
 
 
 

Queensland 
 

 
 

Parliamentary Debates 
[Hansard] 

 
Legislative Assembly 

 
 

FRIDAY, 31 OCTOBER 1884 
 

 
 

Electronic reproduction of original hardcopy 
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
P1·iday, 31 Octoucr, 188"1. 

Qnc:o:tion.-DP,;ornin~ the Xarrows.~DiYi:;ion:ll Board.~ 
_\gTicultnral ]lr;Linage Bill ·--seeoucl rca<ling. -:Jiary­
horon'..!;h H.wl L~r:ntganltailYmy Bill-:-~o<·oml reading. 
--Jury Hill--I~Ommittce. ---Bn1nlls .ll·t .\Incnllment 
Bill---~·ommittcc. 

'l'he SPEAKER took the ch~ir :tt lmlf-past 
~ o'elock, 

QlT:ESTIO:'\. 
::\[r. BTu"C K asked the ::\[inistor for \Vorks­
,n~en the Gon'rnm ·ut will be ahlP to e·tll fut· tcnrteri" 

for the Conrt-hou~e anrl. the t-:iydne,\ -street Bridg-e. 
.:\lar>kay ~ 

1'he MIXISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W. 
::\Iiles) replied-

'rhc prPparntion of the plan~ for t.he Oourt-honsc has 
hren delayea in eonseqneiH'i' of tllPrc being- no suitable 
~ite available on (;ovC'rnment lantl. A ~it.e has llccn 
now purdm~ed. and there willlJc no fnrther delay in vro­
prtring the necessary plans anrl calling for tenders. It is 
cxpeeted that tenders for :Sydney-strcet Bndge e~m be 
eallcd in about a month. 

DEEPENING THE N .'IJmOWS. 
Mr. XORTOX, in moving-
'l'hnt the llon·m will, ou Friday, the 7th XoYemhcr, 

rc:o;otlvc it:4elt into a Committee of the VYhole to eons1dCJ' 
of an Atldrcsg to His Exeellenr·y the Governor, praying· 
tlwtthere InH\T be innlmlctl in the next Loan g~timatcs 
a. sum or six t"hou..,~wd pounds i£G,Od0), for the Jmrvo~e 
or dcepenin_g- the rhanucl knmvn as ;; rrhe .X arrow~," 
lJetwuen Port Cnrtis and Keppcl Bay-
.~aiJ: l\1 r. Sprn,ker,~-I 11 l1ringing forward.. thi.s 
111oti0n J sh,tll not ooenpy the attention of the 
1 louse fur uwre than a few minute,, T will point 
out thn.t t.hH idea prupo~eJ now i~ no new one. 
~o long ag-u Ht-; 1 XH.f a petition \Vas Rent in frmn the 
people resiuunt in the town anclneighbourhootl of 
l~ockh:.Llnpton, asking an1ong other thingt: tha.t thi~ 
clut,nnel, known a9 "The 1\ arrows," connecting 
Keppel Bay >tnd Pmt Cnrtis, should be deepened. 
That \Y[IS one of the reqm',,ts made in that 
petition, and the tmtttcr has l1een brought 
forward on more than one occasion since. I will 
point ont also, to anyone who cares to take the 
trouble of looking the matter up, that the drifting 
of the channel now i~ exactly the Nftlne af' it \\'aR 
when it was first disco\'ered in 1802 or 180:~. lt 
is not formed, as many people suppose, by the 
nleeting of t"\To tidal \Vave,"} going in opposite 
directions. The tide from the Keppel Bay 
side rnns through the channel into Port 
Curtis with :c great deal of force before the 
other comes up to anything like the place where 
the bar of sand and cby exists acros., the 
channel. The inference to be drawn from that 
is that there is a bar of some hard material 
that obstructs the passage of the water ; and in 
consequence of that a large deposit of mud and 
sand ha,, been bronght up from the Keppol 
Bay side, and is prevented by the bar from 
washing through, Ro that, in the event of the bar 
being renwved, the force of the tide, which run~ 
through the passage like a n1ill-race," would t-;weep 
it quite clear. I went through the channel on 
one occa.siou when going- to Keppel Bay in a 

1 

boa.t in order to catch a northern :·~temner, nncl 
we had to tie the llnn.t to a 1nangrove-tree 
hecause it w:t, impossible to force it against the 
tide. As soon as the tide comes up from the 
Pmt Cnrtis Ride it washes the other wa \'. lf the 
chaanel "''"once cnt, the ftH'CP of the tide \lash­
ing from Keppel Bay to Port Curtis, aml from 
1'ort Cnrtio tn Keppel Ba~', wonltl Le snfllcient 
to ensnre its being left in the condition in 
which it would be left after the <lredg'e being 
rcmoverl. The chmutel ha.N been u:;ed l)y 
hoatR en~agecl in the ordin~try C< 1asting trade, 
<1S they have run through there on the \V:.1J' to 
Rookhampton when they have been able to get 
there and cat<:h the sprin~, tich. Btlt mH.ler th ~ 

circumstances in which this is done they have 
not <.rained Z\nything hy going through in that 
way.

0 

Although they save a considerable dis­
tn.r~ce a.nd <lo not have to go out~ide into the 
open se:t, when they ha ,-e gone through 
aml got into the Fitzroy River, the tide has 
fall et; befure they h:we reached the Upper Flats, 
and they have had to wait until they got 
mwther tide below the Vlats. For that reason 

1 
the use of the chmmel l1y those bmtts has been 

· abandoned ; bnt although coasting steamers clo 
not make use of it, a number of smaller boats 
make use of it, particularly boats trading from 
Hundaberg, lVIarybnrough, and other port~. 
Ther run throngh the !""'age into Port Curtis 
in preference to going out into the open 

, sea. Of course the shallow water there is a 
, great <letriment to trade of that kind, and 

in nu:tny cases boats g-o outside when, if 
they hac! the opportunity of going through, 
they wou!tl take advantage of it, and save a great 
deal of time and the extra distance of going 
round by the open sea. Substantially, my 
reason for urging the n1atter now is that within 
the last two years there have been established in 
the Port Curtia district, and not far from Glad­
stone, no lese; than four sawmills ; and almost all, 
if not quite all, of the trade of those mills is 
conveyed to the northern ports of the colony. 
The vessels engaged in this timber trade can 
get through the Narrows with high tides; _but 
when they cannot get through they are obhged 
tn go back to the entrance to Port Curtis and go 
round by the open sea, and those going to ltock­
ha.rupton thus incur a con:-;iderable loss of time. 
~ailing vesf'ieh;, in the strong wind blowing fronl 
the '"mth-east, ha,·e wme difficulty in beating 
out ; thongh the smaller vessels, I think, 
manage it pretty well. J remember, myself, 
when the ol< l cattle trade was going on between 
Gla,d~tonc a.nLl ~ ew Zealand, vessels were sonle­
times delayed for :1 fortnight, because they could 
notg,etoutin the face of the wiml blowing straight 
into the mouth of the harbour. I do not think 
that b the case with some of the smaller vessels ; 
but still the het remains that when they cannot 
get throug-h the X arrows they h!"ve to ei1ommter 
1nuch greah~r difficulty hy bav1ng to go away 
down ·to (~laclstoue Heacls and l'<Jllll<l by the 
ortlinm·_y cha.nnf'lw.-ed by ocean-going stemnertt. 
I do not know wha.t the st1ttistics of the ttmount 
of the trade are, but I know that it is becoming 
a really large and extensive trade ; and the four 
miJJ,s I lmve >tlready mentioned are now engaged 
as busily a' they can be. In addition to 
those there is one other mill at Baffle Creek, 
the vessels trading from which would also use 
the channel if it were cleared, and they oould 
get through at all times. I think the saving in 
act<ml distance, by going through the Narrows, 
is something like fifty miles. ::>o that, in point. 
of distance ami time and in the considera­
tion of the a,J vrmtage of not being obliged 
to go ont into the open sea, the deepening 
of the channel wonld be a very great con­
sideration to those engaged in that trade. I 
may se~y that oome time ago I brought thb 
nutter before my hon. friend, JYir. Archer, 
who was then Colonial Treasurer, and it was 
decided that the House should be asked to vote 
an amonnt for that particular purpose had the late 
Gnvennnent rernaincd in vower. The late Gov­
ernment placed on their Surplus Estimates an 
amount., T think, of £GO,OOO for dredging, and 
£10,000 of th<Lt amonnt wa''' to he voted to the 
special pnrpo~e of clearing the )..r arrows, and it 
wa,, blcanse tha,t an1onnt was therein named that 
I nwntinnod tha,t Rum in the rnotion I have to pro­
pose to-<hy. I may say thttt, on looking over the 
report lately received from 2\Ir. Kisbet, I think 
it woul Le advisable to ao;k a lesser sum, 
because to det.'t>en thr channel by a gTcater 
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depth than four feet below low water would entail 
very much grettter expense. I think I am 
justified in ttsking the Colonbl Treasu .. er to 
have the channel cut 100 feet wide by 4 feet deep 
below low wttter. The snm :!VIr. Nisbet has 
mentioned for the work is £5,625, ttncl, as I think 
£6,000 would be a more reasonable sum to 
mention, I will, with the permission of the 
House, reduce the sum of £10,000, originally 
inserted in my motion, to £6,000. I do 
not wish to detain the House, as there is 
other important business on the paper, and I 
will therefore say nothing further on the subject. 
I mentioned the matter to the Colonial Trea­
surer some time ttgo, and I know that he will 
give it his favourable consideration, and that if 
he can see his way to carry out the object I have 
in view I can depend on his assi"tance. I may 
add that I think every encouragement should be 
given to the tmde I luwe referred to, 11nd that in "' 
case of this kind where the sum asked for is not 
a hrge amount the Government would be justi­
fied in offering every facility they coni<! gh·e to 
the shipping tmde of the district. I therefore 
hope the Colonial Treasurer will accede to my 
request. I beg to move the motion as amended 
standing in n1y na.1ne. 

The COLONIAL TEEASURER (Hon. J. TI. 
Dickson) said: :!VIr. Speaker,~ I quite recognise 
the moderate mmmer in which the hon. member 
for Port Curtis has introduced his motion to the 
attention of the House, and I am free to confess 
that to a certain extent the work may be one of 
very considerable utility. I have given the 
matter careful consideration, and whilst, as I ha,·e 
already stated, I recognise the fact that the 
work is deserving of some attention, I am of 
opinion that there are clo,ims of much greater 
importance which ought to be primarily con­
sidered. The deepening of the ]\; lL!TO\I'S would 
not of itself improve the geneml character of our 
coastal navigation ; it would not be much used 
by ocean-going steamers. It would be used 
by steamers which have occasion to call in at 
G!adstone, and which have a very light draught; 
but not by steamers not calling at Gladstona, 
such as the weekly boats, inasmuch as they could 
only use it when they happened to catch the full 
tide ; and it would not be na vi«able 11t all by 
night as it is quite impossible to light the chmmel. 
Those vessels would have to ce,tch the flood tide, 
and if they missed that it would be much shorter 
for them to go round by Cape C>tpricorn and take 
the outside passage, than to wait for the ti<le 
and take the Narrows. Therefore we must 
regard this matter in its true light, and that 
is-that the ch11nnel, if deepened as proposed, 
would only be used by small coasting vessels of 
very light draught running between Gladstone 
and Keppel B:ty. It would certainly be of no 
wse for larger vessels; they would have to take 
the outside passage. Hon. members will see if 
they take the trouble to look at the map that the 
distance from Bustard Head to Cape Capricorn 
being a straight line is much shorter than 
describing the segment of a circle which would 
be occasioned by going into Gladstone and travers­
ing the Narrows. It is true that the navigation 
of the Narrows would save thirty mile, to vessels 
going from Gladstone, but for steamers from 
the south of that port 11nd passing Bnstard 
Head the straight course is from Dustarcl H et1d 
to Cape Capricorn, and thence to Keppel Bay, 
certainly not through the Narrows. A, I 
have already stated. that channel could only 
be navigable for vessels drawing fourteen feet 
of w11ter, a depth only obtainable about three­
quarter flood-tide. The lwn. gentlenmn shake' 
his head. I ha,ve obtained my inform11tion from 
the Engineer for fTarbours and Hivers, and I 
h:we also been in consultation with captains com­
manding the coasting steamers, and I take it that 

that information is such as nuy he 11ccepted by the 
House us thoroughly reliable. The hon. gentle­
n1an, in introducing his nwtion, ~aid that if the 
channel \vere once cut the rush of water would 
scour it, 11nd keep it clear for the future. That 
is not borne out by 11ny testimony I can find, 
either in Mr. Nisbet's report or by the testimony 
of sailing captains. On the contrary it ttppears 
that it is exceedingly probable that, if ttny 
dredging were done at the present time and 
the channel deepened, there would soon be a con­
siderable deposit which would cause the channel to 
be obstructed. However, bethat as it may, I only 
g<' on the bets submitted to me by the Engineer 
ft~r I-Iarbonrs aud IUver.-3, and on inforrnation 
obt11ined from c11ptains in the habit of navigating 
the coast, and it all amounts to this~first, 
th11t, whether the channel is deepened or not, 
it could not be used at night ; and, secondly, 
th11t it could only be used by coasting 
ve' .. els if they happened to crttch the high water 
tide on leaving Gbdstone. But even if the 
channel were deepened to such an extent as is 
suggested, vessels not calling 11t Gladstone~large 
ocean~going stemners-would never dremn of 
navigating the ]\; 11rrows in preference to teJdng 
the outside passage by C::tpe Capricorn. If the 
channel is to be improved 11t all, it would require 
to be done properly, and I think the hem. gentle­
man has under-estimated the mununt it would 
cost if it were dredged even to the depth ttssigned 
by Mr. Xisbet in his preliminary report ; in 
which he states tluct the ex],ense of deepening the 
Narrows to 4 feet below low water, to a width 
of lOO feet, would be £5,625. This is the basis 
on which the hon. member for Port Curtis has 
made his estimate. But I have since received '' 
supplementary report from lVIr. Nisbet, which I 
will hty upon the t11ble of the House after this 
motion has been disposed of. In this second 
re]Jort Mr. Kisbet says:~ 

"In my report of the 2nd of September (printed), tlw 
estimated cost of deepening the ".:.J arrows io 4 feet below 
low 'vater iR stated to be £5,625. 'rhis is taken at 9d. 
per en hie yard; it "\Vould be better, however, to cover 
contingeiH~ies to assume 1::-. per cubic yarll as the cost, 
which \vould mnount to £7,500." 

Now I take it that £8,000 would be fully 
absorbed if we entered upon this work. If the con­
ditions of the colony were different from what they 
are~ if there were not so many claims made upon 
us for our dredge plant, and we had phnt we 
could spare for the Jmrpose~ I do not think the 
expenditure of £10,000 would be unwis0; but at 
the present time we ClLlmot perform everything 
that is required of us in the way of dredging. \V e 
haYe not the pbnt to proceed with this work, 
11nd there is no probability of any being amibble 
within the next five or six years. There are 
claims of an equally import<cnt ch11racter in con­
nection with ilioreton B11y. Fur instance, if 
the Government undertook to rn·ocL•ed with 
the work mentioned in the motion, the 
hrm. member for Logan might say th11t we 
ought to open up the Bo:1t Uhannel, bO as to 
make a shorter vassage vid South port to Sydney. 
Hon. gentlemen may smile a.t this, but the 
one is rJuite ns ft-)asible and qnite as nece::;sary in 
the interests of n11vigation <1R the other. Yet 
I should meet a motion of th11t sort with 
"'' little favour as the ]n·esent one. We are 
obliged to ilnprnve our ports to a very great 
extent within the next four or five years; and I 
think, from what I have st11tod, hon. memlwrs 
will agree with me that there are other works 
of more importance to be dealt with, and 
that this one can \vell afford to stt:tncl over, 
inasmuch 11s it would not in 'my way expedite 
navigation by large sternners frorn the 8outh 
through these 1\arrows. ]£ven, as I have said, if 
dreclgecl, only vessels which caught full tide 
or thre.c-quarter flood would be ;:cble to proceed 
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through the Narrows; and if they had to wait at 
Glad,tone for the return of the tide they woTJld 
lose seven or eight hours. The (iovernnrent have 
certainly desired to give the requirernents and 
necessities of Glad,tonc everv attention in their 
power. The Loan Estimate is not yet completed, 
and I am not in a position to say, when finally 
closing our estimate for dredging hnrbours and 
river . ..;-if the ]~ngineer for Harbours and l=tivers 
can hold out any hope that, after proceeding 
·with smne of the rnore ilnportant works, 
the work at the Narrows may he proceeded 
with-that the Government will not sanction 
it. If that is so I will s~e that a reasnn· 
able provision is made for that purpose, but 
if the hon. n1en1 ber i nsi:sts upon pre~::;ing his 
motion to a division I shall be constrained to 
oppose it; because I maintain it is mu· duty to 
provide first for the more important works of the 
colony. If hon. gentlemen will look at the report 
of the Engineer for Harbours and Rivers, and 
those who represent constitueucies on the sea­
coast will just reflect on the requirements of their 
constituencies from time to time when they iutru­
duce so many deputations to me day after day, 
they will see that there are urgent works re<1uired 
in connection with our ports and l'iYers, which 
demand the whole available force of our Har­
homs and Hivers Dep<1rtmcnt, and will con­
tinue to do so for the next four or fi ,.c years. 
I repeat tlutt works of secondary impoi·tance 
n1ust necesRarily stand over until the nwre urgent 
works are de<1lt with. I sh<11l he glad if the hon. 
member will rest "''tisfied with my assumnce; 
and I will get Mr. :"<is het to give me fuller infor­
mation as to the feasibility of proceeding in due 
time with opening up the Narrows. If the hon. 
member will rest contented with that assurance, 
I will give the matter further consideration ; but 
if he insists upon this particular work being 
entered upon immediately, I must, in the interests 
of the colony, oppose the motion. 

Mr. ARCHER said: The hon. Colonial Trea­
surer has cumplimented the hon. member for 
Port Curtis on the moderate way iu which he 
introduced the motion, and he was justified in 
doing so; but I ettnnot compliment the hon. 
gentleman at the heali of the Treasury on the 
tenor of his reply. The hon. gentleman has mb.ed 
up facts, which I know to be facts, with an 
amount of rubbish that I am astonished to hear 
hiln give utterance to. Bor exainple, when he 
spoke of the hon. member for Logan asking that a 
dredge 1night be sent dowu to the Boat Pa:-::-.;age, 
I am certain the hou. gentleman stated what 
the hon. member for Logan would never dream 
of. That hon. member knows that there are 
nothing hut shifting sandbanks in the South­
port Boat Paseage. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: The work 
is not considered at all impracticable. 

