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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
'1'/wrsrlay, 27 Novembe1·, 1884. 

Formal )lotion.- Qne.stion.- Supply- resumption of 
Committee.-Adjournment. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

FOIL\'IAL l\IO'riON. 

The Hox .• J. :YL 2\IACROSSAN (in the absence 
of .Mr. i:ltevenson) moved-

'l'hat there be lRi1l on the table of the House, all 
eorre::;powlenre relating to the seyarntion of Xo. 1 sub
division of the Hclyando Divi~ion from tlu~t divisiou, 
nnd its proclamation a~ a separ.:Lte divi~don. 

Question put and passed. 

QUESTION. 
Mr. ARCHER (in the n,bsence of Mr. More

head) asked the .:VEnister for \Vorks-
1. Whether within the la.st six weeks any petitions 

ha,ve been re(:eived by the .Y[inister for ·work~ complain
ing of the eondnct of 3Ir. Warden Lukin, and praying 
for~~ ctevartmental iU(JUiry? 

2. If snch petitions have been reeeiverl, ·whether it is 
inttmded to necede to the prayer of the petitioners? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W. 
:\files) replied-

!. Xo. 
~. A petition complaining of ·warden Lnkin's eonUnct 

was re(~eived at this offiee on the 17th ~eptemher laRt. 
It is not intended to take anv further action in the 
matter. · 

SUPPLY-HESU.NIPTIOX OF COJ\1-
:i\IITT.EK 

On the motion nf the COLONIAL TRl~A
SURER (Hon. ,J. R. DickRon), the Speaker left 
the chatr, and the Home resolve<! itself into a 
Committee of Snrt>ly. 

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRFC
TION, in moving that £11,800 be voted for l'ro
vir;ional SchoolH, saifl that the increa~e of £2.2GO 
was caused by the pm posed increase of f:10 to the 
salary of each provisional teacher. 

Question put and passed. 

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC
TIOK, in moving thu,t £2,'523 be voted for 
Grmmmw School Scholarships and Exhibitions to 
Univer•ities, said thu,t the item varied but little 
from what it was bst year. The amount voted 
for scholarships in 1884 was somewhat larger, 
but the amounts voted for exhibitions to univer
sities was precisely the same. 

Mr. SCOTT said he wished to call the atten
tion ·of the Minister for Public Instruction to 
the fact that they did not get a sufficient return 
for the money they voted for ]Jublic schools. 
There waR an innnen.se nuntber of yonng~ters 
knocking about who were not getting the benetit 
of that money, and he thought that something 
ought to be done to\vards increasing the atten~ 
dance at the schools. He had frequently eeen 
a greELt nnmher of boys who ought to be at 
school, playing the truant, the parents of 
whom, he believed, thought them to be at 
school. Something might very well be clone, as 
wrcs done in some of the other colonie.~, by the 
appointment of truant inspectors, who went 
about and found boys who were not at school. 
Adopting such a course 'vould not be going the 
length of enforcing the c01npuhory chtuses, and 
it would bring the matter more under the 
notice of the department and the parents than 
it was at present. It would tend very much 1o 
increase the attemlrmce at schools, and it was a 
great pity those boys should be growing up in 
ignorn,nce, and he might say vice, in the way 
they were. Boys who habitually kept away from 
school and deceived their parents were likely to 
turn out badly sooner or later, and it would be 
far better for the Minister to take the matter 
into consideration n,nd appoint people to go about 
not only Brisbane, but other towns, to see what 
boy.q were not attending school, and report to the 
<lepartment and the parents accordingly. 

The MINISTER FOR FGBLIO INSTRGC
TION said the subject was <li~;cussed a little last 
evening in the ~tbsence of the hon. gentleinan, 
and he then said tl1>>t he did not see his way to 
take action at present with regard to enforcing 
the compulsory clauses. The question required 
more consideration than they were able to give 
it at present. Of course the hon. gentleman was 
n,ware thu,t a great deal of expense would neces
sarily he attendant upon the establishment of 
truant inspectors. If hon. gentlemen would look 
at the figures given in the report of last year, 
they would see that there was very little to 
complain of. Considering the circumstances of 
the colony, a very large percentage of the 
children were attending school ; only 2 per 
cent. of the whole number of children in the 
colony not doing so, which was a remarkaLly 
small proportion. There were 228 schools whose 
teachers re1'0rted that there were no children 
living in the neighbourhood whose education 
was neg"lecterl. That was very satisfactory. No 
doubt there were many children in BrisbaJ"e, and 
in one or two other large to\vns, who did not go to 
school regularly ; bnt he did not think it was 
nece.ssn,ry to enforce the compulsory claust's. 
His op nion had changed during the last three 
or four years on that point. About four years 
ago he remembered saying that he thought it 
\Vas tin1e that the cmn pulsory clanReH were 
enforced, at any ru,te in Brisbane. On further 
consideration he hn,d modified his opinion in that 
respect. 
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Mr. ARCHER said it would be iu the recollec
tion of the Minister that the question of scholar
ships being made available to the denominational 
schools had been brought under his notice. They 
knew very well that there were places in 
the different parts of the colony where the 
smaller State schoti>ls were not able to enter 
boys for examination, but he thought if the 
parents of boys in denominational schools 
chose to supplement the education of their 
children by private tuition they should be 
allowed to compete for scholarships. He saw 
no reason also why those educated in private 
schools should not have a similar advantage, and 
he would like to hear from the hon. gentleman 
whether he had given any consideration to the 
matter which was brought before him some few 
weeks ago. 

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC
TION said the matter was mentioned some time 
since on a motion for adjournment, and his 
attention was particularly called to the fact 
that only children were allowed to corn pete 
for scholarships who attended the State 
schools. He promised to give the question 
his immediate attention, and the system 
had already been extended tn denominational 
schools. There would be a good many candidates 
from those schools at this year's examinations ; 
but as far as private schools were coneerned, he 
would say that the scholarships had been insti
tuted as a part of the system of State primary 
instruction. The scholarships were instituted as 
an encouragement and reward to children in the 
State schools, and he did not feel called upon 
to apply the system to private schools. It 
was not intended that rewards should be 
given to children of persons who could afford 
to pay for the education of their own children 
in grammar schools. Certainly there were many 
people sending their children to State schools 
who could well afford to send them to private 
schools; but if they could get the advantage 
of that, he did not think it was desirable that 
those who could and did pay for the private 
education of their children should take advan
tage of the scholarships. That was the way it 
struck him at present, and he did not think he 
was likely to alter his opinion in that respect. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said, was the Secretary 
for Public Instruction frightened at the pro
position? If the system of public education 
was perfect, and if the State paid so much 
for it, he should not be afraid of the com
petition of the children of those parents who paid 
for education. In fact, it would be a very good 
test of the system to aJlow private schools to 
compete with the State schools, and he did not 
think anything of the argument of the hon. 
gentleman that those children should not be 
admitted to competition for scholarships bec>tuse 
they were educated at the cost of the individual. 
He thought that was an extra reason why such a 
privilege should be given to those who were 
educated in private schools, and the hon. 
gentleman would see that his argument was 
utterly illogical. He hoped those children who 
were educated at the cost of their parents would 
be allowed to compete in the open market with 
those educated at the cost of the State. 

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC
TION said, so far as the competition went, the 
result of the examination of the grammfl.r schools 
svery year showed th!'lt those who held State 
sohoo) sohola!'ships comprised more than 50 per 
cent. of the pri~e-tak.!"ir9. n was, therefore, not 
a q nestjon of o.1mpet!tion 111; a,ll. The system 
was not inNtituted for the pnrpose of aHowing 
those w hu could afford to 1 my for &dUG+>tion to 
obtain :o:;econdary fl'E·e Htlncation for theh• ohil .. 
dr~n. It >m~ in,tit,JtPrl orig·inally by the litt,, 

Board of Education about fifteen years ago, and 
it was intended to apply only to those attending 
State schools. Otherwise he did not believe in 
giving free instruction in the secondary schools, 
except in exceptional cases, and as a reward to 
children of special ability. 

Mr. ARCHER said they had voted extra 
salaries for more inspectors ; would they now be 
able to inspect all denominational schools? 

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC
TION said the present arrangement was that all 
denominational schools in the dioceses of Brisbane 
and Rnckhampton were inspected. The services 
of the inspectors had been placed at the disposal 
of the heads of the church in those dioceses for the 
inspection of schools if desired; with the addi
tional number of inspectors it would be possible 
to inspect all the schools. 

Mr. ARCHER said next year the hon. gentle
man was prepared to put denominational ;chools 
on the same footing as State schools? 

'rhe MINISTER FOE PUBLIC IXSTHUC
TION: It has already been clone. Competition 
would be open to all those schools this year. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said the hon. member had 
rather contradicted himself. He said he was not 
in favour of the higher primary education. The 
country had been bound, unfortunately, some 
years ago to the present system, and they 
had to deal now with secondary educa
tion. He thought, with regard to those prizes, 
that they should be open to all corners. 'rhere 
were two classes of children-those educated at 
the expense of the State, and those educated at 
the expense of their parents ; and why the two 
classes should not come into competition he 
could not see. The prizes should not, at any 
rate, be set apart solely for those who were 
educated up to a certain point on the primary 
system at the expense of the State ; and if the 
two claoses were to compete they would soon 
see which was the better system of education. 
He certainly thought, and he believed the mem
bers of the Committee would agree with him, 
that it would be more beneficial to the State 
that such a state of affairs should exist, so that 
they might really have some public test as to 
which system of education was the best. There 
was no doubt that those educated in State schools 
would be at an advantage owing to the very 
much larger number. At all events, he thought 
the thing should be tried. He did not see why 
,John Smith and William Brown, who possibly 
were in equ>tl circumstances-if one went to a 
State school, and the other tn a private school
should not both be allowed to compete for the 
prizes offered by the State. He thought it was 
unfair to private schools and private individuals 
that those prizes were not allowed to be competed 
for by their children. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said he agreed 
with the Minister for Public Instruction in say
ing that secondary education should not be free, 
unless in exceptional case,. There was hope for 
the hon. gentleman ; and he hoped that in a few 
years the hon. gentleman would be as far 
adY~tnced as many hon. members in that 
Committee were. But the hnn. gentleman's 
argument was unreasonable. He said that the 
prizes in the grammar schools were intende<l 
for the children in State schools whose ]Jarents 
could not give them secondary education. That 
would be a good argument if it were a correct 
one so far as actually conoerned the education 
of children in private schools. But what were 
the facts? All private schools, except the 
Catholic schools, had b@811 driven out of the 
ed11cation market by the Act. As a rule, nineteen 
out of every twenty well-to-do people in the 
colony sent theh· children to State schools, so that 
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really the argument fell to the ground. It would 
only be made to apply to Catholic sclDols. He 
Ji(l not believe in secondary education being given 
unless it was made to apply in all cases. The whole 
colony had to bear the taxation w hi eh kept the 
system np; and as they could not without a very 
inquisitorial ,ystem select those people who were 
well able to educate their chilelren from those 
\\·ho were not, he thought it was only reasonable 
that the prizes shoulrl be thrown open to all, no 
matter whether they cn,me from Catholic or 
private schoolH. To that extent he disagreed 
with the hon. gentlen1an. There was another 
nmtter which croppecl up last night which 
seemed not to have come under the notice 
of the hon. gentlenmn before. 'l'hat was that 
children in private t:;Chools going in for pupil 
teacher/:\ were obliged to nbta .. in GO per cent., 
im;tead of 7>0 per cent. obtained hy others. The 
hem. gentleman said he had never heard of that 
hefore, and had not had time to consider it. 
lbd the hem. gentleman seen the Under Secre
trLry of EdnctLtion since, and if so, could he come 
to rLny decision on the mtLtter? It was one that 
did not require lL great am,mnt of thought to 
arrive at a decision, especially as he believeel the 
hon. gentlmna.n was getting Hl0l'8 liberal as he 
~;rew older. 

The .:\II~ISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTHUC
TlOX said he was g-lad to find the h<m. gentle
man thought so. He h1cd not had time to con
sider the r1uestion, nor had he had time to go to 
the Education Otfice thtLt day. He was desirous of 
ascertaining the reason for the introduction of a 
change in the interpretation of the regulation 
from what it was intended to mean. It was 
only fair that he should do that before he came 
to a conchu;ion. 

Question put and passed. 
The l\II~ISTJU~ FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC

TIOl\ moved that £GOO be granted in aid of 
Technical Education at the Brisbane School of 
Arts. 

1\Ir. BLACK said he had opposed that vote on 
a previous occasion, on the ground that it seemed 
to be merely an additional subsidy to the 
School of Arts ; but he had looked through 
the report fl1rnished this year in connec
tion with the technical chsses, and he was 
glad to see that the results appeared to be 
1nore ennnnraging than he had anticipated. 
The simple returns furnished last year did not 
le>cd to the hope that the results would be en
couraging ; but he was glaU to know now that 
some reasonable results had been arrived at. 
The average attendance at the different classes was 
114, >cncl, what he thought was more encoumging, 
the sub,;criptions from the public amounted to 
£370, and the fees P"id by the students, £2G7 
18s. Gel., making together £64G 18.s. Gd., which 
was slightly more than the Government gmnt. 
J le thnnght it would be, on the whole, more satis
factory, as the Technical College >cppeared to be 
nothing more than a branch of the School of 
Arts, if the contributions from the public and 
the fees from students annually were added 
together, and the Government aid given in the 
usual way at the rate of pound for pound. Th>~t 
would make the vote look less local and invidi
ous; otherwise the Gov-ernrnent 1night be asked 
to extend the s.1me principle to other districts, 
which would not he a good plan. 

The 1\HXIST:ER FOR PUBLIC IKSTHUC
TIOX said there was a good de>cl in wh>ct the 
hon. gentleman said. At present, however, the 
in~titntion Wf\JS only in an initiatory stage; it 
would be noticed that £1,700 had been spent for 
building; and he understood that "promise had 
been lnade by his predecess<>r th>ct the £GOO 
Nhm:lld be voted anmmlly, for some time at any 
rate, \Vhen the institlltioll was e~tithli.,herl on 

a permanent footing, the phn suggested by the 
hon. member would prob>cbly be better-that the 
amount paid by the Government should depend 
upon the amount received from other sources. 

Question put and p>cssed. 
The :YIINISTER l<'OR PUBLIC INSTRUC

TION, in moving that a sum of £13,076 be 
granted for Orph>cnages, s>cid that there w>cs not 
much change in the vote. There was an additional 
clerk at £100. The Inspector of Orphanages, it 
would be seen, w>cs down for £3CO. \Vhen the 
J~stimates were framed th>ct office was filled by 
Dr. \Vray, who was also Health Officer at 
Brisbane.' He was nn longer Inspector of 
Orph>cn>cges, and it had been found necessary to 
appoint a separate otficer who would devote all 
his time to the duties, and give him "salary of 
£400, which was by no me>cns excessive. ]\fore
over, the duties would be very largely increased 
by the fact that the children boarded out from 
St. Vincent's Orphanage would in future he 
inspected in the same manner as those from the 
other institutions. A great number of children 
were now bo>crded out, and, as far as he h>cd been 
able to ascertain, the system was working ex
tremely well. Great care was taken in the selec
tion of the persons to whom the children were 
sent; they were impected periodic>clly; and the 
mortality was extremely low indeed. The 
vote for the Infants' Home was very light; the 
children in that institution were to a very gre>ct 
extent the children of inmates of the Female 
llefuge, which was presided over by Mrs. Drew, 
and lately very few children had been 
sent there, as other arrangements had been 
m>cde. \Vhether it would prove to be merely a 
temporary cessation in the sending of children 
there, or whether it would be discontinued 
altogether, he did not know. The vote for the 
l\Iackay Orphan>cge had been incre:csed because 
of the larger number of children there. It re
ceived orphans, not only froml\lackay, but from 
all the northern part of the colony-from Rock
h>Lllll'ton to the extreme north. It was a Roman 
C>ctholic orphanage for the north of the colony. 

Mr. BLACK said that, although the Maclmy 
Orphanage was undoubtedly superintended by 
the Si,ters of :Mercy, he was glad to say 
it was an orphanage open to children of all 
denomination><. He had every reason to be
lieve that no children had ever been refused 
admission on a.ccount of the religion of their 
parents. He should he very sorry to think that 
any orphanage in the colony was conducted on 
such sectarian principles that religion would have 
anything to do with the admission of the children. 
He wonld like to ask the Minister whether there 
was any system in reg»rd to the contributions 
which were supposed to be made by parents or 
gu>crdians who were able to pay at >cl!; because he 
noticed there was a very considerable difference 
in the receipts. On page 43 of the report of the 
Minister for P>.Jblic Instruction, under the 
heading of " Private contributions from 
parents, gu>crdians, etc., paid to consolidated 
reverme," he noticed that the amounts contri
buted to all the Southern orph>cnages was pro
portionately much less than the amounts received 
in the ="orth. The Government aid to the 
Diamantina Orphanage w>cs £3,945, and the 
private contributions >~mounted to £529, about 
one-eighth; Infants' Home, Brisbane-Govern
ment aid £234, private contributions £32, also 
"bout one-eighth; Nudgee-Government aid 
£3,408, private contributions £436, one-eighth 
again ; in ltockh>cmpton there was a terrible 
falling-off-Government >cid £1,339, and priv>cte 
contributions only £87 1.~s. lld., one-sixteenth of 
the whole; in l\hck>cy there w>cs £849 Gm·em
ment >cid, and £153 private contributions. about 
one·sixth ; n.t Townsville therft w~t~ t]-,e "lllltl 
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proportion-£():)0 Government rtid, and £147 
private contributions. He wouli! like to know 
whether there was any fixed scale in connection 
with the item, or whether it was left very much 
to the voluntary contributions of parents or 
guardin,ns? 

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC
TION said that the Mackay Orphanage was a 
Roman Catholic institution, licensed under the 
Orphamtges Act, just as much as the St. Vincent 
Orphanage was a Roman Catholic orphrtnage. 
He had no doubt that other children than 
Roman Catholics would be received there, or at 
any other orphanage; but, as a matter of fact, 
it was recognised as a Roman Catholic orphan
age. As to making the parents pay for their 
children in the orphanage~, that 'vas a very 
important part of the businei's of the inspector. 
He devoted a great deal of his time to that duty, 
and it recjnired :t considerable nmount of discre
tion. A great many cases came under his own 
notice where pressure was brought to bear on 
parents who could pay, though no actunl penal 
steps were taken without his sanction. 

Mr. ARCHEit asked if the inspector had any 
other duties to perform ? · 

The JYII::"JISTER .FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC
TION said that that was a very important part 
of the work of the Inspector of Orphanages. 
Among his other duties was to report on all 
applications for admission to the orphanages. 
All the orphans had to come under his in
spection; he had to deal with all appli
cations to board the children out, or to hire 
them out; he had to repmt on them and 
the suitability of the persons so applying; to 
inspect all the children when bo:wded and hired 
out ; and periodically inspect the orphan~ges 
themselves, and to take all the steps that coulcl 
be taken to see that contributions were made by 
parents or guardians, and to get undertakings 
from the parents before admission that they 
woulLl pay those contributions. Tl1o'e were 
some of the duties of the Inspector of Orphanages. 

Mr. ARCHER said that the hon. gentleman 
must have misunderstood him. He knew quite 
well what the duties of the Inspector of Orphan
ages were. But what he wished to ascertain was 
if the Inspector of Orphanages now appointed 
had anything else to do besides his work as 
Inspector of Orphanages, or if he was to be 
confined entirely to that work ; because Dr. 
vVmy had had other duties to perform as well as 
those of Inspector of Orphanages. 

TheMINISTJm FUR PeBLIC INSTRUC
TION said that the present Inspector had no 
other duties to perform except as secretary to 
the Medical Board, which po8ition he had held 
for a great many years. 

Mr. ARCHER asked how the new orphanage 
at Townsville was getting on? The last time he 
was there, he fonnd it was most necessary to 
have it finished as soon as possible. 

The MINISTJm FOR PUBLIC IN'STRUC
TION said the contract had been let some time 
ago, but he did not know what progress had been 
made with it. 

Mr. ARCHEU said he knew it was very 
much wanted. 

The MIKISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC
'fiON: Very badly indeed. 

Mr. BLACK said he would like to ask the 
Minister for Public Instruction if there was any 
particular cause to be assigned for the apparently 
excessive mortality at the N uclgee Orphanage 
during the past twelve months. At page 43 of 
the report it was stated that in the Diamantina 
Orphanage only 4 died; in the Infants' Home, 

!l ; he supposed infants were more linhlo to 
disease or sickness than older children. At 
Nuclgee the mortality was :m high as 12; at 
Jlnckhampton, 1 ; 1tt 1\Iackay, 2; and at Towns
ville, l. :He had no doubt that some reason 
n1ight be ast-dgned for it. 

