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fH Loral Autlwl'ities, Etc., Bill. [COUNCIL.] Native Birds P1•otection Bill. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 
Wednesdcty, 24 Septe1nbe1', 1884. 

Insanity BilL-Grants and L0ases to Deceased Per.sons 
llill.-Xative Bir_ts Protection Act Amendment Bill 
-committee.-~uccession Act Declarat or.r Bill­
('Qmmittee. - Pettigrew Estate Enabling Bill.­
Local Authorities By-Laws Bill-second reading.­
Pharmacy Bill-committee.-Adjournment. 

The PRESIDENT took the chair at 4 o'clock. 

INSANITY BILL. 
The PRESIDENT read a message from the 

Governor, conveying His Excellency's assent, on 
behalf of Her Majesty, to this Bill. 

GHANTS AND LEASES TO DECEc\SED 
PEHSONS BILL. 

The PRESIDENT read a message from the 
Governor, conveying His Excellency's assent, 
on behalf of Her Majesty, to this Bill. 

NATIVE BIRDS PROTECTIOX ACT 
A:.\IENDMENT BILL-COMMITTEE. 

On the motion of the HoN. W. D. BOX, the 
President left the chair, and the Hou8e went 
into Committee to consider the Legislative 
r\_8seinbly's messag-e. 

The Hox. \V. D. BOX said the Legislative 
Assembly had agreed to the amendments made 
by the Council, with the exceptior1 of that in 
clause 1, which provided that the owner or 
occupier of land on which :1. reserve was pro­
clnimed might withdraw such laud on giving 
six months' notice. As stated by the mover 
of the amendment, the Hon. \V. "Forrest, its 
object was to protect the heirs of persons on 
whose property reserves had been proclaimed. 
But the heirs of all persons were perfectly safe 
under the Government, without the insertion of 
the amendment. They could vary or annul any 
proclamation with regard to lands reserved for 
the protection of native birds, and it would not 
be wise to place the power of withdrawal at 
six month•' notice in the hands of the owners. 
People who owned property would not sacrifice 
their right and title to lands without careful 
consideration, and the Government would not 
accept them without equally careful considera­
tion. If the amendment were retained-after a 
reserve had been in existence twenty, thirty, or 
fifty years, and had become extremely valuable, 
the heirs of the person who had the reserve pro­
claimed might suddenly-without rhyme or 
reason, except their own sweet will-destroy the 
work of fifty years. It seemed to him that the 
clause, as passerl hy the other House, sufficiently 
protected the public, and he begged to move that 
the Committee do not insist on their amend­
ment. 

The Hox. A. C. GHEGORY said he thought 
it would be desirable to omit the an1eudment. 
A person might get a lagoon reserved, and after 
waiting till it was well stocked with birds, might 
give notice of withdrawal to the Colonial Secre­
tary, merely for his own benefit. The clause, as 
passed by the other Chamber, provided for the 
abrogation of reserves when the public interest 
was no longer affected thereby ; and he should 
therefore support the motion. 

The Hox. W. H.· W ALSH said he was not 
at all convinced by the arguments of hon. gentle­
men who approved of the action of the Legisla­
tive Assembly. His opinion was that the con­
sequence of leaving out the amendment would 
be that owners of private lands would refuse 
from the beginning to have resenes made on 
their properties; hence, by eliminating it, tliey 
would defeat the object of the Bill, so far as 
prese!·vation was concerned. He could not con­
cei-:e anything wrong in giving authority to 
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individuals, who permitted the Govemment to 
proclaim reserves, to request the Government to 
withdraw the proclamation. The hon. gentle­
men who had spoken appeared to soon chan"e 
their opinion. -The reason given by the Legf.,_ 
lative Assembly, disagreeing to the amendment, 
was not at all complimentary:-

"Because the clause as worded before amendment 
gives full power to the Governor in Council to amend, 
vary, or annul any proclamation creatmg a reserve 
under this Bill, and the amendment therefore becomes 
unnecessary.'' 
That was simply a statement, and ought not to 
govern hon. members. They thought it was 
necessary ; they exercised their wisdom and 
acted accordingly. He did not intend to divide 
on the question, but shouM regret very much if 
the Committee sanctioned the action of the 
Legislative Assembly. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL (Hon. C. S. 
J\fein) said that when the amendment was under 
discussion before it was pointed out that it 
would give owners of property the power 
capriciously to withdraw their reserves from 
the provisions of the Bill. That had been 
pointed out again now, and he did not 
see why they should offer inducements to 
people to get a reserve proclaimed, and after the 
place became thoroughly stocked give notice of 
withdrawal, and have a magnificent reserve of 
game for their own benefit. It was never 
intended th:1t anything like such a result should 
be the effect of the amendment of the law with 
regard to the protection of native birds. They 
all agreed that game should not be indiscrimi­
nately destroyed. Circumstances might arise, 
owing to the habitat of the birds, in which it 
would be impossible to get a reserve on Govern­
ment ground ; and the Government, in proclaim­
ing reserves on private property, would make 
speci:1l arrangements with the individual as to 
the duration of the reserve on his property. All 
the interference with the owner's rights would 
he that he would be debarred, as well as others, 
from shooting game on his ground-his rights of 
ownership would not be interfered with in the 
slightest degree. There was nothing dis­
courteous in the message of the Legislative 
Assembly; it merely pointed out, what a large 
number of hon. members st:1ted when the 
a,mendment was made-that as the Government 
had the power to alter, vary, or :1nnul any pro­
chtmation, they had the power to remedy any 
inconvenience or oppression that might result 
from continuing a reserve on private property. 
He did not see why they should put an unneces­
sary amendment in a document emanating from 
another Chamber. Hon. members would stand 
very much on their dignity if the other Chamber 
put unnecessary amendments in a Bill of theirs, 
and he hoped the Committee would not insist on 
the amendment. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed, and the CHAIRMAN re­

ported that the Committee did not insist on 
their amendment in clause 1. The report was 
adopted, and ordered to be tr:1nsmitted to the 
Legislative Assembly by message in the usual 
form. 

SUCCESSION ACT DECLARATORY 
BILL-COMMITTEE. 

On motion of the HoN. P. MACPHERSON, 
the President left the chair, and the House 
went into Committee to consider the Legis· 
lative Assembly's amendment. 

The HoN. P. MACPHERSO~ said th:1t an 
amendment had been made in another place, in 
clause 1, by inserting the words " of it,elf." As 
he cnnsidered the amendment perfectly ha,rmless, 
he begged b move that it be agreed tCJ. 

The HoN. A. .T. THYNNE said his bon. 
friend might offer some explanation as to the 
effeet of those two words. 

The HoN. P. MACPHERSOX said he really 
could not say. . 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed, and the CHAIRi\fAN re­

ported that the Committee agreed to the Legis­
lative Assembly's amendment. The report was 
adopLed, and ordered to be transmitted to the 
Legie<lative Assembly by meBBage in the usual 
form. 

PETTIGREW ESTATE I<:;s"ABLING BILL. 
On the motion of the HoN. W. H. vV ALSH, 

this Bill was re:1d a first time, and the second 
re:1ding malle an Order of the D.:ty for Tuesday 
next. 