Mr. ARCHER: I would advise the hon. gentle­
m<~n to try the experiment, and if ever he made 
a failure in his life it will be in that undertaking. 
Why, he would not get a dredge to lie in the pas­
sage! Probably he obtained his information from 
a reliable source, but if he asks the :Engineer 
for Harbours and Hivers whether he woniLl bo 
prepared to recommend the dredging of the 
Southport Boat Passage, the answer will pro­
bably be that th<tt is the last place in the world 
he would care to de<tl with. I think the Colonial 
Treasnrer, on f3econd C(Jll8ideration, 'vi1l be 
of the same opinion. I will never consent to 
1noney being thro\vu away in a useleRs atte1npt 
of that kind, which wonld also involve the 
expenditure nf several millions in building out 
stone piers into d(;ep vva,ter. However, the hon. 
gentlen1an has said smne thin~s 'vhich are qnite 
correct. To vessels taking the outside paBS:tge, 
the opening of the Narrows will really he of no 

advantage, for, if the Narrows are deepened RO 

af-i to effect a pas~:tge inrdde, vesselR will very 
8eldorn go out:;ide Cape Cap1·ieorn. \ 1 esBels 
cmning- into Kcppel Bay \voulcl not use the 
pa:-:..:·mge, hnt the coaNting stcnrners would u;;;e the 
eh:.tnnel both in theit voyage to and frorn Rock­
hamptnn. The correct distance is really less 
by Cape Capricorn, but ve.s~el:-; co1ning frmn 
Bnndaberg an'l J\laryl1orough mmld haYc 't 
1nnch shorter passage .. All thoRe stean1erH would 
use that chmmel and would call in at G lad,;tone. 
There io':l another thing l1nay correct the hon. 
gentle1nan in frorn personal kno\vledge ; but 1 
hope he do~s not fctncy that I am now claiming 
for myself more kncl\dedge than he himself pos­
~es8e~. I have been a sailor, and when I once go 
to a place I can take a vessel there again. I have 
sailed through the ]'\arrows in my own boat and 
in steamers, and l know them intimately. I know 
Gladstone harbour efjually intimately, and if 
the hon. gentleman had paid me a visit a 
few years ago I could have taken him all 
o\·er the harbour without touching in any part. 
He i:-; ntterly 1nil:ltaken in sa.ving that eoasting 
vessels would not go through the Narrows if it 
wa" deepened to a depth of four feet below low 
watP,r, unless at spri11g tides or high water. 
I admit that no vessel cnn!tl pass through the 
Narrows, even if they were deepened to four 
feet at low-water mark, until half-tide, spring 
ti<le, or three-quarter ordinary tide ; but vessels 
would time their arrival there to cateh the tides, 
and they would go throuf<h to Hockhampton, 
instead of being obliged to go right away outside. 
The hem. gentleman s•tys the distance is thirty 
miles. I am quite certain it is a great deal 
more than that. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: That is 
the saving. 

Mr. ARCHER : That might be only thirty 
miles, but probably it is a good deal more. 
However, though I ha Ye only been through it 
three or four times lately-not so frequently as 
I used to do-I have noticed there on every 
occasion vessels going either north or south, 
beating their way through the channel, preferring 
actually to wait for the tide rather than go outside. 
Those were vessels from :'Yiaryhorough, Glad­
stone, and nth er places ; and I believe thoroughly 
that if the Narrows were deepened such a consi­
derable trade would spring up as would astonish 
the hon. gentleman at the head of the Treasury, 
because now vehsels reallv wait for the tide. I 
would just remark here that the tide at Keppel 
Bay and Gladstone is so great-it rises and falls 
to such an extent-that while one spot is dry for 
half-a-mile at low water, when the tide is up there 
is eight feet or nine feet ; the rise and fall is in fact 
double wlmt it is in Brisbane. If, therefore, the 
Narrows were deepened four feet at low water, 
there would be plenty of water for those vessels 
carrying timber from the South, and, in fact, the 
trade through there would be multiplied ten­
fold. I would not attempt to ask the hon. 
gentleman to do this work immediately, or 
even in a short time, because I know pretty well 
the amount of work that the dredge plant has 
to do, and I should not expect it to he taken 
away from flny of the places where it is at 
work. But if the Government will recognise the 
necessity of the work, and put a sum on the 
Loan Estimates, it will show that at all events 
they are alive to its necessity, nnd the use of 
the plant could lH: obtained to do the work when 
greater exigencies do not require it to he 
used in some other places. I am perfectly 
aware that the Department of Harbours and 
Rivers is doing what it can to overcorrte the 
great amount of work to be performed 
on th~ large extent of coast which Queensland 
has ; and therefore, as I say, I do not look for 
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thiR work to be done at once; ~nd I would not 
fdr one nwnieut pre:-;~ the (__;nlonia1 Treasurer to 
enter upon it with thn prmwnt cln;:d.:--e p~nnt ~tnd 
the work iL haN t•> ,t,, All that 1 y,·o.,]d like 
now, and all th .t the hon. 111'-llllmr for Pol't 
Curtis m;ks, iH that the necessit~r for the work 
14honld he recngni:s~~d by a, ~u1n of money being 
placed on the Estimate:-.. T'he lwn. Illetnber 1 [oe~ 
nnt want the dredge plant ta:J..::en """'"Tnr front 
what it is now doing; he does not wn.nt it 
taken away frmn Hri:-5t)ane a11d sent. np then•. 
He has not that WO!Hlerful cool cheek that 
n great rnany peopl\' h:_::tYe that T know. l-le it-: 
not like the people of Bnndahcrg-, whn :tskecl th.tt 
the dredge plant :;;honl(l do their \Vtrrk at nnee ; 
or anything of tha.t kind. He simply '"ks that 
a sun1 l,e pnt on the Lnan E~tiruat{~s, tiO that 
when the tilne cornu~ tlutt ~orne of the (lredge 
plant can be sp:wed it may be pnt to do the 
\Vork, which I believe is not only very nece~:::;ary, 
but will be worth the money expended on it. It 
would lead to an immense increase in the trade. 
Of course, in the fir,,t pl»ce it would be a 
great ad vanta~e to Glachtone, became all the 
steamers from Bundnberg anrl :\Iaryh<mmgh 
would invariaiJly go there, and thu' snpply their 
wants; and it W(Jtlld likt~\\'ii-1~-, fa.cilitate in11Uen.<..;elv 
the larg"e titnber trade Tlo\V ca1Tied on with 
R.ockharnpton and the Xorth. I think, con· 
sidering all thing,, it woulJ perhap>< be as wdl 
if the hon. metllber for Port Cnrtis accepted the 
promise of the Colonial Trea,;m·er-tlmt he will 
consider the matter, :tnd put a ·nm on the Loan 
Estirnates if ht: conMider·· it tlesir::dJle. 

:\lr. 1\0H'l'OX said: Of c;ont'"'"' I :un nw:ue 
of what the dredges h:tYe to do, all!! I ha\·e 
no idea of :tsking that th<·y shall i>o t<ikcn :tway 
f.rmn the lJla.cPs nt whid1 they nn~ no\v at work. 
I quite admit that there are "mJe places which 
do rerJuire wm·k to be done iJnwc~diately. ln pro­
po~ing" the yute I did nnt a"k for too 1111.ch. I 
named a snm which I hoped the GoYernment 
would think reasonallle, so that it might be put 
on the :Estimates. I might hanJ asked fnr a 
larger arnnunt; but that n1ight have had the 
etfect of preventing the work being carried ont. 
Under thf!~e circnn1Rta.nc~:>s, I mn qnitc prepared 
to accept the assurance given by the Colonial 
TrE>a.snrer, atul wonld ask for a reason::1ble sutn 
snch as that nanH::-{1 by the EnginPer in hi·_,, report. 
I cunfess to being a little snrpri,,ed that, a,fter 
that report h lH been on theta hle of the H on se t \\'O 

rnonthR, or nearly twn n1<m t hs, <nwthPr report 
•honld have been lnonght U]J, whicl1 shmysthat the 
fir..,t l'B}JOI't··~n.t~ entirely wrong. The \Vny in which 
the Colonia1 rrr,:a.:-;urer referred to the supplen1en~ 
tary report is not proof to m:> mind that the 
first report is not correct, becrtu~e a.ll it ::;ays is 
that it is posgible the .stun narneLl is not enongh, 
ancl, therefort·, a larger anwunt i:-~ narnecl 
to provide for conti11gencies. vVith reg-ard 
to the J~nginem's e.,tinwto of ls. JlCr cubic 
yard, I think that had lH;ttcr have been left 
out. I may say that the Co!on'al Treasurer was 
quite lnista,J..::en in what he ~-t.id n~ to the Xa!TO\V~ 
not hein~· n1uch used. It is wsed by bnat~ gl)ing to 
Gln.d1-1tone ~ and aU vrs~els con1i1Jg; from Dunda­
berg woul<l go there if they could catch the tide. 
All the craft that go frum :\brylmrough mHl 
Bunchtberg, north to Hockharnpton, would 
gn through the channel in preft:•rence to 
going ontoicle. if they cmdd crtteh the tide. 
They make a point of catching the tide at any 
place where it suits them to catch it, and there 
is not the slightest re:cson why they conld not 
do that there as well as anywhere else. It would 
effect a great saving to th~elni-<elve::::-a ,.,a,ying- of 
tilne a,nd ahH) a ~nvin~; of fuel. All the ti111 ber 
boats COllllPCtPd \\'ith ':\fary1Joron~·h and nunda­
berg would run in, tm<l ,donhtles;; the whole 
of the bo:cts that go to !{ucklmmpton also. 
I know numbers of boats that go then<· now. I 

know tlmt boats tk go there. The smaller 
Htean1ers tr:v_ling- to BuncL:tberg, and tirnber 
Ye._.,,pl,~ of th.tt kind, prefel· :_o go through the 
X:uTows in its Jll'83tmt Hta,tt', and wait, ns tlie 
hnu. nwn1her for Dlack,t.ll said, for the rise of 
the tide in preference to going l'otnH.l out'-"ide. 
It i_,-, a ~')aving of fnel to do S{l. I an1 not going 
to pre...,s thi~ n1atter to a division, ns. of cour:-;e, 
:\Ir. Speaker, I know it wonl<l be pel'fectly HNC­

le" to no HO. I believe the Culonial Treasurer 
will re._dl)~ gi ,-c the u1n.tter hi.s ;-; .. ?riou~ con~iclera­
tion. 

The COLOKIAL TREASFRER: HetLr, 
hear! 

1\Ir. :\'OH TON: vVhat I want is a recognition 
of the claim of the pl:cce to have money expended 
in that way. I know perfectly well it cannot 
be done at once, bnt loan Yotes are not asked for 
e\·ery d:w. If a hmn vote is in trod need without 
a sn;n o(this kind being placed on it, it simply 
n1An.ns it t->tanding o\·er two or three years before 
there is a chnnce of getting it put on. That is 
really mv present reason for introducing the 
matter now, and I shall be quite satisfied to take 
the hon. gentleman·, assurance that, when the 
(-iovernrnent are re::'Llly conRidering the matters 
that lmve to be placed in this loan vote, he will 
give llis b("-:lt con~icleratinn to this n1atter-I 
mn snre the hem. gentleman will do so-and 
put down :t sufficient Hum for expenditure to 
satisfy the requirements of the place for a. large 
number of years. I leave the matter m the 
Colonial Treasnrer's lmnds with every confidence 
that he will vivP it evAr:_v consideration. I hPg 
lee~ m to with<lmw the motion, 

.:\lotion~ l1y leav(', withdrawn aecordingly. 

DIVISIOX.\.L BOARDS AGlUCULTllRAL 
D!tAil'\"U;E BILl~· SECOXD rm.\DIXG. 

:\fr. STEVJ;Xs said : :\Ir. Speaker,---The 
suhject·matter of this Bill was tirst brought 
l1efore 1ne during a ride through Pin1pama 
Ioland, a part of my electorate. The gentle­
man who acted :.s guide to me on that 
occasion pointP\l ont tha.t sever:iLl thousa.nds 
of acres of first-class agricultural land were 
utterly useless through the quantity of surface 
wntcr ~ and on talking the matter over he asked 
me if ,[ woulcl introduce into Parliament a Bill 
to de:tl with that subject. I wanted to know 
from him how it w:ts that the farmers conld not 
combine and do it themselves. _\.certain number 
of them were interested in the matter, and I 
thongh t it would be a very simple thing for 
thmn to rneet a.lHi agree to son1e schen1e, and 
bear the expense conjointly, aud baYe the matter 
done at once, im;tead of v,:aiting for snrne n1onths 
to pa's a Bill through Parliament. But it was 
explained that s8\·er·al meetings h.ad been held 
by the local farmers, :tnd all w1th the same 
result-that they could not agree to a .scheme. 
Some objected to the amount of money 1t woulcl 
cost, and which they would have tn pay to carry 
out the scheme. Others wisherl the system of 
dra.inage to be cornrnence<l at one certa.in por­
tion of the island before any other part ; lLllll 

other' complained that they could not raise the 
money at ttll. Othm·s again objected to a system 
of drairwg-e being carried out btcause they had 
land whieh d.i<l not rertuire drainage, ~Lnd they 
considered that tht~ Yalue of it would be very 
much reduced by drains passing through it. J n 
consideration of this I >tgreed to introduce a Bill 
into Parlimncnt; and I think the proviRions of 
the Bill \Yill meet pretty well the require­
ments of the r:tse. I may st:cte that, in addi­
tion to there lH~ing a large c1uantity of 
pri 't ate land on the i:::;lmH1, ther{::.. are S! llTlP thou~ 
sands of acres which bclr":g to the Crown, and 
which, if reclaimed, would be eagerly sought 
after for selection, The Bill <iues nut dr,a] with 
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any system except of surface 
draina.n·e I dnt_inage Bills in 
some r:f the in GreB"t Britain 
which de,tl of draina,ge-
not I thought 
it best to simple 
drainage fir"<t, if it was considered 
necessary afterwards, rtmenrlments could 
be introduced which r1eal with the higher 
class of drainage. The Bill which I intro-
duced wme weckH dicl not meet with the 
general apprrwal of Hmhe, chiefly becanoe 
there was no proper laid do\\ n in it for 
dealing with the system of appeal after rating. 
It was pointed out that if an >tppeal against the 
rating was sustained it would upset the whole 
scheme, and there was nothing in that Bill 
which remedied thrtt difficulty. Clause 14 of 
this Bill, I think, gets oYer th>tt difficulty 
completely, and wiil meet all the require­
ments of the case. The scheme of the Bill 
is thrtt " majority of mtep>tyers may petition 
the board to entert>tin a scheme of drainage, 
and the board are compelled to entertrtin 
it. Under the Divisional Boards Act, it 
rests entirely with the board themselves 
whether they can entertrtin a scheme of this sort. 
Under the preBent Bill ft majority of mtepayers 
can compel a boarcl to take >tction. Upon a 
board being petitioned to draw up a scheme of 
drainage, the board >tppoints " person to dmw 
tlp the scheme, and prepare the proper plans >tnd 
specifications, rtnd if they rtpprove of the same 
they appoint " valuator, who visits each property 
rmd assesses the >tmount of improvement which 
the scheme, if completed, will effect on the 
various l'>ttltble properties. In clause 7~· 

u H any person thinks himself aggrieved on the ground 
ot Incorrectness in the V<lJWtL,,on of hi:. own or any other 
proporty'"-
he has the Rftme right of >tppeal therefrom >ts in 
the case of vahmtions of mtable property under 
the Divisional Bortrds Acts; and he also h>ts the 
right of appealing >tgainst the valuation of 
another person's property. Clause 10 dertls 
with the amount of compensrttion, if >tny, 
to be p>tid by one division to another ; th>tt 
is, if the :\Iinister approves of the scheme, 
and it is found necessary to continue the system 
of dmin>tge to another division, that division 
may be crt!led upon to provide f>tcilities for 
carrying out the scheme, and sh>tll, if necess>try, 
be entitled to cnmpensrttion. The money borrowed 
from the Government is to be " special lortn, 
repayable in thirty years, under the pro­
visions of the Loc>tl \Vorks Loans Act of 
1880. In th>tt Act it is specified that 
drrtinrtge works should be constructed of cer­
tain materi>tls ; but this Bill will en>tble the hoard 
to c>trry out a system of dminage without being 
bound down to any particula1· nuterial. Cl>tuse 
14 de>tls with the spechl rate to be charged on 
all properties benefiterl. After the variou" pro­
perties have been >tssessed, if any appeals >tre 
m>tde ag>tinst the mting, the cases will he de­
cided, and a rate then struck over all sufficient 
to pay the annurtl instalments of principrtl >tnd 
interest. The chief points in favour of the Bill, 
I think, are thrtt the per.sons who propose to 
benefit by the loan will reprty it, princip>tl and 
interest; so th>tt it will not cost the country 
one single penny ; rtncl that a large >tmount of 
valuable Crown land will be incres"sed 
in value, >tnd be e>tgeriy sought [)y selectors. 
I do not intend to bpeak at length, because I 
think ne;tr]y every hon. member in the House 
now was present when the Bill was introduced 
before; and the intention of the Bill met with 
general rtpproval. I think that the Bill now 
before the House will meet >tll the objections 
raised >tgainst the former one, >tnd I trnst it will 
commend itself to hon, members, 

The MIXISTER FOR WORKS said: I 
have no doubt the object of the hon. member 
for Logan, in introducing this Bill, is a very good 
oC~e ; hut I should be prep>tred to go " little 
further. Snrftccc dntinap;e is >tll very well, but 
unless the a.gricnltuntl land is drmned I >tm 
>tfraid it will not be of very much use. I should 
like to have someassurancefrom the hon. member 
thaL the f>trmers are in a position to contribute to 
the cost of the work. ::\Iy experience is that they 
rtlways complain of being too poor to be able 
to pa'' increased mtes for the purpose of mrtking 
ro>trh If they cannot do thrtt, I do not see 
very well how they can afford to contribute 
under this dminage Bill. If the hon. member is 
S>ttisfied that the farmers wiil be in a position 
to eventually pay off the loan, I do not think 
there c>tn be any opposition to the Bill. 

Mr. AHCH:ER said: I see this Bill is. to a 
great extent, the same as the former one brought in 
by the same hon. gentleman, :1nd withdrawn on 
technical grounds. I think the hon. gentleman 
has succeeded to sorrie extent in removing the 
objections taken to the first Bill, but it is evident 
he has not yet made that plrtin to thehon. Minister 
for W orb. I c>tnnot see the force of that hon. 
member's renmrks. The lrtncl to be improved by 
the rlrain>tge will be rated for the purpose, and the 
divisional boards will only have the mrtnagement 
of the work. In my opinion that is >tn excellent 
idea. Nothing will ever be introduced into 
this House giving power to loc>tl bodies which 
I shall not support. I mn perfectly satisfied 
that all GoYernment departments would be 
better >tdministered if they were :tdruinistered, 
not for the benefit of the St:tte, but in the 
interests of those administering them. The hon. 
the Premier smiles at that, hut I think he 
believes as I do. I >tm very >tnxions th9,t, when 
people show a disposition to help themselves, 
every facility should be given them to do so. If 
people come here >tnd do not >tsk anything more 
thm1 th>tt, the St>tte should help them-not with 
money, but with an advance of money which 
they are prep>tred to repay with interest ; I 
see nothing objectionable in it, but mther feel 
pleased that the public spirit is getting so high. 
I should exceedingly like to hertr the opinion of 
the leglt! members of the House a.s to whether 
there are any legal difficulties in the way of 
C>trrying out this BilL 

Mr. BEA'l'TIE said : I did not wish to offer 
any objection to this Bill, but at the s>tme time 
I do not think it is necessary ; bemuse, under 
the present Divisional B<mrds Act, power is given 
to the divisional boards, in cases where Sl•ecial 
districts in the divisions would be benefited by 
dminage or other works, to enter into such 
works. It is also in the power of the bo>trd of "' 
division to make special rates for carrymg 
out the work, >tnd also to levy rates upon 
those who wonld he benefited by it. I 
take it, from the introductory remarks of the 
hon. member for Log>tn, thrtt the Bill is intro­
duced to apply to some portion of the Logan 
electorate--wme lltnd tlmt requires a serious 
>tmount of expenditure on drainage. But the 
hon. gentleman did not g·ive us any information, 
beyond the fact that 500 or 600 acres of good 
agricultumlland would be reclaimed if the rate­
payers in th>tt portion of the electomte or division 
were empcnvered to trtke united action. The Bill 
professes to apply to the whole colony; but I can 
see some portions which will not >tpply to every 
p>trt of the colony. It is just possible that 
there may be a loc>tlity where there is a 
large amount of swampy country; and the 
owners of l>tnd and the ratepayers in the 
division mav think it desirable to introduce some 
scheme nf drrtinage there ; rtnd they m>ty be abln 
to borrow money from the Government for t,hat 
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purpose under the Bill ; but the hon. gentleman 
has not explained under what clause thev will be 
able to deliver their drainage into another divi­
sion contiguous to their own. 

