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LEGISLATIVE ASSEn1BLY. 

l'eti tion.-Que~tiOn:-'.-}'orJnal Jlotion:-:. ·· -:.\Ian·boroug-11 
School ot' Arts Hill.-Snpply.-l•'inaneial ~latelllcnt. 
--Immigration ~\._et of 1HH2 ~llH81Hl.lliCllt Bill 
re.sumption of (~ommitlec.-.\Lljourmncnt. 

The SPEAKEH took the clmir at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

PETITIO X. 
Mr .. JESSOP )Jreoented a petition signed by 

390 re,ident' of Ualby and the neighl>nm hood, 
asking the House to ~tgl'ee to the conHtruction of 
:1 Hail way Line frmn Dalby tn St. Geor~;e, and 
mo,·ed that the petition be read. 

Ctnestiou )Jnt and passed. 
Petition l'e<td and received. 

ftFESTIO::'\S. 

The Hox. Slll T. MciLIVILUTH '"ked the 
Prenlier--

Whcn the A('\/litional ~lembPr~ nill, 11roJui~rd in the 
Opening Speech, will ne ilJtrollUct>d :-

The l'liK\IIEH (Hon. S. W" Gl'iffith) ,·e-
plierl- · 

I hovr· to introchw-n thi~ Bill in tlw com·:5c of two m· 
three week~: bnt thp prel~i~e time will dc]lClHl upon 
the progre~s of the lmsinPs:s of the se~~·don. 

Mr. ~Ic\VHAXXELL '"keel the ?IIinister 
forWorks-

lrhen is it the intention ol' Lhl' t1ovcruml'nt to pro
ceed with the Sm·ycy of a Railway Lino Iromllughenden 
to \Yinton as anthorisedF 

The l\1INISTJ<:R FOR WORKS (Hon. W. 
i\Iiles) replied-

it i:; not the intcnt.ion Of the (io\·erlllllCllt to lH'OCCCd 
wit.h the Survey of a ltail-wa.y IJine from Ilughcnden to 
"\Vinton. 

l\lr . .Mc\VHAl\NELL aHked the Minister for 
·works--

·when it i:-; his iutention to again e·tll for 'l\~lHlcrs tor 
the erection of Sub-In.-peetor of Police Quarters at 
\Vintou, the money for which ha.8 already been votecl by 
this House as far back as 1882 ? 

'£he l\IINlSTER FOR WORKS replied
'render,.,. for the erection of Quarters for the Suh

In:o:pect.or of Police, \Yinton, will be called for at an 
early date. 

FORMAL MOTIONS. 
The following formal motions were agreed to:
By the PREl\IIER-

rrhat this IIonse will, to-morrcnY, l'P~olYe it.seH into a 
Committee of the \Ylwle to con~ider the rlcsirablcnrss of 
introc1udng a Bill to dl·Clare the llOWcrs of loeal ~~utho
rit.ies with rc~pcct to impo:;;ing J.icense Pee!'. Toll"". Rates. 
and Dues, ancl for other pnr1loses. 

By ~Ir. NOHTO:'-T-
'l'hat there be laid upon tbe table of the Ilon~e. :t 

R>•turr:: Bl;lOil.;ing the quantity of Yenc~"J.g \)"ire forwarded 
hy ~ile W~stern und Ceutral TI.d_lwa:· Liw <:.-, anrl tbe 
F1'eight nc8i'"··ed for, "111}8, flnLn£" e.',,.:;b .::n Jlltll SJU(;E the 
lst Ja.nu117. 1~5'3, unO. 31E.t ..AugnS't1 18"84.. 

1E8*-2 P 

Bv l\Ir. MORloHEAD-
rrll"nt there he laid on the ta1.lle of the House, 

cop:t•'- of an Petitions. r~ettrrs, a1Hl l'apcrs. in postoPS:sion 
or t~lO G<n-ermnent. eonuPetert. with m· rclatiye to 
'Y:-u·~._len Lnkin':s Report of l:;:;t, Jnly, lSS,t. 

l\L\.lCYJlOROTJGH SCHOOL OF AH.TS 
BILL. 