LOCAL AUTHORITIES BY-LAWS BILL­
SECOND READING. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL, in moving 
the second reading of this Bill, ':1id : :iYiunici­
palities incorporated under the provisions of the 
Local Government Act of 1878 are authorised to 
make by-lmvs for the following, among other 
purposes-namely, for-

" Regulating and licensing porters, public carriers, 
carters, water-drawers. and vehicles plying for hire; 

"ltegnhLting markets, marlmt dues, fairs and saleR; 
"Collecting and managing tolls, rates, and dues upon 

roaUs, bridges, wlmrvcs, jetties, and markets, under the 
control of the council." 
Municipal bodies incorporated under the Divi­
sional Boards Act have also the ]Jower conferred 
upon them to pas" simibr by-lr"ws, and lawyers 
:1s well :1s laymen have for m:1ny years past been 
working under the impression that these powers 
gave the different municipal bodies the right to 
levy fees for licenses and tolls ; and by-laws have 
from time to time been 1 •assed by the different 
boards pn">cribing fees for licenses granted by 
them, as well as fixing rates and tolls for the use 
ofroads, bridges, and markets. Recently, however, 
a case came before the Supreme Court, and it 
appears from the repurt in the public Press­
the official report has not yet been published­
that the decioion of the court w:1s to the effect 
that any by-law exacting a fee was ultl'a •·ires, 
inasmuch as it imposed a tax, and no specific 
authority was conferred upon the local antho­
ritieR authorising them to exact fees. It is 
difficult to understand that the Legislature did 
not contemplate the authority to levy fees, 
becaus8 it would be impo"sible for them 
to carry out the provisions of the law autho­
rising them to collect fees, unless they had 
authority to impose a fee. In view, however, 
of the decision of the Supreme Court, and of 
doubts mised elsewhere as to the powers of local 
authorities in this respect, the Government have 
introduced this Bill. It is to the effect th:1t local 
bodies shnJl h:1ve power "to collect, receive, and 
retain reasonable fees or charges in respect of 
any license gmnted" by them in pursu:1nce of 
any by-law passed in accordance with the pro­
visions of the Local Government Acts. That is 
practically the effect of the Bill. It is intro­
duced for the purpose of enabling municipal 
councils and other local bodies to exercise the 
powers which municipalities have been exercising 
without dispute for many years p:1st-in fact, ever 
since the establishment of municipal institutions 
in the colony. I move that the Bill be now read 
a second time. 

The HoN. A. C. GHEGORY said: I think a 
Bill of this nature is necessary in order to render 
our Local Government Act effectual as regards 
the granting of licenses and the collection of fees 
from the owners of public vehicles. There is, 
howe7er, one part of the measure '\vith which I 
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~ertainly ea.nnnt a.gree. Of eou1·~e, when we ~·o 
mto Connllittee, th:ct \\'ill be the proper time 
to propoRe a,n <-tlllellrluwnt, l1nt T lltnntinn the 
Jnatter nnw hecm1~c T think it i:-: dE-'"-iral)lo tlwt 
whon then~ i~ a ~Lronh' ohjeetim1 tn nu intporb'·~lt 
part of a Blll Jt >'houlrl ]"' referred to "" Ll1c 
~eennrl rending. The ohjectinn:1.hlc tn·oyi:-:ion Ln 
which T \Yi.~h to eall a.ttentiou i:-; contninerl 
in the follL~wiug word~ in the latter part c.f 
elau8e 2 :--

"Such rates or dues may he impo,.;pd in the form of 
ta'\e-; or charge~ upon vehicle~ pa~si11g OY81' the roaxls of 
the local authority." 
X ow, what \rill be the result of such a prod., ion? 
It really gives the different loe>'l authorities 
JHnver. to ilnpose a toll. Snppor4ing I was starting 
from my place to go to the Exhibition. I 
would first of all rerruire a license in Ton­
wong. As soon aH 1 got ont<.;ide rny gate 
into the road I would require a license from 
the Ithaca Board. Then when I got a 
little further on I would find mvself within 
the municipality of Brisbane, and mi.other license 
woulcl be necessary. And just hefnre I got to 
the Exhibition building I should have to pay 
another tax to the Booroot!abin Divisi<>nal Board 
to ~·et across the road to Bow en Park. If I went 
a little further still l should ha Ye to pay for 
another license~and so on ; in fact, I should 
he very much in the position some people on the 
Continent were when they all came to le,·y 
tolls. A fire broke out at one time in a 
place near a certrdn boundary, and a Dl.Hnher 
of persons drove up to the vate across the 
entrance to it with a fire·Pngi71P, ln1t as they 
lutd not 3d. to pay the toll they were obliged to 
stop outRide and watch the fire blazing ~t\vay 
tpt_til it de;stroyud. the building. I simply give 
tll11s as an 1llustratwn. It would be a very great 
inconve11ience if there \VaR to be a charge Lsuch 
''" is sanctioned by the Bill. It would be far 
better that any such rerenue should be collected 
in some other form. There if' no dou ht that 
considerable inconvenience has arisen in Rmne 
districts in consequence of the timber traffic. 
Very heavy loads have been drawn through the 
divi:;ions, and the roads have been so cut up 
that the boards have suffered serious loss. 
But in such cases .[ think that some other 
methocl of getting out of the difiicnlty should 
he adopted than that proposed by the Bill. 
ln one instance a by-la'v intposing a wheel­
tax was passed, and the board tried to pnt 
it in force, hut failed to do sn. In order to 
make -it work at all thev were obli<>ed to 
adopt a rule~ it could not i>rnperly be c~lled a 
law--to the effect that all vehicles pa"ing over 
their roads should pay a tax, but residents within 
the division were to he exempt. The tax was 
not to be collected from them. ·whether the 
divisional board wa" not legal responsible for the 
tax which they chose not t'l collect, and 
whether they could not be proceederl again"t for 
misappropriation, is perhaps a question. At any 
rate, I think it is exceedingly nndesira,ble that 
such a power as the measure proposes to confer 
in this matter should be allowed to municipal 
bodies. As regards the other part of tbe Bill, I 
certainly was of opinion that the Local Govern­
ment Act, and so llluch of it as was transferred to 
theDivisionalBoards Act, was sufficient to enable 
the local authorities to impose a license fee upon 
pnblic rehicles. But we ha Ye now an authority 
to the effect that it is not sufficient. and it is 
much more convenient to deal with the matter 
in a short Bill like this than to enter into 
a long controYen;y ns to the 111e:tning of 
words in which the indiYidnals conccmed wonld 
be sure. to get the \Fn·st of iL Tt is there­
fnre rlesirable that we should endeavour hy 
]e.gisla.tion to set at rest anv don ht that has 
Hi~ep ao to the state \11 t)le ·lii<W on the lll"tter 

<lealt with in the measnre befom the Hnn•e 
1 :-;haJl :-;npport the utotion for the second reading ; 
lmt at the ~all!e tinH', when ,,-e get into Cn1n~ 
nlitt.r•e, I ..;hall he prepn.red to ~trong-ly oppo.~c 
that part nf the Bill to which 1 lmve taken 
excepti 1 Hl. 

The Jlo:-:. \\". D. ])().\: ><ai<l: r SllJ>]""e t.],j,-; 
Bill i:-~ necC'~:-.ary, othend~e it \nmld lint have 
lletm introclnced by t1w hon. Pn;-;tlnc.t-;ter-( -ieneral. 
1 thought, with ,;thet' hon. members, that. the 
Local Uovel'nment Act and the Divisional 
Boards Act gaYe the necessary authority to local 
bodies to levy license fees. '\Vhile I approve of 
the general principle of the measure before us, I 
do trust that the hon. gentleman in charge of it 
will have it so altered that we may not have re­
course to the old system of tolls on public roatk 
J\Iy exJ•erience is that tolls are being abolished 
everywhere, though I am smTy to say that they 
do exist in some phwes. :Still I know that 
in nearly all lareJ·e cities they h>we disappeared 
entirely. The last toll I paSHed through was on 
the road from :\Ielbourne. I have not seen anv 
tolh on Queensland roads, a.nd I hope the,:e 
neYer will be any. ln wme of the inland counties 
of England T believe tolls still exist, but I do hope 
that the hon. the Postmaster-General will have 
the Bill altered so as not to allow the introduc­
tion of that old obsolete system into Queensland. 

