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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Wednesday, 3 Decrmbe1·, 1884. 

Petition.-Formal )iotion.-Additional Sitting Dny.
Uoward and J~undaberg Rnilway.-Supl-Jly-resump
tion of committeee.-Adjournment. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

PETITION. 
Mr. STEVENSON, in the absence of the 

hon. member for Balonne (:Mr. lVIorehead), vre
sented a petition from Henry \V. Bell, repre
senting certain residents of Snrat and district, 
pr>tying that the proposed branch railwa,y to 
St. George shall join the main line at or near 
Yenlba, and moved th>tt the petition be read. 

Question put and passed, >tnd petition read by 
the Clerk. 

On the motion of Mr. STEVKl'\SON, the 
petition was received. 

FORMAL MOTION. 
The following formal motion was agreed to :
By Mr. NORTOK-
'l'hat there be laid on the table of the House, copie;;; 

of all rPgulations and instructions which have lately 
been issued in connection \Vith the comvlete adoption 
of the staff-and-ticket system on the Queensland rail
ways. 

ADDITIONAL SITTING DAY. 
The PREMIER (Hon. S. W. Griffith) said : 

I beg to move-
That during the remainder of the sesgion, unlr$-s 

otherwise ordered, this House will meet for the deRpateh 
of business on Monday in ea.ch week at 3 p.m., in addi
tion to the days alreads appointed for meeting; and 
that Government business do take precedence on that 
day. 
This is not an unusual motion to make towardR 
the close of a session, especially when it is >t 
long one; in fact, at the end of every long sess;on 
the House has found it necessary to sit on 
Monday as well as on Friday. Next week, as we 
know, we lose one day, Wednesday, which is the 
anniversary of the foundation of the colony; so 
th>tt we shall only be able to sit on the ordin>try 
number of days. In the following week, which I 
hope will be the last week Parliament will have 
to sit this sessi<>n, it will most likely be necessary 
to sit on lYionday, as there is a good deal of small 
business to be done; besides the more important 
business th>tt still remains to be disposed of
matters that have to come back from the 
other House, and other very important business 
that has to be dealt with here. I should be 
very glad if the session can be closed before 
this chy three weeks ; and it is in the hope that 
by getting two extra sitting days, and possibly 
three, we may be able to bring about that result 
that I make this motion now. It will be ex-

tremely inconvenient to bon. members to adjourn 
over the Christmas and K ew Year holidays, >tnd 
have two or three d>tys' work to do aJterwards ; 
it will be far better to make an effort to get 
through the work before Christmas. 

'l'he HoN. Sm T. MciL\VRAITH said: 
The Colonial Secretary has given 1m to under
stand that he expects to finish the business of 
this session the week after next. 

The PREMIER : I hope so. 
The HoN. Sm T. JVIuiLWRAITH: We have 

been in session now pretty well on to six months, 
>tnd yet it was only the other day when we ha<l 
placed before us the Loan Estinmte.;.;-when we 
knew what were >tctually the most important 
propositions of the Government. \V e h>tve not 
heard one word from the Colonial Secretnry or the 
'l'reasurer about that ten-million loan estimate, 
and we have simply the bare fi~·ures of the items 
of which the loan is constituted ; but yet the 
Colonial Secretary comes down now and asks us 
to meet here an additional day in th~e week for 
the next two weeks, and finish' the session before 
the end of the year. \Vhy, I cannot under
stand such a proposal ! Does the hon. J.(entle
man think for >t moment that having sat 
here patiently during the last six months, 
>tncl gone through work which was often not of 
a very i1nportant character, we arc nov,: going 
to swallow, without the slightest consideration, 
such irnport>tnt proposals as remain to be 
dealt with-namely, the Land Bill, the amend
ments in which will have to be considered, and 
the ten-million loan-< luring the next two weeks? 
I do not know of what the hon. gentlenum 
can have been dreaming. If he fancies it 
frightens hon. 1nen1bers to have a, session 
after Christn1as he is rnaldng a great 1nistake. 
I for one will do my duty if the session lasts 
until the end of next ye>tr, and it is absurd to 
suppose that we are to shirk our duty because we 
are frightened to sit during the hot months of 
the year to deal with important matters. \Ve 
cannot have the consideration of the Lo>tn 
]~Htimates before us until the week after next, 
and that we should be asked to pass them in one 
week is the most preposterous proposa!I ever he>trcl 
submitted. \V e cannot even pass the Estimates
in-Chief nntil the end of next week, unless the 
Government supporters behave as they have been 
doing all through, and unless the members of the 
Opposition consent to let the items pass without 
discussion. I characterise this session as one in 
which there has not been the least obstruction to 
business. I claim, >tt all events-and I am sure 
the Colonial Secretary will acknowledge it-that 
I have been always forward in assisting the 
Governrnent in getting on with their business. I 
have assisted them prominently in the vassing of 
alrnost every rneasure, and certainly there has 
been nothing that could ever have l1een charac
terised >tS the obstruction of Government 
business. Yet we are asked now to grant an 
>tdditional sitting day in order that the session 
may be brought to a close before Christmas
that we should pass a Loan Bill to the 
extent of ten millions of money, and let 
the Land Bill pass without g'iving recon~i
deration to the important amendments that 
have been made in it. I cannot suppose that the 
Colonial Secretary is serious, but if he is he 
should have told us what be intends to do with 
the Lo>tn Bill >tnd the amendments in the Lane! 
Bill. If he abandons both measums there m>ty 
be some prnSJJect of closing the ~eHsinn before 
Christmas, but the House ought to have some 
indication what the Government intend to do. 
I cannot congratulate the Colonial Secretary on 
the way in which he gets his busines,s through 
the House. If his intention had been to weary 
11R anq disvnst public men with the pub)jc 
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busi•wss, he has succeeded to a certain extent ; 
but with all the facilities that hB has had for 
getting hi~ bur;inesR through, it i~. not creditable 
tu the Government that the busmess stands as 
it does at the present time. 

The COVYcGAL TRgASURJ'R (Hon .• T. R 
DickRon) said : I hope that nothing that has 
fallen from the hon. gentleman will lea~ the 
House to reject the motion of my hon. frtend. 
As the Colonial Secret"ry lms sai<l, we have rlis
lJO~ed of a large arnonnt of busine~R, and \Vith 
what remains to be disposed of we require an 
additiona.l sitting day. Although the necessity 
is much to be regretted-and I am sure ~linisters 
will feel the additional tax rtnite as much as 
other hem. >nembers-still, with the desire to 
]lUsh through public business, I ~h~nk it is right 
that we shonld have another stttmg· day. l•Iy 
hon. friend lms expre"'ed his desire that the 
se>·sion should terminate before Cht·istmas, but 
he lms said nothing that woul<l lead hon. 
mem\1ers to infer thftt the Loan proposals of the 
Uovernrnent or the Land Bill should not receive 
the fullest consideration, even although the de
lmtes tw>y extend over Christmas. \Ve know it is 
desirable that th,, lmsin<e'S of the country sh•mld 
possiLly terminate at an early date, but, if 
nece.--k:ttry, the Governrnent are not at all 
unprepared to meet after Christmas, and 
dispose of the business that remains. How
ever, the n1otinn before us is simply dealing 
with an additional sitting day, and nothing 
hati been said to lead hon. n1en1ber;;; to inutgine 
that the desire to obtain an additional sitting 
rla,y is accompanied with a desire to stifle dis
ctmsion on the important Loan proposals which I 
hope will shortly be submitted by the Govern
ment. The fullest information will be given on 
the occasion, but I do not see why we should 
1wt be able to deal with the remaining im
portant matters within a rea,onable time. 
It rrnut be obvious to !ton. members that 
another sitting rlay is absolutely necessary at 
the present time in order to proceed with the 
Government bnsine3s, and l do not see that my 
hem. friend in any way merits the criticism or 
censure of the hon. member for ~Iulgrave with 
regard to the conduct of J•ublic business. I am 
sure it has been conducted with the greatest 
despatch, while at the same time the hon. mem
ber has, I admit, attempted to expedite business. 
\Vhile we may '"'Y that a fair criticism has been 
extended by the Opposition, yet '"t the same time 
the Opposition have not on this occasion rlone any
thing n1ore than in ordinary sessions to curtail 
debate. It may not be their business to curtail 
debate; but I do not think the business of the 
country has been particularly expedited by them 
as a whole. Cert«inlv it has not been delayed 
throug-h any want of inanagement on the part of 
the Premier. 

The HoN. .J. M. 1\IACIWSSAK said : I 
must tal.;:e exception to what has fallen from the 
Trea"'1rer in saying that the present Opposition 
during the sesr;inn had done no rrwr~ to curtail 
debate than had been done by the Opposition 
during previous sesrdonf3. Such a staten1ent is not 
warranted, and, in fact, is not warranted by the 
records of the House for the last ti ve yea.rs. The 
conduct of the Oppo~itinn a few years ago was very 
different. \Ve have done nothing whatever to 
interfere with the Governn1ent llludne;;.;s, and as 
tbe leader of the Opposition says, we have often 
assisted the Government to further their busineBs, 
~ven although at the same tirne vve were cognisant 
of the fact that the Government had nmzzled 
their own side in a way detrimental to the interests 
of the colony. In hpite of that fact :;taring ns 
in the face, we did no more th>tn the ordinary 
course of debate warranted on any of the !]Ueo
tions thilt Ci\Jr!e before \js, Wh<>t does this l'Xtra 

day mean? According to the Colonial Secre
tary ·s showing, it 1neans only one extra 
day; yet we are to be put to the trouble of 
n1eeting on Monday ; and although we have 
already given the Government th;·ee days for 
their business, they now want four, m order that 
this se:;sion may dose before Christn\as. I wo~ld 
ask the Colonial Secretary what busme<S he m
tends to tinish. He might have tuld us what he 
is aoino· to do. He cert»inly said we were to deal 
with a" few tri vhtl rnattere, and I would like to 
know if he considers the Triennial Parliaments 
Bill a trivial matter, or the Officials in Parlia
ment Bill. He might have told us what his in
tentions are in regard to those two Bills, and the 
Colonial Treasurer might also have told us what 
he intends to do with the Duty on Spirits Bill. 
Not a word has fallen from either hon. gentle
men of their intentions with regard to these 
matters. Then there is another matter which I 
should like to remind the Colonial Secretary 
about. He has been asked by me twice-if not 
three times-this session whether he intended to 
give wme additional members. In answer 
to a proposal made by the hon. member who 
now leads the Opposition in regard to certain 
constituencies which he acknowledged were 
unrepresented, the Premier stated that tlmt 
would be the tir.-;t duty of the new Govern
ment. \Vel!, the new Governn1ent have been 
in office twelve months, and there is no appear
ance of their doing what the hon. gentleman said 
would be their first duty. Does he not acknow
ledo·e now, at the end of the session, the necessity 
of i~1creasing the re1?resentatives in those places 
north and west winch are so utterly unrepre
sented? Here am I, in this House, representing, 
I may say, five times the number of electors of 
fi ,-e members I could pick on the other :;ide
yes, six times the number of electors repre
sented by six members on that side. There 
is scarcely any two members on that side 
that C0ltld be picked out who represent the 
same number of electors that I do. There are 
4,000 electors in the electorate of Townsville ; 
and I should like hon. membero to point out 
two electorates outside the city of Brisbane that, 
together, have the same number. Of course there 
is one-M.itchell ; that is unrepresented also, 
there being only one member for 2,000 electors. 
There are one or two others in the same position 
-the electorate of ~1ulgrave, for instance. But 
they are represented by Opposition members, and 
therefore the Colonial Secretary does not trouble 
about them, RO long as he has a good majority at 
his 'back. I should like the hon. gentleman to 
answer my questions-whether he intends to 
increase the representation of those electorates 
north and west before the end of another year 
at le~.st ; and what Bills he intends to pass 
through Parliament before the end of the eession? 

The PREMIER said : If no other hon. mem
ber desires to speak, l will reply ; but, of cuurse, 
I do not wish to reply till the debate is con
clmled. The leader of the Opposition says that 
the Government have not conducted the busine'8 
of the session properly. That, of course, 
is a matter of opinion. I should like him to 
point to any preceding t:Jession when anything 
like the same "'mount of work has been done in 
the time. He al"' thinks the Opposition have 
rendered great asRi::;tance to the Govenunent. 
So they ha\·e, in ll!any cases; but I cnnnot con
gratulnte them upon the assistance they rendered 
the Go,·ernment on the Land Bill. The time 
occupied with tLat Bill was twice as long as it 
need have been. I do not want to blame them
my de,;ire is that all questions should r10ceive full 
consideration-but I do not think they can plume 
themselves upon the assistance given to the Uov
ernrnent on that Bill. I am quite content to 
flllow my condtwt of bnsiness in this Honse to be 
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udged by results. The hon. gentleman suggE'sted 
hat this motion indic>tted a desire to hurry 

through some most important matters. I have no 
desire to do anythingofthekind; and I think we 
shall have ample time to get over all important 
matters between now and the end of the week 
after next. Just let us see how many days 
we shall have. There is to-day and to
morrow ; that is two days. Then there will 
be three days next week, and four days the 
week after, making nine sitting day~ for Govern
ment business, \Vhich repreRe:nts rnore than a 
n1onth's sitting at the con1mencmnent of a ses
sion. I do not know why, in that time, if we 
transact business at the ordinary rate of progress, 
we cannot dispose of all the business which is 
likely to come before the House. That, of 
course, is reckoning the time up to the end 
of the week after next. At the end of 
the session it is usual to tnke matters into 
consideration in that way, and arrange the 
sittings accordingly. It has been usmtl in (~ueens
land, and it is usual in other colonies. It must 
he remembered that many hon. members live 
long distances away, and it is with a desire not to 
detain them longer than is absolutely necessary 
that the Government have taken the matter into 
consideration. :For my own p<trt no one will 
suffer more through this extra day's sitting than 
I shall ; but I should be prepared to sit even on 
Saturday if it suited the convenience of other 
hon. members. I should be sorry to see the 
business hurried through, and I believe, with 
this extra sitting, there will be uo need to 
hurry it through. If we cannot dispose of 
it by Christmas, then we must sit in January, 
l<'ehruary, or even J\farch; at all events, I have, 
as I say, no desire to see the business hurried 
through. The hon. member for Townsville 
asked what the Government proposed to do 
with regard to additional membem~whether 
we were going to bring in a Bill for that purpose. 
\V e had intended to bring in ft Bill of that kind, 
and we had every reason to suppose that it 
would pass with very little trouble. But it was 
no use introducing it while the Land Bill was on ; 
and when week after week rolled by, and the 
House was still occupied with that Bill, and 
when it was publicly stated here that a Bill 
to give additional member'S would occupy many 
days in debate, and would not pass with any
thing like cnnunon consent, the Governn1ent 
had to take the matter into serious considPra
tion. I was surprised to hear tlmt statement, 
because I had at one time understood that the 
Bill would go through by common consent ; but 
when it was stated that unless some particular 
constituency got an additional member, the Bill 
would take--

The HoN. Sm T. MolL WRAITH: Who 
led you to think the memberK of the Opposition 
would stop the Redistribution Bill by common 
conHent going through ? 

The PHEMIER: I said I found an Addition"! 
Members Bill would not go by common consent. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciL\VRAITH: You said 
it was from speeches of members of the Opvn
siLion. 

The PRE:i\HER : Yes ; those speeches led me 
to the conclusion that there would be no chance 
of passing a. measure of that kind very easily. 
Having arrived at this period of the session, 1 
do not think we are justified in introducing such 
a measure now, when it would be likely to 
occupy a g-ood many days. I am sorry for it ; 
but, under the circumstances, I think the time 
for introducing the Bill has pas.secl. Before I 
refer to the measures now on the paper, I should 
say that what I said before about smaller 
matter.3 referred to some measures that ha1·e 
left this House and are now in the Legislative 

Council, not including thP. Land Bill, and which 
will require further consideration in this House. 
\Vith respect to the Bills now on the paper, we 
do not propose to proceed with the Triennial 
Parliaments Bill; we certainly have not time for 
that. The other two Bills on the paper I think 
we can proceed with. 

The HoN. Sm T. M elL WRAITH: The 
Officials in Parliament Bill and the Queensland 
Spirits Duty Bill? 

The PREMIER : The Officials in Parliament 
Bill passed its second reading without oppof'ition, 
and it is, I believe, a 1na.tter of cmi1n1on conRent 
which was expressed long ago. But if it is to 
take a long time I do not desire to touch that 
either, and the same observation will apply to 
the Queensland Spirits Duty Bill. Certainly 
we nnmt sit next J\Ionday unless we are to 
lo<,e a day next week. I do not think there can 
be any objection to the motion being passerl-a 
usual motion at this period of the sc,sion, and 
one which in no way involves hurrying through 
the husine''''· 

The HoN. Sm T. MolL WRAITH : In no 
previous Parlhtments have the Government hacl 
four clays. 

The PRE~HER : During the first session the 
hon. gentleman led the House he had J\Ionday, 
Tuesday, \Vednesday, and ]<'riday. 

The Ho:-~. Sm T. MoiLWRAITH: Not 
J!'ricl~ty. I never had fonr days. 

The PRE~\IIElt: The hon. gentleman thinks 
he had not, but if the hon. gentleman \rill 
take the trouble to refer to the records of thn 
House he will find he hall. It is simply a ques
tion of fact, and it is never worth while arguing 
alJCmt facts. It <':111 be ascertained by reading 
the records ; I read them the other clay, and 
found it was as I said. The GnYernment of 
which I was a member preYiously had four days 
in the week more than once. It has been a 
matter of coun;e when the session has been very 
protracted. 

Mr. BLACK said: Mr. Speaker,~ I am not 
going to olJjeet to the additional sitting day 
proposed by the Colonial Secretttry. I mnst 
say that I regTet very much that he 
hns waited until the ext1·eme end of the year 
before he pro)Josecl it. He must hnve been 
able to foresee for some weeks past the almost 
illlpossibility of closing the session within a 
reasona.ble tilne ; and he ccnnes down now asking 
hon. HlmHlJen~, at very grc.,~tt inconvenience tn 
themselves, to give him au extra day for the 
purpose of getting through the more important 
busines;, before Christmas. The hon. gentleman 
must know perfectly well that, even with an 
additional sitting day, it will be impossible to 
get all the business throng·h. vV e have the Lane! 
Bill-which, I expect, will shortly be hack frnm 
the Upper House--which will certain!:-' take a 
consic!eral1le time in this House tu consider the 
amendments thath,cve already been made in it, aml 
those which are likely to be made in future. \Vith 
that Bill alone, it seems to me that the time 
between this a.nd Christmas will be all occupied, 
even if the Bill \Yere returned now. 'l'hen we 
have the Loan Estirr,ates. Thev are a matter 
that will open a field for discussion to most 
members of the House; almost every item in 
that huge list will have to be debated, and very 
likely very serionsly debated. I object on my 
own behalf, and on that i>f "'me other K orthern 
members who have already been down here for 
five rrwnths, a.nd 'vhn have heen n1ost regula.r 
in their attendance in thi>; House, and who 
lmve always assisted the Government acc<mling 
to their vie\\·s of what an Opposition slwuld clo 
~that is, to fairly criticise the principlec; 
of the Government; I object to thi~ motion, 
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\Ve have been hero for over five moutlJ', 
and are likely to be here until the end 
of thio month; even with the day that the 
Premier has refened to, it will be the 22nd. 
That will be nine days, and I consider that is 
manifestly unfair to Xorthern members, who have 
every right to be home by that time. I cnnsider 
that the House should adjourn at the end of 
next week-at the btf',t auout the 13th. I 
think that that is only what this House, and 
especially Northern members, have :t 1·ight to 
expect, and not to he kept sitting here until 
the 20th, when many members will not be able to 
get home before Chri.,trru1s. The Land Dill has 
been referred to by the Premier as not having 
received bir consideration from this side of the 
House. That is quite a matter of opinion. I 
do not wish to set my opinion again~;t that of an 
experienced politiciu,n like the Premier; bnt I 
believe thu,t the country is quite in u,ccord with 
what the Opposition have ende,avtmred to do-to 
make it "' practicable Land Bill. That Dill is 
nothing like what it Wets when introduced. 
'!.'he Bill that was introduced contained most 
experin1ental, uwst vi:;;;ionary, and 1nost revolu
tionary principles. vVherc are those principles 
now? They are all melted away, and l am 
satisfied that the amendments that were forced 
upon the Government, chiefly by this side of the 
I-Iouse, \V ere such a8 to give universal satisfaction 
to the country. The hon. Premier has spoken 
n,bout his anxiety and hi:3 \Vish, ft'Oll1 the begin
ning of the scs0ion, to introduce an Additional 
Meml1ers Bill into the House. I beg to differ 
entirely from him. He may come and tell us so 
now-he m:1y wish to tell the country that 
tlmt was his de,sire-but he h:1s not shown 
any inclin>etion to do so, or he could have 
clone it with the gr,•atest pleasure. On the con
trary, we Jind one JHinister-and in such matters 
I think the utterances of one Minister may be 
taken to represent those of the whole Cabinet
the ·Minister for \Vorks-whn, when he was up at 
Townsville, and the question was put to him 
whether the Go,·ermnent intended to intro
duce an Additional Members Bill, replied 
that the Government were not going- to com
mit politic>tl R1licide. I uelieve the Minister for 
\York• <lie! give utterance to that sentiment, 
and I know it is so rer,orted, and that the 
feeling all through the North is that the Govern· 
ment are not sincere in their desire to give addi
tionalrepresentation to the northern portico of the 
colony where it i, so very much needed. I slmll 
vote in favour of the ::Yionday sitting. I am 
rea<iy to do my duty any day the Government 
wish to have it done; but I think that if the 
Ministry harl shown any sincerity or anxiety to 
get the business throngh they should have put 
on the Monday sitting much before they have. 

The J\IINISTER FOH WORKS (Hon. W. 
:Mile'<) said: Mr. Speaker,-I wish tu correct 
the hon. memuer for J'dackav. He said th:tt 
when asked ltt Townsville 'if the Uovern
nltmt \Vere going in for an .. A.dditional 
Members Dill, I replied tlmt the GoYern· 
n1ent were nut going to con1n1it political 
suicide. \Vhat I was asked at Townsville w::'", 
"Did the Government intend to introduce :t 

Redistrihntion Bill?" The hon. gentleman must 
know that there is a gTeat deal <>f difference 
between a Redistribution Bill and :m Additional 
Members Bill. 'They never asked me if the Go\
ernment would introduce an Adrlitional :Members 
Bill. I did make the remark that the Govern
ment would not commit political suicide by intro
ducing a Rdistribution Dill. · 

:Mr. STRVEKSON : I do not think the 
opinion of the hon. g·entleman will alter the fcwt 
very nmeh. I do not suppose the people of 
Tuwnsvillo know the difference between a 1le· 

rlistrihution Dill and an Additional 'Members 
Bill. Tho hon. gentlemrtn would have given the 
same reply if he had been asked the other 
que·,.tion. I arn not going to object to the 
additional sitting day, ue8ause, in the interest>< 
of the country members, I will support anythiug· 
which will get through the business more rapidly. 
\Vhen I wa.s a country member I used to be 
incli11ecl to sit as long a,s po~sible, and get the 
work clone, and I am always in sympathy with 
rnmnbers frmn the conntry. I wii:lh to ::;ny one 
worcl in reg·ard to what fell from the hem. 
Premier in connection with tlw part the Oppo· 
sition took in l""'ing the Land Bill-or rather, 
in preventing it frmn being pa,.sed n1ore t·a,pidly 
than it \\7 as. Anyone who kno\VH anything 
about the passage of that Bill through the House 
will knov:,.r, if there \\.Tas nwt·e discus1:;ion frmn 
this sirle than from the other side, how it 
happened. The reason was that we could not 
get iufonnation frmn the Govern1nent side. 
The hon. member in charge of the Dill did not 
understand it in the shape in which it was 
brought in, and if it had not been for the Premier 
we conld not have got any information. \Vhen 
we did get it, it had alway,; to be forced out by 
hon. members on this side of the House. :Every
one could see that the Government supporters 
had been instructed not to speak at all ; they 
were evidently prqJared to swallow the Bill in 
any shape the Premier liked to give it to them. 
It wo,s only by long discussion that mem
bers on this side were enabled to get any 
information, and have the Dill licked into 
sh<tpe. If hon. members <m that side had 
shown any inclination to discuss the Dill fairly, 
and there had been more courtesy shown by the 
hon .. Minister for Lands, he would not have had 
to blame hon. members on this side of the Hous~ 
for hindering· the passage of the Bill. I think 
there was not a word too much said on this 
side of the House. I do not know that we 
gave tho 1natter even enough consideration. 
I think the time occupied in putting that 
Bill through the House, considering the im
portance of the measure and its leng·th, was 
very short indeed. The Land Bill of 1874 
took the whole of the sc:<sion to pass through 
the House, and I do not think the Premier ought 
to cast any reflections on members on this side 
for hindering the passage of the Bill. At the 
same time I do not Hee the slightec,t chance, with 
that Bill and the other matters that we have 
to consider before us, of getting through the 
session by Christm~s, a11tl the idea of ono 
additional Monday going to help materhtlly is 
absurd. However, I shall willingly come here 
on the day asked for, thuugh I am perfectly 
satisfied that the business asked for by the 
Premier will not be got through in the time. 

Mr. ALAND said: Mr. Speaker,-I am 
rather sorry that the Bill giving increased 
representation is not to be introduced this ses
sion. I certrtinly think it was an error on the 
part of the Premier that he did not expedite 
the business, so that there would have been a 
chance of passing the Bill this session. I am not 
afraid of the additional seats ; I believe if all the 
additional members were to take their seats on 
the opposite side of the Hou,;e the Ministerial 
side wonld l1e able to holrl itH own. Now, sir, the 
hon. n1en1ber for Norn1anby and Hevernl lnein~ 
hers on that side of the House have more 
than once spoken of the want of criti
cism given to the Land Dill by members 
on this side, and it has been insinuated 
rnore than once that we received inHtructions 
frmn our leader to hold onr tongues. No\v, sir, I 
resent tlmt. [ say the Premier-the leader nf 
thi~-; side of the }-fmu-:ie-gavo no instructions, ancl 
in no way gave hon. 1nen1berr-; on this side nf the 
House to umi8rstand that he \Yished them to 
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hnld their ]Wace on the Land Bill. I think no 
Bill introclncecl into this Honse has received 
more consideration from both sides than that 
Bill on its secolld reading; ahnost every rnen1ber 
of the Hon;je expre:-3::wd hiR opinion acconl
ing to his lights and his ability on the 
subject. The Opposition claim to have revo
lutioniser! the Bill-·turncd it inside out
but I clo not thiuk that the Bill is verv 
matel'ially altered, and where it has bee;, 
altered, it was in accordmrce with the ex pressed 
wi.she.s of nmny of the me m hers on this sic le as 
well as on the other side of the House. The 
in1proveruents, if we rnay call then1 r,n, that have 
been put iHtn tlut BilL emanated more fr<lnl this 
side of the House than the other. \V e led off, 
ancl they took up the cue ; they knew what was 
pnpnlar out:-;ide, and acterl a,ccordingly. In re
ference to the :Mouday sittiug, I for one sh:tll be 
very ghtd if the nwtion is carried ; and I would 
be well pleasecl if at an em·lier portion of the 
SP"lsion generally we (>llll'1 1neet earlier m· sit 
later in the week. Ever f-iince I have been in the 
House, I ha.ve regarded it aK a f.iort of farce to 
come down here for the first ±8\\" \'i'eek~ in the 
se~sion, and onlJ siL a. couple of days. If we 
weut to work in eame,;t in the eal'ly part of the 
RHssion, and ~tuck to it, there would not be thi:-; 
rnsh tow arc! s the end. 

