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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Thm·sday, 20 Novemlm·, 1884. 

Railway from Dalhy to St. Georgc.-Annexation of Xew 
Guinea.--~~ornwl.:\Iotion.-Lithographs of Railw~ys. 
- Suppl~'-resnmption of eonunittee. -I)arliarnen~ 
tary Buildings Committee.-Adjournment. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

RAILWAY FROM DALBY TO 
ST. GEORGE. 

JIIIr. ,JESSOP said he wished to move a motion, 
without notice, with reference to a petition re
ceived by the Minister for Works tha.t clay. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member can only 
make a motion without notice with the consent 
of the House. Does the House consent to the 
hon. member making the motiun without notice? 

The PRKMIER (Hon. S. W. Griffith): What 
is the motion ? 

The SPEAKER : The hon. member had 
better read his motion. 

Mr. JESSOP : I wish to move that a copy 
of the petition received by the hon. Minister 
for \V arks from certain residents of Dalby and 
St. George and the district, relative to the c•m
struction of a railway between Dalby and St. 
Georg·e, be laid on the table of the House. 

The MI:NISTKR FOR WOllKS (Hon. W. 
Miles) : I will lay the petition on the table without 
any motion. There is no necessity for a motion. 

AKNEXATIOX OF NEW GUINEA. 
The PRRi\IIER: Mr. Speaker,-Before you 

proceed to discover the formal business, I rise 
to inform the House that a message has been 
receiveu from Lnr<l Derby by His Excellency the 
Governor, to the effect that, after full considera
tion of the replies from the Australllsian Govern
ments respecting the proposed increased contri
bution towards the expenses of Her :Majesty's 
jurisdiction in New Guinea, and rePlpecting the 
appointment of a council of advice, Her 
:Yiajesty's Government propose to leave these 
questions for the consi<lemtion of the Austra
lasian Govern1nents \vith the specinJ cmnmis .. 
sioner on his arrivto!, 
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The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: Does 
this communication come direct from Lord Derby 
to the Premier? 

The PREMIEll : No ; I think I said it came 
through the Governor. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciL \VRAITH : Through 
our Gov-ernor direct? 

The PREMIER: No; the communication 
has Leen received in the san1e manner aH other 
communications lately, through the Governor of 
New South \Vales. 

The HoN. Sm T. ~fciLWHAITH: I think it 
is thne, now that the annexation of :New Guinea, 
so called, has taken place, that we had a debate 
upon the matter in this HousE'; 'mrl on Tuesday 
or \Vednesday next, if it will suit the Govern
ment-and it will not take long-I ''ill draw the 
attention of the Honse to the jJOsition of affairs 
so fnr as we in (iueensland are concerned. 

FOICvL\L J\IOTIOX. 
The following formal motion was agreed to :
By the Hox. Sm T. 1lciLWHAITH-
1.'hat thrre be laid ll]Hlll the table of the IIonse a11 

corre~pondcnce connected with, and cvit1euee taken in· 
the ease of !:ihooting blacl.;:~ at Talllbo. referred to lJy the 
Jfononrable the .Jiini::;ter for IJttn<ls in llis svcech of the 
19th instant. 

LITHOGRAPHS OF RAILWAYS. 
The HoN. SIR T. MciLWRAITH said: Mr. 

Speaker,-Before the Order' of the Day are 
called, I wish to ask the Premier if he can 
inform the House when the lithographs of the 
plans of the proposed railwttys will be distributed 
amongst hon. rr1e1nbcrs "? 

The PllE~HEH: Instrnctione were given 
this rnorning for their preparation, and they 
will probably be ready in about a week. I had 
hoped they would be re:tdy sooner. 

The HoN. Sm T. M oiL WRAITH: Conld 
they not be ready by Tuesday next if the 
Premier would kindly hurry them as much as 
possible? 

The PREMIER: They will be ready if pos
sible. 

SUPPLY-RESUMPTION OF COM
MITTEE. 

On the motion of the COLONIAL TREA
SUREH (Hon. J. R. Dickson), that the Speaker 
leave the chair, and the House resolve itself into 
a Committee of Supply-

Mr. P AL~IER s>tid : Do I understand the 
Colonial Secretary to say that there will be a 
debate upon the New Guinea question next 
week? I had intended to refer to a telegram 
that appeared in this morning's Courie1· relative 
to the negotiations that were proceeding between 
the French and German Governments and Lord 
Derby ; but if there is to be a discussion next 
week I will wait. 

The PRBJ\HER : The leader of the Opposi
tion intimntPd that he intended to call attention 
to the matter on Tuesday or \V eflnesday next. 
If the hon. member for Burke referred to the 
subject now I could give him no additional 
information whatever, a• I know only what he 
kno\vs. 

Question put and passed. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY, in moving 
that £21,983 be voted for services connected with 
the Insane, sttid that the first item of £400 was 
six months' salary for an inspector. \Vhen the 
Estimates were prepared it was proposed to 
appoint an inspector at £800 a year, but it wns, 
after further consideration, considered unneces· 
sary to make the appointment durin~ the present 
financial year. Therefore he proposed to ~,ppoint 
t)le present Superir.te!lde11t of the A~ylum 11t 

Gondna to act as Inspector of the Insane, at any 
rate for the present. That was the armngement 
canied ont in New South vV ales when a similar 
law was passed, until it became necessary to 
appoint a separate officer. 'l'he next item of £175 
was for six months' salary to the Curator in 
Insnnity, being at the rate of £350 a year. It 
was considered that the duties of Curator of Intes
tate Estates and Curator in Insanity could be 
performed by the same officer. The duties were 
entirely analogous, be in~ the protection of estates 
of persons which were left unprotected. With the 
assistance of a olerk the whole of the work could 
very well be done by one offocer. The clerk was 
to receive' £200 a year. \Yith respect to the vote 
for Gnodna, thel'e were scarcely any changes, 
and what there were were very small ones, and 
he need not point them out. 

The Ho;,. Sm T. MciL WRAITH said he 
presumeu that that £775 represented the sum 
that was required to put the new Insanity 
Act into operation. There was a foot-note (et) 
which showed that the Curator in Insanity was 
also Curator of Intestato :EstateF<. \V ere they, 
he would ask, going to revert to the old system? 
Perhaps the hon. gentleman would say who was 
the Cnmtor of Intestate Estate,? 

The COLOXIAL SECRETARY said the 
present Curator was J\lr. Darvall, who we~s also 
Inspector of Dbtilleries. 

The HoN. Sm T. J\llciL WHAITH said that 
gentleman was then to hold the offices of Curator 
of lntestn,te J<:sttttes, Curator in Insanity, and 
Inspector of Distillm·ies. 

'l'he COLO:\'IAL SECRETARY said that it 
was a new vote~, and it was thol1ght de::iirable to 
give hon. rnmnbers every information. It ·was 
the intention of the Government to appoint one 
officer :tt a salary of £700 a year to perform the 
united offices of Curator of Intestate Estates and 
Cum tor in Insanity. It would have appeared 
strange if they had put down a Curator in ln
st>nity at a salary of £:3GO a year. 

The Ho:<r. Sm T. MciL\VllAITH asked why 
the salary of the Superintendent at Sandy Ualop 
had been reduced? 

The COLO:\'IAL SECRETAHY said the 
Superintendent at Scwdy Galop had been pro
motetl to a better t~ppointment at Goodna, and 
one of the warders at Sandy Galop had been 
promoted, but did not receive the full salary of 
his predecessor. 

The Ho;,. Sm T. J\IoiLWRAITH asked if it 
was anticipaterl that as much as £1,000 would 
be required to lJring the new Act into operation ? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he 
hoped not. It wets difficult to frame the first 
estimate, bnt :tfter the first six months they 
woultl be able to see pretty well what the 
expenditure was likely to be, and they would 
be 'l"nided by tlmt to a great extent next yenr. 

Question put and passed. 

The COLONIAL SECRET AHY moved that 
the sunt of £2,110 be granted for Reception 
Houses. .L\t Brinbane, two \Varders, who had 
been a long time in the service, each received a 
rise of £10, and the matron got a rise of £20. 
At J\faryborough, a nurse had been appointed at 
£39 ; and at Rockhampton, the matron got an 
incrense of £20, and an extra nurse had been 
appointed at £39. There was also an increase in 
the incidentals. 

Question put and passed. 

The COLOXIAL SECRETARY moved that 
the sum of £2G,fJ2:) be granted for the Colonial 
Stores. The only changes were, first, that a 
clerk got an increase of £20 a year, and the 
rnm.;senger's salary was rai.sed from £7 a rnont4 
to £100 f\ ye11r. There was al8o an incr~;>.~e at 
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£2,000 for contingencies, which was caused by 
the increased number of police and inmates of 
asylums. 

Mr. MACFARLANE said there was an item 
in contingencies which he would draw attention 
to--the clothes and stores for asylums and 
gaols. It was very well known that there 
was in the colony an industry called the Queens
land vVoollen Manubcturing Company. As one 
interested in the succe'S of that company, he 
had waited on three different Colonial Secretaries 
with a view of seeing if it v;as not possible for 
the Government to give part of their orders to the 
colonial company. The first Colonial Secretary 
who was waited on was the Hon. J. Douglas. 
He (Mr. :Macfarlane) and those with him 'vere 
received with great urbanity and good feeling, 
and Mr. Douglas promised to do the best he 
could for the company, but nothing had been 
done. He then waited on the present le:cder of 
the Opposition, Sir Thomas ::\Icilwraith, and was 
also received well by him. He promised to do all 
he could to further the interests of the company, 
and recommended the Colonial Storekeeper to 
make purchases from the company ; but that 
pron1ise came to nothing, or next to nothing. 
He had then waited on the preoent Colonial 
Secretary, and was also very well received by him, 
and he prmnised to bring the n1atter forwa,rd ; 
but up to the present so little had been done that 
he had come to the conclusion that the Colonbl 
Storekeeper was master of the situation, as far 
as not patronising the company was concerned. 
He (Mr. Macfarlane) maintained that the goods 
manufactured by the Ipswich company were 
better than those bought by the Government at 
the present time. The goods were made of 
pure wool ; he had tested them himself, and they 
were better than· the English goods for which a 
higher price was paid. It depended entirely 
upon the good-will of the Colonial Storekeeper 
whether he made purchases with the company, 
and his experience of the quality of goods could 
not be very great if he preferred shoddy-made 
articles rather than goods made of pure wool. 
He (Mr. Macfarlane) knew that the colonial
made article was better and purer than the 
English goods ; and why there was a pre
judice against it he did not know. The Colo
nial Storekeeper had said that if the company 
could provide what was known as indigo-blue 
cloth he would give orders for some, and the 
company had gone to the expense of purchasing 
machinery to the value of £1,000 to meet the 
demand, yet, when the cloth was turned 
out and supplied to the Colonial Stores, it 
was returned on the plea that it was not dyed 
with an indigo bottom. It was apparent that 
there was a hitch somewhere, bec·ctuse the General 
Superintendent of the Store Department was 
against the company. As a purcha,ser for the 
Government, that gentleman ought to have the 
nece,;sary lmowledf(e to know whether a piece of 
cloth was indigo blue dyed or whether it was only 
part wool, and whether the material was of a goorl 
quality. The gentleman did not appear to have 
that experience or knowledge, and therefore he 
chose a shoddy article, and left unpurchased goods 
which it would be most advantageous to the Gov
ernment to uHe. There were aRylurn.-;, gn.ols-
institutions at St. Helena and Dunwich-besides 
the Police Force and the volunteers ; in fact there 
must be actually enough goods bought by the Gov
ernment to keep a mill twice the size of the one 
at Ipswich going. He could see that all that in
formation was new to the Colonial Secretary, and 
pe hoped that, ha\'ing called attention to the 
matter, a chano;e would be made. 

'·The COLONIAL s_ECRETARY s~id he did 
ygt ·remember the hon. member ca,llmg upon 
phil qn 'th~ ~l!bject, }t must hn.ve been a good 
w!]l!e ag-o. ' 

' . '".). 

Mr. MACF AHLANE : About six months 
ago. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he 
desired to encourage the establishmen~ of suc
cessful industries in the colony; and 1t would 
be a good thing if, instead of m;e, there were a 
dozen such mills as that at IpswiCh. 

The HoN. Sm T. MoiLWHAITH said he 
did not thin!< the case wtts ai\ the hon. member 
for Ipswich had put it. His sympathies w~re 
entirely towards the establishment o~ those _n~
dustries, and whatever could be done m a legiti
mate wa:v to help them onght to J;>e clone. If any 
bnsiness arrangement could poss1bly be made by 
which the cloths used in the Government de
partments could be made here, he t!wught it 
ought to be done. That had ?een h1s obJect; 
he did everything he poss1bly could for 
the Ip,wich Company; but the fact was, 
the fault was on the part of the company. He 
was persuaded that, from the price of wool he:e 
and the price at which labour could be got m 
Ipswich and at other places, far better cloths 
oug·ht to he made in the colony than could be 
bought at home. But, as he had said, the fault 
lay with the company itself. vVhen ~e sa10 that, 
he was sveaking to some extent aga.1nst lnmself, 
because he was a shareholder in the company, 
though not r1 large one. He re1nem ber:d the hon. 
rnernber bringing the rnatter. before hnn, and .an 
order was given for a ccrtam amount of poll~e 
clothing; but when he saw -~he colour of 1t 
he could see at once that the Government were 
not getting a good bargain, and his decision was 
agaim3t the curnpany. That, therefore, was the 
fault of the company. If they would prod nee an 
article that he was sure they were cavahle of 
producing, he had no do:'bt tl;e Government 
would buy it. He was qmte satisfied that both 
the last and the present Governme:'t had every 
disposition to assist the company 1f they c01;ld 
produce a good article, and that they w_ould g1 ve 
a preference to the locally produced a':tlCle, even 
considering the price. The pruper thmg for the 
company to do was to look to the real wants of the 
Governinent, and endeavour to meet them. He had 
always found the colonial tweeds last a great 
deal longer than the tweeds made in Scotland
there was no comparison in the wear of. the two 
articles-but there was a great deal of difference 
in the· art or design, and in the way they .were 
finished; and it was well known that the ta1lors 
were always opposed to showing a customer 
colouial goods. He believed the Government 
were willing to help the company, and that the 
fault, so far, ought not to be put on the shoulders 
of the Government Storekeeper at all. 

Mr. HORWITZ said that neither the last nor 
previous Governments had encouraged the com
pany a5 they ought to have done; but he hoped 
the present Government would buy all the _cloths 
that the company could make. He cons1dered 
that colonial-made goods oug·ht to be bought 
before incported goods. 

Mr. SCOTT 'aid he thought it was hardly 
fair for the hon. m em her for Ipswich to attach 
all the blame to the Colonial Storekeeper. He 
had accused that officer of being ignorant, 
prejudiced, and unfit for his posi~ion; tl_1at 
was not at all fair. The only 11lustratwn 
he brought forward was with regard to some 
blue cloth, which he himself acknowledged 
was not up to the mark, and not what was 
wanted. To accuse the Storekeeper of not 
doing his duty, because he refused to t!'ke that 
cloth, and to say thf>t, therefore_, he was 1gnorant 
and incompetent, was not fa1r, and was not 
the way to push the trade of the company, 
The Storekeeper was a good man ; he had done 
his duty to the colony for many years, aT1d D\3 
qught not to be trefltec\ ln tl111t way. 
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Mr. MACF ARLANE said the hon. member 
had mistaken what he said. He did not say 
that the Storekeeper was not fit for his place. 
He believed that his knowledge--

N[r, SC01'T: You said'' want of knowledge." 
Yir. MACF ARLANE said he knew the man, 

and he was not an ignorant n1an. He was a 
man whom he {Mr. Macfarlane) highly respected. 
What he said was that his knowledge of manu
factured goods was deficient, because he pref.,rred 
the imported shoddy goods to local goods made 
from pure wool. He admitted speaking of the 
cloth nsed by the police-that was indigo bottom 
dyed blue-and he said that that particular article, 
as marle at Ipswich, was not equal to the English 
goods. But at present the company did not 
expect to make such a good article, so far as blue 
was concerned; but they could make other goods, 
such as were v;rorn at \Voogaroo and .Dunwich, 
better than those that were imported; and he 
thought they ought to be encouraged, therefore, to 
pror!uce that class of goods. 

The COLOXIAL SECRETARY said he did 
not know whether the company had ever tendered 
for supplying cloth to the Government-he 
did not remember their doing so-but if they 
would state the kind of goods they could produce 
and the pric~, he should be glad to give every 
encouragement to the establishment of the in
dustry on a sure basb. 

Mr. SMYTH said he wished to draw attention 
to the item of £120 for the salary of one of the 
clerks. The clerk put down for that salary was 
a person who at one time was in the employ of 
the Uovermnent as an engine-fitter, or in some 
such capacity, on the milway works; and he was 
also a volunteer. Bv some mischance he had 
both hands blown away in the discharge of his 
duties. At the present time he was engaged in 
the Government Stores, and he (:Mr. Smyth) had 
had an opportunity of inspecting his handwriting, 
which was very creditable indeed. He could also 
keep accounts well. At the time he lost his 
hands he was getting about £3 10s. a week, and 
that was twelve years ago. Nearly all the others 
who h!td been working in the department at 
the same time with him had progressed in the 
service, or had succeeded well on their own 
account; and it was hard that a man who had 
been maimed in the execution of his duty, and 
who was deserving of all the more consideration, 
as he had served the country as a volunteer, 
should now be getting less than £2 10s. a week. 
It was not sufficient for a nmn with a family, 
who had to keep up a respectable appearance. 
If he did his duties faithfully and well, he should 
have a salary equal to that of the second store
keeper, whose place he frequently filled. 

'l'he COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
circumskwces of the case had not been fully 
brought under his notice. The clerk in ques
tion had been revresented as a deserving 
ofi-ieer, and recornn1ended for an increase, 
and the usual increase allowed on a salary 
of £100 was put on the .Estimates-£20. Had 
he had all the circumstances before him, he 
should have recommended a larger increase, as 
he should probably do at the next opportunity. 

Mr ISAMBEHT said he thought that if a 
man was disabled in the Government service he 
should have a pension to match with his salary, 
so that there would be a certainty for him to fall 
back on if he became unable to earn his salary. 
He thought this officer should be put down for a 
salary of not less than £150. 

Mr. MACFARLAN.Esaid that he had known 
that person very well before he lost his hands. 
He wrote very well indeed now-better, he be
lieved, than before the accident. He did not 
think th,tt because a man had to write with 

wooden hands he should receive a smaller salary 
than others, provided he did his work as well 
as they did. He should like to see the salary 
increased to £150. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL SECH.ETARY moved that 

there be granted a sum of £9,765 for salaries and 
contingencies for Gaols. The changes in the esti
mate were not numerous. A junior clerk had been 
found necessary for the Inspector of Prisons ; and 
at Eoma an additional turnkey had had to be 
appointed in conserruence of the increased num
ber of inmates. An increase was proposed to 
the salary of the principal turnkey at Townsville, 
to put him on the same footing as the vrincipal 
turnkey in Brisbane; as the 1mmber of prisoners 
was very large, and the work rruite as great, if 
not greater, than in the Brisbane Gaol, while the 
cost of liYing at Towns\'ille was higher. An 
additional turnkey had been appointed for the 
sarne reason. 

Mr. P ALM.ER said he remembered that last 
year the hon. member for llockhampton (Mr. 
]'erguson) had made an astonishing statement 
about the gaol in that town, which had then 
been finished five or six years, hut had never 
been used, while the old gaol was being proppell 
up to keep it in position. Had anything further 
been done yet '? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said that 
the gaol was at last inhabited-during the last 
few months. 

Mr. BLACK said he noticed that the Inspector 
of Prisons was also Sheriff. He found by the Blue 
Book that the Sheriff of Queensland had a salary 
of £700. He would like to know whether th>tt 
was in :<cldition to the £100 he received as 
In&pector of Prisons. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes, of 
course. 

