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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Supplementar~· Estimates for 188:-~--t.-~ Hunflaber~ eta:.\ 
anc1 Col<e <'ompany Bil!---~Cl'ond re~u1in.~.--.Jnry Bill 
-eon:.;id("l':Ltioll of I.~egislative Conncil's amend
ments. --Atlditions to t.lle l'arliamenta!'Y Buildings. 

Hee11 Jrining on n-oldtields.--Phnrmaey Bill.· 
The Xew Ireland BoYt".·- Southern and n·estcrn 
Rail way lteturn~. ~ 

The SPEAKER took the chair ::tt lt::tlf-pa-<t 
3 o'clock. 

~l"TPLE:'IIEKTARY ESTDIATES FOR 
1883-4. 

The ~PEAKElt read a message fl'Om His 
"ExcellC'ncy the Uovernor, forwarding the Hupple
ment>try Estimate,; for the ye'"' lRS:>-4. 

(Jn the motion of the COLONIAL TREA
Sl-RER (Hon .• f. R. llickeon), it was ordered 
that the Estinmtes be printed 'md referred to the 
Committee of Supply. 

BT;KDABEJW UAS AXD COKE C01I
PAl':Y BILL-SECOXD READIXG. 

::\lr. i\IAClJOXA.LD-PATER::lOK Haid: :VIr. 
~peaker,-Tutnoving the seeond reading of thiH 
llill, I do nut think it is 11eL"'SS>try for' me to take 
up the tinw of the Hou~e by :-mying very u1uch 
on the subject, because it is a Bill similar to 
those that have preceded it in this House on the 
same subject. It is, I may say, almost word for 
word in >tll respects simila,r to the Uympie G>ts 
Company Bill, the Townoville Gas Company 
Bill, the Itockhmnpton Gas Company Bill, and 
the provisions of the Brisb::tne Gas Company Bill. 
It is proper th>tt I should say a few words in 
regard to the measure. First, then, this Bill is 
founded particul>trly on an agreement between 
Mr. Robert Flerning and the municipality of 
Bundaberg under which the former agrees to 
supply the iulmbitants of Bundaberg with g>to 
for a period of ten yearH, and there are nu1nero11S 
provi:-;imu; in t11e agTeenH'mt, which hnn. nlCHl
bers will notice is attached to the report of 
the Select Comlltittee. The Bill is to euable 
the provi~ions of that agremnent to be carried 
out, and if it had not been found by Mr. 
F!eming that he had comiderable diffi'culties 
tt.' contend wjth in the \Vay of opening up Htreet!-i 
and other nmtters, it is very likely this Bill 
would not hnve been broup-ht before the Hnnse; 
but in order to give efficiency tn the operations, 
and to ena,ble ~lr. lfleming to carry nut his cnn 
~ract, !t thought desir~;bh to foo:m the prc· 
jeotors int~) a C()Ir~rJan~r"; anrl F'.nver i~ no\v·aRkld 

to Bnahle them to go <m with the work without, 
<HI_\- inten'U}Jtiun wltat:-;w-wer. The Bill contruin8 
the •1rdiuarv prnYit:>ionf' tn enable this tu be 
d'-•ne. I_ wo~Ilrl draw the nttentinn 1 )f the Hon:-3e 
to onn or two .mattert-> i11 the n,grretnellt, nn page 
1::!. There are a, tn1mher of lJrovh:.ion.-l thPre1 
nmning- the <jU>tlity of the gas tu be supplied ; 
and chtnse -~ ~ays :--

"That th<· ~aidg;u.; t-:o nmde aud prodded hy 111P said 
1-tohert }1leming ~hall be of that quality known a~ 
seYenteen-candle ga~. ·· 

A price is alw fixed hy clause G, which says :~-
'· 'l'hat. the price char;;ed by the said Hohert ~1lerning 

for the said gas shall be, for the tirst four )Tars or thi~ 
agreement, twplve shillings and sixpe1w1_~ 11er one 
thon~and en hie feet, and shall be then clecrea:-:.od yearly 
by the ~mn of tive pence 11cr one thousand cubie feet 
for a yeriod ot' six _years." 

'There is alHo a provir;ion that the corpomtion of 
Bundaberg Him!! have the sole right of purchar;in~; 
the g-a:-;works at the end of ten yeu,rB. That is a. 
very important condition, but I hope that in ten 
years the town of Bund::tberg will be in such " 
prosperous condition that there will be no need 
to enforce th>tt clause unless the agreement a' to 
quality of ga .. s, and ::-;o forth, is not carried out~ or 
unles,; the residents of Bnndaberg should thmk 
it desirable to accept the rer;ponsibility of becom
ing the proprietors of the loc>tl work;. 'The lines 
of the Bill m·e the same as those of other Bills of 
a similar nature, aud I do not think it necess>try, 
therefore. to enter into anv further details. I 
bee; to move that the Bill be now read a, seconcl 
time. 

The PREMI1~R said : No objection will be 
offered by the Government to the passage of this 
Bill ; but when it is in committee it will be 
worthy of cm~>;idemtion whether a similar clause 
to tluit which was ,inserted in other Gas Bills 
l::ttely 'hould not be inserted in this one. It, 
would be more satisfactory that the Bill should 
include the agreement, so that it may be '' 
statutory agreernent with Parliarnent, than tn 
allow it to rer;t simply "" a contract made 
between :Ylr. Fleming and the corporation of 
Bnndaberg. 

(luestion put and paRsed; mtd the committal of 
the Bill m>tde an Order of the Day for J•'riday 
next. 

J1JRY BILL- CO::\SIDERATlO::\' OF 
LEGISLATIV.E COl'l\'CTL'~ A::\lEXU
l\LENTS. 

Ou thir; Order of the lhy being rewl, 
The PltK:YliER said: "\lr. Spe>tker,-The hon. 

member in clmrge of this Bill is not here, am! 
neither is my horL colleagnethe.\.ttorney-Geueral. 
T; nder the circumstances, I think, I had l•etter 
take charge of it; and I therefore move that you 
do now letwe the chair, and the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the \Vhole to consider 
the amendments made hy the Legir;lative Council 
in this Bill. 

Question put and passed. 
On the motion of the PRKY!IER. a verbal 

arnendment n1ade in cla.nse 2 was agreed to. 
The PRK:YHER s>tid that there was an 

amendment in cl:1nse 3 to leave ont the words, 
"no jury de ntre in~r.dciendo !:ihall Le erupau~ 
ne!! er! or swom." The clause provided that 
there should be nu such jury in c::tses where u. 
ft-'lnale, upon a capital conviction, alleged, or tht:> 
court had reason tfJ ;::;uppof-le, tha,t she was preg~ 
naut. 'Th" existing law wns th>tt a jury nf 
uuttron~ ~hnnld be ~worn to 1nake inCJnirie~. 
The chume, as amended by the Legislativ•' 
CounciL snbstitut~d Rnlnethjng else; but there 
was nothing to take a·way the P:• !sting Ja.,v. 

1 He •,hought it would be fiu bette~ H that 
' W~Jre done, a,nd that it E.hc.uld sta~te that the, 
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jury of In<:ttron~ wa~ done a\vHy \vith. He 
should move, therefme, that the amendment be 
disagreed to. 

Question put and passed. 
On the motion of the l'REJ\lll"It, a verbal 

arnendn1ent rrmde in clause 4 wa;; agreed to. 
On the motion of the PREMIER, the CHAm

~,_\N left the chair, and reported that the Com
mittee had disagrePd to one amendment, and 
agreed to the others. 

The report was adopted, 
nrdere< l tu be transmitted 
Council with a Inei:i~age, 
House·-

and the Bill was 
to the LPgislative 
stating that the 

"Disagree to thf' amendment in clause 3, hccau~e by 
UIC existing law a jury de cent1·e nu;1,icienr!o is reqnired 
to be ennmnnelled in the cases mentioned in the said 
dansc, nnfl it is desirable that this la;w should be 
repenled expressly nnd not h.r uncertain implication; 
und agree to the other amendments." 

ADDITION'S TO THE P ARLIAJ\IENTAHY 
BFILDINGS. 

Mr. FERG'GSON, in moving-
1. 'l'hnt 1hr. report and the accompanying Jlhtns of the 

.Toint Parliamentary Buildings Committee. laid on the 
table of the House on the 21st .Xovembcr, be now 
adopted l)y the House. 

2. That an Addre~s be prP.;;cntPd to the GPvernor 
praying that His l~xcellency 'vill be ]Jlen.sed to cause 
provbdon to be made for giving effect to the foregoing 
resol11tion. 

-said: I do not intend to take up the time of the 
House long, "'s I think that hem. members have 
ennsidered the matter pretty fully ; at all events, 
they have had every opportunity of considering 
the report of the committee and of studying the 
plans of the additiom which it is intended shall 
be carried out, so that there is no excnse on the 
part of hon. members of the want of information. 
'The report is full, and all the various matters "'re 
g-one into pretty well. It is a question that the 
Ptuliamentary Buildings Committee have had 
under consideration for a long time. Each 
session the different committees have reported 
somethiug to the House, and have shown 
the necessity for such additions as these ; 
but the necestdty has become more apparent 
every year, and the present committee there
fore have reported fully to the House, and 
shown in the sketch plan what they think should 
be carried out. The principal part of the new 
building-, hon. members will see, is on a level 
with the present Chamber floor-that is, the 
librn,ry, the dining¥roorn, the ~rnoking-roon1, and 
other rooms connected with the refreshment 
room. \Ve have had several plans before us, 
and we could have recommended some that 
would not have cost so much as this 
one-not, perhaps, much less, but still the 
amount would have been less. They, how
ever, provided for the new huildings being 
on the ground floor, and that would have 
necessitated hon. members going down a stair
case of forty steps to get to the refreshment 
room, which would be very inconvenient. 
The committee, therefore, recommended that a 
building, such as is shown on the plan, be 
constructed at a cost of £13,000. There were 
then more plans placed before us for other 
additions to cost abnnt J0:30,000. So that the 
tutal cost we estimate at £43,000. 'l'he 
Colonial Architeet has assured me that the 
work can be done for that amount. As 
I said before, it would be an unwise policy to 
construct a building which would not be in 
eharacter with the prcsent building. The com
mittee have drdded to carry out the choxacter nf 
the present building ; eo that one part will not 
make the whole look shabby. The n~w library 
will b8 a vtry e:<trnsive or_e, and the necessity 
a).· it is becoming more apparent every year, as 

at present there are a lttrge number of books upon 
the flour. However, we can do without the 
library for a year or two. The proposal is 
to build first a dining-room, which is at the 
furthest part, with a kitchen below, and all the 
other rooms connected with it; and when they 
are fi nishe.d they will be reached by a ,uspended 
bridge or gallery, closed in, so that they can be used 
while the library is in course of construction. 
They will not interfere with the present buildings, 
which can be used until the new ones are com
pleted. \Vhen they are finished the library can 
be gone on with without interfering with the 
convenience of members of the House. There 
is one thing which is particularly alluded to, 
and that is ventilation. There will be an 
air-space of about a foot or eig-hteen inches 
between the dining-room and the library ; so 
that there will be a free circulation of air. There 
is another matter which I will point out. The 
public stairs at the present time are in the main 
building, and often some of the public are seen 
knocking about the passage. This alteration will 
give the public a 'tair with the entrance from out
side, so that they will not enter the main building 
at all, which will be a great convenience. There 
will alw be accommodation for hon. members, 
particularly country members, who may wish to 
offer their friends a little refreshment. It is very 
awkward at the p1·esent time, as according to the 
ruleshon. members cannot ask their friends into the 
Refreshment Rooms. There is no doubt that all 
hon. members will acknowledge that additions to 
the Eefreshment Hooms and to the Parliamentary 
Buildings are much required; but whether this 
is a proper :-;chen1e or not i~ for hon. me1nbers tn 
say. Anything else will destroy the character 
of the present buildings. The elevation to the 
river will be of the same character as that to the 
gardens in the front when the present rookery at 
the back is cleared away. I think the work should 
be done as soon as poR-<ible, because of the danger 
from fire. The buildings at the back "'re of 
wood, and as dry as a chip, and if there was a 
fire at any time, with a westerly wind blowing, 
there would be no saving the main building ; and 
no one can tell when a fire may take place ; 
buildings like those are not safe for a day, and 
there is not a sixpence of insurance upon any 
part of the Parliamentary Buildings. The 
cost of the alterations would be nothing 
e.ompared with the loss which would ensue 
if a fire took place in those back premises; 
and if there be no other reason than that, I think 
that the Hrn1c;e shonld decide upon making 
these improvements. Another matter is that we 
know very well that the accommodation provided 
by the Hefreshment Rooms at present is very 
unsatisfactory. IV e may be told that this vote 
is for Brisbane ; bnt lJeople in all parts of the 
colony are represented in the House, and every 
representative has to spend a gr0at part of his time 
here. I myself am two-thirds of my time here 
and half the time I am in Brisbane I spend in 
these buildings. It iR for the comfort of mem
bers from all parts of the colony, as well 
as Brisbane ; and I do not think the House 
should hesitate over a few paltry thousands 
in such a matter. The heat has been 96° in 
the dining-room for several days past. I have 
looked at the glass myself, and have found 
that it ranges fron1 DO'" to HGo, and for anyone 
in delicate health it is very severe ; in fact, I 
luwe seen many hon. members walk out of the 
room before they have half finished their meals. 
I believe, therefore, that the House will see the 
necessity of carrying out these improvements; 
and,~'' I said before, the proper policy is to build 
beyond the present requirements, and to erect 
the additions in charact<>r with the j)l'esent 
bnildin:ts. I know that the :~:linistct for Works 
will oppose this motion, especially after what he 
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Raid last night ; still I think he will admit that 
there is a very good reaoon for having these 
improvements carried out. I do 11ot think the 
hon. gentleman has treated the committee fairly. 
The committee is a joint committee of both 
Honses of Parliament, and whoever they choose 
to ask to attend it has to do so. The constitu
tion of the committee is such that if thev asked 
the Minister for \Vorks to attetul, imrl he 
declined, they could compel him to come. That 
is the power of the committee. 

The J\UNISTEit FOR WORKS: Y nu woulrl 
have some trouble to compel me to come. 

J\Ir. FERGUSON: If the hon. gentleman 
did not he would be committed for contelllpt. I 
am only telling him that this is the constitution 
nf the committee, and I think we have been 
very moderate in our requests. \Ve asked the 
G-overnrnent to give ns penuisHion to allow the 
Colonial Architect to assist the committee in 
brin!{ing this matter before the House, and that 
permission was accorded. The Colonial Architect 
attended two meetings for about three-quarters 
of an hour at each, and tlmt is all the time of 
that officer that has been taken up ; but, as I 
have said, we had a right to ask anybody. How
ever, I leave the matter in the bands of the 
House. For myself, I am quite satisfied that the 
plans we hn,ve laid before the House should be 
adopted. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said: :VIr. 
Speaker,-! eee by the report laid before the 
House that the estimate of the Colonial Archi
tect for carrying out the plans recommended by 
the Committee is £'13,000. I am really at a loss to 
understand how people with any common sense 
can make a proposition like this. It has been 
pointed out before that the buildings constrncted 
of wood are a source of danger; and the Govern
ment have put on the Loan Estimates £20,000 for 
the purpose of erecting new refre.hrnent rooms. 
The plans preparerl by the Committee provide for 
billiard-rooms; and I see there is a bar for the 
Opposition members to liquor at, and a bar 
for the Government member,; to liquor at. I 
cannot see the 1-lecessity for that. I think 
that the sum of £20,000 put down on the 
Loan Estimates is <tuite sufficient to erect 
buildings that will provirle accommodation for 
member; of this House for the next twenty
five years at least; and by that time further 
extensions may be made if required. I do hope 
that hon. members will see the necessity of exer
cising economy. I think I can fairly expect the 
support of the hon. member for Blackall, and the 
hon. member for Townsville, after the remarks 
they made last night on the estimates for 
Public Buildings. If they accnse us of extra
vag·ance over the paltry little buildings put 
up for the aocommodation of public business, 
I can fairly exvect their support in protest
ing against this proposal for committing the 
country to the expenditure of another £100,000. 
T mn quite sure that the hon. member for 
J\Iackay will agree with me that it is a gross 
waste of public money. I think that £20,000 
expended on refreshment rooms will be ample 
for years to come. If hon. members ''ill 
look at the Loan }~stimates they will see a 
sum of money down for a public library. I 
think that if the public get that accommodation 
we CfLn very well dispense with any extension of 
the Library here. I was surprised at the remarks 
of the hon. memberfor Rockhampton, complain
ing about the accmnn1ods,tion for 1nen1bers. I 
know that the dining-room is much better 
than the dining-room I have, and I am 
inclined to think it is almost as good as 
the dining-room any hon. member of this 
Hom•e h:c,_. The £20,000 was put on the 
Loan Estimates very much against my will ; and 

I did my best to get it reduced to £1.0,000; but 
if hon. members are willing to expend that sum, 
there it is. I hope, that, considering all the cir
cnmstmteus, the House will not adopt the reso
lution moved by the hon. member for Rock
bamptou. 

l\Ir. MELLOR said: Mr. Spe:tker,.-1 am 
very sorry to hear the remarks of the lVIinister 
for \Vorh. I think that the proposals <9f the 
Building Committee should be adopted by thi,; 
Hou~e. The 1nain expensf' of the 1Jl'opo:-;al:-; is 
the libmry, and it is not only present lWJUire· 
rnents that have to be looked to, as we must 
make )n·ovision for the future. l t is 
well known t,, all htm. members that the 
present Libr.try is far too small ; the books are 
accumulating and there it; no place to put them. 
~faking provhdon for a good library for the 
benefit of tl1is Houoe and of the country is the 
main object of these buildings; it is not so much 
for the Refreshment Honms. I believe that 
£20,000 or £23,000 would be sufficient for the 
Refreshment llooms, but the main point is the 
construction of a library, which, if not gone on 
with n0w, will have to be done at a future time. 
The Committee thought it would be better to 
have the whole done at once, and Imtke the 
building a cre<lit to the House and to the colony. 
I w>ts very sorry to hear the hon. :VIinister for 
Works make reference to two lmrs-one for the 
Opposition and one for the :Ministry. I do not 
think that is the case ; :md I think if he had 
looked at the plans more closely he would have 
found that one was a bar for the 1I pp er House 
and one for the Lower House. The :Vlinister for 
\Vorks also referred to the billiard-room. I do 
not know for myself, but I think some of the 
older members of the Building Committee 
were opposed to it at first. But they have come 
to the conclusion after consideration that a 
billiard-room W<mld be very useful to the mem
bers of this House. It would have a tendency 
to keep them together here instead of their stray
ing awLty at tin1es, and perlutpR in that way 
assist the business of the country. I certainly 
should like to see the accommodation for mem
bers increased a little more than is proJ.J<"ed by 
the committee. The hon. member for Rock
hamptrm said the accommodation was not so 
much for the members for Brisbane as for the 
members that came from all parts of the colony. 
I should have liked to have seen some accommo
dation made for members who come long· dis
tances-some sort of accommodation tlmt when 
they n,re here in the House--

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : They 
1night have bedroon1s! 

Mr. MELLOR: Yes; I should like some 
accommodation like that. I know that members 
have sometimes to camp here in this building, 
as there is no place to go to after the House 
is closed if it iH very late. And I think it 
would be a very good thing to have a few 
bedrooms, so that members so situated should 
be made comfortable for the night. But the 
rest of the committee did not see it in the 
light I saw it, and they did not recom
mend it. I trust that the resolution will be 
carried. I think, myself, that the membem 
of Parliament who are here in attendance 
know well that the accommot!:ttion in the 
pret;ent dining-roon1 i~ not sufficient; in fact 
it might be called "dining oven. In hot weather 
it is almost impossible to sit down in it, much 
less eat. The main object nf the new erections, 
bowever, i~ to do awn.y with the present building, 
\\-hich iH a, source of great danger to Pal'lian1ent 
Hou,e. Ko doubt if a fn·e were to occur it. 
would lead to a, great disaster to th.; Parliamer.
tn,ry Buildin;,;s. 'rhe outhouses J.re and will ever 
remain a source of danger as long as they remaiu 
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a\Cl thev a.re. A to; thehon. tnetnber f()r Hnekhanlp
tnn 1nentioned, this building is Hot in:-.nred, :.Lud 
if a tire occurred and anv wind at all \\·ere blow
ing it wnnJd l1e in1po~:::il~le to 1-'-aYe it. I cun ~1~1'
pn;;:ed that aetion ha~ not been taken before for 
doing awa,v with thc;:;e hniJding:-;. 

