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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Friday, 5 December, 1884,

Supplementary Estimuatles for 1883-1.—Bundaberg (ias
and Coke ('ompany Bill--second reading.—Jury Bilt
—considerntion of Legislative Counecil’s amend-
ments.—Additions to the barliamentary Buildings.
--Deep Mining on Goldfields.-—Pharmacy  Bill.-~
The New Ireland Boys.—Southern and Western
Railway Returns.

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past
3 v'clock.

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES FOR
1883-4.

The SPEAKER read a message from His
Excellency the Governor, forwarding the Supyple-
mentary Kstimates for the year 1883-4.

Ou the wmotion of the COLONIATL TREA-
SURER (Hon. J. R. Dickson), it was ordered
that the Fstimates be printed and referred to the
Comumittee of Supply.

BUNDABERG GAS AND COKE COM-
PANY BILL—SECOND READING.

~ Mr. MACDONALD-PATERSON said : Mr.
Speaker,—In moving the second reading of this
Bill, T do not think 1t is necessary for me to take
up the time of the House by saying very much
on the subject, becanse it is 5 Bill similar to
those that have preceded it in this House on the
same subject. It is, I may say, almost word for
word in all respects similar to the Gympie Gas
Company Bill, the Townsville Gas Company
Bill, the Rockhampton Gas Company Bill, and
the provisions of the Brisbane Gas Company Bill.
It 1s proper that I should say a few words in
regard to the measure. First, then, this Bill is
founded particularly on an agreement between
Mr. Robert Fleming and the municipality of
Bundaberg under which the former agrees to
supply the inhabitants of Bundaberg with gas
fora period of ten years, and there are numerous
provisions in the agreement, which hon. memn-
bers will notice is attached to the report of
the Select Comuittee. The Bill is to enable
the provisions of that agreement to be carried
out, and if it had not been found by Mr.
Fleming that he had considerable difficulties
to contend with in the way of opening up streets
and other matters, it is very likely this Bill
would not have been brought before the Homse :
but in order to give efficiency teo the operations,
and to enable Mr. Fleming to carry out his con-
tract, it : thought desirable to form the pro-
jeotors into a company ; and power is now asked
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to enable them to zo on with the work without
any interruption whatsoever. The Bill contains
the ordinary provisions to enable this to be
done. | woulddraw the attention of the House
to one or two matters in the agreement, on page
12, There are a nwmnber of provisions there,
naming the quality of the gas to be supplied ;
and clause 5 says :—

»That the saidg o made and provided by the said
Robert Fleming shall be of that quality known as
seventeen-candle gas.”
A price is also fixed by clause 6, which says :—

“That the price charged by the said Robert Fleming

for the said gas shall be, for the ﬁl‘sl‘.four years of this
agrecient, twelve shillings and sixper per oue
thousand enbic feet, and shall be theu decreased yearly
by the sum of five pence per one thousand cubic feet
for a period of six years.”
There is also a provision that the corporation of
Bundaberg shall have the sole right of purchasing
the gasworks at the end of ten years. Thatisa
very important condition, but I hope that in ten
years the town of Bundaberg will be in such a
prosperous condition that there will be no need
to enforce that clause unless the agreement as to
quality of gas, and so forth, is not carried out, or
unless the residents of Bundaberg should think
it desirable to accept the responsibility of becom-
ing the proprietors of the local works. The lines
of the Bill are the same as those of other Bills of
a similar nature, and I do not think it necessary,
therefore, to enter into any further details, 1
beg to move that the Bill be now read a second
time.

The PREMIKR said: No objection will he
offered by the Government to the passage of this
Bill; but when it is in committee it will be
worthy of consideration whether a similar clause
to that which was .inserted in other Gas Bills
lately should not be inserted in this one. It
would be more satisfactory that the Bill should
include the agreement, so that it may be a
statutory agreement with Parlisment, than to
allow it to rest simply as a contract made
between Mr. Fleming and the corporation of
Bundaberg.

(uestion put and passed ; and the committal of
the Bill made an Order of the Day for Friday
next,

JURY BILL — COXSIDERATION OF
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL’S AMEND-
MENTS.

On this Order of the Day being read,

The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,—The hon,
member in charge of this Bill is not here, and
neither is my hon. colleaguethe Attorney-General.
TUnder the circumstances, I think, I had better
tale charge of it; and I therefore move that you
do now leave the chair, and the House resolve
itself into Committee of the Whole to consider
the amendments made by the Legislative Couneil
in this Bill.

Question put and passed.

On the motion of the PREMIER, a verbal
amendment made in clause 2 was agreed to.

The PREMIER said that there was an
amendment in clause 3 to leave out the words,
“nojury de wentre inspiéclendo shall be empan-
nelled or sworn.” The clause provided that
there should be no such jury in cases where u
female, upon a capital conviction, alleged, or the
court had reason to suppose, that she was preg-
nant. The existing law was that a jury of
matrons should be sworn to make inquiries.
The clause, as amended by the Legislative
Council, substituted something else; but there
was nothing $o take away the existing law,
He thought it would be far better if that
were done, and that it should state that the




i710 Additions to

jury of matrons was done away with. He
should move, therefore, that the amendment be
disagreed to,

Question put and passed.

On the motion of the PREMIER, a verbal
amendment made in clause 4 was agreed to.

On the motion of the PREMTER, the CHatr-
MAN left the chair, and reported that the Com-
mittee had disagreed to one amendment, and
agreed to the others.

The report was adopted, and the Bill was
ardered to be transmitted to the Legislative
Council with a message, stating that the
House—

* Disagree to the amendment in clause 3, hecause by
the existing law a jury e centre inspiciendo is required
10 he ewpannelled in the cases mentioned in the said
clause, and it is desirable that this law should be
repealed expressly and not by uncertain implication;
and agree to the other amendments.”

ADDITIONS TO THE PARLIAMENTARY
BUILDINGS.

Mr. FERGUSON, in moving—

1. That the report and the accompanying plans of the
Joint Parliamentary Buildings Committee. laid on the
table of the Ilouse on the 21st November, he now
adopted by the House.

2. That an Address be presented to the Governor
praying that His Excellency will be pleased to cause
provision to be made for giving effect to the foregoing
resolution.

—said : Ido not intend to takeup the time of the
House long, as I think that hon. members have
considered the matter pretty fully ; at all events,
they have had every opportunity of considering
the report of the committee and of studying the
blans of the additions which it is intended shall

e carried out, so that there is no excuse on the
part of hon, members of the want of information,
The report is full, and all the various matters are
gone into pretty well. It is a question that the
Parliamentary Buildings Committee have had
under consideration for a long time. Each
session the different committees have reported
something to the House, and have shown
the necessity for such additions as these;
but the necessity has become more apparent
every year, and the present committee there-
fore have reported fully to the House, and
shown in the sketch plan what they think should
be carried out. The principal part of the new
building, hon. members will see, is on a level
with the present Chamber floor—that is, the
library, the dining-room, the smoking-room, and
other rooms connected with the refreshment
room, We have had several plans before us,
and we could have recommended some that

would not have cost so much as this
one—nob, perhaps, much less, but still the
amount would have been less. They, how-

ever, provided for the new buijldings being
on the ground floor, and that would have
necessitated hon. members going down a stair-
case of forty steps to get to the refreshment
room, which would be very inconvenient.
The committee, therefore, recommended that a
building, such as is shown on the plan, be
constructed at a cost of £13,000. There were
then more plans placed before us for other
additions to cost about £30,000. So that the
total cost we estimate at £43,000. The
Colonial Architect has assured me that the
work can be done for that amount. As
I said before, it would be an unwise policy to
construct a building which would not be in
character with the present building, The com-
mittee have decided to carry out the character of
the present building ; so that one part will not
make the whole look shabby. The new library
will be a very extensive one, and the necessity
or it is becoming more apparent every year, as

[ASSEMBLY.] Parliamentary Buildings.

at present there are a large number of books upon
the floor. However, we can do without the
library for a year or two. The proposal is
to build fitst a dining-room, which is at the
furthest part, with a kitchen below, and all the
other rooms connected with it ; and when they
are finished they will be reached by a suspended
bridge or gallery, closed in, so that they can be used
while the library is in course of comstruction.
They will not interfere with the present buildings,
which can be used until the new ones are com-
pleted. When they arve finished the library can
be gone on with without interfering with the
convenience of members of the House. There
is one thing which is particularly alluded to,
and that is ventilation. There will be an
air-space of about a foot or eighteen inches
between the dining-room and the library; so
that there will be a free circulation of air. There
is another matter which I will point out. The
public stairs at the present time are in the main
building, and often some of the public are seen
knocking about the passage. This alteration will
give the public a stair with the entrance from out-
side, so that they will not enter the main building
at all, which will be a great convenience. There
will also be accommodation for hon. members,
particularly country members, who may wish to
offer their friends a little refreshment. It isvery
awkward at the present time, as according to the
ruleshon, members cannot ask their friendsintothe
Refreshment Roomns. There is no doubt that all
hon, members will acknowledge that additions to
the Refreshment Rooms and to the Parliamentary
Buildings are much required ; but whether this
is a proper scheme or not is for hon, members to
say. Anything else will destroy the character
of the present buildings. The elevation to the
river will be of the same character as that to the
gardens in the front when the present rookery at
the back is cleared away. T think the work should
be doue as soon as possible, because of the danger
from fire. The buildings at the back are of
wood, and as dry as a chip, and if there was a
fire at any time, with a westerly wind blowing,
there would be 1o saving the main building ; and
no one can tell when a fire may take place ;
buildings like those are not safe for a day, and
there is not a sixpence of insurance upon any
part of the Parliamentary Buildings. The
cost of the alterations would be nothing
compared with the loss which would ensue
if a fire took place in those back premises;
and if there be no other reason than that, I think
that the House should decide upon making
these improvements, Another matter is that we
know very well that the accommodation provided
by the Refreshment Rooms at present is very
unsatisfactory. We may be told that this vote
is for Brisbane ; but people in all parts of the
colony are represented in the House, and every
representative has to spend a great part of his time
here. I myself am two-thirds of my time here
and half the time I am in Brisbane I spend in
these buildings. It is for the comfort of mem-
bers from all parts of the colony, as well
as Brisbane; and I do not think the House
should hesitate over a few paltry thousands
in such a matter. The heat has been 96° in
the dining-room for several days past. I have
looked at the glass myself, and have found
that it ranges from 90° to 96°, and for anyone
in delicate health it is very severe; in fact, I
have seen many hon. members walk out of the
room before they have half finished their meals.
1 believe, therefore, that the House will see the
necessity of carrying out these improvements:
and, as 1 said before, the proper policy is to build
heyond the present requirements, and to erect
the additions in character with the present
buildings. I know that the Xinister for Works
will oppose this motion, espeoially after what he
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said last night ; still I think he will admit that
there is a very good reason for having these
improvements carried out. I do not think the
hon, gentleman has treated the committee fairly.
The committee is a joint committee of hoth
Houses of Parliament, and whoever they choose
to ask to attend it has to do so. The constitu-
tion of the committee is such that if they asked
the Minister for Works to attend, and he
declined, they could compel him to come. That
is the power of the committee.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : You would
have some trouble to compel me to come.

Mr. FERGUSON : If the hon. gentleman
did not he would be committed for contempt. I
am only telling him that this is the constitution
of the committee, and I think we have been
very moderate In our requests. We asked the
Government to give us permission to allow the
Colonial ‘Arehitect to assist the committee in
bringing this matter before the House, and that
permission was accorded. The Colonial Architect
attended two meetings for about three-quarters
of an hour at each, and that is all the time of
that officer that has been taken up; but, as I
have said, we had aright to ask anybody. How-
ever, 1 leave the matter in the hands of the
House. For myself, T am quite satisfied that the
plans we have laid before the House should be
adopted.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said: M.
Speaker,—I see by the report laid before the
House that the estimate of the Colonial Archi-
tect for carrying out the plans recommended by
the Committee is £43,000. I am really at a loss to
understand how people with any common sense
can make a proposition like this. Tt has been
pointed out before that the buildings constructed
of wood are a source of danger; and the Govern-
ment have put on the Loan Estimates £20,000 for
the purpose of erecting new refreshment rooms,
The plans prepared by the Cominittee provide for
billiard-rooms ; and I see there is a bar for the
Opposition members to liquor at, and a bar
for the Government members to liquor at. 1
cannot see the necessity for that. I think
that the sum of £20,000 put down on the
Loan Estimates is quite sufficient to erect
buildings that will provide accommodation for
members of this House for the next twenty-
five years at least; and by that time further
extensions may be made if required. I do hope
that hon. members will see the necessity of exer-
cising economy. I think I can fairly expect the
support of the hon. member for Blackall, and the
hon. member for Townsville, after the remarks
they made last night on the estimates for
Public Buildings, If they accuse us of extra-
vagance over the paltry little buildings put
up for the accommodation of public busmeas
I can fauly expect their support in protest-
ing against this proposal for committing the
coun’cry to the expenditure of another £100,000.
T am quite sure that the hon. member for
Mackay will agree with me that it is a gross
waste of public money. I think that £20,000
expended on refreshment rooms will be ample
for years to come. If hon. members will
look at the Loan Estimates they will see a
sum of money down for a public library. T
think that if the public get that accommodation
we can very well dlxpunae with any extension of
the Library here. I wassurprised at the remarks
of the hon. member for Rockhampton, complain-
ing about the accommodation for members. T
know that the dining-room is much better
than the dining-room T have, and I am
inclined to think it is almost as good as
the dining-room any hon. member of this
Houee has. The £20,000 was put on the
Loan Estimates very much against my will ; and
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I did my best to get it reduced to £10,000 ; but
if hon. members are willing to expend that sum,
there it is. T hope that, considering all the cir-
cumstances, the House will not adopt the reso-
lution moved by the hon. member for Rock-
hampton.

Mr. MELLOR said: Mr. Speaker,—I am
very sorry to hear the remarks of the Minister
for Works. T think that the propusals of the
Building Committee should be adopted by this
House. The main expense of the proposals is
the library, and it is not only present require-
ments that have to be looked to, as we must
make provision for the future. It is
well known to all hon. members that the
present Library is far too small ; the books are
accumulating and there is no place to put them.
Making provision for a good library for the
benefit of this Fouse and of the country is the
main object of these buildings; it is not so much
for the Refreshment Rooms. I believe that
£20,000 or £25,000 would be sufficient for the
Refreshment 1 ooms, but the main point is the
construction of a hbraly which, if not gone on
with now, will have to be done at & future bime.
The Committee thought it would be better to
have the whole done at once, and make the
building a credit to the House and to the colony.
I was very sorry to hear the hon. Minister for
Works make reference to two bars—one for the
Opposition and one for the Ministry, I do not
think that is the case ; and I think if he had
looked at the plans more closely he would have
found that one was a bar for the Upper House
and one for the Lower House. The Minister for
Works also referred to the billiard-room. T do
ot know for myself, but I think some of the
older members of the Building Committee
were opposed to it at first. But they have come
to the conclusion after consideration that a
billiard-room would be very useful to the mem-
bers of this House. It would have a tendency
to keep them together here instead of their stray-
ing away at tlmes, and perhaps in that way
assist the business of the country. T certainly
should like to see the accommodation for mem-
bers increased a little more than is proposed by
the committee. The hon. member for Rock-
hampton said the accommodation was not so
wmuch for the members for Brisbane as for the
members that came from all parts of the colony.
I should have liked to have seen some accommo-
dation made for members who come long dis-
tances—some sort of accommodation that when
they are here in the House

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:

might have bedrooms !

