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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
]'1·idup, 7 Jor'arunlJe'i', 18.':34. 

Question ·without Xotiee. --DiYisional Bom·ds Agricul
tnr:d lJr;unag\~ Hill-eommittef~.---:Jlaryborong:h and 
T~nlll!.!;an Railway Hill-- coJnmittee. --Travelling 
Expt'll~l''l of Hi~ Honour .Tnll:..;e Coopnr.-Unstoms 
Colluetions a,t tllc tUffer,·Hl l'orts.--.AU.jonrumcut. 

The 8Pl<;AKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

QCESTIOX \VlTHOFT XOTICK 
:\fr. FOX'l\))l" "'id : I wi.,h to a,;k the 

1\llni>ter for Larhld, without notice, whether he 
is H\'>'al·e tha.t the whole of the pa,pers and 
COlTf-..;I,OtHlence rehttin-~ to the applica.tion by ~Ir . 
. A. B. ,J one') for a. liceu~e or lease of the run or 
block known a~:-; liundare~ in the \Va.rn;go di;.:;trict, 
were not laid n pon tile table on a. preYiou::; 
occ:t . ..;ion. I under8ta11d that there i:::\ a letter 
which wa,.; omittcd, ::md l would a,.;k the hon. 
gentlt·Iwtn, if sneh is the c<.1se, whether he i.s 
a;:;ree.1ble to hy that letter upon the ta\1le? 

The J\IIXISTE:H FOil LAXDS (Hon. C. B. 
Dutton) said : One letter in the correspondence 
wa.~ nn1itted. It ea1ue ill ::tdav ortv•.'O before the 
return wa~ la id nn the tnble, 'anJ through smne 
over.-::ight wa:i not printed. l now lleg to ]n.y the 
letter rdcnnl to on the table uf the House, and 
move tlutt it be printed. 

Qt>e·,tion pnt and passed. 

::\lr. XORTOX: ::\Lw I a"k the :\fini,;tcr for 
\V ork . ..; if 111'~ ha:..; reePi v;,d any report frunl ~Ir. 
~rack on }fount ;llor~·:ul; 

'l'he :Vll:'\lSTJ~H FUH WUltK0 (J-lon. W. 
Miles): 1\u, 1 h1we not. 

DIVT:".TOXAL 1lOAltJJS .V:JUC:l'L'IT ltXL 
JHUL\AUE HlLL--L:U:\l:VIITTl•:L 

On the rnotion of l\Ir. STE VI1:J\TS, tht' Rpt"aker 
left the r:J,ccir, and the HonHJ wtmt into Com
mittee to eonsi,]er this llill in detail. 

l'reamble postponecL 
Clauses 1 and 2 passed a,; printed. 

On clause 3, as follows :~ 
'·The power;;; <'onft:ncd by 1 hi.~~ Jet. s.hall b ,, cxerci . .;;ed 

by the board.. Ul10ll pctitwu si.gn(~d as hereinafter 
pt'OYhkli. 

'' .l lH~tition LtUf'.t he ~igl!Cll. l)y slwh nmlllwr of the 
ratep<tyel'S of the tliyi,;iOH J':t1Ctl ill l't "J'iWt Of tlJC 1:·1111 
sitn;ttett within the: \Ya1Pl'-"1letl as l'B}ll'l'!'t'lltN a lllajority 
oi all the nm-; of t.lw rat''li 111 r, "Jlt'el or 
sneh lan:l. anJ lunst lJu I to tlte board. pr;!y:tlg 
tlwm to cxereise tile powcl'~ lJy tltis _\_\'1 couft·tTell in 
n:;pect of t,r:tiniug the \Yat(·l'shcil.·· 

The COLO:\IAL TH I<:ASl:lUUl (B on. ,T. R 
Dicksnn) saicl he w.mld like to le.n·n fmm the 
hnn. gcmtlc1nan in ch<~trge of tho Dill whether the 
fon11 of prucedure w:ts the -;mue a"' wa,K r,·!qnired 
by the ])i\'i;,imwJ Bonnl~ .. AGt of lBIH, together 
with the vnrimu~ aHl,"lH.ling _AGt..; }J~L::..:-.;ed by the 
Lcgi~latnre-~th~tt wa.f-:i to say, had planA and 
specitica.tion.-< tu b.~ snl)ntitted to the r:ttopn.ycr:-;, 
~o t1utt they 1night know what they \\~ere voting 
for? He hoped abn that OJ>J•ortnnity 
'\Yould be given to the rat~payers record their 
vvte~. 

::\Ir. STEVEXS saicl th,, ratepayers petitioned 
the hoa.rrl to hnve a scherne dra.\Yll np, ancl tlJe 
scheme drawn up hat! to be submitted to the 
.i\lini,;ter fur approval. There was ttbo the 
ri.o:ht of appeal gmnLJd to the mtepnyer'. The 
Bill \\a· ill :ccconhnce with the Di Yi 'iorml Bottnls 
.... L\.ct of lt;/!J, aull with the antencling .. -\.et::;. 

The Hox. B. B. :\IOEETOi'\ s ,icl he would 
sugge~t to the hou. lllt-:'tnber i11 ch:-:,rb·e of the Hill 
tlmt the chtn"' might be nnwnded lJy allowing 
smue titne within whkh ~t cmmter-petition 1night 
be pm;entod, 
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Mr. STEVEl'\S said he would point out that 
the Bill provided t!mt the petition shoultl be 
signed by a majority of the r'1.tepayers. 

:Yir. GRI:YLES said it was very often easy to 
get persons to ~ign a petition ; but, when they 
came to understand what was really being asked 
for, they might wish to change their lllirHl;-;, 1--lP 
thought there shonl<l be some provision to allow 
tin1e for a counter-petition. 

:Yfr. Bl'CKLAXD "~id he thought the lliYi
sional Hoards Act of 18/B allowed '" specified 
till18. 

The COLOXIAL TnEASUilER nid he 
would point out thnt umler the Act of 18/!J there 
'vere certain conditions nnder ·which ra.t., s were 
leYied and paicl, and under which loans were 
applied for. There was nl~o a, limitation tu the 
borrowing }JO\\'er., of a local antho1·ity. The 
Act said:-

" ~neh moHrys f-1.11:111 not in ille aggreg::ttc P"\C('etl a 
capital amonnt. the intrre~t HllOU which nt iJ l'U' 
c.tntnm pn annnm ~hall 1)8 equal to au mnonnt repre
sented lJy tllc net n~vcnue vie!ded llv \YOrks and ~+'1'
viee~ pl;CVJOlt.~ly earri1·d on~t. on lo:ui in the division, 
~ulderl to tlw amount llf rate·- ~u·tnal!y,('olleeted in sw:h 
division for the y12a1' tiH'll la ... t va~t..'' 

He wished to lean1 whcth<)r the same prin
ciple woul<l Le llLlintai1wd in tlutt Dill. He 
hardly saw how it could, becnuse, if a hoard 
\Vent in for [t :-;ystetn of dra.iuage, it was very 
likely that they 'nmlr! have to borrow br:;ely in 
excess of the litnit tlwre tixed for the borrowing 
power.o of local boclies. He thong·ht that in 
re:::;pect to draina,ge work:-; Lli \'i:-:ional Lo;_"tl'dti 
shunlcl be unfettere<l by snhc;ection ( ,. ) of chm:<e 
7G of the originnl Act, which limited their bor
rowing power tn 5 lJer cent. on their revenue. 

Mr. BFCKLAKD said clause 79 of the Divi
sional Board:< Act provided that-

" On petition signed hy a 1llajority of the ratepayers 
in anv divi~ion or otherwise. if he think 1it. tlleGon~ruor 
in Collncil may sn~pend. amewl, or rP~eind au~· resolu
tion of any lJOi!rd, awl llta~' prol1i1Jit the E'X}lClllliture of 
anymollC.Y~ from the diVI~iowil fund for any \York wltich 
is deemed mmcee":'lary, Ol' which will imvose uullne 
burden:-: upon the ratt~pa~'tm> of SlWh diyision." 

'I'hat wa,; the chm"' he referred to when he said 
the Act specifiecl the time which must elapse 
before n petition "·ns acted upon. He hnd since 
found. he \Va:~ 1ni~taken. 

:Yfr. <HlDIES Raid it wa.s providt·'.l that, on 
the board being ~ati~fied that a petition wa~ 
signed lJy a Inajority of ratepayer~, they could 
take action without any further deby. He 
thought that "''" dmwing the line too close, 
and would move that the word "majority" be 
ornittecl, vvith the view of inRerting "tv..ro-thirds. '' 

::\Ir. T. CAMPBELL snir! there seemed to 
him to be :1 defect in the 4th chtuse, which 1t 
would be as well to point out at that stnge. 
Perhaps the point he referred to would be better 
under.,tood ]·,y an il!Jr, tration. It was this : 
Suppose there were within :1 division GOO rate
payer,; entitled to vote under the DiYision:tl 
Boards Act; and 300 signed a petition in favour of 
a drainage Nchome, and a. counter-petition W::tH 

afterwards signed by 300, how w~re the bo:ud to 
dec:icle then? There was nothing in the Bill to 
pre\'ent ~1 counter-petition bei11g }JJ'e~ented, ancl 
it was quite l""sible that Rnc:h a petition might 
be signed by :100 or even 3GO persons. Hc: did 
not see how the bmtrd c:ould get over that diifi
culty, as the 4th clause provided that-

" On t1te 1Jonrcl being sati,fied that tlw said petition 
is duly ~ign ll by ratepayers repre.-;euting a lllHjOI·ity of 
votes of tile ratepHy(·r.~ rated in re<.;peet of the hmtl 
within Utc wat(·r~he11. tlF ~, ~h · ll appoint a JlrOJH'l' 

person to prepare a scheme of drainage of the water
shed." 

Mr. STEVEXS said he did not think tlmt 
diffic11lty was likely to nrise. lt wtts scarcely 

probable that a number of ratepayers would 
sign a petition the object of which was to 
increttse their taxes, if they had I>ot properly 
umde up their minds on the subject. He cer
tainly thou:;ht the fir··t petition »ould l1e the one 
upon which the bmml would 'wt. \Vith regard 
tu the a.nletHhllent nwYed by the hem. Ill('llther 
for Uxley, he thought the clause would !m better 
without the tn·opo:<ed altemtion. They nll knew 
that, when anything like tax<"Ltion wu:-; propo~ed, 
a nntnber of pe(lJlle ln·efen·ed to :-:nifer ntther than 
!JUt their h~t1Hh in their p()eket/:4 for t}Je pnrp'lf-i8 
of rmunving an evil. Therefore, iu his opinion, 
a majority slwnld l,e allo\Yed to decide the que•,_ 
tion.s that would be submitted to the ratepayers 
under that Bill. 

Mr. MIIJGLEY said that in any scheme of 
dra,inage it \V()nlcl he neee:-;~n,ry to dr:."Lin front 
the high lauds to the lower, nml if '" two-thirds 
majority were rer1uired l1efore a llOan! could 
deci(lc upon :1 drainage work, it was quite pos
hihle that the re:<i<lents of the hi:;h parts of a 
·wa.tf~rshed 111ight object to r;uch an extt.:nt as to 
defeat the project. Tn fact, if the amemlmcut 
wt-~re e'";.)tTied, a ruinority nf inhabitant;.:: in a,uy 
locality, not rc.:;iding on the lo\ver level~, wonld 
have the power to stand in the W<l·Y of any effec
tual clraiuag-e :;chPrne that 1night be propo:-;efl. 
The mt,erHhllent would, in hi;-; opiniun, hiutler 
the opemtior1 uf the Hill. 

:Mr. BliCKLA~D snid he should support the 
arnenchuent. lt w·t,:-:; very easy tn get a ruajority 
of ratcpa,yerH to sign a.ny petition, nntl very 
often nutny per-sons :-;ig-ned such dncuu1ent'l witl_l
out under~tanding wha,t they "\Vere signing. He 
thoug·ht it would be better to make it a two
thirds nmjority. 

::\Ir. BLACK said he '"lmitted that in many 
ca~e~ it wa~ very ea,sy to get signatures to a 
petition; but he thought th:J.t when, as would 
ue the ca,;e under that measure, a petition was 
only to be signed by those per~.ons who were 
going to he taxed, it was not likely tha.t anyone 
would sign it reckle~sly, or "\Vithont ha,ving duly 
considered the question nml come to the con
cl nsion that the proposed drainage scheme would 
be " benefit to them. Therefore, he was of 
opmwn tluLt if an actual majority of 
those who had tn contribute to the cost of 
the scheme signerl the petiti,m, that should 
be quite suificient. The hon. member for 
Cook put a rather munsing ca.se, and said., 
suppm,e 300 por"ms voted for et scheme and 
300 :.tga.inst it, how wonl(l the board. decide then? 
\Vel! that was not at all likely to occnr, :tncl if it 
did then there would be no mnjority. Again, 
asxnn1ing that there \Vere, Ray, -±30 ratepayers 
entitled to vote, nnc! 2;)0 petitioned for and 300 
against the proposal submitted, it would be 
evident th:ct some must have signed twice, and 
in such a ca.;e he presnmed the board woul<l 
go ca,ref ully over the f'ignaturoH, strike out 
those whose nmnes appeared on hoth peti
tions, and let the lx•lance clecide the question. 
In all other' casco the minority had to submit to 
the mnjority, and the same rule mi:;ht safely l1e 
allowecl to apply in the present instance. He 
thought it would work snti,;facturily. 

The Hox. B. B. 1\IORETO'J'\ sai<l the cbuse 
referre.d to the n1ajority of the ratepayer,<:;~ but, 
aecording to the voting po\Ver given by the 
l)ivi:.:.ional Boards .L\..ct, the votes nlight not 
represent the actual number of ratepayers. 
Therefore :1 few ratepayers n1ight, by their 
accurnulated powert:l of voting, overpower <-L lm·ge 
ntnnlY'r nf pl!wons. On that account be thought 
the1·e ruight lJe ~ornething in the antetHhueut. 

'\Ir. :STEVENS said tlmt argument cut both 
wn.ys. The la.rge owuen; of btnd tuight be 
against the scheme of drainage. He t!icl not 
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think the objection held gooJ, or that the 
~ttnendrnent \Vfki <t gontl one. _._~~ had been f-iaid 
bv two ::;peaker~, if the voters hatl to vay for <t 
sChenl'' of dra,inage the~v were not at all likely 
to sign a petition of which they di1l nnt approve. 
That was the> point of the whole thing, nnd he 
certainly could not accept the arnendtnent. 

Mr. T. CA:\1PBELT, •;ocicl the hon. memhcr 
for 1\Lwka:v '~emnerl to ha\'e strangely 1ni:·mnder
Htood the ])(lint which he ha.tl ru.ic-;ecL It w:-t.~ not 
a. nuttter of voting, hnt of signing the P"~tition. 
He conlcl nnflerstand it if it were simply n 
1natter of voting·. Tn,ke the c~1se nf a, loan. 
rr!Jc l_H)a.rfl \Vishod to COtltJ'(1Ct a loan, rtlld pro
Vif-;i_on wa.-; 1na,11e that two-thirrh of the rate
payers urn~t ~<J,Jnction the cnntt·:tcting of tlu"tt 
lon,n before it could be >t]>plind for ; and if 
twn-thil'd::-; of the rntcpnyerM {lid not s~tnction 
it the boat\] w:-ts precludert frmn contracting h. 
An h<m. meml>er hat! c.tlled attention to the 
fact that the nmjority Hmc<t rule, hut it was ;nil 
.known how .signatures to vetitions could be 
obtained. It wa,s very eat>y for a person who 
w ~LS \Vdll knrnvn, or v;hn had a r:n1a,l1 clique about 
hiln, to obt:1in Rig-nrt.tnres to a 1 IPtition. The 
ca:-:e he pnt was thi.1: Supposing a pe+-ition W~Ls 
presented to the lJoard containing 300 :·dgnatures, 
and in the r:arne di vi~ ion :3:10 people signed 
nnother petition, wlmt wn,; the hoard to do?
bccau:;e there was only pr·ovi.sion n1ade in the 
Bill for the first petition. 

Mr. GHT\IES said he wonld call attention to 
the bet tlut the nmtter would not be <lt·,tlt with 
in a di~trict or snbdi vi~ion, but on n wntersbed, 
an(l there rnight he t1 very few individual8 living 
on tha.t wa,ter~hed. Two large proprietor~ rnight 
compel the others to snlnnit to a scheme of 
drainage, by a11 acctnnnlation of vote._,. 1-Ie 
thought the chtnse woulrl operate very hardly 
upon the other ratepayers in a c:1se of that 
kind. He shoultl press his amendment to a di vi-
sion. 

1\Ir. STEVK='i'S Hnid he would remind hon. 
1nernbers that those who were not benefite(l hy 
the clraiHage hac] not to pay for it ; but if they 
were benefited they hnd to contribute toward:; 
the cost of the scheme. 

1\Ir. SCOTT said he would addse the hon. 
member who hac] broug-ht the Bill forward to 
stick to the original clnub8, for if it were alt.e1 ed 
the Hill might ns well be withclmwn altogether. 
}~very one kl1ew how llifficult it \Va~ to get nll the 
1 1eople on a roll to vnte, mul very Hel(lmn rnore than 
:)0 per cent. took the trouble to record theh· votes. 
The Sitme thing n.pplied to a petition. People 
\Vould not sign a petition so ver:v readily if their 
pocket.; were to he touchecL It had been sa,id 
that one large proprietor mig·ht force the other 
ratepa,yer;.; into the Hcherue; hut a large pro
prietor could not prevent the othen.; from 
doing anything they pleased. 'fhe large pro
prietor would be given far more power if the 
chnse were nmendecl, than if it passed as it 
stood. "His pnv,:er wouhl be increaseJ enor
llwusly :Oy the proposed amendment. 

::\Ir. BLACK said he would point out to the 
h<m. memLer for Oxley thctt the larg.,• proprietor' 
haJ not votes in prop()rtion to the ~ize of their 
holclings. for the nutxiunnn voting power \\7 <tR 
three V11tns. .Anyone \Yho contributed ;)s. a, year 
to the di vi~ionn.l b(mrd's revenue was entitle(l to 
one vote; hut though it frertuently hnppened that 
a person 111ight contribute £150 a year to the 
divisional board fund, l;e wa,; only entitled to 
three votes. He coulrl not see how it wa,; 
possible for the so-called large proprietor to 
swmnp the s1mtll holder. Clause 14 said:-

"And sneh ra1.e shall he appnrti.onc<l upon the several 
ratahlf' propcrtins. in proportion to the alllonnt of 
iHlprnn\HH'llt which it :Lppear"' hy the valuation will be 
efl:ecte<l UllOn tlwm respectively." 

IV ell, the ,'!nail holder wnul<l only hnve to con
tribute in proportion to the henofit that he 
deri,·e,] from the ,;cherne. If he derived no 
benefit he would not be mted nt all. 

Question-That the word propnsed to 'he 
omitted stand pm-t of the cbube-put and paosed; 
nnd cla,u::;e, as read, agreed to. 

On clanHe 4, as follo\VS :-
"On t.lic bo;Lrd being satisfied that the said pctit.ion 

i~ duly :-;ignetl 1Jy ratepayer~ representing a majority o! 
votes of t lu~ ratopayprs rated in re<::pcet n[ the land 
wit.hin Lhe \YatC1'-;hed, they1l"h:tll :t11JlOillt a proper person 
to prorJ;tre a. ;:~ehPme of drainage of the \Vatershetl."--

::\[r, l\IIOG LJ<:Y stti<l he wanted to "'·Y a few 
\\'(lt'(ls at this :-;ta.ge, hecau:-:>o he 111ig-ht be too late 
further on. 1-fe ha,<lbeen C;Lnght that W<L.Y two 
or three timeH btelv. The Bill \>'onlcllHwe been 
mnch In ore eomple-f:e if it h:vl ninwd at~" different 
thing a1together. If there \Vas so!nething su,id 
about the cnu:-;erYation of wa,ter, Instead of all 
the H]);Lce being devoted to drainag-e, the Bill 
would be much more nseful. At n time like the 
present it wuulcl be more opportune to discuss n 
\V,tter Consenntion Bill than a Dminage BilL He 
thought, in rnany in,~tances, when a schen1e of 
clminag·e hnd been entered upon the water could 
he e<msel'\'ed and made use of, but the chtuse they 
were discu~sing would only include the prepara,
tion of n scheme of clrainnge. In many instances 
in which n dminage scheme h>td been completed, 
the water was run directly into a saltwnter creek 
or river, and he thought power ought to be given 
to do 8otuething rnore than prepare a. drainage 
scheme. ltmight IJe optional to do more than thnt. 
In:-:;tetLcl of allowing- water to run into a creek or 
riYer, in rnany iu:->tB..nces a large quantity of good, 
whnle",orne, tl:->efnl \V~tter could he .saved without 
m1y nwre expense. He woulcl suggest to the 
h<m. member to add something to the cbuse to 
that effect. 