Mr. CHUBB : Section !J. 
Mr. BEATTIE: That is a matter which will 

require very serious consideration, because com­
pensation will have to be paid by a board 
taking a drain through land which is injuriously 
affected thereby, and it will increase the rates 
very much indeed. Unless the drainage in a 
divi,,ion be for the benefit of all the land through 
which the draim are carried, the amount required 
for compensation will be considerable. Accord­
ing to the Divisional Boards Act, and according 
to the Bill before the House, no one can be rated 
unless his name appears on the petition to the 
board to make application to the Government 
for a loan to carry out the work. But it is just 
possible that a difference may arise between the 
members of the board and the ratepayers. It may 
be acknowledged that even high lands are some­
times indirectly benefited by the drainage of low 
lands; but, in populous districts, the people living 
on high lands will not think they are benefited in 
proportion to the amount of rates they will have 
to contribute, so much as those residing on the 
low land requiring drainage. I think it is going 
to be a complicated matter. My own opinion is 
that under the present Divisional Boards Act­
of course I am open to correction, if wrong­
under that Act and the amended Divisional 
Boards Act, all the necessary power is given 
to a division, on a petition of the rate­
payers, to carry out works of a similar 
character to those mentioned by the hon. mem­
ber for Logan. I shall be prepared, when we 
get into committee on the Bill, to point out 
parts that do not apply so well to some portions 
of the colony as to the particular portion situated 
in the electorate of the hon. member who intro­
duced the Bill. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said : The 
matter to which the hon. member for Fortitude 
V alley called attention deserves serious con­
sideration, but from a Treasury point of view, 
I have an apprehension that in the present shape 
of the Bill the Treasury will be drained. To 
my mind the Bill deals with a very large subject. 
If there should be any considerable amount of 
drainage carried out under the Bill, heavy 
demands will be made on the Treasury ; and I 
must therefore express the hope that the hon. 
gentleman in charge of the Bill will see that it 
is so altered in committee as not to have the 
effect I anticipate. According to the Bill, 
"For the purpose of repaying the amount of 
the loan the board shall from time to time make 
and levy a special rate (to be called a 'special 
drainage ra.te '), upon all ratable property within 
the watershed." Of course the watershed will 
be assessed, and the properties adjoining the 
outlet of the drainage will also be assessed, so 
that the total amount of rates levied will 
form a very large sum, because all the land will 
be ratable property. Under the 18th clause 
of the Divisional Boards Act Amendment Act 
of 1882, " the amount raised in any division 
by the levy of special or separate rates un<ier the 
provisions of this Act, except sewerage or 
drainage rates, shall not be deemed sums of 
money actually raised in such division by 
rates within the meaning of the 71st section 
of the principal Act." That is to say, sewerage 
and drainage rates are among those which 
carry endowments from the Treasury. I must 
therefore enter my protest in connection with 
this matter; and I hope that, when we go 
into committee, the Bill will be so altered that 
the Treasury will not have to subsidise local 
bodies on account of money spent on drainage. 

It has further occurred to me that, after the 
repayment of the loan, if a special drainage rate 
be levied for the pmpose of maintaining the 
works, the endowment will still have to be 
paid. And I am of opinion, from the reading 
of the clause I have submitted to the 
House, that from the commencement of the 
work the Treasury will have to provide an 
endowment. So that, both whil€ the loan is in 
existence and after it has been repaid, the 
endowment will have to be provided by the 
Treasury. I certainly intend to oppose the Bill 
so far as that matter is concerned. 

Mr. BUCKLAND said: I shall support the 
second reading of the Bill, believing as I 
do that it will supply a want which exists 
in the Divisional Boards Act. I know 
that in the Toombul Division, during the 
rains of :May last, severa1 farms were inundated 
with water, and completely submerged; and 
there were no means of getting rid of that water 
without making drains through private property. 
The board, in a very fair spirit, offered £2 for 
every £1 subscribed by the owners of property 
for the purpose of carrying out the necessary 
work. Only a small amount is required ; but up 
to the present the parties who would be benefited 
have refused to subscribe as much as £5. As I 
said before, I shall support the Bill, because it 
will supply a want in connection with the 
Divisional Boards Act. 

Question pnt and passed; and the committal of 
the Bill nude an Order of the Day for :Friday 
next. 

MARYB01WUGH AND URANGAN RAIL­
WAY BILL-SECOND HEADING. 

Mr. FOXTON : Mr. Speaker,-In rising to 
move the second reading of this Bill, I feel that 
I have undertaken a task which, perhaps, for a 
new member, is a somewhat arduous one. But I 
was requested some time ago to take charge 
of the Bill, and for reasons which I need 
hardly mention I consented to do so. I may 
state, however, that I do not know why l 
should have been asked to perform the duty. I 
have no interest in the Maryborough district, and 
I have no earthly interest in the subject-matter 
of this Bill. Possibly it is for that very reason 
that the promoters of the Bill may have 
thought me a fit and proper person to 
introduce it. The Bill has been submitted to 
a select committee who have gone through it 
very carefully indeed ; and, as will be seen 
by the report in the hands of hon. members, 
that committee has suggested very considerable 
alterations and amendments in it. Whether 
those alterations and amendments are improve­
ments to the Bill or not, it will be for the 
House to say. I think that for the most part 
they are. The Select Committee included 
the hon. member for Townsville (Hon. J. M. 
JVIacrossan), who has had, perhaps, as much 
experience in railways and railway-making as 
any member of the House ; it has also had the 
benefit of the practical knowledge of the hon. 
member for Rockhampton (Mr. Ferguson), and 
of one of the members for the district of Wide 
Bay (Mr. Mellor). I need not say, therefore, 
that the matter has been thoroughly well venti­
lated by that select committee. The company 
which is promoting the Bill is the V ernon 
Coal and ltailway Company, which proposes to 
construct certain lines of railway in the Wide Bay 
district. No doubt that company, at the present 
moment, is merely in an incipient stage. It has 
been registered, and all the formalities have been 
duly performed, but I presume it has not gone 
very much further. Indeed that is all that was 
necessary, because not until this Bill passes will 
the company have anything to place before the 
public. The company has been formed purely 
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for the purpose of undertaking the construction 
of those lines of railway :<nd other works "1\'hich 
are part of its scheme. As a guarantee of good 
faith, the company has already gone to a con­
siderable expense in suneyinfi those proposed 
lines of railway, testing coal lands, and finding 
out the requirements of the various gold, silver, 
copper, and other mines in different parts of the 
colony, where their ~cheme will be of benefit in 
en><hling the owners of those mines to smelt 
their ores at the company's works, which are 
propooed to be erected in connection with those 
railways, and which I shall deal more fully with 
hereafter. A new clause has been proposed by 
the Select Committee, in which it is provided 
that·-

,, The compnny shalL bcf,we the commencement of the 
railway or entering into possession of the lands to be 
selected nnUer the 3rd seetion of this Act, and within 
six months from the pn.ssing of this Act, deposit in the 
Colonial 'rreasury a snm equal to one-twentieth part of 
the estimated cost of the main line of railway, which 
sum shall be detained by the Treasurer as security for 
the due completion of the same, and upon such comple­
tion shall be returned to the company. rrhc sum so to 
be deposited may be determined by agreement between 
the ~linlster and the company ; but if such sum cannot 
be so agreed upon, or if any dispute or difference shall 
arise with respect thereto, the same shall be determined 
by a-rbitration." 
That would amount to a very considerable sum. 
It was not deemed necessary by the promoters of 
the Bill that they should rr.ake that deposit­
neither can I see any necessity for it-and when 
the Bill gets into committee I shall deem it my 
duty to test the feeling of hon. members on the 
point as to whether-considering the large outlay 
that has already been incurred by the company, 
and the other guarantees of good faith on their 
part which are reserved by the Bill-it is 
necessary to impose upon the company the lock­
ing up of such a large sum of money for perhaps 
two or three years. It is also necessary, by 
clause 5 of the Bill, that the company should 
have a subscribed capital of £1,000 for every 
mile of railway which they propose to make. In 
describing the lines which the company propose 
to make, I may mention those already in 
existence in the Wide Bt<Y district. In the first 
place, there is the Maryborongh and Gym pie 
Railway, with which the company will have very 
little to do. But at 1 mile 76 chains out of 
Maryborough on that line the Maryborough and 
Burrum line branches off, at a place called 
Croydon. The Maryborough and Burrum line 
was constructed for the purpose, I understand, 
of developing the coalfield at the Burrum, the 
township of which is Howard; and it runs in a 
north-westerly direction, more or less. It is 
proposed by the promoters of the .Bill to branch 
off, at a distance of seven milPs from Mary­
borough, on the Burrum line, in the direction of 
Pialba, a watering-place some twenty or twenty­
two miles from Maryborough. That branc.h, 
wbich is r0ally the main line proposed to he 
constructed under the Bill, will afford con­
Yenience of access by the Maryborough people 
to this well-known watering-place. The M:<ry­
borough and Burrum line, I believe, also 
forms part of the s~heme of the main coast 
line ; and I understand that there has been a 
survey made by the Government of an extension 
of that line in the direction of Bundaberg. With 
that, however, we have nothing to do; it is out­
side the district that will be affected by this 
particular line. I believe it is a fact that the 
Maryborough and Burrum line has not fulfilled 
the object for which it was made-that is, the 
development of the coalfields at Burrum. I 
understand that a large amount of capital has 
been sunk in that coalfield, with, so far, not 
altogether satisfactory results ; the reason 
assigned by those who have an intimate know­
ledlfe of the dist<ict bein!l' that t4e facilities 

afforded by the present railway are not suffi· 
cient to develop the mines. For instance, the 
line runs from Burrum to ~Iaryborough, which 
is twenty-seven miles or thereabouts, up a 
sha.!low tortuous river, and I understand that 
great difficulty has been found in shipping 
large quantities of coal there at various 
times. In one instance, in connection with 
which evidence was given before the Select 
Committee, an order for 500 tons of coal was 
endeavoured to be fulfilled, but owing to the 
insufficiency of accommodation-whether railway 
or wharfage, I am not aware-the contractors 
were only able to ship 300 tons of it. All these 
things point to the fact that it is necessary, if 
the field is to be properly developed, that there 
should be some other means of conveying 
coal to deep water. The promoters of this Bill 
are of opinion that they have solved that diffi­
culty; and they propose to utilise the Mary­
borongh and Pialba survey by continuing it to a 
place called U rangan, about four and a-half miles 
further along the beach, where there is about 
four fathoms of water. By this means they will 
be able to send their coal from Burrum to Uran­
gan, and ship it at deep water. It would have 
been possible for them to have constructed the 
rail way in a direct line from Burrum to U rangan. 
We have the evidence of the engineer that the 
country is of such a nature that it would have 
been possible to construct the rail way in a straight 
line-" as the crow flies," as the saying is-from 
Burrum to Urangan; but in that case it would 
have avoided Maryborough altogether, and the 
people of that place would have derived no benefit 
from it. But by following the Burrum Railway 
and adopting the line already surveyed from the 
seven-mile peg, and also constructing a loop-line 
across from one survey to the other - the 
three lines forming an equilateral triangle­
they will enable the people of Maryborough to 
avail themselves of this watering-place, by 
giving them easy means of access to it, while, 
at the same time, there will be very little extra 
length of line to be constructed-only about a 
mile difference. By this means they will also 
enable themselves, and other owners of coal­
mines in the district, to ship their coal at 
Urangan, in the way I have described. The 
representative of the company in Queensland, 
having visited and carefully examined the district, 
and being impressed with the capabilities of the 
Burrum coalfields, if properly developed, entered 
int(> negotiations with the Government for the 
construction of this line; and generally, I under­
stand, the approval of the Government has been 
obtained to the scheme foreshadowed by the 
Bill. I have already stated that the Burrum 
line branches off from the ~Iaryborough line at 
1 mile 76 chains, at a place called Croydon. I 
find that without having a plan to refer to, so 
that hon. members may follow me, it is impos­
sibleto~·ive all the distances correctly, and perhaps 
it will be better not to attempt to do so, as it 
may lead to confusion. I can, however, give 
the general length of the line. The length of 
line proposed to be constructed along the Gov­
ernment survey from Maryborough to Pialba is 
15 miles 15 chains ; at that point it branches off 
in the direction of U rangan 41! miles ; and then 
there is about 4~ miles of what I may describe as 
a mineral loop-line-that is, a loop-line connect­
ing the Bnrrum line with the Maryhorough and 
Pialba Rurvey. I understand that the greater 
part of the country through which the line passes 
is Crown land of an almost valu~less character ; 
at ~tny rate, so far as agriculture or grazing is 
concerned. There may be minerals-coal-there; 
it passes through what is known as the Burrnm 
Coal Reserve ; but of course the land is valueless 
unless the coal is developed. The company also 
propose to take powers for the construction of 
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other branch lines in the Wide Bay district. 
One is to a place called Poison, which is a portion 
of the Pialha district--a watering·].1lace, where 
there is a Government township. They also 
propose to continue the line frorn 1:: r:1nga.n, at 
some future time, along the coast to a !;lace 
called Booral. They do not propose to construct 
these two branch lines at the present time, 
nor do they form part of the scheme put forth 
in the present Bill; but power id taken in 
the Bill tu emtble them to construct these, 
or any other lines in the \Vide lhy dbtrict, 
upon the approv <1l uf the plans and hooks 
of reference lJy both House,; of P<1rliament. 
It is pl'op<>sed that the company shall pay 
for all the l'wd that they take in connection 
with the railway. In the Bill a" originally 
drafted the price was fixed at the rate of 30s. 
per acre ; but the committee have thoug-ht fit to 
alter that so 1"' to make the price a sum to be 
agreed upon between the ·Minister and the com­
pany ; the reason. I believe, being that a portion 
of the land which will be required is in the town 
of Maryborough, and that 30s. per acre was not 
considered sufficient. However, I shall feel .-ery 
much inclined to test the feeling of hon. members 
when the :Uill is in committee as to whether the 
original proposal is not the best, takingitallround. 
A great deccl. ,.£ the land is utterly wm-thle,;s. 
It is prnposed that the milway sh>tll go through 
a certain portion of priva.Jte lands, and fur the 
purpose c•f resuming those lands, as willr•e seen 
on reference to the 11th clause of this Bill, 
recourse will be had to the Public \Yorks Lands 
Resumption Act of 1878. There is one impor· 
tant feature of the Bill, and that is that the 
company propose to purchase from the Crown, 
outright, a.t the sum of 30s. per acre, an 
area of 1,000 acres-UGO acres of which they 
propose to select in one block, and 40 
acres in another. If that may be deemed a 
conce:;sion to the company by the Crown, 
it is the only one, I think, that is a,;ked 
The lamls which they propose tu purchase 
in this way are situated in the Burrum Coal 
Reserve, the whole of which has been withdrawn 
from selection at the present time. There are 
certain portions which have been put up to 
auction at 80s. per acre, and for which there was 
actually no bid. Other portion:< have bnen sold 
at 80s. per a.cre. The portions for which there 
were no bids I believe a.re open for a.hsolute pur· 
chase by anybody at the price which the company 
propose to l"'Y for such portion of the Coal 
Reserve as they may think suitable for their pur· 
poses. It may be that they will J.mrchase a portion 
of the lands which are now open for purchase as 
soonaethe Bill passes. Their object is to open up 
one or more extensive co~tl·mines upon that land. 
The reason why they ask the Government to sell 
the land to them in this way is that large 
quantities of very valuable land have been 
selected by private persons at various times in 
that district at a very low figure, but those 
individua.ls, knowing that this Bill has been 
propounded and that it is before Parliament, 
have asked a very high price from the company 
for land that they were fortunate enough to 
secure at a low price; in some cases they have 
asked as much as from ,£20,000 to £40,000, and 
from their own point of view, they were perfectly 
justified in doing so ; but thttt plice would he 
considered quite prohibitory in the eyes of any 
reasonablecompany who knew there was good Gov­
ernment land there to he had at a very much 
lower price; "nd which I consider ought to be 
sold to the compa.ny at the same pnce at which 
lands have alrea<ly been sold to othere, more 
e~pecially as this oompmlJ will not c,n!y 
increase brgely the prosperity of the diztrict 
all a, whole, but will improve the value 
of the private provertieo a> well aG the rest cf 

the Government lands which are still unalienated 
in that c<ml reserve. There is not the slightest 
doubt that, if the Bill pass nnd the line be 
con::;tructed, a very increased valne \vill be 
put upon the Crown lancle of that di,;trict, 
and there is a great deal of land still unsold 
in that coal reserve. The 40-acre block is 
proposed to selecte<1 for the purpose of 
erecth1~ very SIHelting 1-\-orks. Smne of 
the promoters the are largely 
interested iu extensive works in -Vic-
toria, and h1n·" carried 011 con,;iderahle opera­
tions, e·;;ren Ulll1er very dir--:adv::tnb.tgeous circurn~ 
st,mces. They lmve tn pay s<Jmething like 30s. 
per ton for their coal ; and a large ]Jropmtion of 
the ores which they trent, known as refraetory 
ores, are broug-ht feom all parts of Queensland so 
th,tt anyone can tlee !Lt a, ;;lance the way in 
which such an undertaking must be handicapped 
in Victoeia, where they h"o''e to ptty such a high 
price for their coa.ls, and, neces"arily, such a 
large amount for the carriage of the ores to the 
works. The1:efore, they propose to erect these 
works in the Wide Bay district and carry them 
on with their own co>tl, or, if they cannot 
get co,.cl on the land they select, with other 
people's coal. At all events, they propose to 
erect the works there, and, in that way, I t~tke 
it tha,t this Bill will not only be a benefit to the 
Wide Ba.y district, but to every district where 
there are large deposits of minerals which require 
tu he treated in the way in which this comp:tny 
is at present treating those ores in Victoria. 
There is one condition-and an important one­
in connection with the lands proposed to be pur· 
chased, and that is that no deeds of grant, either 
for the 1,000 acres of lane! or for the land 
through which the milwa,y line itself runs, will 
be is,;ued until the whole line is complete 
and ready for traffic, an<l certified to by the 
Government Engineer. That in itself ought to 
he, I think, a sufficient guarantee-without the 
depooit of i\ per cent. on the estimated cost of the 
construction of the line-for the carrying out of 
the work in a bona .fide an<l proper manner. 'l'he 
lines of the Railway Companies Preliminary 
Bill have been followed to a large extent in this 
Bill, and a.lthough that Bill was repealed, for 
reasons which I need not repeat to the House, 
w·hen it passed it Tecei ved mature considem· 
tion a.t the hands of both Houses of the 
Legislature, and, taking it all round, the general 
principles of that Bill were considered satis­
factory. Hon. members will see in the evidence 
of Mr. Hal't that Hery clause of the Bill 
was gone through, and it is shown where its 
clauses have been taken from-eome from the 
Railway Companies Preliminary Act, some 
from our own Railway Act, and some from the 
Hail way Clauses Consolidation Act of England. 
I would also point out to hon. members that it will 
be necessary for the company to proceed with 
the opening up of their coal mines, and 
will have to sink expensive shafts on the 
land which they propose to purchase from the 
Crown, during the time that the railway is in 
course of construction, because it will take as 
long for them to open up their mines as it will 
for them to make the railway; and as their main 
object is to work their lines in conjunction 
with these other works, it will be necessary for 
them to commence their operations in opening 
up mines simultctneously with the commenceme.nt 
of the construction of the rail wa.v. I understand 
that even the wharvco; at l.Jrangan will take 
longer than the railway to construct, so that from 
the Yery start t.hey will be improving the 
htnd which is the property of t,hc Crown, 
anJ for which they will not receive tbo 
deeds until the whole of the main lines of rail" 
way are constructed-th"'t is to Eay, until the 
line frcm M<wybarcugh to :Pialba and Urangan 
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has been completed. I have omitted, so fnr, 
one important featm·o of the proposal of the 
cmnpa,ny, and it iH thiK: tha.t they propo:-:-u to 
duplicate the line between C\Iaryborong-h and 
Croydon, which is the junction of the Uympie 
and Burrurn lines. The rea.,on for that is tlmt 
the tratlie 011 that particular section of the line, 
1 n1ile ttnJ /!j chains in length, i~ :;1) grea.t tlutt 
it \Vill be a.lnwst too unwh for :--t ~iugle line, :11lll 