The HoK. .T. J\f. 1\L\.CROSSAX : J\Jr. 
Speaker,---The hon. :Vlinister for \Vurks ha., 
claimed the votes of the member for Blackall 
and mvself, because when he "ubmitted his 
J~dtin1ate~ the other eYening I Wttnted to eut then1 
down. Th>tt is a strange demand to mal<e, that 
becan:-;e I com.;i(1er that a. certain wol'l.;: should 
not be done at a certain time, therefore l should 
vote against this p1·opu~al.. Th~ a.~gnment is 
rather illogical. HoweYer, 1 mu niChned. to go 
with the Minister for \Vorks rather thmt wtth the 
hon. member for Rockhampton. I do not be
lieve in such '" LLrg-e expenditure '" £43,000, 
especially when we are a~ked to provide. _for 
billiard-rooms and bar-room" for the Oppo'itJOn 
and the Government, and for the Council. I 
think such acconnuodation aH that nri~ht Yery 
well be dispensed with. I believe in having 
fair accommodation for member", but I 
do not think that members of P>trliament, 
generally HpeaJdng, are Ho lnxl~rioux that they 
require the extreme a_ccommodatwn pr~1pos~d by 
the Buildings Committee. As to the habthty <~f 
tire occurring in the Refreshment Room, that!s 
certainly a ~ource of danger. But it is le'>isen~d 
bv the stl'Orl" iron door at the head of the statr· 
c~~se ; n,nd if the night. wat~h1nan does ,his 
duty regularly every mght, J do not thmk 
an:y: fire that takes place in the llefre.,h
ment Room could have much effect on thm 
bnildin" before the fire brigade was there on the 
spot wfth everything to put it out .. The only 
t·easmt that I can see for Hlting for thts propoi<al 
would be the addition to the Jjbmry. But 
even that can be deferred for a few years 
lonuer. T do not appro\·e of eveu the 
.1':20~000 which the J\linister for \York.' has 
placed on the Loan Estinmtes f.or a refresh
ment roorH. I clo not see why rt should cost 
('30 000 to build a refreshment room for fifty 
;1e1~1ben~. \Vhen both Hou:::;eN were sitting there 
were seldom more than fifty or sixty pre.~er:t at 
one time. If the whole £20,000 were spent on a 
refreRhn1ent ro01n people would say \Ve \vere 
getting luxurinm; ; that me1~ who used only .a few 
yenrK a"·n to brea1da::-~t, d1ne, and Rup 111 an 
a/ f1·csc~ manner now require £20,000 to be 
:-:;pe.nt on a refre:-;lanent room. I think a.. rnnch 
],,,s sum than £20,000 should be required. Yery 
likely I shall opp<'"e that vote abo if it is for a 
refr8shn1ent roorn only. But if it is for stnne
thing else, the :Minister for ·works will require to 
rri ve smne other expla.nation than he hai':! now 
~fferecl and if he does I may not go against it; 
l1ut In' all rea.:mn, it is quite enough to put down 
fur' present expenditure 011 the .Pttrliamentary 
Bnildin«, If the l\linister for ·works has any 
need of ~my vote on this quee;tion I certainly shail 
give it to him, although not for the reasons he 
urged. 

::\ir. BLACK : I am glad that on this occa"ion 
I can vote with the h•>n. :N[inie;ter for \Vorks, and 
endo!'.Se t,ht> econmnic notion~ which induced hiln 
to oppose this votP. At the Sl1lll8 time, I think 
it is only fair tu tlwse hon. gentlemen wh<~, at a 
eonsider::tble anwuut oftt'l)uLle, have 111ve.stlga.ted 
the whole nmtter that the report laid bdore the 
House .~hould rec~ive that consideration to which 
it is entitled. I believe thm;e gentlemen went 
-into the whole question of the tt<ldition" to this 
House in a \'erv thnrou~h n1anner, under the 
belief and ilnprBs:,ion that this Hmum contern
pJated adding- vel'.V eons]derably to the Parlia
mentarv Buildin£~s. They ha-ve :.:nten~,i intc- the 
thing thorou~hly in accc•dance with that ideo., 

"'nd have b1·ouuht :t sche1JJe before the House 
which is entitl~·tl to €VPry consideration, But, 
apart from that, .I corbider that the propo.,,l to 
"pend £4:3,000 or £43,000 in ~ddin~: to tht' 
bnildinu is to :-iay the JeaRt of It, \ vry pre1na~ 
tu re. 

0

Th~ colony, I consider, is nut in a 
position or in a condition to )usti\Y . any 
unnecessary expenditure on pubhc bn:ldn_Jg~. 
I would much rather see the money, whrch 1t '" 
propt"ed to expend upon what I consider these 
unnecessary irnprovmnents, Hpent all over tl~e 
colonv. In addition to the £43,000 which it IS 

conternplated to expend, hon. members will bear 
in mind that the Minister for vVorks, although 
actuated by economical motives in this instance, 
provoses to ask the House for no less than 
£100 000 out of the L<mn Estimate"< of £10,000,000 
for v'ariout:5 public buildings, and that t~1ere is on 
the same .Estimates a further sum of £20,000 for 
additions to the l'arliarnentary Buildings. J f it 
was necessary tu improve these buildings to the 
extent sugg·ested by the committee, that money 
could very well be taken out of the £100,000 Y'lte. 
The argu'ments that have been brought forw~rd 
in favour of this very extravagant a,nd expensive 
addition are I think, rather of a weak nature. 
One of then;-I am sorry I have to differ from 
my friend the hon. member for 1\ockhampton-
was that members ought to have some refres~
ment room here to which they could take thetr 
friends. I think that is a \'ery weak argnment 
in bvour of this expenditure. l t would lle a bad 
vrececlent to establish to allow members to take 
theirfriends into the Hefreshmentltomns attJ!.ched 
to the .Parlittmentary Buildings; and it would 
lead to very serious embarrassments in the future 
if rnmuben;, aJter debating in the House, were 
to be p<msibly subjected to the criticisms of 
Htrangers in the llefrm;lunent 1-{.ooms. The pro~ 
posal to add bed-r.ooms, sug;s-ested _by the 
hon. member for \Vtde Bay, ts, I thmk, of 
an equally frivolous nature. This House was 
never intended :ts a pbce of abode for mem
bers. If we are going to ttdd bed-rooms, bath
rooms >Lnd billiard-rooms to the House, we 
mio·ht',ro a little further, and start it as an hotel, 
o1;~n t'o the wive~ a!1d .fa?Iilies of ruen1be~'S. 
These Parliatnentary Build1ngH were never In~ 
tended for such n purpose, and I trust the 
House will never smwtion any additions of that 
kind. Ko doubt, as the hon. member for Itock
hampton has pointed out, the inconvenien?e 
experienced, especially by X orthern members m 
attending so long in Brisbane, i;-; Yery gr~at 
indeed, but thttt is not to be remedred by puttmg 
additional accowmodation of that sort to the 
Honse. The rnost serious argun1ent in favour 
of this vote i.s, in my opinion, the extreme 
risk which the building is subjected to from 
tire. Thf're is no doubt that if tt fire were 
unfortunately to break out in the ltefresh· 
ment Rooms it would require the greatest 
activity VJ prevent the whole of these bu_ildings 
bein" destroyed. To that extent 1 go wtth the 
com~tittee, that I think some immediate steps 
should be taken for the erection of refreshment 
r·omus of an incombustible nature. X ot that I 
wish to deprecate the existing Refreshment 
Rooms, for they are quite sufficient for the 
ordinary requirements of the member,; of the 
H on se \mt as a protection from the risk of fire, 
which\ look upon aK a very seriou::; one indeed. 
Un that ground I am also quite in accord with the 
.\linister for \Vorks when he suggests that new 
and pruper refreshment roon1s should be erec~ed 
without delay. It would be '"very great calannty 
tn Hrisbnne anrl indeed to the entire colony, 
if thiH v~ry handsome pile of buildings 
,vere d~.:·.~;troved frqm 'vant of proper pre
caution3 9.~alnr-;t fhej especially a~ the da!lger 
ha~ been p:Jinted out by the comm1ttee 
whiGh hc,s brought up tl:is rer:c,rt. The plan$ 
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we have hacl bicl before ns this afternoon are, 1 
think, in exce.''" of the requirements of the colony 
for some time to come. I am glad the Colonial 
rfl'8:-1HU1'€1' coincides with 1118 iu that vieW ; 
heca.n:-:;e l an1 going to point out that it is quite 
pm"ible tbat the accommodation now provided 
here may be considered sufficient for a longer 
period of the time than the Ministry calculate 
ju.;t now. At present the House con.;ists of 
tifty-five members, and we have sufficient 
:tcconnnodation for five or ten n1emberH nwre. 
But the tirne is not in the very far distant future 
when the accommodation ref[uired in this House 
i., not likely t•J be of neces.;ity increased, but 
possibly reduced. The C[Uestion of separation, 
which is just now agitating the northern portion 
nf the colony--

The PREMIER: Xot a bit of it. 

J\Ir. J3LACK: The C[Uestion of separation, 
which is now agitating the more northern por
tion of the colony, is, I am perfectly convinced, 
certain to result in the separation of Queensland 
into two colonies-North and Snuth-and con
serjuently the representation of the colony w hi eh 
will concentrate in Brisbane will be reduced. 
On those grounds alone, therefcre, I consider 
the accommodation provided here at the present 
time will he quite sufficient for s<>me years to 
come. Had the Premier brought in that Jledi,
tribution Bill, which I believed he promised 
-or Additional J\Iembers Bill, which is the 
same thing in the opinion of the outside 
public--

The PRE::\IUI<:R : ~onsmhe ! 
:Hr. BLACK: The northern portion of the 

colony especioJly were led to believe that an 
Additional Members Bill would be brought 
forward this ses~ion. However, that is sorne
what apart from the question we are now dis
cussing. On the whole I am prepared to sup
port the Minister for ~Works in the view he ha• 
taken of this C[Uestion, which is, that a ,ufficient 
sum of money should be provided on the Loan 
Estimates for an adeC[uate refreshment room, 
not, as I said before, because of the inadeC[tmcy of 
the existing accommodation, but to secure these 
Parliamentary Buildings from the very great 
risk of fire that they are at present subjected to. 

Mr. ALAND said: I think that when the 
time does come that Queensland i~ divided into 
two colonies, the amount of representation con
centrated in Brisbane will be C[Uite as large as it 
is now. That time is so very far dietant that 
this portion of the colony will certainly be much 
larger than it io now. I hardly know what 
to say about the matter before the House. 
I cannot bnt think that in the past we 
have acted not altogether wisely. vVe have 
been going on from time to time erecting 
otructures contiguous to this building, and then 
we find that they do not suit our pnrpose; so 
that I think that in the extension of these build
ings we ought to look a long '''ay ahead, and not 
build for the pre,;ent reqnirements only, but 
anticipate what our requirements will ultimately 
be. Now, I shonld have liked if, in considering 
this C[Uestion, we had had from the Minister for 
vVorks some sort of an idea or pbn of what he 
himself propose' to do in the matter, because it 
may be that with the sum which he intends to 
place at the disposal of the committee, some sort 
of structure will be built which, while well suited 
to our present l'P.C[Uirements, will in a few yettrs 
ref[uire to be enlarged, and then the question 
will arise whether the buildi:::l'f then erected is 
capable of being enlarged. The plans which 
have been presented to the Buildings Com
mittee are, nf course, quite in keeping, and are 
in accord with the vresent. building. We ha ye 
a,ll al0nl3' hithert~, in our building", taken no 
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account of the riv8r frontage of the building". 
\Ve have allowed them to present a sort of back· 
yard appearance. Take the Hnrbours and 
Rivers building as an exmnple. It iR a rli:;;;~ 
graceful-looking- thing ; and even in the pr~· 
sent Parliamentary Buildings there is nothing 
yery httndsome on the ri vm· side. Take the 
l\Iuseum again, which is equally ugly, or even a 
great deal more so. The plans which the Colo
nial Architect has prepared certainly present to 
the inner front a thing of beauty which we are 
told is a joy for ever. Anyone coming to this 
colony never fails to extJress satisfaction with 
our Pnrliamentttry Buildings when looked at 
from the Gardens, and I hope that visitors from 
the other colonies will in the future be able to 
admire it from the river side also. The proposed 
building is estimated to cost £43,000. I know it 
has been said, I think by the Minister for 
vVorh, th>ct a building such as the plans incli
cate cannot be constructed for anything like 
that amount. vV ell, it is of course very easy to 
make a statement of that kind, but when a 
gentleman with a professional reputation gives 
an estimate--

The l\IINISTI<:R FOR WORKS: I never 
said so. I said the completed plan would cost 
£100,000. 

::\Ir. ALAJ'\D : If we look at the front eleva· 
tion we see what it is propo,ed to build now, 
which will come to £43,000; and wh>ct it is pro· 
posed to build, in twenty-five years perhaps, will 
cost £100,000. \Vhat is proposed now will co,t 
£43,000, and we have the professional opinion of 
the Colonial Architect on that point; and I 
shonld like to know what is the use of h:tving 
one if he is not able to fullv assure the l\1inister 
what a building is really" going to cost. I say 
this : that in the absence of the Minister for 
·works bringing down to the House a proper 
plan of what he has purposed to do with the 
£20,000 on the Lon,n Estimates, we cannot do 
bet\er than accept the plans on the faith of 
the Colonial .\rchitect. The accommodation 
which will be provided will be in advance of 
our reC[uirements, but it is always better to 
look ahead. A mistake ha,; always been made 
in making no provision for the future, and the 
consef[uence is that nearly the whole of our 
public buildings all over the colony reC[uire 
additions to them. I hope we shall adopt 
a better cour~!e now in n!aking pro•r'ision for 
future requirements, and put up a respectable 
building which will last almost for all time. 

The MINISTER :FOR WORKS said: In 
explanation, I wish to say that I did not dispute 
the amount put down by the Colonial Architect. 
I said the complete plan would cost £100,000 to 
carry out. 

The PI-tEMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-~'l'he re
port of the Buildings Committee, which we are 
asked to adopt, recommends that a pa.rticular 
plan should be adopted for the future extension 
of these buildings. Now, I think we all know, 
first of all, that the present Refreshment 
Roorns are inadequate an<l are also dangerous, 
and that some action ought to be taken in that 
matter immediately. vVe agree also that the 
present Library may not always be sufficient. But 
it does not by any means follow that the pro
posal made is the best one. Now, so far as the 
Refreshment Rooms are concerned, it may be 
taken for granted that those buildings are in 
the right place-the middle of the building-and 
that any new buildings should be somewhere 
about the s'une position. That, I think, we are 
agreed upon. \V ell, now cornes the q uecitiou, 
where is the proper place to put the libmry ? 
The recommendation of the committee is that 
the library shall be put away in the yard 
at the back of the building, enclosed by 
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galleries on both sirles-with absolutely no ,·iew, 
n.nd practically no ventilation. Instead of being 
in the position in which it is now, inaplacewhere 
people are encouraged to go, it ii3 to be put in a 
Ino:-;t unt~ati~factory place-no ventilation and no 
ontlook. That is how it occurs to me. I think 
HJyself that the hack of the building is not the 
place for a library-the library ought to be in the 
front of the building, and OUf[ht to be a place in 
which it is a pleasure to sit and read. That 
matter has not been considered. The scheme, I 
think, require.-.; n1Uch nwre con::-:i(leration than the 
Colonial Architect could possibly have !{i' en it 
between the time he consulted with the com. 
mittee and the time the report was broug"ht up. 
I have not given the question snfficient consi
deration to justify me in expre.ssing a confident 
opiuion ; but I can see no reason why the Library 
shonld nut be extended in its 1n·p~ent position. 
\Vith a covered way underneath, so as not to 
obstruct traffic, an addition might be made to 
the front of the building, and while the distinct 
features of the building rrlight he pre~erved, 
we should still have the view in the front. 
\Ve might have two ftoor,q or throw them 
into one if it 'vas considered desirable ; and 
we should then be able to accnmmorlnte 
nll the bcoks we are likely to have for a 
very long tin1e to come. I wonder how our 
books would look in the magnifir,ent structure 
]Jroposed by the committee ! They would not 
cover half of one side of the wall. I hope 
that our Library will increase rapidly ; but we 
are not likely to be able to fill such a building 
a.,; the one proposed for the next ten or twenty 
years. I want to refer to another matter. 
There certninly is a great want of <tccornmodation 
for nle111bers-I do not 1nen.n accom1nodation in 
the shape of bedrooms, billiard-rooms, nnrl bath
romnR, bnt romns where n1en1bers can 1neet and 
transttct business in concert. There ought to be 
rooms where memberil could meet for the pur. 
pose of taking concerted action, and I think that 
is a great want. 1\t preRent there are no roon1s 
of the kind, except the cnrmnittee-rnoms down
stairs. In New South \V:cLles all(] Victoria there 
iH a roorn available for the convenience of 
members on both sides of the House; but no 
provision of that kind has apparently been con
sidered in preparing these pbns. The ab.,ence 
of it i:4 one of the greatest defects we bave in 
this 1-fowm; an(l such a provision is certainly 
wa.nted rnore than rtccornnwdation in the 
Library, and it could be IllPt by de,·oting pnrt 
of the space at the back of the bnildin!{, and 
\vithout interfering with the llefre~hrnent 
J{noru. \Ve ought to nmke this rn·oy1~10n 
for the acconnuoda,tion of 1nernbers, and "'e 
ought to build a new refre~hment romu. I 
entirely agree with the proposal to connect 
the refre,hment room with the present building 
hv a light gallery ; and that i,; what the 
Government think ought to be done; but I <ln 
not think the gallery onght to be replace<! by a 
libmry. Ao to the cost, I have every confidence in 
the Colonial, hchitect; but he has made no fonnal 
report. All he has done is to inform the com· 
mittee yerbally that the expense will not be over 
£43,000. He 'con Id not h" ve had time to make 
ont a detailed report. Nnw, I ask anybody 
who has had any experience in these matters 
whether he thinks the work can be done for 
.£43,000? I do not think it can be done for any. 
thin!{ like that money. If we look at the plans 
for the library, the cr,st of such a bnilcling lLH 

that rrluRt lJe Vt~ry gTnat inthwcl. 1\ building of 
the kind cannot be done in stncco. lt is :cL 
building with pillars inside ancl a great cleal of 
•wnarrwntation, a,n(l it wonlcl l)e much lm~t-;-er th[tll 
the room we are in now. I helie,·c tlmt if 
we adopt tho~e plam; we shtdl eertllinly he 
comlllitteJ tu an expeu.,,e uf uut le'" tluw 

£100,000; mH1 lmsidP' that, the plan j, by no 
means the be't that conld be devised. There is 
need for a new refreshrnent room, there can he 
no donht, to do a\\'ay with the Ncrimu.; danger 
that exists in connection \vith the pre~ent one. 
That onght tu he done at once; an(1 the Uovern
ment have placPd a sum of £20,000 on tl1e 
]~~::;thnates for it. That iR as n1ncb a.~ we on~ht 
to Rpentl nt present. It is an ont:-Jide arnonnt, 
and with it an1ple proviRion is n1nde for a. re
freshment room, and for the additional accom· 
morlation required by members. After they 
are pnwided for, I lJelieve there will be 
smnething to spare. T give the Buildings 
Cnmrnittee eYerv cret1it for doing the beNt they 
could with tbe ffieagre inforrnation u,t their dis
jlOHal, bnt their proposal is not, I think, one that 
onght to be adopted nt the present time. I 
think hem. members should p:cLuse before they 
resolve, \Yithout further consideration, to place 
the libmry where it is now ]Jroposecl, when it 
ought to be a building as well ventilated as possible. 