On the Ul()tion uf J\Ir. BAILEY, leaYe was 
.. -i ven to introduce a Bill to enable the trn,tees 
~f an allotment of htnd in the town of J\Iary· 
borough, ril'ant.ed for the pnl'lH_):"es of a Rchnol of 
A1·t, .. , to sell the "tmP or any part or portion 
thereof, t<>gethel' with the lJlli!ding., erec~ed 
thereon, and tu den>te the proceeds to the bn1ld· 
iug of a ne\\· School uf Art,;. 

Bill read a first time and ordered to be printed. 

SUPPLY. 
The COLONL\.L TlUUS"CR1m (Hon. J. I{. 

Dick."m): Mr. Speaker,-I move that yon do 
110\V lNtve the chair, and that the House resolve 
itself into a Committee of the 'Whole to consider 
the Supply to be granted to Her Majesty. 

Question put and passed. 

FINAXOIAL STATEJ\IEKT. 

The COLONIAL THEASUJUUt, in makin 
his .11~im.tncia.l Stateuwut, Rakl :·-

Tilr. FRASER,-

1 purpose to submit to the. Committee and 
to the country the present cundition of the 
Fhmnces of the Colony, and, in making the 
Treasurer's Annu"'l Report thereon, to em
brace the whole p8l'iod comprised in the last 
finm1ci>~l year ended on the 30th ,} une, 1884, 
notwithstanding that the Financial Statement 
for 1~83--L which I had the honour tn deliver in 
.Tanu11,ry fast, having necess11,rily been delayed 
to ,,o late a period, included the tmnsactions 
for the first six m<mtll' of that year-the com· 
pletecl term of which I now retrospectively 
exhibit. 

I think, sir, it will l>e <tclmitted, after careful 
obsermtion of the Bt<ttistics I sh>~ll submit, that 
the colony coutinues to rnake very great progress, 
that the condition of the people, both as regards 
the increa,ing importance of their industrial pur
Huit., and the accmrmlation they are continuously 
providing, shows th"'t nur pmsperity is deeply 
rootccl, and gives us also reasonable grounds for 
hoping that 'the effects of the severe drought, 
which fur w long a period has hung over 
Anstmlia, 11,nd which, unhappily, even yet cannot 
l>e ,:,id to have wholly broken up in portions of 
the vast interior of Queensland, are gradually 
passing a":ay; and that when the colony is visited 
by a return of normttl seasons the development 
of >tll our indw;tries and resources will attain 
a 1na.gnitude such as our 1nost sanguine antici~ 
pationsareunal>le at present fully to comprehend. 
Doubtless these gratifying results will be greatly 
accderatecl, and be more immediately felt by 
>tctive prugre,sive administration such as the 
colony demanJs and our increased weitlth and 
credit emt.ble us to achieve. Government are 
fuily impressed with the necessity for aiding-nay, 
even nrging-Queensland on the high road of pro
gress and permanent prosperity at the present 
time, so that, even if she m"'y not yet attain to the 
high position of the great nations of the world, 
she may be well abrp,st of her Australian sisters 
in their earw·st emulation of the continmt.l pro· 
gress of our great mother-country. 

I trust, sir, before I conclude, that the~e views 
will he deemed to have recei,·ed ample considera
tion, and that. the intentions of Governn1ent 
in this direction will yield nn uncertain sound; 
but that our propo":1ls will show to- the country 
th?.t the reqniremento of the colony ha Ye forn1ed 



610 Financial Statement. [ASSEMBLY.] :Financial Statement. 

subjects of deep and full deliberation, and that 
Government have marked out a course of assured 
progress and action, which they confidently 
submit to Parliament for its consideration and 
approval. 

I invite the attention of hon. members to the 
Treasury Tables, pre]Jared to accompany the 
Statement for this year, which have been circn· 
lated, and which will enable them more closely 
to follow my remarks in dealing with the 
finances, which shall be divided into-

1st. The Consolidated Hevenue of Queens
land for the financial year ending 30th 
June, 1883-4 ; 

2nd. The Trust :Funds for the same period ; 
3rd. The administration of the Loan Account 

for the same term ; 
·ith. The Estimate of \Vays and Means 

for 1884-5, embracing also Estimate, of 
Expenditure for the same period ; 

And I shall conclude by expressing the views of 
Government concerning fresh loan obligations. 