Cllr. PALM ER saicl: J\Ir. Speaker,-1 wa,; 
f]Uite smprisecl to he:u the rmrmrks of the 
Premier ''hen he eo m plaiued of the manner in 
which the Oppo.,;ition had actecl towards the 
Land Bill. Of course I am only new in this 
Home, but I am allle to b<>.'Lr in minrl how 
things aru condnctefl in other coloniel'). I know 
very well that they luwe been twelve mouths 
l""''ing the Lam! Bill through the Pal'limnrmt of 
New South \Vales, and they arlclressed them. 
selve" to it for the whole of that twelve months. 

The PHEMIER: Oh, no! 

J\Ir. PAL:\ lEE: lf the Premier had onlv one 
n1mnhe1· in thiK House with the turn for oh~truc
tion that ::\11'. A. G. 'l'aylor has in Xew South 
\Vttles, he would not have had his Land Hill 
half through now. For my part T must say L 
was sincere in any-I suppose the Premier would 
call it obstrnction--

The PHE:\UER: Xo, not at all. 
JHr. PAL:\IER: I addresser! myself in all 

sincerity to the Bill with what experience I have 
hrul. \Vith the bu~dne:-3::; \Ve lutve cmning- on
what is on t.he paper now and the Loan Esti
Inate:::, to ~~ay nothing of the reappearf!,nce 
of the Land Bill in this House-I have 
come to the conclniiion that we h:we more 
than we slmll fiui;h thi; vear. I have cause to 
cmnpbin on behalf of resiclent' in the north and 
west of the colouy, that no Adclitional llfembers' 
Bill has been brought in. The voice of the 
people in the :North is very stroug for :tdrlitinnal 
repre:::;entation, mul it .seent:-:: to be a cry that 
en11Judies Hep:tration. The grt'at cry in connec
tion with sep:ll'a.tion iR thnt the gre::tt and grow
ing con~titnencie:-:; in the Korth are not in any 
way ]Jroperly represPnted in the Sonth. I thin]; 
that _[ an cl hon. n1e1n he rH representing the 
\VeRtern di.strict:-; have nwre re~tHon to cmnpla.in 
ou that Hcm·e than the hon. tn81nber has in reg~1rd 
to the cnnduct of the Opposition towards the 
Land Bill. 1 »m quite willing to come here nn 
Monday and Friday aH well, so long as there is 
business to he carried on. 

Question put and passed. 

HOWA RD AND BUN' DAB ERG RAILWAY. 
'l'he JI.UN'ISTEg FOR ·woRKS, in mnving-
1. ThRt the House avproves of the ]llan. section, 

rtncl hook of reference of tile proposed extension 
of the Bnnnm Itailway from Howa.rd to Bundabcrg, 
from 18 m. 8 <'lls. 79! lks. to q,~ Ill· 4~ c!JS, 10~ ll\S .. at 

0 m. 6 eh:-:. 70 lks., on the ,,~harf Branch, North Bun~ 
tlnberg, as la'td npon the table of the House on rruesday, 
25th Xovember last. 

~- That the pl<m, section, and book of reference be 
forwartled to the Lfgislat:ive Coniv'il, for their apprm al, 
by moRsagt' in the mmal form. 
-said: I do not know that I can Htate, for the 
information of the members of the House, that 
there is an area of rich agricultural laud in 
the country to be traversed by this particular 
line. On several occasions I have gone from 
Bundaberg to JI.Iaryborough, and I think it is, 
genPrally speaking, n,bont the lJooreHt and Iuost 
worthless country I have m·e1· travelled throngh. 
\Vith the exception of some good timber land, 
there is little to be ;;aid for it in the way of 
opening up the country for settlement. But 
the main object iu the construction of 
the line is to connect l\fary borough with 
Bundaberg, ami thus form, at some future 
time, a pmtimt of the main cnctHt line which I 
hope some day or other will connect the whole of 
the coast townH of the colony. I h,L\·e received 
:-;mue iufornuttion fron1 the Chief l~ngineer in 
reference tu tlw natun1 of the country through 
which the line will pass, and the cost of its con
Htruction. 'rhe survey of the line haH been made 
hy what is known a8 the direct route, corn
rner!Cing nt Howard, the lJresent tenninns of 
the Burrurn Hailwav-lS u1iles Cchains 7Hb link:-;. 
It traverse:-) exceedi;1gly eaRy country for l;tilway 
cow.;truction, a.nd joins the Bnndaberg wharf 
branch, G chains 70 links from the Korth Bun
daberg raihva,v st(l.Jtion-a di.-,tan~e of f)4 nlileR 
"12 ch,i;ins 10', links from Croydon ,Junction-the 
southern bra!JCh of the JI.Iaryborough an cl Gym pie 
line. The direction taken will be north-wes
terly, and the length of the line from Ho ward 
station will be 3(i miles 33 chains 31 links. It 
i,; estim»terl that ahont twenty-three miles of 
this will be sm·face formntion, therefore the 
earth works will be light. The ruling gradient is 
1 in 50, genera,lly in short lengths, there l being 
o11l,y one case where the gradient is used for a 
continuous length uf 40 cha,ins. The ap· 
proaches to several of the rivers crossed by the 
proposed line are on a grade of 1 in 50. 'l'here 
are no curyes sharper tlmn 10 chains radius. As 
several irnportant riverR a.re to be crossed, there 
will be a considerable amount of bridging re
quired. The princival briclges will be at Cher
well Hiver, length 14G feet, height 1 !) feet; 
Isis Eh·er, 330 feet in length, and 38 feet 
in height; Stockyard Creek, 312 feet in 
length, and 28 feet in height; Gregory Jliver, 
:320 feet in length, and 32 feet in height; while 
the bridge over the Bnrnett River will be 1,773 
feet. It is not yet decided whether this 
briclge will also prov'ide accommodation for roa.cl 
traffic or not. The total bridge \V'orks, including 
en! verts, will be 5,356 feet, or over a mile. I 
have already stated that the conntry through 
which the line pa;ses is of a very poor Llescrip
tion. A great portion is wmthle,;s for settlement, 
with the exception of two rmtches. From Hmvard 
to the Cherwell, a distance of 23 miles. there iH 
some fair land, and there are patches of a few 
chains on each side of the Isis Hiver, Stnckya,rd 
Creek, and Gregory River. ~t\H thelineapproaches 
to Hnndn,herg the country ilnprnves, and 111ay be 
cla.:s~ed as poor second-cl~it-:R p:tstnraJ. The prin
cipal Konrces of rev en ne will be the carriage of coal 
from 1-Iowarrl to Bnndnberg, combined with 
through traftic between Bnndaberg and Mary
borough. The line is estimated to cost £202,854, 
which is £5,570 per mile, including double line 
bridge over the Burnett River, with footway. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: vVhat is 
the estinmte for the bridge? 

The :MINISTER FOE WOHKS: The esti
mate for the bridge over the Burnett River, 
1,773 feet in length, is £7G, GS:J, The co~t of th~ 
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line, exclusive of the bridge, will be £124,16fi, 
or £3,400 per mile. The land rerplirerl to be 
re~urnecl is esti1nated at abont 72G acres, 
of which 102 acres ttre ptivttte propertv, 
GlD ttcres Crown lands, ttnd 4 acres roads 
and streets in Bundaberg. 'rhere is a slight 
variation on the original survey. It 'vas 
found that the site originttlly selected for the 
terminus at Bundaberg ran through the school 
lands, and would h>tve rendered it necessary to 
>tcquire the school at considerable cost. Not only 
that, but the Court-house erected within the past 
eighteen months would have also had to be 
removed. A slight deviation had to be made so 
as not to interfere with the site of the bridge 
crossing the river. As I said before, the object 
in view is to make this line eventually a portion 
of the main coast line. There is a proposition 
now to lmild a railway from Brislmne to Gym pie. 
That will connect Brbbane with Maryborough; 
and this line will connect Maryborough with 
Bundaberg. It i,: also proposed to nmke pro
vision to extend the line to Gladstone; and I 
hope that when the next loan is proposed pro
vision will be marle to extend it as far as Rock
hampton. I need say no more on the subject, 
but will move the motion standing in my name. 
I omitted to state that the amount available now 
is £83,000. 

:\fr. XORTOK said : I am glad the hon. 
1nen1ber has seen his \vay to bring thi:-; nwtion 
forward during the present session. It iti 
a ]'ity it was not brought forward earlier. 
I expected it would have been, mtd so did those 
who are most interested in the construction of 
this line. However, as the plans have now been 
put before ns for approval, I need say nothing 
further about that. There is one thing 1 umst 
rAf<lr to briefly, and that is the character of the 
country throngh which the line will pass. I 
quite agree with the hem. member in his descrip
tion of it as very poor awl almost worthless 
country-that is, if it is to be judged from its 
outsi<le appeamnce. Bnt exactly the same 
might be said of the country about the Durrum 
Coal-mine, and the whole of the country in the 
Burrum Resene, which is supposed to consist of 
rich coal land. There is nothing in the appear
ance of the conntry through which this line passes 
to indicate that it is ditferent in that respect 
from the country which is so valuable about the 
Burrnm mine. Indeed, from what we have 
heard in connection with that subject from 
geologists, we have every reason to infer thut 
there is a rich stratum of coal lying- under 
this very country. \Ve must look upon it, there
fore, as being worth far rrwre than the mere 
Hnrface valu.e: . As far as its grazing and agricul
tural capabthtles are concerned, the country is 
no doubt very poor, except in certain spots, 
where it is very rich. On the whole, I think 
this line may be considered a fairly cheap one. 
The great cost, of which the hon. member has 
SlJOken, iR incurred in carrying the railway bridge 
over the Burnett RiYer. A]Jart from that, the 
bridging is not very great. There are only 
five wa,ter-courses to be cro~:;sed, and altlwugh 
they are larger them the ordinary wttter
courses which our railways traYerse, ~·.;e ought 
to remember that, with the exception of these, 
there is hardly any waterway at all. On the 
whole, I think the line is one which ought to he 
carried ou~, and. which, taking e\'erything into 
consideratiOn, wtll he a cheap one. I need not 
say much as to the bridge over the Burnett, 
because it must be built at some time or other if 
the line is to run along the coast. The hrm. 
member spoke of the line being- con tinned from 
Bnndaberg to Gladstone, and but for his men
tioning it I should not now have referred to it. 
The hon. member has made a mistake, I thmk, 
!n putting thl'\t item on the I,oan l~stin1ates in 

the form in which it appears. The people of Glad
stone were led to suppose that when tenders were 
called for the construction of thttt line it would 
be commenced from both enrls-Glacli;tone and 
Bundaberg. I do not see how, as it is put down 
on the Estimates--

The MINISTER Ji'OR WORKS: The money 
is not V<>ted yet. 

Mr. NORTO:'{: I am aware of that. The 
itern appears on the Loa.n J~~tirnates ~ts for a 
line frorn '' Bunclaberg tow<-trds Gladstone," the 
inference bc'ing that the line is to be con11nenced 
frmn the Bund<1berg end only, rtnd it eau onl:v 
be continuerl fronJ that end as far a~ the money 
will cr,rry it, which i; not in accordance with the 
understa'nding arrived at by the people at Ul::td
stone fron1 the hon. rnmnber's tn\'ll words. I say 
again I am glact the hrm. member has brong-ht 
the motion forward. The line is one which 
ought to be constrncted, and I do not suppose 
there will be any "PlJOsition to it. _ 

The Hox. J. J\I. MACIWSSAN said: I am 
not certain tlmt I heard the ::\linister for \Vorks 
correctly, but I understood him to stty that the 
total cost of this line from its junction with the 
line at Howard would be £202,000, and that the 
cost of the bridge over the Dnrnett would be 
£78,000. If so, that would lettve .£12-1,000 
as the cost of constructing a iine thirty-five 
rniles lonrr aero~s a country which i.-.; about 
the 1nost f~vonrable for raih,:ay cousb·uctiou in 
Qneensland. If we divide that sum by thirty
five, we shall find that the cost of the line will 
be at the rate of £3,500 a mile. I certainly do 
not agree with the hrm. member for Port Curtis 
that that would be a cheap line, especially when 
\VB consider thr1t it is carried over the n1o~t level 
country in Qneensland. The hon. membet· says 
he has been over the conntry. So hn,vc 1, 
several times, and I sa.y it is a perfectly level 
country, without any enginee1·ing diffiCltltieP, and 
with only a, few paltry creeks to be briclgecl. lf 
Buch a line is to cost £:3.;)00 a mile I cannot 
understand it. It is high time the Chief J<:ngi
neer was pulled up and brought to account--

The MIKISTER FOR WOllKS : You pulled 
him up pretty well. 

The Ho:<r. J. M. MACROSSAK: The Chief 
Engineer ought to be compelled to nmke lines 
a.s cheaply here as they are made elsewhere. 
'fhere is n1ore n1oney thrown away in what I 
may call luxuries nu such lines than would build 
an additional six or ten miles of permanent way. 
The thing is absurd. If the hon. gentleman 
will just look at the cost of lines in Victorict-a 
country which cannot compare with this for 
level gTound-he will find tlmt nmny of them 
are built for £3,000 a mile, and a very large 
number for between £3,000 all(] £4,000 a mile. 
In such a country tts this is, it would certainly 
not have cost more t.han £3,000 a mile there. 

Mr. MELLOH said: I am very glttd to see 
this 1 ,roposition before the Hou"e, and 1 have no 
doubt it will be ca.rried. I am rather astonished 
to hectr that the line will cost so much; but still 
the creeks that have been mentioned by the hon. 
1nernher for Towns\.rille are n goml dea.J larger 
thn.n he thinks. Going over to Bnndaberg the 
creeks are small, but when the line comes nectr the 
sect they are a good deal huger. 1 do not think 
the hon. member has seen the placeB where the 
line will cross, or he would ttltet· his opinion. At 
all events, the amount expended on the line is 
small in comparison with the cost of bridges. The 
country is also entirely level, and if it were not 
for the crossing of the creeks the line wnnld not 
cost half as much as is anticipated. \Vhet·e it 
is being <'arried tn I know thm·e is not very much 
timber and balhtst, and for that reason I should 
have liked to see the constrnction of the bmnch to 
Isis cr~rried on at the ~mne time, bec;n1He t!mt is the 
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place where we shall have to go for the timber 
and ballast. There is on the Loan Estimates a sum 
for the construction of that branch ; but it" ould 
have been better toctLrry it on simultaneonsly with 
the main line, because I believe it would pay the 
country well. In reference to the nature of the 
country I ma,, say that no doubt it is poor, but I 
helieve it is minemllaml, am] the coal deposit,.; are 
invalnable. There iH, however, goo(lland in the 
district-not near the railway, but away in the 
Isis f-lcrub, ttnd a little further west the !an< I is 
excellent. I believe the line will be a benefit to 
the country, "ncl I hope the motion will be 
carrie<l. 

Mr. MACFAHLAJ'\E said: There seems to be 
l1 misunderst,nding as to the cost of the bridge. 
l heard the Minister for \Vorks say £17,000. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : £78,000. 
Mr. :i\B.CJIARLAKE said: I hope the Gov

ernn1ent will not rna.ke any rnore che<1.p rail vvays. 
\V e h'we had experience of both kinds, and it has 
been found that the substantial lines ttre the 
best, even though they cost a little more. I 
trust we shall never go back to the constnwtion 
of ch~ap lines such "·' the :!''assifern ancl :Esk 
Railways. 

Qnestion put and passed. 

SUPPLY-RESUMPTION OF COM
MITTER 

On the motion of the COLO:\'IAL TREA· 
SUR~~R, the Speaker left the chair, an<! the 
Honse went int'J Committee further to consider 
the Supply to he granted to Her :Majesty. 

The MIKISTER :FOR LAKDS moved that 
the sum of £3,632 he granted for the Botanic 
Gardens. There was an increase of .t:G32 altogether 
-£2()2 for salaries and £300 for printing a cata
logue of ]llants-which was supposed to be of some 
use in 1naking exchn,nges with foreign countries. 
There was also'' sum of .J-:1,000 down for extra 
labour. It was proposed to try and get the 
gardens in thoroug-h order, nnd when that was 
done it would not be difficult or expen>i ve to 
keep them in that state. The last vote of the 
kind had only served to put the gardens in 
partial repair, and as the work had only been 
half done it was soon destroyed. The asphalt
ing was being carried on, and another £300 would 
be required in all probability. At the time the 
former estimate was passed the amount had been 
wrongly calculated; but he did not think the cost 
was excessive, a.nd the work was very good in
deed, better in fact than any asphalting he had 
ever seen. 

Mr. BLACK said he thought the Committee 
was entitled to some more elaborate explanation 
in connection with the vote, which showed a 
considerable increase. There was one of the 
:fi1iniRterR under whose charge the gardens were 
partially placed-the hon. senior member for 
Maryborongh-and it might he a suitable oppor
tunity for him to give the Committee some 
infornl[ttion as to the \Vork going on in the 
gardens nnd how~ things were progressing. The 
hon. member had now an opportunity which 
rnight not occur again during the present Ression. 
He noticed that in one place there was £180 
down fm L'xtm bbour, and in another place a 
little lower clown, there was £1,000 for the 
same thing, making £1,180 for exha labour, 
without any specification, or anv inforn1ation, 
how it was to be expended. · That was it 
large snm to place at the disposal of the 
trustees without any information being afforded. 
\Vhy we~·e not the two sums put together 
as one 1tem ? Then he found that there 
was .£100 for a park ranger, which appeared 
to be a new vote. No information had been 
l-:';iven tt.:-l to the 11ece~:-~ity for :-;uch a.n officer ; n,ud 

the gat·dens seemed to have got on very well with· 
out one hitherto. Evervonc of cou1·~e wi;.;hed to 
see the gardens 1nrtde "an ornarnent; hut in 
cn,rrying that out econmny ought to he studied, 
and it had not been studied in framing the 
estimate. They were also told tlutt £300 wonl<l 
be required for asphalting ; so that the total vote 
would come to about £-1,000, against £2,~1f,O 
last year. He thought the £300 for a cata
logue might very well be dispensed with. 
It would not increase the attracti l'eness of the 
gnrdens in any w~ty, and he thought it was un
neceo,ary. He should wait to see whether any 
hon. 1nernber desired to n1ove the mniasinn of 
any of the items before that ; and if not, he 
intended to move thctt the item for the catalogue 
be struck out. 

The J\II::\'ISTER FOR LANDS said that the 
£]SO was the usual anwunt put dowu for extnt 
labour ; but the work had never been thoroughly 
canied out ; in fact, the side of the ganlens 
nearest the Parliament Houses had been merely 
a wattle scrub-a perfect wilderness-and the 
road woulcl never htt ve been a g·ood one. 'l'he 
only portion of road that was good was tlmt 
near the river bank. It had been found that, to 
make the g·ardens anything like creditable, 
£1,000 would have to be expelllled in repairs, 
and asphalting the footpaths. The asplmlting 
would do away with the necessity for the con
stant labour on the roads which was required 
before. Astotheparkranger, the trustees thought 
he wtts necessary for picking up !Japer and other 
rubbish left by people who visited the gardem, 
a11d also for seeing that no darnage w~ts done to 
the trees and flowers. ·with regard to the £:~00 
for a catalog·ue, he did not know whether it was 
required ; but those who were connected with 
the gardens seemed to think it was. The sum, 
however, seen1ed to be a large one. 

:Mr. SCOTT said he noticed that, in addition 
to the £1,000 for extra lttbour, there were two 
ad,(ition;;l labourers at £DG each. There were 
six before ; bnt now there were to be eight. He 
had no intentinn of opposing the item of £1,000. 
The gardens had been in bad order for a long 
time; and if that sum vms necessary to put them 
in good order he had nothing rnore to say about 
it. \Vith regard to the catalogue, he thought 
it was necessary, if for no other reason than 
that the catalogue printed some years ago, 
when lYir. Hill was in the gardens, was full 
of errors. It was the only official catalogue 
that he was aware of in Queensland; and there 
were a gTeat mttny plants named there that ne1·er 
were in the gardens at any time. 'l'he catalogue 
was got up in a haph~tzard way, and the sooner 
there was a new one thQ better. 

Mr. J:<':B~RGUSON said that the Minister for 
Lands had told them that the gardens were a 
perfect wilderness, though there had been a. large 
sum voted year by yettr. How then, dHl he 
expect other gardens in the colony to be "nything 
but wilderness when a much smaller sum was 
put down for them? 'l'he hon. gentleman said 
thttt if other gardens got £500 or £GOO, that was 
enough. He (Mr. Ferguson) did not fiml fault 
with the vote before the Committee ttt all; he 
believed it was money well spent. He knew 
that the gardens had been wonderfully improved 
this year. The asphalting of the footp"ths was 
a splendid imvrovement, and it was one of the 
best jobs of the kind that had been clone in the 
colony. But he would puintout that the Estimates 
were misleading. If hon. meml1ers turned to page 
G4, they would see that £1,G50 was put down for a 
d war£ wall in A lice street ; that was in connection 
with the llutanic Gardens. He did not know 
how the money was to be expended; but he did 
not see ttny necessity for it. At all event.s, the 
itmn unght not to be where it \Va,s ; it wa~ jnst n . .., 
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mnch p:crt of the G:crdens vote o.s a.ny other item. 
He hoped the Minister for Lanrls in his next 
E~timates would Ree that ju::~tice wn,s done to 
other parts of the colony as well as the ,;rmthern 
pa,rt, which war; no\v g·etting at least £3 to £1 
nwre than a.ny other portion of the colony re
ceived in proportion to the population. 

1\Ir. ST EVENSON said the Minister £or Lands 
affurded_ an instance of how :-;non a~ orthern 1nan 
hecatne extravagant in voting n1oney fot' the 
South after he was associated with a Sonthern 
J\Iinistry. It seemed that anything in the way 
<)fa vote for BriHbCLne \V a::; al \vay::; looked upon a:-; the 
right thing, while nnythiug for the X orth \vas 
given with the very gT('atest di.~dnelination. The 
hon. Minister for L>tr11h not only went in for a 
"-pecia.l vote of £1,000 for labour for the gctrden::;, 
but he even put on £300 for a catalogue, which 
he said he knew nothing about, 8iu1ply 
bec~tnse it wa~ for Brisbane, Last night 
he ·would not hear of granting the must 
p<eltry sum of £200 or £300 for any re
serve asked for in the K orth ; but he would now 
give £300 for what he >tdmitted he knew nothing 
;,bout at all, It was really absmd; if the 
reserve~ were not wanted they should be struck 
off. He believed gtudens were wanted, hut the 
item of £300 for a catalogue was a most extra
ordinary thing. The hon, member for Rock
hampton harl also pointed ont, ou page G4, that 
there was an item of £1,G.)0 for a dwarf wall. 
He fancied that there ought to be a reduction 
so1newhere. 

The Hox. SrR T. MciL\VR\ITH said that 
la.st night they pas~ed a vote for re:-;erves, 
which were parks in the v>trious towns of 
the colony, and the :ilinister for Lands ex
pressed a very dP 'irled opinion that he believed 
the vote ought nut to be upon the Estimates at 
all, anrl that it wa,; high time it was abolished, 
The item under discussion differed in no 
respect from the reserves they voted money 
for last night. He was astonished ;,t the 
way in which the hon. gentlenmn was cany
iug out hi~ principles. He would ask thmn 
to consi<ler what a small body of men, 
wnrkin::; independently, with the ]mhlic with 
them, had done with the Acclimatisatinn Grounds 
for £~00? It was "perfect anomaly, when they 
compare<! the propmed departmental expenditure 
with what the citizens could do for themselves 
when they m"de up their minds. \Vhat did the 
Minister for Lands propose to do? They had 
caviller\ at the vote for a !on:; time ; it was 
riclicnlout:>ly large, considering the an1ount Rpent 
in reserves throughout the colony. 'l'hey had 
voted £7,500 for reserves in the colony, and out 
of that one-quarter was spent in Brisbane alone, 
Then, to-night, they were asked to vote >tn item 
which was one·half of what was spent for the 
whole of the reserves including that f!Uarter for 
Brisbane only. The fact of the matter was, 
Ilrisbane was to receive two-fifths of the vote for 
ret<erves all over the colony. \\'hat they were 
asked to vote now watl entirely for Brisbane, 
and was half of what they voted last night for 
the whole of the reserve.-; in the colonv. The 
Minister for Lands asked for an additiorial three 
labourers, and, considering there had been only 
six all through and they had done all the work, 
it was rather a large mnnunt to a::3k for Brisbane. 
In n,dditio~ to that he brought down an item 
that he sard he thought would never occur 
aga-in; he \VaR going to put the gardens in 
snch a position that there would be no necessity 
for it again, \Vas the hon. member so 
green as not to know that that item of £1,000 
would nen'r be taken off? He did not even 
know how it \V[\S to be expended. He snid in 
hit; bush langua;.;e th;,t there were a lot of 
wattles growing at one end; but he (Sir T. 

1\lci!wraith) never s>tw them. The h<m. gentle
rn:tn coulcl not exvlaln \vJmt he wa:.; going to do 
with the money, except that the Lands Office 
wanted to manipulate it as they liked. 'Why 
should they be so libern,l when the Minister 
believed that all those works shonld be local 
"orks; and whilst at the same time he tcHJk off 
all he coulcl from the country he added on iiO per 
cent. to Brisbane? 

The :\HJ\'ISTER }'OR LANDS said he did 
not think the country reserve;; had Leen docked 
in any cn,J~''e. The country reserve~ hc1..d received 
hu·ger ~nu1s frorn year to year on tbe }},tirnates ; 
all< I what he s«id last night he believed to be the 
correct thing. It was bad in pl'inciple to gTant 
surns without any system at all. Hou, gentle
men opposite professed great affection for the 
Botanic Garrlens, and desired that they should 
reuw.in iutact, and when a proposition vvas 
made to carry wharves along there, which 
would not have interfered in anJ way with 
their value, they raised such n breeze ns would 
have astoni..,hed ~tnyone, as it astonished hirn. 
Then the hon. ::;eniJenmn said that when he 
asked what was to be done with the money 
asked for puttin::; the ::;ar·dens in repair, he (the 
Minister for Lnnds) replied in his bmh language 
that the ground wa~ covered with scrub. There 
w<ts a lot of scrub there thnt had not been 
altogether removed, and why, he would ask, did 
not the hon, gentleman, during the whole time 
he was in office, whilst the Government were 
wasting money year after ye>tr, frittering it 
away and tinkering >tt the work, carry out the 
\Vork in:;tead of leaving it until the gardens were 
a disgrace to Brisbane" If they were not tn be 
made fit for public gardens it would be well to 
build wharves there :1t once, The proposition was 
to put them in good order, and every practieal 
n1an would know that when g~trdenH were once 
put in good order they might be maintained in 
that condition at a very small outlay. That 
wa;; the object of the vote in rprestion, It would 
take a very small vote to keep them in order 
afterwards. That action would not at all affect 
his consistency with the principle he had enunci
ated that the people should contribute a certain 
amount and the Government should supple
ment it. All persons in the colony were more 
or less interested in the gardens at Brisbane ; 
they were not specially for the people of Bris
bmw, but for everyone who visited the colony. 
Every farmer must be interested in the gardens 
when they had reached a certain condition. 