Mr. MELLOR: Yes; I should like some
accommodation like that. I know that members
have somemmes to camp here in this building,
as there is no place to go to after the House
iy closed if it is very Late. And T think it
would be a very good thing to have a few
bedrooms, so that members so situated should
be made comfortable for the night. But the
rest of the committee did not see it in the
light T saw it, and they did not recom-
meud it. I trust that the resolution will be
carried. I think, myself, tha.t the members
of Parliament who are here in attendance
know well that the accommodation in the
present dining-room is not sufficient; in fact
1t might be called adining oven. In hot weather
it is almost impossible to sit down in it, much
less eat. The main object of the new erections,
bowever, is to do awwy with the present building,
which is a source of great danger to Parliament
House. No doubt if a fire were to occur it
would lead to a great disaster to the Parliamern-
tary Buildings. The cuthouses are and will ever
remain a source of danger as long as they remain

They
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as they are.  Asthe hon. member for Rockhamp-
ton wentioned, this building is not insured, and
if a tire occurred and any wind at all were blow-
ing it wowld be impossible to save it. T am s
prised that action hax not been taken before for
doing away with these huildings.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN : Mr.
Speaker,—-The hon. Minister for Works has
claimed the votes of the member for Blackall
and myself, because when he submitted his
Isstimates the other evening I wanted to cut them
down. That is a strange demand to make, that
because I consider that a certain work should
not be done at a certain time, therefore I should
vote against this proposal. The argument is
rather 1110fr1c‘1,1 However, I am 1nchned to go
with the Minister for Worlts rather than with the
hon. member for Rockhampton. I do not be-
lieve in such a large expenditure as £43,000,
especially when we are asked to provide for
billiard-rooms and bar-rooms for the Opposition
and the Govermment, and for the Council.
think such accommodation as that might very
well be dispensed with. I helieve in having
fair accommodation for members, but 1
do not think that members of Parliament,
cenerally speaking, are so luxurious that they
requive the extreme accommodation proposed by
the Buildings Committee. As to the liability of
fire occurring in the Refreshment Room, thatis
certainly a source of danger. But it is lessened
by the strong iron door at the head of the stair-
case 3 and if the night watchman does his
duty regularly every night, I do not think
any fire that takes place in the Refresh-
ment Room could have much effect on this
building before the fire brigade was there on the
spot with everything to put it out. The only
reason that I can see for voting for this proposal
would be the addition to the Library. But
even that can be deferred for a few years
longer. [ do not approve of even the
£20 000 which the Minister for Works bhas
plzmed on the Loan Estimates for a refresh-
ment roomt. 1 do not see why 1t should cost
£20,000 to build a refreshment room for fifty
members. When both Houses were sitting there
were seldom more than fifty or sixty presert at
one time. If the whole £20,000 were spent on a
refreshment room people would say we were
getting luxurious ; that men who used only afew
years ago to breakfast, dine, and sup in an
al freseo manner now require £20,000 to be
spent ont a vefreshment room. I think a much
less sum than £20,000 should be required.  Very
likely T shall oppose that vote also if it is for a
refreshment room only. But if it is for some-
thing else, the Minister for Works will require to
give some other explanation than be has now
offered, and if he does I may not go against it ;
hut, 1 all reason, it is quite enough to put down
for present expenditure on the Parliamentary
Building. If the Minister for Works has any
need of my vote on this question I certainly shall
give it to him, although not for the reasons he
urged.

Mr. BLACK : T am glad that on this occasion
T can vote with the hon, Minister for Works, and
endorse the economic notions which induced him
to oppose this vote, At the same time, I think
it is only fair to those hon. gentlemen who at a
considerable amount of trouble, haveinv estwated
the whole matter, that the wpurt laid before the
House should receive that consideration to which
it is entitled. T believe those gentleruen went
into the whaole question of the additions to this
House in a very thorough manner, under the
belief and impression that this House contem-
plated addinz very considerablv to the Pariia-
mentary Buil . They have entersd intc the
thing thoroughlv in accordance with that 1133,
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and have brought a scheme before the House
which is entitled to every consideration. But,
apart from that, I consider that the proposal to

spend  £42,000 or £43,000 in adding to this
building, is, to say the least of it, very prema-
ture. The colony, T consider, is not in a

position or in a condition to justify any
unnecessary expenditure on public buildings.
I would much rather see the money, which it is
proposed to expend npon what I consider these
unnecessary improvements, spent all over the
colony. In addition to the £43,000 which it is
contemplated to expend, hon. members will bear
in mind that the Minister for Works, although
actuated by economical motives in this instance,
proposes to ask the House for no less than
£100,000 out of the Lioan Estimates of £10,000,000
for various public buildings, and that there is on
the same Hstimates a further suin of £20,000 for
additions to the Parliamentary Buildings. If it
was necessary to improve these buildings to the
extent suggested by the committee, that money
could very well be taken out of the £100,000 vote,

The arguments that have been brought forward
in favour of this very extravagant and expensive
addition are, I think, rather of a weak nature.
Omne of them-—1 am sorry I have to differ from
my friend the hon. member for Rockhampton--
was that members ought to have some refresh-
ment room here to which they could take their
friends. I think that is a very weak argument
in favour of this expenditure. It would be a bad
precedent to establish to allow members to take
theirfriends into the Refreshment Roomsattached
to the Parliamentary Buildings; and it would
lead to very serious embarrassments in the future
if members, after debating in the House, were
to be possibly subjected to the criticisms of
strangers in the Refreshment Rooms. The pro-
posal to add bed-rooms, suggested by the
hon. member for Wide Bay, is, I think, of
an equally frivolous nature. This House was
never intended as a place of abode for mem-
bers. If we are going to add bed-rooms, bath-
rooms, and billlard-rooms to the House, we
might go a little further, and start it as an hotel,

open to the wives and families of members,
These Parliamentary Buildings were never in-
tended for such a purpose, and I trust the
House will never sanction any additions of that
kind. No doubt, as the hon. member for Rock-
hampton has ])olnted out, the inconvenience
experienced, espcemllv by \mthern members in
attending so long in Brisbane, is very great
indeed, bus that is not to be remedied by putting
additional accommodation of that sort to the
House. The most serious argument in favour
of this vote is, in my opinion, the extreme
risk which the building is subjected to from
fire. There is no doubt that if a fire were
unfortunately to break out in the Refresh-
ment Rooms it would require the greatest
activity to prevent the whole of these buildings
being destroyed. To that extent I go with the
committee, that I think some immediate steps
should be taken for the erection of refreshment
rooms of an incombustible nature. Not that I
wish to depreeate the existing Refreshment
Rooms, for they are quite sufficient for the
ordinary requirements of the members of the
House, but as a protection from the risk of fire,

which T look upon as a very serious one mdced

Onthat ground I am also quitein accord with the
Minister for Works when he suggests that new
and proper refreshment rooms should be erected
without delay. It would be a very great calamity
to Brishane, and indeed to the entire colony,
if this very handsome pile of buildings
were destroyed from want of proper pre-
cautions against fire, especially as the danger
hag been pointed out by the committes
which has brought up this repert, The plang
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we have had laid before us this afternoon are, T
think, in excess of therequirements of the colony
for some time to come. I am glad the Colonial
Treasurer coincides with me in that view;
because 1 am going to point out that it is quite
possible that the accommodation now provided
here may be considered sufficient for a longer
period of the time than the Ministry calculate
just now. At present the House consists of
fifty-five members, and we have sufficient
accomuodation for five or ten members more.
But the time is not in the very far distant future
when the accommodation required in this House
is not likely t» be of necessity increased, but
possibly reduced. The question of separation,
which is just now agitating the northern portion
of the colony——
The PREMIER : Not a bit of it.

Mr. BLACK: The question of separation,
which is now agitating the more northern por-
tion of the colony, is, I am perfectly convinced,
certain to result in the separation of Queensland
into two colonies—North and South—and con-
secquently the representation of the colony which
will concentrate in Brisbane will be reduced.
On those grounds alone, therefore, 1 consider
the accommodation provided here at the present
time will be quite sufficient for some years to
come., Had the Premier brought iu that Redis-
tribution Bill, which I believed he promised
—or Additional Members Bill, which is the
same thing in the opinion of the outside
public—

The PREMIER : Nonsense !

Mr. BLACK : The northern portion of the
colony especially were led to believe that an
Additional Members Bill would be brought
forward this session. However, that {s some-
what apart from the question we are now dis-
cussing. On the whole I am prepared to sup-
port the Minister for Works in the view he has
taken of this question, which is, that a sufficient
sum of money should be provided on the Loan
Estimates for an adequate refreshment room,
not, as I said before, because of the inadequacy of
the existing accommodation, but to secure these
Parliamentary Buildings from the very great
risk of fire that they are at present subjected to.

Mr. ALAND said: T think that when the
time does come that Queensland is divided into
two colonies, the amount of representation con-
centrated in Brisbane will be quite as large as it
isnow, That time is so very far distant that
this portion of the colony will certainly be much
larger than it is now. T hardly know what
to say about the matter before the House.
I cannot but think that in the past we
have acted not altogether wisely. We have
been going on from time to time erecting
structures contiguous to this building, and then
we find that they do not suit our purpose; so
that T think that 1n the extension of these build-
ings we ought to look a long way ahead, and not
build for the present requirements only, but
anticipate what our requirements will ultimately
be. Now, I should have liked if, in considering
this question, we had had from the Minister for
Works some sort of an idea or plan of what he
himself proposes to do in the matter, hecause it
may be that with the sum which he intends to
place at the disposal of the committee, some sort
of structure will be built which, while well suited
to our present requirements, will in a few years
require to be enlarged, and then the question
will arise whether the building then erected is
capable of being enlarged. The plans which
have been presented to the Buildings Com-
mittee are, of course, quite in keeping, and are
in accord with the present building. We have
all along hitherte, in our buildings, taken no
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account of the river frontage of the buildings.
We have allowed them to present a sort of back-
yard appearvance. Take the Harbours and
Rivers building as an example. It is a dis-
graceful-looking thing ; and even in the pre-
sent Parliamentary Buildings there is nothing
very handsome on the river side, Take the
DMuseum again, which is equally ugly, or even a
great deal more so. The plans which the Colo-
nial Architect has prepared certainly present to
the inner front a thing of beauty which we are
told is & joy for ever. Anyone coming to this
colony never fails to express satisfaction with
our Parliamentary Buildings when looked at
from the Gardens, and I hope that visitors from
the other colonies will in the future be able to
admire it from the river side also. The proposed
building is estimated to cost £43,000. 1 know it
has been said, T think by the Minister for
Works, that a building such as the plans indi-
cate cannot be comstructed for anything like
that amount. Well, it is of course very easy to
muke a statement of that kind, but when a
gentleman with a professional reputation gives
an estimate

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I never
sald so. I said the completed plan would cost
£100,000.

Mr. ALAND : If we look at the front eleva-
tion we see what it is proposed to build now,
which will come to £43,000; and what it is pro-
posed. to build, in twenty-five years perhaps, will
cost £100,000. What is proposed now will cost
£43,000, and we have the professional opinion of
the Colonial Architect on that point; and 1
should like to know what is the use of having
one if he is not able to fully assure the Minister
what a building is really going to cost. T say
this: that in the absence of the Minister for
Works bringing down to the House a proper
plan of what he has purposed to do with the
£20,000 on the Loan Hstimates, we cannot do
better than accept the plans on the faith of
the Colonial Architect. The accommodation
which will be provided will be in advance of
our requirements, but it is always better to
look ahead. A mistalke has always been made
in making no provision for the future, and the
consequence is that nearly the whole of our
public buildings all over the colony require
additions to them. I hope we shall adopt
2 better course now in making provision for
future requirements, and put up a respectable
building which will last almost for all time.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said: In
explanation, I wish to say that I did not dispute
the amount put down by the Colonial Architect.
1 said the complete plan would cost £100,000 to
carry out.

The PREMIER said : Mr. Speaker,—The re-
port of the Buildings Committee, which we are
asked to adopt, recommends that a particular
plan should be adopted for the future extension
of these buildings. Now, I think we all know,
first of all, that the present Refreshment
Rooms are inadequate and are also dangerous,
and that some action ought to be taken in that
matter immediately. We agree also that the
present Library may not always be sufficient. But
it does not by any means follow that the pro-
posal made is the best one. Now, so far as the
Refreshment Rooms are concerned, it may be
taken for granted that those buildings are in
the right place—the middle of the building—and
that any new buildings should be somewhere
about the same position. That, T think, we are
agreed upon. Well, now comes the question,
where is the proper place to put the library ?
The recommendation of the committee is that
the library shall be put away in the vard
at the back of the building, enclosed by
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no view,
and pmct‘.lca.lly 1o ventllatlon. Instead of bemw
in the position in which it is now, ina place w here
people are encouraged to go, it is to be put in a
most unsa,tisfactory place—no ventilation and no
outlook. That is how it oceurs to me. I think
myself that the back of the building is not the
place for a library—the library ought to bein the
front of the building, and ought to be a place in
which it is a pleasure tosit and read. That
matter has not been considered. The scheme, I
think, requires much more consideration than the
Colonial Architect could possibly have given it
between the time he consulted with the com-
mittee and the time the report was brought up.
T have not given the question sufficient consi-
deration to justify me in expressing a confident
opinion ; but I can see noreason why the lerarJ
should nut be extended in its present position.
With a covered way underneath, so as not to
obstruct traffie, an addition might be made to
the front of the building, and while the distinct
features of the building might be preserved,
we should still have the view in the front.

We might have two floors or throw them
into one if it was considered desirable; and
we should then be able to accommodate

all the beoks we are likely to have for a
very long time to come. I wonder how our
books would look in the magnificent structure
proposed by the committee ! They would not
cover half of one side of the wall. T hope
that our Library will increase rapidly ; but we
are not likely to be able to fill such a building
as the one proposed for the next ten or twenty
yvears. I want to refer to another matter,
There certainly is a great want of accommodation
for members—1I do not mean accommodation in
the shape of bedrooms, billiard-rooms, and bath-
rooms, but rooms where members can meet and
transact business in concert.  There ought to be
rooms where members could meet for the pur-
pose of taking concerted action, and I think that
is a great want. At present there are no rooms
of the kind, except the committee-rooms down-
stairs. In New South Wales and Victoria there
is a room available for the convenience of
members on both sides of the House; but no
provision of that kind has apparently been con-
sidered in preparing these plans. The absence
of it is one of the greatest defects we have in
this House ; and such a provision is certainly
wanted more than accommodation in the
Library, and it could be met by devoting part
of the space at the back of the building, and

without interfering with the Refreshmeut
Room. We ought to make this provision

for the accommodation of members, and we
ought to build a new refreshment room. T
entirely agree with the proposal to connect
the refreshment room with the present building
by a light gallery; and that is what the
Government think ought to be done; but I do
not think the gallery ought to be replaced by a
library. As to the cost, L have every confidencein
the Colonial Architect ; but he has made no formal
veport. All he has done is to inform the com-
wittee verbally that the expense will not be over
£43,000. He could not have had time to make
out a detauiled report. Now, I ask anyhody
who has had any experience in these matters
whether he thinks the work can be done for
£43,000? T do not think it can be done for any-
thing like that money. If we look at the plans
for the library, the cost of such a building as
that must be very great indeed. A building of
the kind cannot be done in stucco. It is a
building with pillars inside and a great deal of
arnamentation, and it would be much larger than
the room we are in now. 1 believe that if
we adopt those plans we shall certainly be
committed to an expense of wuot less than
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£100,000 ; and hesides that, the plan is by no
means the best that could be devised. There is
need for a new refreshment room, there can he
no doubt, to do away with the serious danger
that exists in connection with the present one.
That ought to be done at once ; and the Govern-
ment have placed a sum of £20,000 on the
Estimates for it. That is as much as we ought
to spend at present. It is an outside amount,
and with it ample provision is made for a re-
freshment room, and for the additional accom-
modation required by members. After they
are provided for, I Dbelieve there will be
something to spare. T give the Buildings
Committee every credit for doing the best they
could with the meagre information at their dis-
posal, but their proposal is not, I think, one that
ought to be adopted at the present time. I
think hon. members should pause before they
resolve, without further consideration, to place
the library where it is now proposed, when it
ought tobeabuilding as well ventilated as possible.

Mr. PALMER said : Knowing the utilitarian
character of the hon. gentleman who brought
this motion forward, and believing that he
favours the useful more than the ornamental, [
am surprised that he should have advocated such
expensive luxuries as billiard-rooms, bath-roons,
and other extraordinary additions. I am qmte
sure that if the hon. gentleman recollects what
is required in other parts of the colony, he would
scarcely have recominended such extraordinary
luxuries. I am quite certain there are works that
deserve far more attention than these proposed
additions, especially when I compare this House
with the Parliament Houses in colonies where
the population is four or five times as great as
ours. I have heard this building greatly com-
mended not only for its beauty and its size, but
for its luxurious appearance, I am sureit is far
beyond the Parliament Houses in Sydney, the
capital of a colony with a population of between
800,000 and 900,000. If the committee have so
much latent energy, and wish to expend a lot of
money, I am sure there are works wanted that
will return more interest for the money than
silent walls like these. I also remember that
in most public buildings the estimate of cost has
fallen far short of what was required in after
years, If it is estimated that a work will cost
£50,000, it generally takes £100,000 before it is
finished. 1 entirely agree with the Premier
when he says that the present Library should not
be shifted. TIts position, its view, and its style
are such that none would wish to see it rermoved.
There ix no pleasanter room in Brisbane ; and it
would be a lasting disgrace to put the library
in any other room. It is a wmore used
room than any room, and should, I think,
be kept where it is. As to the Refresh-
ment Room, there is no doubt that it is at
times inconvenient, especially when the ther-
mometer registers 96°. That is not very pleasant,
but I have no doubt on that evening every other
dining-room in Brisbane was just as hot; and
for the short time hon. members have to be in
it I am sure they can stand that., I am sure
some hon. members have had to live far havder
lives in the bush. I think this is scarcely the
time for the colony to enter upon such a
large expenditure for such a luxuriant build-
I believe the of the colony

ing. people
would laugh at such a large expenditure.

