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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Fr-iday, 21 Novembe7', 1884. 

l~ormal ~:Iotion.-Question without Xotice.-Brancls Act 
of 1872 Amendment Bill-consideration of Legisla­
tive Council's amendments.-Pharmacy Bill__:_con­
sideration of Legislative Council's amendments.­
'rhe Contagious Dtseases Act.-Bundaberg Gas and 
Coke Company Bill. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

FORMAL MOTION. 
The following formal motion wa.s agreed to :­
By Mr. MAC:B'ARLANE-
'rhat there be laid upon the table of the House, a. 

Return showing the tenders invited, received, and ac­
cepted for railway carriages ; fines due and collected 
thereon ; also the cost of such carriages as constructed 
by outside contractors, and in the Ipswich workshops. 

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE. 
Mr. NOR TON said: Mr. Speaker,-Before 

the Orders of the Day are called upon, I wish to 
ask the Minister for Works if there is any truth 
in the report of two trains having nearly run 
into each other on the Sandgate line on Tuesday 
last? It is mentioned in the Cou1'ie1· this morn­
ing-, and I heard it spoken of as I was coming 
into town. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W. 
Miles) said : I am not aware of anything of the 
sort. It is the first I have heard of it. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: I heard 
the rumour last night ; I do not know whether 
there is any truth in it. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am not in 
a position to contradict it. 

Mr. NORTON: Perhaps the hon. gentleman 
will be good enough to make inquiries and let the 
House know. 

Mr. BEATTIE: Mr. Speaker,-Ihadmadeup 
my mind to draw the attention of the Minister 
for \Vorks to the report. The information I 
have is that a special train left Nudgee, in oppo­
,jtion to the staff and ticket system adopted by 
the Government, with nearly 800 paosengers on 
board, for Ipswich. On leaving Nudgee another 
train was seen coming in the opposite direction, 
and the special had only sufficient time to get 
back on the siding before the other went through. 
There was nearly a collision, and if the special 
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had started a minute or two sooner there 
would have been one of the most fl'ig·htful 
collisions that have ever happened ; that is, 
if the information I have received be correct. I 
hope the Minister for Works will inquire into 
the matter, because there appears to have been 
very gross neglect on the part of somebt1dy at the 
Nudgee station. 

BRANDS ACT OF 1872 AMEXDMENT 
BILL-CONSID.ERATIOX OF L~;cnS­
LATIYE COUNCIL'S Al\'IEi'\D::\IEXTS. 

On the motion of the HoN. B. B. ::YlORETOX, 
the Speaker left the chair, and the House re­
solved itself into a Committee of the ·whole to 
consider the amendment made in the Bill by the 
Legislative Council. 

The HoN. B. B. MORETON said that if hon. 
members would look at the 38th section of the 
Brands Act they would find tlmt the latter 
portion rea.d as follows :-

"And if the jury, npon the t rhLl of any per~on eha.rgf'd 
before an r c~ourt with the oficnee of hor~c ur eat t le 
stealing, Rhan be of opinion thnt ~nch person dhl nnt 
commit the felony \Yith which he is charp;ecl. hnt did 
commit one of the minor offeneP' mentioned in the 2~tlt 
and ~9th elauses of this Act. it shall be htwfnl for the 
jury to a..cqnit ~neh person of the felony nml to find him 
guilty of sueh Offtjnce, and he shall thereupon ret•,eive 
scnteu{'e accorUingly, a.Hhough such person rn~LY never 
have been charged or accused of such minor offence 
before any justice or othen.vise." 

Into that section an error had crept in statiHK 
the 20th clause instead of the 27th, though in 
the marginal note it was correct, the clause 
there mentioned being the 27th and 28th. He 
was inf,mned that one offender, if not more, had 
escaped on account of the error. The amend­
ment was a verbal one, and he therefore moved 
that it be agreed to. 

Question put and passed. 

On the motion of the Ho:-<. B. B. MORETOX, 
the House resumed, and the CH.Him.\:-< reported 
that the Committee had agreed to the amend· 
ment of the Legislative Council. 

The report was a<1opted, and the Bill was 
ordered to be transmitted to the Legislative 
Council by message in the usual form. 

PHARMACY BILI, - CONSIDERATION 
OF LEGISLATIVJ~ COUNCIL'S A:VIRKD­
l\H<;NTS. 
On the motion of l\Ir. BAILEY, the Honse 

went into Committee to consider the amend· 
ments made by the Legi.sbti ve Council in this 
Bill. 

Mr. BAILEY sairl that the Assembly ha<! in­
sisted on the amendment in cbuse 5, and he 
would refer hon. men1ber~ to the reasons given 
by the Legislative Council for disagreeing to it. 
They said:-

.. Because the Bill pro-vides for the exnminat.ion by the 
bcrar l of pharmacy of persons desirous of being regis­
tered as phn.rmac.~ntical chemists and it is expedip,nt, 
for the safety of the public. and in order to secure proper 
exmninati011, that all members of such bonrd should, 
before their appointment thereto, lmve provf\d them:-:;elves 
qualified to conduct the prescrib1~ examination by 
having pn.s5ed a similnr examination." 

He held in his hand a letter from one chemist 
showing how very wrong the clause was as 
originally drawn up in another place; and point- . 
ing oat that there were no other chemist' in the 
same p<mition as himself who were qualifieu in 
the same way. The letter was to the following 
effect:-

"With reference to the ynali1iciltion as members of 
the intended pllarmaey board, I wonlcl tlraw yonr atten­
tion to the f<1ct that the Pharmaceutical Society was not 
established in Irelancl nntil tell or elcv~~n year.'5 ago; 
therefore ~tn Irish chemist who arrived ill this f'Olony he­
fore that time would not have the rtiploma. of the Phai·ma­
ceutical Society, alJd woultl not theretore oe entitled, 

aC'corcling tot lw intcn(lccl Act, to sit on the bo;n·c1, thongh 
he lWlY have had a :profl..,sionnl cxperient·e of ovN· 
thirty }·ears. A ::;ehool of pharmacy of the ~lJJotheearies' 
Hall of Ireland has (-)xisted in that country for nearly 100 
years, and is iu exi~teU<~e ~till as ti1r Pt'Clllier school (in 
conjunetiou with the recently fonw~d Phtu•Juactmtical 
Society) members of which h:1d, previous to the_ fonua~ 
tion of the Pharma(" ·ntical Soeiety. tile sole nght to 
compounflmedical men's pre,~criptions." 

Then he explained the status of the Irish 
chen1i::;ts, an(l the exmninntion to \\·hi eh they were 
::-;ubjected. rrhntexalnination was a very stringent 
one, and in J,;rwlancl woulcl actually qualify 
a nmn to pra.ctise as a nwdical Inan. Yet ::-;uch a, 
man would he disqualified from sitting on the 
board here. But the writer made the eame mis­
take that hac! been uncle by those who objected to 
the amendment, in thinking th:tt the member·s 
of the board would be the exmmner,. He (Mr. 
Ba,ilt>.y) hnd trieLl to exphtin a:-; well a~ he could, in 
introducing the Bill, that nothing of the kind w;>s 
intended. The Government wonld appoint the 
tir8t hoard b) exa1nine in va.riou~ ~ubjectl'i, and 
the eherni.>':lt;-; on their part wonld appoint exand­
ners, bnt nut to direct the line of exarnination ~ 
and they certainly would not he examiners 
thmu~elves, except in Hpecial eaHes. lnf'tectd 
of dwelling on the subject, he had better 
read the rea,ons which he proposed to snbmit to 
the Le;;islati,·e Council why the amendment 
shunld be insisted UJ'on :-

1. Bceaus0 withont the nmendmt:nt in clan,-<e 5 the 
Govermuent ·would be limited in their ehoit·e of the 
members of the first pharmaey board to me<lieal men, 
which wonld ean-:e that board only to be <L repetition of 
thp, present :J.Icdical Board. 

2. Becan:o:e tht-~ members of the pharmacyhoarrl would 
n0t l.Jo of ne~~essity examilwrs. 'I'licir experieuce 
wonld he able to direet t.lw lines on \Yhich t""'Gtminationg 
should be (~01Hluetcd, and to appoint exau1inrr~, wlw~c 
specia.lities \YOHlli.Je Latin. botan_y, chemi.:-;try, etc. 

3. Hecan~e the examination of C'andillatf'"l a.s to the 
kuowledge of the qualities of drugs, and their ability 
to del ect adulteration:-:.. can only lJe safely entru.-;te.d to 
men \vho hnve haU great exverience iu the S<lle and 
vurcha.8e of drugs. 

4. Because of the Eng-lish Pharmacy Board very few 
of the member~ are themselvf's examiners. 

5. Because the chemists of this colony art• desirous 
oF aholi~hing the pre:~ent unsatisf:telor~' systf'm, and 
elaim that they only wish to .substitute a, better one for 
their mvu r•redit, an•l the s;tfet.r of t.he pnhlic. 

6. Because the objeeL and intention of the Bill "\YOnl<i. 
be pradically defeated without the anwnrimentB. 

He hac! consulted se,~eral of the chemists, allll 
rather than suhm ·t to the present "ystem-if 
they were not allowed to conduct their own 
lms.ine"' in the way they th<H<g·ht best--in tbe 
interests of the pnblic >t11d fm their uwH credit-·­
thev proposed to abaHdon the Bill. They had for 
se,·eral years been subjected to a certain disci­
pline that had not l>een good enough. They hacl 
come forward mrd offered to place tbemsel ves on 
the sarr1e footing as cheinu;ts in Engla.nd and 
Victoria had done; but if it was insisted that 
they should remain under the same niyime as 
they had been in the past then they woulcl 
abandon the mea.<nre. He would therefore move 
that that House insist upon its amendments in 
clause 5. 

The PREl\HER said the pa,ssage of the Bill 
seemed almost to depend upon whether they 
should insist on the amewlments, and for that 
reason the subject deserved some cormicleration 
from the Committee. There was no doubt that 
the intention of the Bill as originally introducer! 
was that the chemists of the colony should be 
entrusted with the ret!ulation of their own 
business anrl the regiHtra'fion of fit person~ ; only 
at the pre,ent time they were under the rul" 
of the JHedicnl Bo:trcl. Then the 'JlleRtion amRe 
who were to be rqJpointecl to lJe Hlelllhers of the 
1~oanl. ..:-\._t present all regiRtered chmnbts were 
S1tppoRed to be competent; but they knew that 
some of them had only been regiRtererl h.ecan,e 
they had been "l'[Jrenticeu to chEli1ists and sen ed 
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their time. They had passed no examination, 
awl possibly were not competent, but it was not 
likely that those men wou!tl either be appoi':J:erl 
by the Government or elected by the qualified 
chemists. Competent men wonld undoubtedly 
be chosen. At the same time he did not alto­
gether go so far as the hon. nJe.n1her in saying 
that there were Il() rne:t.ns nf secunng cornpetency. 
The only provir:ion n1a.de for ~ecuring cmupe~e:r;cy 
in the Bill :cs it now stood would be the opmwn 
of the electing body. He agreed that the pro­
visionH of the Bill a.s it .-.;toocl \Vere very n1uch 
too stringent, but he thought that a middle 
course rnight haYe been a,greed upon. lie had 
HO sYmjJathy with the medic::tl men who had 
tried'' to mn harra.1':\,':; the che1ni~ts in rernedying 
the exi8ting titate of a.fiair.~, and he knew 
that tbev had l>een ttble to exerciRe a great 
deal of ~nHnenee. H t-~ lun.-.;t pnint out that 
the clanse a~ it stood originally 1va~ <tb­
Rnt·d, bee l,HKe it prnpo:-~ed that the per...;ons 
on the lir.>t board ,;hould he ]Jers<ms who held a 
certi ficfl.,te of eo m petency f ro111 any xociety recog­
nised by that board ; but how the board coulcl 
recoo-ni~e any society before it was con:-;titutetl, 
he :onfessed he could not nnderstand. That 
would have to be differently worded. Perhaps 
the hnn. member coul<l say whether there was 
no form of words thttt would define with sufficient 
accuracY persons of cmnpeteucy, and not perRons 
who had become chemistB simply from the fact of 
havlnu served an apprenticeship. 

1\fr~ BAILEY said the Government would 
have the choice of the first board, and that board 
would sit for two years. He thought the 
chemists of the colony lmd <]nite sense enough 
to know who were the Le~t n1en to sit on the 
bmtrd. l-Ie wi~hed again to ilnpress on hon. 
members that the men who formed the board 
were not the exttntiners. Frorn their prac­
tical knowledge they had to say what the 
standard of the examimttion was to be, and 
he thou){ht they could be truste<l to do that. 
1\Ir. Mat:r, as an aualytic:cl chemist, could not 
expect a Hmn to come up to his standard, but .the 
l1oanl would limit the lines of the exannna­
tion and see that it was neither a stupid 
one' nor beyond the capacity of the candi­
dates. He thought that the clau•e as recc.m­
mended was very good indeed, and be could 
not see any better way of framing it. The Bill 
had been framed exactly on the lines upon which 
similar Bills had been framed in other countries, 
and their snccess had been very marked ~-so 
much so that the chernists had gone on in1prov1ug 
their status, and improving the education of the 
candidate;. He would move the following as 
an additional reason for disagreeing to the 
Council'~ a.rnendrr1ent :~ 
l~ueause it is not nnnsual, in ar- tdewieal bodies, that 

exnmiuations for ctegrees or dilllomas should be in part 
condncte(l by llCrsous not themselves holding a deg1·ee 
or diploma. 

That would add force to what had been already 
said. 

Questinn put and pa,sed. 
IIIr. BAILEY moved that the amendment of 

the Legislative Council in clanse 28 be agreed to. 
Question put and pas•,ed. 
On the motion of Mr. BAILEY, the H•mse 

resurned, and the CHAIIDL\~ reported th"t the 
Connnittee insi:-:;tecl upon their an1endn1ent in 
clau~A 3, but agreed to the Legislative Council\; 
mnendment upon tll(~ arnendnwnt in clause 28. 

The report was adupte<J, ancl the Bill was 
ordered to 1Je returned to the LegiRlative Council 
\vith the following n1e-:8age :-
lla. P1t~:::-1 llf·:,Yr.--

"l'h" TA?~i~latiYe .\.c..;<..;Clllhly ha\·in;.!" tal\ n into f'Oll­
~Uieration the Lrgblat.ive no1...uwiJ":-; me..,"'a~c. of d<tte 
tte 12t"b ·n~t:,mt relrttivP. to th~ Ph;L:F.'a~y B~ll-·-

l:Y•i<.:t llr'')ll t 1J R,:;'L "~-~1· n~:; ;n d ;Lb<?· 5. b r..U ··, 

W.i.t.hou~ them the G•.)'tdlllUt"l1: woulJ be l.i11nted. ll1 

their choice of the members of the pharmacy board to 
medieal men. which would (~~LnHe that board only to be a 
repetition of the present .:\ledical Hoard. 

Becanse the ffif·mber;;; of the pharmacy board would 
not be of U('eessity examiners, but from their experienee 
\Yonlrl be able to direct the lines on which examinations 
shonld bi~ con(i.neted, and to appoint exa,miners whose 
~pecialities ·would be Latin, bot:nty, ch.emistry. etc. 

Bcr-.tn:;e the examination of eandidates as to the 
knowk\lge of the qualities of drugs, a.nd their ability 
to detc(·t ailultera,tions, ean only be safely entrusted to 
mr>n who have had great exv~:rience in the :'hale and 

yu~~~:~~~fc~1/~~~· Jiinglish Pharmaey 13oard very few of 
the members are tlteuuwlves examiners. 

Beeanse it is not unusua-l in acad~··miea.l bodies that 
examinations for deg-rees or diplomas should be in part 
conducted hy persons not themselves holding the degree 
m· diploma. . 

BeeanRe the ehemi~t~ of this colony are desirous of 
:tlJoli!:'hing the prc~cnt unsatisfact-ory :-;,n;tem, and clah:n 
that th(·' unl\ wi~h to ~ubMtitnte a better one tor thmr 
own credit arlrl tlte ~mfcty of the public. 

Becan:o;EJ the object an(l intention of the Bill would he 
practieaJly dc·fcatcct """ithout the a.mm~dm?nt; nnd . 

. \o·rcc to the amendllWUt of the Leg1slatne Comll'Jl on 
the ~uncnclmcut of the Legista.th-e A:.;sembly in clause 
2~. 

TIIE CllXTAGIOrS DISEASES ACT. 
::\lr .• fll.RDAN, in moving-
That this Hou.se disapprov('~ of the compulsory exami­

n<ttion of wonwn under the Contagious Diseases Aet-

k>1id: 1\ir. Speaker,-Tbis subject, sir, is one 
which I would rather not have touched, and 
which I would not have voluntarily undertaken to 
brino· under the notice of this House. I Yenture 
to a~k the cormideration of the House, because 
of the delicacy of the subject, and because I 
shall have to speak pl:ciuly on this question. 
Hon. members are aware that in 186·1 an Act 
,,-a~ pasoecl in Great Britain providing. fur the 
medical examination of women suffermg from 
cert:cin diseases. It waB not made at that time 
comrml,;ory or periodical. In lSf?G am~ther Act 
wa,; pttssed providing for the regr;tratwn of. all 
pr<mtitntes, and for the cmnpulsorJ: and perrod­
ical exa1nina.tion of \\'ornen by rnedrcal rnen. In 
lRH~l an amending Act was passed exte;1di':lg tl.w 
operation of tho,;e Acts to erghteen drstncts m 
Enghutd. To thiK legi~lation, aH. i~ well known, 
there was much popular opposttwn. It wag 
considered to be un-English-opposed to the 
most cherished principles of our free Constitution 
which secures to everyone personallibe~ty. It 
was saicl to be oppressive, cruel, and an msult to 
the sex. \Ve know how much political power 
there is in England in conHection with th~ Army 
ttnd .N a ,~y, and how strongly those serviCes are 
represented in the British House of Commons. 
'fhose Acts were passed for the special protection 
of soldiers and sailors. It was believed at that 
time tlmt a simihtr system had been very success­
ful in Paris in diminishing certain diseases. It 
waH held that as our soldiers and seamen could 
not, generally, have wive:;,, .it was n~ce8sar~ to 
rnake smne provision for their protection againHt 
the ordinary effects of illicit intercour~e. It was 
considered, therefore, in accordance wrth the old 
maxim that "necessity ha• no laws," that 
there was an absolute necessity for that legisln­
tion · and there was an end of the matter. 
But 'there are people in ]<;ngland who will 
contend, especially if they conceive the id':'a 
that anybodv is going to be oppressed m 
any way. These are a very Btnhborn oort of 
people ; they are supposed to b':' des~ended from 
the old stock of Puritans, and m thrs c>ese they 
were joined by a Yery powerfn.l section of the 
1nost influential daHBeR-a sectwn con1posed of 
the very highest class<'" in En){land. These con­
tentious people held that those Acts were pa,sed 
hurriedly--without di;eussion, in a thin House, 
at a late honr of the night. They called t" 
ren1en1brnnce the ulcl H..on1a.n ;.,~~steni, where all 
the senators were comvelled to be preoent, auci 
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where no Act passed after sunset was valid. 
They had the temerity to say that penal legis­
lation passed in a thin House after midnight was 
a disgrace to any legislat<Jre. However that 
may be, there is no doubt that the Permis­
sive Act of 1864 was the thin end of the 
wedge ; that the Compulsory Act of 1866 
brought a great part of the country under a 
system of police espionage very hateful to the 
people in Great Britain ; and that the .B;xtending 
Act of 1860 introduced this spy system into a 
very large part of England and a part of Ireland. 
The advocates of this system said that they 
would endeavour to extend it to the whole of 
England and Ireland ; and the House of Lords 
recommended that it should be extended by-ancl­
by-but with very great caution, as they put it-
to the whole of the United Kingdom, including 
Scotland and Wales. U ncler these circumstances 
a stonn, which had been long gathering-, was 
brought to the culminating point, and the effect 
was irresistible. In spite of organised cmnbina­
tion on the part of the people who were in favour 
of those Contagions Diseases Acts, and in spite 
of every effort which that party could make-and 
they left no stone unturued-the spirit of British 
freedom and fair play prevailed, and the Acts 
were doomed. Last year, after sixteen years of 
trial, the Hight Hon. Mr. Stansfeld, member for 
Halifax, carried his re~;o]ution in the English 
House uf Commons, "That this House disap­
proves of the compulsory examination of women 
under the Contagious Diseases Act." In one or 
two British colonies where this Act was im­
posed it has been discardetl. In the Cape Colony 
it has been repealed. In Canada, although they 
pa"sed the Act at the desire of the Imperial 
Government, or of the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, they have never ventured to put it 
into opera.tion ; it was considered to be opposed 
to the great constitutional principles of British 
government, and the Canadians would not have 
it. In Hongkong we know that Sir ;r ohn Pope 
Hennessy, until recently the Governor, has 
expressed himself very strongly and most 
emphatically against the Contagious Diseases 
Act. In the presidencies of India the Aet 
is also doomed, and, now that the system has 
heen proved an actual failure in Paris, there 
is no doubt it will be abolished in every one of 
the British dependencies. Unhappily, as I 
think, sixteen years ago we arlopted this system 
in this British colony of ~2unenslantl-very soon 
after its adoption in Engbnd. The first attempt 
to initiate the matter we1s made in the Upper 
House, but that was overruled. It was after­
wards introduced in the Assembly, but there 
were only two gentlemen who were found bold 
enough to advocate the pas,ing of the Act in 
this colony, in this House, at that time; and 
those were both members of the medical profes­
sion. It was opposed in admirable and un­
answerable speeches by Mr. N orton, the present 
member for Port Cnrtis, by :VIr. vV. H. vValsh, 
now a member of the Upper House, and 
by the late Sir J<'"hua Peter Bell. It 
vcas contended by the ad \'OCates of the Act 
that it was an exact copy of the English Act 
of lSGG, and it was asserted at the time that it 
was the law in South Australia. But that was 
an error. It has never been the law in that 
colony; and if anyone disputes that, I have ! 
evidence enough before 1ne to prove it. (.Jneens­
land is the only one of the Australian colo11ies 
which has considered it necessary to bring itself , 
under the system which is est.ablisheu by the 1 

Contagious Diseases Act. The onlv vestige of 
an excuse which I could ever find for its estab­
litihuwnt in England was th<:tt it wa:--; neces~ary f, n~ 
the protection of our r-mldien; and ~nilors. But, ~ir, 
\\'here are our soldierd and :-;ailot·s in Qneen~la.nd ~ 
\Yho are the pec.ple who needed to be protected 

here? Is there any class of people in Queens­
land who cannot marry? Is there anyone 
arrived at the age of manhood who would be 
barred by poverty from entering into what 
the Church of Englancl calls "the holy estate 
of matrimony"? Ireland is said sometimes to 
lw the poorest country in Europe ; but 
we know that Ireland is one of the most 
virtuou~ countries in Europe, so far aK the 
intercourse of the sexes is concerned ; and it 
is so because the Ca,tholic clergy do their 
very utmost to promote early marriages-thus 
doing away with the ca,n~e uf prostitution, and 
getting to the very root of the evil. And 
yet, sir, though we hn,d no soldiers in Queens­
land and no sailors, and, thank God, no poverty, 
we must needs proceed to pass an Act of Parlia­
ment for making illicit intmcourse with the sexes 
as easy-that is, as little litthle to after disagree­
able consequences-as possible. \Vhy, sir, the 
Parisians themselves have abolished the system 
after nearly a hundred years of trial ! In the 
beginning of 1884 this atrocious system came 
to an end in the great capital of France-for 
which statement I will presently show you my 
authority. The Parisians themselves, convinced 
that the Act had not been successful but had 
been a total failure in diminishing disease, are 
ashan1ed of ever having introduced such a systein ; 
and, as I say, they have now actually abolished 
it. In Paris the working of the system has 
been for mo,ny years in the hands of that branch 
of the police called the Police des 1lf rears. Those 
men are very vigilant, leaving no stone unturned 
to carry out their system of registration of the 
women, and to bring them under the power 
o,nd the control of the police, and under the 
examination of the medical officers. But in spite 
of all their efforts that registration has proved a 
perfect failure in Paris, for out of 3G, 000 women 
of that class, at the lowest calculation, less than 
3,600 are generally found on the register. The 
Police des M:rxu,·s are the lowest of their class-in 
lettgue with the keepers of brothels, canying- out 
their calling very often cruelly and vilely, and 
too frer1uently at the expense and to the annoyance 
and irreparable injury of virtuous women. Let 
anyone, sir, read a book written in .B'rench and 
published in Paris by M. Gnyot. This gentle­
man has spent a gTeat part of his life in 
exhibiting and pointing out the evils of this 
cruel system. He wtts, and is still, I believe, a 
member of the municipal council o£ the city of 
Paris; a man, I believe, of b!b·h reputation ; in 
fact, I know he is. He was imprisoned for having 
accused the Police des Jlf re1ws of nefarious practices 
in connection with the system. This brought 
him under the notice of 1lr. Stansfeld and other 
distinguished person£ in Engla11d ; and on his 
liberation from prison he became him,eJf the 
liberator of France-chiefly by his writings and 
by the mass of evidence which he brought for­
ward-frnln that atrocious, cruel, cow[l,rdly sy'3tern 
which is no longer in existence in France. I have 
what seems to me good anthority for the state­
ment. It never was established by Act of P~trlia­
ment in France. It was established by municipal 
authority in Paris, and the council resolved to 
abolish the system in the beginning of this year. 
I think I shall satbfy the Home on that 
point. Hon. gentlemen know that for three 
ye::trs thiK nw,tter haR been inve~ti~ated 
by a select committee of the British Hmme of 
Cornn1ons. }1~or three yen.rs evidence h~ts been 
taken. So far as the general effects of the Acts 
were concernecl, questions were put to private 
individuals, and members of the police force ; 
ancl the resnlt, as to their indivitlual priYate 
opinion on the ~mbject, was very eonflicting. 
Bnt the evidence as to the fact th:ct e•mstitu­
tional disea~e has increaHecl during Lhe la::;t 
sixteen years, under the operation u£ these Acts, 
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is, to my mind, very conclusive. Now, sir, 
the point I shoulcl chiefly endeavour to esta· 
blish is this: that constitutiomtl disease has 
not been <liminished but has increased under 
the operation of these Acts in ]';ngland. In 
fact, I believe that it was that rea-son that had 
its final effect in determining the British Govern­
ment to bring in a Bill to repeal the Contagious 
Diseases Acts. I do not so.y that reason alone, 
but that chiefly; and that having been fully 
proved, I think the Government have had 
no alternative but to repeal the Acts. \V ell, 
sir, ::Yir. Stansfeld points out a very impor· 
tant tlistinctiou-namely, that there are venereal 
disorders which are not constitutional, and are 
not in a.ny sense dangerous ; and it is only those 
which are constitutional-which are in the blond, 
and can be communicated from one verson 
to another-that the State has anything to do 
with in this matter. Mr. Stansfeld, in his speech 
before the Home of Commons, when his resolu· 
tion was carried, established this point : that 
even taking the figures of the cmmmttee-the 
committee, I should say, was chiefly comvosed of 
pronounced advocates of the Acts. Out of six­
teen m em hers-whether desig·nedly or not, [ 
cannot say-ten were gentlemen fully committed 
to support the Acts by their public speeches 
during the agitation which has been going on 
in l~nglaml for a great length of time. Ten 
members of that committee were a\'owed advo­
cates of the Acts, and it was natural for them 
to call witnesses who were likely to give 
evidence in favour of the Acts-officers who 
had carried out the Acts, and who woultl 
naturally take credit for all the good that had 
resulted from the various efforts to put down 
prostitution, and mitigate as far as possible 
this clre,trlful social evil. Well, Mr. Stansfeld 
shows how very little good had been accom· 
plished-even taking the figures of the majority 
of the committee- of those gentlemen who 
were determined that the Acts should not 
be abolished if possible-although the minority 
of six entirely disputed and denied their 
method of calcubtion :-

" rraking the figures of the majority, and taking all 
cla:o;ses ot' disease together, the total f-laving of efficiency 
amount.-; to this: to 5·:38 per thousand in the protected 
di~tricts." 

