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Deepening the Narrows.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Friday, 31 October, 1884.
Question.—Deepening the Narrows.—Divisional Boards

Agricultural Drainage Bill-second reading. --Mar)
Borough and Urangan Railway Bill—sccond reading.
—-Jury Bill-—committee—Brands Act Amendinent
3ill-—cominittee.
The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past
3 o'cloek.

QUESTION.

Mr. BLACK asked the Minister for Works—

Ween the Governm=nut will he able to eall for tenders
for the Court-house. and the Sydney-street Rridge,
Maeckay ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
Aliles) replied—

The preparation of the plans for the Court-hounse has
been delayved in consequencs of there being nosuitable
site available on Government land. A site has lecn
now purchased, and there will be no further delay in pre-
paring the necessary plans and calling for tenders. It is
cxpected that tenders for Sydney-street Bridge can be
called in about a month.

DEEPENING THE NARROWS.

Mr. NORTON, in moving—

That the MHowse will, on Friday, the 7th November,
resilve itself into a Committee of the Whole to consider
of an Address to 1lis Ixcellency the Governor, praying
that there nay he included in the next Loan Estimates
@ sum of six thowsand pounds (£6,000}, for the purpose
of deepening the chanunel known as “The Narrows,”
between Port Curtis and Keppel Bay
said @ Mr. Speaker,—In bringing forward this
motion [ shall not occupy the attention of the
House for more than a few minutes. I will point
out that the idea proposed now is no new one.
Solong ago as 1864 a petition wassent in from the
people resident in the town and neighbourhood of
Rockhampton, asking among other thingsthat this
channel, known as ““The Narrows,” connecting
Keppel Bay and Port Cuartis, should be deepened.
That was one of the requests made in that
petition, and the matter has been brought
forward on more than one occasion since. T will
point out also, to anyone who cares to take the
trouble of looking the matter up, that the drifting
of the channel now is exactly the same as it was
when it was first discovered in 1802 or 1803, 1t
is not formed, as many people suppose, by the
meeting of two tidal waves going in opposite
directions.  The tide from the Keppel Bay
side runs through the channel into Port
Curtis with a great deal of forece before the
other comes up to anything like the place where
the bar of sand and clay exists across the
channel. The inference to be drawn from that
is that there is a bar of some hard material
that obstructs the passage of the water ; and in
consequence of that a large deposit of mud and
sand has been brought up from the Keppel
Bay side, and is prevented by the bar fromn
washing through, so that, in the event of the bar
heing removed, the force of the tide, which runs
through the passage like a mill-race, would sweep
it quite clear, Twent through the channel on
one oceasion when going to Keppel Day in a
boat in order to catch a northern steamer, and
we had to tie the Dboat to a mangrove-tree
hecause it was Impossible to force it against the
tide. As soon as the tide comes up from the
Port Curtis side it washes the other way, Ifthe
channel was once cut, the force of the tide wash-
ing from Keppel Bay to Port Curtis, and from
Port Curtis to Keppel Bay, would be sufficient
to ensure its being left in the condition in
which it would be left after the dredge being
removed. The channel has been used by
boats engaged in the ordinary coasting trade,
as they have run through there on the way to
Rockhampton when they have been able to get
there and catch the spring tide.  But under th:
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circumstances in which this is done they have
not gained anything by going through in that
way. Although they save a considerable dis-
tance and do not have to go outside into the
open sen, when they have gone through
and got into the Fitzroy River, the tide has
fallen before they have reached the Upper Flats,
and they have had to wait until they got
another tide below the Ilats. IFor that veason
the use of the channel hy those boats has been
abandoned ; but although coasting steamers do
not make use of it, a number of smaller boats
make use of it, particularly boats trading from
Bundaberg, Maryborough, and other ports.
They run through the passage into Port Curtis

in preference to going out into the open
sea. Of course the shallow water there is a

great detriment to trade of that kind, and
in many cases boats go outside when, if
they had the opportunity of going through,
they would take advantage of it, and save a great
deal of time and the extra distance of going
round by the open sea. Substantially, my
reason for urging the matter now is that within
the last two years there have been established in
the Port Curtis district, and not far from Glad-
stone, no less than four sawmills ; and almost all,
if not quite all, of the trade of those mills is
conveyed to the northern ports of the colony.
The vesscls engaged in this timber trade can
get through the Narrows with high tides; but
when they cannot get through they are obliged
to go back to the entrance to Port Curtis and go
round by the open sea, and those going to Rock-
hampton thus incur a considerable loss of time.
Sailing vessels, in the strong wind blowing from
the south-east, have some difficulty in beating
out ; though the smaller vessels, I think,
manage it pretty well. [ remember, myself,
when the old cattle trade was going on between
(Hladstone and New Zealand, vessels were sonie-
times delayed for a fortnight, because they could
notgetoutin the face of the wind blowing straight
into the mouth of the harbour. I do not think
that is the case with some of the smaller vessels ;
but still the fact remains that when they cannot
get through the Narrows they have to encounter
much greater difficulty by baving to go away
down to Gladstone Heads and round by the
ordinary channel used by ocean-going steamers.
I do not know what the statistics of the amount
of the trade are, but I know that it is becoming
a really large and extensive trade; and the four
mills T have already mentioned are now engaged
as busily as they can be. In addition to
those there is one other mill at Baffle Creek,
the vessels trading from which would also use
the channel if it were cleared, and they could
get through at all times, I think the saving in
actual distance, by going through the Narrows,
is something like fifty miles. So that, in point,
of distance and thme and in the considera-
tion of the advantage of not bLeing obliged
to go out into the open sea, the deepening
of the channel would be a very great con-
sideration to those engaged in that trade. I
may say that some time ago I brought this
matter before my hon. friend, Myr. Archer,
who was then Colonial Treasurer, and it was
decided that the House should be asked to vote
an amount for that particular purpose had thelate
Government remained in power.  The late Gov-
ernment placed on their Surplus Estimates an
amount, [ think, of £60,000 for dredging, and
£10,000 of that amount was to be voted to the
special purpose of clearing the Narrows, and it
was because that amount was therein named that
I mentioned that sum in the motion I have to pro-
pose to-day. I may say that, onlooking over the
report lalely received from Mr. Nisbet, I think
it woul be advisable to ask a lesser sum,
hecanse to deepen the channel by a greater
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depth than four feet below low water would entail
very much greater expense. I think I am
justified in asking the Colonial Treasurer to
have the channel cut 100 feet wide by 4 feet deep
below low water. The sum Mr. Nishet has
mentioned for the work is £3,625, and, as I think
£6,000 would be a more reasonable sum to
mention, I will, with the permission of the
House, reduce the sum of £10,000, originally
inserted in my motion, to £6,000. I do
not wish to detain the House, as there is
other important business on the paper, and I
will therefore say nothing further on the subject.
I mentioned the matter to the Colonial Trea-
surer some time ago, and I know that he will
give it his favourable consideration, and that if
he can see his way to carry out the object I have
in view I can depend on his assistance. I may
add that I think every encouragement should be
given to the trade I have referred to, and thatin a
case of this kind where the sum asked for is not
a large amount the Government would be justi-
fied in offering every facility they conld give to
the shipping trade of the district. 1 therefore
hope the Colonial Treasurer will accede to my
request. I beg to move the motion as amended
standing in my name.

The COLONTAL TREASURER (Hon. J. RR.
Dickson) said: Mr. Speaker,—I quite recognise
the moderate manner in which the hon. member
for Port Curtis has introduced his motion to the
attention of the House, and I am free to confess
that to a certain extent the work may be one of
very considerable utility. I have given the
matter careful consideration, and whilst, as T have
already stated, I recognise the fact that the
work is deserving of some attention, I am of
opinion that there are claims of much greater
importance which ought to be primarily con-
sidered. The deepening of the Narrows would
not of itself improve the general character of our
coastal navigation ; it would not be much used
by ocean-going steamers. It would be used
by steamers which have occasion to call in at
Gladstone, and which have a very light draunght;
but not by steamers not calling at Gladstons,
such as the weekly boats, inasmuch as they could
only use it when they happened to catch the full
tide; and it would not be navigable at all by
night as it is quite impossible to 1igﬁt the channel.
Those vessels would have to catch the flood tide,
and if they missed that it would be much shorter
for them to go round by Cape Capricorn and take
the outside passage, than to wait for the tide
and take the Narrows. Therefore we must
regard this matter in its true light, and that
is—that the channel, if deepened as proposed,
would only be used by small coasting vessels of
very light draught running between Gladstone
and Keppel Bay. It would certainly be of no
use for larger vessels ; they would have to take
the outside passage. Hon. members will see if
they take the trouble to look at the map that the
distance from Bustard Head to Cape Capricorn
being a straight line is much shorter than
describing the segment of a civele which would
be occasioned by goinginto Gladstone and travers-
ing the Narrows. Itis true that the navigation
of the Narrows would save thirty miles to vessels
going from Gladstone, but for steamers from
the south of that port and passing Bustard
Head the straight course is from Bustard Head
to Cape Capricorn, and thence to Keppel Bay,
certainly mnot through the Narrows. As
have already stated. that channel could only
be navigable for vessels drawing fourteen feet
of water, a depth only obtainable about three-
quarter flood-tide. The hon. gentleman shakes
his head. I have obtained my information from
the Engineer for Harbours and Rivers, and I
have also been in consultation with captains com-
manding the coasting steamers, and I take it that
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that information is such as may be accepted by the
House as thoroughly reliable. The hon. gentle-
man, in introducing his motion, said that if the
channel were once cut the rush of water would
scour it, and keep it clear for the future. That
is not borne out by any testimony I can find,
either in Mr. Nisbet’s report or by the testimony
of sailing captains. On the contrary it appears
that it is exceedingly probable that, if any
dredging were done at the present time and
the channel deepened, there would soon be a con-
siderable deposit which wouald cause the channel to
beobstructed. However, bethat asitmay, I only
go on the facts submitted to me by the HEngineer
for Harbours and Rivers, and on information
obtained from captains in the habit of navigating
the coast, and it all amounts to this—first,
that, whether the channel is deepened or not,
it could not be used at night; and, secondly,
that it could only be wused by coasting
vessels if they happened to catch the high water
tide on leaving Gladstone. But even if the
channel were deepened to such an extent as is
suggested, vessels notealling at Gladstone—large
ocean-going steamers—would never dream of
navigating the Narrows in preference to taking
the outside passage by Cape Capricorn. If the
channel is to be improved at all, 1t would require
to be done properly, and I think the hon. gentle-
man has under-estimated the amount it would
cost if it were dredged even to the depth assigned
by Mr. Nisbet in his preliminary report ; in
which he states that the expense of deepening the
Narrows to 4 feet below low water, to a width
of 100 feet, would be £5,625. This is the basis
on which the hon. member for Port Curtis has
made his estimate. But I have since received a
supplementary report from Mr. Nisbet, which T
will lay upon the table of the House after this
motion has been disposed of. In this second
report Mr, Nisbet says:—

“In wmy report of the 2nd of September (printed), the
estimated cost of deepening the Narrows to 4 feet below
low water is stated tobe £5,625. This is taken at 9d.
per cubic yard; it would be better, however, to cover
contingeucies to assume 1s. per cubic yard 4s the cost,
which would minount to £7,500.”

Now T take it that £8,000 would be fully
absorbed if we entered upon this work. Ifthecon-
ditions of thecolony were different from whatthey
are—if there were not so many claims made upon
us for our dredge plant, and we had plant we
could spare for the purpose—I do not think the
expenditure of £10,000 would be unwise ; but at
the present time we cannot perform everything
that is required of us in the way of dredging. We
have not the plant to proceed with this work,
and there is no probability of any being available
within the next five or six years, There are
claims of an equally important character in con-
nection with Moreton Bay. For instance, if
the Government undertook to proceed with
the work mentioned in the motion, the
hon. member for TLogan might say that we
ought to open up the Boat Channel, so as to
make a shorter passage vid Southport to Sydney.
Hon. gentlemen may smile at this, but the
one is quite as feasible and quite as necessary in
the interests of navigation as the other. Yet
I should meet a motion of that sort with
as little favour as the present one. We are
obliged to improve owr ports to a very great
extent within the next four or five years; and I
think, from what 1 have stated, hon. members
will agree with me that there sre other works
of miore importance to be dealt with, and
that this one can well afford to stand over,
inasmuch as it would not in any way expedite
navigation by large steamers from the South
through these Narrows, JIiven, as I have said, if
dredged, ounly vessels which caught full tide
or three-quarter flood would be able to proceed
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through the Narrows; and if they had to wait at
Gladstone for the return of the tide they would
lose seven or eight hours. The Government have
certainly desired to give the requirements and
neeessities of Gladstone every attention in their
power. The Loan Estimate is not yet completed,
and I am not in a position to say, when finally
closing our estimate for dredging harbours and
rivers—if the Yngineer for Harbours and Rivers
can hold out any hope that, after proceeding
with some of the more important works,
the work at the Narrows may be proceeded
with—that the Government will not sanction
it. If that is so I will s=e that a reason-
able provision is made for that purpose, but
if the hon. member insists upon pressing his
motion to a division I shall be constrained to
oppose it ; because I maintain it is our duty to
provide first for the more important works of the
colony. If hon. gentlemen willlook at the report
of the Engineer for Harbours and Rivers, and
those who represent constituencies on the sea-
coast will just reflect on the requirements of their
constituencies from time to time when they intro-
duce so_many deputations to me day after day,
they will see that there are urgent works required
in connection with our ports and rivers, which
demand the whole available force of our Har-
bours and Rivers Department, and will con-
tinue to do so for the next four or five years.
I repeat that works of secondary importance
must necessarily stand over until the more urgent
works are dealt with. T shall be glad if the hon,
member will rest satisfied with my assurance;
and I will get Mr. Nisbet to give me fuller infor-
mation as to the feasibility of proceeding in due
time with opening up the Narrows. If the hon.
member will rest contented with that assurance,
I will give the matter further consideration ; but
if he insists upon this particular work being
entered upon immediately, I must, in the interests
of the colony, oppose the motion.

Mr. ARCHER said : The hon. Colonial Trea-
surer has complimented the hon. member for
Port Curtis on the moderate way in which he
introduced the motion, and he was justified in
doing so; but I cannot compliment the hon.
gentleman at the head of the Treasury on the
tenor of his reply. The hon. gentleman has mixed
up facts, which I know to be facts, with an
amount of rubbish that I am astonished to hear
him give utterance to. For example, when he
spoke of the hon. member for Liogan asking that a
dredge might be sent down to the Boat Passage,
I am certain the hon. gentleman stated what
the hon. member for Logan would never dream
of. That hon. member knows that there are
nothing but shifting sandbanks in the South-
port Boat Passage.

The COLONIAL TREASURER : The work

is not considered at all impracticable.