l\Ir. P ALMJ£R said : Knowing the ntilitarian 
clucracter of the hon. gentleman who brought 
this motion forw(trd, and believing that he 
favours the useful more than the ornamental, 1 
am surprised that he should have advncatecl such 
expenNive luxuries as billia.rd.-romns, bath-roolllR, 
and other extraordinary additions. J am quite 
sure that if the hon. gentleman recollectH what 
is rerrnired in other parts of the colony, he would 
scarct>ly have reconllEended ,-;nch extraordinary 
h!Xnries. I am rruite certain there are worb that 
<le:..;en7 e far rnore attclntion than these propn-;:ecl 
af1dition8, especially ·when I cornpare thi~ Houne 
with the Parlimuent Houses in cnlo11ies where 
the population iR four or five tilneH as great as 
ours. I hnve heard this building greatly com~ 
mended not onlv for its he:cLuty and its size, hnt 
for its luxnrion~ appearR.nee. I <Un ~nre it is far 
beyond the Parliament Houses in Sy,]n,y, the 
capital of a colon:v \Vith a pop1~Jation of between 
800,000 and 900,000. If the committee have so 
rnuch latent energy, anrl wish to expend a lot of 
money, I am sure there are works wanted that 
will return more interest for the money than 
silent walls like these. I also renwm her that 
in most public bnilrling·s the estimate of co't has 
fallen far short of what was required in after 
years. If it i,; estimated that a work will cost 
£50,000, it generally takes £100,000 before it is 
finiHhed. I entirely a,greA with the J>relDier 
when he ~:'Lys that the present Library ,;hnnlcl not 
be ,.,hifterl. Its pn:-:ition, its view-, a.nrl its Rtyle 
are such that none would wi::-;h to Hee it rmnoved. 
There i:-: no plea.~anter romn in Hri/'lbane; a.nd it 
would be a, latiting disgrace to put the library 
in any other roorn. It iti a. nwre l_u;ed 
room than any roonr, and ~honld, I tlunk, 
be kept where it is. ~'" to the Hefresh
ment Hoom, there is no doubt that it is at 
tinieR inconvenient, ("''lpf'r~ially when the ther
lllmneter registers ~}()0 • rfha.t is not Very pleat-milt, 
1Jut I have no doubt on that evenjng every other 
dining-roon1 in Bri~bane vva:-; jnst <lS hot; a~d 
for the short time hon. m em hers have tu Le m 
it 1 n.m sure they can staud tlmt. I am sure 
some hon. members lmve had to live far harder 
li,·es in the bnf<h. I thiuk this is scarcely the 
time for the colony to enter upon s1;ch a 
l:lrge expenditure for snch et lnxmiant lmild
ing. I believe the people of the colony 
woul(l laugh at Huch a large expenditure. 
The fact that the eornrnittee have cmne to the 
conelnHion thev have done in their report i~ HO 
w~tnant for n~ to corne tn the :-:mne conclu;-~,ion. 
T htwe no donbt they den>ted :t great deal of 
time to the subjec:t; but at the 8<'11Je tinw .. with 
all defPreuce to then1, I dn not think \\'P are 
jn~titied in a,~Te~·i1_1g to t.llei~ condu~i~ltl. 1 f, 
therefore, the ~lllHKter fu1· \\orb .. ; J'l'.ql!lt'L'>..., 1uy 
vute I ,]J,tll Le c1uite ready tu a: _ _i,,t !Jin1. 
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'\[r. STEVENS snicl: Mr. Spenker,-T think 
f,he re::.tt'on why ~orne hon. llleinlmrs hnse Hpoken 
against this pmpo~al is tlmt they have uot 
fully considered the report. There is grent 
st.t·ess hid upon the fact that the library will be 
"hifted to a position in the rPur of the building. 
0nch is not the fact ; it is an additional one, 
and the pre,ent Library will still be used as a 
library, and will contain bpecial hooks of reference, 
and books that are rertuirecl by hon membet·s 
a.t a n1oment'~ notice. The other romu will 
be used for books which hon. members can 
use when thev have nwre leisure. :Reference has 
lmen ntade to"' a romn for the use of hon. 1ne1ubers 
a.nd their fl'iend,,, and I mnst say th:1.t if I 
thnnght that what I consider such an inno
vation as that were likely to be introduced I 
should vote against the 1notion. I think it is one 
of the very worst things that could he introduced 
intn the Parlimuentary Buildings ; we have 
lmd some disagreeable experience of the w<ey 
in which ~mue hon. nwn1berH go on in a 
certain comlition, anrl it wnnld be Yery 
1nnch aggravated if there were a roon1 at 
their di"posal to bring fl'iends to help them to 
c~tr'(Hl'le. \Vhen we consider the arnount of incon
venience that hon. ruen1bers suffered la:st ses.~ion 
tlnring the summer in the preoent Hefreohment 
Hnon1, a.n(l even Hinco then-last eveuing a.11rl the 
eYening before-I think that we are fully entitled 
to erect smne buildings \vhich will be n1ore con
ducive to health and comfort than those we h•we 
at prPscnt. There is not the slig·hteot doubt in 
mv mint! that half the ill-health that was 
sn.ffererl by hon. rnemhers lat~t f.:eE-:sion \\-as through 
their being cornpelled to eat their food in snch 
a romn. ~ight after night the thE'nnon1eter was 
<Lt !JO". An hon. member said that he believed 
any other diuing-roon1 in Brisbane \Yonld baYP 
been quite as hot. I do not believe that any 
shilling eating-house in the city would ha Ye been 
"' hot. It couduces neither to comfort nor health. 
\Yith regnrd to those wooden buildings ttt pre•<ent 
being a Hource of da,ug('r frmn fire, there 
can be .-ery little doubt about that ; and 
<-ts to the iron door beiDg a protection, I 
do not belie' e it would htst three minutes after 
the fire got a fttir start; e'pecially if the 
wind were blowing in that direction ; it would 
shriYel up like a piece of paper. I do not think 
there " much of a point to be made of the het 
that because some of the hon. members ha Ye 
eaten their food in the open air, that they shoulel 
he able to ertt it in that room. I would much 
:-;noner go under a gun1-tree and eat 1ny food 
t.lmn eat it there. It would be a perfect pieasure 
to get under a gu1u-tree or even a sn1aller tree 
in preference to that room. It lms been pointed 
ont that a great fault in connection with our 
public buildings has be~n that we have put up 
temporary buildings and afterwards had to go 
to the expense of pulling them down and erecting 
other~; and unless a large su1n is expended in 
proper additions to the Parliamentary Buildings 
we ::;hall be doing the st:true thing over again. It 
is better to enter into a comprehensi \'8 scheme 
nnd be done with it. 

J\Ir. ::HIDGLEY: ::\lr. Spe:tker,-I believe I 
ought tn do something more than merely record 
my Ynte in order to defeat this proposition. 
\Vhile I lmve been listening to the debate I have 
been thinking of the accommodation which is 
Jll'OYided in other places. The accommodation 
that they lm.-e in Sydney, to this day, in the 
Parliarnentnry BuildingB, is in no wny to be 
compared with what we have hacl in Queensland 
for the la8t fifteen year'. So, to 1uy mind, the 
a,1nount of llloney is appalliug w hi eh is Ueing 
spent in building-~, and iH tuta.lly lllil'elnunent
th·e. I feel my mind perfectly at e",;e, 
J,ftee the scBwh of the Peemier. thnt theru 
will nut IJe much lilcelibuud uf tl!i .. !'rope .;,J 

l1eing accepted in its present shape' It a new 
refreshment room he provided in hannony with 
the nutin huilding a. great source of danger will 
he removed and the convenience and comfort of 
hon. ntem bers will be provided. for, but I think 
it is really too bad that we ought t.o he called 
npon to cpend all this money at the present 
time. ,\s for the Pnrliamentary Library bein,-; 
too snmll, I consider that a great deal nf the 
space thet·e is wasted. There are lots of books in 
that library which are never handled, and I believe, 
without interfering with its efficiency at all, the 
Parliamentary Librarian might make use of the 
recent addition to the buildings, and take out of 
thu Library some thousands of books, and put 
them into that dung·eon keep, and nobody would 
ever rniK~ thmu. There n1ight be Borne provision 
made fnr books of reference, mere records of 
proceedings in other countries, and scores of 
other books which aee of very little value. 
I trust that this proposal is doomed to be 
defeated. It is not the right thing that mem
bers should be so very exacting in regard to the 
cornfort a,nd luxury and elegance of their sur4 

ronnding·s in a young country like this. I believe 
that when these present buildings were put up 
they anticipated by a long time the necessities 
and real ability of the country. I trust that the 
proposal will be negati.-~d. 

Mr. SCOTT said: "Yir. Sveaker,- So many 
Inmnbers have spoken in oppm;ition to this pro
posal that I do not think there is the slightest 
chance of its being carried; and from what fell 
from the Premier it appears to me that the 
Government are likely to take the matter in 
hand themselves and build the refreshment 
rooms before very long. I trust that if they do 
this they will take care that such a building 
is erected as will be a credit to the colony and in 
consonance with the present building-a building 
that will have a front towards the river some
thing like the front to the gardens, and elegant 
in its structnre. There is plenty of room to 
build a place that will he very useful for all the 
purposes that are required for the time being. I 
do not doubt that before many years there will 
be such an outcry for additional room in the 
Library that hon. gentlemen will be forced to 
attend to it, and a large SUI1J of money will have 
to be voted. In the meantime, I hope that the 
lmilding proposed to be put up will be equal to a 
first-class building. 

::\[r. ARCHEH said : I hope, sir, that the 
niinister for \Vorks, who disapproves of the 
scheme now before the House and is going to 
propose a scheme of his own, will have a plan 
prepared to enable hem. members to judge 
whether it will be in accordance with the style of 
the present structure, or will be a blot on the 
building. The hem. the Colonhtl Secretary the 
other day twitted some hon. members on this 
side with want of &sthetic taste. I am not 
going to say anything against the a:>Rthetic taste 
of the Minister for \Vorks, but I hope that 
any buildings he proposes will be in unison 
with the design of the House. When that 
motion for the £20,000 vote comes before us, I 
hope that, if he cannot give us complete plans, 
he will at all eYents have an elevaLion prepared 
which will emtble us to judge whether what he 
proposes is in accordance with the part ttlready 
built. 

The MfNISTElt "FOH WORKS: I will 
endeavour to comply with the hon. gentleman's 
re(pH~"'t. 

The COLOXIAL THEASl'IlER said: Mr. 
Speaker,-After the long discussion which ha,.; 
taken place there is not tt grelLt deal to be said, 
except that, seeing the tone of the clehnte, tho 
hem. 111en1ber n1ust see he has !l(J cha.nce of earn~~ 
in.; his nwtion 1 an·] that his wiser l!la.n v:uui~ 



1716 Parliamentary Buildings. [ASSEMBLY.] Deep Minhlff o1t a.,lr(jitlds. 

he to withdraw it. l think it would he an 
unfortunate thing if the Parliament at the pre· 
sent time, approved of the report. It would be 
prem11ture to proceed with the expenditure of 
RO large a stnll of n1oney on work which 
1night \~ery well stand over for a few 
ye>trs, especially as the money is so much 
Inore urgently needed for the contitrnction 
of other public workB, many of which I 
trust, will be of a reproductive chara.cter. Do{Jbt
les~, ntore acconnnndation will be required for 
the future, but it will be wiser to le:tve it. to 
those who are in the House then to deal with 
Huch a plan for exten~ion a8 111ay be required. 
lTndoubtedly there is, at the present time, a 
f'nnrce of danger in case of fire, and I :-;hall be 
glad to see the removal of those wooden 
building,; and the erection of a pernmnent 
structure in their place ; and I tnmt 
the Minister for \Vorks will see tlutt the 
new buildings will form a suitable part of the 
whole of the permanent extension that is to !Je 
nmde in thp, future. The an1ount neee-;sary for 
the completion of these buildings woulrl, T am 
sure, extend to £100,000; and, considering that 
the colony is la,ngnishiug for nece~,..;ary public 
works, I think it would !Je an altogether un
necessary expenditure. rrrw n1ouey 1night be 1nnch 
more beneficially· expender! for the convenience of 
the people at large. IV e are profe,sing a desire 
for economy at the present time, and we should 
set the example in our legblative <thode, espe
cilLlly as we rl'ally suffer no very grP1tt individual 
hardship. \Ve occupy a very h::mc\,.;ome Cham
ber, >end the >1ccommodation of the House is, I 
helie,·e, f]Hite adequate for the requirements of 
leg-islators for the next five or ten years; and it 
would ue a pity for us to adopt a style of build
ing now which might not be suitable for the 
ref]uirernents in the future. This debate has done 
g-ood by a.f!ording hon. 1118Inbers an opportunit.v 
of expressing their opinion as to the repol't ,;f 
the committee. It must J:ot be inferred tha,t, 
because hon. members are disinclined to put the 
country to unnecessary expense at the present 
tim,,, the labours of the committee hase been 
treated with disrespect ; but I cannot think 
we are wa.rranted in sanctioning a very large 
expenditure of public money which is not 
immediately necessary >>nd would certainly be 
unproductive. 

Mr. FERUUSON said: :'\Tr. Spe<tker,--There 
can be no doubt that the Government and the 
committee haYe ueen in accord on this nmtter. 
\Vhen the committee brought np their report they 
were not aware that there was a sum of £20,000 
on the Loan EBtirnat.es; and the fact that the Gov
ernment have pnt down that sum is an aclmow
ledgment that the building· is necessary. Every 
speaker to-night has r1cknowledged that some ad
ditions are required immediately; and the speech 
of the hon. the Premier was stronger in favour 
nf the resolution than that of any hon. member 
who spoke in favour of it. \Vith regard to the 
Library, it is a mistake to suppose that the 
present Library is to be done away with. It is 
necessary to provide further accommodation for 
books, as at present there are tnany lying 
on the flour. The plans for the new library are 
on th~ newest principle. All the best libraries 
now are constrncted on<> different principle from 
what they u"'Jd to ],., ; they are lighted aml 
ventilate(l frorn the roof, and there if:; no 
opening eXCf'!}lt two entrance doors, t-iO that it 
would not matter whether the librttrv was at the 
front of the building m the back: The new 
style i::; cooler, better lighted, and give~ rnore 
room on the wall~ for bookt-:. \Vhat is the good 
of He library with a .. lot uf door~ and window~-<?
they only take up !'lJ<J!l1 that iH rerp1irecl for 
books. Howe,·el". I need not •-eplv tn "l1 the 
~rgument~ th;>t h~>Ye been nsed, - The Min:>ter 

for \\'orks Hays £20,000 will be «Yni\ahle 
Hoon for the erection of additiu11s, and T 
hoj •e they will be in eh<tracter with thP. 
preHent bnildingK, even if only two or three 
romn:-; a,re go11f' nu \vith ~:\Jt once, Ro tlw.tthey will 
not have to be 11Ulled down in five or ten yen.r~. 
It iH 1ny intention to '\vithdra w the nwtit m, 
becanHe I see that the feeling of the Hnu,;e is 
ag-ainst it ; and I will leave the matter to UJP 
::Ytinister for \V m!" tn de:'! with. T hope be will 
uot lot-:e HJ 1nnch time nYer it a:-; '''ith other bnild~ 
ing~ he has had in hand for the last yt"-:.ll' or ,..:11, 

\Yith the cousent of the House, 1 withdraw the 
111otion. 

:\lotion, by lee~ve, withdrawn. 

DJ<;EP 1\HNIXG OX GOLJYFIELllS. 
The Ho:-~ .. J. 1\L 1TA.CI-WSSAX moved--·
That the Uo11~e will, on Frich1y uext. ro~olvc it.splf intn 

a, Committee of the Whole, to cou~itler the followin~ 
l"C'I"iOlution. namrly :--

1. rl'lmt for tile pnrpORf~ O[ t\}1(~0Ul"aging· clC(!lJ llliniJJ;.: 
on the .zolcllidc\"' of tlw colony. it ~hall be bwfnl for tlH' 
Cololli<Ll Tnmstn·L~r to pa.\· the snms of £.i.OOO and £::1,C0fl 
re~pectively aB a reward, n}Jon the following eondi1i01n.:, 
na.mely:-

£5,000 to tllP miner or minrr~ who !:ihall be the fir,..; I 
to obtaiu and re11ort the getting of tifty ton~ of 
ll:t,Yable qnartz on either the c;-ympi.e. Charter~ 
Towers, or ltavrll~wnod Golll Piclcls, at the clPpths 
herein nwlltione,l, 11<-llllCly :---

(~ympic, n t n rlepth of 1)3~() feet.. 
Charters Towers. at a dPpth of 1,000 feet. 
Ravcm<wood. at a depth of DOO fpp;t. 

£:3,000 to the miner or party of rnin(~rs ·who ~lmll l)e 
the lir,..;t to ohtaill aucl report tlle ~rttin;t of 
fifty tons of llayahlc qnartz on e-itlwr thP IIod>!
kinson. l'allllCl'. or Etherillgc Golfl Fif)]\l~, :-~t t·he 
rtcpths herein mentionell. n:uuely :---

Ilo!lgkinson, at a {lt•pth of 540 feet. 
Pal mer. at a, dPpth of 5i0 feet. 
Etherictg·e. at a depth of 51i feet. 

Thr payahleness of tl1e qnartz and tlw depth of tltA 
mine iWhkh mns1. be lJerpen<licnlar from the snrfH.Cf'l 
to he <wrtilicd to by tl1e warden oE 1110 goldfield frnm 
which the applj('ation t'or payment of the reward i~ lmHlf'. 

rrhc rewarcl~ to be applied for before the 1st of 
January of 1.'4~!:L 

2. That an <Ulllrc~s lw pn_",Pu1cd to the Governor, 
prayjng that Hi:-; I·~xccllenc~r will be plt•ased to ean~e tlw 
necessary uJea~urcs to lJP t.akPu for giving- effect to the 
foregoing resolntion. 

He said : I assume that all hon. m em berB are 
agreed as to the importance of the rnining iJJ

dnstry to the colony, and the encouragement 
which it ought to receive. I shall therefore say 
nothing as to the importmlCe of the industry, 
believing that there i:-; no necessity for doiltg so. 
The GoYernrnent, I ob:-;erve, ha Ye a. "'ilUn of £!1,000 
on the Estimates passed la't night, for vrospect
ing purposes. I entirely agree with the intention 
of the GoYerninent so fa.r as it goes. But I an1 in
clined to think that they will have some diffieulty 
in exvend.ing tha,t £!1,000 during next year, nr 
even duri11g the next two year/3, I say this for 
several rea~ons. One rea:-:;on is because for every 
£1 which the Gnv·ernment find first, another £1 
must be found by the pm'ty which i' doing the 
prospecting. That is to some extent a deterrent 
to pro:-:;vecting. There are many n1en who would go 
prospecting for gold if they were not ca1led upon tr, 
bea.r the expense. Another reason is that there is a 
belief exi:-:ti11g- in the n1incb of n1any Pld rniners 
in the northern pnrt of the territory, where 
pr(mpecting haK been chiefly going on of 1att~ 
ym:tr~, that we have discovPrerl the lmst of ()nr 
1,oldiielck Of course we all know that a gold
field such as Gymvie, which is of small extent, 
rnuy be pt:tHHed. over by very energetic prus
pectm·:-3 \vithont cmning acrosK it ; bnt I 
think-taki11g intn eont'iflt-~ra.tion the general 
nature ot unr goldtiPlds. :LlHl the large area \vhich 
e:Jch nne ''~'f'npie:-. a,nd con~idering the a!llnunt r )f 
prn!':lr'ectin~ that h3'·· heen. done privatsl:· ·'-"' \vell 
as by p1l'!L m~lle;'-that the rerkd i5 not wry 
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br distant when the last of the goltlfields will 
hctve been discovered. I am "'"'~"V tu think 
~::>o; but f hctve a very goorl i·eason fu1· 
thctt uelief from my knowledge of the miners 
in the northern part of the country, ctnd froll1 
the e-':-prossions of opinion enrrent :tln<mg8t thr-nt 
for ~Hvernl yearM pn .. <.;t. ~uVi'1 luoldng at it in 
th>et light, it struck me tlmt as we cannot eX]Jt'ct 
any very great succeR~ front snrfttce proRpecting, 
it would be an advantage to the colony if we 
could develop new goldfie!th ctt certain depths 
below the surface. As a geneml rnle winers 
are not very confident as tu the depth to 
which gold reefs extend ; and it lu1s been a 
question of doubt even with gcologi~tK. Bnt 
still there is et fmtr in the minds of miners, thnt the 
reefs do not go down Yery deep. As a proof of thctt 
l may quote the depths which the deeper slmftk 
have reached on seYentl of the important gold
tield.s of the colony. Ifwetake RaYenswoml, which 
has been worked for fourteen ~yea,r~, the deepe~t 
shaft for gold--not silver-is "'00 feet. Then if vou 
take Etheridge, which is nearly as old, the i·eef 
is worked at the greatest tle[Jth of 270 feet. At 
Palmer, the deepest shaft is 270 feet, mlll at 
Hodgkinson, 240 feet. Those figures bear out 1uy 
eontention, tlutt as a genel't:tl rule 1niners are 
afraid to risk the exven<liture of money in 
sinking to any great depth, dreading as they 
do that the reef does not extend lower. I have 
ttdopted a principle in this resolution which 
is, 1 think, fair to all the goldfields enumerated. 
1 have selected the fiel<ls with the three deepeot 
shafts-~that is, Gym pie, Chctrtors Towers, and 
ltavenswood; and I propose that in ectch of these 
tields the depth of .500 feet deeper than the 
deepest shaft shctll be attained before the 
bont~s of £3,000 can be obtained under the 
eon(litionR hupnsed by the regnlations. It has 
been stated thctt the Gympie Cold Field, by 
having to go down 1,320 feet as a~·,linst 
only 1,090 feet by Charters Towers, is 
handicapped. Bnt such is not the caee, for 
each goldfield nmst sink exactly the same depth 
before obtaining the reward. · I do not see any 
other means that could be deviser! by which the 
rewarrl,; could he apjJOrtionerl e<tnitably. It 
would not be bir to ask that the rewarcl ~houlcl 
he given when the clctim had reached " depth 
of l,:JOO feet, because in that case the deepest one 
now in existence wonlcl hct.ve an advantage 
over the others 1 'Y 200 or 300 feet. Tlwrefnre 
I have taken 300 feet for each of the three gold
fields aH the depth which must he attained beyond 
their present depth before the reward cctn be 
obtained under In)' motion. 1'\ow, I consider that 
if we can induce lniners-,vhether they are cmn. 
}Htnim;; or iuclividual parties-to go down th~t 
depth it will he an advantage to the colony. 
l n fact, 1 think, as a rule, thttt the deep mines 
::tre nwstly worked by cmnpanies, for "\Vo can 
scarcely expect p:crties of individual ndnm·s to 
go do\vn f-inch a depth a,s. 1 1000 feet. This iR not :et 
qnn.-;tinn uf emnpaniP"' or jntlividnal 1niner:-;. 
\:either is it et question with me whether the 
nch man or the poor man will reap the advn.u
tar;e of the reward. 'l"hat never entered into 
my calculation. The ad vantage I wish beyond 
ermything is the ct<h-antage of the colony. ff 
we ~:,,t shafts at ({ympie down to 1,320 feet, and 
a gold reef is found there, every mine1· in that 
field will be se,tisfied thctt he has g·ot a chctnce of 
finding gold by :;dnking to th~1t depth. Tbe 
~auw recM:wning_a,pplie.s to Charters TowerR and 
Havenowoocl. Un the other three goldfielcle 
which I have selected-the Hodgkinson, the 
l'alrner, am! the Etheri<lg-e-1 have not ctskecl 
the miners tu sink !iOO fe<·t, bnt only ::lOO feet. 
Ant! the hmms is apportionerl in the 
same proportion : thctt is, ex>~ctly .£1,000 
t<, the 100 feet. The re>~son I have taken 
;;uu f•;et fut :tlw<·.e tiel<1·' i.s this: the very fact of 