That is, where the Acts were in force. Now, 
assuming th<tt in the protected districts there 
were 30,000 men-there were, however, only 
26,000 under the supposed protection of these 
Acts-that woul<l amount to only 269 out of 
GO,OOO. :Mr. Stansfeld continues:-

" \'nmt I will ask the House is this--taking broa.clly 
and largely the figures of the report of the majority­
whet or a m:tximum :mving in efficiency ot less than 
5~ per 1.0 )0 is a, justitication of thes ~Acts (Cheel'>.; !" 

This is a speech delivered in the House of 
Cmnrrwns-

"I would ask them~I would ask even the supporters 
or these Acts, speaking hononr;tbly between HI<.Lll and 
man -whether these are figures which C01T0\';pOl1ll to the 
expectations held ont a.nd entertained when the15c Aets 
were intrudueecl (hear, hear) ; a..tHl I wonld further ask 
all men interested in this ns a sanitary question, and 
especially mPdic:tl men, whether SlWh lignrcs as these 
sho\v the slightest ~L}lproximation to the realisHtion of 
the original idea of the stamping ont. or at least the 
very great reductwn, of these diseases." 

\V ell, sir, instead of checking venereal diseases­
constitutional clisP:tses which they should check­
~ir. Stansfeld goes on to show that there had 
been no gain whatever from the operation of 
those Acts. Taking still the figures of the 
majority, he s<>id :-

•· Our C')llteution npou the-.e fi2.:ures is this: 'Ye say it 
is proved ill evidence that the result of the operation of 
the Aets is a grL!ater proportLOn oE con~titntion:tl to 
1 on-con.:;titntional ca~cf', a very donhtfnl positive 
decrea::r0 iu thq a.monnt of ('.On~titutiOllal disease; and 

ta.kinO' all the fiO'ures (which we are not vrcpnred to 
admit~ of the a.dv~eat.es of the Acts, the diminution of 
constitutional di!'iease amounted at most to 0·15 per 
l,OOl), or 7~ ont of 50,(100 men." 
That was not 1, or~, or;} per cent.-of 1 per 1,000, 
-but 7"Q per 50,000. But, coming to statistics 
we can rely upon-the reports of the 
medical officers of the army in those dis· 
trict" subject to the Acts-we find that con­
stitutional disease-true syphilis-has actually 
increased during those sixteen years. Of course 
medimtl men are in favour of these Acts, and 
especially army medic:tl men and those who ha~'e 
had the carrying out of t~ese Acts ; but, still 
C[Uoting from Mr. Stansfeld s speech, that gentle­
man '1 noted from the Army Medical Report for 
1880, and he says :-

"The Army liedic<tl Report for 1880 was in the 
hands of the authorities before the chairman put 
be ore us his dra.ft rcvort, and it shows a very great 
increase in the amount of diJO;ea.se in the year 
18·-lO oyer the vear 1879. in spite of the six­
teen years of these Aet.s, and a far greater increase or 
disense in the proteeted than in the unproteeted 
stations; for though in the unprotected stations there 
was an incrense of~;) per cent .. in the protected stations, 
comparing 188\) with 1879, the increase was no less than 
57 per cent." 
Now, this refers to constitutional diseases-to 
syphiliB-and it affects the men only. Now, so 
far as the women are concerned, :Mr. Stansfeld 
said in his speech in the House of Commons :-

"·wen. I come lastly to the case or the women under 
the Act~-prostitutes. I find that there has been a 
marked increase of disease under the Acts. Taking the 
years 1875 to l88t), I find that disea-:;e a.mong these 
women in the subjected distriets has increased from 127 
to 176 per cent.'' 
The conclusion of the whole matter is this : The 
majority of thltt committee, pledged as they 
were to do their utmo:;t for the continuation of 
the Acts, and being under the hallucination that 
this was to be the means of jJrotecting our 
soldiers and sailors from disease, have come 
to the conclusion-they could not do other· 
wise--that they could not recommend that 
these Acts should be extended to any othet· 
districts in England or in the United Kingdom. 
And the House of Commons came to the con­
clusion that the Act should be done a·vay with 
in toto. The Executive Government suspended 
the Act after the carrying of Mr. Stansfeld's 
resolution ; they could not do otherwi.>e, and the 
Government brought in a Bill to re]Je!tl the Act. 
I will read some remarks made by the 11arquis of 
Hartington when the Bill was read a first time. 
He said:-

"Hon. members willl'eeollect that the House passed 
bv a considerable majority a resolution condemnmg the 
cOmpulsory examination of women under the Con­
tagious Disea8es Acts. It appeared to the Government 
that. although they were perfectly aware that no reso­
lution of one House of Parliament could a.ltcr the law, 
this was a matter which, through the strueture Gf the 
Aets, was unquestionably within the power o! this 
Hou~e to decide upon ; bet~ausc the Acts depended for 
then· operation entirel_,. upon the ac·iou of the metro­
politan police an:l cert:Lin snrgeons, the expenses of 
whom WIJ!'e met by votes of this House. 'rhe House of 
Commons therefore h:.td the power in their own case to 
gtve effect to the resolution at which, by a large majority, 
they had arrived. 'Yell, sir, the Government, holfhng as 
they <lid that the powers conferred upon them under 
the i\..ct.s 'vere nnque-;tionably mainly of a. permissiYe 
character. proposed at onne, when the resolution of the 
IIou.-;c wasp ,sse l, to give effect to that resolution by wit.h­
drav.ring as soon as possible the metropolitan poliee from 
the distriets dealt with, and thereby put an end to the 
compulsory ex:tmination of women At the same time, 
the G-overnment stawd that in their opinion no time 
ought to be lost in making the hLW conformable to the 
nmv state of affairs. 'rhey therefore undertook to bring 
in a Bill to give effect to the resolution of the House, 
upon the lines which I have all'Catly indieated." 

Then, after explaining the measure, he said :-
"'!'hose are all the vrovisions which we believe will be 

necessary. rrhe provhions of the Contagious Di::;~Jases 
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Ar,ts whieh relate to the compnlsory examination of 
·womPn, to the registration of women, and the so-called 
vo~n!ltary submission to examina,tion mny, in our 
opmwn, safely be repealed." 

'!'he reHolution come to by the municipality nf 
Paris is this. It is given, I may say, in the 
Shield, an English publication of 7th .July, 1873; 
and unless the Premier can •how me that it is 
incorrect I have rE'.tson to belie,·e it is correct, 
espe?ial!y as it corresponds exactly with what 
was nnrninent, as published again ~tnd again in 
the Westminster Re1•iew~that they were deter­
mined to bring it to an end. 'l'he resolution is 
as follows :~ 

"The Council-
" Considering that the existing in~titution of the 

Police dt-s JiteU,·'s rests upon no legal basis; 
'' 'rhat notwithstanding its innumerable annual viola­

tions of individual liberty, it haH been unable to a.ttain 
the aim for which it was instituted, either in regard to the 
diminution of !-yphilitic disPnse, or in respect of the pre­
Tention of offences against the common law, or against 
public morals, etc. ; 

''Considering that neither prostitution nor syphilis is 
a crime or an offence against the law: 

" Resolves :-
"Art. 1.-The abnlition from the lst Jannary,l88-:t. of-~ 

1. The second Bureau of the first division of the 
J>refecturlil of Police, known as the Bureau of 
the Police rles JlfifllrN; 

2. The Brigade of the Police dNJ Jftf'l'l . ..,, incorpo­
rated on the 9th ::\larch, 1881, with the Serl'ic& 
des ._'ht~·f'I,J; 

8. The Dispensaire de SnlubrilrJ (the examining­
room) of the Prefecture of Police; 

4. The second section of the prison of Saint Lazare, 
and the special infi•rmary of the said prison. 

"Art. 2.-The Pl'efect of Poliee is requested-
1. rl'o study nnd <'Onsider a s~vstem of orgnnisation 

Which shall substitute the lJOli<•e offief'I'S aJHl 
eommissiouers of poliee or the Quflrfie1· fot· tlw 
existing agents of the ]JIJ/it·t! de::; Jht-l't'.v. in all 
tna.tters concr.rning public order in resve1·t of 
women who practise pro.stitntion : 

2. To formulate (libellet') new decrees on the snbject 
or prostitution, solely ou the hmds of 1lte inch­
<'ations given in the present report; all t•ontra­
ventions of sueh decrees to lJe hencetorth 
brou:;1;ht hefore the eompetent tribunal~; 

~. To revise the statutes of all ::::ocieties of mntual 
assistance and gt·eat emn]mnies. ete .. in ~ueb wise 
as to secure that medieal treatnwnt and as:;;is­
tance be aecorded to venereal disease in the 
same manner as to all other diseases. 

HArt. 3.-The administration of L'A88i.<>flllh'e Puhliqve 
is requested to proPeed with all possible speed-

1. To the transformation or the hospitals l.otn~eine 
and dtt ..Llfirli into general hospitals; 

2. To the formulation of rnles expressly anthorising 
the admission of venereal vaiieuts into the 
general hospitals." 

Provision is ordered to be made for secm·­
ing good order, doing away with registration, 
with forcible medical examination, and with the 
treatment of these people in lock hospitals, atl­
mitting them to the ordinary treatment of other 
patients in the general hospitnls of li'rance. 
Now, as far as we are concerned in Queensland, 
we were in a great hurry to pass these Acts. 1 
think they were passed with wh:.t may be <"l1lled 
indecent haste, and without those reasons whkh 
alone justified-if they did justify at all-the 
passing of these Acts in Great Britftin. IV e 
were in a great hurry, I say, to pttss these 
Acts. Shall we hasten to retrace our steps 
now that we know after sixteen years' ex1Jerience 
that they have been a grancl failure in J<:ngland, 
and that a Bill has heen brought in to repeal 
them? Thttt Bill has not been passed yet, be­
cause other business took the place of it, and 
because the Hon. J\!Ir. Rtansfeld took excPption 
to the 5th clause; but its passage is ineYitttble. 
And shall we now, I say, copy the example of 
the Imperial Government-of our own country-­
ttfter we have been in "'ch haste to impose 
these Acts upon our fellow-colonists sixteen 
years ago \Vithont the shadow of a. reason for doing 
so--now that we kno,v, aA fa,r as we can know, b~~ 
the evidence which we ern f(atlwr that thfe resqlt 

has been a dead failure? But this is not the whole 
<[uestion; this French invention was intended to 
mitigate physical disease at the expenRe of 
the moral health of the community. It w:ts, 
sir, illicit intercourse made easy and safe : 
any systern which regulates :::nch intercourse by 
Act of Parliament gives to it, I think, the sanc­
tion of law- it strikes me so. I submit, sir, that 
the stability of this great British l~mpim, of which 
we form a part, has its secret in the rightAOUt'>­
nessgenerallyof our laws, and in their conformity 
to the purest moral code that was ever given 
to the world. It may be impossilJle or impolitic to 
make fornication punishable by law ; but if 
chastity be a virtue in a wmnan-which no n1an 
will disHent from--then fornication in a man 
or in a wmnan is a sin; and any sy.sten1 which 
seeks to make that sin as easy and as safe as pos­
sible, I submit, is morally unsound, and cannot 
possibly be conducive to the physical health 
of the nation. I know there are many who 
will not look at this moral o,spect of the ques­
tion at all ; they insist on confining their 
attention to the materialistic view of the matter, 
and that is the case generally, I belieYe, with 
members of the medical profession. Now, I 
have the g-reatest resppct for the members of the 
rnedical lJI'ofession generally, and I think society 
generally is very greatly indebted to the mem­
bers of that profession. They are a noble 
class of men ; still. sir, they are only human 
after all. vV e know that they g-enerally seem 
to think that every evil is to be cure<! 
by the application of the principles of their 
nohle art-that therapeutics is the nniver,•al 
he::tl-all for pvery Hnre-rnoral, }Jhy:-.icaJ, 1-JOli­
tical, anll social ; and that hn1nan lH?ings are 
HO ruany ~1natou1if'H to be di~sected by the BCalpel 
of the :-;urgeon. Sir StaJforcl N orthcote, Rl_JPak­

ing on the subject a.fter the Hon . .\Jr. Stansfdd 
earried his l'f~.,olntion, :-:aiLl tha.t tl1e Htedi~.:al Illt'll 

had alw:ty' 'tt<ted that they would stamp ont tbis 
disease; hut he snid :Pnrlittment never needs to he 
rrwre on itR gnard thn .. n when the r1octor cmneB 
and asks for power to do smnething with 
the policeman at his back. Now, apart from 
the view taken by moralists and materialist,, 
there is a common-sen:-:;e view taken 1Jy a 
different class of thinkers and speake'". 
There a.re such n1en a8 ·write in the lVestminste1' 
Recirw, for instn.nce-n1en \vho are entirely 
independent of what they conceive to be the 
errors of re1igionists, and I will rea1.l front one of 
them a very short quotati<m-I know the House 
does not ,, ant to be troubled with more than is 
neceMsary. I attn,ch the very greatest irnportanee 
to the vie\vs here expref-.:;ed, inasmuch a;;; they 
are not the views of religionists nwrely-not the 
views of Inere sanitarians-but the vie\vr-:, as I 
lu.ve said, of the common·sonse, hard-heacled, 
thinking men who, as I say, prefer to he 
independent of the religionists. I will now 
quote from the rVe"tlllin,ter Rcciew for 1870, 
vol. 37 :~ 

"In the article entitled 'rro,.,titntion in relation to 
the Xationa1 Hralth,' pnhlishcd in this Re?:it'l'i nine 
months ago. evidPn('e was adduced provillg that the 
disease" as~ociate<l with pros.t.itntion are very widely 
spread throughout this eouutry"--

Fully recogni~ing the danger-
,, Ancl that tbt'Y are ]lrodne'ing· :t tn•ofonndly tleg-enera­
tive inf1tH"llCe on the phy~i~~a.l life of thr_: Briti:-.11 peovle. 
Three m out !Js ngo we IJHhli~hcd a n'view of 1 be gm'' rn­
ffi(~nta1 exl1erinwnts wbi1~h have bc:t>n miulc ill ~PYPral 
rontin•·nta1 citif's lu (~ontJ'Olling ]Jro:o:.titntion. illHi 

exercising a s:mitary inflnf'nt·f: on prostitntc~ tlJem­
selves; an cl we shm'i cd that all those expcriJnrnts 
had bren attpnded bv 0110 and the same re~ult­
tota1 failure to accom.plish the nhjL·ct int(_·nded. I~. 
then, the policy of lai.w;e::: .(1ri,·r· thf' 1}1"-t policy 
nfter all~ 1s llwt ('Onclll'l'PIICe of stolid i1HlitfPr­
C1H~e and religion~ h01T111' wltirh ha.s rrtltwrfl the 
English l'Pople to ignore both prn~titntion :1n·l the 
clisease:.. it :vrodnces, to b{1, il1Lte~Ll. aei'OIIHh:~l Ull' l;:gl!eilt 



Contagious D£seases Act. [21 NOVEMBER.] Contagious Diseases Act. 1527 

practical witHlom? :'\Iu~t we realh· ~it down with our 
hands folded in despair in p1·e~C:n('e of the terrihle 
evil we have described, and mutely l'Cl'Og"llisc the 
appalling, if truthfuL doom which haM so often 
heen prononn'·eil. that pro.-;titntion, as. w,·ll a~ the 
diseases conneded_ with it, shall ~tlwnys he with 
ns ~ n"e believe not: and. faitbfnl to tlle idea., that 
b~r prolong-ed s.tndy a.nd cttrne!'t strife. so to C:"'tabli~h 
the mntn·tl l'clations of llWH anU women, that pros­
titntion and its di~eas('S slmll cease. hmnanitr ·will not 
Llhonrin Yrtin, we shall, in the }H'esent artir:le, ]Joint oat 
what steps m:ly even now h ... t:~ kPn for lvii;snning aHd 
preYenting those clist"HSes witll()nt violating- anv prin­
niple jnstly hdd saere.l l)y lllornli.;;;t~. politieal erouo­
mists. or statesmen, and without ontl':L,!.dlll-!' the fedings 
or destroying the porsonaJ liberty of even the prostitnte~ 
themselves." 

)[ow, sir, I will come back fnr a minute to 
Queensland and onr own intereRtB in this matter 
for that is what we have to r!o with. By the'~ 
Acts onr paternal Government undertake 'to pro­
vide these wo1nen for the u:-;e of our young nlen­
onr own HonR. Pro~titutes in RcoreR parade the 
street.,, holr!ing out inducements to these yonn~ 
men. They can :my they have been treated at 
the hospital ; they can show the certificate 
that they havr> been there; and that is 
a prouf that they are clean. In :England 
and in Ireland, sir, these unhappy women call 
the!11selve8 ''.(~ueen'.::,·:wnnen." Why not'? Is not 
their profes~ron legahRed? Do not Governrnent 
otf.cers~highly qnalified medical men~carry on 
the examination--the introspection~with their 
ow:1 hands, with the aid of a speculum, ancl the 
ass1st~mce of some terrible machine, which they 
~ave mv~nter! for the purpose of getting the body 
m to the r1ght posture, too horrible to be described? 
And thiR, Rir, i:-; done sy:-;tematically ~tnd con­
tinually, an<l the effect we know rn1~st be thiK : 
that these poor cren,tnres, subjected periodically 
to that treatment >tt the h<t11rls of men, become 
lost to all sense of shame~of womanly shame ; 
they become hanlPnecl ctnd reduced to a wretched 
degradecl conclitiou, with the bnm<l of infam~ 
that can never be wiped ont. The cruelty t'o 
women in this respect is in my opinion beyond all 
power of expreRsion; it is a violation of Britil~h 
liberty of the grossest and nwst atrocious kind. 
Its effect upon the wornen i~ hardening and 
humilbting, degrading, and shamefnl in the 
extreme. And what of the men? Do we dare to 
nuke a law that will reach the men who commit 
these acts·: But why should we not estaLlish a 
polite des nw!lus to watch the men ; to put to 
them oclimm qnestions in the streets, to dog their 
steps, to haul them up before the magistrates, to 
force then1 to regixter themRelves as frequenters 
of hrothels, and to put upon them the brand of 
infamy"! vVe dare not. And yet we do it to 
these girls ; we watch all these poor defence­
less \Vmue:n by policemen in plain clotheti \Vho 
1nark their outgoings and inccnningR, and are 
actually empowered undet· our laws to put to the 
wife of an:v hon. gentlmnau in this House, it 
may he, if they meet her in the street. at their 
own di:-:cretion, the rnost odious <IU<~'stiDns. Is 
this worthy uf ns n,s Engliw..]nnen, the einanci­
patot'8 of the slave, the Christian and chivn,lrous 
nation which has figured before the world 
'" the professed prntector of the oppressed, 
the down-tro<ldon, and the unfortunate'! But 
wha,t i~ to be done? Sir, rnuch rnay be done. 
1\fuch has been done in the city of Glasgow 
in the eity of vVinchester, aurl in mauy othe;· 
pln,ces ~hat I c.mld name, and respecting which I 
could give the facts and figures had I the tirne; 
but that is not necessary. A great detcl ha,; been 
accomplished in Glasgow, where the nurnber of 
prostitutes has been rednce<l from over 400 
to something like 37; awl also in \Vinches­
ter, by admitting all clisease<l persons without 
question or ignmniny to proper ancl hun1aue 
treatment in the general hospit:>ls, the rlise:>se 
h~>s ~>!most disappe~>red, This is tlw p0lic;- of 

justice and common sense as opposed to the three 
systems of repression-lai.,scz fcti?·c as it has been 
ealled, or indifference, and forcible regulation. 
Repression has been tried :>t different times 
in various p:>rts of the world, and in :>ll ages. It 
has been embodied very well, as I saw the other 
clay, in a truly Parisian prescription written by an 
eminent physician in Park His panacea is 50,000 
police to watch over the suspected women of Paris, 
and make them li l'e in brothels under their care, 
with power also to t:>ke away young females 
who may be found in the streets from the pro­
tection of their parents. We may dismiss that 
at once. Systems of that kind~cruel in the 
extreme~have been tried, and all of them have 
been found to be worse than useless. The system 
of laissr: foire, as it is called, is that which 
refuses to admit persons suffering from this 
disease into our general hospit:>ls, on the ground 
that the sufferers are sinners, and that the disease 
is judicial, a visitation from God with which it 
would be impious to interfere. Then there are 
those who would deal with the evil by Contagious 
Diseases Acts. 'The lo;,r:ical outcome of these 
Acts is that prostitution is essentially an element 
of human society, and the Contagious Diseases 
Acts airn nt rrutking fornication as safe a~ possible. 
The dise:>se we know exists--it may be rife in 
(..lneensland for aught I know~it is in England 
and other parts of the world; and what we have 
to do is to cure it by all means, but not by 
violence, not by a violent interference with the 
liberty of the person, or by cruelty perpetrated 
on these defenceless wretched women, but by 
receiving them into our general hospitals and 
treating them humanely, without putting any 
brand or stigma upon them. \Ve should cure 
their disease with all speed. That is the Chris­
tian way of denling with the matter, and thB 
couunon-sense way too. \Ve cannot alter hu1nan 
mtture by Act of Parliament, hut we can in 
Queensland cease from doing evil that good may 
come, and we c:>n purge ourselves, as I hope 
we slmll do to-day, of the injustice, the cruelty, 
and the wrong of that Contagi<nm Diseases Act, 
which unhappily becan1e law sixteen years ago 
in this colony. vVhat I do to-day I do with very 
great di:.;treHs to 1ny own 1nind-it is more dis· 
tressing to me thsn anything I have ever had 
to do before~and l hardly know whether 
I should not be overwhelmed with the subject. 
I feel greatly obliged to hon. members for h:>ving 
been so good as to listen to Ine upon such a 
painful question. I bring forward this motion 
with the approval, I feel sure, of the majority 
of our fellow-colonists, and in the name of the 
great majority of the people of this colony of 
Queensland, in the name of the united churches 
of fhis great land, in the name of the fathers 
:>nd mothers of our sons and daughters, in the 
name Gf girls who love their l1rothers, and in the 
name of :>Jl who love their country, I ask hon. 
members of this House to as"ist me in my feeble 
effort in passing thi~ rm:;olution, and saying 
thereby tlmt the Contagious Dise:>ses Act shall 
be repe:tled. 

The PR:El\UI~R said : Mr. Speaker,~! am 
sure it mu't have heen impossible to listen to the 
hon. gentlelllan who has just sat down without 
feeling that he was thoroughly and sincerely in 
e:>mest in the matter which he has taken in 
hand. He has presented the matter to the 
House l'ery ably indeed from the point of view 
which he takes up, and it is with very great 
regret that I feel myself un:>ble to agree with 
him in the conclusions that he has arrived at. 
There is no doubt that this is a very unpleasant 
subject; but the fact that it is unpleasant is no 
reason why we should not address ourselves 
to it, and we must a<ldress ourselves to it 
as it really is. I do not propose to follow the 
hon, gentleman at length in the argument~ he 
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used ; but I sktll a cl vert to a few of them as 
briefly as I can to bring before the House the 
position in which the matter stands, according 
to the information I have been able to obtain. 
I am speaking for myself alone. I do not know 
what the views of my colleagues in the Govern­
ment are on the matter, except one or two of 
them; but I shall give the House the opinions 
I have been forced to by the researches I 
have made into the subject, and by the 
information I have been able to acquire. I 
do not profess to know all about it. There 
is probably no subject upon which the best 
authorities are more divided in opinion. I 
scarcely like to tv.;e the expression "sentin1ent" 
in the matter ; hut yet it nnmt he admitt-ed that 
there must be a great deal of what is called 
''sentiment" in the arguments that are nsed in 
opposition to the system we have ac1opted in this 
colony. There are a great many arguments 
against any such proceedings as are adopted 
from one · point of view ; but, as in all 
other matters of leg·islation, we have, in 
dealing with difficult subjects, to look at 
them from all points of view and see upon 
which side the arguments preponderate, unless 
any particular course is morally wrong. I am 
unable to see that there is anything morally 
wrong in the system we have in this colony. I am 
perfectly aware that the system which has been in 
force in Paris for nearly a century is as bad as any 
system can possibly be ; and I dn not wonder 
that the municipality of Paris, which is charged 
with the maintenance of the public order and 
the protection of the public morals, should have 
determined to suppress it. I am not going to 
weary the House with a description of that 
system as it was; but no one can read any 
truthful narrative of it, as carried out by the 
Police des llfll'w·s-moral police, as they are 
called-without seeing that it was an iniquity 
and a scandal to any country. But that is not 
the matter we have to deal with here; we have 
to deal with an entirely c1ifferent question. The 
administnation of that police was placed in the 
hands of the lowest type of men, whose aim was 
to crowd as many women as they could into the 
brothels. 'rhat was avowed. If it was reportec1 
that the number was diminishing, it was said 
that it must be owing to the want of zeal on the 
part of the police; and things had arrived at such 
a pitch at last, that virtuous women could not be 
in the streets alone after dark without being in 
danger of being dragged to one of the lock 
hospitals in Pads. That is the state of things 
which had been brought about, and the whole 
world rebelled against it, as it was known that 
the abuses were enormous. I am free to admit 
that, according to the best statistics available, 
so far as can be ascertained, a very large pro­
portion of venereal diseases came from the women 
who were subjected to that abominable treatment. 
No wonder'; read the circumstances and the 
effects of the kind of treatment they were sub­
jected to. I will not state all about it, because 
I do not think it would be desirable that it 
should appear in the public Press. I have, 
during the last few days, taken considerable 
trouble to make myself more acquainted than I 
was beforre, with the history of this matter in 
Paris, and I only wonder that men ever escaped 
from these houses uninfecterl. But that is not 
the question we have to deal with. The hon. 
gentleman was in error when he said that only 
1,000 ont of 30,000 women were subjected to the 
law. 'rhe statistics I have in this book are 
by l\1:. Guyot, who has been the most prominent 
member of the Parisian Municipal Council in 
this rnatter--

Mr. JORDAN : I said 3,GOO out of 3G,OOO 
women. 