Mr. ARCHER :Twould advise the hon. gentle-
man to try the experiment, and if ever he made
a failure in his life it will be in that undertaking.
‘Why, he would not get a dredge to lie in the pas-
sage ! Probably he obtained his information from
a reliable source, but if he asks the Engineer
for Harbours and Rivers whether he would he
prepared to recommend the dredging of the
Southport Boat Passage, the answer will pro-
bably be that that is the last place in the world
he would care to deal with. T thinkthe Colonial
Treasurer, on second consideration, will be
of the same opinion. 1 will never consent to
money being thrown away in a useless attempt
of that kind, which would also involve the
expenditure of several millions in building out
stone piers into deep water. However, the hon.
gentleman has said some things which are quite
correct. To vessels taking the outside passage,
the opening of the Narrows will really be of no
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advantage, for, if the Narrows are deepened so
as to cffect a passage inside, vessels will very
seldom go outside Cape Capricorn.  Vessels
coming into Keppel Bay would not use the
passage, but the coasting steamers would use the
channel both in their voyage to and from Rock-
hampton. The correct distance is really less
by Cape Capricorn, but vessels coming from
Bundaberg and Maryborough would have a
much shorter passage. All those steamers would
use that channel and would call in at Gladstone.
There is another thing Imay correct the hon.
gentleman in from personal knowledge; but 1
hope he does not fancy that I am now claiming
for myself more knowledge than he himself pos-
sesses. I have been a sailor, and when I once go
to a place I can take a vessel there again. I have
sailed through the Narrows in my own boat and
in steamers, and T know them intimately. Iknow
Gladstone harbour equally intimately, and if
the hon. gentleman had paid me a visit a
few years ago I could have taken him all
over the harbour without touching in any part.
He is utterly mistaken in saying that coasting
vessels would not go through the Narrows if it
was deepened to a depth of four feet below low
water, unless at spring tides or high water.
I admit that no vessel could pass through the
Narrows, even if they were deepened to four
feet at low-water mark, until half-tide, spring
tide, or three-quarter ordinary tide ; but vessels
would time their arrival there to catch the tides,
and they would go through to Rockhampton,
instead of being obliged to go right away outside.
The hon. gentleman says the distance is thirty
miles. I am quite certain it is a great deal
more than that.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: That is
the saving.

Mr. ARCHER : That might be only thirty
miles, but probably it is a good deal more.
However, though I have only been through it
three or four times lately—-not so frequently as
I used to do—1I have noticed there on every
occasion ‘vessels going either north or south,
beating their way through the channel, preferring
actually to wait for thetide rather than go outside.
Those were vessels from Maryborough, Glad-
stone, and other places ; and I believe thoroughly
that if the Narrows were deepened such a consi-
derable trade would spring up as would astonish
the hon. gentleman at the head of the Treasury,
because now vessels really wait for the tide. 1
would just remark here that the tide at Keppel
Bay and Gladstone is so great—it rises and falls
to such an extent—that while one spot is dry for
half-a-mile atlow water, when the tide is up there
is eight feet or nine feet ; the rise and fall is in fact
double what it is in Brisbane. If, therefore, the
Narrows were deepened four feet at low water,
there would be plenty of water for those vessels
carrying timber from the South, and, in fact, the
trade through there would be multiplied ten-
fold. I would not attempt to ask the hon.
gentleman to do this work immediately, or
even in a short time, because I know pretty well
the amount of work that the dredge plant has
to do, and I should not expect it to be taken
away from any of the places where it is at
work. But if the Government will recognise the
necessity of the work, and put a sum on the
Loan Estimates, it will show that at all events
they are alive to its necessity, and the use of
the plant could bLe obtained to do the work when
greater exigencies do not require it to be
used in some other places. I am perfectly
aware that the Department of Harbours and
Rivers is doing what it can to overcome the
great amount of work to be performed
on the large extent of coast which Queensland
has ; and therefore, as I say, I do not look for
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this work to be done at once; and I would not
for one moment press the Colonial Treasurer to
enter upon it with the present dredge plant and
the work it has to do. All that I would like
now, and all that the hon. m=nber for Port
Curtis asks, is that the necessity for the work
should be recognised by a sum of money being
placed on the Estimates. The hon. member does
not want the dredge plant taken away from
what it is now doing: he does not want it
taken away from Brisbane and sent up there.
He has not that wonderful cool cheek that
a great many people have that T know. He is
not like the people of Bundaberg, who asked that
the dredge plant should do their work at once ;
or anything of that kind. He sinply asks that
asum be put on the Loan Hstimates, so that
when the time comes that some of the dredge
plant can be spared it may be put to do the
work, which T believe is not only very necessary,
but will be worth the money expended on it. It
would lead to an immense increase in the trade.
Of course, in the first place it would be a
great advantage to Gladstone, because all the
steamers from Bundaberg and Maryhorough
would invariably go there, and thus supply their
wants; andit would likewise facilitate immensely
the large timber trade now carried on with
Rockhampton and the North. I think, con-
sidering all things, it would perhaps be as well
if the hon. member for Port Curtis accepted the
promise of the Colonial Treasurer—that he will
consider the matter, and put a sum on the Loan
Estimates if he considers it desirable,

Mr., NORTON said : Of course, I am aware
of what the dredges have to do, and I have
no idea of asking that they shall he taken away
from the places at which they are now at work.
1 quite admit that there are some places which
do require work to be done immediately. In pro-
posing the vote I did not ask for too much. I
named a sum which I hoped the Government
would think reasonable, so that it nmight be put
on the Estimates. 1 might have asked for a
larger amount; but that might have had the
effect of preventing the work being carried out.
Under these circumstances, I am quite prepared
to accept the assurance given by the Colonial
Treasnrer, and would ask for areasonable sum
such as that named by the Engineer in hisreport.
I confess to being a little surprised that, after
that report has been on the table of the House two
months, or nearly two months, another report
should have been brought up, which showsthat the
first veport wvas entirely wrong, The way in which
the Coloniai Treasurer referred to the supplemen-
tary report is not proof to my mind that the
first report is not correct, because all it says is
that it is possible the swm named is not enough,
and, therefore, a larger amount is named
to provide for contingencies. With regard
to the Engineer’s estimate of 1s. per cubic
yard, T think that had letter have been left
out. T may say that the Colonial Treasurer was
quite mistaken in what he said as to the Narrows
not being much used. Tt isused by boats going to
Gladstone ; and all vessels coming from Bunda-
berg would go there if they could catch the tide,
All the craft that go from Maryborough and
Bundaberg, mnorth to Rockhampton, would
go  through the channel in preference to
going outside. if they could ecateh the tide.
They make a point of catching the tide at any
place where it suits them to cateh it, and there
13 not the slightest reason why they could not
do that there as well as anywhere else. It would
effect a great saving to themselves—a saving of
time and also a saving of fuel. All the timnber
boats connected with Marvhorough and Dunda-
berg would run in, and doubtless the whole
of the Doats that go to Rockhampton also.
£ know numbers of boats that go thers now, 1
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know that boats dc go there. The smaller
steamers  trading to Bundaberg, and timber
vessels of that Lind, prefer to go through the
Naurrows in Its present state, and wait, as the
hou. member for Blackall said, for the rise of
the tide in preference to going round outside.
It is a saving of fuel to de I am not going
to press this matter to a division, as, of course,
Ay, Speaker, I know it would be perfectly use-
less to doso. I believe the Colonial Treasurer
will really give the matter his serious considera-
tion,

The COLONIAL
hear !

Mr. NORTON : What I want is a recognition
of the claim of the place to have money expended
in that way. I know perfectly well it cannot
be done at once, but loan votes are not asked for
every day. 1f aloan vote is introdnced without
a sum of this kind being placed on it, it simply
means it standing over two or three years before
there is a chance of getting it put on. That is
really my present reason for introducing the
matter now, and I shall be quite satistied to take
the hon. gentleman’s assurance that, when the
Government are really considering the matters
that have to be placed in this loan vote, he will
give his best consideration to this matter—I
am sure the hon, gentleman will do so—and
put down a sufficient sum for expenditure to
satisfy the requirements of the place for a large
number of years. I leave the matter in the
Clolonial Treasurer’s hands with every confidence
that he will give it every consideration. T beg
leave to withdraw the motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn accordingly.

DIVISIONATL BOARDS AGRICULTURAL
DRAINAGE BILL-SECOND READING.
Mr., STEVEXNS said : Mr. Speaker,—The
subject-matter of this Bill was tirst brought
before me during a ride through Pimpama
Island, a part of my electorate. The gentle-
man who acted as guide to me on that
occasion pointed out that several thousands
of acves of first-class agricultural land were
utterly useless through the quantity of surface
water; and on tallking the matter over he asked
me if [ would introdunce into Parliament a Bill
to deal with that subject. I wanted to know
from him how it was that the farmers could not
comnbine and do it themselves., A certain number
of them were interested in the matter, and I
thought it would be a very simple thing for
them to meet and agree to some scheme, and
bear the expense conjointly, and have the matter
done at once, instead of walting for sorme months
to pass a_ Bill through Parliament. But it was
explained that several meetings had been held
by the local farmers, and ail with the same
result—that they could not agree to a scheme.
Some objected to the amount of money it would
cost, and which they would have to pay to carry
out the scheme. Others wished the system of
drainage to be commenced at one certain por-
tion of the island before any other part; and
others complained that they could not raise the
money at all.  Others again objected to a system
of drainage being carried out because they had
land which did not require drainage, and they
considered that the value of it would be very
much reduced by drains passing throughit. In
consideration of this 1 agreed to introduce a Bill
into Parliauient; and 1 think the provisions of
the Bill will meet pretty well the require-
ments of the case. T may state that, in addi-
tion to there being a large quantity of
private land on the island, there are some thou-
sands of acres which belozg to the Crown, and
which, if reclaimed, would be eagerly sought
after for selection.  The Bill does not deal with

TREASURER: Hear,
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any system of drainage except that of surface
drainage. 1 believe there are dmnme Bills in
some of the other colonies and in Greas Britain
which deal with different systems of drainage—
not surface drainage, but subsoil—but I thought
it best to introduce a Bill dealing with simple
drainage first, and that, if it was considered
necessary afterwards, other amendments could
be introduced which would deal with the higher
class of drainage. The Bill which I intro-
duced some weeks ago did not meet with the
general approval of the House, chiefly because
there was no proper scheme laid down in it for
dealing with the system of appeal after rating.
It was pointed out that if an appeal against the
rating was sustained it would upset the whole
scheme, and there was nothing in that Bill
which remedied that difficulty. Clause 14 of
this Bill, I think, gets over that difficulty
completely, and will meet all the require-
ments of the case. The scheme of the Bill
is that a majority of ratepayers may petition
the beoard to entertain a scheme of drainage,
and the board are compelled to entertain
it. Under the Divisional Boards Act, it
rests entirely with the board themselves
whether they can entertain a scheme of this sort.
Under the present Bill a majority of ratepayers
can compel a board to take action. Upon a
board being petitioned to draw up a scheme of
drainage, the board appoints a person to draw
up the scheme, and prepare the proper plans and
gpecifications, and if they approve of the same
they appoint a valuator, who visits each property
and assesses the amount of improvement which
the scheme, if completed, will effect on the
various ratable properties. In clause 7—

#Ifany persoun thinks himself aggrieved on the ground
of 1ncorrectness in the valuauon of his ewn or any other
propoerty ’—
he has the same right of appeal therefrom as in
the case of valuations of ratable property under
the Divisional Boards Acts; and he also has the
right of appealing ag&mst the valuation of
another person’s property. Clause 10 deals
with the amount of compensation, if any,
to be paid by one division to another; that
is, if the Minister approves of the scheme,
and it is found necessary to continue the system
of drainage to another division, that division
may be called upon to provide facilities for
carrying out the scheme, and shall, if necessary,
be entitled to compensation. Themoney horrowed
from the Governmentis to be a sgpecial loan,
repayable in thirty years, under the pro-
visions of the ILocal Works TLoans Act of
1880. In that Act it is specified that
drainage works should be constructed of cer-
tain materials ; but this Bill will enable the board
to carry out a system of drainage without being
bound down to any particular material. Clause
14 deals with the special rate to be charged on
all properties benefited. After the various pro-
perties have been assessed, if any appeals are
made against the rating, the cases will be de-
cided, and a rate then struck over all sufficient
to pay the annual instalments of principal and
interest. The chief points in favour of the Bill,
I think, are that the persons who propose to
henefit by the loan will repay it, principal and
interest ; so that it will not cost the country
one single penny ; and that a large amount of
valuable Crown land will be still more incressed
in value, and be eagerly sought after by selectors.
I do not intend to speak at length, because I
think nearly every hon. member in the House
now was present when the Bill was introduced
before; and the intention of the Bill met with

eneral approval. T think that the Bill now
gefore the House will meet all the objections
raised against the former one, and T trust it will
commend itself to hon, members.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS said: I
have no doubt the object of the hon. member
for Logan, in introducing this Bill, is a very good
one; but I should be 1>1epamd %o 20 & little
further.  Surface drainage is all very well, buf
unless the agricultural Tand is drained 1 am
afraid it will not be of ver v much use. I should
like to have some assurancefrom the hon, member
thal the farmersare in a position to contribute to
the cost of the work, My experience is that they
always complain of being too poor to be able
to pay increased rates for the purpose of making
roads, If they cannot do that, I do not see
very well how they can afford to contribute
under this drainage Bill. If the hon. member is
satisfied that the farmers will be in a position
to eventually pay off the loan, I do not think
there can be any opposition to the Bill.

Mr. ARCHER said: I see this Bill is, toa
great extent, thesame as theformer onebrought in
by the same hon. gentleman, and withdrawn on
technical grounds. I think the hon. gentleman
has succeeded to some extent in removing the
objections taken to the first Bill, butit is evident
he hasuotyet made that plain to thehon. Minister
for Works, I cannot see the force of that hon.
member’s remarks. The land to be improved by
the drainage will be rated for the purpose, and the
divisional boards will only have the management
of the work., In my opinion that is an excellent
idea. Nothing will ever be introduced into
this House giving power to local bodies which
I shall not suppurt T am perfectly satisfied
that all Government departments would be
better administered if they were administered,
not for the benefit of the State, but in the
interests of those administering them. The hon,
the Premier smiles at that but I think he
believes as I do. T am very anxious that, when
people show a disposition to help themselves,
every facility 5hou1§) be given them to do so.
people come here and do not ask anything more
than that, the State should help them-—uot with
money, but with an advance of money which
they are prepared to repay with interest; I
see nothing objectionable in it, but rather feel
¥leaspd that the public spirit is getting so high.

should exceedingly like to hear the opinion of
the legal members of the House as to whether
there are any legal difficulties in the way of
carrying out this Bill,

Mr. BEATTIE said : T did not wish to offer
any objection to this Bill, but at the same time
I do not think it is necessary ; because, under
the present Divisional Boards Act, power is given
to the divisional boards, in cases where special
districts in the divisions would be benefited by
drainage or other works, to enter into such
works. It is also in the power of the board of a
division to make special rates for carrying
out the work, and also to levy rates upon
those who would be benefited by it. I
take it, from the introductory remarks of the
hon. member for Logan, that the Bill is intro-
duced to apply to some portion of the Logan
electorate—some land that requires a serious
amount of expenditure on drainage. But the
hon. gentleman did not give us any information,
beyond the fact that 500 or 600 acres of good
agricultural land would be reclaimed if the rate-
payers in that portion of the electorate or division
were empowered to take united action. The Bill
professes to apply to the whole colony; but I can
see some portions which will not apply to every
part of the colony. It is just possible that
there may be a locality where there is a
large amount of swampy country; and the
owners of land and the ratepayers in the
division may think it desirable to introduce some
scheme of drainage theve ; and they may be able
to horrow money from the Government for that
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purpose under the Bill ; but the hon. gentleman
has not explained under what clause they will be
able to deliver their drainage into another divi-
gion contiguous to their own.

