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102 Adjournment. [COUNCIL.] !Telegrams from Grow's Nest. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 
Tw:sdal!, 30 )Septcml)cr, lSS-L 

Bills of Exchange Bill.-.Succe~sion Act Declaratory Rill. 
---Ilig-htields Bran('h l{ailway.~Telrgrruns from 
Crmv·s Xe~t.-:1Iaryborongll Rac"-''<'Olll'~e Bill.--\V ages 
Bill-second reading.-:\ative Labonrcrs Proteetion 
Bill- committee.- Gym pie Gas Comvany Bill­
st~eond reatling-.-:\Iaryborongh Tmvn Halt Bill­
second re<tding.-Pettigre"\v Estate J<:nabling Bill.­
Pharmacy Bill-comnlittce.-Adjonrnment. 

The PHESIDK:\"T took the chair at -1 o'clock. 

BILLS OF EXCHAXGE BILL. 
The PHESIDEKT read a message from the 

Governor, conveying HiH Excellency's aHseut, 
on behalf of Her 1\bjesty, to this Bill. 

SrCCESSIO:N ACT DECLARATORY BILL. 
The PHESIDE::'\T read a me"age from the 

Governor, conveying His Excellency'H asRent, 
on behalf of Her Majeoty, to this Bill. 

HIGH:FIELDS BRAKCH RAILWAY. 
The POSTMASTEH-GJ<~XERAL (Hon. C. R. 

Mein) rnoved-
1. That the l>lau, section, a nil book of reference of 

the proposetl Extension of the Highlields braud1 of the 
Southern and "-cstcrn Raihvay from Oabarlah to Crmy·s 
~~e~t township, as received from the Lcgblative .A:s­
scmbly by message elated ~ucl ~Cl>tcmbcr. be refr-rrcd to 
a Select Committee, in purt:nance of the lllth :sta11ding 
Order. 

2. That sneh Committee ('Onsist of the followiug 
member~. namely :-"Jlr. King, ::ur. A. C. Grcgory, }lr. 
l\I<LC"Phcrson, ~\Ir. 'l'aylor, :Jir. Raft', ancl the ].Iuver." 

Question put and passed. 

TELEGRAMS :FRmi GROW'S NEST. 
The Hox. W. D. BOX sai<l: I beg to move­
r:t'hat a Return showing the lllllllber of telegrams 

~ent out from the rrclegraph om{:e, at Crow':s XPst, 
during the years ending 30th June, 1882; the :-30th 
Jnne, l88a; ancl tl1e ::lOth June, 1881·, be laid ou the 
ta1)lc of the Ilou~c. rlistingnbhing those sent O.li.:JLS., 
autl those on account of the public. 
I believe that this retnm hao actually heen com­
piled from documents now in the office, and I 
trust that the House will agree to the motion. 
The information when it is given will, I think, 
show the House what an inportant phtce Grow's 
K est is, and will help to justify the extension of 
the railway to that plltce. I have had the 
pleasure of seeing Crow's K est for three years 
running, but each time I have visited the place 
it has decreased in Hize and irnportance, to n1y 
mind. In spite of that, however, the railway 
towards Grow's Ne:;t has been completed, and is 
actually running as far as Cetbarlah. 'l'hese matters 
will, of course, in a few days, come before the 
Select Committee to whom the plan, section, and 
hook of reference on the proposed extension have 
been referred ; and if the House should consent 
to m:v resolution they will see how much busi­
ness has passed through the ottice at Grow's 
Nest in the course of the year. This is one of 
the oldest country telegraph stations in the 
colony, and it is a very valuable station, 
not on account of the Public Service, but, 
as I have been informed by the officer 
in charge, and the officer in clutrge of police, 
for the purpose of intercepting horse Rteulers. 
Kow there is a proposal to rnake a ra,ilway frou1 
Cabarlah to Grow's Nest, I mn trying in my 
humble way to show the importance of the 
place, and I trust the House will agree to the 
re~olution. 

The Hox. \Y. H. \VALSH saicl : I would 
suggest, h(JTI. gentlernen, that thi~ re1 urn '\Yhen 
it is produced be referred to the Select Commit­
tee that waR rnnved for a few rninntex a.go. It 
is " most v"luable piece of information for that 
committee to have before it, as it will probably 



"YVages B£ll. [30 SEPTEMBER.] Wages Bill. 103 

Rhow the gre:tt necessity for the extension of the 
Crow', Nest !Lailway. 'l'h:tt point I think has 
e"•aped the observation of the hon. gentleman. 
It will be a Yaluable auxiliary to the other infOl'­
nmtion now obtained ; and I put it to the 
Postmaster-General whether he does not see the 
force of my remarks, and whether he will not 
prmni'e tha.t the cnmmittee slucll have the in­
formation contained in thb return laid before us. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said: Hon 
gentlemen, I have the return referred to in the 
res•1lution re:tdy, so that in the event of the 
resolution being carried, the information will be 
in the hands of hon. gentlemen this afternoon. 
~H the same time I am not prepared t•J 
a<lrnit the contention either of the Hon. 
Mr. Box, or of the Hon. Mr. \Valsh, in 
regard to the returns from telegraph stations 
touching the question ao to the advisability 
or i1mdvisability of the construction of the rail­
w:cy to Grow's Nest. I think that if the returns 
of the work done in telegraph otfices from a 
brge number of pbces through which railways 
]H1,S8 were produced, they would not indicate 
1t11y necessity for the continuance of railway 
lines. I think the two classes of works stanrl on 
a very < lifferent footing altogether. However, 
when the return is laid on the table of the 
Hmmc it will be the property of the House and 
of every member of the committee. If the 
committee de:;ire it I shall he glad to produce 
any information bearing on this particular nmtter 
they may wish. 

The HoN . • T. TAYLOR said: I am not aware 
'vlw .. t the hon. n1e1nber's rea~on iH for calling 
f<>r this return, but it is a most extraordinary 
time to call for it when the rail way is within a 
few mileo of Grow's X est, ctnd a very large 
goldfield is likely to be opened up, which I 
have no hesitation in saying will he clevaloped, 
and will prove very acceptable to the district. 
Again, if this telegraph retul'n is to do away 
with the railwtty going to Grow's Kest, 
the present portion rnmle will be useless. By 
going to Crow'::; N e~t, h(nvever, a large a1nonnt 
of timber traffic will he secured. tlome of the 
largest mills in the colony are there, and will 
suvply i-mmense traffic for the railway. I cannot 
tell why the Hon. Mr. Box has called for the 
return ; and I trust the committee appointed 
to investigate the plans will not be guided 
by this return in any possible way whatever. 

Question put and passed. 

:\TATtYBOlWUUH RACECOURSE BILL. 
The PRESIDENT read a message from the 

Legislative Assembly forwarding, for the con­
currence of the Council, a Bill to ennble the 
trustees of the land described in deed of gmnt 
Xo. 17135, being the Racecourse Reserve, being 
the whole of the land described in the said deed 
and situated in the parish of J'llaryborough ami 
county of :\larch, to sell certain portions thereof. 

On the motion of the POSTMASTER­
GENEHAL, the Bill was read a first time, and 
the second reading lllade an Order of the Day 
for Tuesday next. 

WAGES BILL~SECOXD READI~G. 
The HoN. A. J. THYKNE said: Hon. gentle­

men, l beg to move that thio Bill be now 
read n. second thne. In doing sn, I wish 
to explain to hlm. members that it is merely 
extending to rnines and 1nining the rule 
which is already in force with regard to 
both grazing and agriculture and son1e other 
occupations under an Act which was passed in 
the yem·lS70. That Act has been found defective 
in RO far as giving protection to rnen entplove(l in 
mines, similar to those employed in other occupa­
tions. \Vhat led to the introduction of this meacmre 

was, I may state, what took place on one of the 
northern goldfields, where a large number of men 
were employed in a mine which was held by one 
of the banking institutions under 1nortgage. 
The claim was worked and a crushing took place. 
The proceeds of the crushing obtained by the 
owners of the 1nine-the mortgagors-were paid 
away to the credit of their account at the 
bank, and immediately afterwards the owners of 
the mine were obliged to suspend further busi­
ne,,s. The miners, who naturally looked to the 
produce of the mine for the payment of their 
labour, found that they could not get it. 
They sued the unfortunate manager of the mine 
under the J\Iasters and Servants Act, and 
got a verdict against him lJefore the Police 
Court ~ an order for the payment, and, in 
default, the imprisonment of the manager. I am 
not aware whether the sentence of the court 
aH regards hnprisonn1ent has been carried out on 
this unfortunate manager. At any rate the 
miners have not been paid, and have no means 
of recovering the payment of their wages. 
That I think hon. members will all agree is 
an instance of very great injustice being done ; 
and I think hon. gentlemen will also agree that 
it is well to extend to miners the same protection 
which other employes have in other pursuits. 
Looking back at whttt was said on the recom­
mendation of the Act in 1870, I find one or two 
sentences which will perhaps explain the object 
of the Bill itself in better terms than I can. 'l'he 
then Colonial Secretary, our President, said~ 

''He had never been able to see 'vhy the holder of n. 
pastoral vroperty should be placed in a, different IJ0::5ition 
from a planter or farmf'r. 'l'lle Bill before the IIon:se 
was framed so as to protect the labourers without any 
distinction as to property. 1

' 

The intention, no doubt, was to extend protection 
to all labourers. In 1870 we had not the extent 
of gold-mining or other mining in this colony 
which we have since deYeloped. In 18GS the 
Gym pie goldfield was discovered, certainly, but 
the cu:;toms and habits and manners of miners and 
mining were not sufficiently known at that time 
among the genemlpopulation to ha Ye that industry 
included in the enactments which were passing 
throug-h Parliament. It is better, I think, not to 
have any distinction existing in the law, and 1 
therefore ask hon. gentlemen to agree to this 
measure. I would like to explain that there is a 
difference drawn in this Bill between the case 
of miners and ordinary agricultural or pastoral 
labourers. The agricultural or pastoral labourer 
is not paid weekly, or fortnightly, or monthly, 
the same as miners and other occupations; and the 
gentleman who had charge of this measure in 
the Legislative Assembly, and who is well 
acquainted with the employments of mining 
men, expresses his opinion that it will 
be quite sufficient protection to give them 
Recurity for one rrwnth's wages instead of six, as 
is the case in the squatting and agricultural 
industries. The Bill, I trust, will commend 
itself to this Chamber, and I ask hon. gentlemen 
to agree to the nwtion for its second reading. 

The HoN. \V. D. BOX s;>icl: I should like to 
hear the hon. gentleman who conducts the Gov· 
ernrnent business in this House give us his 
opinion on this Bill. It seems to me that 
it ought to have been introduced by the Gov­
ernuwnt. It h; a, rnea~ure affecting the 
question of rniners' wages : a rneasure \V hi eh par­
ticularly 11resses, or otherwise, npon one of our 
wages industries, and I cannot help thinking 
that~althoug-h the Bill is in very good hands, and 
although the hlm. member who brought it for­
ward has given very good rea,sons for accepting 
it and making it one of the htws of the land­
the Bill will cliotinctly affect miners throughout 
the colony and capitalists who have invested in 
mining, and therefore we ought to know whether 
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it has the approval, or otherwise, of the Govern­
ment of the day. I tru~t, before the second 
reading is passed, that we shall have the opinion 
of the hon. the Postmaster-Gcnorctl, who is not 
only able to giYe et valuable opinion on the 
subject, but is also, as we nil know, a lawyer of 
good standing. I should be very much better 
satisfied if we had the views of the hem. gentle­
man on this question. 

The POSTMASTER-GEKERAL said: I did 
not address the House, because I thoug-ht that 
the observations of the hon. gentleman who 
introduced the measure were S<l clear that the 
addition of any words of mine would be super­
fluous. I quite concnr in the principle of the 
Bill. Indeed, the principle is not a new one, 
and thi.s measure is only the further applica­
tion of a principle upon which n goo<l deal 
of our legislation is formed. The principle 
i~ that perwns who g-et the benefit of n. 
mnn's labour should not "ucldenly depri"l) 
him of the emoluments which he has earned 
in benefiting the property over which they havc> 
control. Under the \Vages Act of 1870 mort­
gngees are liable for wages that have been ec,rnecl 
in respect to the property, or rather in hnproviug· 
the property of t.he mortg-agees, for a period of 
six n1onth~ antecedent to their taking l'os.·,;ee:~ion ; 
and this provi~ion was ruade for obviom~ reaHnnx. 
A ntan rnight borrow a large ~:nnn of rnonoy on hi:-:; 
property, ancln1ight lutve a large n1uuber of lJCr­
sons employed in impro,·ing that property, and if 
there were no provision of this sort the nnfnr­
tnnate worlnnen, not knowing-the peculic r po:-1itiou 
of their mllster, would lle expending their labour 
\Vithout get.ting their reward. \V ell, in Knch a, 
ca~e the mortgagee is nutdo liable for their wage:-;. 
If he had not this liability he might WLttch his 
opportunity aud secnre the whole benefit of the 
l3.bourers' work, and then :-:;nap his fingers at 
then1. The Vl agef:; .L\_ct define.-; the cb,ss of pro­
perties in respect to w hi eh these senices al'e to 
be performed in order to entitle per.~m1s to re­
cover their wages front the nwrtgag·ees. ~\[iner.c..; 
do not come within the properties so defined, but 
this measure propmes tht~t they shall be in­
cluded in the list; but in their CLt:-:e uwrtgagT~ef-; 
are only to be liable to the extent of one month's 
wage8. This b not extending the :-<aule pri\·i1cge 
to 111iners as agricnltnrists r-;enerally and other..; 
pos8es~. As a n1:-ttter of fact, 1niner"- n1·e not 
getting such a valuable and ilupnrtant CIHlCP·,-.;ion. 

Agricultural and pnstoral lahoure1·.s can recllYCr 
six rnonths' wage~, ·while under thi:-.; l~ill it will 
only be cornpetent for nliner . ...; to o1Jtain froru tbe 
n1ortg-agee wages for one 1nonth prior to the 
1nortgagee entering into pm;se:-·'->ion. I think the 
circmnstances referred to hy the Hon. ::\Ir. 
Thynne ought to be sufficient to induce hon. 
gentlen1en tu assent to the propo8ition laid du\Vll 
in this Bill. 

The Hox. \V. H. \V ALSH snid : I cannot 
agree with the rea..;ons advanced in fttYnnr of 
the Bill. In the first place, I understnnd tha.t 
thi8 n1e;::tRure ha~ been intr()(luced in consequence 
of a c:tse which happened in a northern di.,trict 
of the colony. It is an old rub of l'm·liament 
thnt legifllation is not carried on to meet 
particular cnses, except in pri mte Bills. If the 
grievance had been shown to be one that wa.-; 
geneml in the northern portions of the colony, 
then we should be justified in steppinc;· in and 
specially legislating for it. But the hon. gentle­
man in chnrge of the Bill merely ''"YS that it is 
brought forward in consequence of smnething 
that occurred on one particular claim. I say 
that is not a sufficient reason. \Vhen we con­
sider that the miners nre n very pccnli.w and a 
very favoured class, who nlmost make their own 
lnws, and who govern themselves more nearly 
than any other cl:tbs in the colony, we should 

ha,·e sufficient rea.,on for legishting in their 
behalf. The Postmaster-GenerrLl has pointed out 
that n distinction has been m,tde between the 
miner nnd the sernmts of pastmal tenants 
or farn1erl'), the fonner being only able to recover 
one month's wages, while the lntter are allowed 
to recover six 1nnnths' wages fron1 the n1ort~ 
gagee. I contend that if the 1niner is en­
titled to nnything he is entitled to be 
p!nced upon as good n footing as llny other 
person in the colony, nnd no better. If the em 
ploye on a farrn or stM,tion can recovet wages 
for six rnonths prior to the rnortgt~ogce taking 
possession, the miner should be placed on the 
same footing. I certainly shnll sugg·est to my 
hem. friend in charge of the Bill~ I shall move it 
when \Ve go into corrnrdttce if he does not-that 
the time be extended from one month to six. T 
having nothing further to say, excevt to reiterate 
rny protest, as I a.lw::tys sha.ll, again~t legislation 
lJeing c,nriecl on to rneet lJarticular cn::;ot':l, whieh 
the hem. gentlemnn in charge of this mensnre 
informed us this is intcnde<l to do. 

'l'he Hox. A. C. GREGORY said: I have 
listened to cm·ta.in objections that have been 
macle to this Bill. The first is that it has not 
been introduced ln the Goverument. \Veil, I 
belie Ye that a 1-(oucf reason for that will be fmmd 
in the history <~f the Bill. lt emanated from a 
member of the other House who is not on the 
(}overninent be11chl:::J. It was brought for\var(l 
lly a gentlen1an who i::;, perhap:~, n.s fully con­
ver.sant with the working of goldfields ns 
any hnn. member in either House. Under 
these eircmnstances, [ think that the manner 
in which the l\ill has been introduced in 
this Clmmber is sufiiciently accounted for. 
rro rny nlind, it is rather a recmnmendation than 
othel'\vi.se tht~t it is not merelv a GoYernment or 
pnrty mca>ure, nnd that at the snme time it 
enHtnatF\J frmn a. gentlon1a.n who is thoroughly 
acqnainte<l with tlw Jlecessities out of which it 
has ari~,gn. The reason why one nwnth only is 
proposed to lJe :-t1Iowed in the case of rniner~, 
while sixmnnthsisallowcdtopersons employed in 
n,gTicn1tnra.l and JXt.stnral rmr:-;nitB, i:-3 easily ex­
phduerl. On the goldfields it is custmnnry for 
rninerd to eng[Lge for short tenns seldom ex­
cee<liugone nt(mth, while <lll station~ engagen1ents 
are ufteu fur two] ve months, nnd rarely le'S tlmn 
six. althou"h C'suallmmls may be employed for 
a :-;horter tiuw. It is not cw;;tornary for rniner'1· 
to engage for the lengthened periods 'Yl1ich are 
usnal ill pt~stor>11 pm·<uits. And, further, the 
nliuer h·:~ gre<tt facilities for kno'\viug what 
i:s the ttnancinlvosition of the n1an for \vhunl 
he iG working; \vherert.l:-l on stationf.> a grea.t 
di:-;tance np the country, or rernote farnu;, ern~ 
ploye.s hrrve considerable clitnculty in ascertain­
ing whether their employer is really solvent or 
not. lTncJer these circunH.:.tmlceR, I see no reasm1 
why the time for which the miner may recover 
shoulrll>e extende<l hevnu<l one n1<mth. I shall 
support the second re,:< ling· of the Dill. 

