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1684 Supply.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Thursday, 4 Decendber, 1884,

Formal Motion.—Supply—resumption of eommittee.—
Printing Committee Report.—Adjourmnent.

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past
4 o’clock.

FORMAL MOTION,

The following formal motion was agreed to :—

By Mr. NORTON—

Thal there be laid upon the table of the House,
Return showing all fines which have been stopped from
Goverment contractors since 1st January, 1881: also
all tines which have been remitted during the same
period.

Name of contractor, amount stopped, and amount
remitted, to be stated in cach case,

SUPPLY—RESUMPTION OF
MITTEE.

On the motion of the COLONTAL TREA-
SURER (Hon. J. R. Dickson), the Speaker
left the chair, and the House went into Com-
mittee further to consider the Supply to be
granted to Her Majesty.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W,
Miles) moved that the sum of £11,452 be
granted for the =alaries and contingencies of
the Public Works Departinent. There was
an increase of £2,600 on the vote of last year,
An additional elerk had been appointed at £250,
and there wasan increase of £50to the chief drafts-
man. There was also an item of £700 for the
Hngineer of Bridges, and £300 for a draftsman. In
the Colonial Architect’s Department an addition
had been put down for temporary assistance ; and
if hon. members would look at the amount put
down for public buildings they would see the
necessity for that vote. There was also an
addition of £500 to the contingencies.

Mr. NORTON said he would ask the hon.
gentleman how long the works he proposed to
construct would take in constructing ? If the
hon. gentleman would say that, the Committee
would then have an idea what extra clerical
assistance would be required.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said some
of the works mentioned in the Estimates were
constructed, others were under construction, and
tenders had been called for others. Tenders
would be called for the whole of the build-
ings as soon as the plans were ready, but the
Parliamentary Buildings’ plans had taken up so
much of the Colonial Architect’s time that
he had been unable to proceed with the other
work of the department. He had been mono-
polised almost entirely by the Parliamentary
Buildings Committee. However, plans were in
course of preparation, and the works would be
undertaken as soon as possible.

Mr. NORTON said he did not understand
how tenders could be called for works until the
plans were prepared.

The MINISTER FOR WORKSS said he had
sIready explained that a number of buildings
were completed, others were under construction,
and as soon as plans could be prepared, more
works would be proceeded with, - ‘The buildings
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were chiefly connected with the Colonial Secte.
tary’s Department, the Postmaster-General’s,
and the Customs; and the Works Department
had to carry out all buildings connected with
the public departments.

Mr. FERGUSON said he was astonished
to hear the remark of the hon. gentleman, when
he told the Committee that the preparation
of plans for the Parliamentary Buildings had
taken up so muech of the Colonial Architect's
time. Anyone could judge by the sketch plan
that had been prepared that it would not
take up much of the time of the Colonial
Architect. That gentleman had not been be-
fore the Parliamentary Buildings Committee
more than two or three times, for an hour at
a time, and yet the Minister for Works said his
time was fully occupied in that work. He
wished to call the attention to the item for
temporary assistance, and he wondered if the
Colonial Architect had got that. As faras he
(Mr. Ferguson) could see, the work in hand was
beyond the department, and he would like to
Jnow if the assistance had been procured. If
not, it was time the Colonial Architect had
the assistance, because there was a great deal of
work to be done, and money which had been
voted for certain works had in many cases
remained unexpended.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said all
that he could state was that members who were
interested in works being completed were con-
stantly asking him when the plans would be pre-
pared ; and when he had sent for the Colonial
Architect he was always told that he was at the
Parliamentary Buildings. He (the Minister for
Works) presumed he did not go down there for
nothing. With reference to thedelay in the pre-
paration of plans, that was caused chiefly through
want of accommodation. They had been putting
up shanties here and there in which to make
out the plans, and they had now employed two
additional draftsmen, and in a short time num-
bers of the plans would be ready.

Mr. FERGUSON said he must refer to a
matter connected with Rockhampton. Some
time ago £5,000 was voted for immigration bar-
racks at that place, and a great many members
knew that no work was more urgent. The pre-
sent barracks were a disgrace to the country and
the town, and he was sure the Attorney-General
and the junior member for North Brisbane, if
they were present, would bear him out in saying
that. When they were on a political tour up
north, just previous to the general election, they
came to Rockhampton, and, of course, were
shown the public buildings. One of the buildings
they visited was the Immigration barracks,
Shortly afterwards, a dinner was given to those
two gentlemen, and the burden of their song
was the neglect of the Government of that time.
They referred to the way in which Rockhampton
had been neglected, and specially referred to the
immigration barracks, saying that when another
(Government came into power all that would be
altered. Waell, the barracks were exactly in the
same state now. He regretted that the two
gentlemen he referred to were not present, for
they would endorse all that he had said with
reference to the disgraceful condition of the
building he had mentioned.

Mr. BLACK said he thought the country
would bhe rather astonished to find that, because
the Parliamentary Buildings Committee in Bris-
bane required the attendance of the Colonial
Architect, works of far greater importance had
had to be deferved. The additions to the Parlia-
mentary Buildings was, he thought, a matter of
secondary consideration. They had done very
well with the present buildings for years, and he
thought the additions could wait uptil othey
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works of far greater importance were carried out.
He was not aware either that that House had
sanctioned the expense of those additions. When
it had, then there would be plenty of time to
procure plans.  The sketch plan hanging in the
Refreshment Room seemed to be quite sufficient
at present. It was quite possible that that
House might not sanction the elaborate plans
now being drawn up, and, if so, then so much
time and money would have been wasted. He
was astonished that the Minister for Works,
with his energy, should have allowed the Colonial
Architect to waste so much tine that might very
well have been devoted to much miore important
bnildings.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS said he could
assure the hon, member that the Parliamentary
Buildings Committee were very impatient. If
they sent down an order one day, and did not get
an answer the next, they hnmediately wanted
to know why it had not been attended 0. For
the future, however, he would take good care
that the buildings named in those Kstimates
were attended to first. He quite agreed with
the hon. member that additions to the
Parliamentary Buildings could very well wait ;
and there would be no further delay in other
buildings, as far as he was concerned. Of course,
it should be remembered that there had been
great difficulty to find room for the draftsmen
of the Works Department, and that it was only
recently they had been able to put on additional
men.

Mr. NORTON said the hon. gentleman was
quite right about the want of accommodation in
the Colonial Architect’s office; and he knew
that great inconvenience had been felt. He
thought, however, that the hon. wentleman had
made rather too much of the time occupied by
the Colonial Architect with the Parliamentary
Buildings Committee. He quite agreed with what
had been said about the additions. He believed
the sketch plan was quite enough ; and that they
could well wait for the billiard-room and such
things until buildings that were required much
more were carried out. He thought that some
of the proposals for the additions to the Parlia-
mentary Buildings seemed to go further than
was necessary. As to the item of £800 for
temporary assistance, he would like to know for
what it was required.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said it was
needed for extra draftsmen, and two had been
recently put on,

Mr, ALAND said he thought too muech
had been made by the Minister for Works
out of the desire of the Parliamentary Build-
ings Committee to have the assistance of the
Colonial Architect; and he was somewhat
disposed to think that it was a good excuse on
the part of the hon, gentleman, as well as a
sly dig at the committee, because he and they
did not exactly hit it in their ideas. Year after
vear, since he (Mr., Aland) had been in the
House, something had been said about additions
to the Parlinmentary Buildings ; and great fault
woild have been found with the committee if
they had come down to the House and asked for
a vote without being prepared to say what they
proposed te do.  On the Loan Iistimates there
was a st of £20,000 put down for additions
to the Parliamentary Buildings, and he was
quite sure the House would not sanction the
expenditure of that money unless they knew
what extra accommodation was to be provided
by it.  The Buildings Committee therefore
obtained the assistance of the Colonial Architect
to assist them in devising what was requived.
Having looked at the plans, he (Mr. Aland) hoped
to live to see the day when they would be cauried
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out. He was not so anxious to see the billiard-
room and one or two accessories of that kind,
but he should like to see a room where they
could eat their meals without any fear of being
made unwell, The dining-room was the most
wretched accommodation for fifty or sixty
people he ever knew; and he thought they
ought to have rooms where they could eat
their meals and smoke their pipes with comfort.
There was one other matter which he would
refer to.  He was equally modest with his hon.
friend, the hon. mewber for Rockhampton, and
did not like to be always talking about Too-
woomba, as he was quite sure the hon. gentleman
did not like to mention Rockhampton. Soine
five, six, or seven years ago there was a sum
voted by that Committee for a lunatic asylum
outside Toowoomba. The land was bought,
and another sum wag afterwards added to
the original vote, yet they had heard
nothing about the asylum. The late Ministry
did not make any promise in the matter; but
when the Colonial Treasurer used to sit on the
Opposition side of the House he occasionally
asked a few questions in reference to that asylum,
although he seemed to take it quietly now. He
trusted that the Government would not overlook
the matter. It was time that the work was
comiuenced; they did not ask much from the
Government, but the little they did ask should
be attended to.

Mr. FERGUSON said there would be plenty
of time to discuss the matter of the Par-
liamentary Buildings to-morrow, when a motion
on the subject would come before the House. The
hon. Minister for Works had simply made an
excuse; he did not believe that the time of the
Colonial Architect had been so much occupied
as he tried to make out. They had only had a
pencil sketch plan of what they intended to lay
before the House. If hon. members would look
over the report they would find that during the
last three years, instead of the Committee being
in a hurry, they had been deliberating over the
matter, and had sent in a report; but no
practical steps had been taken as yet. He
wished to know from the Minister for Works
whether he intended to take any steps to get
on with the plans and specifications of the
imnigration barracks at Rockhampton. The hon.
gentleman would admithimself that the work was
very necessary. He(Mr. Ferguson)had neglected
the matter himself, and he ought to have asked
the Minister for Works to have got the plans and
specifications ready some time ago. An amount
for the purpose had already appeared on the
Kstimates, and he hoped that the plans and
specifications would be got ready as soon as
possible.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he might
mention, as another cause of the delay that had
taken place, that the Colonial Architect had
been employed in preparing the plans for the
public offices; but he would endeavour to
have the plans asked for got ready with as little
delay as possible.  There had been a difficulty
in obtaining a site for the immigration barracks
at Rockhampton.

Mr. NORTON said he had noticed that there
was some difficulty about the tenders for the new
public offices, and the Minister might explain
to the Committee what it was. A deputation
with regard to the matter had waited upon the
hon. gentleman, and it had appeared that there
were scme of the clauses in the specification
which tenderers objected to, and thev were not
disposed to send in tenders so long as those
clauses remained.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said that
tenders had been called for the foundations of
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these buildings. The Colonial Architect thought
that, as the contract would be a very extensive
one, they should call for two tendevs ; so he had
called for tenders for the foundatious, and had
put some very stringent clauses into the contract.
He had had a conversation with that gentleman
that day, after the deputation, and the Colonial
Architect assured him that it was absolutely
necessary to have strict precautions as to the
foundations. They intended to call for fresh
tenders.

Mr. NORTON said he hoped that the hon.
gentleman would lay the specifications upon the
table of the House. He had intended to have
asked for them before.

Mr. BEATTIE said that the hon. member for
Port Curtis had just drawn the attention of the
Minister for Works to a matter that he had in-
tended to have spoken in reference to. Thehon,
gentleman had spoken of the necessity of having
more draftsmen. He saw there were no more
draftsmen down this year than there were
last year, and there were no more foremen
of works. He wished to know from what
vote that new importation of a foreman of
works was to be paid from, or whether
some of the old ones had been discharged to
make room? Last year there were five foremen
of works, and this year there were five. It was
not necessary that he should say any more in
reference to those tenders. It was a well-known
fact that there was not a contractor who would
tender for the public buildings. If they were to
send in tenders at the scheduled prices it would
be simply ridiculous, because all work could not be
taken at scheduled prices. 'Wonld the Minister for
Works kindly inform them whether the foremen
of works employed by the Government last year
in the buildings branch were still employed, or
had some of them been discharged to make room
for the imported one?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said there
were none of the foremen of works discharged.
The Colonial Architect had represented to him
that Mr. Ferguson, who was chiefly employed
in looking after buildings in the outside districts,
could not attend to all the work, and an addi-
tional one was required. An additional foreman
had been appointed since the X¥stimates had been
framed, and would appear upon the Supple-
mentary Estimates, at a salary of £225. Two
additional draftsmen had been employed since
the Estimates had been framed.

The Hox. S1R T. McILWRAITH said he
wished to direct the attention of the Minister
to the wonderful way in which the vote was
mounting up. In the year 1879—when all the
works of the colony fell upon the Works Depart-
ment, and there was no local authority, all the
works being carried ous by the central authority
—thetotal expenditure of that branch was £10,030.
In 1879 they passed the Local Government Act,
which had the effect of putting on to the different
local authorities the expenditure for all works;
consequently the department was almost wiped
out. From#£10,030in 1879, it dropped to £4,555 in
1880. They did not get rid of all the employés
that year ; but the next year the vote dropped to
£3,312.  As soon as the present Ministry came
in, the amount went up, in 1883, to £8,832, and
now they were asked for £11,432—actually £1,000
more than before there was local self-govern-
ment ; and yet there was not a single word of
explanation. The Government seemed to think
their liberality was shown by the expenditure of
money, especially in the Brisbane department.
1t showed great extravagance and a tendency
towards the old state of things.

The MINISTER TOR WORKS said he
thought the explanation of that was that the late
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Government abolished the Colonial Architect’s
Departinent, and it had now been re-established,
The cost of that was £4,4530, which accounted, he
supposed, for the additional expenditure.

Mr. FERGUSON said he would like to know
whether it was the intention of the (Government
to erect the whole of the public offices at once,
or to have the work done in sections. He hoped
they would erect them all at one time; the
saving in expense would be more than the interest
on the money saved by doing it in sections.
There was £150,000 on the Loan Estimates, and
last session they had passed £20,000; that
made £200,000, which he understood was the
estimate for the whole building. It would be an
economy to the country to erect a building like
that at once. The policy of the Public Works
Department in buildings had been hitherto
altogether wrong. Nearly all the buildings were
unfit for the purposes for which they were
intended, and would have to be pulled down.
The colony was now far enough advanced to
justify the Goovernment in building with a view
ahead of the present time. He knew that all the
public buildings in Rockhampton would have to
come down directly ; the Supreme Court build-
ing was condemned by the judges, the Post Office
was condemmned by the Postmaster-General, and
every building would have to be pulled down.

The PREMIER said he agreed that in the
past they had not looked far enough ahead in
their public buildings, but he did not think
that complaint could be made with regard to the
new public offices. The building now proposed
would certainly be ample to accommodate the
requirenients of the different departments for the
lifetime of anyone present—or, at any rate, as
long as they were justified in looking ahead.
He did not think it would be desirable to build
the whole of them at once. What they proposed
was to build the frontage to William street first,
and carry the building half-way down each
side. That could be done, as the land was
vacant, without interfering with the Treasury
or the Registrar-General's Office, which could
not well be moved to temporary buildings, as
they had to provide for the custody of very
valuable documents, The part intended to be
constructed would contain, at the corner of
Queen street and William street, accommoda-
tion for the Colonial Secretary’s Department
and the Public Works Department; in front
would be the offices of the Hxecntive Council,
and at the other end there would be room
to accommodate the Secretary for Public
Instruction, or any other department it might
be advisable to put there, and the Registrar-
General. He thought there would be room to
spare then. It wax considered more advisable
to divide the work into two contracts, and this
had been arranged so that no inconvenience would
arise from the junction. It was not desirable
to clear the whole space at once and provide a
temporary Treasury and a temporary Registrar-
(eneral’s office. It would be spending money
unnecessarily.

Mr. NORTON said he thought the Minister
for Works had made a mistake in saying the
increase in the vote was due to the appointment
of the Colonial Architect. A number of the
draftsmen now employed were employed before
the Colonial Architect came, only they were
put under a different head. Of course the Gaov-
ernment could hardly undertake such work as
the public offices without a Colonial Architect.
He thought the appointment was a wise one
and that the man selected was as good a man as
could be got ; but it was absurd to say that the
additional cost of the Works Department was
oceasioned by hisappointment. Hecould pointout
some increases, There was £800 for temporary
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assistance, and then there was the appointment
of an engineer of bridges and a draftsman ; that
was another £1,000. That accounted for £1,800
of the increase.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he
thought the appointment of the Colonial Archi-
tect was a very wise step, and the appointment
of the Iingineer for Bridges also. The House
last year had voted £30,000 for the purpose
of  bridging the Pioneer River, Ross’s
Creek, and the Endeavour River, and of
course it was mnecessary to get a competent
man to do the work, so that the bridges
would not be washed away by the Hoods.
He did uot find fault with the appointment of
the Colonial Architect. He thought it was a
very good appointment indeed.