Mr. CHUBB : Section 9.

My, BEATTIE : That is a matter which will
require very serious consideration, because com-
pensation will have to be paid by a board
taking a drain through land which is injuriously
affected thereby, and it will increase the rates
very much indeed. Unless the drainage in a
division be for the benefit of all the land through
which the drains ave carried, the amount required
for compensation will be considerable. Accord-
ing to the Divisional Boards Act, and according
to the Bill before the House, no one can be rated
unless his name appears on the petition to the
board to make application to the Government
for a loan to carry out the work, But it is just
possible that a difference may arise between the
members of the board and the ratepayers. It may
be acknowledged that even high lands are some-
times indirectly benefited by the drainage of low
lands ; but, in populous distriets, the people living
on high lands will not think they are benefited in
proportion to the amount of rates they will have
to contribute, so much as those residing on the
low land requiring drainage. I think it is going
to be a complicated matter. My own opinion is
that under the present Divisional Boards Act~—
of course I am open to correction, if wrong—
under that Act and the amended Divisional
Boards Act, all the necessary power is given
to a division, on a petition of the rate-
payers, to carry out works of a similar
character to those mentioned by the hon. mem-
ber for Logan. I shall be prepared, when we
get into committee on the Bill, to point out
parts that do not apply so well to some portions
of the colony as to the particular portion situated
in the electorate of the hon. member who intro-
duced the Bill,

The COLONIAL TREASURER said : The
matter to which the hon, member for Fortitude
Valley called attention deserves serious con-
gideration, but from a Treasury point of view,
I have an apprehension that in the present shape
of the Bill the Treasury will be drained. To
my mind the Bill deals with a verylarge subject.
If there should be any considerable amount of
drainage carried out under the Bill, heavy
demands will be made on the Treasury ; and I
must therefore express the hope that the hon.
gentleman in charge of the Bill will see that it
is s0 altered in committee as not to have the
effect I anticipate. According to the Bill,
“Tor the purpose of repaying the amount of
the loan the board shall from time to time make
and levy a special rate (to be called a ‘special
drainage rate’), upon all ratable property within
the watershed.” Of course the watershed will
be assessed, and the properties adjoining the
outlet of the drainage will also be assessed, so
that the total amount of rates levied will
form a very large sum, because all the land will
be ratable property. Under the 18th clause
of the Divisional Boards Act Amendment Act
of 1882, ““the amount raised in any division
by the levy of special or separate rates under the
provisions of this Act, except sewerage or
drainage rates, shall not be deemed sums of
money actually raised in such division by
rates within the meaning of the 7lst section
of the principal Act.” That is to say, sewerage
and drainage rates are among those which
carry endowments from the Treasury. I must
therefore enter my protest in connection with
this matter; and I hope that, when we go
into committee, the Bill will be so altered that
the Treasury will not have to subsidise local
bodies on account of money spent on drainage.

It has further occurred to me that, after the
repayment of the loan, if a special drainage rate
be levied for the purpose of maintaining the
works, the endowment will still have to be
paid. And I am of opinion, from the reading
of the clause I have submitted to the
House, that from the commencement of the
work the Treasury will have to provide an
endowment. So that, both while the loan is in
existence and after it has been repaid, the
endowment will have to be provided by the
Treasury, I certainly intend to oppose the Bill
so far as that matter is concerned.

Mr. BUCKLAND said: I shall support the
second reading of the Bill, believing as I
do that it will supply a want which exists
in the Divisional Boards Act. know
that in the Toombul Division, during the
rains of May last, several farms were inundated
with water, and completely submerged; and
there were no means of getting rid of that water
without making drains through private property.
The board, in a very fair spirit, offered £2 for
every £1 subscribed by the owners of property
for the purpose of carrying out the necessary
work. Only a small amount is required ; but up
to the present the parties who would be benefited
have refused to subscribe as much as £5. As1
said before, I shall support the Bill, because it
will supply a want in connection with the
Divisional Beards Act.

Question put and passed ; and the committal of
thetBiH made an Order of the Day for Friday
next.

MARYBOROUGH ANDURANGAN RAIL-
WAY BILL—SECOND READING.

Mr. FOXTON : Mr. Speaker,—In rising to
move the second reading of this Bill, I feel that
I have undertaken a task which, perhaps, for a
new member, is a somewhat arduous one. But I
was requested some time ago to take charge
of the Bill, and for reasons which I need
hardly mention I consented to do so. I may
state, however, that I do not know why 1
should have been asked to perform the duty. I
have no interest in the Maryborough district, and

have no earthly interest in the subject-matter
of this Bill. Possibly it is for that very reason
that the promoters of the Bill may have
thought me a fit and proper person to
introduce it. The Bill has been submitted to
a select committee who have gone through it
very carefully indeed; and, as will be seen
by the report in the hands of hon. members,
that committee has suggested very considerable
alterations and amendments in it. Whether
those alterations and amendments are improve-
ments to the Bill or not, it will be for the
House to say. I think that for the most part
they are. The Select Committee included
the hon. member for Townsville (Hon. J. M.
Macrossan), who has had, perhaps, as much
experience in railways and railway-making as
any member of the House ; it has also had the
benefit of the practical knowledge of the hon.
member for Rockhampton (Mr. Ferguson), and
of one of the members for the distriet of Wide
Bay (Mr. Mellor). I need not say, therefore,
that the matter has been thoroughly well venti-
lated by that select committee. The company
which i1s promoting the Bill is the Vernon
Coal and Railwagf Company, which proposes to
construct certain lines of railway in the Wide Bay
district. No doubt that company, at the present
moment, is merely in an incipient stage. ~ It has
been registered, and all the formalities have been
duly performed, but I presume it has not gone
very much further. Indeed that is all that was
necessary, because not until this Bill passes will
the company have anything to place before the
public. The company has heen formed purely
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for the purpose of undertaking the construction
of those lines of railway and other works which
are part of its scheme. As a guarantee of good
faith, the company has already gone to a con-
siderable expense in surveying those proposed
lines of railway, testing coal lands, and finding
out the requirements of the various gold, silver,
copper, and other mines in different parts of the
colony, where their scheme will be of benefit in
enabling the owners of those mines to smelt
their oves at the company’s works, which are
proposed to be erected in connection with those
railways, and which T shall deal more fully with
hereafter. A new clause has been proposed by
tﬁe Select Committee, in which it is provided
that—

“ The company shall, before the commencement of the
railway or entering into possession of the lands to he
selected under the 3rd section of this Act, and within
six months from the passing of this Aet, deposit in the
Colonial Treasury a sum equal to one-twentieth part of
the estimated cost of the main line of railway, which
sum shall be detained by the Treasurer as security for
the due completion of the same, and upon such comple-
tion shall be returned to the company. The sum so to
be deposited may be determined by agreement between
the Minister and the company ; but if such sum cannot
be so agreed upon, or if any dispute or difference shall
arise with respect thereto, the same shall be determined
by arbitration.”

That would amount to a very considerable sum.
It was not deemed necessary by the promoters of
the Bill that they should make that deposit—
neither can I see any necessity for it—and when
the Bill gets info committee I shall deem it my
duty to test the feeling of hon. members on the
point as to whether—considering the large outlay
that has already been incurred by the company,
and the other guarantees of good faith on their
part which are reserved by the Bill—it is
necessary to impose upon the company the lock-
ing up of such a large sum of money for perhaps
two or three years. It is also necessary, by
clause § of the Bill, that the company should
have a subscribed capital of £1,000 for every
mile of railway which they propose to make. In
describing the lines which the company propose
to make, I may mention those already in
existence in the Wide Bay district. In the first
place, there is the Maryborough and Gympie
Railway, with which the company will have very
little to do. But at 1 mile 76 chains out of
Maryborough on that line the Maryborough and
Burrum line branches off, at a place called
Croydon. The Maryborough and Burrum line
was constructed for the purpose, I understand,
of developing the coalfield at the Burrum, the
township of which is Howard; and it runsin a
north-westerly direction, more or less. It is
proposed by the promoters of the Bill to branch
off, at a distance of seven miles from Mary-
borough, on the Burrum line, in the direction of
Pialba, a watering-place some twenty or twenty-
two miles from Maryborough. That branch,
which is really the main line proposed to be
constructed under the Bill, will afford con-
venience of access by the Maryborough people
to this well-known watering-place. The Mary-
borough and Burrum line, I believe, also
forms part of the seheme of the main coast
line ; and I understand that there has been a
survey made by the Government of an extension
of that linein the direction of Bundaberg. With
that, however, we have nothing to do; it is out-
side the district that will be affected by this
particular line. T believe it is a fact that the
Maryborough and Burrum line has not fulfilled
the object for which it was made—that is, the
development of the coalfields at Burrum. I
understand that a large amount of capital has
been sunk in that coalfield, with, so far, not
altogether satisfactory results; the reason
assigned by those who have an intimate know-
ledge of the district being that the facilities
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afforded by the present railway are not suffi-
cient to develop the mines. For instance, the
line runs from Burrum to Maryborough, which
is twenty-seven miles or thereabouts, up a
shallow tortuous river, and I understand that
great difficulty has been found in shipping
large quantities of coal there at various
times. In one instance, in connection with
which evidence was given before the Select
Committee, an order for 500 tons of coal was
endeavoured to be fulfilled, but owing to the
insufficiency of accommodation—whether railway
or wharfage, I am not aware—the contractors
were only able to ship 300 tons of it. All these
things point to the fact that it is necessary, if
the field is to be properly developed, that there
should be some other means of conveying
coal to deep water. The promoters of this Bill
are of opinion that they have solved that diffi-
culty ; and they propose to utilise the Mary-
borough and Pialba survey by continuing it to a
place called Urangan, about four and a-half miles
further along the beach, where there is about
four fathoms of water. By this means they will
be able to send their coal from Burrum to Uran-
gan, and ship it at deep water. It would have
been possible for them to have constructed the
railway in a direct line from Burrum to Urangan.
We have the evidence of the engineer that the
country is of such a nature that it would have
been possibleto construct the railway in a straight
line—*“ as the crow flies,” as the saying is—from
Burrum to Urangan ; bat in that case it would
have avoided Maryborough altogether, and the
people of that place would have derived no benefit
from it. But by following the Burrum Railway
and adopting the line already surveyed from the
seven-mile peg, and also constructing a loop-line
across from one survey to the other — the
three lines forming an equilateral triangle—
they will enable the people of Maryborough to
avail themselves of this watering-place, by
giving them easy means of access to it, while,
at the same time, there will be very little extra
length of line to be constructed—only about a
mile difference. By this means they will also
enable themselves, and other owners of coal-
mines in the district, to ship their coal at
Urangan, in the way I have described. The
representative of the company in Queensland,
having visited and carefully examined the district,
and being impressed with the capabilities of the
Burrum coalfields, if properly developed, entered
into negotiations with the Government for the
construction of thisline ; and generally, I under-
stand, the approval of the Government hasbeen
obtained to the scheme foreshadowed by the
Bill. T have already stated that the Burrum
line branches off from the Maryborough line at
1 mile 76 chains, at a place called Croydon.
find that without having a plan to refer to, so
that hon. members may follow me, it is impos-
sible to give all the distances correctly, and perhaps
it will e better not to attempt to do so, as it
may lead to confusion. I can, however, give
the general length of the line. The length of
line proposed to be constructed along the Gov-
ernment survey from Maryborough to Pialba is
15 miles 15 chains ; at that point it branches off
in the direction of Urangan 4} miles; and then
there is about 4} miles of what I may describe as
a minsral loop-line-—that is, a loop-line connect-
ing the Burrum line with the Maryborough and
Pialba survey. I understand that the greater
part of the country through which the line passes
is Crown land of an almost valueless character ;
at any rate, so far as agriculture or grazing is
concerned. There may be minerals-—coal—there ;
it passes through what is known as the Burrum
Coal Reserve ; but of course the land is valueless
unless the coal is developed. The company also
propose to take powers for the comstruction of
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other branch lines in the Wide Bay district.
One is to aplace called Polson, which is a portion
of the Pialba district—a watering-place, where
there is a Government township. They also
propose to continue the line from Urangan, at
some future time, along the coast to a place
called Booral. They do not propose to construct
these two branch lines at the present time,
nor do they form part of the scheme put forth
in the present Bill; but power is taken in
the Bill to enable them: to construct these,
or any other lines in the Wide Bay district,
upon the approval of the plans and books
of reference by both Houses of Parliament.
It is proposed that the company shall pay
for all the land that they take in connection
with the railway. In the Bill as originally
drafted the price was fixed at the rate of 30s.
per acre ; but the committee have thought fit to
alter that so as to make the price a sum to be
agreed upon between the Minister and the com-
pany ; the reason, Ibelieve, being that a portion
of the land which will be required is in the town
of Maryborough, and that 30s. per acre was not
considered sufficient. However, I shall feel very
much inclined to test the feeling of hon, members
when the Bill is in committee as to whether the
original proposal is not thebest, takingitallround.
A great deul of the land is utterly worthless.
1t is proposed that the railway shall go through
a certain portion of private lands, and for the
purpose of resuming those lands, as will be seen
on reference to the 11th clause of this Bill,
recourse will be had to the Public Works Lands
Resumption Act of 1878. There is one impor-
tant feature of the Bill, and that is that the
company propose to purchasge from the Crown,
outright, at the sum of 30s. per acre, an
area of 1,000 acres—960 acres of which they
propose t0  select in one block, and 40
acres in another. If that may be deemed a
concession to the company by the Crown,
it is the only one, I think, that is asked
The lands which they propose to purchase
in this way are situated in the Burrum Coal
Reserve, the whole of which has been withdrawn
from selection at the present time. There are
certain portions which have been put up to
auction at 30s. per acre, and for which there was
actually no bid.  Other portions have been sold
at 30s. per acre. The portions for which there
were 110 bids I believe are open for absolute pur-
chase by anybody at the price whichthe company
propose to pay for such portion of the Coal
Reserve ag they may think suitable for their pur-
poses. It may be that they will purchase a portion
of the lands which are now open for purchase as
soon asthe Bill passes. Their objectis to openup
one or more extensive coal-mines upon that land.
The reason why they ask the Government to sell
the land to them in this way is that large
quantities of very valuable land have been
selected by private persons at various times in
that district at a very low figure, but those
individuals, knowing that this Bill has been
propounded and that it is before Parliaanent,
have asked a very high price from the company
for land that they were fortunate enough to
secure at a low price; in some cases they have
asked as much as from £20,000 to £40,000, and
from their own point of view, they were perfectly
justified in doing s0; but that price would be
considered quite prohibitory in the eyes of any
reasonablecompany who knew there wasgood Gov-
ernment land there to be had at a very much
lower price; and which T consider ought to be
sold to the company at the same price at which
lands have already been sold to others, more
aspeciadly as this  compsny will not only
increase largely the prosperity of the district
as @ whole, bubt will improve the valus
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the Government lands which are still unalienated
in that coal reserve. There is not the slightest
doubt that, if the Bill pass and the line be
constructed, a very Increased value will be
put upon the Crown lands of that district,
and there is a great deal of land still unsold
in that coal reserve. 'The 40-acre block is
proposed  to be selected for the purpose of
erecting very large smelting works. Some of
the promwoters of the company are largely
interested in extensive pyrites works in Vie-
toria, and have carried on considerable opera-
tions, even under very disadvantageous circum-
stances. They have to pay something like 30s,
per ton for their coal ; and & large proportion of
the ores which they treat, known as refractory
ores, are brought from all parts of Queensland so
that anyone can see at a glance the way in
which such an undertaking must be handicapped
in Victoria, where they have to pay such a high
price for their coals, and, necessarily, such a
large amount for the carriage of the ores to the
works. Therefore, they propose to erect these
works in the Wide Bay district and carry them
on with their own coal, or, {f they cannot
get coal on the land they select, with other
people’s coal. At all events, they propose to
ervect the works there, and, in that way, I take
it that this Bill will not only be a benefit to the
Wide Bay district, but to every district where
there are large deposits of minerals which require
to be treated in the way in which this company
is at present treating those ores in Vietoria.
There is one condition—and an important one—
in connection with the lands proposed to be pur-
chased, and that is that no deeds of grant, either
for the 1,000 acres of land or for the land
through which the railway line itself runs, will
be issued until the whole line is complete
and ready for traffic, and certified to by the
Government Engineer. That in itself ought to
be, I think, & sufficient guarantee—without the
deposit of 5 per cent. on theestimated cost of the
construction of the line-—for the carrying out of
the work in a bond fide and proper manner. The
lines of the Railway Companies Prelimninary
Bill have been followed to a large extent in this
Bill, and although that Bill was repealed, for
reasons which 1 need not repeat to the House,
when it passed it received mature considera-
tion at the hands of both Houses of the
Legislature, and, taking it all round, the general
principles of that Bill were considered satis-
factory. Hon. members will see in the evidence
of Mr. Hart that every clause of the Bill
was gone through, and it is shown where its
clauses have been taken from-—some from the
Railway Companies Preliminary Act, some
from our own lg,ailway Act, and some from the
Railway Clauses Consolidation Act of England.
T would also point out to hon. members that it will
be necessary for the company to proceed with
the opening up of their coal mines, and
will have to sink expensive shafts on the
land which they propose fo purchase from the
Crown, during the time that the railway is in
course of construction, because it will take as
long for them to open up their mines as it will
for them to make the railway ; and as their main
object is to work their lines in conjunction
with these other works, it will be necessary for
them to comence their operations in opening
up mines simultaneously with the commencement
of the construction of the railway. I understand
that even the wharves at Urangan will take
longer than the railway to construct, so that from
the very start they will be improving the
land which is the property of the Crown,
and for which they will not receive the
deeds until the whole of the main lines of rail-
way are constructed—that isto say, until ths