The fact that the committee have come to the
conclusion they have done in their report is no
warrant for us to come to the same conclusion,
T have no doubt they devoted a great deal of
time to the subject ; but at the same time, with
all deference to them, I do not think we are
justiied in agreeing to their conclusinu,  If,
therefore, the Minister for Works requives ny
vote I uhall be quite ready to awcizt i,
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My, STEVENS said: Mr. Speaker,—T think
the reason why some hon. members have spoken
against this proposal is that they have not
fully considered the report. Therve is great
stress laid upon the fact that the library will be
shifted to a position in the rear of the building.
Such is not the fact; it is an additional one,
and the present Library will still be used as a
library, and willcontain special hooks of reference,
and books that are required by hon members
at a moment’s notice. The other room will
be used for books which houn. memmbers can
use when they have nore leisure. Reference has
been made to a room for the use of hon, members
and their friends, and I must say that if T
thought that what I consider such an inno-
vation as that were likely to be introduced I
should vote against the motion. I think it is one
of the very worst things that could be introduced
into the Parliamentary Buildings; we have
had some disagreeable experience of the way
in  which sowe hon. members go on in a
certain  condition, and it would be very
much aggravated 1if there were a room at
their disposal to bring friends to help them to
carouse.  When we consider the amount of incon-
venience that hon. members suffered last session
during the smmmer in the present Refreshment
Room; and even since then—last evening and the
evening before—I think that we are fully entitled
to erect some buildings which will be more con-
ducive to health and comfort than those we have
at present.  There is not the slightest doubt in
my mind that half the ill-health that was
suffered by hon. members last session was through
their being compelled to eat their food in such
a voom. Night after night the thermometer was
at 90°.  An hon. member said that he believed
any other dining-room in Brisbane would have
been quite as hot. I do not believe that any
shilling eating-house in the city would have been
s0 hot, It conduces neither to comfort nor health.
With regard to those wooden buildings at present
being a source of danger from fire, there
can be very little doubt about that ; and
as to the iron door being a protection, I
do not believe it would last three minutes after
the fire got a fair start; especially if the
wind were blowing in that divection ; it would
shrivel up like a piece of paper. I do not think
there is much of a point to be made of the fact
that because some of the hon. members have
eaten their food in the open alr, that they should
be able to eat it in that room. T would much
sooner go under a gum-tree and eat my food
than eat it there. It would be a perfect pleasure
to get under a gum-tree or even a smaller tree
in preference to that room. It bas been pointed
out that a great faultin connection with our
public buildings has been that we have put up
temporary buildings and afterwards had to go
to the expense of pulling them down and erecting
others; and unless a large sum is expended in
proper additions to the Pmlnmentary Buildings
we shall be doing the same thing over again. Tt
is better to enter into a complehensue scheme
and be done with it.

Mr. MIDGLEY : Mr. Speaker,—1 Dbelieve I
ought to do something more than merely record
my vote in order to defeat this proposition.
While I have been listening to the debate I have
been thinking of the accommodation which is
provided in other places. The accommodation
that they have in Sydney, to this day, in the
Parliamentary Buildings, is in no way to be
compared with what we have had in Queensland
for the last fifteen_years. No, to my mind, the
amount of money is appalling which is belng
spent in buildings, and is fotally unremunera-
tive feel my mind perfectly at ease,
after the sveech of the Premier, that there
will not be much likelihood of thin prope.al
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being accepted in its present shape™ 1t a new
refreshment roomn be provided in harmony with
the main building a great sowrce of danger will
he removed and the convenience and comfort of
hon. niembers will be provided for, but I think
it is really too bad that we ought to he called
upon to spend all this money at the present
time. As for the Parliamentary Library being
too small, T consider that a great deal of the
space theve is wasted. There are lots of books in
thatlibrary which areneverhandled, and I believe,
without interfering with its efficiency at all, the
Parliamentary Librarian might make use of the
recent addition to the buildings, and take out of
the Library some thousands of books, and put
them into that dungeon keep, and nobody would
ever miss them, There might be some provision
made for books of reference, mere records of
proceedings in other countries, and scores of
other books which are of very little value.
I trust that this proposal is doomed to be
defeated. Tt is not the right thing that mem-
bers should be s0 very exacting in regard to the
comfort and luxury and elegance of their sur-
roundings in a young country like this. I believe
that when these present buildings were put up
they anticipated by a long time the necessities
and real ability of the country. T trust that the
proposal will be negatived.

Mr. SCOTT said: Mr. Speaker,—So many
members have spoken in opposition to this pro-
posal that I do not think there is the slightest
chance of its being carried ; and from what fell
from the Premier it appears to me that the
Government are likely to take the matter in
hand themselves and build the refreshment
rooms before very long., I trust that if they do
this they will take care that such a building
is erected as will be a eredit to the colony and in
consonance with the present building—a building
that will have a front towards the river some-
thing like the front to the gardens, and elegant
in its structure. There is plenty of room to
build a place that will be very useful for all the
purposes that are required for the time being. T
do not doubt that before many years there will
be such an outery for additional room in the
Library that hon. gentlemen will be forced to
attend to it, and a large sum of money will have
to be voted. In the meantime, I hope that the
building proposed to be put up will be equal to a
first-class building.

Mr. ARCHER said: I hope, sir, that the
Minister for Works, who disapproves of the
schieme now before the House and is going to
propose a scheme of his own, will have a plan
prepared to enable hon. members to judge
whether it will be in accordance with the style of
the present structure, or will be a blot on the
building. The hon. the Colonial Secretary the
other day twitted some hon. members on this
side with want of @sthetic taste. I am not
going to say anything against the sesthetic taste
of the Minister for Works, but I hope that
any buildings he proposes will be in unison
with the design of the House. When that
motion for the £20,000 vote comes before us, I
hope that, if he cannot give us complete plans,
he will at all events have an elevalion prepared
which will enable us to judge whether what he
proposes is in accordance with the part already
built.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I will
endeavour to comply with the hon. gentleman’s
request,

The COLONTAL TREASTURER said : Mr.
Speaker,—After the long discussion which has
taken place there is not a great deal to be said,
except that, seeing the tone of the dehate, the
hon. member must see he has no chance of carry-
ing his motion, and that his wiser plan would
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be to withdraw it. T think it would be an
unfortunate thing if the Parliament at the pre-
sent time, approved of the report. It would be
premature to proceed with the expenditure of
so large a sum of money on work which
might very well stand “over for a few
years, especially as the money is so much
more urgently needed for the construction
of other public works, many of which, T
trust, will be of a reproductive character. Doubt-
less, more accommeoedation will be required for
the future, but it will be wiser to leave it to
those who are in the House then to deal with
such a plan for extension as may be required.
Undoubtedly there is, at the present time, a
source of danger in case of fire, and I shall be
glad to see the removal of those wooden
buildings and the erection of a permanent
structure in  their place ; and T  trust
the Minister for Works will see that the
new buildings will form a suitable part of the
whole of the permanent extension that is to be
made in the future. The amount necessary for
the completion of these buildings would, T am
sure, extend to £100,000 ; and, considering that
the colony is languishing for necessary public
works, I think it would be an altogether un-
necessary expenditure. The mouey might be much
more beneficially expended for the convenience of
the people at large. We are professing a desire
for economy at the present time, and we should
set the example in our legislative abode, espe-
cially as we really suffer no very great individual
hardship. We oceupy a very handsome Cham-
ber, and the accommodation of the House is, I
believe, quite adequate for the requirements of
legislators for the next five or ten years; and it
would be a pity for us to adopt a style of build-
ing now which might not be suitable for the
requirements in the future. This debate has done
good by affording hon. members an opportunity
of expressing their opinion as to the report of
the committee, It must not be inferred that,
because hon. members are disinclined to put the
country to unnecessary expense at the present
time, the labours of the commnittee have bheen
treated with disrespect; but I cannot think
we are warranted in sanctioning a very large
expenditure of public money which is not
immediately necessary and would certainly be
unproductive.

Mr. FERGUSON said : Mr. Speaker,—There
can be no doubt that the Government and the
committee have been in accord on this matter.
‘When the committee brought up their report they
were not aware that there was a sum of £20,000
onthe Loan Kstimates ; and the fact that the Gov-
ernment have put down that sum is an acknow-
ledgment that the building is necessary. Xvery
speaker to-night has acknowledged that some ad-
ditions are required immediately ; and the speech
of the hon. the Premier was stronger in favour
of the resolution than that of any hon. member
who spoke in favour of it. With regard to the
Library, it is a mistake to suppose that the
present Library is to be done away with, Tt is
necessary to provide further accommodation for
books, as at present there are many lying
on the floor.  The plans for the new library are
on the newest principle. All the best libraries
now are constructed on a different principle from
what they used to he; they are lighted and
ventilated from the roof, and there is no
opening except two entrance doors, so that it
would not matter whether the library was at the
front of the building or the back, The new
style is cooler, better lighted, and gives move
room on the walls for books. What is the good
of a library with a lot of doors and windows ?2—
they only take up room that is vequired for
books. lowever, I nead not replvy to all the
grguments that lave been used, The Minister

et
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for Works says  £20,000 will be available
soon for the erection of additions, and T
hope they will be in character with the
present buildings, even if only two or three
rooms are gone on with at once, so that they will
not have to be pulled down in five or ten vears,
It is my intention to withdraw the motion,
because 1 see that the feeling of the House is
against it ; and I will Jeave the matter to the
Minister for Works to deal with. T hope he will
not lose ko much time over it as with other build-
ings he has had in hand for the last year ov «n,
With the consent of the House, T withdraw the
motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

DEEP MINING ON GOLDFIELDS.
The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN moved——
That the Ilouse will, on Iriday next. resolve itself intn

# Committee of the Whole, to cousider the following
resolution. namely :-—

1. That for the purpose of encouraging decp inining
on the goldtields of the colony. it shall be lawful for the
Coloninl Treasurer to pay the sums of £3,000 and £3,400
respectively as a reward, upon the following conditions,
namely :—

£5,000 to the miner or miners who shall he the fivst

to obtain and report the getting of fifty tons of
piyable guartz on either tlie Gymnpie, Charters
Towers, or Ravenswood Gold Pields, at the depths
herein mentioned, namely :—
Gympie, at a depth of 1.320 feet.
Charters Towers, at a depth of 1,090 feet.
Ravenswood, at a depth of 900 feet.
£3,000 to the miner or party of miners who shall he
the first to obtain and report the getting of
fifty tons of payable quariz on either the Hodg-
kiuson. Paliner. or Ktheridge Gold Fields, at the
depths herein mentioned. namely :—
Hodgkinson, at a depth of 540 feet.
Patiner, at a depth of 570 feet.
1itheridge. at a depth of 517 tect.
The payableness of the quartz and the depth of the
mine (which must be perpendicular fron the surface)
to he certified to by the warden of the goldfield from
whieh the application tor payment of the reward is wade.

The rewards to be applicd for before the 1st of
January ol 1885,

2. That an address be presented to the (overnor,
praying that Ils Bxcelleney will be pleased to cause the
necessary measures to he taken for giving effect to the
foregoing resolution.

He said: I assume that all hon. members are
agreed as to the importance of the mining in-
dustry to the colony, and the encouragement
which it ought to receive. I shall therefore say
nothing as to the importance of the industry,
helieving that there is no necessity for doing so.
The (Government, I observe, have asum of £5,000
on the Kstimates passed last night, for prospect-
ing purposes. Ientirely agree with the intention
of the Government so far as it goes. ButI amin-
clined to think that they will have some difficulty
in expending that £5,000 during next year, or
even during the next two years. I say this for
several reasons. One reason is because for every
£1 which the Government find first, another £1
must be found by the party which is doing the
prospecting. That is to some extent a deterrent
to prospecting. Therearemany menwhowould go
prospecting for gold if they were not called uponto
bear the expense. Another reason isthat thereisa
belief existing in the minds of many cld miners
in the northern part of the territory, where
prospecting has been chiefly going on of late
years, that we have discovered the best of our
coldfields,  Of course we all know that a gold-
field such as Gympie, which is of sinall extent,
may be passed over by very energetic pros-
pectors  without coming across it ; but I
think—taking into consideration the general
nature ot our goldfields, and the large arvea which
each one occupies, and considering the amount of
prospecting that has bheen done privagsly as well
as by pulilic muney—tha‘u the P“i"d is not very
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far distant when the last of the goldfields will
have been discovered. T am smry to think
s0; but [ have a very good reason for
that belief from my knowledge of the miners
in the northern part of the country, and from
the expressions of opinion current amongst them
for several years past. Now, looking at it in
that light, it struck me that as we cannot expect
any very great success from surface prospecting,
it would be an advantage to the colony if we
could develop new goldfields at certain depths
below the surface. As a general rule miners
are not very confident as to the depth to
which gold reefs extend ; and it has been a
question of doubt even with geologists., But
still there is a fear in the minds of miners, that the
reefs do not godown very deep. Asa proof of that
1 may quote the depths which the deeper shafts
have reached on several of the important gold-
tields of thecolony. If wetake Ravenswood, which
has been worked for fourteen years, the deepest
shaft for gold-—not silver—is 400 feet. Thenif you
take Etheridge, which is nearly as old, the reef
is worked at the greatest depth of 270 feet, At
Palmer, the deepest shaft is 270 feet, and at
Hodgkinson, 240 feet. Those figures bear out my
contention, that as a general rule miners are
afraid to risk the expenditure of money in
sinking to any great depth, dreading as they
do that the reef does not extend lower. I have
adopted a principle in this resolution which
is, I think, fair to all the goldfields enumerated.
1 have selected the fields with the three deepest
shafts—that is, Gympie, Charters Towers, and
Ravenswood ; and I propose that in each of these
fields the depth of 500 feet deeper than the
deepest shaft shall be attained before the
bonus  of £3,000 can be obtained under the
conditions imposed by the regulations. It has
been stated that the Gympie Gold Field, by
having to go down 1,320 feet as agninst
only 1,000 feet by Charters Towers, is
handicapped. But such is not the case, for
each goldfield must sink exactly the same depth
before obtaining the reward. I do not see any
other means that could be devised by which the
rewards could be apportioned equitably. Tt
would not be fair to ask that the reward should
be given when the claim had reached a depth
of 1,200 feet, because in that case the deepest one
now in existence would have an advantage
over the others by 200 or 300 feet. Therefore
I have talken 500 feet for each of the three gold-
fields as the depth which mustbe attained beyond
their present depth before the reward can be
obtainedunder my motion. Now, I consider that
if we can induce miners—whether they are com-
panies or individual parties—to go down that
depth it will be an advantage to the colony.
In fact, T think, as a rule, that the deep mines
are mostly worked by comnpanies, for we can
scarcely expect parties of individual miners to
go down such a depth as 1,000 feet. This is not a
yuestion of companies or individual miners.
Neither 1s it a question with me whether the
rich man or the poor wan will reap the advan-
tage of the reward. That never entered into
wy caleulation. The advantage I wish beyond
everything is the advantage of the colony. If
we gat shafts at (ympie down to 1,320 feet, and
a gold reef is found there, every miner in that
field will be satisfied that he has got a chance of
finding gold by sinking to that depth. The
same reasoning applies to Charters Towers and
Ravenswood. On  the other three goldfields
which I have selected—the Hodgkinson, the
Palmer, and the Htheridge—[ have not asked
the miners to sink 500 feet, but only 300 feet.