J\lr. STEYE:\S said he did not think the 
surro·etitiou nf the hon. rnmnbcr was in ln~eping 
with the Bill. The principltl of the Bill had 
been ruade as sirnple as possible. Its object wns 
.silllply to deal with drainaf1e, arul.the e~mHerYa.
tion of \Vater would not be Hl keeprng \Vrth tha,t. 
He believed there was a prospect of an Irrig·ation 
Bill beino· introduced before very long, and water 
conserva.f'ion n1ight rnore properly be dealt with 
in snch a Bill as that. 

tluestion lJUt and paclsed. 
CLnmes 5 and (j pa.s"Jed a.s printed. 
On chtu~e 7, aR fo1lows :-
'· lf any person thinks him~elf af!:grjeyed 011 thf' gl·ound. 

of iHCOIT(•ctllc.;:,s in the v:.Llnation of lri.::; own or any 
other lH'I)pert.\·, he :;!tall have the same right of appeal 
ther,-•from :1"1 in the ea"'"-' of Talmt.tion:s of ratable 
propr,rty under the sairt .... ict:;, and the same procecclings 
f:lhall bu had upon snd1 appeaL as nearly as may he. as 
by Uw ~aid ...-\et~ arc proYidcd in the e:a.se of avpeab nnder 
the said Acts, with this n(ldition----that in the event o[ 
an.\' per::;on appcali11g again:->t the Ya.lna.tion of auothcr 
persml"s property he ~hall giYu notice of the ap1wal to 
::;nch pcr~on ns ·well as to the bonnl." 

The Ho". B. B, l\IORETON said he pre
smned th,;t the person who >t]Jpenled ngttinst the 
valuation of his propel'ty ·would have to give 
notice of such >Lppeal to the board. There was 
no time epecifi•,•1 in the clnuse for that notice to 
be given. 

Mr. STKVEXS : That is in the original Act. 

The Hoc;'. B. B. ::\IOHWfOX said there wa,; 
nothing in the origina,l Act about giving notice 
to any porson. 

::\Ir. STEVE1\S Fnid it was provided for in 
the Divisimml Bo,uds Act. 

:ilr. BUCKLAXD Raid he would ]Juint the 
hmL rnernber to the ca.se of a,n ab~entee pro 
prietor -who ruight h.~ liviug in Loutlvn. liow 
wa.-J notice to be gi \ell to hiu1? 
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::\[r. S'l'E\'EXS ·"'i'l that prreons wnnlcl be 
dealt with nnrler that clause just as nnrler the 
Di vi.,ion::tl Boards Act ; ono case appli<>d to the 
other. 

Mr. lHTCKL.\:'\ll said he tlwn'(ht thnt, nndor 
that. cL:n~e, the lJOard .:~lwuld giYe notice, and not 
thl'· mdln<lnal. 

:I\fr. BI .. ~\CK ·<lid hP cm1r.:.idcred iJJ,, pron~wn 
rnade in the clan:-:n wa:-; [tlll]lle. TlH:; clau:-;e 11ot 

only gave ~t JH_'nwn the right of nppe:d ;u~·airu-•t 
hi~ own \·aluatio11, in wl1ich ca:-:t~ he ga,·e iwtice 
of appeal to tlH' board~ lJnt it i11troduced a new 
anrl a. Ynry ).!r1od 1Jrinciple. whieh t:·:""\nte aftet'
wat·ds: tbat 1f Iw wn:-; rli~...;ati;-)tied with the 
111eut on hi~ neh;hhonr'.s land he had al·H1 
right to dmw the hoard's attention to that. an<! 
get it 1'8-llHHlitied. That was a new princi] ,]e, and 
he tho11c;ht there wa.s SlHncthing in it. If a 111an 
considered: that his ucighbonrwas under-a.-.;~es~ecl, 
an<] that conReqnently he himself ht:~d to bear a 
h~ghe~ rate o_f aR.'-'81-l:)inent, he h.,d n right tn get 
hm neig·h}JOnr R ln.nd re-cu;sef;8ecl ~o that the a.djnst
ment of rates might be more equit.1ble. 

Mr. T. CAl\IPHELIJ R<,id that tlwt harclly 
met the ca,;c menti(med by the hon. member for 
Hulimba. If a nwn thoi18·ht the valuation on 
his nuighhnnr·.·~ property 'ya:-:: too low, be had the 
right of appeal~ and he wa::-:: bon11d to gi \"e notice 
of that o.ppeal to the proprietor of the h<~lding 
aR .well as to the hoard.· Bnt !-mppo:-\illg" the pro
pnetor \Ya~ ~n a1J:.;;cntt:e, lww w:1R the notice to 
he gi Vt''n ? 'rh ere wa:"' ao prnYi~inn nwde for 
that. He could quite concei "'' tha.t that 
ornis:->ion 1night gi,·c ri.·e to 8oute r;rave conlpli
eations. 

(..lneRtion put and paR.,ed. 

Clam.o 8 pasoed u.s printed. 

On clause !J. as follows :--
"The ::\I'mistcr may apprJ}YP oft he pl:1nR and ~~ptv'ifi

r:ttion:-;. or may rd.urn tlte'n f;~t' <tltLCJHimcnt, and ntnY, 
if he tlli11k it neet "·~ary or :trhis;thle tlw1 provi ... i{)n 
shon!ll bt~ m~ulc for continuing the -"Y-"tem of rlrainage 
thron~h another divi,<;lon or otlwrdi.v't:'ion . .;;. rPqUh'P such 
division or diYhdon~ to :dford tllc ncee~sary faeilitb,>s for 
snnh (~ontinmtll<'t' ., 

1\Ir. BAlL EY sai<l that W<ts n. most extra
?rdinary cl3nse. They were evc•ry ye:Lr in \·ent
mg a new bx on the country people. Th,,y 
·were now propo.si11g tluu the 1\rinister 111ig·ht in 
con~efl_ ne nee of son1e ''fad" of the n1en1her~ of 
one did~ional boarrl~r,oi-;:"ibly a very ic.rnorant 
a_nd a very stnpicl "facl"-compel oth~r divi
~Hmal b_nnrds. to go to any anHmnt of. expense 
m contmnatwn of a scheme by wluch they 
wonl<l not lJenefit, a!Hl of which they knew 
nothing. They had clividcd thz, countr}' into a 
nlnpbcr of ~nwJl govenn11ent.s for ta~ing the 
resrdents, aml he thought it very unfair indeed 
tht:~t the C\lini,ter ,;]wuld hove· the power of 
forci11g a, hea.xy tax on didKions \Yithout their 
conHent. It wa'", a uwst extraordinary cln.nt>e to 
put into a Bill of that kiiHl. and he hoperl wme 
nwdific.1tion of it woulrl be nmrle by which some 
other 'wthority than the Cl! iniKter should compel 
the levying of tha.t rxtra tax. The consent of 
other divisions to the work sbould be askf,d. 
~e. ~lid not see why the ratepayer.- of sew.ral 
rh v"1ons shoulcl be taxcrlmcrely at the will of the 
l\liniRter for an ohject from wl1ich perh:cps they 
would not benefit, t:~nd of which they did not 
approve. It was opposed to the whole Rystem 
of locnl gnYerntHent. The cla,u~e rea,c1 ii1 this 
"\Yay :-

"The .:\Iinist·r may HJl11l'OYC of the plan~ and ~]Jecili
eations, or ma.\' returu them for :nnell(\ltlent. and 11WY, 
l 1 he think it ncec~.'-ntry or advi:-;ahlc that tn·ovisio~u 
shon1tl be madP fpr eontitming tllo :-:.n .. tcm of <lra:iwq;o 
1 hrov::-b anoth~r clin...,ion or otiJpr diYi::don!:'. l'f'qnirt' sw~.h 
division or div1sinns to afforct tLc ncee;o:;~.a.ry fal'ilitics for 
such continuance." 

\V ell, he wonlrlnot say it was an ahsurcl clause, 
hut he would sav this -thnt three or four did
sion~ lnig-ht be at the lllercy of a few enthusiasts 
in ono little neighl1ouring diYi~ion. 

The 1\IIXI:-\TJ~lt JC01l IYOHKS : The 
1\Iinister "TI1<ty'' approve; not "shall'' a.pproYe. 

:\lr. STK\' 1~:'\S '<Lid the rcas<m why the Bill 
\\'rt:-t iutro(h!Ct:d W:JR to cmnpel people t'o allow ~L 
dra.in to lm c:trr.ied throu[-::h their tii"d:...;ion fron1 
tJ1e divi~i()n on \Yhieh it ,,-a'"' ;-;tarted. One rea.Hon 
why dr:tin:-; were not c:lrricd. thron;;h PirnpautrL 
wn,...; 111811 whn did n()t bmwfit ln~ tllmn \ron1d 
not theut tn be 111~1de. NuppvoJ::e the dr~1i11 
was t'ta.rtcd ju one divi.'-:iOn 1 :-wd it wn~ found 
<.lJ,,..;olntel~v necc;-;stH')~ t.n (;arry the drainage through 
.i..nnther divi~itm to :-;nme outlet. how would it 
be poseible to force that dh·i.sinn to allow tlmt 
~yHtenl of dra.inagc to gn nn withnnt smne ~uch 
clnuse as that proposed? It was absolutely 
neee'''ary to the Bill that some snch clau,se should 
be in it. 

::\[r. BAILEY said it meant that one divi
sion should have the power of taxing all the 
::;urronlHling divisions for the continna,nce of ft 

Rchen1e of drain.-,ge. The facilitjes for carrying 
ont that scheme conld only be got by a tt:~x levier[ 
on the ratepayeri", and he olJjected strongly that 
<~ne diviJ.:ion slwnld haYe it in their power
throngh the :\[inister even---to 18\·y a tax upon 
the filUT0111Hling- <livi)"·>ions for any ]Jet ~cherne of 
dr.,inage. Their scbe111e of drainage n1ight be a 
good ()fie or it 1night. be a bad one, a11d the 
chanceR \VPre very 1nnch in f~1vonr of its being a 
bad one, because they were in the experimm!tal 
age. He really thought that ther·e slvmld be 
smne n1eanR by which the con~;(mt of the neigh
bouring divi:;ions Hh('uld be obtained for the con
tinna.uce of a syr-;tent of drainage, in>"tcad of 
aJlowing the resp(1n~ibility to be thrown (JH the 
l\[inister of ordering them to carry out the 
scheme. The clau>·e placed a great responRihility 
on the :\Iinister, which was utterly sulJ\·ersive 
to the principk'"l of local goverrnnen£ 

Mr. SCOTT said it appeared to him that the 
claw·;e only gave 1 lOrnli~~·don to a divh;ion to g-o 
through nnotht'l' diYi.-,ion to carry tmttheir scherne, 
and not to tax it. 

Mr. BAILEY : They must afford the necessary 
facilities. · 

Mr. f:iCOTT : That did not mean paying 
money. Jt tdrrqJ1y llH'Rnt giving incre;tsed facili
ties to ce~rry the clrain thr<llwh their land. The 
other clidsinn wa,," uot to l1~ t?.JXe(l uncler any 
pnrt nf the Bill, t:IS far as he could see ; in fact, 
the next clause ga\·e curupenKn.tinn for any 
dn.n1age do11e tr. a neighbouri11g divi:sion in 
affording facilities for the continuance of 
scheme. 

1\Ir. BAILEY s'"id clause 10 merely provided 
that the l\[iniRter cnnld rerwire any di vi, ion to 
::1fford such fa.cilitiec.;, and 1uight a1n)Oint smue 
per~on or persm1r::. to a~r:;e::-;::; the atnonnt of cmn
pensation to be p3old b:'*" one <li vi~ ion to anothtT ; 
but, aecording to the argument of the bon. lnenl
ber, the c:1.:se got even worse. It provided thaG 
onP divi~ion nlight drain on to the lands of 
private individuals in another divisi(Hl, and there 
w::ts 110 provL·don for cuulpen:::;:.ttion. 

1\lr. SCOTT : Ye,;. 

1\lr. BAI:LEY said he certainly rmcd the 
ori,sina1 elau~e 9 in thiR nutnner--that, to rneet 
the nec<=>:-;~at·y colltingellcie~ of a f.:chetne of 
dt'ainage, one divit;ion enuld carry it through 
another division; and if the people in the latter 
objected, they must spend n'oney or have their 
pro]wrt~' rniued by the dro,ina,c:·e. He rlid not 
object to the cla.w..;e if the diYisions <lg-reed to 
it ; hut. ho objected that the rc>']'Om,ibility cJwuld 
bu put on the )Iini~ter to order a division tu 
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untlert,Lke the continuance of n ~chcnw of wltich 
they 1night not approve, ::tnd \\ hich ulight be 
perfectly w<oles' to them, and perhteps detri
mental to them. 

Mr. BUCKL:,;.;-n '"'i'l lle \Yonl<l call the 
attention of the hon. nw1nl>l.\l' for \Vide Bav to 
the clan'e he lwcl refenod to. There """'' no. t>cx 
proposed to l)e lPYir·l on thP ratPpa~-C'l'tl hy th:1t 
dan"1C. Chtn:-;t~ 10 Jtro\idt:d for cotllJH.:>Jl,·CLtion tn 
he pnid by one divi:-;ion to ::t11otbcr. Hl' wonld 
refer hon. nt(nulH.::r·~; to <.:l:tn:~e 1:3, \vhich \\·a~ a~ 
followe<l :~ 

".\ny bJH1 rf'qnir(•d for (':-trryin~ ont. tile .·wiwlll(' may 
be takr·n lH 1 he ll()arrl mHlf'l' t.ltn Pnhli(' 1\'nrl~~ L nd~ 
Ri~'i\umptioti ,\_d of lHi~. and. any pvti'iOtl "·ho:1• laml is 
injnrionsly all'eet<~rt hy the work~ ::shall he entitlf'<l t.o 
compeuf'ation from Lhe hoard. to he df'terHnnPd in the 
UHtnuer proyirlf'fl by that ~\_d fOt' a~:,,.,~ in~· COlllliCH:-:a

tion." 
::1-Ir. BAILEY "tid that chm;e rn>cdc it \Ynr<;e 

aga,in, bec;:tU:'li~ the whole of the ra.tt~p:--ty._n; would 
he respon~ible for the danw.ge clone to ont~ indi
vid.ual'~ prntJorty. The ratepayer~ of '-L divi.-..imm,l 
boa,rd who \Yere not inten•-:;ted .:tG all inn, propo~etl 
f.JCh"'llle of drainage in .:1 ncig·h bmuing di\'i::-ion, 
and who objecte{l Ktrongly to it aH \·my inju1·iouN 
to thmn tn ln1ve a dntin cotning into their did
sion~tht;,"e ratep;1yor::-; would htt\'8 to 11ay the 
dau1ng·e mtu~ej to any in(lividnal's property h1 
their did,ion by ,;nch ,,chemc. \\'nnld it 
not l1e tnnch better if, in place of the re:-:pon~i
bility being put nn the Mini,;kr, there 'hnulcl he 
consent given by the different botu·ds who would 
be affected hy it tn a,n~T schmne of drain;.:ge "? He 
thought tlmt it wnnld be much Lt'tter, >end if 
they vvore to haYe locaJ goYernnH•nt let then1 
hnYe it, and nllow the hnarcl,; thcJmelYes to 
determine \Vhetber the\~ were iu fc.Lvour of a. 
sche1ne. " 

C\Ir. :\II!XiLEY 'rtid he thonght if it "'"" 
made cketrer in the cbn,;e tlmt ;ell the cost of " 
Hcheme of drainage in \\'hich a11otbr:r di,·i.-;inn 
\V:t~; not willing to particip<-tte \Yn;-; tu be borne 
by the di vi~inn tha,t nndertook the work, a11d 
that the party \Yhn r~s~e,"'sed the couqH~nf-:ation 
waR to b~:',\,l' in tniud, in uutking that CIH11]H-:1L'"a,

tion, an;· ad Y:tntage th<.tt uligl1t accnw to tht.~ 
other di vir~iuu tbronc.·h thnt !-ieht>:ne, the tlling 
wonl<l be jnot and lair. They ,]wnl<l h•t it be 
clearh~ lnHler:..;to()(l that the di\'i:-:ion whieh UIHler
took U, scheme of drailHtge would ha Ye to lJear 
the cost all through, and that, in the nnwuut of 
eonlpeu:::. ..• tion to be nw;H_·ded, :should be 
had to any ><th·>cnt>c;u that was to that 
divi~:;ion h\~ the con£inlla.tion of the sdH::llH'. 

~Ir. ST.EVEX~ Raid tlw,t, if the lwu. lnnllher 
would read cl:ume 1)) in ctmjunC'tion with the 
other cla11,e, he won le! find that the l1oard mmld 
ha,·e to 11ay conq Jew-::1tiou to anyone who wa~ 
i11juriou::.:ly affected hy ;1.uy Ficlwn\8 IJf drainage, 

.:Yir. :\LUJGLEY 'aid that wLtt hn wanted to 
lw 1nade clt-.n· in the cL_t,nse WttN, which hoard 
waR to pay cmnpen,,.ttiou to the other board. 

The l'HJOl JEH mnncl the addition nf the 
followi11g wordR to the claw;;e~-" hut at the Ax

pense neYertheles~ of the board can·ying out 
the scheme nf drainage."' 

C\Ir. J3AlLEY said that he thcnc;·ht the clause 
Rhoulcl be ca.refulty considered. One divi:-;iou 
1night drain their land:-;, to the pernl:tlH:'nt injury 
of lands in another diri·-ion, and undel' the 
dmu.;e, a.:-: he re:1..d it, the Rl eond cli ,-isional 
btxtrd wou]d. lmn~ to continne the sclJellle. 
'' .Affonling fnuilitjes •: he took to be tLe sanli~ a.-.. 
" continni11g." 

The PRE:\riEH: J3nt it ic; at the f'<]>ense of 
the other bn<trd. 

J\Ir. lL\1LEY said he h:u! no fnrth·T ohjPC'· 
tion if the aHJenduu:mt l'l'HllY 11H:·t the ca.-1e he 
hatl pnt. ·· 

The I'ltl::\llEE: It coYer" it entirely. 

..:\nu~nflrnent agreed tn; nnd clau:-.:e, as anlt'lllletl, 
put ancl 11a:;;:-;ed. 

l\fr. ;\"() J{'f()): H<liLJ tJmt he wnnJd Hll~gest 
to the lwn. lllt>Illl1er in eharg·e of the BilL tlwt 
pnl\:i:-don slwnld be rnade i11 a. new clansA th:~t a 
t li"" i~ional ho:u·d lHight tLppeal fron1 tl1c on1cl' to 
afford f:t:~ilitier-; for cnrrying- out n MC1H'!Ue of 
draina;..;·f' cmllll:lcnced h,\- a1wtllPr divi:--ionn1 bnard. 

The Pit E\ri EI-~: Th('y won1d not 1l:t.\'e to 
p:nT for it. lt won]rl lH! t'Jnite nnnt:ct~H~ary. 

Cla\1:->(-' 10 --'' \JinL-;tPr m;ty a.ppoint v::duc1tor 
\1-lH'l'l' :-;clwntn uxb'n1kd"' -p:l·~ed n:-; printed. 

( }n clanc-:e 11. as folio\\·.~ :-
" H the .:\Iini:-:1f'r apprmT:-- of tl1c pl:m~ a1!11 ~ '( e·;:~·a. 

tion~· 0r n.uwn<led plan.-: and t'pceitkatinn.;;. the Cnloni:tl 
Tn:·t:-:nrC'r m·ty a1hanf'c to the llUal'cl, bY w:ty nf 
loan, ''Ht of any JHoney~ avail:lble for tbat the 

moneY fm· earn·:n~ out tllf' ' 
lo:m he (~ane~l a ~J18t~ial loan, and 
:-~hi(' in tl!lrty unrlr1· the 11rovi."'ious of 
Yrorks Loa11:-: " 

The COLO:\"IAL THEASt~lmH ,'<cicl be 
wislw·<l to in~ert a f 1• w \Ynnl'"i at the end of tbe 
clau,e :-"The Ctll<mial Treasnrer uuty ded.nct 
or re~ a in, frolll an.v nwneys pay;tlJle to the l)rtE!tTl 
hv 'Y:LP nf endownH'llt unclt:'l' the :·mid .Act, tbc 
aluontlt of a.11~~ :m1·:ud iu~b1lnu:nt ~o re]ln):rLlJle." 
H-e thought it only ri!..:ht thctt the Trea . ..;nry 
:-;hoq]d he prt~teeted, and tha.t the anllnal in..-tal
UJent:-:; ~lwn]d be ~t charg,j on the general revenue 
of the lloarcl. 

..::\.nl~'lHhueut n,~-reed to. 
~[r. XOI:CTO:N b.cid th>ct :trncwlnlont 1\·onl<l 

a{feet nt}F'r ratc•pa} .;n; than those intcre~ted in 
the drainage qne:-;tinn ; and if al1 the ratepayer:-; 
wert>- liable for t.he expcn.-;e it rnight can-.;e Yt~1·y 
Rerion~ ohje!_'t.ion~ to l)e raised to any draina.t.::e 
heing cnrriecl on at a1l. He thonght th[tt tlw:-:e 
hellefite<ll':V the schemo should alone he re'prm
:-:;il_~le for the e:..::peu:-:e. 