The HoN . • T. TAYLOE said: I shall like­
wi:-:;e hnve yery nn1eh plea.snre in supporting it. 
I am only surpri>ed that this provision in reg,u·d 
to 1niners was not nuvle before. }1'rmn \V hat ha~ 
been said by one or two members, I think it i~ 
quite necesSCLl'Y tlmt the Bill before the House 
should pass. ·whether it is brought in by the 
G-oYerntnent or n vri·ntte l11ember c1oe.s not 
matter n straw if the measure becomt··· law. It 
has been argued that the time for w hi eh miners 
Il1[1Y recover their wage::; from the n1ortg.:gee is 
too shmt. Bnt we nre told distin<·tly thnt they 
nre paid weekly or fortnig·htly. Pastoralbts 
have '"' time for pnying their employl:s. The 
rnen engaged dra_:\v a fe\V ponnLh; when it suits 
them, 'md lLt the end of their term receive the 

, bctlanco. In all my ng-reements I know there is 
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no provision made for payments to be made 
either \Veeldy or fortnightly, or in any ether way 
till the end of the term. I repeat that I have 
very much pleasure in Bupporting the Bill. As I 
said before, it does not matter one straw who 
introduced it. 

Question put and pa,sed. 
On the motion of the HoN. A .• T. THYX:\'E, 

the committal of the Bill was made an Order of 
the Day for to-morrow. 

NATIVE LABOURERS PROTECTIOJ'\ 
BILL-COM.:\IITTEE. 

Upon the Order of the Day being reaci, the 
House went into Committee to further conoider 
this Bill in detail. On clame 7, >cs follows:-

" IGvery native labourer employell on board of, or in 
connection with, a vessel trading in Queensland watert->, 
whcllwr lw was engaged before, or is engaged after, the 
passing of this A et, shall be discharged and reeeiYe his 
wages in the prv;;enee of a, shi]Jping master. 

"If the master or mvner of anv SlH·,h vessel. or nn \T 

other person, 1lisehnrge:::. a native I:Lbonrer \'i'liO iw;,; heull 
emplOyed on boartl of any sncll vessd, or vays hi~ wages 
otlterwi:;;;e than as is herein Jlroviclecl, he shall be liable 
to a penalty not exceeding £50." 

The.HON. \V. H. \VALSH s"icl he understood 
that an amend;nent had been moved and canied 
in the clau,e. 

The POSTJHASTER-GEJ'\ERAL said when 
the House was last in committee on the Bill, >en 
amendn1entwasca .. rried in clause G, and the clause, 
as "mended, was "!so carried. He then mO\·ed 
the Chairman out of the chair in order to lmve 
time to consider the effect of the ctmendment 
and to consult his colleagum; respecting it; and 
last week he intirnaterl that it was his intention 
to proceed with the Bill, in the hope that further 
consideration rnight induce the Connnittee to 
alter their decision with reg-ard to clause G. He 
therefore proposed to g-o on with the remainder 
of the Bill and carry it through, and afterwards, 
when the adoption of the repm·t was moved, to 
ask the House to recommit the Bill for the 
purpose of reconsidering clause G. It would be 
necessary, before that could be done, to dispose of 
the remflining c!ttuscs of the Bill. 

The HoN. T. L. J\.IURRAY-PRIOR said 
that on looking ov,01· the Bill it appeared to him 
that the gentlemen at prc•,ent in power, who 
wished to pass it, had a 1 >erfect craze in regard 
to black bbour, or whenever anything with a 
dark skin came before the Legislature. \Vhile 
it ap[wm·etl to be a Bill to give protection to 
native ''boriginals, in reality it tended indirectly 
to abolish black labour altogether. He had not 
an opportunity of expressing his view of the 
matter when the Gth clause was moYed, and he 
therefore wished now to place on record his 
opinion that while he, in common with a great 
many other hon. gentlemen, would tlo everything 
they possibly could to J,rntect aboriginal natives 
and other black labourers, there appeared to be 
so many absurdities in the Bill th>ct he failed to 
see how it could be carried into effect ; such as 
rnaking every native hired on board a vessel 
where his services might be required be engag·ed 
before a shipping ma,ster. They might be re­
'tnired to be employed in many places where 
there was no such officer. 'rhe Bill certainly 
placed the ship-owner or employer of such 
labour in a very awkward position, aH everytbjng 
might be confiscated in the event of a breach of 
its provisions; and he was convinced that, not­
\vithstanding what hon. gentlmnen novi' in po\ver 
might think, they had not the opinion of the 
country with them. 

The HoN. \V. H. W ALSH said it appeared to 
him that while the Government, in their, no 
doubt, conscientious endeavour to protect the 
black people of the colony, thought they were 
doing what wtts right in trying to protect them 

in the very arbitrary and stringent way proposed 
by the Bill, if it passed with its pres~nt algerine 
tendency towards those who, from kmd or neces­
sitous reasons mnployed tho::.e n1en, very great 
hardship would be done to the labourers them­
se! ves. He rrmintained that a Bill like this, which 
1night be enfotced in the n1ost arbitrary n1anner, 
would ultimately almost prohibit the ernploy­
rnent of natives on board ve13sels trading along 
the coast of the colony. There had been Illl 

nece;sity shown for a Bill of the kind. He knew 
that there were numbers of natives employed 
along our coast in a way profitable to themseh es 
and nsefnl to others ; >end he was perfectly cer­
tain th<ct the Bill wonld absolutely prevent 
owners or cavta.ins of vessels frmuernploying tho~e 
men, and thereby very gre,ct harm would be 
done to the natives themselves. \Vlmt he 
wished to irnpress upon hon. gentlen1en was 
thi:-;, and to illustrate it he \vould give 3 case in 
point. Sup]Jose a Bill of this kind were applied 
to the employers of black hthour on pastoral 
stations, there would not be a black man in the 
country who would be aJ,le to :,;et a living from 
a pastoml tenant, tt fmmer, or nnybotly else. 
At prec<ent there were many kind, charitable, 
and f(Ood empluyers of tt great many of our 
aboriginal population, and under such a rnea­
sure as this they would be absolutely pre­
veHted through fear-throngh fear of informers 
-of the enforcing of arbitrary powers by the 
Government-of the liability of the Act being 
Ini:-;con:.:;trued by ignorant or prejudiced n1agis­
trates, or other otficial,;-they would be abso­
lutely deterred from emj,loying any of those 
poor creatnres. Therefore, he maintained that 
the Governrnent, in their great anxiety to pose 
before the country as the black man's friend, 
were doing positive injury to those very 
rnen, as well as injuring a class of persons 
who found them very useful serntnts. He 
knew score,~, hundreds, of cases where blacks 
were kindly, charitably, and affectionately 
employee! and treated by people in the interior 
of the colony; and what wa" there to prevent 
the Bill from being extended to them? If he 
could speak as he did of the kind treatment of 
the blacl<s in the interior, he was satisfied that he 
would ahm, if he \Vere conversn,nt with seafaring 
life, be able to show that the blacks were kindly 
and usefully employed in our maritime service. 
\Vhat owner, captain, mate, or other officer of a 
ship would chore, if the Bill became the law 
of the land, to take an aboriginal on boar<l 
eveu to give hin1 shelter ; because, if his nan1e 
did not appear upon the ship's books, he would 
be liable, under the preceding clause, to a fine of 
£IJOO and forfeiture of the ship. And then there 
was a difficulty in regard to clause 7-a clifficnlty 
of construction, that would arrive whenever a 
contest commenced between the owner or some 
otlicer of the vessel and some Government official. 
He doubted very much whether even the Post­
master-General would be able to construe the 
clause to the satisfaction of hun. gentlemen. It 
said:-

,,Every native labourer employed on board of, or in 
connection '''ith, a ves~~""ll trac1ing in Queensland waters, 
whether be was engaged before, or i~ engaged after, tlle 
passing of this Act, shall be discharged and receive his 
wages in the presence or a shipping-master." 

Did that go back ten years, or to what time did 
it go back? He maintained that it would be 
impo"ible to put such a provision into actual 
practice; and, in any case, it would be subject 
to the most contrary constructions. He really 
thought that the Government were going beyond 
what was ah.,olntely necessary. He believed 
that their navigation and other marine laws were 
quite sufficient to protect the aboriginals of the 
colony as well as white sailors ; and that the 
laws that were good enough for white people 
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trading along our coast were quite good enouah 
for, and nothing ruore \v~u~ reqnireli to prote~t 
the alJorigina.I"' of tbe eolony. ' 

'!'he Hox. 1'.1\IACPHEH::lOJ'\ "air! he wished 
to point out that tlwre \'> a.s somethiug in the 
clause that looker! very like e£ pust factu levisla-
tion. It said- " 

'' Erery native labonrer mnplil~-ed on boarrl of, or in 
connection with, a Yes:-;el trading in Quceu..-land \YHtPrs, 
whet her he wa~ enga!c..!:ecl before, or i:-5 engag-ed after, the 
)la~sin~ of tltis Act, ~lmlll)l~ tli::<charge<l and n~CL'i\·e llis 
·wn~es in the prescnl·e or a ~ltipplng maslPr." 

If a breach of that were made an offence under 
the Act, he thought it would be making the law 
tuo stri;1gent alt<>gether. 

The Hox. T. L. ::\Il~HIVc Y-PRIOR main­
tained lhat native lalJOmers were <[uite as well 
a.lJle to lll~tke <-1.. b~trg-ain with tbeir mnployen; as 
white IlleTl wel'f:l. They Rmnetirnes rnatle very 
bhrewd l)argains indeBcl. }{e rnight herentention 
something that he heat-cl yt'8terday which woulcl 
('XJH'eR:-; what he 111eD.nt with regn,rd to th(-'se ruen. 
... A_ gent}rmw.n ·with whmn he was conYer~ing- told 
him thut when he relinrpti,hecl his lmsiness and 
went bt for ruining, a. Llackfellow and his gin, 
whom l1e had employed, thinking that lw !Htd 
lost :tll his money, went out and stripper! a lot 
of Lad.;: and ln·onght it in a,.:; a gift tu their old 
employ1"l". Thrtt wunld e>:ernplify very forcibly 
thn fel·:ing of gnttitn<le Hhown b:y black n1en 
toward,, their white employers, and he really 
couldnnt see that the Bill was at all necessary. 

The POS'l'~L-" S'l'ER- G E:~\J<: RAL ,aid the 
hon. f(·entleman who h:vl just spoken wa, not 
1n·cseut on the htst occasirm when the Bill 
was bcfl)re the Cornrnittee, otherwise he 'vould 
ha,·e heard various reasqn::-; given, which would 
probabl:1 have sati.sfiecl him that ther<J "as an 
urg-ent necessity for a Bill of this kind. As 
the rectl principle of the Bill lmd been re­
ferred to th:tt eYening, and, as he bar! stated, 
tl11: hon. gentlentn,n wa~ not present when 
it \Va:-;. di::-;cn~,ed in connnittee, it rnight be 
convement to refer at length to the rnatten; tlmt 
were then di.sctU·hed, nncl to the rPn.sons that vvere 
given for asking the Cmnn1ittee not to int-<ist on 
the amendment that was passed in clause G, bnt 
to adopt the principle of the Bill in its en­
tirety. On the last occasion when the Bill was 
before the ConnnitttJe he referred to public 
documents, which he harl now before him, 
and which hon. g·entlemen could refer to 
in order to satisfy themselves as to the im­
portance of the matter to which he referred. 
He then stated that two public officials whose 
integrity was beyond doubt had reported very 
strongly tu the Government as to the necessity 
of introducing legislation or providing smne 
means for the protection of th<me aboriginals. 
They pointed out that malpractices were being· 
carried on on our northern coast l1y ]u.wles,~ 1nen 
who got hold of abmiginal natives of both sexes­
young girls of tender yearH-and ahused thern 
in " frig·htful manner ; and that there were no 
means available by whieh those people could be 
protected. The necessity for some Bill of this 
description was also recogni8ed by the last Gov­
ernnlent. The gentlernan 'vbo now occupied 
the po•,ition of President of that Chamber, when 
Colonial Secretnry, brought in a Bill dealing with 
the beche-rle-mer ant! pearl-:,;ltell tioheries, making­
special provision for the manner in which 
aboriginals should he engaged for the purpose 
of that trarle. ]experience had shown that the 
provi~ion/3 of that Act \V ere not stringent enough, 
anrl that there were nn means by which the 
abuseK that were carried on could be prevented, 
am! hence the Government had introduced this 
Bill. In 1882 the chief officer of Customs at 
Cooktown, under whose notice abuses of the 
kind referred to had come, reported the matter 

to his immediate superior, the Collector of Cus­
toms. lt did not ttppear that his report came 
Uilllertlte notice of the late Colonial Secretary; hut 
oeCtttiion lutviug arisen for that officer to refer to 
uwre recent abw-;e8 in connection \vith another 
ves •.el, he, when reporting to the lJresent Colonial 
Seceettwy, referred to his previous report of 1882. 
He (the Po:otmaster-Geneml) should quote from 
that report, and when he dicl so he felt quite 
coufirleut that hem. gentlemen would get rid of 
the cmze that many of them posoessed with 
!'egttrd to bbck labour, and deal with the ques­
tion on its merits. He was wre they would 
then see the necessity for making the law so 
stringent thn,t there ,~·ould be no opportunities 
nffordecl for their own countrymen to commit 
abuoes of the kitH! he had referred to. The 
question was not one of coloured labour at all ; 
that rruestion had nnthing whatever to rlo with 
the Bill, tmd he should not refer to it. No 
Govcrn1ueut would be so inhun1ane as to atten1pt 
to interfere with the reasonable employment of 
these ahoriginal natives;;. J:very Governrnent, 
he believed, had recognised the neces8ity of 
the State doing all it could to make the 
condition of those aboriginals as enjoyaUle 
and comfortable as possible, so that their 
Hervices ruight be a.vailed of in ::mch a way 
as to mE~ke them beneficial to themselves. 
They ·wanted to see the unfortunate aboriginal:.:;, 
whom they were bound to protect, have lJruper 
protection. They were persons who rer1uirecl 
their most careful conoideration, and it was with 
that view only that the Bill was introduqed-· 
especially after considering the reports made by 
impartial public officers. In 1882, the Customs 
officer at Cooktown sent the following report to 
the officer in Brisbane :- · 

"I tlo my~elt' the honour to report, for the informa­
tion of tee hon. the Colonial Trt<Tlsurer, an nnsct:mly 
fcatnre in the mode of reerniting natiVL'"' to lJc em­
ployed under the l'earl-sllell and H0che-dc-mer Fh;heries 
Act or ltiSL whkh c.amc n11t1cr my pcr~onal ob"'-Cl'Yation 
on the afternoon of the lst instant.. 

''About the t:'llll of JmnUlXY last, two cutters, tenders 
on the 'Hcindecr' and •l)l:ide of the Logan,' fishing 
smackl-i, left this port for Townsvillc to obtain boys, aud 
rctnrncd, one on the 28th ultimo, the other on the 1st 
instant. 'vi.th eighteen natives of both sexes, varying in 
ages from nine to forty years, anll tn·ocnred, I lmve 
rea~on to believe, under very suspicious circumstances, 
at Hinchinhrook and Dunli: islands and in the vicinity 
of the Johust.one R.her. 

" Having entered into a compact to recruit in cam­
pan~·, UlJOll arrival here they dratted these boys and 
gius after the manner of sheep, each captain taking 
nine mixed sexes, and withont the least reference to 
the inclination of feelings induced by the filial or 
friendly instincts of the p·1rt1es concerned. some of 
whom, I know, manifested a strong aversion to being 
separated. 

"Amongst those who fe1l to the lot of Captain--, 
of the' Prlcle of the Logan,' was a girl eleven m· tweh·e 
years old-a mere child, comparatively, who must have 
ref'eived shameful treatment on the voyage between 
IImchinlJrook and here, as one who belonged to the 
' lteindeer' crew proeeeded on boartl the former vesRel, 
took forcible posse .... sion of this child. claimed her 11S his 
own, and actually dragged her by the wrist along the 
main thoroughfare ot' this town, despite my remon­
strances. until he secreted her in a public-lwuse-eYi­
dently for discreditable purposes. I immediately \vrote 
to the loeal inspector of volice, calling bis attention to 
this ~hamcfnl exhibition of brntality, who promvtly had 
the girl removed from her hiding den, and by order of 
the 110liee magi~trate l.;cpt in hb custody until means 
'vere a·railable of returning her to her natiYe island. 

" On the i'ollmving d}ty the remaining ~even teen \Yere 
engagetl by the ma.stf r of the · Reiudt:er' antl 'Prule 
of the Logan' before me, under the Pearl-shell and 
B&che-do-mer Fisht.·ry Act of 1831. 

·• These discreditable circumstances indicate a neces­
sity for Yigiblllt supervision in adulinbtering this Act in 
Xorthcrn Qneenslnnd, while, at all events, ~ome respect 
for iti'i regulations is iuculcaled by meting out an 
exemplary mcasnre of punishment to those whose lllegal 
:vractice"' hastened otsemtetmeHt, and who appear inclined 
to ignore eYery law, eivil or moral, to ealr)' out their 
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ungodly behests. I am aware, however, that the natives 
~Lloug- tl1e coast are far better otr when, and in most 
ca..,cs arc willing to be, usefully employed; but the 
mode ol' obtaining their ~ervices ~houlil, in t1te iutcrestt' 
or <·ottnnon hum:-mity', he more legitimately pnnmell 
tha,n 11y indiscriminately decoying them at ever.\' con­
venient point along the coast, irre,pective of age or .,ex." 
No action was taken on that report until :May, 
1884, when the Acting InnnignttionAgent wrote 
to the Colonial Secretary with re:;ard to a beche­
de-lner trader cttrrying- on business in the Loui­
Kiacle Archipelago, situated at the south-eastern 
extremity of ::'1 ew Guinea. He said--

" 'rhe 1111tives informed the Government. agent of the 
'Oeara,' just rPturncd from a labour cruise in that 
region, that he 'ravishes the women and Hogs his boys 
most unmercifully.' He is also said to engage Qneens­
land aboriginals from Cooktown, awl treat::; thclll \Yor.se 
than the islanders; he even shoots anyone of either race 
who com1nits the slighte0t offence." 
The Colonial Secretary immediately took action, 
and asked Mr. }'ahey to report. ::\Ir. }'ahey did 
so, and in Ins report referrecl to the report 
of 1882, which he had just CJ.Uoterl. That was 
the first intimation the present Colonial Secre­
tary had of the ,tate of afbirs referred to in the 
report of 1882. The l'olice 2\Iagistrate at Cook­
town had abo mflde a report, from which he 
quoted on the last occasion the Bill was before 
the Committee. He wuulcl now only read the 
introductory rernarks-

" In reference to the employment of the natives of 
the mainland of the Cape York Peninsula by the men 
eugaged in the bl'che-de~mer trade, some notion is 
urgently necessary to prevent the forCible abduction 
that is at present taking place daily on the unprotected 
northm·n coast, or rather to pla.c~e the employment of 
the said na,tivt~'~ uncler some sort of supervision." 
Hon. gentlemen wonld see that these men went 
to place8 vvhere the aboriginal!-3 congreg-ated­
where there were no white perRons-and in !J!J!J 
cases out of 1,000 those 11boriginals would be 
unable to give teKtimony in a court of law. Only 
those persons participating in the illegal action 
would be able to give evidence against then1 ; 
whilst there could he no moral doubt in any 
honest mind that fearful abuses had been con;­
mitted. And what did the Bill propose? Its 
provisions were n1ost hannles::;, and would not 
act oppressively on any perKon who wished to 
act fairly towards the aboriginals. It provided 
that no abori:;inal should be engaged on a vessel 
trading· from Qneensland to any port outside the 
colony, or from nne port of Queensland to 
another, unless engaged in the presence of the 
shippin:; master. That was practically the 
conrr>e of proceeding with regard to every 
white man on board vessels coming to the 
colony. Every white man protected him­
Relf by having his engagen1ent recorded on 
the articles of the ship, but aboriginals had not 
sufficient knowled:;e to protect themselves in 
that way. They engaged for hire, it was pre­
sumed, and whflt harm WfiR there in asking the 
captain to go through the same formality fls he 
did with regard to the white men he employer]? 
The Bill provided that the shipping nucster must 
satisfy himself that the aboriginals went on 
board of their own free will. It >tlso provided 
that when they were rlischarged they must go 
before the r>hipping Jaaster, in who~e presence 
their wages must l.Je paid-in fact, the Bill 
flfforderl the .,:tme protection to aboriginals fiR 
was now afforded by the law to white sailors. 
If n, pen;on could not account for having an 
abori:;inal on his vessel, he woulcl be held 
to have l>roken the law. The known enormities 
which had hitherto escaped pnnishment would go 
on to the discredit of the colony unle" the Bill be­
came law. He wrrs snrprisetl fit the Hon.::\Ir. :\bc­
pherson Kaying that the clause was an attempt at 
ex post facto le:;islation. \Vhen~ver they altered 
any bw they would be attem)Jtin:; ex post facto 
legislation, accordin:; to that view. \Vhen they 

restricted the actions of persons tlwy generally 
altered the law exi::.;ting previnm-ily, and he C'Hllcl 
not Ree any hard.ship i11 R<Lying that the lll:tti \'eH 
now on board a vesr>el :-;lwnlcl go before a :-;hip­
ping n1aster and be discharged in the same way 
as others, after the passing of the Bill. He 
hoped for the credit of the colony that hem. 
gentlemen would let the Bill pass substantially 
as it was introduced. 

