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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
'1'/uo·.wiatJ, lK ScptC1tt1Jrl', 1RK4. 

.Tnry nill.~:\[ap relating to Crown Lands Rill.---Pormal 
_,lot ions.--- Camping· ReselTCS on .Jiain 1-tonds.---Cnsc 
or H. :Jl. Clarkson.~Pettigrew L·:~tate Ennhliltg 11111 
--committec.-nympie (hts Company 1Limit.Prl1 Rill 
-eommittee.--11aryhorongh Town Hall Bill-com-
mittce.--Hkyriug's Road Bill--<~ommittec.-_\_(ljourll
HHmt. 

The SPEAKF:R took the chair at lmlf-paRt 
3 o'clock. 

.TL:RY BILL. 
The SPEAKER said : I have to report to the 

House that I have received the following mess:1ge 
from HiR :Excellency the Governor:-

,,.An address from the Legislative Assembly of the 4th 
SC}1tem1Jcr, 1884, having been presented to the GovernOJ'. 
informing him that the Legislative Af'"emblyhad ngTeed 
to the following rcsolntirm. namely:-

"' 'l'hat it is de~irahle that a Bill be introduced to 
amend the htws relating to Jurors, and to amend. the 
Jury Act of lBo7 '-

,,His ExcellenPy, in neeorclance with the provisions of 
the 18th section of the Constitution Ad of 181i7. now 
reeommends that the necessary appropriation be made 
!t•mn the Consolillated ReYcnue for defrayinl"!; the ex
l)enses likely to be caused by the said proposed I1ill." 

MAP RELATING TO CROWN LANDS 
BILL. 

The ME\ISTER :FOR LANDS (Hon. C. B. 
Tlntton) said: Mr. Speaker,-I be,.>; to lay on the 
table of the H,m,e, a map showing the boun
daries of nms anrl other features of the laud 
container! in the first schedule of the Crown 
Lands Bill. 

Mr. ARCHER said: I would suggest to the 
hon. gentleman that the map be mounted and 
hung up for the information of hon. members. 

The JYIINISTER :FOR LANDS : I will see 
that that is done. 

:FORMAL MOTIONS. 
The following formal motions were agreed to:
By the Hon . • T. M. lYLHJlWSSAN-
l!,or leave to introlluce a Bill to enable the 'fowns

villc Gas and Coke Company {J.imitedl, incorporated 
under the pl'OVisions of the Companies ~\.et of 186:~. to 
light 'vith gas the town of Townsville and its ~uhnrh~. 
and fot· other purposes therein mentioned. 

The Bill was presented and read a first time. 
By the Hox. J. l\1. MACROSSAX -· 
rrhat there be laid on the table of 1 the IIonse, a 

Return showing,-
1. The names of the I>astoral Lessees who lutve taken 

ndvantage of the provisions of the ,,~e::;tern Railway Act 
and the ltailway Reserves Act to divide their rnns for 
the purpose of in·e-emption, and afterwards to consoli
date the said pro-cmvtiou with the qnant.ity of land 
acquireU in eaeh case. 

2. The number or pre-entptions and total acrea~e 
acquired under the 5·.Uh section of the l)astoral Leases 
Act of 18139, with the date of each pre-cmpUon. 

By :\Ir. RTEVEKSOX-
That there be laid on the table of tllc House, a. 

Retnrn showing the nauws of the licensees or les .. :;ee.s 
in the unl'iettled districts who have heen asked to show 
cause why their runs shmtld not be fol'feited 01~ :wconnt 
of non m; insn!ficicnt sloe king, or who have got noticf~ 
of forfeiture ou account of non or insnflkient stockiug: 
also the names of s1wh licensees or le<:;seP~ whose run:-! 
have been rein;.;tated, 01 who have got promises Umt 
such rnns will be reinstatect.; a1so all correspondence 
in eonnection with the foregoing. 

CA:\1Pll'\G HT£SERVES OX MAl~ 
HOAJJS. 

Mr. ARCHER, in moviug-
rr~hat, in the opiuiou of the House. it. is advisable to 

~:dYe etfed to the JH'ttyer of the vetition of the Gogango 
anll ot.her fliYh•imwJ hoards prc..:cnte(l during- t hi~ 
SC:O:."iiOn-

said: ::\lr. Speaker,-I think, sit·, the time hns 
now p~csserl when anyone g-etting np for till· 
}Jlll'l)oHe of propo:-;ing- thn.t diviHionnl bon.rds 
Rhoul•l be ent1·nsted with fnrther powPt· thnu 
they now posses .. ; need offer :tny :tpology for his 
action. 1 do not mean to SlW that since div-i
sional hoa.rds were establi.9hecl they have nut 
committed mistakes ; I believe they have. But 
on the whole 1 think they have performed their 
work in such a manner as to redound to their 
credit and to be a benefit tt> the country; 
and it is not very long since that I had 
the extreme plm1sure of hearing the Premier, at 
Clermont, express his high g-ratification at the 
manner in which those boanb have worked. 
La~t nig·ht we were engaged in pasHing au 
amending Bill, not, pr1rhaps, conferring greater 
power upon divisional boards than they pre
viously hac!, but at all events making certain 
what their position is and strengthening their 
hands in cases that m:ty in future be brought before 
the Supreme Court. I consider, sir, that ever~· 
person who has the interest of the colony at 
heart will try a• much as possible to decentralise 
the work of the Government offices, and en
d~avour to put it in the hands of the people, 
who are really best able to judge how theit· 
affair" ought to be :tdminiRtered. I know, 
for example, that it nmst have been a great 
relief to the \Vorks Office to get rid of the 
Hoads Department. I have not the slightest 
doubt that the conscience of my hon. friend the 
Minister for \Vorks has been greatly relieved. 
and that he has many times th:tnked his stars that 
now that he has so many deputations about rail
ways there are none bothering him about roads ; 
at any rate, there are very few now COil! pared 
with what there used to be in the ]'ast. I think 
that probably t.he House, having in view the 
manner in which divisional hoards have per
formed their work, will be inclined to entrust 
them with any further powers that might be 
better at.!rninisterecl by them than by the central 
office. The petition which I have in my hand, 
and which has just been put into the hands of 
hon. Ine1nbers, is front the G-oga.ngo and other 
clil'isional boardc;. It prays for certain things. 
It prays that-

" Camping reserve:;; of an area of not less than six. 
hundred and forty aeres each should, wbere pr: .. ctioa.ble, 
be surveyed and proclaimed on all the main road,;:o. of the 
eolony, at distances not less than ten miles no1· more 
tlmn twenty miles apart." 
The particular prayer of the petition is-

•· That all P"lmping reserves he placed under the eontrol 
of the board of the fl.iviston wit bin 'vhieh they are 
situated, 'vith power for the said boal'd to fence, lease, 
appoint earetakers. and otherwise manage and keep th(~ 
said reserve~ for t.heir legitimate uses, in such 1namwr 
as to them way seem fit and just. in the interests o! the 
ratepayers and the travelling public.'' 
A great many reserves ha,ve been proclaimed 
in the colony, but I do not know of any one 
-and I think everyone who has taken the 
slightest interest in the matter will agree with 
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me--that has been applied to the purpo~e for 
which it was granted. I "peak now very 
confidently, '"nd I make bold to n,ssert that 
the Minister for Lands, with whose department 
rests the control and management of these 
reserves-n,nd I have not spoken to the hon. 
gentleman on the subject-will bear me out 
when I say he does not know a single reserve in 
any part of Queensland that has really been 
applied to the purpose for which it was pro· 
claimed a reserve. 

'l'he MI~ISTER FOR WORKS : Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. ARCHER : This is a matter which I 
think interests us even in a degree, perhn,ps, only 
second to the owners of stock who have tn drive 
their cattle to market for sale. I know that if 
the reserves had been properly taken care of, and 
kept specially for the use of travelling stock, the 
cattle which come up from the \Vestern district 
and from North and South would have been de
livered in Brisbane-as in every other big town 
of the colony-in a far better and far hen,lthier 
condition, and consequently more fit for butchers' 
purposes than now, when they have to be driven 
along roads where there is nothing to eat, and 
where the camping reserves have not been 
properly preserved. There is not the slightest 
doubt that many of the reserves of the colony 
have been used principally by selectors. Some 
selectors, of course, have only their own land on 
which to de pasture their stock, but those who are 
fortunate enough to be near reserves do not 
confine themselves to their selections. They 
use the reserves which have been vroclairned 
along the roads for the benefit of travelling stock, 
and when the latter come along they find neither 
grass nor water. Small towns which· derive their 
supply of cattle from stations are also interested 
in this matter ; and I think we should see that 
the reserves are not misused. The petition to 
which I have referred is signed not only by the 
~hairmen of the divisional boards, whose names 
are att.ached, but also bears the corporate seal 
of en,ch board. They h,we cn,refully consiclered 
the subject of the petition, and have decided to 
:t,;k this House to take certain action which 
will give them the control of these reserves, 
on the understanding that they will see 
that the reserves are applied to the purpose 
for which they were gmnted. In addition 
to the Gogango Divisional Board, the boards 
of the following divisions have joined in 
the petition, namely :-Widgee, Antigua, Bely
ando, Douglas, Pioneer, Ithaca, Highfields, 
Tarampa, Daintree, Johnstone, Kolan, Perry, 
Caboolture, Tingalpa, Jlilutdapilly, Barolin, and 
Hann. It is a very important circumstance 
that so many boards should ha.ve united for this 
special object ; and, unless it can be proved 
that they have hitherto grossly neglected 
the purpose for which they were instituted, 
or that they are likely to abuse the further 
power they ask to have conferred U]JOn them, 
1 think it is probable that thi' House will agree 
with me that the mamtgement of reserves 
should be placed in their hands. They will pro
bably be better managed by them than by the 
Lands Department, which has no special infor
m~ttion as to how the reserves are w.>rked. It 
will, I think, relieve the department to transfer 
the control and management of resenes to 
division[>] boards-as the taking away the Hoads 
Department relieved the Works Office- and 
the reserves might then become a, benefit 
to t~e country. At any rate they might he 
n,pphed to the purpose for which they were 
proclaimed- namely, for travelling · stock. 
I do not think it is necessary to trouble 
the House at any length on the subject. 
l have sta,ted the ga,se in the simplest mt~nner to 

the Hmme, and I am pretty sure, without hn,ving 
in any way consulted the JI,Iinister for Lands, 
that he will agree with me that there is room 
for very great improvement in the way these 
reserves are managed. I believe the easiest plan 
for making that improvement is by handing 
them over to the divisional boards, under such 
restrictions, of course, as will prevent their being 
neglected. The suggestion of the divisional 
boards is that they may have jJower to fence, 
lease, and appoint caretakers of these reserves, 
so as to see that they are really applied to the 
special purposes for which they are reserved. 
I hope the .Minister for Lands believes that these 
reserves may be much better managed and 
looked after in that way than they are at 
present. I beg to move the motion standing in 
rny nan1e. 

The JYII:\'IS'l'Ell FOH LANDS (Hon. C. B. 
Dutton) said : '\Vhatever shortcomings there 
nuty have been in the practical working of the 
divisional boards in different parts of the colony, 
I entirely agree with the expression of opinion 
from the hon. member for Blackall that they 
have been excellent in the main. I believe 
thoroughly and completely in the principle 
involved in their constitution. But what they 
ask for in this petition, thoug·h just and right 
in most particulars, has one very great defect, 
They ask to be allowed the power of leasing 
these reserves, and I think that power should 
never be conceded. Cases have :tlreacly come 
under my notice where divisional boards having 
the control of reserves have actually assumed the 
power of leasing them, and have leased them to 
pastoral tenants in the immediate neighbour
hood at £2 a square mile ; thu.s shutting out 
entirely those persons for whom the reserves were 
set apart. 

The Ho:-~. Sm T. MoiLWRAITH: 'Where 
have they done that ? 

'l'he l\II~ISTER I<OR LANDS: Goondi
wintli is one place ; and I have required them to 
be withdrawn altogether if not applied to the 
purpose for which they were proclaimed. 

The HoN. Sut T. ;\lciLWRAITH: Is that a 
camping reRerve? 

The MINISTER FOlt LANDS: Yes, a 
camping reserve at Goondiwindi; and the board 
have leased it to the neighbouring station-holder 
at £2 a sr1uare mile. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : What title did they 
give? 

'l'he MIXISTER FOR LANDS: They seemed 
to think it a legitimate thing to do ; and not only 
has that been the cn,~e at Uoondiwindi, but there 
are other reserves on the line between \V arwick 
and Toowoomba where the same thing has been 
done. Complaints have been made to me about 
boards using these reserv~' in that way, and I 
believe that the vower of leasing these reserves 
should not begi ven under any circumstances. The 
power of fencing them may be given, and th11,t, 
I think, is the only way they can make tl1em 
available for the people who ought to have the 
benefit of them-namely, the travelling public; 
for so long as they remain open they are perfectly 
valueless to all persons travelling with stock, 
becrruse they are oYerrun with the sheep ami 
cattle of the men in the immediate neigh hour
hoo<l. In 1t1<1ny cn..:-;e3 these n1en save their own 
graHs for had ;.;easons, and eat off the neighbour in~ 
reserves and render them practically valueless. 
In nutny cases too the reserves are covered with 
Bathnrst burr, Scotch thistles, n,nd other noxious 
weeds. I know of a reserve near Clcrmont which 
was one of the finest reserves in the country, and 
which is now utterly useless; and men have re
fused to take it on a lease of twenty years to take 
the burr off it ; in fact, nobody would ta,ke t])e 



Clantping lleserves [18 SEPTEMBER.] on Main lloarls. 727 

land to clear it of the weeds upon it. Before any 
n1ore reserves can be made-and a great many 
more require to be made on the different 
travelling stock and dray roads of the colony 
-the main roads should be proclaimed and 
defined. Travelling stock roads should be 
proclaimed and defined as is clone in New 
South \V ales,· so that people may know just 
what roads can be used for travelling stock. 
Here it seems that, wherever a track is made, 
travelling stock can follow, and the result has 
been that some station-holders have been almost 
driven out of their holdings. I know in my own 
case timber tracks have been followed by 
travelling stock, and I have been powerless to 
interfere with them. :gven where there is only 
a mailman's track, or a horse track of any kind, 
it is followed by persons travelling with stock ; 
so that it is impossible at present to say where 
rf•,erves should be made to be really of benefit to 
the tmvelling public. As soon as the roads are pro
cbimed and defined a number of reserves should 
be set apart along them, and I believe they should 
be under the divisional boards in every district, 
[1$ I have no doubt they are the only bodies that 
can control them. \Vhether·they will be able to 
do it in all cases effectively I have some doubt, 
because they may not be able to incur the ex
pense of fencing them in ; but wherever they can 
do that they are the best persons to control and 
manage them. I should like to see the roads 
proclaimed and defined befme any more reserves 
are made. Those already in existence should 
certainly be handed over to the divisional 
boards, becn.use then some use may be 
made out of them, :1ncl no legitimate use 
is made of them at the present time. If the 
hon. gentleman will be satisfied that as soon as 
the roads can be proclaimed in the colony-and 
it may not take a very long time to do it in the 
settled portion of the colony-fresh reserves will 
be proclaimed and the divisional bo<1rds may 
make it their business to fence them in, and they 
may then exact a charge from those using them. 
I believe the travelling public will be satisfied to 
pay for the convenience nf keeping their stock, 
cattle, or horses, in one of these reserves. They 
will be an enormous convenience to all travellers, 
e•pecially those travelling with fat stock. In 
that way the boards may recoup themselves 
for the outlay in fencing in the reserves, which 
would certainly be considerable in many 
instances. The Government ure quite prepared 
to deal with the reserve" at present in existence 
in this way by handing them over to the 
divisional boards at once, and extend the num
ber of reserves on the main lines of road as soon 
as these roads are defined and proclaimed. 

l\Ir. NORTOX said: Mr. Speaker,-I agree 
with a great deal that has fallen from the hon. 
member for Blackall, but I do not think the power 
of leasing reserves should be given to any divisional 
board. These reserves were made for a special 
purpose and ought to be reserved for that purpose; 
and if this is not done the object in proclaiming 
them is lost altogether. Another matter should 
be taken into consideration, however, and it is 
this : In some places the whole of the water in 
the locality is enclosed within these reserves, the 
object of course being to enable travelling stock 
to have a cam]Jing place where there is water; 
but at the same time it wtts never intended to ex
clude the stock in the district from that water; 
because if that is done it detracts so much from 
the value of the reserve ; and I think the 
Minister should be very careful before he assents 
to any nrrangement which would hcwe the effect 
of excluding all other than travelling stock from 
the w11ter. I think it would be better before 
coming to a final decision to have a report from 
some officer in every rlistrict as to the reserves 
in those districts, Some of them 11re of no 11se 

whatever, either to persons with travelling stock 
or anyone else; and in some places where 
reserves are badly wanted there are none. It is 
a matter that requires some consideration before 
coming to a final settlement. 

Mr. STEVENSON said: I do not know what 
is the proper way to deal with this matter; but 
I know that a great deal of what has fallen 
from the Minister for Lands is perfectly true. 
Reserves in the neighbourhood of townships are 
certainly made use of by one or two people that 
have 50 or 100 head of cattle, and are made per
fectly useless to travelling stock; and unless some 
local authority gets the power to deal with them, I 
am satisfied they will continue to be as useless 
in the future. If the divisional boards were 
authorised to fence in these reserves, and make 
a charge for travelling stock camping on them, 
they would be of far more value than at present. 
I know townships where they are made perfectly 
useless to travelling stock by one or two people 
continually using them, whilst they might be of 
very great use if looked after as they ought to be. 