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC IXSTRUC
TION' said that the inspector reported that the 
death-rate was low, and so he (the JYiinistcr 
for Public Instruction} thought. It was much 
lower than the mortality of children outside the 
orphmutges; althongb the rate 'vas not so extra
ordimtrily low at N' udgee as in some of the other 
orphanages. "What Dr. \Yray said was-

" 'rhe chHclren suffered from an epidemic of measles 
of a mild form during the winter. 'I' he gt,ncral health 
for the year has been good aml the tleatll-rate low." 

Mr. SCOTT asked how many children wore 
boarded out fr,ml the Diamantina Orphanage 
or St. Vincent's Orphanage? 

The1HNISTER J<'OR PUBLIC INSTRUC
TION said he could not give the number at the 
present time, but the number at the end of last 
year was given in the report. The number of 
children boarded out from Diamantina Orphan
age was 120, and hired out !l4. There wer.e no 
children boarded ont from Xndgee at that tune, 
but 112 were hired out. 

Mr. FI<iRGUSON said there was one matter 
in connection with the orphanages which he 
wished to bring before the Committee in regard 
to the Rockharnvton Orphanrtge, which had 
been 1nanaged by trustees since its forrna~~on 
-at all e1·ents for ten or fifteen years. Ihe 
trustees, for smne reason, resigned about tweh'e 
months ago. \\ hilst they were trustees of the 
orphanage they had acted a.s trustees for some of 
the inmates, and in that capacity had deposited 
snn1s of 1noney in the saving:;; banks for smne ()f 
the orphans who had been receiving that money 
from relations. He wished to allude to a parti
cular case-that of a girl named Sarah Bdl. 
\Vhen that girl came to the ag·e for her to leave the 
orphanage she was hired out to service, and she 
hrmded over her earnings to her trustees to be do
posited by them to her credit in the savings hank a01 
usuctl. Of course she was then altogether out of 
the control of the manager of the orplmnage. 
Fresh j:rustees had been appointed on the resig
nation of the old ones, and the gid asked her 
trustees to withdraw her money from the hank. 
Her trustees made, of course, the usual ai•!Jli
cation and signed the usual form, but the money 
was refused by the Colonial Treasurer, who gave 
as his reason that the money could only be 
withdrawn by the newly elected superintendent 
of the orphanage. {)f course, the original 
trustees considered that the Government had no 
control whatever over the money of that girl 
when she was away from the orphanage, am! they 
were acting as her trustee'S. 

The MIKISTJ~H FOR PUBLIC I::"JSTRUC
TION: That has been made right. 

Mr. l<'ERGFSOX ,,aid it could only have 
been htely. At rtny rate caee~ of that kind 
might happen again, and he wanted to know 
how they would be dettlt with ? 

The MI:\'"ISTEH :FOR PUBLIC IN'STRUC. 
TIUN said a change had take place in the 
nmnaging cornrnittee of the llockha1npton 
Orphanage; he need not explain the rea'<m why 
the old committee resigned. Bnt when they did 
re~ign and ceased to aet in the capacity of 
n1anagers, all account~ f:;tanding in their nttnle 
were transferred to their ::-:uccessor,s in offic(~. 
\Vhen an application w:ts rnacle to the .~;tving>l 
l1ank for the money belonging to this girl, JYlr. 
Cribb objected to sig-n the necoss:.1·y notice. As 
soon as that came to his notice he ga\'e :Mr. Cl'ibb 



Supply, [27 NonarBER.] 1609 

i nHtructions to do so, anrl he presumed they 
hn,cl been n,ttcncled to. As far n,s he could see, 
a caRe of that kind was not likely to occur again. 

:Mr. SCOTT said he understood tlmt the age 
at which children left the orphanage, or got out 
of the control of the authorities, was sixteen? 

The MINISTER FOR PuBLIC INSTRUO
TIO~: Yes. 

Mr. SOOTT s:1irl thn,t he :1nd many others 
thought that that age, :1s br n,s girls were con
cerned,was too low. A. girlleavingan orphan::tg~3 
at that age was hn,rdly fit to take cn,re of herself, 
and it would be better if some supervision could 
he kept over them until they were• perhaps two 
or three years older. 

The MINISTER FOH PTJDLIC IXS'.CRUC
TIO~ said the ~uestion was one which hurl 
frequently occupied his attention, but it was a 
very difficult one to deal vvith. Huppm;;ing a gid 
of eighteen was nmninaJly under the l·mperdsion 
of the Department of Public Instruction, what 
ren.l superYision could they exercixe over her? 
The only thmg they eonld do would be to pre
vent her taking her money out of the Savings 
Bank. They could not keep the girl shnt up, 
and he did not see how any other actual super
vision could be exercised. The question was full 
of difficulties. 

Mr. BEATTIE said he should like to know 
whether the bo:1rding-out system had been 
carried out as satisfactorily as the :Minister 
could wish. A case which seemed to involve 
some hardship had lately lJeen brought nnder his 
notice, and it seemed to reflect upon the officer 
in charge of the institution, who no doubt had 
a great deal to do, and a grea,t deu.l to put up 
with. A respectable tradesman came out to the 
c"lony, and he had the misfortune to lose his 
wife soon after his arrh .:tl. As he could not 
afford to engage anyone to look after his young 
children, he applied to h:1ve them admitted into 
the orphanag-e, he, of course, agreeing to pay 
f·Jr their keep. One or two of the children were 
hirer! out, and the father, anxiou~ that their 
affections should not be altogether alienated from 
him, applieLl to the inspector for permission to 
visit them occasionally. Accorrling to the man's 
story the inspector treated him very curtly, 
and would not even tell him where the children 
were, Haying that it was against the regulations 
to do so. No doubt in some cases that was 
very desir:1ble, but there might happen other 
cases --and that to which he referred was 
one of them- where so hard-and-fast a rule 
should he reln,xed. He advised the man to 
make a second application to the inspector, and 
his reply was that he would not risk receiving· 
simibr treatment :1 second time. The man h:1d 
nothing to say :1gainst the department ; he w:1s 
grateful to the country for assisting him by look
ing after his young children, but he was annoyed 
and hurt at the m:1nner in which he lmd been 
spoken to and treated by the inspector, and would 
have taken his chilrlren away had he been able 
to do so. vVhat he (Mr. Beattie) wanted to know 
was, if it was not possible, in cases like the one 
he hn,cl mentioned, to relax that hard-lmd-fast 
rule, so that :1 parent might viBit his children 
periodically, and that their :1ffections might not 
become altogether alienatec1 from him ? 

The JVIINIST:ER FOR PUBLIC INSTHUO
TION said there was no hard-and-f:1st rule 
observed in those matters. There were many 
cases, :1s hon. members would :1dmit, where it 
was nut desimble that parents should know the 
whereabouts of their children. In other caf<es 
there could be no objection, lmd the inform:1tion 
was given. Discretion \Va~ exercised in every 
case. The officer referred to might sometimes be 

bru;,~ne in his manner-n,ncl thn,t was n,ll that the 
comvlaint muonnted to-bnt he wrv-; a very kind~ 
hearted man after :1ll. 

1\Ir. BLACK saicl the Inspector of Orphanages, 
whn wa::; nhm Health Officer :tt Brisba,ne, conld, 
of conrse, only inspect the orphan::tge.s in the 
South--

The MI::\ISTEJC FOR PUBLIC I~STRUC
TIOK: I have exphtined that that arrangement 
ic lLltered. 

l\Ir. BLACK said he asked the hon. gentle
rrwn·s pardon for not nnrlen;tancliug the nnture 
of the ne\V arra.ngernents, and sin1]Jly \ViRhed to 
know \vhether thot:le arrangenwnt::; would enable 
the officer to inspect the orphanage> in the 
northern portion of the colony. 

'l'he JVIIXISTJUt VOR P CBL 1C IXSTHUC
TIOK >mirl it waN intend er! that the ofticer should 
inspect o.!l orphan:1ges. They wore inspected 
last year by another officer in the department, 
but under the new anangemenb the present 
inspector would inspect them n,ll. 

Question put and passed. 

The MIXTSTER lCOR YCBLIC I::\STRUC
'l'IOX moved that £4~~ be granted for the Deaf, 
Dumh, and Blind Jnstitution. It had been the 
practice for 1nany yenrH to rnake a grant of £37:J 
to the institution in Kew Sonth \Valb on 
account of the children sent thitherfrom Queens
bnrl : and there was an additional snm of £80 
for a blinrl instructor. There were a great 
nnmher of blind people in the colony-a much 
larger nun1ber than was generally supposed; and 
it was thought that the Govern1nent rnight con 
tribute Hmuething towards their instructi011. 
\Vh,>t form th;ct instruction should take had not 
yet been fixed npon, bnt no separate institution 
would be required, as inK ew South \V ales, and 
it wus not proposed to confine it to one place. 

]\[r. BEATTIE said he thought the vote would 
receive a gre:1t deal of sympathy, ttlld would 
h;tve the cordial consent of the Committee. 
There was one item hR would refer to, and that 
was the vote for the blind instructor. He was 
sure the majority of hon. members must have 
read the report of :Yir. 'l'ighe and been pleased 
to hear of the kind of work he had been doing in 
travelling- from place to place. He w:1s glad to 
s:1y that the public generally had taken some 
interest in the matter, nnd had been very 
ready to give assistm10e to that gentleman to 
carry out the objects he had in view, in givi11g 
instnrction to those who were suffering from the 
gre:1t affliction of blindness. It struck him th;Lt 
£RO a year was a very sruall salary to give. 

'.Che JVII:\'ISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC
TION : It is not a salary; it is assistance. 

Mr. BEATTIE sn,id Mr. 'righe received con
tributions from the public also ; and, seeing th:1t 
they were contributing to the New South \V :1les 
institution, it woulrl not be much of an increa,.;c 
if they gave Mr. Tighe £100. He trusted the 
JVfinister would take the matter into considem
tion. £100 a year wn,s not very much to enahle 
:Yfr. 'l'ighe to make excursions to the inland 
towns. Re had been almost :1!1 over the colony, 
and had rendered good service. 

Mr. S:\1YTH said he harl come in contact wilh 
JVIr. Tighe a g-reat deal, and knew the work he 
had been doing. At present he was visiting all 
the blind people he could fin<l in Brisbane and 
the suburbs. It was well known th:1t blind 
people as :1 rule were not able to pay for their own 
instruction, and :Yfr. 'l'ighe h:1d had to depend 
upon the charity of ·the ]!uhlic. It would be far 
better if the Government would pay him a salary 
of about J:1~0 a yenr, '"" then he wnulcl not be 
dependent npon subscriptions. \Vhen contribn-
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tions were made the tax generally fell upon a few 
charitable people, whereas if the money were 
paid by the State it would fall upon all people 
alike. He met :iYir. Tighe la~;t Saturday, as he 
\Vas on his 'vay to the DimnantinfL Orphanage 
to instruct a Llind child there. He thmwht his 
servilcts dP"'ierved £120 a year, and he thought 
the State could well afford it. 

Mr. ALA::\'D said no one could doubt that 
JVIr. Tighe was worth £120 tt yertr ; but he 
thought the <]nestion was this: should they fine! 
that money for :Vir. Tighe, or should the public 
~lo so? The Government had acted ,·ery liberally 
m meeting- the public in the matter and in 
placing a Buln upon the J~stinutteK ; but it was u 
IniKtake to enconrage the public to believe that 
all thme charities were to he paid out of the public 
fu:>d~. He had contributed to l\Ir. Tighe's 
Inis:-;Hm, :.tnd wa;.; sure that every bnn. Il18Inber 
would do the same. It would be a g-reat mistake 
to make his full support a chat~ge upon the 
country. 

Mr. MOREJ-LEAD said he thought they 
ought to know a little more tebout the rrmtter 
from the ::\Iinister for Public [nstruction. \Vlmt 
]'lace had Mr. 'righe for teteching the blind, and 
what was his nwde of vrocedure, so fm· ns 
tPaclJing was concernetl? Iiow \Vere the blinJ 
brmtght iHto contact with hiln ~ 

Mr. S.:VIY'l'H : He vi"it,; them. 
2\Ir.l\IOREHEAD said he had" gretet temount 

of doubt as regarded the value of itinerant 
teachers. It would be far better to incrense the 
vote for tbe Deaf, Dumb, tencl Blind Aeylnm at 
Sydney. Although that looked as if it were the 
fnll amount contributed to the institution by 
(~ueensbnd, he thought hon. g-entlemen woulcl 
bear him out when he said tlmt tc considerable 
sum was contributed here Ly private individuals. 
Therefore that sum was only a grtent in teid of 
what wtes given by the public generally. He did 
not wish people to think he objected to the vote; 
if it were five times '" much he wc.uld offer no 
opposition. He merely wished to know in whtet 
way lVIr. Tighe came into contact with the 
people he tteught. He had known blind men who 
h:td been the greatest rogues and impostors he 
harl ever seen, and he \Vonld like to know npnn 
whatreconnnenclation ::\Ir. Tighc hted received that 
appointluent. ~o far as the aruonnt of n1one17 

voted was concerned, he would not object if it 
were double or treble or ctuaclruple wlmt it was, 
and he would be quite willing to give a contribu
tion himself to such a benevolent "'w;;e. 

The MINISTER I<'OR PUBLIC I:NSTRUO
TIOJ\" sairl he understood thtet the teacher 
visited the blind in the different parts of the 
colony as an itinerant teachm. The only other 
way would be to bring the blind to him, which 
would involve the establishment of a blind 
institution, which they did not propme to do 
:tt present, certainly. A blind institution was 
good for children, a great 1nany of whom \vere 
sent to the institution nt Sydney. There were 
several adults who were here who could be, 
nevertheless, ma<le much more useful to the 
colony, and a great deal of good ndght Le doue 
in that way by Mr. Tighe. Mr. Tighe cteme to 
hiln \Vith recmnrnendatinns which were r;atis
factnry, and he hted no doubt as to his tebility 
or character. 

Mr. MOHEHEAD said he did not think the hon. 
g-entleman lmd altogether touched upon the point 
he had mised, which was t-hat he did not think any 
perceptible goo<l could be done by an itinerant 
teacher, ospecitelly to the blind who were not 
children. He had some knowledge of the blind 
himself, u,ncl knew that it took a considerable 
time to teach even children; bnt it took a gretet 
deal more tu ts:wh a gT(JWn person, who had 

either lost his sight at a comparatively advanced 
,tge or had been blind from childhood to the time 
the teacher lmd to deal with him. Te>tching the 
blind was " matter that necessitated the spend
ing of a great aanonnt of tinw with each indivi
dual ; therefore, if Mr. Tighe had to go from 
house to house, his teaching would have no 
tepprecial>le effect, and it would be much better 
to teugment the vote for the New South "\Vales 
institution than to pursue such a useless mode of 
cle<tling with thOi;e te!Hicted people. 

l\Ir. S:VIYTH said there were a grettt many 
blind people in Queensland living with their 
]Ja1·ents, and othel'S wlw 'vere not, and upon 
whom it would be very hard to hteve to go to 
]\" ew South "\V ales. .Mr. Tighe taught those 
people to be very lmeful in nmking halters, 
lm~ketf.\, cane chair;.;, and other things, and 1nany 
of them were able to earn their own living. It 
would be "great hardship if Mr. Tig-he had to 
<lepen<l on the charity of the public for support. 

l\Ir. l<'OOTE said he wished to ask a questwn, 
which shoulcl luwe been put last nig-ht, but he 
left the House before 11 o'clock. He wished 
to know from the :Minister for l'ublic Instruc
tion whether it wtes usual that a sum of 
money should be granted from the amount votecl 
lJy the House to chteirmen of <:ramrnar schools. 
\Vas it m-mal that the cmnmittee of a grmrnr1ar 
school should vote a sum of money to the chair· 
1nan for his servicel--J? 

The J\IIC{ISTJm FUR PUBLIC I::\'STRUO
TIUN: Out of public funds? 

Mr. FOOTE: Yes. It hted been clone, and 
that was the reteson why he tesked if it was a 
proper thing. He could rely on the source of his 
information, and he h>td been told thtet £100 was 
voted by trustees of a certain grammar school 
to " certain gentleman who wa§ the chairman of 
the committee. Had the Government ever 
heterrl of such "thing taking pbce? 

The MINISTER ]'OR PUBLIC INS'l'RlTO. 
TION steid the hon. gentleman asked if such a 
thing was usutel. He trusted it was not. If the 
h<m. member asked if it was legal, he should tell 
him certainly not. It wtes" misteppropritetion of 
funds on the ptert of trustees to tteke trust 
moneys for themselves, and they would be 
indi vidmtlly liable to reptey the money. He had 
never had such " case brought under his notice. 

Mr. FOOTE steicl he would not mention the 
name of the party, but he could tell the hon. 
gentleman that such things hted taken place. 

Mr. MOREHBAD steicl when such a charg-e 
was made the name ought to be made public. 
The gentleman who committed such an illegal 
and dishonest act should be made known. 

Mr. FOOTJ<~ steid he brought the matter for
\vard with a view that it rnight not occnr again. 
The recipient of the money had since died. 

Mr. MO HE HEAD: In consequence of receiv
ing it? 

Mr. ALAJ'\D said he would like to know 
whether the Government undertook to send the 
blind children of pm·ents who could not afford 
thB expense, down to Sydney? 

The MINISTER FOitPUBLIO INSTRUO
TIOl\ said he did not know of teny case in 
which the passage to Sydney had been pteid. 
As to the maintenance of children, the con
tribution made was £14 a year for maintenance, 
and £6 a year for clothing-. That was the 
amount pteid by the Government. In a good 
umny instances the 11monnt was repaid by the 
parents. 

Mr. MAOFARLANE asked what number of 
children were ~ent down to the Deaf aml Dnmb 
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Instltutwn in Sydney. He thought the time 
had almost come when they could look 
after their own blind people in Queensland 
without sencling them away at all. It stnlGk 
him that that £4ii5, with the amount raised 
in the colony, would go a long way towards 
providing an institution in Queensland to 
tertch their own blind. He was quite aware 
that the New South \Vales Deaf and Dumb 
Institution published the amount received 
from Queensland every year ; and he thought an 
institution could be erected here by connecting 
it with the Diamantina Orphanag·e. It would 
necessitate no new building", and no additional 
medical attendance, and Mr. Tighe could teach 
the boys and girls who required educating. An 
hon. member referred to the fact that JI/Ir. Tighe 
taught various handicrafts, and that could be 
easily undertaken in the Diamantina Orphanage. 
It would have this advantage: that people who 
had their children or friends would be much 
nearer to them and would be in a position to see 
them now and again, and the children could go 
home occasionally. Altogether it was worth 
consideration, n,nd he thre\V out the suggestion in 
order that the Minister for Public Instruction 
might consider it. 

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC IXSTRUn
TION said he did not think the time had arrived 
for such a thing, and he thought they might 
for the present take ad vantage of the Sydney 
institution. The total number in the institu
tion from Queensland at the end of last year 
was eighteen, and he thought there was no 
justification for starting an asylum here for 
that number of children. Out of those eighteen 
the parents of three contributed to the sup
port of their children. An institution of the 
sort mentioned involved a great amount of 
expense, as special and competent tmined 
teachers were required. 

Jliir. MOREH:E~AD said he quite agreed with 
what had fallen from the hon. gentleman. They 
had in Sydney one of the finest institutions of 
its kind in the Southern Hemisphere, which was 
quite sufficient for all requirements for some 
time to come. New South \Vales behaved very 
well to them in the matter, and they might still 
continue to use that institution at a compara
tively small cost. 

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC
TH1N said he ought to have mentioned that, out 
of the number in the Sydney institution from 
Queensland, sixteen were deaf and dumb, and 
only two blind. 

Mr. JliiOREHEAD : I wish some of the mem
bers of this House were deaf and dumb. 

Question put and passed. 

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC INSTRUC
TION moved that £2,508 be granted for salaries 
and contingencies for the :Museum, which, he 
said, was now under the Education Department. 
The increttses were £150 for an assistant curator, 
and £200 for a geological collector, who was an 
extremely competent man, and doing very good 
work. The salary of the assistant was put down 
as recommended, but since then the trustees 
had recommended an increased salary. Had it 
been recommended Lefore the J<~stimates were 
framed, he would have acceded to it. There was 
also an increase of £300 in contingenci8s. 

Mr. A RC HER said he was glad to hear that 
the hon. gentleman proposed to raise the salary 
of the assistant, who was probably as competent 
a man as there was in the country for that wodc. 
Ha<! it ever struck the hon. gentleman that the 
Museum building was most unfit for that pur
p()s<J? The intt,rnal arrang-ements were qnite 

painful to look at, although he admitted that 
the manner in which the exhibits were displayed 
had been improved. 