The Hox. T. L. l\IUHRAY-PHIOH said he 
had listened attentively to the remarks of the 
Postnmster-G eneml, especially the first portion. 
He did not knc1W the officer who made the report 
read by the hon. gentleman, but if the matter 
was as deKcribed he did not think much of :m 
officer who took no action thereon. 

The POSTMASTERGEXERAL: He said 
he took Poction. 

The Ho:>. T. L. 11URRAY-PRIOR said he 
understood that no action was ta.ken-that he 
actually allowed a rnan to drng a girl through 
the streets of the town without punishing the 
man ; find he placer! very little reliance on what 
such a man said. The hon. g·entleman said tlmt 
recruiters went to }Jlaces were blacks congreg·ated, 
and that the bb.ckR were perfectly willing· to 
hire. But it wu,s a very gl'e::tt hrtl'Llship to 1nake 
anyone who wi::-;hed to hire those aboriginals go 
to the men at their own plac-e, allfl then take 
them before the nearest shipping master, who 
mi:;ht be at a con"iderable distance--to which 
the blacks mi~.:·ht be unwilling to :;o-and then 
bring them back to port and leave them to 
make their wa:v to their own people as best they 
could. He entirely differed from the rnstmaster­
General as to the black hbom craze. If &nch a 
thin:; existed it was with the party now in 
power, ''nd not with him. He had always been 
of opinion that he could employ a man, no matter 
what his colour was, under the Masters and 
Servants Act, and he was still of that opinion. 
Though he believed that the aboriginals should 
be protected, he did not see how it w''" to be 
clone by the Bill. The crintc:l spoken of were 
not such as woulcl he clone in the light, but in 
the dark, where the law could not touch the 
offenders ; and the harm that would he caused 
would be far greater than any benefit that could 
possibly accrue. 

The Hox. W. H. \V ALSH said that the 
Postmaster-General hfld spoken of men, women, 
find children being kidnapped at Hinchinbrook 
Island and taken to Cnoktown, but thflt was not 
a matter for which the Bill provided. Those 
peotJle, he presun1ed, \Vere sin1ply paRsengers on 
board, and could not be affected by a N atiYe 
Labourers l'rotection Bill. So far as he could 
see, it would he impnssible, if the Bill pas,;ed, 
for any master of a ship to do an act of humanity 
to any aboriginal with whorn he n1ight 1neet. 
It was well known to those who ktd mnny years' 
ac<JUaintance with the ports of the colony that 
the natives often swam off to veRSels, where they 
were well fed and where they worked while the 
vessels were in port. He had seen thousands 
swim off at \Vide Bay, find he lmd seen how 
useful they had been in assisting to unload; but 
the employment of those men, as they were now 
charitably, kindly, and usefnlly employed, would 
cnnstitnte a very gra,ve crhne, punishable in a, 

1nost excessive n1auner. Thrtt waR one objection. 

The POST:\IASTJ,H-G ENEHAL : It r loes not 
exist. 

The Hox. \Y. H. IVALSH: The 2nd clause 
said:-

'·No native labourer f:.ha1l be employed or carried on 
board of an.r vesf:.el trafling in Queensland waters unless 
he is carried on the ship·s articles in lilm manner as a. 
seama.n forming part of the crew of the vessel, and. hns 
been engaged to scn'e in accordance with the provision::; 
of this Act.' 1 
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'Gnder the circumRtances no captain cf a vessel 
would even dare to shelter any natives he might 
meet on his entering a port; and it would be 
dangerous for hiln to rescue any ::tboriginal:;.; he 
might find out at sea. The Bill was not recjuired; 
it would be extremely difficult to WOl'k, and 
excessively irritable to tho,e who were brought 
under its operations. Another point to be con­
sidered was the fact that alJOriginah were not 
a! ways the most faithful or permanent servants. 
They might allow themsehes to he enrolled and 
start on a voyage, and long lJefore jts terrnination 
jump overboard and swim to theirfriends. \Vhat 
was to become of the master of the vessel then? 
The 8th clause said :-

" If any such ve'ij~cl arrives in any port in Queensland 
having a Jr.;;;s number of ua,tive lalJonrers on board than 
nre carried on the ~hip's artieles, the maswr and owner 
shall eac~h he liable to a penalty not exceeding· oue hnn­
dred ponnds for every native labonrer f'O dcfieient in 
respect of whom stwh m ustrr or OWliel' shall not prove 
to the Ratisfaction or the eonrt that he has bCAll pre­
vented hy eh·cum~tances beyoncl his controli\•om bring­
ing sneb nat.ive lahonrer to sneh port." 

\Vhat chance had the captain of proving that the 
natives juntped overlHKLrd, ran a.wny, or de~erted? 
Smne snHpicimm officers wnnld say, "\Ve know 
better than that; you will have to ac-count for 
them, or we will fine you so much per head." 

The HoN. Sm A. H. PAL::\iER said that 
when the Bill w11s under discnssion in com­
mittee before he maintained that there was no 
occasion \Yh~ttever for it; that it was a piece of 
over-legislation; that it was truclding to J~xeter 
Hall and nothing else. He had since then looked 
through the Pearl-shell aml Beche- de- mer 
Fi.shery Act, and he found that every possible 
protection that could be given to nati\·e labourers 
and Polynesians was given under that Act. The 
11th cbuse said :-

"It shall not be lawful for any master or other perRon 
to employ any Polyneslan or native labourer in the 
pearl-shell or bl:che-dc-mcr fisherv unless nnder a 
written agreement recorded in the cnstom honse or 
shipping office nearest to the place where it is intcll{lecl 
to employ such labonrer, or under a license issued under 
the lll'Ovisious of the Jlacifie lsla,nl.lcrs .Pt·oteetion Act, 
187.~. 

"All engag-ements of Polynesia us or native labourers 
mart.e out of Queensland shall be strictly in fLC('Ol'dance 
with the shipping laws of the colony or country where 
made. 

"Any master or other person who employs any Jloly­
ne~ ian or native labourer in the pearl-shell or bCehe­
de·mer fishery otherwise Lhan as herein prescribed, or 
who faili:i to produce the agreement of any Jlolynesian 
or native labourer when required so to do by an o!liccr 
of customs or member of the police force, shall be 
liable to a penalty not exceeding ten pounds." 

He maintained that that was quite sufficient for 
their protection, if protection was necessary at 
all. He had maintained before when the Bill 
was under discussion that the native labourpr was 
as much protected as any white man. He was a 
subject of the Queen, and just the same laws 
applied to him as to any white man in the 
conntry. But under the Act from which he had 
quoted there w:ts no algerine process such as was 
now proposed to be carried out~the ship was 
not to be forfeited, nor was the master made 
liable to a penalty of £500 for a breach of the 
Act. The Committee had already decided that 
they would not agree to that, and he hoped 
they would not alter their minds. He had 
great hopes, when the Committee affirmed that 
they would not submit to such a heavy penalty 
being imposed, that thev would have seen no 
more of it, and he thought it would save a great 
deal of time if the Postmaster-General would 
take the sense of the Committee as to the 
recommittal of clause G. They were likely to 
have a great deal of argument over the remainder 
of the Bill, and it would be better to t:.ke 
the sense of the Committee as he suggested. 

He sincerely hoped, however, that the Com­
mittee would not alter their opinion with regard 
to the clause. Under the Pearl-shell and Beche­
de-mer Fisheries Act, the master of a vessel 
was not only linble to a penalty of £10, but 
also for the expenses of their maintenance 
if he failed to return his Polyncsian or native 
labourers to the proper place. But this was 
not the case in this Bill. Again, in clanse 
13, deaths and desertions lutcl to be reported, 
under a penalty not exceeding £10 and 
not less than £5. That, he maintained, 
was ample protection if any protection W3S 

wanted. As to the reports from Government 
officers with which the hon. Postmaster-General 
had favoured the Committee, he said when 
the hon. gentleman read extracts from them 
before that Lhe officers did not appear to under­
stand their duties, and he (Hon. Sir A. H. Palmer) 
was glad to find thn.t the Hon. lHr. Prior, who 
WttH not pre"lent on tha.t occa8ion, took the ;..\fil110 
view of the case. If they had <mly clone their dnty 
instead of devoting the time they had employed 
in pandering to what they thought were the 
prej Ll<lices of the Government, they would have 
done far more good. It was not the first time that 
Goverrnnent officer8 got an idea of the lJolicy 
the Government wished to pursue, ami then 
wrote reports to carry it out. He repeated that 
the pr<',ent htw would amply protect those 
labourers. Even the gentleman who made the 
terrible reports which had been referred to 
admitte<l that blacks engaged on vessels were far 
better off than they were when not so employed. 
It was notorious that blacks along the coast were 
frequently in a state of starvation. \Vith refer­
ence to the little girl who was said to have been 
treated so infamously, he said that was disgTaceful, 
and that the beast who ill-used her, if he did ill­
use her, should be Yery severely punished. But 
as to ravishing the won1an, anyone \vho kne·w 
anything about the habits of blacks knew that 
the blackR had no idea of chastity~that a fig of 
tobacco would purchase any woman. But 
further, if the provisions he had qnoted were not 
sufficient, the Government had the power under 
the 18th clnnse of the Beche-de-mer and Pearl­
shell Fisheries Act to make regulations. The 
Bill was not wanted. It was a piece of 
surplus legislation altogether. He thought 
it was a very great pity that it did not 
go through con11nittee at once, when it was 
under consideration before, bec,mse they had all 
to repeat the arguments which hacl been ad­
Yanced before, and which had alreacly been 
repented cul nauseam. He still maintained that 
the Bill was not necessary, and that the present 
law was quite sufficient. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said the 
hon. gentleman had said the Government were 
truckling to };xeter Hall. He had denied that 
on a former occasion, and he now repeated the 
denial that the Government were truckling to 
J~xeter Hall. That measure was an attempt to 
legislate in the interests of humanity. If the 
Exeter Hall people were also anxious to prese1·ve 
the human race from oppression and cruelty, he 
was very glad that the Government were in accord 
with them on such an important question. The 
hon gentleman said that the cases which had been 
alluded to could be dealt with under the existing 
law. He (the Postma,;ter-General) had endea­
voured to show that they could not, because, 
although there could be no moral doubt as to the 
committal of offences, there were no means of 
obtaining legal proof of them, inasmuch as there 
were no witnesses available whose e;·irlence 
could be taken in a court of law. 'fhe opera­
tion of the exi.,ting ~\et was confined to vessels 
engaged in the beche-de-mer and peml-shell 
fisheries. Although the Bill before the Com­
mittee was not intended to mete out punishment 
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for kidnapping, it indirectly prevented that 
offence being committed. That was where they 
got the remedy. The Bill saitl that no alJoriginal 
native should he carried between one port and 
any other port in ~ueensland unless he had 
been i9rmally engaged before a shipping master. 
The lttbourer had to appe:tr on the ship's articles. 
l-Ie contended that the fact of the master of a 
ve~;sel h:wing to account in that way for every 
aboriginal native tnken on board his :-:;hip rendered 
the commission of the offence to which he had 
referred ahnm;t irnposr::.ible, the rnnre so as very 
HeYere penaltieK wore hnpm.;ed for infractions of 
the provisions of the Dill. As he h,>d pointed 
out, aboriginals employer[ in the beche-de-mer 
fisheries were protected, and he did not see why 
natives engaged on other vessels were nOt 
entitled to equal protection. The protection 
that it was said was now afforded had proved 
insufficient. With reference to the reports 
which the hon. gentleman said pandered to 
the prejudices of the Government, the fact of 
the case was that the reports were sent in to a 
Ministry that had ceased to exist. He (the Post. 
master-General) did not know whether the Col­
lector of Customs pandered eo the prejudices of 
the previous Ministry. Judging by their actions 
he should not think that they were prejudiced in 
the direction of that Bill. The llon. gentleman 
seemed to think that the collector at Cooktown 
framed his report for the purpose of pandering 
to the prejudices of the present Government. 
l-Ie did nothing Llf the sort ; if he pandered 
to the prejudices of anybody it was to 
the prejudices of the late Government, as his 
report was made in 1882, some time before 
the present Government came into power. He 
(the Postmaster-General) was not going to repeat 
the argurnents he used on forrner occasions, 
but he would take that opportunity of referring 
to one statement ho had made previously. l-Ie 
had endeavoured before to show that that Bill 
woulrl not affect the case of aboriginals employed 
within the four corners of any harbonr in 
(,\neensland. It dealt with the removal of 
natives from one port to another. In the event 
of the name of any of them being· absent from 
the ship's articles, the captain had, of course, to 
account for the absence; but he was not liable, 
if he could show that the absence was occasioned 
by circumstances beyond his control. There was 
a special provisinn in the Bill, enabling persons 
accused of any offence against its provisions to 
give evidence in his own behalf. He did not 
wish to thrust the measure down the throats of 
hon. members, and was quite willing to take the 
sense of the Committee. He might, however, 
s:.ty that the measure was unanimously passed by 
the other House, and in view of that circum­
stance, he was desirous that the views of the 
Council mig-ht go before the Assembly in order 
that that Chamber might have an opportunity of 
considering thern. 

The HoN. Sm A. H. P ALMER said the hrm. 
gentleman had said that the Act quoted only 
referred to the beche·de-mer fisheries. He would 
like to know whether the vessels trading along the 
coast were engaged in anything else than the 
beche-de-mer and pearl-shell fisheries. He knew 
none. If the natives were ill-treated and kid­
napped by those vessels, and the Postmaster­
General would introduce a Bill to punish 
kidnn.pping with the severest penalties he 
could impose, even to the extent of making 
it piracy, it would have his strongest support. 
But a Bill like that, making masters and owners 
responsible for every little mistake they might 
make in carrying out the pro visions of the 
rneasure-rrlistake~ which it \Vas a.ln1ost impos~ 
sible to avoid-should not have his support. 
What the other House did had nothing to Llo with 
that Challlber. 

The HoN. A. C. GREGOllY said if the Bill 
were likely to effect the results which the hon. 

· Postmaster-General contended it would, it would 
certainly have his support; but when he found 
that there was nothing in it to justify that con­
clusion, and that it was simply a restrictive piece 
of legislation to prevent any aboriginal being 
employed on bmtrd c<msting vessels, he would not 
vote for the me:>snre. It appeLtred to him that 
there was ample provision in the existing law for 
the protection of those native:.. \Vho were 
muployed in the bcche-de-mer and pearl-shell 
fisheries. 'What would be the effect of the Bill 
if it became law ? \Yhy, a master would not be 
able to get a,boriginaJs to asBist in working his 
vessel from one port to another unless he got 
them at a place where there was a shipping 
master or collector of customs. _ \.nd looking 
further into the Bill he found that-

" rrhe provisions of this Act shall not a11ply to any 
native labourer who is employed as a boa,tman on bottrd 
of any boat in any port in Queensland with the sanction 
in writing of the principal ofti.eer of customs of that port." 
According to that a bbckfellow coald not be taken 
clown the river to the Bay on a fishing excursion 
without firot obtaining the permission of the 
Collector of Customs. And when he examined 
the measure throughout he conld not discover 
anything which, had it been law, would have pre­
vented the attacks which were reported to have 
been made on aboriginals in theN orth. There was 
nothing in the Bill that would have prevented the 
alleged seizing of a black gin and dragging her 
through the streets. He regarded it as a sort of 
make- believe Bill. If passed, it would really not 
prove more effectual, simply because it imposed 
heavierpenalties, which might be inflicted on per­
sons who had no money to pay them. They all 
kne\v that when excessive penalties \Vere hn~ 
posed the result was that prosecutions were 
seldom instituted. ·when sheep-stealing was 
punished by hang-ing there were ten times more 
sheep stolen than under the milder system. l-Ie 
would vote against the Bill. 