Mr. NORTON said that the hon, member had
misunderstood him. He did not disagree with
the appointment. He was simply pointing out
that the Minister for Works had explained
that the increase in the Estimates was caused
by the appointment of the Colonial Architect.
But he (Mr. Norton) said that the increase was
not caused by that appointment.  As to the
Engineer of Bridges, a different plan had been
followed in his appointment from that adopted
in appointing the Colonial Architect. When the
late Government agreed to the appointinent of
an architect thev advertised so that they might
receive applications from all the colonies.
Nothing of the kind had been done when the
Engineer of Bridges had been appointed. He
(Mr. Norton) did not know whether there were
any bridge engineers in the colony; he had no
doubt that there w ere, but they had no chance,

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said he was
inclined to say that the explanation given by the
Minister for Works of the great increase from
1381 to the present time was certainly not the
correct one. He believed it was more owing to
the Works Department having taken possessionof
the Minister for Works and running away with
him. That was seen in the Estimates from the
beginning of the first page to the last. The hon.
gentleman had not sufficient force of character
to resist the department; in fact, he had lost
all control of the department, which was now
controlling him. It was ridiculous to say
that the Colonial Architect’s appointment had
increased the Estimates from £3,312 to £11,432,
when at the time the £3,312 was expended
they had a Colonial Architect, although he cost
just £100 a year less than the present architect.
The former had £700 and the present received
£800, and the difference of £100 a year in salary
could not make up the difference between £3,000
and £11,000. He wanted to know from the
Minister for Works how the Inspector of Works
to the Divisional Boards was working ? Were
there any of the hitches that were predicted
would occur when the appointment was made,
or was he working in harmony with the divi-
sional boards ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said that if
the hon. member referred to Mr. Clinton, In-
spector of Works, he could say that he heard no
complaints regarding him. Mr. Clinton was up
north inspecting several works which appeared
all right, and he had not come into collision with
any divisional board. With reference to the engi-
neers controlling him, he was not aware that that
was so.  He did his best, though he did not pro-
fess to have the eugineering capacity of the hon.
member for Townsville, That hon. member had
complained the previous evening that he (the
Minister for Works) did not instruet the Chief
Engineer to cut down the estimates of the Rail-
ways, He would do nothing of the sort. He
thought he knew himself better than to interfere
and give instructions to a professional man, He
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knew what the hon, member for Townsville had
done in the building of the Brisbane Valley
and other railways, and he could tell him that
they had been compelled to cut out curves which
that hon. gentleman had caused to be put in.
He (the ’\qubter for Works) hoped he never
would be guilty of such conduct.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said that they
would talk about the railways when they came
to them, and the Minister for Works would hear
quite enouwh to satisfy him then. Perhaps he

could tell the Committes why the contingencies
had increased from £2,500 to £3,000. £500
was a considerable increase, when the contin-
gencies consisted chiefly of postage and travelling
expenses.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said that
the sum voted last year had not been sufficient,
and had had to be supplemented. It was better
that the full sum should be put down in the
Estimates-in-Chief.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said that no
doubt it was better to have the whole sum re-
quired voted in the Estimates-in-Chief. But he
would like to know why £3,000 was spent in
contingencies. It seemed to him a very large
item for the Works Department when theve were
so few to travel. He did not think the Minister
for Works himself had incurred a great amount
of travelling expenses. Perhaps the Minister
for Works would inform the Committee whether
Mr. Clinton sent in reports to the Minister for
Works ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: He does.

The How. Sk T. McILWRAITH said that

in that morning’s Courier he saw a report that
the (fovernment water-boring plant had been
employed at the site of a proposed bridge at
Bulimba. What was that proposed bridge?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the
loaning of the water-boring plant did not belong
to his department. He knew nothing about it.

The Hox. Sk T. McILWRAITH: What

Minister does know ?

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon. J.
R. Dickson) said that the gentlemen inter-
ested in the scheme of constructing a bridge
over the river at Bulimba had applied to
his department for assistance in order to ascer-
tain the character of the strata there, and
whether a suitable foundation for the bridge
could be obtained. They merely wanted to
sink two or three bores. The officers of
the department were instructed to give them
that information on the understanding that
if they wanted anything like an elaborate
survey they would have to pay for the work per-
formed. He (the Colonial Treasurer)understood
that the Engineer of Harbours and Rivers had
applied to Mr. Henderson, the Hydraulic Engi-
neer, who had ahand boring machine in his yard
which could not be used for any purpose at
the present time, and was useless for boring
for water. It was accordingly lent to the
Engineer of Harbours and Rivers, who had
been using it for the purpose mentioned. He
believed two or three borings had been put
down. He wished to disabuse the Comumittee of
any idea that the water-boring machinery or any
plant used for water-boring had been in any way
withdrawn from legitimate use in proceeding
with that work at Bulimba.

The Hox. S1r T. McILWRAITH asked if he
was to understand that the Government were at
the expense of the Dborings at Bulimba in the
meantime, and that if an elaborate survey was
required, the parties would be at the expense
themselves? Was the work at the present time
being done at the expense of the Government ?
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The COLONIAL TREASURER said that
the whole expense incurred had been £30; but
the parties who had applied for it were willing to
recoup the Government when the survey was
finished. In the meantime, the borings were
there for the information of the department.

Mr. ALAND said he had been particularly
struck with the increase in the amount of the
Estimates from £8,000 to £11,000, and more
s0 after hearing what the hon. member for Mul-
yrave had stated in regard to the large increase
over previous years. But, looking back, he
found that if the increase in the vote was large,
the amount of public works being carried out
year by year was much larger still, so that that
accounted to a very great extent for the largeness
of the vote. In 1881-2 the amount of the vote
was £2,312, and the expenditure on that depart-
ment of public works £29,600; in 1832-3 the
vote was £5,982. and the expenditure £39,000;
in 1883-4 the vote was £5,832, and the expendi-
gure £68,000; and in the current year the
amount asked for was £11,000, and the proposed
expenditure £81,000. If, therefore, the Govern-
ment were liberal in their expenditure they were
liberal in the matter of public buildings.

The Hox. SR T. McILWRAITH said he
understood, then, that the Government were at
present carrying on boring operations as a pre-
liminary survey for the proposed bridge across
the river at Bulimba. But if any private indi-
viduals wished to carry out a scheme of that
kind, it was most inad visablethat the Government
should be identified with it ; and that they were
identified with it there was not the slightest
doubt. Anyone looking at things as they were
at present in Brisbane must regret that every
possible inducement was being given to people to
buy land ; and the price of land in Brisbane and
the neighbourhood was so far beyond its natural
value that he feared it would result in a crash.
The idea of a bridge at Bulimba was simply a
part of a big scheme to enhance the value of
land in that neighbourhood, and the action of
the Government in identifying themselves with
it was discreditable to them. Anyone with any
business knowledge whatever must know that
there was no chance of such a wild scheme
ever being carried ont. It was simply a sort
of bait held out by people interested in the sale
of land there, and the public were induced to
believe that steps were being taken at the
Government expense to have the survey made.
People were being induced to buy land there in
the faith that the bridge would actually be built.
It was one of the wildest schemes that had ever
been broached in the colony, and that the Gov-
ernment should have identified themselves with
it in any way was a reproach to them. But it
was merely one of a series of acts on the part of
the (overnment to run up the price of land in
every possible way, and it must result in great
disaster to that part of the colony.

The PREMIER said that perhaps the hon.
gentleman would favour the Committee with the
otherinstances to which he referred, and it would,
no doubt, be found that there was just as little
foundation for them as for the one he had cited.
The Government had simply lent a disused
horing machine to people who wanted to make
hores in the river bed, and he failed to see how
that could identify the Government with the
proposal to build a bridge.

The How. Stz T. McILWRAITH said it
was perfectly well known that the Government
were carrying on the survey, for people could
see that their own officers were employed in the
work. The only conclusion they could come to
was that the Government were identified with
the erection of the proposed bridge, and the effect
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was to enhance the value of land and to increase
the number of land sales in the immediate
neighbourhood. There was no need to give
other instances, although he could mention
plenty of them. He had given one, because it
was mentioned in the papers as a fact that the
Government were making a survey across the
river. They were lending themselves to what
must result in disaster, by raising the price of
land and inducing people to buy it at far more
than its proper value, The Colonial Treasurer
knew as well as he did that the scheme was
impracticable, and it was one with which the
Government should never in the slightest degree
have identified itself.

The COLONTAL TREASURER said he was
amused at the vehemence displayed by the hon.
member, whose utterances generally were so full
of common sense as to meet with the approbation
of hon. members. He need only inform him
that both his statements and his inference were
entirely without foundation. The Govermment
were in no way identified with the survey. It
was as much their duty to afford information s
to the bed of the river as to give information
with respect to the extension of wharves on its
banks. Application was simply made to ascer-
tain the character of the bed of the river, and
the Government were in no way obliged to con-
tinue it. They were in no way identified
with it. It was unnecessary for him to
express his opinion as to the feasibility or
otherwise of the scheme; and to say that the
Government by their action were encouraging
wild land speculations was one of those bold
statements which the hon. gentleman occasionally
made—as when, some years ago, he said the
country was on the brink of a volcano; state-
ments which he received with almost something
like contempt. The Government had done
nothing to encourage land speculation in any
way, and not one member of the Government
was concerned either directly or indirectly in
the possession or sale of land anywhere near
the locality of the proposed bridge. What they
had done was to afford information which had
been asked for by certain capitalists in order to
supply them with data for the further consi-
deration of their undertaking—and that work
would be paid for by the applicants.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said that
what the Committee objected to was not the
loan of a disused boring machine, as the Premier
had described it, but the loan of their own
officers, who were certainly not disused ; and
which led the public to believe that the Giovern-
ment were in some way Iidentified with the
work, The Colonial Treasurer first told thein
that the work would be paid for in case any
elaborate survey was made; and now he told
them that the promoters were willing to pay
for the work already done. He did not doubt
that, but he objected to Governwment officers
being lent for such a purpese. If those men
were capitalists they would have found little
difficulty in getting men to do the work. People
passing by could see the Government officers
at work there, and they were willing to give
a greatly enhanced price for land in the
vieinity in the belief that the Government were
in some way or other identified with the scheme,
He did not think from the information he had
heard that it was ever likely to be carried out,
and he was inclined to think that the cost would
be rather too great for the capitalists whom the
hon. gentleman alluded to. It would certainly
be far too great for the Government to attemypt,
besides which the House would never consent to
such a proposition.

Mr, ARCHER : It sells land.
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The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said, as the
hon. member for Blackall remarlked, it sold land,
and that was the very objection to the Govern-
ment encouraging the scheme,

Mr. BEATTIE sald he was certainly very
much surprised when he ssw the first notifica-
tion in the paper that the bridge was to be con-
strueted. Tt was rather a wild scheme, he
thought, but at the same time he did not think
anything of the application for the loan of a
boring machine and punt. The Government
had of course to give permission to disturb the
bed of the river, and no one had a right to do so
without application to the Government ; that was
one of the harbour regulations. He madeinquiries
about the bridge, because a great many people
were rushing to him to know when it was to he
constructed ; and it was a fact that a piece of
land, which he could have bought at £10 an
allotment some little time ago, was sold the
other day for £85. When people came to him
in his official capacity as chairman of the Boo-
roodabin Divisional Board for information, he
said he knew nothing about it. But he had at
first wanted to know where the bridge was to
come out on the other side, if it was taken
from the top of Teneriffe Hill. It struck him
that viaducts would have to be constructed
out near the road, and the expenditure would be
such that the bridge would never be constructed.
Another thing he wanted to know was the
proposed height of the bridge, and when he was
told it was to be 120 feet, he saw at once that
that would never do, because an ordinary vessel
something like the ““Scottish Prince,” which was
here a few days ago, could not get under-
neath ; her height from the deck to the truck
being 121 feet, and additional height would have
to De allowed for the distance between the
ship’s deck and the water. As every additional
foot in height increased the cost of the bridge, it
would take a Baron Rothschild to find the
money. However, he did not think it was
necessary to say anything further on the subject,
for he believed it would be a very long time
before the bridge was built—if it was ever built,

Mr. NORTON said the hon. Colonial Trea-
gurer had informed them that a boring machine
and Government officers had been let to a
bridge syndicate, but apparently he did not
think in his innocence of the use such a
syndicate would male of that fact in their
representations to people in inducing them
to buy land. He (Mr. Norton) thought it was
possible the syndicate would take advantage of
that, but he wanted to ask another question.
The hon. member said a charge was to be made
if the Government thought it desirable, and he
(Mr. Norton) would now ask him whether that
was the way he treated private penple who made
applications for boring machines to find water ?
There was a notice in the paper that certain
charges were to be made to divisional boards, or
others, who got the use of boring machines ;
they had to pay £5 a week, and take all the
responsibility of keeping the machine in order.
So that it seemed to him that an unfair advan-
tage was allowed to the bridge syndicate in giving
them the use of the Government property and
officers for nothing, while divisional boards were
charged for the same thing. If anyone was to be
charged let all be charged alike. He would like
to know if the paragraph in the paper was cor-
rect, and whether charges had been made for the
use of horing machines ?

The COLONTAL TREASURER said there
had been regulations prepared, under which
boring machines, when they arrived in the
colony, would be lent out to local authorities
under certain conditions. It had been found
from experience that when they were lent out
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without conditions, and without the supervision
of a Government officer, they came back in such
imperfect order that they were useless until
overhanled and repaired. Consequently, certain
rules had Dbeen laid down uunder which the
machines would be lenttolocal bodies, and accom-

anied by a Governmentofficer, who wouldseethat
gley were properly cared for. The paragraph was
notinserted with hisauthority,and he did not know
whence the knowledge was arrived at, but so far
as it related to the regulations having been pre-
pared, it was substantially correct ; it was, how-
ever, misleading in the earlier part as vegarded
the water-boring plant having been leut free of
charge to the syndicate interested in the con-
struction of the bridge.

Mr. NORTOXN said he presumed the informa-
tion was obtained from the Government offices,
where it was usual to supply information to the
Press.  He thought the hon. member was quite
right in naking regulations, without which
no plant should be lent out at all, but
if when the boring machines arrived they
happened to be lying idle, would they Dbe
lent to syndicates? Of course they would
not, and there was no reason why the syndi-
cate that had been mentioned should not be
charged for the use of the plant they had
been using. Hehoped the hon. gentleman would
charge them. He would now ask the Minister for
Worksif the Governmentintended tocarry out the
whole of the works mentioned in the estimates of
the Works Department? He asked the question
because many of the works belonging to the
Ports and Harbours had been carried on by that
department. It was found that they, having
the necessary appliances in the way of vessels
for carrying timber, etc., could do the work much
more cheaply than the Works Department in

‘many instances.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the
usual course wastoecall for tenders, but sometimes
the tenders were so ridiculously high that the
works had to be re-tendered for. 1t was the
intention of the Government to carry out the
works in the Estimates in the usual way—that
was, by contract.

The How. J. M, MACROSSAXN said he would
like the hon. gentleman to say whether he had
fixed the amount that was to be charged
per week or per day for the Dboring machines.
He recollected when the hon. gentleman
was in office before he bought a diamond drill
for boving for water on the western plains,
but it was allowed to be in the Works stores for
a long time and was never used. At last he
{(Hon. J. M. Macrossan) got rid of it by lending
it to the Cooktown people to bore for coal, on the
express condition that the Government were not
to bear any of the expense. When it came bacl,
however, he found that the Government had to
pay a great portion of the expense. It was
afterwarcls lent to Charters Towers ; but he was
not quite certain whether the same thing
occurred there. He thought a fixed sum should
be charged; it should not be excessive, but
quite enough to cover the interest on
the cost of the machine and the expense
of supervision. That was what was done
in Victoria with the diamond drills ; there was
a Grovernment officer in charge who was paid by
the people who borrowed the drill, and at the
same time they were charged £10 a week for the
use of it ; besides which the Government had the
power to withdraw the machine at any time on
giving a week’s notice.

The COLONIAL TREASURER said the
charges were based on the Victorian scale, but
he thought the amount was £3, not £10, a week.
The diamond drill, as far as experience showed,
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was rather an elaborate and expensive machine.
The Government proposed to introduce one of
Wright and Edwards’s Australian water-augers,
which were an adaptation of the Tiffin borer and
the diamond drill, with all the latest improve-
ments ; and he helieved it would be found in
many respects to be better than the diamond
drill.  The cost was about £1,100, including
tubing and everything—in fact, the machine
would be complete for that. However, when
the loan vote for water supply came on he
would be in a position to give full information
on the matter. In the meantime, he noticed that
one of the divisional boards—(Gogango—objected
to the conditions on which the borver was lent.
He thought, however, the charges were very fair,
and such that any board ought to accept.

Mr. PALMER asked when the loan vote for
water supply would come on ?

The COLONIAL TREASURER said that
would altogether depend on the speed with
which they got on with the ordinary Estimates.
As soon as they were through he would be
prepared to go on with the Loan votes.

Question put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS moved that
£81,150 be granted for Buildings. He did not
know whether hon. members expected him to
give all the information about those buildings.
The greater portion of them were for the Cus-
toms, the Postmaster-(xeneral’s, and Colonial
Secretary’s Departments—police quarters, court-
houses, lunatic asylums, and sueh like buildings.
He could give no further information than what
appeared on the Kstimates, All he had to do
was simply to carry out the works when the
wmoney was voted.

Mr., BLACK said he was surry to tind that
the hon. gentleman was unable to give any infor-
mation about those items ; but he supposed some
of the hon. gentleman’s colleagues would be able
to see him out of his difficulty, which was rather
an unusnal one for a Minister to admit. There
was one item which he hoped he would have the
assistance of hon. members on both sides in
striking out, and that was * Brisbane Botanic
Gardens dwarf wall, Alice street.” Thatwas an
item which they could really very well dispense
with. There was a reasonably good fence
round the gardens; and although he was not
prepared to say that a better one could not be
erected for that money, he thought it could be
dispensed with in favour of other more important
works. They had to cut their coats according to
their cloth. No doubt they allliked to have new
suits of clothes; but they had to do with the
old ones until they could afford the new ones.
He hoped, therefore, the hon. gentleman would
dispense with the vote for another vear at least.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the
hon. member seemed surprised that he could
not give all the information about the
items put down there, but the hon. member
should remember that in connection with all
those works requisitions had to be sent in
by the various departinents requiring them.,
All those buildings were absolutely necessary.
Some eame in the Customs Department, some in
the Post and Telegraph Department, and some
in the Colonial Secretary’s Department., As to
the particular vote for the Botanic Gardens
dwarf wall, so far as he was concerned he did
not care what became of it. He was not im-
pressed with it, to commence with. If the hon.
member for Mackay would take a vote and
decide upon it at once it would save time.

