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[11 SEPTEidBEn.] Gympie Gas Company Bill. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
1'/mrsday, 11 Septemue?', 1884. 

nc:-:i;;,·Juttion of the Sergcant-at-AI·ms.- Question.
Immigration .\.et of 1882 Amendment Bill~-third 
read~ug.--Pottigrew Estate Enabling Bill---second 
~·eadmg.--Gym}lic Gas Comp:tny 11ill----second rPa.tl
mg.---.\faryborough Town Hall Bill-seeond reading. 
-Sk.ning's Road Eill--seeontl rending.-:Vlary
horotlgh lhwr•course Bill----seconll rcadi ng.-Gratttitv 
to ::\Irs. BnhOt.-Petition of Leonitlas koledas and 
'rhomas l"leeton.-:Jiaryborough School of Arts Bill. 
-Anuear and Company's Claim and )1r. Drysd.ale.
Local Authoi"ities ll.r-Laws BilL-Adjournment. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

RESIGXATION 01<' THE SERGEANT
AT-ARMS. 

The SPEAKER said: I have the honour to 
report to the House that I this morning re
ceived a letter from Mr. Robert Douglas, resi<m-
ing his position as Sergeant-at-Arms. b 

QuESTION. 
The HoN. Sm T. MolL WRAITH asked the 

Premier-
!. Has the atteulion of the GoYernment heen di

rected to the late annexations of territory by foreign 
nations on the \Yest Coast of Africa with the accorded 
sympathy of the l~nglish Premier, and the probabilitv 
of these annexations being extended to the islands ii1 
the South Pacific, t'>Ome of which adjoin our shor0~t 

2. Has the at tentivn of the GoYcrmnent been directed 
lo ~.he annoullC'Cment maclc by late cablegrams, that the 
elauns of the Dntch to the western half of Xew Guinea. 
have hecn held to have la.p.-.cd, and that no claim~ of any 
Jo:nropean Power to the ~Said portion of that h;lan<l now 
exist r 

:3. In onler to preserve and enforce the clnims of the 
Austr<llian· colonies to that portion of Xcw Guinea 
alr(~H,cly ann(~::\ec-1, aml to make sure foundation for onr 
ri;:.::hL to the ,-wv~tPrn portion not cl;timecl hv anY eivilised 
1ntmn. ha,·e the GoYernnwnt cons:iclercd tilC ailvisahilil v 
of t!t once ann~xiu; form·,ll:-c, by olftcer~ d.nly authuri.sed, 
the -1Yt t ·~·n1u!}f Of X~H~l ({lUlled: 

1;',64--2 h 

The PREMIEit Hon. S W. Griffith) re
plied-

1. rl'he Govcrmnent have observe(l n recent tnlegran1 
from Lomlon, stating tllnt t.lw Empire of Germany has 
assumed jurisdiction over a portion of territory on the 
west coast of Africa, and they are not aware of any ob
jection having been made by :.\Ir. Glaclstone to this 
action. The Government ~ce no reason for supposing 
that the annexation of .tenitorv in Afriea wHl he cx
ten1led to t.lte islands or the t;ouih Vacifie. 

~. 'l'he Govcrmneut have also observed a statement 
ln a telc~:rmH to the eH'eet that the daim~ of M1c Govcrn
lllcnt of ·the Kctherlantls to thE~ western portion of Xew 
Guinea have been hcl~l to have lapsed, but they ha vc no 
otlicial infonnation on the :mbject, and arc not aware 
whether U10rc is any foundation for the statement. 

3. The Government are not. aware that any portion of 
Xew Guinea has been already annexed. rrhe abortlve 
attempt at annexation made by a preceding Government 
1vas promptly dhmllowed by the Imperial authorities, to 
whom alone belongs the regponsibilit.Y of extending the 
bonndaric•-; of the Ernph·e. rl'he Government have not 
eonsidered. ann do not propose to consider, the taking 
of any action beyond their vroper functions, such as 
that suggested by the hon. member·s 11nestions. They 
1HtYe, however, obtained the consent of this Parlia1ncnt 
to the Act guaranteeing a contribution from Queensland 
to the cost of exercising jurisdiction in Her }!ajesty's 
name over the eastern shores of Xew Guinea, as re
f!UC'sted by Lord Derby; and they hope that immediate 
action 1vill now be ta.ken in accordance with Lord 
Derby's prom be. 

IMMIGRATIO~ ACT 01<' 1882 AMEKD
MEK'l' BILL-THIRD HEADING. 

On the motion of the PRE:iYIIEH, the Bill 
was read a third time, passed, and ordered to he 
transmitted to the Legislative Council for their 
concurren&, by message in the usual form. 

PE'rTIGREW "ESTATE ENABLING BILL 
--SECOND READING. 

::'vir. FOOTE said : In rising to move the ,;econd 
reading of this Bill it is not my intention to take 
up much of the time of the House, having on a 
previous occasion entered fully into the objects 
of the measure. Since then the Bill has been 
referred back to the Select Committee appointed 
to report upon it, owing to a slight inad· 
Yertence or informality which has now been 
rectiHed. [ htwe no further renmrlm to make 
than I offered when the Bill was predonsly 
before the House, with the exception of a 
few words in reference to a remark then 
made by the hon. member for Balonne. I do 
not think that the hon. gentleman wished to 
speak harshly in reference to the matter. It is 
very possible that he had not read the Bill at 
that time, and being very careful and jealous of 
the rights of testators-of persons making a will 
-the hon. gentleman, no doubt; thought that no 
Bill should pass this House that had not been 
carefully and properly revised. The hon. member 
on that occasion referred to the trustees of 
the estate as coming to this House and asking 
to be whitewashed. That is the only remark I 
wish to correct. I thought it was a very harsh 
remark, and bore very harshly on the trus
tees. It is not the case; the trustees are 
willing to bear all the responsibility attached to 
their action. Their only object in coming to 
this House is for the purpose I have previously 
stated-that is, to obtain power to carry out the 
objects of the will. With these observations I 
have much pleasure in moving that the Bill be 
now read a second time. 

Question put and passed. 
The committal of the Bill was made ttn Order 

of the Day for 'l'hmsday next_ 

GYMPIE GAS CO~IP AKY BILL- , 
SECOKD RBADIXG. 

:\Jr. SMYTH said: I he::;- to move that this 
Bill be now read n :;econtl time. It i;; oume
'vhaL }'·i1uilar tu oLl1er UJea~ure..:; which ha\-e 
L.en bronght in Lu ~no,bJe comp'lnios to supply 
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various towns in the colony with gas, and to make 
coke and so forth. There is no opposition to the 
Bill by the municipality in which the company in· 
tend to carry on operations. I believe the Bill will 
b.e .a benefit to the town of Gym pie, and do not an· 
tJCJpate that there will be any opposition to it. 

The Ho~. Sm T. M elL WRAITH said : Mr. 
Speaker,-One would fancy that we had no 
Government at all. Here is a Bill, a most im
pm·t~tnt Bill, introduced, and not a sin"le 
~i_inister rises to address himself to it. Sur~ly 
1t 1s a matter worthy of consideration, when we are 
asked to grant a monopoly for the supply of gas 
for years in an important district of the colony. 
The hon. member himself has said nothing about 
the measure, but no doubt he has been advised that 
it will go through as a formal matter. I do not be
lieve in Bills such as this passing as formal matters 
in this House. Everyone must understand that 
the measure virtually grants a monopoly to a com
pany. We have seen what has been the result 
of monopolies of that kind heretofore. For 
instance take the city of Brisbane. vVe have 
here a monopoly which has existed for a 
number of years, and which has left its mark on 
the pockets of the consumers of gas in Brisbane. 
vV e should exercise great care in dealing with 
such a Bill as this. I think it is time that some 
other machinery was used for the examimt
tion of the merits of Bills of this sort 
than is now adopted, before they come befor~ 
the House. The Government evidently take 
no trouble in a matter of this kind. I do not 
object to this Bill in particular-I am speakin" 
ge!lerally; ! do :.;ot obj~ct to the Gympie peopl~ 
bemg- supplied w1th gas m the best possible way · 
but I speak now in the interest of the consumer.~ 
of gas throughout the colony. For instance, 
look at clause 13, which, after giving power to 
the company to contract for the lighting of 
streets and houses, goes on to say :-

"And proYided ahvays that if the charrrN; that may 
lJe made by the said company under and

0 

bv virtue of 
this Bill for such supply of gas shall be found to 11roduce 
a. greater sum than twent~' pounds per annum for every 
one hundred pounds of the paid-up eapital of the said 
company~ then, and in snch case, the said company 
shall, nt their first meeting after it ~hall linv.e heen 
ascertained that such greater sum has been produced, 
reduce the said charges so as that the same shall not 
produee to the saitl company a greater rate of clear 
ann_ual prt,fits divi.sible ~l}lOll the snbt'cribed and paid-up 
c:qnta.l s.tock of the smd cmntmny than the said :smn 
of twenty pounds annually for every one humired 
pounds of such capital; and in order that the true state 
of the profits may be known, it shall he the duty of the 
directors of the said company, so soon as the pi·otits of 
the said company exceed twenty pounds for every 
one hundred votmds by the year, to publish in 
the Queensland Goce!'llJUent Gazette annually a, full 
and true statement ~md account of the moneys re
ceived, disbursed, and expended by them. and~ e-very 
such statement and account shall be verified by the 
secretary of the said company by solemn declaration to 
be made before a justiee of the peace. Provided that it 
shall not be compulsory on the snid eompany to reduce 
the said charges before the sum of twenty pounds per 
ann.um for eve1~y one hundred pounds of the paid-up 
capttal of the sa1d company shall have been received by 
each shareholder of the said company in respect of his 
share or shares therein from the commencement of the 
said company." 
I should like to know whether that is a reason
able ~h!ng to grant to any company to whom we 
are g1vmg a monopoly for the supply of gas ; for 
although in the course of years we may grant a 
si!l'ilar yow~r _to a:nother. company to compete 
w1th th1s, st1ll1t Will contmue a monopoly ; as in 
t):>e cou.rse of years it will have so firmly estab
lished 1tself as a monopoly as to rlefy cmupeti
tion. The companv is not to be forced to red nee 
their charges for gas until they are paying· divi
dends of over 20 per cent. on their paid-up 
capital. \Vho looh for clividends of 20 per 
cent. in any ordinary hnoiness, and whv shonl<l 
}\'e <C!lOW a pruJit ut 20 lJCr cent. to .;1 nWUU· 

poly? I know quite well that the hon. 
member may say to me, "vVhy should 
yon prevent the Gympie Gas Company from 
having dividends of 20 per cent., when the 
Parliament of Queensland has authorised Too
woomba, Maryborough, and other towns to pay 
dividends to the extent of 30 per cent. ? " But 
that is no answer. It simply shows the evil 
effect of passing these Bills tliroug-h r.he House 
'"they h>we been passed heretofore. Here is a 
private Bill snpp<mcd not to affect the rights of 
Her J\Lojesty's subjects in :tny part of Hm· 
d01ninions, pasHingthrough with(m.t any eolllment 
from the Government, while it gives" company 
the excluHive privilege of sup~1lyinggas in certain 
districts, and says they are not to be compelled to 
reduce the price of gas until they pay greater di vi
dends than 20 per cent. on their paid-up capital. 
As I said before, charters have been given to 
similar companies in other towns up to 30 per cent. 
-charters granted authorising them to go on 
paying dividends up to 30 per cent. before they 
nan be forced to improve the quality of their gas. 
But that is not any reason why we should grant 
a monopoly of that kind now. I think, myself, 
it is an extortionate amount to expect in divi
dends. Bnt let us see how they have proved 
the preamble of the Bill. 'The preamble of the 
Bill is proved by J\iatthew Melior, Es<jnire, 
NI.L.A. He is the onlv witness who was ex
amined by the committee, and he is a shareholder 
in the Gym pie Gas Company. This shareholder 
is the only witness who comes before us to prove 
that this Bill is acceptable to the whole of the 
people of Gym pie. Had the people of Gympie 
known that an attempt was being macle to estab
lish a monopoly that would hang round their necks 
for years, and supply them probably with bad gas 
and heavy charges for years, we should have heard 
a great deal more about it than we have done. 

Mr. :b'ERGUSO~ said: Mr. Speaker,-As 
one of the committee who sat to consider this 
Bill, I pointed out to the committee some 
objections to the Bill which I thought would 
nec~ssitate some amendments being- made by the 
House. There is no doubt that gas compa11ies 
throughout the country ~tre now becoming a 
great 1nonopoly ~ alHl there are two or three 
clauses in this Bill that will require amendment. 
There is no doubt whate,·er, also, that our towns 
nnu;t have facilitirs for getting £;"as, and gas con1-
panie-:; cannot carry on their operations until a. 
Bill to enable theri1 to do so has been passed by 
this House. 'The power must be given them by 
Parliament before they can carry on their opera
ticms, either for the benefit of the public or of the 
company. If this Bill is not exactly what the 
House thinks it should be it can be altered in 
committee ; but a company has been formed 
under the Companies Act, and in order that they 
may be able to carry on their works at all they 
must have a Bill passed through this House. 

Mr. SCOTT said: Mr. Speaker,-I think, in 
Bills of this kind which we have discussed before, 
no clause has been inserted insisting upon the 
gas distributed by the shareholders of the com
pany tu the public being of a cPrtain illumina
ting power. I think it would be an improve
ment if this House decided that a clause 
of that kind should be put into this Bill 
insisting that the gas supplied should give a 
certain amount of illuminating power per cubic 
foot. This is the c<tse in London now. All 
the late companies started there, or those which 
h~tve had their charters renewed, are l1ouncl to 
gi\'e gas of a certain quality; and I think it 
will be well if, when this Bill comes into cma
mittee, such a clause as that is inclu,led. 

Question put ~tnd passed. 
The eonnnittnl of the Hill wa·: made an Order 

uf the D"y fur 'Thuroday llc:,t. 
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MARYBOlWrGH TOWX HALL BILL-
SECOXD HEADI:XG. 

Mr. BAILEY said: }[r. Speaker,-I beg to 
move the second reading of a Bill to enable 
the council of the municipality of l\Iaryborough 
to :-;ell o1· nwrtgage certain land granted to the 
:-;:ti~l council aK a, :-;ite for the erection of a to\Yn 
hall, multo apply the pmceecls to the lmilrling 
nf a new town hnll on otlwr Jn.nd gTa.nted to 
t.h~~ ~aid council a:-; a. re:-:;erve for a town 
hall. f may explain to the House that iu 
1 Xli~ a ~llnll piece of ground wa-.; gTttntud to the 
council of the nlnnicipa.lity of 1\lnryborough for 
Lhc pm pose of lmil< ling a town hall. It was a 
yp,ry sumllpiece only-I think, 1 rood 34'j' perches. 
1; pon that piece of ground the council built a 
town ha,ll-a woorlen structure ; but they very 

_soon found that neither wa.;; the gronnd sufficiE'nt 
nor the building· g-on<l enough for the require
ments of the town. In 18H2 the council obtained 
a gL'<-tnt of another piece of L1.nd, in rnea.surernent 
a acres 2 rood~ 27 perches, in the irnrnediate 
vicinity of the town hall. That g-round ha>i been 
perfectly noeleos so far, only metal, I believe, 
being put upon it. The present town lmll build
ing~ are becon1ing son1ewhat dilapidated, and 
they are not large enough or at all Hufficient for 
the reqnirernents of the pre~ent rnunicipal 
council of l\In,ryborough. They propose by this 
Bill to sell the builtlings and the sumll piece of 
land upon which they are erected, and apply the 
proceedo to the et'ection of a larger town hall 
npon the larger piece nf gt·mmd n,tl.iacent. 
The committee have c:>refully inquired into this 
Hill; an<l in the evidence given before theu1 by 
the mayor of Marybr:rou.o;h, who specially 
attendetl "" the represeutn,tive of the cmmcil of 
1\Iaryboroug·h, th'1t gentlern:tn gave, a~ the 
rea:-mn why it \V<:L:'l de::iirable to have a new town 
hall, that the present area of land is <1nite 
in~nfficieut for the tLCctnnmoLlation of the coundl, 
and the buildiug on it being n, wooden structure, 
it i.; not at all suitable to the requiremeuts of 
::VIaryborough. There is a provision in the Bill, 
howe,·er, which the committe,,, before the Bill 
Wf1S 1·etnrnerl to the Hmme, took :-;otne exception 
tu. Clauxe 4 of the Bill says :-

" 'l'lle proceeds of S\UClt sale. or the amount borrowed 
on sncll mortgage as aforci'\aiU, shall. in the fir$! place, 
he expended in paying the re:v .. onahle expenses con
nected with such ~alP or mortgage, and the b:Llance shall 
he e:q1muled. so far as ncce"~.ll'~'· in the creel ion of a 
town hall, oflices, anrl ]H'emisa~ for the pnlJiif' afw.om
motlation of the (~ith>:Pns of Jlaryboron~h antl of the 
said Hmnicipal comvil. on nllotlllcnt ~ of section !} )_\_, 
Town Hall U.er.,erYe aforesaid." 

Then cmne in the following proviso:~ 
·· Provide1l that the snrplus funds. H any, rem~ining 

after effecting the objects afores:Li<l, shall go to and form 
w1rt of the mnuicin.ll Funds." 
"\\'ith reference fo that prnviso, }Ir. :Fergw;on, a 
mem!Jer of the committee, a:<ked the mayor 
this question :-

"You say, in this r1se the lalHl sells for £10,000, and 
the building costs £tLOOO ;--will the £~,( 00 go to the 
general funds, to be used. in n1eta.lling streets or any 
other purpose~" 
rrhe answer 'va.l+-

•. Yes, th~1t wns the intention. That would be for any 
other purpose.'' 
The committee objected that land granted for 
a Hpecific purpose should not be nsed for any 
other purpo.se ; but with that one exception they 
J'ecmumended the Bill to this House. \Ve also 
lmd the evidence of the hon. member, Mr. 
Amwar, who has been an n,lderman of ::\Iary
horough for fourteeen years, ancl he stn,ted that-

" ~u the present time the lmilding u:-;ed by the coun
cil, t.hcir property, is a wootlen one only. \re haYe 
annthr,rsite---a hetter :-;itr: alli! tlw ]ll'O('f'cd:-; whieh will 
ari:-;e from thP .o::alr of the prP..,cnt tnwn h:il\ and the 
lanrl on wltil'l1 it ;.(tan:l", s1Fml·J t!H' Hill p,-t~s, \Yill he 
~olclr (\cvotl~ll to tlu; l'i'l'liliou of rit\J('r a "tOHE:-' or luwh 
1Hlil.-li11.:: nf n w·r•!l tw-nt •.:1}-!l':_•.t t' 1· f~·t tl· · of 
the tvwn ll;:tll et ::'lctr~ borougb, on tbt: nr ,y 

I do not think the Bill requires n,ny further 
explanation. I beg to move that it be read a 
second tirne. 

Question put and passed. 
The committa1 of the Bill was made au Order 

of the Day for Thursday next. 

SKYRI:Xl+'S lt<U.D JHLL-SECO:XIl 
HE.\IlL'IU. 

:\[1'. H l•:~'c TTIE said: l\lr. Speaker, T JJUJ<~' iu;< 
the :-;eeond readil1g- of thi~ JHll, I C<-tll only repeat 
the infunua.tion [ g::tve to the Hou~e 011 <.t forUlE'l' 
oeca:-;ion, wheu introducing the lJill. It ii:i askin;..;
the House to agree to the closing of-

" A road privately dedicated to the public ovC'r snh
diYisio~n 'A,' of portion ,)9, varish of .i\orth Brisbane. 
county of titanley. and to open in its stead a road o,·er 
:;nbdivision:-; · rl a' awl · d b' of the said portion.'' 

I mn,y mention that tit is does not interfere with 
any rights which nH>y be possessed by the public 
or any private individual. It will be a great 
convenience to the general public, and will also 
be an ad vantage to the owner of the property, 
which is sittmted down on the north side of the 
Bulimba road fronting the J3risbane Hiver. The 
whole of this bud, I may say, both in subdivision 
'".._q,_'' aud the :-;treet rnarked "d a'' and "d b, :, 
belongs to :Yir. Charles Skyring. By closing 
the one roa.d and substituting the other, grrat 
fadlitie:-; lvill he given to lJeople living iu that 
locality, and it will abo enhance the value of :Mr. 
Skyriug'~ lantl, giving hin1 a greater frontag-e 
from the Brislmne Rh·er to the we:;tem line of his 
land. The Dill ha:; been c>trefully considere<l by 
t!te committee, and they ha\·e recommended it. 
I therefore move that the Bill be now rmtd 1L 

l:lecond tirne. 
(lue,tion put mu! l"'""ed. 
The committal of the Bill was made an Order 

of the Day for 'l'huroday next. 

MARYBOHOr<~H HACECOURSE BILL
HECOKD RJ"ADI:XG. 

:\Ir. BA[LEY :;air!: In moving the second 
re>Lding of this Bill, I mu:;t confess that when it 
was first phwt1d in my hand:; I harl considerable 
t!istrust of it. There are many members who 
know the way in which several raceconr'e re
serves have been treated-certainly not in the 
interests of the public, but in the interests of 
speculative individuals, who have incnrred 
certain debts, and have obtained leave to dispose 
of these reRerveH, either by sale or rrwrtgage, in 
ortler to free themsP.lves of responsibility. It 
was with the full knowledge of these circum
stances that I undertook the direction of thio 
Bill when it was referred to a select committee 
of this House, anrl I believe the committee have 
taken g-reat pains in the Bill to guard the public 
interests in a way in which they have not hitherto 
been guarded. The objects of the Bill, on the 
face of it, are that the trustees shall be able 
to mortgage, lEase, or sell a part or the whole 
of the land, and apply the moneys raised by 
any such ln·oce,ses in the erection of new 
buildings, or the general in1proven1ent of the 
property. Hon. members will see by the evi
dence that the promoters of the Bill are really 
hot1nurable men, who wish to carry out the 
intentions laid down in the measure. I have 
taken care that the evid• nee should not only 
be that of racing men, or men connected directly 
with the I:acecourcJe Heserve, bnt aleo that of 
representatives of the people of Maryborcugh, 
who I think are jnst as much concerned in the 
11re.-;er\·a.ti(n1 (If the llacee(llU':-le Re:-;er ve, fM3 the 
tnu~teef' of the raciug dub ~~t pre:-3!ent in exi~tence. 
']_'liP lll:lVnr nf ='lan·hnl"01H'h 1 rtft.cl' sayiU!t tJw,t he 
l1;_11} rei't tb~~ J•lYel·ti~eH1P~lt-. and :::1) ·f't1,

0

L n ~:ed 
( a::, au indcpcudeut lPtlld.H:-r of t}Je C(;rpura,th I\ 
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what hiH opinions are about the Bill, and he 
says:-

"I should pertionally have no o1Jjcction to a part of 
the lanU bciug- sold for the purpose. and the money 
being expencted in buildings or improvements on the 
pro1Jerty." 