The Ho~. J. TAYLOH said he should most 
decidedly vote against the Bill. He looked upon 
it as the most severe and outrageous Bill ever 
brought before Parliament. Although the 
present Government and the late Government 
might have great faith in the Government 
officers in theN orth, he did not believe that one 
quarter of what was stated in their reports was 
true. };verybody knew perfectly well that 
officers were inclined to make the most out­
rageous reports in order to please the head of the 
Government of the day or the head of their 
department. He did not believe that the 
statement that the blacks had been seized was cor­
rect. He was of opinion that they went llll board 
willingly. He had had a good deal to do with 
blacks in his time during the last forty years, 
and he was satisfied that they were not so 
easily duped as the Postmaster-General imagined. 
He regarded the penalties imposed as something 
outrageous. Clause G provided that:-

" If any vessel trading in Queensland waters carries 
any natiYe labourer1vith respect to whom the provisions 
of this Act lutYe not been observed, such vessel and her 
cargo shall be liable to be forfeited to Her J\'lnjf'st.y, and 
the master and 0\Yner shall be jointly a.nd severally liable 
to a penalty not exeeeding five hundred pounds." 
\Vho in the name of patience ever heard of such 
a provision as that before ? It was heavy enough 
for almost the greatest offence that mortal nmn 
could commit. If a man left port with ten 
blacks and came back with nine, he would be 
liable to that penalty. And in chtnse 7 it was 
stated that-

" If the master or owner of any such vessel, or any 
other person, db;eharges <Lnative labonrcr who has been 
employer! on hoard of any ::-:nch vcsf'el or pays his wages 
otllcnvisc th~Lll a.-5 hcrctn providrcl, he slmll be liable to a 
penalty not exeeeclino Jifty pouncl~." 
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That was an enormous penalty. He supposed 
the Uovernmcnt we1·e short of funds, and that 
the fines inflieted undm· the Bill would he placed 
to the credit of the Consolidated Revenue. 
Clause 8 stated that :~ 

"'If any ~uch vc:-;sel anivcs in any port in Qu:<ens­
la nd having a lc;;;;s nnm ber of native labourers on J)oard 
than arc carried on the ship's article::<, the llta..:ster and 
owHcr ~hall each be lialJle to a penalty not cxecc'ling 
one lmndred ponmls for every natiYc labonrer so 
d('Ji<~il'nt in respect ot· whom ~neh nut:-;Ler or owner 
shall not prove to tile satisfaction of the court t.lmt he 
ha~ hecn prcvente<l lJ.Y circum;.;~iinec~ beron!'l his <'ou­
trol rrom bringiug ~lwlt native lalFmrer to such port." 
l: ndcr that ]Jl'OYisiou, if a Ym;sel sailed out of 
Cooktown, ~:-ty, with ten labourers un brH1rd, and 
cmne lmck with nine, the master would be liable 
to be tried before the police ruagistmtc who ma<le 
one of those reports, and what would be his 
chance? \Vhy, the man would be fined £100 with­
out the slightest hesitation ! 'l'hen in clause 9 
it was provided :~ 

''All oticnecs againgt either of the two last preceding 
sections of this Aet lllay be prosecuted in a sunnnary 
way before any two justices." 
'rhey knew what sort of officers they had to 
adrninioter the Act, and a precious mess they 
would make of it. He should vote ugainst the 
Bill, nnd he hoped that the question whether 
the Bill would be gone on with would be decided 
on the 7th clause. 

The Hox. A. J. THY:'\1'\E said a good deal 
had been said reo;pecting the report <juoted by 
the hon. the Postmaster-General, and, while he 
could not say anything respecting the Police 
::1-Iagistrate at Cnoktown, he could not allow the 
rem:trks that had been made by sorue hon. 
members reflecting on the Collector of Customs at 
Cooktown to paos without notice. He believed 
that every word that gentleman had entered in 
his report was strictly true. He did not believe 
he was a rnan capable of distorting anything in 
an extrava,gant way for u.ny cli~hone~t or i1nproper 
pnrpose. He quite believed th,,t there ha.d been 
offences committed in the northern parts of 
queeusl»nd against the blacks, which ought not 
to be allowed to contiuue ; but at the same 
time he must s'ty that the discns;;ion which had 
taken place appeared to be somewhat beside 
the real rtuestion they had to determine. That 
question appeared to him to be one as to whether 
the Committee would give its sanction to the 
apparently extreme penalties provided by the 
Bill. It did not appear to be so much a <Juestion 
as to whether penalties should be provided, or 
wltether the offences mentioned should be 
creltte<l, as whether the enormous penalty 
of forfeiture of a vessel and fines such as 
£500, £100, and £50, as were mentioned in 
the different clauses, should be adopted. If 
that Chamber shoulrl now give an expre'Sion 
of opinion tlu't the Bill should not pass in its 
present shape, he thought it would be doing 
itself an injustice to some extent, bec.c111se the con­
clusion that would be drawn from the vote, 
unf,wourable to the general severity of the Bill, 
would be tlutt they were not in favour of 
legislating at all on the subject. 

The Ho:-r. \V. H. \VALSH: There is no 
necessity for it. 

The HoN. A. J. THYNNE : That possibly 
might be a second question which would be mixed 
up in a very awkward way with the question of 
tbe severity of the penalties. He merely wished to 
call attention to the circumstance, which possibly 
might have escaped the attention of the Post­
master-General, that the Bill might still pass 
with less severe penalties than had been provided 
in it, and creating offencf.'S ·which \Vonld be 
pnnisb<tble by htw. He was not in f:tvour of the 
extremely severe penalties that were imp<>sed, 
but would be in favour of moderate penalties 

that would be likely to be ca,rriecl into effect, 
and not such as would probably defeat the 
object of the prosecution. They often saw, 
in cases where life and death depended on 
the result of the verdict of the jury, that 
ju1·yrnen would not agree to a verdict of guilty, 
although they might in other respects be fully 
cnnvinced of the guilt of the party charged. 
That was a thing that Crown l'rosecntors and 
the Attomey-Cieneral h<tdalways to look m1t fm in 
nmrder cases~tlmt the extremity of the penalty 
deterred jnryn1en frmu ~leciding in fa,vourof a con­
,·iction ; ami under the Bill he s:ti<l that forfeitnre 
of a. ves::-:el, worth 1 >Crlla.ps thouf:lands of J>01U1d:::-:, and 
a permlty of £100 or :<:500, would probably he 
:-;nch as tn deter 111011 frmu cmuing to a cnndu~iPn 
that. an otficence had been committed. If the Bill 
were shaped in some slightly different form a 
very great irllprovmncnt rnight Le nutde in it. 
I; nder section 2 no native laLourcr could be 
carried on board a vessel unles:-) he was on the 
ship's article::;. The 1nere acto£ carrying a native 
ln bom·er on board a vessel exposed the owner or 
ma,ter to prosecution. He (Hon. 1\lr. 'Ihynne) 
was not in favour of having such very stringent 
laws and severe penalties enacted, which he 
thought after a time would prevent the Act 
being enforced at all. 

The Hox. \V. D. BOX s1tid it uppeared to 
him that the discussion which had taken place 
ought to have taken place on the second reading 
of the Bill. 'rhey had distinctly decided by a 
vote of the House that the Bill should be read a 
o;ec<md time, and he considered that it was now 
their duty to try and amend it so as to make it 
as ncceptable as possible, and not to act in such 
a way as to reject it enti1·ely. The Bill was Yery 
fairly explained by the hon. gentleman who 
introduce<l it, and 'vho gave very goocl rea.sons 
for it. He stated that as the law now 
stood it was not sufficient to deal with 
abuses that existed, and it therefore re­
q uirerl to be 'tlltended. The Bill was rea cl a 
:-;econd tirnc without. diviHion, nnd yet it now 
sc~1ued as if several hon. Ineiuber~:J in Counuittee 
intended to throw it ont altogether. Let them 
reduce the penalties by all means if the majority 
thought they should be reduced ; but it appeared 
to him that if they omitte<l the clause under discus­
sion it would practically mean shelving the Bill. 
Up to the present time a very valuable discussion 
had taken place; but he could not help thinking 
that as aboriginnh; were British subjects they 
were protected by the existing laws; but the 
hon. the Postmaster-Geneml had pointed out 
that those laws were not sufficient, and he there­
fore asked the House to acce]Jt the Bill. He 
certainly thoug-ht they should not attempt to 
reject it entirely, but to amend it in such a 
manner as to make it as perfect a measure as 
possible. 

The POSTMASTER-GEKERAL said when 
he expressed his willingness to take a test divi­
sion on the clause under discussion to decide the 
fate of the Bill, he did so because every argu­
ment that had been adduced was not directed to 
the clause itself but to the main principle 
of the Bill. Since he had made that pro­
position~in fact, whi.Je the Hon. Mr. Box 
was speaking~an idea had occurred to 
him which he thought would be pre­
ferable. That was that he should move that 
the chairman leave the chair, report no fmther 
progress, and ask leave to sit again, .say to~ 
morrow; and then those hon. gentlemen who 
were in favour of shelving the Bill could move an 
amendment that the Chairman usk leave to sit 
aiT>tin that day Hix months. They would in tlu1t 
,;ay be able to get the opinion of the House 
upon the principle of the Bill. lf there 
were a ruajority in favour u£ guing on with 
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the Bill he should do so, aml submit to his fate 
so far as the penalties were concerned. That 
appeared to him a reasonable and s''tisfactory 
way of getting out of the difliculty. He there­
fore moved that the Chairman leave the chair, 
report no further pmgress, ttnd ask lettve to sit 
again. 

The Ho~. IV. H. IVALSH saiL! the Hon. ::\Ir. 
Thynne had referred to the Collector of Customs 
at Cooktown, ancl he (Hon. l'rir. \Valsh) \Vtl,s ttlso 
anxiou8 to ::;ay something in defenc~ of that gentle­
man. He did not defend the violent letter he 
had written with respect to the capture of the 
aboriginals mentioned, hut he could .•:tfely olLY 
of that officer, whom he had known almost 
since he was a child~at any mte, since he was a 
boy who httd grown np in the sen-ice-that there 
\Va.s not a 1nm·e efficient, honest, or useful ofti.cer 
in the Public Service. 

The Ho~. T. L. 2:\IUIUlAY-PlUOE wished 
to state that he had no knowledge whatever of 
the Collector of Customs at Cooktown. He 
merely took the bets as the hon. the Pm;trnaster­
General had given them, and his remarks he 
still maintained were perfectly correct. \Vith 
regard to the observations of the Hon. J\Ir. Box, 
they ttppeared to him to go entirely in favour of 
shelving the Bill. The hon. gentleman said 
that the ntttives were under the same laws as 
the white residents of the colony. and would be 
protected by those lttws, but that the hon. the 
Postmaster-General had explained to him that 
those laws were, unfortunately, insufficient to 
dettl with the matter. But in " country like 
Queensland, where the distance from police pro­
tection, in tnany cases, 'vas so great, the tiatne 
outrages would occur, which could not be brought 
under the law ; ttnd that would really be the case 
under the Bill. 

Questicn put and passed ; and the House 
having restuned-

The POSTMASTJ<~R-GJ<;:-n<;RAL moved tlmt 
the Committee have leave to sit again to-
ll10!'I'OW. 

The HoN. IV. H. IVALSH, moved, as an 
atnendment, that the word "to-n1o1ToW " be 
omitted with the view of inserting " this day six 
1nonths." 
Question~That the word proposed to be 

omitted stand part of the question~put, and 
the House divided:~ 

Co.xrE.xTs, 12. 
The Hons. C. S. 3Iein, .L J. 1'hynne, K. I. O'Dohert_y. 

G. King, lV. D. l~ox, VV. G. Power, J. C. Ileussler, 
J. C. ~myth, J. Swan, lV". Pettigrcw, VV. Graham, and 
A. Raff. 

No.x-Col\"Tt~r.-T.s, 6. 
The lions. W. IL Walsh. F. IL Hart., P. ~IacphersoJJ, 

T. L. :\:Iurrcty-Prior, A, C. Gregory, and J. r:l'aylor. 
llesol ved in the affirmative. 
Question put and passed. 

GY.:HPm GAS COMPANY BILL~ 
SECO::\'D READING. 

The HoN. P. MACPHERSON said : Hon. 
gentlgmen,~This is a Bill to enable the Gym pie 
Gas Company (Limited), incorporated under the 
provisions of the Companies Act, 1883, to light 
with gas the goldfields of Gym pie, and for other 
purposes therein mentioned. In moving the 
second reading I may inform the House that 
the leading provisions are similar to those in 
the Acts which have been previously passed by 
this House for the purpose of supplying gas 
to the principal towns of the colony. It can 
hardly be doubted that the Bill will be of benefit 
to the people of Gyrnpie ; and the only persnns 
interested~nttmely, the municipttlity~have inti­
mate<!, thrmu;h their m'wor, to the Committee of 
the other House which ]'assed this Bill, that the 

operation of the Bill \Yill be beneficial to the 
municipality. I have said tlmt the provisions of 
the Bill are to a considemble extent similar to 
those of other l3ills passed for a like 1 •Urpooe. 
ThAre is, however, one irnportant exception, to 
which I will draw the attention of the House, as 
it mav he nsefnl when we come to consider the 
Bill in cnnnnittee-thnt iH, the provision con­
tained in the 38th section :~ 

"At any time after the eX)liration of fonrtern years 
from the vassmg ot' tllis Act, the local antbority within 
wlw~e juri:-;dietion the company earties on its operations 
llUlY pnreha:o;c and t~tkc lrom the ('Olllllany the whole (,f 
th(~~lands, hnildlng-s, work:-;, main~, pipes, an(l apparatus 
of the company on ~neh hrms as to a.scertaimnenL and 
payment of the pnrcha:~c money as may be from time 
prescribed by rarliament. 

"In the e-.;;ent of the company r-nrryin~ on it~ opera­
tlons within the jnri~diction of more than one local 
anthority, :-;uch pm·ehase may be made by sueh one nf 
the local authorities as may be prescribed by Parlia­
ment." 
I believe that this provision will in every .respect 
meet with the f'anction of this House. It is a 
rnost excellent provision, and it is a provision, aR 

I have said before, omitted in previous Acts; and 
I think it goe, to a large extent to make this " 
good Bill. I do not think I need add any more 
in reference to the Bill let pn''ent, and I there­
fore move the second reading. 

Question put and passed, and the committal 
of the Bill made an Order of the Day for to­
rnorrow. 

l'rL\.llYl30IWUGH TOWN HALL BILL~ 
SECOND llEADING. 

The Ho~. P. MACPHERSON said: Hon. 
gentlemen,~This is a Bill to enable the council 
of the municipality of J\laryborough to sell or 
rnortgage certain land granted to the said 
council as a ,,ite for the erection of a new town 
hall on other land granted to the said council as 
a re<o:erve for a to\vn hall. In rnoYiug the 
second reading of the Bill I hm·e merely 
to state that its objects ttre what nrc state<! 
in the title. Jn the year lS(i:-1 a SlHall piece 
of bnd was gmnted by the Govemment to 
the rrmnicipality of l'riaryborongh, for the pur­
pose of erecting a town hall. On this allotment 
of land the council erected a wooden building. 
The area of the land was so small th,1t it was 
found not sufficient on which to erect a building 
suitable to the requirements of the munici­
pality. In consequence of that, the Government 
granted to the council in 1882 another piece 
of land, in the vicinity of the former grant, for 
the purpose of erecting'" new town hall. The coun­
cil now propose to dispose of the land on which 
the present town hall is erected, tog-ether with 
the building, and to apply the proceeds in and 
towards the erection upon the second grant of a 
building in all respects more suitable to the 
town of 3\Iaryborough, con~ddering its poHition 
as one of the leading towns of the colony. The 
evidence was, of course, taken before a cmnnlit­
tee appointed in another place, and I will read 
a pttrt of that given by the mayor of the muni­
cipality, Mr. Freclerick Bryant :~ 

"Yon understand the object of this committee is to 
inquire into the petition of the council of the munici­
pality of ::nary borough for leave to sell or mortgage land 
granted to tlte corporation ns a site for a tmvn hall, and 
to invest the proceeds in building- another town hall on 
another site gra.nted for the same lJUrpoRe; and for 
which a BHl has been introduced in Parliament:- Ye:;, 

"rrhis [JJI"I)(hW;/1(1 it] iS the petition Of the HlUlliCipal 
council of1Iaryborough? Yes. 

"Is that the petition of the whole council: were there 
any dissentients:- Xo dil'~>Jentients. 

"Have any :;;ectton of' the pnblie protested in any way 
against this petition: Xot the s:ightest. 

''Have you eYery reason to bel1eve that this petition 
meets with the a.pproYal of t1Je 1 eople of 1Iary1Jorongll, 
as well al::l the corporation;- I have. 
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'~Have there been any objections rabed to the proposal 
of the c mncil from any partit-"~? I have heard of none. 

" ''r-m you explain to the committee for what reason 
it is desirable to httvc a new town hall~ The present 
area of land 1s quite insuflicient for the a.ccommoclation 
of the council, an(l the building on it being a wooden 
structure, it is nr tat all suita.ble to the requiremenb of 
l\Iaryborongh. 

" You a.sk for pm-vm·.s under this BHl, to either ~ell or 
mortgage this land~ Yes. 

" "ronld the object of the Bill be attained if you only 
had t.hc ])mvm· to mortgage~ The ohject of the mort­
gage clansc i~, iu order t.hat, if we do not lilm the price 
obtainable-if we do not make a sale-we shonlr1 he 
ernpmvered to hold on longer, to realise the highc<;t IH'ice 
we can get. In the meantime, it \YOn 1cl not delay the 
building if we are able to raise money upon the land." 
I will also read part of the evidence of J\Ir. 
Annear, who w:ts examined before the com­
mittee:-

"You are aware, l\Ir.~lnnear, that the objectofthis cmn­
mittce is to ill(lllire inl-.o the petition of the council of 
the mmticipality of Ma.ryborough for leave to introduce 
a Bill to enable them to sell or mortgage certain land, 
&c. r Yes. 

"For 'vhieh a Bill i~ introduced into Parliament~ 
Yes. 

"You arc an old resiclent of ::\Iaryborough? Yes; for 
seventeen years. 

"Yott were an alderman in the corporation? I have 
been an alderman fo1· fourteen years ; and I am an 
alderman now. 

'
1 Of the municipal council of ::\Iarybol·ough? Yes. 

"\Yill you inform the committee what are the reHsons 
which ha Ye induced the m nnicipal eouncil of ::nary­
borough to bring in thi:-3 Bill and to ask for leave to sell 
or mortgage this land? At the present time the build­
ing m;ed by the couneil, their property, is a. wooc1en 
one only. \\~e have another site-a bet,t.cr site; and the 
proceeds -·which will arise from the sale of the present 
town hall and the land on which it stands, should the 
Bill pass, will be ~olely devoted to the erection of either 
a stone or brick building of a p~rmanent clmracter, t'or 
the purposes of the town hall of l\Iaryborough~ on the 
new site. 

"\Yas the petition on the l_Jart of the couuci1 passed 
unnnimously? Yes. 

"'l'he pnblic of }faryhorough, have they in an.f way 
contradicted the action of t.he council r Thr. public of 
~Iaryborough, as far as I know, fully endorse, unani­
mously, the action of the council.'' 
I do not propose to ren.d any more of the evi­
dence, and l think I have said sufficient to 
justify me in asking the House to pass the second 
reading of this Bill. 

The Ho:-~. vV. D. BOX srtid: I do not offer 
any objection to the second reading of this Bill. 
I think it is desirable thrtt the municipality of 
1Iaryborough should have power to n1ortga.ge 
the land and apply the proceeds to the erection 
of a new town ha.ll. I object, however, to power 
being given them to sell the land. It was gmnted 
to the municipality and t.heir heirs for ever. If 
the council sell the land they will lose the in­
come that they might otherwise derive from it. 
As I said before, I think they rrmy fairly be 
entitled to mortgage the land, but not to sell it. 
lf I find any support among hon. members I 
shall endeavonr in corPmittee to ttlter the Bill 
to the extent of prohibiting the power of sale. 
I do not know what views other hon. rnembers 
may entertain on the question. 

