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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Wednesday, 17 Septemue1', 1884. 

Question.- Petition.- Formal Motions.- Queensland 
~pirils Dnties Act of 1880 Amendment BilL-Supply 
-re~umption of committee.-Local Authorities By
laws Bill-cmnmittee.-Adjoul'nment. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

QuESTION. 
Mr. ::VIEL.LOR asked the Minister for vVorks-
1. Have the Government received any definite pro

posals for the construction of a raihv,ty from ::.\Iary
borough to Pialba by private enterprise? 

2. If not, will the Goym·nmcnt favourably entertain 
any such yroposals when made? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W. 
Miles) replied-

The Government have received proposals on the 
subject. which are now under their consideration, and 
are favourably entertained; but the precise terms are 
not finally settlecl. 

PETITION. 
Mr. T. CAMPBELL presented a petition 

from certain residents of Cooktown in reference · 
to the employment of coloured labour in the 
colony of Queensland. 

Petition read and received. 

FORMAL MOTIONS. 
The following formal motions were agreed to:
By Mr. NOETON-
That there be laid upon the tttble of the House, all 

reports and correspondence in connection with the 
Apparent IJight at the entrance to Port Ourtis. 

By Mr. ISAMBER'Ji-
That an Address be -presented to the Governor, lJray

ing that His Exccllen~y will be pleased to cause to be 
laid upon the table of the Hou~e. copies of all corres .. 
pondence, reports, executive minutes, and all othm' 
papers having reference to, or connected with, the case 
of Leonidas Koledas and Thomas Fleeton. 

By the HoN. Sm T. MaiL WRAITH
That an Acldres-. be presented to the <fovernor, pray

ing that His Excellency will be plea,,.,ed to cause to be 
htid upon the table of this House,~ 

I. All corref'pondence in the pos~ession of the Govern
llJent bet,veen the Imperial, German, and Queensland 
Governments, and others, in reference to the claim 
made by :Jiessrs. Hernsheim and Company, and acknow
ledged by the Government, for injuries sustained by 
that firm from the burning of their stores in the 
Lachlan Isles by the cre\Y of the "Stanley" in April, 
1883. 

2. Also all documents and papers connected with the 
voyage of the "Stanley" when the burning above 
referred to occurred. 

3. Also all papers, not produced, connected with the 
tri~tl of ~fessrs. McllrurOo and Davies. 

QUEENSLAND SPIRITS DUTIES ACT 
OF 1880 AMENDMENT BILL. 

On the motion of the QOLONIAL TREA
SUREH (Hon. J. R. Dickson), it was affirmed 
in Committee of the ·whole that it was desirable 
to introduce a Bill to amend the Queensland 
Spirits Duties Act of 1880. 

The Bill was read a first time, and the second 
reading made an Order of the Day for to-mor
row. 

SUPPLY- RE:SUMPTIO:'f O:F COM
MITTEE. 

On the motion of the COLONIAL TREA
SURER, the Speaker left the chair, ·and the 
House went into Committee to further consider 
the Supply to be granted to Her Majesty. 

Question-That there be granted towards the 
service of the year 1884-5 a sum not exceeding 
£300 for the salary of an Aide-de-Camp to his 
Excellency the Governor-put. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLvVRAITH said: Mr. 
Fraser, -Before proceeding further with the 
business of the Committee, I desire to make a 
few remarks on the }'inancial Statement made 
last \V ednesday by the hon. the Colonial Trea
surer. It has been a matter of some labour to 
analyse that rather lengthy document, and the 
task has been made more difficult from two 
causes. In the first place the hon. gentleman 
has so framed his tables and made his balances 
to suit the possible exigencies of the time 
as to take away the clearness that we have 
hitherto had in the Financial Statement. For 
instance, the amount that was taken out of the 
Consolidated Revenue last year-in spite of all 
precedent, in spite of all rules of book-keeping
he puts back into the Consolidated Revenue, and 
further confuses it with the amount that would 
otherwise have been drained out of it had it been 
left to a separate account. Sometimes he makes 
it appear that the sum of £310,000 has actually 
been taken out of the Consolidated Revenue, and 
where it suits him he treats it as if it had been 
taken out of the Consolidated Revenue and 
treated as a surplus revenue fund. This is 
very confusing, not only to one not ac
customed to accounts but also to one not 
thoroughly well accustomed to Government 
accounts for years back. To such a one it 
must be very perplexing indeed, and I 
am quite •satisfied that hon. members will 
read that statement with consiclemble difficulty. 
Then, again, the hon. gentleman has further 
confused it by the immense number of calcula
tions he has gone into-sometimes in order to 
clear the statements he has made, but in most cases 
they are simply calculations that it would have 
been much better to have given us in a printed 
form. In addition to this the hon. gentleman 
in his lengthy Statement has gone into explaining 
the simplest possible transactions. For instance, 
we have an account given in one part of the 
Statement showing the debtor items on one side 
and the credit on the ot~r. Any man of ordinary 
intelligence could see ,l'hat that account means ; 
and to explain it, unless he had something to add 
to it, could not make it more clear. But the 
Colonial Treasu)'er has put into English almost 
all the figures he has made, and has made the 
Statement so lengthy that it is absolutely a 
trouble to fish out the corn from the chaff. 
\Vith regard to the £310,000 to which he ad
verted at first, if hon. members will turn to 
Table B thev will find that there he takes credit 
for a },alance at the end of June of £366,301. 
Now, although at a certain part of this Finan
cial Statement he hinted that that was 
really not the true balance to the Consoli
dated Revenue Fund, still the account goes 
forward that it is, and I think there is not 
the slightest justification for not having done so 
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except the object that he himself states-that it 
h; a good thing in the eyes of the people at home 
who may be likely to lend us money, that the 
credit balance should show as favourable a posi
tion as possible. But if that position· is not the 
true position it approaches somewhat near fraud 
-falsifying the books of the colony so as 
to put a better face on it. I left a credit 
balrmce of £311,594 13s. 4d. for the finan
cial year to be commenced with. Pm·lia
ment resolved to take £310,000 fr9m that 
and put it to a surplus revenue account; and it 
must be rPmembered that that is not the only 
transaction of that kin<l we have had in the 
colony. In 1874, the same thing was done; in 
1882, and again in 1883. And when these 
amounts were taken from the Consolidated 
Hevenue Fund, voted and appropriated, they 
were withdrawn from the Consolidated Revenue 
Account ; and separate accounts have up 
to the present always been presented yearly 
to Parliament among the financial tables. The 
same practice was adopted this time as was 
done before-namely, Parliament definitely 
withdrew that £310,000 from the Consoli
dated Revenue, voted it, appropriated it; and 
that would have left a balance to commence 
the year with of £1,5!!4 13s. 4d. That was the 
amount of the balance the year should have been 
commenced with. The · Treasurer, however, 
inRtead nf doing that, leaves the £310,000 in the 
Treasury to the credit of Consolidated Hevenue, 
and reduces it simply by the amount he 
has spent. Parliament has said one thing 
shall be done ; and the Treasurer, reversing 
all comn1on sense and reversing all pre
vious practice, has said another thing should 
be clone. Of course the Treasurer's object is tu 
swell that bDJance. That is as plain as possible; 
but he wants to swell it unduly. He has no 
more right to put back that amount taken from 
the Consolidated Revenue Fund than he has to 
put back into the Consolidated Revenue l<'uncl 
the balances voted out of Revenue in 1882. If 
hon. members turn to Table C they will find 
£130,794 to the credit of that fund; still, on the 
S';'me principle, and in fact to carry out that prin
Ciple, the Treasurer ought to have appropriated 
that amount and put it also into the Consolidated 
Revenue Fund. ]'{ ot only that, but if he wants 
to swell that fund, and to carry out his principle, 
I do not see any reason why he does J>ot--it does 
not go beyond his principle-adopt the ba.lances 
lying to the credit of some of the Loan Funds ; 
because no other reason can be given for appro
priating this amount than that the Treasnrer 
wanted unduly to swell his credit balance. His 
own words in justification of this are :-

"I am of opinion that it is undesirable and incon
venient to withdraw from revenne, until required for 
purposes of actual expenditure, whatever snrplns may 
accrue from time to time; and I do not think it to be 
just to our financial prosperity and progre~s to exhibit 
our revenue balance periodically in a. depleted condi
tion, when such impoverishment is not actually caused 
by expenditure. or actual revenue deficiency in f1i.lfilment 
of rrreasury estimates. l\:I~over, as we shall have to 
maim application to English capitalists for a consider
able addition to onr present loans, it is desirable that we 
should exhibit our revenue hniances in their true posi
tion from time to time for the informa,tion of the public 
creditor and investor." 
Now the hon. gentleman, I say, has clone an 
unwarrantable thing against the dictation of 
Parliament, which ordered that amount of 
money to be withdrawn. He has gone against 
the actual principle on which we have 
hitherto held that it is a proper thing to 
withdraw certain amounts from the Consolidated 
Revenue. The hon. gentleman says now that 
he does not consider it a proper thing to 
take moneys from the Consolidated Revenue, 
because it unduly diminishes the credit bal
ance. There is not the slightest doubt that 

the hrm. gentleman fears to he place<! in the 
unvleasant predicament, before long, of an 
argnment of that kind telling very considerably. 
That principle was adopted at a time when we 
had large credit halanc"'' and when it was con
sidered by Parliament a proper thing that those 
amounts that were left to the credit at the end 
of the year should be appropriated for the con
struction of works and other services which it was 
considered should, if possible, not be taken ont of 
Loan. It was on this acconnt that this £310,000 
was actuallytaken from th<> Consolidated Uevenue. 
The principle upon which we have acted has 
been that the Treasurer should as fully as 
possible provide for the expenses of the year by 
the revenue of that year, and not to let it de)Jend 
upon the surplus revenne of the year before ; 
and if he possibly could get the chance, to take 
away from the revenue accumulated for the year, 
and put it into a separate fund for the construc
tiOn of works which would otherwise have to 
come out of Loan, and which should not come 
out of Loan. It is upon that principle the 
Treasurer should act. Parliament did that; 
and what other reason could there be given for 
this £310,000 being taken from the Consolidated 
ltevenne? I left a balance of £311,000. Par
liament, in its wisdom, said, take £310,000 from 
that and put it to the t:lurplus Revenue Fund. The 
rrreasurer, however, thought that it would suit 
him a great deal better if he left it as Consoli
dated Revenue, and he left it there ever since 
against the dictation of Parliament, against all 
principle, and against all previous practice. If 
there were no other reason but that it confuses 
hon. members, that should be sufficient to induce 
the Treasurer to be more moderate in his desire to 
make a large credit ba.lance. A very different 
balance would have been shown had he commenced 
as he ought to h,we clone with a credit Lalance of 
£1,:)94, and charged to the year the whole of the 
expenditure which had occurred in that year. 
Then his credit balance to have started with this 
year would have been £134,373. That would 
have been very different from the balance which 
he now shows, and no doubt it would not 
have been so pleasant a statement to put 
before the financial men in London who 
possibly may look at these accounts. Now, 
in order to show in as rosy a way as pos
sible the )Josition of affairs at the present time, 
the hon. member has put the last three years' 
transactions in two or three different ways. 
But, before coming- to that, I shall direct the 
attention of the Committee to another very 
confusing amount which constantly complicates 
the Treasurer's calculations, and which lead' him 
often very considerably into error. If hon. 
members will turn to Table .T, they will see a 
foot-note to the figures for 1880-1, intimating 
that the revenue for that year includes a sum of 
£252,525 transferred from the Railway Reserves 
l<'und. ~ow this item may be treated in the 
Treasurer's books as revenue, and possibly in the 
way in which the books are kept it could not be 
clone otherwise ; bnt the h<m. gentleman knows 
perfectly well that it was not revenue for that 
year, and cannot be taken into calculation as 
revenue for that year. He used it for the pur
pose of showing that there was very little increase 
from 1880-1 to 1881-2; whereas, deducting that 
£252,525 which ought to Le declnctecl, he would 
have shown an enormous increase of revenue 
during that particular year. Again, h<m. mem
bers will see in the expenditure column for the year 
1882-3, a foot-note that the amount includes a sum 
of £245,040 transferred to Surplus Revenue Fund. 
In order to keep the Treasurer's books right, that 
would have to be shown as expenditure ; but it was 
not expended-it. was simrly tmnsferred bodily 
from the Consolidated Revenue Fund to the 
Surnlus Revenue Fund. In order to account for 
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it~ being out of the Consolidated Revenue l<'und 
it is here called expenditure. But when the 
Treasurer wants to compare the [l.ctual expendi
ture of that ye.'1r with the year following, so as to 
show the proper increase or decrease, it is as 
plain as possible that he must give credit for 
that £2<h1,040 [l,S really not having been part of 
the expenditure of the year. 'fhat sum was not 
actually expended, and, therefore, the tables the 
Treasurer makes out are falsified by it. Then 
comes the third misrepresentation. 'fhere is 
an amount of £76,878 paid into the Treasury for 
pr~-emptives, which the hon. gentleman has 
qualms of conscience about receiving. He took 
it out of the Treasury, but he leaves it to 'figure 
in the tables as actual revenue for 1883-4 ; so 
that, in the hon. gentleman's desire to make 
everything couleu1' de 1'ose, he has actually falsified 
his own tables. He says :-

"The financial year 1881-2 commenced with a credit 
balanr-e of £27.007 Lis Del., and terminated with a credit 
bnlauce of £2:1<5.410 6""., thus showing a snrplns of 
£218,402 lis. 3d.; the financial vear 1882-3 commenced 
with a credit lJalanee or £:370 6~s., and terminated 1vith 
a eredit balance of £:n l.5U .t V3s. iJ.rt. * * * * 'l'he 
finaneialyear 1853-'.t, as just shown, has closed '"ith an 
actual snrplns on the year's operations of £2DD,(ti7 10s. 
7d.; or, to place the position in another aspect, the 
tinancial year 1881-2 sho,ved an aetnal inerease of 
revenue over 1880-1 of £78.-126 12:o:. Od.; 1BH2-:3 oyer 
lHSl-2 of £281,764 Ss. lOd; •md 1H83-·1 over 1882-3 of 
£182,188 14s. G<l." 

That is, the Treasurer tries to show the financial 
position in two ways-first, by giving the surplus 
of 1882-3 over 1881-2, of 1883-4 over 1882-3, and 
Ro on, and then b~.,. showing the increase of 
revenue in each of those three years. Now, from 
the way in which he has ma.nipulated the State
ment, the figures he gives us differ from those 
in Table J, from which I have made up the 
amounts; and those again differ from the actual 
truth by a very considerable amount. \V e 
h•we, therefore, the 'l'reasurer's Statement, 
the statement to be deduced from his 
own figures in Table ,J, and the actual figures 
as made out by me. The surplus as per Table 
.T for 1881-2 is £218,402 ; according to the 
Financial Statement it is the same, and accord
ing to my statement it is also the same. In 
those two years we agree, and so we start fair. 
Then comes the disturbing element in 1882-3. 
As per Table J the surplus is £66,184 ; by the 
Financial Statement it is £311,224; and by the 
actual facts it is £311,224. For 1883-4, the 
surplus as per Table .T is £04, 70G, and as per 
Financial Statement, £20!J,Gii7 ; while the actual 
surplus-deducting the receipts for pre-emptives, 
which can in no way be considered as 
revenue-should be £132, 77fl. if ow when theMe 
figures are placed side by side they manifest a 
startling discrepancy between the three state
ments-the one statement according to what the 
hon. gentleman ought to have deduced from his 
<nvn figures as given in Table ~J, the next accord
ing to what he says in his J<'inancial Statement, 
and the next the actual figures as g·iven by me. 
The increase of revenue for these three years he 
compares in the same way, and this is how that 
stands: 1881-2, as per Table J, £218,402, and as 
per Financial Statement, £78,426. As for the 
actual amount-that is, allowing for the sllm I 
have juHt mentioned, which in no way can be 
considered as revenue, as it was simply trans
ferred from one account to another-the actual 
surplus for the year 1881-2 was £330,951. 
J<'or the year 1882-3, the increase as per Table J 
is £281,7uii, the increase according to the 
Financial Statement being .£281, 7G.5, and the 
actual amount being £281,705. In 1883-4, the 
increase according- to 'fable ,J was £182,499, 
according to the l<'inancial Statement £2i\H,377, 
and the actual amount was £1R2,49!l. The Trea
ourer in making up hio ~3tatement in thio way has 

tried to make the surplus revenue appear as much 
as possible, and has tried to make the incre[l.se in 
revenue as great as possible ; and in order to do 
so he has made to appear as revenue what 
was actually not revenue, but simply a transfer 
horn the Railway Reserves vote. He has taken 
into account the amount of the pre-emptives, as 
forming a portion of the Consolidated Revenue 
for the year, which it certainly was not. Those 
two errors are clearly manifested by the st[l.te
ment that I have made. Of course those are 
mistakes that the Treasurer ought not to have 
fallen into, and they are mistakes that I can 
scarcely belie Ye were made inadvertently by the 
hon. gentleman. In making such errors he has 
put a statement before the Committee which 
it is very difficult to understand. K ow I will 
follow the hon. gentleman somewhat in the 
course that his Financial Statement took. He 
says:-

" Tnrning to the expenditnrc for tlw financial year 
1883-4, the total amount repre~ents £i,511,6il, from 
which sum must be dednctecl the disbnrsements on 
account of the special appropriation of £310.000, amount
ing, as before shmvn. on the 30th June last, to £78,072. 
The actnal expenditnre, therefore, for the ~·ear stanrls at 
£2 . .:1-3:3.579-an increase of nearly 9 per p,ent.. on the ex
pcnclitnre of the !,receding year, whieh, hmvever, in
l'.lnde<l a surplus revenue appropriation to the extent of 
£245,0[().'' 

The TL"easurer has corrected that calculation 
since, I believe. Is that so? 

The COLONIAL TREAS'C'RER: Yes. 
The Hox. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: The hon. 

gentleman has made an error there to the extent 
of 4 per cent., because the increase for the year 
he now says 'vas 5 per cent., instead of 9 per 
cent. as put down. How the Treasurer could 
have made such an error as to say that the 
increase of expemlitnre was only D per cent. I 
am at a loss to know. He says that the increase 
in expenditure only amounted to \J per cent., and 
at the same time he goes on to explain-

" rrhc Colonial S~retary's Dep~rtmont represented 
an inerease; the Administration of .Justice expended 
£:33.520 for 1883-':t. as against £28.278 for 1882-3, showing 
an increase of 18·5 per cent.; while the Department of 
Pnhlic Instrnetion ab~orbecl £154,015-an in('rca.sc of 
£23,08:3, or at the rate of 18·4 per cent. on the preceding 
year. The inf'rease in this department was htrgcly 
created by bnildings, which increased from £19,0-iO in 
1882-3 to £'l6,J33 in 1883-4, or over 82 per cent." 
The only department in which there is a small· 
increase is the department of the Auditor
General, in which the cxpenditure·is increased 
by 3 per cent. With those figures before him, I 
am surprised that the hon. gentleman should 
have made sucla a mistake as to calculate the 
increase at 9 per cent. And then, when 
he finds he has made a mistake, he actually 
reduces the percentag-e to 5 per cent., in the 
face of such enormous increases as 20 per cent., 
25 percent., 10 per cent., 13 per cent., 21·0 per 
cent., and 31 per cent. Actually, with those 
figures before him, when he could so easily have 
arrived at an average, he reduces the increase 
of expenditure from 9 to 5 per cent. 'Why, sir, 
the thing is ridiculous, and I will show the hon. 
gentleman how he has arrived at that calculation. 
This is where the error that I refer to comes 
in. Turning- to Table J, we find that the 
expenditure for the year lSi-12-3 as given there 
is £2,317,674. l\iow, the calculation made by the 
Tre:>surer, in which he says that the expenditure 
for last year wa~ only increased by 5 per cent., to 
he of any value must be based on the actual 
expenrliture that was made during the year. 
Very well; he takes £2,317,G74 from the 
£2,.5ll,Gfi1, hut he forgot altogether that there 
is £24.1,000 of that amount c~.lled here expendi
ture that is not expenditure, that was transferred 
frorn that account to a surplnR revenne fnnd ; 
su t!mt the amount that has to lJe cakulatetl 
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is £2,317,674, less £24ii,OOO. That will give us , 
the fair expenditme for 1882-3; and, giving him 
credit for the £75,000 from the surplus revenue, 
the expenditure, instead of being increased by 
5 per cent., is actually increased to the extent 
of 17 per cent. I may as well give the actual 
figure,,. The expenditure for 1883-4 is, by 
Schedule B, £2,.~11,651; I deduct from that, 
according to the Treasurer, the part of the appro
priation of £310,000 which was actually spent 
-namely, £78,072-and that leaves a balance as 
actual expenditure for the year of £2,433,ii79. The 
expenditure for 1882-3 is £2,317,674, less the 
surplus revenue charged as expenditure, £245,040, 
leaving an actual expenditnre of £2,072,634. That 
leaves an increase on the year of 17 per cent., 
and of course it was the only increase the hon. 
gentleman ought to have considered for a 
moment in the tables he has put bef,lre us. 
Tile hon. gentleman explained at very consider
able length the actual receipts for 1883-4, and no 
doubt in a large number of items they are very 
satisfactory. The amount of increase in Customs 
-7! per cent.-and indeed under the general 
heading of ''Taxation," is very gratifying, but the 
decrease on the whole of the land revenue is not 
so very gratifying. I leave out of consideration 
altogether the sale of land, because it has 
affected last year's Budget to a very inconsiderable 
extent; but the cheering increase that we have 
in the rents of homestead and conditional selec
tions, and the amount for pastoral occupation, 
will, I am afraid, decrease in his future estimates. 
However, I will come to that when I speak 
about his Estimates for the year. The inc,rease 
during the whole <Jf last year on the actual receipts 
was n per cent., and the Treasurer expects to 
get this year an exactly similar increase-namely, n per cent.-although I make it a little less. I 
do not think there is much to remark upon in 
the very lengthy portion of the document he has 
devoted to the expenditure oflast year, and most 
of my remarks on th:1t head will come into con
sideration when I speak about his proposals for 
the present year, which I now take up. The 
first thing we notice in connection with his pro
posals for the present year is that he has based the 
amount of increase of revenue on that of last 
year-namely, 71 per cent. But there is one 
noticeable fact he has failed to see. He has 
failed to point out that the actual amount of 
increase of expenditure he has provided for is 
over 11 per cent. "\Vhile only foreseeing an 
increase of . revenue by n per cent., he has 
provided for an increase of expenditure by over 
11 per cent. The hon. gent,leman ought certainly 
to have given some explanation oi the fact that 
his expenditure was increasing in a greater 
ratio than his revenue. He bases his estimate 
of revenue as high as he can-and I believe it is 
a very high orie-and he makes the increase in 
his revenue 7& per cent. in the year, whereas the 
increase in his expenditure is over 11 per cent.; 
yet the Treasurer, in m:1king his Statement, 
never. noticed the fact. He told us the increased 
amount of revenue he anticipated, but he did 
not tell us that he had provided for a very much 
larger increase of expenditure. "\Vith all rlefer
ence to the hon. gentleman, I think his estimate 
of revenue is too sanguine. I am quite sure that 
if he looks back at his own tables, and sees the 
fluctuating state of the Customs during the 
last few years, he will scarcely find reason to an
ticipate that the Customs revenue will increase 
from £SGG,OOO last year to £920,000 this year. 
Let the hon. gentleman turn to Table Jlii, and 
look at the total amount received from Customs 
since Hl75-G, and I think that will be a sort of 
warning to him that increases cannot be calcu
lated on with unvarying regularity. The amount 
received in 1875-li from Cuotoms and Excise 
wa.s £522,000; in 1876-7, £563,000; in 1877-8, 