Mr. BLACK said that £800 seemed an exces
sive salary for the work done by the Sheriff. He 
noticed throughout the whole of the Estimates for 
the present year a tendency to increase. salaries. 
He did not know whether that was '111 mcrease, 
but he thought that where the Government con
sidered it necm;sary, under cert:tin circuinstances, 
to increase some salaries, they should also take 
into consideration the necessity for decreasing 
others, where the work clone was more than 
sufficiently compensated. He thought .£800 a 
year was an unreasonable remuneration for the 
work of the Sheriff, and that officer might very 
well be Inspector of Prisons without any addi
tional compensation. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
Sheriff had a! ways been on the same foot
ing as the under secretaries, and had received 
the same pay ; and when an officer was 
appointed to the position he accepted it on 
that understanding. The present Sheriff had 
held the office for fifteen years or more, and 
it would certainly be a very sinf.iular prin
ciple to introduce into the :Estimates, to 
reduce the salaries of officers of that standing, 
who had been receiving the same salaries for 
n1any years, unlesR there was a general reduction. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said that if 
it was a very bad principle to reduce the salaries 
of old officers, why did the Government do so 
in the case of the Registrar-General, whose 
salary was reduced by £30, without any reason 
being given by the Premier at all? There was 
exactly the same reason for reducing the salary 
referred to as for reducing that of the Registrar
General. But he did not believe in reducing the 
salaries of old officers unless for some special 
reason, and that was why he took such strong 
objections to the reduction of the sahtry of the 
Registrar-General. 
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1\tr. BLACK said he was always willin;:: to 
accept a reasonable explanation. But that the 
Prernier'R explanation was a gnod one he did 
not consider was borne out by the action of the 
Government. He looked at the Estimates, and 
found there many Cl1sos where there had been a 
reduction of salaries. He did not know whether 
it was because the gentlemen in those oases were 
not so high in tbe favour of the Government 
that their salaries had been reduced. But, as a 
matter of fact, they would find reductions all 
through the Estimates. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: "Where? 
Mr. BLACK said it was hardly necessary to 

refer to one; but Rockhampton was a case in 
point of reduction. The Police Magistrate of 
Thursday Island had received £800; he now got 
£725. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Where 
does that come in? 

Mr. BLACK : There was the Clerk of Petty 
Sessions at Toowoomba : he received £526, and 
now only got £360. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Oh, non
sense ! 

Jliir. BLACK: It was in the I<:stimates. Again, 
the Clerk of Petty Ses'lious at Townsville got 
£400 ; he formerly received £608. 

The COLOKIAL SECRETAHY: Konsense ! 

. Mr. BL.\.CK : Then the Colonial Secretary 
d1d not schedule what the officers were really 
getting? He (:Yir. Black) only "poke from wha't 
he saw in the Estimates. He held that the 
principle of reduction had been carried out in 
other Governinent offices in innu1nerable cases. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he 
could not give any reason for the reductions 
referred to, for the simple reason that they had 
not been made. It was explained about five 
time~ on Tuesday evening, in answer to questions 
from the hon. member himself ; and the hon. 
member had expressed himself satisfied. 

Question put and passed. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved that 
the sum of £0,840 be voted for the Penal l~stab
lishment at t:lt. Helena. The chief warder had 
been put down for an increase of from £200 to 
£220, lmt since the Estimates had been prepared 
a change had been made, and that officer had 
been transferred to Goodna. The present 
chief warder had been nppointecl at the olcl 
salary of £200, so that he did not propose now to 
make the increase. Three additional warders 
had been appointed at lower rates. 

Mr. ARCHER: \Vho is chief warder now? 
The COLONIAL S.ECHETARY: Mr. 

Hamilton ; he used to be at Goodna. 
The HoN. Sm T. MuiLWHAITH ashd how 

it was that they wnnted so many warders down 
at t:lt. Helena? 'l'he last time he was there, 
there was a want of prisoners. Had they in
creased so much 5inoe the present Government 
had been in power ? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said that 
when he was there, about three weeks after the 
hon. gentlmnan went out of office, the gaol was 
so full that there was scarcely room to put all the 
prisoners in. 

The Hox. Sm T. MolL WRAITH What ! 
At St. Helena? Oh, nonsense ! 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes; but 
he found that the new building was occupied 
immediately afterwards. Certainly he did not 
know bow it could have been empty when the 
honourable gentlenutn \Vas there. 

The Ho:-<. S1u T. MciL\VRAITH said he had 
been speakin<; of the accommodation for the 

prisoners at St. Helena when he left office ; and 
there was then accommodation fnr a third more 
prisoners than were in the eetablishment. 

The COLONIAL SEOIU~TARY: That was 
not the case a few weeks afterwards. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved that 

the sum of £2,210 be voted for the Reformatories 
at Lytton and Toowoomba. That was an 
addition of £210 compared with last year, and 
arose from putting down as salaries paid to the 
superintendent and matron, £60 and £'10, which 
had been previously paid from contingencies ; 
and the schoolmaster, whose salary of £110 had 
been hitlwrto paid by the Department of Public 
Instruction. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLOKIAL SECHETARY moved that 

£G,580 be granted for the Benevolent Asylum, 
Dunwich. The two officers there were clown for 
an increase of £25 each, and there was a con
siderable increase in the item for provisions, 
medical comforts, and incidentals. He was sorry 
an increase should be re([uirecl, but it could not 
be helped, unfortunately. The present buildings 
were full to overflowing, and it would be necessary 
to ask for a vote for the erection of additional 
buildings. 

Mr. MIDGLEY said he objected to the out
landish place to which pauper invalids were sent . 
The subject had, he believed, been discussed in 
years gone by ; but, now that the erection of addi
tional buildings was contemplated, the Govern
ment might take into consideration the expediency 
of shifting the place from the island where it was 
now situated. 'l'he men and women sent to 
Dunwich were people who had been simply un
fortunate, who had grown old and infirm, and 
against whose characters there was nothing to 
be said ; and yet they were treated considerably 
worse in some respects than the inhabitants of 
St. Helena. It was his disposition to visit Dun
wich occasionally to see how the poor people there 
were treated, to talk with them and cheer 
them up ; but as a matter of fact, during 
all the time he had been in Queensland he 
had only been there once, and that was to see 
a young man-a German-·who had been a short 
time in his service, but who fell sick aml was sent 
to Dunwich, where he ultimately died. Had that 
young fellow been sent to a place that was more 
get-at-able he should have felt it his duty 
to see him every week, and do little things 
for his especial comfort. That was only one 
instance out of many of a similar kind. The 
people at St. Helena were much nearer ci vilisa
tion than the poor old unfortunates at Dunwich. 
One reason why the asylum should be removed 
was that greater facilities should be given to the 
people of the colony to visit the establishment, 
and see to the comfort of the inmates in their 
declining days ; and another was that greater 
facilities should be given for clerical visitation. 
:More frerruent religious services would be accept
able to many of the inmates, who were now 
entirely dependent, in that respect, upon casual 
visitors. Again, if the asylum were on the 
mainland, the friends of the inmates might 
occasionally give them a few shillings which 
they might desire to spend in an evening's 
entertainment. At present they had no comforts 
or enjoyments, except the food and shelter pro
vided for them by the country. People, when 
old and feeble, ought to look forward to the 
possibility of something better. Many of the 
inmates at Dnnwich harl been pioneers in the 
colony, , aml had worked there for ye>trs, and 
they must feel the isolation of the plnce. He 
protested ag,<inst the continuation of the insti
tution in the outlandish spot where it was now 
located. 
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Mr. SMY'l'H said he had visited the institu
tion a short time ago, and what he saw led him 
to the conclusion that there was great room for 
improvement. The buildings were scattered, 
and in wet weather the poor, helpless people 
had to tramp through the rain to the place 
where they got their meals. The Government 
should erect better buildings in closer contiguity. 
He had read the report of the Select Committee 
issued by the Upper House, and some of the 
evidence was worth taking notice of. The 
meat used there was of the very poorest descrip
tion-the sheep being like lanterns, running 
from 22 lb:;. to 25 lbs. each. There seemed no 
occasion to keep sheep there to starve, when 
there was so much splendid mutton in Brisbane, 
with a steamer to carrY it down once a week. 
Then, again, the bread was by no means what it 
should be. In short, the poor inmates were not 
taken car& of as they ought to be. In looking 
through the list of names, he found there was only 
one inmate from Gympie-a man named Ker
mode, sixty-four years of age. Kermodo't; family 
were now living at Gympie, pretty well-to-do
earning good n1incrs' \Vages-while the father 
was existing on the charity of the people of 
Queensland. Such a thing seemed di.<graceful ; 
it was a case into which the Colonht! Secretary 
might well <'Jtuse an inquiry to be made. Those 
people ought certainly to be made to pay for the 
support of their parent. 

The COLO:r\IAL SECHETARY said he 
thought that Dunwich was a very suitable place 
indeed for a benevolent asylum. If nNtr a 
centre of population, it would simply become a 
kind of hotel where people could go in or out 
as they felt inclined. That was not the case at 
Dunwich, to any great extent. Shortly after he 
assumed charge of the Colonial Secretary's 
Office he came to the conclusion that there 
was a great de2J that was \Vrong in their 
system of dealing with those people. There 
was no law at all regulating them, or any 
pm;ver to n1ake regulations or enforce any disci
pline, or any power to make relatives contribute 
to the support of the inmates if they were in a 
position to do so. All those things were wanting, 
and could only be done by legislation. Although 
he was aware of the importance of dealing with 
the matter, he neither had the time to frame a 
scheme nor sufficient information upon the sub
ject to approach it properly. In the Insanity 
Bill they had provided for making relatives con
tribute towards the support of the inmates as far 
as poosible, and the same rule ought to be applied 
to the relatives of the inmates of Dunwich. He 
hoped before long to be able to introduce a 
measure dealing with the matter in a practiool 
manner. 

Mr. FEHGUSON said there was a illrge 
increase to contingencies in the vote. He was 
one of the members who visited the institution 
not very long ago, and he met there a man whom 
he knew very well in Hockhampton, and who 
was engaged for a long time in the Railway 
Department there. He there met with an acci
dent, and lost one of his legs in consequence ; but 
otherwise he was a strong healthy m an, and fit 
to perform many duties still. He had made several 
applications to be given some employment in 
the Hail way Department as a gatekeep"er, or one 
of the many other things he was still capable 
of doing ; but he could get none, and was at last 
obliged to apply for admission tu Dunwich. If 
the Government would employ him in some way, 
it woulrl be a gain to the institution. Men 
meeting with such accidents in the service of 
the Government should have the first considera
tion. 

::\Ir. ARCl-mR said he agreed with what had 
fallen from several hon. member, who had ad-

dressed the Committee, that a better place could 
not he selected than Dunwich. ·what would be 
the change if the asy !urn were brought nearer 
town? It would be a workhouse ; and instead 
of living in a place whe1·e there were, at all 
events, green grass and trees about them, the 
inmates would have an English workhouse, and 
be caged in by stone walls. They could not 
have such an institution near a big town ; and 
the argument,; that had been brought forward 
for 1naking a change \Vere the very wort;t that 
could have been made use nf by those who were 
concerned in those who lived at Dunwich. It was 
a melancholy place to go to ; he had been there 
often. It was always melancholy to see a 
number of human beings collected together, 
who were suffering either physically or men
tally. But what would be their position if 
they were brought nearer Brisbane? They 
would be put into a stone barrack and sur
rounded by otone walls, and not be allowed to 
leave without peruiisHion, not even for the 
purpose of attending-as the hon. member for 
11\tssifern had suggested- eveuing Antertain
ments. If they were brought to town they 
would be rleprivecl of the little comfort they 
found :l,t Dunwich~green grasR and green trees. 
As to the other question which had been raised 
by the hon. member for Fassifern, that the 
in1nates were not Yi~ited by rninisters of religion, 
that was entirely the fault of the ministers. 
He could assure the hon. gentleman that if all 
those people down there were Roman Catholics 
they would be visited every week by the 
priests, who were always anxious to do their 
duty. There was no minister in BrisbmlB who 
looked upon it as a matter of necessity to 
visit Dunwich. It was too br away, and too 
much bother. It was simply the effect of the 
slackness on the part of the ministers of religion, 
who would nut put themselves out of the way, 
and the poor inmates must suffer becau"e there 
was no Protestant minister who cared so much 
about the well-being of those people that he 
was willing to put himself to a little discomfort 
to do what the hon. member for Fassifern would 
like to see done. ·whatever they did they 
should not bring those people nearer town. 

Mr. ALA~D said he quite agreed with the 
remarks which had been made in reference to the 
position of that inotitution. He was sure that if 
it were brought nMtrer to town it would be open 
to many abuses ; but he would say a few words 
in defence of the Protestaut ministers, since the 
hon. member for Blackall had been so kind as to 
eulogise the Roman Catholic clergy. There was 
one Protestant minister in Brisbane, the Hev. 
lVIr. Stewart, who occasionally visited Dunwich 
for the purpose of affording religious ministrations 
to the poor people there. No one had a higher 
opinion of the efforts put forth by the Roman 
Catholic clergy for the good of their people than 
he (J\!Ir. Aland) had. They were self-denying in 
their efforts to afford ministerial comforts to those 
placed in their charge. He was aware that 
Dunwich was not occupied solely by Protestants 
-in fact, he kne'v there were a good many 
Roman Catholics on the island. Seeing that was 
the case, perhaps the hon. member for Blackall 
would say whether the Homan Catholic clergy 
were attentive to their dutieo, and visited those 
belonging to them at Dunwich. 

Mr. ARCHEI~ said he really could not tell 
the hon. gentleman, as he had not inquired. 
But he could tell him where he got his opinion 
of them as missionaries. He happened to be in 
the Sandwich Islands when the smallpox was 
about. The Protestant clergy were men with 
wives and families, and he never saw one of 
them visit "oick family. But he never saw one 
of the Roman Catholic priests or misr;ionarie,; 
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who did not perform his duty, even to 
taking off his shirt and giving it to a suf
ferer. That was wlutt gave him eo high an 
opinion of the Roman Catholic missiomtries. 
He thought they set a good example to ministers 
of other denominations. 

Mr. MIDGLEY said the hon. member for 
Blackall had alluded to British workhouses as 
being bare stone buildings co,ged in all round ; 
but he (Mr. Midgley) might say that he 
had seen English workhou::;e::; which were 
po,lo,ces- both as regarded the buildings and 
the snrronnclings- when compared with the 
Benevolent Institution of Dunwich. There 
was a time when the British workhouses were 
out of town, but they had been gmdnally built 
round and become like pri,ons; but that was not 
the kind of workhouses that were being built in 
Great Britain now. He remembered looking 
over one especio,lly, which in every respect, in the 
gardenR and in the agricultura,l surroundings a,nd 
the buildings, was simply a pahtc0 in compari
son with the in,,titution in (tueenslaml. He 
regretted very much tlmt he seemPd to be ttlone 
in the opinion that the vLwe was not suiktble, 
bnthe was in no wayconvincedthat hew as wrong. 
He felt perfectly confident that when " measure 
for a redistribution of seats was brought in, and if 
the inhabitants of Dunwich were allowed the pri l'i
lege of returning a representative to Parliament, 
it would be a blue lookout for the present 
Government. Now, what objection was there to 
an institution of that kind being nearer the 
people than it was? He did not want it in 
Brisbane, or within a few miles of it, but it was 
not the custom to take a workhouse and plant it in 
the Isle of Manor Isle of \Vight, though they were 
very salubrious and very healthy places. Those 
institutions were placed within re"'ch of towns, 
and people who wished to go there and see the 
people aud minister to their comforts had the 
privilege of doing so. No bad results accrued 
from that, and the visitors' day, he knew, was a 
red-letter day for the inmates. 'rhe same objec
tion might hold good of other institutions. They 
might object to the hospit•tl being so near to 
town, yet no evil resulted from that. 'rhe 
people there could be visited by their friends; "'nd 
why men and women shonld be inacceo;sible only 
when they were old and feeble he failed to see. He 
had also alluded to allowing the people the privi
lege of cmning up to concerts smnetilnes. He 
knew that occasionally people went down to 
Dunwich and grtve rt service of song \vhich 
greatly delighted the inmates. He cli<l not want 
them to go to concerts at the cost of the St:1te, 
but they sometimes had a few shillings given to 
them, and could spgnd them in the way 
he had mentioned if they more accessible. 
'Vith regard to being visited by mlms
ters, he was not going to screen from their 
share of blame the Prote8tant ministers. He 
believed more might be done, bnt one reason 
why so little was clone was because the place was 
so far away, and the inhabitants of the place 
were divided into so many denominations that 
what wo,s everybody's busine"" was nobody's 
business ; wheeeas with regard to Ilmnan 
Catholics they were as one, o,nd could be got at 
by one of the ministers who belonged to their 
church. He repeo,ted again that for the advan
tage of the people it would be better if the 
institution were nearer instead of being ahm
lutely isolated as it was at present. 

The Hox. B. B. :VIORETON said he had had 
an opportunity of going down to Dunwich when 
the committee of the Upper House had taken 
evidence, and one thing that struck him wa, the 
way in which males and females were allowed to 
mix together. He had not read the report, but 
he considered it necesoary that some alteration 
should be made. 

The HoN. Sm T. MaiL WitAITH said he 
noticed that the Superintendent and warder had 
each had their salaries raised. Had that been 
on account of the favourable report given by 
the committee? He noticed that the chairman 
of the committee w<ts also the representative of 
the Government in the Upper House at present. 
\Vas it on his recommendation? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the hon. 
gentleman must know that the report had been 
brought up since the Estimates were framed. The 
salarie::> had been rn,ised on account of length of 
service. JHr. Hamilton, the Superintendent, had 
been at Dunwich seventeen years. 'Vith respect 
to the separation of male and female inmates, 
the present armngement was in the highest 
degree unsatisfactory, and if hon. gentlemen 
would look at page ()5 of the Estimates they 
would see that it was proposed to ask for £2,500 
to build a ward for the female patients. The 
present arraugernent was not as it f:lhould be. 

Mr. P ALMEit saicl he noticed by some of the 
el'idence that was given before the committee 
that there appe:1red to be a very loose way of 
admitting patients to the institution. It 
was a pbcc fur the aged and infirm, bnt by 
the evidence it would lJe seen that a great 
ntany per.':>om.:; \Vcre allo,ved to go there 
who either had me:ws themselves or whose 
friends had means. J\Ir. Gray, the Under 
Colonial Secretary, had acknowledged that, 
although he had no official knowledge of such a 
state of things, yet he knew personally that 
inmates were admitted who were well able to 
support themselves and whose friends could 
support them. He thought, if it was poesible to 
make the patients at Goodna pay for their keep, 
the same principle should be applied to the in
mates of Dunwich. He would also suggest that, 
t11king into c:msideration the fact that there were 
between 500 and 600 imnate5 of the institution, 
a resident meclical man should be avpointed to 
look after them. 

Mr. MELLOR said that, in reference to one 
remark made by the hon. member, he understood 
that those who were entitled to remittances did 
not receive the money personally, but that it 
went to the Government. He had been to the 
island, and, as far as he was able to ascertain, 
the veople there were very contentecl. 

Mr. J\IAC:FARLAJ'\E s>~id that, in reference 
to the salary of the Superintendent, he found 
that the gaoler in Brisbane received £375, besides 
£78 for house accmnn1oda,tion, nwJdng o \'er 
£400 ; that was ft>r looking after criminals. The 
Superintendent of the Benevolent Asylum, how
ever, was only paid £300 ; so that it paid far 
better to go in for the rough department than 
for benevolence. He did 1'iot know who the 
Superintendent of the Asylum was, but, from the 
remarks of the Colonial Secretary, he had been 
a long time in the department, and only got 
£300, while persons in inferior positions were 
paid £400. But it was the same thing all 
through the Estimates ; so that it was not new. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL SECHETARY moved that 

£1,810 be granted as salaries and contingencies 
for the schooner "Mavis." The "M avis" had 
taken the place of the " Pearl," which was 
employed at Thursday Island, and had been 
found unsuitable for the trade ; she had, in bet, 
got old and was sold. The "~Iavis" was a great 
improvement on the "Pearl," which, he might 
say, was sold for her full value. The vote for the 
purchase of the "Mavis" would be put on the 
SLlpplementary Estimates. 

Mr. AitCHER :1sked from whom the captain 
took his orders. Did he apply to the Govern
ment, or did he take his directions from the 
Police J\bgibtmte at Thursclay hlancl? 
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The COI.OXIAL S.ECRETAHY ,,tiel he took 
his orders direct from the Police l\lagistrate at 
Thursday Island. 

Mr. BEATTIE said he was g-lc>d to hear that 
the ":\Iavis" answered admirably for the duties 
she had to perform, He thought it would be 
much better for the colony, particularly as the 
large trade through Ton·es Straits was increasing, 
to have a steamer. The expenses would not he 
a great deal 1nore. 'fhere were two or three 
stea1ners cnn1ing out, and he did not know what 
they were intended for, though he believed that 
one was for the pilot service in Moreton Bay, and 
the other to take the place of the " Kate. '' A 
Government steamer at Thursday bland would 
be a great ad vantage, and might be able to 
render valuable assistance, more particularly as 
they \Vere getting into doser cornrnunication with 
Kew Guinea. 