The HoN. J. M. MACHOSSAN said he did 
not feel inclined to discuss the question with the 
hon, gentleman who had just sat down as to 
whether the gardens should be kept up or not, or 
whether there should be a wall or a, road placed 
round them ; tlu1t was not the question tit the 
1 'resent time, \V hat he wished to point out was 
this: that the hon. gentleman had stated that he 
had n,,t ta.ken any vote off the l~stimates this year 
which appeared upon them last year for ::;ardens 
outside of Brisbane, But he had done what 
was efjually di.qdvantageous: he had increased 
the vote for Brisbane, without increasing that 
for any other country reserve at niL Admitting 
that everyone had an interest in the Brisbane 
Gardens, everyone had much more interest in the 
gardens of his own township; but the hon. 
gentleman had not taken that into considera
tion. The hem. member for i\Iulgrave had not 
quite shown them how great was the increase 
this year fm the Brisbane Gardens, Last 
night they Yoted £7,fi30 for reserves all over 
the colony, inclnding those about Brisbane, 
£l,GOO of tlmt was for Brisbane alone. In addi
tion to tha.t £1,600 they were now asked by the 
present vote to give£3,G32, and they were also to he 
nsked by the Minister for Works to give £1,650 
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for a dwarf wall. Those three sums amounte<l to 
£G,:SS2, while the whole of the reserves outside 
Briolnne were to receive £fi, 1 'iO; that was to say 
the Bri....,bane reserve.-.: ''"ere to receive £1,732 nwre 
than rLll the l'eot of the colony. The ~linister fnr 
J"ancls crLnw down to the Committee preaching 
economy a.nd practi:-;ing- extr::tva.gnnce. }ff" cawe 
do\vn pre;tching thnt en .. ch town ought to pa.y for 
its own gardent>, and lw euded by bri11gin6 in <tn 
etitilnate to increa:-;e the anwunt for the Hri:-;bane 
Gardens in a way that no l\Iinister for Lands 
had ever attempted. 

Mr. BEATTIE sai<l he would not wish to 
deprive any of the northern or inbnd towns of 
their reserves, bnt the hon. member had not 
taken into rLccmmt that the whole of the money 
vas not for Brisbane. He was informed that 
the majority of the plants were sent all over the 
colony. 

The HoN . • T. :u. ::YL\CROSSAX: £200 would 
cover the whole value of them. 

J\Ir. BEATTIE said £200 would not cover the 
expenses of rearing thE.In <tnd getting then1 into 
condition to send rLwrLy. He wanted to make a 
remark with reference to the two extra men that 
were employed at £9G a year; that was about 5s. 
r1 day. The Minister for Lands had told them 
what the park ranger's duties were; but thm;e 
]ahourer.s had to work as park ranger::; on Sun
day. rrhey took it turn abuut, and gave up 
a portion of every Sunday and every holiday, 
which men in other employments had to them
se! ves or were paid for. 'l'he extra £1,000 
seeme<l very hrge, and nnl"·" they had the 
assurance of the trn~tees that it was not going 
to be a,;ked for next year, he should vote 
againKt it. 

The Hox. Sm T. MciLIYlLUTH: How can 
you get an a~8nrance frmn the tru~tees? 

Mr. J3EATTIE srLid he wa,; snre the hon. 
member, if he were in power, would say that 
next year the money ohould not be voted ; and 
he did not suppose the ::\Iinister for Lands, who 
hrLd put the money on the Estimates with the 
understanding thnt it w;:cs for the purpose of 
having the gardens pnt in first-class order, 
would w frLr forget his duty to the House and 
the country as to put it on next year again. 

The MINISTER JWR LA~DS said he was 
glad the hon. member had called attention to 
the fact that some of the labourers were required 
to go into the gardens on Sunday, and he 
should put a stop to the· practice. The park 
mnger was the man who should be there, and 
the lrLbourer' should not be required to work on 
Snmby. \Vith regard to what the hon. member 
for l\IulgTave had said about the vote being a 
permanent one, all he could say was that if 
he ever brought in the E13tinlates again he 
should certaiuly not repeat that sum. It was 
only asked for in order that the requirements of 
the grLrclens in fnture years might be lessened. 
It was to srLve future cost, and make the gardens 
what they ought to be, without wasting money 
in small sums. 

Mr. ARCHEH said the hon. the Minister for 
La,ndti 1night say, as a figure of speech, that every 
man in Queensland was more or less interested 
in the Botanic GrLrdens, but he must know tlmt 
there were thou,;~nds of people in Queensland 
who never had a chance, and never would, of 
entering the gardens. He was never one to cut 
clown rLny necessary expenditure on the gardens, 
but if those enormous sums were to be spent on 
them it was undoubtedly necessary thrLt the 
citizenc' of Brisbane should put their hand., in 
their pocket~. ~Another thing the hon. gentle
man srLid was, that two or three years ago. the 
;:rardens 'Yere a rlis~~r:1ce to the co]f1ny. \V ell, 
he (l\lr. Archer), whenever he was li1·ing in the 

town, hrLd been in the habit of going into 
the gardens more or less every day ; and 
certainly he WrLlked round them two or three 
times every ::lnnday ; and he could assure 
the hfm. gentleman that instend of being a wil
demess they were a delight. K o clonbt the 
expenditure of that £1,000 would make the 
gardens much prettier thrLn they were, but he 
denied that such an euornwuH expenditure in 
one yea.r wm; at all neceHHary. The gardens at 
pre 1,ent were Leautiful, and a plea:·mrc to ttnyone 
who went into them; bnt he did not wish to Hee 
so much money spent in extra htbour, nor did he 
wioh to see that dwarf wall built. Considering 
thesnmllsurusspentforgarclens in other towns, the 
amount asked for was exce~::.sive. \iVith regard 
to the talk about cutting np the gardens, 
he would do all in his power to prevent whttt he 
·would eonsider such sacrilege for any con1n1ercial 
purpose. There wo,s something in the world 
that onght not to be Bacrificed merely for money. 
He was prep,uecl to do every justice to the gar
dens, and to preserve rLnd im]Jrove them, but he 
was not prepared to agree to granting more 
money to Brisbane than to the rest of the colony. 
He could defend the action he had lately taken 
in bringing the matter of the gardens before the 
Committee. He was prepared to do it again; 
and he vvas certain that, though son1e gentle
men in the Committee would cut U]J the 
grLrclens and sell them in patches for com
mercial purposes, he would be supported by 
the Yoice of the cmnn1~~nity in opp~l:;ing 
such n. sacrilegious act. He was quite satis
fied that if a great deal of the expenditure 
proposed weee made immediately it would 
undoubtedly improl'e the appearance of the 
gaeden;; very much ; but they were very good as 
they were. They could go on slowly, aH they had 
been doing in the past. There was another matter 
in 11·hich he joined issue with the hon. member. lt 
'vas a mistake to suppose that \V hen a garden was 
once put into a, high state of cultivation, and very 
nicely kept, it cost lessannurLlly. It was more plea
sant, but he knew that it cost more to maintain 
it. The more plants that were put into a pri' ate 
garden, the more it cost to keep ; and though the 
extra cost in ~L private garden might be repaid by 
the additional plea,;ure, he objected to ltuge smlls 
being Hpent on the Brisbane Gardens, when other 
parts of the colony had to pay them. It was 
time to take a stand and say that they should 
only carry on the Brisbane Gtudens as now 
arranged, anrl Inake irnprOVelll8nts slowly, for 
even then they would a! ways be a pleasure and a 
credit to the city. 

The MINISTER lo'OR LXi'\DS srLid that the 
wall down the north side had originally been 
built of wood, and was now so eaten up by white 
ants thrLt the iron railing had to be propped up 
to keep it from tumbling over. 

Mr. ARCHER said he would go down and 
have a look at it. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said it was 
propped up now. The hon. gentleman had re· 
fened to a proposition that had been made for 
a dwarf wall rmmd the gardens, and mentioned 
tlmt he (the Minister for Lands) had spoken in 
favour of it. Certainly he had. It would add 
to the beauty of the gardens, and would protect 
them rather than injure them. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said it 
was astonishing to hear the :Minister for LrLndH 
declaring that if they were to make a wall round 
the gardens it would leave the gardens inside 
intact, and thrLt that would be an improvement ! 
l<'ancy a man of tlmt sort in charge of the 
gardens ! The thiug was absurd. He woul<l 
like to knn\v if the park ranger, put do\Vll fur 
£100 a year, had been appointed. 

The J\liNISTER EOH LANDS: Yes, 
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The Hox. Sm T. }fciLvVRAITH said there 
had been rnore pt:tper kw 1cking about the gn,rdent-:i 
during the pa't six months than he harl ever ,;een 
before. He did not believe that the hrm. gentle
man ha<l been in the gardens lately, for he could 
direct hin1 to one corner that war-; a disgra.ce to 
the place. If once they stepped uif the path 
they had to walk with the utmost mtutinn. 

Mr. BEATTIE s.:tid the hon. gentlemctn w:" 
perfectly right a,; to the innovations tlmt ha<! 
been made in the ga.rrlen'4. rrhere was one 
innovation~he did l1!1t know who gave pennis
sion for it-he meant the ferry-which was the 
greate~t curge ever e~tablitihed in the ga.rdens. It 
was a perfeot nuisance, as hon. lll8Inber8 would 
see if they went down to the enrl of the walk 
towards the river. He hoped the hon. member 
for lii>tckay would not press his amendment to 
a di vi:-; ion. It \Vas, he thought~ very necos::;a.ry 
to ha.ve a ml>talo:;ue for the gardens ; 1Jut in 
making that catalogue he trusted they would 
not fill it with jaw-breaking mtmes, but let them 
have some of the common nctmes of the phmts 
and flowers. 

Mr. ARCHER sctid hA had intended to se~y 
that he would not support the hon. member for 
1\ittckay in 1noving his arnenLhnent for (lrnitting 
the vote of £300 for a catalogue. He wnutecl to 
see wh>tt plants they lmd in <~ueensland. Bnt 
he should go dead against the £1,000 for cost of 
extra labour, and he hoped the Committee 
would support him. 

i\Ir. XORTON said it appeared to him tlmt n 
good deal of the money had been spent >tlre:tdy; 
at any rate, he had a grave suspicion that it 
had. He could not help agreeing with the hem. 
member for Bbckall that it was a very larg-e 
sum to spend on the Brisbane Gardens. At 
the same time they could account for it to a 
certain extent. Under the old system for some 
ymrs the g<trdens did not look so well as they 
ought to have done. But the seasons were not 
good, with dry weather, and it was impossible 
for the plants to recover quickly after rain had 
fallen when they had suffered so severely from 
the drought. They also suffered to some 
extent frnn1 bad nw,nagernont. The garden~ 
were badly laid out at first, without any 
system. An attempt had been rm1de during 
the last two or three vears to make them 
a little less formal and In ore gt1rden -like than 
before. Since the pre.;ent Government hac! come 
into power an entirely new pl:m had been 
adopted-they hu,d been pbced nncler the care of 
trustee,;. ::--row, one of those trn><tees had taken 
a gre>tt deal of interest in the gardens at 
JVIaryborough, and deserved credit for bringing 
them into the beautiful condition they were in. 
But that gentleman, since he came to Brisbane, 
had got more luxurious in his ideas, and did 
not go about the man>tgement of the Bri~bane 
Gardens in the same modest w:1y as >tt JVIary
borouf,\·h ; " way by which he had rendered the 
gardens at the lntter place beautiful, and 
such as the people were proud of. He had 
fn.llen in Brisbane into all sorts of extravagances. 
The asphalting of the paths was, to a certain 
extent, a necedsary in1proven1ent, as n1any of 
them were in so bad a state that it was abso
lutely necessary to do something for them. He 
therefore did not blame the trustees for spend
ing the money in asphalting the walks, for the 
walks would now be plew,ant to w>tlk on, and 
require no expense for some ye>trs. Hnd he 
been a trustee he would have done the same. 
Two years ago he pointed out to the Minister 
in charge of the vote th>tt the foreman of the 
gronnds recei vecl only the small salary of £120, 
and althongh he had to see to the openin~· and 
closing of the g:<tes, which necessib1teil his 
residin;:;- near the ;:;-ardens, he wa; nut provided 

with a cottage. Amongst all the increases in the 
vote there wa8 nothing down for tha,t vurpose, 
and }](' hoped it would Ue taken into con;-;idern.
tion. He could not see that nmch benefit would 
l1e gninc(l by thu appuintlueut of a pa.rk r:.tt1ger. 
~Chc work uonld be a. gTt'n,t deal hetter done 
by the g>trdenors. If the duty was left in 
the h>tnds of one man he would always be 
iu the wTong place when he W:tH wa,nted. 
The chid depredators were boy", :tnd he had seen 
them ou Sunday afternoons carefully watch
ing the caretaker or conHtahle; and they took 
care only to pluck flowers ancl destruy phtnts 
when there was nobody about. It woulLl be per
fectly useless to make one man reoponsible for the 
care of tho~e ln,rg-e gronnd:-i. If the gardeners 
were given to unclerst>tu<l that it was their duty 
to interfere when they Haw anyone brcakingpla,Ht:-:;, 
or doing wha,t they onght not to do, it would 1Je 
better than entrusting ,t)l the work to one man. 
l-Ie did not :-:;ee \vhy, on Sunday afternoons, when 
there were a large number of people in the 
garden><, two or three constables should not be 
told off for duty therf', [ts at other public places 
where a larg-e crowd collected. The sight of 
constables would have a great effect in keeping 
order, and they would be both che:tper and more 
effective thnn a prt,rk nmger. The sun1 voted 
last night for the J\1aryborough Gardens was £500 
and if that sun1 could be rnade to go so far 
there, surely £1,000 ought to Le made to clo for 
Brisbane. Comphtint,; were alw>tys to the effPct 
that the money voted was not nearly enough. 
If the trustees wanted to bring the large piece 
of wattle-overgrown land into order all >tt once, 
it would involve a grf~at deal of ex pen He ; and 
then a still larger vote wonlrl be re<tuireLl to keep 
it in good order. In connection with the cata
logue, he did not kno'v w ha .. t j t \va.s proposed to 
carry out, but he supposed it would be some
thing nwre than a n1ere regiHter of plant~-;. 
Mr. Bailey had entered into the matter with 
hiln once or twice, and, judging- frorn another 
catalogue of the plants of the colony compile<] 
by that gentleman, it was likely to be valuable, 
not merely as a list of the plants in the 
gardens, but aR au account of the UKes 
to which they couhl be put. The hon. member 
for :B'ortitu<le Valley h~d expressed a hope 
that the catalogue would not contain any "jaw
breaking" nanwt3; but the hon. ruernber n1ust 
remember th>tt it was not every plant th>tt had 
a common name, while the scientific names of 
plants were known to everyone who had studied 
the subject. Of course the catalogue would 
contain both the scientific and lomtl names of 
plants. On the whole he thought the vote was a 
great deal too high. 

Thlr. PAL:\JEE .qaidhe had heard that drunken 
men were allowed to go into the gardens to 
sleep off their debauch, thus making themselves 
a nuisance to ladies. Complaints of that 
kind had often been made. He once spoke 
to a constable about it, and the const:1ble 
replied that his duty did not take him 
inside the gardens. Smoking in the gardens 
was also very objectionable, although he did 
not know whether it was contrary to the 
rllles or not. vVith regard to the catalogue, he 
could not support the hon. member for ThJaclmy 
in his opposition to it. The >tuthorities went to 
a great deal of trouble in obtaining plnnts from 
all parts of the world, and to describe them 
and make the use of tl1em known, a catalogue 
waR n~ces~a.ry ; and he knew no one rnore capa
ble of compiling it than Mr. Bailey. Any work 
that that gentleman undertook would be a credit 
to himself, to the gardens, and to the colony. 
La.st night, when hon. lDClnbers were advoca
ting the claims of some of the Northern 
towns, the Premier ejaculated that it was a 
general scramble; but who ;;ut the l>trgest share in 
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the gener:1l Rcmml>lo? No one olJjected to the 
BriRbane Gardens being kept as weli as they tvere, 
nr even better; at the same time the Premier 
had no right to say they were only scratnbling 
for money fm the North, when he took C<He that 
Brislx':ne-of which he wa:; one of the repre
sentatiVes---was so well looked after. A:; to the 
H jaw-breaking" 11Ull1BK, d, Catalogue of vla.nt:-3 SO 

exten~ive as that would be quite usele~tl unlet:-:; 
it mentioned thmu l1y their :-'Cientilic na .. nle:i. Xo 
doul1t the localtuttne:-3 would al~o lJe given. 

J\h. "\.RCllJ<:J:t said his hon. frieml the mem
ber for l\laclmy informed him that he did not 
iutund_ to ]n·e:-;~; for the re(lnction of the Yote, bnt 
he (1\lr. Archer) be_;gml to move the reduc
tiOn of the vote l>y £1,000--extm labour, special 
grant. 

Mr. RTB;VK'\fSON said he wanted to refer to 
the reply given by the Minist-er for Lands <'bout 
the pa,rk ranger. l-Ie had Raid the gardeners 
were not snppm~ed to look after the gardens, 
and that the park ranger was supposed 
to take charge of the gardens all the week 
tlunda}-s included. He would not have ; 
very lively time of it. He (:\Ir. Stevenson) was 
surpriserl that the hem. meml>er for Nlulgrave, 
who took such an interest in n1en not workino· on 
Sundays, did not object to that. He hoped that 
that 111au \\a.c; not going to be bound down hand
and-foot every clay of the week. A.ll the 
g·ardeners ought to take their Sundays on duty 
tnrn about. He had another question to ask : 
\Vhat had become of the anim:,ls which used to 
be in the gm·dens, such as the monkeys ; had 
they died? 

'fhe Ho:<. It. B. SHElUDA:"i" Raid it was 
necessary that he should ex plain s, little about 
the items tlu1t had been dic,cn:;o;ed, and he would 
fir>t con1e to the park ranger. He could assure 
the Cornmi.ttee thac no person in the gardens did 
better sernce. He was continually walking about 
the gardens, and came unexpecterlly upon those 
who would be committing depredations or would 
be behaving the1nselve:-; in an irnproper rr1anner. 
Bt\Oides that he picked up any of the rubbish, 
tmch as paiJGr or leaves, ancl kept the gardens in 
g-oocl trin1. \Vith regard tn his being there on 
Knnclays, that was not the case. He wa'' relieved 
by the other men, ant! no one wa• there for the 
whole nf the day. One or two men r:mne there 
at 9 or 10 in the morning and stayer! until dinner 
time, w bile others came in the afternoon as 
substitutes. On Sundays a great number 
of persons frer1nented the gardens, ttnd it 
was necessary that ,omeone should be there 
to see .that the rnles were not infringed. 
Respectmg the stone wall, he might say that 
the wooden portion of the fence was entirely 
rotten, and it took a good deal of labour and 
trouble to keep it up. It had to be con
tinually patched, and unls-;s a proper fence 
was put up it was hardly any U~{' having gates. 
Kow, with regard to the expenditure on the 
gardens, he could tell hon. members that in New 
tlnuth \Vales, last year, £10,000 was spent in 
their l:lotanic Gardens, but then they had a great 
deal of new gTounfl to bring under cultivation, 
<1nd they had to asphalt the paths. This year 
the vote was reduced to £6,000, so that it would be 
seen that by expending a fair and proper sum in 
one year the vote was rednced by one-third the 
next year. A great deal of the Brisbane 
Hardens waR now as it vvas in the beginning~in 
a state of nature ; and in order that that might 
be brought uncler cultivation and made attractive 
and useful to the people, additional expense must 
be incurred. Htl unhesitatingly said that, if the 
amount was votecl for the pres<mt year, not nmch 
more than half as mu eh wonlcl be required next year 
to keep the gardens in order. He took an intere't 
in the gardens, as he had clone in Maryborough. 

He looker! upon them not so much as a recrea
tion ground for the rich people, l>nt for those 
who were poor and could not keep up gardens of 
their own, and he was very glad to ;;ee the 
number of persons who frequented ·the 
Brisbane Garden,; on Sundays. ltich people 
conld have their own gardens, but the 
poor veople could not, c1.nd it was neceHsary 
that there should be a place of recreation for 
them, w that they might see the flowers and 
enjoy the beauties of mcture. He hoped the vote 
'vm1ld he lJ<-t~sed ; and he conld ttRSnre hclll. gentle
men that his eo-trustees am! himself were doing 
their very be:-;t tt.) 1nanage the gardens econmni
cally and usefully. lf they were 'tssistcd in 
their effCJrts that would be done, but if not, the 
g·ardens would nel-er l>c either a credit to the 
town or the people. 

The PHEMIEH said that year after year, P.ver 
since he had been in the H onse, it had been the 
cow phtint that the Brisbane Bot,mic Gardem; were 
not properly kept up, and that a great part of the 
grounds \Vel'e uncultivated ; yet now, the very first 
time the Government recognised that fact <1nd 
<esked for money to keep the gardens in proper 
condition, they immediately heard that old cry 
''All for the cctpital-why spend any more money 
in the capital !" One would think some hen. mem
bers were of opinion that there should be no capi
tal, or tlmt it ought to Le treated as a kind of 
necessary evil. He thought the Botanic Gar
dens were a great <1d vertisement to the colony ; 
and the bdter order in which they were kept 
the better for the colony. It was a place that all 
stranger~ went to see the first thing on their 
arrival here, and it had a great deal to do with 
the impres,ions they formed of the city itself, 
and of the people living· in it. If anyone thought 
that the gardens could be kept up by the employ
ment of eight labourers he made a very great 
mistake indeed. 

'The Ho:<. Sm T. MciL\VRAITH said the 
Minister for Lands had told them that the £1,000 
would not be spent, and that eight men would 
be sufficient. The Minister for Lands had told 
them the real story. There were five JVIinisters 
on the bench, one of whom had nothing to do, 
and the Government had arranged with him to 
work the gardens. They could not be kept up 
without money, and therefnre £1,000 extra was 
asked for. He had the highest appreciation of the 
cap,1bilities of the hon. member for Maryborough 
in the matter of gardening. He had won his 
spm·s at .i\1aryborough ; but the Government, 
bec>tuse they had not yet pa.ssed the Officials in 
Parliament Bill and provide<! for the hon. 
member, were now asking that £1,000 be voted to 
keep him in employment. There w>ts no doubt 
of that. 'fhat £1,000 was to keep the Hon. Mr. 
Sheridan employed, but if the Minister for 
Lands wanted to get his Estimates thmugh he 
ought not to try and slip little jobs of that sort 
through the House. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : Shame ! 
The HoN. Sm T. 1\IciLWllAI'fH: \Vho says 

"Shan1e"? 
The lVIINISTBE :FOR LANDS: I do. 

The Ho:< Sm T. :\1ciLWRAITHsaid if Min
isters wanted to get their Estimates through 
the House they should not try and slip them 
through in that quiet and, he might say, mther 
shabby "'"Y· If that did not meet with the 
approval of the lVlinister for Lands, he was 
sorry for it. Tha hon. gentleman asked them for 
£1,000 for extra labour, and it had been clearly 
shown what the money was for. It h:td ,been 
clearly shown that if they spent that money on the 
Brisbane Botanic Gardens they thereby spent 
mnre than h,1lf the amount that bar! been granted 
for the gardens all over the colony. He thought 
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thttt W>tS too much, especially'" no reason had been 
;Jiven for it. The l)rmuie1· Haid tha,t of cour:;e the 
capital ought to h>t\'e a great dettl of eonsidera
tion, and he (Sir T. J\Icllwraith) agreed tlmt it 
should, bnt they had given it greater and greater 
consideration every year, while Yery little had 
heeu spent on other towns. Re was not 
very particular about the amount put elm; n 
for the recreation re•;erves of Brisbtme, but he 
wat-J :;trongly in fanJur of increaoing the 
reseHes in every other part of the colony. 
[ f the Premier wanted to get his Estimates 
through, he should keep out of those little 
"jobs" for which the JYiinister for Lands 
seemed to show snch speci>tl affection. The 
!ton. member liked to stick to his "old ]ml," 
and he had fastened on the hrm. member for 
JY1aryborough, and would find him employ
ment. If the hon. member for J'.1aryborough 
would he well employed it would be a good 
thing, and then he might become really " a 
fifth wheel," and would take care that the 
expenditure of thnt £1,000 did not drop into 
othm· hands. 'J'he only sort of safeguard 
tlmt the Committee had that that money 
would be expended, was th>tt it was to he spent 
by the hon. member for :VIaryhorough. It was 
simply a vote to give a good thing to the hon. 
n1en1ber. 

The PREMIER sttid he rnse to congratulate 
t.he hem. member on the elegant speech he had just 
made in referring to a proposal to improve the 
gardenK in Bri8bane, as a "job," and ah;o in the 
eiegant manner in which he had characterised 
the hon. member for ~Iaryborough as a "pal" 
of the Mini,;ter for Ltmds. If the hon. gentle
man thought tlmt he added anything to his 
reputation by ;;peeches of that kind he (the 
Premier) did not think so. He thought any 
further argu1nent wa~ unnece~-;sary. 

The Ho:-.. Sru T. MoiL\VRAITH said he 
had heard that speech twenty times, and it made 
j LJst as much impresgion on him as a drop of 
rain on a felt hat. 