the shafts in these fit>lds being of so shallow a 
depth at the present time is a pmuf that the 
111iuers there ha.ve grnater difficulties tu contend 
with than un the other fieltls iLt a greater depth. 
Et he ridge is an older tie Id than Charters Towers. 
It j~ a, bout aN old af.l RavenH\VO(Hl, and very little 
ynu11ger than U;nnpie, and yet on the :Etheridge 
the deepest shaft is only 270 feet ; the reason for 
th11t is mainly the distance of the field from the 
se~1 coa~t; rwerything tbere co::-ts. 1nore than at 
Gympie or at Charters Towers, eBpecially now 
t1{at Charters Towers is in con1nlnnicution with 
the rajhvay; 1niners' wages al'e 1nuch higher, and 
Inining ntaterial and nta.chinery are extren1el:v· 
expensive and hard to obtain. The same thins· 
applies exactly to the othe1· two fields, the Palmer 
and the Hoclgkinsou; neither of the'e fields 
ha.s the advu,ntn,ge of railway connnunica
tion; a,nd althoug·h the Pabuer ha:-; one being 
rrmde to it, I believe it will he ctt leaet two 
or probably three years before the railway i~ 
cmnpleted into Niaytown ; and accem·ding to the 
terlllK nf this re:-;olution the Lonuse:.; rnust be 
obtained within three yectrB from thA 1st.Ta.nuctr)· 
next. 'rhe other three fiel<l:; which I have selected 
for the ilOO feet depth "nd .£3,000 bun us are in 
conn1tnnication with the Hea by railway. Uyn1pie 
haH a railwn.y, CharterH Tnwert: ha:-; a railway, 
and now Havenswoot1 ha.s one frorn the fin::t of 
this month-so that ttny disctdYantttges tho,;e 
fields have bboured under before as to communi
cation have now been removed, and they et re tdl 
ou a,n equal footing af:l fnr as that js concerneJ. 
J t may he contended that a better system of 
af.)si:-;ting rnining might be adofJted. Ji'nr in:-;tance, 
I H[I,W a critici-.:n1 a couple of dayR ago in mw of 
the journals of this town, contending that it 
would be much better to adovt the system ill 
exi~tenee in Victoria at the preHent thne~ 
that i~, to asHist nliHers in sinking shaJts, the 
(:i-overnntent g·idng a certain }Jercentage in the 
expenditure for \Vages incurred in ~o doing. 
That, no doubt, is a very g·ood plan ; but in a 
colony where we have what may be called a free
trade tariff it woulrl be inconsistent. 'rl1ere is 
no ·more reason \vhy the Go,·ernrnent 1':'hould 
assit-it ntiners iu ~inking shafts, than there js why 
they ~hould assi~t fanner::; in plonghiug fields, LH' 

plauters in growing cane, or the workers in a11y 
other industry. Hitherto we have ctssisted and 
encouraged indnstrieP" by bonw5es or revntr(ls of 
diffm·ent kindH. For instance, we have at l'resent 
in our Mining Act of 187 4 a clause which I got 
introduced e1npowering- the (:}overrnnent to grant 
" rew::trd of £1,000 foethe di,;covery of a ]'ayctble 
goldfield. Smnethnes those rewards have been 
obtained without the slightest amount of labmu·. 
As " general rule th~iy have been obtained 
by chance, ao< most of our goldfields have been 
discove~et! by tteeident, ctnd not by the labour of 
prospecting. Then we gave a honu~ of land for 
the enuonragetnent of the .sugar industry; and I 
conld lTit~ntionunrnerous other instances in which 
bonnse~ have been given for the sta-rting of indnR
tries. Bnt this particular system which has 
bt•en advocated ttH exi:-;ting in ·victoria, i~ the 
result of the protectionist tariff which exists 
there. Tt wa• found that the miners were recei\·
ing so little benefit from the system of protection 
that they were very likely to go a,gn,inst it and ad vu~ 
cate freetrade. Therefore the benefit of protec
tion \Vas given to theHl, as it had been given tu 
manv other industrie~. and jt waH dedded to 
enco~uage deep Rinking by the expenditure of 
]mblicmouey. There iK a pr()vision that the 111nney 
i,; to be returned, but, as I etctted last night, that 
provision i~ "nwre ht)noured in the breach than 
in the ob:-:er\'ance. '' It is like our Hystmn uf 
granting loan.-; to cemet{~ries, the trn:-;tees are 
supposed to refund the money; but thctt is very 
mrely done, as the Colonial Secretary knows. 
The Victorian sy~ten1 is not ttt ctll in '"""wd with 
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our present fiscal system, and I can see no 
reason why WH shonlcl adopt it here. If we did, 
there are twenty other industries which would 
make a similar claim, and which would have an 
ectual right to make it. I do not think I need 
say much more on the subject. I have explained 
how the system will work, and I hope the 
Minister for .Ylines will see his way to accept 
the resolution, or, if not, to modify it in some 
way so as to make it equally useful to the 
miners. I am thoroughly com·incetl from 
rny own experience in rnining, strengthened 
by the experience of scores of other older and 
better miners than I am, that we have very 
little to hope for from new surface goldfields, 
and that the proof that gold·bearing reefs exist at 
these particular depths will be more than equal 
to the finding of an alluvial goldfield. As there 
must be a htrge expenditure of monev in reachina 
these depths, I have given a bonus.laraer tha~ 
the or<linary reward that is given fo;'" finding 
an alluvial goldfield. I may mention that htst 
night I unexpectedly received a telegram from 
Maytown on this subject. Hon. members "·ho 
read the criticism the other day in the Courin· 
may h:we remarked that the foundation of that 
criticism was the oLjection of the miners of .May
town to the system of giving bonuses, and their 
advocacy of the Victorian system. By the 
signature of the sender of the telegram I presmne 
that he is a journalist. He signs himself "\V. 
Crozier W ehr, Chronicle office"; and he tele
graphs, "Petition being signed .·mpport rnotion 
bonus deep sinking and subsidy field." I will now 
conclude by moving the motion standing in rny 
nan1e. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said : Every 
men1ber in the House, I am sure, recognises the 
necessity for encouraging the development of 
the goldfields of the colony, and for the Govern
ment giving assistance in raising all Ininerals. 
The question is, which is the best way to go 
about it. It would be presumption on my part 
if I undertook to set up my opinion agninst 
the hon. member for Townsville, because he 
thoroughly understands the subject. I myself 
know nothing at all about the pmctic"e of 
mining; hut it strikes me that the pro
posal put forward by the hem. member can 
only be nvailed of by wealthy capit>tlists. 
It appears to me that the proposition will 
shut out entirely the working rniners, because 
they have no me1ms of sinking very deep sh><fts. 
I rather approve of the system a-dopted in Vie. 
toria, where the Government subsidises those 
people who sink below a certain depth. I 
mention that, because I should like some prac
tical miners to give their opinion upon it. All 
that I can say is, that the Government are very 
desirous of encouraging and assisting the rnining 
industry all over the colony, whether it is gold 
or any other mineral that is being sought for. But, 
does the hon. member's motion indicate the proper 
way to go about that. I am free to confess that 
although we have voted sums of money year nfter 
year for prospecting for gclld no real benefit has 
been derived. The fact of the matter is that the 
Government hitherto have simply found the 
money for equipping parties for prospecting 
purposes, but, notwithstanding that, no good 
results have been obtained. The Government 
are, however, bound to do all they can to 
encourage the n1iuing industry, and they are 
<[Uite willing, if any proper scheme can be pro· 
posecl, to carry out the ideas of the hon. member. 
I am inclined to think that if anyone struck 
gold at a good depth he would be amply 
rewarded for his trouble, but I would rnnch rather 
th>tt this scheme should he nmde to apply to 
everynne alike, so that the working rnitH?-r rnay 
have a chance against the cnpitalist. The 
quantity of st()l1fl t,q PP. raiser!, f!s mentione(l by the 

hon. member for Townsville-namely, 50 tons
appears to me to be rather small, and I would 
prefer, at all events, that that should be altered 
to 100 tons. However, a' I saicl, it is precmmption 
on n1y part to set up my opinion ngain~t 
the rnernber for Townsville, bec:.tnse l know 
he has a thoroughly practical knowledge of 
mining; a much better lmowledge of that than of 
railway contracting. I would take the hnn. nletn
ber's OlJinion npon rniningmatter::; as soon as that 
of anyone I know; and if, as I say, any reaRonable 
n1eans can be devised for a~:-df'ting thH nliners of 
the colony to strike pnyable g-old at a greater 
depth than it has hitherto been discovered at, 
the Government are very willing incleed to give 
all the assistance they can. 

Mr. S:\:IYTH slLid: As a representative of " 
rnining constituency ,and a.s a n1iner, I muRt sa.v 
that my constituents do not ngree with the pro· 
posal of the hon. meml1er. nor do 1 agree with it. 
The system has been tried before. It has bet>11 
trier! in K ew South \V ales on the Adeloug- Gnlcl 
Ifield, and a reward of £1,000 was give11 to t!JP 
party of miners who got gold at a depth of 800 fe,·t. 
A company named the (irelLt Victoria ExtcndeJ 
raised a few tons of ejnartz, and the ] uspeetor nr 
}lines prmwuncecl the :<;tone as being pay
able. That stone returned 1!z oz. to the tem, 
but after the £1,000 had been paid the mirw 
did not turn out according to prospects. \Yell, 
the same company sunk down 1,02() feet and 
they got gold ag·ain, and claimed another re\vard 
of £1,000; but I do not know whether they 
got it or not. It strikes me that this offer· 
ing of rewards is like greasing a fat pig. lf a 
man sinks 1,000 feet and gets pay:.hle gold at 
that depth he doe& not wnnt a reward for it. 
:For myself, I prefer the loaning system, which 
has been carried on in Victoria with great 
success. Last year the Government assisted sixty· 
five compnnies in Victoria to prospect for gold, 
and in fourteen or fifteen cases their efforts were 
successful, and those companies have been the 
means of opening up several mines that would 
never have been worked hacl it not been for the 
:.ssistance of the (}m·ernment. Up at Charters 
Towers :Mr. Thomas Mills, an old and experi
enced miner, feels certain he can find gold 
below 1,000 feet, and he has gone down to 
Victoria to get the necessary nmchinery for 
prospecting at that depth; but he would never 
think of claiming a reward of .£5,000 if he W><s 
snccessful enouf;h to strike payable gold. 

The PHEi\IIER: \Vould he not' 
Mr. NOHTOK: My word, he would! 

J\lr. S:MYTH: I strongly object to this 
proposal on the grounds that the depths are 
not fairly apportioned. Then we have it 
thttt Gympie mu,t go clown to n deptl1 
of 1,320 feet before any reward can ]Je 
claimed on that field. Now, the deepest 
slHLft on Gympie, the l'nited Smithfield, is sunk 
down to a depth of about 8:30 feet, an<! it coht 
£20 to sink every foot. That shaft has not 
had pnyable gold for the bst GOO feet. .Ever 
since they left the 250·feet level nothing has 
been found, and I do not think it fair that Gym pie 
should be handicapped to the extent of 1,320 feet, 
as proposed by the hem. member fm Townsville. 
They are handicapped 230 feet more than 
Charters Towers, and 420 feet more than Ravens· 
wood. \V e do not think thttt is hir, considering 
that at Gympie, at the present timP, we have 
sixteen shafts over iiOO feet deep, and eight others 
over 400 feet, besides several crosscuts extending 
over 500 feet in length. It would be a mistake 
to award a claim for one single deep shaft. 
There are many claims in w hi eh good yields 
a.re got which are worked down to the 
gold level. The owners get good diYidenrh : 
tile~ pick tl1e eyes oqt of the daim, a))(l 
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then they clear ont. Th"t has been the case in a 
good many inotanceo. \Ve had a report before us 
the other day which showed that the Ida mine 
at the PllJmer httd obtained 4, 782 tons, which 
yielded 11,G;)(i ozs. of gold. and that gave a return 
of £-lli,f>44. Bnt then they sank nu rleeper. 
Aml there was the ({ueen chtim at the Palmer, 
from which 3,4!JB tons were taken. That gave 
11, 1:-IG oz_,, of gol<l, which brought £44, 7H. \Vhy 
should these be subsidised if they got snch hand
some returns '? 

The HoN. :r. :\1. MACROSS \_N : :Hnnv of 
the men who gut the returns lmve sold out "and 
gnne. 

Mr. 8MYTH : They are getting no returns 
now. 

The Hox .• T. l\f. :VIACROSS~'\.X: No; not at 
present. 

l\Ir. 8:\IYTH: The 1mnal system in working 
a 1nine is thR.t while \Ve are getting ]Jayable 
Btone we <levote part of the profits towards 
<loiUS!,' a Cf'rtain amount of dead-work, perhapH in 
~inldng. T know that in the G-yu1pie 1nines it is 
::thvays ccmsidered right to keep ahead of their 
\Vork. They keep the shaft g(ling down. I know 
sevP.ra! slmfts that lmve been sunk over GOO feet in 
the ]a,;t tl1l'ee years right straight clown. Tf a /J()nri 
)hie ~y.--tern i~ ca.rried on, then the Governuwnt 
1night give a subsidy on the wage::; that are paid 
in working a 1nine, say 10s. for every £1 spent in 
actual nriners' wageH ; and let the reprd~entati Ye 
slmft,; be selected by competent persons. I know 
shafts where as much will be proved at f>OO feet 
as in others at BOO feet, nn account of the 
different strata_ IV e know that when w~ 
cmne to a pa1-ticular strata we shall get 
gold. T think the hon. member for Towns
ville, in aNking- for smne a.sHi:-;ta.nce in this 
way, should see that justice is done to all 
the mining townships. I do not think the 
miners in the colony will ac:ree to this proposal. 
l believe the miners at l\Iaytown will disagree 
with it, aml I know the miners at Charters 
Tower,, and Gym pie do; but I shall have much 
pleasure in snpporting the lwn. member if he 
brings forward his proposal in '' better form. 

2\lr. LISSNER said : I may say that Ravens
\VOCHl nnd Charters TowerR are of far greater 
itnportance, as far aR population is concerned, 
thtm Gym]'ie; bnt the hon. member for Gym pie 
has the advantage in the fact that he haR got 
the opinion of his constituents that they did not 
like the propos>tL I have not. I luwe had no 
news from my coustitnents ao to whether they 
approve of this schen1e or not; and, therefol'e, I 
l"tand here to net on n1y o\vn judgrnent. There 
i:-; nothing n1ore dlfficult than tn judge mining 
nuttterB; tt.nd though I have been connected since 
18.)() with ndning- in Victoria, Kew Z·""aland, 
and other places, 1 am at a loss to say 
whether thi' is a goo<l scheme or not. 
Huperficially, T do not think it is a good thing. 
I do not think it will improve the working 
rninerR, thm;e who bond tide g'l) into the bush to 
look for gold. It will only benefit those who are 
in a position to sink deep shafts. As the 
n1otion stand . .;; now, any party will have 
to go on exactly in the sarne shaft that is known 
to be at a Jmrticular depth, and will htwe to sink 
for the sake of the reward. Now I do not think 
anyone could go to Gytnpie, and. starting on a 
uew line or Hnppo~ed new line of reef, sink 
1,!)20 feet in three yea,rs. The rewards, of cour~e, 
will l><pse at the end of 1888. At Charters 
'l'owe"', too, I do not think anybody could 
sink a shaft in three years to the depth 
l'~C[nired, unless indeed he had double ot· 
treble shifts, which would require a great 
de,,] of c;epitaL If the Government intend to 
snpport e:tpibclists, I believe this scheme will be 
a. good thin~:; hqt if the~~ intend to 8ncotu·age 

people who are engaged in n1ining just 
110\V in rroinrr deeper with their :-;haJts, I do 
not thit~k it will work. I should like the 
hon. member to withdraw his motion for the 
present, and allow the represent<'tives of the 
different 1nining COlTIUlUtlities to have a confer~ 
ence with the miners to see whether they can 
frame any scheme of reward Umt will be a benefit 
to the wholP colony. As it ;;tando now, I say, 
only those n1inen; can get the reward who are iu 
a pnsition to ~ink for it. For iru;tance, at lVlay
town and CharterH Tower:-; claims ca.n easily be 
sunk clown the required depth, produce tl1e f>O 
tons of stone, and get the reward. But that is 
not what is wanted. I lJO]'e the hon. melllher 
will come to the conclusion that it would be 
better to let the matter stand over for a while, 
and allow the miners to think over it. 

Mr. YIELLOR ;;aiel : Mr. Speaker,~I am 
sorry that the hon. gentleman who introduced 
thi" n1otion is not in hjs place; but I am glad to 
see a motion of the kind introduced to this 
House, ''" I consirler the subject to be of the 
greate;;t impGrtance. Like the rest of the 
speakers who have addressed the House, I do 
11ot believe in the principle upon which it i• 
brought forward, and I think it is unfair thnt 
Gytupie should he hmtclicappecl to the extent it 
is-: Charters Tuwers coming next. I believe 
they are getting gold at as Jeep levels a.t 
Charters Towers as at Gyrnpie ; bnt to 
fix the depth to be reache<l before the awar 
can be claimed, at 1,320 feet will not be 
mnch of an inducement to the miners at Gym pie. 
There is one shaft at the present time which is 
CO"§ting £20 a foot for sinking- that IS an excep
tionally expensive shaft on account uf the water. 
To obtain the reward they would have to sink 
lGG feet a year; that would cost something over 
£3,000 a year for three year;;. I do not think 
they wonlcl be able to do it in the time. The 
shaft is sunk in low ground liable to floods, 
and they might be stopped for months together. 
I think it would be better if the hon. member 
were to withdraw his motion, and accept the 
suggestion of the hon. nleinber for l{ennedy to 
conoult with the members for the different gold
fields, and see if some scheme could be devised 
that would be fair and jn><t, and be an encourage
ment to deep-sinket''· The hrm. member said 
he believed all the best goldfields in Queensland 
had been discovered. That is a matter of 
optmon. It was only the other day that we saw 
one of the rnost irn1Jortant di~eoveries yet made 
in Queenslancl~that is i\lount Morgan; and J 
believe it is quite likely that we may get a good 
rnany l\[onnt l\Iorgans in (iueensland, thongh 
they may not be discovered in the way we 
expect-that is by tracing the allnl'ial, and then 
working the reefs. I do not think we should 
look at it as the l\1inister for \Vorks has done, 
who is afraid that rich companies might obtain 
the rewm·d. If we mtn only induce people to 
go down and get paya.ble gold, it will give such 
tLn impetus to rnining that it will be worth a. 
great d€'al u1on~ to the Governrnent of the 
country thmt the reward. If a man discovers 
a fresh goldfield, we do not consider whether he is 
rich or poor; and even if he cmne on it accident
ally it is of ao much value to tl:te country as if 
he ha,<l discoverefl it by ha,rd work. Soruething 
has been ~aid ahont the geologi~ts predicting that 
deep sinking- woul<l not be succe-;sful. I do not 
think we :;hould place too much reliance un the 
report of geologi::;t.s after the experience> \Ve had 
of them, and the damage they cansed tn Gym pie 
in the early rlays. I am confident that deep 
"inking will be as snccessful here as in other 
colonies. There is a shaft at Sandhurst in 
Victnritt called the "180" shaft, which is 
do\vn 1,7GO feet, and they are getting good 
golcl ;;t t·hR·t d~pth ; <Plrl l do not s~e why we 
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should not expect the same results in this colony. 
The discovery of gold at greater depths would 
haYe a double advantage. There are so many 
mines where all the machinery is on the ground 
for sinking shafts, and that is the first and 
heaviest cost. They could go down twice the 
depth with no more expense for machinery. 
Besides that, the discovery of gold at greater 
depths would give confidence, and add stability 
to the industry. I should be- glad to see some 
scheme by which encouragement would be given 
to parties sinking deep shafts, even if they were 
unsuccessful. We might adopt the Victorian 
plan of paying 10s. for every £1 paid in wages ; 
or we might even be more liberal than that, 
and make it £1 for £1. In case they were 
successful in their efforts, they could refund the 
money to the Treasury ; whilst if they were 
unsuccessful thev would have some relief. There 
is £5,000 on the "Estimates at the present time 
for prospecting for gold. I do not think that 
amount can possibly be expended in the manner 
proposed by the Minister for Works ; I think 
that the £2,000 on the last Estimates was not 
nearly spent. The hon. gentleman, I think, 
might go beyond gold discovery, and give some 
reward f01· tin and other minerals. Discoveries 
of this kind are very valuable to the colony, and 
I should be glad to see some encouragement given 
in that irection. 