£60<1,000; in 1878-9, £547,000; in 1879-80, 
£520,000. Durinl' those five years the hon. 
gentleman occupied a similar position in the 
Administration, and yet at the end of that 
time the receipts from those sources were 
scarcely as high as they were in 1875-6. Then 
the Administration changed, and the revenue 
went on increasing. During 1881-2 it was 
£691,000; in the following year, £805,000; and 
la:;t year, £900,000. That is where we are now, 
but surely the hon. gentleman is not •o sanguine 
~ts to anticipate that that ratio of increase is going 
to continue under the new Administration. He 
ought to read the figures backwards, and esti- . 
mate the probable receipts at what they were 
when he was in office before. He ought not to 
take his ratio of increase from what we have done, 
but from what he did himself, and then he 
will find that his estimate is very considerably 
wrong. The next item in his Revenue Estimates 
is the land revenue, and this is a matter of 
speculation. At all events, he expects from that 
source this year only a trifle over that which 
was realised last :vear-namely, £635,000. In 
looking over this item there is one· thing that 
strikes us pretty plainly, and that is that the 
hon. gentleman will have to press his land sales in 
the auction-room pretty strongly before he realises 
that amount; and that is a source of which he 
cannot avail himself very long. But the most 
extraordinary thing in the document, perhaps, is 
the amount of increase he anticipates from mil
ways, and in those calculations I can see evidences 
of the peculiar abilities of the Minister for 'Works. 
On the Southern and 'Western J:bilway he 
expects an increase of 17 per cent. on last year's 
receipts; on the Ce.ntral Hail way an increase of 
28 per cent.; on the Northern Railway an in
crease of 23 per cent. ; on the JI/Iaryborough and 
Gympie Railway an increase of 21 per cent. ; 
and on the Bundaberg and Mount Perry Rail
way he expects, from some inscrutable reason, 
an increase of fi0·3 per cent. On the last
named railway he has actually stopped the 
only work which was likely to make it pay
the erection of sidings ; and yet he is sanguine 
enough to anticipate an incre>Lse of revenue 
from that line to the extent of 50"3 per cent. 
Now, anyone considering that would have 
expected that something more than general 
reasons would have been given why such an 
extraordinary amount of traffic i_s anticipated. I 
think the signs of the times show that the 
traffic on our railways is going to decline. The 
hon. member knows perfectly well what hap
pened before under exactly the same circum
stances. \Vhen we had a bad Government, and 
after a bad eh-ought, the increase of traffic on our 
railways stopped. That the Treasurer should 
anticipate not only the normal traffic in good 
times, but also an increase, seems almost ridi
culous, when you read the figures in con. 
nection with almost every railway in the 
colony. I look upon last year as an unprece
dentedly good year, and I shall be very much 
astonished if'anything approaching to the amount 
of increase anticipated by the hon. gentleman is 
realised. "\Vhatever may be the reasons for 
anticipating the vital increase in the hon. gentle
man's statements-because this item of £223,000 
is an item on which the hon. gentleman 
relies upon more than any other to make 
his account square at the end of the year
whatever reasons he may have had, I do not 
think they have any connection with the reasons 
that have induced hi~ colleague to make these 
extraordinary increases in the actual expenditure 
on almost every one of these lines. Those in
creases in the Estimates hon. members will see 
by turning to the Department of Public \Vorks 
and l\1ines, ''here there iH an arnonnt provided 
not at all called for by even the largely increaoed · 
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traffic anticipated by the Minister for \V orks. 
On the Southern and ·western Railway he 
anticipates an increase in traffic of 17 per cent., 
while he has provided for an increase-in expendi
ture of 23 per cent. On the Central Rail way 
he anticipates an increase in traffic of 28 per 
cent., while he has provided on the E,;timates 
for an increased expenditure of 3fj per cent. 
On the Northern Railway he anticipates an 
increase of revenue to the extent of 23 per 
cent., and he has provided for an increased 
expenditure to the amount of 43 per cent. 
On the Maryborough and Gympie line he 
anticipates an increase . of revenue to the 
extent of 21 per cent., and he provides for an 
increase in the expenditure to the "'mount of 26 
per cent. On the Bundaberg and Mount Perry 
line-the tables are turned here-he anticipates 
an increase in the revenue of G3 per cent., but he 
has only provided for an increased expenditure 
of 3() per cent. Ca.n there be anything more 
ridiculous than these figures ? Has the hon. 
gentleman really considered them? I believe 
they have been muddled from the Under Secre
tary to the Secretary for Works ; he has 
muddled them again to the Treasurer, and the 
Treasurer has gone and muddled them again. 

·But not only that. That does not represent the 
whole discrepancy between the revenue and the 
expenditure. After dismissing one of the beot 
men we ever had in the railway service, there is 
an increase in the general establishment, for 
which I can see no reason, of 12~ per cent. 
Besides the estimated expenditure on the rail
ways-an increase varying from 23 to 43 per 
cent.-there is an addition of 12t per cent. on 
the general establishment, including the Engi
neer-in-Chief. These are facts so startling that 
they ought to have been pnt clearly before 
us, instead of being put in a crude way-by 
simply referring to the increase in the number of 
mileR open for traffic. 'l'hat did not give us a tenth 
part of the increases. and the hon. gentleman will 
ha veto explain these discrepancies before theEeti
mates go through. I may as well say here, while 
I am on the snbject, that I have never ;;een 
Estim"tes put before the Honse which contained 
snch a large.number of increases in every direc
tion. In <'very department, from the Colonial 
Secretary's dowrnvards, an1ounts have been pro
vided for increases in salaries ; and the statement 
made by the Treasurer, that the0e "re to a large 
extent accounted for by nJlowttnce' which lmve 
hitherto been made to men being added to their 
sa.larie"l, is not a true way of t.tccounting for the1n, 
because after allowing for these amounts in 
almost everv case these men have received an 
addition to their salaries. These increases, too, 
are made by what oui'ht to be considered from 
the traditions of the old country an economical 
Government. \Vhy, sir, the Government is 
comp.1sed of members who have spent months 
in every session, when not on the Treasury 
benches, in nagging away at little increases put 
on the Estimates from time to time-just like 
little terrier dogs-trying to worry Ministers. 
Yet after that they come and pnt on increases all 
through the Estimates. It is a lucky thing for 
the Civil servants when a discriminating Ministry 
like this comes into power. 

J\Ir. MOREHEAD: Reducing their hours of 
work and increasing their pay. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciL\VRAITH: I will just 
notice some increases that I have i;een dnring the 
last five minutes. The magistracy in Brisbane 
is very much increased; so are other offices. At 
Blackall there is an increase; also at Charleville, 
Charters Towers, n.nd Clermont. 

The PREMIER : Those are in lieu of fees. 
The HoN. SIR T. McTL\VRAITH: The hem. 

gentleman will find that the fees will not accotmt 

for them. There are increases at Copperfiehl, 
Cnoktown, Cunnanmlla, Dalby, Gladstone, 
Goondiwindi, Gyn1pie, Herberton, I!ughenden, 
lYiackay, ::V[aryborongh, :!Yiaytown, and lYiount 
Britton; in fact, I coul<l go on and find in
cren,ses in >Llmost every item. I shall be glad if 
the hem. g·entlernan can sh•JW where there are 
actually no increases. I am not taking in
crea,es to any particular individuals. I should 
like the hon. member to throw some light on 
the way in which the Estirnates on the whole 
have been got up. I notice, for iw;tance, 
at \Vinton~>L place where, if the hon. gentle
man considered the difficulties of carriage and 
the ·cost of living, he would see that the 
amount of salary put down is by no means 
sufficient to keep any man in respectability 
even-the Police Magistrate at that place re
ceives £450 a year, the same as before. If there 
was an increase granted to any officer on account 
of efficiency of servic-f\ and also on account 
of the difficulty and cost of procuring both 
rations and house accon1n1oda,tion thn,t h; 
forced upon him by his position, the officer I 
refer to should have received attention; bnt hfl 
has not. Then, on the other hand, we have the 
Clerk of Petty Sessions at Toowoombn increased 
from £280 to £300. I slmll be glad to hear 
whether that increase is on account of the loss of 
fees in connection with his office. 

The PREMIER : Entirely on account of 
fees. 

The Hox. Sm T. l\IciLWRAITH: I will 
guarantee there is infonnation to be got about 
that. A,; if he would give np the who!@ of his 
fees for the difference ! 

'rhe PREYIIEH: The fees were taken ttway 
by Act of Parliament. 

The Ho:-r. Sm T. YiciL \VRAITH: Then he 
gets them in some other way. At all events, if he 
has given up all his fees, and only gets £75 a year 
more than he did, he is not the man I take him 
to be. I notice these t\1 o cases as examples 
of whctt has been done with friends and 
foes. I have said, sir, that I do not think 
the Colonial Treasurer will realise his re
venue; I believe myself he will very much 
exceed his expenditure. \V e know that all Colo
nial Governu1ents-all GovenunentR, as a rule 
-exceed their e,timated expenditure - and 
especially Liberal Governments. That is shown 
by the Supplementary Estimates. I will take, 
for insbnce, 1870; the Supplementary Estimates 
fnr the half of that year ending on June 30, nncler 
a Liberal Government, amounted to £5D,204; the 
next year they rose to £146,235 ; the following 
year, 187G-7, they went clo\\·n to £112,312; then 
they rose again to £162,476, and the last year the 
Liberal Government were in office they reached 
£163,22.1. To show the difference between that 
Government and one that actually tried to 
square 1natters, when our GovernnH~nt carne in 
in 1879-80, the Supplementary Estimates were 
reduced to £G7,80D; in 1881 they were £U0,4U7; 
in 1882, when we had to provide for a good deal 
of exp<c•nditure that was expected by Parliament, 
though not ttctually voted, they amounted to 
£113,000, and last year they were £83,870. So 
that not only does the Treasurer require to pro
vide for the ordinary increase that all Govern
ments must provide for, bnt on looking at past 
transactions, it is evident that he must provide a 
great deal more. I do not require to go at length 
into the changes the hon. gentleman proposes to 
n1ake as a n1eans of acquiring n1ore revenue. He 
proposes an alteration in our excise-to lower the 
clnty on colonial spirits to Ss., instead of 10s. as 
it has been heretofore. In other words, he 
inten<ls to put a protection duty of 28. a gallon 
on c<~lonial spirits manufactured. The hu11. 
;;entleman evidently conoiders it a matter of 
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importance, but he refers to it in this way. I 
\dll give his arguments. He says it is 
justified, because ever since the duty was 
put on in lSSO the manufacture of colonial 
spirits h>Ls declined. The revenue from that 
source has decreaRed, and he brings in tha.t to 
prove son1e dog1na in favour of protection, to 
which I will not refer now. Does the hon. 
gentle1nan not t:ee--it is as plain a,~ po.sRible
tbat instead of getti)1g the duty that would be 
paid if men were allowed tu manufacture as much 
spirit as they liked, we get the import duty of 10s. '? 
The revenue cmne~ in through Cw-:;tmnR instead 
of Excise. The hon. gentleman has used one of 
the strongest arguments he could again~-.,t him~ 
self. Does he not sec that instead of there being 
a decrease there is actually an increase of 
revenue? And the hon. gentleman forg-ets 
,,]together the reason why the duty on colonial 
manufacture and imported spirits were equalised. 
It was 8hnply because it was a trade \vhieh was 
demoralising· the people of the colony~that is to 
say, that \Ye were Slll)!Jlying bad grog to the 
people of the colony, and actually paying a bonus 
of 3s. 4d. per gallon to the men who supplied it. 
Does the hon. gentleman not know that in the 
distilleries on the Logan there were labels for 
every kind of spirit that is made~gin, whisky, 
bra.ndy, rum~ almo8t every brand of spirit
lLnd they were regularly brought up and sold 
in this city? In fact, it was a most iniquitous 
trade, and it was in ot'der to do away with that 
trade that the matter was brought before the 
House. The hon. gentleman snys tho.t it is a 
protective duty, and that it is the absence of 
this protective duty that has made the trade 
dwindle. But I will a:;k him to explain to me 
this one fact : How is it thrtt the colonial export 
trade has dwindled to such an extent as it has 
done ? The ) .. et was passed in 1880. In 1881 the 
export of colonial rum was, in value, £13.312. 
In 1882 it had come down to £G,8(>~. In 18k3 it 
had fallen to £2,2,32. So far from the export 
trade h&ving kept up, and the home trade 
decreasing, it is the Yery opposite. The export 
tmde has decreased a great deal more than the 
home trade. And what does that show? lt 
hows that, left to the freedom of their own will, 

the people outside the colony dislike coloninl 
rum just as much as the people inside of it. 'rhe 
export trade has decreased--

The COLONIAL TRKASURER: Because 
it has ceased to be manufactured. 

The HoN. SIR T. MciL\VILU'rH: J3nt, sir, 
we have still the export trade. \V e did not alter 
that in the slightest degree; there is no embargo 
upon the export trade. The hon. gentleman 
seems to reason in this wav : This trade will not 
pay unless it has a protective duty. He argues 
n the same way as the Americans, who charge 

a duty of 50 per cent. on their steam engines, 
the effect being- this : They say, " \V e will 
charge so n1uch against the A1neriean lJeople 
themselves for these stemn engines, "'nd when 
we compete with foreign manufacturers in Aus
tralia we shall be able to sell at actually a 
lower price than people can in Eng-land." But 
is that any reason why we should actually 
)Jay so much for our rum here to give a profit to 
the men who export it? I never heard a propo
sition more demoralising ever made to the 
Committee, all<! I will give the Bill th"'t has 
been introduced to-day my strongest opposition 
when it comes before the Honse. Lowering the 
excise duty is equivalent, in fact, to increasing 
the import duty; in fact it gives a preference in 
trade-a protection to the article that has a low 
excise duty. It i:; a protective duty, as he him
self says. The grog- trade, as you know, ::\lr. Clutir
man, espechtlly the colonial grog- trade, find it;; 
cubtomers mootly among the working people. 

But there is another class of customers to be dealt 
with in another way altog·ether by the hon. 
gentlmuan. He propm:;es to lower t.he duties on 
all wines, therebv taking away the protection 
that the wine-gro~vgrs are having here, in order 
to allow the better class of customers who do 
drink wine to obtain it so much cheaper. If the 
hon. gentlen1a,n iR going in for protection, why 
does he not do it thoroughly instead of in a 
sneaking way like this? I have always advocated, 
'ince I have been an inhabitant of the colony, that 
we should do all we possibly can to encourage our 
native industries. Of course, to encountge a certain 
trade you must get advantageo<. But what 
are the advantages to be got by encouraging 
tmdes like rum and whisky making here? 
They would employ very few men~and 
men who are not the best class we can 
iruagine-to coloni~c n phtce like Queensland. 
'l'he increase by the:;e men is small ; and 
what do we sacrifice for it? The people have to 
put their hands in their ]Jackets, ancl for every 
gallon of rum that is used they are asked by the 
Treasurer to pay 2s. out of their own pockets. 
'rhe Government passed an Act in 1880 er1ualbing 
the duty on spirits; and they studied the 
effect it had at that time upon the distilleries, 
aucl it wets a question with me and with the 
Hou::;e \vhether the n1en engaged in the uwnn
factnre <>f spirits were not entitled to some 
compensation, as possibly the duties might be 
altered so as to inflict a hardship on them by 
taking away their trade; and a great rleal that 
ought to have been said was not. There was 
not one distiller who was not of opinion 
that, if they cmne into competition, it 
would be better for the spirit trade of the 
·colony if the distilleries were clone away 
with. I clo not speak for all ; but my re
membrance in dealing with the matter is 
that the di•tillers were only afraid of the actual 
lose, and would rather be out of the trade. 
\Vhy should we propose to raise up an industry 
of this kind by what is an equivalent to a duty 
of cent. per cent. on the value of the article 
manufactured ? \V e are asked to pay a duty of 
cent. per cent. for the purpose of increasing the 
population of the colony by a few workmen. I 
never heard of such a prop'osition. 'l'lwn in the 
next paragraph he is very anxious to protect 
different industries; but what about the wine
growers? His idea is to take off the duty on wine, 
and to let us get g-ood wine from South Aus
tralia. The thing is preposterous. Let him either 
be a freetrader or a protectionist. If he wishes 
to do anything to encoura,ge a native industry in 
this colony he will have no one at his back to sup
port him. The table that the Treasurer has given 
here is always a difficult one to understand. I 
initiated it myself in order to snpply certain 
information to the Committee. That is Table 
H ; and a confusion has arisen by that £310,000 
sometimes being taken out of the revenue and 
sometimes being left in it. I will guarantee 
that there is not a single man, even with the 
help of the Treasurer's Statement, who has read 
Table H and understands it ; and if he turns to 
Table H of last year he will under,tand it a 
great deal less. Hon. members, in looking at 
Table H, will see that it is always brought for
ward in one way, by contrasting the posi~ 
tion on the 1st July of one year with 
the 1st ,r nly of the next yeitr. But that 
did not suit the Treasurer this year. In 
last year's :Financial Statement, Table H ended 
with a balance which was called "Assets in 
excess of liabilities, £117,807." The hon. gentle
man, who h»s never admitted the statement 
that the .£310,000 has come out of the Consoli
dtLtecl Re\'enue, actually commences this table
as we will see by the last line-" Liability 
in excer,,, of a•.oets, £1H2,l!J2 .. , If he had said a 