The JliiiNISTJm FOR PFI3LIC IKSTRUC
TION said he was quite aware that the building 
was not suitable ; but the hon. member seemed 
to have forgotten that there was a sum of £40,000 
on the Loan Estimates to provide a public 
library and museum. 

Mr. ARCHER said he thought a museum 
building should be on such a plan that it could 
be conveniently extended every ten or twelve 
years. 

Mr. MOREHEADsaidhewasperfectlycertain 
that the hon. member" tts aware that there was a 
sum on the Loan ]~stimates for a library and 
museum. \Vhat he (Mr. :Morehe<tfl) expected to 
hear from the :Minister for Public Instruction 
when he moved the vote was where the museum 
was to be situated, and what style of a Luild
ing it was to be. He agreed with every 
word that fell from the hon. member fur I3lackall 
with regard to the unfitness of the present 
:Museum building. A more wretched abortion 
of a building was never evolved, even from the 
brain of :1 Stanley. It was almost as bad as the 
Port Office, about which the hon. member for 
Fortitude V alley knew something. He was glad 
to hear that something was to be done towards 
getting a new 1nnseu1n building, and he certainly 
hoped some hon. members of that Committee 
would be preserved in it. 

::VIr. XORTON said he would ask the Minister 
for Public Instruction whether it had been 
suggested to him that, in the event of a new 
museum being built, the present building might 
be used for a public library. The suggestion had 
been made outside. 

The MINISTER FOR Pl'BLICINSTRUC
TION said he knew that such a suggestion had 
been made, but the Government had not con
sidered it. He did not know anything about it 
himself, and could not express an opinion on it; 
but he would endeavour to make himself 
acquainted with it. 

Mr. P AL::V1ER said he was quite sure the time 
had arrived when Brisbane should make a start 
with a free public library. It was a disgrace to 
such a city not to have made even the smallest 
attempt to get such a library. They had set the 
example in Sydney, where there was notmt!y a free 
public library, but a free public lending library. 
He used to a.ttend both, and he knew, from the 
attendance, and from the fact that a vote was 
placed on the Estimates for their extension, that 
they were very well patronised-so much so that 
the premises had to be extended year by year 
in order to provide for additional books. At 
Toronto, also, with "' population of between 
80,000 and 85,000, the Canadian Parliament 
voted £3,200 a year for three years, and then 
afterwards gave an annual sum of £0,000 towards 
a free public library. He was sure the want of 
such an institution was very much felt in Bris
bane. 

Mr. NOR TON said it ought to be remembered 
that there was a good library in connection with 
the School of Arts. The effect of starting a free 
public library in Sydney had been to greatly 
injure the School of ~'nts there; :1nd the same 
result would be seen in Brisbane; in fact, he 
believed the effect of starting a free public 
library here would be to shut up the School 
of Arts altogether. 

Mr. MELLOR said he thought the salary of 
£200 for the Geological Collector was inadequate 
for a good man, and he believed the officer at 
present holding thP appointment wa~ a g-ond 
man. 
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1\fr. NORTON s;cid he h;cd intended to s;cv 
something :1bout that matter, but wns waiting tifl 
they cmne to the item of School of J\'Iines in the 
\Vnrks Department. He understoorl that the 
people of Gym pie were very anxiom; to get the 
present Geolo~·ic>el Collector to stay and take 
charge of thr School of Mines there. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL TREASlJJlER (Hon .• T. 

R,. Dicksou) moved that a sum of £~,:l88 be 
grn.nted for the Treasury, Stamp Office, rtml 
printing ancl engra.ving nlttps nncl KecnriUe~. 
r:rhcre \vas an incrense in the total sn1n of -8~:30, 
of which £14i5 ha<l been di,;tributed amon~·st five 
junior officer~ iu the ~rren,snrY. There w8t·e four 
incren,~es of £2:--> each to jri'nior officers in the 
rm·enue rtnd Jl''Y hmnches, and in the Stmnp 
Office an increase nf £2.) was proposerl to the 
officer in charge. Hon. 1nerubers vvonlcl bcrtr in 
mind that the revenue from the Stmnp Otfice 
now exceeded £100,000 per :mnum. 

The HoN. Sru'l'. MaiL WRAITH: Whatlms 
that to do with it? 

Mr. ~ORTO~: Are the hours longer? 
The COLO~IAL TRJ£ASUHER >,aiel the 

duties had correspomliu.o;ly increased. 'l'he 
hmn,/3 were continuous. The officer wn,s one of 
the oldest in the Public Service, and had been in 
the department since 18GG. There was a tlO 
increase to the junior clerk, and thl'ee increaseR, 
amounting to £.10, to the lithographic printers ; 
one increase frmn £170 to £Ui0, oue from £130 
to £150, and one from £100 to .£1~0. 

J\fr. NORTO:'J asked the Colonial Treasurer 
whether it hn,d been brought under his notice 
that clerks euJployed in his department took 
private work after their very short office-hours, 
:1nd competed with private acconntants? 

The COLO:'JIAL TREASURER said thrtt he 
tlwught he could give a distiuct clenhcl to the 
statement that any clerk in the Treasury under
took tH'i 1.rate \Vnrk, Rnch as the hon. rr1ember 
referred to, outside off\ce-houn. The hon. gen
tleman's renmrks [Lrose out of what was well 
known to n1an:v hon. n1mnbors, that a gentle. 
man in the Audit Office who had been tminecl as 
an avemge stnter, undertook, at the request of the 
mercantile community, the adjustment of some 
average and insurance accounts. i::iince the last 
Estimates were passed he had been im;trncted 
to cease that work, but he was allowed to cmu
plete work upon which he was engaged at the 
time the matter last came unrler the notice of 
the House. Hon. members would be aware that 
business of that kind was not concluded in a 
sumumry umnner, but extended m·er a consider
able period until all claims had been rendered ; 
so the Ciovernment, at the request of several 
ag-ents of ships interested in the salvage, allowed 
the officer to complete the work on the distinct 
understanding that the practice was not to be 
continued. He thought he might remove a false 
impression that jn·ev,tiled as to the hours of work 
of officers in the Treasury. Very few officers got 
away until between i) ,wd G, and it was no uncom
mon circumsbnce for many of them to work late 
at night. There was no inctease in the sbtff, 
althoug-h the a.n1ount of ·work was increasing 
considerably. 

Mr. NOJtTON said that he had been induced 
to speak by letters rmcl notices which had 
appeared in the papers complaining of Govern
ment officers performing the work of private 
accountants. \Vith reg:1rrl to the hours, he 
thought what had fallen from the hon. member 
was a condemnation of the action taken by the 
Goverrnnent not very long Hince in curt:1iling 
the hours from fi to 4. It w''" unfair to the 
clerks who stopped, as the hon. member said, 
till ,) or G; for he supposed "'me got away at 4. 

Mr. S:\fYTH said he notice<] there was £6;-;;) 
down for expenses of the Stmnp Office. No 
doubt there \Vas a very large rev en ne derived fr(nn 
the office, hut the miners suffemd very heavily 
frorn the stmnp dntie;-;. Ev'L~ry scrip, no 1natter 
how small, had to hear a half-crown stamp. He 
knew that the miners at Charters Towers and 
Gympie strongly objected to the obnoxious 
tax. There was another tax, which, though very 
small, mnonnted to a grea,t ~nun in the long· rnn
the receipt ,;tamps. Although the shareholders 
of a mine mig·ht only pay calls in to their own 
secret>try, they harl to put a penny st,.mp on every 
receipt fur every CiL!l. Thrtt was taxing men for 
being in a poor Tnine. He hoped when the 
Colonial Treasurer revised the tariff in n,ny way 
he would abolish that tax, which was very 
olmoxions. 

Mr. FOOTE sairl he lookerl upon the opera
tion of the Strunp Act as one of the hest systems 
of collecting revenue which any Government had 
adopte<l. The tax wa;; almost self-collecting, aJHl 
operated in the most even-!Hl.nded way through
out the whole colony. He only wished the 
Government could collect all the revenue in the 
same easy and inexpensive way. The cost of 
collection of the Customs was, for instance, 
enormous. The penny stamp bore equally on 
all those who had business to do, and he certainly 
hoped the Colonial Treasurer would continue it. 

question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL TREASlTRER moverl that 

there be voted for the service of the year 188-1-i) 
the sum of .£12, 700 to dcfmy the expenses of 
J'vfiscellaneous Services. Hon. members would 
observe that that sum showed a considerable 
rednction comparerl with the previons year, 
especially in the vote for '' Refundments." J\'loney 
was sometimes prticl into the Custom House or 
the Lands Office pending the completion of a 
transaction. If that tmnsaction was not com
pleted, the money was refunded. Formerly the 
money was allcled to tlw orclimtry receipts, and 
its repayment crediterl to "Refundments." The 
resnlt w<cs to swell the receipts, without showing 
the actual revenue of the colony. The practice 
now introduced was that the money so paid in 
wns put into a suspense account until the ter
mination of the tmnsaction, and at the end of the 
month-he spoke particularly of the Custom 
House-the repayments were mn,de before the 
net receipts were entered into the Treasurer\; 
hooks. The only sum in the vote for refnnd
ments was £2,000, which was clue before the 
alteration in the system was made. On the item 
of cmnrnission anrl exchange there was an increase 
nf £1,500 to £1\,000, which arose from the in
creased charge made by the Bank of England for 
selling their stock and paying the semi-annual 
interest. The charge was at the rate of 1~ per cent. 
upon the annual interest of ,£40,000. The premium 
on the general guarantee policy was increased 
from £750 to £1,000 on ,tccount of the amount 
placed in the last schedule not being sufficient. 
Provision was made for resnming the Admiralty 
survey from Bowen northwards as soon as the 
'' Palumah" arrived in Queensland waters. 

The HoN. ,J NI. MACROSSAR said the hon. 
gentlem'm had not told the Committee quite 
enough about the Admiralty suney, although 
he might not know much about it. vVhen and 
how was the survey to be made? 

The COLONIAL TREASUHER said that 
representations had been made to the Admiralty 
by the late Government fur the resumption of 
the survey of the coast, which, to his mind, had 
been very unwisely cliscontinned in 1879, on 
account of the allege<l impecuniosity of the colony. 
At that time the survey had been completed up 
to a short di~tance from Bowen. When the 
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colony was rv?covering it:-; prof5pcrity, the Jute 
G·overnn1ent urged on the J\.drnirnJty the de~ir~ 
abilit.y of cmnplcting- tho suney; and the present 
C+overnrucnt also n1ade repre::-;entations in the 
same direction. The result was that the 
Admimlty proposed that a vessel shoulcl be 
either purcha.,ed or chartered for a term ; that 
the expense of the survey should be jointly 
borne by the Admiralty and the colony ; and 
that at the end of the survey the ve:;sel, if pur
cbasecl, should be sold and the loss on her also 
jointly allocated. In the meantime the de
fence gunboatK were being constructed, and 
the Government thcmght it well tlatt one 
o£ them should he employed in the work, thus 
sc1ving the joint contribntinnB to the expen~e 
of purchasing a ves:--;el for the purpose, though 
her rnaintenance during her use for survey~ 
ing purposes was to be jointly contributed by 
the colony and the Admiralty. The Admiralty 
hac! ,;tipulatecl that their share :;hould not exceed 
£2,300 per annrnn, and arrangen1ents had, he 
helieved, been cmnpleterl for their contributing 
that amount. They were, however, fitting the 
vessel up with the late;t scientific apparatu' ; 
m1d the principal portion of her outfit 
would aho be borne by the Admiralty. 
rrhnt was all tbe inforlllation he could give lwn. 
1nmnbers. 'rho portion of the coast to be sur
veyed wn .. s fron1 near 13owen northward~, and 
the time the survPy was e,timated to occupy 
was frmn two to three years. 

Mr. BEATTIE said the amount of infurma
tion they hac! recei vecl was not very large even 
now. The item of £2Ji00 for six months simply 
meant that the colony was to contribute £5,000 
a year to\vard~ :surveying the com;t; and not only 
were they to do that, but they were to find the 
vessel as well. The cost of that ves,;el "·as 
something like £3.),000, which at 5 per cent. 
amounted to a Yerv considerable wm. He 
did not compbin about the amount to he 
spent in surveying the coast; it would be In<.mey 
well spent. But it was money S]Jent for the 
benefit, not of Queensland alone, but of the 
1nercantile con1n1unity generally. ..c\ pa:sRagc 
was being opened up and lighted through Torre;-, 
Strait", and in,;ide the BalTier Reef, at the :;ole 
expen:;e of Queen,Jand. \Vhile opening- up that 
:;hurt route to India and the ~~ast, by which the 
southern colonieR benefited most largely, the 
Govennnent Inight fairly ask thmn to contrihnte 
"omething towards the cm;t of it. It was uni
versally admitted by mercantile men that the 
(lueenslaml coast was better lighted than that of 
any other part of Australia, and tho:;e lig-hts 
were maiutftined nt the expense of this sumll 
colony ; the other colonies did not contribute 
one farthing towards it. The nbolition of 
li!;ht dnes had caused a heavy annual deficit. 
The amount received from the shipping 
that used those lights was very small indeed, 
while the Portmaster's time was fully occupied 
in introducing a<lvantages for the nlercn,n
tile and shipping community g·encrally. He 
did not complain about that, but when they 
were asked to make a correct survey of the 
northern route, it waK a little too rnuch-seeing 
that nearly all the benefits were reapccl outside 
free of charge-to expect a small colony like 
Queensland to pay .t:ii~OOO a year towards it and 
to tind a YeH,qel :tK \vell ; and he wonlcl suggest 
timt the other colonies should he asked to- juin 
(lueenslancl in :;baring the cost with the Briti,;h 
Governnwnt. 

Mr. AIWHER said that even after the ex
planation of the Coloni:tl Treasurer he did not 
fully umlerstand why the item w:ts down in its 
pre::;ent fonn. Accm·ding- to the hon. gentle~ 
rnan, thP Briti: .. ;h UoYernlllAnt e-xpected the 
colony to 1'"-Y one-half the co"t of the survey, 

the total nnt to :~mount to more than £:},000 a 
year. If tlmt were the cttsc, the £2/>00 ought to 
be for twel vc months rmd not for RJX months, as 
>'tatcd. The vote ought really to be for only 
one lmlf of that mrtount, or £1,2~0, if it . \HIS 

only for a period of six months. He did not 
agree with the hem. member for :Fortitutie 
V alley that they should solicit assistance in the 
work ·from the Hcn1thern colonies, :tlthongh they 
deri \'ed a greater benefit from the work than 
<~neensland did ; and he believed also that the 
colony had clone a just and right thing in rnaking 
its coast lights free to those who u:;erl them. 

The COLONIAL TREAS1~RER said the 
amount wa:; placed on the :Estimates before final 
arrangements \Yere made with the Admiralty. 
He had sent for the papers, and woul<l he able, 
in a Hhort tin1e, tn give hon. rncn1bers n1ore 
inform"tion on the matter than he possessed at 
pre"ent. He had l1efore understated the amount 
which the colony was to pay, hut that would be 
cleared up when the papers arrived. Of cour:;e, if 
the whole of the money wt>,s not required, it would 
not he ,,pent. It would be admitted by everyone 
that the work was a much-needed one, and that 
it was desired that that mis,;ing link in the 
chain of the coa:;t surveys should be snppliccl. 
They were not in a position to eo m plete the 
surVey then1selves, either as cconmnicall:v or 
expeditiously as the Admiralty ; and although 
some hon. members might think that the 
Admiralty should have borne the whole expense, 
he 'vas of opinidn that it V\7 as wi~c to take 
the opportunity of getting- that portion of 
the survey cmrrpleted. The Government had, 
to :1 certain extent, to accept the offer of 
the Admiralty to complete it upon the basis 
which had been decided in former years. 
\Vith reference to contributions from the other 
colonies, he was certain that an appeal to any of 
them would have been ineffectual. Even the 
dedHion of the late Cmrnno<lore G-ondenongh, 
with reference to the eiltablishment of lights in 
Torms Stmits, had no practical effect, except 
that they received a very small subscription from 
South .1.\u0trnlia for a vear or two. 'rhe southern 
colonic• would not ha'vc acceded to the recp1e,t. 
He hacl sent for the papers, and before the 
estimate rmssed he would he able to give the 
btest information there w'1s upon the subject. 
The whole amount of £2,ii00 would not be 
rccjuiretl. 

Mr. AJlCHER said the hon. gentleman had 
nn right to ~ay he was not in favour of that 
ruis~in.?' link in, or, rather, the whole survey 
being completed. It was due to the late l'remiel' 
that the matter had been brought before the 
Aclmiralty; but he was not prepared for such a 
large surr1 being llll t on the lDstinw,te~, seeing 
that they were to provide the boat. 'rhe boat 
should be :tllowed for in the contribution they 
were asked for. In former times they u:;ed to 
hire a Ktemner at n, n1uch higher ra,te. 

The PREMII~R: The cost of the boat will be 
taken out of that £2,500. 

:VIr. ARCHER said that wns another thing. 
Then the sum put clown was excessive for six 
months. However, as the hon. Treasurer could 
give then1 no information, they could not discuss 
the matter, and the best thing would be for the 
Chairman to leave the chair and adjourn for a 
few rninutes. 

The HoN. i:lm T. ::UciLIVRAITH asked what 
was the basis of the armngement made with the 
J~ng1iRh Ciovernn1ent '? There hnd been a great 
deal of talk, but not a single worrl had been said 
about the basis of the arntngement. \Vhat pro
portion did tlu~ English Uovcnuncut 1H' 1r of 
the e cpencliture incurred by the ,,uney C'f the 
coast. 
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The COLOXLicL TREASlTlU:U said the ' 
arrangement originally entered into was that the ! 

Imperial and QneenR!and rlnvernrnents should 
be joint contributors to the continuance of the onr
vey, and a boat was to he purchased or chartered for 
the purpose, there being an understanding that the 
Imperial Government should not be liable beyrmd 
the sum of £6,000. That agreement had been 
chang-ed, and one of the Queensland gunboats, 
the "Palumah," had been offered by the Queens
land Government to the Imperial authorities for 
the purpose, and a certain amount was to be 
allowed by the !tetter in consideration of her 
services. The ve,;sel was being fitted out with 
the hctest applitcnces for surveying, and on her 
arrival she would proceed with the work. Later 
on he should be able to inform the Committee 
of the nature of the arrangement. 

Mr. BLACK said that, in order to give the 
hon. Treasurer tirne to get inforrna.tion on 
that subject, he would ask for some further 
information with respect to another item. The 
Government were doing all they could to 
obstruct the passing of the Estimates. If the 
Treasurer would, when moving the votes he 
wanted, give a short and concise explanation, it 
would save the time of the Committee very much. 
He was as bad as the Attorney-General; when 
he once got up there was no stopping him ; he 
was sure that the remarks he macte during the 
last few minutes were simply repetitions of what 
he had said before, without giving any additional 
information. He noticed that the Gayndah 
:Municipality was to receive £200, as compensation 
for fencing rendered valueless. He would ask the 
Colonial Treasurer, if he had the infornmtion 
httncl y, to tell them all about it. 

The PREMIER said the matter came through 
his department. There was a town reserve at 
Gaynclah, for fencing which the Government 
lent them, a great many years ago, a sum of 
1noney which waR charged against then1 
still as a debt clue to the Treasury, and for 
which they paid interest in the ordinary 
manner. Subsequently, a great part of the 
re,c.;erve, and son1e adjoining land8, were 
proclaimed open for selection by the Lands 
Department, and the result was that a portion 
of the fencing was entirely useless. U ncler those 
circumstances they had made application that 
they should be relieved of part of the debt-the 
total amount of which was some £fJOO or £600. 
As the Government had destroyed their fence
lent them rnonev to build it and then made it use
less-he asked "the police magistrate to report 
as to the value of the portion that remained. 
He did so, and, having taken the matter into 
consideration, the Government decided that 
as they had deprived them of the use of £250 
worth of fencing, it was right to remit that 
amount ; and the proper way was to put it on 
the Estimates. 

J\Ir. BLACK asked how many years ago that 
was? He also wished to know, if the Govern
ment deprived the Gayndah Municipality of 
£2.'50 worth of fencing, why they did not refund 
them the full ttmount? 

The PREMIER said he had mentioned £250, 
and had thought that was the amount quoted. 

The COLONIAL TREASUIU<;I-t said he 
could give the amount of indebtedneos of the 
Gaynclah Municipality, which included the 
amount of the loan ; but he could not give 
the date of the loan. £514 was the total in
debtedness, but he could not say when the pay
ment was made. The fencing was paid for 
within the last six months. 

