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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 
Tuesday, 11 Not·ember, 1884. 

A::;sent to Bills.-Xative IJabourers Protection Bill.-Jnry 
BilL-Brands Act Amendment Bill.~Crmvn Lands 
BilL-Divisional Bourtls Agricultural Drainage Bill. 
-.:llaryborongh and Urangan Itaihvay BilL-High­
fields Branch Rnihvay Extension.-Imported ::\Ianu­
factnred Leather.-Railwny between rroowomnbu, 
and Highlields.-'rownsville Gas and Coke Company 
(Limited) Bill-- seeon<l reading.- )Iaryborough 
School of Arts Bill-committee.-Sale and cse of 
Poisons Bill. 

The PRESIDENT took the chair at 4 o'clock. 

ASSENT TO BILLS. 
'fhe PRESIDEXT read messages from the 

Governor conveying His Excellency'" assent, 
on behalf of Her Majesty, to the following 
Bills :-Immigration Act of 1882 Amendment 
Bill, and Oaths Act Amendment Bill. 

NATIVE LABOURERS PROTECTION 
BILL .. 

The PRESIDENT read a message from the 
Legislative Assembly, intimating that the 
Assembly had agreed to the Council's amend­
ments in clauses 7 and 8. 

.TURY BILL. 
The PRESIDENT read a message from the 

Legislative Assembly, forwarding, for the concur­
rence of the Council, a Bill to amencl the laws re­
lating to jurors and to amend the .Jury Act of 1867. 

On the motion of the POSTMASTER­
GE~EHAL (Hon. C. S. :Mein), the Bill was reacl 
a first time, and the second reading made an 
Order of the Day for Thursday next. 

BRANDS ACT AlVIEND::\IENT BILL. 
'fhe PRESIDENT read a message from the 

Legislative Assembly, forwarding, for the con­
currence of the Council, a Bill to amend the 
Brands Act of 1872. 

On the motion of the POSTMASTER­
GBNEltAL, the Bill was read a first time, and 
the second reading made an Order of the Day 
for Thursday next. 

CitoWN LA~\DS BILL. 
The PRESIDENT read a message from the 

Legislative Assembly, forwarding, for the concur­
rence of the Council, a Bill to make better pro­
vision for the occupation and use of Crown landi!. 

On the motion of the PORTMASTEH­
GEXER.-\L, the Bill was read a first time, and 
the second reading made an Order of the Day for 
l'ue:,day next. 

DIVISIONAL BOARDS AGRICULT'CRAL 
DRAINAGE BILL. 

The PRESIDE~T read a message from the 
Legislative Assembly, forwarding, for the con­
currence of the Council, a Bill to pro vide for the 
drainage of lands in the colony of Queensland. 

On the motion of the POSTMAf:lTER­
GENERAL, the Bill was read a first time, and 
the second reading made <loll Order of the Day for 
Thursday next. 

JI.IARYBOROUGH AND URANGAN 
HAIL WAY BILL. 

The PRESIDENT read a mess~ge from the 
Legislative Assembly, forwurding a bill to autho­
rise th~ Vernon Coal and Hail way Company, 
Limited, to construct and maintain certain lines 
of railway in the \Vide Bay district, to be Cllolled 
the Maryborough and Urangan Railway, and to 
enable the said company to acquire certain lands 
in the Burrum Coal Reserve, and for other 
purposes. 

On motion of the HoN. P. JI.IACPHERSON, 
the Bill was read a first time, and the second 
reading made an Order of the Day for Tuesday 
next. 

HIGHJ!'IELDS BRANCH RAILWAY 
EXTENSION. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said: I beg 
to move-

That the report of the Select Comtnittee on the 
proposed exteus;ion of the I-Iighfields branch of the 
tiontheru and. 'V'estern Railway from Cabarlah to Crow's 
X est town8hip be now adopted. 
In the year 1881, this House, in conjunction 
with the Legislative Assembly, affirmed the 
desirability of constructing a branch line from the 
main Southern line near Toowoomba towards 
Crow's Nest. \V e subsequently approved of the 
construction of a portion of the line, and funds 
were voted for the purpose. There me now in 
operation abont eleven miles in the direction of 
Crow's Nest ; and the present propoRal is that 
the line to Crow's Nest shall be completed. 
That involves the construction of an additional 
eighteen miles or thereabouts. The committee 
appointed by this Honse to inquire into the 
matter dealt with it at considerable length ; 
they examined gentlemen of the district 
familiar with the industries n.nd cn.pabili· 
ties of the place, as well as professional 
gentlemen, and the Acting Commissioner 
for Railways. The evidence of the gentlemen 
residing in the district may be regarded as in­
terested to a certain extent ; but the testimony 
given by them was very strong. It was to the 
effect that there is a large quantity of timber in 
the district ; that the country is capable of agri­
cultural development to a very large extent ; and 
that unless the proposed extension is made the 
line already constructed may as well be pulled 
up, as it is now practically useless. The evidence 
of the Acting Commissioner is to the effect that the 
line now in use is not profitable, and that it wa~ 
carried on at a loss during the last eight months; 
but, tuough Mr. Curn:nv does not anticipate a 
brge amount of profit from the proposed exten­
sion, he is decidedly of opinion that unless it is 
carried out the line at present in use had better 
be pulled up. Mr. Phillips gives stronger testi­
mony; for whilst agreeing that if the line be not 
extended th« portion already in use will be 
valueless, he goes further, and says there is good 
agricultural land in the district which will he de­
veloped by the extension ; and that the timber is 
practically inexhaustible. I thiltk, with that testi­
mony before us, we shall be acting unwisely if we 
<ln not fall in with the unanimous views of the 
Legislative Assembly, and agree to the exten­
sion of the line, the couotruction of w h: eh was 
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nnanimou~ly affirmed by us so far back as 1881. 
Holding these views, I beg to move that the 
report of the Select Uommittee be adopted. 

The Hox. \V. D. BOX : Hon. gentlemen -To 
my mind thiH motion is a mistake, as I do not 
believe that the extension will ever pay workin" 
expenses. The part of the line already opened 
pass:~ through . tl!e most thickly populated 
portiOn of the distriCt, and that portion does not 
pay. How then can we expect the remainder to 
pay, which will go through barren country where 
there is no population ? I have seen deserted 
farms in the cli~trict, but no prosperous farms. 
There is splendid shooting about the place, but 
the fact of there being good shooting implies 
that the country is at present unpopulated. 
The district has been well known for a long 
time. It is near Toowoomba and if it con­
tained valuable agricultural '!and it would 
have been settled long ago. There is a coach 
running, but it carries no passengers. The 
average number of passengers from Cabarlah to 
Grow's Nest is barely one a day, so the coachman 
informed me. On the whole, I think the House 
would be very much wiser if at present it refused 
to consent to the proposed extension. }<;]even 
and a-half mihlB have already been constructed, 
and this resol_ution, if adopted, will pledge us to 
the constructiOn of seventeen and a-half miles of 
a railway which, according to the evidence does 
not pay working expenses. If any part ,;f the 
line would pay, surely it is the part to Cabarlah, 
which overcomes the difficulties of the road to 
Crow's Nest, and along which timber can be 
carried, either s:twn or in log. Possibly the pro­
posed extension may supply the want>< of the 
interior in respect to timber ; but there are other 
timbers more available than those at Grow's Nest. 
The evidence given before the Select Committee 
is undoubtedly that of interested persons. 
Edwarcl \Vilmot Pechey is a sawmill proprietor. 
who has long been settled in the district, and if 
the railway is ml>de absolutely through his 
yard he will be able to place timber on the 
trncks to very great advantage. Surely that is 
the evidence of a man deeplv intere"tecl. The 
evidence of l\Ir. Curnow, to my mind, does not 
bear out the ne9essity for a !ail way. He says 
the tonnage carried over the !me during the year 
has been 1, 845 tons of timber, and about 68 tons 
of agricultural produce. The total receipts for 
freight up to the end of August wei·e £!543. The 
only evidence I can get for the House, as to the 
public business tramacted, is in relation to the 
telegrams sent from Orow's Nest. The answer to 
that will be that a farming population does not 
require to send telegrams; but there is no farming 
population in the place. The telegrams sent in the 
year ] 882 amounted to £27 ; in 1883 the amount 
paid for telegrams amounted to £20; and in 1884, 
to £23 odd. Those amounts include payments on 
account of the Public Service-namely, £13 out 
of £27 ; £4 out of £20; and £6 out of £23. That 
is all the information I can get on the subject. 
I may tell hon. gentlemen that I have visited 
the place, and that I speak from personal know­
ledge. Mr. Cnrnow says that the present traffic 
does not pay. The Hon. J ames Taylor has a 
very nice property near the propo,;ed line, so 
that his evidence must be considered interested. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: He gave 
no eddence before the Select Committee. 