Mr. MORE HEAD said: I listened with a grecat 
deal of attention to what fell from the hon. the 
Minister for Lands, and it was with a feeling 
almost of personal pain and regret that I heard 
of the way he has been suffering from people 
travelling stock on his run, while he has not 
apparently been in a position to pull them up 
and have them punished at the nearest police 
court. I do not think we should have heard 
one word of that pathetic description had he 
not himself personally suffered ; and I say so 
because he complained of his own suffering 
and not of the way in which all leaseholders 
generally throughout the length and breadth of 
the colony suffered from travelling stock. Now, 
with regard to these reserves. I think they 
are very necessary, and that they should be 
treated somewhat in the manner suggested by 
this petition. I would point out to this House, 
and the Minister for Lands in particular, that 
he has resolutely refused to grant commonage 
rights to towns-at any rate, towns which I have 
anything to do with, and the town to which he 
has alluded- Goondiwindi- in particular. I 
believe that the commonage rights given 
to towns in this colony have been too 
great altogether. In some cases they have 
been enormously great. At Olermont there has 
been an enormous amount of land set apart 
as commonage and reserve-somewhere about 
200,000 acres, I believe-which, if it had been 
thrown open to selection, or sold, would have 
been of much gr\'".:tter benefit to the State than it 
is at present. I would ask the hon. the Minister 
for Lands, having regard to the fact--which he 
admits, and which nobody can deny-that these 
commonages, unless they are vested in the hands of 
strong men or strong divisional boards, are simply 
nurseries for every noxious weed that grows, and 
are not used at all for the purposes to which they 
were devoted, whether he io prepared to take 
steps to get back this land into the hands of the 
State so that it may be dealt with in a way more 
beneficial to the body politic than at present? 
The same remark applies to the land around the 
Springsure district, which the hon. the Minister 
for Lands represents. The hon. member does 
not seem inclined to take any steps to have 
these lands properly utilised in the dis
tricts,. one of which returns him as a member, 
and the other, a supporter of the Government; 
but at the same time he admits that the prin
ciple is wrong by refusing to extend the privilege 
to other townships throughout the colony, more 
particularly the town of Goondiwincli, to which 
he alluded to-night. I hold a very strong opinion 
myself on the subject of these township reserves, 
11n opinion which J think is shared by the 
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l\1ini~;ter for Lands himself. They htwe been 
given a great Lleal too freely, without auy 
benefit to the State-in fact, to the ;.:rent 
detriment of the State. I know wlicn I wtco 
at Rumt I was asked if I would adn1cate the 
extension of the town resen-c; but l Naid I 
would do uothing of the kind-that they had 
5,000 acres already, worth £2 or £3 an acre, and 
that was too much. I <lo not see why we shonld 
give free gTas,; to the inhabitant; of theoe town
ship~; in the interior. I would ask the ~Iini,ter 
for Lands whether he io prep"red in the case' 1 
have indicated-Ciermont an<l Rpringsure---to 
bring back to the State thoP.e enonnonr-; nren;;.; of 
lmHl which arc at present d•Jvoted to no useful 
purpose whatever, Lmt, a:-; ha;; been said O\'er and 
over :tgain, are Ri1uvly nur:-;erie:-; for the Ba.thnr . ...:t 
bnrr and nll kinLhl of uoxionR weed.-., a:-; well n:-; 
hotbed~ of dis~en~ion auwng~t the tn\\'llspcople 
thmnsel \·e:-;. I hope we :..;hall' hear :.,mnething; liP\\' 

from the l\Iinister on thi' point. 

Mr. M ELLOH said: I am fnlly in sympatl1)· 
with the uwtion of the hon. g·entlen1a11. I think 
my,;elf the re,eryes of the colony should be 
placed under the direction of the divisional 
boards. I see that the principal divisional boards 
mentioned in this petition are i11 the cnctst 
districts ; and 1 think it is in the coast districts 
that the can1ping resen7 es are n1ost seriout)ly 
interfered with. There is no doubt that the 
reserve"' ha.ve been 1nisused, and are being 1ni.s· 
used at the present time, Yery extensiYely ; 
and I shoul<l like to see some 1·estriction 
put upon their use by the divisional boanls 
or other local authorities. Still I should not 
like to see power given to them to lease. 
I think, myself, that leasing these resenes 
would be contrary to the spirit of the condition~; 
under which they were gmnted to the public, 
and by adopting such a system the pnblic 
interest might suffer, and the reserves be lnis
used. I certainly will ,mpport the motion if 
the hon. gentleman can see his way to amencl it 
by mnitting all n1entiou of leasing. 

}Ir. PALJ\IEH saicl: The fact referred to 
that these reserves have been llll'-~n1anagetl and 
mi:msed is one argument why they should lJe 
placed in the hands of the di\'isional boards, who 
cannot use them to worse pmvosc than the 
object' to which they have been applied. The 
whole matter opens np 'uch a large r1uestion tlwt 
it can har<lly be dealt with without .special legis
lation. J'or instance, there are c mly ejghtePn 
divisionnl boards referred to in the petition pre
sented by the hon. member for Hlackall, and he 
ha,; not stated whether all the boards in the colony 
have been applied to on the subject. There are a 
great nuLny n1ore than eighteen hoart11':1 \Vho ha, Ye 
not signified their concurrence in the petition. 
And the hon. member dirl not refer to what the 
effect nf the motion would be upon those lands 
already resen-ed for tmvelling stock. Half-a
mile is reserve•:!. on each side of the roads of the 
colony for th3,t }Hlrpose, and the reserYe::i pro· 
po.,ed to be dealt with are very nnimpm-tant 
compared with the stock resenes. 

?vir. AHCHER: Those are not resencs at all; 
they are road::; for grazing purpose..,. 

1\Ir. PAI,l\IER: The roads are taken out 
of the runs. ~'hese travelling stock roads are 
reHerYed frmn the runR, nJthough the lessees 
have to pay for them. There is one mntter I 
noticed when I was traYelling out west httely, 
and tlmt i~; the expenditure of money in dams 
and re"lervoirs, which have been allowed aftm·
warcls to go to ruin and be destroyed for want of 
someone to take proper care of them. If those 
dams could be reserved and protected as well as 
the camping resen·es, it would be a great benefit 
tn those tra.velling ~:-;tock. In the cases I n1ention, 
hunth-eds of cattle were allowecl to stand in the 

dams all day long, and oheep were tramplin;:: the 
sides in, and rendering them useless ; and all 
this for want of proper fencing and a care
taker. They ought to be embraced within the 
can1J>ing reserve~. ..A.s far R.R this 1natter goet-l, I 
think all hem. members will concede the im
portance of a,sisting travelling stock and their 
owners in every possilJle way, in order that the 
stock may the more easily reach the markets. 

'The Ho:-~. Sw T. :\lclLWIL\.lTH: I belieYe 
in the principle of placing thm;e reserves 
under the control of di vi,,ional boards, but l 
think Hnnece'-lSal·y apprehenr-;joll is shown b.'{ 
l:lonle hon. n1en1bers ns to the pow~r of 
lea~ing; lJropo:-;ecl to be given to the burtrd:-:. 
The !Joanls asked for the rig-ht to fence in 
reserves, apvoint caretaker:-;, and levy so 1nneh 
upnn the stock·O\\'ner". who 11se then1 ; and 
leasing nwans <loh1g the smue thl11g in anotlH:•r 
way. \\'hat they a.,k for in reality i, the power 
of fa.ruling ont the resm·vek nnd le\·ying a ta.x 
upon the stock, anrl that would be far the most 
econmnicaJ 'nLy of arranging 1natter;:;. It i~ 
ridiculous to snppose that they ask for the 
power of lear:<ing, pul'e and :;in1ple, a cmnping
re:-;erYe to HlLnatter, as the ~fh1ister for 
Lan<h ha, bititl has been done. I believe tlmt 
has been done, but it is perfectly illegal 
ant! impolitic. Tlwy ask for the power, ao I 
ha\7 e Rnid, to fal'ln the l'eserves, and that cannot 
well be denied them; the power to giYe to some 
party the right to take care of the reserves and 
leyy rates, which will, of course, have to be 
fixecl by the board and confirmed by the l+over
nor in Council. That would be the cheapest way 
of working-the reserves; hut if they asked for the 
power of leasing simply, of course that coulcl1wt 
be grantee!. 

JI.Ir. SCOTT : If any means can be devise<\ 
to render these reserves uf\efnl, it will be a 
very great boon, and I am sure if the hem. 
n1e1Uber fur Bla,ckall could suggest any regu·. 
lations by which that can be done he will be 
a pnblic benefactor. I should, however, like to 
know whnt position the reserves would be in if 
they were fenced-in a 1nile squate a~ :-:uggcsted, 
and 20,000 or 30,000 sheep were camped upon 
them? There would not be a blade of grass left for 
any one; and son1e lH'O\-i::;ionlnust be 1uade to nwet 
ca.~es of that kind. Sheep do not 'vant grass in 
tho camping reserves, but travelling stock \Vant 
gnt:-;s a.s well as water at night, and jf there is no 
provision nutcle against a nurnber nf travelling 
sheep camping in the re,;enes they would he 
made perfectly nseleso. Great difficulty has 
been experienced Ri:r;we these resen·es were first 
prnclahue(l, in putting thmn to a proper nse. 
They ha .-e been a perfect curse in,teacl of a use, 
and it is useleos do ius anything with them unless 
there are stringent reguhtions enforced for their 
protection. 

The PRE:\IT:EH (Hon. R. W. Griffith): I 
wonL! sng-gest to the hon. member that he should 
modify his motion. \Vhat I nmlerst:111d is, that 
the House is unanimously of opinion that the 
cmnping reHerves ought to be placed under the 
control of the divisional hoards; but I do not 
think hon. 111en1bert;; are unaninwus in thinking 
that all the things asked in t!.e petition should 
bo grantet1. J~\1r instance, the petition say:;-

" Tltat ~·mu· petitioners suggest that camping reserves 
of an nrPa of uot less than six hundred and forty 
acn . .-,; raeh should, where praeticahlc, l)e surveyed a11d 
proclaimed on all the l!lain roach~ of the colon~· at clb~ 
tances not le~~ than ten mile~ nor mm·e than twenty 
miles apart." 

Those are details upon which everyone is not 
ngreed. It might be desirable to ha Ye the 
reserves more or less than from ten to twenty 
miles apart, and G40 acres might not be a con
venient size. The petitioners also ask for power 
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to. fence, lease, appoint caretakers, and other
wrse nutnage reserves. In smne case~ it n1ight 
not be desirable to fence them in ; and with 
respect to leasing, I understand what the peti
tion•rs mean i,; that they sh,mlcl have the pow~r 
of farming out the rates that would be charged 
for travelling stock. That is a thing that might 
be done with advantage, but it is not wlu1t 
the petition says. The word "lease" does 
not mean that, but I think tlu1t would 
be a ver.v. goorl way of collecting rates. 
.A_,s the feel~ng of hon. Inmnbers seeu1s to be 
generally unanirnons in favonrof sornething bPing 
done in the direction indicated, I would Huggest 
to the hon. member that lw should amend his 
1notion by adding to it the words " :.;o far aR it 
l'Plates to vlacing cmnping l'P,..erves UlH.lCr the 
enntl'Ol of <livisioual hoards." The power to deal 
with re:-;erveM is provi(led by the Crown J~n.nd:-; 
Alienation Act now in force, mlll will no donbt 
be continued by ;my other Land Act that may 
take its )Jlace. \\' e, of conrsc, c:m now only deal 
with the motion of the hon. member, and if the 
words I have suggested are added to it we shull 
all agree with it. 

. :Hr. AllCH"ER: I need say but averyfewwords 
m reply. I agree with the hun. memherfor Leich
hardt that those places must be placed under regu
lations, and that it mnst he the duty of somebody 
to see that those regulations are properly carried ' 
out. If placed under divisional boards, no doubt 
that di!Ilculty would be met by suitable by-laws. 
\Vith regar<l to a remark of the hon. member 
for Burke, I need hardly point out that the half
mile on either side of a road is not a reserve. It 
is simply '' portion of a run over which the lessee 
cannot prevent stock from travelling, and it is not 
included in the motion. It is 'luite possible 
that the prayer of the petition may not he pro
perly worded, hut the leasing principle indicated 
in it was that explained by the hon. member for 
J\fulgrave, which is, to farm out the rates that 
are to Le charged on cn,ttle using the reserves ; 
and unless the divisional boarrls have the means 
of recouping then1selves they wonld never go to 
the expense of fencing- in the resenes. I need 
add nothing further. Everyone nppears to think 
that the prayer of the petition shonld be granted 
as far as practicable. I am r1nite willing·~ to 
accept the Premier's suggestion, and with the 
permission of the House I \\"ill amend the motion 
by adding to it the words-

So far as it relates to })laeing camping resencs nndcr 
the control of <.1ivisional boards. 

<.)nestion, as ameJH!ed, put and passed. 

CASE OF H. M. CLARKSOX. 
Mr. BEATTIE, in mm·ing-
Tllat an Addrt''~S be presented to the Governor, praying 

that His .Excellency \Vill be pleased to mmse to be 
}Jlacecl on the Supplementary Estimates the ~um of 
£:100, as compensation to II. ::u. Clarkson for loss 
sns1aint.'icl hy him in eousequcnce of title-deeds, lodged 
in the Regi.:.;tr,tr-Gcneral's Oflicfl, lmving been improperly 
deJivercd-
snid: I have to ask the House to assent to an 
an1endn1ent in the 1notion. Since giYing notice 
of it, I find that a motion of this description 
ought to originate in committee, and I wish to 
alter the terms of the motion so that it will com
mence as follows:-

rrhat on rnmrsday next the Honse will resolve itself 
into n Committee of the \i\~hole, to eonsidor of an 
Address to the Governor, praying, etc. 
In asking the House to consent to the motion in 
its amended form-if the necessary permission to 
amend it is given-I may state, for the informa
tion of some hem. members, that the matter was 
broug-ht before the House on a formPr occasion ; 
nnd I will briefly refer to the leading points of 
the case. l\Ir. Clarkson, who is mentioned in 
the motion, was at one time the possessor of 

certain land in Fortitude Valley, the value of 
\Vhich was sornething considerable. He 1nort~ 
gaged thi8 land for, I think, £3,500, and, ti1neK 
becon1ing l~ss prosperous with hin1, he waH 
unable to meet the interest due to the mortgagee. 
On applying to hi·• banker, or to those with 
whom he did business, they were willing to 
give him an overdmft, on the production 
of the necessary securitv-namely, the title
deeds of the p;·operty. "Those deeds were in 
the Hegi..,trar-fieneral'H Office, and on n1aking 

' application for them at the office, in order to 
place them in the bank, he found that they had 
bet~u handed over in error to the utortgagee':-; 
solicitor. That was a serious wrong to l\Ir. 
Clark.-;on, because he waR nnahle to rai::;e thA 
neces~mry nn1onnt of 1noney to pay intere:-:t on 
~he ltwrtgage .; rmd the nwrtga,gee forccloE-iAd. 
i\lr. Clark.s•m ma<lo n.pplic·ati«n to the Uuvern· 

i ment of the day, ancl they g-ave him " letter 
' stating that if he applied to the Hnpreme Conrt: 

alHl Jn·oved that it wa' wrong on the part of the 
Hegistrar~tjeuorar:-' Office to hand over those 
<lee<lo they "·oulclrecoup him the expense he was 
put to. 'J'hat "'H.rS <.lone; an expres~ion of OtJiniou 
wns given hy His Hononr the Chief ,Justice thnt 
the dend' hot<l been improperly delivered; but 
from that time to this Mr. Cbrkson has not 
received anything in the shape of compensation 
for the expense he was put to on that occasion. 
'fhe matter was broug·ht before the House some 
four or fi\'8 years ago, hut. from some remarks 
that were then made there was a general feeling 
amongst hon. members that the money asked 
for and recommended hv a select committee 
would go into the hands of the lawyers. 
From that feeling l\Ir. Clarkson suffered. It 
was a matter that was not decided by the 
H<,.lse, which made no order. It is tluirefore 
with no such intention that I ask the House to 
take the matter into consideration. I ask because 
a very serious injury was clone to J\ir. Clarkson 
through the laches, I suppose, of one of the 
officials in the Eeg-istrar-General's Office. It has 
been a serious matter to him, and I therefore 
hope the House will >tgree to the motion, as L 
luwc not introduced it with the intention that 
a1:.,y lawyer in thi, country should get any por· 
tion of the money. I beg to move the motion in 
its amended form. 

:\lotion, by leave, amended. 
The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon. ,J. R 

Dickson) said: 'fhis m11tter has been before 
the House on several previous occasions, the 
last time, I think-or the last time when it 
was debated at any length-being in 187!J, when 
it was allowed to go into committee. There is 
no doubt that Mr. Clarkson has-well, I may 
say-been the victim of circumstances, possibly 
owing to the procedure of the Real Property 
Office. He alleges that through the absence of 
his title-deeds he was unable to obtain a second 
mortgage to relieve hirn from his difficulties; 
and that it was in consequence of the 
deeds having been delivered by the Ueal 
Prr,perty Office to the attorney for the first 
mortgagee tbat he suffered injury. I believe 
that the evidence disclosed that he could 
have had his second mortgage registered, 
notwithstanding the absence of this particular 
title, and therefore the claim, so far as it is 
made under that head, falls to the ground ; but 
there is no doubt that a promise wns made to him 
by l\Ir. Douglas-at that time the head of the Ad
ministration-that if he pressed his case in the 
Supreme Court, and it was declared that his loss 
arose through any laches of the Real Property 
Oft!ce, the Government would be disposed to 
consider the merits of the case. I think that 
under that promise there i" a p>·inu1 facie case 
for the consideration of the House. I cer
tainly think, too, that if he is entitled to 
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be recouped the money it ou~ht to come out 
of the l:le>el Property Assur::tnce ]<'und ; though 
that is a difficult fund to get ::tnything clmrged 
to. There may be a claim, but to establish 
a claim upon that fund is quite another matter, 
and one snrronnded \vlth a great deal of 
difficulty. If I coulcl see that the Tieal Pro
perty Assurance Fund could be made liable, I 
should not have the least hesitation in speaking 
on the subject; but it looks as if the h•lll. 
member who introduced the motion wishes the 
charge to be made on the Consolidated Hevenue 
Fund if he c.btaim the sanction of the House 
to it. I think the matter ought fail'ly to be 
permitted to go into committee. I am rather 
inclined to support it, because I think J\fr. 
Clarkson has been a sufferer. His subseqnent 
pecuni.a,ry ern ba..rrassn1en t arose frmn the action 
of the Heal Pmperty Office in deliveringthedeeds 
over to the a,ttorney for the first nwrtgagee, 
when there was nothing to authorise the office 
to do so, there being 110 directing covenant in the 
deed of mortgage to close. l;ncler all the circum
stances I shall not oppose the matter at this stage. 

Mr. MOHEHEAD said: I hope that the 
motio:r will he c;..niecl, not bc0:ouse of its 
particnlar goodness or badru.::ilR, but because it 
may be the means of putting a stop to one of the 
W<m;t practices that exists in this colony. It is 
the hu bit in the Hegistrar-General's Department 
-a h<tbit that has existed for years-to hand 
over 2ny deeds to any solicitor in this town no 
matter who is the real owner of those deeds; and 
if this motion puts a stop to that, I think £300 
or £500, or even £1,000 woukl be well spent. 
At tbe present time any solicitor, no matter 
how shady his reputation may be - and 
one can conceive of eve11 a Rolicitor having 
a shady reputation-can go to the Registr·ar
General fit anv time, aml if he knows of 
the existence of any deeds lying in the office 
he can get the whole of them without any order 
from any one of the real owners. If the owner 
should get a recogni8ed agent outside the 
Hegistrar-General's Office to apply for the deeds, 
he is refused them ; but he has only to go across 
the street to a solicitor. and the solicitor can 
get them at once without any inquiry. I ain 
speaking no\v fron1 1ny own kwnvledge; and I 
think if the hon. gentleman's motion only puts a 
stop to that sort of thing it will be doing good 
service. I have protested oYer and over again in 
this House against an attorney or solicitor having 
such a power; butnoattempthas been made by any 
Government to remedy it up to the present time. 
I am surehon. members will bear me out that what 
I am saying is correct-that a solicitor can get 
from the Itegistrar-General's Oftice without in
quiry, without any reconnnendatinn wh:ttever, 
what another individual cannot get, no matter 
though he occupies the highest station. The 
sooner, therefore, a stop is put to that the 
better ; and I trust that this matter will lead to 
a better state of things. Icor that reason amongst 
oth~rs, I daresay that Mr. Clarkson tuay have 
a good claim. I shall vote for the matter going 
nto committee. 