it is, therefore, their propo.,al to dupliL·ate 
that line by constructing within the prto011t 
G-overntnent ra..ihvny fene0 another line within 
six or eight feet of the (;overnment r·ails. 
The propoS>Ll of the company, '" formulated iu 
the Bill in the first instance, was that the Gov­
ernment should have the power of purcha.sing 
these lines at the expimtiou of fi w yettrs from the 
time of its completion, at it~ original en~t, with 
5 per cent. per annum added. Tb"t is to say, 
if tbe Government elected to ]Jnrchase the line 
at the end of live yeaN after its completion, the · 
would ha,ve to pay the original cost of the line to 
the company with 25 per cent. added. The cmn­
n1ittee, whether rightly or wrongly~, have sugge~ted 
an alteration in that respect. They Jll"lll""e to 
extend the time to ten yoars--th;ct tlw Govern­
ment shall lmvc the right to purehaoc the line at 
the rnd of ten years, iuste,ccl of tin•, :tnd at a 
price to be ag-reed upon lJctween the eom]-mny a.nd 
the "Iinistcr: aml if they camwt a;;1·ee upou the 
price, the pricu is to be settler[ by arbitmtinn. 
~rhat, at fin;t, doct5 not appear quite 1:'u :::.:l.Jtis­
faciory a, 111cthocl nf arriving at the then \:tlue 
of the line, becttuse it le;cn·s the matter in 
uncertainty ; while the original propo:-.a,l \vas 
certain and definite. The alteration W11li 

suggested, I think, by the hou. member for 
Townsville, who at·guecl tlmt it might be quite 
possible that if this turned nut a failing concern 
-if the line did not pay-at the end of ti ve years 
preswre might Le brought to bHar ur,on the 
Government, and they might take over from the 
con1pany a. losing concern and pay 25 per cent. 
more for it than it actmtlly co.,t the cmnpau.v. 
I am incliuP l to think there is not nmch 
in that supposition, because it ReenJs to nte 
that the ocheme is one which must necese;arily 
pay, and will therefore commend itoPlf to the 
House. There is a provision in the Bill th<tt 
all material for the construction of the line shall 
be imported duty free--that is, all rail way 
iron and material imported frn· the construction 
of the line, which is, I nnder,.tand, a concee;sion 
that ha.s drtually be0n grantr'rl in tlw case of 
material importee! fur the construction of other 
small branch lines, the same rc,ult being accmn­
plished by the Governnwnt supplying the owners 
of those lines with rails and other material 
at cost price. The time is running on, ?.ncl I 
shall not trouble hon. members further with 
the details of the Bill. If l have omitted any 
information which hon. members dcoire to have, 
I trust it will be attributed tn my inexperience 
in mLwing the second readinge; of Bills, and I 
shall be only too lmppy to supply any infor­
mation which any hem. member may deoire. 1 beg­
to move that tbe Bill he now read a secr•nd time. 

The 1\II:'\'ISTE!l FOR WORKS said: Mr. 
Speaker,-! do not know whether tl1e hon. 
tnmnber who hhci just rnoved the second readitlg 
of thi~ Bill was fitihing for tL complin1ent or not, 
but I think I may say he has managed it very 
well indeed. It will be in the recollection of 
hon. members, that when the hon. mumbter in 
charge of this Hill moved for a P~lcct cum­
rnittee to report upon the Bill, my hLm. 
friend the :Premier intimated tl1<1t the Govern­
ment would give their aiel and aesiHta.nce in 
a:;sioting the Bill to become law. I rl•l not 
sec how they could lw,vc clone otherwise, 
becawce the proposal of the company is such :t 
rca:oe"nable and hir one, that I think it b•.cou1e~ 

the duty of thn Govcrnn1ent to give every 
a~.ii"'tauce in g·etting the Bill tl!rough the 1-Iouse. 
The cmnpa.ny pr!lpo~~~ to c~nu-;truct <L railwa,y fron1 
Croydon to the co;<.:-;t f1n· the purpo~e of convey­
ing cmtl from the rnine:-: to the ship. It is utterly 
iu1po-:siLle no\v fnr ste~nners trading along the 
cna.~t to go up to 1\:lnryhorough and take in 
coal ; and I think if this railway is carried 
ont it will prove Yery benefici<tl iudced. If 
this line is con;-;tnicted, rnail t-;tC;1lner:--\ will he 
able to eall at thi' port awl t>tke in c<Jal, which 
can uever be done while it has to be h<tnclled HO 

111<-tny tiuws~fir"it, in bein~· taken into ~\'Inry­
Lnrough, then <-:on \·eyed dowa the river, and then 
trau:-:.hipped frmn one boat tn <.tnother. There­
fore, 1 think it will l"' ,-cry beneficial to that 
pnrtion of the cli:-;trict if the C\>illpany are suc­
cesHful in c:1rrying ont their enterprise. After 
[Lll, the only conce:-'~·dou thcv ask for is to be 
allowed to purchase a certain qumrtity of land 
at 30:5. an ~tere. I bPlieve there i8 a. very large 
extent of cmtl area in th<tt loc,tlity, and if this 
compa,ny get facilitie:-:; to construct a railway 
and to open up a co<-d-uline in connection with 
their smelting wmkH, it will be beneficial fur 
the die;trict and for the \\'hole colony. There­
fore, 1 think the OnverHHICUt aro perfectly 
jnsLifiecl in remleriug· all the a><,istance they 
possibly <;an to fi8t thi,, Bill through the House. 
The 13ili ha, cdreacl y be "' refmTeJ to a select 
committee, and the}' !""'"' nmdo conc.iclerable 
a.lterations in it, and lookins· over tho original 
Dill re.fld :1 fir:-,t tirne, with one or bvo excep~ 
tionR 1 no objection can be taken to thmn. The 
chief tnd-!1e upon the propc"ed line will he coal; 
;uulllook upon coal, timber, and .stock as about 
the n1o8t unprofitable traffic you can have on a 
l'<.tilway---that is, because the rolling-stock \Yhich 
conYey:-:; the proJuce to port ha . ..:; to return etnpty, 
and consertnenth· it is n·Jt so profitable as c.trry­
ing ordinary 1)roduce. I think it iB very np";e"""a,ry 
that we should as~ist this private con1p;·~c,ny to 
carry ottt this work, so that we may be able to 
a.scert;:ti.n whether private cmnp~nh~s can n1ana.ge 
their railways bltter than thev are m<1naged by 
the Government. I should like to know if pri­
vate companies can work their lines profitably 
and at lower r"tes than are charged on the Gov­
ernrnentrailway·". I observe~ howr-:ver. that \V hen~ 
GYer applic;ttion is tn<tde for the construction of~' 
railwny, it iH a.lwayf::i to be the best vaying line 
that was e1·er built ; and the persons interested 
will show you, by statisties and returns, that the 
rrtnms from this line will be extraordinary; but 
:'1 .. ~ soon [\~ the lino iR eunstructcd the verv first: 
thing is that they conunence tn agitate about a 
reduction in th<> rates; and, to show that, I m"'y 
\iay we are building a railway now a.t 1\Iackay, 
and the hon. member for :i\{ackay has com­
menced already to agitate for a special rate for 
tlw ca,rriage of proUuce. I am very a.nxio~IH to 
oee this private cornpnny build their railway, 
n.nd see what rat.c.s they can c:crry freight for. If 
it were only to sho11• thn.t, I think it would be 
very beneficial. After considering the sub­
ject, I an1 beginning to he Cotlltinced, nn'\v 
that we are g-oing to deal with the land 
laws of the colcmy by boards, that the time 
is not f:tr distaut when we will have to resort 
to a board to nvtnage the Governrnent railways. 
A Mini;;ter for \Vurks wnulrlrequirc to have the 
patience of ,Tob to ree;ist the atbcks mat!e on. f1im 
from all quarters of the colony; and I am per­
fectly satisfied that the timA ifl not very fm· 
distant when there will have to be a board to 
n1anaj;e the whole of the Uovcrntnent ra.ilwayR. 
\Vith reference to this Bill, I notice one or two 
matters whicl1 I think should be altered. One is 
the cbme inserted by the committee rertuirin;.: 
the corupany Lo dqJosit in tho Culunial Tre<-~sury 
a, ~;mn ect ual to :?0 per G()nt. (ff the c::~ti1no.tcd cosL 
'J! the railway. 
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Mr. FOXTO:\: It i~ not 20 pm- cent., but 
one-twentieth of the cost, or 5 per cent. 

The l\UNISTJm J<'Olt WOHKS: I read it 
~0 p~r cent. .At any rate, I am perfectly juBti­
ti~d m referrmg to this point. I think it is a 
]nty to compel the company to lock up a portion 
of th~ir money in the way proposed hy the 
committee. 1 do not see what benefit it would 
he to. the country to ref]uire the company to 
deposit a stnn of rnoney in the TrerLHury aH a 
guarantee for the dne completion of the work 
)et one time it was the cu,tom in the \Vork~ 
~JClJ~t~·tnHmt to in:-;i~t upon contl'aetor~ pn..y­
Ing Into the Governnwnt bank a CP~tain 
sum as security for the due fnlfilmeut 
of their contract. I thought that was very 
hard on contractors, and made an alteration 
to th: efie~t that, if a contractor bronght a 
?epmnt recmpt for the amount of the guarantee, 
It should be accepted. I think that is a very 
n1nch better arrangement, as it enables a con­
tractor to go to his bankers and get them tn be­
co.mo secmity, 'md probably sumething similar 
n.nght be witable here. There is anothPr altera­
tiOn marre by the committee in the ori<rinal Bill 
which I do not approve of, and th':;,t is the 
proposal to fix the time in which the Government 
can purchase at ten years inst<'ad of five. The 
58th clause originally read as follows :-
"A~ any time at.tcr the expira.tiou of live years from 

the fn~al eompletwn of the railway, the Governor in 
C~unc1l may purchase from the ~ompany the railway 
With the rolling-stock and all appnrtcnauce8 thereof ~lt 
~sum equal to the cost price of thr, said railway, \Yith 
five pounds per annum caleulated from the (i<Lte of such 
fi~al completion for every one hundred pound..'~ of the 
sa1d cost price aUded thereto, together with a ~mm equal 
;~~·~l:.~hcn v·Llne oft he said rolling-stet.;}.; and apvnrtcn-

The committee, as I have already said, have 
substituted the word "ten" for "five," and 
they have also made anoth"•r altemtion tt\ the 
effect that the amount of the purchase money 
shall be "such. snm as may be agreed upon 
between the Mmister ant! the company, or if 
the¥ ca:mot agree, as may be determined by 
arbitratwn." Now, I think this House is in 
JUSt as good a position as any arbitrators to fix 
the ~mount that shall be paid fm the railway, 
and It ought to he fixed in the Bill. As a rule 
when a 1natter cmnes to arbitration, the Uov: 
ernment .somehow o_r other always get the 
:vorst .of It. On tlus ground alone, I think it 
IS advisable tluct the rate of purchase shonld 
l~e defined in the Bill, and 1 should the1·efore 
hke to >lee the 58th clause restored to it~; rri"inal 
fm;m. I do not think it is necessary to say ~ny­
thmg more on the subject. I believe the Bill is 
a good on?· The concession to be granted to the 
compa1_1y IR a mere trifle. The line is not a land­
grant hne, and I think the Bill will meet with 
the approval of member,; on both sides of the 
House. 
. l\Ir. KORTOK said : I do not intend to eonter 
m to the details of this Bill in the few words I 
have to say, but I must express my satisfaction 
at the open manner in which the l\finistor for 
\V:orks ?as spoken in favour of the principle con­
tamed m the Bill. I have not gone carefully 
through the measure, and am not, therefore, 
prepared to speak as to the details of the scheme. 
I ?~': only say that I thoroughly endorse the 
prmciple It contains-the principle of enabling 
cmnpan1e~, as f~r ::tR opportunity otferH, to con­
stmct ]'riV:tte hnes. This milway will be the 
first bmlt on that system, and I hope it may be 
an example to the Government and show them 
how remuner~Ltive a line can' be rnade \V hen 
worke<l on commercial principles. I was, there­
fore, glari to hear the speech of the ~Iinistm· for 
\V:orks. Hut with regard to the workina of onr 
railways by a board, I muot confeos that I cannot 

agree with him. I tlo not believe in boards. 
I do not believe (}overnment railways will have 
any chance of being worked better by boards 
than they are under the present arrmif(ement. 
The di•advantages connected with working by a 
board are so grt'c1t that they may possibly 
counterbalance all th~ advantages to be obtained 
from that system. Of course, as the hon. gentle­
man has said, there is always a great cle:Ll of 
preR.'3Ure br( mght to bear on the Diinister who is 
head of the Ihil way Department. It is a dillicult 
po.~ition for a wan to occupy and to n"ist all the 
iluportuuities brought to Le:tr on hitn, but he 
mnst make up his mind to pnt up with them 
wm':'how or other. I think, however, it is quite 
possible tlmt some other system might be in­
troduced by which our railways could 'be worked 
more satishctorily thm1 they are now. Other 
plans have been adopted in other countries, 
and I do not ~ee why we should not adopt 
some other system. I believe that private 
companies have answered better than the 
system we have adopted in Queensland. How­
ever, that is not a nmtter to enter upon now. 
I etn only sny, JYir. Speaker, that if I can 
perwnally help the hon. member in passing the 
Bill through .the House I shall be glad to do so. 
I rro not say It may not be improved in detail; 
but I believe in the principle of the Bnl, and I 
shaJI be glad to see it carried through the 
House. 1 shall be glad to give the hon. member 
any assistance in 1ny power. 

l\fr. A::'iN}~Alt sairr : I do not rise to oppose 
the second reading of the Bill but I think 
it is necec,,ary to say that ·~,}1 important 
measure of this sort should not have come on 
HO soon for di~eU6t:don, a:-:; the papers contain~ 
ing the evidence were only in the hands of hon 
nwrnbers this rrwrning. l\Joreover, I think rnor~ 
evidence ~hould have been taken in a measure 
of this kind. There has only been the evidence 
of two persons taken-that of one "entleman 
who is interested in the Bill, and thbat of Mr. 
Harrington, who happened to be in Brisbane 
at the time the committee were sitting. I think 
some of the merchants of ]\laryborough, the 
mayor of the town, ant! the people living at 
Pmlba should have been called to aive evidence. 
Another thing I object to is that the railway is 
not going to he t<>ken to the town of Poison. The 
syndicate have purchased certain lands at Pialba 
and it is to their interest to take the !in~ 
there and not to Pobon ; but the Government 
shouhl not allow that to be done and should 
keep faith with the people. The 'township of 
Poison is a, Government township; the land is 
all so~d! and th':' people bought that land in 
guod taith, <tnd m the hope that the railway, 
when constructed, would be taken to that town­
ship. The eommittee might have come to a 
decis.ion, ~.nd an a_rrangmuent rnade \vhereby 
the lme m1ght benefit the people of both places. 
There is another thing I object to. If the line 
is a good one-if it is beneficial for the pro­
moters ~nd the country-let it be based on 
pr~1per and truthful evidence. In reading the 
evidence "f 2\Ir. Hawlm~, I see that. in answer t 
question 80, he uses the rnnst disparaging remarks 
towardR the port of l\taryborongh. Hon. gentle­
men may laugh, but thousands of pounds have 
been spent on that port to make it what it is 
and I maintain it is second to none in the colmo~y' 
The evidence rea<ls in this way-

" 39. When you said there was no outlet for coal, did 
you mean there wa5 no menus of exporting it? 'fhere 
w~~ no 11~eans of ex~ort.in~ it in quantity by the l\Iary 
R1ver .. 'I he l\Iar~· R1ver 1s very intrif'ate and a very 
dilfienlt ri'fer to deal with-heavy bottoms." 
And it was said further in evidence that it was 
iml?ossible to tak.e any vessel up to the wharves 
which was dmwmg more than 12 feet of water. 
But, sir, I ~;aw the bat~rcw "Hibhfiyer," drawing 
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17 feet 6 inches of water, come up the 1\Iary 
Iliver seven years a,go; awJ in :1lmost the 
shallowest place 2.'5 feet of water can be ob­
tained. I am sure the l~nginenr for Harbours 
and ltivers, .Mr. Nisbet, will bear me out in 
sa,ying that there is no bottom in the J\Iary HiYer 
tllat cftnnot be dreclg-ed by the present :<ppliances, 
if picks and gropers are fitted to the buckets. 
By that means the river can he dre<lged to a 
"!'eater depth; but when we have 2"> feet of 
~,~n,ter in the river at Hpring tjdeH it ~hould 
not go forth to the world that no vec-sels 
drawing n1ore than 12 feet can corne up to the 
Maryborough \Yharves. It certrdnly \Vas a lni8-
fortune that the" You Yangs:' the other day took 
so long to loa<L She started loading "'t G o'clock 
in the evening, :J,tld at 10 o'clock 200 tons of coal 
were put on b<mnl the ,·e,--;cl. The deby that took 
plnce \Yas o\ving to the want of tl'nck:-;, The 
trucks haLl to be refilled, an<l that was the can se of 
the dehy th<tt has been tttlked :d><>ut in the case of 
the loading of the "You Yn.ngs .. , £13,000 has 
lH~en ~pent jn :\l;_tryborongh in erecting \Vharves 
,imilar to the whn.rve,; erected at South Brisbane. 
There is n. splendid steam crane on the wharf ; 
and as <1 proof of its efficacy, ''"I hnYe said, 200 
ton:-:; were .shipped in four honr::;. I_ anl not wrong 
when I say that in n. few weeks, ;vhen the men 
understand its \vr>rking better, 200 tons can be 
shipped in half that time. I do uot think, there­
fore, thn.t this company should attempt to build 
up its reputation on the downfall of other people. 
In question 79, the same witness to whom I 
have aliu<led speaks of the work at the Hurrum 
Con! Fields having been tt failure. I say that no 
works in the Australictn colonies have teen 
constructed in a 1nore pern1anent 1nanner 
nnd with greater stability than the works 
that have been carried out l1y i\Ir. Hurley, 
when he was manager of the company. A 
shaft 210 feet deep was sunk, aml a beauti­
ful plant was erected with winding gear that 
has not its equal in the colony. 'When J\IIr. 
Hurley ceased to be m:tnagcr of the mine he h:tcl 
cut the cmtl, and I think it i' not jnst to i\'lr. 
:Chunders and tn i\fr. Hurley to make o110h a stttte­
ment as the one I have quoted. The work they 
did was effectively done, and is there to speak 
for itself. !Hr. Speaker, I look upon thi;; Bill 
:tR of great inq){)rtance indeed for the 'velfare or 
otherwise of ~Iaryhorough ami its people. If 
it turns out beneficial for the town [ shall be 
glad, bnt in coll0cting evidence the town of 
:\Iaryborou:,:·h should not have been dispamg·ed, 
nnd the witness shonld lmve spoken truthfully. 
I am cmwinced that there is sufficient accmnmmb­
tinn in ]}Iaryborong-h at tho pre:,.ent tirne to enable 
the proprietor, to send away 1,000 tons of coal per 
week if they can sell it, and I think th3t fact 
speaks for itself. I shall not take up the time 
of the House any longer ; but I hope in cmn­
mittee hon. members will remember and take 
notice of the few remarks I have made. A peti­
tion has been presented from the inlmbitantt; of 
Poison, ami I hope when the Bill comes before 
the House ngain the inhabitants of that place 
will receive the justice they deserve. 