The COLON"IAL SECRETARY said it might 
be necessary before long to have a stenmer at 
Thursday Island. .U present they scarcely knew 
what arrangements \Vere to be made in connec
tion with New Guinea; they would know better 
after a while. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL SECllETARY moved that 

£2,67G be granted for salaries and contingencies 
for the stearner "I(ate." 

Mr. ARCHEH aoked when it was likelY that 
the new steamer to take the place of the '''Kate" 
would arrive. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he had 
just read a letter fron1 the Agent~ General giving 
the latest information. The steamer w~s expected 
to be ready for delivery in about a month from 
the date of the letter, so that she would be 
delivered about a week ago. All the necessary 
arrangen1ents had been n1a.de fur bringing her 
out, and she would, therefore, probably arrive in 
two or three months at the latest. 

The Ho;,. Sm T. JI.IciL\VRAITH said the 
'' Katen \VaH becmning a political institution now; 
so many Cabinet councils being held on board, 
The last Government used to try that ; they 
used to try to hold Cabinet meetings in that 
way, and the result was that there was a 
fair an10unt of Rhonting, a good deal of claret, 
and sometimes there was whisky. It Wtts 
very rarely that they die! any business of 
any description. They visited Dunwich and 
St. Helenn. ; but no knotty subject of politics 
was ever discussed. 'l'hey did not try the 
plan often ; and they only did so when they 
had some important public duty to perform. 
But the present Government was a sort of half. 
marine Government-they were almost always 
on board the "Kate," especially when there was 
any complication, and whenever they had got 
into a difficulty. The Minister for Lands, he 
had no doubt, when in the throes of the Land 
Bill, found relief-not from sea-sickness, but 
from what he found on board. He (Sir T. 
Mcllwraith) would like to know how the thing 
worked; who paid the piper for it all; and were 
the contingencies to be increased very much on 
that account? There was another thing, too. 
He saw that several steamers for queensland had 
been launched at home. He did not order any 
when he was there the last time ; yet he found 
that there were no less than five reported to be 
building for the colony at the present time. 
\Vhat were they all for? The Committee were 
entitled to know something about how the new 
political institution worked aboard the "Kate." 
It did not seem to have produced a proper result, 
because on the next page they came to the 
Defence Force, and the :l\Iarine Department was 
neglected altogether. At all events, let the 
Colonial Secretary tell them how the system 

worked, and whether it was intended to extend 
it ? The new stea1ner cmuing out would have 
room not only fur the Cabinet Council, but for 
the whole of them-Opposition and all. 

The COLO~IAL SECllETARY said the 
Cabinet Councils the Government held on the 
'' Kate" were real C" bin et Councils, and not 
jollification,, such as the hon. member said he 
tmed to hold. \Vhenever they had been en the 
'· Kate" they had clone hard work, for the reason 
that they could work without fear of interrup
tion, which was a very difficult mo.tter in Bris
bane. They got au opportunity of working 
together for seven or eight hours without inter
ruption. The plan, he thought, was a good one, 
though it was not by any means new, as he 
remembered it used to be adopted by 'l previous 
Government of which he was a member. The 
hon. merr,ber wanted to know about all the 
steamers that had been ordered. The hon. mem
ber muot have a very bad memory; did he not 
know that he had ordered them all? 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: N"o. 
The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 

hon. member did not actually let the contracts, 
but his colleague the Colonial Treasurer had 
made all the arrangements; and when the pre· 
sent Government came into office they found all 
the money there and all the preliminary arrange· 
ments finished, so that they had nothing to do 
but accept the contracts. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciL WRAITH said he 
knew exactly the number of steamers he ordered. 
There were two he did not order, and knew 
nothing about. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
final arrangement" about those two steamers 
were made by him when iu Sydney at the Con
ference, twelve months ago, after he had been 
in office about a fortnight. Everything had 
before then been completed, except a small 
question as to which of two alternative ttnders 
should be accepted. 

(.luestion put and passed. 
The COLONIAL Sl<~CRETARY moved that 

there be granted a sum of £28,509 for salaries 
and contingencie, in connection with the Defence 
Force. He said the general scheme had been 
explained last week in considering the Bill upon 
which the Estimates were framed. It was 
divided differently from the manner in which it 
had been divided before, in order to give the 
Committee an idea of the way in which the force 
was proposed to be organised. Of course it was 
only the lane! force, as they had not yet sufEcient 
information upon which to frame Estimates for 
a marine force, and any expense on that score 
likely to be incurred during the present financial 
year would be necessarily very limited. The 
force was di vicled into the permanent staff, 
the lJermanent force and school of instruction, 
ttnd the other branch of the service. In the esti
mate for the permanent staff, the inspecting 
officer was proposed to be omitted, and the salary 
of the commandant was proposed to be increased 
by an amount not quite equal to the salary of 
the inspecting officer. vVith respect to that in
crease, he ought to give the Committee some infor· 
mation. When the proposed salary of £700 was 
notified in England, it was pointed out at once 
to Colonel Scratchley, in whose hands the 
selection was left, that it was insufficient. 
Colonel Scratchley then undertook that if a good 
officer were selected he would recommend the 
Government to increase the salary. He had kept 
his promise, and he (the Colonial Secretary) felt 
bound to ask the Committee to concur in the 
recommendation marle. In the next item there 
was sin1ply a change in narne; an officer was 
called brigade-major instead of artillery staff-
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o!llcer. Then there was the infantry staff-officer, 
who was the instructor of the inf.tntry force. 
He was an officer in the Indian army, who had 
obtained leave of absence from the Indian Gov
ernment at the request of the Queensland Govern
Inent, to give hio services in instructing the force 
-Captain Des V cenx. The sergeant-instructor in 
gunnery and the sergeant-instructor in submarine 
1nining· and engineering had both been engaged 
in En;sland for a fixed term. Then came the 
item of clerk and storekeeper, with respect to 
which it had heen s::~id that there was an indica
tion on the Estimates of some animosity on the 
part of the Brigade Office. He had ::~!ready ex
plained how it was that that officer had not 
received the full salm·y of £200, and he need not 
repeat it; but comments had since been made 
upon the reduction of the amount of £160, at 
pt'P'ient paid, to £150. 'l'ho f<10t was th1t the 
salftry recotmnen<led by the Brigade Office \nts 
£160, but he (the ColonioJ Secretary) thought it 
would be bott.er, insteo,d of having " milihtry 
officer in the post-m1 old soldier-to get a 
civilian clerk to perfurm the work ; o,nd he 
thought £150 would be a f<tir s"bry. He was 
responsible for the change, ;we! no one else had 
any share in the responsibility. He intended 
tn provide for that officer in another manner. 
There were two additional drill sergeants; the 
other items were unchanged. Coming to the 
scheme for the permanent force, there were to 
be-l quartermo,ster-sergeant, 1 mo,ster tailor, 4 
sergeants, 4 corporals, 4 hombardiers,2trumpeters, 
()0 gunners o,nd drivers. The chief instructcn' 
would be the instructor to the whole force; he was 
the major commo,nding the battery, with a salary 
of £.550. It was not proposed to have any other 
commissioned officer attached to the battery ; 
but it wo,s proposed to have, from time to time, 
"' capto,in and 4 lieutenants of the volunteer 
branch of the force, with po,y at 14s. and 10s. 
a day, respectively, while under instruction. 
That system ho,d been found to work very 
well elsewhere, in C:mo,da po,rticularly. The 
clothing was put down at £5 per man, and 
the annual cost of the whole was estimated o,s 
£9,207 ; assuming tho,t as mo,ny as 60 gunners 
o,nd drivers were employed. An increo,se of £50 
was put down for the s.tlary of the heo,d instructor 
of the band, and £100 for the purchase of instru
ments. There was an allowance proposed for the 
mcdico,l staff while in co,mp o,t the annual re
view ; and £!'i0 wo,s proposed for "' veterino,ry 
surgeon. It would probably be a saving to have 
"' veterinary surgeon attached to the force, 
to look after the horses em played on the 
batteries. There were proposed to be two 
batteries of field artillery, and there was 
a joint e~timate for the two - fJO pri
vo,tes at 6s. a day, 4 trumpeters at 6s., 8 
bombo,rdiers at 7.•., 8 corporals at 7s. 6d., 8 
sergeants at Ss., 2 battery quo,rtermaster-ser
geants o,t Ss. Gel., 2 battery sergeant-majors o,t 
Ss. Gd., 4 lieutenants at 10s., 2 captains at 14s., 
o,nd 1 major at lGs. That, of course, wo,s only 
while they were called out-a period varying 
from eight do,ys to sixteen days during the year. 
Now the :Estimate' were framed intentionally 
to show the maximum o,mount of expenditure that 
would be incurred under the new scheme. In 
all previous years the actuo,l expenditure had 
been considerably les9 than the vote ; but it had 
been of course difficult to know, in fmming the 
J<;stimates, what the actual expenditure would be. 
It had never happened yet in any year th::~t the 
force had kept up to the full extent. Lo,st year 
the o,mount voted in the Estimates was £23,421 ; 
and the amount actuo,lly unexpended was £9,850. 
In fmming the Estimo,tes they had to put down 
the nmximnm, w tho,t the Committee might 
know exo.ctly how much the force would cost 
at its full strength. They proposed now two 
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batteries of field artillery, three batteries of 
garrison artillery, one con1 pany of engineers, and 
four companies of infantry of the First Regiment. 
In addition to those, there was provision for the 
defence of the colony of ten companies of infantry, 
at a cost of £3,160. The full number of each 
company would he (il-50 privo,tes and the rest 
officers and non-commissioned officers. There 
wo,s also a company of mounted infantry, con
sisting of 51 men altt>gether. Under the head of 
"Contingencies" there was not very much to 
which to call tcttention, unless he wo,s specially 
requested. A sum had been put down for torpedo 
stores, o,ml purchase of a launch. There wo,s "' 
hwnch Jmrchased by the late Government for 
the purposes of the Volunteer Force, but it 
wo,.9 found to be perfectly useless for lo,ying tor
pedoes, as it was not safe to go below Breakfast 
Creek in it in rough water. ~Chere vras nn itern 
of £1,000 in the contingencies for additional 
companies, but tho,t might not be required for 
the present year. It was proposed t.hat the 
greater portion of the pay of the force should be 
deferred, so ad to give t1 substantial inducement 
to the officers and men to remo,in in the force 
for the full period of three years. Hon. members 
would see that provision was mo,de in the Esti
mates for the largest number of men that could 
be employed. Of course some money had 
already been expended on the old basis ; but they 
ho,d not attempted to put down two sets of Esti
mates-one for six months on the old system, 
o,nd another for the rest of the year on the new. 
Of the £28,50(), not less tho,n £20,000 would be 
expended down to the end of the financial year. 
It was far better to frame the ]£stimates so that 
they could see what the system would cost in 
full working order, tho,n to 1mt down a proble
matical sum on the Estimates which might have 
to be considerably increased. 

The HoN. SIR T. MciLWRAITH said he 
scarcely understood a part of the hon. member's 
speech. vV as it usual to lay on the table o,n 
estimate for an amount of money for the service 
of the year, unless it was expected that that 
money would be spent? The hon. member, in 
bet, said that he did not believe that the force 
would come into such a position that it would 
require the amount of money voted during the 
present yeo,r, or for a good many years either. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said it 
would not cost more than that for many years. 

The HoN. SIR T. MciLWRAITH said he 
should be very sorry if it did cost anything like 
that for many years. He believed it was the 
most extravagant o,nd unjustifiable vote on the 
whole Estimates. In 1882 they tried an experi
ment. They took the highest military opinion 
tho,t they could get o,t the time, and they came 
to the conclusion-the House acting on the 
highest military opinion then available-that 
they could get an efficient force. The only 
thing required wo,s money. vVell, that money 
wa~ proposed ; the House was munificent and 
actually granted the amount; and regulations 
were, on the recommendation of the same mili
tary authorities, mo,de under the Act then in 
force. But the force o,s reorganised turned out a 
complete bilure, and they were left, in the 
opinion of all o,uthorities, in a worse position 
than they ho,d been in before. The Volunteer 
Force, or Defence Force, was just now as bo,d as 
it possibly could be. They had got a new autho
rity on the matter-Colonel :French-and he 
so,id that it was "' failure; although he (Sir. 
T. M:cilwraith) did not put the opinion of that 
gentleman higher than the opinion of Colonel 
Scmtchley. Acting on his (Colonel J<'rench's) 
opinion they had got a new scheme, and he had not 
the slightest hesitation in so,ying tho,t, were it 
wJt for the responsibility that would have bee:q 



1506 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

thrown on the Government if the force were 
disbanded at the present time-had he not taken 
into consideration that position -he could, had 
he exerted himself, have secured the support of 
hon. members and have thrown the Bill out. It 
was very questionable whether the Bill passed 
with ihe deliberate sanction of the Honse. 
There were few memben; who dicl not doubt its 
efficiency, and none of them would Jay much 
money that it would turn out a good scheme 
after all. But they had passed a Bill which 
a military anthority now said would enable 
them to establish a good and efficient defence 
force at a cost of £34,000 a year. £34,000 a 
year was far too great an >1monnt to pay for 
that one arm of their defence ; it was more 
than they could afford, and more than they 
needed. It must not be forgotten that they had 
to provide for their first line of defence, fur which 
there was not a single penny on the E,;timates. 
At least another £34,000 would be required for 
the first line. The Colonial Secretary shook his 
head, and said "No," and when he did so it 
showed that he had far less appreciation of the 
v:.lue of that service than he (Sir T. Mcilwmith) 
had. He believed that it was the most impor
tant, and that they were rnakiug a mistake in 
attaching too much importance to the military side 
of the question. ~ow that the l)efence Bill hnd 
pttssed the House :tnd would no doubt soon hcc.:ome 
law, they were cnrn1nitted to a renrg:_tni::;ation of 
the force; bnt even the Colonial ::lecretary him
self admitted at the time that it was only :m 
experiment. \V ell, if tlmt experiment wm; to be 
tried, let it be tried with as little expense to the 
country as possible. He believed the amount 
whieh was thought in ltl82 a 1nagnificent ~11n1 
to spend upon the V ulnnteer :Force-£20,000-
woulcl be quite sufficient. The scheme of the 
Defence Bill would cost £34,000, which he con
sidered extravagant-br too much to spend on 
what the Premier :wknowledged to be an experi
ment. He intended to move as an amendment 
that, instead of £28,1\09, only £20,000 be granted 
for the Defence Force ; and probably not the 
whole of that would be re<[nired during the 
present year. If the amendment were carried, 
it wonld involve sending back the scheme to 
the nlilita.ry authorities for rearra.ngernent, on 
the understanding that not more than £20,000 
would be spent upon it. He moved that the 
sum asked for be reduced by £8,:)0\1. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
inconvenience of the amendment woulcl be that 
it would he difficult to know whi~h itemK were 
to be reduced. If the hon. gentleman was 
desirous to presx hi~ mneuJn1ent, it wonld be 
better to take the iir.o;t two item~ --permanent 
Rtaff, and pennanent force and ;;;chool of in~;trn<> 
tion-sepamtely. Those were in the nature of 
salaries. The re<luction cnuld then be movecl 
on the rernaindPr of the force. Provi::;ion waR 
1t1ade on the J~stimate;.; for l,lR:: volunteer~, or 
within 18 of the number provided for ou hst 
vear's Estimates. He was certain the hon. 
inember did not desire to disband any of the 
force, e,specially as he had recognised two years 
ago that payment was necessary. He should be 
sorry if Parliament were to put the Government 
in the position th>1t they must either disband the 
men or reduce their pay to such a rate that they 
knew they would not remain in the force. If 
they were going to have volunteers at aJl, there 
must be a staff, and he would therefore ask the 
hon. rnen1ber to withdraw hiR aruendn1ent, KO 
that he might move the first item, that f::l,iilO 
be granted for the permanent staff. 

'l'he Ho:s-. Sm T . .\IcTL\VRAlTH stticl thttt 
woul<l not he the mm:t c<>nvcnient w:cy. If the 
Colllmittee decided_ to Hpend no u;nrc than 
;£20,000 un the volunteers, it wuu],j be fur the 

(i-ovennnent to snhn1it later on u, schmne sho,ving 
how they proposed to distrilmte that amount. 
Th>tt was how it was done in Victoria, and it 
was nmch the l1est way. The approval of the 
House to the modiiied scheme would be given 
afterwards. 

The COLO::'{IAL S.ECRETARY said the 
objection to that w>1s that it would give the 
(i-overnrnent absolute power to arrange every
thing themselves. ~o long as they kept within the 
£20,000 they might expend it in :.ny w>1y they 
liked. They 1night give 1nagnificent Kalaries to 
some persons, and very little to the volunteers; 
indeed, they might dispense with volunteers 
altogether. It was not desirable to leave the 
matter entirelv to the discretion of the GoYern
rnent, at any 'rate as f~tr as salaries were con
cerned. 

The Hox. Sm T. MciL WHAITH said the 
hon. gentlernau 'ntH "'in1ply ",rasting tirne talking 
in that way. The Government submitted a 
scheme to co><t £34,000 a yeal", >1nd they were 
asked to witht!raw it and submit another to cost 
£20,000 a year. As to salaries, surely the hon. 
m em ],er did not suppose the Committee would 
submit to his increasing the Commandant's 
salary from £000 to ;E2,000, for inst:mce. If 
there wa,:.;; any objt•ction to any of the r-mlarie~,; it 
should be state,! now. 

l\Ir. ]1"0X'l'()::'{ said that one gren.t cmnplnint 
that wnM rnade hy hon. ruernben; who were 
oppo~ed to an~v n1oney being at pre!:'Gnt voted for 
the l)efencc Force, wn~ that nu inqn·oven1ent in 
the force h<td taken place since the appointment 
of Colonel F'rench, a:::; Conuuandant, less than 
b·\rel ve nwnths a.go. 'fhe new Connnandant was 
blamed for not Jmving improved the status and 
efficiencY of the force in th>tt time. But 
how cm1Jd Colonel Freuch c1o anything of the 
kind except by bringing in a scheme which 
he believed would effect that purpose,? And 
the vote at present prol:osed \VaR to give effect 
to t.JH1t t:cheme. The prop<)sal of the hon. mem
ber for ::VIulgrave was to reduce the Yote hy some
thing like £10,000, and the point natumlly aro,;e 
that\f hon. member' were prepared t" criticise 
CnlonHl French'H HchPtlle, and saicl it wa::; too 
htrge rtn anwunt for then1 to vote, surel;,r it wa,f-3 
but fttir that in rer!ucing it they should indicate 
to Colonel French wlmt portion of the scheme 
they objected to-whether the gunners shonlcl 
receive 4s. instead of Gs., whether the stttff """·' 
to be abo]i,hed, "-hether the pennanent force or 
the drill instructors were objected to, or whether 
it ·was tlle nn1uber of lJatterit>,.., or cornprmies whi~h 
should bt~ reducet1. Colonel French said, through 
the EstinntteH n,nd t1n'OUf ... dl thA Colouial Hecn·~ 
tccry, th:<t that was what< he con~idered neces
H<.try to rnake n proper a.nd p\'rrnalJeut force, and 
the cmnpbint of hnn. members w:ts that the 
pre,ent fon·e was uot efficient. He said that 
was wlmt he proposed in lien of the present 
inetticieut force. tf a reLlnction were to be rna(le, 
surely the proper way to 1nake that reduction 
was to indic:cte where the expense was deemed 
exces8ive. The effect of their vnte had been 
pointed out by the Colonbl Secretary. The 
voting of £28,000 did not necessitate the expen
diture of that Rnrn, and fron1 figure~ that had 
been given he was satisfied that somethiug like 
£10,000 or £12,000 must h:cve lap,;ed during the 
last three or four years. 

The COLONIAL HECRETARY: "\ gwat 
de:tl more than that. 

:Mr. I,'OX'I'O::'\ st~id that the Ddenee Force 
had not cost them :111ythiug like what lmtl been 
sb>te<l by the leader of the Opposition the other 
ni~·ht--£2:l,OOO. That waK the fullest expcntli· 
tnre that Cflllltl po"':-;jl,]y t.ake pla.ct~, ~llppo:"inh·tlJe 
force to be up tu it0 full tt·eu;;lh, ami e; tr.pu,w 
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"'ttemletl 8\'ery drill and parade, But tlutt was 
an abBolute impossibility. In the fir:;t place, the 
iorce would not be up to anything like its 
fnll Htrength for Borne tilnf', and experience 
had :;hown th<tt men dicl not attend the maximum 
nmnlJer of drills aud pamcles. They attended 
only :;ufficient, as '" rule, to qualify as 
efficient:;, although some attPndecl oftener than 
others. If the Government were prepared to 
risk something· in the matter they coul<! accept 
the amendment of the hon. member with perfect 
:;afety and without altering the items on the 
l~stimates one bit. The estimate was Pne which 
coultlnot Le possibly be spent. 