I now proceed to consider-

1sT. THE CoNSOLIDA1'ED HEvgNcg Fv"D OF 
QUEENSLAND ~'OR 1883-4, 

And I rerruest hon. members to direct their 
attention to Table B, which deals with the Con
solidated He venue of the Colony for the financial 
year ending 30th ,June, 1884. On the 1st .July, 
1883,the balance at credit of the Consolidated He
venue Fund amounted to £311,5~4 13s. 4d. The 
revenue of the year 1883-4 represented £2,566,358 
Os. Se!., and the expenditure £2,511,651 2s. 6d., 
leaving a balance at the credit of the Consoli
dated Revenue, on 1st ,July, 1884, of £366,301 
lls. 6d. 

Such is the Treasury aspect of the opera
tions of the Consolidated Revenue :Fund for 
the year 1883-4; but, to enable hon. members 
to fully comprehend our present financial 
position, I would point out that the actual 
revenue paid into the Treasury during the year 
1883-4 amounted to £2,643,236 10s. lOd. ; 
£81,667 10s. having been furnished by claimants 
for pre-emptive selections, of which sum 
£76,878 10s. 2d. was disallowed, and transferred 
from the Consolidated llevenue Fund to 
Suspense Account Trust Funds, there to await 
application for refundment. On the other hand, 
'the Consolidated Hevenue credit balance on the 
30th June, 1883, which amounted to £311,594 
13s. 4d., was, to the extent of £310,000, appro· 
priated by Parliament last ~ession to provide 
for Special Services. In former years it has 
heen customary to withdraw such appropriation 
from the Consoli<lated Hevenne Fund, and 
place the amount to a Surplus Hevenue 
Account. I am of opinion that it is un
desirable and inconvenient t<J withdraw from 
revenue, until required for purposes of actual 
expenditure, whatever surplus may accrue 
from time to time, and I do not think it to be just 
to our financial prosperity and progress to 
exhibit our revenue balance periodically in a 
depleted condition, when such impoverishment 
is not actually caused by expenditure, or actual 
revenue deficiency in fulfilment of Treasury esti· 
mates. Moreover, as we shall have to make 
application to English capitalists for a consider
able addition to our present loans, it is desirable 
that we should exhibit our revenue balances in 
their true position from time to time for the in· 
formation of the public creditor and investor. 

During the year 1883-4, we had expended, out 
of this special appropriation of £310,000, the sum 
of £78,072 2s. 3d., leaving an available unex
pended balance of such special :tppropriation 
w the extent of £231,027 17~. 9d. 

Now, if we take our revenue for 1883-4, as above 
stated-namely, £2,566,358 Os. Sd.-anct add the 
same to the amount of pre-emptives disallowed, 
£7G,87R 10s. 2d., we find the total revenue to be 
£2,643,236 10s. 10d. ; from which, if we deduct 
the year's expenditure out of Consolidated 
Hevenue, £2,511,651 2s. 6d., less the amount 
of the special appropriation included therein
n:tmely, £78,072 2s. 3d.-there remains a net 
revenue expenditure of £2,433,579 Os. 3d., the 
result being a net surplus on the year's trans
actions of £209,6fi7 10s. 7cl. 

The financial year 1881-2 commenced with " 
credit balance of £27,00714s. 9d., and terminated 
with a credit balance of £245,410 6s., thus show
ing :t surplus of £218,402 lls. 3d. ; the financial 
year 1882-3 commenced with a credit balance of 
£370 6s., and terminated with a credit balance 
of £311,594 13s. 4d., £2-!5,040 htwing been with
drawn to Surplus Hevenue. 

The financial year 1883-4, as just shown, ha s 
closed with an actual surplus on the year's opera
tions of £209,657 10s. 7cL ; or, to place the posi
tion in another aspect, the financial year 1881-2 
showed an actual increase of revenue over lHS0-1 
of £78,426 12s. Od. ; 1882·3 over 1881-2, of £2Sl,'i'64 
Ss. lOd.; and 1883-4 oYer 1SH2-3, of £182,498 l·k 
6d.; or, with pre-emptives disallowed amounting 
to £71),878 10s. 2d., a total inct ease of £21i9,317 
4s. 8cl. 