Mr. ARCHER said that the Minister for
Works could easily have got the information
from the different otficers who required the build-
ings. It would have been the simplest thing in
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the world when those officers made a requisition
to have afforded that information to the Minister
for Works, so that he might supply it to the
Committee. The hon. gentleman must have
known that the Committee would not swallow a
vote like that without any information at all.
He would ask the Colonial Secretary, who, he
must say, generally knew something about what
he put before the Committee, what the vote of
£7,000 to the Brisbane Hospital was for ? He
was not going to say that the Brisbane Hospital
ought not to be improved, or that there was any
reason why the money should not be expended ;
but the Committee would like to know what
alterations were to be made and what were the
reasons for them. It was a large vote ; but the
Brisbane Hospital was the hospital of the capital,
and was taken advantage of by many people
from the country. If a vote of £1,000 were
asked for any hospital in the country, probably
there would have to be very good reasons given
forit ; but in the present case they were asked to
swallow a vote of such magnitude without a
single word of explanation from the Minister.
He had no doubt the Colonial Secretary would
be able to state what alterations were wanted
and what was the necessity for them—whether
the hospital was overcrowded and required
extra accommodation. Those were things that
should be explained.

The PREMIER said he would be very glad
to give information concerning buildings that
were required in connection with his department.
Almost iinmediately after he went into office his
attention was called to the condition of the Bris-
bane Hospital, about a year ago. He went out
to see it, and found it in a very bad condition.
The fever wards were crowded so that patients
had to be, not exactly laid upon the floor, but
between the beds of other patients, and on one
occasion they had to he accommodated in tents
in the yard. It was no use denying that addi-
tional accommodation was urgently required,
and the (Government certainly did not feel
themselves justified in allowing sick people to
die through want of hospital accommodation ;
therefore he followed the practice that had been
followed in the Colonial Secretary’s Office
before in cases of urgency, and sanctioned the
expenditure of the money. The Colonial Archi-
tect prepared, as soon as time allowed, a scheme
for additions sufficient to meet the present
requirements, and the additions were designed
so that they could be further extended when
that unfortunately became necessary. Those
were the circumstances under which the vote
was asked. '

Mr. FERGUSON said that last session, about
eight months ago, a sum of £7,000 was voted for
the Brisbane Hospital : was that £7,000 all ex-
pended ? That was another £7,000, which made
£14,000 this year specially voted for additions to
the Brisbane Hospital.

The PREMIER said that last year the Gov-
ernment simply had to ask the Committee to
sanction the expenditure. The money had
already been expended before the present Gov-
ernment caine into power,

The COLONIAL TREASURER said that,
with regard to the Botanic Gardens dwarf wall,
he might mention that £400 was voted last year
for repairs to the railing ; but that amount
had been found to be altogether inadequate
for the work, which, he understood, was of
such a character that it could not Dhe
patched up any longer, and a new wall was
necessary from George street down to the
ferry along Alice street, for the purpose of
carrying the iron railing which would be ve-
instated on the new wall. That was the reason
why £1,650 appeared in the Estimates, 1t must
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be borne in mind that the £400 was approved,
but not found adequate. He would also
refer to the buildings which came under
his department. There was £2,500 for addi-
tions to the Harbours and Rivers Office.
That was rendered necessary on account of ac-
commodation being required for the Hydraulic
Hngineer, who really had not sufficient accommo-
dation at the present time. Therefore it was
considered that the Harbours and Rivers Office
should be enlarged to so as to give him office-room,
which could not be spared either by the Engineer
for Harbours or by the Portmaster. Then
there were to be new quarters for the Sub-
collector of Customs at Bowen. Hon. mem-
bers would be aware that dnring the late
hurricane at Bowen that building was almost
demolished. Tt was an old place and was
rendered quite uninhabitable, and the money was
asked for the purpose of erecting new quarters.
At Townsville there was £1,000 for additions to
the bond store. Unfortunately there were no
private bonds at Townsville, and the Govern-
Itnegt had to make provision for the increasing
rade.

Mr. FERGUSON said the Colonial Treasurer
had told them the dwarf wall was to be con-
structed between George street and the river.
From where he was standing he could see a stone
wall there already.

An Hoxourasrk MEMBER : It is not stone.

Mr. FERGUSON said there was a substantial
iron railing from one end of the gardens to the
other, and he could not see anything the matter
with it. Tt might not be pretty enough, but that
was all.

Mr. BLACK said he had taken the opportunity
of going to see the wall that morning, and he
found the fence in fairly good order. The iron
railing was perfectly sound, and he failed to see
the number of places where it was said to be
propped up. He was sure that hon. members
might walk up and down that path without
suspecting there was anything wrong with the
wall unless their attention was called to it. 1t
was not a work of urgent necessity, and it might
very well stand over. He was glad the Minister
for Works had expressed his indifference to the
matter, and he hoped that, considering the
amount they had last mnight voted for the
gardens, the Government would consent to the
item being excised.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said that, if
the hon. member for Townsville had examined
the wall before he said it was a substantial one,
his idea of a substantial wall was different from
anyone else’s. He (the Minister for Lands)
examined it eight or nine months ago when the
amount was on the Kstimates before, and the
greater portion of the foundation on which the
iron railings rested was riddled with white
ants. In seme places the railing had dropped
through the wood and had to be fastened up
with wire, while the last hundred yards could be
shaken backwards and forwards with the hand,
and was propped up with sticks. It must be
attended to some time or other, and it was a
question whether it would last another year. It
was not a stone wall at all—it was simply painted
wood., There might be some rough stone sup-
porting the earthwork of the street, but the
supports of the iron railing were all wood.

Mr, BEATTIE said he thought that if the
hon. member for Mackay had given the railing a
shake when he was examining it near the lower
end he would have shaken it down. It was ina
very bad state indeed. They had spent a lot of
money on the gardens, and they must protect
them by an efficient fence to keep out the cows
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that were travelling all over the country. He
would like to know what the additions were that
were to he made to the Harbours and Rivers
Office. It struck him that that particular branech
of the service would exceed all the other offices
put together in three or four years more at the
rate they were going, and they would need
larger buildings to hold all-the officers.

The COLONIAL TREASURER said the
alterations would be at the rear of the
present buildings, at the_corner of Margaret
and Idward streets. It was intended to
remove the staircase from the porch, which
would leave space for a large room; and the
building would be extended towards the river
along Margaret street. The additional accomn-
modation was required for the HMydraulic
Engineer, who now required three rooms instead
of one to provide for the clerks and draftsmen,
rendered necessary by the increase in the work
of the department.

Mr. BEATTIE said that was all very well for
the Engineer, who would get the north-easter in
the new building ; but the main portion of the
building would become like an oven. The new
structure would shut out all the air from the
present buildings, and they would not get a
breath of wind. He thought it was a very
selfish proposition indeed. Why should not the
Harbour Master and all his clerks geta breath of
air in their office? He thought it would be far
better to remove the Engineer to another building
altogether. The rent would be very little more
than the interest on the £2,500 needed to build
the new wing.

The COLONIAL TREASURER said he
could assure the hon. member that both the
Engineer for Harbours and Rivers and the Port-
master were consulted as to the most convenient
form the additions should take, and they had
concumrred in the suggestion of the Colonial
Architect. The proposed plans had not eman-
ated from the Hydraulic ¥ngineer, but were
prepared by the Colonial Architect. He thought
if the hon. member would take the trouble to
inspect the plans his opinion would be very
considerably altered.

Mr. NORTON said he noticed a sum down
in the vote for a staircase to the reporters’ gallery.
Was that the cost of the square staircase that
was put up in the corner of the Assembly building?
Did they pay £450 for that?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said that
that was the sum put down for the staircase, hut
he helieved the contract price was £400.

Mr. NORTON said he hoped the next time a
staircase was wanted for the Parliameutary
Buildings the consent of Parliament would be
asked, because that staircase was not a bit more
useful than the old round one.  He did not believe
that one man who used it would be a bit more
satisfied with that square abomination than with
the old round one.

Mr. ARCHER said that they should leave that
staircase as a specitnen of the taste of the archi-
tects of Queensland. They should wall up the
entrance and allow the reporters to come up by
the other stairs.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said that
the Parliamentary Buildings Committee had
applied for the staircase, as they complained
very much about the reporters going up the
other stairs. It was the committee and the
member for Rockhampton who were responsible
for it.

Mr. FERGUSON said the Minister for Works
must be aware that he had only been 2 month
ago elected a member of that committee, He
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was not responsible for the staircase. He
believed himself that the reason why it had
been built as it was, was that the Colonial
Architect had not been consulted, as had also
been too frequently the case in regard to
other buildings that had been erected. If the
Minister for Works had not been so particu-
lar in regard to allowing officers to do those
little duties, very likely matters would have heen
different. The present Parliamentary Buildings
Committee had token a different course, and had
consnlted a professional man before attempting
to do anything.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said that the
Minister for Works had tried to clear himself
of any responsibility for the staircase by throw-
ing it on the Parliamentary Buildings Com-
mittee, in the person of Mr. Ferguson, and that
gentleman also denied responsibility. He should
like to know who was responsible for that langh-
able absurdity. Fverybody connected with it
ought to be ashamed of it. He thought the sug-
gestion of the hon, member for Blackall was rea-
sonable, Let them wall it up and allow the re-
porters to get up by the other staircase.

The PREMIER : So they do.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said they
did at present, but what was the intention
when the staircase was finished ? He should
like the Minister for Works to set a bricklayer
to work to wall it up.

The PREMIER said it was used by the
¢ printer’s devils.”

Mr. MELLOR said that, as a member of the
Parliamentary Buildings Committee, he must
disclaim any convection whatever with the stair.
case, The committee knew nothing about it
until it was in progress. He did not know who
was responsible for it.

Mr. BLLACK said the Committee appeared to
be getting into a very happy state. It seemned
to him that the Works Department of the colony
had been conducted on a ‘“do-as-you-please”
system.  He was sorry to see the hon. Minister
for Works placed in a very embarrassing position
that afterncon, but he had a happy way of getting
out of adifficulty. He (Mr. Black) would suggest
that in future, when any item of the sort, for
which the Parliamentary Buildings Committee
was responsible, came on, that committee should
take their seats on the Treasury bench, so that
hon. members might get proper replies to
cuestions put. At present they hardly knew
whom they had to address in endeavouring
to acquire information. Hewas glad the Premier
himself had admitted the absurdity of that
yallery staircase. When members of the Com-
mittee were able to see what was contemplated,
before it was twenty feet high remonstrances were
made in the House regarding it. And now that
they found that members were unanimous in
declaring that it was a perfect waste of
money, no one was responsible. The difficulty
now was to know what to do with it. Fle would
suggest to the hon. Minister for Works, or
whoever had that department under control,
that he should convert the staircase into a
dungeon. He believed that an occurrence had
taken place two sessions ago, when an hon.
member had to be put under arrest, and that it
was then found that they had no dungeon.
He thought that would be the best possible use
to which the staircase could be put. Let it be
divided into two chambers, an upper and a
lower, and it would serve the purposes of a dun-
geon admirably in the future,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he could

agsure hon. members that no more staircases
would be built, He had been pressed to evect
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an additional gallery for theaccommodation of the
ladies, but there was no money voted for that.
He would take care for the future to look to
the position which the Parliamentary Buildings
Committee held. It was all very well for that
committee to shield themselves in the way they
now did, but he conld say that it had been with
the greatest reluctance that he had given instrue-
tions to spend money on that staircase. He did
not wish to come to loggerheads with the Parlia-
mentary Buildings Committee, and therefore he
had sanctioned the expenditure; but from the
expression of opinion now given he would take
good care they would get no more money. He
would take up the position of being able to say
“No” to them.

Mr. BRATTIE said that was all very well,
but the money was spent, and what were they
going to do with the staircase? He should also
like to know exactly who was the architect, and
how the staircase had got there. Who gave the
authority ? It seemed that the Minister for
‘Works really did give the authority. The stair-
case looked like a square barrel stuck up in a
corner with no apparent means of getting either
in or out of it. FHe had no idea that stairs would
be found inside it. But as the staircase was very
severe on the reporters, the Minister for Works
had better spend a little more money and buy a
gas-engine and a lift for their use.

Mr, ISAMBERT said that in the neighbour-
hood of Brisbane there was a tower known as
“Bartley’s Folly.” He would suggest that the
name of the designer of the staircase should be
discovered and attached to it as a monument of
folly.

Mr. SCOTT said that if the design was that
of the Colonial Architect his name ought to be
engraved on it in very large letters.

Mr. ARCHER said it was unfair to blame the
Colonial Architect for doing what he was ordered
to do by the Minister for Works.

Mr. SCOTT said the structure must have
been designed either by the Colonial Architect
or the Minister for Works.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he had
nothing to do with it. The Colonial Architect
was instructed to prepare a plan for a staircase
to the reporters’ gallery and he did so, Surely
hon. members did not suppose for a moment
that he was going to check the Colonial Archi-
tect’s work! The request for the plan came
from the Parliamentary Buildings Committee,
who had made a great mistake. In future he
would take care to satisfy himself as to the
designs.

The Ho~x. Sir T. McILWRATTH said the
Minister for Works deserved their sympathy.
Up to the present he had been Minigter for
‘Works in name only, and now he intended to Le
$0 in reality. What was the explanation of the
vote under discussion? It was simply that the
Minister for Works, instead of doing the work
of the department himself, had allowed others
to interfere in it, No doubt the Colonial Archi-
tect would be only too glad to have one master
instead of half-a-dozen, according to the descrip-
tion just given of the management of the office.
Perhaps the hon, gentleman would tell the Com-
mittee a little more about the staircase outside,
because they did not yet understand how it got
there. Before John Petrie’s bill was paid they
ought to know all about it.

Mr, JESSOP said he noticed that provision
was made for about six-and-twenty police
stations and police quarters. He wished to call
the attention of the Minister for Works to the
fact that at Dalby the sergeant’s cuarters were
in a shocking state of dilapidation. He hoped
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money would be provided for the erection of a
suitable building.  As to the staircase, the best
use to which it could be put would he to turn it
into a receptacle for reports called for by hon.
members, laid on the table, and never read.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said that
no application for new police quarters had been
made from Dalby.

Me. JESSOP said it was the duty of the
Government to ascertain what public buildings
were requived, and wheve.

. The PREMIER said the duty of the Govern-

ment was not to go about inquiring where they
could spend wmoney, but they had to see rather
where they could avoid spending money.  As to
the want of new police quarters at Dalby, that
was the first he had heard of it.

Mr. JESSOP said he hoped the Minister for
Works would make a note of the fact that he had
called attention to it.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said thatif the
Miunister for Works had done hix duty, ax laid
down by the Premier, and seen where he could
have avoided spending money, they would not
have had such a large estimate to deal with.
The hon. gentleman had allowed the Works to
take possession of himn instead of his holding
possession of them. Tt had always been the case
that the other Ministers sent in requisitions for
huildings to the Minister for Works, but it did
not necessarily follow that the Minister for
Works acceded to those requisitions. He should
have found out the why and wherefore of those
buildings.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: What non-
sense ! You never did so.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said the
other Ministers did not care a straw how the
Minister for Works got through his Estimates.
They had their own Estimates to look after.
It seemed that the Minister for Works had
carefully done what he was told to de. He
was now beginning to awake to his position,
and look after his colleague, and the Parlia-
mentary Buildings Committee as well. He
hoped the hon. gentleman would look after the
Colonial Secretary and the Treasurer, and see
that they were more economical. There were
twenty-five police stations mentioned, and he did
not know how many Customs buildings, and
very likely not more than one-third were wanted.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he
thought it was time to get Dback to serious
business.

Mr. ARCHER : Oh, indeed !

The MINISTHER FOR WORKS said it was
all very well to say that he should look after his
colleagues. The hon. member for Townsville
said that if applications were sent in for build-
ings they must be complied with, and he knew
also that he (the Minister for Works) could do
no more than the hon. member did when he was
in office.

Mr. ARCHER said he remembered, when
be was in office, being very much disgusted with
the then Minister for Works, for cutting down
his Estimates. He (Mr. Archer) wanted decent
quarters for Customs officers and others, but the
Estimates were usually cut down at least one-
third, Tf the hon. gentleman fancied that
previous Ministers had not cut down Estimates
he was mistaken.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the
members of the present Ministry were all
economical, and there was no necessity for
cutting down Estimates.

Mr. NORTON said he was sure £450 for a
staircase such as had been spolen of was proof
of the economy of the Minister for Works !
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The Hon. J. M. MACROSSAN said he
wanted to hear from the Colonial Secretary——as
the Minister for Works did not know anything
about it—why so much was required for the
Brishane Hospital 7 £7,000 was voted last year;
£7,000 was now asked for it; and £1,260 was
in the revenue vote for 1882-8; making in all
£15,000 in three years. That was enough to
build a new hospital.

The PREMIER said he had explained the
vote before, and surely he was not to be ex-

pected to make the same speech twice. When
he came into office he was called on to go

and see the Brisbane Hospital and the condition
it was in. The fever wards were in a frightfully
crowded state, and there was not room enough for
the great number of patients seeking admission.
Great numbers of people were dying of fever;
and it was absolutely necessary that provision
should be made for the proper additional accom-
modation. The matter was so urgent that he
had given instructions at once and authorised
the necessary additions, which were now going
on. That was all the information he could give.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN  Does your
explanation refer to the present vote, or the one
passed last year?