The PREMIEH: I take this opportunity of 
saying that I was not aware that what the hon. 
gentleman has said is the case. I am glad he has 
cnlled attention to it. 

Mr. MOHEHEAD: I have mentioned it in 
the House before. 

The PHEJ\IIEH: If what the hon. gentleman 
says is a fact, I will see that there is a reform 
introduced in that department on this subject. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : If I am allowed, I will 
give the hon. gentlen1an a case in point. Some 
years ago I acted as representative of the 
Scottish Australian Company, and applied on 
their beh!!lf to the Registrar of Titles' Depart-

ment for the deeds of some land. I was told 
thnt they could not give them to me, as I did not 
exhibit a power of attorney, so I walked across 
the street to :Messrs. Little and 13rowne, who 
were my solicitors at the time, and asked them 
to get them, and they got them at once. 

Mr. FOXTON said: ·what the hon. gentleman 
states may be perfectly correct. The practice has 
crept in, mtd it has been assumed that the public 
are under a certain amount of protection, owing 
to the fact thttt if a solicitor signs a receipt for 
the deed as solicitor for somebody else-should he 
not h::tve proper authority-he is liable to a very 
heavy penalty; his whole means of livelihood 
may he taken away from him in a moment. I 
am not prepared to defend the practice alto
gether; but I say that it is a great convenience
and, in fact, the instance quoted by the hon. 
member for Balonne ehows that in that parti · 
cular instance it wa,s a, great convenience. He 
was unable to produce a power of attorney, and 
was unable to draw the deeds himself. He went 
to a firn1 of solicitors, who at once, knowing 
that they were perfectly right in acting under 
his insttuction8, and in signing as solicitors for 
the corporation which he represented, at once 
did so. Had the hon. member for Balonne not 
possessed the confidence of the corporation, or 
had he had no authority to anthorise J\Iessrs. 
Little ancll3rowne to sign, they would have run 
a very great risk in taking his authority and 
signing as solicitors for the corporation upon his 
mere word. They of course knew the hon. 
member, and knew that they were perfectly safe 
in doing as he desired they should do. I men
tioned that as showing that in that particular 
insta.nce it was a great convenience to persons. 
I am not aware, of my own knowledge, of any 
instance in which the privilege has been abused. 
But should such an instance occur I am quite 
sure that, the public being generally pretty well 
down upon the lflwyers, retribution would follow 
fast, and it would serve the man perfectly right. 

Mr. JORDAN said: I think the hon. member 
for Ca.rnarvon has given a complete answer to the 
charo-e made against the Hegistrar-General's 
Offic':'o by the hon. member for Balo;me. .It is a 
very serions charge, as the Prenner smd, and 
ouo-ht to be inquired into, but J\Ir. Foxton's ex
ph~nation justifies the practice. In this !'articular 
case, ]\fr. Clarkson sets forth that he sustained 
the loss of his property which he had mortgaged, 
because a certain certificate of title-which was 
lod o·ed in the Real Property 0 ffice in connection 
witlr the mortgage which had been made to a 
company in Sydney-was handed over to the 
solicitor of the mortgagees; improperly so, 
inasmuch as the mortgage did not contain 
any clause ernpo\vering the mortgagee to re~ 
ce1ve that certificate of title. So far he 
was correct ; there was an error no doubt, 
and the Deputy Registrar-General admitted 
it wheu be uave evidence before the committee. 
At the sam~ time, though it had been distinctly 
provided that the deed should not be han4ed over, 
it is so ordinarilv. It was an exceptron that 
there was no provision for handing over the two 
certificates of title to the mortgagee. Therefore 
the mortgflgor had a right to the certificate of 
title and when he called for it it was found that 
it h~d, unfortunately, been applied for by the 
solicitors of the mortgagees, aud irregularly and 
inadvertently had been handed over to them. 
The petitioner claims that he sustained the loss 
of his property because the mortgag:es fore
closed on him, as he could not pay the mterest ; 
and he further maintains that he had 
lost the whole of the property in conse
quence of the fact that he could not obtain a 
second mortgage, because he could not get 
the deeds, Tlw f~ct is this ; J.Vlr, Cla.rkson 
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called at the Real Property Office and asked for 
his certificate of title. Mr. Mylne, the Deputy 
Registrar-General, refened to the book and said, 
" It was handed over to your solicitor on such a 
day." "On what authority?" "I suppose on 
the authority contained in the clause of the 
mortgage which generally provides for that." 
JYfr. Clarkson said there was no such clause, and 
on referring to the mortgage itself it was found 
that there was no such clause. The solicitors 
were written to two or three times, requesting 
them to return the certificate of title that it 
might be handed to the proprietor of the ]Jro
perty. No reply was received for some time. 
Mr. Clarkson sought an action on the matter, 
and I think there was some objection taken to 
his pleadings, and the judge gave it very 
decidedly as his opinion that Mr. ClarkRon did 
not sustain the loss of his property through a 
mistake which had occurred in the Real Property 
Office. I think that point was very clear indeed. 
Judge Lilley said :-

"The defendant detained his certificate of title, in 
consequence of which he was unable to pledge it or 
otherwise to deposit it by way of equitable mortgage for 
a sum which would have enabled him to pay his interest, 
and, in consequence of snch detention, he says he was 
unable to get the money and pay the interest, and so 
lost his property. It seems to me that the rnle which 
applies to all damage applies to special damage; it must 
be the natural, immediate. and legal consequence of the 
wrongful act done: now the damage alleged here is 
that he lost his property. It seems to me altogether too 
speculative and remote. He alleges that he was deprived 
of the ns~ of the certificate, and in consequence he was 
not able to pay the interest; but it is clear that he might 
never have been able to pay the principal." 
I think, from the circumstances that came out 
very distinctly, • it appeared very likely that 
Mr. Clarkson might never have paid the prin
cipal. Rut the point is that he lost the property 
because the title-deed was handed to the solici
tor instead of to him. He asserted that he went 
to Mr. Paige of the Commercial Bank, and Mr. 
Paige promised he would give him an advance 
if he would produce the title-deeds. Mr. Paige, 
in his evidence, distinctly denies that. I am not 
going to oppose the grant, because I think there 
was something like an implied promise on the part 
of the Government that if he took proceedings 
in the case they would take the matter into their 
consideration. Now, I suppose, the whole case 
heing befcn·e the House, it will be fer the House 
to consider whether that amounted to anything 
like a promise on the part of the Government. 
I do not think it was a promise. Mr. Paige 
distinctly denies that he made a promise. 
There is another very material point in the case. 
Mr. Mylne, finding that Mr. Clarkson was 
inquiring for this certificate, ventured to ask 
him why he was in quest. of it, and he said he 
wanted to raise some money upon it to pay the 
interest on the mortgage. Mr. Mylne said, ''I 
can show you how you can do that; you can get 
a second mortgage on the certifie:tte of title; the 
95th clause enables the Registrar-General to dis
pense with the certificate of title in such a c:tse." 
Now he called several times after that, and :/.fr. 
Mylne repeated this. A fortnight's notice was 
required to be given in the Government Gazette by 
the Registrar-General signifying his intention of 
dispensing with the deeds ; and there was ample 
time between the period when Mr. Mylnetoldhim 
of the error:tnd the expiration of the notice for him 
to have obtained a dispensation under the 95th 
clause of the Act. But that was not his plan. 
His plan was to proceed against the lawyers of 
the mortgagee who had got hold of the deed, 
against whom he brougl!.t an action for £5,000 
damages. That was flying at higher game. Mr. 
Paige distinctly denied that he made any such 
promise as stated by Mr. Clarkson ; and it is 
not likely that he could have obtained a second 
mortgage, Therefore, he did not lose his pro-

perty in consequence of the error made by the 
Real Property Office, though an error was 
made, and Mr. Clarkson did lose his property. 
If, however, the House in its wisdom should 
think proper to give Mr. Clarkson some remune
ration under the circumstances I shall make no 
objection. I should not have risen but for the 
remarks of the hon. member for Balonne, after 
which I thought it right to inform the House of 
the facts of the case as far as my memory serves 
me; and I can llear out any remarks I have 
made by referring to the evidence published. 

The Hox. Sm T. MciL WRAITH said: I 
think, after what. the hon. member for South 
Brisbane (Mr. Jordan) has said, the Government 
were scarcely justified, if they had the same 
knowledge as he, in allowing the thing to go so 
far. The hon. gentleman seems to be the only 
one who know~ anything about the er ~e, for the 
hon. member for Fortitude Valley did not tell 
us much. I mn beginning to re1nen1 ber soine
thing of it myself now, though we have heard 
nothing of it for the last four or five years, and 
I think it ought to be thoroug·hly thra.shed 
out by this time. The hon. member for South 
Brisbane has made out a very strong case 
why no compensation should be given at :tll. 
\Vlien the matter was before a select committee 
on a previous occasion, the decision arrived at 
was that if Mr. Clarkson was entitled to a.ny 
money he should g-et it out of the Real Property 
A"urance Fund. That was their decision after 
sitting for some considerable time and producing 
a long report. \Vhen the report was brought up 
for adoption, it was almost laughed 011t on the 
admission of the hon. member-now the Attor
ney-General-who had charge of the matter, that 
the money, if voted, would go to the lawyers. I 
should like to know if that is the case at the 
present time. Hon. members will have to know 
the whole of the case before ::my money is 
granted. 

Mr. KATES said: The hon. member for 
South Brisbane (Mr. .Jordan) has distinctly 
stated that the deeds left the Real Property 
Department through an error. Those who got 
the tleeds were not entitled to them, because 
there was no clause in the mortgage giving thern 
po\ver to do so ; and, in consequence of the 
department having made that error, I think Mr. 
Clarkson is entitled to compensation. There is 
a sum of about £18,000 to the credit of the 
assurance fund, and that fund should supply 
the £300, or any sum the House may decide to 
grant to Mr. Clarkson. 

The ATTORNEY- GENEHAL (Hon. A 
Rutledge) said: As I was in charge of this 
matter in 1879, I will state the circumstances 
under which it ceased to be before the considera
tion of the House at the time referred to by the 
hon. gentleman opposite. The matter was not 
laughed out of the House in consequence of any 
admission made by me. I was directly chal
lenged hy some hon. members with acting in 
this case so that the lawvers would get the 
whole of this £300 if the rrloney were voted. I 
said-and I would say again under the same 
circumstances, because I should scorn to get 
money from this House under false pretences 
-I said, "'!'hey will only get half of it." 
That is what I said. I said it designedly; 
and I will state the circumstances under 
which I made that statement. This matter 
was under the considemtion of a committee 
in 1879 ; a committee which consisted of a 
number of gentlemen who were not among the 
least intelligent members of the House at that 
time. I do not refer to myself ; but I was the 
mover, and the other members were Messrs. 
Amhurst, Simpson, JYI::\cfarlane (Leichhardt), 
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Mackay, \Veld-Blundell, and Groom. That 
con1n1ittee was unaninwn::; in cmning to this 
onclusion :-
'·Your committee are of opinion-(1) That primarilY 

through an error in the Real PropertY Office. tli~ 
petitioner has been deprivetl of his propcirty; (2l that 
the letter of the 29th X ovem bcr, J 878, signed by tlw 
Under Colonial Secretal'y, and endorsed by the letter of 
April 5th (Dide question 121), contains a promise that 
}Jetitioner's exper..ses in testing the question as to 
whether he was entitled to the possession of the certi
ficates of title would be reimbursed to him; (3) that the 
decision of the judge was that the petitioner was 
entitled to the certificates; and, therefore he has a 
claim for the fulfilment of that promise. 

1 

"The expense the petitioner has b;~en put to is ahont 
£3L10 (t'ide questions 92 and 129), ahd in order to r.~conp 
him that Rmonnt we recommend that a snm of £:JOO 
!~~~r{c.~i~l~~d~~,e pt.tit ioucr from the Real l'ropcrty A:-;~n-

:Xo,v the rt<ferences arC' g-i\·en here in the,-w 
paragraph,.; to the parts of the cddence upon 
which they are ]JaRnrl. Question 1;3~) wa,.; a,.;ked 
,,f Mr. \\'. H. \Yil"m, who was the ,.;olicitor of 
the petitioner :-

ona,·c J'OU any i!lC:t as to the C.\1Cni O[ the COStf; to 
which .'\I1·. f'1a.rk~on ha~ been F:nhjceted in ronnection 
with the::-;c legal vroceeding;s ~ '' 

And the answer giYen by ::\fr. \Vit~on was this :-
" rrhey have not been made up by my firm; but I think 

they would amount to £150. That is as uear·an e~timatc 
as I can g-ive roughly. But this is exclnsiYe of what 
he ha~ alrendy IHtid and is littble for, which would 
probably be another £150." 
At that time J\Ir. Clarkson was indebted to the 
solicitors who had assisted him up to that point 
to carry on his action, in the sum of £300 ; and 
he was not able, and would not be able, to pro
ceed with the action then pending, and stopped 
for want of funds ; because the judgment of the 
Supreme Court giYen did not put an end to the 
action, bntleavewasgiYen to amend the statement 
of claim. Before Mr. Clarkson could proceed he 
had his solicitors to deal with, to whom he was 
then indebted to the extent of £300 ; and though 
the decision of the committee was giYen for £300 
to cover the costs of the legal expenses which 
would enable him to obtain satisfaction of his 
claim in another way, yet the solicitors were 
quite willing- to receive only £150 of their claim, 
so that he might, in a court of law, obtain the 
redress to which he was entitled. It is perfectly 
clear that although, strictly in point of law, the 
damage mtnnot be said to he the actual, the 
nece,.;sary, direct, and immediate consequence 
of the error of the Heal Property Office, yet no 
man can have a doubt that it was the result of his 
losing his property, which would not h>we been 
lost if he could have obtained his certificate of title 
from the Real Property Office. It was a valuable 
property-a property Yalued at £G,050, and 
mortgaged for £3,500, very little more than half 
its value. The amount lYlr. Clarbon was 
in arrear, including expenseR, was £130 ; and 
Me"'il'S. Little and Browne, who represented 
the mortgagees in Sydney, were tendered, 
in sovereigns, the sum of £130. 'J'hey refused 
to receive that; they insisted on having· their 
rights under the n1ortgage, and those rights were 
exercised. vVhen the interest and expenses 
amounting to £130 was offered in sovereigns, 
they refused to take the money. Then the 
property was put in the hands of an auctioneer 
for sale. It was known in the auction-room at 
the time that there was some dispute about the 
title-that someone else claimed the property ; 
and under those circumstances the purchaser 
was not likely to give :ts much for it as he would 
otherwise ha Ye done. It is perfectly clear that 
the property was sacrificed. The committee to 
whom the matter was referred in 1879 had no 
douht-and I do not thiuk any hon. member in 
this House can doubt-that Mr. Clarkson had 
a claim. In speaking on the subject, then, I 
made the admission, and I made it purposely, 

that the lawyers would probably get some of 
that money if it were ,-oted by the House. I 
made the admission bemtuse l would not be a 
party--

Mr. MOREHEAD : To the lawyers getting 
some of the money. 

'J'he A'rTORXEY-GEXERAL: I made the 
admission because I wished hon. members to 
fully understand the matter. I knew it would 
affect the Yotes of some m em hers. I believe it 
had the effect of scaring away some who would 
otherwise have voted in favour of the motion. 
But I wonl<l not conceal from the Hon,.;e the 
fact that the lawyers who had carried Mr. 
CL.rkson on up to that time would get a share of 
the money, and they were entitled to a share of 
it, for tltey helped Mr. Clarbon to the extent of 
t300. 

:l\lr. ::\IOREHEAD : It was ;t specubtive 
:wtion, then ? 

The ATTOR:\EY-UEX~:RAL: Xo; it was 
not a spec11lntive action. I hat! nothing to do 
with the matter personally. I brought it for
ward because I belieYed that a wrong had been 
done to a con,.;tituent of mine. That was the 
reason T took up the matter; and when T found 
that the House refused to grant the vote, 
although Jliir. Clark,.;on wa,.; a constituent of mine, 
I would not introduce it again, because I woulrl 
not place myself under the suspicion of doing any
thing by which a particular set of men would he 
benefited. The thing comes before us on a different 
basis now. It does not come on the basis fixed 
by the committee that Mr. Clarkson should get 
hi,.; legal expenses. The claim is now made 
quite independent of any expanses to lawyers. 
A grievous wrong has been done Jliir. Clarkson. 
Xo one can doubt that. Mr. Paige himself 
admitted that if the deed, the certificate of 
title, had been presented to him he would have 
advanced the additional amount Mr. Clarkson re
quired for his temporary accommodation. It is 
perfectly clear under the circumstances that the 
tran,.;fer of the deeds was the primary cause of 
his having lost his property, and it was on this 
ground that the amount was fixed by the Com
mittee at £300 for legal expemes. It is now, :ts I 
,.;aiel before, on a different basis. 

Mr. ::\IOR.EHEAD: Has he paid his lawyers? 
The ATTOllNEY-GEJ'\ERAL: I do not 

know ; I have heard nothing said about that. I 
support the motion on the broad ground of 
justice-justice to a man who has been grievously 
\Vronged. I think, \vhen a case of \Vrnng if-i 
brought before this House, in common justice 
the House ought to try and repair that wrong. 

Mr. BEATTIE said: I did not intend to g-o 
fully into the matter when moving the motion, 
for the reason that the subject will be n'ore fully 
gone into in committee if the House sees fit 
to >tllow the motion to pass. I was certainly 
very much astonished at some remarks 
made by the hon. the junior member for South 
Brishane. There is no doubt that because 
he was Hegistrar-General at the time he feels 
that he is in duty bound to support the 
officers nf the department, although he aclmow
ledges that there was an error. That error has 
been the cause of Jliir. Clarkson's ruin, and I am 
astonished that any hon. gentleman who knows 
anything about the property sho,Jld say it was 
not. The property had ninety-nine feet frontage 
to Wick ham street, with a large hotel and two 
shops upon it. That is one portion. The other 
portion had sixty-six feet frontage to Leichhardt 
street, with a six or eigl'l't roomed house running 
from Leichhardt street to Alfred street. There 
was a six-roomed house at one eml, and 
two four-roomed cottages at the other. In 1880 
the ]Jroperty was worth at least £10,000, and 
yet the hon. gentleman says that the error in 
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the Real Property Office was not the cause of 
Mr. Clarkson's ruin. I am sorry he should lutve 
made such a remark. If he suffered the same 
misery as this man has suffered through the 
error of the Regi,trar-Gei1eral's Office I should 
pity him. I have every faith tlmt members of 
this Honse, when it is shown to them that a 
hardship has been inflicted upon ;1!ly man by an 
error in a public departlllent, will rectify as far 
:os lies in their power the injury that lms been 
done. I leave the motion with the House. 

Qnestion put and passed. 

l'ETTIGltEW ESTATE EXABLIXG 
BILL-COMMITTER 

On the motion of -Mr. J<'OOTE, the Speaker 
left the chair, and the House resolved itself into 
a Committee of the \Vhole to consider this Bill 
in detail. 