An analysis of the revenue of 1883-4 contrasted 
with th:tt of 1882-3 discltmes very gratifying and 
cheering results. If hon. members will consult 
Table A, they will ob:;erve that the totalrewnne 
for the year 1883-4, amounting to £2,i5GG,338, 
exceeded the estimate for the year by £61,3/iH, 
(tfter allowing for refundment of pre-emptives 
before mentioned; and even as thus red need 
showed an increase of £182,499 in actu<tl receipts 
over the year 1882-3, or 7'6 per cent. ; or, if the 
full amount of pre-emptives disallowed be added, 
the ratio of increase on the ]Jreceding year 
represents nearly 11 per cent. Foremost amongst 
the chief contributories to revenue stands 
Customs, which in 1883-4 produced £866,47ii, or 
£66,475 over the estimate, as ag-ainst £753,703 in 
1882-3-an increase of £112,772 on the pre· 
ceding year, or nearly 14 ·f) per cent. On 
the other hand, the revenue from Excise, 
which in 1882-3 was estimated to yield £58,000, 
and which only produced £51,3G2, has not even 
fulfilled the very moderate estimate of £:15,000 
for 1883-4-the total returns being £34,441. The 
decline in }i~xcise Revenue has been steady anrl 
continuous since the a;,similation of the 'excise 
with import duties in 1880, and forcibly illu
strates the snumlness of the fiscal axiom that high 
duties do not necessarily produce a correspourl
ing increase of revenue, but tend to diRcountell
ance and divert consun1ption. The Excise ReturnM 
for 1883-4 show a decrease on the preceding year 
of £16,921, or at the rate of nearly 32'9 per 
cent. 

Stamp Duties produced during the year £88,166, 
showing a small Increase at the rate of O·!J per 
cent. cm the preceding year; while Licenses pro
duced £46,401, or an increase at the rate of 
about 5 per cent. on 1882-3. 

In short, from Taxation the sum of £1,035,483 
was furnished to the Consolidated Revenue-an 
increase of £98,742, or at the rate of 10'5 per 
cent. on the preceding year of 1882-3. 

In Land Hevenue a marked decrease was only 
to be expected under the head of sales by 
auction, selection thereafter, and pre-emptives. 
The present Government, on entering upon office 
towards the end of 1883, acted up to their 
~tvowed intention of conserving our vast terri
torial estate as <Ln inalierwble inheritance 
to the )Jcople of thir; colony for <tll time, 