The MIKISTl~R FOR LAXDS said he did 
not think any remarks would have any impreBHion 
on the hon. member. The hrm. member was not 
ttctiug consistently with the dignity of his 
position in characteri..,ing that vote at> "a job,~' 
nnrl in saying that the estimate was framed to 
suit the wishes of his (the Minister for Lands') 
e\llleague {Mr. Sheridan). He did not think the 
hon. member for .I\Iulgrave had at any time 
been able to get the gratuitous services of 
such a man as :Mr. Sheridan in doing work 
for the country. There was generally some
thing more substantial behind than there was 
in the present case. :JYir. Sheridan had devoted 
;t great deal of his time and knowledge in carry
ing- out the improvements in these gardens; and 
tu stty that that £1,000 was for the purpose of 
giving hin1 a job, \vhen he n1ade nothing out of 
it-sacrificing indeed the whole of his spare time 
tu the duties-was utterly inconsistent with 
the decency of any member of the Committee, 
:tncl especially of the position occupied by 
the hon. member for ~Iulgrave. [t was 
a, most indecent charge to make. If there 
had been any pay attached to it there might 
have been something to go on-there might have 
been some semblance of a foundation for the 
sbtement ; but tts it was, there was not even the 
sernb.Jance-it was only throwing up mud, and 
notlung elsf'. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAlTH said that 
if the hon. member thought he had defended 
his friend, 1\d:r. She!'idan, fron1 a.n attack made 
'..lpon him by him (Sir T. Jlil.cilwraith) he was 
sreat!y l!.listaken. He W3.:S not a..ware that hs 
attwked J' . .fr. Sh0ridan; he never attributed to 
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him any improper motives ; on the contrary, 
he complimented the hon. member on being a 
good gardener, and having won his spurs as 
a gardener. If e also said that it was a very 
good thing that the Minister for Lands should 
have found employment for him. That was 
what the :Minister for Lands had done by putting 
that £1,000 on the J~stimates, and Mr. Sheridan 
would no doubt spend it as well as any man in 
the colony could do. He (Sir '1'. Mcllwraith) said 
that from his experience of the hon. member in 
Maryhorough. But why they should be required 
to spend £1,000 in order to keep the hon. member 
employed he could not understand. They might 
possibly lose the services of Mr. Sheridan as 
''fifth wheel.'' 

The HoN. R. B. SHERIDAN: I rise to order, 
sir. I think those words ought to he taken 
down. I aJJpeal to you, Mr. Fraser. 

The Hox. Sm T. MuiLWHAI'J'H: Mr. 
Fraser, who is in possession of the Chair? 

The CHAIRMAN: Sir Thomas :iYicilwraith. 
The HoN. Sm T. MaiL WRAITH said he had 

no objection to the words being taken down. 
The hon. member did not seem to know when hB 
was being complimented. 

'rhe HoN. R. B. SHERIDAN : I do not want 
your compliments. I want to be complimented 
by a respectable man. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLvVHAI'l'H said he 
thought he ought to move that those words 
be taken down. The hon. member happened 
to be a good gardener in Maryborough; hut 
when they were asked to spend money in order 
to carry out the hon. member's '·fad " in 
Brisbane, that was a different matter alto
gether. \Vhy he said that was that the Minister 
for Lands did not give the slightest reason for 
increasing the expenditure. 'l'hat expenditure 
had increased to more than double, and no reason 
was given for it by the Minister for Lands. 
Then the hon. member for Maryborough got up 
and did his duty for the first time that year, 
acting as trustee for the Botanic Gardens. It 
was next explained that the sum was pnt down 
to keep the hon. member employed. If that was 
the only object, then it was not worth the 
money. If the hon. member wanted to look 
after a garden, let him buy a piece of land and 
have one of his own; then he conld brag about 
the results as much as he liked; but he did not 
see why they should have votes put on the 
Estimates to carry out any expensive "hobby" 
that the Minister for Lands and Mr. Sheridan 
might have. 

The HoN. R. B. SHERIDAN said it should 
Le remembered that there were two other 
trustees besides himself ; and therefore any 
improvements that had been made in the gardens 
reflected as much credit upon them as upon him
self. Those gentlemen were fully employed every 
day ; bnt yet they could find time to devote to the 
management of the gardens. Both gentlemen were 
in the Chamber listening to what he was saying_ 
The hon. member for Mnlgrave had spoken of him 
as a good gardener-he did not know why. But 
he (Mr. Sheridan) might just as well speak of the 
hon. member as a good water-closet maker. If 
the hon. member applied the epithet "gardener," 
which he knew he did, in terms of derision 
aml contempt, he (Mr. Sheridan) had just as 
good a right to return the compliment. 
The hon. member further stated that he (Mr. 
Hheridan) at Maryborough won his spurs as a 
gardener. He (Mr. Sherid9"n) might just M 

well say the hon, member won his spurs at New 
Guinea ; but the difference was tliat the hon. 
member got his spnrs and he (Mr. Sheridan) did 
not. He wac really sorry that the hon. membe1' 
had forced hirn to speal\: in t)lat wa.r, fte :wa~ 
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not indebted for any good or bar! opinion to 
the hrm. member. He (M1·. Sheridau) was not a 
disturber of the peace nf any family in any \\'ay : 
he waR not a perl"mn \vhn ca.1ne before the world 
in a RUspectect manner: he conld be:tr tn kwe the 
whole of hio life opened and diRCHRRed in that Com
mittee, or anywhere else, and he lwped the hou. 
rnember waR in the Raine happy pn:-:;ition. 

Question -That the "mu of £2,!i32 o11ly be 
;::ranted for the Botanic Ciarden"~vut. 

:\Jr. STEVE~SON said they h<Ld recei,ed a 
lot of varied information from the hon. member 
for JYlaryborongh, who had told them how well 
the gardens were kept; and a great de<11 of infor
mation about himself and about what he was 
capable of doing and what he was incapable of 
doing, ancl that he wa" incapable of disturbing 
the peace of any family. All that was euper
ftuous; but the question he (JYir. Stevensrm) 
asked had not been answered as to what had 
become of the aniwal" that nsed to be in the 
gardens? Could the hon. gentlen:1an answer 
that? 

The MIRIS'I'ER ]<'OH LANDS said he die! 
not know what had become of the animals. He 
could not say that he was aware of any reduc
tion iD- the nun1ber; he never sa,w any thet·e 
except a monkey or two. So far as he knew they 
were there yet. 

Mr. l'ERGGSON said that another reason 
given by the Government for the increase to the 
vote this year wa" thathon. members complaineu 
from year to year of the state of the gardens. 
On the same g·mund the other gardens in the 
colony had a right to an increased vote ; because 
members had complained year after ye:>r uf "" 
:increaRe being givm1. The hon, ~iinister for 
Lands told them that he had llot increased any 
other vote, because it was against hi~ principle 
to vote any money for gardens. But he sacrificed 
his principle where the Brisbane Gardens were 
concerned. 'I'hehon.memberfor li:ortitude Valley 
had said the increase wadair, because the Brisbane 
Gardens were for the whole of the colony, and sent 
plants all over the colony. He coulu tell hrm. 
members it would have beell better if no t>laut~ 
had ever been ~eut frmn the Brisbaue Uarden~, 
because they had spread the awst noxious weerk 
He hat! " fine garden, and got smue l'ahmble 
plants from the Brisbane Uardens, with the resnlt 
that hi:-5 garden becan1e o\'ergro\vn with nnt-gra:::;s 
aml had to be abmulonerl. 

Mr. STEYE"'SOX ><t~id he lmol not net haLl 
an nw.;wer to hiR q nm;tion. 1-Itt knew thBre u~ell 
to be animals in the gat·dells. He also wanted 
to know who wet·e the trustees of the gardens ~ 

The Ho:-.-. R. B. SHERIDAN seid he 111ight 
state that the monkeys were sent to the Zoo
logical ::lociety in Sytlney, and that the trustees 
had received in their place some very beautiful 
::;\vans. 

}/Jr. STEVEKSO:;'{: Uo I understand they 
were exchrtnged for swans? 

The Holi. R. B. SHERIDAN said they were 
given to the Zoological Society in Sydney on the 
promise that swans and other ornamental bircls 
would be sent here. The swans had arrived ; 
and he might add that they were infinitely more 
valuable in point of price than the monkeys. 

:VIr. STJ~VENS0:;\1 said he did not <Jnik 
understand whether they were exchanged for thv 
~wans, or first made a present to the Zoologic'Ll 
~ociety in ::lydney. 

'l'he MINIS'rEH FOR LAKll::l said h" 
thought there could be no doubt ahout that, after 
what the hon. JllP.Jllher for l\1 aryhnrnugh hnd 
jnst said. 

)fr. STEVEYSO:(;; He u.licl the)' we1·e ;;i;·en. 
Questi0n put. 

l\Ir. S'I'EVEX::lOi\ askecl whether the :\linis
ter fill' Ln,nlb; kne\v \\'ho were the truRtee'"' ~ 
"\\r a~ he gning to dela.y hiK own l<~~tin1ates by 
ref1n:inA" infonm1tinn '! 1 { e (~J t'. KttWt'llfiOn) wnulrl 
stop there till doomsrh,\' ntther than let the n•t.e 
go without getting the infnrnHtt,ion he a,skerl fnr. 

The :\liXfSTElt FOR L.L'\U:-< said tl•nt if 
the hon. lllCiuber harl only a~ked who were tl1P. 
trnsteeH he would have told him. The hon. 
1nernber had rrnunbled :;ornething ",.~hich he c(lulcl 
not hear. The Hon. R. B. Sheridan was one of 
the trustees ; JUr. Tnlly, the Surveyor-General, 
another ; and :Mr. Bernays, Clerk of the As,em
bly, the third. 

:\lr. STEVE~SON said the lwn. member l!eed 
not get angry because he wac; aRked a que~tiull. 
He had asked the queHtion quite ph1inly, and 
in a perfectly civil vnty. lie was inforn1e< I 
on good authority tlu1t the monkeys wm" 
sent as a present to the New South \V<~]e, 
Zoolog:' ca.l Society at the w hin1 of one of 
the trustees. Another trustee might take a 
fancy to get other nwnkey ~ that woulcl cot>t the 
country a goorl deal. He did not :;ee that the 
rnonkeys were doing any hann, and they were 
a snurce of arnusmnent to 1nany people, 
especially chilrlren. It did not come within the 
duty of the trustees to get rid of aninwJs 
tlmt had been brought there by i•ther trustees. 
There \Va~ no exchange 1nade at the tirue, and 
no underRtanding that swan~ were to be got in 
pi<Cce of the moukeys. There was another thing 
he wanted to refer t•J. The hon. member for 
l\IarybOl'ongh had told them that the p>1rk 
ranger was doing hi"i \Vork in a very ~mtbfctetory 
umuuer. He would like the hem. member to 
take the p:trk ranger along the river bank hmn 
one end of the gctrdens to the other, rnake hiln 
look clown the face of the bauk~if he could stand 
the stench~-and then say whether he 'vas doing 
his work in a sn.ti~factory rnanner. 
Question~That the sum of £2,()32 only he 

gmnted-put. The Committee divided:~ 
An:~. 1~. 

Sir '1,_ ::\lellwrailh, 2\le.s:-::rs. Archer, 2\htt•ro~~an. Xorton, 
Blaek. Al<md. :Steveu~on, Lalor. Nebon. Lbsncr, .h;.~~op, 
ancll·1el·g-u::;llll. 

:.\lt•,,.,r:r~. l\Ii\es. Gritlith, LJkk::;on. Untton. Shl'l'idan, 
:-i111yth . .;\btedon<tld~PatPr~on. Buckland, .lot•dan. J<'()Ote, 
lsrLlnhert, WhitP. Kell<~tt. :.\fellor. BaileY. B<-,attie, Pnllner. 
~alkeltl. Foxton, Hig~on, (lrilllCt-:_., 3Iacf<lria ne, ancl Groom. 

tJuestion re:-;olved in the negative. 
The Ho:-;. ~m T. :\ldLWlL'dTH said he rlid 

not know whether hon. lneinberH had cou:-3i.d~red 
the result of the vote they had just given. Last 
nL~ht they had considered the votes for resenes 
to the different pm'ts of the colony. Res~ne 
Yotes had been paBsed to different towns, showing
a reduction made of one-fonrth; while the Minister 
for Lands had disagreed with the principle of 
snpporting the reserves at all. 'l'hey, on his :;ide 
of the Committee, had consented for the sn.ke 
of economy to the reduction proposed. Hut 
there cana) on next the vote which applied tn 
Brisbane alone~for the >ame plll']JOi<e as the 
reserves in other jml'ts of the colony. And what 
had they done? They had votecl to Brisbane a 
"um of £G,S83, and for the whole of the reot 
of the colony ,£3,050. They h<Lcl reduced the 
votes for all the rest of the colony by 2ii per cent., 
allcl increased thm;e for Brisbane by :iO per ceut. 
Country 1ne1nher:-; would Ree the llnfairlle/'s of H 

vote of that kind. and how unfair it was tlmt a 
Uovernment which repre,ented excln"ively that 
part of the colony should try and force ex
travagance in those voteR which applied l<> 
BriEbane, and eirourn~cribe their operations in all 
other parts of the colony. He rlid not himself 
~-l~,ldii:!~" t hF atnuunt that VJ.:lS spent on t.l-.!& 
bc.ta'nic Gardens in Brbbane., but it was unfair 
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thaL while ~nch a larg-e <Lnionnt wa.,..; ~pent there 
~nch stiugy eeonmny should ha.ve been exerci.·;ed 
Low:uds thnother pa.rts of the colony. 

-:\_lr. -l~L.\CK ~~dd he w:.tt' very lllHeh dir<,..;<tti:-~~ 
lied in rt"ga.rd to the vote, nwre espedn1ly a:-5 the 
hon. HI81tlber for :i\L::uyborougb ha.d given then1 
to nnder.<tand that though ~1,000 was put down 
for 0xtm .lahom thiH year, next year half th:1t 
>tuwunt w.mld he sufficient. Tlmt meant that 
the £1,000 vote was going to be perpetn'lted to 
eome <Jxtent in the fntnre. He moved that the 
smu of ~3,032 be reduced by the sum of £U9\J. 

::\[r. ALAXD said he trusted the hon. member 
fnr ::\bckay would not press the amendment for 
Kuc.:h <1 rednction of th"~ \-ote, or pur~ue the tactics 
of moving its reduction £1 lly £1. He (Mr. 
Alaml) thunght that the (~overnment had been 
ru,ther too l:wish and liberal in the way they 
:-\pent nwney on the Botanic (}ardens in Brisbnne, 
sm11e11·hat u,t the expenRe of the reserveR and 
lKtrks in other 1mrts of the colony. But h"'ving 
(,een beaten on the vote, the other ~i<le should be 
eo11tent, unless their object was to take up the 
tilue of the Cmnnlittee Ly going on dividing and 
dividing on the matter. 

The Hos . • T. :\I. MACRORSAX s:tid that 
as ~t generttl rule it was right, when a party had 
l1een defec.tteU on a di vi:-lion in trying to reduce 
a vote, that they should submit to the 
opinion of the umjority of Committee. But 
in that particular case he had no intention 
of submitting, and he hoped the hon. 
1ue1nlmr fo1· 1\[ackay would continue in the 
direction he had 1iow taken. If he did he 
would h'we his support right to the end of the 
£1,000 taking it £1 by £1. Hie; reason for doing 
"'was that he meant to call the attention of the 
whole colony to the fact of the wttnt of f>tir play 
exhibited by the Lands Department to every 
place outside Brisbane. There ·was no other 
way of doing it but that adopte<l by the hun. 
mernl.Jer for ::\lackay. If they sat there that 
night voting on that particula,r 8Ull1, the people 
of the colony would ask what the members of the 
Assembly had been doing. And when they funnel 
out what they had been doing he was quite certain 
that they would endorse their action. But whether 
they did so or not, he thought it was only right 
that attention should he called to the fact that 
£1.,700 wa< about to be gi,·en to Brisbane more 
thn.n to the whole of the colony for reserve' and 
parks. He had no desire to protract the 
discussion on the Estimates or to take up the 
time of the Committee, but he looked upon the 
Jnatter as one involving principle. 

question put. 
The Committee divided:

AYEs, 11. 
t:;ir 'l' . .)Ieilwrai.th, )Iessrs. Arrhcr, 3-·hv~ros~an. '\"ebon, 

Hhl(•k, St.cvenson, liissuer 1\ortou, Lalor, Jcssop, and 
l'er~uson. 

~ot:.'-5, 21. 
~Ies.srs. (;riJJith. ISheridau, Dntton, Dicksou ::\liks, 

)[al·donald-Patcrson, t:;uJyth, BuckJand, £sau1bcrt, Jordan, 
(~1·imes. ,,~hitP, :Poote, Kellett, l\1cllor, Beattie, Jl,oxton, 
~'Lt<'fal'lanc, t:ialkeld, Bailey. and Groom. 

Question resolved in the negative. 

lVIr. STJ,;v:K:SSON said he intended to sup· 
port the hon. members for 1\Iackay and Towns
ville in trying to g"t the vote recluced. The 
)'Jinister for Lamls himself did not believe in 
that expenditnrP, and yet he came down with 
" largely increu,sed vote for the Botanic Gardens 
of Brisbane. Last night whPn HeYernl l1on. 
members on that eicle u,skecl th:1t other towns of 
the colony-which were a,s much entitled to 
\'"J'1rticipate in the "trot~ in yw0portion-s;hould be 
C'msidered theY were actually bughed at, and 
were told by tht. Premier that they were mal:inc; 
a scram tie. Other places had a right to be treated 

on exactly the :·mme lines as Brisbnnc, and whr:m 
they found that HriRlntne was to get over ~1, 700 
lllOt'C than all the rPst of the colony put together 
jt w~"tH tinte so1ueLhing '"a~ done to draw attention 
to the bet. He should move as tw mnendmen~ 
tlmt the vote be reduced by £998. 

Mr. FERGUSO?< said he hoped the hon. 
member for 1\'[ackay would not go any further iH 
his opposition to the vote. He could see plainly 
that there was not the slightest use in trying to 
reduce it. It was evident from the last division 
that the Xorth would get no justice done to it. Of 
the large majority who voted on the last division, 
only two members-thobe for vVide Bay-repre
sented constituencieH north of Brisbane. All 
the re't represented the southern part of the 
colony. Such being the case, what could hon. 
members expect? They might go on like that 
for a month, and thQ result would be the same; 
and it would be a waste of time to go on dividing 
any longer. 

::\Ir. BLACK said he was wrry he could not 
entirely agree with the hem. member for Rock
hampton. He knew they were quite in acconl 
on the matter. He was quite prepared to sit 
there for a month. He had already been there for 
five months, and had got little or no considera
tion. In fact, the Northern members were get
ting no consiclemtion whatever from what he 
could only stigmatise as a Queen-street JYlinistry. 
He was going to call the attention nf the country 
to that state of affairs. The hon. member for 
Townsville had pointed out the monstrouH nature 
of the vote, anclnnless they made a determined 
stand now, the vote would be passed without 
notiee, and very likely next year they would be 
a"ked to gru,nt a still larger amount. He wu,,; 
Rorry he could not withdraw his op[lOsition to 
the vote. 

Mr. GRIMES stticl the hem. member for Rock
hampton had cu,lled attention to the fact that 
only two members north of Brisbane voted with 
tho majority in the last instance. He (Mr. 
Grimes) wished to point out that the most 
northern member voted for the full amount 
during the first divi,;ion. He referred to the 
hon. member for Burke. 

The Hox. J. lVI. MACROSSAN said the 
C[Uestion was not one »S to who voted for and 
'' ho voted against the motion, as far as he 
was concerned. The hem. member for Burke 
might vote for or against it, just as he 
ple>t,ecl, but if he did not feel as warmly on 
the point as the other Northern members did, he 
was at liberty to please himself. He (Hon. 
,J. i\1. Macrossan) would call the attention of 
the hon. member for Oxlev to the fact that the 
member for Burke did not vote in the second 
division. He voted with the Government in the 
first division, no doubt. He would call attention 
to another fact, in addition to the fact that 
£1,732 1nore wa . .., being given to Brisbane than to 
the whole of the other parts of the colony. 'l'hPre 
was the town of Dalby which had no reserve 
on that list; a town which was supposed worthy 
by the House of having a representative to 
itself. That gentleman voted against the £1,000. 
'£here was the town of Clermont in the same 
position. Clermont was also a place supposed 
worthy by the House to have a member allotted 
tu itself. The gentlemmt who represented Cler. 
mont S>tt on the c;overnment side of the House, 
and if he was not public-spirited enough to vote 
against the town being left out he could do as he 
pleased. 

HO:"Ot:RCBLE ~IENBERS: He is not here! 

The HoN. J. ::vr. MACROSSAN sa,id he 
referred tc~ ~Ir. Hi!=!son, thinking he !·ep~·e~ 
sented C1el'mont. He was connecting Cle!":nont 
with the hon, member on account of the lane! 
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transaction that took place there six or eight 
months a;;o, and he intended to nllude to th>Lt 
matter when they came to ftnother vote. Then there 
was the town of Gl1edstone, which he w>Ls certnin 
was just >CS much entitled to a 1.·eserve ns Tiaro. 
\Vhat was Tiaro? Had any member ever seen it? 
\Vhy, there were n dozen little hamlets between 
Brisbane :tncl Sandgate l><rger and of more 
importance th>Ln Tinro. Then there was the 
town of Ca.irnH. There wa~ no reserve for it, 
and no attempt hy the .Minister at making 
a reserve ; but there \Vets a reserve for 8onth
port, whilst the men who visited that place 
were chiefly inhabitants of Brisbane, who went 
down there to enjoy themselves and get a 
mouthful of fresh >Lir and a clip in the sea; so 
that those people had not only a splendid 
and a costly reserve in Brisbane, but one nt 
Southport, \vhere they went d<JWn to recreate 
thenmelves. Then there was the town of Port 
Douglas-no reserve ; but Cleveland had one, 
and Cleveland was about as important as 
1:\onthpnrt, with the exception that it wns not so 
large, and certainly not as large and important 
as Port Dougla,s, frmn a revenue point of view, 
notwithstanding it wa.~ to have a railway as we11 
ns :t reserve. Then there was Herberton-11 very 
in1portant inland centre-no reRorve. RavenB
wood was tneritioned last night in the Con1n1ittee, 
but he could not get the Minister for Lands to 
make " promise to put a sum on the Supple
ment>try Estimates for" reserve for that place. 
He did make a promise for Charters Towers, and 
that was one of the most important place:; out of 
Brisbane; it and Gym pie were the two most im
portant. Then there was Xonwtnton-another 
place with no reserve. Heoaid rwthiug ofBurke
town, because it was too small. 

The P RE1liEll : Then there i.s Bonli<t. 

The HoN. J. M. 1\IACROS~-L-\.::'\: There 1ras 
Bhtekall, another ]Jlace beginning with a B. 

The PRE~UER: )\.nd there is Hil'<lsville. 

The Hus. J. M. 11ACEO~;,\AX '>ti<l BlaeLtll 
was a place he had ne1·er seen. He believed it 
was larger than Southport, larger than Cle,·e
land, and very much larger than that other 
watering-place~but he forgot rriaro wa~ not a 
watering-place. It was a place to which water 
was brought. 

The PRK~IIER: There is Bognntungan. 

'l'he Hos. ,T. M. MACROSSA::'\ s:ticl then 
there was that neighbour of Blackall-Armn>w·
another town without a reHerve. Emerald, a 
town which was becoming of great importance; 
the junction of two important railway lines; the 
junction of the Clermont and Spring,mre line:;; 
a pl>Cce which he believer! would be the Ipswich 
of Central Queensl>Lm1. Then there were Goon
diwindi and 't'arnbo. 

The PREMIEll : Is that all ~ 

The HoN. J. ::VL MACHOSSA~ Httid every 
one of those places he had mentioned was 
nwre in1porta.nt and 1nore der:;erving- of a 
reHerve than Tiaro, and yet there wns £50 
<lawn on the .Estimates for Tiaro. Well, he 
supposed Tiaro must have been put down to 
soothe and p1ccify the member for \Vide Bay. 
He did not know of any other rea~mtH. Xow, he 
wanted every hon. Ineutber to know the way in 
which the towlls outside of Hri:;Lane were 
treated, ".ntl then thny could vote for the vote or 
.:.t~<ainf-1t it. T,hen e\·ery indiYirlnal 1neinber 1nnst, 
tn :-3atiBfy hif:; oWIJ conscience, detern1ine how he 
slwuld treat the action of the ( inYernment in that 
matter. 

The PRE:J.:ILEE.. .aid he -,..-,J~clel·ed ·-hethE'" 
'the E~tne ..,nirit ,r;f localhm:. bad e·:e.:' been dL~ 
f)~,)'e:l i)j anf other COUlltr:' in the WOilJ as in 

Queenslnncl. Year after ye>Lr there were some 
members who made it their business and traded 
upon trying to get up nninwsi~y between one 
part of the colony and another. B'or many years 
members on both side~ had been doing all they 
could to dispel that feeling-:t purely factious 
feeling worketl up by interested persons. He 
thought the time !me! passed for that sort of 
thing ; !Jut they were told now that they 
should have a night or two of it. lt seemed 
to him just then th>Lt the hon. member 
for :Mulgrave had attnined tw,, objects hy the 
tactics he had been purtming. He had snid 
that afternoon tlmt the Estimates would take 
until the end of next week to pa.•s. It was very 
ea~y tn nutke a prophecy cnnw true ; and the 
hem. mGmber evidently intended that his pro
phecy .,hould come true. The hon. member had 
also illw.,trated in a pecuiictr rnanner hi~ deRire 
to assist the Uovernment in the conduct of their 
business. He (the Premier) was at a loss to 
nmlerstancl why the proposition simply to utili,,e 
and reclaim a wastepartofthe gar<lens in Brisb>tne 
should be recei vecl in the rrianner it had been. 
The matter was not one of very great importance. 
There was simply a proposal tlutt :t part of the 
gardenH that harl htin \v~u.;te for n1auy years, 
should be mncle to look respect>Lble; and yet 
all the evening- had been wasted on such a 
uKeleRR di:-:;cussion. It wa:-; rather a Ringular 
circumstance that the members who took up the 
time of the Committee, objecting to items of 
expenditure, were the very men who put the 
items on the Estimates in the first instance. 
That waH a 1'3ingnlal' thing. If they wen~ going 
to discuss the items in that way, then they would 
have to find out who wns first responsible for 
puttin~ theu1 on the Ef:>thnate~. But W<1R that 
"·m·thy of any me11 who legislated for the afhirs 
of the country~ Of course. if hon. rnern~ 
Lers liked, they <'oul<l have 1,000, or 10,000, 
or 2-10,000 divisions ; bnt then the business 
wonld be sto}Jped. Tlu~ Uovennuent de~ired to 
get through the Lu~ine8s in the ordinary lliall

ner, ~tnd, deRiring also tl1at the prophecy of the 
hon. member should uot be fulfilled, hoped that 
the general good sense of the Conunittee would 
allow the lmsiness to be lJroceeclecl with. 