:Yir. CHUBB said : I am certainly very pleased 
to welcome the "'Jlpeamnce in this Hmme of "' 
Bill which h:cts for its object the construction of"' 
railway by pl'ivate enterprise. On almost the 
fir~t oeca.sion in which I Hpoke in this J-Iouse­
that wa" on the railway~ of this colony-I advo­
caterl that system ; that was nn "' very imJ>Or­
t;cnt matter- the Transcontinental railway. 
But the hem. gentleman who now le,ds the 
Ciovcrnnwnt, and \Vho at th:.tt thue feat on 
t.hi< side of the T-lon>'<', mo,;l c·trondy tlcpre­
c>ted th· con:.:;Lruction of r:J iJway:-. by private c_,mt­
f,a.nie ., and cxprc,:~·ed the opinion tbat? ll r;_i,ihvay;.; 
·,hould belon~ to tJ.,, :ctate. J ;Jm ;::bd tha.t the 
GovermT1snt ha,·, e cc.rne rctlnd to r-.. n:.-a.=t: a~~ble 
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view of things, and I trust that thi~ is on!y tl~e 
commencement of many private ra1lways m th1s 
colony. Certainly this Bill accords entirely with 
my views, apcl I th!nk if we have"' good.many 
of these priv,te rmlways the colm;~ v~1ll be 
benefited; more especially when provtswnism!'de 
fm· the State resuming the property at any tnne 
when it is thought it will be for the benefi! of 
the country for them to do so. I certam!y 
think we are turning over a new )e,f. The B1ll 
! ... dvc,~ a conce:::;:-3-ion to a co1npany; but that 
~ompany is only iu embt:yo; the shares are not 
yet offered to the pubhc. The gentlemen who 
;ntend to form themselves into the company 
are, many of them, Melbourne "syndicators," 
:md in spite of the legislation of the past 
Rf''o--:ion nr t-vvo, we are going to pass this 
Bill without the slightest . question. However, 
whatever nmy be the ments of the scheme, of 
conrsc the Bm will be dealt with carefully in 
committee ; and I can only repeat that I am 
n·1a<l to ~~~e that the Oovel'nlnent are 110\V reeo;:;-­
~ising tb~ ttchistthility of allowing railwny~ to be 
made by private enterprise. 

The PREMIER said : The hon. ;;·entleman 
seems to think he has made a discovery ; he 
seems to think that the Gm·ernment have 
changed their minds as to the "'cl visability of 
such "'proposition as that which was advocated 
by the Government of which the hon. gentleman 
w"'s "' member. The Grwermnent have not 
changerl their minds in the least. 'They still 
consider that that proposition would have been 
most disastrous for the country if it had been 
carried out. But because one p"'rticular scheme 
woulLi he disastrous it does not follow that 
mwther scheme quite different would 1clso be dis­
astrous. There is no comparison between the two. 
The proposal of thi~ company is to construct a 
coal line, which is a thing that is always done 
by private enterprise in the other colonies, or at 
least in New South vV ales. They propose to 
rem a mineml line, and they ask for the ground 
to run it on. I do not see "'ny similarity what­
ever between that proposition and the one which 
I luwe always opposed, and shall continue to 
oppose. 

:vir. BL~\CK said : I intend to support the 
principle involved in this BilL I do not agree 
with the Premier when he intimates that the 
Government h"'ve not receded from the principle 
they arhocated some time ago ; I think they have 
done so to a certain extent, an cl justifiably so too. 
They have already shown an inclination to 
recede wmewhat from the principle they set 
up. In this Bill there is an evident inclination 
to encourage capitalists- especially southern 
capitalists-to come to the colony. Southern 
syndicates, against \Vhom we have heard so 
much indignation expressed by the Government 
on previous occasions, a.re ttctually invited to 
come here to make "' railway; and a very good 
thing too. From a cursory glance at the evi­
dence, I find that it is proposed to spend 
about £200,000 ; and a very good thing for the 
colony, indeed. I am ghd, I s,y, to see that 
the Government are receding from the principles 
of their land legislation. They are actually 
willing to let this wealthy syndicate-though 
previously it was considered that syndicates 
would ruin the colony-have 1,000 acres of land. 
I do not know how the 1\Iinister for Lands 
reconcile·, tlmt with his conscience. I think it 
is a very good thing to invite capital and enter­
prise from the other colonies ; especially as we 
ha Ye not got then1 mnong ourselves. There is a 
point of view in connection with the town of 
-:\l:t.rylJrn·ungh \\·hi eh T mn not prepared tu diRcns~. 
I take it, frorn what hac hrcmsaicl by hon. members 
nn the nther ,ojde "f tl1e Houoe, that, thi·· will 
b8 virtnally OJ :enhY:· up r: nr:·\v J_,.:-n·t for :3~1ary-. 
bc1rOL\;h. l tal:~ it th'"tt the facilities \Yhich wilJ 
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be gran teLl to this comp>tlly by allowing them to 
1nake this line and con~truct Pxtem~ive 'vharves, 
t<t a cost of something like £llii,OOO, will practi­
cally give Maryborough a secon<l port. It is very 
likely tht<t the Government, t>tking into con­
sideration the very he>tvy expenditure of keeping 
the J\Iary Hiver dretlged and m>tde sufficiently 
n>tvigable for the >tccommod>ttion of ::Yiary­
borough, Inay cou~idgr that, in sanctioning thi~ 
line, they will be relieving the country from 
consideraLle expense in future in keeping tlmt 
river navigable. T <lo not know whether they have 
looked at it from that point of view; but it seems 
to me very likely that when this line is con­
structed, with the wharves at rleep water on the 
coast, the trade of JYiaryborough, instead of 
going along the Mary, will be ta.ken along· this 
railway from aml to the coast, thereby st<ving the 
country cousiderable expenditure, which it is 
possible may be required to imp1·m·e the JYit<ry. 
No doubt what is known as the "::\Iaryborough 
bunch" are a body of representnti ves with very 
considerable influence. No doubt, also, the 
Thpnh;try ht~\·e ~·iven <lue con~illcration to thi:-: 
YJew-that 1t w1ll be better for :\Inryborougb to 
have a deep seaport, which will be .,lJtained 
hy the enm;trnction of thit-( l'<-l,ilwa~·. than to ;::;-n 
on incurring he::Lvy expouditure fqJ' deepening 
the ::Yiary; ;~,n<l it i:; <tuite pos:;ihle that they are 
right in thi:; view. I mn certain that the people 
at many rivers and h<.lrbonrH along the coa::;t <.Lre 
looking anxiously for the use of the dredge that 
was employed in the JY1ary. I <lo not know why 
the Minister for 'Vorks shoultl have dragged in 
lYiackay in connection with this railway. I see 
no connection between them at all. I was sorry 
to hear the hon. gentletnan give exprefision to 
an opinion similar to that which has been ex­
pressed by the Minister for Lands on previous 
occasions. The Mini><ter for Lands has admitted 
the weakness of hit; department, and has got a 
board to reduce the work. But I never expected 
to hear such an admi,;siPn from the JYiinister for 
\Vorks. The hon. gentleman suggested the pro­
bability of a railway board taking over the 
management of his department. I thought he 
was fully competent to do the work himself. 
The h<m. gentleman also referre.d to the fact 
that the hon. member for lYiackay had been 
agitating to get some svecial rate for the Mackav 
railway. If the hon. gentleman would only 
take a trip to }lackay he would see the 
necessity of it. Ho refers to special rates as a 
privilege conferred by the Railwa,· ]lepartnlE·Ht; 
hut we know vet·y well that C•tal, brick,, lire­
wood, and fm·m produce, awl, in f:td, all]H•:wy 
traflk, is always carrietl at 'pecial mU"• and it 
is only intended to ask a special rnte f.,r the 
JY'I:ackay Rail wily fortratfic of a hca1-y description. 
I think it is necessary for me to explain why I 
made that a.pplication to the J\linister for \V orb 
to arrange for special rates on the J\1ttckay line, 
in order that hon. members may be able to judge 
whether the applicntion I made was not a 
reasonable one. As hon. members very well 
know, no doubt, special rates arc in force on the 
railways in the southern portion of the colony­
and I hftve no ren,son to believe they do i10t 
prevail in the North- by which parties who 
have very large amounts of freight to send 
by the railway are allowed certain special 
privileges or facilities. 'l'he chief points in 
connection with the special r<l.tes are these, 
I take it : That, where people have very large 
quantities of freight for the rnilway, and where 
they are able to do the loading· and nnloading 
themselve~ of the goods on to a.nd out of the r~.il­
way carriages, the Governnient offer then1 special 
facilities, as the Government have only to do 
the lmubgc. T<) expl<tiu whnt I mean- ~uch 

1'tides a,e;: coal, brickR, and other '"liruilar good", 
.arc ~arrioJ up to, I Lhink, tweuty ruilcH, aLa mini· 

mum clmrge of 2s. Gd. per tun. I think, as hon. 
gentleruen will t;ee at once, it i:::; only rea~onable, 
in a di:-;trict ~uch as 1 represent, where \Ve have 
enornwnr; qnnntitie:-; of produce cmning frmu one 
spot- conling fn_nn one 1nill, a,nd where I 
hope to see an enorn1ou~ carrying trade in 
sugar-cane developed-! think it is ouly <e 
re::.tt:onaLle ref}_uet:it to ask the Government 
to take into their early cou,;ideration the neces­
sity of extending its ::;pedal rate:-\ to un article 
which is not alre:td~· included in this special rate 
tn1tftic of the colony. Hngar, for in:->ta,nce, of 
which there is not a very large quantity canied 
in the sonthem districts at pre:;ent, is uot 
inclmled in the special mtes. For inotance, for 
a di-::;tance of six n1ile" the freight on ~ugar per 
ton amounts to something like 5s. lOd. In that 
c:"e the department have to do the whole of the 
loading, and they have to do the whole of the 
unloading. I will further exemplify what I mean 
by telling hem. members that a larg-e mill will 
produce from 1,000 up to, in some cases, 3,000 
nuJ 4,000 ton.-.; nf sugar alont.~. Then, again, I hope 
to :-;ee the ealT~·ing- trade of eane ver~v largely tk­
Yel<)ped, which willal~oJnean anew carrying trndc 
to l1e dorH· by J·ailwa.y; but <Lt-5 cane i~ an article. 
tlwt. \Vill 1Jnt. . ...:t:md ;1 ld;.!h J':J t,r') qf e;nTia~·-r~. it, will 
bt~ neec;:;t;a.rv, in ordel' t.o f::.tC'iJita.te the sncce"- ·fnl 
carrying ultt ~ •f the centl'al u1ill ~ystetn, that. 
nt.ne ::~hould ahw be mtrried at a~ 1ow a rate n.H i..; 
con:-dstent with econolll),. in \vorki11g the depart~ 
ment. I do nut think we should work anv 
railmty <et a lo~'<. I think \Ye "hould take int·o 
consideration the immense mnount of benefit it 
is to the peor•le of a district, tend to the agricnl­
tnral clar-;~, in being able to get a 111:1rket for r-;uch 
an article as cane. Novr, the average yiel~l of 
cane to an acre may be put down at about tlnrty 
tons ; so that a small farmer hewing fifty acre.~ 
of CfLne, which he wishe~ to conn;y tort central 
mill, willvrobablyget as much as l,i\00 tons from 
a stnall tJiece of laud to carry to one of the 1nany 
central mills '"hich I hope tn see estttbli.shed. 
Xnw, in order to enable farmers in my district to 
know vvha,t they are going to do in the future, 
they will require to know if the department will 
be able to carry their cane at anythine: like the 
BJ 'ecial rates at which similar produets nre CM­
ried in the more southern portions of the colony. 
In that case they would he prepnreLl to put in 
large quantities of cane, knowing that they 
cnn!.l get it carrie<l to the mill at<> remnneratiye 
rate aR n n agricnltnral product. J\_s:-;unting tha.t 
the farnlt:.T is ten nli1eB aw::t.y frmn tlw 1uill, it i,.., 
ntkrly impossihlP, if lw h:1s to takle it th:\l. 
di"tnnce in carts, tlmt he would ],p nb!P to ,.wt 
a NntHciellt price to rmuunm·att~ hint for his 
tremble. But if he knew he Ponld carry these lJiOO 
tons nmler the specialn<.te schedule: that ""uld 
suit him wry well; in fact, it would be a matter of 
indifference to him \Yhether he were one, two, 
ten, or fifteen miles away from the milL Seeing 
that this is " product which has to be put into 
the ground twelYe months before it is crushed, 
I think it was a most reawnable request that 1 
made to the Minister for \Vorks, that he shoulll 
send up a s)Jecial agent to report on the whole 
possible traffic of the district I represent. I take 
it that in asking that of the department I was 
doing nothing at all unus,wJ, but was 1nerely 
doing what was for the best interests of the 
district I repre,ent, and also of the railways 
of the colony. I hope that, now I have had an 
opportunity of explaining what I really rmmnt, 
to the Hm"e <tnd to the l\'linistor for \Vorks, he 
will t:cke it into his favourable con,idemtion. I 
know it i~ a qnP,~tion which i::.; regarded very 
:cnxionsly by the farmf'l'S in the J\laclmy district, 
who, I can tell the Honse. are not in "'very satis­
facLt 1ry CtHillit.ion <tt pre:-.e11 t,_ Tlwy \V i,-:;h to 
k1111W at. ;:.,..; earl.v ;t date a~ JHI·,·.ihl~'-' what Lh~:·ir 
future io likely iu be-1\'hcL!tcr, if Lhcy ;;;row 
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large quantitie' of cane. they will recoiYe snch 
reasonable facilities from the Railway :Depart· 
ment as a.re afforflt-d to other cli~trict~ in the 
southern portion.'i of the colon~7 • I said before 
that I intenrl tu SU]Jport this Bill, and especially 
the ]'rinciple which i' inn>lved in it. T belieYe 
it will hP a g·ood thing for the colony if we can 
get priva.~e enterpri~e tn step in, and to ~;mue 
extent relieve the public finance' of the very 
hea·vy expen::-:e [lttendaut tm rail\\'H>,';;" construction. 
I do not think that it \Yill be detrimental to 
the beHt intPre:-:t~ of the colony to do it~ 
;.;o long a," the ( ;oYennuent :-:t~e that their 
interests are propel'l~; pr·utecterl ; :mcl I he­
lieve they are going to be p1·otucted by this 
Bill, \vhich give~ Che G-overnn1ent power, if they 
find the eailway i~ a goncl line, to !-'tP,p in anfl 
lmy it for the conntrr. The riAk of the experi­
ment i:-; ta.ken frmn tlw Uo\'C'rnrrwut, and re~tR 
entirely on the shonhlers of those who projll1Se 
tn intl'odnee thi:-; new ~·r:-;tmn. T lJelieveit will he 
a vel'y ~ontl thing· fpJ' Lthe ~\rar:vhorough people. 
rt will givt· them a d1·1~1J"~ca hal'boul', with n1ore 
rapid nutil r-tlJ11HIUnjcatjull, <.tnd other faciliticl:i 
which. r helir?\'f', they han'; heen an:-. ion:-;1~· lookill,q­
forwanl t.11 in t hP. pa.f.:L l :1~11 lt · J tr1 ht·•llf'Vf" that in 
the T:T1~:tu~,:nlurhonr \ l-'·· ·'~b t~f deep dl\tught ean 
lie a.longBicle with the gre:tte~t (·a~e ; and the 1nail 
stean1erK, whieh no\\" have to pa.s• :\laryhorough, 
will be able to call at this new port in the H>Mlle 

way as they call at Keppel Bay and other ports 
further along the coast. I am yery glad that the 
Govern1neni pl'mnise their t.mpport to thi:-; 
meawre. 1 shall eonelnc!e by reading a reply 
given b,\- :\Ir. R>twlins in his eYidence before the 
cmnrnittee. (!ne-;tinn SO wa:--;---

" Do yon con;.;itlet· the 111iur·"' arc ~w~e(''-,'~fnllv worl\Cd? 
X0; I {io not eonsidel' so.'' ~ 

Then que.;tion f\1---
''For wh'jt l'Paqm: Hpr~an~e, in the til•:;,t plat't', of the 

clifflcnlty of the :-:t•,alll•'f" \Yitll auythin~ rnore 
than twclvf' (,r.tu~·Itt to come up t.w :\Iary Rn·er; 
and, S( .·ondly. h~canse of the fttf•t that the Railway 
Department. ({!If's not nnclt>l',..;lalHt ~lllyt.hinl'{ about the 
coal trHdC at :<lt. TlJC,\" do not luHnv really the po~ition 
they ar · i11. Tlwy :m· .... hort of rolling--stock to begin 
with. There is no sympathy at all in the rlCIJHrtnwnt 
with th'' 1r:u1c. 'l'lu·rn b a \YaHL nf sympatl1y --there 
;llway~" if' in (;ovct·mnPnt HJHlcJ·takin~s." 