Fznancial Statement. [10 SEPTEMBER.] Financial Stafeme11t. 611 

thereby denying alienation of the fee-simple 
of the real estate of the colony in the country 
cli~tricts by auction; and they had also to clis· 
:cllow cbims for the pre-emptive acquirement of 
free holds which had been lodged with the Trea 
sury previous to their entering on the administra
tion of the colony. Thi, action was &ubseqnently 
confirmed last session by Parliament m passing 
the second reading of the Pastoral Leases Bill, 
and in pursuance of that as~ent Govern1nent 
have maintained their action in this direction 
pending legislation under the new Land Bill. I 
would remind htm. members that the applica
tions which have been disallowed were deemed 
by Government to be a most unwarrantable 
interprebtion of the provisions of the 54th 
clause of the Pastoral Leases Act of li:iflD, taken 
in conjunction with the {j!)th clause of the 
Crown Lands Alienation Act of 187(\; for not 
only were these applications maue entirely un
supported by any evidence of 11ermanent im
}Jrovelllent.s having been conRtructed, Lut the 
desire of each ap]Jlicant was to consolidate these 
vre-emptives and obtain by way of exchange, 
nnder tbe provisions of the GDth clause of the 
Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1876, an 'uett efjual 
iu value a.ud in one bloCk of other country~ in ~ltort, 
to a~quire m1e large freehold e~tate, po81')S8H::-ing 
water and other adntntttge", in lieu of the 
i""latecl Jil'e-emption,; which, under the concli
tioll:-: of the original lea:::e, he \V a::; privileged 
to obtain to :-:ecure I)Briuauent iluproveruents. 
\\'bile adopting this line of action, I desire to add 
tlmt ttll those applications to [Jre-empt which had 
rect~i ved Ex<3cuti ve sanction u11der the for1ner 
Govel'luneut \ven~ va.::;::;ed through and cmnpleted. 
The admini,;tration of these hettds of Land 
Revenue having Leeu conducted on such prin
ciples, the proceeds of lands ~old at auction, 
which amounted in lSt\2-3 to £114,227, have 
only produced during the whole of 1883-4 
the sum of io:7ii,2GO, being a decrease of 34 per 
cent. on the preceding year. In like man
ner, selections after auction, which in 1882-3 
amounted to £49,847, resulted in a total nf 
£10, G88, only for the fimtncial year ending on 
30th ,Tune last, being a decrease of £38,799, or at 
the rate of 78 per cent. on the preceding year's 
operations. It will therefore be observeri that 
while the total revenue of 1882-3 from auction 
sales ancl land subsequently selected amotinted 
to £104,074, the amount received from the,;e 
joint contributories for the financial year 1H83-4 
amounted to £83,948 only, of which sum £17,()81 
wa~ derived from auction sales of country lands, 
being at the rate of 20 pter cent. on the whole 
annual prnceeds from auction saleK. In 1882-3, the 
sum of !072,628 was derh·ed from auction sales of 
country land,, being at the rate of 63 per cent. on 
the entire annual income undar this head. And 
with regard to pre-emptives, which only yielded 
£2U,824 in 1882-3, as I had occasion to note in 
my last statement while there appeared a 
sudden and extensive impulse to pre-empt just 
before the accession of the present Government 
to office in November, 1883, which placed 
the Treasury in possession of £78,083 from this 
senice for the six months ending 31st December, 
1883, the action of the Government in revising 
such applications as had not receil·ed Executive 
sanction under the late Administration caused 
the withdrawal from the Consolid:cted Hevenue 
of a large portion of this amount-namely, 
£76,878, and confined the total operations for 
the financial yettr 1883-4 under this head to 
the extent of £4,789 only, exhibiting a decrea.se 
of £25,035, or at the rate of 82 per cent. on 
the preceding year. In other sources of Land 
Revenue 211 increa~e is diHcernible-not, ho\V
ever, in all cases commensurate with the 
general expancion and prosperity of the colony. 
The rente, of homestead aud condith>nal selec-

tions, which in 1882-3 produced £241,991>, 
have during the past year amounted to £246,599; 
an increase of only £4,601 on the preceding 
vear. 1t may, however, be observed that the 
actual increase under thi• head does not neces
sarily prove a corresponding increase of settlt
ment, inasmuch as future instalments of rents
or, in reality, instalments of pnrchaoe money
may at any time be paid up in advance, with 
a view to acfjuire the fee-simple-the annual 
amount thus received at the Treasury being 
uncertain-produced by the caprice, the pros
perity, or the necessity of the selector. 

It has been shown in past years that seasons 
of depression have caused larger p:cyments to be 
made tu the Tre:csury for future instalments of 
purch~M:le uwuey, than seasons of cmnparative 
prosperity. To place more clearly before the 
Committee the operation of our land l><ws in 
regard to homestead and conditional selections, 
the financial results of the past three years 
will be of v:clue. In 1881-2, the new trans· 
ttctions amounted to £49,153; the balances 
paid U]J in advance to acquire the fee-simple 
attained to £48,276. The annual rents received 
during the year amounted to £137,890, formin;.: 
a total yearly revenue of £233,3Hl, or an increase 
of over 20 per cent. till the preceding year. 

The financial ye·lr lXH:l-3 showed new truus
actions under these heads to the extent of 
.t4fi,020, a decrea~e of £3,133 on the previous 
ye:cr ; while the balauees paid up in advance 
amouuted to .t:n,XiiO, being £W,42li under th~ 
cmTespouding receipts for 1881-2, at the same 
time that the annual rents received anwunted to 
£1G4,128, being £26,238 in excess of the previous 
year's receipt~, the total annual revenue pro~ 
dncing £241,HDS, or an increase of 2'8 per cent. 
on that of 1881-2. 