And  the borus is  apportioned in  the
same proportion : that is, exactly £1,000
to the 100 feet. The reason I have taken

300 feet for Xhese fleld is this: the very fact of
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the shafts in these tields being of so shallow a
depth at the present time is a proof that the
miners there have greater difficulties to contend
with than on the other fields at a yreater depth.
Etheridge is an older field than Charters Towers.
1t isabout as old as Ravenswood, and very little
younger than Gymple, and yet on the Htheridge
the deepest shaft 1s only 270 feet ; the reason for
that is mainly the distance of the field from the
sea coast; everything there costs more than at
Gympie or at Charters Towers, especially now
that Charters Towers is in communication with
the railway; miners’ wages are much higher, and
mining material and machinery are extremely
expensive and hard to obtain. The same thinyg
applies exactly to the other two fields, the Palmer
and the Hodgkinson; neither of these fields
has the advantage of railway communica-
tion; and although the Palmer has one being
made to it, I believe it will e at least two
or probably three years before the railway is
completed into Maytown ; and acccording to the
terms of this resolution the bonuses must be
obtained within three years from the 1st.January
next. The other three fields which T have selected
for the 500 feet depth and £5,000 Lonus are in
communication with the sea by railway. (Gympie
has a railway, Charters Towers has a railway,
and now Ravenswood has one from the first of
this month-—so that any disadvantages those
fields have laboured under before as to commmuni-
cation have now been removed, and they are all
on an equal footing as far as that is concerned.
It may be contended that a better system of
assisting mining might be adopted. Ior instance,
I saw a criticism a couple of days ago in one of
the journals of this town, contending that it
would be much better to adopt the system in
existence in Victoria at the present time—
that is, to assist miners in sinking shafts, the
Government giving a certain percentage in the
expenditure for wages Incurred in so doing.
That, no doubt, is a very good plan; butina
colony where we have what may be called a free-
trade taritf it would be inconsistent. There is
1o more reason why the Government should
assist miners in sinking shafts, than there is why
they should assist farmers in ploughing fields, or
planters in growing cane, or the workers in any
other industry. Hitherto we have assisted and
encouraged industries by bonuses or rewards of
different kinds., For instance, we haveat present
in our Mining Act of 1874 a clause which I got
introduced empowering the Government to grant
a reward of £1,000 for the discovery of a payable
goldfield. Sometines those rewards have been
obtained without the slightest amount of labouy,
As a general rule they bhave been obtained
by chance, asx most of our goldfields have been
discovered by accident, and not by the labour of
prospecting. Then we gave a bonus of land for
the encouragement of the sugar industry ; and I
could mention numerous other instances in which
bonuses have been given for the starting of indus-
tries. But this particular system which has
been advocated as existing in Vietoria is the
result of the protectionist tariff which exists
there. Tt wasfound that the miners were receiv-
ing so little benefit from the system of protection
that they were verylikely to goagainstit and advo-
cate treetrade. Thevefore the benefit of protec-
tion was given to them, as it had been given to
many other industries, and it was decided to
encourage deep sinking by the expenditure of
publicmoney. There is a provision that the imoney
is to be returned, but, as I stated last night, that
provision is ““inore honoured in the breach than
n the observance.” It is like our system of
granting loans to cemeteries, the trustees are
supposed to refund the money ; but that is very
rarely done, as the Colonial Secretary knows.
The Victorian system isnot at all inaccord with
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our present fiscal system, and I can see no
reason why we should adopt it here.  If we did,
there are twenty other industries which would
make a similar claim, and which would have an
equal right to make it. T do not think I need
say much more on the subject. I have explained
how the system will work, and I hope the
Minister for Mines will see his way to accept
the resolution, or, if not, to modify it in some
way s0 as to make it equally useful to the
miners. I am thoroughly convinced from
my own experience in mining, strengthened
by the experience of scores of other older and
better miners than I am, that we have very
little to hope for from new surface goldfields,
and that the proof that gold-bearing reefs exist at
these particular depths will be more than equal
to the finding of an alluvial goldfield. As there
must be a large expenditureof money in reaching
these depths, I have given a bonus larger than
the ordinary reward that is given for finding
an alluvial goldfield. I may mention that last
night I unexpectedly received a telegram from
Maytown on this subject. Hon, members who
read the criticism the other day in the Cowrder
may have remarked that the toundation of that
criticism was the objection of the miners of May-
town to the system of giving honuses, and their
advocacy of the Victorian system. By the
signature of the sender of the telegram I presume
that heis a journalist. He signs himself “ W,
Crozier Wehr, Chronicle office”; and he tele-
graphs, ‘‘ Petition being signed support motion
bonus deep sinking and subsidy field.” I will now
conclude by moving the motion standing in my
name.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said : Every
member in the House, Iam sure, recognises the
necessity for encouraging the development of
the goldfields of the colony, and for the Govern-
ment giving assistance in raising all minerals,
The question is, which is the best way to go
about it. It would be presumption on my part
if T undertook to set up my opinion against
the hon. member for Townsville, because he
thoroughly understands the subject. I myself
know nothing at all about the practice of
mining; but it strikes me that the pro-
posal put forward by the hon. member can
only be availed of by wealthy capitulists.
It appears to me that the proposition will
shut out entirely the working miners, because
they have no means of sinking very deep shafts.
I rather approve of the system adopted in Vie-
toria, where the Government subsidises those
people who sink below a certain depth. I
mention that, because I should like some prac-
tical miners to give their opinion upon it. All
that I can say is, that the Government are very
desirous of encouraging and assisting the mining
industry all over the colony, whether it is gold
or any other mineral that is being soughtfor. But,
does the hon. member’smotion indicate the proper
way to go about that. I am free to confess that
although we have voted sums of money year after
year for prospecting for gold no real benefit has
been derived. The fact of the matter is that the
(Government hitherto have simply found the
money for equipping parties for prospecting
purposes, but, notwithstanding that, no good
results have been obtained. The Government
are, however, bound to do all they can to
encourage the mining industry, and they are
quite willing, if any proper scheme can be pro-
posed, to carry out the ideas of the hon, member.
I am inclined to think that if anyone struck
gold at a good depth he would be amply
rewarded for histrouble, but I would much rather
that this scheme should be made to apply to
everyone alike, so that the working miner may
have a chance against the ecapitalist. The
guantity of stone to be raised, as mentioned by the
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hon. member for Townsville—namely, 50 tons—
appears to me to be rather small, and T would
prefer, at all events, that that should be altered
t0 100 tons. However, as Isaid, it is presumption
on my part to set up 1wy opinion against
the member for Townsville, because I know
he has a thoroughly practical knowledge of
mining ; a much better knowledge of that than of
railway contracting. I would takethe hon. mem-
ber’s opinion upon mining matters as soon as that
of anyone I know ; and if, as I say, any reasonable
means can be devised for assisting the miners of
the colony to strike payable gold at a greater
depth than it has hitherto been discovered at,
the Government are very willing indeed to give
all the assistance they can.

Mr, SMYTH said: As a representative of a
mining constituency and as a miner, 1 must sav
that my constituents do not agree with the pro-
posal of the hon. member, nor do I agree with it.
The system has been tried before. 1t has been
tried in New South Wales on the Adelong Gold
Field, and a reward of £1,000 was given to the
party of miners who got gold at a depth of 800fect.
A company named the Great Victoria Extended
raised a few tons of quartz, and the Inspector of
Mines pronounced the stone as being pay-
able. That stone returned 1% oz. to the ton,
but after the £1,000 had been paid the mine
did not turn out aceording to prospects. Well,
the same company sunk down 1,026 feet and
they got gold again, and claimed another reward
of £1,000; but I do not know whether they
got it or not. It strikes me that this offer-
ing of rewards is like greasing a fat pig. If a
man sinks 1,000 feet and gets payable gold at
that depth he does not want a reward for it
For myself, T prefer the loaning system, which
has been carried on in Victoria with great
success. Last year the Government assisted sixty-
five companies in Vietoria to prospect for gold,
and in fourteen or fifteen cases their efforts were
successful, and those companies have been the
means of opening up several mines that would
never have been worked had it not been for the
assistance of the Government. Up at Charters
Towers Mr. Thomas Mills, an old and experi-
enced miner, feels certain he ecan find gold
below 1,000 feet, and he has gone down to
Victoria to get the necessary machinery for
prospecting at that depth ; but he would never
think of claiming a reward of £5,000 if he was
successful enough to strike payable gold.

The PREMIER : Would he not ?

Mr. NORTON : My word, he would !

Mr. SMYTH: T strongly object to this
proposal on the grounds that the depths are
not fairly apportioned. Then we have it
that Gywmpie must go down to a depth
of 1,320 feet before any reward can bhe
claimed on that field. Now, the deepest
shuft on Gympie, the United Smithfield, is sunk
down to a depth of about 830 feet, and it cost
£20 to sink every foot. That shaft has not
had payable gold for the last 600 feet. Ever
since they left the 250-feet level nothing has
been found, and I do not think it fair that Gympie
should be handicapped to the extent of 1,320 feet,
as proposed by the hon. member for Townsville.
They are handicapped 230 feet more than
Charters Towers, and 420 feet more than Ravens-
wood. We donot think that is fair, considering
that at Gympie, at the present time, we have
sixteen shafts over 500 feet deep, and eight others
over 400 feet, besides several crosscuts extending
over 500 feet in length. Tt would be a mistake
to award a claim for one single deep shaft.
There are many claims in which good yields
are got which are worked down to the
gold level. The owners get good dividends ;
they pick the eyes out of the claim, and
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then they clear out. That has heen the cage ina
good many instances. We bad areport before us
the other day which showed that the [da mine
at the Palmer had obtained 4,782 touns, which
yielded 11,636 ozs. of gold. and that gave a return
of £46,544. But then they sank no deeper.
And there was the Queen claim at the Palmer,
from which 3,499 tons were taken. That gave
11,186 ozs. of gold, which brought £44,744. Why
should these be subsidised if they got such hand-
some returns ?

The Hon. J. M. MACROSSAN : Many of
the men who got the returns have sold out and
gone,

Mr., SMYTH: They are getting no returns
now.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN : No; not at
present.

Mr. SMYTH : The usnal system in working
a mine is that while we are getting payable
stone we devote part of the profits towards
doing a certain amount of dead-work, perhaps in
sinking. T know that in the Gympie mines it is
always considered right to keep ahead of their
work. They keep theshaft going down. TIknow
several shafts that have been sunk over 500 feet in
the last three years right straight down. Tf alond
Jide system is carried on, then the Government
might give a subsidy on the wages that are paid
in working a mine, say 10s. for every £1 spent in
actual miners’ wages ; and let the representative
shafts be selected by competent persons. I know
shafts where as much will be proved at 600 feet
as in others at 900 fect, on account of the
different strata. We know that when we
come to a particular strata we shall get

gold. T think the hon. member for Towns-
ville, in asking for some assistance in this

way, should see that justice is done to all
the mining townships. I do not think the
miners in the colony will agree to this proposal.
1 believe the miners at Maytown will disagree
with it, and I Lknow the miners at Charters
Towers and Gympie do; but T shall have much
pleasure in supporting the hon. member if he
brings forward his proposal in a better form.

Mr. LISSNER said : T may say that Ravens-
wood and Charters Towers are of far greater
importance, as far as population is concerned,
than Gympie ; but the hon. member for Gympie
has the advantage in the fact that he has got
the apinion of his constituents that they did not
like the proposal. I have not. I have had no
news from my coustituents as to whether they
approve of this scheme or not ; and, therefore, I
stand here to act on my own judgment. There
is nothing more difficult than to judge mining
matters ; and though I have been connected since
1856 with mining in Victoria, New Zesaland,
and other places, I am at a loss to say
whether this is a good scheme or not.
Superficially, T do not think it is a good thing.
I do not think it will improve the working
miners, those who bond fide gv into the bush to
look for gold. It will only benefit those who are
in a position to sink deep shafts. As the
motion stands now, any party will have
to go on exactly in the same shaft that is known
to be at a particular depth, and will have to sink
for the sake of the reward. Now I do not think
anyone could go to Gympie, and, starting on a
new line or supposed new line of reef, sink
1,320 feet in three years. The rewards, of course,
will lapse at the end of 1888, At Charters
Towers, too, I do not think anybody could
sink a shaft in three years to the depth
required, unless indeed he had double or
treble shifts, which would require a great
deal of capital. If the Government intend to
support capitalists, I believe this scheme will be
a good thing; but if they intend to encourage
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engaged in mining just
now in going deeper with their shafts, I do
not think it will work. I should like the
hon. member to withdraw his motion for the
present, and allow the representatives of the
different mining communities to have a confer-
ence with the miners to see whether they can
frame any scheme of reward that will be a benefit
to the whole colony. As it stands now, I say,
only those miners can get the reward who are in
a position to sink for it. For instance, at May-
town and Charters Towers claims can easily be
sunk down the vequired depth, produce the 50
tons of stone, and get the reward. DBut that is
not what is wanted. T hope the hon. member
will come to the conclusion that it would be
better to let the matter stand over for a while,
and allow the miners to think over it.

Mr. MELLOR said : Mr. Speaker,—I am
sorry that the hon. gentleman who introduced
this motion is not in his place; but I am glad to
see a motion of the kind introduced to this
House, as 1 consider the subject to be of the
greatest importance. Like the rest of the
speakers who have addressed the House, T do
not believe in the principle upon which it is
brought forward, and I think it is unfair that
Gympie should be handicapped to the extent it
is; Charters Towers coming next. I believe
they are getting gold at as deep levels at
Charters Towers as at Gympie; but to
fix the depth to be reached before the awar
can be claimed, at 1,320 feet will not be
much of an inducement to the miners at Gympie.
There is one shaft at the present time which is
coiting £20 a foot for sinking— that 1s an excep-
tionally expensive shaft on account of the water.
To obtain the reward they would have to sink
166 feet a year; that would cost something over
£3,000 a year for three years. I do not think
they would be able to do it in the time. The
shaft is sunk in low ground liable to floods,
and they might be stopped for months together.
I think it would be better if the hon. member
were to withdraw his motion, and accept the
suggestion of the hon. member for Kennedy to
consult with the members for the different gold-
fields, and see if some scheme could be devised
that would be fair and just, and be an encourage-
ment to deep-sinkers. The hon, member said
he believed all the best goldfields in Queensland
had been discovered. That is a matter of
opinion. It was only the other day that we saw
one of the most important discoveries yet made
in Queensland—that is Mount Morgan; and 1
believe it is quite likely that we may get a good
many Mount Morgans in Queensland, though
they may not be discovered in the way we
expect—that is by tracing the alluvial, and then
working the reefs. I do not think we should
look at it as the Minister for Works has done,
who is afraid that rich companies might obtain
the reward. If we can only induce people to
go down and get payable gold, it will give such
an impetus to wmining that it will be worth a
great deal more to the Government of the
country than the reward. If a man discovers
a fresh goldfield, we do not consider whether he is
rich or poor ; and even if he came on it accident-
ally it 18 of as much value to the country as if
he had discovered it by hard work. Something
has been said about the geologists predicting that
deep sinking would not be successful. I do not
think we should place too much reliance on the
report of geologists after the experience we had
of them, and the damage they cansed to Gympie
in the early days. I am confident that deep
sinking will be as successful here as in other
colonies. There is a shaft at Sandhurst in
Victoria called the ‘180" shaft, which is
down 1,760 feet, and they are getting good
gold at that depth; and 1 do not see why we

people who are
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should not expect the same results in this colony,
The discovery of gold at greater depths would
have a double advantage. There are so many
mines where all the machinery is on the ground
for sinking shafts, and that is the first and
heaviest cost. They could go down twice the
depth with no more expense for machinery.
Besides that, the discovery of gold at greater
depths would give confidence, and add stability
to the industry. I should be glad to see some
scheme by which encouragement would be given
to parties sinking deep shafts, even if they were
unsuccessful.  We might adopt the Victorian
plan of paying 10s. for every £1 paid in wages;
or we might even be more liberal than that,
and make it £1 for £1. In case they were
guccessful in their efforts, they could refund the
money to the Treasury; whilst if they were
unsuceessful they would have some relief. There
is £5,000 on the Estimates at the present time
for prospecting for gold. I do not think that
amount can possibly be expended in the manner
proposed by the Minister for Works; T think
that the £2,000 on the last Estimates was not
nearly spent. The hon. gentleman, I think,
might go beyond gold discovery, and give some
reward for tin and other minerals. Discoveries
of this kind are very valuable to the colony, and
1 should be glad to see some encouragement given
in that irection.