I\nw, :-:;ir~ 1 hope T ~ha11 not ha.vro to comtllain of 
the smJH' want of '-'YllJ]lath~· in connection with 
the Mackay line, \\·hich l\lr. l:cnl'lins speaks of 
:tR prendliug· in n ll Ci-oYennnent nBclel'takingK 
wlwre priYntr iut.erPRtf-1 flrt"' involYecl. 

l\h. VE:l{(il:'SO:'\ 'Rid: :\lr. Speaker,-"\" 
otH~ of t.lw melllhrrs (,f the Sdect Cmntnittee on 
this J\ill, I 'honld '"Y a few wonls, though l 
had not intended to speak till I !ward the re­
marks of the hon. member for :\1aryborough (JV[r. 
Annear). I think he has taken altogether a 
wrong view of this matter. I believe this is the 
best thing that conld ever hajJpen to 1\lary­
borough, thongh it i.c, not only l\[aryborough we 
have to consider; we have to consider the 
colony of ([twBnslaml. This, to my mind, is a 
national que,tion. To develop the rich coal­
mines of that district re<1niresdifferent appliances 
and different accommodation from what are there 
at the present time. If we are to compete with 
the ::\'ewcastle coal-mines in i\ew South \Vales, 
we must h::-tve ~t different way of cnnyeying 
the coal to cleep water. 'l'his scheme, if carried 
out, will enn.ble Qneen:-;lan(l to cornpete ~mccess­
fullv with tlw other cnlonieA. The coal there has 
beeii provecl equal to any X ewcnstle emd, and l 
believe it iH the lw4 that hn.K been discn,-ered in 
Qneens!ancl yet; and iustearl of ships from the 
Northern pc•rt.:-:, To\vn;..;ville ~tnrl H.oekhmr1pton, 
having to go duwn to .1\ ?_;v.-cnstle t1_1 ltJad with 
coal bef<•re starting for other p·L;rt& of the '\\'Or]d, 
theyca,n go to L?rang:tn and 1uv:1 there. Not only 
thittl bnt the :.:.~-~nJpa.ny ·will e.,ta.l::·lish extenHi"-'S 
work& l ;r 3msltin;.; different ore", and iL will be 

the lllenns of developing the mines of Queens­
land to a verv large extent--the mines in the 
neighbourhoor'l of ::Ylaryborough especially. 
There an: a larg-e number of rich mines lying 
idle at the present time, because there are no 
facilities in the colony for utilising the ores. 
These works will be nearer to J\[aryborough thmr 
to l'rangan, RO that there will be a large place 
established Yery close to l\Iaryborough. Of course 
\\'e ought not to cnnRider ).lnryborongh at all iu 
the question; we should consirler the colony of 
C/ueen,lund ; but the establishntt•nt of these 
works will lend to establishing similar works 
in other parts in the Xorth. In fact, we do not 
know what such works may develop into. If 
these m·e sncce.";fnl, \\'orkswill probably be estab­
lished in Hockhmnpton, in Tnwnsville, and per­
haps in Cooktown, ami other towns of the colony. 
It will gin~ a gl'enter itnpetuH to the 1nining 
industry than anyone can conceive ttt the present· 
time. Another f>tnlt found by the hon. member 
for l\laryhorough (:\h. "\nnem·) waH tlutt the 
committee did not call on the merclmnts or lead­
ing nwn of 1\Ia.rybot·ough to :.;i ve evidcnee. But 
I think it wa, the duty of the people of :Hary· 
l1nrcmgh tr> have l>een there il they had o,ny 
objection to the Bill; and the hcRt proof we 
can htL\·e that there is no objeotion on their 
part is the fact that only one gentleman 
volnnteered to give evidence, and that the 
only objection he had was that the Bill did 
not provide for a brmrch line to Polson. It waH 
proved by evidence thrtt Polson is not the 
watering·-place uf J\Iaryborough, because it has 
no beach, though it is certainly a nice place for 
building- Jl1ll']JO,e<. The watering-place of JY1ary­
horough is Pialba, :tnd the eommunlcation 
between the two is by vehicles; but it iB pro­
posnd by tlrc Bill to take the railway through 
Phtlba. It i" pretty clear that if a line to Poison 
were Jnxtcle the people of :Maryborough would 
not :;<> there, lmt t•) the place where thertl 
i~ accon1nwdntinn fol' b~tthing purpo::-;es. It 
was also prr>ved that the petition in favour 
of the line to l'obon was signed by only 27 
oLJt of " pr>pnlation of 10,000 oJ' 12,000, which 
1 ccm.,ider >1 very 'mall number; and that nearly 
all the 'ig-natureA were thos(' of the privt1te lar.d 
owners of l'oJ,;on. And the Yery gentleman wh•> 
ga.Ye t'\·idenee in favour of the Lr~tnch line 
admitterl that he had land there himself. Ther~:­
fore, tlw committee thought it would not lw 
jw-t to a~k the compan~· to construct a branch 
line "·hich would he oi no nse to them, 
but woul<l hamper thPm in the d~velop­
ment of their works in connection with the 
coal trade. The construction of the branch 
wonld cost £7,000, and they would have to run :t 
carriage or two a day; so that they would 
always be at a ln'" of £1,000 a year by the line. 
"\t all event,;, :.\[r. Harriugton, the gentleman 
frmn -:\[aryhornngh, who gave evidence, ac­
knowlerlgerl that the line is to be taken through 
the watering· pl:tce used by the people of ::Yiary­
boron~h at the present time, and that there is no 
beach for bathing at Polson. He said that the 
rocks there could be cleared, but unless there is 
a naturally clear beach it can never be made a 
proper bathing-jJ!ace. I consider the objections 
raised are paltry objections to a scheme that is 
gning to develop the colony to a large extent, 
ttnd I hope that the Bill will pass into law. 

The Hox. R. B. i:lHEIUDX:'\: I think, sir, 
it is due to my con~tituents that I should say n. few 
words on thiH irnportant 1nntter; and. in doing 
so I may stnte, to begin with, that 1 am st1·ongl~· 
in fnvonr of thiH milwny l>eing made. 1 think 
it will he nf the ;;r•Jateot- pPe-;ib!P benefit t" tb•· 
district, arrol t.bot.. it will particularly benefit thu 
lown of :\Iary!Jnrongh. Instead of interferin~ 
with ~fa,ryhn·~;u~;h, the h.!::i:n.g o£ a def1· :aa­
pnt at U ran.;·a.n will ijil'e tQc•Ge ~laces tha sam• 
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relative position as Melbourne and "\Villiams· 
town : and iYiaryboroug-h will continue to be 
benefited by being connected with a deep sea­
port. This deep Keavort i:-; nothing- ne'v to rne ; 
I have known it since the lfith .July, l~lil. I 
knew it was there, and reported its existence 
to the Governn1ent, knrYwing that son1e da.y it 
n1ust cmne to the fore aH it has done now ; 
:tnd I hope that, without much dela)·, the cmn­
p:tny taking the matter in h"'nd will not only 
begin, but will very soon cntnplete the worl~, 
because I am certa,in that it will be the g-reatest 
benefit that has accrnecl to the "\Vide Bay 
and Burnett district since the establishment of 
:\Laryborough. Still I haYe son1e rneasnre of 
regret iu the 111:-ttter. On reading the eYidence 
of one gentleruan who ga Ye evidence before the 
committee, I fine! that he h'" dealt von· nn­
;.;eneron"l~- with ::\Iarybnrongh, and pnrticirlarly 
with the ;vJ:ary lli,·er. His description of thr' 
river i~ pnrely the el'eation of hb own faney. 
In order that [ 111ay ln·ing it uwre forcibly before 
the uotiee of the House. I will just reml '" 
rJne.-;tion he wa.B aHked, and the an~\Ye1· he gn.ve 
to tha,t qtw..,tion. The ;;entlelllan being exmnined 
\va:..; C. C. HawlinH~ E~~r1uire, and he wa:-; a~ke<.l :-~ 

•· When you said there WHf:. no ontlet for coal, did you 
mean that tl1ere "\VH8 no mean:-. of export1ug i1 ~ rrhere 
was no means of expor1ing it in qmmti1y b.\' tlw 
liary l1iver. The J:Iary Rirrr is n~ry iH1rinatr. :tnd a 
very diftieult river to deal wi1h··-1lCavy bottom . .;;." 

Now, sir, I have ~een veHf:lelR, drawi11g hmn 
Ji_fteen feet to seventeen feet of water, alollg­
SJde the wharve,; at :;\'laryborough. They htwe 
cmne R-nd gone without any da..Tuage ''"hatever 
being- done to them. And the Jirst time I ever 
heard that the river was a very intricat<1 one 
tmd had a very heavy bottom was when I rertd 
the answer to that <1uestion. I cannot help 
expres::;ing rny regret that the gentle1nan 'vho 
ca,rr1e here aR a conlvaratiYe stranger----,vho was 
taken by the hand, not only by the people 
ge1wrally, but al:-;o by the Ooverrnnent---­
Hhonld not have been generous enoug-h tn have 
refrained frmn bolstering up hil-i o\\o-n eanHe hy 
the disparagement of 'mother place. A little 
further on, :tt page 23, we h:tve thi:-; eYidence 
frmn the Narue witneNi-i 

'·Is thel'e no pm:::sibilit.y of reaeltin~ tlet>p water 
"'\Yit.lt tlmtlilw~ It was l't'JJOl'ICU onl.r la~1 W1~d.:: in t1w 
paper that tlwt·e wa:-~ only (:]g-lit feet or watel' at tlie 
Yfh:tl'Ve~ ill Uaryborongli: 1 (l:tl't.-:ay .:\Ir. Mt"lltH' l't~lneui­
he.r:-:. the ('il'(~\Im:o:tau{'e." 
T t is quite true that a.l(llt~·:-.idt~ :-;nJlh' \rll<Ln·r·-: at 
.:\1 m·yborong-h at low water therE> IH•IY lw (J)Ily 
eight feet of water, lmt th"t does not at allpmve 
that tha.t ri \·er has not ctbLmdancP of water to a~­
commodateve"sels of large dmught. Ancl f repeat 
that it wa~ not kind-that it was not generous­
to again depreciate the port of J\Iaryborong-h, and 
by so doing try to aclvtmce the port which he waH 
anxious to establish. One would have gone on 
jnst aR well without the other being clic1mra~·ed. 
.. Again, the following evidence wa~ given in reply 
to ~r r. l1,ergnson--

" Donld the mine be worked t'1 I'OlfilJe1e with the eoal­
mines in the southel'n colonic-~, if the coal cm ne bv ihc 
Burrnm nnd 3Iaryboronp:h Rnilway to ship in tllf' 1rary 
J1iYer~ Xo; I wou1ct. not 1unp ~llything to do with it; 
l wonld not have 1he line condm~ted hy the Govern­
ment; I wonld not at.tem}Jt to work the mine; the river 
h; an inlrieate one, wlth a n:uTuw channel." 
X ow, thiH also is what I call a mean wav of 
>eel vancing the intere~ts of one pmt at "the 
exprmKe of ::tnothP:r, beennse tlH~H' j:.:; no jealonRy 
whatever on the p"rt of the ::\laryborongh l""'!J]e 
of the <"'~tabli::-:hnamt nf n port at -u ran~nH, 
better known fJll tht~ -"\_<lrnirulty ehart ns Dagnn, 
J'oint. They know \·cry well that to lwYe " 
leep seaport in their hnrnedlate neig·hlJtnuhnod 

'tnu-:t be eonduei'\'e to their a.d \ anta~r. Except, 
~'erhap~, Cooktown, r do nnt l1elieq_• any 
.,ther l'art o! the colony h.t., ;r rc"d.''·l!lade 

deep seaport so near to the centre of popu­
lation as the town of 1\Iaryborough. I am 
f;orry, :-;ir, that the gentlenHt.n in que~ti()n, 
who no donl>t h1tendH to sojnnrn a long ti1ne 
in that neighbourhood, should not ban' been a 
little 1nore generous in hi~ observationl'5 relative 
to J\1aryl>nrongb. l\Jaryborough is the centre of 
a large population, aml that population mu't 
naturally increa,/'ie, and the town will gain Yery 
Inn eh by its connection with lr rangan. ..As to 
Polson, it appears in the evidence that there is 
no f>.andy be:tch there! ; lmt perhaps 110 person 
knows l'olsnn better than I do. I examined the 
place carefu1ly umny years :::tgo, and found a sandy 
beach there, all(] bong-ht htnd there because 
of that ,.;andy beach. [ do not own that htnd, 
having :-;old it long since, ancl I ~in~erely hope the 
person \vho purchased it frmn rue will reap large 
adntntagc~ front it. 'I'llel'e a.n-· rockN out~·dde 
the ~;tnd:y beach at -Pobon ; but in:-:ten.d of injur~ 
iug the tJlacc a::; :.t lJ~LthiJlg·~plao!, they ft.l'e a grent 
protection to it !Jy hren,king the fmr·" .of the sett. 
Persons are alJle to l1athe on a denr, bright, 
white ~andy heaeh, with the.-.:e rncks a:-: a harrier 
betw-een tlu .. mi and the ocean. It iK nut fa.ir, 
therefore, to dispantge _pol:-;on ; and_ althongh the 
railwn.y i~ going to give 1t the go-by for the 
present, it i,--: too attractive a place to ren1ain 
long neglected. I intend to SllJlJlOI't the second 
reading- of the Bill, and 1 hope tlmt in committee 
Home changes will be mad(• in it which will 
render it n succeH::;fulinemmre. 

J\Ir. BUCKLAXll said: I am very glad to 
support the ~econd reading of the Bill, ctnrl also to 
hear from the hon. member (.:\ir. Shericlan) that 
the port of Maryborough will benefit snmuchfrom 
the company's operations. Previons to the Bill 
cmning on for it:-:; second rea~-ling, I heard 
that the people of l\Iaryborough were much 
opposed to the construction of the proposed 
r::tilway, and I mn pleased to find, frmn 
both the hon. gentlemen who represent JHary­
borough, that that opposition does not exist. I 
recollect Rot ne years ago being Htnck on a rnnd­
bank in the 1\fary !liver for Jive or six hours, and 
I am ;.;larl to hear that the river lms been so 
much improved since tlHtt t.iwe that vessels 
drawing f'eYenteen feet cn,n getnptothe wharve~. 
Since the COtllllt(-meenlPllt of the Bl'iti:-;h-India. 
CnnqHtny'N Hwil f·H~l'Yic·e~ the people of .i\lar~~­
hlrtmgh 1Ht\'e been ll<.tturrd]y agitating for ~onte 
llH'H1H by whi<'h thr Engli~h 111ails wonld 
]," delinere<l the!'<" at an earlier datP. lf 
this r::lilway lw c·ow-;tn~eied to l~ntngan, it 
will not only bcilitate the export of coal, hut 
will fac·ilitate the rleJi,·ery of the mails ns well. 
Apart from thnt, I thin!~ the Bill is a step in the 
right direction, and if it beeonws la\\· I hope the 
proposed work will repay the company. There 
are some clarmes in the Bill, particularly chmse 
.51, which will neerl amendment in committee; 
but I need not go into that no,v, as the n1easure 
will no doubt receive ~truple discussion at a sub~ 
.st>rp1ent ;;.;tage. I will again Ray thnt it gives 1ne 
great pleasure to support the Bill, and that I 
hope it may become law. 

Mr. ISAJ\IBEUT said: I do not inteml t" oppose 
this Bill, >'et I cannot coincide with nmch that 
has fallen from hon. members on both side, of 
the House. "\Ve have heard how much it is 
to be desired that private companies slwuld 
nndertake thic; railway lmiltling, a11<! how it is to 
be hoped that it will be folltJW<,d up t" " nmch 
~Ten.ter uxte1lt. .AH a rule private con1p::mie:-; 
nre nwre ~ncce~---:fnl ill work:.; 1;{ this kiwl than 
tlH~ (;oYernment, hccan~e they are ~hrewtl 
enough not to nlH1ertn ke tbe111 t"XL:t'J ~t where 
there is Pn·t·y ]m>IJ<tbility that thm· "·ill l'"Y; 
<llld th~1t i:-: not ahYaY~ tht' c:t,~P 1\"iib a ( :ovel'n~ 
lltcnL Hut uvcn if tl~e"''' lineN will pay a, priJ-•;tte 
cvmr,tny haHdc,olllel~·, it i:- to Le cluul.Jtcd whether 
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the country as a whole will benefit by them. 
If the country harl hitd to depe!Hl upon prin1te 
cmnpanie::; for itt:J raihva.ys, there wonld not be 
half so many in exi,;tence as is actunlly the 
ca~e. Altlwugh the GnYerrunent raihvay::; are 
expensive to build, I doubt whether a l·;rivate 
cornpttny could build them cheaper ; ctml, 110 

doubt, if \Ve go on <1:4 we ha.ve begun, we ~hall 
le,:trn to 1llftllage our railw:1y.s better. rrhe 
lVIiniBter for \Vorks must need the pn.tience of 
• Tob~~ 

The .MINISTER FOR WOllKS : Yes; to 
receive such deputations itS the one vou intro-
duced this n1orning. " 

l\Ir. ISAJ\IBJUlT: I have a WOl'd to say about 
that deputation. The de]'Utittion which I hn.d 
the honour to introduce to the :Minister for 
\York::; to-day rnanaged to extract a prm11iRe 
frmn hhn. It was ahnost like "bttiling" hiln 
up; but we knew we had hirr1, because, accord­
ing to the llailway Hegula,tions, n station-1naster 
hn.H no power to prevent pPrishable article?; Leiug 
ta.ken by goods trains if there are a few fowls 
with them; and the deputation threittened 
that they would put 1trnon~·st their perishable 
articles, such as butter and things of that 
kind, a pair of fowls, so as to compel the 
Hta.tion~nl<-Lt-:ltec to send theut on. rl\1 return 
to the Bill. I mu,;t enter my protest against 
private cnm[Janies building mihvitys. At the 
sarne tirne, I Hhoul<l he in favour of priv::tte 
c01npanie.-; eng·a,ging in ::-mch undertaking~ if 
provision was made that the Uovernment could 
at any thne tnke lJOi-iSB:)~ioll of the rail way:-3 so 
matle. 

1Ir. FRASER saic l: It is not very often we find 
n, measure brought before the Hmise which com­
mands the appro;·a! of hon. members on both 
sider'i \Vith :-:uch hearty unanimity a~ the one 
now under discussion. T do not think we 
can do other than congratulate the colony 
on Heeing stepK taken fo~ the nndertaJdng c;f 
works of this kind by private enterprise and 
capital. Nor do I thiuk that the Government 
can be charged with itny inconsistency in accept­
ing this propo~al and enconrnging it. It would be 
an easy matter to point out that there is it 
mdical and essenti"l tlifference between the 
principle involved in this measure and that 
in vol verl in the measure which the Government 
and their supporters on former occasion,; opposed. 
VV e are a~-5ked to give very ~light encouragement 
to one enterprising wealthy company who pro­
pose to develop what I hope will, at some future 
thne 1 he one of our le::1fling industrie~. They do 
not ask the Government to compensate them­
to give thmn in consideration for this-in con~ 
sideration of pronwting their own intere6t~­
large slices of valuable territory the property of 
the people. Bnt, r:ir, we have heard a great deal 
lately about light dawning UIJOn parties. I be­
lieve that the darkest cloud has a si! ver lining; 
and I was very much gr<~tified indeed to hear the 
hon. memlwr for Mackay deal with the question 
of the sugar industry in the w:ty he did this 
evening. \Vhy, sir, he is beginning to recognise 
the altered circumstances of the Citse. ::'\otwith­
Rtanding all he had Maid •1uring the sesf;ion, he 
still evidently belieYes tlmt, even in the altered 
cirClnnstances of the ca:·.:e, there is no danger 
to the sugar industry ; and I do hope sin­
cerely that the hon. the :Minister for \Vorks 
will take intnconr-;ideration-1 am serious now, ::\Jr. 
Speaker-into serious consideration the prolJOsal 
brought before him by the hon. member for 
:\Iackay. I think that hfm. member is perfectly 
justified in asking the Minister for \VorkH to 
give r-mch an indication of his readines~ or 
willingness to meet the retjniremeuts of the 
locality-in the tt!tered circumsktnces-ns will 
encout:age those engaged in the indu;:;try to con-

tinue it, and to extend their operations. If I under­
Rtand aright tb ere is no g-reat di fficnl ty in con:.;;trnct­
ing cl railwa,y in the diljtJ·ict of J\lackay-1 never 
hea.rd that there were (-lllY engineering- difticul­
ties-and I ventnre to say that if the Govem­
lnent .:-m lnuit~ :-;ueh a pr<~po.-:;al tn thi,.:; Hou:-;e 
there will be no objection to it, e'pecially 
aR we det-:ire to give every facility for the con· 
tinuance, the development, n.nd the firm estn.blish­
ment of that important indnstry . 