The financial year 1883-4 showed new trans
actions to the extent of £35,910, a decrease of 
£10,110 on the preceding year; while the 
balances paid up in advance amounted to £40,839, 
being £8,989 in excess of the year 1882-3. The 
annual rents received amounted to £169,850, 
representing a total annual revenue of £246,59!!, 
or an increase on the preceding year of 1·9 per 
cent. It will be seen from the foregoing that 
new selections have been declining since 1881-2, 
and this, tno, in the face of a large area of our 
territory, represent.ing about 21,000,000 acres, 
now open fur selection. Doubtless the inti
nmtion of hesh land legislation may have 
temled to deltty settlement by possibly inducing 
selectors to defer applicatiOns until the greater 
facilities for settlement and occupation of 
onr pu hlic la.nds as anuounced by Governnwut 
have been cunfirmerl by the Legislature. This 
much may be conceded. But there cannot exist 
a doubt in the mind, of hem. members who will 
exercise a little reflection, that, considering the 
unprecedentedly large accession to our popula
tion during the past two years, and the great 
and general desire "·hich has been displayed 
within that time to invest in real estate, our 
existing land legislation has signally failed during 
that period to attmctand encourageoccup,Ltion and 
settlement of onrlandstottn extent commensurate 
with the introduction of such a large addition 
to our people as we have of l:tte received. 
Viewed by the statistics of the past three 
years, the provisions of our Land Acts specially 
framed to encourage homestead and condi
tional selection, which have hitherto been 
recognised as the most powerful factors in 
close settlement of the country, are failing 
to meet the requirements of possibly a newer 
cla•s of settlers, or, at any rate, are not stimu!nt 
ing the settlement and occupation of the country 
in proportion either to the increasing population 
nr to the indnstrial pursuib 21nd ~tccunmlation oi 
the people of this colony. 
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Pastoral Rents for 18113-4 produced £246,103, 
being an increase on the preceding year of 
£28,767, or at the rate of 13 per cent. 

Them·ea held under Pastoral Occnpation on the 
31st December, 1883, amounted to 475,601 square 
miles in the unsettled districts of the colony, of 
which area 131,902 square miles were classed as 
unavailable territory, and for which no rent 
was paid. The resirlue---considered antilable 
territory--produces an annual rental of £216,639, 
being at the mtP of 12s. 7d. per sqwwe mile 
nf avaibble area; but if the unavailable area 
is iuclnded-whieh, if paid for at a similar 
rentaL would increase the l''";toral rent list 
J;S2,!l87 anmmlly-the a1·era~e rcntnl is reduced 
t<J 9,;. H. per square mile-under olle-sixth of 
a. pt-mny per acl'e lJer annum. Tn a.cldi
U.on to the foregoillg, 11,102 11qnal'e ndleK a.re 
occupied in the settled districts, producing 
annually £21,41!1, or an averag-e of £1 Uls. 4d. 
per square mile, being under ~<l. per acre per 
annun1. 

It is instructive at the pres<>nt time, "nd in the 
face of legislation proposed by the Government, 
to note that, notwithst,.nding the above-men
tioned extremely low rents, which, even in this 
House, few hon. members will justify, the average 
annual rents paid rlnrin;; the year 1K8:l-4, 
for the leases of runs in the unsettled district' 
eubnutted by auction <luring that year, were 
£1 Ss. 7 d., and for those in the settled district," 
£2 5s. 3d. per square mile. The "inexorable 
logic" of these facts g·ives an overwhelming 
refutation to the frequently reiterated aS8er
tion that pastoral occupation cannot now >tifonl 
to pay larger rents than those which, origimtlly 
affixed under the Orders-in-Council, haYe been 
only .<lightly increased by the Pastoral Lea;;es 
Act of 1869. 

'fhe revenue from ]\fining Occupation fulfilled 
the estimate for 1883-4 of £13,000, but has not 
attained to the receipts of 18S2-3, which amounte<l 
to £14,317. The falling-off which took place 
in 1883-4 iR to be attributed to the rlecadence 
of the Palmer Gold Fielrl, and to the effect" 
of the drought, which Jll'CI·ented men from 
working. · 

'rlw total La.nd 11en:nur for ltiK~1--t atu!lUlltt~d 
to £li:iB,078, showing rt _decreru.,e, ari~i11g frm11 the 
:-;pvpral causC>s to whi.eh I h;n'o allndml, nf 
£71 ,7~!1 under the preceding year, o1· <tt tlw rate 
of almost 10 per cent. 

