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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 
Wednesday, 12 November, 1884. 

l!aryborough School of Arts Bill-third reading.
Pbarmacy Bill.-Townsville Gas and Coke Company 
(Limited) Bill. 

The PRESIDENT took the chair at 4 o'clock. 

MARYBOROUGH SCHOOL OF ARTS 
BILL-THIRD READING. 

On the motion of the POSTMASTER
GENERAL (Hon. C. S. Mein), this Bill was 
read a third time, passed, and ordered to be 
returned to the Legislative Assembly with 
message in the usu1,1,l form. 

PHARMACY BILL. 
On the motion of the HoN. A. J. THYNNE, 

the President left the chair, and the House went 
into Committee to consider the Legislative 
Assembly's amendments to this Bill. 

The HoN. A. J. THYNNE said the Bill had 
been considered by the Legislative Assembly, 
and returned with certain amendments. The 
first was in clause 5-an amendment practically 
striking out an amendment introduced on the 
motion of the Postmaster-General. The clause 
as it first stood said :-

"Every member of the board must, until a register 
has been made, and that fact has been certified to the 
Governor under the provisions of this Act, be a registered 
chemist and druggist, or legally qualified medical practi
tioner, and so soon as such register has been made, and 
the fact so certified, must be a pharmaceutical chemist, 
or legally qualified medical practitioner." 
That was the original provision for the qualifi
cations of members of the board ; but the amend
ment moved by the Postmaster-General required 
that a chemist and druggist, in order to be com
petent to hold a seat on the pharmacy board, 
must hold a certificate of competency as a 
pharmaceutical chemist, or as a chemist and 
druggiHt from the Pharmaceutical Society of 
Great Britain, or any college or board of 
pharmacy recognised by the board under the 
regulations. There were very few chemists in 
the city holding the first qualification, and he 
would point out that, until the board was consti
tuted, the colle~e or board of pharmacy referred 
to in the amendment of the Postmaster-General 
could not be recognised ; so that a great many 
desirable men who would be of great assis
tance would be excluded from the board. It 
was of considerable importance that the first 
board should have the confidence of the chemistH 
as well as of the general public. One effect 
which would follow from the clause remaining as 
amended by the Postmaster-General would be 
that a few young men, who had recently come to 
the colony, and who were now in the position of 
assistants getting probably small salaries, would 
form the pharmacy board, and it would be 
rather awkward for men holding subordinate 
positions to have seats on the board. The men 
hest suited to form and work the board were 
those who had, by long experience and high per
sonal character, shown themselves worthy of 
public confidence. He therefore moved that 
the Committee agree to the amendment of the 
Legislative Assembly in clause 5. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL moved that 
all the words after "that" be omitted, with a 
view of inserting the following:-

The Committee disagree to the amendments of the 
Legislative Assembly in clause 5, because the :Bill pro
vides for the examination by the board of pharmacy 
of persons desirous of being registered as pharma
ceutical chemists, and it is expedient for the safety of 
the public, and in order to secure proper examination, 
that all members of such board should, before their 
appointment thereto, have proved themselves (1ualified 
to conduct the prescribed examinations by having 
passed a similar exan1ination. 

The Hon. Mr. Thynne had offered no argu
ment whatever in favour of assenting to the 
amendment of the Legislative Assembly. The 
matter was very fully discussed by the Council 
when the Bill was under conHideration, and 
there seemed to be an ·almost unanimous con
sensus of opinion that the persons entrusted 
with the examination of candidates wishing 
to become pharmaceutical chemists should 
prove themselves qualified before they were 
entitled to sit on the board. The Bill was not 
introduced in the interests of the chemists, but 
those of the public. According to the preamble, 
it was introduced becau•e it was desirable 
to make better provision for preventing 
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unqualified persons from representing them
se! ves to be corn petent to practise as dis
pensing chemists and druggists. It was desir
able to remove that facility, and that was 
the reason for the introduction of a provision 
which enacted that all persons must hereafter 
prove that they had been registered by competent 
tribunals elsewhere, or undergo a period of 
apprenticeship and prove their competency by 
examination. The clause provided that the 
board of pharmacy should consist of persons so 
qualified. Clause 22 laid down the following 
emphatic rule:-

" 'fhe board shall examine all persons, who shall pre
sent themselves for examination, under the provisions 
o.f this Act, as to their knowledge of the Latin language, 
botany, materia, medica, pharmaceutical and general 
chemistry, practical pharmacy, and such other subjects 
as may from time to time be prescribed by the regula
tions." 

Those were subjects which the experience of 
learned societies elsewhere held to be necessary, 
and of which persons desiring to practise as 
pharmaceutical chemists should display a com
petent knowledge. But how on earth could the 
board of pharmacy be trusted with the con
duct of those examinations unless the members 
thereof gave some evidence of their own compe
tency ? He had endeavoured to secure that the 
merribers of the board should consist of thoroughly 
competent persons when he moved the amendment 
which had been struck out by the Legislative As
sembly. At that time he was underami$apprehen
sion as to the state of the law in Great Britain. He 
assumed that the Act o'f 1852 was the only one 
in force dealing with pharmaceutical chemists, 
but snbse<tuent researches had enabled him to 
discover that an Act was passed in 1868, extend
ing the provisions of the Act of 1852, and recog
nising more strongly than the Act of 1852 the 
necessity fur the examination of candidates by 
competent persons. The preamble contained the 
following :-

"Whereas it is expedient for the safety of the public 
that persons keeping open shops for the retailing, dis
pensing, or compounding of poisons, and persons known 
as chemists and drugg1sts, should possess a competent 
practical knowledge of their business, and to that end, 
from and after the day herein named, all persons not 
already engaged in such business should, before com
mencing such business, be duly examined as to their 
practical knowledge, and that a register should be kept, 
as herein provided." 