The HoN. J. 'l'AYLOR said: I quite differ 
with the last speaker. If I am in the Holme 
when this matter comes before the committee, 
I shall oppn~e rnortgaging in any ~mnse whatever; 
I shall insist upon the Bill only giving the 
council power to sell so that they may at once 
derive the full benefit from th~ land. I object 
to the practice of mortgaging public buildings. 
In thiJ-; catle if the ]Jo\ver to rnortgage is given, a 
cousrderable sum will he required annually to 
pay the interest on the money borrowed, and 
tlmt will have to come out of the pockets of the 
ratej'ayers. I shall oppm;e the power to mortgage 
in every poooible way. 

The Hox. A. 0. GREGORY 'aiel: As the 
question of n1ortgaging or Nelling has been 
referred to I may state that, as br as my ex­
perience h~ti:i gone, it is very undesirable to give 
t.he pcnver to n1ortgage, because you cannot get 
any rnoney advanced upon the property unlP.-;s 
the mortgagee ha, power to sell in default of the 
interest being paid. If the land were mortgaged 
it would certainly be sold in the encl under 
conditions which would most likely <1epreciate 
the >mwunt receh eel by the municipality. This 
Bill 8een1s to rue to carry out a systmn son1ewhat 
similar to that which w:ts in force many years 
ago in X ew South \Vales, where persons obtained 
grants of land without the slightest intention of 
utilising them ; and as soon as the property 
becrtme valuable they applied to Parliament­
or rather the Government in those days-for 
power to sell, and then obtained 'mother grant, 
and the same process went on with reg>1rd 
to the second, the third, the fourth, and 
so on. Our laws have been framed with the 
Yiew of preYenting such a system as far as 
po"ible. Another phase of the case is this : 
that here in Brisbane when the corporation 
wanted to sell their town hall, they were told 
th,tt they rmmt buy another site themselves, and 
they haLl to pay £5,000 for it. The Maryborough 
Oonncil had a new site given them, and there­
fore received " privilege which was refused to 
Brisb>tne. I simply mention these two cases as 
illustrations of what the course proposed may 
lea'l to. \V e know how matters of this kind 
spread, and there is no telling- where they will encl. 
~\ great mistake was made in the lYiaryhorough 
case, I think, in making the second grant. 
The council having got their second grant have 
now two pieces of land ; and under the circum­
stances it 'eems to me desirable that they should 
be allowed to build upon the best ot the two 
sites. I know that the position of the present 
town hall is not suitable for a rising place like 
Maryborough. I therefore think it is better to 
allow the Bill to pass. At the same time we can 
express our opinion that the system is injudi­
cious, as, if it is allowed, local bodies will not 
depend on their own resources, and the principle 
of self-reliance will he almost destroyed. I 
think it would be a wiser plan not to allow the 
power of mortgage to the corporation of Mary­
borough. As has been pointed out, if the land 
were mortgaged the council would have to pay a 
ln.rge stun of nwney a~ interest every year, and, 
as far as I understaml it, they n.re not forced to 
sell at once, as the present town lutll will he 
sufficient for a few years. vVhen the Bill gets 
into committee it may, in my opinion, be 
reasonably amended in the direction indicated. 

The HoN. G. KING said: The mayor of 
:\Iaryborough, when examined before the com­
mittee said :-

" If \YC mortgaged the property, and it increased very 
considerably, its va.lue mtght exceed the amount that 
would be rc(1nirecl for the new tmvn hall. But, per­
sonally, I should have no objection to that prm iso 
being Struck out." 
I think that ought to weigh with us very con· 
siderably. 

The HoN. A. J. THYNKE said: I concur 
with what thg Hon. Mr. Gregory has said with 
respect to the difference between the corpora• 
tions of Brisbane and lYhryborough. ·when the 
Bill for the sale of the town hall in Brisbane 
was before this House, I opposer! it in conjunc• 
tion with the late J\Ir. Edmondstone, andchiefly 
on the ground that the corporation having boug·ht 
as their own property a new site, they had 
the right, irrespective of parliamentary sanction, 
of selling it. \Vhen the money derhed from the 
s<tlc of the land is applied to the erection of "new 
town hall, the (~overn:nent lose all control over 
it. In the caoe of l\Iaryborough, in the Bill 
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before UR, it is provided that the money must be 
applied to building a new town hall, and to no 
other purpose whatever. Therefore there is not 
the same reason for opposing this Bill as I had for 
orposing the Bri."baneTown Hall Bill. I do uot see 
any serious objection to this measure. As far as 
1 understand the promoters of it, it is not their 
intention to go in for a long loan ; but it would 
be very convenient for them to sell the land~­
possibly upon terms-in order that they might be 
able to proceed with the new building. They 
do not desire any long-winded loans, which, 
would no doubt prove a loss to the council in 
the end. I take it that if thev are in immediate 
need, it would be a matter of 'business with them 
to go to the bank and get a tempor:1ry overdraft 
pending the completion of the sale. \Ve know 
that if the lands were solr1 for cnsh it would be 
subject to a very large discount on itH value. 

Question put and passed. 
On motion of the HoN. P. JVIACPHERSON, 

the committal of the Bill was made an Order of 
the Day for to-morrow. 

PETTIGREW ESTATE ENABLING BILL. 
The HoN. \V. H. \VALSH said: In moving 

the seconrl rmtding of this Bill, I have first to 
explain that I have been requested to take 
charge of the measure, and that it originated in 
another Ch:1mher. It arose out of a petition 
presented to the Legislative Assembly. That 
petition wns referred to a select committee, the 
report of which ;,,, I believe, in the hands 
of hon. members. The petition set out that 
the trustees of the late Mr. ,J olm Pettigrew 
required Parliamentary :1ssistance to enable 
them to work the property in their lumds to the 
best advantage. I take it for granted that the 
matter could not have been decided by the 
Supreme Court, or it would have been referred 
to the jndg·es, but the trustees finding themselves 
in a difficult position, felt called upon to do that 
which they are not enabled to do by the 
will itself; and after pointing out the diffi­
culties of the case to the mem!Jers of the family 
who are interested, and who acquiesce in the 
]Jresent action, they determined to come to 
Parliament and :1sk for such power as by some 
mistake or other the testator has omitted to 
give them by his will. The Bill explains itself, 
and seems to be a recapitulation of what appears 
in the petition, and also of what was given in 
evidence before the Select Committee. I feel 
confident that the trustees :1re justified in coming 
before Parliament to get this Bill passed, and 
therefore 1 have much pleasure in proposing the 
second reading. I may state further that, as the 
evidence shows, every member of this family 
seems to have been consulted in the steps now 
taken, and the son, who is the most interested of 
all, is a party to the Bill, and is anxious that it 
should be passed by P:1rliament. He refuses in 
any way to participate in the opportunities held 
out to him of becoming a partner in the business. 
It is provided in the will that when he attains the 
the age of twenty-one years he is to be offered a 
partnership in the business, but that he distinctly 
declines, and is, as I have already said, the most 
pronounced in his desire th:1t the steps taken 
by the trustees should be approved of by the 
House. I do not think it nece;;sary to say any­
thing further on the subject; if any hon. 
gentleman would like to obtain any more infor­
mation, I shall be very happy to give it when 
the Bill is in committee. I think I have said 
quite enough to induce hon. gentlemen to pass 
the second reading. I move that the Bill be 
now read a second time. 

The HoN. A. ,J. THYNNE said : I h:1ve read 
through the evidence contained in the report of 
the Select Committee on the !lill. nncllmve come 

].88-t-!-l 

to the conclusion thnt it would be an advantage 
to everybody connected with the estate that the 
Bill should pass. This case furnishes an example 
of the way in w hi eh a business which is left to 
trustees or executors to be carried on as it 
was carried on under the testator may often 
result. \Vhen the head of a business like that 
conducted by the late Mr. John Pettigrew is 
removed from it, the vitality of the business dis­
appears also; and it certainly disappears, from 
the results which have been obtained up to the 
]Jresent by the trustees who manage the estate. 
'rhe results have not been equal to what the 
late Mr. John Pettigrew would have realised. 
He had tried the experiment of leaving his busi­
ness to be conducted and carried on in a certain 
way, hoping that it would be as profitable as he 
found it ; but I think that course is one which will 
not usually commend itself to people having a busi­
ness of that kind. I agree with the Hon. Mr. W alsh 
in what he said when he called attention to the 
salient points on which the Bill has been framed. 
The consent of everybody who can possibly be 
affected by the measure seems to have been 
obtained. If the estate is to be carried on 
in its present condition it is almost certain to 
end in serious loss and disaster to the whole 
estate. I believe the hon. gentleman who intro­
duced the measure was also quite correct in 
saying that the Supreme Court has not the 
power to give the remedy asked for in this 
Bill. 

The HoN. A. C. GREGORY said: The Bill 
before us is, I think, an illustration of cases 
that often happen, in which a man having a 
business thinks it can be carried on equally well 
by trustees, and therefore makes a will in which 
he restricts them to certain conditions which are 
found not to work satisfactorily. Some people 
might think that the defect in this case lay with 
the trustees, but it is a very different thing to carry 
on a general business where one is the principal 
and can go into transactions and close bargains 
forthwith-without referring to anyone or being 
responsible to anyone, and to be in the position 
of a trustee who is obliged perhaps to consult his 
eo-trustees, or to carry on in such a formal 
manner as to be able to show that what he ha• 
done was the best to be done at the moment. I du 
not think that any reflection at all can fall upon 
the trustees, because they have not been able to 
make the business as profitable as it was under 
the deceased principal, bec:1use their hands are 
so absolutely tied that I do not see how they 
can conduct the business advantageously, and 
especially a business of the character that this 
is. I think this is a case that can hardly 
be remedied by the Supreme Court, and the only 
1·elief available seems to be the passing of this 
Bill. I shall therefore support it. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said: I did 
not intend to address the House npon this 
matter, but as one or two observations have 
fallen from hem. members which might lead 
outsiders who may not have the evidence before 
them to come to the conclusion that there had 
been some mismanagement on the p:1rt of the 
trustees, I will detain hon. gentlemen with a 
few remarks. The necessity for this Bill has 
arisen from the fact that the test:\ tor directed 
his trustees to carry on his business for a 
long term of years, and did not clothe them with 
any discretion as to the disposal of the business 
before the arrival of his youngest son at the age 
oftwenty-one yea.rs; and he added this restriction, 
that the trustees were not to employ, in carrying 
on the business, more than a specified sum of 
money, which turned out to be considerably 
less than the amount that he himself had 
employed in successfully carrying it on. It 
iR very clearly shown by the evjcjence taken 
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before the Select Committee that the trnstee,s 
were expected, under the strict letter of the will, 
to carry on the lmsine" with £1:2,000, while the 
testator himself had l1een actually employing­
£18,000, The result of the e.utieip;1tinns of the 
testator have not been realised, and it cannot 
be expected that gentlemen occnpying a, fidLlCiary 
position will be able to conduct a mercantile 
buRine~.s in the sa,me n1anner a,:;.; <1 gentleman who 
had only that business to engross his attention. 
It is clearly to the intere:;t of <tll the parties con­
cerned that the discretion which, under ordin<try 
circumstances, a testator repm.;e~ jn hi8 execntor:-:; 
should be conferred upon these executors; and 
under these circumstances I think the House 
will be acting \Visely if they give the tnmtees 
the power of doing what the testator would 
probably have none had hi' attention been 
specifically drawn to it when he drew hi' \\'ill. 

Que,tion put and passed ; :tnd committal of 
the Bill made rm Order of the IJny for to-
111<Jrrow. 

PHAR;\fACY BILL-CO:'\DHTTKE. 
On the Order of the Day being reo,d, the 

House went into Committee of the \\Thole to 
further consider this Bill in detail. 

Cla,nRes 6 to !l, inclusive, pa~sed n.s printerl. 
{Jn clause 10, as follows > · 
"The members of the boal'll ~hall elect 011c of their 

number ns pre:"ident. 
"A quornm of the borml shall con~ist of not le~i< t bn.n 

thr1'e memberf' thereof. 
" The lH'e,""ident 'vhen }wesent :;hall preside at all 

meetings of the hoard, and in the eyent or his ah.-;dwc 
fl'Olu any meeting, on•~ of tile memhi'l's present ~lmll he 
eleded <~ltairmau ot tllrtt meC"tin_g·. 

'' rt'he board may, frOHl till!e to time. appoint :md 
remove a regi:strm· and otller olticers.'· 

The Hox. A .• J. 'l'HY:\':'\E ll1nYed tlmt nfter 
the word "'thereof.') in the 4th line, tht~ worrls 
"The continuing u1ernben; utay act, notwith­
standing any vacancy in their body,'' bo in­
sertecL He said the amendment ''as intended 
to meet what mig-ht be " J>O"sihle rlifficnlty in 
the future. 

Amend1nent agreed to; m1(l clau~e~ aR mnende.tl, 
put and passed. 

Clauses 11 to 13, inclusive, passed as printed, 
On clause 14, as follows :--
" Prt-'Vious1y to the re-;istratjon m· ex:tmination of nny 

person undm· this Act the fcus :set out in 1 he seeond 
schedule slmll be paid to the regi~trar of the hoanl for 
the purposes of this Act.'' 

The HoN. \V, H. 'YVALSH said he hacl stmng 
doubt whether they could vass thrct clause with 
the 2nd schedule attached to it. It was mising· a 
revenue by levying fees, Possibly they might 
pass the clause if tlwre were no schedule referred 
to, or if the Bchodule were not to describe the 
money to be raised, 

The HoN. A. ;r. THYNNE srcid the question 
hac! been decided in that House long· ago, that" 
Bill such as this was not one which ca'HC within 
the prohibition of the Council unrler the Consti­
tution Act. It was not a Bill to raise a tax, but 
merely provicled that certain fee:; should be paid 
for work to he clone. If people did not snbmit 
tn the examination re<tuired they need not pay 
the fees. 

The Ho:<~. T. L. 7\IUH.HAY-PRIOH. said if 
the fees were put in italics or omitted altogether 
the difficulty might he got oYer. The Bill won!< I 
not then come within the scope of a money BilL 
lt was hardly a money Bill as it stood; but they 
might make it perfectly safe by leaving out the 
reference to the fees. 

The HoN. A. C. GREGORY said it hac! been 
pretty clearly laid rlown by authorities on the 
subject that a Bill was not a money Bill because 
it included provision for the payment of fees for 

certain things to be done. The clause nicl not 
impose a tax, but simply provided fur the pay­
Ineut of a fee npon the actual is~·:ille of a certiticate ; 
anll it would he rinweJ :-;iJuply as vayn1ent for 
the co't of doing· the work It luul been ,-erv 
clear!)' laid elm,, tl in the practice of the Imperial 
]':wliament that that did not constitute a tax. 

The l'OS'l').L\STER-GENElL\L said in his 
opinion the Bill cmne within the scope of the 
powers of that Chamher. As hml been men­
tione<l befm·e, they had theoretically the right 
to amend lmt not to introLluce any Bill which 
did not clil·ectly levy a tax upon the people; 
but a usage had sprung up bet\veen the two 
branch m; of 'Legi,lature <Lt home, w hi eh had 
been as,,entecl to here, with regard to the imvo­
sition of fees and t<txe,; ; and the Bill clearly did 
not come\\ ithin the restriction imposed npon that 
bnmch of the Legisbtnre. "l\Iay '' laid it clown 
very distinctly :ts followR :-

,,So strictly hacl tlie rig1Jt of the Common;;; been 
maintaiul'd in regarrl to tlJe impo~ition of charge:-; upon 
th~J lJCO]llC, t1l:~t 1ht~,\- denied_ to the Lords the power or 
anth''l'I:->inf!: the takmg of f~"f", nncl imposing peeuniary 
penaltie"'. or of Yarying- the mode of :ming- for them, or 
of applyin;,;: t1tert wllen recmT-red. thmtgh sn('h pro­
visiom: were IlCl·r~:::ar~' to give pfl'eet to the general 
mwctmc-nts of a HilL A too :-:.tri<n enforcement of thi~ 
rule in regar(l to penaltks wa.s fountl to be attendell 
with tmnnet'~~ary incou\'elliClwe, anrl in ltl:H the Com­
mon:~ jndieion~ly relaxetl it, nncl again in 1819 they intro­
chw~•tl a further ameiJdment. of their rnlcs by the adop. 
tion of the following- Stantling Oraers :~ 

··That ·with res-per't to an:v Hill brought to thi~ House 
frmn t.llC 1Imt8C of Lortls, or returne<l by the House fJ! 

l.~onls to this Hou~c with amendment .. ·. whereb~· any 
pevnniary pe11alt.y. forfeiture. or fee ~hall be ant lwrised, 
llnpo~ed. :tll}Jroprinted. regulated, varied. or extinguished, 
thi~ Jlonse ·will nnt in:--ist ou its ancient and undouhtell 
priYilf'Z>:(~:-- iu the follcnYing- case-::"-

"1. \ri1cn the olJjef't, or :-:nch peeuutary Jlt·nalty or 
forteitnn• is to scenre the execution of the At•t. or llw 
pnni:~lnneat or Pl'c\·ention of o1l'enees..'' 
That clearly met the c;c,e, It refelTe<l both to 
Bills which originated in the House an cl Bills 
sent up from the Lower House. And it had 
been the practice in the colony to introduce Bills 
in that Chamber anthori:;ing the illl]JO;ition 
of feeR for the pnrpm;e nf g-iYing effect to the 
Hills, Such w:ts not regarded as a tax on the 
general public, but merely a fee imposed on those 
who clHhe to m-ail themseh-es of the provisions 
of the Act. 

The Hox. W, H. W ALSH scticl he did not 
wish to continue the debate; but he must say 
that it would be more pnHlcnt to leave the 
sche<lnle blrmk, nncl intimate to the gentleman 
who tonk charge of the Bill in another place thnt 
there was a want to he supplier!, 

The Hox. A. J. THYKXE said the matter 
was as statecl by the Postmaster-GeneraL The 
Bill provided for the imposition of fees which 
\Vere neceb.:'lary for the \Vorking of the n1ea~nre 
itself, If ]Jeople <lid not choose to go up for 
examimLtion they woul<l not have to pay the fees, 

The HoN. A, C. GREGORY said it might 
suit the Hon. J\Il', \Valsh to adopt the American 
system, In their Bills they put, say, 2.),000, bnt 
did not "'Y whether the fig-ures referred to 
clolhrs, cents, or grains of corn ; and when the 
Bill went to the other House the clefieiency was 
supplied. 

Cl:wso pnt and passe<!. 
Clanse 1.)~"' Board nu1y correct regit)ter''-· 

p<tssed as printed, 
On cbuse lG, a; follows :-
" EYCl'.Y depnt~- l'e~~istntl' of deaths in Qnern~land on 

regi.~tering the death of' any pharmaeeutieal ehemisl, 
shall fortlnYith tran.-:;mit noti(:e thel'eof by po.-.t to the 
regbtrar of the board. and on reecipt of ~uch notiee 
the hoard ~hall em:'io tlte name or such chemist from 
the rPgister." 