Mr. ARCHER said: Mr. Speaker, — For
persons with no practical experience in mining
this is rather a difficult subject to speak on. 1
myself feel some diffidence in giving an opinion
on the matter ; but I think the debate, except
with regard to part of what fell from the last
speaker, hasdrifted entirely away from the purpose
the hon. member for Townsville had in view
when he brought this matter forward. I remem-
ber distinctly that he said he did not want to
make this a rich or a poor man’s question:
he did not consider in any way whether it
would assist one reef wmore than another;
he simply wished to prove that in Queens-
land, as in other countries, there was gold at
a greater depth than it is now mined for. He
sa1d he did not care who got the reward—whether
it was the wealthiest company or the poorest
man—so long as they satisfied the country, and,
therefore, encouraged others to go to deeper
levels than now for the discovery of gold. The
hon. member for Townsville had also said that
so far as experience and knowledge went, the
opinion of the miners was that gold was not
discoverable at great depths, and that pri-
vate enterprise was not likely to sink deep
mines. The Minister for Mines said that
the plan proposed by the hon. member for
Townsville would not enable the poor man to
wet, any benefit from it, but the hon. member for
Townsville says he meant it for the benefit of
Queensland at large, and not for the benefit of
the miners. The best way to find out whether
there was payable gold at great depths would
not be the best way to encourage poor men to sink.
The best way wonld be to encourage wealthy
companies who have already deepshafts, to expend
money in sinking them deeper. It is said that
there are large companies who had found gold
at certain depths, and who by following down
their reefs would pay for the sinking of the
shafts, and thus, having attained the required
depth, wounld claim the reward, although they
had done nothing except to enrich themselves.
But even if that were the case, the object
would be fulfilled. It would show that there
were deep-lying reefs in Queensland, and it
would encourage others to look for them.
That is the object of the motion, so far as T under-
stand it. The hon. the Minister for Works has
met the motion somewhat unfairly. He is
anxious to seecond the member for Townsville in
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encouraging deep mining, but his difficulty was
that he could not see the best method for doing
it. It is therefore necessary that the question
should be fully debated by those practically ac-
quainted with mining, so that we may secure the
object in view--namely, the best method of ex-
pending the money in developing and encouraging
deep mining. If that were kept in view hon.
members would not care whether deep mining
was proved profitable by wealthy companies or
by poor men. The great thing is to prove that
deep sinking will lead to gold reefs, and there-
fore be a constant source of wealth to the colony.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Mr, Speaker,
—I regret that duties detained me elsewhere, and
prevented me having the advantage of hearing
the hon. member for Townsville submitting his
motion, and the speech he made in support of it;
as also the remarks of the hon. gentlemen who,
T understand, have already addressed themselves
to the subject. There can be but one opinion as
to the motive which prompted the hon. gentle-
man to introduce this motion to the House.
There can be no doubt that he is actuated by the
sincerest desire to advance the prosperity of the
great mining industry of the colony. Aundtothe
extent that he has sought to accomplish hisobject
by this resolution he is to be heartily commended.
I fear, however, that, while commending the
hon. gentleman’s excellent intention, 1 can-
not see my way to support the resolution in
the shape that it has assumed. There can
be no doubt that it is of the greatest importance
to the mining industry that deep sinking should
be encouraged. I know that in the Charters
Towers Gold Field it has been found that the
deeper they sank the richer the stone they have
obtained ; and that in the opinion of many ex-
perts there, as well as in other parts of the
colony, there are very rich reefs lying at consi-
derable distances below the surface. But men
who have the requisite skill, and energy, and
enterprise for engaging in the attempt to discover
these deep reefs are debarred, and absolutely pre-
vented in many cases, by the amount of capital
necessary for the work of sinking the shafts,
There are many men, not only up there, but in
other parts of the colony, who are perfectly
willing to embark in enterprises for the dis-
covery of deep reefs ; but they like to be assured
that they shall not engage in attempts that
will absolutely ruin them. My opinion is, that
if this motion were passed i its present
form it would have the effect of giving great
rewards to a few fortunate men. There are
parts of the goldfields where men of large
practical experience are fully assured that,
by sinking in certain localities, they will strike
gold reefs at certain depths, and it may be in
their power to sink to those depths, And there
may be other men elsewhere who, not having
that certainty, have not the courage to sink deep
shafts. I think it would be better if a system
were devised by which persons who are anxious
to test the quality of deep reefs were assisted
by liberal grants from the Government on
somewhat similar conditions to those that
obtain in Victoria. I have ascertained that
in Victoria it is the practice to assist persons
engaged in deep sinking by giving them consider-
able amounts proportioned to their outlay—those
amounts to be refunded to the Government in the
eventof those whosink deepshaftsbeing successful.
That is a reasonable way to encourage the mining
industry. But itis a different thing when persons
who, from no fault of their own, are not success-
ful, should get nothing at all for their outlay and
enterprise, while other persons, simuply because
they have had the good fortune to strike areef at
a certain depth and bring up fifty tons of pay-
able quartz, should get the handsome reward of
£5,000, in addition to the untold wealth that
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lieg beforethem. Tt would be no hardship to a
sucecessful miner, who was encouraged to proceed
till he found a reef at a certain depth, to refund
tothe Government theamount they advanced, and
which advanceenabled himto makethe discovery;
and the unsuccessful but equally deserving miner
would not beruined by his enterprise. I am glad
to know, from a conversation I have had on this
subject with my hon. eolleague the Minister for
Works, that he has been before to-day, and is
now, exceedingly anxious for the formulation of
some scheme to assist the prosecution of deep
sinking on our gold-mines. The hon. gentleman
is fully alive to the importance of it, and is only
anxious to know which isthe best way to proceed.
I understand that my hon. colleague in the re-
presentation of the Kennedy, has made a sug-
gestion to the House that it would be a good
thing if those who represent goldfields were
to meet for consultation on the subject of what
would be the best means to adopt. That is a
very excellent suggestion, and I have not the
slightest doubt that the Minister for Works would
be very glad to give his cordial sapport to any
well-considered scheme emanating from those
hon. members, When I visited my constituents
some twelve months ago this question of assist-
ing persons to sink deep shafts was often spoken
of, and I then expressed the opinion I have done
now, that the best plan would be for the Govern-
ment to contribute an amount in proportion to
the expenditure incurred ; such amount to be
refunded in the event of success being achieved.
Of course those who did not succeed would not be
called upon to refund the money advanced by
the Government. In this way enterprise would
be considerably extended, and I do not think it
would be much to be regretted, even if a rich
company were to be successful in sinking the
shaft. Whoever had the enterprise to under-
take the work, whether rich or poor, let them
have all the assistance the Government can
afford ; and if the rich company is successful in
happening upon & payable reef at a great
depth, the country would not be the loser,
especially as that rich company would refund
the money which had been advanced by the
(overnment to assist the enterprise. 1f the
hon. gentleman were to withdraw this resolution
after hearing the expression of opinion upon it,
and bring forward the subject at some future time,
after consultation with the other members who
represent Inining interests, he would effectually
serve the object which he had in view when he
brought this resolution forward.

The Hon. R. B. SHERIDAN said: It is
simply an act of justice on my part to correct a
statement made by the hon. member for Towns-
ville. T understood that hon. gentleman to say
that the discoveries of gold in Queensland were
by accident, and that he knew the best of them
had been so discovered. I happen to know quite
the reverse of that. When-—what has since turned
out to be of such incalculable worth—the Gympie
Gold Field was discovered, it was to me that the
discovery was reported, and I granted the dis-
coverer his protection area, and reported the
matter to the Government. I was also concerned
in getting him his just reward. T allude to Mr,
James Nash, who, after prospecting hundreds of
miles, unassisted by anybody, but entirely
through hisown exertions and at his own expense,
finally diseovered Gympie. That discovery was
made at a time when the colony was at its lowest
ebb, and gave the turning point to its affairs,
since which it has continued to progress in wealth
up to the present time.

My, NORTON said: I think the hon. mem-
ber for Maryborough has misunderstood the
hon. member for Towngville. That hon. member
did not say that all the goldfields of the colony
had been discovered by accident, bnt that most
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of them had been so discovered. He did not
vefer to any one mine in particular, and his
statement had no connection with Gympie or
any other particular goldfield. T am sure the hon.
member for Townsville would be the last man
in the House to detract from the credit which
Grympie deserves for the assistance it gave to the
colony at a time when assistance was Imost
needed. I am glad to hear that the Minister
for Mines is anxious to forward some well-con-
sidered scheme for the encouragement of deep
sinking; and every hon. member will be glad
to see such a scheme brought forward——whether
hebe a goldfields member or not—and give itevery
possibie assistance. Had that been done earlier
the hon. member for Townsville would have had
no occasion to move his present motion, and
that is the only scheme which the House has
now before it. It appears to me that, in the
objections raised to the motion, the old bugbear
of the capitalist has been dragged out in a most
extraordinary way. No one who knows any-
thing about deep mining can possibly suppose
that such a work could be undertaken by a poor
man; and if it is not to be undertaken by capi-
talists it will have to be undertaken by the
Government, The Government might under-
take the work under the direction of a geologist,
who would inform them where trials of that
kind should be made with a chance of their
proving successful., Reference was made just
now to the damage which had been done to
Gympie by the report of the geologist. Well,
Mr. Speaker, we have a geologist in the colony
whom, I think, no one can say anything against,

Mr. SMYTH : Only one.

Mr. NORTON : I am not saying we have
more. I refer to Mr. Jack; and I say he iva
man who, T think, from the reports he has
made, has led to our placing an immense deal of
credit and confidence in any statements he
makes in regard to geological matters, and I am
quite sure that if he had reported as another
geologist is said to have done upon Gympie, his
report would have been of a much more satisfactory
nature. Therefore it is hardly fair that because one
gentleman who represented himself as a good
geologist made a mistake, that everyone who
followed him should be abused. In reference to
this matter one thing ought to be taken into
consideration. There is already a sum on the
Estimates of £5,000 towards the assistance of
persons who like to go out to prospeect for gold.
That sort of work can be undertaken by poor
men. Subscriptions are raised in order to enable
them to go out, and those subscriptions are sup-
plemented by Government assistance, and the
result is that a considerable number may go out
who would not be able to engage in any mining
which eutailed a very great expense. I would
also point out that if this work is undertaken by
capitalists, it is not they alone who will benefit
by it. They do not do the work themselves,
and if they succeed in finding gold in payable
quantities others will go out and will open up
fields of labour for other miners. 1t seems tome
to be a mistake to be always dragging in this
wretched capitalist, ag if he was a man with no
object on earth but to injure the country. It is
impossible to work the mines of this colony
without capital, and the very men who condemn
capitalists are of that class themselves. The
Minister for Works is very much given to decry-
ing capitalists, but there is not in this House a
richer man than he is. He is not afraid of being
rich ; and why should he be afraid of other men
becoming s0? The hon. member, if he has got a
finger in the pie, does not mind in the least. We
know him well, and we understand him by
this time. 1 do not think the hon. member
means what he says when he speaks against
capitalists,
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS : You say

all this often enough in the Courier.
. Mr. NORTON : T daresay that they do say
it in the Courier, and 1 daresay they are quito
right. I think the hon. member would much
rather be a capitalist than a poor man. With
regard to the motion, I canuot say 1 altogether
agree with it, hecause it ought to be made applic-
able toall fields of the colony, and I am sure the
hon. mewmber for Townsville will be prepared to
amend his motion in such a way as will makeit
applicable to the whole colony. One advantage
might ensue froma motion of this kind, There has
beenanexpression of opinion that the Government
ought to provide diamond drills in ordertotest the
country for gold, and I think that would lead to
a namber of companies and private individuals
providing diamond drills for themselves if they
found the operations successtul, and in that way
they would be able to sink for gold at great
depths and obtain the Government reward.  On
the whole T think that the proposal of the hon,
member is a very good one, and I am quite sure
from what has fallen from hon. members that
they think semething of the kind would be very
beneficial to the country. I believe everyone
recoghises the importance of the mining in-
dustry, and it is only a question of the proper
way in which such a proposal us that made
by the hon. member should be carried out.
That is the only ditticulty, I gather, from what
has heen said, and | am sure the hon. member
for Townsville, if any suggestions are made, will
be prepared to amend his motion so as to make
it acceptable to every member of the House.

Mr. FRASER said: T cannot pretend to
know much about mining. 1 have had a little
experlence of the sinking process connected with
it as regards mining companies, and that is the
extent to which my knowledge goes; but it
has always been a matter of wonder to ine
why such distinguished preference should
be given to the gold industry, and that all
the other industries that are capable of
being developed should mnot be encouraged.
I can see no reason for it. It may be my
obtuseness, but I cannot see anything that can
entitle the gold-mining industry to a preference
of this kind. I may be somcwhat heterodox
in_this matter, and I should be glad to le
enlightened. 1 have not the slightest doubt
that, by processes of this kind, we should be able
to establish a good many industries on a
suceessful footing—industries which, it seems to
me, would give abundance of employment to
numbers of men. It secms to me, at all events,
that these rewards should be offered for the dis.
covery of all minerals, and T cannot see why
this constant preference shonld be given to
the gold mining industry. I am as anxious as
anyone in this House to see the gold-mining
industry flourish, but it is just as well to call
attention to this feature of the question occa-
sionally.  Coming now to the proposal of the
hon. member for Townsville, it wonld be, of
course, presumption on my part to criticise it,
but I do not think it is quite fair. The hon,
member proposes to give £3,000 for the disco-
very of gold on the Hodgkinson at a depth of
540 feet; on the Palmer, ata depth of 570 feet ;
and on the Ftheridge, at a depth of 517 feet.
While, T presume, the object of giving a reward
for deep sinking is to find ont whether gold is to
be found at such depths, I think that at Gympie
andelsewhereithasbeen already proved; and what
has been proved there in all probability may be
sald to exist in other places. The hon. gentleman
has framed a_series of differential depths for

different goldfields. I do not think that is
fair, It may be right that at Gympie and some

of the older goldfields they have gone down deeper
than in other places; bhut in cases of that
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kind it is ten chances to one whether sinking
to prove whether gold can be found at those
depths will not be begun at the depth that is
already attained. It may be undertaken by
many capitalists, and will be in connection with
the greater depth alrendy attained. I think if a
reward is to be offered at all, in the form in which
the hon. member has put it, all the fields should
be placed on an equal footing. Of course,
I am not sufficiently conversant with the
matter to offer an opinion as to what course
should be taken; and 1 have noticed in the
course of the discussion that those who are
conversant with it hold diverse opinions as to
the best mode of inducing parties to engage in
this enterprise. I admit that it would be a great
advantage to the colony if it could be proved
that gold was to be found at much greater
depths than have yet been tested; and judg-
ing from the nature of things I do not see
why it should not be so. T think it is a
fair conclusion that gold can be found
at very much greater depths. The suggestion
made by some hon. members, that the (Govern-
ment should give 10s. for every £1 spent, has
some serious objections. I think it would en-
courage an extravagant and profitless mode of
expending public money; and as to expecting
the repayment of the money, I should like to
know to what extent the refunds have been
made in Victoria and elsewhere where the
system is in force. I think the best plan would
be something in the form the hon. member has
put it, although, as T have said, there is an
element of unfairness in the different depths
which are stated.

Mr. PALMER said: Like the hon. member
who has just spoken, I am not practically
acquainted with gold-mining; but I feel coni-
pelled to take an interest in the question,
because Ktheridge—one of the oldest gold-
reefing distriets in the colony—is in the
constituency I have the honour to repre-
sent. With reference to the argument used
by the hon. member for South Brisbane, that
he did not see why prizes should be offered for
sinking to greater depths—he must know, or
perhaps he has heard, that gold-mining is one
of the most precarious callings in the colony, and
onein which, where one man is successful, perhaps
ten are unsuccessful ; so that some inducement
to carry on and extend the calling is not only very
much needed, but will be thoroughly appreciated
by the miners. The argument has been used that
none but capitalists will reap benefit from this.
I fail to see that that is a good argument, because
I am quite certain the country will reap an
indirect benefit. Working miners will be
employed in working the mines, and they
eventually will reap the reward of what the
capitalists have done. The difference in the
depths on the Northern and Southern fields is, T
think, fully explained by the great difference
in the price of stores, the rate of wages, and
the charges for carriage, Some of the
Southern fields are alongside railways; but
in the North the facilities of carriage are far less.
Etheridge, for instance, is over 300 miles inland,
and the road is over rough country. T am quite
certain that the difference in the depths has been
well arranged by the hon. member.” There may,
of course, be many points in the motion which
will meet with disapproval ; but they may be
amended. As far as the principle is concerned,
I am quite in accord with the hon. member, and
I believe in saying that I am speaking the senti-
ments of the miners I have the honour to repre-
sent.