The Act of 1852, which incorporated the Phar
maceutical Society of Great Britain, stipulated 
that the society's board of examiners should be 
the examiners under that Act to determine the 
qualification of pharmaceutical chemists; and 
that they should be competent to conduct 
examinations it was provided that they all should 
have a knowledge of the subjects on which the 
candidates were to be examined. There was 
some very serious evidence given before the Select 
Committee appointed to examine into the Bill. 
The Bill professedly originated with the chemists; 
and one prominent chemist;, on being somewhat 
pressed to give an opinion as to the character 
of the examination of candidates, said he 
thought they should show some knowledge of the 
Latin language ; and on being pressed to name 
the books, he stated, among others, that he 
thought "Euclid" would be a very suitable one. 
He believed that gentleman was a very good dis
penser of medicine ; but would that gentleman 
be competent to determine what line the examina
tion should take under clause 12? All that 
they prescribed in the 5th clause was that every 
person presiding over an examination should 
himself be competent, and should have proved 
that cam petency either by being registered as a 
pharmaceutical chemist, or as a chemist and drug
gist under the PharmaceutiQltl Society of Great 
Britain, or any college or board of pharmacy 

recognised by the board under the regulations. 
'Vhen the amendment introduced by him was 
adopted he was not aware there was a separate 
Pharmaceutical Society in Ireland, but it would 
be quite competent for the Legislative Assembly, 
if they insi~ted on retaining the clause in its 
present shape, to offer a suggestion by which 
additional gentlemen could be allowed to be 
placed on the board-for instance, members 
of the Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland 
and members of any Pharmaceutical Society 
of Great Britain. They could not now 
make that alteration themselves. He had 
no objection whatever to the insertion of any 
class of persons in the colony who had undergone 
an examination. All he desired to secure was 
that the members of the board of pharmacy, who 
were appointed from time to time under the Bill 
to conduct the examinations of future candidates, 
should have proved themselves to be competent 
men, and that was, he thought, all that the Com
mittee and the country desired. But if they 
allowed the Bill to go forth in its present 
shape, any person who had been registered as a 
chemist and druggist under the existing Act
which was admitted to be defective, and which 
that Bill was introduced to do away with
would be at once placed in the position of 
being entitled to be elected to the ooard ; 
and as the number of skilled pharmaceutical 
chemistsinthecolony was admitted to be very few, 
unquestionably the examination would practi
cally become a farce. 'fhose men would select 
men of their own body to occupy positions on 
the board, and the examinations would either 
be too hard or would be useless by not being 
sufficiently stringent. His experience was that 
the more competent the man was to examine 
candidates the more fair the examinations were 
likely to be. If they put in incompetent men 
they would try to make it a close corporation, and 
would make examination unduly stiff. He 
wanted to guard against both extremes, and to 
secure fair examinations ; and they could not be 
fair unless the persons who were to conduct them 
were competent men. ' 

The HoN. A. C. GREGORYsaidhe could not 
agree with the proposed amendment, as he thought 
that when they came to examine the Bill they 
would find that clause 5 only applied to the first 
board which was to be appointed. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: No. 
The HoN. A. C. GREGORY: The clause 

said:-" Every member of the board must, until 
a register has been made, and that fact has 
been certified to the Governor under the pro
visions of this Act, be" so-and-so. After the 
register was made it would be another matter. 
Then clanse 6, which must be read in explana
tion of clause 5, said :-

"The first members of the board shall be appointed 
by tbe Governor in Council, and shall hold office until 
the thirty-first day of December, one tbousand eight 
hundred and eighty-six." 
Now, taking clause 5, either as it originally 
stood or as it ha9. been amended by the Legis
lative Assembly, the whole effect of it was 
simply to prescribe from whom the Governor in 
Council should select the first board. Under 
those conditions it was possible, if they passed 
too stringent a clause, that some few eligible 
individuals-it might be only one perhaps
might be technically deprived of the qualifica
tion which would enable the Governor to select 
them ; and they certainly ought to be able to 
trust the Governor in Council to select the 
individuals from a large list as well as they could 
from a smaller one. Under those circumstances 
he really did not see what was the use of delay
ing the business of the country in insisting upon 
the original clause and rejecting the amendmeni 
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of the other House when that amendment in no 
ay interfered with what could be done under 

the Bill. J~ven if the amendment which had 
been put by the Postmaster-General were carried 
it would only have the effect of narrowing th~ 
powers of the Governor in Council. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said that 
the hon. gentleman was mistaken. The clause 
applied to the appointment of the first board, 
and every subsequent board. He would read the 
clause to the Committee in the form in which it 
stood when they pas•ed it :-

,, 5. Every member of the hoard must, until a register 
has been made, and that fact has lJeen certified to the 
Governor under the provisions of this A.ct, he a regis
tered chemist and drnggist, who holds a certificate 
of competency as a pllarmaceutical chemist, or as a 
chemist and clrnggist from the Pharnuwentical Society 
or Gre~t Britain, or any college or board of pharmacy 
recognised by the board under the regulations, or 
legally qualified medical practitioner; and so soon as 
such register has been made, and the fact so c.::rtified, 
mus~ be a pharmaceutical chemist, who holds any such 
certificate or ha.s passed the exa.minntion prescribed by 
the regulations, or legally qualified medical practi
tioner." 
He, would have to detain the Committee ao-ain 
so that they might thoroughly understand th~ 
matter. At present they had what were called 
registered chemists and druggists under the 
Medical Act of 1867. Hon. gentlemen, by 
turning to definitions in clause 3, would observe 
that a ''registered chemist and druggist" 1neant 
a person registered as such under the :l\Iedical 
Act of 1867, and that a "pharmaceutical chemist" 
meant a person registered as such under the Bill. 
If they turned to clause 20 they would find that 
"any person who has attained the age of twenty
one years, and is a registered chemist or drug
gist," could at once, and was immediately, when 
the Bill came into force, entitletl to be registered 
M a pharmaceutical chemist under the Bill- he 
immediately got his status as a pharmaceutical 
chemist when the Bill had been passed and he 
had applied to be registered. The register was 
made up by the board under the provisions of 
section 13, as follows :-

~~.The board shall cause to be n~acle and kept, a 
register. in the form in the first scheQule, or to the like 
effect, of the names of all persons entitl@d to b3 regis
tered as plutnnaoeutical chemists, and ~uch n~gister shall 
be called 'fJ.,he Pharmaceutical Register of Queensland.'" 