The Hox. W. D. BOX asked wlwther the 
clam;::.e wn,s necessary? 
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The POSTMASTEH-G EXERAL ""id the 
object of the cbuse W<\s to enable the register to 
be corrected. If the regi:;tm· were not correct they 
might find someone trading without a license in 
n,nother rna.n\; nan1e. ~ 

The HoN. A .• T. THYXNE said that in the 
event of the denth of a chemist it \\">CS f(Uite 
possible that another pm·son might apply in his 
name to the Board for his certifiGate of registra­
tion as had been the case in regard to Holicitors 
in some parts of the world. He might then go 
to another colony where he wa.~ not known :nul 
get registered there. The clause was intenderl 
to prevent certificateR being gh,en to perHon~ 
who had no right to them. 

The Hox. A. C. GHEGORY said there was 
a further reason. Unle.ss some notice of the 
kind were sent to the registrar the elections of 
the boarcl coulcl not be properly conducted, 
because the electors consisted of chemists in all 
parts of the colony. Their voting must be done 
by writing, and unlesR the registrar was aware 
that the individual purporting to sign was actu­
ally in existence he eoulcl nnt carry out the 
election. 

Clause put allll passed. 
Clauses 17 to l!J, inclusiYe, pas;;ed "" printPd. 
On clause 20, as follows : ... 
"Any per~on wbo has attained. thr agt' of t.went.y-one 

years and-
\l) Is a regh::tered chcmi~t and drnggi~t: or 
t2) Holds a certitier~t.e or diplmna of <·ompetency a1< 

a pharmaeentieal chemist or a~ a chemi:::;t and 
dru6gi.st. from the PhartJUH'tmtieal Hociety of 
fireat BritaiH, m· any college ur hoar<l of phar­
macy rf'cognh:.erl by the board under the t•egHla­
tions: or 

,3, Having; ~£~rvud l~n· uot lefl:-; tltan three H.lal'~ 
llndt>r writtcu ind.entm·es a::: an appn·nticC to a 
phat·mat:Putieal ehelllist in tlueensland. Ol' a 
person 'lualified under the last preceding de!l­
nition. has pas..,t•·l the examination prescribed 
hy the regulations ; or 

(4! Having for the like period bemt emplo~n~d. as a 
dispensing ~f'~btaut to a. chemi;;;t anfl drnggist, 
or pharmacenticnl chemist, carrying on busiru:..,s 
iu Queensland, has passr,d snch exarninatiun: or 

{51 Having tor the likP 'period been employed ~~~a 
dispensing chemist. in a public l1ospital or 
charitable in~titution in Queensland, ha~ pa~sed 
such examination : or 

i6) Having for pf•J•iods: amounting in t.henggegnteto 
the like period <"Jf' three yeRr~. been em1)loyed 
in any two or more of the oecupatiom; 
mentionetl in the two la~t preceding defini­
tions, has passed such examination : 

~hall be entitled to be registered as a pllarmaeentica.l 
dwmh!t uuder this Aet. -And no perfion not qualitif~d 
as in this seetion it~ proyideti. shall be so regis:ter·"d. 

'~Provided that no person shall be registered by virt ne 
of any of the cgmliticatlons in this section, nnmbt~red 
··l. 5, and 0, unle.ss his qualificfttion. othe'' tlmn cxamina­
tioP, shall have arisen before the expiration of three 
years from the pas~ing of thb: Act, nor unle:.;s he ~hall 
apply for examination within six month~ after tlH~ 
expiration ot' such three year&. 

The POSTl\IA::lTJ,;R-GEXEH~\L "aid he had 
an amendment to prOJl<"e"" one which he had 
already foresharlowed, and which was reud~:re• l 
necessary by the amendment inserted in the 
Gth clause. He proposed to strike out the 
words " is a l'egistered cheulif-lt and dtug­
gi,;t or " in the 38rd liue. The effect uf 
that would be that no per,;on who wa,; 
:-i111ply a regi~tered chen1iRt ~u1d (huggist under 
the Medical Aet of 18UI should ]Jy virtue 
of that registmtion lJe l't'gi,;iered a,; a' pharnm­
ceutical chemi.,t. lf they allowed a regis­
tered chemist and drug·gist, without possess­
iug auy other CJUalitication, to be registered 
at once as a pharmaceutical chemist the 
provisions of the arnenclment in the law 
would becume inoperative, nnd unqunlified 
persons after the year 1884 would be allowed 
to sit on the board and prescribe regula­
tions with regard to the exnmination of pm·sons 

to be admitted in future as pharmaceutical 
chemists. He proposed, if the amendment were 
mtrriecl, not to interfere with the occupation of 
those persons at present registered. He would 
allow thew still to carry on their business as at 
present. That could be done by a short amend­
ment in clause 2G. It was essentially necessary, 
however, that the principle they laid down 
when they amended clause fi should be main­
tnined; not only the original members of the 
Pharmacy Board, but all subsequent members, 
should be persons who could show their qualifi­
cations, having passed the necessary exanlina­
tions. He could not do better in support of his 
contention than quote from the preamble of the 
Pharmacv Act of Great Britain, on which the 
Bill was founded. The necessity for the measure 
was set forth thus in the preamble :-

,, U is e.xpedieut for the safety of the publie that 
persons exerei:-;iug tl1c business or calling of pbarma­
ce1ltkal chemists in Gn,H.t Britain should posses8 a 
competent practical knowledge of pharn:aceutical and 
gene1·al c·hemistry, and other brancnes of useful 
knowledge. _-tnd it is expedient to prevent ignorant and 
incompetent per..ons from assuming t.l1e title of, or pre­
tending to be, pharmaceuticalehemists or pharmaceutist& 
in CTreat Brit.ain. or mmnbers of the said Phal'macentical 
~oeiet.r, and to that end it is desirable that all }Jersons 
assuming such title should be dnly examined as to their 
:-;kill and knowledge b,\· competent persons. and that a 
register shonlfl be kept by some 1egally authori:-;ed officer 
or all such persons.'' 
That was all he wi,;hecl to secure in the colony­
that no person should have the right to call him­
,;el£ a pharnmceutical chemist unless he proved 
his cnmpetency hy examination ; and that no 
pet·son should be in a position to arrogate to 
himself the n.uthmity tu determine the compe­
tency of persuus to be licensed unle;;ii he himself 
lutd beeu pru \"eel eo m peten t. 

'fhe Ho:-.. :\. .1. THYNNE said it was hi• 
iutentiun to haYe alluded to the amendment 
adopted in clause 3, the effect of which would be 
greater than hon. members were aware of at the 
time it was carried. He himself wa~ not fullv 
aware of its effect at the time, because he uncle>:· 
stood from the Postmaster-General that it wa• 
worded in the same nmnner as subsection 2 of 
the clause now under discussion :-

" UoldR a certific>atP or diploma, of competency as a 
chemist and druggist t'1·om the Pharmaceutical Society 
or Great Britain." 
'rhe matter was to a certain extent a technical one, 
ant! therefore not familiar to hon. memberK 
genemlly ; but since the last sitting of the Com­
mittee he had nmde inquiries as to the effect of 
the amendment. He might say that he opposed 
it the other dny nn the ground thlLt two or three 
amtlyt.ical chemiilts would he excluded from the 
board ; hut he found that he did not go far 
enough, for he was informed on good authority 
that there was not one of the practising chemists 
in the whole colony who would be eligible to 
sit on the board, and uot even those who lmcl 
pas,ed examination,; under the Pharmacy Act of 
England. l:~nder that Act, there were two 
di;;tinct examiwttions-the major ami the minor. 
':rhe rnajor exurnination \Va8 one of a very high 
class indeed-the highest that could be passed in 
the suhjeet of chemistry in Great Britain, and 
was l".'""ed only by those who intended to go 
into the highest branches of the profession. The 
1ninor exmnination was one which wa~ alway~ 
required from thooe gentlemen who intended to 
carry on the ordinary lnmine,;s of ehemiots and 
druggi,;ts. The l'nBtmaster-General had elim­
inated the ,\~orris "or aB a chernist and druggist/' 
but he \nts not aware of the fact till he saw it in 
Hansanl. The hon. gentleman had absolutely 
excluded from the board all the chemists in the" 
colony; so that, practically, it would consist of 
medical men only. He did not know whether 
such was the intention of hon. members when the 
amendment was under discussion, but it was his 
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intention to ask them to recommit the Bill for 
the purpose of reconsidering their decision. He 
would now allude to the Pharmacy Act of 
England, and give a slight account of its intro­
duction, but would go back a little earlier in the 
preamble than his hon. friend the l'o~tmaster­
General went. 

'rhe POSTMASTER-GJ<JNlmAL: I com­
menced at the beginning. 

The HoN. A. J. THYNNE said the hon. 
gentleman began at the beginning and then 
skipped eight or ten lines, which he would now 
read-

" And whereas certain persons desirous of advancing 
chemistry and pharmacy, and of pr.•moting a. uniform 
system o! educating those who should practise the same, 
formed themselves into a society, called 'The Pharma­
ceutical Society of Great Britain,' which said society 
was on the 18th day or February, 1843, incorporated by 
Ro3 al Charter, wbereby it was provided that the said 
so~iety should consist of 1nembers who should ha 
chemists and druggists who were or had been estab­
lished on their own account at the date or the said 
charter, or who should have been examined in such 
manner as the council of the said society should deem 
proper, or who should have been certified to he duly 
qualified for admission, or who should be persons elected 
as superintendents by the council of the said society." 
Now he did not think anything could be more 
distinctly in favour of the position t[tken up by 
the chemists than the part nf that preamble 
which the hon. gentleman did not read. And 
the chemists of Queensland asked for similar 
powers, so that they might have a better class of 
educati<m than had obtained in the colony before. 
They had one qualification more in their fwour 
than those gentlemen had when they asked the 
British Parliament to pass that Act, becanse the 
chemists in this colony had gone through some 
system of training under the Medical Act of 
1867, and they had produced certifiuates of 
qualification of some kind, although possibly 
some of them might not be of very great value. 
What he asked, and what he had asked all along, 
was that those chemists who had been practising 
here, some of them fifteen or twenty years, 
should be placed on the same footing as those 
who produced certificates. He was only asking 
for them the same position as was given to the 
chemists of Great Britain under section G of 
the Pharmacy Bill, which provided that-

" All such persons as shall at the time of the passing 
of this Act be members, associates, apprentices, or 
students of the said Pharmaceutical Soclety of Great 
Britain, according to the terms of the said charter of 
incorporation, shall be registered as pharmaceuticnl 
chemists, assistants, and apprentices, or students respec­
tively." 
From that it would be seen that persons merely 
carrying on the business 0f chemists were put in 
exactly the same position which the chemists of 
this colony asked to be placed in under the Bill 
before the Committee. Now, with regard to the 
amendment striking out subsection 1, he thought 
to pass that would be to do a great injustice. \Vhy 
should the men who had been the means of 
introducing tfJe Bill not he competent to become 
registered at pharmaceutical chemist,, and 
occupy a seat on the board? The evidence 
taken befcre the Select Committee showed 
distinctly that for two years the chemists had 
brought under the notice of the public, in the 
most prominent manner possible, the necessity for 
greater care being observed in a.dmitting chemists 
to practise in this colony, and the medical board 
had done nothing towards removing the dPfecto 
that existed. They allowed men to be admitted 
and registered who he was confident ought not 
to be admitted, and in more than one instanee 
the lives of people in this colony were the 
lasting consequences of the extraordinary 
view which those gentlemen took of their 
duties, by granting admissions under ch·cum­
~ta;nces which it w;>s their quty t<l have 

made public with a view to having the present 
law amended. But instead of doing so the 
:Medical Board had done nothing ; they had 
simply lain on their oars. He repeated that the 
position which W[tS proposed to be offered to 
chemists in this colony was the same as was 
given to chemists practising 1n England, 
before the passing of the Imperial Phar­
maceutical Act. The medical men had 
not the courage to come forward and in~ 
traduce a measure of a proper kind. They 
made excuses-very flimsy ones-and endea­
voured to get IneinberB, in one House or the 
other, to obstruct or postpone-as was clone 
in that case-the passing of any measure 
that might be introduced. He thought that, 
if the amendment were agreed to, the 
persons now registerecl ns chemists wm1ld be 
branded as men of ignorance and incapacity 
in not being allowed to be regi"tered 
and hnve their votes as chemists under 
that Bill. They would be branded as men of 
inferior quality, though perhaps quite equal to 
those who produced their certificates. In 
speaking of medical men he must qualify 
what he had previously said. He had had 
a great n1a.ny assurances fron1 n1eclical rnen that 
they wished that Bill to be passed into law, and 
some of those who had been examined before the 
Select Committee had taken the opportunity of 
informing him since the Bill had been introduced 
they had good reason to modify the strong views 
which some of them expressed before the first 
committee. \Vas it reasonable to ask men who 
had been in lmsiness fifteen or twenty Yf':trs tu 
undergo an examination at that stage of their 
lives-men who had learned much by practical 
experience, but had perhaps forgotten a good deal 
of the cramming which examinatious invariably 
required. Those men who had conducted their 
bu"iness properly for many years were more 
fitted for conducting the business of the pharmacy 
board than many men who had certificates nf 
having passed an examination. He thought he 
had orfered sufficient reasons to induce hon. 
members to vote for the clause as it stood. 

The POST.MASTER~GE~ERAL said his 
hon. friend admitted that the chemists here were 
the originators of the measure before the Com­
mittee. It had been framed by the chemists 
themselves in order that they might have an 
opportunity of dubbing themseh·es " pharma­
ceutical chemists," without proving their qualifi­
cations to the title. 'l'he hon. gentleman had said 
that, under the existing law, pmwms had be!!n 
licensed as chemists and druggists who had been so 
incompetent that loss of lives had resulted through 
the way in which they had dispensed prescriptiom. 
If that Bl!l became law those persons would at 
once be able to dub themselves" pharmaceutical 
chemists" and become members of the hoard, 
and prescribe the examinations which all future 
pharmaceutical chemists ought to undergo. 
That would be a very objectionable state of affairs. 
The case of Queensland chemists w'ts not 
analogous to the case of the English pharma~ 
ceutical chemists. In the latter case the 
better class of chemists formed themselves 
into a society, and prescribed examinations 
which persons had to undergo before they were 
admitted M memlwrs. After the society ha<] 
been in existence for nine years, the British 
Parliament said in effect that the members 
having shown their sincerity in the matter, and 
that they were honestly anxious to preserve the 
safety of the public a!!d prevent incompetent 
persons dealing with the deleterious article;; 
dispensed, they would now recognise the society 
and prescribe rules under which all persons 
to be licensed in future must undergo an 
examination. In that case the society httd 
previously proved by their own action that 
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they would not authorise persong to hold a title 
unless they passed a satisfactory examination, 
and then the Legislature stepped in and went 
even further. If it was proposed to license 
~hemists who recei\'ed the same degree as those 
in the old country, he did not object, but, as had 
!Joen pointed out, there were not more than 
three or four persons here who had undergone 
Lhe examination there, even of the lP,<er kind. 
It was admitted on all sides tlmt a large nmnber 
of incompetent persons had been dealing in 
drugs, and if that Bill passed the House it would 
be really declaring those persons to be cmn­
petent ph[trmacentical chemists. In the two 
inquiries by a select committee, not a single 
medical man had spoken in favour of that Bill, 
although they all agreed that the chemists as a 
body were an ignorant lot of practitioners~ 
person,; who not only dispensed drugs, but took 
upon themselves to prescribe for people, and 
even interfered with doctors' prescriptions, and 
took their patients out of th&ir hands. Hon. 
gentlemen would see that to pass that clause as 
it stood would be inconsistent with the prin­
ciple of the Bill, which provided that if a man 
assumed a title and did not possess it he was 
liable to a penalty. He did not see why a 
person who claimed to practise as a chemist 
should not prove that he was entitled to 
that distinction by examination. If he was, let 
him have it by all means; but if he could not 
prove it, then he ought not to get the title. 

The Ho~. K. I. O'DOHERTY said that the 
discussion was a very interesting one ; but it 
seemed to him that they had settled that qnes­
tion satisfactorily by the portion of the Bill 
already passed. He regretted that he was not 
present when the discussion took place on clause 
ii ; but he was quite prepared to stand by the 
decision which had been come to with respect to 
that section, whichde.clt, as he understood it, with 
the constitution of the pharmacy board. It was 
necessary to assure themselves that the members 
of the board were fit for their posts, and the 
terms of clause 5, as amended by the Postmaster­
General, provided for tha.t, He believed there 
wtts not the slightest doubt thttt a sn!Pcient 
number of pharmaceutical chemists, who could 
show diplomas and give satisfn.etory evidence of 
having passed their examinations, coulrl be 
found to constitute the first pharmacy bon,rd. 
He had not the slightest hesitation in saying that 
they would have no difficulty in respect to that 
matter during the first three years of the operation 
of the Bill. They were now discussing the 20th 
clause of the Bill, and it seemed to him that 
ttnother question arose as to the registration of 
pharmaceutical chemists. They would be-~tr in 
mind that by clttuses 11 ttnd 12 the whole work­
ing of the Bill WM transfeaed to the board. 
The 11th clause provided that-

" 'l'he board may from time to time, with the approval 
of the Governor in Council, make, a.lter, or rescind 
re\!ulations for carrying this Act iuto effect. Such 
rcgula.tinns shall not have any effect if they be re­
pugnant to any law in force in Queensland, nor until 
they shall have been published ln the Ga::etle." 