The COLOXL\ L Tl~EASl~HEft "·id he 
thought it wuuld have a \'ery benetieial tjffect, :·LR 

divi-.:i~mallJoan[.s wonlrl ht": rllore 1ike1vto cmhi.der 
well the uecr.:,~.-;ity or propriety of Pivltt;riu.~ upon 
an undPrtaki1lg' if the \Yhole nt their erulow1LU'llt 
\n.:re plt~dg·t->.d tn the Trr:\~Urt'l' to "·ecnre repay
lllPnt of the int~ n·~t. The hm1. llJt'lll ber for 
Port Cnrti~ was tw doubt awm·e that he inh'1H1ed 
tn introduce a -.:nh..::t:qnent ~~.nJencluH"nt 1n·ovidir1g 
that those rate:-; .:-;hould not carry eudqwnwnt; 
and n~ there 'i\'as no e1Hhnnnent accruing·, there 
\Vou1rl. be no ~('enrity tq the Trea;.;ure1· in :~cl
ntncing tlH"H' R\H:?-cial lonrm nnleRK 1·ecured in 
exi~ting- elldnwJnent·~. }{e thought. jt was only 
ri•.dJt to protect tht• ,..rrea~~nry, and to give the 
di \·i:..:ion:1l ho<lrd~ n feeling of rr'~ ponsibility in 
connection with the \York. 

Ulau:-;e. a:..; ~Ln1cncled~ tmt and pa~;-;cd. 
The COLOJ\"L\1, TH EASU llEH s.-cid he hncl 

a 118\V cbn:->e to propo!-'e before clause 1~. l~ncler 
the Act., the 1 JOlTO\\'iH:::,;· }J0\\'81':-; of boarclf' were 
1iulited, :nHI llllle>'~ :-:.t 111e exunptinn \Yerc umde 
the boards WPnl<l fin<! thetll"'h·e,; fetttTed in 
obtrdning· frmn the Go\'ernnwnt a :-mffic.:it>llt 
an1oU11t of nwney tn cnrry on thE' \York. l-:-nder 
the 78th cl;<n,e of the prineipal Act the nwneyK 
to be mhance·l by loan~ 
"~hall not in the aggregate C'"Xf'HJ(l a capi1al amonnL 
tile int.nest npon which at. fiYt' JlfT {'Clltmn per :.lllllll1ll 

:--hall he equal to r1n mnomtt rf'Jln ":ol'ntcd lJy tllc net 
n'YC'lllW ykldt-•(l by work~ au1l ~erYk('~ preYinH:--1y earnc1l 
ont on loan in tlw llivi:--ion. adtlc<l to tlu::: antount of rate~ 
aetnally collected in sneh divi)o;ion t'or the year thcnl:u;t 
pa~t.'' 

He tlwnC'ht tl1at kans for ,<pecial clrainarre pnr
po;es should be excluder[ from that limitation. 
He mmld mo\"e th.,t the following new clnuse be 
iJ.snrtn1l after eLl'''" 11 :~ 

'l'1w :mtmmt of au\' snd1 loan ~hall n0t 1>e hl\el'i 
jntc, f'Oll~Hlera1ion in ~t'tnuatiug tile mummt that Hl~!Y 
lH~ l'hargl'(l 1 y tlH~ ho:11·d nncler the }ll'OYisiou~ of the 
smtl Act relating to loans to diYL~ional hoard~. 



1344 DivisionaL Bo,mls, E'tc., Bill. [.AJ:lS:E:\iBLY .J .Ll£aJ•gboruug/,, Etc., Railway Bill. 

Jl.fr. STEVJ~~S so,id he wno< quite J>repo,red 
tn a.crt']'t the }H'01H)b8d new claui:ie. ln iutnKlncing 
the Bill, he st,1ted tho,t it wa" not the "ciF me of 
the lHP~tsnre tt> put the country tn a.ny expeuse; 
hut that those who were benefited were con teat to 
bea.r the whole of the expen~e. But whcru <u 
sy~tmn of draina{!,d was c:Lrrietl through Crown 
bnr!s. and those bnch; were rend end vctlu::.blt to 
the C}overnnwnt, ::Jo1nethin~ ought tn he puid by 
the (i-ovel'Illlwnt. Thn,t \V<mld be putting the 
cnnntry to nn C'Xpense, llccau;:;e it \Vunlll itwre:L:-Je 
the Yalue of the lands owncJ by the Uruwn. 

~fr. G H.L\lES a~ ked \1-hPther the ~pecial rab:>< 
\Vere not t() rt-Y·'i ve ::tuy enduwnwlit? 

The COLOXIAL TllK\.SCHElt sairl he 
ntendecl to 11wve an atnendment to th·· cifeut 

th:tt they should mrry no ondrHvmcut. 

::'llr. GHIMES sairl that no money could be 
Sl>ent to better nd_, a.uta.ge thctn iu draining laud, 
and he hoi>ed the Colonial Treaomer would not 
pre~8 Huch a,n rtlllC'1Hhnent. 

The COLOXIAL TRI£.\.SUHER sai<l he w:ts 
not prepared at the prt>Dent tin1e to connnit tht· 
rrrea.snry to any nxpencliture in connection with 
the Bill. P-ither on account of t;;udowuleut or of 
the iiHJ;rnvmnunt uf a.ny Crc."Wll la,llLh Jraiued 
under ib; provisions. 

New clause put :mclpas."ed. 

On clan •8 l:l, as follows :-
"For the pnrpo~e of ('arrying out :-:nrlt sc-iu:_~lllP the 

board. it::; ollieer~. workmcll, Hlld ·~~ l'\ant~. ~llall hctve 
power to enter on :1ny la lid <tlHl t-o hreak the :::.Hrfaer', 
ex(~ .• vatP. and do all nf'<', ssary work in eonnoc.tion with 
constrw·tion or otherwise." 

Mr. JlUCKLA:-<ll "'id the c' moe wonld be 
rnost arbitrary if pa:-,-mcl in it,"i Jn·c~ent ,..,lwve. ~\_ 
Jnan 111ight lu:t.ve a vu.lua!Jle crop, tLIH1 the bo;trd 
n1ight euter on hi~:; ln.ncl and da.umge th:t,t crop 
without gi\"ing notice. }{e InoYed that the 
clawe be amenrlerl by the n.cldition of the wordo, 
"after giving fnnrteen dny~,· notice of their in
tention to do ~n tu the owners or occu1 icrH of 
such lo,nd." 

_Anwndnwnt a,grccd to; and clause, asa,mcndc(l, 
jJUt and paooed. 

On clan,e 13, '" follows :-
"Any lnnll ri-',_Jnircd for earrying ont tlie sehcrnc 

may b · tal\:en by the lJOard niHier the Publle n-orks 
l1;mcls Rr-,nmptiou _\et or 1871-l. and an,·Jwr~on 
lnncl is injnrionsly aifcete1l by the \YOrks ::::halllK' {~nt it It 
to eompem ... "Lti()ll from tile hoard. to lJc dctrrmi!w l"iu 
tlw mamwr lll'OYi1lcd lJy that Aet for a.-.;..;e~:-;ing- ('Olll

peu~ation." 

1\rr. G lli:HJ<::=l sai<l the clanoe prrwi<!ed for 
Ctllllpen~LLtion t.o the owner~ of lands re:-3111ned, 
but he did not see that it prcviclecl for cmn
]Jmu.;ation ill the ca,se of clanwge done b,y drainat;e 
workti. 

"'IIr. :'\TEVEXS so,id the words "injuriously 
o,ffectecl" applied to C<LS8S in which dmiwge was 
done. 

1\Ir. RGCKLAKD o,skrrl whether the Pnbiic 
\Vorks Lands J-te:;;urnptiou _.e\ct prnvid('!l for 
cmn1Jen~ation for injury to cn)p.Y or bnilding~ '! 
The word:::; "injHl'ionsly atfectecP' in the cL~u~~ 
only referred to the land. 

The l'l~E:\1 IE n replied that the lOlst chll''" 
of the Pnhlie \Vork~ Lc1.nd~ lt!~ mmption ~.\_et 
provided thnt in ca,-;es whcrt~ the com·trnct.ing 
authority entered on :cny laucl they must p:ty for 
injury to crops or anything else tqJon it. 

Mr. Bl7CKL_\.::\1) so,id tlmt, that l1eing- so, he 
had no further objection to offer to the elause. 

Chuse put o,nd pased. 

Clau,;e H-" A_ speci:cl mto on all propertic' 
beuefited "-pa~oe<l a, J•rinted. 

On cbuso lil, as follows :·-
"Knelt ~pe:~ial rate ~hall he paid nnd borne b:v the f.mme 

Jll:,·:-;ons. atd the proeCG(liug~ for tlt'J reeovery tl1ere1,f 
~hnll he the -;:Lme, a:5 in the case of rate~ m~Hle uudcr 
the :-:~L"id ..\._(_'1:-<." 

The COLO::\IAL TREASUitEE nHwed that 
the following word8 be c:tllJed to the clatu":le~" Xo 
rnone;.~ ~hall be pa.y:tble to the board by wa.y of 
t-:\JHlowment in n ~:peet of :tny sneh ~pecial rate~." 
The lwn. 1uernber for ( )xh;y had. called attention 
to that matter jn't noW, and h:ccl defended the 
cl:_Li1W:i of the l1oard to an e1ulowiJtent on special 
rates. Ko dolll,t the work to be dnno wonhl 
be utn~t 1Yneficial, lJut if the (~ovcnnnent were 
to pay the ~Latntol'y endowruent on the speeial 
mte it would simply me:cn tho,t two-thirdH 
of the amount of loan to bo expended for the 
purpose~ of the ..:\et wnnld be an ah_-;olnte gift 
frmn the Govenunent. The chief rrlCrit claimed 
for the Bill, when it w<ts introcluced by the hon. 
rne11tl1or for Logrt.n, wn-; th<Lt it \Vonld uot eHtaH 
any ch~trge on thP State, a.s the locdities to be 
henefited lJy dr:.tin.~:;n were prepared to uudur
tnko the re!::lpnnr:dbilit.y· and cost of the work. 
'fh,1t was the principle on which the Bill com
JneJHh<l itself to th,; J-[on.-;e and the G·overnnwnt. 
ltad it been placed btJore the 1-Tou::-:e in any 
other f'ha,pe, he shoul(l have snid th:tt it was a. 
Inatter for the G-oYenunent to undertake and 
dc:cl with. 

An1endmcnt ngreetl to; and chtuse, as un1ended, 
po,ssed. 

Cl<tusc 113-" Short titlc"--and ['rc-aml,Je, l'"'' -;ed 
as printf'(_l. 

On the motion oi ::\lr. :'\TEVR::\S, the 
CIL\IIDI.\:\" left the ch<lir, and reported the Bill 
to thi:i 1-Ionso with awenduwnts. 

Hepnrt o,dopterl, o,nd the third re:tding of the 
Billuwde an Ont·r of the Day for Tue~·.day next. 

JIL\.HYBO!lOl~GH AND FRANG.AN HAIL 
\YAY HTLL-COi\DllTT_KK 

On the motion of ::'11r. FOXTOX, the House 
went into Cmuruittee of the \Vhole to cousitlet· 
thi,; llill in detail. 

"'llr. l<'OXTOK moved tlmt the preo,mblc be 
postponed. 

::'llr. ARCHER oaid he was not o,ware wheLher 
it w<es the ca,e ur not, but he had he:>rd it "tatecl 
th~tt the hon. gcntlernau lvho \"\'as rondncting the 
Bill throngh the Hon~e wa~ the legal adYiser 
of tlle \leruon Coal arH1 Ra.i1\Yay Cmnpany, 
Lirnited. lf sneh was the case, tLccording to 
Ent.;'lish ParlianHmtm·y rule'\ the hnu. 111e1nber 
conld not possibly pa,;..; the Bill through the 
Hmu.:e. }fc \V<t~ not aw;tre y;hethcr the htm. 
member wao< the lego,l :tdviser of the company or 
not. 

The PHE:\IIER : The hon. member said, in 
lll!lVing the 1-iCcon'.l ron,ding of the Bill, that he 
waK in no wa,y interested in it. 

Mr. :FOXTOX "'icl he Htate<l <lio<tinctly in 
1noYing the HCC()nd rending of the Bill that he 
had no i:nteretit in it whatever. 1-Ie was 
nnt the le adviser of the eon1pauy ; and in 
bet he YlP\ er saw the Biil until he w:1s '"ked tn 
take charge of it. He ho,cl newr even hee~rd of it 
until then. 

Quec;tion put and paoscd. 
On clau.-;e l, a::; follow . ...; :-
,, In thir~ .\et tlw stWt'ral worfls and cxprc:-"-iOllS to 

wllid1 meaning-.-; are H~'"·ig-nt':i hv the PnlJ!ic "rorks L~m1ls 
Requnption Aet or 18/H, lier0in extended and made 
applic:LblP to the nnclertakiug berelJ~r authorised, lJaYo 
the :;;a: te rf'"\l1eetiYe meaning'"', unlc~s there be some
thing- in tit.._: subject or contuxt repugnant to such 
con~trnetiou :-

Tl!C cxprr;<,.:;ion 'the company· means' t.hc V(~rllOn 
Coal and Rc1ihvay Company, Limitu1l,' and atJ,V 
per:-.lll! or pt·r:-:.oHs or corpor:tte body c_tutlwri~ed 
by the1n. 
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The cxprc~~ion · railw:ty' or ' line' means the 
~cveral line~ of railway branches. stations, 
a,nd works thereon, or connActect. therewith, 
authorised by this Act to lJc con~tructetl, main
tained. or n:;;'ed. 

The expresRion 'undertaking·· means the several 
lines of railway antl branches, and all stations, 
wharves. buiidings. Cl'Crtions, and works con
structed by or nece~sary for the purposes of 
the compan.v. 

The expression 'the saitl A et' meanf.i. the I>nhlic 
\\'arks Lands Resnmpt.ion Act of 1878. 

'l'he expreRsion 'the 1Iinister' means the ~eeretary 
for Pnblit~ "'arks or other 1Iinh;terof the Crown 
charg-ed \Vith the administration of the Railway 
Acts in force for the time being. 

The expres~ion 'engineer· means an inspecting 
engineer ttppointcd by the :Jiinister. 

The exprt'"lSion ·toll' inelndts any rate, eharg'o, or 
other vaymcnt for any passenger. animal, ear
rittge. goocls. merclm.ndise, a.rticles, matters, or 
things conveyed on the line. 

rrhe expression 'goods' indmlcs goods of eVCl'Y Cles
cription conveyed on the railway. 

The exprew~ion 'Crmvn lands' means all lands 
vested in Iler 1Iaje:::;ty whkh are not, for the 
time being. snbject to a.n~' dred of grant, lease, 
contract, promise, m· engagement macle by or 
on behalf of Her :Jfajesty, m· sitw1ted within 
the limits of any proclaimed goldfield, and all 
land::- comprised in any pastoral lease which are 
hy law subject, for the time being, to rescrva,
tion, selection, or alienation." 

:\Ir. l<'OXTO~ sctid he had an amendment to 
rnove in the clause, in pursuance of a recmn
mendation made bv the Select Committee to 
whom the Bill had been referred. It was to 
imert the words between the 4th and 5th 
pnra.graphs :-

rrhe cxprcs~ion "main line of railwns" means the 
line of r;dhvay from the junction with the :Jiary
horough and l~nrrum Railway at a point .:;even 
miles, or thereabouts, from ::\laryborongh to 
Frangan, a.nci also the mineral loov-line com
mencing on the said .:\laryborou~h anrl Bunmn 
R·ailway at a point t\velve miles twenty-four 
ehains, or therc'~tbouts. from :JiarylJorough, nnd 
terminating on the said Government snrveyed 
line h:nmvn as the Pialba survey at <L point four 
mile:"i thirty-nine chains, or thereabouts, frmn 
its juncLiou with the said ::\Iaryborongh and 
Burrnm Railway, as shown upon the deposited 
11 l:ms anrl sections. 

He might mention that the loop-line, which hon. 
members would probably have seen indicated on 
the map hanging outeide the bar, was not one of 
the lines originally proposed to be at once con
structed by the company, but it was a line that 
they proposed to take power to construct at any 
future time upon the plans and book of reference 
being approved of by both Houses of Parlia
ment. But the Select Committee thought that, 
as the line was principally for the purpose of 
opening ll[' the Burrum coal trade, and estab
lishing communication with deep water at 
1J rangn.n, it was only just and fair that the 
loop-line should be included as a portion of the 
railway the compftny were compelled to construct 
under the Bill before they received any grant of 
land. That seemed to be a fair proposal; and 
the explanation given by Mr. Rawlins, the 
engineer of the company, before the Select 
Committee as to why the loop-line was 
not made a portion of the scheme of the 
main line of railway, was that he had only 
so recently surveyed the loop-line that he was 
unable, when the Bill was prepared and drafted, 
t<> inchHle it, and give the necessary particulars. 
However, the Select Committee thought it desir
able that it should be included, and hence his 
reaKon for moving the arnenchnent. 
~\mendment agreed to; and clause, as amended, 

put and passed. 
Chube 2-" i:lhort title,.--put antlpm;sed. 
On cla.nse 3, a,s fnllnw ,') :--
"The compan:' r-hall be entitlerl. t(l pn.rcha.:F; 1 at the 

rnce of thirtpshilling:; p :r acrf' ;:npr Cro·11m LLnd::. in t.be 
Burrum Co:.tl L Jl;l Rt•J:Jc;..iu;,, not l·.xcGactme ono thousau,t 
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acres, to be selected by or on behalf of the eompany, 
within six months after the passing of this Aet. in one 
block or in two blocks of nine hundred and sixty acres 
and forty acres respectively: l'rovided that the boun
dary of such blocks shall, as llNtrly a.s the natural 
features of the country and the adjacent boundaries 
will allow, be et1uilatoral and rectangular.'' 

Mr. ARCHEE said he would like to hear 
from the Government what view they took of 
the matter-whether they intended to accept 
the clttuse without amendment. He did not 
wish to interfere at all with the progress of the 
Bill if the Government hacl made up their minds 
that they did not intend to take exception to it. 
But he really thought that the Government ought 
to give an expreHsion of opinion as to whether 
they were satisfied with the clause or not. 

The PREMU:R said that if the hon. gentle
man had been present at the second reading of 
the Bill he would have heard the Government 
express their opinion upon the matter. 

Mr. ARCHER said they did not express their 
opinion upon the different clauses of the Bill. 

The PREMIER said they expressed their 
approval of the scheme generally. The question 
as to whether the company should be allowed to 
purchase the land was considered by the Govern
ment before the Bill was introduced. Of course 
the proposition was made to the Government, 
and carefull,v consi1lered; and, under the cir·cum
stances that it was practically the only concession 
the company asked, they thought it was deoir
able to allow it. The land was not worth more 
than 5s. per acre, except for mineral purposes. 

Mr. :MIDGLEY said he was so nnfortunate 
as not to be present on the second reading of the 
Bill. He httd hoped to be able to discuss it as a 
Bill which was not under the special approval 
or sanction of the Government, and with the 
greatest freedom. He agreed with the Bill so far 
as he had been able to examine it, but it was still 
open to criticism, perhaps of an objectionable 
kind. He thought the price put upon the 
land was very insufficient. His objection to the 
clause mio-ht perhaps in a great measure be 
removed if he were informed that the land was 
open to anybody at the smne price-that was, 
that it had been open as agricultural land or 
mineral land, at the same price to anybody else. 
He wished to ascertain that from the gentleman 
who had charge of the Bill, or from anyone who 
could give the information. 

Mr. FOXTON said he could inform the hon. 
member that the land was at one time open to 
selection, so far as he could ascertain from 
the records of the Lands Office, but was not 
selected; and when the Bm·rum Railway was 
constructed that land was withdrawn from 
selection, and was known as the Burrum 
Coal lleserve. Portions of that had been 
surveyed, and put up to auction at the upset 
price of 30s. per acre-portions which, he under
stood, were snppnsed to be coal-bearing. No 
bids were made for them at auction, and they 
remained now open for selection to anyone who 
liked to pay the upset price of 30s. per acre. 
That referred only to certain surveyed portions 
of the Bnrrum Coal Heserve. The land referred 
to now was proposed to be taken from unsur
veyed portions, and he had no doubt that if the 
Government were asked they would survey other 
portions of the reserve, and put them up ttt the 
same price. But if that were done there would 
be competition, and the company would be sub
jected to what he considered very unfair com
petition in carrying out their project, which would 
certainly assist in developing the resource,; of the 
cmmtry. People w•mld mtturally try to make 
1noney out of the ueceHsities of t.he cmupauy. 