The PREMIER said, in considering what 
would be a fair amount to take off the loan, 
inquiries had been made of the police magis-

tmte as to the value of the fencing rendered 
useleos, and upon that gentleman's report he 
hact decided that £200 was a fair amount. Per· 
haps someone else might have thought £180 or 
£210 was fttircompensation, but he had acted on 
the report of the police magistrate. 

The Hox. Sm T. M oiL WRAITH asked if 
the hon. member was quite sure that the amount 
of £200 was not a sum that would actually be 
given to the Gaynclah Municipality, and that it 
would simply go to diminish the debt. 

The l'REMIER : Yes. 

The Hox. Srn T. MoiLWEAITH said he 
thought the hon. member made a mistake. He 
rem em be red that the cost of the fencing was 
about £GOO, and he believed the amount had been 
actually knocked off the debt, and that this 
£200 was a different thing altogether. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said he had 
now in his hand the papers which referred to 
the survey of the coast, and he would read the 
following letter, from the Admiralty to the 
Agent-General for Queensland :-

H Admiralty, 13th August, 188-:1. 
"Sm. 

'~Referring to yonr letter of the 25th June anfl. to 
previous correspondence relative to the survey of the 
coast of Queensland, I am commanded by my l1ords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty to state that, on recon
siclcrntion of the question, it appea.rs to my Lords that it 
would be a. preferable arrangement that the colonial 
gunboat which it is intended to employ in the service 
should be treated as a, tender to Her :Majesty's ship 
'Xelson,' and ofticered and manned by the Royal I\~avy. 

"On this basis some mollification of the former pro
posals would be nece~5;ary, and I am cornmnnded to 
formulate them, as thus amended, for yonr considera
tion, observing that if the Government of Qneensland 
should aecept them, my Lords would still have to obtain 
the concurrence of Her Jiajesty's 'J.1reasury on alltinan
cial points. 

"It is proposed-
" 1. That the colony shall lend a gnn1Joat. as on hire, 

for the survey, the Adwiralty treating it as one of the 
ships of the Royal -Kavy, and providing snch comple
ment of officers and men as they may consider requisite, 
with the usual naval rates of pay, surveying pay, and 
allmvances. 

"2. The gunboat, when completed to terms of the 
present contract with the builders, shaH be further 
completed with all special fittjngs and alterations for 
surveying service by and at the expense of the colony
including the sub"titntion of two suitable whale boats 
for the present small gigs. 

"3. If any of the alterations cannot be carried out until 
after arrival in the eolony and the remoYal of the guns, 
they shall still be effected wholly at the expense of the 
colony. 

"et.. Any permanent stores or fittings requisite for the 
completion of or for the alterations in the ships that it 
may be convenient to obtain thence will be supplied by 
the Royal Dockyards on payment by the colony. 

"5. The Admiralty will lend, free of charge, instru
ments and special appliances (not including ordinary 
leads or lines), which are to be returned to one of Her 
Majesty's ships or dockyards at the close of the survey. 

'· 6. The gnnbo~t to be delivf•red to one of Her 
:Majesty's dockyards in lj~ngland, and talmn charge of by 
the Admiralty, from which time the division of expenses 
brtween the Imperial and Colonial Governments shall 
commence, excepting always as regards the cost of the 
alhwations to be done in the colony, as specified in 
article 3. and subject to the special provision as regards 
the voyage to the colony as hereinafter arranged. 

"7. rrhe Admiralty will comvlete the vessel for sea, 
with all necessary victualling, carpenters, and boat
swain's stores, the cost whereof will he brought into 
the joint acconnt. 

"8. 'l1he Admiralty will navigate the ves:sel to Queens
land, but the whole extra expense to the Admiralty, 
estimated at £n:!O, is to be paid lJy the colony-i.e., the 
colony after paying her share on the joint account is 
to pay an extra £160 in respect of the voyage out. 

"9. The sum of £2,500 per annum is to be brou~ht into 
the joint aceount, as representing the hire to be paid to 
the colony !or the gunboat. 
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'' 10. The colony is to Jm~· for all repairR to llnll and 
en~ines that ma\· he ne('CSt-l:-try, hnt all the nt-:nal ex
pAnses of maintenance of the vessel arc to be bronght 
into the joint acconnt. 

"11. The joint a<·eount which will tlms inclll(lc. with 
the hn·e of the ship, all the vmrking expcnsr~ of the 
survey, cost of rn·oyi~ions, coals, and other eonsmnable 
stores. wagAs, pilotage. ct.r"., a.nd the pas .... agoc moneY to the 
eolony of any necessary rcplaecments of ·omcers Or mnn, 
will be ma,rtc 1111 annually by the Admiralty, and the total 
divided eqnally between the lmverial anrt. Colonial 
Governments, p1·ovided alway~ that. the contribution of 
the Admiralty shall in no one year exceed £1,000, nor 
£12,000 in the whole. 

"12. Anv insura,nce on the vessel is to be at the sole 
charge oft.he colony. 

"1:3. It is to be observed that £3.500 1181' annum has 
been flxed as the hire, not with reference to the eost of 
the gun-vessel, built as she was for a totallv different 
service, but with refRrcuce to wha.t \vonld bC a fair :-:mn 
for the hire of a vessel r-mitah1e for snrvcying service, 
and with some regnnl to the fact that. if the g-nn-ve-.so1 
were not utilised for this service, she would, dm·ing time 
of peace, be probably laid up in the colony, and be a 
source of compaxatively unremunerative expense. 

"I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
"(Signed) ]~V .A~ :\I.'I.CG!U;GOIL 

'"The Agent-General for Q.ucenslnnd, 
"1, \¥estminster Chambers, Victoria street." 

That explained fully the position of the 
agreement between the Government and the 
Admiralty. 

The HoN. Sm T. J\IciLWRAITH said that 
the Trea-"\uer had read a letter from the 
Admiralty, dated 13th August, embodying 
certain conditions on which they were agreeable 
to accept the responsibility of surveying the 
coast, and completing it. \V ere the Committee 
to understand that those terms had been agreed 
to by the (-.lueensland Government; and would 
the hon. gentleman explain shortly what those 
terms were ; in what position the cnlony would 
be, and how much was it responsible for? He 
would like to know the Treasurer's opinion with 
regard to the fairne's of the arrangement, and 
on wh<tt basis it was carried out. The hon. 
gentleman knew well how the arrangement had 
been conducted before, and to that he would 
refer later on; but just now he would like to 
know what were the actual terms of the arrange
ment between the English and the queensla:nd 
Goverrunents. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said the 
letter from the Admiralty was enclosed in a 
communication from the Agent-General :-

"I have the honour to hrtnd you enclosed copy of a 
letter received from the Admiralt\' 'vith reference to 
using one of the g-nu boats now under con~truction for 
the 8nrvey of the coast of Qncew;land. and to inform 
yon that the proposal contained in the said letter has 
been accepted by the Agent-General. 

"'l'he Admiralty have also been asl\:ed to navigate out 
the second boat on the cost estimated by them in the 
enclosed letter." 
Hegatheredfrom theletterthatthe assumed cost of 
the survey would be £8,000 a year, one-half of which 
would be charged to the Colonial Government, 
while £2,500 would be credited to the colony for 
the service of the gunboats ; so that the cxp"endi
ture on the part of the colony was kept down to 
£2,000 or £3,000 a year. He did not think they 
had any cause to complain. It would be a more 
economical arrangement than chartering a vessel 
for the performance of the work ; a" they got 
employment for the gunboat and were allowed 
f:2,!)00 for her services. If the Admiralty had not 
l1een so generous, and they had been compelled 
to rely on their own resources, the survey could 
not be completed for anything like the same 
expenditure. Those were the latest papers the 
GoYernment had in connection with the matter. 
He could not give the Committee any inforrmction 
as to the little details of the e,ctwcl expense of 
navigating the vessel to Queensland, and other 
matters; but the £2,500 pnt down on the Esti
mates was supposed to be sufficient to cover the 

six months' expeiHliture of the c"lony in re "Jiect 
of the i'51ll'Yey, and aLso the expense of brin;..{ing 
out the vessel. 

:\[r. BLACK said that if there were ~tny 
con~titutiona.l ruean:-; by which Ul8Jnher:-; could 
l)e reque,-;ted to attend in their sra,ts nn occasionB 
Ruch as the pre:Scnt, when they were pas:-;ing 
.E::;tilnn.tes to the aggregate anwnnt of two and 
three-quarter millions, he would reqne;;t that it 
should be put in force. There were ei:=:lrt 
rnmnbe1·~ on the Government side, rel;re
seuting a pov;erfnl GoYornu1ent; a.nd he 
thought it was very unseemly that they could 
not keep their r·mpporter:-; together and get 
on with the work. He objected to di:;cu;;s
ing such hnpurtant Estin1ates in such a 
poor House. If there were no other mcan.s, he 
would have to move the Chairman out of the 
chair. 

The CHAIR:\IAN: It is open to the hon. 
member to draw attention to the state of the 
House. 

Mr. BLACK : Then I beg to draw attention 
to the state of the House. 

Quorum formed. 
The Ho:-;. Sm T. :\1ciLWHAITH said he 

saw by the 1mpers which the Treasurer had laid 
on the table that an agreement had actually been 
cmne t.o with the English G-overnrr1ent w·ith re
ference to the survey of the coast. He thought the 
attention of the Committee should be specially 
directed to that, because the treatment they 
had previously received from the English Gov
ernment had forced them to be very cautious in 
~riticiRing any arrangernent they rr1ight prnpose. 
He had to refer to what took place when the 
surve~· of the coast was stopped by the Queeno
land (:;.overnnl8nt. ...An arra.ng-mnent waK n1ade 
mnny years ago with the Admiralty by which 
the joint expense was to be borne eqmclly of the 
suney of the coast of Queensland. That went on 
\"ery well in the old-fashioned w:cy, and £2,fi00 a 
year \Vas paid by the English G-overnn1ent, and 
this colony voted a similar amount. The gentle
In en who conducted the joint operntions, and who 
were all officers of the English Govennnent, 
recommended that a much more efficient and 
economical system of survey should be pur
sued ; that instead of working the survey by 
means of s<tiling boats as before, steamers should 
be employed, thereby doing a great deal more 
work, and at a less cost. \V ell, that system was 
adopted by Qneensland ; and they understood, of 
course, that the English Government would fall 
in with an arrangement of that sort by which 
the survey could be done at a less cost 
per mile. The survey proceeded, not with 
sailing vessels but with steamers. The English 
Government never receded from their position 
and they would only grant £2,500 a year. It 
did not mc>tter whether they employed efficient 
means, and did twice the amount of work, the 
English Government said, " \V e will stick by the 
old system of paying £2,500 a year." The conse
crnence was-he was speaking from memory, and 
could not he sure of the dates-that, in 1882, they 
found that in order to make the survey better 
and less costly to both the English Government 
and themselves they had drifted away from the 
original rtrrangmnent, and the colony was 
saddled with three-fourths of the expense. They 
represented that comtantly to the English 
Governlntmt, and the only answer received 
was that they would not go beyond the £2,:)00 
a year. He assumed that it was a fair 
arrangement to ask the English Government 
to pay half the co~t of the survey. He did 
not believe any thinking man would deny 
that. J n other parts of the world they had 
borne the whole expen~e, but in Queensland they 
had, simply by their system of red ta1 e, kept 
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back action so as to force the colony to go on 
with the survey, and had thus cvatlec!'the proper 
payment of the half. He "'wmcd th:tt it was 
fair that each conntrv should bear half the ex
pmwe; though he W<nild g-o fmther, anrl say that 
the J~:ngli.r.;h G-overnnwnt ought to bear ~t greater 
proportion, considering the anwunt of Rhipping 
they hac! on the ~uecn,Jaud coast and the interest 
which it was to the British Government to h:we 
the snrvey completed, and the liberal way in 
which (lucenshmd had trmtted British shipping on 
their coast. Bnt the ol<l, fair arrangement of each 
paying ha1f lwoke down, bec\ttU3C a rnore efficient 
system of survey by steamers cost £10,000, and 
the _British Government woul'l only pa' £2,GOO, 
leanng ()ueensland :·:tddled with t7,:300. Any 
man would see at once that that wa,; not a 
proper arrangenwnt, and it \Vas :-.tnppeil. 
\\'hat had been done now? He did not think 
they had made a umch better arrangement. 
"\n agreement of that important kind ought to 
luwe had the Ranction of the Government, and 
~,ot have been left to the "\gent-(; eneral at home. 
Ihe arrangerncmt thnt hacl been come to '''as 
thctt the .Englieh Government were to pay 
Clneensland £z,nOO a year for the use of their 
gnnboat. That vessel cost them £30,000; but 
they had to be at the additional expense of fitting 
it up as a survey ves,;el, which would come, with 
joint expem;;;e of bringing the Yes~el out frorn 
Engb.nd and working it, to tbe muount stated, 
£2,:)00; at least, so sn..id the English GoYenunent, 
according to the letter from the Agent-Gener;tl, 
of date 13th August. That was reached, how
ever, not by a fair proces,; of calculating what a 
ve,sel for the )Jurpose could he got for, bnt on 
the supposition that they had got a vessel which 
was like a "white elephant," aml which conl<l 
not be made a better use of. 'l'hat was not a 
sound basis at all. A sound basis would have 
been-what they as con:ll!ercial peo]Jle could have 
chartered a steamer for to do the work. The 
English Covernrnent had taken advantage of 
them on that point. In fact, it was like all the 
dealings that he had ever had with the 
Admiralty at home, which hall been exceedingly 
n1ean in their fin~:tnci::tl ::trrangernentH with the 
colony. They had no right to fix the 
amount at £2,300, nor w-ere tho Queen,;land 
Government justified in accepting tlmt amount 
as the cost of services to the Admiralty for a 
whole year. In addition to that £2,500 the colony 
had to be at the expense nf fitting the boat up as 
a ~nrvey vet-:'iel, :111<l considering what the whole 
expense would be the Admiralty htvl got out of it 
by paying- a-l]Uarter, instead of a-half, of the cost. 
'l'he Admiralty said they were agreeable to ptty 
half the expense, but that it was quite understood 
that it was not to be more than £4,000 per 
annum; or, to make it safer, £12,000 for the whole 
snrvey. Ncnv, the Governuwnt nf Queensla,ud 
should not be made to undertake the survey for 
.£12,000. He did not bclievA that it would be 
done for anv such sum if it was to be done effici
ently. The conditions stipulated were that the 
expeme was not to c>cceecl £4,000, which sum 
was also to be borne by (_~ueensland. 'l'h e 
:English Government undertook to pay £4,000 a 
year-that was £1,2ii0 for the use of the survey 
steamer, leaving £2,730 actually contributed for 
the survey. ::\ow, they had always found that 
they could speml £7,000 a year on the survey. 
The EngJi:.;h (i-overrnnent, ,v}Jile Rtating that 
the cnst was not to exceed £4,000, knew that 
it would exceed that amount, and yet repre
sented that they were bearing half the expense. 
He thought the agreement wad most unjust, 
and one in which the Admiralty had got 
tlw better of the Queensland office at home. 
Th•1y had Glllr)()died thaL iu the a:~recment. They 
,\-ere bound ~i1nuly to cur1txib!!te f.::2,f[,0 pt'r 
annun1, besides the e~:rense of th0 stean1er to 

Qnecnsbml, which expen,;e wa, not nearly what 
the tcctual co,;t would be to Quecnsbnd itself. 
Hon. members did not seem to know what the 
colony was going to do. He ttttached a, grea;t 
deal of value to the maps issued by the Adnn
mlty; they were without doubt the finest works 
of the kind ever issued by any nation ; and it 
would be a great advantage to get the Admiralty 
to perform the work on fair conditions-which 
would be by their bearing- one· half of the cost. 
But under thearrangemcntentered into the colony 
luHl toputthegnnbmitas a tender to the" Nelson," 
and to pay the expeuse of fitting her up as a sur
veying vessel. All that the Imperial Government 
found \Yere ordinary leads and lines, which were 
to be returned to Her :Majesty's ships or dock
yards at the close of the survey. £10 would 
represent the whole cost of that, while the ex
pensive and peri;;hable part of the e'ruipment 
was to be borne by Queensland. For the hire of 
a gunboat which cost £30,000, and the fitting- up 
of which wonld cost £2,000 or £3,000 more, a 
snm of £2,500 had been fixed. But that was by 
no means a fair amount for the hire of a veosel 
;;uitnble for surveying, if they had not been able 
to utilise the gunboat; and the Agent-General 
oug·ht to have set the Admimlty right on that 
point. The hire of the " Llewellyn" cost the 
late Government £3,600 for six months, an cl 
she wa;; a small ve,·sel that had been pre
viously em1Jloyed on the same ;;ervice. Tlmt 
was mort; than double the amount the English 
Government now offered. The reason they 
gnve for offering the sn1aller surn wns a Blur 
on their l'atriotic feeling as colonists. They 
had gone to the expense of building a small 
naYy, and the J~~nglish Governinent took n,dvan~ 
tage of that, ancl said, "K ow that you have got 
a navy it is of no possible u;;e to you ; hire it 
cheaply to us for surveying purposes," There 
was a meanness in the proposition that had 
characterised all the .Admiralty correspondence 
that hacl ever come under his notice. The point 
he wished to direct attention to was, that they 
had been taken advantage of by the British 
Governn1ent, who were not going to pay any
thing like a fair contribution towards the survey 
of the coast. The colony would indeed do 
much better to employ its own surveyors. 
The work coulcl be done as well, it would be 
entirely under their control, and it could be 
done without any more expense. It was a 
stipulation in the arrangement that the control 
was to be nste<l in the Admiralty, although 
Queensland would hnve to pay three-fourths of 
the cost. ]~ven the malJS might be done as well. 
He would much rather the colony undertook the 
work than accept the aid of the Admiralty on 
the terms offered. It would be better for the 
colony, and would enable them to show their 
independence of the :English Government in 
transactions of that kind. All through the 
arrangement the Admiralty had treated them 
badly. :For the last three years they had pre
vented the colony from com]Jleting the survey of 
the cnaRt, and now the cost to the colony would 
be as grettt as if they had undertaken the entire 
work themselves. Ji'rom an official letter of the 
12th May, 1883, he found that the cost of 
the survey dnring 1878-187\J was £10,274 to 
the colony :ts against £G,OOO to the Im
perial Government. At that time the expenditure 
was considered too large for the crippled 
condition of the colony's finances, and the 
Imperial authorities recommended a bAtter 
system; and when the new arrangement came 
into force they would not contribute more per 
annum than they had done before, whilst the 
colony had to pay two-thirds of the expense. 
rfhe present arTant,;emcnt WaR base(l Oll the Sftiile 

principle. 'l'he colony would ha;-e to pay 
the gr·,,ccter part of the cost for two reasons ; 
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the snrvey conlrl not possibly be completed for 
£12 000 and It was stipulated in the ~hgreement 
that all the expense beyond £12,000 should be 
borne by the queensland Government. The 
work cn;1ld not be done efficiently for £+,000 per 
annun1. 

The PRE::VIIER said that on one point he 
quite agreed with the hon. member, and ~hat 
was that he considered it extremely ungraciOus 
on the part of the Admiralty to give, as a reason 
for paying only £2,500 for the hire ?f the 
"Paluma," that otherwise she would possibly be 
laid up when she reached the colony, and be a 
Hource of cornparatively unrmnunerative expense. 
That was an observation that might very properly 
have been left out, aud he read it with great 
surprise when he received the letter. But the 
hon. "entleman had not quite stated the nature of 
the b~r"ain in other respects. 'l'his colony hac! 
certainly to p:1y the cost of fitting up the v_esscl, 
which was estimated at £200, but the Admiralty 
were to pay the expense of navigating her .out, 
which was estimated at £900; and one Item 
might fairly be set off agn,inst the other. 

The Hox. Sm T. MciL\VRAITH: Only 
half. 