Preamble postponed. 
On clause 1, as follows :-
"It shall be lawful for the said Grace ::.\Iarcella Vetti~ 

grC\v, \filliam I>ettigrcw, and Richard Gill, or other the 
trustees or trustee for the time being of the said will of 
the said John Pettigrew, deceased, hereinafter called 
the trustees, at their, hi~;;, or her discretion, either to sell 
the said business of the said John Pettigrew, deceased, 

.;_Is a going concern, or to wind l\11 the sa.me and to sell 
and dispose thereof, ancl all the stock-in-trade, book 
debts, goods, chattel~. and effects comprised therein and 
used in connection therewith." 

Mr. AitCHER asked whether the hon. mem
ber in charge of the Bill \Vas not going to give 
any explanation to the House of the meaning 
of it? 

Mr. FOOTE said he had already explained it. 
Mr. ARCHER : On the second reading. 
Mr. :FOOTE said he had explained it on the 

second reading, and, consequent upon an infor
mality on the patt of the committee, he had 
reintroduced the Bill and again explained it. 
The object which the trnstee" sought in asking 
for the power given under the Bill was to 
enable them to more safely and better invest the 
money than the way in which it was employed 
at present. It had been shown in evidence by 
the trustees that it was impossible for them t" 
carry on the business on the lines laid down by 
the testator-that was, that they should confine 
the value of the stock-in-trade to £10,000, and 
should not have a liauility of more than £2,000 
owing by them at any one time. They said it 
was impossible for them to carry on the business 
on those lines as set forth in the testator's will. 
It was shown in evidence that at the time of 
the testator's death the lhcbilities were some
thingover £6,000, and the stock-in-trade amounted 
to something like £18,000 ; and now, although 
the trustees had made every effort to bring down 
the liabilities to as nearly as possible the amount 
mentioned in the will, they found it impossible 
to do so. If hon. gentlemen would refer to page 
19 of the evidence supplied, they would see there 
a balance-sheet set forth by the tru;tees, com
mencing on J\"ovem\:,er 30, 1871-about the time 
of the testator'; death. That showed the result 
of the tirst stock-taking after the testator'' death 
to be as in "Statement J\"o. 1"-Liabilities, 
£6,044 3s. 8d.; assets, £18,389 8s.10d.; and capital 
balance £12,345 5s. 2d. Hon. gentlemen would see 
at '·Statement No. 4," a little lower down, that the 
state of the business on August 31st, 1881, two or 
three years later, was-Liabilities, £2, 67111s. Gel.; 
assets, £16,110 ls. 2d. ; a!Id capital balance, 
£13,438 9s. 9d. That was as low as they would be 
able to reduce the liabilities ; that was very clear 
both from the evidence of the witnesses and from 
his own personal knowledg-e of the tnanner in 
which the bnsines,.; was carried nnt in Ipswich. 
If the trnstees >tttemptcd to reduce their c<Lpi
tal to no,ooo, ctllll their li:tbilities to £:?.,000, 
ao oet furth ill the will, they woulcl IQ: e the 

greater part of their trade ; in fact, it would 
ultimately amount to this: if they did not try, as 
they were trying no,v, to get the power frfJIIl that 
House to dispose of the business, and invest the 
£10,000 mentiouecl in the testator's will securely, 
in a very few years they would have little or 
uothing to ;ell. That was the reason the trustees 
applied for the jJOWer asked for under the Dill
in order that they might !Jetter and more ad van
tageously c:trry out the instrnction,.; set forth in 
the will, and, by disposing of the business, place 
£10,000 of the money so realised i11 " safe in vest
ment, for the benetit of the beneticiarie" men
tioned in the will. He hoped that infornmtiun 
would be sufficient for the hon. mem!Jer. 

Mr. ARCHER said that if, as the hon. member 
said. the Bill would confer a benetit upon the 
pers'ons intended to be !Jenefited by the will, he 
hctd not the slightest wish to oppose it; but it 
had been always usual for gentlemen of the legal 
profession, particnlarly when at the head of the 
Government, to give the Committee some opinion 
as to whether the course of action propQsed was a 
proper one, and in order. He had read through 
the evidence referred to by the hon gentleman; 
but they knew that to t.<mper with a will was a 
matter of considerable importance, and he should 
certainly like to hear some of the legal gentlemen 
in the Committee give an opinion as to whether 
the Bill was one which ought to be passed by the 
House. If it was a Bill which would benefit the 
survivors of the deceased gentleman, he had not 
the slightest objection to it. They might hear 
something more from the mem!Jers who composed 
the committee on the Bill, on the subject. 

Mr. Ji'OOTB said the Bill was one which 
followed on the li11es of the Tooth Estate En
abling Bill passed by the House, where ltlmost 
similar circumstances existe< l. It was shown in 
that case that unless something was done to cany 
out the objects of the will it would be almost an 
ab.solute impossibility for the persons in charge 
of the est~tte to prevent it dwindling down to 
nothing. The Bill before the Committee now wa;; 
precisely on the same lines as that Bill, and was 
introduced under almost similar circumstances. 
He ho]Jed some of the legal gentlemen in the Com
mittee would give their opinions on the matter. 
He knew all the members of the Select Com
mittee on the Bill were in accord with him in 
believing that the Bill should pass. 

The PREMIER (Hon. S. W. Griffith) said 
that he agreed that they could not be too 
careful in altering a man's will, notwith
standing it was well known that there were 
cases in which a man made his will in such 
a way that it would not work after he wa-B dead. 
Numerous c:tses of that kind were continually 
coming under the notice of a ptactising lawyer. 
In ]~ngland, they had legislation giving po\ver 
to the court to amend a will of that kind, and 
so cut the knot when such difficulties arose ; 
and he was sorry those statutes were not yet 
adopted here. In many cases the only 
resource which the trustees had was to appeal 
to Parliament for power to disregard the will. 
In the pre,ent case he understood the testator 
left a busineBs fettered by conditions-that there 
was not to be more than £10,000 invested in it, 
and that all the negotiations were to be carried 
on with ready money, except to the extent of 
£2,000. It was alleged to be impossible to 
carrv on the business on these terms. If those 
fact3 were proved, he thought they had 
a very good reason for allowing the real 
intention of the testator to be carried into 
effect ; and that was, certainly, to benetit 
his family, and not to compel the trustees 
t~1 c:Ll'l'V nn hi~ eKiaic tlO a:-; to l'nin thelll. The 
but;ine~s of the Se1eet Uonunittee \Va.~ to at-5cer
tain whether tbe facts were proYed, and no 
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doubt they had directerl their attention to them 
very carefully. They had come to the conclusion 
that the preamble was proved, and if that was 
so the remainder of the Bill went, he thought, as a 
matter of course. It had always bPen the prac
tice of Parliament in cases of this kind to adopt 
the course which would be most beneficial to the 
estate. He did not think it was necessary for 
any member of the Government to take pn,rt in 
the discussion on a private Bill unless the public 
interest were specially concerned. In· the Im
perial Parliament private Billo were h<trdly ever 
debated. The duty wn,s cleleg-ated to the 
Helect Committee, and the House relie<l upon 
their report, aml pnssed the Bills ah11ost as a 
matter <Jf form. 

Clause put and passed. 
On clause 2-"JYiode of sale"--
J\lr. MOREHEAD said he had not the len,st in

tention of opposing thb clause. The exception he 
took in the first instance to the initiation of the Bill 
was one which he thought might very properly 
have been taken by any member of the House
that was that, as the Premier had himself ad
mitted, it was a dangerous thing to interfere with 
the provisions of a man's will. However, suffi
cient time had since then elapsed to allow of any 
objections being nutde again.st the proposed 
alteration, and as no application had been made 
by anyone in opposition to the recommendations 
of the committee, he thought they might fairly 
assume th<tt there wa• no objection on the part 

anyone interested. He should, therefore, make 
no further opposition to the measure. 

Clause put and passed. 
Clauses 3 to 6 and preamble pas,;ed as printed. 
On the motion of Mr. I<'OOTR, the 0HAIHMAN 

left the chair, and reported the Bill to the House 
without amendment. 

The report was adopted, and the thir<l reading 
of the Bill made an Order of the l),,,y for Tues
day next. 

GYJYIPIE G~\.S 001\TPAXY (LIMITED) 
BILL-COMMITTEE. 

On the motion of Mr. SJYIYTH, the Speaker 
left the chair, and the House went into Com
>11ittee of the ·whole to consider the Bill in detail. 

Preamble postponed. 
On clause 1, as follows :-
"The said company are hereby Pmpmvered to enter 

Ul10ll and continue the manufacture of gas and such 
other materials as arise feom the conversion and manu
facture of the residnum occasionea by tlle production of 
gas and the proc·csses connected therewith by meaus of 
any apparatns or other appliance, and by auy process, 
art, or llnention now or hereafter to be kno·wn or used, 
and from any substance that now is or maY hereafter be 
nsed for such purposes, subject to the p~rovisions and 
restrictions hereinafter contained." 

Mr. MOREH:EAD said he did not intend for 
one 11Joment to oppose the hon. gentleman or his 
Bill, hut he would like to ha,ve pointed out, at the 
initiation of the discussion, what were the points 
of variation-if any existed-between this Dill and 
existing Acts of a similar nature. It would be 
a great help in the passing of the measure if the 
hon. member would explain the various clauses, 
and show any variations which existed. He was 
sure the hnn. member would see that it would 
materially assist the passing of the mea,;ure if 
he would do so. 

Mr. S:MYTH said there was very little 
difference existing between the Bill and previous 
Bills passed by the House for a like purpose. 
He believed five or six gas companies 
were registered in the colony-the first one 
of which allowed the Brisbane Gas Oomp>tnY 
to divide profits up to 50 per cent. The 
Ipswich Gas Oom~any Act allowed 30 per 
cent., and the hockhampton, Toowoomba, 

and l\Iary borough Acts allowed the same 
dividend to be declared. The Bill before the 
House only allowed for 20 per cent. profits. 
There was another slight alteration which al
lowed the company to levy for rates within ten 
days instead of twenty as had heretofore been 
provided, and he thoug-ht it was quite right that 
they should be allowed to do so, in order to have 
the power of enforcing the pavment of rates in 
the case of a person who was iikely to leave the 
district. Gas companies did not as a rule sue 
fm- monthly bills. The rest of the Bill was 
almost a copy of the Ipswich, Hockhamptun, 
aml i\Iarybnrough Oonqmnies Acts. 

1\Jr. l\lOHEHBAll saicl he thought the lwn. 
1nmnber \Yal~ ~lightly in error when he said the 
Brisbane Ga,; Company declared GO per cent. 
dividends. 

1\Ir. S::VIYTH : They are allowed to clo so. 
1\Ir. l\IOREHEAD said they had not to tah 

into consideration what other companies were 
allowed to do; and what he asked was this-In 
what way did the Rill differ from former Bills of 
a like nature ? The hon. me.rnber knew that it 
did vary very materially from existing Acts. 
There was no doubt the hon. member must be 
aware that materi<tl alterations must be made 
in the measure before it could become law, and 
he should tell the Committee at once what 
the variations were without sheltedng himself 
Lehind the fact of what dividends other com
panies were allowed to declare. \Vhat wE>re the 
differences between it and other Acts? 

Mr. SMYTH said he had told the Committee 
that the Bill was almost a verbatim copy of the 
other Acts he had mentioned, with the exceptions 
he lmd already alluded to. The Toowoomba 
Act contained forty clauses, and all the others 
contained thirty-nine, with the exception of 
the Brisbane Act, which contained fifty-one. 
He had gone through all the other Acts very 
carefully, and he found the Bill before the 
Committee was nearly word for word the same 
as they were. The Gympie Company were 
unlikely, for a long time, to declare 20 per 
cent. divirlends, because they had been obliged 
only lately to call up more capital, besides 
which £1 shares were now procurable at 17s. ()d. 
It would be years before they reached 20 per 
cent. 

The HoN. SIR T. JYiciLWRAITH said he 
thought hon. members' must by this time admit, 
especially from the light they got from the old 
country, that private Bills were deserving of 
more notice than they had hitherto got from 
that House. He was speaking now in refer
encn to the way in which they had legis
lated before, and he would draw the attention 
of the Committee to the fact that gas com
panies were monopolies they had allowed to 
exist, and they had allowed Bills for the estab
lishment of gas companies to pass through, 
knowing them to be monopolies with privileges 
which thev had never allowed to other com
panies. The only place in which the country tried 
to protect itself in the Bill before them was whem it 
limited the extent of profits to 20 per cent. \V ell, 
20 per cent. in any sort of industry, eRpecially in 
gas companies, was far too large an amount to 
expect as profit. That could be very well reduced, 
but they ought to go a great deal further. They 
saw the disadvantage of monopolies of that sort, 
and ought to make some provision in the Bill 
by which a company might be bought out. In 
speaking in this way it must not be understood 
that he was at all opposed to the formation of 
gas companies throughout the colony. He av
proved of them because it was the only way in 
which a town could be lighted at the present 
time, but they ought to look ahead and provide 
that a monopoly, when it camQ to be a~ainat th• 



Gympie Gets Company [18 SEPTE:IIBER.] (Limited) Bill. 735 

public interest, could be abolished. Gas com
panies in England had proved themselves to be 
about the most abominable monopolies that 
ever existed, and he thought, therefore, a 
company should he forced to sell its rig·hts to 
the local authority if the public interest de
manded it. As an instance, he might cite the 
Tramway Bill, in which power had been given 
to companies to construct tmmways ; but at the 
same time the Act empowered the local autho
rity at a certain time, if they considered the 
monopoly against the public interest, to purchase 
it. He was not speaking against the pre;;ent Bill 
particularly, hut against all BillB constituting 
monopolies. In the fin;t place, he did not think 
that an amonnt of interest over 10 per cent. 
shoul<l be provided for in the Bill, and he was 
n1entioning an extreme percentage when he Haid 
that. The hon. member could not object to an 
amendment of that sort, especially as he hal 
informed the Committee that the company would 
not reach 20 per cent. profits for many years. In 
the second place, he thought that, if the public 
interest demanded it, the local anthority-either 
municipality or divisional board-should have the 
power of buying back the company by arbitration 
or some means of that sort. That same question 
had been so lately before them in the shape of the 
Tramw<~y Act that hon. members would find it 
fresh in their minds. They granted the power to 
make tramways in certain places under certain 
conditions, but, as he had pointed out, they took 
care to provide the power of buying out a 
monopoly if its existence became injurious to 
the public interests. When that time came, 
the local authoritie., ought to have power to buy 
up the works. That power was provided in the 
Tramways Act of 1882, by the following 
clause:-

"At any time after the expiration of fourteen years 
after the completion of a tramway constructed. under 
the provisions of this Act, the council may purchase the 
tramway with its appurtenances, subject to any mort
gage existing thereon, on giYing to the company six 
months' notice in writing of their intention to do so. 

"The amount of purchase money shall be such amount · 
as may be agreed upon between the council and the 
company; or if the parties cannot agree, such amount 
shall be ascertained in the manner provided by the 
llublic ·works Lands Resumption Aet of 1878, for deter
mining the amount of eompensation to be paid to the 
owners of land~ required for pnlJlic purpose~.'' 
That clause was specially applicable to a Bill of 
the sort now before the Committee, and the 
insertion of a similar clause would ue in the 
interests of the public, and not against the 
interests of the company. As population in
creased, he had very little doubt that works of 
that kind would be eventually resumed by the 
public, especially as it had always been found that 
local authorities could manage them much better 
than companies. Companies went always for 
profits, while local authorities went for the good 
of the people generally. The result in England 
had been that where local bodies had pur
chased gasworks-and they had done so very 
extensively under the powers given them-they 
had very considerably decreased the amount 
paid by the consumers for gas, and they had 
increased everywhere the - quality of the gas 
provided. He hoped the hon. member would 
take those remarks in the spirit in which he had 
given them-not as against the interests of any 
particular company, but as in the interests of the 
people of the colony. 

Mr. GROOM said he could rruite endorse what 
had fallen from the leader of the Opposition. 
In considering the powers to be granted to a gas 
company, it was of the greatest consequence that 
the public should be protected. Although a 
shareholder in a gas company, he could speak 
disinterestedly--

Mr. J,fOREHEAD : Interestedly ! 

J\rr. GROO::\[: Interestedly in one sense ]Jut 
disinterestedly in another, because he was opposed 
to anything like a monopoly. The rruestion of 
local bodies becoming the purchasers of gasworks 
had been under hi,; consideration for some time 
past, and his attention had been more particu
larly directed to it by what had occurred 
in New South \Vales. A gentleman in that 
colom- who felt great interest in the subject 
lmd taken the trouble to make inquiries in :Eng
land upon it, and had sent a circular letter to the 
nutnager.s of the 128 gas cmnpanies in the uwtherR 
countrv. which were nnder the ma.nage1nent of 
compai1ies, and he had written to the mayors 
of a la.rge ntnuber of the corporationB in Ureat 
Britain with a view of ascertaining the dif 
ferenco in the price of gal" chttrgecl by the ccnn ~ 
panies and the local authorities. Tlmt gentle
man had publisher! his information in a letter 
to the Sydney "~Io1'uiny He1'nld, and the informa
tion it contained was re.ally wonderful. It was 
important that the public should know what had 
been the actual result in the matter of cost in 
consequence of the change of ownership and 
management. 'l'he benefit to the public was 
that the co;t of gas, notwithstanding the pre
sumably low price throug-h previous competition, 
had been still further recluced 35 per cent., nearly 
.~0 per cent. in some instances, below the former 
charges. A few instances would bring out the 
facts more clearly. At Richmond, Yorkshire, 
the cbarge per 1,000 cubic feet of gas under the 
company was 7s. Gel. ; under the corporation it 
was 3.,. 9d. ; at Birmingham, purchased from two 
companies, the respective charges were 3s. Gel. 
and 2s. ld. ; at Leeds, also purchased from two 
companies, 3s. 6d. and ls. lOci. ; at Stockton-on
'l'ees, 4s. Gd. and 2s. Gel. ; at Dundee, 5s. 4d. and 
3s. 6d. ; at Bolton, 3s. 4d. and 2s. Sd. ; at Not
tingham, 3s. 4d. and 2s. 6d. At Doncaster and 
Rochdale, the price charged by the companies 
was not given, but the price charged by the 
corporation of the former place was 2s. lld., · 
and of the latter place, 3s. 'l'he prices for coal 
for gas-making at those places ranged fron1 Ss. 
to 22s. per ton. A letter written under the 
direction of the mayor of Manchester stated 
that after paying all expenses last year they 
were able out of the year's profits to expend 
£?;2,000 on corporation ilnprove1nentR, besides 
transferring £23,000 to the lighting fund. TJ.t 
works at Stockton-on-Tees were purchased for 
£10,500, and after reducing the price, as shown 
in the figures he had rruoted, they made a profit 
last vear of £5,000. ~H Doncaster, with a charge 
of oi1ly 2s. lld. per 1,000 cubic feet, they made 
no charge on the ratepayers for street-lighting. 
Those facts were incontestable, and showed 
that, when Bills of that kind came before the 
Committee, they had a right to make provision 
for the purchase oJf the works after a certain 
time by the local authorities. It was not at all 
out of place to insert a clause of the kind read 
by the hon. gentleman, the leader of the Oppo
sition, in all gas Bills for which parliamentary 
sanction was sought. There was a general de
sire in England, as well as in Kew South \Vales, 
that gasworks should be in the hands of cor
porations, and as soon :1s Queensland followed 
in that direction they would have a better quality 
of gas, and the public would be better and more 
cheaply served than it was by the companies. 