The Hox. Sm T. ::\lciLWEAITH sai<l the 
Governu1ent appeared to be asking for 111oney 
which they did not intend to spend. The 
Coloniitl 8ecretarv said it wa.K convenient for 
Colouelli'rench to" let them know what it would 
cost when it waR in fnll going order. It waH 
right for Colonel l1"'rench to gi Ye a~ nn1eh infor
mation a:; po:;sible. \Vhot wm·e the E,;tinmtes 
for 1f not for the purpose nf showing what nwney 
wa.~ required, and how it "-a~ to be spent ? The 
gist of the speech of the hon. gentleman wae; that 
the (~overnment could not spend all the money. 
\Vhen he took the ,;en,;e of the Committee 011 the 
proposed re<luction from £31,000 to £20,000 it 
mto to af!irm the principle that the Yolunteer 
Fm·ce 1 when in fnll t;wing, Hlumld not exceed that 
a.mount, The Colonial :-iecretary had said that 
if they :-:tarted now, and ~pent t~ecording to the 
ochedule before them, they wonlclnot spend all 
the nwney. If they carried the mnenclmcnt he 
hac! moved, the expenditure would be abwlntely 
limited to that, which was the principle he 
'"i:-;hed tn ::tffinn. It 'vas of no use :1sking for 
money that was not wanted. 

The COLONIAL SECRETAHY asketl what 
would Le the cnnsequence of the motion made by 
the hon. member, if carried? lf the amount 
were re<luced to £20,000 the Government would 
be perfectly well able to organise the fmce on the 
propo:-:ed hasj~, arHl would not Hpencl n1ore than 
£20,000 during the cmTei:t year. But they 
would be deceh-ing the country, ::md throwing 
du.<t into the eyes of the cmmtry, because, 
although the fnrce could be administrated 
on thott b>esis for the n'"t of this yecu, what 
would l1e the effect of their being confined 
to £20,000 next year? When the Govern· 
ment proposed a nt'W scheme it was their duty 
to bring down to the Conunittee in det:1il 
the scheme that they proposed. He said the 
proposed ~cheu1e W<,nld cost ~o rnuclt per annnrn, 
alHl he <lid not want to deceive the Committee by 
H>tying that £20,000 mmld be :mfticient this year 
when they would wnnt £30,000 next yem. The 
proposition amounted to wiping- out the Volun
teer Force altogether. The permanent st>eff and 
defence force together would amount to £12,717. 
There must be a pernmnent staff, and it could not 
be much smaller than that. The permanent force 
would cost £!1,207 per annum, and they could not 
get a force to be of any u:;e for much less than that. 
Then the contingencies, however economicaJ 
they might be, would more than make up the 
difference between that am! £20,000. During 
the present year they had only half-a-year's 
expenditure on the pernutuent force anrl a snutller 
numhet' of volunteers. To think that it mmltl 
be kept up for £20,000 was out of the qne:;tion. 
The hou. geutlenw.n hitu~elf agreed laHt week 
that rL perrw-1neut force \V a~ uece~~:try, rtiHl th<Lt 
a sehnol of in:-:;tnwtiou W:1K uece~rmry, and it was 
Hece:-;sary that they ~hould have their gnns nutnnecl 
if they were to be of nny use whatever. The 
lwn. ,;entlem:tn propo"''l to allow !:10,000 for the 
rp ... t, of the foree for the w1tdle vea,r. Tt CtlU]d 

not be or,_~anl;,ed 1ll1 that ba:..ic-. " 1 f they ~JlClli 
£12,.)00 <111- the olatf and pcruMnent !vrce they 

would only have £7,500 for ammunition, camps 
of instruction, and the rest of the items under 
the head of " Contingencies," for which they 
had to ask £12,000. What would be left for 
the men? Absolutely nothing. 

Mr. BEATTIE said he could hardly follow 
the Colonial Secretary, because he had told them 
that for the last three or four vears there had 
been a large unexpended bal;;,nce from the 
money.s voted by the House for carrying out the 
volunteer system. The officerg required for the 
newly org-anised force would cost £3,000 n yet<r, 
and the permanent force was a new item 
amounting to something over £9,000. He 
was not going to oppose the vote, for 
he should be ~orry to do anything which 
wonlcl in nny way injure the Volunteer :Force. 
He knew that the money voted during former 
He8siont3 w .et:-; for kee1Jing up a larger force of 
volunteers than existed at the present time, as 
was shown in the Estimates before them? \Yhy 
then was that money not expended ? That was 
one of the reasons which had tended to elisor· 
ganise the system. He noticed by the e:;timate 
thttt each volunteer company was entitled to £390 
year. There was provision made for 10 cap· 
tains, 20 lieutenants, 13 colour sergeants, 
and 50 sergeants. Tlmt made provision for 
ten cmnpanies nnle8s ea,ch conqntny was to have 
two captains. How was it that that money had 
been allowecl to lapse, and was that not one of 
the reason., why the volunteers had been com
plaining of the mismanagement of the depart· 
ment? They all knew that Colonel French was 
an admirable officer, but he had been here twelve 
months, and there was not the slighe:;t improve
ment. The volunteers never ceased to talk 
of the matter among themselves, and no wonder. 
He had mentioned the other night, that when 
two compnnies were called out for drill on one 
occasion, thirty men nf one company and ten 
from another turned up, and five of those were 
officers. That did not speak well for the two 
companies, which were looked upon as the prime 
companies. He would like to know the rea:;on 
why the late Act had not been carried out so as 
to encourage the Yolunteers? It was no advantage 
to them to have the money bpsing every year, 
e;;pecially when every day complaints were 
heard of the disorganisation, and every clay 
letters were written to the papers by the 
volunteer:;, An bon. member remarked, .•otto 
t'oce, that they did not sign their names. No ; 
it was only the officers who were privileged 
to grumlJle, and (;od help the . unfortu
nate sergeant or private if he opened 
his month. That would Le a breach of 
discipline, lmt the oltlcer could do what he 
plE::tsed. Sometimes letters of compbint were 
sent through the superior officers, but 
they seldom got to the head of the depart
ment. If the Colonial Secretary was going to 
insi8t upon putting the variou:5 iterns ~eriatiln, 
he would draw attention to one or two matters. 
Fo:c the pennanent force there was an item for 
forage, and first cost of twenty horses-£GOO. 
\V ere those twenty horses simply for the per
ll1:1nent force? 

The COLONIAL SECRETAEY: Yes. 
Mr. BEATTIE said then there was an item 

in contingencies--" horsing guns, f11rage, lodging, 
antl traselli11g allnwanceR, n~pairR and con· 
tingencies, £:2,~>00." 1 lid it cost all that to keep 
twent,y hm·t:e:-;? 

'£he COLONL-\LSECRETAI{Y: '£here will 
be rnore thm1 twenty borf-:88. 

::\Ir. BEATTIE said he wanted to know if 
t\\-enty hnr~es were the 111nnbm· required by tl1e 
pennr_~nt>nt foree <l,JHJ Ynlnnteer:; a,:-; well. He 
hdieYE'd jt Wau lheil' duty to tflC1 llll'ttg-e a~ ll!llCh 

a:" l'Uocible the Volunteer rurce, but at the same 
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tmie to study economy. He had alluded the 
other night to the subject of a mwal brigade, 
and was surprised thrtt no attention had been 
paid to that branch of the force. How
ever, they had the promise of the Colonial 
Secretary that he wa;-; going to n1ake provi~ion 
for such a force, and he (Mr. Beattie) would 
suggest that, if the material was on hand in the 
shape of guns to supply the variOlm ports along 
the coast, the system might be combined with 
the land force. In looking over the Estimates 
for the New Sonth Wales force. he found that 
every 100 men cost; including clothing and 
everything else, something like £2,000. And 
he harl calculated that they ought to be 
able to g-et a force of between HOO and 
HOO men for about £12,000, who would really 
prnve of sorno use in tiine of war and, a~ had 
been said by an hon. member, tlmt woulcl, at all 
ev-ent:-;, rnake provision for the fin:>t line of 
defence. He was not going to do anything 
which would tend to injure the present Volnn
teer Horce, but he hoped that it would be 
organised and looked after in a better manner 
than it had been in the past. The majority of 
the men in the force deserved the greatest 
respect for the attention they had paid to their 
duties. They had been very badly handled, and 
he thought they deserved every encouragement; 
but he doubted very much whether the new 
Act was going to be an improvement. It was 
an experiment, and they would see by-and-by 
whether it would be sucC('"ful or not. ]'or his 
own part he sincerely hoped it would be successful. 
Referring again to the sums voted by Parlia
ment for the Volunteer Force during the last year 
or· two that had lapsed, he believed, of course, that 
the number of men who had left the furce would 
increase the amount of monay in the hands of 
the G-overn1nent. Turning to the first iteu1 in 
the vote-the im.;pecting officer having, of cnurse, 
been struck out-he wonl<l say that he believed 
the Commandant was the right man in the right 
place ; but he would dmw the attention of the 
Committee to the fact that his salary was in
creased from £700, the amount agreed upon, 
to £()00. But that did not show the total 
'tmount received by him; and it was on that 
point that he (llilr. Beattie) would like the 
Colonial ~ecretary to give t:lOnle infor1nation. 
He understood that there was £100 set d•>Wn 
f<>r forage allowance, and £100 for quarters. 
'rh at made the s<>lary of the Commandant £1, lOO 
a year. Of course, there was also 30.s. a day 
travelling expenr-;e:-:;, and that \Vas very proper. 
It was for the Committee to consider whether 
the colony could afford to pay such a salary. 
A Minister of the Crown only got £1,000 a year, 
and he was sure the duties of the Commandttnt 
were not so heavy, nor was his position so 
responsible, as the Colonial Secretary's. He had 
nothing to Eay against the gentleman who held 
the position, because he believed he was an 
eminent professional man ; but he thought 
£1,100 a year was too much. 

The COLO)[IAL SECRETARY said there 
\\ra..; ~tn allowance for forage and (}narters, in ac~ 
cordance with the bargain n1ade in England, as he 
had explained when he moved the estimate. A 
proposition had been ma,le by an hnn. g·entleman 
"I'Jll"ite that the whole annual co;t of the 
Defence Force in future should not exceed 
£21},000. That would simply mean abolishing 
the vohmteers. The amount put down in the 
Estimates to pay the volunteers for the sixteen 
,hys' clrill W<tS just about £7,000. The 
estimate for the officers aml the permanent 
!force wa" £8,G28; add to that the amount for 
continge,JCies, £12,810, an,] they got £21,438. 
Takinl{ that from the total, !:2S,GO:J, they got 
.1:7,000; which was just the amount of the 
d<tily allow"nce to the Volunteer Fore~, ami the 

amount the hon. member was propo,ing to strike 
off in future. The permanent force coulrl not 
cost less than £tl, 000, unless they reduced its 
strength, and if they reduced it by one-half the 
saving would not be more th tn £2,000. Of 
cour.s0) thirty privatet:J and a corre:o;ponding nunl
berof otfhers would not be enough to man the 
forts in Brisbane and the other parts of the 
colony. The permanent staff had been co"t
ing up to the present time about as much as 
was now proposed-£3,500. That gave £12,f>OO 
for the permanent staff and permanent force, 
aml if they only allowed £20,000, it wonld leave 
£7,500, whieh the hon. gentleman proposed to be 
devoted to all the rest of the force. If they 
would look at the items under the head of " Con
tingencie.s" they would see they had to provicle 
for unifonns, cadet~, a1nm unition, and stores, 
<:LHllllUHition for r:;ah3 to Ineinl>er~. Then there 
wa,s £1,500 for camps of instruction ; it would 
not eost less than that - last year the co.,t 
was within £100 of that sum -maintenance 
of rifle ranges, and so on. The it8ln~ for 
mnrnunition and such thing3 would nwre than 
absorb the £7,500, and there would be ab<olutely 
nothing left to give to the men. The proposi
tion of the hon. member simply tcmounterl to the 
abolition of the force, or the non-payment of 
the men. That might be the best system; but 
the contrary system had always been arJopted. 
vVhen hon. members talke<l about the expense 
of the system, they did not take into consi
deration the expense of the old land-order 
svstem- how much that cost the country. 
:B:e understood that they had long ago 
agreed that it was desirable to give a certain 
amount of remuneration to the men when they 
were called out. £20,000 a year would be in
sufficient to carry on the force; if they adopted 
the hon. member's .suggestion they would have 
either to abandon the permanent force altogether 
or have a purely volnnteer body of men. He did 
not think it was fair to strangle the new system 
as soon as it was instituted ; and if they did not 
vote sufficient funds it could not h<>ve a fair 
trial. They all desired that the defence force 
should be efficient. They could not predict 
with certainty that the "cheme proposed would 
resnlt in an efficient force, but they had good 
reason to believe it would, mtd all they asked 
was that it should haYe a fair trial. It could 
not be given a trial-assu1niug that there ·were 
to be volunteer corps in different parts of the 
colony-without a vote to the extent that they 
asked for. 'l'he total amount would not be 
expended unless the force was called out for the 
full period, and they all attemled and got their 
full pay, which was not probable ; but the Gov
ernment felt they would be misleading the House 
if they put clown on the Estimates for anew scheme 
any less amount than would put it in full working 
order. He believed that that amount would not be 
re(juired to be increased for many years to come. 
They might get on that basis a satisfactory force 
if the House, which passed the Bill last week, 
were determined to give the scheme a fair trial. 
The estimate was the C(>r<>llary to that Bill, and 
was what it \Vonlrl cost to give the scheme a fair 
trial ; but if £20,000 was all that was to be spent 
in the future, then he said they might at once 
abandon either the perntanent force, or reduce it 
to a purely volunteer force. 

'rhe HoN. SJH T. MolL WRAITH said that 
the hon. gentleman had not put the position 
fairly before the Committe.e. In trying to force 
the conclusion that they ought to come to, he 
said that the lJropositi•;n which he (Sir T. 
:VIeilwraith) h:1d put before them would have the 
effect of n1aking· the 1 l8l'Jnanent force remain in the 
po~ition that they were in : tha,t tbe contingencieH 
should remain in the ~awe po,itim; and that 
there should be nothing left to the !l1en-thu& 
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reducing the present system to a purely volunteer 
force. That was not his proposition at all. 

The COLO::\IAL SECRETARY: That 
would be the result of the proposition. 

The Hox. Sm T. l\IciL WRAITH : Exactly ; 
that would be the result of the proposition from 
the basis formed by the bon. gentleman, 
but not of his proposition. He moved 
an amendment to reduce the amount by .~0 
per cent. simply because the hem. member 
proposed the whole iten1s in one stun ; and it was 
the only way he could possibly move a reduction. 
H.e had .shown afterwards, when he propose<] to 
w1thdraw the amendment, that the object of it 
was to have an expre:-;::;ion of opinion frorn the 
Committee, as to bow much the defence force 
was likely to cost the colon):'. "\nd having 
got tktt, he would leave 1t to the Gov
ermnent to corne fonvard. afterwards, \Vith 
an amen<led scheme regulated by the amount 
the Committee were willing to grant. The 
hon. member said that he himself (Sir T. 
Mcilwraith) had admitted that £9,207 for the 
r•ermanent force and the school of instruc
tion was necessa,ry; that he hnd ndmitted 
that the amount of £12,810 waR likewise nP.ces
sary for conti11g-encies; that he had admitted 
also that the cost of the permanent staff of 
£3,510 was also neC<''"ary: that those three 
amounts being assumed to be necessary, and 
claiming that he (Sir T. :\fcllwraith) had 
arlmitted that they \\'m·e necessary-there 
was nothing at all left to pay the men. But 
he (Sir T. Mci!wmith) had nm•er for a 
moment admitted tha,t those things were 
necessary, nor did he propose to support a 
pennanent force or contingencies on such a 
scale us wa3 pnt down there. 'l'he hon. member 
was quite right so far, in saying that he 
desired to fix the amount which the Committee 
wished to expend on the defence force. That 
waf! a, right thing for them to do. Bnt 
what rettson httd the hem. member given for the 
immense advance asked for in the Estinmtes 
compared with wha,t had been expended before? 
They had a military commission sitting here 
which gave them the best advice that possibly 
could be got in the colony. That commission 
put forward a proposition, the cost of carrying 
out which would have amounted to £12,000. 
That was not agreed to bv the House, beca,use 
it proposed to pay only o'ne class of volunteers, 
and to leave another class unpaid; to pay 
the men about Brisbane, and to leave unpaid 
all the country corps. The House said that 
was unfttir, and resolYecl, therefore, to pay "!I 
alike. That came to £19,000, which was the 
estimate for 1882. That plan had been tried and 
found a failnre. They were now going on a new 
system altogether. \Vhat they wanted to know 
was, whether the system they adopted of pay
ing the men was the cause of the failnre ; or 
if it had anything to do with the failure; or 
whether the bilure was cansed by the amount 
of money voted not being enough? There 
was not a single tittle of evidence brought 
before the Committee to show that the failure 
was owing to not enough money being voted. 
'l'he military commission considered the mnount 
voted-£19,000-arnple ; thnt they could get a 
e:tpital force for that amount of money. The 
new Cmnrna.nda.nt when reporting on the ~Defence 
Force had certttinly ne,·er attributed the failure 
of the force to the fact that enough money had not 
been voted; ttt any mte he had not made any refer
ence to it. But the J·eference that he had made had 
inclined him (Sir T. :Mcllwraith) to think that 
he rather looked with elisfavour on the paymer,t, 
or so great a payment as had been made to the 
force. He, at all events, spoke in terms of 
rillicule in one part of his report of the 

amount of money paid to the men for 
their services at the camp of instruction. The 
1nember for Ca.rnarvon, again, in speaking the 
other night on the ma,tter, certainly did not go 
so far as to say that pa,yment of the members on 
the big settle proposed in 1882 had been the 
cause of the failure ; but he certainly led 
hon. members, if they chose to draw the 
inference, to believe that it had had a great 
deal to do with the failure. Whttt reason had 
they, except simply that they had got " new 
commandant, to increase the sum from £23,000 
to £34,000 at the preHent time? There was abso" 
lutely none, except that they ought to give the 
new Commandant a chance of carrying· out his 
scheme. But if that scheme were a failure, what 
would be the result? The result would be thnt 
they would have lost their money, and would have 
what was a great rleal worse than being saddled 
with an expenditure that it would be difficult 
for the colony to get rid of-an inefficient force. 
Those two consequences were sure to follow. 
They had initiated a new system. Hon. 
members did not understand it, and nobody but 
military men could. They had tried to understand 
it. He had taken a great part of it in good faith, 
as being the ideas of men who had had great 
experience in those matters. It was an important 
thing for the colony. Let them try those new ideas, 
but limit the amount to £19,000, which was con
sidered a munificent sum in 1882. The pretence 
for the alteration was that it was organisation that 
was wanted ; not an additional amount of money. 
\Vhat he said was, take a small force and try 
those regulations in the Bill with a small amount 
of money. £20,000 was, be considered, ample for 
a land defence force. They had not had one word 
from the Government as to the expense of the other 
defence force-the sea force, which was the real 
defence force of the colony. The grectt bulk of 
the £23,000 was to be swallowed up in Brisbane. 
It was not even for the defence of :i\loreton 
Bay, but only for the river and town. \Vhat 
they had got to provide for was the defence of the 
colony. Therefore his contention was that they 
should limit the money spent on the land force 
till they saw it thoroughly organised. After
wards, if successful, they might increase the 
number of men and the »mount of the subsidy. 
\Vhat else would the men have to do than to 
stand sentry at Government House, the Parlia
mentary Buildings, and the Treasury? Not half 
the number of men, in fact, were wanted. Con
tingencies might be reduced in exactly the same 
way. He had never given the hon. member to 
understand that he would support the contin
gencies as they stood, nor that he would support 
the permanent force r1s it was provided for 
there. The point on which he had always ex
pressed a strong opinion was that they could not 
get men to give their services in a defence force 
unless they were pa.id. \Vith reg,ud to that 
he did not intend to propose any alteration. 
But they had gone a gTeat deal too far 
in the cost of the _permanent staff and of 
the permanent force. The object of his amend
nlent 'vas to secure an expression of 
opinion on the vart of the Committee, as to 
whether the scheme should be so reorganised as 
to cost not more than £20,000 a year--leaving it to 
the Colonial Secretary to bring- down afterwards 
a schedule showing the force on the reduced 
scale. It would be a wttste of time for the 
Committee to try to rearrange the details of the 
scheme. The hon. member said that, if the 
amendment were carried. it would leave the 
Go\'ernment free to car;·y out the scheme as 
they ]Jleased, without consulting the Committee. 
Bnt he had specially guarded against that, by 
stating tha,t his "'mendment should be an instruc
tion to the Government that they were not to 
spend more than £20,000 on the force when 
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rPorgnnised, nnd that they were to bring np fresh 
J~~~tilnnte~ in acoorda,nce with the change. How 
could he possibly have intendecl to lea,·e thnt to 
the Government, when the Premier hn.d said 
shortly before that even if the whole amount were 
passed there was no chance of more than £10,000 
being spent during the present year. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said that, in 
considering what they could reduce, they must 
first see where they could not reduce. There 
were some items which could not be reduced 
without seriously impairing the efficiency of the 
force, and those would have to be left out of 
consideration. Take the permanent stnff. The 
only additionnl officers appointed were two drill
sergeants, and there was only an increase of 
£150 on the hon. member's own estimate. That 
item, therefore, was not capable of being recluced. 
Then came the permanent force. Tf the Com
mittee decided to spend upon it £3,000 or £G,OOO, 
i!lHtend of £9,000, thnt force would have to be 
reorganised accordingly. He would lenve out 
for the moment the allowance to volunteers, 
which was only £7,000 altogether-actually a 
smaller sum thnn was proposed last year by the 
h<m. gentleman himself ; and the only remaining 
item was that of contingencies. But clothingmust 
be provided, and ammunition, and fornge, and a 
camp of instruction. If the Committee autho· 
rised that for those purposes £6,000 should be 
expended instead of £12,000, the Government 
would have to make the £G,OOO go as far as they 
could. But that was exactly where the qnestion 
came in of starving the force. He believed the 
h<m. gentleman would see the force of his argu
ments. If the total sum was to be reduced, let 
the Committee say on which items the reduction 
should be made, and with that view it would be 
far more convenient to take the first two it,ems 
sepamtely. 