The Governor in Council would be more foolish 
than he took them to be if they did not find 
seven men who had studied pharmacy and were 
competent to be members of the board. He 
wa' quite prepared to go with the hon. 
the Postmaster-General the length of in­
sisting that Lhose con,tituting the board must 
be persons who could show that they 
had passed proper examiull.tions. He did not 
think that any pharmaceutical chemist he knew 
was seeking to sit on the first board; but they 
desired that when the Bill hecame law they 
should be allowed to be enrolled on the list of 
pharmaceutical chemists competent to practi;;e 
in the colony. That, in his opinion, was a right 

they ought to give those men, who had been in 
the practice of their profession for many years 
past in Queemland. It was a very notable thing 
within his recollection, tlutt at the University of 
Aberdeen, during one or two years, a man who 
ha,d gone through a certain amount of trainin;; 
in other colleges was not required to pass the 
examination for the degree of M. D., which was 
insisted upon hy that university. A degree 
could be got for a certain sum of money, and 
such things he believed had occurred in other 
colleges in Great Britain. There were men 
practising as medical doctors ttt the present 
moment who had got their degree in that way. 
He thought, therefore, that when pharmacists 
were endeavouring to htt ve a Bill passed to render 
the safety of the public very much more secure 
than it was under existing circumstttnces, they 
might fairly allow them the very small privilege 
which was asked for-namely, that those who had 
been practising for the lttst fifteen or twenty years 
should be registered as pharmaceutical chemists. 
It was most important for gentlemen who had 
been practising here during the last five, ten, or 
twenty years, and who had not passed an ex­
amination at home-althoufih they might have 
served an apprenticeshiJ? for several years in 
dispensing drugs, in whwh they were bound to 
learn a good deal of the details of chemistry­
that they should not be excluded from the board. 
They might not know enough to qualify them for 
the post of examiners, but still their position 
ought to be recognised. He thought it would be 
a very invidious thing indeed that men who 
had borne the brunt of mttny years' work and 
experience, and who had acquired honourable 
names for themselves, and done their work with 
credit, should be excluded, because in their early 
days they lmd not an opportunity of passing an 
examination at home. He certainly thought it 
would be very hard that they should be deprived 
of having a place on the board because they had 
not passed that examination. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said his 
objection wa~ to persons being authorised to call 
themselves pharmaceutical chemists, and to be 
qualified to hold seats on the board without being 
qualified. The Hon. Dr. O'Dohertywas evidently 
mistaken, because clause 5 would enable the pre­
sent chemists to immediately become registered 
as pharmaceutical chemists, and thereby to 
he quttlified for a seat on the board. His 
objection to a very lttrge extent would eettse 
if the hon. gcntlemttn in charge of the Bill 
would consent to clause 5 being further amended 
by the addition, after the words "pharma­
ceutical chemists," of the words "who holds 
any such certificate, or who has passed the 
examination prescribed by the board." As 
clause 5 now stood, no person could be on the 
original board unles;; he was registered as a 
chemist and clruggist, and held a certificate of 
competency from some recognised pharmaceutical 
society. But as soon tts the register wtts estab­
lished, the fact of his being a registered chemist 
and druggist under the existing lttws would, 
by the provisions of clause 20, enable him 
to step into the position of a pharmaceutical 
chemist, and he would, therefore, imme­
diately on the passing of the Act, bP.eome 
registered and eligible for a seat on the 
board. vVhat he wished to secure was, that 
not only the original board, but every other 
board of phttrmacy in the colony, should consist 
of thoroughly qualified men-men who could 
show their qualification by having undergone ttn 
exttmination. If the hon. gentleman in charge 
of the Bill was willing to consent to an ttmend­
ment such as he had snggested it would save 
a great deal of time and much discussion, and 
they would probably get through the Bill very 
smoothly. Under clause 20 they cuuld ena.blu ~ 
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chemist, simply from the fact of his possessing the 
qualification now existing, to become registered 
as a pharmaceutical chemist, and unless clause 
fi was amended he would be entitled to be on all 
future boards; and that was what he (the Post­
master-General) wanted to avoid, unless the 
person was qualified by examination. 

The HoN. A. J. 'rHYXNE said he would 
have no objection to recommit chtuse 5 for the 
purpose of carrying out the idea of the hon. the ! 
Postmaster-(ieneral-that .the gentlemen who ' 
formed the board must have passed some ex­
amination ; but he would point ont that by 
the amendment which the hon. gentleman had 
Rucceeded in making he excluded from the first 
board a.!l the ehemists of th~ colony. Tt was 
not necessary, perhap,-.:~ to discnB:; t1n~ ques­
tion that eYening, but still that was the effect 
of the amendment, and he was prepared to 
give way to the extent of saying that the g-entle­
men who comprised the board should be men 
who had passed an examination-by which he 
meant men who had passed an examination to 
get the qualifieation of chemists and drugg-ists 
in Great Britain. He thought that was what the 
Hon. Dr. O'Doherty meant; and he had been 
assured by Mr. Y eo, the secretary of the 
Pharmaceutical Society of Queenslaml, that 
although he himself held a qualification from the 
Pharmaceutical flociety of Great Britain as a 
chemist and druggist, he would be excluded 
from being on the first board because he did not 
hold what was technically called a certificate or 
diploma of competency as a " pharmaceutical 
chemist." He held a certificate as a "chemist 
and drnggist," and had undergone an exami­
nation for that purpose, but he did not hold 
the higher qualification of a " pharmaceutical 
chemist" as required nnder the regulations. The 
matter was, as he had said before, one of techni­
cal knowledge which members of the Committee 
were not expected to be acquainted with, and it 
was only from information which he had derived 
from the secretary and members of the com­
mittee of the society that he wa' able to speak 
on the subject in the way he did. If his in­
formation was incorrect, he should be only too 
happy to ascertain the fact, as it would remoYe 
from his mind a very great load of difficulty; and, 
as he had already said, he was quite prepared to 
fall in with the view of the hon. Postmaster­
General and recommit cbuse i\, with the view of 
making provision that the board should conRi"t 
of members who had passed the examination 
prescribed by some properly q uaiified authority. 

The Ho:;-. K. I. O'DOHER'l'Y srtid that 
probably the difficulty referred to had arisen 
from the fact that Mr. Y eo was one of the cla,s 
of chemists and druggists, of whom there were a 
great many in the colony, who had passed 
through the Apothecaries' Hall of Dublin, or of 
London, and the members of which imd to 
undergo a strict examination. He was sure that 
no member of the Committee wished that a 
chemist holding a diploma from either of those 
bodies should be rendered ineligible under the 
clause to have a seat at the board. He took it 
tor granted that if a chemist had passed an ex­
amination under either of those bodies, he must 
be a competent man. 

The HoN. A .• J. THY;'>;'NE srtid he wished to 
point out that the amendment which had been 
carried in clause 5 was to the effect that eYery 
rnem \;er of the board must, until a register had 
been ma,de, be a registered chemist mH1 druggif<t, 
who held a certificate of competency as a, 
pharmaceutical chemi"t from the Pharmaceutical 
l'lociety of Great Britain, or any college or bmtrd 
Df pharmacy recognised hy the board under the 
reguhtions. First 0f all, they must hav8 n 
-board bcforu ~~,ny coll<•fe or in~t.it•J Lion of 

pharmacy could be recognised ; there must be a 
board tu make regulations to enable members of 
the Apothecaries, Societies of Dublin or London 
to be admitted as members ; so that, unless 
there were some amendment maLle by which the 
qualification was extended from the Pharmaceu­
tical Society of Great Britain to persons who had 
passed in Dublin or London, or Scotland, they 
would not be eligible. The first board would have 
to create their own Cjltalifications, defining the 
institutions from which thev would admit cancli· 
dates ; so that until the first board '"as appointed 
no one, Pxeept a Inedical111a.n, or a n1r-.:nnber of 
tlw Pharmaceutical Societv nf Great Britain. 
could ben member nf the boanl. 

The Hox. \V. H. \VALSH said the hon. 
~entle1nan in charge of the HHl tuade Ll"·~; o{ 
an expression which he hardly thought described 
what the hon. the Postmaster-l;eneral required. 
The Hon. l\Ir. Thynne said the board would 
create the qualification, and the contention of 
the Postmaster-General was that the men tbers of 
the board should posse'~ the qualification he had 
specified ; and hence there was a conflict between 
the two hon. gentlemen. The Hon. Mr. Thynne 
wa:o; desirouH of raitdng at once men who \Vere 
probably not qm1liliecl tu the position of board 
examiners, while the hon. the Postmaster-Gene­
ral. on the other hand, required that no man 
should be a member of the board who did IWt 
lJUHsess a certificate sho,ving that he was 
a competent man who had undergone an 
examination. \V as not that a fair thing to 
require on behalf of the public ; and were 
they not legislating more for the public than for 
n few chemists? He considered that the Post­
master-General's amendment was worthy of very 
great pmise, because he was evidently contend­
ing for a principle, and also for the security and 
safety of the public at large, as against a ~ody <~f 
gentlemen who apparently refused to g1ve evi­
dence of their competency to be examiners 
for chemiBts of the colony ; >tnd yet who 
demanded to be rai>ed lw the Bill into 
" position which they were not prepared 
to show they were <[Ualified to till. It was 
a very curious thing, and he could not help 
calling attention to the fact, that the gentle­
man in charo-e of the Bill, who was chairman of 
the select C<~mmittee appointed to inquire into 
it, called two medical men to giYe evidence; 
he supposed they were selected by t)le hon, 
gentleman, who thought they could gJYe very 
fair evidence ; and probably he was inclined to 
think they would give favourable evidence from 
his point of view. Chairmen of committee? gene­
mlly did that kind of thing. The idea was this : 
The chairman had certain knowleclo<e to develop, 
and he took steps to develop it in the fairest and 
best way he could. The chairman in the present 
case summoned two witne•"<es; but he had not rea.d 
to the Committee what those witnesses had said 
with regard to the fmmation ot a pharmaceutical 
board, such as the one the hon. gentlaman 
seemed to be striving for. The first witness 
called was Dr. Bancroft ; and it struck him, in 
readino- over the evidence, thll,t that gentleman 
had re~anted all he had said before the previous 
committee on the Pharmacy Bill, and went on 
exactly opposite lines to what he did before. In 
question 11, he was asked-

.. After further reflection, Doctor, are you of the same 
opinion now as you 'vere ~hen you gave J:onr e~·idc.n~e 
before a preceding committee, as to the 1nadvmab1llty 
of accepting a measnrc of the description now before 
t.he J_jegislative Council~ Yes, I am." 
Hon. members must bear in mind that that 'nt s 
the evidence of :t witness selected by the chnir­
man of the committee. Again, in qnesti(•n ll, 
he \Vas aHked-~ 

"Do you think t1:18 prcrent cllmuitits and rlruggi~tn,_tJ:;; 
a bml.:·~ a.r-s- _ul.r. . .<,:jout:y ~.:omret-out t·J L'e ~utr'!.I;:te;J. ~·l~b. 
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1.hc examination of pcr~on~ requiring in fnture to be 
admittc>d aH pharmaeontic J chemist~? \Ydl, I tlo not 
think they are :mtfieicntly in[ormcd t,o undc>rtal~c the 
thing nt all." 

That wa.R a very significant :tllf.;\Ver, and tho:-;e 
were the gentlemen that the Hon. :\h. Thynne 
inoisted, apparently, should become the exCLmin­
ing hoard in future. Then in <lllet"'tion 22 hew:;;:; 
asked~ 

" Without any fm·tlwr inqniry :---~tllt·n_. Do(~ tor; If all 

apprentit'e:-<hip }l<t}lt\1' wa~ •'OlTCd, forwert~- the JH~r-ou 
wa:-: re;:dsten·tla~ a e!Jt•mi:-:t Btlt. "illt'P Fel>nwn. 1:-<":t 
110 ('.hC.mists haw•lwt·u atl111itter1 witliOHt. exaJlli.un.timl 
\Ybetllf'l' 11lpy han_· apptTntir·e~llip papt-•r:-: or Jtot. 

·· \rhat. h<L~ been the t•IJ:n·aetcr or tluLt exauJillHtlon :­
A _.;;pric~ of q11~·~ti011~ hnYP hct>n \\Tili!'ll n11t hy tllt· 
meml)el':-: of the ).fedir·al Boanl. an l t lto~e l1aYt' 1wf-'l\ 
h:lllderltothe;.;Pcr('.tary of the boanl.:tnclllH' eanrlltlatc' 
lJHYt' -:at ill hi~ l"OOJH and an~wt;n·d tlw qHc~tion~ in 
writlug-. 

" f11 "·hat rl.Ppartlllt.'Ht oE l.::mrw-lt:tlg·o ~ In piutl'Ul<lt'.'' 
aml/1111/e~·ia rl'll:'ditt'. 

··By }!1·. ::\lein: "·hat has 1>ccn the rt"•nlt. of tlle C\"­

muination~ ~ ~inc·"~ that elate ghr11. twciYC C'hemif.:.ts 
were rc~i~tered. Of this number. eight pa~"e;l 1 he 
amin:ttiou~ of the .\lcdi1· tl Uoard. two "\Yere member. 
the !Jharmat·,~utieal Society of Great Br<t~dn-----

"l;y ::\lr. I\Iaephe-rson: I lJl't .,mue tltev 'vere not ex­
mni11Ctl ~ rl'ltt-•y Wf•t·e not exn.mlnctl. 6ne was in lHt"­
se~sion of the certilicate of the Pharmacy lloarcl of 
Yictoria. Five applit'.~mt:-; failect. to H})lH'ar when asked 
to come up for examination, and tlJroc WCl'G rt·jc(•tctl." 

Those five applicants, all([ the three who \\·ere 
rejected, fonned eight chtnni~tH 110\V in the 
colony, and yet they would under the Bill become 
eligible to ~it a.s exarnining 1nen1 ber:--; of the 
hoard. He would go on to another witness, the 
n1ention of whose name would elicit feeling~ of 
esteerr1~that \Va~ ~Tohn X. \\':1ugh, Esquire. 
He WCLS asked :~ 

"Do:rou think, Dr. \Yangll, that the pa.,.:-;ing of this 
me~tsure \'\'onld be au improvement to onr law, or othcr­
'1.rise !- I ha Ye looked earefnlly oym· the eYitlerrce giyen 
in 188~ ---. 

"What i~ yonr imprc~"'i011-thnt the Bill wonld be an 
improvement!- I thinh: it \Vould be a great improve­
ment if the men cuuld be found tow n·k it. 

"Do YOu think that. the meneoul<l he found to work it~ 
I declifle to !];lve nny opinion ou th:,t. T eannot :;;it 
in Jntlgmeut on men at nll. or say anything that will 
go before the public a~ an ()pinion of authority unles:o: 
I have more Jnwwledge of them than I hnvP. 

"But you thi11k that the mra.':'nre itselr i~ a .~ood 
one? 'l'he intent. ion or it is gooa. withont doubt.'' 

'l'hat wa~ all Dr. \V augh said. He held it to l>e a 
necessity that the men cnllJ]>Osing the board 
should be able men, but he declined to g-i Ye 
an opinion judicially~ especiCLlly as he wa; a 
homcepath -- whet her the dispensers of allo­
pathic medicines were capCLb!c or not. He re­
ferred to those two witnesses because they were 
specially selected to assist the passage of the 
Bill. 

The Ho:-~. J. TAYL011 said that evell if the 
Billpas-<ed as it WCLs the registered chemi,;ts ttnd 
druggists ought to l1e thankful to the Hon. Mr. 
Thyune, who had made four eloquent speeches 
on their behalf since the Bill CCLme before the 
Committee. For his own part, he approved of 
the action tCLken by the PostmCLstcr-General. 
If men were allowed to sit on the board without 
having passed a thorough exan1ination there 
might be some very incompetent men incleed on 
the board. There \VaB ono on1iR~ion, however, 
which he thought should be rectified. The 
assistant to a chemi,;t should CL!so undergo CLn 
exmnination. 

The HoK. A .• T. 'l'HYN::'\E : Provision is 
made for the examination of apprentices of CLII 
sorts. 

The Hox. J. TAYLOR saic1 provision might 
he made in the regulations, but it did not appear 
in the Bill. It was the as•,istant generally who 
mixed the drugs ; and, unknown to his master, he 
might poison people if he were incompetent. He 
quite agreed with th£ ,,tanc[ taken by the Po~t 

uuu-;ter-C}eneral in regard to ha.ving future bor1rds 
cmuposed of cornlletent 1nen, for it would be a 
serious matter if the nu1jority consio;ted of 
iucmnpetent n1cm. l-ie c.:onld not see \vhy such 
stre··s wa,; laid 011 the registered chemi.• ts and 
clruggists at the present time wanting their 
nmm' to be entered \dthout examination. \Vas 
t}le exmui11ation so seYere that they were afraid 
of it? 1\fter practising- fo1· fifteen, twenty, or 
t\\·enty-fi \'e yc·ars, ,;nrely to goodne"s they could 
answer the questions put to them unleso they 
"-!~re Yery incornpetent n1en indeed.~ ...--\H he Haiti 
hefnn~. whateYe1' took 1Jlace with reg;\rd to the 
Bil], the ehen1i~h: an(l clruggist~ ought to hP 
,c;rntefl!l to the Hon. ::\Lr. Thynnc for ha,·ing 
fou'"·ht their battle "' well, though he lmd 
failed in ~ai.ni.ng hi~ end. 

The Hu:-;. I'. :\1 ACL'HKltS<>i\ oaid they might 
''throw phyt-:ic to the dor;r:; '' for that night, as 
the cli:--<cus:-;ion had been acting on the whole 
C:ommittec."omething like CL sleeping-draught. Ho 
nm,t, howewr, reply to the remarks of the Hon. 
]\fr. \Valsh, more especia1ly in reference to the 
obeervatior" he made on Dr. 13ancroft's evidence, 
<tnd to the action which the Hon. Mr. Thynne 
w"s CLssmnetl to have tCLken thereon. Dr. Ban­
croft's eddence 'va-. supposed to be 1nost 
dmnaging to the Hill. On the 13th October, 
1082, he gave the following evidence:-

'·lJo yon think Uw chemists of the colony are fit men 
to examine nn(ler 1 he proyisions of this Bill!-' \\-ell, 
theY are, I coHsid.er. ill-informed, and ill-able to carry it. 
ant~ They haYe ven· little scicnti1ic knowledge of 
r:ither cll·n:~s or eheulicals. The majority of them arc 
HHTC·ly trad(·r~.--

\Vh:ct could be stl'Ong·er· thCLn that? Yet, on the 
28th July, 1884, in answer to the Hon. Mr. 
Thynne, who thought. it desil<.'vlc to recall Dr. 
Ba,ncroft, he gnve this evidence:-

.. I will a~1c yon. doctor-going throngh the list of the 
J)riHeipal cheutist:-; in J)racticc in Brisbane, 8/?J'i(lr'.-in-clo 
von not think tllCre will be a sufticient number of earn~ 
Petent men found amon~~t them to form, with the 
medkal practitioner~, a good board~ I think the medi~ 
eal men wonltl be able t,o select a very fair number of 
uharmacy men, if they had the powCr, to constitute 
snt~h a lJoartl.'' 

VVhat two nn~wer:-; could Nhow grmtter variation 
of opinion~ \Yhun he sat first as " member of 
the cmnJ1littee, he for1ned a strong prejudice 
against the cherni~t~, but \V hen he considered the 
evidence, he oa\V it was simply a matter of dis­
t,nte l1etween the two bmnches of the profession 
-to use <:.1.. ~lang expression, they \Vere ''poaching 
UIJ011 one anuther'H HH:tnor;-;." Dr. Ba.ncroft n1ade 
a C<tmlid admission of tlmt iu another part of hiR 
evideuce-~ 

··That b really the ditliculty you have to contend 
w;th ~ ·wen, you see, the chemi~ts get the prescriptions 
of mec1icnl men, and they then have the llatients very 
often in their hands; and there being no law to prevent 
chemi~ts acting as doctor~, the medical men, by giving 
prescriptions, are pl:Lying into the chemists' hands. 

·' Th~:y simply increase the 1n·Jce of medicine dispensed 
lHHlcr the prescrivtions; they do not charge for advice 
to or a.ttcndmlCe on the IHLtient ~ Yes." 
He woul<l now take J\Ir. Y eo's evidence ao a 
sample of that given by the chemists. He was 
examined as follows :~ 

"Are vou aware that some medic:Ll n1en are in the 
habit of :-:up11lying their mvn yrescriptiom; here? Oh 
yes; I }(now several \Vho di~pcnse their own medicines. 

"~\.nd sell other thing:s in the way of chemists' trade, 
besides dispenRing medieincs? Yes. I am informed of 
medienl men \Vho .supply other things. 

"lrlmt nre they ~ I lutve henrcl of them supplying 
beU-pans, aud infants' and invalids' food. I "·as told o! 
one medical man "\Yho wonld supply n dose of castor~ 
oil to anyone. 