Mr. :FERGUSON said he fully agreed with 
the remarks of the last two speakers. He had 
been connected with the Rockhampton Gas 
Company since its formation, and had been not 
only a large shareholder in it, but a director of 
it. He had also been the mayor and an alder
m>tn of the municipality, and was conversant with 
both side" of the question. There was no doubt 
that gas companies were at present, to a certain 
extent, monopolie•; but it must be remembered 
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that, 1:nless some advantages and privileges 1 

\Vere grven ~hetn, gas con1panie~ would never be 
formed. He agreed that local bodies should be 
given the power to purchase after a certain lapse 
of time, and that that purchase should be 
according to valuation in the noual wccy. It 
would be no doubt far better for the public if 
such works "ere under the control of the local 
autlwritie15~ for, a..-; wa:; wen known, the chief airn 
~ ,f cmnpauie~ wa.:-; to nmke ~tH larg-e profit:-; ttH 

possible. Even if they did not di dde more 
than 10 per cent. or 12 pet' ce11t., there were 
\Va.ys of deceiving the public, tmch a:-; writing off 
1nore than \Vtts uecesHa.ry for depreciation, or 
putting an unw·mally large s1nn to there:-:ervefnnd. 
All those were profits which the public had to 
pay, and there was no doubt that the public 
would be better served if the companies were in 
the hands of the local bodies. 'l'here were 
several matters in the Bill which, while scarcely 
worth mentioning now, could be amended a;; the 
clauses came before them. As he had said, unless 
certain privileges were given to compm,ie' they 
would not be floated. He noticed that tl,e 
Brisbane Company had power to divide profits to 
the extent of 50 per cent. on the capital of the 
company. In most other companie;; it \vas 30 
per cent. ; and the Gympie CotriJmny was the 
lowest one as yet. The Bill fixed the 
profit of 20 per cent. before the company 
was compelled to reduce the price of gas. 
Though that was the lowest as yet, he thought 
it was too much, and should he reduced. He 
did not think it should be reduced to 10 per 
cent., because in one year the company might he 
in a position to pay 15 per cent., and in the next 
year-through some mishap, or the extension of 
works which would require additional expendi· 
ture-they might not be able to declare more than 
[i per cent. He knew tlmt in Hockhampton they 
had not ahmys been able to declare the ><mre 
profit; and it was hard to decide the exact 
amount that a company ehould be limited to. If 
they were too severe on companies there would be 
none floated. 

.Mr. MACFARLAXE said Ire CJuite agreed 
wrth what had fallen from some preYions 
speakers. He thought that Ipswich was about 
the second town in ·the colony that had a 
gas cmnpany, and up to the prmmnt thne 
the profit had not been lower than 10 per cent. 
At the same time, as had been remarked by the 
hon. member for Rockhampton, there was no 
doubt that profits could be got in other w~ty8 
than by declaring 10 per cent., and he thought 
that moneys plaeed in the reserve and other 
funds would be far better used if paid to the 
consumers of gas. lTp to the prei'ent time, 
shareholders had no reason to complain of the 
profits they had received. He very much ap· 
proved of the remarks made by the hon. member 
for 1fnlgrave ; they ought to limit the profits 
of the Gympie Gas Company in future to 10 
per cent. ; at all event;;, he would not go 
beyond 12 per cent., and if possible that jll'in
eiple ought to be applied to other companies 
also. Ten per cent. w:1s quite sufficient for any 
shareholders who had started ga~ companies 
with the Yiew of benefiting the commu'"ity. 
Those companies were not generally supposed to 
be started from selfish motives, and therefore he 
approved very much of the idea of 10 per cent. 
He also approved of giving power to the corpom
tion in ten or twelve years to purchase the com· 
pany. ~wenty years ago the city of Glasgow 
Corporatron bought the gasworks, and since then 
the price had been very much reduced, and there 
had been better gas. He hoped the hon. 
member would allow the Bill to be amended "' 
that the prolit slwuld l.1e fixed ·tt 10 per cent. 
instead of :;.'0 rer C6J>t, 

:Mr. MELI,OR said he thought the hon. 
member in charge of the Bill would scarcely 
accept the 10 per cent. That amount would, he 
believed, he too ,;mllll, and would have the effect 
of lJl'eventing g::L:-;workr-; being fonued. As the 
hon. rue m ber for Hock ham ptun haLl sa.id, in 
smue yean; a cmnpany rnight uot be able to 
declare Htwh a diYidend fron1 variou~ cause;;;;. 
He himself war; a r;hareholder in the Gympie 
Um; Company : but he r;honltl not oppo.3e the 
introduction of a. danHe giving power to thu 
corporation to purcha.:-;c the wurkH. }Ie knew 
that the company was started to benefit the 
cuuunnnity. Of cour::;e the pr·muoterH had tu ttf'k 
the pnblic for at<oistance, and since the corupa.ny 
had been working' it had been of great benefit 
to the pnblic. He would not advise the hem. 
member who had charge of the Bill to object 
to the introduction of a clause that would give 
the local authoritieo power to purchase the works 
in a certain nun1ber of ~7ears. He" thought it \Vas 
a wise provision to rnake, in case the local 
authorities cared to make the purchase. He 
did not think it was correct to say that if the 
people of Gympie knew of the monopoly that 
was asked for they would not rest so content 
about the matter. The people there were very 
well pleased at the success of the company. 
Some of them said it would not be a sncces;;, and 
they were ver-y shy of giving it support; bnt 
now they were glad that the cun1pany was doing 
so well. It had been working well for eight or 
nine months without the preBent Bill, and in fact 
the company were indifferent ao to whether they 
asked for the Bill now at all. They were quite in 
accord with the council, and the people were well 
satisfied with the working of the company ; they 
got the best gas in the colony, eYen better th;1n 
Brisbane. 

Mr. MOHEHEXD said he thought, from 
what had fallen from hon. member' on both 
sides of the Committee, that they should have 
an expression of opinion from the hon. member 
in charge of the Bill as to whether he would 
admit a clause allowing the local authority, after, 
say, ten, twelve, or fourteen years, to take the 
g·asworks out of the hands of the company. He 
thought very strong arguments could be brought 
forward in favour of snch a clause, and that the 
hon. gentleman would do well to conoider 
whether he had not better move the Chairman 
out of the chair to coneider the matter, or, if he 
objected to that, to tell the Committee that he 
was prepared to accept amendments in that 
direction. 

Mr. SMYTH said the Acts in :New South 
\Vales provided that the corporation should ha·;e 
power to purchase, and he believed in that prin· 
ciple; but it would be rather an awkward thing 
for him, when in charge of a Bill in which he was 
not pereonally interested, to give way and intro· 
duce a clause which might not be satir;factory to 
the shareholders. He believed, however, that 
the idea was a good one, and souner than see the 
Bill fall through, or allow any bad construction 
to be put upon it -that it would enable 
the company to obtain an undue adYantage 
over the public-he was quite willing that a 
clause should be inserted giving the corporation 
power to purchase in twelve or fourteen years, by 
arbitration. He felt sure that the company 
won!<! be quite agreeable. As to the Bill giving 
a monopoly, he did not think it could be called a 
monopoly any more than the bnsineos of a eteam· 
ship company, a bank, or any other company in 
existence. It was merely a ,;peculation, and a 
more risky speculation than in such towns as 
J'tbryboroLJgh, Hockhampton, and Townsvillc, 
for (;ympie had no b:tck colmtry t.o f;J]) 
back upon, 1 •ut depended cntird~· "11 wlJo L 
w:w raioed in the town. All hop, memben, 
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knew tha,t a n1ining township wa,.-.; at one 
time prosperous and at another likely to be 
<tuite the reverse, and in a place like Gyrnpie 
a dividend of 20 per cent. '"'S not too much for 
the shareholders to receive. The rate fixed was 
lower ~han that of any gas eo m pany's Dill 
passed m the colony, and he thought the share
holder,> of the Gym pie Company deserved some 
consideration. He should be ghtd to accept the 
proposition of the hem. member for Balonne, 
giving the corporation the po\ver to pnrcha~e. 

i\Ir. 1\IOREHEXD said the Bill wa~; altogether 
in the hand,; of the hon. member for (;ympie; 
and a,; he had no intm·est whatev·er in the 
mea,;ure, though hi,; colleague ('\Ir. :\Iellor) 
admitted having a consi<lerable interest in the 
cmupany, it n1ight be u,f:l well if the hon. rneruber 
mo,·ecl the Chairman out of the chair now. Ho 
did not s>>y that in any way with the view of 
obstructing the passage of the Bill, lmt in mder 
that the hon. gentleman might get a clause 
drafted, containing the principle indicated by the 
lettder of the Opposition, and supported by thehon. 
member for Toowoomb"' (J'.lr. Groom) and others. 
It would be better for the amendment to be made 
by the hon. gentleman in charge of the Bill than 
by other hon. members, who, though nJt in any 
way hostile to the pttsstLge of the mensme, desired 
that such a provision should be included. ~With 
regard to the question of interest, he held 
to a very great extent the opinion expreSBocl 
by the hon. member for Gympie-that 20 per 
cent. was not too large a rate to be given to 
the company, more especially as it was a com
pany in a town whose progress he hoped 
would not be seriously impaired, but which, 
frmn the nature of its creation, 1night be 
seriously impaired from circumstances over 
which they had no control. The hon. member 
had admitted that the contention set up by the 
leader of the Oppositiun was based upon sound 
and just principleo; and having had his eyes 
opened on the point it was for him, and not 
members on the Opposition side, to introduce a 
new clause dealing \Vith the matter. 

Mr. S:\IYTH said he did not think it was 
necessary to move the Chairman out of the 
chair to do what was required. He hac! a clause 
already which WlLs contained in a New South 
Wales Act; and he could move that clause 
without moving the Chairman out of the chair. 

Mr. MELLOR said he· tlid not think there 
was any occasion to delay the passage of the 
Bill, in consequence of what had been pointed 
out by the leader of the Opvosition, so as to give 
the shareholders and directors an opportunity of 
considering the introduction of such a clause as 
was suggested. He might say he had contem
plated that such would be attempted, and had 
mentioned the matter to the directors and to the 
company's solicitor. There was no objection on 
their part to such a clause, and if the measure 
were postponed the result would be just the 
sa1ne. 

Mr. l\IOREHEAD said it must be gratifying 
to the Committee to know from the hon. member 
for Wide Bay (Mr. Mellor) that the directors of 
the company would not object to such an altera
tion being made by them. That was, however, 
beginning at the wrong end. The hon. gentle
man spoke in a very lordly way when he a,;sur~Jcl 
the Committee that if any alteration were 
made in the direction indicated, the directors, 
and those interested in the undertaking, 
would not be annoyed - that they would 
graciously accept it, in fact. He was sorry the 
hon. gentleman had not his snrtont on when he 
"!'oke \n that way. lf c generally addressed the 
Cornrmttee in a black C<Jat, ami it was a pity 
!.hat he h<td cl!anc;ed hi,; nuiforllJ. 1 I e actnally 
told th·~ Cmr~miUec t!Jat, •:Oll behalf d Llw C'Jlll-

lu-1--.: Y 

pany, he could safely say the amendment would 
be allowed by them. But ,;nrely that was not 
the pettifogging way in which a Bill of that sort 
was to go through, especially when there was 
a great principle enunciated for the first time hy' 
the leader of the Opposition in regard to such 
Bills-not only gas companies' Bills, hut other 
bills dealing with qunsi private enterprises. 
And for the hon. member for \Vide Btty (Mr. 
:\Iellor) to tell the Committee when they were 
tlmtling with a very important C[Uestion that the 
(lirector~ of the Gyn1pie (}:11) Cmnpany were 
]H'CJ"tl'etl graciously to accept the amendment 
proposed, was r;ilnply an act of prestnnption and 
impertinence only to be ertualled by the pre
Hlnnption, and alTogance, and in1pertinence of 
me m ber.s who generally represented thttt part of 
the colony. He (Mr. J\lorehead) regretted Yery 
much that he vms not present on the previous 
en~ming when the hon. 1nmnber for 1-Ia,ryboruugh 
atldre,sed the House, but he would give the hon. 
g·entleman an opvortunity of measuring lance~ 
with him that evening. 

The Ho~. ll. B. SHERIDAN : I am quite 
incompetent to measure language with a black-
guard. . 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWHAITH: Mr. 
:Fraser,-ls it right that an hon. member on the 
other side should call a rnemoer on this side a 
blackgmtrd? I think the wonh< should be taken 
down, and I move that they be taken down. 

The Hox. ll. B. SHE1UDAN: I did not call 
any man a blackguard. I said I am quite in· 
cmnpetent to rneasure language with a black .. 
guard, and I repeat the words. 

slr.l\IOHEHE<\.D: Isayheisquitecompetent, 
:\lr. :Fmser, and I want the words taken down. 

Mr. S:\IYTH : I do not see--
The HoN. Sm T. J\lciLWRAITH : I roso 

and asked the Chairman to have taken down 
the words avplied by the hon. member for JYlary
borough to the hon. member for Balonne. The 
hon. member has got to retract those words, or 
to be censured by this Committee. That the 
words were directiy applied to the hon. member 
for Balonne there cannot be the slightest doubt, 
otherwise thPy have no meaning. Such language 
should not be used in this Committee. 

'rhe PilE:\IIEll : A debate has intervened, 
and it is too late to take them down. 

The Ho~. Sm T. l\lciLWRAITH : It is not 
too late ; nothing has intervened ; I interrupted 
the hon. member as soon as he rose. 

'rhe CLERK-AS::liSTA~T read the following 
words as taken down bv him:-" I am not 
competent to measure words with a blackguard." 
The Ho:;-. Sm T. ::VIciL WRAITH : I ask 

your ruling, 1\Ir. Chairman, whether such lan
guage as that i,; out of order ? 

The CHAIR:NIAN : Such language is not in 
order. 

ThePREJ\IIEH.sttid: I apprehend, Mr. :Fraser, 
that any hon. m ern her in this Committee may make 
use of any language he vleases, provided it is 
not indecent, and provided he does not attack 
any other hon. member. I do not see why two 
or three members should have a chartered liberty 
to use the most opprobrious and insulting 
epithets towards members on this side, which they 
scorn to notice, and that when a member on thrs 
side makes use of an expression purely abstract 
in its character he should be ruled out of order. 
I think th[tt if reference is made to authorities 
it will ]JP found that expressions of that kind 
nuty be m-ed. Certainly expressions infinitely 
wurc;c have been nsecl towards mern,bers on this 
;;idc of the Committee nearly c\·ery' sitting-day 
this'" :>-iun, bnt they have scorned to notice them. 
l'urLuuakly Lho;oc :,LaLcmcnt:; are recorded ir• 
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Hctnscwd, and they only injure the )Jerson who 
uses them. I submit, sir, that the expression 
nmde use of is not out of order, unless the word 

•" blackgmtrd" is applied to an hon. member of 
this Committee. To call a member of this Com
mittee a blackguard is, of course, ont of order, but 
to merely announce an aphorism <>f the kind 
made use of the hon. member is a different thing. 
Probably the true rule is this : that no offensive 
expression can be made by any member of 
another member. I think it is qnite time the 
same rule was applied to both sides of the 
Committee. 

The Ho:-~. Sm T. MoiLWRAITH said: I am 
sorry the Premier has taken up such a stand as 
he has on this matter. He is in a position to 
1nake a stand against any language that may 
have been used on either side of the Committee. 
Last night, when the hon. member for JVJ ary
borough was quite as insulting to myself, 
I scorned to take any notice of his remarks, and 
I think that was tlie best reply I could make. 
To-night he has again used pensonalities in his 
language. The hon. member for Balonne had 
just sat down when the hon. member for JYlary
borough rose, and said distinctly, " I am not )Jre
pared to measure words with a blackguard." 
Those were the words used, and as they were 
spoken immediately after the hon. member for 
Balonne had sat down, there can be no doubt 
that they were applied to him-that the hon. 
member for Maryborough said the member for 
Balonne was a blackguard. I do not think 
we have come to such a low pitch as this, 
to call one another blackguards across the 
table of the House. I have often and often 
done everything I coultl to re:;train my own 
followerR-thank God, I have not had to do it 
often-but I never heard one of them use a word 
of that sort to anv hon. member of thib House. 
If there is any ge.ntleman ly feeling on that 'ide 
of the Committee they must admit that the hon. 
gentleman who uttered the words onght to retract 
them and apologise to the Committee. I have 
heard, as I said before, bad language applied 
to myself, but I have scorned to reply to it, espe
cially when coming from the source it did-hom 
the hon. member for l\Tary borough. The hon. 
gentleman at the head of the Government simply 
declines the responsibilities of his position in 
being afraid to deal with a follower of his <lWn, 
but he must see that in order to conduct public 
husine>s properly, the ordinary decencies of life 
should be observed in this House. 

Mr. JORDAN said he thought every member 
of the Committee would regret that such an 
expression had fallen from the lips of the hon. 
member for Maryborough. He certainly did. 
If the expression was not applied to the hon. 
member for Balonne, it was plainly implied, 
and he regretLed that such a word should be 
heard from the lips of any hon. member in that 
Committee. There could not, in his opinion, 
he any circumstance which would justify such 
an expression ; and he hoped, for the honour 
of the House, that the hlm. member would 
withdraw the expression. The hon. member for 
Balonne sometimes made use of language in that 
House which was not justifiable-if, as an old man, 
he would allow him to say so without taking offence. 
He had said to the hon. member last night that 
he regretted that the hon. member had made use 
of the expression he used ht:st night. The hon. 
member was listened to for hi; wit and he often 
kept the House alive. He was as playful 
as a kitten, but the kitten should not scratch. 
They put up with a good deal from the hon. 
1ne1nLer, but he ::;mnetilne:-; tranRgreRRed 'the 
rules of propriety, and he thought the hon. 
gentleman would admit that himself. He 
thought he exceeded the LumJds uf prupriety 

when he referred t,1 the remark made by the 
hon. member for Gympie, and to that gentle
man's style of dress. That was nut the fir,;t 
time he had made Jlers<mal allusions to gentle
men, and to their sty le of drese and manner, and 
such allusions were beneath the dignity of that 
House and of any 1nen1ber occupying a place in it. 

'l'he Hox. R. B. SHERIDAN sairt : lYir. 
:E'raser,-In order that I should not for one 
moment be the means of delaying the business of 
this Committee, I will, without any he,it"-tion, 
express n1y very great regret at having allowed 
myself to be betrayed into making use of that 
expres,ion. \Vhatever my private feelings may 
be, I think it was very indiscreet on my part to 
make use of those words, and I think it wonld 
have been infinitely better for me to have 
remained silent and leave it to be understood 
that the hon. member to whom I have refeJTetl 
has not yet risen to the level of my contem]'t. I 
regret exceedingly having made UHe of the 
expression complained of, and I withdraw it 
accordingly. 