"So soon as a register shalllmve been made under this 
Act, the president of the board shall o;yrtify the fact to 
the Governor under his hand and seal." 
All that was necessary to be do no to have 
the register constituted, WR,s for those persons 
who claimed to be admitted - such as the 
chemists and druggists existing now-to apply. 
That would not take a month to perform. 
The register was then complete - as soon 
as the applications were made. The presi
dent would certify the fact to the Gm·ernor 
in Council, and then those men became phar
maceutical chemists. If the Bill remained in 
its present position, as it had been altered by the 
Legislative A~~embly, every chemist and druggist 
in the colony who was now practising, however 
unqualified he might be, would become at 
once a pharmaceutical chemist, and be eligible 
for appointment to the original board, as well as 
to all subsequent boards of pharmacy. He 
thought that the Hon. :Mr. Gregory nee:l be 
under no apprehension as to the powers of the 
Governor in Council under the Bill. It was 
true that the first board was to last to 
December, 188G. The hon. ;member wished
and he believed they all wished-to secure 
that the first board should :be compolled of 
thoroughly competent men, and the Governor in 
Council had very htrge powers of selection undGr 
the Bill. Every man who was a pharmaceutical 
chemist, and who had pass8cl an examination 
under the regulations here for future admission 

as a chemist, was eligible to be placed on the 
original board as well as medical practitioners. 
At present he believed the board was almost, if 
not entirely, compo~ed of medical men. Those men 
they knew had gone through a course of education, 
and had passed examinations to show their 'luali
fications; and even if the boartl was originally 
composed entirely of medical men, the ch<!mi~ts 
and clruggists would suffer no injustice, bec.'H!Se 
they could only work under the provisions of the 
statute. If they were to assent to the amend
ments of the Lt~gislative Assembly they would 
practically place in the h1tnds of the present 
chemists and drnggists the right to appoint 
themselves almost in perpetuity, or as long as 
they lived, the board of pharmacy under the 
Bill. How could they get from incompetent 
men a thorough examinatiun? It was impo~;~ible. 
No men were capable of supervising examination 
unle"s they hacl some knowledge of the snbjects 
about which the examination was belLI, and, 
therefore, he sincerely hoped that they would 
not be induced to waver from the decision that 
they gave very strong expression to on a former 
occ~sion. 

The HoN. A. J. TRY~~E said he did not 
wish to detain the Committee any longer ; but 
it was due to the gentleman whose evidence was 
taken before the committee in 1882, and who 
had been alluded to in such a direct way by the 
Postmaster-General, that he should call the 
attention of hon. member~ to what that gentle
man's evidence WM. The insinuation wa,; that 
::\Ir. Moses \Vard did not know--

The POSTMASTRR-GEKERAL: I did not 
mention any name. 

The HoN. A. J. THYXNE said hi; hon. 
friend used the words "a principal chemist," and 
said the answer given uy tha& gentleman was 
notorious. If it was a notorious thing, why did 
not the hon. gentleman mention his n:une ? 
That gentleman was examined; and the question 
and answer which were given he wot1ld read to 
the Committee. It was a question put by the 
Hon . • T. Macpherson :-

"I want your opiuion. If you woultl only ::;tat3 what 
book you are aC(1Uaintm1 with that you wouhl recom
mend in La tin? 

The answer was-
" Cro~ar. It ili unneco%snry to e1nploy it, perhi'Rps ; but 

Enclid"--
And the witnes,, was at once stopped by the 
chairman-the Hon. B. D. ::\Iorehead-who was 
th~n Postmaster-General, and who did not allow 
him to finish his sentence. In a note [tdded by 
the witn'lsS to his evidence, on revision, he fk'1id 
that in the examination at home it was also 
nece~sary to have a knowledge of Euclid and 
Greek. He thought it was a very improper 
course to try and pervert the meaning of 
evidence which a witness gave before a 
committee of that Chamber in that way. It 
was not fair, and it was not an open way of 
attacking a body of men who, he ventured to 
s~ty, were as respectable and creditable a body 
of 1nen as ·were engaged in nny business or occu
pation in the colony. And he would further say 
that, taking the body of chemists and clruggiste 
of the colony, from end to end-let them be 
accused of being incomrmtent by the Post
master-General or the medical men or not-the 
medical men were, perhaps, under greater obliga
tions to them than they liked to acknowledge
they would get a better board ultimately by 
leaving the field enlarged, instead of having a 
narrow field with only a few men to select from, 
\Vas it because a man had l}l<ssed an exami
nation in Great Britain, with no practical 
knowledge of business, that he was to be foisted 
abtn-e men who had gained experience in their 
businei!S during a period of twenty-five years? 
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He submitted to them, that, as a matter of 
practical experience, those who had lived here ~o 
long, and who had maintained their reputation 
:1'4 good careful bn%tinex~ n1en, wer>H- n1ore worthy 
of ]Jeing entrusted with power than any new 
arrivals who might have pas~~d examinations or 
got diplomas with or without examination. He 
certainly thought that the original clause, as 
pas$~d by the Committe<', was one which wonhl 
cramp the operation of the board; and why 
should they not trust their chemists the same 
as in Great Britain and the other parts of the 
world? The same objection to the constitution 
of the board had been rab,ed in Great Bntain, 
and had been succesc<fully combated. 