The Hox. W. p~;TTIGREW said: With 
reference to the clause with which the Hon. J\lr. 
fi-regory has found fault~ I take an entirely 
<lifferent view. As an instance of his obiections 
he tells us that he lives in Toowong, a;td that 
cmning into tovyn he 'vould IJa.Hs through several 
municipalities "r diYisions and might be liable 
to a tax on bis Yehiclc in each division. He thinks 
it very hard th~ct he shoulrl have to pay any 
rates for nsing- the roads. I, on the other hand, 
think very differently indeed. I think that 
when a man uses a road he ought to pay for it. 
That is a,n old idea of mine which I have held 
for many yenrs. I think it is a great hardship 
that the peojJle of the city of Brisbane should 
keep their streets in repair for the use of those 
vvho pay no rates whatever~ and yet receive 
the fnll benefit of the good roads, and, in fact, 
an equal benefit to those who are living in 
the city and who do pay rates. For the8e 
reasons I think the clause to which the hon. 
gentleman makes objection should be retained 
in the Bill. It is certainly very necessary 
indeed that th0~e people who use the roads and 
streets of a municipality or division should pay 
something towards keeping· them in proper 
Ye pair. 

Question put am! pasHed, and the committal 
of the Bill made an Order of the Day for next 
<lay's sitting. 

PHARMACY BILL~COi\HIITTEE. 
On the motion of the Hon. A. ,J. THYKKE, 

the President left the chair, and the House went 
into Committee of the '\Vhole for the considera­
tion of this Bill. 

Pre.1mble postponed. 
Clauses 1 to 3, inclusive, passed as print.ed. 
On chu!Se 4, as follows :~ 
''There shnll be a board, consisting of SteYcn member:-:, 

called' The Pharmacy Board. of Queensland,' which shall 
be constituted a.s hereinafter provided, and shall have 
the powers and authorities hereinafter defined." 

The Hox. '\V. D. BOX snid he >'Upposcd the 
hon. gentleman knew what he wished when he 
proposed seven a~ the n1unbel' of 1nen1ben; who 
should constitute the hoard. He supposed there 
\Vas sotne good reason ftlr Jw.,dng such a l:.uge 
nnn1ber? 

The Ho5. ~\. J. THYXXE said it wac alway .. 
well to haYe a &ujliciept nunjber to enable a 
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<]uorum to be obtainucl. If the numbei' Wits 
reduced to five, it would he <1 diffienlt thing to 
get a quorum of three, which wa,; the mmllest 
that ought to be provide<! for. 

The POSTMAST:Elt · GENElL\L saicl he 
quite agreed with the Hon. ::\Ir. Box that the 
nu1uber watl too large, Lecanse it would be found 
that seven <]mtlitiecl men could not be got 
to "it on the board. He might here refer to 
the objections which he hacl raised yestercby 
'" to one of the leading principles of the Bill. 
The Dill prn]Josed to license all persons regis­
tered as chemists as pharumceutical chemists 
also. Now, it was well known that pharnu. 
centical chen1iHt:::~ were gentlunen of high stand­
ing and qualifications, "\vho had undergone Yery 
stringent exar11intLtion.9; but it wm; proposed to 
place all ordinary chemi.,ts in the same dignifiecl 
position a" the gentlemen he allucled to, ancl 
thereby fitting them to sit as members of 
the board. Ho doubted very much whether 
there were seven n1en in Bri:-:;bane, pra.ctiDing 
as chcrrliGts, who had undergone exa1nination 
as pharmaceuticrol chemists. He ventured to say 
there were not more than three of sLlch men. 
\Vith reference tu the number of memberc; who 
Hhoulrl cmnpm;e the bon.rd, hiN experience "ra~ 
very different to that of the Hon. 1\Ir. Thynne. 
If there were a la.rge number of 1nmnlx~.r::; npon 
any goYerning body, there \Vfkq the grea.test diffi­
culty in getting tog-ether a quorum. J~ach rnmn­
ber relied upon his brother being- there, aml thus 
absented himself from the performance nf his 
duties. In view of the fact that thm·e were few 
men available, and the tendency of men to shil"!< 
their duties when membeu of boards, it would, he 
thought, be advisable to reduce the number from 
seven to five. 

The Ho". A .• J. THYNNE said the hon. 
gentleman had told them it wa3 impossible, iu 
Brisbane, to get seven f[Ualified men under the 
Bill. 

The POSTMASTEH-G:E~JmAL said he 
had not referred to the munber that could be got 
under the 13ill. He said seven c1ualified men 
could not be found in Brisbane. 

The Hox. A. J. THYNNE said he was con-· 
tent to take the hem. gentleman 'o correction, and 
sny that he s<1irl seven qualified men could not be 
funnel. Did the hon. gentleman remember the 
provision in clause 5 \'vith reference to 1nedical 
practitioners? The fact of Heven n1en being on 
the board vvould, he rnaintained, give greater 
security and safety to the public than if the 
busine>'s was only conductecl by five. As he had 
already pointed out, it W<1S better to have 
a sufficient. number on the board, ancl in that 
way ensure a qnornm. Considering the great 
power given to the board, he did not think it 
would be advisable to reduce the number to 
five. 

The Hox. \V. D. BOX said the Postmaster­
General had informed them that a pharmaceu­
tical chemi,;t was a man who had passed a 
certt1in examination, and he also saicl that the 
Bill would enable men to become chemists 
a,nd drnggistH, and register as phannaceutical 
chemists. The interpretation clause said :--

"'Registered chmniRt and clruggh;t' means ~t person 
rcgiKicred a~ uwler the 3Iec1ical AL:t or 1867 ; 'phar­
ma.eeutical ehmnist' moans a purson registered as such 
under tllis ~ict." 
That was to say that a man who had passed a 
careful examination and been aclmittecl as a 
pharmaceutial chemist was in no high01· position 
than an ordinary chemist. He was straying from 
clnuse '1, but he c,,mlrl not help saying tlmt it 
seemerl to be a very serious thing that the effect 
of the Bill woul<l be to do mvay with exarnimttions 
':'" regarded the higher qnctlification of cherni:ots. 
1\eferl'ing io the clause under discus";ion he waf::: 
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sure the number Wt" too large. His experience 
of boanls was that if there were a reasonable 
mnnber of m em hers men became used to the work 
and attended to it, but if there were a large 
uum her the attendance would gradually drop 
ofl. He hoped the Committee would consent to 
change the number. His iclea was that the 
board should consist of three members, but he 
pre,;umed that would not be agreed to. How­
ev-er, he thought five was much preferable to 
t:1even. 

The Hox. A. J·. THYXNE said he could not 
see anything in the objection of the hon. 
gentlem::m, and he might call the attention 
of members of the Committee to the fact 
that the Bill had passed through the Assembly 
on two occasions. It had also been before that 
House for a long time, and been discussed over 
ancl over ag-ain. If hon. members wished it, he 
could refer to the debate in the Assembly, in 
which the question had been thoroughly thmshed 
out. He considered the number seven was pre­
ferable to five, and that conclmion had been 
cnn1e to on a fonner occasion. Af-> to the idea 
that seven registered chemists could not be 
obtained in Brisb;:me, he would refer the Post­
!l1tlster·General to the statement which Dr. 
Ibneruft made before the last committee. 
Tlmt gentleman began with the most sweep­
ing assertion that the chemists of Brisbane 
were an illiterate body. As chairman of 
the committee, he (Hon. Mr. Thynne) named 
the chemist,; from one end of ~ueen street 
to the other, and asked Dr. Bancroft the 
ftneHtinn~'' Bearing those narnes in rnind, will 
~you say that not one of th()t'e n1en are corn~ 
peknt of sitting on a bn·,,rd ? " and he had to 
withrlraw from the posit;u,, he had assumed. 
D1·. B:cncroft"s last answer given to the com­
mittee was that all that the medical profession 
wttnted were the same privileges which they 
had hacl heretofore, and he might say that the 
chemists only wanted to be put on a proper 
footing. 'The chemists in England, when the 
pharmaceutical society was formed, had to 
contencl with exactly the same thing that 
the chemists in Queensland lucl to do now. 
\Vhy they slwuld make a difference in Queens· 
land he could not see. They hml it from the 
Hon. Dr. O'Doherty that from his knowledge of 
the chemists of Brisbane he could say they were 
as capable in their business <1s the members of 
the medical profession were in theirs. Neither 
the J:'o,tmaster-General nor the Hon. Mr. Box 
hrLd shown any good reason why the number 
sboulcl be altered. 