The PREMIER: If the hon. gentleman went 
by :!VI. Gnyot's book, the estimated number was 
only gne13SWork. rrhe lllUnber not registered is 
unkno\vn ; and a cnn1parison between a known 
quantity and an unknown quantity can never 
be ver~· accurate. lt is impos:sible to base any 
argurnent upon statistics when one elen1ent of 
cornparison is an unknown quantity. I cannot 
attach much importance to that. I say we 
have not to dc>al with the abominable system 
that existed in Paris; we have a different 
system in this colony, and I will say a few 
words as to why that system was intmduced ; 
and why the circumstances of this colony, more 
than any other of the Austmlian colonies anc1 
certainly more than in England, except in one or 
two instances, are in favour of the adoption of a 
system analogous to that which was adopted 
in the Act of 1868. I assume that hon. mem­
bers know the nature of the disease that is in 
question- a disease that is infinitely worse 
than smallpox, or cholera, or typhoid, and 
those other diseases that we are accustomecl 
to look upon with such hor1·or. They are 
nothing as compared with this scourge, and 
it is a scourge by which the sins of the bthers 
are visited upon the children even to the 
third and fourth generation. It i;; a scourge which 
punishes not only the man who is guilty of the 
sin, but it is visited upon the innocent wife and 
children aml gr'1ndchildren. Do hon. gentlemen 
know that there are some countries in the world 
where every man and every woman is infected 
with the disease ? That is ,., fact. I will not 
trouble the House by n.',lding it. I have known 
instances of cases where men have sinned and 
acquired that terrible disease in their youth, and, 
believing themselves cured, have married, and 
made what might have been a happy house a house 
of misery, and have blighted the lives of their 
wives and innocent children. Such are no isolated 
cases, l:>ut things which are well known; tmd from 
which we can estimate what is the nature of the 
evil we have to deal with. But how is the disease 
mostly propagated? We find it is mostly propa­
gated by women who are engaged in an unlaw­
ful occupation -unlawful, though not for­
bidden by any positive law. They are, by 
the nature of their calling, most likely to 
be infected. 'What is the consequence? ·why, 
that men who are infected will certainly infect 
others. Their own constitutions will, in all 
probability, be entirely ruined. But the sin is 
not visited upon themselves only. If it were, some 
men might say, " Let him take the consequences 
of his sin." But that is not the rule which 
we adopt. We clo not allow a man t.o sin 
at pleasnre, and take the consequences upon 
himself, in any matter affecting· public health. 
Let it be understood that this is a disease as 
n1uch as any other disease - as cholt:~ra, or 
typhus, or smallpox ; and as we will not allow 
any person, if we know it, deliberately to 
infect another with smallpox or typhoid, or 
cholera, why should we allow a woman to infect 
another human being with a more deadly disease 
than any of them? I say that i,, a very strong argu­
ment; why should we allow it if we can avoid it'? 
The question then comes-how are we to prevent 
it? ()£course we cannot stamp the disease out ; 
but if we find a nnmher of perBons engaged in an 
unlawful occupation, which is likely to have the 
effect of spreading this cli.sease, has the State not 
a right to say, "\V e cannot stop the practice of 
your unlawful occupation ; but so long as 
you continue to practise it we will take 
care that you do not effect the ruin of the 
people of this colony'"? That is how the question 
strikes me. Let me just stLy how this Act 
came into operation. Brisbane is the metro­
polis, though it was a very small metropolis 
at that time. It is :>. place of resort for people 
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from all parts of the colony who remain a short 
time in it, and then scatter throughout the colony 
-some of them getting far beyond the reach of 
medical aiel. \Vho arc the people most likely to 
contract this disease? \Vhy, those men who 
come here to this centre of population, acquire 
the disease, and then distribute themselves 
in the interior beyond the reach of medicu,l 
aid! 'l'hose are the individu<tl sources of 
contagion; ::md they are not imaginary cases. 
Do not we know that almost the entire 
aboriginal population of the colony has been 
destroyed by this dise<»le '! Do not we know 
that in muny of the isbnds in the South Seas 
the same result has been brought about, and that, 
to a very large extent, the orig·inal inhabitants 
are being destroyed by this disease more than 
anything else? We find, then, this scourge in our 
midst. \V e find a certu,in number of persons en­
gaged in the occupation of disserninatiug it. Are 
we justified in trying to stop it? ,T ust before the 
Act was passed in Queensland, some terrible 
cases occurred in Brisbane; and it wa;, Ruch 
cases from which the innocent suffer. I re­
nlem ber hearing of one case of a gentlen1an frcnn 
I<:ngland who would have been an ornament to the 
colony, who sinned in the same way as many 
others have done ; and he died, I believe, within 
ten days. There were other cases about the 
same time. Can anyone wonder, therefore, that 
a feeling of horror was excited, and that it was 
determined that some steps should be taken in 
the matter? ,Just before the exneriment was 
made in this colony, an Act was passed for the 
garrison towns in .England, \vhich differed fron1 
the Act here in many respects, and which has 
been in operation for a coneidemble time. I do 
not profess to know the effect the law has had 

, there; but it is notorious that in Queensland 
the Act has had the effect of rendering the 
disease extremely rare compared to what it is 
in other places. I think there is no doubt of 
that ; I can, of course, only rely on the informa­
tion I have. That information I have from Dr. 
Hobbs, who has been in charge of the Act for 
mr1ny years, and who says th"'t in many respects 
it would lead to deplorable consequences if it 
were repealed. That, of course, is an individual 
O)Jinion. I again point out that if it were 
repealed there would be danger of infection 
spreading all over the colony by men out of the 
reach of medical aid. And as to such men, I 
sny it would be better if they died rather 
than go about the country with the disease in 
their system. I say tiH1t deliberately. It would 
be better for the health of the community and 
fur the welfare of coming generations that a man 
infected with the disease should die mther than 
go about with it in his system, and perhaps dis­
tribute it to his wife and children. Hon. mem­
bers, who know the terrible nnture of the disease, 
will, no doubt, give credit to those who are pre­
pared to take stringent mensures to prevent its 
spread, for being juBt as 1nuch in earner;;t in 
their convictions of what is right as those who 
differ from them. Before passing from Brisbane 
I will state what i' the present condition here. 
The return I have is up to the !Jth November, 
and it shows that at the present time. there are 
100 women on the list. During the year there 
h"ve been as many as 13G; but in that time 
3(j have been removed frorn it, anti are 
there no longer. That is a very large proportion 
to have been removed in such a short time. 
During the same period 1G3 persons have been 
sent to the lock hospital. l\'ow, I will not 
trouble the House with saying anything about 
Paris, which is not the only city on the 
Continent where the r1uestion has received a 
good cl ea] of consideration, though I could give 
the information if it were desirable; but it is 
said by some persons that even if the effect of 

the '\.eLl in England and here were to ~t"mp 
the disease out altogether, they are morally 
wrong; and then revetsing thaL argutncut 
they s'"Y that even supposing the Acts could 
be justified they are not etrective. That of 
cmu·Re i~ a nmtter for 1nedical statistics. 
The hon. member stated that the Acts in 
England had only had the effect of reducing 
the list to the extent of 1 in 1,.500. 1 
shall read the figures pre~ently as given by 
Lord Hartington, and the Chairman of the Select 
Committee of the House of Commons, and by 
another Inetnber, 1\Ir. Osborne lVlorgan, ·who 
represented the Uovernment on that committee. 
I do not profess to be able to say whether they 
are l'ight ; but I do not suppose that incorrect 
statistics would be laid lJefore the committee. I 
say, however, from the statistics of the Act 
here, that the effect of 1Gil persons having 
been in the lock hospital during the la.st 
twelve months must have been to prevent the 
spread of contagion. There were 1G8 centres of 
contagion re1noved fron1 the power of doing 
mischief. And I say that no arguments or 
sbttistics in the worl<l can pt'ove that the re­
sult of those 1G3 persons being admitted into 
the hospital has not been to diminish the 
spread of contagion. I will just refer to some of 
the speeches made on :Mr. St,msfeld's motion, 
and to what was said by Mr. Osborne Morgan, 
who, as I stated, waR the representative of the 
Uovernment on that committee. I may say that 
the committee'• report, by a majority of ten to 
six, recommended that the operation of the Acts 
should be continued. I will now quote from the 
Shield, which the hon. m em l1er (:Mr .. Jordan) hag 
been kind enough to lend me. Mr. Mm·gan 
said:-

"I ha Ye got tha figures for 1880 here. 'l'hey are per­
fectly appalling." 
Of course, hon. members will understand that 
in England the Acts are only in force in the 
garrison towns, and are only applied to some of 
them. The towns in which they are applied are 
called" subjected districts," ancl those in which 
they are not applied the "unsubjected dis­
tricts":-

"I will giYe Aldershot, which is a subjected dis­
triet. The aclmis8ions to the hospit~~l there were 
71, per 1.000. Surely that is large enough. But 
in London, an unsubjected district, there wera 
225 men per 1,000 absolntely taken into the 
hospital for one alone of these diseases. In 31an­
chester, 2:-u per 1,000 were so taken in ; in Dublin. 
210; and in Belfast actually 273 per 1,000 were admitted 
into the hospital. The tignres are actually appalling. 
Xow, let me give the fignres of 1881. In London, :!19 
per 1,000 \vere admitted to the hospitttl suffering from 
venereal disease: in Belfast, ~79 per 1,000 wel'e admitted: 
in :Manchester. 228 ver 1,000 ; and in Dublin, 209 per 
1,000. Taking 5ll,OOO men as the garrison of the sub­
jected districts, you would have, if these Acts were re­
pealed, a loss of 400 men from the strength of the Army, 
Out of 50,000 men, on a given clay, 400 \YOuld be actually 
inca.paeitated and in the hospital." 
400 men in one day, and they would not be the 
same 400 men every d"y, of course-

" Ancl so if you abolish these Acts you strike off 400 
men from the effective strength of the forces. In the 
appendix of the evidence of 18'11, there is printed a 
lettPr from the commander of the 80th Regiment at 
Dublin, which made a ~reat impres~ion. It is on page 
471, and it sa vs, 'There have been the enormous number 
of 16() admi~vsion::; t0 hospital of men >:'ntfering from 
primary syphili:-'!, and the admissions from gonorrhcea 
amount to 118, making a tOt.fl,l of 2-:14. 'l'llus Clunng t11e 
perio(l of ten months eonsidrrnbly over 43 per C'Pllt. 
of the unrnan-ied portion of my regiment have been 
incapacitated from duty. And I submit for the sake of 
economY. if not for ttle benetit of the soldiers, some 
steps sh.Ould be t1iken to wipe out this easily prevent­
able but terrible scourge." 
Now I will read some further statistics, or rather 
quute from the Marquis of Hartington's speech 
on page 1~-32 :~ 

"'£he latest statistics which the committee had under 
their con:-;ideratjon wcn"1 the stittistic8 of 1878; but the 
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statistics of 1881 are now av:tibble. an cl the latter sho1v 
that the sa:viug of e:tliciency to the ann)" has gone on 
lJl'Og'l'Cssively illCl'l''ft~iug sillCf) the l'DlJOrt of t.llC COlll­
mitte,•, and that in lH 0 it aulOnlltCtl. uot to 5.; per 1,000, 
but to!)~ llCl' }.('00, awl in 1··~81 to S pl:r l.(l\)0-; SO that, 
in that ease. witlt an a;vemge 1-:itn:ngth nf 50.011!) men, the 
saving wonl<l be in 1~8'1 a s:tving of ;-Q5 men, and in 1~81 
of -100 men. Bnt I tlo not at all :-ulmit on oeha.IE of 
the army that the saYillg of etliciency i:s repre:sentca 
})~v these !lg·m·os. Tlw.se cakuhttions take into 
ac~connt only a nnmber of men actually in hospital 
and sutl'ering frotu the effects of tho:-!-e dl~Pasrs. I will 
not say that every one bear~ with hitn eitlwr tt-•JJWorarily 
or permanently the resnlt~ or t.hi~ dbit'a~e; bnt thnre i~ 
no donllt that a Yf'l'Y litrgL'lllllnhl'l' of tltent, afkr a Yery 
consi(tc~rahle time. lJPl'lnau~~utly an<l [or life, render 
themselves less efficient soUi<'rS a.THl s:.ulors and n::<efnl 
meHJbers of society. It. is impo.:;~i1Jle froltl ~tath;tic . .:; to 
ascertain what is the aetual !O.-<'>~, ·what is the actual 
etl'ect m. tlle service. from this c~onsidenttion. The sauw 
idea of it may be olnainNl. from the latc,st r-:tatisties 
that h~Ml beea laid Oil the t.able of the llOH::<O a~ to 
1S8U-1. In the protected statiolls, on an :u!"gl'0g-ate 
stl'Ougth of 3H,5nO the arhni:o~sions for primary syphilis 
were :!,HlO, or a ratio of ndmif<~ion~ of 71 per LOtiO. 
In all the nuprotected. station;.:;, \Vith a strength of 
3:5.000 men. there were 5.67:~ atllnif:..,.,iuns. or a ratio of 12!1 
per l,Oill). If the l'<ttio of admhisions had been the f':>allle 
in the prote<'tcll as in the unproteet.eli, the numlJcr of 
admissions in the yroteuted districts wonlcl have lJeun, 
not :!,520, but 4,9:W, or an ilwrease of 2Jllltl 1 ~av that 
this part of the suiJj~ct e:muot be rt('enr.d~cly ai:l'iYet.l. 
at by statistics beea.use it i~ impossible to see how 
much the Lwgo r proportion of those nnmbers at"e :per­
manentlY affec~ed. 'l'h0 medieal evidence e·tn h-':t ve 
no doubt upon the mind of any impartial pcr;.;IJU 
that a very large nmnlJer are rendf:red inefilcient 
for a proportion, and probably for the remainder 
of t'teir liv(~s. ·well. the right hon. gentiemau 
said that these Act~ were only }Jassed with a view of 
aehieving great result'"' \rl!etllerthe exyedtltion.'-i tlwt 
were forllled by those who originally }m"'"'etl these _-\..et:-. 
had lJeeu disappointed or not--'H~1·y prolmbl.v tl!F'Y 
ha ve-l think it b !JOS~ible th:tt so long: :ts t. tuir O}JL'ra~ 
tlou is eoutiuerl to a few .•tatiou.;; it <'an be limitc·d. 1 
en1irely deny that tllil'i House i~ hound to abandon tho~e 
.Ad~ silllply becau~e they !Javt-: lHJt at tail teLl grl'at re;-:nl ts. 
1t iS~ sutti(~ient fm· ns that tlwv June attainecl an 
adetJHate re~nlt. 'I' hey have obtaiiletl a lllatel'ial iw·rea:-.e 
in the health of tlH· ~\.r1uy and Xavy HIH.1 in thP geJJ:·raJ 
population. anrt. these rrsults llave b.en obtained. I 
helirH•. without any intprft•rt:nco whatt~Yer with the 
morality ut tlte ll8ople. On the eontr;Jry, I belif~vu they 
have been obtainet1 with re;.;ulLs mo:st favonralJlc to 
1norality.'' 

l will refer now to the stati.<tics given by :l\Ir. 
O'Shaughues.c;y, who w~t~ chairinan of the com­
mittee, and drew up the report. Of conr .• e, as 
has been pointed ont, you cannot get all the 
circumstances frorn ;.:;tati.-;tics, beeanse men are 
constantly going in and cmning· nut of gn.rrison :-

,,'faking 8ix years antecedent to tlte int!'odtldion of 
the Aets. we find in the snbjel·ted stations primary 
diseal'e at the rate of 1'1tr7 per l,UOO. \Ve tiud tltat in 
the nnsubjccte<l statious for t.ile same time they stood 
at 103. Rnt \vhen we take the six Yft~trs a!tor the intro­
ductwn of the Aets, we find the J 1 .fl·7 of the :;;ubjected 
stations had fallen to G.;;·!, an cl the 103 of the 
unsubjected was only l'{}lluee'l to 0::3-H. rrhat is 
to :::;ay, that there was tL fall of 9 }ler cent.. in 
the unsulJjet•,ted, and a fall of 40 }J(-"r ceut. in 
tlte ~nbjtwted di~triets; and if you attribme tl:e 
fall of H per cent. to mttur:tl rauses. it leaves a t\illlinn­
tion oi 31 pet (~t·nt. in fa\·om· of tl1e overatiou of tlte 
Acts in tlti~ particubtr kiml of disease. We did the 
sawe from the years 1F<t30 to 186:1 anrl. the snbjeeted 
pPriorl of from 1870 to 187:1. The same ~y;.:;tcll.l of ca..len­
lation was adopted; there \Yas <L balan<'e of act wn· eeut. 
as the net gain of the Act·"' in these three p~a1·~: :wd 
mmember that 3:t is t-:uflieit·ntl,r near 31 per t:ent. in tlle 
other years to show that thb is 1 o aceident." 

Of course, the numbers are a.lways fluctuating ns 
in other di~eases. 

"After the pn~sing of the Act there was a natural 
fluctuation npwards, lJecan.,e the disease went up. 
'!'here was a ri:se aftel' the ya~~ing of the Act of 1/:sOJ. 
In the unsnlJjected district~ primary cUs, ase" had then 
ri&;Pn from Set to 1tlti, \Vhile in the f..Hbjected dbtricts. 
they had fallen. 'l'heu in ISm~ there was ~L gcnerH.l 
downward ttnctuation, and the r,·"!Ult was that in 
1871 the nnsulJjef'teil ~tution:; had fallen to 81, 
lmt the t-<.Uhjectetl ~tatiou::-~ ltacl fallen t'ar more~ 
t.o 51. 1.'hen in l8i2 cYerything fell considnahl~y. 

Tll<'ll in lS71 tile nnsnbjecte£\ "tations were G8, an'l 

tlle other 85: antl. thrn the next )·fnt· there cmne out 
tile rt·srTYes which distul'be:·l the ealcnlations. 'l'hat 
,Yt\HJ' t'<ti~cd 1he nnsnb.it>ct,,~l from tjt-1 to 7d, and it only 
rai. .... cd tl1e :-:nlljeeLPd. fl'Oln 33 to -!1), Xow. as to the eon­
stitntional fonn of dist-·as,,, and tal\:iug the same com­
parison of years, and thereby testiug what the Aets had 
dOl le asdi~tiugni~beflfrom nat.nral c;m~e:-;.I find that there 
is n dintinntiou in favour ot th"' Acts of 2~ per cent. in 
th ~ ~nbjeded :-;1ations. Then, in the periods between 
lb H) anil !tlf·n. alHl Uet wf·en 18iO and l . .,;a, the ratio pm· 
tlwn;-;:uHl. of :ulutb~ion for xeeondary sypbili~ in nn~nlJ­
jeetc<l stat10ns wa:::< in the former period :10·,); in the 
latter '!.7·,). ~howin~ n reduction of lO }JCr cent. In the 
snlJjPt'trd (_1i~triets the eorrCt>lJ!OlHling ratios were 40 and 
20 :~ per t.!Jou-:cmd--a dimiunt ion of .:t.D per t"Pnt; from 
wllicll. if tlu~ uatuml rellnetion of 10 llel' Cl·nt. in the 
un~nhjected he snbtraetHl. there remains in favonr 
of the .\ets a. diminution of 39 per cent. Bnt the right 
hon. gemleman :-:ays tlw,t therr~ were disc1·epancies 
between the rdnrn~ on wllich our eYidence as to the 
;.;tatiou~ :we f,nmdt'd. This is rather a. c~omplic:o1tcd 
snhjel't, lJtn I will endeavour to deal \Yith it as plainly 
as I <·an." 

There is a difficulty arising in this way: The 
Hnhlien.; are constantly fiuctnating, and smne are 
constantly CIJming in and others going out. The 
que:-;tion i~ whether the soldiers cmniug in 
increa!<e or dimini"h the prev>dence of this disease. 
~\Ir. O'Sh:>ughnessy went into that and pointed 
nut circnmstances 'vhich I do not ea. re to go into in 
detail, bnt it may be sai1l briefly that there are two 
fdrms of the disease-secondary and priruary. 
Secmuiary disease sh<n\·s itself on the average 
once to e~ery three times thlct the primary disease 
shows itself. That is what is found in the un­
suhjectecl districts. It was found in the sub­
jected districts that secondary disease was in 
th<-~ proportion of two tr1 three as cmnpare(l \Vith 
the primary ,]isease. Thrtt shows there mnst be 
a nut11bor of persons already infected who con1e 
in and iucrease the number in the sHL>jected 
districts llevond what it would otherwise be. 
So that wit11 regnrd to the ditninntion, int4tead 
of it lwing :iO or -10 or iiO per cent., it is probably 
1louble that; or, rather, the reduction, instead of 
Leing- :io pc'r cer1t., is probably GO per cent. I 
take these statistics in good faith, of course, for [ 
have not lmd an opportunity of verifying· them, 
bnt they are stated by the members of the com­
mittee. l s>w that if you climinish the number 
of ~onrce"> of contagion you mu8t nec~s~arily 
diminish the extent of the contagion, and I think 
that is a. very strong a.rguxnent. I want to refer 
now brieflv to one or two other arguments that 
h<we b<len ·advanced by the hon. member. It is 
said this system is L;·ntalising, but I confess I 
cannot attach much weight to that. The occupa­
tion i" a brutali,;in~ one, and I do not think the 
inspection can rr1nke those who engage in it any 
more brutal. It is mherent in the nature of the 
thing-. The diHease is specially dangerous, and it 
is desirable to Htop its sprea1l as much as, or more 
than, that <lf any other disease known to the 
hmnan race. If persons deliberately make a 
busine8S of spreading that disease, I do not 
think it iR too much to say that they ought 
to snlnnit to the consequences. I am unable 
to concur in the conclusion that the system 
is any rrwre brutalising tha,n the occupation 
itself. The great argtnuent [tgainst the systern, 
a.nd the one which hrts most impresHed me, 
was that it migbt tend to prevent rcforrnMion. 
If it dirl that, I should be disposed to let thrtt 
circnmstance weigh very heavily against all the 
advantage" of the system. But how is the 
statcnumt borne out? I quote ngain frorn the 
evidence before the select committee, as qur.ted 
by Mr. Os borne Morgan. He says (page 121) :-

,,There -...Yerc innumerable cnsf'~ citecl from Devon port 
and rortsinonih, fill(l tl10 annual report clP,uly shows an 
enormou~ tleervsLse in jnveni.Jc prostitution, I should 
lik<~ to saY one \VOrcl about the innnHterahle nase~ of 
rt:-clamat.i(.Jll of young ~irls unller the AntR. -:\!isH \Yebb 
s.bowefl a lettPr writtrn lJy the beneyolent "\.Yife .of 
~\.n~hdeacon Grant. saying that the Acts hnd a benrficml 
~fl'eet on the imnntcs ol t]Je !10spital. Cases aftn casea 
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h~LTe been bronglit before us who would never have 
h'tll an opportunity of getting ont of this course of life 
but for th('·.'le ACt8. Is it possible tha.t these Acts should 
have the immoral results that their opponents SRY they 
ha,ve, if men like 11r. Gra,nt aml J.ir. Russell, "·ha h:lYe 
lived and had experience all these years, bear unequivo­
cal testimony of their good effeets P And that is n~·ally 
the opinion of the majority, and the almo.:;t unanimous 
opinion of those who have had experience of their 
opPration in the suhjec'Led tlistriets." 