The POST::.\IASTElt-GEXERAL: That is 
not so. 

The Ho~. A. J. THYNNE : The hon. gentle
man said it was not so ; but he would repeat the 
words he rec1d from the statute, and which he 
(Hon. :i\lr. Thynne) noted partiGularly. The !rt't 
statute in Great Britain made provision for the 
admission of men who were not then in business. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: I do not 
object to their admission being made by examina
tion. 

The Ho~. A. J. THYKNE: The hon. gentle
man had spoken about examination, for which he 
Wtts much obliged to him. He had forgotten that 
the hon. gentleman, in reading clmwe 22, had 
omitted the latter part, w!.ich said "the board 
may from time to time appoint examiners to 
condu~t examinations under thi" Act." The 
very facts the hon. the Postmaster-General re
ferred to showerl that in Great Britain they had 
allowed those men, who were in bu"ine>'H when 
the Bill was introduced, to carry on hnsiness and 
to be registered as chemists. And the hon. 
gentleman had enabled him to show them that, 
under that part of the Bill, tho%e men were not 
supposetl to conduct the examination~ personally, 
tut they might appoint, as all boards had powrr 
to do, examiners who had to put question" to 
those candidates to ascertain their capacity. 

The POST::.\IASTI<m-GEXER.AL snjd he had 
been accn.ed of distorting evidence. He had 
done nothing- of the sort. There wu.::: no Hingle 
mention of mathematics or anything about :I<;uclid 
in the previous portion of J\Ir. \Vard's evidtmce. 
That gentleman was pre$scd about the class of 
examination that ought to be expected from 
candidates in pnrsnance of the provisions of a 
Bill, somewhat anal0gous to the present one, 
which was then before a committee of that 
House. He would read the whole questions lead
ing up to that, in which reference to Euclid was 
made; and hon. gentlemen could judge for them
selves as to what was in the mind of the witness 
on that occasion :-

"52. Are there seYen chemist~ in Brisbane -I will 
narrow the que~tion to this- who are competent to 
examine in the Latin language, botany, Ndale;·ia merllca, 
pharmaceutical and general chemh;try, practical phar
macy, and such other subjects as may frmn t.ime to time 
be prescribed by the re&l:nlatiom;? Yes. 

"53. There are? There me. 
"51. You yourself, J1r. "lVard, ha~·c saicl that your 

Lntin has got a little rusty-it is a long time since you 
went to :::;chool. I cannot quite under~tan<l that? ::\Ir. 
1Iaepher8on at'ked me which book I would reconnnena. 
I do not know what books they are using- in the public 
schools now. I am verv caution:- not to mention until 
I know what books arc ln n~e. becau~e my boys were at 
school in England, and when they came heru I had to 
buy them new book~ entirely. The books u~ecl at 
school here were not the smne af! they had been using 
at home. · 

"5.;. By the Hon. P. :11acpherson: Bnt, 3Ir. Ward. I 
only WJ .. nt your opinion. If you wonltl (Jllly state what 
book you are acr{lutintecl with that you wonlcl re
commencl t Ooosar. It is unnecessary to employ it, 
perhaps : bnt Euclid." 

Then ~fr. Morehead, really out of charity, so as 
not to allow the gentleman to put his foot in 
it, said, "That is neither botany nor mataia 
1~ler1if'Jt." 'Vhat connln:-:ion CPuld any san0 1nan 
come to who read that evidence than the con
clusion he had come to-that that g-entleman 
thought tha.t Euclid was a Latin text-book ? 
He ,~.a~ very sorry that the gentlen1an~s nanw 
h11d been introduced. He had carefully abstained 
fron1 tnentjouing narne.s hin1RJ~lf ; but the gentle
man referred to admitted that he had got a 
little rusty. The Hon. Mr. Thynne had talked 
about re>~pectability, but it was not a qnc"oion 
of respectability at all. The gentleman in ques
tion was probably ten thonx<.md times more 
rt·spectable than he (the Postmaster-Ueneml) 
was. He had no doubt that he was a 
thoroughly 1'<\S]!ectahle man. There were good 
and lmd in ev"ry walk of life. It was not, as 
he had said, a <1U<"tion of respectability, but 
of educational statu", that they were discwssing. 
'Vith regard to the position of affairs in Great 
Britain, his hon. friend :Mr. Tbynne appeared 
to be under tlHl im pressinn that persons there 
were constituted phannacentic>tl chemists at 
once, but it was nothing of the sort. He (the Post
master-General) pointed out some time ago, when 
the matter was under discussion, that "' nnmher 
of competent men in Great Britain, in order to 
get a statu• for themselves, constituted them
selves into ::t society in 18-13, and voluntarily 
fenced themselves with rnl€1:$ which prescribed 
that no persons should be admitted to 
th~ir society nnk'"S they h>1d gone through 
a course of education, and ymssed a C!•rtain 
exmnination. upon complying with th<me 
conllition~ they were given a certifi(;:<'1.te of 
cmnpetoncy as pharmaceutical chemi,ts ; hut it 
conferred llpon those persons no public right or 
status. It was simply a certificate of competency 
from a thoroughly competent body. The Legis
lature did not step in until 1852, nine year~ 
aftet'\vards, when they recognised the voluntary 
action of those persons who had a"sociated 
themselves together for the purpo~e of secur
ing competency. They were then given a 
recognisee! status, and the persons who were 
appointed examiners under the by-laws of the 
society were required to be men competent to 
conduct the examination. Then, in 1868, they 
again fenced round the conditions with re(\"arcl to 
the appointment of those men. There were then 
two cla,Bes of men at home-pharmaceutic,\] 
chemists, and chemists and druggists. The 
chemists and druggists were per"ons who had 
got, as it were, a 1nere s1nattering of the 
scientific part of the pharmaceutical chemist's 
business. LTncler this Bill they were leaving it 
open for the chemists and druggists, who had 
passed the lesser examination, to step into the 
supe.rior station; and they dealt still more 
liberally with persons who were registered under 
the Act of 18o7, by enabling them to become 
pharmaceutical chemists without undergoing any 
examination. All he insisted upon now was that 
those persons who conducted the examination in 
the future should themselves have passed an 
exmnination. 