:;\[l·. BL I CK :,aid he would a3k the hon. geu. 
tleman what war, the area of the coal reserve: 
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Mr. }'OXTOX sai<l he had no idea of the 
nnn1ber of acreH ; but it was a re:-;erve five n1i.les 
on each side of the Bnrrnm Railway, and, tnkmg 
Howarc! as the termim1s, it. encircled it to the 
distance of five miles outside. \Vhat the area 
was he did not. know. It commenced near the 
junction of the Pialha surveyed line, as shown 
in the map ontRide. \Vhat the area. '.va1':l, 'Y<~s 
simply a matter of calculation. It was five. nnles 
on each side, allll according to the map d1d not 
extend withi11 six or seven miles of JHnrybnrough. 

Mr. BLACK said he Ull<!erstood that the 
company had six months within which to select 
their 1,000 acres. He took it that they would he 
allowed to select that area on any part of the 
reserve. 

Mr. FOXTO::\: Yes. 
Mr. BLACK said the public, directly the 

Bill paf3:·md-knowing there was to be a railwny 
constructed, and the lnnd wa,s open to ~electio_11 
ttt the upset price-would want it. \Vould 
they he allowed to go in :1nd seleet at that upset 
price of 30s. per acre, or did the Governme11t 
intend to withdraw those lmllb from selection 
until the company had ma<le their selection, so 
aH to protect them fmrn competition ? Directly 
the public fonnd th,1t the Bill was pas,ed, and 
there was to i.Je a railway, those selectimm which 
'vere now open at the np~et price wonlcl be taken 
up. He wished to know whether the gene_ral 
public \Vonld have a general nght of Relectlon 
over the whole a.ren, or whether the l+oYernnlent 
intended to with<lrawthe whole of the !ami from 
selection until the comnanv h:tcl made their 
selections ? " ' 

The MINISTEJC Fog LA::\DS said the 
area of the land with<lrawn from ,eJection was 
supposed to be n,bont 40,000 acres, ,;peaking from 
n1en1ory. It wa~ not open to :-~election ; and the 
company re<tnired to select 1,000 acres ont of 
that for their operations, at :30s. per acre. The 
rest of the land would he dealt with, of cou"e, 
by the Government in >111)' way; they did not 
bind them,;el ves to keep it slmt up. All the 
company asked wa,; 1,000 acres out of tlutt 40,000 
:1~i'BS, a~Hl they wonl(l have the clwice of that 
1,000 acres out of the lot. 

l\lr. BLACK said he wonld ask the :\[inister 
for Lands whether he was not departing from the 
strong convictions he held a,; to the inadvis:1bility 
of granting freehold land at :1!1 in the colony? 

The :::llLi'IISTER FOH L.\:NDS said he 
certainly should not penuit it, in certain caRe~. 
But he could not understand the possihilit\~ of 
a.ny cmupan,r nnderta,king the pxpenditure of 
such an muount of 1nonev in the con~trnction 
of a railway, vYith all the attendant expeuKes, 
unleo.;s they were secured in possession of a 
certain area of land which was likelv to com
pensate them for their outla:\". That seemed to 
be a nec~..-Hity for any lllfl.ll r-:pending a large 
mnount of 111mwy. ~-\:-; a, general thing, it wonld 
not be desirable for the Government to part with 
the land absolutely. They wnuld deal with those 
as lands which would pay a rent proportionate 
to their value as coal lands her,-after. 

Mr. FEHG l"~O::\ said the company, -"' far 
as he could 1-\ee, had not aNked_ a :-;ingle conce~~ 
sion in the whole of the Bill. They were pre
pared to pay for whatever lanrl they obtaiuec! at 
the rate at which it was open to other people to 
take it up, nud the hwl they U->e<l for the con
struction of the line al....;o, ttt a. price deci(led upon 
bv the U-o\·ernruent. Th<~re wn~ 11r1t a sinp;le 
c;;nce . ..,:-;ion a,o.;ked through tht-; whnlt> of the Bill, 
and the lJI'OlllOtt~r:-; were ready to expend n, hwge 
:-:u1n of nwne~· in de.\.t'lnping- tlw cnnntr~·. 
Xot.hing objectinnahlc ct~uld l1n ftmiHl i11 :LliY (If 
the cbnses. 'T'll<Lt bnd wa.s <>pen "t tlw 1 wchent 
time, i.lllU <Lll,Yull~ cvn!J <iV J.nd :;elect frull! it. 

The :::IIL\~TSTm~ FOH LAl\'DS : ~o; it h>ts 
,-,,]] been withclmwn. 

Mr. l<'ERGUSUJ'\ >:tid the l>tnd could not 
have been \vithdrawn fnnn ~election vmy long 
ago. He hoped, however, that the C+:lYermner~t 
would ngain thro'v it OJ )en to selec.twn, an~l If 
they did thev would do wlmt he considered nght 
for ·the country aiHl for the people. 

Mr. BLACK said he did not ag,.ee with the 
hon. mBinlJer fnr Hockhatnpton ,,·heu he h<-lid 
no concession,; were asked for in the Bill. He 
thouuht there v;as a very con;.;itlerable con~eb."-'ion 
asked for. They had just p>tsse<l a La.nd Bill, ],y 
which no one conld select lantl and obtam the 
freehold of it under ten vears, whereas the cmu
pany were to be allowed to get a freehold. at 
once. He waR o·Jad to hear the explauatwu 
o·iYen jnst now 

0 

by the ~:Iiui:-:;ter for Lands, 
~nd he r1uite agr"eecl with what the hem. 
o-entleman said. It amounted to this: If 
~ny \Veal thy citizen can1e into. the cnl<my, ar~(l 
introduced and expended cap1tal--natnrally m 
the hope tlmt he mmld derive ><on.;e benefit ~rom 
it himself, hut also, at the ,;ame tnue, henefitmg 
the country at large-lie would be welc(~lue, and 
Rpecial cnnce::;sinns would be rnade to lnn1. Ho 
was ,·ery gl~d to henr that the _tiovennnent-and 
thf'= pre:-;eut ( }nvennneut e~pecw1ly~ha<l come to 
that conclusion. 

Mr. I\IIIlGLEY said th<' impressio11 of the 
horJ. rne1uber for ..l\lackay with l'e1:)'ard to this 
Bill was the impresilion he hac! with regard 
to it. He thought the Eill contained tmme 
Yerv valuable coucession.'-'. The hon. Uielll
her' for :\Iackay had ]Jointed out that the 
cmnpany would be phtcecl in a po::;ition to get ~be 
freehold of that mineral land; and he wonld pm ut 
nut further that they need not make up their 
nrinf1.s a.bnut it for a I~eriotl of :·dx tuonths. They 
wonl<l ,~o testino· tlw. laud to pick out that which 
would ~it thm;7. They committed them,;ehes 
to nothing. anrl tbey sub,cribetl very little 
capitul. He thonght. it umst bP ach~1itted. that 
very valuable conce:-"l'n1H were conta1ned _In the 
Bill. He shonlcl like to know whether It was 
rendered impemtiv-e by au,· clm:se in the Bill 
th:1t the 1 •roposed line should nm throngh tho'e 
eortl ><elections, or was it to be left optiomtl with 
the cnrr1pany to run their line in ::tny other direc
tion? 

i\Ir. FOXTOX said the line wao bonnd to nm 
within the line,; of deviation nmrked on the 
plans lying on the t>tl1le of the Huu,;e. The 
company Il1iD"bt select their D()Q <-lCl't'tl. awl thmr 
40 acre:-;· ont ~f any portion nf tlw J3lH'l'lllll Coal 
Resene. The bJ,;ck,; of land they selected and 
purclmsed under the Bill might be nt a distance 
of three or four 1niles, or eYen nwre, from :1ny part 
of the rail vmy. The )Jrobability W"->i th:1t if thev did 
it \\"()uld 11ecet;t-.itat~ the cmul'a,ny bnilditig <.Lnnth8r 
line of railwnv to comm1mic:1te with their land. 
He could not" Hee that there ww" anything very 
dreadful in the fact of the lan<l not heiug in 
actual contact with the line of milway. If, after 
proNpecting and sinkiug shaft;.;, they f('Ulld th<.tt 
the lJe.,t place for them to select l.aud was at <1 

distcmce from the line, the prnbab1hty wa., that 
before lon()" they \\'Onld connect it with another 
line. Th,;'v haJ the {JO\Hlr giv·e11 under the Bill 
to d() that, "l1l)On the J )Inn:-: mid H! )ec_i Hcati(Hld 1 1eing 
npproved by both Houses of P11rlmmcnt. 

The C.liXIWl'EH :FOJc WOHl\}) ,;aiel the 
ohiections taken t:) the clanse h~Ml a great deal of 
th~ •' dog in the Inan.~·er" :-:t~~Ie abo'lt them. T}w~v 
h:vl a. ,-aluahle cmtl depn..:it nn the Bnyn1m) :tnd 
it wa.:-: lvi11o· tlwrl~ perfectl.Y 11.:-:elc·""• a~ 1t reqmn:d 
a l:.Lrge~ :w~nnnt nf ~a1 )it<l I in de\ e]nJ • it. Tht~ 
(~o\·ernnlcnt thong·ht it <L \Try g"tHHi thin;..:- l,t) 

ab iol the colllp:wy who prupu 0d tu lmilcl a 
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rail"'"'Y to deep water for the export of that c'ml, 
l1ecause they thoug"ht it would prove very bene
ficial not only to the district, but to the colony, 
The hon, ;;'entlenutn g'ot up and split straws about 
1,000 acres of land ; he would like to know 
what use the land was until the coal was brought 
to the surface? The company also proposed 
to erect :-;n1elting work;-; for ::::melting ore. They 
had been engaged in fnnelting ore horn 1nines in 
Queensland, in JYielbomne, but they had to buy 
coal there at a high rate. They now proposed to 
open up a line on tlw Burrurn aud build a railway 
to deerJ water, where the coal could be shipped 
at once, without having fir:;t to be shipped in 
punts and b>trges. The company proposed to do 
aU that without a single sixpence of cost to 
the country, and yet hon, members got up and 
wa.ntod to know about. this concession and that 
concession, when they were getting no concession 
a,t all. He suppo,ed the comprmy expected to 
make a profit out of it, or they would not under
t,tke the work. If the hon. member for J<'a"oifern 
had been present during the debate on the second 
reading of the Bill he would not have objected 
to it. The Bill had been referred to a select 
connnittee, who had gone through it carefully, 
and nuttle a good n1an;\.,. a.rnerH1rnents in it. :Yio:-;t 
of those aruen(hnents the G-overnrnent were 
prepared to accept, with the exception of that 
dealing- with the right of the Government to 
purchase the works at the end of a certain number 
of yettrs. \Vith the exception of that amend
ment, the Government 11·ere prepared to accept 
the Bill. 

:\Ir. AXXE.Ul sttid the offer of 30". per acre 
wa~ n very fair one indeed. He was very v,;ell 
acquainted with the land ; and if the company 
carried out what they proposer! to do in the 
Bill they would be benefactors to the colony, 
if they g-ot the land for nothing'. He did not 
know th:.tt there were n1any concessions asked 
for in the Bill, but he' hoped it wonlcl 
he carefnlly considered, and that they wonlcl 
re~erve rights existing in connection with the 
railwa,y~-5 of the colony-the right of crossing 
the line, lLnd the right to run other lines of rail
wa~· into the cnmpany's property, At Pialba, 
for instance, the Poison people might decide 
to have a line of railway by-and-by, and that 
right should be reserve<!. In speaking upon the 
HPCOlH.l reading, the hon. rnernber for llock
hmnpton :Jtated that he (l\Ir. Annear) was 
frightened about :.\Iaryborongh, if that line 
were constructed to deep water. He was not 
the leaot frightened about l\Iaryborough. He 
was not half as frightened rtbout l\Iary borough 
as the hon. member was ,about Hockhampton. 
He had been pleased to henr the hon. gentleman 
give .'-:iuch a good account of the Burnun coal. 
They all knew what a beautifnlmineral district the 
submbs of Rockhampton formed, For twenty 
or thirty miles round J[,,ckharnpton they had 
one of the finest mineral districts in the colony, 
and he hoped that when the time came the 
hon. g·entleman would assi,t to have that 
coal from the Burrum l1rought to Rock
hampton by the coaNt>tl milw>ty. There w>ts 
no doubt na.ture had given Gla.rh;tone grand 
gift:J. Glaclstone, no douLt, was the natural port 
of Rockhampton; and hetrustetl the hon. member 
for Port Curti~ would a.ssif.;t other hon. rnen1-
Lers to put "stop to that wasteful expenditure 
that had been going on in the colony for the last 
twenty ortwenty-twoyears. 'l'hou,"tnds of pounds 
vi·ere being spent annnnJly in trying to rnake the 
] 1,itzroy Hi ver whn,t it never would be---ana vignble 
river, There wr" no doubt tlmt the time won le! 
cmne 'vhen (~Jad:--tone won1d ha.ve her dne. ~\..~ 
fur the :\Jary R]\~81' 1 n:ttnre had done Kt' 1nneh 
for it that jt rerpJired "'t=',J'Y little in~prrn·entent 
by arti-tir..:ial 11lf"l1l'-', . .\ \ t~ .. ,d •lrawi!l:; 17 fe~t 
2 inchc" uf w;cter ''""' n• w berth et! ,it the 

Maryborough wharf, and that circumstance 
spoke well for the Mary lliYer. He hoped the 
tim~ was not far distant when Gladstone woultl 
receive tha.t justice which had been ~o long' 
denied her : tb'e port was one of the best in the 
colony ant! 'was almost equal to Port .Jackson, in 
?I ew Sonth \Vales. Heferring again tll :Vlnry· 
borough, he '""" sure that when they had their 
railways macle 'md the back districts opened up 
the town would go on and prosper, and he could 
also say this-that there had been no waNteful 
expenditure in in1proving their river ; and that 
was more than the member for Rockhmnptoll 
could claim for the Fitzroy. 

Mr. J<':B;RGUSOX said he hoped very soon to 
see works erected at Rockhampton similar tn 
those proposed to be established by the V ernon 
Coal and Railway Company, and he hoped also 
to see B urrmn coal burned to a much larg-er 
extent in the Hockhampton district than in the 
Maryborough district. He was quite sure that 
before long, for every ton consumed at Mary
borongh, there would be four tons used at llock
hmnpton. \Vith reference to the comparbon 
which the htm. gentleman had drawn between 
the two rivers, he thought the Committee 
knew quite wPJI that the Mary was not to he 
compared with the Fitzroy. If hon. members 
would look at the ;;tatistics of the colony, they 
would find there was a remarkable difference 
between the trade on the two rivers. On exam in· 
ing the figures the other day he found that six 
times more tonnage pas,;ed up the J<'itzroy than 
up the lYiary. The hnn. gentleman could nut 
get over figure~. Loud talk was nothing unles:-; 
supportetl by fact, and it was very easy to ]Jrove 
which riYer benefited the colony mc>Kt. Not 
only was there a considemble difference between 
the amount of shipping at the two ports, but 
there was also a wide difference between the 
Customs receipts at each place, the revenue for 
last year at Maryhorough being only £30,000, 
while at Hockharnpton it was £115,000. Surely 
those statistics showed which river was of 
most benefit to the colony ! The hon. member 
made a grmot fuss about the money expendetl 
on the ]<'itzroy River. \Yell, that had heen 
very much over-eotimttted ; it had Leen over
estimated in that House. Sometimes the amount 
was stttted to be three or four times what 
wa::; rea.lly expen<led. He did not, however, 
hesitate t<, '"Y that, in compariwn with the trade 
of the port,, the money spent on the Fitzroy 
River W<ts mnch le,sH tlum had been expended on 
auy other river in the colony. In reference to 
the Bill before the Committee, he must s,'ty that 
he wa~ Htrongly in favour of it, hecanRe he was 
of opinion that it wuuld largely contribute to the 
development of the mines of the colony, par
ticularly in the Central district-the district of 
RockhlLmpton. He believed that if it were 
passed it wtmltl be the forerunner "f other 
me>tHures of the s"me kind. He would like, 
before nu1ny year~ \Vere o\·el', to Hee a railway 
1nade fron1 Rockharnpton to the ruining dh;tricb:; 
alluded to by the member for Maryborough, and 
wmks eobblishe<l at Rockhmnpton similar to 
those to be erected on the l~ rangan Rail way. 
At the present time the coal obtained in the 
l\Iaryborongh district was the best. in the colony; 
but so long as they had to convey it by the 
Burrmn Hailway, and then ship it down the 
l\lary Hiver before Rending it up north, they 
wouldneYer be able to compete with Newcastle, 
even if the .Vlary were fifty feet deep inetelLd of 
twelve feet. as he underotood it was now. 'rhe 
coalrnust i)e conveyed to deep water in as short 
n di,;tance '" pns,;ihle, \Vhen that was rlnne, the 
rn:.Lil stea.rner;-; a,nd the other large ocean-g-oing 
\'8~::-~elti tra.din~ here. Vv'! ndd, 11n d~)nhL, .~t:t their 
co1l r-upply in the cl)l'l!l}' iuhtr.arl of ;~11in;_.: t~~ 
X ewc<tctle fur it. The Bill, he thouGht, wvn:d 
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develop the colony not only in one direction, hut 
in every direction; and at the preHent time, when 
their leaning industries-the pastoral and ttgricul
tural industries-had such tt lamentable prospect 
before them, the Committee should do all in 
their power to develop and advance the mining 
industry, as by that means they would do tt great 
deal towards carrying the country over diffi
culties which they saw before them, increase 
public confidence in their resomces, and increase 
their borrowing powers. The discovery of such 
minerals tts httd been found lately should ttssbt 
in advancing the colony and strengthening their 
credit. 

The HoN. R. B. SHEIUDAN sttid he would 
not take the trouble to contmdict the fanciful 
fictions nf the hon. member for Rockhampton. 
Indeed, he regretted that the debate httd 
taken the turn it had. He saw no reason 
why any jealousy should exist between 
::\faryborough and Rockhampton -- whv both 
places should not rise ttnd get rich, and why 
both rivers should not be of great value to 
the country ; and he greatly regretted, as 
member for ::\faryborough, that the comparison 
had been drawn. He could not say he was in 
love with the Bill before the Committee, but it 
was better than no Bill at all. That was the 
light in which he looked at the matter. and he 
would therefore support the Bill, witli a few 
amendments. With regard to the clause per
mitting the company to select their land within a 
certain period after the passing of the Bill, he 
did not think they should have six months to 
explore the land before making their selec
tion. He also thought that the company 
should give some substantial proof th<tt 
they were going on wjth the railway before 
they took up the land, otherwise they might 
not proceed with the work. The company 
should commence the line-if they did not 
finish it-before they took np the se!e"ction. He 
knew the land very well, and he knew it was of 
as bad a character as a perwn could possil1ly 
select. If it did not contain c<ml, he had no doubt 
it wnul.i long remain in the hands of the Gov
ernment. Except for its mineral value it was 
very inferior land indee<l. At the same time, 
as he had already said, he should like to see the 
railway commenced before the privilege of select
ing the bud was allowed. 

Mr. NORTON said, with re;;m·d to the little 
lJit of warfare that had been going on, he c.mld 
only say he hoped if the hon. members for lVIary
borough and Rockhampton wanted to fight, or 
wanted to make pen.ce and shake hands, they 
would meet half-way. They would find plenty 
of room for that if they came up to the port of 
Gladstone, am] there was also plenty of room 
for their smelting works there. · 

The Ho:,-. R. B. SHETIIDAN said he with
drew his objection, on learning that the deed of 
grant for the land was not to be issued until the 
railway was begun. , 

Mr. FOXTON said that it was diRtinctly pro
vided in the Bill that the deeds of grant should 
not issue for any of the land until the railway 
was c0mpleteand ready for traffic. He thought the 
matter had received the ftttention of the Govern
ment. He had stated so on the second reading, 
hut it appeared the hem. member (Mr. Sheridan) 
did not know anything about it. He could not 
help expressing his surprise that the hon. member 
for Maryborongh (Mr. Sheridan) ,,honlcl have 
made .such a speech. 

The Hox. lt. B. 8H!•;HIDAN: You will hem· 
more about it yet. 