He i,; then asked the crucial question which the 
committee had all along hac! in their mindH-

"Wonl<t yon haYc a.ny objection to the lands beinp; 
~old and the proecefls applicti to racing pnrposcs ~ Yon 
1U10\V what that means~" 

And he say,;-
,, I should haYP an ohjcdion to t.llc money 1JCing 

applied f'll' payment of the llcbt.s helon,!.!;in;; lo any 
inrtivhlual elnb." 
That gentleman saw that the intereots of the 
public might, in a certain case, conflict with the 
interests of the mce club, ami he was not willing 
to sacrifice the interests of the public. K either 
wet·e the Select Committee, as you, sir, will 
presently see. Then the committee ex<tminecl 
Dr. Power, who has long been a member of the 
l\bryborough racing club-perhaps I may say 
one of the prineipal members. He says :-

" 'l'he clnh, from time to time. 1inding it neeP..,sary to 
mnke certain improvements, have spent in all about 
£60 )-as near as I {'an make it out, £390; that is to 
~ay, they have cleared. fenced, drained, and ma.1le train
ing- and racing track. ·wen. that money was speut by 
the club ·with the idea that there were certain lands 
eonnectcd with thi::o raeecourse which might be disposed 
of, and which were not wanted for racing. There is a 
main road dividing the la.ncl. [Indicating· the Race
<'OU1'$C Resen-e on the map.] 'rhe lel:l:-:er pm·tion, on one 
si<le of the main road, whieh belongA to the re.serve, and 
lvhieh is of no nse for raeing purpose~. is that which it is 
}lroposerl to sell; and it is proposed to fa.ll back on the 
Jll'Oeecds of }lHreha:~e money to repay wha.t ha~ been 
~pent ou the improvements upon tlwt large llOrtion of 
the r:>serYe which is nsed for racing. The people. of 
conr.se, g1~t iho inerea~etl value of the lanrl; t.Iw l"Cscrve, 
without tbe improvements ---no racing track. or lJuilfl
iJJgs~wonld he of no n:-;c a~ a racecourse. I think there 
arc ~mne other portions of the land re:~erved that are 
not re(lllired; hnt the idea was to raise about £GUO upon 
what is not required." 
To explain what that g·entleman meant, we will 
"nppose the land to l1c in the Hlmpe of a parallelo
gT~uu. .A corner is ent off hy a ron!l, ctlHl tha.t 
Gtll'twr i:-:; }H).•dth·el~· n:-;eles:-; for racing l'lll'll(l:-;e~ 
-~it is :t bit of waste lall(l. That could be sold 
fnr building purpose::;, an(l would reali:-;e J:400 or 
£.100, which mnonnt wonl(l go a long way toward:-; 
releasing the trustees of the club from the debt 
they have incurred in fonning n. cnnrse-in clear~ 
ing, rlraining, etc. Then we haYe the evidence 
of .Yfr. l\lcllowall, who is the di,trict suneyor 
in .J.ln,ryborongh, n, gentlmnan well known aR an 
efficient ntticer in the senice, and well ac
quainted with the land. He is of the smne 
opinion as Dr. Power, that a portion of the 
lan<l might be snltl without injury to the re
serve, and that, in point of fact, this small por
tion does not really form part of the racecourse. 
The trustees ask for a further power to sell the 
whole of the ground at some future time, aBd 
for this rea.son : that the present course is two 
or three miles out of Maryborough, on a by
road; that they have Yery good hopes of obtain
tainiug hind on the mil way line, e<1unlly suitable 
for mcing purposes, for the amount which the 
s:tle of the original grant would realise, and 
which would be more convenient of access to the 
puhlic. rrhat, howeVAl', iH H. future contingency 
and i~ only provided for 110\V to save the trnste'e~ 
the trouble and expense of cmning down with a 
Hi;! at S<Jme future time. The cmnmittee, in 
~oing thrnngh the clan:-;es, and in cmning to 
elau.,e .'l, found that it read :ts follows :--

" lt ~hall be lawfnl for the nn~tees to ~ell or mort
ga~r the whole or any portion or porUon~ of the sai(l 
bnrl~ partienlari~ed in the :-whe,lnle llcl·et.o: ProvWc!l 
that nn .-.1wh ~all~ shall he Jll<Mk f'XI~Ppt with the approval 
of tile (;OYf~l'ili)J' ill C'OilllLil, <LlHl Jll"O\·i4l<'4l that the ]11\r
clut~r· lllfllll'.\ shall lw <tpplied lO\\"Jrrb pureh;l~iu;.: cJther 
l,llld> to be he)<lllljllC~ t)w ol,lll)e truoL, aj!tl t!;e iirection 

of buildings on the :mid lawl or otherwise for racing 
1Hll'llOses., hnt the pnrehaser or pnrclla~crs shall not be 
ealled npon to see t.o the a}1Jllit'ation of the 1mrchase 
1noncy::::o." 
That was the weak point in former Bills of a 
similar nature, because it allowed the trustees to 
sell property and appropl'iate the money in any 
way they pleased, and they might even apply 
the money to the payment of prizes. The pnblic 
ought to be protected in a matter of tlmt ki_n~l
Ho the cmrnnittee atne11de(l the cl:1,n~c l)y ~tl·d\tng 
out the word "otherwi!-;e" ni1ll in:-;crting- "uther 
inqn·ovemeutR"; mul I hope the aulmHhnent \vill 
be accepted, Lecanse it precludes the tt·nstees 
frmn \Vrongly applying the Jnoney, and eon~ 
fines them to the expenditure of it upon 
in1proverneuts. ...._~nd again, in chtu:Se 5, the 
~ommittee thoug·ht it desimble to add a proviso. 
'l'he clause gave the trustees power to le;1se the 
la,nd, and they ruight have leasefl it a~ a grnzing 
farm, and they might he pre,·euted from ent<lring 
upon it by the per;;on in possession. The follow
ing proYiso was therefore added :-

" ProYidecl further, that IJO such lease or lcr~scs be 
granted in such manner as may intcrtere with the said 
land being used for rneing purposes.'' 

I think, sir, that the committee have 8ncleavoured 
to amend the Bill '" as to make it as safe as 
po,;sible in the intere~;ts of the public, and 
as much as po8sibll} for the benefit of the pro
moters. I beg to move that the Dill be read a 
second time. 

Mr. HORWITZ 'aid : I intend to oppose 
this Dill. I do not think it is right that any 
member should come down to this House and 
ask that power be given to dispoee of land 
grauted for specin,l purposes, and make use of the 
nwney in any way they please. This grant was 
given by the Government to tbe people of Mary
borough for a certain purpose, and I mn snrpriBed 
at the peopleofMaryborough allowing a13ill to be 
introduced into this House for the purpose of 
selling about 14G acres of land, when no doubt 
the money will be squandered away. I hope the 
Bill will not be allowed to g-<> through. I ha\·e 
been connected with n ra.ceconnu~ in \Y~u·,vick 
for rt gwul tua.n~· year~. \\re WE'l'e obliged to 
bmTdW n1oney, lmt we ha'n:>; uot raised a. ponnd 
upon the lan<l. 'rhe trustee,; wade themselves 
responsible for nn ainount of Rmnething; like 
£700, and that Hum has been paid off. If the 
Maryborough people want to make imvrove
ments upon their course, let them do so, but they 
shonlcl not ask for anthorit~· to squander away 
land granted to them hy the Crown. If they 
paicl for the land themsdves they could do what 
they liked with it, but this land has been granted 
by the Crown for a special purpose, and ought to 
be a]'plied to that purpose. I enter my protest 
against the Bill, and I shall do my level best to 
OlJllOS€ it. 

J\Ir. FERGl'SOX: J\Ir. Speaker,-I to a very 
great extent agree with the ren1arks of the hon. 
member for \V arwi.ck, and I think the House 
should be very careful before allowing trustees 
to dispose of land which has been given by the 
Crown for a certain purpose. 'l'he trustees of 
this club, it appears, have got into debt, and the 
only object of the Bill, as far as I can see, is to enable 
them to sell a portion of the land to pay off the 
debt they h:we incurred. That appears on the 
face of the Bill, at all events. l.f trustees <tre 
allowed to mortgage l:ond of this kind, it is simply 
giving then1 power to Hf11Htnder it, and the 
pnhlic for whose n:-;e it WitK given 1ll[l.)Y ]o~m 
the nse of lit altogether. 1-Lo\v nmny iuHtances 
h~tve we kwnvn where the IuortgagePs have 
had to forclose on laud of this kind, and 
the pnhlic have for evet· after lost the use of it! 
T nee{l onlv llHmtion the en:--e. of the Brif'bane 
0cho<>l uf .\res. That tichool of Arts hac] a site 
in lluet;,n bLrwt, l!UW OCCU}'ied by one of the 
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fine~t buildings in the colonies. That land was 
mortgaged by the trustees of that imtitution; the 
n1ortgagees had to foreclo'3e upon it, a.ud the 
institution lost the ~ite fnr ever. Uu acconnt 
of that the trnstee>s had to put up with an 
infel'ior site, and in consequence they were not 
in a position to carry on their institution in the 
manner they onght. 'l'hrough losing that vain· 
able site they are now behind the times, and for 
the htst two sessions the House has voted a 
grant-in-aid of £GOO a year to help them to 
carry on. That is dne to a great extent to 
the manner in which thev ha<! dealt with the 
original g-rant frorn the "Crown. The House 
shonlr! be verv carefnl not to allow snch a Bill 
as thb to pU:ss without seeing that good ,md 
sufficient reasons are giveu for it. 

Mr. FOOTE sai<l: J'I:Ir. Speaker,-! also 
objeet to this me:1,snre. It is not a right thing 
to do, when " ]Jiece of land has been set apart 
and handed over to trustees for a certain purpose, 
to allow it to be appropriated for other purposes. 
If the trustees are alluwed to mortgage bud of 
this kind they may, under certain circumstances, 
be compelled to sell, and, as remarked by the 
hon. member for Hockhampton, the public are 
depriveu of the use of it for ever >tfter, however 
convenient and suitable it may be for the 
purpm;es for which it was granted. }{ace
courses are often used as places of recrea.tiun, 
and for picnics >tnd other purposes, by the 
inhabitants of the towns where they are situated, 
and should therefore be preserved intact. A 
case analogous to the present one is that of the 
Ipswich racecourse--one of the best in queens· 
bml; at any rate there could not be a better. 
'l'he trustees of that racecourse obtained power 
to mortgage it, and ultimately they got into 
difficulties ; the mortgagee foreclosed, am! the 
course was sold, and it h>ts passed away from the 
p,1blic altogether. Howevel' honourable the 
trustees may be for whom the hon. member is 
seeking to pass this Bill, and however good 
their intentions may be, it is quite possible they 
ma.y g·et into difficulties. Changes may take 
place, and other trustees may eorr1e in holding 
differeut views from theirs. It will be a verv 
dangerous thing tn give the trnstee.l'i power t~-, 
mortgage land of this kind, and I shall certainly 
oppoHe the n1easure. l~ven if the second reading 
is C<trried, I shall do all I can in committee to 
prevent it frmn paRsing. 

Mr .• JESSOP said: Mr. Speaker.-As one of 
the Select Committee appointed to inquire into 
this Biil, I will give my reasons for supporting 
it. From the evidence given it appears thttt the 
racAcmu·He in question is so far away fro1n the 
town that people cannot get out to it without a 
great deal of trouble and inconvenience ; and the 
evidence showed that it was the intention of the 
trustees to buy another piece of land, on the 
line of railway, which would be more useful for 
the purpnse and easier to get at. Clause 3 dis
tinctly stateg that the trustees shall not sell or do 
anything with the land without the approval of 
the Governor in Council. Therefore, if at any 
time they S<'e an opportunity to sell the land, 
with the view of buying a more suitable piece, 
they cannot do so without first obtaining the 
permission of the Governor in Council. That 
clause protects the Bill from the danger referred 
to hy the hon. member for Bundanba. I need only 
say, in addition, that I shall support the motion 
for the second reading of the Bill. 

1\Ir. NOUTON said: Mr. Speaker,-I cannot 
say that I have looked particularly over the 
evidence taken on this Bill, but I think the 
(}_nPstion i~ one which cleBerves a great deal of 
consideration. The Bill is one which ought not 
to be allowed lightly to pass, and on that 
ttcconn.t it ifl tt pit;r that some membel· of the 

Government has not already expressed an 
opinion on the subject. lt is a matter in which 
the Govemment are particuhtrly concerned, and 
when it is sought to alter the purpose for which 
a grant of land was made we ought to know 
what they think abont it. Some three years ago, 
when I brought in a short Bill on behalf of the 
trustees of the Brisbane racecmn·se, that measure 
was opposed, though not perhaps very strongly, 
by the present Minister fur \Vorks. That hon. 
gentleman objected-and I think very properly 
objected-that the power sought for should not 
be given without good reasons being sho\vn for 
so doing. I was able to satisfy the hon. g-entle
man, and he withdrew his opposition. In the 
present case I do not think sufficient reason 
has been given. As has been said, cases have 
occurred in which lands of this kind have pas"ed 
from the hands of the trustees. You yourself, 
lHr. Speaker, must remember perfectly well that 
in your own district of Toowoom ba the trustees 
of the racecourse got into difficulties, and a 
large proportion of the land had to be sol'l 
sorne year or two ag:o in conse(lnence. If n1y 
rrtemory serves rne right, there were some peculiat· 
circumstances in connection with that case : of 
the three trnstees originally appointed, only one 
was livirw at the time the sale took place. The 
whole of the land was not >oold--only some eighty· 
eight ac;ret5, which were dh;pot;ed of for £1,880. 
There can be no doubt that when that grant was 
made it was never foreseen or intended that it 
should be othllrwise disposed of than for the 
purvo~e for "'vbich it was given; and I an1 certain 
it was never contemplated that it should be 
liable for any debts which might be incurred by 
the club who used it. Particular care should be 
exerdsed by the House in seeing that the object 
of thegrant.is carried out, or else that there is some 
very strong reason why a change t5houl~l be rna_de. 
If we refer to the 3rd section of the Brll, we find 
that it is proposed to give powe,r to the trustees-

" rro sell or mortgage the whole or any portion of the 
said lands pat·ticularised in the schedule hereto." 

That is all very well ; but when we read further 
we find that provision is made for the disposal 
of the money raised from the sale of the land ; 
but not in the event of its being mortgaged:-

"Provided that no such sale shaU be made except with 
the approYal of the Governor in Council, and provided 
that the purclmse money shall be appl1ed toward 
purcha~ing other lmuls to be held under the same 
trusts, awl the ereetion of buildings on the said lalHl, 
or other improvcment:-5 for raeing purposes, bnt the 
pnrehaser or purchasers shall not be called upon to see 
to the application of the purclmsc moneys." 
In the event, I say, of the land being rnortgaged, 
there is no provision made for the di,posal of the 
money borrowed, nor is there any protection 
whatever to the public who are interested in this 
course. I am sure the committee, when they had 
the Bill before them, overlooked that, because 
they amended the clause in other respects, and 
no doubt in going through it they came to the 
conclusion that provision wns made for the <lis
posal of the money raised on mortgage. I think 
that the reasons given for the pas.sing of the Bill 
are not such as should satisfy this Hcnse, and I, 
for one. therefore do not feel disposed to pass it. 
I should like to he>tr something said about it by 
other members of the committee. I am quite 
sure my hon. friend, JYir. J'essop, when he 
spoke j nst now, quite overlooked the matter to 
which I have referred; and I must say that I <lo 
object, unleRs sufficient reasvns are given, to con
sent to land being disposed of in this way. 

:Yir. A~XEAR said: It is very evident to 
me, Mr. Speaker, that the hon. member for 
vVarwick and the hon. membet' for Bnndanlm 
have not read the 3rd cbuse. That cla.nse nis· 
tinctly pr<lvides that the money raised on the 
land ~h"ll not be put to ttllj' other th:on rachw 
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purposes. Up to the pre:;ent time the el ub---of 
which I mn a nwm ber, and have been so fnr 
1nany years-has S}>ent £GOO in clearing, forn1ing, 
draining, aud fencing the la.nd. The trustees a,sk to 
be allowed to sell the piece of land de;cribed by 
the hon. member for \Vicle Bay, which i:; out:;i<le 
the course altogether. A remd-the Saltwater 
Creek road-goes through this corner, which 
does not in any way affect the ra .. ceconrse. 
There is another reason, too, and that is that 
the member:; of the club haYe lately erected a 
grand-Rtand and other buildings, at a coc;t of 
£500, which they have pa,id out of their own 
pcckets. The pas.sing of the Bill will enable 
them to pay the £u00 which hns been spent in 
clearing, forn1ing, draining, and fencing the 
course. The hon. member for Bundanba referred 
to Ipswich. The people there hnve nllowed their 
mceconrse to pass ont of their hands. The 
1 pswich of to-day is not the Ipswich of twenty 
yearK a.go, when there \VaN a strong racing spirit 
there. That spirit has passed nway, lmt the 
people of ,'<faryborough do not wish to follow such 
an exmnple. I 1nay a.hm refer to Toowoon1ba, 
where t.he ]'eople hnve allowed the race
course to pass out of their hands. Now, the 
people of J\laryboruug-h do not want anything 
of thnt kind. The hon. member for vVarwick 
tnlked about the money, and what we should do 
with it if this Bill is passed. I hope the hem. 
member will look at the statistics, and see how 
the people of l\-.bryborough have always helped 
themselves ; and if his constituents will only 
take example from them I am sure they will not 
go very far wrong. In 1V1aryborough we always 
pa,y for the amusements that we luwe from ti111e 
to time. I think the land should be strictly kept ns 
a racecourse for the town of Maryborough. The 
fa~t thnt members of the club have out of 
their own pockets sp~nt £500 dnring the last 
Hix months in erecting- building~, shows clearly 
that that is their desire ; and I am sure t!Htt 
any hon. member who has seen the course will 
be readv to admit that it is a credit to the 
colony. "The plnce wns originnlly a wilderness; 
we had to fell the trees, clear the ground, and 
fence it in ; and now we have a racecourse 
secnnel to none in the colony. As I have alread~, 
said, the piece of land referred to is not in any 
way connected with the course. I quite agree 
with the remark matle by the hon. member 
for Port Curtis, tlmt we ought to exercise great 
cnre; and I hope hon. members will weigh care
fully what I have snid. Dr. Power, who lms 
taken great interest in the Maryborough club, 
can bear out the statement I have mnde that 
that 111<mey has been expended dnring the lnst 
six months .. Huch being the cnse, I hope hon. 
members w1ll pnuse before they come to a 
d~ecision which they moy afterwards regret. 

Mr. ALAND : Mr. Speaker,-I would just 
remind the hon. member who has jtmt sat clown 
that this Bill does not :;top the trustees getting 
ri<l of the racecourse. I think thnt this House 
should pause and weigh the matter very carefully 
before it givPs power to rrmke a,way with this 
freeholel. One of the wise:;t things the Lc£isla
ture di(l some two years ago was to pass au Act 
forbidding trustees of public resenes from mort
gnging or selling them. If that Act had been 
passed prior to the Toowoom ba racecourse having 
been handed over to trustees, Yery likely it 
would have been in the ownership of the 
people of Drayton nnd Toowoomba, to-day, 
insteael of being in the hands of private 
individuals. It strikes me tlmt the racing 
spirit is certaiulv not very brisk in the colony
that, in fact, it is dying out, though I do not 
know that personally .I should be very much 
grieved to find that that spirit was dying 
ont nltogether. At all events, I think that if 
the cellJntry rnakes trnsts, or rather hands over 

to a town a lnrge quantity of bud like this fo. 
recreation puqJo::iet-3, 1nore particularly racing, 
those g·entlemen who make the money which 
I belieYe they do n1ake out of racing, arHl evPn 
those gt>utleruen who lo:-;e uwuey as n1any do 
oYer racing, arHl also tho~e licen:;ed vietnnller, 
who profess to rnake a good deal out of 
racing- should put their hnnds in their 
pockets nnd contribute towards the neces, 
sary expense of carrying on the amusernent. 
I mn opposed t.o the Bill, and I am oppo:;ed to it 
because, at the pre::sent tirne, Toowoomba i~ being 
done out of her racecourRe. As far as the bnd 
being a racecourse i~ conceraed, I can assure yon, 
:Mr. Speaker, nnd you know very well, that I 
do not care two KtrawR; but I do not like any 
property that has been handed over to any 
district hv the Uovernment to be taken out of 
the po.<seHsion of the people of tlmt district ; and 
I believe from the bottom of my he:crt th"-t, if thi,; 
Bill be pa"ed, in a few years' time the ::\fary
bornngh raceconrse will. Le known no IllOre. It 
will be the same as the Ipswich aml Toowo<nnh:t 
rH.cecounm:-;·-·nonlinally a racecm1rse, lntt tht~ 
property will he in the hnuds of privnte 
individuals. Althoug-h it is said it is only pro, 
posed to sell a portion of the land, there is nothing 
in the Bill that I can see to prevent the trnstees 
frmn selling the ren1ainder to-rnorrow. I think, 
sir, that wl~en the conntry once bestows a portion 
of land for recreative purpn8es upon any rnunici
pality that trust should be held sacred, and that 
it should be placed without the power of the 
trustees to be able to aliennte it. 

Mr. KATES said: The hou. gentlenmn who 
introduced the Bill told us that the land pro
posed to be sold is a corn er of the racecourse 
thnt is cut off by a road from the bulk of the 
lnnd, and tlmt the proceeds are to be applied to 
relensing certnin debts resting on the property. 
In that he was supported by the hon. member 
for l\!Inryborough, .Mr. Ann ear. But on looking 
at clause 3, I find it says:-

"It shall be lawful for the trustees to sell or mortgage 
the whole or nny portion or portions of the said lands 
particularised in the ~chednle hereto.'' 
And the schedule mentions 14u acres, which I 
suppose is the whole block. This does not agree 
with the statement of the hem. member who 
introduced the Bill. Hnd leave been asked to 
sell the corner of lane! that is cut off from tlw 
mceconrse in order to release the debt, I shonlel 
have been inclined to support the Bill ; but the 
Bill snys it shall be lawfulfor the trustees to sell 
or 1nortgage the whole or any portion of the land. 
I entirely agree with the hon. member who 
hn..R jn~t sn.t down, tQat any piece of land granted 
by the Crown for a specific purpose-for the use 
of the public-ought to remain intact for ever: 
there should be no right given to sell, or mort· 
gage, or interfere with it in any way. I do not 
see my way clear to support the Bill, nnd I shall 
therefore oppose the second reading. 

l\!Ir. B:EA'I'TIE said : I think there is a differ, 
ence between this Bill and other applications 
thnt have been received for the purpose of en
nbling tru,;tees to sell hwd transferred to them. 
Although the 3rd clause says :-

"It shall he l:nvfnl for the trnstee:'i to Rell or mortp;nge 
the whole or any portion or po1·tions of the said lands 
partienlarisecl in the sclie<lnle hereto"--
although that portion of the clause gives them 
t!Jnt power, it is a power that cnn only he 
exerch;ed tnuler the supervit-3ion of a highPr 
authority. They can only sell with the nppruval 
of the Governor in Council, for the 1mrpose 
of buying another piece of land to he 
applied to the same purpose. They must 
prove their bona .fides in that respect to the satis
faction of the Governor in Conucil-tha t is, tlmt 
they intend to sell the land for the purpose of 
purchasing a more convenient site for the r"lhlie, 
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It therefore seems to me that some hon. members 
who have spoken are mistaken in thinking that 
the Bill gives extranrctinary powers. They 
simply look upon it in the light tlmt if the 
trustees are allowed to sell or mortgage the land 
it will pass away from the hands of the .Mary
borough people. But that is not the case. The 
Hill protects the people of Mary borough, because, 
as I have pointect ont, it simply gives power, 
subject to the approval of the Governor in 
Council, to sell the land for the purpose of 
purchasing another site. The clause says so 
distinctly :-

"Provided that no such sale shall he made exceDt 
with the approval of the Governor in Council, and pro
vitled that the purchase money shall be applied towards 
pnrcha~ing other lanUs to be held under the same trusts. 
and the Cl'eetion of buildings on the snid land, or other
'Yise for racing purposes, but the purchaser or pur
chaser::-; shall not be called upon to see to the application 
of the purehase moneys." 
I really see no objection to the Bill, although I 
mnst acknowledge that I am opposed to g-ranting 
trustees the power to sell or mortgage properties, 
unleBs :< condition similar to the one I have 
pointed out is introduced. If a condition of that 
sort had been introduced into the Bill relating 
.to the Brisbane School of Arts, we would not 
have hact the remarks made by the hon. member 
for Hockhampton, because if the tnmtees had 
been comvelled to prove to tha Governor in 
Council their IJonn .tides-that they intended to 
sell portion of the land vestect in them for the 
purpose of a >chool of arts and apply the pro
ceeds to purchasing another site, perhaps 
more convenient for the public-they would, 
I have no doubt, have been able to make 
better provision for the school of arts ; but 
they allowed the land to slip out of their hands 
altogether. I do not see any serious objection to 
giving the trustees the power asked for by the 
Bill, seeing that it protects the people of Mary
boroug-h by providing that the money shall be 
appliect to the purchase of another site, in place 
of the present one. 