Question put and passed ; and Bill read lt 
second time. 

On the motion of }[r. J<'OXTON, the com­
mittal of the Bill was made an Order of the Dlt.'f 
for Friday next. 

.TU.RY BILL-C0111IITTEK 
On the Onler of the Day being read, the House 

went into Committee to further consider this 
Bill in detail. 

On clause 4, as follows:-
"The special jurors to serve uvon specialjnrif\'s under 

the ~aid Act shall be the men 'vhose nalllcs shall be 
described in the jury lists mentioned in the eleventh 
section of the said Aet ns aeconntl'lnts, arehiteets., 
n.netionecrl'. brokers. cOlumi~sion agT•nts, civil eng-ineers. 
p~;qnirr.,, ~.!,Tazier~. merchants, :1<"1~onntants, ea~hiers 
or tellers of an~· hank, ::-:qn~tt.ers, ~tatHm manager~. 
~nrveyors. and warelwn:-;emen. and not otlwrwbe. any­
thingin the ~aitl ~\._et contalnel'l. to the contrary notwith­
~tandiu~.·· 

The J'RKMIE!l said he won!tl ask the hon. 
gentleman in char·ge of the Bill if he lmd con si· 
dered in what wav the omission of clause 1 affected 
the 4th cbuse? l)f course, when the Committee 
n,greed tonegativethe 1st clause, they did not intend 
that its provi:..;inm'3 .-;hould he re-enn.cterl in clauseK 
3 mid 4, as they reitlly were. He thought it 
would be better to leave nut cln.use 4. If they 
did not they would have to consider whether ~' 
man by calling himself a broker Hhould be able 
to nmke himself a special juror instead of a 
cornrnon jnror. It W(:t,::; a title that anyone 
could give himself. If they were going to deal 
with the subject they should cleitl with it 
properly. He thought that if the hon. genti:man 
wou!tl add to the persons already mentwned 
one nr two classes that could be conveniently 
added to the specbl jury list it would be much 
better than the clause as it stood. By putting it 
in that way there would be no inconsistency. 

l\lr. CHUBB said that what he wished to do 
wits to re-enact the 11th section of the present 
Act with the addition of three or four persons. 
The 11th section enumemted "es(juires, accoun­
tantR, rnerchant8, broker8, engineer::;, architectH, 
'varehonse1nen, and com1non agents" ; and the 
only difference wn,s that he h<~d inserted "auc­
tioneers," altered ';engineers" to " civil 
engineers," and added "graziers, sqnatterR, 
station rnanagers, and surveyors.~' He wa,s 
'villing to mnit ''grazier~,'' because, as hafl 
been pointed nut, the term was capable of too 
wide a description. Anybody could call him­
self a grazier. He thought :'squatters" and 
";:;tatitlll rn::tnagers" should be on the Hpecial 
jury list, but if there w>ts any difficulty in the 
Jwttter he wac~ prel'ared to alter the clause to 
meet the wishes of the Committee. If clause 4 
w'ts omittetl the ll th section wonld stand as it 
was. He should like to point out an instance 
that had oceurred since they had last considered 
the Bill in connnittee, at Cha.rters Towers, a place 
where it wa., Haitl there were 7,000 inhaLitant~. 
The jury sunmwned for the trial of civil causes 
in the Supreme Court there w:ts twenty, and 
the ordinary practice was tlmt the Sheriff drew 
what was f':tlled n, civil panel--·thn.t was sixteen, 
lmwing only four. It so happened that there 
'va::; only one civil case, :1nd in that one ca::;e 
the plaintiff applied for a special jury of 
two! ve, and got from the judge nn order for that 
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jury, which consisted of forty-eight jurymen. 
That jury was summoned in this '"ay :--The 
four remaining special jurors were taken out of 
the list, and forty-four common_juror· were ar!ded, 
:-:o that the }Jlaintiff got a, nundJer uf ccnnuw11 
jnrors. Tlmt could be altered by increasing the 
number of persons liable to serve as special 
juror~, and giving a \vider range of selection in 
forming a panel. If a man were described as a 
storekeeper he would be a common j•1ror; but if 
he was called a merchant he would be a special 
juror. He knew many cases iu the inland 
towns where the leading st~n·ekeeperR \vere very 
lit persons to he special jurors, but they were 
generally put down in ordinary pa,rlance as 
storekeepers, and the consequence was they 
were not fit for special jurors. That "·as the 
reason why he added auctioneers, commission 
::~.gents, surveyors, squatters, and station Inana­
gers; and he thought they werr> Yery good 
rnen to put on a special jury. They would be 
nn a jury if they were descriLed as ·' es<1uires" ; 
but if they were not se• described they would 
be simply common jurors. If the clame were 
negatived the law would stand as at present. 

The ATTOR~EY- GENERAL (Hon. A. 
Uutledge) said he. pointed out, on the second 
reading of the Bill, that the hon. gentleman 
did not go far enough. In order to remedy 
the state of things he had described as 
having existed at a recent sittings at Cha.rters 
Towers, he ought to have attempted to 
ampncl section 1 of the .Jury Act, by which 
the qualification of jurors was determiued. 
The hon. gentleman would not make station 
managers liable to serve on spccia1 jmies by 
including their names in that section in the way 
he proposed. A large proportion of station 
managers in the colony were not persons who 
had freehold properties from which they derived 
an incmne, or were tenants of other persons, 
paying rent. They knew that many of them 
were simply in the employ of tlw "tation pro­
prietor. They lived in the station house and 
were simply salaried servants, and were not com­
petent, in consequence of the peculiar pro­
visions of section 1 of the ,Jury .\.et, to srr,·e 
on either common or special juric~.. It was a 
very incmwenient state of things, in a nlace like 
Charters Towers, one of the most important of 
the provincial towns of the colony, that a special 
jury should consist of twenty individuals; Lnt it 
would be so so long as the qualification was as it 
wa' now. To have :1ltered that qualification-­
to have rednced the qualification, so to speak­
would have enlarged the choice both nf common 
jurors and speci>tl jurors; and merely adding 
Htation tllanagers to the nnrn ber of those who 
,ohonld be t'fJ<Jnired to serve on special juries exclu­
sively did not make them capable of sen-ing on 
a ~pecial jury. 

?lfr.CHUHB: They must have a qualification. 
The ATTOHNEY-GEX.EllAL saicl there 

W•3re a large number of pet·sons who ought to be 
sening on special juries in the colony who, by 
reason of the peculiar nature of section 1, could 
never serve on a jury. He pointed that out 011 

the second reading of the Bill, in the hope that 
the hon. member would have framed a cl>Luse bv 
which the qualification of jurors could lm ye bee it 
a1nended. One little group of nwn, in 1nany coun­
try towns, were those to who)ie judg1nent civil 
causes were perpetually referred. \Vhy should a 
little group of a score be perpetu:clly the men 
from whom jurors were to be drawn to try <tll 
the civil causes? If the hon. gentleman would 
accept his suggestion he would withdmw the 
Bill, and bring in another fmmed upon a different 
basis to remedy some of those evils which were 
known to exist in connection with the ndminis­
tration nf justice in the country towns. 

~Jr. CHUBB s:tid his primary object in 
introducing the Bill was to g-et clause 8 
into the law, ine~smuch as he did not think 
a Bill of one clouse, ;>.lthu'l h very HSrlnl in 
snmll thing-s, would b:we lwtm Ruf!icicnt. \\'hen 
he wn.s drafting the Bill, he thonght it would be 
as well to put in as mnny clans"" at< he cnnld to 
clear up some of the immediate portions of the 
tT ury .Act ·which \Yould require ~mne alteration; 
but he did not projJOse to revbe the whole 
scheme. HP did uot propose to alter the <jtmli­
:fica.tion of jnr,\~rnen thern~:H:;h·e::; or the uwde of 
en1panne1Iing a. jury, Ol' the 1nnde of drawing· a 
panel. He wished to make a few simple amend­
ments, and while he wa,; about it he thought he 
might as well extend the provisions of the 4th 
and 11th sections by adding those names. If 
there was any objection to the clatme it might 
g-o. It was meant to benefit the jurymen who 
had to serve in all cases. He was aware that 
unless they po,;sessed the qualification men­
tioned in the 1st clanse they would not he 
qualified. · 

The PREMIER said that if they were to deal 
with the subject it shonld be done in this way. 
The clause would not do as it stood ; but one to 
this effect would carry out the hon. gentleman's 
intention : "In addition to the persons mentioned 
in the 11th section of the principal Act, the 
names of all persons shall be copied into the 
special jury book, who are desctibed in the jury 
list~ aR accountants, graziers, conunission agentR, 
station n1anagers, storekeepers, or surveyors." 
The fact was, the whole systt'm was wrong, and 
the proper qualification ought not to be freehold 
or leasehold, but n. 1nan Lemg a rrttC}XI,yer. 
Nearly evervborly in the colony was a mtepayer, 
and every ratepayer of beyond a certain amount 
should be pnt on the list, and all paying' under a 
8mall minimum could be left off it. He hoped 
it would not be long before the Government would 
have time to introdnce a Bill dealing ''"ith the 
jury laws on that basis. 'That was undoubte.dly 
the proper basis. As to special jurors, that was 
another matter which shoulrl receive fnrthcr 
consideration. If the hem. gentleman wished tn 
proceed with the clause, it would be better to 
put it in the form he (the J>remier) had sug­
gested. As to whether auctioneers shnnl<l he 
put on the list, he did not know that they 
should, but he thought storekeeper.s ,should. 
That was a very ambiguous ex]Jression-thcy 
were generally called merchants now. The 
fact wns that, at present, the special jnry list 
depended upon the caprice of tho policmrwn 
who compiled the list. ]f he c·ho"e to eall a mall 
by his right name ho mig·ht he put on the list, 
and if he did not h" mip;ht be knpt off, and ri•:• 
l'f'1'81J. ..:\o doubt the qualifien,tion of ar~ttepa~Tf"l' 
ought t'> be the !Jasis fol' th<, cmnpil:!tion <>f t.llf' 
jmvlist. 

:\fr. CH l'BJl s.ticl lw <Jnik :tgme<l with the 
I>ren1ier; aud he 1uight rmy that hA ne\'Or con­
templated, and nevrer intended, dealing· with th" 
whole matter in the present Bill. He wnnld 
allow clause 4 to be negatived. 

Clause pnt and negatived. 

Clauses fi and lj P"'·'ed as printrd. 
On clause 7, as follows:--
" 1\-o prrson who i~ incapacitatrd by aiseasc or in­

firmity shall be liable to 1J8 snmmoncd or ('Ompclleci tu 
::iCl'VC 011 H 11}' jury,'' 

The PHEMIElt said he had an amendment 
to move in the chuse. He had hefore rderred to 
a difficulty which arose now-that w'"• that a 
man who was exempt by law from -erving on a 
jnry, by the action ofthe bench or the constable 
wns put on the list. If a man was exempted l1y 
law, he ought not to be liable to be snmmonec! tn 
serve. They found the judges often said to a 
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man, "\Vhy did not yuu apply to the bench?" 
But how was a mttn, exempted by law from being 
compelled to serve, to be expected to assume that 
he w'.s going to be put on the list '? He httd 
always con,idcre<l that absurd, when he heard it 
spoken of in that \nty from the bench. He pru­
posed to insert after the word "infirmity" the 
w<n'<ls "or exempted by the princip,ctl Act." If 
:1 nu-tn Wf1:-J exmupte(t hy l:.tw he m1ght 11ot to he 
liable to he snrnnwned to r:et'VL'. 

.Anlt?Illhnent ag-reed to. 

}fr. HMYTH mo,·ed that the following wonls 
be insel'ted after the mnemlrnent which had jm<t 
been agreed to~" or i::.; actuUJlly en1ployed at-l a 
rnining rnanager within the n1eaning of the lVIines 
Heguhttion Act of 18tll." 

Mr. AT~AND said the hon. member for 
Gympie should have given them some reason 
why he proposed the amendment. He (l\!Ir. 
Aland) might propose that this person or the 
other person should be exempted, but that was 
no rea.son why they should be exempted. He 
would like to know what there was peculi>er in 
the ernployrnent of a rnining n1anager that should 
canr:;e hitn to be exernpted fron1 having to serve 
on a jury. He knew of some caseH where he 
thought the obligation to serve on a jury pressed 
as hardly on some other persons as it would on 
n1ining lnttnagerr:;. 

l\lr. S11YTH Raid a 1nining rnanagel' held a, 
\'ery different position from an ahlerrnan, and 
aldermen were exempt. He wouhl like to l'"int 
out to hon. member' what were the dutieK of a 
unntng nw.nagcr. ..A.~ he httd wor<led hb arnend­
ntent, it \\'ould apply only to 1nining tnanager-s of 
a. mine \Vorked by not leM::l than ~ix nlen­
that was included in the words "within 
the rneaning of the ~lines }{,egnlation .._:\.et 
of 1S81." In the fir,,;t place, the mining 
n1anager had to keep certaiu accountR of the 
mine and all the matCl·ials employed in the mine. 
He ha.d also to keep a time-book, and to attend 
all meeting' of the company hol<ling the mine. 
Those meetings were held every fortnight m· 
three weeks, as a rule, ~tnd the rnanager was 
supposed to furnish the directors, for the infor­
mation of the shareholde1·s and the public, 
with a full account of the working of the 
mine. He was snp11osed to bring up his report 
1Jf all that was being done in the mine ; 
in addition to keeping" the aecunnt of the mine 
he had to bring up a pay-sheet and submit tlmt 
to the <lil'ectorK. To ee1-tify that all those thingK 
were correct, the n1ining ma11a,g(~1· had to he all 
hiM tirne fJll tJw· lllilJe, Thcn.;e \V8re not the onlv 
iHllJOrtaJd_, purtiuu~ uf hi..., dntie;:;. Tie generall?;: 
had to ~~·o d()\\'n tlu~ 1uin1: every" morning, and he 
had not nnly to in~qnC>.ct. nnt~ lJOl'tion of it, bnt he 
hn . .d to go down with hi:-: eyt"~ npen and inspect 
f'VPry 1 Hn'tion of the utine. He hn,J to see 
that the tintberiug of the 1nine w::tf-3 RrLfe, and 
that the men were not ~uppliecl with bad hhst­
ing nutterial. He ha,d to inspect everything} 
and see thnt the 1nine ·wa~ in good working order. 
It very often happened that Kome nmchinery 
broke at a 1nine, or something or other went 
wrong, an(l in Rnch a case the 1nen Yery naturally 
\Vent to the -nlinin~p.na.nag-er ; but how could they 
get at hiln if he were in a jury-box'? .A ll1;tllager 
wa:-: chot-~en on account of the knowled[.fe he 
possessed, ant! for his honesty and wbriety. 

~Tr. ALA~D : Very good r1mtlities for a jury­
nu1n. 

::\1r. S2'.IYTH said a mining manager could 
not leave the rHine he was in charge of, hecause 
he wa8 respon~ilJle for everything that uecurred 
to the directors and sh,treholderR. But not only 
was the llutnager rcquirerl to rlischarge the duties 
he hnd enumerated : he "'"' alKn responsihle 

for the lives of the men employed under him. 
Perhaps the hon. member for Toowoomba was 
not aware of that? 

Mr. ALANJ) : If you had told us that at 
tirst, there would have he en uo necesHity for a 
long ~peech. 

Mr. S:\IYTH said he thought the hon. mem­
ber had bee1t long ennngh in the colony, and 
long enough in that House, to know that ·that 
was the ca,;e under the J\Iines Ueg11lation Act, 
w hi eh was only passed in lt:i8l. Section 4 of 
that statute pmvided that-

" In the event of the contravention of or non-com­
pliance with this .. ~ict. in any mine by any -person, the 
mining manager of sueh mine :-hall 1Je guilty o! an 
offence a~ainst this Aet. 

'·Provided that snch manager shnll not be deen1ed 
guilty of snch offence if he proves to the satisfaction of 
the <'Oltrt that he had taken all reasonable means of 
enforcing the vrovisionR of this Act, an cl of preventing 
such contra.Yention or non-compliarlC'e."' 

~.l..nd the 16th section st>eted that-
'1111 nny pro<~eediugs under the provisions of this Act 

against n 1nining manager or person in charge of the 
mining operations in a mine, the burden shall lie on the 
defendant ot' proving that he is not sueh manager or 
person." 
He httd known a manager on the Gym pie Gold 
Field to be charged with manslaughter when a 
miner was killed through his own carelessness, 
and it had co::.;t the n1anager a large sun1 of money 
to defend himself. Some mines employed over 
100 1nen, and he thought one n1ining manager 
was worth more than a whole municipal council • 

:Mr. NOl=tTON said he was Yery glad the hon. 
member had brought forwn.rd, in favour of the 
exen1ption of a nlining rr1anager, the argument 
that he was re,;ponsible for the Ii ves of the men 
working in the mine over which he had charge ; 
and really that was the only >ergument. advanced 
by the hon. gentleman. It was no lLrgument to 
say that a mining manager should be exempt 
beembe he was a better man than an alderman. 
At the Hame time he (Mr. Xorton) would admit 
that there was a good deal of force in the other 
statement, though he thought it could hardly be 
hAid that a manager should be responsible for 
what happened in the mine during the time he 
was obliged to be in court as a jnryman. 

J\Ir. SJ\IYTH: The law makes him respon­
sible. 

Mr. XOHTOX said, if that wa:; the state of 
the law, then the law was defective. )u; regarded 
the amendment, he thought if it was a mere 
matter lJetween a nmn's duty to his company 
and Herdng on the jury, there wa~ no reason for 
lJ::tSSing it ; but, aH he said before, there waK 
Hon1e forC'e in the argntnent that a 1nanager wa~ 
rmpunsible for the lives of the miners at work 
nndergT•nnHl. 

::\lr. CHUBH sai<l perhapH he ought to have 
said that before the member for Gympie pro­
posed his amendment he ha<l had an oppor­
tunity of seeing it, and had consented to accerJt 
it on tbe last ground the hon. gentlernan gave just 
now~-namely, that the lives of the men employed 
underground were under the care of the mining 
111nnager. 

J'IIr. ALAKD said he thought the member for 
Gym pie ought to be very much obliged to him, 
because the action he had taken had taught the 
hon. gentleman that if he wanted an amendment 
carried he nntst give :ito reaf'on for it. He \Vas not 
to suppose that he (Mr. Aland) wtts in the House 

1 
when the :\lines Regulation Act of 1881 was 
passed, or, if he wa.s, that he remembered all the 
clanseK of that Act. The hon. gentleman seemed 
to haye a down on 11ldermen. He (:Mr. Aland) 
did not know whether the hon. gentleman 

1 thoni;"ht he was on8. If he did, he cnuld tell 
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him that he was not. He thought the member 
for Gym pie had been one himself, and had been 
mayor too. He (Mr. Aland) did not see why 
the hem. gentleman should h:we a down on those 
functionaries. After all it should be remembered 
that aldermen did good service to the Stt~te, 
while mining managen; only served private 
companies. 

Mr. SMYTH said he had no down on alder­
men, and had only mentioned them because they 
were refened to so often the last time the Dill 
was before the Committee. 

Amendment agreed to; and clause, as amenlled, 
pnt :;,nd passed. 

On clause 8, as follows :-
"Jurors, after haYing been :-;worn, may in the dis­

cretion of the court be allowed. at anv time before 
giving their verdict, the nse of a tire wliBn out of eourt, 
nnd be allowed l'("asonablc refresluncut." 