The Hos. Sm T. i\IdLWRAITH said he 
r1uite agreed with the hon. member when he 
said he did not suppose there was auother 
colony where there was such a spirit of 
Iocalisn1 as in Queensland. Take, fGr in
stance, New South \Vales and Victoria. .Ttmtice 
in the n1atter of parks and reserve~ wa.::- done 
to the different districts in those colonies ; 
nud neither .Melbourne nor Sydney got every
thing. \Vhen the hon. member cleprecnted 
th>Lt spirit of localism lw should look to what 
waH Leing done for BriBbaue, ttnd to the wn.y in 
which other part' of the colony were being 
ne~lected. The MiniBter for Lands had pre
viously deprecatetl an increased ex1 Jenditure on the 
reserves of the colony, and said he wished them 
wiped nnt altogether ; and yet he ca.me down with 
that senseless item of £1,000 for a system of high 
gardening in a particular pttrt of the Brisbane 
Ganlens. ::'\o wonder hon. members had had 
their attention directed to that sort of thing. 
The Premier snicl that he (Sir T. :\lcllwmith) 
had tried to nutke a prediction, that the Esti
lnate;-; \vonlflnut pn:-;:-; that year, uotrw true : hut 
thnt was ab,mnl. Tf he had wished tu stop the 
lm~ine:-;:-;, he could have do11e ~o on 111Ucl1 

1nore hnportant 'lue:~tiun~ than that now before 
them; hut he h>Ld cloue his duty as leader 
of the ( lp]"'sitinu in criticising Bilb ; and 
when he harl let the country thoroughly 
nnclerstand the ')uestion. he had done what. he 
could to "'·"ist in-naE<sing' those Bills. He defied 
the Premier to s8,y that, anythinp- he bad done 
tha~ e-.-ening was a de}'a•'t'.ll·e frt>u} that c;mrse. 
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The hon. member might fancy that because he 
would not allow his own side to run riot on small 
questions, thathe(SirT. ::\Ic I! wraith) was to be res
ponsible for his own side in the same way. He did 
not believe in titkingup the time of the Committee 
on a small item of £1,000, although it affected 
the vitrtl interest" of the colony and illustrated 
the w:1y in which the northern districts were 
treated by the Southern member,;. He had 
looked for f.;Oine a.Hsistance from n1ernbers 
on the other side, but he had not got it. 
\Vhen the votes for reserves were l>efore the 
Comrnittee, the Prenrier conternptnously referred 
to the cla.itns for other districts m; "a scra.1nble 
for money." The fact was the Government had 
put down llE'arly everything for Brisbane and 
nothing for m:tny other parts of the colony. 
There waK no reaRon tn '' aRte tirne over the vote, 
if the Premier lmd the good sense to advise his 
colleague to withdraw the vote. ]~ither the 
::\finister for Lands or the hon. member for 
~faryborough muHt be 'vrong on the tnatter ; 
becftuso the one said that when that £1,000 
was spent no more would be required for 
that purpose; while the other said it would 
take £'500 a year to keep that part of the gardens 
in or<ler. One of them must be wrong. He 
did not see why they should spend money to 
suit a hobby of any l\Iinister. He was sure the 
people in Brisbane, when they considered the 
small amount of money voted for parks and 
gardens in other parts of the colony, would cry 
shame on the ::\Iinistry. 

The :MINISTER FOB, LANDS said that 
one would think the present (~overnment was 
the only Government that had spent large sums 
of money on public p<trks and reserves; but he 
would just clmw attention to the fact that there 
W<ts a vote of £1,i'i50 put down last year by the late 
l~overnment for ::\fount Coottha--a vote for fen
cing a scrubby mountain three 1niles nut nf Bri~
bane, which nobody could reach. Even he, who 
li vecl much nearer to it, had tried to reach it by 
walking aurl could not do it; he would have to use 
a hon.;e to ~et there. Now there vvas £2P.O 1110re 

require<] to completn the work. He had never 
put clown an item more grudgingly tln1n that. It 
was an utterly worthless expenditure so far as 
the people of Brisbane were concerned. If the 
money had been spent in embellishing the gar
dem there would have been some justification 
for it; but as it was it was the most umvarrantable 
expenditure he ever heard of. The hon. member 
fo>r Townsville seemed to have forgotten that 
the towns he referred to, Clermont -and Dalhy, 
had returned members for a long time. The 
hon. 1ne1uber \Vas a mentber of a Government 
for four or five years. vVhy did he not see that 
a sum of money was put on for thme places ? 
As to the vote for Tiaro, that was put on by the 
late Government. There was no difference 
whatever in the Estimates for reserves ; they 
weee .iust in the same state, so far as the amount 
wa.s concernerl, as under the late Government. 
The only difference was the £300 for Bundaberg, 
which he promised last year. 

The Hox. Sm T. MaiL WRAITH said that 
the hon. member stated that the expenditure at 
:Mount Cnottha was most unwarrantable ; but he 
held a diiferent npinion. There was nothing he 
was prouder of than in having made that 
reserve; and if that £1,000 had been put 
down to make it a better reserve for the 
people of Brisbane, then he thought it would 
have been received a great deal more favourably. 
He admitted that the late Government put on 
the vote for Tiaro, and they would have done a 
g-eeat deal more fot· other parts of the colony. 
What he ob.iected to was that they should vote 
so much for one part of the Brisbane Gardens, 
and not g·iv" anything to other places in the 

colony. That was what had raised the opposition 
of members who were not directly connected with 
Brisbane. 

Mr. STEVENSO"' said he did not believe 
in the expenditure for ::\Iount Coottha ; it was a 
very g0od thing- to procla,int a reserve there, but 
the expense' were not justifiable. At the s>tme 
time if the Minsster for Lands felt so strongly on 
the point he should remember that two wrongs 
did not make a right, and what right had he to 
propose another £2fi0 fm·that reserve? It was only 
1naking things wor:-~e, when he said tl~at nobody 
could get up there. The leacler of the Opposition 
had pointed out that they did not find 
fault with the late Ministry, or the present 
::Yiinistry, for putting on sums of money for 
reserves in ditferent parts of the colony. 
They complained that they were not putting on 
enough. They wanted other places to get the 
same proportion as Beisbane, and objected to 
such places being unrecognised altogether. \V hen 
Northern members asked that the same treat
ment should be meted out to their districts, 
thev were treated with contempt, and left out as 
they were last night. 

Mr. ARCHER said he had an opinion of his 
own in some mattters. He did not say that he 
CJuite agreed with what had fallen from the 
hon. leader of the Opposition as to the 
expenditure upon ::Y[ount Coottha ; but now 
it W<1S fenced he had no doubt it would 
become a favourite resort of the people of 
Brisbane, and in times to come they would be 
very g-rateful to the person who first suggeRted 
that being reRer\·ed. It was a magnificent place 
in spite of what the hon. Minister for Lands 
said. That g-entlenmn said it was a poor place, 
which showed there was a difference of opinion, 
and only proved that some persons could enjoy 
the place and others could not. He heard the 
Premier preach a very good doctrine about 
obstruction, and he was perfectly well aware 
that during- the first and second years of the 
last Parliament that that gentleman carried 
obstruction to a point which he considered 
unjustifiable ; that was with reg-ard to the 
mail service. He would have obstructed to 
the last, bnt the then leader of the Govern
ment had the firmne's to make a wall of stone 
which the hon. gentleman could not break down. 
He (~1r. Archer) hac! come to the conclusion 
that obstruction was not justifiable unless 
there was some principle involved. Therefore 
the Premier's obstruction to the mail serYice 
for nine weeks was not justifiable, and he (Mr. 
Archer) did not consider it justifiable to continue 
voting on the point to-night. They had divirled 
twice, to show the country the injustice that 
was being done. He had come to the conclusion 
that members of Parliament were only justified 
in obstructing when there was a matter of 
principle involved that injllrimmly affected the 
country as a whole. Therefore he could not sup
port his hon. friends any longer. He had pro
posed himself that £1,000 should be knocked off, 
and he voted alw for the second amendment ; 
but he did not think the principle involved 
justified him in carrying on his obstruction 
further. 

The HoN. J. M. ::VlACR08SAN said he was 
not going to sa~· that the hnn. member for Black
all had shown the white feather; but their opinions 
differed. He (Hon. J. ::VI. l\:Iacrossan) looked 
U]JOn obstruction as having its use in parliamen
tary government the same as every other prh·i
lege. It enabled a member of Parliament to 
call attention to what otherwise would have 
escaped the notice of people. Obstruction now 
would have the result of attaining the object 
that those who were opposing the \'ote had in 
view. The hrm. member for Blackall ha<! 
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twitted the hon. Premier for hn,ving obstructed 
for nine weeks. The hon. gentleman tried to 
look virtuous and turned up his eyes, but he 
thought he was doing right ; whether he wn,s or 
not was a matter of opinion. One effect that 
obstruction had was that there was never 
:tn Act pn,ssed by the latG Government that was 
so closely scrutinised, or improved upon after
wards, by the people of the colony, and the 
reason w:1s that it was so much obstructed. It 
would never have lJeen so well understood in 
the northern and western parts of the colony ; 
so the hon. gentleman lost by obstruction. But 
the Opposition did not intend to obstruct till 
Christmas on the present occasion. They only 
intended to obstruct that night, and he hoped 
there were a few memhers on that side of the 
Committee who h><d public spirit enough to be 
c>tlled obstructionists. He wished the ::\linister 
for I_.~ands to answer a question; of coun;e he 
might refuse to do so, ><s he had refused to 
answer others. Had ><ny >tpplicaticms been 
m><de to him by any pl><ce outside of Brish>tne, 
during the current year, either for new resenes 
or. fur ad.?itional grants to reserves n,lremly in 
exiKtencP.. 

The 1\H~IST.R:R }'OR LAJ\'DS srri•l there 
had been one or two applie><tions for new 
resen·es--one at Goondiwindi, ><nd the other at 
Clerrnont. There had also !Jeen an '"pplic><tion 
for money for a reserve at Herberton. 

Mr. MELLOR said he was sorry th>tt hem. 
members opposite were going to obstruct. The 
hon. member for Townsville had nmde reference 
to one portion of the constituency he (:VIr. 
Mellor) represented, and had said th><t Tiaro was 
a deserted village. 

The Ho". J. M. MACROSSAN: I said no 
such thing. 

Mr. MELLOR said that the hon. gentleman 
h,;d said that there were not many people there 
at all events. He said Glaclstone was entitled 
to " reserve ; but Ti><ro h><d twice as many 
inhabitants as Gladstone. It was a very small 
sum to put down for Thro. He did not think the 
sum put down for the Brisb><ne Gardens was at 
all out of the way, as the gardens were a public 
institution belonging to the whole colony. He 
thought the references which had been 1i1ade to 
the hon. member for M><ry borough were very 
unjust. He was performing his duties gratuit
ously, and deserved the thanks of the House and 
of the whole colony. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAJ\' said he had 
not called Tiara a deserted village ; it was not 
large enough to be c><llecl a deserted village. It 
was a pretty place, but there were several 
hamlets between Brisbane and Sandgate as l><rge 
as Tiara. \Vhat he was going to ask the 
Minister for Lands w><s whether he h>td acceded 
to the refJ.uest of the people of Herberton? 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said the 
application was m><de about a fortnight ago, and 
he had agreed to supplement any amount they 
raised with an equal sum. If thev raised £150 the 
aovernment would give them £50 more. 

The HoN. .T. M. MACROSSAN asked 
whether a similar condition had been imposed 
upon the people of Brisbane with reg><rd to that 
£1,000. c 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No. 
The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: Then why 

should it be imposed upon the people of Herberton? 
'N ere they not step-children of the Government 
-did they not belong to the same bnlily as the 
people of Brisbane, and did they not find " fair 
share of the money which w><s t,) be expended on 
that vote for Brisb>tne? He w><s inclined to think 
that per head of population they subscribed " 

large share; in fact he w><s certain of it. He 
would not object to the principle of the Govern
ment giving £1 for £1 if it applied to the 
whole colony ; he thought it would be '' very 
good principle ; but when it was applied to one 
p><rt of the colony and not to another, especially ><S 
that p:trt was his electorate, it only strengthened 
his determina.tion to obstruct; the vote. 

The MIJ'\ISTEH FOH LAXDS said the hon. 
men1ber had enumerated a nniuher of trrwns iu 
different parts of the colony. He ccnld add to 
the list fourfold, or fivefold, or eYen tenfolcl-all 
towns quite a~ much entitled to grants as thot-;e 
the hon. member had named; hut where would 
the money come from ? He was inclined to de,;l 
with all new >tpplications in Lhe w><y he ha<l 
indicated, ><nd hoped tlmt eventually the same 
principle would be >tpplied to all cases ><like. 

Mr. BLACK s~tid he did not know the1·e w><s ><n ~· 
power that the GO\·ernment possessed to tre><t thi1 
votes in that way, and it would make him mo1·e 
determined in his opposition th>tll ever. A ph,ce 
like Herherton was picked out for the trial 
of a new eXlJeri1nent, and the peo1Jle were 
told that they would have to snbscrioe 
.£50, and then they would he suboidised 
1050; while ><t the s><me time £1,000 wt1s put 
tlown fo1· Brisbane to pay for extra work whieh 
was not e\ en specified. lf the Uovennnent had 
been able to schedule the work to which the 
money was to be applied, hem. meml,ers woulcl 
h>tve lmd some reason for discussing the vote on 
its merits; but while " very sm><ll sum w><s put 
clown for the proper working of the gardens, 
there w><s £1,000 put down as a. speci><l gmnt. 
The Minister for L>tnds had referred to the 
Mount Coottha vote. He (Mr. Black) opposed that 
vote ; and h>td he receh·ecl "promise of support, 
would have opposed it pound by pound till it 
was struck off. He considered it an unnecessary 
vote, notwithstanding the remarks of the hon. 
leader of the Opposition, and the hon. member for 
Bbclmll. The Government had struck £1,300 
off that vote, but they ha<1 stuck it on the 
Brisbane vote, so he did not think the ::Vfinister for 
Lands deserved much credit. In addition to the 
very large vote for Brisb><ne amounting to £1,732-
more th><n the vote for all the rest of the colony 
put together-he found on the next page items of 
Colonial Botanist, £300; Botanical Libmry, £,i0; 
and collection of indigenous timbers, £200. 
'rhose were similar votes; thev were not distri
buted all over the colony in a{w fair ratio. 

Mr. MACDOI\ALD-PATEHSON said he 
should like to know whether the Minister for 
Lm1ds' statement th><t he should like to see all 
the votes for reserves swept off and replaced by 
modified sums eC[ui v><lent to sums subscribed hy 
local bodie::;, wa:::; an expressidn of his opinion a~ 
a member of the As,embly or ><s "member of the 
Cabinet. He should he glad to know that, 
because the Minister for Lands hac! a very 
limited experience in puhlic rrmttcrs, an•l that 
question h>td formed the subject of man) dis
cussions in the House. If the hon. member h>t<l 
expressed the opinion of the Government in his 
remarks the discussion would take a Llifferent 
turn ><ltogether. 

The MINISTER l•'OTI LANDS said it was 
simply his individual opinion, otherwise he should 
not have brought the Estimates forward, mill 
>tskecl the Committee to rmss them ><s they were. 

The HoN. J. M. :\IACHOSSAN saicl it was 
extraordinary that tbe hon. ftentlernan got up and 
><nswered the member for :\Ioreton as a mem
ber of the Assemhly; ><nd that when he hac! 
answered him (Hon .• J. l\I. iYiacross><n), and 
h>td refused the grant to Herberton unless the.1· 
subscribed an equal a1nonnt, it waR as a 1nmnlwr of 
the Ministry, or as the Minister for L:HHIH, 
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reprasenting- the Government. Surely the 
i\[ini,;ter for Lflnds would not take upon him
self to introdnce a new rule in the di,tribution 
of the vote without the consent of his colleagues ; 
but if he did, he "'"'not only inexperience•!, but 
ahw extremely high-httnded. He (Hon .• T. :;\L 
~{a,cl·os,;~an) could not undc>t·..-tand the answer~ or 
reconcile th-:~Jll. 

The i\lle\ISTER FOR LAKUS s"id that if 
t1le hon. gentlernan wished to uwlen.;tand hiul 
he could. He had said that he wonld recommend 
tile (}overnment to dettl with Hcrberton in the 
way rnentioned. 1'he ( iovernrnent rnight refnse 
to do en. He had si m ply told the representative 
of Herbertnn what his individual opinion wet,;. 

:\[r. STEVENSO~ asked if he was to under
stand that the JYiinister for Lands would treat 
et!! new applications in that W<>y, or whether his 
new condition would apply to the promise he 
ha(l tnade the previouH night in regard to 
Charter ... Towers? 

The '\HNISTER FOR LANDS sai•l thnt all 
new applications nwde to him would rec,eive the 
~a.rne anR\VGr. 

:\Ir. STEVl';~SO~ said he thought the hon. 
g<~ntleman had given the member for Kennedy n 
flistinct promise that a sum would be placed on 
the Supplementary Estimates for Charter.s 
Tower:-;. \V<LS that ~lUll to be giYen on the sa1ne 
c:onditions that he> ,;aid all new vote.s were to be 
trc[lted? 

The ::\IL'\IST:ER :FOn LA.~DS said that when 
Chn,rters Towers had been brought under his 
notice, he had been obliged to admit that it 
ong·ht to have been included in the number of 
places that should get a grant, and he had said 
that he \Va~ prepared to n1ake a reco.::nn1endation 
t!utt a grant should be ma<le. He had al,;o said 
th;tt any apvlicationmade to him should be dealt 
\vith in the smne n1anner. 

The Hox. J. ::\1. MACIWSSAN said he 
certainly could not understand the hon. gentle· 
man, and he hoped the Premier would get 
np nnd interpret what the :Minister for 
Lands meant. The people of Herberton 
asked the }linister for Lands for a grant 
of 1noney for a reserve, and the ans\ver ·wa . .., 
that they \Vonld receive a grant conditionally on 
their suh;cribing an equal amount. The J\[inister 
for Lands had told. the member for J\Ioreton that 
hi:-~ opinion was given aH a 111e1nber of the ..:'\ssem
hlv, but that he acted as Minister for Lnncls 
mid as n, rner~1 ber of the Cabinet in answering the 
1nernher for Kennedy as to placing a sum un the 
Snpplementary EHtimates for Charters Towers. 
1\o\V, in answering the n1en1ber for Nonnanby, 
he had said something which he (Hon. J. :i'.L 
::\lacrossan) could not understand, and an inter
pretation of that answer was wanted from the 
Premier. \Vas the grant to Charters 'rowers 
to he given on the sarne conditions as that to 
Herbertnn, nnnrnly, that they mnst subscribe 
,]!.-,oo if £C,OO was placed on the Supplementar·y 
E,stirnate.s? That wa:-; a plain r1uestion. 

The ::\II::-;-rwrER FOH LA::-;-Ds said that on 
the previ<ms night he had declnred that the 
({overnment would place a smn on the Supple· 
111en~ary E.:-::tirnates for Charterd Towers; aud in 
regard to Herberton he had said he would recom
mend that they should receive a sum of money 
on certain conditions~namely, tlutt they should 
subscribe a snrn, and thai. the Government would 
snp]•lement it by 'w equal sum. That would be 
his reeommendntion, nlthoug'h it was nut particu
larly relevant to the matter under discussion. The 
question had been rait->ed by smne gentlernen on 
the other side of the Committee whv certain 
su1ns shoulcl be granted for certain ptup<,>ses, and, 
iwlivid.nally, he harl given his opinion that they 
Ullght not to be grantrd. 

The HoK .. J. 2\I. MACROSSAX asked if he 
was to understand from the answer given, that 
the money to be pbced on the Supplementary 
Estimates for Chnrters Towers was to be pbced 
there unconditionally ? 

The PRKi\liJ<:R: Yes. 
The Hox .. T. 1\I. 1\IA.CROSSAN said he woul•l 

then ask why a similar sum should not be pro
vide• l fm· Hur·lmrt• m unconditionally. \Vhy should 
conditionii be imposed on Herherton and not on 
other place's? Could the J\[inister for La111ls 
give any reason why the people of Herberton 
sl1ould be treated differently from the people of 
Chtnters Towe""? He could not see nny reason 
why they shoulcl. There were miners in the one 
pbce '" there were in the other. l<'ortunately 
both places were in the far North, and therefore 
it could not he a question of North venus 
South ; but why should they be tre;;ted 
,Jitferently ~ 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said they 
must draw the line somewhere. It was quite 
impossible tha.t money could be found for all 
the places. Chnrters Towers wns certainly a 
considerable town, nnd ought not to have been 
omitted from the list of places to receive money 
for reserves. But if Herherton was to receive 
money on the same conditiorm then very small 
towns in the colony~scores in number~wonld 
have an equal claim, and it could not be done. 

The Hm<. .T. M. l\IA.CROSSAN said that 
Herberton WI"S not :t small town. If the Minis
ter for Land,; did not know where Herberton was 
the Premier could tell him, and the :Minister for 
Works could also tell him that it was not a small 
town. A town that had 700 or 800 electors on 
the electoral roll wns not a very small town. 
\Vn,s the rule that had been applred to Herher
ton to he npplied to other place," with the consent 
of the Ministry? \V as it to be a new rule esta
blished from henceforth that every place that 
had subscribed was to he entitled to an equal 
sum from the E><timates? Thev must underfltand 
that. The .Minister for Worl~£ appeared to be 
amused. He should like him to answer that 
question; and if he approved of the principle? 
If "o then they must begin at the fountain-head. 
In the grants for divisional bonrds no distinction 
was made between Briobane and any other part 
of the country. All were made alike, and if the 
Mini><try were going to establish a new principle 
in regard to re~erve~, all places rnust be placed on 
the same basis. There must be no distinction 
made ; at any rate they on th>tt side of the Com
mittee would take care thnt no distinction was 
allowed to be made. 

The PREJ\IIER asked why all that sudden 
zenl for equnlity had begun on the Opposition 
side of the Committee. i\lany hon. me m hers would 
probably come to the conclusion that those go• HI 
intentionR for equal distribution were 1nere words. 
Did the hon. member wish to apply the principle 
he mentioned to the whole of the financial opem
tious of the colouy? Did he wish to take the 
revenue and divide it between each town and. 
district, apportioning it between the Coloninl 
Secretary's Office, the Lands, the Works Depart· 
n1ent, re~erves, poor-rates, hoRpitals, scboob, etc.? 
On that principle, govenrment would become 
impo,;oible. The hon. member must see the 
fallacy of his argument as well as he (the 
Premier) did. There was only a limited arnount 
R.vailable fnr the purpm;e, and to ~orneone ntust 
be given the d.iocretion of apportioning it. The 
hnn. rnemher might just as well complain that. 
Brh.;bane got rrwre for police rnagistrateR or jw.lgP!-\ 
than Herberton, or Boulia, or Birdsville. 

The HoN . • T. ::\I. '\IACROSSA)[ snid the hon. 
gentlemnn was quite mistnken. Xobody on 
that si<le w:.s argning that the money slwnld he 
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divided pm mt,[ over the different districtR. 
Their argument was that no diRtinction should 
be made between different parts of the colony. 
It was the fact of treating the people of Herber
ton different from the people of Brisbane, that 
would render the government of the X orth Ly 
the people of the South hupossible. There was 
no bllacy in that argurmmt. The hon. gentle
man might depend upon it that any distinction 
of that kind would recoil upon himself, and 
upon the Government of which he was the 
head. 

The PRE:MIElt said the hon. member had 
for many years been trying to induce the people 
of the North to believe that the party now in 
power desired to do injustice to them ; but 
they had declined to believe it up to the present. 
The intentions of the Government were shown 
by their acts. The hon. membPr wished 
them to believe that the people in the 
North were such arrant fools that because 
Herberton did not imrnediatelv get £1ii0 for 
a park-of which very few men1bers had ever 
heard until that afternoon-therefore the Gov
ernment intended to do them an injustice. The 
people of the North were not such fools as to 
believe that. Thev did not believe anythin" of 
the kind, either at Herberton or anv\\:here ~!se 
in the North. He himself had never heard of 
any application from Herberton before, but Her
herton would be treated the same as Charters 
Towers or Brisbane. Some )Jlaces were treated 
on one footing and some on another, and whether 
a town should be placed in one caterrory or the 
other must be determined either by the Govern
ment or on the arithmetical principle to which 
he had alluded. 

'.rhe HoN. J. M. MACROSSA~ said the hon. 
gentleman had admitted the whole of his ar"u
ment when he aclmittecl that Herherton sho~Icl 
not be. treated differently from Charters Towers 
or Bnsbane. But his colleague had treated 
them differently, and that· was what they 
objected to. If· Herberton was to be placed oit 
the same footing as Brisbane, why should the 
condition Le imposed that they should raise 
£1 for £1 '? If a reserve wao to be plactld 
at Herberton it should be unconditionally-the 
same as at Charters 'l'owers or at Brisbane. By 
admitting that thehon. gentleman condemned h!8 
colleague-let them settle that matter between 
themselves. 

Mr. JORDAN said that, with regard to the 
reserve at Charters Towers, he belie,·ed the hem. 
member for Kennecly considered that he had 
received a distinct promise from the Minister 
and that it was acceded to on that account. If 
that were so, the circumstances of the two cases 
were not the same, for no promise had been made 
as to Herberton. He had come to the conclusion 
that after all there was not so much prin
ciple in the obstructive conrse taken by the 
Oppo;ition, as he had at first thought. 
He had at first thought the Opposition were 
obstructing because of the inconsistency of the 
Minister for Lands in first expressing an 
opinion adverse to granting rnoney for re~ 
serves, and then asking for £1,180 for ad
ditional labour for the gardens at Brisbane. 
He gathered now from the remarks of the hon. 
member for Mulgrave that it was no longer a 
question of principle, because if the amount had 
been put clown for the improvement of thP 
reserve at :Mount Coottha he would bave approved 
of it. The question was simply whether the 
money should be spent on the gardens, or on 
Mount Coottl:a. At the beginning of last 
session the hem. member for c J\Iulgrave stated 
distinctly that he did not intend to pnrsue 
an obstructive course, and his conduct since 
the.n ha.cl been thoroughly consi.Htent. The 

hem. member for Townsville, on the other 
hand, said he thonght obstruction had it,; 
legitimate uses, and he had acted consistently 
to-night. Since it had been acknowledged by 
the leader of tbe Opposition that there was no 
principle in the obstructiou, he hoped it would 
be ca.rriecl on no longer. It waH W>osting the 
time of the Committee, and wa' unjwt to the 
country, and to the members from the country. 
Enough had Leen ,aid to show the public what 
the feeling of the Opposition was on the fJUes
tion. He regretted that the J\!Iini,;te1· for Lauds 
held those opinions about re,erves. His own 
opinion was that reserves ,,honld be granted to 
every large town in the colony. Brisbane had 
a population of 34,000-as much as the l'upulatiou 
of three or four of the other largest towni\ in the 
colony; and it \\aS a I]Uestion whether they 
shnulclleave a portion of the Brisbane Gardens 
in a wilderness state or reclaim it. There 
WltS no doubt it ought to be reclaimed, nnd 
that £1,000 would be very properly expended 
for the purpo.se. 

The HoN . • T. M. MACHOSSA~ said the hon. 
gentleman who had just sat down seenwd to 
think that the Minister for Lands made a pro
mise to the hem. member for :Kennecly, because 
the hon. member for Kennedy imagined that he 
had got some kind of a promise from the Govern
ment. He did nut oLject to the Minister for 
Land~ n1aking such a promif=ie. He thought he 
should go further, hut notwithstanding that, 
it was not the question they were contending 
for at the present time. He could tell tlw 
hon. member for South Brisbane that the 
people of Herberton h>td a reserve g-ranted to 
them of about six acres, and th<tt wrely implied 
that something should be done to improve it. 
The :Minister for Lands was asked for a sum of 
n1oney, but he gave the an~wer that the G·overn
ment woultl only subscribe £1 for £1. The 
hon. gentleman· had ma,Je that propositioJJ, 
he r-;aid, a::; n, priv:ztte n1en1ber, but if he \Va~ a. 
private memLer he \nmld not be in the positioJJ 
he wa~-t now in. }Ie wa.:::; a lVIini~ter, and eYery 
'wt of hir;, his eollengues as well as himself 
were responsible for. The hon. melllber for 
South Brisbane s>eid that Brisbane contained 
34,000 inhabitants, but it was not larger than all 
the rest of the colony put together, and, a,s he 
had pointed out Lefore, Bri,bane actually got 
£1,732 more than the rest of the colony. 