Mr. l<'RASER said : As the hon. mem
ber for :B'ortitude V alley has pointed out, 
in orcler to sell the land in question the 
sanction of the Governor in Conncil must be 
obtained ; but the same restriction does 
not apply to mortgaging. The first step 
towards parting with property of that kind 
is to mortgage it ; and I am perfectly satisfiect 
that if this property be once mortgaged, from 
the very nature of the case and its surroundings, 
it will he gone for ever. So far as its application 
to racing purposes is concerned, I am perfectly 
indifferent as to the property being retained, but 
I think that so far as the public are concerned 
we ought to be very careful hefore we pass a Bill 
of this kind. It has been suggested to amend 
the 3rd clanse so that the same restriction shall 
apply to mortgaging as to selling; but even then 
I maintain it would be a very risky provision to 
make in connection with pro]Jerty of this kind. 

lVIr. DO~ALDSON said: I quite agree with 
the hon. member for Port Curtis and other hon. 
gentlemen that, in dealing with land invested in 
trustees, this House should be very careful in 
passing any Bill to facilitate the selling or mort
gaging of the property by which it might pass 
away from the purposes for which it was granted 
to the public. As one of the Select Committee 
who sat upon this Bill, I may s:>y that, although 
we had not the assistance of any legal gentlemen, 
we went very carefully through it. There were 
a couple of amendments made in clause 3; and I 
see that there is room for further amendments. 
That is that the word "mortgage" should be 
treated the same as the word " sale." There 
should be provision n1ade against 111ortgage as 
well a• t>gainst sale, nnless for certain ptlrposes, 

The intention, I believe, of the Bill is that the 
trustees be given power to sell a small portion of 
land which is not at all requirect for racing pur
poses, in order to pay for improvements that are 
erected. Further, they also ask permission to be 
ahle to sell the whole if necessary. The object 
of selling the whole of the land is this : I 
believe that the land is situated in a district 
where there is no possibility of railway extension 
at any fucure time, and is at a great distance from 
the town of Maryborough, and that there is a pos
sibility of selling the land and buying a more 
suitable site, and one that will be more accessible. 
Clause 3 provides that no sale can possibly 
take place without the consent of the Governor 
in Council. I think at first it might be guaran
teed that the Governor in Council would not 
consent to the transfer unless the money was 
properly invested. However, I am anxious to 
see that the trust shall be properly carried out ; 
but in committee I trust that this matter will 
receive proper consideration, and that some 
amendment will be made so as to secure the 
trust. 

The MINI8TER :FOR WORKS (Hon. W_ 
Miles) sairl: The hon. member for Port Curtis 
has made some allusion to my taking exception 
to a Bill which he introduced for a similar 
purpose to this. I warned the hon. gentleman 
then that when he brought in the Bill he was 
taking the first step to deprive the inhabitants 
nf Brb bane of their racecourse, and I am per
fectly certain that if this Bill passes there will 
soon be no racecourse at JYiaryborough. The 
speech of the hon. member for Maryborough 
(Mr. Annear) was rather extraordinary. He said 
that he had been a member of the JVlaryborough 
racing club for many years, and that they had 
expended a large sum of money-some £500 or 
£600 in buildings and fences-and yet now they 
ask in this Bill to have the power given them 
to sell and repurchase and erect other buildings. 
It seems a most extraorctinary thing that if they 
are going to all this expense, of fencing and 
draining and putting up buildings for the 
purpose of conducting races, they should ask 
permission in this 3rd clause to be allowed 
power to sell and put up more buildings. Upon 
my word, I think nothing can be more nonsen
sical than, when they have a racecourse already 
to want power to sell it and repurchase and 
put up other buildings. As to the proviso that it 
must be with the approval of the Governor in 
Council, I do not think that is worth very 
much; it depends entirely upon the party. I do 
not see why Maryborough should be selected as 
a precedent for every hon. member who wishes 
to introduce a Bill to sell a portion of the land 
and mortgage the other, which will be sold by
and-by. I cto not know that it would not be 
far better for the people of Maryborough if 
they sold the racecourse and attencted to other 
things than horse-racing; because, when jockey 
clubs comb to this House for permission to sell 
their racecourses, the sooner they give np 
racing and attend to business the better. I am 
not going to vote against the second reading of 
the Bill, but I think it might be improved in 
committee. I must confess I do not really 
understand it, and we shall have some explana
tion of the clause, I hope, when we get into 
committee. 

Mr. DONALDSO~: vVe want to get a better 
site. 

Mr. MIDGLEY said: Perhaps the explana
tion of this Bill is that the sixteen-perch subur
ban allotment fever is as rife in Mary borough 
as it is in other towns. That fever seems 
even to be breaking out in the healthy and 
staid old town of Ipswich, amongst many other 
towns in th~ m!ony, H would assist me in 
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deciding how to vote on the Bill if there 
\VaR son1e infonnation given to the House as. to 
whom this petition or re<Juest contained in the 
Bill emanates from. J s it an express wish, 
in any nleat:ure, of the l\ IarylJoroug-h people, 
or only of the jockey club, or trustees·? I think 
that this House oug-ht to haYe some better 
authority for acting- in the wav proptlSed by 
this Bill than the re<Juest of the trustees. 
Those trustees do not hold the ground, I suppose, 
for their own will and pleasure ; they hold it as . 
trustees in the interests of the people ; and before 
\Ve do anything with rega.rd to di~vosing of a large 
portion of land, such as this is, in close proximity 
to one of the most important towns in the colony, 
the wish of the people ought to be in some way 
expre,,secl. I do not W<mt to say unkind things 
about any place, or about any individmtl. I was 
at ~Iaryborough two yearR :-dnce, and was renlly 
delighted and astonished with the growth of 
the place, and the air of "well-to-do-ness" about 
everything and everybody there. But I do think 
there is smne danger, although g-ood use nmy 
be made of the money, of JVIaryborough being a 
little too importunate, and asking a little too 
much. Perhaps when this racecourse is disposed 
of for a considerable sum of money, to some land 
syndicate, or what not, the JVIaryborough people 
may come to this House again, or to the Lands 
Office, with a petition to have another race
course grttnted to them, if there is a piece of land 
avaihtble. 

:VIr. BAILEY : It cannot be clone under this 
Dill. 

:Ylr. JVIIDGLEY: No; it cannot be clone 
under this Bill, but, where there is a will, the 
JHttryborough people generally find there is a 
way. If this petition came from the people of 
1\Iaryborongh it would have smne effect on 1ny 
mind in voting; for it; but I think that, un,lcr 
the circumstances, we should not be justified in 
giving the trustees the power asked for in thi.o 
1neasure. 

Mr. NELSON said: Mr. Speaker,- I do not 
think the last hon. member who spoke or the 
Minister for \V orks can have read the papers 
and evidence that the committee supplied to 
the House, because they do not seem to be aware 
of the object for which the Bill was brought in. 
The lrtnd belonging to this trust consists of two 
portions, one a, consideraLly large portion on 
which i.' the mceconrse, and· the other a smaller 
portion which is cut off entirely from the larger 
by " main road of considerable width. That 
portion i:-; of no uHe whatever~ apparently, for 
racing pnriJoHeH, and the tru~tees accordingly 
ask for lea Ye to dispose of it ; and the committee 
have recmnmenderl that the Bill be so altered 
that whatever proceeds the trustees derive from 
the sale of this portion of land shall be devoted 
to no other object than the putting up of perma
ment improvements on the piece which remains. 
·with regard to altogether selling the whole 
of the racecourse, that is not, intended to 
be done in the meantime. The Bill merely 
provides for such a contingency arising, perhaps 
at some future time, simply from the circum
stfmce that the racecourse a pp ears to be in a not 
very eligible position, the acct'ss to it not very 
good, and that afterwards the tnmtees rnay 
think it advisable to procure a site even further 
from the town, if it is alongside the railway, 
whereby access to the racecourse would be 
greatly facilitated, and the objects of the 
trustees much better carried out for the benefit 
of the public.. I rlo not know the locality myself, 
but looking at the evidence given before the com
mittee, and at the recornmcncbtion the com
mittee hnve made with regard to the amend
ments in the Bill, I think the House will ]Je 
<Jnite ju.stified in passing the measure. J\Ioreover, 

if it is considered objectionable to give them the 
power to mortgnge, that part can be amended 
when the Bill col!les before us in committee. 

The J\IIi'\ISTER FOR LA:'\DS (Hon. C. ll. 
Dutton) said: Mr. Speaker,-As 1 hold Yery 
decided opinions on questions of this kind, I 
may be allowed to s:ty smnething U]JtJIJ the Bill. 
I certainly think that land granted for mJy 
special purpose to any body of men, whether 
trustees or other ver~om, slwnld not be allowed 
to be used in any way except for the purpose for 
which it "·as gmnted in the first instance. If 
powers of this kind are given to the trustees they 
may make any use they like of the land. As 
was well pointed out by the hon. member for 
South Brisbane (::\lr. :U'mser) in reference to the 
power to sell or rnortgage, it is only in the cat\C 

of selling that the Gove1·nor in Council has 
power to interfere. And if n1ortgaging is ex
pnngeil, and selling with the permission of the 
Governor in Council conceded, it says that the 
fnnds m>~y be applied to purchasing other land 
or for other racing pnrpose,. Now, for other 
racing purposes nmy 1nean deLts incurred-the 
Bill in reality will empower them to pay off the 
debts they incur in connection with racing. 

Mr. NELSO::\: We have altered that. 
The l\II::"<ISTER FOH LAKDS : Some hon. 

gentlemen have pointed out that a piece of the 
land is cut off from the piece on which the race
course is, ttnd that the trustees ought to be 
allowed to sell tbat piece and use the funds; but 
I rliffer from that view entirely. The land was 
granted specially for racing purposes~ and if it is 
no longer l'equired for racing it should revert to 
the Crown. To allow the trustees to use land more 
than they require is simply giving them an endow
lnent-nothing nwre or le~s. 'rhe Governn1ent 
might as wellgivetrustees three times as much land 
as they re<Juire for the purposes of the trust, and 
allow tlJem to cut it up into small lots, so that 
they may be permanently endowed. The same 
thing applies tcJ schools of arts, the trustees of 
which Hmnetilnes get nwre land than i~ rec1uired 
for building on, and who nlight juRt as \vell con1e 
down with a request that Parliament should allow 
them to sell ore-half as an additional endowment. 
That certainly \Vas never the intention of the 
C-l-overnn1ent in n1nking grants. The land in 
<Jnestion was given for a special purpose, and to 
that purpose it should he wholly dedicated, and 
it should remain there intact for all time. 
I think it a very dangerous power indeed 
under auv circunlHtance8 to enable tnmteeH 
to deal \Vith land in this way. If there 
was a special caf'ie where a racecourRe wa~ 
desired to be shifted from one part of a district 
to another, then the trustees might come down 
with a distinct pmpnsition for purchasing a given 
piece of lanrl in place ,,f the one they ac;ked 
power to sell ; but in this case they do nothing 
of the kind. If they get the power asked for in 
the Bill they may sell the land, and hereafter 
the people of ::Vlary borough may be left without 
a racecourse. I think that after receiving a grant 
of land, if the peeple of a district cannot collect 
sufficient funds to carry on without asking for 
power to sell or mortgilge that land, the soonel' 
they giYe up racing the Letter. 

The COLOXIAL THEASl~HER (Hon. J. R. 
Dickson) said: Mr. Speaker,-I think the 
debate this evening will do good, because it will 
give the country, anrl trustees of public lands 
especially, the opportunity of knowing that 
Parlhtment is resolved to prevent them abusing, 
I may say, their trusts in the manner they have 
hitherto been allowed to do by parliamentary 
sanction-namely, by mortgaging or selling their 
land, and getting rid of their trw-;tR in a tnanner 
not contemplated when the grants were made. 
I quite agree with every word which fell from 



G1·atuity to Mrs. Bult6t. [11 SEPTE)IBE!l.j Gratuity to ~~:fl's. Buh!Jt. 

my hon. culleague the J\Iinister for Lands ; but 
I do think that, while this is a very proper line 
of action to adopt in future, we ought not at the 
present time to embarrass the trustees of the 
J\!Iaryborongh ra.ceconrse, who jJ(lSSibly look to 
a realisation of a portion of their land-which it 
is admitted they cannot employ-for the purpose 
of relieving thern of pecuniary embarrasBn1ents. 
I may say that T am in favour of allowing at the 
present time the disposal of that portion which 
is outside the comse, and which they say can 
never be utilised for racing purpose~ ; but I mn 
equally opposed to allowing them either to ,;ell 
subject to the approval of the Governor in 
Council, or to 1nortgage 'vith a view to purchas
ing· another piece of land at a future time. I 
say when that contingency arises, should the 
trustees come before Parliament with their 
case, Parliament will then be prepared to 
deal with the subject; bnt to give them power 
in view of a future exigency ansing is encouraging 
them to act in that direction ; and I can quite 
see that there would be a very great difference 
between allowing them that power subject to the 
approval of the Governor in Council, and com· 
pelling them to cmne before Parliament at any 
future time to make good their case. "C'nder the 
circumstances, I shall support the second reading 
of the Bill with a view of enabling it to go into 
committee, but I shall certainly oppose it when 
in committee in its present form; because, in the 
case of the racecourse of this citv, I consider it 
would have been much better for the trustees if 
in the past they had not obtained parliamentary 
sanction to sell a very extensive area of their 
land which, at the present time, has atto,ined 
that increased value which, by judicious holding, 
would have relieved them of all embarmssments 
in the past, and provided a handwme income in 
the future. I quite believe in compelling the 
trustees of public lanrls to adhere to the nature 
of their trusts, and it is only because we have in 
the past allowed some of those trustees the in· 
dulgence that I would sanction the parting with 
" portion at the present time which it is ad· 
mitted is not required for the purpose of racing. 
I may say that I believe in racing, and hope 
that it will long· continue a national pastime. 
I think it has always been recognised as a 
national pastime in the country which we are 
proud to hail from, and I hope it may long con
tinue to be acclimatised in Qneensland. l~ n<ler 
these circumstances I shall give my vote in such a 
manner ns will, I trust, relieve the trn.,tees of 
their present embarrassment, but not assist them 
in getting rid of an area of land which I hope 
will long continue to be used for sporting pur· 
poses. 

Question-That the Bill be read a second time 
-put, and the House divided:-

A YES, 18. 
)[rssrs. ::\files, Dickson. Sheridan. Scott, :Xelson, 

.Tes.sop, Archer, 'ranace, Beattie, 1\Ic\Yhannell, Poxton, 
Black, Donaldson, Isambert, Annear, Smyth, l~ailey, and 
J'raser. 

NoY.s, 13. 

:\Iessrs. Alana, Foote, :"lm·ton, Dutton, Bale, Palmer, 
Ferguson. J. Camp bell, ::1-Iidgley, Horwitz, Kates, Lalor, 
aml 'White. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

The committal of the Bill was made an Order 
of the Day for Thursday next. 

' GRATUITY TO MRS. BUHOT. 
i\Ir. BLACK, in moving-
That this House will, at its next sitting, reJ;;olve 

itself into a Committee of the ''rhole to consider the 
clesirablencss of IH'Psontmg an Addre.s:-; to the Governor, 
praying that His l~xcellency will he plen.S~cd to cause to 
be placed on the :Supplementary I•;stimntes for 188·1-5 a 
sum oi money not exceeding Five hundred pouncls1 as a 

gratuity to the widm\' of the lat.e ,John HuhOt, in reeog
nit.ion of the service he rendered in nssbling to develop 
the sugar industry or Queensland at its initiation-

sa.id: I have very oTer~t plea.sure in tipeaking to 
thb nwtion, ~1r·. §peaker, beca,utie I think it 
has always been recognised as one of the 
principle8 of govern1nent, that, where it can be 
clearly shown that an industry is the result t;f 
an individual's efforts or energy, that perF'ml rs 
entitled to receive some recognition from the 
State as a reward. lt will be necessary in going 
into this matter to ask hon. members to cttl! to 
their mind,; what was the st>ete of affairs in 
Queensland at the initiation of the sugar 
industry. I will go back to the year 18G2. 'Iwo
and-t\Yenty years ago, as hon. rne1nbcrFJ well kno\v, 
we had growing; here in the Gardens, in Brisbane, 
SU"ar·cane, an article that was then looked upon 
by" many people with a certain amount o 
curiosity. They were told that it wa~ sugar 
cane, but they little thought at that tune tha 
those few plants in the Botanic Gardens were 
likely to lead to t.he foundation of the agricnl
tural prosperity of Queensland in the future. It 
·was truo there \vas the cane growing, but there 
were grave doubts expressed by :'1any men at 
that time as to whether it was poss1ble, although 
the cane was in existence, that the juice from 
that cane could ever be manufactured into the 
article of commerce known a~ sugar. I am told 
that several experiments were made to convert 
the cane into sugar, which resulted in a, failure. 
The juice was crushed by the primitive methods 
then in opemtion. It was boiled without the 
know ledge necessary to ensure success, and the 
result waswlmt has been frequently described as a 
treacly substance of no commercial value whatever. 
About this time the late Mr. Buhbt, a native of 
the Barbadoes, arrived in Queensland. He was 
a man of an active, energetic temperament, and 
who devoted the whole of his life, I am informed, 
to tropical agriculture. It has never been denied 
that the late Mr. Buh6t was undoubtedly an 
expert in the manufacture of sugar ; with the 
enthusiasm characteristic of the man, he at once 
entered into that pursuit here, for which he was 
undoubtedly fully qualified. He ~xpressed his 
certainty that the cane grown in Br1sbane at the 
time was capable of being manufactured into 
RUO'ar and to prove the soundness of his vinws 
he~ obtained, I believe, from the present junior 
member for North Brisbane (Mr. Brookes), the 
necessary utensi!H to make the experiment. He 
obtained some iron potR frotn the present jnninr 
member for North B1·isbane (Mr. Brookes), and 
he appears to have crushecl some cane which he 
got from Mr. Hill, of the Botanic Gardens, by 
a very primitive method-for, I believe, a litho
graphic press was all he could get for the 
purpose at the time ; aml in a very short 
time made what- awl I have ne\·er heard 
it contradicted -was the first granulated sugar 
ever produced in (iueensland. It WiLS made, 
as I have said, from cane grown in the Botanic 
Gardens here, and in utensils provided by l\fr. 
Brookes. l\Ir. Buhot made about G lbs. of sugar, 
which was looked upon at -the time with the 
greatest curiosity. There is no doubt in my 
mind that his efforts at that time attracted pubhc 
attention more than it would otherwise have 
been attracted to this matter, and gradually led 
one and another to improved confidence in the 
sugar industry; and from that time, two. 
and-twenty years ago, hon. members k'!ow 
what has been the result. At the present tJme 
we have something iike 40,000 acres in different 
parts of the colony under sugar.cane. I am not 
prepared to say that had the late Mr. Buhot not 
made that experiment we should not now he 
growing sugar, for I believe that later on other 
people having an equal knowledge of the snb]ect 
would have a,rrivecl in the CQ]<.>ny from oth 
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parts, and that experiment would eYentually 
have been made; but I have no doubt whatever 
th:1t he wrs the first to prove that sugar conl<l 
be made in <lueensland, an<l fl'Jm that time he 
appears to lmve devoted his energies in teach
ing and inducing other~ to go into the irulnstry. 
It is quite certain that two-and-twenty years ago 
the people in the colony were only too anxious 
to ~ee smne tro1>ical agricultural ind1.mtry eHtah~ 
lished. It was two years bter than that, 1\ l1en 
the Government, I believe, thinking that there 
was likely to be a gmnd future for our colony in 
this direction, passed the sugar ::tncl cotton regu
lations-regula,tions by which people wishing 
to prosecute tropical agriculture were enabled 
to get land on tenns which were considered 
especially favourable for them. The Government 
not only did that, but com;idered it was only 
judiciow; at the titue to provide Rufficient lallOur 
for pro~ecuting thi:-:; indnr:;try. There if-i 110 doubt 
that :VIr. Bnh<lt's first attempt led many to take 
np la,nd, and a very large gnwunt of capital 
wa,, intmduced into the colony of 4ueenshwl. 
}'rom thflt time nut it gradually became a 
colony of V('ry con::;iderab1e agricultural iinpor
tauce~an Lnportance which haR been recog-
nised by the whole world ; am! it has been 
the means, I believe, of introducing more 
capibLl into the colony in a sho1ter space of time 
than any of the other industries which Queens
land possess'JS. It is only right that I should 
mention th:ct this claim of Mr. Buhot has 
previuusly b<'en before this House. I hold in my 
hand a report from a select committee ap
pointed ten years af"o-in 1874. That committee 
exainined a nurnber of witnesseR, and consi~ted 
of Mr. Griffith (our present PrmMier), Mr. 
:i\Ioreton, Mr. Buzacott, Mr. :i\Iacrossan, and 
:i\fr. Grahflm. l shall read a portion of the 
report which that committee brought up at that 
time. I ha.-e looked carefully over the evidence 
contained in that report, and I must say that I 
think that committee were perfedly j ustitied 
in bringing up the report which they did ; and 
I an1 very Inuch at a loss to knnw how it was 
that their report wa,s not acted UjJOH in a favour
able way for the late :VIr. Buhot. That report 
states:-

"That ~Tour ('Oll1lllittee have taken the e-ridence of 
l\Ir .. John BnhtJt. George Edmond~tone, J<:s<tUire, 1\LL.A .. , 
3-lr. \Villiam Brooke:;;, and :\lr. Charles Coxen; and have 
also reeeived and considered certain p}tlJers and docu
ments snhtuit.ted to t.lle committee bv Mr. HuluJt in 
snvport of his petition. u 

" That. .:\lr. l{nhOt 'vas the 1irst person who actually 
lH:-tde granulated snga,r in Qneen~lawl, from sugar-cane 
grm.yn ill tlte <'Olony. 

"That before the vcar 1862 iwhen ::\Ir. Bnh6t ~ne
ceedf'fl in mnking suCh sugar) lllany l1el'c•Ons had con
templated the lJOS:'iibility of growiu~ sugar-cane to protit 
in the colon~·. but it was not aseertaine1l whether sugar 
could actually be produced from snch can,~. 

"'l'ilat your committee are of opinion from the eYidence 
that l\Ir. Hulu)t's experiments wm·e, untler the circum
stances. the mea,ns of attracting greater attention to the 
cultivation of sugar in Queenslantl than it would other
wise have receivctl at that time. 

"That 1Ir. HuhtJt in the earlierda~Ts of sugar cultivation 
in the eolon.Y devoted mnch time and energy to assist
ing intending planters in diffr-rent vlaees, and also, by 
hi~ writings in the Press, diffused information on the 
subject. 

·· 'l'hat under tlie circumstnnr,es :\fr. Buht)t i~ entitled 
to the ('!'edit of having greatly contributed to the 
yermanent and speedy establi~lunent of the industry 
ot' sugar-growing in the eolony ." 
I think moHt hon. members will agree with me 
in expres~ing a certain mnonut of surprise that 
after a committee, composed of the gentlemen I 
have refened to, had brought up a report appa
rently so extremely favourable to Mr. Buh<lt's 
claim<, that report was not acted upon. But 
between the time th<tt Mr. Bnhot made those 
tirst experiments in 1H62, and twelve years 
afterwards, in 187 4, a somewhat different state 
of 1>ffail·s h!>d eo m~ oyer the Golony. others 

had, at that later time, gone into the sugar 
indu'-'try, and a vast atnount of new experience 
hac1 been brought to bear upon it. Those 
interested in the questinn had introduced men of 
still greater Hcientific attainments than the late 
lVIr. J3uhclt; and l\Ir. Buhut-who, I must say, 
was not a man of an amiable frame of mincl-lmd 
undoubtedly made himself rather nnpopnlflr 
a1nnngst tll(_me whmn he profes~ed to be so 
n.nxinu:-; to teach. He waR very dogmatic. But 
that has nothing to do with the claim which I 
now fonnd on behalf of his wife. He undoubtedly 
spent the last years of his life in establishing 
this industry in Queenslanc1. Again we find 
that in lli67, or five years after Mr. Buhot's first 
experiments were made, the Hon. Louis Hope 
hac! his claims brought before this House, and in 
a very a.ble and pron1inent 1nanner ; so much so 
that this House granted to the Hon. Louis Hope 
2,ii00 acres of land as a reward to him for 
his energy in "'persevering" with the industry. 
I am quite prepared to admit that the Hon. 
Loui., Hope had undoubted reasons for hadng 
his claim acceded to by the House, as a gentle
rna.n who invested a large Slun of n1oney and 
per severed in the face of many difficulties that 
occurred at that time; bnt that d<>es not take 
away in any degree from the justice of the claim 
that I lay before this House: th')t Mr. Buh6t 
was the first who attracted public attention to 
the matter, and ]Jroved that sugar could be 
made from the cane then grown in Queensland. 
I consirler that these are two different claims. 
The Hon. Louis Hope no doubt sacrificed 
a great deal, and he received a proportionate 
reward; but I maintain that Mr. Bnh6t also 
sacrificed a great rleal, and that without possibly 
knowing that his efforts were going to meet 
with the great sncce"s which has undoubtedly 
crowned them. I believe the family of Mr. 
Buhot is well known to many hon. members of 
this House ; and though I do not wish in any 
way to make an appeal ad mi"eTicm·dimn on the 
subject, I do say that, had he been a man who 
was less nervously anxious to promote the future 
welfare of this colony, he would not have 
sacrificed so many years of his life as he un
doubtedly did; and had he been a more selfish 
man he might have left his family far better 
provided for than, I am sorry to say, they are. 
\Vhen :i\fr. Buhot was examined before the com
mittee, this was what took place:-

" ,,~hat did you do when you arrived in this colony ? 
·what was your first oceupation here? I brought letters 
of introduetion to .Tutlge J.utwyehe, and I ealled on l\Ir. 
George R:d'f and Jlr. Ham. 1\.Jr. Raft' nslwd me if I under
stooU the manufacture of sngar, and I told him I did. 
He told me that if I eould pro<lnce one pound of granu
lated sugar he would form a corrqmny and give me the 
management. I told him to find me the eanes, and I would 
rapidly do so within forty-eight hours. He said if that was 
all Irequiredhewonldsoon dotltat, and added: 'But mind 
that von do not fail; l~owden tried lt before, and failed. 
If yoll fail. it ·will retard sngar indnstry for years.' He 
gave me a letter to :.·ur. Waiter Hill; I took it to that 
gentleman at the Rota,nic Gardens, and there selected 
canes as nearly tit for manufactnre as I could 1ind. 
They had been previously cut by Bowden; lmt with 
what canes I could iind I made some experiments. 
I~rom five gallons of raw juice I made 6 lbs. of eured 
sngar. 'l'his was done at J-ir. Brookes's biscuit f:wtory in 
Queen street. 