Mr. ARCHER said: Mr. Speaker, -I<'or 
persons with no practical experience in mining 
this is rather a difficult subject to speak on. I 
myself feel some diffidence in giving an opinion 
on the matter; but I think the debate, except 
with regard to part of what fell from the last 
speaker ,has drifted entirely a way from the purpose 
the hon. member for Townsville had in view 
when he brought this matter forward. I remem· 
ber distinctly that he said he did not want to 
make this a rich or a poor man's question : 
he did not consider in any way whether it 
would assist one reef more than another ; 
he simply wished to prove that in Queens
land, as in other countries, there was gold at 
a greater depth than it is now mined for. He 
said he did not care who got the reward-whether 
it was the wealthiest company or the poorest 
man-so long as they satisfied the country, and, 
therefore, encouraged others to go to deeper 
levels than now for the discovery of gold. The 
hon. member for Townsville had also said thftt 
so far as experience and knowledge went, the 
<>pinion of the miners was that gold was not 
discoverable at great depths, and that pri
vate enterprise was not likely to sink deep 
mines. The Minister for Mines said that 
the plan proposed by the h(m. member for 
Townsville would not enable the poor man to 
;:et any benefit from it, but the hon. member for 
Townsville says he meant it fnr the benefit of 
Queensland at large, and not for the benefit of 
the miners. The best way to find out whether 
there was payable gold at great depths would 
not be the best way to encourage poor men to sink. 
The best ·way wonld be to enconrage wealthy 
companies who have already deep shafts, to expend 
money in sinking them deeper. It is said that 
there are large companies who had found gold 
at certain depths, and who by following down 
their reefs would pay for the sinking of the 
shafts, and thtm, having attained the required 
depth, would claim the reward, although they 
had done nothing except to enrich themselves. 
But even if that were the case, the object 
would be fulfilled. It would show that there 
were deep-lying reefs in Queensland, and it 
would encourage others to look for them. 
Thftt is the object of the motion, so far as I under
stand it. The hon. the Minister for Works has 
met the motion somewhat unfairly. He is 
:mxious to secmtd the member for Tnwnsville in 

encouraging deep mining, but his difficulty was 
that he CoLtldnot see the best method for doing 
it. It is therefore necessary that the question 
should be fully debated by those practically ac
quainted with mining, so that we may secure the 
object in view-namely, the best method of ex
pending the money in developing a.nd encouraging 
deep mining. If that were kept in view hon. 
members would not care whether deep milling 
was proved profitable by wealthy companies or 
by poor men. The great thing is to prove that 
deep sinking will lead to gold reefs, and there· 
fore be a constant source of wealth to the colony. 

TheATTORNEY-GENERAL: Mr. Speaker, 
-I regret that duties detained me elsewhere, and 
prevented me having the ad vantage of hearing 
the hon. member for Townsville submitting his 
motion, and the speech he made in support of it; 
as also the remarks of the hon. gentlemen who, 
I understand, have already addressed themselves 
to the subject. There can be but one opinion as 
to the motive which prompted the hon. gentle
man to in'troduce this motion to the Hou;e. 
There can be no doubt that he is actuated by the 
sincerest desire to advance the prosperity of the 
great mining industry of the colony. And to the 
extent that he has sought to accomplish his object 
by this resolution he is to be heartily commend eel. 
I fear, however, that, while commending the 
hon. gentleman's excellent intention, I can
not see my way to support the resolution in 
the shape that it has assumed. There can 
be no doubt that it is of the greatest importance 
to the mining industry that deep sinking should 
be encouraged. I know that in the Charters 
Towers Gold Field it has been found that the 
deeper they sank the richer the stone they have 
obtained; and that in the opinion of many ex
perts there, as well as in other parts of the 
colony, there are very rich reefs lying at consi
derable distances below the surface. But men 
who have the requisite skill, and energy, and 
enterprise for engaging in the attempt to discover 
these deep reefs are debarred, and abwlutely pre
vented in many cases, by the amount of capital 
necessary for the work of sinking the shafts. 
There are many men, not only up there, but in 
other parts of the colony, who are perfectly 
willing to embark in enterprises for the <lis· 
eo very of deep reefs ; but they like to be assnred 
that they shall not engage in attempts that 
will absolutely ruin them. My opinion is, that 
if this motion were passed in its present 
form it would have the effect of giving great 
rewards to a few fortunate men. There are 
parts of the goldfields where men of large 
practical experience are fully assured that, 
by sinking in certain localitiee, they will strike 
gold reefs at certain depths, and it may be in 
their power to sink to those depths. And there 
may be other men elsewhere who, not having 
that certainty, have not the courage to sink deep 
shafts. I think it would be better if a system 
were devised by which persons who are anxious 
to test the quality of deep reefs were assisted 
by liberal grants from the Government on 
somewhat similar conditions to those that 
obtain in Victoria. I have ascertained that 
in Victoria it is the practice to assist persons 
engaged in deep sinking by giving them consider· 
able amounts proportioned to their outlay-those 
amounts to be refunded to the Government in the 
event of those who sink deep shafts being successful. 
That is a reasonable way to encourage the mining 
industry. But it is a different thing when personK 
who, from no fault of their own, are not success
ful, should get nothing at all for theiroHtlay and 
enterprise, while other persons, simply because 
they have had the good fortune to strike a reef at 
a certain depth and bring up fifty tons of pay
able quart7., should get the handsome reward of 
£n.OOO, in addition to the untold wealth that. 
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lies before them. It would be no hardship to a 
successful miner, who wa~ encouraged to proceed 
till he found a reef at a certain de]Jth, to refund 
to the Government the amount they advanced, and 
which advance enabled him to make the discovery; 
and the unsuccessful but equally deserving miner 
would not be ruined by his enterprise. I am glad 
to know, from a conversation I ha Ye had on this 
subject with my hon. collel1gue the Minister for 
Works, that he has heen before to-d&,y, and is 
now, exceedingly anxious for the formulation of 
some scheme to assist the prosecution of deep 
•inking on our gold-mines. The hon. gentleman 
is fully alive to the im]Jortance of it, and is only 
anxious to know which is the best way to proceed. 
I understand that my hon. colleague in the re
presentation of the Kennedy, has made a sug
gestion to the House that it would be a good 
thing if those who represent goldfields were 
to meet for consultation on the subject of what 
would be the best means to adopt. That is a 
very excellent suggestion, and I have not the 
slightest doubt that the Minister for vVorlcs would 
be very glad to give his cordial support to any 
well-considered scheme emanating from those 
hon. members. "When I visited my constituents 
some twelve months ago this question of assist
ing persons to sink deep shafts was often spoken 
of, and I then expressed the opinion I have done 
now, that the best plan would be for the Govern
ment to contribute an amount in proportion to 
the expenditure incurred; such amount to be 
refunded in the event of success being achieved. 
Of course those who did not succeed would not be 
c:.lled upon to refund the money advanced by 
the Government. In this way enterprise would 
be considerably extended, and I do not think it 
would be much to be regretted, even if a rich 
company were to be successful in sinking" the 
shaft. Whoever had the enterprise to under
t:.ke the work, whether rich or pom, let them 
have all the assistance the Government can 
afford; and if the rich company is successful in 
happening upon a payable reef at a great 
depth, the country would not be tl)e loser, 
especially as that rich company would refund 
the money which had been advanced by the 
Government to assist the enterprise. lf the 
hon. gentleman were to withdraw this resolution 
after hearing the expression of opinion upon it, 
and bring forward the subject at some future time, 
after consultation with the other members who 
represent mining interests, he would effectually 
serve the object wldch he had in view when he 
brought this resolution forward. 

The HoN. R. B. SHERIDAX said: It is 
simply an act of justice on my part to correct a 
statement made by the hon. member for Towns
ville. I understood that hon. gentleman to say 
that the discoveries of gold in Queensland were 
by accident, and that he knew the best of them 
had been so discovered. I happen to know quite 
the reverse of thl1t. vVhen-what has since turned 
out to be of such incalculable worth-the Gym pie 
Gold Field was discovered, it was to me that the 
discovery was reported, and I granted the dis
coverer his protection area, and reported the 
nu1tter to the Government. I was also concerned 
in getting him his just reward. I allude to Mr. 
J arnes N ash, who, after prospecting hundreds of 
miles, unassisted by anybody, but entirely 
through his own exertions and at his own expense, 
finally discovered Gym pie. That discovery was 
made at a time when the colonv was at its lowest 
ebb, and gave the turning p<)int to its affairs, 
since which it has continued to progress in wealth 
up to the present time. 

:Yir. NOR TON said: I think the hon. mem
ber for ::VIaryborough has misunderstood the 
hon. memberfor Townsville. That hon. memher 
did not say that all the g'oldfields of the colony 
h9,d ]wen •liscovered by accident, bnt that mo~t 

of them had been so discovered. He did not 
refer to any one mine in particular, aud his 
statement had no connection with Gympie or 
:.ny other particular goldfield. I am sure the hon. 
member for Townsville would be the last man 
in the House to detract from the credit which 
Gym pie deserves for the assistance it gave to the 
colony at a time when assistance was most 
needed. I am glad to hear that the Minister 
for Mines is anxious to forward some well-con
sidered scheme for the encouragement of deep 
sinking; and every hon. member will be glad 
to see such a scheme brought forward-whether 
he be a goldfields member or not-andgi ve it every 
possible assistance. Had tb.t been done earlier 
the hon. member for To)wnsville would have had 
no occasion to move his present motion, and 
that is the only scheme which the House has 
now before it. It appears to me that, in the 
objections raised to the motion, the old bugbear 
of the capitalist has been dragged out in a most 
extraordinary way. No one who knows any
thing about deep mining can possibly suppose 
thnt such a work could be undertaken by it poor 
man; and if it is not to be undertaken by capi· 
talists it will have to be undertaken by the 
Government. The Government might under
take the work under the direction of a geologist, 
who would inform them where trials of that 
kind should be made with a ch:.nce of their 
proving successful. Heference was made just 
now to the damage which had been done to 
Gym pie by the report of the geologist. Well, 
Mr. Speaker, we have a geologist in the colony 
"vhom, I think, no one can sa.y anything aga,lnst. 

Mr. SMYTH : Only one. 
Mr. NORTON: I am not saying we have 

more. I refer to Mr. J"ack; and I say he i' a 
man who, l think, from the reports he has 
made, has led to our placing an immense deal of 
credit and confidence in any statement• he 
makes in regard to g"eological matters, and I mn 
quite sure that if he had reported as anothel' 
geologist is said to have done upon Gympie, hi" 
report would have been of a much more satisfactory 
nature. Therefore it is h:.rdlv fair that because one 
gentlem:.n who represente(l himself as a good 
geologist made a mistake, that everyone who 
followed him should be ab1wed. In reference to 
this matter one thing ought to be taken into 
consideration. There is already a sum on the 
Estimates of £5,000 towards the assistance of 
persons who like to go out to prospect for gold. 
That sort of work can be undertaken by ]Joor 
men. Subscri]Jtions are raised in order to enable 
them to go out, and those subscriptions are sup
plemented by Government assistance, and the 
result is that a considerable number may go out 
who would not be able to engage in any mining 
which eatailed a very great expense. I would 
also point out that if this work is undertaken by 
capitalists, it is not they alone who will benefit 
by it. They do not do the work themselves, 
and if they succeed in finding gold in pay:.ble 
quantities others will go out and will open up 
fields of labour for other miners. It seems to me 
to be a mistake to be always dragging in this 
wretched capitalist, as if he was a man with no 
object on el1rth but to injure the country. It is 
impossible to work the mines of this eolony 
without capital, and the very men who condemn 
capitalist& are of that class themselves. The 
Minister for vVorks is very much given to decry
ing capitalists, but there is not in this House a 
richer man than he is. He is not afraid of being 
rich; and why should he be afraid of other men 
becoming so? The hon. member, if he has got a 
finger in the pie, does not mind in the least. \V e 
know him well, and we understand him by 
this time. I do not think the hon. member 
means what he says when he speaks against 
cltj>italists. 
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: You say 
all this often enough in the Courie1·. 

Mr. NOR TON: I daresay that they do Rav 
it in the Co111'ie1·, anc1 l daregay they arc quit"e 
right. I think the hon. member would much 
rather be a capitalist than a poor man. \Vith 
regard to the motion, I cannot stty I alto•"ether 
agree with it~ beca.use it ought to be nutde ttpplle~ 
able to all fields of the colony, and I am snre the 
hon. meu1 ber for Town,ville will be prepare<] to 
amend his motion in sueh a wnv as will umkc it 
applicable to the whole colony: One aclmnta·'.e 
1night ensue fron1a 1noti(mof thiH kin(!. ThL'l'e h~H 
beenanexpre . ..,sion of opinion that the (JoverrnnPllt 
ought to pl·ovidediamond drills in order to test the 
country for gold, and I think that would lead to 
a ntnnber of co1npanies ancl private individuals 
prol'icling diamond drills for themseh·es if thev 
found the nl"'rations succcsstnl, and in that wa'y 
they would be able to sink for g-old at ~Teat 
depths and obtain the Govemment reward." On 
the whole I think that the proposal of the hun. 
n1e111Ler iH a very good one, and I a.u1 qnite snre 
from what has fallen from hun. mernl,ers that 
they !h_ink ,;ometldng of the kind would be Hry 
benetimal to the cunntry. l Lelien) O\'ervone 
recogni~e . .;:; the iu1porta;1Ce of the nlini11g: iu
dnstry, and it is only a. q nt..'''tion of the proper 
way in which sneh a pro1 Jos;.d as that n1ade 
by the hnn. me m her shonld !Je carriecl out. 
That. is the "nly dillicnlty, I gather, from wbat 
has been Raid, a.nd l an1 Nnre the hon. 1nerubee 
for Tn\','llRville, if any :-111:2:gr>stions are rnade, will 
be prepared to an1e11d. hiK nwtion so aK to n1ake 
it acceptable to every member of the H onse. 

]\Jr. FRASER said: I cannnt pretend to 
know.much about mining. l have had a little 
:xper1ence of the Hinking }Jrocess conneC'ted with 
1t as regards rnini11g cmupanies, and that is the 
extent to which rny knowledge goes; bnt it 
ha..-s always been a H1atte1· of wonder to 1ne 
why such clietinguished preference should 
be given to the g·old inrlu~try, and that a,l] 
the other indm;trie,; tlmt are '"'Tmhle of 
~eing developed Rhon1d not lJe enconl·a,ged. 
[ can see no reason for it. It may be my 
obt~u.;eness, but I cannot Ree anythi11g that can 
ent1tl.e th~ gold-rnining indnr;try to a preference 
of thm kmd. I may be somewhat heterodox 
in this matter, and I should lJe ITlad to l>e 
enlightened. I have not the sligl~te"t donbt 
that, h:.~ ]Jrocesses of this kind, we r;hould l1e nble 
to e...;b1bliRh a good many indn~tries on a 
successful footing-industrieN which, it Reernt> to 
nte, \\rould give abnntb .. nce of enqjloytnent to 
numberH of n1en. It semns to 1ne, at all events, 
that these rewards should he offered for the dis
covery of all rninera1s, anrl I c~·t,nnot see 'vhy 
this constant prefereuce Hhonld he criven tO 
the gold mining in(lm.;try. I ::tnl as n.r~xions ::tR 
:<nyone in this Hout'e ·to see the gold-mining 
mclustry rlnuric;h, bnt it i,; jnst as well to call 
attention to this feature of the question occa
sionn1ly. Cnming now to the proposal of the 
hon. 1nen1ber for Toww:.;ville, it wonld be, of 
eourR_~, pre:·nunption on 1ny part to criticiRe it, 
but I do not think it is quite fair. The hon. 
member pror•oses to g-ive £3,000 for the clixeo· 
very of gold on the Hodgkinwn at a depth of 
540 feet; on the Palm er, at a depth of ii70 feet · 
and on the Rthericlge, at a depth of 017 feet: 
"\Vhile, [ preRnnle, the object of givin~ a reward 
for deep Hinking is to find ont \Vhether gold i.s to 
be fouwl at such depth,;, I think that at Gvmpie 
and elsewhere it has beenalready1n·ove<l; an<l what 
h><s been proved there in all probability mrty be 
said to exist in other plaees. The hon. gentleinan 
h\'s framed a series of differential depths for 
d1fferent goldfields. I do not think that is 
fair. It may be right that at Gym pie and wme 
of the ~Jlder golclfiel<ls they have gone down deeper 
th~>n 111 other )'lareo ; bqt in cases of tlmt 

kind it is ten chances to one whether sinking 
to prove whether gold can be found at thoee 
depth,; will nut be begun at the depth that is 
already attained. It n>ay be undertaken by 
rnany capitaljst.-.:, anJ will be in connection with 
the greater depth a.lrendy attnined. I think if a 
re\\ arrl is to be offered at all, in the form in which 
the bon. member has put it, all the fields should 
~)8 placed on an equal footing. Of course, 
J am not sufficiently conversant with the 
1natter to offer an oiJiuion as to 'vhat cour:-;e 
ehuulcl be taken ; and I have noticed in the 
conr;.:;e of the discus::.;ion that those who are 
conve1·sa.nt vdth it holcl diver,e opinions as to 
the best mode of inducing parties to engage in 
thi,; enterprise. I admit tlmt it would be a great 
advanta,o;e to the colony if it could be prm·e<l 
tha,t gold WttR to be found at n1t1Ch greater 
depths than have yet been tested; and judg
ing frmu the nature of thingf-3 I do not see 
why it shoul<1 not be so. J think it is a 
fair conclusion that gold cnn be found 
at very much greater depths. The suggestion 
rnade by .-.:mne hon. rnen1 hers, that the Govern
rnent should g-ive 10~. for eYery £1 Rpent, ha.~; 
smne ~erious objections. I think it would en
cournge an extravagant and prutitlei-iH rnode of 
expending pul1lic n1oney; and as to expecting 
the reJmyment of the money, I shonl<l like to 
know to what extent the refnnd,; have been 
ruade in \lictoria and elsewhere \vhere the 
,.,y,;tem is in force. I think the be.st plan wonl<l 
be :-:;mnething in the fonn the hon. u1en1ber has 
put it, although, as T have said, there is an 
el.ement of nnfairness in the different depth; 
which 'we stated. 

Mr. P.ALJ\ll~R said: Like the hon. member 
who has just spoken, I am not practically 
acquainted with gold-mining; but l feel CO!ll

pelled to take an interest in the q nestion, 
because 1£theridge-one of the oldest golcl
reefing di8trict_s in the colony-is in the 
cnnstituency I have the honour to repre
sent. \\7ith reference to the argun1ent used 
by the hon. member for South Brisbane, that 
he did not 'ee why prizes should be offered for 
Hinking to greater devths-he n1ust know, or 
perhaps be hns heard, that gold-Inining is one 
of the 1nnst precarious caJlings in the colony, and 
one in \vhich, where one rnan is succes::.;fnl, perhapt-i 
ten are unsuccessful ; RO that son1e inducement 
to carry on and extend the calling is not only very 
much needed, bnt will be thoroughly appreciate<! 
by the miners. The arg·ument has been used that 

1 none bnt capitalists will reap benefit from this. 
I fail to see that that is a good argument, bef'ause 
I am quite certain the country will reap an 
indirect benefit. \Vorking miners will be 
employed in working· the mines, and they 
eventnally will reap the reward of what tl1e 
capitalists have done. The difference in the 
depths on the Northern and Southern fields is, I 
think, fully explained by the great differenf'e 
in the price of stores, the ra.te of wages, a11d 
the charges for earl'iage. Sorne of the 
Southern field8 are alongside railwnyK; but 
in the North the facilities of <':trriage are far leRH. 
Etheridge, for instance, is over 300 miles inland, 
and the road iR over rough country. I am quite 
certain that the difference in thrJ clcpths has been 
well arranged by the hon. member. There may, 
of cour~e, be n1any points in the rnotion \vhich 
will meet with disapproval ; bnt they may be 
amended. As far as the princi]Jle is concerned, 
I au1 quite in accord vdth the hon. 1ne111ber, and 
I believe in saying that I am speaking the senti
ments of the miners I have the honour to repre
sent. 

The COLONIAL THEASURRR saicl: I 
do not intend to say much on this motion ; but it 
strikes me that there are features in it that I 
should not like to see 1mss nnnrtired, I thin!' 
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that gold-ruining deBerves special encnnrag·en1ent, 
becau~e it stands in a different category frmn 
any other industry in the colony. \Ve mu"t 
all admit that it is gold mining that has 
been the nHYtnR of ~ettling popnla,tion in the 
Amtr::t!ian colonies and placing them in snch 
a foretnost position arnong~t civilisecl countrie~ ; 
and therefore I think it is an industry that we 
ought to regard as entitled to onr rnnst favourable 
consideration. The rtuestion then i" how the en
couragernent can be rno~t favourablv and rno~t 
equitably given. I believe the hon·: gentleman 
has the development of the industry thoronghly 
at heart, and that he intends that it "hall re
assume those important dimensions it attained to 
in the past. Looking at the motion in that light, 
there are some features in it that are not altogether 
satisfactory or er1uitable. The motion proposes-

" 1. That, 1'or the purpose of encourag-ing deep mining 
on the gnhlfieltl~ of the eolony, it Rh all he l::t.wfnl for 
the Colonial 'freasnrcr to pay the sums of £5,000 and 
£3.00U, respectively. as a rewanl, npon the followilw 
couditions, namely:-- ~ 

£5.000 to the mineT or party of miners who shall be 
the first to obtain and l'eport the getting of 50 
tons of payable quartz on either tlw G.nnpie, 
C!1a.rters 'rower'i<. Ol' Ravenswo01l Uold Field~:' 

It seem' to me that the obtaining of fifty tons of 
payable quartz only b not a wfficient e1uantity 
to determine that a rich reef has been r1iscovered 
at the depth mentioned, and I will therefore 
direct the ~tttention o£ the hem. gentleman who 
introdnced the motion to the point as to 
whether that amount of quartz would be 
sufficient to indicate that a substantial or 
large reef had been hit upon. That is one 
demerit of the motion. The second is as to 
what the hem. gentleman considers to be payable 
quartz. That, I take it, is a very uncertain 
term ; without entering upon an explanation of 
what I consir1er to be payable quartz, which I 
do not think myself competent to do, I consider 
that the motion is extremely vague in that 
direction. Then, again, the third fault I find 
with it is this : that the hon. gentleman 
has based hi,; depths at 500 feet deeper 
than the deepest shaft at present sunk upon 
the fields mentioned. Assuming that to be so
n,nd I am informed that the gren,test depth 
attained at Gympie, in the 8mithfielrl reef, i,; 
820 feet-if this mine is sunk 500 feet lower, to 
1,320 feet, anri they come upon a payable reef, 
from which .'\0 tons of quartz can be obtained, 
they will be eutitlerl to the remuneration. I 
will point out the.t that reef i,; placed at a great 
udvJ.nta,ge over all cmnpetiton::;, becamm it may 
be the only reef on the field that has attained 
that depth of 820 feet, and that the other 
reef..;, in proportion as they are le;:;s deep, 
a.re lmndicapped e.s against the Smithfield 
reef, which has a considerably less amount 
of labour to undergo than the othe". Therefore 
I think that the motion will be ineqnihtble in its 
operations, anti will encourage clairn:-:; or shaft~ 
which have at present attained the maximum 
depth, as against those which are nnt so deep. I 
think, therefore, thcct while it is the duty of the 
Government to encourage gold-mining by all 
legitimate means-and I am thoroughly alive 
to the assistance the industry wwe to the 
development of Australia, particularly in re
gard to Victoria, in the years 1833 and 1854, 
when the field> of Forest Creek, Castle
maine, Bendigo, and Ballarat were rliscoverecl, 
without which Victoria would not have attained 
the position she has during the last twenty
five years, of one of the greatest dependencies 
of the British ~Empire- at the san1e time, I 
think, it should be clone upon some basis which 
will commend itself to the acceptance of the 
whole nf the gold-1nining c01nn1nnity. Thereforr\ 
I am of opinion that the h<m. gentlmuan-who is 
ailmitted to be an anthol'ity upnn n1ining, anc\ 

who introduced the motion with the interests of 
the industry at heart-would do well if he 
would take the advice of those gentlemen who 
represent gold-n1iniug constituencie:-;~ and with
<lraw this 1notion 'vith the view of reintroducing· 
it in such a shape as not to h>t\ e the defects t<> 
which I object, e:;pecia.lly that of giving such an 
advantage to those shaftR which are at present 
sunk to the maximum depth, and would have 
consequently a grea,t dedJ h>;s work to do. 