One statement like that from a person who has 
been engaged in the work of reformation, counts 
for a great dealrnore than any general declan1ft­
tion as to the probable consequences of the Act. 
It i~ said, sir, that innocent woruen have been 
seized and subjected to examination; but I have 
never heard of such a ca;e in this colony. All the 
cases that have come under my notice turned out 
on inquiry to be cases where there waR very good 
gronnd indeed for suspicion. I have never heard 
of any case where injustice has been done ; and 
what doe•. Mr. Us borne JVIorgan say? That has 
be<m one of the standard arguments in England 
for years. Because, in France1 such things have 
been done, it waR maintained that the same thing 
was done in England under an entirely different 
system. J\Ir. Os borne :\lurgan says:-

"If you can show that in a single cas.e :1. virtnons 
woman. or a tf1Uf8l virtnon-: vmman. had been mole::'ted 
under these Acts, the c:F•e would he pcrfeetly different; 
bnt I told the right hon. gentlcmnn that. if I came to 
one ~nthentic case of any respectable woman who lwd 
been molested under the Act, I should be only too glad 
to inquire into it. rrhere were some cock~and-bnll 
stories. and tbe~v were nothing else. rrhere was but. one 
which a lawyer would admit, and it vms the only ea~e 
that I C1mld find. One "\Yitness. ::\Ir. 'Vheeler, said there 
were hundred~ of cases in "\Vhieh territh'd and innoccllt 
girls had submitted to thes.e ~\..et.s. and I a~ ked him foJ' 
une ease. and he mentioued tlle ca1<.e of Carolinu 
\Vybrow. and in that ea~e we dill thiuk the lJOlit~t'lWllJ 
had exceeded hiH duty .. , 

That is what it all cmHe8 to. They point out 
~)Be case in which a policetnan exccech~d hiH duty. 
1 forget the circumstances of the ease : lmt I 
know I have read them. That is the only ease 
in roint in connection with the operation of the 
Act in England. Now, I srry we haYe to deal 
with thi• matter from a practical point of view. 
\V e found a virulent scourge in onr n1id~t being 
spread all over the colony, ruining the con­
Rtitutions of many men, aHtl destroying the 
aboriginal population ; we adopted a certain 
system, and as far as we can ascertain, 
the result has been that the disease, though 
not entirely stamped out, has very nearly been 
stamped out. I may mention one circumstancP in 
connection with the men-of-war that called here 
lately. I know that very great wrprise was ex­
pressed by the medical officers of the men-of-war, 
after they had been here a few days, at the 
condition of the men. Instead of the usual 
nun1l1er of n1en being laid up, there \Vere none 
or scarcely any ; and that was noted with very 
great surpriRe, because they were not a\vare 
before that the Act was in operation in any of 
the Australi'm colonies. To sum up: \Ye h<Lve 
an Act in operation which must have the 
effect of saving- the health of a Yery large number 
of rnen in this colony-not only n1en now in 
the colony, but also those who may come here, 
and their children. No instance has yet been 
adduced where thn.t Act has done any harm, 
except the harm th"t can be pnintet1 out on 
general grounds. It is Raid that it is an infring-e­
ment of the liberty of the subject. Of course it 
is, and so is every law relating to the public 
health ; but we have f,,. many years 
adopted the principle that in matters of 
public health th8 comfort of the indiviclu,tl 
must yield to the good of the public. I do 
not think any exception eau be claime(l in 
the case of a person engaged in an unlawful 
occupation. On these g-rounds I am unable tn 
illlpport the hon, g-entlenum. l g'ive him credit 

for the greatest sincerity, and I know that many 
rnmnber~ in the Hou8e agreE' with hirn. I know 
that in >Yhtlt I have said I am opposing the 
opinions-and the Yery Rtrougly cheri..,hedopinions 
--of a grea.t nuinber of 1nen, and a great nurnber 
of women too, in this colony, with whom I 
generally ha.vp the good fortune tn agree; 
but I considered it my duty to express 
my opinion on the subject, and if I have 
had the misfortune to irritate them I can· 
not help it. l could not shirk the responsi-
1Jility ot s'tving what 1 consider to be the true 
viev{ of tl;e matter. I shall vote against the 
resolution, which, if carried, \vould, I a1n sure, 
nut tend to the physical health of the people 
or in any dec;ree to the improvement of their 
morals. 

Mr. 1\L\CF ARLANE oaid : Mr. Speaker,­
Jfor many years past I have felt very strongly on 
the subject of the Contagious Diseaees Act. I 
may say that what caused me first of all ~o feel 
an abhorrence towards the system was a circum­
stance that occurred in a house adjoining the one 
I lived in thirte•m years ag·o in the old country. 
There \Vas a young woman there who was tthYays 
suppo<ed to be beautiful, virtuous, and possessed 
of all the moral qualities that would attach her 
to the opposite sex, and she was very retiring in 
her disposition. One clay she did not appear at 
her usual place of employment-at a warehouse. 
Her brother could not understand what had be­
come of her, and after two days' search he found 
her in a brothel. Everyone "~as horrified, for the 
snpposed virtue of the girl was revered by all 
\Vho knew her. }{er brotl1er beJ,.\'!~{ed her to leave 
that house, but she refused; and three months 
~tfter ~he died of di:::-;eaHe in the san1e house. 
~ ow, sir, that was the ti1·Ht thing to dra.w 1ny 
attentioll to thLs ohnoxiou~ :-;yste1n ; a11J frmu 
that tirue to thi,; I have alwavs felt that it is 
n, disgrace to any ponnnunity to :-.anction 
a b,w cmn1Jelling the examination of \\-unwn. 
The motion this aftemoon simply <lisapproves 
of the cmnvnlsory exarnination of \VOn1en. The 
Premier, in his reply to the hon. member for 
South Brisbane, mftcle some remarks to the effect 
that, while he would not like to call it sentiment, 
yet there wnR a grP,;_tt deal of sentin1ent among 
those who opposed this Act. I ask hon. members, 
is it sentiment to see the daughters of our work­
ing classes torn away from their homes to fill 
brothels, and to be forcer! to undergo examina­
tions to keep them in a fit state for the gratifi­
ention of tho~e in the higher ranks of 8ociety? 
\Vho are the girls who are prostitutes? They 
are not the daug-hters of our middle classes, or of 
our higher elasses : they are the daughters of the 
working 1nen of the colony. Is not the virtue 
of those girls as precious in the eyes of their 
fathers and mothers, as is the virtue of the 
daughters of the middle and higher classes in 
the eyes of theirs ? If thctt he so, should we not 
deal out common justice to all classes of society ? 
The Premier says this is a terrible evil-and 
there I agree with him--and that we should do 
all we ean to stop it. \Vhat I objecL to is that 
he is not doing all he can to stop it. And the 
Contagious J)ise::tses Aet, a~ it at present stanch, 
will never stop it. I wish the Premier to listen 
to what I scty, and I say distinctly that we shall 
never stop this evil until we deal out equal justice 
to the men as well as to the women. There must 
be at least ten or twenty male sinners for every 
prostitute that exists. That is a known fact, and 
I hope those who intend to speak in favour of 
the Act will lJear it in mind. If we want to 
stop this dire dis0ase, why do we not attack the 
men as well as the women? The Premier say,; 
that men coming from the country to a place 
like Brisbane would get this fell disease; but 
have not those rnon the povi'Pl' of cnnununicating 
it ;1,s well as the females? lt is supposed they 
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have more power, and yet they are not dealt 
with. A man may steal away the virtue of the 
daughters of our working clagses, and there is 
no redress whatever. He may give them that 
fell <lisease, and there is no law to get hold nf 
hhn. How can you Htnp [t diRease when you 
only attack one-tenth or one.twentieth part of 
it? It is impossible. 'rhe figure,; quoted by the 
Premier, in oppos~tion to the figures quoted by the 
hon. member for 8outh Brisbane, do not go to the 
heart of the rruestion. Figures will never settle this 
C[llestion. Those in bvonr of the Act have figures 
to show that it is beneficial, while those opposed 
to the Act have figures to show tlmt it is doing 
no good. Therefore, I say, figures will not settle 
the thing. It is a matter of opinion - of 
morality ; ancl looking at the system in the 
light I do, I stty it is a wrong, a disgrace, an 
outrage perpetrated upon women. This subject 
has been srnouldering a long tirne in the breasts 
of the men aud women of Queensland, and all 
the members of Parliament united will not stop 
the discussion of it-will not arrest the feeling 
against the Act when we see the women of the 
colony rise in their womanhood and denounce it 
as something disgraceful to their t<ex and to the 
men who keep up the system. I ha1·e no hesita­
tion in saying that if the present House were 
asked to pass such a law it would be scouted and 
branded as it ought to be, as something terrible­
sornething wrongful to the sex whmn I hope we 
all love and revere and respect. I ask hon. gen­
tlemen to imag·ine that these young women of thir­
teen, or eighteen, or twenty years, are their own 
daughters, and what would they say ? But the 
SlllT•mndings of the daughters of members of 
Parliament are all in favour of virtue. It is not 
so with the daughters of the working classes. 
They are obliged to go out and perform those 
menial duties which are to get them a living. 
They take situations in public-houses, which the 
very worst of men frequent, often for the very 
purpose of seducing those girls. Should we not 
rather protect those females by passing- a law to 
prevent their taking positions in public-houses ? 
That would be one means of lessening this evil. 
The fact that this Act is partial, pnnishing· the 
fernale and sparing the n1ale, is a strong argurnent 
in favour of its being· expunged from the Statute­
book of the colony. Is there not something 
cruel in forcing· a young girl to undergo an 
examination repulsive to all the finer feelings of 
a virtuous girl'? Hun. members may say that 
virtuous girls are not submitted to it ; but there 
are many instances on record where gids who 
were virtuous have been compelled to undergo 
it, and whose feelings were so outragecl by it that 
they have thrown themselves upon the pavement 
and dashed them,elves into eternity. VIe have 
many instances of girls drowning themselves 
after having been compelled to undergo thi.s 
degrading operation. It is so unjust, so cruel­
so terribly cruel-because a girl has to register her 
shame, proclaim herself a prostitute, and undergo 
an examination which must be repulsive to the 
finerfeelings of anyone who has any feelings at all. 
Hon. men1 bers may say we are dealing- with a 
necessary e vi!. If so, it is an evil that has 
ruined n1a,ny nations, beginning with Sodon1 
and Gon10rrah, and going on to R(nne n.nd 
others suuk t•> the very lowest depths through 
this terrible vice. Even if we could prove that 
the compulsory examination of women les.,ens 
the amount of evil, I say we have no right 
to do it. \Ve have no right to "do evil that 
good may come." That is a law propounded by a 
higher authority than this Legishttive Assembly. 
\Vho will stand up in this House and say it is 
not n,n evil, an injustice, and a cruel wrong to the 
softer sex ? I hope that those who maintain that 
this law should be kept in force will, before they 
gh·e their votes, seriously consider the evil they 

are doing. There is one thing that gives me 
great comfort, although e.t the same time I feel 
great shame for it, and that is, thattheonlycolony 
where such a law is in force is Queensland-a colony 
called after our honoured Qneen-a name, alas ! 
now identified with a land where the female sex 
is defamed, and women are lowered in the sight 
of all the nations of the earth. I hope that 
this colony will not longer continue to be 
branded as the only colony that has this 
Act in force. The Premier, in replying to the 
hrm. member for South Brisbane, said something 
about 100 \VOmen being registered in Brisbane, 
and that at one time during the same year 13G 
had been registered. 

The PRE:\HER : The total number on the 
list during the year. 

Yir. l\1ACI•'ARLANE : The hon. gentleman 
said something about 136 being redu0ed to 100. 

The PREYIIER : I did not say that 13G were 
on the register at the •ame time. 

Mr. MACFARLANE: \Ve cannot suppose 
for a moment that that is all the prostitution in 
the colony. The very fact that the number has 
been reduced from 136 to 100 is no proof at all 
that the Act was w<>rking well, or that the 
disease had been reduced, or that the women 
had been decreased in numbers. It is well 
known that thet<e girls have an abhorrence to 
this examination. And what do they do? vVhy, 
they fly from Brisbane to the outskirts of the 
city. They go to country place>' that are not 
well looked after by the police, and consequently 
escape and are not registered. I think the hrm. 
member for South Brisbane said something to 
the effect that this Act prevents reformation by 
hardening the persons eng·ag-ed in it. And the 
Premier said something to the effect that it had 
not that effect. I think it stands to reason, 
and to humm1 nature, that if one is once 
branded as a sinner of any kind it lowers 
him in his own estimation and in the esti­
m,.,tion of others. And being once branded 
as a prostitute, it is worse for a wmnan 
to reform. We know when once a woman 
gives way to any sin, it i• far more clifficult for 
her to reform" than a man. Everybody ad­
mits that, and therefore we say that the Act 
as carried out at present does not tend t0 ,give 
any chance to a woman who has fallen, to reform. 
That is another reason why I am opposed to 
this Act. But some hon. members will re­
member that I called for some returns at the 
beginning of this Ression in reference to thiH 
particular Act. The question I asked was, in 
what towm in this colony has the Act been in 
force? The reply I got from the Premier was 
that the provisions of the Act had been extended 
to Brisbane, Maryborongh, llockhampton, Rock­
hampton North, Cooktown, the shire of Toowong, 
and the divisions of Woollongabba, Ithaca, and 
Booroodabin. I have taken the tronble to look 
up the Estimates in reference to the towns 
in which this Act was in force in the colony, 
and what do I find? I find it is a very ex­
pensive affair after all, and that in the towns 
that are registered under this Act there is con­
siderably more money paid away for medical 
officers than in the towns where this Act is not 
in force. Let me quote one or two of them. 
In Brisbane, there is paid to medical officers 
£500; in Cooktown, last year, £150, increased 
this year to £200; Maryborough, £200; .Rock­
hampton, £400. These are the largest towns 
where the Act is in force. Let me mention 
one or two towns where the Act is not in 
force : Bowen, for medical officers, only £80 ; 
Charters Towers-a mining district where one 
might think, with so many single men living 
by themselves, the Act should be put in 
fnrce-£GO ; H erberton, £50-another mining 
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town; Toowoomba, £75; Ipswich, £70; Ravens. 
wood, £50. Thot;e towns, such a,t:l Too\vnmnba 
and Irmwich, are larger towns than those in the 
North, where £400 and £.500 are spent on 
medic~tl officers. So that the Act is not cheap 
after all. \Ve see then that in the towns where 
this Act is not in force there is more morality, 
1nore virtue, and le~~ diseaBe than in the town:-:; 
where the Act is in force. And we find that in 
proportion to the extent of the town and the 
amount of money paid to the medicnl officers in 
the smPe proportion does the disease extend. 
That shows clearly to my mind that the medical 
faculty is against morality. I do not care a fig 
for medical men telling us that it would be a 
serious thing if this Act were abolished. It 
would be one of the finest things for the colony 
if it were abolished. Virtue would then have a 
chance to increase. The fact i:,; that in those 
towns where the Act is not in force there is 
scarcely any prostitution. There is not a single 
public prostitute in Ipswich, so far as I know. - I 
cannot speak for the other towns. It may be 
said that th>tt i" not an argument: th>tt women 
rnay go" on the square.'' But I say, If you give 
a sanction to a law like this for examination 
n.nd registration, you are sirnply continuing the 
evil, increasing it, and doing damage to the 
morals and the physical stamin>t of the people. 
The Premier, in reply to the hon. member for 
South Brisb>tne-and he did so very feelingly-­
appealed to this House very feelingly in reference 
to this terrible evil. It is a terrible evil ; and 
I would say, with >tll the earnestness I mtn 
use, that if we have any feeling at all we 
will do what we can-if we cannot expunge 
the Act-to deal out as equal justice to the 
men as we deal out to the women. If this 
were done then the Act would be aboli."hed in a 
year. No man would submit to it; and whcl.t a 
man would not submit to, we have no right to 
make the opposite sex submit to. I hope what 
has been said in the House to-day will bring the 
subject before the people and let them see how 
the matter is dealt with here. 

Mr. BROOKES said: Mr. Speaker,-Gene· 
rn.!ly-almost always-we talk in this House 
about political matters, but on this occasion we 
are d~aling with a social question into which I 
do not well see how politics can intrude them· 
selves. So that I hope hon. gentlemen on the 
other side will not consider that I ought to have 
given one of their number an opportunity to 
speak before myself upon this question. On 
this question there a-re not two sides-in a 
political sense. I may say that this is a question 
which has received my amateur attention for the 
last twenty or twenty.five yertrs. My attention 
was first called tu it by reading the first article 
on the subject that appeared in the Westminste>· 
Rel!icw, and I h!tve read every article that has since 
appeared on this question in that Re•·iew, ftnd 
from various other sources, throwing light upon 
this subject, and I have come to certain con· 
elusion" ; and without professing to be any better 
than my neighbours, I do claim that the con· 
clusions I have come to are free from 
any bias whateYer. But this is what I 
see in various parts of the world. Every 
moderately well·inforrned person has long 
known a gre>tt deal of what the Premier said 
about French prostitution. IV e know perfectly 
well thfLt, medical grounds apart, the state ,)£ 
affairs which had been brought about in .Paris 
by the " Police of JVIorals " was such as could no 
longer sustain itself, and which stank in the 
no.strils of l1oth good and bad men. But this 
is what I gath;:>r from the history of nearly 
lOO yertrs of J; rench attempts to get ri <l of 
this complaint-thnt these attempts are and 
have been utter bilures; that, medically 
speaking, the :French attempts to stamp otit 

venereal diseases have resulted in utter failure. 
\Vhen I read that I was very much struck with 
it; because if any city h:ts got its very hest men 
to do their best to stamp out this disease, that 
city is Paris, and yet the testimony is con· 
clusi ve-it comes in from all sides ; it is admitted 
by those who have been in the Government pay, 
as well as by private practitioners, that the vene· 
real disease was not cured, or stainped out, or 
nnything like it, in Paris. I take this medical 
aspect of the question, first, not becnuse I 
think it goes first, but because the principal 
burden of what the Premier said was from the 
medical "'Jlect of the question. The Premier, 
however, did not say a single word that 
moderately well·informed persons did not know 
hefore about the virulence of the disease. It is 
the king of diseases. There was an article 
in the WestminstrT Review which dealt in a 
thorough manner with that part of the question ; 
and anyone rea<ling that article, or any other 
works on the subject, must know that smallpox, 
measles, and scarlatina are ""nothing compared 
with syphilis when we consider the question of 
eradicating the disease. That is admitted by all 
the doctors who have treated this disease. It 
never is stamped out; and medical testimony is 
concurrent on this point-that the compulsory 
examination of 'vornen is a 1nere decept.i(m, and 
that it does not cure the women. \Vhy, 
I need go no further than thio : syphilis is a 
disease in the blood. Gonorrhcea, gleet, and 
those diseases can be cured; but syphilis will 
lie in the blood hidden and undetected for years 
and years. \Vhat, therefore, is the use of 
monthly examinations? No use at all if the 
disease is syphilis. People certainly can be cured 
of gonorrhcea and gleet, but they cannot be 
cured of syphilis ; and for medicl1l men to pass 
women out as clean if they h>tve come in suffer· 
ing from syphilis-they know themselves is " 
mere fraud upon the public. Now let us see 
what is the medical opinion in England-ancl I 
shall heat some pains on this point, though I trust I 
shall not be tedious ; because I am speaking on 
a <JUestion of the first social importance, and I 
am extremely anxious that Hansnrrl, which is 
the sole medium of communication between this 
House and the whole of the colony, should con· 
htin the report of a full and intelligent debate 
on this subject. I only know of one medical 
man in Brisb<me who is in favour of the repeal 
of these Contagious Diseases Acts; all the other 
doctors are of opinion that they prevent disease. 
I mn not going to asper~e the nwdical 
faculty; but I remember what a very shrewd 
man once said- that whenever you find three 
cloetors together one of them will be a sceptic. 
The views of doctors on medicine are something 
like the views of lawyers on law. '.Ye need not 
expect any reform in law to come from the 
lawyer". 

The PREMIER: All the reforms do come 
from the lawyers, though. 

Mr. BROOKES : And we need never expect 
any reform in medicine to come from the doctors. 
This i" what I mean : The medical man is 
so strictly confined to his own profession and 
the healing art, that he loses sight of everything 
elee; and so it comes to pass that in the opinion 
of the majority of medicnl men the morality of a 
city comes second-the ethical right or wrong on 
the subject does not occupy a place in his mind. 
Now what is the 1nedica.l opinion of J~ngla,nd? 
The JJiediwl Times conl Ge<zette, of September 
22nd, 186H, says :-

" There is nothing whieh would tend more to deprive 
meclieine of t.lu; rank of <L respectable cnlling than the 
fact that practit1oner.s should be found willing to lcntl 
themselves to the tlirty work of examining pro~t.it.utes 
jn orcler to enable them to carry on their trade. lf the 
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hearts of the profe~:-:ion or the f~ollegeR ever del'iirc an 
opportunity of protectin; their members ft·om degrada­
tion, here is one." 

The New York 11Ierliwl Record says:-

munity in which they walk about. \Vhat is 
thiH doing but rnaking fornication easy and safe ? 
I 8ubmit that in any community it is the first dut~· 
of men, both moral and imuwral-and they must 
admit it if thev will think a moment or two on 
the subject-tZ, do right, and no Legislature 
8hould do anything to make fornication easy 
and t-3afe. The uwver of thi~ nwtion, in a Rpeech 
which was worthy of him and of the 8Ubject, 

" ~Ve assert agnin that the re;uJation systom, n,s nmv 
apphed to ordinary communities. fails to prevent the 
~xtenswl! of dh;eaw·. [t is, indeed, ab-;urd U> suppose 
that semJ-mon.thly examinations o[ one-eig-hth, or more 
vroperly 0118-Stxteentll, Of thOXC liahle to COllllllUlTieate 
mfeetion, can attain any atlctplate results. The fact of 
!ilauitary failUJ'¥' hli so tlwron.~llly establi~hecl, that. one of 
t\yo gronnc~s only .c~ul be taken iu reg<ard to t.lH; matter. 
'-'' e must either grve np the idea of re~~nbttion entirely, 
or -.:.ve must ~eek some new and more cflieient. method 
t.han that no-.:.v in pr;~eticP, \1"e have so far failed to 
lea,rn of any lll'<LCtic<tble sulJ~titute for the present 
methofh;.'' 

J'\ow, here i.o a prote,t-the )ll'<>te't <>f ROO medic<tl 
nHm:~ 

·· Jn }.-,71. ~nn physit•inn~ :tllfl . .;;m·:;;pon:-: si~nerl thp, fnl­
Jowing JH'Qtf'Rt :---· \YP, the nnrlersigncri physirl:-tns . .'11lr­
geon1', ancl genm·al )ll'aPtitioners of lllP.(ji('iTIP Jn l"llC 
rnitRrl Kingdom. a.ft~r dn~ con:-;irlc~r:Jtion. hcrch_,- rf'f·orcl 
our solemn prot.P~t. on rPlig-ion~. 1noral. ~oeiaJ. ~nrl ~an ifan· ! 
gronncls, protest :.tg<'linst tlie apJilication of the Contagi01l.« ! 
Dlseases Acts to the women of this eonntn-. 'i\r e eon­
sider the measure fraught with a larg-e amo"nnt of mi~­
chief, and calculated to do no good.'" 

, mentioned a fact that is perfectly well known, 
munely, that prmtitutesin l'lyrnouth, Devon port, 
a.nd Chathrun call thetnsel ves '' Queen's won1en," 
and that they con;ider that if they can produce 
their certitica,tethey eau] 1rodnce everything which 
anyone \Vbhing to have carnal intercourse with a 
won~ttn would comdder sntlicient. I object to the 
Contagious l)i~e:wes Act on thn.t t-{l'OUnd to begin 
with. J am not speaking of the medical aspect 
of the qum;tion 110\V, bnt f a.tll di~(.mStSing, to the 
hest of my ahility, what I cnn;;ider the first 
grnnud of objection, and that is that the Cunta~ 
giou~ 1 >ise-n,ses ~\et is a di~tinct c:ontraventinn of 
the Ltw~ of lnura,l;-;, nothing nwre and nothing 
lesK ; and that being so there cannot be any 

And here is the testimony of another large 
number of medical men:-

. '•Two hnndred medical men in Birmingham, Xot­
tmgham, Dnflley, and t-lc·trborough, lwve testified a-; 
follows >-''Ye consider that sueh n harsh, nneonstHu- ! 
tional, nn-English, :mcl unjust men~nre (as the Con­
tagious Diseases Act1, is le~s to he defended on the 
ground of expediency and nc0essity at the vresrmt 
time than during any former lloriod of onr history.'" 

Then we have• a protest from forty~five meclical 
men of Duhlin-all eminent men. And I may 
say that the late Holmes C•Jot£', the eminent 
Rurgeon of St. Ba.rtholmnew's _Ho.spital, and a 
member of the Hoy<tl Commission on the Acts, 
declared that-

" The earnf',;;t men who met ,<;ome )-en.r.-; ago to origi­
nate the movenwnt \Yhielt tf~rmina.ted in the p:t-.;:sing or 
the Contagious Di~ease~ Acts had little idP l· of the use 
that would be mmle of their la bonrs anrl ad vie:-. A" one 
of those who took an active pmt in all that transpired, 
I Iondly maintain that the idea of thp colllpnlsory 
exa:minati~n of \YOmen. thei.r enforeed subjeetion to t.llC 
pollf'e. thmr exposure to the venaltie~ or reg-istra.1 ion 
nnil. impri~omnent. werP Yiews which would h'~Ve b8en 
scouted by the gentlemen who met to dt·,vil"4l means of 
giving shelter and prote!!t.ion to unfortunate [emales." 

I 8l10uld like to re"'d the whole of the extracts, 
hut I do not wish to take up the time of the 
House, so T will snn: them up by saying tbis: 
That the medical testimony on the co{ltiuent of 
Europe and Great Britain, and in America, is all 
conclusive and to the effect that the Contagious 
Diseases Acts do not touch the disease to the 
extent of making it worth while to subject 
women to the degradation of a compulsory 
exan1ination. But, Hir, there is a.nother view 
which I consider should alway; be the fir,;t view 
taken of a subject of this natme, and I say that iti" 
the view which should he taken by us as a 
Legislature. I was bred and born and educated 
in this belief, that what is indefensible on 
moral grounds cannot be n1ade right on n1edical 
grounds--

The PREMIER: Hear, hear! 