"]{y :Jlr. Graham: You marle an experiment in Queen 
street, wllich resulted in your producing from live gal
lons of juice, 6 lbs. of sngar? Yes; which is at the rate 
of 1.856 gallons of litgwr to the ton of :;;ngar; and that 
iR as hi;.!h a rate as any planter ean llroclnce. 

"By the Chairman: ·what appliances 1..lid you have? 
I had two or three common pots which I borrowed rrmn 
:J.:lr. Brookes, ironmonger. rrhe eanes were taken from 
the Botanic Gardens to .l\Ir. Brookes's biscuit fa,ctory, and 
'vith the biscuit mill I sqneezed the cane." 
\V ell, sir, I do not think it would be right to 
occupy the time of the Honse too long by reading 
what ~ny hon. member can read for himself if he 
Wis!JeK l but SO f~r f\H J knoW-!lnd J fill) Ytll')' 
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familar with the sugar industry since its initia
tion-it has never been clispnted that lYir. John 
Buhc)t was the first peroon who proved that 
sugar could be n1ade frmn cane grtnYn in (lueens~ 
land. Of course, to us at the present day that 
does not :;eem to be a very remarkable thing : but 
when we consider the smallness of the colony 
two-and-twenty years ago, and how important it 
was to us then to have an indlmtry such as this 
has proved itself to be, I do nut think I am 
asking too n1l1Ch in asking the House favourablY 
to consider this request, and to testify in the way 
that I have suggested to the great benefits that 
the colony has undoubtedly derived from the 
early efforts of Mr John Buhot. 

The PREMIER said : I was chairman of the 
committee which sat in 1874 to consider the 
petition of :Hr. Buhi\t. The committee took a 
great_ deal of trouble over the matter, and agreed 
mutmrnonsly t'> the repmt the hon. member for 
:Vf ackay lms referred to. The conclusion they 
came to had nothing whatever to do with l\Ir. 
Buhi',t's ability or c:<pacity to manufacture su~ar 
or anything of that kimi ; they simply em{~ue~ 
rated the exact grounds upon which they based 
their recommendation-that he was the first 
perRon whn actually 1nade granulatecl suo-ar in 
Queenslanrl ; that his experiments were- " 

"'l'he means of attracting· greater attention to the 
cnltivation of sugar iu Qucen~Iancl than it woulCl other
wise have received at that time. That 1Ir. Buhbt, in 
the e)\rlier daj:s of sngar cultinttion in the colony, 
devoted much time and energy to assisting intending 
planter::; in different places, and also, by his writings in 
the Press, diffused information on the snbject. That 
nnder the circumstances .:\Ir. Buh6t is entitled to the 
credit of having greatly eontribnte<l to the permanent 
~tnd.spcedy f•:;.;tablishrnent of the industry of sugar-grow
Ing 111 the colony." 
After this le pse of time I do not see any 
reason to change my opinion in that respect. I 
believe he was entitled to that credit, and it was 
the practice of this House in former clays to 
reward persons who had been the means as 
pioneers, of contributing to the estabiiRh
ment of new industries. I moved the adop
tion of the report, and when it was ne~a
tivecl I was very sorry for it. I see "'no 
reason to alter the opinion I then formed 
after carefully considering the evidence and I 
therefore feel justified in supporting th~ motion 
of the hon. member. I think no harm can be 
done in recognising the services of men who were 
early pioneers, provided they have rendered 
good servic_e to the country; on the contrary, 
great good Is done. \Ve have had clairns Lronght 
here frorn rnen pretending to be pioneers, who 
have rendered no service at all to the country· 
but I believe in this instance 3111r. Buh6t h·a~ 
rendered great service. \Vhat was recommended 
then was a grant of !500 acreH, which was con
sidered equivalent to £2ii0. I think that amount 
ought not to be exceeded if the House is disposed 
to consider the matter. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said: I think 
my name will be found recorded apcinst this 
rnotion, or a similar one brought forward smne 
years ago. The hon. member for :VIackay has 
moved-

" 'fhat this IIonsc will, at its next :o;itting, resolYe itself 
into a Committee of the Whole to conf'ider the desirable
ness of presenting an Address to 'l'he G-overnor, praying 
that His Rx:cellener will he pleased to cause to be 
place cl on the Supplementary Estimates for 1 8'34-5 a snm 
of money not exceeding live hundred pounds, as n 
gratuity to the widow of the late John BuhOt, in 
recognition of the serviee he l'endered in assisting to 
develop the sugar industry of Queensland at its 
initiation." 
·well, Mr. Speaker, I am verv doubtful whether 
the sugar industry has been a benefit or a curse 
to this colony. Any stranger who has been in 
the Hmme for the last few clays, while the Irn
migmtion Rill has been nncter di-~cns~ion, m not 

have got a surfeit of bbck draught that would 
serve him for all time to come; and I say if this 
industry is only to be carried on successfully by 
swanning the country with servile ln,bour it is n. 
curse to Queensland and not a benefit. \Vhy, 
what has the Government been asked to do by 
the sugar-phnters, by the promoters of this 
industry, which is said to be the great 
incltmtry of the colony? They have been 
asked by these planters to go blackbird-catch
ing to bring labour to the colony to cultivate the 
sugn,r plantatinns. And yet now we are a:-;ked to 
grant £ii00 to the representatives of Mr .• John 
Buh6t, who, by-the-by, ruined one sugar-planter; 
and I believe it was the most fortunate thing that 
could happen to that gentleman, who is now 
in the Government Service, and getting a very 
good salary. l think it was a most fortnuate 
thing for that gentleman that Mr. Buhot was 
the manager of his plantation, and destroyed his 
fi""t crop. That one thing compelled that geutle
tnan to relinquish the n1anufc:tcturc of sugar a1Hl 
take service umler the Government. The hrm. 
member talked about lYir. BuhGt, and e;-ery time 
he nsed the name he mouthed it well. He said 
l\Ir. Bnht>t was the first man to manufacture 
sugar; but I can tell the hrm. member that sugar 
was cultivated at Port .Macquarie fifty years ago. 

l\Ir. STEVK~SON : That is not Queensland. 
The ::VIIKISTER JWR WORKS: And it was 

cultivated at Brisbane vVater by :Mr. Scott many 
years before Mr. Buh6t thought of it. 

Mr. BLACK: \Vas there any sugar made? 
The l\HXISTER l<'OR WORKS: The House 

has had dozens of these gratuity-seeker" applying 
to it session after se,;sion. I recollect well the 
firHt titne Parlian1ent was asked to grant a bonns 
in the shape of a land-grant to Captain Hope. 
It was then said that he first introduced the 
cultivation of sugar into Queensland; but I 
oppo,;ed that motion, and I will oppose all such 
schemes. Do you mean to tell me, l\Ir. Speaker, 
that Captain Hope or John Bnhbt have clone all 
these services for the benefit of the countrv? 
Had they not an eye to their own benefi"t? 
\Vhat is the use of talking nonsense and intro
ducing such measures? \Vhy, the hon. member 
for Normanhy ha,! a scheme the other clay for 
granting a gratuity to somebody who discoverer! 
some port or other ! I think the time has come 
when we ought to have done with all this sort of 
thing. I should like to know on what grounrl 
Mr. Buh6t's rehti ves are entitled to this gmnt of 
£il00. \Vhat did he do'! The hon. member for 
l\Iaclmy has told us he was the first man in 
Queensland to make sugar from the juice of 
the cane. Surely there is no very great se.cret 
in that, and I cannot see that there is any very 
great secret in 1naking Rngar ont of sngar-cane ! 
Is it not done where\"er the cane is cultivated? 
And yet we are asked to vote £.500 or the public 
money to the widow of a rnan who simply vva~ 
unsuccessful, in nutking sugar ! l~ pon 1uy word, 
a more lame excuse I never heard; and I think 
my hon. colleague the Premier must have been 
imposed upon whPn he consented to sign the 
report of the Select Committee who recom
mended the appropriation of any money for such 
a purpose. I intend to vote against all similar 
motions; and if I could have got anyone to stone
wall the 1notion for granting 2,000 acres of land 
to Captain Hope I would have done so, although 
it was really that gentleman who first cultivated 
sugar. 

Mr. FOOTE: He never made any. 
TheMIKISTER FOR WORKS: The country, 

at all events, was robbed of 2,000 acres of land 
under false pretences. I am astonished at the 
way the hon. member for Mackay has spoken. 
Rather than give that hon. member coolies for 
working his plantations, l would ~>bo)ish th~ 
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sug-ar industry. It is an admirable thing for 
the hon. member for ::'.Iackay when he gets up to 
talk about proper regulations for eo<) lies. \Vhy, 
has not the hon. member used his kanakas as 
nurses and dmnestic r-;ervants, and in ma.nv other 
ways? \Vhat sort of regulations would suit the 
hon. member? \Vhenever he gets U!J to talk 
upon this question he cries out about pr<•per 
regulations. They would have to be very 
proper regulations to suit the hfm. member. 
They would be improper. The hon. member 
cries out about coolie labonr, while he has 
bmakas to nurse his children and as chamber
maids. I do not think any regulations that 
could be passed would suit him. I slutll vote 
against this 1notion. 

Mr. RTEVENSON 'aid: I did not think that 
this motion of the hon. member for l'iiackay 
wonld have brought on a discussion upon the 
I,abour question. Last night the members of 
the Ministry got themselves into a very peculiar 
position in regard to each other. \Ye found one 
member of the :Ministry contradicting another
and, in fact, two or three contradicting each 
other-but they are now in a far worse position. 
We find now a Minister telling us that the 
industry, to facilitate the carrying on of which 
the Premier brought in a Bill for the introduc·· 
tion of l>tbour, is actually a curse to the country. 
That is a most extraordinary position for either 
the Premier or the :Minister for \Vorks to be 
placed in. \Vhen the :Minister for \Vorks was 
absent from the Chamber, I thought he had been 
gazetted out of the Ministry, but I am glad to 
see him back again. The hon. member for South 
Brisbane spoke la,;t night about the House being 
divided against itself; but at the present moment 
we see a Ministry divided against itself. The 
Minister for Wnrks has not quite got at the 
que·~tion at issue. I did not hear the opening 
speech of the hon. member for :!if ackay, but 
I understand he wishes to grant a gratuity 
to the widow of this gentleman who was 
the first to make sugar from the cane in 
Queensland. 'rhe Minister for \Vorks takes 
the matter up in a different way, and says 
that sugar was grown in the colony long before 
Mr. Buh6t grew it ; but it was never said by the 
hon. member for .i\Iackay that Mr. Buh6t was 
the first to grow cane here. \Vhat he said was 
that he was the first to make sugar from cane. I 
intend to support the motion, because I think it 
is a fa,ir thing to give encouragmnent to any 1nan 
who has helped to <levelop the resources of the 
colony in any way whatever. Notwithata.nding 
what the Minister for \Vorks said, that he con
sidered the sug~tr indu•try had been a curse to 
the colony instead of a blessing, I maintain that, 
for at least the last ten years, this sugar industry 
has given employment to a great many of 
our countrymen in the colony. \Vhile ad
mitting Lhat it is only by coloured labour that 
the sugar mdustry can he profitably carried on, 
I say that had it not been for that industry seve
ral thousands of our countrymen who have been 
receiving a high rate of wages in the colony 
could not have been employed. The Minister 
for \V orks or the Premier may wish to kill that 
industry, or they may not, but it has been the 
rneu.ns of giving ernployrnent to rnany of our 
countrymen, not only as ordinary field labourers, 
but as mechanics and so on. If, therefore, l'ilr. 
Bnh6t was the first man to show that sugttr 
could be made in the colony, it will give en
couragement to others who may wish to develop 
any other industry to show that we appreciate 
his efforts in a substantial way. Even the 
Minister for \Vorks, I am sure, possesses a good 
heart, and wishes to do something for the Widow 
of this man, whose circumstances are not, per
haps, as good as they might be, I sh~ll support 
the motion. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In explana
tion, I wish to say that the hon. member has put 
words into my month which are not correct. I 
said that if this imlustry could not be carried on 
without servile labou1· it would he a curse to the 
country rather than a benefit. The h<m. member 
put it in a somewhat different light. As to the 
widow for whom the gratuity is asketl, I mu 
prepared to give a subscription if necessary. 

Mr. STJ,;VEXSOJ'\: I will make a personal 
explanation, too. The hon. member knows per
fectly well the circumstances under which the 
sugar industry has been carried on, and instead 
of sheltering himself under the plea of servile 
labour he ought to go straight to the lJoint. 

Mr. KA TES eaicl : If this is to be established 
as a precedent I shall certainly oppose it, for if 
everyone who has started a new industry in the 
colony were to come before the House and claim 
£500 or £1,000 it would take a great deal of 
money out of the Treasury. I myself might 
claim the reward. Previo•Js to the year 1870, 
wheat was produced on the Darling Downs, bnt 
the manufacture of that wheat into flour had not 
been very successful. I erected flour-mills on 
the Downs, and succeeded in making good flour; 
and that new industry has been the means of 
mnploying a great rnany people, and hat~ been Ro 

successful that this year, if that dreaded pest, 
rust, keeps away, we shall have fiOO,OOO or 
GOO,OOO bushels of wheat produced on the Darling 
Downs. In the same way the hon. member for 
Oxley (:Mr. Grimes) might come forward and 
claim £!500 or £1,000 tor having successfully 
started the arrowroot industry. I do not think 
it desirable to estttblish such a precedent as this ; 
it would be a greett drain upon the resources of 
the colony ; and I hope the hon. member for 
Mackay will not go any further, but withdraw 
his motion. 

Mr. I<'RASER said : \Vhen this question was 
before the House on a. former occasion I was one 
of those who veted against it, and I see no 
reason for changing n1y opinion ll(HV. I regret 
very much that it has been brought forward 
under the present circumstances. I have reason 
to believe that l\[r. Buhot's family are in some
what necessitous circumstances, and if the f]Uestion 
had been introduced from a charitable point of 
view I should hesitate before opposing it; but 
when its merits are made to rest upon the claims 
advanced on behalf of Mr. Buh6t as being the 
pioneer sugar producer of the colony I do not 
think I should be justified in supporting it. It 
may be perfectly true that Mr. Buh6t was 
actually the first to make sugar in the colony ; 
but I venture to say, and the faq,ts will prove it, 
that his subsequent connection with the sugar 
industry in this colony t.ended rather to dis
courage than to develop it. \Vhen the <juestion 
came before the House in 1874, Sir Arthur 
Palm er, whose remarks are always to the point, 
spoke as follows on J\1r. Buh6t's connection with 
~Ir. llaff in sugar-grolving :~ 

":\Ir. nu hOt also s1tid. 'I do not thin le it necessarY to 
call :Jfl·. Raff 'i and he ciuHe agreed with him that it ;vas 
not necessary to call that gentleman. He believed he 
lmd nearly ruined .:.'lfr. Raff; he (:\1r. Palmer) had heard 
}fl'. Ra.ff !'ay something to that effect. lie thought it 
exceedingly strange that the committee did not call 
even one of the gentlemen with whmn :J.Ir. llnhOt was 
engaged." 
Neither Captain vVhish, nor the Hon. Louis 
Hope, nor Mr. Raff was called. I wish to point 
out the fact that, though Mr. Buh6t might 
have been the first to manufacture sugar 
in the colony, a g-reat deal of his services 
to the sugar industry did more to injure it than 
to advance its progTess. It is a very singular 
thing that all the plantations on which he was 
engaged, and with which he had any connection, 
have, without exception, turned out failures. That 
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might not have been Mr. Bnh6t's fault in every 
respect ; but it is equrtlly singular that the pbnta
tions under different rnana.gerr1ent, in the same 
localities, lmve succeeded up to the present time. 
I should have felt much more at liberty in dealing 
with this question were it not that I know 
Mr. BnhOt is not here to reply or to vindicrtte 
himself; and thus I regard the motion more as 
an nppeal for charity to J\Ir. BuhtJt's widow than 
n rewanl for any merit in connection with J\fr. 
Unh6t':-; r;erviee:-;. I ~lutll, therefore, content 
nJyself with saying very little on the matter. 
1 fully recogni;-.;e the intporbtnce of the sugar 
industry; I h;we never nmlervaluecl it. As a 
succeJ.sfnl industry it has attained great im
vurt;~nce, and I believe it is d'"tined to attain 
still greater importance. I do not think it can 
be disputed that a considerable number of 
gentlemen in connection with the industry have 
ah·eady mnde fortunes out of it. Tlmt being 
so, instead nf nsking the country to rewnrcl the 
pioneer of strgar nmnufacture, I think it would 
be a more graceful thing, and it would not 
trench much on the resource~ of those who have 
benefited largely by the introduction and the 
success of the industry, if they would each con
tribute a mite to mnke up the mnonnt now asked 
for. If they did that, I think it would show the 
sincerity of their opinions in regard to the view 
held, that l'>Ir. Bnh6t was the pioneer of sugar 
1nanufactnre in this colony. I an1 sorry, front 
a charitable considemtion, that I cnnnot support 
the vote. 

:Mr. FERGuSO=" said: I feel inclined to 
snppnrt the motion of the hon. member for 
Mackay, especial!,, after the remarks of the hon. 
the Premier to-night. He stated that he was 
chairman of n select committee which sat upon 
the matter some time ngo, and that that com
mittee reported favourably upon it, and recom
mended that a bonus should be given to this 
gentleman for his services; and I support it for 
other reasons. The House has recognised the 
principle for many years. \Ve paid n consider
nhle bonus to the individual who first cultivated 
a.nt l exported so 1na.ny bales of cotton ; we have 
J.Htid Reveral l'P\Val'(l~ for the discovery of new 
goldfields; and we also pnid a large rewnrcl in 
cash ns well as a grant of land to the woollen 
mnnnfacturers who have established that industry 
nt Ipswich. They received, I am inf"rmed, 
£1,000 in money, ns well as 1,000 acres of land; 
so that the House has recognised the principle 
long ag,>, and, I believe, still recognises 
it. I think, sir, that the gentleman, or the 
family of the gentleman, who first manufactured 
sugar in C,lneenolnnd, is as much entitled to 
a bonus as any of the other persons who 
have received grants of that kind. The sugar 
industry I consider one of the lending industries 
of the colony, and it is likely to continue so. At 
all events it will if it gets )Jroper encourag-e
ment from this House. The amount asked for 
by the motion is very small, and I think the 
least the House can do is to grant it to the family 
of the gentleman who first manufactured sugar 
out of cane in Queem;land, especially as we have 
granted much lnrg·er sums in similnr cases before. 
I sha,ll support the motion. 

Mr. "\LAND said : I always fed very unde
cided when motiono like the present come before 
the House, more especially when appenls are 
mnde to hou. members to remember the necessi
tons circnn1stn,nces of the fn.1nily. Ho\veYer, 
looking back to the year 1874, when the nmtter 
was before the House, I am disposed to pay some 
nttention to the report of the Select Committee 
tha,t -..vatl hrought up on tha.t oee;.t~iun, although 
it received Yer,y slight encouragm11ent from the 
House itself. In refereuce tu what the lvm. 
IUB!Uber for r•ocklmmpton hao Gaicl, I do not thil+~ 

there is very much connection between the bonuses 
that were paid to the growers of cotton a1;d the 
<Juestion before the House ; and I should like to 
lJoint out, Hir, that the sugar-growers. of the 
colony have been equally protected wit~ the 
growers of cotton, in the olden dnys. \Vlule the 
cotton-growers received a bmnm for the pro
duction of cotton, the sugar-growers are protected 
to the extent of the ituport dnty on ~ngnr, \Vhich, 
I an1 (tnite :-;nrc, is equal to ::1nythi.nM the cottou
growers obtain eel hy their bonns. l slmll R11J >pott 
the nwtinn HO f::tr a.<.; going into cmnmitteo~ n.nd 
I trust that some recognition will be lll<"llle of 
the services of ;\'fr. Bnh.>t. T do not think "-e 
luwe to consider whether he wa,; reallv snc
cessful or nut. \V e know that it was tl!rough 
his instrumentality, at all e\·ents, that an im
petus \Vas given to the rrtannfaetnre of sugar in 
this colony. \V e know that in all sorts of indus
tries those who start them generally fail. If I 
am correctly informed, there are very few of tl;e 
original gr(nvers and Inanufacturers of ~ugar In 
the neighbourhood of Maclmy who die! any good 
at fir.st. At all events, those who followed them 
hnve reaped their reward. I shall support the 
motion for going into committee. 