The HoN. W. D. BOX : I shall vote against 
the resolution, and I think the amount might 
very birly be expended in a very different 
directiOn. There are railways w~tnted in many 
parts of the colony. There is a railway wanted 
to the Bald Hills and the B!ackall Ran~es, where 
there are vast forests of timber. Tl!is nnfnr­
tunate Orow's Nest I am afraid will get this 
benefit, but I shall certainly vote a;r~>inst it. 

The Hox .• J. TAYLOR said: Hon. gentle· 
men,-I am rathm·surprised at the speech which 
the hem. member (:\fr. Box) has jlmt made. I 
t!'"k the trouble, last 1--laturday, to go along this 
!me myself to see the country, and I say th>Lt 
there is not a single acre of land there deserted. 
I defy him to prove otherwise. Helms evidently, 
since this line came before the House, got what 
is vulgarly calied a "clown" uptm it; but he 
makes a grand mistake when he says the land 
is deserted. There is an immense agricultural 
population settled there since it was established, 
as is proved by the large amount of stuff that 
is sent from there by rail into Toowoomba and 
Brisbane. The hon. gentleman says that J.Hr. 
Pechey's evidence is partial and interested. 
How does he know it? \Vhat right has he to 
say it? JHr. Pechey is as much a gentleman as 
the Hon. Mr. Box is, and he has no right to say 
that Mr. Pechey's evidence is partial, and that 
he is interested in any way. I believe, myself, 
if this railway is not made to Grow's Nest, the 
whole of the money already spent has been 
wasted, and that by making these few miles­
seventeen and a-half-.further on it will make it 
a payable line. The hon. gentleman refers to 
l\Ir. Curnow's evidence. That evidence is not 
worth one single straw; it is not worth the paper 
it is written on, and I will call attention to it to 
show you why. ::\Ir. Curnow says here:-

" 113. Do you expect the line to be a fairly profitable 
one if it is completed t I do not expect it to be a 
profitable line. 

"114. 1Yhy? Becan~e of the traffic we have already 
from the district. I think, howcYer, that t.he extension 
will help to make the line a better paying line than it 
it4 at pr(}§lent. In fact, if it is not extended I think it 
had better be shut up." 
Now, just before that ::\Ir. Curnow says he knows 
nothing about the line-that he has never been 
along the country and knows nothing about its 
resources in any possible way ; and yet he gives 
that evidence that it will not pay. What is 
the use of evidence of that sort? '.rhis witness is 
the Acting Commissioner; but I am convinced 
that the line, will pay if it is made, and pay very 
well indeed. The quantity of timber there is 
immense. and we will Le able to supply some of 
the western country with it. I for one am very 
glad indeed that the line is to be made. The 
hon. member (::Yir. :Box) says I am an interested 
party. I am not an interested party in any 
possible way. I do not care two straws whether 
the line is made or not, as far as my own personal 
interests are concerned. 

The Ho;;. A. C. GREGORY said: Hon. gen­
tlemen,-Having a personal knowledge of the 
country generally, although not of Crow's Nest 
in particular, I think, perhaps, it will be conve­
nient for me to explain the condition of things 
in regard to this rail way line. There is no doubt 
that, so far as the railway line has been carried, 
it has been a mistake, because the only reason­
able object for a railway line up towards Grow's 
Nest would be for the supply of timber to the 
western districts. There is a tract of timber com­
mencing near about Highfields, stretching round 
like a horHeshoe across behind Dalby, round this 
side of Baramba, and down to the Blackall 
Range. This is a long streak of very fine tim­
ber country, and although many people have 
been there in different place~, there is really not 
much known about it. Nevertheless that streak 
of country is the only one to which we can 
possibly look for the supply of large bridge-build· 
ing and other heavy structural timber for onr 
western rail ways; and even if you were to spend 
apparently £20,000 or £30,000 in making a rail­
way into this timber coHntry, we should by a far 
brger amount reduce the cost of our contracts for 
the we,tern work. Thepreoentline which has been 
r;tartcd undoubtcclly t;OlZ into the wron;:: iJlace, 
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but having been mar1e m far, it would sc;trce1y 
be desirable to pull it up and shift it mvtty " 
short dbtttnce, compamtively, and reconstruct it 
el"ewhere. \Ve may just a• well to,ke so much 
ns is actually made. Hnd the most suit:tble 
spot been :<elected for supplyin:.i timber 
for the w~stern country it 'hould have been 
somewhere farther on, where it would have 
gone more into the heart of the country-most 
probably about Dalby would h:we been the 
spot from which the line ought to have 
started. It would have gone through far 
more valuable country, nnd into very much 
better timbered country than the present 
line, even when it is completed to Crow's 
Nest. Under these conditions, the line ho,ving 
been constructed so fnr, I think we ought to pro­
ceed to finish it. At the same time, I must point 
out that if the line is finished to Crow's X e><t it 
will not be " pnrt of any line which can be con­
tinued with any ad vantage to any farther point 
in thnt part of the country ; nor will it open out, 
as far as I can tell, any very large extent of agri­
culturalland. The country which it will open 
up will be chiefly scrub land which may come 
under cultivation, but the extent of it is 
not such as would justify a railway bein~-5 
made for that pnrpose on!}'. It has been 
stated that there are deposits of gold, silver, 
copper, etc., that the line of railway will lead 
to, but except the one spot where the dig,;iugs 
are proceeding with abmtt four men, I think­
there may be four men and a boy-the line rloes 
not extend to the place where gold has been 
found or other metalliferous deposits exist. 
They are in a country which is in direct com­
munication with the Mount Esk or Brisbane 
Valley line, and which can only be accessible 
from that lint,, because, even were an attempt 
made, regardless of cost, to take a line from 
Crow's Xest out towards the Burnett nr 
Nanango, you would have been forced back 
almost to the Darling Downs and round the 
head of two or three very large creeks-such 
as }]mu Creek and Cooyn,r Creek-before you 
could possibly get back again to the eastward 
into the Bnrnett district ; and if you wanted to 
go there it is very much easier to start from 
Dalby, or anywhere along the line at that part. 
\Ve must throw aside any hope that the line is 
going to be one for the purpose of opening up 
any agricultural district: in fact, the tract of 
country into which the line will go, and which 
it will render valuable for any Jmrpose, is one 
that will only produce timber, and for its own 
local use, possibly coal, but the coal will not 
be sufficiently valuable there to be brought to 
Toowoomba or to the \V C1stern line at a profit. I 
think, under the circumstances, that having made 
a part of the line, we m>ty just as well complete 
the undertaking that has been commenced, which 
will con duce to the ad vantage of the country, 
although it might have been better designed by 
it taking a different st,arting point. 

The HoJ<". G. KIXG said: Hon. geutlemen,­
Whether the rail way pays or not depends on the 
rate of carriage to be charged for the timber. 
If >1 rate somewhat similar to what the people 
are now paying for the carriage of timLer 
were adopted by the Railway Department, it 
would pay ; but if political pressure is brought 
to bear and the rate is reduced to a minimum it 
cannot pay ; therefore it must rest with the 
Railway Department either to make it pay or 
not. If political pressure is brought to bear to 
that extent that timber will be carried for too low a 
rate, of course it cannot pay. In other respects 
the prospect is that it will pay if the rate be 
somewhat similar to what they now pay by 
horse and bullock teams for timlJer. 

The Hox. W. GR.\.ILDI said: Hon. ;:;-eutle 
men,-I wao rather a:>tunished at the conclusion 

of the Hon. :\fr. Gregory's speech, becnuse I 
really thought that he was talking against the 
adoption of the report. I think he :.iave the 
nwHt Hound a.nrl correct reaHon:-: \Vhy thiH re}JOrt 
shoulcl not he adoptetl that could possibly be put 
before the House-much better than I could 
give rnyself, having only looked in a cur::;ory way 
over it. I think the report brought up by the 
committee itself is quite sufficient. A more 
half-hearted report I never read. I see they 
have got one word in italics, '' recon1mend, ,; and 
that is about the only thing in support of it. 
The rest of it is jmt about the feeblest recom­
mendation I have ever rettd of anything. 'l'he 
Hon. l\lr. Taylor quoted from tlui evidence of 
J\fr. Unmow, ~vho holds a responsible position in 
the Railway Department, which I intended to 
quot\1 from too-exactly the same evidence :-

" Do you exveet the line to be a fairly profitable one 
if it i:; completed~ I do not expeet it to be a protituble 
line. 