Turning totho receipts froiu Public \\'orL :m<l 
Hervices, hem. members will view with lllH[Hali
fied satisfaction the continued progres,; and 
remunerativenes-; of our rail wayt-5. 

The Southern and \Vestern Uailwav con
tributed to revenue, during 1S83-4, £:;26,544, 
being an increase of £54,87 4 on the preceding 
year, or at the rate of fully 20 per cent. 
Jf hem. lllembers will turn to T>tble tl they 
will observe that during the same period the 
working expenses have increased £11,6891h. 7d., 
while the net earnings for the year show 
an increase of £43,1il4 Os. 2d. ; thus reducing 
the percentage of working ex1Jenses, as contrasted 
with receipts, from 61'31 per cent. in Vl82-:l to 
ii4 '58 per cent. in 1883-4. During the year 
1R83-4 new ro,;dway was opened in connection 
with this railway to the extent of 106 miles, 
namely:-

llighfil'lds Branch 
Homa to Mitchell 
Bri<'bmte Vallel' Braneh 
H<,ilth Btisbane to Oxley 
J{illarney Branch 

Iota! 

12 miles 
53 
19 

(j 
1li 

Similarly, the Central Railway contributed 
in 1883-4 the snm of £153,121, eHtablishing an 
incre>tse over the preceding year of £25,240. 
During thB Rarne period the workiDg expenseR 
increased by £9,679 and the net earnings by 
£15,fiGO, thet·eby reclncing the percente.ge of 
\Vorking expense~ in proportion to recei]Jts, fron1 
4-! '87 per cent. in 1882-3 to 43 ·78 per cent. in 
1.88:l-4. During the year 1883-4, 5(j miJe,, of new 
roadway were opened in connection with this 
milway, namely:~--

H()g-antnngan to Pine Hill 
C:tpella t,o nermont 

'fntal 

20 llliJt':.; 

31 

~>li miks 

The 7\"orthern HailwaY bhnwed a revenue in 
lll83-4 of £5!i,52S-an inc;·case of £13,070 on the 
preceding year; 'vhiJe the working· expen~es iu~ 
creased £7,650, the net earnings increased £5,-122, 
the percentage of working expenses and receipt• 
having- slightly increased--namely, from 4tl'ti4 
per cent. in 1882-:l to 50 ·!J2 per cent. in 
1883-4. During the year1R83-4 this raillnty W»s 
further opened to Homestead, an additional 45 
miles. 

The lVIaryl>orongh and (;ympie Railway 
fnrnishecl in 1883-4 £37,838, being an increase 
of £10,716 on the preceding year. During the 
~a1ne period the workiug expen6e~ _ increa:;ed by 
£9 R27 and the net earnings by £889, the per
ce{ttage of working expeu:ses to receiptt! having 
risen from 135'!!5 per cent. in 1882-3 to 73-24 per 
cent. in 1883-4. 

The Bundaberg Hailway protluced iu 1883-4 
£8,faO, being an increase ol £2,883 on the prece
ding year, while the 'vorking expenHe::; have 
decreased by 1;418 small amount of £307 -the net 
E.arniugs amounti.ng Go £1,125. The working ex
pen~ecl in proportion to receipts represent a pt-!r
cent,;ge of SG ·94. During 1883-4 this railway 
w:tA further extende<l 22 mile;-Gillen's Siding 
to :'llnunt Perry. 

Tn.ldng- the \\hole of o~n· rail way lines OlJen 
fur traHic <luring 1888-4, the total receipts reJ>re· 
,eut £582,M:l, or an increa.se of £~0li,782 ou the 
preceding ~-eatt, being rtt the rate of o\·er 22 pel' 
cent.; while the working expenses have increased 
11'ithi11 the same time hv £38,ii3U, or about 14 per 
e<~nt. nn tho pre,~ious yCnr. 

ThB l'ust OHice J,rn,]uced in 181l:l-4 £80,815 
-an increase of £10,:323, or nearly 15 per cent. on 
1882-3 ; while the Electric Telegraph receipts fur 
1883-4 amount to £75,181-an increase of £9,172, 
or at the rate of 13'8 per cent. on the preceding 
year. 