Mr. MIDGLEY said: I can only be gnidedin 
coming to a decision on this question hy the con
clusion to which the committee came some years 
ngo when this matter was referred especially to 
their attention; and they, after mature examim<
tion into the facts of the case, and the calling of 
witnesses, decided by a majority, or unanimously, 
that Mr. Buh6t was entitled to consideration 
and some kind of recompense at the hands 
of the State. I need not say how delightful 
it is to me, with my temperament, to see any 
matter brought before the House which causes 
cliYision amongst JVIinisters. It is a matter of 
the utmost gratification to me. It affonls some 
sort of shelter or justification for the part which 
I sometime,; play in this Honse ; :tnd it would 
only complete my gratification if I could henr 
l\fini~teeH ask each other, "\Vhy don't you go 
over to the other side?" It merdy shows thnt on 
nwny 1natters, 1nen who, generally speaking, are 
of 011e n1ind, or think in the sa.nte WfLY, have 
incliddual consciences, indiYidual judgu1ent, and 
individual intentions, and that they make use 
of them. I should really like what'I have sa!d 
just now to be in some special way inserted m 
Hanscl1'd. I think that the Hcmxm·d staff are 
renlly deficient, inasmuch as the)' do not have 
n1arginal notes to Bansard. Hon. 1nmnbers 
ought not only to have their speeches recorded, 
but there ought to be some kind of marginal inter
pretation. A speaker ought to beable,forinstance, 
to say,-" This io intended as a joke," "This 
is intended to bR satirical," "This is intended 
ftS banter," and so on. The speeches thnt we 
make from time to time go fcrth to the people 
outside, and there is nothing-there is no inter
preting clause-there nre no marginal notes to 
indicate the spirit, temperament, or intention 
with which they have been spoken. Matters 
which are F:aid in a joking manner, which is 
very needful at times to relieve the monotony 
of clebntes, go forth as the gober utterances of 
hon. members. I am sure the hem. member for 
Bnlonne will second my suggestion that some 
such scheme should be carried out. I am sure 
there is no man in the House who more seriously 
needs such nn interpretation clause thnn he does. 
He gets the reputation of heing no better than 
he ought to l>e for his pnrlimnentary condnct in 
this House. Perhaps he is no better than he 
ought to be; but I know thnt many of these 
things are read as they were never intended to 
I >e read when they were spoken. The consiclcra
tion with rne in dealing \Vith the 1notion i~ this 
--th<tt it hnh a] ways been customary that the 
Stc.~te c .. huuld recognioe the fact that a mall who 
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e;;tal>li;;hes a new induotry, or develop., an 
indn;try, confer; a substantial benefit upon the 
connnunity; and it has further been the ctmtom 
of the State to consider that if snch an individual 
were in need, or those dependent upon him 
were in need, aml made application to 
the State, the man had some claim upon 
the l'8}Jl'e?.-Cllt::1ti ve:-; of the people for :-;olne 
recognition of hi:-; claiiu to retnuneratiun for 
hif' :-;crvicct:. I_ umv tnention in C\'il1once of 
this the fact' thnt b,;ve been nlre1 .. dy stated. In 
:tddition I may mention that there "is, 1 believe, 
npon the parlimnentary record:-; smnewhere, a 
Bill pao;><e<lpromising in prospective a very hu·ge 
awa,nl to any rnan or any cmnpany of 1uen \Vho 
shonld be the first to prodnce a certain quantity 
of pig-iron from smelted Queensland ore. There 
lms been a recognition of this fact throughout ; 
and now the question arises, was ;yrr. Buhot a 
man of this kind? Did he at any critical juncture 
of the inception, or the birth, of the sugar in
dustry-did he give the colony of Queensland 
any valuable information; did he place 
at the oervice of those who were willing 
to accept his services any information which 
proved beneficial, and caused others to go a step 
further in the matter than he himself could go? 
T hrcve talked with old colonists on the subject, 
and they have told me that J\Ir. Buhtlt was a man 
of this chamcter. :Mention has been made to-night 
that he h>ts no claim on this House, because he 
wcts" man of an infirm temper. If all men of 
infirm temper had no claim because of that 
infirmity, there would be a good many of them 
in the poor-house, if we lmrl one. I have known 
111en-ndnister~ of religion evC'n-who have 
been '<tdly affected with this infirmity. I 
ha,, e known 1nen enga.ged in the best of all work 
of a Sunclny morning, and when they should be 
in the most mniable JYHHHl, when they heard 
an oltl hen cackling outHide in very laudable 
an<l proper exultation-- up ha,; gone the 
\Vinduw aud out has gone a boot or Hmne 
other missile, nnd they lmve exhibited anything 
but a Job-like exhibition of temper. If men for 
infirmities of temper, which is very often the 
result of the work upon \l"hich they are engaged 
-a 1nan n1ay be irritaLle when he is engaged iu 
an itnportant experirnent-are not to have their 
claims recognised by this House, they will fare 
very badly at the hands of their fellow-men. I 
believe 2\Ir. Buh6t rendered good senke to the 
f:;Ugar industry ; and I an1 not one to speak 
disparagingly of that industry, as I said the 
other night. I believe that, so far from 
having attained its fnll growth, it is des
tined to be one of the most flourishing and 
important industries of Queensland for many 
years to come. l'iir. Kates, one of the mem
bers for Darling Downs, considers that he has 
some claim upon the State because of his flour
milling business. If the hon. member will die, we 
will give his claim, if it is a small one, our best 
consideration. But there is this difference : 
I consider that Mr. Kntes, if he can prove that 
he really has been the means of putting the 
flour-milling business in this colony on a firm 
basis, will have some chtirn, and it might be con
sidered on its merits ; hut he is in a position in 
which he does not need any assistance of the 
kind at the hands of the State. I wns very glad 
to hear that the Premier intended to vote for 
this motion; but I regretted to hear him say he 
considered the claim was perlmps too much. lf 
l'ifr. Bnht,t really rendered a good service to 
Queensland in the matter of establishing this in
du~try, anti if he wa:-; entitled to £250tenyear;-; ago, 
instead of being entitled to less now, he should 
be entitled to a good deal more ; aml if we are 
going to pay anything- at all I thiiJk ''"e nn~ht to 
do f'nmething rea::;onable, and nnt nnythini.( that 
that will lJio litLle ur ;,haLLy, aud timrurtl1y of 

the State. under these circumstances, I shall feel 
it to be my duty-although I am a little fractious 
about money matters, and jmtlous for the public 
purse sometimes--to vote for this gratuity to the 
widow who is in need. I feel justified in voting 
this sum to the widow of ;ylr. BuhOt. 

:\fr. ;yrcntEHEAD : I think it is ten years 
ago-in fact, I know it i~ that tilne-Hince thi~ 
clahu w~t~ firHt hrought before Parliantelit. 
I opposed it at tlmt time, ami I re;;Tet t<> 
~a.y that I have no l'ett-.;on to alter 111y opinion 
nnw. The hon. Premier l1itu~elf, who Wt\,H ~JllC 
of the four or ti ve who voted in fn,·out· of the 
report of the Select Committee being adopted, 
did not a:;k even then that the :;um of £500 
should be given ; he suggested that £2fi0, or 
an equivalent, should be given to Mr. Buhilt. 
I am rather :;urpri:;ed, as I think most mem
bers of the House will be, that any considera
tion should be given by the Premier to a 
gentleman-or the widow of a gentleman
who introduced an industry which it is the ap
parent intention of the present Government to 
clestroy. It is evident, 1 think, to every member 
in the House, that the present Government do 
not consider the sugar industry to be one of 
any moment at all, or an element to be con
sidered at all in the "·elbre of the colony, 
and therefore, believing that, I cannot see how 
the Governntent can be so inconsi~;tent ::LR to 
vote for any ttward or gratuity to be given to the 
widow of a gentlenu1n who ntay or n1s.y not have 
been the n1eans of ttHfli~ting that induHtry to eorne 
to its present position. I certainly have not 
heard any argurnent frtnn hon. rnernbers oppm.;ite 
in favour of granting this snru of nwney, a,nd, a:; 
I said ten years ago I opposed it, and I shall 
oppose it now. The diviHion W<is 24 to 5 
against granting a sun1 of n1oney to ~Ir. 13nh0t 
at that time, and I lmve heard no new ground 
yet, or any new reason why tlutt gratnity 
ohould be given to hi:; widow. l quite 
ageee with the hon. member for Fassifern, that 
it might be given almost, as he put it, as 
an act of charity to the widow; but this 
House has to consider the 111atter front a 1nore 
material point of view than a sympathetic one. 
No doubt there nre many widows who may be 
suffering. I am sure if the matter were dealt 
with outside the House it would l:ie one that 
would receive duo consideration from hem. mem
bers. I do not think that we should be called 
upon at this late date, ten years after this 
supposed service was given to the 8tltte-a 
service that I am not sure has been at all proved 
-to put our hands into the public pnr'e and 
give £,'\00 to Mrs. Buhot. I certainly, myself, 
shnll object to it as I did then, however much I 
may sympathise with her wants and requirements. 
I assume that Yl:r. Buhot was simply a man deal
ing with his brains and knowledge as a com
mercial commodity, and it has not been proved 
to my satisfaction that the sugar industry might 
not have gone on without Mr. Buh6t having 
come to the colony at all. If it were proved to 
the satisfaction of most hon. members that by 
any action of his he had shown how sugar could 
be produced in Queensland, no other man having 
attempted, proved, or had any knowledge of it
that he had come to a new field altogether, and 
shown that sugar could be grown here, the fact 
hadng been a disputed point before-then I could 
understand that a claim could fairly be made 
against the State ; but that has not been proved. 
The hem. gentleman behind me, the hon. member 
for Normanby, tells me that he was the first 
1nan who proved thn.t sugar could be grown in 
the colony ; and tlmt might be so. But if the 
first man \Vho brought cane into the colony had 
a claim, the n1an who brnnght any other tropical 
(Jr _,elni~t.rupir_.:a! llrndnct to the e(1lnny hELl a 
>ituihtr claim. That ic; my opinion. Dut I think, 
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a previous House having decided ten years ago, 
when the claims of 1\Ir. Buhot were much 
greener than they are now-when one would 
think those claims would be stronger-that 
House having- resolved by a majority of 24 to 5 
-in a House which at that time only contained 
thirty-two members, a very small number as com
pared with the number now-by au overwhelming 
majority that this gentleman had no claim, 
I think it iH no tilne now, ten yearH [Lfterwardl", 
to aHk us to burden the cnnnnunitv \Vith !·mch a 
gr>ttuity to the widow as is prop<"ell in the re"'ln
tion of the hnn. member for 1\l>tckay. I am sony 
myself that I shouhl have to oppose it, for more 
reasons tlum one. I pointed out that I should 
like to do a kindly act if I could; bnt if it has to 
be done, let it be done by individual members nf 
the community, and not by the Stat<'. 

Mr. JORDAN: Mr. Speaker,-! feel that I am 
at a disadvantage in not having heard the snbject 
introduced by the hon. member for l\Iackay, and 
I could have wished to have heard the facts of 
the case as stated by that hon. gentleman who 
has this matter in charge. But I have listened 
to the speeches of some hon. gentlemen who 
have since spoken, "'pecially that of the hon. 
member for Fassifern, with whom I am inclined 
to think that this lady, the widow of Mr. B'1hot, 
h:os a claim upon the State--if the sugar imlustry 
b really so important as it is represented, as 'r 
believe it to be, and as I fully believe it is likely 
to be. If it is a great and valuable industry 
which will realise great wealth for the colony, 
as I believe it will do, I think then, :fit can be 
shown that 1\lr. Buh6t was instrumental in the 
establishment of that industry at the begin
ning of things, no 1natter how rnany years 
have elapsed, thongh it be one hundred years-
or, I should say, twenty years, perhaps-the 
fact of the claim not having been recog-nised 
does not do away with the claim or weaken 
it in any degree, but, on the contrarv, rather 
strengthens it than otherwise. \Vhen' we con
sider the fact that it is not now Mr. Buhot in 
person who claims recognition at the hands of 
the State for his services, bnt that we h,we the 
case of hb widow before us, who i~ sn,id to be in 
necessitous circumstances, and who has, I believe, 
a hrnily to provide for, I think those circmn
stances very materially strengthen that claim if 
it ever had any existence, and I am inclined to 
think that it had and has existence. I am not 
acquainted with the facts associated with Mr. 
Buh6t's connection with the industry sufficiently 
to give my own opinion on that subject, but I 
will say this much: that l\lr. Buhot, brought 
a letter of introduction to me, in London, from 
Mr. Walker, chairman of the Imperial Emigra
tion Board, a gentleman whose name is very well 
known all over the British-colonial Empire, wh<) 
introduced him to me as a gentleman acquainted 
with the growth of cane ancl the manufacture of 
sugar in the \Vest Indies. I think, if I remem
ber correctly, that I gave Mr. Buh6t a letter of 
introduction to the Colonial Secretary here (Mr. 
Herbert), and I have heard since that Mr. 
Buh6t was the first person who ever succeeded 
in granulating sugar in the colony. Cane had 
been grown successfully enough, and mo
lasses had been produced before then ; but 
Mr. Buh6t was the first who taught the 
colony how to make sugar, and that is 
a very important fact. I believe that is 
not denied ; and even if it can be shown 
that Mr. Bnh<>t subsefplently did not succeed in 
nwnaging tt ~ngar er..~tate Ho aH to rnako it pro
fitable, l do not think that has much to do with 
the question. The fact is that all the pioneers 
in sugar-growing were unsucceRsful ; and though 
he knew how to g-row sugar profitably in the 
\V cHt Indies, it did not follow that he would be 
cuJuJnercially JUccc,.'Jful in Queen,land just iu 

the first few years before he knew the pecu
liarities of the juice of the sugar-cane in this 
colony, where the juice requires peculiar treat
ment. After years of experience we have learned 
how to manufacture sugar 80 aH to 1nake it a 
connnercial success ; but RO far w·; the treatn1ent 
of the cane is concerned J\Ir. Buht)t was succe~R
fnl in showing how to grn.unlat.e the sugar ; and I 
believe that his exertions in lecturing :tnd in other 
ways helpe<l considemhly to keep oJi,·e the hope 
of ,'-(nccess in the heart:; of other gentlen1en who 
were '1i:-;po.sed to do their ln .. ~t to 1nake the 
1nannfactnre 1 ~f :-mgar a, Rnccess. And though 
Ill<:tny lost uwney in trying- to do l:'o, other gentle
men hu,ve come in an<lreaped the benefit of their 
enterpri'e and the benefit of Mr. Buh6t's skill 
in showing in the first place how sugar might 
be made. Under the circumstances, sir, I 
do think that the widow of Mr. Bnhot, and the 
family of ::VIr. Bnh6t, who n,re now in necessitous 
circnin:-:;tanceR, have a strong clailn for considera~ 
tion, and I think that claim is on the State. It 
is the State, as a whole, that is gretttly benefited 
by the sug-ar industry ; it is the State that will 
receive the benefits which we ho)Je to realise
which we realise now to a great extent---and on 
those grounds I shall certainly support the 
motion. 

::Hr. YOXTOX said: ::VIr. flpeaker,--I am 
sorry that I canno~ agTee with the hon. member 
who last spoke. One natnrally feels a delicacy 
in approaching a rn::ttter of this sort when unable 
to give it his support. The difficulty is that 
sorr1e hon. n1ernbers who have Rpoken have n1ade 
what the hon. member for l\Iackay referred to 
as an ad mi,crir·onliam appeal to the feelin'\"s of 
the members of the Honse. That hon. member 
very properly-! notice that the hon. member 
for ::\lackay shakes his head-I w:cs going to s'"Y 
that that hon. member very properly put the 
matter on a different footing. If there is any 
claim it must necessarily be because l\lr. lluhf>t 
rendered important and valuable services to the 
colony. ]\'" ow, from what I have been able to 
gathPr, I cannot arrive at the conclusion that those 
important services were rendered by ::Yfr. Buh0t. 
At all eYents if they were re1Hlererl there are 
others, very umny oti1ers, who have C<[Ual claims 
with lVfr. l~nhOt, or his revresentative, for coin
pensatinn. \Ye have already had a grant made 
to the Hon. Captain Hope, for the part which he 
took in the inauguration of the sugar industry in 
this colony. I think it has been explained to
night, by the hon. member for Mackay, that 
that grant was made because Captain Hope per
severed in the prosecution of the sugar in
dustry. This vote is proposed to be given to 
Mrs. Buh6t because her late husband was 
the person 'vho was successful in granulating 
sugar in this colony. As the hon. member 
for Balonne very properly put it, any per
son who has been instrumental in inaug-u
rating any industry in the colony would have 
an equal claim. The growth of wheu,t and 
arrowroot has also been mentioned in this con
nection, and I fail to see, sir, why, if this grant 
is given, the persons who have been instru
mental in promoting those industries Bl10uld 
not also receive grants. I certainly object to 
the gratuity, because I think it is a matter into 
which the State ought not to go. The cultivation 
of maize and the growth of the vine are im
portant industries to this colony ; sugar is 
not the only important one. There may 
or may not have been many precedent.'< 
for thiK propm;al; n1y 0\\'11 inlpre~sion i~ 
that there have been verv few on all-four.~ 
with the case before the Hoi1se. It is not so very 
long ago since a proposal 'va,o; nnule tn gi \-e a 
[-:;Taut to :i\Ir. l\Iack~1,y for dh;covering the port of 
~Iackay, ;end there !Ja,·c Lcenmany other oimilar 
uwtiuno. Tllis ]'rupucC\l ic, ou a totally distinct 
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footing to the instances which were given by, I 
thmk, the hon. member for Ilockhampton. The 
hun. gentleman instanced the case of a bonus to 
the Itmwich vVoollen Factory. But that was 
on a different footing altogether from the 
present proposal. In that case the State itself 
deli!Jerately held out the inducement to people 
to go into that patticnl::tr industr~y upon 
cerh1in terms, and the ;-ltate kept it.; har
~ain. I have said tlmt there were other 
1 t81'':-dn~ ennnecLed \vith the sng~11'-f,.',Towing iu
d.Lt1itry who were inf-ltnuuelltal in inaugurating it 
jn this eolnny. .Let me give an instnnce. The 
ho11 n1Pm her fo1· ~Iacka,y '-':tiel l\[r. RnhOt expDri
mentecl with an iron pot which, I believe, the 
hon. gentleman stated was borrowed from the 
hon. member for Korth Bris!Jane, :Nir. Brookes. 
l mu quite sure that if 1Ir. Brookes could have 
foreseen the nunuentnuR couseqneuces tlutt \Vnnld 
hllve ensued from the loan of that iron pot he 
would hllve !Jrained 1fr. Buh6t on the spot rather 
than h11ve lent the ·pot. In llny case it seems to 
me that having lent the pot he is entitled to 
at:$ HllH.:h consideration as the gentlernan who 
made the sugar-he ought to hllve ll finger in 
the pie. T!uLt is one reason why I object to 
support this motion. 

Mr. FOOTE said : .As a rule I am opposed 
to gratuitie~. I think the Legh.:lature often 
puts its hand into the public pmse when it 
ought not to <lo so, nwre e.specially in n1atterH 
of this sort. Sometimes there are cases which 
deserve to be acknowledged by this House 
as hllving been pllrticularly beneficial in the 
interest of the country. The hon. member for 
South Brisbane, 2\'Ir .• Tordm1, claims this as one 
of those instm1Ces, and puts forwllrd :Mr. Buhot as 
being the first person who hllcl been the menus of 
grn,nulating ~ugar in this colony. I rerne1nbC'r, 
when we were connected with l'\ew South \Vales, 
seeing sugar tlmt had been made by a chemi,;t in 
the district of Ipswich long before Mr. Buh6t 
came to the colony. Certainly it was only a smllll 
(jnllntity, in ll four-ounce bottle; ney(ertheless 
it \Vas sngi1r, antl it is quite elc<'tl' tha.t there were 
parties here capal1le of making it before the 
atTi m! of ,\Ir. HuhDt. The person I speak of 
was not a sngar - lJl::tnter or anything in 
that w",Y; he WliS simply ll chemi,;t who 
understoc)d his business. I re1uen1ber Yery 
distinctly the gentleman showing me the sample 
of sugllr he had made. He is still alive and in 
Ipswich, and will be able to testify to the correct
HeRs of my remarks. I hil to see that l\Ir. 
Buh6t has done the country any very great 
service. :From the remarks nmcle by the hon. 
member for South Brisbllne, it llppears that, in 
the evidence tllken before the Select Committee 
appointed to report upon this matter some years 
ago, there was not one of ::VIr. Buhot's employers 
examined before the committee as to his ability 
in reference to sugar-tnaking. In fact, th'e 
suggestion was 1uade that smne of then1 would 
hllve been glad if they ha.d never seen him. t>till 
it sometimes hllppens-it has often happened
thllt pioneers in nmtters of this sort are losers, 
and that others come into their plnces llnd 
achieve a success which they had failed to 
achieve. The hon. member for l{ockhampton has 
ttlbdcd to the Ipswich \Voollen Factory and 
other industries to which the UuYernlnent have 
given bonu:-;eH, aw.l the hon. Hletnber \Vho has 
.i ust sat clown also referred to it, saying that the 
t\tate hud invitetl the parties in those instances 
to come forwurd by m1 Act of Parliament. 
I presume that Act is not now in force. I 
think it was only intended to be in opera
tion for ,;mne years. I remember th:~t the 
~illnvorrn iw.hu;try '"·as 0ne of the thing~ tha,t 
wo,s included in that Act. I have a very lively 
rec<Jllection of that., and I rem em her a plantation 
not many miles from O.dey. .A hand.;urne sum 

of money Wlls ]Jaicl to the pm·ties who had charge 
of the >tffllir, but the St,'lte reaped no benefit 
from it. I think thllt in the case of a bont2 tide 
imlustry, which has been initiated and clevelo1Jecl 
under an invitation fron1 the Guvernn1ent, such 
liS was contllined in the Act to which I 
lmve referred, llny clnim that nmy be 
TlHl.rdC for n, bonu::; i:ihonld receive the COllw 

sideratiou of the J-[,n"e. But we should be 
capable of (liseeruing- lJetwnen tho~e va.rties who 
ntcrely euter into a, speculation in order to ae~ 
<plire the UoverrllllCllt bonnH, nnd thor-;e who 
perHeYere in an indw..;try and 1nake it a 1-:>ncceH:-:>. 
.\s to the sugar indnstry, I think it wonltl have 
got along without the at:Jsit3tance of ~Ir. BnhOt, 
and I fail to see that he hlls any claim what
ever on the State. The hon. member Sllid 
he thought th:~t the Government intended, tLS 

it were to blot out the sugar industry. For 
my own part I mu fully satisfied that that is 
not the intention of any member on this side 
of the House with regllrd to the sugar industry. 
It is a very important industry, and one which 
will succeed. It 111liY be in ll somewhllt 
depressed stllte lit t'he present time, bnt 
that is no reason why it should not suc
ceed - it is bound to succeed. It is one of 
those industries which, when it has overcome 
some of its difficulties, it; bound to succeed ; 
llnd instead of this side wishing to do liWliY 
with it, last year and· this year we luwe en
deavoured to assist the sug11r industry by pro
viding those engaged in it with suita!Jle :tnd 
reliable la!Jour. 

:Nir.lYIORKHEAD: The Minister fo1· vVorks 
says it is a curse to the country. 

The MIKISTJ<;R FOil WOllKS : I sllicl 
nothing of the sort. 

.iiir. J>'OOTJ<~: If the Minister for vVorks said 
that, I beg to differ from him. 

The MIKISTER FOR WO:RKS : I did not 
say so. 

:VIr. FOOTE: The Minister for Works denies 
that he said so ; llnd I beg to differ from 
anyone who says so. 1 look upou it aH :1 

Yery grellt industry. It is an industry which 
has done ll great rleal of good to the colony ; 
and liS it is llll industry which produces an 
article tha.t will find a market in any port in 
the world, it is hound to succeed. I think this 
House is too lillble to put its hands into the 
public purse in order to meet people of this 
sort. I do not think this is a place in which 
motions of charity should be introduced. If 
there are motions of chllrity to be brought 
forward, they should he broug-ht forward on 
that basis lllone. It is not for this House 
to consider who the persons interested are, 
or what positions they lire in. I contend that 
the mlltter was properly delllt with ten years llgo, 
and should not hllve been raised again. I shllll 
vote against the motion. 

Mr. PALMER said: Mr. Speaker,-It is 
hard to say what rule should guide young mem
bers in a case of this sort. The '1 ueotion was 
decided in a very decisive manner in this 
House ten years ago : I believe by a vote of 25 
to 5. I have some regard for what this House 
has done before, and I have listened very 
llttcnti vely to all thllt Wlls said by the hon. 
member for !Ylackay in introducing- the motion . 
Although that gentleman said that the person 
nmnecl in his motion, :Nir. Buht>t, had Sllcrificecl 
the best years of his life in introducing the sngm· 
industry into the colony, I hllve heard thllt state
ment qualified by a me m her on the other side of 
the House, who sllid that in his efforts to intro
duce the sug<er industry .Mr. BuhC.t succeeded 
in ruining the people he inducGd to go in f•lr it
that he had ruined hi" employel,i. I belieYe 
the i\Iini<>ter for \'{ ork;; &<>id the bame thing; 
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and we hn,ve !ward that the gentleman who 
employer-! ~1r. Bnhr'it in introducing the sugar 
industry is now in the Civil Service. I u,dmit 
that \~ owe a great dea.l to the ~ngar induKtry, 
but we also o\ve a great de:tl to other indw.;trieK, 
Hnch aR pearling, tnining, anrl wheat~growing, as 
the hon. member for \V u,rwick stated. But we 
cannot go and supplement the widows of all the 
people who hnYe fa.iled in introducing thmm 
industries. l should be verv sorrv to be 
thought unchnritablr~ or nigganily, but "'r would 
much mthet· t<ssi.st in such matter,; outside the 
l[ou~e tbau give 1ny vote in their favour 
irmide of it. The claim also on the part of the 
friends of lVIr. Buh6t for introducing sugar has 
been C[Uestioned, ns Captain Hope not only made 
a claim of the kind, but substantiated his claim, 
:tnd was recompensed for it. I cannot see 
myself the delictcy which the senior member 
for Too\voornbu. has expressed in cmning to a 
rlecisiun upon this C[Ue,tion. In view of the 
vote given ten years ago, and the differences of 
opinion expressed on the cu,He by hon. members 
who then spoke, I ha Ye no hesitation in saying 
that I shall rote against the motion. 

Mr. A::'fNEAR said : Nir. Speakm',--As the 
youngest member in the House, I do not want it 
to be considered that I wioh to be too often on 
my feet; but the information I po>sess, I think, 
Inay cause smne n1en1bert~ \vho have spoken to 
pause before they give a vote upon this C[uestion. 
Seventeen years ago I met l\Ir. Bnhot on " 
sng·ar plantation on the Mary River. At that 
tin1e sugarRgrowing on the 1\iary lliver waR in its 
infancy; many had trieditandhadfailed. There 
was a sugar-boiler on one plantation there who 
had come from the lVIanritius, nnd he assured 
his employer that he was " practical man and 
thoroughly understood the boiling of sugar; but 
he could not granulate sugar at all. He made 
something which you could make into a rope 
that would go pretty well round Brisbane, and 
thnt was all. ;yrr. Buhot subsequently became 
1nanager, and he n1ade srJlendid sugar upnn 
that e,tate. I maintain that he was a great 
benefactor to n1any persons who had gone into 
the industry on the M»ry Hiver, and who »re 
now 1naking sugar there. 