JHr. BRUOKES : Or on political grounds, or 
on financial grounds. The doctrine, the te:1ch­
ing that we find in the Holy Scriptures covers 
everything, absolutely everything ; and we read 
in that book that " The ways of a harlot are the 
ways to hell," and that " her steps incline down 
to death," etc., etc. Hon. gentlemen will know 
very well that I am <JUnting from the Book 
of Proverbs. \Vhen I read such truths, and 
when I find a Govenunent ~en<ling out into 
the streets of a Christian land, certificnted 
harlot,, _guaranteed by State inspection, my bile 
rises. i:Juch won:en are a disgrace to the com-

<JUestion that it is a disgrace to us. \Ve know 
that if we once get into a wrong path there 
are thous<tnds of by-paths also leading to 
error, .so do \ve find that Contagious Dis~ 
Clkles Acts are surrounded by a thousand other 
inconvenience::; which result jn an infringe~ 
ment of the liberty of the subject, a< far 
a:-; wo1nen a.re con~~erned. \\rhen tho:;e Act~ 
were J >a::; sed in England, or rather propot:>ed to be 
passed, I remember that noble woman, Harriet 
1\la.rtineau, \Vho wa.s then a leading contributor 
to the Dailp Ne>c8, writing- seveml letters which 
shook the country to its foundation, and which 
she signed "An .Engli1-lhwmnan." \V hen the Act 
"""' passed by the House of Commons it was 
pas;ed after 12 o'clock at night, and those who 
voted for it, or smne of thern, were known to be 
debanchees and rakes. I can mention one 
person \vhose nan1e appears in the debate, who 
\Vati seen in London taking a girl of tender years 
-a g-irl twelve or thirteen years of age~ into 
a brothel ; thnt w~ts one of the men who 
ad yocated the Act. \Vhat is the advocacy of 
"wh men worth ? And what. has heen the 
result of the measure they hnve advocated? The 
atterupt, I say, to save n1en frmn tbe con­
sequence.-; of their sin by a Contagious Dif'easeA 
Act is an attempt which hegins with failure and 
end.- with failure. I think that, in dealing with 
this subject, we onght to have some respect for 
the women of the colony. Everything we hear 
and everything we read sh;JWS that the 
opinion and influence of women are begin­
ning to be regarded in their right light. And 
what have the women done with regard to 
this Cont:1gious Diseases Act? This colony 
does not, I daresay, contain more than 250,000 
people, and I do not think there are more than 
50,000 adult women; yet the petition presented 
to this House is signed by 3,000. What cloeH 
thnt show? You cannot get the Rig-natures of 
women to a petition as easily as yon can get the 
signatures of men. The petition shows that the 
int;tincts of these \Vomen are against the Con­
tagiouti Diseases A .. ct. I an1 one who attaches 
immense importance to the instincts of women. 
They are right in ninety-nine cJtses out of a 
hundred ; and I must confess that my in;tincts 
are also again8t the Act. If the Premier could 
prove most conelusi vely that it would Rtamp 
ont coutag-ious di~:;eaRes, 1ny instincts wunld not 
let me consent to stamping· them out in that 
wa.y, because it is the wrong wa .. v. I believe, 
in short, that these Contagions Di8ei1ses Acts 
are ag:tinst the first principle, of !lWrality; that 
they m·e a positive premium to that which all 
churches have agreecl to call a deadly c;in, "";] 
the religious opinion of thi; 0olony will Le the 
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religious opinion of England. ,T ust let me give 
a list of eccleMiastica,l anll religions borlies in 
England and Scotlancl which haYe denounced 
thet'le ~\..cts, smne of thmn over and over 
again. There is the Established Church of 
l~ngla,nd, represented by 1,:'500 dignitarie!-; and 
clergymen ; the l<'ree Chnrch of Scotland, 
Presbyterian, at their annmtl assembly ; the 
United Presbyterian Synod of Scothmd ; 
the Presbyterian Church of Ireland in their 
annual synod ; the Society of Friends; the \V es­
leyan Conference, England (mmually from 1870 
to 1881); the \Vesleyan Conference, Ireland ; the 
United :\fethodist Conference, in their annual 
assembly ; the Primitive }fdhoclist Conference 
for Englaud; the Methodist Kew ·Cmuwction 
Conference ; the Congregational Union of J~ng­
l:tll(] ancl \Vales, in their annnal a"emhly in 
I.Alndon ; the Scotch Congl'eg·ntionali:-;t~, at their 
t~t.nnual conference ; the Congregatjonal ChnrcheR 
of ~orth \Vales; the Baptist Fllion of l•;ngbml 
and \Vales; and the Bible Cln·i><tian Conference. 
These repre~ent over 20,000 Chri~ti1111 congle­
ga.tinn8 in tlreat Britain, of ahuot't eYer.Y 
denmnin~ttion, which have pl'ote~ted ag-ain::lt the 
continuance of the Acts on the st:1tute-l:>Ooks. 
The W esleyan (Ec'umenical Conference, repre­
senting the churches of that dencnnination over 
the whole world, meeting in London in 18tll, by 
a unanimous vote expressed their cli."'l'PrOY<d of 
the Acts. Carrlinal Manning, the bead of the 
Roman Catholics in England, has written:-" I 
am of opinion that every dictate of !m\' and 
morality requires the repeal of these Act~;." 
Here, we hctve an overwhelnling 1na .. s~ of 
opinion against this law; and how, in the 
face of that, am I to regard the opinions ot 
doctors who receive a f>::tltry salary for exauli­
nations nncler the Contagirnm Diseases Act. I 
view them with a feeling akin to scorn : I do 
not give them any weight at all, as their 
opinions n.re counterbalanced by an overwhelrn­
ing weight of nl8dic;tl, religiuu~, and dmnestic 
opinion. The petition that ha~; been presented 
to thi~ House shows that; and everything goes to 
show that unlBss we do things right we will 
never pro,per, Lanrl Bills and loans notwith­
standing. With all my heart, I hope that the 
House will pass this motion unanimously. 

Mr. NORTON : The hon. gentleman who 
introduced this motion this evening made 
reference to two or three member' of different 
Houses of Parlimnent at the time the Contagions 
Diseases Act wa~ pa.~sed ; a.nd, in ~peaking- of 
them, he included rny name. On that account 
I feel bound, even if J had been dis1 •oserl to 
allow the matter to go by in silence, 
to say a few words, at any rate in ex­
planation of the course I intend to adopt 
this evening. The hon. n1en1ber t-!poke to me 
about this matter some few clays ago, and inti­
mated to me tlmt he had undertaken to bring 
the subject forward in the House. He asked 
me to read up in connection with the qnestion, 
but I am sorry to say I have not had the 
opportunity of doing so as thoroughly as the 
hon. gentleman would wish me to do. I 
do not think on that account that I am in 
less able a position to give a decision upon the 
subject, because it is one that I have for a long 
time paid some attention to. I have read a 
great deal about it, :111cl I may say, before the 
hon. gentleman spoke to me n,t all, that mv 
1nind was n1ade up as to the course that ough"t 
to be adopted in connection with the question. 
I tell the hon. gentlemrm in starting, that if the 
circumstances were the same, and I wn,s placed 
in the same po~;ition that I was then, when 
the Act wa,s passed, I would adopt the same 
course e'<<>ctly. But l would point out tu 
the hon. gentleman that a gre<tt deal of time h<"LS 
pa:,sed siuce then. .H that time I was-I am 

not a very old man now-but, at any rate, I have 
had seventeen years' experience of the world 
since I was called upon to vote in connection 
with the passing of that rneasure, and. ruy view~ 
ha Ye been considerably modified with regard to 
the question. I cannot forget ~:wrne of the argu­
ments that were used in favour of this Act; 
they were extremely weak, and one of the 
stronge~t, it was thought, that was brought 
forward by the hon. gentlenutn then in charge 
of the Bill, was one that I am almost ash<tmecl 
to mention to the House. It was that a munl1er 
of boys from one of the schools in Bri~;bane were 
affected with this abominable clisea,e. I think 
the number was about forty. I did not believe 
that ~;tatement in the smaliest degree, <ttld I do 
not no\v, and nothing will indnce n1e to believe 
that such w<Ls the case. I reg<trded that then as 
one of the .gravest of the statements thn,t were 
mmle in support of the Bill. The most unfor­
tunate p:trt of thu matter is that those who talk 
rno~t about it are \·ery often those who are 
lea~;t particuhtr in the statements that they 
make in connection with it. They often make 
statements that they cannot support, or do nnt 
attempt to support by any eddence whatever; 
but at the same time thev make use of the most 
extraordinary exag-g-erations, which anyone with 
any kno\\ ledge of the world cannot by any poHHi­
bility accept. I am nrlt referring to the hon. 
member. l hope he will not think that, in speak­
in~{ as I do, I a1n SlJealdng of hitn, because I 
think he is to be congratuh1.ted l)ll the tnanner in 
which he has introduced the subject, and the 
careful attention which he has evidently bestowed 
upon it, as well as the conci::se way in which 
he put it before this Honse. I think that 
on that account he is entitled to the greatest 
con,ideration from the Hou~;e, and deserves a 
great deal nf credit ; but I cannot agree with all 
he says. I think that I understand the matter 
more fully now than I did formerly, 11ncl that 
there are two points of view from which we 
should look npon it. One is, tht>t we may be 
guided by that religious sentiment which is 
cmnmon to every nutn, and which is evP.n stronger 
in young n1en than it is in old; not, perhapH, 
Rtrongel', bnt it has greater effect becanHe 
they ha,·e not reached that vosition which 
they attain at a greater age, and are more 
apt upon that account, withnut their feeling~ 
being actually stronger, to be influenced by that 
sentilnent to hold exaggerated opinions upon 
wlmt appears to them to be wrong. At that time, 
spenking for tny,:.:.plf, I was a young man, anrl I 
had comparatively little knowledge of the world, 
for, although I had been a good rnany years 
knocking about 011 my own account, I had been, 
with perhaps the exception of a few months, 
away out d the world. I use that term 
because I believe that most young men, in 
particular, who go into the bush from the time 
they leave school, and spend tbeir lives there, 
are almost absolutely e,xcluded from the world. 
They gain comparatively little knowledge of 
the world generally, and that was very much my 
position at that time. I have learned a great 
deal since then, and I have read a great deal 
on this subject, and I have also seen a great deal 
of the consequences of this fearful disease which 
has been alluded to so frequently to-night; and I 
mny say that if I had never read anything about 
it, the effect of what I have seen would have 
been enough to 1nake rr1e he~itate before I con­
sented to vote for the abolition of this Act. 
Before I go further I will say a few words 
with regard to the petition which was presented 
a few clays ago. It has been hell! that 
a petition of that kind must exercise a certain 
amount of influence, because it would be irn­
po:_-,sible to g-et up Rnch a petition, . ..,igned by so 
1nany virtuous won1en, withuut ib t:Jhowin,;; the 
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strong antipathy they have to the pro\'isions 
of an Act of this kind, I admit all that ; hut 
<-Ll'e virtuous wmuen in a. pos:ition to judge of the 
real facts connected with the Cltoe? They feel fnr 
those fallen women who are subjected to this ex­
amination, and have a great deal of sympathy for 
those whom they regard as in this distressing 
position, But they cannot bring themselves 
to look upon the p"sition of those deg-raded 
women as men do, It is imposc<ible that they 
should take such a Yiew; they reg-ard the m:octter 
a~ virtuous wmnen, and d() not know enough 
about it, It is impossible that they can know 
enough to take the same view of the actual facts 
of the case that men are able to do. But, 
althoug-h a great de:ocl of weight attaches 
to '" petition of that kind, I think that 
we, as 1nen with a knowledge of the world, 
cannot allow onrsel ves to be ~-uided by a 
document of that kiru1, which expresses a 
g-reat deal more sympathy than it does logic. 
'rhat is the way in which I reganl that petition, 
There is one thing we must take into our notice, 
\V e must admit from the first that prostitution 
exists, and the fact that it exists shows that it 
exists by the will of men, There would be no 
prostitution at all if there were not a larger 
number of men by tenfold or twentyfold willing 
to countenance it than women who arc reduced to 
that unfortunate condition. This is no new thing; 
it has existed ever since history began-ever 
since there has been history it has been recorded. 
It i~ no use going back to what happened in 
former days, except for the mere object of 
convincing onrselveH-if we need convincing 
-tlH>t exactly the same thing lutH existed 
from the time there have been people on 
the face of the earth ; and it exists now, 
Can we, by the abolition of these Acts, expect to 
lessen in any way the evil that has exbted for 
so many years? I do not think we can. I may 
be mistaken in my view ; but I certainly do not 
think that we can cure what is an ineradicable 
defect in human nature in that way, One of 
the strongest objections which I think most 
people have to the Act, is that it seems to be a 
sort of license to prostitution. That was the 
view I took years ago : it was the Yiewthat struck 
me at that time most strongly. But we are 
l>our,d to consider it in another light. We are 
bound to consider the consequences of indulgence 
in what leads men to contract that terrible 
disease which has been so well described by the 
Premier. I certainly agree with the hon. gentle­
man that there is no tli,ease which has such dire 
effects, and tbat that is one reason why extreme 
measures sh.mld be tn,ken for the suppression of 
the evils tlmt it is bound to create. It is not 
one of those diseases from which the men alone 
suffer ; it is not one from which their own 
families alone suffer ; but it attacks families 
generation< beyond, vV e know that there are men 
and women-perhaps not many in this country, 
bnt in the older countries of the world­
who have inherited the terrible effects of this 
dire disease, contracted three or four genera,tions 
before ; and they have to bear a terrible burden 
that some of their predecessors have cast upon 
them. That is a view we are bound to comider 
in looking at the question, \Ve all know cases 
of the terrible effects of the contraction of the 
disease. I have known two or threP cases of 
young men who h1ve con1e out here frmn hon1e 
who, thnug·h they have not contracted the 
cl.isease and died in a ·week, as in the case rnen­
tioned Ly the Premier, have been infinitely worse. 
I ha Ye known young men, healthy and active, and 
with good constitutions, who have rerua,ined in 
this country for two or three years, and then left 
it perfect wrecks-gone back to their friends 
disgraced, wretched, and with not the slighte~t 
hope that they would ever recover anything like 

the health they brought out-gone back to be­
come a burden on those who have to support 
them-simply because by their wretched n:istake 
they have contracted this terrible disease. \Ve 
must consider that there are cases in which 
virtuous young men 1nay be, and indeed are, 
entrapped into mischief of that kind. Men can­
not always coutrol themselves, I do not say that 
simply as my own opinion, I might quote one of 
the highest authoritie" in the colonie"<, one of the 
most respected men we have, in support of that 
statement ; hut I do not think I need do so, As 
cases have been referred to where men haYe 
contracted the disease, nnd been brought to a 
terrible state of wretchedness, I may mention 
one case of which I have heard, which happened 
in a neighbourhood in which I lived some years 
ago. Some of the hoopitals at that time-I 
doubt whether they do so now- absolutely 
refused achnission to rnen suffering from 
venereal diseases. That used to be the case 
at Rockhampton, On one occasion a gen­
tlenuLll who was n1anaging a run next to 
n1ine, when riding with his stockman, in 
the pursuit of his usual avocation, came 
across an unfortunrtte man camped beside a 
waterhole. He had been to the Rockhampton 
Hospital and applied to be taken in, but had 
been refused admittance because the rules of the 
institution did not allow of cases of that kind 
being taken in. He then travelled down on the 
road to Wide Bay, Just before getting to my 
place there was a short cut-a cattle track­
which he took in order to shorten his way as 
much as possible. Before he got through on 
to the main road avain, he was compelled 
by his wretched condition to stop, He had 
been some two or three days unable to move ; 
and he was carried to the stl1tion simply a mass 
of corruption. The unfortum1te man received 
all the attention that could be given to him; but 
he died within a week from the time he was 
found. I hope there are no hospitals in the 
colony which would now refuse to admit men in 
that condition, I remember that that case was 
reported to the authorities at Rockhampton, 
and I believe the result was that the rules 
of the institution were altered, All of us, 
I have no doubt, could mention many 
cases of men who have suffered from this 
disease. There are some men who, though 
they know that they have the disease, and that 
even the secondary symptoms have shown them­
selves, yet have uot principle enough to evade 
contracting rnarriage, and so ccnnmunicating the 
dise,se to their fmnilie,<. I have known one case 
of that kind within the last five or six years. I 
never was more horrified in my life, after the 
man had told me what was the matter with 
him, than to hear, about twelve months 
afterwards, that he was :ocbout to marry a 
young "'nd virtuous girL The consequence of 
that marriage will be that, if there are any 
children, they will probably inherit the disen,se 
from their father, t1nd die before they grow up. 
Although I cannot support the abolition of the 
Act, I go so fl1r with the junior member for 
South Brisbane a'l to say that it might be made 
very much better than it is, We have had 
extraordinary cases rpwted in which virtuous 
women have been induced to sign the paper 
which prostitutes are required to sig-n under the 
Act. I do not know whether those cases are true 
or not ; I hope they are not ; I hope there is no 
truth whatever in any of them, But even if there 
is not, the fact of such cases being reported 
show.s plainly enough that it IS possible under the 
Act to entrap women into signing the paper 
which rrmy afterwards lead to their destruction. 
That is a point that require; amendment. I 
think it would be "' great advantage if the Act 
could be so amended ~ts to prevent the possibility 
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ol anything of tha.t kind taking place. vVe 
know that smue girls 1nake. rnistakes ; but it is 
hard if they are absolutely forced tn sign the 
paper. l\lauy sneh girb, although they go to ruin 
for a thno, do not becmne prostitute~. I know 
:-;e\-ernl ca~es in which girl~ \vlw have n1ade nli:-;­
t:>kes have afterwards 1muried the men who 
oeclnced them ; and it would he a mo,t. unfor­
tunate and lmnontable thing- if, in any single 
in::-tctnee of tha,t kind, a g-irl was entrapped 
into Nigning a doclnnent which would be the 
1neans of en.-;uring her destruction for life. 
::'\ ow, I do not think it is nece"ary to "''Y any­
thing further on the subject. I regret very much 
that I cannot support the hon. member in the 
motion as it now stands; but it is from what I 
know to he fact,, and from what I have 
actually seen of the world, that I oppose the 
motion to-night. If I regarded the motion 
as the hem. member does, I think--more 
from a religious sentiment than a practical 
knowledge of theworld-Ishould go hand-in-hand 
with him; but we are bound to regard the matter, 
not merely from one point of view, hut from 
every point of view that it can be looked at. 
Before I spoke to-night I was quite prepared to 
take the action I have now intimated, hut the 
speech that the hon. the Premier made was so con­
vincing, so full of convincing facts and arguments, 
that anyone listening to him who had not made up 
his mind before, would be persowdecl, however 
strong hi~ feelings were, to vote against the repeal 
of the measure. I think the Premier deserves 
great credit for the care he has bestowed on the 
subject; the careful way he has got up the facts, 
:mcl the able way in which he put them before the 
House. I think it is a mistake for us to turn to 
what goes on, or has gone on, in France to enable 
us to form our judgment. Although the Premier 
did so, and talked much on that point, he clid not 
refer to it so mnch as an argument ; but because 
the facts had just previously been referred to. 
The hem. gentleman convinced me, at any rate, 
that that was simply an addendum to the argu­
ment rather than an argument itself. I am 
sorry that I cannot support the hon. member in 
his motion because I believe he is perfectly 
sincere in the cause he has taken up. I am 
quite sure he believes every word that he uttered 
to-night ; but I cannot agree with all he said ; and 
because he is so sincere and earnest I regret more 
than I otherwise would have done that I am 
unable on the present occasion to support him. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. A. 
Rutledge) said: It is with considerable diffidence 
that I rise for the purpose of making a few 
observations on the question that has been 
brought before the House in so able and con­
vincing a manner by the hon. member for South 
Brisbane, Mr. Jordan. I may say at once that I 
exceedingly regret that extreme pressure of busi­
ness has prevented me from perusing with the 
care which they deserve the several documents 
which were forwarded to me, as no doubt they 
were to other hon. members of this House, 
by a number of excellent people outside who 
are deeply concerned with respect to the 
opemtion of the Contagious Diseases Act in 
this colony ; and who are animated by " strong 
desire to have that Act erased from our Statute­
hook. I am at considerable disadvantage in that 
I am not able to refer to any statistics on this 
question, and I must confine myself, therefore, to 
commenting on some of the speeches that have 
been already delivered to the House, and state 
w·hat 1ny convictionR are, arriving at 1ny con~ 
elusion rather from the principles which 
govern questions of this kind than from any 
pccrticular facts which I h,we been able to discover 
from the able researches of those who have 
given more attention to the subject. I may say 
at onee, "'fr. Speaker, that I a:rn one of those 
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who believe that the Contagious Diseases Act is 
an Act which ought not to have a place among 
the laws of this colony ; and I am considerably 
influenced in rmtintaining the conclusion I have 
hitherto held on the subject, by the fact that a 
great many persons who are both older and 
wiser than myself entertain the opinion that I 
have all "long entertained, and who are able to 
g·ivereasons perhaps of anwre !-mlid and convincing 
chttracter than I amttble to ad v'wce for holding the 
opinions that I do. lteference has been made to 
the petition mldressed to this House by 3, 500 
women of Queensland, and I entirely concur in 
the observ1ttion nmde by my hon. friend the 
junior member for North Brisbane on that 
petition. It is perhaps true, as the hon. 
member for Port Curtis has stated, that women 
are not able to speak on a question like 
this with the same authority that men are, 
because they have not the same amount 
of contact with the outside world that men 
necessarily have ; but I think this: that on 
the whole and in the main, the opinions of 
women on almost all questions affecting the 
well-being of men are entitled, not only to 
respectful consideration, but to very great defer­
ence. Now, it is equally true, with regard to 
women, that their knowledge of business, 
and of matters relating to the concerns and 
the daily life of their husbands in the outer 
world, cannot be gained from the same sources 
that the knowledge and opinions of their husbands 
are gained from ; but notwithstanding it is a 
fact th>tt such, as a rule, is the unerring instinct­
it has been called instinct, but I do not use that 
word in an offensive sense-such I say is the un­
erring instinct of women as a rule, that he is a 
wise man who, in matters of business with which 
women are almost entirely nnacquainted, will 
ask the ad vice of his wife and act upon it. 
Some of the most successful men in business are 
those who have acted on the suggestions they 
have received from their wives, who perhaps 
knew nothing whatever of business matters, 
simply because women have a faculty of discerning 
those points which would be missed by 
men, and which faculty makes up for the 
lack of experience of the world around them 
that men have acquired by contact with the 
world. If women have not the same actual 
experience of what goes on among men in the 
discussion of this particular law for inst~tnce, their 
unerring instinct is such that they will be able 
to tell what will be for the good of the com­
munity, and state, in a manner which is worthy 
of consideration and in a way that men are 
not able to do, the nature of the path that 
it is safe to follow. Now, I say, when 
we find 3,500 of the women of Queensland 
approach this House in a respectful mttnner, 
protesting against the continuation of the 
Contagious Diseases Act, I think that fact 
ought to make any hon. member pause and 
consider whether he is justified in continuing to 
hold the opinion that the Act ought to remain 
on the Statute-book. These 3,500 women of 
Queensland, and many of them among the most 
respected and honoured women in our com­
munity, are those to whose opinions we ought to 
pay the greatest deference. 'rhey have the 
interests of the community at heart quite as 
much as my hon. friend and colleague, the 
Premier. In the welfnre-moral, intellectual, 
and in every other way-of this community they 
are deeply interested. Many of them-the 
great majority of them - are mothers, who 
have sons and daughters at home, whom 
they are anxious to see married ; they have 
daughters whom they are just as anxious to see 
married to clean men as any member of this 
House can be to make men clean ; and I say 
then, when we find 3,500 women of Queensland, 
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mother~ of the families of Queensland children, 
asking that this Actma.y be repealed, we have got 
before us expressed opinions of sufficient weight 
to make us pause before we should come to the 
conclusion that this Act should not be wiped out. 
Women are not ignorant. Although they <lo 
not mix with men of the world, and go about 
a,nd see things with their own eyes that many 
men see, they know a great deal more perhaps 
than they are given credit for. They read books 
a,nd newspapers, and if they do not see things 
with their own eyes, I <laresaythey are able to hear 
a great deal from their husbands, who can give 
them very reliable informationu]Jon subjects with 
which perhaps they are personally unac'luainted. 
I say that the mere fact of these ladies having 
no practical acquaintance by contact with these 
things is no reason why we should say that their 
opinions ought not to weigh with us. If they 
h•we no actual experience, they have sources of 
knowledge that are open to others as well as 
themselves, and they have that unerring judg­
ment and discrimination which men of experi­
ence have not. I say further, l'!Ir. Speaker, that I 
am very considerably influenced in the views I 
hold by the consideration of the fact that the Act 
has proved a failure in this colony. I am in­
formed that there are about a hundred women on 
the register at the present time in the city of 
Brisbane, and that out of thttt hundred there 
are on an average always thirty in the Lock 
Hospital, and thirty in gaol ; so thn,t the 
number of effective prostitutes in the city of 
Brisbane is only forty. 

The PRE.\II.Elt: I have utr:cittl information 
that there are seventy. 
TheATTORNEY-GK~\J<;RAL: :Evcnifweput 

it at seventy; I want to know if any man thinks 
that seventy represents the number of ]Jrostitutes 
in Brisbane, with a population of c<bout 35,000. 
1Iy information, Mr. Speaker, must be exceed­
ingly defective if seventy effective prostitutes 
are all that are plying their unholy avocation 
in Brisbane. I have my information from 
gentlemen who know a great deal about the 
operation of these Acts, and are not quite 
so squeamish in their ideas as some hon. 
members on these subjects; and who are by 
no means influenced by such considerations as 
have been prominently advanced by the hon. 
member for South Brisbane and the hon. mem­
ber for North Brisbane this evening. I am 
informed by those gentlemen-I was informed 
particularly by one gentleman to-day-that there 
are a hundred or more prostitutes in Brisbane 
plying their avocation, over whom there is no 
police supervision. 

Mr. ARCHER : It is a great pity. 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : That i• an 

illustration of the failure of the Contagious 
Diseases Act to remove the evil which ;t is pro­
fessedly in existence to remedy. \V e may 
e:x:erciRe supervision over a fe,v, hut we are not 
a,ble to control prostitution as an institution, 
and we are not able to do away with the evils it 
confessedly brings about. The illustration given 
by the hon. member for Port Curtis bears out 
what I have just now said. One of the reasons 
he gave for having changed the opinions he held 
when the Act was before the House seventeen 
years ago, was that he has known some lament­
able instances of young men from the old 
country having been infected by disease in this 
country after they had been here a short time, 
and rendered pitiable wreck.. Now what 
does this argument amount to? I impeach 
thi• Act on the ground that it utterly 
fails to accomplish what it professes- to 
prevent the spread of this disease, and the 
infection of clean men by unclean women. \Vhat 
ihference are we to draw from the facts adduced 

by the hon. member for Port Curtis? \Ve know 
that there are many parts of England where the 
Acts ttre not in operation at all; they only ex 
tend to some of the garrison town,, \Ve have 
not heard from the hon. member that the 
young men he speaks of ca.n1e frmn the 
garrison towns; and the probability is that 
they came from some part of England 
where the Act is not in operation at >tll. 
'l'hey come out perfectly clean, and when they 
come to Brisbane, and other places where the 
Contagious Dbeases Act is in full operation, 
before they had been here very long they become 
pitiable wrecks. 