"T'eeding bottles? Yes ; lots of things. 
'' ~wiss milk? Enemas. In fact, many things t1mt arc 

called flt•uggisi,' sundries.'' 

From whCLt he heLd read, hem. gentlemen would 
sec that it wo" merely a question between the 
t\H br<mche, of the profe·;sion. If the Hon, 
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lVIr. Thynne would take a suggestion from him 
considering the lateness of the hour, and th~ 
probability of the discussi?n being prolonged, he 
would move that the Chan·man leave the chair. 

The HoN. A. J. THYNNE said that if it 
would facilitate business he should be glad to 
consent to his hon. friend's suggestion; but after 
they had disposed of that clause he thought 
there would be no discussion on the remainder of 
the Rill. 

The HoN .. J. C. HEUSSLER said he thought 
it would be better to get through the Bill that 
night. 

The HoN. G. KING said it struck him that 
the whole difficulty would be met by giving in 
clause 5 an ample definition of the necessary 
qualifications of the gentlemen forming the board. 
Then they might leave subsection 1 of clause 
20 as it stood. 

The HoN. \V. D. BOX said the effect of the 
Bill in its present shape would be that all the 
registered chemi:;ts and druggists in the colony 
could obtain from the board certificates as phar­
maceutical chemists, in spite of the fact that it 
had been shown over and over again that many 
of them were incompetent. As the Committee 
had already required that chemists should pass 
examinations to qualify themiielves as members 
of the board, he trusted they would not consent 
to allow the Bill to pass in such a shape that any 
chemist and druggist could demand, without 
examination, to be made a pharmaceutical 
chemist. 

The HoN. A. C. GREGORY said it would 
be a great mistake to pass any Bill which would 
disrate the chemists and druggists in actual prac­
tice. It would be unfair by a mere technicality 
to destroy the business of those who might be 
well qualified to carry on that business. At the 
same time he thought by amending clause 5 they 
could do all that was necessary. They might 
then leave clause 20 as it stood. There were 
many chemists who did not possess the technical 
qualifications of pharmaceutical chemists, bnt who 
would really make better members of the board 
than some medical men who, having turned their 
attention to a higher branch of the science, had 
to a great extent left behind or forgotten the 
details of the subordinate branch. 

The HoN. K. I. O'DOHERTY said he had a 
word to say as to the rather disparaging remarks 
of the Hon. Mr. Thynne on the action of the 
Medical Board. The hon. gentleman seemed to 
think that the Medical Board were worthy of 
condemnation because they would not take 
active steps to remedy the matter. They had 
taken what steps they could in providing for 
the examination of chemists who could not 
show that they were sufficiently qualified. He 
wished to remark that it was not the )Jrovince of 
the Medical Board to institute any examination. 
Their province was simply to register, and the 
Act under which they were constituted gave 
them no further privilege. They were to examine 
the qualifications under which chemists sought 
to be admitted, and to register those chemists in 
accordance with the Act. If the claims put 
forward were not sufficient the board refused to 
register the applicant. 

The HoN. A. J. THYNNE said he would ask 
the House to pass that clause as it stood, on 
the understanding that clause 5 would be recom­
mitted for the purpose of making the necessary 
:>mendments to provide that the board should 
consist of persons who had passed satisfactory 
examinations. 

The POSTMASTim-GENERAL said that 
on that understanding he would withdraw his 
amendment. 

Amendment \\·ithdmwn aeeonlingly, and 
clause passed as printed. 

Clauses 20 to 26, inclusive, passed as printed. 
On clause 28, as follows :-
"The provisions of the two last preceding section!" slmll 

not apply to-
(lJ Any representation. made by any Jltrf'on or 

corporation carrying on the business of whole~ 
sale dealers in drugs in the ordinary oonrse of 
wholesale dealing only, to the effect tlmt he or 
they is or are such whole'>.ale dealer or dealers; 
or 

(2J Any person or corporation taking possossion of. 
the stock-ln-trade of ar pharmaceutical chemist 
nnder a bonlifirlr> mortgage, anrl c:trrying on his 
business for a period not r,:xceerlin~ three months 
for the tnupose of selling the same as a going 
('oncern. provided tlmt such business is carried 
on under the actual personal supervision and 
1t1anagement of a plmrlllaccutical chemist; or 

\31 Any legally qnalilled mcdH'~l practitimwr; or 
(4) Any person rPpre~f'nting himself to be a homceo­

pathic chemi8t ouly ." 
The Hox. A. J. THYXXE moved the omission 

of the word "or" in subsection 3, and of the 
whole of subsection 4. He sa.id he did so in 
accordance with the recommendation of the 
Select Comn1ittee. Dr. Vv'augh in his evidence 
had stated that hommopathic chemists ought to 
have the same qualifications as others. 

Amendments agreed to, and clause as amended 
put and passecl. 

Clause 29-" Chemists not entitled to charge 
for medical servic'~""-passed as printed. 

On clause 30, as follows :-
'·Any person who hns kept open shop as a chemist 

ancl druggist in the colony of Queensland for the term 
of five years previous to the passing of tilif'i Act shall be 
entitled, ut nny timP. within twelve months after the 
passing of this AC't. to !'nbmit himf'elf for examination, 
ann. on pafls.;ing i'neh examination. shall he entitled to be 
registerPcl as a pharmarentir-nl ehemist." 

The HoN. P. MACPHEHSOX said he would 
like to have some explanr>tion of that clause. 

The HoN. A. J. THYNXE said that the 
clause was introduced in order to meet the case 
of goldfields and extreme parts of the colony 
where there had heen no registered chemists and 
druggists. and where men had been oblif(ed, by 
force of circumstances, to carry on the business 
with such qualifications as they possessed. He 
might say that many of them were very shrewd 
men ; and he thought that any person who had 
carried on business for fi 1·e year,; might be ad­
mitted and regbtered as a pharmaceutical 
chemist on passing the prescribed examination. 

Clause passed as printed. 
Clause 31-" Penalties how recovered"­

passed as printed. 
Schedule 1-"Fees pa~·able nncler the Phar. 

macy Act of 1884 "-passed as printed. 
On schedule 2-" Certificate of qualifica­

tion, etc."-
The HoN. T. L. MURRA Y-PRIOR said he 

agreed with what the Postma,~ter-General hari 
said about that being a money Bill, and would 
suggest that it was desirahle to have the parts 
relating to money printed in italics. That had 
been their usual practice and it could do no 
harm. 

The POSTMASTER-GEKERAL mid, when 
he occupied the position he now held in the 
Government some time ago, he stood up for the 
rights and privileges of that Chamber. On a 
subsequent occasion when he was not leading the 
Government he was unsupported in his en­
deavour.> to uphold the rights am! privileges; 
and he then intimated that he would bow to 
the decision that the other branch of the Legis­
lature had supreme authority with regard to the 
imposition of taxes. So that his sympathies 
were in the direction indicated by the Hon. Mr. 
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Murray-Prior. If they adopted hio suggestion, 
it would Ge a very pbin intimation of their l""i­
tion to the Legislative Assembly. He would 
point out that there was an inaccuracy in the 
3rd line of ,<chedule 1. 

The Ho:-r. A. J. THYNNE said it could be 
amended when the Bill was recommitted. 

Schedule put and passed. 
Schedules 3 to G passed as printer!. 
On the question that the preamble stand part of 

the Bill-
The CHAIR:\IAN said the rule had been to 

read the preamble. 

The POSTl\IASTER-GENERAL said that 
question had been discussc>d on a previous 
occasion, and the Committee had deliberately 
decided that the preamble should not be reacl. 
It was sufficient to read the marginal note, as 
was done with the clauses. 

The CHAIRHAN said it did not matter to 
him which was done. 

Question put and passed. 
On the motion of the HoN. A. J. THYNN:E, 

the CHAIH~UN left the chair, and reported the 
Bill with amendments. 

The HoN. A. J. THYNNE moved that the 
report be adopted. 

The POSTiVIASTEH-GENJ~RAL moved, as 
an amendment, that all the words after "that " 
be omitted, with the view of inserting the fol­
lowing:-" The President leave the chair, and 
the House resolve itself into a Committ~e of the 
\Vhole to reconsider clause 5 and schedule 2. 

1Iotion, as amended, put and passed. 
The President left the chair, and the House 

went into Committee. 
On clause fi, as amended :-
" I~very member of the board must, until a register 

has been made, and that fact has been eert.i1led to the 
Governor under the provisionA of this Act, be a registered 
cht3mist and drm!:gist who holds a certifirate of emn­
petency as n pharmaceutif"<:tl chemit~t from the Phar­
maceutiCal Society of Great Britain or any college or 
board of pharnutc~' rccos;nised by the board under the 
regulations. m· legally made, and. the fact so certified, 
must be a. pharmact"utical chemist or legally quahtied 
meclicalvractitioner.'' 

'fhe POSTl\IASTER-GEl'\ERAL moved that 
after the words "Great Britain" in the clause as 
amended, the words "or the Apothecaries' Hall of 
London or Dublin" be inserted. He said that 
his hon. and learned friend :\Ir. Thvnne wtts 
desirous that persons regi.stered as chemists and 
druggists by the Pharmaceutical Society of 
Great Britain should be entitled to be registered 
as pharmaceutical chemists here. He himself 
thought they should not be. In fact, there was no 
provision ill the Pharmacy Act of Great Britain to 
enable the board constituted by th~tt authority to 
register any person other than as vharmaceutical 
chemi8ts. He understood they had framed 
regulations by which they had two claHSes of 
exmnin::ttions-an inferior examination of persons 
entitled to use the term "chemist and druggist," 
and a superior examination of those who were 
called "pharmaceutical chemists" proper, and 
that persons whom they licensed as " chemists 
and druggists" were not entitled to c~tll them­
se! ves pharrnaceuti8ts at all. However, he was 
not very much wedded to his amendment, 
because he believed that the examination for 
chen1ists and druggists in Grertrt Britain was 
probably as stiff as the earlier examinations that 
would be required in the colony. 

The HoN. K. I. O'DOHEllTYsaidhewouldsug­
gestasanalteration which wouldprubablysimplify 
matters, and accomplish what the Postmaster­
General wished, that they should insert a proviso 

in connection with chemists and druggists, to 
t!Je effect that only those would be admitted as 
members of the board who could show qnalifkn,­
tions from one of the recognii:ied college::; nf 
pharmacy in the United Kingcl<>m, rmd that they 
had obtained that qualification by cxmnination. 

The POSTM:ASTER-G El\"EHAL said he had 
used the words "Apothecaries' Hall of London 
or Dublin" out of deference to the Hon. Dr. 
O'Doherty, because he said there. 'Yere. chemists 
in the colony who possessed qnahficatwns from 
those societies. He (the Postmaster-Geneml) 
was under the impression that all those 
persons who held licenses from the A pothe­
caries' Hall were really medical practitioners 
entitled to be registered as such m:der the 
JYiedical Act, and not merely chemists and 
dr uggists. If they were so, and they could be 
re~istered as medical practitioners under the 
A~t they woulrl be entitlerl to become members 
of t'he board at once. The hnn. gentlernan's 
RL1aaeRtion 'vas altogether too indefinite. He 
us~d the words "recognised by one of the colleges 
of pharmacy of Grea,t Brita,in." By whom 
were they to be recognised? They knew very 
well that the Pharmaceutical Society of Great 
Britain was a recognised institution, because 
it was recognised hy statute ; and other bodies 
might be self-constituted. 

The Ho~. I'. ::\IACPHERSOJ\" suggested that 
the Committee should adjourn, so that they 
miuht have time to consider the point that had 
be~n raised. It was too important to be hurried 
through. 

The Ho~ . . T. C. Hl,;t.TSSLER said the Com­
mittee had been occupied some time with the 
clause, and probably thev would settle the 
matter in half-an-hour. He therefore objected 
to the adj onrmnent. 

The Hox. A .. T. 'l'HY:"\NE said he would 
move that the Chairman leave the chair, report 
progres.~, and w.:;k leave to sit again to-rnorrow. 
His reason for doing so was that a confusion of 
terme had arisen, and he thought it as well that 
they should have an opportunity of clearing the 
way, in order that they might not have the Bill 
sent back again to correct a blunder which had 
been made in ignorance. It would not take 
many minutes to-morrow to settle the point, as 
they were pretty well agreed what the effect 
should be. 

The l'08T:UA8TER-GE:;'\l'ERAL said he 
objected to the adjournment, >ts they had been a 
long tilne oYer the clause, and his experience of 
adjournment; was that when they met again the 
same arguments were repeated. I,et them pass 
the clause with the amendment, and then, if they 
found that a mistake had been made, they 
could easily rectify it r>n the third reading 
by recommitting the Bill. He did not admit 
that there waR any confusion in the terms. 
There was really only one recognised phar­
maceutical society, and he wanted to avoid 
anything like ambiguity. The wording sug­
ge,ted by his hon. friend would not be capable 
of interpretation, because they must state who 
the recognised authorities were. He thought 
that the clause with the 11mendment would be 
sufficientlv clear. As a matter of fact, it would 
only affect the first appointment of the board, 
becauHe when the board was established they 
would pass regulations defining what. colleges or 
boards of pharmacy should be recogmsed by them 
as capable of gidng certificates of qualification. 
In addition to that, the appointment of the first 
board was vested in the Gnvernur in Council, 
whom they might fairly assume would appoint 
none but competent men. It was really a question 
in the public interest that the first board should 
be thoroughly qualified. _, 
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The HoN. W. H. WALSH said they were 
getting into a very curious pot:iitinn, such as he 
had never heard of before-that when :t Bill had 
been returned to the Committe<>, simply for the 
purpose of n1aking- an alteration in one clause 
and a schedule, it should not be returned to the 
House from whence it came, at once. He had 
never heard of an adjournment under such 
circumstances, and he doubted whether it was 
practicable to do it. The Bill had been recom­
mitted for certain pm·po"e". and the.\· were 
bound to carry it through before they did any­
thing else-or he was strongly of opinion that 
their bbours would lapse. He had read some­
·where of a c~1n11uittee refusint; to I'PconRider a 
Bill, but he was not sure as to what t.he conse­
quences were that followed. However, he 
thought the Committee should pause before they 
gotthemselvesinto a difficult position of that kind. 

The Ho:-:-. '1'. L. ::-,n:HRAY·PRIOR said the 
suggestion of the Postmaster-General was per­
fectly good, becal"e whatever they did would be 
for the best, and if it were found to be wrong it 
could he remedied on the third reading of the Bill. 

The HoN. J. C. HEUSSLER said the hon. 
the Postmaster-General had suggested that it 
would Le better to have only medical men on 
the board, but he differed entirely from that 
idea. He thought it would be far better th:>t the 
hoard should consist as nearly as possible of quali­
fied medical men and chemists in equal numbers. 

The HoN. A. J. THY~KE >mid he trusted 
the Postmaster-General would not object to the 
postponement of the clause. 

The POSTMASTER - GENERAL: I will 
object. 

The HoN. A. ,T. THYNNE sairl he trusted 
thnt the hon. the Postmaster-neneml would not 
persist in the course he had adopted; and he would 
briefly point out - he should not trouble the 
House on the matter ag·ain-that if the amend­
ment which the hon. gentleman proposed was 
pa .• serl, the board could not have upon it a single 
chemist of the colony at the present time. 
If hon. gentlemen wished it to be so, he had 
nothing further to say on the subject ; but he 
thought it very unfair and very wrong that the 
whole body of chemists of the colony should be 
excluded from becoming members of the first 
board. That would be the practical effect of 
the amendment ; and he maintained that a 
man who had got a certificate of qualification 
from the Pharmaceutical Society of Great 
Britain, Dublin or London, should be r[nali­
fiecl to hold a seat on the board. He would 
move that the words " as a chemist or druggist" 
be inserted after the words "pharmaceutical 
chemist" in the amendment introduced on 
clause :i. The hon. the Postmaster-General 
might not realise the effect of the amendment, 
but it would enable g-entlemen here who had 
passed examinations in the old country, alth•Jugh 
they might be of a minor degree, to. be elected as 
members of the board. Of course, 1f hon. gentle­
men objected, he did not wish to press the 
matter further. 

The HoN. G. KI~G said he certainly 
understood when they agreed to the recommittal 
of the Bill f,,r the purpose of recnnsiderins clause 
5, that the highest •1ualification in chem1st~ and 
drug>;ists should be insisted upon in the members 
of the board. He understood that the lower 
qualification, if agreed to, would give chemists the 
right to be registered, but not to be examiners. 

The POST:MASTEH-GENERAL said that 
pharmaceutical chemists were the only persons 
recognised under the Imperial statute. If they 
enabled chemists and druggists to become phar­
maceutical chemists, they would be defeating his 
cbjecL in propoeing hb amendment. 

The Ho:-:-. A. ,J. THYKKE said it would be 
rnther presumptuous for the Committee, prac­
tically, to sa.y that the Pharmaceutical Society of 
GrPat Britain had no right to gh"e two degrees, 
a his· her rtnd a lower. He had put the matter a" 
plainly as he could, and did nut think it neces:mry 
now take up 1nore tilne. 

The HoN. ,T. C. HEL:SSLER said that as far 
as he knew, the Plmrmacentical Society was rt 
self-eon:;tituted authority, the members of which 
ag-reed to consicler tho:;e people who had pasoerl 
theit· exnruination as cmnpetent. 

The Hox . .A. C. cam(!OHY :;aid the question 
was whether thev ohunld pass :1 Bill which would 
prP.ch1rle PYery o~1e of the chen1ists and drnggiBts 
of the colony from being on the board. He 
thoug-ht it desirable that some of them should 
sit on the board, for it wa:; very undesirable that 
the bmtrd should cmcsist entirely of medical 
pmctitioners. It would, therefore, be better to 
adopt the Hon. J\Ir. Thynne's amendment. 

question - That the words proposed to be 
inserted be so inserted--put. 

The Committee di \·idee! :-
CoNTEXT~, 7. 

The lions. Sir A. H. Palrr.er, A. J. 'l'hynne, A. C. Gregory, 
P. :'11acllhE.'rf';Oll, \Y. Pett.igrew, K. L O'Doherty, and 
T. L l\lurray-rrior. 

Xo~-Co~TI·:xTs, 4. 
The Hons. C. 8. i.llein, G. King, A. 1\aff. and 1\. H. 

WaM<. 
questionresol ved in the affirmative. 
The l'OSTMASTER-G:E:0iEHAL moved the 

in:;ertion of the following words after the wol'cl 
"chemist," in line 25-" who holds any such 
certificate or has passed the examination pre­
scriber] by the regulations.'' 

... :\1nendrnent agreed to ; and clause. aF~ 
amended, put and passed. 

The 2nd schedule was passed with a verbal 
amendment. 

The House resumed; and the CHAIRMAN re· 
portecl the Bill with furthllr amendments. 

The report was adopted, and the third reading 
of the Bill made an Order of the Day for to-
n1orrow. 

ADJOFRXMEKT. 
The POSTJ\IASTEH-GENERAL said: I do 

not suppose hon. gentlemen feel inclined to pro­
ceed further with business to-night. I therefore 
move that this House do now adjourn. 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at fifteen minutes past 

10 o'clock. 