The Ho~. A. J. THYKXE said persons who 
were now registered in the colony as chemists 
and drnggists had had to produce some evidence 
of qualifiuation to the board. The qualification 
might not in all instances ha,·e proved very suit
able if examined into, but still they had to pro
duce a certificate of servic® of apprenticeship. 
There might be instnnces in which some of those 
persons might not be able to pass an examination, 
but he knew a great many cai<?S in which they 
wouldhtwe been able to passaverystrictexamina
tion, and why should they be excluded from the 
board? 
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The HoN. vV. D. BOX said the question had 
been well talked out in committee before ; and 
he could not help thinking that the conclusion 
they arrived at previously, was a wise one-put
ting in certain safeguards to ensure that they 
shonld have a properly qualified board. The 
hon. the Postmaster-General had given, to his 
mind, very satisfactory reasons why men who 
did not possess a certain qualification ought not 
to be chosen as members of the board that was 
going to manage and control the operation of the 
Bill. He therefore trusted that the Committee 
would continue to insist upon the >tlteration they 
had made in the Bill. Nothing that had been 
said had changed his mind on the question. 

Question-That the words proposed to he 
omitted stand part of the <1nestion-put, and the 
Committee divided:-

Coxn:~T~. 6. 
The Hons. A. J. Thynne, P. Macpllerson, W. Pettigrew, 

A. 0. Gregory, "\Y .. l!'orrest1 and "'\\~. Grahnm. 

Xox-CoxTK~Ts, 12. 
Tile Hons. Sir A. H. P:tlmer, C'. S. 3Iein, A. Raff, 

J.C.Henss:ler, J. Taylor, G. King, A. II. "~ilson, J.C. Foote, 
"'\\~"".G. Power, J.lil. l\IeDougall, W. D. Box, nud F.ll. Hart. 

Hesolved in the negative. 
Question-That the words proposed to he 

inserted be so inserted-put and passed. 
The HoN. A. J. THYNNE said the next 

amendment m:1de by the L<>gisiative Assembly 
was in cbuse 16. In the Bill, as p<Lssed by the 
Council, the words "deputy registrar" were 
used; the term should be '' rlistrict re.gistmr," 
<Lnd the Assembly lutd 111:1de the :1lteration, 
which wa~ merely verbal. He moved that the 
amendment be agreed to. 

Question put and p:1ssed. 
The HoN. ~"· ;r. THYNNE sai<l the next 

amendment made by the Legislative As.oembly 
was in cl:1use 2H, in which they lmd inserted an 
exception to certain provisions of the Bill, in the 
following words :-

"Any person representing himself to he a homceopathic 
chemist only." 
That exception applied to the provisions of 
clauses 2G :1nd 27. He might say th<Lt he did 
not quite approve of the amendment, bec:1nse 
the provision was omitted from the Bill in that 
Chamber on the recommendation of the Select 
Committee appointed to inquire into it; and they 
acted upon the evidence given before them by 
Dr. \Vaugh, who was himself a hommopathic 
medical practitioner, and who recommended that 
hommopathic chemists should be placed upon 
the same footing as ordinary chemists. For the 
purpose of having the nmtter discussed, he 
moved that the amendment of the Legislative 
Assembly in clause 28 be concurred in. 

The HoN. A. C. GREGORY said the amend
ment was practically to admit <Lny person who 
called himself a hommopathic chemist only to all 
the privileges of the Bill. If the term "hommo
pathic chemist" meant what they, in ordinary 
conversation, took it to mean, perhaps there 
would be no objection; but the actual fact of the 
matter wa' th<Lt the term '' hommop<Lthic chemist" 
did not restrict a man to dispensing medicines of 
any particular class, or in any particul<Lr form or 
quantity. A m<Ln might dispense, as a hommo
pathic chemist, just a#l large a dose of medicine 
as <Lny other chemist, and there w<Ls nothing to 
prevent him from compounding medicine in any 
quantity, or of any quality. Under those con
ditions he could not divest himself of the im
pression that when making the amendment the 
Assembly did not thoroughly understand the 
question before it. He believed the real 
ground of the amendment was one of this 
nature:- He understood that someone who 

was the head of an establishment from which 
hommopathic medicines-as they were termed
were dispensed did not himself possess the 
qualific,tions that would be required under the 
Bill from ordinary chemists, and, it being a 
seeming case of hardship to those who h<Ld taken 
the amendment in hand, they desired to relieve 
the individual in question from the disability 
that would follow upon him if that particular 
clause were struck out. But there must be, in 
connection with every piece of legislation, some 
persons who must suffer for the benefit of the 
whole, and conserJnently he thought that they 
ought not to agree to the amendment, and that 
they should strike out the words ''or any person 
representing himself to be a hommopathic chemist 
only," because practi<:<.ally it would nullify the 
Bill from beginning to end. He moved as 
an amendment that this House disagree to the 
<Lmendment of the Legisl<Lti ve Assembly in clause 
28. 

