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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Wednesdny, HJ No,•emlJe1·, 1884. 

Qnest.ion.-Petition.~:\Iembers Expenses I~ill-third 
rettrting.- 11'ormal ::notions.- Ques;tion without 
Notice.- Supply- rcsumvtion of committee.-
1\lei:i:-;agc from the LcgislfLtive Ooun:~il.-Adjourn
ment. 

The SPEAKEH took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

QUESTION. 

i\Ir. l\IELLOR asked the Minister for \V orks-
1. ·when will the plans of the Burrum and Bundabercr 

railway be laid on tlle table~ o 

2. When will tenders be called for the first section? 

The l\1Il'\ISTER l<'OR WOHKS (Hon. W. 
Miles) replied-

!. On the ~5th instant. 
2. 'rhe working plans are in hand, but it is not con

sidered they will be sutticiently advaneerl to enable 
tenders to be invited in less than four months. 

PETITION. 

Mr. JESSOP presented a petition from certain 
residents in and around Dalby, praying for the 
constrnction of a li.ne of rail way from Dalby to 
the Bunya Mountams, and moved that the ]Jeti
tion be read. 

Que,tion put and passed, and )Jetition read by 
the Clerk. 

On the motion of ::Wr. JESSOP, the petition 
was received. 

MEMBERS EXPENSES BILL-THIRD 
READING. 

On the motion of the PREMIER (Hon. S. W. 
Griffith), this Bill was read a third time, passed, 
and ordered to he tmnsmitted to the Legislative 
Council for their concurrence, by Ineo':isage in the 
usual form. 

J<'ORMAL MOTIOXS. 

The following formal motions were agreed 
to:-

By Mr. BLACK-
That there be laid upon the table of the House a 

return of immigmnts introduced at the various portB' of 
the eolony from Jst January to 3,lth Octol)er. IHS,J,~ 

l. Per British-lndi:; steamer•, 
~. Per immi!:l'•mt ship~; 

That there be lni<l npon the table of the Honse-
l. Retul'n showing nuutber of arrivalg at and depar

tures from the colony by sea from 1st Jaunary to 
3:Jth Octo 1Jer, 1~34, 

2. Return shmving the nnmher of hirths and deaths 
registered in the colony from hit J an nary to 
:Joth Octo her, 1884. 

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE. 
The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said: I 

wish to ask the hon. Minister for \Vorks, or the 
lYiinister whoHe department it concerns, whether 
the Government intend to have maps laid 
upon the table of the House showing the 
railways already constructed, the railways that 
are already authorised but not constructed, and 
the railways proposed to be constructed under 
the new Loan Bill. It is essential, for members 
to understand the scheme of the Government, 
tlutt such maps should be laid upon the table. 
K ot oHly should that be clone, but lithographs 
shonlrl be distrilmted to members, and geHerally 
throng,hout the colony; and the sooner it is done 
the better. A thorough discussion on the Loan 
Estimates cannot take place without such maps. 

The PREJVIIER said: 'The Government have 
no objection to have ~t map laid upon the table 
giving the required inforn1ation, so far ati it can 
be given. Of course there are one or two lines 
which will be uncertain; for instance, the line to 
the Gulf of Carpentaria. Ho far as the informa
tion can he given, 1naps will be prep~1red. 

The HoN. Sm '1'. MolL \VRAITH: I do not 
ask anything uncertain ; n straight line between 
two places will be sufficient. lt is the custom 
in the other colonies. Take the case of the 
Loan Bill l1efnre the Victorian Parliament at 
the present time. There is a map accompanying 
the Loan Estimates; not simply a map laid upon 
the table of the House, but a lithographed map 
which hon. members can take away and "tudy, 
or send to their iriends; so that people through
out the colony can understand exactly what the 
Government proposals are. That map shows the 
railways constructed, the railways already autho
rised but not constructed, and the railways pro· 
posed. The sooner such a map is htid upon the 
table 0f this House and distributed amongst hon. 
members, the sooner we shall be able to discnss 
the Bill. 

SUPPLY-RESUMPTION OF COl\I
MITTJm. 

On the motion of the COLONIAL TREA
S'GRER (Hon. ,T. IL Dickson), the Speaker left 
the chair, and the How<e resolved itself into a 
Committee of Supply. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. S. W. 
Griffith) moved that the sum of £3,300 he voted 
for the Agent·Geneml. The words "provided 
in schedule" appeared on the estimate, hut they 
ought not to he there; it was a printer's error. 
There was an increase down for the indent 
cleric That increase was promised by his (the 
Colonial Secretary's) predeceswr about two 
years ago; and ought to have been voted for the 
present year and the previous year, and, 
although he was not quite sure, also for the 
year before. Although theapprovaloftheGovern
ment had been intimate<] to the Agent-General, 
the increase had never been formally voted. 
He concurred in the proposed increase. There 
was also an item for fees to the Board of Advice 
in London, and that was the only change appa
rent in the estimate. With respect to the 
board, hon. gentlemen were aware that three 
gentlemen hac! been appointed to act as a Loard 
of arlvice to the Agent-General in conducting 
the business tmnsactions of the office. The 
names of those gentlemen were Mr. Elder, Mr. 
Hernmant, and Mr. Fife, and he believed the 
business would be conducted in a mor~ gati•f;,c, 
tory mannor thftn h~retofm'<\ · , · 
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The HoN. Rm T. J\IciLWRAJTH said the 
;;nbject of a board of ad vice to the Agent
Ueneral in r_.on<lon waH not a new one. rt had 
often been befnre the H on se <md as often been 
condemned. The reason for that was that it took 
the responsibility off the shonlders of the Ag·ent
Gcnernl. He did not believe in the system ancl 
never did. He believed they onght to have a good 
Agent-General, and Hl:tke hin1 re~ponsihle for 
the whole work. It was nseless to get over the 
difficulty by saying- the board wouhl simply he a 
hoard of ad vice, becaw.;e the .. Agent-Genera1 
conld shelter himself behind them in the di.s
cha~ge of any diHagreen.ble dnty by Raying he was 
<td vrsed by the lJO:trd. The responsibility must lie 
smuewhere, and he arg·ned that whibt that board 
wonld simply h:tve the effect of taking responsi
bility of!' the shonlders of the Agent-< hmeral, it 
wonld not pnt it on the shoulders ,,f the lJo,ml. 
As to gettiltg a h~~ard of ndvicr for thE ~tn1nunt of 
t~OO, that was absurd ; ltnd as to the eonHtitution 
of the board he thoug-ht very little iudeed o1f it. 
He1 di<l not think tl1e right class of men had 
been appointed, and he did not belie1'e i'r bnsineHH 
1Y181l being ChOX8)l, rrhere ViTftK ple11 ty Of bu~ine~S 
C>tpacity in the office alr·eady, aB they h<ecl g-ot 
thn Agent-G-eneral and the Secretary. 1"'hey 
did not want nwre bu~ine:;;.s experience, and if 
they did there were plenty of means of getting it. 
'fhe boarrl ought to have 1Jeen profe.s:-;ional 
wmt \Yho \Vonl1l haYe ailvisrd in any case 
outside the 111ere hul':\iness \Vork of the office. 
rrJH~y ~hould have been legal or profes,.,ionaltnen, 
and not 1nen interested in the questinnr-; brought 
before them. But he objeeted to the principle 
altogether, and it had been condemned by both 
sides of the Honse for the reason he had stated, 
that it took the responHihility from the shoulders 
of tlw Af;ent-l+eneral, and did not settle it upon 
!LllY01H~ el~e. 

The COLONIAL HECftETARY said he did 
not n,~Tee with the hon. gentleman that the sy,;tern 
had been eonde.nmed, for hi" recollection was that 
ith:td been all the other way; but that wasn matter 
of no consequence. Htl did not think the Boan! 
of Ad vice lessened the responsibility of the 
Ageut-Uenera.l, hnt gc.t\'t-l hin1 more infonnation 
npon Bnbject;-; hP. could uot he exp~Jcted to he 
familiar with. The duties had changed very 
Ul11Ch during the laHt fpw year:,. mHl the .t\gent
Ci.enera] now ~tctP.d lllOl'8 a~ a diplmn:-ttic agent 
than merely :ts busine"·' :tgent for the colony. 
It was <jnite possible for :t man to be able 
to perform the present duties of the nf!ice 
without being in poRseH:-::.iou of lnudne8S (luali
fications; hut it was desirable that the Agent
General Rhould have ::tS-.Gistance on that point. 
The fact of the existence of the board did 
not lessen the responsibility of the Agent
l}eueral in any way. He would be just as much 
re:-:pmmible tn the Governn1ent as he ever was, 
and the (}ovemment were themselves responsrhl~ 
for everything that took place in the office. 

The HoN. SIH T. J\IciLWRAITH said if 
anything was wanted to condemn the system it 
was thB ::tdrrliR1-iion of the Colonial Secretary, that 
the Agent-Cieneml acted more as " cliplmuatic 
agent than :ts an :tgent for the col<my. The 
hoard were tn receive £200 between them ; 
bnt surely that was ridicnlons. \V ere they to 
give tlw.ir bnsiueRs capacity and ti111e and con
sideration for an >tmonnt <•f £()(j l;{s. 4d. each 
per annum·~ He cl id not think they were likely 
to g-et that ont of them. 

The COLONIAL SECRJ~TARY: They have 
accepted the position, 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: Yes; 
for a, different purpose. There were very few 
111erehnuts iu IJondon who wnnld not acce'pt the 
positi<m ~iin11,ly to know whn.t the .Agent-Urmeral 
wa.~ doing ; :tnd instc ... nd of their netinr~· h1 the 

interests of the colony they wonlrl he pril·ileoHl 
iwlivich1a,h; acting for thenn;n1 n-:.~, and h; n 
j<Osition to knmv the whole of tlw Clnermshtnd 
GoYernnlent's bu~i11ess. 

The COLONIAT, TREASrRER said he 
must confess lw did not agTee with the hon. 
g·ent1enlan. IIe th.-mght L11e Agent-Geuera1 in 
London rerL nired tlll" as~it-;tance and ad \'iee of 
rr1en who had a kncnvledge of Inercantile usage 
mHI nth er general matters '"hi eh came under tlw 
consider:ttinn of the London Office, He cmr
sidere<l th:tt the Ag-ent-General was decidedly 
strengthened by the ad viee an< 1 assistance of men 
conversant with brsiness nw.ttt~l'H. The expe
rience of the past showe<l that the London Offif'e 
had heen rather cnnspicnous hy the absence of 
business capacity, and he <lid not think that tlw 
(~xperience of the other colouieH iu any way jn:.;ti
fied thern in :-;aying that a lH1ard of advice wonld 
he uns~1tiRf::wtor:v. He thought thPir experiencP 
told them that the Agent-ljeneral, who doubt
less had dnties more of a diplomatic character to 
attend to at the present time tlmn those of an 
ordinary agent, wonhl be relieved, supported, and 
strengthened hy h:tl'ing· a board to consult with, 
the rnernbers nf which had had a large anvnlnt of 
experience. He admitted that the pre.,ent Secre
tary in the London OfficB "·as a great ::tcqni:--ition, 
and diHcharged hi:-; duties 1uost ~mtisfactoril~ a11d 
ably, and in every respect displayed his bw.;iue;-;s 
capacity; hnt seeing that the Agent-General's 
was not a permanent office, bnt hac! been fille<l 
from time to time, and thnt his duty was so COli· 

stitnte<l that he had to perform cliplomatie 
functions, it would be advisable that there shoulc! 
be a body of gentlemen of position in the financial 
an<l commercial world, to aid him with their 
advice in the nu1nerous connnercial tranhactimt;-; 
which the colony entered upon. The ex] •erimrmt 
wa:-; worth trying, and he believed it woulcl }Jl'U\'t\ 

advantageous tn the colony in 1nany re?.pect:-;. 

The Ho!-~. Sm T. 2\l.ciL\VHAITH aske<l wlmt 
the Government had done in n'g:trd to the ap· 
pointment of the boar<! of allvice, aiHl what 
in:-;trnction:-~ hac] been sent to the Agent-( ieneral 
a., to the vuty in which the hnsinPss of the offif'<' 
was to Le conducte(l ~ llad board IneetingH to hA 
held ; war-; the _.\geut-t}enera.l to preHide, awl 
were minnteH of the proceeding·s to be kept? 'lu 
what way were they to know iu the colony ahont 
the opemtions of the Board of Ad vice? \Vhnt 
steps had the Uovernntent taken to cmnnlnllicatt:• 
to the Honse the working of the ]lllanl? 

The COLONL\L H.ECRETAR Y said he had 
heard from the Agent-lieneral that the board 
had held one meeting, and that it ha<! hce11 
arra.ngeJ to 111eet fortnig'htly to t.:on:-;iJer lnercnn
tile matters. X o particular instructions harl 
been given to the .Agent-(ieneral. It wa::-; con
siclere<l that the Ag-ent-Ueneral would find out 
the ntost convenient way of connnunicfttillg, 
from time to time, with the colony on the sub
ject; Lut no definite in~truction::-; had been g·i\'ell 
as tn the keeping of 1ninntes, or anything of tlmt 
sort, 

The HoN. Sm T. i\lolLW1L\ITH said he 
wi:;hed tn know wh~ther iuKtrnetion:::; had bet'H 
given to the ~<\gent-General to Ctlllll1l11Ilicate tht~ 
operations nf the board to the t1 nvennuent. 
He under,tood tlmt all tlutt had be<~n rloue 
was ~in1ply to give ~tl1 inti1nation to the .Agent
General that a board had been appointed; l•ut. 
lmd the members of the !Jmnrl been infonnwl a,, 
to what their duties were, or wlmt w:Ls o:q!llct<'d 
from them? 

The COLOJ'<IAL SECRETARY sail! th" 
hoard had heen appointed hy the Govel'lliW i11 

Council, and intilna,tion hnd been gi vrm to 
the Agent-<+eneral to that effect. He rlid not 
Yl~lllemhtn· thP w...:act wordin~r of thf> lf'tb~r. Lut 
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WaK to the etred that the hmml were to 
ad v iHe hi111 on all nmtterK conuected with the 
tuaking of contract.., for the Pnhlic Hervice in 
London. A letter waH of eour:;e written to {\\Lch 

lllelll her of the board informiHg hi111 of hiK 
appointment. All that, he thought, Hhould be 
ta.ke11 without saying. ~Che .. A .. gent-Ueneral <:tnd 
the board were allowed tu ~-trra.ngP their times of 
lHeeting ~ and, a:-; he ha.d .-.;aid, he ha.d hea.rd 
tlmt tl1ey lmd held one meetin,;, and lmd 
~trr<:UJgP.d to rueet fortnightly. The _Agent
(; e1wral added that the ,;y.Ktem would 1Je !\mud 
to work extrenwly !"ati;;fac'torily. 

The Ho:-.<. 81lt T. :\ll'TL\V1tAl'f'H 'aid the 
lwn. gentlelJli:tll perfectl~v nli:-;con:-:~trned wha,t he 
w;mterl. He dirl not want detai!K '"to the day 
of tlwir tnePting, or a.n.vtl1lng of th~tt ::;ort. 1-le 
wi~hed to klw\\: whnt iw.;trnctionH were gjven to 
the hoard a.K to their dutieo. The CoJumittPe 
now lem·nt for the firKt time that their dntie" 
w~re to <t.(h·ise the ..::~gt>nt-Gener::1 .. J a:-; to any 
l' ;ntra.ets ill London for the l>ublic Service. 
Had the hun. gm1tlenmn got tho"e in"b·uutiono 
here'! 

The CULOXLAL SECRETARY: I bve 
not. 

The Ho". S11t T. ::\IciL\VlLUTH : The 
tuatter wa~ very illl]Hn'tallt. It wa:K ::t \·ery ::;Ill all 
uu.tttul' inci.t~ed to ~Mi vi~e with reganJ to contract~ : 
hut it wa" Htill m me open to the objection he had 
t_t-tkml a,:-; to the re~p01mibility of the ..:\gent
U-eneral. l{a.J any inHtruetioH:-; been given to 
the .. :-\.geut-Ueueral et!:' to the iufonnatitlll about 
t.lw working of the buard beiutj forwarded 
regnlnrly to the colo11Y ? 

The UOLOXIA.L S_J;;CRETAHY said he did 
not think a-ny such iw":ltructious had been given ; 
he could not ren1e1nber any. He tonk it, as a 
lllatter of couroe, that that informatinn would be 
h"iven whether inHtruetiou~ were sent or not. 

Tbe Ho". SIH T. :\.JciLWIL\lTH :;aid 
that, nnleHH the ColoniaJ Secretnry gave in:-;trnc
tionH to the .Agent-Ueneral that lninutPH of the 
111eeting."':! of the lward were to l)e regula.rly 
fmwardecl, it might 1Je taken for gmuted that 
Lhey would not be forwarder! ; he waK perfectly 
:;ati,,fied <>f that. }cnyway, he :;hou!tllonk with 
).(1"8>tt care fot• the next . deop>ttche,; frnm the 
Ag-ent·(kneral to ,;ee if he had forwarded them. 
The colony ought to kl10w exactly the tntttterK 
Llmt were put before the bmurl for their COil· 

~jdenLtion and their discu:-;:-:;ion thereon. 

The COLONIAL 8ECRETARY eaid he 
q nite agreed that it was necessary that should be 
<lone. He would ascertain for certain whether 
inHtructinn:-; harl been given ; and if not, he 
won! cl see that they were given at once. 

'rhe Hox. Sm T. :MciLWRAITH said that, 
perhaps, to save further trouble, the Premier 
would inform them at an early date whether 
instructions had been given. With reference to 
ilnmigration, it wn~ a considerahle thne Hince 
they lmd any information ahont the immigrants 
that were wanted. He would like the Premier 
to :;tate, in aK few words as possible, the actual 
position of the Government wrth regard to immi
gration at the present time', whfJ the contractors 
were, the n1unhPr of innnigrants they were to 
lJring, how 1nan:v they ha(l engaged to lnnd 
monthly, and whether by sailing ship or steam 
ship? Xo doulJt he had all the information at 
hand. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said that no 
fre,;h contr11ct had been entered into smce those 
mentioned in the return>; laid on the ttthle of the 
House. 

The Ho:-;. Sw T. :\lulL\\"lL\.lTH: Wh,;t are 
they; 

The COLONL\L SECRETA EY ,;aid he did 
not renJeinber exaetly. There w:tK the contr<let 
with Gr:-ty, ])awe~, mHl ColllJHtny to bring out 
imtnigrantH by the Briti,-;h-India Htea,InerH, ber-;i(Je:-; 
other contractH. _.,\_t pre;-;ent juunigrnnt;-; were 
being landed >tt the rate of about 12,000 a ;·ear. 
Instructions had been sent to the 1\gent-lieueml 
to carefully limit the selection to farm labonreJ·c; 
and ~i11Mle wmnen, and not to allow ~o nutny 
tmcle.,men with large families to come. It had 
been difficult, during the last two nr three months, 
to a.-;eertain exactly \V hat definite iuKtrnetiPn~ to 
gi,·e on the ~ulJjeCt, becmt:-~e the extraordiuarv 
Hett:-JonR lntely had prevented rnen getting mnploy
ment in many part,; of the eolouy : while at the 
Hctllle tirue there had been a, large deuu:md fo1· 
lalHrur. That was very enlb:-tl'l'LtHxing and pel'~ 
plexing to the <+ovenunent. They had been 
watcbing- veqcarefnlly, and uptothep·eKent the1·e 
had been no difficulty whatever in tiudiug- mu
ployment for all the irm11ignmt" who had lnnded. 
The cou1plaints alw had been very few indeed. 
The (-;-overntllent were watching muefully frmn 
1-veek to week, but were not vrepa.red to stop 
irumigration at the pre.sent tirue. It vva~ neee..;-

1 Hary tc1 keep np the flow, taking care that it w:1;; 
uot exce~sive. 'rhe .r\..ge11t-<;eneraJ had asked 
for definite inKtructions as to what he'"""' to do 
for next yenr, but it waK quite impos,;ihle to 
fure::;ee now what inllHigTatiml \Vould be required 
for next year. ,, .. ery soou, perha!JH, it would be 
lJOH~iLle to do xo. The hon. gentleumn had 
asked if there was any cuntnwt for ~ailing ship:"~ 
There \V<--t8 nolH:' now. 

In amnver to ~'lr. KoRTOX, 

The COLOKL\.L SECUE'L\.ItY Hnid it w".s 
not con:·ddered nece~sarv to 1nake l:tlly ~pecial 
lJl'OYision for the cnse (;·f any H18lnbe~· of the 
board contractiug with the G-ovenunent. ] t was 
>k;snmecl that they were lwnourable men. 

The Hox. Sn< T. 1\Ir:lL\VHAlTH asked 
whether, in the· opinion of the lwn. llietllller, it 
would be a fraud if any membet of the 1Joard 
took a contract under the GovernnlPnt ~ 

The COLO:c\lAL SECRETAHY "aid he 
thought it \Vould be a highly irupro1Jerthiug for any 
member of the board to lHLYe anything to r!o witr 
the con;;ideration of a cnntntet in which he hin1~ 
:-ielf was intere::5te(l; thcw;h he wa:-3 not prepared 
to say that the acceptance of a contract Hhould he 
an ab,;olnte cliKqualitication. He was not aware 
that ;my one of them wa" a contractor. He held 
the strongest opinion him:;elf as to the impro
priety of any man acting on lwth sides of "' 
bargain. 

The Hox. SrR T. MciLWRAITH said he 
considered it ehould be an absolute dis<JUalitica
tion for a man to have a contract with the Gov· 
ernment, and transnct any buHine"" whatever 
with the Gove~·nrnent. It would lead to jobbery 
of the worst kmd. It would he very enHy for " 
member of the board to retire while his contract 
was under discusoion. It should be in,;ioted 
upon that they should have no busine"s with the 
Queensland Government, either by contract or 
otherwise. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said that 
if they laid down a hard-and-fast rule of that 
kind it would deprive the Government of the 
services of some of the best men available. It 

, would deprive them, for instance, of the services 
of anyone who h1Lppened to be a director of the 
Queensland National Bank in London, or of 
any other bank with which the Government had 
bnsinec;,;. The numher of pcrsonK qualified for 
the poeition was not so unlillliterl that they 
conld lay down a hard-and-faKt rule of tlmt kind. 
The l~overrnuent deHired to h;t\'8 per:-;onH \Vho 
knew :iomethins of t~ueen:ilaud, and were also 
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::tcquainted with business ::tfbirs in London, ::tnd 
whose ::tclvice would therefore be likely to be 
v::tluablo. 

l\Ir. NORTON said there was evidence in the 
House that one of the gentlemen namell had 
been in the habit of taking contracts from the 
Government. He thought members of the 
hoard on~ht not, under any eircunu-;tauce:-;, to be 
allowed to take contrncts for the (;overnwent 
\VhoHe ;\_).;ent-t l-eneral they were ad ri~ing. 

The Hox. Stu T. MciL \VHA I'fH said the 
matter should not be left undecided. He thought 
the members of the board should lmve no 
business, directly or indirectly, with the (~ueens
litnd C~overnment, and that should be distinctly 
undel'8tood bv them before they undertook the 
office. In n;, other way could th0.y get men to 
act honestly and discharge their duty to the 
satisf::tction of the colony. The choice was 
not a good one, in his opinion, because the 
Government had picked two men at least-::VIr. 
Hernmant and Mr. :Wife- who would most 
undoubtedly be connected with the mercantile 
an::tngements of the Queensland Government. 
One of them fr.rmerly wns a very large 
contractor, and had contracted for ::tlmost ::tll 
the soft p;oods required by the Queensland 
Urn erument. He h::td claimed as a citizen of 
Queensl::tnd the right of tendering for anything, 
whether he was asked to tender or not, and it 
was granted to him. No Engli,hrnan would 
h::tve made such a claim ::ts that. It would 
certainly be an anomalous position for a man to 
occupy-to sit on the bo::trd and decide on con
tracts, some of which were hi..; own ; even if he 
retired while those p::trticular contracts were 
being considered. :Yir. Fife w::ts in pretty much 
the same position, and, even if he hac! never been 
a Gonrnrnent contractor, the very nature of his 
business marle it likaly that he would be. He 
had no objection to the appointments ::tt ::tll, pro
vided those g·entlemen understood th::tt they 
wet·e not:. to have any lmsineHH, directly or in
directly, with the Queensland Government. 

Mr. BLACK asked if the Agent-General was 
bound to follow the advice given by the board? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No, cer
tainly not. He is responsible for what he does. 

The HoN. Sm T. M oiL WRAITH said that 
the fact of its being necessary to ask such :1 

<]Uestion showed the necessitv that the Agent
( +eneral should put before the' Govermnent every 
question submitted to the bo::trd, with their 
advice thereon; otherwise they ohould never 
know what the bo::trd actually did. 

The Hox. J. M. MACRORSAN said he 
thought the Colonial Secret::try should give :1 

distinct answer as to whether the members of the 
board were to be allowed to have contracts with 
the Queensland Government or not. He thought 
the hon. gentleman himself must see that it was 
improper. They should distinctly underst::tnd 
whether the Government were willing to allow 
those gentlemen to have contracts under the 
Government, but th::tt they would not be allowed 
to decide upon their own contracts. 

The COLO)<IAL SECRETARY said he was 
not prepared, as he had said l1efore, to m::tke it 
an absolute condition. He did not know any 
member of the board who was likely to be 
affected in that way, with the exception of 1\ir. 
:Elder, who was a director of the Queensland 
National Bank. He did not know another it was 
likely to ::tffect, and he was not prepared to s::ty 
absolutely that it should he a disqualific::ttion. 

The Hox. ,J. M. MAClWSSAN s::tid he knew 
that ::\fr. Henmmnt had been a contractm under 
the Go\·eruruent of (~neen~land 1 and wa:-_, likely 
to be une £igain, uulf~, it, '\dS rnade a Lli t!Ualiti-

c::ttion for a member of the Board of Ad vice to Le 
a contractor to the Government. He said it 
would be :1 very improper thing to allow that 
gentlen1an or any other llieruLer of the Board of 
.._>\..dvice to be a, contractor, and to give adviee to 
the Agent-Geneml in regttrd to the Public Service 
of this colony. 

Mr. BLACK said he ditl not know ::tny of the 
gentlen1en'~ rutrnes, aud. he could not under:-;tand 
how ::1ny gentlernen of the high lnu;iuel:iti capacity 
whid1 the Colonial Treasurer said was neceSHary 
for that appointment could be found to a certain 
extent to waste their time fur 2iis. a week, 
which was what the fees ::tmounted to. :For 
that sum they had found merchants, who 
were supposed to be in the hig-hest posi
tions in London, willing to sacrifice their time 
for the benefit o± the colony, and only in mercan
tile tran~actions ; they were not going to give 
::tdvice in anything else. If the merc::tntile 
' apacity was so wanting in the London Office, 
they should need to get a much higher st::tnd::trd. 
They offered only the wages of an urdin::try l::tbour
ing· m::tn, and yet they expected to get patriotism 
together with high mercantile ability. It seemed 
to him that corruption would be found in the Board 
of Ad vice before lonf(, and if it were possible to 
tmce the contracts under that system they should 
be ahle to find out thoHe who were interested in 
it. He was very much afra.id the Board of 
Advice would not turn out to be so very imm::tcu
late as it w::ts expeded they would. 