Mr. ::\ORTON : \Vill the hon. member allow 
me to correct him? The cases I speak of were 
not in the town of Brisbr,ne, or in »ny pttrt of 
the colony where the Act is in existence. 

The ATTOlt::\EY-GENER.\L: Of course in 
that case my argument would not apply to the 
hon. member's illustrations; but I must sav that 
if the hon. member lms in these few case~s seen 
sufficient reason to change his mind, I can only 
come to the conclusion that his experience must 
have been of a very limited character pt'eviously. 
Now I was informed only to-day by a gentleman 
who takes a very great interest in this subject 
and whom, as I s>tid before, I shuuld not imagine 
inflnenccd in his views by ttny of tlwse con­
siderations already adverted to, of circumstances 
which h::t.\~e corne under his olJ::;ervatiun. He Jnunvs 
hirn~elf that young rnen cmne down to Bris­
bane from different parts in the interior of queens­
laud, where of conr,;e the "\cts arc not in opera­
tion; thev Hcorn to con:-;ort with wmuen who are 
on the 1;oliec regi,;tet·, bnt they nevortheles,; 
frequent improper pbecs. They have abunrbnt 
facilities for finding places to which the police 
~:mpervi . ..;ion doeB not extend, ftnd have abnndrtnt 
opportunity of acceHs to wmnen ·whose narnef:i 
are not on the register rtnd \vho are not super­
vi,;ed by the police; yet in many cases, after they 
have consorted with these unlicensed persons, 
they are attacked with a very virulent form of 
the disease. 

An HoNOciUBLE :V1E1IBER : Hear, hear ! 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Now, what 

applies here applies anywhere else, and it goe,; tu 
show that it is impossible to have a system of 
inspection that will do more than partially detect 
the number of those who are plying this nefarious 
traffic. There will be numberless places in spite of 
all you can do by means of the operation of an Act 
of this kind, where clandestine prostitution will 
be carried on. Indeed, the chief sources of the 
mischief that will be pmpagated will be those 
places that are not under police supervision at 
tt!l. The Act ha.s been "total failure in Brisbane, 
ttnd e\·erywhere else f,n· the .same reason, that 
you can only exercise Hupervi:.;ion over conr~ 
pn.ratively few wmnen. rrhe g-reatel' part of 
those who actually propagate disettse still carry 
on their trade with impunity, and therefore you 
are to a certain extent degra(ling the conuun­
nity by having an Act of this kind upon the 
1Jtatute-bonk without accomplishing· the end for 
which you sacrifice so much of your self-respect.. 
It is a scandalous thing that, in connection 
with the periodical examination of these women, 
the most unsee1nly proceedings are carried on. 
They go up once a fortnight or so to be examined 
by the medical officer ; and I am told by those 
\vho have an opportunity of seeing what goes on 
that the amount of profanity a,nd bad conduct 
indulged in by these women is absolutely shock­
ing ; and it is their great delight, when they 
have an accession to their ranks in the shape of 
a new-comer, to ponr upon her all kinds of foul 
a.buse and shameful epithets, so as to utterly 
demoralise her, and utterly destroy any feeling 
she mi;;ht have lea,ding to ''desire fur reforma­
tion of life. 
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;\Ir. NOR TON: She must have been pretty 
well demoralised before that. 

TheATTORNEY-GENERAL: Howeverpar­
tially demoralised a woman may have been before, 
the tendency of this system of compulsory examina­
tion is to make her demoralisation complete. I say 
nothinga,gainst the manner in which exan1inations 
have been conducted. The gentleman who has 
charge of the busineHS is a hurnane rnan, not 
likely to do anything to wantonly outmge the 
feelings of any wornan ; but in the very natnre 
of things the subjection to an examination of 
that kind must extinguish the last spark of 
womanly feeling that exists in the breast of her 
who undergoes it. One grPa.t evil flowing frmn 
this Act is that women who are found infecterl 
with venereal disease are obliged to take up their 
abode for a time in a lock hospital; and when 
once a woruan has becmne an inuw,te of a lock 
hospital she bears upon her ever afterwards 
the brand of infamy. What I contend is, that if 
this Contagious Diseases Act were not in exist­
ence at all it "·onld not follow that women 
would never be inspected by medical men 
who would be able to give them proper 
treatment. If, instead of applying this cmn­
pulsory system, hy which women are forced into 
a lock hospital for a time, they were allowed to 
go to a genen1l hospital for treittment, in m<Mt 
cases the~· would a1·ail them.,elveR nf it, and then 
they wonlrl not have to pay the terrible penalty for 
the medical examination to which they now have 
to submit. It iR a scandalons fact that, whereas 
in some general hospitals you cm1 have Chinese 
lepers-positively, Chine.se lepers-when a 
won1a.n i~ infected with venere:1l diHease, how­
ever comparatively slightly, she i.s sent to a 
hospital, residence in which brands her for the 
rest of her life. I have another reason for 
opposing the continuance of the Contag-ious 
Diseases Act. I take it that the proposition 
advanced by the hon. member for North Bris­
bane is sound and unassailable-that what­
ever is morally wrong cannot be politically 
or socially right. For our views upon this 
question we must have recourse to the founda­
tion of all morality, to that upon which the 
English law rests, to which the hon. member for 
North Brisbane has already referred ; and we 
find in the Decalogue an authority to which we 
must all bow. There are things in the 
Decalogne that are forbidden to men, and we 
find a number of things all placed on the same 
footing~ and if we corne to the conclw-;ion that, 
becaw.;e a rnan chom:leR to inclnlge in one forrn of 
breach of that Decalogue, the State is to take 
cognisance of his weakness, and pnn~ide hin1 
with facilities for indulging his propensities with 
impunity, we ought to apply the Rame principle 
to all other bre<tches of the IJecalogu<;. Anyone 
would be accounted a lunatic, who, because a 
man was afflicted with a propensity for 
appropriating other people's property, should 
argue that the State ought to afford him 
facilities for indulging that weakne-;s with 
impunity. Hon. memb•,rs have spoken of 
the necessity of keeping the community free 
from contagion. The Premier-whose speech 
was an extremely able one from his point of view, 
and must have had considerable effect upon the 
minds of waverers-spoke of the necessity of 
keeping the community free from infection by 
means of diseased women because the effects of 
disease were not confined to those who were 
actually guilty of the offeuce, and that innocent 
children often suffer from the sins of their 
parent<;. That is perfectly true ; but does 
not the same argument holrl good with re­
gard to other things? Is syphilis the only 
form of hereditary disease? Are not consump­
tion and insanity hereditary disea,,es? And yet, 
what state~man was ever yet 'bold enough to say 

that, because the children of consumptive parents 
will suffer all kinds of miseries, we should enact 
a law forbidding consumptive people to marry? 
vVhere is the statesman who has been so bold to 
interfere with the liberty of the subject as to say 
that because a man or woman is afflicted with the 
taint of insanity, therefore you are to prohibit 
them from contracting matrimony? I say that 
is a kind of legislation that would not be 
tolerated in any British community. And 
precisely the same reason might be urged-if 
the State is to step in and protect a man's 
offspring from the consequences of his own 
illicit indulgences-for the State to step in and 
protect a man's offspring from suffering from 
any other indiscretion of their parents-because 
it could be nothing less than an indiscretion-as 
in the case of their insanity. Therefore I come 
to the conclnsion that the mere fact that the 
offspring of persons who are in the habit of con­
wrting with fallen women may have to pay the 
penalty of such promiscuous intercourse, is not 
a sufficient r~ason why the State should step 
in to protect them. There is one side of the 
argument that is always lost sight of by those 
who advance this view-and no doubt it is an 
appeal to our sympathies on behalf of the in­
nocent offspring when it is said, " Oh ! make pro­
vision that parents may not become infected"-! 
s<ty it is the duty of every man in the community, 
himself, to take care in regard to these things 
just :>s much as in regard to other things. vV e 
know very well that a man's offspring will suffer 
if the nmn neglects the ordinary precautions that 
prudent men take-for instance, in making pro­
vision for their families. If a man neglects to in­
sure his life, and is cut off andleavesa large family 
behind him destitute, and subject possibly to 
starvation by reason of his want of providence 
and foresight, we do not want the State to step 
in and say, "vVe will make a provision for the 
welfare of those offspring, who are suffering from 
their parents' improvidence committed before 
they were born, by maintaining an insurance fund 
for their benefit." The responsibility of looking 
after a man's offspring is not to be lifted off 
a man's own shoulders on to those of the State, 
surely. The man must be fully alive to what 
the consequences will be, if he is not sufficiently 
animated by moral principle to prevent him from 
consorting with fallen women; and we have no 
right so to legislate that he may still do what 
is wrong, and yet have himself and his chil­
dren protected from the possible consequences 
of his wrong. The hon. Premier referred to 
the ravages wrought by venereal disease 
amongst the aborigines of the colony. There 
can be doubt that that is so. But is that a reason 
why the House should continue to maintain the 
Contagion• Diseases Act? Does not the argu­
ment work the other way? It is said that 
the aboriginal inhabitants of Queensland are 
dying out, because syphilis is spreading 
amongst them, and that this is because 
the Contagious Diseases Act was not always 
in operation. If the argument of the Premier 
amounts to anything at all it comes to this 
-that if the Contagious Diseases Act had 
always been in operation in Queensland the 
native races of this colony would not have been 
decimated by those diseases. But what do we 
find? ·we find that the South Sea Islanders have 
been coming to the caloRy for about the same 
length of time as the Act has been in operation, 
and yet that venereal disease-if my information 
is correct-is rampnnt to the same extent among· 
the South Sea Islanders imported into the colony, 
as it is among the white population, and amonl{ 
the aboriginal inhabitants of Queensland. These 
kanakas have been coming here all that time, pro­
tected. or 'ujlposed Lobe prntected, by the opera­
tion of thie Contagion~ DiMases Act, &nd yet 
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that has not prevented the introduction of the 
disease and its spread to a terrible extent amongst 
the Polynesians. And they are carrying it 
clown to the islands : for I am informed 
by the traders to these islands that it is 
almost incredible the extent to which this 
terrible disease is now spreading anwng 
not only those who come to this colony, but 
among those who remain in their island homes. 
I do not know if it is necessary to enlarge upon 
the question. Those hnn. gentlemen who have 
preceded me have had the advantage of being 
able to quote statistics with which they have 
furnished themselves. I have not attempted 
anything of that kind; but I have sh<mn that 
there are reasons why we ought not to perpetuate 
a system that has manifestly proved itself a 
failure-a Ryt3tem concerning which a large }Jro­
portion of the women of this colony have cle­
cbred that it is a thing that must be protested 
against, and concerning which we find men of 
all shades of opinion, though I do not know if 
they are in a majority or not-convinced it is not 
only in itself a standing menace to the liberties 
of English women, but unworthy of so pro­
gressive a race as ours, and gifted with such 
traditions as we have. \Ve find in publica­
tions of this city, in which we do not look 
for evangelical disquisitions, that the snbject is 
taken up. I hold in my hand the Qucen8lmul 
Fi[Jn?'o published to-day, and I see there what 
cnnclusions can be cmne to, and what opinions 
can be held by men who probably are not 
influenced by what some pers ms would scorn­
fully call " morbid sentimentality "-on those 
subjects which we are now debating. \Ve find 
then men of all shades of opinion ; men of all 
classes of society ; men of all positions in life­
whether they are a m:.jority or not I cannot say 
-unit~cl in an emphatic protest ag·ainst the con­
tinuance of this Act on our Statute-book. I have 
already shown that it is confessedly a failure ; 
that it does not accomplish-and it has had a 
long enough trial to see if it could become effec­
tive-the object which we suppose was contem­
plated by the Legish>tnre of 1H6H : and that it 
has failed to answer the expectations formed 
regarding it. I find considerable difficnlty tLud 
mnbarrasfunent in speaking on this subject, 
becm1se I know there are nmny excellent people 
outside this House and inside it too, who enter­
tain views opposite to those which I entertain. 
I do not envy the man who C>tn get np anrl 
dogmatise on a subject of this kind when 
so many excellent men h<>ld a different opinion. 
I have aspersed no man's intelligence, I have 
challenged no Inan'B n1otives, but have en­
deavoured to plnce before the House some 
of the reasons which have influenced me in 
coming to the opinion I entertain on this ques­
tion. I only hope that the majority of the 
members of the House will endorse the senti­
ments advanced by the hon. member for South 
Brisbane, and will give effect to the opinion of 
3,500 of the wives and mothers of Queensbnd, 
by carrying the resolution. 

Mr. ARCH.ER said: Mr. Speaker,-I did 
not intend to take any part in the debate to­
night, as I had already taken some tTouble to 
inform myself on both sides of the question, and 
had already made up my mind to vote against 
the motion now before the House. I did not 
expect that I would be called upon to speak; hut 
there are some things that have fallen from the 
last gentleman who addressed us, that must, 1 
think, be t»ken notice of. The hon. member 
for Ipswich told us that it was no use producing 
iignres on this qne$tion, becanf::ie while a surJ-
1 ,;)rter of one side of the question proclnced 
figure~ favourable to l1is o\\'ll OJ 1inion, the snp· 
porter of the other oicle produce<Uigures which 
exactly contradicted them. That is, perhaps, to 

some extent the ctLse, unless a man is careful to 
try and sift the truth for himself. 1 can 
assure the Attorney-General that if, as the 
hon. 1neznber for Ipswich says, figure:-; a.re 
of no nse in this debate, neither is sen­
timentalism of any use in the dcbatn. \V e 
must, to some extent, have facts, and there 
n1nst be reaHoning frorn those facts in .such a 
manner a.s will really affect the •ruestion. I deny 
that a single argument has been stated ])y the 
Attorney-General which if closely considered 
ought for one moment to prevent us from trying 
to stamp ont the <lisease, the spread of which 
the Contagious Diseases Act is intended to 
prevent. The hon. member for Port Curtis 
rwtde what I con.,icler was a very truthful 
observation. He said that a virtuow.; W<'Htlan, 
thinking upon thi:3 1natter, can never think 
from a true standpoint, simply because she 
cannot lower herself to anything like the 
same state as the women she may be thinking 
about. The virtuous woman, thinking of these 
wornen with pity and cornpa~.sion, can never for 
one moment irmtgine thtLt they have so far lost 
all the feeling-s which virtuous women hav<:>, as 
they really have. :B'oulness of languag·e and 
dninkenness almost always are habitm1l with 
these women-exposure of the person and every­
thing \vhich virtuous wnn1en truly hate i~ to 
th<'se fallen women common; and when they 
judge of these women am! look upon them with 
compassion, as I h<>pe they always do, they 
cannot so put themselves in their places as to 
judge of what is the proper manner of dealing 
with them. That, I think, wtLs the argu­
ment of the hon. member for Pmt Curtis, 
with whom I perfectly agreed. 'l'he hon. 
Attorney-General has controverted that argu­
ment by saying that women are not fools­
I never said thev were-that they read papers 
and books, and· converse with their husbands, 
and know, perha.pG, a great deal more than 
we think they do. I can only say that 
I mn happy that I am not a husband if that 
snbject coulcl ever become one of my themes of 
conversation with my wife. I hope there are 
very few husbands ;vho entertain their wives 
with a <liscussion upon this matter; but after 
what the Attorney-General has said I suppose 
I must consider- him one of the few who 
wonl<l <lo that. I can only say tlmt if I was 
nw,rried to a woman \Vho wonkl lJe ready to 
listen to a discus,ion of that sort, T woul~l be 
glad to le:we her where I first saw her. 

The ATTOH:XEY- GEJ\l'~H.AL: 'I'he hon. 
gentleman is not exactly quoting my speech. 
I never said that respectable married belies 
were in the habit of discussing matters of this 
kind. I saiJ they had means of information 
at hand from books and newspapers, and from 
their husbands. 

Mr. ARCHER: Yes; I did not misquote 
the hon. gentlemen in one word. He said that a 
woman had conversations with her husband upon 
this matter, and so informed herself upon it. I 
think the husband who wou!tl conYerse with his 
wife, so as to inform her upon the sta,te of degra­
dation into which these unfortunate women 
have fallen, and the wife who will listen to him­
well, I will not say what my opinion would be of 
either. The Attorney-General, instead of con­
troverting the argument of rny hon. friend the 
member for Port Cnrtis, simply perverted his 
argtunent, and, I think, was trying to reduce 
the ladies of Queensland to a standard which I 
am perfectly certain they have not reached, and 
never will reach. They neYer will be able 
to understand the class of women we are now 
tal1dng nhout, a:-; a lll:Ul rnay who 1nht'..; ill general 
society. The 1·eason why I wmwlnwstluth to:;peak 
to-night was this-that having heard the speech of 
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the Premier I thought very little more could he 
said upon the subject. He, at all events, met 
statistic::; with stati8tics, and argun1ent with 
argument, and Hhowed nwst coucluRively~not as 
it is now complained-that this Act has not per­
formed all that we thoug-ht it would perf<lrrn, 
but that it has, at all events, performed some­
thing for which we ought to be thankful. The 
Attorney·General ha8 again and again repeated 
the argument that the Act has failed, but there 
is nothing gained by saying that. He may 
say that as often as he like,, and I insh;t on the 
contrary, that the Act h'ts not failed. If he 
thinks the Act was passed in the hope th>tt it 
would utterly extirpate this disease, then it may 
be said to have failed. But what man is silly 
enough t•' suppose that a. disease of this kind­
one which is in fact perhaps the most difficult in 
the world to eradicate-could be eradicated 
by the passing of an Aet of this kind ? If any 
perKon' legishted with such a hope as that, 
they have only shown their own ignorance. I 
say, as the Premier said before to-night, if we 
can, during the com·ile of the year, prevent lOO 
or 130 centres of infection spreading· that disease, 
we may be certain that the Act has clone some­
thing g·ood. J'\o statistics that may be brought 
to bear can possibly clu away with that fact. 
Those centres of infection are taken aw>ty, and 
to that extent, at all events, the disease has been 
prevented from spreading. I only use these few 
words as against the argument which has several 
times been repeated as to the Act being a failure. 
Tlutt is a phrase which I deny properly inter­
prets the wol'ldng of the Act. It may 
be that the Act has not clone all the good 
we conld wish it to do; but I have heard the 
opinions of medical men, and we have heard 
what the Premier told us to-night of the ex­
pression of opinion he had received from the 
officers of the navy; and will anyonetellmethat 
all these thin~;s are not more than could be 
expected of the Act when it was passed? I 
say that if that Act had not been passed, we 
would in all probability be here to-night holcling 
an indignation meeting for the purpose of 
passing an Act to do away, as far as possible, 
with these unfortunate women. I have only 
to quote another perversion by the Attorney­
General of the speech made by the hon. 
member for Port Clutis. The hon. member 
for Port Curtis stated instances that had come 
under his own knowledge of the dreadful ravages 
of this disease, >tnd the Attorney-General imme­
diately jumped to the conclusion that the young 
men of whom the hon. member for Port Curtis 
spoke, mtme from a pbce which was not pro­
tected by an Act of this kind to a place that was 
protected by the Act, and that therefore all the 
dreadful circumstances ensued. Did anyone ever 
hear such rubbish as that used as an argument? 
The young 1nan cmnes frorn :England-fron1 the 
bosom of his family-perhaps just from his 
Jnothet·\; apron-strings-and is turned adrift iuto 
the world of Australia where he is unknown. 

The ATTORNEY-GENEHAL: That is an 
a8sutnption toe), 

Mr. ARCHER : He never takes that into 
account, but jumps at the conclusion I have 
stated. The hrm. member for Port Curtis said 
that it was not to the town of Brisbane that 
younp- men came, where perhaps they might be 
under the eyes of their friends, but to where they 
were far away from their influences; and certainly 
there is no doubt that young men in cases of this 
kind, break loose, and the frightful effect spoken 
of is produced in that way. Could anyone 
suppose that a person having· a logical mind, and 
hearing of young men who had only just come 
here frotu England getting disease, would innue­
diatily j nmp to the conclusion the>t they came 

from a place where there was no protective 
Act, and th:.t they got this disease in Bris­
bane, or in some place where there wa~ such 
an Act, and then proceed to use that as an 
argument in favour of the abolition of the Act. 
He then goes on to state that ladies have an 
intuitive knowledge of what is best, ~tncl that we 
should therefore be guided by them. He repre­
sents that the motion has been introduced on the 
strength of a petition signed by 3,500 ladies­
whether they are wives, or mothers, or young 
women, I do not know; they may be the wives 
and mothers of Brisbane. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I said of 
Queensland. 

Mr. AHCHEH: The hon. gentleman says 
that women have a bright intelligence which is 
better than knowledge-actually better than 
knowledge-which enables them to see hrther 
and jurlge more clearly than a man with know­
ledge who reasons from his knowledge. I say 
that is the greatest absurdity I ever heard in 
debate, and I say it without the slightest hesita­
tion. It is a well-known fact that women are 
not good judges of matters of fact, and that they 
are most illogical in their reasoning. It is 
well known-of course I am talking of them 
as a class, and not of exceptional women-it is 
well known to everyone who reasons on the 
human mind that the arguments of women are 
not of a logical kind. That is the opinion of the 
deepest thinkers and writers on the subject. 
And though one may quote a dozen women who 
have attained to the highest powers of judgment, 
still, when compared with the men who stand in 
the same category, their powers appear exceed­
ingly poor. It is all nonsense to say that a 
woman has an intelligence which enables her 
to form a better judgment than that of a man. 
If it is so, it is a miracle. There is no such 
thing as the power to do a thing without 
the wherewithal to do it with ; ancl if a man'~ 
brain has n1ore power than a \Voman'~ tt) judge 
from facts, he will judge more clearly; if 
a woman's brain is better fitted for judging 
than a man's, she will do so better than a mttn. 
There is the whole thing. But to say that 
the woman has some intuition that enables 
her to do these thing• without a brain 
-without resorting to the power of thinking 
and judging-is simply bosh. Reasoning power 
is a force which women can never get by simple 
intuition. 'l'he hon. gentlem"'n used another 
argument in regard to the kanakas having the 
disease, but I am exceedingly sorry to inform 
him that long before either he or I were born 
there was disease here. Captain Cook, in his 
interesting "Voyages," mentions the fact tlmt 
on revisiting some of the Sandwich Islands he 
found that syphilis had broken out. 

The ATTORNEY- GENERAL : What 
islands? 

Mr. ARCHEH : Captain Cook visited a great 
many islands. He visited nearly ~t!l the islands 
between here and Tahiti, the Fr'endly Islands, 
New Caledonia, and a great many islands 
all about; awl he mentions the Sandwich 
Islanders, pnrticularly, as having contracted the 
disease. Since Captain Cook's time, from the 
time I arrived in New South 'Vales, which is 
now forty.two years ago, traders going to the 
Solomon Islands, and other archipelagoes, have 
stated that on some of those islands there is 
hardly a man, woman, or child free from syphili •. 
That is a notorious fact. And the hon. gentleman 
used that as an argument in favour of repealing 
the Contag-ious Diseases Act to prevent the 
spread of disease in Brisbane. I am not trying 
to argue in favour of the Act, but to show the 
absurdity of the arguments brought against the 
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Act. When there is no medical attendant, and 
the disease is left pretty much to nature, it 
probably becomes complicated, and assumes its 
worst form. In the Sandwich Islands it has he­
come so had that there is one island set apart 
where people go and literally rot away_ 

The ATTORNEY-GE::'IfERAL: We do not 
get our kanakaR from those islands. 

Mr. ARCHER : I did not say so. If I said 
that I should be talking rubbish-like the argu­
ments used by the hon. gentleman. I am only stat­
ing a fact. I visited a great many of these islands 
probably before the hon. gentleman was born, or 
when he was a very little lad, and I never went 
to one where the disease was not rampant. '\Ve 
do not insist that the Act is a perfect succes,; ; 
we only say that it has done something to 
confine this horrid diseMe, and that it has done 
something to enable a few wretched fellows who 
otherwise would be victims for life, to escape and 
become respectable married men. If we adopt this 
motion declaring that we are willing to expunge 
this Act from our Statute-book, we shall simply be 
opening new centres of contagion and spreading 
the disease further ; and probably, if we live a few 
years longer we shall regret that we ever touched 
a measure, which like every human production 
is faulty, but which has done something for the 
community, and which I believe will not be 
abolished with the consent of the community 011 

arguments such as those we have heard to-night. 

Mr. FRASER said: Mr. Speaker,-This is 
not a very inviting subject; and had it not been 
for the petition presented to this House on 
behalf of the women of Quensland, I do not think 
I should be inclined to take part in the dis­
cussion. It must be admitted that in some 
respects that petition is an extraordinary one. 
But I do not think the hon. member for Blackall 
and the hon. member for Port Curtis have done 
justice to the women of Queensland. It is all 
very well for them to say that the virtuous 
women of the colony cannot descend to a con­
ception of the nature of this terrible disease. 

Mr. ARCHER : I said they could not form 
a conception of the low state to which the women 
had fallen. 