The COLONTIAL TREASURER said: T
do not intend to say much on this motion ; but it
strikes me that there are features in it that I
should not like to see pass unnoticed, [ think
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that gold-mining deserves special encouragement,
because it stands in a different category from
any other industry in the colony. We must
all admit that it is gold mining that has
been the means of settling population in the
Australian colouies and placing them in such
a foremost position amongst eivilised countries ;
and therefore T think it is an industry that we
ought to regard as entitled to onr most favourable
consideration. The question then is how the en-
couragement can be most favourably and most
equitably given. I believe the hon. gentleman
has the development of the industry thoroughly
at heart, and that he intends that it shall re-
assume those important dimensions it attained to
in the past. Looking at the motion in that light,
thereare some features in it that are not altogether
satisfactory or equitable. The motion proposes—
“1. That, for the purpose of encouraging deep mining
on the goldfields of the colony, it shall be lawtal for
the Colonial ‘Treasurer to pay the sums of £5,000 and
£3.000, respectively, as a reward, npon the following
couditions, namely -—
£5,000 to the miner or party of miners who shall be
the first to obtain and report the getting of 50
tons of payable gquartz on either the Gympie,
Charters Towers, or Ravenswood Gold Iields.”
It seems to me that the obtaining of fifty tons of
payable quartz only is not a sufficient quantity
to determine that a vich reef has been discovered
at the depth mentioned, and I will therefore
direct the attention of the hon. gentleman who
introduced the motion to the point as to
whether that amount of quartz would be
sufficient to indicate that a substantial or
large reef had been hit upon. That is one
demerit of the motion. The second is as to
what the hon. gentleman considers to be payable
quartz. That, I take it, is a very uncertain
term ; without entering upon an explanation of
what T consider to be payable quartz, which I
do not think myself competent to do, I consider
that the motion is extremely vague in that
direction. Then, again, the third fault I find
with it 1is this : that the hon. gentleman
has based his depths at 500 feet deeper
than the deepest shaft at present sunk upon
the fields mentioned. Assuming that to be so—
and I am informed that the greatest depth
attained at Gymple, in the Smithfield reef, is
820 feet—if this mine is sunk 500 feet lower, to
1,320 feet, and they come upon a payable reef,
from which 30 tons of quartz can be obtained,
they will be entitled to the remuneration. I
will point out that that reef is placed at a great
advantage over all competitors, because it may
be the only reef on the field that has attained
that depth of 820 feet, and that the other
reefs, in proportion as they are less deep,
are handicapped as against the Smithfield
reef, which has a considerably less amount
of labour to undergo than the others. Therefore
T think that the motion will be inequitable in its
operations, and will encourage claims or shafts
which have at present attained the maximum
depth, as against those which are notso deep. I
think, therefore, that while it is the duty of the
Government to encourage gold-mining by all
legitimate means—and I am thoroughly alive
to the assistance the industry gave to the
development of Australia, particularly in re-
gard to Victoria, in the years 1853 and 1854,
when the fields of Xorest Creek, Castle-
maine, Bendigo, and Ballarat were discovered,
without which Vietoria would not have attained
the position she has during the last twenty-
five years, of one of the greatest dependencies
of the British Empire —at the same time, T
think, it should be done upon some basis which
will cominend itself to the acceptance of the
whole of the gold-mining community. Therefore,
T am of opinion that the hon. gentleman—who is
admitted to be an authority upon mining, and
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who introduced the motion with the interests of
the industry at heart—would do well if he
would take the advice of those gentlemen who
represent gold-mining constituencies, and with-
draw this motion with the view of reintroducing
it in such a shape as not to have the defects to
which I object, especially that of giving such an
advantage to those shafts which are at present
sunk to the maximum depth, and would have
consequently a great deal less worlk to do.

Mr. T. CAMPBELL : I think that the object
of the hon. member for Townsville in intro-
ducing the motion is an excellent one; but T
do not think he has introduced it in the most
practical form ; at the same time I daresay
that a motion upon such a subject could hardly
be introduced which would not meet with
great variance of opinion. The object of the
hon. gentleman seems to be to show that gold
can be found at a certain depth, and that, by
showing that, it would give an Impetus to gold-
mining, and induce people to spend their money
and energy in sinking for that gold. There is no
doubt that the importance of the gold-mining
industry can hardly be overrated. I think
that every hon. member in the House will agree
with the hon. gentleman in saying that. Had it
not been for the great gold discoveries in the
colony, we should not be in the prosperous state
we are. Some hon, gentlemen have taken excep-
tion to the conditions of the award to be given
to the Northern goldfields—the Hodgkinson,
Palmer, and Etheridge—and to that given to the
Southern fields of Gympie, Charters Towers, and
Ravenswood. It is well known that carrying
out deep sinking in the Southern fields is not so
arduous as upon the Northern fields, and
for the reason pointed out by the hon. mem-
ber for Burke, that the Southern fields have
greater facilities for carriage and obtain-
ing labour. On the Palmer, every foot over
500 feet costs twice as much as every foot over
1,000 feet at Gympie. It does not matter
whether it is a company or an individual ; but
whoever undertakes deep sinking upon the
Palmer must be ready to invest an enormou
amount of capital. They would have to
gink to b70 feet, or 300 feet beyond the
decpest shaft there now, and would have
to employ powerful machinery; and the
apparent concession that is given to deep
sinking wpon the Palmer is not unwarrantable
considering the circumstances of the field. With
regard to the Hodgkinson, there is no doubt
that that field has turned out an immense
amount of gold ; but under the present circum-
stances it is almost impossible for the men upon
the fleld to develop its resources. It has been
pointed out that deep sinking is precarions. 1t
is not the same as any other industry ; 2 man
may go into the wool industry or the sugar indus-
try, and know that he can calculate upon a certain
return, whichamay be small ; but in gold-mining it
is altogether different. A man may go downand
expend thousands of pounds, and not know
whether he is going to get one farthing return.
That is a difficulty that should not be overlooked.
If hon. members keep it in view, they will not
carp so much at the proposition before the House.
Now, sir, two of those fields arve in my consti-
tuency, and I have not the slightest doubt
that if this small concession were granted to
them it wonld give an impetus to the industry,
which is languishing, not for want of capital but
for want of means of employing that capital. The
enormous rates of carriage paid on the Palmer and
Hodgkinson at the presenttime arealmost prohibi-
tive. If carriage were light, if rations and
machinery could be got easily, and if labour were
nearly as cheap as in the Southein goldfields, no
doubt eapital would be invested. I have had
s veral communications, from the Hodgkinson in
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particular, asking that the CGiovernment would
make some such concession as this. I would very
heartily support the resolution, but there is one
difficulty I can hardly get over. The Colonial
Treasurer spoke with regard to the indefiniteness
of the word ‘‘payable,” but I think that is
almost got over by making the warden of the
goldfield the judge of whether quartz is payable.
What [ understand by the word ““payable” is this
—-that if a party of wzen spend £10,000 in reach-
ing gold, and from that depth take out £15,000
worth, they are certainly £5,000 to the good, and
that would be payable gold.  ff the gold raised
recoups them for the money expended in reach-
ing it, and leaves a margin of profit, that |
should consider payable gold. I think the matter
might very fairly be left to the discretion
of the warden in each case. Where I find
the difficulty is this: A party of miners on
the Palmer, for instance, would have to sink
570 feet from the surface before they were
entitled to a penny reward. Suppose at
540 feet they came on a reef of payable gold,
they might stop there. Kvery foot they sank
might cost them £30 or £40, and they would be
unlikely to go down the remaining distance. 1
think the resolution might be modified and a
sliding seale introduced, so that if a person got
payable gold at 540 feet he would receive a
certain remuneration, and if at 590 feet a greater
remuneration in proportion to the depth sunk.
If that objection is removed, or even if it is not
removed, I shall certainly support the resolution.

Mr, STEVENSON said : Mr. Speaker,—I am
sorry to say [ have not the knack of talking on
things I know nothing about.  Though there is
a gold-mine in my district I know nothing about
the subjeect, and T amn going to take the same line
as the hon. Minister for Works—believe what
the hon. member for Townsville sald and support
the motion.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN: If no
other hon. member is inclined to say anything,
I will say a few words in reply. I must first say
that I am very well pleased with the fairness of
the criticism my motion has received from hon.
members, Some of them certainly did well in
saying that they did not know much about
mining, because some of them certainly did not
show much kuowledge of the subject. I am
sorry to say that the one who showed the least
knowledge amongst all the critics was a gentle-
man who represents a very important goldfield—
the hon. the Attorney-General.  Hven the hon.
member for South Brisbane, although he
deprecated any assistance being given to the
mining interest above any other interest, seemed
to know a little more about mining than the hon.
the Attorney-General. Tthink he was wrong in
deprecating the assistance given to mining,
seeing, as the Colonial Treasurer pointed out,
that gold mining has been the making of Aus-

tralia. Had it not been for the discovery and
working  of gold-mines, the whole country
would still be a vast cattle and sheep
camp. The industry that has caused such a vast

alteration in the face of the country deserves
more consideration than any other industry.
The Attorney-General seems to think that
miners know where to find payable gold. 'Well,
I wish they did. He seems to think that there
are miners on Charters Towers who have nothing
to do but sink and find payable gold. I know
that some members besides myself have been
trying that game for the last seven or eight
years and have not succeeded yet. That is one
of the problems practical miners and geologists
have not yet solved--where to find gold.
The objection raised by the Colonial Treasurer
about the payableness of gold has been very
fairly answered by the hon. member for Cook
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(Mr. Campbell), who, though not a miner, seems
to understand mining as much as if he were one.
1 suppose that comes from a long residence on
goldfields, With regard to the depths, 1 tried to
apportion them on the different fields in accor-
dance with a return I got on the subject. I
thought at first of putting each field by itself
and letting the claims on one field compete with
one another for the bonus. Then we should
escape the jealousy between one field and another
with regard to depths, and I think after all it
would be the best plan. T thought, also, of
putting particular depths only for Charters
Towers and Gympie, sesing that they are in the
high road of prosperity, and that companies
there are not so backward in sinking as they have
more faithin the character of theirreefs. The other
fieldsofthe colony—those L havementioned as well
as those Thave not mentioned—would then all be
onthe same footing. The way in which I drew the
resolution was the plan I decided upon last. 1t
may not be the best form, but I think every hon.
mewber understands thoroughly that my motive
in placing it on the paper was to prove that
payable gold exists at a certain depth. That is
the difficulty with many miners, especially in
the Northern fields; they are uncertain. It is
nothing to say that because payable gold has
been found at 800 feet or 1,000 feet at Gympie it
will also be found at the Palmer at the same
depth, or on the Ktheridge ; because in some fields
the reefs run out, and in others where the
quartz reefs do not run out the gold runs out.
Each field has its own peculiarity. Probably,
therefore, as I first intended, the best plan would
be to let each field have a bonus proportioned to it,
and let the claims in that field compete with
each other. Ishould very gladly have heard the
opinion of the Premier on the subject. I have
waited anxiously to hear what he would suy
after what his three colleagues have said. I
thought the House was entitled to hear his
opinion on the subject ; but as he has not spoken
I take it for granted that he is in accord with the
spirit of the motion. It has been suggested by
the hon. member for Kennedy that I should with-
draw the motion and refer 1t to a conference of
mining members ; but seeing that there are so few
miningmembersin the House, and thatthe mining
members who have spoken do not agree with
each other, I think it would scarcely be advisable
to withdraw it with that object in view. Ifis
quite possible I shall withdraw it for another
object.  But before coming to that, I wish
to point ont distinctly, that I may say 1
thoroughly understand the system as practised
in Vietoria. Some hon. members seemed
to think that [ had never heard of it,
and knew nothing about it, and that it would
be the best systemn for the encouragement of deep
mining in Queensland. T mwust repeat that our
fiscal system is entirely opposed to that of Vic-
toria, and that the mining practice there is the
outeome of thesystem of protection that isadopted
to conciliate the miners and prevent them oppo-
sing the system of protection as applied to the
other industries of the colony. When the
miners began to find out that everything they
drank, everything they wore, and everything
they ate—that their tonls, and powder even, were
all highly taxed for the benetit of the other
industries—they asked themselves what good
protection had done them. And to hring
them round the miners were treated the same as
the other industries. A system of subsidising
impecunious companies was adopted. If we are
prepared to go in for protection wholesale,
we may adopt the Victorian system ; but unless
we are we cannot adopt it,  We cunnot subsidise
the miners in that way by sinking shafts for
thern unless we subsidise other industries. The
system I have advocated ix the system adopted
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in all freetrade countries—namely, the giving
of bonuses or rewards. The hon. member for
Gympie said that the system had Deeu tried at
Adelong in New South Wales, and had been a
failure. T know it was a fallure, but that was
not the fault of the system but of the people
who had the working of it.  There i3 a tradition
among the miners that the quartz that was
produced had not been obtained from the mines
at the specified depth, but from other claims.
That is a thing undoubtedly very hard to
guard against; but T should suppose that if
this system were adopted here the Govern-
ment would take very good care to see that
nothing of the kind was practised. Of course 1
know that it is quite possible to be done, and
that is why it wasa failure in New South Wales.
As to the amount of quartz that should e pro-
duced, 1 am quite aware that I have mentioned
a small amount in my resolution, but T am
prepared to male it 200 tons, 300 tons, or 300
tons, if the House consider it necessary. It isnot
altogether the amount of quartz; it is the quality
of the quartz which is to be the test. My motion
says it must be payable quartz. That 1s a term
which is well understood by miners, by every
mining registrar, and commissioner, and I pre-
sume, as the resolution is one regarding niiners,
it would be interpreted as miners interpret it.
As the Government have not opposed this
motion, but seem to be in thorough accord
with the spirit of it, and was they have already
placed £5,000 on the Estimates for prospecting
for gold, I am quite willing to trust the muatter
in their hands. The grant ou the Mstimates i
for surface prospecting only, but I quite agree
with the Minister for Works that that plan has
hitherto been unsuccessful. I know of a good
many parties which have gone out on the systemn
by which the Government grant paid for their
horses, tools, and firearms. But no good result
ever came from them except in two cases
—where they went out ostensibly to look for
gold and found tin. Of course I had a strong
moral certainty that they were going to look
for tin. As I have said, the Government have
shown a disposition to assist the mining inte-
rest, and as this £5,000 can only be expended on
the system of £1 for £1, I am quite willing to
trust the matter in their hands if I can get any
assurance that they will expend a sum of
£8,000 or £10,000 in trying a system like this—
modified if they choose. T do not want it ex-
actly like that which T have put here; but
let it be put in such a shape as to induce
capitalists to go in for it. Only capitalists can
do it : ordinary working men cannot sink a shaft
like that which is needed. I.et the Government
make regulations and offer bonuses to any com-
pany in the different fields which hasobtained gold
at certain depths—which the Government them-
selves may specify. If they do that I would be
quite satisfied and withdraw the motion, as my ob-
jectwould be attained. My object has been simply
to encourage the mining industry, because I can
see the period of depression coming up. We are
very prosperous just now in two of our goldfields
—Gympie and Charters Towers—but the pros-
perity there has been caused by those companies
which hon, gentlemen seemed to be afraid
of, The prosperity has not been caused by
small companies or individual miners. The
companies at Charters Towers have been
employing ininers at day-wages : and that is the
only formn of mining that can pay nowadays.
The old system of mining that obtained when I
was a miner, and when other members of this
House were miners, is wiped out. That system
was only fossicking and gully-raking—it was not
mining, 1 should like to hear something from
the Premier, and I would then withdraw the
motion.

EMEER. ]

Pharmacy Bill.

The PREMIER: Mr. Speaker,— T have
listened with great interest to the debate, and with
as much attention as 1 have been able. Not
only this vear, but in previous years, I have
been anxious to see some way by which we
could practically assist what may be called ¢ pros-
pecting downwards” ; hut T confess, whenever T
have approached the subject, I have been met
with very great difficulties, and I have never
heen able to come to a satisfactory conclusion
in my own mind as to what is best to do.
T have heard suggestions of various kinds.  One
of the best was that made by Warden Hodgkin-
son, an old miner of great experience. His pro-
posal was to pay the first man who gets to a given
depth ; give n benus, not sufficient to pay the
cost of sinking, but sufficient to give substantial
encouragement to a man to risk failure. 1 believe
his proposal, made to the head of the departient,
was to offer a bonus of £1,000 to the first miner,
or party of miners, who sank 500 feet on the
Paliner, That seemns to me the most satisfactory
way. Of course I speak subject to correction ;
T have not been able to armve at any definite
conclusion on the matter, although the
debate this evening will greatly help me in that
direction, There is, of course, the chance that
a man may sink 500 feet and find nothing,
which would certainly not tend to encourage min-
ing on the particular field. Ourobject should, of
course, be toinduee as many people as possible to
sink to a considerable depth ; but every scheme
that has yet been suggested has some disadvan-
tages.  The hon. member for Kennedy (Mr.
Tissner) mentioned a case where it is as certain
as anything in mining can possibly be, that gold
will be struck at a depth of 1,000 or 1,100 feet.
Persons are prepared to sink that shaft, knowing
that they will not touch gold until they reach
that depth ; in such a case it would not be en-
couraging mining to give them a bonus of £5,000.
The Government will take the matter most
anxiously into consideration. I think part of
the £35,000 vote might very fairly be devoted
to the encouragement of prospecting down-
ward; and I would recommend the offer of
any veasonable veward, even without first
obtaining the sanction of Parliament ; becanse I
am sure they would cheerfully vote the amount
when it was brought before them. I can giveno
further assurance than that. We shall endeavour
to formulate the best possible scheme, and if the
mining members will assist the Government
with their suggestions, the Government will be
only too glad to give effect to them, and to for-
mmulate the schente in such a manner as will lead
to success in the undertaking.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN: T am very
glad to hear what the hon. gentleman has just
said. The only objection to Mr. Hodgkinson's
scheme is, as remarked by the Premier, that
some men might get nothing ; which would be a
serions discouragement to the field. I know a
field where men, who were anxious to sell their
claims, were afraid to sink in case they should
strike a ““duffer.” As to the objection of the
member for Gympie about “greasing the fat
pig,” T should have no objection to ¢ greasing
the fat pig” if it would produce many other
“fat pigs.” I beg to withdraw the motion.