The Hox. Sm T. 1\IciLWRAITH s::tid he 
understood the Minister in charge of the ]{sti· 
mates h::td intimated that he was not pre]J::tred 
to s::ty whether it should not be a disr]U::tlific,'l.tion 
that :1 member of the Board of Advice should 
be :1 contractor to the Queensland Government 
himself. 

The COLOXIAL SECRETARY: Yes. 

The Hox. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said that 
under those circumst::tnces he would move that 
the amount of £200 be omitted. He believetl, 
himself, it would be :1 scandal to the colony if 
they had a board of advice with liberty to be
come contractors when they liked ; he believed 
it should be intimated to them that they were 
appointed on the good faith that they would not 
become contractors to the Government; and uot 
only that, but they should not be connected, 
either indirectly or directly, with the business of 
the colony. 

Mr. T. CAMPBELL said he thought the 
opinion expressed on the Opposition sicle had 
excellent found::ttion. He quite agreed with the 
leader of the Opposition, that it wrmld be :1 very 
dangerous power to place in the h::tnds of the 
Board of Advice -that they should sit on the 
board and vote money which in reality might 
be voted for themselves. If the members of 
the board were not deb::trred from being con· 
tractors to the colony, he certainly ::tgreed with 
the leader of the Opposition that the item of 
£200 should be struck out. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said that 
the hon. gentleman, the leader of the Opposition, 
moved the omission of the item, and to abolish the 
Board of Advice in London altogether; and 
the reasrm he g::tve was this-that he (the 
Colonial Secretary) was not prep::tred to say at 
the present time th::tt it should be an absolute 
disqualification for a m em her of the Board of 
Arlvice th::tt he had some contmct with the 
Government of the colony. The object of the 
hem. gentleman was plain enough: he was 
striking at Mr. Hemm::tnt ; he thought th::tt 
nrr. Hennnaut 1S firnl Inight po,..,sibly be con
traetor~ to the ( ~o\·ernruent, and he did not 
want 1\[r. Hennwmt t<> be ou the Bottrrl uf 
"\tl 1 ice. The object uf the ,tmendment was l'laiu 
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enongh. Now, he thought this would be very 
often found : it was desirable to gGt on the board 
men ;vho were acqna!nted with (lueen:;]and, 
act1uamted w1th tl!e l1l_lsmess affairs of the colony, 
1nen of good t~tandtng In London·~-rnen of hononr
:•ble character; and they might be per:;ons who, 
111 80!ne way or other, uti;;ht accidentally or 
occa~1ona.lly hnve .-;mne conneetiun with a con
tract with thh; ( ~o\·ernuwnt. The propo~itiou of 
the hon. gentlmuan \\-a::i to di~qnnlify, as pw.:::.;ible 
members of the Board of Ad vice >LllY persm'" 
who were engaged in tuercantile pursuits con
nected with Qneen:;bnd just becm1:;e they miu·ht 
become contmctors in the colony. \Yhat 
was the use of '" mercantile board of ad vice 
in London if it waH not composed of mer
c.1ntile men? He did not know. If the 
hon. gentleman meant that they should not 
be concerned in any contract made !Jy the 
Agen.t-General, he entirely agreed with him. 
He d1d not know of any circmmtances in which 
con.tracts were made by the Agent-Genen1l in 
wh1ch any Queensland merchant ·.vould be likely 
to be 7rmcerned, but there might be a man who 
was hkely to be a member of the Board of Ad
vice, who was himself a Queensland merchant. 
n,nd who tnight have his firrn here rnakino· a con: 
tract to supply £,)0 worth of goods in "a year. 
That man :vould be a Government contr:1ctor, 
and accordn1g to the hon. gentlernan's defir1ition 
he would be disqualified. That would disqualify 
the very best men, and probablv it would 
have the effec.t the hon. gentlem"an desired, 
no doubt. The hon. member did not w:tnt 
a board of ad vice, and therefore he moved 
to strike out the sum. The hon. o·entlenmn 
tnigh~ give, as the rea::;on for striking it out; that 
he d1sapproved of the Board of Ad vice or a 
particular person being on it · but his ar<runrent 
certainly failed. ' " 

The HoN. Sm T. :MciL WRAITH said he 
thought it was unworthy of the position of th~ 
Premier to say his motive was to stt·ike at 1\Ir. 
Hemmant. In the name of common sense what 
did he care about 1\Ir. Hemmant? \Vhat 'di<l it 
matter to him? He was speakin" in the inte
rests of the colony in urging that no rnember of 
the board ought to Le a G-overnrnent contractor · 
!'nd the sole contention of the Colonial Secretary 
In reply was, that under certain circumstances 
members of the board might be allowed to be 
Government contractors. It seemed as if that 
was the only way in which he conld get Mr. 
Hemmant appointed on the board. The reason 
was preposterous. It was nothing to him (Sir T. 
Mci!wraith) whether ::\Ir. Hemmant was on the 
board or not. Appoint him by all means but 
while he was there let him understand ;nost 
clearly-as al,;o Mr. :Fife and 1\Ir. Elder-that 
!'e _was to be in no way concerned, directly or 
1~d1rectly, as a contractor with the Queensland 
Government. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he had 
endeavoured to draw a distinction between con
tracts let in London and contracts let here. How 
did it disqualify a man from giving ad vice to the 
Agent-General in London because his partner or 
agent, or eomebody in this colony, had macle a 
contract to supply .£50 worth of aoods for the 
Public Service of ·Queensland? He held in his 
hand the Executive minute on which the Board 
of Achice to the .\.gent-General was appointed, 
and the duties of the board would be seen by the 
following extract :-

" }:linisters reeommend that -willirtln IIemmaut, E"(l., 
Alexander L::~.ng EWer, Esq., and Oeor•re Jtobert Fife 
}.Jsq., be Hppointecl a. Board of Advice t'o eonsult witl~ 
and advise the Agent-General upon the following 
matters:- -

" 1. 'l'lu' inviLalion awl :-tf'f'ept.alH'(~ of tcmlcr~ for the 
cou ve} auce of l'lHigrauts to tlw colouy; 

"2. The invitation and accept.ancc of tenders for the 
supply of rail"way material a}l(l. ~ueh ot.hcr supplies as 
may from time to time be re(luired for the l'uhlic t>crvicc 
in Cluccn~land; :md 

":~t ~nch other mat tcrs at" may from time to time be 
l'C(lttlrctl of them by the ~\.r;cnt-Clpncral.'' 

The Hox. Sm T. 1\lclLWUAI'TH said the 
fanciful objection of the bon. g-entlenmn did not 
apply to the argnnwnt he had ur:;ed. There wa:-; 
no difference between the two ca:-:.m;, If a 1nan'f; 
pnrtner or tinn contrn.cted with the (}qvennuent 

-in Bri,]mne, it should rli,;<JlULlif:v him from sitting 
on the bonrd just the same as if the contract had 
be"n mctde in London. It ought distinctly to be 
understood by theBmnd of Ad vice that they should 
have no connection a,R contractor:-;, directly or 
indirectly, with the Queensbnd Government. If 
it happened by accident that a member's firm in 
another part of the world had, nnknown to him, 
entered into a contract with the Government 
that. might he remedied hy his re:;ignation or by 
a smtable explanation ; bnt that did not militate 
against the general prinm pie he had laid down. 
Since the discussion began the Coloni[ll Secretary 
had completely changed his gronnd. At first tl1e 
hon. gentlem.an said plainly that no honourable 
man wouhl s1t on the board if he was in any way 
concerned in a ti-overnn1ent contract, and no\V 
he argued thnt he could, under certain circum
stance::;. 

The COLO::-i'IAL SECRETARY said he had 
distinguished between things that differed. It 
was highly objectionable that a member of the 
board in London should be concerned in makin" 
contracts with the Agent-General whom he had 
to ad vis e. To that extent he went with the IHm. 
member. But he did not go with him in his 
contention that a person should be disqualified 
from sitting on the board because his firm had 
made a small contract with the Government in 
Brisbane. Take the case of Mr. Fife. It would 
be very hard that he should be disqualified be
cause the Government contracted with his firm 
here for £100 worth of spirits ; and it would be 
still harder to disqualify Mr. Elder because the 
Queensland Government had dealings with the 
bank of which he was an English director. His 
contention was, alHl had been throughout, that 
a man should not be put in a position where his 
interest and his duty conflicted; and that cer
tainly was not the case in the instances to which 
he was referring. 

The HoN. Srn T. 2\IciLWRAITH saicl it wa,; 
Ut3eless arguing if they were both agreed. The 
hon. gentleman said he agreed with him so br 
as the impropriety of transactions in London 
was concerned, and which, of course, would be 
known to the board. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY; Yes, I do. 

The Hox. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: Then 
the hem. gentleman went on to draw a distinction 
in favour of transactions in Brisbane by a mem
ber's firm. Coming to the case in point, it might 
happen that transactions in Brisbane might have 
a very close connection with the Board of Ad vice 
in London. :From the correspondence, he found 
that Mr. Hemmant, the Acting Agent-General, 
actually recommended that a great part of the 
contract work done in London should be 
transferred to Brisbane. If that were done 
!t would not be a proper thing that intend
mg contmctors should have the sli«htest con
nection with the Board of Ad vice ; "because it 
would be on the ad vice of that board that 
the Governn1ent would contract, or other
wise, in the colony, a1Hl their firms would be 
interested in tlutt advice. The hon. g·entleman 
had after all, drawn a rli,tinction without a 
difference. Hi;-; object in uwving the ~uuendn1ent 

1 

\~'a,:-; to :dtir111 the prineiple tP wbiclt thP Colo11ial 
1 Oecretd,ry uuw <.tt;leed-lULlHely, tlldL, ,_,u !ar a.:. thL 



hmne hu:-:ines,"( wa~ eonccnwd, no Jllt'lnher of the 
hoard Hhonld lJe (lireetlv or iudireetly eonlle{·ted 
with a.n;y eontraet with' the (~neent!l~tnd Uovurn
tnellt. 

The COLONTlcL ;.;J<:CIU:TL\RY: I fnlly 
agree with the hon. gPntleman tbere. 

The. HoN. ;.;11{ T. MdL\V1L\JTH Kaidthat, 
di::;tinetly on tbat underi"lta.nding, and with tlw 
permi~rdon of the UnHnuittee, l1e \\'onld ·withdnt.w 
the <.l,lllendnwnt. Hut the re-;poJh;illility of 
,.,tahli,;hing- a b,,,mJ of thctt kintl ·-with which he 
t!Jill'Ollg·hly di.-;H.b'l'eetl---Hh(lllld h::-tve been left t(l 
p._~,rliauleut. 

)\Juentlntent withdntwll aec(lrdingly. 

The COLOXIAL :-iEC!U;'L\ItY ~<ei<l he had 
11nt changed on the ~nl 1ject, but had nH a.lo11g· 
dri1\Vll <1 di;..;tin':.:tioll lJetween two things which 
were entirely different .. 

The Ho:>~ .. f. l\1. J\L\.Cito:-i:-i.-\.X >'aid lw hel<l 
thc1.t the hnn. ge11tleumn h<.td, Hillce the beginning 
of the di:-;cll.':i8ion, clutnged hi.:; nlind; and very 
properly HO. 

!.~ne,tion put and paHHed. 
The COLOXfAL SECRETARY nlln'ed that 

J-.:7 /1!JO be voted for Innuigra.tion. 'Thet·e waN an 
a.pparent increaHe of hvo clerk;.; ; but a-~~ a uta.ttPr 
of fcwt there W<-M~ not an ii1crea~e to the ;..;ta.tf of 
the ottice at all. He had fomul an otlieer who 
Wltt-) ca1led the "record clerk,,, who wa~ pre
Yion~ly paid ont of contingelleies, a,u({ there 
\VaH a,n necouutttnt who wn~ n1so paid out of con
tingeucie~. The only difference wa::; that thn:::e t\VO 

del'kK wet·e now pnt on the J1:Htiula,te.·~ in:-:tead of 
hf~jilg pclld out of contingencieoi. S(nue dnttlge:'i 
lHt<l been made in the otlice, »nd he w.mlcl 
thm·efore move that £/,iifiii be voted, therelly 
reducing the original estinw.te by £2G. The 
Hal>Lry of the Chief Clerk waH voted la Ht year at 
1::iOO: he received £7.) from the PolyneHian Fuml, 
and J:::JO frmn ~tnother ,.:mn·ee ; :m that hiH actual 
:-:a.la..ry v.:a:-; £-1-2:1. The ~nlary propflHed ou the Et3ti
tn:ttes for the present yettr \\<tS £<1:li5. Thttt wa>' 
an increa;..;e t~lhiK~alnrv of£:JO. Butthatc,fficerno 
l<•nger helrl the otlice, <mtd it "'''' pt'l>jllJHed to till 
it H[' by a ch·rk, at a stthti·y of £400; so tlmt he 
shonl< l only '"le for c<:40fl. which would place that 
officer iu tlH'. s~LllH:' 1 Hl~ition a:-; the chief derk ii1 the 
Polyne,iaH hmnch. He might take tlmt oppurtn- i 
nit~' of Haying- that he had fonnd that the Poly
ne~ictu anrl J1:nropean 1n·aucbe~ were <-tll 111ixeflup 
o-l!lcl the organisntiou wa~ in a 11101-(t nn:-;a.tisfactory 
condition. The clerk:S h<.td a great deal nwre 
than tltey could do: and the Chief Clerk, who 
had charge of both branches, could uot '="ttend 
to them, e,;pecially with the mlclitional labour 
required by the Act passed htst se"ion. The 
Jn·esent Chief Clerk was a g·entlernan of large 
1uercantile experience, u.ncl he found it a:; lllUCh 
ac; he c<mld do to look after the Polynesi»n 
branch by working long after office-honrt5. There 
wa,; one clerk who kept all the accounts-a 
very ret;pont;ible positjon, and a very der.;erving 
otlicer-and he did not think £230 waH too 
much for him. It was de'lirable tlmt the ot!ice 
~hould be reorganised on a r-:ath;factory ha8iB, and 
he lmd receivecl the advice of the officet·B of the 
clepartment. Now, he believed both branches 
were in a $,ttiHfactory condition. 

l\Ir. NOHTON said he nnderstood the Colonial 
~ecretary to say that the Chief Clerk had nothing 
to do with the Polynesian immigmtion. 

The COLOXIAL SECRETAHY: Nothing 
whate,·er. 

}fr. NORTON said he received the smne 
salary as wtts received before by the gentleman 
holrling both ot!ices. 

The Ho:-; .. f. l\L ::\L\CRO:-i:-i.\X "'ir! he 
nnderst• ""[ thttt them was a chief clerk appointed 
tu the Polyne"ian branch. 

Suppl;lj. 

Tlw COLOXL\L SECllET1\RY: Yes. 
Tile Hox .. T. l\L }L\CH.O:-iSAX "''icl the 

Coloninl :-iecrdarv had told them that there "'"" 
an .~.J 'll:tnmt incr8aHe. } itl thought it wa;..; u renl 
inerea:-;e. r:rhe Coloni::-1l Hecretary bad kt.ken the 
Halarit'~ of the 8E:'C(J1ld clerk and a.ecolnJt:tnt frmn 
contiugencie~ ; bnt tlw a,Juonnt a8ked for <.;on
thlgUilcic'i wa:i lHlt din1ini;>,hed. 

The COTAJN1.\L :-iECHET.-\liY: There is 
a.n apparent increat-Je in their Ill!lllber. 

Tile Ho:-;. ,J. }l. :'\L\Clt.OSN.\.X s>tid there 
waH a real iuer~~ai"->e in the aHwnnt. Thtwe were 
eighteen ofticers this year to oi xteen last year. He 
was jnstifiecl i11 .'itying tlmt the clerk in the l'oly
neKimt bnmch wonld lutve little to do. 

The COLOJ'\L\L :-iECHETAI\Y >'aiel that at 
the present time that otticer had a :;reat do>tl to 
do, 111ore than any uw.n conld do in ordinary 
\Vorking bc)nrs. 

}Ir. l\1IJJ<~LJ~Y said that hem. ntetuber.s on 
the Cl'Ooo-benche,; oug,ht to complain that they 
conld nnt hear hon. 1ueruber~ lower d(nvn in the 
Committee. They conld hear the le<tdm· of the 
Oppmlition \veil enough, hut no 0110 el:-;e. They 
conld not hear the explauation about the Chief 
Clerk. Thnt gentlem<.tll wa." down for the pre~e11t 
ye·tr nt £.f~il, anrl laHt year at .t300. After 
declncting the£/.) receivecl from the Pacific hbnd 
Fund, there oeemed to be an increase of £ii0. 

The COLOXL-\.L i:JE('RETARY said he was 
t;on·y he had not Kpoken loudly enough. The 
Chief Clerk in tlmt department had been receiving 
£:lOO a>' Chid Clerk in the Innnigraticm Office, 
£n from the ]'a,eitic T,;lancl Fund, and an adcli
tioual £:)0 frmn another ~onrce aK Hecretarv of the 
J\[eclical Board. That gat·e him "total.inconw 
of £-!:ZG. A~ hou. llJBlnber~ were aware, that 
gentlenutu 110 longer hc.ld tbat office. Sinee the 
J<:stinmtes ha.cl heen J>repared clntn,;es hctd taken 
placP-for rea::-;ow-; he need not refer to then---a.n1 l 
the i11tentiou exprp,...;f-!e(l in the Esthuatef-i no longer 
held g·ood. \Vhat was proposed now waH to 
nppoint a chief clerk at a Halnry of £400 ; and 
therefore he ;C'ked that that sum might be voteci ; 
lmt it \\'a~ a differeut ~ehmue tu whnt wa~ 
propm;ed l1efore. 

The Hos. :-ill! T. ::\lciL\VlU.ITHasked wlw 
wa:-: that uew officer? 

The COLU~IAL :-iECJtETAEY >'aid it was 
propo:;ed tn ~tppoint the gentlenmn who \V<tR at 
pt'eHent Chief Clerk in the office of the Curator 
of InteHtate Estates-J\lr. Bremmn. 

The Ros. SIR 'r. ~loiL\VRAITH: Another 
sop to the A nditor-General ! 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he wtts 
informecl that he was a very competent ot!icer, 
mul he made very careful inquiries of the different 
officers under whom he lmd served. He wtts 
anxious to get the most competent person he 
could, an(l, having 1nade inquiries, he had con1e 
to the conclusion that it would be a most desir
able appointment to make. He only spoke from 
information he had received. 

The Hox. Sm T. MciLWRAITH sctid the 
h<m. gentleman might think he had sufficient 
infornmtion ; bnt the fact was, he had been again 
imposed upon by the "barnacle" bmily. He 
was to receive £425. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No; £400. 

The HoN. SIR T. MciLWRAITH said the 
Government looked well after theirfriends. Three 
\'eat·s and a·h»lf ago that clerk was receiving 
£Hi0. \Vho waH the second clerk that was 
proposed to be appointed? 

The COLO:L\IAL tJECRE'L\HY: Mr. Imrie. 
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The HoN. Sm T. MaiL WRAITH : Who 
took ::\Ir. Horrocks' place while he was under 
snRpension? 

The COLOKIAL SECRETARY said the 
work was done by the clerks in the department 
under the general supervision of :V[r. Gray, the 
Under Colonial Secretary, and with the assis
tance of Mr. -woodward, the Chief Clerk of the 
Polynesian branch. 

The HoN. .J. M. 1\L\CROSSAN said the 
gentleman who was to have the Chief Clerk's 
place receiver! .J:200 last year. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: He got 
£350 as a matter of fact. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said the 
rise was the most extraordinary one that had 
ever been ginn in the service. ,Just consider the 
length of time Mr. Horrocks had occupied his 
positi.m. He had been getting a salary of £371\, 
and now Mr. Brennan was to get an increased 
salary of £400 a year, simply because he was a 
son-in-law of the Auditor-General. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said :\fr. 
Horrocks' Ralary wtts £425 a year, as he had 
already pointed out, because, in addition to 
the £37ti •mlary, he received £50 as clerk to the 
:VIedical Board. The hon. gentleman had been 
pleased to giv~ certain reasons for the appoint
ment of .'ilr. Brennan. The matter had been 
under consideration for some time, and he (the 
Colonial Secretary) had been making inquiries to 
know where he could g:t hold of a thoroughly 
competent man. He d1d not care who he was, 
but it had been represented to him that Mr. 
Brennan would nutke a very good chief clerk. 
He had been appointed, but, if he did not turn 
out well, he (the Colonial Secretary) would be 
very glad to get rid of him again. The office 
was one that required a thoroughly competent 
man, and he believed ::\fr. Brennan would answer 
the requirements. At present he received £350 
a year, and the new office was worth £400. :i\Ir. 
Brennan was the best man he could get for 
£400 a ye.ar, after trying amongst all the publie 
officers who were receiving under that amount, 
and who would be willing to accept the position. 
He must eorrect the hon. gentleman in his 
statement as to what JYir. Brennan had been 
receiving. He was appointed twelve years ago 
to the Pn blic Service, and in 1879 he received 
£27.5 a year. That was five years ago, so that he 
(the Colonial Secretary) did not think the gentle
man had got on so very rapidly after all. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: What 
sabry did he receive the year before? 

The COLOKIAL SECRET AllY: £250 a 
year, but he was promoted to £275 in 1879. 

Mr. MIDGLEY said there was another 
feature of the f[Uestion. The gentleman who 
occupied the position before received £75 a year 
nut of the Pacific Island Immigration Fund. 
That class of work would now be taken from 
him. 

The COLONIAL SECHETARY: It is taken 
from him. 

1\Ir. MIDGLEY said that fnrthat reason the 
Ralary should be reduced instead of being 
increased. He would like also to mention 
that he believed the Government regulation 
that men in the Government offices were to 
work from 9 till 4, with no time for lunch, 
was more honoured in the breach than in the 
observance. · He knew himself that men who 
were pretty high up in the Civil Service wholly 
ignored the rule, and he had predicted that when 
the old 'Ystem was reveJ'ted to. As a matter of 
fact, those large salaries were paid for work 
which only lasted from H to 4, mimm an hour 
for lunch-exactly six bours. 

1884-4 \V 

Mr. FOOTE said the present was the time to 
redress grievances. He had not a gTeat deal to say 
about the \'Ote now before the Committee, but 
he had got hold of a little matter which, to his 
mind, was scarcely the thing. It appeared to be 
a pamphlet upon European immigration, !md 
was headed, "Queensland : a country for Euro
pean labour." He considered that the matters 
set fmth in the pamphlet were smnewhat mi'
le:tding, and hiR object in speaking now was to 
call the attention of the Govemment to the 
matter. The pamphlet referTerl to indented 
bbour, and in the 3rd parag-raph it said by the 
Act the employer can-

" l~ngnge each man for a pm·iod of two years. The 
planter will give the sum of £:W per year to every 
labourer, and will also find him in food in accordance 
with the seale of rations mentioned in the schedule. 
The wageR will he vaid monthly, less one-half during the 
first year.'' 

Of course, every indented labourer had a right, 
if he made an agreement, to stand by it, and the 
party etnpowering an agent to indent labour 
should set forth in the agreement the terms 
upon which the labourer was engaged. But the 
pamphlet went on to say, "as a guarantee of 
good faith on the part of the labourer, the half 
of the wageH retained during the first year will be 
forfeited in case of the agreement being broken." 
That appeared to him to be what he would call a 
hard contract. A man coming to the colony 
might have to work his first twelve months for 
£10 and his rations. Supposing that during the 
year the contractor became insolvent or died, or 
anything elRe occurred to prevent the man get
ting his wages, he would still be under the bond. 
He (Mr. Foote) pointed that out merely to show 
that in his opinion it was contrary to the spirit 
of all agreements that ought to be made between 
employer and emvloye. Since he had been in 
the colony he had never seen a clause in an agree
ment by which the labourer was bound in that 
way. The pamphlet said:-

" During the second year of the term the sum of £10 
of the wages. which has been left unpaid dnring the 
first year, will be held in the hands of the employer 
until the expiration of term of agreement, so thnt 
during this second year the immigrant reecives all due 
for that time." 
The contract did not say that the wages were to 
be paid monthly, or quarterly, or half-yearly; 
or whether the immigrant" as to work the whole 
period before he g'<lt his £10. The next thing he 
would like to call attention to was the hom·s of 
labour:-

" The hours of labour will be t'velve during the month 
that caneRcrushing is being earried on. and ten during 
the rest of the ~ear. As a general rule H ma;v be said 
that the crushing season embraces five or six monttls.'' 

Then with regard to absence through sickness, 
it was said:-

"If any labourer i~ absent from work under the plen, 
of sickness, his wages will not be paid during such time; 
also, 9d. per day may be charged for rations at the option 
of the employer, so aio.i to guard again:;t impoi'ture. If. 
owing to wet weather. no work mm be done, rations will 
be allowed, but 110 wages will be paid for hours not at 
work. rpon an average there are very few days so 
wet but what some kind of work can be found for the 
labourers." 
Then it was stated that the holidays allowed 
would be Sundays, Christmas Day, and Good 
Friday. He presumed that that provision was 
taken from some Act two centuries old ; at any 
rate, it was not from any modern Act. 

::\Ir. BitOOKES : Jamaica, 
Mr. FOOTE : Perhaps so. After that it was 

stttted that-
" A cooking-house. with oven and boiler large enough 

for the requiremtnts oft he number of the party, will be 
found by the planters. Wood and water. for cooking 
1mr poses, will be carr.ed when wantPd, provided water 
be not otherwise at hand,'' 
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The pamphlet then went on to tell intending 
immigrants about the mildnes~ of the climate, 
and to say, in fact, that it was so mild that they 
scarcely wanted houses to live in; or at all 
events, the houses required were of such a 
character that they need not be very careful 
about them :-

"The mild nature of the climate does not necessitate 
such substantial buildings as are common in European 
countries. rrhe houses usunl on plantations and farms 
are made of wood and roofed with galvanised iron. To 
every sixteen men, one such house measuring 16 feet x 
16 feet, and having a double row of bunks (as on ship
board), will be allotted. To married couples a house 
22 feet x 10 feet, divided into rooms with flreplace in 
one place or else an outside cooking shelter." 

That was to say, if there was no fireplace they 
would have to make one outside. He thought 
there was nothing more calculated to produce 
disease than having a lot of men huddled up 
together in the manner there described. Let 
them just imagine sixteen men in a building 
with a galvanised iron roof, cooped up just as 
they would be on board ship. It would not be 
a matter of surprise if any disease broke out in 
such a place. He almost regretted taking up so 
much time over a matter of that sort ; but he 
thought it was one that ought to be brought 
up. ·whatever the House might do to bring 
people to the colony, he certainly hoped it 
would be done in good faith, or without any 
intention to deceive, or that such hard-and-fast 
agreements were made that, during the period of 
their servitude, people would feel that it was 
something like imprisonment. Then, as to cart
drivers, the pamphlet said-

" The driver will have to rise at first sound of morning
bell, and groom and feed his own horse. rrhP. feed is 
usually cane-tops and maize, which arc chaffed and 
ground by the 1nachinery of the mill. \Yhen the 1nill 
is not working, then each horse-driver may be required 
to chaff and grind sufficient food for the horse he 
drives." 