The PREMIKR said he had not authorised
any further expenditure,

Mr. BEATTITE said the former £7,000 was
for the fever wards and the nccessary appli-
ances. They had been erected some time ago.
He was glad to see the present application made
and complied with, and that the Government
were doing something to alleviate the misery
which existed at the hospital not long ago.  The
hospital committee took a very warm interest
in the institution, but were put to their wits’
end to make provision for the fever patients.
A number of the patients had to be put in tents,
the wards being so full at one time. IHe knew
that of his own knowledge from a case that came
under bis notice. A young man was taken ill with
typhoid fever, and after remaining seven days in
hospital he was removed to a tent to make room
for another fever patient, and all that time many
people were lying ill with fever on the floors.
At that time fever was so prevalent in the city
that it was thought desirous to construct
temporary accommodation in the Victoria Park,
and on that occasion representations were made
to the Colonial Secretary, who gave the necessary
authority for additional buildings.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said there
was no desire to prevent proper accommodation
being provided at the hospital, but he thought
the hon. member was wrong in saying that
£7,000 had been spent on the fever wards. He
(Hon. J. M., Macrossan)found that £4,000 had been
provided out of Loan for those buildings. Surely
it did not take £11,000 for one ward; £4,000
ought to have paid for it.

Mr. BEATTIE : T think T am wrong.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said in three
years they were asked to vote £15,000 from
revenue, and £4, 000 0odd from Loan. Itseemed to
him that £20,000 ought to put up a good hospital.
He did not know whether the money had been
economically expended. Of course he knew that
the Brisbane Hospital was a receptacle for
people from all parts of the colony; but all
hospitals at seaports, such as those at Rock-
hampton, Townsville, and Maryborough, were
much in the same position, and the same rule
applied to them.

The PREMIER said he found he was mis-
taken in the information le had given, and he
was glad the hon. member had asked for further
information. He found that £7,000 was on the
last Estimates, and had been carried forward thaf
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year. He had only asked for one sum of £7,000.
Contracts werelet for wardstocost £8,000;but that
did not inelude all the additional work required ;
and the outhouses and quarters were in a very
unsatisfactory state. A sum of £3,000 would be
suthicient to do the work ; and he would there-
fore ask his colleague to reduce the item by
£4,000.

Mr. ARCHER said he would like to call
attention to the unsatisfactory amount that was
subscribed towards the hospital by the people of
Brishane. He could safely say that there was
no place in the colony where the public subscrip-
tions for that purpose were so small in propor-
tion to the population. In smaller towns it wasg
found that the people gave liberally ; but in
Brisbane the amount given was really a disgrace
to the people. He believed that if more canvas-
sing was done a great deal more money would be
raised.

Mr. STEVENS sald the fault lay in the
want of activity on the part of the collectors.
He had been living in the neighbourhood of
Brisbane for six or seven vears, and he had only
twice been asked for a subscription to the hos-
pital. A good deal move might be got if the
hospital committee would adopt a suggestion he
made some time ago ; that was, that life members
who had subsecribed ten guineas should be allowed
to send two free patients instead of one. If that
were done it would encourage a great many
people to become life members. A sum of ten
guineas represented payment for ten years, which
was a considerable part of aman’slifetime ; and
if he actually gave ten years payment he ought
to be allowed a greater privilege than those who
simply paid for one year.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS moved that
the sum of £7,000 for additions to the Brisbane
Hospital be reduced by £4,000.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. LISSNER said he wished to say some-
thing about a post and telegraph otlice that the
Minister for Works promised the people of
Ravenswood some time ago. The hon. gentle-
man had got out of a good many difliculties that
evening, but he did not know how he would get
out of that one. When the hon. gentleman
went to Charters Towers to inspect the Haugh-
ton Gap Railway, a deputation from Ravens-
wood waited on himn and asked him to grant
them a telegraph and post office—and not sooner
than it was required either, for the present office
had been in use fiffeen or sixteen years, and it
was hardly safe enough now to hold a regis-
tered letter ; so that there was no question
that the request was a bond fide one. Well,
the hon. gentleman granted it cheerfully. He
put it in his memo. book, and the deputation
went home joyfully, informing their friends that
they had got everything they asked for. IHe
(Mr. Lissner) came down to Brisbane in the
full expectation that the vote would be in_the
Hstimates. Furthermore, he saw the hon.
gentleman at his head office and reminded
him of it, and the hon. gentleman told him that
it would be all right ; that he would place him-
self in communication with the Postmaster-

General, and that everything would be
“0.K.” There was a reporter present at the

time, and the result of the interview duly
appeared in the Observer. But after all there was
no vote on the Estimates for the building. He
was very sorry for it; and he just wished to
remind the hon. gentleman of his promise, and
ask him to put a sum on the Supplementary
Fstimates, so that the people of Ravenswood
would not be able to say they had been slighted.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the
promise he made was that he would bring the
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matter under the notice of the Postmaster-
General, and he did so. He would like to know
what the hon. member had been doing since he
came down? Why did he not interview the
Postmaster-General about it? Did the hon.
member supposec that he (the Minister for
Worlks) was going from office to office to look
after the interest of Ravenswood?

Mr. LISSNER said the hon. gentleman told
him he would see the Postmaster-General on his
(Mr. Lissner’s) account as a particular favour,
and that it would be all right.

Question—That £77,250 only be granted for
Buildings—put.

Mr. LISSNER said that, although the hon.
Minister for Works had frowned at him before
tea, he had the satisfaction of seeing him smile at
the latter end of the conversation, and *‘his bright
smile haunted him still.” He hoped that during
the time the hon. gentleman was at tea he had
considered the justice of his (Mr. Lissner’s) claim
with regard to thetelegraph officeat Ravenswood,
and that he would gracefully come to the conclu-
sion to put asum on the Supplementary ILsti-
mates. He trusted to havethe pleasure of seeing
the hon. gentleman rise in his place and say it
was all right.

The MINTISTER FOR WORKS said he re-
membered promising the Ravenswood people to
bring the matter under the notice of the Post-
master-(General.  He had done so, but probably
Mr. Garrick, who was Postmaster-General at
the time, had allowed it to escape his memory.
He had no objection to requesting the Post-
master-General to put it on the Supplementary
KEstimates.

Mr., LISSNER : T am quite satisfied.

Mr. ARCHER : You are easily satisfied.

Mr. BLACK said he wished the hon. member
for Kennedy could impart to him some of his
fascinating ways of getting round Ministers, so
that they would smile when he wanted anything
from them., That was the second time during
the week that the hon. member’s persuasive
powers had suceeeded in surmounting the usual
difficulty that stood in the way of members
getting any reasonable consideration for their
districts.

Mr. LISSNER: T only take up a good case.

Mr. BLACK said he did not envy the hon.
gentleman his success. The hon. gentleman’s dis-
trict deserved to be as ably represented as it
was, especially as the results were so satisfactory.
He was glad to hear from the Minister for
Works that the plans for the Pioneer River
Bridge were completed, and that tenders would
be called in next Saturday’s Gazette. He would
like t0 know when the plans for the court-house
at Mackay were likely to be ready. He under-
stood, about a month ago, that the difficulty
about the site had been overcome, and that
plans would be prepared almost immediately. He
had noticed a paragraph in the papers that there
was a hitch in the title, and though he did not
attach much importance to the statement, he
would like to be assured that no delay had
oceurred from that cause.

The PREMIER said that so far as he knew
there was no difficulty about the matter now.
He knew that about a week or ten days before he
had been asked by the Works Department to fix
a site, and he did so. There could be no further
delay except calling for tenders.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said the
Colonial Architect had received instructions to
prepare plans for the court-house.  He did not
think the hon. member had much cause to
complain, because ever gince the FEngineer for
Bridges arrived the whole of his time had been
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devoted to plans for the bridge over the Pioneer
River, for which tenders were to be called in
Saturday’s Gasette.  Other parts of the colony
required plans, and he could only promise hon,
members that there should be no delay.

Mr. BLACK said he was not making any
serious coniplaint against the Minister for Works
but the existing court-house was very incon-
venient, and the Northern Cirenit Court Judge
had remarked the other day on the very bad and
inefficient accommodation. He did not think
the Minister for Works could conscientiously
charge the people or him with want of patience,
considering that twelve months had elapsed
since the money was first put on the Estimates.

Mr. McWHANNELL said he saw that there
was an item, ‘‘ Quarters for Sub-inspector of
Police, Muttaburra.” He would point out to the
hon. Minister for Works that there was £1,700
voted for sub-inspector’s quarters at Winton in
the Hstimates of 1882, and before the present
vote was passed he should like some explanation
on the matter.

The PREMIER said that the question had
been under consideration for some time, whether
Winton or Muttaburra was the best place to
station the sub-inspector of police, who had
charge of the district extending from Muttaburra
to the north-west. He had come to the conclu-
sion at last that Winton was the best place, but
he was not quite sure that it would not be neces-
sary to have a sub-inspector stationed at Mutta-
burra also. That was why theitem had not been
withdrawn from the HEstimates.

The How. J. M. MACROSSAN said there
was a sum of £500 on the Estimates for a police
station at Lutwyche. He would like to know
whether that was to serve both the Lutwyche
and Albion districts. They were very nearly
connected.

The PREMIER said that after a long resist-
ance he had at last been compelled to admit the
necessity of a police station there. The place
was becoming thickly populated, and required
police protection. The station would serve both
districts.

Mr. BLACK said there were a large number
of items for hospitals, and he would like
to know whether the claimns of Mackay to
an additional hospital building had been con-
sidered. He was given to understand by the
Colonial Secretary last week that any communi-
cation he had received from the Secretary of the
Mackay Hospital was received long after the
Fistimates were framed. 1f the hon. gerntleman
admitted the necessity for extra accommodation,
there was no reason why an amount should not be
put on the Supplementary Estimates. The hon.
gentleman was quite in ervor, he thought, as to the
date on which the communication was received.
He thought he would admit that it had been
received before the Estimates were framed.

The PREMIER said he did not think so. He
had a communication from the hon. member for
Mackay.

Mr. BLACK said he had also a com-
munication from the secretary of the hospi-
tal, dated 2nd July, 1884. He (Mr. Black)
thought it would be more satisfactory if some
hetter arrangement were arrived at, so that
districts requiring hospitals might know whether
they were entitled to assistance ornot. Districts
must have hospitals ; they were essential for the
welfare of the people, and it was right that, when
once erected, they should be self-supporting
as far as possible.  But in the majority of
cases it was entirely beyond the means of
the people to contribute the whole of the
cost of the erection of the hospital. At all
events where that had been done, and where,
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from the increase of population, the hospital
accommodation had become insufficient, they
ought to have their claims favourably considered.
He therefore asked the Colonial Secretary if he
could hold out any reasonable expectation that
that particular eclaim for the Mackay Hospital
would be considered in the Supplementary
Estimmates.

The PREMIER said he believed the hon.
member for Mackay was right in stating that
the first communication had been addressed to
him before the Estimates were framed. Hehad,
however, spoken as if the grants were made at
the caprice of the Minister. The Minister had
an immense number of claims to determine upon,
and could not find money for all of them. All
that he could do was to make provision for the
most urgent.  His practice had been to make in-
quiriesas to the population of thedistrict, the num-
ber of patients in the hospital. and the amount of
subsecriptions that had been received, and then
to provide for the most urgent cases. Whether
he had done so on a consistent plan, or by mere
caprice, he could not say. It had occurred to
him, from the representations made in regard to
Maclkay Hospital, that it was not so urgent a case
as most of the others dealt with. But if it was
a really urgent case he would he prepared to
recommend the necessary provision as far as the
finances of the colony would permit.

Mr. ARCHER said that, seeing the enormous
sum of £16,000 had been spent on the Brisbane
Hospital within the last few years, the Colonial
Secretary might give some consideration to
Geraldton. That was a district where there was
1no hospital at all, and wherc they had been
trying to get one for some time. He hoped it
would receive some consideration.

The PREMIER said he had made a note of
the matter in connection with the Supplementary
Estimates, and waited to receive some further
communication from Geraldton.

The Hon. J. M. MACROSSAN said that he
was depending on the promise given by the hon.
gentleman the other night in rogard to a vote for
an hospital at Herberton., Like the Premier, he
was awaiting a communication from the secretary
of the hospital, whom he informed of the promise
made by the hon. gentleman.

Mr. GRIMES said he would like to press
the necessity of erectm;3 accommodation for a
constable at Rocky Waterholes. The town was
growing very fast, and was made, he was sorry
to say, a resort of bad characters from Brisbane.
That caused the necessity for aresident constable.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the best
plan was for the hon. member to make applica-
tion to the Colonial Secretary. He had nothing
to do with the police.

Mr. GRIMES said he had made application
to the Colonial Secretary, but there was no accom-
modation for a constable. The Colonial Secre-
tary might find a constable if accommodation
was provided for him.

The PREMIER said that the difficulty of
establishing police stations was increased by the
necessity of building quarters for the constables.
So many applications came in from all parts of
the colony that they were obliged to deal with
only the most urgent cases.

Question put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS moved that
there be voted for the service of the year 1884-5
a sum not exceeding £25,000 for Excepted Roads
under the Divisional Boards Act Amendment Act
and for Bridges on Main Roads. £15,000 had
been put down for building bridges over main
roads where the revenue of the divisional boards
was so small as to make it utterly impossible for
them to undertake such large works. He hoped
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the money would be voted so as to enable them
to proceed with the important work of building
bridges on the main roads.

Mr. NORTON asked whether it was intended
to spend the £15,000 for divisional board bridges
in the same way as the similar vote last vear was
expended ? That vote was simply divided equally
among the divisions, and if the same system was
to be continued the Committee would no doubt
object to it. It would be interesting to know
whether any division last year expended the
money for the purpose for which it was voted.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he was
fres to admit that a mistake was made in the
manner in which the vote was distributed last
year. When the money was distributed equally
among the boards it was found utterly inade-
quate for the purpose.

Mr. NORTON said that some of the boards
which shared in the vote had actually had
bridges built for them apart from that, and others
could very well afford to keep their bridges in
repair without extra assistance. Could the hon.
wsentleman give any idea as to what boards were
likely to participate in the vote?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said that
would depend upon the funds placed to the
credit of the several boards, but he could assure
the hon. member that only those boards that
were quite unable to keep their bridges in repair
would participate in it.

Mr, BLACK said he did not see why only
those boards that were in difficulties should
share in the vote. There were boards carrying
on their local works in a satisfactory manner
that were not in difficulties, but which were still
unable tosparethelarge sums that were frequently
necessary for building the minor bridges; and he
did not see why they should not share in it.
If anything could have caused the people of the
colony to cease to take an interest in divisional
boards, it was the way in which the vote of last
year was distributed. Instead of distributing
the amount in proportion to the rates collected,
it was divided equally amongst all the divisional
hoards. When the sum of £100,000 was voted
for the establishment of the boards, those divi-
sions which collected only a small amount of rates
only received a small proportion of the grant,
whilst those which derived a very large revenue
from rates got a very much larger proportion.
That was not an equitable way of distributing
the amount. The way the £15,000 was divided
last year was this:—Seventy-five boards got
£170 each, quite irrespective of their require-
ments. Some of them very likely did not
want bridges at all, while others had large sums
laid out at interest. In districts where a con-
siderable sum of money might well have been
spent, the £170 was of next to no use. The
consequence was that the money was never
devoted to the purpose for which it was intended.
The Minister for Works should give some assu-
rance that the vote would this year be distributed
in a more equitable way.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he had
already assured the Committee that the pre-
sent vote would not be dealt with in that way.
An error was, no doubt, committed last year,
and boards shared in the vote which ought not
to have done. He could only promise that the
money would be spent judiciously in assisting
only those boards which were unable to build
bridges for themselves. he hon. member for
Mackay, above all others, had little cause to
complain. There was to be a bridge built over
the Pioneer River costing £20,000. Had that
sun been apportioned on the principle laid
down by the hon. member, between the Pioneer
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River, the Kndeavour River, and Ross's Creek,
the Ploneer River would have only got half a
bridge, or one that would have been carried
away by the first Hood.

Mr. BLACK said the Minister for Works
seemed to think that a man should keep silence
from motives of self-interest. That was a very
unfair way of putting it. He was speaking not
only for the division he represented, but for all
the divisions of the colony. Wherever he saw a
wrong principle carried out—as had been the case
in the past—he was entitled to_enter his protest
against it.  The Minister for Works seemed to
think that, because a certain public work was
being constructed at Mackay, thervefore he
should sit there quietly and let the hon. gentle-
man down softly. But that was not his dispo-
sition, and when he saw a wrong system carried
on in any department he intended to poiut it
out.

Mr. MELLOR said he was glad to hear the
announcement that the vote would be better dis-
tributed than it was last year. But a better
prineiple still might be adopted, in subsidising
special rates for special works of that kind.
Divisions wherc bridges and other necessary
works were really required would be quite
willing to tax themselves for the purpose, and
the (tovernment might subsidise them to alarger
amount than was at present the case-—say, three
or four to one. The money would be bhetter
expended, and the special rate would give a
guarantee that the work was really required,
and that the inhabitants were willing to help to
pay for it.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said it seemed
to him that the hon. member did not quite under-
stand the intention of the (Fovernment in voting
the money. He did not think they intended to
give it to divisional boards that were able to
put up works for themselves, but, as far as his
judgment went, he thought it was intended for
divisional boards that were not in a position to
construct bridges. 'What was the use of passing
such a sum if it was to be given to hoards
in the position of the Gogango Board, for
instance, that had money in the bank., Surely
it would not be right to give money to those
boards that were now well off. It was intended,
he thought, to give the money to those divisions
that had had very little expended upon them
under the old system. Hon. members would
recollect thatin certain portions of the colony
nearly all the rivers were bridged, but there were
other parts of the colony that had had nothing
done atall. It was not in the rich districts that
the money should be spent, and where
money had been lavishly spent before. He
could mention several divisions that could
not rate themselves, and although the last
£15,000 was spent badly, he felt sure they
could depend upon the Minister for Works
acting with more discretion and spending the
noney in a way that could not be found fault with.
He hoped the Government were not gradually
falling into the old system of making roads and
bridges, and going in for encouraging that
general scrambling which the Minister for Works
himself used to so much deprecate. He trusted
that system would not be extended, but that the
money would he dealt with in a proper manner.