The HoN. A. C. GREGOEY said the number 
of members composing the bo<1rd was not of so 
much consequence as to call for any alteration 
of the chtu.,e, though he considered five to be 
about the best working number. \Vhat he 
now wished to refer to came in the next clause in 
connection with which provision should be made 
against the disl'lensions that 1night arise in a 
mixed board. Questions might be decided in 
different ways according as pharmaceutical 
chemists or medical practitioners were in the 
majority. 

Clause put and passed. 
On clause 5, as follows :-
" l~very member of 'Lhc board must, until a register 

has been made, and tha,t fact has been certified to the 
Governor, under the provisions of thjs Aet, be a regis­
tered chemist nnd druggist, or legally qualified medical 
practitioner, and so soon a:!. such register has been 
mac1e, and the faet so certified, must be a pharma .. 
ceutical chemist, or legally qua1ifiecl meclical practi~ 
tioner." 

The POSTl\L\.STER-GEXJmAL said he 
had an amendment to propose, which, if carried, 
wonld be followed by other amendments. The 
object he wi,;hed to attain was that the bo<m:l 
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should consist of competent men, both in its 
initiation and therea.fter. He moved the in­
sertion after the word "druggist" of the 
following :~ 

\Vho holds a eertiiicate of competency as. a pharma­
ceutical ehemist. from the l 11utrnutcy .Board of Great 
Britain. or any college or boanl of pharmacy recognised 
by the board under the regulations. 

The effect of the amendment would be that no 
person now registered under the :Medical Act of 
18G7, who could not produce a certificate of com­
petency from any properly com;tituted pharma­
ceutical society, would be eligible as a member 
of the board. In order to ascertain how a person 
could become a pharmaceutical chemist, it was 
necessary to go further on to clause 20, which 
would enable any person rcgbtered under the 
Act of 1867 to become a registered chemist. He 
proposed to amend th:tt portion of the clause which 
enabled chemists and druggists under the Medical 
Act, without having undergone, either in the 
colony or elsewhere, an examination, to step into 
the position of pharmaceutical chemists, by strik­
ing out those words and providing in another 
subsection that any person who had practised 
pharmacy for three years would be eligible after 
undergoing the necessary examination. That 
would be doing no injustice to those persons who 
were at present licensed chemists and druggists. 
If they were competent they would lmve no 
difficulty in passing their examination; and if 
they were not competent they should not be 
licensed. That was only a ret>sonable proposition 
for the protection of the chemists and druggists 
themselves, as well as for the public, which was 
of even gret>ter importance. If the t>mendment 
were not accepted he should take it that the 
Committee approvecl of the proposition in tl:je 
Bill, that any person now in the position of a 
licensed chernist and druggist rnight at once 
become a pharmaceutical chemist, and be elected 
as a member of the board which was to examine 
future candidates. It was intended that no 
person should be licensed to practise as " plmr­
maceutical chemist, in future at all events, unless 
he had been apprenticed to son1eone engaged in 
the profe.•sion, and had passed an examination 
showing his competency to compound drugs. If 
it was necessary that all persons in future should 
possess those qualifications it would be unwise 
and certainly illogical to say that any man who 
was now licensed should at once, without further 
proof of his know ledge, be licensed to perform 
those duties. He begged to move the amend­
ment he hac\ read. 

The Hox. A. J. THYXXE said the Post­
master-General in proposing the amendment 
sought to exclude incompetent men from the 
board ; but the effect would be the very opposite, 
and as an example he would mention the names 
of three gentlemen who would be excluded from 
the board if the amendment passed. The first 
was ProfesROr Pepper, who was, he SU]Jposed, 
one of the most competent men to conduct ex­
aminations in the colony, and who by his 
credentials appeared never to have passed an 
examination before any pharmacy board in 
his life. He thought also that Mr. Staiger 
had never complied with the requirements 
which the am~ndm'ent would insist upon ; 
and he believed that he was also correct 
in saying that Mr. Marr, the Government 
Analytica,J Chemist, would be excluded. That 
wtts not the first time the amendment had been 
proposed. It was introduced in 1882, when the 
present Premier, who had charge of the Bill, 
gave his reasons in a very clear way why 
it should not be adopted, showing that Mr. 
Staiger and Mr. J\Iarr would be excluded. He 
thought that was sufficient objection to the 
,amendment. He might quote the following, 

from the remarks of the present :Premier, in 
1882:~ 

"·why s:1wult1 a man who had passed a good examina­
tion in America, Gennany, or other 1'on;ign cmmtry be 
excluded. from the board r It 'ivas a mistake altogether. 
flurely the chemists themselYes could be trn~tell to say 
who were 1lw most competent men amongst them ~ He 
diclnot aM:whso nmeh importance to the holding of a 
certificate, A man mig-ht lJc a Yery good chemist 
though he had never pas8E'(l an examination; he might 
nfrver have had the opportunity t.o do so." 
The amendment was not desimble, as it would 
have the effect of excluding g·ood men from the 
board, and would he dn-t\ving diHtiuctions in 
favour of men who, perha]Js, happened to 
possess a certificate, but might be the most 
incornpetent rnen in the colony. 

The POSTMASTER-GRi'\EllAL said the 
hon. gentleman die\ not know what was the scope 
of his own Bill. Chtuse 5 provi<led that, until a 
register was made, every member of the bmwd 
must be a registered chBlnistanddrnggi:-5t, or legally 
qualified medical practitioner, A pharmaceutical 
chen1ist was defined to be "a person regiHtered 
as such under this Act," and he was to be eligil.Jle 
for appointment as a member of the board. He 
did not know that Profeswr Pepper was 
registered as a chenlist a,nd druggist, but he 
would come in under the ttmendment, because 
he possessed a diploma from a society which 
would be recognised by the board. His h<m. 
friend's objection was this: The mere ttccidcnt of 
Professor Pepper, Mr. Staiger, and J\iir. :Marr 
residing in Brh;bane, and being registered as 
che1nists and druggi::;t::;, would confer on then1 
the privilege of being members of the board. 
According to the clau:'3e, <-tny person not novv 
a che1nist and drnggist could not becon1e a 
pharnmcentical chemist hereafter, unless he 
underwent training of a certain character, and 
passsed certain exarninations ; so that if Prn~ 
fessor Pepper had not been a chemist and 
druggist in the colony, inasmuch as he had not 
passed an examination elsewhere, he woul<1 be 
compelled to pass an examination in the colony 
if the Dill v»ssecl in its present state. The hou. 
gentlenu1n waR sirnply wanting thm;e gentle1nen 
to h'we the advanh>ge of the accident of hewing 
arrived in the colony before the Bill becmne law. 
He quoted from the present Premier's speech 
an extract which showed that he had not carefully 
read the amendment, which provided that the 
board ndght receive certificateH frmn colleges and 
boards of pharmacy outside the colony. AH 
long as a n1an produced a certificate of corn­
petency from a pharmaceutical Rociety of Great 
Britt>in, or any college or board of pharmacy 
whoRe degrees were recogni8ed aH sufficient by 
the board, he would be eligible tts a member of 
the board. If Profe,;sor Pepper possessed that 
qualification, though he "\Vas not registered as a 
chen1ist and druggist, he would be eligible ; 
but, if not, he would not be competent under 
eection 5. 