The PREMIER said the proposal originally 
was that they should buy a steamer in England at 
joint expense and send h~r ou~ h_ere, the expenses 
while she was at work bemg divided between the 
Imperial Government and the Government of 
tlueensland. Then she was t~ J;>e sold, a~d the 
proceeds divided. That propositiOn was fair and 
reasonable. 'l'he hon. gentleman then com
plained that she was to be used as a tender to the 
" Nelson" ; but that was purely a formal matter ; 
she was to be commissioned. He did not think 
the pecuniary arrangement W>ts unsatisfactory. 
The original proposition was that the survey 
should be estimated at £G,OOO a year; but the 
Colonial Government requested the Agent
General to suggest to the Admiralty that one of 
the queensland gunboats should be used for the 
purpose. The Agent-General, J\,~r. Herr:mant~ in 
doino- so also suggested that, m cmosideratwn 
of the (~ueensland Government providing the 
vessel, the contributions should be divided in this 
way: the Admiralty should give £4,000, and 
flr!eensland £1,500, or altogether £5,500; and that 
was the proposition that the Admiralty endea
voured to meet, only they accompanied it with a 
sneer. They were willing that the expense of 
the survey should be £8,000 a year, and the pro
position now was that they should spend that 
amount between them, of which £2,500 was for 
the steamer. The result would be thn,t the total 
expenditure of queensland would be £4,000 a 
year, and a like sum would be expended by 
the Imperial Government. Out of that, 
£1. 250 would be their share of the hire 
of 'the steamer. The only objection to the 
letter was the ungracious sneer that had been 
referred to. As to their surveying the coast 
themselves it might be that they could find 
officers wh~ would do it as well as the Admiralty 
officers· but the advantages of having the survey 
stamped by the Admiralty Surveyor would be 
great. There was no doubt that the fact of their 
bein.r issued from the Admiralty Office would be 
a gn~mntee of accuracy which was worth having. 
In effect, the Admiralty agreed to the proposi
tion they made. They had to pay £4,000 a year 
out of £8,000, of which £2,500 would be repaid 
to the queensland Government. 

The Hox. Sm T. MaiL WRAITH said there 
appeared to be a paper that had not been read. 
The only information they had was that letter 
of the lSth August ; they had heard nothing of 
the arrangement of 1\.Ir, Hemwant with the 
.;,dmiralty. 

l884-() I' 

Mr. ARCH:gR said that in some respe9ts 
he agreed with what the Premier had said, 
that there was an advantage: in having 
the survey made by the Admiralty. That 
would be an advantage if they had to 
pay no more than if they did the work 
themselves on the authority of the colony alone. 
Still he thought the hon. gentleman was making 
a mistake when he talked about the £2,500 a 
year, because the queensland Govern;nent wm;ld 
have to pay £1,250 out of that. The mformatwn 
contaiued in JY1r. Hemmant's letter threw a new 
light upon the matter. They were, of ?ourse, 
under the impression that any survey earned out 
by steamer would probably cost as much as the 
previous survey-£7,500 a year. 

The PREMIER: That included the hire of 
the steamer. 

Mr. ARCHER said that if the English Gov
ernment allowed them £1,250 for the hire of the 
steamer they must debit themselves for exactly 
the same ariwunt of cost. So that they ought to 
be very careful to see that the sum mentioned 
was sufficient to carry it out by steamer. 

Mr. BEATTIE said that the letter last read 
by the Premier was totally different from that 
read by the Treasurer. He took it that the 
letter read by the Treasurer was the agreement 
entered into 'with the Admiralty for carrying out 
the survey. The whole agreement was simply 
this-that the whole survey must not exceed 
£12,000. 

The PREMIER : That is the contribution for 
three years-£4,000 a year. 

]\fr. BEATTIE said the colony was to ~et 
credit for £2,500 as the hire of the steamer. 'He 
did not know how many that vessel would carry 
for a crew; but it would cost about £260 
per month, and, of course, the officers would 
receive extra pay whilst surveying, added 
to their pay >es officers in Her Majesty's Navy; 
consequently the amount of wages alone, not 
taking into consideration the keep of the men, 
and working expenses, would come to over 
£3,000 a year, which wo~ld leave very little 
for other things. J udg·mg fron~ the letter 
which the Treasurer read, he certamly thought 
the Admiralty were looking after "number 
one." He never saw thirteen clauses of 
an agreement that seemed so pettifogging ; the 
last clause in it capped everything. They 
were to find all the surveying instruments, 
and the lead-lines and leads were to be 
returned to some of Her Majesty's ships. The 
thing was so paltry that one would think it was 
drawn up by some clerk in the Admiralty Ofi'ce, 
without having been submitted to a gentle
man who would have some idea of how to 
deal with one of the Governments of Austmlia. 
A person would imagine that the Admiralty did 
not see that they were receiving as much advan
tage in carrying out the survey of the Queens· 
land coast as the colony was. Why, they 
derived "reat advantage in having a clear coast 
for their"mercantile marine, and one would think 
that they were under the impression they were 
conferrin" a favour on Queensland. He was 
very mugh dissatisfied indeed with the terms of 
the letter and he believed the Admimlty had 
shown a ~pirit of meanness that was deserving 
of very strong censure at the hands of hon. 
members. 

The HoN. Sm T. lVJciLWRAITH said the 
letter showed a rrwst penurious spirit. The 
point that th.e Premier fail~d to see in the arg?
ment was th1s : The English Government said 
"\Ve will go on with this survey, and we stipul>tte 
you shall get £2,.500 a year f?:r: your vessel, a~;:t 
you will find .£1,500 a year additiOnal, and we w~1l 
find £4,000 a year." It was absolutely certar:q 
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that the survey would cost far more than that ; 
but they clearly stipulated that all the 
expenses beyond that were to be paid by 
the Queensland novermnent. 'They also ;;tipu
lated that a 11 the expense was not to 
exceed £12,000 for the three years, aml if the 
Rnrvey was not cotnpleterl, then any r1dditimml 
expense was to be home on the shmilders of the 
colony. 1\T ow, that wa~ not a fair n.gremnent nt 
all; but that wa,; exaetly ""matters stood. They 
wanted nothing more than that each conntry 
shonlrl hear a htir proportion of the expense. 
The Admiralty's proportion was £2,:)00, and the 
colony's was to be the same, and that was sufficient 
-based on the expense that had to be incurred in 
former years. But whenever the colony sug
gested that better appliance;;, and more expen
sive appliances, should be used, by which the 
work could be done a great deal quicker and 
cheaper, the Admiralty showed no willing
ness to b<'ar a fair portion of the expense, 
and actually left the colony to pay £2 to their 
£1. That was exactly what they were doing 
now, in stipulating that the survey was not to 
cost more than £8,000 a year. Why should 
that stipulation be made when it was ki:wwn the 
survey would cost more than that? He had not 
mentioned that the gunboat was to be attached 
to the Australian fleet as a thing derogatory to 
the colony, but to show that the whole control 
would be in the hands of the Imperial Govern
ment. What control had they over the Admi
ralty? They had none, and yet the English Gov
ernment at the same time stipulated that the cnst 
was not to exceed £8,000. A more one-sided 
agreement was never placed before the Committe<>. 
The Treasurer had not told them how such an 
amonnt as £2,500 had come to he placed on the 
Estimates. According to the explanation of the 
Premier, and the reading he had given of the 
agreement, a.nd which the Government did not 
seem to understand, the cost was not to exceed 
£3,000 a year. How was it, then, that £2,fi00 
was asked for ? 

The COLONIAL TRJ<:ASURER said he 
thought the hrm. gentleman had misunderstood 
what had been said, and did not now see wlu1t 
the colonial contribution was to be. The cost 
of the survey during the last year of its progress, 
loaded as it was with the hire of steamer, cost 
of insurance and other matters, as far as he could 
ascertain, amounted to £4,!!00, and not £7,000 as 
the hon. gentleman stated. £4,9154 15s. 4d. was 
the actual colonial expenditure in connect.iron 
with the Admiralty survey for the year ended 
1879-80. 

The HoN. Sm T. ::\IciLWRAITH said the 
amount for 1878 was £10,294; and for 1879 
£5,000; and the half of that was £7,000. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER : £10,000 
colonial contribution? 

The HoK. Sm T. MaiL WRAITH : The total 
expenditure. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said the 
present was a new arrangement. It was impos
sible at the present time to say what the exact 
amount would be that would have to be paid for 
the six months ensuing. The amount of £2,500 
was put down with a view to cover the actual 
expenuiture, and to cover any contingencies that 
might arise in connection with the final fitting 
np of the vessel when she arrived in Queensland 
waters, hefor~ vroceeding to the scene of the 
survey. 

The HoN. SrR T. l\IciLWRAITH 'aid what 
he stated was that, according to the agreement, 
the annual expenditure was to be £1,500; but on 
the Estimates there was an amount of £2,500. 

The COLOl\IAL TREAS"GRER said they 
ttrrangl)d their contribution on the former basis. 

Assuming the survey to be carrier! on at £8,000, 
the colonial moiety was £4,000, and they h"d 
allowed a Hn1all snrn for contingencieK. The 
consolidated revenue was credited with the hire 
nf the Kten.mer, a,nd they hacl to subrnit ::tn ;_q 11 lro
priation for the co,t of the snn ey. 

1\lr ARCHER said he did not e~actlv nnder
:-;tnnd the Colonial Trearmrer; ns fa.r a.s i1e cnnld 
unrler.,tanrl, the C<>ot would be J:·~, 7?•0 a ye<er 
nnrler thn agremuent. The Colonial TreaRurt•r 
had n.liHnntlel'Htood the po~itinn of aJfairK when he 
saicl thnt the ~~\dmimlty would have to pay the 
eust of l>ring:ing· the vessel to queensland. He 
(}fr. Archer) did not understand so from the 
agreen1ent. 

The PRE:\HER: I understood w. 

Mr. AHCHER said the Premier had also 
misunderstood the agreement, which said th•tt 
the colony was to pay the whole of the expense 
of bringing the vessel ont. The Admiralty 
would navigate the vessel to Queensland, but the 
whole extra cost was to be paid by the colony. 
The colony had to pay her share of the joint 
accnnnt-that was, half of £900-as the cost of 
bringing the vo,sel out. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciL WRAITH said that, 
whether the agreen1ent was right or not, the 
explanation of the Treasurer "a,; not a good onr,, 
The hon. gentleman asked £2,500 for six months 
to carry out an agreement which he himself &aid 
would cost the colony £1,500. He evaded the 
qnestion for a long time, and when he did give 
an explanation, what was it? That he wanted to 
pay the Admiralty for the nse of a steamer, and 
that that woulrl cover the a<lditional amount. 
\Vhat an absurdity tlmt was! If that was the 
case, then the amount put on the Estimates for six 
months ought to be £2,000, and not £2,000. The 
fact of the matter was that the Government ha<l 
made an abominably bad bargain for the colony. 
He believeu that the English Government 
should bear one-half the expense of the survey. 
Instead of that, they had s"ddled the colony 
with a great deal more than one-half ; in fact, 
they would fiml that it would have to bear 
three-fourths of the exJ•ense. \Yhat an abc,urd 
agree1nent that \Vaf:l! The ::;tear11er "~;as to be 
employed at an absurdly low figure, considering 
her value to the colony, and the colony was to 
hand over to the English Government the whole 
management of the survey-that was, that they 
would appoint all the officers anu men and pay 
them ; and that they were to have the whole 
expense in their own hands, and were to be 
guaranteed that the whole expense to them was 
not more than £4,000. Did ever mortal man 
ever hear of such an agreement? \Yhy, it was 
ridiculous ! The survey would cost a great deal 
more than if the colony undertook it. He re
peated what he had said before : He thnnght 
the English Government might have pursued 
a n1ore magnanimous course, as it had done 
before, and undertaken thew hole survey, without 
pressing Qneensland to contribute at all. 'rhat 
the colony could perform the survey as well as 
they could he had not the slighte~t doubt, and he 
was inclined to think from past experience that 
they conld perform it better. At all events, if 
the colony did do it they woulrl be spending their 
O\V11 111011ey and ]Jaying their 0\Vll officerH ; they 
would know whethm· the officerH did their work, 
and if they did not, Rmnething could be said 
about it when the Estimates came on. But all 
that power was taken completely away by the 
arrangement that had been made. He thought 
that, seeing the arrangement was Rnch an ex
travagant one, the Treasurer hiln~elf ou:.;ht to 
move that the amount of £2:,oo be recluuecl, 
because, according to his own showing, he only 
wanted £750 for six months. 
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The PREMIEE said he had made an error 
previously in saying that the Admiralty would 
pay the uo~t of navigating the stemner out. He 
unrlerRtood it was so till he looked at the corres
ponclenee n~·a.in; bnt, at all eventH, he thought 
!t w:" only reac;,mable that the colony should 
pav the eo;;t, eonsidering that it wa:; their 
mnr steamer. The colony woulrl have to rmy 
it under anv circnmstances. It struck him that 
the hon. gentleman wa~ doing jm~t what he was 
accwoing- the ""dmiralty of-he was dealing with 
the subject in a pettifogging spirit. If they 
blamed the Admiralty for quarrelling over a 
shilling, they oug-ht not to insi:;t on doing the 
same thing-. It did not occur to him that the 
colony ought to be so pettifogging. As the hon. 
gentleman knew, negotiations had passed between 
the Governments; ttnd the Admiralty were ttsked 
to contribute £4,000, and the colony £1,500. That 
wa~ clear enough. Now the Government asked 
for £2,!i00, ttnd the reason why they did so httd 
heen explained several times. The le:tter from 
the Admiralty wtts received on the 6th October, 
but the Estimates were completed tt consider
able time before that. 'fhe Government did 
not know what arrangements would be made, 
and so they put down £2,500. Betwee!'- £~00 
and £500 would be the expeme of navrgatmg 
the vessel out. The total cost was put down at 
£~,000, nf which £4,000 was contributed by the 
colony ttnd £4,000 by the Imperial Govern
ment, 'and thus £2,000 was required for siY 
months. But the colony would get £2,500 
bnck, just in the same way as with regard 
to school buildings : if an expense of £20,000 was 
>tuthorisetl, they would get £4,000 tts contributions 
from the local residents. The appropriation 
nf the whole of the money had to be authorised 
by Parliament, no matter from wlmt source it 
came ; the money still had to be spent by the 
colony. The ttmount on the I<:stimatE's, therefore, 
was r;erfectly correct tts it happened, though it 
wtts only by accident that it was so, >ts the Gov
ernment did not know at the tillle on whttt basis 
to calculate it. 

The Hox. S11t T. ::\IuiLWRAITH snid he 
did not think he owed any apoiogy for 
defending the interests of Queensland. But the 
hon. gentlemttn was very pertinacious in defend
ing the interests of the mother-country. Why, 
if he had been one of the Lords of the Admiralty 
defending a very lame agreement that they had 
been forced into by the Queensland Government, 
he could not have been more pertinacious. He 
(Sir T. Mcllwraith) spoke from long correspon
dence on the subject, and he sttid that the 
Queensland Government had been visibly de
frauded. There was an honourable understanding 
between the Queensland and English Govern
ments that they were jointly to bettr the expense 
of the survey, and the English Government 
recommended a better way of doing it, by 
which the expense could be reduced, ttnd the 
cost of the survey be a great deal less. The 
Government followed their recommendations 
and put on tt steamer, and then the Imperittl 
Government put forth an arrangement by which 
they were to pay only so much a year. They 
had embodied their ideas exttctly in the arrange
ment Mr. Hemmant httd made. 

'rhe PRK\HKR : Mr. Gttrrick nmde the 
arrangernent. 

The Hox. Sm 'r. MciL\VRAITH said it 
did not matter who was the man who mttde it. 
The ttmount ought to be reduced for the rettsons 
he had stated. There onght to be a distinct 
a;;reement limiting the liability of the colony. 
The Admimlty took cttre to limit their liability ; 
and the amount on the Estimates was sure to be 
exceeded, and Queensland would have to pay the 
balance. The Admiralty had the control of the 

expense, and that of itself was sufficient reason 
why they should be equally responsible. But he 
went on higher ground. The English Govern· 
ment were just as much entitled tn pay fnr the 
:;urvey of the coast as they were. If the Clovern
ment hired their own surveyor, >tnd made use of 
their own ve."l,.,el, they could do j nRt as good work, 
'wd lmve the satisfaction uf spending their own 
uwney. 

Mr. BEA 'l'TIE said that, tts the Premier had 
characterised some remarks as being of a pettifog
ging character with refm:ence to sav}ng a sn~all 
expenditnre, he would pomt out thttt rf any.thmg 
was pettifo~aing it was the lttst of those thrrteen 
terms of ag~~ement in the celebrated let~er which 
the Treasurer had read. It was a disgrace to 
the Admiralty. It began, as the Premier had 
said, with ttn insult to the colony, by say
ing that the gunboat wo~tld lie perfectly usele~s 
as a ''white elephant. That was a gmtm
tous piece of impertinence. The agreement had 
been accepted, and the Admiralty might httve 
told the Agent-Geneml how many men they pro· 
posed to employ and what would be the probable 
expenditure. The Agent-General was not sup
posed to know anything about the mtttter '· and 
took it for aranted that they, as professwnal 
men knew ~ore about it than he did. The 
exp~nditure might reach £5,000 or £6,000 
tt year; and as the Admiralty only agreed 
to contribute £4,000, the colony would have 
to find the difference. The Admiralty 
might have been more liberal, because they would 
receive as much benefit from the survey as 
Queensland would. The coast required to he 
surveyed for the benefit of all the maritime 
powers of the world who made use of the Torrec. 
Straits or the northern rottd to the Eastern 
possessions of Great Britain. They might have 
taken that into consideration, and not have tried . 
to saddle a little colony with two-thirds of the 
expenditure. 

The HoN. SIR T. MciLWRAITH asked if 
the Colonial Treasurer had made up his mind to 
amend his Estimates if he did not wttnt the 
.B2,500? 

The COLOXIAL TEEAS l'RER said that, as 
had been explained by his colleague, the money 
would probably be required, and he thought the 
appropriation ought to be made. 

The HoN. SIR T. l'IIciL WRAITH said he 
agreed with the Colonittl Treasurer that they 
would want the whole of the money, and if they 
stuck to the agreement they would have to spend 
double that amount next year. They had the 
experience of the last seven years to go by. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER sttid he 
would point out that, notwithstanding the re
peated ttpplications of the previous Government, 
they httd not succeeded in bringing about any 
greater despatch in the completion of the work. 
The present Government had at any mte got 
something done. It was a disgrace to the colony 
that for five yettrs the survey of the co>tst had 
been interrupted. lt was unwise parsimony to 
ttllow several hundred miles of the coast to remttin 
unsurveyed. The hon. member had not shown 
thttt anything he had done had tended to have 
the survey proceeded with, though it was a work 
oi pressing necessity. 

Mr. ARCHER said tlmt was a new phase of 
the subject. The survey was stopped simply 
because Queensland wtts paying a little oYer 
double the mnount the British Government 
were actually expending on the work. They 
paid over £iO,OOO, and the Brithh Gm'ernment 
expended £5,000, The hon_ member shon!d 
remember that in the years 1.878-79 and 1879-:oO 
there was a deficiency of£:277 ,000 in the Treasury. 
The moment that deficiency was changed into a. 
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surphts lt was at once propo;;ecl by the Premier 
that the survey should be re;;umed, as would be 
seen by the letters. Had the hon. member 
nllowed matters to take their conrse, the 
vessel would probably now have been out here 
surveying. He found that on the 4th of last 
. r anuary the recommendation of the Premier 
had been laid before the "\clmiralty, and the 
"\.dmiralty actually preparecl an estimate of the 
cost :-Steamer, £15,000; maintenance for 1884-5, 
.1:5,500; for 1885-G, £.'5,500; for 1S8G-7, £5,500; 
total, £31,.500; re-sale of the steamer, £7,000; 
leaving £24,000 of the cost to be divider! 
between the English Government and the 
Quemmland Government. Tl1e hon. member 
had altered the arrangements, and instead of 
expediting the matter he had retarded it con
siderably. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said the 
hon. gentlmnan had exaggerated the period during 
which the survey had been etnpped. It was 
two and a-half years, for one of which the present 
Government were responsible. He did not know 
what the hon. gentleman's opinion was about 
the policy of getting the gunboats for the colony. 
Whatever that might be, he (Sir T. Mcllwraith) 
believed in it, and, had he found that they were 
in any way an unusable article on their hands as 
gunboats, he would have said that there was no 
better use to which to apply them than in con
ducting the survey of the colony. But the 
colony ought to have clone the survey itself. 
There was very little reason for handing 
over the survey to the English Governuwnt, 
except to secure uniformity in the Admiralty 
charts. Now that they had all the machinery 
within tl1e colony for rua.king a Rurvey thetn
selves, they coul<l have made a survey withont 
employing anyone connected with tht-! ] 1~nglish 
(fovennnent, at as little expense a.x they were 
doing it uow for. It war-; nudoubtedl.v a. :-.;harne 
that the coast should not have been sm·ve_1·ed, 
hut the disgrace did not lie with Queensland, 
but with England, as, rather than consent to 
carry ont a bargain which she herself had made, 
she had insisted on recalling- her nwu office1·s. 
He s:tid that the prop<l'ed arrang-ement should 
uot be carried out. He believed that they 
ought to nndertake the surYey of the coast 
themselves, and that the nucleus of their navy 
should find employment in the colony by the 
colony and not by the Eng-lish Government. 
If they had clone so they would not have had 
the stigma cast on their little bit of a navy, 
that they could make no use of it, and that 
therefore it should be lent to them cheap. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAX said he would 
repeat a former question he had put, and ask the 
Colonial Secretary what was the ag-e of the fence 
at Gayndah? 