1\Ir. MAC:E'ARLA::'\E said that the hon. mem
ber having withdrawn the expression, he would not 
refer to it, but he took advantage of the present 
discussion to protest against personalities being 
used in debate. He had done so before, n.nd he 
did RO again. Hon. n1ernben; knew that he 
had always been op)Josed to personalities being 
thrown across the House. He thought it unbe
cmning and ungentlemanly, whether in a young 
man like the hon. member for Balonne, or an old 
and reverend gentleman like the hon. member 
for Nlaryborough. They all respecte<l the hon. 
member for Balmmc for the wit he displayed; 
but he wa~ S(nnetilnes not carefnl enough in the 
expressions he uoed. He was really guilty of 
u:~ing language in the Hou:se ~ornethnes-a.nd 
especially to the hon. Premier--that was un
beconling. He hoped he \Voulcl take \V:.trning, 
and be more careful of his expressions in the 
future, and that they might all live together and 
conduct their debates as gentlemen ought to do. 

Mr. ARCHER said: Nlr. Fraser,- I think 
I may take part in this di:scuti~ion, because 
I arn not in the habit of u;;;ing offen::;ive ex
pressions. Gentlemen on the other side appear 
to me to think that we on this Hide should sit 
silent under insinuations and language infinitely 
nwee offensive than anything tlmt falls from thi;; 
side of the House. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : Hear, hear! They have 
called us thieves and rogues. 

Mr. ARCHEH: I admit that the hon. mem
ber for Balonne is very witty, and "ornetimes he 
chaffs hon. members on the other side in such a 
way that even those whom he is chaffing are 
obliged to laugh; but only last night we had an 
aged gentlernan, ahnoRt a:-; aged a.s n1yRelf, 
referring to this side of the House as "Ali Baba 
and the Forty Thieves." \Vhen expressions of 
this sort are made use of by an aged n1an ~rhat 
are we to think of it? \Ve hold the hon. mem, 
her's opinion in such contempt that we simply take 
no notic!• of what he says. The hon. gentleman 
may call us thieves-and has cllnecl us thieves
s.nd \VG pass over his expression in Rilence. 
He may fmnkly express his opinion that I am a 
thief if he likes, and I say it does not matter to 
rne; I do not carP a fig about it, hecamm I do 
not think anyone will beliove him, and that 
everyone will still belie Ye that I am an honest 
man. But when it comes to this-that notice i," 
called to his expression-I thi11k it istinw that the 
hon. gentle1nan leading the other ~·:i(le of the Com
mittee shoul<l do as hi,; followers ha Ye done. and 
express his disapproval of tbat kind of thing. 
I mu not going to fx:l<tY tha.t I ahnty . ...; ~-q •pro\·e of 
the exprcs~ium; made me uf by my huu. frieud 
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the 1uembcr for Bnlonne. ...\~the hon. llleiHber 
for !-;outh BriHb:.tne H~y-;, the lwn. 111e1ulJer hal':l 
the playfulness of the kitten, but he sometimes 
scmtches as well. That may he so, hut if he 
make-; a mistake call him to order ; nud if I 
think he is in the wrong I shall certainly raise 
1ny voiee to put hhn right. I think it renJ:trk
able that the leader of the ( ~oYernment and 
the h•;ccler of this House should lnwe t1ied to 
excn,;e such an evident breach of the rules of the 
Hou,;e as he has done to-night. I do not believe 
1ny:-:elf in per:-;onalitie::; being used in the House, 
and I hope that after to-night the air will be a 
little cle.ner, and that \\·e ,;hall have no more of 
this kinr! of thing in the future. 

The PH.E:\UEH said : I hojW- w too, lHr. 
l<'raser. lt is becau.sc I thought a little discus
sion of this kintl would tenrl to clear the air a little 
tlmt I made the speech I just now mac! e. I knew 
\vhat I was sa.ying, n,nd I spoke with ::t ]JUr}JOHe. 
I expected it mmld ha Ye that result, and I tru~t 
it will ha Ye that resnlt. I believe I aw tolerably 
well ae<tnaiuted with my duty mrd with the 
rules of the House, aud I deliberately decliued 
to cenoure the fir~t memLer on thi,; side of the 
I-Ion~e who waf3 called to order for cmnnritting
an offence of the most trivi>tl and venial 
character as compared with what we ha Ye had 
to listen to here for weeks past. I declined 
un1ler those circtunstances, when the fin;t cmn
plaint was made of a member on this side of the 
Hou~e n::;ing persnnc1litieR, to take the oppor
tunity of lJlaming- him. \Vhether I \\'as right in 
doing that or not I do not know, but I did it 
cloliherately, and if I w<ts wrong- I still did it 
delibertttelv. ' 

The Hox. Sru T. J\lciLWRAITH: I do not 
kno\Y whnt the hou. lneiuber calls offence::; df 
''trivial nnd venial character." I know that if, 
after the hon. wember had made a most violent 
and nffensive Rpeech against 1118, and when 1ny 
titne canw to speak, I sbnply ro::;e and said, " I 
sh"ll decline to reply to a blackguard," I should 
luwe been disgraced in the eyes of the colony. 
But this is just exactly what has taken place 
now, and the hon. member says that that is a 
trivial and venial offence. 

The PRK~IIEH: I said, as compared with 
othero. 

The Hox. Srn T. MciLWRAITH: I never 
heard such au exprel::l~ion n:-:;eJ Lefore in the 
colony. \\'"hen a.n hon. Inelnber on my side 
of the 1-fou/-le on a pre\'iou~ occnsion u~ed 
an ungeiJtleruanly e~'-}n·esr·don, I adviRed hiu1 
:-;trongly tn \vithdraw the expre::-:sion, and I took 
action my~elf. That is the onl.v one occa~ 
sion on which an offence of the sa1ne :-;ort 
has been comruitted. I hope this cleb,tte will 
clear the air, ancl I hope the hon. gentleman 
at the head of the Gov-ernment will be 
wakened to the responsibilities of his }HJbition, 
am! learn that he is to guide the House for the 
futnre. I hope he will keep his followers in 
hand, becan~e if this kind of 1nanagen1ent i8 to 
go on, and 1118lllher':f n,re to Le allowed to eX]Jress 
their thoughts in the language ''"eel by the h(m, 
member for Mn,ryborough to-ni:c\·ht, the debates 
will ha Ye to be conducted by a different class of 
men altogether to those who have conducted 
them in the past. 

:\lr. :\lOHEHE.-\.D said: 1\Ir. Fmser,-I would 
like tu t;a,y a. \Vord or t\.vo upon tbis uuttter, and, 
of cnu!·~e, I hctve the right as a lll8lllher of the 
Comruittee to expresl:) 111y opinion, c.tntl I a.ccept 
the tnild castigation vdtich hnx been given tfJ n1e 
hy both ,,ides of the Committee. i\Ly claw., may 
soiHctjn1etJ Rcratch ; xo1netin1C~ perhc.tp::; they are 
intended to ,,cmtch-the prohaLility is they are ; 
Lut a .. s for being called a hbckgu;m] h:-· the lwu. 
JJJI_'tnlwr f(\r }J:~r~·ltort~1J·:ll, I a1ll uot, aL ,tl] ...,11n.: 
Llld.L ~~uy 1HLL!.J.1.JGl' vu t.lllH.r . .i<JG u[ Lht- L'L·lllllliLLt.e 

would think that, either as regards my private 
or public r;opacity, th<tt wets a Yery littin, 
epithet to apply to me. I may be wrong, uf 
course, in as::::~tnuing to n1yself a poi:iition that ha:-; 
not been assigned to 111e by the hon. 1I1e1n ber 
flH' 1\IaryhO!'ough, l\lr. Sheridan, who has chosen 
to apply that epithet to me, and has withdra,wn 
it in a very half-hearted way. l\o matter what 
epithets I ma:-" have applied to hon. gentlemen 
oppoHite-.:-;muetiuie~ to hon. gentlen1en on 111y 
own side-I, at anyrate, have never uHecl any 
la.ng-1Ht.ge so gros:-;ly offensive as the word 
that the hon. geutleman was pleased to apply 
to me. He has hat! to admit to-night that the 
language wa.-:5 not applicable to 1ne, and it i:::; rather 
an unfortnua.te position fnr a. }[inister of the 
Crown to have placed hinmelf in. I certttinly 
ha.ve said nothing to hiu1 to-night, or at any 
other time so far as I know, to justify him in 
applying "uch a term to me. I have applied 
ridicule to him, an cl I fancy that possibly ridicule 
i" not inapplicable to him. ~\.t any rate, if I have 
ever sai1l anything offensive, I Bhould. have been 
corrected at the time. If objection could be 
taken to a.ny language n1ade use of by n1e at any 
back periodofmy public life, fat1ltshouldhave been 
found with it then, and not uow. Perhaps the fact 
is that my banter is so g-ood-natured that hon. 
members pass it over aml do not think where the 
scratch ccmes iu till too late, I do uot know if 
that is the case ; I only throw it out as a suggeti
tion. I say I have not wittingly offended any
one in this H(·mse to my knowledge. I have 
poked fun, and I intend to poke fun, so long a:-; 
Provideuce give:H n1e language and I au1 allowed 
the privilege of a seat in this House. As to the 
hon. member for :\Ltryborongh, what clid he s>ty 
last night when I was not present with regard to 
the :\Iinistry of which I was a member, and of 
which, therefore, I fnrmecl part and parcel'/ In 
the ninth article which he brnught up n.g>tinst 
that :\Iinistry ;-I clo not know why he made it 
nine rather than nineteen ortwenty-five; perhaps 
he tixe<l on the number nine because it wa,; an 
odd ntnnber, and the charge.":; were odd ones ;~in 
that article he charg-ee! me with being a thief. 
At any mte, I was one of those who as
sisted " Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves," and 
I pilrticipatecl in their crime. l\ow, had I been 
here last night, I daresay I should not have had 
the high pri,·ilege of being called a blackguar<l 
to-night. I might lm\'e been caller! a blackguard 
last uh;ht. As it is, that is the term I lmve 
had the J>l'i,·ilege of hearing applied to 1ue 
to-nig-ht. That hon. gentlen1an thinks, or ~e8ln~ 
to think, that he has the right to hurl such 
terms as "swindler'' -and all the otber words his 
exteuRive ,·ucabnlary in that regard t~UlJplie::;~ 
against nwn1bers of the late l\linh•try, a.wl 
tho,;e who "'JlJ>orted thell< in thi,; Honse. He 
seenr~ t< 1 think that i...; a K peci al privilege
a rnonnpuly, in fact, which he alone i.:-; to enjoy. 
I di(l not propo~:~e to-night to have interviewed 
hirn or !:' poken to hirn on this q nestion, nor do 1 
intend to now, so that perhap::; he 'vut; speaking 
a little before his time when he went out of his 
way to Ut;e the W(•rd "blackguard" to rne. 
However, I will promise that gentleman Home
thing fur the futnre. I )Jrorui,;e him that I will 
give him a family history, which will be as 
interesting- to him as tu the country, before I 
have done with him. 

Mr. BHOOKES said that he, at all events, 
conld corHe before the Committee and talk about 
thi,; matter with a clean sheet. That w''" the 
rea"m why he did not wish to let the opportnnity 
p:t~s withont saying ju~t a few wor1lH. It had 
lJepn his misfortune to be absent frol!J the House 
for Korue few dayt-~, and he rmnmnbered reading 
in the quiet ~t.syluw of hi:-; owu lwnHP alJont the 
1Hm. llielllhvr fol' Baltllllle a .. ;-;ki11:.:- tJ•c ('lt:Ji!"llli:Ul 

'du~,lLer 1~ v,·J.u j u"Liild,lJle fol' uue lU~HiLv~· Lu 
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say of another that he was miorepresenting him. 
H>wing the advantage, then, of being able to look 
at the matter quietly and philosophically, he 
certainly came to the c8nclusion that the hon. 
1nember for Balonne was going to turn over a now 
leaf altogether-that if he could object to the 
term "1nisrepresent '' or "n1isrepresentation" 
he was either going to be an entirely different 
gentleman from what he had been, or he was 
pushing the matter to the verge of ab
HUrdity. He need not tell the Committee 
that the terms "misrepresent" and " misrepre
:-:;entation " n1nst be allowable, RO long as 
they were merely plain persons-lhtble to make 
n1ista.kes, llrlHlliable to Iniscontrue and rniscon· 
cei ve. There was nothing at :tll in that term 
that could be construe<] as provoking a breach of 
the peace. It did strike him at the time that he 
wbhed the Chairman had rule,] that the term 
'' n1isrepresent" or '' rni:-;repre;;eHtatiun" wa:-:; par
liamentary. lt would lmve .:wed a lot of trouble 
in the future. He could say what he was going 
to say ahout the hon. mmnber for Balonne with
out the least bitterness, because there was no 
member in the House whose society and whose 
playfulness he enjoyed more than that of the hon. 
member. He knew he did not mean even to 
scratch with his kitten claws. They were only 
kitten claws-they could not really wound >tny
bocly. He had also the good rtnality of not 
knowing when he scratched and when he did 
not. That was a very pleasant thing, and he 
should be sorry to see such a quality elimin>Lted 
from the debates. He might say that he 
often re>tlly enjoyed the remarks of the 
hon. member - fooh;h remarks, be knew -· 
irrelevant, and now and again belo\v the 
dignity of the House-but still they enlivened 
the deb>ttes, and relieved the wearisome mono
tony of some of the speeches from the other 
side. But only a day or two ago he read in the 
Hansanl several speeche~ of the hon. member 
for Balonne, and he had hearcl those speeches 
commented on in the street. The hon. member 
for Balonne would, he wa:-; ::;ure, ta,ke thi~ JHelli
cinal!y; he did not wish to castigate him-
nothing was further from his wish·- but he 
really did want to give the hon. member 
wh>tt he thought was called an alterative. The 
hon. member had certainly the other night ad
dressed to t--he Preutier la.ngua.ge which \Vas belo\v 
the dignity of the member for Balnnne. Somehow 
or other the Premier usetl the term "insignifi
cant 1ne1nber." That \Vas a h:M·mle,-.:r; expression, 
mul he was perfectly confident the Premier in
tendetl nothing offensive to >tnyhody; but, lo 
and behold! up jumped the hon. member for 
J3alonne in what w:ts " Yery good cmmterfeit-he 
<lid not think it was a reality-of a towering rage. 
He ruight assun1e a, l'age, and he could bellow. 
lf they could only believe that he was sincere 
some good might come of it, but he (}Ir. Brookes) 
would remind the hon. member of what he s>tid 
on that occasion. It was not gentlemanly. 
\Vhether it was parliamentary or not, it certainly 
wa~ not gentlmuanly, and it was 11ot language 
tlmt he would have user! to the Premier in " 
private room. He certainly sheltered himself 
umler his parliamentary privilege, and that was 
wlmt they were all too apt to do. Having made 
such a full confession as he (J\1r. Brookes) took 
it tn he, he hoped the hon. member for Balonne 
would remember that if he wished to claim the 
right of calling members on the Government 
side to order for irregularities of speech he should 
set a better example for the future. 

Mr. MORl!;HBAD said anything he had said 
in the Hnusn to the Premier, or anyone else, he 
wnnl{l !'5ay out~i(te in a priYate romn if it wa:-; 
desire<!. The hem. membet· for Xorth Brisbane 
(") lr. Bl'llOkl~:'\) had_ chaJlenged hi111 to dn :-30 1 ltUd 

he "'k re.ccly tu do it ltt any thne. \Yhat lw hall 

said to the Premier was Hot so much for the 
purpose of defending his own position, but the 
position of every member of the Committee whose 
position harl. been lowered by the words of the 
Premier. So far from his shrinking from repeat
ing what he had said, he would say it again any 
time the hon. gentleman liked. 

Mr. BROOKES said, if he had allowed any 
renmrk tn esc,tpe him which would seem to 
impugn in any way the bravery of the hon. 
member for BalonJl(i, he would withdraw it. 

}1r. MOltEHEAD said the hon. member 
accused him distinctly of saying that he 'aid to 
members of the House, under parli>tmentary 
privilege, that which he would not dare to have 
repeate<l in a pri yate room. He §aid aga.in tl!at 
he wa" prepared to reveat word for word out"Hle 
what he had said inside the House. He had 
nothino- more to say. He had been challenged 
by the 

0

juuior member for Korth Bri"bane, and 
he had answered the challenge. 

::Vh. BROOKES said, in reply, he wished to 
se~y that the remark he made was--

:M:r. MOREHEAD : \Vhat you said is re
corded. 

Mr. BROOKES said he was going to h>tve his 
own way. \\'hat he said was that the hon, 
member for Balonne used langu>tge to the 
Premiet· and of the Premier which he would not 
use in a private room. What did that mean? 
Of course the hon. member for Balonne, with 
an alacrity which he C\Ir. Brookes) thought 
showed a natural pusillanimity, immediately 
jumped to the conclusion th>tt he CMr. Brooke') 
impugned his braYery. He had nothing to do 
with that. The hon. member might be as 
valiant as a pot-lion for anythirrg he knew. He 
dared say he was, but .what he (Mr. Brookes) 
n1eant was that such lang·uage \Vas not usual 
between gentlernen \V here there was not any such 
thing as parlimnentary privilege. He trusted 
that would not be offensiYe to the hon. member 
for Ba,lonno. The hon. gentlem>tn knew that 
in the intercomse of civilised educated society it 
\Vas not customary for one gentlen1an to use 
such langnage to another gentlernan as was; 
med the other night by the hon. member to 
the Premier. Tlmt was all he meant, and he did 
think that the hon. member took advantage of 
parliamentary privilege. He wished there wus 
no snch thing a.s parlian1entary pri dlege, and he 
agreed with what had been said by Prince 
Bismarck that--

Mr. 1\lOREH.EAD : He will be proud when 
he hears that. 

Mr. BROOKES said he Wll,S talking seriously. 
Prince Bismarck said that, under the ple>t of 
parlittmentary pri vi!ege, any co.ward could say 
anything. He (Mr. Brookes) dtd not mean to 
apply th,-,t to the hon. member for Balonne. He 
was not thinking of him ><t the time, but he was 
simply repeating Bismarck's ~lwn words. Parlia
nwntary privilege \Vas a privilege much abul'3ed. 

Mr. MORE HEAD : He>tr, hear ! You had to 
apologise at one tilne. 