Mr. BUCKLAND said he was a representa-
tive of a divisional board at present in difficul-
ties, and he hoped the Minister for Works
would give the Toombul Board a fair pro-
portion of the money. He could only say
that the Toombul Board expended on bridges
last year double of what it received out of the
last vote, Hon. members would recollect that
under the Divisional Boards Act, on its becom-
ing law, it was understood that the Government



Supply.

4;

would repair roads and bridges for a given
ime; but that had not been done, and the
boards had been compelled in every instance to
take over bridges in very bad condition indeed,
and as a consequence they had fallen into debt.
At the present moment the Toombhul Board was
in debt to the extent of £500 ; and he could only
express the hope that when the money was
expended it would get a fair share, because next
vear the board would have to undertake at least
as much, or a great deal more, repairs to bridges
than it did last year.

Mr. ARCHER said he hoped the Minister for
Works would take the trouble to ascertain the
wants of the boards who applied for money.
The hon. gentleman who had last addressed the
Clommittee was connected with a board near the
capital, and people in such districts were natu-
rally much richer than those in the country. The
people in the Toombul Division had been selling
Tand lately at high figures, and they were very
well off ; and it was very unlikely that the board
would receive a share of the money voted. The
hon. member for Townsville had mentioned that
several boards had sums lying at interest in the
bank, and he instanced the Gogango Division.

The Hon. J. M. MACROSSAN : I spoke of
rich boards.

Mr. ARCHER said that division spread over
a large extent of country ; it was 100 miles long
and 100 broad. It might be rich in the amount
of rates collected, but it was poor when the
amount of work that had to be done was taken into
consideration. Still, that board had never asked
for any assistance, but had got money by itself.
Tt was a mistake, he thought, to give facilities for
dividing divisions into small sections, as it would
double the number of officers and double the ad-
ministration to keep the division going. Gogango
was managed hy one board with one executive
officer and one clerk, and they had been able to
keep out of debt. However, he hoped the
Minister for Works, in apportioning the money,
would inquire what special works were of urgent
necessity, and give the money to those hoards
that most required assistance. Let those boards
whose incomes were small and who were com-
paratively poor derive the greatest advantage
from the vote.

Mr. MELLOR said he represented a board
with a debt of £2,000, but he would repeat what
he had said hefore, that it would be much the
better system to pay the money for building
bridges to the boards in proportion to the rate-
able property they possessed. He would like to
draw the attention of the Government to the
necessity of having maps made of the different
divisions showing exactly their positions, and
having the various selections marked upon them.
That was felt to be a great necessity in the divi-
sions, and if it was done it would be a very great
concession to the boards.

The Hox. St T. McILWRAITH said he
thought the vote most objectionable in principle,
as it sapped the foundations of local self-govern-
ment which had been established a few years
ago. They voted a similar sum last year for a
similar purpose. The greatest solicitude was
shown on all sides that the different boards
should retain a share, and the Minister for
Works could come to no other conelusion, which
he appeared then to think was the right one, of
apportioning the money amongst allthe divisions.
That simply amounted to a subsidy to divisional
hoards, for which the law actually provided. Of
course it was not a fair division, because all dis-
tricts were not equal ; but it was a fair represen-
tation of the dificulties the Minister had in
apportioning the money. How then did the hon.
gentleman propose to get over the diffculty?
He ezid é‘f would not gpend i6 as had hesn done
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hefore. He did ot give the slightest informa-
tion how it was to be spent ; but he said he
would give it to those boards that were in
financial difficulties, Why should they encou-
rage any board to get into financial difficulties by
any such habit as that ? Why should they give,
for the patronage of any Minister, an amount of
money, when he did not explain how it was to be
apportioned ? It was Parliament that ought to
have the apportioning of the money. The prin-
ciple of decentralisation had been thoroughly
approved of by the Divisional Boards Act. At
that time it was seen that certain public
works could not be carried out by the
boards, The Government saw the difficulty,
and it was put into the Act of 1879 that the
main roads should be charged to the general
revenue., That was a failure, for the very natural
reason that every road in the colony claimed to
be a main road. It was then arranged that the
boards should take the main roads, but there
were a certain number left unprovided for, and
the House agreed that all special cases of that
sort should be brought before Parliament.
There was the road from Tallebudgera to
the border for instance, £2,500. That was a
case of exception to the Local Government Act.
The New South Wales Government had agreed
to make a certain road to the Queensland
border, and the Queensland Government would
have been acting against the interests of the
colony had they not agreed to carry on that road.
The divisional board there was unable to do
it. The Government stated the exceptional
case to Parliament, and they agreed to spend
the necessary money for the road. That, of
course, was a special case. But the present
vote was an insidious attempt to get back to the
old centralisation system. The hon. gentleman
said the principle acted as a failure ; and he was
now going to apportion the money among boards
in financial difficulties. He (Sir T\ McIlwraith)
thought that wasnot a proper principle, and he
objected to it. It was not carrying out the
principle of local self-government. It would be
found that the money would be spent by the
Minister for Works as it always had been
spent—he was not now alluding to any particular
Minister for Works—the hon. gentleman would
yield to the strongest pressure, and that always
came from the localities about Brisbane. Not
a single penny would go to districts outside
Brishane.” The money was for local patronage,
and that was not a right principle: it was a
departure from the principle they affirmed in
the Divisional Boards Act. The very fact that
the Minister found such a difficulty in appor-
tioning the £15000 before, ought to have
suggested to him the difficulty he would have

again. He ought to have shirked the responsi-
bility. He ought not to _have accepted such a

serious responsibility. He ought to have ex-
plained the matter to the Committes, and put a
schedule before them of the way in which the
money was to be apportioned.

The PREMIER said that no doubt it wasavery
shocking proposal—tn do such a thing as ask thata
Minister be entrusted with the expenditure of so
large a sum. He wondered whether it ever oc-
curred to the hon. gentleman that he proposed to
do a similar thing when he was in office. Did he
remember how he framed a proposal to spend a
very much larger sum, and place it at the dis-
posal of the Government, for precisely the
same object. The hon. gentleman’s objection
reminded one of a certain person reproving
sin.  They knew very well thst, although
local government was a very good thing, there
were many cases in which small local bodies
ware unable to carry out large works. That was
a fact that they could not shut their eves to ; and
they were bound to step in and give assistance,
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The only question was whether each par-
ticular item should be investigated Ly the Com-
mittee. But the Government were following
the example set them by their predecessors who
proposed a similar vote last year, and they
intended that the money should be appropriated
in cases where there was an urgent necessity for
some public works being constructed, and the
local bodies could not do them.

The Hox. Siz T. McILWRAITH said he
had no doubt that in the course of their adminis-
tration the last Government committed mis-
takes ; but he noticed that, whenever it suited
the present Ministry to follow those mistakes
and take them as a precedent, they always did
so with alacrity. The hon, member was per-
feetly wrong, because he (Sir. 'T. MecIlwraith)
always carried out thoroughly the principle of
local self-government. DBut at the end of 1878
his Government were left with a large surplus,
and they proposed to devote a portion of that
for the purpose of getting out of the difficulties
of the Local Government Act. He proposed—
speaking from memory—to appropriate a sum of
£50,000 for the purpose of malking local govern-
ment work more easily. He did not propose it as
an annual vote in the first place ; and in the second
place he distinctly indicated the particular worlks
on which they proposed to spend the money.

The PREMIER : No.

The Hox. Sirk T. McILWRAITH : Yes, in
the speech in which he proposed the vote he
indicated the works, and stated that in the
schedule they would be found set forth exactly
as the money was to be appropriated. It would
have been accompanied by a schedule, as had
always been done when a vote of that kind had
been asked.

The PREMIER : It was not.
The Hox. Sik T. McILWRAITH said the

hon. gentleman took very good care, by moving
that their Estimates should not be printed, that
it should not be seen what the late Government
had proposed ; so that the hon. gentleman could
not fall back upon an argument of that kind. It
was proposed to appropriate out of the revenue a
sam of £50,000, which was a very different thing
from putting a sum of £15,000 at the patronage
of the Minister for Works without the Com-
mittee having the slightest voice in saying how the
money should be spent. The Minister for Works
said he had spent it wrongly before; but he would
spend it on a better system in future—amongst
the neediest of the divisional boards. Those
were the very boards which ought not to be
encouraged. If there was any special reason
why they were needy, the circumstances should
be, brought before Parliament. But the fact of
their being needy was no reason why they should
put at the disposal of the Minister for Works
a certain sum to relieve them of their difficulties.

Mr. BEATTIE said there were many divi-
sional boards which could not enter into con-
tracts for large works. He took it that the sum
under discussion was for bridges upon main
roads ; but he should have been very glad
to have seen the particular main roads
specified. The hon.  Minister for Works
had said that he intended seeing that boards
which were well-off should not have any
portion devoted to their wants, if they bad
any. Surely hon. members did not forget that
those people who were successful in the manage-
ment of their boards contributed to the revenue
the same as those who were unsuccessful.  There
were boards which had certainly mismanaged
their business, and had not conducted it in an
economical manner; and were those hoards
to have an advantage over those which had
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conducted their business in a proper manner?
He objected to that; it would be very un-
fair, The reasoning of the Premier was much
better—that where special cases were brought
before the Minister for Works they would be
assisted. Since the establishment of divisional
boards there had been many cases where those
which had not been able to carry on their
works had been assisted. There was £100
spent over the Gatton Bridge by the Govern-
ment, and also sums of money spent on the
bridges at Doughboy Creek and at Norman’s
Creek. If the system as set forth by the Premier
were adopted, that divisional boards which
made out a good case should be assisted, it would
be more fair, whether it was a rich board or
a poor one ; because if there happened to be a
rich board on one side of a bridge and a poor one
on the other, how would the money be allotted
then? Tt would be unfair to assist only the
poorer one. He had much pleasure in saying
that he belonged to a board which did not
owe anything, and did not intend to do so.
There were two main roads through that divi-
sion, one the Great Northern road, upon which
there was a bridge which connected his board
with the Ithaca Board. Supposing that any-
thing occurred to the Bowen Bridge, although
his division did not owe anything, yet they
would be unable to tackle such a large job as
rebuilding that bridge, and they would have to
borrow money to do it. But because that board
had a few pounds to its credit, it was proposed
that they should not be entitled to any por-
tion of that £15,000! The whole revenue from
the locality where that bridge would have to
be erected, was not £300 a year, and they
would have to reconstruct it at a cost of £2,500,
The Breakfast Creek Bridge connected his division
with that represented by the hon. member, Mr.
Buckland, and supposing that anything occurred
to that bridge, Mr. Buckland would go to the
Minister and ask for assistance while his board
would get nothing, and would be placed in a very
difficult position. Those boards which con-
ducted their business properly had as much
right in urgent cases to ask for assistance
as boards which were not in so good a financial
position. He hoped that instead of the hon.
member carrying out what he said, that he
would take care that none of those rich
boards would get any of that £15,000, although
they contributed to the revenue, he would alter
that opinion. He hoped that the Govern-
ment would take cases of urgency into considera-
tion instead of laying down a hard-and-fast rvule
that boards in a flourishing position should not
receive any of that money for the construction of
bridges and main roads, which would be a very
bad principle. He would have liked to have
seen a schedule of the works that had been
applied for to the Government.

Mr. GRIMES said that the hon. member for
Mulgrave had objected to the vote because he
considered that it interfered with the principle
of local government. But he would point out to
the hon. gentleman that when the Divisional
Boards Bill passed it was understood that the
Government still intended to maintain the main
roads. That was the idea, and he was pretty
sure that if the members of the House had under-
stood that the main roads would have to be sup-
ported by the divisional boards, that Bill would
never have passed through the House; and to
repudiate now a portion of the expense towards
the maintenance of these roads and bridges,
would be very unfair. He was very glad that
the amount had been placed upon the Estimates,
There were many cases where it was not to the in-
terest of onedivisional boardtobeartheexpenseof
a bridge, so much as to that of the board beyond.
Their ratepayers wers interested very little, and
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unless they had assistance from the Government
they would let the bridge fall into bad repair
and remain so.

Mr. FOOTE said he did not understand the
Minister for Works to lay down a hard-and-fast
rule as to which boards were to receive money
from the vote, and which were not to receive it.
What he understood was that assistance was to
he given in cases of emergency to boards which
were in extreme necessity, and could not carry
out any public works such as bridges and cul-
verts. If bridges were washed away by floods in
populous districts, it would be necessary for the
(yovernment to have something to fall back upon
to meet the emergency. He did not represent
any divisional board and thus had no personal
interest in the matter, but he had been look-
ing forward to a Bill to increase the size of
divisions, so as to overcome many of the
grievances under which they at present laboured.
They had not been able to get the Bill that session,
in consequence of the pressure of other work ; but
he hoped they would get it next session. If the
divisions were larger theirrevenues would be pro-
portionately larger. He thought the vote was a
very necessary one, and he was sure the money
was safe so long as the present Minister was at the
head of the department. He had noticed in the
papers that there was a regular rush for the last
vote, the differentboards all claiming their share.
He hoped there would be no ‘‘share” business
over the present vote. It was quite possible that
impoverished boards, which stood in need of
assistance, were the very ones which did not get
anything. He hoped the Government would
take care to check any rush of that sort upon
the vote.

The Hox. Str T. McILWRAITH said the
hon, member who had just spoken had always
been one of the most consistent opponents of
local self-government ; and now he acknowledged
that if bridges were swept away by floods it would
be a fine thing for the people to come down on
the Government—exactly what the Act for local
self-government was designed to prevent. The
hon. member gloried in the fact that they were
departing from the new principle of local self-
government and returning to the old one, on
which when a locality got into trouble it always
went to the Minister. The hon. member for
Oxley was very much the same. He was
not so bad an opponent of the measure, but
he had never been an ardent supporter of
it.  The support to that vote all through
came from members who saw a chance of
getting relief from the Government, instead of
wetting it legitimately by taxing the people and
receiving a subsidy from the Government, They
were giving £15,000 a year to the Minister for
the purpose of breaking down the principle of
local self-government. Instead of boards now,
when they got into difficulties, applying their
minds to relieving themselves by their own exer-
tions, they had only to apply to the Minister,
and if they were successful, their difficulties
were over.

Mr. KELLETT said the only objection he
had to the vote was that the amount was too
small, He had always been a believer in the
Divisional Boards Act, and was a thorough
supporter of it when it was passing through the
House ; but that Bill would never have passed
had not the present leader of the Opposition,
who put it through, told the House distinctly
that main roads were to be exempted and would
be carried on under Government supervision
and at (Government expense. When the Bill
came in the following session they were told that
the only reason the main roads were not
exempted was that the Government did not
know wherg to begin, and only for the promise
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of the Covernment the Bill would not have
passed, He knew there were many boards that
could not afford to replace a large bridge if it
were swept away, and if they chose to levy a
tax for the purpose the ratepayers could not pay
it. Luckily in one sense, though unluckily in
another, they had had no floods for some years ;
but floods might come, and the whole revenue of
two or three large hoards would not pay for some
of the bridges. They must take it for granted
that whoever the Minister for Works might be he
must have some sense or he would not be in the
position ; and they ought to trust that he would
apply the money judiciously in cases of emer-
gency. Of course, he should not divide the
money amongst the different boards, or anything
of that kind; the longer he could keep it
without spending it the better. He believed
in boards being self-supporting if possible,
but cases would arise when the Govern-
ment must give assistance to prevent communi-
cation throughout the colony from being stopped.
Now, that was one of those cases, and he thonght
the sum was very small and might very safely
have been doubled. He hoped it never would be
given to the poor people; for poor people had
very often themselves to blame; but that it
would be kept as a special fund and utilised only
in cases of great necessity. He was sure the
present Minister for Works had got so much
common sense that, if the emergency had not
arisen, he could send away impecunious people
delighted though they had got nothing. And he
had no doubt that when they got a Minister for
Works on the other side he would be able to send
them away with equal suavity.

Mr. FOOTE said the hon. member for Mul-
grave had misunderstood him. He had not
spoken in depreciation of divisional boards,
although he certainly considered the vote was
much too small for the purpose intended. The
difficulty would have to be faced some day, and
that small sum would be found to be by no
means adequate to meet it. The hon, member
knew, from his experience in office, how
very well able he was to apportion a fund
of that sort; and how he could create a
fund, although it had not been voted by the
Committee, for distribution amongst his friends.
He (Mr. Foote) had always given the hon.
member the credit of being able to look after his
friends well, The hon. gentleman had said that,
because he (Mr. Foote) had opposed the Divisional
Boards Aect, he still continued opposed to it.
Well, if he saw an opportunity of getting a better
Act he would take advantage of it. He was
quite prepared to say that the Act had worked
better than he had anticipated, but it was far
from being a perfect Act, and it was the
duty of the Committee to make it as good an Act
as it possibly could be made. Difficulties would
have to be faced in reference to raising money
for roads and bridges, and there must be heavy
taxation some day in order to get the roads in
an efficient state for traflic in closely settled dis-
tricts. He did not see where the money was to
come from except by heavy taxation, and there-
fore he was anxious to see as great an improve-
ment in the Act as could be brought about. One
of his ideas was that there should be a new Act
constituting new boards, embracing a larger aren
and therefore worked at less expense.