The PREMIER said he r<'ally did not remem
ber how old the fence was, but he knew that the 
age was taken into consideration in fixing the 
compensation at £200. 

The Ho:-~. SJR T. M elL WRAITH said he 
was not quite sure that that was the 
ground on which the conlpenr...;ation '\Ya8 given. 
He !mew that he had decid~d to remit 
the debt years ag-u, and the smu would be 
found in the Estiumtes. He thought it was 
J·ig-ht enough tlmt the (; aymhth people >hould 
receive the cornpen.-.;atic 111. They got n certain 
CUlUillon fl-cllll the C:-ovenunent, which they 
fenced in. rrhe G-orernnleut changed their 
policy, and threw the land open tn selection, thus 
l'e.-;urning the ground which had been given as a 
common, and for fencing whieh £!;00 hat! heen 
bono"·ed. The total debt uf the municipality 
was £5l:1. 

The COLONIAL TREAS'GRER : They ha,·e 
been paying their debts. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLvVRAITH: Paying 
their debts at Gaymlah ! 

The PREMIER: You do not know yonr own 
Act . 

The Hox. Sm T. i\IciLWRAITH said he 
wantecl a definite answer from the Premier as to 
whether that money was to reduce the debt, and 
was not to be paid by the Treasmy again'? 

Tl.e COLONIAL TRJ,AS1;RER said the 
£200 was the valuation arrived at by the police 
rnagi~t.rate, and when the G-aynd~th vote w~~K 
passed by the Committee, some time agu, thelr 
indebtedness was reduced. The Gayndah people 
paid their debts, as the interest was de,[uctetl 
from their endowment. 

'l'he Hox. Sm T. MciLWllAITH said that 
was an1)ther thing. 

The COLOKIAL TI-tEAS'UHER said that at 
present there was no claim ag-ainst t.hem by the 
Treasurer. 

Question put and passed. 

The COLOXIAL TREASURER moved 
that there be voted for the service of the 
year 1884-5 a sum not exceeding £36,i52fi to 
defray the expe11He of Customs salaries and 
contingencies. Hon. InerubertJ would observe 
that that an1ount in the aggregate W<.t~ Hmne
what less than was asked for last year. The 
amount voted last year was £3G,804. The in
creases of salaries, which were exceedingly 
numerous, represented £(i00, and new appoint
ments, £1,275, 1naking a tota.l actual increase of 
expenuiture of £1,H7ii. Against that there were 
deductious from salaries, '""d decreases in the 
iteum of cnntinge11ciet:;, uf £2,1;34, reducing the 
whole vote to .£3G,G2G, as against £3G,804last year. 
~L'he increase in the port of Brisbane iu salarie~ 
wa-; £210--one clerk, £2;); t\vo junior clerks, 
£1G each ; two other clerh, £20 ea.cl1 ; and four 
lauding·waiters, £2;') each, nnd a junior, £1.1; 
making a total of £210. There had been new 
appuint1nent.s anwunt1ng- to £;)00-one officer at 
£270 and another at £226. At l\Iarybmongh 
the salaries had been increased .£4:)-two junior 
clerh, one from £!)5 tu £100, and one from 
£180 to £200. At Bundaberg the increase "'''" 
£ii0 on salaries and £1i50 ou ne"· appointmeuts. 
'The sub-collector was set down for an increa.se 
of £50 because he had, during the year, beeu 
removed from the office of regi;;trar of births, 
deaths, and marriag-es, with its emoluments. 
'l'he duties of the Customs necessitated his more 
constant attention, and on account of the loss of 
those emoluments the Government thought it 
only right to make the increase. At Port Curtis 
there was an increase of £20 to the clerk, and at 
Rockhampton an increase of £30 to the sub-col
lector, and £25 to a cleric At Mackay it was 
proposed to increase the salary of J\h. MacCarthy, 
the sub-collector, from £350 to £400. The salary 
was a low one for the sub-collector of customs at 
one of the principal ports, and Mr. MacCarthy 
was a very efficient officer. At Cardwell there 
was a reduction of £100, on acconnt of the death 
of the late suh-collector. There was an increase 
of .f2i) tn the officer at llnngeness. At Cooktown 
the ~mb-co11ector was pnt down for an iucrpa.:-;e of 
t£)0. Mr. l<'nhey was a very old officer in the 
departlJlent, and it was only right tlmt he should 
have a salary equal to that of the sub-collector 
at Hockhampton and 'J'ownsville. At Cain" 
there was an increase of £100, but that repre
sented a new appointment rendered necessary 
by the increasing trade of the port. At NorlWLll
ton, which \V[l,l-3 becotning a port of considerable 
ilnportanee._ there was an incl'eaGe of :-::aJary to 
one clerk of £25, and a new appointment at 
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£150; and at Burket.own, the officer in charge 
was increased horn £200 to £250. That was the 
total of the increases and new appointments. 

Mr. J<'ERGUSON asked whether there had 
been any irregularities in the Customs Depart
ment at Rockhampton. Rumours to that effect 
hacl reached him. If those rumours were true, it 
was only right the public should klHhv what had 
occmred ; if not it should be made known in 
juHtice to the officers of the Rockhampton 
Cust01us. He wonld not report wluct lw had 
heard until he heard what the Colonial T1·easurer 
had to say on the matte!'. 

The COII)NIAL TREASURER said that 
recently one of the audit hmpectors rnade a very 
dose andit of the .Rockhampton accounts, from 
which it was discovered that the devartment 
there was not in satisfactory working order ; 
althoug·h nothing worse tha,n inattention or 
negligence wa~ di~cloHed. 'rhat Htate of thinc)'s 
was not likely again to occur. It would he 
l1etter for the hon. member to state exactly what 
he had hearcl. All he knew was the information 
he received from the audit report, which induced 
hjm to at.huini~ter a \'ery ~evere cen~-5nre to the 
department. Mr. Kilner, the gub-co!lector, wa>< 
a very old servant of the department, but he had 
placed him,.;elf in a false position by being in
tereoted in the salvage of the "Deutchland," a 
ve"sel wrecked in Keppel Bay, and, the ship's 
papers being lost, the amount of dutiable goods 
could only be ascertained from the boat-notes. 
That was a transaction from which Customs 
officers should always keep aloof; bnt he had 
no reason to believe, from the information that 
had reached him, that Mr. Kilner had behaved 
in that matter in any other than an honest and 
straightforward manner. He was inclined to 
think that the Rockhamptun department would 
show an improvement in the future. 

The HoN. SIR T. JVIciLWRAI'rH: Does the 
hon. gentleman put that forward to the Com
mittee as a rPason why Jlilr. Kilner's salary 
should be increased from £47,') to £500? 

The COLONIAL THEASUREit said the 
increase was put down before that transaction 
came to his knowledge; otherwise he certainly 
would not have put it on the Estimates. At th'e 
same time, the matter was fully investigated, 
and there was nothing to justify anyone in 
irnagining that Yrr. ICilner took anv advantage 
of his position to defraud the revenue. 

Mr. FERGUSOK said he might as well state 
what he had been told, and then the Colonial 
Treasurer could inform the Committee whether it 
was correct or not. What he heard was that 
::\Ir. Kilner had an interest in the wreck of the 
"Deutchland," and that the vouchers for the dutv 
were destroy eel, or did not go through the office. 
He did not know through whose office vouchers 
nf that kind should go through. Mr. Connolly 
had, he was told, taken money fur overtime when 
he was uot there at all. He had known for 
some time .that things had not been going on in 
a very satisfactory way m the office, and that 
~vas not the first charge against the Rame officer. 
He was almost certain he was stating wh<>t were 
facts, but he would like the Colonial Treasurer 
to say whether he was doing so or not. 

The HoN. Sm T. M oiL WRAITH said he 
understood that the "Deutchland" was a vessel 
that wa.s wrecked, and all the cargo that was 
xaved ca.1ne to J-tockhan1pton; and, of cour~e, it 
had to pay duty to a certain extent. He under
stood from the Colonial Treasurer that the 
ordinary in voic(~s were rendere(l useless for the 
pnrpo.'3e of declaring the value of the cargo ; and, 
therefore, it remained with some officer in the 
Govemm.ent service to fix the value of those 

goods on which there was duty to be paid. That 
duty naturally devolved upon the sub-collector, 
who actually had to fix the duty 011 his own 
goods, and lJaicl accordingly. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: That 1s 

not it. 
The Hox. SIR T. MciL\VRAITH said he 

wished to know what it was? The fact of the 
ship being wrecked did not destroy the invoices 
of the goods. The invoices cmne out by the 
mail. 

The COLOXIAL TREASURER said the 
\'essel was \.Vrecked and the cargo sold, he 
thought, at auction, ancl J\lr. Kilner becanw 
interested in it. There was no assessment made 
upon such things as bottled beer and spirits 
that had a fixed duty ; but, in the case of ad 
valm·em goods, they were sold and the duty paid 
according to the account sales. That wa.s the 
Cf"e at Itockhampton. Still it was undesirable 
that i\lr. Kilner should lmve been in any way 
connected with the transaction. He was dis
tinctly there as the representative of the Govem
-ment iu connection ·with the revenue, a.nd, in 
that position, he ought to have held him
self entirely aloof fwm being mixed up with 
a transaction of that sort. \Vith regard to 
the boat -notes in the month of May, 
the Audit Inspector (Mr. Ham) visited Rock
hampton, and was shown the whole tmnsac
tion, and saw the boat-notes repre~enting the 
bills of lading, They were produced, but were 
left in the custody of :Ylr. Cunnolly, the second 
officer. Jlilr. Connolly, in the month of ,June or 
,Tnly, obt>einecl leave of absence, tmd during his 
absence Jlilr. Peterson, another audit inspector, 
paid a visit to Rockhampton. As hon. members 
vvere a.ware, an audit inspector visited Ciov
ernment departments without any notice 
whatever. Jlilr. Peterson wished to trace back 
the matter, and p;o over the work of Mr. 
Ham, but when he inquired for the boat
notes he found they had been destroyed. 
He obtained copies of the boat-notes from the 
ship's agents, not the ones that had come with 
the cargo ; and Mr. Cmmolly had given it as his 
explanation that tl: ose boat-notes having been 
presented and done their duty they had been 
destroyed, they being of no further use in Rock
hampton. That was a grave mistake to make. 
The other matter was that Mr. Connolly received 
payment for overtime to which he was not 
entitled. Hon. members would be aware that 
ov<Ortime was not paid by the Government, but 
by the agents of vessels which required the 
services of Custom-house officer,;. While Mr. 
Connolly was absent, a certain amount of over
time fees were collected at Rockhampton and 
entered in the books in :!Yfr. Connolly's name, 
notwithstanding his absence; on his return he 
received that overtime, and his explanation was 
that he had recei\"ed it from Mr. Lawson, the 
cashier, who was in the habit of making up the 
overtime accounts and handing the money over to 
the officer to whom it was due. Mr. Kilner was 
not in any way implicated in that matter, 
because he (Mr. Dickson) took particular J•airm 
to inqPire into it. 

The Hox. SIR T. MciLWRAITH: Is i\li, 
Connolly down for an increase? 

The COLONIAL THEASUHER said he was 
not. Mr. Kilner had nothing to do with the 
overtime matter, He had no complicity with it, 
and the charge against him was that he onght 
to have known all about it, and made him,elf 
thoroughly satisfied with the state of the office. 
Mr. Lawson handed over the amount of over
time without consulting anybody, and snch 
action could not be too highly condemned. 
At the same time there was nothing in 
the matter that would justify any severe!' 
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measures being dealt out to Mr. Kilner than 
what had been already taken; but with regard 
to Mr. Connolly the Government had in contem
plation a possible change in the department as 
soon as possible. 

Mr. STEVENSON said there seemed to be a 
very happy family in the office at Rockhampton. 
Mr. Connolly took the blame for Mr. Kilner, 
and Mr. Lawson took the blame for Mr. Connolly. 
Mr. Kilner it appeared was to receive an increase 
of salary because he had neg-lected his duties, 
but he could not understand why that increase 
should be given, because from year to 
year when the Estimates had been going 
through something had come up against him. 
He brought a charge against him on two different 
occasioJts for employing Custom-house men in 
building a house and making a garden. That 
w:ts a notorious fact in Rockhampton, and he had 
never gone there without everyone having some
thing to say against Mr. Kilner. He knew 
it was not simply hearsay about employing 
the men, because he knew it himself. Mr. 
Kilner employed sometimes as many as two 
and three men to do his own private work. Last 
year that charge was made and the Colonial 
Treasurer promised to investigate it. He did not 
know whether that had been done, but at nJl 
events it was high time a change was made at 
Rockhampton, and he thought, notwithstanding 
what the Colonial Treasurer had said, that the 
head of the department should be removed. 
That would be a solution of the difficulty. It was 
time Mr. Kilner had a change, for he had been 
doing far too well in Rockhampton. It wonld 
not so much matter if he acted honestly, but it 
was dishonest in a man who got £400 a year from 
the Government using the labour for which 
the country paid. 

The HoN. SIR T. MoiLWRAITH said 
members of the Committee did not understand 
exactly the technical terms used by the Colonial 
Treasurer, and probably did not know what 
boat-notes were. They should understand that 
the boat-notes destroyed were the record from 
the ship that was to prove to the Government 
what were the actual dutiable goods landed, and 
those were destroyed by an officer of the depart
ment, thinking they were of no use after being 
audited. That was about the most extraordinary 
admission he had heard. Did the duplicates that 
were got from the agents bear the impress of 
being original, and not documents made in the 
colony? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER : They were 
simply statements made up by a merchant or 
agent. 

The HoN. SIR T. MciLWRAITH: YeR; so 
were the original boat-notes. He thought it 
was time Mr. Kilner found some other field in 
which to practise his mercantile ability. If he 
could conduct a transaction of that kind and hA 
forgiven, they might give up their control over 
the Customs' Department altogether. No man 
in his senses would ever have dreamt of having 
connection with such a transaction, and if the 
Collector of Customs in Brisbane entered into 
such transactions he would be told to go, pretty 
quickly. He would not be allowed to say how 
much duty should be paid upon goods of his 
own itnporting. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: No, no; 
that was not done. 

The HoN. SIR T. MciLWRAITH said that 
was the ordinary system by which ctd 1!ctlo?·em 
duties were assessed.' If the duty could not be paid 
in any other manner, there was a certain duty 
on a certain number of articles; but in the 
present case it was no matter what the fixed 
duty was, becan'e lYir. Kilner wa" the only 
jqd!>il of what ~ l:!of!t-nut~ ~y;w, 'file faot of t)le 

duty being fixed did not clear him, because he 
was the only judge whether that amount was cor
rect or not. The audit officer going up, and 
seeing that those boat-notes agreed with the 
amount of duty, did not certify that the Govern
ment got the amount of duty that was actually 
due to them, because the officer who was con
nected with the landing of those goods was 
himself the judge whether 10 or 150 cases of beer 
had been landed. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said when 
the vessel was wrecked an officer was sPnt down 
in charge, and on the cargo being delivered a 
boat-note was sent in duplicate to the agent ami 
the consignee. The original boat-notes, on which 
duty was paid and entries passed, were des
troyed after they had been submitted to Mr. 
Ham. When lYir. Petersen re-investigated the 
matter the notes not being in existence, he ap
plied t~ the agent for the dupiicates, and on their 
being produced they correspondeclentirelywi~h.the 
entries which had been made from the ongmal 
boat-notes. 'With that check it was impossible 
that Mr. Kilner could have landed any goods 
beyond what were described in the duplicate 
boat-notes unless they were forgeries. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH oaid that 
was just the point. ::\'l:r. Kilner was the actual 
owner of the goods ; and as the owner he fixed 
the duty to be paid on them. 

The COLONIAL TREASuRER said the 
tide-waiter issued the boat-notes in duplicate
one copy to go to the Customs and the other to 
the agent of the wreck company. Those latter 
were the boat-notes which were counterparts of 
the original ones which had been destroyed. 

The HoN. SIR T. MoiLWRAITH said 
he understood that, but what he said was 
that the sub-collector of customs, by his own 
action, put himself in the position that he ~ad 
to decide-subject to the honesty of the tide
waiter, a man who knew who was the owner of 
the goods-the duty he would have to pay. 
Actually he was the jndge of whether he should 
pay duty to the Government on, say, three 
cases of beer, or upon six. So far from t~1at 
beino- a venial dereliction of duty, for whwh 
he should be simply censured, a man w_ho 
could so misconceive his duties should be m
stantly dismissed from the G~JVernment servi::e. 
It was the most abominable pwce of malpractiCe 
he had ever heard brought forward while the 
Estin1ateR were going through. 

Mr. :FERGUSON said he had been asked to 
brino- the matter forward by the people of 
Rockhampton. He did not bring i_t forwa:d t_o 
harm anyone, but because he considere?- It ~Is 
duty to do so. He had no personal ammosity 
against either of the gentlemen1 as _they were b~>th 
his friends ; but he considered It his dut:y to brmg 
the matter forward, because the public never 
heard of such things if they were not men~ioned 
in the House. There were several towns m the 
colony-Townsville, Rockhampton, and 1\'Iary
borough-which were about equal in_importance; 
and he believed it would be far bettenf there was a 
chanue of officers every five or six years. Some
time~ officers re1nained too long in a place ; they 
formed connections which prevented them from 
doino- their duty properly, and it would be better 
to ;'emove them occasionally. The Customs 
officials at Rockhampton might be removed tu 
Townsville or Maryborough, for instance. 

Mr. LISSNER: vVe do not want them. 

Mr. FERGUSON said he was speaking in 
the interests of the w h•1le colony, and not of any 
particular place. Mr. Kilner lmd been too !ong 
in Rockhampton, and it would be bett,er lf ~e 
"lld otlwr otficer~ were removed, 
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The COLOXIAL TREASURER said that, 
after the expression of opinion in the Committee, 
he would move a reduction of the increase to the 
sub-collector at Rockhampton. It was put on 
the Estimates before that informr~tion came to 
his knowledge. ·with regard to Mr. Kilner 
etnploying Guvernrr1ent. n1en for priva,te purposes, 
no representations to that effect had ever been 
made to him. He intended to move that his 
salary be reduced Ly £23. 

J\lr. AHCHER said that, of course, he did not 
at all intend that the sr~huy should Le reduced. 
He would call attention to another rmttter of 
rather a peculiar nature. The Collector of Cus
tom~ in Bri~bane, who hn,d the nu1nagen1ent of a 
large departntent, received a salary of £700 a 
year, while the sub-collector at Maryborough had 
£.)ii0, and a house which was certainly worth 
£1i\O a year. There were other sub-collectors 
al~o with sitnilar ba.larie8, bet:>ides allowances, so 
that they received as much, or nearly as much, 
a,.; the Collector of Customs in Brisbane. 