Supply. [17 SEI'TE;\I!lER.] 705 

word to explain that, he would haYe had to 
cxph,in that he got into a serious muddle, by not 
taking out of the Consolidated ltevenue that 
£:ilO,OOO; at one time treating it as if it were 
>tctually part of the Conwlidated Revenue, and 
at another, treating it as if it were part of 
the Surplus Revenue Fund. He had actually 
conunenced his account by showing '"hat was 
called an excess of liabilities of £117,000, and lia
bilities in excess of assets, £192,000. c\ny member 
nf the Committee must see that an acconnt of 
that sort must. reCjnire explanation; but if the 
hon. gcntlernan had given an explanation he 
would have exposed the falsity of his own 
acconnt. I have taken the account as it ought 
to be taken, to explain our present position ; 
and the hon. gentlenmn will see that one 
of the aims that he had in view~to show thnt 
our timmcial position wns better by £80,000 th'"l 
it wns last yenr~wns completely gone. The wny 
the account onght to stnnd is this :~Amount nf 
unexpended votes, £305,U30. Of course I tnke 
the hon. gentlemnn\; own tnbles. Votes la1med, 
£i)0,000. Thnt I take the same ns it was lnst 
year. Net linbility, therefore, £255,()30. Then 
deduct that from the balance of Consolidnted 
Revenue, £3GG,301. Then it leav~o a balance 
of £110,3/l. Thnt is the wny that the nccount 
has alwnys been macle out before. It leaves 
assets in excess of liabilitiP<, £100,000. Last 
yenr the nssets in exceos of liabilities were 
£117;807; so tlmt instend of there being £87,000 
to the good, us the hon. gentlernan says in 
his ::ltatement, we nre nctunlly £7,436 to the 
lntd. '::rhe hon. gentlernan drew attention to a large 
Immber of tables~to Table S~by simple words, 
without rea< ling the contents; but I think it;; ns 
due to hon. rneu1ber8 that smne conclusion 
should lmve been clrnwn from them. There lms 
been nn extmordinarv incrense in the shipping-·· 
outwanls nncl inwards~from the yenr 1H80 till 
now. The shipping inwards from the United 
J{ingtlon1 in 1880 was 37,000 tonR; in 1881 it 'vas 
lliG,OOO tons; in 1882 it was 2tJD,OOO tons; nnd in 
1883 it wns 428,000 tons. The shipping· out
war<ls to the L niteil Kingclom in 1880 wns 
11,000 tom ; in 1881, 123,000 tons ; in 1882, 
176,000 tom;; and in 1883, 196,000 tons. Xow 
thnt is gmtifyiug in itself, nnd it is still more 
gratifying to find thnt, while there has 
been such an increase in the shipping~ 
outwnrds and inwards~ to and from the 
lTnited l{ingdmu, \Ve have n,t the san1e tiine 
an enormously increased intercolonial trade. 
:_F'or the year 1880, our inward shipping frmn the 
..::\..u::;tru1::tsia,n colonies was 501,000 tons; in 1881 
it declined to 4!)1,000 tons; in 1882 it rose to 
507,000 tons, nnd in 1883 it rose to 82G,OOO tons. 
The shipping outwnrds to the other colonies, in 
1880, was 512,000 tons; in 18tll, 54!J,OOO ; in 
1882, 621,000 tons; and in 1883 it wns 808,000 
tons. I think the first conclusion to be dmwn 
from thnt is the wisdom of the lnst Government 
in providing the system by which the commerce 
of the country is cnrried on now, nnd the next 
conclusion is that the wonderful bounds thnt 
the country hns tnken iu thnt wny me not to be 
considered as proof tlmt we are to lm ve the 
same kind of leap every yenr. From thnt I dmw 
the conclm;ion thnt the hon. member, in fixing 
the amounts he expects from taxation so high, 
is reckoning without his host. I believe the 
increase for which he hns provided is a grent 
deal too much. I have reviewed nnd given my 
opinion on both the expenditure nnd the revenue; 
I have shown and given rea::-:;ons why I consider 
the revenue is estimated too high; I hnve giYen 
rensons ,,]so why the expenditure will, in nil 
probability, be Ycry considembly increased; and 
T have shown thaL it cmmot be seen o11 the 
J>tinl'\te~~J .-;r frmn the Tn:1 nrer' ~~ta,1,enhnt 1 
for \du,! Eea, Jn v.·e rut tu bt. pluuged into a lJ.q:;ely 
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increased expenditure in almm;t every depmt
ment of the Government ::lervice, nnd especinlly 
in the \Yorks Department. I hope we shall be 
more satisfied on th>1t point before the Colonial 
Trea'·Urer gets his Statement through. I do not 
think tlmt this is a time when we ought to 
have trusted to such " very .smnll balnnee in 
om favour as the balance of £4-!,000 put down 
by the hon. ;;·entleman. I cnn quite understand, 
however, the neces~ity for thnt bnlnnce. He 
was bouml to hi,; expenditure cnused by the 
extravagnnce of hi::; colleagues; and, as he could 
not pos,ibly incrense the revenue tt great denl, 
he tried to show it therefore in " small excess. 
Tlmt excess may have furnished~no doubt did 
fnmish~the 1·enson why, in spite of nil constitu
tional practice, he retnined in the Consolidnted 
HeYenue the £310,000 to which I ha Ye referred. 
Xo\\r, ~dr, a word with regard to the Loan 
Estimates of the hon. member, on which the 
hon. member certninly did not dilate to the 
snme extent he did in giving the detnils of 
expenditure nnd revenue for the last year. 
I think, however, thnt was the most impor
tant part of his subject ; nnd he ought to hnve 
gone into it " great deal more thnn simply say
ing the colony would be '1ble to go to the expendi
ture of a lonn of ten millions of money. \Vhen 
I consider the chm·actcr of the man, nnd the 
character of the pnrty from which this proposi
tion comes, it doe::; not excite any horror in 1ne ; 
it excites a, de,ire to lnugh. 'l'he party who have 
chnng·ed their tactics so completely on all matters 
connected with the cnrrying· out of the public 
works of the colony; who within the last seven 
years were nw~t violent. opponentH of borrowin~ 
money for the construction of rail wnys ; 
who chnnged ri~ht round and vvent in for 
the most w holesnle plundering of the estate 
of the people, by selling the land actunlly 
for the purpose of constructing those mil· 
wayt' ; who changed back again ttnd opposed 
me when I proposed " modemte loan of 
three millions of money ; who, being themselves 
hopeless of my being able to provide interest for 
that nmount, even considered they were justified 
in obstructing the Government nntil points of 
tlmt sort were settled ;~when this pnrty come 
forward without the slightest expbnntion~ 
merely buoyed up by the success of j;he loan of 
ln"t year~ and say, "\Ve will go in for 
£10,000,000''~it i,; excessiYely like the party. 
Thev wish to go one higher. If I hnd gone in 
for J~lO,OOO,OOO, they would sny, "£30,000,000 is 
not too much." 'rhe only reason they hnve 
given why we should with confidence expect 
that our bonowing power should not be stinted 
is the success of the bst loan. I wns in 
l~ngland cluring thnt time, am! I have mnde the 
money mnrket pretty much a study; but 
there has neYer been tt period in my lifetime 
when money could be got on more fnvourable 
terms by nny Government thnn then~and to a 
certnin extent at the present time, when the snme 
causes opemte. Even thnt dirty little colony of 
Kntnl~people hnve not alwnys the sense to con
sider the probnbility of their money being swnl
lowed up by some insolvent country~even that 
miserable colony borrowed a million of money 
nt the same time, to the astonishment of 
everybody. All tbe colonies got money nt 
that time. nnd the renson was this : :Money nt 
the time was very plentiful, because people who 
would otherwise put their money into business 
conhJ not do so profitn,bly just then, and had to 
pnt it tu some nse or other, temporarily; and the 
only course they had wns to put it into Govern
ruent securitic.~J. There was a run on Govern
nteut ~"Bcuritie:-; of every kind, cYen of the wor:st 
description~" ; hut thert.~ \VtLti n c<:Ln::;e which cou~ 
Lrilmte,[ ,. Lilli1l'Jl'f Lo the e.1 e with which ]q,w 
were lloated .tL tL,ct Lime, and now, and tlMi 
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was the proposition made by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer to reduce the interest paid 
on the National Debt from 3 per cent. to 
2~ per cent. That proposition. of course, 
had an effect on all other Government stock, 
because the difference between 2~ per cent. and 
4 per cent.-the "usual amount-was greater; it 
made the difference of interest greater of course. 
Some people having limited incomes were forced 
to sell out of one stock into another, which they 
might not consider so good, but which would yield 
a higher income; and in that way the prices 
even of bad Government stocks were increased. 
'When we put our last loan on the market we 
were in as prosperous a condition as we are now. 
It is quite possible that we may have a higher 
position in the English market now than we had 
then. At that time a loan of £2,500,000 was put 
on the market, only one-fo,rrth of which was ap
}Jlied for by the public; and had it not been for 
the arrangements made by the Government the 
result would have been a failure that would very 
likely have crippled the borrowing powers of the 
colony for many years to come. That was only 
about nineteen or twenty months ago. Depend 
upon it that no matter what temporary cause 
may increase the value of our debentures, ulti
mately, and before very long, investors will 
look at the security we have to offer. As 
long as we can give good security I have no 
doubt that we shall be able to borrow. I 
have never sn.icl in this colony that we should 
not borrow; I have always been in favour of 
borrowing as much money as the English public 
would give us; I have always, as a legislator 
and a public speaker, clone everything I could to 
induce the J<~nglish public to lend us money, and 
I believe it is a good thing for the colony to 
borrow. But that is a very different thing to 
the only trump card played by the Ministry
the prospect of borrowing £10,000,000 to keep 
them in power. They have harassed the 
squatting industry, and that will not produce 
very much during the next year; they will 
fall behind their expectations in regard 
to the land revenue, and it will rebound 
on the Customs. They have also harassed 
the sugar industry. The only industry of the 
colony which they have not touched is the 
gold-mining industry. To contemplate the ex
penditure of £10,000,000 in a short time-such, 
for instance, as the life of the present Ministry 
would be-is a little too much for this colony. 
It puts me in mind of a desperate effort made by 
the late Premier of Victoria to retain office. At 
the time I refer to, every one of the constituencies 
in that colony wanted a railway. The Premier 
thought that by gratifying the constituencies 
they would vote for him and keep him in office, 
and so he brought forward a Railway Bill to 
provide railways in every part of the colony. 
They argued about those railways for five 
or six months; and having gratified the public, 
the very next thing the people did was to 
turn the Government out, and it served 
them very well right too. ·when the Colo
nial Treasurer tells me that he is going in 
for a ten-million loan, and explains that we 
do not want it all now-of course I know that
I say the Government are going beyond their re
sponsibilities, if they intend to provide more than 
is required for the time the Ministry will be in 
office. If he means that we shall not want that 
money for six or seven years to come-if it is 
more than will be required for the probable life 
of his own Ministry, or the immediate wants of 
the colony-! say he will be exceeding his re
sponsibilities. Does he think to frighten the 
world with a ten-million loan, and fancy that they 
will live long enough to spend it? The thing is 
tt little too ridiculous. If that is his intention 
the colony will consider the re;;puusibility of 

having such a Treasurer and of having such a 
boss of a Colonial Secretary who sits alongside. 
The hon. gentleman is so unsteady and so 
unstable in his ideas-so unsteady as to the 
means by which he will raise revenue. He has 
changed his mind so rapidly on this matter that 
he can never really expect that the people will 
give him credit for this great change, and think 
that the prospects are g'Oing tu turn out as he 
forecasts. I do not believe he will get the 
revenue from the land that he expects ; he has 
not shown us anything to prove that he 
will. He has hurt two producing industries, 
thereby injuring the Customs. He has purposely 
interfered with his resources from the land, 
and lost a large amount of leaitimate land 
revenue that was helping the Treasury, and 
helping to populate the country, by inducing 
people to come and settle on the land. He has 
cut that away and left nQ bridge behind him, and 
now his only prospect is a large hazy increase 
from the pastoral tenants, who, I believe, will 
very likely be of such a class as to pay their rent 
or not, just as they choose. I would not be 
astonished if, with the prospects the Colonial 
Treasurer has laid before us, there should be 
a large deficit ; and he knows perfectly well 
that his expedient of Treasury bonds could 
only be the suggestion of a man who has lost his 
head. When we resort to such extraordinary 
means of filling up a deficit caused by the 
want of foresight of the Treasurer there will be 
still worse times for the colony than when we 
trust to bankers for an overdraft. I hope we 
shall never see the time in this colony when we 
shall have an overdraft from bankers, but I 
fancy we are drifting that way. The hon. 
gentleman has undertaken responsibilities he 
was not called upon to undertake, when he talks 
about a loan of £10,000,000. It is only because 
I went in for £3,000, 000 and his colleague after
wards capped that with a proposal for £5,000,000, 
and because our loan last year was so 
successful, that he now says, "\V e will go 
in for a very big loan and astonish the 
people." If he thinks that the people will 
vote for the Government and keep t],em in 
office, because they promise railways every
where, he never made a greater nlistake in his 
life. I think that is their object, but the people 
will not accept it. The hon. gentleman's 
common sense must tell him that to indicate at 
the present time that we have borrowed to >1 

greater extent than any similar community in 
the world, and that we mean to increase our 
liabilities to the extent of about 40 per cent. 
at a ;ump-must have the very opposite effect 
to that which he has evidently anticipated, 
namely, of getting· the loans floated in the English 
market. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon. J. R. 
Dickson) said: Mr. Fraser,-I was glad to hear 
the full manner, I may say, in which the hon. 
member for MulgraYe has addressed himself 
tu the criticism of the J<'inancial Statement. 
I think that on the whole, while in his posi
tion as leader of the Opposition he is bound to 
criticise the Government speeches delivered in 
regard to the finances of the colony, his re
marks have not tended in any way to weaken 
the position the Government have taken up 
in ad vacating at the present time a policy 
of progress, and deaJing with a much larger 
financial power than has hitherto been con
templated in the colony. Instead of being 
weakened, the advocacy of this position h>ts been 
fortified by the remarks made by the hon. gentle
man. I do not think he has shown that the colony 
has less vitality now than at c>ny previous time. 
The figures he has adduced have, to my mind. 
entirely gone againHt hinmelf, in vroviuh 'vhat 
I may term the irresistible progrer;s of the euluny, 
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which ha~ justified us in entering upon a 
very much huger scheme of public works than 
haH hitherto been attempted. It is only to be, 
expected that the hon. member, in addressing 
himself to the Financial Statement and the 
proposals of the Government, would find fault 
with those proposals ; but I do not think that 
anything he has sttiLl has wettkened the position 
I have taken up, or at all tended to slww that 
the Government lmve not fully >md wbely con
sidered all matter:; dealing with the present 
fina.nuia.l po::;ition uf the colony, Uefore a.nnoun
cing them in thi~ Committee. 'l'he hon. gentle
tuan connnenced his rerna.rks by deprecating the 
action taken by the Government in connection 
with surphm revenue. Last year I think I very 
fully and explicitly pointed ont my reasons for 
not withdrawing from the Consolidated Revenue 
that specittl surplus of £310,000. I fully informed 
the House last session of the intentions of the 
Government in that direction, ancl therefore I 
contend I do not lay myself open to the charge 
of having acted as the· hon. member stated, 
contrary to the dictation of the House. If the 
hon. member will turn to the Appropriation Act 
of htst year, he will find that there was special 
provision made for this £310,000 being retained 
ns part of the Consolida,ted Revenue of the 
country. I will refer to the Appropriation Act 
itself. The 2nd clause of the Appropriation Act 
which "''"s passed towards the end of the last 
session of Parliament stated:-

.. )iotwithstancling the provisions of the eighteenth 
section of the Audit Act of 1 Si 1<, the sum of three 
hundred nntl ten thousand pounds in the last preceding 
~ection mrutioned under the title of 'Surplus Revenue' 
slmllnot eea.se to be available at the expiration of three 
months after the said last day of June, one thousand 
eight hundred aml eighty-tom·, althongh no contract 
or engagement ~hall have been uwde or entered into 
before the said last day of June, by ·which the liability 
to issue or apply the same shall have been incurred; 
hut the said sum shall be lef!:aUy available for the 
service~ for which the same is hereby appropriated at 
auy time until the same shall have been expended." 

This clause in the Appropriation Act expressly 
implied that the £310,000 would be maintained 
in the Treasury books as Consolidated Hevenue, 
subject to parliamentary appropriation. At the 
time this feature was introduced into the Appro
priation Act - I may say an entirely new 
feature, this being the first time a clause of the 
kind was ever introducecl into an Appropriation 
Act here-it was mentioned to the House what 
action would . probably be taken with this 
special appropriation; and, the House having 
ratified it, I contend that the charge of having 
acted against the dictation of the House in no way 
lies "t my door. I may have acted against the ex
perience of former Treasurers, but I am not at all 
ashamed or afraid to accept the responsibility of my 
action. I maintRin thRt the course now >tclopted 
is a wise course. The money cannot be diverted 
to any other object than those mentioned in the 
SpecialAppropriationoflastyear, 1883-4; but that 
we should denude our revenue periodically, and 
commence each year with £200 or £300, when we 
have £300,000 lying unexpended, is to me a course 
of financing very much to be deprec11,ted. I 
consider I have taken a step in the right direc
tion ; and the responsibility of that step I assume 
entirely, because it was upon my advice that the 
Cabinet took this action. I say it is a course 
of action I feel proud to justify, 11,nd one which 
will be attenderl with many satisfactory r<>sults. 
l admit that at the outset of the system there 
may be apparent confusion in the accounts, but 
that confusion I have endeavoured as far as pos
sible to disperse from the minds of hem. members ; 
bemn~se, at the ontHet of ruy rernarks in 1uy -Finnn
chtl Statement, l pointed out clearly to hon. 
members thttt a cert<Lin propu1·tion uf <> lttrge 
balance Lu CuusuliclatcLl lle~enue uu Lhc: 30th 

June last belonged to Special Appropriation, 
and was retained at credit of the Consolidated 
llevenue, and, further, that the money would 
not be withdrawn until actually required for 
purposes of public expenditure. I believe 
it would have been wise for us to have 
adopted the same course in the pa,t. If hon. 
members look back three or foar ye>trs they will 
find 'rre>tsury statements showing the balance to 
commence the ye>tr's operation,; with of £400 or 
£500, while we had actually £245,000 lyin~; as a 
b:1lance in the Smplus Hevenue Account--

The Hox. Sm T. MaiL WRAITH: What io 
the use of a surplus revenue account? 

The COLO~IALTREASURER: I may stat-e 
that at one time £24-~,000 was withdrawn-thnt 
was, I think, in 1882; and averysmallamountwas 
left to the credit of the Consolidated He venue upon 
which to commence the year's operations. I say 
it is not our policy to show a low balance to 
the Consolidated Revenue Account. I know it 
suits the policy of the hon. members opposite, 
and notably the hon. member for JYiulgmve, not 
to show our Consolidated Revenue in a fiouri,;h
ing condition. 

The Hox. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: Why? 
The COLONIAL TREASURER : That is 

not our policy. However, the hon. gentleman's 
line of political conduct throughout has been 
consistent in this respect. He wants the people 
of this colony to believe in some other means of 
proceecling with public works than out of the 
finances of the colony. 

The Hox. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: Non
sense! 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: That is 
consistently the ground he hM taken up, but 
it is a policy which I deprecate. \Ve are not 
falsifying the'public accounts as the hon. member 
stated; but we want to show plainly and clearly 
what is our unexpended balance. 'I,V e want 
to sl).ow what is the amount of money which 
ac~rues from the operations of our yearly 
revenues and expenditure. 'I,V e want to show 
periodically the actual result of our annual 
balance in the Treasury, without depressing our 
condition unduly by withdrawing money and 
paying it to a fund outside the public revenue 
and of which the public m·editors have no know
ledge whatever. I contend that is the proper 
view to take of the matter, and I desire to 
retain as much as possible the credit of the 
colony. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciL WRAITH: Why did 
I not make a deficit if I had been wrong? I 
always made a surplus. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER : The hem. 
member has always adopted the best means to 
im]Jress the public creditors with a want of con
fidence in the elasticity of our resources. The 
hon. gentleman said just now that any man who 
ad vnmtted the i,;sue of Treasury bills must have 
lost his head. I want to know who last adopted 
that expedient? I want to know who, in issuing 
Treasury bills, did so on the pretext that certain 
moneys which had been expended ought to have 
gone into the Consolidated Hevenue, and issued 
Treasury bills which were subsequently covered 
by a loan issue? The hem. gentleman know' 

' very well the time to which I refer. I 
do not want to go back to any very remote 
period ; but the hon. gentleman has in vitecl 
my criticism, and has pointed out that tho 
man who issued Treasury bills would certainly 
be unfitted for the position of Colonial 
Treasurer. 'rhe hon. gentleman himself was 
the last gentlemnu in the Trea,;ury who carricll 
nut tlutt system, ;md eerta-inly umler lJJucl! 
le,;s justifinblc circmnst:>ncee; thttn those Lu 
which I alluded when I wa,:; spcv,kiug regarcli11o; 
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the fimmcial bearing of the Land Bill. I 
pointed out at that time that, if the revenue of 
the colony for the time was disturbed by the 
introduction of the new Land Bill, snch an 
expedient would,be more justifiable than at any 
previous period. It is a nece,sity which I 
admit I do not anticipate, hut I said that if it 
were rendered necessctry the issue of JJ'reasnry 
hills for such a temporary expedient would be 
much more justifiable, and certainly much less 
dishonourable to the Government of the colony, 
tlutn the manner "'nd the justification of the 
issue in the yem· 1881-2. 

The Ho~. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: There 
wa,s never a Treasury hill issued. 

The COLO;'{IAL TREASURER: We1mssed 
a Trmtsury Bills Act, and the hon. gentlema,n 
knows he had authority to issue them. The 
mere fact of not having paper printed, :tnd 
signed by the Governor, is only"' quibble. They 
were covered by the Loan Act. 

The Hox. Sm T. NioiLWRAITH: I h"'d a 
million of money at the time, "'nd never intended 
is~uing thern. It \Vas a mere rnatter of forrn. 

The COLONIAL TREASL;ltEl1: I do not 
know what the hon. gentleman means. If he 
never intended to issue them, why did he get 
the authority of the House to issue ~i'i2,000 
'freasnry bills in 1880? These bills were specially 
provided for in the enr-ming Loan ]1~stilnate, 
followed by a Loan Act in which, as expre,sed 
in the Loan Ji~stimate, proviHinn \vaH rnacle for 
the retirement of these Trea"u·y bills. \Vhether 
they were circulatecl or not is a matter of not 
the slightest moment. The hon. gentleman 
had the authority, and he knows \'ery well that 
if he did not issue them he was relieved hy a 
large acce~8inn of nnexpeC'ted re\·enuP, wl~ieh 
enabled him to tide over the period. Tlmt 
he wax preparecl to iNsne thrn1, a.n<l re
cei\'ed the "'utbority of l'arli:tment for tlmt 
Jnu·poRe, hA ca,nnot deny. The hnn. gentle
Inan, in the conn:e of hh.; re1na..rkx, referred 
to T"'ble .T, Tt is ditticult to follow the verbal 
uiention of a long nrray of fignreK. and l waH not 
able to catch the full purport of the hem. g-entle
lnan\.; re1narks. I think he cmnplained of [L 
discrepttncy between the results in the yem·s 
1881, 1882, "'nd 1883, as compared with the 
figures shown in my St,tement. \Vhen I see the 
hon. gentleman's figmes I shall go through them, 
"'nd take the opportunity on a fnture occ,.,sion of 
explaining to the Committee how the discrepancy 
ariKeH. I have no rea:-;on to think I au1 in en·or, 
but if I should be I shall "'dmit it ; or else 
I shall show the hon. gentleman where he has 
made a mistake. I admit that, in T"'ble .T, the 
figures showing- the- year's revenue and the year's 
expenditure are sensibly incre,.,sed by the amounts 
which have been transferred at various times 
fr,mt Railway Reserves, and the amounts which 
l11we been debited to Surplus Revenue. They 
are, I admit, unduly inflated; they show the actual 
revenue operation for the year, plus the tran«fers 
which have been m"'de to and from the respec
tive account;. But the hon. gentleman ought 
to have stated th"'t the year to which he 
first takes exception, 1881-2, was the year 
<)f his own administration, "'nd the form in 
which the figures "'ppear in this Statement is 
precisely the form in which it appem·ed in the 
Tre,.,sury Statement he submitted to the House. 
'fherefore, I woulcl point out that no change luts 
heen authorised hy 1ne \Vith a, view to Hngge:.;t to 
this Committee that the cit·cmn.,tances of the 
en]nny nre nwrn 1 H'oRperom.; HOW thn.n hort~tofore. 
The ht>ll. gentleman h:ts .instly voiHted out th:tt 
the ."11111 of .£2,023/WH, giYen a,,..; the revenne for 
11"~0-1, e1nhrnces a :-:tnn of t~;i2 1 ;i~il tl·ant:ferred 
frl)lll tlw Hn,ihvay l{e:-:;erYes Fmul, n.nd tlm~:-; not 
rcpreocnL Lhc actual opcmiiuw; fur Lhe year; IJui 1 

I answer that that is the form in which it was 
framed in his 0\1'11 Tre:tsnry bbles when he 
made his Financial St:tternent in 1H8l. 

The Hox. Sm '1'. MciLWRAITH: Yes; but 
that is not the point. ·what I blamed the hem. 
gentleman for was using it as revenue for that 
year when he knew it was not revenue. The 
hon. gentlen1an was showing the difference in 
the revenue of two year., and included in the 
revenue of one of the1n a.n arnount tranRferred 
from the R:tilway Heserves. The hon. gentle
rnan, knowing that was not revenue, Hhould 
lmve deducted it, and not taken that table. 

The COLOXIAL TREASFRER: The pre
sent t"'ble is simply a copy of the tables 
which were framed up to that time by the hon. 
member himself. The total for the ye"'r under 
considemtion was the tota,l furnished by the 
hem. member. He, in his t"'bles, clid not mttke 
"'ny explanation. 