::\1r. ::\ITDGLEY said he could not tell how 
delighted he was that he had come to the Hon,;e 
tlt<tt chty. It was a regular field-tlay, ami he 
w<~s c<!u<~lly gratilled tu li!lll tlwt the•·~ was a 

tnernlJel' of the Guvern11wnt who did not know 
everything about everything. He (Mr. ::\[idgley) 
knew very little about the Bill, hut, fro111 the 
little he did know of it, he bad not bllen in 
love with it. He thought the Minister for 
\Vorks, seeing that his colleague did not 
know all about the Bill, should be a little 
lenient with him (.:VIr. Midgley) ; but he liked 
the hon. gentleman to take him to task, and 
would rather be lectured by him than by any 
member of the Government. He thought there 
was a great deal tlutt was fttulty and objection
able in the proposal before the Committee at the 
very outset, and the Government \vere really 
giving to the con1pany a chn,nce to tnake a good 
thing out of the transaction. The company, 
when they got a measure of that kind passed, 
would trade upon it, and for that reason he ob
jected to it. He remembered the debate that 
had taken place on the re]Jeal of the :Railway 
CompanieB Preliminary Act, and he had to ouffer 
some little odium fmd unhappiness on account 
of the views he had expressed on the Rnbject. 
There was no Act or anything else iu existence 
which recog-nised by the Btate the principle they 
proposed now to enunciate ; because, by the 
repeal of the Act he had mentioned, they had 
done ttway with everything of that kiJHL At 
the time of the repettl of the Railway Conrpanies 
Prelirninary Act, it was :-;trongly urged tha.t it wa~ 
inexpedient that the proprietary of the railways nf 
the colony shonl<l he in two <lifferent hands, and 
that the Government would be at a disadvantage, 
whatever rnight arise in the construction of a 
railway by a private company. He anticipated 
that in a few yertrs 111aryborough woulrl be as 
lar"e and important a place as Brisbane was 
to-day ; and if the reaRons tlmt had been urged 
by the hon. member for Hockhampt.on why the 
railway Khonlcl Le couRtructed were good rea:-:;ons, 
then that was an arg-ument why it should be 
constructed by the Government. The concession 
which was r;ro]Josed to be granted would be 
eqnivalent to granting the right to a private cmn
pany to cm1struct a railway between Brisbane 
and SmHlgttte ; and it would be even a more 
valuable conces,;ion than that if. as was stated, the 
line went through mineml country. Besides, if 
they grar1ted the privilege to conRtrnct the line, 
they should see that they got the best possible 
bargain for the State ; and for a line running 
through such valuahle country they should exact 
far better terms than the ones proposed. 

Question put and passecl. 
On clause 4, as follows :-
" t:;nQjcC't to the provisions of thi~ an{l the ~aid Act, 

the eompany may with all c•onvenicnt speed make and 
maintain a line of railway one mile :uul sc,·enty-six 
ehains, or thereabout, in length, commencing at a point 
in the ::;chool reserve in Kent street, ilfaryb'Jrough, and 
thenee running parallel with the )laryborongh and 
Gympie lt.ailway line to Croydon. and there terminating 
by a junetion with the }1aryborough nnd nurrnm Hail
way line, and a!~o a line of rail,vay twenty-one miles, or 
thereabout, in length. commcneingby a junction with the 
said Jlar,vboroug-h and Bnrrmn Hail way tine at a point 
on the said line seven milps, or thereabout, from 
:\1aryborough, and thcnee running in a north-easterly 
direction along the Gmrernmeut surveyed line known as 
the Pialba snrvey, to a marked peg in portien thirty
seven in the parish of Urangan, and theuce in an 
ea~terly direc~tion to Urangan, in aceordanee with the 
deposited plans, sectioni'. and books of reference, and 
the various branch lines thereon and thrrein delineated 
and cleseribed, and all sneh otller branch line~ from the 
company's line or the said )Iaryborongh awl Gnrrum 
lilw. or any other (1ovrrmnent liuc in the 'Yirte Bay 
cli~trict. as sh:'ll lJP in aecorcl:lll<'1~ witl1 plan~. seetion:-;, 
~uHl bool\:~ of refcren(•,e tba,t. may he lu~rearter approvf'U 
or by l'C<:,Olntion o1' lJoth IIott~C:-1 or Parliament., with all 
lll'Ol;er ~tnt.ions. :-~ic1ings. alJprwwhc~, wharves, jettic~. 
piers. w:-trehOllSf'~, bnilcliJJgs. work<:,. and conveniences 
connceted thercwit.h, and may enter upon, take, HJHt u~e 
:-:nch of t.hc lands tlclincatt~{l on the :-:aid plans and 
described in the said hook-5 ot' reference a:s may be 
n~rplirocl for tlmt purpo~e.'' 
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?-.Ir. :B'OX'fON moved that the clause be 
amended on the 18th line by the insertion of the 
following \vm·dti after the word '·l~ rangan "
And abo the mineral loop-line (~ommeucing on the 
)l:Lryboron;.{h and Burrum l"taihnty, at a point twelve 
miles twentv-four chains. or the1·eahouts, t'rom :JfmT
horongh, anil terminating on the sa.i(l <~overnment su~I'
vryt:tllilw. known a~ the PiaJba survey. nt a point four 
mile::; thirt:v-nilw ehains. or therea.honts, from itR com
mcncenwut ou the :mid :Jlaryborough and Burrnm Hail
way. ut <L point ~enm miles. or thC'l'C;thont~, from :Jlary
borongh. 

Amendment agreed to. 
Mr. FOXTON eaid th11t an,>ther amen<lment 

!1ad been suggested by the Select Committee 
m the clause. It might be a neces"tt'y one, but 
at the s>erne time he cl id not think there w11s any 
necessity for it, and, from infmmation he had 
from the promoters of the Bill, he understood 
tiutt they desired tlmt the words proposed to be 
omitted should stand part of the Bill. The 
wor<ls, which were in the 21st and 22nd lines, 
WAre-" or rtny other Unvernment line in the 
\Vide Bay district." He should not at present 
move the amendment. 

The PRKYIIER said the Bill gave the right 
to con:-;truct a particular line of rnil way, and 
not a number of lines, in any part of the \Vide 
Bay district. If the hon. member did not move 
the amendment, he (the Premier) should do 
so. It was not part of the scheme mbmitted to 
the Uovernrnent, and to which they gave n, 
general a~sent. 

Mr. ]<'OXTON : Did I understand that the 
l'remier would move the amendment'? 

'rhe PR E.'VIIER: Yes; if the hon. member 
c1oes not. 

:\Ir. l<'OXTON said, that being so, he felt 
bound to move it. He therefore moved that the 
words be omitted. 

:Yir. J\flDGLEY said he would like a little 
explanation about a. matter at the beginning of 
the clause. The clause gave power to the com
Intny to construct a rail way running parallel to 
~certain extent 'vith the G--overnment railw·ay; 
It would run right out of the he>trt of M>try. 
borough, through \Vhat would be Rome pa1·t 
of the suburbs, for a clbtance of 1 mile 7G 
chains. He thought that was an objection
able feature in the Bill. Would it not be pos
sible to avoid a private line like that runnin~ 
pamllel with the qovermnent line? " 

::V(r. AXXEAH Raid the hon. member might 
ask the ::Vfinister for \V orks whether the line was 
to he made within the line of fences along the 
::\Iaryborough and Gym pie line. 

The :,nxiSTEH FOH WOHKS was uncler
stoml to say that the line woultl run inside the 
Govern1nent fences. 

.\Ir. ANXEAR said there was sufficient 
Hovernuwnt huul to allo\V of the con:-:;truction of 
the line. 

1\lr. J\IIDGLEY: Do I underst>tnd that this 
line is to he made alongside the Government line 
-\~.-·ithin the san1e enclosure? 

'fhe J\'IIXnlTl~R FOH WORKS: Yes. 
Mr. l\UDGLEY: That is a concession. 
Mr. GRI::Vll~S asked whether the company 

would be allowed to erect stations there, and 
compete with the Government line for the 
suhurhan tmffic? 

::Vfr. FOX TOX said that would be provided for 
by the (·hn-ernment. The G·c,yernment would no 
doubt look 11fter their own interests in the matter; 
and they would be able to do so, because all the 
regulations for the wnrldng of the line nltu:~t be 
approved by the Uovernor in Council. He 
explaine<l on the second reading of the Bill, when 
the hon. tnmnber for Vn~:-~ifern wn.)o; fi(Jt pre:;wmt, 

that the reason for duplicating the line wa• that 
the traffic along that 1 mile 76 chains was so 
he,wy that the increased traffic that would be 
brought by the pm]>osed line to Pialba and 
lTrangan \·nntld nece:-;~itate the (h,vernnl&lt 
duplicating the line if the company were not 
prepared to do it. Therefore it was simply 
taking the expense off the shoulders of the 
G overu1neut. 

Mr. NOR'f()j'\ saitl that the hon. member 
had stated thaL the present traffic was so large 
th>tt it wuulcl be nece>;sary to duplicate the line 
at smile time when that traffic increase<!. In 
that case the Government would require the land 
which was about to be given to the company. 
He thought the Government should undertake 
the duplication of the first portion of the present 
line. lt was easy to see that the traffic would 
be increased by the coal taken to Frangan Point, 
and he thought the traffic in coal, on the line from 
Burrum to Maryborough, would necesitate the 
cluplic>ttion of that line. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the 
proposed line would give facilities to the people 
of Maryborough for getting to the seaside ; and 
it would not interfere in any way with the pre
sent line out of ;\iaryborongh. 

Mr. NORTOX said the hon. gentleman was 
quite correct ; hut he had misunderstood his 
(Mr. 1\ortnn's) suggestion, which wa" that the 
Govemment should undertake the duplication 
of the first pm'tion of the line. That would be 
absolutely necessary sooner or later ; and if the 
Government g·ave away the land they would 
have to buy it back from the company. 

The MINISTER l<'OR WORKS said that if 
the hon. member had read the Bill he would have 
seen that it provided for the Government pur
chasing the line at any time after the expiration 
of five years from its completion. There wa.s, 
therefore, nothing to be alarmed at. The Gov
ermnent had the right of purchaRe at cost price, 
with 5 per cent. added. No harm would there
fore be clone by the construction of the line. 

Mr. FOXTON said he should certainly like 
to see the words retained. He understood that 
they provided for a portion of the scheme which 
the promoters of the Bill reg~Lrdecl as "' most 
essenti~tl one. Bnt for the statement of the 
Premier that otherwise he would move the 
amendment, he (Mr. :b'oxton) would not have 
moved it. He would \'ery much regret the strik
ing out of the words. 

The PltE:YIIli:R said he dic1 not think that in 
an Act to make a particular rail way there should 
be given a geneml power to make other railwayk. 
If >tny company desired to nmke another line~
from Gympie, or Kilkivan, or Gaynclah-they 
might very properly apply for Parliamentary 
power to <b so. 

i-\1nendu1ent agreed to; and clause, asan1enrlerl , 
put and passed. 

Clause 5--" Company to have sufficient c>tpital 
beforA beginning construction of line"-pa.ssecl a~ 
printed. 

.Yir. J<'OXTON proposed the following new 
chuse to follow clause ;'i :-

'l'he company ::-;hall, before the commencement of 
the railway or entering into possession of the lands to 
be selected uudcrtllethirdseetion of this Act, anti witbin 
six Juonths ftom the passing of this Act. deposit in tlw 
Colonjal Trea!'ury a :;;nm eqmtl to one-twentieth part of 
tlte estimated vost of the main line of railwav, which 
sum :shall be detained by the Treasurer as seciu-itv for 
the Uue COHlllletiou of tlte same. aud uvon sueh eOI~n[)le
tion shall be returned to the cotniHtny. The sum so to 
be deposited may be determinell by :tgTeement bc~tween 
the :\I mister and. the company: but if ~nch ~nm cannot 
b<~ so agreed upon, or if auy tUspute or difference shall 
arisr. with respect thereto, the same shall he deter111inell 
hy arbitratiou. 
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Hn mm·etl thP clnnse br,cnn,;e it had been sug
F;f\"tnd bY the SP1t>ct CtJJmnittee. On referring 
to the proePe1lin~s of thn eounuittec, it wonld he 
H'en tlutt >'t the commPncement of the prnceetl
ings on Vrid:ty, 17th October-

.. Jlr. Hart further adrtmssctl the committee and 
intimated his willingnes~ to insert in tl1e Bill. in act.cUtion 
to the other amendments he harl meut ioned in his 
evidence, a dan~e similar to the ·!th :-;uhsection of 
section() o( the Tr:uuways Ad of ltl8:!." 

Snbsec1uently Mr. Hart suhmittecl the chtnse in 
its present form. He (:Yir. Foxton) thought then, 
and was still inclined to think, that it was an 
unnece:':l:-mry precaution couKidering the other 
material guarantees the company was to give 
for the completion of the works ; and it would 
necessitate, a.s had been pointed out on the second 
reading. the locking up of a large surn of nwuey. 
The estimated cost of the rail way and worl<s was 
something over £100,000 ; !l per cent. on that 
would amount to a. considerable smn, and to 
lock it up during the period of the construction 
of the rail way would mean a very serious loss of 
interest to the promoters. He thought it would 
be much more satisfactory if they were to adopt 
some such course as that suggested by the hon. 
::\Iinister for \Vorks on the second reading, and 
require only the lodging of a deposit receipt with 
the Yiinister. However, a.s the Committee had 
recmnmended the insel'tion of the new dau::-:e, l1e 
would move it. 

Mr. YIIDGLEY said he thought it was desir
able that the company should give n very sub
stantial guarantee a.s to their position. He would 
point out that the clause seemed to contttin two 
cuntradictory propositions. In the first part of 
the clause it was stipulated that n certain sum 
should be detained by the Coloni<tl Treasurer, 
and subsequently it was provided that the sum 
to be deposited was to be determined by agree
ment between the J\Iinister and the company. 
They might mutually agree to an amount of 
even less than one-twentieth. 

Mr. BUCKLAKD said he thought clause 5 
provided to some extent for the cmJital. The 
new clause mentioned only the cost of the main 
line of railway; but a.s the company was to con
struct a wharf as well as the railway, he thought 
the cost of construction of the wharf should be 
to some extent guaranteed by the company. 

Mr. FOXTON said that if a. gua.mntee were 
given for the construction of the railway it might 
he taken for granted that th" wharf would be 
constrnctetl, a., the one would be of little use 
without the other. He moved that the words 
"to the credit of the JYiinister in some bank carry
ing on business in Queensland" be substituted f;,,. 
the words "in the Colonial Treasury,'' in the 4th 
line of the clause. That would g·ive that sufficient 
guarantee that was desired to be secured by the 
lause, and at the same time secure to the pro

moters of the Bill immunity from loss of interest 
on the sum deposited. 

The HoN. R. B. SHEUIDAN suggested that, 
a.< the Colonial Treasurer was the Minister who 
had charge of the finances of the colony, the 
words "Colonial Treasurer" should be substi
tuted for the word " iHinister" in the proposed 
~trnend1nent. 

Mr. FOXTON said that, according to the 
interpretation clause, ":1\·.nnister" n1ea.nt "the 
Recretary for Public vVorks, or other J\Iinister 
of the Crown charged with the :tdministration 
of the Ha.ilway Acts in force for the time being." 
The word "J\Tinister" was used all through the 
Bill, a.nrl that was why he used it now. He 
supposed that if one Minister ha.tl the money it 
would find its way to the Trea.snry with just a.s 
much certainty as if another had it. 

Mr. Al'\NT<~AR said the claHRe was precisely 
t-he same <~~ in contmcts for Gov~rnnwnt nJ,il· 

wttyH. In one ease the nwnry W:lR to hP p.tid 
into a hn.nk to the el'edit of the Ctlltllui~sionel', 
and in the otlwr to the credit of the 1\linbter. 

Amendment put and passed. 
Mr. MIDGLEY asked whether the second 

part of the clause 'Vai-3 necessary? A.fter stating 
in the first part that the company, before the 
counnencerneut of the l'ail way, nn1st do a certain 
thing, another 8enteuce was aclded, which left it 
to be fix et! in some other way. 

Mr. l<'OXTO::'Ir said the company might 
e,;timate the ct"t of the line at £80,000, and the 
Government might estinmte it at £100,000. 
The company haJ to deposit to the credit of 
the Minister 8 per cent. of the estimated cost 
before the work began ; and if the p<trties were 
unable to agree as to the eBtirnated cost it 
would have to be decided hy arbitmtion. The 
company would then have to deposit ii per cent. 
of the amount so arrived a.t. He now moved, a.s 
a further amendment, that the word "retftined" 
be substituted fur the word "detained," on the 
6th line of the clause. 

1-\lnendment agl'eed to ; and clanse, aK arnended, 
put and passed. 

Clause G~" Breadth of land to be taken for 
ra.ilwa.y"~pa.ssecl a.s printed. 

On clause 7, as follows:~ 
''It shall be lawful for the company to deviate from 

the line delineated. on tho deposited plans or any vhtn.~ 
that may hereafter he approvNl of by Ija..rliameut, pro
vidett that no such de\'iation shall extend to a greater 
distance than the limits of' deviation delineated npon 
the deposited plans. nor to a ~rcater exteut in pas\-lin~ 
through lands coutiunonsly built upon than ten yards, 
or C'lsewl1ere to a greater extent than one hundred yarfls 
from tlte ~aitl line, and th:tt the railwa,y by wrmnf; ot' 
such deviation be not. made to extend 1nto the lands ol' 
any person, whether owner, le::c;sce, or oc,mpier, whose 
name i:;: uot mentioned in the books of rcfert·nce, without 
the previous consent in writing of sw~h pcr~on, nnlc.-.:s 
the name of such verson shall have been omitted by 
mistake and the deposited hooks of referenee shall ha ye 
been amended or corrected in manner in the said Act 
provided for in cases of errors in the deposited books of 
referenCE'." 

Mr. FOXTO::'Ir moved the omission of the 
,vords "or elsewhere to a greater extent than 
100 yards from the said line." The Select Com· 
mittee had recommended the excision of thoso 
words, because the plans as submitted allowed 
a deviation of half-a-mile on each side of the 
line, and that distance necessarily inclnded the 
lOO yards. The chmse was bken from an 
English statute, the lines of deviation in that 
country being less than 100 yards. 

Amendment agreetl to; and ela.use, a.' amended, 
passed. 

Clause 8-'' Gauge''-pasHed as printed. 
::\Ir. FOXTOX moved that the following new 

clause, prepared by the Select Committee, follow 
clause 8 of the Bill :---

Particulars of a.ll expenditure upon the railway, 
'vith proper voucllert:>, shall from tirne to time be snlJ
mitt.e(l by the eompany to the cn~ineer. 

Question put and passed. 
On clause 9, a.s follows:~ 
"The company shall he entitled to take, n~e. ocenp:v. 

and pnl'chase. at the 1H'ice of a,ls. per acre, so lmteh 
Crown lands as are neces~ary fo~· the proper construc
tion of the nm1ertaking and worUn;..:- of the Jlnc. and 
the erection of st;ttions, ·with nsnal bnil<iings. turno11ts, 
and other appliance . .;; ordinarily rcqnirf.'tl in the main
tenance and management of railway~!' 

Mr. :B'OXTO?\ said the Select Committee hacl 
recommended certain alterations to be made in 
the clause. Instead of the words "a.t the price 
of thirty shillings per acre," they had altered the 
clause so as to rearl "at a price per acre to be 
prescriber] by the Minister." It wonltl be better, 
however, to amend the clause so as to make it 
read, "at a price per acre to be agreed upo ll 
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bctwePn tl1P ::\Iinistrr n,wl the- r-o1npa11~\n rmd 
then to add a, provi~o referring a.n.Y dispute Umt 
nlig;ht ::tris8 tq arbitration, Jio lliOn"d the 
insPrtion of tho~e wonl:--; in pl11ce of the \Yordk :t~ 
printed. 

An1endn1ent agreed to. 

'l'he Hox. B. R ::\iOR RTOX aske<l whether the 
(-illVernment contOlllllltttt'd ,.,cUing to the cmnpauy 
the hnd within tlw milway fence from Croydon 
to .\Iaryhorong-h ·~ 

ThB :\rr:\1STE n VOH WOHKS replie<l t\mt 
the Uovennnent h~L(llw intPntion of di:;pnsing of 
any of the land referred to, either to the compttny 
or to a.nylHHly el-;e. 

Mr. FOXTO:'-f moved that the following 
)H'<l\'iso be ad<lecl to the clrruoe :-

Pi·ovith\,_l thnt if the :\lini~tc•r nnd the c•ompany 
ar~ mHhlr-; to agTt~C upon a priee, the same shall be 
1leeldNl 11~· arbitration. 

:\[r. :\'Il DG LE Y ,;aid he ro~e on the pre~ent 
occn.sion, a.;; the hon. Inentber for Bnrnett w:ts too 
l"tshful torepe"t his question. It appeare<l to him 
that the amendment would really introduce an 
ele1nent of d~tntrer, l)ecfl..u~e, under th8 clau1:le a.-; 
mnended, the cnnqmny could demand to pur
chase ,;ome of the lands within the present line 
a.t a price agreed upon by the ~linister, or as 
<letermined b,· arhitmtion. 

The PRE:\IIER said the hon. member for 
Bnrw~tt wa~ quite right in calling attention to the 
otni. .... _.;ion. rrhe cmnpany ought Il(lt to have any 
rig-ht to the l:wd itself; they should merely have 
power to cnn~trnct a line over it. He wns pre
paring- an amendrnent to be inserted at the end 
of the chtnse to exclude tlmt rig·ht. 

A.1nenclment agreed to. 

The l' It E'\lTER moved that the following 
words should be added rrt the end of the elan se:
" But this section shall not authorise the pur
chase hy the conipall.'i of any bud vested in or 
occupied by the Com1nissioner for Railwa.~.,.s." 

.... <\tnendntent a.greed to; and clause, as mnended, 
put >tml pa8sed. 