_Mr. MORE HEAD: Why did they not pay 
lum? 

Mr. ANNEAH : I believe that for the ser
vices he rendered at that time to the planters the 
planters did pay him ; but at the same time the 
hon. m ern ber for l\{ackay has pointed out that 
Mr. Buh6t rendered a service to the State. I 
am of that opinion also. I believe that 
Mr. Bnhot did a gre:tt amount of good 
and w.hen the Ipswich Woollen :Factory 
h":s arnved at tha.t sta~e, a_lthough having re
ceived a bonus, when 1t w1ll have done one
twentieth of the good to the people in the colony 
that Mr. Buh6t's services have done for the 
people of Maryborough in introducing sugar, 
they will do a very much greater amount of good 
than they h:tve done up to the present time. 
.Mr. l'viOREHEAD: Let Maryborongh pny 

lnm. 
Mr. AN::'fEAR: Other persons have received 

grants of a. kind similar to this. Very many have 
received money for prospecting, and other thinoos 
far more frivolous and of far less use to ti~e 
colony than the services rendered by :VIr. Buhot. 
~Ir. Bnh6t is now dea~, but his ;yife and family 
]!Ve ; and I a;n sure tlus House w1ll do a just act 
111 votmg th1s sum of money to the wife and 
bmily of that gentleman. I shall therefore h:we 
much pleasure in voting for the motion of the 
hon. member for Mackay. 

:Mr. ~'rt:JCKLA::\'"D.'aid ; :\Jr. !3peakcr,-I have 
loot h:<tct ar: opportumty of ~eodmg the report nf 
the conn~:tttee, brought up w this EouGe in leH 

16a1-2 ~ ' 

on this subject; bnt I have seen that the divi
sion upon it at that time was a very decided 
one-24 to 5-out of a House of son•ething 
like thirty-two members. That is sufficient to 
convince me that the report was anything but 
favountbleto..\Ir. Buh6t'scasc. I knew Mr. Buhot 
somt after his arriv:~l in Queensbnd, and knew 
hi1n to IJe connected a,~ :t, nwnager and n1anu~ 
facturer of f·mgar 011 1nany plm1tations, and in 
Yery few instances w>ts he a success. lf the 
House is to be caller! upon to reward gentlemen 
who have attempted, and in •nme e>cses succ~ederl, 
in 1naking a,n indni:!try a 8uccess, I think we 
have already rewarded many persons by gratui
ties of this kind-Ca.ptain Hope, for instance
er[ually deserving. This gentleman might set up 
an equally good claim, and there are other gentle
men I could nrtme-Captnin vVhish-who spent a 
large amount of money near Brisbane, and, I think, 
lost nearly all. Then there is Mr. George Raff, and 
many others I could name. I have heard nothing 
in any of the nddresses given by hon. members 
to-night to convince me that this is a case that 
demandR the consideration and attention of the 
House, and I shall certainly vote against it. 
~uestion put. 
The House divided:--

An:s, 18. 
:::\Iessrs. Rutledge, G-riffith, Dickson, Sheridan, A.Jaud, 

Annear, Isambert, ·w. C1tmpbell, T. Camp bell, Jordan, 
Stevenf'on, l''erguson, Dona.ldson, Jfacdonald-Paterson, 
)IcWI!annell, Black, Wallace, and J\Iidgley. 

XoE~~. 21. 
.:\Iessrs. Xorton, Archer, :Mcilwraith, ::\Iorehcad, Chubb, 

Smyth, 'Vhite, Buckland, ~,raser, Footc, Lalor, Govet.t, 
Kutes, Beatiie, IJissncr, Pahner, Foxton, Bailf'y, Dutton, 
Miles, and Ilorwitz. 

Question resolved in the negative. 

PETITION O:F LJW::'fiDAS KOLEDAS 
AND THO:YIAS FLEETON. 

Mr. ISAMBERT, in moving-
1. That a Select Committee be appointed, v.·ith power 

to send. for persons and papers, and leave to sit during 
any adJournment of the House, to inquire into and 
repol't upon the petition or I~eonidas Kolcdas and 
Thomas Fleeton, presented to this House on tbe 19th 
of August last. 

2. That such Committee consist of ).lr. Smyth, Mr. T. 
Camp bell, J\Ir. Fel'gl,lSOn, )fr. Stevens, and the .Mover. 
-said : The petitioners claim that they hlwe 
suffered certain hardships through some depart
mental action. They made certain selections in 
the North Kennedy district, and, after having 
fulfilled the conditions prescribed in the Mineral 
Lands Act of 1872, they were informed that the 
approval of the Minister for Lands would be 
withheld on account of certain partnership dis
putes. Time was giYen to the pnrties to object 
to the granting of this approval, and they had 
ample opportunity to prove their claims ; and not 
only did they fail to do so, but actually signified 
the w1thdmwal of their claims. N otwithstnnding 
this, the approval of the Minister for Lands for 
the time being was withheld, nnd, further, the 
selections were declared forfeited, and advertised 
for sale in the Gm·c>·nment Gazette. One selec
tion, >tt least, \Yas subsequently sold to two 
of those objectors for the sum of £1,500. 
The petitioners are labouring under a peculiar 
har:lship .. They are clepri ved of the liberty of 
takmg actwn at law, because the court has no 
power to review the action of a Minister of the 
Crown ; and hence these men apply to Par. 
liament for investigation of their claim and 
redress according to the report of the committee 
of inC[niry. I think the request is so just that I 
fail to see how any member of the House can 
object to gmnting it. If the petitioners were 
enllblecl to ha l'e recourse to law, then of cour,;e 
t.he House would be juctifled in rejecting the 
motiun; buo not being able to do so, the tJ:ou;;<; i~ 



658 Petition of Leonidas Koledas [ASSEMBtY.] and '17wmas llleeturt. 

in justice bound to grant the relief sought for. 
I therefore move the motion standing in my 
name. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said: Mr. 
Speaker,-! consider, as I have expressed myself 
two or three times before this session, that it is the 
duty of the Treasury benches to support the Trea
sury, and to have something to say for their depart
ments. This is a direct attack ui,on one of the de
partments, and still we have not had a single word 
from the Ministry, except from one who silently 
seconded the motion by nodding his head to you 
I will undertake to say that there are not half-a~ 
dozen members who have read the petition of 
the n:en called, in the phraseology of the mover, 
Leomdas Koledas and Thomas J!'leeton. It is 
a petition that was referred to the Printing 
Committee, and they, for some reason or other 
goi':& behind the usual ~ustom of not printing 
pet1t10ns unless there IS a special reason for 
printing them, printed this one, and it has been 
circulated. }from it we find the case put before 
the House by those two men who petition the 
Government for relief. It is a purely departmental 
case, as the hon. member has said, and we ought 
to have had the Minister for Lands get up.in his 
place and tell us how the case stands with the 
department. Long before the ease came before 
us the hon. member for Rosewood ought to 
have moved for all the papers connected. with 
the forfeiture of these selections. l forget the 
exact circumstances of the case, but I know 
that it had the consi<leration of the late Gov
ernment fur a long time-their anxious con
sideration--and from the facts with which 
they became acquainted they came tu the de
cision that the selections should be put up to 
auction. I cannot refer to the facts from memory· 
but I do remember some circumstances connected 
with the case, and can give the House an idea of 
them. It was a just decision to which the late 
Government came, and I submit that, before the 
House comes to the determination to relegate 
the case to a select committee who would know 
very little about it, hon. members ought to be 
made acquainted with the whole of the corres
pondence between those two men and the Gov
ernment. There is a large amount of it, and I 
believe those documents will explain the case. 
So far as I remember it, it is this : Certain 
selections were taken up as a si! verfield 
beyond Townsville, and there were four 
partners in the concern. Two partners were 
trying to do the other two. It was a 
question of diamond cut diamond, in which 
none of these four men shone very conspicuously 
for their honesty. The whole thing seemed to 
be that the Government were going to lose some 
very valuable silver lands through the machina
tions of these men, who were laying claim to land 
which did not rightly belong to any of them. 
"\V e then, to settle the matter and get at the 
bottom of the whole affair, did what was the 
only proper thing to do-put the lands up to 
auction, and one of the partners bought them for 
£1,095. Of course the department is in possession 
of all the facts, and I am simply speaking from 
memory, with a hazy recollection of one case out 
of hundreds that came before me. What I submit 
is that the House has no right to take out of the 

. hands of the department a decision upon the case 
until at least it has come to a decision from a 
knowledge of the facts that it is a case that 
should be relegs.ted to the consideration of a 
select committee. The Minister for Lands, as 
I have said. ought to have told us how the case 
stands with the department; and seeing the 
motion on the paper and the petition -which I 
do not believe he has read, for I am sm·e there 
are not half-a-dozen members who have- he 
onght to hav-e been in a. 1J08ition to :;ive 
u~ some iufonnation. Has the Government 

taken up the position that the late Govern
ment acted wrongly or unjustly? I have never 
heard that alleged. 'l'he case was impartially 
considered for months before the late G~vern
ment came to the conclusion to sell the claim by 
auction. I am astonished that the Government 
should allow the hon. member who has moved the 
motion to give his statement of the facts, which 
of course are only the statements of those who are 
petitioning for relief, without being themselve• 
prepared to give an impartial statement of the 
facts. The hon. member sa.ys, why not submit a 
case of this sort to a select committee of the 
House? I will tell him why. It is a very 
dangerous thing to submit to a committee of the 
House matters which ought to be decided by the 
Executive. I may refer to the experience of 
all members of this House and ask if they do 
not know that there is always a case made 
out for the claimant if the committee can 
possibly do it, because they are situated in this 
way : that there is no one to represent or defend. 
the interests of the country, whilst the whole 
force of the petitioner's evidence is brought before 
them. 'l'he Minister for Lands does not think 
it to be his duty to defend. the Government. If 
he thinks the late Government were wrong, why 
does he not say so'? \Vhen this ca,;e cmues before 
the committee the only evidence will be that 
of the petitioners, ami the committee will 
report that they have a good claim an<! will 
recommend that they be compensated. I 
do not think the petitioners are entitled to nn 
investigation by a committee of this House until 
the Government have exmuined the whole C'tse 
and stated their opinion that the action of the 
late Government was wrong. "\Vith regat·cl to 
the composition of the committee, I have asked 
the hon. member, Nir. Ferguson, whether he 
allowed his name to be put upon it. There are 
three members of the other side of the House 
upon it, and there are two members of this side, 
one ,,f whom (Mr. Fert,'llson) is a friend of one 
of the petitioners. Is that a fair wav in which 
to frame a committee? I have t11e gre2.test 
confidence in Mr. :Ferguson, and I believe he 
would not give an unfair verdict in any case, 
but I submit that it was a most unfair thing on 
the part of the hun. member to choose one mem
ber from this side whom he knew to be a friend 
of one of the petitioners, to be a member of the 
Select Committee. But I go on higher grounds 
altogether. I say it is not a case which ought to 
be relegated to a committee of the House. It is 
one which the Government ought to decide. lf 
they decide that these petitioners have really a 
claim-that the late Government acted wrongly 
in refusing to let them have the ground and put
ting it up to auction-I am perfectly satisfied to 
meet them. But they decline to say anything of 
the kind, and have allowed an hon. member to 
support the petition with arguments purely from 
the petitioners' side. If the Treasury is to be 
defended in this way we had better be without 
a Government. It is certainly a very peculiar 
state of things if the Treasury is to be defended 
solely by members of the Opposition, as has been 
the case up to the present time this session. 

The PREMIER : I do not see that any ques
tion has arisen in this case as to the necessity 
of defending the Treasury. It strikes me from 
quite a different point of view. Here are some 
persons who come as suppliants, complaining 
that they have been unjustly treated, and asking 
for an inquiry. If they were_ unjustly treated 
by the late Government two years ago, why 
should the present Govermne11t be asked to enter 
into the matter and form an opinion as to 
whether their predecessors were wrong or right, 
and then Rubmit it tun select committee to say 
which of the two Governments were right? That 
seems to me the very worst way of obtaining an 
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impartial decision. A.ny per~-;on having any 
complaint of injuc;tice or ill-tre<etlnent to make 
b entitled to come to this House and ask for a 
fair inquiry. That is the point of view from 
which I regard petitions to the House for redress 
uf grieYance,;. If the matter goes before the 
committee, it should go withont the slightest 
indication of opinion from one side of the House 
or the other. Xo donbt the late Government 
thought they were right in their action, bnt I 
fail to see that the present Government shoul<l 
sit in judgment on the action of their pre 
decesS<n·s, ei<pecially if they can do nothing·. 
tlnppose they came to the conclusion that that 
action was wrong : the land has heen sold by 
anction, and th"y cannot give it hack to the 
claimants. lt seems to me that if jn.-;tice i.s to 
be clone the inquiry should be made firc;t and 
the clech<ion pmnuunced afterwards. ·what 
the bun. gentlenmu contends for h; that 
the decision shonld be pronounced first by 
the Government, and that they should be 
bound then to support it at all hazards. 
The complaint of the petitioners is simply that 
they were entitled to a piece of land, and 
that because smneborly else had a dispute with 
them about it the b'overnment assnmecl the 
function of deciding the dispute between the 
parties~a matter to which they were total 
:-.trangor~, and in which they went beyond their 
functions-;w<l, instmtd of lettinl': them have the 
la1Hl to which they were entitled, sold it by 
auction. That is the complaint. If there is 
anything in it T do not know, and I do not wish 
to expre~:-3 an opinion, I \Yant to know the 
fact,;. There is no question of defending the 
Trea.snr.v. It is rather a question of defending 
the right of petition to this House. Any citizen 
with a grievance has a right to ask the House to 
inquire into it. If he has been wronged the 
House can provide a remedy; if not, it will let 
him go. 

Mr. MOREHEA.D: :'{o one on this side, at 
any rate, would for a moment dispute the right 
of any indi vi cl ual in the colony, suffering under 
a grievance, tu petition the House .for redref<}s; 
but it appears a strange thing that if these 
petitioners are suffering under a grievance they 
should have waited until now before petitioning 
for redress. The harm seems to have been done 
more thm1 two years ago, but they did not 
petition the House to redress their supposed 
grievance until the late Gm·ermnent ha<! left 
office and the prec;eut Government were seated 
on the Treasury benches. These quasi aggrieved 
people did not appeal to the late Government 
or to the present Government, but they now 
appeal to the House. 

The PREMIEE: Tlmt is the proper tribunal 
to appeal to. 

Mr. MOREHEA.D : I admit that~ after every 
other source has been exhausted ; but the 
department should have been appealed to first. 
The hon. member who champions the cause of the 
petitioners must have been aware of this sup
posed grievance for the last two years and a-half, 
and yet he has refrained from taking action till 
now ; alHl even now he asks that the question be 
referre<l to a select committee, which, as nominated 
by him, I have no hesitation in saying, since the 
disclaimer of the hon. member f<Jr Rockhampton, 
cannot be called a fair one. The proposed mem
bers are :Messrs. Smyth, T. Campbell, :Ferguson, 
Stevens, and the mover. ]\lr. Stevens is a gentle
man who takes an independent position in the 
House, voting sometimes on one side and some-. 
times on the other. In the composition of a cmn
mittoe of this kind it isuHtutl toselectthreemem
hers frum the dominant party--that is a phra><e 
which I think will please the hon. member for l{ose
woncl--in the House, and two from the minority, 

As a matter of fact, three are taken from the 
~hie on \vhieh the hon. gentlen1en Hit~-one, \Vho, 
from what I he>Lr, will not act from this side, 
and the other, who is an independent nntn and who 
Yotes according to hiR mvn sweet will. \Vhen a 
question of this sort has to .be settled by a select 
committee, that committee ought to consist of 
metnbers holding Rtrong opinion:-;. However, it 
has not yet been iihown that thi' matter Rhuuld 
be relegated to a select committee. As it 
stands at present, it is a purely departmental 
matter, and, if it cannot be settled as a clepalt
mental matter, paperii must certainly be put 
before the House showing that an injustice has 
been done, and ~bowing very good rea:;ons \vhy 
that injustice should be in<juired into, by what I 
might almost call the fimtl appeal to a select 
cmmuittee. 'The Premier has not in any way 
told the House that there is the slightest 
necessity f<n· the reference of this particular 
petition to a select committee. 

T!He PHKMIER: The Go\·ermnent can give 
no redress. 

Mr. l\IOHEHEAD : I am very sorry for it. 
lf the hon. gentleman is going- to deal with 
matters of this sort in the way he now ap
parently prupo:-;e;-;, he will give the liuu~e a. 
great deal of trouble and will put himc;elf 
into a very Hmall position. lf au iuju::;tice hn:-> 
lH~.eu duue--wllich I, having smlle knowledg-e 
of the facts of the case, deny~the Exm:u
ti,·e ha.s full powers to set the matter right. 
If an injustice h,u; been done, and the Executi\e 
cannot see how they can rectify the wrong, then 
it is their duty to come down to this House alHI 
HtL.\~, ''A wrong has Leen done; we bave no 
power within ourselves to rectify it, and \\ e ask 
you whether you can put it right." But a 
m ern ber outside the Cabinet has no right to 
come down to this House and ask, in order to 
shelter the G•JVernment from accepting responsi
bility, that the matter be referred to a select 
committee, unless indeed he can get no remedy 
from the C:overnment, and has exhausted every 
effort that is posoible to put right what he con
~;iders a wr<mg. He has no right, I say, to con1e 
down to this House and ask it to appoint 
a select connnittee to inquire into a grievance, 
or a supposed grievance. I think that is perfectly 
clear. The :Pren1ier, I a~sume, tnay agree with 
me in that. If the Premier says that the r iuv
ernment cannot put the matter right, anrl that 
the only way to do so is by appealing- to this 
H<>use-then tlmt appeal ought to come from the 
head of the Gm ernment, and not from an outside 
It..em her ; '' t least, so it seems to me. I do hope 
that the Premier will see the strength of the 
arguments I use. If ·matters like this are to be 
referred to sP-lect committees it will lead to 
serious trouble in the future~it will lead to 
blocking the public business in this Chamber. 
If the GoYernment are afraid to accept the 
rcsp!!nsibility of their position as members of 
the Exeenti ve, they may shelter themselves 
behind a motion of this kind if they choose, 
but it will lead, as I said before, to tremendous 
blocking of the public business. 1 should like to 
ha Ye heard from the hon. member for Rosewood 
some reasons for the extraordinary cour'e he 
propose,; in the motion. I think myself that, 
having ft1ilecl to give any such reasons, the hon. 
m ern her shows that he is backed up by the 
Ministr,- ; at least, I can only believe so, and 
believe so, too, with regard to the large majority 
on the other side of the House. I am snre no 
precedent ca.n be quoted by the hon. member for 
Ho.,ewood· for the action he has taken to-night. 
I atll perfectly certain that even the Premier 
canunt prodnee Hu..:b a. precedent. [ do not pro
pose tt> deal with the petition in detail ; but I 
would nay ihat suwe uf the Jan:;uagc usc<l iq 
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it-although, perhaps, parliamentary-i" not 
pleas<tnt to read, l<'or inKtance take the 
6th paragraph, where it Htates 'that some 
objections are "utterly untrue." Those are 
pretty ~trong words to put into a petition ; 
<tnd sumlar phraseology can be found throuo·h· 
ont. The wiud·'!P of the petition is v~ry 
~:trefl~lly worded ; 1t has b<trely esc<tped, I take 
It, he1ng throw11 ont fol' being a. petition for a 
~um. of ~uon~y. But the grea,t pnint of 1ny oU
Jectwn " tlm;, as I h:we said before : that until 
the petitioners have failed to induce the Execn· 
ti ve for the time being to remedy the injustice 
they suffer from, or assume that they suffer 
from, there is no right of appeal to this House, 
and therefore were we to pass this motion we 
should be establishing a very bad precedent. \V e 
should be establishing a precedent which might 
be good to-day in the eyes of hon. "entlemen 
opposite, but which might be very bad" for them 
when the time comeH-aR no doubt come it will
when they will sit npou this side, and we 
ohall be Hitting on the other Ride. I there· 
fore ask hon. members to pause before 
referring to a select connnittee a 1natter 
,~·hich ought to be qu~te settled by the l<~xecu
tJve. "When 1 say qmte settled, I mean settled 
np to a. certain point, or dir-mgrecd to. lTntil 
."iotne settle1nent or r:onle decision has been 
arrived at by what I may uot unfairly call an in· 
ferior. cnurt, there ought to be no appeal to a 
supenor one. On those grounds I oppo,;e the 
motion. I also oppf>Se it on the ground that the 
cmnn1ittee as it stands is one which dneJS not com
mend itself to me as a fair on6; and I am per· 
fectly certain, whatever the opinion of the hon. 
member for Rooewood might be, that the <>·nod 
feeling of this House will decline to relegat~ the 
matter to a committee unless it is a just n,nd fair 
one. 

The MINISTEll FOR LA::\ US said: Mr. 
Speaker,-·In justice to the petitioners in this 
case, as well as to the hon. member for Rose· 
wood, I may oay that they did appe>el to me, 
and th"'t on looking into the casP I found that 
the l:tte G-overnrr~ent dealt with it in "''eh a way 
tlmt It was practiCally beyond the power of the 
prel"\ellt Govertnnent to do anything in it at all. 

The Hux. Sm T. }IdLWRAlTH Why 
di<l not you tell the House that before~ 

The :\lLNlSTI•~l~ FCHt L.\XIJS: Xo one 
know::; that better than tl1e bon. gentle1nnu hiln
oelf. He k11<nvs that th<' pre•ent (iovc•nnnent 
conhluot deal with it at all. 

The Hox. Sm '1'. SldLWH.UTH: Then 
say, why did not you tell us that before'! ' 

The ::V[lXlSTER FOR LANDS: There i" 
no infortlHttion that the lwn. gentlt.~lll<Jll or any
hotly ebe wants. \Ve were perfectly acljuainted 
with the facts, both from the inquiry and from 
the action of the late G-overnment. I looked 
into the case thoroughly, awl T snw at once that 
it wa:-; beyond the power nf the ti-overnrnent to 
do anything. The ]n,nd had been taken from 
the petitioners, forfeited, >tnd sold by auction. 
\\~hat could the pm,ent liovernment do in a 
caoe of that. kind'? They could do nothina· at 
all. If they did anything, they would be getting 
schemes of redress from other people. 

The HoN. Sm T. MuiLWRAITH: Why 
-did not you say so then ~ 

The ;ynNISTEH l•'Olt LANDS: The hon. 
gentlernan Cflor,n )t plead ignorance of the n1atter. 
lf he took all the f,tcts into careful considera· 
tion he \va:::; Bot nt all in ignorance, a.nd, with all 
the inforrnatiou nece:;sa.ry to arrive at :-mch a. 
{'I mcln~ion, f ::;ay the htHl. g"f'.lltleruan hrt~ nothing 
t•> jn,tify the eharge that l ha\·e not done what 1 
'~n~·ht. t.o lntYe dtmc. I eon:-;idnr I h:.tve thllle all 
,,Lun;;ht tv )m Ye d•mc', lf l to•.>k up the p8.tl'iotic 

7'ule, and brought every matter before this House, 
in order to right the \vrongR done in n1y office 
hy my predecessors, the House would h>tve quite 
enough to do without attending· to the ordinary 
business of the country. 

The Hox. Sm T. ::\IciLWRAITH: It was 
your duty to tell the House all the circmnstanceo 
of the ease. · 

:\[r. LISNKEH ~a.id: 1 havl' a few worcb to 
Hay, Hir, about thi.-; tna.ttcr. This propo:-;ed in
;:e~tig:ttion ruay Le very nece::;~ary a.nd l'ight, or 
It tnay nut, but there i:-:; ::::ontethiHg cqnneeted 
with it that I should like to know a little lllUl'e 

about. I am a well-known inhabitant uf the 
l(ennedy as a tnining Inan. I think I atn rnore 
a miner than anything ebe, and it is a very 
strang·e thing that Leoniclas Koleclas and the 
other gentletnan did not go to their own relJre
sento.tives if they felt that they had a grievance 
such as this. The A ttorney·Ueneml is the senior 
Inernber, and I rLnt the junior ntelnber, for 
the Kennedy ; and I believe I am ,iust as in· 
clined to give fair play to people as any member 
in the House. I say it looks very strange that, 
when the petitioners belong to the Kennedy 
di;trict, instead of going to their own repre;;en· 
tatives, they should have gone to the hon. 
member for Rosewoocl Scrub -at least for 
~{o:-;ewoocl -- to get this petition presented. 
The only reason I ca.n g'ive, according to nty own 
little calculation, is that the hon. member for 
11o~e,vood waH once in his life in Townsville, 
where he started a soap fltctory. I lmve had a 
little experience of ndning diHputeR ; and vro· 
bably the hon. member met Leoni,Jr.s Koledas 
there, and they went into an hotel, and fished 
up this wonderful grieYance. I should like to 
know, sir, before we spend the money of the tax
paye•·s of the colony in appointing· a select com
mittee, whether these gentlemen have applied to 
::my other court, to any of the wardens, or tried 
in any other manner to find out whether they 
were right or wrong. As to the petition, I do 
not know who wrote it, but it looks very S<1uare 
-·that is, on one side. As this is a matter that 
refers to my district, 1 shonld like to see more of 
the papers connectecl with it before I can vote 
for it being referre'l to a seleet committee. I 
beg· to move the adjnnrnmeut of the debate. 