Mr. ALAND said he did not think the 
Tret1Fmrer had given them a good reason 'vhy the 
salaries of the l>Lnding-waiters and sub-collectors 
in different parts of the colony should be in
creased. As he had said when the Estimates 
were first brought on, it appeared to him 
tha.t thn:-;e officers who were receiving salaries 
of over £:300 were getting- then1 increased, 
whilst no incrca~es were given to ofFcers with 
Hn1aller salaries. It would be said, no 
doubt, that the gentlemen g·etting £374, £475, 
!:3ti0, and so on, were old servants of the 
Government; lmt he SUPJ•Osed they were not 
ohler servants than those who were getting £110 
and f:l20, and yet their salaries were not to be 
increased. They ought to have more information 
from the Treasurer about tho.e increases. \Vith 
reference to the Rockhampton matter, he knew 
that every year since he had been in the House 
there had been some fault found with the sub
collector there. He thought that if year after 
year con1plaints \Vere 1nade in the House-corn
pbints which took their rise in the towns where 
the otlicial lived-tlH' Government ought to 
give so rue consideration to thern. He was 
quite sure that if removals were to take place 
now a.nd again among the officials it vvould be a 
benefit to the colony. Some years ago a discus
sion took place in the House, in which a very 
general opinion 'vas expressed that Governn1ent 
officers, especially those hol<ling positions of 
responsibility, ought to be shifted occasionally. 
Police tnagi.':'ltrates, for instance, ought not to 
hold their appointments in any town too long. 
He hoped the Trca.surer would give them some 
good reasons for the proposed increJtst·s, becauf-3e, 
if not, he (J\Ir. Allmd) should feel it his duty to 
move that the vote be reduced by £275. Hon. 
members ought not to forget to look at the 
schedule. JI.Iost of the sub-collectors had some
thing besides the actual salary ; they each had 
a house, which was quite equal to £7i\ or £100 a 
year. 'l'here were the sub-collectors at Bunda
l>erg, at Rockhmnpton, at J\Iackay, and at Cook-
town. Their increases amounted to £275. · 

The COLONIAL THEASURER said the 
fir;.;t item objected to by the hon. member was 
that of landing-\vaiters . .Kow, those offiett•rs were 
rArt1 gna.rdinuR of the revenue ; a.nd, considering 
the very large anwunt of revenue received frorn 
the Customs nnd the greatly increased duties 
they hqd to perfonn, he did not think the small 
incretLHe..; were nn1nerited. The la,nding-\vaiter~ 
in tl1is colony received very rnuch lower pn.y than 
thm.;eiu ~ew South \Vales or \lictoria; a.nd any
one convet·sant with the duties would know that 
they had the greatest responsibility of all the 
otlicers of the Oovernment departments. He 
111ight also n1ention that the nurnber of wharve~ 
they ht\1] t·o :~t.tend wn" also nnv:h increase,j, 

Mr. ALAND: You have an extra man. 
The COLONIAL TREASURER said that a 

very large number of new wharves had been 
built and were in course of construction, and 
the landing-waiters had their time very fully 
employed. The hon. gentleman seemed to 
think that the Estimn,tes had been extravagantly 
framed ; but such was not the case. He had 
spoken of several sub-collectors getting £500 
a year, but no sub-collector received so much, 
ex~pt the one at Townsville, who had Pn
joyed that salary for years. It was proposed 
to' give the sub-collectors at the principal ports 
of the colony a salary of £500 a year to place 
them on the same footing as the officer at 
Townsville. The trade of Hockhampton was 
certainly equal to that of Townsville. ·with 
regard to ::Ylaryborough, the salary of £550 was 
attached to the office there in the time of the 
former Government, and when Mr. Taylor was 
appointed he ha,d been receiving £500 in Bris
bane. He thought the hon. member for Blackall 
made that appointment, and if there was any 
objection it should have been taken then. 

Mr. ARCHEI{ : I am not finding fault with it. 
The COLO~IAL TREASUHER: With 

regard to Bnndaberg, where the salary was pro
posed to be increased to £450, he would remind 
hon. members tllat the trade of the port had 
increased very considerably. The revenue from 
Customs was £12,850, as against £9,000 in the 
precedingo year. The shipping had increased by 
30,000 tons; the tonnage of foreign and inter
colonial vessels being 39,000 tons, as against 
8,000 tons the preYious year; and the coasters 
were 317 vessels with a tonnage of 84,533, as 
against 249 vessels with an aggregate of 61,000 
tons. 'l'hat was unmistakable evidence of the 
increase of importance of the port, and jus
tified the increase to the sub-collector. He 
would not weary the Committee with statistics 
of the other ports, but they all showed a great 
increase in the Customs Department. With 
regard to Conktown, he might say that Thir. 
Fahey had performed duties of an exceptional 
ch,uacter. He had gone on exploring expeditions, 
and was a most indefatig·able man in endeavour
ing to help those who were in trouble, or rescue 
shipwrecked people along the coast. \Vhen it 
was proposed to remove an officer, it had to be 
remembered that it was not always easy 
to find a place he would suit. Perhaps he 
had exceptional abilities which fitted him for 
particular work. ::VIr. Fahey was an excellent, 
indeed an exemplary officer, as he saw by a 
report he had received from the Auditor
General last week; and at the present time no 
post could be found which would suit him so 
well as Cooktown. He should be sorry to re
move an officer who carried out his duties in such 
a satisfactorv manner. He had been in the service 
twentyyea1·8, and had always given satisfaction. 
The increase in the revenue at Mackay was 
£6,000, the collection being £29,000 for 1883-4 aR 
against £23,000 in 1882-3. The increase proposed 
to be given to Mr. MacCarthy was £ii0. He harl 
had no increase for five years, and when appointed 
to Mackay had expected to receive the .,ame 
emoluments as his predecessor, who got £25 as 
shipping master, and £25 as local inspector of 
distilleries. Those emolumentR had not been 
enjoyed by Mr. l\IacCarthy, and, from the man
ner in which he had discharge<! his duties, the 
Committee would consider the increase deserved. 

Mr. BLACK •mirl he noticed from the returns 
laid on tlte table that th.e revenue at Mackay in 
1883-4 was £2\312, against £1 fl,OOO last yeal'. 
There might po<sibly be some other source of 
revenne, but there \Vas a seriow:3 discrepancy 
between the,.;e figures and those mentioned by 
the Colonial Treastjrer, 
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The COLONIAL TRRASURER sftid that 
the £2H, 000 included the excise and pilotage 
dues, which formed part of the CustomH receipts. 

Mr. BLACK said he was quite willing to 
accept the explanation given about the necessity 
for the increaoe to the salaries; but he noticed 
that the s>tme system prev>tiled all through the 
F~stimates. There we1·e invari>tbly increases to 
the sala1·ies of the officers of the higher bmnches 
of the Civil Service, >tnd almost as persistently 
an ignoring of the clahns of those in an inferior 
position, who seemed to h>tve very few advocates 
when the Estim>ttes came forw>trd in cmn· 
mittee. He would refer to a class of men-the 
boatmen-whose time was fully occupied in an 
arduous work- men, genemlly speaking, with 
large families, and the emoluments attached 
to .whose office never seemed to receive any con· 
sideration. He found there were two scales of 
payment. There was one at Brisbane, one at 
Maryboroug-h, and one at Rockhampton, all with 
the small salary of £96 each. At Townsville, 
the four boatmen got £120 each, but in theN orth, 
at Cooktown, Dungeness, Port Douglas, and 
Bnrketown, where the expense of living was very 
much higher than in the South, they only got 
£108. Considering that those men wer<eengaged 
in a dangerous occupation, they should have some 
consideration shown them. On two previous 
occasions he had referred to that matter, and had 
been led to believe that it would be looked into 
in framing the next Estimates ; and he should 
refer to it again when they came to the boatmen 
employed in harbonrs, who were still more 
underpaid than the Customs boatmen. ·when 
the revenue of the colony was increasing he 
assumed that the work was incre.asing, and when 
that was made the ground of increasing the 
salaries of the heads of departments, he thought 
those employed in an inferior capacity should 
receive some consideration also. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said the 
question of the salaries of the boatmen had been 
considered. But it must he remembered that 
there were a large number of boatmen employed 
in the Customs and other departments, and if 
they commenced making exceptions in one 
department they should have to make them all 
uniform. The duties of the boatmen in the 
North were not so arduous. Some years a.go the 
boatmen in Townsville had a very long distance 
to pull out to the mail steamers in the offing, 
and their salaries h>td been increased to £120, 
which was a very fair remuneration. Now they 
were conveyed by steam launch, and they had 
not the same amount of work as formerly. 
He did not think that a boatman with £120 a 
year was to be commiserated. Considering his 
scale in social life, he would live better on that 
salary than a gentleman who had to maintain 
the position of sub-collector on £350 a year. The 
question was a very large one, and he could not 
see his way to increasing wages. Every year the 
rate of living was becmning chea1Jer in the 
North, and £120 a year was a very fair remunera
tion. 

Mr. BLACK said the hon. gentleman S]Joke 
of the large number of boatmen, and that to in
crease their salaries would be a heavy strain on 
the revenue. Did he know how many boatmen 
there were altogether? \Vhy, at the whole ports 
there were only twenty-two. The hon. gentle
man said they wNe reasonably well paid at £120. 
He would be verfectly satisfiecl if all were paid 
£120. Those in the Northern ports only got 
£108, which was a difference of £12 a year, or .5s. 
a week-a sum which, to those men, would be '" 
consideration. There were five places where 
they only got £108, and where sustenance was 
not so very cheap, for it was from 10 to 15 per 
cent. higher than down south. In the Northern 

ports they only got £10K-one at Burketown, 
three at Port l)ouglaR, two at Dungeness, two at 
Ctdrns, and two at Cooktown, or ten altogether. 
If the whole of those men were placed on '1 
similar footing to those in the southern portion 
of the colony, it would only amount to £120 a 
year. That was the heavy burden which that 
generosity was likely to entail on the revenue of 
the coluny. 

Mr. STEV:EXSO:'f said he thought the 
Colonial 'Treasurer, by his explanations, had 
made matters worse instead of better. As had 
been pointed out, the whole of the increases 
were given to the men who were getting the 
highest salaries. In some few cases the increases 
might be justifiable; but the present was a very 
inopportune time to increase salaries in that 
wholesale way. Things were not in a particu
larly prosperous state in the colony at the 
present time, and the burdens on the taxpayers 
ought not to be increased more than was absolutely 
necessary. During the present year a very large 
class had been totally deprived of their incomes, 
to say nothing of many of them having been 
entirely ruined ; and other classes had not been 
doing particularly well. Nor had the increases 
been well considered. Take the case of the 
Rockhampton sub-collector-even if that charge 
had not turned up, what justification was there 
for the increase ? None, that he could see. 
Then, with regard to the tide-waiters, it wa~ 
argued that their "''Jaries should be raised be
cause more wharves had come into existence. 
That might be an argument in favour of more 
men, but certainly not of higher salaries; because 
a man could not be on two or three wharves at 
the same time. It would have been better if the 
Colonial Treasurer had framed his J~stimates as 
nearly as possible- on the lines of last year. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said it was an 
exaggeration to speak of the increases as ''whole
sale" increases, when the total }tlllount of increases 
was only £57il ont of a total vote for salaries of 
£36,000. And thnt amount would not have heen 
nearly so large but for the amount given to 
officers in X orthern ports, whose claims had beeu 
>tdvocated by hon. member,; year after year. 

The HoN. Sm T. MaiL WRAITH said the 
hon. gentle1nan was n1i~stating the caRe. There 
was nn amount of £2,000 for refundment.s and 
clrawbttcks on last year's Estimates, which did 
not now appear. 

'l'he COLOKIAL THEASliRER said tlm 
did not affect the estimate as to salaries. 

The HoN. Sm T. M oiL WRAITH said that, 
with regard to the boatmen ~:5 sala.ries, he quite 
agreed with what had been nrged by the hon. 
member for lYrackay. The solemn way in which 
the Colonial 'l'reasurer spoke of the position the 
colony would be placed in if it increased the 
salaries of those men was absurd when they con
sidered how very few of them there were. lt 
was rather remarkable that all the increases were 
to the big salaries, and not to the working men. 

Mr. ALAKD said he intended to show his 
dissatisfaetion with the wav in which the Esti· 
mates had been framed by 'moving that the Yote 
be reduced by £275. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciL\VR)ciTH sotid he 
hoped the Committee would not rest satisfied 
with the result of the vote on the salary of 
the sub-collector at Hockhampton. The facts 
brought out were sufficient to justify the Gov
errnnent in taking rnuch ~tronger fLction ·with 
regctrd to that officer. It would be hardly fair to 
inflict discomfort on the rest of the officers of the 
department, by having a general shifting because 
one officer had shown that he was no longer fit for 
his po"ition. \Yhen he was Colonial Treasurer 
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charges were repeatedly made ag-ainxt Mr. Kilner, 
some of them being to the effect that his hntcher 
and baker and all his other tradesmen were rxtid 
by the Government. \Vitnesses could not be 
got to prove tho~e charges. 'fhe smne thing 
occurred in the tirne of his successor, vvho seerned. 
scttisfied that the ch:trg·es, though not proved, 
'\vere not groundless. _._\_t)ast a charge had been 
sheeted home to :\fr. Kilner-a charge of a 
natul'e which rendered him incapable of occnpy
ing any position in the Governrneut service. lf e 
hoped the Colonial Trectsnrer would give the 
Committee some information as to whether they 
intended to reconsider i\Ir. Kilner's pcJsition in 
the service with the view of getting rid of him 
altogether. 

The COLO:I'\IAL TREASURER said that 
if he had had the slightest suspicion th:tt i'vll'. 
Kilner was dishonest he should have dismissed 
him immediately, but after a full investigation 
of all the circmrtstances of the Citse he had not 
been able to arrive at th:tt conclusion. He 
did not consider it was desirable to place public 
officers in a position of uncertainty-liable to 
he changed simply through the want of judg
ment 011 the part of one person. It was a serious 
thing tu change the Kub-collectors at the different 
ports. It would do a serious injm·y to ports like 
Townsville and Cooktown, where the adminis
tration was excellent. As tu the repeated charges 
that had been made against Mr. Kilner, the 
present was the only instance since he had been 
in office, and during the time he was in office 
previously not a single charge was brouuht 
against him, and he challenged the recordt of 
the Treasury to show any. He could not accept 
the position which the hon. leader of the 
Opposition wished him to. If he thought that 
anything dishonest had been done he should 
certainly have taken prompt steps; but he did not 
see that there was anything to justify the ap]Jlica
tion of the term "dishonesty" in any way. 

The HoN. Sm T. MaiL WRAITH said he 
had never heard of the case before, and he went 
entirely upon the admissions made by the 
Tregsurer so far as the ca.se \Vas concerne'cl. It 
appeared that JYlr. Kilner was sub-collector of 
customs at Rockhampton, and that he bought, or 
was a J?artner with others who bought, the wreck 
of a slup. The g·oods from that ship were brought 
up, and the only record the Government had as 
to the amount nf duty paid upon those goods 
was mnde by the officers under the chariTe 
of Mr. Kilner. They were made in dupli
cate, one copy being· kevt by the Govern
ment and the other one sent to the agents 
of the ship. Mr. Kilner and his officers 
had the power of fixing the amount of duty 
that they should pay on tho;;e goods. They 
could not :tlter the tariff, hut they could state 
the fJUantity. When the audit inspector came 
Ul> he found that duty had been paid on the 
goods, according to the boat-notes. Another 
officer came, and, finding that the matter was 
wol'thy of further investigation, he asked for 
thos~ vouchers to be prorluced, and was t•>ld by 
the collector, and by his subordinate, that all 
tho~e do~nments were destroyed, giving as a reason 
tlutt havmg been once audited they were not re
srm_red. The fact of any officer being so wanting 
m JUdgment as to not thoroughly understand that 
it was his duty to keep all records that were 
vouchers for money matters, would be n, sufficient 
reason for retnoving such a.n officer, and the 
fact of the destruction was a proof of dishonesty. 
In the case of Wr. Connolly, he was down in the 
books for overtime that was actually paid to 
him when he w:os not in I-tockharnpton at all. 
That could not have been done without eithel' 
the collusion of the sub-collector, or by his failinor 
t perform his cluties. Xo member i'n the Com~ 

mittee would doubt that the sub-collector must 
ha,ve knovvn that there \Va~ a n1an in hif.; office 
who Wl1S paid overtime \Yhen he wn,s actually 
sporting himself down in 7\lelboume. \Vith 
those facts J>r<wed against him, did the Treasurer 
consi<ler it a thing that should he passed over< 
The Colonial Treasurer thought the cause of 
justice would be served by giving hirn a caution, 
and telling hhn not to do it again. It WfL~ ~t very 
bad example. Treatment like that colllrl only 
induce htxity in the whole service, and the Com
mittee should expres.< its disappruve1! of the 
action of the Goverrnnent. He wonld base 
gone entirely npon the fttcts a8 given by 
the sub-collectol' himself. That man acted 
dishonestly in allowiug l\1r. Connolly to 
accept overtime that he really did not perform, 
no n1atter frnn1 ·what tlource the 1noney cmue 
from which he was paid. All those things ought 
to he taken into consideration by the Govel'n
ment, who ought at once to undertake that 
they would not allow an officer to escape by 
simply disapproving of what he had done; he 
had been guilty of di.shone><t.y, and collusion with 
another man. 

The COI,OXIAL TREASFREI-t s:tid he had 
inf}uired iuto the matter, and found that ::'IIr. 
Kilner had rw knowle<lg-e wluttever of the ovel'
tirne He was deserving of censure for not 
having the whole of the tr:tns:tctions under his 
supervision; and he should h:tve certified to the 
payments, and been responsible for the over
time. The custom in the department was tlmt 
the cashier kept the overtime book, and Mr. 
Kilner had no knowledge of the amonnt, or whieh 
officers received it. 

Mr. STEVENSON said the hon. Treasurer 
had told them that no writings conld he found iu 
the Treasury to show that any complaints had 
bePn made until the present one ~tgainst Mr. 
Kilner. 

The COLOXIAL TREASURER: During 
the time I was in office previously. 

Mr. STEVENSO)f said he knew that, when 
the hon. rnmnber for l\[ulgrave waH Treasurer, 
representations were rrmde to hnn with reference 
to JYlr. Kilner's conduct; and again, when the 
hem. member for Dl:tckall was Treasurer, the 
sa1ne thing W"-ts going on. l-Ie thought, if 
the hon. member took the trouble to look up 
the pages of Hcmsnnl any time within the last 
three yea1·s, he would find that something hac! 
been said in regard to those complaints each 
ye:tr. It was no new thing, and it seemed most 
stmnc:e that the Treasurer still persisted in 
;;aying that he could not remove Mr. Kilner. 
He knew there was the very greatest dis;;atbfac
tion in the Rockhampton district about that 
man, and when complaints were so constantly 
being made there must be some justification for 
them. 

Mr. ARCHER said a complaint was made 
when he was in the Treasury by the hon. mem
ber for N ormanby that lYir. Kiln er had been em
ploying Government servants to do his private 
work. He did what he could to find out the 
truth of the report; but it was most difficult to 
get people to come forward and substantiate the 
charges. He had, therefore, given up investi
gating cases of that kind, nnless people were 
willing to prove the charges they macle. He 
called upon Mr. Kilner for an explanation, 
and the re"1lt was he wa" severely censured for 
what he himself admitted. He could not now 
exactly recall the circumstances of the case, hut 
he knew he clid all h0 could to inquire into the 
charges, and the people who made them wunld 
not come forward. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said he 
would receive information on no such conditions 
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as the hon. member mentioned ; but if he had 
a complaint made of any officer in his depart
ment he would at once endeavour to rectify it, 
and find a remedy for the abuse. He should 
inquire into the truth of any malpractic"s 
brought before hin1, and ·would take care 
that they were di,continued. He wonkl look 
np the worcls refenecl to by the hon. mem
ber for Blackall, ttnd would issue a direetiou 
that for the future no officer in his dep:utrnent 
Rhonld mnploy 1nen receiving Gover1nuent ptty to 
(lo their private \Vork. 

The Hox. Sm T. J\LuiLWRA TTH ,aid he 
hoped the Colonial Treasurer would not insult 
all the othm· g·entlen1cn in the ~ervice ln~ issuin(r 
any directionc of the sm·t. To issne a 'directio~ 
that they were not to employ Government labonr 
would not in any way rer11edy the evil. Such a 
tl:ing was not done by any Ill:-t.n unless he w a.:-; 
chshonest, and he thought it would be a pooiti ve 
insult tu i;;sue any sueh direction. 

l\J r. AlWHER said he agreed with the 
Colonial Treaomrer that if a person could snbstan
tinte a charge it was his duty to inquire into it, 
but hi' (l\lr. Archer's) experience was that 
people would not corno forward, and it wa.s alntost 
hopeleHK to try and get them to do so. They cer
tainly could not be compdled to vroYe a chcu-ge 
after they had made it. 

Mr. STEVENSON said he would ask theTrea
snrer in reg:ud to the overtime that had been 
mentioned. Did :\Ir. Connolly knwv that he was 
paid the money without hadng earned it"! vVhat 
was the anwnnt, awl did :Mr. Connnlly ktke 
steps to refund it, or did he stick to it"! ~ 

The COLONIAL T1tEASUHER said it 
appeared that certain ofi1cers discharo-ecl the 
duties for :\lr. Connolly, and the overt~ne not 
being entered in their nauH~:s, but in the narne of 
l\ir. Connolly, attracted attention. :\h. Cormollv 
~aid he received it in the ordinary way, believing 
rt \\.as due to hi111, and, when his attention 
wn.s dnL\Vn to it hB at once refnndefl the 
rnorwy. }fe accepted it front the CR,:-5}Jier 
a:s wha.t ha(l R,CCrtwd to hi1n for services per
fmmed by other officers for him. 11r. Kilner 
harl nothing wlmtever to do with tlmt, except 
that he should be blamed for not knowing the 
v!t:ious things that ·were going on, and not exer
cunng proper supervision over the office. \Vhen 
he proposed the estimate, he mentioned that the 
sub-collector at Bnnclaberg had been set clown 
for an increase on account~ of the losR of fees as 
:·egistrar, b~1t the Colonial Secretary had just 
mformed hnn that he had been reinstated as 
registrar, and consequently the increaRe would 
not be required. He would, therefore, withdraw 
Ius motion with a view of substituting another. 