On cl>tuse 10, as follows :-
" ~\.:-:. soon a~ the whole of sneh rnilway shaJl have 

1w.:~n fai.thfnlly ccm-:tnu:krl aeeortling to ilie dellO . .,it<?d 
lllans an1l books of rcfermw,\ ancl i~ 1it lor public trattic, 
the compttn~· ~ltall lJe Pntitled to dee<ls of grnnt in fee
simvle for a.Illands pnrcluL!'ed as mentioned in sections 
:~ mHl 9 of thi~ Act.'' 

:\Ir. ::\I1DGLEY said there seem<l<l to be an 
inaccuracy in the elcuv-;e, which would :-{ta,,nd a~ 
cl;cn"' 12 in the Bill as amended. The amenrl
JuPnts that hail been made wonld nece'Kitate the 
altPration of the fig·•u·e "!J" at the end of the 
c\a.n:--.e. 

On the motion of :\fr. FOXTON", the word 
"st1ch" iu the ht line of the clanse was 
o1nitted, :1.1ld '"tnnin line of'' inKerted; in line 
3 the word;..; "eolllpletr~ atul roa,dy'' were snh:..;ti
tntecl for'' fit'.; u.nd, in the la:-;t line, "11." for 
" ~). " 

Clan-;e, [!,~ :unendecl, put and pn,:;.;sed. 

Clanse 11-" Alienated lands to be resumed 
under L'11blic \Vorks Lands Jle,;mnption Act of 
lt'7~ "--p:-t~Red as printed. 

On clause 12-" Power to purchase lands for 
ad(liti1mal acc<nnn1odation"-

c\l.r. JhlXTO:'-f moved that the word "are" 
hP KllbKtitnted for the words ~' rnay be deetneU !' 
in the 32nd >tnd 33rcl line''· 

.A1nendtnent agreed to ; and clause, as mnended, 
pnt a.nrl pa.~sed. 

Chwse 1:;--" Lan,\s held under eonditionnl 
:-.e}ecti(lllS''-l)(tR."Acl as 1winted. 

lln ela'lS\' H-" l\L"Y 011t tim h<.'r, etc., on Crown 
);,n<l->"-", 

:VIr. FOXT< le\ rnm·p,] tktt thn wnnh; "0nn
:-;tntt:tion of tilP ·· IH' iH."-'PI'ted aftPl' tht~ wurd 
"thu" in the ·l!Jth lhw. 

...... \1nenchneut a.greecl. to; and cln,n::::e, a..~ ttnu:>nJ.ed, 
put "m\ pa>Z,ed. 

Clan"e 10-" :\fay procure stone, gravel, etc., 
from Crown land:;''-p,s.seJ a:; printed. 

On cbnse 1fi, as follows:-
" lltlportcd rail~. fa-.;tl~ninp;~. iron sl<·epcrs.locomotivcR, 

and any other arti(~Je or thing eomposed either wholly 
or in part ot" tron. re(ptired for the eon::o;trnution oE the 
railway or nndertakut:;, and to l)e n~e<l tltPreupon, shall. 
notwit\!stan.lmg an.v ~\.et to the coutrm·y, be ndmitted 
duty fmc at any port in the eolony llnrillg the construc
tion of the line." 

The COLOKIAL TRl,~ASUJU;;R said the 
clau.-;e was rather too cmnprehensive. N"nt only 
were the :uticles. tn be n~erl in the con~truction 
of the railway to be exempted from dnty, but 
u.rticles usetl iu any undertaking. rrhey found 
in the interpretation chLuBe that "undP-rt~Lking" 
n1eant ''the ~evernJ lines of railway and branches, 
an<l all Ktations, wharves, buildingH, erection~, 
and works constructed by or necess>try for the 
purpo:::;es of the cornpa.ny." He had a great 
objection to the whole clause ; but still, as there 
was " desire 'm the part of the Cmnmitt&e to 
offer ftteilities for the construction of that 
railway, he would confine his objection to seeing 
the exemption confined to tho,;e articles that 
\Vere nece~~:uy for that purpo:-;e. It \Vonld, of 
cmn·Ke, be understood that it was only during 
the construction of the railway, and for the con
struction of the rail way, that tho,;e >trticles were 
to bfl a<lmitted dnty free. \Vhen the line was in 
full :-.wing, all1nateria.l that u1ight be required, 
B\'en fnr the puq )()~e.s of renova.tion, would have 
to snbruit to duty. He moved the omission of 
the \Vords "or nnderb.1..king." 

An1end1nent agreell to; and elan:se, aH arnended, 
put and pttssed. 

Chmse,.; 17 to 2G. inclu:;i ve, passed as printe<l. 

On clause 27, a~ follows :-·-
'· Tlw terms 1.111011 which any of the fa,('ilities men

tionPd iu the Ia~:;l t\'{0 preeeding sections »hall be 
affor<lcll may be mnt nally ag-reed uvou het.ween the 
company and the .:\Tiubter; but it" ~ueh term~ cannot be 
~o agreed npon, or auy tlispnte or dit1'ertmee arh;es, the 
same ~hall be det-erlllllted. by arbtt.ratiou." 

1Ir. ~OHTOl\ said he did not think the Gov
ennuent 'vonld be wjse in com..;entiug to that 
clause, >ts it >1llowe1l the power to be taken 
entirely out of their own lHtnds. They fmb
mittecl to arbitration a power they :;hould lut\ e 
kept to themselves. 

The P RE11IER s>tid it was the onlinary pro
viKion for running power:;; in ltailway Acts. lle 
di<l not :;ee how it could very well otherwb'' be 
framed. 

Mr. NOllTOl\: I do not think it is in :tny 
other pri va.te Bills. 

The PHE:VIIER: I think it is the 11>mal form. 

:\Ir. J<'OXTON said it W>tR taken from "ection 
31 of the Hailway Comp>tnies Preliminary Act, 
which said:-

'"flte term~ nprm which any such faeilities shall be 
afforde.1l shail ht: Hmtually agreecl upon between the 
contraetor~ and the Coumti::i::>ionor tor ltailways. If they 
eannot. agree. a jutl.ge of the :SUllreme Uunrt. shall. upon 
tlte alllllieation of either tmrty, refer the matters in 
dispute to ;-o;onHJ in·h1ferl'llt pelWlll or persons, not 
e:x "et'din.:.; tln·ee in lHllllbL~r. antl the dedsion of the 
per~uns ~o HlJpOintPd ~hall )}, ... liHLtlc within stw.h time 
as the judg-e onlcrs, and shall 1Je Uinding upon hoth 
partic~: and the eosL or every stH'h reference shall be 
dE)terntinecl lJy the jndge and borne by sueh of the 
partil's ns he (\ireets." 

Cbuse pas.;od ao printed. 

Cla.use 28--" Penalty for not sdving due facili. 
tie~ "--p;,,s . ..,t:>d ~l·K pri11t,e(1! 
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On clause 2!l, as follows:-·-
•· The co1npa..ny 8hall be at liberty t,o n~c, in conjunc

tion with tlle Govcrnm.ent and free of d1arge, any 
telegraph posts, llOles, or standards creeted. or which 
may be hereinafter erected, on any Government line of 
railway l'onnir g a con tin nons line of communication 
with the said railway or any part thereof. for tile pur
pose of establishing a telegraph or telephone thereon, 
and to affix thcrcon or suspend tllerefrom a11y telegraph 
and telephone -..vires, and such telegraph or telephone 
may he exdusively used by and for the purposes of the 
company." 

Mr. l<'OXTON said he wished to move the 
omission of the worrl "with" at the b!"ginning of 
the 5th line, with a view of inserting the words 
"between any portions of." As the clause stuorl 
it was doubtful whether the company could not 
put their wires on the Goyernmenttelegraph posts 
all over the colony. The amendment wnuld make 
the matter clear, and provide all that the com
pany need desir0. 

Amendment agreed to. 

On the motion of Mr. FOXTOK, the clause 
was further amended by the omission of the 
words " or any part thereof " in the 5th line ; 
and by the substitution of the word "shall " for 
the word ''may " in the second last line. 

Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clause 30-" Municipal and divisional boards' 

rates"-passed as printed. 
Clause 31-" List of tolls to be exhibited on 

board''-passed with a verbal amendment. 
Clauses 32 and 33-" Tolls to be taken only 

whilst board exhibited," and "Tolls to be paid 
as directed"-passed as printed. 

On clause 34-" In default of payment of tolls, 
goods, etc., may be detained and sold"-

Mr. NORTON said he did not think that 
clause ought to be allowed to pass without some 
comment. It provided that-

" It shall be lawful for the company to detain and sell 
such carriage, or all or a.ny part of sueh goods, or if the 
same sllall have been removed from thP raihva:r pre
mises, to detain and sell any other carria~res or goods 
within sw:h premises belonging to the party li:.Lble to 
pay such tolls." 
The party liable to pay the tolls on goods 
removed might be an ag-ent, and the goods 
detained might belong to some person who 
was not the owner of the goods which had been 
removed from the railway premises. Of course 
it was not intended that that provision should 
apply to such a case. 

::VIr. FOXTON said the clause was a tran· 
script of section H7 of the Hail way Clauses Con
solidated Act in Eng-land. The same power 
appeared to have been given to companies in the 
old country, and he presumed it had worked well, 
as the provision had never been repealed. He 
did not kuow whether such a case as the hon. 
gentleman referred to was likely to arise, but he 
Jw.rdly thought so. 

Mr. XORTOX said of course such [t c'<se as he 
had suggested might or might not occur. If the 
provision applied to ordinary goods only it would 
not matter so much, as they could be replnced. 
But there were some things which people valued 
very highly, and which could not be replaced. For 
instance, many people had a weakness for their 
own buggy on account of some peculiarity it 
possessed, and if that were sold hy the company 
perhaps it could not be replaced; and there were 
many other things that might be mentioned. It 
appeared to him that the clause might, in some 
caRes, n1ake a person liable for charges on goods 
which were not his property. 

Mr. FOXTO:N said he would point out that 
the only goods which would be affected were 
goods belonging- to the person liable for the tolls, 
and that was v~ry clearly expressed in the Bill. 

Of course, disputes mig-ht arise as to whether a 
n1an \va::!. a.. princip:=tl or agent; but he thought 
that when such disputes arose they might fairly 
be left to settle themselves. 

Clause put and passed. 
Clauses 35 and 3U-" .. A .. ccount of lading, etc., 

to be given," and ".Penalty for not giving 
account of lading''~passed as printed. 

Clause 37-" Disputes as to amount of toll 
chargeable "-amended by the substitution of 
the words "tw·o justiceB" in lien of "a justice., 

Clauses 38 and 39--" Differences as to weights, 
etc.," and " Toll collector to be liable for wrong
ful detention of goods "-·pa:;serl, with con~;e
quential amendments. 

Clause 40-" Penalty on passengers practising 
frauds on the company"-passed as printed. 

Clause 41-" Detention of offendors''-passed, 
with a consequential amendment. 

Clauses 42, 43, 44, and 45, passed as printed. 
Clause 4il-" Power to make regulations and 

by-laws"-passed, with a verbal amendment. 
Clauses 47 and 4R-" Publication of by-law,,' 

and " Such by-laws to ),e binding on all parties·' 
-passed as printed. 

Mr. }'OXTON moved the following new 
clause, to follow clause 48 :-

The production of a copy of any regnlation:-. or lJy. 
laws under the common seal of the eompany shall be 
received in all conrts of just.ice as sutficient ,Jt~tt~lf' facie 
evidence of the making and apvrova! thereof. 

The ATTOHNEY-GENEHAL said that it 
would be seen by clause 4G that the by-laws had to 
be reduced to writing. As the new clau~;e stood, a 
copy of the by-laws would httve to be made in 
writing. He would sug-gest that the first part nf 
the clause should be made t.o read-" The pro
duction of a printed copy of any such regulations 
or by-laws." 

Mr. FOXTON said he saw whattheAtt,,rney
General meant ; but it struck him that a copy 
meant a printed m· a written c<'PY· If it was a 
copy authenticated by the common seal of the 
colony, it did not matter whether it was printed or 
written. It was just possible there might be a diffi
culty in g·etting n printed copy on some particular 
occasion, though there was no doubt that the 
regulations or 'by-laws would have to be printed. 
However, he would accept the Ruggestion. He 
therefore moved that the word "printed" be 
inserted before ''copy,'' and the wol'd '" Hnch" 
before ''regulations." 

.A.n1endments agreed to ; and the clnnse, fL}o; 

amended, put and passed. 
Clauses 4H anrl W-" Power to lease the rail

way,'' and '4 Powers vested in the con1pany 1ua.y 
be exercised by the lesRee"-paRsed as printEd. 

Mr. FOXTON moYed the following- new 
clauRe :-

'l'hc company shall ean~e trains to be l'Cgnlarly rnn 
at sneh intervals and at t'Ueh miuimnm rate of spt~ect ax 
ma.y be agreed upo11 between tl1e :\linbter And 1lw 
company. or, if they cannot. agree, lllay lJc dclermiw~tl 
by arbitration. 

Question put and passed. 
Mr. FOXTO:N said the Select Committee had 

recomn1ended a ne\v clause to th~J followil1g 
effect:-

"If at any time after the completion of the ralhvn~ it 
is proved to the satisfaetion of the ~Iinister that the 
rompany~ 

1. l~ail or rt>fuse for a 11eriod of one month to work 
the trafllc on the railway pur::;unnt to the regu
lations in that behalf; or 

2. Are insolvent, or neglect or fail to meet their 
lawfnl obligations to the ofllrers or servants 
employe<l upon the line, or to any other('rcclitor 
of the company; or 
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3. Fail after trcLffil~ has been intcrdietcd by the 
)finister hy reason of the l111c being unsafe for 
trattir. to renrler it fit for tratlic within a 
reasonable time in that helm\f: 

the GoYernor in Council may, after our month's notice 
of his intention. sPrYut u'pon the company at iht"\ir 
)ll'inl'ipal oftlee in the eolony. ancl publh-;hcd in the 
Grr:elfr-, clirer,t the )Iini~1er to forthwith enter upon ruul 
t,ake and retain po~~e~si.on of ~1wh raihvay until he is 
directed hy the GoYernor in Conneil to relinqui~h 
possession Or the Ram e. And the :JliniF:.ter shall there
H!JOU aRsnmc the entire (•barge and eontrol of the rail
wnv, and shall for the time being ha Ye and exercis12 all 
surh privileges and p(rWers, nnd i.ncnr the SaHW liabi.Jitit~S 
nnd obligations, a.s are rc:;:twetlvely exPreised and 
inenrred by the eompany nn1ler the provisions of this 
Act, ot' nnder nny agreement or provisional orrter made 
in pursuance thereof, or under any Aet giving- ~tntntory 
authority to snch agreement or pl'ovisional orct.cr." 

The clause was taken from the Ra.ilway Com
panies Preliminary Act ; but the last two or 
three lines were scarcely applicable to the pro
viHions of the Bill, as they referre<l to the 
provi,ional agreement made under that Act by 
the company with the "viinister for the time being. 
Bnt Hince the matter harl been before the Select 
Committee he had recci ved an intimation from 
the promoters of the Bill that they regarded the 
clause as very seriously affecting their pecuniary 
position, if it were passed. Their intention was, 
he understood, to offer debentures for s[cle, and 
they were of opinion that the clause would 
greatly 1nilitate againr;;t their successfully doing 
Ho, and would tend to damage their credit 
in the eyes of the public to whom they 
might submit the debentures for sale. It 
appeared to be a very arbitrary power, when 
one conNidered it, to give to the (_i.overnor in 
Council; and it was doubtful whether it would 
not deprive the creditors of the company of the 
ordinary remedies which creditors should have 
where a company failed to pay its debts ; and it 
was the more se\'ere because the 2nd subsec
tion of the clause said, if they "are inwl vent, or 
neglect or fail to meet their lawful obligations 
to the officers or servants employed upon the 
line, or to any other creditor of the company," 
they should subject themselves to those severe 
penalties. He would, therefore, move the inser
tion of the clause as printed, without that sub
section and without the following words at the 
end of the clause:-" Or under any agreement 
or provh:.ional order made in pursuance thereof, 
or under any Act giving statutory authority to 
such agreement or provisional order." 

The P}U;::VIIJ~H st,id he thought it would he 
as well, after the wonls "charg·e and control 
of the railway," to insert the words "and to 
work the same at the risk and expense of the 
company." Of course the Committee meant that 
if the concession were granted to the company it 
wa>< on the basis that they would afford means 
of conmmnication between the coalfield and a 
port ; and if they failed to keep up that 
1nean~ of connnunicrttion they \Vould throw 
a very large industry into · cnnfnr;;ion, rt.nd 
cause a great deal of harm to the country. Tt was 
very important that rrle~tnR of connnunicrLtion, 
when once establi><hed, should not be clm;e<l up; 
and if therefore the company fn,iled to work the 
line, the Government should have the power to 
work it for them if they thought it worth while 
to do so. 'rhat clause would be a very useful one 
for that object, and the two subsect;ions which 
were left now provide<! that if the company 
st.opped for a month in working it, or failed to 
render it fit for traffic-if they did not keep 
the line open for traffic-then the Government 
might work it at their risk. That was all 
it meant. It would not interfere with the 
security of any n1ortgagee or any others who 
were interested in the company. The next new 
clause which w:1s suggested by the Select Com
mittee was that if the railway were abandoned 

it would become the property of the Government; 
but with the present chmse he thought the other 
would be scarcely necessn,ry. If the Govern
Inent hacl povver to work the raihYa.y he did ll')t 
think there waR any nect."iHity for IJroviding that 
it should become the property of the GO\~ernment. 
He spoke entirely from a Government point of 
view. He thoug·ht. if the clanse wore amended 
in thH way he had snggested, the next one could 
be left out. 

Mr. FOXTOX said he would accept thR 
an1endrr1ent. 

Clanse, a,; amended, put and passed. 
::\lr. JfOXTON said that he would adopt th<' 

sngge.~tion of the Prmnler not to nwve the in 4 

sertion of the next ne\v clause it was propo~efl to 
n1ove; but he would nwve the new one following 
~"Penalty for refusing to give np poH.'ie:-;Rion of 
the railway "-which had been rec:ommendccl by 
the Select Committee." 

Question put and paHsed. 
On chuse 51, as follows:-
"At any time after the ex}Jirat.ion of five yenrs from 

the fin:tl completion of the railway, the Governor in 
Councilma.' }nn·chas:e fl'mn the company the railway 
with the l'Olling-stO('k and nll a.ppnrlenanees thereof at 
a snm pqnal to the cost price of the ~aid railway, with 
five potmds per nnnmn ealculated from the date 
of snch fin:ll completion for every one lmndred. 
pounds of the said r.ost price added thereto, tog;ether 
with a, s.nm e'ttual to the then valne of the saiLi 
rolling- stock nnd appurtenances. 'l'he amonnt 
of such pnrchase money sllall be certitied to l):r 
the engineer before the same shnll be paid. to tile 
company ; bnt if an,v dispute or diffcr('n<'e shall ari:..e 
between the company and the C'll,tdueer. or the }(inistm', 
as to the snm to be inserted in the eng·ineer's certificate, 
or a~ to the said purehase money, the same shall be 
determined hy arbitration .. , 

Mr. FOXTOK said it would be observed that 
the Select Committee had suggested a very 
important amendment to that clause. There 
was a great deal to be said for and against the 
proposal, and he should take the sense of the 
Committee upon it as it stood. 'l'he amendment 
was proposed by the hon. member ior Townsville, 
his reason beiug this : As the chtnse stood, the 
Government would have the option of taking 
over the railway, rolling-stock, arHlappurtenanceH, 
at a sum equal to the cost price of the railway 
with 5 per cent. per annum added. That was to 
say-suppose the railway cost £100,000, at the 
end of five years the Government would have to 
pay for it £12!5,000 if they exercised their right 
of purchase. The hon. member for Townsville 
thought that poRHibly if the concern did not turn 
out successfully, and the company found that their 
property was not as valuable as they now 
anticipated-perhaps not worth as much as they 
had expen<led on it-they might bring pressure 
to bear, and cnrnpel any Gover1nnent to take 
oyer the undertaking at a price far exceeding 
its value. The hon. member fur TownsvillP 
had suggeste<l that the presHure might lw 
bmught to bear in "'"rions ways ; but he did 
not explain how - possibly the hon. member 
knew better how that sort of thing might 
he done than he (J\lr. :Fuxtnn) did. The hon. 
meml1er thought that in this way, unless the 
clause was a1nended, the countl'y rnight be 
saddled with a non-paying concern, for which it 
would be called upon to pay a premium of :25 per 
cent. on the original cost. He regretted very nn1eh 
that the hon. member for Townsville was not in 
the Chamber to expbin his own views. For hiH 
own part he thought, as he had said on the second 
reading, there 'vas sornething definite in the clause 
aHitstood in the Bill, while there was considerable 
uncertainty about the amendment proposed by the 
Select Committee. The hon. me m her for Towns
ville also thought that if the altemtions were made 
the time should be increased from five to ten years, 
becan~o;e hi? cqnsidf:>red that five year::;;-· a.nd he 
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(:VIr. Voxton) th""':·ht he \\'ft prnt.ty C<dT•'Ci. in 
that--·\\ H,.-.; noL a ~uflic~ient tin1l• to Pll:-;nr,_, thH 
(•nwpa,ll,V's I.JH~ng. ahlf" to 'lllatnre thni1· ~<"hDuJe.", 
and IlltL!~t~ t~1mr hn£~ a~ thoroughly a pa.ying e~m
cern ae rtrml(htotherwiHc lJe, TotPHt thcfeelinv 
of tne Cornrnittee, he wonl(l llln\'8 the mHi:-. .... ioi~ 
of the 'vnrd "five:' "ith the duw of inserting 
the word '·ten." 