of the private properties as well ac the rest of | lime from Maryborough to Pielba and Urangan
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has heen completed. T have omitted, so far,
one important feature of the proposal of the
company, and it is this: that they propose to
duplicate the line between Maryborough and
Croydon, which is the junction of the Gympie
and Burrum lines. The reason for that is that
the traffic on that particular section of the line,
1 mile and 76 chains in length, is so great that
it will be almost too much for a single line, and
it 1s, therefore, their proposal to duplicate
that line by constructing within the present
Government railway fence another line within
six or eight feet of the Government rails.
The proposa.l of the company, as formulated in
the Bill in the first instance, was that the Gov-
ernment should have the power of purchasing
these lines at the expiration of five years from the
time of its completion, at its original cost, with
5 per cent. per annum added. That is to say,
if the Government elected to purchase the line
at the end of five years afterits completion, thev
would have to pay the original cost of the line to
the company with 25 per cent. added. The com-
mittee, whetherrightly or wrongly, have suggested
an alteration in that respect. They propose to
extend the time to ten years—that the Govern-
ment shall have the right to purchase the line at
the end of ten years, instead of five, and at o
price to be agreed upon between the company and
the \Ilnlstcl and if they cannot agree upon the
price, the price is to be settled by arbitration,
That, at first, does not appear quite su sutis-
factory a method of arriving at the then value
of the line, because it leaves the matter in
uncertainty ; while the original proposal was
certain  and definite.  The alteration was
suggested, I think, by the hon. mewber for
Town;vﬂle who argued that it might be quite
possible that if this burned out a failing concern
—if the line did not pay—at the end of five years
pressure might be brought to lbear upon the
Government, and they might take over from the
company a losing concern and pay 25 per cent.
more for it than it actually cost the company.
I am inclinesl to think there is not much
in that supposition, because it seems to me
that the scheme is one which must necessarily
pay, and will therefore commend itself to the
House. There is a provision in the Bill that
all material for the construction of the line shall
be imported duty free—that is, all railway
iron and material imported for the construction
of the line, which is, T understand, s concession
that has virtually been granted in the case of
material imported for the construction of other
small branch lines, the same result being accom-
plished by the Government supplying the owners
of those lines with rails and other material
at cost price. The time is runuing on, and
shall not trouble hon. members further with
the details of the Bill. If I have omitted any
information which hon. members desire to have,
I trust it will be attributed to mny inexperience
in moving the second readings of Bills, and I
shall be only too happy to supply any infor-
mation whichany hon, member may desire. Tbeg
to move that the Bill be now read a second time,
The MINISTER FOR WORKS said: Mr.
Speaker,—I do mnot know whether the hon.
mewmber who has just moved the second reading
of this Bill was fishing for o compliment or not,
but I think I may say he has managed it very
well indeed. It will be in the recollection of
hon. members, that when the hon. member in
charge of this Bill moved for a sslect com-
mittee to report upon the Bill, my hon.
friend the Premier intimated that the Govern-
ment would give their aid and assixtance in
assisting the Bill to become law. T do not
sec how they could have done otherwise,
becaure the proposal of the company is such a
reasonable and fair one, that T think it bucomes
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the duty of the Government to give every
assistuuce in getting the Bill through the House.
The company propose to construct a railway from
(medon to the coast for the purpose of convey-
ing coal from the mines to the ship, It is utterly
nupmmbh, now for steamers trading along the
coast to go up to Maryborough and take in
coal ; and I think if this railway is carried
out it will prove very beneficial indeed. If
this line is constructed, mail stesers will be
able to call at this port and take in coal, which
can never be done while it has to be handled so
many times—first, in being taken into Mary-
borough, then conveyed down the river, and then
transhipped from one boat to another. There-
fore, 1 think it will be very beneficial to that
portion of the (hstl‘lbﬁ if the compaly are suc-
cessful in carrying ont their enterpris After
all, the only concession they ask for is to be
allowed to purchase a cortain quantity of land
at 80s. an acre. I believe there is a very large
extent of coal area in that locality, and if thls
company get facilities to construct a railway
and to open up & coal-mine in connection with
their smelting works, it will be beneficial for
the district ‘md for the whole colony. There-
fore, I think the Government are perfectly
)llbt/ltl(,d in rendering all the assistance they
possibly can to get this Bill through the House.
The Bill has slready been veferred to a select
committee, and they hove made considerable
alterations in it, and looking cver the original
Bill as read a first tinie, with one or two excep-
tionsg, no objection can he taken to them. The
chief traific upon the propesed line will be coal;
and I look upon coal, timber, and stock as about
the most unprofitable tratfic you can have on a
vailway--that is, because the rolling-stock which
conveys the ])U)dduJ to port has to retarn empty,
and consequently it is not so profitable as carry-
ing ordinary produce. I think it is very nesessary
that we should assist this private compsny to
carry out this work, so that we may be able to
ascertain whether private unnpanies can manage
their railways better than they are managed by
the Government. I should like to know if pri-
rate companies can work their lines profitably
and at lower rates than are charged on the Gov-
ernmentrailways. Iobserve, however.that when-
ever application is made for ‘the construction of a
railway, it is always to be the best paying line
that was ever built; and the persons interested
will show you, by statistics and returns, that the
returns from this line will be e\tmurdmdrv but
as soon as the line is constructed the very first
thing is that they commence to agitate about a
reduction in the rates ; and, to show that, I may
say we are building a 1&11\\74\' now at M&cl\aay
and the hon. member for Mackay has com-
menced already to agitate for a special rate for
the carriage of produce. I am very anxious to
see this private company baild their railway,
and see what ratesthey can carry freight for.  If
it were only to show that, I think it would be
very beneticial.  After considering the sub-
ject, I am beginning tu be convinced, now
that we are going to deal with the land
laws of the colomy by boards, that the time
is not far distant when we will have to resort
to a board to manage the (Government railways.
A Minister for Works would require to have the
patience of Job to resist the attacks made on him
from all quarters of the colony; and I am per-
fectly satisfied that the time 13 not very far
distant when there will have to be a board to
manage the whole of the Government railways.
With reference to this Bill, T notice one or two
matters which T think should be altered. One is
the clouse inserted by the committee requiring
the company to depiosit in the Colonial Treasury
a sum equal to 20 per cent. of the estimated cost
of the railway.
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Mr., FOXTON : It is not 20 per cent., but
one-twentieth of the cost, or 5 per cent.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I read it
20 per cent. At any rate, I am perfectly justi-
fied in referring to this point. I think it isa
pity to compel the company to lock up a portion
of their money in the way proposed by the
committee. I do not see what benefit it would
be to the country to require the company to
deposit & sum of money in the Treasury as a
guarantee for the due completion of the work.
At one time it was the custom in the Works
Department to insist upon contractors pay-
ing into the Government bank a certain
sum  as  security for the due fulfilment
of their contract. I thought that was very
hard on contractors, and made an alteration
to the effect that, if a contractor brought a
deposit receipt for the amount of the guarantee,
it should be accepted. I think that is a very
much better arrangement, as it enables a con-
tractor to go to his bankers and get them to be-
come security, and probably something similar
might be suitable here. There is another altera-
tion made by the committee in the original Bill
which I do not approve of, and that is the
proposal to fix the time in which the Government
can purchase at ten years instead of five. The
58th clause originally read as follows :—

“At any time after the expiration of five years from

the final eorapletion of the railway, the Governor in
Council may purchase from the company the railway
with the rolling-stock and all appurtenances thereof at
a sum equal to the cost price of the said railway, with
five pounds per annwmn calculated from the date of such
final completion for every one hundred pounds of the
said cost price added thereto, together with a sum equal
to the then value of the said rolling-steck and appurten-
ances.”
The committee, as I have already said, have
substituted the word ‘““ten” for ‘‘five,” and
they have also made another alteration to the
effect that the amount of the purchase money
shall be “such sum as may be agreed wupon
between the Minister and the company, or if
they eannot agree, as may be determined by
arbitration.” Now, I think this Fouse is in
just as good a position as any arbitrators to fix
the amount that shall be paid for the railway,
and it ought to be fixed in the Bill. As a rule,
when a matter comes to arbitration, the Gov-
ernment somehow or other always get the
worst of it.,  On this ground alone, I think it
is advisable that the rate of purchase should
be defined in the Bill, and T should therefore
like to see the 58th clause restored to its eriginal
form. I do not think it is necessary to say any-
thing more on the subject. I believe the Bill is
a good one. The concession to be granted to the
company is a mere triffe. The line is not a land-
grant line, and I think the Bill will meet with
the approval of members on both sides of the
House.

Mr. NORTON said : T do not intend to cuter
into the details of this Bill in the few words T
have to say, but I must express my satisfaction
at the open manner in which the Minister for
‘Works has spoken in favour of the principle con-
tained in the Bill. I have not gone carefully
through the measure, and am not, therefore,
prepared to speak as to the details of the scheme.
I can only say that I thoroughly endorse the
principle it contains—the principle of enabling
companies, as far as opportunity offers, to con-
struct private lines. This railway will be the
first built on that system, and I hope it may be
an example to the Government, and show them
how remunerative a line can be made when
worked on cominercial principles. I was, there-
fore, glad to hear the speech of the Minister for
Works. But with regard to the working of our
railways by a board, I must confess that i cannot
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agree with him. I do not believe in boards.
I do not believe Government railways wili have
any chance of being worked better by boards
than they are under the present arrangement.
The disadvantages connected with working by a
board are so great that they may possibly
counterbalance all the advantages to be obtained
from that system. Of course, as the hon. gentle-
man has sald, there is always a great deal of
rressure brought to hear on the Minister who is
%mad of the Railway Department. Itisadiflicult
position for a man to occupy and to resist all the
importunities brought to bear on him, but he
must make up his mind to put up with them
somehow or other. I think, however, it is quite
possible that some other system might be in-
troduced by which our railways could be worked
more satisfactorily than they are now. Qther
plans have been adopted in other countries,
and T do not see why we should not adopt
some other system. I believe that private
companies have answered Dbetter than the
system we have adopted in Queensland. How-
ever, that is not a matter to enter upon now.
I can only say, Mr. Speaker, that if I can
personally help the hon. member in passing the
Bill through the House I shall be glad to do so.
T do not say it may not be improved in detail ;
but I believe in the principle of the BHll, and T
shall be glad to see it carried through the
House. 1 shall be glad to give the hon, member
any assistance in my power.