The Hox. Sw T. l\IoiLWRAITH: Yes; I 
made "' foot-note. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: The "'"'me 
foot-note is here; but we h"'ve t"'ken the totttls 
of the years j nst as shown. The whole error 
arose in this way : The hon. g·eutleman ought 
never to lwve transferred th"'t surplus revenue 
frmn Hailwa,y lleserves, a.nd then there wouhl 

·Jmve been no misconception. Had he kent a 
se]mrate account and treated it as trust funds 
are treated, there would have been no justi
fic,.,tion for error, I nm free to admit that to 
strictly go into the operations of the year would 
lead us into much cleeper consiclemtions th:tn I 
have presented in my l•'inanci"'l Statement, 
because it deals with expenditure for the 
pa.st yeat which really is largely formed 
hy n. bnbnce ,,f expenditure brought 0\'er 
frmn the preceding year, and this excercises 
"' cousideral.J!e disturbing influence on the actual 
expenditure for the year. 1 trnst thn.t in "' 
little time we shall ha\'e a form of :tcconnt 
which will show clearly the expenditure that h"'" 
"'ctnally occmTe<l within the year; aml I think 
also thttt the form in which 1 mn ende,.,vonriug 
to frame the "'cconnts, hy keeping the special 
nppropriation within the Consolidated Itevenue, 
will enable hon. member' to see more clearly thmt 
heretofore the actual expenditure of the year. 
The hon. gentlemrm, in dealing with my esti
mate of \Y ays and l\Ieans, referred to Tahle JYI
the Cu;toms revenue-and pointed out the :;mall 
amount of revenue which h"'d accrued from 
CustUJu; iu 1813-G. He pointed out that iu that 
ye"'r we received £404,000 from Customs; 1870-7, 
£533,394; 1877-8, £571,731; 1H78-!), £i'il1,131; [l,!Kt 

scl on ; and he drew attention to the sma,ll in
creases which occnrred in those years of depres
sion. HaLl the hon. gentleman said nothing 
more than merely pointing out the depression 
which unfortunately w"'s felt in those years of 
drought, I should not httve referred to it, but it 
certainly does "'muse me to hear the hon. gentle
man spe,;k in the way he has done ; mid I think 
he exceeds his duty when he blames the Gov
ernment, and says that all that depression in 
1877, 1878, and 187U was due to the miser
able Government at the head of affairs. 
The hon. gentleman stopped there in his 
rem:trks, but he should have proceeded, 
and viewed what took pla.ce the next year. 
Eighteen months after he entered office he 
had a smaller revenue than ever occurred before. 
He only received tt revenue of £4R3,000 as 
[tgniust tr-i71,000 --1 rnn now ~peaking of Ctu~tmnH 
rAVAnnn-received two yea,n; 1n·evions1y nnclt_~r 
the rnikeral,]e Uovennnent which he Ro n1nch 
abw.;e~. I think the hnn. gentlernan i~ unfair, 
and it b unmn·thy of him to make :mch a claptmp 
a.r~mnent. There i:-; nn donht there wa~ a. g-reat 
wave uf clcpre"~iun ove\' Lhe c;uluuy aL that ihuc1 
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and it took some time to recover from it. It 
<lid recover; but what I have said before, and I 
repeat now, is this : that the late Government 
dirl not fully recognise the elasticity of the 
colony to recover itself. \Ve all certainly 
felt that times wer·e bad, but m,u,y of us had 
much greater faith in the prosperity and 
energy of the colony than the hon. gentle. 
man who is now the head of the Opposition. 
\V e know the exj•edients to which he resorted to 
fill up revenue ; and showed that he was under 
the influence of a severe panic as to the con
dition of the colony, and had no faith 'vhat
ever in its capability to rise out of the great gulf 
of tlepr·ession into which, unfortunately, it had 
descende<l. And what wae true of the hon. 
member then is equally true of him now, if we 
are to jlHlge by the speech he h>>S delivered 
this >tfternoon. Does he not still endeavour to 
intimidate us as to the future progress of the 
colony? The hon. gentlenra.n intimated to us 
HOlne tin1e ago that we were on the brink of a 
volcano. Time after time he has reminded us of 
the smne fact-that we shall be landed in a verv 
:-:eriouK depreKHion, and with a very :<;erious deficit, 
in a short time. 

:\fr. NORTO::\' : So you will ! 

'l'he COLONIAL TREASURER: Well, I 
do not think we will. l do n<>t think the circnm
stanees of the colony are at all similar now to 
whrtt they were :-50!118 yea.rs ago, aud I have every 
f>tith and confidence in the elasticity of the 
colony. I am snre of this : that the estimate 
has been prepared and framed very carefully ; so 
carefully, in fact, that I admit it lays me open 
to the charge of having guarded my estimate of 
revenue so much that the estimate of expenditure 
has exceeded, in several services, the ratio of 
increase. The average mte of increase does at 
times appear to be largely exceeded by the re
quirements of the service for expenclitu;·e. That 
was done from a de.,ire to guard myself ngainst 
putting before the Committee an estimate which 
would not likely he realised. I do not think that 
anything that has been alleged by the h<m. gentle
man in any way weakens n1y confidence in the 
fulfilment of the estimate which has been laid 
before the Comruittee; in fact, I shall be exceed
ingly surprised if a very much larger increase is 
not shown, especially in that branch of revenue 
with which I am most conversant-the Customs. 
I guarded the estimate particularly, and I he
lieve it will be exceeded to a very-considerable 
extent in that direction ; and so it will he, I ven
ture to hope, with all the other services of 
the colony. I do not share in the apprehensions 
of the hon. n1en1her concerning our raihvays for 
if I believed in onr rail wa\•s ceasing to' be 
productive in proportion as they are extruded 
I should consider it my duty to advocate 
that their construction be stopped. \V e ha1·e 
to expect--and our expectations will be fully 
realised-that our railways will pay, and will pay 
more largely as they advance and spread over 
the country. The hon. gentleman takes np his 
line of argument because he is in opposition, but 
if he were on t!•is side and advocated a bGld policy 
such as ours 1s he would say that he believed 
our best in vestment wonld be found in the ex
tensi~m of our rail ways. I should be very sorry 
to thmk that the large extent of mileage which 
has been opened during the past year will not 
r>.roduce ~hat increase which is fixe,fto the respec. 
t1 ve tiervwes. 

Mr. NORTON: It will not. 

The COLO::\'IAL TREASURER: The hem. 
gentleman aho referred to 1'able H, claiming 
credit for having been its originator. However, I 
must claim credit for having introduced that table 
in 1877, and I tttke the credit of having fnmm-

lated it. I think it is a very useful table, and I 
trust its usefulness will not be at all weakened 
by the form in which it appears now. 

The Hox. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: No one 
understands it. 

The COLONL\L THEASUREll: I am sure 
the hon. member has not tried to under
stand it. It is a table in which he takes great 
interest, and "ith his ttptitude for figures he 
ought to understnnd it well; but it is it table 
which can be plitced in such " position as to lea< I 
to a greitt deal of mhconception. \V e know that 
figures can he so marshalled that they may be 
made to support any argument. However, I 
would rder hon. members to this Table I-I, be
cause the more it is investigated the better it 
will be understood. In the form in which it 
is placed before hon. members it shows the 
results of last year with the expected results of 
the year ended 30th June last. I say expecte<l, 
because until the 30th September arrives we do 
not. know the exact amount of the votes that will 
lapse. We say£GO,OOO, but it may be £70,000, 
or even nwre; but, considering the large :tnHmnt 
that has lapsed in former ymtrs, I think £()0,000 
is a fair estimate. Hon. mewbers will seo 
that the mnount of unexpended v .. tes of Jn·e
vioLH< years amounterl to £2H,Oil!l at the mH l 
of the financial year 1882-:i. The amount 
allowed to lapse 'was £ii0,000, reducing tho 
unexpended services of last year to £1 0:!,000. 
There was also the halitnce at credit of the 
Consolidated Revenue, on the lst July, lRS:l, 
£311,594. , It will be seen in this table that we 
charge the Special Appropriation of £310,000, 
and give credit for the balance of the Consoli
dated Revenue Account. But it will simplify 
the position by saying that this £193,000 of un
expended services was reduced by the difference 
between the amount of Special Appropriation, 
£310,000, aml the bitlance to credit of Con
solidated llevenue, namely, £31l,i\94, being £1,5!14 
-leaving a littbility in excess of assets of £192,000. 
\V e sta,rt this year with unexpended votes 
amounting to £537,000, hut hon. members will 
see that those include the balances of the 
Special Appropriation, which requires to be 
deducted so as to show what amount of that 
£310,000 remains unexpended. \Ye commence 
with £537,8.18, and we estimate to lapse £GO,OOO, 
leaving a balance of unexpended appropriation 
for service,; nf last year amounting to £477,8ii8. 
:From this sum we further deduct £231,927, 
being the amount of unexpended Special Appro
priation votes of 1883-4, which reduces our 
rev en ne liability on unexpended votes to £24ii, 931. 
The balance at credit of Comolidated Hevenue 
on 30th June, 1884, was £366,301, of which sum 
£231, \l27 was, as before stated, belom;ing to 
Special Appropriation, to provide for serdces 
anthorised but not paid for- thereby reducing 
the balance of actnal revenue to £134,374; which 
sum, if credited to the undischarged revenue 
liability of previous years-amounting, as before 
sta,ted, to £24ii,931-will reduce that amount to 
£111,557, so thitt nnr liabilitie1dn excess of a•sets are 
£111,000, or £81,000 less than last year. To pnt 
it in a simpler manner, the unexpended vote' of 
revenue proper amount to £30.'),000, itnd we 
deduct from that £GO,OOO on account of lapsed 
votes, and also the amount of £78,000 expended 
out of surplus revenue appropriation, and there is 
left to credit of ConROlidated Hevenne £231,000, 
making our liabilities in excess of our i>Ssets 
£111 ,.'\56. I am sony to have had to occupy the 
time of the Committee by referring to those tables 
and statistics, because they are not pm·ticu
larly intelligible, except to those who take an 
interest in figures. What I wish to point 
out is that, transpose the figmes how we 
may, the fact that our position has improved 
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is maintained and affirmed by Table H. I oh
serve that the hon. member for NiulgTave doeH 
not approve of the intended reduction of excise 
duty ; hut the discussion on that matter will be 
better held over until we deal with the second 
reading of the Bill which has been introduced 
this afternoon. In passing, however, I may say 
that the decrease in production is not so much 
owing to want of appreciation outside the colony 
of colonial rum, as to the fact that distillers here 
will not manfacture for export. They will chiefly 
manufacture for local consumption. Of course 
when they have fully supplied local consumption 
t~ey will have to look for an export market nut
side the colony; but they want an immediate 
return for their commodity, and it is in that 
view alone that this encouragement is sought 
to be given to them. The foreign article eau 
now be introduced here at the same price, 
ancl from the fact of its having been sent from 
the other side of the world it has attained an 
age and fineness which recommends it to consumers 
in preference to rum manufactured here, which 
is often too new at the time it is endeavoured to be 
put into consumption. The advantages are at pre
sent alt<igether in favour of the imported article, 
a:1d. \Ve 1nay very legitimately encourage local 
d1st1llers or manufacturers. They will employ 
a much larger staff of operati\·es 'than the hon. 
member for Nlulgrave has referred to ; and l am 
of opinion that the justifiable encouragement 
they will receive under that Bill-especially as 
they enjoyed the same privilege before-will not 
only encourage the industry, but will tend to the 
increase of the revenue. The hon. gentleman's 
argument is no doubt true that, if there is an in
creased consumption of colonial spirit, there will he 
a smaller consumption of the imported article ; and 
at first blush it would appear that, if we encou
ragethe consumption of colonial rum-which only 
pa~s Ss. per gallon duty, as against imported rum, 
whwh pays 10s. per gallon-there will be a loss of 
rev8nue. Against that we may put the encou
ragement that will be given to a lar~e number of 
manufac.turers in the colony, and th';, fact that a 
commod1ty of considerable value-molasses
which, at present, is utterly wasted, and cannot 
even be carted away from many sugar planta
tions, will he utilised. Money will thus he 
saved to the colony, and the sugar industry
though I do not put it prominently in that 
!ight-;-will receive ';Ln advantage, however small, 
m hemg able to d1spose of some of its surplus 
products. However, I will postpone what I 
have to say on this subject until the second 
reading of the Bill, and I only mention 
it here because it has been referred to by 
the hon. member for Mulgrave. Distillers 
will be able to manufacture more through 
having a local market than from the mere 
fact of their having an export trade open to 
them, which, I think, they will not find highly 
remunerative in competition with rum from 
other parts of the world. 

Mr. NORTON: What will happen to those 
who drink it Y 

The COLONTAL TREASURER: I depre
cn.te the statement that the liquor will be 
inferior. I believe that Queensland can produce 
as good spirits as any imported, if it is only aged 
en<mgh. Rum can be produced in Queensland 
us good as the best \V est Indian if it be 
ullow.od to at~ain the required age;' and it is 
certmnly de,lrahle tlmt it should attain 
tlmt age before it gets into cPnsumption. 
It is not my intention to take np the time of the 
Cmnn1_i ttee nnneceRRarily hy any n~nJm.J;;s I 
mak.e m reply to the hon. member fur M nlgTa\·e. 
I. thmk I have answ~red the whole of his ohjeo
twns except those w1th respect to the balance on 
the operations of the years 18R1, 18H2, and 1883, 

which I am not prepared to discuss until I see 
them in print. The hon. gentleman, in referring 
to the Railway Department, accused me, in 
expecting 21 per cent. as the estimate of receipts, 
of not taking into consideration the fact that the 
expenditure for the year was at the rate of 28 
per cent. ; and endeavoured to show that thruugh 
carelessness I had not made adequate provision 
for the year. But the apparent discrepancy 
may be easily explained. \V e know that year by 
year a large amount of roadway is opened, 
which mnst necessarilv raise the revenue, but 
must. first increase e'<pei1Ciiture considerably. At 
the present time hon. members will bear in 
mind there are about 280 miles of roadway in 
course of construction, which will be opened at 
different periods during the ensuing year. 
The maintenance and proper management of 
those lines will have to be provided for at the 
present time, while the revenue is of course un
certain, and will doubtless continue to be so 
until determined by the dates on which such 
portions of roadway are opened. Therefore, we 
must have in connection with our railwap, as 
long as we are extending them as we are doing at 
present, c<mstantly to provide a larger amount of 
actual total expenditure than we can reasonably 
hope to see covere<l by the receipts of the finan
cial yeur. Ami it must be further borne in mind 
that we are gradually charging the Consoliclute<l 
Revenue with the maintenance of lines for u 
certain period after they are open for traffie, 
which expenses were previously provided nut of 
loan. Those expenses --maintenance for six 
months-have become a churge upon the gene
m! revenue; und all these things tend to swell 
the certain estimate of expenditure, while 
the problematical receipts, us I have pointed 
out, depend upon the time at which the different 
sections of the line are opened for traffic. 
Therefore, hon. members must not be discon
certed by the fact that the apparent estimate of 
expenditure on our rail ways for this year, so far as 
I have gauged it, is larger in proportion than 
the revenue expected. In framing that estimate, 
I have been guided largely by the condition of 
the various branches of industry in the colony
by the condition of pastoral and other settle
ment-and I have had to be guarded so that the 
estimates I submit are such as are capable 
of fulfihnent. I think we have every encourage
ment from the tables submitted by the Treasury 
on this occasion, which show that, notwithstand
ing the ctnnllal increase of expenditure in connec
tion with our railways, the receipts have increased 
beyond expectation, whilst the percentage of 
working expenses is gradually being reduced. 
I would again direct the attention of hon. gentle
men to T,,ble Q in regard to this matter. It 
will there be seen that in 1879-80 the percent
age of working expense~ to receipts on the 
Southern and Western line was (i9'53; while for 
1883-4the percentage is 54 '58. On the Central line 
in 1879-80 the percentage was 59 ·35, and it is 
this year reduced to 43 '78. On the Mary borough 
line there is a small increase, and for that there 
arc satisfactory reasons given by the department. 
It appears that last year there was a consider
able amount of ballasting- to be clone which 
had to be left over from the previous year 
through want of engine power, and conse<Juently 
the expenses in connection with maintenanee 
last year appear proportionately high ; the 
percentage of working expenses to receipts 
having increased from 65 ·95 to 73 ·24. That 
is the only exception in which there is an 
increase ; all the rest show a decrease. In fact, 
all our mihY~ys ~ppear t.n he in a most sound 
and healthy condition. and corrolHnate "Lat T 
have repeatedly kaicl-thrtt our r:tilwap; um 
undoubtedly becoming a most valna!Jle in vest
ment, that with increase of years will add very 
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considerably indeed to our annual revenue. I 
think, sir, there is ample information given in 
the Statement to justify us in the loan proposals 
we have submitted to Parliament, which will 
be definitely formulated in a few days, when hon. 
members will be able to consider them fully. 
:Meanwhile, however, I am glad to see that, 
although the hon. member for Mulgrave depre
cates to a certain extent the large loan policy we 
have enunciated, if conducted b~· us, he does not 
disapprove, in the interests of the colony, of 
such an increase of loan indebtedness. I think 
his objections have been chiefly directed 
to the Government who have enunciated 
this loan proposal, and not to the amount 
of the loan which we have formulated, But, 
sir, I think that the Government will 
prove themselves worthy and able, so long 
as they remain in office, to carry through this 
loan in a manner which will be beneficial to the 
true interests of the colony. When I reflect 
upon what the hon. gentleman has said this 
evening, and compare his remarks with those 
of hon. gentlemen who sit beside him, I am 
constrained to think that they continuously 
exhibit a great amount of want of con
tares spoken of in a tone of great disparage
have hea,rd this evening son1e of its 1r1anufac
it.s industrie.s, and in its manufactures. \V e 
fidence in the resof1rces of the country, in 
ment ; and there has certainly been considerable 
want of confidence shown in the ability of the 
colony to furnish the revenue that I have 
estimated to receive for the current year. 
But I have no fenr, sir, of that estiinate 
being unfulfilled, and I have still less fear of 
the colony being in such a condition that it 
is not \Yell able to bear what we propose, 
in the shape of an additional loan. I trust that 
when the loan· proposal comes on for considera
tion it will receive every encouragement, every 
fair con~ideration, at the hands of hon. members 
on the other side of the"· House ; for I believe 
that the colony at the present time is even in a 
better condition to bettr the augrnent:1tion of 
nnr loan liability in the shape of £10,000,000 
sterling, than it was to bear the three-million 
loan which was propounded in 1879. During 
the last five years the colony hM made un
precedented and unparalleled strides in pro
gress and prosperity ; but at the time the three
million loan was proposed it had receded to a 
degree almost sufficient to rai.'e the appre
hensions of many alarmists, some of whom at that 
time administered the affairs of the colony. \Ve 
at the present time need have no fear, apprehen
sion, or alarm conceming the colony being able to 
bear the additional strain of our proposed loan 
liability; and although hon. gentlemen opposite 
may not exhibit much confidence in the Govern
ment which proposes to administer such a large 
amount of additional loan indebtedness, still I 
am sure that the people will have confi
dence in them, and "ill fully recognise the 
benefits which must accrue from the great 
impetus that will undoubtedly be given by it to 
the industrial pursuits of the colony. I think I 
have now answered, so far as time affords me, 
the objections to the Financial Statement raised 
by the hon. member for Mulgrave ; and 
I repeat that, while the hon. gentleman has 
addressed himself to the question with consi
det·able in!!enuity and his ordinary ability, he at 
the Rame time has failed to make any adverse 
impression whatever upon the Statement which I 
submitted to Parliament, and which I trust will 
be rat_ified by the votes of the Committee. 

Mr. ARCHER said : After the exhaustive 
criticism of my hon. friend, the hon. member for 
l\Iulgrave, on the Financial Statement, it will 
hardly be necessary for me to go over the same 
gronml again and criticise it in the same way; but 

there are a few things which I should like t 
make some remarks about. I am quite certain 
that the hon. gentleman was right when he sat 
down in saying that the Committee would sustain 
him in his views. I have not the slightest !loubt 
of that, and that the vote of the Committee will 
approve of it; although there will be some
thing to be said when he brings in his Loan 
Estimate. I cannot help thinking that the hon. 
~entleman, although he comes down with a bold 
front, must, to some extent, regret that he is 
not in the same favourable position as that 
he was in last year, at least when making 
the last Financial Statement. Then he was left 
with a very great surplus indeed, and, after 
having devoted some £310,000 by special appro
priation to a certain purpose, there was a large 
surplus over what was expended. That he was 
pleased to call an apparent surplus. I wonder if 
he would like to change his surplus of this year 
fm·that "apparent" surplusoflastyear. Last year 
the apparent surplus was £310,000, and this year 
he tries to make out that he has got something 
like it, by including in it money that has already 
been appropriated. I doubt very much if the hon. 
gentleman would not be glad to be able to show 
a clear net balance over expenditure of the sum of 
£310,000 that he called an "apparent" surplus last 
year. He knows perfectly well that his surplus 
this year is not half of what it was last year; 
that is to say that the expenditure, in spite of 
the large increase to the revenue of the country, 
has increased faster than the revenue ; so that 
instead of having such a surplus as probably an 
economical Government, who, without in any 
way starving· the public works of the colony, 
would have had, he is only able to show less than 
half of the surplus that the previous Govern
ment showed when they finished their year's 
accounts on the 30th ,Tune last. About this 
£310,000 'I have another word to say. I utterly 
deny that the Colonial Treasurer ha-s justified 
the manner in which he has treated this account. 
I insist with my hon. friend, Sir Thomas 
Mcllwraith, that it ought not to have been car
ried forward to Consolidated Revenue at all. I 
believe that the Committee would have far better 
understood the tables that were before hon. 
members, and far better have understood the 
hon. Treasurer's speech, if this £310,000 had 
appeared in the way in which it ought to have 
appeared, as a sum in bond to carry out some 
special works for which it had been voted. By 
introducing it into his Financial Statement,· 
carrying it sometimes to Consolidated Revenue, 
and sometimes somewhere else, he has played 
such fantastic tricks that we do not know 
where it has gone to, and instead of helping to 
clear the matter, and show the Committee dis
tinctly what our position is, he has simply tried 
to darken it. I think that that £310,000, 
having been voted for special purposes 
ought not to have been reckoned as Consolidated 
Revenue. It is really money which would be 
expended for purposes which otherwise we 
would have to borrow money for-for such pur
poses as we borrow money for-for immigration, 
etc. ; and what the hon. gentleman said, that he 
had foreshadowed this in the Appropriation Act 
of last year by a clause that dealt with it, does 
not bear the same interpretation to my mind 
that it does to that of the hem. gentleman. 
Clause 2, which he read, simply shows that 
this money was to ne available for the purpose 
for which it was voted in spite of anything ; 
that was to say, it should be devoted to 
that purpose and no other. \Ve know that 
all moneys that have been voted for special 
purposes in that way do not lapse. They have 
always been out to a separate account. The 
previous surplus revenue which was voted fo 
specbl purposes was nnavailable, and kept iP 
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R8pll.rate account, and neYer intm·fered with the 
Consolidated Revenue ; and this clanse that the 
hon. gentlmnan alludes tn, as ~bowing that it 
onght to be put into the Consolidate<! Revenue 
again, sttys that it shall not lapse because it Juts 
not been spent after the first yee~r. It se~ys 
nothing ttbout whe~t he sttid. It is devoted to a 
specittl purpose, ttnd it ought to be trettted like tt 
loan account; that is to say, it is to be used for a 
certain}Jurposeas wegener3.lly u:-;e loan n1oney for. 
To bring it back into the Consolidated Revenue 
is sirnply to confuse an cl rnake "' orse con
founded the most difficult Fimwcial Statement 
to understand that I have ever seen. Although 
it will make me wander about a little, I think I 
will follow the hon. gentleman where I ha Ye put 
down a word or two of his speech to remind me. 
He twitted this side of the Committee with 
being, he thought, rather afmid to follow the 
g-entlemen now in power in their policy of pro
gress. So far as we have seen as yet that policy 
of progress is not apparent. \Yhen we hear 
what the policy is, then we shall ue able to tell 
hin1 whether we think he is C<trrying too 111nch 
sail and requires to reef, or \vliether ,,.e are 
prepare<! to follow him in his bold fli:,:·hts. As 
yet I a1n not aware of any one thing which 
he has said which can he construed to point 
out n.ny policy of progreRs \\·hich \ve nre 
prepared to follow. If he refer;;, indeNl, tn the 
enornwns stnn he baR proposed to borrow, I do 
nut think it- willreq uire rnuch judgruent un his 
part to know that this side nf the Committee 
will not approYe of it. Xo GoYernment shonlrl 
be allowed to borrow £10,000,000 ,;terling ancl 
have the control of a sum of mm1e'· which it is 
not likely they will see the encl of"rlming their 
term of office. It would ue perfectly absurd. 
rrhey ll1URt bave sorne siniHter lllnti,-e. Perhaps 
it i;; for the IJLU'JIOS8 of bribery. I, every Jittle 
place where a Yote is to be got to have a rail~ 
way? If not, what is the use of talking al>ont 
borrnwing £10,000,000, unlHs it is ttutmtlly a 
bait held out to the followers of the (j overnment ·~ 
"Look here, "·e are going in for £10,000,000; 
you have only to say so, and there i.o; not 
a grog shanty or n, blacksrnith \; sho1' 
that Hhall not have a railway going by it.,, 
That is the only thing that l eau conjecture 
ar-; a nroti ve for eYPn Hpeaking •)f borrowing 
£10,000,000 in this way. \Ve ought to borrow 
the money that is required from year to year as 
we go on. 'There is not the >lightr'st fear tlut 
either the Colonial Treasurer or the Colonial 
Secretary will find that we are afraid to foliow 
hirn in any rneal:!ure of progl'eH~, a"' he call8 it, 
which willle:crl to the advancement of the colony. 
~ow, in the criticisrns of Il1V hon. friend Sir rr. 
::'.Ici!wraith on the Fimmcial Statement, he of 
course tried to point ont errors; but I do not 
think he ever tried, as was charged by the 
rrrl)rtRnrer, to rshow the Consolida.tcd llevenne of 
the country at less than it was. If his purpose 
had been, as the Colonial 'Treasurer said, to 
depreciate us in the eyes of the money-lenders at 
home, the thing would have been exceedingly 
simple. He would only have had to follow in 
the steps of the Govel'nrnent which he succeeded, 
ancl he would have very sor,n ruined our credit 
at home. \Vhat is the reason that the large 
loan was recently so well sold? \Vas it 
fron1 rmything the gentlen1en now occupying 
the 'Treasury benches have done? I am cerktin 
that it was not. It was the result of the bold 
policy of the present leader of the Opposition; 
it was his bold policy that brought ~2ueensland 
ont of the mire into which she had been landerl 
by the late Government; it was that which not 
only filled up the htrge deficit, but produced a 
large suq,lus. And when people at home saw 
that we were not only pttying our >Yay, but 
rnaking railways, increaHing our trade, and Rhow-