" Why r Recanse of the traftir; we Imve already from 
the distnct. I thin!{, however, that the extension will 
heip to make the line a better paying llne than it i~ at 
pres:t"'nt. In fact, if it is not extended I think it had 
better be shut up." 
It is very well to say that ;\fr. Pechey is as much 
a gentleman as the Hon. :\Ir. Box, and all that 
sort of thing. I was rather astoni,hed to hem• 
the Hon. :\lr. Taylor talk such utter rubbish. 
l\[r. I'echey ;, interested in the line, and very 
naturally his evidence will be in f:wour of it. I 
think the man would be an a8s if he was not ; 
but this evidence of JHr. Curnow, whatever his 
knowledge of the country may he, iR the evidence 
of an imparti:<l man •dth some lmowled~e of the 
working and paying of the Railway Department. 

The HoJ<". ,J. TAYLOH: He savs he has no 
knowledge of the country whatewr: 

The Hox. \V. ({RAHAM: He may have no 
lmow!Adge of the country, but he has knowledge 
whethe~ the line has pai<l-and we know the 
present line has not paid-and even if it were 
extended he says it will not pay. My ide:~ all 
through life ha,; been that, when you get mtc> 
a bacl thing, get out of it as soon as possible­
not go on and get deeper and deeper into it. 
I think if the rails and sleepers of this line were 
taken np and utilised somewhere else it would he 
the best thing that could happen. It has been " 
miMtakefrmn the bef.;"inning, audno,vthey are going 
to continue it with no prospect of making it any 
better. There was evidently nn intention of the 
Committee to try and prove, on account of it 
Lein~ for a lon~er distn,nce, that the line could 
be worked more cheaply than it could be for a 
short distance, and l\Ir. Curnow"s evidence 
there h not Yel")' satisfactory. He says :-

"You cannot take it fJNJ ratd, because it will depend 
to a great extent on the stations and the gates that arc 
on the extem;ion. !1' it is a through traflic -if there is 
no stoppage from Caharluh to Crmv's Noot--the lino 
can b,e worked much more econornicnlly: hnt. if 've" 
haTe to provid.cgate~ at every crossing, and gate-keeper~, 
and sta.t.ions, they\Vlll all increase t.he co.:;t of working." 
l\Ir. Taylor's argument was that there i~ a great 
deal of settlement and farm~ here, and no doubt, 
in that case, there must be crossing placel!5, and, 
therefore, there must be gates, and they, of 
course, will cost something. JYlr. Gregory also 
spoke about the large extent of valunble timber, 
which in all probability will have to be utilised 
for the extension of the \V estern line. I know 
that the Hon. Mr. ({regury has a very intimate 
knowledge of most of the country, but I also have 
some knowledge of it, and I can tell the Hon. 
Mr. l+regory that there is timber much more 
convenient to the \V estern line than anything 
near the Orow"s Kest-at such place!'~ as Darah, 
.Tinghi, and a number of those stations border­
ing on the BUl·nett, where there is some of 
the grancleot timber I have seen: ami that is 
much nearer than going to Highfields. Ag far 
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as gold and minemls and that sort of thing 
are concerned, that is a very harmless thing. A 
raihvay to bring down gold! You can bring 
that down on a pack-horse. At least I think 
you might do that with all the gold they are 
going to find there ; and even if they do get a 
great amount it could very easily be brought down. 
Of course, if a large number of miners are work­
ing there a railway wonld be convenient for 
getting snpplies ; but I think it is looking too 
far into the future to construct a line there 
for that purpose. I am perfectly certain there 
are a number of pbces where the same 
amount which is required for the extension of 
this useless line at present, and which will be 
useless even when it is extended, except for the 
benefit of a few, could be expended in a much 
more sensible and useful way. The Hon. 2:\Ir. 
Grogory also pointed out, when I thought he 
was speaking against the adoption of the report 
-I imagined he had been the one di,.entient in 
the Committee-that it was not possible to ex­
tend this further-that the useless line is to 
rnn to a place and to stop there. He put 
that matter very clearly before the House. I 
think that is a very strong ground why we 
should not continue it. If an argument were 
pnt forw:~~.rd, "\V ell, it will not pay by possibly 
going there, but it is the highway to some other 
place, Borne very good land, or son1e big agri­
cultural district," there would be more sense in 
it; but I am glad to say the Committee had the 
modesty, I may say, not to put forward any plea 
of that kind. It is to run to this place and stop 
there. The Hon. Mr. King spoke about the 
rate of C!trriage. No doubt, if he could keep 
the rate of carriage up high enough to make it 
pay, it will pay. But we all know the tendency 
of the people, and I think it is stated here in 
the evidence given by 1\Ir. Cur now, or some of 
the other witne,;ses who appeared before the 
committee, that there is a! ways a strong desire 
as soon as a rail way is made to get the rate 
reduced. There is not the slightest doubt poli­
tical pressure wo1ild be brought to bear to try 
~tnd reduce the carriage in the same way as luis 
been done in agricultural frontages. I have 
never kno,vn any strong pressure brought to 
bear-at least it has never had very much effect 
-in reducing the price of wool coming down, 
but in agricultural produce or timber I have 
not the slightest doubt that an agitation towards 
the reduction of carriage would he successful, 
and the price would be brought down to a limit 
that would not pay. I shall certainly vote 
against the motion. 

The HoN. A. RAJ<'F said : I differ entirely 
from what has fallen from the Hon. 1\Ir. 
Gregory and the Hon. 1\Ir. Grab am with regard 
to this line being ultimately of benefit to the 
country. I am persuaded, from my knowledge 
of the country, that the line, if made, may ulti­
inately be connected with the l~sk line, and in 
that way relieve the main \V estern line of some of 
the very heavy traffic that has now to come down 
the Main Range. That is one strong reason I 
have for supporting the extension of the line. It 
will also make the portion of the line that has 
been constructed pay better than it otherwise 
would. And by going on to the Esk line, a large 
amount of heavy traffic that has now to come 
down the .Main Hange may he taken by that 
route into Ipswich, and in that way make a 
second line, and thereby relieve the traffic on the 
present line, 

The POSTMASTER- GENERAL said : I 
will trouble the House with one or two words in 
reply. I think it is a matter of regret that the 
Hon. 2:\Ir. Box did not a.-ail himself of a more 
suitable opportunity of offering oppo;ition to the 
con~truction of thio line th:>n the prt>sent. He 

was present here when the construction o£ the 
first portion of the line was proposed, and his 
voice was not raised against it ; on the contrary, 
judging by the reported utterances of hon. 
gentlemen, the House was entirely in accord as 
to the ad.-isability of constructing this line. 
It was then put forward by the Government 
of the day as a line necessary for the purpose 
,,f developing the industry of supplying timber, 
the demand for which could not be sup­
plied from this side of the Range except at 
extravagant rates. It was for that purpose 
chiefly that the line was constructed; and I hope 
that hon. gentlemen pre.ent who think of oppos­
ing the resolution will hesitate in doing so until 
they have read the evidence taken before the 
Select Committee. 'Ve have hoa.rd one or two 
extracts read from it, and in order that hon. 
gentlemen may thoroughly under.~tand the 
situation, and be ~tb!e to forn1 a satisfactory con­
clusion upon the subject, I will trouble the House 
by reading a few more. I certainly did not follow 
the reaHCming of the Hon.l\Ir. Box in his remarks 
to the effect that this is sterile and barren 
country. One would conclude from such a state­
ment that the country was incapable of growing 
anything, but the evidence is overwhelming that 
it grows magnificent timber, and that where 
timber does not exist in large quantities there is 
scrub land which is capable of being converted by 
clearing into agricultural holdings. '.rhe state­
ment of the hnn. gentleman with regard to the 
desertion of farms has been refuted to a certain 
extent by the Hon. 1\fr. '.raylor. I believe the hon. 
gentleman formed the opinion he has of the coun­
try because he has gone up there pigeon-shooting, 
but I believe that pigeons are generally discovered 
in those rich scrubs. I should like to know what 
the hon. gentleman would have thought of the 
Rosewood Scrub before it was opened up and 
developed into the magnificent agricultural dis­
trict it is now ? I do nut ask the House to assent 
to this proposal for the r0asons urged with con­
siderable force by the Hon. Mr. Raff ; I ask 
hem. gentlemen to deal with the matter on its 
merit~. \Ve have already confirmed the desira­
bility of constructing a line from Toowomnba 
to Grow's Nest principally for the purpose of 
supplying the demand which exists for timber, 
which cannot be supplied at present in sufficient 
quantities. \Vhat is the evidence upon that 
point'! :\Ir. Pechey, I am prepared to admit, 
must have a certain amount of interest in the 
matter, because he ·has property in the locality 
which may be more satisfactorily developed if 
the line is constructed ; but that is no reason 
why we should altogether disregard his testi­
mony. \Vhen l\Ir. Pechey states facts I take it 
that we know him sufficiently to believe that his 
statements are correct. If it was a matter of 
ideas then we might differ from him, but in 
regard to statements of fact I do not think that 
his testimony can be controverted. Let us refer 
to some of his statements. At question 114 he 
was asked:-