'rhe HoN. SrR T. MciLWRAITH: I never 
objected to that. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
hon. member objected to it before ; but howe,·er 
that might be, it would be a more c01wenient 
way, and would not lead to any waste of time. 
The question was a very irnporta.Ttt one, and it 
was very desir,tble thnt the Government should 
know exactly what were the intentions of the 
Committee with respect to the force. The Gov
ernment would then carry out the wishes of 
Parliament, and make the defence of the colony 
as efficient as it could be with the money at their 
command. It would be convenient, nnd would 
not take longer if the hon. gentlem;m withdrew 
his amendment, and he (the Colonial Secretm·y) 
would withdraw his motion, and move the item:; 
separately. 

The HoN. Sm T. NioiL\VRAITH said he 
would do anything that the hon. gentlemnn 
considered would be conducive to good ; but 
he de),recated the Committee doing work that 
should be carried out by the Government. It 
would be much better for' them to have expressed 
an opinion as to how mnch they considered 
the force should cost ; but if the hon. gentleman 
was desirous of going through the items one by 
one he h"d no objection ; nor had he had any 
objection all through; still, he believed it would 
he best to get at the renlopinion of the Committee, 
for the reason th>~t they would have to fall back 
npon making mnendments upon miserable sub
jects, such as reducing the uu1nbcr of rnen, or re
ducing the amount of pay. He would withdraw 
his nmendment, and allow the hon. gentleman to 
propose the items as he clwse. The Colonial 
Secretary was labouring under a rnit-.take if he 
f>tncied that he had omitted to consider the 
position of the permanent force. He had not 
omitted to consider it, or <1llY of the items. He 
lu1d proposed a rednction o[ about ~~o 1Jer cent. on 

the whole cost, so as tn got the opinion of the 
Committee that the f<ll'ce )ll'O)lOSed by the 
Govenuuent wa:-; jnRt about one-half 11101e than 
whn,t wa~ neces~mry at vre~ent. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
The COLOXIAL SECRETARY 'aid that, 

with the permission of the Committee, he would 
withdraw his motion. 

Motion withdrawn accordingly. 
The COLOXIAL SECHETARY move<! that 

the sum of £3Ji10 be voted for the Permanent 
8taff. There were no ne\v officer~, except two 
drill instructors. 

Mr. ?\LicCFAHLAXE said that, if the>tmend
mellt had gone to a division, he should certninly 
have supported it, as he believed that £20,000 
was sufficient for nny defences thnt were required 
in Quee11sland. However, as it hnd been decide<! 
to take the items sel'iatim, the best thing they 
could do was to minimise them ns much as 
possible. He obilerved thnt the salary of the 
Commandant was to be increaserl by JC200. 
I,ast yenr that gentleman received £()00. That was 
£700 regular ,;alary, £100 for fornge, and £] 00 as 
rent allowance. The salary would therefore he 
incrmtsecl to £1,100, besides· 30s. per diem when 
travelling, so that he had only to tmvel at the 
rate of sixty-six dnys in a year to give him 
anotheo £100. He also received a free pass 011 
the rail ways, which would make the total about 
£1,200 per annum, \vhich he looked upon as an 
extravagant arnount to pay any gentlenut;n for 
commanding the forces in Queensland. rhey 
were not there to spend lavishly the taxes paid 
by the people. He had no dou~}t ~hat the Bill 
would come into effect; but, behevmg that that 
amount wail tou large, he proposed that it be 
reduced £200. 

The COLOXIAL SECRETARY said he 
would repeat wh>tt he had said before as to the 
circumetances under which that increase was 
proposed. The amount anthorised by the Gov
ermnent was £700, and Colonel Scratchley, in 
conjunction with the Agent-General, engaged an 
officer to undertnke the duties at th>tt rate, with 
of conrse the allowances for forage and residence. 
Representations were made by Colonel Scmtchley 
and to Colonel Scratchley that the amount was 
not such as ought to lJe offered to secnre the 
services of a really efficient officer, consi,]ering 
what the other colonies were offering. Colo11el 
Scratchley, who was then their military adviser, 
nnd who hncl since lJeen succeeded by Ceneral 
Steward, 1nade that reconnuendation, and the 
Government felt bound to f>Ct upon it. Colo11el 
French was, therefore, lee! to expect that he would 
he recon11nended an increase on his arriYaJ in the 
colony, but there wa~ no bargain n1ade binding 
the Go;-ernment. He (1\lr. Griffith) hac! also 
pointed out that the Inspecting Officer, whose 
salary wns £23?) a year, no lonp:er acted in that 
capacity, nnd that Colonel .French acted as 
Inspecti11g Officer as well as Commandant. 

::Ylr. GRD.JES said there was one question he 
would ask the Colonial Secretary. llid Colonel 
French umler:;tnnd that he was tu lmve quarters 
and forage: 

The COLOXIAL SECRETARY: That mt~ 
part of the arrangernent. 

The Hox. ,J. :YI. 1\L\.CTIOSSAN snid tlwre 
seerned to have been no agreement existillg· 
between Colonel French an(l the (j-()\'ernrnellt, 
but only an understanding with Colonel 
Scratchlev th>tt he should recei Ye £200 m er 
the origirlal f->tnn. 

The COLOXIAL SJ<;CilF:TAHY : I ,t;rted 
the matter exactlv as T understood it. 

The Hox .• T. .:\L .MACJlOSSAX 'ai•l it wns 
hard for members of the Connnittee to !,., 1·e 
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to decide upon matter• that ought to 
be left entirely to the Cocermuent. At 
the "ame time he must ""Y that they had 
been fooling away uwney for year-; U]JOll 

the volnnteers. Year after year they had been 
voting large surns of rnoney, and there had been 
no sing-le rna.n in charge of the volunteers as 
rninister or organb;ing officer "'ho had given the 
people vcclue for their money. It was simply 
playing with the people's money. Colonel :French 
n1ight be a fin;t-rate 11lilitary organiser, bnt all 
he knew of hin1 ':vas his nmne, aucl that he 
wa.s Corrunandaut. E-ven if he were a good 
rnilitary org:1niser, £700 a year was too rnnch. 
'l'he whole matter should be left iu the 
lmnds of the Government, as the Committee 
were scarcely able to g-ive an opinion. 1\Iili
tary matten; were quite beyond the know
ledge of most members of the Committee, even 
althou.::sh there nlight he son1e volunteers arnong 
them. He would not support the reduction, 
simply because he thought theGovermnent should 
be held re,;ponHihle; hut at the same time he 
believed they ought tn get rnore value for the 
money than they had been getting; and £:H,OOO, 
which was the rf'al expense of the force, waH far 
too much mnney to IJe thrown awcty without 
having any force which wonld be able to defend 
the colony when it was attacked. 

The HoN. Sm T. J\fciLWILUTH said he 
should like the hon. g-entleman to state whether 
they were bound to follow the recommendation of 
Colonel Scmtchley and stand by it. If Colonel 
Scratchley was authorised to hold out any hopes, 
or was given the lJower to n1ake an arrange
ment binding the c<•lony in the matter of 
that salary, then they were bonncl in honour 
to carry out the ag-reernent. But if that 
wa~ not so, it was not a pro1Jer thing to 
cmntnence the reorganisaLion of the Defence 
Force by giving an arnount to the Cmnrnandant 
that they Lleci<ied was too much two years ag·o. 
They raised the salary then from £}500 to £700 ; 
and hon. gentlernen rnust not forget that when 
Colonel Scra,tchley wa~ a.uthorised to engage a 
1nan, the engagen1ent \vas nnder:-3tood to be 
only temporary. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Three 
year.s. 

The Hox. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: He was 
otnpnwered to engage an offic~r for a certain 
nmniJer of years, and at the end of thttt thne he 
w>~s to go lmck. He believed there could be 
nothing wort-1e for the colony thrLn to have a per
manent cmnrn:tnda.nt. 'rhe proper thing- \Vas to 
have that otfieer con . .;t:wtly relieved by a man of 
new ideR,S on the anny. Bearing that in u1ind he 
could not understand why thetermngement should 
h<tve been made. He dirl not remember the 
circmn,tances, but if Colonel Scmtchley was 
authorisc;rl to hold out any hope of incn""e of 
salary, then they were in honour bound to vote 
it; but if it wa' simply a matter of opinion of 
the Committ<'e, '::hether they thought the Com
nutnrlant was not sufficiently paid, he would 
mte for the £700 being- retainer]. The hon. 
gc~ntleUU\,ll Jnentioned the nmne of (-}eneral 
~teward as 111ilitary adviser to the G-ovennnent. 
He (:Sir '1'. Mcihvraith) did not know of the 
exi:-;tence of a n1ilitary advi~er. \Vho Wi1S he? 

The COLOJ'\IAL SECllETAllY: Geneml 
Harding Steward. 

The Hox. Sm T. ~IuiLWRAITH: \Yhn,t is 
he; who appointed him; nml what salary does he 
get? 

The COLO:'\IAL SECRETA UY 'aid General 
Steward Wt'l,S nmninatcd h:v the late .Agent
Gener<'l, Mr. Archer; aml he (the Colonial 
Secretary) :-;:tw no rea.•;on to di.-.;.~ent frorn the 
selection. It was neceRRary to have smnebofly 
to act for the (~overnrnent when they were 

constantly buying military stores. It was neces· 
sary, too, that the Agent-General should have 
arhice on such matters. General Steward was 
paid by commission. He (the Colunial Secre
tary) was not aware until that day how he was 
paid. General Steward acted in a similar way 
for sever·al other Governments, and was engaged 
on the same terms under which he acted for 
South Austmlia. The hrm. member for lVInl
g-rave asked very properly whether the Govern
ment were bound by the arrang-ement made by 
Colonel Scmtchley. The Government were under 
no bindiug obligation to increa~e the salary, but 
he thought they were under an honourable 
obligation to increase it. They were not bound 
to any fixed amount of increase. 

Mr. BEA'l'TIE said if such was the case he 
certainly could not support the reduction, but the 
Government had placed themselves in a very 
false position by allowing their late military 
ad vis er, Colonel Scratchley, to bind them down 
in any way. He thought it was a pity that such 
a thing had been allowed, but, having been done, 
they were bound to increase the salary from 
£700 to £1,100. Under the circumstances, he 
should be very sorry to O]'pose the reduction of 
the item ; but he hoped the Government would 
be more careful for the future, and not allow any
Olll' to lead them into an expenditure which he 
was sure they themselves did not approve of. 

Mr. FOXTON said the hon. member was 
scarcely right in saying that the increase was 
from £700 to £1,100 ; it was an increase of from 
£700 to £000 or £DOO to £1,100, according as the 
nllowances were included or not. He went 
further than the hon. member for lVIulgrave, 
who, if he understood him, put the case this 
way : that he considered the Committee would be 
bmmd to vote the money if the Government 
had authorised Colonel Scratchley to enter 
into an agreement. 1'\ow, he (J\fr. Foxton) 
thought the question was not whether Colonel 
Scratchley was authorised, hut whether he held 
out the increased salary at all as an inducement 
to Colonel :B'rench to come to the colonv. That 
was the gist of the question. He evid'ently did 
so, and whether he had authority or not he 
was the accredited agent of the Government, 
anrl the Committee were therefore bound to vote 
the money. The hon. members for l<'ortitncle 
V alley a1id Townsville said that £700 a year 
was quite sufficient pay fur a commandant, but 
he had not the slighte:;t doubt that Colonel 
Scra,tchley, in n1aking the selection and holding 
out the inducement, was doin\1 the best he could 
for the colony at the time. '1 here was no reason 
to suppose that he volunteered to give that 
£200 additional salary for >~ny other reason 
than that it was necessary. He had not done it 
out of hiemlsbip for Colonel French, and it was 
simply because he could not get a suitable man 
for less money that he had pledged the colony to 
the extent he had done. He (Mr. J<'oxton) might 
inform hem. members that £800 was not such a 
very large salary for a connnand~tnt, and was not 
as high a sal:uy as was paid in Victoria. The 
e1nohunei1ts of the Vict()rian curnn1andant 
anwunted to son1ething like twelve or fifteen 
hundred pounds a year, all things included. 
\Vhen ho11. member,, vut travelling expenses in the 
shape of renmneration, the Committee had come 
to '"sorry pass. Hon. me m hers .should bear in 
mind that Colonel I<'rench, w hiie here, lost his 
chanm_·· of being etuployed iu active serYice, which 
waR a matter of great considera,tion tn the rr1en1R 
ben; of the profeHHion. rrJwn again, if he had gone 
to T nclia he would have r·eceived 11 higher salary 
than he ''"''" g-etting here. The salary did not 
seem to him (:\lr. Foxton) to be ltt all out of the 
wcty, seeing the salaries that were jlltid to officers 
of experience elsewhere. 
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The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said the 
hon. member was nnw looking at the matter 
as a military man. He had been trying to 
exphtin that, no matter whether instructions 
were given to Colonel Scratchley or not, the 
colony was bound by what he did. That was 
not the legal aspect of the matter. 

Mr. FOXTON: I explained it from an 
honourable point of view. 

The Ho~. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: From a 
military point of view ; the hon. member having 
dropped the legal point of view. Of course, 
if the Government considerecl that they 
were in honour bound to ~(ive the increase, 
then it mnst be given. But l~e wished to ntise 
another point. The £3,!\10 did not represent 
the amount that the permanent staff cost, 
bec,use by looking at the schedule it would be 
seen that there were also allowances. He thought 
that from the consideration the Premier had 
given to the permanent staff he should be able 
to suggest how the cost could be reduced. They 
were not military men on that Committee ; but 
he felt that £3,510 was too much to expend on 
a staff for W<>rking a volunteer force, which was 
to cost £20,000. He felt very sorry to see that, 
because three years ago the military authorities 
"got over" that House to pass an inordinate 
expenditure, and having got that, they now came 
forward, and by simply altering the rules and 
regulations into the llill that had been passed by 
that House, asked that the amounG should 
be doubled. He thought that some suggestions 
ought to come frum the Government as to the 
reduction of the amount. He (Sir T. lVfcil
wraith) could not say what amount oug-ht to 
be left out; but he said, generally, that .£3,510 
was a large an1ount for working the Volunteer 
Force. 

The COLONIAl, SECRBTARY said he did 
n0t see how the amount could be reduced. The 
Comrnancbnt and Brigade-lYlajor were of course 
necessary; and the Infantry Staff-officer had 
been engaged specially in India to come 
here. The sergeant-instructor in gunnery, a.nd 
the sergea.nt-int~tructor in subrnarine mining and 
engineering, were engagecl in England under the 
late Government, and at fixed agreements for 
three years. The armourer-sergeant was a nP';es
sary appointment, because he had charge of the 
arms; and the clerk and storekeeper was abso
lutely necessary for the work in the office. 'rh en, 
a.s to the drill-sergeants, it would be poor 
economy to strike them nut. On careful con
sideration, therefore, he did not see how the item 
could be reduced. 

Mr. I<OO'l'E said he could eee that it was the 
intention of the Committee to pass the item. 
The economical portion of the Committee con
sitlered that, for the monoy that had been passed 
for the Volunteer Force from time to time, the 
colony hacl nnt seen 20s. in 'alue. Still the 
S<Lllle thing was to be repeated. Hon. members 
on the other side thought the whole item ought 
to be reduced to £20,000, yet the first item was 
an increase of £200. BuG the present OppoBition 
were in puwer when the arrangement with the 
Commandant was mftde, and therdore they 
ought to know what it wa". The le>tder of the 
Opposition s>tid he did not remember what took 
place. Tt was not to be supposed that he could 
remember every particular of the bminess, but 
he ought to know enough to oay what kind of 
understanding there was. However, he could 
see that the vote wonld go through. Hon. mem
bers on the other side would probably agTee to 
the heavier items, and then the smaller amounts 
would be cut down. That would be "straining 
at a gnat and swallowing a camel." If that £900 
was passed, he should certainly go in for all the 
rest. If they were to cut down at all, they 

ought to begin at the top ; but he hoped the 
Committee would not waste time over it. He 
should support the mnendment if it went to a 
division. 

Mr. BLACK said the hon. member for 
Bundauba seemed to have made up his mind that 
the whole a1nount \Vas going to pass; but he 
(Mr. Black) was not quite certain aboHt that. 
It depended very much upon hon. members 
on the other side. He knew that hon. mem
bers on tho Opposition side were extremely dis
contented at the expense of the Volunteer l<'orce. 
If the cost of management, which they were now 
considering, was not going to be cut do\vn, he had 
no intention of trying to diminish the pay of the 
volunteers. \Vhen the Defence Bill was before 
the Committee it seemed to him that they were 
nearly all diflsatisfied with the volunteer flystem, 
and now was the time for hon. members to show 
Lhat they were sincere in the \'iews they ex
pressed then. He cl id not consider the financial 
state of the colony justified them in lauuching 
forth into additional expense, as they were doing 
year after year. It was impossible to say what 
the expense would swell to. They were asked to 
vote at the rate of £3,1,000 a year for the volun
teers alone; while the naval defence, which was 
of infinitely greater importance than the land 
defence, was not provided for at all. That, in 
his opinion, would cost £15,000 more. He 
was Cjuite prepared to let the first item go 
to the vote to test the feelings of the Com
mittee, and if there appeared to be a likeli
hood of sufficient support being obtained for 
the views held by hon. members on his sicle 
of the Committee, there would be a reason
able prospect of reducing the inordinate expen
diture on the Defence Ji'orce. He knew that there 
was a great deal of ill-feeling amongst the volun
teers, and that they did not look upon the new 
scheme as likely to lead to any better results than 
the old one. 

1\fr. SALKELD said he was glad to hear the 
hem. member for l\Iackay say that if the lnrg·er 
amounts were passed he did not intend to vote 
for any reduction in the smaller items. He was 
sorry to hear the statement of the Premier, that 
they were in some way bound in honour to pay 
the amount put down for the Commandant; and 
he thought that in a matter of that kind they 
should have a fuller explanation. He thought 
in cases where there was no urgency the 
(}overnmont shonld not promise any large 
amount without its being pr,ssed by the House, 
and he did not think that was an urgent 
case. If they paid such a high salary to one 
man, it almost necessarily enbiled increased ex
penditure in other directions, to avoid too great 
a disparity between the salaries of the varimm 
officers. He thought an expenditnre of £20,000 
would be ample for the present. Of colll'HE', cir
curnstancos might arise when all the money they 
spent in the year would not be snfficient, but it 
was of no w:;e taking acconnt of such extreine 
pos,ibilities cts that. He did not wish the Gov
ernment to do auything that looked like repudia
tion; but if they had giveu no ]Jromise in that 
matter, he thonght they might consent to a 
reduction in the item. 