ing "snq,]us, then it w<ts that they were inrluced 
to lend nwney on 1nore favourable tenn~ 
tlmn they hall eyer rlone before. They wem 
reapi11g the ::Mlv::urLage of thc~ previnns huld 1Jolicy 
of the previous GoYerrnnent, 'Nhile the preYionK 
Uo\'ernn1ent, when they first cmne into power, 
were reaping the fruits of the miserable policy 
of the Government that precerlecl them. To 
bring that charge against rny hon. friend -thn,t 
he wishe<l to depreciate the Ctllony-is perfectly 
absmd ; in bet, if he had wished to do so he 
took the Yery wor,;t means that could he htken, 
by shmdng· the continued increase of a yearly 
surplus. \Vhat that hon. gentleman did do, 
anrl what I think it is the duty of every 
Treasmer to <lo, was to show pbinly and clearly 
the state of the fimtnces of the colony every 
year, while he was in the 'Treasury. \\'hen 
there was a deficit he showed it, and when 
there w'ts a surplus he showed that; and that 
io the only way in which a. Treasurer should 
bring fnnvanl his Statement. He did not pick 
up " ""n which had been already approprictted 
by a special Act, and juggle about with that 
Knrn, rnnking son1e things look hig·her by ad.Jing 
when they c1i<l not ~" .::en1 lnrge enough, and 
:-:;uLtracting when he did not wa.nt thr111 
to look large. [ do not think that is the 
duty of any Treasurer, and certainly not of 
anyone who wishes to make a pel'fectly clear 
statement to this Committee of the actual 
financird po~itjon of the country. An(l then, sir, 
the Treasurer took a little fling at the late Gov
ernment on the Treasury bills question. I am 
not >~ware that the late l~v\"ernment, at any time, 
either befme or after I joined it, thought uf 
n~ing Treasury bill:-; for the purpose of carrying 
on the go\"ernmont of the country. The Colonial 
Treasnrer, when he spoke, knew perfectly well 
that he was talking mbbish. He knew that it 
was simply the means by which the money stand· 
ing at the credit of the I·Ltilway Rexerves was 
tranoferre<l; it was simply the means by which 
nwney sta,nding a.t one account 'va:-; transferre~ to 
another, to square theacconnts of the year. 'I he 
Treasury bills were never intended to lea Ye, aml 
n"Ycr did leave, the Treasur0'; and the hon. gen
tleman knows that. It was simply the fm·mrtl 
1nanner-the be8t Tnanner-of transferring thu 
1noney frmn the 1{ ail way ReserveR 1-\ccount to tht~ 
Consolidated Revenue, I insist that what I say is 
true. Hon. gentlmna.n may laugh, hut I mn }J81-

fectly satixfied that no 'Treasury bill evor left 
the Treaeury. That is a very different trans
action fron1 corning down n1Hl saying that even 
if there should be a deficit the Treaourer 
will not lle afraid to i,;sne Gills to supply the 
dEficiency. I can assure the Colonial TreasnrPr 
that if he takes the trouble to inquire into the 
matter he will find what I have stated here to bo 
exactly what occnrrecl; and fur the 'Treasurer 
to try and corn pare the two things-tranRferring 
an account, and m.;ing Trea:mry bi11R for the 
purpose of revenue-is ah;.qud. They are two 
different things ctltogether. And eveu that 
adrlition to the Consolidated ltevenue which 
was caused by the trausfer of the sum takeu 
from the Railway Heserves Fund-that he 
has treated as revenue of the year when it was 
transferred. Of course it has gone into the 
Comolidated Revenue, but it wao not revemw 
produced by the colony during th>tt year. He 
tries to show that there httd been no clecidet l 
increCL-<e in the actuttl receipts of the count1·y 
during three succest;ive year~, and he therefore 
takes £24ii,OOO added to the revenue out 
of the Railway Reserves Fund in 1881--he 
tnkos that as revenue received dnring the 
year. It was not re,renne received during
the year; it was simply an amonut of money 
changed from one account to another, bnt by call
ing it revenue be showed, nR it \Vere, that we 
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had made less progress chu·ing the time the late 
Ministry held office than we actually hn,d done. 
The fact iK thctt the Htride \VaK Ho enorn1on~ fro1n 
the time my hon. friend Sir T. l\lcT!wmith 
became Premier until he left the Treasury 
benches that the Treasurer, by a little hood
winking, tried to show that it w:ts les' than 
it ,,~as, and, therefore, reckoned this sun1 \vhich 
was transferred frorn one account to another 
as revenue derh·ed during the year. I wn,s 
rather ourprised that the Trmtsurer condescended 
to use ~m eh 1neans for such a purpose. Now, 
sir, the Treasurer stated in his remarks just 
now that it was evident that the leader of the 
Opposition had no faith in the progress of the 
colony. That statement is very easily made; but 
what is it? It is whttt may be called '·' winrl." But 
if we go to facts in connection with that state
ment we may come to the truth. How did he 
show his want of faith in the colony ? He came 
into power at the beginning of 1870 with an 
empty Treasury, and he passed ov'l_r two years 
with the Treasnry still empty. But did he ever 
resort to taxation for the purpose of filling the 
T•·easnry ? lJid he not trtMt entirely to the 
resonrces of the colony '? \Vas he not told by 
the opposite side that he was not cloing· jnstice 
to the eonntry, because he wonl<l not put on 
additional taxation, for their own pm·poses? Of 
conrsc they wanterl the nclimu of ad<litional taxa .. 
tion to rest on whnt waR then the Oovernn1ent 
side ; lmt the then .Premier, the present 
leader of the Oppnt<ition, had far too great 
fnith in Queensland to do anything of the kind. 
He knew how to use the resources in his hanclR. 
Di<l he show want of faith in the colony when, 
in spite of the depressed state of the finances, he 
inBisted upon and carried through his large Lmtn 
Bill, or what was then looked upon a' a very large 
Loan Bill? Did he show any want of confidence 
in the country when, while the finances were still 
in the most depressed condition, he entered into 
a contract with the British-India Company for 
the mail service, adding some £GO,OOO odd to 
our expenditure for the year ? No, sir; he 
saw far enough ahead to know that expenditure 
in a proper direction would far more than 
recoup itself ; and instead of arlding-as probably 
the present Colonial Treasnrer would have done 
if he had been in office then-to the taxation 
of the country for the purpose of putting the 
finances in a ·proper state, lie trnsted to a bold 
policy to resuscitate the colony from the depres
sion in which it stood. And he did it in such 
n, way that it will take the present Government 
a couple of years to ruin it. 'l'hat they will suc
ceed ultimately, I have no doubt; and\vhen they 
go out of office I daresay the same process will 
be gone through as hitherto. There will be a 
deficiency for a year or two, then a few 
ye:trs' snrplus, which will be handed over 
to tl1e hon. gentlen1en \vhen they again corne 
into power. I have heard with astonish
rnent again, thi~ evening, \vhat the Trea~urer 
sai•l abont the excise duty on spirits, and really 
I fancied that the hm1. gentleman does not 
clearly see the effect of the Bill which he has in
troduced, and which, if passed, will considerably 
reduce the revenue from that sonrce. The way 
in which he treated the matter was wonderfuL 
He said that Queenslanrl distillers did not c:tre 
to supply the foreign market; that they preferred 
to supply the home market. Did anyone ever 
hear such trash? I believe they prefer to snpply 
the market that pays them ; they do not wish to 
supply the foreign market, because they cannot 
make it pay. Does anyone suppose that a 
person in any kind of business has a preference 
for one place more than another, except that in 
one place his business pays him better than in 
another? Spirits going out of the country come 
into direct competition with spirits from England. 

The latter are brought a long distance, and 
handled two or three times, and yet people 
prefer to buy it to ( tueensland rum. It is of 
no uRe the hon. the Treasurer telling nM that dis
tillers prefer to snpply the home market; they 
prefer it because they cannot compete with any 
other. \Ve l'ill see what will be the effect of his 
Bill. The duty on 20,000 gallons of foreign 
spirits imported into the colony woulcl be 2s. a 
gallon more than on the colonial o.rticle, so that 
the revenue would be defrauded-of 40,000 shillings. 
The Bill, if passed, will actually deprive the 
re,·enne of that sum which the Treasury has thi' 
year received frmn duty on foreign run1. 'flu? 
receipts from Excise in t-his particular will be 
decreased instead of increased, and the hon. 
gentleman may depend npon this: that distillers 
will distil whenever they can make it pay. The 
hon. g·entleman further says that molasses, 
which now go to waste, will be exported fro1n 
Queenshtllll. Bnt I would remind him that they 
are now making golden syrup fron1 n1olaHs.e:-:, ~tn(l 
that perHons in various places are buying queens~ 
land mohtsses for that purpose, and thnt the 
planters actnally get a better price for it thn,n if 
it were n1ade into rnn1. The hon. gentlmnnn 
seems to think that the Bill he introduced is 
rmrt of a progreosi ve policy.- If that is n 
sample of his progresoive policy, I think tlw 
sooner he retraces his steps the better. The 
hon. gentleTnan Rpoke in a 1nnst hoprJnl wn.y 
about the increaNe in the revenue from rail
ways, although he hhnself gave us figures to 
show that whilst the receij,ts would be 21 per 
cent. 1nore than our incorne frmn the sanw source 
last year, the expenditure would be increased 
28 per cent. That of course is proof that even if 
he gets the whole sum he anticipat<;s, yet, with 
the larger expenditure, the balance will not be 
so great. It will evidently lower the value 
of our raihvays, unless the Govern1nent can 
find some means of cutting down the ex
travagant estimates of the :Minister for \Vorks, 
and I do not think that would be a difficult 
thing to do. It appears to me that they 
have been framed in the most lavish 
n1anner. In 1ny opinion we ha\'e no right to 
be generouR before we are just ; we ought tu 
extract all we can from our railways hefore we 
iucrea~e our expenses in the way Rh own by the 
estimates of the Minister for \Vorks. vVe haYe 
hnd a ba<l settson, and the number of sheep nut 
west has dirninishe<l, and we must expect to have 
a smaller amount of increase this year than we 
had last in the railway revenue of the colony. 
I do not exactly agree with the hon. gentleman 
in his ohservations on what my hon. frienrl the 
member for lYlulgrave said about the ten-million 
loan. I did not understand my friend's remarks 
in the same way as the Colonial Treasurer did. 
The hon. memberfor Mulgravedid not disapprove 
of the amount of the loan, but of the hands 
into which it would fall. I did not hear a single 
word in the hon. gentleman's speech to leitd m A 

to believe that he disapproved of such a loan, 
but he stated distinctly that the present Govern
ment could not possibly be in power to expend 
it. He said that it was the duty of the 
Government to provide the funds necessary 
for public works. But here, according to 
the Coloni:tl Treasurer, the Government is 
going to take upon itself to provide not 
only for their own wants, but also for 
the wants of the colony for some years. I dis
ag-ree entirely with his statement that my hon. 
friend at all concurred in the propriety of doing 
that. In fact the hon. member for Mnlgra,·e 
deprecated it altogether. The Colonial Trea
surer finished his speech with an eloquent perm·a
tion, in which he stated his belief that if the 
colony had progressed well during the last few 
years that was as nothing compared with what 
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would be its progress under the new regime. 
vV ell, sir, for my own part I 8hould be exces
sively glad if it was so. \Vhatever advances 
the prosperity of Queensland must be an advance 
in my own private intere8t. \Vhen a country is 
depressed the individuals composing that country 
suffer, and when the country i~ pro;;Tef;sing we 
all-each of us individually-are in a"'more pros
perous state. I therefore sympathise most com
pletely with the hon. gentleman's statement, but I 
am sorry to say I do not agTee with him. I do not 
believe that there is the slightest sign at the 
present time that the country will pnwress 
faster than it has done for the past three m·nfour 
years. On the contrary, I am inclined to believe 
that the combined rashness and the combined 
lightness of the hon. Colonial 'rrea,;urer-the 
light wn,y in which he talks n,bout borrowing ten 
1nillion~, and about iRsuing Trea~ury billR-I au1 
inclined to helieve that before the next three years 
n,re over nnr headK the colony \Yill have gone back 
again. I believe that will be the result; and it 
is a result t'' be regretted very much. If the 
:Financial St11tement laid before ns is calculated 
to give us any evidence of the manner in w hi eh 
the business of the country is to he carried ont, 
I doubt very much that there will he anv such 
progre~s as the Colonial rrrea:-mrer Hf'ekR tt; have 
n::.; believe, m· that it can in any wfty a:-:.Rnre nR 
that the cmmtry has the slightest chmJCe of 
1naking- n,uy g;·eater progreHR. I know that during 
the time I was a Hnpporter of the hon. member 
for JI!Iulgrave, long before I joined his Govern
ment-·during the whole of that time he nevei· 
introc\nced a sing-le measure into thie House 
which showe<l that he had confi,lence in the 
country, and intended to advance its interests, 
that was not opposed by the g-entlen1en on 
the other sirle, then sitting upon this sicle of 
the House. Facts are infinitely more potent 
with me tlun words, and men who opposed 
every n1easure brought into thiB House for 
the purpose of advancing the interests of the 
colony are not the men who are likely in their 
o_wn per~ons to propo,.;e and carry out a progres
sive policy. They ma.y carry out a rash policy, 
and jump at a lon,n of £10,000,000 at once and 
use it for purposes to which it ought not to 
he applied; but that is not a progressive policy. 
It is not a progressive policy to borrow money 
before you want it. A progressive policy is to 
make the best use of all your resources, and in 
snch a way as to get the most out of them. We 
know that in his statement the hon. member has 
shown such rashness, and we are familiar with 
the way in which, when he occupied his present 
position before, he showed so much weakness ; 
n,nd these combined effects are far from inducing 
me to believe that during the uresent ?'tgime 
the colony will make any decided advance. 

Mr. :NORTON said: l\Ir. l<'raser,-I am sorry 
that the hon. m em her has not one friend on his 
own side to get up and defend him. I am ex
tremely sorry for. that, but I notice that ever 
since this Government came into power there has 
been nothing but silence n,mongstthosegentlemen 
who support them. There has scarcely been one 
measure of importance introduced by the present 
Government that has re~eived the verbal support, 
n,t any rate, of hon. members opposite; and under 
these circumstances there is no great reason to be 
surprised that not one member on the Govern
ment side now gets up to support the hon. 
Treasurer. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: They can-
not. They do not understand it. · 

Mr. NORTON: I do not intend to say very 
much on the subject. 

HoXOURABLE l\fEMBERs: Hear, hear! 
l\fr. NORTON: I fhresay hon. members are 

very ghd to hear that. There is a matter I 

referred to some time ago, and the Colonial 
Treasurer has given me n,nother opportunity of 
referring to it now. I shall make use of this 
opportunity, in order to point out that in the flat 
contradiction he gave to me he was entirely 
wrong. The matter I refer to is with regard 
to the floating of the late loan. I daresay 
the Colonial Treasurer wiil remember that in 
speaking upon that subject I pointed <•Ut that, 
although he professed to have been so exceedingly 
anxiollcl to get the loan floated on the first possible 
opportunity, and although he blamed the late 
G-oyer111nent for having, through the arrange
ments made with the financiers n,t home, ·bouwl 
this colony not to float another loan for a 
certain time-although he professed to be so 
anxious about that, I said at the time that 
he did not take the earliest opportunity 
he had of placing that lon,n upon the London 
market; ancl the consequence of his dilatoriness 
in connection with it was that the South Austm
lian Governn1ent, "rho were in a far wor8e posi
tion than we are, and who, under ordinary cir
cumstances, should not receive anything like the 
same value for their money n,s we should have 
received for ours, were n,ble to go in before 
llneensland and place their loan first, and take 
up the surplus money in the London market; 
ancl by that means place us in a position which 
compelled ns to accept a umch lower rate than 
the Ronth Australian Government received for 
their loan. The Colonial Treasurer, in speaking 
of this matter in his Budget Speech the other 
night, said :-

,,And it must fnrthcr be ob:-;erved that, 'vherens with 
s~llcs of onr stock since lt!7B a 1n·omise had been volun
teered that no further sales of Queensland loan issues 
should be made for at least one year from the elate of 
sneh salcs"-
This, of course, is throwing the onus upon the 
late Government as far as he could-
" a lH'omise which, as I have previously pointed out 
fettered onr action in last January, and continued to 
hind 11s till the 9th of ::\1ay of this current year-no 
similar vromise formed a eondition of the last loan 
sale, neither did the price received suffer thereby; and 
the Government are now, therefore, free to act, and may 
immediatelv deal with sneh future loans as Parliament 
shall, during the present &~il~sion, authorise to be issuea." 

Now the hon. member admits here that the 
Government were fettered until the 9th of May. 
On the 9th of May he was not. On the 9th of 
May the South Australian loan had not been 
announced in the market. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: It was 
known that it was corning. 