The HoN. A .• T. THYNNE said he was under 
a misapprehension as to the correct form, when 
he moved that the mnendment be <Lgreed to ; he 
would therefore, with the consent of the Com
mittee, withdraw his motion, to <Lllow that of the 
Hon. ~Ir. Gregory to be put. 

Motion, by leave, withdmwn. 

The HoN. A. C. GHEGORY moved that the 
Committee disag-ree to the amendment of the 
Legislative Assembly in clause 28, introducing 
the words "or any person representing himself 
to be a hommopathic chemist only." 

The l'OST~fASTER-GENERAL said he was 
:1 member of the Committee to which the Bill 
was referred, :1nd he W<LS somewh<Lt surprised 
when he found that Dr. \Vaugh considered all 
persons eng<Lged in the dispensing ofhomrnopathic 
medicines would have to submit to an examina
tion similar to that enacted for pharmaceutical 
chemists. He (the Postmaster-General) believed 
in homrnopathy, and he should certainly prefer 
getting his homrnopathic medicines from a person 
who dispensed hommopathic medicines only. 
Greater care was required in their manipulation, 
as the homrnop<Lthic chemist often dealt with 
very important poisons. It was a popular idea 
that homceopathy n1eant minute doses only, but 
that was not an accurate idea, for the strength 
of the dose was a matter that varied with the 
practitioner himself. He thought at :first that 
it would be wise to retain the provision originally 
contained in the Bill; but, in deference to Dr. 
Waugh's opinion, he concurred in the advisability 
of striking out the words relating to homrno
pathists. There was, until recently, but one 
person carrying on business in the colony as a 
homrnopathic chemist only, and, as soon as the 
Bill became law, he would be precluded from 
carrying on the business, and must sell to a 
person registered as as a chemist under the Act. 
Perhaps his case would be met by adding to the 
clause the words " and who is eng<Lged in dis
pensing homrnopathic medicines only." Clame 
28, which was a penal cbnse, provided that if 
any person represented himself as a person 
competent to practise as a pharmaceutical 
chemist under the Act, or used any words 
that would induce the public to be deceived 
into the belief that he was a pharmaceutical 
chemist under the Act, he should be liable to the 
penalties provided. Then there were certain 
exceptions. A person would not he liable if he 
represented himself to be a hom<Bop<Lthic chemist 
only, because then he would not profess to 
make up compound medicines. Hom<Bopathists 
took e:1ch drug simply by itself, and there~ore, 
as only one drug was being handled at a time, 
there was le•s liability to danger than in the 
case of a compound prescription, There would 
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be less danger in allowing an unlicensed homceo
pathic chemist to sell medicine than in allowing 
an unlicensed pharmaceutical chemist to do so. 

The HoN. A. C. GREGORY said he would 
withdraw his motion in favour of the one sug
gested by the Postmaster-General. 

Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 

The POSTMASTEll-G ENERAL moved that 
the Committee agree to the amendment in clause 
28 with t.he following amendment-namely, the 
addition of the words "and who at the time of 
the passing of this Act is engaged in selling or 
dispensing homceopathic medicines only." 

The HoN. 'N. l!'ORREST said that, from his 
point of view, the motion was only shutting the 
front door and opening the back door wider ; 
because all that a person would have to do in 
order to escape the penalties would be to stick 
on his window a notice to the effect that he was 
a homceopathic chemist only. Clause 27 provided 
that, under certain circumstances, any person 
practising as a pharmaceutical chemist should be 
liable to a penalty. One of the penalties provided 
was imprisonment for six months. But any person 
practising as ahomceopathic chemist would be able 
to do with impunity everything for which another 
man would be penalised. He hoped the Com
mittee would negative the motion, and show 
that they had not gone out of their senses 
altogether. 

The POSTMASTER-GE~ERAL said the 
hon. gentleman was under a misapprehension. 
The 26th clause provided-

11 From and after the day notified by the Governor in 
Council by proclamation as provided by the second 
section of this Act, it shall not be lawful for any person 
not duly registered as a pharmaceutical chemist under 
this Act to assutne or nse the title of pharmaceutical 
chemist, pharmaceutist, pharmacist, chemist and 
druggist, dispensing chemist or dispensing druggist, or 
other words of similar im})Ort, or to use or exhilnt any 
title, term or sign, which may be construed to mean 
that he is qualified to perform the duties of a phar
maceutical chemist, pharmaceutist, pharmacist, chemist 
and druggist, dispensing chemist, or dispensing 
druggist." 

In other words, he was not to use any expression 
calculated to mislead the public into the belief 
that he was registered under the Act. If the 
~mendment of the Legislative Assembly were 
slightly modified, as proposed, any person after 
the passing of the Act engaged in the occupation 
of homceopathic chemist, and selling homceopathic 
medicine only, would nnt be liable to prosecution 
for representing himself to be a hommopathic 
chemist only. There was only one person 
who would come under that description ; and 
persons in the future who wished to practise as 
homceopathic chemists would not be able to do so 
without proving their competency as chemists 
under the Act, Those now engaged in selling or 
dispensing homceopathicmedicines only would not 
be liable to prosecution if they represented them
selves to be homceopathic chemists only. 

The HoN. W. FORREST said he still dis
sented from the explanation given by the 
Postmaster-General. Clause 26 provided for 
the infliction of penalties; clause 27 provided 
that those penalities should apply to any corpora
tion, or any person aiding or abetting corpora
tions; and clause 28 went on to exempt certain 
people. Amongst the r{)!jt, there was ''any person 
representing himself to be a homceopathic 
chemist only, or any person engaged in vending 
homceopathic medicines" as suggested by the 
Postmaster-General. 
-The POSTMASTER-GENERAL : I did not 
use the word "or." 