'· There would be sufficient timber traffic alone, in your 
opinion, to keep the line going? 
His reply was-

" I think so. At the pre~ent. time, I am turning out 
about 40 tons a week; but I have machinery that would 
turn out 160 tons a week of sawn timber. Thrn, I 
imafiine, if the railway was constructed, that there 
would be a large quantity of pile;iB and split timber, 
both for fencing and shingles, sent in. There is a great 
deal of the timber there-for instance, bloodwood­
which i.:;, not suitable for :m wing purposes, but which is 
excellent for splitting, and also for sleepers and things 
of that kind; it makes grand }JOst.s." 
Then, coming to question22, it answers what the 
Hon. ~Ir. Box complained of-that there iH no 
agricultural population there. ::\Ir. Pechey 
accounts for it:-

" b there any ag-riculture in the di&t.rict, at all:- Yes; 
a soocl <lea! of agriculture in tl!~ clistrkt, B11t, of 



Course, one would expect to sec it largely increased 
with the fncillties afforded by this railway. Another 
thing, which has been a con,.idcrable drawback to the 
townd1ip of Cro%'r's X est itself, is that a great part of 
the best bmU in the neighbourhood is yet under 10l7t.Se) 
and ha::; ncvt~r bef;'n thrown open for selection.'' 

Passing on to qu""~tion G3 :-
" If this lill€' is not cu·ried on to Crow's X est, the pre­

sent liue would be almost ll';;cless ?~W-hat do you think 
of it yourself? I think it is very nearly u~eless. I may 
sho\V you what I mean :-At the present time I mn 
paying 1.s. 1mr 100 feet for taking timber-hnrdwood­
into Toowomuba by the road. I pay 3ti. for taldng it to 
Cabarlah-that is the present terminus of the branch 
rn.il way ;-4d. per lOO feet for loa(ling it there on the 
trucks ; and llcl. for railway freight into town, from 
Cabarlah to Toowoomba. rrhat l:nalu:~ 4s. 3,L, or i.Ui. per 
lOO feet nwre by the raihvay than I ean get the tim b8r 
taken into town for by drays. But even that does not 
show ltll, lJccan~e when I hir;:± teams to take the stuff 
into town I can get it delivered. at the buihlings by 
them; whereas I have to pay 5d. more to take it frmn 
the railwa~Y station and deliver it at the buildings in 
Toowoomba; so that it costs me SU. per lOO feet more 
by railway than by drays from my mill. An advantage 
of the railway is, I can send as much as I choos:er by it; 
whereas I am circumscribed by the 1nunber of teams that 
I can cngagu for the road. But the present line to remain 
as it is would be almost useless." 
In fact, the length of the present line is ilO short, 
and the loading and unloading of the timber so 
expensive and inconvenient, that it is carried 
right past the railway into town by road instead 
of going by rail. I will read the evidence of 
JHr. Phillips, an independent witness, upon that 
point hereafter. Then we have the evidence 
of :l\Ir. )Iunro, who is \"ery much more sanguine 
~ts to the re•ults ofthe railway than Mr. Pechey. 
I shall not quote from his sanguine remark•, 
but will quote his replies to the following ques­
tions by the Hon. Mr. Taylor :-

''l1'j. "\Vhat is your opinion, ::\Ir. Jlunro, about tht) line 
l»Lying, if it goes on to Crow's X est ?-You think it 
'Yill b~ one of the be~t }.mying lines in the colony, as a 
brmwh lin~ P Yes; I clo. 

"99. 'riH\t qnantity will it turn out ?-If this line is 
formc,d, all those hor8cS an(l bullocks now used to draw 
timhi~r to town will he u~ed for drawing log:5 for the 
mills~ Y0:.:;; I may state fnrt.her, that in the event of 
thtfl ex• en.biou being con~trncted we shall get in all our 
pine 1o&$S from Crow's X est hy rail. 

H lOJ. Do you think there will be a vast amount of 
split timber sent in 1Jy this railway, such as posts and 
rails, etc>,, that we cannot get now? Yes; a large quan­
tity is sent in now. 

·• 101. I suppose we shall get teu tilllOYM as much as 
now? Far nwre. Because a large quantity of timber 
that is suitable for fencing is not at all fit for sawing­
such as bloodwood, woolly-butt, blue-gum." 
\Ve next come to the e\"idence of Mr. Cnrnow, 
which appears to be the testimony that has 
shaken the confidence of the Hon. 1\Ir. Graham, 
who, hy hi" silent vote in 1881, seemed to indi­
c:tte that he advocated the comtruction of the 
line. At question 113, put by myself, and which 
!m~ been quoted already, 1\Ir. Ournow was 
askecl :-

•· Do yon expect the line to be a fairly profitable one 
if it is completed? I do not expect it to be a profitable 
line. 

"114. Why? lle!'l~use of the traffic we have <Liready 
from the di!ijtrict. I thir1k. however, that the extension 
'vill help to make the line a better paying line than it 
is at pres1mt. In fact, if it is not extended I think it 
ha<l better be shut up. 

"115. You have no personal knowledge of the distlict 
yourself? Xo; I have not." 

l•'urther on, at question 123, he was asked :-
" It is cntil"C\Iy a question of rate. If you h<Lve 600 

tons a month coming down, and if it costs 12s. a ton 
by teami!, the advantage of the quicker transit would 
C\ertainly justify the mills in offering to pay the railway 
the same as they IJaY for teams P If we could charge 
the sam{j, I have no doubt we could make the line a 
paying one. If we could adapt our rates to make a 
paying line. no doubt we should succeed." 

Then at f'lleRtion 147 he was asked by myself :­
'·Are the Committee correct iu assuming that :-tour 

idt'it c·f !hP liuc not J•nying is ln-tt~ed c·utirel) ou the 
ltl84.-::;-
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pre•ent returns? That i• all. I hope I do not give the 
Committee a wron.~ impre~sion. rrhe present is not a 
paying line ; and I believe that it is desirable to extend 
the line in order to make the present section pay. The 
very traftic that we are endL11tvouring to get to make 
this line pay will not be received unlt:t'SS we extend the 
line: we do not get near the mills, but we get into a better 
timber country, by the extension. I assume, if it is to 
be a paying line, we must do that. Of course, I give 
the Committee my opinion for what it is worth. I do 
not think the line will pay. I do not think any line 
that depends on agriculture and timber traffic will well 
pay; because it is not a good paying traffic." 
There is the secret of the whole of lYir. Curnow's 
evidence. He is of opinion that there should be 
no line of railway constructed in any portion of 
the colony for the purpose of developing agricul­
tural or timber production at all, because he 
looks at the question from a purely commercial 
point of view. He has the management of a 
large concern which he desires to see \Vorked 1lJ! 
profitably as possible in the shape of a money 
return to the State on the capital inve$ted, with­
out looking at all at the indirect profit which 
may ensue to the whole country by the develop­
ment of industries arising from the productions of 
the soil. That is where 1\Ir. Curnow made a 
mistake. He admit• that he knows nothing of 
the country, and puts his conclusion as to the 
line not being- a profitable one entirely upon the 
return of the traffic for eight months since 
the line has been opened, which he admits 
himself does not show the whole of the 
traffic; beGlLnse, as l\Ir. Pechey said, the 
expense and inconvenience of loading and 
unloading are so great, and the distance the 
present line runs is so short, that men employing 
teams find it more profitalrle to pass by the rail­
way, and take their stuff directly into town. 
Then we have the evidence of Mr. Phillips, a 
gentleman whose te~;timony, I believe, influenced 
the Council very much when 1\Ir. l\Iorehead, my 
predecessor, proposed the making of this line in 
1881. He then said that it was a district in 
which there was a large amount of timber, 
~tnd that it only wanted the construction of a 
railway to develop that very important industry. 
On the present occasion, at question 153, he was 
asked:-

" As far as its capacities for supplying traffic to the 
railway are concerned F"~' 

The question relates to the character of the 
cnuntry. His answer is :-

"It is a well-timbered country. 
" 15 k Is there any agricultural land there P Yes ; in 

the neighbourhood. 
"135. Do you think there is sufficient timber to supply 

the railway for some years to come with traffic? Yes; 
I think so. 