It appeared, therefore, that a man who drove a 
horse would have to work a couple of hours 
more a day than others. The pamphlet 
then went on to describe that the people would 
have to work at sugar-boiling and other things, 
and stated that "night-work and overtime 
would often be required from all working at 
the mill." The other day the House discussed 
the question of men travelling stock and working 
on Sunday ; but there was a paragraph in the 
pamphlet stating that-

" To such as attend to the boilers a certain amount of 
Sunday labour will be necessitated, as t,his is the only 
day on which the tubes and fiues are cool enough to be 
cleaned ont." 

The next paragraph he would call attention to 
was, he considered, very misleading-

" TVaoes rulln{J in the Co1ony.-One of the main ob
jects of this pamphlet is to clearly point out to the 
intending immigrant that the rate of wages now offered 
to him during his two years of indenture is below the 
rate now paid to men in the colony. Labour is always 
in demand in a new country, and so wages arc high, 
generally speaking." 
This was the part he wished to mark-

" Ordinary farm la borers get from 15s. to 22s. 6d. per 
week in the northern half of the colony ; and 12s. to 
20s. per week in the southern half"'-
He did not think any employer of labour would 
hear out the statement that men in the southern 
part of the colony could be got for 12s. a week, 
or even for 20s. 

Mr. BLACK : Read the rest of it-read to the 
end. 

!VIr. FOOTE : 
''but during wheat harvest in the South, considerably 
higher wages rule." 
How long did the wheat harvest !aRt? It did not 
absorb the greater part of the labour. That t'art, 
in hki estimation, was misleading. He employed 

a good deal of labour, but he never came across 
any labour of that sort. He was paying now for 
farm labourers as high as 25s. a week. 

The Ho~. Sm T. IVIciL WRAITH : Do you 
find them too? 

!VIr. :FOOT:BJ said they found themselves. He 
did not do the ration business ; he paid them, 
and let them get what they liked best. He did 
not say he paid all of them that. The pamphlet 
went on:--

mrhe sugar manufacture is an industry that employs 
a larger nnmber of hands than any other agricultural 
occupation whatever, and the manufacturers have to 
compete with countries possessing an unlimited supply 
of cheap coloured labour; it cannot be carried on and 
pay for unskilled \Vork the high rate of w~ges now 
ruling in the colony. Hitherto the planters have 
employed South Sea. Islanders, who were paid £6 per 
year, with clothes and rations. 'fhe present Govern
ment of Queensland have now stopped this source of 
labour." 
That was news to him. He understood the 
Government had stopped kidnapping, and put 
down some very serious abuses, but he was 
under the impression that ships were still arri v
ing at the N" orthern ports with kanakas. It 
was not long ago that he noticed the arrival of 
one at IVIaryborough, and this week one had 
arrived at IVIackay. 

"The present Government of Queensland have now 
stopped this source of labour, but they say to the 
planters-' If you will pay us £2 per man we \Vill 
bring ont, in Government chartered ships, agricultural 
la.bourers from Europe, who, in consideration that they 
get their passage out to this colony free of expeuse, will 
be entitled to work at a less rate of wages,"-
And so on. He quite agreed---

IVIr. BLACK : Go on, read it all. 
Mr. :FOOTE: 

"'entitled to work at a less rate of wage than is cus
tomary at the time being for, say, the limited term of 
tw·o years; but we want you to get decent men who, 
after their term of indenture is worked out, will be 
likely to settle permanently in the colony, }Jreferably as 
farmers on their own bit of land.' The planters are 
quite willing to try this experiment, hence this more
ment and this pamphlet." 

That was quite right so far as the intention of 
the thing might go. 'Vhat was a man to do in 
the way of settlement if he worked for £20 
a year? The part he objected to was that a 
phtnter should be allowed to hold half the first 
year's \vages as a guarantee for the carrying ont 
of the agreen~ent. The next part to which he 
would refer was somewhat amusing. The writer, 
referring to the European coming to this country, 
said-

" He comes to a country where he can, without 
expense, get naturalised as an .Australian. He then has 
a vote in returning a member to the Parliamentary 
Assembly, no qualitication being re(1uired other than a, 
six months' residence in the district. Parliament is 
elected every five years, and already the Germans are so 
numerous in the colony that their vote is conrtcd by 
politicians; in fact, they largely contributed towards 
placing the }_)resent Government into power. All laws 
arc made by the Parliament elected by the vc,tes of 
Queensland residents. The Governor is the representa
tive of the Queen of England, lJut takes no active part 
in framing the laws." 
That, of course, would give the readers a great 
idea of liberty. The pamphlet, of course, had 
been sent home in the interests of the sugar
planters of Mackay. It went on-

" All kinds of fruits grmv well in the colony, accord
ing to the loeality chosen. In colder districts, such as 
Stanthorpe and rroowoomba, apples, lJears, peaches, 
plums, strawberries, and other l~uropean fruits thrive 
wel1; and in the Xorthern anU trovical districts. 
oranges, lemons, mangoes, pine-apples. bananas, and a 
host of other fruits can be easily grown." 

The thing was perfectly true, but what connec
tion had Stanthorpe with Mackay or Mackay 
with Stanthorpe? Of course the readers of the 
pamphlet would have in their mind the fruits to 
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which they were accustomed, and possibly they 
would not be accustomed to the tropical fruits. 
In that sense it would be misleading. He 
should have taken the whole document as the 
production of an inunigration agent. It Inight 
have been written by the hem. member for South 
Brisbane to charm people; but he did not believe 
the hon. member could do anything but make a 
fair representation of facts. His object in alluding 
to the pamphlet was to draw the attention 
of the Government to it; and he hoped, though 
they were very liberal with reference to immigra
tion, they would not foster anything of that sort. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he had 
seen the pamphlet, which was r,ent officially to 
him by the ~lackay sugar-planters. In a pre
vious letter which was sent to him, it was men
tioned that in order that no misunderstanding 
n1ight arise in regard to the nature of the agree
ment to be made in all its aspects, a copy of the 
pamphlet would he supplied to every labourer 
before signing, and a promise \vas made to for
ward him a copy of the pamphlet when it had 
been received from the >"Luthor. He did not 
know who the author was, but the pamphlet 
he got was the one to which the hon. gentle
man had referred. He thought the planters 
had much better revise their •cheme. If that 
pmnphlet represented the matured ideas of 
the l'lanters' Association in Mackay or of 
the planters' associations generally in the colony, 
it seemed to him they were illustrating the 
old proverb-" ·whom the gods wish to ciestroy 
they first make mad." Now, the hon. member 
for ~Tulgrave had spoken about "white slaves," 
anrl used the expreBsion "Coolie~Gern,ans." 
He thought the draft of that pamphlet 
must have been in his possession when he 
used it; for its intention was to convert white 
labourers into absolute slaves, treated no better 
than the slaves were treated in the West Indies, 
and housed no better. The accommodation pro
posed to be given to white men wns not fit for any 
human being. It was worse accommodation than 
was given to the kanakas at the present time ; and 
that was the proposition that was deliberately 
sent to the Government as the proposition of 
the planters, and with the request that the Gov
ernment would facilitate their efforts in intro
ducing white labourers on those terms. vVhy, 
to introduce men and put them to sleep in those 
places would be to introduce them to certain 
death ! He might say that he could scarcely be
lieve when he read it that such a scheme could 
be seriously proposed. As to the liberality of the 
terms and the wages offered he had little to say. 
He never before heard of a man being asked to 
engag-e himself on condition that when it rained 
his wages were stopped. He never had heard of 
such conditions in engaging a man by the year
that when his work was stopped by rain 
his wag-es were stopped, and when he was 
sick, not only were his wages to be stopped, but 
half his wages when he was well. He could 
assure them that if those were the terms on 
which the Government were expected to assist 
hn1nigration from Euro1Je, he for one would 
have nothing to do with it. He would not assist 
to bring any man from any country to be housed 
and treated in the way it was proposed to treat 
those men. He took that O[Jportunity to say so, 
and at once; if that was what the planters talked 
about giving the experiment a fair trial it showed 
they had loot their heads. The pamphlet also 
contained a most extmordinary statement. A 
more strong self-condemnation coulcl not be made 
by any body of men. The planters said the Govern
ment had stopped the source of labour from the 
South Sea Islands. A stronger condemnation of 
the S)'Stem that had been going on could not have 
been written. It meant that the whole system was 
nothing but a system of kidnapping. If stopping 

kidnapping stopped the supply of labour, what 
stronger condemnation of the system could be 
written than that? As to the statement they had 
put into the mouth of the Government, the Gov
ernment would express their own views. They 

i had expressed them before, and they declined to 
take them from anyone. He had read the 
pamphlet with reg-ret, and would write a formal 
reply to the Planters' Association to the same 
effect as the speech which he had just made. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said the 
hon. the Colonial Secretary had told them that 
he must have read that pamphlet before he spoke 
on the Immigration Act Amendment Act of 
1884. vV ell, he did not know that the pamphlet 
was issued, and he never saw it until it was 
in the hands of the hon. member for Bundanba. 
He would take the opportunity before very 
long to read it, and to know what the 
Colonial Secretary had been talking about, 
but, so far as he could see, the hem. 
gentleman had talked ag-ainst his own Bill 
which was passed a few months ago. They 
would have a little more discussion about the 
matter soon. He believed, himself, that the 
true fruit of the tree planted by the hon. mem
ber- the Premier of the colony- was the 
pamphlet, and what it was he did not know, but 
he would take the earliest chance of ascertain
ing if there was a copy to be got in the House. 
The first copy he saw was in the hands of the 
hon. member for Bundanba, though he had seen 
something like it in a Mackay paper about a 
fortnight ago. He should like to see the 
pamphlet. 

Mr. BROOKES; Yes; you had better see it. 
Mr. GRIMES said he should like to know 

what the hon. member for Mackay knew about 
the matter. It was strange there was only one 
copy of the pamphlet, and that that was given 
to a member on the Government side, and 
that the hem. member representing Mackay 
had no copy. It came from Mackay; it was 
published by the Mackay Planters' and Farmers' 
Association, and he knew the hon. gentleman 
(Mr. Black) was identified with that. 

Jliir. BROOKES : He is ashamed of it. 
The HoN. Sm T. MaiL WRAITH: Did the 

hon. member for Oxley get one? 
Mr. G RIMES : No ; I did not. I should very 

much like to have one or two soon. 
Jliir. BLACK said he was very g-lad the hon. 

member for Bundanba had referred to that 
matter. He held a copy of the pamphlet in his 
hand. It was sent to him ; and, although to a 
certain extent agreeing with a great deal that 
was in the pamphlet, he was certainly not going 
to hold himself respon•ible for it or endorse its 
contents. The pamphlet was the outcome of 
the Government policy. 

HoxouRAmE MEMBERS : Oh, oh ! 
1\IIr. BLACK said he would repeat that the 

pamphlet was the outcome of the Gov
ernment policy- that the cheap European 
labourers were to be brought out here 
to do the work of the kanakas in the canefields 
at the expense of the Government, and also at 
the expense of the working men already in the 
country. If there was any fault that anyone 
could find with that pamphlet it was its extreme 
sincerity. Every word that the hon. member 
for Bnndanha had read in connection with it
all that could be said about it in describing the 
colony, the work and the wages-simply meant: 
"Here is a plain straig-htforward statement of 
facts. \V e tell you before you like to engage ; 
we do not wish to mislead you ; we are trying to 
afford to pay the rates put down here. vV e 
tell you what kind of work it is, and if, under 
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those condition,;, you are willing to come and 
accept work, you certainly will not be able 
to say anything has been misrepresented." 
The Colonial Secretary, Heeing the difficulty he 
had got into through his labour policy, turned 
round now and said that if the planters expected 
the Government to assist them in that scheme 
they would be mistaken. He (Mr. Black) knew 
that all along. He knew the hon. gentleman 
was not sincere-knew the difficulty he was 
drifting into ; and now the hon. gentleman wa,; 
afraid to face the storm of indignation thttt his 
policy had raised throughout the country. As a 
statesman, would it not have been far better for 
the Colonittl Secretary to stty thttt he had looked 
at the pamphlet, and that he objected, for in
stance, to the size of the honse proposed. The 
planters would naturally say that they would 
increase the size of the house. Then the hon. 
gentleman might say to the planter-; that the 
proposal to stop wages when absent through 
bad weather or sickness was somewhat unfair. 
:No doubt the planters would also promise to 
reconsider that. But because of those small 
details the hon. gentleman said he would have 
nothing to do with the scheme ; he would not 
ttssist them to bring out that labour. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Not on 
such terms as those. 

Mr. BLACK: Why did not the hon. gentle
man say on what terms he would bring it out? 
\Vhy should he throw the onus of such a gigantic 
scheme on the planters-a scheme \Yhich involved 
the immigration of 5,000 or 6,000 labourers a 
year ? As to the stoppage of wages for wet 
weather or sickness, it was customary, he 
believed, in all industries ; all over the colony, 
among mechanics, shearers, and all sorts of labour, 
that system would be found to prevail; and as to 
retaining the first half-year's wages, there was 
nothing unusual in that. In many yearly con
tracts it was distinctly specified that wages were 
to be paid at the end of the term of service ; 
whereas, in the present case, only one-half the 
first year's wages was to be retained tts a 
guarantee of the labourer's good faith ; and the 
men would know the condition before they en
gaged. A clause of that kind would compel 
men to fulfil their agreements, and that was far 
better than bringing them before the local 
bench for breach of "'greement, and, perhaps, 
putting them in gaol. \Vhatever the success or 
otherwise of the scheme might be, the planters 
had no intention of compelling those men to 
work against their will. If men chose to 
engage on those terms, well and good ; but if 
they broke their agreements they would be allowed 
to go, unless the case was a very glaring one ; 
and their places would be filled by a fresh supply. 
As to the rate of remuneration, the planters had 
put down the sum they considered they could 
afford to pay. He was not saying that £20 a 
year was enough. If the planters could not get 
men at £20, they would have to pay £25; and if 
not at £25, they might be asked to giYe £30; but 
at present they were assured that large numbers 
of men would come out for £20 a year. It was well 
known that numbers went from the Continent 
to the United States and worked for two years 
for nothing, in order to get away from their own 
country. However, that was a matter for 
adjustment, and the planters had no intention of 
deceiving people at home. For the Colonial 
Secretary to stand up "'nd say he would 
refuse to carry out a scheme which he himself 
had promulgttted wtts a disgraceful position 
for the Premier of any colony to place 
himself in. As to the rate of wages, he 
would give the Committee an instance of the 
rate of wages which h"'d l>ttely been offered for 
work on a plantation near Brisbane. An able-

bodied man came out with his wife, three boys, 
aged respectively sixteen, fourteen, and thirteen, 
and two younger children. The man had been 
accustomed all his life to farming, and was just 
the sort of man who, with his family, should bo 
able to do g·uod service on a plantation. The 
1nan was nffere(l 7s. a week, ~tnd his three hoyi~ 
\verc to get Us. a week e-.tch. The wife and 
younger children \Vere to get nothing. 'J:here 
were to be free rations for the four males, anrt 
how'e accmnnwcln.ti<Hl wn.~ to be provided, \vhich, 
although not particnlarly specified, he assumed 
would he reasonably goorl. \Vhen not at 
work from any cmme a deduction was to 
be made from ·the wages. That was con
sidered a fair rate of wages to pay to a Euro
pean in Brisbane-to a man on the spot, whose 
suitability for the work could be seen by the 
employer. The wages offered by planters in the 
North were bettter than those which he was 
prepared to prove had been offered in Brisbane
but not accepted. As to the hours of labour
twelve during the crushing season, and ten at 
other times-that was customary in every 
agricultuml country in the world. There was 
nothing harsh in that. Besides, wa3 it not better 
to put it plainly in the pamphlet, so that the 
intending in1migrant n1ight know what the 
hours were, instead of bringing them out on a 
misunderstanding and haYe them object after
wards? ·with regard to wages not being paid 
during sickness, he was not prepared to say that 
that was a good clame. J<'or himself, he should 
rather be inclined, if satisfied tbat a man 
was honestly sick, to pay him his wages. So 
far he agreed with the hon. member for Bun
danba. The pttmphlet said the employer "may"' 
charge fld. per day for rations. It did not say 
he " will" do so. It was merely put there to 
meet the cases of labourers feigning sickness. 
The hon. gentleman also referred to the holiday,; 
as something extraordinary-" Sunday, Christ
mas Day, and Good Friday." He did not know 
what other day the hon. gentleman would like 
to insert, unless it was Separation Day, which 
was a day that was not held in very great 
esteem in the North, although the next 
Separation Day would be, and then there 
would be an additional day added to the 
list of holidays. As he had already said, 
there must be some mistake in reference to 
the dimensions of the houses ; 16 feet by lG 
feet was undoubtedly too small for sixteen 
men. That was an error; but a mistake of 
that sort was no reason why the head of the 
Government should abandon the whole scheme. 
The Colonial Secretary state<! that it was not the 
intention of the Government to interfere in any 
way with the n>te of wages that was to be paid. 
The planters would like nothing better than for 
the Government to take the matter int<> their 
own hands and absolve the planters from the 
difficulty. There was also the <Jnestion about 
horse-drivers, and what they had to do ; they 
had to work twelve hour·s in crop-time. 

Mr. FOOTE : They will have to get up two 
hours earlier to feed the horses. 

l\Ir. BLACK said the pamphlet did not say 
so, and he, knowing the working of a planttttiou, 
knew perfectly well that they did not do it. 
They had to work twelve hours a day in crop
time, and ten hours at other times. He did not 
see anything very strange in getting up to feed 
horses; but that was the description of labour that 
was to be broug-ht to take the place of kankaas. 

Mr. FOOT:B; said he would explain to the hon. 
member. He knew what the working of horses 
was, and he knew that if horses had to work in 
the field they had to be fed a couple of hours 
before. Anyone who knew anything about 
working horses knew that. 
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:M:r. BLACK said it was not a matter of vm·y 
great con~equence whether it was horses or aHses. 

Mr. FOOTE said he was a good judge of 
aH!)8S. 

Mr. BLACK said that was the class of animal 
with which the hun. gentleman had most to do. 
'l'hen there was night-work and overtime. He 
had not the slightest doubt that those men would 
only be too glad to be paid for overtime. There 
was nothing wrong with regard to the 
rate of wages ruling in the colony. The 
wa"es in the South were not better than 
tho~e offered to European immigrants. The 
only objection anyone could find to the 
pamphlet was its extreme sincerity. The hc~n. 
member for South Brisbmw had told h1m 
he approved of the pamphlet, with the exception 
of the rate of \Va.i'es, and son1e of the minor 
details. A leader appeared, to his astonishment, 
in one of the leading Brisbane papers-the 
Tr'e!II'<Lph - undoubtedly approving of the 
p:unphlet, and in very much the same language 
as the hon. member for South Brisbane had 
referred to it, to him, and he came to the con
clusion at once that that leader emanated from 
the hon. gentleman. 'rh ere was no necessity to 
go into every detail of the pamphlet now that 
the Colonial Secretary had stated that he 
would have none of it, and the planters 
would know what to do. In common 
fairness to an industry which was of great 
value to the colony, the hon. gentleman should 
tell the Committee what he w"'s going to do. 
'rhe planters having failed, according to the 
Colonial Secretary, in organising a scheme which 
met with the approbation of the Government, it 
was only fair that the Government should 
explain what they would do as an alternative. 
The reference to the South Sea Island trade was 
undoubtedly not true ; but he was not answer
able for all the sentiments contained in that 
pamphlet. The Government were anxious to 
stop it ; but that they had actually stopped it 
was untrue. They had imposed so many 
difficulties and regulations that, by indirect 
means, they were stopping it, and he had 
not the slightest doubt that at the end 
of a twelvemonth the South Sea Islands, as 
a field for labour, would have virtually ceased 
to exist. It was the intention of the Govern
ment to stop it as gradually as they possibly 
could. 'rhe whole argument was this: that for 
the last eighteen years a certttin description of 
labour had been used with beneficial results to 
the colony, and for certain reasons, political 
ones chiefly, that labour had become unpopu
lar · and the Government, wishing to meet 
the' views of those who had put them in 
power, had attempted to frame a scheme of 
cheap European labour. The Government 
had not made use of that word "cheap" ; 
but to take the place of colonred labour it 
must necessarily be cheap, especially in the 
present condition of the industry ; they would 
have to bring out cheap European labour to 
compete with the labouring people in the colony 
at present, which would be a more unpopular 
measure than the Polynesian labour was. The 
Government had brought in Loan Estimates 
amounting to £10,000,000 for works which, if 
carried out would create such a demand for 
labour in the colony, that it was quite impossible 
that such a system could succeed. Hence 
another difficulty had crept in ; the Government 
would be in competition with the manufacturing 
indu~tries of the colony, and the rate of wages 
would undoubtedly rise to such a rate that the 
planters would be umtble to get European labour 
to do tha work they wanted, as the men would 
always be inclined to go to the more congenial and 
better paid >vork. Seeing that Polynesian labour 

had brought the colony into disrepute, it would 
be better to do away with it altog-ether and allow 
Indian coolies to come in. It was merely a 
change of nationality. The regulations could 
he exactly the same. The Indian Government 
had assen.ted to those regulations for ensuring the 
colony against abuse, ~nd they had their own 
Government to see that they were properly 
treated whilst here. 

Mr. ,TORDAN said he took exception to the 
remarks made by the hon. member for Bundanba 
when he desired to connect him (Mr. J m·dan) 
with the idea of paying men 7s. 6d. a week. He 
thouo·ht it was most unfair, inasmuch as he had 
neve~ said anything in the House, in the. colony, 
or in Great Britain, that could fa1rly be 
interpreted in that . way. He had alwa;Ys 
believed that labourmg men should recm ve 
fair wages ; and so1ne time ago w]Ien he 'vas 
a candidate for South Brisbane-bemg strongly 
opposed to black labour, as he had always been
he suggested that the planters of Mackay and 
the North might be able to get valuable European 
labour at the rate of 15s. a week, with the addi
tion of rations. It was an unfair thing- to try 
and identify him with the proposal-:v~ich was 
most unfair and unreasonable-of obtammg men 
at 7s. 6d. a week. He had been ridiculed by the 
papers for making such a proposal as 15s. a week; 
but now it was gravely proposed by the planters 
that they should hire their labour at £20 a year 
-about 7s. 6c1. a week-which was just half of 
what he had proposed. 'l'he hon. m~m~er for 
Mackay said that he (JIIIr. Jordan) had mtJmated 
to him that he approved of the pamphlet. 
He had said this much : that the pamphlet 
was well written, and calcula,ted to attract 
labourers from Denmark, Sweden, and Nor
way, but he added immediately that the 
wages were very much too low. They ought 
to have offered 15s. a week. If the planters of 
JYiackay would offer 15s. a week and rations, 
and aive proper house accommodation, not such 
as w"as spoken of in the pamphlet, he was con
vinced they would be able to get a very large 
number of valuable labourers from England, as 
well as from the more northern parts of Europe. 
He believed if that were done-if the labourers 
were paid fair wages and fairly treated, the planters 
would find that they were better off than they 
were now. There w,;s no doubt in his mind that 
black labour in Queensland was doomed, and he 
rejoiced that he had lived to see the day when it 
was likely that black labour would be doomed. 
He believed the planters would be better off in 
the com'l':e of a few years with white. labour apd 
fair wages than they could ever poss1bly be w1th 
coolies or kanakas. 

Mr. FOOTE said he was sorry he had con
nected the hon. member for South Brisbane with 
the pamphlet; but he need not have done so, 
because he had connected himself with it. It 
appeared the hon. member had a previous know
ledge of it. The hon. member said he had a con
versation with the hon. member for Mackay, but 
he could not have noticed what he (JIIIr. }'oote) 
had said of him at the time. He had referred 
to a certain paragraph which showed what 
would grow in Queensland-what fruits could 
be produced at Toowoomba, Stanthorpe, and 
other places ; but he did not associate the 
hon. gentleman's name with the paragraph, or 
connect his name with the wages that were 
mentioned. He merely said that if such a glow
ing account had been given by an immigration 
agent such as the hon. member had once been, he 
'hould not have been surprised at it. 

J'vlr. BROOK.ES said there was a remarkable 
feature about the pamphlet. There was no date 
to it. It certainly referred to a.recently ~assed 
Aci, but there wa~ no ~ate on the outti!de Of 
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inside. As representing the planters, really he 
could not see what was contemplated by it. If it 
was intended to promote their own interests, 
he wanted to know why they should begin by 
writing the two dreadful paragraphs setting forth 
what their labourers were to expect, and then 
continuing with a paragraph relating to the 
ruling wages in the colony, showing that a 
labourer could do better anywhere in the colony 
rather than with the planters. They added to 
that by describing the climate of Queensland, and 
made out that some parts of the colony were 
more desirable than others to Jive in. But 
planters would be planters as long as the sun 
rose and set. There was one thing characteri~;tic 
of them all over the world, and that was-every
thing for themselves and nothing for anybody 
else. They really did not take any body el~;e into 
account ; but he had said that so often that per
haps it would be thought he was simply making 
the remark without being able to give any proof 
of it. In the recent additions to the Library, 
there was a book relating the experiences of an 
Assam planter, which gave an account of the trials 
and difficulties which the tea-planters there had 
had with the coolies. He (:Mr. Brookes) only 
wished all the people in the colony could just 
understand the difficulties which were likely to 
arise with coolies. The planters themselves did 
not know of half the difficulties. They were 
like so many boys-the planters of ::\Iackay. 
Grown and bearded men they might be, but they 
were like silly and inexperienced fools. 'There 
was a letter which appeared in the London Times, 
a late copy of which had been sent to him; and 
if he could get an opportunity Lefore the Hou,;e 
rose he would read a few extracts from it as 
going to prove what he had said. It showed 
clearly that the planters of Jamaica were just 
like the planters of Mackay. The planters at 
the former place fancied Jamaica was made 
for them, and the planters of Mackay thought 
Queensland was made for them. There was 
not an atom of difference between the two, 
and they showed the most marked selfishnPss 
throughout all their transactions. ·with regard 
to the letter in the London TimeB, to which he 
had referred before the adjournment for tea, 
he had not been able to get it; but he had in his 
hand another letter, also in the Times, written 
by the same gentleman, the Rev. Henry Clarke, 
Rector of \V estmoreland, Jamaica, who had 
been living for forty years in the principal sugar 
district of Jamaica. He (Mr. Brookes) did not 
wish to be tedious, but h« was desirous of giving 
a full answer to some statements made by the 
hon. member for Mackay, with which they were 
so familiar, about the importance of the sugar 
industry to Queensland, and the desirability 
of the Legislature taking care that it was 
properly protected and fostered. In the 
description of Jamaica, which he was about to 
read, he saw a description of Mackay; for it was 
Mackay that was kicking up all the disturbance. 
It was Mackay that claimed separation-not the 
North; and it was Mackay, and Mackay only, 
of which he spoke, when the other day he made 
a disagreeable remark to the effect that the 
planters had neither money nor brains, and that, 
though they had initiated the separation move
ment, they would not be able to carry it out. 
Mr. Clarke said :-

"It should be borne in minfl that since emancipation, 
almost ns much as before, the sugar bnsine~s has been 
in the hands of the "\Vest India body in J,ondon, and 
nobody in Jamaica has had any interest in it, except as 
their agents or dependants, and their influence at the 
Colonial Office has always enabled them to regulate 
legislation in their own favour." 
The part to which he would invite the close 
attention of hon. members was thb :-

.. During the last fift.y years they have been eon~tantly 
)."eeeivmg vast tnnns out of the 1•ublic r~,;vtmue of the 

island to import coolies for their private and exclu:;;ive 
ns.e under the name of immigrants, bnt who are really 
slaves; and, in the face of this fact, their presrnt outcry 
against bounty-fed sugar seems to me rather incon
sh;tent. 