The HoN. \V. FORREST said he was only 
giving the sense of the amendment. But the 

amendment distinctly said that he should not 
be liable to the penalties provided in clauses 26 
and 27. 

The HoN. A. J. THYNNE: That one man 
will not be liable. 

The HoN. W. FORREST said he did not 
know the man, but he objected to the principle 
of the amendment. If it was necessary to pro
tect the public by preventing certain people from 
selling medicines, he did not see why any person 
should be exempted from the penalties attached 
to a breach of the law, either at the present 
time or in the future. 

The HoN. A. H. WILSON said he quite 
agreed with the Hon. Mr. Forrest. There was 
not the slightB:lt doubt that that person, who
ever he might be, was to be allowed exemption, 
and might afterwards sell what drugs he chose 
without danger to himself. If there was a clause 
to say that he should be allowed to dispense only 
hommopathic medicines there would not be so 
much objection. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said that 
was exactly what the clause provided; the Hon. 
JVIr. Forrest was still under a mii!apprehension, 
The amendment of the Legislative Assembly 
assumed that if a man reprE'l:lented himself to 
be only a hommopathic chemist he was liable 
to the penal provisions of clause 2G. He (the 
Postmaster-General) asalawyer, had grave doubts 
whether he would be so liable, because, if a 
man represented himself to b;; a homreopathic 
chemist, he f[Uestioned whether a court of law 
would hold that he was representing himself to 
the world as a pharmaceutical chemist ; an<l 
he wished to avoid doubt on that question. 
\Vhen a man professed to be a hommopathic 
chemist, he simply intimated to the world 
that he dispensed and sold homceopathic medi
cines only, and nine hundred and ninety-nine 
persons out of every thousand would not be 
misled into believing that such a man was a 
dispenser of ordinary drugs. But, to put the 
matter beyond the region of poRsible doubt, the 
Legislative Assembly inserted their amendment. 
The Bill did not provide that homceopathic 
chemists should undergo examinations and be 
registered like pharmaceutical chemists ; and he 
thought they would be acting unfairly if they 
refused to allow anyone to continue a business 
which had hitherto been the source of his 
maintenance. 

The HoN. \V. GRAHAM said it was most 
extraordinary that any legislative body should 
be asked to alter a Bill to suit one particular 
individual. If the business of the homceopathic 
chemist referred to-he knew nothing about the 
gentleman-if his business were ruined he might 
get the Postmaster-General to apply for a 
pensiun, or for some remuneration ; but to bring 
up a Bill to save one particular man, and prevent 
any other man starting in the same line to com
pete with him, wus a most extraordinary thing. 
He did not think that the hon. the Postma,;ter
General had told them that he was a believer 
in hom<.eopathy, and took some of those things. 
No doubt he was sufficiently careful of himself. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL : I did not 
say that at all. 

The HoN. W. GRAHAM : The hon. gentle
man had argued that, because those men did not 
make up compound medicines, it was therefore 
perfectly safe. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: I said 
nothing of the sort. I said it was less liable to 
danger. That is not "perfectly safe." 

The HoN. W. GRAHAM: Well, less liable 
to danger ; but he totally differed from the 
hon. gentleman. He looked upon it that the 
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medicines of those people-although they did not 
make up compound medicines-dill not want 
compounding to be poisonous ; for they were 
quite bad enough already. His opinion was that 
the great <afeguard they gave those Jl<"~lple who 
took three drops was, that if they t•Jok the whole 
bottle it would not make much difference. There 
was a certain amount of saf<"gu:trd in that. It 
was a most extraordinary thing, in hringing in a, 
Bill, that it should be acknowledged it was to 
save one particular man. He had never heard 
of such a thing being done before. 

The Ho~. A. TIAFF said, referring to what 
the Hon. JVIr. Gmham had said, he thought if 
the hon. gentleman looked at the previous 
clauses in the Bill he would ><ee that it protected 
the rights of tho"e who were alrea<ly chemists 
and drugg-ists ; and the clam;e which was pro
posed to be inserted only l'rotected, in the same 
manner, the rightH of a person who was at present 
occupying himself a~ other chemi,ts and cirug
gists were doing. It was not a clause inserted, 
as it might be said, to meet the wishes of one 
individual. 

The Hox. \V. GRAHA:\I: It has beo;n said. 

The Ho~. A. RAFF: It protected the right 
of those who were already in practice in a 
certlbin position, just the same as a previous 
clause in the Bill provided that registered 
chemists and druggi,;ts shoulcl be admittecl with
out examinJl!tion and continue to he chemists. 

The HoN. \V. G RAHAI\I said he would point 
out that it had been said, and it ha<l been used as 
an argument why the clause should pass, that 
it wonld only apply to one indiddual. If it 
applied to many persons he Hllp]losed it would 
not have been proposed. That was one of the 
arguments that had been used. 

The POST::UASTER-GEXEltAL said there 
might he a dozen •mch individuals, but the one 
who had been referred to was the only one that 
the Hon .. l\Ir. Gregory and he were aware of. 