The Howy, Sir T. McILWRAITH said he
was very glad to hear that the hon. gentleman
was o convert to the principle of local self-
government, although ncbody would have be-
lieved it from his action in regard to the vote
under discussion. The hon. member was one of
those heppy individuals who believed that if
they got a Government to favour them when
they applied to it they were all right. The hon.
member contemplated the time when there would.



1700 Supply.

have to be heavy taxation to vepair roads and
hridges that had been washed away by floods,
And how would he get over that heavy taxa-

tion” By approaching the Govermwent who
had & big money-bag and getting a shave

of the money out of that big hag. But
how did he think the (overnmnent vot the
money to fill their big bag? By taxation, of
course, of the whole people. When they
enunciated the principle of local self-government
they put the burden on the shoulders of the
right people. The people themselves spent the
money in the places where it was wanted, and
the people interested in the spending of it had
to raise it. The hon. gentleman seemed to
think that the big Government money-bag cost
nobody a farthing to fill it, The hon. member
did not get out of the difficulty hy shunting
the pauyment on to the Grovernment; the money
had to be raised by the Giovernment from the
people.  He (Sir T. McIlwraith) would have liked
if the hon. member for Stanley had been in
his (Sir T. McIlwraith’s) place and had seen the
smile on the face of the Minister for Works when
he expressed the hope that the £15,000 would
not be all spent. The Minister for Works knew
that it would be seized within a week; and
no doubt he had promised already a great deal
more than £15,000, and was prepared to put
down an additional sum in the Supplementary
Estimates.  And yet the hon. member for
Stanley contemplated the Minister for Works
leaving a part of it as a reserve for his suc-
cessor ! There was not the slightest chance of
that. The member for Stanley was quite right
in saying that when the Local Govern-
ment Act passed in 1879 there was a general
idea  throughout the House —and it had
been certainly favoured by himself (Sir T.
Mcllwraith) —that some arrangement would
bhe made, by which the main roads of the
colony would be made specially and supported
by the central Government. That was con-
sidered practicable at the time, and he adwitted,
as he had done all through, that possibly the
Local Government Act had on that ground
received a certain amount of support. But that
support was not received on false pretences, for
the difficulty that arose in defining the main
roads was a difficulty unforeseen, not only hy
himself, but by all the members of the House.
How did that difficulty arise? Why, because
every road leading out of Brishane was claimed
at once to be a mail or main road, and there-
fore to be exempt from the Local Government
Act. Then they had to recousider the position,
with the result that several Acts were brought
in  amending the Local Government Act,
all having the same tendency-—that was, to

saddle the responsibility for roads and
bridges on localities as fairly as possible
in proportion to their legitimate liability.

If there was a big bridge which happened
to be in a particular division, and was used by
people passing through that division to reach
other localities, special provision was made
under the United Municipalities Act for taxing
those people for that bridge. They got over
the difficulty as well as they possibly could,
and they did get over the difficulty except
in some cases where the bridge was so large
a8 to be regarded as a national work., But the
£15,000 in the vote under discussion wasxnot pro-
posed for the purpose of getting over such a ditfi-
eelty, but to enable the Minister of Works to
subsidise divisions entively at his diseretion and
according as he thought them worthy vecipients
of the monev,  The Minister for Works was nnt
confined to any particular class of works; it
might be 2 work that coxt £10 or £10,000. Tt was
gimply t- eneble divieional boards to get cut of
Qhexr-‘finan cia) difficulties, Thatwasa powver which
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should not be placed in the hands of any Minister
for Works, It was not a right principle to go on.
They ought not to anticipate the impecuniosity
of any board, or to admnit that the Local Gov-
ernment et would not work in any particular
division of the coleny. The present vote implied
that theve were places where it would not work
properly, and they were asked to place power in
the hands of the Minister for Works to smooth
it down by a special grant of noney. The
smoothing process should not be left in the
hands of the Minister ; because the way to make
the Act work well was not by means of Gov-
ernment patronage, but by judicious help given
by the House. [f left to the uncontrolled dis-
cretion of the Minister for Works, it simply
tended to the perpetuation of the old vicions
system of central government.

Mr. KELLETT said he was pleased to hear
the hon, member for Mulgrave admit that when
the Divisional Board~ Bill was passing through
the House many hon. members were induced to
support it under the belief that main roads
would be maintained by the Government out of
general revenue, and not out of local rates. The
hon. wember also said that provision was made
in the United Municipalities Bill that where a
main road ran through three or four divisions the
cost of maintaining it should be paid equitably
by them all. But that had never, to his know-
ledge, been done. The only cases of joint action
he had met with was where a creek separated
two divisions, and they had agreed to repair
the bridge between them. In the division of
which he was a member, there were forty
miles of main road—it was the main road of the
colony—and the trafficthat wentoverit came from
eight or nine divisions, When a bridge on that
road was required, the late Government very
properly decided that it should be built out of
general taxation. When the other divisions
were asked to help in the work they simply
refused ; if they had contributed their share there
would have been no need to apply to the Gov-
ernment at all. He mentioned that to show
that the United Municipalitics Act had not had
the beneficial effect which some hon. members
seemed to imagine. With regard to the dis-
tribution of the present vote, they mnust rely
upon the Minister for Works acting fairly and
spending the money in a proper way. It was not
a very excessive sum to give him the sole contra]
over.

Mr. NORTON said he could bear out what
had been said, that it was intended by the late
Government, that the main roads of the colony
should be kept in repair out of general revenue.
When the Act of 1882 was passing through the
House, an attempt to define a main road was
made by so accomplished a draftsman as the
present Premier, and his definition was adopted
and embodied in the 31st section of the Act ; but
when the Act came to be put into operation it
was found that according to that definition there
were no main roads in the colony. 7There had
since been found one or two ‘“excepted ” roads,
but the attempt to define a main road signally
failed. With respect to the present vote, he
believed the Minister for Works intended
to distribute it fairly and properly amongst

the boards that really requived i, But
“the proof of the pudding is in the
eating.” When a deputation ence waited upon

the Minister for Works he told them that as
they had large sums at their disposal they
should have ne share in the £15,000 granted last
year ; but after a time the hon. gentleman got
sc bothered and pestersd that he chopped up
the vote intc squal! portions, and told every
division in ths colony, rickh and noor, to take its

] shaye and be thankful, That was where the
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hon. member admitted having made a mistake.
No doubt the hon. gentleman intended to profit
from past experience ; but the pressure had not
been put on yet, and when it was put ou he
might make another mistake. The hon. gentle-
man was not always so firm as he used to be.
and in some weak moment he might allow boards
to share in the money which were not entitled to
dn s0, Some hon. members seemed to think that
the object of the vote was to relieve boards that
had fallen into financial difficulties; but that
was not the way in which the money should be
expended. The Minister for Works had told
them that of the £10,000 voted for excepted roads
unly £5,000 had been expended. He assumed
that the other £5,000 had not been allowed to

lapse,
The MINISTER FOR WORKS : It hax
lapsed.

Mr. NORTON said he did not see what was
the use of allowing it to lapse. He would like
to know where the roads were on which that
£5,000 had been expended, and how much had
been expended upon vach?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he
understood the hon. member to refer to the
excepted roads. The Cooktown to Maytown
road got £1,800; Port Douglas to Herberton,
£1,500 ; Port Douglas road £500, and Johnstone
River Division £525. The last was promised, he
helieved, by the hon. member for Blackall, or
perhaps by the hon, member for Port Curtis him-
self. The hon. member knew that dry seasons
wore very good road-makers, and, therefore,
the whole of the inoney had not been ex-
pended.  With reference to the £15,000 vate,
showld the Clommittee think proper to grant it
he would willingly do the hest he could towards
expending the money in a proper way, but if they
Jid ot choose to vote it he wonld be saved from
uw very troublesome and unpleasant job. There
had been so many appeals made for assistance
to build bridges that he was bound to promise to
place £15,000 on the Fstimates, and if the country
voted it he should endeavour to assist the boards
to the best of his ability, but if the vote was
vefused he had nothing whatever to say. He
knew well that the moment the vote was passed
applications would pour in from all directions ;
but he had learned some experience in distri-
huting the last £15,000, and he thought he
should be able to deal with the present sum in
a much more beneficial way.

Mr. NORTON said he could quite sympathise
with the hon. member, because he knew he had
a great deal of trouble over the vote. But the
hon. member had grown older and wiser,
though not very much. With regard to the
excepted roads, it was no use the hon. member
trying to put the Johnstone River Board
business on him (Mr. Norton), and say that
he had promised the money. His hon. friend,
the member for Blackall, might have promised
to get the grant made; and a deputation
had waited oun him (Mr. Norton) with an appli-
cation to ineclude the Johnstone River road
among the excepted roads under the Act. He
thought at the time they were entitled to the
request being granted, and he promised them,
it 1t were, they should have the stun of money
asked for to Thelp them in the expenses
they had incurred. TIn all of those applica-
tions, before they were replied to, they were
sent to the Lands Office in order that it might
be proved there whether the roads were really
“excepted roads” under the Act, and when
the report canie at last it turned out that the
-Johnstone River road was not an excepted road.
He had told the board plainly how matters
stood, and that he could not undertake to get
the money. That was how the matter stood
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when he left office, so that whatever promise
was made must have been previous to that
time. It was not mentioned as a distinet
prowmise, but simply that the hon. member for
Blackall had undertaken to represent the matter
to hiw, and on inquiry it was found that under
the Act the money could not be granted.  With
regard to the Port Douglas voad, he did not
know whether it came under the heading of ““ex-
cepted roads,” but he knew the division had got
a great deal of money out of the vote for roads
for goldfields. Tf the hon. gentleman looked
back to a return that was furnished the session
hefore last, he would find that out of the ditferent
votes for roads to goldfields, Port Douglas got
over £10,000. He could quite understand the
hon. member falling into an error, but he thought
Port Douglas was scarcely entitled to so much.
The Port Douglas board had tried to get the
(tovernment to pay the cost of a road quite near
the town ; and {t had been represented that M.
Magcrossan had promised that the Government
would pay the necessary sum. There was some
mistake about that, for he was sure the hon.
member did not make such a promise. He
would like to know now whether that was the
money they had now got under the heading of
“excepted roads”?

The MINISTER ¥FOR WORKS said the
Johnstone River Board must have taken advan-
tage of his simplicity, because they told him
that a promise had been made that £525 should
be granted as a matter of course. He was de-
sirous of fulfilling the promises made by the late
Government, but he had now come to the con-
clusion that his simplicity had been taken
advantage of.

Mr. NORTON said he would remind the hon.
gentleman of a promise he made that the next
Loan Estimoates shonld include a railway from
Bundaberg to Gladstone. The hon. gentlemaun
said that the promise of the late (Govermment
should be fulfilled to the very letter ; and he led
the people up there to believe that.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: Never

Mr, ARCHER said that the hon. gentleman
might very well withdraw the vote ; whenever
bridges were wanted, such as that over the
Pioneer, the House would, he was suve,
always be prepared to vote the necessary
money. That was the way in which assistance
should be given to divisional boards. Let the
hon, gentleman become acquainted with the
works that were necessary and bring down a
schedule to the House, and there was little
doubt they would be agreed to. That would
relieve the Minister of an immense deal of
trouble, and would be a far more legitimate
way of assisting divisional boards than by voting
a lump sum in that way.

Mr. STEVENS said that last session a sum of
£2,500 was voted for making a road from Talle-
budgera to the border. He bad ascertained that
the sum was not quite sufficient to complete the
road. He would like to know the intentions of
the Government with regard to it.

The MINTISTER FOR WORKS said it was
understood the money would complete the road.
He was not in the habit of spending money with-
out a cause, and he should make no promise
that an additional vote would he put on the
Supplementary Kstimates. The man who was
sent down there was told that he was to com-
plete the work for the money voted; and he (the
Minister for Works) did not feel disposed to yive
any wore.

Mr. STEVINS said he had no doubt the man
was told to complete the road for the money ;
but the completion of a road meant putting it
in a serviceable condition, A road ecould be
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made for a horseman to go over; but there
was a track of that sort. The money was
voted to make a good road that vehicles could go
over. The New South Wales Government had
spent £9,000 or £10,000 in making a road.
They spent £6,000 or £7,000 in making a road
from the Tweed to the top of the range. It was
then discovered that it would strike the border
in an unsuitable place for the Queensland road
to meet it ; and the Government made four miles
more in a more suitable place, in the firm belief
that the Queensland Government would construct
a good road to meet it. The road was for the
benefit of Queensland, and Brisbane more par-
ticularly ; because a large proportion of the
Tweed trade came to Brisbane. A sum of £500
was required to complete the road ; and he
thought the Government should grant it as a
national work, apart from the fact of keeping
faith with the Government of New South
Wales.

The PREMIER said his attention had been
called to that matter for the first time that day,
when he had seen the papers for the first time.
It appeared that in July, 1882, the Premier of
New South Wales, Sir Henry Parkes, wrote to
the Queensland Government on the subject,
pointing out that they had already spent £5,000
on the road, and were making a bridge to cost
£1,800. He also pointed out that they had gone
a considerable distance further than might be
called their half of the road, and asked
the Queensland Government to complete
it.. On that there was a note by the
hon. member for Townsville, then the Minis-
ter for Works, to the effect that such works
were then carried out by local authority, and
the general Government could not be chargeable
for making the road. That was in October,

882. A new Government came into office in
New South Wales, and the application was
renewed in a letter written by Mr. Stuart,
who called attention to the previous correspon-
dence, reminded the Government that the road
was in progress, and requested that steps be taken
to meet it. He (the Premier) had not got the
formal reply to that; but there was a minute
by Sir T. MecIlwraith stating that it seemed to
be quite an exceptional case. There was then
a note by the Minister for Works (Mr. Norton),
which was communicated to the Government of
New South Wales, that £2,500 should be placed
on the Estimates to meet the expense. He in-
ferred from the correspondence that the Queens-
land Government were committed to the com-
pletion of the work. If that should turn out to
be correct, then the additional money required
could be taken out of the vote now before the
Committee. If the credit of the country was
concerned, then of course the work would have
to be completed ; and on that he would make
further inquiry.

The Hon. J. M. MACROSSAN said that he
thought the hon. member for Logan had made
out a very good case, supplemented as it was by
the correspondence referred to by the Premier.
‘Whatever amount of money the road cost, it
should be completed, because if not completed
the amount that was first expended would very
likely be lost when the first flood took place. So
that not only forthe purpose of fulfilling an engage-
ment with New South Wales, but in the interests
of Queensland, the road ought to be completed.
They looked upon the junction of the Queensland
and New South Wales railways as a matter of
national importance, and it was equally im-
portant that their main roads should be joined.
He was glad to hear that the hon. Premier
thought it should be done. He took exception
to what had fallen from the hon. member for Port
furtis, The Part Douglas road was an excepted
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road within the meaning of the Act, and was
fully entitled to the aid it received; he was
certain that the hon, Minister for Works would
not give it a penny more than it was en-

titled to. He expected that the hon. member
for Blackall was going to make a clean

breast of all his sins of omission and commission
with regard to the Johnstone River board, and
he was rather amused to hear the Minister for
Works and the hon. member for Port Curtis
talking between them about the promise that
was made. The promise was made a long time be-
forethe hon. member for Port Curtis was in office;
it, was made when he (Hon. J. M. Macrossan)
was in office. It was the hon. member for
Blackall who made the promise, and under what
conditions he made it he did not know.

Mr. ARCHER said he believed he brought it
up; he knew his hon. friend too well to make
any distinet promise, and all he could do was to
promise that he would lay the matter before the
Minister for Works. He knew nothing about
where the road would go, and promised that
he would recommend it for the favourable con-
sideration of the hon. member for Townsville.
He did not wish to prolong the discussion.
If the hon. Minister for Works would con-
sider the bridges that were required to be
made during the recess, and bring up a
schedule of them and ask for the money, and
construct them in cases where the divisional
boards could not do it, it would be an infinitely
better plan, and much more satisfactory to the
hon. gentleman, and to the country. He
moved that the vote be reduced by the sum
of £15,000.

Mr, STEVENS said that before the motion
was put he wished to have an answer. Did
the hon. Minister for Works intend to provide
a sum of money to finish the Tallebudgera
road ?

Mr. NORTON said it was quite understood
that the Government should provide the
whole of the money for the completion of that
road.

The PREMIER said that he had only seen
the papers that afternoon, and his colleague had
not seen them at all. He wished to see the
letter written to the Colonial Secretary of New
South Wales, If, as he inferred, a promise was
made the Government were bound to complete
the road.

Question — That the item of £15,000 be
omitted from the vote—put and negatived.