"'l'axa.tion has been removed fr01r~ their estates and 
their imports, and placed chiefly on the fooll and 
raiment of the negrocs. ·whose wages aver:tge let-s than 
one shilling a day, which is not enongh to -,roYide for 
the man himself, much less for his wife and family. 

"rfhe SUO"ar estates, as hithertO mauagcd, lHLYC been 
a hindranc~ to the progress of the emancipated peuple 
in wealth as well as morals. As a rnle, they are l'entres 
of vice aml poverty. '!'he overseers have a salary of 
£150 or £:WO a vear. but as thev are liable to dismissal 
without any noi.ice, it is dangm:ons for a man of family 
to hold the position. 

"rrhe question now is not whet het• sngar prodnction 
is to cease in Jamaiea, for tlmt will never he so long as 
uegroes arc left in it; but whether it i~ to be produced 
for the bene1it of the producers, or for that of the \Vest 
Indian proprietors in J<~ngl:-tnd; and I have no douht. that 
\Vhen the labourers are allowed to reap the frnits of 
their own labours the prodnetiou of sugar will soon be 
larger than ever it was under slavery, the competition 
of bounty-fed beet-root notwithstanding." 
He close<! the letter by saying-

" If the existing sugar works were converted into 
central factories, with the same kind of management 
and machinery as are use(l in beet-root faetorie"~. the 
negroes growing thP canes on their own ac~COllllt and 
sellil1g· them to the faetories, ,Jamaica \VOuld hold her 
mvu against all the world." 

That wa" a true de,cription of lHackay at the 
present moment. He did not believe there was a 
sol vent planter in ~lack ay; they all existed on the 
breathoftlw banks. The hon. member for :i\lackay, 
by whom the claims of the sugar-planter' had 
been urged ad ncw.,crt?ll, had not scrupled to 
repeat a;, argument that the hon. member might 
depend would never be accepted hy the House 
or the colony, He seemed to fancy that because 
the gross value of the sugar hitherto produced 
had been large, therefore they were to look upon 
the phtnters with respect, without regard to the 
way in which they had obtained their labour. 
They were to forget altogether that the h'naka 
labour system had been an atrocious and dis
graceful system from the beginning-a scandal 
to t:,lueensland, and consequently to the British 
name, and a disgrace to all Australia. He (Mr. 
Brookes) ~aw in the pamphlet a complaint that 
the Government had stopped the South Sea 
Island labour; but he would remind the House 
that all that had been done in reference to the 
South Sea Island labour had been to stop the 
inictuity of it. He was almost going to say that 
had he been the Premier he would have taken 
further steps; but perhaps if he had the responsi
bility of the Premier he would have done exactly 
what had been done. But it was a trade of such 
a kind that if they cut off the iniquities of it, the 
immoralities, the drunkenness, the lawJe,snes•, 
the rapine, the ravishing of women, the abduction 
of little children, there would be no trade left. 
When the hon. member for :i\Iackay, and other 
gentlemen like him, spoke of the South Sea 
Island labour as nece>\sary to the prosperity of 
the sugar industry, they in so many words con
demned it, and put it out of any court where 
jtmtice and equity prevailed. Coming to 
the pamphlet, the mere details of the way 
in which the people were to be treated when 
they came into the unhalJPY custody of the 
sl1gar-planters were enough to disgust every 
right-minded man. The wages were to be £20 
a year-7s. Gd. a week, or something like that
and as half of that was to be kept by a bankrupt 
planter for twelve months, it did not at all follow 
that the labourer would ever get it. Then no 
European labourer, even the Spaniard, accus
tomed to the poorest of diet, or the ?> eapolitan, 
who lived on the smell of an oil-rag, would 
he contented with the meagre scale of diet. 
There W>ts no salt or pepper to he supplied ; the 
labourer no duuut would ha Ye to pro,'ide himself 
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with those necessaries out of his 7s. 6d. a week
or what was really 3s. 9d. a week. Then as to 
the hours of labour. They were to be twelve 
hours during the crushing months and ten hours 
during the rest of the year, but there was no 
mention in the paragraph as to the time allowed 
for meals. He hoped that the subject would be dealt 
with by an hon. member in the Committee who 
was a sugar-planter, and who knew exactly the 
hest way to treat his labourers. He knew very 
well what that hon. gentleman's feelings were as 
to the manner in whiph it was proposed to 
treat those bbtJurers. The pamgraph on 
" .. Absence through Hickness~~ waH atrocious ; it 
was worse even than the condemned system of 
coolie labour in Trinidad or J a1uaica, or even 
the :\[auritius. The labourer, in case of sickness, 
wa,; to lose even his 3s. !Jd. a week. And 
suppo::;e it c.rtn1e on to rain, whet·e \Vas he to go? 
Into a place 16 feet by 16 feet, containing sixteen 
bunkH, with a 3-feet passage-a galvanised iron 
Dutcl1 oven. There was no hospital, no pro
Yision for meclicine, no solicitucle for them in any 
way. "\Vhy, the planters treatecl their horse• and 
bullocks with more consideration tlMn they pro
posed to treat those men! Jlviarried couples were to 
be providecl with "a house 22 feet by 10 feet, 
divided into two rooms, with fireplace in one, 
or ehe an outside cooking shelter." It was a 
disguised slavery ; and yet, forsooth, with a for
getfulness born of selfishness, the hon. member 
for ~[ackay would blame the Government for 
overlooking the rights of the poor \Vorking tnan, 
and would look at the pla,nters as being the real 
friends of the poor working man. And the hon. 
member blamed the Government for that. Well, 
he really must leave him to settle that and 
an:-3wer that conundrun1, for it was a gl'eat 
conundrum; but this he might say-it was not 
in the power of any Government to provide the 
sugar-planters or anybody else with such labour. 
No Government had it in its power to supply 
any industry with that class of labour at wages 
lower than those of the ordinary working men. 
He had always been gi.-en to understand
there were legal gentlemen in the Committee 
who could correct him if he was wrong-he bar! 
always understood that under :md above all 
statute law there was the common law, the 
right of justice. To an unfortunate man to 
whom ±:20 a year was offered in some of the 
impoverished parts of the Continent it mi:,:ht 
seem a small fortune, but if such men came 
here in thotN1llfh and lan<led at 1\Iackay ancl 
were handed over to the tender mercies of 
those planters, and found that the contracts 
they had signed on the Continent were such 
contracts as would not be made by anyone 
already in the colony, they might break those 
contracts, and no just magistrate would condemn 
them for doing so. The voice of the people would 
uphold them in breaking their contracts and 
leaving such employment. Let not a single sugar
planter for one moment suppose they hacl any 
retreat like that; they had none at all. It came 
down to a plain matter of figures-arithmetic, 
common sense-that if the sugar industry could 
not stand on its own merits and pay reasonable 
\vages~such wages as they could get n1en to 
work for-then the industry mtmt perish, and 
all the money it had made woul<l be as mere 
dust in the balance. It would go for nothing. 
Every shilling had been made by injustice, fraud, 
and wrong; and it was time they put an 
end to it. But the preposterousness and folly of 
issuing the pamphlet was out of all question. The 
hon. member for Mackay had called it a proof 
of their sincerity. It was not a proof of their 
sincerity ; it was a proof of their vercbncy and 
greenness to publish all that, and then to show 
that iun11igrants could earn three time.::\ a_, n1uch 
wages in other parts of the colony. It had 

shown, also, that there were none so blind as 
those who would not see; and the man who injured 
his own self-interest the most was the most selfish 
man. He would take upon himself, on behalf 
of the colony-he was speaking for the working 
man-to denounce all that. He would tell the 
planters they were no better than anybody else, 
and not half as good as a great many people 
in the colony. They had got their labour 
under false pretences, lived on credit, got 
lancl too cheap, bought their machinery on 
credit, and he did not believe a single ton of 
sugar ever made in the colony had even paid its 
expenses. It was time that rotten system fell 
through, and he maintained-and he had always 
maintained-the secret of success of an industry 
was high wages-good wages. 'fhirty-five years 
ago in the United States a man wanted a dollar 
a day and good rations, and unless the rations 
were of the best kind the man left his situation. 
Were the rations here good ? They were 
far better fed in the Benevolent Asylum 
at Dunwich than the planters proposed to 
feed them, and far better housed too. He 
would again say that the pamphlet was con
demnatory only of the planters, who were 
certainly not wise in their genemtion ; but 
they were very wise in leaving out the date. It 
might ha\'e been issued twentyyears ago, and 
it could not fix them to anything. But as 
an exhibition of the will and spirit of the 
planters it was invaluable ; a,nd the effect of it 
would be to arouse throughout the whole colony 
a stronger feeling of aversion to the sugar sy:stern 
as carried on as yet, and to all those engaged 
in it. 

Mr. BLACK said that as considerable reference 
had been made to that pamphlet, and as only 
certain portions, according to the feelings of hon. 
gentlemen who had spoken on the subject, had 
been referred to in the Committee, he thought it 
was only fair that the pamphlet, which had been 
a matter of considerable discussion that evening, 
and which was very likely to be a source of still 
further discussion, should be read, especially as 
it appeared there were only a limited number of 
copies here; so that hon. gentlemen might know 
what they were talking about. Certainly, from 
the speech of the last hon. member, that did not 
appear to be the case. It was headed-'' Queens
land as a field for European immigrants. The 
Government of the British colony of Queens
land." 

Mr. MIDGLEY said he rosetoapoint of order. 
They were not debating that pamphlet, but they 
were debating the item of Immigration in the 
Estimates. If the hon. member was going to 
read the whole of that pamphlet he ~hould 
have another terribly long speech to make 
on the subject. He thought it was not the 
subject before the Committee. 

Mr. ARCHER: "\Vhat is the point of order? 
Mr. MIDG LEY : That that subject is not the 

subject of clebttte. 
'l'he CHAIRMAN said the subject before the 

Committee was the Immigration vote, and that 
pamphlet, he unclerstood, dealt with immigra
tion. The hon. member was in order. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Will the 
hon. member only read the material points? 

Mr. BLACK said the whole of the pamphlet 
was material-he thought it very materi<tl 
indeed, especially as the Colonial Secretary had 
expressed his intention to write up to the 
Planters' Association and tell them he would do 
nothing to assist them in carrying out the 
scheme, which he himself had sug-gested as a 
solution of the labour difficulty of the North. 

The COLO::\IAL SECHETARY so,id he 
would correct the hon. gentleman. He had 
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stated that he should inform the planter~, in 
answer to their letter sending him the pamphl<Jt, 
that the Government were not prepared to assist 
in the introduction of labourers on the terms 
stated in that pamphlet. 

Mr. BLACK said it was then very important 
that the colony and the Committee should under
stttnd what those terms really were to which the 
Colonial Secretary had taken exception, and 
whether he (Mr. Black) was not justified in 
asking that the Colonial Secretary, in refusing to 
act on the terms and conditions set forth there, 
should not fairly be asked to state on what terms 
and conditions he was prepared to give relief. 
"QUEI<:NSLAI'\D A~ A }.,U~LD l'Olt ]~UROI'KAN I~DIIGRANT~. 

"The Government of t.he British Colony of Queens
land, in Australia, being desirous of introdncinn· a()'ricul~ 
tural immigrants who will eventually settle ~lo~rn on 
small fa1·ms of their own, have lately passect an Immi
gration Act by wliiP-h any employer can. under inden
ture. introduce any number of }~nrotJCHll agricultural 
labourers, provided he pays IL sum of £2 per llerson. 
rrhe immigrant will, however, have to pay £1 for a ship
board kit of utensils required on the voyage. 

"rnw sugar-<~ane farmer~ and manufacturers of the 
colony, being des irons ot' taking advantage of this Act 
to obtain labourers to work their plantations, have 
eausecl, through the :l\-[acka~· l)la11ters' and }<1armers' 
A~sociation, this pamphlet to be written, in orcler tlmt 
rvery labourer may, by perusing it previom; to hi::; 
rntering into any engagement, fltlly understand the 
f;Ort of labour he is hired to do, the conditions of his 
indenture, the nature of the climate, the ruling rate of 
wages in the colony to those not under indenture, and 
what advantages there are in the colony to indut:C the 
labourer, after the term of his agreement expires, to 
settle down as a farmer upon his own land. 

"It is allowed by the Act that the employer can 
engage eaeh man for a term of t,wo r21 years. 'rhe 
planters will give the sum of twent~· pounds (£20) ]ler 
year to every labourer so agreeing, ancl also 1ind him in 
food in accordance with the seale of ration$; noted 
belmv. rrhese 'vages will be paid monthly, less the one
half during the first year. whieh ·will be retained in the 
employer's hands until the expiration oi the second 
year of agreement. as a guarantee of good ftlith on the 
part of the labourer, and whieh ~nm is to be forfeited if 
through any cause the agreement is broken. The wage~ 
will commence from date of arrival !it plan tat ion. rrhe 
term of agreement to be also counted fro111 date of 
arrival at plantation. 

.. Dm·ing the second year of the term the smn of ten 
pounds of the wages. which ha~ 1 een left unpRid during 
the first year. w·ill be held in the han(ls of the employer 
until the expiration of term of agreement. ~o that (luring 
thi~ second year the immigrant rcreh·f's all due for that 
time. 

"}{(1//ntt.<?.-Rations will he RcrvC'd ont om•c a week, 
according to t.he following S(~ale per adult. viz.: -8 lhs. 
wheaten flour ; 12lhs. hcef, fresh or salt: :} lb. tea; .2 lh:-3. 
sng:tr. 

·' Cook.---rt shnll he optional with the iuunig1·ant~ to 
f'lect one of their own nu m her to aet ns c.ook. in whic·h 
('a~e the em}Jloyt>r will pay his wage~. but sllonlfl. there 
110t be one amongl't Uwm willing to perform tlte 'York 
the amount of one man'R wages 'vill be allowed to the 
immigrants to enable them to proYide a ('OOk elsewhere. 

"How·.<r QF L(llJow·.~-Tbe hours of labour wi·ll he 
twelve (121 llnring· the months that cane-crushing is 
being carried on, and ten (10J hours during the rest of 
the year. A~ a general rule it may be said thnt the 
ernshing ~eason embraces five to Hix months. 

'' Ab.<wnce thmu(!h Sic!cnf'Ss.--If an~· labourer is absent 
from work under the plea (\f sickness, his wages will 
not be paid during such time; also ninepcnee (9d.) per 
dny may be charged for rations at the option of the 
employer, so ai'i to gunrd against imposture. If, owin~ 
to 'vet WPather, no work can br- done, rations will be 
allowed. but no wages will be paid for hours not at work. 
Upon an average there are very few days so wet but 
what ~ome kind of work can be founcl for the labourer. 

·• }f()litff'!f-".-'l'lw holidays allow·ecl will be Sunday~. 
C'hri:;;tm:ts Dny. and Good Ij'ridnv. 

·• C0rd; Hr;tuw.---A ~~ooking~honsr with m·en flll(l 

boiler la.n.?:e enough for the requirements of the number 
of the party will be found by the planter~. 

.. Frtef f'l1d n·-r,ler.---""oorl and tvatcr for cooking 
purpose:5 will be earte1l when wanted, prori<led water 
be nut otherwi~c at lmlHL 

"llouseN.-The mild uaturr ot' thC' climate doe~ not. 
ne('essitatc sucl1 ~ub~ta.ntial buil1lin;.!s as arc commo11 m 

J:; uropCJ;n cotDJtrie•. The hot\;es usual on plantations 

and farms are matle of wood and roofed with galva11ised 
iron. rro every sixteen (16) men one such house 
mca~uring- 16 feet. b.\" 16feet. and having a donble row of' 
bunks ras on shipboard) will be allotted. To married 
eonples ~L house 22feet by 10 feet. divided into two rooms 
with fireplace in one or ebe an outside cooking shelter. 

" TVod; to be Done. 
<I rrhe kind of work rcq uired to bf' done by the 

labourer upon a sugar plantation is very ehangeable 
ancl variefl. One day a man may be doing one thing, 
and the next, (1nite a different job. 

"Cort DJ~u;e~·s.-Tllere is driving- a, horse and cart, 
of which ten (10) to a hundred !lOO) are used on caeh 
plantation, aceording to its size. The carts are ehiefly 
used for carting wood to the furnaces, and cane to the 
mill. This work is perhaps the lighte~t of any duty that 
will he assigned to the lahonrer, ~tnd youths of from 
fifteen (15) years up can do it as well as anyone. Unt 
the driver will have to rise at first sound of morning 
bell, and g-room anfl. feed his own horse. ·rhe feed is 
usnally cane-tops an1l maize, which nre chHffed a,nd 
ground by the Hutchiuery of the mill. ·when the mill is 
not working then each hor~c-driver may be required to 
chaff a11d grind suflieient t"ood for the horses he drives. 

'
1 Plou{fhliwn.-~The ploughnum has three !3! horses 

under his care. and as required uses them for cultivating, 
harro,ving, rolling, carting woofl or cane, or any ""-ork 
ordered by the orerseer. He has also to groom and 
feed his own team, and to oil and t~tke care of their 
harness. 

u Pield JVork .-Home of the work required by those 
lahourers not e111ployecl with horses, \Vill he the follow
ing :-To plant cane cuttings. to hand-hoe anfl pull ont 
weeds, to cut ditches awl lay stoue or olhm· drains, to 
make and relHLir the roads on the estate, to use piek and 
shovel as required, to gruh np or fell and saw and split 
up treP"l into 1irewoocl, or posts, to cut down sernh or 
jungle, to burn and clear or split np the same, to tr~tsh 
ft.hat is to remove the deatl lower lea vf~s from the cane 
as it grmvs tall), to f'Ut down the cane, to carry to and 
load up the carts with cane or wooa, etc., and any work 
which tile field oYerseer orders to be done. 

"Jlill JVo,·k.-~In and about the mill, the lab0urers' 
work includes the carrying or cane, as discharged from 
the cart, to the rollers to be crushed ; also to spread the 
megass or crushed rttne to dry for fuPl, to tire up the 
boilers, to attend to the clenring, evaporatin~, ancl 
boiling of the juice; to work among and in the sugar 
and molasses vats: to clean out all vats, tanl(s, ViJles, 
1lom·s, machinery, etc., as ordc-:red hy the mill overi:ieer. 

":Xight work and overtime will often be required from 
all working at the mill, and to such as attend t.1) the 
boilers a certain amount or Sunday labour will be 
necessitat.ed, as this is the only day upon which the 
tubes anU flues arc cool enough to lJc cleaned ont. 

"Skill AcrJFi,•Ar{ is EfJlfal to r1 .!.Vew T;·arle LNJ1'!Wd.~~ 
~\.t many of these ot:cupations skill will soon be 
ae(tuirecl by the labourer, in some branch of work 
which he likes best, or which bost suits his 
ability. '!'his skill t•nn in future years he of great 
nse; in faet, it b like learning a new trade suitable for 
the ('.olony's want~. 1·'or instance. wood-splitting. tree
~t·uhbing-, and scrnlH·learing will alwa;p; be required in 
the el)lony: a mau skilful in ~ueh work w~cd not. he 
afraid to travPl over any part of Queenslaud, for he can 
alwa.ys get such iohs either on contract or at good wage~. 
Ploug:hing is also a trade commanding constant work in 
all the conF~t and :~gricultural cli!-itl·icts, and a trade for 
which t.here is hound to be an ever-increasing demand, 
as the J::tnd gets more and more settled upon. The 
active and obson·ant man has also the ehance of rising 
to be tield over:wer or mill manager. Contract work for 
all field operations is likely to be largely adopted in 
future years on vlantations: ~o that a body of men 
whose indentures had expired could. through being con~ 
versant with the work, take such jobs at prices remu
nerative to tllE'mselves. nncl fair to the "planters. 

" In the mill operations there are many arts, which, if 
attention is taken to ac(1nire, 'vonld he eertain to com
mand good wages in fut.ure years. rrhere is the chtl'lw 
fieation of t.l18 jniee ra most importaut puint) ; the 
cvaporatillg of the same in open or stf'mn pans; the 
woTking of the filters; the drying h~' steam-driven 
centrifug·al~; the engine-driving and furmwe-liriug ; :u1Cl 
lastly but not least, the actnal.-.ngax-grannlating. and the 
mill managenwnt. All of these are, as it were, a special 
trade, in so far that the man who hns taken the trouble 
to :wquire t.he particular skill in one or more of them 
can be :mre of re-employment evP.ry season in the .same 
mill lll'Obabl:v, .,r, as the fame of gciod \Vorh:mrn soon 
~lll'c>adR amon~ the cmploy~:rs. in some other of lhc 
many mill:-; ill t.hn country. at. an adYaneefl rate of wagct'. 

"~\'o P~·(~jllrfir·<' ('f/1~' ,,...;1 t~·u,·o,Jcan Pw·eig;u•;·s.-
Fnreigncr~ \\"illlind that their n:ttionality will he no bar 
to thCir obtaining '\vork in Qneent;lauJ. They '"ill just 
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n~ soo11 be chosen by any employer as if they were 
l~nglil!\h, Scotch, Irish, or A nst.ralians. People here ha 'e 
hid aside national prejndiees against. Europeans of 
other countries tha .. n their own when they left the old 
land. 

" JVages lluling in the Golony.~One of the main 
object;;; of this pamphlet is to clenrly 1>oint out to the 
intending immigrant that the rate of wage~ nmv oJl'cred 
to him dtwiug his two 1.2J years of indenture is below 
the ra.te now paid to men in thr- colony. Labour is 
always in demand in n new conntry, a,nd so wagefl are 
high, generally speaking. 01·dinary f~Lrm labourers get 
from fifteen shillings (l5s.) to twenty-two shillings and 
sixpence (22s. Gd.) per wct~k, in the northern half of the 
eolony; and twelve shillings (12$.) to twenty shillings 
<20s.) per week, in the southern half, hut during wht'nt 
lmrvest in the South con"Siderably higher rate"'~ rule. 

·• 'rhe sugar manufactnre is an industry that employs 
a larger number of hands than any other agTienltural 
OCl~npation whatever, and the numnfactnrers have to 
compete with countries vos~cssing an unlimited supply 
of ehc~~p coloured labour, it cannot be carried on and pay 
for tmskilled work the high rate of wages now ruling- in 
the colon~-. Hitherto the planters have employed South 
Kea, Islanders, who were paid six JlOU11(ls (£6) 11er year, 
with clothes and rations. '!'lie present Government of 
Queensland have now stop110d this source oflabour; but 
they say to the planter:~' If you \YiH pay us two ponnds 
(£2\ per man, we will hring out, iu Government chartered 
ships, agricultural labourers from Europe. who, in con
sideration that they get their passage out to this colony 
free of expense, will be entitled to work at a less rate of 
wag;c than i:o; cnstomary at the time being, for -say the 
limited term of two ym~rs; but we want you to get 
decent men. who, after their term of indenture is \Yorkecl 
ont, will be likely to settle permanently in t.l1e colony, 
preferably as farmers on their 0\Yn bit of land.' The 
planters are quite willing to try this experiment, hence 
this movement and this pamphlet. 

~·The ne\v comer must ]<)Qk to the following adYan
tages \V hi eh he will reap :-

" 1. He is hroug:ht, free of expense to hinu;elf, to a 
vigorous and progressive eolony. 

.. 2. He learn~, during his two years of indenture, 
colonial ways and customs, and has an opportunity of 
learning the English language. and in the instances 
pointed out 1n·evionsly, he also learns a trade suitable 
to the country's wants. 

~< 3. He comes to a country where he can without ex
pense get naturalised as an Australian. He then has a 
Yote in rcttn·ning a member to the Parlh~me11tary 
.\_si:iembly; no lputlification being recp1ired other than a 
~ix months' residence in the district. Parliament is 
eler.tcd every five years, and already the Germans arc 
so numerous in the colony that thetr vote is courted by 
politicians; in fact, they largely eontributed towards 
Jllaciug the present GoYermucnt into pm.ver. All laws 
are made b;_y the P:-trliament elected by the votes of 
Queensland residents. 'rhe &overnor is the representa
tive of the Queen of England, bnt takes no active part 
in framing the laws. 

"fTennan Pcwmm·.s-.~'J'here nre ~L large number of 
German farmers settled in the colony; more particularly 
in the southern district~. They have proved themselves 
to be worthy of being (•lassed among the most successful 
of colonists, and their comfortable homes are to be seen 
clotted up and down our river banks. Sueh plodding; 
industry and sobriety as the Germ:m ~how:- is bound in 
the long run to reap success iu a free countrY like 
~\.ustralia. 'l'lle vine grows well in many parts of Qli.eens
land, and the chief winegrowers are Germans. 'l'he 
writer of thi~ pamphlet has Yisited many of the vine
yards, and always found comfort and plenty, even 
affluence as the result of culture of the grape. 'l'hcre 
is no serious disease of the vine at. present in the 
e()lony; and in a. hot climate like Australia the demand 
for light wine drinks will ahvays be enm·mous. ·n-ine 
is, too, an exportable product, and the German labourer 
could not. have a better object in view than to ulti
mately brcome a grape grnwer. How he will be able to 
select a farm for himself will be shown presently. 

'' Onr German farmers cultivate maize, wlH•nt, arrow
root, bananas, and sng-ar-cane, from each and all of 
which a comfortable living is to he made. rrhe supply 
of e~gR, butter, poultr.v, and 1nilk. is not half equal to 
the dcJll}llld of the lo1~al towus, but what is snppliecl is 
largely the product of German farmers. 

" )...ll kinds of fruit grows well in the colony, accord
ing to the loealitT" chosen. In colder districts such as 
Stanthorpe, and ~ Toowoomba, apples, pears. peaches, 
plnm::;, strawberrie~, and other J~uropean fruits thrive 
well; a.n<l in the X ort.hern anll tropical districts, oranges, 
lemons, mango:". pinc~apples, ba.nrtnas, and ~L host of 
other fruits Call he casil.Y grown. l·~nropean potatoes 
and vegetable:-: give heayy crops in the coldcr locali
ties, and do fairly well in llotter ,parts if gro7tu 

during the winter months. Sweet potatoes (a 
kind of yaml are the great stand-by of the farmer ; 
the crop never fails, is easy of cultivation, yields 
enormously, and i~ good food for all ta.rm animals, uud 
mankinU. as well. 'l'hey are daily on the farmer's dinner
table, and arc largely used on all plantations. Pump
kins, melon:-5, and cucumbers grow rmnpantly, with 
hardly any cultivation. Tomatoes are as weeds in the 
profusion of the1r grmvth, and lucerne yields eonstant 
and heav~r erops of hay. So much for what the farmer 
can grow, \V hen he gets a farm for himself. 'l'llere is no 
exaggcratiou in these statements. 