Mr. ANNEAR said: I do not vise to oppose
the second reading of the Bill, but I think
it is necessary to say that an important
measure of this sort should not have come on
so soon for discussion, as the papers contain-
ing the evidence were only in the hands of hon,
members this morning. Moreover, T think more
evidence should have been taken in a measure
of this kind. There has only been the evidence
of two persons taken—that of one gentleman
who is Interested in the Bill, and that of Mr.
Harrington, who happened to be in Brisbane
at the time the committee were sitting. 1 think
some of the merchants of Maryborough, the
mayor of the town, and the people living at
Pialba should have been called to give evidence.
Another thing T object to is that the railway is
not going to be taken to the town of Polson. The
syndicate have purchased certain lands at Pialba,
and it is to their interest to take the line
there and not to Polson ; but the Government
should not allow that to be done, and should
keep faith with the people. The township of
Polson is a Government township; the land is
all sold, and the people bought that land in
good faith, and in the hope that the railway,
when constructed, would be taken to that town-
ship. The eommittee might have come to a
decision, and an arrangement made whereby
the line might benefit the people of both places.
There 1s another thing 1 object to. If the line
is a good one—if it is beneficial for the pro-
moters and the country—let it be based on
proper and truthful evidence. In reading the
evi(llence of Mr. Rawlins, I see that, in answer t
question 39, he uses the most disparaging remarks
towards the port of Maryborough. Hon. gentle-
men may laugh, but thousands of pounds have
been spent on that port to make it what it is,
and Imaintain it is second to none in the colony
The evidence reads in this way—

“39. Wlhen you said there was no outlet for coal, did
you mean there was no means of exporting it? There
was no wmeans of exporting it in quantity by the Mary
River. The Mary River is very intricate and a very
difficult river to deal with—heavy bottoms.”

And it was said further in evidence that it was
impossible to take any vessel up to the wharves
which was drawing more than 12 feet of water.
But, sir, T saw the barquae ““ Highflyer,” drawing
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17 feet € inches of water, come up the Mary
River seven years ago; and in almost the
shallowest place 25 feet of water can be ob-
tained, T am sure the HEngineer for Harbours
and Rivers, Mr. Nisbet, will bear me out in
saying that there is no bottom in the Mary River
that cannot be dredged by the present appliances,
if picks and gropers are fitted to the buckets.
By that means the river can be dredged to a
greater depth; but when we have 25 feet of
water in the river at spring tides it should
not go forth to the world that no vessels
drawing more than 12 feet can come up to the
Maryborough wharves, It certainly was a mis-
fortune that the * You Yangs” the other day took
so long to load. She started loading at 6 o’clock
in the evening, and at 10 o’clock 200 tons of coal
were put on board the vessel. The delay that took
place was owing to the want of trucks, The
trucks had to be refilled, and that was the cause of
the delay that has been talked about in the case of
the loading of the “You Yangs.” £13,000 has
heen spent in Maryborough in erecting wharves
similar to the wharves erected at South Brisbane.
There is a splendid steam erane on the wharf ;
and as a proof of its efficacy, as I have said, 200
tons were shipped in four hours, T am not wrong
when T say that in & few weeks, when the men
understand its working better, 200 tons can be
shipped in half that time. T donot think, there-
fore, that this company should attempt to build
up its reputation on the downfall of other people.
In question 79, the same witness to whom I
have alluded speaks of the work at the Burrum
Coal Fields having been a failure. 1 say that no
works in the Australian colonies have Leen
constructed in a more permanent nanner
and with greater stability than the works
that have been carried out hy Mr. Hurley,
when he was manager of the company. A
shaft 210 feet deep was sunk, and a beauti-
ful plant was erected with winding gear that
has not its equal in the colony. When Mr.
Hurley ceased to be manager of the mine he had
cut the coal, and T think it is not just to Mr.
Saunders and to Mr. Hurley to make such a state-
ment as the one I have quoted. The work they
did was_effectively done, and is there to speak
for itself. Mr. Speaker, T look upon this Bill
as of great importance indeed for the welfare or
otherwise of Maryborough and its people. If
it twrns out beneticial for the town T shall be
glad, but in collecting evidence the town of
Maryborough should not have been disparaged,
and the witness should have spoken truthfully.
I am convinced that there is sufficient accommoda-
tion in Maryborough at the present time to enable
the proprietors to send away 1,000 tons of coal per
week if they can sell it, and I think that fact
speaks for itself. T shall not take up the time
of the House any longer 5 but T hope in com-
mittee hon. members will remember and take
notice of the few remarks T have made. A peti-
tion has becn presented from the inhabitants of
Polson, and I hope when the Bill comes before
the House again the inhabitants of that place
will receive the justice they deserve.

Mr. CHUBB said : Tam certainly very pleased
to welcome the appearance in this House of a
Bill which has for its object the construction of a
railway Dby private enterprise. On almost the
first oceasion in which T spoke in this House—
that was on the railways of this eolony—1 advo-
cated that systern; that was on a very impor-
tant matter—the Transcontinental railway.
But the hon. gentleman who now leads the
Government, and who at that time sat on
this side of the House, wost strongly depre-
cated the construction of railways by private com-
panies, and ¢ d the opinionthat all railways
<hould belo State. T oam glad that the
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view of things, and T trust that this is only the
commencement of many private railways in this
colony. Certainly this Bill accords entirely with
my views, and I think if we have a good many
of these private railways the colony will be
benefited ; more especially when provisionismade
for the State reswining the property at any time
when it is thought it will be for the benefit of
the country for them to do so. I certainly
think we are turning over a new leaf. The Bill
gives o concession to a company; but that
company is only in embryo; the shares are not
yet offered to the public. The gentlemen who
intend to form themselves into the company
are, many of them, Melbourne ‘syndicators,”
and in wspite of the legislation of the past
session or two, we are going to pass this
Bill without the slightest question. However,
whatever may be the merits of the scheme, of
course the Bill will be dealt with carefully in
committee ; and I can only vepeat that 1 am
glad to see that the Government are now recog-
nising the advisability of allowing railways to be
made by private enterprise.

The PREMIER said : The hon. gentleman
seems to think he has made a discovery; he
seems to think that the Government have
changed their minds as to the advisability of
such a proposition as that which was advocated
by the Government of which the hon. gentleman
was a member, The Government have not
changed their minds in the least. They still
consider that that proposition would have been
most disastrous for the country if it had been
carried out. But because one particular scheme
would be disastrous it does not follow that
another scheme quite different would also be dis-
astrous. There is no comparison between the two.
The proposal of this company is to construct a
coal line, which is a thing that is always done
by private enterprise in the other colonies, or at
least in New South Wales. They propose to
ran a mineral line, and they ask for the ground
to run it on, I do not see any similarity what-
ever between that proposition and the one which
I have always opposed, and shall continue to
oppose.

Mr. BLACK said : T intend to support the
principle involved in this Bill. T do not agree
with the Premier when he intimates that the
(Grovernment have not receded from the principle
they advocated some time ago ; I think they have
done so to acertain extent, and justifiably so too.
They have already shown an inclination to
recede somewhat from the principle they set
up. In this Bill there is an evident inclination
to encourage capitalists —especially southern
capitalists—to come to the colony. Southern
syndicates, against whom we have heard so
much indignation expressed by the Government
on previous occasions, are actually invited to
come here to_make a railway ; and a very good
thing too. From a cursory glance at the evi-
dence, I find that it is proposed to spend
about £200,000 ; and a very good thing for the
colony, indeed. I am glad, I say, to see that
the (overnment are receding from the principles
of their land legislation. They are actually
willing to let this wealthy syndicate—though
previously it was considered that syndicates
would ruin the colony—have 1,000 acres of land.
I do not know how the Minister for Lands
reconciles that with his conscience. 1 think it
is a very good thing to invite capital and enter-
prise from the other colonies ; especially as we
have not got them among ourselves, There is a
point of view in conmection with the town of
Maryborongh which T am not prepared to discuss.
Ttakeit, from whathasheensaid hy hon. members
an the other side of the House, that thix will
be virtually opening up & new port for Mary«
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be granted to this company by allowing them to
make this line and construct extensive wharves,
at a cost of something like £115,000, will practi-
cally give Maryborough a second port. It is very
likely that the Government, taking into con-
sideration the very heavy expenditure of keeping
the Mary River dredged and made sufficiently
navigable for the accommodation of Mary-
borough, may consider that, in sanctioning this
line, they will be relieving the country from
considerable expense in future in keeping that
river navigable. T donot know whether they have
looked at it from that point of view; but it seems
to me very likely that when this line is con-
structed, with the wharves at deep water on the
coast, the trade of Maryborough, instead of
woing along the Mary, will be taken along this
railway from and to the coast, thereby saving the
country considerable expenditure, which it is
Rossible may be required to improve the Mary.

No doubt what is known as the “ Maryborough
bunch” are a body of representatives with very
considerable influence. No doubt, also, the
DMinistry have given due consideration to thix
view—that it will be better for Maryborough to
have a deep seaport, which will be obtained
by the constrnetion of this railway, than to zo
on incurring heavy exponditure for deepening
the Mary ;: and it is quite possible that they are
right in this view. I am certain that the people
at many rivers and harbours along the coast are
looking anxiously for the use of the dredge that
was employed in the Mary. I do not know why
the Minister for Works should have dragged in
Mackay in connection with this railway. 1 see
no connection between them at all. T was sorrvy
to hear the hon. gentleman give expression to
an opinion similar to that which has been ex-
pressed by the Minister for Lands on previous
occasions. The Minister for Lands has admitted
the weakness of his department, and has got a
board to reduce the work. But I neverexpected
to hear such an admission from the Minister for
Works., The hon. gentleman suggested the pro-
bability of a railway board taking over the
management of his department. T thought he
was fully competent to do the work himself.
The hon. gentleman also veferred to the fact
that the hon., member for Mackay had been
agitating to get some special rate for the Mackay
railway. If the hon. gentleman would only
tale a trip to Mackay he would see the
necessity of it. He refers to specinl rates asa
privilege conferred by the Railway Department ;
but we know very well that coal, bricks, Are-
wood, and farm produce, and, in fact, all heavy
traflic, is always carried at special rates, and it
is only intended to ask a special rate for the
Mackay Railway for tratic of a heavy description.
[ think it is necessary for me to explain why [
made that application to the Minister for Works
to arrange for special rates on the Mackay line,
in order that hon. members may be able to judge
whether the application I made was not a
reasonable one. As hon. members very well
know, no doubt, special rates are in force on the
railways in the southern portion of the colony—
and I have no reason to believe they do not
prevail in the North—Dby which parties who
have very large amounts of freight to send
by the railway are allowed certain special
privileges or facilities. The chief points in
connection with the special rates are these,
I take it : That, where people have very large
quantities of freight for the railway, and where
they are able to do the loading and unloading
themselves of the goods on to and out of the rail-
way carriages, the Govermmnentoffer them special
facilities, as the Governnent have cnly to do
the haulage. To explain what T mean— such
srticles as coal, bricks, and other similar goods,
are carried up to, I think, tweuty miles, at amini-
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mum charge of 28, 6d. per ton. I think, as hon,
gentlemen will see at once, it is only reasonable,
in a district such as I represent, wherc we have
enormous quantities of produce coming from one
spot — coming from one mill, and where T
hope to see an enormous carrying trade in
sugar-cane developed—I think it is only a
reasonable request to ask the Government
to take into their early consideration the neces-
sity of extending its special rates to an article
which is not already included in this special rate
traftic of the colony. Sugar, for instance, of
which there is not a very large quantity carvied
in the southern districts at present, is not
included in the special rates. For instance, for
a distance of six miles the freight on sugar per
ton amounts to something like 5s. 10d. In that
case the department have to do the whole of the
loading, and they have to do the whole of the
unloading. I will further exemplify what I mean
by telling hon. members that a large mill will
produce from 1,000 up to, in some cases, 3,000
and 4,000 tons of sugar alone, Then, again, [ hope
to see the carrying trade of cane very largely de-
veloped, which willalso mean anew carrying trade
to be done by railway ; but as cane is an article
that will not stand a high v of eqrriace, it will
be necessury, in ovder to facilitate the successful
carrying out of the central mill gystem, that
cane should also be carvied at as low a rate as is
consistent with economy in working the depart-
ment. I do not think we should work any
railway at a loss, I think we should take Into
consideration the immense amount of benefit it
is to the people of a district, and to the agricul-
tural class, in being able to get a market for such
an article as cane. Now, the average yield of
cane to an acre may be put down at about thirty
tons ; so that a small farmer having fifty acres
of cane, which he wishes to convey to a central
mill, will probably get as much as 1,500 tons from
a small piece of land to carry to one of the many
central mills which T hope to see established.
Now, in order to enable farmers in my district to
know what they are going to do in the future,
they will require to know 1f the department will
be able to carry their cane at anything like the
special rates at which similar products are car-
ried in the more southern portions of the colony.
In that case they would be prepared to put i
large quantities of cane, knowing that they
could get it carried to the mill at a remunerative
rate as an agricultural product.  Assuming that
the farmer is ten miles away from the mill, it is
utterly impossible, if he has to take it that
distance in carts, that he would be able to get
a sufficient price to remunerate him for his
trouble. But if he knew he could carry these 1,500
tons under the special rate schedule, that would
suit him very well ; in fact, it would be a matter of
indifference to him whether he were one, two,
ten, or fifteen miles away from the mill. Seeing
that this is a product which has to be put into
the ground twelve months before it is erushed,
I think it was a most reasonable request that 1
made to the Minister for Works, that he should
send up a special agent to report on the whole
possible traffic of the district Trepresent. I take
it that in asking that of the department I was
doing nothing at all unusual, but was merely
doing what was for the best interests of the
district I represent, and also of the railways
of the colony. I hope that, now I have had an
opportunity of explaining what I really meant,
to the House and to the Minister for Works, he
will take it into his favourable consideration. I
know it is a question which is regarded very
anxiously by the farmers in the Mackay district,
who, I can tell the House, are not in a very satis-
factovy condition at present.  They wish to
know at as early a date as posible what their
fubure s likely to be—whether, if they giow
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large cuantities of cane, they will receive such
reasonable facilities from the Railway Depart-
ment as are afforded to other districts in the
southern portions of the coluony. 1 said before
that I intend to support this Bill, and especially
the principle which is involved in it. T believe
it will be a good thing for the colony if wecan
get privabe enterprise to step in, and to some
extent relieve the public finances of the very
heavy expense attendant onrailway construction.
1 do not think that it will he detrimental to
the best interests of the colony to do it
so long as the Government wee that their
interests are properly protected ; and T he-
lieve they are goiug to be protected hy this
Bill, which gives the Government power, if they
find the railway is a good line, to step in and
buy it for the country. The risk of the experi-
ment is taken from the Government, and rvests
entirely on the shoulders of those who propose
to introduce this new system. T believeit willhe
a very good thing for the Muryborough people.
Tt will give them a deep-cea harbour, with more
vapld mail communication, and other facilities
which. Thelieve, they have been anxiousty looking
forward to in the past. Tam led to helieve that in
the Trvangau harbony vessels of deep dranght can
lie alongside with the greatest ease ; and the mail
steamers, which now have to pass Maryborough,
will be able to call at this new port in the saine
way as they call at Keppel Bay and other ports
further along the coast. T am very glad that the
Government  prowmise their support to this
measure. L shall conclude by reading a rveply
given by Mr. Rawlins in his evidence before the
committee. Question 80 was-—

“Do vouconsider the minesare sneces=fully worked p
No; I do not consider s0.”