11r. BROOKES saicl be never abused. It 
wa~ a privilege Yery often ta,ken ad vantage of 
du;'ing the hPat of dohate, anrl if they had any 
time to think, perhaps such ungentlemanly ex
pressions would not be made use of. \Vhen he 
heard hon. members on the other side s>ty that 
they listened to ttbusive language with ~ mag
nanimous scorn and contempt, he drd not 
think much of such a statement. It was very 
easy to as:;nnw to care nothing \vhen really 
the remarks were hannless, but he thonght 
"'"Tellt ,]ea! of good wonld come of the discus
,;i,~n. He lmcl himself been insulted in the 
l!o(]SC. He was once told lJy the hon. mmnlwr 
fur l\aluune tlmt he could not be trnstell tv 
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do justice between man and man. There wa" a 
Chl'istian se11timent! Bnt then he (l\Ir. Hrookes) 
adopted the tilctice of the hon. member himself, 
and pulled him up on the spot, and like a gentle· 
man, as the hon. member was, he immediately 
retracted, and apolog·ised and looked extremely 
penitent. He (;\fr. Brookes) desired to express 
the hope that they should, as a deliberative 
assembly, endeavour to steer clear of jJers<mali
ties. They could serve no good purpose. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: Physician, cure thyself! 
Mr. BROOKES said he would m:.tke the avowal 

that he had, at times, e\·en himself offended, 
hut he would not be the first to again indul~·e in 
personalities. 
Question~That clnuse 1 stnnd part of the 

Bill-put. 
The Ho:-~. Sm T. MciL WIL\ITH snid he did 

not think the hon. memher in cha1·ge of the Bill 
e:mctly understood the scope of the amend
ment that he had proposed. It propose<l to 
reduce the rate of intcre~t and to define the 
maximum rate chargeable by the company. 
It was not aimed at the Gym pie Company ex· 
clusi vely, but ·was proposed as a protection to 
the public. He admitted~and every member 
who had yet spoken admitted-that, while doing 
everything they could to protect the public, they 
should, at the present time, not do anything that 
would prevent the formation of public com
panies for the purpose of c:1rrying ont pnhlic 
works ; he did not want to do that. If the hnn. 
member showed in :1ny w:1y that he considered it 
would be to the advantage of the company or the 
community that a higher interest than 10 per 
cent. should be allowed to be divided in diYi
dends, he, for one, would not carry his objection 
to any extreme length. He had said whnt he 
hl!,d to say ; an<l he thought, being a company 
which acf[uired from Parliament a monopoly, it 
should be limited in the anwnnt of its profits. 
He had therefore proposed what he considere<l 
the moderate amount of 10 per cent., whilst, being 
aware at the same time that other companies had 
been allowed to diYide profits np to 30 per cent. 
If the hon. member in charge of the Bill would 
frame a satisfnctory amendment by which the 
local nuthority would have power, after ten or 
fourteen ye:ws, to purchase the company's works 
at an amount to be arrived at by arbitration, it 
would limit very considerably the importance of 
the other amendment he had suggested with 
regard to reducing the percentage. As soon as 
the dividends reached 10 per cent., and as long 
as the Government was solvent, and could 
lend money to local authorities at fi per cent. as 
was the law and custom now, he was certain the 
local authorities would purchase the g·asworks. 
He was sorry to hear the hon. member (Mr. 
Smyth) talk about Gym pie as a place where there 
was special risk in putting up gasworks. Judging 
from experience there could not be a finer field 
for such an experiment, and there was certainly 
no more risk at Gympie thnn at Townsville, 
Bundaberg, or any other places in the colony 
where the formntion of gae com panics ha< l been 
determined upon. 

Mr. SMYTH said that, whilst willing· to insert 
a clnuse gi vihg the local authority power to 
purchase the company's works at the encl of ten 
or fourteen years, he thought it inadvisable to 
interfere with the percentage. Although 20 per 
cent. was mentioned in the Bill, the ehareholders 
would be perfectly satisfied if they got 10 per 
cent. Gympie being· a mining district, there 
was always the risk of a depreciation of stock in 
compnnies of that kind. A short time ago the 
mnnicipnlity there proposed to borrow a sum 
of money from the Government to construct 
wnterworks. \Vater was much more needed at 
Gym pie than gas, and no doubt would pay better; 

but the people ro.':le in fL holly~ and ~igned a htrge 
petition prote~ting a.gainr;:t the propo~itic ,n, o_n tl:e 
ground that their taxation would be heaner Ill 

consequence. If that Wtls the case with water, it 
was hardly likely the people would allow the 
municipality to manufacture gn,s. He hoped the 
Committee would not mutilate the Bill, as those 
who were interested in it deserved great credit 
for forming the company. 

The Ho~. Sill T. MciLWRAITH said he 
hoped the hon. gentleman did not think for a 
moment that ther·e was any intention to tear the 
Bill to pieces. All they wanted to do was to 
nmend it in the interests of the public~an 
amendment which he wa" glad the hon. member 
had expressed his willingness to nccept. 

The PREMIER sai<l he understood that the 
conqmny propot~ed to carry on its operationR in 

, the municipn,l district of Gympie, nnd in the 
1 aLljoining divi~ional bonrd as well. r.rhe sng. 

"ested amendment gaYe the municipali(,y only 
power i;o purchnse, but great changes might take 
place within the fourteen years. Instead of 
<lealing with isolated cases, there ought to be a 
Bill dealin" with the subject, giving local 
authorities lJower to pllrchase any work:-; within 

1 

their districts which Parliament considered conl<l 
he more advantageonsl:-,· conducted by them than 
hy a priYate company. There wns no great 
urgency about the 1natter, for the power wa:::; not 
sought to be exercbed within fourteen years, at 
any rate. If it was intemled to a.ccept an amend
lnent of the kind xuggested, it would be 

, better to adopt, with certain modifications, the 
clause from the Tramways Act instead of the 
curnlJrons clause which he saw in the Sydney 
Bill. 

The Hox. Sm T. l\IciLWRAITH said he 
quite believed in a geneml Act providing thnt 
loc<tl authorities should have power to purchase 
gn,sworks, but that did not meet the case; If gas 
compnnies first got the power to start thmr works, 
and a Bill was introduced afterwards giving local 
authorities the power to buy them, the compani~" 
might object. vVhat they wanted was to make 1t 
a condition of the bal'gain that the local authori
ties could bnv if they chose. He was prepared 
to go even ful·ther than the Premier, and believed 
it would ,save an immenseclenl of time if af01·m was 
drawn up for all compltnies in the future. There 
were a large number of clauses which the Com
mittee had not the proper knowledge to amend. 
If hon. members were to compnre the present 
Bill with the gas companies' Bills in Melbourne, 
they would see a nu m her of most useful clauses 
which they had neither time nor knowledge to 
put into 'the present Bill. In the meantime 
they could not clo better than insert the clause 
from the Tramways Act, as he had some time 
ago suggested, with a few nltemtions. Where 
did the hon. member propose to insert that 
clam:;e? 

Mr. SMYTH said the proper place for it 
would be before clause 38 of the Bill. 

Mr. 1\WRBHEAD said he hoped the hon. 
member would see that there was no intention to 
obstruct the Bill. They were simply trying to 
perfect it, ancl it would cerbinly he greatly 
improved hy the amendment suggesteri by the 
lender of the Opposition. 

Clause pnt and passed. 
On clause 2~" Power to other persons to 

convey renl estate to the cmnpnny "~ 
The PHEMIER said, if they were going tn 

prodde for local authorities purchasing gas
works, there ought to be some special power 
given them to do so. At present they were not 
authorised to borrow money for that purpose, 
and there would have to be a special law dealing 
with that, and also regulating the relation of the 
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ocal bodies with consumers, when the time 
came. Regarding the mn,tter from that point . 
of view, it httd occurred to him that it might 1 

he sufficient if they provided in the present 
or any other Bill passed now that gasworkt; 
might be taken over by local authorities 
on terms which should be hereafter fixed hy 
Parliame?t. It should be part of the bargain 
that Parlmment would have that power. Since 
there was no law on the subject at the present 
time, it would perhaps he better to reserve the 
right in that way rather than put in an incomplete 
clause. He made the suggestion in or<ler that it 
might be considered before the Committee came 
to the part of the Bill where such a provi,.;ion 
should be inserted. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWHAlTH said he be
lieved the suggestion made by the Premier was 
a better way of dealing with the matter than the 
insertion of a clause as previously proposed. He 
liked the suggestion, because then Parliament 
would really have the power of fixing the terms 
on which the purchase should be made. · 

Mr. GROOM said there was nothing in the 
Municipalities Act of X ew South W aleH to 
authorise municipalities going into the money 
market and borrowing money for gasworks ; yet 
the Legislature inserted a clause in all gas 
c0mpanies' Acts giving thc·m power to purchase 
such works. 

The PREMIER: Perhaps it has never been 
pointed out. 

Mr. GROOM saiditmightnothave been pointed 
out to them. 'l'he circumstances there were 
analogous to those in this colony at the present 
time. The same question was arising as to the 
monopoly of gas companies ; but an attempt was 
being made there to guard against it. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH asked if 
the hon. gentleman in charge of the Bill objected 
to the proposal of the Premier to resPrve the 
power? If the company inserted a clause in the 
Bill such as that in the Tramways Act, they 
bound themselves to a particular mode of 
assessment; whereas when the general Bill 
was brought in they might find that they could 
actually get better terms. According to the 
Premier's suggestion, all the Bills of that kind 
passed in future would he subject to this legis
lation : that at a certain time the gasworks 
could be taken over by the local authorities on 
terms to be prescribed by Parliament. He 
thought that met the case, because by it they 
did not hind themselves to the particular terms 
laid down in the Lands Resumption Act of 
1878. The provisions in that Act were rather 
complicated. Under the Tramways Act the 
mode of arbitration was according to the Act of 
1878 ; but some of the provisions were rather 
clumsy, and it might be desirable that the House 
should not follow it in similar cases. 

Mr. GROOM said he did not object to what 
the l'remier had suggested. He only wished to 
point out what the circumstances in an adjoining 
colony were. The municipalities there had nu 
power to borrow money for the purchase of gas
works, though it was quite possible to suppoHe 
that a municipality might have funds and would 
not have to resort to the money market at all. 
Bnt the municipalities had no such power, and 
~·et the Legislature was giving them power to 
pnrchase gasworks. Of course he thought the 
proposal to bring down a general Bill making it 
applicable to all corporations in Queenolaud was 
preferable to having a clause in the pttrticular 
Bill before them. 

Clause put and pas.;ed. 
Clauses 3 to 12, inclusive, passed as printer!. 

On clause 13--" Power for the comp:tny to con
tract for lighting of streets and honses''--· 

The HoN. Sm T. :V1ciLWltAITH s,dd that the 
clause stated that the gas company should not be 
compelled to rerluce the price of gas until the 
profits exceeded 20 per cent. Of course, the im
portance of the clause was not so great in his 
eyes if the clause were passed which gave the 
locrtl authority power to purchase. Still, he 
thought that 20 per cent. was an exorbitant 
profit to ask. 'l'hat was the customary amount 
in the days when "thing of the sort was thought 
a very risky unclertaking, and profits were so much 

. higher. He thought it was too high a profit to ask. 
The clause, hy holding out a hope that the dividends 
would be so high, would add an inducement to 
the buying of stock. He did not think the 
profits would be more than 10 per cent. If they 
had the power of forcing up the dividends beyond 
10 per cent. they might make it 1m>11table to 
th:msel ves in this way: that any provisiom that 
Imght be made for the purchase of the works hy 
the municipality from the company would be 
based in SOme way or another U]JOJl the profits 
tJ:a~ they had made ; and if they forced it up, by 
g1vmg had gas and making high charge~, to 15 
per cent. or 20 per cent., they would claim, of 
course, to be paid that 15 per cent. or 20 per cent. 
when thP thing was taken over hy the munici
pality. The hon. member ought t;, accept some 
reduction. He believed that money could be had 
to any extent for a gas company for anv munici
pality in the colony that had a prospect of pay
mg 10 per cent. 

Mr. SMYTH said he did not see that they 
ought to give way on that point. The share
holders did not ex.pect more than 10 per cent., 
and if they made more than that they were going 
to reduce the price of gas. The Inca! gas com
pany at Brisbrtne reduced the price from 15s. 
to Ss. in nine years, and a.s soon as ever the gas 
company at Gympie was on a good footing, and 
they saw their way clear to reduce the price of 
gas, they would do so. If the people thought 
the company was making too much money they 
could turn off their gas and nse kerosine 
or candlee. He did not think there was a gas 
company in Australia who made 20 per cent., 
and if he thought the Gympie Company was 
going to make that profit he would scrape 
together a few pounds and go into it, and so 
would a good many other members of that 
Committee. At present the shares were below 
par; £1 shares were only at 17s. 6d., and a 
proposal to reduce that 20 per cent. might 
damage those shares to a very great exter.t. 

Mr. MELLOR said he thought that it would 
he doing a great injustice to investors in the gas 
company stock to interfere with the clause as it 
stood ; 20 per cent. vras little enough considering 
the corporation could buy it up in twelve or 
fifteen years. It would be far better to leave it 
as it was at present. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said he 
would not propose an amendment on the clause, 
because the sting had been taken out of it by the 
power being given to municipalities to purchase. 
He still thought it too high, hut would not 
move a reduction himself. 

Mr. GROOM said, in looking through the Acts 
which had been passed from 1877 to 1880, there 
were three gas companieB' Bills-the Ipswich 
Gas Company, the Maryhorough Gas and Coal 
C.nnpany, and the Toowoomba Gas Company. 
In each of these cases the amount fixecl w~s 
30 per cent. So that the present Bill aske<l 
for 10 per cent. below that. He did not 
see why any further reduction should be made, 
because there were always losses in the early 
initiation of gas companies. There was often 
gr0at difficulty in getting a proper manager, and 
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a great loss might accrue in that way, or 
disasters might cccur, such as that which 
happened to the Toowoomba Gas Company some 
twelve months or eighteen months ag·o, when the 
buildings were blown down by a cyclone. If 
authority was given to local bodies in future 
to purchase those companies, 20 per cent. was 
reasonable compared with what the percentage 
was in Acts passed before it. 

Clause put and passed. 
Clauses 14 andlfi passed as printed. 
On clause lG--" Company to relay pavements 

or roads broken up, and to remove rubbish, fltc., 
until pavements be relaid ; company to provide 
necessary lights at night"-

Mr. FERGUSON said that such a clause was 
often the cause of disputes between gas companies 
and the local authorities, because they had no 
power to direct the company where to deposit the 
surplns earth. Sometimes, after breaking up the 
roads there was a large quantity of surplus earth 
which no doubt belonged to the local authorities, 
hut which, in Rockhampton, the company had 
sold at considerable profit. In order to prevent 
that sort of thing the clause should be amended, 
so as to give the local authorities power to airect 
where the surplus earth should be deposited-say 
a mile or a mile and a-half from the place whence 
the earth or rubbish was taken. Local authori
ties often required earth for the formation of 
streets, and the surplus earth broken up hy the 
gas companies would be very U>eful in such 
cases. 

Mr. SMYTH said that such a provision would 
not be necessary in Gympie, where the local 
authorities were glad to get rid of the surplus 
earth, and where it might be a gren,t hardship to 
the company to compel them to carry stuff a mile 
away, when it could with equal advantage to the 
local authorities be deposited at a distance of a 
few hundred yards only. 

Mr. BEATTIE said they might look at it in 
another light. Supposing the company left the 
rubbish on the streets and caused accidents, 
would the corporation be responsible ? The 
company was bound to take the earth away at 
the direction of the corporation. He did not 
know whether the Municipalities Act gave 
the corporation control over all material taken 
from the streets ; but he was sure that the 
Brisbane Corporation would not allow the gas 
company to take away surplus material. If 
there was any surplus material the corporation 
took possession. He saw. no necessity for any 
amendment. 

Mr. FERGUSON said that in Rockhampton 
the gas company actually sold the stuff, and the 
corporation lost the surplus earth, which was 
valuable in that town, though apparently it was 
not so in Gympie. 

Clause put and passed. 
Clauses from 17 to 24 passed as printed. 
On clause 25- " Remedy for recovery of 

rents"-
Mr. FERGUSON said the clause was very 

much against the interests of the company, whose 
interests the Committee should protect, as well 
as those of other people. According to the 
clause, a gas bill might run on for two or three 
months, but befme the company could cut off 
the supply of gas they must give the consumer 
twenty-one days' notice. That defect had been 
the cause of nearly all the bad debts of gas com
panies. A landlord could step in where rent 
wa8 clue, after a clay's notice, and local authori
ties had power to sue for rates which were due; 
but a gas company had to give twenty-one days' 
notice before they could take proceedings, no 
matter how much the consumer owed for gas. 

He did not know whether the same provision 
was in other companies' Acts. Three weeks wa.~ 
a long time for the company to be compelled to 
wait, and during that period a consumer mipht 
sell off everything he had and go away to New 
South Wales. He only referred to the matter in 
order to bring it under the notice of the gentleman 
in charge of the Bill. 

Mr. ALAND said he did not see why a gas 
company should be placed in any better position 
for the recovery of their debts than anybody 
else. If he, as a tradesman, chose to give too 
long credit he suffered the consequences, and if 
a gas company allowed their accounts to run too 
long they must also suffer the consequences. 
The company could send in their account, and 
if it was not paid at the end of twenty-one days 
they could sue for the amount due in the small 
debts court. To say that a gas company 
should have the same privilege as a landlord 
was expecting a little too much. They were the 
same as any other trader, and must exercise 
discretion in conducting their business. 

Mr. FERGUSON said he thought the hon. 
gentleman did not quite understand the point he 
raised. A tradesman could take proceedings at 
once to re.cover his debts, but, according to the 
provision in the Bill before the Committee, the 
Gympie Gas Company must allow twenty-one 
days to elapse before taking any proceedings. 
The two cases were not the same. 

Mr. MACJ!'ARLANE said he thought the 
company would be pretty well protected by the 
clause as it stood. He believed it was the rule 
for gas companies to render hills every month, 
and he did not think they were likely to lose 
very much if they had to wait twenty-one days 
after that before taking legal proceedings. He 
had made inquiries about the Ipswich Company, 
and found that by the system they adopted they 
had only lost a few shillings. Their plan was to 
render accounts monthly, and to allow a certain 
discount if they were paid before the end of the 
following month. Of course if the consumer did 
not settle his account within that time he had to 
pay the full amount. It was, however, generally 
found that people were anxious to secure the dis
count, and consequently paid their accounts very 
regularly. That was the experience of the 
Ipswich Gas Company. 

Mr. MELLOR said a similar system was 
adopted by the Gym pie Company. A very much 
lower rate was charged to customers who paid 
cash-that was, within fourteen days. With 
reference to the point to which the hon. member 
for Rockhampton had called attention, he 
thought it was rather too much to expect that a 
company in a place like Gympie, where a con
siderable portion of the population consisted of 
miners-a class of people who were very migra
tory in their habits-should have to give twenty
one days' notice before suing for the debts owing 
them. If a tradesman had to wait that long he 
would think it very hard lines. He thought 
that gas companies should be placed on the same 
footing as ordinary tradespeople. 

Mr. BEATTIE said he would point out that 
in Brisbane, when a person made application to 
have gas laid nn to his premises, he was required 
to deposit with the company an amount equal to 
the cost of the gas he would burn in a certain 
time-say £3 or £4. That was as security for 
the meter fitted in his place. Under that 
arrangement the company had always got some
thing belonging to the consumer. If the Gym pie 
Company adopted a similar system they would 
always be well protected. 

Mr. SMYTH said he did not think the time 
mentioned in the clause was too long. 

Clause put and passed. 
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On, clause 2G-" Penalty for interrupting com
pany s \vorlnnen"-

l\Ir. ::\IOHEHEAD said he assumed there was 
nothing new in that clause ; that it was like the 
provision in similar Acts. 

Mr SMYTH said there was nothing new in it 
as far as he \Vas aware. 