The Hox. A. J. THYJ'\NE said the l'oot­
master-General "eemed inclined to go further 
than was necessary for the ]JUrpose of his argu­
ment, and why he' should be so complimentary 
as to tdl him he did not understand the scope of 
his own Bill he could not nnderstancl. It was not 
the first time the hon. gentleman had shown the 
same courteous spirit towards him in that 
Chamber. At the same time he must tell the 
hon. gentleman that his amendment, which 
he had taken the opportunity of studying, 
really was of no practical benefit or advttn­
tage in any way, becmJSe it would not tend 
to ensure in the slightest degree a better class 
of men on the l10ard than was secured aln>:1cly. 
It was impossible in thiH colony at times to dis­
tinguish between the different colleges and boards 
of phmmacy in other parts of the world, and it 
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was well known that occa~ionally a. JlUU1 got a 
diplo1na in other parts of the world in a n1anner 
that wn,s not. sati:-;factnry. Exalnina,tiont:l were 
smnetin1es conductell in a vcrv lax rnanner. 
The Bill amply provided for such c:>ses. and he 
still adhered to what he had already said, his 
argnmentR having been in no way Rhaken by the 
remarh of the Postmaster-General. As he (Hon. 
::\fr. Thynne) had pointed out, Professor Pepper 
did not hold a certificate of competency. 

The PCJSTl\L\STEll-GE:::--rERAL: Pmfes,or 
Peppt•r ~ai(l he wa~ a profe:-;t:mr of chen1irstry and 
honorary direetor of the Polytechnic, London. 

'l'he Hox. A .• J. THYXXE: Just w. 
The POST::\L\STEH-GEXEJlAL: That is'" 

college. 
The Hox. "'· J. THYXc\E said : Prnfe'"or 

Pepper held no certificate from any pharma­
ceutical institution so far a.s he was aware of. He 
(Hon . .:\fr. 'fhynne) clid not think there was any 
need for him to further disclms the <luestion. 

The Hox. \V. D. BOX "aid if the matter went 
to a division he wonld support the amendment, 
because he believed it waB a wise propoRnl. If 
a man had not a certificate he had no lmoiness 
tco sit on the bmtrd. He believed iu certificates 
obbtined after examination. Of cume;e the certi­
ficate of qualifit'cttion must be properly proved. 

The Hox. A .. T. THYX="E said he would 
take that opportnni ty of again refmTing to what 
he stated the previous day in speaking on that 
sa111e clau~e. He then Baid he was in­
formed that there "·as no official record kept as 
to the particulars of the qualifications of chemists 
who had been passed by the JYiedic'1l Board. The 
names of chemie;t,; were simpl v placed on the 
register, a.nd that wat~ the onl)r officiaJ record 
of their qualification. There ":ere no mean,; of 
ttscertaining what chemists were qualified to form 
a boanl under the lJl"O]JO><ed amendment. 

The PORTJ\J ASTE n- C El'\EllAL said he 
noticed, on referring to the evidence taJ\:en before 
the committee, that Profese;or Popper said, "I 
nn1 not a uhemist. and drnggil'St." Therefore that 
gentleman could not be appointed on the board 
under that Bill, except it was under clause 20 
which euabled the boanl to recogni~e de(rrees' 
certificates, and diplornas frmn in:::;tituti<~ls of 
the character indicated in his (Hon. Mr. Mein's) 
amendment. Clause 20 provided that the hoard 
Dhould rccogni~e a.-, entitled to be regi8tered as 
pharmaceutical chemists-

,. Any pcl'son \vho has attainoll the age uf twenty-one 
years, aU<l-

1. Is a rcgist.rred chemist and rlrnggbt; or 
2. Hold:-: H certificate or tHploma. of ('Oll1118tencw as a 

pharmaceutical chemi~t. or as a elH'mist. and 
<1l'nfU{ist from the Plmruutc(mt,ical .tloeiet:r of 
f1re<Lt Hritain, or any eollcgc or l)Oarrl of 1llwr­
~:~~\~~1~~?ogniscll hy the board under the rrgu-

It w:'>< in the spirit of that cl:<nse that the 
mnendment was framed. The amendment was 
framed in a way to nutke it harn1onise and be 
symmetrical with the language of the hon. 
gentleman's Bill. The hon. gentleman admitted 
that the persons mentioned in the clause 
quoted ought to be recognised ns pharmaceutical 
chemists; and he (Hon. J\1r. lYiein) a.creed with 
him, and said further tlmt those pers"ons should 
be eligible to become m em bcrs of the pharmacy 
board. As the Billuow stood, Professor Peppe"r 
was not eligible unless he first became registered 
as a chemist under clanse 20. 

The Hox. A. C. GHEGOHY said it hac! been 
a sort of neceBKary consequence that when the 
Rociety of ph:trnn:tceutical dJeulir",tti w:tti e:->tab­
]i:-:;bed in Queenslau<l ~1 uuuibr:.r uf lH~n;ous 
should he regi:-:;tered who were no UouLt 
qualified to cliopen:;e wediciueo, but who 

might fall very ehort of being fit per:;ons 
to be made exmniners. In the first instance, 
tho."e who had the power of appointing or regi:;­
terin,- pharmaceutic,,,] chemists would probably 
not be particularly e;trict, so long aB the can­
didates performed their duties and could di,;­
pen:-:;e rncdicines. lf, hov.,rever, they were to 
secure highly qualified chemists they must have 
competent boards ttnd competent examiners; 
and he thought the amendment moved by the 
Postrnntiter-General was a desirable one. r\ 
g-ood deal had l>een said as to how the amend­
ment woulcl affect certain gentlemen. It 
Wati not wise, he thought, to nlention IU1Utc:-; 

in n di,;cussion of that kind, but as two or three 
gentlemen hacl been spoken of several times 
he ruight Ray a word or two in reference 
to them. In the case of J\Ir. i\Iarr, he had very 
little doubt-in fact he was almoe;t certain-that 
that gentleman had paBsed a proper examination. 
:\fr. Staiger had, he was sure, and could at any 
time step into a shop and take out a license, if 
he thought fit to bec<Jme a pharmaceutical 
chemiot. That gentleman was unquestionably 
one of the rnost scientific chemists in the colony, 
if not the most scientific. \Vith regard to 
Professor Pepper, he (Hon. Mr. Gregory) 
believed th:>t tlmt gentleman was an exeellent 
chembt. He (Hon. J\lr. Gregory) had suffi­
cient knowledge of chemistry himself perhaps 
to be >tble to puzzle a pharmaceutical chemi:;t, 
but he could not um!ertttke to examine a 
pharmaceutical chemi:;t, becauBe that waB not 
the line of ,;tudy to which he had devoted his 
attention. Pers01u; \vho exarnined pharmaceu­
ti<·Jtl chemiots should be themselves thoroughly 
couversnnt with the duties of that bmnch of the 
profeHsion. It was not sufficient to be a chemiBt. 
r\ ruau n1ig-ht be a good chetnist, and at the smne 
tirne a.n unfit person to examine pharrnaceutical 
chemists. He thought the amendment was a salu­
tary one, and was inclined to give it his support. 
\Vith regard to the possibility, which at an 
earlier period he said there might be, of the whole 
pharmacy boanl being medical practitioners, he 
now saw that there w:-tK no reason to fear such a 
result. Xoditficulty waslikelytooccurin that wtty, 
because the chemists had the power of electing 
the board, and they were not likely to elect n 
majority uf medical practitioners; so that there 
waK no necessity for rnaking specific }Jrovision on 
that point. If the chemists die! elect a m:>jority 
of medical practitioners, then, " as they made 
their bed they must lie un it." Although he 
would sup]Jort the an1endtnent under discus::;ion, 
he could not Bay that he agreed with the subse­
quent amemlment which had been foreshadowed 
by the Postmae;ter-General. 