" l\-iany of the capitalists \Yho lmve investefl money in 
sugar plantations aml machinery would prefer to sep
ara.te t0 a grpnt extent the agricultural part of their 
businE\ISS from the manufacturing, hy !rasing their land 
to suitable men to cultivate, anrt. purchasing the <~sme 
from therG delivered at the mills. ~neh a scheme it 
is at preseut impossible to carry out, as such a man 
would n·J\v be qtute unable to obtain labour for his 
farm, either in sutlicient numbers or at n snfiidently 
low rate to make the industry remunerative. In 
view of a large influx of intelligent J<;urO]Jean labourers 
this plan \vill undonbterUy soon be extensively entered 
upon. 'fhe idea is to let the plantations in .small areas 
at a VPry nominal rent to time-expired labourers. who 
will have to grow, cultivate, cut, and deliver the sugar 
cane at the n1ill, the proprietor paying them so much 
per ton weight of canes. rrhis is to n considerable 
extent now practised among farmers who are lneky 
enough to own a farm near to a. mill, the mill-owner 
bnyinK the cane on the field, or delivered at the mill, as 
per agreement. 'l'his is one of the i:iimplest and most 
profitable modes of farming, for the market is at the 
farmer~' very door, there is uo hawking of produce 
round the nearest town before a purchaser can be found. 
:Jiany German farmers are engaged in this work. In 
some district~ farmers erect their own mills and the 
juiee only is tran::;ported to the refinery or mill. 

"Jf71el't' Land is to lJe fourul.~There are thousands 
and thousands of acres of scrub lauds still unoccupied 
in the colonv. In the southern distriets and around 
::\Iackav. eYm;,r acre is now taken up, but further north 
there iS abun(lant land to be got for the looking for . 

"Jlonu'slead ClausP,~.--'l'he process of obtaining land, 
briefly stated, is this: :Prom tiine to time the Govern
ment proelahn certain dhtrict~ open to rsdeetion as 
homestead areas. That means that anv man or un~ 
married woman, over eighteen years old,~ can go there 
and put in an applieation for 160 acres. or less, but not 
more; with the application he deposits at the local 
Land Offi.ee one year's rent of the land and survey fees, 
which are not much. If two or more apply for the 
same piece of land upon the same day, then the 
land oflicer c•anses the,n to draw lots for it, other
wise the man \Vho first lodged his application gets the 
land. 'l'he rent charged by the Government is only 6d. 
pt~r acre per year for live years. rrhen the land becomes 
the property of the selector, provided he has fulfilled 
the following conditions, viz. :~l~ffected improvements 
to the value of 10s. per acre, and has lived continuously 
on the land for the whole of the five (5) years. 'l'his 
latter point is imperative. 'l'his is the nwst liberal land 
law upon the faee of the earth; for half-a-crown an acre, 
payable over 1iYe years, the 1nost fertile land is given 
away. The iwmigrant wishing to take advantage of 
this homestead <'1ause will require some little capital in 
order to travel and find his land, to start his farm with 
toolH, lv:mse, and fencing, and to live while no returns 
are coming in. It b a wii:ie course to spencl a year or 
two as a servant so as to learn experience in the 
colony's w:1ges, and to carefully save up all wages, at 
the same time as he can keep his eyes open as to the 
most suitable localitY in whieh to make his future 
home, and the best method of going about it. 

" Cllmate.~'fhe climate of Queensland is hot during 
the six summer months, th·tt is, from October to 3-:Iarch, 
but beautHully mild and genial during the six \Vinter 
months, April to September. Spring and autumn may 
hardly be said to exist as separate seasons, for they are 
merged into summer and winter. In the winter of the 
south, and partieu!arly of the interior, sharp biting 
frosts occur, and cold westerly winds blow, but snow 
never falls. In the sugar-growing districts of the 
tropical portion of the colony the exeessive heat is 
fortunately tempered by the trade winds, but among 
the {~ane~fields or in sheltered valleys the heat is at 
times very oppressive. rl'he clothing required is conse .. 
qner1tly light and i11expensive; trousers, shirt. broad
brimmed hat an cl boots, being all that are required; at 
night. a blanket is not needed for six months in the 
year. 'rhe rainy season is in the months of l~ebrual'y, 
Mareh, and April; uxces!'live and heavy ra,im; then fall, 
hut t,lw number ot davs on which it is too \VCL to work is 

. .a~tonishingly small; the porous nature of the :scrub soilt'~ 
and much of the land und2r cane euabl.e ·operations to 



1482 [.ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

be resumed after heavy rain, when anyone unacqnainted 
with the f;tet would consider that no work could be 
undertaken for clay.-;, Thus the labourer \Yill in reality 
lose bnt 1\.~w days' wages through wet weather. 

" GeneJ·c1lly a Ilerdthy Cliowte.-'l'hc general healtli 
on all plantations is good; deaths seldom occur. 'l'he 
only illnr::~s that nretl be particnhtrly ment.ioncd is the 
colonial fever and ague. 'l'his is <L low, lleprcssing fever 
which is vrevalent on all ncnv lands ·when tirst O<~cnpied, 
and varticnlarly so in scrub-covered localities; a::- culti
vation extends, even as the sernb is clcnred awa.v from 
the iuunetliate surrounding of the (lwdling, so do~c~ this 
fever rapidly disappear, aull then the normal state of the 
rln~trict i~ healthy. This fever is not a vwlent, Yirnlent 
one like the yellow fever of tropical America. Proper 
medical treatment easily mastm·s it as long as the 
patient is able to take care of himself. lL is \Vhere this 
en re cnnnot be taken that it is so rife, as among railway 
mtvvics, pioneers of scruh plantations, early selectors, 
and such whose occupatio 1s cause them to sleep in 
tents in fever-haunted lands, and where food is neces
sarily of an unchange<lble nature. 'l'he same cause, ex
posure and poor food, and also the drinking of too much 
water lluring hot weather, often brings on disease and 
dysentery." 

That was that terrible pamphlet, and he 
maintained that it was a straightforward, honest 
pamphlet. There was nothing misleading in it; 
it was not like those immigration lecturers who 
went home and drew glowing accounts of the 
colony without giving any of its disadvantages. 
Bnt it honestly set before intending immigrants 
a fairly drawn picture of what they might expect 
when they came here ; so that they would not 
come out under the impression that they were 
going· to receive a higher rate of wages than they 
were likely to receive. He saw nothing in it to 
cause the indignation that had been expressed by 
the Colonial :::iecretary on the subject that even
ing. He was not prepared tu accept any respon
sibility in connection with the pamphlet, and, a~ 
for the remark of the last sveaker, who said 
it was Mackay that had done all that, he 
could assure him that he was mistaken. 
The intention to take advantag·e of the Act 
existed in other parts of the colony as well as 
J\.Iackay. The Mackny planters had undoubtedly 
arranged to introduce 800 men, and in that 
way facilitate the introduction of European 
labour, but the movement was in no way 
confined to Mackay. 'l'he Burdekin, John
stone, and Herbert River planters were 
getting labourers, but getting them inde
pendently of the Mackay Planters' Associa
tion. '!'he association had done nothing un
fair, for the first thing they did was to send a 
copy of the pamphlet to the Colonial Secretary, 
before sending it home to be translated into 
foreign languages, hoping tbat he would point 
out any part of the scheme tha.t did not meet his 
approbation ; but instead of criticising it, how 
had it been met by the Colonial Secretary? He 
had intimated that he had read the pamphlet, 
and that the planters were going surely and 
slowly to their destruction through their own 
stupidity. That was the way they had been 
treated by the Colonial Secretary ? He had 
given the House to understand that he would 
bring down a scheme of immigration which 
would give relief to the sugar-planter, but 
he (Mr. Black) asked the Committee candidly 
whether that pledge had been carried out. An 
Immigration Act had been passed by which the 
planters were told that if they wished to con
tinue their operations they must do it by means 
of European labour; and, although not believing 
in it, they had endeavoured to meet the Colonial 
Secretary and the Government in the matter; 
but they were told that night since the pamphlet 
had been introduced, and rightly introduced, by 
the member for Bundanba, that on the terms 
mentioned the Colonial Secretary would have 
nothing to do with the scheme. l\'"ow, he (Mr. 
Black) a:~;ked the CnlnniaJ Secretary what he 
intended to do. It was becoming a serious 

matter - very much more serious than the 
people in the southern part of the colony 
imagined. Whether everyone at Mackay 
was an idiot, and whether the planters were 
bankrupt-as the junior member for North 
Brisbane had said-was immaterial. He might 
be right, and he mig-ht be very far indeed from 
the mark, but that was utterly irrelevant to the 
question. There was one <[uestion he wanted 
'mswered. The Government had promised to 
give relief and they lmd failed, and the small 
1ueasure of relief they propo~etl to give was 
simply burking the <[uestion. If hon. g-entle
men endor6ed the views of the hon. junior 
member for North Brisbane when he said, 
"Let the sugar industry perish ; the planters 
have neither money nor brains to carry on their 
work"-if they endorsed that, then let the 
industry perish ; but do not strang-le it in a quiet 
way, and let not the Government try to lead the 
country to believe that they were doing all they 
could to assist the planters when they were 
doing the very opposite. On that account he 
was justified in reading the pamphlet, which he 
nutintained wm; a fair one and not exaggerated ; 
and he was jnstified in asking the Colonial 
Secretary what steps he intended to take to give 
the relief which was imperatively necessary. 

Mr. GRIMES said he was very glad that the 
political representative of the Mackay Planters' 
Association was so pleased with the production 
of the planters that he had availed himself of his 
privileges and read the pamphlet through so that 
it might appear in Hansard. Perhaps if he had 
not done so a little more time would have been 
occupied in discussing the question and bringing 
it to public notice. He was g-lad the hon. member 
had read the pamphlet, because it spoke for itself. 
It was known that when a farmer tethered his 
horse and gave him too much rope the horse 
sometimes wound it round his legs and 
fell. vVell, he thought the representative of 
the Planters' Association had made the planters 
fall by means of their own tether. It might be 
depended upon that, now the public knew the 
contents of the pamphlet, there were intelligent 
Germans enough in the colony who would not 
allow their fellow-countrywen to work under 
agreements the nature of which had been set 
forth so clearly. He was sure the pamphlet 
would work harm to the planters of the North, 
and it would work harm to the sugar industry. 
He believed a very suitable class of labourers 
might have been obtainerl from Germany if a 
fair rate of wages had been offered, and if there 
had been any inclination on the part of the 
planters to have offered them proper accom
modation; but fancy sixteen individuals hud
dled together in a building 16 feet by 16 feet 
in a tropical climate ! That was enough to pre
vent Gern1an immigrants coming out here. He 
did not think they could bear being stifled any 
more than other immigrants, but he was sure 
that they would have been willing to work for a 
lower rate of wages than the ordinary labourer 
if they were treated fairly. Now, the planters of 
the North stated in the pamphlet that they were 
desirous, and the sugar-cane planters of the colony 
were desirous, of taking advantage of the Act 
to obtain labourers, and for tha.t reason the 
pamphlet had been written. He most deci
declly, as a sugar-planter and farmer of the 
South, objected to that statement. He objected 
to the "three titilors in Tooley street" speak
ing in that way on behalf of the planters of 
Queensland. He knew that among the planters 
of the southern districts of the Logan, Alhert, 
Oxley, Coomera and Ncrang, there was no 
desire to engage labour at such a low rate of wages 
as that set forth in the pamphlet. He was sure 
th:ct if the hem. member for Logan wac present 
he wonlcl support that statement. They as 
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planters in the South repudiated any connection 
at all with the l\Iackay Planters' A,;sociation. 
\Vhy, the wage,; were most absurd, and were 
actually lower than those paid to kanalms ! 
The Germans coming out under such a system as 
the one proposed would be worse off than coolieo, 
for the real wages they would get would be 
3s. Gel. a week, and the remainder was held to 
the end of the term, and was only payable on 
good behaviour. The kanalm cost the pbnter 
more th,tn that. In the first place, he got 2.,. Gd. 
a week, and cost £1 () more for his introduction 
than the (ierman would cost. He saw by the 
l\Iaclmy paper,; that the Planters' A.;sociation 
<leclarecl that those iunnigrants could be brought 
into the colony at a cost of £3 10s. per he,<cl. 
'rhey actually proposed, therefore, to give the 
Gennan innnigrant for hi.-; first y0a.r's work less 
per week than what the kanaka cost at the pre
sent time. It must be borne in mind, too, that 
the ration which it was proposed to give was far 
less than that supplied to the kanaka. The 
ration was to be Slbs. of flour, 12lhl. of meat, 2lbs. 
of sugar, and :l: lb. of tea. That was the old 
Government ration; but it was never supposed 
that a working man could live on it. It might 
do for a shephercl., who had nothing to do 
but lounge about his flock, and, perhaps, 
get other food by the use of his gun. His 
(Mr. Grimes's) experience of working men 
was that they each wanted about 16 lbs. of flour, 
and from 18 lbs. to 20 lbs. of meat for a week, 
with the other things. Besides that the cooking 
was carefully clone by a European cook-gene
rally the overseer's wife-and yet with th;ct it 
took the quantity he had mentioned. The ration 
allowed unci. er the regulations for a kanalm was 
something better than that fixecl. for the German 
immigrant. The kanaka got lOt lbs. of flour, 
7 lbs. of meat, 2'f lbs. of sugar, and 21 lbs. 
of potatoes per week, besides lt oz~. of tobacco, 
2 ozs. of salG, and 4 ozs. of soup per diem. 
He repeated, therefore, that the ration given 
to the kanaka was far more liberal than that 
which the planters were going to dole out to the 
Germans. He •upposecl the plant<'rs hoped to 
get Germans, but he thought they would be very 
much mistaken. He would point out that 
besides all that, the kanaka was supplied with 
clothing. He got one hat, four flannel shirts, 
three pairs of trousers, and a pair of blankets. 
His cost was 2s. Gel. per week, be:;ides 2s. to 
bring him, and the planters proposed to give the 
German immigrants 3s. 9d. a week for the first 
year. He said it was monstrous, and he 
repeated that he was pleased that the pamphlet 
was going to be published in Hansard, to show 
what the planters in the North were willing to 
give as an inducement to Germans to come out 
to Queensland. Hon. members on the other side 
had repeatedly posed as the working man's 
friend; but if they were not careful the hon. mem
ber for Mackay would spoil their broth if he was 
allowed to mix with them. They would have to 
turn him out of their company, and repudiate 
such an attempt to bring down the price of 
labour. He was confident that the planters 
would have to deal a little more liberally with 
immigrant.> if they wished them to give satisfac
tion. He presumed that that £10 was to he kept 
back to the end of the second year to make the 
men reliable. It had often been said that Euro
pean htbour was not reliable ; but he did not 
think the plan of keeping men out of £10 until 
the end of their second year's work would 
make them reliable ; rather it would have a 
contrary effect. No agreement would keep 
an able-bodied German working for 3s. 9cl. 
per week in Queensland, when he found 
wh:tt the rate of wages was. He might be 
kept to his agreernent, and he 1night g-o out 
into the field; but a workin;> man was something 

like a horse, which could be taken to water but 
could not be made to drink ; n. man might be 
taken out into the field, but he could not be 
made to work, nnless the planters adopted the 
measures they took with kanakas; and they 
would not dare to do that with Germans. If 
anv attempt was made to inflict the kind of 
usage which the kanakas often received in 
the North, the planters wonlcl find that 
there would be disorder in the camp. He 
would ju.ot refer for a moment to the hourc< of 
labour. Accmding to the pamphlet they were 
to be ten hours ordimtrily, awl tweh·e at crnsh
ind titne; but it w~t:-; aJso H~tid that night-1.vork 
and overtime were often required from those 
working in the 1nill. 'rhe1·e was, however, 
no won! about payment for the overtillle. 
If there had been any idea of giving such 
payment, it would certainly have been put in 
the pamphlet as an inducement to the Germans 
to come. He presumed, therefore, that they 
would be expected to work twelve hours con
stantly in the crushing season, and very often 
overtime besides, all for the same wage. The 
planter:.; required their labourers to work up 
till 11 or 12, or even after midnight ; and he 
obsened that Sunday was put clown as a holi
day, which they might not often get, if there was 
anything to be cloue at the mill. He trusted 
the working men of the colony would read the 
pamphlet carefully, and he wa,; sure their con
clusions would not be at all favourable to the 
planters of the :North who had issued it. 

l\Ir. AHCHER said he thought that those hon. 
members, who had treated the pamphlet as an 
ultimatum issued by the planters of :iYiackay, 
had taken a very unfair view of it. 'l'he planters 
had drawn up a pamphlet, in some respects as 
fair a statement of the case as was possible-a 
description of the climate, the chances of success 
of a man who came here, and the work he would 
have to go through ; those things were as well 
explained as he had ever seen them. 'l'he 
pamphlet was drawn up, and a copy sent to the 
Colonial Secretary for his remarks; but every
one seemed to speak as if it were a produc
tion by which Ghe planters were going to 
stand or fall. That was a most unjust 
deduction to draw ; it had simply been 
sent clown to the Colonial Secretarv for his com
ments on the matter. He himself had not yet 
seen the pamphlet ; he did not know where hon. 
gentlemen had got them, but seeing that the 
planters knew he was no enemy of thmrs, he 
thought that if it had been drawn up for dis
tribution he would have received a copy. He 
believed it was simply drawn up for the purpose 
of asking the Colonial Secretary in what respects 
he agreed or disagreed with it, so that the planters 
might ascertain on what terms they might 
ultimately hire men from home. He was not 
going toendorsethepamphlet altogether. Several 
faults had been pc>inted out, and some of them 
were real great faults-the paragraph about the 
housing, for example. Thr~se were all things 
which he hoped the Colomal Secretary would 
puint out ; and the matter might then be 
arranged so that the pamphlet should be the 
groundwork of an exceedingly good scheme 
for introducing labour. He did not think 
the Colonial Secretary had done himself 
justice in the manner in which he had 
discussed the matter. He had made a claptrap 
speech, which he (l\Ir. Archer) was astonhhed to 
hear from a gentleman of his standing. He had 
said that to carry out the proposals of the 
p11mphlet would be as bad as slavery. 

The COLONIAL SECltETARY: So it 
would. 

:\fr. ~\HCHER asked if the hoi1. gentlem:tn 
knew what sla,·ery meant. It did 1iot mean a 
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state entered into by engagement ; it meant 
that a man mig-ht Le the property of 
another, that he might be bought and sold, 
and that anything belonging to hin1 was the 
property of his maoter. It was sim]Jly claptrap 
to apply the terrn "f\lavery" to an a.gree1nent 
voluntarily entered into, which was to hst two 
years; which \V<tR to bring n, 1nan out without a 
penny of expense to himsf·lf; which was to give 
him the prospect of acquiring land of his own and 
become a prosperous settler. That was what was 
called shtvery by the leader of the House, 
simply for the St'lke of getting a cheer from 
the gentleman behind him. The hon. gentle
nmn had got into the habit of speaking in the 
House without 1naking words corrt.:.;pond to 
bets. If, instead of talking rabidly about slavery, 
the hon. gentleman would point out where he 
differed from the planters, he might do some 
service to the country. He would not detain 
the Committee longer except to notice some 
remarks that fell from the hon. member for 
Oxley. That hon. gentleman stated that a 
man required from Vi to 16 lbs. of flour and 
20 lbs. of meat a week. He (Mr. Archer) 
had had a good deal of experience in tha 
matter, and he knew that the hardest worked 
bm.;h1nan -the trHtn engaged at ~lJlitting aud 
fencing-only got 8 lbs. of flour and 14 lbs. of 
beef. That w''" 2 lbs. more beef thnn was 
mentioned in the pamphlet ; the other articles 
were exactly the same. He cnuld assure the 
hem. gentleman that the man who did splitting 
and fencing had as hard work as any on a sugar 
plantation; so that the gentlemen clown south 
must have much more voracious appetites than 
those in the Korth. He was quite sure the hem. 
Minister for Lands had never given a man 15lbs. 
of flour and 20 lbs. of beef as rations. Anyone 
who had been in the habit of employing· labour 
in the bush would be satisfied t.hat the hon. 
member for Oxley was perfectly wrong. If any
thing he httd said should lead to a mutual agreement 
being made between the C•Jlonial Secretary and 
the planters, he believed that the Act which had 
been passed n1ight perhaps--though it \\as v-ery 
doubtful-be of some advantage to the country 
yet. 

The COLOXIAL SECRETARY suid he had 
not rieen to reply to the lecture which the hon. 
mmnber had been good enough to re:1d to hhn. 
They knew exactly whn,t the leader of the Oppo
sition meant just as well us the hon. member 
knew what he (the Colonial Secretary) meant 
when he spoke ubout ;;laverv. He rose to refer 
to the Huggestion that the l~roposal wns merely 
of a tentative character. That idea had ne,er 
been conveyed to him by the planters. They 
first wrote, asking certain questions a.s to the 
facilities the Government would give with respect 
to the introduction of J£uropean labour, and they 
added, "that in order that no misunderstanding 
may :wise as to the nature of the agreement 
to be made in ull its aspects, a pamphlet is being 
printed, a copy of which will be supplied to every 
labourer before signing. vV e shall at once for
ward you a copy of the pamphlet when received." 
Then, on J\fouclay last, he received a letter, in 
which they stated-" vVe take this oppmtunity 
to forward to you at the same time copies of the 
pamphlet referred to in our letter to you of the 
20th ultimo." He first saw the pamphlet pub
lished in a Muckay newspaper. He saw a full 
copy of it printed before he received that letter. 
He believed it had been the subject of leading 
articles in this colony before the pamphlet was 
sent to him. He did not look at it in any way 
'"of a tenta,tive character, though he shot1ld be 
r;;-lad to think it was only tentative, and that the 
planters were prepared to modify it. 

Mr. :i);IACFARLA~E suid that .up to the 
present time he had not had the pleasure cf 

seeing the pamphlet, and on account of the noise 
ml'lde when the hon. member (J\[r. Foote) was 
readi,-,g extracts from it he coulrl not hem· them ; 
so he was glad to hear the hnn. member for 
Mackay read the whole pamphlet. It was not 
so terrible after all. No hon. member could 
agree with the whole pamphlet, and he did 
not. In some re,pects the pamphlet was, 
ho,vever, a good one. It wa~ very descriptive, 
'md its going home to an agricultural district 
in the old country would, he believed, go a long 
way to bring out agricultural labourers to work 
in this colony. If the hnn. member for J\Iackay 
could induce his constituents up there, and 
especially the sugar-planters, to rearrange mat
ters so thut the people coming out here should 
have fair accorninodation, \Vorking hours, and 
proper room ; if they could arrange so that they 
were puid full pay during the first year-bec:ttme 
he held they hud no right to lower the wages of 
the community-if they could arrange _to give 
them their full wages, to pay them durmg wet 
weather, which he clid not think would be a great 
burden or tax n von the sugar-pluntBrs ; and if 
they couldalsoarrangetopaythem while they were 
sick ; if they could do all that, he did not think 
they hucl any right as legislutor' to interfere with 
the uuwunt of \ntges they could employ those 
men for. £20 had been mentioned in the 
pamphlet as the amount of salary proposed to be 
given to them, but the hon. member for lVIackay 
stated if they could not get them for £20 they 
would give £25, and if they could not get them 
for £25 they would give them £30, plainly show
ing that they meant to give just what they could 
get the men for. Now there were hon. members 
here, who, when they came to the colony first, 
lmd worked for £20 to £30 u year and rations. 
They might have had better rations than it was 
proposed now to give, and he did not think the 
proposed rations were sufficient. He thought 
the terms might be amended so far as the 
wages were concerned. He thought the planters 
had a perfect right to make the very best bargain 
they could, either with Continental or };nglish 
labour. £20 was certainly u very low sum, 
but they must remember that the Government 
were bringing out those labourers free, und they 
were putting them in a position ec1ual to what 
they held in the old country, where very few 
agricultural!ubourers had more than £20 a year 
and rations. He did not advocate that they 
should employ them for £20; he did not think it 
wus a sufficient salary; but he said, they, as 
legislators, should letwe the planters to make the 
hest bargains they could, so far as wages we:e con
cerned. But he thonght they had a perfect r1ght to 
see the men were properly housed, properly fed, 
and properly lodged. If those things were looked 
to the employes who were brought out would 
not be placed in the position, either of servitude 
or slavery. He did not think it was either ; it 
was certainly hard work, and the pamphlet told 
them they would be required to work hard. It 
mentioned all the things they had to work at, 
~nch a,s fencing, splitting, etc.; so no one would 
come out here under fulse pretences. Then 
let them look at the experience the men 
were gaining in the two years ; it was only 
two years' hard work, and he did not 
object to men wmking hard when they first came 
out. It made them all the better masters when 
they got land for themselves, and all the 
better agriculturists through going through 
a process of hard work. He had to work 
hard himself during the first year he 
was here fnr a very low salary. He was deter· 
mined that he should be successful, and to ''" 
certain extent he thought he had been; and many 
members were in the same position. Therefore, 
he thought on the whole a little bit too mueh had 
been made of that pamphlet that night. He 
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thought it had been written with the very best 
intention; and while he co,~ld nut agree aH to 
those details, he perfectly agreed with it as to its 
being a pamphlet well suited for the purpose it 
was written for, nmnely-to bring out people fron1 
the old country, and to place them in a better 
position here than they had been in at home. 
Believing as he did that the pamphlet was not so 
very bad as it was depicted, he had spoken. He 
had not intended to sveak, ltS he thought it waH 
<mly a waste of time, but so much had hoen 
made of the matter that he could not rc,;ist 
the temptation to do so. 