Mr. KELL:ETT said it was very warm that night 
to contin ne such a discussion, and he thought thn 
member for Townsville had pretty well attainecl 
his object in letting the people know that he had 
not furgutten them. No doubt there w>es a "'rt 
of touting for electors when the Estimates were 
on, and the member for Townsville, having spoken 
about forty times, ought to let the matter drop. 
The hon. member, who now lived in New South 
Wales, apparently thought it necessary to come 
in at the end of a se~sion, after haYing been away 
down south, and let the people in the North 
know he h>td not forgotten them; but he had 
not done enough. The whole m''tter could be 
snmmed np in this way : The J\1inistry proposed 
tu spend £1,000 on the Botanic Gardens, and 
the members of the late Gonrnment thought it 
shonlcl be spent at Mount Coottha. That was 
the whole story, and hence the obstruction 
which was going on. 

Mr. STEVENSON said, instead of the hou. 
member adtlressing himself to members of the 
Opposition, he shnnld advise the two mell!bers of 
the l\Iinistry who were at present in opposition tu 
come to terms. AtjUr-<tion was askecl the 1\linister 
for Lands why the distinction was made betweett 
Charters 'J'o,vers and Herbertou, and he "aid, 
"We must draw the line somewhere." The 
Premier, in answer to the sttme question, ha<l 
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said no cliRtinctions ought to be made. Those 
<tllS\ver::; were dimnetl'ically oppo~ed to one 
another. \V a' the Premier going to let the 
lVIinister for Lands override him, or was it to be 
the other way '? He wondered if the Attorney
General could ~rive any Pxpla,nation why the 
money had been given to Charte"; Towers with
out any conditions being imposed. It seemell 
extraordinarv tlu1t the member;; of the :\'linii>trv 
should be oi~posed to each other. Thev ou,.·ht 
to settle their estinmtes before they C>1l11e i;to 
the House. · 

'l'he ATTOR~EY-G:El'\RRAL said he wets 
alJHent last night when the question of re.;erves 
'Aras under dir:;cussion. On looking a.t 1-Ia.nsarri 
he noticed his hon. frieud (l\fr. Lissner) wa~ 
r~ported to have saicl thm·e, respecting the <jues
tlon of re:.;erves·--

" He woqld not leave the mntier to hi~ collcag-ne, the 
Attorney~Genel'aJ, hecnu~e he did not think he lool.;:ed 
after the 1llace .. , 

He felt sure there must have been some mistake 
and he mentioned the nuttter to the hon. gen: 
tleman, who told him that he was nut currecctlv 
reported. His hon. friend would admit that 11e 
had not neglected the interests of his consti
tuents cct Charters ToweL-;, and he hoped he 
would tell the Committee what he had told him 
(the Attonwy-General) that morning. 

Mr. LISSNEH said he was sorry he had had 
to fight for the vote for Charters Towers, because 
he believed a certain amount of jealousy had 
heen created. He believed a sort of pre-emptive 
right had been established in the case of the 
Towers. Certainly there was a distinction 
l)et\veen t_in-1nining. a,nd g·old-1nining, but he 
wm1hl wmve that. Herberton was Drolmhly 
quite as good ft child as Charter;.; ~TowerH; 
but he cnnlcl not help thinking Charters Towers 
had a prior claim, and the Attorney-General 
would bear hiw out in that. Last year he 
had had a promise from the :Minister for Lands 
that . Charters Tower:s would not be forgotte_n, 
but 1t had been onutted, he supposed by nns
take, aud he had felt it his duty to call atten
tion to the 1natter a,gain thi1-i yea,r. ~..\.s far a;.; 
what the Attorney-General had mentioned was 
concerne<l, he (l\'rr. Lissner) did not think he 
had said exactly what was attributed to him. 
What he intended to say, at all events, w<ts that 
as he was in the House he would not care to leave 
the m>1tter to the Attorney-General to look after. 
He did not think that the 'rowers stood in the 
same category with other towns, but if in the 
future the pound for pound system was adopted 
he thought it would be an improvement. \Vhen 
people wanted a g«rden they would get £1 from 
the Government when they subscribed £1, and 
they would then see who were the g·ardeners 
for money and who were the gardener." for 
nothing. 

The Hoi'f. J. ::YI. MACHOSSAX sairl that 
the hon. member for Stanley was labouring 
under a ·wrong iinpression wl:en he in1agined. 
that the leader of the Opposition had anything 
to do with that obstruction. The members of 
the Opposition did not place themselves body an<l 
soul in the hands of their leader ; they hac! 
a right to think f<'lr themselves and thPy did 
so. They were quite ditmssociated from their 
leaderin that rmttter. He (Hon. J. M. Macro,san) 
did not know what the leader of the Oppo
sition might have said with regard to Mount 
Coottha. It was not so much a question whether 
that amount should be spent in Brisbane; the 
question was that Brisbane waR receiving too 
much consideration on the Estimates-g~tting 
more than all the rest of the colony put together; 
and the object of the obstruction was to let 
people undentancl that. If they went Ly the 
advice of the leader of the Opposition, they 

would submit nt nnce: but they were qnite 
capable of advising tlu•rnRel ves and following 
their own opinions. He (Hon .. J. l\1. Macrossan) 
believed they \vere doing the right thing. 

Mr .. TORDAN .~aid he woul<l put it to thA 
hon. member whether the Opposition lmd nnt 
now attahwd their ol1ject of letting the country 
see the 1nanner in which the G-overnment treated 
other part:-3 of the colnny in con1pari~nn tn 
Brisbane ? If that was so, then no fnrther 
objeet could be gained by continuing th" 
oh~trnctinn. It would not bt~ to the ad v"ntag·e 
of the country in any way to go on wasting 
valuable time at the end of the session. 

Mr. KELLETT ;;aitl he would point ont that 
in that vote l3risbane was not tmated better 
than it was under the late Government. ] f hon. 
members looked at the Estimates of the late 
Government, they woul<l find that there was 
just as much do,",·n for Brisbane as there was 
now; so th>1t hem. members nee<l not talk abont 
too n1nch frtvour being shown to BriHbane. 

The Hox .• T. l\1. MACROSSAX said that 
was a matter of opinion. The hem. member 
must allow other people to judge as well as 
himself, and he must not suppose he could 
dictate as to what hem. members on the Opposi

.tion sicle should bclieYe. As to what the hou. 
n1eni ber for Ronth Brisba.,ne said about continuing 
the ol1struction, that also was a matter of opinion. 
The Opposition members were thll best judges 
of that. They could not prevent the Yot.e 
passing, he knew. If v[tluable tirne was being 
wasted, and if the hon. member wished eo save 
time, let him whisper into the elLr of the ::Yiinister 
for Lands to withdraw the vote, or do anythin~ 
else he could thiuk of for that object. 

:VIr .• TORDAN said he should not presume to 
advise the :\linister for Lands at any time, and 
certainly not to cry "pecr:uri" in that 1natter. 
He had tno much common sense for that. If 
the hon. member for Townsville knew what he 
was about, ,;o did the Minister for Land,, 

The 1-Ioi'f .• r. M. MACHOS::lAN said that 
in that case the hou. member should keep hi,; 
ad \'ice to himself. If he thought it was pre
sumption to advise the ::VIinister for Lands., then 
he ought t" think it presumption to allvise him 
(Hon. ,J. M. Macrossan). 

Mr. K:ELLET'l' said he did not wish to advise 
the hon. member for Townsville. He simply 
wanted to show him that in previous Estimates 
Brisbane was treated just as it was now. If 
the hon. member chose to tot up the fignres 
he would see that he was talking against what 
was a fact. The hem. member wanted to make 
out that Brisbane was much better treated tlmn 
the l'\ orth. He wanted to let the people of the 
l'\ orth see that he had not fnrgotten them. 
Because he had gone to live in New South vV ales 
he now took up the cry of "the l'\ orth ! the 
North ! " and ha<! he not attained his object by 
making the matter public? If he repeated his 
opinion forty times, it would not make the 
matter any stronger. 

The Hox. J. M. MACROS::>AN said the 
hon. member did not dictate, but he slandered. 
That was not the first time he had slandered 
either. He said he (Hon .• J. M. Macrossan) 
wishe<l to impress the people of the North that he 
had not forgotten them because he had gone to 
live in l'\ ew South Wales. That was not true ; 
he had not gone to live in New South Wales. If 
the hon. gentleman did not know that, then he 
should not say so; if he <lid know it, then he 
was guilty of slandering. The people of the 
North knew he had not forg-otten them. He wa 
simply doing what he conRidered his duty in 
justiee to the people of the colony. 'rhe (]ne,tion 
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of the Xorth was raiser! incidentally thrmwh the 
way in which the Minister for LmHJs treat;d the 
111atter. There Wa8 no qne~tinn of Korth an(l 
South beforr> that. 

J\Ir. KE LLETT said he woulrl be sorry to 
shnrler the hon. member or anybo,]y else ; :mcl 
he denied emphatically that he h"rl ever ,J,,ne 
RO. The hon. n1e1nber~~ Rtatenumt \.Va.:-: aR nntrne a 
statement as had ever been nmde in that Com
nlittee. I-Ie never slandered any hon. geHtlrnn:_tn, 
and he never ,,-,jcl n.nything in the House that he 
was not prepctrecl to ::-jay nnt;:-;ide. 8till he nlw·;t 
a.pt)logi.:;e for ha,ving 1uade a mi-.: . .:;1-:ttemt~llt ; he 
certaiuly thought the hon. uentlema,n had uollL" 
to live in Xew SouLh 'Vale,,

0 

o 

Mr. BLACK ·"''id he hoped that the amic,Lle 
nature of the debate up to the present time ~~-::ts 
not to he interrnvted by any gentleman opposite 
lu:-:ing hi~ ten1per. 

~1r. KELL ETT: The bad language came from 
the other s1de. 

.~\I1·. BL:\Cf( Raid he was no_t going to quart·el 
w1Lh the hon. lllllltlher for St<tnlev · but he 
agret:-d \vith wha.t had bP.en ~.rid, the-it it wa.-; nnt 
!L qne~tion of North or South; it R.l'(l~P frmu the 
extra.nrdinm·y trea.t11H~11t 1nntPt! nnt to the .Her
bP.I·tml re.-:->erve, which \'>ra.s to bt-: gr<.Lllted n i-!Ulll 
of money on tlw cowlition that the people 
should subscribe .{;] for J:l---a condition which 
never had. been propo.-;ed before, that he \vas 
>tware of, in any part of Queensland. He 
Haw no rea~on whv Herberton Hhonld have 
heen picked nut for that exceptional treat
lneut. It was not a. question of North or 
South ; but wlmt he mainta,ineel wa,;, tlmt 13ris
bane wa::-; nHmopnli'3ing to herself a far greater 
share of tlMt mte than she was entitled to. It 
was not only the 1\'orthern tcnvn~ that were 
treated unjnstly ; hut plach in the South were 
>mbjected to eejlutlly nnhir treatment. He 
did not know whether the hem. member for 
Stanley was in the Chamber when the state
lnm~t waH 1na.cle that Brii'ibc1ne waR receiving 
£1,' 20 over what was voted for the rest of 
the colony put together. It was immaterial 
whether th_a.t had been going- on for a nnn1ber 
of ye,rs. He doubted very mnch whether it had, 
hnt it was a mattm· that could be ascert>tinerl 
hy going through the rn·8viou"' "E~tirnateR. l t 
;..;eeinefl to hiin that that large su1n wa:-; brought 
about chiefly by that one vote of £1,000 for extra 
labour for the gardens-a vote which w"·' not 
matcri<tl for their proper management. If that 
wt-:re taken a\vay the f.illln renutining would be 
qujte Rufficient for ke(~ping the gardens in order, 
ancl if the Minister for Lands woulLl only m,tke 
some reasonable con1J-n'Olllise the debate enuld 
easily be brought to a close. 

Question-That the snm of £2,G34 onlv be 
voted-pnt, ~tnd the Committee divided:- " 

Ans, 9. 
['(ir 'r. ::\Teilwraitl1, ::\It'"':o;r::;. ::\Iaero:;:~an, Xelson, Bla.ek, 

~h.vcnson, J..~i~_,mor, Xorton, Lalor, awl ,Je~~op. 

?\ot:s, 21. 
::\Ic,srs. Itnt.kclge, 1Iiles. G-l'iffith, Dickson, Dutton, 

Shel"idan, Sten•ns, Smytll, Pox ton. Ba.iley, Bt-\Lttie. l•1oote, 
Bur:klantl, \Vhite, Kellt~tt, fsarnb.·rt, .fordan, (Jrimes. 
)I ell or, 11accl.onalfl-Pat.erson, and :J.Iaefarlane. 

t)uestion resolved in the negative. 
1'he Ho!'! .. J. M. MACRO::JSAJ'\ moved that 

the vote be reduced by £997. 
?.Ir. BLACK said that, in the early p:wt of the 

evening, he understood frorr1 the lVfini:-~ter for 
Lands that he was not inclined to press the item 
of £300 for the catalogue of plants. He would 
like to have some intimation from the hon. mem
ber whether he wns prepared to yield it. 

'The PRE~IIER said that as a matter of order 
tlu:1t could not he rliscussed now, as a motion lmcl 
been made to reduce a subsequent item. 

The Hox. ,J. :\I. ::\IACROSSAX sai,J he 
thought the hon. the Premier waR wrong. His 
1notjon wa.~ to reduce the \vhnle vote and not 
any particnhtr item. He thought the hon. mem
ber for .:VIackay was <jnite entitled to ask a question 
npon any item in the list. The hon. the Premier 
evidently wished to prevent discuosion npon the 
item t)f the cata.logne. No }H-trticular itmn harl 
been reduced, and he had tnoved a reduction 
upon the whole snn1. He 1nainta.ined that :t 
dif-.cnssion cou]d arise upon any iten1 in the 
list. 

The PRKMIER said the first question was t > 
omit the item of £1,000 ; there W>ts no doubt 
about t-hat. Then the rule was clear :-

"Aft r a qnr«tion for omitting or reduc1ng any item 
has been fli--posed of, no motion shall be made ot• 
(lebnt<~ nllowcd upon any JH'C('eding item." 
He did not r•.n,re what motion the hon. member 
ha.(l Ina.de s.ftenvards; his firRt 1notion was to 
omit tlw item of .f:1,000; therefore every suh'<l· 
qnent rnotion rntmt Le taken to hn with regard tu 
that, otherwise it waH out of order. 

The Ho~ .. T. M. MACROSSAX: ~fy ,·ote 
was to 1·ednce the lmnp sum by £1,000. 

The PHl,;;\riER: J'\o, no! 

The HoN .• T. M. ::\TACROSSAX: T say it 
wns. The first 1notion ynn put, }[r. Vraser, wa:-: 
that the sum of .r:>, li32 Le granted to HPr 
}lajesty for contingencies and salarieti, Botanic 
(hrrlens. It was then moved to reduce that by 
£1,000. 

The PREMIER: You proposed to omit the 
itmn. 

:\h. BlcATTIE said his opinion was that the 
hem. member for Blackall moved that the item 
of £1,0CO be omitted. 

The CHAIRMAN said that, according to t.he 
memorandum he t,Jok at the time, the first 
motion was to 1·erluce the vote hy the sum of 
£1,000, the last item in the vote; and then he put 
the question "that the item be omitted, and that 
there be granted to Her Majesty only £2,632." 

The Ho~. J. M. MACROSSAN said that the 
subsequent votes had not been put in the same 
way. \Vhat he had just moved was that the 
sum of £3,G:l2 be reduced hy £!l!l7; the motion 
previous to that was that it be reduced hy £998; 
and the one previous to that, that it be reduced 
hy £:99. 

The CHAIR::\IAN sr1id the hem. member was 
perfectly right in the subsequent amendments he 
had made, and th"Y were put as they had been 
moved; lmt the first motion was moved pre
cisely as the hon. the Premier had stttted, conse
quently no item previous to that could he 
discussed. 

The Hox. ,J. M. l\IACROSSAN: Does the 
rnle say "discussed'' or '" atten1pted to be 
reduced''? 

The CHAIRMAN : It may not be discnsseel. 

Mr. LlSSKER said life was too short for any 
more divisions. As a Northern member he was 
satiefied to give it up, ~tnd he hoped other 
m em l1ers would do the same. Life was not long 
enough for it, and he \V::ts not going to vote any 
In ore. 

Qne,tion - Tlutt a sum of £2,G35 only he 
granted-put, and the Committee divide<! :---

AYl':s. 5. 
l\IPs."'rs. }facrossa.n, Black, ~tevenson, .Jessop, and 

Xorton. 
NoEs, 20. 

:uessrs. Milf's. Rutletlge, Sheridan. Dutton, Dickson, 
Grillith, ~myth, ~Iaefarlane, St~lkeld, Buckland, Beattie, 
Bailey, Poxton. GrimeR, Foote, \Yhite . .:tlellor. IstLmlJert, 
,Jortlan, and :\Iacdonald-Pater~on. 

(/nestion resolved in the negative, 
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:!\Ir. BLACK said he regretted that the ruling 
had been such that they could not have any 
further discusRion on thw,;e prelirninary an1onnts, 
some of which he thought might very well be 
reduced. However, he begged now to nwve 
that the sum be reduced by £~UG. 

Que,tion put. 

Mr. BLACK said that the vote in the Esti. 
mates for one solid sum of £1,000 for extra 
bbonr was a very big one. He intended to have 
asked the l\[inister for Lands how he was going 
to spend that £1,000; whether it was to be left 
to the trustees to spend it, or to the head 
gardeneP, or to the overseer, or to the propa
gator, antl how the n1oney was going to be spent'? 
As it see>J.1ed impossible to get the vote excised 
altogether··- which he should ha Ye liked- he 
thought they should have full information as to 
what was going to be done with lihe £1,000? 

~\lr. JESSOP said that ·something had heen 
'"•id >tbout 2'\orth ane! South, but he would sug
gest, that a, very good way of decidi11g the rn£-Ltter 
would be for the l\Iinister for Lm1ds to withdraw 
the .£1,000 in dispute rtltogether. 

::Vlr. UHL\lES asked whether it was the inten
tion of the ::VIini;;ter for Lan<ls to employ ({ernmns 
at :J,, \Jd. a week with that £1,000 ~ 

The ~IIN'ISTEH FOR LAXDS said he eliLl 
nut know what men were employed, but he was 
certain that their wages were very much in 
excess of 3-'. !id. per week. He thought the 
labourers got £~lG a year. 

1\'Ir. STEV.K"SO?;f sai<l he hoped the Minister 
for Lands~he did not know whether there was 
a hint that he should do so-but he hoped the 
Minister for Lands would not support any such 
suggestion. At any rate he should give the men 
the wages which the hon. member for Oxley 
himself offered-namely, 7><. a week. 

Mr. S.Vl YTH said he begged to contradict the 
hon. member for Normanbv. He had seen the 
hon. member for Oxley offer n new chum liis. a 
week at the immigration yard, and the mctn in. 
dignantly refused it. 

Mr. S'fEVENSON said that surely it was no 
answer to his statement th>tt the hem. member 
for Oxley had offered a man 7s. a week to say 
that he had offered another m>tn Lis. a week. 

Mr. S::VIYTH : It might have been a bbck 
tnan. 

:\fr. STEVENSON: No, it was not; it was a 
white man. 

~Ir. BLACK said he did not know what course 
the debate was taking ; hut they seemed to be 
getting into quite a side issue. He could not 
understand what the que><tion of German labour 
at 3'. Hd. a week referred to. YV ns there a 
scheme on foot for finding labour for the un. 
employed in Brisbane at that mte of pay? He 
'honld be glad if the 1\Tinister would give them 
some information on the subject. He wishe<l to 
know how the £1,000 was going to be spent, and 
if the hon. gentleman would give them a disserta. 
tion on the labour market at the same time ; the 
Committee would be glad to hear it. 

l\1r. BEATTIE said the answer to that 
question was given early in the evening. He un. 
derstood the Minister for Lands to say that £300 
would be spent on the formation of asphalt foot
paths, and the remainder on putting the so·ctt!led 
waste land into something like form . 

.Mr. STEVE.:\'801'\ said he noticed that last 
year £400 was voted for a stone wall for the 
railing of Queen's Park. IV as any uf that money 
to be spent for the •ame purpose ? 

The CFLURMAN said that, as there wr,s 
nothing in the Estimates for the present yenr fol' 
that purpose, the question was out of order. 

Mr. S::\IYTH : \Vhat stone wall does the hon. 
member refer to ? Is it the "stone wall" he is 
ra,ising at the present tilne "? 

The Ho:s-. J. :\I. 1\IACROSSAY 'nid the 
Chairman ought also to have objected to the 
que,tion of the hem. member fm Oxl:'Y wh~n 
he displaved such a want of m:tHhness m 
traducing" the Gennan n"Lce d nring the <-LbHnnce 
of the Gerrnan rner11bcrs. That hon. nrenrber 
had the andacity to ask the ~Iinister for Lctndo< 
if he w'"'LS going to ernploy Ci-errnans at 3:-:. Hrl. 
" week-implying tlutt they were only worth 
tha.t arnount, ::tnd ~uggesting tha.t by that rnean~. 
the I\[inister for Land:-> rnight rnake the Yote go 
further then he could by employing his own 
countrymen. If the hem. member for Kennedy 
(JYlr. Lissner) had b0en pre><ent he would luwe 
been clown upon the hon. member for Oxley like 
l1is1narck upon Ii'rance. Gennans were worth ns 
much as any other white men as labourers, and 
if they were employ eel in the ganJens they shm~lJ 
be employee\, twt at :k ild. a week, but at £Ph cc 
yea,r, the Narne as the other labourer:::; there were 
receiving-. He entered hi~ prott,-;t against any 
such idea a~ Uernlt"LHB "being 81upluyetl a.t :~~. ~-hl. 

·a week. 
The PRK\TIJ<:R : That i>< too thin. 
The Ho:s- . . T. M. }.lACROSSA:\T saicl the lwn. 

1nernbHr fol' }Iacka,y luvl a:-;lu~d a que~tion as to 
huw the money wa,:-; to be i-ipAnt ; bnt no ~tllRWPl', 
it seen1ed, W<-1H inte1Hled to be given. 

The PRE}.IIER : It lHts been answered a 
dozen times. 

The Ho:s-. • T. :;vr. l\1i'"CROS8A:\T said he had 
not he>trcl it once. [t mio-ht be only a coincidence 
~ono of those ~' untle~gned coincidence~" of 
which a late member of th>tt Houoe, the Hon. 
John Douglas, usecl to speak so often-but it 
seemed strange that the sum w>tnted w>ts exactly 
£1 000. \Vas it th>tt the hon. member fnr 
J'.I~ryborough-the fifth wheel o.f the ~linisterial 
coach-was jealous because \us colleagues lmd 
the expenditure of £1,000 as salary, and that 
he had induced the Minister fnr JJands to put 
a similar sum on the I<;stimates so that he 
also might heLve the di,;tinguished privilege of 
spending £1,000, even though he did not spem~ 
it upon himself, but only upon the pubhc gar<lens! 
By doing so he would be bleeding the coun~ry to 
the extent of £1,000, which would put lllln on 
the same footing as his colleagues. 

Mr. MACDO;'\ALD-P ATERSON: That is 
where the harmony comes in. 

The Ho:s-. ,T. J\1. ::\IACROSSAN : J<;xactly. 
Then the hon. member for ~Iaryllorongh would 
make himself useful, and the garcleu.-; oma
mental. It might be as well if they came to a 
division again; and as the JVIinister for \Vorks 
had l'heumatic gout, it \Vould do hint guod to 
walk across the Chamber. 

Cluestiun-That £2,G:lG o11ly be grantr;rl-~ 
put, and the Committee divided:·-

AY!'~s, 7. 
Sir 1'. 1Icllwraith, Jlessrs. 3Iacrossan, Clmbh, Bl:L<"k, 

Stenmson, ,J m~.:.op, and N orton. 

Nm:s, 18. 
:\Ies~rs. ltntledge, 2\iilFs, Hheridan, Dutton. Dicksuu, 

.:\lnedouald~Puterson, Grillith, Smyt.ll, Bailey. Beattw, 
Grimcs, Eoxton. Jordan, Poote, 1::-mmhert. Buckland, 
:Jlaefarlanc, and Salkeld. 

Question resolved in the negative. 
Mr. STEVE:\TSON said he was glad to see 

that his side w>ts getting a little encouragement 
to go on. A great change hctd taken place, and 
the majority on the GoYernment side was 
dwindling away while the other side had had 
n.cces:-~ion~ to their nnn1ber~. J{e 'vnuld uow 
move that the vote be reduced by £il9iJ. 



1676 Supp~1J· [ASSEMBLY.] 

Question-That £2,635 only be granted-pnt, 
rtnd the Committee di vicled :-

An:s, 5. 
Sir '1'. :\fcllwraith, :Jiessrs. )facro~san, Black. Jessop, 

anrl Stevcmwn. 

1'lt_,.,srs. Rntledge, Dickson. Dutton. Sheridan. :ftlile:-;, 
Smyth. Bneklanll, IsamlJert. Foote. Grimes, :dlac1'arlam\ 
liloxton, Jordan, Melior, Griftlth. Kellett, Beattie, ·white, 
:Jfacdonald-Pntcrson, Salkehl, and Bailey. 

Questirm resolved in the negative. 
The Hox. ,J. M. :MACROBSA N moved that 

the vote be reducer! by £!JH4. 
Mr. BLACK fmid he woul<llike to know from 

the ;\Iillister for Lands how the £1,000 was going 
to be spent. They had been told that £300 was 
to be devoted to Rsphalting fontpaths; but what 
about the other £700. 

The MI:'\IHTJ~R FOR LANDS mid that 
the hrm. member knew that he had already given 
the information. If he again repeated it he 
hoped hon. members opposite would allow the 
vote to go on. He certainly would not repeat it 
if it wtts to keep that sort of thing going. 

Mr. STEV:ENSON: Does the hon. gentleman 
refuse the information: 

Mr. BLACK said he did not think the hon. 
g-entleman had given a satiSfactory reply, and 
he did not intend to go on until he got 
the information. The hon. gentleman said 
an explanation had been given, but he (::VIr. 
Black) had not heard it. All he had heard 
was that £300 wa' to be spent in asphalt
ing the paths ; but the bulk of the vote 
was to be left entirely in the hands of the trus
tees to expend. He had asked already whether 
it was the trustees or the head gardener who 
were to have control of the vote; but he had not 
been answered. Under the circumstancps he 
should go on dividing the Committee until he got 
a reply. 