Then question 81---

“For whut reasony  Because, in the tirst place, of the

difficulty of getting the stemmers with anything more
than twelve feel ¢ ugltt to come up tae Mary River;
and, secondly, hecause of the fact that the Railway
Department does not wnderstand anything ahout the
coal trade at &l They do not kuow really the position
they are in.  They are short of rolling-stock to begin
with. There is no syvmpathy at all in the department
with the trade. Thers is a want of sympathy --there
always is in Government nndertakings.”
Now, siv, T hope T shall not have to complain of
the sanie want of sympathy in conpection with
the Mackay line, which Mr. Rawlins speaks of
as prevailing in all (Fovernment mndertakings
where private interests are involved,

Mr., FERGUSON said: Mr. Speaker,—dA\s
one of the members of the Scleet Committee on
this Bill, T should say a few words, though {
had not intended to speak till T heard the re-
marks of the hon. member for Maryborough (Mr.
Annear). I think he has taken altogether a
wrong view of this matter. I believe this is the
best thing that could ever happen to Mary-
borough, though it i= not only Maryborough we
have to consider; we have to consider the
colony of Queensland. This, to my mind, is a
national question. To develop the rich eoal-
mines of that district requiresdifferent appliances
and different accommodation from what are there
at the present time. If we are to compete with
the Newecastle coal-inines in New South Wales,
we must have o ditferent way of conveying
the coal to deep water. This scheme, if carried
out, will enable Queensland to compete success-
fully with the other colonies. The coal there has
been proved equal to any Newcastle coal, and T
believe it is the best that has been discovered in
Queensland yet ; and instead of ships from the
Northern ports, Townsville and Rockhamypton,
having to go down to Newecastle to load with
coal before starting for other parts of the world,
they can go to Uran, d luasd there. Not only
that, but the company will estallish extensivse
works f{or smelting different ores, and it will be
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the weans of developing the mines of Queens-
land to a very large extent—the mines in the
neighbourhood  of Maryborough especially.
There are a large number of rich mines lving
idle at the present time, because there are no
facilities in thie colony for utilising the ores.
These works will be nearer to Maryborough than
to Urangan, so that there will be a large place
established very close to Maryborough. Of course
we ought not to consider Maryborough at all in
the question ; we should consider the colony of
Queensland ; but the establishment of these
works will lead to establishing similar works
in other parts in the North. In fact, we do not
know what such works may develop into. If
these are successful, workswill probably be estab-
lished in Rockhampton, in Townsville, and per-
haps in Cooktown, and other towns of the colony.
It will give a greater impetus to the mining
industry than anyone can conceive at the present:
time.  Another fault found by the hon. member
for Maryborough (Mr. Annear) was that the
conumittee did not call on the merchants or lead-
ing wen of Maryborough to give evidence. Dut
I think it was the duty of the people of DMary-
borough to have been there ift they had any
objection to the Bill; and the best proof we
can have that there is no objection on their
part is the fact that only one gentleman
volunteered to give evidence, and that the
only objection he had was that the Bill did
not provide for a branch linc to Polson. It was
proved by evidence that Polson is not the
watering-place of Maryborough, because it has
no beach, though it is certainly a nice place for
building purposes.  The watering-place of Mary-
horough is Pialba, and the communication
between the two is by vehicles; but it is pro-
posed by the Bill to take the railway through
Pialba. It is pretty clear that if a line to Polson
were made the people of Maryborough would
not go there, but to the place where thers
is accommodation for bathing purposes. It
was also proved that the petition in favour
of the line to Polson was signed by only 27
out of a population of 10,000 or 12,000, which
1 consider a very small number ; and that nearly
all the signatures were those of the private land

owners of Polson.  And the very gentleman who
gave evidence in favour of the branch line
admitted that he had land there himself, There-
fore, the committee thought it would not be
just to ask the company to construct a branch
line which would be of no use to them,

but would hamper them in the develop-
ment of their works in connection with the
coal trade. The construction of the branch
would cost £7,000, and they would have to run a
carriage or two a day; so that they would
always be at a loss of £1,000 a year by the line.

At all events, Mr. Harrington, the gentleman
from Maryborough, who gave evidence, ac-
knowledged that the line is to be taken through
the watering-place used by the people of Mary-
borough at the present time, and that there is no
beach for bathing at Polson. He said that the
rocks there could be cleared, but unless there is
a naturally clear beach it can never be made a
proper bathing-place. I consider the objections
raised are paltry objections to a scheme that is
going to develop the colony to a large extent,

and I hope that the Bill will pass into law.

The Hox. R. B. SHERIDAN : I think, sir,
it is due tomy constituents that I should say a few
words on this important matter ; and in doing
so I may state, to begin with, that 1 am strongly
in favour of this railway being made. T think
it will he of the greatest peesible benefit to the
distriet, and that it will particularly benetit the
town of Maryborough. Instead of interfering
with Maryborouch, the having of 2 deev zee-
port at Urangan will give those places the sams
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relative position as Melbourne and Williams-
town ; and Maryborough will continue to be
benefited by being connected with a deep sea-
port. This deep seaport is nothing new to me ;
I have known 1t since the 16th July, 1861. 1
knew it was there, and reported its existence
to the Government, knowing that some day it
must come to the fore as it has done now;
and I hope that, without much delay, the com-
pany taking the matter in hand will not only
begin, but will very soon complete the work,
because I am certain that it will be the greatest
benefit that has accrned to the Wide Bay
and Burnett district since the establishment of
Maryborough,  Still T have some measure of
regret in the matter. On reading the evidence
of one gentleman who gave evidence before the
committee, I find that he hax dealt very wun-
weneronsly with Maryborough, and particularly
with the Mary River. His description of the
river is purely the creation of his own fanc
In order that I may bring it more foreibly before
the notice of the House, I will just read a
question he was asked, and the answer he gave
to that question. The gentleman being examined
was . C. Rawlins, 1isquire, and he was asked :—

“ When you said there was no ontlet for conl, did you
mean that there was no means of exporting it: There
was no means of exporting it in quantity by the
Mary River. The Mary River is very intricate. and a
very difficult river to deal with--heayy bottoms.”

Now, sir, I have seen vessels, drawing from
tifteen feet to seventeen feet of water, along-
side the wharves at Maryborough. They have
come and gone without any damage whatever
being done to them. And the first time I ever
heard that the river was a very intricate one
and had a very heavy bottom was when I read
the answer to that question. T cannot help
expressing my regret that the gentleman who
came here as a comparative stranger-—who was
taken by the hand, not only by the people
generally, but also by the Government--
should not have been generous enough to have
refrained from bolstering up his own cause by
the disparagement of another place. A little
further on, at page 23, we have this evidence
from the same witness

“Is there no possibility of reaching deep water

with thatline* It was reported ouly Last week in the
paper that there was only eight feet of water al the
wharves in aryborough: T daresay My, Mellor remein-
bers the circumstance.”
Tt is quite true that alongside some wharves at
Maryborough at low water there may bhe only
eight feet of water, but that does not at all prove
that that river hasnot abundance of water to ac-
commodate vessels of large draught, And frepeat
that it was not kind—that it was not generous—
to again depreciate the port of Maryborough, and
by so doing try to advance the port which he was
anxious to_establish, One would have gone on
just as well without the other being disparaged.
Again, the following evidence was given in reply
to Mr. Ferguson—

“Could the mine be worked to cownpete with the coal-
mines in the southern colonies, if the coal came by the
Burrum and Maryborough Railway to ship in the Mary
Rivery No; I would not have anything to do with it;
T would not have the line conduected hy the Govern-
ment; I would not attempt to work the mine ; the river
is an intricate one, with a narrow channel.”

Now, this also is what I call a mean way of
advancing the interests of one port at the
expense of another, because there isno jealousy
whatever on the purt of the Maryborough people
of the establishment of a port at Urangan,
better known on the Admiralty chart as Dagna
Point. They know very well that to have a
leep seaport in their immediate neighbourhood
smugt be conducive to their advantage.  Fxcept,
verhaps, Cooktown, T do not helieve any
JAher part of the colopy has o ready-made
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deep seaport so near to the centre of popu-
lation as the town of Maryborough. 1 am
sorry, sir, that the gentleman in question,
who no doubt intends to sojourn a long time
in that neighbourhood, should not have been a
little more generous in his observations relative
to Maryborough. Maryborough is the centre of
a large population, and that population must
naturally increase, and the town will gain very
much by its connection with Urangan. As to
Polson, it appears in the evidence that there is
no sandy beach there; but perhaps no person
knows Polson better than I do. T examinedthe
place carefully mmany years ago, and found a sandy
beach there, and bought land there because
of that sandy beach. 1 do not own that land,
having sold it long since, and T sincerely hope the
persoit who purchased it from me will reap large
advantages from it.  Therve are vocks outside
the sandy beach at Polson; but instead of injur-
ing the place as a bathing-place, they are a great
protection to it by breaking the force of the sea.
Persons are able to hathe on a clear, bright,
white sandy beach, with these rocks as a barrier
between them and the ocean. Tt ix not fair,
therefore, to disparage Polson ; and although the
railway ig going to give 1t the go-by for the
present, it ix too attractive o place to remain
long neglected. T intend to support the second
reading of the Bill, and T hope thatin committee
some changes will be made in it which will
render it a successful measure,

Mr. BUCKLAND said: T am very glad to
support the second reading of the Bill, and also to
hear from the hon. member (Mr. Sheridan) that
theport of Maryborough will benefit somuch from
the company’s operations. Previous to the Bill
coming on for its second reading, I heard
that the people of Maryborough were much
opposed Lo the construction of the proposed
railway, and T am pleased to find, from
both the hon. gentlemen who represent Mary-
borough, that that opposition does not exist. T
recollect some years ago being stuck on a mud-
bank in the Mary River for five or six hours, and
T am glad to hear that the river has been so
much improved since that time that vessels
drawing seventeen feet can getupto the wharves.
Since the commencement of the PBritish-India
Company’s mail service, the people of Mary-
borough have been naturally agitating for zome
means by which the English  mails  would
be  delivered there at an  earlier date. If
this railway be construeted to Urangan, it
will not only facilitate the export of coal, but
will facilitate the delivery of the mails as well,
Apart from that, I think the Bill is a step in the
right dirvection, and if it becomes law I hope the
proposed work will repay the company. There
are some clauses in the Bill, particularly clause
51, which will need amendment in comrmittee ;
but I need not go into that now, as the nieasure
will no doubt receive ample discussion at a sub-
secuent stage. T will again say that it gives me
great pleasure to support the Bill, and that I
hope it may become law.

Mr. ISAMBER Tsaid : Idonotintendto oppose
this Bill, vet T cannot coincide with much that
has fallen from hon. members on both sides of
the House. We have heard how much it is
to be desired that private companies should
undertalke this railway building, and how it is to
be hoped that it will be followed up to a much
sreater cxtent,  As a rule private companies
are more successful in works of this kind than
the Governmment, because they are shrewd
enough not to nndertake them except where
theve ix every probability that they will pay;
and that is not always the case with a Govern-
ment.  But even if these linex will pay a private
company handwomely; it isto be doubted whethey
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the country as a whole will benefit by them.
If the country had had to depend upon private
companies for its railways, there would not be
half so many in existence as is actually the
case. Although the Government railways ave
expensive to build, I doubt whether a private
company could build them cheaper; and, no
doubt, if we go on as we have begun, we shall
learn to manage our railways better. The
Minister for Works must need the patience of
Job

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes; to
receive such deputations as the one you intro-
duced this morning.

Mr. ISAMBERT : T have a word to say about
that deputation. The deputation which T had
the honour to introduce to the Minister for
Works to-day managed to extract a promise
from him, It was almost like ‘“‘bailing” him
up; but we knew we had him, because, aceord-
ing to the Railway Regulations, a station-master
has no power to prevent perishable articles being
taken by goods trains if there are a few fowls
with them; and the deputation threatened
that they would put amongst their perishable
articles, such as butter and things of that
kind, a pair of fowls, so ax to compel the
station-master to send them on. 1o return
to the Bill. T must enter iy protest against
private companies building railways. At the
same time, I should be in favour of private
companies engaging in sueh undertakings if
provision was made that the Government could
at any time take possession of the railways so
made.

Mr. FRASER said: It is not very often we find
a measure brought before the House which com-
mands the approval of hon. members on both
sides with such hearty unanimity as the one
now under discussion. T do not think we
can do other than congratulate the colony
on seeing steps taken for the undertaking of
works of this kind by private enterprise and
capital. Nor do I think that the Government
can be charged with any inconsistency in accept-
ing this proposal and encouraging it. It would bhe
an easy matter to point out that there is a
radical and essential difference between the
principle involved in this measure and that
involved in the measure which the Government
and their supporters on former occasions opposed.
We are asked to give very slight encouragement
to one enterprising wealthy company who pro-
pose to develop what T hope will, at some future
time, be one of our leading industries. They do
not ask the (Gtovernment to compensate them—
to give them in consideration for this—in con-
sideration of promoting their own interests—
large slices of valuable territory the property of
the people. But, sir, we have heard a great deal
lately about light dawning upon parties. I be-
lieve that the darkest cloud has a silver lining;
and I was very much gratified indeed to hear the
hon. member for Mackay deal with the question
of the sugar industry in the way he did this
evening. Why, sir, he is beginning to recognise
the altered circumstances of the case. Notwith-
standing all he has said during the session, he
still evidently believes that, even in the altered
circminstances of the case, there is no danger
to the sugar industry; and I do hope sin-
cerely that the hon. the Minister for Works
willtake into consideration—1I am seriousnow, My,
Speaker—into serious consideration the proposal
brought before him by the hon. member for
Mackay. I think that hon. member is perfectly
justified in asking the Minister for Works to
give such an indication of his readiness or
willingness to meet the requirements of the
locality—in the altered circumstances—as will
encourage those engaged in the industry to con-
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tinueit, and toextend their operations. If Tunder-
standaright thereisno great difficulty in construct-
ing a railway in the district of Mackay—I never
heard that there were any engineering difticul-
ties—and I venture to say that if the Govern-
ment submits such a proposal to this House
there will be mno objection to it, especially
as we desire to give every facility for the con-
tinunanee, the development, and thefirm establish-
ment of that hnportant industry.

Question put and passed ; and Bill read a
second time.

On the motion of Mr. FOXTON, the com-
mittal of the Bill was made an Order of the Day
for Friday next.

JURY BILL—COMMITTER.
On the Order of the Day being read, the House
went into Committee to further consider this
Rill in detail.