Mr. BROOKES said he woul<lliketo say a few 
words in regard to the remarks which had fallen 
from the hon. member for Ipswich, who thought 

'it would be a perfectly safe thing to allow plan
ters, or any other class, to make their own terms res 
to wages. Now, that was touching upon an im
portant principle of political economy. It was 
the bulk of their aversion to coolies, Chinamen, 
or kanakas, and he thought the hon. mem
ber would not fail to see it. He would 
point out that the object of every Queens
lander was to uphold the rate of wages
not for money consideration, but in order 
that they might uphold and mise, if possible, the 
standard of living so as to maintain the civilisa
tion to which they were accustomed. That was 
a very important matter indeed in a new colony; 
1md his objection to the planters' plan was that 
they did not care about the country, but only 
cared about thems~:d ves. If they could get men 
to work for nothing it would suit them; but it 
did not suit the colony. The hon. member must 
know that if he had a place of business in a 
flourishing district, he would like the planters to 
employ families ; he would like to supply a 
number of luxurie' to the men, and dresses and 
all the various things which went to make up 
the wants of a family. Now, his contention had 
always been that that effort to reduce the rate of 
wages could only close every store in Queens
land. He was not sp0aking so much in the 
interest of storekeepers, though that was a 
very important point, but because he looked 
upon the morality of the colony ns of the chief est 
importance. He wished to see the sta.nclard of 
living in the colony maintained, or, if possible, 
raised; to see labourers able to send their 
children to school nicely clothed ; and to see a 
certain quantity of good literature in their 
houses; nnd many other things of that kind, 
which could only be got by high wages. No 
person could be a friend of the labouring class 
who tried to ascertain the point at which thev 
could just live, and save nothing. There could 
he nothing saved out of 3s. 9d. a week; 1md in 
the proposed rations there was no tobacco, 
no salt, no pepper, and no clothes. ]'rom 
what he knew of the state of the labour
ing people in :Europe, they were as well 
off where they were- in the poorest countries 
in .Europe - as they would be working for 
the terms ofFered them by the Queensland sugar
planters. \Vhile it was dangerous for any class 
to seek to get labour at a lower rate than would 
comply with those indispensable conditions of 
our daily life, it was absolutely impossible for 
any Government to S<mction such a thing. But 
a continuous stream of slander had been directed 
against the Government. Some hon. members 
were never tired of saying that all this was in 
consequence of certain suggestions and arrange
ments made by the Government. He denied 
that entit·ely. The Government had never pro, 
misecl to get cheap labour for the planters. The 
intention of the Government, so far as he under
stood it, was to give JYiaclmy and the northern 
sugar districts a continuous supply of lahour. 
One of the principles of the Land Bill 
that had just passed through the House 

was, that when men had worked on a sugar 
plantation for two, three, or more years, and had 
accumulated'' little money, they should go on to 
land of their own; and that a fresh supply of 
labour would tlwn be ready to fill their vacant 
places. Tha,t wa,R a good ~chetne, and a nation 
might be built up in the :-;outhern Hemisphere on 
such a principle. But hnw could they make a 
nation wnrth anything on the plan of giving a 
1nan 3~-.:" 0d. n week, and 1naking his JnaHter 
indebted to him for the balance nt tho end of 
twelve nHmth~, or even two yean; for certa.in 
causes? The pamphlet was entitled to anything 
hut pmise -although it would injure nobody lmt 
the planter. He trusted the hon. member for 
Ipswich wouhl thoroughly understand him. He 
was no n1ore a believer in the "horny-handed" 
man than he was in the gentleman with soft 
hands. But he believed in the general 
welfare ; and the g·eneral welfare was largely 
based on the welfare of the labouring classes. 
It was the " wages fund" which kept even the 
highest classes going; doctors, lawyers, every 
class in the cornn1unity, depended on the "lvager-; 
fund," and it behaved them to be very careful 
how they reduced that fund. That was the 
pecuniary aspect of the cpwstion ; but !he 
planters had never seen the Labour question 
in its true light. 'rhey looked upon the labourer 
-and he had heard the term use<l in that 
Chamber-as a piece of machinery-a term 
which he from his soul abhorred. A labourer 
was an intelligent wan who would learn his 
right' and stand up for them. They were men 
who would not be satisfied to work for planters 
from boyhood to manhood, and from manhood to 
old age, and then to finish off at Dunwich. If 
the planters intended to continue their existence 
in Queensland, they would have to pay such 
'vages to a 1nan as \Vould enable him, if econo
mical, sober, and industrious, to leave their 
service at the end of one or two years, and work 
a little Eelection on his own account. 

Mr. MACFARLANE said he fully appreci
ated the lecture he had received from the hon. 
member. He yielded to no man in his desire to 
see the working man receive a fair d><y's wage 
for a fair clay's work ; but he maintained that 
the State had nothing to do with the regulation 
of wages. Labour would always find its proper 
rate of pay, and where it waH in demand wages 
would rise. In his own district, owing to that 
very reason, wages had risen .50 or60 per cent. dur
ing the last twenty years. "\she had said before, 
he was not in favour of .£20 a year, and should 
be glnd if the men got £:50 or £50; but what he 
contended was, that the State had no right to inter
fere as to the amount of wages a planter or any
body else should give to his em ployes. 

The HoN. Sm T. MaiL WRAITH said it was 
always a gratification to a public man to see the 
principles he had fought for during many years 
ltclmowledged as right. More especially gratify
ing was it to hear the correctness of those prin
ciples affirmed after a trial had he en given to a 
political opponent to work out an exactly oppo
site principle. He had seen the other side, on 
most important matters of State, legislating in 
one direction, then confessing· that the principle 
was wrong, and ultimately going to the opposite 
extreme. He had seen them bring forward a 
scheme of public works, the cost of which was to 
come out of the sale of public lands. He and thore 
working with him condemned that system at the 
time and prophesied truly what would be the result. 
They had lived to see the present Government, 
during the present session, rushing to the oppo
site extreme, and acknowledging that the prin
ciple which they formerly condemned, "nd for 
which he had contended, was right. He 
had seen, in 187G, those who represented the 
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pre•ent Government bring in a Land Bill, the 
principle" of which were diametrically opposed 
to those of the Bill which had just been 
passed. But it was very seldom it fell to 
the lot of a vublic man to see the principle he 
had been fighting for condemned and affirmed by 
the same party in the same sesoion of Parliament. 
If the speeches that had been made by the hon. 
memher for Oxley, and the hon. juuior meml1er 
for North Brisbane, had been delivered when the 
Immigration Act of 1884 w.~,s pas,ed, and if their 
votes had been conscieutious, he clid not believe 
that there would have been the ,;lightest chance 
of that Act ever having eon1e into operation. 
All that had been said with regartl to the 
pamphlet is"ued by the J\Iackrty planters was, 
in truth, a condemnation of that Act. Let 
hhn review the l'osition, a n1ost irnportant 
po:;;ition it was to the colony, and a po~ition 
upon which their existence as a united 
colony depemled. It was a ]H>sition which had 
forced the hon. gentleman to take action in the 
southern part of the colony. During the last 
election it was plainly put forward by the leaders 
of the party in power at present, that they would 
oppose black labour in every shape and form, 
whether in the shape of coolie or kawtka. 
All were condemned, and if the sugar indus· 
try was not able to stand without black 
labour, then they said it must go. That was the 
principle which was enunciated by certain of 
the l<laders, and there was not the slightest 
doubt that it was upon that principle that the 
constituencies returned the present Government 
to power-that kanaka lab0ur or any black 
labour should not be allowe<l on the sugar 
plantations or for any industry. The Premiei· 
was placed in this position : he had provided a 
back-door by which he might retreat from his 
position. He did not take up tlwt position with 
regartl to the kanaka trade, which, carrying out 
his principles fully and honestly, he should have 
taken. But instead of tackling that Act as he 
ought to have done, formidably and strongly, 
backed up by members on his side of the 
Committee who were pledged to those principles, 
he encouraged the sugar-planters to go on with 
mitigated regulations with a promise of legisla
tion which would have the effect of providing 
them with a much better class of labour for the 
sugar plantations. They waited with tt great 
deal of patience until that came about, and it 
came about in the shape of the Immigration Act 
of 1884. It had been demonstrated by experi. 
ence in the colony during the past ten years, that 
the ordina~y i1n1nigrant, paying his own paRsage 
or otherwise, would not work on the sugar 
plantations. That had been proved. No amount 
of wages would induce white men to work on 
plantations, nor was that labour adapted 
for the purpose. He did not believe that 
money would tempt white men to do the work 
that was required to be done in tropical agricul
ture. That had come to be admitted as a fact by 
every man who had visited the canefields of the 
North. At the same time it had been stated bv 
the Premier and others that a cheap class o'f 
European labour had been employed to go into 
tropical regions before they had been employed 
in the sugar industry. The scheme of the 
Premier, therefore, was to divert that stream 
and bring a stream of irnmigrants to the sugar 
plantations in the North. Of course to 
make that labour a verfect substitute it would 
have to be as cheap to the planters, or rather 
allow the planters to work as profitably, as they 
had previously. The Premier said "English 
labourers will not come here to work at the 
wages that can be offered to carry on the sugar 
industry of the North; we will take the men 
from a place where they can be secured at a 
lower price, and the country may step in and 

provide a certain part of the expense incurred 
in bringing that labour to the colony." The 
planters before had been contented to pay 
for introducing the black labour that they 
employed, and also for taking it out of the 
country; but the Government stepped in 
and said, "\Ye will make the country pro
vide the expense of supplying the planters 
with labour. \Ve will make the country pay the 
wh<Yle of the expense of it." The next question 
that came in was, on what principle.-; could 
those men be employed'? That was forced upon 
the attention of the Premier by the opposition 
that was made to the scheme. They all knew 
thttt perfectly well. Hehimselfbrought forward 
an agreen1ent to the House, showing that 1nen 
were encouraged from the northern parts of 
Gerrnany and Sweden and elsewhere to go 
and work on plantations for about £3 per 
month, with no rations or anything except a 
shelter horn the weather. 'l'hat was the rate of 
wage' that was put forward. \V ere the Govern· 
ment going to do anything to regulate the r:;.te 
of wages that would be offered? That pomt 
was repeatedly pressed upon the Premier, and 
his answer wa, always, "No, it is not the bu"i· 
nes.s of the Government to interfere with the 
price of labour." Then the position taken up 
by the Opposition was perfectly clear. They 
had argued against the Act all through for 
the rea.son that the Government were step
ping in to provide cheap labour at the ex· 
pense of the colony to a certain industry, 
while their own countrymen were perfectly 
prepared to come out on the asoisted system ; 
paying a large portion of their passages. It was 
upon those terms that they opposed the Bill. It 
was clearly put before Parliament that it was 
only on account of that labour being cheap, and 
on account of the greater part of the expense of 
its importation, in fact, the whole expense being 
paid by the colony, that it cculd possibly have 
been made to answer what the Premier had pro
mised-namely, as a substitute for blnck labour. 
They insisted that it was wrong on those grounds 
-tliat it was unfair to the working men of the 
colony that they should be made to pay the expense 
of bringing labourers to the colony to work at a 
lower rate of wages-that they were actually pay· 
ing the expenses of labourers from the North of 
Europe to tt~ke their own places. The Govern
ment, in spite of the arguments they used, 
insistednpon carrying out the Bill. Any man 
could indent labour for particular industries by 
paying £2 per head. The hon. gentleman pro· 
posed that it should he reduced to £1 per 
head. That was material, because it showed the 
class from whom it was contemplated by the 
Premier thett the proposed immigrants should be 
recruited. They proposed also to bring out the 
wives and families, at something like a propor· 
tionate rate. The reason for the Act was that, 
whereas the ordinary Immigration Act provided 
simply for indenting immigrants, it was never 
intended to apply to a large industry like sugar
growing. It was made apparent throughout the 
discussion that the hopelessness of getting I'nglish 
labourers was the reason why they should go to 
Germany, and what had actually been foretold by 
the Opposition had come to pass. The Opposition 
saw the difficulty, and they predicted what it 
would be. They told the Government-" You 
make this a success. Land two or three 
thousand immigrants down the coast on the 
terms of paying the whole pas•age, and 
allow them to come into competition with 
the working men of the colony whenever they 
had served the two years, and then see the 
result. The working men of the culony would 
see the fallacy of paying for the importation of 
men to compete with themselves." Then what 
was to happen-that pamphlet had opened the 
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eyes of the Government to the fact that it could 
be shown to the working men of the colony that 
the operation of the Act was just as was pre
dicted. The Government were asked, pressed, 
and tried to be forced by the Oppo.'lition to 
fix some rate of wages under which men should 
not be brought to the country, so as to bring 
about undue competition, but the answer made 
by the Premier of the colony was : "That with 
respect to the rate of wages, he conceived that it 
was not the business of the country to regulate the 
sa1ne." That was the answer given-that it was 
not part of the duty of the Government to regu
late wages, although they did regulate the class 
of accommodation that the men were to have. 
Now it was provided in that wonderful Act
the Act which was creating such a stir, and 
which he hored would create a bigger sth·~that 
every agreement should contain the stipulation 
that the employer should provide proper and 
sufficient house accommodation for such labourers 
with their wives and families. The Act made it 
the duty of the Government to see that the 
immigrants were properly housed. 

An HoxouRAmE ME}lBER : Quite right. 

The HoN. Sm T. MaiL WRAITH: But the 
Government did not see that it was part of their 
busine,,s to regulate the wages of the labourers. 
What did they foresee ? Did they foresee that 
the men to whom they had given the power to 
indent labourers brought out at the expense of 
the country, would not go to Europe and employ 
men at 15s. a week, when labourers could be 
obtained for 7s. 6d. a week. Having stated 
the conditions under which the immigrants 
would have to work, the pamphlet went on to 
tell truthfully the position of the colony. The 
only objection that was taken to it was that it 
placed the rate of wages at too low a rate ; but 
was it likely employers would give double the 
wages for which they could get men to work? 
The only objection, he repeated, that was taken to 
the pamphlet was that it provided too low wages 
and not sufficient accommodation ; but the 
labourer was provided for in the Act. The 
Government provided sufficient accommodation 
so that that went for nothing; but the other 
objection, when raised, the Government refused to 
have anything to do with. What could be a clearer 
proof than that it was thedesireofthe Government 
to make the Act a failure. It was the intention 
of the Government that it should be a failure ; 
but the Premier was bound to find the relief he 
had promised. He (Sir T. Mcllwraith) believed 
that promise was made in sheer recklessness. 
The Premier did not see quite clearly and dis
tinctly how he could supply a remedy after taking 
away the black labour, and when he brought 
forward the German·Coolie Bill he had not 
guag·ed the difficulty. But what he (Sir T. 
Mcllwraith) blamed him f01·was that he actually 
risked keeping his promise to the planters at the 
expense of the working men of the colony. But, 
he saw his perilous position now, and he was 
glad to catch at the objections that had been 
taken to the pamphlet ; for instead of writing 
to the planters, and saying he objected to the 
terms, or that he thought the labourers should 
get £30 or £40 a year instead of £20, he raised 
a cry against the greed of the planter,; in trying 
to bring labour into the colony at a less rate of 
wages than he approved of. The Government, 
deliberately, on the pressure of the Opposition, 
declined to fix the wages, and they now came 
forward and said that the rate offered was alto
gether too low. The Government had deliber
ately fished for the arrangement that the planters 
had put before them, and whether it was con
templated by the Government or not, wages must 
in consequence be reduced. That they saw clearly 
that would be the result was demonstrated when 

the Bill was passing through. Those men would 
come out, and whether they served their time or 
not did not matter. They would be brought out 
at the expense of the colony, under conditions 
more favourable than those already here, and 
would reduce the wages of those enjoying high 
wages at the present time. The Englishman 
was to be immediately brought into competition 
with the low-priced German labour, look at the 
question how they might. ·what was the reason 
given why they shoul<l go to the north of Germany 
for labourers? Simply because they could get men 
tu come from there when it was impossible to get 
men in England. The reason given by the 
Premier wtts that agricultural labourers could not 
be obtained in England, and he said the records 
of hb office would show that ; but he (Sir 
T. Mcllwraith) maintained that the records of 
the office would show distinctly to the contrary, 
be~ause the last immig-ration report written 
by Captain Almond said that he considered 
that as many ploughmen as the colony 
could absorb could be obtained, not by paying 
the whole passage money, as contemplated by the 
German-Coolie Bin, but by the Assisted Immi
gration Act, the immigrant paying £8, and the 
Government £10. He (Sir T. Mcllwraith) had 
not the slightest doubt that that could be borne 
out by further testimony to be nbtained both 
inside and outside the colony. The real reason 
for making the Act applicable to the northern 
parts of Germany was that the Government be
lieved they could get there a cheap class of labour, 
which would stave off the geeat difficulties the 
Premier had brought on the colony by putting 
his foot on black labour. 'fha more manly thing 
would have been to meet the difficulty boldly. 
He had laboured years. ago to bring about such a 
state of things, that the planters would in time 
have to give up kanaka labour altogether, and 
that alternative was before the Government 
during the present session. But they had adopted 
a different course, and had succeeded in alienating 
the northern part of the colony by the way in 
which they had hurt the sugar industry. They 
had made the difficulties of procuring black 
labour more difficult than ever. They had 
succeeded in raising a universal cry for separa
tion simply on account of the black labour 
question. 

The COLOJ'\IAL SECRETARY : Oh, no! 
The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said that 

was one of the causes of the present agitation, 
and another was that the South had looked 
upon the prosperity of the North with the greatest 
callousness. They could see perfectly well that 
they legislate<l for themselves and ignored the 
interests of the North. While that was the 
case, how could they possibly blame the North 
for asking for separation? What could the 
southern men say when separation was asked 
for? The North said-" You will not consider 
our position. We are not going to submit to 
legislation of this kind. vV e want to legislate 
for ourselves." And the South would then say, 
" vV ell, go and do the hest you can for your
selves." He was sure all sensible people would 
look upon it in that light. He had before 
repeated that the Premier had held out to the 
l'\ orth the promise that he would provide some 
means of bettering their interests, and that he 
would not destroy their industry ; but instead of 
that he was destroying the industry, and destroy
ing also the position of the working men of the 
colony. 

'l'he COLONIAL SECRETARY said that, of 
the many extraordinary speeches which he had 
heard the hnn. member deliver, that was the most 
extraordinary in its mixture of self-congratulation, 
gratuitous assumption, and reckless inaccuracy. 
The hon. member began by congratulating himself 
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upon his views having been accepted by a majority 
of the House. That was surely a very singular 
notion. Did the hon. member remmnber what 
the views were that he insisted upon ? His 
pan.ac~a fo_r the ev_ils complained of was the 
nnhm1ted mtroductwn of Indian coolies· and 
he flattered himself that that was recognised 
and would be adopted. He (the Colonial Secre
tary) flattered himself that that view was a 
long way from being adopted aml never woulcl 
br, ltdopted - in the south of the coluny, 
at any rate. That was the keystone of 
the ~~on. n1e1nber\; argun1ent - "\Ve lllURt 
ha.ve Indian coolies "-and the hon. n1err1ber o·ot 
up and nmde a speech, in which he thoucchtof 
that and nothing else. He had-he was going to 
say the effrontery, but that might not be parlia
mentary--he h.ad the audacity to stand up and 
congratnlat~ himself that he was the chamJ•ion 
of the workmg men of the colony. The working· 
men had too much sense to accept such a 
champion. 

The HoN. Sm T. MaiL WRAITH: '\Ve shall 
flee. 

The COLOXL\.L SECRETARY said he 
thoull'ht he nnder,tood what he was doing. He 
certftmly lutd a definite object in view and 
that was to keep this country for white' men. 
The hon. member had also a definite object, and 
that was to open the country to black men. If 
the hon. member could congratulate himself that 
he saw his way to attain that object let him con
gratulate ~imself. Which view was right they 
would see m the course of time. The question 
would take a good deal of righting yet, an'! it 
would not be settled by such speeches as the hon. 
member's. The Government recoccnised the 
magnitude of the question. The h~n. member 
went on to give, as he often did, what he called 
the ;>rgument~ of ~he ~xovernment with respect 
to 1-~.turopean llllll11gra~Ion. In every particular 
the hon. member was maccurate and erroneous. 
Those were argtunents \vhich the Governn1ent 
had exl?ressly_ disclaimer! every time they were 
placed m thmr mouths; but the hon. member 
c~mtinu.ed to repeat t.hem. It sometimes nearly 
tu·ed hiS (the Colomal Secretary's) patience tu 
be always contradicting him, and he would 
not trouble to do so now were it not that 
a long interval had elapsed since they last 
heard them. The hon. member wilnt on to say 
that the Government l?rornisecl to supply the place 
uf kanaka labour With equally cheap sources 
of lab:'ur. The .Government never promised 
anythmg of the kmd. They had expressly dis
claimed such an idea, and refused to propose 
any such scheme. He had said that over and 
over again ; yet the hon. member returned to 
t~e statement. The hon. member also gave his 
v1ews about the kanaka question incidentally in 
the course of his speech. He said that the 
Government, instead of strangling and throttlino
the trade, ought to have tried to crush it at one;. 
\Vhen the hon. member used the expressions 
"strangling" and "throttling," as applicable to 
what the Government had clone, he revealed a great 
deal as to the course adopted bv his own adminis
tration with regard to the ·south Sea Island 
trade. All that the present Government had 
done was to prevent the kidnappirw that was 
going on. The present Government "had never 
said anything about introducing labour as 
cheap as kanakas. \Vhat they said to the 
planters was, "\V e cannot get you coolie labour 
but we will give you an Act that will help yot; 
to get white labour." The planters expressed 
their willingness to do so, and instead of apparently 
thwarting the efforts of the Government they 
said they were willing to give it a fair trial'. Tlie 
Government said the men could be got-that 
there were plenty of men quite able and willino
to work at any work in (clueensland. But th~ 

Government saw that the planters did not want 
that done ; they w~uld not try the system as long 
as they con!~ help It. They would not give any 
system a fair tnal other than that of Indian 
coolies ; and it was not possible that any system 
would get a fair trial if the planters showed that 
they wished it to be a failure. So long·, therefore, 
as they tried the attempt in that spirit, it would 
be a failure. The hon. member said it did not 
concern the GoYernrnent wha.t wageR \V ere given. 

The HoN. S1R 'r. 1\Ic[L\VRATTH: I quoted 
your own words. 

The COLONIAL SECRETAHY said he 
would point out that no agreement could be 
made without the sanction of the Uovernment 
Agent, as it must be witnessed by him ; it 
would therefore be taken to be with the 
sanction of the Government. If an ag-ree
ment was proposed of such a character as to 
be a highly objectionable arrangement, was it 
not the duty of the Government to at once say 
that they would not be parties to any such ar
rangement? They would not be parties to any 
arrangenwnt which 1night be propoRed which 
would result in certain failure. 'rhey did not 
wish to fill the gaols of the colony with persons 
who were proceeded against under the :Masters 
and Servants Act. They would be no parties 
to any agreen1ent ~o rrlonRtrolls and unfair as 
to be almost fraudulent. He had said that it 
was a difficult thing to interfere with wages; 
and he said that still. He thought, S<;me
times, that the planters had an idea that they 
would exhaust the patience of the Government 
by continual insults and apparent thwarting- of 
their efforts, with the object of making them say 
at last, "Well, you can have your way ; we will 
allow you to do the best you can." But he was 
not going _to be tired out, althoug-h sometimes 
his patience was almost exhausted. It was of 
course not extraordinary that the planters did 
not look on the matter from the same point of 
view that the Government looked upon it. 
They had made no reckless promises ; they had 
entered on a course of policy which they believed 
would be best for the future welfare of the 
colony ; and they would pursue that conr"e 
steadfastly, keeping the same end in view. If 
the majority of the people of the colony thoug-ht 
they were wrong, they would willingly give place 
to others, and let the contrary policy be tried. 
The hou. member had accused them of driving 
the l'i' orth to become alienated by g-iving 
no consideration to their wants. That, if it meant 
anything, meant that the North was becoming 
alienated because it could not g-et black labour. 
If the l'i' orth was going to become alienated 
because some few individuals could not get a 
particular kind of black labour, he could not 
help that. If those individuals could satisfy the 
majority of the country that their view was 
right, the Government would willingly give place 
and let the contrary policy be tried. He should 
look with equanimity upon the alienation of the 
North on that ground; and he did not think the 
North would gain much by it. Of one thing he 
was certain, that if a Northern black labour 
colony was to be started it would be as a Crown 
colony, fm·the Imperial Government would never 
trust a handful of planters with the sole control 
of a servile population. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said the 
hon. member seemed to have quite forgotten his 
own speech on the celebrated Immigration Act 
of 1884. The very questions which had now 
cropped up, and out of which he was endeavouring 
to make political capital, were those 'vhich 
members on the Opposition side had wished to 
have settled. They showed that the planters 
would endeavour to take advantage of the 
bcilities offered and obtain low-class labour, 
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anrl they J>rcssed the Government to say that 
tboy would sanction no agreen1ent for 'vages 
below a certain amount. The hon. the Premier 
then said that it was no part of the duty of the 
Government to regulate wagee, and declined to 
do it. On another point the GoYernment were 
not so stiff. They said that good n,ccommodation 
should be provided for what they called the 
servile class of labour, and provision was accor
dingly made in the Act. \Vhy should the hon. 
member now make it a point against the 
planters tlmt they had provided insufficient 
acconunodntion ?-tent:1ti vely, for aR yet it \Vas 
only put forward in a pamphlet. It was quite 
in his power to write to the planters at once 
that such accommodation could not he allowed 
for any white man. As a matter of fact, he 
thought it was an arithmetical error; it was 
never intended that sixteen men should live in a 
house lfi feet by lG feet. That was such a paltry 
matter that he was astonished at the hon. member 
referring to it. \Vhen the hon. member came 
down and said it would be the duty of the 
Governn1ent to Ree that no agreernent \Vas made 
giving a lower rate of wages than they considered 
right, he was doing what he refused to do when 
the Act was passing. 

Mr. AN~EAI'l, said with reference to, the 
remark of the hon. member for Ipswich that new 
arrivals could not expect to jump into comfort at 
once, there was no doubt that if they entered 
into such an agreen1ent as Wtts proposed in that 
pamphlet, they would jump into such comforts 
as he hoped never to see white men have in this 
colony. It would be a state of servile labour and 
nothing else. A remark had been made that a 
man should not be paid on wet days - that 
mechanics were not paid. But mechanics 
worked for daily wages, and agricultural 
labourers who received weekly wages had never, 
so far as he knew, had any time deducted for wet 
days. There was a statement in the pamphlet 
that the men who drove horses should get up at 
the first morning bell ; that was about 4 
o'clock in the morning. That was a nice 
time for a white man in Queensland to 
leave his bed to earn the great wages of 7s. Gd. a 
week that those gentlemen wi><hed to give men 
coming from Great Britain; for under the 
Immigration Act they would come from 
Great Britain as well as from the continent 
of Europe. One would think from the 
appeal the hon. leader of the Opposition had 
made to the working classes that they were on 
the eve of a dissolution. He would point out 
that it was an insult to Germany to S]Jeak of 
" German coolies." Germany \Vas a great nation, 
and Germans were able to hold their own, 
which had lately been proved. It was not the 
case, as stated in the pttmphlet, that kanaka 
labour was entirely stopped; kanakas would, from 
the pre11ent time, come to the colony in larger 
numbers than ever before. The "Eliza JVfary" had 
arrived during the present week with her full com
plement ; and there would be no lack of labour to 
be procured from the South Sea Islands. If 
the hon. the Premier hacl the aptitude of the 
angel Gabriel he would not be able to please 
the sugar-planters. 'What they said was, "It is 
l\fr. Griffith ; and nothing from his hands, how
ever good, will go down with us." He maintained 
that if l'ort Mackay were properly populated, it 
would be in a ten times better condition than it 
was to-clay. Thousands of pounds' worth of pro
duce went there every week from the southern 
ports, and Port Mackay, with her b0nutiful 
soil, could grow every product of the southern 
colonies. A thousand men could live where 
there were fifty now, and the pressure at present 
existing would exist no longer. The time was 
sure to come when those beautiful northern 
lands would grow all the produce for which we 
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were sending thousands of pounds now to New 
South \V ales and Victori<1. He was confident 
that the working men of the colony were not such 
fools as some people took them to be ; and if the 
qnestion tried fifteen or sixteen months ago were 
tried again to-morrow, there would be a still 
greater result tlmn was achieved then. Every 
right-thinking man must deplore the position of 
the sugrcr industry, but in his opinion the p~ice 
of sugar was the sole cause of the depresSion. 
Some planters at :Nfaryborough had asked him 
if be thought Mr. Griffith would fulfil his pro
mises ; and he had replied, " Take him by his 
acts. I believe him to be a gentleman, and there 
is no doubt he will carry out what he promises." 
A remark had been made that the Government 
and their supporters were returned on false 
pretences. He supposed he was one of their 
supporters, and he was returned on no false 
pretences; he got the votes of free, intelligent, 
and educated men. 