The PREMIER said he had ejaculated two 
or three times th:.t the information had been 
given a. dm~en tin1es ; it waH given abont 5 o'clock 
that evening at length. The present condition of 
part of the gardens was very unsatisfactory ; 
and the men on the ordinary staff were entirely 
employed in keeping in order the part already 
cultivated. It was proposed to spend a h1rge 
sum to put the whole place in proper condition. 
That had been explained over and over again. 
The expenditure of the money won1<1 be en
trusted to the gentlemen who had undertaken to 
nutnage the gardens. 

Question-That the sum of £2,G3R be granted 
as salaries and contingencies for Botanic Gar
dens-put, and the Committee divided:-

AYES, 5. 

Sir rr. l\I~Ihvraith, :Jfessrs. Black, Jessop, ~Ifl('l'Ossan, 
and Sievenson. 

Xm:s, 20. 
?I,Ies~rs. Bailey, I~ambert. Jordnn, Foote, Kellett, 

Dutton, Sheridtin, Smyth, ::\files, Dickson, lhwkland, 
)faefarlane. !11ell01', Grimes, I1,oxton. Griffit.h, Stevens, 
Macdonald-Paterson, Salkeld, and Rutledge. 

Question resolved in the negative. 
The Ho:-.. J. M. MACROSSAN moved that 

the amount be reduced b:r the sum of £9~13. 
Question-That £2.639 only be granted-put, 

and the Committee divided:-
AYEs, 5. 

Sir 'f. Mcilwraith, l\Iessrs. l\Iacros5:an, Stcvcnson, 
Black, and J cssop. 

Km:s, 19. 
11essrs. Railey, Rutledge, Dutton. }files. Sheriflan. 

Smyth, Dif'kson, Grimes, ;.\Iacfarlane. Griftith, l\Iellor, 
Jordan. Jsambert, Foote, Buckland, Btevens, Snlkeld. 
Foxton, and .::uacdonald·Paterson. 

Questi·on resolved in the negative. 

The Hox. J. JH. MAOHOBRAJ'\ said that 
hon. gentlemen had been called up0n to divide 
four times, and he thought it was time now to 
ccnne to serious work. 

The PRE~IIER : Heur, hear! 

The Hor;. ,J. :YI. MAOROSSAX said he was 
sorry that the "Hear, hear" of the hon. member 
somided so angry. One had temper genemlly 
begat another, and it was much better that the 
whole Committee should keep its temper. They 
harl been opposing thevotesincetea-time, ftndhad 
dev• 1ted three hours oflegislati ve labour to it. Some 
hon. gentlemen had tried to make it appear in the 
little interludes of debate between the divisions 
that it was a question between North and South. 
The Premier himself had tried to import that 
into it once or twice, but he thought it waR 
evident to everyone that the hon. gentleman's 
:1ttempt was tiJO laboured, and so it failed. 
There was no intention shown by his side of the 
Committee to bring in the spirit of antagoniem 
which had existed, and which still existed to a very 
large extent betwec'n theN orth and South ; it had 
been a question of Brisbane against the whole 
colony, aml he hoped lwn. m em hers for country 
districts would understand that thoroughly. The 
question he had rai,ed was that the reserves and 
gardens in Brisbane were receiving £1,732 n1ore 
than all the reserves and gardens outside Bris
bane all over the colony were receiving. 'rhey 
did not compare Brisbane with Townsville or 
Rockharnpton, or any other part of the colony; 
they simply objected to Brisbane receiving such 
a disproportionate share of the vote, as :.gainst the 
rest of the colony which contributed towards the 
revenue from which the money for the vote was 
derived. The only question of North and South 
had been raised bv the Minister for Lands 
himself, and raised hi a manner which certainly 
did not reflect much credit upon him. The 
previous night, while the vote for reserves was 
under discussion, the hon. member for Kflnnedy 
m1lled attention to the fact that there was nu 
money on the estimate for a reserve >et Charters 
Towers. The :Minister for Lands, under pressure 
from both sides of the Committee-especially 
knowing that his colleague, the Attorney·General, 
was also a member for Kennedy-consented to 
place a sum on the Supplementary Estimates 
for Charters Towers. The hon. member kept 
from the C<Jmmittee what only came out in answer 
to a question by himself (Hon. J. M. Macrossan) 
the action he hac! previously taken with the 
people of Herberton. That was how the 
CJnestion of North and South arose. The 
previous night the hon. member had promised 
unconditionally a sum for Charters Towers, while 
two weeks before he had refused a sum to Her
berton unless they subscribed £1 f()r £1. It 
was not the que~tion of North and South they 
had raised, but of Brisbane against the who!~ 
colony. They were now satisfied. They had 
drawn the attention of the people of the colony 
to the anomalous vote which gave such a di,qpro
portionate share of the revenue to the city of 
Brisbane as against the whole cc.lony. They had 
no intention of obstructing- the item. They knew 
very well that the minority in a representative 
Assembly must always give way ; but that 
minority had its rights as well as the majority, 
and it was entitled to assert those rights at the 
time it thought best and most opportune. In 
doing so, he believed they had done their duty 
to the whole country, and he was sure that n<> 
such vote as that would appear again on the 
Estimates. No Ministry, whether the present or 
a fnture one, would ever again bring forward a 
vote shnwing such a disproportionate amount as 
,£1,700 more for Brisbane than for the whnlr~ nf 
the rest of the colony. 
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The PREMIER ~aid he !>greed with the hon. 
gentleman that they had attained their olJject. 
They had obstructed the public business fur the 
wbnle evening. 

The Hox .. T. :VI. JliiAClWSSAN said the 
hon. gentleman would not attain his object by 
saying that they had obstruded public busine~s 
for the who1e evening. The olJstrnction waR 
only an incident in c;,t!ling the attention of the 
people of the colony to the vote. Public b1mine~s 
had been obstructed by them in doing their duty 
to the country. 

The PREMIER: That is" nutter of opinion. 
J\Ir. BLACK said he did not underst>tnd what 

the Premier meant by "'"ying they had gained 
their object in wasting the whole evening. He 
did not belie\ e any object w>t:; g>tinecl at all as 
far as waste of tilue waH concerned. 

The PREMIER: You succeeded in W>tsting it. 
Mr. BLACK said he considered they had vin

rlicated a principle. He went farther thm1 the 
h(m. member for Towru;ville, who had said he 
thought such a vote was not likely to appear on 
the Estirn>ttes again. He hoped that such a 
majority "" the Government had had at their 
back the whole evening· would never be found again 
HlllJporting a Brisbane vote against the interests 
of the whole colony without being able to bring 
forwarrl a.ny ~mund argnrnents in favour of it. 
Question~~That the sum of £3,632 be granted

put and p>tssed. 
The JliiiNISTJ<;R :B'Olt LANDS moved 

that the sum of £50,/0~ be granted for the 
t1urvey of Land. There was an increase of 
£7,900--two increases to two first-class draftsmen 
of £2ii each ; three new draftsmen !Lt £250 
each; an additimml Slllll of £7,000 for fee' to 
licensed surveyors ; and an additional £100 for 
instnnnents, poRtage, and incidental expenses. 
The large increase of £7,000 for surveyors' fees 
'vas necet:Jsary to keep pa.ce with the \vork. 
Arrears of sm·1·ey had accumubtcd, and it 1ms 
only by incrr-a:-;ing the nu1nber of surveyors 
that those arrears could be cleared off. There 
was an increase in the vote for intnnnentR, 
caused by the additional surveyors who had been 
employed. 

The Hox. Sw T. MciLWRAITH said that 
of cuurl3e the legislation connected with 
the land, so far as th>tt House was con
cerned, would make a very material difference 
on the mte for the future. Since the Land Bill 
had passed that House, had the Minister for 
Lands taken any steps to increase the staff of 
surveyors? They had passed a Land Bill by 
which the whole of the lands of the colony should 
he snrveyed before selection. Of com'se, every 
day was a matter of consideration, and, there
fore, he asked what arrangements the Minioter 
for Lamls had made, and what information had 
he to show them that the conclusions which he 
ktd come to were correct ? 

The MINISTER ]'OH LA::\'DS said it 
would he quite tilne enough to rnake arl'ange
ments to meet the case when the necessity arosf'" 
.\t present they had only to deal with the 
present Act. The increases were ]JUt on to 
meet the arrears of work nncler the present 
systen1. 

The Huc-;. Su< T. ,"\[C'ILWRAlTH said he 
LJUite understood that the Estimates had been 
made for the present state of things. But there 
had been change,; since then. vVas he to under
stand that the IIJ.inister for Lands had made no 
arrangements, nor had anticipated 1naking any 
arrangements to meet the requirements of the Bill 
that had pa3sed that House at all events? Had 
he taken l1o ~ter tc i:md whether it was fea5ible 
to ;;et the n11mber of surveyors necessary to 

snn·ey the land that was to be opened for selec· 
tion, and to meet the dema,nds for selection 
Lluring the next two or three years? 

The MINISTER :B'OR LANDS s>tid he had 
little doubt that an adequate number of sur
veyors could be got when the necessity arose for 
the snrvey of the land opened for selection under 
the new Land Act. It was only a question of 
money. Even the present staff could do " very 
g-reat deal of work if they were concentrated on 
certain points, info:itead of being mnployed on 
small pieces of land here and there all over the 
colony. 

Tlw Hox. SIR T. MciLWRAITH said that 
the radical change that had been made by the 
Bill must have induced the Minister for Lccnds 
to make inquiry as to the feasibility of making 
surv~v before selection. Was he (Sir T. l\Icii
wrai~h) to understand that he had m>tde that 
inquir,,, and that he wtts quite satisfied if the 
Land Bill passed, as it had pa:;sed that House, 
tlmt he would be able to put the survey stafi in 
such a condition as wonld readily meet the 
requirements of the colony ? 

The rviJNISTER FOR LANDS said he hoped 
that they would be ttble to meet the requirements 
of the colonv. He did not think there would be 
any serious difficulty, but he had made no special 
arrangen1ents in anticipation. 

The HoN. Sm T. MolL WRAITH said that 
of course he did not refer to nny permanent 
armngements, because the Minister for Lands 
had no authority to make such arrangements. 
Uut was he tn understand that the matter had 
been the subject of serious consideration, and 
that after consideration the Minister for Lands 
had found that the proposal of survey before 
selection-~which he had accepted-was fea:;ible, 
and that he would be able, without any rn·essure, 
easily to ,atisfy the requirements of the colony 
t:o far as surveys were concerned ? 

The .l'IIIXIS'l'ER FOR LAXDS said he had 
naturally satisfied himself before be had <tecepted 
the amendment as to survey before selection. 
He believed they would be able to carry out the 
system of survey before selection. Had he not 
been satisfied on that point he would not h>tve 
accevted the amendment in committee. Some 
1 ,resRure, there was not the slightest doubt, would 
he felt at first. That w.%s inevitable; but the 
difficulties would be overcome after a time. 
It was only a question of appointing additional 
surveyors. 

(luestion put and passed. 
The MINISTER FOH LANDS moved that 

there be voted, for the service of the year 1884-5, 
a sum not exceeding £4,000 to defmy expense 
of the 'l'rigonometrical Survey. 

The HoK. Sm T. MoiLWRAITH said that 
the vote was a very important one, and he was 
rather suprised that it waR not incre:tsed. vVhat 
was the work that had becm done under the vote 
before, and what w>ts the position of the trigono
metrical survey now, and how did they mean 
to extend it? It wa> a vote which must go on 
increasing in a genn1etrical ratio. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said it was 
impossible for him to explain the character of 
the work done. He could only tell what the 
"XJl<mditure hacl been. He believed that the ba>e 
line had been laid down, and the survey marked 
out ns far as the head of the Bnrnett Hiver. The 
expenditnre had been, in 1882-:i, £1/4 lHs. Sd., 
last year £2,ii10 Os. 5d., and in the present 
year £93G Ss. lOd., making £3,o21 7s. lld. 
altogether. The amount tn the credit of the 
vote h>td been allowed t.o lapse to the extent of 
£5,315 Os. lld. £4,000would be sufficient to meet 
the reqniren1ents of the sun·ey during the present 
year. 
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The ]f():-,-, :o;llt T. :\fcTL\VIt~\TTH <tsked if 
"'t!Y t\100 lmd been .spent lnst ye;e~· ~ 

The 1\IIXISTEJt FOR L~\Xl>S saicl thnt 
f()OO had been "J'ent fr<>rn ~Oth .lnly during the 
lJl'E,,fmL ,1-ear, to :JOth of la-;t rwmth. The Nlllll 

c.pent last year was l02,i\l0. 

The Ho:-.-. S11t T. JUciLWH.\ lTH s>tid tlmt 
there h>td formerly Leen a reason why the 
Yote for the trigonnrnetrical Rnrvey had bnen put 
do\Vll in the EstimateR in round nlnnLers. 
There was no l'Nt~on novv fur that, beeam.;e the 
<iovernn10nt had hacl t:iufficient tilne to n1atnre 
their ~U'l'~tugenwnts. But he could not elL~~ 
eover frorn the panerH what \vere their inR 
tended opemtions. \Vlutt had the :\Iinister for 
Ln,n<ls to ""'.V on that important matter now? 
The smn of £4,000 was an indefinite amount put 
down in order thn,t the House might atlirm their 
belief that a trigonometrical survey should take 
phtce. It was strange to fin<l the same indefinite 
anwunt again on the Estilnates. The arrange
ment ong-ht by thi; time to be matnred, but all 
thev knew was that a base line had been 
rneitKured. 

The PREC\IIER Raid he understood tlmt a 
lntMe-line, ~even n1ileH in length, had been 
measmed on the Darling- Downs with the greCLtest 
~tcenracy-within a po.-;:-;ible error of :-:;mnething 
less thm1 two inches at the outside. Two officers 
wen~ t!pecially enrployed, one of whmu hacl had 
Yery large experience in work nf that kind. X ot 
much work would be done during the hottest 
months of the vear. The reason wlw no further 
J>l'<lgreAK had b8en rnatle waR that thC in.':itrnrrrents 
Llid not arrive from England until quite recently, 

The Ho:-.-. Sm T. i\IciLIVRAITH said he 
knew from the report that the ba,;e·line had 
heen hticl down, hut wh"'t he wanted to know 
was whether the survey had been actrmlly cmn
menced '? 

The PRE:YUER: It ha.s. 

The HoN. i:JIR T. MciLWRAITH said it 
seem<?d, from the inrlefinite sum asked for, that 
the Govemment lmd not made up their minds 
what they were going to do The staff onght to 
h:we been org-aniserl by that time. There was a 
reason for putting down an indefinite sum like 
£4,000 when the late Government initiated the 
work. Kow. he wanted to know what the 
present Government meant to do. The vote 
asked for was merely a vote for the Surveyor
General to do what he liked with. The work 
was one of the most important that had been 
brought before them, and yet they had not the 
slightest information as to how it was being- pro. 
ceeded with. The vote would require very cloc<e 
scrntiny when it W.:\JS brought fonvard again, for 
in its present form it was as if they were a'ked 
to vote a lump sum of £100,000 for the Southern 
and ·western Railway without the slig-htest 
details being given. \Vhat arrangernent h~td_ 
been made between this GoYernment and that of 
South Australb "? \Vho was conducting the 
survey, and what progress had been made: 

The P RE!\HER replied that the survey was 
being conducted by the officers of the South 
Austmlian Government, the work to be checked 
hy Queenshtnd as soon as they got telegraphic 
connnunic:-ttion, which won1cl not be very long 
now. All they had to do was to determine the 
north place and south line, in which there was 
not likP.ly to be any error ; and if too far to the 
east or to the west, that could be checked. 

The HoK. Sm T. MciLWRAITH IHke<l 
what arrangements had been made with the 
South Australia,n Gcrn;rnment as to the expense 
o£ the work? 

'::'he PREMIER replied th :t Q.uesnsland wa3 
to p:.:y one·half the expense. The instruments 

to he used fmrn Boulia, the lllll\J'est telegraph 
station, ha<lnot yet arrived, hut they won!d be 
here in two nwutbs, when <:tu offiuer woulrl l1e aL 
once sent out to check the ::.~urn~y. 

The Ho:-.-. S11t T. i\IclLIVHA lTH '"ked what. 
were tbe obliga.tiun~ between the two Govt:,rn
mcn t,; ? I Vas their decision as to the Loundary 
line between the two colonies to be accepted ao 
final'? .._..\..nd was the cost of checking to be Uorne 
by Queensland, or to be shared with South 
A.nshalia? 

The PREMTER replied that they were not 
bound to acc0pt the line laid down unless they 
found it accumte. One of the reasons why one 
of their own officers had not been sent to join 
the South Austmlian party was that they had 
not the proper instruments to send with him. 
The expen~e of checking frmn Bonlia WW:3 e~ti
matecl to cost between £300 "'nd £400, which this 
Gonrnment-he did not know why-had stipu
lated to pay. 

The Ho:-.-. Slll T. :\IuiLIVllAITH asked how 
the compromise h"'d Leen arrived at with regttrd 

. to fixing- the meridian? They had always con
tended that it should be fixed by (,luecnsland on 
account of their further telegraphic communica
tion. Had it been done by telegraph? 

The PRE:\IIEH : X o; by observation on the 
ground. 

The HoN. i:lm T. :\IciLWHAITH ""ked if 
there was any anangement about fixing per· 
nutnent rnarkH? \V ere the pernutnent b( mnda
ries to be fixed in the meantime? 

The PREMIER said he was informe<l th"'t 
the starting point-the southern extremity on 
the 13Sth meridian·--was fixed in this way:-
A point on the border of South Austmlia and 
Victori"' had been ascertained lw means of 
the electric telegraph. :From there a line 
hac! been actually measured along the border 
between South Australi"' and Kew South 
vV ales right up to the corner in the southern 
boundary of Queensland. From that it had been 
chained to the 13Sth parallel, and that was how 
the starting point was arrived at. 

The Ho~. Sm T. MciLvVRAI'l'H said the 
hon. member said the points were fixed by obser· 
vation. vV ere they checked by any ohservations 
taken on the northern shores, or any intermediate 
point? 

The PRElYliER said there was no means of 
checking- the points except by astronomical 
observation. There was no other possible means 
until they could measure from Boulia when the 
chronographs came to hand. The boundary was 
being marked at convenient intervals by iron 
bar«. 

The Ho:-.-. Sm T. MoiLvVRAITH asked how 
br the surveyor• had got from the south-west 
corner~ a.nd if the Gover1nnent were adviHerl. 
periodically of the progress being made. \V ere 
the boundaries being· fixed as they went along, 
and to what point h:td they got up to the present 
time? Had they got up to the boundaries th"'t 
property holders in X ew South vV ales and 
Q.ueensland were disputing? 

The PRE:YIIER said the survevors had not 
got further than sixty or seventy n;iles from the 
bnrd'lr. He understood that they were con· 
sidembly obstructed by the weather. It was 
not so long ago that the 'wrangement was com
pleted-not more than eight or nine months ago 
at the outside. 

The HoN. SIB. T. MciLWRAITH asked if nny 
amount had been specified for which the work 
was guaranteed to be done • \Vhv had the corre· 
spondence on the subject not been laid on the 
table of the Huuse' I£ it had been he would 
not haYe had to ask so many questions. 
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The PT\.E:\IIEH .>aid "" fixed <enwnnt hatl 
heen tncntinned, hecatuw jt waf' diHicnlt to :.t:-;cer
t.:J,in the expense. He. re,.;rettq} thm the pn,pe"' 
had not been laid on the t.;IJ]e of the Ffpnse; 
they ·hnnH ha Ye heen. 

The Ho". Sm T. ::\frTL\VR,\ITH: The 
btest iufnrnu-ttinn t<1 hand w.t~ thnt "'ixt)- r11ileM 
from the border waH the furthe-:t distance ren,ched. 

The PitKi\IIER: Yes. That wa,, not very 
recent informn,tion ; bnt it was the htteHt. 

The Hox. Sm T. ::\IciL\VRAITH: How fm 
baek i:-o that inforuw .. tion? 

The PRE:\IIER: About two or three month" 
a~o. 

Que"tiou put ancl passed. 
The l\IINIRTER FOl~ LAXDS moved that 

J::!l,li2ll l>e granted for I'aHtnrn,l Occupation, 
tSaJaries and contingencie::;. There waR only 
one increase of J::2i'> under that head to the 
draftsrnan. 

l\Ir. NOR TON said there was au increase in 
the item of Commissioners. 

The MIXISTEE FOH LANDS said the 
commissioner at Blackall had been transferred. 

Mr. STEYEXSON said he wanted to get 
smne- inforn1ation frorn the 1-{inister for Land~ 
before the vote vassed. Donle tirne ago he 
called for a return showing '' the na.nteR of the 
licensees or lessees in the unsettled districts 
who have been asked to show cause why their 
runs should not be forfeited on n.cconnt of non or 
insufficient Dtocking, or who have got notice of 
forfeiture on account of non or insufficient stock
ing; also the nanws of Rnch licensees or le~~ce:.; 
v.rhose runR have been reim-;ta,ted., or who have got 
promises that such runs will be reinstated; also all 
correspondence in connection with the foregoing.'' 
\\'ell, that return h~,d taken a long time to make 
up, and, now that it was laid on the table he 
was sorry to say it was very imperfect, and did 
not really give the information in the way that 
it was asked for, and ought to have been given. 
He had the schedule", but the papers were at t!Je 
Printing Office. He had a,;ke< 1 the .!\Iinister for 
Lands to get the return before that estinmte 
passed, because a di::;cu~Hiou \V(_mld arii->e on it. 
The schedules simply showed the runs that were 
insufficientlv stocked or nnstocked, and there 
were crosses here all(] there to show the runs 
that had been reinstated. vVhat kind of infor
mation was that to give the House? The 
person 'vho n1ade up the return ought t(~ 
have gone through it and 1nade a liBt of the rum.; 
that had lwen reinstated, instead of making 
crosses. The information that was wanted was 
not there in a way that it could be acted npon. 
About one-half the runs ftfJlJeared to have been 
reinstated, and yet they were put down as 
insufficiently stocked or nnstockecl. He woulcl 
like to know on what princi]Jle the }Iinister fol' 
I,ands had acted in reinstating runs of which he 
had given notice of forfeiture. 

The 1\'II::'fiSTER FOR LANDS said that no 
runs had been reinstated except in cases where 
the lessees had given very good reasons and sup
plied ample evidence tha,t it was impossible to 
uet their stock out there in time, and who had 
~eally asked for an extension of time, w hi eh he 
had the power to grant if he thought there was 
sufficient reason. 

The Hox. Sm T. :\lulL \V HAlTH snid tlmt 
the papers had not yet been printetl. \V ere they 
to understand that those papers would show the 
reasons on which the ~\1inister for Lands ncted 
in reinstatinr: sorne of the run' and declinin~ to 
reinstate oth-ers 

The MIXISTER FOR LANDS, All the 
corre~pondence on the matter is gh-en. 

The Hnx. Sm T. :l!dL\\'JL\ 1Til ,,:cid L!JR 

llllll. grmt\eJu;l,Jl :-;t;.tb:-•d that he had snHicieni 
t"Pa,..,oJ}~ fnr l'ejn.'"'ta.tinh c:ertain rnn~. \Vaf'. that 
infortnation, nr Lbose re(JA.;;nns, ;,i,·en i11 the 
paper;)? 

Thco l\fJ::'\ISTEH VOR LA:I\DS qc•id he 
thought ,..,n, in nearly en~l'Y in~tance. Tn ,:;:.on1e 
iustances the les:-:ees waited on hirn personally 
a.nJ de;c;eribed tbeir ea:-:;es; but in nwtJt insktnces 
it had lJeen done by letter. 

The Hox. SIR T. l\Ic1L\VIL\lTH '"ked if, 
\Vllere it had beeu clone 1'81'1-:iOllally, an:v notice 
was taken of that in the papers'! Did the 
papers show t.he reasons tlmt ind need the l\linis
ter for Lalllb to decide in favour of certain 
pctrties ~ 

The l\IlXISTEI~ FOIC LAXJJS ""id that 
the papers wouhl KU]>[Jly all the information 
under that head in ahnm;t every iw.:;tance. 

Mr. STJ::VENSOK asked if the htm. gentle
man would tell them what gnidecl him, in the 
first int:'tanc~, in giving notice of forfeiture? 

The ::\li::'\ISTER l<'OH LA?\DS said hi,; infor
lnatinn was derived frmn different source"\; but 
there \vas one ~onrce npon which he relied to a 
great exteut, and that \Va"' the return:-; under 
the Branc!K Act. \Vhere the returns sent in 
were manifestly at varitmce with the are:t held 
by the les~ees, they \Vere gh·en notice of for
feiture. In some instnnces it was shown that the 
returns were not correct ; and in other c:tKe..; 
evidence w::ts given that the runs had been :-:uffi
ciently stocked, but that it had been necessary to 
remove the stock owing to the drought or other 
causef.-l. 

l\Jr. STJ~VENSON said he nntic~cl that in the 
Burke, Cook, an(l other di:-;tricts a great lllany nf 
the lessees got notice of forfeiturP. Could the 
hon. gentle1nan say \Yhat proportion of thmm 
rum.;, after 1naking inquiries, he found to be 
stocked? 

The MINISTER FOE LANDS said he did 
unt think he had attemptetl to ascertain that. 
There were l1 good many of them certainly not 
stockecl as required by the Act, even by the 
achni~sion nf the le:-if:ees thmnselves. In 1uany 
cases there had been great losses through the 
black,; that was in the newer country. 

Mr. STE YENS ON asked if the hon. gentle· 
umn could say how n1any runs he had rein
stated~ 

The l\.ll);lSTEll FOR LANJJS said he could 
not. 

Mr. STEVEKSON said he knew a great many 
had been reinstated, and he knew also that the 
hon. gentleman found that a Yery large propor
tion of tbe runs in which notices were giYen had 
heen fully Rtocked fron1 the ·beginning. A great 
many of the lessees went to considerable expeu,e, 
and had a great deal of trouble oYer the notices 
that were «iven. Hewonld like to know whether 
the hon. g.entleman was prepared to reimburse 
those lessees the expense they were pnt to? 