::\Ir. T. CAJ\LPBELL : I think that the object 
of the hon. 111P!nber for To\vnRville in intrn~ 
ducing the rrwtion is an excellent one ; but I 
do not think he has introduced it in the most 
practical form ; at the s>tme time I rlaresay 
that a motion upon such a subject could harc!ly 
be introduced which would not meet with 
great variance of opinion. The object of the 
hem. gentleman seems to he to sbow that gold 
C'Ml be found at a certain depth, and that, by 
showing that, it \Vould give an in1petw; to gold~ 
1nining, and induce peo1Jle to Hpend their nwney 
and energy in Hinking for that gold. There. is. nu 
doubt that the importance of the golc!-mmmg 
industry can hardly he overrated. I think 
tlutt every hon. menll>er in the House will agree 
with the hm1. gentleman in saying that. Had it 
not been for ~the great gold' di~Lcoveries in tht: 
colony, we should not he in the prosperon . ...; statu 
we are. Son1e hon. gentlernen have taken excelJ
tion to the conditions of thP award to be giveu 
to the N orthem goldfields-the Hodgkiuson, 
Pal mer, and Etheridge-and to that given to the 
Snnthern fields of Gym piP, Charters Towers, and 
Ravenswood. It is well known that carrying 
out deep sinking in the Sonthern fields is not so 
arduous as upon the 1\ orthern fields, anrl 
for the reason pointed out hv the hon. mem
ber for Burke, that the Smithern fields have 
greater facilities for carriage and obtain
ing labour. On the Palrner, every foot over 
:}00 feet costs twice as much as every foot over 
1, 000 feet at Gym pie. It does 11ot matter 
whether it is a company or an individual; but 
\vhoever undertakes deep sinking upon the 
Palmer must be ready to invest an enormou 
amount of capital. They wonld have to 
sink to 570 feet, or 300 feet beyond the 
deepest shaft there now, and would ha ,.e 
to employ powerful machinery; and the 
apparent conces~ion that is given to deep 
sinking npon the Paln1er is not unwarrantable 
considering the circmnstances of the field. \\"ith 
regard tn the }{odgkinsnn, there is no doubt 
that that field has turned ont an immense 
arrwunt of gold ; but under the present cirClnn
stances it is almost impossible for the men upon 
the field to de\·elop its resources. It has hePn 
pointed out that deep sinking is precarion,;. It 
is not the sarne as n.uy other in(lustry ; a rna.n 
rnay go into the \VOol iudu::-;try or the sugar indn~
trv, and know that he can calculate 11pon a certain 
re.turn, which•maybesmall; hutingold-miningit 
is altogether different. ......\_ ruan rnn.y go Llown and 
expend thousanrls of pounds, and nnt know 
whether he is going to get one fnrthing return. 
That is a difficulty that should not be overlookerl. 
If hon. members ·keep it in view, they will not 
rarp so much at the proposition before the Hous<J. 
Now, sir, two of those fields are in my consti· 
tuency, and I have not the slightest doubt 
th;ct if this small concession were granted to 
them it wonlrl give an impetus to the industry, 
\Vhich is languishing-, not for \vant of capital bnt 
for want of means of employing that capital. The 
enormous rate' of carriage paid on the Palmer n,nd 
Hodgkinson at thepresenttimearealmost prnhibi
tive. If carriage were light, if rations and 
machinery could be gut easily, and if labour were 
nearly as cheap a' in the Southern goldfields, no 
rlouht capital would be inveRter!. I hano had 
s vera] cmnnnmieatim1s, from the H()(lgli:insou il! 
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pmticular, r~sking that the Government would 
n1ake ~on1e ~uch concession as this. I would very 
heartily RU]Jport the resolution, but there is on'e 
difficulty I can hardly get over. The Colonial 
Trea:mrer· Kpnke with regard to the indefiuiteneM~ 
of the word "payable,'' but I think that is 
uJnwst \~'nt over by nwking the \Varden of tho 
goldfield the jndge of whether quartz is payable. 
\Vhat [ umlerstand by the wnrd "paya.ble" is this 
-·that if a party of n:en spend £1.0,'000 i11 reach
ing gold, and from tlmt depth take out £1:1,000 
worth, they are c8ltainly £;),()00 to tlw good, and 
that woulrl be payahlt· gold. 1f the gold wi.,e,] 
n;convs thern for the utoney expended in rea.ch· 
ing it, and lerlJves fl 1nargiu of profit, th~Lt I 
should consider payable gold. l think the matter 
mi~·ht very fail'ly be left to the discretion 
,>f the warden in each case. \Vhere I fi11d 
the difficulty is this: A party of miners on 
the Palmer, for instance, wonlil have to sink 
070 feet from the "nrftwe before thev we1·e 
entitled to "' penny l'eW:<rd. Sup];oHe at 
540 feet they came <HI a reef of payable gold, 
they might Htop there. Every foot they He.nk 
might c•lNt then> .£:l0 m· £'10, and they woml<l be 
unlikely to go clown the remaining dietance. I 
think the re~nlntio11 mhrht he nwdified a,nd a 
~liding- ~cale introcluce(l, \o that if u perRon got 
pay:thle g·old at 540 feet he would receive a 
certaiu reunnlPratiou, anLl if at f)~lO feet a greater 
remuneration in proportion to the dcepth sunk. 
If that objection is removed, or even if it is not 
removed, I shall certainly support the resolution. 

:\h. STEYE?\SO~ eaid: Mr. Speaker,-I am 
s{lrry to £-<.fLY f_ have not the knack of talking on 
thing:-. I know nothing ahont. ~,hough there iH 
a g(1ld-mine in 1ny district I know nothiug abont 
the subject, and T aJn going to takt> the l·mrne linP 
"' the h<m. :\Iinister for \V orb;-- believe what 
the hun. UlBJnber for TcJwnsville J:m.id and :-:npport 
the moti< •n. 

The Hox. .J. :\I. :\IACROSSA:'If: If nr• 
uthet hon. member is inclined to :-;ay anything. 
I will say a few words in reply. I must first say 
that I am very well pleased with the f:tirne"s of 
the criticiRnl rnv nwtion has received fr01n hon. 
members. Sonie of them certainly did well in 
sayin({ that they did not know much about 
mining, because some of them certainly did not 
'<how much knowledge of the subject. I am 
'''rry to say that the one who showed the least 
knowledge amongst all the criticR was a gentle
Inan ·who represents a very important golrlfieltl
the hrm. the Attorney-General. Ji:ven the hon. 
mmuber for South Brisbane, although he 
deprecated any assistance being given to the 
Inining interest above any other interest, seemed 
to know a little more about mining than the hon. 
the Attorney-General. 1 think he was wrong- in 
deprecating the assiRtance given to ruining, 
Heeing, as the ColoniaJ TreF~.rmrer pointed out, 
that gold mining has been the making of A ns
tralia. Had it not been for the discovery ::md 
wurking of goldMn1ine,;.;, the w}wlH country 
would still be a vast cattle and sheep 
camp. The industry that has caused such a vast 
alteration in the face of the country deserve,; 
HJOl·e cmudderation than any other industry. 
The A ttomev-ne11eral seems to think that 
miners lmnw ~vhere to finrl payable gold. \V ell, 
I wish they did. He seems to think th:tt there 
are miners on Charter:-; Towers who have nothing 
to do but sink and find pttyable gold. I know 
t!Jat wme members besides myself have been 
trying that game for the last seven or eight 
years ami have not succeeded yet. That is one 
of the problems practical miners and geologi.ts 
have not yet solved~ ~where to fiml gold. 
The objectiu11 raiHed l1y the Colnnial Tre::IHUrer 
:1 LHmt thH 1 >aynh1enrRs of gold haH been very 
tn.id~' :tll~Wf>l't)d. hy thf~ hon. lllem ber fnr Cook 

(:'lf1·. Cmn]Jbell), who, though not a miner, seem~ 
to under~tand nlini11g n-; HlUt.:b aN if he \Vere one. 
1 :•m ppo~e t1tat corne.s front a long residence on 
goldfielcls. \Vith regal'Cl to the depths, l tried tu 
apportion them on the <1ifferent fields in accor
dance with a retnl'll I got on the subject. 1 
thought at first of putting Pl<Ch field bv it-elf 
and letting the claims on one fielcl compete with 
one another for the bonus. Then we should 
escapt' the jealousy between one fie le! <me! another 
with regard to depths, a,nd 1 think after all it 
would be the hest plim. l thought, :tlso, of 
ptttting varticular depths on!~- for Ch:trterH 
Towers and G-ynqJie, seeing thnt they are in the 
high road of prosperity, ami that companies 
there are not RO ba.ckwanl in 14inking a~ they have 
more faith in thechamcteroftheirreefs. The other 
fie• lcls of the colony-those I have mentioned as well 
:ts those llmve not lll<'ntioned-wonld then all be 
on the smne footing. The way in which I drew the 
resolution was the plan I decided upon last. lt 
nmy llOt be the beHt form, but f think every hon, 
meiuher nnderHta11ds thOl'oughly that my motiYe 
in placing it on the ]H1per wal:l to pro\·e that 
pay:tble gold exists at a certain depth. That is 
the difticulty with rnany rninerH, e:-~pecially iu 
the ;'\ orthem fields ; they are uncertain. It is 
nothi11u· to say that because payable gold has 
been fou11d at 800 feet or 1,000 feet at Gym pie it 
will also he found at the l'almer at the same 
de] •th, or on the Etheridgc ; becanse in some fields 
the reefs run out, and in others where the 
quartz reefs do not run ont the gold runs out. 
l<:ach field has its own peculiarity. Probably, 
therefore, "" I first intended, the be,,t plan would 
be to let each field have a bonus pm1wrtioned to it, 
cmd let the claims in that field compete with 
each other. I should very gladly have heard tlw 
opinion of the Premier on the Hnhject. I ha Ye 
waited anxiously to !war what he wonld say 
after what his three colleac:ues have said. I 
thought the House was entitled to he:<r hi' 
opinion on the subject ; but as he bts not sppken 
I t;cke it fm· granted that be is in accord with the 
spirit of the motion, It has been suggested by 
the hon. member for Kennedy tlmt I should with
draw the motion :tnd refer it to a conference uf 
mining rr1en1bers; but seeing that there are RO few 
1niningtnen1bers in the House, and that the n1ining 
mernbers \Vho have ~pnken do not agree with 
each other, I think it would scarcely bB advisable 
to withdraw it with that object in view. It is 
rp1ite possihle I shall withdraw it for another 
object. But before coming to that, I wish 
to point ont distinctly, that I may say l 
thoroughly understand the system as practised 
in Victoria. Sorne hon. rnen1berH Reerr1ed 
to think that [ h1cd never heard of it, 
and knew nothing about it, and that it would 
be the best system for the encouragement of dee]J 
mining in Queensland. I must repeat that our 
fiscal system is entirely opposed to that of Vic
tmia, :;nd that the mining practice there is the 
ontcmne of the system of protection that isadopte<l 
to conciliate the miners and prevent them oppo
sing the system of protection as appliecl to the 
other industries of the colnnv. \Vheu the 
miners began to find out that 'everything they 
drank, everything- they wore, and everything 
they ate--that their tor,ls, and powder even, were 
all highly taxed for the benefit of the other 
industries-they asked them se! ves what good 
protection had done them. And to hrim; 
them round the miners were treated the same :<s 
the other indu~trie.s. .A. :-:ysten1 of subsidisi11g 
ilnpecuniou"' cmnpanies was adovted. If we are 
prepared to go in for protection wholesale, 
we m:tv arlo]'t the Victorian system ; but unless 
\Ve ~tre \Ve Citnnot adopt it. \V e c11.nnot subsidisA 
tl1f~ miner;-; in that wa,y Vv f'inking :::hafts for 
thmn nnle:-'~ we ~ubsiJise other indu~tri~~. 'rhe 
s:, sten< I have advocated ;, the system :Ltlopted 
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i11 a.ll freetracle conntrie,q-na,tnely, the giving i 
nf bonuBe~ or 1'8\Val'( I H. rrhe lwn. lll8Ill bm· for 
Gym pie said tlmt the sy,;tem had h, en tried '"t 
c\clelong in New South \Vale:, >tntl hac! been a 
frtilure. 1 know it wa:-; a. failnre, bnt thrtt W<-1A-i 

not the Lmlt of the ,;y,tem 1 mt of the people 
who ha.d the working of jt, Tht>re it-4 a tradition 
among the 1ninP-rK that the quartz th:-tt wa~ 
produced h:ttlnot been obt>tined from the mines 
at the specified depth, hut from other claims. 
That is a thing umlonhtedly very h>ml to 
guard u,-ainst; but [ should suppose that if 
t.hi~; Hy:-:;tmn \\'ere n.dopted here the (i-o\'tn·n~ 
tnent would t::1ke very good ca.re to :-:;ee thc1..t 
nothing of the kind wa,H practi~ed. Of conr~e -, 
lnww that it is quite possible to he done, and 
that is why it wa.s a failure in ::\'ew South \Vale;;. 
As to the mnount of <JUartz that .should be pro
due"d, J am rp1ite aware that I have mentioned 
a ~nutll atnnnnt iu n1:r re~olution, but T arn 
prepared to make it 200 tons, 300 ton~, or ,-;oo 
ton,;, if the Hmme consider it necessn,ry. It is not 
altog-ether the amount of quartz; it is' the quality 
of the quartz which is to he the test. JYiy motion 
says it must be pay><ble quartz. 'J'hat is"' term 
which is well understood by miners, by every 
nlining regi::;trar, and con11nissioner, and I pre
Htnne, aH the rP:~nl11tion is one regarding 111inert>, 
it would be interpreted as miners interpret it. 
As the Govemment h:we not opposed this 
utotion, but seen1 to be in th.orongh accord 
with the spirit of it, and '" they have alrmLdy 
placed £:1,000 on the Estinmte,s for prospecting 
for gold, I mn (tuite willing- to trust the ruatter 
in their hands. The ~rctnt ou the E:--tiuw,te~ iR 
for ~nrface prospecting only, hnt I qnite agree 
with the Minister for \Vorks that th:tt pl:tn has 
hitherto been unsuccessful. I know of a gnoll 
1ua.ny parties which have gone out on the syt-:tern 
hy which the Government grant paid for their 
horses, tools, and tirearinH. But no good_ rer,.nlt 
ever carne frmn tbmn except in two caHeH 
-where they went out ostenHibly to look for 
gold anrl found tin. Of coul'8e I had a strong 
rnoral certa,inty tbat they were going to look 
for tin. ..A .. s I have Haid, the (}overntnent have 
shown a di~]Josition to assi.st the rnining inte
rest, and as this £5,000 can only be pxpended on 
the sy,tem of £1 for £1, I am quite willing to 
trust the ma,tter in their hands if I can get any 
assurance that they will expend a sum of 
£8,000 or £10,000 in trying a system like this
moditiod if they choose. T do not want it ex
actly like that which I have put here ; but 
let it he put in such a shape as to induce 
c"pitalists to go in for it. Only capitalists can 
do it: ordinary ,,~orking n1en ca,nnot Hink a shaft 
like that which is needed. Let the Government 
rnake regulations and offer bonu.ses to any con1-
pany in the different fieldnvhichhasobtained gold 
at certain depths-which the Government them
selvP," may specify. If they do that I would be 
quite sati·;fied and with elm w the motion, a;: my ob
jectwonlcl be attained. JY[y object lms been simply 
to encourage the 1nining industry, because I ca.n 
see the period of deprt:'">Hion corning up. 'Ve are 
very prosperous just now in two of our goldfields 
-Gympie and Charters Towers--but the pros
perity there has been cc> used Ly those corn panies 
which hon, gentlemen seemed to he afraid 
of. The prosperity has not been caused by 
smali compltnies or individual miners. The 
cmnpanies at Charters Tower . ...; have been 
employing mintW''l at day-wagr-s : aud that iH the 
<.tnly foru1 of 1nining tha,t can lJay J1(nvadays. 
The olcl ;;ystem of mining that obtained when I 
\Vas a n1iner, and when other rnemherR of this 
Hom;e were tuiners, iK wipeci nut. That ~ystern 
was only fossicking- and gully-raking-it was not 
mining. l should like to hear something from 
the Premier, ar.rd I would then withdraw the 
motion. 

The rRE:\fiER: l\lr- Hpn»ke.r, -- 1 have 
li ,tened with g-reat intere:;t to the debate, and w[th 
a,s much attention as 1 have been >tble. 1\ ot 
only this ~ve:tr, hut in previous year~, I have 
bePn a,nxion~ tn see :-;ome way l>v '''hich we 
could prclJctic~1lly ar:;~i~t -what_rna.y'be e'alletl '' pn).+ 
pecting (l(nvnward~"; bnt I confes~, whenever 1 
have apJmmcherl the suhjeet, l have been met 
with very gr<'at difficulties, and I lmve ne:er 

I lwen able to cmue to a sati~factory conclnRwn 
in 1ny own 1nincl as to what b bc:-;t to do. 
1 hav8 hea.rd Hn~gestionH of vn.riouK kind~. One 
of the be:'t was tli>tt made by \Varden Hodgkin
Hon, an old tniner of grea,t exverience. 1-li:.; pro~ 
po:-;a,l vva:.; to pa~v the fir::-;t man who t£ets to a given 
depth ; give :t bnnuH, not Hnfficieut to pn.y the 
co:-;t of :-;inking, bnt sufficient to give sub_~tantial 
encuurageniBnt to a n1n .. n to ri:-;k failure. l believe. 
hi:; proposal, nlitcle to the heotll of the department, 
wa:; to offer a bonus of £1,000 to the fil'st miner, 
or party of miners, who sank 500 feet on the 
Pahnm·: That semns to 1ne the rno':lt s;:tti:-;factory 
WlW. Of eour,;e I speak subjeet to correction; 
I l!ave not been able to arrive at any definite 
cnuclusion on the matter, although the 
debate this evening will greatly help me in that 
direetion. There is, of course, the chauce that 
a man may sink f>OO feet and find nothing·, 
which wuuld certainly not tend to enconra,ge rnin
ing ou the particular field. Our object :;hould, of 
course, be to indure as rnany veople a::; pnssiblo to 
sink to a considerable depth; but every scheme 
that luts yet been ::mgge.sted has smne di~·.nd Yan
tag,,-.;, The hou. HH~n1ber for l{enned:v (J\1 r. 
TJiKsnet·) n1entione<l a ca.:-;e where it is as certain 
aK a.nything in tnining ca .. n po~sihly be, that gold_ 
will be struck at a depth of 1,000 or 1,100 fept, 
Persons >ere preparecl to sink that shaft, knowing 
that they will not touch gold until they reach 
that depth; in such a case it would not he en
cnura.ging ntining to give thetn a bonus of £:3,000. 
The Government will take the nutter ll1<JRt 
anxinu.-.:ly into eC'll'•irlera.tion. I think part of 
the £5,000 vote might very fairly be devoted 
to the encnnragernent of pl'OKpecting- <!own
ward ; and I would recommend the of!er of 
anv reasonabl0 reward, even without fir,st 
o!Jtaining the sanction of Parliament ; because I 
am sure they would cheerfully vote the ammm(, 
when it was brought before them. I can givP. no 
further assurance than that. '\Ye shall end0avom· 
tn formulate the best possible scheme, and if the 
1nining n1emben; will a~sist the Governawnt. 
with their suggestions, the GoYernment vdll he 
only too glad to give effect to them, and to for
mulate the scherl'e in such a manner as will lead 
to success in the undertaking. 