:\h·. :\(>JtT():\ sai<l : 1 think, oir, tlmt if the 
:\lillister for Lands had risen in his place when 
the hon. 1nenther who 1noved the uwtion sat 
down, <t.H(l :-;aid wha.t he N:tid ju~t now, it rnight 
pn...,~ibb• have p1·evented the nece~Hity for 
Jnelnher~ on this :-;ide of the H-uu~e ri~ing. But, 
oir, when the hon. memberforUosewuod introduced 
the motion, members on this side wanted tu see 
if ::my Minister of the Crown had anything to 
say about it; and this is not the first occasion 
upon which matters have been brought forward 
of which it was ex]"ected that i\'Iinisters would 
ktke smne notice, but which they have treated with 
silence. The conclusion we arrived at was that 
:\Hni;-;tertl were either indifferent regarding the 
nuttter·--that they did not know anything· about 
it-or that they did not intend to t::tke any ::tction 
or g·i ve any inforn1ation respecting it, or any 
reaoun for allowing the inquiry to be proceeded 
with. If the Minister for Lands had told us 
before what he has told us just now-that he has 
looked "'er the papers in connection with the 
case, and he thought it ought to be referred 
to a select committee- I fancy there would 
have been no objection to the motion. Ilut 
the hon. gentleman took no action whatever. 
He simply sat still, ::tnd we wondered what was 
t~' happen. l know it has a! ways he en usnal, 
smce l Jm,·e been a member of the House, that 
when a mmnht".r in trod nee"' a, nH,tinn wllieh affects 
the Treasm·y .. ··mHl this will affect the 'l'reasnry 
-·-for son1e .:\Iini,ter ,,f the t'r<>wn t<J take )lutic\) 
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of it. The only conclusion we could come 
to was that the Government intewle<l to 
support the n1otion, becan:;e one of thern Rigni
fied his acrtuieRcence in it by :.;econding it. 
It would appear, from wh:tt has been s~cid 
to-night, that there is a sort of squeamishness 
on the part of the (~overmnent with regard to 
taking action in matters settled b:r their prede
cessors. \V e have been told that it IS no business 
of the Government to go into matters thr.t have 
been settled already ; but, sir, it has not been 
so ahvays~ becau'3e several thing·~ which were 
settled by the late Government hnve heen brought 
before the present Government nnd inquired 
into and settled in n different way altogether. 
It is not so long since, that one cnse, which was 
settled by the lnte Government, was reopened 
and settled by the present Government in 
a very different wa.y. Final decision waH given 
by the officer ncting for a particulnr department. 
That decision was supported by a jmlgment of 
the Supreme Court, and then the Government 
rnade a boguH appointn1ent-it wat; n<)thing elHc 
-to an office that wtcs already filled-in fact, a 
sham appointment to atfcml them some excuse 
for reversing the deciRion previnnsly an·i ved at 
by their predcces,;ors. I say, sir, that when 
we Ree such things a:-; theHe going on we can 
hardly take it "" an excuse in a matter like 
this that the Govemmcut will not interfere \dth 
the action of their precleces"'lrs. \Yhy, sir, the 
thing i:; too pnltry to be noticed. I do not wish 
to say anything about the mntter beyond this : 
that it is to be regretted that the Minister for 
Lands, when he spoke on the motion, should 
aga...in do what he ha~ done on several occa.siorm: 
before-take ad vantage of the opportunity to 
attack his predecessor. Perhaps the hon. gentle
n1an ruay ha,ve done it through spenJdng sorne· 
what hastily, and possibly he himself may be 
sorry for it. After the statement of the hcm. 
gentlemnn, for my own part I do not think there 
is any pnrticnlar objection to the inquiry being 
held. 

2\lr. FERGLISOX : I rrmy say, as one of 
those whose names appear on the motion, that 
when a:;ked to act as n member of the committee 
I consented, ns I understood it was the nsu>Ll 
course adopted by the House to make inquiries 
into all matters of this kind. \Vith reference to 
the remark of the hon. the leader of the Oppo
sition, tlutt I am a friend of one of the peti
tioners, I can only say that I have known the 
man who:-;e name appears first on the petition 
for ReYeral ye~n; a.s a hard-\\,orking miner in 
the district of ltockhampton. However, I should 
much prefer, nfter whnt I ha Ye heard to-night, 
that the hon. member for Ro~cwood would ask 
that the papers in connection with this case 
Le laid upon the table of the House first. If he 
will move that, I think it will facilitate the 
work of the committee to a great extent, and put 
1nen1bers in poR.-.ession of facts which they ttre 
ignomnt of at the present time. If he will ta.ke 
that step I think it will lead to a far more 
amicable deci,;ion than is otherwi"e likely to be 
arrived at. · 

:Mr. STEVEXSOX said : I know nothing 
about the merits of the cnse, sir ; but I wish to 
point out that the hon. the Minister for Lands 
has landed himself in a rathe1· peculiar 
position with regard to it. He told us that 
the late Ministry had put the matter in 
such n position that he could not possibly 
settle it, and that he had therefore to let it go 
Lefore a select committee ; and afterwards he 
admitted that he had not fully inquired into 
the case. That seems a rather extraordinarv 
admission. The hon. gentleman admits that h;, 
does not know the facts ,,f the case at all ; and 
yet he asserts that the late :Ylinistry had placed 

it in such a position that he could nut settle it 
without referring it to a select.cmnmittee. I do not 
understa,nd how he can reconcile the two state
ments. l should like to ask the hon. gentleman 
if he has acted in the same way with regard to 
other applications that have arisen with regard 
to lands? I do not know anything about the 
merits of this case; but I understand that it is a 
matter in connection with some land, and that 
the petitioners think they have a grievance. 
V\7 ell, I know sorne other cases 'vhere grievanceR 
have been laid before the l\'Iinister for Lnnds, anrl 
where he hasreverse•l the decision of his pi'edecessor 
without asking hon. members of this House to 
get a select committee to inquire into the matter. 
PerhajJS we shall hear something about that 
before he has done; and I think that the point 
thnt has been raised by the hon. m ern ber for 
Rockhampton-which I should have mised 
mvself if he httd 1wt done so, nnd as I did with 
regard to the case of ~Ir. I.(yHter-·was a good 
one. The first thing to be done is to cnll for the 
paper::; in connection with the ca~e, and let every 
hon. 1nmnber know in what position the ca:-;e 
stands, before a~king for a ~elect cmnmittee of 
the House to inquire into it. That iK whnt 
shonlcl have heen clone nt first, and I think 
that the 2\'linister for Lands, if he knows 
so unwh about the caHe aR to know that 
he is in such a position that he cannot 
decide, oug·ht to have given so1nA infortnatimt 
tu-night to show that this is the only course that 
can possibly be adopted in regard to the matter. 
Ha h::t,s given us no reason~ at all. He sitnply 
contented him:;elf by telling ns that the late 
Governn1ent had got the ca:-;e into such a poxi
tion that he could not possibly settle it, and then 
he said that he had not gnne into the case fully. 
Now, I think that before he die! that, he, know
ing that the hon. m em her for Rose wood was 
going to bring the case forward, should have got 
the whole of the facts and been able to place 
them before u,; to-night. He ought to have 
advised the hon. member for Hosewoorl, 
before bringing the matter forward and asking 
the House for a select committee, to cnll for 
the papers first, nnd put the House in pos
session of the whole of the facts, so that they 
could have come to a deci,;ion on the matter. I 
think that the junior member for Kennedy (Mr. 
Lissner) has brought forward a very important 
point; and it seems to me that, the case having 
to do with two of his constituent.•, he should 
have been askerl to bring np the matter in,tea<l 
of the hon. member£ or Rose wood. That appear,; 
to he a very suspicions matter; and I think 
that. before a division takes place hon. members 
ought to consider that point. It seems a very 
extraordinary thing that J\Ir. Isambert, the hon. 
member for Rosewood, should have been asked 
to bring the ma,tter forward instead of the hon. 
Attorney-General, who surely is in a much 
better position to do so than he ; and surely the 
junior member for Kennedy, -:yrr. List<ner, ought 
alRo to be in a better poHition. However, I con~ 
sider this: that before this matter was brought 
forward the whole of the papers in connec
tion with the case ought to have been given 
to the House, to afford hon. members an oppor
tunity of cmning to a decision whether :-L 

select committee is required to inquire into the 
case at all. Until that is done I shall certainly 
oppose the motion of the hon. member. ' 

The Ho:-~. Sm T. 1\IciLWRAlTH said: l 
think the hon. member for Rosewood is standing 
in hiH own light if he does not take the suggeRtiou 
made to him hy the hon. member for Rockhamp
ton. The House is not now in a position to 
come to the conclu,ion that the matter referred to 
in the petition of those two men should be taken 
out of the hands of the GoYermnent and de~clt 
with by a committee. They ought to have the 



fl(i2 Petition of Leonidas Koledas [ASSEMBLY.] nnrl :T!wma.~ Fleeton. 

full information th[Lt even the :\Iinic;ter for 
Lands has confessed he has not got, and he is 
not able to advise the committee and is not able 
to advise the House. Before business of that sort 
should be taken from the responsibility of the 
Government, certainly all the information that 
the Government can get should be in the posses
sion of members to show whether they should 
relieve the Government of that responsibility or 
not. Hon. members on the other side cheered 
the remark that was made-that every man 
has the right, if he feels himself aggrieved, 
to have a committee of this House. He 
has no right. The right of the petitioner 
referred to by the Premier is a right which 
we grant to everyone. That right wa>< granted 
to these two men. Their petition was read, 
received, and it has been printed. That is what 
they were entitled to. If they want anything 
more they ought to make out a case; and they are 
quite in a position to make out a case, by print
ing the documents in the f"'ssession of the Gov
ernment. Let hon. members not misunc\erstand 
me for a moment. If the House comider after 
a perusal of these documents that a ca'le has 
been established-one that ought to be referred 
to a select committee-then I, for one, will vote 
for it. I should like to see those papers myself, 
because, as I have said, the matter g•we the late 
Government anxious consideration at the time, and 
they came to what they considered a right conch!
sion. Let those papers be put before the House, 
:md let them be discussed by hon. members ;-and I 
will offer no objection whatever to a committee 
being appointed to investigate into the justice 
that has been clone to those men. N ,,body can 
ask for more than that, because the first thing I 
shall do myself will be to claim that they should 
take no action whatever until every document i.~ 
fully before them. The much better way is to 
give those documents to the members ·them
selves, and let them come to a conclusion as to 
whether it is a matter that should be relegated 
to a committee. The Minister for Lands has 
taken up a position, and so has the Premier, 
that no Minister has ever done in this House 
to my knowledge before-certainly not under 
the late Government. I should like to have 
S";en a 1nen1ber in this House asldng, 'vithout 
giving any reawn why, that a matter should be 
taken out of the hands of the Government, 
and should be referred to a committee of the 
House. I should like hon. members to point to 
one single com1nittee, such as thiR, that waR ever 
asked for while I was Premier. I would like to 
see any committee that was ever asked for where 
a Minister of the Crown did not get up and ghe 
all the information that was in his possession, 
from a study of Government qocuments, and 
state his own opinion about it. Here the 
Minister for Lands, no doubt in ignorance of his 
position, and backed up by the Premier, which 
makes it all the worse for the Ministry, does not 
seem to understand that it is his duty to give the 
House this information. The l'rernier riseR up 
and virtually says that any man who has a 
grievance has a right to come forward here am! 
take the responsibility off the shoulders of the 
Government by claiming a committee. I deny 
any such right. A parliamentary committee is 
a tribunal to which we are to refer matters only 
as a last rewurce. I do not think that during 
the whole of the administration over "hi eh I 
presided there was ever an occasion wh•·re the 
(iovernment \Vere not n1anly enough t~~ tnke the 
responsibility to decide upon it themsd ves, and 
were prepared to give reasons when the Hou,;e 
demanded them. But now it seems tn me that 
the Government are only too glad to shirk every 
l'esponsibility and put it on to the shoulders of 
the members of the House. That trilmnal, as I 
said, is not a fit tribunal to try casfs of this sort, 

for, on the one ha.nd, we haw strong pa.rtisans 
seeking to plunder the Treasmy ; that is, the h,m, 
ruember for Jtosewood, and the 1nen who are 
behind him, who have a definite object in view
that is, they want to get money out of the Trea
sury. \Ve have a Ministry who, seeing that 
plainly on the face of the petition, do not think 
it their business, as defenders nf the Treasury, to 
even rea'! the papers and tell the House what 
they think. I can fancy a case of that sort coming 
before a committee. There are three members 
who are suppnrter.s of the lwn. member him
self, there is one distinctly chosen from this 
side of the House on the ground that he 
has been a personal friend of one of the 
petitioners, and there is another who has dis
tinguished himself by voting with the Govern
ment on every important question thoughout the 
session. They actually ask a question of that 
sort to be relegated to a committee when it is the 
duty of tlw Gm·ernment to decide it themse!Yes. 
I have no objection to the Government deciding 
against our decision. I remember the late 
Minister for Lands often bringing the case before 
u:3, and we gave it our rnost a·nxious considera~ 
tion. Our only desire was to save the Treasury, 
and we did save the Treasury. The case was 
this: that there were four men, each of whom 
W<ts trying to get a very rich claim, and I do not 
believe any of them were entitled to it. The Gov
ernment came to that conclusion. They offeretl 
it for sale by auction, and one of the partners bought 
it. The other partners have since sent a petition 
to this H onse to take the matter into considera
tion. J'\ow, sir, is that a matter to be taken into 
consideration before the Ministrv have revised thP. 
decision of their predecessors., The gronnd I 
take up is this: Before the House is in a position 
to ask that this matter shall be relegated to a 
committee they onght to have the whole of the 
papers before them. \V e shall then be prepared 
to say a good deal more ; but it will be a very 
hopeless case for the hon. member to make any 
progress whatever before the question is dealt 
with in a proper and just manner-in a manner 
that does not relieve the Govemment from their 
due responsibility. 

The PRE:I\IIEH : Mr. Speaker, - I differ 
entirely frmn the hon. gentleman as to the 
functions of the Government. The Govern
ment may do a great deal to redress the wmngs 
done l.1y their predecessorg, bnt in some cases 
they cannot do so. However, I decline to 
express any opinion about the merits of this 
case. The complaint of the petitioners is Lhat 
they have suffered wrong-that land which 
ought to be theirs has been sol<! by auction 
over their heads to somebody else. If it were 
within the power of the G-overnn1ent to give 
that land back, it would be the duty of the 
Uovernnwnt to inquire into the case, and, if 
they came to the conclusion that it onght to l1e 
given back, to restore it tn the petitioners. 
But it is beyond the power of the Govemment 
to do so. If the Government investigated the 
matter, and fonue<l the conclusion that their pre
decessors had done a wrong, what cnnld they do to 
carry that conclusion into effect? Abwlntelyno
thing. I donotknowthatit isthedutynftheGm·
ernnlent to investigate and forrn 01-'inions on the 
action" of their predecessors in every ca,se. l fail 
to see that they ha Ye any dnty of the kind, 
unleHs in the event of arndng a.t a conclmdon 
they can give effect to that ctmclusion. The 
Govennnent ha\Te quite enongh to do in carrying 
on the \vork of the C(JUntry without reviRing 
what has been done in the past, lllerely on specu
lative grounds, to see whether they agree with 
the action of their predecessors or not. If a man 
seeks to redress a wrong, I take it the proper 
tribunal for him to go to is not the Govemment, 
which cannot g·iyc him redres", lmt Parlir~-
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ment, which can do so. That is my view ; 
and the hon. gentleman takes a different 
view. He might be right, and I may be right ; 
I think I am right. The views he entertains on 
governmer:t generally are very extraordinary in 
many particulars ; they are not such as are com
monly held in countries governed on constitu
tional principles. The hon. gentleman is per
fectly welcome to hb opinions, but he must not 
expect us to adopt them when they differ from 
the commonly received opinions of mankind. 
In the present case it is of very little 
consequence whether the papers are printed 
before the committee is constituted or after~ 
it will ma,lce very little difference indeed. But I 
do think that it is important that, if a matter is 
to go before a select committee, no conclusion 
should be arrived at by the House before that 
matter has been investigated by the committee. 
I decline to express any opinion on the merits of 
the case, except to say that if the facts are as 
expressed in the petition, and the petitioners 
have suffered injustice, I suppose the committee 
will report accordingly ; but if the facts prov~ 
that they have suffered no wrong, they will re
p >rt that the petitioners have no claim for con
~ideration. 

The Hox. Sm T. 2\'IciLWHATTH: Will 
they·~ 

The PREMIEH: I should hope so. They are 
the proper tribunal. The Government are <Iuite 
prepared to tlo th<'ir duty, and nothing- the hon. 
gentleman may say will weaken the Government, 
hut may possibly strengthen them. The Govern
ment are prepared to perform their functions, 
IJnt they are not prepared to usurp the functions 
of spending public money, because they come 
to the conclusion that their predecessors have 
done an injustice. I think the proper thing is to 
appoint a committee to investigate the case; and 
it i" of very little importance whether the papers 
are laid on the table first or not~whether they are 
printed now or nE'xt week. 

Mr. AJWHER said: Mr. Speaker,~ I must 
say that what we have just heard from the Pre
mier is not the slightest answer to what fell from 
my hon. friend the member for Mulgrave, who 
,tated-what no one will deny who has any 
knowledge of parliamentary government~that 
in every case brought before the House which 
involves a pecuniary loss to the Treasury it is the 
duty~~ 

The PREMIER : There is no pecuniary loss 
in the present case. 

Mr. ARCHEH: It is the dnty of the Govern
ment to inquire into every case brought before 
them; and the contention of my hon. friend was 
that the Government in this case neglected its 
duty. Xot a single member on the Governm~nt 
sicle took part in the debate until several on this 
sicle lmd spoken, when the :Minister for Lands 
got up and informed us that he had looked at 
some papers, but had not considered the case far 
enough to come to a decision. But it was the 
duty of the Minister to whose department the 
case related to have risen after the member for 
Hose wood sat down, and given us his views. That 
is the function of the Go1'ernment. But it was only 
when this side of the House called attention to 
the fact that there was nothing known of the 
matter that the :\Iinister for Lands got up ; and 
what he did tell the House certainly did not 
strengthen the opinion that it was a case for a 1 

select committee. If the Government had 
taken the trouble to inquire into the matter, 
and had seen whether these people suffered a 
wrong or not, they would have been able to 
inform the member for Rosewood whether they 
would have supported or not the motion he 
made; and having the papers, and the means 
of arriYing at a conclnsion, they oug-ht to 

have informsd themselves of the matter in 
such a way as at once to have told the 
hon. member for Rosewood whether or not 
they would support his motion for a select 
committee. If the Ministry had satisfied them· 
selves that these men had suffered no injury, it 
would have been their duty to vote against a 
select committee ; and if they thought damage 
had been suffered by these men they ought to 
have said distinctly that they were prepared to 
vote for a select committee. That was the con
tention of my hon. friend~that the Government 
abrogated their functions ; and I think it is 
clear to everyone in the House that they have 
not done what has in variably been the rule ever 
since the House existed~that in all cases where 
the Treasury is attacked the Ministry should 
get up and speak with no uncertain sound on the 
matter. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said: Mr. Speaker,~ It 
is interesting to hear the Premier ;-who, I fancy, 
has retired from the precincts through feeling 
exhansted, not only with the length of his 
speech, but with the weakness of his argument ; 
possibly the weakness of his argument has led 
him to adopt this scheme of retirement ;~have 
the hardihood, I may call it, to say that the 
leader of the Opposition adopted a peculiar 
mode of argument~ his words were "which 
differs from the co;nmonly received opuuons 
of mankind." I do not quite understand 
what the Premier meant by using those 
wordB. Possibly he has been so mixed up in his 
foreign relations that he possibly cannot now 
express himself in the good English that he used 
to employ. That, I suppose, can be the only 
solution of the complicated way in which he tied 
himself up in that particular statement. Now 
the hon. gentleman has expressed himself 
strongly in favour of the relegation of matters 
of this kind to committees of this House. 
Has the hon. gentleman not got before him the 
lamentable defeat he suffered when he appealed 
to the Supreme Court, with reference to the 
decision arrived at by the only judicial com
mittee that can be appointed by this House? 
Does he not remember the lamentable defeat he 
g-ot in the Supreme Court, when he sued the 
leading journal of this colony for daring to libel 
His Highness and this House? Did not a jury 
of our fellow countrymen say this : that the 
nomination of that committee was as described 
by that journal~that it was a packed com
mittee~a committee that could only bring in one 
verdict ? A stronger condemnation of the system 
of reference to a committee could not be delivered 
than was given by the verdict of that jury in 
this city of Brisbane. But I will go further 
than this, and point out that the hon. gentleman 
has done some things utterly at variance with 
the recommendations of committees of this 
House. I mention this in order to show the 
variableness of the hon. gentleman. He has 
absolutely given lVIr. P. F. Macdonald a large 
sum of money. Of course, when I say "he," I 
mean his Government; in mentioning his name 
I include his Government ; they are the satellites 
who revolve round him ; his is the master mind 
~he certainly rules the lot, although to rule 
the lot may not be a high occupation. 
I say he gave Mr. Macdonald a large sum 
of money unauthorised by Parliament, and in 
direct contravention of the decision of a com
mittee of this House. Again, if report be true 
~and I will ask the hon. member for Mary
borough whether it is or not~he, unauthorised, 

, gave a large sum of money to the junior member 
' for Maryboroug-h, Mr. Annear. These things 

the hon. gentleman has done ; in one case he paid 
a large sum of money without the sanction of 
Parliament, and in the other ag<tinst it. ::'\ ow, 
to s:nit hi:-: nwn spp(•ial pnrpn:;:r\ he Ra~·:-; 
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this particular matter must be referred to 
a select committee. I think I have clearly 
shown that the hon. gentleman hns landed 
him.,elf in a three-comered dilemma. I have 
shown him that refemnce to a committee has 
been proved to be futile ; it has been proved to 
be ruled simply by a party vote. A jury here 
have shown that this is the case, and that the 
strictures of the Courie1' were perfectly justifiable 
and correct. I h:we also shown him that, in de
fhmce of the decision of a committee, the appeal
ing authority of which he speaks, he has given 
a very large sum of mone~- to ::VIr. P. F. 
Macdonald: and I ha,-e further shown that 
without any reference to any committee, 
without any reference to this House, he 
has paid a large sum to the junior member 
for :\faryborongh. Hon. members must admit 
that the hnn. gentleman h:ts pl:tcecl himself in 
a.n extrn.ordinary n_,n(l peculiar po~ition. How 
he is to gd out of the rlifficulties in w hi eh he 
has landed himself, 1 do not know. Had he 
l:tnded himself in only one !Josition, I know his 
way of evading and Ini;.;repreqenting Inatter~
hut I think the word "mi,;repretmnt " is not par
!i:tmentary~-~ I objected to it myself htst night, 
:tnd I withdraw it-of evading· his responsibili
ties would hnve allowed him to esc:ope out 
of one ,]itficulty. But I do not see, having· 
closed, :ts l shoulcl think, every hole, that it is 
possible fur the hon. gentleman now to escape
how he is going to set hin1RGlf right. .As regards 
the h<m. the Minister for Lands, although that is 
fighting with meaner game, 1 do not think there 
is very much to be said. The hon. gentleman 
has said that this case is so b:tcl that he can 
do nothing with it-that these men have been 
so badly treated th<tt he was perfectly help
less, and the only way was to :tppeal to the 
House. As has been pointed out by the hon. 
member for 1\fulgmve, the le:tcler of the Oppo
sition, if the case w:ts so gl:tring as to demand 
investigation, if ever an iu1propriety had occurred 
in the department when it was presided over by 
his preclecesoor, the Hon. :\h. l:'erkins, who was 
:Minister for Lands in the htte Administration, 
why did he not say so? ~Why does he allow the 
German st:tlking-h •Jrse to take ch:trge of the matter? 
\Vhy does he leave it in the hands of that gentle
man, who really felt complimented the other 
night on being called the father of the Defence 
Bill? Are the Germans to rule this colony or 
are they not ?~becauRe the que~tion is growing 
in the minds of most men in the colony 
day by rhy. I say that-without hesitation 
I say th:tt-the :Minister for Lands shows 
that the hon. German who represents Rosewoocl 
is th'' power behind the throne. The :\Iinister 
for Lands has told us distinctly that he 
was not able to cope with this nmtter; that, 
although a great 1\Tong had been committed, 
he could not right it, and they, therefore put 
np the leader of that '' leedle i:lherman vote," 
to put matters to rights. I think the time will 
come when the "leedle Sherm:· n vote" will be " 
very "leedle vote" inclee,J. The white men will 
put a stop to this German business, ancl the 
sooner it is put " stop to the better. But this 
matter clearly shows that thej::\linister for Lands, 
'vho is der-;irons of putting his sons and his over
seers :tnd :tll those who serve hilll, whether they 
be black or party-crJloured, in such a position 
that they can occupy the !:tncl-that this great 
Australian patriot is to be overshadowed and 
overruled by the "leedle Sherman vote." 