Mr. }'RASER : I accept the explanation, 
but it only puts the matter in a different light. 
The hon. gentleman must remember, however, 
that some ladies, whose names are attached to 
the petition, are in constant contact with these 
characters both mentally and physically. They 
have made themselves acquainted with the con­
dition of these women as far as possible in 
order to redeem them, and rescue them from the 
wretched condition into which they have fallen. 
I maintain that these ladies can appreciate and 
fully enter into the character of the degraded 
state into which these poor creatures have fallen, 
otherwise they would not be in possession of the 
information which they have obtained. I am 
quite free to admit that the disease which has 
been spoken of is as terrible as it is represented 
to be. I was struck very much, in listening to 
the speeches made against the motion of my hon. 
colleague, with the statements as to the fear­
ful consequences that would result from our 
carrying a resolution of this kind, and the question 
occurred to me, what consequences have resulted 
from the resolution passed by the House of Com­
mons condemning the Contagious Diseases Act 
in England 1 And how is it, if an Act of this 
kind is so very necessary for the preservation of 
health and m'orals in communities, that England 
survived so long before the passing of the Con­
tagious Diseases Act in 1866? And how is it 
that the people of England never allowed that 
Act to come into operation excepting to a very 
p3rti11l extent, 11nd only in some centres of poptl· 

lation? The very largest centres of population 
in England have never tolerated the Act. I 
admired the speech of the hon. the Premier as 
much as anybody, and I admit its force. I 
do not feel myself called upon to reply to it. 
At the sanw time I must say that there is a great 
deal about it that does not con vi nee me. ~o far 
as the statistics are concerned, some of the 
figures allmled to by the hon. gentleman haYe 
been challenged over and over again. I find 
that Dr. Birkbeck Nevins, whom I had the 
honour of kno\ving twenty-five years ago, and 
who then occupied tt leadiug position in his 
profession in the town of Liverpool, wrote as 
May, follows to Lord Xorthbrook, on the 4th of 
1883:-

"It i~ impossible to believe that the comparison has 
thus been republished with your knowledge anrl appro­
val n.ft.er your letter of the 21st April, and I therefore 
bring the mrttter to your notice. l•1or the official repro­
duction of a comparison aeknowledged to be' not to be 
relied upon as acmwate,' and which ':J.'ly Lords propose 
in future to omit,' as they agree with me that the com­
parison is open to considera.ble objection. is an act of 
grave importance on the present state of the tlnestion, 
both in and out of the House of Commons." 

That extract refers to some statistical errors 
published in the Navy Report for 1882 in con­
nection with this question ; and in reply to Dr. 
BirkbeckN evins'representation, an assuraucewas 
given that they would not be republished. There 
is another matter in connection with this debate 
to which I must refer, and I allude to it with 
regret. It cannot be denied that, since the intro­
duction of the Contagious Diseases Act into 
Queensland, prostitution has become so exten­
sive in Brisb:me that we are a byword and a 
reproach among almost all the strangers who 
visit our city. I think this fact of itself goes far 
to show that the Act has failed very materially 
in accomplishing that which it was intended to 
do. There has been a complaint brought against 
the Act that it is oppressive, and that it interferes 
with the liberty of the subject; and not only that, 
but that it also exposes innocent women, young and 
old, to the risk of being brought under its pro­
visions. This has been referred to by the Premier, 
who said there was only one case reported of an 
innocent woman suffering under the Act. The 
hon. gentleman ignored entirely, and I do not 
care to adduce them, the cases reported from 
the continent of Europe. I am quite content 
to confine myself to what we find existing in 
England. The hon. gentleman allude<] to the 
case of Caroline vVybrow as if that were the 
only case of the kind that had occnrred. Well, 
I Bhall quote a case which happened at Dover in 
which all the names and fact,; are given, so that 
they can be verified if there is any doubt about 
them. The quotation is from a lecture delivered 
by Dr. Chm·le,; Bell Tay !or, and is as follows :-

"Some months ago a woman was brought up at the 
l\Iagistrates' Court at Dover, when the following scene 
occurred:-

"The trained advocate, paid by the Govermr.ent to 
prosf'cute, opened with a sveeeh in which he said that 
the magistrate"" were not there to consiclt'r whether the 
law wa~ a good one or a bad one, bnt simply to carry it 
out, etc. 

H rrhe police sp.r then 8W01'8 that he had 'good 
cause to believe' that the woman 'vas a prosti­
tute. 1'his the woma.n denied with tears:. nncl a~~e­
-verations, whereupon :J.tr. Aldm·man Re12s. the pre­
siding magistrate. said he should like to kno·w on 
what grounds the spy's helief was founded. ·I shall not. 
allmvtheman to answer thatque~tion,' said the trained 
advocate. 'W~hy :• said :Jlr. Rees. 'Because,' said th~ 
advocate,' the law onlv requires the man to swear he 
has 'good cause to beli8ve'; he may not be a;;; ked 'vhat 
the cause is.' ''l'hen,' said :\Ir. !:tees, ' I derlinf' to rorn­
mit on sneh evidence.' Here was a deadlodc and after 
some di.~cnssion it was agreed that the spy should state 
hiR grounds, when he said,' Vfell, I saw tlle woman 
trtlking to a man in the street.' '1Yell, that.'s no 
evidence,' snid "J:Ir. Rees; whereupon he said ltt· bad 
seen her talking to two other men. ' Well, I •uppose 
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men and women may s::peak to one another,' said l\fr. 
Hees. '.:'\ 0'\\',' said the \vorthy :tlr1crmnn, 'I do not 
wish to take a.ny aclvantage of my position. 'rell me. 
lmve yon seen tills wowan in a brothel, or a:-:<soci:.Lting 
with hatl elmraeicrs ;.-• And the spy was forced. to con­
fess that he had not. ''l'hon.' said Jlr. ltee,-;:, 'I clis­
mis.s the case.' 'Siop !' said his brother-magistrate:.; 
·Give her three Wt<")ks-thc magistrates in other 
tmvns always do.' ' rn cut off my right arm before 
I ll give her thrcn weeks,' said Mr. ltee.,, 'Then 
give her }L fortnight.' · I \VOn't give her a t'ort­
Hight.' 'Thlm we are disagreed; there must be 
auother bench.' So Mr. Itecs, seeing the woman might 
sutl'er it' he were obstina..te, ~mid, 'Xmv let me give her 
a t'eutenefl tha.t will eome "·ithi.u tile fonr corners of 
the Act. an(l satisfy my own nooscienee.' This was 
agreed to. :--;o \'lr. Her-s sa ill, 'I order a day's imprison­
ment: YOH lune been detained a day aud arc therefore 
dh;eh:u·ged."" · 

'J'here is a foot-note which states that the name 
of that inspector was demanded. The nmne was 
g·i ven and it was stated that it was Inspector 
Coffee, and that he has since be;m convicted of 
e1nLezzlerr1ent, and is now serving his time in gaol. 
This is the character of the men who are placed 
as inspectors and spies over these wmnen, and 
who are ready, as I am informed from this 
account, to use their position to accomplish any 
evil ends. Another inspector, in the same town 
of JJover, has since been conviuted of cmmpiring 
to defeat justice. I do not think we ought to 
have upon our Statute-book an Act which 
places in the hands of police ufficers or any 
,,fficers, the power to expose innocent and 
respectable women to tr0,<tment of this kind, 
and if we have it upon our Scatute-book, the 
sooner we have it off the better. I am not sure 
that even in Brisbane itself we cannot find that 
attempts of this kind have been made. Here is 
a case reported in Brisbane :-

"Another ease 1nay be given, showing how wicked, 
designing men ma.v harass respeetable girls in situa­
tions. nntlcr cover of the Act. A clergyman in Brisbane 
had an excellent servant in his family. He reneived au 
anonymous letter one day, warning him to take care of 
the girl, and informing him that .she would soon be 
called up for examination under the Contagious 
DlscaRes Act. This object seemed to be to secure her 
diRcharge. rfhe gentleman went at OUCB to the in­
Spl~etor, nnd round there was no foundation for the 
threat. as the police knew nothing- against the girl, and 
were of opinion that some !::iconndrel was perpetrating a 
cruel ·joke· upon her" 

It might have been a joke, but it was certainly a 
cruel joke; and ha<1 that girl been in the employ 
of many n1en it wonld have been ten chances to 
one that she would have been discharged. The 
rea,on why 1 adduce the case is that I know the 
girl's employer, who is one of the most respected 
clergymen in Brisbane, and I know the girl, who 
lu't<l only just left my employment, where she had 
been for about ten months, and a more circum­
spect and respectable girl I never knew. The 
g-irl left me and went back to her former place. 
There may be no.thing in the case, and I may 
be told It was nothmg· more than a joke; but it 
was a cruel joke, and if we had not this Act upon 
onr Htatnte-book such a joke could never have 
been perpetra,ted. There is another feature of 
this que,;tion to which scarcely any allusion has 
been made. I am sure that no right-thinking 
man in the community does not r"gret that we 
have amongst ns such a nun1ber of young wmnen 
pmsning this deplorable course of life; and our 
sympathies and support should be readily given 
to those excellent women w hn lay themselves out 
to g-ive their time and talents and sympathies to 
them, and endeavour to reclaim them. I venture 
to aRsert there is not n, right-thinking n1an in 
this room who will not agree with me that a 
woman must be snnk very low indeed before she 
has lost every spark of self-respect or aspiration to 
be reclaimed ; but I hold that if there is one 
thing more than another calculated to extinguish 
that spark, it is tn be subjected to this examina­
tion, I am borne m1t in this view hy a very 

high authoritv, whom I will quote, so that 
there may be no doubt about it. It is 
the report of the minority of the select com­
mittee appointed by the House of Commons to 
investigate the question; and the following 
quotations are from the evidence of Dr. Cook, 
the chaplain of the London Lock Hospital, in 
contrasting the two classes of patients in that 
institution :-

"The ordinary patients (the majority of whom are 
known London prostitute.s) are very mixed . . . but 
the government patients are brutalised beyond descrip­
tion in ap}learance and manner. The probability and 
hopes of reclamntion would be greater in the ordinary 
than in the case of the government patients." 

And further-
" 'rhe proportions of women reclaimed from voluntary 

loc;k hospitals furnish a remarkable contrast to the 
government institutions. In the Lon<lon Lock Hospital, 
the number of voluntary patients who, during the year 
of 1881, entered the lock asylum, were sent to service, 
restored to thmr friends, or sent to other homes, was 
about 75 per cent. of the total admissions, while the 
number of government patients similarly disposed of 
was only about 19 per cent. of those admitted for the 
first time, and only about 10 per cent. of the total num~ 
ber of registered women admitted. The government 
women are admitted to the hospital over and over 
again . 

. , rrhe actual result of reclamatory efforts in lock 
hospital~. under existing circumstances, therefore, 
dearly shows that the proportion of fallen women 
reclaimed without the machinery of the Act, is much 
larger than that effected with such aid, or, in other 
'vords, the system of the Act is proved to have greatly 
inereased the annual diffteulty of rescuing and reclainl­
ing women who have entered upon a career of prostitu­
tion. rrhat appears to be tlle inevitable result of such 
system, superadded to the ordinary debasing influences 
of that course of life." 

I think that is a fact which should weigh very 
considerably with hon. members of this House, 
before they give their sanction to the retention 
on the Statute-book of an Act that is pregnant 
with such evil results. \V e are told that the 
object is the health of the community; that it 
is a protection to the community ; but I think 
it is the reverse. \V e know perfectly well that 
men, young and old, are very frequently pre­
vented from committing a crime more from the 
fear of detection than from the force of conscience. 
\V ell, sir, if the impression be that indulgence in 
this or any other vice can be carried on without 
the fear or danger of suffering from it, we must 
see at once that the temptation to indulge is 
immensely increased. That cannot be doubted. 
That there is impunity from consequences in 
this matter is a great mistake; and when hon. 
gentlemen talk of the health of the community 
being promoted by the Act, they evidently show 
that they have not thoroughly investigated 
the question. It is assumed that from women 
who,,resubjected to these periodical examinations 
and who receive a passport that they are in a 
healthy condition, no danger can result. Refer­
ring again to the evidence taken before the Select 
Committee of the House of Commons, I may 
say that Profeesor Lee, who was in favour of 
repeal, shows most clearly that the strictest 
examination is no protection whatever, and that 
it is ''a delusion, a mockery, and a snare." With 
these facts staring us in the face are we to be 
asked to tolerate an Act remaining in our Statute­
book which is certainly no credit to us. I said just 
now that, instead of preserving the health of the 
community, the Act was a prize forthecommission 
of vice, and an inducement to indulge in it. In 
this I am borne out by Dr. Jackson, who puts 
it in better form than I can, and whose opinion 
is based on exjJerience. He says that the effect 
of being exempt from the consequences of the 
indulgence in the vice leads away yonng men 
to excessive indulgence in it. I do not wish 
to enlarge upon the subject. As I said before, 
I !Hid no intention of speaking· hv.d not my 
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name been mentioned as being· connected 
with the petition. Having listened to the ad­
dresses in support of the Act, I have heard 
noth~n~ which in the slightest degree checks my 
con vwtwn that the sooner we remove the Act 
from our Statute-book the better. I shall, there­
fore, vote for the motion of my hon. colleague. 
Before I sit down I must, as most hon. members 
have done, compliment him upon the very able, 
lucid, and comprehensive manner in which he 
brought the matter before the House. I hope 
the motion will be carried; and that we shall 
show our injured sense of right, fair play, justice, 
and liberty by expunging this tyrannical and 
cruel Act from our Statute-book. 

Mr. SALKELD said: I do not intend to say 
much on this matter. I have read a good deaL:tbmit 
it, and I was surprised to hear the fignres qnoted 
by the Premier this evening. Some of the 
statistics I have seen are fJUite at vn,riance with 
those, and I cannot understn,nrl them. 8ome 
figures show that in the subjected districts there 
is far less clisen,se thn,n in the unsubjected dis­
tricts ; while in other tables I find thn,t there 
has been no decrease, or very little. I think the 
explanation will be found in the fact that the 
figures quoted by the Premier have reference to 
all classes of disen,se. I believe it is the opinion 
of eminent medical men, men who occupy n, first 
rank in their profession, that constitutionn,l 
syphilis is the only really dangerous disease. 
Of course the Premier has informed us of the 
terrible nn,ture of this disease, n,ncl I believe that 
anyone who has made a study of it, or is well 
informe<l on the subject, will agree with him 
there; but I cannot follow his statistics, for they 
do not apply to constitutional syphilis. They 
apply to all veneren,l diseases in the Armv. I 
luLve here a table prepn,red by Dr. Charles Bell 
Ta,ylor, M. D., in which he gives the following 
table showing the effect of the Acts on the health 
of the men in the Army and l\'n,vy :-

Year. Strength. 

Admissions to Hospital 
t'or secondn.ry or 

constitutional sy:philis, 
per 1,000 men. 

-----1----- ---------· 
1866 
1867 
1~6"1 
18f>9 
l;j70 
1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 

59,758 
62.9J1 
G8.3GO 
68,91)2 
70,131 
87.H2 
85,722 
77,530 
77,933 
88,147 
88.758 

23"39 
2(\'26 
30·39 
26•22 
2.\"01 
20•30 
21"26 
2:1·19 
24·5 
28•7 
27•4 

That is a very cliffer~nt table to the one quoted, 
and the bet is that when we take the constitu­
tional syphilis--the dangerous disease, the fell 
disease-the n,vemge is reduced consiclem!Jl:v. 
vV e must depend n, great deal upon the opinions 
of men who me skilled in this mn,tter, and I find 
in the Shield which has been <Juoted from, 
that Mr. Thorold Rogers sn,ys :-

" Shortlv after I had the honour of a s8at in this 
House, an(! knowing how much the judgment of experts 
differs on qllf'stions of this kind, I took the opportunity 
of consnltin.~ a gentleman who, I believe, was ona of the 
able::;t, most eonscientious, and most la.lJorious students 
of pathology; now, unhappily, no more. I know of no 
m»n \vho.se courage in the examination of seientitic 
questions, ~tlld whose sympathies for humanity, were so 
keen as Professor Rolleston·s; and I know of no man 
who would have sooner sacrificed even the strongest 
sympathies with any particular class of persons, H he 
believed that the genernl gooU of hmnanity would be 
attained thereby. He 1old me that every test hnd been 
applled in this case, and the result wns that the Acts 
were absolutely ancl totally illusory, and they were 

worse tluw uselef.ls; that they constantly suggested a 
stnJe of health that did not exist, and that therefore 
they \\'ere ho]Jelessly mi~lcading." 
And Professor Huxley, who sn,t uvon the Roy'd 
CommisHion of 1871 to inquire into the working 
of the Contagious Diseases Acts, moved the 
following resolution :-

"That the Contagious Diseases Acts are absolnte1y 
worthless for the pllysiologieal purpose for which they 
\vere intended." 
I think the existence of this Act is a serinuR 
clepn,rtnre from the ordinn,ry cour"e of law. lt is 
n,n interference with the liberty of the subject, 
and we ought to have proof that there b a very 
marked benefit arising therefrom before we 
consent to let it rermtin on the Statute-book. 
U nles' the Act is necessn,ry for the preservn,tion 
of the public health, we are not justified 
in continuing it. I adruit that it is not bir to 
qnote Paris statistics, bnt we are l1onnrl to show 
the working of the Act in ]~ngland. I do not 
think that we can clain1 that onr n1a.~iRtratC\'•i 
and police hn,ve n, higher repnbtion thn,n those 
of the old country, and I am sure they n,re not 
likely to more jndiciously n,dminister the Act tlmn 
the English authorities. The Premier implied-if 
he did not actually ~"y-that he lwd not known 
of a single cn,se of hardship or injustice 
arising out of the existence of the Act ; but l do 
not think that cn,n be borne out by facts, for 
there are very many cn,ses I could refer to, well 
n,uthenticated cases, in which the Act has npemted 
very harshly indeed. \Vhen we take into con­
sideration every point connected with this bHsi­
ness; when we take into consirleration that 
innocent \Von1en, virtuous women, with right and 
wornanlyfeelings, n1ay suffersharne, and have the 
finger of public scorn pointed at them n,ll through 
the operation c,f this Act, I am sure there are 
few who will not vote for its repeal. The 
Premier hn,s also said that we legislate for small­
pox, typhus, and cholern,, and nmke quamntine 
regubtions controlling affected persons ; but I 
say thn,t that is no argument why thie Act 
should apply to only one section of the com­
munity. ·what would be thought of the Premier 
if he brought clown a, Bill nmking it compulsory 
thn,t women and children should be quamntinell 
for smallpox, but thn,t men should go free ? Yet 
here we n,re n,t the present time doing that very 
thing; singlingoutthe weakest for1Juni~h1nent, and 
letting all others go free. I ttm surprisecl that 
the Premier n,ncl other hon. members do not see 
the case in that light, n,ncl I regret we are not 
unani1nour-; in our conden1nation of this Act. 
If hon. members who hn,ve defended the Act are 
really anxious to stamp out this terrible disen,se, 
as they call it, let them be consistent. Let 
us not tolerate a law which is n,pplicn,hle 
alone to women. Let them vote for the n,boli­
tion of this ln,w, and then they will convince us 
that they are in earnest; but while they hold 
such a one-sided view of thingR I cannot con­
gratulate them on their consistency. This Act 
is not in n,ccord with British law ; it is n, 
parasite upon the Statute-book. Our police 
officers dare not arrest a rrmn or 'Vornau for any 
ordinary offence without being prevarecl with 
the strongest evidence that there is ren,sonahle 
suspicion that that person is guilty of some 
offence, and even then the law does not consider 
a person guilty until the offence is proved, nor is 
the onus of proof of innocence put upon the 
ttccused person. \V e require the authorities who 
n,re pro,;ecuting to prove the offence. I shall 
just read the 3rd cbuse of the Act:-

"·where an information, on oath, may be laid hefm·e 
any justire of the peace by an inspector, any other 
ofticer of police, ehargi11g to the cfrect that a female 
therein named is a common prostitute, and, being resi­
dent within the limits of any place to whidl this Act 
shall apply, has been within fourteen clnys bBforc 
the laying of the said information \Vithin such limit~ 
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ns; nforesaifl for the vnrpo~c of IJrostitntion, such 
ju:-;tice may, if he think fit, issue a notke in the 
form of sehcdule B of this Act a.ddressed to sueh female, 
whieh notiee should be dulv serYed on her. and if an\r 
such female shall, in }Hll'Rrlan~e of sneh notice, appPa~r 
before the said or any other justic0 of the }J8a('e eithct· 
by herself or by some pt~rson on her behalf, or if in c<tse 
of her non-appeam1we it shall be slwwn on oath 
tlat the notice was duly served on her within 
a l'easormblc time before the time appointed in 
sueh notice, it shall be l:nYfnl for surh jns.tiee on 
oath made before him snbstantia1ing the matter of 
the information to onler that sneh female be snbjeetcd 
to a medieal examination by the vi~iting surg-eon duly 
appointed ns herein before provit1ed, for the purpose of 
ascertJLining at the time of such examination whether 
she is affentcd with a contagious disease; anrl snch 
female may be, at the discretion of the said jnstkc of 
the peace, smbjectecl to a veriodical mcdi<'al examina­
tion by the said visiting surgeon for any perioil not 
exceeding one year, and the order shall lJe a sntlicient 
warrant for the visiting surgeon to conduct such exami­
nations accordingly, and shall specify the time alHl 
place at which the female shall a.ttend for the sn,id 
exa,mination, and:L copy of the ~aid order shall be served 
on the s:tid female." 

That gives power for the infliction of a terrible 
penalty on a fermtle-a more terrible penalty to 
a womn,n of right feelings than any in1prison~ 
ment would be. It is next door t(, the death 
penalty, and many virtuous females ha\'8 cho,;en 
death rather than submit to it. I shall read 
what the 12th clause say,;. I read these clauses, 
because I feel persnrtded that if it were tho­
roughly well known throughout the length and 
breadth of the land that "uch an Act is in exiRt-' 
ence, it would be made a very prominent ques­
tion at the ballot-box in the case of an election. 
The 12th clause is-

" If any female, ~ubjectecl by order of a justice under 
this Act to periodical medical examination, at any time 
absents herself in order to avoid snlnnitth1g· herself to 
such examination on any occnsion on 'vhich she ought 
so to submit herself, or refu:~cs or wilfully neglects to 
submit herself to such examination on any such occa­
sion, or lf any female authorised by this Aet to be 
detained in any hospital under medical treatment for 
a. contagions disease quits the hospital without being 
disehargecl therefrom by the chief medical otliPer 
thereor by writing- under his hancl, then and in every 
such case such female shall be guilty of an offence 
under this Aet, and on summary couvtetion before any 
t\\.TO justices of the 11eare, shall be liable to imprison­
ment in the ca.se of a first offence for any term not ex­
ceeding one month, and in the case of n :Second or any 
su1Jsequent offence for any term not exceeding three 
months, and in the case of quitting the hospital without 
being discharged as aforesaid, the female ma~' be taken 
into custody without \Yarrant by any constable." 
Suppose a WOlll[l,ll is suffering frmn this disease, 
"he is sent to the hospital and remains a prisoner 
there aH long as the officers of thttt hospital like 
to keep her. 

Mr. T. CAMPBELL: Three months only, 
by clause 10. 

ML SALKELD: Clause 10 is:-
"No female shall be detained for a longer period than 

three months, unless the chief medieal otlicer of the 
hospital in which she shall LJe detained and the visiting 
surgeon of the place whence she came or was brought, 
conjointl~y- certify tha,t her further cletention for medical 
trentment is retlui:-:;iie. wlii(~h certific:Lto slmll be in 
duplicate, antl one of the originals shal1 b~t delivered to 
such female, and in tha.t ease sua mav be fnrther 
detained for any period uot exceeding three months." 
They can keep her ttnother three months. This 
is an infringement of the liberty of the subject 
which the advocates of the Act have n0ver made 
out the slighte,t ground for. 'Vhat difference is 
there between Brisbane and such cities as 1Iel­
bourne, Adelaide, or Hobart'! Is it in such 
a terrible state as to clrive us to nlace the mem­
bers of the female populatinn in' the hands of 
police spies? I think not, It has been said that 
no han!ship can very well occur; but we find 
that in England the Governrnent have never 
been able to introduce the Act, except in a few 
ga.rrison towns. The inhabitants of other 

towns have risen, and fairly beaten all attempts 
to get their towns procln.imed under the 
Act. I feel con vi need tlmt if the hor­
ribly brutal nature of the Act were known in 
Queensland, it wonld soon be wiped off the 
Statnte-book ; and I hope thi,; Honse will record 
their convictinns that it ought to be removed, 
and that next session will see an Act passed to 
rernove it. I n1ay 1nention ·with regard to the 
a.rmy statistics, that the officers do not agree 
about them. The Surgeon-General gives one 
class of Htatistics, and Surgeon--~·{ajor Law~wn, 
who is known to be a determined up­
holder of the Acts, gives others. It is 
very difficult to get the real facts, because 
it is possible to make statistics hay almost any­
thing. I do not depend upon sta,tistics altogether. 
I maintain that this is a violation of the public 
conscience. To place an Act on onr Statuto­
hook to legaliF:e vice i~ an ontrn,ge on the public 
con:-;cience nnd public feeli11g ; and no rnattcr 
how its advomttes may bring out labonred 
figures to prove thei1· case, I feel snre that 
sooner or later it will be removed from the 
British Statute-book, and the Statute-book of 
Queen"land. 