Mr. JVIIDGLEY said, if he understood the 
speech of the leader of the Opposition rightly, he 
gathered from it there was an Act passed this 
session which was an Act to give considerably 
increased facilities for introducing European 
immigrants at a lower rate of wages than the 
previous Act provided for. He found by the 
13th clause of the original Act this provision, 
which he would read:-

"The employer, or his duly authoriood agent in Europe, 
sha,ll pay to the Immigration Agent in Brisbane, or to 
the Agent-General, or to the agent on the continent of 
Europe, as the case may be, such amount as is in 
accordance with the scale contained in Schedule D 
heretofore the passage of such mechanic, labourer, or 
servant to be so engaged; and such employer, or the 
cluly authorised agent of such employer, shall sign an 
agreement with such mechanic, labourer, or servant; 
whereby such mechanic, labourer, or sen'ant Rhall 
agree to serve such employer as aforesaid, for any term 
not If-ss than twelve calendar months at such rate of 
·w-ages as may be agreed upon, and every such agreement 
shall be delivered to the Agent-General, or the agent on 
the continent of Ij~urope, as the case may be." 

So far as he could understand, that Act was 
passed during the administration of the late 
Government of which the leader of the Opposi
tion was the head, and that clause contained the 
facilities and inducements given to men here to 
bring out immigrants at any rate they could get 
them to come for. There was another provision 
about the time made in the Bill which was 
passed this session. The provision was that the 
amount to be paid was reduced one-half; instead 
of paying £2 only £1 was to be paid. 

The HoN. SmT. MciL\VRAITH: The same, 
\V rong again ! 

Mr. MIDGLEY said he listened attentively 
to the Colonial Secretary, and he understood 
him to say those agreements had to be ratified or 
ag-reed to by some agent of the Government, 
which he failed to find in either Act. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: To be 
attested by an agent of the Government. 

Mr. MIDGLEY said he thought the effect of 
the speech of the leader of the Opposition was 
in no way favourable to the arguments he 
advanced-that he was opposed to any Act which 
would have the effect of lowering the rate of 
wages. He listened to the pamphlet being read; 
he had opposed that being done, but after it was 
read he was glad of it. Hon. members had 
stated there were certain serious objections in it, 
and the most serious one to him had been lost 
sight of. He thought the most serious objection 
in it was the terms it offered in regard to the 
hours of labour. He thought in n, country 
like this where the Government officials worked 
seven or eight hours--

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAI'l'H Six 
hours, 
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Mr. MIDGLEY said they were in their ofHces 
six or seven hours, and where there was a general 
eight hours' movement the State ought not 
to be a party to make it imperative on 
men engaged in the arduous work of sugar
planting to work ten or twelve hours a day. 
The Government should not sanction it. It 
would indeed be a most marked objection to a 
form of class government if that were tolerated. 
\Vith regard to the rate of wages which were 
stated-he thought the rate was too small : but 
as things were, every man had a right to go into 
the labour market and get men to work for him 
as cheaply as he could, a.nd most men did so. He 
knew there were people here-there were people 
in those two Assemblies-who had really lived 
on rations, and who had received very small 
wages, and they ·were an1oug::-;t the Inost ]Jro
minent, promising, and able men in the colony 
at the present time. He had done that kind of 
thing himself, and felt no worse a man for it; in 
fact, he believed the man who had had a 
little of the roughing it in a colony, was 
very likely to be all the better colonist. 
\Vhen he came here-and he was gbd to get 
anything to do that he possibly could-wages 
were very little better than the amount which 
was here stipulated. He did not say that as 
agreeing with the amount; hut he thought it 
would be a very serious matter, at this particular 
juncture, to step in and attempt to stipulate the 
amount of money the planters were to give to 
their ernployes. He would like to a•·k the Gov
ernment what they intended to do in the matter. 
There were objectionable features in that 
pamphlet; there were objectionable conditions 
in those agreements it was proposed to make ; 
and if they were objectionable, and seriously 
objectionable, did the Government intend to 
"tate on what terms and conditions they 
would be prepared to co-operate with the 
sugar-]Jlanters ? He thought the planter.s 
were entitled to that information. Suppos
ing, for instance, the Government objected 
to the hours of work; supposing they objected, 
as they reasonably might and would, to the kind 
of accommodation as here stated; or supposing 
they objected to the state of wages, would it not 
be a better thing for the Government to say they 
wanted so-and-so, and let the planter know defi
nitely what terms he was expected to offer to 
those he sought to have brought out to the 
colony? He had said before, and wonld say 
again, that he did not share in the slightest 
degree in the feelings of levity, ahnost 
n.rnounting to cruelty nnJ incliffe1·ence, which 
some members seemed to cherish and ex
press with regard to the present position of 
the planters. If the planters were to get 
into difHculties, into straitened circumstances, 
or into a corner, it would affect and was affecting 
a great many more people in the colony than the 
planters themselves. There were men here in 
Brisbane who were advancing to those men 
thousands of pounds, and they would begin 
to feel the pinch. He should like the Gov
ernment to take it into their consideration, and 
seeing they did not feel disposed to accept that 
sort of overture, or the condition which had 
been mentioned, let them on their part make 
some kind of overture to the planters, and Jet 
them have something on which they could 
proceed. There were a number of men in this 
Assembly, and he did not suppose there was a 
producer amongst the members of the Gov
ment. There were a few producers amongst 
the members of the Assembly on the Gov
ernment side, and he did not know any
thing about the conetitntion of the Opposi
tion. There were men here selling sixteen
perch a.Jlotments, men selling maize by auction, 
and lawyers engaged in professional pursuits, 

and they must beware they did not try to injure 
the interests of the men engaged in that in
dnstry, who had gone into it under special 
circumstances. If the proposition and the con· 
dition in the paragraph were not acceptable to 
the Government, let the Government say what 
would meet their wishes in the matter, and lHt 
planters have some sort of finality tu the difH
culties in which this change had put them. 

Mr. STEVl~NSON said he had been afraid 
when the hon.member for North Brisbane spoke 
about bankrupt sugar-planters, and no other 
members on that side spoke, beyond interjecting 
a few " hear, hea.r>':-," he was afraid there was no 
1ne1nber on the Govennnent side who was going 
to say a word for them. \V ell, he was very glad 
to find that the hon. member for Fassifern, who 
made a very sensible speech, had pres,ed the 
Government to do what the hon. members 
on the Oppooition sitle Jmd been doing all 
the evening- to say on what terms they 
would allow the planters to indent those men. 
He was glad the pamphlet hml been read. A 
good many objections had been raised to some of 
its contents, but those on the other side who 
cheered the objections most loudly were precisely 
those who were the least likely to know what 
they were cheering about. A good deal had been 
said about the propo.scd house accommodation. 
He knew smnething about the accoinlnoda,tion 
generally given to rnen in the bush, and which 
even employers of labour were often glad to 
put up with, and it did not compare at all 
favourably with the hut 16 feet by 1G feet for 
sixteen persons, which had horrified some hon. 
Illen1bers. Hon. rnernben; oppCJsite did not Reern 
to understand how the thing was arranged, and the 
junior member for 1'\orth Brisbane had talked 
about a passage of three feet between the bunks. 
But it was nothing of the sort. The space would 
be 12 feet square, with the sixteen benches arranged 
in two tiers; and in a climate like that of 
Northern Queensland men were seldom indoors 
except at night, or for a little shade at midday. 
There was nothiug unhealthy about a house of 
that kind, even with sixteen rnen sleeping in it, 
for there would be a door at each end to insure 
thorough ventilation. In the early clays in the 
interior he had for years to put up with far worse 
accommodation than was propooed to be given to 
those men. Compare those huts with the 
accmnrnodation allowed to a sailor rn the fore~ 
cctstle of a vessel. The sailor had to creep into 
his bunk, while in the huts there would be at 
least room to stand erect. The proposed hours of 
labour no doubt seerned long in a cli1nate 
like this, but they were not longer than 
the ordinary farm labourer had to work in 
England, Scotland, and Ireland. The wages 
were better than those given at home, where o:1ly 
the best men got £20 a year, the others rangmg 
between £1.5 and £20. Although the engage
ment was for two years the change would not be 
looked upon as a bad one by men who had worked 
as long hours at home for far loss 'vages. In 
Germany, indeed, he believed the hours of work 
were quite as long, while the wages were frmn 
one-half to one-third less. There were plenty of 
men working at the present moment in the old 
country for wages as small as those mentioned in 
the pamphlet without any rations at all. His 
principal reason for opeakiug was to draw 
attention to certain remarks made by the 
hon. member for Oxley. Hon. members 
could not help noticing the virtuous imlig
nation which the hon. member for Oxley pro
fessed to feel at the wages proposed to be 
given by the planters of the North. Earlier in 
the evening- the hon. member for Mackay referred 
to the case of a family who applied for work to 
a sugar-planter in the South. The wageR 
offered were js. a week to the father of the 
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family, and Gs. each to the three sons, 
aged respectively thirteen, fourteen, aad sixteen 
years, with three rations- for the whole family, 
which consisted of his wife and two other children, 
in addition to those already mentioned. The 
hon. member for Oxley was the man who offered 
tl10se wages, a,; he (i\Ir. Stevenson) was in a 
potdtion to prove. X otwithstanding the virtuous 
indignation shown by that hon. member at the 
wages proposed to be given by the Northern 
planters to Gerrnan coolies, he,vanted to engage the 
services of a sturtly Irish family for 2•'"- a week 
and three rations, wet days to be deducted from 
the wages. The same hon. member also talked the 
greatest l'Ot ou the subject of rations. He (JVlr. 
Stevenson) had had a good deal of experience in 
rationing n1en, and ·waR able to say that, to a 
man working hard, the ordinary ration was not 
quite sufficient; uwre Ineat and nwre sugar were 
generally required, and, in son1e cases, n1ore 
tea; but it was absurd for the hem. member to 
tell them that a man could consume a ration of 
18 lbs. of flour and 20 lbs. of meat. As to the 
pamphlet, it Lore the stamp of honesty and 
truth ; it was a ~traightfonvard production, and 
would nut nlislead those for whon1 it was in
tended. The idea of the Immigration Act was 
to supply the phtnter w1th cheap l£ur01Jean 
labour-he lmd heard the Colonial Secretary 
himself make us~ of that term-and now, he
cause that hon. gentleman was not satisfied with 
the terms proposed in the pamphlet, he 
wished to avoid mentioning any particular 
rate of wages, in order to throw the onus of 
doing so upon the Agent-General at h(Jl11e._ 
He knew that it was unpopul:u to name a low 
rate of wages. The hon. gentlen1an waR either 
deceiving the working men or the planters. He 
brought iu a Bill to give advantages to the 
sugar grower by the introduction of a cheaper 
labour than he could get in England, Scotland, 
or Ireland, and he had to go to another country 
for it. Of course the planter was willing to give 
that class of labour a trial. It was like a drown
ing man catching at a straw. Why was not the 
Premier straightforward, and why did he not 
name the mte of wages that he thought ought 
to be paid? They knew very well that men 
could be obtained at home for those wages, and 
if they were willing to come there was nobody 
to prevent them. The Premier was trying to 
throw the responsibility on to the Government 
agent. 

l\Ir. IL\. TES snid he sl10ulcl not have risen 
had not the leader of the Opposition nmde a 
remark with regard to what he called " servile 
labour." When the Immigration Bill was before 
the House on its second reading, he said he strongly 
protested against its being known that Germans 
were to be introduced into Queensland as a sub
stitute for kanakas. He could not understand 
what the hon. gentleman meant by "German 
coolies." There might be coolies in India, 
but he had never heard of them in Ger
many. He prote«ted against the Germans being 
dragged about in that Committee, as they had 
been ever since the Bill had been introduced. 
The German nation stood too high in the world 
to be dragged about like that. In art and 
literature there were none to be compared with 
Germans; and it was his opinion that if any 
gentlemen went abroad and said that Germ[mls 
should Le introduced as substitutes for coolies, 
they would meet with a very hot reception. With 
regard to the pamphlet, he did not see anything 
very wrong in it ; or anything very unfair, with 
the exception of a few points. He, and several 
other member., objected to the proposed way 
of housing. He maintained that a house 16 
feet by 16 feet was not sufficient accommodation 
for sixteen persons. Then he thought the rations 
were tuo low. The member for Oxley, who had 

spoken, went too high; a man could not use in a 
weekl6lbs. offlourand20lbs.ofmeat. With regard 
to the wages, he thought that if they offered £20 
for the first year, and £30 for the second, it would 
be accepted ; and the hem. member for Ji;fackay 
miaht be sure that if those men made an agree
me~t, and understood the tenor of it, they would 
perform it with a view of becoming masters in 
their turU: He would like to see Germans in
troduced by thousands, because they made excel
lent colonists; and, although they might have 
hard work for the first two years, they would 
cheerfully submit to that in the hope that by 
their thrift they might become as prosperous as 
the planteriJ themselves. 

The Hox. Sm T. MoiLWRAITH said the 
hon. member must h,we misunderstood him. 
He had been talking against introducing GerM 
xnans as a substitute for kanakas for sugar grow· 
in IT. He was glad to hear the opinion of the hon. 
ge';,tleman with regard to the introduction of 
Germans. and he would like to have his opinion 
on mwther point. Dirl the hon. memLer, from his 
experience in Germany, consider that the offer of 
the Queensland planters in the North, of £20 a 
year and rationB, and quarters, and their paK::;;ageR 
paid, would be availed of by them? Did he 
consider that the inducements held out in that 
pamphlet would be sufficient? 

Mr. KATES said it was a long time since he 
had left Germany ; but he thought that, in con
sideration of the passages Leing paid, and £20 
w,;ges for the first year and £30 for the second, 
they would willingly come, with proper treatment 
and fair rations. 

Mr. BLACK said he was very glad to find 
that they were getting rational at last. The 
CJUestion was brought into the Committee with 
an amount of excitement and rapid talk that 
rendered it perfectly impossible to get a calm 
discussion on the matter. Nothing had given 
him greater satisfaction than the reply of the 
last gentleman who spoke, that were the planters 
to offer £20 for the first year and £30 for 
the second, with proper accommodation and 
rations, that would be a rate of wages which 
would probably lead to the experiment being tried. 
The request that had been preferred had only 
emanated from one section of the planters, and 
other planting districts were making their 
own arrangements independent of Mackay. He 
ought to have stated that if £20 was not con· 
sidered sufficient the planters would be prepared 
to give £21\ ; and if £25 was not enough, then £30 
would have to be given. Now, when they were 
told that labourers could be obtained for £20 the 
first year, and £30 for the second year, which 
was an average of £25, was it not fair to ask 
that the Government should give some as
surance that on those terms they would Le 
prepared to appoint agents on the Continent who 
would atte,t the agreements ? The experiment 
had to be tried, and he would like to know what 
the terms of the Government were to be. The 
hon. member for MaryLorough had said that 
Polynesians were still to be obtained in any 
number, and if that was so the planters would 
not attempt to go to Europe for labour; not that 
they disliked European labour but that they 
believed the labour to be unsuitable to Europeans 
in the tropics. He was not applying that argu
ment to the southern portion of the colony, 
but experience had proved that Europeans 
did not willingly do the work which was 
at present done by kanakas. Now they were 
getting down to a rational argument; and 
they had been told that by offering £25 a year 
they were likely to be successful ; and some 
h,m, gentlemen were willing to accept that rate 
as a reasonable one. He should be very glad to 
have some assurance from the Colonial Secretary 
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that he would facilitate the introduction of 
labour on those terms. The J\Iackay planters 
had subscribed £4,000, which they expected 800 
labonrerswonldcost at the rate of £5 a head. That 
money was actnally available, and they were 
:tnxious to put the scheme in operation as soon as 
possible. The idea that they were g·oing to try 
and make the experiment a failure was 
simply nonsense, for they would not risk 
their money and reputation in that way. 
The men when they came woulrl have 
every fair treatment the Government chose to 
ensure that they should have. The house 
accommodation that had been referred to he did 
not consider sufficient for a hot climate, but the 
Act under which the labour was introduced pro
vided for ample accommodation, and it remained 
for the Government to see that they got it under 
the :Masters and Servants Act ; also proper 
rations could be enforced; and he thought hon. 
members would know that when the men came 
here under proper supervision of the Government, 
and in a free country with people of their own 
nationality all around them, it could be assumed 
that the men would be given perfectly fair and 
honest treatment. Here was an experiment 
which had to be tried, and he asked the Govern
ment, in the interests of an industry, which 
was of great importance to the colony, to 
take such steps as would give the jJlanters 
those facilities which they had been led to 
believe the Government would afford them. 
He could not close his remarks without drawing 
attention to the claptrap arguments the 
Colonial Secretary was in the habit of using 
when speaking on the Labour question-argu
ments that he (Mr. Black) did not believe the 
hon. gentleman would indulge in, except for 
political purposes. He spoke of the unlimited 
introduction of coolies; and that was a phrase 
the hon. member had been in the habit of using; 
but there were many reasons why it was simply 
impossible to introduce coolie' in unlimited 
numbers. Indian coolies were not procurable in 
large numbers in India; and then again the 
whole control of the system beinq in the hands of 
the Government., it was at their option to stop 
the labour if they considered that step necessary, 
and if it proved tu be in excess of what was 
advisable for the country; and there was another 
check-the salaries for the services of the cle
pm·tnJentmauagingl;he coolie labour wouldal ways 
h'we to be voted by the House. Assuming there 
would be a su1n down for coolie irnmigra.tinn, it 
would be in the power of the House, if t.hey saw 
it was becoming a dangerou~ elmnent, to lin1it or 
contrive to do away with it altogether. The hon. 
gentleman said also, "Is this to be a white man's 
country, or a bla.ck man's country?" That was 
what he (Mr. Black) called claptrap. The 
country was going to be both. 

HoxocRABLE 'ME:IIBERS : No, no l 

Mr. BLACK said that was simply a matter of 
opinion. Hon. gentleman t;aid no. He sa,id, 
at present the country was no more a white man's 
country than a black man's country, but by the 
judicious combination of the two, the colony had 
undoubtedly achie.ved a certain success in agri
culture. If it was not to be a mixed colony, what 
were those gentleman who callecl out "No" 
going to do with the coloured n1en now in the 
colony ? They har! had eighteen years' experi
ence of the mixed description of labour, and he 
defied any hon. geutlernan, unless carried away 
by obstin~>cy, to point out in what way eighteen 
years of mixed bbour had been a harm to the 
colony. They might fairly base the probabilities 
of the future on the experience of the pa-t. It 
had been the means of introducing hundreds of 
men of capital who had established the sugar 
industry and brought it to it;; present ~,erfect otate. 

Successive Governments had held out induce· 
ments to capitalists to come to the colony and 
carry on their operations, and they hac! come 
and commenced, and carried on the industry up 
to a certain point. Considering the great diffi
culty in getting Polynesians, he would be very 
glad to see a better class of labour and better 
regulated, in the shape of coolies, brought into 
the country. They would be as amenable to 
control as the Polynesians, and the regulations 
which had been framed had been agreed to by 
the Indian Government. Another mistake 
which the hon. gentleman made-he did not know 
whether it was intentionally-·was in stating that 
if separation took place the Home Government 
would never consent to the X orth being a new 
colony, except as a Crown colony. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I did not 
say that. 

Mr. BLACK: \Veil, the hon. member said 
that the Home Government would never allow 
a stream of coolies to be under the control of the 
Korthern planters. 

The COLONIAL SECRET AllY: Hear, 
hear ! I said that. 

Mr. BLACK : And he said that on that 
account the Home Government would not con· 
sent to separation, or that, if sepctration did take 
place, the new colony would be a Crown colony. 
But there was a very good argument against that 
in what had taken place in the K orthern Terri
tory. That was not >t Crown colony, and the 
Home Government had consented to coolies being 
introduced there. He could tell the Committee 
that the planters, in their dire necessity, were 
turning their minds to the probability of having 
to remove their operations to the Northern Terri
tory. They could see that the present Government 
were adverse to their interests, and they thought 
they were not getting that fair treatment to 
which they were entitled. He was expressing 
the views of the planters when he e,aid that they 
were :;mffering under the 1nost intenHe irrita,tion 
and indignation at the present Government, 
because the Government held out to them that 
they would give them relief in the shape of cheap 
labour, and were not doing so. 'rhey therefore 
said that they must endeavour to clear nut, and 
go to a colony which would receive them with 
open arn1s and givt: thern n1ore facilities for 
carrying on their industry than the Queensland 
Government would give. The hon. gentleman 
said the separation movement was got up by the 
Maclmy planters, and that it was on the question 
of coloured labour. The hon. gentleman was quite 
mistaken. 

The COLOXIAL SECTIETARY: I know who 
is pulling the strings. 

Mr. BLACK: The hon. gentleman thonght he 
knew a great deal. He 1night know \rho was 
pulling the stt·ings; and he (Mr. Black) should 
be glad if he would tell him. He believed it was 
a spontaneous movement throughout the whole of 
Northern (~neenslancl. It was not initiated by 
the planters of lYiackay, nor was it a movement 
that would be justified by the question of coloured 
labour. The northernlJeople were smarting under 
a general feeling of irritation against the present 
Government. They did not think their wants 
were being properly considered. They believed 
that by the present Queen-street Ministry their 
requirements were misunderstood ; and that 
there was no sympathy existing between the 
South and the North. Let hon. members look at 
the constitution of that Chamber. The whole 
northern portion from Cape Palmerston to the 
Gulf of Carpentaria contained as much territory 
as the south below Cape Palmerston, which 
was the proposed line of ,;epamtion ; 'wd yet 
it was represented in that Home hy only 
eifjht members af(ainst thi1·ty-seven. How could 
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the North reasonably expect to get a fair consi
deration of their requirements'? He himself, as 
the representative of the sugar industry, had to 
face a huge majority opposed to him 011 the other 
side. He felt the difficulty under which he 
la Loured, and he maintained that he had no right 
to be placed in such a position. \V ere the 
North represented as it should he, it would 
have at least sixteen members instead of eight. 
Those were the reasons, or so1ne of then1, 
why the North was seeking for separa
tion. Hon. members who had been in that 
House as long as he, knew that he had always 
deprecated separation. He would rather see 
their grand colony, with all its varied resources, 
one united colony; hut in order to do that there 
must be more consideration shown for the varied 
soil and climate that it possessed. In connection 
with the sugar question, there 'vas one liinit, 
and that was the cost of production. If that 
cost was more thm1 the article produced, the 
industry could not last, and it would collapse, 
no matter whether it was workecl with white or 
black labour. 

Mr. MELLOR said he was not going to speak 
on the Labour que;;tion. He wished to allude to 
the ilntnigration arrangements, which were uot 
satisfactory to lYiaryborough and the \Vide Bay 
district. Ships used to be sent to Maryborough 
direct; but now n1ost of the innnigrants c;une to 
Brisbane first. He thought it would be better 
either to revert to the uld system, or send immi
grants to Maryborough as soon as they ttrrived. 

Mr. cnn::vn;s said he understood that, during 
his absence from the Chamber, the hon. member 
for Nornmnby had stated that he (Mr. Gril!les) 
had offered a man 7;;. a week ttnd three boys Us., 
to work for hitn. He never made Rnch a,n offer 
to any family. Further than that, no man in his 
establishment, over the age of twenty-one years, 
was getting less than 15s. a week and every
thing found, and a great many of them got more. 
\Vhoever had given the hon. member the informa
tion had tol<l him what was false. 

The COLONVcL SECHETAHY said, in 
answer to the hon. member for \Vide Bay, 
that the present arrangements were that immi
grants were brought by steamers. That had 
been found to be more convenient and satisfac
tory. It had also been notified publicly through
out the colony in the most ttlll]Jle manner, that 
information as to the clemand for la.bour 
in the different districts should be sent to the 
different inunigration agents. That informa
tion was received at the lnnnigration Office, 
in Brisbane, weekly; and if people desirous 
of employing labour would not give the 
information, the l+overntnent were scarcely to 
blame if they were not able to supply a demand 
of which they h,td no notice. As long· as the 
information was given the arrangements would 
be nude. For instance, they learnt that fifty or 
sixty laLonrors were required at Mary borough, 
and fifty or sixty would be sent. The conditions 
that had to be complied with were the most 
satisfnctory that could be made, and were framed 
so as to let the Government know where the 
demand for labour was. 

:'.fr. A='f~K\R said the people of the Mary
borough and Wide Bay di>tricts did not care 
about having their irrnnigrants brought by the 
steam-boats; they preferred having themlmmght 
direct. ·when they came to Brisbane first the 
best of them were filtered out, and the rest sent 
on to 1\Iaryborongh. It 'vas a question affecting 
the interests, not only of ::'.Iaryborough, but of 
other districts. 

The HoN. J. :'.I. MAOJWSSAN said there 
was a good deal in the complaints made by the 
hon. members fur Gympie am! ::'.laryborough. 
If the immigrants wel'e sent <lirect to Mary-

borough they woul<l arrive as the G•wernment 
got them-g.ood, bad, and indifferent; but at 
present the JYiaryborough people got only the 
bad and the indifferent. \Vith regard to what 
the hon. member for Oxley had said, he could 
assure the hon. member that some months ag·o 
he heard the same statement which had been 
made by the hon. member for N ormanuy, about 
the rate of wages offered by the hon. member for 
Oxley. He thought the hon. memuer at the 
head of the Government could not be cong-ratu
lated uvon his own side of the Committee having 
raised the long dreary discussion upon the merits 
of that pamphlet. He was glad that it had not 
originated on his side, so that nothing could be 
said about obstruction. He had never seen the 
pamphlet before, but on reading it through 
he did not see anything so very bad in it. 
There was nothing in it to prevent the hon. 
the Colonial Secretary from carrying out the 
arrangements made under the Act of 1884. 
'l'he hon. member had brought that Act forward 
as the remedy for the k:tnakas ; and though he 
might try to get out of it as he pleased, _it 
was intended as a substitute for the kanakas m 
the North. When the question was raised as to 
the results of bringing out cheap labour to cmu
pete with the working men of the colony, the 
Colonial Secretary pooh-poohed the idea, and 
said the Government could not interfere with 
the rate of wages; unt now, when the question 
had assumed a definite form, by the planters 
taking him at his word, and issuing the pamphlet, 
he saw looming before him the dang·er that the 
working man would find that he harl been 
deceived-avoiding the Scylla of black labour 
and falling into the Charybdis of low-class North 
of Europe competition. \Vhich was the worse 
of the two, let the working man himself decide. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Hear, hear! 