1fr. ISA~IBI,;RT saicl: I am very sorry 
that such " question:tble tone h:ts been adopted 
in the arguments of hon. members on the 
other side of the House. I do not wish to go 
in opposition to hon. members, nor do I in
tend to w:>ste the time of the House ; and 
in defemnce to hon. members on the other 

side, of whom I entert:tin a higher opinion even 
than they haYe this e,-ening shown the~· enter· 
tain of thenu;elves, I will ag-ree to the adjourn
ment of the debate nntil Tue<clay next, for the 
production of the pa,per'-l in connection with thi~ 
case. I consider it clue to myself and the 
Governrnent, to sav that I k11ew nothing of thh 
matter until I was asked to pre,ent the petition 
to P:tdiament. I then aslm<l Koledas whether 
he could not get redress from the Government, 
and he said '· Xo .. , I never troubled the 
Government about it. All 1 did was to ask the 
J1.1inister for Lands whether anything could be 
done in the matter, and he replied "No." I have 
no objeetion to the acljonrmnent of the debate. 

Mr. XORTOX said: Mr. Speaker,-With the 
permission of the House, I wonlcl like to s:ty 
that 1 misunderstood the :Yiinbter for Lancb 
just now. I understood the hon. gentleman to 
say tlmt he had gone through all the papers in 
this c:tse, and I therefore assumed that he ac
cepted the resp<msibility of the action of the hon 
1nen1her for Ilm.;ewood. It appears, howeYer, 
that the h<m. gentleman h:ts not been through 
the papers. 

::\[r. AXXEAR sai'l: l\!r. Speaker,-1\Iy 
name has been referred to l>y the hon. member 
for Balonne. I shall t:<ke the first npportnnitr 
when the whole of the papers 11re !:tiel npnn the 
table of this House--· 

The Ho~. Sue '1'. :\[elL \V llAITH : They are 
laid on the table. 

Mr. ANNEAH: Not aiL 
The Hox. Sm T. ::\IciLWRAITH: Yes. 
J\Ir. AKNEAR: There are a few more yet. 
The HoN. Sm T. 1fc1LWHAITH: The 

Minister for ·w arks has said we have alL 

Mr. ANKEAR : There :ore other papers 
called for. The hon. member for Port Cnrtis 
w:ts the first to c:tll for papers. 'rhe whole 
oi the papers are not complete yet, but 
when thev are, so br as I know them, 
I shall acl;lress myself to this House upon the 
treatment which my firm has been subjected 
to · and no one knows that treatment better than 
th~ hon. le:tder of the Opposition, who is a prac
tic[Ll engineer. I have it frorn one of hiA late 
colleagues that he stated that no men had ever 
received such outrageous treatment as my partner 
and myself h:tve received in c:trrying out the 
construction of the J'\faryborongh :tnd Gympie 
R:tilwav. The treattnent th:tt has been meted 
out to llS I shall prove to this Aosembly. I will 
prove to this Assembly and to this country that 
the Govern1nent. orsonwnlentberR of the Govern M 

ment, kept men ·in positions whereby they rol1bed 
my partner and me of J0:20,000. I will prove that 
as· clear as day light ; and I will prove that 
thof-3e n1en who were kept in mnplo~r at large 
salaries will not be again employed iu the posi
tions they hold in this colony. :!Yly position here 
is perfectly cle:or. 

The Ho~. Sm T. :\[uiLWHAITH: Hear, 
hear! 

::\Ir. ANNEAH: I w:>nt no man·s favour, and 
I fear no man·, frown. Y[y conduct has been 
perfectly hone,-<t since I have been in this colony 
-over twenty-two years. :Yiy transactions will 
bear the light of day. \Vhen these papers are 
all printecr I will take :cn opportunity, though it 
will take me time to do it-bnt though it should 
take me a whole sitting to show it, it shall go 
forth to this colony-the tre:ttment we ha ,-e 
received. I believe that had the leader of the 
Opposition been :>ware of one-tenth of the treat
ment meted out to ns he would have stopped it 
at once; and when he has heard it [am confi
dent that that gentleman will be convinced th:tt 
I have been treated in the manne1· I h:tve n:tmecl. 
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Question put and passed; and, on the motion 
of .Mr. ISAMBERT, the resumption of the 
debate Wits made an Order of the Day for Thurs
day next. 

MARYBOROUGH SCHOOL OF .UlTS 
BILL. 

::VIr. BAILEY said: ::VIr. Speaker,-I beg to 
lllOVe-

1. 'rhat the Jiaryborongh School or Art~ l3ill be 
referred fo1· the consideration and report of a Seleet 
Committee. 

2. 'l'ltat snch Committee have pmver to spud for 
pe1·sons and papers, and leave to sit. during any ad,ionrn
ment of the House, and that it eonsist of the followiu~ 
members, namely>· -:Jlfh;srs.1Iellm-, l,erguson, Donaldson, 
Re:-.tttie, and the JloYer. 
I hardly know for what reason this motion was 
made " not formal" ; but I will give very briefly 
the renson why this Bill has been brought in 
upon the petition of the trustees of the Mary
borough School of Arts. 

'l'he PREMIER: There have never Leen any 
reasons given before until the second reading of 
a Bill. 

2\[J•, :\IOHEHE.\.Tl: This is not a formal 
tnotinn. 

Mr. BA TL EY: It is desired th:ct a certain 
portion nf the g-round grante(l to the trtu~tees 
of the school of arts at lVIaryboroug-h may he 
sold. 1\Iany year,; ago a school of arts quite 
good enough for that time was erected 
on a portion of this ground. They w:cnt 
now a much better building, and the only way 
by which they can raise the necessary fmids for 
its erection is by selling a portion of the 
land granted to them, which is now actually 
waste land, and which is not used for the pur
poses of the ~chool of arts or any other pur
po,e. By sellmg that portion of the land, they 
will be ahle to realise an amount sufficient to 
enable them, assisted by public subscriptions, to 
build a larger, rnore comtnoclious, and 1nore 
suitable building for the town. That is briefly 
the object of the Bill, 

Question put ·and passed. 

ANNRAH AND COJ\IP ANY'S CL AIM 
AND Mtt .. TOHN DRYSDALK 

l\Ir. BAILEY said : I beg to move-
'rhat there he laid upon the table of this Honse, the 

prelimina.ry J,etters and Correspondence which led to 
the inquiry held b.\7 the Chief EhgineeT 1::\Ir. Stanley) in 
reference to .'J1r .. John Drysdalc, in connection with the 
return laid on the table of the I-Iout:>c on :3rd instant by 
the hon. the Jlinister f0r \r arks. 
lVly renson for moving thb is that no less than 
three members nf the Assemblv have mover! for 
papers in connection with the ~contractor's \Vork 
on the Maryborough and Gympie Hailway, but 
there are papers still wanting. The bst returns 
which I saw refer to pttpers which we have not 
got yet, a.nd as it is very evident, from what the 
hon. rnen1ber fnr 1\Iaryhorough saitl to-night, 
that we m·e to have a discussion upon this sub
ject, I should like hem. members to be in posses
Hion of all the pnpers on the subject. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: Will this 
motion have the effect of giving the whole of 
them? 

Mr. BAILEY: As far as I know. I only 
know that in the last returns laid before the 
House these papers are referr-ed to, and they 
are not among the papers we have got so far. 

Question put and passed. 

LOCAL AUTHORITIES BY-LAWS BILL. 
On the motion of the PHEMIEH, the House 

in Committee affirmed the desirableness of intro
ducing a Bill to declare the powers of local 
authorities with respect to imposing license 
fees, tolls, rates, a,nd dues, anrl for other pur
poses. 

The Bill was read a first time, and the second 
reading made nH Order of the Day for lVlonday 
next, 

ADJ OURXi'IIEXT. 
The PRE:\UER said: J\Ir. SpeJtker,-lt is not 

my intention to go on with any 1nore Govel'n
ment hw~ine.ss to-night; and I now beg to n1ove 
the ndjournment of the House. 1 shall ask the 
House to adjourn till Monday. 

::Vfr. :VIOREHEAD: J'\o. 
The PH EMIEH : I have been asked by a good 

n1n,ny n1en1bers in this Hnuse to con11nence the 
Monday sittings. 

Mr. ::\fOREHEAD: You said, for non-con
tentious business. 

The PREJ\HEll: \Ve do not jn'opose to go OH 
with the L"ml Bill, hut there is the Defence Bill, 
a matter which might very fairly he taken 1m 
::\Ionday evening. 

'\[r. J\IOREHEAD: No. 
The PRE:\IIRR: It has received the support 

of both sides of the House, (l,n<l, as I under
stanrl it, it is a matter which may very properly 
he taken on J\Ionday evening. T 'tlll sure thnt is 
the opinion of many members of the House. 
The Bill which has just been introrluced relating 
to the powers of local authorities is another 
measure which might very well he taken. I 
therefore ask the Hmme to meet on J\fonday 
evening at half-past 7. I believe it will meet 
the convenience of a very large nnn1ber of 
members of the House, although to many it will 
en.. use considerable personal inconvenience-to 
no one, I think, more than myself. On Tuesday 
the Government propose to proceed with the 
Lanrl Bill, and on VV ednesday to take the debate 
on the ]'inaucial Statement. I am not able to 
give any further information with respect to the 
conduct of business the following week; hut I wish 
it to he distinctly understood that, in the mean
time, with the exception of two or three minor 
Bills, of which my h<m. friend the Colonial 
Treasnrer has given notice, the mntters to which 
the House will be asked to give its attention will 
be r1nestions of finance and the Land Bill. [ 
ask perrni~Hion to n1ove, 'vithout notice, that this 
House now adjourn till J\lonrlay next. 

The Hox. Sm T. MciL\VlLUTH said: Mr. 
Speaker,-! do not think it is proper for the 
House to commence Monday sittings next week. 
'vVe ha Ye scarcely recovere<i from the fatigue of 
the Financial Statement. For my own part I 
was at work all last night and all to night. [ 
have my own private business to nttend to OH 
Friday and Saturday; I go to church on Sunday; 
and yet the hem. member has the effrontery to 
ask me to come and discuss the Defence Bill on 
lVIonday, and then be prepared to auswer the 
Colonial Treasurer's Financial Statement, which 
occupied two hours and a-half in delivery. 1 
have a particular desire to forward the busineHs 
of the country, an cl am only too glad to hear the 
hon. member say he is going to take the Land 
Bill on Tuesday ; but it is quite impossible for 
hon. members to do their duty to themselves and 
the country if they have to come on Monday. 
This Ministry has had more facilities for Govern
ment business than any l\linistry I have hnd 
experience of since 1 have been a member 
of this House. This is the first 'l'hnrsday 
since I have been here of \l'hich this Government 
has not had a complete monopoly; and that 
never happened in my experience before. Thurs
day was always taken up by private members. 
The Government have enjoyed that privilege, 
and now, after that extraorclinary speech of the 
Colonial Treasurer, the hon. the Premier a.sks us 
to come down and discuss the Defence Bill on 
Monday. It is no doubt a non-contentions Bill 
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to a great extent, but I should like to see 
men who have given volunteering their study 
come forward and assist the p:l>;~age of the Bill. 
I should be to a gre:<t extent a listener, lmt I 
should be none the less working all the time, 
bec;wse I want to see the effect of the measure 
on the country. The hon. member must see 
that it is an unrea:-:.;onable thing he is a.;;king. I 
nsed to consider it was unreasonable to ask n1e1n · 
llers to come on Monday tow arch; the end of the 
ses . .:.:ion; but here, though we have not come 
to the E~timate,"-;, and ha\'e gone through 
none of the important Bills, the hon. mem
ber say~, "Come on 2\{unday." The thing is 
ridiculous. lam sure the h<m. member has too 
n1uch sense to pre"-'8 Rnch a rnotion. He know~ 
perfectly well that the Opposition have every 
desire to forwarcl the business of the country. 
lVIy object i . .;; to have a good, short, :-;harp R;~ssion, 
and I am perfectly prepared to facilitate the 
debate on every irn tJortant 1near;ure. 1 have 
done that right through. 

The PREMrER : Hear, hear ! 
The Hox. Sut T. i\IclLWRAITH : Surely 

the Govern rr1ent are nnt going to o\'erwork us ! 
Becr~use if it leads to oYerwnt·k I cr~n get plenty 
of speeches deliverec\ on the llefence Bill, to 
relieve Ine. 

2\[r. :\[OTtEHEAlJ said: Mr. Speaker,
Thel·e is no one knows better than the Premier, 
that he got thi~ }[on . ...;e to agree t}mt there f'hould. 
be l\1 onday sittings, l1y <listiuctly telliug- us that 
th0y would be for n<m-couteHtion~ work only. 
"Xon-contt'ntion::; \Vork" was the expre~;-;ion he 
used. Doe,; he mean to say that the Defence 
Dill is a uon-contentions Bill~ 

The PHK\IIEH : I do. 
).Ir. MOREHEAD : I will contend against 

the Bill from commencement to em!, so he can 
hardly call it non-contentious. 1 believe the 
Bill to be a very bad Bill. 

The PRK:VIIEH.: You are not the only mem
ber of this House. 

Mr. }fOREHEAD: The hon. member savs 
I am not the only member of the House. ·I 
admit it, but I am a very contentions memher 
of the Hmme ; and he can hardly say that this 
Bill will be a non-contentions one. I tell him 
distinctly that if he attempts to push on that 
Bill on J\Ionday evening he will uot get one 
inch with it. \Ve want to adjourn till Tuesday. 
anci we will adjourn till Tuesday; or, if 
uot, we will waste a nronday evening -1 
can nssure him of that~ if the Defence Bill 
cmnes on. Tf the hon. me1nber can ~mggest any 
non-contentions Bill, I shall be happy to deal 
with it. ~o long as we have to dAal with con
tentions matters it ie hardly fair to sit on 
J\1onday eveningH. T hope the hon. member 
will not press it. He certainly will do no 
business on Monday. I appeal to him if he is 
a man of his word, which possibly he may he, 
to say whether my interpretation of his words 
is correct or not-that is, that we are only to 
deal with non-contentious business on Monday. 

Mr. JOHDAN said: Mr. Speaker,-! am under 
the impression, sir, that it will not be convenient 
for hon. members on thi.s side of the House 
to come on :Monday. The hou. member for 
Bttlonne has given one very good reason why 
we should not meet on i\Ionday nig-ht-that he 
is determined to fight ; and T have tt reason-a 
very poor one beside his-which is, that I cannot 
be here. That is of no consequence to other 
hon. members of the House, but it is of great 
consequence to me, because I like to be present 
when work is being done. 

The HoN. ;)rR T. MciL WRAITH said : The 
Premier will understand that my desire is to give 
the Government everv fn~ilit.v t.h:::~.t. T no~.;:ihlv rof!n 

The Premier must have seen that from my action 
all through ; I have always facilitated the dis
posal of pri vttte business in ord~r that we might 
get on to the Government busmeHB. I shall be 
only too glad, on account of the country member;,, 
to meet on .:\Iondav ; but I am qmte sure m 
the present state of business we cannot do it. 
I am very ghd, however, to know tha~ the hem. 
o·entlen1an i::; croing on with the nwre 1n1portant 
business on T~1esda,y. I do not think the Defence, 
Bill is so contentious as the hon. member for 
Balonne makes out. There is no hurry about it, 
and we can discuss it quietly after having dis
fJosed of nwre important Inea.suret5. 

Mr. MOHEHEAD said: If I am in order I 
will read exactly what the Premier said in 
moving that Monday be a sitting day, to show 
that l have not misrepresented the facts. I 
tttke this from Hansard of the Gth .August:-

" .:\lr. :\ioREIIEAU: Only business of a non-contentious 
charaeter \Villbe taken (m :.\fouday, I snppose :-

"The PRK~\rTER: YP~. and I would take no busine~s 
that any member de~ired to discnss who could not lJe 
pre~cnt." 

Well, Mr. Speaker, I shall not be present,, and I 
desire very n.uch to discuss the Defence B1ll. I 
think, for that rea,;on, the House should not 
meet on :Monday evening next. 

Mr. STEVEXSOX said: I can hardly under
stand the hon. the leader of the Op1'osition, and 
the hon. n1ember for Balonne, waxing warrn 
over the motion of the Premier. The l:'remier 
httd not the least idea of sitting on 1Iouday, and 
if the motion had not been objected to on the 
Opposition side of the House the hon. gentleman 
would have got some of his own supporters to 
oppose it. The hon. gentleman simply wan.ted 
to 1nake a Hhow, and he was only too anx1ous 
that the House should adjourn until Tuesday. 

Mr. J\IACDOXALD-PATERSON said: I 
think the last speaker is somewhat incorrect, 
for I am quite sure the hon. the leader of the 
Govemment fully intended that the House 
should meet on i\[onday; but when it was 
pointed out to him that the leader of the Oppo
sition would not be able to aLtencl church on 
;,Junday if he carried his motion he at once re
penteri. The h<m. member for South Brisbane 
(Mr. Jordan) is probably influenced by the same 
feeling, and I g-h·e h?th those hon. gentlemen 
credit for their intentwns. 

The Hox. Sm T. MolL \VRAITH: The hon, 
member is r1uite mistaken. Even if I did not go 
to church on a Sunday, T should not occupy my 
time by studying· the.Financial Statement. 

The P1lK1\UER said : \Vhen I asked per
mission to move without notice that the 
House adjourn until Monday next, I thought 
that in so doing I was complying with the 
expressed desire of a majority of bun. members; 
and I am rather surprised tlmt they have 
not expressed the same views in the House 
that they have done outside. The motion, of 
course can only be made with the consent of 
the H~use and 'if that is not obtained it cannot 
be put. I take this opportunity of recognising 
in the fullest manner the assistanc8 we have re
ceived from the h<m. gentleman who leads the 
Opposition. I am obligecl to him for the assistance 
he has given the Government in the conduct of their 
business, and I look forward to similar assistance 
for the remainder of the session. I do not agree 
with the hon. member for Balonne when he 
attempts to bring the Defence Bill under the 
category of contentious business. VVhep a large 
majority of the House agree to a certam extent 
upon any measure placed before them, the fact 
that one member does not agree to it can hardly 
be o-iven as a good reason for not considering the 
me~sure as non-contentions. It is certain we 
c:.1hn1l hfl\'P tn >::.it· ~itlli'W nn l\lfrmr1~ru niO"ht<::! m• 
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ol<'riday morningR at Rome time or other during 
the session. Some hon. members think that 
the time has arrived for us to do so, and, 
personally, I think the sooner we begin to 
sit four days a week the better, as I think 
hon. members would prefer to do their heavy 
work while the cool weather lasts. Although 
I shall certainly not press my request as far 
as the coming :Monday is concemed, I may 
express the hope that hon. gentlemen will take 
seriously into their consideration the propriety 
of meeting on :Monday nights, and continuing 
to meet on :Mondays until the end of the session. 
\Ve may, at least, take the lig·hter work on lVlon
days. I do not think we can stand more than 
three days in each week of the heavier work, 
nor is it desirable that we should try. I will 
n.sk hon. members to take the matter into their 
consideration during next week, and be prepared 
to meet for the future on .Mondays. I .now ask 
leave to amend my motion, by substituting 
"Tuesday" for "Monday." I may say that I 
will ask the House, before proceeding with the 
I~ and Bill on Tuesday, to read the Bill relating 
to By-laws a second time. 

The HoN. Sm T. MoiLWJlAITH said: I 
hope the leader of the Government has not fixed 
vV ednesday for the discussion of the Icinancial 
Statement to suit the members of the Opposition. 
The hon. gentleman must see that the position 
in which he has put the bmsiness is rather dis
jointed. \V e take the Land Bill on Tuesday ; 
then the l<'inancial Statement on \Vednesday, 
n.nd that will take up the whole of the day, and 
as much of Thursday as we can spare. I do not 
know whether the Government have n.ny reason 
of their own for making the lmsiness so dis
jointed, but it is certainly no convenience to the 
Opposition. I would much rather discuss the 
Land Bill when we have got rid of the Financial 
Statement. 

The PREMIER: \Ye have a reason for 
arranging business in that way. 

The Hox. Sm T. MciLWRAITH : It is not 
for the convenience of the Opposition that the 
discussion on the Financial Statement should be 
postponed until Wednesday. It appears to me 
a most extraordinary thing to take the Land Bill 
first, then the Financial Statement, and then go 
back again to the Land Bill. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: I take exception to what 
has fallen from the Premier in regard to his 
interpretation of what was conveyed to this 
House by him when t.he word '' non-conten
tious" was used; that is to say, matters to be 
dealt with on days outside the usual routine of 
the House. He has stated that he never for one 
moment pretended that the Defence Bill would 
be embraced in the category of measures de
barred from being dealt with on the additional 
sitting day. It is a very contentious measure, 
n.nd it is contentions because you do not go in for 
defence unless you are attacked; but, putting 
that on one side, the Bill is one of supreme 
importance to this colony, and I, therefore, 
distinctly object to the hon. gentleman tell
ing this House that the discussion on such 
a Bill can be covered by the arrani(ement 
arrived at by the House as regn,rds matters 
to be dealt with on off-days, so to speak. 
\Vith regard to the Land Bill, it is to be re
gretted that the Premier is not prepared to push 
on with it. I suppose the Minister for Lands 
has got to be blistered and turned ont. That he 
has been blistered is certain, and that he is to 
be turned out, I hope. Why should we have 
these large intervals in the discussion of the 
r~and Bill, instE,ad of going on with it, as sug
gested by the leader of the Opposition, from 
day to day? It is the most important measure 
we have before us ; let ns finish it one way or 

the other; let us hn.ve no playing with it, n.s the 
Premier seems inclined to do. The Minister for 
Lands is already getting "sicklied o'er with 
the pale cast of thought" ; he is suffering under 
the Land Bill, although I believe he has ceased 
to be a freeholder. Let us have none of this 
backstairs influence or trickery going on with 
regard to the Land Bill. If, according to the 
Premier, it is necessary to the colony, let us 
ha Ye it and finish it before we do anything fur
ther. I am certain the country will not be 
satisfied until this vexed f[Uestion-vexed still 
more by the Government-is settled. 

Mr. DOXALDSON : I think that some con
sideration should be shown to the conntry mem
bers. We have already been here over two 
months, and shall probably be here for anoth~r 
six months ; n.ml as it will be necessary to sit 
four evening.-; a, week, the sooner we begin the 
better. I do not wish to interfere with the 
arrangements of the leaders of the House, but I 
am very anxions that the House should meet ou 
Mondays, and I trust that a start will be made 
after next week. \Vith regard to the word 
"non-contentions," a n1easnre could not be 
non-contentious if it was in the power of any 
hon. member to say that he intended to 
contest it. lf Monday evenings n.re to be 
devoted solely to non-contentious business it 
will be useless to meet at all on that 
rlay, for there is hardly a m0asure brought 
forward that can properly be called non-con
tentious. T trnst the Ciovernment will show 
country n1en1 hers son1t conRideration, so that 
the Hes~ion 1nay Le brought to an end as soon ag 
possible. 

Question-That the House do now n,djourn till 
Tuesday next-put and pa•sed. 

The House adjourned at "ix minnte" to 10 
o'clock. 