Mr. NOR'l'ON: It was known thn,t it was 
coming on, and for thn,t reason the Colonial 
Treasurer should have been in a greater hurry to 
put his loan on the market. The first news of 
the loan we have comes throug·h telegrams from 
London, and the first is dated London, 8th of 
May-that is, a day before the loan should ha Ye 
been issued-and was as follows:-

"A new Queensland loan will shortly be announced." 
On May 12th we have another telegram sent 
out :-

"Tenders have been invited for a South Australian 
Government loan of £1,650,000, bearing interest at 4 per 
eent. The loan is issued at par, and tenders will be 
opened on Tuesday next, 25th instant." 
The first we hear of this South Australian loan 
is by telegram dated "London, 12th May." On 
the 12th of May our loan might have been floated 
if the hon. the Colonial Treasurer had been 
ready. If he had taken the steps he might have 
taken, the colony might have seemed the great 
ad vantage he professed he was so eager that we 
should avail omselve• of. On the 13th May the 
next telegram is sent ont :-

"A new Queensland loan of £2,150,000, bearing intc~ 
rest at ·i per cent .. will be :uJnounecd next week,'' 
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So the intention wtts to announce what this 
Queensland loan would be some days after that 
-about the time the South Australian loan was 
actually floated. On the 22nd May a further 
telegram was sent :-

" 'rhe issue of the nmv Queensland loan of £2,7 iiO,OOO 
recently announced, has been postponed for a few days. 
'£he minimnm price will be fixed at 96." 
Th<tt 96 was a mistake, as was pointed out 
afterwards; it should have been 98. This was 
po,tponed because the Colonial Treasurer, by 
dilly-dallying and hesitating, allowed the South 
Australian Government to come in and take the 
floating money off the market. As I pointed 
out at the time, South Australia-with a 
population not much larger than ours, and with 
a very heavy debt-with a deficit of somewhere 
between £2fi0,000 and £300,000 at that time, 
which was increased to about £400,000 by the 
end of the financial year-was able to go to the 
London market, issue a loan at par, and float it 
at £100 Gs. They had not only a great deficit 
at the time, but had arrived at no means for 
wiping it out. The Government of the day 
had proposed to the House certain financial 
reforms, hut the House had practically rejected 
them and they were withdrawn by the Treasurer. 
They submitted another measure, and at that 
time it was almost certain that the Govern
ment would be defeated. Shortly afterwards 
there was a general election, at which the Gov
ernment were beaten ; and at the time the 
South Australian loan was placed on the 
market, not only was it not known what pro
vision would be made to meet the interest, but 
"ctually how they were to provide for the deficit 
in their financial year. The hon. member tells 
us the value of the South Australian loan was 
reduced because interest had tu be paid upon it 
from a certain time. Accepting his own state
ment with regard both to the value of the 
South Australian loan and of the Queensland loan, 
even then there is a balmice of .5s. 2d. in favour 
of the South Australian loan as against ours. 
Notwithstanding what I have said with regard to 
the wretched financial position of South Australia, 
we here, with a surplus balance of £310,000, had 
to go into the market and accept a lower price 
than they got for that South Australian loan. 
Yet the hon. member had the face to come for
ward in this House and complain that it was 
owing to the action of the late Government that 
he was not able to bring this loan forward sooner, 
and that by that means the South Australian 
people got in before us. It wa,s simply owing to 
his own dilatoriness with regard to the matter. 
If he had taken the action he might have taken, 
the loan might have been put on the market 
and floated before the South Australian loan was 
announced. Now, sir, I have a few words to 
say with regard to these railways. I notice that 
the hon. gentleman estimated the total receipts 
from the railways for this year at £122,359 more 
than was received last year. How in the name 
of conscience does the hon. member arrive at the 
conclusion that we shall get anything like that? 
Does he not know that the receipts from our 
railways depend very largely upon the number 
of sheep in our outside districts, whose wool 
has to be brought down by these rail· 
ways; and upon the amount of goods carried 
from Brisbane in return? Knowing that, 
does he expect for one moment that we shall be 
in anything like the same position in another 
year in respect to the number of these sheep, as 
we were last year? I wonder if the hon. member 
h"s looked at the agricultural returns just issued. 
If he looked at those returns he would see that 
th<> nnm bRr of sheep in the colony at the end of 
18H3 was more than half-a-million less than it 
wets the year before. Eighteen months ago, 
sheep were pouring into the country in tens of 

thousands, but during the year 1883 there 
was a decrease of 535,000 sheep, and also 
" decrease of 78,000 cattle. But the decrease 
did not stop there. It has been going on ever 
since, and is going on at the present time in the 
western districts, so that at the end of 1884 the 
number of sheep in (lueensland will probably be 
about a million and a-half less than at the end of 
1882 ; and I think I am taking a moderate view 
in estimating it at that. So when we consider 
that the railway receipts are largely derived 
from the carriage of wool and of goods going 
to the stations -material for fencing and 
other work - we must know that, as n 
matter of course, the revenue from the rail
ways will be materially reduced -both from the 
Northern, the Southern, and the Central. There 
will not only be a reduction in the amount of 
wool carried, but also in the material which hae 
heen going out to the stations. So long as mat
terg were prosperous, the owners of these stations 
were taking out immense quantities of fencing 
wire and other material for improvements ; but 
that has been stopped. It has beon stopped, not 
because they have no desire to gn on with it, but 
because of the immense losses that have t•cken 
place-because the requirements of the owners 
have been reduced hy the introduction of a Bill 
which materially affects their interests; and be 
cause their losses have placed them in such " 
position that they are not able to go on with 
the improvements at the same rate as before. 
So that as a matter of course the increase would 
not amount to anything like the same as it did 
last year. I do not believe hon. members on 
the other side have really considered what the 
effect must be; but in spite of that the Colonial 
Treasurer has put down the probable estimated 
increase of receipts at £122,000, and at the same 
time the increase in the expenditure in connec
tion with our railways, as shown by the Esti
mates, amounts to nearly £99,000 ; an increase, 
that is, in one year, of nearly £100,000. ·why, it 
is something enormous. One can hardly credit 
it, without looking at the Estimates that have 
been laid on the table of the House, that 
the railway expenses should be increased to 
anything like that extent. Sir, the leader of 
the Opposition, when he was speaking a short 
time· ago, pointed out that the gentlemen who 
are now occupying the Treasury benches, and 
when they were in power before, always increased 
the Estimates-in-Chief by a very large sum 
indeed when the Supplementary Estimates were 
brought in. But there was one thing he neglected 
to point out; I believe be must have forgotten 
it. Not only did that expenditure increase very 
enormously, but the Estimates did not come up 
to anything like the amount that the present 
Colonial Treasurer expected. "\Vhy, in 1878-9 the 
hon. member estimated his receipts at £1,694,500, 
but the amount actually received was £1,461,823. 
'I'he amount received was actually £232,677 less 
than the hon. member's estimate, and yet, in 
spe'Lking to those Estimcttes the hon. gentleman 
said, in going through some of his figures :-

" I am confident, therefore, not only from the anaJysis 
of the respective heads of receipt, but also from the 
ratio of increase annually exhibited in revenue, that my 
estimate of £1,69-±,500, which only expects an increase 
of £12:1,247 on the preceding )'ear, will be fully sus
tained." 
The bon. member expected that his estimate 
would be fully sustained, and at the end of the 
year the extreme receipts were £232,677less than 
he expected. ·well, that is not an isolated case. 
The next year the hon. gentleman produced his 
Estimates again, and he represented that the re
ceipts in the Treasury for tbat year would be 
£1 ,fl!\8,000; but the actual receipts were£1,492,000, 
leaving a deficit of £1/ii,ti07. Nmv, is this the 
hon. member whose estimate we have to t11ke? 
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The COLONIAL TREASURER: What 
about 1870-80 ? 

Mr. NORTOX : I have nothing to do with 
that. I am giving the hon. member's own state
ment of the revenue and the money which was 
actually received. I cannot do more than that. 
That is about as fair a thing as I can rlo. I 
dropped across these facts accidentally, and 
I have given them to the Committee, becttnse 
I thought the hon. gentleman would like 
to be reminded of them, for he is so exceed
ingly sanguine. \\'hen he was telling us what 
the revenue was to provide, I could n<~t help 
thinking that if this old estimate of his had 
been brought before him, possibly it would induce 
him to pause and consider the figures he was 
intro<lucing to the House. Well, if we go on at 
the same rate that the hon, member did on a 
forrner occaRion, I think, inHtea.d of having thiH 
surplus of £40,000 odd at the end of the year, 
we are likely to have, with the Supplenwntary 
Estimates adrled to what ha. been placed on tb'e 
l~stimates-in-Chief, a large deficit, and the defi
ciency will be something like £300,000 less than 
the snrplu:; the hon. member expects. I think, 
under the circumstances, \Ve are quite jnRtified in 
hesitating before accepting the 'l'rensurer's stnte
ment as a really justifiable one. There is one 
other subject 1 wish to refer to, and it is a subject 
which is rather painful to wm1e people. ln 
Hpe::tkiug of the <lrung-ht having p:tK:-;ed :tway, the 
Colonial Trea.surer said to us :-

,, 'l'he ~overe fi;CfU'Hm under which pastoral settlement 
ha!< suffered of late will have prepared hon. members 
for results showing ab~ence of incren~e. It is, however, 
gratifying to know, from information snp}Jlied by the 
Chief Inspector of Stoek, that at the present time the 
whole of the eastern coast watert:\hed-carrying 1,800,000 
eattle-has eomplet.ely recoYered from the drought of 
last year, ancl although, in places, water is not ]Jlentiful, 
feed is in abundance." 
I wonder where the hon. gentleman or the 
Inspector of Stock found that out ? Is the hon. 
member's memory so exceedingly short that he 
forgets the object with which a deputation waited 
upon him less than a month ago? Does he not re
member that those gentlemen came down here 
and went to him to ask him if he could assist 
them in any way in providing water for the 
town of Gladstone? Does he forget that he 
promised to send up tanks in order that thm' 
might not be kept absolutely without water·? 
The h<m. member was told by that deputation 
what I know to be perfectly true-that the creeks 
in the neighbourhood have not rnn for over two 
years. I "m speaking now of the coast-the 
eastern seaboard to which the h<m. member 
referred. Now, I can tell the Colonhtl Trea
surer that on the eastern seabo11rd there was a 
pretty heavy f,tll of rain in a great portion of 
the district of Port Cnrtis in January, but since 
then there have been nothing but light showers, 
and the whole of that country is as dry now 
as it was dnring the worst period of the 
drought. In some places it is more dry, but 
I take the whole district from Port Curtis 
up to the valley of the Fitzroy, ttnd I say 
that thousands of square miles are in quite aS' 
bad a position as they were at the worst 
time of the drought in December and ,T anuary. 
Yet the hon. gentleman is so ill-informed in 
regard to this matter that he comes down and 
tells us, on the authority of the Chief Inspector 
of Stock-who I am sure made no statement of 
the kind-that the rlrought on the eastern sea
board has broken up. \Vhat can we expect 
from a 'rreasurer who makes such statements as 
these? It has been pointed out that he has 
made mistakes in other parts of his Budget 
Speech, ttnd if we are to take those as instances 
of the kind of mistakes he does fall into, I say 
the whole Statement throughout is unreli
able. The people in the dhtrict referred 

to, who have read the hon. member's re
InarkR about the drought having broken up, 
will come to the conclusion that the Colonial 
Treasurer of the colony at any rate takes 
very little interest in them or their concerns. 
If he knows so little of the colony as to speak of 
that important district in the manner he did in 
his Statement, the only conclusion people can 
come to is that his interests are so closely bound 
up in Brisbane that he does not care a rap about 
any other partR of the colony. There are sonue 
other matterR to which I might refer, but .rJ 

much has been already sai<l that it is unneces
sary for me to continue the discusHion further. 

After a pause, 
Mr. STEV.ENSON said : Are they all 

muzzled on the other side, l.Vh. Fraser? 
Mr. BLACK said : I think it is a most ex

traordinary thing that the Government and their 
supporters should allow an important debate like 
this to go with so little discussion. Up to the pre
sent time we luwe had nothing but a Statmnent 
made frorn the G-overn1nent :-;ide setting forth 
their views as to the future financial policy of the 
eountry, which viewR have naturally been cf~n
troverte<l by ex-1\l inisters. The latter endeavour 
to mttke out that the late policy was the 'right 
one and that the present policy is the wrong one, 
while the former make out, as far as they are 
allle, that the exact reverse is the ert.;e, But WA 

have had very few really practicnl speeches 
on this very important subject. By pmctical 
speeches, I mean speeches getting away from 
this vast array of figures that we have been 
favoured with, and showing us in what way the 
hopes of the Colonial Treasurer are likely to be 
realised as far as the general prosperity of the 
people of the country is concerned. It is a 
most lamentable fact that, with the large 
majority of able and clever men sitting behind 
the Treasury benches, none of them are 
willing to get up and express their views either 
in snpport of, or differing in some slight 
degree from, the views held by the Coloniltl 
'rreasnrer. I had not intended to say very much 
on the subject, but as the supporters of the 
Government do not seem inclined to speak, I 
may be permitted to express my views on one or 
two matters c<mnected with thE Statement. The 
Colonial Treasurer told ns that he had reason 
to look forward to a large development of our 
industries. In that simple statement, if it is 
correct, there is matter for congratulation for all 
the people of the colony, and more especially for 
the working classes, who, I take it, are thoHe 
who contribute the largest amount to our revenue 
in the shape of taxation ; but the Committee has 
had no proof whatever to justify the sanguine 
view which the h<m. gentleman has taken. As 
our future pro".rJerity really depends upon the 
development of our industries, I am sorry to 
say that I feel compelled to take exception 
to that statement, and to state that from 
present appearances there is nothing whatever to 
justify this Committee, or the peor,le of the 
country, in thinking that the future development 
of our industries is as certain as the Colonial 
Treasurer would lead us to believe. I assume 
that the hon. gentleman, when he used that 
term, referred to our great producing industries, 
of which I think we may say we have three
the pastoral, the mining, nnd the agricultural. 
I do not think that any hon. member, no matter 
on which side of the Committee he sits, will say 
that we have any reason to believe that the de
velopment during the current financial year of 
our pastoral industry is likely to he a great one, 
On the contrary, I am sorry to have to say 
that I think onr pastoml industry will show 
a very serious decline during the current 
year. \Vhat reason have we to ]Jelieve 
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tlmt the pro<luction of wool, or ca.ttle, or 
sheep, is likely to be smtained? On the 
contrary, we ren.cl every day in the papers news 
of the increasing loss of stock ; and loss of stock 
not only means a reduction in the increase of 
stock, but a decrease in our export of wool. In 
fact, the financial loss of those engaged in pas
toral pursuits in Queemland is likely to be a 
source of very serious err1harraRsment, not only 
to them, but to the whole colony. I cannot 
under-'tand how the Colonial Treasurer, having 
<tll these facts fully before him, <tnd lmving con
nected with him " gentlema,n-I refer to the 
Minister for Lands~,fully versed in the pastoral 
condition of the colony, and who, from his long 
experience, knows the full bearing that the 
seasons must have on th»t industry as a produ
cing industry-could have made such a statement; 
n1n· can I irnag-ine how the 1\Tinister for Lands 
c<tn sit there <lnietly anrl hear the Treasurer say 
that he has every reason to look forward to 
a l:nge development of that particular industry. 
"re have not only got the effects of this dreadful 
dmught to look fairly in the face, but <tlso the 
action of the Government in connection with 
the future land policy of the country. It is not 
necessary on this occasion to say whether that 
policy is likely to result in success or not, hut 
any impartial observer will see at once how that 
policy has unsettled everything in connection 
with the sf!uatting industry. The holders of our 
pastoral lands, and tlwse from whom they have 
received financial assist<tnce, look with gr·eat 
suspicion upon the present policy of the Govern
ment, and the consef!uence iR that financial 
assistance is to a great extent withheld, owing 
to their only security having been absolutely 
destroyed. No matter how tlmt policy may 
ultimately result - whether for good or for 
bad- there is no doubt that the chief pro
ducing industry of the colony is at present 
undergoing a very :-;evere crisis indeed. The 
Governn1ent, in 1ny opinion, ha,Ye no reason 
whatever to look forward to any augmentation 
of revenue for the next twelve months-of course 
we are only discussing the financial proposals for 
that period-they have no reason, I say, to look 
forward to any <tssistance to the revenue from our 
chief producing industry. But I am glad to say 
that there is another industry which we may 
reasonable consider to he prosperous-I mean 
the mining industry. That, however, is not an 
industry which contributes a large amount to 
the revenue. It, of course, affords employment 
to a large number of people, and through the 
indirect taxation of these people we get an addi
tion to our revenue ; but it does not, like the 
industry connected with the occupation of land, 
add considerably to the revenue. I find, in 
looking at the Estimates, that the revenue 
from mining occupation is only estimated at 
£13,000. Our total land revenue is £()35,000, 
and out of that the mining occupation of land 
only gives £13,000. I think, therefore, I am 
right in saying- that in that respect the mining 
industry is not likely to give any great addition 
to the revenue. Then we come to another pro
ducing industry-the agricultural. I am glad to 
find that in the southern portion of the colony 
the farmers are likely to have a far better season 
than they have enjoyed for some years past, and I 
am sure that everyone who has that inllnstry at 
heart will be glad that it is so. But I do not 
think that, beyond affording a moderate living to 
those who are engaged in the industry in the 
southern portion of the colony, it will a<ld very 
nnwh to our revenue so far aK the export of 
produce is concerned. At lJresent they are 
endeanmring to supply the southern portion 
,,f the colony with whe<tt an,l flour, and th:ct will 
be an undnuhted ad ,·a,ntag-c, becan:-;e everv 
~uu of wheat aud ilvur which can be locall~-

produced me<tns so much money saved to the 
colony, which wonld otherwi.-:;e be sent a.way 
for the purchase of those commodities in the 
southern colonies. But in order to establish 
our reputation with the world-in order to be 
able to go to the financiers at home to borrow 
those large sums of money which from time to 
titne are necessary in a progressive colony like 
this-we must he in :<position to show that we 
can produce something to export to enable us to 
pay the money we borrow. Agriculture, there
fore, when it produces something to export, 
benefits the colony. But I say that that in
dustry is now in a very depressed and languish
ing state. That, of course, has been brought 
<tbont by a variety of causes, many of them out
side the colony-notably the enormous incre<tse of 
beetroot sugar on the continent of Europe, 
which is being felt not only here, but in other 
parts of the WL>rld. The agricultuml industry, 
I say, is undergoing a perind of most severe 
depres:.;ion, and mnongst thinking 1nen it i~ a 
f!Uestion whether it is not destined to succumb as 
rapidly as it can:e into existence. I am sure 
that everyone who has the welfare of the colony 
at heart will devlore the possibility of such a 
thing taking place. It i• not necessary, on the 
present occasion, that I should refer to the 
means that would alleviate this possible con
tingency ; but I maintain that it io just as well 
hon. members should know of such " possible 
contingency, and that, in consequence of the 
extreme competition we are being subject~d to 
through the beet-root crops on the contment 
of Europe, that industry which up to the 
present has done more than anything eloe to 
bring Queensland into notice as an agricul~ 
tmal colony is likely to succumb, as I have 
already said, as rapidly as it came into 
existence. I am therefore justified, I think, in 
saying that the remarks of the Treasurer, 
ou which he based his very glowing expec
tation of revenue-on which he bases his justi
fication for going into the home market and 
borrowing no less a sum th>Ln £10,000,000-,are not 
borne out by actual facts. I take exception to 
the grounds· on which he ba,ed the whole of his 
argument. I am very much afmid that instead 
of the modemte surplus which he anticipates-
the excess of revenue over expenditure to the 
amount of £44,~41-the colony will do remark
ably well if, during the next twelve months, the 
revenue is maintained to even as much as it was 
for'the past twelve months. I have carefully 
looked through the tables of '\Y ays and Means 
on the Gth )Jage of the Estimates, and I think the 
Treasurer seems to doubt the possibility of the 
people of the colony continuing their former rate 
of taxation, because, notwithstanding that there 
was an increase of revenue from taxation between 
1882 and 1883 of £99,000, he only estimates the 
increase from the same source for the current 
year at £!)8,000. The hon. gentlenutn must bear 
in mind that we may expect an increase to the 
population fron1 irr1n1igration, and excess of 
arrivals over departures, of certainly 20,000_ 
Last year the increase was 30,000 ; but I arn 
putting it rlown at only 20,000 for the current 
year, because I think there are many c<tnses in 
n1wration in the colony at present which will not 
induce population to come here as rapidly as it 
has done in the past. Now if we only are to ha Ye 
an increase of £58,000 in the Customs, whereas 
we are certain to get <tn increase of 20,000 
to the population, all nf whom will contribute 
to this branch of the revenue at the rate of over .£:l 
per head, it seems to me that the Treasurer is Rorne
what nervous as to how the prosperity of the colony 
i' going to affect the people, in so far that they 
wi1l nnt be able tn pa.y the 8ct1ne mnuunt ~,f 
ta:-cation th>tt they ha,,c hitherto lHcen p11ying. 
~'>.ml, cir, if I an1 rif;ht in lb'.,nming that he doeu 
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hold that view, I think he has very good ground 
for so dning. There is no doubt that a period of 
depression is slowly but surely coming over the 
colony. Hon. gentlemen in this House are, 
of course, naturally sanguine, and wish to 
put everything in the best light before the 
country, and, possibly, before their consti
tuencies ; but, sir, I wi-h my remarks to be 
a~ practic;1l as possible-I do not wish to shirk 
the position ; and I say that the working men 
of the colony are already feeling the weight of 
depression. I also know that the mercantile 
1nen, of whorn there are 1nany in this House, t""Lre 
feeling it. If you ask anyone in the country the 
sa,me question, they will endorse what l say 
---that the colony is not in the prosperous state 
the Colonial Treasurer would lead ns to be
lieve it is in bringing forward this very sanguine 
estirrutte. Ask the merchants here if trade is as 
good as it was twelve months ago. 'rhey all 
shake their heads and say they fear bad times 
are coming. Look at the list of our insol vencies ! 
Look where we will, we find in all directions that 
we are not as prosperous as we were. Ask any 
working men in Brisbane or in the northern 
]JOrtion of the colony whether they are as 
prm:;perous now as they were a few years ago, 
and they too will shake their heads and 
tell you they fear there are bad times 
in store. Although we may still see people 
spending money, and buying small allotments 
on every opportunity, I feel satisfied they are 
not buying them out of present earnings, but out 
of the savings of the past few years. Although 
I have no positive reason for saying so, I believe 
that we shall find the deposits in the Savings 
Bank-which form the real test of the prosperity 
of the working men of the colony-will during 
the next twelve months show a very serious 
falling-off indeed. I have had uo opportunity 
of ascertaining what the returns are, but from 
conversations I have had with various classes 
of colonists, and from the many years' experi
ence I have had in the colony, I am positively 
convinced that the prosperity of the colonv 
is undoubtedly on the wane from many causes. 
Po"ibly climatic~auses may be amongst·the chief; 
but that we are on the eve of what is generally 
known as "bad times" I do not think can be de
nied by anyone who has taken any interest in the 
affairs of the Australian colonies during the past. 
Look at L•ur coasting trade! Let any hem. gen
tleman inquire from shipping firms, and ·what 
do they tell you? They will tell you that twelve 
or eighteen months ago they could hardly find 
ships enough to convey goods from one port to 
m10ther, hut that now vessels are travellinrr in 
many cases half empty, and in some cases quite 
empty. At present there is a bit of a stir 
along- the coast, bringing clown produce from 
the Northern ports, to be distributed in various 
parts of the South. There is no doubt that 
during part of the year the sugar industry 
alone supplies a large shipping trade. It will be 
something like 40,000 tons this year; but that 
will be all over by Christmas, and then what is 
going to take its place? I cannot look to a single 
place along the Northern coast where there are 
any manifest signs of that prosperity which 
prevailed a couple of years ago. It is all 
in vain to tell people that they have been 
going on wrong lines. Y on may tell them 
that, and some hon. members may think 
they know more about business of the kind I 
refer to up north than the people of the North do 
themselves ; but, sir, the fact remains that con
fiden"e is so utterly destroyed that it will take 
years to re-establish it; and in the meantime the 
revenue-which h; wlmt we m·e discussing to
night-must undoubtedly suffer. If the people 
a1:e prosperm1s the .revenue thriyes and prospers 
al•o, and il reacts, of course, upon the Uuv· 