The HoN. J. M. iYIAClWSSAN said the hon 
member had no right to say, as he had said, that 
he would refuse to ratify any agreements because 
they were fraudulent. \V hat could be fraudulent 
in that pamphlet? It was sincerity itself. The 
hon. gentleman had not the power to refuse to 
ratify an agreement. The only power given by 
the principal Act w>ts for mt officer of the 
Agent-General to endor~e the agremnent, a.ttest~ 
ing that the person signing it knew what he 
was doing. If a man agTeed to come for £10 a 
year, the Government had no right to refuse him 
a passage. The hnn. gentle1nan seerned to be 
trying-to evade the Act he harl himself introduced 
and carried. It was not fair for him to throw 
cold water on the efforts made by the planters at 
JVIackay to make the Act a success. As to the 
rate of wages, everybody knew that agricultural 
labourers were ba•lly paid in every country. In 
America, the first country in tbe world for wages, 
any number of agricultnral laLourers could Le 
g(Jt on the eastern seaboard for £20 to £30 a 
year; in England the wages were lower ; iu 
Ireland lowel' still ; and lower again in Ger~ 
many and the north of Europe generally. It 
was no use talking about the rate nf wages. Be
sides, the Gcwernment had depri vect themselves 
of the right to interfere in the rate of wages, 
and the planters had the ri$!ht to offer £10 if 
they liked. He knew from his <>wn knowledge 
of the north of Europe, and from the infonmc
tion which had been given by the hon. 
member for JYiackay, that thou;;ancls of men 
could be got to come for £20 a year. They 
would be glad to lea1·e the north of .Europe to 
better their condition by coming- to Australia 
at almost any price. vYhen they did come 
let it be for the planters to treat them properly 
and give them el"ery inducement to fulfil 
their engagements. If they did not fulfil their 
engagements it would be a ;;urry thing for the 
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country, for the great amount of low class 
labour would have the effect predicted by hon. 
members on his side of the House, of reducing 
the general rate of wages all over the colony. 
He might say before he sat down that the pamph
let had been reviewed. He found, by reading 
the organ which supported the Government, that it 
had been reviewed favourably frnm beginning to 
end, except in regard to the wages. He wonldjust 
read for the benefit of hon. members the last para
graph of the review in the leading article, which 
appeared on Monday, 17th November, just three 
days ago, in the 'l'eleumph-the leading organ 
supporting the Government:-

" It is believed that the publication in question is a 
bona fide production, and that it reH1ly is what it seems 
to be-an earnest attempt at the inauguration of the 
system desired by the present Government ~Lnd by the 
colony at large-namely, the estn.blishment of the sugar 
industry on a. permanent basis in Queensland, carried 
on exclusively by European labour." 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It does 
not strike me in that way. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN said that 
possibly it did not-it was a difference of opinion. 
That was a paper which supported the Govern
on any question, through thick or thin, right or 
wrong. Now the only fault it found with the 
pamphlet "'as about the rate of wages. The 
rate of wages was too small, in his opinion ; 
but, nevertheless, he knew also that at the 
present time there were men-and had been for 
years-working here at a rate quite as low as 
that, and in many parts at a rate not much 
higher than that. He recollected that twenty 
years ago, in New South Wales, he found men 
working on farms or Ss. a week and rations. 

Mr. GRIMES said that the hon. member had 
again referred to him, but he denied the truth of 
the report. He was not answerable for what 
people might tell the hon. gentleman. There 
were many false reports going about. There was 
one started at the last general election, that his 
firm had mad8 arrangements to get kanakas, and 
had them on their plantations. 1'hey traced that 
report to a Northern planter, and they found it 
was done for a purpose. He had no doubt the 
report which the hon. gentleman had heard had 
also come from a similar quarter. He denied it 
most emphatically, and of course the Committee 
could take it for what it was worth. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he 
would remind the hon. member for Towns
ville that he was in error when he said he (the 
Colonial Secretary) had stated the pamphlet 
would have the effect of preventing the 
Government from carrying out their promises. 
What he had said was that the publication of 
that pamphlet would not prevent the Govern
ment from carrying out the promises which they 
had made ; but that it would really not be sur
prising if the persistent efforts made by the 
planters to thwart the Government in every way, 
should exhaust their patience ; but as he had 
said, the patience of the Government would not 
be exhausted ; they would proceed steadfastly in 
the course they had set forth. The hon. member 
for Townsville told them that the rnling rate of 
wages in the Eastern States of America for ngricnl
tural labour was from £20 to £30, but then how 
was it that ruling rate of wages for agricultural 
labour did not reduce the general rate of wages 
in other places in America"? How was it that it 
would reduce the wages here when it did not 
affect them in America? 

The HoN. ,T. M. MACROSSAN said he would 
ask the hon. gentleman what was the ruling rate 
of wages outside agricultural labour, and 
whether he did not know that the wages through
out America were from 30 to 40 per cent. below 
the wa:;es qf working meq in A,nstn;lif!? T!Je 

working men of America were working for one 
dollar or4s. 2d. a day, whilst here what was called 
the ruling rate of wages-namely, those paid 
on public works by contractors-was from 7s. 6d. 
to Ss. a day, and Ss. a day all over New South 
\Vales, and in some cases Ss. 6d. Now, that 
wn,s not the case m America-it was just one 
dollar there, and, in the State of New York, 
there were tens of thousands working for three
quarters of a dolhtr a day. As to the f[Uestion the 
hon. gentleman asked him, whether that did not 
reduce the rate of wages, it certainly did bear 
in proportion to the general rate of wages. 

Mr. JORDAN said that a short time ago he had 
seen the pamphlet reviewed in one of the weekly 
papers, and, he thought the review was a very 
unfair one. He thought it took a very wrong view 
of the objects and intentions of the pamphlet, and 
threw ridicule and contempt on a large industry. 
He regrtrded the pamphlet as showing a dis
position on the part of the planters to accept the 
scheme of the Government. He was going to 
ask the hon. member for Townsville, as he had 
read the last paragraph, to read the previous one 
in regard to the rate of wages, as he wi:.;hed to 
put himself right, it being pretty well known 
that he wrote the article in rruestion. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSA::'{ said he 
could assure the hon. gentleman he had not the 
slightest conception that he had written the 
article. It was unusual for newspaper men 
to reveal their identity. He would, however, 
read the paragraph :-

"It is to be hoped tlutt before this well-written 
pamphlet is made use of for the intended purpo~e. the 
whole ma.tter of remuneration to the worlnnen will be 
carefully reconsidered, and th~tt the terms offered will 
be such as will be likely to be accepted by European 
labourers, and as they will find reasonable and satisfac
tory on their arrival in the colony." 
\Vhat he said was, that he thought the great 
exception that reviewer took in that article to 
the pamphlet was in regard to the rate of wages. 
He was very glad to find the hon. gentleman did 
write for the Teleg1Yrph. 

Mr. JORDAN said he would like to add that 
he had been opposed to black labour perhaps as 
strongly as any man in the colony. He had never 
been opposed to the sugar planters nor had he 
said one word disrespectful of that class of men. 
He thought the colony was grelttly indebted to 
the planters for the energy, enterprise, Dnd the 
great amount of capital they had laid out, and if 
he thought the Government were doing anything 
now that would be likely to injure the planter,., 
except with regard to the higher interest of the 
colony, he would certainly oppose their policy. 
He belie,·ed their policy would be beneficial to the 
ph1nters of the colony, and he had no sympathy 
with the remarks which were sometimes made 
in the way of ridiculing the lJhtnters and their 
grand enterprise. 

The Hos. Sm T. MaiL WHAITH said it was 
very interesting to know that the hon. member 
W<ts one of the contributors to the Tele!fraplt. 
They had noticed lately a change in the policy 
of that paper. The hon. member for South 
Brisbane was credited with that policy for a long 
time, and it was well to know the hrm. gentle
man had the ability to perform these arduous 
dnties and attend that House also, as it had 
saved him from making one of his speeches 
on the immigration question. The modesty 
of the hrm. member led him to fancy that no one 
could detect his handiwork in that article. He 
had heard the hon. member deliver one speech on 
immigration twenty times. He remembered the 
first time on which he heard him deliver it, anr1 he 
then remarked to an hon. gentleman who was then 
sitting alongside him-the Hon. IV. H. \Valsh
th!lt it was !I very good speech ; n,nd as soon a~ 
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the hon. member had sat down, Mr. \Valsh 
r·ushed across the Chamber and !lSid to the 
hon. gentleman " I congratulated you on that 
speech before. I have heard you deliver it ten 
or eleven years ago. I know it quite well." 
But to hear the hon. member on the gene
m! kanalm c1uestion, there was his article before 
them, and he was the only man who showed any 
intelligence on that question on his side of the 
House, huring the Premier. They did not look 
for intelligence from the Minister for \Vorks 
after wlutt he sai<l last night, and the Minister 
for Lands h>td shown what he knew of things in 
general by his exposition on the Land Bill. At 
all events when n.nything was rertuirecl to be sn.id 
in favour of the Ministry they tt!ways looked to 
the mnn behind the Ministry-the hon. member 
for South Brisbane-who exponnded the idetts 
of the Premier. The article snid :-

"It apnears to lmvc been written for the purpose of 
circulation among snch classes of labourers as 've desire 
to S""D coming frO HI I·~nrope to settle in the colony, and 
especinlly to asi"bt in the working of the sugar planta
tion'~ at Jlackay and other places in the north. The 
lJ<Llllllhlct is carel'ully ancl well 'vrittcn, setting forth, 
1il'1"t, tlmt the Goyermnent of the llrit.ish colony of 
Qnecn~lan(1, in Am;tralitL, being desirous of introducing 
ag-ri<'ultnral immignmts, who will event.nally settle 
down on smnll farms of their own, has recently 
pa~~ed an Act Offl~ring to such per.sons a free pas
sage, less the vayment of £1 for their ;Ship-kit, to J~uro
}Jean bll1onrers, aucl that such persous arc nmv invited 
to come to the eolony unfl.er indcntnrc for two years to 
employer~. '" llo \Vill pay £2 tovnu-ds their passages, the 
remainder of the cost being defrayed by the Queensland 
Government. The \vorl\: to b~' done is plainly described, 
such as eart driving, lJlonghjng, field work, mill work, 
and the rest; anrl a smnmvhat attracti \'0 but fair and 
intelligent destTiiltion is given of the climate, and the 
country. awl the surroundings of sugar planting in t.he 
north of the colony. It is stntcd, very truthfully, that 
there is no prejudh•e a.gain.st J:uropean foreigners in 
Queensland; but such pur::.ons 'vill be clw~en by 
employers here just. as willingly as if they were English, 
Irish, ~eotch, or Australian. 

"It is sh01vn in tlte pnn1phlet that lahonrers, thus 
engaging thmnsolvcs for two years on a sugar plantation, 
will he in the wa.y of learning a gl'f'§l,t rlcal that will be 
Yen· vnlua.ble to them a."i intending settlers on the land 
iu ihe 1U\'1r future, and it explained how they can pro
cure their own farms of lOO acre-,;;, or less, at 2s. GU, 
an acre, by a payment merely of Gd. an aere for 
five years, thus nutking the propcrt.Y their own, 
:Jlany'of the advantages of life in Australia are very well 
awl \Tery fairl~' statccl in the pampl1let, and intending 
immigrants from }~nrope are told that they may thus 
learn during their t\vo years of indenture, the J•:nglish 
hmguage. t.he ways and customs of the colony, and a 
trade suitable to the wants of the country, 

"Parming. as it has been carrier! on by the Germans 
in Qm-'cnsl;tnd. is made to appear as it really is. 1'he 
writer de~wribes the farm, and the vineyard, and the 
orehnrtl, a.11d the surroun(Ung,;; of German farm ~ettlc
ments in Queensland very trnthfnlly and very attrac
tively, C:'i]Jcdally ns they exist in the more southern 
parts of the colony. 'The Germans,' as the writer of 
this pamphlet say;,;;, 'hn.Yc proved tllemsf'lves worthy of 
being elassec1 muong the most succr-ssfnl of colonists, 
and their comfortable housp,.;:; arc to be seen dotted up 
and down onr river bank~. Sneh p!orl_ding indnstry nnd 
sobrictv as the German shO\VS, is bound in the long run 
to roa.pv success in a free country like Australia. rl'he 
vine gl'ow·s well in ma.ny pa.rts of Quf:<Dnsland, and the 
chif~f wine grO\vers are German~. 'J'lle \\Titer of this 
pamphlet ha.s visited many of the virteyards, and always 
found comfort and plenty, even attluenee, as the result 
of the cnlture of the gra,pe.' 

"On the othPr hand. the hent of the climate in sum
mm·, and the prevalence of intermittent fever on the 
new lands of the north, and cert:lin othPr dr:twbacks 
~Ll'e honestly set dO\Yll in this littL• pn1)liC~Ltion, which 
is evidently intended for circulation in J<~urope am on~ a 
elass who may be thus indueed to try their fortunes in 
this part of Australia. rrrans.l:Lted into some of the 
langn·tges of Xorthern Europe. nnd freely circulated, 
this inEorma.tion would no doubt prove very useful 
indeed. ancl be the means of attracting to Qneunslan(l 
ln:lTIY per~ons. jus:.t such :-ts we want, from Germany, 
Korw;ty, ~weLlen, aucl Denmark.'' 
Then the ttrticle went on to refer to the rate of 
remuneration offered--

)\{r. JOHDAN : Plea'e !'e;cd t]]at, 

The HoN. Sm T. IVIciLWRAITH sttid the 
writer continued:-

" rrhere is one great error in the schelne as laid down 
in t.his publication, and that is, that the terms of 
remuneration offered to the immigrants are altogether 
too low. £20 a vear, with the addition of rations, may 
appear gooLlenOllgh to the labourer in XorthernEurope, 
while he is on that sicle of the water, but he would be 
certain to feel very much dissatisfied with it on 
his arrival in Queensland; and it seems a pity that 
so low a rate of wages had been thought of, as 
this must damage the scheme, and cause dissatis
faction. \Yorkini men who have been some years in 
the colony have too much sense in these da.ys to 
oppoRe immigration, because they know that the more 
labour we have introduced of a suitable kind, and 
within certain limits, the better it. is for all parties con
cerned; while they do not wish to see wages generally 
lowered, they know that new arrivals cannot expect, 
and are not \Vorth the wages obtained by those who 
have ga.ined <1 few yem·s of experience i but they will 
take great exception to an attempt to begin this new 
system of l<~uropean labour for sugar plantations at a 
rate of wages which is unreasonably low; and it appears 
unwise at the very start to raise up any feeling of 
opposition on their part to a scheme which otherwise 
is well devised, and calculated to realise what is so 
much to be desired-that is, prosperity to the sugar
planting interest in Queensland, without black labour. 
It is true that the pamphlet honestly states that 
the 1vages olfered, £20 a year, with the addition 
of rations and hut accommodation, are much lower 
than those ruling generally in the colony, which are 
quo led, but the difference is too great. A year ago, 
·when it was sugg·ested that I~nropean labourers 1night 
be obtained by the sugnr-planter at 15s. n week, with 
the addition of rntions, the iclea W<LS ridiculed ; yet now 
it is gravely proposed to pay these men at very little 
over 71!,. 6d. a week, with the addition of rations. If 
men can be found to nccept such pay, which is, to say 
the least, doubtful, they will find on arrival here if they 
be married men t.hat it is utterly impossible to subsist 
on snch a pittance, and not even a Mackay bench of 
magistrates would condemn men for resisting absolute 
starvation. Some of the other conditions of the intended 
agreement appear too one-sided and illibP-raL It is to be 
hoped that before this well \Vritt(~n pamphlet is made use of 
for the intended purpose, the whole matter of rernunera
tion to the workmen will be earefully reconsidered, and 
that the terms offered_ will be such as will be likely to 
be accepted hy };uropean labourers and as they will 
find reasonable aud satisfactory on their arrival in the 
colony. It is believed that the publieation in question
is a bona fide production. and tha.t it is really what it 
seems to b'*, an earne>'lt attempt at the inauguration of 
the s;rstem desired by the present Government, and by 
the colony at lnrge-namely, the establishment of the 
sugar industry on a permanent basis in Queensla.nd 
carried on exclusively by l·~uropean labour." 
The hon. member must feel indebted to him for 
httving made a very good speech. The ttrticle 
wtts a fair criticism of the pnmphlet, with the 
exception, perhnps, of the pn.rt relttting to 
wages. The pttmphlet stated clettrly and dis
tinctly the terms to be offered to the ln.bourers. 
If the terms were not suitttble the labourers 
would not come out; and if they were 
distnsteful to the Government, the Government 
ought to say so now in orcler to pr~ven,t the 
Act from breaking clown. The Colomal 8ecre
tarv httd said now wh>1t he declined to stty 
on· the pttssing of the Bill, that agents would 
be appointed in the north of Burope who 
would not sm1ction any agreements that would 
be inimicn.l t<• the interests of the lnbourers. In 
order to give the Act a fnir trial-especittlly as 
the hnn. gentleman hn.d chnrged the plnnters with 
trying to mnke it a fttilure-nll that wn.s wanted 
was for the Government to stnte what rate of 
wttges they would sttnctio_n. The planters would 
then know whether to mdent for labourers or 
not. The Committee would then get to business, 
ttnd the whole of the pamphlet business would 
be disposed of. It wns n mn.tter of opinion 
whether the ptttnphlet bore the charn.cter attri
buted to it by the hon. member for Bun
danbn., or by the hon. member for South Bris
bane. His opinion wtts that the h<m. member 
for South Briobttne had reviewecl it sincerely and 
tempemtelr, <tnd th<tt the pamphlet itself Wl\~ 
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written with the object of o-ettino· the class of 
men intended to be brought 7,ut by the Govern
ment. At any rate, after the declaration made 
by the Premier, unless he disclosed what would 
be a sufficient rate of _w_a15es to satisfy the 
Government, the responsibility of the Act being 
a failure would rest with the Government and 
not with the planters. 

Mr. WHITE said it had been reiterated from 
time to time by ho:r. members opposite that the 
pttmphlet wtts a hir statement-thttt it showed 
ettrnestness, .and wtts not mislectding. He quite 
agreed that It was not misleading but it only 
sho":ed earnes~ness in trying to m~ke the intro
dr~ctwn of white labour for sugar planttttions a 
farlure. There was no possibility of their o-et
ting any agricultural white labour from G~eat 
Britain to siq-n an agreement beyond one year, 
and he believed the same rule would hold 
!n Germa_ny, unless some good authority could 
mform him to the contrary. In the next place 
~he h?urs of labour would prevent their getting 
mtelhgent workmen from Great Britain or the 
qontin~nt,. a.s he knew they would not get one 
smg·le mrlividual to work more than ten hours 
a :la:J:. Such a thing never occurred in Great 
Brrtam, even through the harvest time. "With 
regard to \vages, he considered that the rmnarks 
made by hon. gentlemen opposite concernino- the 
rates of wages ruling in Great Britain "'were 
:"!together misleading. He doubted very much 
If they could find men to work for such wao-es 
even in Germany. For £30 a ye''" they might 
get men who would be useful, but if they gave 
only £20 or £25 they would get men who were 
not worth anything. 

The HoN. Sm T. MaiL WRAITH: Do the 
Government decline to answer the question I 
put to them? 
Th~ COLONIAL SECRETARY : What 

question? 
The HoN. Sm T. MaiL WRAITH said the 

question he had put was this: the hon. the Premier 
had i_ntimated to them at an earlier period of the 
evemng that a gentleman appointed by the GcH'· 
ernment would. see that no contract was signed, 
unless at a fair mte rate of wa,es · would the 
Governrr~ent now st~te the instru~tio;1s that they 
would give to their agents as to the rate of 
wn,ges? The Government had already intimated 
that tbeir agents would have that power. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
hon. gentleman had again failed in correctly 
stating what he said. He said that everv agree
ment made under the Act would be attested 
in Europe by an agent of the Government, and 
that gentleman would not be justified in allowino
any agreement to be made, the terms of which 
were such as would be fraudulent. He did not 
say that the Government would fix the rate of 
wages, nor was he prepared to say that any 
instructions would be given as tn the rate of 
watfeR. There were n1any thing~:; to be considered 
beeides the rate of wages. He did not consirler 
t)1at to be the most objectionable of many objec
tiOnable parts oftbe pamphlet. He should reply 
to the authors of the pamphlet to the effect that 
the Government were not prepared to assist the 
planter~ in bringing in labour unrler those tern1s. 
~e should also remind them that the pttmphlet 
rhd not appear to be written with a desire that 
the experiment should succeed. It was brou~ht 
before the Government, and the Government 
would express their opinion upon it, and in the 
present case they had to express their disapprovHJ. 
The amount of food and work and accommo
dation might be stated, but the rate of waaes 
would be regulated by the laws of the land. b 

The HoN. Sm T. M oiL \VRAITH said that if 
the hon. gentleman would give as much informa-

tion to the planters of Mackay he did not think 
there would be much difficulty. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : I have 
told them before. 

The HoN. Sm T. MaiL WRAITH said that if 
tbe bon. gentleman had wished to stop the 
?ebate: instead of getting up a claptrap debate 
m wluch he could pose all ri"ht amon"st 
the working men, he would "'have sa:ed 
time by making that statement before and 
have made great progress in his Estimates. The 
Premier had an extreme disinclination to see 
the Act working. The simple statement that 
the agent ol.ljected to a''lent to a contract would 
not be satisfactory. He woulrl be rerruired to 
object specifically. Up to the present time 
there had been only two points discussed 
-one was the question of wages. and the 
other, that of accommodation. The latter 
they could set aside, as it was provided for 
in the Immigration Act, but the rate of wa<res 
was a matter quite outside the Govermne~1t. 
The Premier would evidently lead them to sup
pose that the agents would see that no unfair 
rate of wages would be sanctioned in the ao-ree
ment. He had also said that supply and der::ancl 
would regulate everything, but at n,ll e;-ents his 
Act was undergoing a critical test. Let him 
bring out two or three thousand immigrants. 
If they were brought out successfully it would 
be the biggest failure the hon. gentleman 
had. mad~, becaus: the colony would rise up 
agamst him; and If the experiment was not suc
cessful, it woulcl be an equal failure, because 
the hon. gentleman had failed to find a remedy 
when he had promised to find one. There 
was another matter he would now refer to. 
He could not find anything at all in the corres
pondence that passed between the Colonial 
Secretary ancl the Agent-General, instructing 
the latter to limit the number of immigTants 
to 12,000. The debate on that point had been 
interrupted by the other matter introduced from 
the other side of the Committee. He asked what 
was the scheme of immigration for the present 
year, and the hon. gentleman answered 12,000. 
He could not find any instructions to that effect, 
and so far as he could see it was left very much 
to the Agent-General to decide. 'Then he should 
like to have another question answered. vVhy 
ha?. the Government giving up sailing vessels? 
Sailmg veesels were very suitable for certain 
parts of the colony, and was it not intended that 
that should be a permanent arrangement as far 
as tbe Government were concerned? 

'!'he COLO:'iiAL SECRETARY said the 
information that he gave ,,hen he last spoke as 
to the views of the Government with re,>pect 
to the administration of the Immio·ration Act 
had all been given by him to the re]~'""'entatives 
of the planters of Mackay personally and 
verb:tll}_', so that he had thrown no new light ou 
the subJect a8 the hon. member had said he had. 
Tl:e ]1on. member had had the opportunity of 
pm;ttmg out to the Government the operation of 
their Act, and he was welcome to all that he ha<l 
scr;red. He (the Colonial Secretary) dirl not 
thmk the hon. member had scored very much. 
The Govemrnent had shown very clearly that 
they did not intend to allow the Act to lie rmecl 
for any such purposes as those contemplated. 
The first instructions with respect to immigTation 
\YOre contained in the imrniuration correspon
d:nce laid on the tab!e last se~sion. They were 
given on the 2nd of ~ ovember last, and were in 
the shape of n, telegmm and letter. The follow
ing was the telegram:-

"_Iunnigration after compiet.ion present arrnngcmcnts 
em1~Tants not _to exceed thousand llf'r month giving 
pref~rcnce nom mated pas~engers. confining· free pas~ ages 
to smgle women ancl farm lalJourers Invite tenclefJS 
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time to time conveyance immigrants by steamers under 
section seventeen Yfben number in vessels sailing under 
that section exceeds fifty adults impose same conditions 
as to diet fitt.ings :tnd supervision as ordinary illlmi
grant ships with :.:urgeon and matron appointe<l Uy you 
Government pays usual gratuities Submit by cable all 
tenders and arrangements for avproval Despatch f1:·w 
immigrants as possible under existing arrangements. 

"GRU'FITH." 

There was a lot more correspondence, but that 
was the ha.eis of the instructions on which the 
arrangements had been made from time to time. 
There wtts a contract between l\Ies.srs. Gray, 
Dttwes, ttnd Compttny, and ttlso between Messrs. 
Green and Cumpttny ttnd the Government. The 
arrangements for next ye::tr had not yet been 
made, so that he could not speak on that point; 
but at the present time it was exceedingly easy to 
make arrangements at very short notice. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH sairl the 
contmcts had been made since the instructions 
were given, but he could never httve understood 
that from the correspondence. Since the 30th 
November all the contracts httd been made, so 
that the number might exceed 12,000 or be less 
than that number. He would also like to know 
why the sailing port had been altered from 
Plymouth to London, and whether that was 
intended as a permanent arrangentent? rl.,he 
Premier had forg-otten to answer another ques
tion he had asked with reference to sttiling ships. 

The COLONIALSBCRETARY said the ques
tion of employing sailing ships was regulated by 
what ttppearedmostconvenient. The Government 
had not made up their minds to have no more sttil
ing vessels; and if it was convenient to resort to 
the system it would be resorted to. "With respect 
to the change of the port of departure, that was 
done by the Agent-Geneml, and he did not see 
any rettson to dissent from it. The accommoda
tion at London was much better than Plymouth, 
and the mettns of getting there were much more 
convenient. That was how the bets were repre
£ented to him. The present Agent-General had 
the matter under consideration. There were 
many things to be said in favour of both pbces. 
Plymouth was further down the channel and 
was more convenient in thttt way, but London 
w::ts more convenient from other points of view. 

Mr. JORDAN said the advttntage of the port 
of Plymouth was thttt agricultural labourers 
were more ettsily obtttined from the west of 
Englttnd, and a very valuttble class of agricul
turallttbourers they were. If they started their 
ships from Plymouth, they would more easily 
get tt class of people who were specially suited 
to the requirements of the colony. 

The HoN. Sm T. :i\IciLWRAITH said the 
hon. gentleman httd not yet given the reason why 
the change \vas 1nade frmn sailing ships to 
steamers. vV ltS it intended to mttke London 
the permanent port of depttrture? That was 
virtually done by doing aw::ty with sailing ships, 
because they would not st::trt from Plymouth. 
He only wished to know whttt the ~c-olicy of the 
Government \Vas. 

The COLO="fiAL SECRETARY said he httd 
given all the informtttion he could on the subject. 
If the Govern1nent proposed to engage sailing 
ships, of course they would not sail from London. 
The contmcts nmde for some time were for 
steamers, and there was no romn for sailing 
ships, except when they desired to bring ont a few 
bounty pttssengers. A small number had come 
out in that way. 

Question put and passed. 
On the motion of the COLONIAL TREA

SURER, the CHAII\MAN left the ch:cir, reported 
progress, and obtained leave to sit agttin to
Inorro\v. 

MESSAGE FROM THE LEGISLATIVE 
COU="fCIL. 

The SPEAKER reported that he had received 
a messttge from the Legisltttive Council, stating 
that that House had agreed to the Bmnds Act 
Amendment Bill with an amendment, and re
questing the concurrence of the Legislative 
Assembly thereto. 

On th~ motion of the Ho~. B. B. MORETON, 
it wtts re,ol ved that the message be taken into 
consideration on }'rid::ty. 

AD.JOURNJ\IENT. 
The PHEMIER, in moving the adjournment, 

said th:>t Supply would be gone on with to
morrow. 

'l'he Ho:-.;. Sm T. l\IciL WRAITH: Can the 
Premier tell us when the Loan };stimates are 
likely to come on ? 

The PREMIER: Kot until the Estimates-in
Chief are disposed of. 

The Ho:-.;. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: They will 
not come on before the Estimates-in-Chief tne 
disposed of ? 

The PimMIER: No. 
The Honse ::tdjourned at five minutes past 

11 o'clock. 