" 156. What is your opinion as to the necessity or 
otherwisn of the extension of the line-or the aflvis­
ability of iti' I think it is advisable to extend the line, 
as I hen.r llr. Curnow say, to make the present section 
pay better. I agree with that opinion. I know for cer­
tain-! have seen the timber from the mills go right 
past Cabarlah, in drays-the large timber traffic that 
exists does not get on the line at all." 

Then 1\Ir. Curnow, being again called and 
further examined, states at the end of his 
evidence that there are £45,000 available for 
the construction of the line. I think the evi­
dence I have quoted is very satisfactory. If we 
were dealing with the question now for the first 
time, perhaps the House might fairly hesitate 
before it authorised the construction of the line. 
But here we have the fact staring us in the face 
that we have constructed about twelve miles of 
line over the most difficult part of the country, 
for the purpose of developing an industry which 
is of great value, but, owing to the line not going 
further into the district, it has as yet failed in 
its object. There is the testimony of most dis­
interested persons to show that. One gentleman, 
JYir. Cnrnow, looks at it from" h. purely commer-

' cial point; Mr. Phillips very p1obably look~;~ 
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at it from a broader point of view ; but their 
testimony is clear, that, without extending 
the line further, the money that has been spent 
will be thrown away ; and that there is a fair 
prospect of having a satisfactory return if the 
line is extended into the district, as was contem­
plated when it was first agreed to in 1881. Facts 
have not altered since then. Thir. Curnow, in 
his evidence, which I omitted to quote from, but 
which for the benefit of hon. members I will now 
refer to, states that the traffic is increasing. 

The HoN. W. H. W ALSH: Where? 
The POSTMASTER-GENERAL : I will 

inform the hon. gentleman directly. At question 
144:-

.. Within the last four months the' traffic showed a 
very large increase." 
That was what Mr. Curnow said. 

The HoN. W. H. W ALSH : Read beyond 
that. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: I there­
fore trust that hon. gentlemen, in view of 
these facts, will not alter the decision deliberately 
arrived at in 1881, and throw away the large 
amount of money, which has been already ex­
pended upon this work. 

The HoN. W. H. W ALSH said.: Surely hon. 
gentlemen are not going to consent, apparently 
sub silentio, to the passing of a resolution of this 
kind. The whole thing was a swindle, it is a 
swindle, and it will be a swindle. I can use no 
other words in connection with it ; and at 
any rate I beg to record my opinion of what 
that railway was from the very beginning. I 
repeat it was a swindle, it is a swindle, and it 
will be a swindle ; and all the sophistry and 
lawyer-like arguments of the hon. gentleman 
who has moved the adoption of the report do 
not alter the fact one bit. I say that the whole 
of his facts, the whole of his figures, and the 
whole of his fallacies-for they are fallacies 
from beginning to end-will not warrant us in 
going to the very unjustifiable expenditure of 
the people's money for this railway. I simply 
protest against it. 

Question put, and the House divided:­
CoNTJ<;NTs, 9. 

The lions. C. S. ::IIein, J. C. Ueussler, F. II. Ha1·t, 
A.. Rail', J. S. Turner, A. C. Gregory, J. Taylor, G. King, 
and W. Pettigrew. 

XoY-CoxTENTs, 7. 
The Hons. W. Graham, A. J. Thynne, A. H. Wilson, 

W. G. Power, W. Forrest, W. D. Box, and W. H. Walsh. 
Question resolved in the affirmative. 
The POSTMASTER-GENERAL moved-
1. '1'1aat the House approves of the plan, section, and 

book of reference of the proposed extension of the High­
fields Branch of the Southern and Western Railway from 
Cabarlah to Crow's X est township, as received from the 
Legislative Assembly by message dated 2nd September, 
1884. 

2. That such approval be notified to the Legislative 
Assembly by message in the usual form. 

The HoN. 'I,V. H. 'I,V ALSH said: Before the 
motion is carried I would remind the hon. gentle­
man that we have hardly had time to consider 
it. These plans or papers may have been 
on the table of the House, hut our atten­
tion has not been called to them till this 
afternoon; and that extraordinary division, which 
the Postmaster-General secured to himself 
just now, is quite sufficient to awaken us to 
a sense of the danger to be apprehended from 
such a motion. I would therefore suggest the 
postponement of the motion for a week, to 
enable the House to see what really is this rail­
way, the construction of which we are called to 
approve. I have not heard of it before; nor has 
the country been awakened to a sense of its 
danger till this afternoon by the extraordinary 
division just taken. 

The PRESIDENT : Does the hon. gentleman 
make a motion? 

The HoN. 'I,V. H. 'I,V ALSH : I move that 
the debate be adjourned for a week. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: I hope 
the hon. gentleman is not serious in asking us to 
adjourn the debate. We have practically, by 
our last division, affirmed the motion I jmt 
moved, which is simply a corollary to the former 
re•olution. The discussion of these matters in­
va~iably takes place on the motion for the adop­
tion of the report; and when the report iB 
adopted the other resolution goes as a matter of 
of course. The hon. gentleman is quite in error 
in saying that the House has been taken by 
surprise, for I gave notice of motion so far back 
as 21st October. The plans, of which we have 
practically expressed our approval by the adop­
tion of the report of the Select Committee, 
were sent from the Legislative Assembly on 
thP 23rd September, nearly two months ago. 
They lay on the table for a week in accordance 
with the Standing Orders, in order that the hon. 
gentlemen might make themselves acquainted 
with their character and details ; and were then 
referred to a select committee duly appointed 
after notice. That committee took the evidence 
which was laid on the table so far hack as the 
21st of last month, and their report hM been 
oommented on in the public Press, of which I 
believe my friend the Hon. Mr. 'I,Valsh is a most 
diligent reader. I have seenafnll copy ofthereport 
in several newspapers, and I know that it has at­
tracted no little attention on the part of the public. 
The matter has been fully discussed in a fairly 
full House this afternoon, and there is no reason 
why the debate should he adjourned for a week 
in order that "·e may consider whether we acted 
wisely or not in adopting the report. It seems 
to me that such a course would be very childish 
indeed ; it would he going back on our course of 
action in all similar cases in the past. 

The Hox. W. D. BOX said : It is perfectly 
true, as the Postmaster-General has said, that it 
has been the custom to agree to the motion for the 
approval of plans, without discu"sion, after adopt-· 
ing the report of the Select Committee; but I have 
been in the House for some years, and I have 
never seen such a close division on a railway 
motion before ; and I feel sure that if we had a 
larger House the question might he decided in a 
different way. I cannot help thinking that the 
debate should be adjourned; for, if the Post­
master-General should carry his motion in a 
fuller House, it will he more satisfactory 
to himself, and if he should fail to carry 
it he will have done his duty. 'I,Vhile I have 
the opportunity I will correct a statement 
made by the Hon. Mr. Taylor. I think he 
misunderstood me, for he seemed to be under 
the impression that I said the farms tluough 
which the railway passe~ are closed. I did not 
say that, for th~y looked beautiful when I s!1w 
them. I referred to the country through whwh 
the proposed extension will be taken, for it is 
that part of the line which we are discussing. 
The railway is to be extended from the farms 
through which it now runs to Crow's Nest, 
and the extension will not pass through those 
farms. My vote in the year 1881 was also 
referred to, but at that time I had never 
seen the country. I still feel certain that the 
extension will be a mistake; and I hope that 
we shall have another chance of deciding the 
question. If the Hon. Mr. Walsh should press 
his motion, or if that of the Postmaster-Genera 1 
be put, I shall vote for the one, and against the 
other. 

The HoN. J. TA YLOR: I trust the Post­
master-General will not agree to the adjourn­
ment of the debate as requested by the Hon. 