Mr. KELL:ETT saitl that after the explana
tion given by the Colonial Secretary he thought 
tlutt every member of the Committee who hat! 
any idea of juRtice or right was in honour bounLi 
to vote for the sal:try pnt on the .Estimate,; 
for the Commandant. He was satisfied that 
Colonel Rcratchley had made a promise of 
a higher salary than £700, and he thonght 
that he was verfectly authorised to do so. 
He understoocl that the engngement was only 
for three years, and few men would care to 
accept the position of commandant for three 
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years without a fair remunemtion. They were 
in honour hound to carry out the promise mftde 
by Colonel Scratchley. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said the 
!wn. n;tember for BnndanbfL was perfectly wrong 
m saymg tlmt the m>1tter was arranged by the 
last Government. Colonel Scmtchley was in
structed to engage an officer at £700 a year, and 
was confined to that amount. He had no power 
to hold out any promise of a further amount. 
So f::tr as he was concerned, there was no honour 
connected with it. Colonel Scratchley, in hold
ing out a promise of that sort, was justified 
in doing this : He 1night, frotn his position, 
have said, "I will recommend to the Govern-
111cnt to give an active officer of your a,bility an 
additional sum"; but, so far as the Govemn1ent 
were concerned, they were not in honour bound 
to give Colonel French a single f:-trthing 1nore. 

Mr. ::\IACF ARLANE st1id he was surprised Dot 
the views of the hon. mmnher forStanley, who said 
that, because Colonel Scratchley had promised, 
the JY[inistry were in honour bound to give that 
advance. \V ere the Committee willing to delegate 
their power to Colonel Scratchley as to what 
salarie'' were to be voted by that Cmruuittee? He, 
for one, never should delegate the power to 
vote away one farthing of the country's money 
to any man, or to any .:\Iinistry either. It was 
their right to vote the salaries of every officer 
and every Civil servant, and they ought not to 
vote away that power. 

Mr. FOXTON said he still held to the view 
that they were bound in honour to pay that sum 
to Colonel French. He would point out to hem. 
n!embers who appeared to re~ard the pecuniary 
v1ew of the matter as most 1mportant~though 
that was by no nie2HlS the most important~ 
that there was an actmtl gain to the colony 
at the present time by granting th"'t money"; 
because they formerly paicl an inspecting officer, 
who occupied much the same rank as the present 
Comm::mdant, £235 a year --and he could say 
from his own experience that that insvectin•;
oflicer did verY little. He did not know ho~v 
often that officer visited the colqny, but it was 
not very often. As a volunteer he only saw him 
once. They were thus actually saving £35 a year 
to the colony by the arrangement which had 
been made. 

::Vfr. ANNEAll said it was well known that 
the hon. member for CDornarvon was entirely in 
love with the Defence Bill n.s passed by' the 
House. Now, he was not in love with the 
llH'>"'nre at all; and he thanked the hon. leader 
of the Opposition for the very liberal proposi
tion he had nutde in suggesting a vote of 
£20,000 for the Volunteer Service of the 
colony. Not one word had been said about 
the past services of the volunteers. He main
tained that the past services of the volunteers 
would, two years hence, prove to be ten ti1nes 1nore 
important tlutt the proposed system as carriecl 
out by Colonel French. They lmd, it was true a 
staff and brigacle office in Brisbane but wh~t 
rlid they do ? \Vhat was the state or' the Volun
teer Force of the colony at the present time ? 
Colonel French had been here twelve month;; 
and the force was in a deplomble state. H~ 
knew that the ink W<tS already dry on many 
notices of re:-)ignation which would be Rent in front 
officers and men should the force be handed over 
to the tender mercies of Colonel French. They 
were paying a large sun1 of n1oney, and what for'? 
Let them look at the battery in the Gardens and 
at the disgmceful state of the guns at Lytton. 
The proposed salary was an enormous salary 
illlb' l to give to Colonel French~a gentleman 
wlwoe practical abilities they knew nothin" 
abont. Men of position said they were takin:;_ 
him on chance, and that his engagement was ~ 

speculfttive thing altogether. They had no re
liable infmmation that that gentleman was all 
that had been biked about him. He knew that 
not only in Brisbane, but in many towns of the 
colony, the present officers in the Brigade Of!ice 
were not liked by the men. They lmd no 
sympathy with the men, and the men had no 
sympathy with them. 'I' he. men showed their dis
like to some of thoRe gentlemen by omitting to in
vite them ton, recent baw1net. It was too much to 
speml £28,000 on chance. The plan would eud 
in uttet· failure, aud before twelve months were 
over they might have to send for Colonel Drury to 
t>tke comnmnd, and for J\ir. Blaxlancl and all the 
gentlemen who had been a credit to the force and 
the colony. They hac! had a volunteer force pure 
am\ simple, and the officers had found their own 
unifornlH and had p11id their own expen:-;es, a.ccept
ing no e1noltnnents whatever frorn the State; and 
if such were the case in the past they coul<l do 
the same thing again. Colonel J<'rench ehould be 
told he was not in Ireland, bnt in a free country, 
and that his proposed system should be clone 
away with altogether. If not, it would be a 
failure and m1 utter disaster. He looked upon 
the present officers as very good drawing-romn 
officers, first-rate companions of the ladies, and 
all that sort of thing, but not the sort of men 
wctnted for the colony. 

The Ho:;-. Sm T. MciLWRAITH asked 
if he was to understand that those members of 
the Volunteer :Force who were not invited were 
not liked by the men. If that were the case he 
should like to know who were there. He should 
also like to know what were the feelings of the men 
connected with the force. It was [tstonishing 
how very little information could be got about 
the matter. There was not much sense or 
reason in the letters in the newspapers. He 
could not fathom them, or sec exactly where the 
grounds of diosatisfaction were. He wished some 
one would tell the Committee what the griev
ances of the men and officers were. 

!VIr. ANNEAR said he gained his information 
from the columns of the Cott1'iel'. There were 
present at the banrtuet to which he referred, 
u gentlmnn.n, a good :ml{lier, n,nd a credit to the 
force~Majm' JY1ein, Colonel Blaxland, >tnd he 
thou~ht Captain Foxton. But he could not help 
noticing that the name" of Colonel French '"nd 
Major Moore did not appear as being present. 

Mr. :B'OXTON said that he and Colonel 
French were not present at the banquet, 
simply because it took place on the night of the 
collision at Darra, 8nd they were waiting at the 
railwaY station tilllO o'clock with the intention 
of goiiig hut were unn,ble. 

Mr. ANNEAR "'"id he referred to what took 
place last week. 

Mr. FOXTON said it was only fair, then, 
tlmt the hon. member should properly inform 
himself as to the facts before making statements 
to the Committee. That was a banquet, or sort 
of jollifim1.tion amongst the infantry officers and 
men, 8,nd with which the artillery had nothing 
whatever to do. Consequently, no artillery or 
engineer officers were ptesent. If that was all 
the hon. member had against Colonel French 
it was very harmless. The hon. member also 
talked about the disgraceful state of the guns 
at Lytton. 'They were, as a matter of fact, in 
splendid condition. He (Mr. J<'oxton) had seen 
the guns on board the "Nelson," and he ven
tured to >my that the guns at Lytton were in' 
equally as good condition, and equally as well 
kept, as those on board Her .Majesty's ships. 

Mr. ANNJ~AH said he had nothing against 
Colonell<'rench ; but he had yet to learn that he 
was to debarred front con1Inenting on what he 
knew to be facts, by C:>,ptain Foxton, the hon. 
member fur C<U'narvon. 
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The I-IoK . • T. 2VL l\IACIWRSAX said that if 
each itmn was to be lli;-;cnf.ist~d at such lrmuth 
they wonld not get thrnngh the Colonia.l Se~;re
tary\; _Estilnntes in }p..;;s th~tn t" o 1nnnthx. }Le 
rose 11ow :.:pecial1.r to a;;;k the Colonial Secretary 
to make a further expbnation with regard to 
General Steward. \\~ "'" that officer paid on com· 
mission ?-because if so, the more he ordered the 
nwre nwney he would receive. 

The COLONIAL SECHETARY replied that 
wh_e11 1 •rofes~ional nwn in l::ugland were euJl)lo,yed 
aH InHpecting officer~ they ·were usually 1 ltti<l on 
COll111IisF:inn. rJ'he goods Wt~l'8 1lt lt ordered by 
Geneml Steward, although hio ad vice was taken 
as to the best things to order. The imlent was 
sent frmn Brisbane in the onlinary conr.:·w. 

Mr. NORTOX said that, with regard to the 
increase to Colonel French, he was very glad to 
hear the statement rna<le by the Colonial 
Secretary. Although the gentleman who acted 
for the Government rlirl his <lnty, he had placecl 
the Committee in a rather unfortunate position. 
There was no doubt th11t when Colonel French 
arranged to cmne to (tueenslaud he l1id so on 
the distinct understanding that the increased 
:;nun, thoug-h not nctuillly guaranteed, would be 
recornmencled in such a form that the Com
mittee conlcl hardly refuse to grant it. It wao 
not competent for hon. members not fnlly 
acquainted with the CirCUJTJStances to judge fc;r 
themsel \"es how the matter stood ; they were 
bound to tnu-;t a goo(l dt"al to the repre1>,entations 
made by the Coloni:cl SecretMy. because he had 
all the facts before him. On those representa
tions he felt bound to votB fm the increase, in 
ca:-;e a division wa::; called npon it; altbongh he 
was exceedingly sorry that the Colllmittee had 
been placed in such a position. 

The HoN. Sm T. M elL WRAITH said he was 
much exercised by the threat held ont by wme 
hon. members that if the vote vvas not treated 
on it, merits, and the Committee decided accord
ing to its judgrnent U].I011 it, they wonld nHtke 
no fnrther attempt to reduce the expenrliture on 
the force. That would be a most unfair pro. 
ceeding. The Colonial Secretary could put the 
nmtter right by being a little more explicit in 
describing· how far the Committee were bound. 
Accmding to his recollection, Colonel Scmtchley 
was simply entrusted with the respon,iblity of 
selecting an officer who \Vas V) han-: n ~alary of 
£700 a yefLr, and no iniiltrnctiow..; were given ttJ 
hhn to holcl out any prospect of a htrger sun1. 
If there rea11y wnre no Knch instruction::;, the 
qum.;tion could be cmmidered entirely nn its 
lllerits ; and he -:;honld vote for the reJuction. 
Bnt the Colonhtl Secretary could easily pnt hon. 
memhers rig·ht on that point. 

The COLONIAL SECJ-lETARY 'ai<l he had 
already explained the matter very fully. Instmc
tions were given to Colonel Scratchley to engage 
an officer as comn1:1ndant at a Ralary of £700 a 
year. Colonel Scratcbley thought it would be 
diflicult to get a competent officer at that rate, 
other colonies being also, at that tin1e, in st:>arch 
of similar officers ; and recommended that an 
increased amount should be given. That recmu
mendation was sent to the Government ; and he 
felt bound, under the circnmstauces, to ask 
the Committee to sanction the increase. 

The HoK. J. J\f. MACROSSAN said he 
understood that Colonel French's :>rmy rank was 
that of a major in the artillery, the p::iy of which 
was lGs. a day, or less than nne-half of £700 a 
year; and il; seemed extraordinary that they 
could not g..t an officer of that rank to accept 
£700 u. yenr, with a gnara,ntee of three or tive 
years' employment. Colm;el Scratchley must 
have gone far beyond hiH im:;trnctinn~, or any 
iuterpretn.tion of the in><tructions he received 

from the colony ; and he did not see where the 
point of horwnr catne in which bound theu1 to 
~npport the propn~ed incren .. se. 

The COLONIAL SECHETARY said he had 
pointed ont the exact circumstances of the case. 
Clllonel Scratchlcy was at the time the advising 
officer of all the Australian Governments, and 
what weight would be atbtched to a promise 
rua.(le by an offieer in his po::;ition hon. me1nbers 
conld jmlge for themselves. The recommenda
tion having 1Jeen ntado in accordance with the 
J•romise, he felt bound to ask the Committee 
to give effect to it. 

The Hox. Sm T. 1\IciL\VRAITH sairl the 
hon. gentleman was hound to ask the Committee. 
He had a.skerl the Colonial Secret:1ry if anything 
lmd pas•;ed between either the present Govern
ment <1r the late Government 11nd Colonel 
Scmtchll'Y that wonld lead hinr to suppose that 
he had authority to go beyond the £700 a year? 
rrhe nmnver was, "No." It was ridiculous for 
Colonel Scratchley to assume such a position. 
He was their adviser for a long time, but he had 
no right to aBsurne that nny recommendation 
that he might mctke would be at once acted upon 
by the Government. 

The COLOXIAL SECRETARY said there 
wa::; nothing- to bind the G-overnn1ent except 
the oblig"tion of honour. He w:1s not really 
more bonnd to vote the money than any other 
hon. member. Colonel Scratchley was not 
authorised to make any bargain, but only to 
engage an officer at £700 a year. 

The HoN. Sm T. i\lciL vVHAITH said that 
suppo~o he iw,tructed an agent in Melbourne to 
engage a nuLn for hiTn at £500 a year, and he 
engaged one at £GOO, and recommended that 
he should he given £700, when he (Sir T. 
Mcilwraith) had made up his mind that £500 
w,;s enough, would it be dishonest to tell him 
that if he would not take £500 he could go ? 
His agent would have exceeded his instructions. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said that 
when the confidential agent of the Government, 
in accordance \vhh a prornise he had given, wrote 
to them that he had engaged an officer and 
promioed to make a recommendation to the 
Government to increase his pay, he (the Colonial 
Secretary) considered himself bound. In such a 
case he should, for his part, feel bound by the 
prm11ise of hi::; agent. 

1\lr. KELLETT sai<l the case f[Uoted by 
the hou. gentlernnn about ernploying an agent 
in ~\lelbonrne """" quite different from the 
l""ition of Colonel Scmtchley in London. 
Colonel Scmtchlev told Colonel li'rench that 
he vms authorised "by the Government to employ 
him to go to the colony, and it never entered his 
head that his recmil11leiHlation would not have 
been faithfully carried out when that officer 
arrived in the colony. He had no doubt that 
C'olonel 1-i,rench would never haYe corne out 
unless he considered that recommendation would 
be accepted; but, having con1e here, he was told 
that Colonel Scratchley was nobody bec:cuse he 
h:ul no written agree1wmt. How was Colonel 
French to know that? He was perfectly satisfied 
that a. recmrnncnclation n1ade by a gentleman of 
Colonel Scratchley'K standing Rhould be carried 
out, and that he should receive an increaHe. 

J\fr. 1\L\CF AHLANE "aid that, suppose 
Colonel Scratchley had recommended that the 
Gov-ernment should pay Colonel French £ii00 in 
advance, would the (+overnment have felt 
themRelves lHnmd to pay th11t sum? If they 
were not in honour bound to pay £BOO, they were 
not in hononr bound to pay J:700. 

1\lr. NORTON said there w:1s one point he 
wonld J·efer to. The Premiet· sairl the recom
mewlation had been made to Colonel Scmtchley 
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nntl by Colonel Reratchley that it wonld be best 
tn get :en officer at I:700 a year. \V L'l'e thnsc 
repre,.,entation~ Illado by Colonel ScratchlPy to 
the Government before Colonel J<'rench w:cs 
engaged·? 

'rhe COLOXL\.L RECRETARY: Not be
fore. 

1\Ir. XORTON said he had understood that 
it was before the engagm11ent was 1nade. If it 
had been made before, the Government would 
have been bound to carry it out. 

The COLOXIAL SECRETARY sairl instruc
tions \t:.·ere given, and the arrangen1ent wm; 1nade 
by the Agent-Geneml and Colonel Scmtchley, 
and he thought Colonel Drury was there too. 
Representations had been ruade to Colonel 
Scmtchley by the military authorities, and by 
Colonel Scmtchley to the Government. 

::\Ir. KATES said that, had the statement not 
been made by the Colonial Secretary that the 
Government was morally b.,tmd tn gmnt the in
crease, he should certr.inly have op[Hlsed it ; but 
from what he could gather the Government had, 
through Colonel Scratchley, engaged Colonel 
French, and tha,t Colonel Scratchley had acted 
as agent for the Government. 

Amendment put, and the Committee divided:
An:s, 18. 

Sir T. :J.icihvraith, "Jlessrs. Xorton, Black, Aland, 
)lacrossan, Annear, 3Ic ''rllannell, 1Yhite. Buckland, 
I~oote. Salkeld, Grimes, :Jincfttrlane, ::\Iidgley, lligson, 
Horwitz, Bailey, and JiorPton. 

:Xm:s, 23. 
:;_\'Iessrs. :Miles, Archer, Rutledge, Griffith, Dic"k:s011, 

Chubb, Brookm-1, Jordan, lsambert, Lalor, Kellctt, 
]<'oxton, Beattie, Kates. Ussncr. :Jicllor, Palmrr, Fcrgnson, 
Stevens, .J.lacdonald-Paterson, '1'. Camp bell, Dutton, and 
Sheridan. 

Question resolved in the negative. 
Question-That £3,510 be granted for the 

Permanent Staff. 
::\Ir. MIDGLEY said, during the debate he 

had been standing at ease, or sitting at ease ; 
because he thought there were quite enoug-h in 
the Committee to fight the battle. The Com
mittee having divided on the question, he had a 
further amendment to prnpo8e-namely, that 
the item be reduced by £1.')0. If he 'tudied 
his own inclination he would move that 
it be reduced by £19\J ; but in deference to 
tbe feelings of hnn. gentlemen he had adopted 
the other course. There was a :Ministry pro
posing to give a nu1n nwre ~alary than they 
were paid themselves, and as far as he under· 
stood there was nothing binding upon the 
G-overnrr1ent, the country, or the Con1n1ittee. 
They were going to give that gentlernan 1nore 
than the Commissioner for Hailways, and no 
one would s:ty that there was any comparison 
between the work of the two men. They would 
probably have several divisions on the item; 
but he proposed now that it be reduced by 
£150. 

Mr. }'OOTE said he was only going to say a few 
words. He was not going· to support the motion 
of the hon. gentleman, because he had been long 
enour;h in the House to accept defeat when he 
got it. The sense of the Committee had been 
taken, an cl they had decided that the vote should 
rema.in; but riow it \Vas proposed to reopen a 
question that had been worn threadbare. 
He could not support the hon. member 
in a factious opposition, and assist in w:.tst
ing the time of the Cmnmittee when there was 
other serious business before it. He certainly 
thought the hon. member shoulrl accept defeat 
in good temper, and withdncw his amendment. 
~'here were plenty of othet· items to be voted, 
and he had no doubt that before they got 
through them they woulcl find they h;vl done con
ijidemJ,le sen·ie<' after all. 

::\{r SAT.KELD sr.id he did not agree 
with the hon. nwmlJer f<H· Bundanbn. J le 
understood the Premier to say that the 
Conunittee WfLS in houonr bound to give the 
increase, but no a·nount was n1entioued. 
\Vhen he heard the fimtl explan<etion he came to 
the conclusion that the Committee were not bound 
either legally or momlly, and he really hoped the 
amendment would be accepted. In that mLse an 
incree1se of £.')0 a year would be given, and he 
was sure that no one conld stty then that the 
ofucer was underpaid. Compared with other 
officers of the service who had had to 
work up, aud had a great mnonnt of respons~bi
lity, the Commandant would be too well pmd ; 
but if an increase was neces:o::try at all he was 
inclined to adopt the suggestion that a bonus of 
£100 should be given to the (lfficer in time of war. 
The hon. member for Camarvon had said that 
the Commandant had lost the chance of promo
tion in India and elsewhere through con1ing out 
here ; but it struck him (:\Ir. Salkeld) that he 
also had lost the chance of getting killed, and 
that ought to b.tlancc things. He hoped the 
Oornn1itter>: would a~ree to the amendn1ent ; 
becnnse if they passed the vote they could not 
fairly refuse to agree to the other items. He 
was quite sure if the increase had been to a rail
way porter or a working: man all prmnises would 
have been set aside, and that made him feel very 
much disappointed with the Government in 
trying to force the vote upon the Committee. 