The Hox. A. ,T. THY::'fNE said that the Bill 
ga.ve the board power to appoint exarninerR. 
It 'vas a. cornn1nn thing in an exarnination fnr 
the degree of LL.D., for the examiner to be a 
person who had never taken a degree in his life, 
and '"as not even a barris;ter or legal]Jractitioncr, 
In this colony there was a board of examiners 
for barristers, but, as a rule, the exarninations in 
classics and mathematics were conducted, not by 
the board, but by competent perwns appointed 
by them; and he took it that a similar course 
would be followed by the r•harmacy board. 

The POST::\IASTER-GENIWAL said it was 
quite true, as had just been pointed out by the 
Hon. i\Ir. Thynne, that the Board of Exami­
ners for Barristers appointed persons to ex­
amine candidate~ in specific subjects, althoul\h 
such persons rmght not be members of t11e 
boarcl. But they must hear in mind that in all 
instance' the board who :tppointed the exmuiners 
\Vere ennq>etent to pass the exmnination, or had 
llat:-ised an eX<-lrlllina.twn lJl'edou:-;}~v. £-\nd this 
was what he wanted to get at in his am~nJment. 
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He wished to be satisfied that the lJOard who 
framed the regulations as to examinations woulcl 
themselves possess the necessary <]ualifications. 
The members of the board ought to be ea] mble of 
setting the examination papers on the different 
subject•, because, although it was not abbolutely 
necessary that they should set them, they were the 
licensing authority and wonld ha1·e to be sn,tis· 
fied that candidates were properly cputlifierl. 

The Ho:i". vV. H. \VALSH saicl he thought 
that men who occupied the position of members 
of the board should be thoronghly competent. 
It behoved hon. gentlemen to be Yory cm·eful in 
conferring a power which woulcl he a dangerous 
power in the hands of persons who were 
not well capable of suc;taining their position. 
He knew who were the real promoters of the 
Bill, and he thought if they were fit to follow 
their vocation they should also prove that they 
were fit to become the masters of their profession. 
\Vhil: he was speaking on the subject, he might 
mentiOn that he thought the evirlenco of the 
committee would ha've been more ,-alw1hle 
had its researches been extended a little 
further in the direction of examining wme of 
the leading medical practitioners of the colony. 
It appeared to him that the evidence failed in 
that respect, for they had simply the evidence of 
those one or tyvo practitioners who were known 
to be in favour of the Bill. He would refer hon. 
members to the evidence that was taken by the 
previous committee appointed by the House to 
consider the same subject, and that w>es evidence 
that had not been made use of apparently in the 
report. Hon. members had only to look at that 
evidence to see how strong-how Yery strong­
were the opinions expressed by the principal 
1nedical n1en of Brh;bane agnoinHt giving such a 
power, as was asked for in the Bill, to the J >rn.sAnt 
pharmaceutical chemists of the colonv. He did 
not suppose that evidence was in tli"e hands of 
hon. members ; but, as far :ts he could, he would 
refer to it. Dr. J. Bancroft was called in and 
examined, and after some preliminary 'lUestimm, 
he was asked-

" Do yon think the ehembts of the colony arc fit men 
to examine under the 1n·oyisions or this Hill~~ "''roll, thE'y 
arc. I consicler, ill-informed, and ill able to carr,v it out. 
'l'hey have very little scientific knowledge of either 
drugs or chemicals. 'rhe majority of them ~tre merely 
traders." 
'That was one remark of Dr. Bancroft's, and he 
would refer now to Dr. Augustus Concannon. 
In a lengthy reply, in the shape of information, 
he gave this to the committee:-

" A Bill shoulrl be prepared lJy the medical men and 
selected chemists whom they t.hiuk emupet~nt to help 
in examinations in futuro ; and that eould be intrm1uecd 
in llarliament. I ha Ye particular objections to the Bill 
before the committee. First of all, there is no pro­
Yision hy which registered chemists shall be obliged to 
make up mcUicines thmnselve.;o:," 
He did not know whether the hon. gentleman 
had provided against that in the Bill. Then he 
went on-

" Any chemist can leave the making-up of medicines to 
ahoy or any assist~Lut who has been six months in his 
~hop. I think there should be a clause that only 
1 harmaceutical chemists should dispense doctors' 
pre::criptions with their mvn hands, or by duly qualified 
assbtants. rersonally, I ha,·e a great objectiou to 
keeping my own medicines; but the inaccuracy of some 
chemists who are qm~lified under the existing law is a 
sonrce of great anxiety to mediea.l men. Under this Bill 
those persons would be re.gistered chemists; it a:ttords 
no greater security to the public than h; given 
h.v the existing law; they are in no way pre­
Yt'nted rrom carrying on tllcir hnsiness in the manner 
now objected t.o. It is a frequent occurrence, at this 
day, when a medical man prescribes for a vatient and 
tind,s that the medicine has ha!l a f:tvonrahle e1feet, to 
ordpr that the 1n·eseription be repeatctl, alH1 nfter­
w:mls to hear the patient say, ''rhe tirst 1uetlieinc was 
eolonrle~s, and the othcl' a dark-hrmvn colonr,' showing 
that then~ must have hccn a mistake in eH her oft he lnix­
.tures w.acle up. Tllcre are cllcl.llist;:; iu the town \Yho are 

well known, and who will substitute a cheap and value­
less medicine when expensive drugs are ordere!l. 'rh is 
Bill, if pn:o;secl ilmuetliately, would not interfere 'vith 
men \Vho hold vested interest"'. And I do not con­
sider sneh men arc capa.ble of superrising the whole of 
the other d1emists of this colony, or such as ·will be 
recently pa~sell. I wish to state, also, that there is no 
clause to prevent, by fine or otherwise, chemists pre­
scribing, for whieh t.hey are totally untit, either by pre­
liminary or nny other training.n 

He came now to rpwstion 311. Dr. Concannon 
wm; asked:-

" Have you lool\f'<1 at dansc 5 ~--Supposing- it '\Y:ts 
amcnctcd to the cfl' 'Ct that a. certain proportion of 
mec1kal men should be on the board--~ I que~t.ion 
whethrr any me!Ucal lllf-1.11 in the town wonlll sit. with 
the present Chemists. Ton wonl<l have to give a dceided 
majority of medical men to elect the president of the 
board; bccansc I do not suppose any medical man 
'vonld sit. ml<ler the presiden<'y of a chembt in Bri~IJanc. 
1 know that I \Vonllluot. It wonld, I thlnl\:, be well to 
wait for ~L sufficient muubcr of cducntell ehemists to he 
avaibtble to form their bonrd. 

"\\-c hR,Ye had it in f'Vic1enco that t11e board of 
pharmaccntieal f'.ocieties in other pla!~es consist alto­
gether of members of their own body. In 1\-ew South 
Wales nnd in Ireland merlical men are included-in 
Sydney ond is on the boarcl~ I think it would hB much 
better that the board should consist of ehemists 
enlirely; but I do not think we have them here. It' we 
have seven or nine men of goorl Prltwntion, WPII up to 
their lmsines:--, who by examination-by study and 
tei't-Rueh as all mer1ieal men haye to paHs---1n·ovcd 
their (iH:tli!i.eations. then have the pharmaey lmard at 
oner:. But I do not see where you c;m get. seven or five 
chmnists capnhle of forming- a board and ranking with 
the pharnmcenticul boards of the other colonies." 
Then Dr. Richard Hendle was examined:-

"Dr. ltendle, you, I believe, t1ispen~e your own Incdi­
cines. ~ Yes; I do. 