Mr, BLACK said he thought the Minister for
Works would have conceded to the motion, as
he had said that he was indifferent as to whethev
it passed or not. He admitted that it was =z
source of considerable trouble and inconvenience
to him. In addition to the vote, there was a
sum of about £2,500 still unexpended from the
previous £15,000, which was expended in such
an extraordinary manner. Althoungh the Minister
for Works had promised to hehave better in
future, he hoped he would really see that the
money was not expended in the reckless way it
wasbefore. Ifthat vote was togive the hon. gentle-
man so much anxiety and trouble, how was he
going to portion out the £100,000 which was on
the Lwan Estimates? Was that vote tuo be
passed also without a schedule? He regretted
that the hon. gentleman had not allowed the
vote to be withdrawn, It was not a safe vote
to entrust to any Minister, and after the weal-
ness that the hon. gentleman bad displayed in
the expenditure of the £15,000 last year, it
would have been far better to have excised the
vote altogether.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS
never pmmised to withdraw the vote.

said he
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Mr. NORTON: You said you wished the
Committee would cut it out.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he
would take good care that the hon. gentleman
wonld not get on the weak side of him.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said he was
certainly under the impression that the hon.
gentleman said he would be very glad to be rid
of it, and it was with that idea that the hon.
wemnber for Blackall moved its omission. Since
the hon, gentleman had chosen to have the vote
remain upon the Kstimates, he would ask him
how he was going to determine which of the
bridges that would be applied for he would
erect? He had only one officer, who was already
well oceupied with his ordinary work., He was
afraid the hon. gentleman would require an
additional staff,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the
hon. member knew very well that some roads in
the North had no bridges at all, and they had a
right to some consideration.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said he knew
many roads in the South as well asthe North on
which he could spend the money very advan-
tageously—in the North, especially, there were
very few bridges of any importance. What he
wanted to know was whether the Minister thought
the one officer was capableof advising intelligently
about the matter in addition to his divisional
board work, If there were to be a great many
small bridges in different parts of the colony,
he very likely would not be able to do it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said that
officer would be available to inspect and advise ;
and he would be able to ascertain from him
exactly how the divisional boards were situated.

Question, as amended, put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. W,
Miles), in moving that a sum of £25,288 be
granted for salaries and contingencies in
connection with Goldfields, said there was
an increase in the vote of £4,860. There
was an apparent increase of £100 for the
warden at Gladstone; but that amount was
down on the Supplementary Estimates last year,
There was £50 down for the gold warden at
Rockhampton, who had recently had a consider-
able increase of duty. There was also a sum
amounting to £60 for the mining registrars at May-
town and Charters Towers in lieu of fees. £3,000
was down as an increase on the vote for prospect-
ing for gold, and there was also £2,000 in aid of
schools of mines. He did not know whether they
would be beneficial or not, but, in his opinion, it
was as well to give them a trial. A sum of £400
which had been on the Estimates year after year
for the Northern goldfields, but had never heen
expended, was owmitted, and also £150 for two
black trackers.

Mr. NORTON said he thought, that while the
hon. member was giving increases, he might have
put another £50 down for the gold warden at
Gladstone.  He had a very low salary, and had
to do his work under very difficult circumstances.
He had occupied the same position in Victoria
for a number of years, and was a very capable
man. He hoped the hon. gentleman would take
the case into consideration, and give that officer
an ‘increase the next time he was dealing with
the salaries. He would like to know something
about the mining surveyors. Could the hon. the
Minister for Mines give any information as to the
work they were doing ? There was one at Gympie,
and another at Charters Towers. He knew
they began very well; but he had not heard
anything about them for some time. He
would be glad if the Minister for Mines could
give some information to guide the Cowmmittee
as to the work they had heen carrying out,
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The MINISTER FOR MINES said there
was one mining surveyor at Maytown, one at
Charters Towers, one at Gympie

Mr. NORTON : Are there three now ?

The MINISTER ¥OR MINES said there
were four altogether,

Mr. FOXTON said he would like to call the
attention of the Minister for Mines to the item
¢ Prospecting for gold,” which was increased
from £2,000 to £5,000. He had understood from
the hon. member that the extra £3,000 had been
put down for the purpose of prospecting for mine-
rals other than gold, and that it was proposed by
him to reduce the estimate by £3,000 and place
it on the Supplementary Estimates instead ; that
it was merely by a slip in the office that the
£5,000 had been put under the head *‘ Prospecting
for gold.”

Mr, NORTON : It is all the same.

Mr. FOXTON said that tin and gold were
very different things, and if a reward was offered
for prospecting for gold, and tin or copper were
found the men would have a very poor show if
they expected to be paid out of that sum, He
hoped he had understood the Minister for Mines
aright.

The MINISTER FOR MINES said the hon.
member was quite right. It was intended that
£2,500 should be given for prospecting for gold,
and an equal amount for other minerals.

Mr. NORTON said it came practically to the
same thing ; that was to say, if the Minister for
Mines carried out the old plan of giving £1
subsidy for every &1 subscribed. The prospec-
tors went out to look for gold, and in doing so
they came across tin or copper or other minerals.
It was known as “tiddle-winking.”

Mr. FERGUSON asked if it was the intention
of the Minister for Mines to appoint a gold
warden for Rockhampton. He saw there was
£60 for a gold-warden there. He believed that
at the present time the duties were performed by
the police magistrate ; but surely in a town like
Rockhampton he had quite enough to do on the
bench, without acting as gold-warden.  The
goldfield at Rockhampton was very extensive,
and the mining population was increasing very
fast, and there was great dissatisfaction at the
want of a warden. He hoped the matter would
receive consideration.

The MINISTER FOR MINES said that an
experienced mining registrar had been sent up
to assist the police magistrate at Rockhampton,
and he was perfectly satisfied for the present.
If the goldfield increased there a warden would
be appointed.

Mr. FOXTON said he was glad to have the
assurance of the Minister for Mines that a
portion of the £5,000 would be available for
prospecting for other minerals than gold. He
wanted to have the matter fair and straight and
none of the ‘“ tiddle-winking ” referred to by the
hon. member for Port Curtis. He was wellaware
that a great deal had been done by ‘‘tiddle-
winking,” but he did not want that sort of
thing.

Mr. PALMER said that an amount of £1,500
had been put down for a survey of goldfields.
Now, he had a letter from the Lands Depart-
ment informing him that a survey of the
Etheridge Gold Fields, which comprised 10,000
square miles, had been ordered. That was too
large an area for goldfields, and part of it
could be proclaimed for pastoral leases
without interfering in the least with rights
on the goldfields. In regard to the sum
for prospecting for gold, he wowm. like to
know if £3,000 of that sum was to be given for

the discovery of tin, silver, and copper, as well



1704 Supply.

as gold, and if local subscriptions would be
required to show the bona fides of the parties who
were sent out prospecting, He also wanted an
assurance from the Minister for Mines as to
what time the services of the Government Geolo-
gist, Mr. Jack, would be available, as promised,
for the inspection of the Cloncurry and Etheridge
district ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES said that
since he had promised Mr. Jack’s services for
Etheridge and Cloncurry, that gentleman had
been called away to inspect and report on the
goldfield recently discovered at Rockhampton.
He had only lately returned, and was completing
some work he had on hand. As soon as that
work was completed, he (the Minister for Mines)
saw no objection to Mr. Jack going to report on
the Etheridge and Cloncurry Gold Fields. Asto
the survey of the Cloneurry district for pastoral
leases, he would promise to look into the matter,
and do what he could.

Mr, SMYTH said he agreed with the hon.
member for Carnarvon that other miners besides
gold miners had a claim to a portion of the
£5,000 vote. There was no deep sinking in
Queensland, and it cost very little to prospect
for alluvial. A new departure should be taken
n the distribution of the £5,000. Some assis-
tance should be given to miners to go deeper—
whether for gold, tin, copper, or any other
niineral. In Victoria, where sinking was sub-
sidised, the custom was to give, not a lump
sum, but 10s. for every £1 -expended in miners’
wages ; nothing was allowed for the erection
of machinery or office work. He was rather
surprised to hear that they wanted a gold
commissioner at Gladstone at a large salary.
There was very little about the Gladstone
goldfields in the newspapers, and he did not think
they were so large as to require a commissioner
at a high salary.  When he asked the late
Minister for Mines for a geological survey of the
Gympie (rold Field, he was told to wait until
the survey of the Gladstone (iold Field was
completed. The gold taken from one retort at
Gympie was more than all the gold produced at
Gladstone, and it seemed absurd that Gympie
was to play second fiddle to a place like Glad-
stone. With regard to Rockhampton, he could
assure the hon. member for that town that the
Mining Registrar there was as good as any com-
missioner in Queensland ; he was areally practical
man, There was on the Estimates an item of
£50 for the powder magazine keeper at Gympie.
Excepting Charters Towers, there was a greater
quantity of explosives stored in the Gympie
magazine, than at all the other goldfields in the
colony. When he was there last, the quantity
amounted to between twenty-five and thirty tons ;
the building was not fenced in, and it was sur-
ronnded by dead timber. Another small build-
ing was needed to keep the dynamite separate
from the other explosives. Some experts from
Great Britain and Germany had been at Grympie
lately, and they had stated that dynamite should
be kept at a regular temperature, and that certain
rules and regulations regarding it shounld be
insisted nupon. A salary of £30 was not sufficient
for any man; the last occupant of the office
starved upon 1t, and had to eke out a livelihood
by collecting dehts and doing clerical work ; the
salary should be at least £100 a year. The salary
of the powder magazine keepers at Brisbane were
£200 and £96 ; at Maryborough, £110; at Rock-
hampton, £120 ; and at Townsville, £120. He
hoped the Minister for Mines would see that the
powder magazine keeper at Gympie was paid a
proper salary for his work. If through careless-
ness an explosion of twenty or thirty tons of
dynamite took place it would blow the town to
atoms.  There was another matter he would call
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attention to, and that was the necessity for a
lithographed plan of the Gympie Gold Field.
Purchasers at a distance did not know what they
were buying into, whereas, if plans could be
bought for 2s. 6d. or 3s. at the Government
Printing Office, they could always keepthemselves
well informed. Names were very misleading,
and with a good plan people would not be *“ had”
50 often as was now the case. The Surveyor at
Gympie was doing very good work, but hisclerical
work was frequently interrupted. At the court-
house there was a bit of a corner partitioned off
for the Mining Surveyor, but whenever the court
was held he had to clear out. Mr. Rosser was
accommodated in a side room in the same build-
ing, but he had to vacate it whenever the judge
went to Gympie, as it was wanted for the jury
room, What was wanted was a proper survey
office, especially as the work of the Mining Sur-
veyor was very heavy. Those recommendations,
he could assure the Minister for Mines, were all
genuine, and if he only got half what he asked
for now, he would be content to wait till next
year for the other half.

Myr. NORTON said the Mining Surveyor at
Gympie certainly onght to have an office, and he
wondered the hon. member had not brought
forward the matter before. Mr. Rosser was
appointed on the recommendation of Mr. Jack,
and that was a sufficient recommendation for an
appointment of that kind. With regard to the
(ladstone Goldfields Commissioner, that gentle-
man held two offices, both of which were badly
paid. In addition to being goldfields commis-
sioner, he was also Crown lands Dbailiff, both of
which offices involved a great deal of travel-
ling. The reason why the survey of the
Gladstone Gold ¥ield had priority over that
of Gympie was easily explained, When the
Assistant (reologist was appointed, he at ance
applied that that officer should be sent to report
on the districc he represented. The then
Minister for Mines (Mr. Macrossan) promised
that as soon as the Assistant Geologist arrived, he
should be sent to the Port Curtisdistrict. He did
not arrive until after the present Government
succeeded to office, when the Minister for Mines
carried out the promise that had been made
to him by his predecessor. Now, that was what
happened as regarded the Assistant Geologist who
wax sent to that district. The promise was
made by the present Minister, who intended it
to be carried out. Gympie was, however, en-
titled to every consideration, because he did not
think any town in the colony had rendered such
service as it had. Gympiehadbeen asort of milch
cow—not the only one, but a very useful one.
With regard to the prospecting vote, he could
not agree with the member for Carnarvon, The
arrangement that he presumed was still carried
on, was instituted by the Hon. Mr, Macrossan,
that for every #£1 subscribed the Government
shonld give £1; but the reason for not
making the reward applicable to all sorts of
niining was, that if that was done men would be
encouraged to look for minerals in places where
it would not pay to work them. They might
go out and look for minerals, but it would not
pay to work them. What was the good of that?
Of course where gold was found it generally paid
to worlt it, but if copper was found, although the
prospectors, perhaps thought it would pay, it was
afterwards found to be a failure. Therefore to
encourage that kind of thing was te encourage
the expenditure of money which would prove
unproductive. But when prospectors saw that
they would get the reward they would go out nomi-
nally looking for gold, and all the time be looking
for somethingelse, Hewanted to ask the Minister
for Mines when he would be in a position to
furnish the House with a report of the country
which had been gone over by the Assistant
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Geologist. He had been out for some months,
and of course they always wanted to know what
work he was doing; and it would be a great
advantage if the Minister asked him to make a
progress report, and he could furnish his annual
report afterwards.

The MINISTER FOR MINES said he had
no objection to calling for a progress report to
see what the Assistant Geologist was doing. He
was very anxious to know himself. = With
reference to the increase of salary for the Surveyor
at (ladstone, he thought as Gladstone was a
perfect paradise, and there was so little to do,
£350 was a very good salary. The hon. member
for Gympie had referred to the vote of £50 for a
magazine keeper. That appointment happened
to be vacant just now, and he had had, he did
not know how many applications for it, so that
he saw no reason for paying an additional £100
when men could be got to undertake the work at
the present salary. Gympie was no doubt a very
important place, but he did not feel justitied in
wasting money., With reference to the surveyor
spoken of, he no doubt would be sent upon the
field as soon as practicable.

Mr. SMYTH said he was sorry to hear there
were so many applicants at £50 a year for the
position of magazine keeper. At present the
place was in a very dangerous position, being
unfenced and surrounded by a lot of dead wood.
If a man was appointed at say £2 5s. a week, he
could keep the place in order and fence in the
ground. The Government derived a revenue
from the magazine, and he thought they could
now afford to spend a little more money upon it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES said he would
see that the Warden’s attention was called to the
state of the magazine, for it would be a very
serious matter if anything happened to it. He
did think that £30 was rather a small salary to
pay for looking after such an important place,
and he would see that a competent man was
appointed to take charge of it.

Mr. MIDGLEY said he felt constrained to
say something in order to keep awake. He
really thought it was a dangervous thing to
entrust the position of magazine keeper to any
man who was willing to look after it for €50 a
vear. It was not often he went on that tack, but
he thought the rmember for Gympie had made
out a very good case. There were sure to be, in
a place like Gympie, a number of “swipers,” and
men who had failed in everything else and had
shown very little regard for their own lives, who
would be most ready to take care of the lives
of other people. He would like to say that he
was glad to have an opportunity of putting in a
word for Gympie. He had no town in his electo-
rate to push the claims of, and he had listened
to what bad been said about the rival claims and
status of the different towns in the colony. A
great deal of nonsense had been uttered, of
course, but he spoke disinterestedly, and he said
that there was no town which had been so
shamefully neglected by all Governments, up to
the present date, as the town of Gympie.
The public buildings, reserves, and everything
belonging to it that the Government had any-
thing to do with were utterly discreditable. He
believed if there had been more loafers and more
hangers-on there to the Government it would
have been far better treated ; but because it was
full of working bees—men who produced some-
thing, and did hard, honest, useful work—very
little had been done for the place by any Govern-
ment. There was no town in the colony that
had not heen more liberally treated.

Mr. FOXTON said he did not agree with the
hon, member for Port Curtis when he stated
that the inclusion of minerals; other than gold,
in that vote was calculated to lead to 4 waste of
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public money. The hon. member appeared to
have forgotten that the persons who employed
men to look for minerals would have to sub-
scribe £1 for £1, and they were not likely to
waste their own money for the purpose of
wasting public money.  The remarks which
fell from the hon. member for Gympie
were worthy of consideration — he alluded
especially to that portion of the hon. member’s
speech 1n which he referred to the system
adopted in Vietoria not long ago of making
advances for the purpose of helping people to
sink to great depths. A sum of £20,000 was
voted for that object; and the money was
advanced on the system of £1 for £1, or 10s,
to £1. It frequently happened that men
sank to great depths without any results, and
thongh they had very good prospects, they
had not the means to go further ; conse-
quently they had to throw up their ground,
and leave it to someone else to reap the benefit
of their labour. Tt seemed a fair thing, therefore,
for the Groverninent to step in and say, * If you
can prove your bona fides, we will help you to
reap the benefit of your toil.” Of course a con-
dition was imposed that if the mine became
payable the first proceeds should go towards
reconping the money advanced by the Govern-
ment. Out of the £20,000 advanced, in Victoria,
a certain portion had been repaid, and how
much indirect good had been done, it was, of
course, impossible to say. It was really helping
those who helped themselves.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said the hon.
member seemed to be greatly exercised over that
amount of £5,000 for prospecting. He thought
that what the hon. member for Port Curtis had
said was correct, He knew that votes of a
similar kind had been made for prospecting for
tin ; and it was extremely difficult to prevent it
being done. It had been done in Queensland.
He knew that three or four parties had been
fitted out on that condition of £1 for £1; and he
hoped that system was to be continned, and that
the Minister for Mines would not give any
money without a corresponding amount being
found by the people who wanted to prospect,
because if he did he would soon get rid of it.
Three or four parties had gone out prospecting
for gold, so they said, although he was
morally certain they went prospecting for
tin. Two of them found tin, and the finds
were a great benefit to the colony. The
hon, mémber for Gympie and the hon. member
for Carnarvon had said something about the
applieation of that money on similar conditions
to those which existed in Vietoria, but there was
a great deal to be said on both sides.

Mr. FOXTON: Hear, hear!

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said so small
an amount had been repaid in Victoria that it had
become the same as loans in Queensland. Before
such a system was adopted here they would have
to alter their own policy. If they assisted miners
they would have toassist people in otherindustries,
Assistance would have to be given all round, and
of course, if that was done, it would become &
system of protection. The Minister for Mines,
he understood, stated that one of the registrars
was about to leave.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
mining surveyors.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said there
was one at Charters Towers, one at Maytown,
and one at Gympie; where was the fourth
i stationed ?
i The MINISTER FOR MINES: There are

four mining survevors—one at the Iitheridye,
. one at Maytown, one at Charters Towers, wnd
I one at Gympie.