Motion withdrawn accordingly.

PHARMACY BILL.

The SPEAKER announced that he bad ve-
ceived a message from the Legislative Council to
the effect that the Council did not insist on their
disagreement to the amendment made by the
Legislative  Assembly in  oclause 5 of the
Pharmacy Bill.



172 New Treland Boys.

THE NEW IRELAND BOYS.

Mr, STEVENS, in moving—

That the Honse will, on Triday, the 12th instant. re-
solve itself into a Comnittee of the Whole to cousider
nfan address to the Governor, praying that His Bxcellency
will be pleased to eause to be placed upon the Supplemen-
tary Pstimates for 188 4-5 the sum of £325. to reimbhurse
William Ross, John Bird. Jessie Bird, and D. Louis. for
the loss sustained by them in consequence of the GGov-
ernment returning to New Ireland, before the expiration
ot their term of service, certain islanders under engage-
ment to the said persons—
said : In moving the motion standing in
my name, I know I am labouring under
a very great disadvantage, for the reason
that at the present time anything con-
nected with black labour is received with dis-
favour. However, I trust that when hon. mem-
bers have heard the particulars of the case they
will divest themselves of all sentiment in connec-
tivn with it, and treat it on its merits. The
history of the affair is this: One of the men
named in the motion became the employer of
nine New Ireland natives. They were brought
here in a labour vessel, shipped under the super-
vision of alabour agent, received in Brisbane by
the Immigration Agent, and by him passed on
to one of those men. Having more of them
than he needed, he transferred some of them
to the other persons mentioned. The men duly
tovk charge of the islanders and put them on
board a cutter. The cutter arrived in due
course at the Coomera River, and landed the
islanders on the bank. Owing to the cutter
arriving much sooner than she was expected, the
employers of the natives were not on the spot to
receive them. The men seemed perfectly quiet,
were good-tempered, in good spirits, and enjoying
themselves, It was thought by the captain that
no harm would happen if the men were left on
the bank till their employers turned up, and,
wishing to take advantage of the tide, he left
them there with no person in charge of them.
Not far from where the islanders were camped
there is a farm, and one of the per<ons on the
farm fired a shot in ovder to kill a fowl, As
soon as the islanders heard the report of a gun,
no doubt from some uupleasant associations
connected with the sound, they became very much
alarmed, rushed into the river, and nothing more
was seen of them for several days. The first
place they turned up at was on the shores of
Moreton Bay, where they were robbing the cane-
fields to get something to eat. They were dis-
turbed there, and crossed the Bay to Moreton
Tsland. There, for want of food, thev were
nearly starved, and killed a horse, and atea
portion of it. The remains of the horse were
found, and their tracks were followed up. They
then left Moreton Island for another island
in the Bay. These unfortunate men, terrified
out of their lives, went from island to island in a
half-starving condition, hunted by everyone
they came near. The farmers were afraid of
them, and in some instances fired at them,
hearing they were going to rob their cottages.
The police followed them, and after some
weeks they were cornered somewhere near
Cleveland, and taken prisoners. They werethen
put on, I think, Peel Island, and kept there
for a short time. The employers came to
Brisbane, and one or more of them went in the
Giovernment steanmer to interview these men to
see if they would return to their employment.
The immigration officer attempted to talk to
them, and after three-quarters of an hour he told
the employers that the men declined to go back
to their work, that they did not understand
their agreements, that there was no agree-
ment  at  all, and they did not know
what they had been brought there for,
Consequentlv the Covernmient corsidered that
the proper thing to do would be to return thesze
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men to their island. Tt was said that they did not
understand English, and that there was no one
to interpret. Well, if that was the case, it was
just as possible to get a *“ yes” from them as a
“‘no.” 1fthey could not understand the nature of
the agreement, it would be 1mpossible to make
them understand whether they should go back to
work or not. However, the Government returned
them to their island, and the employers thinking
that it was rather unfair treatment, applied to
the Government for compensation; but it was
refused, and hence the action they have taken.
The case of D. Louis is somewhat similar. He
had four men indented in the usual way; but
when they heard of the desertion of the other
men they deserted also, but were cleverly
wptured by two constables at Nerang, and were
also returned honie to their island without com-
pensation. If those are the facts of the case—
and I believe they are—I consider that the
Government, through the action of the agent

on board the schivoner and the immigra-
tion agent, are liable to the employers

for the actual money lost. I hope that hon.
members will look at this case from a fair
point of view ; not take into consideration the
question of black labour at all, butlook at it as a
case of justice between man and man; and if
they have any doubt in their minds, will give the
unfortunate farmers the benetit of the doubt.
Tt is not absolute ruin to these men, but, being
struggling farmers, the loss of £325 is a very
serfous one, and may throw them back in their
operations for two or three years.

The PREMIER said : Mr. Speaker.—This
motion assumes that the perrons mentioned in
the motion have sustained a loss in consequence
of the Government returning to New Ireland, be-
fore the expiration of their term of service, certain
islanders under engagement to the said persons.
Now, I shall state to the House the circum-
stances of the case, only some of which the hon.
member has stated. To begin with, I distinctly
affirm that those men were in no sense under
engagement to the persons mentioned any more
than I am at the present moment under engage-
ment to the Emperor of Russia. There was
no engagement, and nothing in the nature
of an engagement. The facts are, that
in September of last year a vessel called the
“Jessie Kelly” came in from New Ireland with a
number of New Irelanders on board. They were
distributed among various places; some at
Mourilyan Harbour and some in the Logan dis-
trict. It became known before long that several
of these men had escaped from a cutter which
was conveying them to the Logan, and, as the
hon. member says, they are supposed to have
eseaped in consequence of having heard a gun
shot. Whether that reminded them of the
circumstances under which they were recruited I
do not know.

Mr. ARCHER : All savages are afraid of guns
when they hear them for the first time.

The PREMIER: These men were, at any
rate. Well, every hon. member has heard of
what occurred when they escaped, and how
they roamed about. At last they were found.
They had killed ecattle and horses, so that they
did not starve, but they were subsequently
brought to town. They were put for several
weeks in the old gaol, and their employers came
to see me. I think it must be twelve months
ago. They represented that it was very hard
upon them, They had paid the importers a large
sum of money for passages for the islanders ; and
the men were engaged to them. I asked the
so-called employers, ““Did the men understand
their agreement with you?” and they could not say
that they did. T said, ‘“You can ses them and
talk to them, and if they understand that there
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is an agreement, I have not the slightest objection
to their going with you.” If they did not under-
stand T could not give instructions to hand those
men over to their power. Well, the employers
let the matter stand for some time, in order that
the men might pick up sufficient English to be
able to express an opinion as to whether
they would go back to service. This went on for
some weels, and the men were taken down to
Peel Tsland, so that they might have the advan-
tage of the salt air and water. 'The farmers went
over to see them, but they could not make any
impression upon thein. he men had not the
slightest idea of the nature of the agreement. I
therefore directed an officer of the Immigration
Department to go down with the farmers and
see if the men really could understand anything.
Well, sir, I have a report which I received
in February last. The officer of the Immi-
gration Department, when he went down, was
warned by Mr. Hamilton that if the men
saw him they would escape to the scrub.
However, after Mr. Hamilton had explained
that this officer belonged to the Government and
would protect them, they seemed contented,
and he was able to communicate with one of the
men who appeared to be a chief. He ascertained
through this chief that the boys did not want to
go back to work ; they wanted to go back to their

island ; and the chief said, “ We no work; we
die first.”
The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN: Clever

fellow that!

Mr. STEVENSON : He knew what he was
about.

The PREMTIER : I am glad to hear the hon.
member say that, for it shows the light in which
he regards this question ; and I infer from what
the hon. member said that if he had been in
my place he would have made the boys go
back to their work. Then the officer of the
TIimigration Department assured them that
he would take care of them, and induced them to
come up to town in the Kate. They were brought
before the so-called emplovers, and some of them
were identified ; and the officer of the departinent
asking them if they would go back to work,
could only elicit the reply, “ No,megoalong you.”
That was the only information 1 could get on
the subject. After they had been in the colony
five months, of course they knew a little
more linglish than when they came, and it was
possible to communicate with them. Under
these circummstances, I dirvected the return of the
men to New Ireland on the first opportunity ;
and any honest man who knows what is right
would say that that was the proper thing to
do. The strongest point in favour of the hon.
member’s case is, no doubt, this: I have in my
hand a document which purports to be a transfer
of four of these men from Mr. Gilbert Burnett
to Mr. Louis, one of the settlers mentioned here.
It is a document in the form of a transfer under
the Pacific Island Labourers Act; and it has
four crosses, asif these men had signed it. Then
there is a statement signed by the Inspector of
Pacitic Islanders to the effect that the different
transfers were signed by all the parties thereto.
The islanders, he said, © Knew no English. The
said transfer is approved by me on behalf of
the (fovernment. I had no interpreter.” This
note is marked, “Registered by the Tmmigration
Agent.” Now, that document bears on the
face of it a statement that the men did not
know they were being transferred to Mr.
Louis. They had no ideathat they were engaged
to him. No engagement of that kind, made
by getting those men to put wmarks to it,
could be called an agreement. Such an engage-
ment might be characterised in the very harshest
language.  That is how the case presents itself
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to the Government. These men came from
New Ireland without the smallest notion of
the engagement they are said to have entered
into. On the face of the document I have in
my hand, they did not understand their engage-
ment, although the PPolynesian Act was in force,
and it was the duty of the Government officers
to see that they did understand the nature of
their engagements before they were allowed
to go to thelr employers.  What, then, was
to be done under those circumstances? When
the facts came to my knowledge, that these
unfortunate men were wandering about
Moreton Bay, having escaped fromn bondage,
and that they did not understand anything
about the nature of their engagements, there was
nothing left for me to do than to direct that
they should be taken back to their homes.
Under these circuinstances, are the (Government
bound to pay the passage money of these men
from the South Seas? I presume that is what is

meant. The money cannot be paid on any other
ground. We surely cabnot be expected to pay

for any loss throughalireach of agreement because
these men would not work for their employers.
I presume, therefore, that what is meant is the
amount of passage money. The hon. member
did not give the particulars of the amount ; and
the papers I have before me do not explain them,
I have a letter from Mr. Louis, which the hon.
member for Logan sent me, in which he states
his case very fairly indeed; but I do not see
where he specifies the amount. The Messis.
Bird, however, fix the amount at £225. At
all events, I came to the conclusion that if
anything is to be paid it will be the passage
money., On whom, therefore, ought that loss to
fall 7 Tt ought to fall on the shipowners who
brought men here under those circumstances.
They got the money from the persons who were
going to employ the men, although the men did
not understand the nature of their engagements,
Are the Government to pay the passage money
of men brought to the colony who do not
understand the nature of their engagements? If
s0, then there will be a very large liability for the
Government to undertake, I am sorry to say.
These are not the only men who have been
brought here without knowing the nature of
their agreements ; nor are they the ouly wen
whom the Government have sent away. If the
(Grovernment, I say, are to undertake to pay the
passage money in all such cases, then it will be a
very large liability indeed, and one that I do not
think the Government should accept. Itonghtto
be paid by the people who brought the men
here. When men are brought here without
knowing the nature of their engagements, it is
nothing but slavery, and I do not think, therve-
fore, it is for the Government to pay compensa-
tion for that. I am not prepared to recognise
any such claim. I do not think anything has
been done to create a vested rightin wrong-
doing. The persons who got the money in this
improper manner are those who ought to refund
it, am, therefore, unable to support the
motion of the hon. member. At the same
time, I to some extent sympathise with
the unfortunate claimants, who, while not
altogether free from blame, are, at all events,
much freer than those who got the men to
come here.

Mr. STEVENSON said : T think, from what
has fallen from the Premier, that those men did
understand the npature of their agreements,
although the hon. gentleman tried to make out
that they did not. They seemed to understand
very well when this man went to them from the
Tmmigration Office ; they seemed to have known
English then first-rate. T should like to know
whether it is not a fact that there i a Grovern-
ment agent on bourd 4ll the.e boats, and whether
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these men did not understand the nature of their
agreements before they came to this colony.
Did not these men come to the colony under the
anction of the Government and the (Govern-
ment agent 7 The captain of the vessel has not
to see whether they understand the agreements.
The Government agent is the man to do that;
and therefore the (GGovernment sanctioned the
men coming here, and sanctioned the agreements
being made. [f the men did not understand the
agreements in the first instance, why did they
come down to the plantations? T suppose they
were not dragged down there. I believe the
immigration officers sanctioned the whole
thing; they witnessed the marks these men
put to these agreements. The farmers, there-
fore, were not fo blame in engaging these men.
Tf the men did not understand their agreements,
and it was patent to the officials in the office that
they did not understand them, the boys ought to
have been returned to the ship at once, and the
captain made to take them back there and then,
and prevent the farmers from paying the pas-
sage money. The Premier has no right to tell
us that the whole thing is a farce about the men
wnderstanding their agreements, and that there
was no agreement at all. So far as the farmers
were concerned there was an agreement, and that
agreement was with the Government. The
transactions were sanctioned by the officers in
the Tmmigration Office, and, therefore, the Gov-
ernment were responsible to those farmers, I
have no doubt that if those boys had not heen
interfered with by the Immigration Agent they
would have veturned to their work without any
trouble, if a little care had heen taken of
them. Those boys understood their agreement
thoroughly ; and I cannot understand how the
Premier can make out that the owners of
the ship are the men that the farmers have
to look to for redress. The Government
officials ought to be responsible ; and if these men
have suffered any loss the Government ought to
reimburse them, as they prevented the islanders
going to their work. It is clearly shown by the
Premier himself that the boys were not so ignor-
ant as he makesthem outto be. They evidently
understood English when it suited them to do
30 ; but something happened which made them
run away, and they were supported in their
action by the Government, and preferred to go
back to their islands. T cannot see how the
farmers can have any redress unless they get it
from the GGovernment, whe must be responsible
for the action of their agents,

Mr. BLACK: I do not think the hon.
Premier, in commenting upon the motion, has
acted in the straightforward way that a gentle-
man of his legal training ought to do. There is
no doubt that this is a question upon which
there may be serious differences of opinion
throughout the country. What we have to con-
sider now is that so long as the Polynesian
Labourers Act remains npon the Statute-hook it
will be the duty of the Government to sec thatit
is properly enforced, and that all the regulations
connected with it are properly-carried out. It
is necessary to point out the conditions upon
which this labour is generally obtained, and
what precautions the Government very properly
take to prevent that labour being improperly
obtained, and also what security the employer
s supposed to have. Before any shipis allowed to
vo down to the islands every shipowner is obliged
toenterinto a bond of £500 that he will not in any
way eonunive at kidnapping—that he will do his
best to conform to the regulations of the Act;
and the Government hold that bond as security.
In order further to protect the employer, and also
in the interest of the natives, a Government azent
g sent down by the Government. Hels virtually
the servant of the Government—their employe
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—and the Government, to a certain extent, are
responsible for his actions in that service. The
ship returns, and before the employer can obtain
any labour, the immigration agent has to satisfy
hiwself that the men have been properly obtained;
and I think T am perfectly right in saying that
no labourer is allowed to leave the ship until a
certificate to that effect has been obtained. 'The
consequence is, that any employer having labour
upon the ship is supposed to be guaranteed that
the labour he gets has been properly obtained,
and that the Government have, from the begin-
ning to the end of that voyage, exercised all due
care and supervision to see that no malpractice
has occurred. The case the hou. member for
Logan referred to is this : that the employers,
acting upon the full belief that the Government
had adopted the proper precautions, and had
guaranteed them that that labour was properly
obtained, came forward and took charge of these
boys. 1 maintain that the Government are
responsible for the acts of theiragents, Thehon.
Premier said, ‘“Who is to pay this?” The hon.
gentleman admitted the injustice, and I think
that every hon. member in the House will
admit that no employer would willingly con-
nive at any of these malpractices. He pays
a capitation fee of 30s. per head on every
labonrer he employs, which is of itself a guaran-
tee that the (Governm ent will see that the labour is
properly obtained. I maintain that the Govern-
ment are responsible for taking this labour away.
Tt is nota question of who should pay the money.
The Government undoubtedly should see that
these esuployers are refunded, and their remedy
is to enforce the bond. T will point out what that
bond is, because that is a question of very con-
siderable interest to a large section of the
country ; and I maintain that if employers are
not to have some protection from the (Govern-
ment, then the Government have no right to
demand the capitation fee of 30s. per head,
which is paid to ensure that the labour will
he properly recruited under the superinten-
dence of the Government officer. Now, sir,
this is the bond that the shipmaster enters
into, and it is undoubtedly intended not only
to prevent kidnapping, but also as a guaran-
tee to the employer of labour, No employer
would dream of getting labour if he were made
personally responsible for the neglect of the ship-
master or Governtnent agent :—

“Whereas by the Pacific Island Lahourers Aet of
1380, it is amongst other things enacted that all masters
of vessels proceeding to the Pacific Islands in order to
obtain labourers thercfrom shall enter into a hond with
two suflicient sureties for the prevention of kid-
napping, and for the due observance of the require-
ments of the said recited Act. Now the condition of
this obligation is such that if the above bounden )
master of the ship , about to proceed to the
Pacific Islands to proeure islanders, faithfully observes
the requirenents of the said recited Act, and the con-
ditions of the license to be granted to the said ship
under his application aceompanying these presents,
and satisties the Governmment of Queensland through its
ofticer duly appointed for the purpose that no kidnap-
ping was allowed, countenanced. or connived at. then
this obligation to be void, otherwise to remain in full
force and virtue.”