The Ho:s. Sm '1'. MciLWH.AITH said he 
was sure the promises of the House to a work
man or anyone else would be equ'1lly respected, 
and be certainly should not have voted on the 
other side of the Committee if any promise had 
been g-iven by the Government. }~ut for all that 
he believed in fair fighting, and he thought they 
had g"Ot the sense o~ the Committee that the salary 
was to stand as 1t was. If the hon. member 
for Fassifern really thought he harl. a chance of 
inducing sorne 1ne1nber.s to vote for the reduction, 
he could understand the motion being made ; 
but he did not think there was the slightest 
reason to believe that those who voted against 
the redu~tion of the whole sum would now 
vote for the motion as propo.<ed. He did not 
think it fair to t>tke up the time of the Com
mittee in dividing, and trying to induce members 
to vote with the minority. That was not fair 
fighting. If the hon. member really thought he 
could conv8lt any other n1e1uLers, he was en
titled to try; but he would advise him to with
draw his opposition and not waste the time of 
the Cmrnnittee, because there was ~erionR work 
before; them, and he hoped they wonld materially 
reduce the other items. 

::\fr. Bl~CKLAND said he voted fnr the 
motion of the hon. member for Ipswich, believing 
that £700 was sufficient and fair rmy for a com
mandant. As they had sustained an honourable 
defeat he was quite satisfied. He should not· 
vote for the amendment. 

::\Ir. MIDG LEY said he had hoped, on making 
the amendment, that certain hem. members 
would clutnge their minds. Notwithstanding 
the explanation that had been gi;-en, which, to 
his mind, showed that they were not obliged t,, 
give the increa.se, some hon. n1en1ber::; voted 
for it because they thought the Government 
were bonnd by honom to give it. The hon. 
1nen1 ber for X orthern Downb wa~ one of thoRe 
hon. members; and it ought to entirely satisfy 
hi::; conscience- seeing th::tt he had expre::;sed 
his opinion that the mnount was too large~if 
smne inerease \V a~ given. The increa,se uow 
1 ,n,poseJ \Vas a very re:~pectable one-- nH>re 
than "\Vas given to a good 1na.ny officers. who, 
in other deptcrtments, hrL<l ginm years of faithful 
service to the colony. He would point ont th~tt 
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there was a danger of over-estimating the value 
of professional services ; that was tth·eady seen 
in professional life ; they were constantly dis
]JOsed to overmte and to overpay profes
sional services. He did not hold such an 
exalted idea of professional services over othAr 
service;;; as sotne people, though he recognised a 
certain amount of difference. He had moved the 
amendment because some hon. members voted 
for the increase, believing a pledge had been 
given; and he intended to give the Committee 
another opportunity of dividing on the C[Uestion. 

Amendment put, and the Committee divided:-
A YES, 13. 

F:iir T. :JicUwraith, Messrs. :.uacrossan. Rlack, Annenr, 
\Yhite. l"oote, Salkeld. Grimes, Honvitz, Higsou, :J:Iidgley, 
3Iacfarlane, and }Ioreton. 

XOES, 25. 
l\fe~"'rs. ::'liiles, Archer, Rntleclge, Dickson, Bailey, 

ClmlJb. Cl-riflitli, }1oxton, l'almer. Shcridan. Dntton, 
3-lacdonald-Paterson, SteYens, l~ergnson, Mellor, Kntes, 
I~issner, l~nckland, Ht,.nttie, Kellett, Lalor, Is.amlJert, 
Jordan, T. Omnpbell, and Brookes, 

Question resolved in the negative. 
Mr. BEATTIE said he desired to call the 

attention of the Committee to the permanent 
force. The permanent staff officers con
nected with the permanent force, and the 
majority nf the officers, were artillery officers. 
Even the Commandant himself was an artillery 
officer. The whole of the artillery force was to 
be stationed at Bri,bane, except the garrison 
artillery, at Townsville. There was provision for 
thirteen drill instructors, one at £1ii0, three at £80, 
a!Hl nine at £GO. Now there was a company of 
infantry at JYlackay, one at Gympie, one at 
JHaryborough, one at Hockhampton, and one 
at Townsville; anrl he would like to know 
whethe!' the drill instructors were to be infantry 
or al'tillery instructors. It was a perfect waste 
of money to have all those drill instructors, 
especially if three or four of them were to remain 
in Brisbane. The whole force was an artillery 
force; and he would like to ask how many 
artillery instructors there were in the thirteen 
drill instructors. 

The COLO~IAL SECRETARY said that 
ten out of the thirteen were infantry instructors. 
The hon. member was quite under a delusion if 
he supposed the whole force was to be an artillery 
force. 

Mr. BEATTIE said he did not expect there 
would be ten artillery.instructors. Three were 
quite enough to instruct two corps. 

Mr. ANNEAR said the Colonial Secretary 
had stated that the new system was to have a 
fair triaL He wit;hed to know what time the hon. 
member thought should be allowed to discover 
whether the system was a success or not. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he was 
afraid that Wa8 rather a conundrum. It was 
impos,,ible to say exactly; it depended a good 
deal upon the Minister. If he was determined 
to make it a succ88s, it would not take very long 
to find out whether it would be a success or not. 

Mr. BLACK asked out of what vote t.he 
allowances would come for the permanent staff
£200 for the Cmmnamhnt, £150 for the brigade
major, £50 for the infantry stnff officer, £ii0 for 
the serg·eant-instructor in gunnery, and £?i0 fur 
the RPrgeant-instn1Ctor in fmbn1arine n1ining-. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said they 
were provided for amongst the contingencies at 
the en et of the EtJtinmtes, in the iten1s '' Hort:ling 
guns, forage, lodging and tra veiling allowanceH, 
repairR and contingencie~, £2,500." 

JVIr. SALKJU,D asked for how long a term the 
Commandant was engaged. IV n.s it for the term 
of his natural life? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : For three 
years. 

Mr. HORWITZ said they had voted an 
increase of £400 a year to one officer, who had 
an allowance of 30s. a day for travelling eX] lenses. 
He saw that nine drill-sergeants were down at 
£GO a year; he would like to know if that was 
enough for good 1nen? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said it was 
sufficient remuneration for the services they per
formed. They were not employed all the year 
round. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL SECRETARY proposed 

that there be granted a sum of £4,G03 for salaries 
and allowances for the Permanent I1'orce and 
School of Instruction for six months. 

The Ho/,". Sm T. M elL WRAITH said the 
hon. gentleman had got into a difficulty which 
he would have avoided if he had accepted the 
advice to take a general reduction. He (Sir T. 
l\Icilwraith) wtts now going to propose a reduc
tion of that amount to one-half. He thought that, 
fm a commencement, half of it was quite enough 
for a permanent force and school of instruction. 
He did not think the experience of the permanent 
force in New South Wales had been so favour
able that they ought to rush into an expenditure 
of £10,000 a year right off. He thoug·ht the esti
mate could stand a reduction of one-half without 
interfering with the efficiency of the force at all. 
If at the end of the first year the~- found the 
force was efficient, and likely to be made more 
efficient by extension, they could vote more 
money afterwards. When he said half. !he 
amount he did not mean that they were grvmg 
the Government authority to expend half of it
he knew they would not spend half of it ; he 
meant that the permanent force should be re
duced by exactly a half. His motion was that 
the amount of £4,G03 be reduced by one-half. 

The COLONIAL SECRETAHY said the 
hon. member did not seem really to be fighting 
the matter in the spirit of fairness, or with the 
intention of g·i ving the system a fair trial. If he 
had the desire to reduce the number of men one
half, that did not involve the reduction of the 
vote one-half. A great deal of the vote was not 
solely for the officers of the permanent force, but 
fur allowances to members of the Volunteer Force 
who were attending the camp of instruction. 
There was a provision for one captain an cl four 
lieutenants, £98G, and that sum could not be 
reduced without deliberately striking at the 
efficiency of the defence force. One of the prin
cipal objects of the permanent force was that 
they should be a school of instruction, and the hon. 
member wanted to strike out the pupils of that 
school of instruction. Then there W>ts£1,475down 
for non-commissioned officers and men, and he 
would strike out httlf of that too. If he did not 
want the permanent force let him say so, 
but to attempt to destroy it in that manner 
was not fa.ir and open opposition. The 
clothing, rations for horses, and medical 
attendance might be reduced if half the 
men were struck off, but many of the items 
could not be reduced without impairing the 
ef!iciencv. If the hnn. member would propose 
£3,000 for the services of the half-year, he was 
prepared to accept that as a beginning. 

The HoN. Sm T. MoiLWRAITH said that 
before tea the hon. gentleman argued that 
they should not tamper with the vote, as the 
reduction of the vote would really have the effect 
of reducing the men to very little. He must 
have seen since that that argument told very 
strongly against himself. vV as it not an extra
ordinary organisation of a permanent force by 
which if they reduced half the men they only took 
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away £1,200 from the £(),207? Coulcl they not 
possibly reduce the other items in proportion? 
J\'"ow, the hon. member had managed tofossick up 
the idea, after consultation with Colonel :French, 
that some of those items coulrl not be interfered 
with. He (Sir T. ~fciiwraith) proposed to have 
a less number of officers and men under instruc
tion, and designedly so. He held that half the 
number of men, at a cost of £5,000, were 
perfectly sufficient for the first year to try 
Colonel French's experiment. The hon. member 
now said £G,OOO, and the difference did not seem 
much. But he wanted to l1ffirm a principle. If 
the compromise were ml1de, would the hon. 
gentlernan ast-\i8t hirn in getting the whole ex
]Jenses of the force per annum rerluced? He 
Wl1ntcd to reduce the total amount of £34,000 by 
a third, or to between £20,000 or £23,000. It W"-S 
f,a,id thnt he waK by hi:-; action disgniHing an 
attempt to destroy the force. He did not 
think so. He had explainer! hh; ideas on the 
Defence Bill, and had not disguised his opinions 
'"' to the permanent force. The defence force 
was a great deal too expensive, and far too 
expensive an experiment to entrust to Colonel 
French. If they spent £20,000 on his ideas, 
they had gone quite far enough until they saw 
whether the development proposed for the 
colony was Rnfficient. 

The COLO:-fiAL SECRETARY said he had 
asked at the rate of £G,OOO for the first year, 
because he did not think it could be prhsible to 
do with a less sum. He had understood that the 
hon. gentlen1an was in favour of a perrnanent 
force, but what was the use of a permanent force 
of twenty? 

The Ho"'. Sm T. MolL WRAITH said he 
wonld give him fifty-three and a-half men. 

The COLO""IAL SBCRET~I..RY said they 
could nut divide a captain into two. They could 
not have half a chief instructor or half"' gunner. 
He said he could nmnage with £G,OOO for the 
first ycD;r, although that was not reducing one
half, for the simple reason that it was not 
capable of being reduced by one-half. It was 
<tnite impossible to reduce the vote to £20,000, 
and retain the principle they had fixed. There 
would be £3,000, and £3,!100, and £7,000, say 
£13,000, which left £7,000 for contingencies. 
That might be done by starving the force ; 
sending them to practice or to drill without 
rifles or cartridges, to fire caps. That would 
be to insult the volunteers, and that was 
where the mistake had been marle before, or 
in not giving sufficient opportunities for drill. 
What was the nse of telling men to take out 
their rifle;; without powder and shot? It would 
be insulting them. One corps of volunteers 
served three ye•ns without rifles, but that sort of 
thing could not be expected to go on always. 
The amount last year for artillery and infantry 
was £7,940, and the previous ye•w £,), 720. 'rlns 
ye,;r he only asked for £7, 200-a reduction of 
£700. He could not agree to reduce that 
fmther. 'rhere only renmined the contingen
cies, in which there might, perhaps, be omitted 
the items 'lf £1,750 for the purcha;;e of a 
torpedo launch, £1,000 for additional companies, 
and £!500 for stores for them-making a total nf 
£:3,2~0. "With respect to the vote at present 
under discussion, he hoped the Committee would 
give the sum of £G,OOO, which wonlcl be suffi
cient for the first year, with a htrgely recluced 
stflff. 

Mr. BEATTIE said there were two items in 
the vote which seemed to need explanation. He 
noticed that there were, under instruction, one 
captain at l4s. a clay, and four lieutenant,; at 
10s. a rlay-J,ennanent officers. 

The COLO""IAL SECRETARY: They are 
volunteer" officers. 

Mr. REATTIE: Then there were twenty-five 
non-comn1issionecl officers a.nd 1nen under instruc· 
tion, who were to get £59 each a year, while the 
sixty-two pernmnent men were to receive only 
2s. 3d. a day. 

The COLO="IAL SECRETARY sflirl the 
twenty-five nnn-cmnn1i.~sioned officers and men, 
under instruction, were not the same men all the 
year round ; neither were the captains and the 
four lieutenants the same officers all the year 
round. Taking the vote as a whole, and 
assuming that the staff could be reduced by one
half, not including the major cornnmncling the 
battery, the reel uction would amount to £2, 7!10, 
which would bring the vote down to .£6,500. 
It mig-ht he clone for that amount by re
ducing- the strength of the force one-half. 
H c did not wish to reduce the strength of men 
nttached to the permanent force to learn 
their business, because, :;tfter all, 2.) men to 
be attached to the force out of 1,000 or 1,200 was 
not a very large proportion, and it would take a 
very long time before they were all trained, even 
at the rate of five times twenty-five a year. 

Mr. CHUBB said he would ask the Colonial 
Secretary where were the men on the permanent 
force to live? No provision appeared to have 
been made for barracks, and no provision had 
been made for stabling horses. They would have 
tc> be provided somewhere. 

The COLO"NIAL S:ECR:ETARY said they 
had a military barracks in Brisbane which was 
lmilt a long time ago, and there were a small 
number of police there at present. The question 
of providing a barracks would depend very much 
upon the number of men there were to be. 

The Hox. Snc T. :MciLWRAITH said the 
hon. member had shown them how to reduce the 
amount to something like £7,000. He might 
have shown them that it could be reduced by 
another £1,000 by striking out the instruction to 
captains and lieutenants, the former at 14s. and 
the latter at 10;;, per day. It would be absurd 
to have tt volunteer force if they had to induce 
men to be instructed as captains and lieutenants 
by paying t.hem. Did the Colonial Secretary 
mean to tell them that they could not get men 
with sufficient public spirit to spend a little time 
at drill, to qnalify them to be captains or 
lieutenants without paying them? It was an 
insult to the young men of the colony. It was 
at items of that kind that he especially strnck, 
when he mo,,ed the reduction of the whole 
amount. If they could not get men without 
paying them, they had better let the Defence 
Force go, and consider for a year or two 
what they should do. They had been badly off 
for officers; but he rlid not think it had come to 
to that. There would be plenty of captains 
by-and-by; every office-boy would be a claimant 
for a position in the defence force, if such terms 
were offered. There h>td been no provision made 
for other officers besides captains. They h>td got 
Colonel Foxton there, who wanted to be a 
major-general. 'Why should not provision be 
made for that ? If it were proper to pay for the 
instruction that lay between the duties of a 
lieutenant and thoc;e of a captain, why should they 
not pay for the instruction between a captain 
and a major-g-eneml? He objected to that 
iten1, and Wt>nld n1ove its mnission even if they 
agreed in reducing the mnount to £(),000. ]~very
thing proved that the amendment he moved 
would have been perfectly satisfactory. 

'rhe COLONIAL SECRJ<~TAHY said the 
hem. gentleman seemed to forget that the cap
tn.inB an(l lieutenant~ who received training 
wnnld not be wealthy persons, able to give up 
their avocations at certain times. They would con
sist vf per~Dns who were earning a daily living. 



1518 Suppl,y [ASSEMBLY.] Supply 

The provision was intended for the benefit and 
encouragmnent of 1nen living in the country. It 
was not payin8" thmnfor learning their duty; but 
only paying their expenses \vhile learning- their 
duty, and giving· up their avocation,; for that 
pnrpose. It was for the benefit of country 
mlunteers especially. 

Mr. FOXTOX 'aid he was obligerl to the hon. 
leader of the Opposition fur having continuonsly 
styled him" Colonel Foxton." It was very kind 
of him ; but possibly he had done it in the exuee
tation of being called in retum "Lord :3Ici!
'vraith." I)erhap3 the hon. gentlmnan hoped, in 
the fulness of time, that Her J\Iajesty would be 
pleased to bestow further honours upon him, and 
then he could take a seat amongst those highly 
privileged persons-\vho \Vere, we were told 
the other day, about to be snuffed ont--in 
the House of Lords. He had always under
stood that it was usual to a.clclress hon. mem
bers by their constituencies ; but the hon. gentle
man was setting the opposite example, anrl he 
should have no hesitation in calling him 
"Lord Mci!wraith," and if he pen;isted, he 
should have to call him "Duke." He trusted 
the hon. gentleman's honours would oit well 
upon him. However, that was not what he r'me 
to speak about. He wi,hed to point nut that the 
penua.nent force \Vas being :-;poilt by the reclnc~ 
tions ; 100 men w'"' little enong-h for any battery 
or cmnpany. There \Vere diYi~inn:-; and ~nU
division:-; nf batteri~;.:;, awl it\\ aK in1pn:-:."ible to 
make a bt>ttery efficient <tnd p;o thron,;h the proper 
battery drill and training without those proper 
divisions and subdiYiHionH. He would cmnpare 
the present amount '"ked with the amonnt 
voted in Victoria. They were asked here 
to vote for 107 men £\!,207 ; while in Vic
toria, f,,r 128 men-but little in excess-they 
asked £13,285. That. was without making
any prod:-.;ion for thm;e officers and 1nen who 
happened to be under instruction. In the 
pre,;ent item there was something like £2,000 
for officers and men under instruction. As 
for its being officers' pay, he rnight bay it \Vas 
a pity tlmt matter was not considered when it 
was deemed neces.'-<>ry by the late Government 
to offer the pay that was being received at the 
present time. The officers got very little ;mlary, 
which was not enough to keep tlwm in uniform 
and defray other necessary expediture, and 
if they were paid at all it ought to be suffi
eient to enable them, at all events, not to be out 
of pocket in proYiding the uece~sary equip
ment. As a matter of fact, at the present 
tin1e n1any good n1en, who bad not the 1nean:-; 
tn incnr the expenditnre which a volunteer 
otticer necu,·~·..arily required, had to contiune in 
the non-connnis.siuned officers'rank, nnd rmuained 
there to the present clay. ..\s to the number of 
men who would avail themselves of the 
instruction without pay, he was inclined to 
think they would he very few inclee<l. The 
work was no child's play, and a man had 
to subject himself to the severest militaq 
discipline for the time being, and had to 
put up with rather hard lines. If the school 
of instruction was worth anythinp; at all it 
should be strict in its discipline, and he did not 
think the allowance made was excessive. It was 
very probable, too, that 111en receiving a sa.lary 
would only be able to get away on comliticn tlmt 
they forfeited the salary for the month they were 
away, ,mcl besides it wets not likely that the 
whule amount would be spent, bec,mse not a 
great lllnnber of 1nen \\'"<mld be found who could 
spare the neces,.;ary time to enable them to 
attend the school of instruction. 

:\Jr. :\I .\.Cl<'.\HL.\.XE a,.;kcd if instruction 
\V a.~ ">nppo~ccl to he ~in::n on ~nnd;q1 ? I IF :-:..1w 
that tbe men were to he paid for tbe whule c,enn 
day e. 

'l'he COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
rnen were supvosed to be in cantp and under 
instruction. He did not know what the routine 
of cantp was on Snnday, but the all(nvance was 
to the men while they were away from their 
usunl aYocations. The same lJay waH given to 
volunteer.s when they were in camp. 

The Hox. Sm T. ::YiciLWRAITH said the 
drilling the hon. gentleman got when he was 
]xtROing- the lVIem hers Expenses Bill had not 
had its effect. The great grievance then \Vas 
that the Northern and Western members 
had to come down at great expense, and 
the Dill was broug-ht in for their benefit, 
but it ended in becoming a Payment of Mem
bers Bill, in which the Southern members 
got all the best of it. That was exactly what 
would happen in this 0ase. The hon. gentleman 
explained that the Xorthern and 'vV estern officers 
anxious to g·et instruction \vould corne down 
here, but he knew perfectly well that only those 
in and about Brisbane would htke advantage of 
the school. 'rhe vote was excusable on no other 
gronnd than that of universal instruction, and 
taking that away it was inexcusable. The argu
ment he nsed was plainly this-that if they 
could not get officers to be at the expem;e of their 
own instruction they ha<l better give up the 
defence force altogether. 