ernment. I consider, sir, that the present 
Government are in a most unenviable position. 
Everything seems warring against them. Provi
dence even seems against them, and they are now 
giving themselves the final kick, which, before 
very long, is undoubtedly going to bring them to 
ruin. As a matter of fact, the people outside 
do not care what is the policy of the Government. 
'What the Government have to do is to keep the 
people prosperous. Directly the people begin to 
feel their prosperity is waning, they ask, "Why is 
this? How is it that during the five yettrs of 
lVIcllwraith we were all doing so well, and now 
the moment there is a change we are not 
making as rnuch Jnoney as we were doing?" 
That is the way the working man looks at it. I 
do nut believe he cares very much whether it b 
lVIcllwraith or Griffith who is in power. \Vhat 
he wants is prosperity to himself, and he believes 
in the party, no matter who they may be, that 
bring that prosperity. I am not posing as the 
working man's advocate, but we all know that 
it is the working man who pulls the strings at 
election times ; and as long as he sees he is 
prosperous he is perfectly satisfied. Many of 
them do not know who are the members of the 
House, or '.'ihom the Ministry are composed of. 
But let them feel the bad times are coming; let 
them feel that their employment is going to be 
cut from under them by the colony being flooded 
with the class of labour which is to compete with 
them, and they will at once turn round, and the 
inevitable result will come about-that they will 
turn upon the Government in power. I believe, 
myself, that the Government foresee this to 
some extent-that a good deal of what I 
have said has already occurred to the Gov
ernment ; and what do they intend to do 
to counteract this bad tide which they see 
coming over the whole colony ? I am sorry to 
say, sir, that I can call it nothing else but a 
gigantic bribe-a bribe of ten millions ! The 
amount, sir, is ludicrous to my mind, because it 
is entirely unnecessary. There is nothing in the 
present prosperity of the colony to justify any 
Government bringing forward such a loan. \Vhy, 
sir, there was nothing in the prosperity the colony 
enjoyed three or four years ago that would have 
justified the late :Yiinistry in talking about such 
a thing as a ten-million loan. The present Gov
ermnent cannot possibly spend ten millions in 
the time they are likely to occupy the Treasury 
benches. Already twelve months of their term 
lmve passed over, and if they pass their Tri
ennial Parliaments Bill they will have only two 
years more to go. But they are not going to 
pass it. They do not wioh to do so; and, giving 
them the very most they can be given, they have 
only four years more to remain in office. I do 
not begrudge them their seats, because I believe
they are doing their best. But, assuming that 
they remain four years longer in office, they 
cannot possibly spend these ten millhns ; and it 
appears to me nothing less than a bribe to the 
constituencies. I am quite prepared, when the 
Loan Estimates are brought down, to see in the 
schedules distributing these ten millions that 
the electorate which I have the honour to repre
sent is getting a very large share of this sum. 
I have no reason for saying so, but I can very 
well understand it ; and I believe that every 
member in the House will get a share of it 
for his constituency. That is the only clutnce 
the Government has ; and I say it is a most 
corrupt way of bribing the constituencies. As I 
have said already, the present Government can
not possibly spend the money during their term 
of office ; and it is monstrous to suppose tha,t the 
next Government should he crippled by their 
action. All they could do would be to carry out 
the policy of their predecessors ; but the mere 
fact uf a change of Government meanE a 
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change of policy, and when the next Govern
lnent cmue into po,ver they must again pro
pound their own loan policy. But, sir, the 
Colonial Treasurer has not told us why it is 
necessary to borrow these ten millions. I think 
the mere statement that he proposed to borrow 
£10,000,000 should have been >tccompanied by 
" schedule of the work to which it was pro
posed to apply the money. I do not think, as I 
pointed out, that the prosperity of the colony 
at the present time is such as would jn;tify the 
investing Imblic at hon1e in freely cmning 
forward to subscribe to this £10,000,000, for 
there is no doubt that the present Government 
do not st>tnd well with the investing puLlic of 
the world, >tnd the hon. gentleman knows that 
very well. The hon gentleman's policy, in my 
opinion, has been the Berry principle of Victori>t. 
Mr. Berry, a few years >tgo, adopted-in fact, he set 
the Premier the example of denouncing capital. 
The capitalist, or the speculator, or the syndic~cte, 
or anyone who had any more than the ordinary 
run of people, was denounced in Victoria, and the 
consequence was that at the time of " Black 
Thursd>ty" Mr. Berry adopted a policy which 
drove the whole investing public of Victoria out 
of th>tt colony, and they came up here. Th>tt was 
the first thing that gave Queensland a start 
under the last Ministry. It was the tcdverse 
policy of Victoria towards capitalists th>tt 
drove them up here; they found that they had 
better opportunities for investing in Queensland 
than in Victoria, and the consequence was that 
they came up to Queensland, and Victoria 
regretted it. The present Government has 
been doing just the s>tme. Its policy has 
been the reverse of the policy of the previous 
Government which encouraged 1nen of Ineans, 
and which believed that capital and labour 
must go hand-in-hand, am! that you c>tnnot 
benefit capital without benefiting labour. 
But the present Government has reversed 
that policy, and by their denunciations of 
capit>tl and their denunciation of everyone 
who wishes to foster and develop the industries 
of the colony, and anyone who happens to 
succeed, as a foe to the best interests of the 
country, they are forcing capital to be held back. 
There is no new capital being invested in Queens
land, and I maintain that the effect of this policy 
will be felt when the British inve,ting public are 
told that they are to be asked to tender for a 
lo>tn of £10,000,000, ttnd that their security was 
in no wtty improved from what it was under 
the previous Government, that was always 
content with a three-million loan, which was 
the highest they ever asked for. I said just now 
that I thought if we maintained our present 
revenue-that is, the revenue of the past year
for the present year, it would really be almost as 
much as the most s>tnguine could expect. I can
not see where the increase is to come in. There 
has been " terrible decrease in the land revenue. 
Even if the Minister for Lands gets his Land 
Bill through, it cannot possibly come into force 
before the 30th June. Assuming that it came 
into force on the 1st January, the squatters are 
allowed six months within which to surrender 
their runs. It is not to be supposed that 
>tny<me will surrender a single clay before 
he is compelled to do so, because, if he 
does, his run, which averages 9s. per square 
mile, is at once raised to £1. He h>ts nothing to 
gain by it; so that no business man will do so 
before the 30th .June. It is impossible that any 
increase can accrue to the revenue from land. 
Again the policy of the Government is such that 
sales by auction are being suspended to a very 
great extent. I believe the Minister for Land,; 
has relented a little; I suppooe he wanted money 
for the Trea~ury, aml the Trea;urer br,mght 
some pressure to bectr. He has ]Jeen already to 

a certain extent reversing the policy which he 
was going tu stand or fall by. There is no 
conditional selection going on, at least not to a 
very great extent ; nothing like there was in 
past years. The colony seems to be paralysed so 
far as that is concerned. It is a singular 
thing that the only land selection which has 
been going on to any great extent during the 
]a;t two or three months has Leen in home· 
stmtds. In the district I represent I find that 
everyorJe i8 going in for lunne~teads, and quite 
right. I am very glack becJLme I <tl Wttys de
nounced the present J,>tud Bill, as it will 
htke aw>ty the very inducement which brings 
immigrants to the colony-that is, the getting of 
a freehold. The moment the Minbter for Lands 
laid his Land Bill on the bble there was such " 
terror amongst the people that everyone who 
could get a homestead h>ts got it bef0l'e the 
injurious policy of the Minister for Lands was 
going to shut hin1 out from ever getting a free
hold. That is a very signifimtnt fact, but it 
is a plain bet. I wish to point out that 
the colony is not in that prosperous state 
which would justify the Treasurer in bringing 
down this Statement. I maintain that it is not, 
and that the feeling of distrust and suspicion 
amongst all classes in the colony is bound to 
react upon the revenue during the prPsent year. 
If the revenue for the colony remains for the 
current year the same as it was for the last ye11r, 
we shall have clone very well indeed, >tnd 
the Treasurer will deserve credit for having 
tided the colony over a very critical period 
of its history. If he does that what will 
be the result ?-that instett<l of this surplus 
of £44,841 there will be >tn actual deficit 
of £137,000! That is ab"uming that there 
is no falling-off in the revenue. In a progressive 
colony like this, there should not only be no 
falling-off, but there should be a positive increase. 
The colony could absorb 30,000 immigrants a 
ye>tr ; we did that last year ; and, as the Trea
surer said the other night, every individual in 
the colony contributed £9 to the revenue, then 
30,000 people coming to the colony woald in
crease the revenue by a quarter of a million. 
There could be no possibility of a decrease, ttml 
even accepting the Treasurer's statement that 
there will be a possible incr,case of £44,000 in 
the revenne, that is altogether inacleqmtte to 
the increase the colony might reusOimbly expect. 
There is evidently something wrong if the hon. 
Treatlnrer can ::;how onlv such a, small increase a'-i 
£44,000, when he says" we can look forward to 
" l>trge development of all our industries. It 
is the gTeatest farce to tell us we have any reason 
to look forward to ttnything of the sort during 
the next year. There is an increase in the 
expenditure of no less th>tn £233,000, and 
there is nothing in the present state of 
the colony to justify that enormous increase. 
There is one matter, sir, to which I would refer 
-one to which the hon. member for Blackall 
referred briefly-th>tt is, the proposed alteration 
in the excise duty on colonial rum. Of course 
I shall be, when that Bill is brought on, quite 
prepared to refer to it ; and I think it is only 
reasonable that a certain amount of assistance 
should be given to develop the whole of our 
colonial industries. But, sir, I would point out 
" matter which very likely has escaped the 
notice of the Colonial Treasurer in connection 
with that question; and that is that the 
falling off in dnty has been to a great 
extent, though not wholly, brought >tbout by 
the fact of a new industry having sprung up, 
in consequence of which, molasses, which formerly 
went into consumption at the distilleries, finds a 
very much better nmrket out of the colony th<tu 
ever it fouml in the colony. In fttct, tu put 
the thing pmctic>tlly, I may stty th:.t, where:.s 
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distillerir~ were in the habit of paying 15s. for 
every hundred gallons of molasses for distill
ing, manufacturers of g·olden syrup and other 
pmducts, in Victoria and :New South \Vales, 
m·e able to give the planters 25s. for eYery 
hundred gallons net, the consequence being 
that the distilleries are unable to compete with 
the new industry. If the Treasurer will examine 
into that he will find it has a t;reat deal to do 
with many of the distilleries-especially in the 
southern portion of the colony-being closed. I 
shall not say any more on the question, but I 
hope some practical men on the other side will 
give us the benefit of their opinion on the 
pmctimtl bearing- of the :B'inancial Statement of 
the Treasurer on the colony at larg-e. 

The Hox. R. B. SHERIDA::'f said: I rise, 
sir, to say a few words on this very important 
subject. I have listened with much attention to 
the ~peeches this evening, and the conclusion to 
which I luwe come I will briefly state. I have 
heard members on the other side repeatedly 
state th>et it was entirely owing to the bold 
poliey and high character of their leader (Sir T. 
Mcllwraith) that the pre"ent Colonial Treasurer 
was able so successfully to float the last loan. 
Kow, I deny this altogether; and I will give 
my re>esons for that denhtl. I am of opinion 
that, first, it was owing to the repeal of the 
British-India Coolie Eill, and the preventing of 
that race fro1n cmning to tbis country, and 
elbowing, as it were, the white man out. That, 
sir, is my fi'"t reason why the loan was floated 
so successfully. Jlily second reason is, the pro
hibition of Chinese coming to this country, and
in the same manner as the British-India coolies
elbowing out the white man. That, sir, is my 
second reason. l\Iy third reason is perhaps of 
more importance still ; and that is, the issue of 
reg·ulations for the suppression of the Polynesian 
slave trade, thus saving the British Empire from 
having the foulest blot that could possibly be 
placed upon a nation by one of her youngest 
colonies becoming literally a dealer in slaves. 
That, sir, is my third reason. l\Iy fourth reason 
why this loan was so successful is tlutt we 
were able to frustrate the machinations of the 
"Transcontinent>tl swindle." I cannot speak of 
that circumstance in any other manner than in 
the belief that it was an invention for the pur
po~e of carrying out the greatest swindle ever 
perpetrated in any country. That, sir, is my 
fourth reason. l\Iy fifth reason is, that it was 
proposed to introduce a Land Bill which wonld 
enable a white population from eYery country in 
Europe to settle down in the colony, and find a 
home and plenty. That, sir, is my fifth reason. 
My sixth reason--

Mr. STEVENSOK: Don't number them! 
The HoN. R. B. SHERIDAX: I will g-ive 

the numbers. I have taken the hon. member's 
number long ago. lYly sixth reason is, that the 

ln·esent Uovernrnent are not a race of Rpecu
ators. They go before the country as honest 

men ; they do not go to England for the 
purpose of carrying out their own affairs, and 
then come back and try to make peovle 
believe that they were working- in the interests 
of the colony while they were absent. My 
seventh reason is, that the present Govern
ment have a bold public works policy, a policy 
which will cause expenditure of public money in 
the colony, and a policy which will improve the 
country. Jlily eighth reaROn-and nearly, thoug-h 
not 'luite my last----is that we have been ahlo to 
expose the machinations of ".\.li Baba and the 
celebrated :B'orty Thieves." That has been men
tioned se,·eral times, hut it cannot be too often 
repeated, because it is ]mtent to everyone that 
the little ::;ame <>f the great '' .~li Baba aml the 
l'vrty Thitnes·' !Ms been expooed. }Jut the .laoi 

and strong-eRt reason comes now; and that is, tlu\t 
we were able to turn out the late G-overntnent; 
and I believe that is the reason why the loan 
was so sucee"fully floated, and that the other 
large loan contemplated will be quite as success
fully carried into effect. 

Question put and passed. 

On the motion of the COLONIAL THEA
SUHEJt, the CHA!l\)JA:-1 left the clw,ir, reported 
progreR~, and obtained leave to Hit ag·ain to
UlOlTOW. 

LOCAL AUTHOIUTIES BY-LAWS BILL 
-COl\ll\IITTEE. 

On the motion of the PREMIElt (Hon. S. \V 
Griffith), the Speaker left the chttir, and the 
House resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole to consider this Bill in detail. 

Preamble postponed. 

Clanse 1-" Interpretntion"-passed as printed 

On clause 2, as follows :-
"Every local authority constituted under the Local 

Government Acts is authorised and empmvcrecl to im
pose by by-law, and to collect, receive, aud retain, 
rcasonahle fees or charges for and in respect of any 
license g-ranted under any by-hL\V which the local ant.llo
rity is by the Local GoYernment Acts or otbenvi::;c 
authorised or Clllpowcred to make, and to impose jn 
like manner, and to eollect, receive, and retain, reason
able toll~. rates, and dues, for the use of roatls, bridges, 
wharves. jetties, or markets, uncler the control of the 
local authority." 

The PREl\lTER said he hmlmentioned on the 
previous tlay that some doubt had been expressed 
as to whether that da1me wou!rl cover a wheel
tax. He believed, himself, that it would, but it 
1night be safer to pnt in a few n1ore wonh;, 
and remove all pos:;ible doubt. He therefore 
J'l'nposed that the following- should be added :-

Any sncll rates or dues may be imposed in the 
form of a tax or charge upon vehicles pas:;ing over the 
roads of the local authority. 
The lang-uag-e of the clause, as he thoug-ht he h>td 
pointed out previom·dy, 'vas the language m.;ed in 
the clause in the Local Governrnent Act~ giving 
power to make by-laws. 

Jliir. BAILEY said he objected to the amend
ment in the interest of the timber-getters. They 
already paid a wheel-tax to the Government, and 
under that amendment they would have to pay 
a tax three or four times over, as they had often 
tu take the timl1et' they c'uTied through three or 
four divisions, each of which would be em
powered by the amendment to levy a tax on 
them. It was a scandalous proposal. 

Mr. BEATTIB sairl he would point out that, 
in sorne cases, thnber-getterK \vho were near a 
railway could send their timber by rail, and 
thus increase the tmflic upon the lines, but 
sometimes to save that expense they travelled 
from one point to another and cut up the roads. 
He did not think an excessive tax would be 
imposed by diYisioual boards, and he thought 
it was only fair that the timber -getters 
should contribute wmething- to the revenue 
for repairing- the roads. But he did not rise to 
speak on that matter. He wished to refer to the 
amendment moYed by the Premier. It would 
give local bodies power to charg-e a license fee 
on all vehicles whether public or private, or 
whether plying for hire or not. l'fe did not 
object to that, because the owners of dmy;; plying
for hire, wood-eartH, and all Huch vehicles going 
into mnnicip1tlities had to pay a license fee, 
and he did not see why anyone who could afford 
to keep :1 buggy should not pay smnething 
toward~ the rn;:tintenance of the road::; a:.; 
well a' the dravumn and the W<•od-carLer. 
He had alll·<tys mairltdiJJed that if at,~.. wa;, ie\ ied 
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everyllody should llc served alike, and he wonld 
[cl ways endeavour, in any boar'! he was connected 
with, to place all on the same footing. 

Mr. BAILEY said the tax in the case of 
ti1nUer-g-ettcrs was exceptionaL ::\'ine ont of 
"'·ery ten timber-getters were, he believed, 
selectors who already paid divi:-;ional rates ::tH 

well as a license fee to the (;o,-emuient for 
every w·aggnn th12y drove. T\nw it W<LH Jn·opoHC(t 
to tax the111 aga.in probably fonr or fi \'8 time:-; 
over. Tlmt would be a ;:.:Teat injtmtiec. In his 
own district he knew that when an attempt was 
nu:tde to ilnpo.'"ie a, wheel-tax on tiluher-getterf:l 
there was ft \'Cry strong OlJP()i-)ition to it. rrhc 
timber-g·etters were r1uite agreeable to widen the 
tires of their wheeb so that tl:ey should do as 
little damage as J1!lssible to the roads, for the 
maintenance of which they were already paying. 
They w·ere ready to do ttnything in renson, bu.t 
they objected to be made liable to pay an adrh
tional tax. The amendment was absmd. 

lYir .. AJ:tCHJ:':R said he was exactly of the same 
opinion as the hon. member for }'ortituJe Valley. 
He did not think it would be the slightest hard
ship to the timber-getters to be taxed. Of course 
they might be taxed in such a way as to stop 
their trade, as the hon. member for \Vide .lhy 
said; but he thought it absmd to suppose that 
any divisional board woulcl put such a tax on 
them. He thought the tax would be a benefit. to 
them by contributing to having- the roads kept 
in better order, aucl thus ::;a Ying horRe and 
llullock power, which they now lo:;t through the 
road,; being in bad order. He knew that the 
powers of taxation given to cliYit:ion::tl boards 
had heen a distinct benefit to the people in this 
way-that they had roads made now which were 
never m:tdc before. The fn,rmer and the timber
getter could more easily get where they wanted 
to go, am! the roads were kept in a. better stttte 
of repair. A light tax upon the tnuber-get.ter 
\nmld be more than compemated for by a savmg 
of labour in dragging the timber to market.. They 
would have a good road instead of a bad one. He 
did not see why, becauRe a. 1nan 'va.~. rt seleo<:tor 
and went in for timber-g·etting, he should not be 
just ae well ple,ctscd \Yith" good road us anybo,)y 
else. The tax would really make it ectsier for 
the timber-getter to carry on his trade. 

Mr. STEV EXS Raid there waR a good deal of 
force in what httd fallen from the hrm. member 
for \Vide Bay. He thought it would ue unfair 
to impo'e a tax upon timber-getters when the~· 
had already to pay a license fee. There was no 
doubt that the more money that was epent upon 
roads the better they were, but he would point 
out that they had evidence of a very strong feel
ing on the part of divisional hoards to impose a 
very heavy tax upon timber-getterR. They had 
already tci pay a whecJ-tax, and he thought it 
unfair to ask them to pay a second tax of the 
kind. He thoug-ht the amendment proposed by 
the Premier might be altererl so as to exempt 
timber-getters. 

Mr. BAILEY said he could suggest a way out 
of the difficulty- that the present wheel-t"x 
levied by tbe Government should be paid to the 
divisional bmuds. 

The Hox Sin T. MciLWllAITH: Wlmt 
wheel-tax? 

Mr. BAILEY : Their license fee. Every 
timber-getter httd to pay a license for enry 
waggon he used. 

Hoxm:IUBLE ::VInrm:ns : Xo. 
:\Ir. BAILEY said that every man who walker! 

beside a ti1nber waggon had to pay a license fee 
to the Government, »nrl tlwt came to the salllc 
thin;; :ls "wherl-t'"'· 

:\!r. ~\HCHER .' Th( rma11'li'' ,;;et the timber 
pa.vu a ncsn::,e fqr 1t. 

' 1881-2:t: 

Mr. BAILEY said the ma,n who did the 
driYing- \Yas not getting tituber, and the 1nen 
employed constantly rlriving had to pay the 
license fee. Another point he would like to 
llleution in fasonr of the tin1Lcr-getters war-; that, 
since they wet·e accu;ed of cutting up the roads, 
it ,,hould be rem cm be red that thuNe men had 
made a lar~e number of the roads themselves. 
l\iany of tl~e roadH now being nHetl by th: divi~ 
:-;ional board:-; were ori.cdually made lly the tuuher~ 
o·ettere. Thov "·ere the men who discovered mu! 
~nwle the best roachi, and the pul 'lie were now 
llCllefiting by their work. He had gone through 
a piece of country in hiH di:-3trict t.Lnd cmne acros:-; 
twentv or thirtv timber-getters' roads, and they 
harlne,·er a•;ke.cl for any repayment of the cost 
of 1naking those roads. 

The HoN. Sm T. i\IciLWRAITR: I should 
think not. -

J\h'. BAILEY said that, by the amendment 
propoNed, they were to be called upon to pay 
twice over for the repair of the roads they had 
then1NelveN originally 1nade and were no'v using. 
He should not ha,:e the slightest objection if 
the (~overnment gave the divisional boards the 
tax which they now levied upon the >Irivers of 
wao·gons. '!'he didsional boards should get the 
lic;,ise fee, as they were justly entitled to it. 
\Vhy should the Government levy a wheel-tax? 
If the divi,-ional boards got the fee they could do 
\Yithnut the amendment. His principal objection 
to the amendment was that there would be no 
limit to the taxation under it. Those men went 
through seventl divisions; each diYisional board 
could lev~· a tax, and the consc'}uence would be 
that some of the men might be taxed four or 
five titueH over. 

J\Ir. XORTOJ'\ said that he thought the levying 
of a general wheel-tax wonld be a very fttir thing 
to do ; hut there were some cases in which the 
impooition of such tt tax would bear very h~rdly 
upon n1en having tean1s. He \Vould n1ent1on a 
case which he. knew himself. He knew a man 
who was employed in his own district, partly iLS 

" carrier ancl partly as a timber-getter. At 
times when there was not a great deal of 
timber-carryinu· to be clone, and he could 
not occupy the whole of hiN time, he did 
other carrying work. 'l:'hat man paid. a 
tilnber license and also a ltcense as a earner. 
In the prosecution of his work as a carrier he 
went. through one division into another, >end then 
into a third ; and if the amendment was cttrried 
as woposed, that man would have to pay a tax 
in every one of those three divisions ; >end yet, in 
order to keep himself constantly employed, he 
already paid a timber license and a carrie_r's 
licem;e. He did not <1uite agree, ho\\·ever, with 
what had fallen from the hon. member for 
\Vide !3ay with regard to the timber licenses, 
because he did not think the Government, 
::tH it w:1s, got m; rnuch :1s they ought to 
get from the State timber. He thought tha 
the Government might make some different 
armngement by which they would get more 
than they did at present from the timber of the 
colony, and without imposing a tax upon those 
1nen \·rho were engaged partly as carriers and 
partly as timber-dmwers. He did not see him
self exactly how it could be done at present, but 
he felt snre some such arrangement could be 
made. 'C"nder the proposed amendment those 
men would hale to ptty an additional tax in each 
division they passed through, in addition to the 
licenses they now had to pay. 