Omne of the




1706 Supply.

The Hoxn. J. M. MACROSSAN said he
wished to know if any attempt had yet been
made to carry out the survey of the goldfields,
for which a vote of £1,500 had been upon the
Estimnates for some time? It was a very im-
portant matter, and one which had been referred
to by the hon. member for Gympie. They could
not have lithographed plans to distribute
amongst people unless they had a proper survey
made, and the ordinary mining surveyors had no
time to do that kind of work. Their time was
fully occupied in surveying eclaims, either upon
the surface or underneath. A wmining surveyor
would survey the whole field, and people who
wished to buy would have & thorough knowledge
of what they were doing.

The MINISTER FOR MINES said a denu-
tation waited upon him some time ago for the
purpose of getting maps prepared of the various
goldfields, and the mining surveyors had been
requested to prepare them. They had not yet
been able to complete them, because they had
not had time. It was very necessary, if there
was to be a map, that it should be a good one.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN asked if the
hon. gentleman alluded to the ordinary mining
surveyor? There was a sum voted for a special
survey, and it had been on the Katimates for the
last two or three years. It was put on when he
was in office.

The MINISTER FOI MINES said there
were two mining surveyors told off to do the
work.

The How. J. M. MACROSSAN said he was
glad something had heen done to carry out the
ubject of the vote. He would point out that the
work, if done quickly, would be more valuable
than if it were delayed for a long time, as then
people would not reap much benefit from it. A
few days ago the hon. gentleman was asked by
the hon. member for Balonne, if he intended to
have any inquiry made into some statements
made by Warden Lukin at Gympie. He had
been told that there had been about a dozen
petitions sent down to the Minister, asking for
an inquiry ; was that the case ? He did not wish
to know whether there was to be an inquiry,
because the hon. gentleman had already sald
there was not.

The MINISTER FOR MINES said that all
the petitions that had been sent in had been laid
upon the table of the House. Mr, Lukin had
acted very injudiciously, and had drawn compari-
sons between one mine and another, as to their
productiveness. He had requested him not to
interfere in matters concerning the value of a
mine, He also made some remarks regarding
mining brokers, but no names were mentioned,
and there was nothing to inquire into.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said he
quite agreed that Mr. Lukin had acted inju-
diciously ; but nothing more than that. He did
not see what could come of an inquiry; but
he had been told that there were fourteen
petitions. He saw that in the Mineral Lands
Department there was a mining surveyor at
Herberton, a mining registrar, and an assistant
clerk, What was that assistant clerk to do?
He also saw that it was a new appointment.
Why was that appointment made, and what
possible work could there be for that clerk
todo?

The MINISTER FOR MINES said it had
been represented to him that an assistant clerk
was required as there was a considerable amount
of work to be done at Gympie.

The Hox. J. M, MACROSSAN :
Herberton.

The MINISTER FOR MINES said that Mr,
Carrington was clerk of petty sessions as well,

This is
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The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said the
mining registrar and the clerk of petty sessions
were one individual before. Now they had an
extra clerk, which was really an additional ap
pointment.

Mr. MELLOR said he thought the claims of the
hon. member for Gympie were very moderate, and
should be conceded. They all knew that Gympie
had done a great deal for the colony. Since its
cominencement he supposed it had turned out
considerably over 1,000,000 ounces of gold, and it
had given employment to a considerable amount
of labour. There was something in what the hon.
member for Townsville said, that the wants of
G ympie had not been properly attended to by either
the present or the past Governments. What had
been given had been doled out with a very slack
hand. With reference to the plan of the gold-
field which was being prepared, he might say that
had seen it about a fortnight ago, and when
finished it would be of great service to the whole
colony. It contained a great deal of informa-
tion that would be useful, not only to the people
of Gympie, but to all who dealt in Gympie
stock. They would know exactly the depths of
the different shafts, the strata, and the breaks,
which often interfered considerably with the
lodes. When completed and lithographed, it
would be of very great service.

Mr. T. CAMPBELL said the hon. member
who spoke last seemed to base the importance of
the Grympie Gold Field on the fact of 1,000,000
ounces of gold having been taken out of it.
From the district he had the honour of represent-
ing, there had been over 2,000,000 ounces of gold
taken, and very little attention had been paid to
it by the Government on the whole, He would
like to know how the money put down for
schools of mines was to be distributed. He did
not kumow that at the present moment there
was a school of mines, or even the nucleus of one,
in the colony. There was an attempt made
once to start one at Gympie, but the Govern-
ment threw cold water on the scheme. The
hon., member for Townsville, he thought, was in
office at the time, and his assistance was con-
fidently looked for; but he gave very little
assistance. He (Mr. Campbell) was slightly
connected with the school; and he had no
doubt that, if it had received the slightest
encouragement from the Government, it
would have been of great Dbenefit to the
whole colony, and perhaps the whole of Aus-
tralia. They did not even get the ordinary
concession granted to schools of arts, which
was then 10s. for every £1 subscribed, and
had since been raised to £1 for £1. It was after-
wards amalgamated with the school of arts, and
had now, he thought, ceased to exist. Some time
ago he brought the matter under the notice of
the present Minister for Mines. Watsonville and
Herberton in his district had, he thought, put in
claims for a money grant to start a school of
mines, or something that would perhaps come to
be a school of mines. He would like to
know whether the monev was to be given
to Gympie, to Charters Towers, the Palmer,
the Hodgkinson, or Herberton. He knew the
Watsonville people had made a very liberal
proposition-—that they were willing to subscribe
and start a school of mines if the Government
would support them with £1 for £1. The Govern-
ment said the matter was under consideration,
but would make no definite promise. He
thought the establishment of schools of mines
in the mining districts all over the colony, would
be a great boon ; and he should have been glad
if the vote had heen £5,000 instead of £2,000.
Tt would be the best investment possible in the
mining districts,

Mr. SMYTH said that one reason why the
school of mines had ceased to exist at Gympie
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was that the committee acted foolishly in the
first place. They built the school on another
man’s ground under a five years’ lesse, and when
the term was up the building became the pro-
perty of the owner of theland. All the specimens
were removed to the school of arts ; and ifever a
school of mines were started they would have a
good collection as a nucleus. With reference to
the district represented by the hon. member for
Cook, it had been a good district, and might be
s0 again; but at present it was nothing like
Charters Towers and Gympie, which this year
would turn out about 120,000 ounces each. He
was very sorry the other morning, when he saw
in the summary for Europe published in the lead-
ing newspaper of the colony, that though the

agricultural, pastoral, and shipping indus-
tries were mentioned, as well as nearly

every other industry of any importance, not
one word was said about the mining industry.
The mining industry was forgotten. The miners
did not wish to make much noise. They had
fought along in a quiet way ; but he thounght,
when u return was being given of the enterprises
of Queensland, the mining industry deserved
recognition at all hands.

Mr. T. CAMPBELL said that the member
for Gympie seemed to doubt his statistics ; but
there was not the slightest doubt about them at
all.  He knew from the Customns returns that
there had been drawn from the district which he
represented—the Palmer and Endeavour fields
—sixty-five tons of gold. He did not think the
hon. member had in his criticism acted fairly
towards the Gympie School of Mines. He
had had the honour to be connected with the
committee of that school shortly after it was
started, and they did the very best that possibly
could be done to establish it on a firm basis,
They took one of the most prominent positions
in the town as a school. Certainly they could
not get it on very good terms, but they took it
for five years, and looked forward to the time
when they should receive Government assistance
to enable them to obtain a better site. At the time
when theirlease was up, the Government left them
in the lurch, and the consequence was that the
building had to be given up and the specimens
handed over to the school of arts. He thought
the hon. member for Wide Bay could bear him
out in what he had said—that the committee
had acted admirably at that time, and that if
they had received the assistance they ought to
have had, that school of mines would have been
in a flourishing position at the present time, and
would have been a credit and a boon to the
whole colony.

Mr, ISAMBERT said there was a considerable
amount of curiosity as to what the school of
mines should be., They should not be placed on
such a loose arrangement as the school of arts.
A school of mines should be established in every
large centre of mining, and the geological and
mining surveyors of the district should be
attached to it. The Government would not, he
thought, overstep liberality if they kept up such
institutions as purely Government institutions,
where the miners could get real information.
The geological and mining surveyors could easily
conduct the schools without interfering with
their other professional duties. He believed very
few members really comprehended the value of
their mining industries. What an amount of
consideration was given, not only in Queensiand
but in the other Australian colonies, to the rais-
ing of public loans, and how anxious they seemed
to be to obtain the good opinion of the British
money-lender! And what did they do for
them? They sent out shoddy goods for the
money borrowed. What had mining done for
Jueensland? Down to the end of the present
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month, the gross yield of gold would be about
5,471,480 ozs., representing a value of twenty and
a-half millions sterling. The whole of it was
real sovereigns, not borrowed sovereigns; real
sovereigns, tor which they did not want to pay
blackmail to British money-mongers. And
what was more—it was known that every ounce
of gold cost as much to raise as it was worth.

The Hox. S1r T. McILWRAITH: Where is
the profit then ?

Mr. ISAMBERT said that that was one of
the problems which statesmen should be able
to solve. And the sooner they solved that
problem the sooner would they compre-
hend the policy of borrowing money. Let
them think of it: twenty millions of actual
value raised out of the soil, and at a cost of
other twenty millions, or a total value of fouty
millions. Hon. members might laugh, but the
time would come when they would have to
study this problem more fully., When he had
last the pleasure of being at the goldfields
he had been truly astonished at the miserable
condition of the court-house at Gympie.
Gympie had yielded a million ounces of gold,
equal to four millions of money. They should
remember what Gympie had done for the colony
in 1866-7, when the crisis came on. It was not
by borrowing money that the colony had been
saved. The rising mining industry had been
their salvation. It was only fortunate for the
indolent GGovernment of the past that the mining
population did not understand the value of the ser-
vices they had rendered to the colony. The gold-
fields really deserved more consideration than
they had received, and he was pleased that the
present Government had recognised its duty in
proposing £2,000 for schools of mines. They
should make those schools regular Government
institutions. The success of agriculture in the
southern part of the colony was solely de-
pendent on the goldfields of the North. Twenty
years hence they would know much more about
mining, and also about agriculture, which like-
wiseraised value from the ground. But if it was
necessary twenty years hence that they wanted
colleges which would teach them how to employ
their skill and industry to the best advantage,
how much more so at present! It was not
when they were grown men that they wanted
schools, but when they were children. And
just now they were children as agriculturists
and as miners, comparatively speaking. He
hoped, therefore, that when the next Kstimates
were brought forward they should have a vote
not only for schools of mines but for agricultural
colleges.

Mr. NORTON said he had no recollection of
having appointed the assistant clerk, as stated
by the Minister for Mines, although if the hon.
gentleman said so no doubt he was right.

The MINISTER FOR MINES said he was
wrong. The assistant clerk was previously paid
from Contingencies, and he was now put on the
Estimates. He presumed the appointment must
have been made before the present Government
came into office.

The Hoxn. J. M. MACROSSAN said the hon.
gentleman had told them that the assistant
clerk was clerk of petty sessions. Was that the
case ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Tt is not
the case. I find the appointment was made on
the 20th November, 1883.

Mr. NORTON : What was he appointed to
do?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T suppose
there was some reason for it at the time; but
hon. members can hardly expect me to hear it in
mind for over twelve months,
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. Mr. STEVENSOX : Ask the Under Secre-
ary.

The MINISTER FOR MINES said that
Mr, Mowbray, the warden, made application for
an assistant, as the clerk of petty sessions was
unable to do the work.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN said he
knew the appointment was made at the instance
of Mr, Mowbray ; and no doubt if that gentle-
man had asked for three clerks at that time he
would have got them. He was confident that
that clerk had no work to do. The work of
mining registrar and clerk of petiy sessions was
ouly one man’s work ; however he would say no
more about it. Under the samme heading he
noticed an item of £450, allowance to com-
missioners and mining registrars. How wmany
commissioners were there

~The MINISTER FOR MINES replied that
thiere was only one commissioner pure and
simple; the remainder were police magistrates
as well,

The Hox. .J. M. MACROSSAN said he agreed
with the hon. member for Rosewood that there
were a great many loose ideas abroad as to what
a school of mines meant ; and those same loose
ideas were evidently held by the Minister for
Mines, if he thought that a school of mines
could be established for £2,000; especially if it was
intended to establish those schools throunghout
the colony. In Victoria, where there were more
miners on one goldfield than in the whole of
Queensland, there was only one school of mines
at Ballarat; but that school of mines required a
large staff, the same as a big college. Tt was
subsidised by the (rovernment to the extent of
£4,000 & year, and additional funds were obtained
from students. There was a regular staff of
lecturers on different, subjects, the same as at
a university. What did the Minister for Mines
expect to do with £2,0007 Tt would be simply
money thrown away. If the hon. gentleman
wanted to establish a real school of mines, he
should put arespectable suimn onthe Bstimates and
get a proper staff. It would be utterly useless to
spend the money in the way proposed. He wonld
not advise the hon. gentlemanto attempt to estab-
lish a school of mines on every goldfield in the
colony. Evenif only three goldfields were selected,
theamountavailable for each would be under £700,
and they would be only a superior kind of
schools of art. It had heen stated to him that
the Minister for Mines had allowed the miners
on the Cloncurry Gold Tield to be deprived of the
reserve which they had for running their horses
and cattle upon. The miners in the north and
north-west, who had not the good fortune to live
in towns, were obliged to keep horses, and
reserves had been set apart for that purpose.
He was informed that the reserve on the Clon-
curry had been taken away from the goldfield
and let to two men for agistment purposes.
‘Was that the case?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1f the
reserve has been taken away, it has not been
taken away by me.

The Hox. J. M. MACROSSAN : 1t could
not have Leen taken away without your know-
ledge.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : I can assure
the hon. gentleman that it has niét been taken
away with my knowledge.

The Hown. J. M. MACROSSAN : If it has
been taken away at all, it must have been done
throngh the Mines Department.

The MINISTER FOR MINES «said the
hon. member was entirely wrong, wherever he
got his information.

Mr. NORTON said it was veported that Mr,
Uhr and someone else had got a lease of the
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reserve for goldfield purposes at Cloncwrry, and
that they were making use of it for travelling
sheep which came there, They took the sheep and
charged agistment, making a very good thing
out of it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said the Clon-
curry Gold Field Reserve was a very lavge one,
and a portion of it had been leased from year to
yeaxr for grazing purposes. He forgot now what
the area was.

The Hox, J. M. MACROSSAN said he did
not see how the Lands Department could lease an
inch of the land without the econsent of the Mines
Department. Application had been made to him
when Minister for Mines, and he was foolish
enough to allow a block to be leased by the Lands
Department. Devonport wasthenameof theblock,
he thought, but it was taken away again when
he had found out what had been done. If the
Lands Department had leased the reserve with-
out the cousent of the Mines Department it was
certainly not legal, and was a very high-handed
proceeding.

The MINISTER FOR MINES said if the
Lands Department had taken away the gold-
fields reserve at Cloncurry ne would take care
that the lease was cancelled. He would takethe
land back again.

Mr. T. CAMPBELL said he had not had an
explanation from the Minister, and insisted upon
having an answer to his question as to how the
£2,000 was to be spentin establishing schools of
mines. The member for Townsville made a
good argument when he said there was only
occasion for one central school of mines, but he
drew his example, which was not a good one,
from Vietoria. There were two schools of mines
there ; a large one at Ballarat and a smaller one
at Sandhurst. Now he wanted to know how
that £2,000 was to be spent? He made applica-
tion to the Minister on hehalf of his constituents
to see if he would subsidise an institution
of the kind on the principle of £1 from the
Governmeunt for every £1 subseribed. The
inhabitants would erect the building and would
find a man who was able to assay and take
charge of the collection of minerals. The
institution would not be very pretentions, but it
would be a nucleus; and he asked the hon.
member for Townsville to recoliect that the
beginning of the Ballarat school was not very
pretentions.  £500 was the grant made by the
Government for the first four years, and it had
since been increased to £4,000.

The Hox, J. M. MACROSSAN; £8,000
altogether, hut £4,000 was what was called a
non-recurring vote.

Mr. T. CAMPBELL asked, if a proposition
for the establishment of a school of mines was
sitbmitted, would the Minister subsidise the
institution on the £1 for £1 system ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES said the hon.
member complained that he did not get an
answer to his question, but he (the Minister for
Mines) had not had an opportunity of speaking.
They had had a long address from the homn.
member for Rosewood on the value of mining
deposits, and other hon, members had spoken
afterwards, so that he had not had an oppor-
tunity to give an answer. It was proposed
to ecommence on a small scale; and whoever
was desirons of establishing a school of mines,
the Government wounld encourage him by subsidi-
sing the institution, but it must be someone who
would take an interest in the matter. He hoped
that would satisfy the hon. member,

Mr. T. CAMPBELL : That is quite satis
factory.
Question put and passed.
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On the motion of the COLONIAL TREA-
SURER, the Cruamyan lett the chair, veported
progress, and obtained leave to sit again to
morrow,

PRINTING COMMITTEE REPORT.

Mr. FRASER, on behalf of the Speaker ax
Chairman, brought up the Ninth report of the

Printing Comumittee, and moved thatit be printed.
Question put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.

The PREMIER: T move that this Houxe do
now adjourn.

The Hox. Sz T. McILWRAITH : What
business will be taken on Monday 7
~ The PREMIER: We propose to proceed with
Sapply.

The House adjourned at twelve minutes tu
11 o'clock.

Jiery Bill,
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