The J\HNISTER :B'OR LAJ'\DS said he did 
not know one single case in which the lessee 
did not deserve what he got, inasmuch as they 
did not make returns under the Brands Act. The 
brands inspector in those districts ought to have 
compelled them to do so, lmt there h<td been " 
gond deal of laxity in the nHttte1·, »ml the Chief 
Inspector clid not seem to have control over thE' 
Uranch; inspectol'H. In ~mne catie~ returns had not 
been made fnr vears. As tn the runs that were 
;.nfficientlv stocked, the lessees need never hB.Ye 
feared that they won!d be disturbed in any way-. 
They knew the' reason why notice of forfeitme 
v;·as ;;iven, 
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Mr. STEVE::\;:)OK said the :Minister for 
Lands went by the retnrus that were tient to the 
Brands Inspector. The hon. gentleman g·ave 
them to understn.ml some time :tgo, when 'peak
ing on the second rmtding of the Land Bill, that 
it would save a great de<tl of perjury in ret(ard to 
thoRe run~ where the o\vners <:Lnd 1nanagers had 
been in the habit of perjuring thmnselves to 
>~cquire a title. If the hon. gentleman thought 
that squcttter:-; were a da:--''4 who indulged iu that 
kind of thing 80 1nucb, and went fu~sing about 
in the Brand., Office to see the number of stock 
of each lessee~and that was what he had gone 
upon, and the lessees knew that that was ;~·hat 
he had gone upon in putting thmn to a very 
large expense~ he did not think there would be 
very much trouble, in future, in g·etting over that 
difficulty ; becanse, if they were such a class he 
shonld bncy tlmt they would take very good 
care tlmt the Bmnds Inspector was kept well 
posted up by returns sent in, showing stock r]uite 
enough to hold the run so far as stock were crm
cerned. The Minister for Lands showed very little 
discretion, indeed, e:-;pecially in a season like the 
past, in putting lessees to so much trouble, and 
expense, and worry. He had not much infor
lnatinn to go upon, and in a great n1any cases he 
found the country had been fully stocked ; n,nd 
after having had to nwve their sheep and cttttle 
frmu their runR, the :-;(platters would not even 
st.retch their consciences, and hesitated to send 
in returns to the B1·ttnds Inspector, because the 
~tock were not actually on the rnn<.;; and 
for tlmt they received notice of forfeiture, 
and ha.d to en1ploy agents and :mrnetinws 
la,vyers, at a great expense, to look after their 
intere,ts. It was very lmrd that those lessees 
should have been punished. In most ca'e' the 
rnns had been found fully stocked, unless in 
cases where they could not poHibly be so, on 
account of the season. He was inclined to think 
that in some cases the l\linister had reinstated 
rnnK without any attmnpt at re-stocking having 
been made. He wished to know whether, in 
any casefi \V here the leH~ee of a run had gone to 
the Treasnry am! tendered his cheque for the 
rent of his nm, he had been told that it would 
he accepter'! conditionally, and when he ~aid he 
would either pay without conditions, or not at 
nll, it had been accepted? 

The l\IIIXIS'l'ER :FOR LAXDS said that no 
<'Jtse of that kind had come under his notice. 
Perhaps the Colonial Treasm·er would know 
:;on1ething about it. 

The COLONIAL TRI<;A.SURER s:.id that 
no rent on account of runs which \\ Pre held in 
snspension by the :\linister had been received at 
the Treasury, except on a printed receipt bear
ing a, H]Jecial n1e1norandun1 on the lJack, 
stnting that it was received pending inquiry 
at the Lands Department. Xo instance had 
emne under hiR knowledge of any les~ee insisting 
n pon either getting a clean receipt, or refn~ing 
to pay. In any cases of uncert>tiuty the Lands 
Department was consulted, and any receipt 
issued free from that proviso would only be 
issned upon the Lands Department stating that 
the run had been reinstnted. 

l\lr. :-;TEVJ,;xsox said he could not go 
thoroughly into the matter with the information 
that was given in that printed form. He would 
have liked to havechme so, because he believed th,tt 
argreatinjury had been done to a great rnany les8ees, 
:md there was not much country left in Qneens
land to take up. 1f the action that had been 
taken by the J\!Iinister for Lands with regard to 
those runs had been taken ten 0r fifteen years 
ago, a check ·woulcllu~.ve been. given to settle'inent 
that would have kept it back for 11t least tBn 
yearn. The Jl!:iniste.r for La,Ids ought to have 
oeen tha last one to carry cut the letter of the 

law. He knew tlmt pioneers in new country 
had alway~ Leen encouraged to open up the 
country and settle it, and had never been inter
fered with if they showed a desire to take 
np country in a legitimate way. The hon. 
gentlermm knew that, in the old clays, his 
pnrtnen; '"ed to take up land that they 
did not stock to the letter of the law t>ny more 
tlutn anyone else, nnd no Iand comnlis~ioner or 
i\linister ever interferer) with them on that 
a.ccouut Ho lung as they showed a, de..,ire to ta.ke 
up the countrv in a legitinutte way. A_ great 
manY of such inen }md been harassed without 
any ;·hyme or reasm1 whatever; and, taking it all 
round, thousands of pounds had come out of the 
pockets of those struggling s([uatters in the very 
:-:H:r.tson when everything ought to have been done 
to encourage them. 

The Hox. Sm T. :\IclLWRAITH said it was 
a pity that th:tt return had not been put in such 
a form that hon. members could have understood 
it; becau><e it was a comment upon very important 
:\linhteri"l aetion. The matter of the return was 
of course, wAll understood by hon. members; the 
:Vlinister for Lands had given wholesale notice of 
forfeiture to those runhnlders of the colony 
whom he found, on a study of the Brands Inspec
tors' returns, did not .,utliciently stock their 
holdings. A retum was asked for, showing the 
ca.8es in which notice had been given, and also the 
cases in which they had been reinstated on a 
promise that they would be fully stocked. The 
return had been given in Ino~:;t elaborate for1n, 
and w:1s very um~ieldy to handle, showing all 
those to whom notice had been given of forfeiture, 
and there was oimply a note to say that the runs 
marked with a reel cross had been reinstated, and 
the rent>< of others had been received provisionally. 
He would like to know from the .:VIinister for 
Lands what had been the practical result of the 
action taken by him~ Had it been found out 
that "llne men actually had been holding their 
runs in contravention of the law, so that for
feiture had taken place ; and what was the pro
portion of such cases '! \Vhat proportion had 
been reinstated, and generally for what causes? 
The hon. gentleman having conducted the whole 
of the busineos himself would be in a position to 
tell them what had been the result of his own 
action. 

'l.'he l\IINISTER :FOR LANDS said he could 
not stttte exactly the proportion. of those who 
had been reinstated. Some were m abeyance as 
there was no proof of their having stocked in 
accordance with the requirements of the law ; 
others had failed from causes which deserved 
con.sideration, but had not yet made application 
for the extension of time which the :Minister was 
ern powered to grant. Smne of th~ ca~~s in abey
auce were difficult to deal with m vrew of the 
seasons they had had. There were some cases 
where the lessees had not stocked. 

The Hox. Rm '1'. MuiLWRAITH: Are 
those a large proportion of the ca,;es? 

The MINISTER I•' OR LANDS: I think not. 
The Hox. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: How 

many? 
The JHIXISTER J<'OH LANDS : I cannot 

saifh
1

~'Hox. Sat T. ~Icii .. \VRAITH : Surely 
t.he holl. member can g-ive us some idea of the 
number of runs in abeyance, upon which he has 
not been able to decide? 

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS said he would 
like to speak with some accuracy in the matter. 
He had no distinct recollection of the number, 
and it would be very unsatisfactory to make a 
ue\v~ at it. He would prepare the inforn1ation 

a.nd let the hon. member knew exactly what the 
numbers were, 
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Mr. STEVENSON 'aid that was exactly the 
reason why he called for the return ; he wanted 
to get it before the vote came on. The Mini"tcr 
was as ignorant about it as he was about the 
previouH vote. 

The l\IIINISTER I<'OR LANDS: Get the 
information out of the paperil yourself, then. 

Mr. STEVENSON said he would have the 
information from the 1\Iinh;ter if he would not 
put the return on the table, ao it was wanted. 
It should have been in the form in which he had 
called for it ; a,nd then the number of runs that 
had been reinstated would have been stated, and 
added up. To get any information at all he had 
had to wait while a boy was sent to the Printing 
Office for the paper,;, and after fussing through 
them for half-an-hour, he was told by the 
lV[inister in a Inost hnpertinent rnanner to 
look through the papet-s 1md find out the 
infornuttion for himself. That was a little 
too much. The l\llinister for Lands had received 
every consideration. The Premier had taken 
charge of everything he hatl to do in the House ; 
<md now, at that time of the night, when hon. 
1nmnbe1's ~bowed a, \vil1ingneHH to discusK a vote 
fairly, he spoke to them in the most impertinent 
manner. The return had been called for months 
ago, and the ::\Iinister for Lanch might have had 
it in such a shape that they could have got 
the information without hunting at all. He 
knew that a large proportion of the runs had 
been reinstated ; and he knew that a great 
deal of hardship had taken place in regard to 
the matter. He had already mentioned a case 
where the father of a family had given several 
sons £20,000, or £30,000, to settle in Queensland 
with, and had come up from l\!Ielbonrne to 
Brisbane for a week or ten days over the matter. 
He had had to employ agents the whole time, 
and was put to a great deal of trouble. He 
actually proved where he bought the cattle, and 
though some of them were lost on the way 
up, he was the sufferer by that. That gentle
rnan, Mr. Watson, after showing every desire 
to stock his runs and settle his sons in Queens
land, got :t notice of forfeiture, and he was so 
disgusted that he said that if he had the leases 
there am! then he would have sold them for half 
the money he lutd spent in the colony, and have 
taken his sons away, \Vas that a,ny encourage
ment to people to settle in the colony ? The 
J\Iinister for Lands was very much to blame in 
the matter. The hon. member had been months 
in his office, but he did not know anything· about 
i~ at all. He could not give them any informa
tiOn. 

The MINISTI~R FOR LANDS said he 
maintained that the return was in strict accor
dance with the hon. member's motion. The hon. 
member said the pavers were not in the form he 
wanted them ; but they were in the way he asked 
for them. 

Mr. STEVENSON : They are not. 
The MINISTER l<"OR LANDS asked in 

what particnlar they failed to be in accordance 
with the hon. member's motion ? 

The HoN. Sm T.l\!IciLWRAITHsaid he did 
not think the hcon. gentleman was behaving 
fairly. On the 18th of September the hon. mem
ber for Norman by asked for-

" A return showing the names of the licensees or 
lessees in the unsettled districts who have been aslmcl 
to show ea, use why their rnns should not be forfeited on 
account of non or insufficient stocking, or who have got 
notice of forfeiture on account of non or insufficient 
stocking; also the names of ~nch licensees or lessees 
whose runs have been reinstated, or who have got 
}n·omises that ~nch rnns will bP, reinstated; also all 
correspondenc~ in connection with the foregoing." 

The latter part. of the information had not been 
given at all. There was simply a note at the 
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end of the return that certain rnns marked with 
a red cross had been reinstated, and that for 
others not so marked the rentc; had been received 
provisionally. vVhat he had asked the Minister 
for Lands was, seeing he had dealt with all the 
papers, whether he could not from his own know
ledge give the House some idea of the number 
that had been reinstated, and the number still 
awaiting adjustment. The hon. member should 
have had that information long ago; it was ten 
weeks since the return was asked for. He was 
bound to give the information if he wanted the 
business of the GoYernment gone on with. He 
had no business to tell any hon. member to hunt 
through a lot of unprinted papers, and get 
information for himself. If the hon. member 
had told him that he would--

The MINIS'rER FOR LANDS said the 
hem. member had just admitted that every run 
reinstated was marked with a red cross. Did 
not that indicate what had been done with them? 
The rents of those runs not marked had only 
been received provisionally. All the carrel<· 
pondence in connection with lJoth classes of cases 
was in the papers. He did not see what more 
the hon. g·entleman wanted, unless he wanted 
them arranged in snch a way that they might 
have been readily looked through or com pre· 
hencled. 

Mr. J\IACDONALD-PATERSON asked if it 
was meant that after the lessee of the run 
received the notice referred to by previous 
speakers, and after consideration of the whole 
circumstances of the case, that he had another 
notice informing him that he could go on as before. 
vVas tha,t his reinstatement? 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said that 
reinstatement meant that the lessee was put back 
into the position he had held before, as if he had 
complied with all the conditions of the law. 

Mr. l\IIACDONALD-PATERSON said he 
did not like the word "reinstatement." If a man 
never broke faith with the Government in his 
contract, why should he be told that he was re· 
instated? 

The MINISTER J<'OR LANDS said the 
lessee might have failed in some respects inas
much as he had not explained to the Government 
that he had not stock on his ground on account of 
drought or some other mishap. There had been 
great laxity in the administration of the law on 
that point for a long time, and men made no 
appeal to the Government to protect them against 
the effects of the law being cxcrried out in a 
stringent manner. He thought those cases were 
deserving of consideration under the circum
stances, because it had been taken for granted 
that as long as they paid their rents no questions 
would be asked as to their stocking. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWHAITH said that 
in asking the :Minister for Lands the number of 
persons who had been reinstated, and the num
ber of those whose cases were still under the con
sideration of the Government, he did not ask him 
to be so particular as to give them to a half per 
cent. But from having dealt with so many cases 
of that kind he was asked if he could give any notion 
of how the system had worked, and his answer was 
that he had given notice to the parties who had 
not fulfilled the conditions of their lease. Could 
the hon. gentleman not give any notion of the 
number of men who had really been reinstated; 
or in other words, had not the result been that, 
practically, the whole of them had been rein
stated ? IV ere there any ea""' uf forfeiture? 
\Vhat proportion had been reinstated, and how 
many cases had been left for reinstatement
wrely he must have that on his mind? 

The MHIISTER FOR LANDS said he did 
not think he co~1ld say how many of thooe 



1682 Supply. [ASt:lEMBLY.] Supply. 

gentlemen had been rein,tated, and he could not 
Hay how many were left for consideration. 

l\Ir. STEVE~SO~ said the Minister for 
Lands had asked what he would have 
liked. He would have liked if he could 
lmve been able to take UlJ the papers at once 
>tnd have seen what runs had been rein
stated and what had not. As the papers stood it 
would take some considerable time to get the 
information he wanted from them. That was 
the only time he could discuss the matter, which 
was very important and ought to be dis
cw;sed. He believed a great injury had been 
done to a great many men ; it hacl cttused 
expense and had checked settlement. He also 
considered that some of the men who had 
received the notice had been actually accused of 
getting their runs by fraud. 

The MINISTEll ]'OR LA~D8: Xo. 
Mr. 8TEVENSON said the hnn. gentleman 

knew that they were, and he (:Yir. Stevenson) 
had got the papers to vrove it. He knew it 
was said that many people had taken up 
watered runs without any stocking at a very 
low rate per square mile; that a great nmny 
blocks of frontage of the Thomson !liver had 
been taken up as unwatered conutry, and not 
stocked at all. 'rhe :Minister f<•r Lands ha.d 
better take care of what he did, for many people 
had felt that bitterly. He (~lr. 8tevenson) might 
mention one name. 1\Ir. \Vatson had said that 
he felt that accusation even more keenly than 
the threat that his rnn would be taken away 
from him. Some people had consciences, and 
did not like to be accused of having acquired 
their runs by fraud. It was too late an hour to 
discuss this matter vroperly; and the Minister 
should postpone the vote and bring it up at 
another sitting of the Committee. 

The PllEMIER said that the hnn. member 
would find the whole information in the papers 
before him. \Vhy did he not get the pavers a 
little sooner and study them, and not want the 
House to a.djourn lJecause he was too busy or 
idle to do his work? 

The IRoN. Sm T. MoiLWllAITH said it 
was ten weeks since the information was asked 
for, and they had not got it even now. He 
wanted to see the printed papers before him that 
night. He complained of the stubborn way in 
which the Minister for Lands had refused to 
give the Committee information-he having it 
all the time in his head-at any rate a man who 
was fit for the position he occupied ought to 
have it in his head. 

Mr. STEVEN80N said that before he left the 
House to attend to private business some time 
ago he had asked the Minister for Lands whether 
the papers were Leing prepared and would be 
ready to be laid on the table of the House. He 
Innst h:tve known that he (lVlr. Stevenson) 
wanted to get hold of them and to have the 
matter fully prepared for discussion. But it 
was only that afternoon that the papers had 
gone to the printers, and he did not know that 
they had been laid on the table until he made 
inquiry. He thought that at that late hour they 
had better postpone the matter. 

The Hox. Sw T. M oiL WRAITH : \Yhe1: 
will these documents be printed? 

The PREMIER replied that they would be 
ready in a day or two. He had not seen the 
returns himself, but he ventured to say that in 
ten minutes he would be prepared to answer 
every question the lwn. member had asked. 

The Hox. 8JH T. MdLWHATTH stti<l the 
l'rewier lmd jnst passed the greatest condemna· 
tion po·,sible upon hi" colleague, who bad said 
j;hat he cuuld uot ;:;il·e the information asked for. 

The PREl\IIER said the questions put to hi,.; 
hon. colleague had reference to proportions and 
percentages ; he httd not been asked for any real 
inforn1a.ti(m. 

l\Ir. STEVEXSON said the return was not 
properly prepared, as the Premier would see if 
he looked at it for a moment, >end it would take 
a 1nan an hour or two to get all the infortnatiun 
he wanted out of it. 

The Hox. Sm T. MciL WRAITH : When 
will the Su]Jplementary Estimates for last year 
be laid on the table ? 

The COLO::SIAL TRJ,;ASFREH: I l10pe to 
have them down on ]'riday or Tuesday next. 

The Hox. Sm '1'. l\IclL vVllAITH: Then we 
shall haYe another opportnnit~- of returning to 
this question, and I hope the }linister for Lands 
will he uble to give 1ne n1ore inforn1ation on it 
than he appears to po,sess to-night. 

l\Ir. J UHDAN said the Minister for Lands 
lucd expressed his willillgness to prepare a sum
mary of the returns, and he hoped the hon. 
member for N ormanby would be satisfied with 
that, so thttt they might get on with business. 

l\Ir. STEVENSON said he was willing to 
allow busine~:S to go on, but it was in deference 
to what had been said by the lettder of tlw 
Opposition, and not to tl1e treatment he had 
recei vecl from the ::\linister for Lands. He ha cl 
no wish to delay business, and would refer to 
the matter on a future occasion. 

Question put and passed. 
'rhe l\II:0fiSTER FOH LANDS moved that 

£1,550 be granted for Miscellaneous Service~. 
There was an item of £~0 for a German inter
preter at the Beenleigh Land Office, making the 
total amount of the vote £1,600 ; but he did not 
propose to ask for that, as ht' was not satisfied 
tha~ an officer of that kind would be w>ented. 
The other new items were: £200 for the collection 
of indig-enous timbers, and £500 for the destruc
tion of Bathurst burr. 

Mr. 8TEVK1\S asked if the present German 
interpreter at Beenleigh was not to have his 
salary? 

The PREl\IIER : It is on the Colonial Secre
tary's vote. 

The Hox. Sm T. l\IciLWllAITH said tlutt 
was an extraorrlinary way of doing business. 
The Minister for Lands declined to ask for a 
1nan's ,salary because the rnan \Vas not wanted, 
and then they found that he was already paid 
out of the Colonial Secretary's vote. He did not, 
think they would throw Bismarck over. \Vhat 
about the collection of indigenous timbers-how 
was the money tn be spent? 

'rhe MINISTER FOR LANDS said the ide>t 
was to collect samples of the indigenous timbers 
of the colony for general inforn1ation. Sotne 
years ago a collection of that nature was made, 
bnt it "-as not labelled, and no one knew in wh:,t 
condition it was now. The new collection would 
be stored in a shed tu be built at the back uf the 
:Museum. 

Mr. JESSOP said he saw £500 down for the 
destruction of Bathurst burr. Where was that 
going to be spent? If the Minister for Lands 
would come up on the Downs he would see tlmt 
fiye times £ii00 would not be sufficient to eradi
cate the burr. A large quantity of Crown lands 
was overgrown with it, and he should like to hear 
the :Minister for Lands say that he would put a 
larger sum on the Estimates next yc·ar. The 
de,tructiou of burr had been 11 very sore point 
with the diYisimwl boanls, and be sbonld like 
to oee the lllatter taken in haml :md <kalt "it h. 
lie would ;Jh;o like tu l.uu\\" 11herc t!Jc [,.;c..,L 
nnrt:.ery 'va;:, ? 
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The MINISTER FOR LA::\'DS ,;tticl the ~mn 
put clown on the Estimate,; for the destruction of 
Bfl.thurst bnrr was fl.rrived :1t by the amount 
exvended during the yen,r 18S3-4, and rJnring the 
present ,-eur. £~!12 2s. tiel. hn,d been expended 
in 1H83-4, 'md £127 had been spent this vear. 
\Vith regard to the forest nursery : it waH on 
Fra~~r\:; Island. The ranger who had charge of 
the t1_mbm: reserve _hn,ving little to do, employed 
h1s tnne m plantmg trees and lookin" after 
them. He had been surprised to hea';. from 
Mr. :i\[cDowall how many trees the ranger had 
plantetl. 

Mr. N_URTO-S" said it was ea,;y to plant trees; 
hnt lookmg after them wa,; n,nother thing. He had 
heanl that out of 11,700plantecl, 11,000 had been 
pnll~cl up again. It w_as about time a report was 
obtamed on the subject. He would like to 
:1sk the l\linist.er for Lands if he knew anything 
of a. large lnnd of bnrr which vras o-rowino· 
abont Ipswich and Brisbane. It w~s fast 
becorning a~ grt"Ht a nniRa.nce as the Bathurst 
burr, as it spread very rapidly. He had 
noticNl some on an allotment near the 
8u preme Court, and had drawn the attentior{ 
of Mr. Uorclon, the Inspector of Sheep, to it. lt 
was a !Ho to be found at T ncluoroopillv am! 
f pswich in large quantities ; and Dr. Balwroft, 
"~ho had ~xamined it, pronounced the juice to be 
h1ghly ]Hllsonm'". It would be well to include 
that wec,,l amongst the burrs to be destroyeLl. 

:\fr. BLACK said he would like some informa
tion in reference to the land at Geraldton 
:\Iuurilyan, which had lately been laid out as ~ 
township. The pioneer settlers at such places 
:vere as a rule allowed compensation for their 
nnproven1ents \vhen the land wa;;, surveved and 
cut up; hut he had been given to understand 
that that had not Leen done at Geraldton and he 
would like to know the reason? ' 

'The J\IINISTEH J;'OR LAXDS said no dis
tinction was made, and the usual rule was fol
lowed in the case mentioned by the hon. member. 
In o:1e case, :\Ir. Swallow, :1 selector, had put up 
two 1ron skeleton sheds upon ( ~overnment land 
and he wanted the Government to buy them: 
They were of no possible use, and he was given 
the option of removing them from the land. 

Mr . .TESSOP said he wanted to know more 
about the Bathurst burr vote. The J\Iinister for 
Lands had . said £127 was expended last year. 
\Vhere was 1t spent? He was sorrv the members 
for Darling. Downs were not present, for they 
could bear lnm out as to the extent to which the 
lmrr was spreading. He would sugve,;t that 
power be given to Crown lands r:ngers to 
mspect thos~ places where the burr was growing, 
and destroy 1t. That was reallv a matter which 
required_consicleration, as parts of the country 
were bemg completely ruined by the immense 
growth of burr. He did not know to what 
divisional boards the money had been given; but 
he knew that the board with which he was con
nected applied over and over again for assistance 
and were unable to obtain it. ' 

The MINISTER J!'OR LANDS said there 
had been votes to the ,T onclaryan, Gowrie, and 
other boards. The .T onclaryan Board had also 
put in a claim for £127 for the present year. 

Mr .. JESSOP sai<l that he had no doubt after 
that explanation, there would be a "ood 'many 
applimttions for a share in the \ ote. " 

Mr. KORTOX said there was another matter 
he should like to ask the hon. gentleman about 
and thn,t was the cn,se of l'!Ienzie,; ,,_ Deshon. H~ 
~poke to the hou. gentlenutn alJout it ~mne tin1e 
«g-o, because he thought Mr. ::\Ienzies bad rather 
a ,,trong claim on the Government for delay 
caused bE:fore he WC:t8 llUt in l'OSS83Sion of his 
land. 

The PREMIER : I think he got off very well 
Mr. NOR TON said he did not know about 

that. At one time he thought Mr. Menzies was 
in the wrong, but after the decision was given 
he thought he was in the right. He had to go 
to law, and he was interfered with, and suffered 
consideraLle loss. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said he knew 
nothing at all about the matter. It was dealt 
with by the late Government, and if there was 
any blame they were responsible for it. 

Mr. XORTON said he did not like that 
:1nswer. because it was not in accordance with 
what the hon. gentleman said to him when 
he saw him in his office. He (Mr. Norton) 
quite admitted that it was the fault of the 
last Government, if there was any fault ; 
but when he put the matter before the 
hon. gentletnan smne months ago the answer he 
,;ave was that he was not prepared to enter into 
the subject then-not because it had been dealt 
with by the last Government, but because he 
thought, the case having been taken into court 
and Mr. Menzies having accepted the verdict h~ 
forfeited what chtim he might otherwi~e h'ave 
had. 

The PRKMlER said that Mr. Menzies 
applied for a selection, and the late Government 
refused to give it to him. He had recourse 
to _law, and he got the selection. He did not 
chum. any damages. The delay in getting the 
selectwn was the fault of the then Mini8te1· 
for L,turls, and it struck him (the Premier) that 
:i\lr. J\!Ienzies was in the same position as a 
man who had been delayed in getting a selection 
through the fault of the Survey Department in 
not surveying it. If they allowed claims for those 
delays, they would have plenty of them. He had 
heard of a. case in which a delay of ten years 
took place m the survey of a selection. 

:<\[r. ,JORDAN ~aid he would like to know the 
system on which that £500 for the destruction of 
Bathurst burr was spent? 

The MINISTER FOR LX~\DS s'tid that 
clivi,;ional b<mrds had to send in applications and 
a copy of the contract for cutting burr. They 
also had to get the ranger or the land commi>
sioner to see the way the work was done. 

Mr. MELLOR said he would like to say a 
word about fore"t nurseries. While the Govern
ment were going to expend money in planting 
trees on lcraser's Island, which he thought was 
a cap~ tal thing for the future of the colony, there 
were mnumerable places on the l'!Iary River and 
other parts of the colony where there were 
thousands of young cedar-trees growing in large 
scrubs. The first crop of timber had been taken 
off ; and if the Government were to proclaim 
reserves in those places, and get the Crown 
lands rangers to look after them in a very short 
time the State would be p<;ssessed of very 
valuable cedar reserves. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said there 
was a good deal now spent in preserving timber 
and protecting timber reserves ; and they would 
have to get a larger revenue from the timber 
before they could do what the hon. member 
wanted. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed, and the CH.\IlUIAX rP

pot'tecl progress. The report was adopted, and 
the CHAIRMAN obtained leave to sit again to-
nwrrow. 

ADJOliHKl\IENT. 
The PHEl\IIER moved that the Huw;e cln 

now adjourn. They pror>ooed to g-u on with the; 
Estimateb to-monow. -

:'!~, JESSOP asked the P!·emier if the Houo~> 
wuulcl sit en 2eparation Di1y; 
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The PREMIER replied that it W>LS not pro
posed, at pret~ent, to ~it on Nepartttiun ])a,y, 
and he did not think it wonld be convenient for 
hon. rnember~ to dn so. If it were, the Goverrnneut 
mmld lm prepared to accede to their desire ; but 
they did not care to do so, unless it was the 
><pecbl wish of hon. members. 

The House adjnurned at twn minutes past 
12 o'clock. 

Supplg, 