The HoN. A. C. GREGOltY >mid he thought, 
in this matter, if they turned to the general pro
vieions of the Bill they would see it" practical 
effect would be that any person who had been 
practising as a chemist would get on the 
list and on the register ; but technically the 
homceopathic chemist would get excludeci ; but 
if he happenc;zl to have the term "homceo
pathic chemiflt" in front of his "hop he woultl 
thereby be able to practi,~e along with the 
others. Still he believed there were some 
dozens of chemists who were otherwise tech
nically disqualified on the very same prin
ciple as the <liBqualification of that homceo
pathic chemist; therefore they were 'letting in 
some dozen or two chemists without any dilf.
culty, and why should they not let in one homceo
pathic chemist or two or three of them? 'l'here 
might be one or more, but he did not know more 
than une. It must be understood that he was not 
a believer in homceopathy, but at the same time 
he did not see why other l'eople should not 
believe in it. No doubt they had good and 
sufficient reasons for believing in it. The real 
difficulty at is.~ne was because the term 
"hmnmnpathy "in its strict meaning \vas so 
very different from the way in which they 
were in the habit of constantly using it. 
Homceopathy, in ibJ true signification, meant 
any mode of applying medicine on the prin
ciple of "like cures like." If a man had a 
fever, he should select and take medicines 
which would have the effect of inducing feverish 
symptoms; and when the symptoms of the medi
cine went off so also did the actual symptoms of 
the disease. That was really the meaninK of the 
term " homceopathy." He was not speal~ing un
advisedly upon matters of that kind, because, at 

the time that homceopathy first came in vogue, 
he v·.ra::; engaged a good Jeal in a public dis· 
pensary where he lem-nt a little about what 
ruedicines were, and how the~r \V ere emu pounded; 
and although he should not care to go up to pass 
an examination as a chemist-either pharrna
ceuticmi or homceopathic-still he knew a little 
alJout those matters and had compounded medi
cine pretty frequently, although he was not 
licensed to do so. Under the circumstances it 
would be seen that he was not in any way pre
judiced in favour of homceopathy; but at the 
same time he thought that whether one individual 
or many might be in a pm<ition to be affected 
by the Bill, it was only fair that they should be 
liberal in their mode of dealing with them. In the 
case he happened to know, the provision would 
destro:v the busine.-s of a man who had cunducted 
it for: .. great many years in, as far as he knew, 
a moilt satisfactory manner. The persons who 
had dealt with him had been very large in 
number; therefore it was not as though they were 
a select few who had taken a fancy to a particu
lar individual; and there was no doubt that the 
individual in question had done the community a 
great deal of good, b~'<Jause he had prevented 
them from swallowing q •1ite so large a proportion 
of medicines as they otherwise would practically 
have been inclined to do. However, he would 
not take up the time of the Committee any longer. 
He thought there were v~ry good reasons why 
they should adopt the view t:tken by the hon. 
the Postmaster-General. 

The Ho~. \V. I•'ORREST said he disagreed 
with the proposed amemlment confining the 
operation of the clause to those who, at the time 
of the passing of the Act, were engaged in selling 
or (Ji.qpen:;ing hurnmopathic 1nndicine only; be
cause by it a person woul<l be able to evade 
all the provisions of the Act. 

Question put and passed. 
The Hox. A. J. THYN~E said the next 

amendment of the Assembly was the omi~sion of 
clause 29, which provided :-

"A p1mrmacentiealchemi~t who is not a legally qu:-tli
ficd llll:'(licalpractitioner shall not be entitled to charge 
or rt'~.orer any 1'4?mnneration for :uervices rendered as a 
medical ]J!actitioncr." 

He might explain that the clause as it stood was 
neither good nor bad. It did not improve the 
Bill or injure it, and he looked upon it as so much 
snrpln.<age. It was alroady provided by the 
Medical Act that no person slwnld he allowed 
to charge fnr rnediu~l service&~ unle~s he \Vn,s a. duly 
qualitic>d medical prn,ctitioner, and it was unneces
sary to repeat that provision. He moved that 
the ameni!ment of the Legislative Assembly be 
agreed to. 

Question put and passed. 
On the motion of the HoN. A. J. THYNNE, 

the CH.\.ImL\N left the chair, reported that the 
Committee had agreed to some of the amend
ments of the Legislative Assembly and rejected 
others ; and the report was adopted. 

On the motion of the HoN. A. J. THYNNE, 
the Bill was ordered to be returned to the Legis
lative Assembly with the following mes~age :-

1Ir. SPEAKER,-11lie Legi~lative Conncil, having had 
under consideration the amendmeut.'5 1narle by the 
Legislative ..ls:-;embly in the Bill intitnled, "A lJill to 
e:..tablish a Board of Pharmacy in Que%''11shmcl, and to 
make better 1lrovi~iou for the regb:t"-~ring of pharma
ceutical chemi.sts, and for othE'r purpost:\S," beg now to 
intimate that they disagree to the amendments in 
clam:;e 5. been use the lUll providrvs fnr the examination 
by the hoard of pharmacy of persons desirous of bei•1 ~ 
register~p\l as llharmaceutical chemist~. and it is 1 '{ ... 

peUient, for the s:If(·ty of the public, and in order to 
secure proper examination, that all members of s1wll 
board should, before their appointment thereto, have 
proved themselvE-s qualified to conduct. the vrescribed 
examination by having :passetl a similar exmnination; 
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ngrce to amendmrnt in clause 2fi with the Hdditimi at the 
Cll'l thereof of the wora!::! ··and who ut the time of the paH~
iug of thl~ Act is eng-:1geU 111 ~c,lliug or dit->pon~ing homceo
pathhl me,licilWS only." to which adlliH.on they invito 
the eoncnrrcnev of the L(\gi..;;latiYe Al~.!'\Pmbly; and agree 
to the other amcnclmcnts made by the Legislative 
Assembly. 

TOW~SVILLE GAS AKD COKE COM
PAXY (LDIITEI>) BILL. 

On motion of the Hox. P. :\IACPHERSOX, 
the l're•;ident left the chair, and the House was 
put into Committeu of the \Vhole to consider 
this Bill in detail. 

The vm·ious clause·~ and the preamble having 
been agreed to without discussion, the CHAm
)1,\:-!left the chair, and reported the Bill without 
amendment. The l'll]Jort was ndopted, and the 
tllird reading of the Bill made an Order of the 
Day for to-monow. 

The House adjourned at nine 111inutes to 
6 o'clock, 
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