On clause 4, as follows:
“The speeial jurors to serve upon special juries under
the said Act shall he the men whose names shall be
described in the jury lists meuntioned in the eleventh
section of the said Act as accountants, architects,
anctioneers. brokers, eowmission agents, civil engineers

esquires, graziers, erchants, aceountants, cashien
or tellers of any bank, sguatters, station managers,
surveyors. and wareliousemen. and not otherwise, any

thing in the said Act contained to the contrary notwith-
standing.”

The PREMIER said he would ask the hon.
gentleman in charge of the Bill if he had consi-
dered in what way the omission of clause 1 affected
the 4th clause? Of course, when the Committee
agreed tonegativethe 1st clause,they did notintend
that its provisions should be re-enacted in clauses
3 and 4, as they really were. He thought it
would be better to leave out clause 4. If they
did not they would have to consider whether o
man by calling himself a broker should be able
to miake himself a special juror instead of a
common juror. It was a title that anyone
could give himself, If they were going to deal
with the subject they should deal with it
properly. Hethought that if the hon. gentleman
would add to the persons already mentioned
one or two classes that could be conveniently
added to the special jury list it would be much
better than the clause as it stood. By putting it
in that way there would be no inconsistency.

Mr. CHUBB said that what he wished to do
was to re-enact the 11th section of the present
Act with the addition of three or four persons.
The 11th section enumerated ‘¢ esquires, accoun-
tants, merchants, brokers, engineers, architects,
warehousemen, and common agents”; and the
only difference was that he had inserted ‘‘auc-
tioneers,” altered ‘engineers” to ‘¢ civil
engineers,” and added ¢ graziers, squatters,
station 1nanagers, and surveyors.” He was
willing to omit * graziers,” because, as had
been pointed out, the term was capable of too
wide a description. Anybody could call him-
self a grazier. He thought *“squatters” and
““station managers” should Dbe on the special
jury list, but if there was any difficulty in the
matter he was prepared to alter the clause to
meet the wishes of the Comnittee. If clause 4
was omitted the 11th seetion would stand as it
was. He should like to point out an instance
that had occurred since they had last considered
the Bill in conunittee, at Charters Towers, a place
where it was said there were 7,000 inhabitants.
The jury summoned for the trial of civil causes
in the Supreme Court there was twenty, and
the ordinary practice was that the Sheriff drew
what was called a eivil panel-—that was sixteen,
leaving only four. 1t so happened that there
was only one civil case, and in that one case
the plaintiff applied for a special jury of
twelve, and got from the judge an orvder for that

13
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jury, which consisted of forty-eight jurymen.
That jury was summoned in this way :-~The
four remaining special jurors were taken out of
the list,and fort-y-four common jurors were added,
s0 that the plaintiff got a number of common
Jurers.  That could be altered by increasing the
number of persons liable to serve as special
jurors, and giving a wider range of selection in
forming a panel. If a man were described as a
storekeeper he would be a common juror; but if
he was called a merchant he would he a spoeial
juror. He knew many cases in the inland
towns where the leading storekeepers were very
fit persons to be special jurors, but they were
generally put down in ordinary parlance as
storekeepers, and the consequence was they
were not fit for special jurors, That was the
reason why he added auctioneers, commission
agents, surveyors, squatters, and station mana-
gers; and he thought they were very good
men to put on a special jury, They would be
on a jury if they were described as *‘ esquires™ ;
but if they were not so described they would
be simply common jurors. If the clause were
negatived the law would stand as at present.

The ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. A.
Rutledge) said he. pointed out, on the second
reading of the Bill, that the Ton. gentleman
did not go far enough In order to remedy
the state of things he had described as
having existed at a Tecent sittings at Charters
Towers, he ought to have attempted to
amend section 1 of the Jury Act, by which
the qualification of jurors was determined.
The hon. gentleman would not make station
managers liable to serve on special juries by
including their names in that section in the way
he proposed. A large proportion of station
managers in the colony were not porsons who
had freehold properties from which they derived
an income, or were tenants of other persons,
paying rent. They knew that many of them
were simply in the employ of the station pro-
prietor. They lived in the station house and
were simply salaried servants, and were not com-
petent, in consequence of the peculiar pro-
visions of section 1 of the Jury Act, to serve
on either common or special juries. It wasa
very inconvenient state of things, in a place like
Charters Towers, one of the most important of
the provineial towns of the colony, that a special
jury should consist of twenty individuals; but it
would be so so long as the qualification was as it
was now. To have altered that qualification—
to have reduced the qualification, so to speak—
would have enlarged the choice both of common
jurors and special jurors; and merely adding
station managers to the number of those who
should be required toserve on special juries exclu-
sively did not make them capable of serving on
w gpecial jury.

Mr. CHUBDB : They must have a qualification.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said there

were & large number of persons who ought to be
serving on special juries in the colony who, by
reason of the peculiar nature of section 1, could
never serve on a jury. He pointed that out on
the second reading of the Bill, in the hope that
the hon. member would have framed a clause by
which the qualification of jurors could have been
amended. %ne little group of men, in many coun-
try towns, were those to whose judgment civil
causes were perpetually referred. Why should a
little group of a score be perpetually the men
from whom jurors were to be drawn to try all
the civil causes? If the hon. gentleman would
accept his suggestion he would withdraw the
Bill, and bring in another framed upon a different
basis to remedy some of those evils which were
known to exist in connection with the adminis-
tration of justice in the country towns.
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Mr. CHUBB said his primary object in
introducing the Bill was to get clause 8

into the law, inasmuch as he did not think
a Bill of one clause, althouvh very uselwl in
small things, would kave been sullicient. When
he was drafting the Bill, he thought it would be
as well to put in as many clauses as he could to
clear up some of the immediate portions of the
Jury Act which would require some alteration ;
but he did not propose to revise the whole
scheme. He did not propose to alter the quali-
fication of jurvmen themselves or the mode of
empannelling a jury, or the mode of drawing a
panel. He wished to make a few simple amend-
ments, and while he was about it he thought he
might as well extend the provisions of the 4th
and 11th sections by adding those names. If
there was any objection to the clause it might
go. It was meant to benefit the jurymen who
had to serve in all cases. Fe was aware that
unless they possessed the qualification men-
tioned in the 1st clause they would not be
qualified.

The PREMIER said that if they were to deal
with the subject it should be done in this way.
The clause would not do as it stood ; but one to
this effect would carry out the hon. gentlema,n’s
intention : ¢ In addition to the persons mentioned
in the 11th section of the principal Act, the
names of all persons shall be copied into the
special jury book, who are described in the jury
lists as accountants, graziers, commission agents,
station managers, storekeepers, or surveyors.”
The fact was, the whole system was wrong, and
the proper gualification ought not to be freehold
or leasehold, but a man being a ratepayer.
Nearly evervbody in the colony was a ratepayer,
and every ratepayer of beyond a certain amount
should be put on the list, and all paying under a
small minimum could be left off it. He hoped
it would not be long before the Government would
have time to introduce a Bill dealing with the
jury laws on that basis, That was undoubtedly
the proper basis. As to speeial jurors, that was

another matter which should receive further
consideration. If the hon. gentleman wished to

proceed with the clause, it would Dbe better to
put it in the form he (the Premier) had sug-
gested.  As to whether auctioneers should he
put on the list, he did not know that they
should, but he thought storekeepers should.
That was a very ambiguous expression—they
were generally called merchants now. The
fact was that, at present, the special jury list
depended upon the caprice of the policeman
who compiled the list. If he c¢hose to call a man
by his right name he might be put on the list,
and if he did not he might be kapt off, and vies
cevsd, No doubt the qualification of a ratepayer
ought to be the hasis frn the compilation of the
jnry list,

Mr. CHUBB said he ¢unite aygreed with the
Premier; and he might say that he never con-
templated, and never intended, dealing with the
whole matter in the present Bill.  He would
allow clause 4 to be negatived.

Clause put and negatived.

Clauses 5 and 6 passed as printed.

On clause 7, as follows :—

“ No person who is ineapacitated by diseaxe or in-
firmity shall be liable to he summoned or compelled tu
serve on any jury,”

The PREMIER said he had an amendmnent
to move in the clause. He had hefore referred to
a difficulty which arose now-—that was, that a
man who was exempt by law from serving on a
jury, by the action of the bench or the constable
was put on the list. If a man was exempted hy
law, he ought not to be liable to be summoned to
serve. They found the judges often said to a
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man, “Why did not you apply to the bench?”
But how was a man, exempted by law from being
compelled to serve, to be expected to assume that
he was going to be put on the list ? He had
always considered that absurd, when he heard it
spoken of in that way from the bench. He pro-
posed to insert after the word ¢ infirmity” the
words “or exempted by the prineipal Act.” If
a man was exempted by law he ought not to he
liable to be summoned to serve.

Amendment avreed to.

My, SMYTH moved that the following words
be inserted after the amendment which had just
been agreed to—*‘ or iy actually employed as a
mining manager within the meaning of the Mines
Regulation Act of 1881.”

Mr. ALAND said the hon. member for
Gympie should have given them some reason
why he proposed the amendment. He (Mr.
Aland) might propose that this person or the
other person should be exempted, but that was
no reason why they should be exempted. He
would like to know what there was peculiar in
the employment of amining manager that should
catge him to be exempted from having to serve
on a jury. He knew of some cases where he
thought the obligation to serve on a jury pressed
as hardly on some other persons as it would on
mining managers.

Mr. SMYTH said a mining manager held a
very different position from an alderman, and
aldermen were exempt. He would like to point
out to hon. members what were the duties of a
mining manager. As he had worded his amend-
ment, it would apply only to mining managers of
a mine worked by not less than six men—
that was included in the words ¢ within
the meaning of the Mines Regulation Act
of 1881.” In the first place, the mining
manager had to keep certain accounts of the
mine and all the materials employed in the mine.
He had also to keep a time-book, and to attend
all eetings of the company holding the mine.
Those meetings were held every fortnight or
three weeks, as a rule, and the manager was
supposed to furnish the directors, for the infor-
mation of the shareholders and the publie,
with a full account of the working of the
mine, He was supposed to bring up his report
of all that was being done in the mine;
in addition to keeping the account of the mine
he had to bring up a pay-sheet and submit that
to the directors. To certify that all those things
were correct, the mining mwanager had to he all
his time on the mine. Those were not the only
Baportant portions of his duties. Te generally
had to go down the mine every morning, and he
had not only to inspect. one portion of it, hut he
had to go down with his eyes open and inspect
every portion of the mine. He had to see
that the timbering of the mine was safe, and
that the men were not supplied with bad blast-
ing material. He had to inspect everything,
and see that the mine was in good working order.
It very often happened that some machinery
broke at a mine, or something or other went
wrong, andin such a case the men very naturally
went to the mining manager ; but how could they
get at him if he were in a jury-box ? A manager
was chosen on account of the knowledge he
possessed, and for his honesty and sobriety.

Mr., ALAND : Very good qualities for a jury-
man.

Mr, SMYTH said a mining manager could
not leave the mine he was in charge of, hecause
he was responsible for everything that occurred
to the directors and shareholders. But not only
was the manager required to discharge the duties
he had enumerated : he was also responsible
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for the lives of the men employed under him,
Perhaps the hon. member for Toowoomba was
not aware of that ?

Mr. ALAND : Tf yon had told us that at
first, there would have been no necessity for a
long speech.

Mr. SMYTH said he thought the hon. mem-
ber had been long enough in the colony, and
long enongh in that House, to know that -that
was the case under the Mines Regulation Act,
which was only passed in 1881, Section 4 of
that statute provided that—

“In the cvent of the contravention of or non-com-
plisnce with this. Act in any mine by any person, the
mining manager of such mine shall he guilty of an
offence against this Act.

“Provided that such manager shall not be deemed
guilty of such offence if he proves to the satisfaction of
the court that he had taken all reasonable means of
enforcing the provisions of this Act, and of preventing
such contravention or non-compliance.”

And the 16th section stated that—

“Tn any proceedings under the provisions of this Act
against » mining manager or person in charge of the
mining operations in a mine, the burden shall lie on the
defendant ot proving that he is not such manager or
person.”

He had known a manager on the Gympie Gold
Field to be charged with manslaughter when a
miner was killed through his own carelessness,
and it bad cost the manager alarge sum of money
to defend himself. Some mines employed over
100 men, and he thought one mining manager
was worth more than a whole munieipal council y

Mr. NORTON said he was very glad the hon.
member had brought forward, infavour of the
exemption of a mining manager, the argument
that he was responsible for the lives of the men
working in the mine over which he had charge ;
and really that was the only argument advanced
by the hon. gentleman. It was no argument to
say that a mining manager should be exempt
beeause he was a better man than an alderman.
At the same time he (Mr. Norton) would admit
that there was a good deal of force in the other
statement, though he thought it could hardly be
held that a manager should be responsible for
what happened in the mine during the time he
was obliged to be in court as a juryman.

Mr. SMYTH : The law makes him respon-
sible.

Mr. NORTON said, if that was the state of
thelaw, then the law was defective. Asregarded
the amendment, he thought if it was a mere
matter between a man’s duty to his company
and serving on the jury, there was no reason for
passing it ; but, as he said before, there was
some force in the argument that a manager was
responsible for the lives of the miners at work
underground.

Mr. CHUBB said perhaps he ought to have
said that before the member for Gympie pro-
posed hiy amendment he had had an oppor-
tunity of seeing it, and had consented to accept
it o the last ground the hon. gentleman gave just
now—namely, that the lives of the men employed
underground were under the care of the mining
manager.

Mr. ALAND said he thought the member for
Gympie ought to be very much obliged to him,
because the action he had taken had taught the
hon. gentleman that if he wanted an amendment
carried he must give a reason for it. He was not
to suppose that he (Mr. Aland) was in the House
when the Mines Regulation Act of 1881 was
passed, or, if he was, that he remembered all the
clauses of that Act. The hon. gentleman seemed
to have a down on aldermen, He (Mr. Aland)
did not know whether the hon. gentleman
thonght he was one, Tf he did, he could tell
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him that he was not, He thought the member
for Gympie had been one himself, and had been
mayor too, He (Mr. Aland) did not see why
the hon. gentleman should have a down on those
functionaries. After all it should be remembered
that aldermen did good service to the State,
while mining managers only served private
companies.

Mr. SMYTH said he had no down on alder-
men, and had only mentioned them because they
were referred to so often the last time the Bill
was before the Committee.

Amendment agreed to; and clause, asamended,
put and passed.

On clause 8, as follows :—

““ Jurors, after having been sworn, may in the dis-
cretion of the court he allowed. at any time hefore
giving their verdiet, the use of a tire when out of court,
and be allowed reasonable refreslunent.”

Mr, CHUBB said that in one of the Acts in
which he saw that clause 16 was provided that
jurymen should be allowed refreshment at their
own expense, but it seemed to him that they
should be allowed reasonable refreshment at the
expense of the State.