'' "-onld yon objeet to tell ns the reason why you do 
that~ Xo. I do not object. A child \Vas nearly poi~onccl 
once with a chloral mixture liH'E''•Wribcd. I believe-I 
am l-iurc- it. was made up by a ehemist·s assistant. who 
was not tputli1iefl : in faet, he was n1ercly a l)oy employed 
in the shop, who mat le up the metlieinc in the absence of 
his prindpal. After that. I was afraid to ~nd a pre­
scriptl<m cont.~dning any critical ingredient at. all to be 
{li~vcnsc<l. Bnt, in making that statement, I should like 
to put a qualifying elanse to it.. If I coul!l be snre that 
people would always go to one sppcial chemist tha.t I 
eould lJick out--or iwo, I should not limit it to one ; 
there are certain chemists here whom I have implicit eon­
tidenc~) in--I should be content; but there is a clifliculty 
in ensuring that, anrl to try to do so lays a medical 
man open to the imputation of reeeivingacommission.'' 
Dr. ,T olm 'l'homson was the next witness, and 
he w::ts a':lked :-

" \nll you state to the committee what your objec­
tions to th0 Bill arc: 'rlwy a.re prctt.y much as cxpre-.;;scd 
in that circular-that I do not. eonsidPr the chemist.::; 
here lfUalificd to administer thi~ Bill if passed. I think 
the Bill would giYe them enormous 11ower~, and I do 
not. believe they are sufficiently educated to 'vicld those 
powers. At home, there arc numerous schools and 
colleges where che1nists can be taught; and at home 
they have to pass very severe examinations -t.wo 
examinations wllieh arc called the minor and the 
major, beside,;; the prelim1nary examination in gcnr,ral 
literature. Those who vass the minor exn,mination 
are entitled to be called chemists aull druggists: those 
who pass the major m·e entitle!l to he registered as llhar­
maceuticrt.l ehmmsts. I do not kno'\Y that there is a 
pharmaceutical chemist in Queensland; that is to say, 
a man who has pm;sed the major examination; ~Lnd I 
think I am right in stating that not more than t'vo 
men in Brisbane have passed the minor." 
Now, if that statement was true at the time, it 
was a very serious matter indeed ; and they were 
ac;ked to give to gentlemen so described the 
enormous powers contained in the Bill. Dr. 
Thornson went on still further-

" 'l'he suhjeetR on w-hich students are examined, and 
t.he examination questions, are given in this number of 
the Cheo1;st wul 1Ji·ti{J{Ji8f, for Xovember, 1881. [P;·o­
tl·uced.] The chemists of Brisbane, with very few excep­
tions, have almost no title to lJe ~o called: they are 
simvly c1rnggi~ts-com}JOunr1ers of drugs. ·r!1f~rc are 
four or tiYe men who lmve better knowledp:c than the 
otllers. but the large lmlk of them are simply men who 
al'O trarlers in clntg::'l. H thi:-o llill should pa,:;s, it would 
git e tllo:-sc mcu u :;tantliu;; which I do not thinl-;: they 
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are fitted to occnpy. I take it that the Bill is prematnre. 
I believe that no :-::.w~h Ad exh;ts in ~ew South 'ralcs; 
if it doe~. it has co1ne into force within the lnf't vear. 
One exists in Victoria. and another in Xcw Zealand~" 
And then, at f1Hestion 426, as part of an answer 
he said-

H Bnt I ha Ye heard the rea<:.ons why medical men flis­
pcnse; it is that they cannot depend npon the che­
Jni~t~. Of course, it may he thnt they do not care 
about their Jll'eseriptions heiug critici~ed. or it may be 
to make a little adtlition to their incomes. As to the 
reason that they cannot depend on the ehemistl-\, in my 
short experience I luwe seen a ~l'C<Lt deal of' carelessne"'" 
on the part of the present mnstcr cltmni~t:-3 of Brisbane. 
I do not thin\\: it is ignorance, but downright careless­
nc"s. I have had corrosive sublimate dispensed instead 
of ealornel. Corrosive sublilmtte i:::; one of the most 
powRrinl drugs that you 0an ima12.·ine. li'rom this a man 
nearly died ; luckily he dirl not die. 'l'hat w11s a more 
Rcrions thing th'ln the bitter ailnoncls case I have 
known catechu given in~tcad or tincture of iron. I 
knew a \VC\1-knnwu chemist nml\e 1111 a mixtnrc ft'fllll 
wliielt t110 ehiei' iugrcdient \Vas left ont altogether; 
gttllic adtl was the prilwipal drng ordered, awl it was 
omit tell ~Lntl everytlliug else named ]u the p1·c~erivtiou 
pnL in. .\.not.lwr case, l know, \Yhere tile wrong oi1lt-
1twnt was given- yellow instead of 1Jlne. I rmn(·lllhcr 
n eHse in wnich the do~e of pll~·sie was tampered. 
witlt: for n child it \VH.S ordered 1'l'Ci1Uent!y, 'every 
two or three ltours a tea.spoonfnl ;' bnt ' three tillH~s 
a day ' was substituted bv the ehcmi::;t. It was only 
thi~ ·Llay WL'Ck ~L patient came to lHC With a needle ill 
lwr hand. '\\"11011 tlid it get in~' 'It got in last 
\YcUnesllHY.' ' What did vou do t' '\Yent to a 
chf~lnist.' ~ '\Ylmt. dicl he teil you~' ' He tolclme if I 
put on a linseed. ponltice it won la draw the needle ont; 
a linseed poultice \YOnld draw anything ont.' 'fbcre 'vas 
n cM;;e ~ 'l'he wom~tn bad the ncei'lle in her hand from 
lredncsdny nntil "Jionday. 'l'hi::; is my experience of six 
months in general practice. In my hOSllitnl practiee I 
saw a good deal of the ellcmist.s' work. I take it that, 
as medical attendant to a familv. I become also, to :L 
certain ext('llt. guarantee or se~~nrity fm· the chemist 
employed. H I write a prescrivtion. I am nsketl g-ene­
rally where is it to be made up~ and my ll:ttient holcls 
me to a eertai.n extent responsible for the person who 
componnds th• drugs I prescribe. In tlmt case I think 
tluLt I, or meflicalmen, shoultt have a say in the nomi­
nation of inclivillnals who are to ccnntJonnll their pre­
snibcd drngs." 

Hr> woultl only detoin the Committee one 
uwment longer to reatl a letter addressed by the 
(tueensbncl Medical Board to the Chairman of 
the ::lclect Connuittee sitting at that time :-

"Queensland ~\1cdienl Bonrcl, 
"11ris.bnne, 3ncl Scvtcmhcr. 1S.':J3. 

"Snt.~·wrc. the nndcr~ignccl, me1nbers o_f the ::\Icclical 
Board. wi~h to notify to tllfllll8lubers of the Queensland 
Pa.rliament that we consider legislation at the instanee 
of the chemists llllil clruggists t.o regul~Lte their registra­
tion and g-nmt them the great powers proYit1ed for 
by 1110 Bill h-fore the Lef{i~;lative A~scmbly to lJB prema­
ture. Having prep~tred ~L measure to deal with the 
whole snllject of medical practitioners a nil ehemists and 
drnggi.sts, the .\[edieal Board 'vish to intrmlnce it into l,[Lr­
lialllent; bnt ln consetpwnce oftheteehnieal regulation of 
the Legis.latnre which forbi(lstwo Bills on similar snlJjccts 
to appear togethN·. the board ls debarretl from obtaining 
a hearing. The l)oarrl eonsicler the present status of 
chemists antl drug-gist~ in Bri:-llmne to bf~ fnr too low 
to nnclel'take the 11mtter sought bY them, and that t\vo 
otneial hoards, one meclkal an cl aaiothcr pharmnceuti.e'tL 
wonltllead to antagoni~m anU an undeslral>lo state of 
things. That. one boarU to }Jreside over tlle registration, 
antl, if neces~ax)·. examination of meclieal men as to 
their <gutlifi<>ntion for lH'aetiee, the registration of phar­
macc\11 ical chemists etlucntefl and examined elsewhere. 
and the proper education of chemists in the t~olony, 
would be a far more tlPsirahle state ot' things until ~a 
Queensland nniver~ity is estahlishetl an1l professional 
etlueatlon otherwise provided for. 