The Hox. J. M. :\IACROSSAN: I mn very 
glad to hear what the hon. gentleman has just 
said. The only objection to Mr. Horlgkinson's 
scheme is, as remarked by the Premier, that 
Horne rnen ntight get nothing; which would be a 
serimu; di~c(mragerneut to tbe field. 1 know a 
field where men, who were anxious to :;ell their 
c1airns, 'vere afraid to sink in ca~e they should 
strike a "dnffer." As to the objection of the 
n1ernber for Gym pie about '"greasing the fat 
pig," I should ha,ve no objection to "grea.sing 
the fat pig" if it woulrl produce many other 
" fat pigs." I beg to withdraw the rnotion. 

~[ution withdrawn :tcc{n·dingly. 

l'HARl\L\CY BILL. 

The SP J<:AKER announced that he bad re
ceived a 111e~:-;age frotn the Legi~lati ve Council tu 
the effect that the Gonncil did not insist on their 
disa.greeruent t(J the ameudrueut made hy the 
Legi~lative A,;sem bly in olaube '> uf the 
Pharmacy Bill. 
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THE NKW IUELAKJJ BOYR. 
::\[r. STE\TEKS, in n1odng~ 
'!'hat. the How.;c will, on FrirtaY, the 12th instant. re

~nlye it"1df into a Comlllittee of 'the lVhole to comlidPr 
r,f an ~ulfirp,..:;~ tn the r;on~rnor, praying tlutt. His .Excellen<'y 
·n-Illlw l 1 ~C<1sed t~ l';n_lse to be placed upon the Snpplemen
tar~- E8.tmmtes for l>::l8 t-5 th~ sum of £325. to reimhnri'3e 
\Vllliam Hoss .. John Bird. ,Jf',•l">ic Bird, and D. Loni~. fm· 
the los~ f'U:"tained l:Jy them in r0nsequcnf'e of the <~ov
~rnment returnin;.:-to :\e1.v Ireland, before the expiration 
nt thp,ir tcl'm o~ ~PrvicP, certaill i:-1-lancler:; nn(ler engage
ment to the :-;cud pl'r:5ons--

:;.aicl : In nwving the nwtion standing in 
tny lHMlH'., I know l an1 labouring- under 
a, v~:::ry great di~:md vantage, for the rea~-:.on 
that at the present time anything cmi
necte<l with bhck labour is received with dio· 
f:nonr. However, I trust tlmt when hon. mem
bers have heard the particulars of the case they 
will divest themselves of all sentiment in connec
tiun with it, and treat it on its merits. The 
history of the affair is this : One of the men 
named in the motion became the employer of 
nine New Ireland natives. They were brought 
here in a labour ve,sel, shippe<l under the super
Yit5ion of a labour agent, received in Brit5bane by 
the lnnnigration 1\..gent, and . by hin1 rnts~ed on 
to one of those n1en. Hasrnp; ~more of thmn 
tlmn he needed, he transferred some of them 
to the other persons mentioned. The men duly 
took charge of the islamlers and put them on 
hoard a cutter. The cutter arrived in due 
course at the Coomera Hiver, all(] landed the 
islanders on the bank. o,ving to the cutter 
arriYing- rnuch Rooner than flhe was expected, the 
elnployerR of the natives were not on the spot to 
receive them. The men 8eemed perfectly qnict, 
were good-ternpered. in go:Jd spirit~, and enjoying 
themc;elve''· It" aH thonght Ly the captain that 
no harm would happen if the men were left on 
the bank till their employers turned up, and, 
wi,hing- to take advantage of the tide, he left 
them there with no person in charge of them. 
Xot fat· from where the i"hmders were camped 
th!~l'e i::-; a farrn, and one nf the per~ons on the 
farm fired a shot in order to kill a fow I. As 
Hoon as the it-1landers heard the report of a gun, 
no doubt fro1n smne nnplea,..;.ant associations 
conneeted with the souml, they bec:cme very much 
alar1ned, ru~hed into the river, and nnthing nJore 
was seen of them for sm era! clays. The first 
plaee thev turned up at was on the shores of 
l\Joreton Bay, where they were robbing the cane
field., to get something to eat. 'They were dis
turbed there, tmd crossed the Bay to l\foreton 
Tdand. There, for want of food, they were 
nearly starved, and killed a horse, and ate a 
portiou of it. The remains of the horse were 
found, and their tracks were followed up. They 
then left Jl.foreton Island for another isbnd 
in thA Bay. These unfortunate men, terrified 
uut of their lives, went from island to island in a 
half-starving condition, hunted by everyone 
they came near. The fanners were afraid of 
them, and in some inst:wces fired at them, 
bearing they were going to rob their cottage~. 
'The police followed them, and after some 
week;.; they were cornered sornevYhere near 
Cleveland, and taken pri-,oners. They were then 
put on, I think, Peel Island, and kept there 
for a short time. The employers mtme to 
Brisbane, and oue or more of them went in the 
finvernn1ent stean1er to interview these n1en to 
see if they would return to their employment. 
The innnigratinn officer atten1ptecl to talk to 
them, and after three-quarters of an hour he told 
the emplo.vers that the men <leclined to g·o back 
to their work, that they did not understand 
their agreernent~, that there wa,:-:; no agree
llleut at all, nml thev did not know 
wh"t they had been 'brought there for. 
C.m:•e'Juentlv the C overnn,cnt cnr..bidered that 
!.he pro]'Gr thin;; to du wuuld be tu return thtcoe 

men to their island. It was said thnt they did not 
understawl English, and that there was no one 
to interpret.. \Veil, if that was the cnse, it was 
ju"it a.s pot<,c;;ilJle to get a n yel-l'' frmn then1 a~ a 
''no.'' lf the\' could not understand the nature of 
the agreemer;t, it would be unpossible to make 
them underBtand whether they 8hould go back to 
work or not. lf.owe\'er, the Governrnent returned 
them to their i'land, and the employers thinking 
that it was mt.]Ier unfair treatment, npplied to 
the Governillent for cmnpensntion; but it was 
refused, and hence the action they have taken. 
The c:<se of D. Louis is smnewhat similar. He 
had four men indented in the wmal way; but 
when thev heard of the desertion of the other 
men they deserted also, but were cleverly 
c''l •tmed by two constables at ':\f erang, and were 
abo returnect home to their islnnd without com. 
pensation. Tf those are the facts of the case
and I believe they are-1 consider that the 
Goverrnnent, through the action of the agent 
on board the schooner and the immigra
tion agent, are liable to the employers 
for the actual uwncy lost. I hope that hon. 
me m bcrs will look at this cttse from a fair 
point of view; not take into consider·ation the 
question of black bbonr at all, Lut look at it as a 
case of justice between man and man; ttnd if 
they lmve any doubt in their minds, will give the 
unfortunate farmers the benefit of the doubt. 
It is not absolute ruin to these men, but, being 
struggling fanners, the lo~R of £325 is a very 
sedouN oue, nncl nray throw the1n back in their 
Ol)Brations for two or three years. 

The PRK:\IIER said: Mr. Speaker.-This 
nwtion assu1nes that the per~ons Inentioned in 
the motion hat'e sustained a loss in consequence 
of the U-overnnwnt returning to X ew Ireland, be
fore the expira,tion of their tern1 of service, certain 
i~htnders under engagPn1ent to the said pert:Jons. 
Kow, I shall state to the House the circum· 
stances of the ca,e, only some of which the hon. 
member has stated. To begin with, I distinctly 
atfirm that those men were in no sense under 
engag-en1ent to the persons n1entioned any n1ore 
than I am at the present moment under engage
ment to the Emperor of Russia. There was 
no engagernent, and nothing in the nature 
of a.n engagement. 'The f>tcts are, that 
in September of bst year a vessel called the 
".T ei<~ie Kellv" cmne in from~ ew Ireland with a 
number of J'\ew Irelanders on board. They were 
distributed aruong various places; sorne at 
Mourilyan Harbour and some in the Logan dis
trict. It bec;une known before long that several 
of these men had escaped from a cutter which 
was conveying them to the Logan, and, as the 
hon. member says, they are supposed to have 
esC'aped in consequence of having heard a. gun 
shot. Whether that reminded them of the 
circumstances under which thev were recruited I 
do not know. " 

:Yir. ARCHER : All savages are afraid of guns 
when they hear them for the first time. 

The PREMIER : These men were, at any 
rate. \Yell, e\~ery hon. member has heard of 
what occurred when they escaped, and how 
they roamed about. At last they were found. 
They had killed cattle and horse;,, so that they 
did not starve, but they were subsequently 
brought to town. They were put for several 
weeks in the olrl gaol, and their employers cnme 
to see me. I think it must be twelve months 
ago. They represented that it was very hard 
U]Jon them. They had paid the importers a large 
snn1 of rnoney for passages for the islanders ; a.nd 
the men were engaged to them. I asked the 
so-called employer,, "Did the men understand 
their agreement with you?" and they could not say 
that thev did. I said, "You wn them and 
talk to them, and if they undtrctand that there 
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i~ an agreen1ent, I have not the s1ighte~t objection 
to their going with you." If they did not unOer
~tand I could not give int-itruction:-~ to hand thn:-:;e 
men oYer to their power. \Vel!, the employero< 
let the matter ;,tand for some time, in order that 
the rnen rnight pick up KUtficient Engli:-;h to be 
able to nxpre:-;s an opinion a:-~ to whether 
they would go ha<~k to service. Thi;-; went on for 
~on1e weeks, and the rnen were taken down tn 
Peel I slant I, "''that they might have the ad nm
tage of the salt air and water. The farmers went 
~>ver to _see them, but they conld not make any 
rmpre,.swn upon them. The men had not the 
slightest idea of the nature of the ag-reement. I 
therefore direoted an officer of the 'lmmigration 
Department to go down with the brmers and 
see if the men really could understand anything. 
\VeiL sir, I have a report which I received 
in Vebruary last. The officer of the Immi
gration Department, when he went down, \Vas 
warned by :VIr. Hamilton that if the men 
saw him they woulci eocape to the scrub. 
HoweYer, after J\fr. Hamilton lmd explained 
that this officer belonged to the Government and 
would protect them, they seemed contented, 
and he was able to communicate with one of the 
men who appeared to be a chief. He ascertained 
through this chief that the boys did not want to 
f:" back to work; they "'anted to go back to their 
r.,]and ; and the chief said, " \V e no wmk ; we 
die firot." 

The Hox. J. J\I. J\IACROSSAK: CleYer 
fellow that! 

::VIr. STEVEKSOK: He knew what he was 
about. 

The PHEJ\[IJ,;R : I am glad to hear the hon. 
member say that, for it shows the light in which 
he regards thh~ question ; and I infer frmu \vhat 
the hon. member "aid that if he had been in 
my place he would have made the boy' go 
back to their work. Then the officer of the 
Immigration Department assured them that 
he would take care of th<'m, and iuduced them to 
come up to town in the Kate. They were brought 
before the so-called employers, and some of them 
were identifietl; and the officer of the department 
a.sking thmn if they would go back to work, 
~onld on]y elicit the reply, "K o, n1ego along you.~' 
That was the only information l could g-et on 
t_he subject. .\fter they had been in the colony 
five months. of course they knew a little 
1nore English than when they ca1ne, and it 'vas 
possible to connnnnicate with them. Under 
these circumstances, I directed the return of the 
men to New Ireland on the first oppnrtnuity ; 
and any honest man who knows what is rigllt 
would srty that that was the proper thing to 
do. The strongest point in favour of the hou. 
member's case is, no doubt, this: I have in my 
hanrl a document which purports to be a transfer 
of four of these men from l\Ir. Gilbert Bm·nett 
to ::VIr. Louis, one of the settlers mentioned here. 
It is a document in the form of a transfer under 
the Pacific Island Labourers Act ; and it has 
four crosses, aR if theRe rnen had Rigned it. 1-,hen 
there is a statement signed by the Inspector of 
P>teific Islanders to the effect that. the different 
transfers were signed by all the parties thereto. 
The islanders, he said, "Knew no English. The 
said transfer is approYed by me o,;_ behalf of 
the Government. I had no interpreter." This 
t,wte iH ,;nnrkecl, "I-tegistered lJy the Tmn1igration 
A .. g-ent. Now, that docunwnt bears on the 
face of it a statement that the men did not 
know they we1·e being transferred to J\fr. 
Louis. TheY harl no idea that thev were eno-a.red 
to hin1. No engagen1ent of tliR.t kind, ~u~de 
hy getting thoHe r'i1en to pnt HHtrkH to it, 
cnnld be called an a,green1ent. Huch an en(rao·e
ment might he characterised in the very har~h~fit 
lau;;uage. That io how the cact: pre~ents itctlf , 

to the Government. These men cau1e from 
New Ireland without the smallest uotion of 
the engageruent they are said to have entered 
into. On the face of the docnmeut I have in 
my hand, they did not nmlerstan<l their enga,ge
rnent, although thP Polyne.sinn .t-\ct was in force 1 

and it waK the dutv of tlte Uovennnent officers 
to see that they did nnder,;tanrl the nature of 
their eng-agetnentH hefore they were allowed 
to go to their employers. \Vhat, then, was 
to be rlnne under tho~e circntnKtanc~t:;? "\Vhen 
the fact,; came to my know ledg·e, that these 
nnfortnna.te rnen were wandering about 
}_loreton Bay, having escaped frmn bondage, 
and that they di<l not nnderstanrl anything 
about the nn,ture of their engagen1ents, there was 
nothing left f,>r me to do than to direct that 
thev should be taken back to their homes. 
t-:-n~Jer the~e cirm1utstance~, are the Governrnent 
bm.n1d to pay the passage rnoney of the~e rnen 
from the South Seas? I presume that is what is 
uwant. Tht.' rnone~.,. cannot be paid on any other 
ground. \V e surely cannot ),e expected to pay 
for any loR8 through a 1_n~,~ach of agreen1ent because 
these men wor.lcl not work for their employers. 
I presu!lle, thereforP, that what is meant is the 
amount of paRs,age n1oney. The hon. mernber 
did not give the particulars of the anwunt; and 
the paperf\ l have before me do not explain them. 
.I have a letter from l\Ir. Louis, which the hon. 
rncmber for Log:.tn sent n1e, in 'vhich he st<-ttes 
his c><se very fairly indeed; but I do not see 
where he specifies the amount. The l\lessrs. 
Bird, however, fix the amount at £22i'i. At 
all events, I camP to the conclusion that if 
anything is to be paid it will be the pa"a"e 
n1oney. On whnru, therefore, ought that losl-! to 
fall? It ought to fall on the shipowners who 
brong'bt rneu here under tho~e circurn . ..:;tances. 
They got the rnoney fron1 the persons who were 
going to employ the men, although the men did 
not nnder;.;tand the nature of their engagementt-:. 
1-\re the Governn1ent to pay the pa~sage nwney 
of men brought to the colony who do not 
undert5tand the na.ture of their enga,~ernentH '! If 
so, then there will be a very large liability for the 
(_i.-overninent to undettake, I arn Rorry to Hay. 
The,;e are not the only men who have been 
brought here without krHn:ring the nature of 
their agreen1ent~ ; nor are they the only uwn 
whom the Government have sent away. If the 
( i-overnrnent, I say, are to nw lertakf· to I JaY the 
patisage n1oney in all such ca:-;eH, then it will be a 
very hrge liability indeed, and Oil<' that I do not 
think the Government should accept. It ought tn 
be paid by the people who brought the men 
here. \Vhen men are brought here without 
knowing the nature of their engagentent.H, it is 
nothing but slaYery, and I do not think, there
fore, it io for the Government to pay compensa
tion for that. I am not prepared to recognise 
any such claim. I do not think anything has 
been done to cre:-tte a ve,~-;ted right in wrong
doing. rrbe personS "·110 \!;Ot the rnoney in this 
irnproper rnanner are those "rho ought to refund 
it. I am, therefore, unable toe support the 
motion of the hon. member. At the same 
time, I to wme extent sympathi,e with 
the unfortunate clai1nants, who, 'vhile not 
altogether free from blame, are, at all events, 
much freer than those who got the men to 
come here. 

Mr. STJ<;VEKSON said: I think, from what 
haR fallen from the Premier, that those men did 
underst"'nd the nature of their agreements, 
although the hon. gent]ernan tried to nu:tke out 
that they did not. They seemed to understand 
\'ery well when this man went to them from the 
Iunnigration Office; they Keented to have known 
English then firBt-mtc. I slronld like to know 
whether it is not a fact that there i• c< (~m·ern
ment a;;ent on bo.u·d all the .. e boats, aud vchether 
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these men did not unclerst:tnd the nature of their 
ag_reements before they came to this colony. 
D1clnot tlwse men come to the colony under the 
anction of the { i-qvernrnent and t11e Govern
ment "'gent? The captain of the vessel has not 
to ,<.:ee whPther they underi:itand the agremnents. 
The Governntent 3.g-ent i~ the man to do that ; 
a,nrl therefore the (ioYerninent sanctioned the 
tnen cmning here, a.nd t5anctjoned the a(rree1nents 
being m"'de. [f the men did not unde;stanc! the 
agreements in the fir,;t in><tance, why did they 
come down to the plantations'? T ~nppose they 
were nut <lrag-c;ed down there. I believe the 
imrnigration of6cen; sanctioned the \'l.r}wle 
thing; they witne.-:13ed the nutrks these 1nen 
put to these agreements. The farmen;, there
fore, were not to blmne in eng-agiltg the.se 1nen. 
If the men did not understand their >tg-reements, 
and it wa,; p>ttent to the officials in the office that 
they did not understrm<l them, the boys ought to 
have been returne<l to the ship at once, n.nd the 
Cf\ptain made to take them back there and then, 
mid prevent the farmers from payin~· the pas
sag-e money. The Premier has no right to tell 
ns that the whole thing is a frtrce about the men 
understanding their agremnents, and that there 
was no agreen1ent at all. So far as the fanners 
were concern eel there was an agn"\ernent, and that 
agreen1ent \\·as 'vith the Government. The 
transactions were sanctioned by the officers in 
the Immigration Office, ancl, therefore, the Gov
ermnent were responsible to those farmers. I 
h:we no doubt that if those boys had not 1 Jeen 
interfered with by the Iunnig-ration .\gent they 
would ha,·e returned to their work without any 
trouble, if a little care had been taken of 
them. Those hoys understood their agreement 
thoroughly ; and I cannot understand how the 
Premier can make out that the owners of 
the ship a.re the men that the farmers have 
to look to for redress. The Government 
<Jfficials ought to be responsible; and if these men 
have sufferer[ any loss the Gcwernment ought to 
reimburse them, as they prevented the i,;landers 
g-oing to their work. It is clearly shown by the 
Premier himself tlmt the hoys were not so ig-nor
ant as he m"'kes them out to be. They· evidently 
understoo<l English when it snited them to do 
so; but something happened which made them 
run away, and they \vere HUpported in their 
action by the Government, and preferred to go 
back to their islands. I cannot see how the 
farmers c:w have any reclress unless they get it 
frorn the ( -iovernrnent, who tnust be responsible 
for the action of their agents. 