Clause put and passed.,

On clause 9, as follows :—

“The court may, in its discretion, permit the jurors
empannelled for the trial of any felony, except felonies
punishable with death, Lo separate during any adjourn-
ment of the comwrt.”

Mr. CHUBB said that was entirely a new
clanse ; and what might be said in its favour
was that it often happened that, in long trials
for felony, juries had to be locked up overnight.
In cases of misdemeanour, juries were allowed
to separate and go to their homes; but there
were some misdemeanours that were far graver
than felonies. The distinction between misde-
meanours and felonies was cerbainly anomalous;
but he did not know whether it was desirable to
define them more accurately at present. The
clause did not propose to allow juries to separate
as a matter of course, but the court might use
its discretion. The clause said -—

“The court may in its discretion permit the jurors

empannelled for the trial of any felony, except felonies
punishable with death, to separate during any adjourn-
ment of the court.”
That was, that the judge might allow the jury to
separate, except after he had summed up, when,
of course, they would be confined. He knew
there was a great deal to be said against that,
but the question was, what was the hest
course to pursue, and whether they should keep
to the present custom of locking the jurymen up,
or let the court have discretionary power in the
case of felonies; and also allow the court the
discretion of keeping the jury together in more
heinous offences.

The PREMIER said he hoped the hon. mem-
ber would not press the clause, for there was a
very great deal to be said against it. Some of
the worst evils in the administration of justice
in America had arisen through that very thing.
Because there was a slight anomaly in the pre-
sent law that was no reason why they should
substitute a grave evil for it. The proper
remedy would be to remove the anomaly, and not
make everything anomalous. He did not want
to discuss the matter at length; but he hoped the
clause would be withdrawn.,

Mr. CHUBB said there was this to be said,
that they could never effect a change in the law
until they made an attempt. They must make
a precedent, and unless that was made no change
could be effected. There was a great deal of
force in what the Premier said, but he saw some
advantages in favour of the clause. He would
accept the suggestion and withdraw the clause

|

[ASSEMBLY.] Brands Act Amendment Bill.

At some futuve time, perhaps, it might be intro-
duced in another shape, and a distinction between
felonjes and misdemeanours be made.

Clause put and negatived.

On clause 10, as follows :

“ And whereas donbts have heenentertained as to the
power of judges to excuse jurors from serving, and it is
expedient to remove such doubts, it is hereby declared
and enacted that it shall be lawtul for the conrt before
whom any person may he summoned as a juror to dis-
charge in open court such person from further atten-
danece at such court, or to excuse such person from
attendance for any period daring the sittings of sucl
court”—

Mr. CHUBB moved the omission of the
words to the word ““that” in the 8rd line. There
had been a doubt as to the power of the judge
to legally exempt those persons who were not
statutorily exempt, but as a matter of fact the
practice had always been for the judge to do
much as he pleased in a matter of that sort.
In the case of two or more members of one firm
being summoned as jurors it was only right
that the judge should have power to exempt
one or perhaps two of them,.

Amendment agreed to ; and clause, as amended,
put and passed.

Mr. CHUBB said, before the next clause was
put he would mention that it had been suggested
that the schedule of payments due to jurors
should be revised, but he did not propose to
deal with that matter in the Bill

Mr, BUCKLAND said he should not have
risen but for the last remark of the hon, gentle-
man.  As an instance of the necessity for
amending the schedule of payments, he might
mention that some twelve years ago he was
obliged to serve for ten days as a juryman, and
from that day to this had never been able to get
a shilling for his services. If a man was obliged
to serve on a jury there ought to be some means
of compelling the court to pay his fees.

Clause 11, and preamble, passed as printed.

On the motion of Mr. CHUBB, the CHAIRMAN
left the chair, and reported the Bill with amend-
ments,

The report was adopted, and the third read-
ing of the Bill made an Order of the Day for
Tuesday next.

BRANDS ACT AMENDMENT BILL—
COMMITTEE.

On the Order of the Day being read, the House
went into Comunittee to consider this Bill in
detail.

Preamble postponed.

On clause 1, as follows :—

“ From and after the passing of this Act. Schedule C
of the Brands A~t of 1872 shall be and the same is
hereby repealed.”

The PREMIER said he would suggest that
the clause he slightly modified, as to say that
Schedule C was repealed was scarcely correct.
In the 2nd clause, too, to say that—

“The schednle shuil he read and constrned with, and

bhe declared to be incorporated in the Brands Act of
18727 —
did not express what was meant. What was
meant was that the schedule in the Bill was sub-
stituted for Schedule C. He would, therefore,
move that the clause be amended by inserting
after ““this Act” the words “the schedule
hereto shall be substituted for.”

Mr. NORTON said he was sorry he was not
present on the second reading of the Bill, be-
cause he had no doubt the hon. member for
Burnett then explained the reason for the intvo-
duction of the Bill. He should like to know
what the object in view was.
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The Hox. B. B. MORETONXN said the reason
why the Bill was introduced was the fact that
there was in the hands of the Government a sum
of £15,174 received as fees under the Drands
Act, but could not be used ; in faet, it was not
wanted at present. Kach year a sum of £2,000
was made to meet expenses, and as he did not
see the necessity for increasing the extraordinary
balance in the hands of the Government, he
proposed by the Bill to reduce the amount of
assessment.  There would then be a lavge
surplus for several years to come.

Amendment put and passed.

On the motion of the Hox. B. B. MORETON,
the last words of the clause, ““shall be and the
same is hereby repealed,” were struck out.

Clause, as amended, put and passed

On clauss 2—“ Schedule hereto to be read with
Brands Act of 1872"—

The Hox. B. B. MORETON said that, owing
to the amendment in the Ist clause, the 2nd
was not necessary.

Question put and negatived.

Mr. WHITE said the industrious settler
had many difficulties to contend with, and many
losses and disappointments to put up with. The
most grievous pecuniary loss to him was that a
thief might come between him and some of hiy
cattle and horses. It caused him many weary
days and sleepless nights ; for, if the thief should
ever be caught and brought before the court, his
solicitor would jump up and declare that as xix
months had elapsed since the animals were lost,
under the Justices Act the bench had no jurisdic-
tion. Theymight wellfancy the dismay and honest
indignation of the settler in such circumstances ;
and therefore he proposed the following new
clause to meet the difficulty :—

“An information for a breach of any of the provi-
sions of the twenty-seventh or twenty-eighth sections of
the said Aect may be laid and pr nted at any time
within six months fromn the discovery of such breach,
anything in any law or statute to the contrary not-
withstanding.”

The PREMIER said he thought that one
month ought to be enongh, after the discovery
of the offence, within which to lay the informa-
tion. He suggested that the hon. member
should alter the time from six months to one
month.

Mr. WHITE said he would accept the sug-
gestion.

Mr. CHUBB said that, for the sake of caution,
they might add the words ““in a summary way”
after the word ““ prosecuted.” The clause, as it
read, might give rise to some argument. The
Act provided that all penalties might be re-
covered in a summary way; but that offence
was one that the justice need not punish in a
summary way. They might commit a person
for trial if they thought there was a case against
him. They had that power under the 38th section
of the Act, which was as follows :—

“1f the justices before whom any person shall be
brought under this Act charged with any offence
punishable under this Act on swinmary conviction shall
be of opinion that thers ought to be a prosecution for
felony, it shall be lawful for such justicss to abstain
from adjudicating in a summary manner thereon, and
to deal with the case as one to he prosecutad in the
Supreme Court, or Cireuit Court, or Distriet Court.”

He moved the insertion of the words ““in a sum-
mary way’ after the word ¢ prosecuted.”

Mr. FOXTON said it seemed to him that, if
the clause was passed as amended, it would vir-
tually render the defendant liable to be prose-
cuted at any time—no matter how long—
after the offence might have been discovered,
because there was nothing provided in the clause
to show by whom it must have been dis.

[31 OcT0BER.]

Amendment Bill. 1257

covered within a month. All that a man
had to do, he took it, wasto go into a witness-
box and swear he did not kuow anything of the
offence at a time more than one month prior
to the liearing of the case ; notwithstanding it
might have been discovered by fifty other people
two vears previously, It seemed to him that
something more definite as to who the discoverer
wasto be ought to be inserted. He did not quite
see the force of departing from the present law
as far as that was concerned. He should imagine,
from what the hon. member for Stanley (Mr.
White) had said, that he was an unfortunate
plaintiff in some case, and the case was dismissed
with costs against the plaintiff.

Mr. GGROOM said that many good reasons
had been given by the hon. gentleman for the
introduction of the elause. If the hon. gentleman.
(Mr. Foxton) was accustomed to deal with those
who had cattle branded, he would understand
the question o little better. It bad cometo be
generally known among those who were addicted
to this practice, that an offence under the Brands
Act must be prosecuted within six months
after it had happened. Cattle-stealing was
reduced almost to a science by those persons
in the West Moreton district. They branded
the cattle now, and drove them away into
the scrubs where they kept them for six
or eight months, and when the time for
prosecution had gone by the cattle werve driven
in. That had oceurred to his knowledge. Cattle-
duffing was a little game that had been going on
for some time past in the West Moreton district,
and he knew many gentlemen who had been great
sufferers through it ; and the clause wasan honest
attempt on the part of the hon. member to put
down the practice, and it was for the benefit of
the selector just as much as for the squatter to
do so.

Amendment agreed to.

Mr. BLACK said he was not quite certain that
it was an improvement to reduce the time for
laying information from six months to one month.
He should have preferred that the hon. member
for Stanley had left it at six months, He
thought it might frequently happen that a
man might not get the whole of the evidence
together to lay the information in time., A man
might have a suspicion that his cattle had been
branded ; but, in the outside districts, he might
not bein a position actually to lay the infor-
mation within a month after having ascertained
that his cattle had been illegally branded. He
thought the new Land Bill would give such
facilities for concealing cattle in scrubs that
a large amount of cattle-duffing would be
carried on. Men would be able to take up
scrub lands which were admirably adapted for
the cattle-duffer, and, as the Minister for Lands
knew,alargenumber of cattle werealready running
there, He thought it would be far better toleave
the time at six months, which would not be any
injury to the Bill. Theman might not be able to
get the evidence necessary to convict, orevento lay
the information within one month. He thought
of the two periods six months was preferable
to one month, but if the hon. gentleman was
determined to carry the one month as the time,
there was nothing more to say about it.

Clause, as amended, put and passed.

On clause 3, as follows :—

“This Act shall commence and take effeet on and
after the first day of Deeember, one thousand eight
hundred and eighty-four, and shall be stylesd and may
be cited as  The Brands Act Amendment Act of 1834.7 ™

The PREMIER said a verbal amendment was
necessary. The Ist clause provided that the
schedule should be repealed ¢ from and after the
passing of this Act.” That wasthe only operative
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clause of the Bill, and it would be abhsurd to
say that souwlething should commence from and
after the passing of the Aect, and then say it
should commence at some other date. He pro-
posed toomit all the words from “‘ commence” to
““shall.”

Amendment agreed to: and clause, as amended,
put and passed.

On the schedule, as follows :—
“ For every first registration of a bhrand. ten xhillings;
‘lr)\ every transfer of a bhrand. five shillings;
< Annual asses<iment for own = of \m(k—»um everv 100
orportion of T0u atter the first 51 one slnllm;.; anad
sixpenee.”

Mr. BLACK said he thought that, as there
was such a considerable sum as £15,000 to the
credit of the fund, it would be a fair concession
to make to small holders of stock that anything
under 100 head should be left out. Although
the amount was only Is. Gd., it was in many
cases a source of considerable annoyance. It
did not add much to the revenue, and it must
be a considerable inconvenience to clerks of
petty sessions and others who had to collect it.
He therefore moved the substitution of 1007
f()l 13 "'O b2l

The Hox. B. B. MORKTON said that, in
answer to several hon. members who had asked
him about that alteration from 50 to 100, he had
expressed his willingness, so far as he was con-
cerned, to agree to it. He thought, as they
were makm‘r a reduction in the case of what
might  be %ermed  the larger stockholders
of the colomy, they could also afford to do
something for the smaller man. He had made
inquiries at the office, and from what he
could gather from the bead of the department,
Mr. Gordon, and from looking at the books, it
seemed it would not make much difference, so
far as the revenue was concerned. At the same
time Mr. Gordon had said he would prefer to see
it kept as at present, hecause there were several
reasons why the account should be kept under
the head of the department if possible.

The PREMIER said that he had uot heard
of the suggestion before, and so had not ob-
tained any information as to the effect it
would have pecuniarily. But the information
received was valuable, in addition to the 1s. Gd.
It was desirable to know what persons pos-essed
stock up to 100 head. In fact, if they altered
the 50 to 100 it would Le necessary to alter the
principal Act, because the clause imposing the
fee required that it should be paid by owners of
more than fifty head of stock. He confessed he
did not see why PersuIs posses sing fifty head of
stock should mind pay mg Is. 6d. It was a very
small mercy the hon. member for Mackay wanted
for the small man-—to malke hiin a present of
Is. 6d. per annum. He was sure the small man
would be grateful to the hon. member for that
small mercy.

Mr. BLACK said the hon. gentleman was so
accustomed to big fees himself that he thought
nothing of a sixpence—it was all guineas with
him. There was not much force in the hon.
gentleman’s argument about keeping a proper
record of the number of stock. That could be
done without making & man pav 1s. 6d. If the
Government wanted to know exactly how many
stock a man held, they could require him to send
in an annual return. Here was a clause making
a very large concession to large stockholders, and
it was not a very large concession which was
asked on behalf of the small men, Tt was simply
not worth while to collect the 1s. 6d.

The PREMIER: Not for the sake of the
1s. 6d.

Mr. BLACK said that, if it was not worth
while onaceount of the 1s, 6d., they might do away
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with it 3 if it was merely collected that a record
might be kept, they might just as well have the
record kept without taking the 1s. Gd.

Ar. ALAND said he did not know that the
hon. member for Mackay was going to introduce
the amendment; but an hon. member had
asked him to stay that day to support the same
amendment. That hon. member was not present
himself, and he really thought that if the thing
was worth attending to he ought to have been
there. He did not think there was much in the
contention of the Premier in regard to statistical
information, because every year returns were
sent out independent of the Brands Act, and
persons were supposed to fill them up for the
information of the Registrar-Gieneral. After all,
it was a paltry matter und scarcely worth con-
sideration ; but he would vote for the amend-
ment if the hon. member called for a division,

Amendment put and negatived ; and schedule
passed as printed.

Preamble passed as printed.

On the motion of the Hox. B. B. MORETON,
the House resumed, and the CHATRMAN reported
the Bill with amendments.

The report was adopted, and the third reading
of the Billmade an Order of the Day for Tuesday
next.

The House adjourned at five minutes past
9 o’clock.