Mr. CHUBB s:tid that in one of the Acts in 
which he saw that clause it was pro,·idecl that 
jurymen should be allowed refreshment at their 
own expense, b1it it seemed to him that they 
should be allowed reasonable refreshment at the 
expense of the State. 

Clause put and passed. 
On clause 9, as follows :-
" 'rhe court may. in its discretion, permit the jurors 

mnpannelled for the trial of any felony, except felon it ':'1 

:pnnislwble with death, to separate dnring any adjourn­
ment of the conrt." 

Mr. CHUBB said that was entirely a new 
clause; and what might be said in its favour 
was that it often lMppened that, in long triab 
for felony, jm·ies had to Le lockt'd up overnight. 
In caHe~ of Ini1-;derneanonr, jurieH were nll~ >Well 
to separate and go to their homes ; but there 
were smne rnh;dmneanourH that were far graver 
than felonies. The distinction between misde­
meanours an<l felonies was certainly anmnalous; 
but he did not know whether it was dt,,ir:tble to 
define them more accurately at present. The 
clause did not propose to allow juries to separate 
as a matter of course, but the court might use 
its discretion. The clause said :-

" •rhe court may in its discretion -permit the juror~ 
empannelled for the trial of any felony, except felonies 
lJUnishable with death, to separate during any adjourn­
ment of the court." 

That was, that the judge might allow the jury to 
separate, except after he had summed up, when, 
of course, they would be confined. He knew 
there was a grent deal to be said against that, 
but the question was, what was the best 
course to pursue, and whether they should keep 
to the present custom of locking the jurymen up, 
or let the court have discretionary power in the 
case of felonies ; and also allow the court the 
discretion of keeping the jury together in more 
heinous offences. 

The PREMIER ;,aid he hoped the hon. mem· 
her would n•Jt press the clause, for there was 11 
very great deal to be said against it. Some of 
the worst evils in the administration nf justice 
in America had arisen through that very thing. 
Because there was a slight anomaly in the pre­
sent law that was no reason why they should 
substitute a grave evil for it. The proper 
remedy would be to remove the anomaly, and not 
make everything anomalous. He did not want 
to discuss the matter at length; but he hoped the 
clau,;e would be withdmwn. 

l\Ir. CHUBB said there was this to be said, 
th11t they could never effect a change in the law 
until they made an attempt. They must make 
a precedent, and unless that was made no change 
could be effected. There was a great deal of 
force in what the Premier said, but he saw some 
advantage:-:; in favour of the clau:-;e. He wonld 
accept the suggestion aml withdraw the chmse 

At some future time, perhaps, it might be intro­
duced in another shape, and a distinction between 
felonieR and 1ni~Je1neauours be 1nade. 

Clause put and negativecl. 

On clause 10, as follows:-
"And whereas doubts ha Ye been entertained as to the 

pmver of judge:-) to excuse jnron; from serving, an cl it is 
expedient to remove sneh donbts. it is hereby declared 
and enacted that it shall be lawf.nl for the eonrt before 
whom any person may be ~ummoued as a juror to db­
charge in open eoul't ~nch vcr~ou from further atten­
danrc at sneh court. or to excuse sndt vcrsou from 
a;ttendance for any period c1nring the sitting:-; of snd1 
conrt''-

Mr. CHUBB moved the omission of the 
words to the word "th:tt" in the 3rcl line. There 
hafl been a doubt as to the power of the judge 
to legally exempt those per,;ons who were not 
statntorily exempt, but as a matter of fact the 
practice had always been for the judge to do 
much as he pleased in a matter of tlmt sort. 
In the c:.:he of t\YO or 1nore n1e1nbers of one firn1 
being su1n1noned at! juror:4 it was only right 
that the juflge should have power to exempt 
one or perhaps two of them. 

Amendnwnt agreed to ; :tnd clause, as a1nended, 
put and passed. 

l\Ir. CHUBB said, before the next clause was 
put he would mention that it had been snggest<'d 
that the sched nle of payments d ne to jnrnrs 
shonlcl be reYised, but he did not propose tu 
deal with that matter in thL1 Bill. 

~Ir. BUCKLANU said he should not haY<' 
risen but f<>r the last remark of the hem. gentle­
nla.n. .A:.:; ftH instnnce of the uece;-;:-;ity f, ll' 
awending the schedule of payments, he might 
nwntion that s<nne twol n~ yearH n:;o he 'vrtN 
obliged to :-;erve for ten day:.:; fLR a jnryn1an, and 
from that <hty to this had wwer been able to get 
a. sbilling for hi.:; services. If a 1nan \Vas obliged 
to serve on a jury there ought to be smne n1e~Ll1P. 
of compellin;;· the court to l"'Y his fees. 

Clan,;e 11, and preamble, passed as printed. 

On the motion of Mr. CHUBB, the CHAIHMAN 
left the chair, and reported the Bill with amend­
Inents. 

The report was adoptell, and the third rcall­
ing of the Bill made m1 Order of the Day for 
Tuesday next. 

BIL\NDS ~\CT Al\IENDl\IRl\T BILL­
COl\L'vHTTK!<;. 

On the Order of the Day being read, the House 
went into Committee to consider this Bill in 
detail. 

Preamble postponed. 
On clause 1, as follows:-
"From and after the yassing of this Act. Schedule 0 

of the Brands A;·t of 1H72 sliall be antl the .same hi 
hereby repealed." 

The PHEMIKll s:cid he would suggest that 
the clause ],e s!ig·htly modified, as to say that 
Schedule C was repealed was scarcely conect. 
In the 2nd clause, too, to uy that-

" The !'chednle sh:dl be rr-ad and constrned with, and 
be declared to be incorporated in the Brands .Act of 
l8i2"--

did not express what was meant. \Vhat was 
meant was that the schedule in the Bill was sub­
stituted for 8checlnle C. He would, therefore, 
move that the cbu,;e be amended by inserting 
aftm· "this .i\ct" the \Yord:-: "the ::;chednle 
hereto shall be substituted for." 

:Vfr. XORTO::\ s:cid he was sorrv he was not 
pre:-;ent on the Becolld readiug of ihe Dill, he­
cause he h:vl no doubt the hou. member for 
Burnett then explained the n•nson for the intro­
duction of the Bill. He shoul<l like to know 
what the object in view was. 
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The HoN. B. B. MOHETOX said the reason 
why the Bill was introclnced was the fact that 
there W;l.J:-3 in the han(h.; of the Govt'l'l11llent a snrn 
of flo, 174 recei\'ed as fees under the Branch 
Act, but could not be used ; in het, it was not 
wanted at present. Each yoar a su1n of £2,000 
'1 as ntade to n1eet expenseR, and a.::; he did not 
see the nece-~sity for increa,sing the extraordinary 
balance in the hanch of the Government, he 
)Jroposed by the Bill tu reduce the amount of 
a~ses~nnent. rrhere would then be a large 
surplus for several yenrs to cmne. 

Amendment put and pnssed. 
On the motion of the Hox. B. 13. .!YIOHETOR, 

the last words of the clause, "shall be awl the 
same is hereby repenled," were stl'Uck out. 

Chtuse, as amended, put and rmssed 

On clausA 2-" Schedule hereto to be read with 
Brands Act of 1872"-

The Hu:'>f. B. B. l\IOHETOK said that. owing 
to the amendment in the 1st clause, the 2nd 
was not necessary. 

Question put and negatived. 

Mr. ·wHITE said the industrious settler 
had many difficulties to contend with, anrlmany 
losses and disappointments to put up with. The 
111ost grievoux pecuniary loss to hitn wa;.; that n 
thief mig-ht come between hilll mu! some of his 
c<:tttle and hon;es. lt caused hirn rnauv weary 
dctys and sleevless nights; for, if the thief shnnl;l 
ever be ca,ught and brought bt:.fore the court, hi:q 
solicitor woulcl jump up :1nd declare that as ,;x 
nwnth)j had elapsed Rince the anin1als \Vere lm~t, 
under the ,Justices Act the l1ench had n<> jnrisclic­
tion. They might well fancy the dism:1y and h· mPst 
in<lignatinn of the :-;ettlor i11 xuch circuln:-lt:111Cf' . ..-; 
:1nd thet-efore he ]Jropo,;e<l the following new 
cbuse to meet the difficulty :-

1' An information for a breach of an~' of the pl'm i­
gions of the twenty-sevent ll or twenty-eighth ~eetion~ of 
the said Act may be laid a.nd pro..-;pcnted at any time 
within six months from the discovery of sneh Urea(~ h. 
a.nythinr-; in any law or statute to the contr:Lry not· 
with~tanding.'' 

The PHK:\HER said he thought that one 
month ought to be enongh, after the discovery 
of the offence, within which to lay the inform a· 
tion. He suggested that the hon. member 
should :1lter the time from six months to one 
month. 

l\Ir. ·wHITE said h0 would accept the sng­
geRtion. 

Mr. CHUBB said that, for the sake of caution, 
they rnight add the words ''in a surrnnary ·way" 
:1fter the word " prosecuted." The clause, as it 
read, might give rise to some argument. The 
Act provicled that all penalties might be re­
CO\'ered in a summary way; but that offence 
w<>s one that the jtmtice neetl not punish in a 
sun1rnary way. They nligbt com1nit a per~ on 
for trbl if they thought there was a c~tse against 
him. They had that power under the 38th section 
of the Act, which was as follows :-

" If the justices before 1vhom an~· person shall be 
bronght unclee this Ant charged with any offen(:e 
punishable nniler this .\.et on sunnnary conviction t:>ha.ll 
be of opinion that thcr~ ought to be a pro:;:.ccution for 
felony, it sha..ll be ht1vfnl for snnh jnsti<'1·'S to abstain 
from adjudicating in a R1lltU1lal'.\T manner tllereon, and 
to f1cal with the ease as one to he Jlrosecut,-,fi in the 
Supreme Court, or Circuit Court, or Di~trict Court." 

He moYed the insertion of the words ''in :1 sum­
nutry way'·· after the lvnrd " pro"ecuted." 

Mr. FOXTON said it seemecl to him that, if 
the chnse was passed as amended, it would vir­
tunlly render the defendant liablB to be prose­
cuted at any tin1e~no nuLttt~r how long­
after the offence might ha\'e been discovered, 
hecan.:;e there waK nothing provided in the clause 
to ohow by whom it must h<tvc been dis-

covered within a month. All that a man 
had to tlo, he took it, wa~ to go into a \vitnes:-;­
Lox <-1IH1 ~\VC<tl' he did 11ot know anything of the 
otfP:nce at a titne nwre than one n1onth prior 
tu the hearing of tlte ca8e ; notwith8ta11ding it 
might luwe been cliscoYered by fifty other people 
two c'ears preYiou,)y. lt seemed to him tlmt 
son1ething rnore definite U.8 to \vho the discoverer 
was to be ought to lJe inserted. He did not <tuite 
see the force of cleparting from the prc"-ent law 
a~ fn,r a..., th::.tt \V~tr; concerned. He should irnn,gine, 
fmm what the hon. member for St<tnley (l\Tr. 
'\Vhite) had said, that he was an unfortunate 
plfdntiff in ~mne casr-, and the case \Vttti di:;rni::;sed 
with costs ag-:1in,;t the plaintiff. 

Mr. (}llOOl\I said that many good reasons 
had been given by the hem. gentleman for the 
introduction of the clause. If the hnn. gentleman­
( i\lr. l<'nxtnn) was :1ccnstomed to deal with those 
who had cattle branded, he would understand 
the questicm a little better. It had come to be 
generally known ~unoug those who were addicted 
to thi" practice, that an offence under the Brands 
Act must be prosecuted within six months 
after it had happened. Cattle-ste:1ling was 
reduced nlrnost to a science by those persons 
in the \V est .!\roroton district. They branded 
the cattle now, and dro\'e them aw'1y into 
the scrubs where they kept them for six 
m· eight 1nnnths, rtnd when the tiine for 
prosecution had gone by the cattle were driven 
in. 'l'hrtt had occurred to his knowledge. Cattle· 
duffing was ~t little gn1ne that had been going on 
for some time past in the \V ccit :.Ioreton district, 
antl he kne'v rnany gf~ntlernen who had been grent 
suffel'8l',i through it ; and the clause waR :111 honeRt 
attempt on the pm·t of the hon. member to put 
clown the pmctice, and it wtts fm the benetlt of 
the selector just as much <>s f,n· the squatter tu 
do RO, 

.Au1end1nent agreecl to. 
Mr. BLACK said he was not quite certain th'1t 

it was an improvement to reduce the time for 
laying inforrnation fron1 six n1onths to one rnonth. 
He should have preferred that the hon. member 
for Stanley had left it at six months. He 
thought it might frequently happen that a 
man might not get the whole of the evidence 
together to by the information in time. A man 
might h:1ve a suspicion that his cattle had been 
branded ; but, in the outside districts, he might 
not be in a position actually to lay the infor­
mation within a month after having ascertained 
that his cattle had been illeg·:1l!y branded. He 
thought the new Land Bill would give such 
facilities for concealing cattle in scrubs that 
a brge amount of cattle-duffing would be 
carried on. -:\fen would be able to take up 
scrub l11nds which were admirably ttdal->ted for 
the c:1t.tle-duffer, and, as the ::\Iinister for Lands 
knew, alargenu1nber: of cattle wePt already running 
there. He thought rt would be far better to leave 
the ti,ne >1t six months, which would not be any 
injury to the Bill. The man might not be ttble to 
get the evidence nece~,sary to convict, or even to lay 
the information within one month. He thought 
of the two periods six months w:1s preferable 
to one month, but if the hem. gentleman was 
determined to carry the one month <ts the time, 
there was nothing rnore to say about it. 

Clause, :1s mnended, put and passed. 

On clause 3, as follows :-
"This Act slull commence a nU take effeet on anrl 

after the first day of December, one thousand eight 
hunllrcd and eighty-four, and shall he styh-'<l and llHt~' 
be cH.ecl a~ ''rhe HralHl:-; Act Amendment Act of lS'H.'" 

The PRE:.IIER said a verbal amendment was 
neces,mry. The lst clause pro1'ided that the 
scherlule should be reneakd "from and after the 
lXtssing of this Act." That was the only nperati\'e 
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chm~e of the Bill, and it would be abourd to 
!:lay that sornething should counuence frorn and 
after the passing of the Act, and then ~:cy it 
should commence at some other date. He pro· 
pot:ied toornit aJl the word~ ft·oul "cmnn1encc" tu 
"sha.ll. '' 

.·\menclment agreed to; and clause, as :emended, 
pm :mrl passerl. 

On the schedule, as follows :-
"For every tirst rcgistr.ttion of n lJrand. tf'n :-:hilling::-;; 
"For l'Ver.r transfel' of a hntull. live :-;lllllin.~:-::; 
·· .\nnnal asse:o.•'ll1f'll1 for owl! r:'l of ~tnt'k---l'Ol' ev,•lT 10!1 

orpo1·tion ol' ]!)U ai'tl'l' tin: 1ir:-;t .")1). one sllillin~ aw1 
sixpenC'e." 

Mr. BLACK said he thought that, as there 
was such a considerable smn as £F>,OOO to the 
credit of the funci, it would be a fair concession 
to make to small holders of stock tlmt an~·thing 
under 100 head should he left out. Althoug·h 
the amount was only J s. Gd., it was in maily 
cases a source of con~irlerable annoya.~nce. It 
di,l not arld much to the revenue, and it must 
be a, eonsiderable ill con Yenit"rlC'e to clerk.:; of 
petty se"inns and others who had to eollect it. 
He therefore moved the Nubstitution of "100" 
for ''50." 

The Ho~. B. B. :MORETOX said that, in 
an:-::wer to several hon. rnernbers who harl a:-;ke(l 
him about tha,t nJteration from !50 to 100, he had 
expressAd his \Villingne,;,;;s, so far as he was con­
cerned, to agree to it. He thought, as they 
\Vere making a reduction in the case of \vhat 
might be termed the larger stockholders 
of the colony, thev could al:m afford to do 
something fo;· the s;naller man. He hac! made 
inquiries at the office, and from what be 
could g>tther from the he;ctc! of the cle]mrtmcmt, 
l\Ir. (}orrlon, and front lol)king at the honks, it 
seemed it would not make much difference, so 
fa.r as the revenue w:ts concerned. At the smno 
time 1\Ir. Gnrdon hac! sai<l he would prefer to see 
it kept as at present, because there were several 
reasons why the accunnt Nhould be kept imcler 
the head of the department if r)()s.sible. 

The PREMIER sairl that he ha<l nnt heMcl 
of the Rnggestion beforP, and :-;o had not ob­
tained any information ''" to the effect it 
woulcl hlwe pecuniarily. But the information 
received was ,·aluable, in addition to the b. Gel. 
It was desirable to know what per,,ons po,,essed 
stock up to 100 heacl. In fact, if they altered 
the 50 to 100 it would Le neee,sary to aiter the 
princiual Act, because the clause imposin,; the 
fee required that it sl1<>uld be paid by owner,, of 
more tlmn fifty hear! of stock. He coufL,Ne•l he 
did not see wli:v persons po>'e'·,ing fifty hear! of 
::,t()ck should raind p<-tyins ls. tkL It vLtS n \"Pry 
small mercy the hon. member for 2\Iackay wanted 
for the small man--to make him a present nf 
ls. Gel. per annum. He was sure the small man 
ll'ould be gratefnl to the hon. member for that 
small merc:y. 

2\Ir. BLACK said tlw h<m. g-entleman W<ts so 
accu,tomed to big fees himself that he thonght 
nothing of a. sixpence-it wn:-; all gnineas with 
him. There was not much force in the h<m. 
gentleman 1

R argurnent about keeping a proper 
record of the number of stock. That conic! be 
done without making a man pav 1s. Gd. If the 
Gov,ernrnent wa,nted to know exactly how 1l1ttny 

stock a mau held, they could require him to send 
in an annual return. Here was a cla,use Inaking 
a very large conceRsion to la,rge stnckholderR, and 
it was not a very Jarse conce8~ion which wat-~ 
asked on behalf nf the small men. It was simply 
not worth ,,-bile to collect the ls. Gd. 

The PH Ei\IIETC: Xot for the sake of the 
ls. Gel. 

Mr. BLACK said that, if it was not worth 
while on account of the lB. Gel., they might do away 

with it; if it was merelv collected that a record 
might be kept, they might just as well have the 
record kept \ntlwut taking the h. Gel. 

:\lr. A.LAKO sairl he did not know that the 
hon. n1en1ber for JV[ackay was going to introduce 
the arnenclment; hnt tm hon. member had 
askPcl him tu stay that day to support the same 
aruenLhneHt. That l10u. 1nen1 ber was not present 
himself, and he really thought that if the thing 
was wnrth a.ttPwling to he ought to ban:> bee111 
there. He dirl not think there wns much in the 
contention of thP Prenrier in r8garrl to statistical 
infonnntiou, beertu:-.e every yt·ar returnH were 
sent out independent of the Brands Act, and 
persons were supposed to fill them up for the 
infornmtion of the Itegistrar·General. After all, 
it was a paltry matter, and scarcely worth con­
sideration ; but he would vote for the amend, 
ment if the hon. member called for a division. 

Amendment put and nPgatived; and schedule 
passed as printed. 

Preamble passed as printed. 
On the motion of the HoN. B. B. MORETON, 

the House resumed, and the CHAil!MA~ reported 
the Bill with amendments. 

The report was adopted, and the third reading 
of the Bill made an Order of the Day for Tuesday 
next. 

Thn House adjourned at five minutes past 
9 o'clock. 