.Railway to HZgl!fields. [11 NOVEMBER.] Maryborough Sclwol, Etc., Bill. 195 

Mr. Walsh and the Hon. Mr. Box. ·we have 
taken one division hy which we denided in 
favour of the adoption of the report. The Post­
master-General's motion follows naturally after 
the other, and we ought to come to a vote at once. 

Question-That this debate be now adjourned 
-put and negatived. 

Original question put and passed. 

U!PORTED MA:'irUFACTURED 
LEATHER. 

The HoN. 'N. D. BOX said: I beg to move­
That a Return be laid upon the table of this House 

showing the declared value of boots and shoes, and 
saddlery and harne'8s, imported during the years ending 
June, 188:-{, and June, 1884, distinguishing the importa­
tions from Xew South V\~ ales. 
In moving this resolution, I may say that I 
obtained the consent of the House to a similar 
motion on a previous occasion ; but Parliament 
was not in session when the return was prepared, 
and it was not laid on the table. I have no 
other means of getting the return before this 
Chamber, and I therefore trust that hon. gentle­
men will again consent to adopt the resolution. 

The HoN. W. H. W ALSH: Surely the hon. 
gentleman representing the Government in this 
House has something to say on such an important 
matter! I simply rise to enable the House to 
know whether the Government will accede to 
the motion, and whether we shall get a full and 
fair return. 

Que~~tion put and passed. 

RAILWAY BETW:gEN TOOWOOMBA 
AXD HIGHFIELDS. 

The HoN. \V. H. \VALSH saiu: I beg to 
move-

'!' hat a Return be laid upon the table of this House, 
sho"ing,-

1. The total oost, with interest added, of the railway 
line between Toowoomba anll Ilighflelds up to the 
30th September last. 

3 rrhe receipts from all sources in connection with 
the working of the line for the same period. 
I do not suppose for one moment that the 
motion will be acceded to by the Government, 
because it will tell fatally against them. . 

The POSTMAST:ER-GEKERAL: There is 
no objection whatever to giving the informa.tion 
required, but the hon. gentleman is Rlightly 
inaccurate in his proposition. There is no rail­
way between Toowoomba and Highfields ; but 
there is a railway from a place called Pengarry 
Junction to Cabarlah, and I believe that is the 
line the hon. gentleman had in contemplation, 
and that he tabled the motion to make use of 
the information in the discussion on the proposed 
line from Cabarlah to Grow's Nest. 

The HoN. W. H. W ALSH : May I avail 
myself of the information given by the Post­
master-General in regard to the motion? He 
announces that there is no line between Too­
woomba and Highfields; but I fancy we have 
hitherto laboured under the idea that there 
is such a line. However, I simply want to get 
some information, to Rhow what justification 
there is for extending the line. 

The PRESIDENT: I must put the resolution 
as it stands on the paper. The hon. gentleman 
can amend it with the coni!Bnt Qf the House. 

The HoN. W. H. W ALSH: I have invited 
the Postmaster-General to amend it. 

The HoN. \V. GRAHAM: I think .it would 
save trouble if the Hon. Mr. \Valsh would with­
draw his motion. To ~' certain extent, he has 
owned that, as it is worded, it will not obtain 
for him the information he ret[uires. 

Que"tion put and passed. 
Pa1 •er laid on the Lab le accurcliu;;ly, and 

ordered to be printed. I 

TOWNSVILLE GAS AND COKE COM­
PANY (LIMITED) BILL - SECOND 
READING. 

The HoN. P. MACPHERSON said : Honour· 
able gentlemen,-In moving the second reading of 
this Bill I will merely state that it is similar in 
its provisions to the Gympie Gas Company Bill, 
which during the last few weeks has been as­
sented to by this House. It contains, like that 
Bill, a provision to enable the local authorities to 
take over the gasworks, and to purchase the 
company's undertaking after fourteen years. 
'With these remarks, I beg to move the second 
reading of the Bill. 

Question put and pa~sed; and committal of 
Bill made an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

MARYBOROUGH SCHOOL OF ARTS 
BILL-COMMITTEE. 

On the motion of the POSTMASTER­
GENERAL, the House went into Committee 
to consider this Bill. 

Clause 1-" Repeal of Maryborough Scho:Jl of 
Arts Lands Sale Act of 1876 "-passed as 
printed. 

On clause 2-" Trustees may sell and con­
vey_''-

The HoN. W. H. \VALSH said he was not 
going to oppose the Bill at all; but it was 
decidedly improper to see the representative of the 
Government advocating a measure of that kind. 
~hey were called upon to religiously protect the 
rights of persons connected with that matter, 
and though he had no knowledge whatever of 
the Bill, he said it did appear to him highly 
improper for a member oft he Government to be ad­
vocating for the destruction of the original rights 
of the trustees or executors under the Act of 1876. 
He hoped that his hon. friend the Postmaster­
General would not take his remarks unkindly. 
He waS' simply doing his duty by pointing out 
the matter. It was quite a new thing to him to 
see the Government ad vacate the destruction 
of the original rights of people. As far as his 
experience went it was entirely in accordance 
with practice, when a Bill of that kind was 
brought in, for the Government to religiously and 
zealously protect the original occupants of those 
lands-the trusteel\l. He would simply say the 
practice was new; he would not say it was in­
decent, but he would say it was new, and that 
it behaved hon. members all the more to see 
that they were doing their duty to the actual 
occupant or trustees of the land. He knew 
nothing about it at all except that it was 
very strange, and he could not allow it to pass 
without entering his protoot against the Govern­
ment really advocating the passing of a private 
Bill. He would warn hon. members, when a 
Bill of that kind was going through the Chamber, 
that by gossipping, by apparently not taking 
notice of what was going on, they were not 
doing their duty at all. They found it was a 
matter for depriving people of their rights, and 
they found the Postmaster-General-a member 
of the Government-in charge of the Bill, and he 
thought it was decidedly wrong. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said the 
hon. gentleman began the discussion by saying 
that he had never studied the Bill, and yet ha 
lectured him for dealing with a Bill that he (Mr. 
\Valsh) knew nothing about, and said his conduct 
in that respect was improper. It was one of the 
usual peculiarities and inconsistencies of the hon. 
gentleman which amused them so much at times. 
He could assure the hon. gentleman that the Bill 
was not going to destroy the rights of any trus­
tees. It was a Bill tu add to the rights of the 
tru,tee~. He had explained in the House <'n the 
Gecond reading of the Bill, that in 1876 the Legisla. 
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tur~ pa~ged a measure authodsin;i the trustees to 
Bell the whole of the land on wluch the Bchool of 
Arts was con,tructed in order that they might 
appropria.te the proceeds for the construction of 
mwther; and that that Act, singularly, although 
it authorised them to sell the whole, did not 
authorise them to sell a part. After the Act was 
passed, the tnmtees disco1·ered that they only 
required to ::;ell a, portion of the original grant, 
in order to be in a position to erect upon the re­
mainder a building suitable for the purposes for 
which the grant was originally intended and held 
in trust. The object of the Bill was to ermble them 
to do thnt. It was not a Government measure. 
The hon. gentletna.n very propt_'rly ~:mid it was 
pri ,·ate in its character. It orighmted as a 
prh·ate Bill in the Legislative Asoembly, and he 
simply took it up in that Chamber out of good 
nature. There was no l"'rs<m connected 'ivith 
J\Iaryborough in th<l Challlher at the time, and 
the hon. gentleman who ha< I charge of it in the 
Legislative As-"embly hau neglected to ask the 
assistanct't of smne hon. gentlen1au to pilot it 
through that House, He therefore took it up, in 
aeeordance with hi8 usual habit, all<[ pnshe<l it 
through it:-5 initiatory ,:;tageH; and finding there 
W!i,8 nothing objectionable in it, and that it was 
practically restricting the rights conferred b;' the 
Act of 18/G, and was likely to he benefici11l for 
the purp<Mes of the trust created h~· the original 
grant, he very cordially undertook aftenqtrds 
to see it through the House. 