The PlnnHER 'aid he rli<l not think the 
chume hod been ~improve<! by the SPleet Com
rnittee. 'l"h~ tenu.-; for tht~ pnrcha:->A of a rail
way ongh_t to he \'('ry detinitel.v fixnd, fH~Col·dim . ..;· 
to the Yiews he h:td alway.-; advoc~Lterl. in the 
Hon.~e; and when the prmnoter~ \Vere c(mnnnni
cating· with thP- (}ovcrnrnent (!Jl tllf~ sulJject that 
was one _of the ;.;tipuhttion~ a~n~Arl np,on. He 
thought It wa,; " stipuLttion entirdy in the 
int~restc; of ihe country. If the ·company 
desrred to sell the lmo to the (fovernureut at 
a le . ..;;-; price, thet'A wa:-: nothing to pr(we11t 
then1 fro111 doing BO, :-;o long a"" Pn..rliarnent Yoted 
the nwney. ( }f eourtie, if ParlinJuent did 11ot 
1·ote the mmrey, the line could not b• bmwht 
at >tll. He th;,nght it was far better. to k~ep 
the clause as it •;t<Hld. The rolling--stock aml 
appurtenances wonld he v.clued bY arbitration. 
hut HO far as the rail way it:-.;elf w'as enncernef( 
the snm ]mitl shonld be the eost "f the railwa~ 
with G per cent. per annum added. · 

;'vir. FOXTOX said hiH Yimvs coi~citled entirely 
with those of the Pn,mit•r. In deference to th'e 
vicw.s of the Sdect Cnmmitte.'. he had thon.,ht 
it hi~ duty to uwn~ the an1eudu/ent; l1ut, in V~\V 
of tlw• PrPnlier's expreRdinn of opinion he wonld 
withdraw it. ' 

Anwndruent, l1y lf'a\'e, with(lrawn; and c1a.nsr., 
'"rear!, pnt anrl pa~sed. 

The PHK\riEH s:cid he had a new clause to 
move to fnllow clauHe 51. It mi.,ht be found 
inconvenient that the piece of rail~rav bt'tween 
the school-house l'P.,en·e and the junction Hhould 
belong to the cnmpan~~, to the exelu~ion of the 
Uo\'ernlnent; aud it \nn1ld nta.ke no difference 
to the cmnpn.ny so long as thev had the n:-:;e of 
it. He ]Jroposerl to insert th~ following new 
elause :-

At any time after the final comvletion of the railwav 
1 he Goyernor in Cmnwilma~· plll'(~ha~c t'rom the cm;t~ 
pany that part of the raihny between t.hes('hoolre;-;erve 
in Keut ~tret~t, )Jan·borongh, Hllf1 Croydon, at a ~mu 
CllHal tot he eost priee of snrh part. with iiYC JH)mlfb per 
n.nnnm ealenlatml from the <latP or sneh tiual eolltplc
tnn fOI' every one illtllclretl ponn<l:::: of the snid P.O~t ]JrieP 
added thereto. The alllOH'It of :--1wh Jllll'(•.ha..;e money 
~hall l)e c•rrtifipcl to hy tlH' e11ginoer lwl'ore the ~alll~ 
:-~halt be paid to the <•,ompany. 

(/uestinn put and passed. 
Clause~ fi2 to 55, inclw.;.;ive, pas.sed as printnd. 

Clrtuse :)G-" l:>enalty on person.~ obstructing a 
frt~e conn;e of raihvay·'--pasMed, with n,n anu~ndM 
lllE'nt provlding· tha.t the ennYictiou of ofl\~1Hh•rs 
1nnst be befor~ two justien~. 

C,I,mu;e :i7 ~" J~unishllH~nt for dt~Mtro_v~n~· WOI'kf-1, 
etc. -passt~d! with a.nH~nJHtt'llts Jn·ovldllJg that 
pt~rson.s conviCtt>d shou1<l ])(~ knpt in penal ser
vitncll~, iu:-;tead of being sentenced t1) hard la hunt 
on tlw roads or other public 'iYorks of the colony. 

ClauseR f>S to ()4, inclnsive, va:-~sed as printed. 

Claw.;e G.J~" P~trtie:-; a.llowed to appea.l to next 
district court on giving ;-;ecnrity n __ pa'-'sed, \\·ith 
" verbal arnenrlrnent. 

C1:tn;;;es tHi to~~~' incln:..;ive, pnsr-;ed as printed. 

:\Ir. FOX TO:'\ mm·ed that the follo;ving new 
clause be im;erterl after clause 72 of the Bill :-

If the raihvay referred. to iu tht~ depo;;;;ited plan~. :-.erM 
t iOn1l. :tlltl bookd ..r rrferenee is not com1Jlctecl. wit-hin 
three Y£' trs f1·om tlw pn:-:sing or this A(·t. then. on the 
expirntion of that period, the r~owcrs, rig·ItfE.;. and prlYi
leg·e:-: lJy thb Ant J.{r"mtcct to the t•mnvaHy for aequiring 
lancl by lll\I'Oha:-c Ol· ot hur\\'ise and I' or .,,.(,1'1\ing m1tl 
••omvleting the milway. 01· ulh~rwise inrelatwn tller~w. 

slH-lll N·a~r, :1111l ddcrminc, and tilt•rt·uvun the sum 
fh·pn:-:i1c-c1 b.' tlw etJtnpany ro 1llc ('l'edit or the .:\Iinistcr 
fl~ )Jfm·e.-.aid, a:-: 'Cl~lll'ity fnl' thf! d1H~ •·nmpletion Of the 
main line of tlte l'ailwny. ~hall be.: and hceome alJ~olutety 
forfcite<l to Jlpt· .Haje~ty. 

The Hox. lt. B. SHEJUJ >AN Haid he hoved 
the wonl ''"two'" would be Rnbstituterlfnr "three" 
years in the dan.";e, rrhe country over which 
the railw"'y wonl<l pass w:c' so le1•el-there wore 
no engineering ditficnltieR tn o\·ercnnte-that the 
\Vork (~oUl(l be- 8<t.--.ily CO!llpleted within two years. 
In a lW\\' eonntry like thi8 changeH touk place 
rapidly, alnw::;t OV!::'ry day; nnd the quicker they 
got work clone the better. He therefore hoped 
that "two" would be substituted for "three." 

::\lr. FO:XTOX 'airl he mrderHtnod the objec
tion rai:-~C'd hy the hon. geutlemnn, and would 
point out that it was quite possible that the 
milw:t~' would be completed within two 
yea.r:-; ; but there were nlRo wharvefi and 
jetties nt 1Trmtgan to be erected~ which 
hn nw1er~tood could 11ot very wel1 be com
pleted under three jyears. As would le >eln 
by the evidence of l\lr. lt:cwlins, the engineer 
of the comJmny, lJeh1·een £40,000 and £45,000 
wonld he expended in wharves and jetties 
a.1one ; and it wonlrl. apy1ear, according to his 
eddence, that the "·harves were really the most 
difficnlt portion nf the whole undertaking, 
and wonld mlatively cost more and t:cke 
longer tilne to eo1mtruet than any otlH-~r 
portion of the works of the company. Of 
cour1'·a~, if the wha.rve::; could not be got ready 
within tlU'ee yearR it wnnld scareely be of an~· 
grt-:Lt wh antage to the colony, or to t}Je distric-t 
within which the railway was situated, to have the 
line completed within two years, for the railway 
would not pay hcfore the wharves were made ; 
while, on the other· hand, it would be a hardship 
on the con>pany to be compellerl to complete the 
railway twelve months befqre they could make 
any valuable use of it. He hoped the hon. 
gentleman would withdraw his objection. He 
had no doubt that the company would complete 
tJ.re undertaking in the Hhortest time possible. 
Cou~idering the lwa vy pe11alty that waR in1posed, 

t e certainly thonght it wonld scCLrcely be fair 
to limit the time for the completion of 
the work to a shorter period th:cn that 
within which it "·ould he a matter of cer
tainty that it could be carried out. He wa,; 
dedcfe,U:y of opinion, taking into conFlidera.tion 
the Jre,wy penalty impoHe<l, that three years wrts 
not too long to allow. 

The Ho:-~. R B. SHETIIIlAX eaid it h>trl 
always been mH.ler,toocl that tho line to 
J>iall)a wnnl1l C()nfer a great benefit upon 
the r•."sitlents of the Bnmett, <iympie, vVide 
Bay, and :\larylloroug-h <listricts--that it would 
l1e a ha.t}Jing phtec~ ~tlld sanatorinrn for thmn. 
The whrtrf or commercial line had 1·ery little to 
rlo with tlw original int<·ntion ; and the veople 
in thoHn di~trict~ :-;hon]d nnt be asked to wait 
three y<'ar' hrcmiHe a wharf harl to be con
,>trnetrd, Tlrey wanted the railway sn that they 
c.;on1d gf~t (1own to H f-'l'Vt'y·;.; Ray, rrnd take ad van~ 
tage of the sanatnrimn there~. :Fie, therefore, 
still hop.,,] thl1t "two" years wonlcl be substituted 
for "three'" in order to nb1ige the large nun1ber 
nf ]'enple who lived in the districtH he had men
ti(med. 

The PHKM.IEll Haiti he did not agree with 
his hon. colleague on tlmt point. Three years 
w:1s the titne nsually granted in GrPat Britain 
for line,; of Hhort length. Tbe clause was 
inserted when the Bill "as before the Select 
Comn1ittee on the 1notion of the hnn. mmnber in 
charge of it, at hiH (the Prenrier's) suggestion, 
becanHe it ha1l occurred tn him that it was an 
muission, It was the clause nsu>~lly contained 
i11 Engli:-;h ~tntntes of thnt ld11d. It waR only 
t\H> (1!' t.hrer. month~ aw1 that a <Jl1e>tion 
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\V:tR a.l'g'W"d ht:'fol'f~ the 1 fon~A of LoL'd:-: 
a~ to Lhr~ ('4lll:..;truetion of :1 clan~~ fra.mPd in 
exnetly th~ HH.1ne tm·m:-; a-; the OlH:' nnrlu1· 
discnRRion; ~o thnt there was no difficulty a.-.. to 
its n1eaning. \Vhen three yea.r:-; was the tilnr 
allowed in GrP>tt Britain, where the facilities for 
cn.rrying out F~nch workR were 1nnch greater than 
in the colony, he thonght they might fairly all<•w 
the same period here. especially considering the 
hea,·y penalty imposed. 

Mr. AXNEA]{ sai<l he r0gretted that the 
Governn1ent ha.d not seen their wa.y to provide 
a railwa,y to l)ia.Iha the1nselves. He w~t~ sure 
that no line in the colony would pay better from 
the very cnnnnencement than that line wonld ; 
but he was afraid that it would tltke a person of 
far more persuasive eloquence than he posse~-;ed 
to le>~d the hon. the :!\iinister for \Yot·ks to he 
nf the same opinion as he was. If two years was 
the titne allowed, it wonld 1nean t\vo yea.r~ awl 
Rix months, bevause, if he understood the Bill 
correctly, the comJ"'ny had not to commence 
operations until six months after it had passed. 
The jetties would have nothing whate\·er to do 
with Cttrrying out what his hon. colleague had 
suggesterl~ the nHtking of the line tn Pi alba. 
.He believed the line to that place could be com
pleted fm·under £40,000. The country there was 
nf such an easy character for the construction of a 
milway that he believed it woul<lnot cost that 
amom~t. The people nf Nlaryborongh, mHl every
body in the \Vide Bay and Burnett dh;trict, had 
been looking forward fnr many years for that line 
to be made. In fact, it had been promised 
by, he believed, preceding Governments, am! 
everyone had lnnked upon it as a matter of fact 
th,1t it would be one of the first lines made ; and 
therefore he did not think they were asking ton 
much in requiring that the portion to Pia,Jba 
should be constructed within two ye,us. \Vith 
regard to the remark that had fallen from 
the hon. gentleman in charge of the Bill, 
to the effect tlmt Government contracts were 
not CO!l1]Jleted in time, he might mention 
thltt the Government the ether day let a 
contract, which he estimated would cost 
about £120,000, to be completed within two 
years; and he had no doubt it would be com
pleted within that time. The contract for the 
line provided for by the Bill would, ltccording to 
his estimate, not cost more thal.l £40,000, and 
surely it could be completed within two years, 
when a line that was to cost £120,000 had tn be 
completed within the same period. He hoped 
the clause would be amended in such a way as to 
require that the portion of the line tn Pialba 
should be constructed within the time suggested 
b.v his hon. colleague, Mr. Sheridan. 

2\'Ir. FOXTON said that it might be trne that 
a contract had been let for £1:20,000, to be com
pleted within two years ; but that, he presumed, 
was for a milway pnre and simple ; while on the 
other hand, as he had already pointed out, the 
scheme of the company involved the construc
tion, not only of a railway, but of wharves, 
which would take much iongcr to construct 
than the railway itself. He thought it would 
be a hardship if the compltny were compelled 
to complete their railway within a shorter period 
than that within which they could utiliRe it
twelve months before they cnnld make any 
profitallle use of it. He would also lJoint mit 
that the company could not do anything in the 
way of 111aking preparations for e.:Lrrying out the 
work until the Bill became law. The moment it 
becnme law the three years would begin to run ; 
and he ventured to say that they would have 
very little time tn spare. Although the actual 
construction of the lino might take only two 
years, it would necessarily take some time for 
them to get their plmtt together, call fortem\ers, 

and "" on so that lw thon.;ht lh•·r~ wonltl bt• 
,., ry littl" over thP lw<, .vear' left f,n· tlw aC't.nal 
conf.ltl·nction c 1f the works. 

The :Yll:'\ ISTER F<llt WORKS su,id he 
thought it would be very nndesirable that the 
eompany should be bound neck and crop to any 
particular time. He believed that they would 
con:;;trnct the line a.-i soon as possible, in order to 
enable them to convey their timber for the con
struction nf their wharves. He could qnite 
underRtancl that the hon. j nnior rue1n her for 
1VIan•l)()rongh would be much better pleased if 
the ·line hotd been con;;tructerl by the Govern
ment, because there would be no facility at all 
for Ct>lning clown upon the con1pa.ny a.s to the 
reduction of mte< and for free passes and things 
of that sort. He (the .Minister for \Vorks) was 
very glad the conlprtny were going to build the 
rail wa)' ; and he believed that the country would 
be fnlly slttisfied with the result. He nmintained. 
that the fir"t thing the company would do wo~1ld 
be to build the line for the pnrpose of conveymg 
mttterial to build their wha1Tes, as it would be to 
their own ad vantage to do HO. 

Mr. FERGUSON said there was another 
point that the company wonld ha' e to Ree to, and 
that was with regaxd to coalpits. The cornpan.Y 
wonld han~ to conunen~e at once to open 11p the1r 
mines, ;md the milway wonld be of very little 
use tn them so far as the coal tmde went until 
they had sunk their coalpits and c<1nstrncted 
their wharver; ; and to cmnpel thern to con~tnwt 
the railway before those works wer~ completed 
would be a very great hardship. Another thing 
was that he was certain that the line to Piallm 
won'ld be cunstructec:l very Inuch sooner, even if 
the Government did intend to construct it. 

The Ho:-~. R. B. SHERIDAN said he was 
sorry thltt the hnn. member for Jlockbmnpton 
shmlld not ha Ye been a little Inore generous., 
because he could assnre him that if ever tlw 
line tn Emu Park were con;;trncted he would 
warmly support it- not for a11y commerci>tl 
reason, but as a sanatorium for the people o 
Rockhmnpton, who wanted it very much. 

Mr. G JUi\J:ES said he did not think there 
woul<l he tmy great difficulty, so fat· as the pits 
were concerned, in having a shaft sunk within a, 
tweh-emonth. One of the deepest coal-shaftR in 
Queensland was sunk in about .six or eight months, 
so that there would he no <litficulty in getting :1 
mine rea<ly if the coal were within a reasonable 
depth ; and it was presume<! that it woul rl be so. 
So far as the whan•es were concerned, they 
were not mentioned in the Bill, aml the Com
mittee had nothing to do with thelll. They 
were now legislating fnr the railway, and it 
would be an advantage to ::Vlaryborough to offer 
facilities for the residents of that town to get 
to Pialba. It was not ton much to ask that the 
line should be constructed in two years, as they 
had it in the evidence that it was very easy 
ground, and thltt there would be no difficulty 
wh:'.tever; and the rail way would only co,;t £2,000 
per mile. He should support the amendment of 
the hon. member for J\J:aryborough. 

Jl.lr. BLACK said he thought that each nf 
those lines should be discussed npon its merits. 
He did not see what the Emu Park line had to 
do with this particular line, and it cmne with 
a ,·ery bad gra.c.e frmn a J\Iini;.;ter to ::;ng.gest 
to the hon. member for Hockhampton, that 1f he 
wonld snpport him in the present matter, he wonl<l 
support him in the .Emu Park line. Consirlering 
the very heavy penalty there was for the non
fulfilment of the terms of the company's contract, 
three years was little enough. He took it for 
grante'd that, the necessity of the line having 
been admitted, the company in their own interest 
wonlt\ con~trnct it'~" speedily ;,s possible. The 
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country ':vas not gi dng a very great concession, 
and he thong·ht the company were entitled to 
every consideration. If the company found 
they conk! con8truct the line in two years, he 
had not the slightest doubt that they would do 
it in that timL 

Mr. A~NEAR said he thought his hon. col
league had made a mistake, 'end that he meant. that 
he would snpport a line from Port Alma to Hock
hampton if it were to be eonstructed by a private 
company. There was no doubt that any line 
that would be 1uade across theme Inangrnve 
swamps would be made by a private company. 
He would like to ask the hon. gentleman what 
was the distttnce from Pialba to 1:Crangan Point? 
He thought it was about three or four miles. 
The argument of the hon. :Minister for \Vorks 
would not hold good, so far as the timber was con
cerned. There was a clause in the Bill which 
provided that the company might procure timber 
at Fraser'N r~land-an island right O}Jpo:-;ite to 
where the wharves were to be made. Huch 
being the case, the timber would not require to 
be brought by rail. 'The line might go as far as 
Pialba, anrl be continued afterwanls, he pre
sumed. 

l\ir. J<'OXTON said he gave thA information 
as to the distance on the second reading. It was 
Homething less than seventeen miles to l'htlba 
from the 7-mile peg on the Burrum line, whete 
the Pinlba line branched off. The continuati<>n 
from :Pittlha to Urangan would be about four 
:md a-half miles. That was about twentv-two 
miles from the Burrnm line. There were also 
about four and a-half miles of loop-line-about 
twenty-five miles, roughly speaking, altogether. 

Clause put and passed. 
Preamble passed as printed. 
The House resumed, and the CHAIRMAN re

ported the Bill wi'h amendments. 
On the motion of the PHKi\II.ER, the Speaker 

left the chair, and the House resolved itself into 
a Committee of the \Vhole to reconsider clauses 
14 and 20. 

On clause 14-~" Power to purchase lands for 
additional acconunodation''-

The PREMIER said the effect of portions of 
cla.uses 14 and Vi, as passed, would be that the 
company would be able tn purchase selections all 
over the colony upon which the conditions had 
not been performed. 'l.'h<tt would be a kind of 
speculation which it was not desirable to offer 
them. He proposed, therefore, to insert after 
the word "lands " in the 3rd line of the chuse 
the words "distant not more than one mile from 
the main line of railway." 

:\fr. FOXTON said he, of course, accepted 
the mnendment of the hon. member. Although 
it would appear that, as J>tt"ecl by the Committee, 
in the clanAe the povrer was given to con1n1it 
the alnme-for it would be abuse-pointed out 
by the Premier, he was f[uite 'ure it was not the 
intention of the draftsrnan of the Bill to take 
the power of purchasing lands all over the 
colony. He was f[uite certttin that the company 
would not require to take lands under this clause 
at any gre":ter distance from the line of rail way 
than one rmle. 

. A1nenchnent agreed tn; and clause, as a1nended, 
put and passed. 

On clause 20---" Power to parties to make 
private branch railways communicating with the 
rail\vav"-

The-PREMIER said there was nothing in the 
clause to provide tlmt the regulations to be made 
bv the company should be subject to the approval 
of the Governor in Council. He doubted whether 
the gPneral provisions with regard to regulations 
wonlcl cover the otnis~ion ; i.n fact he did not 

think they would. He therefore proposed to 
insert after the word "company," in the 8th line 
of the clause, the words "subject to the >tpproml 
of the Governor in Council." 