Clause put and passefl. 
Clauses 27 to 37, inclusive, passed as printed. 
The HoN. Sm T. 2\IuiL WRAITH : The pro-

posed new clause should follow cla1me :l'i. 
Mr. S::\IYTH mm·ed the insertion of the 

following new clanse to follow chn,;c 37 as 
passed:-· · 

At any time after the expiration of fomtren years 
from the passing of this ...:\._et, the local authority, "\Yitltin 
whose jnristlietion the company carrir-s on its opera~ 
tions, may purchase and take from the company the 
whole of the land::~, bniltlings. works, wains. llipes, anfl 
apparatus of the company ou such terms a::~ to a:-;certain
ment and payment of the pnrehasc money as may 1>C 
from tiltle to time prescribed by Parliament. 

Iu the event of the company eanying on its op(•ra· 
tions ·within the jurisdiction of more than one local 
authority, such JHU'ehase may be made by each 
one of Lhe local anthorities as maY he pl'CS(']'ibecl lJY 
Parliament. " · 

Question put and passerl. 
On clause 3R-" Interpretation dause"-
The Ho:-~. SmT. MoiL\YRAITH said that of 

course the clause just passed, to follow chtusc 37, 
woulcl not c:<rry out the intention of the Hou.se 
until the promised Bill was passecl. It did not 
prescribe the conditions under which the lnc>tl 
authorities might purchase the \Yorks. The 
position in which thing"' were left now war.:; thiR : 
'rhat the Government, of course, nnderstood the 
responsibility they were under, to bring in n,r.:; 
soon as possible a general Bill specifying the 
conditions under which local n.uthorities should 
purchase such works. That was promised, of 
cour,;e, by the Government, before the clause 
was allowed to pass. 

The PTIK\IIEll said the clause which the hon. 
gentlenutn Inovell, :tiHl 'vhich he ha1l fra.rned, 
provided that at "<>me time after fourteen pe<u·s 
had elapsed, if the company cctrriecl cm £m tlmt 
time, the local auth,)l'ity might purchase the 
\VOl'kH. rrhete \Vat3 110 great urgency a,l)()nt the 
case, as they had fourteen years in which tr. bring 
in such a Bill as was spoken of. He thought, how
eYer, that long before fourt~en years there onght 
to be a genera,! Act dealing with such matter.<, 
but if only for the purpose of the present I\ ill 
there was certainly no great urgency a.bont it. 

The HoN. Sm T. MolL WRAITH said there 
was a grettt deal o£ urgency aLout it. In fnct, 
they would never haYe consented to tbe new 
clause unless they had understood that the Govern
ment intended to bring in a Bill that mmlcl 
rtpply to all grts companies. The hon. gentleman 
must see that it was a matter of urgency, Le
cause, if deferred for a few years, intere~tR 
might arise not contemplatecl at the present 
time. The bargain now was that the local 
authorities should have the power to pm
chase, '"'cl the conditions under which they 
should purchase, as proposed by himself, 
and assented to by the hon. ~-entleman in 
charge of the Bill, were similar to those in the 
Tramways Bill; but a promise Wc\S given by the 
Governrnent~it waR not perhaps a pnnnise, but 
the hon. Premier "'id that a general Bill mJ\llcl 
be Lrought in, applicable to all future gas com
panies, en1pO\Yering local nnthoritiet: to pnrclut.8e 
the works. If it were not understood that ench 
a Bill was to he brought in soon he would move 
for the recommittal of the Bill, and insert in it 
the conditions under which that special gm; com
pany's works might be purchased Ly the local 
authority. It was not a definite promise, lmt 

the hon. gentleman sai<l the bc.st plrm to <lll it 
was in that w:_Ly, and for hin1 to Nay there waR 
no urgency for their introducing a Bill of that 
sort between this and fourteen vearR henee wa~ 
absurd. He (Hon. Sir '1'. :\Icil1\Taith) "t1nted t<> 
urge upon the Go\·ern1nent their responsibility 
to bring in a Bill of thflt kind at once-not that 
session prolmbly, Lnt at all events their obliga
tion to hring it in as som1 as po"'ible. If they 
could do it this session all the better, hnt at all 
ev'ents it shonld l1e done next se,sion to prevent 
intereF;;ts growing np. 

The PRE:\UEH said he <lid not know what 
the hnn. member was driving at. He acknow
ieclged the irnportance of a geneml Bill, bnt he 
did not bind himself to bring it in this ses,;ion. 
The hol). member said "somL" He did not know 
what he meant by " soon." It wonld be bronght 
in aK soon a.K practicable. 

The Hox. Sm T. :YiciL\VRAITH said all 
he wanted was that the Premier shonlcl state 
that he would bring· in as soon as practicable a 
Bill of the kincl he himself ht'ld sketched out. 

::\Ir. MACFARLAKE saicl that he under
stood the Premier· to sav thttt the Bill W<mlcl be 
brought in in a short tilne, perhaps next r.:;ession. 

The Hox. Sm T. :MciL IVJtAITH : 'l'hat is 
what we want him to say. 

The PRKJIIEll said he was at a loss to 
understand '"·hat the hon. men1ber \vas driving 
at. Jle thought the hon. member wantecl tu 
plerlge them to bring in the Bill during the 
present ses::don. The ti-o\'ernrnent would do it 
as soon as practicable. 

Mr. l\IOHEHEAD: \Vill the hon. the 
Premier tell us exactly what he intends to do? 

The PREl'\IIEH. : We do not intend to intro
duce the Bill thit; session, 

:Jvir. ::\IOHEHEAD : \Vill the hon. gentleman 
tell us what he does inten<l to do? If he does 
not intend to introduce it this session, will he 
prnrni:Se to in trod nee it next se,,;sion? 

An HoxoGHABLE :VlEofBER : Qnesti<m ! 
:\Ir. l\IOREHEAD: Xo, ::\Ir. Fraser, there is 

no necessity to pnt the C[llP;tion yet. Before this 
Bill goes any fmther, the l'remier mn't tell ns 
smnething nwre definite. 

The PRK\UEU: I have said twice already 
that it would be done as soon as practicable ; 
and now the hem. member gets up and says the 
Bill will not go c.n till something more definite 
has bem1 said. It is perfectly impossible to tell 
\\Then it can be brought in, a:-J everybody is aware 
who knows anything about the business of the 
House. 

Clause put and passed. 
Clau,e 30-" Short title"-passed as printed. 
Mr. ::\IOHEHEAD: Will you l>e kind enough 

to renrl the clause just passed, J\Ir. Fraser '? 
The CHATRI\L-\.N read the clause as follows:
" rrhis Rill shall he stvled ancl may be cited as the 

Gym pie Gas Colllpany 1Liinitc11J l~ill of " 
l\Ir. ::\IOICEHEAD: "Bill of" what? 
Mr. XOHTON : The year before one ! 
Prea1nble agreed to. 
On the motion of Mr. Sl\IYTH, the Home 

resumer!, and the CHAlH,fAK reported the Bill 
to the House with amendments. 

The report was arlopted. 
On the motion of }fr. SJ\IYTH, the Speaker 

ldt the chair, and the House went into Coin
mittee for the ]mrpose r,f reconsidering the last 
clanse of the Bill. 

On the motion of Mr. SMYTH, the word 
"Act" was substituted for the word "Bill," in 
the 1st line. 
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1\Ir. S:\IYTH moved the omiSKion of the wmd 
"Bill" in the 2w1 line, with the Yicw of in
scrtillg the word ''_Act." 

Mr. :\IOlll•~HEAD said he had a suspicion 
now why the word'' Bill" waK used so often in 
the rneainue. Had it auv connection with the 
patronymic by which the hon. introducer was 
~<n<H':n by his frien:Js? If tlut w"s so, he supposed 
1t nnght be cons1dered as ":Yir. Bill Srnyth's 
Bill." It was all " Bill" in the clatme under con
sitleri~ti(~m, aud now the hon. 1nernber \vas going 
to elnmnate that word. If the hon. member 
"acted" more than he " billed., he wonld Le a 
better man than he was now. 

(~uc•>~tion pnt and passed. 
1\lr. SMY'rH moved that thefigmes "1884 '' 

be nclcled nt the end nf the cl;nt»e. 

Mr. :YIOIU~HEAD said he would ask the hon. 
member why he did not put in "1884" before. 
He must have had very grave doubt,; of the 
1nea.~ure 1ms~ing during thiR year, next year, o1· 
any year to come. lt would lmve been a much 
lletter ltmcnclment to leave the worchl a,; they 
~tood, or leave out the word "Company" and call 
1t "Gym pie Gas Bill." That would liave been a 
n;-~lCh wiser a1nendtnent, and the Gy1npie t+a:-l 
B1ll would then have been immortalised. It 
showetl that the hon. member httrl not much 
hope of carrying the Bill throug·h in 1884 when 
he left the figure,; Llank. If it had uot been for 
the assistancLe the hon. member had had hom the 
Opposition sicle of the Committee, and had been 
ass1stecl by the Premier--as all hon. m em hers on the 
other side were-who ltppearecl to be the general 
rnanmuverer for any 1nen1her, no 1natter even if 
he w~s a member of his own Ministry-he did 
not thmk the hon. member, who, if he was not to 
be called to order and made to apolo"ise he 
n~ight call the "Gas Bill" of Gympie':...w~uld 
have got Ins mea;;ure through. 

Qnestion put and passed. 
Mr. 8:\fYTH moved that the Chairman leave 

the chmr and report the Bill to the House with 
further amendments. 

Qneotion put and passed. 
The House resumer!, and the CHAilDIAN re

ported the Bill with further •amendments. The 
repnrt wac; adopted, and the third reading of the 
Bill made an Order of the Day for Tuesday 
next. · 

MAHYBOROUGH TO\Y:'-< HALL BILL
Co.:\fJ\IITTEE. 

On the mt;tion of ::Yir. BAILI~Y, the Speaker 
left the cha1r, and the House went into Com
mittee to consider this Bill. 

Preamble postponed. 
On clause 1, as follows :-
" rl'hc said municipal council of the municipality of 

1\faryborough may at any time after the passing of this Bill 
~ell the 'Yhole. or any por~ion or portions, of allottnent 
9 of se(~bon 85 aforesaid, together with the town hall 
thereon and the appurtenances thereto, or may rui~e. 
by way of mortgage or otherwise, f~ sum or sums of 
money _on the security of the said land, or any portion 
or IJOl't.lons thereof." 

Mr. BAILEY moved the omission of the 
word "Bill" in the 2nd line of the clause with 
a view of inserting the ·word " Act." ' 

Question-That the word proposed to be 
om1tted stand ptcrt of the clause- put. 

Mr. MOlUJHEAD asked who hC\d had the 
drafting of these Bills or Acts, or whatever thev 
w':re, which were bronght before the House"? 
M1stakes had been made in this and the pre
ceding measure. Had it been drafted at the 
~xp.e~se of the St::te, or at the expense of the 
mcl1ndual? Had 1t Leen a Government or a 
q1utB~ G;JVen;ment clraftsman, who had been 
puttmg m th1s word, or had it been clone at the 

expense of the :\Iaryborongh :\I unicipal Council? 
He wonlrllike to know that, fnr it was a question 
he had n right to a;-;k, and to hn,ve answered. 
It was quite eddent that the drafting of 
these n1easureR or assumed 1neasures had been in 
one hand. He would therefore like to know 
from the Premier, or any other member of the 
Governn1ent who could give the an::;wer, who h~vl 
the drafting of these measures? If the Govern· 
ment said they had nothing to do with them, 
then he would apply to the hon. member for 
Wide Bay. 

:Mr. BAILEY said, to the best of his belief, 
the solicitor to the corporation of Maryboroug-h 
drafted the Bill. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : Does the answer refer to 
the Uympie (las Company Bill as well'? 

Mr. BAIL~EY said he was not aware who 
drafted the Gympie Uas Company Bill. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said that both Bills were 
evidently drafted by the same hand, and he had 
a suspicion as to who was the owner of that 
"Roman hand." He was satisfierl with the answer ; 
but at the same time the thing looked sns· 
picions. 

Amendment agreed to; and clause, as amenclerl, 
passed. 

Clauses 2 and 3 passed as printed. 
On clause 4, as follows :-
"The proceeds of snch sale, or the amount borrowctl 

on such mortgage as aforesaid, 8llall, in the first place, 
be expcnrled in paying the rea-sonable expenses con~ 
nected with such sale or mortgage, nnd the balance 
shall be expended, so far as necessary, in the erection of 
town hall, ofliccs, and }Jreurises for the public accom
lllOLlation of the citizens of }Iaryborongh and of the 
said municipal conneil, on allotment. 2 of section !lOA, 
Town Hall Reserve aforesaid: Provided that the snrplns 
funds, if any, remaining after effecting the objects 
aforesaid shall go to and form part of the municipal 
funrls.'' 

Mr. BAILEY said that the Select Committee 
to whom the Bill was referred, considered that 
as the land was granted for town hall purposes 
the proceeds of the sale should not be applied to 
any other purpose. He therefore moved the 
omission of the proviso. 

The HoN. Sm T. ::YiciLWRAITH pointed out 
that the words "so far as necessary" were quite 
useless, and had better be omitted. 

Mr. BAILEY said he was quite willing to 
strike out the words. The committee were only 
anxious that the entire proceeds should be spent 
on the erection of a town hall. He moved that 
the words "so far as necessary "be omitted from 
the clause. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he should like to hear 
the view of the hon. member for Rockhampton of 
the case. 

Mr. FE.RGUSON said the hon. member in 
charge of the Bill had promised the Select Com
mittee that he would move the amendment of 
the clatise in the direction indicated, and he (Mr. 
Ii'erguson) approved of the amendment. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he was perfectly satis
fied. If the hon. member for vVicle Bay had given 
any explanation there would have been no trouble 
about the clause. 

Amendment put and passed. 
]\fr. BAILEY moved the om1ss10n of the 

worrls, "Provided that the surplus funds, if any, 
remaining after effecting the objects aforesaid, 
shall go to and form part of the municipal 
funds." 

Amendment put and passed ; and clause, as 
amended, passed. 

On clause 5, as follows :-
"The purchaser nnder the provisions of this Bill shaH 

not be bound to see to the application of, and shall not 
be liable for the misapplication or non-application or, 
any purchase money 1mid by them to the said council 
in respect of such sales." 
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l\fr. BAILEY mm·e<l that the word "pnr
ch::u-mr" be mnittc(l with the vie\v of in~ertiug the 
word "purchaser.-.:." 

l\Ir. l\IOREHEAD: Perhaps the hon. member 
will expbin the nece"'ity for the altemtion. 

:\Ir. BAILEY ,aid it was probable that the land 
n1ight be cut np and Hold to n1nre than one vur
chaRer. Besidel"'l, the alteration \VaH nece~sary 
frmn n, grmnmntical point of Yiew, to 1nake tl1e 
word htmnonise "·ith the wonls "paid by them," 
neat· the end of the cbHse. 

Mr. :iiO!lEHJ•:Al> 'mitl he thon~ht tile clmJ'e 
wa.R vm·y n1uch Letter a~ it sto1Hl, nnle-;8 they got 
some better reasoJh; thtm hacl been gi ,·en by the 
hon. n181nber. 

:\Ir. BAILEY said it 1ni:.;ht be better to put 
"~ny pnrchaser'' instead of" t.hB pnrchaser . . , 

Mr. NURTOi\: L; the land ;;old? 
l\Ir. BAILEY: Xo. 
l\h. CiRUU:\f asked if there was any neces.,ity 

for t'ie clause at all. \Vhat lmd the rmrclm,et· 
to do with the application of the money? The 
clau1-ic; see1ned to hiln to be 1uerc surplu~.J,ge. 

Mr. BAILEY: I pre,mue it was copied from 
the J:risbane Town Hall Bill. 

Mr. MOHEHEAD sai<l ·it was no doubt 
copie l from somewhere. He thought they had 
bettp t' adopt the sngget'tion of the hon. Inetnber 
fur T'.JOWClOlYiba, and strike it out. 

Th,, ATTORKl,Y-GKK'ERAL sn.id it was 
perfectly immaterial whether the word ")11!1'· 
chasl~r" waR in the singular or plural, hecanHe the 
Acts Shortening Act provided for that. He 
thou~·:ht it would Il<lt be adviRable to strike out the 
elan~~, becam.;e it eo\ ered pm;sihJe dangers that 
HmneLhnes arose in connection with trust e~tatetl. 
It was alw11ys usnal to pnt in such a clnnse. 

:\h. MOREHEAD sai<l he did not think that 
the Committee were going to he edueated by the 
Attmney-General. The h.m. gentleman had 
explained that under certain circumHtances in 
connection with it certain tl1ings ought to be 
done, but he had not suggested how the clauRe 
wa.s to be altered to meet the exigencies of the 
case. He appeared not to crtre to rectify it, but 
to cavil at the clause as it stood. 

The ATTORKEY-GEXEHAL sairl he had 
privately suggested to the hon. member for 
\Vide Bay that it woul<l meet the case if he put 
in the word " hitn "instead of "then1." The hon. 
member had not clone that, and now wanted to put 
in the word "purchasers." X o doubt the most 
perfect amendment woul<l be to use the words 
"any purchaser." 

The Ho"'. Sm T. MciLWHAITH said he 
agreed with the hon. member for Toowoomba. 
H they provided that the conncil should have 
the power to sell and make provision as to what 
they should do with the money, what respunsi
bilit;· had the seller in that respect? \Vhat was 
the tJse of putting in a clause of that kind ? 

Mr. :VIACF .\.RLANE sairl it would be as 
well to take out the 'clause altogether. It was 
rather a suspicious cla1me. The municipal 
council introduced the Bill, and then wanted to 
make it cler~r that nobody was responsible for 
misapplying the money ·they received. The 
clun:-~~ was qnite non::;ensica.J. 

2'1Ir. BAILI~Y said he understood it to be a 
lawyer's clause. He was fjllite prepared to move 
itH exci~ion. 

Amendment put ancl passed; and clause, as 
an1ended, negatived.. 

The remaining clauses of t,he Bill and the 
preamble were passed. 

The House resumed, and the CHAIR3fAN re
ported the Bill with amendments. The report 
wr~s adopted, and the third reading of the Bill 
made an Order of the Day for Tuesday next. 

SKYnTXG'S ROAD BILL-CO'M:MITTRE. 
On the motion of :VIr. BEATTIJ~, the Speaker 

left the chair, and the House resolved itself into 
a Committee of the ~Whole to consider the Bill. 

The various clauses were prtssed rts printed. 
On the motion that Schedule I stand Schedule 

1 of the Bill-
The Hox. Sm T. MciLWRAITH srtid he 

hoped the hon. gentleman in charge of the Bill 
lmd ~one carefully over the schedules to see that 
they were correct. 

:I';Ir. JJEATTIE s;1id he hetd gone carefully 
throtwh the schedules, and found that they were 
an ex~ct description of the lam!. 

Schedule put and pasc<ed. 
The remaining schedule and the preamble were 

rvrrer'd to without di.~Cllk:O:.ion. 
nThe House resumed, >tnd the CHATR>lAN re

ported the Bill without amendme!'t. The repo_rt 
was adopted, and the third rendmg of the B1ll 
made an Order of the Day for Tuesday next. 

ADJOURN :\lENT. 
The PREMIER : I ask permission to move 

tlmt this House do now adjourn until Tuesday 
nflxt. After the third readings we intend to 
proceerl with the Crown Lamls Bill; we will also 
proceed with it on ·Wednesday. 

The House adjourned at ten minutes to 10 
o'clock, until Tuesday next. 