Mr. BLACK: I do not think the hon. 
Pren1ier, in con11nenting upon the rnotion, has 
acted in the straightforward way that a g-entle
man of his leg"'! tmining ought to do. There is 
no doubt tlmt thi., is a question upon which 
there rnay he ~erions differences of opinion 
throughout the country. \Vbat we have to con
Hider now i::-; thCLt so long as the PolyneRian 
Labourers Act remains upon the Statute-book it 
will be the duty of the Government to see that it 
is properly enforced, and that all the regulations 
connected with it are pruperly ·carried out. It 
is necessary to point out the conditions upon 
which this lal1our is generally obtained, and 
what precautions the Government very properly 
take to prevent that lalJOur being- improper!,· 
obtained, and alw wlmt security the employer 
is supposed to have. Before any ship is allowed to 
go do\Vll to the island~ every shipowner is olJliged 
tom1terinto a bond of £il00 tha.t he will not in any 
way ~onnive rtt kiclnapping-that he will do his 
be""t to conforn1 to the regulations of the _t-\_ct ; 
nncl the <iovermuent hold that bond r1s security. 
In nrcler further to protect the employer, and also 
in the intErest of the natiYes, a Government a,:·;ent 
ie sent down by the Goven11nent. He is yi!·tnally 
the servant of the Government-their eaorloye 

-anct the Govennnent~ to a, certain e-x tent, are 
responsible for his nctiono in thttt service. 'fhe 
shi]' returns, and before the employer can obt",in 
a,ny labour, the hn111igration agent has to s~~tiKfy 
himoelf thnt the men h,t\·e been prnpedyol>tmnod; 
a.nd I thi11k I nn1 lJerfectly right in .s~ying that 
no labourer is allowed to!"'" e the ship nntil a 
certificate to that effect ha.s been obtaine<l. The 
cotu~ef]nence is~ that any mnvloyer having labour 
npon the ship is snpposed t<> he t;uaranteed that 
the labour he g-ets has been properly obtained, 
and that the G~vernment h"ve, from the begin
ning to the end of that voyage, exercised all due 
ca,re a,ud :-;npervisiun to Hee t}w,t no nwJpractice 
hns occuned. The case the hon. member for 
Log-an referred to is thi> : that the employer·,, 
acting upon the full belief that the (+overnment 
had adopted the proper precantionB, and h"'d 
g-wtranteed them that that labour was properly 
obtained, came forward and took charge of these 
boys. I maintain that the Government are 
rP.sponsible for the acts of their agent.,. The hon. 
Premier said, "\Yho is to pay this?" The hon. 
gentleman admitted the injustice, and I think 
that every hon. member in the House will 
admit that no employer would willingly con
nive at any of these malpractices. He pays 
a capibtion fee of 30s. per head on every 
la homer he employs, which is of itself a guaran
tee that the Go,·ernrrent will see that the bbour is 
properly obtained. I maintain that the Govern
ment are responsible for taking this labour a. way. 
It is not a question of who should pay the money. 
The Government undoubtedly should see that 
these el!l]lloyPrs are refunded, and their remedy 
is to enfo1·ce the bond. J will point out what that 
bond iK, becnw-;e that is a fltlestinn of very cnn
•iclerable interest to a large section of the 
country ; and I maintain that if employers are 
not to haYe son1e protection froin the {i-overnw 
ment, then the Government have no right to 
demand the capitation fee of 30s. per head, 
whic!J is paid to ensure that the bbour will 
he properly recruited under the superinten
dence of t~he Governn1ent officer. Now, Mir, 
this i" the boncl that the shipmaster enterR 
iutn, nnd it is undoubtedly intended not only 
to prevent kidnapping, Lut also as a guaran
tee to the employer of labour. No employer 
would dream of getting hbour if he were made 
personally responsible for the neglect of the ship
tnaster or Govennnent agent:-

" 1Y1tereas by the Pacific Jslanfl l.J<-thourcrx .\rt o{ 
lF!SO, it is amongst other thi.ng-R enar~tcd that all ma~ters 
of vessels proceeding to the I>aci.fie Islands in order to 
ohtaiu htbourer.s thercfrom :;hnll enter into a bond with 
two sntlici.t'nt sureties for the prevention of kid
napping;, and for the due obserYance of the require
ments of the said recited_ Act. ..:\'mv the condition of 
this, obligation is such that if the a boTe bonnden , 
master of the sl1ip , about to proceed to the 
Pacitie Islands to procure islanders,, frtithfnlly observes 
the requirements of the said recited Act, and the <'Ollw 
ditious of tl!e license to be granted to the snid ship 
under his applic:ttion ~wcowl)anying- these present~, 
and satisfies the novcrmnent of Quecn~bml throng-hits 
officer duly avvointetl. for the purpose that no lddnap
ping was a.llowcd, countenanced .. or connived at. thf>n 
this obli,!..!;ation to be void, otherwise to remain in fnll 
force and virtue .. " 

The Government are by this bond protected 
against claims of this sort, otherwise what is the 
11se of the bond? It is the clnty of the Govern
ment to <enforce the bond and protect the innocent 
employer. If the employer had contr:wenecl the 
regulations in any way, he should be made to suffer; 
but he is not in any '"'Y guilty. He eng3;ged ~he 
labour upon the certificate of the Immrgratwn 
Ag<mt that it had been properly recruited, and the 
Innnigration _Agent wa/3 fortified in giving that 
certificate by the certificate of the agent of 
the Government. The Act prm·irles that, 
where labour is impr:>perly obtained, the 
Go·; ernment shall at once enforce the bond, in 
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order to protect the employer, who is a perfectly 
innocent party in the tram;action. That would 
he fm equitable reading of the Act, and I 
think 1 am right in saying it is the legal in· 
terpretation of it. I do not think it iR juHtifialJle 
for the Premier, hecal"e of his known ant.ipathy 
to thi,; de:;cription of labour, to interpret the 
Aut so a:-; to inflict <-1. very Heriou.s injustice upon 
innocent partie:-:-. 

The l\ILNTSTEH "B'01~ WORK8: He has an 
antipathy to sla,·ery. 

i\Ir. BLACK: He is quite right to have an 
antipathy to slavery. I have an antipathy to 
1;h1very 1 and so I hope has every hon. n18I11ber 
in the Hou:;e; hut I distinguish between justice 
R.ntl injn~tice ; and I n1aintain that so long- as 
the Goverrllllent Rend down an agent to :3npervit:;e 
this traffic they '""e responsible fo1· his acts. 
\Vhen the Act distinctly provides a remedy for 
malpractice, it is the duty of the Government 
to enforce it, and not vh;it their antipathy on 
innocent people a.s in the present case. 

Mr. ISAMBERT said: Mr. Speaker,-The 
whole pmceedings in connection with the labour 
trade are exactly parallel with the adrninistmtion 
of unr bud laws in the past. If the first Land 
"\ct had hoen honestly administered in the spirit 
in which its framers intended it should he 
administered, perhaps it would lucve lJeen sntfi
cient at the preoent time ; but the whole 
adrninistration of onr land la \VS has been a r-;eries 
of contrivances to defraud the public of the 
land. The very same pmctice has been carried 
out with regard to the kanaka trade. It is 
simply sla\'ery. Antipathy to slavery ! That is 
wlmt .some hon. members profess. Yes, antipathy 
tn being found out. Is it not an open secret that 
whenever a Govern1nent agent on one of thetie 
slavers tried to make a statement before the 
i1n1uigra,tion agent he \Yas at once silenced, and 
hiH nan1e wa:-; ''\V alker "? That was the reason 
no ca.secouldbeinvestigated. \Vhen irregnbrities 
were reportecl, the Irnmigration _c\gent went, 
and he came back, and that was the end of it. 
The Immigration Agent innocent! The same 
kind of innocence attached to the heacl of the 
G·overnn1ent; and the smne kind of innocence 
is partaken of hy all tho.se connected with 
the whole trade. Innocent ! Antipathy to 
slavery ! I think the best thing we could do 
next Hession \vould be to appoint a cmn
lnittee to exa-mine the imrnigration agents; 
it would throw a peculiar light on the whole 
transaction. The Government of those days 
were as gnilty as anyone ; and perhatJS if they 
were judged by their acts they would fare just 
n,; badly as the men who are now condemned. 

i\Ir. ,TORDA.N said: Mr. Speaker,-I :;hould 
like to say tt word or two on the subject. I think 
everyone who has listened to the Premier must 
be :;atisfied that these men frma New Ireland 
certainly did not understand the nature 
of their ar;reement, therefore the Govern
ment were perfectly justified in send
ing them back to their island. Bnt, sir, 
I am inclined to think that ,·ery few of the 
l'olynesians indeed do understand the natnre of 
their agremnent. Nine out of ten, or at all 
events the greater nnrnber of them, have no 
proper comprehension at all of the nature of their 
agreement. ThiH is one of the "frightful evilR of 
the system. The men are procured improperly 
in :1 great nu1nber of ca.ses; so1netimes they are 
purchased from their chiefs, sometimes kidnapped. 
If the Government sent back all who did not 
unclerstand the nature nf their ~~,greernent8, the 
d.iflicnlt)' would be to find mean' to cend so many 
hack. \Yould it be proper for the t-iovernn1ent ttJ 
incu!· th8 expen'"·P- of doing that; Perhap~ not. 
But in thL cass I do think it would be a 
h&rc!Ehip for the employer& to be<w the Jo..,~. In 

lSS-±·-5 ::-; 

the first place they employed these men in gaod 
faith : they paid the price of the sla ves-Rome £21) 
or less~~u~ an article of n1erchandise guaranteed 
by the Government. These men were procured 
uurler a system which was sanctioned by the law of 
the htnd ~ the Government officer went with the 
ship; the ownerR of the ship gave a bond to the 
Government that they would he procured in 
good faith, and Bhould understand the nature of 
their agreement; and I do not think that the 
loss should fall on the employers. I am inclined 
to take the view that was presented by the hon. 
member fm lVIaclmy-that the remedy the Uov
ermnent has is to enforce the bond given hy the 
shipowners. I would have no mercy on those 
men whatever. At all events, I do think the 
n1en were glli1rnrnteed article~ of n1erchandi.~~, 
and were purchased by the fanners at a fa1r 
price and in good faith. The Government were 
perfectly right in sending them back; at the 
same time, I believe in making the shipowners 
p:ty. I lmve no sympathy with the black 
labour, but I do feel some sympathy with the 
farnwrs. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: It seems 
to me that several hon. members have been led 
astray on account of the farmers having been the 
employers of these islanders. The question that 
iil submitted to u, to-night is one of very large 
scope, and will have a very serious effect upon 
the Treasury if the motion of the hon. member 
for Logan be affirmed. In fact, it resolves itself 
into this-that the conntry will have to pay the 
passage aml the return passage of all the 
1sbnders. I think the Government were right in 
returning the ishtnders ; and that the claim for 
their services ought to have been preferred hy 
the employers against the importers. The hon. 
1nen1ber, beforf' cmning to the (}overnlnent, 
should have shown that the suppliants had failed 
to obtain redress, after application, from the 
importers who primarily were the parties to blame. 
I am averse to give my vote for relief to the 
suppliants, and thereby establish a precedent 
which must result in the payment of the passage 
money and return passage money of all the 
islanders who have come here. 

Mr. 8TEV.ENS: In reply to the hon. gentle
man I would say that it is very little use for the 
employers to apply to the shipowners, for they 
naturally shelter themselves under the certificate 
which they have got from the Government 
agent. Th<tt will protect them at once. I 
pointed out, when I introduced the motion, that I 
felt sure the subject would be surrounded by a 
great deal of sentiment. And so it has been in 
the case of almost e1·ery speaker except the hon. 
member for South Brisbane. He evidently treated 
the case in a fair and impartial way and judged it 
on its merits; and I hope when I go to a division 
other hon. members will treat it as fairly 
as he has done. The Government, by means of 
its agent, allowed employers to take these 
islanders away on the assurance that they had 
been obtained properly; that they were servants 
in every sense of the word; that they had been 
paq,;ed by the ship's agent and passed hy the 
Inspector of Polynesians at the Immigration 
Office. I have a certificate signed by Mr. Hor
rocks, who st:1tes that the men did not know the 
nature of the agreement; but at the same time 
he handed thelll over to the employers. If the 
men did not nnderstaml the nature of the agree
ment Mr. Horrocks had no right to hand them 
over. But having handed them over to the 
en1ployers the Gnvennnent becarne at once 
rec>ponsible. Otherwise, what is the ll'C uf tbe 
Go\'crnrnent having an agent? If they a1·e not 
responsible for their agent, one would decline 
to deal with that afrent. If the Government knew 
-as they eddent!y did know by their own docu
ments-that these men did not understand the 
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nature of the agreement they should have 
enforced the bond from the shipowners, and then 
we should have had the money to fall back on. 
'!'here is no doubt that the bond was meant 
fur that propose. \Vhat was the use of its being 
introdnced into the Act, unless for the special 
purpose of being enforced ? The Government 
say they are not responsible for their agents ; and 
the hon. member, lHr. Isambert, allowed his feel
ings to overcome him, and beca1ne very violent on 
this subject. It is not very long ago since the 
Government acknowledged· that they were res
ponsible for their agents, by paying the German 
Government £500. But here is where the differ
ence come• in. In the one case it is the powerful 
German Government, anrl in the other it is only 
four hard-working fanners. The German Gov
ernment had only to put in a claim and they at 
once got twice as much as they asked ; hut these 
farmers try every means in their power 
to obtain redress and they are treated almost 
with scorn. All the sentiment in the world 
cannot get over that. It is a hard fact .. 
'!'he man who destroyed the property WiCS a 
Govern1nent Polynesian Agent, and the Govern~ 
ment recognised the claim at once, without 
making any inquiry as to whether it was a fair 
one or not. 

The PREMIJUt : Did you ever read the 
)Japers? 

Mr. STEVEXS : Yes. 
The PRKMIER : Then you will see that 

there was a full iiH!uiry made through J\Ir. 
Romilly. 

Mr. STEVEXS: The documents show that 
there was no ine1uiry actually made by this 
Government. They took for gmuted the first 
information that reached them. 

The PREMIER: Xo; the information was 
got by Mr. Romilly. 

Mr. STEVEJ'\S : It has been proved since 
that the property damaged was not worth more 
than £300. 

'!'he PREMIER : Read the papers, and you 
will see that it was worth more. 

Mr. STEVENS : The public Pre;.s is a free 
one--

The PllEMIER : And a stupid one, too, 
sometirnes. 

Mr. STEYENS : But for the public Press 
hon. members and the public generally would 
have remained under the impression that £1500 
wa:;; a fair anwunt to be paid. 

The PRKMIER : But for the misrepresento,
tions of the public Press they would have been 
of that opinion now. 

Mr. S'l'EVEXS : I object to be interrupted in 
this way. It is no laughing matter to those un
fortunate farmers. I hope hem. members will 
divest their minds of every particle of sentiment, 
and take the whole evidence as it has been put 
before them hy me and by the Premier. That 
trip of the '' Kate" to Peel Island, with the 
Government officer and the farmers, was as great 
a farce as ever was enacted in Queensland. The 
officer took the men some elistance from the 
farmer.•, and remained with them for three
qusrters of an hour. Xo doubt that was snffi
cient to elrill into the mm intelligent natme, the 
words, "I would sooner die than go to \\rork." 

The PRE~IIEH l\onsense ! 

:\Jr. STEVEXR: It is strange that those 
~axages Rhonld pick up even a s1nattering of 
1•inglish in w short a time. Cert>Linly they were 
tive mnnth in the colony, lmt fo1 ,the ;:;n:'atet:Jt 
pat·t _of the time .they WHe afraid to uok at a 

white man ; and yet after three-quarterY. of an 
hour with the immigration officer, one of them 
was able to use the words I have mentioned. 
Those farmers had nothing to do with intro
ducing the islanders into the colony, and the 
Government, by the acts of their agents, are 
liable for the expenses those men were put to. 

The MIJ'\IS'l'Elt l<'OR WORKS: I have be
fore me the accounts sent in by those men, and 
hem. members will be rather amused to hear the 
details. The first item is funr boys at £ni a 
head, £100; twelve months' interest at 10 per 
cent., £10; 47 clays searching for the boys, at 
10s. per day, £23 10s. ; compensation, throngh 
boys breakin" their indentnrex, £25. Does the 
hon. member know what he is asking for? 

Mr. STEVEXS : I am not asking for that. 
The MINISTER FOil WORKS: Then the 

next item reads : Three boys at £25 lJer head, 
£7ii; 12 months' interest at 10 percent., £710s.; 
2(\ days sear:ching for boys, at 10s. per day, 
£13; compensation, £18 1i\s. The next item is: 
Two boys at t2i5 each, £;)0; twelve months' 
interest at 10 per cent. £0 ; 27 days looking 
for boys, at 10s. per day, £13 10s.; compensa
tion, £12 10s. The hon. member can hardly 
haYe known what he was asking for when he 
brought forward his motion. 

Mr. ST K'ITEXS: I am not asking for any
thing of the kind. The amount I ask for is 
simply the actmtl cost of the islanders to their 
employers. Hon. members seem inclined tn 
ridicule the thing, but if they were in the position 
of those strugg-ling f:umers they \Vould not look 
upon it as a joke. 

(Juestion put. 
The House divic!Bd :~ 

.:\.YES, 1:!. 
l\Ies;..rs. ChnblJ .. Tordan, Stevens. LalOJ·, 1'. CamphPll, 

Smyth, Stcveuson, Bailey, Black, .r e~sov, J. Camp bell, allfl 
Pa.lmer. 

Xm;s, 12. 
:.\Ie~srs. Griflith, Dutton, BnckbnHl .. tlctud, ::Hellor, 

::\Iidgley, -White, I8ambcrt, ltutledge, Dickson, Jliles, and 
Fraser. 

The SPEXKER: The votes being equal, it 
becomes my duty to give a c'Lsting vote, >Lnd as 
the n1otion is one for going into conunittee, 
where the matter will receive further considera
tion, I give my vote with the " .\yes," and the 
c1uestirm is therefore resolved in the affirmative. 

SOUTHEHN AXD W.ESTEill'l RAILWAY 
RETGHKS. 

J\tir. ~JESSOP, in Inoving-
That there he laid upon the talJle of the House a 

Return showing-
1. The number of pas~engers carried by the :sonthern 

and \Ye~tetn Haihvav from Brisbane to :.\lit<: hell, ineln
sive of the intermcdi;tte stations west of 'l'oowoomlm., 
from 1st .January to :n.st October, lt:lS·.t. 

2. The nutuhm· of pa~s;cngPl"'S carried by the smuc 
railwny from Brisbane to :Stanthoq1e, partienlHri~ing
tlle nmnlJcr from rroowoomba to ""arwit•k aud Stan
thorpe, from 1st January to :nst October, 18~1<. 

3. A similar lletnrn, showing the goods and stock 
traffic to and from Jlitchell and Brisbane. and all inter
llle{Uate stations west of 1-Iightieltls, froin 1st January 
to 31st October, 188±. 

4. A similar J{,etnrn, showing· t.l1C goods and stock 
traflic t.o anrt from Brislmne, \\'anvick, and Stanthorpe. 
froml~t January to :31st October, lHtH. 

-~·m,id: I thon~ht thiH motion wonld lune gone flS 

a fonna1 one. 1\:Iy rea,son for bringi11g the nutttt r 
forward i" to get a. return Hn that the House nw y 
know on which lines there is the most traffi(·. 
The Loan :Estimates will come on in 'I short 
time, and it is right that we shnnld have this 
inforrua.t.in11 1-'0 tha,t we may know whether we 
~hall he .in~~titied in \'nti11g for the cont-:trl ction 
of all the Jinesmenti,.ned on the E"timates. 
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The MIKISTER FOR WORKS said : Has 
the hon. member any idea of the htbour 
involved in preparing this return? If the 
nwtion is carried the information certainly 
e~nnot be su ppliecl during this session. The 
Connuissioner for R.ailways asked me to consult 
with the hon. member as to what he really does 
want, because if the return is prepared in the shape 
asked for it will involve such an amount of labour 
that it cannot be sup]'lied this session. If the hon. 
member wants to know the tmffic between Bris
bttne ttnd Mitchell, I can let him have that infor
nuttion easily enoug-h, but he wants to know the 
traffic between all the intermediate stations. If 
he wiilmodify his motion I shall be very g-lad to 
"'PPIY any r&asonable amount of information. 

:Wr. ALAND said : I think if the hon. 
wember c>tn see his way clear to modify or alter 
this motion it would be well, because I know 
from a conversation I had with the Commissioner 
for Railways that this return will be a very costly 
one both as regards time and money. I think 
I know what the hon. member wants to get. He 
wishes to know what is the traffic from Brisbane 
to \V arwick, and Brisbane westward to the 
::VIitchell. \Veil, I think he could get a 
retm·n not quite so elaborate as the one asked 
for, and one which would suit his pur
pose equally well. I am sure if the hon. 
member modified his motion. and moved it on 
Monday or Tuesday', it would g'> as formal. I 
would like to ''ee as good a return as possible, 
but, knowing the amount of time it would take 
!;o prepare such a return flS the hon. me m her has 
moved for, 1 think it would be better to ask for a 
more simple one. 

::VIr. ST:EVJ'.:::'mOK said: This is a return that 
\l"ould give a good deal of information ; but I 
fa.ncy that a return showing the revenue, instead 
,f the passenger and g-oods traffic, would 
:tnswer the purpose of the hon. member equally 
well. It would not be difficult to prepare such 
:t return, becau:-;e the e:wnings are published 
weekly. 

Mr. JJ<;SSOP, in rerJly, sail!: My object in 
moving for this return was, as I have already 
said, to let the House and the country 
know the amount of traffic on the two lines; 
comparing the \Vestern line with the one from 
\V arwick to Brisbane ; and lam surprised that 
the Minister for W arks did not let the motion 
go as formal when it \Vas first brought on, so 
that the information might now be laid before 
the House. It is all very well for the Minister 
for \Vorks to say that it cannot be done. 

The ::\HNISTER I<'OR WORKS: I dill not 
sa~' it could not be done. It ean be done. 

Mr. JRf\SOP: The hem. gentleman said it 
would take a lot of time and money ; but I 
consider that the information to be obtained by 
that expenditure of time and money will be 
valuable, and I fancy that the object of the 
hon. gentleman i8 to burk information on the 
subject. He is afraid it will be like a return called 
for by his hon. colleague (Mr. Ktttes) in regard 
to money receiver! for htnd. \Vhen that return 
was laid on the table it was found that the >tmount 
received for land at Dalby was considerably in 
excess of that receiverl at vV arwick; thoug-h 
it was expected that the return would place 
Dalby in an insignificant position. l think the 
.;IIinister for \Vorks knows as well tts I do that 
the \Vcuwick retmns would be very much smaller 
thttn the returns for the \V estern line" That was 
my reason f0r bringing the nwtion forward. 
When the Loan Estimate' come on, I want" te 
$how that the 'Narw!ck lino h3!F not the traffic to 
w:;,r.ant t~e proposed e:>:pe:1diture. ;~nybody 
moving for n return muRt ha't"e svmo object, and 

I am not afraid to admit the object I have. How
ever, as it appears to be the wi$h of the House, 
I will withdraw my motion for the present, and 
bring it forward in another form. 

The MINISTER JWR WORKS said : I 
have no intention whatever to burk returns. 
If I wisherl to do so, I could do it in another 
way, and the hou. member would know 
nothing about it. I only explained that ths 
return could not be prepared this session. 

Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 
The House adjourned at five minutes to 

10 o'clock 