:Mr. BAILEY said : Mr. Speaker,-! think 
this House is agreed that when any virulent 
(lisease is likely to rnake ravage in the cm11~ 
munity, it is our duty to attempt to stop it if 
possible. That was the intention of this Act ; 
whether it has been carried out or not is another 
f[Uestion, but the last speaker in speaking of the 
arbitrary conditions of the Contagious Diseases 
Act, forgot to mention that between the women 
who are brought under that Act, and the public, 
thereisoneofficeratanymtewhowill, as a humane, 
intelligent, and educated man, protect the rights 
and l_Jrivileges of any virtuous and honest 'von1an. 
I allude to the medical officers. Those men are 
chosen for their intelligence, their ability, their 
skill and knowledge, and their humanity ; and, 
speaking from some little experience I had a few 
ye::trs ago, I can assure the HouHe that in 11ris~ 
bane alone the medical officer-he would bltmh 
if he heard me say it-has been the means of 
salvation of rnany \Von1en who ha..ve gone into 
that Lock Hospital. He has been their protector 
and friend when, in pursua,we of their beastly 
trade, they have come to grief. If they have 
shown any desire to reforrn, or go to their friends, 
he has assisted them to do so. I could narrate 
one or two instances that have come to my 
knowledge that would do that gentleman very 
gTeat honour; but I should not be justified in 
doing so, because I know tlmt the good deeds done 
by Dl\ Hobbs he wishes to keep secret. The 
medical officers, while they do their duty to the 
public, are the protectors of the women. Their 
duty to the public is to protect them from a foul 
rlisease, and their duty to the women is to cure 
them as quickly as possible, A third duty 
they perform on their own account, as men of 
humane feelings, and that is, that when any 
woman wishes to reform they give her an appor­
tunity to reform, and ttssist her in doing so, I con­
sider that the Act, from the way in which it has 
been carried Ollt in Queenslancl, has been of great 
service to a class of poor women who have fallen 
into disgrace, perhaps through circnmRtances over 
which they bar] very little control. 'l'hat point 
ht~s been left out of the discussion this evening, 
and that is why I have mentioned it. Bnt there is 
one n1ore point I wish to suggeRt. I an1 nnt going 
to .-;peak either for or against the Act, because 
I have not studied the question. The point I 
wish to sug,gest is, th>tt there are people respon­
sible for a great number of the illicit prostitutes 
who exist, who are perhaps members of the Social 
Purity Society. There are members of that society 
in the habit of employing number,; of girls and 
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paying them Ss. or 12s. a week, out of which 
they are expected to find themselves in clothes 
bo.a:d, and lodgings. If I an1 not very 1nncb 
tmsmformecl, there are hundreds of g-irls in this 
city of Brisbane who are receiving pay for their 
work at that rate. LT pon that miserable pittance 
they are expected to dreRs decently-they have 
even to be ornan:ental as well-and pay for their 
board and lorlg1ng. Here is an Ol1enino- for 
the Social Purity Society to come in. Let them 
begin at the right end and Hee that those girh; 
are properly paid for their work, thnt they have 
enough to live upon, and that they are not 
corupelled, after their day'~ work is over, to 
go on the streetR to earn enongh to get thmu 
hom·d ancl lodging. This is the work f<ll' the 
Social Purity Society - to look after the 
hundreds of g·irls in Brisbane and other towns, 
who wor~ clay by day fnr a pittance which is 
not suffiCient to find them with the clothes they 
wear. If they would make a point of seeing tlu1t 
those girls shall he paid for their work ,;nfficient to 
live n]Jcm, we should hear very mnch less of this 
illicit prostitution that is talked about. I throw 
out these suggestions, and hope they will be 
taken notice of by those for whom they are 
meant. 

Mr. WHITE said: I believe in rural felicity, 
a\vay frnm cities. Smne few years. a.go I was iu 
Newcastle-on-TJne, 'vhich is a very large centre 
of population, a military city, and also a sea­
port. At that time an attempt was made tn 
introduce the Contag·ious Diseases Act, and 
such a burst of agitation arose that the whole 
city waR excited and a large denHmstration \VRs 

the result. So intense was the indignation of 
the people that there were two or three ladies 
mnongthe speakers, and a resolution was carried 
unanimously declaring that that Act shonld 
never be allowed to show its face in the North of 
England. I am very glad to have an opportunity 
of recording my vote against the Act. 

Mr. ALAND said : I did not intend to speak 
on the subject before the House, but merely to 
give a silent vote upon it; ami I shoulrl not have 
risen but for two remarks made by the hon. 
member for \Vide Bay. That hon. member 
first spoke of the officer repr~senting the Uov­
ernment as standing between the public and the 
wmnen who were exmnined, the inference evi­
dently intended being that there was no danger 
of any violation being done to the feelings of any 
\Yoman brought before hiu1 f(>r exarnination. lt 
is because I believe that violation to the feelings 
and to the person of an innocent person may Le 
done, that I shall vote for this motion. \\' e have 
it on record-and the record stands fu1· more 
than one occasion-that in :England more than 
one person has been taken up by the police, ami 
has been subjected to examination by the 
medical officer, and his examination has shown 
thnt the person examined was not only free from 
disea.se, but had absolutely not lost her virginity. 

The PREMIER : I do not believe it. 

:VIr. ALAND : I have a right to believe it, 
just a" much as the Premier has a right to dis­
believe it. I do not think that such stntement, 
would he made public and disseminate<! through­
out the length and breadth of the land-state­
ments sent forth hy the British House of Com­
mons-unless they rested upon a solid founda­
tion. I hold that it is better for us to run some 
risks which it is supposed may take place, than 
to have one innocent female subjected to such 
degradation as a compulsory medical examination. 
Now, sir, the other remark which the hon. mem­
ber for \Vide Bay ma<le was that h~ was sure 
that some of the members of the Social Purity 
Society had in their employment a number of 
young girls who were being paid insufficient 
wages, and that it was on that account that 

thoy were obliged to supplement their income 
by whitt he termed " illicit prostitution." 
'Why, prostitution of all hinds is illicit; at 
all eYent~, we have not quite gone so far 
as to legali,<e prostitution, although the Con­
tag·ions Diseases Act does g·o a long way in that 
respect. I think it is repugnant to most English­
men, no matter what ,,hade of religious be­
lief they h>we ; and I believe that men even 
of immoral character are very much dis­
posed against the Act. At 11ll events, we, 
as Englishrnen, and this Legislature, as an 
l~nglish and a Chri~tian Legislature, Rhould not 
in any wise legislate for vice. How br the 
remark of the hon. member for \Vide Bay may 
be correct I cmmot say ; but I maintain that the 
fault rests, not with the employers of these young 
girls, but with their parents. I have no doubt 
that the gentlemen to whom he referred give 
a fair and sufficient wage for the work 
which these young girls are engaged in, 
a!Hl if the parents of this colony were to 
bring up their daughters to look in a more digni­
fied way upon tl1e occupations of household ser­
vnnts or nurses in respectable families-if they 
wonld teach their daughters to think thnt it 
is quite as respectable and infinitely more 
respectable to be servants in a respectable house­
hold than to stand at a shop counter, or to learn 
dre~:S::;nlaking, or :;;orrw of these other thingR, or 
even foster the idea of their becoming pupil 
teachers-it would put an end to an evil of 
that sort. I shall vote for the motion with 
pleasure. 

Mr. 'I'. CAMPBELL: I am sorry indeed 
that I cannot vote for the motion introduced by 
the hem. member for South Brisbane. There is 
no member of the Houee who has a higher 
appreciation than I have of the hon. gentleman's 
sincerity and single-mindedness in bringing this 
matter forward. I have not the slightest doubt 
that in every word he said he is a thorough 
believer; and I also compliment him on the 
excellent way in which he introduced the subject. 
He was vet·y eloquent; so eloquent that had the 
division taken place immediately after he sat 
clown, I might have allowed my feelings to over­
come my reason, and have voted for tlie motion, 
But I canuot get rid of this argument: that we 
have to de::tl with this subject as common­
sense men, and we should not therefore 
allow our feelings to warp our judgment, 
but should look the matter fairly and squarely 
in the face. \V e have to deal with a terrible 
evil, and if we cannot do awav with the evil 
altogether, we should endeavoui by our legisla­
tion to rninin1isc it so far as we possibly 
can. I stop here to notice an argument 
used by the junior member for Ipswich in 
speaking of the Act. I question very much 
whether that hon, member has read that Act, 
or, if he has read it, he must have done so 
very carelessly indeed. The 3rd chwse, on 
which he seewed to lay a great deal of stress, did 
not bear out his interpretation. No doubt it 
1nay give rise, 111 i~olated caR eR, t~l in~n.stice. 
I sny, may; but I have made mqmr1es as 
to the local working of the Act, and from 
persons who are nwre cmnpetent to advise 
well thereon than the hon. member for Ipswich, 
or any other hon. member in the House; 
and I say with every confidence that if there 
has been an injustice it must have be<m an 
isolated case. I hnve the greatest confidence in 
the integrity of the bench of magistrates of 
Brisbane. The whole power lies in their hands ; 
and although injustice may be done when a 
case comes into their hands, so far as I have 
been able to inquire nothing of the kind has ever 
occnrrecl. I think I shall he able to show 
that no hon. member of this House should place 
the slightest confidence in the statements made 
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to the effect that injustice had been done. I 
find that a constable, or inspector, or other 
officer of police, if he has reasonable grounds 
for bel~ef that a wonu1n is carrying on 
the busmess of a common prostitute lavs 
an information against her. '!'hat inforn;a. 
tion is sworn before a justice of the peace 
--generally before our worthy Police Magis­
trate so far as this locality is concerned. After 
that, notice is served upon her to come before 
the bench. Now, I quite agree that injustice 
may pos~ibly be clone, and that it may possibly 
lay a st1g1na 0n a won1an to get such notice. 
But it is 'luite wrong to say that she is brought 
before the bench and treated as a prostitute and 
looked upon as guilty before the evidence for the 
prosecution is taken. The section says distinctly-

" It shall be lav;rfnl fo1· such jnstice, on oath made be­
fore him snhstantiating- the matter of the infol'lnation, 
to order that such female," etc. 

The magistrate must convince himself that the 
evidence laid before him is sufficient to prove 
the matter laid in the information. 'l'o revert to 
the line of thought with which I opened: A 
French philosopher has said that when we get into 
reasoning we should cease to feel. Perhaps the 
hon. Premier came nearest to that than any hon. 
member of the House. He looked at t.he matter 
calmly and judicially, while, ontheotherhand, the 
hon. memb~rforSouthBrisbane SJ2okewithagreat 
deal of feeling, and gave me the Impression that 
the Government should take upon itself the teach­
ing of morals. Now, mycrmception of the function 
of a Government does not go so far as that. I 
think a Government has nothing to do with 
morals whatever. Hon. m em hers may laugh, but 
I say that the Government, as a Government, 
have nothing to do with morals. They m>tkP 
laws; the'e laws are con"idered to be just laws, 
and the people who obey them may be moral 
people, but, so far as morality is coneerned, the 
Government have nothing to do with teaching it. 
Now, it was. shown th~s evening very distinctly 
that the d1sease agamst which the Act was 
passed is one of the worst that perhapfl 
could affiict, or has ever afflicted, mankind. 
Almost any other disease can he got rid 
of, but this disease cannot be got rid of. 
If the person who contracts the disease through 
his own folly and weakness was the only person 
to suffer, I should say by all means let him 
suffer ; bnt it is a disease that entails misery a 
thousandfold for generations after, and that is 
the reason for special legislation on the subject. 
A great deal has been made of the arguments 
taken from the experience of }'ranee. But I say 
we are not in anything like similar circutnsta.ncel'l, 
and the Anglo-Saxon race is entirely different 
from the J<'rench race in these matters ; and we 
shall be likely to legislate much better in a matter 
of this kind by confining ourselves to our own 
people, than by drawing inferences from the 
experience of a nation that has nothing whatever 
in common with us in this matter. J<'rom the 
arguments of some hon. members, it would 
appear that the colony of Queen8land, or, at all 
events, the city of Brislmne, is much more 
infected with prostitution than >my other 
city of the Australian colonies. I have not 
statistics upon the matter, but I have seen 
other cities of AL1stralia, and so far as my obser­
vation has gone they are equally as bad, if not 
worse. \Vhen this Act was passed there were in 
the Parliament some of the cleverest men who 
have ever had a seat in this House ; and I am 
sure they did not pass it without vocy great 
reflection, and I think it will be seen that it has 
had very good results, notwithstanding the 
assertionsofthehon. members for South Brisbane. 
Coming to the working of the Act in Brisbane, 
if the somewhat vague assertions made in this 
House to-nig-ht could be supported by 1111y reason. 

able evidence I would be one of the first to say that 
we should wipe it off our Statute-book. But 
what do we find in the pamphlets published by 
the Social Purity Association, of which I re­
ceived a copy as well as other hon. members. 
'!'here are three distinct cases mentioned in 
those pamphlets, and I have it on the best 
authority that these three cases were investigated 
by a gentleman accustomed to weigh evidence, 
and who would not be likelv to leave a 
flaw in that evidence, and who· would not be 
likely to be imposed upon. And what was 
the fact? \Vhen he came to investigate those 
cases, and the gentlemm1 who made the assertions 
underwent a cross examination, he failed to show 
that there was a single act of injustice. There 
is the case mentioned of a girl who hacl been 
leading the life of a prostitute and after­
wards reformed, and entered respectable 
service. And it is asserted that a policeman 
came to the door one morning and gave 
her a paper. i:lhe gave the paper to her 
mistress, as she could not read herself, and the 
mistress was horrified to find that it was a 
summons to a)•pear for examination under the 
Contagious Diseases Act. The girl refused to go 
for some time, but she was compelled to do so; 
and it is further asserted that a few d>lys after­
wards shA was seen in the streets of Brisbane, 
having gone back to the old life, and the last 
case was worse than the first. That would be 
a terrible case if it were true. I have it on the 
best authority that upon investigation it was 
found to be untrue, and no evidence could be 
got in support of one iota of the statements 
made. I say we can draw a conclusion as to other 
cases from one example of that kind. 

HONOJ:RABLE MEMBEI\H: Name the authority. 

Mr. T. CAMPBELL: If I name my autho­
rity I shall also have to name the gentleman to 
whom I referred; and I do not think I should 
shelter myself behind the hedge of the privileges 
of this House, and say anything of any 
gentleman which I would not say outside; 
but I may say that if any gentlemen 
who called out "Name" just now will 
ask me privately, I will give the names 
with the greatest pleasure. One argument used 
by the hon. member for South Brisbane seemed 
to me a very extraordinary one. He aeked why 
in England, when they were comparatively free 
from disease up till 1866, and had gone on so 
well, why they then propose to pass a law to 
prevent the spreading of contagious diseases? 
But that argument will apply equally with 
respect to e\'ery Act on the Statute-book, and the 
hrm. member may just as well ask the ~Minister 
for Lands why he brought forward his Land 
Bill, on the ground that we got on very well 
without it before it was introduced. There is 
another argument which the hem. member used, 
and which he will see himself, if he carefully 
considers it, as quite illos:ical. He said the 
Contagious Diseases Act was placed upon the 
Statute-book for the purpose of stamping out 
this disease; and because it has not gone the whole 
length in stamping out the disease, that there­
fore it must be a failure. The hon. gentleman 
does not seem to recognise the difference between 
a total failure and a partial failure. I say that 
Act has had the effect of saving scores of young 
men from disease, even thoug·h it may no~ have 
stamped out the disease altogether. If it stamped 
outthecliseasealtogether, it might save thousands; 
but I say that if it has saved a hundred it has done 
good work, and has been of great use and benefit 
to the colony. '!'here is another case-the Dover 
case-mentioned by the hon. member for South 
Brisbane, Jlilr. Fraser, and certainly that is a 
very hard case indeed, if it is true. But did it 
not strike you, Mr. Speaker, that there wa~ 
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something wanting about it: The hon. member 
for South Brisbane based his argument upon 
that case in this way: There is a Mr. Rees, and 
there is the name of the girl given, and, forsooth, 
because the na.me~ are given it rnust be true. 
I do _not say it is not true, but I am only 
speakmg of the folly of an argument of that 
kind. If we are content to accept an argument 
of that kinrl we must be content to believe all 
that i,; said iu the St .• Tacob's Oil advertisements. 
The names are given there, but if you wish to 
authenticate those names, and whttt is smJ, 
you will be told to go to K ew York or l'II a.;sa­
chusetts or Home other such place to see those 
people whose names are appendecl to the adver­
tisement. The hon. member for Snuth Brisbane 
has told us that the names are given, but we 
will have to go to Dover if we wish to find 
out that it is true. '.Ye know that the feelino-s 
and iinaginationH of hon. n1en1berR sometin1~R 
carry thern away, and rnen fe~l very Rtrongly 
upon '' matter of this kind. In conclusion 1 
base a good deal of my argument on the matter 
upon this :- The1·e was a Royal Commi~sion 
appointed son1e tin1e ago in England to investi­
gate the very suLject we are now discussing. 
The hon. the Premier mentioned the men who 
were appointed on that cmnrnission, and we know 
they were men of the highest standing in the 
House of Comnwnf.;, a.nd n1en 'vho would not 
have taken upon themselves the responsibility 
of arduous duties of that kind if they were not 
well f[ualifiecl to rarry them out. Those gentle­
men made a most patient and minute investi­
gation, and collected a uuss of statistics, and 
they have given the public the benefit of their 
investigations, and they have come to the con­
clusion that, though the Act may not have 
stamped out the disease, it has done very good 
service by appreciably diminishing it. I use the 
same >trgument here, that although the Act may 
not have re:tlised fully the expectations of those 
who assisted to pass it, it hns done good, and it 
would be foolish for us to take it off our Statute­
book. For these reasons I shall give my vote 
against the resolution, though I shall be sorry 
to do so, because I sympathise with the earnest­
ness with which the hon. member for South 
Brisbane has advocated it. 

Mr. JORDAN, in reply, said : Mr. Speaker,­
! will detain the House only for a few minutes. 
The hon. member for Cook does not believe that 
a single case of injury or wrong perpetrated in 
the carrying out of these Acts, in this colony, at 
all events, c>tn be substantiated. In reference to 
the case quoted by my hon. friend and colleague, 
he sttid he knew that the statements were not 
true; and that compels me to read what I 
should not have read otherwise. 

Mr. T. CAMP BELL : I did not say "not 
true"; I said it was not substantiated when the 
g-entleman who made the a"sertion was mtlled 
upon to rlo so. 

Mr .• JORDAN: I will read a case, which is 
given on testimony that is unquestionable, and 
which does not come from London, Dover, or 
Plymouth, bnt from Brisbane. It is this :-

"In September, 1882. one of the city missionaries henrrt 
that a young woman- whosP parents he knew, and 
whose father was at Herberton- was suunnoned to 
a.ppear at tho Police Court the following day, to answer 
the charge of being !t prostitute. On making inqniry, 
he found that another young woman was snmmoned 
to appear at the same time on a similar chargr. The 
young women were about eighteen yeaa.s of age. 
Having suspicion for some time that the Acts were 
unjust and oppressive, he resolved to watch the cases, 
and, in order to do so mol'e effectively, he engaged 
a solicitor to attend the trial. Botll these girls bad 
been as1.:ed to sign a paper--called the "Voluntary Sub­
mission Paper"-heforc they knew its nature, and they 
were told it would save them further trouble if they 
signed. This is a paper in which a. woman agrees to a 

regular medical examination, and which Yirtnally regis­
ter~ her as a common prostitute. The procedure at the 
trial of these young 'vomen was ns follows :-The 
aceused was called into conrt awl gnve her mt.me" 'l'he 
evidence of the constable---who i:;; the inRpBctor under 
thc:se Aets-was taken. 'l'hc next evidence was given 
by a member of the detective police, the previous 
witness putting the questions and acting as pro­
secutor. All the rest of the evidence was furnished 
by well-known prostitutes, 'vho were ]JUt through 
the form of taking oath to swear away, as it 
might happen, the character of an innocent girl. 
Some of the evidence refiectc!l st.ron~ly against the 
aeeuse1l, but lJy the cross-examination by the counsel a 
very ditl'creut construction was put upon the ease. 
For instance, a _prostitute was giving evidenct'' She 
said that a man eame to her house, !md asked if 1he 
accused liven near, and also reque~ted 1he witne-ss to 
ask her to come out to meet him. This looked suspi­
cions; but in answer to the solicitor's question, witness 
s:till the acn1secl refused to emne out at, such request. 
Both these girls were acquitted, although at least twenty 
(201 pro~titutes were in the precinetl'l of the cuurt during 
the trial, and a number of them gave evitlence. The 
gentlen an who tool\: up this ca1-e ha.s nlways felt assured 
that if they had appeared without any counsel they 
would have lJeen sent on for examination, and that 
there is scarcelv a doubt but the,· would have been 
ruined in reput.:ltion thereby. As it~ was, they suffered 
a ,great deal from having appeared h1 court; aud. 
hnd they been strangers and friendle:;;s-in:;;t,ead or 
having homes and relatives-their downfall was almost 
certain." 

This statement was published by the Social 
Pmity :Society. In answer to the hon. member" 
for \Vide Bay, who spoke about some member of 
the Social Purity Society employing girls at 
wretched pay, thereby to a certain extent 
assisting in the ruin of some of those poor 
creatures, I can only say that his remarks 
were entirely uncalled for, and that I do 
not think he can mention a member of the 
society who employs those girls at wretched 
pay. I may stty, however, that the good 
Bishop of Brisbane is one of the principal 
movers in this movement ; and that, I think, 
speaks volumes. I know how difficult it is to 
fight against such an opponent as the Premier ; 
and I asked that hon. gentleman not to fight 
against me in this case, because I knew that if he 
did it would damage my case very much. But 
the evidence he adduced was chiefly taken 
from the spe~ches of those gentlemen who 
spoke against :\:fr. st~wsfeld's motion, on 
which occasion their figures were disproved 
so fully and completely by Mr. Stansfeld, 
that the House of Commons carried the motion 
by a large majority, after listening to those 
false statistics which were f[UOted by the Premier 
to-night. I say false statistics, because Mr. 
Stansfeld proved them to be false. They in­
sisted on taking all cases of venereal disorder, 
whereas the onl.r cases with which they have 
anything to do is the constitutional disease 
of syphilis; and Mr. Stansfelcl showed dis­
tinctly that, even taking the figures given 
as far as syphilis was concerned, they 
showed that only 0·15 per 1,000 of the cases 
sent to the hospitals were cases of constitu­
tional disease. The Premier attached much 
importance to the long statements made by 
Miss vVebb. I have read enough of that case to 
make me feel great want of confidence in what 
Miss vV ebb has said. I will now read a short 
extract from the evidence of a lady for a long 
time em]Jloyed in one of these institutions. 
'!.'he Premier does not think this process, 
which I have been obliged with great pain 
to describe, is hardening, or that it has the 
effect of contirming these women in their 
evil ways; but thttt is not the opinion of this 
lady, who was matron of the Royal Albert Hos­
pital lock-wards when they were first established 
under the voluntary system of treating diseased 
women, and subsequently under the various 
stages of the Contagious Diseases Acts from 
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1864 to 1871. She g:we evidence before the 
Royal Cmnmi:-;sion to the following effect :-

" 'rhat ~L great number of women, of all ages, had 
been llllflcr her ehari!C. and the same women frr(gwntly 
reLurned. For three year~. before the appointment of n 
chaplain, and nnrler the volunt;try %ystcm and the first 
Act, she h:td the Pntiro mon1l and spiritual charge of the 
women. :She thou~ht that a very small portion are 
permanently reelaimccl, and that the girls who 
comP. into the lw~pital have much deteriorated by 
the~e Acts since she became matron-that is, ~incc 
1H6:). 'rhe forced examination and all ('Onnected 
with that 8yst,em greatly harrlen them. ~he de.:cribed 
scenes of a most di;.;;graccful eh~Lracter visible from the 
hosvital wiwlmv~. low and riotous proceedings in a 
crowd around the inspecting-room. and fim;h girls 
brought up in ca,rriages by gentlemen, who wait for 
them till they come out, certiticcl as healthY. r_rhe number 
reclaimed m1cler the Acts is very much lesS in proportion 
tha.n it was under the voluntary systelll." 
I adduce thie lady's evidence ag-ainst the 
evidence of 11iss Webb, which has been quoted 
to-night. 

"She contirmed the te.,timony of others as to the 
CX£Lggerations of the police reports~not intentionally 
on their pnrt, bnt misled bv the fact that some "·omen 
are set down as reformed V unn.r times over, and have 
been recorded as sepnrate cases. and tnc fact ha~ been 
that they have not been reformed at all. She confirmed 
di'5tinctly the prPvalence of the conviction among the 
women that the:r art~ liconRecl hy the State, and she has 
often lwarct them call themselves 'Queen's women.'" 
Now I shall not det>tin the Honse any longer. I 
have to thank hon. members very much indeed 
for the patient way in which they have listened to 
what I have said, and also for the very full dis­
cussion which has ensued upon the subject. I 
think the way in which the question has been 
treated is certainly very honourable to thi:-; 
House. I am very pleased indeed to have had 
so much forbearance shown to me personally. 

Mr. P AL:\IER said : I shall be very brief 
in what I have to say on this question. I wish 
ju::;t to give rny reason for voting against the 
motion. I was thoroug-hly convinced by the 
forcible, sensible, and '"rg-nmentati ve speech 
delivered by the Pn'mier this evening- that it is 
necessary for the welfare of the colony and of 
the towns in jXtrticnhtr that the Act against 
which the resolution i:-; aimed shonld be retained 
on the Statute-book. From reading the pamph­
let' published on this subject, I had a sort of 
illea-a sentimental one, perhaps-that I mig-ht 
give it my support, but I determined to wait 
until I hemd the other side of the <Jnestion 
before rnakiug up rny rnintl, a~ I believe that i~ 
alway:-; the hest conrso to follow. I am now con­
vinced that the statute should not be repealerl, 
nnd that is the reason I intend to vote a,gninst 
the motion. 

Question put, and the Honse divided:­
An:s, 15. 

)fessrs. Rutledge, 1\iiles, Sheridan, Fl'aser, Buckla.nd, 
l~rooko~. Aland, :\1ellor, ,Jordan, 'Yhite, Smyth, Grimes, 
Annem·, Salkcld, and Jlacfarlanc. 

Kat::-;, 15. 
):Iessr:". ~m·ton, Archer, Griffith, Dickson, Dutton, 

l!Iacdouald-Pater~:iOl1, rr. Ca.mpbell, }!c\YhannelL Lalor, 
Bailey, Pal mer, Blacl..:, Ferguson, Lissner, and Stevens. 

The SPEAKER: The votes being- equal, it 
will be my duty to g-ive the casting vote ; and 
regarding the question as one which if carried 
will be left open for further consideration, I 
give my vote with the" Ayes." The question is 
therefore resvlved in the affirmative. 

BUXDABKRG GAS AKD COI<E COM­
PANY BILL. 

::VIr. MACDON.',LU-P.,',TEHSON brought 
up the report of the Select Committee on the 
Bnndaberg Gas and Coke Company Bill, to­
gether with the minutes of evidence and pro­
ceeding-s of the Cmmuittee, and moved that the 
papers be printed. 

Question put and passed. 

On the motion of Mr. l\IACDOKALD­
PATE!.\SON, the second readmg- of the Bill 
was made an Order of the Day for Friday, 5th 
December. 

The House adjourne<l at lmlf-past 10 o'clock. 