The Hox. IV. H. W ALSH s~ti<l he still main­
tained it was <[nite indecent for a member of 
the l\linh;try to !le advocating- the paKA-£Lge of a 
pri,'ate Bill throu;ih th:ct ChnmlJPI-. ft was 
wrong, and he di<lnot hesitnte to tell the hon. 
Postmaster-General, with the influence he pos­
}-:t-:>.H:sed, it wa~ wrong to do HO ; awl therefore on 
behalf of those who ha<l to fight t!1eir battle 
against that Chmnher, or the other p,;rt of Par­
liament, he protested against it. He would say 
that the PostnuL,ter-Ueneml had no business 
whatever to father" ]1ri ntte Bill in that Ch:unber, 
and wherever he could tr!>Ce that it was so, or that 
he was so iutere•ted, !te (Hon. :\Ir. \Valsh) would 
protest against it on principle. He believed the 
hon. gentlentan had no bu:-;in(":KS whatever to be 
the father of that Hill. l\lore than th'it, he 
would say there was certainly one prominent 
representative of J\Iaryborongh who would take 
charge of the Bill if it was going to lapse. It 
did seem very strange to him-and he did know 
sonwthing about the matter-tlHtt it re<1nired a 
IIleHib»~r of the Go\·ernnwnt and a lawyer to get 
the Bill through Parli<unent. He thong-ht they 
Bhonld panse before they rushe<l a Biil of that 
kind through the Ch,tmber. He knew sm••e­
thing about it ; he had hat! smnethi!lf\' to do 
with the contributions towar.l~ the institution, 
but he would warn hon. tnembers whmrevee 
they saw a member of the Government­
and a lawyer-pnKhiug a JHll throng-h tl1e 
Chamber, that they should take time to 
con~iUer \vhether it vnt8 conducive to the general 
iutere8ts of the people. He would assm·e his 
hon. friend the Postmaster-General that he 
\VUH doing nothing wrong by that nwtion, e:xcevt 
that he W'k" too kind. But as he found his hem. 
friend (1\lr. Heussler) had got an amendment to 
move, he would leave it to him. However, he 
objected entirely to the Postmasttn·-Geueral of 
the colony f~tthering a Bill-pushing Bills of a 
private nature through that Chamber. He 
thoug-ht it wa::; \'iTongl and he Legged to \Varn 
·lwn. members of its effect. 

The Hox . • T. C. HEL.-SSLElt Hai<l his hon. 
frien<l (:\Ir. \I' alsh) sai<l he had an ameuclment 
to nwve, hut he ha<lnothing of the kitH!, and he 
only wished to refer to some remarks which had 
JJeenmade by the Postma,t.er-General. That hon. 

gentleman said the tru8tees had the power of 
selling the whole of the lane!, auclnow, because 
they did not waut to sell the whole but ouly a 
1 >art, they rer1nirecl to get ]JOWer to sell that part. 
:'f ow it struck him very forcibly-at all events 
he had always thought that where they had 
the power to· do the greater thing they could 
do the "nmller. If he ha< I a power of attorney 
to sell a thing·, he cliclnot think he would ask the 
question whether he could sell a smaller part. 
He believed the CJnestion W&s one which was 
mther worth discn>%-<ing. At least he should 
think, whBre the power was given t<> the larger 
part, it would come to the smaller without 
requiring a new authority. 

The Hox. A. H. WILSO::'\ Sl<id he was very 
sorry to '"''e the opposition that was taken to that 
very simple matter. IVith re[';anl to the piece of 
land it was most centrally situatt!ll. It would be 
almost impossible-in fad it woul<l be impossible 
-to get such a fine situation for the school of 
arts. The piece of ground they had was rather 
htrge. ~rhe hou~e thHy had got Vi!' as U8ele~:S. It was 
tlunbling down, and \Va.s kept up now by prop~; 
and to selling the whole of the land, HU]J]losing 
the tn1stees did sell the whole they could not get 
another piece of gTOUIJll .so .suitable. Therefnre, 
instead of selling the whole, as they had po\\·er 
tu do, tlwy simply wishecl to s~Il a half; and 
they ·expected to realil4e sut!icient from l.he sale 
of tha~ half as mmlcl put up another huilclin~, 
whiuh would be erecte<l on e\ en a better site 
than the pre.~>mt one. lt wa~; a pity that any 
opposition should be made to the Bill pa"''ing. 

The llox. \\'. H. W .\ L:-\JI saitl he <lid not 
thiuk that the Iron. gentleman who had jnst 
S]10ken nuderst<>od the <luest.ion at all. The 
(1ne:-;tinn wa~ whether the Oo\'t~rntnent, or the 
repre~t?ntative of thP- (:}overnnH"'nt in that House, 
should have charge of a Bill of that kind. It 
appearetl to him most uncommmt that the Uov­
ernrnent should take charge of a privat'!l Bill. 
If the hon. gentleman who -ha<! just spoken had 
charge of it he coul<lunderetand that there mig-l1t 
be some rig-hteousne"'" in it; but when the I'ost­
master-General took charge of it, he was boun<l 
to suspect that the busine,;s was being improperly 
cundnctecl. 

Clause put ami paRsetl. 
On clause 3, as follows :-
" Immcdiatdy aft(·l' the rPceipt of the monr,y$; rcalb<Nl 

bY the ~:Lle of the said 1anli the trnst('C.~ or their :mc<',c·~­
s0rs :-;liall pay the l'P,,l~Ouu}lle r.xpeu..;es of ~neh ~.ah>, ~nHl 
~hall <lepo:-;it t.he rcma.mdcr of thr pnrelJa~->o,m,·Hcy~ iu 
the Qneen:-;land Kational Bank, awl ~hall not withdraw 
tlw :-;:nne or a pp!)· auy part t.ltereof' for any }HII'lJO~C\'A 
C\('ept for t.lle pnl'po~e:-; of lahonr <lone or materials 
al'tnally :-;npplicU. for tlw lnlilaiug of the ~aitl 1ww ~chool 
of arts." 

The Hux. \Y. H. WALSH said he decitblly 
objected to the clan,c. He objected to thu 
(~neeuslaml ::'\ ntionai Bank being introduced into 
tlw <Jue,;tion at :.11. He was of opiniou that the 
(lneenslawl Katimml Bank 11t that mmueut was 
not oolvent; he di<lnot hesitate to oay so. 

The POSTMASTEit GEKEltAL: Say that 
outside! 

The Hox. IV. H. \VALBH: Xo; he would 
say it there ; and he (the Po-~tmaster-General) 
forced him to sav it. He (Hon. }[r. \ValHh) 
~aid it 'r\'a8 a lllo:'t irnpndent introtluction in a 
Bill--- and he vci"hecl it recorded -that the Par­
Emnent of ( lueerudawJ RhonlJ rf:"C!>gni.se the 
<[neenslaml Katimml Bank. Certainly they 
shoul<l not sanction that. H c had no doubt that 
it would suit the din·etors or the committee; 
it rni~ht linit their ~olicitorti and other pen;on.s to 
usn that kinrl of language, but he would not suh­
rnit to it. He \Vonld rnove, at::l an atnenchneut, 
tlMt the wunlti ''the c.;neem;hmcl x,,t:on:cl Bank" 
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he on1iLLod, with the vie\v of inserting " such 
hank as tlHl OoYenunent may dire~t " and 
that all the following wurds of the cLtuse' he left 
out. 

The POST:\LASTI~R-GEJI\ERAL said he 
sometimes won<lered when he heard his hon. 
fri~~~~cl i\Ir. \V<tl:<h referring to the Queensland 
N atwnal Bank what that institution had clone 
to hi;u. If he did not know that he kept his 
hankmg account at some other bank he mi"ht 
corn~ to the co;wh:sim; that, whethrJr ":isely"or 
unwrsely, that mstrtutron luvlrefn;;ecl hnn sonw 
consideration, for the mention of the name of 
the Queensland Kational Bank seemed to the 
hon. gentleman wor.'±e than a red rag to a bull. 
But altlwngh they could appreciate the jests of 
the bon. gentleman occasionally, be (the Post­
master-General) thom;ht he on"ht to haYe con­
sidered a little more before he made snch a 
charge against that institution as he bad that 
afternoon. People outside did not oh,erve 
the peculiarities which the hon. o·eutlenum 
might disphy when he g>tve nttera1~ce to hiK 
remarks. 'l'he words he had uttered were all 
that waR record et! in H1u1snrrl, :1!Hl it won],! "0 