?.Ir. S;\IYTH sai'l there were two diYisiow; 
in the district ont·-idc the municipality of C:ympie, 
:tnd :-nmc dozen--~ ()f tirnber \\-,-J;...;·gm1:-: ]I<Lf'JofXi 

thrnngh t.hc 1111111ie palit~~ d:lil}- 1 rnor:;t o{ HuJttL 
drr-1win·~ Um.bRr 1 . .-1 1he rai}\\-;l-- ~t1.Lir_~n i 1' l··c 
t;;.ken c·n t0 2Inryboroubh ' and fhcmgh the lnnni .. 
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cipality of Gym pie had constantly to keep the 
roads in repair, they were not receiving one penny 
from the timber-getters. He did not agree with 
what had fallen from the hon. member for Port 
Curtis, that the Government were not gettino
enough from the timber. The persons engaged 
in the timber trade were already paying too 
much for it, and many mills in the Maryborouuh 
district had to be closed, because they could n°ot 
compete with the American, New Zealand, and 
other timber coming into the market. The 
timber-getters and those engaged in the trade 
had to go to the expense of making roads 
into the scrubs to get at the timber, and 
they then had to pay as high a price for 
the timber as the price for which it might 
be cut and put on board a vessel in New 
Zealand. He thought, instead of throwing diffi
c;llties in the· way of the timber trade, the 
hovernment should be a good deal more lenient 
with those engaged in it. It would be quite 
right to give up the licenses paid by the timber
getters to the divisional boards, provided they 
were equally divided amongst the divisional boards 
of the divisions through which they passed, though 
there might be found some difficulty in doing 
that. The clause also provided for the collecting 
of tolls, and in that connection he might mention 
that not long ago there was a "run1pus," he 
thought, between the Maryborough Municipality 
and a divisional board outside it, and one of the 
parties-he thought the Maryborough Council
put up a toll-gate, and the tax fell upon wood
carters, water-carters, and market-carts. He 
agreed with what had been said-that the 
municipalities did not do justice to one class of 
the people. They taxed the unfortunate wood
carter and water-carter, and they let the grocers' 
bakers', and butchers' carts, and buggies, go free: 

Mr. NOHTON said he thought the hon. 
gentleman who had just spoken made a mistake 
in one respect. He said that the timber-carriers 
went through municipalities, cutting up the 
streets, and that the municipalities got no benefit 
from them. ·vvould the hon. member prefer that 
the timber-getters shonld give up altogether? 
Then they would have none of them g·oing 
through the streets, and could not impose a 
tax. The municipalities made a great deal more 
indirectly by the trade these mel1 brought than 
they would get from a wheel-tax. In such a 
place as Gympie, where there was a large timber 
tracte, the town benefited, and the corporation 
funds also benefited, from these men passing 
through. 

Mr. SMYTH said that there was a great 
difference between the timber trade in theN orth
where the timber was obta,ined by vessels from 
Victoria bringing up all their own supplies, and 
going back to Victoria without giving any benefit 
to this colony-and that which was carried on by 
the timber waggons. 

Mr. BEATTIE said he thought that the hon. 
member for Gympie was wrong in saying that 
there were a great many mills in Maryborough 
at present closed because thev could not sell 
their timber. That was not the fault of the 
timber-getters, but of the mill proprietors, who 
wanted too much for their timber. They could 
sell timber if they would only sell it cheaper ; 
and still they went to the Government and asked 
them to put an import duty on timber coming 
from other parts of the world. Timber that two 
or three years ago could be got for 16s. or 18s., 
the buyer had now to pay 24s. for. If the mill 
proprietors would be content with less profit they 
would sell a great deal more timber. It was the 
mill proprietor, not the timber-getter, who g-ot 
he profit. 

Mr. SMYTH saict that of course the hon. 
ember for the Valley was altogether wronll'. 

At the present time the mill proprietors were 
paying too much for their timber. The growers 
were not getting too much for it, hut the labour 
of getting it was so great that it cost as much as 
it could he put aboard a vessel in New Zealand 
for. 

The PREMIER said it occmred to him that 
the power to tax vehicles which cut up roads wa,s 
a power the local authorities ought to have. 
P1·ima fctcie there was no reason why it should 
not be given to them. They could do it by 
putting up toll-bars, but that was a cumbrous 
and oppressive plan, and it was far more conve
nient to charge a man, say, 10s. for the whole 
ye:tr. They need not adopt that plan unless 
they chose; it was only giving them the power to 
adopt it if they did chooc<e. 

Mr. BAILEY said tlmt an instance of how 
that would work was snpplied by Gympie. 'l'he 
tim her-getters there harl to pass through three 
divisions, and they would have to pay the tax in 
each, and that after the Government had levied a 
tax on them at the beginning, and after nine
tenths of them had paid their divisional board 
rates besides. It would be a most cruel imposi
tion. If the divisional boards had power to tax, 
they would tax~ that was his experience ; they 
would have no mercy, and if they could pitch on 
a small class of men like these they would take 
the last penny they could from them. They had 
tried to impose the tax, and though the timber
getters were at first inclined to resist, they had 
agreed to make a compromise by having broader 
tires to their wheels so that they would not 
injure the roads. To some roads now they 
actually did good instead of harm ; the broad 
wheels acted something like the steam-rollers 
down here. 

Mr. ARCHER said the divisional hoards, 
unless they were fools, would not kill the goose 
that laid the golden egg. 'l'hey would rather 
encourage the trade which was a benefit to them 
than do anything to stop it. 

Mr. ISAMBERT said that there was danger 
of inflicting a hard"hip on the carriers if a 
provision w·ere not made to limit the extent of 
taxation. How would timber-getters fare if they 
had to go through seYer:tl divisions and pay :t 
tax in efteh ; or carriers going three or fonr 
hundred miles and Leing t[tXed in each diYision 
they passed through ? 'l'here should be a provi
sion by which the joint taxes levied by divisional 
boards through which carriers p>tssed should not 
exceed a certain sum. 

Mr. STEYENS said it seemed to him that 
under this amenctment divisional boards would 
have the power of vicking out special vehicles 
for the purpose of taxation, and the probable 
result would be that the timber-getters would 
have to pay for their wheels, and the owners of 
all other vehicles would go free. The power to 
impose tolls would enable the authorities to get 
at the owners of all vehicles. As had been 
pointed out by the hon. member for Gympie, 
many timber-getters passed through municipali
ties, starting from outside one boundary and 
having their destination on the other side. Such a 
municipality would, with certainty, impose a tax. 

The PREMIER said he recollected a case in 
which a by-law was framed to this effect : If a 
waggon had broad wheels a license fee of 1s. a 
year was imposed; and the fee was regulated 
accorrling to the breadth of the wheels-a 
narrower-wheeled vehicle paying a larger tax. 
If a man carried a very large wuggon-load on 
very narrow wheels, £10 a year would uot be too 
1nuch to charge him, because one waggon of that 
kind would do a great deal more damage in one 
year than £10 would repair. He thought there 
was no danger in placing such a power as 
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that proposed in the hands of divisional boards. 
They were trusted with much more important 
matters than this. 

Mr. MIDGLEY said he rememberetl that at 
one of his electi0n meeting-s there wa-s one 1nan 'vho 
kept hiln nearly an hour vvanting to know his 
opinion very distinctly upon this subject of a 
wheel-tax and licensed g<otes. To many of the 
electors in his constituency such a power as that 
given to di vit:~ional boardR would be considered 
highly objectionable, antl if he .did not use 
hi:-5 voice a.nd Yote ag-ahu;t it he :-;hould 1Je 
dcpttl'tin~ frmn the wi8hes of hii"i cmwti
tnentf.:, and uot he trne to hi:-; own convic
tion~ on the NHl1ject. The oLjection to sneh a.n 
itupn~·:itiou W~L:-:; not :-;o JllllCh the :tlnonnt that 
won id have to be paid, '" the fact tlmt the tax 
would be petty a.ud Yexatiow;-the hnpo:-;ition of 
a tax upon a cla.:-;::-; of Jnen who were producers
who had to toil hard for what they got, and who, 
by their labour, conferred a benefit on the com
munity, producing that which wn,s in constant 
dmnand, and engaged in an industry thut 'vas 
one of the most important in the colony. The 
uttempt to impose such a tax would 'be very 
vexatious und unjust. To be just in the matter 
would necessita.te n, vast amount of calculation 
and trouble in finrling out how rnany vehicles 
a man had got, what kind of wheels they had, and 
how many times each particular individual used 
a particular road. It would be just as rea,on
able to give divieional boards the power to impose 
a special tax upon people who used a well or 
dam in a particular locality, because that par
ticular well or dam had been made for the 
cmmervation of water and was used by people in 
a particular locality. Those people ought to pay 
a special tax~at least that was the logical 
inference. He thought this was an attempt 
at taxation in the wrong direction. Hpecial 
taxation upon men who worked hcnd and 
for .the 1nost part only got weekly wages 
ought not tn be carried any further than it 
lmd been up to the present time. Let them 
tax the pianos of the country if need be, or the 
bicycles, or something of tlutt wrt, but let 
them not tax an industry hy which a man gnt a 
living. 

l\Ir. BUOKLAX]) saitl he would point out 
to the Committee that the difficulty under 
which the divisional boards laboured was that 
many of the timber-getters were not taxpayers; 
consequently they cut up the roads to a very 
large extent, and no revenue was derived 
from them. As an instance, he mig-ht say 
that during the construction of the Sandgate 
Railway a large nnmber of team,; were employed 
by men who did not pny one shilling towards 
the revenue of those divisions through which 
they travelled, and in so doing cut up the mads. 
He knew at the present time, in the division 
of Tingalpa, that a road that the board had lately 
gone to some consi(lerable ex])ense in forn1ing was 
almost destroyed within a month by two or 
three timber wnggons going over it in wet 
weather. Those waggons were owned by men 
who did not contribute anything to the divisional 
board rates. That was the ]n·incipal can,;e of 
the introduction of this tax. He thought the 
clauRe 'va~ a very good one indeed, because it 
was left to the discretion of the board to tax 
men who contributed nothing to the revenue of 
the division whose rcmds they used and cut up. 

Mr. GROOM said one thing had been over
looked by hon. members who were opposing the 
amendment. The money deri Yell at the present 
time fn'r the maintenance of the roads in the par
ticubr district referred to by the hon. member 
for \Vide Btty, and in the Hosnlie Division, was 
chiefly derived from the farming class. That 
clae.:., as a rule, had their produce taken to 
m:uket in drays which did 'not injure the road,;, 

and they complained, and he thought with jns
tice, that they had to hear an additional burden 
of tctxation to pay for the repair of roads chiefly 
used ctnd cut up by timber-getters. On that 
account the tax was justifiable. In bringing the 
timber into the municipality of Toowoomba no 
tax was imposed on the carriers, and he had seen 
as many as half-a-do~en timber drays going through 
the town every day. No tax was imposed, for the 
reason given by the hon. member for Port 
Cnrtit-i, tha,t those Hien brought a certain 
am<Junt of trade intn the town. It "''" the 
ont;:;ide titnber-gcttel'R who brought in Ia.rge 
lug:-i on waggmt:s with narrow \\·heel~ ·who ought 
to be ktxetl, because they cut np the t'o>ttls an<l 
tu;vle thmn in!pa.~Sa,ble for fartHer.-;, 'vho could 
twt bring in their produce to nmrket. \Vhy 
Hhould not those tilnber-getten; contribnte some
thing tow:uds the revenue of the diYisiuual 
boards by paying a wheel-tax, and in that 
mmmer liquidate part of the expenses of keeping 
the roads in repair? As the hon. member for 
Blackall had said, those men derived the 
largest amonnt of benefit, because, if the roads 
were kept in repair, they had less difficulty 
in bringing their timber to market ; sn that in 
every way it was looked at it was a most 
justifiable tax. He did not take the despondent 
view that the hon. member for \Vide Bay did. If 
the timber-getters in his district were anything 
like those he (Mr. Uroom) knew of, they were 
not such a very poor class of men, for he had 
heard some of them boast that they made from 
£,)to £10 a week at their lmsiness. There could 
be no objection to a tax of this kind. It would 
be paid with the greatest cheerfulness, because 
the tintber-getters' occupation 'vas a very }Jrnfit
ahle one, and the better the roads were made for 
them the more profitable the occupation became. 

Mr. BAIL '(1;y said the timber-getters he knew 
of did not make money in the way spoken of by 
the hon. member for Toowoomba. Timber was 
sold abunt 20 per cent. clearer in Toowootnba 
than in the \Vide llay district, and, as he had 
pointed out, three-quarters of the timber-getters in 
his district were selectors who already paid divi
sional board taxes. Besides that, if the divisional 
boards were so hard up fpr money to make n•ads 
why ciid they not apply to the Government for 
that tax which the tim her-getters paid for the 
privilege of nsing \vaggons? That would have 
been a much better plan than the Government 
taxing the tin1ber-getters, and then co1ning down 
upon them with another tax. If the divisional 
boards had any kindly feeling they would have 
sairl, " Those men are already taxed, and let us 
go to the Gove.·nment and ask them to hund over 
to ue the tax they already impose." But to ask 
the (~overnment to levy another tax was rather 
cruel on the part of the divisional boards, and 
showed what he had before said, that they would 
tax wherever they had a chance, and tax to the 
last penny. If they could get hold of any small 
body of men like timber-getters they had no 
mercy. They did defend them se! ves in \Vide Bay 
once, ctnd they came to the compromise to which 
he had referred~that they would use wider 
wheeh so as not to injure the roads. He was 
sorry that a Liberal Government should seek to 
impose a tax on some of the hardest working 
pioneers of the country. 

Mr. NORTON said that, theoretically, the tax 
was ::t good one, but judging frorn cases that he 
knew, he believed that, as applied to timber
getters, it wonld lead to considerable hardship. 
In his own district, till recently, there were no 
timber-getters. Xow seveml mills had been 
started, and had done a great deal of good to the 
district. ::11ost, of the men engaged in c"'rrying 
tin1ber were sdectnr~, a.nd all of then1 were 
taxpayero, beoides ha•·in~: to pay their licellB<i 
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under the Timber Licenses Act· and it 
would be rather bard upon then{ to have 
to )lay an additional impost as proposed. 
It must be remembered that the divisional 
boards derived a great benefit from the existence 
of the timber trade-far greater than the mere 
tax of itself would produce. If it was decided 
to impose a wheel-tax, of course it ought to be 
imposed on all alike, but it would put an in
"'Jttitablc burden on that class of men unless 
'<Jme metcns could be devised to relieve them of 
it-such as compounding for it by handing over 
to the hoards the license fees they now paicl to 
the Government--otherwise it would have a most 
deterrent effect upon the industry. 

The ATTORNEY-GEl\.ERAL (Hon. A. 
Rut1edge) said that, as to the complaint of the 
hon. member for \Vide Bay that a Liberal Gov
Prnrnent "rere anxiouf:i to impo~e a tax on a 
particular class of men, be did not understand 
the amendment as nn attempt to impose a 
tax at all. It was simply to facilitate a 
means of obtaining revenue from a certain class 
of traffic which divisional boards hac\ now the 
power to levy in a more objectionable way. 
The hon. member for Gym pie had instanced the 
case of his own electorate, \\'here timber was 
carted through two divisional boards and a 
municipality before it reached the railway. Each 
of those local authorities had a right, if it thought 
proper, to erect a toll-gate. It was surely far 
less objectionable to levy a reasonable wheel-tax 
than to erect three sets of toll-gates ; and that 
was all that the amendment proposed to do. 
The erection of toll·gates would lead to an outcry 
all over the colony. So far from a Liberal 
Government being blamed for wishing to impose 
a tax, they should be commended for showing 
the way out of a difficulty which would certainly 
arise before long. As to the transfer of the license 
fee from the Government to the divisional boards, 
how would that benefit the timber-getters? \V hat 
the an1end1nent proposed was a rea.:-:onable charge, 
and that charge would cmne before the <iovel'uor 
in Council, aiHl be carefully scrntinisetl before 
being allowed. ~o G-ovenuncnt having tlw 
interests of the colony rtt heart would allow any 
divisional b(JU.rt1~ .seize<l \\'ith a nutuia forta.xati(m, 
to do anything unjust in the slmpe of decbring 
·tn impost of that kind. 

Question-, That the words proposer! to be a<lded 
be so added-put. 

The Committee divided:-

AYES, 16. 
1Sir T. )lcllwraith, ::\Icssrs. RntleUgc, Griflith, ::\lilcg, 

nuttou, :Sheridan, Groom, Brookes, ,t;myth, Jordan, 
T_ Camp hell, Bbtck, Archer, Bucklanll, _Perguson. and 
llorwltr.. 

Xo.Es, i. 
:\£e~:-<l'::<. );orlon. firimei\ Li~t-llL'r, llaHt·y. ..'.Iillgley, 

!'\ t rTCll:-<, ami Isam bert. 

Queotion resolved in the "ttinnntive. 
~Jr. BAILEY said he would like to ask the 

, \ttm·ney-l+eneml whether the timber-g·etters 
were at present taxed for driving wag"gonl'i, a,nd_ 
to what ttmount? The Colonial Treasurer was 
Hot in his place, or he would be able to inform 
him ; but no doubt the Attorney-General knew 
the law. 

The ATTOHi\'"EY-GEXERAL said the only 
tnx charged on vehicles was that under the 
Carriers Act, one of the provisions in which 
snid:-

" It ~-;hall not he 1:-twfnl for any person to earry for hire 
heyomi the boundaries o[ a mnnicipality, uulc:-~~ he ~hall 
Jmve fir:st obtained from a eourt of pctt:v ~c~~ion~ a, 
lieru~c in the form in the !'~Chctlnlc hcrt'to anne\ctl for 
caeh dray, wa~gon, Ol' othrr Ydnclf' to he n~t·tl lJ~ llim 
in c:nrying for hire, ~nHl ;o.;ttell lit'C'll"<' 1nay lH' ,' ... ;Tantctl to 
au;· perSOl). 011 ra~·mcpt of t)Je t-U Ill of lWt11\y dlilltllC .'' 

lie took it that a mnn who was engaged in con
veying timber from the place where it wns got 
to the railwav station was not a carrier for hire 
in the nwani1ig of that clause at all. 

Mr. :!\'"OR TON: Is that nn official opinion from 
the Attornev-General? 

The ATTORN"EY-GEl\mtAL: The hon. 
1nernber asked for 1ny opinion and I g-ave hiln 
the information I hat!. 

l\[r. XORTON: The lwn. member for \Vide 
B>~y did not nsk fur an opinion from the hon. 
member for Kennedy (l\fr. Rutledge), but frulll 
the Attorney-General. I presume, therefore, it 
was an official opinion. 

Clause as amended agTeed to. 
On clause 3, as follows :-
"Any by-law heretofore matle by a local authority 

wllieh wonlcl ha Ye been valid if made after the pas~ing 
of this Act is hereby declared to be and to have been 
valid." 

Mr. ARCHER said he would like the Premier 
to explain something about the clause. It was 
retrospective. Now, that might suit lawyers, 
but did it suit the public? He would like to 
know what effect the clause would have in 
mntters that had already been settled by the 
court. He wished the by-laws to be valid, and 
of course he was not trying to obstruct the Bill ; 
but he would like to know this : If a person had 
gone to a lawyer, and put a case into his bands, 
and asked, "Can the board un<ler the present 
law exact this from me ?" and supposing the 
lawyer had told him "Xo," and advised him to 
go into court, and the court had sustained the 
lawyer's opinion-would the present clause put 
hirn in the \Vrong ? 

The PREMIER: Ko. 
:Vfr. ARCHER sairl he was only anxious to 

see that no complications arose from the clause 
f01· the benefit of the lawyers and the obstruction 
of the community. It might be that the clause 
being retrospective nlight en~tble a rnnn to bring 
the same case before the court. 

The l'REM IE ll S<tid the deeioion of the 
conrt conht not be npset except by nn appeal to 
the l.'ri vy Council. A lot of useless litigation 
might take pbce if the clause were not made 
re-trospective. 

.i\Ir. ARCR.ER: In what wav? 
The PRKlviiER : Perhnps 300 people might 

bring actions against divisional boards for a 
retnrn of the license fees already paid ; then the 
q ucstion might arise in each c>tse as to whether 
the divisional bonrd was entitled to charge the 
license fee, and, if not, whether the people who 
had paid it were entitled to get it back again. 

Mr. :1\0RTO:!\'" soirl the obiection he took to 
the clause was that it gnve power to local authori
ties which the court said they did not posses". 
After the court had said that, the House stepped 
in and said they had the power. 

}[r. ARCHEH: Xo; they Bhall haYe the 
power. 

}lr. XURTOX : It cloeB not giYe thelll the 
power in a direct wny. 

The PHEMIER : The 2nd clause deals with 
that. 

:Mr. XORTOX : But the clause referred to 
says they have not the power. 

Clatme put aucl passed. 
ClanRe 4-" Mode of making by-laws by joint 

boards in certnin c:tse.,"-passed ns printed. 
Clanse :)-"Short title''-nncl prenmble paHsed. 
On the motion of the PREl\IIER, the CH.\IH

M.\:< left the chair, and reportecl the Bill with tm 
ttmendment. The report was adopted, ttnd the 
thircl reading of the Bill made an Order "f th\l 
V<•)" fur tu-l!JulTV\\·, 
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AD,TOUUXJ\fEX'J'. 
The PREMIER moYetl that this House do 

now adjourn. 
The Ho:-;. Sm T. M elL \VRAITH: I H>lppose 

to-morrow will he occnpierl principally with 
pri mte business? 

The Pl1EMIER: I think so. 
The Ho:-;. Sm T. MuiLWHAITH: Has the 

hnn. gentleman made up his mind yet as to the 
business he will take next week ? 

The PHEMIER: If we sit on J\fonday, it 
be a 1natter of arrang-en1ent. On Tuesday and 
\\~ ednesday we will take the Land Bill. 

The Home adjourned at thirteen minutee< past 
10 o'elock 