" ,,-e hn ve the honour to he, sir, 

That was the 
n1edical 111en. 
charge of the 

'' Yonr mo~t obedient sen·ants, 
"liUGH BELT.. 

""·· JIOBilS. 
"JOSJ,:PII BAXClWl<'T. 
10 Jo IN 'rHO;\ISOX, "Jl.B. 
"0. J. If ILL WRAY. 
"CrL PltE~TrcE, F.L S., &c. 
,, CHAS. P. JIARK.':i, Jl.D." 

opnuon given by a congerie of 
And the hon. gentleman in 

Bill admitted that the medical 

practitioners of the colony were to a great extent 
at the mercy of the chemists. 

The Ho". G. KING said he quite agreed with 
theamenclmentmoved by the Postmaster-General. 
It would be dangerous to confer such powers as 
were proposed to be conferred on the board unless 
it consisted of thoroughly competent men. 

The HoN. A. J. THYNNE said the Hon. Mr. 
\\' alsh had read sn much evidence that he hD,d 
ta.ken him by surprise, but he would just refer 
the hem. gentleman to two answers which he 
thought would put the whole of the evidence 
given by the medical men in its proper 
light. He would refer to the a.nswers to ques­
tions 2SO and 281, where Dr. Bancroft showed 
that the whole cpwstion was merely a matter of 
etiquette between the two branches of the pro­
fesdon. Dr. Bancroft's evidence entirely swept 
away the accusation on the part of the mecli­
cal 1nen, tha,t there were not enough coln­
petent chemists to con.,titute the bo<1nl. 'l'he 
chemists were probably better able than the 
doctors to judge ''" to the competeucy of those 
who should sit on the boanl. The mere het of 
IJr. Bancroft ha.ving to withdraw, after venturing 
on the extreme assertion that he could not pick 
out a good board from the chemists of the colony, 
showed the true light in which the attitck should 
be considered. There had now been very strong 
opposition to the Bill, and he trusted they would 
lul.ve no ruore. ' 

The Hox. ;r. C. HEUSSLER said it appeared 
to him that they were wandering from the ques­
tion, which was the advisability of accepting the 
amendment of the Postmaster-General. ln his 
opinion the mnen(ltnent wa~ a good one, as it 
provided for the competency of the r1oard ; and 
he could not see why it should meet with such 
objection. If they went to Maryborough they 
might find two or three real apothecaries with 
certificate, from the board of apothecaries in 
England or America, or Engh1nd or the con­
tinent of Europe ; and these were the best per­
sous to have on the board. 

The Ho:-<. A . • T. 'rHYNXE said his reason for 
opvosing the amendment was that he consitlered 
the chemists were the best judges as to who 
should be on the board ; and he did not think it 
woulcl be an irnpro\'ement to restrict their choice 
in any way. 

The Ho". \V. D. BOX said there were 
various degree'" of excellency in chen1ists, and 
druggis .... s, anct surgeons-their positions ranged 
from low to high-and did the hon. gentleman 
menn to sav that the chemists were the best 
judges as tn"who shonld compose the board? The 
higher the class of men the more likely they were 
to be efficient. In a progress report of the Select 
Committee on the Bill, there was an appendix 
signed by fonr medical men, in which the follow­
ing appeared :-·-

,,The Bill (loes not ~uarantee that the eY-.amining 
me1nhers of tlw pharmacy board shall thelilselvcs be 
proverly l1nali1iec1 to examine in the subjects for which 
the~· arc appoint,efl. (See clanse 5)." 
Kow, the Postmaster-General desired that the 
members of the board should hold proper 
certificates. The hon. gentleman in charge of the 
llill seemed to think that was not wise. He 
trm;ted the amendmeut would be carrietl. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
inserted be so inserted-put, and the Committee 
divided:-

CmiTE::\'Ts, 10. 
'l'he Hons. Sir A. II. Jlalmer, C. S. :\fein, \V. H. 1\~alsh, 

A. l~nff, (f. King, .T. C. Hens::-:ler, A. C. Gregory, -w. D. Box) 
J. C. :-;myth, and IV. G. Power. 

Xox-CoNT.ENT, 1. 
'l'hc Hon. A. J. 'l'hynne. 
The House resumed, and the CHAIR:I!AN re­

ported that there was no quomm. 
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The POSTMASTER-GENERAL rose to a 
point of order. The Chairman did not announce 
to the Committee that he had foun<l there was 
no quorum. As a matter of fact, there was a 
quorum present. 'l'he Constitution Act pro­
vided that a quorum should consist of one-third 
of the members of the House exclusive of the 
President. The mem hers at present were thirty­
four, and excluding the President there were 
thirty-three, which was exactly divisible by three, 
the result being eleven. And there were actually 
eleven members voting in the Committee besides 
the Chairman. Standing Order 88 provided:-

"In Committee of the \rho le Coun('il, the same num­
ber of mcmlJers (exclusive of the UhairmanJ shall be 
necessary to form a quornm. as is required in the House 
exclusive of the l)resident." 
After excluding the Chairman and dividing by 
three, if one-third of the members were present 
there was a quorum. 'Their whole number "'"" 
thirty-four; so that twelve, including the Chair­
man, formed a quorum. If the Chairman would 
report to the House the number of members who 
took part in the division, the House would at once 
Le apprised of the fact that a quorum was present. 

The HoN. A. J. THYNNE said the second 
part of section 2G of the Constitution Act read as 
follows:-

·~ Provided always that if the whole number of mem­
bers constituting the said Legislative Council shall not 
be exactly divisible by three, the quorum of the ~aid 
Legislative Council shall consist of sneh 'vltole number 
as is next greater than one-third of the members of the 
said Legislative Council." 
There were thirty-four members, so that a quorum 
consisted of twelve, exclusive of the Chairman. 

The PRESIDR~T : There is no <loubt that 
there was a quorum. 

The Committee resumed. 
Question resolved in the affirmative. 
Clause, as amended, put and passed. 
On the motion of the HoN. A. J. THYNNE, 

the CHAIRMAN left the chair, reported progress, 
and obtained leave to sit again on the next 
sitting day. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
The POST1I At->TER-G ENERAL moved that 

the House do now adjourn. He believed it was 
the desire of hon. members that they should not 
sit to-morrow, and he hoped some hon. gentleman 
would move as an amendment that the adjonrn­
ment should extend till Tuesday next. 

The HoN. W. H. \V ALSH moved, as an amend­
ment, that the House adjourn till Tuesday next. 
In <loing so, he took the opportunity of asking the 
Postmaster-General if he had any information 
to g-ive respecting the time they were likely to 
ecei ve a report from the Auditor-General? 
The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said he had 

received a communication from the Auditor­
General, who informed him that in accorchtnce 
with the usual practice he had presented to 
Parliament his re]Jnrt on the Treasurer's accounts 
for the financial year 1882-3, embracing the 
expenditure on account of that year to the 30th 
September, in the terms of the 45th clause of the 
~-'~ udit Act. He also appended to that report 
financial statements and other information up 
to 31st December last. The votes for the ser­
vices of the years 1883-4 were available until the 
close of the present m<mth, and it would be 
premature for the Auditor-General to furnish a 
report before that period. He intimated, how­
ever, that as soon as possible after the end of the 
month the usual preliminary report would be 
furnished to Parliament. 

Question, as amended, put and passed; and 
the House adjourned at eleven minutes pttst 6 
o'clock. 