forth to the worlrl that the Hon. :).fr. \V :1lsh'::.... 
a g~~tlen~an who had occupied a, dit-3tinguiHhed 
]'O,Jtwn m the colony-had deliberately sbttcd 
that the hank where the Government busi­
ness 'vas transacted Wfl.llil -in his opinion­
not in a snlvent cmHlition. The hon. gentle­
man r!are<l not nHtke that statement ont:<ide 
the walls of that Chamhe.r, b4'canse he won],! 
h~ at on~e challrm,~v·d anrl pnt to proof of 
!n:-; asl'Jertwnl <n: brJ co_n1 pnllfHl to repn<liate 
It. It 'vn:;; not fntr to hnuo· ~muh an accnRation 
ngnin8t an int-ititntiou of r:- that kind and he 
felt sure that the hon. g• ntleman in iris heart 
was not in carne,t. He felt fJnite sure that the 
hon. gcntlenutn n1erely uttered hi:.; rernnrks a:-; 
a joke, but that waR carrying the jest too far. 
It wn.s only rensonnhle ths;t the pel"'ons intere'"ted 
in the .J3i~l should in;;ert the '.rmue of the tlneeus­
land ::'\atronal Bank, that benw the Uovernment 
?»nking- in,titution of tl:e cr~lony. l\Toreover, 
1t was the bank that was mserted in the former 
Act pstssed in 1~7G, and he believed that on 
th~t O\:'~'ta~inn t_he Legit~lature took no exe-eption 
to rt. It w~s msertecl for a very proper ren.son 
-becnnse rt was the bank with which the 
Legi,btnre had antlwrise,[ the Government 
to transact it,; financial business as being- a 
thoroughly e:J<tahliohed national hank-as firmlv 
est«blished and as staple and as sol vent as 
any institution of the kind in the Australian 
colonies. He himself dit! not deal with the 
institnti01_1, but~ he ha< I no. hesitation in ""ying 
that for 1t. l!Hler the circumstances-as the 
provision was entirely within precedent, am! as 
the. ~iu<:e~lslar:tl X >:tionn,l B:tnk occnpiecl the 
posrtwn 1t the! wrth regard to the pulllic 
and the Government-he felt sure that the 
hon. gentleman, who, he believed was not 
seriouo< in the matter, would withdrnw his 
amendment. 

The Hox. A. H. \VILSO:-< said he hoped the 
clause would not be opposed. The trt~<-<tees had 
their hank account at the Queensland X ational 
Bank, and at times they mig-ht re(jnire a little 
ncconnnodation. Being a private Bill, he thon«ht 
the parties intereste<l had a perfect right to in.:'ert 
what bank they pleased to deal with, and in this 
case they had inserted the name of the bank they 
had been in the habit of dealing with. " 

The Hox. W. H. W ALSH said he did not 
g-nther from any remarks that had fallen from 
the Postmaster-General, or the hon. gentleman 
who had succeedecl him in speaking, whether 
they meant to object tn the moo<t obnoxious 
wordR he had mentioned. He could only ""Y 
that if the l'ostmaster-Ueneral did not object to 

those words-" Queensland National Bank"­
he pitied the Uovernment; he pitied the hon. 
gentlenutn ; he pitied the party he belonged to ; 
ltncl he regretted that things had come to such 
a state that they had to be governed by the 
Queensland :I'\D.tional Bank--that they were 
now so govemed or controlled by that insti· 
tution that it· was absolutely necessary to 
mention in their statutes the name of the Queens­
land National Bank, and give it a statutory 
power. He said it wns something not onlv 
dang-erous, hut something actually awful; anCl 
he ditl not he~itate to charge the Postmaster­
General with being :tn accomplice to it. It was 
all very well for the hon. g-entleman to pose 
there, nncl stand up, and appear as a dignified 
and rlisinterested ]>Croon; hut he (Hon. Mr. 
\\'alsh) charg·ecl him with being the attorney 
of that hank. He charged him with being an 
ac?o~nplice to 'yhatever was being done for good or 
en] m connectwn with that bank ; and the hon. 
gentleman could not deny it. He (Hon. J\lr. 
\Valsh) stood there as an independent member. 
It did not matter to him personally whether 
their progress proceeded or receded ; but because 
he loved the country it did matter to him 
an~! he eonteiHled that the l'ostmaster-C:eneral: 
bc,mg the attllrney for the (lneensland National 
Bank, had no business whntever sitting in that 
Chamber, and ~Ld vacating its intere!lts. The 
Bill before them waw entirelv to the advantaiTe 
of tl!at bank. The hon. gentleman might laugl1, 
but rt wa>< well knmvn that he wns the nttorney 
of the bank; and so long as he was so, he (Hon. 
1\Ir. \Valsh) contend0el thnt it w~ts indecent for 
him to be the representative awl advocate of 
the l1!0\lc8tl!'e in that Chamber. \V a• there a 
single llleillber who conlLl gaiusn.y that~ The hem. 
gentleman mightl1mgh; bnt they all knew it was 
an nttribnte of idiocy or wrong-doing to langh. 
\V:>s ~le (Hon. l\Ir. \Valsb) doing any wrong in 
pomtmg- out tlutt the hon. g·eutleman was the 
exponent and ad Yocate of the Bill, which was to 
eo;;t the country a great deal of moncv? He asked 
hon. gentle.1nen whether he \Va~ doing~ any wrong? 
The hon. gentleman asked him if he could tell how 
much money: hut he (the Postma.ster-General) 
had a better knowledge of that tha.n he (Hon. 
Mr. \Valsh) had. He knew how much it would 
cost the country. The hon. gentleman apperr •! 
to think it a very trifling matter, but indeed ic 
was a very important one-that they should see 
the J::'ostmas~er-~ieneral of the colony ad 1·ocating 
a rmvate B1ll m that Chamber. It was hi" 
duty to be the opponent of pri vnte Bills, 
aml to see the !Jonn tides of those who intro­
duced them ; but he;e they found the Post­
mnster-Geneml-a lawyer, lion. members mnst 
recoller't- introducing a private Bill, and 
advocating it. He snid it was wrong; hut if 
hon. gentlemen would not fight those battles 
with hiru, he gave them waruiug that the day 
would come when they would see that he w~ts 
right ; and all the giggling d the Postm,.ter­
Geneml in trying to pass away the impropriety 
of his conduct wonld not avail. At anv rate 
those who sncc<le<lerl him (Hon. l\Ir. ~\ValshJ 
would have to admit that he had clone his duty 
in protesting against the Government endeavour· 
ing to pass :>private Bill through that Chamber. 
Having done s > he snpposerl that he had done all 
he P'"srbly cou1d. He knew he should get no 
support-he did not look for it-but he woul1! 
do his duty at any rate. He should, therefore, 
vote against the Bill; not that he objected to the 
measnre at all per se, hnt becan"e he maintained 
that the Government had no right to pass D. 
privnte measure through that Chamber. 

question-That the w0rcl< proposed to le 
omitted staml par~ of the clausc-pnt · and the 
Committee diYid~d. ' 
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The CHAIRMAN said, there being no teller 
for the ''Non-contents," the question was resolved 
in the affirmative, 

Clause 3 put and passed. 
Clause 4-" Short title"-and the preamble 

having been agreed to, 
On the motion of the POSTMASTER­

GENERAL, the CHAIRMAN left the chair, and re­
ported the Bill to the House without amendment. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL moved that 
the report be adopted. 

Question put and passed. 
The HoN. W. H. W ALSH said : I would like 

to understand about that last division, I fancy 
there was no qlJOrum present. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL : There was 
no division. 

The HoN. W. H. W ALSH: I speak to a 
question of privilege: I think there was no 
quorum. 

The PRESIDENT: Attention should have 
been called to the matter at the time. 

The HoN. W. H. W ALSH : I am calling 
attention to it now, sir. When could I call 
attention to it before? 

The PRESIDENT: If there was not a quorum 
present, the hon. member should have called 
attention to it at the time. 

The HoN. W. H. W ALSH: I think the 
President is making a most extraordinary 
mistake ; I was not in the Committee, and 
therefore I could not call attention to it. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL: Then how 
do you know what took place ? 

The HoN. W. H. W ALSH: I know what 
took place from the observations of the Post­
master-Gener>tl. I believe there was no quorum 
present. 

On the motion of the POSTMASTER­
GENERAL, the third reading of the Bill was 
made an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

SALE AND USE OF POISONS BILL. 
The HoN. P. MACPHERSON said: Hon. 

gentlemen,-I beg to move that this Order of the 
Day and the Bill be discharged from the paper. 
I do so in order to save the time of this House. 
I hope that, as long as I continue a member 
of it, I ~hall endeavour to save time so far 
as possible, and not waste it by fruitless discus­
sion. I fear that even if the measure were 
passed through the House-and although the 
other House might be in favour of it-there will 
be no opportunity of passing it into law this 
session. I trust, however, that in another 
session I will be able to bring it before the House 
again. 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at five minutes past 

li o'clock. 

P'hal'macy Bill. 