Amendment agreed to; and clau.;e, as amended, 
put and passed. 

On the motion of Mr. ~'OXTON, the House 
resumed ; the CHAIIUIAN reported tbe Bill with 
further amendments; the report was adopted, 
and the third reading· made mt Order of the 1 lay 
for 'l'uesday next. 

TRA YELLING EXPENSES O:F HIS 
H0::\'01'R .TUDG~~ COOPER 

The Hox. B. B. MOHETOX, in moving
That there bo laid on the table of the Ilonse, a ('Opy 

of all eorre~pondence lJetween His Honour Judge 
Cooppr and the Attorney-General's depat·tment, bav1ng 
rc[erence to the snm of £301 7s. 5d., drawn by him on 
nm~onnt of travelling expenses when on circuit during 
part of April and part of May last--
sai<l: JVf r. Speaker,-As I have been informed 
by the Attorney-Cleneral that there has been no 
correspondence whtttever npon this matter, he
tween HiR Honour J uclge Cooper and his depart
ment, I shall not take up the time of the House on 
the subject for very long. However, I will direct 
the ttttention of hon. members to my reasons for 
putting this motion upon the yaper. J~on. 
members will no doubt have read m the Aud!tor
Ueneral's report. at page 11, that ''in .June last 
the customary statement of cheques drawn by 
His Honour ,J wlge Cooper, between tl!e lot 
and 1Gth of JYlay, was received, an1_ounting to 
£20ii 14s. llcl.," and that the sum of £9!5 12s. lid. 
had Leen paid on account of the same circuit 
in the latter part of the precelling month : so 
that in a very short time dnring April and May
a period of three weeks-His Honour drew a total 
sum of £301 ·?s. 5d. for travellmg expenses. Hon. 
members will agree with the remark made by 
the Auditor-General-that that sum was "con
sidered excessive." Since Hnch \Vas the case, 
the Auclitor-Geneml referred the matter to the 
Attnrney-General, and I presumed there would 
have been some correspondence between the 
Attorney-Ueneral and His Honour ,Judge Cooper 
as to the expenditure of that sum. It seems 
now that them has been no correspondence 
at all, and that that sum of mcmey has been 
placed to His Honour's debit for next year:s 
expenses. How far the expenses of .. tl;e1r 
Honours the J'udues are amenable to criticism 
in this House, I~ do not know ; but I think 
that. when we find that in three weeks a sum 
of £301 7s. :'id. has been expended on circuit 
by a judge, it is time this ~ouse should. take 
notice of such an extraordmary expenditure. 
It is because I think we are the custodians 
of the money belonging to the public that .I 
have drawn the attention of the House to tins 
matter referred to by the Auditor-General in 
his report. As there has been no correspon
dence carried on between the Attorney-tleneral's 
department and His Hc,nour Judge Cooper, 
there i, very little use in saving- anything more 
upon the sirbject; bnt I hof>e that in future 
there will he some means taken to keep the 
expenditure of the judges in check in some way 
or other. I beg to move the rr.otion standing in 
my name . 

The ATTOHNEY-GI~NERAL said: Mr. 
Speaker,-As the hon. gentleman has jnst d.ated, 
he has been informed by me that there IS no 
correspondence between ilis Honour lYir. ;r ustice 
Cooper and the Attorney-General's department 
in respect to this matter. If I had only !mown 
beforehanr! thttt the hon. gentleman d<:8lred to 
obtain any information on the subject I could 
have given it to him, hut th.e first intir~atinn 
I had of his desire was seemg the notice of 
motion nn the paper~ and J had n0 op] Jnrtnnity 
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of previously conveying- to him what I did 
convey tu him immediately after he gave the 
notice. The amount no doubt seems large, but 
it will be borne in mind th"t it covers the entire 
period between the time the jud;;-e left Bowen 
and his return to Bowen. I am not prepared to 
Hay that the expenditure was confined exclu
sively to the period of three weeks. Although 
the cher1ues are drawn apparently during a period 
of three weeks, yet they cover the entire 
expenses ref)nired for the performance of that 
circuit, which began in April and ender! in May. 
Of course, it must be borne in mind that in the 
North travelling h;1nore ex~Jensive than it i8 in the 
South. As to the control which the Attorney
General's department has over the expenses of the 
jnrlges, I may say that there is really no control. 
This is a matter that has alw>tys been left to the 
honour of the judges themselves. They are 
supposed to provide for their own require
ments, for the rer1uirements of their asw
ciates, and for the rerjuirements of the tipstaffs 
they take with them, and to do so with
out stinting themselves. \Vhn,t tho8e expenses 
are is left entirely to them, and they simply 
sign cheques for the amounts required, and "end 
in vouchers for the cheques drawn. They are 
not called upon-and never have been e:>lled 
upon, or expected-to furnish any particulars uf 
their expenses. All that I know ahout the 
m'ttter before the House is, that an application 
came to me from the Treasury with re~ard to 
cheques drawn by His Honour J\1r .• Jtmtice 
Cooper, for which it was said there were no funds, 
and I was asked whn,t w>ts to be done. I replied 
that the cheques were to be paid. I could hnrclly 
have given any other answer. I certainly will 
never be a pr1rty to cher1ues dmwn by judges 
being dishonoured when presented for payment. 
The letter I have referred to is all the 
correspondence there has heen with the 
Attorney-General's department in respect to this 
matter. 

l>Ir. KELLETT said : I take it from what 
has fttllen from the Attorney-General that the 
hrm. gentleman is perfectly satislied with the 
arnonnt paid by his department for the travelling 
expenses of lV1r. ,Justice Cooper. The hon. gentle
man cmnmenced his "peech by excnsing the whole 
thing, and telling us that travelling expenses 
in the North are very heavy. If this kind 
of thing is to go on I think the sooner 
judges are stopped r\rawing cheques the better ; 
they had better send in their Youche1·s in 
the same way as officers of other departments. 
It appears that lVlr. ,Justice C.lOper spent 
£207 14s. lld. in a for~night. If that i8 correct, 
the cost of travelling in the North must he very 
high indeed. But I think this is past a joke, 
and I am rather astonished at hon. members 
laughing nt it. There is no doubt that lawyers 
do take each other's patt as a rule, but I think 
this is n, n1atter deserving of considetation, and 
I am gbd that attention has been called to it by 
the Auditor-General. It is well that we have 
one independent officer in the State who will draw 
attention to such a matter as this. If some altera
tion is not made in the mode of paying judges' 
expenses we do not know what their honours may 
do in future, seeing that they now draw cheques .iust 
a' they like. The Attorney-General says their 
cheques should not be dishonoured; no matter 
what may be the amount of a cheque, it must not 
be di.shononred-at least tha.t is what I under
stand from the argument of the Attorney
(ieneral. \\'ell, I hold a different opinion; I 
think it should be dishonoureLl. I hope the 
Attorney-General will see thr1t the matter is 
getting beyond a joke, and that some step.' 
shnnld be taken to prevent the tecurrence in the 
future of such an expenditure as ha.s now been 
b1·uught uncle•· the nutice of the l:!ouse. 

~Ir. T. C) .. ~IPBELL said: I may point nut 
to the l<LHt spe>tker and to the House that there 
is very little data indeed for him to base his 
strictures upon. As far as I can make out from 
the Auditor-General's report, the paragraph 
referring to this matter only s<eys that Mr. 
.1 ustice Cooper has spent ,1;307. lt rloes not say 
when it was drawn. It is quite possible that the 
cher1ues were drawn to cover a debt incurred by 
the judge when travelling on a previous circuit. 
If the Auditor-General had shown ns in his 
report what Mr . .Justice Cooper h>trl drawn for 
traYelling expen~es ~o111e rnonths before, we :-;hou1d 
have had something to go upon; but the report 
only states that these cher1ues were paid during 
June and a portion of the month of May. 

An HoNOCI\ABLE J\'[E}!BER : In A1'ril and 
;;ray. 

Mr. T. CA:\1PBELL : \Yell, I tttke the cmTec
tion. Snppnsing it were three weeks, thttt doe~ 
not alter my argument. It is quite ]!l>ssible that 
the judge may have incunecl the debt some 
months before. I must confess thn.t I cannot 
understand how a judge could spend £307 ili 
travelling expenses for the period which htts been 
specified, but I suppose--and charitttbly, I pre
smne-that the clebt was incurred before tlmt. 
I certainly think thnt this House would pro
ceed more prudently hy waiting until hr>n. 
1ne1nbers have 1nore data in their po::;sest>ion, 
before they cast even a. shttdow of censure on 
T\Ir .• T ustice Cooper. The position of a judge of 
the Supreme Court, I am sure hon. members 
will agree, is a very onerous and iinportant one, 
and I think it is well that he should be allowed 
some discretion in the matter of expenditure. 
It is l"'ssible that the discretion rm<y be abused 
11t times, but for all that I think it is the lesser 
of two evils to allow the judges th"t di.,cretion. 
I repeat that there is not the slightest doubt 
that there is no data before us on which the 
House can justly censure :VIr. Justice Cooper. 

:Mr. ISAMBERT said : .Judges can in no 
way claim infaUibility; and T think the Auditor
General and the hon. member for Bm·nett 
deserve credit for htwing dmwn attention 
to this matter, for it is almost time the cheques 
of the officers, both high up and low down in 
the service, were looked into. 

The P llK\1IER said : I should be loth to con
demn a judge of the Supreme Court without 
being in possession of fuller information than 
is before us, hut I do think I am justi
fied and bound to express the opinion that, 
apparently, the expenditure is very extraordinary 
indeed. There may be, and possibly are, sorue 
reasons to justify so large an expenditure; but 
it has been the practice of Praliament always, 
in the case of such high functionaries as 
their honours the judges, to trust to their 
honour not to incur any greater expenditure 
than may be necessary for the performance 
of their duties with dignity. I know of no 
instance in which that rule has hitherto been 
broken. Parliament has reposed a very great 
amount of confidence in the judges of the 
Supreme Court, and it has been left to their 
discretion as to what expenees they should incur; 
but if it was shown that that confidence could be 
11bused I have no doubt that Parliament would 
step in and define more definitely the powers 
of the judges in that respect. I hope that it will 
never be necessnry in this colony to take such 
steps as that. 

The Hox. B. B. 1IORETON said: After the 
remarks of the hon. the Premier, I do not think 
I need say anything more upon this subject, and, 
with the 1 >ermission of the House, I will therefore 
withdraw the ltl<Jtion. 

:O.lotion, by leave, withdrawn. 
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CUS'l'OMS COLLECTIOXS AT THE 
DIFFEHEKT POl\TS. 

1\lr. BLACK : "Yir. Speaker, -~~The motion 
standing in my IUtlne i.s to the following effect :~ 

That there be l:titl on the table of the !IOHt'C, a 
Return showing-·-

1. The Cnstom~ eollretion:-; at the different p(Jrts of 
the eolony from 1st .July, 1H79. to :J lth ·hllH', Jfi81·. with 
the total~ for eaeh port Hlld for the fom· linaneial tlis
triet~ for the 1:>UUJC lJE'riod. 

2. The gcncntl delJt and the Ioca.l debt. of eaeh of 
the Hnaneial dJ:.;trict~. 

'I' he whole to form n cont ilmatioll of the l'Cturn 
orflPrPfl. to hP m·inted by the Legislative ~\::;~emhly, 18th 
September, 1879. 

'l'he return that I have referred to waR one 
called for by the late :.rr. Amhurot, and it 
showed the Customs collections from the year 
18G1 to 1879 inclusive. It also divided the 
Customs collections into four different sectiow;
namely, the Southern, \Vide Bay, the Central, 
nnd the Northern divisions of the colony. Iflwn. 
members will take the trouble to look at it, they 
will see thnt it is a very valnable piece of st>1tis
tical information_ It includes every seaport 
in the colony; and the progressive nature of the 
revenue can be a~certaine(l nt a glance, as far 
a~ the Cu1:1tmns are concerned, in any particular 
district. It is valuable, as showing the pro;:rress 
from year to year of each district. I mw;t mention 
th>tt this return at that time was compil~d for 
the purpose of giving certa,in nece~Rary infor
liHLtiun in conneetiqn with a Financial Separation 
Bill which '"'" then hefore the Honse; bnt it 
never came to anything. It is quite lJOS.··dble, 
as I understand from the Colonial Treasurer, 
that n, certain portion of this information could 
not be procured until after a considerable time 
had pas..;ed over, and without givi11g 1nore 
trouble to the Treasury Department than 1 am 
anxious tu cause. _,:-\.t the tianle tirue, I wi:-:.h to 
point out that there wae also another return, 
dividing the general and particular debt of 
the colony into the four principal districts 
I have mentioned. The debt of the colony at 
that time wat< thirteen >tnd a-quarter millions, 
so tha.t we have practically no information 
since the date of the last retum. Since that 
time tbe debt has increased to sixteen millions, 
so that really the further completion of the 
return merely involves the apportioning of the 
increased debt. \V ell, I find tha,t even that 
information is not of such a difficult rv,ture 
for the department to compile as I was led to 
believe, becct\me I find in the Auditor-General's 
return up to .Tune of last year th:tt the "~hole nf 
the debt of the sixteen millions is actually ap
portioned to the different expenditure of the 
colony. \Ve have the whole of the railways, 
the whole of the buildings, the dams and water 
supply, the roads and bridges, and miscella
neous expenditure. The only thing is that 
it is not apportioned to the four different clis
tricts referred to in the return I ha,vr"nentioned. 
I think it would be very useful if cmnpleted at 
the present time, especially as, in addition to 
making- the return useful and valuable, it would 
compl~te it np to date. However, I am quite 
prepared, if the Colonial Treasurer will point ont 
to me in what way he can make the return 
:1pproach as nen,r as possible to what I want, to 
amend the 1notion :--o aH to 1ueet hi:-:; viewt:;, 

The COLOXIAL TltEASUltEHsaicl: When 
the hon. nwm ber for .:\Iaclmy g:we notke of his 
motion, and when it w:ts calleo on yosten]a,y, I had 
to declrtre it not formal-not with the desire to 
withhold the inforrn:ttion which he hrts a right to 
demand a:-; n me,.nber of the House, but simply 
because it io illl)lfJ"ible at the pre:;ent time tc· 
give him tht.: !nftJnn:c~J;inn in th~ exact fqrrn h£ 
wLhec: it. The h·:m. t;cnt!emu,n ha:s nwveJ that 

certa-in infonnatiou be given to forn1 (.L continua
tion of a return ordered to be printed in 1870. 
Th:~t return, '" thQ htm. member has stated, 
reallv formed part of a Rcheme of firutncial 
sepax·ation, wbich had been tletailed in the House 
during the sessions of 1876, 1S77, and 1878. 
I think it was in 1871l tlmt the 13ill was intro
duced and the return to which he alluded was 
a cm;1plemeut to the scheme in the Bill, in 
which return 1\fr. Amhurst, the late member 
fnr J\Iackay, asked for the sy,;tem of. fin~1,ncial 
separation to be perpetuated. At that tnue rt was 
a subject of considerable interest to the public, 
and tlie Treasury accounts were kept up to the 
year 187D in such a manner that at any moment the 
expenditure and revenue, and the Iocalllnd general 
debt of each district could be ascertained. I may 
inform the House that in 187!l, and under the late 
Government, that system was discontinued, ~nd 
the books which were kept up to that tune 
ceased to be kept in the form by which the return 
furnished in 187(1 was prepared for the infor
lnation of hon. 1nmnbers. To give the hon. 
o·entleman the information he desired would 
;equire the services of a clerk to specially 
prevare it, to go through the .different .vouchers 
of expenditure and revenue; 111 short, 1t would 
be a work of such magnitude that there would 
be no Jlf>Ssibilitv of laying it on the table 
of the House f,;r the next six months. The 
Customs collection.s at the different ports can of 
course be ascertained, and that can be done 
very easily. They are published q_uarterly 
in the Gazette_: and, so fa.r aR any Informa
tion can be derived from that source, there can 
he no difficulty in preparing a return, on the 
basis of that which was laid on the table of the 
House on the motion of :Mr. Amhurst. But I 
do not think the Customs returns in that form 
would ~ri ve the hon. gentlernan a large arnount 
of iufor;natinn, bec:1use it rnn.st be borne in rnind 
that the Customs collections are treated as 
general and not as local t·evenue; they have 
alwavs been regartlt,d so by advocates of finan
cial ~separatinn on both sides of the House. 
If the hon. gentleman, howe,~er, wants that 
infonnation, a retnru ca.n be prepared in 
a fortnight or three weeks ; but to show the 
general and the Inca! debts would be difficult, 
because thev embrace the total revenne and 
expen<Iiture; and public loans of the colony. 
The revenue accruing from ::Lll sources~ and the 
expenditure for the endowments to divisional 
boards and other rmrposes, would have to he 
traced, and I Rm justified in saying- that to place 
a retnrn on the table of the House in such " 
manner as to be reliable information for the 
hon. «entleman would require that several 
thousa;.',d vouch~rs shonld be ex~tmined, and 
tl1e dates and items extracted from them ; in 
short, the work would necessitate extra cleric>tl 
assistance being obtained, and the return could 
not be prepared in less than six or nine 
months. I have no desire whatever to withhold 
any information that the hon. member may 
desire ; but the form of the motion would make 
it quite inoperative if it were passed. I would 
suggest to him to withdraw it ; and if he will call 
at the Treasurv, I will instruct the Under 
Secretary to furl1ish hirn 'vith any information 
on the niatter that he may require. ]'rom the 
Under Secretary he could get a p,.e,.;, that would 
be valnahle to him in supporting any argument 
he nlight have in view. 

:Mr. BLACK said : Of conrse l am ol,Jiged to 
the Trensurer for hi~ Rnggestion, and I Hhall have 
to accept it. At the same time I think it is a 
great pity that the system of ac~onnts that pre
vaih'd up to 1879 was not contmued. [ would 
a.h;o point out that if it is g-oing to take fron1 dx 
to twel ,~e months, a I undeP"tnod from the Tr(' 1 

,l\l'cr, Lo uumpilc an analycio of an C)'ellcliture 
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of three 1nillions, how long it n1u:-;t have ta.ken 
to draw up thi" previous very valuable return 
which dealo with thirteen milliono. 

The COLO:'<IAL TREASURER: There was 
a previou::; retnrE, in 1H78, which brought the 
account:::; up t.o a COllllJaratively recent period. 

l\!r. BLACK: I cannot imagine that it wonlll 
:-ettlly trLke aH long rt.ti the Trea:-:;urer sayti. I 111ay 
cnention-I only found thi" ont later--that the 
Auditor-General's report alnw;.;t g-ive::; the infor
nlation I wa .. nt; I would gnarantee fro1n that 
report to compile in the conrse of three hmu·s a 
return of what i::; there given. I wa;:, not aware 
of the extent of that iuform>1tion when I moved 
for this return. Sooner or late1· the account:::~ '>Yill 
ha,·e to be adjn"ted. The people of the colony 
will want to know if there haf; br:~en a ::;ati:-ifnctory 
expenJitnre in the different rlistrict", and a return 
will ha,ve to be 1)repttred::;howingthe}n·nportitlUate 
expenditure both frorn revenue and lmLn. How
ever, with the perlni:-<')ion of the l{ou~e, I \vill 
withdraw the "econd portion of the motion, if 
the Treasurer will allow me. T understand that 
the fir"t poetion, referring to the Cn.,tom" collec
tions at the different port", ce~n be given without 
any trouble. The C\mtmns revenue iR treated as 
general revenue. I have no ohiection to that, 
and I think snch a retnm would he a piece of 
valuable information for the different ports 
to have. It is a goml thing for the whole colony 
to be a .. ble to a:-::c1'I'tain what progre~:->s the various 
shipping ports are nutking. But I know thnt the 
Customs reven11e i:-5 not the be,,t guide to that. 
For inst>ence, Brbbrtne stanclo at the hem\ in the 
anwunt of Um(tmns rev~nne collected, becttu~c 
t:tlrnost ull goo(b con1e to Brisbr1ne; the d.uty is 
paid there, and a L1rge proportion of the goocl:-; are 
then transhipperl to other ports. ,\. port may 
thus have a Ltt·ge irrlport trardeJ ann neceRHa.rily 
give HUHtll Ctmtonl~ returm3, be('n,u:-;e the duties 
have been pai(l in Bri..;bane. I think, however, a 
return of the Cu,')tonJs reYenne iR of smne value 
as showing the progress of the various di:-;trictH. I 
will therefore withdraw the "econd portion of 
the motion-" the gmwml deht and the local 
debt.of each of the fin:tncial diotricts," aml aloo 
the words "the whole.,. 

Question, "" amemletl, put and passed. 

AD.JOUIC\l\IENT. 

The PI{E:\IIER, in moving the adjonrmnent 
of the Hmtse, said that on 'fuesda_1• next, as he 
had intilw1ted, they wonld take the Defence Hill 
after the third reading of the Crown Lands Bill, 
and then the l\Iemben,; Expen,e,; Hill. 

The House adjourned ;~t twenty-one minutes 
p>est 10 o'clock. 

lJqfence Bill. 