The Government are by this bond protected
against claims of this sort, otherwise what is the
use of the bond? It is the duty of the Govern-
ment to enforce the bond and protect the innocent
emplover. If the employer had contravened the
regulationsin any way, heshould be madetosuffer;
but he is not in any way guilty. He engaged the
labour upon the certificate of the Immigration
Agent that it had been properly recruited, and the
Immigration Agent was fortified in giving that
certificate by the certificate of the agent of
the Government. The Act provides that,
where labour is improperly obtained, the
Government shall at once enforce the bond, in
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order to protect the employer, who is a perfectly
innocent party in the tramsaction. That would
he an equitable reading of the Aect, and I
think T am right in saying it is the legal in-
serpretation of it. 1 do not think it is justifialile
for the Prewier, because of his known antipathy
to this deseription of labour, to interpret the
Act s0 as to inflict a very serious injustice upon
innocent parties.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS : He has an
antipathy to slavery.

Mr. BLACK : He is quite right to have an
antipathy to slavery. I have an antipathy to
stavery, and so I hope has every hon. member
in the House ; but T distinguish between justice
and injustice ; and I maintain that so long as
the Grovernment send down an agent to supervise
this tratfic they are responsible for his acts.
‘When the Act distinctly provides a remedy for
alpractice, it is the duty of the Government
to enforce it, and not visit their antipathy on
innocent people as in the present case.

Mr. ISAMBERT said: Mr, Speaker,—The
whole proceedings in connection with the labour
trade are exactly parallel with the administration
of our land lawsin the past. If the first Land
Act had been honestly administered in the spirit
in which its framers intended it should be
administered, perhaps it would have been suffi-
cient at the present time ; but the whole
administration of our land laws has been a series
of contrivances to defraud the public of the
land. The very same practice has been carried
out with regard to the kanaka trade. It is
simply slavery. Antipathy to slavery ! That is
what some hon, members profess, Yes, antipathy
to being found out. Isitnot an open secret that
whenever a Government agent on one of these
slavers tried to make a statement before the
immigration agent he was at once silenced, and
his name was *“ Walker”? That was the reason
no casecould beinvestigated. When irregularities
were reported, the Immigration Agent went,
and he came back, and that was the end of it.
The Tmmigration Agent innocent! The same
kind of innocence attached to the head of the
Government ; and the same kind of innocence
is partaken of by all those connected with
the whole trade. Innocent! Antipathy to
slavery ! I think the best thing we could do
next session would be to appoint a com-
mittee to examine the immigration agents;
it would throw a peculiar light on the whole
transaction. The Government of those days
were as guilty as anyone; and perhaps if they
were judged by their acts they would fare just
as badly as the men who are now condemned.

Mr. JORDAN said: Mr. Speaker,—1 should
like to say a word or two on the subject. I think
everyone who has listened to the Premier must
be satisfied that these men from New Ireland
certainly did not understand the nature
of their agreement, therefore the Govern-
ment were perfectly justified in send-
ing them back to their island. But, sir,
T am inclined to think that very few of the
Polynesians indeed do understand the nature of
their agreement. Nine out of ten, or at all
events the greater number of them, have no
proper comprehension at all of the nature of their
agreement. This is one of the rightful evils of
the system. The men are procured improperly
in a great number of cases; sometimes they are
purchased from their chiefs, sometimeskidnapped.
If the (overnment sent back all who did net
understand the nature of their agreements, the
difficulty would be te find means to zend so many
back, Would it be proper for the Government tu
incur the expense of doing that > Perhaps not.
But in this case T do think it would be 2
hardship for the employers to bear the loss. In

R
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the first place they employed these men in good
faith : they paid the price of the slaves—some £25
or less—as an article of merchandise guaranteed
by the Government. These men were procured
under a system which was sanctioned by the law of
the land: the GGovernment officer went with the
ship ; the owners of the ship gave a bond to the
Government that they would be procured in
good faith, and should understand the nature of
their agreement; and I do not think that the
loss should fall on the employers. 1 am inclined
to take the view that was presented by the hon.
member for Mackay—that theremedy the (rov-
srnment has is to enforce the bond given by the
shipowners. I would have no mercy on those
men whatever. At all events, I do think the
men were guaranteed articles of merchandise,
and were purchased by the farmers at a fair
price and in good faith. The Government were
perfectly right in sending them back; at the
same time, I believe in making the shipowners
pay. I have no sympathy with the black
labour, but I do feel some sympathy with the
farmers.

The COLONTIAL TREASURER: It seems
to me that several hon. members have been led
astray on account of the farmers having been the
employers of these islanders. The question that
is submitted to us to-night is one of very large
scope, and will have a very serious effect upon
the Treasury if the motion of the hon. member
for Logan be affirmed. In fact, it resolves itself
into this—that the country will have to pay the
passage and the return passage of all the
slanders. T think the Government wereright in
returning the islanders ; and that the claim for
their services ought to have heen preferred by
the employers against the importers. The hon.
member, before coming to the Government,
should have shown that the suppliants had failed
to obtain redress, after application, from the
importers who primarily werethe parties to blame.
I am averse to give my vote for relief to the
suppliants, and thereby establish a precedent
which must result in the payment of the passage
money and return passage money of all the
islanders who have come here.

Mr, STEVENS : In reply to the hon. gentle-
man I would say that it is very little use for the
employers to apply to the shipowners, for they
naturally shelter themselves under the certificate
which they have got from the Government
agent. That will protect them at once.
pointed out, when I introduced the motion, that I
felt sure the subject would be surrounded by a
great deal of sentiment. And so it has been in
the case of almost every speaker except the hon.
member for South Brishane. He evidently treated
the case in a fair and impartial way and judged it
on its merits ; and T hope when I go to adivision
other hon. members will treat it as fakly
as he has done. The Government, by means of
its agent, allowed employers to take these
islanders away on the assurance that they had
been obtained properly ; that they were servants
in every sense of the word ; that they had been
passed by the ship’s agent and passed by the
Inspector of Polynesians at the Immigration
Office. 1 have a certificate signed by Mr. Hor-
rocks, who states that the men did not know the
nature of the agreement; but at the same time
he handed them over to the employers. If the
men did not understand the nature of the agree-
ment Mr. Horrocks had no right to hand them
over. But having handed them over to the
employers the Government became at once
responsible.  Otherwise, what is the use of the
Government having an agent ? Tf they arve not
responsible for their agent, one would decline
to deal with that agent. If the Government knew
—as they evidently did know by their own docu-
ments—that these men did not understand thg
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nature of the agreement they should have
enforced the bond from the shipowners, and then
we should have had themoney to fall back on.
There is no doubt that the bond was meant
for that propose. What was the use of its being
introduced into the Act, unless for the special
purpose of being enforced ? The Government
say they are not responsible for their agents ; and
the hon, member, My, Isambert, allowed his feel-
ings to overcome him, and became very violent on
this subject. It is not very long ago since the
Government acknowledged that they were res-
ponsible for their 'wents by paying the German
Government £500. But here is where the differ-
ence comes in. Inthe one case it is the powerful
German Government, and in the other 1t is only
four hard-working farmers The German Gov-
ernment had only to put in a claim and they at
once got twice as much as they asked ; but these
farmers try every meauns in their power
to obtain redress and they are treated almost
with scorn. All the sentiment in the world
cannot get over that. Tt is a hard fact.
The man who destroyed the property was a
Government Polynesian Agent, and the Govern-
ment recognised the claim at once, without
making any inquiry as to whether it was a fair
one or not.

The PREMIER : Did you ever read the
papers ?

Mr. STEVENS : Yes.

The PREMIER : Then you will see that
there was a full inquiry made through Mr.
Romilly.

Mr. STEVENS: The documents show that
there was mo inquiry actually made by this
rovernment. They took for granted the first
information that reached them.

The PREMIER: No; the information was

got by Mr. Romilly.

Mr. STEVENS: It has been proved since
that the property damaged was not worth more
than £300.

The PREMIER : Read the papers, and you
will see that it was worth more.

1r. STEVENS: The public Press is a free
one—

The PREMIER:

sometimes,

Mr. STEVENS: But for the public Press
hon. members and the public generally would
have remained under the impression that £500
was a fair amount to be paid.

The PREMIER : But for the misrepresenta-
tions of the public Press they would have been
of that opinion now,

Mr, STEVENS : I object to be interrupted in
this way. It is no laughing matter to those un-
fortunate farmers. 1 hope hon. members will
divest their minds of every particle of sentiment,
and take the whole evidence as it has been put
before them by me and by the Premier. That
trip of the ‘‘Kate” to Peel Island, with the
Government officerand the farmers, was as great
a farce as ever was enacted in Queensland. 'lhe
officer took the men some distance from the
farmers, and remained with them for three-
quarters of an hour. No doubt that was suffi-
cient to drill into the one intelligent nature the
words, T would sooner die than go to work.”

The PREMIKR Nonsense!

Mr., STEVENS: It is strange that those
savages should I)lC]\ up even a smatterm(r of
Tunrrh-h in so short a time. Certainly they were
five month  in the colony, but for the zreatest
part of the time they were afraid to ock at a

And a stupid one, too,
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white man ; and yet after three-quarters of an
hour with the immigration officer, one of them
was able o use the words I have mentioned.
Those farmers had nothing to do with intro-
ducing the islanders into the colony, and the
(mvelnment by the acts of their agents, are
liable for the expenses those men were put to.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have be-
fore me the accounts sent in by those men, and
hon. members will be rather amused to hear the
details. The first itemn is four boys at £25 a
head, £100; twelve months’ interest at 10 per
cent., £10; 47 days searching for the boys, at
10s. per day £23 108, ; compensatwn through
boys breaking their indentures, £25. Does the
hon. member know what he is asking for?

Mr. STEVENS: I am not asking for that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Then the
next item reads: Three boys at £25 per head,
£75; 12 months’ interest at 10 per cent., £7 10s.;
26 days searshing for boys, at 10s. per day,
£13; compensatmn £18 15s. The next item is:
Two boys at £25 each, £50; twelve months’
interest at 10 per cent. £55 27 days looking
for boys, at 10s. per day, £13 10s.; compensa-
tion, £12 10s. The hon. member can hardly
have known what he was asking for when he
brought forward his motion.

Mr. STEVENS: I am not asking for any-
thing of the kind., The amount I “ask for is
snnply the actual cost of the islanders to their
employers, Hon. members seem iuclined to
ridicule the thing, but if they were in the position
of those struggling farmers they would not look
upon it as a joke.

Question put.
The House divided :—

Messrs. Chubb. Jordan, Stevens, Lalor, T. Camphell,
Smyth, Stevenson, Bailey, Black, Jessop, J. Campbell, and
Palmer.

Nousg, 12

Messrs., Griflith, Dutton, Buckland, Aland, Mellor,
Midgley, White, Issmbert, Rutiedge, Dickson, Miles, and
Traser.

The SPEAKER: The votes being equal, it
becomes my duty to give a_casting vote, and as
the motion is one fnr gomw into committee,
where the matter will receive further considera-
tion, T give my vote with the “Ayes,” and the
questmn is therefore resolved in the affirmative.

SOUTHERN AND WESTERN RAILWAY
RETURNS.
Mr. JESSOP, in moving—

That there he laid upon the table of the House a
Return showing—

1. The number of passengers carried by the Southern
and Western Railway from Brisbane to Mitchell, inclu-
sive of the intermediate stations west of Toowoomba,
from 1st Janunary to 31st October, 1884.

2. The number of passengers carried by the same
railway from Brishane to Stanthorpe, particularising
thie nnber from Toowoomba to Warwick and Stan-
thorpe, from Ist Jannary to 31st October, 1884,

3. A similar Return, showing the goods and stoek
traffic to and froin Mitchell and Brisbane, and all inter-
mediate stations west of Highiields, fromn 1st January
to 31st October, 1884,

4. A similar Return, showing the goods and stock
traflic to and fromn Brishane, Warwick, and Stanthorpe.
from Ist January to 31st October, 1884
T thought this motion wm1]d have gone as
aformal one. \ly reason for bringing the matt r
forward is to get a.return so that the House may
know on which lines there is the most traffic,
The Loan Estimates will come on in a short
time, and it is right that we should have this
inforntaion o that we may know whether we
¢hall be justitied in voting for the constrs ction
of all the lines mentivned on the Estimates,
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS said : Has
the hon. member any idea of the labour
involved in preparing this return? If the
motion is carried the information certainly
cannot  be supplied during this session. The
Commissioner for Railways asked me to consult
with the hon, member as to what he really does
want, because if the return is prepared in the shape
asked for it will involve such an amount of labour
that it cannot be supplied this session. If the hon.
member wants to know the traffic between Bris-
bane and Mitchell, T can let him have that infor-
mation easily enough, but he wants to know the
traffic between all the intermediate stations. 1f
he will modify his motion T shall be very glad to
supply any reasonable amount of information.

Mr. ALAND said: I think if the hon.
member can see his way clear to modify or alter
this motion it would be well, because I know
from a conversation I had with the Commissioner
for Railwaysthat this return will be a very costly
one both as regards time and money. think
T know what the hon. member wants to get. He
wishes to know what is the traffic from Brisbane
to Warwick, and Brisbane westward to the
Mitchell. Well, I think he could get a
return not quite so elaborate as the one asked
for, and one which would suit his pur-
pose equally well. T am sure if the hon.
member modified his motion, and moved it on
Monday or Tuesday, it would go as formal. I
would like to see as good a return as possible,
hut, knowing the amount of time it would take
to prepare such a return as the hon. member has
moved for, T think it would be better to ask for a
more simple one.

Mr. STEVENSON said : This is a return that
would give a good deal of information ;but I
fancy that a return showing the revenue, instead
of the passenger and goods traffic, would
answer the purpose of the hon. member equally
well. Tt would not be difficult to prepare such
a return, because the earnings are published
weekly.

Mr. JESSOP, in reply, sald : My object in
moving for this return was, as I have already
said, to let the House and the country
know the amount of traffic on the two lines;
comparing the Western line with the one from
Warwick to Brishane ; and lam surprised that
the Minister for Works did not let the motion
o as formal when it was first brought on, so
that the information might now be laid before
the House. Tt is all very well for the Minister
for Works to say that it cannot be done.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T did not
say it could not be done, It can be done.

Mr. JESSOP: The hon. gentleman said it
would take alot of time and money; but I
consider that the information to be obtained by
that expenditure of time and money will be
valuable, and T fancy that the object of the
hon, gentleman is to burk information on the
subject. He is afraid it will be like a return called
for by his hon. colleague (Mr. Kates) in regard
to money received for land. When that return
was laid on the table it was found that the amount
received for land at Dalby was considerably in
excess of that received at Warwick; though
it was expected that the veturn would place
Dalby in an insignificant position. 1 think the
Minister for Works knows as well as I do that
the Warwick returns would be very much smaller
than the returns for the Western line.  That was
my reason for hringing the motion forward,
When the Loan Hstimates come on, T want te
show that the Warwick lins has not the trafic to
warzent the proposed expenditure. snybody
moving for a return must have scms cbject, and
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T am not afraid to admit the object I have. How-
ever, as it appears to be the wish of the House,
I will withdraw my motion for the present, and
bring it forward in another form.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said: T
have no intention whatever to burk returns.
Tf T wished to do so, I could do it in another
way, and the hon. member would know
nothing about it. I only explained that the
return could not be prepared this session.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

The House adjourned at five minutes to
10 o’clock.