Mr. ALA::'{D asked how his amendment 
would stand. The Colonial Treasurer had told 
him that they could go back to the Brisbane 
estimate after. the Rockhampton one was passed. 

The Hox. Sm T. MciL vYRATTH said the 
Colonial Secretary, in going through his Esti
Inates, put down such iten1s a.R rent, etc., in the 
salaries, an<! took credit for a reform in that 
way. How ditl that principle apply to the 
T1·emmrer",..; J~stirnates? rrhey had there an 
allowanetJ in lien .1f quarters in the item they harl 
been di~cnH8ing. 1\ow, if there was any place 
where it \VaR ea~·lie1· than another to rent a houRe it 
was Hockhmn1)ton-Brisbane excepted, of cour~e. 
~To :-5Hch allowance \VaB n1ade in BriHbane, and 
he had thought that all those allowances had 
lJeen do>ne away with. llitl he understand thnt 
the £10 fm· quarters was done away with as well 
as the £2:>? vVhy hac! the same course not been 
)mrsnecl with regard to the Tre1,surer's Estimates 
that Wil" tl'l•ell with tht; Oll!onbl Secretary's? 

The COLOKIAL TREASURER said that 
in the case of Eockhampton the house was 
requirerl for Cu,toms accommodation, and the 
officer recci ved an allowance in lieu of quarters. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWHAITH saicl they 
understood that a change had been made in the 
E"timates, and that the amounts for h<mse 
allowance were taken away and l)Ut on the 
salaries. As a matter of fact, he believed Mr. 
Kilner had a house in the suburbs of Rockhamp
ton. 

The PRE;yiiER said he had stated before 
that, in the cm;e of police rnagistrates, it was 
thought better to take away the allowance for 
house-rent, anrl add it to the se~lary. But in the 
case of sub-collectors of custmns the usual practice 
was to provide a house. It lmppened that at 
Uockhmnpton the house was now used as part of 
the Custom-house by the department. 

l\lr. STEVENSON sai<l he would like to 
know whether the house fnrmerly occupied by 
the sub-collector at Hockhamptou was really 
re<juired for olfices, or whether the officer gave it 
up becEcuse he preferred to go where he could get 
hb nice garden made at the expense of the 
State. He rather thought the latter was the 
case. He die! not believe the house was rer1uired 
for offices at all. 

The COLOKIAL TREAS"GHER said the 
change took place to suit the department, he 
believed, and perhaps the hon. member for 
Blackall could explain it. As far ;as he knew, 
the house was required for additional Uustoms 
accommodation. 

The HoN. Slll T. MciLWRAITH said the 
reason why the question harl been brought for
ward was not on account of lYir. Kilner, but 
because a certain reform had been attempted 
that year. It W1LS said that police magistrates 
and sub-collectors of customs had allowances 
for rent, arcd that it was a proper thing that 
those should be taken away and the H>tlarres 
increased. That had been cC~rried out in 
the ( 'olonial Secretary's Department, but not in 
the Colonial Treasurer's Department. The very 
reason '\vhy the police magistrates were allo'\ved 
house-rent-- that was, because they were sent to 
place.< where it was not easy to rent a house
applied to the Customs offiet:rs. It would be 
much better to add a certain amount to the 
salarie,s. As to all collectors of cnstorns being 
allowed house-rent, that was not the case, 
because the collector in Brisb>tne was not allowed 
>tnything. 

Mr. :MIDGLEY said he would like to know 
at what rate the clerks in the Customs Depart
ment were paid overtime, and what it amounted 
to? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said that 
clerks were not paid overtime ; but landing 
waiters received 2s. 6d. an hour; lockers, ls. 6d. ; 
and tide-waiters, h. 

Amendment withdrawn. 
Question-That the item £450 for sub-collector 

at Bundnberg be reduced by £:\0-put. 
The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said the 

disclosure•; they had had with reg-artl to the 
clerk at Hockhampton seemed to point to an evil 
which was morewi<le-spread tlmn was snp]Josed. It 
was stated that Mr. Connolly got paid overtime 
for work which was performed by subordinate 
clerks in the office. Had it been the custom for 
officials to get work done in 0vertime by deputy 
clerks, ami then pocket the money ? :Mr. 
Cormolly had not the slightest right to take the 
money ; the mall who diJ the work should have 
had it. 

The COLONIAL TRK\SURER said he had 
ma(.\tJ incpliries ;tndlle ,]i,lnut !;nuw of ;:my QR<S 
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where anyone but the officer performed the 
work ; in fact, in every department except Hock
hampton, the sub-collector was responsible for 
seeing that the overtime moneys were properly 
disbursed. 

Mr. STEVENSON asked why the sub
collector at Rockhampton was an exception? 

The COLOKIAL THEASL;RER said thehon. 
r"ember could not have listened very carefully 
to the debate if he did not know that. The sub
collector there appeared not to have had the over
time book under his supervision at all. ?\ o rule 
applied to l:tockhampton that did not a['ply to 
other places. 

Mr. BLACK said he understood that the 
reduction was proposed on the ground that the 
sub-collector received fees as registrar of birtho, 
deaths, and marriages ; but it seemed to him 
that they had already voted those fees to the 
clerk of petty sessions at Bundaberg. It was 
in the schedule--

" J. Xicholson, clerk of petty sessions, £190; district 
registrar, fees pai.d in 188:3-4, £117." 

The PREMIER sn,id that since that schedule 
had been drawn up he had come to the conclu
sion that the fees should be retained by Mr·. 
Burkitt, and not by Mr. 1'\ichohon, and it had 
been so ordered. 

Mr. BLACK said it seemed to him that Mr. 
Burkitt would apparently get a reduction of £50, 
and really get an increase of £117. 

The COLOXIAL TREASURER: He had 
that before. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciL WRAITH: Do let 
us understand it ! 

The PREMIER said that Mr. Burkitt had 
for many years held the office uf registrar 
of births, deaths, and marriages. ·when the 
question first came before the Government, 
it was held to be deHirable that that office 
"hould be held in all cases by the clerk 
of )Jetty sessions, and when the schedule was 
prepared that was intended to be the rul<>. 
An increase was therefore proposed to .Mr. 
Burkitt's salary to compensate him for the loss 
of the fees. Since then it had been determined 
that he should retain the position of registrar of 
births, deaths, and marriages, and the justifica
tion for the increase of £50 ceased to exist. 

Amendment agreed to. 

On the motion of the COLONIAL TREA
SURER the item "Sub-collector, Rockhamp 
ton, £500," was reduced by £25. 

Mr. ALAND proposed to further reduce the 
estimate by £200-first landing-waiter, Brisbane, 
£25; second, £25; third, £25; fourth, £25; sub
collector, Mackay, £50; sub-collector, Cook
town, £50. 

The CHAIRMAN said he was afraid the hon. 
member's amendment could not be put in that 
form. By Standing Order 281-

" ·where it has been proposed to omit or reduce items 
in a vote, the question shall be afterwards put upon the 
original vote, or upon the reduced vote, as the case may 
be, without amendment .. " 

The hon. member could move the reduction of 
any item subsequent to the last amendment that 
had been rnade, but no reduction could be made 
before it. 

Mr. ALAND said he had been led into that 
mistake, and would take care he was never led 
into another of the same sort. The Colonial 
Treasurer had knowingly and wilfully led him 
into it, and it was the worst thing the hon. mem
ber had done. He had asked the hon. member 
whether he could move those items, and the hem. 
member ,mic! ''Yes." The hon. member had no 
rijiht tu mislei-ll! him in that way, lie sho1l)cl l.Je 

glad to know if he could move a reduction of the 
general vote, and leave the Government to du 
what they liked with it. 

The CHAIRMAN said the hon. member could 
move a reduction in any item subsequent to the 
last amendment cctrried. 

Mr. ALA::\D said he should certainly not 
move it in any subsequent item. He did not 
wish to see one reduced while the others 'vere 
not, simply because he had been led into an 
error. 

:\fr. STEVEN"SOX said he did not know 
whether the hon. member was sincere ; but he 
appeared to be a very good actor. He heard the 
Premier tell the hem. member that he could not 
move the reduction when the Treasurer said he 
could. The hon. member knew perfectly well 
he was winking and smiling when he (Mr. 
Stevenson) called out over the floor that if they 
let the Rockhampton one go he could not put his 
amendment. The hon. member was only pre
tending to be indignant ; he was not tiO green as 
he tried to make out. 

Mr. ALAND said he might not be very green, 
but he confessed he was green in that matter. 
The hon. member for N ormanby certainly did 
call out to him across the floor, but he (Mr. 
Aland) went on the assumnce of the Colonial 
Treasurer, and the nwre fool he wal"j for doing it. 

The COLOXTAL TREASuREH said Le 
really must disclaim the charge of having a;:.
tempted to mislead the hon. member. He drd 
nut want to deceive the hon. member. He 
understood that the hem. gentleman desired tn 
know if he could move a reduction of £200 on a 
subsequent vote, and had not the slig-htest 
intention of rnislea,ding hin1. The votes were 
now open if any gentlem'm wished to challenge 
them. 

The Ho:-r. Sw T. l\fciLWRAITH said the 
T1·easurer was getting quite nmddled about 
those items. They had knocked £25 off 
the salary of the mm1 ,;t ltockhamvton, 
and £50 off the salary of the man at 
Bundabcrg, for two different reasons. The 
man at Bundaberg was a good honest man, and 
though they had knocked £50 off his salary, that 
was to enable him to get £117 that was clue to 
him. Indignant as the Colonial 'l'reasurer was 
with the hon. member for Toowoomba, he must 
not get muddled too much. That man at 
Bunelaberg was a good man, ?ad ~ big family 
and a good family, and he drd lus work well 
for the Government; and he must be given to 
understand that the £117 was due in pbce of the 
£50 knocked off. 

Mr. MIDGLEY said that, as the business had 
been in very good hands, he had said nothing in 
the matter of the reduction just discu.ssed. He 
knew what it was to be caught in the trap in 
which his hon. friend the member for Tno
woomha had been caught. He (Mr. Miclgley) 
was quite convinced in his own mind that every 
member of the :Ministry wanted watching. 

Mr. BLACK : You are beginning to find them 
out. 

Mr. MIDGLEY said that, had he known what 
he did now, when he congmtulated the House on 
the Speaker not having been made Treasurer he 
would have spare<! his congratulations. He 
begged to move the reduction of the s:;,]ary of 
the sub-collector at Pioneer River (.Mackay) 
by £50. He found, on reference to the 
schedule, that that gentleman had quarterK, 
or payment in lieu of quarters to the antonnt of 
£75. He thought tlmt because they had 
failed tu prevent all the evil they might have 
prevented or aimed at preventing, that was IHl 

re(\son why they shon)\t throw tl~J the spon¥~, 
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And for that reason he hoped the hem. member 
for Toowoomba. wonld vote with him for thi8 
reduction. 

The COLOJ'\IAL TREASURER said he 
reallv did not see how he merited the strictures 
of the hem. member for F;nsifern. He thought 
those were the 1no:it economical }~l:!tilnates ~ub
mittecl to t!te Committee for many years. On a 
total vote of £31i, 000 there was only £525 for 
increase 0f salaries. In regard to ;\[ackay, he 
should be very sorry if the Committee ttssented 
to the reduction of the salary there, becamm it 
would be di~coura.ging a very good officer, who 
worked well anrl had a great deal of work to attend 
to. ·when sir. ::\lacarthy was appointed in 1881 he 
was to have received the same emoluments as his 
predece~Ror, \Vho got £2;) as local ins1Jector of 
distilleries, and £2:5 as shipping master. That 
£!10 he never received, for the £25 for inspecting 
dbtillerics had been paid to an officer of the 
J;;xcise Department, and the £2i5 as shipping 
umster had been paid to a second clerk. He (the 
Colonial Treasurer) mentioned that, not only be
cause the clnties of l\ir. ::V1acarthy's office had 
been increased during the }JaHt f,;lll' yenrR, but 
because he had been working in the expectation 
that his emoluments would be increaserl. 

:VIr. BLAGK: What was his salary? 

The COLOXIAL TREASFRER : £3.'50; and 
it was proposed to give him £,)0 additional. 
The Committee should not confound gentlemen 
who deserved promotion with those who did not. 
In no sense was the reduction of the gentleman's 
salary at. Bundaberg to be construed as an 
expression of want of confidence. 

l\Ir. MIDGLEY said he thought the remarks 
of the Treasurer were misleading. There was 
certainly a very considerable increase in the 
votc•s they were now asked to pass, over those of 
the previous year, in the matter of salaries. The 
total amount of the vote was less by nearly £300; 
but that was accounted for by an item of £2,000, 
under the heading of ''Contingencies " in 1883-4, 
disappearing- in 1884-5. There wtts never an 
increase a'ked for in the Estimates for which 
l\Iinisters hac! not good reasons to urge ; but if 
memberR listened to those reasons and did not 
act on their own judgment they would very likely 
have cause for regret, as he had had in connection 
with some increas~:d votes during the present 
session. So much so that he harl hardly the 
heart to coHtinue the attack. There was an 
increase of £1,000 in the item of "Salarie8." 

Mr. BLACK said he should have been very 
glad to have had the assistance of the member 
for F>tssifern ,omewhat earlier to show his con
sistency. 

Mr. ALAND : This is a Mackay vote. 
Mr. BLACK said he would have been quite 

pr~pared to strike at all the increases to 
heads of departments in order to increase 
all those in lower grades; and he should 
have been glad of the assistance of the hon. 
member for Fassifern, who earlier in the session 
had intimated that he intended to criticise the 
votes with a view to economy, hut had not ful
filled the expectations formed in regard to 
him on that point. As to that particular 
jylackay vote, he s>tid nothing in favour 
of it ; but he thought the motion for its 
reduction came with had grace from the mem· 
ber for Fassifern who bad allowed all the 
Southern votes to pass, after being entrappecl 
by the oiled feather of the Colonial Treasurer, 
but who now came forward and wanted to make 
>tn example of the Northern votes. He (i\lr. 
Rlack) was not going to make fish of one and 
flesh of another, but was qnite prepared to 

reduce all the heads of departments with the 
vimv of getting the lower grades advanced. 
As a justification for that particubr increuse-if 
increases were to be given at all-he rnight state 
that the Customs revenue at J\lackay in 1879 was 
£7,412, wbile last year it was £21>,312-a larger 
prot:ortionate increase than uny othm· long
established pol"t in Queenshtnd. 

Mr. STJ<~VENSON said that if the amenrlmcnt 
went to a division he should not feel justified in 
voting for it after all the Southem increases had 
been allowed to pass unchalleng·ecl. H a.cl the 
hon. member (Mr . .Aland) proposed his amend
ment, he should have given it his w;wmeiit 
Sll]l[JOl"t. 

l\Ir. ALAND saicl the hon. member for Ji'asei
fern had better withdraw his amendment. He 
could not see his way to support it after what 
had been said by the hem. member for Mackay. 

Mr. MIDGLEY said the reasons urged by 
hon. 1nen1bers for doing things were very strange; 
son1etilnes thev \Vere amw~ing, and at other:; 
melancholy. He did not oppose that particular 
increase, hecause the recipient of it wa.s con
nected with a ::\orthern port. He consideretl 
they had been let into a trap hy the Colonial 
Treasurer. At the same time he would stick 
to his amendment if anybody wonld stick to 
him. 

Amendment put and negatived. 

Mr. AN~EAR said he noticed 
£550 for Customs at Ipswich. 
required? 

Ho.'WUHABLE MEMBEHS : Too late l 

an item of 
\Vas that 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said the 
Customs revenue at Ipswich last year wa• 
£28,446, as against £25,li10 the previous year
an increase which fully justified the continuance 
of the service there. 

Question, as amended, put and passed. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER moved that 
£3,923 be granted for Borrler Customs Patrol. 
The only alteration was a proposed increase of 
£215 to the officer in charge at Stanthorpe, iu 
consequence of the increased duties he had to 
perform. 

Mr. P ALMER asked what was the amount of 
customs duties collected on the border? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER replied 
that the amount collected last year was £21,777. 

Mr. P ALMER said the cost of collecting that 
sum, when the items in the schedule were added, 
was £4,500. Had not the time arrived when 
some arrangement could he entered into with the 
adjoining colonies by which those duties could 
be collected without having to keep up tlmt 
unnece,sary patrol? It was the cause of much 
inconvenience along the border, and yet, in spite 
of it, he believed a good deal of snmggling was 
carried on. ]'or hunclrecls of miles the ouly 
boundary line between the two colonies was a 
wire feri'ce, and even that was not a! ways dis
cernible. The question arose whether the tillle 
had not come when an ave.-age could he struck, 
so as to save the cost of the patrol to the country. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said that 
although the cost of the Border Patrol was only" 
few pounds over that of last year, yet the collec
tion had increased from £13,\!80 in 1883 to 
£21,777 in the year ending June 30 1884. It 
was evident, therefore, that an avera.ge could not 
vet he struck with the other colonies without a 
considerable loss of revenue. \Vhen the (lueens· 
land railways were fnrther extended, and they 



A~journment. [2 DECElfBER.] 

could counteract the impnrtation of goons from 
Bourke, in ::'few South \V aleR, and Herbert 
Spring~:; in South Aw-;tralia, thiH colony would 
he in a better position to deal with the subject. 
In the meantime, he contended that as the revenue 
wn,s largely increasing he was not justified in 
submitting any proposal of the kind to the other 
colonies. 

Mr. BLACK Sflid the Government statistics 
were very unreliable. The Colonial Treasurer 
told them that in 1883-:l the Border Customs 
revenue wn~ £13,DRO, anLl in 18H3-4 it was 
£21,730. The report which the hon. gentleman 
laid on the table on the 11th ::'fovember said the 
revenue collected in J 882-3 was £17,210-nearly 
£~,000 more; and in1il83-4, £24,34\l. He wished 
to know if there was any reason for that extra
ordinary di."crepancy in reports from the same 
office? 

The COI"OXIAL TRI<:ASUREll said he 
'1uoted from the Customs report, which differed 
from the Treasury reports; the Customs report 
only dealin'{ with the amounts actually received, 
and the Treasury reports dealing with the 
arnountR that were advised by wire tLs haviHg 
been co:lected. 

Mr. BLACK said it cost £-1,000 a year to 
collect that revenue, which, he thought, was 
money well spent. He wished to know whether 
that inclnded the northern pa.trul, between the 
northern portion of Queensland >tnd the northern 
part of South Australia, to prevent Chinese 
cmning across ? 

The COLO::'\IAL TREASGUER said it only 
included the patrol so far as Birdsville, which 
waR the fnrthest station out ; it did not inclurle 
any patrol along the western boundary to the 
Gulf. 

:\lr. BL.\_CK asked if the Gm·emment wet·e 
taking any f-:;tep1:3 to prevent the inftnx of Chine~c 
across the borrler '1 He w.ts credibly informed 
tha,t they were cmning across frmn the Northern 
Territory in large nu1nbers in order to evade the 
£30 poll-tax. It was a well-known fact that 
they were entering into sugar cultivation very 
largely in the northern parts of the colony. 

The PRE:\IIER said it was a strange thing 
that he h;-l..d never heard of a rurnour or ~ngge.-;
tion of anything of the kind. It might be so ; 
but be had never hear,] of it. He did not think 
it was likely that the Chinese would walk 
1,000 miles to save £30. 

:\fr. PALJ\:IER sttid that when the :iDlectoral 
Act was being passed he drew attention to the 
possibility of Chinamen, who were being em
ployed in large numbers in the Northern Terri
tory, coming through by Bnrketown with the 
spare horses of the drovers. He was sure that 
no Chinarnan starting fron1 Port J)arwin for 
Bnrketown would ever survive the trip, or the 
natives on the road, unless with such assistance, 
which was not likely to he given by white men. 

Question put and passecl. 

The House re.sumed, and the ClUIRMAN re
ported progre~s. 

'l'he report was adopted, and the Chairman 
ohtaine(llenve to s:it again to-nwrrow. 

AJJ.TOURl'i'ME:'i'T. 
The J>RE:\JlJ<;R s<tid that, with the cmment 

of the Hunse, he wonlLl move the adjournment 
until 'Tuesday, 'n,s there did not appear to be a 
general desire to Rit to-rnorrow·. He proposecl 
to go on with the Estimates on Tuesday, and 
expre.ssed a hope that they would nearly dispLhC 
of them next week. 

The Hon.,e adjourned at thirteen minutes to 
11 o'clock. 

Suppllj. 1629 