The COLONIAL ::lEClcET.\.lcY ''"id, then 
why >houl<! any allowance be put down >tt all for 
c'vnps? That \Y>ts the principle tlHlot had been 
adnpt~d for ymcrs, and the hon. member himself 
]nitin,ted it. \Vhat wa-.; there wrong in it now? 
The men were paid for five clap; in camp; and if 
they were a month in camp, should they be paid 
lesS'? If a 1nan who wa::; earning wages attended, 
he would have to forego his waget':l, and it was 
fair to recoup him. The whole system was in 
force every year in the annual camp, and he 
could not underHtand the objection to it now. 
He )Jointed out several times that the principal 
arlvantage of the permanent force was, that it 
was to be a school of instruction. Now the hon. 
gentlen1an \Yantecl to take away frorn it ahnost 
the only advantage that it possessed. 

The Hox. SrR T. :'\lciLWRAITH said it was 
quite useless for the hon. member to think that 
he made an argument against him by saying that 
he (Sir 'l'. J\Ici!wraith) introduced the system of 
payment of otficers. That was his grievance 
against the force. In 1882, the best military 
authorities recommended the lJ'tyment of officers. 
That had been trie<l and had failed, and he con
fessed it. It was because it was snch an utter 
failme that he ob_iecte<l to it now. The hon. 
lnmnber for Cnrnarvnn hud Leen rnore cantiou~, 
and lmmlletl the payment of officers in a different 
way. He (Sir T. "Nicllwraith) wonld like to know 
his real opinion, and whether he considered 
the payment of men and officers condueed to 
the efficiency of the force. He admitted that he 
had carried the system to a greater length than 
any nf hie predecessors, but he said it had been 
a failure, and because it had been a failure they 
should retrace their steps. 

Mr. :FOXTON said the hon. gentleman 
had forgotten what he really did say. He 
remembered very distinctly that when he was 
speaking on the ·volunteer "l!:~orce having been a 
failure the leader of the Opposition interjected, 
"In cm1Rer1uence of pay," and he (Mr. Foxton) 
repli.ntl "i\o; notwith~tanding inm·e::t1":.\eJ pay." 
He did not attribute it to I""Y in any way, but 
he said that the increased pay, with a better 
~ysten1, bad not hrought aLout that regenera
timl of the force which wa~ 80 deHirable. ?\ow 
tht~ h(m, .c:entlema.n propo~ed tn ~trikc that pa.y 
nff. \\"hy should il. be e<truek uff: The men whn 
went int{'l the r.chcj{d "f in ~.rnction ·Jr rerman::;J!t 
force h.:.d tu ~ubndt to di""ciplini3 uf tl·le severcr .. L 
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character: and he could assure hon. members 
that the discipline provided under the Act was no 
child's play. It was all very well in the old cla,ys, 
when volunteering was volunteering, and the 
discipline wa" bx, and the men, ns the hon. 
member had himself described it, had to be 
"coaxed"; but ::1 ne\v ~tate of things would 
be brought about under the new Act. A 
man cou'!d not be asked to submit to heavy 
penalties and n1ateri::tl inconveniences \vithout 
giving· hin1 a qn£d p1·o ([lW. It rnight not 
be in all re~pects as large a.R it ought to 
be, but still if a man was made to work, 
and subjected to penalties, he at least 
ought to be paid his bare expenses. That 
was the view he took of it. He had never 
said that it was the pay tha~ had brought about 
the disorganisation of the force ; he repudiated 
that entirely, He said that the old system, 
under which the men bar! to lJe coaxed, was at 
the root of the evil. 

The HoN. 8IR T. MciL\YRAITH asked 
whether the hon, member meant to say that the 
pay given to the officers and men in 1883 had the 
effect of making the force better than before~ 

:M:r. l<'OX:TON said he had stated distinctly 
that he did not think it hrtd. For a short time 
there might have been son1c hnprovcrnent, bnt 
since then the force had deteriorated; there conlrl 
be no douht r~bont tlmt. Tlmt he attribnterl to 
the want nf proper or,&;~lnisation, and al~o to the 
knowledge on the part of the Yolnntem-,,; tlwt a 
change was in1n1inent. Tha.t \va::; vvhat wns 
killin~ the force and would continue to kill it 
unles~ it was phLCecl on a finner basi:;;. l\len 
would not join at present, because they did not 
know what they were going into. They did not 
care alJOnt joining a force which they knew 
would be snuffed out and replaced by another 
which they might not be called upon to join. 

Mr. ARCHErt said he would not like to see 
the amount reduced, as was pmposed by the 
hon. rneruber for Mulgrave. It \Vas very ncce,.;~ 
sary that they should have a small body of men 
well drilled; in fact, it was desirable to have 
such a permanent force, if only to be an example 
in drill to the volunteers. He believed that 
one great reason why the Volunteer Force \VaM in 
its present position was that there was not a 
body of permanent men to show what real drill 
was ; and another reason was that a great many CJf 
the officers had not been sufficiently well drilled 
themselves, and were, therefore, not c:tpable of 
fulfilling their duties. He was exceedingly 
anxious to see a. Hina..Il nucleuf.; of a perntanent 
force ; he belieYed it was their <lnty to uwintain 
such a body. lt would be an ad vantage, not 
only for defence pnrpnses, bnt as :tn example to 
the volnnteers. He thought, therefore, that the 
offer of the Coloni>tl Secretary shoulcl be accepte<l, 
and that the hon. member fo'r lHulgT<we, in pro· 
posing to reduce the amonnt by one-half, ';as 
doing \V hat \Vould prevent the force fro1n be1ng 
useful. ' 

The COLONIAL SlWU:ETAHY asked 
whether the hon. member for JYiulgrave intended 
to withdraw his amendment? 

The Hox. Sm T. MciLWEAITH said he sccw 
he would not have the snpport of the Committee 
in reclucing the item so much. He would there
fore ask leave to withdraw the amendment, and 
would accept the £3,000. Of course it would be 
distinctly understoocl that the Government had 
not leav'e to expend that amount during the 
year; but that the reduction was to be from 
£9,270 to £0,000 on the staff provided there when 
complete. 

Amendment, by lea1e, withdrawn. 
The COLOXL\L SECHETAI\Y ,aid he 

w,mld r1~k lean" tn \Vithdnnv the lllPtioll 1 f(ll' the 
purpo,,e of mo1·ing that the vuLe be £:3,000. 

JYiotion, hy leave, withdrawn. 
On the motion of the COLOKIAL SECHE

TAR Y, the sum of £3,000 was voted ,for the 
Permanent Force and 8chool of Instructwn. 

TheCOLONL\L SECHETARY moved that 
£7,:)ll(l be granted for head-quarters _band, 
medical staff, veterinary staff, field >trt1llery, 
g~trrison artillery, engineers, and infantry. 

The Hox. Sw T. :VIciL ·wnAITH mm·ed th:tt 
the amount be reduced by £2,52ll. That would 
be taking off one·tbircl. 

The COLOC\IAL tiECHETAH.Y said he sup
po,;ed the hon. men1ber knew th,tt that meant 
reducing the Volunte. r Force by one-third. He 
thought theil' object was to encourage the Volun
teer Force ; but the hon. member actually pro
posed to dishttnd one-third of the men. Last 
yenr they had voted £7,H40, :tnd th~ year before 
£7,720, for the same service, for wh1ch they now 
>tsked £7,000. The hon. member proposed to 
reduce the strength of the Volunteer }force of the 
colony by one-third. 

The Hox. Sm T. ::\[ciL 'YVRAITH said that 
what he propmed was to reduce the expenditure 
on the force by £2,52(). \Vhy should they be 
a.-:kod for an auwnnt which wa~ not likely to 
he spent? \Vhy should the hon. member quote 
last ye:-.r's Estimates when he knew that they 
hnd not ~pent anything like the ::Lntnunt voted) 
<Lnd nnder the organi~ation could not get n1en? 
L>tst year they had spent ,10 per cent. le'' than 
the amount nJte<l; <tnd why should they nmke 
proYision for a gr0ater :nnn1her of Inen thn.n they 
were likPly to get' His caleulati:"~ was that 
for £,),0?!7 they coul<l get an efhc1ent force, 
aud a great deal better force thm1 they had 
ha<l fnr the last few years; and it was quite 
enough money to entrust to the Colonel of the 
defence forcf:': while he waf:i working at an ex~ 
periment. It was not reclucing the actual force; 
it was simply reducing the number tlmt they had 
expected to join last year. They had never had 
n force in Qneensbnd that cost for that particuhu 
department £!),000. 

The COLONIAL SECRETAHY eaid the 
hon. n1ernber ww.; t;peaking without Look. 
Last year the amount epent on that item was 
,£7,G!I2, in addition to £:'500 for the head-quarters' 
band. They were actually a,,king less than last 
year. 

:\fr. FOXTOJ'\ sairl he did not think the hem. 
member for ::\lulgrave quite UIJderstoOll why tile 
fnll anwunt l1ad nnt been Hpent in certain yea.rH. 
It \VaH not because tl1e 111en had not been there, 
but beeause they had not all attende<l the maxi
mum mlmher of drills. They had to attend a 
miuilnttlll nu1nlJer in order to rtlHtlify for a capi
ta.tion ''rant, and it wu.~ not cmupuhmry on thern 
to atte~d rnore ; but eve1 ~r 111:111 in the force 1night 
attend the full number of drills prescribed by the 
regulatiow.::, mul consequently he considered that 
it was incumbent on the Committee to provide 
the means of paying the men should they 
ttll attend. If it were proposed to recluce the 
number of men he ehould like to know whether 
the hon. member wished that certain corps should 
be struck out altogether, or that the strength of 
each corps should be reduced. If the hon. gent.le
nmn meant to reduce each coq" by 01\e-tlnrd 
he \V:ts rna,king· a.n egregim1s nli:-;take, becan~e it 
was nccess~Ll'Y that the various e:ornp~tnie::; and 
batteries that former! the units of the force 
Hhouhl be cmnnosed of a certain nnruber of rnen. 
He did not kn;JW much about bathtlion drill, but 
in the field artillery-the ann of the '8rYice to 
which he belonged'-they must haYll a certain 
nnrnhor of ruen to ea,ch gun, or the wol'k cunkl 
not be done. 

;\fr. J:CO.\;IIJ;EhT c<Li<l th<tt manv hn'l. 
1neruben~ hdd Ueeu acldrE>"--iug tb\,; Cml1n1ittto 
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who did not know wh"t they were t"lking 
about. If the estinmt.~ was really meant for 
n defence force, they might move the reduction 
of the whole smn. But the fact was that it was 
a school. Playing at soldiers hitherto had been 
a failure, and it was high time that they set 
about a better way and reformed their doings. 
As he took it, the chief object of the permanent 
force was that it should be a school of tmining, 
and if ,,o it ought to be properly equipped, or 
let alone altogether. Batteri0' and instructors 
should be cstablished throughout the length and 
breadth of the colony, so tlmt in time of dang·er 
they might have men to lead theirforces. If they 
did notconnnenccnowwhen would they"! Hehopcd 
the diRcussion tha,t evening wonld not go abroad, 
and that men on the Continent wonld not read it. 
If they did so, it would be with a gTin; he 
only wished that thm;e hem. uwmbers who 
treated the mat.tP.r so lightly could look in the 
faces of the military men >tnd see how they 
lau~·hed at the narrow-minded way in which they 
talked. 

The Hon. Sm T. J\IclL'\VRAITH wished the 
hon. gentleman would give them the bene-fit of 
hi,; idea". They might grin, too, or get a little 
further insight into their military duties. They 
wanted to know what danger they really 
were in. He knew what the hon. rneni
ber would like them to provide against : the 
:French, and perhaps the Germans, too. But 
they would like him to help them in work
ing out the expenses. He would be very 
glad to enlist as his lieutenant if he would 
save the1n fron1 a u::;elesH experin1ent, and 
what was simply playiug at soldiers. The 
item under discussion had reference to the old 
volunteers. The Colonial Secretary thought to 
confuse the Committee by q noting statistic~, but 
if he had wanted to carry forward his Estimates, 
he should have let the Committee know what theY 
were voting, and given the details furnished no\V 
a great deal sooner. He had not got the details 
of the expenditure on the Volunteer Foree up 
till last year ; for the Auditor-General had not 
issued his report for 1883-8-±. But it was safe to 
go on the report of 1882-83, and he found that 
of the amount of money voted for volun
teers that year only two-thirds was spent. 
From an admis.,ion made by the hon. member 
he gathered that less had been spent the last 
year. But a,; a i<afe thing he took it that the 
same proportion had been spent, which would 
give £15,000 out of the £23,000 vote. If that 
were the calie, then full provision for the force 
as it had existed for the past two years-provided 
they attended drill and got paid-would be 
£10,500. But he went further. He thought it 
w s time for the Government to consider the 
pooition of the officers. If the payment of the 
officers of the Volunteer :B'orce had h"d no other 
effect than of making the officers dbsatisHed, 
they mnst retreat from their position for that 
reasou aloue. An hlm. member ;.ai<l that officers 
ought to be paid and reimbursed for all their ex
penses, leaving the Committee to conclude that all 
expenses had nnt been covered by the amounts 
voted. Did not the hon. member think that it 
would be " great deal better if officers were 
unpaid" He (Sir T. Mci!wraith) believed that the 
result of paid officers at the rates mentioned in the 
:~<:stimates had had a l1ad effect. It had certainly 
not induced a better class of men to join, but had 
made them look more to pay than to their position 
as officers of the Qneenshtnd army. It lud 
destroyed that spirit which ought to animate 
men who we ut in for the defence of their country. 
It was the pay of the officers that swelled the 
an1ount so innrdina~elv, and 1nade it so large. 
\Vould the Colonial Secretary agree with him to 
keep up the nmuber of men, and take the 
expense off the officers? 

2\lr. lSA::\IJ3E ttT said the lenLler of the Oppn· 
sit ion invited him tu assist him. He conceded 
that he knew very little of the details, but by his 
own words the leader of the Opposition confessed 
tlmt he knew "s little. And yet he amused 
himself and nnnoyed the whole Committee lJy 
critici,;ing what he knew very little about. The 
country had engaged the service:-; of ;;t competent 
officer-at least it was supposed that he was com
petent. They must either give that officer an 
opportunity of sho,ving his ability to reorganise 
the Defence ]'orce and establbh a military school, 
or let it alone altogether. The gentlenum was 
either worthy or unworthy-if not worthy, then 
strike out his salary. 

The COLONIAL SECHETAUY said the 
total rLmount of the pay for officers was £623 
out of the £7,000. 

.. :\.rnend1nent put and negatived. 

The HoN. Sm T. :\IciL\VllAITH askeCI what 
the Colonial Secretary proposed to take out of 
Contingencies? 

The COLOXIAL SECRl~TAEY saiLl he was 
anxious to reduce the Yote, but there was little 
tlmt could be spared without impairing the effi
ciency of the force. They might do without the 
torpedo launch. They could not do without 
stores ; the engineers were very badly treated 
in that respect. 'fhere was however, the 
provi.;ion for additional compauies and ttllow
ances and stores for them, £1,500. If cmn
panies applied to be enrolled they could 
be informeLI that Parliament did not want any 
more companies. Those were the only items 
which could he reduced without impairing the 
efficiency of the existing force. 

The HoN. Sm T. :MciLWHAITH said the 
hon. gentleman Heemed to think that because it 
was the Government over which he (Sir T. 
Mcilwraith) presided that appointed Colonel 
Fr<;nch, therefore he ought not to object to any
thing of which Colonel :B'rench approved. He did 
not inteucl to hand over his conscience or his 
rea,;on to Colonel ]'rench or anybody else. If 
Colonel French could not prepare a scheme 
for a permanent defence force to cost less than 
£35,000 a year, somebody else ought to be 
employe,] to do it. Very few h<m. mem
bers had the slighte,;t notion what they were 
voting, owing to the ]~stimates not showing the 
corresponding sums voted last year. But the 
plain fact was that Colonel French wanted them 
to spend £33,000 on a force which the military 
allthoritie~, three year~ ago, said they ought to 
obtain for £1(),000, He believed the Defence 
Bill, which they had passed on the good faith of 
Colonel French, would be n complete failure ; 
but whether it was a failure or not he objected 
to spending £3ii,OOO a year on the land defence 
of Queensland, more especially as there was not 
" penny down for the 'first line of defence-the 
naval force. 

The COLOXIAL SECRETAitY said that, 
aH an entire chR.nge in the system was proposed, 
it had been found impossible to put the Esti
mat<•,; for the two years side by side. The ques
tion was not whether they agreed with Colouel 
:French or not, but whether they should have 
any more companies of volunteers or not. 

The HoN. Sm T. 1\IoiLWitAITH said he 
would bring the question to an issue by moving 
that £5,500 only be granted. 

Question-That the amount be reduced by 
£2,086-put. 

'l'he Committee divided :
An:s, U. 

Sir '1'. ]lcihvraith, 1\Iessrs. Chul1h, Xorton, Foote, 
Yioreton, Bailey. Lalor, Lissner, .Jlacros~an, Fergu:son, 
Bhtck, Palmer, )iacfarlane, ancl }lc"-hannell. 
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Xm:s, 17. 
1\Icssrs. Griffith, ::VIiles, Archer, DiekRon, Rutlcc1ge, 

Shcridan, Dntton, l~oxton, Smyth, Bueklancl, Kcllett, 
Jordan, Isambcrt, ).:1acdonald-i>aterson, ::\IcHor, \Vhite, 
and 1'. Camp bell. 

Question resolved in the negative. 
Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved that 

the sum of £9, 5o0 he granted for Contingencies. 
He had reduced the estimate to this extent
that he did not now ask anything for a torpedo 
launch, and proposed also to omit the items 
"Additional companiPs" and " Allowan.ces and 
stores for ditto." 

Mr. ISAMBJ,RT said that the vote was osten
sibly fora defensive or protective force, and it was 
set down from a true freetrader's point of view. 
He hoped it would lead to the protection of 
the colony, and not only of their lives hut of 
their industries. On former occasions, when uni
forms were to be provided for the volunteers, it 
was proposed that thev should he imported from 
l~ngland in true freetraders' style, and he knew 
that considerable objections were raio;ed to it 
by many inhabitants of the colony. The item 
"Uniforms and accoutrements" could be pro
vided here; and he would like to hear an opinion 
from the Colonial Secretary that whatever could 
be made and supplied in the colony would be so 
procured, with a due regard to their own indus· 
tries. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he had 
heard it stated that the uniforms were to be 
imported from England. On the contrary, he 
could assure hon. members that the uniforms 
were to be made in the colony. 

Mr. BAILEY said that before the vote was 
passed he would call attention to one item which 
he considered much too small. There was an 
item in the vote, " Prizes for shooting and drill, 
£600." He had voted hitherto for decreases in 
the Estimates, but if any vote on the Esti
mates required a larger amount he thought 
this one amply deserved it. He would like 
to see a few thousands put down for prizes 
for shooting and drill. It was only in 
that way, by giving good rewards to men who 
would take the pains to make themselves 
thoroughly efficient both as riflemen and in 
drill, that they could hope to have reitlly efficient 
men. To promote ambition in this direction 
amongst the volunteers, he hoped the Govern
ment would, when the next Estimates were being 
framed, provide for a few thousands of pounds, 
instead of £600, for that vote. 

The COLONIAL SECRETAH.Y 8aid he had 
regretted, since the Estimates were printed, that 
that item was so small. It was too late now to 
alter it, but if he had opportunity of bringing in 
another estimate he would certainly provide a 
l~rger sum for that item. He hoped in the mean
time an arrangement would be made not only 
for the defence force, but also for volunteer 
rifle associations, who needed encouragement and 
stimulation. 

Mr. lVIACDONALD-PATERSON said that 
he and certain other members wished to place 
on record their conviction that no chief of 
any department in the Civil Service should 
become a paid officer in the defence force. 
There were many objections to it, and he took 
that opportunity of saying that there were a 
large number of members in that Committee who 
objected to it. 

Question put and passed. 

The Honse resumed ; the CHAiml.\~ reported 
progres·J, and obtaineU lea\'e to sit again toR 
morrow. 

188~--4 z 

PAULIAMENTARY BUILDINGS 
COMMITTEE. 

Mr. FERGUSON brought up the report 
of the ,Joint Committee of the Parliamentary 
Buildings, together with minutes of evidence, 
and moved that the papers be printed. 

Question put and passed. 

ADJO"C"RNMEN'l'. 
The PHEMIER moved that the House do 

now adjourn. 
The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: What is 

the intention with regard to making a House 
to-tnorrow ? 

The PRENUER : I understand that there is 
some important private business. There is the 
consideration of the Legislative Council's amend
ments in the Brands Act and the Pharmacy Bill, 
anrl a motion by the hem. member for South 
Brisbane, besides three motions standing over 
from last :Friday. No Govermnent business will 
be taken to-morrow. Supply will be gone on 
with on Tuesday. 

The House adjourned at five minutes to 
11 o'clock. 