Harbour and Light Dues produced £20,488 
for 1883-4-an incn'l1Se of £4,026, or 24 per 
cent. on the previous year. I must point 
out in connection with this service, that 
pre~iouo to the remission of light dues in 1882 
the sum of £3 286 had been received during the 
financi,;l vear'1882-3 for which no conesponding 
revenue appears in 1883-4. The South Bri,bane 
Graving Dock, which furnishes revenue under 
this head of Httrbour and Light Dues, produced 
£2,365 for the financial year 1K83-4, an 
increase of £1,235 on the preceding- year. There' 
fnre the acttml sources of present revenue, con. 
trastnrlwith their conesponcling result8 in 1ti82·3, 
;.;how an increase in this Rervice of over 55 per 
cent. Escort Fees show a reduction of £8G·!, arising 
from the su~pew·don of 1nining works through 
the late drcmght, and al."l from the fact nf the 
gold frmn Ch:trters TowerH and <Jympie being 

1 
now ;;arried hy raij\\'a~·; 
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The tot.:~] revenue from Public \Vorks and 
~ervices in 1883-4 produced !:760,375, beinr; ttn 
mcrease of £129,63H over the previous year, or 
at the rate of 20 ·5 per cent. 

Miscellaneous Service,; have produced £137,422 
in 1883-4, showing an increase over the preceding 
year to the extent of £25,877, or at the rate 
of 23 per cent. £58,fi24 was received fm· 
interest on public bal.~nces, and .i:24,20li for 
intere~t nn lo~tll'l to lnc:tl bodies ; an increa::;e 
for the year from these joint sen·ices hndw·· 
accrued ' to the Treasury to the extent of 
£1!l,257. ' 

If hon. members will g],mcc at Table K, they 
will observe the proportiont< in which our popn
latioU-G8tin1ated since the last census-have 
contributed to the Consolidated Revenue of the 
colony during the year 1883-4. 

Each unit of our population, now estimated to 
a1nonnt to 287,475 persons, has avera.ged a ccnl
tribution to taxation, in the shape of consump
tion of clutiable goods, in the payment of stamp 
duty imposed on transfer of property or dealin"s 
therewith, or in the advantager-; accruing t'o 
busine•s or otherwise Ly the extension of credit 
under bills or promis,;ory notes, or in the issue 
of cheflues or granting receipts, or in the 
cnnduct of licensed businesses-tn the extent 
of £3 12s. 6d. per head; while for the t"e 
of rail ways, postal sm·vices, telegmphs, and 
shipping dtws he has also contributed £2 12s. Bel., 
for the year 1883-4. And further, toward., ::\Iiscel
ln.neous ~ervice13 -which coin prise interest on 
the. use of the public moneys, by means of 
whiCh the custodians of same may have been 
enabled to assist him in business ,;r other pur
suits-he has paid 9s. 4cl. therefor during the past 
year. So that our individual unit has, and with 
great advantage to himself, benefited the revenue 
of the colony to the extent of £6 14s. 6d. during the 
past year; while his assumed contribution nf 
land revenue represents him to have been a total 
annual contributor to revenue to the amount of 
£818s. Gel. 

Turning to the expenditure for the financial 
year1883-4, thetotalamonntrepresents£2,511,651, 
from which sum must he deducted the disburse
ments on account of the special appropriation of 
£310,000, amounting, as before shown, on the 
30th ,June last, to £78,072. The actual expendi
ture, therefore, for the year stands at £2,433,579-
an increa;;e of 5 per cent. on the expenditure 
of the preceding ye:tr, which, however, included 
a surplus revenue appropriation to the extent 
of £245,040. 

This increa.se of exvencliture ha.s chiefly arisen 
in connection with the following services, 
nmnely :-In Schedule D, the endowment to 
municipalities advanced from £38,300 in 1882-3 
to £43,32-1 in 1883-4, or at the rate of nearly 
13 per cent.; while the endowments to divisional 
boards, which in 1882-3 represented £80,5()6, 
attained to the Rum of £98,8BO in 1883-4-an 
increase of 22·6 per cent. 

In addition to the foregoing increases, settle
ment has been made of the claim of Mr. P. F. 
Macdonald, which had so long stood over, not
withstanding the judgment of the Supreme Court 
in his favour, for £13,700, as from 7th SeptemLer, 
1880, with costs taxed at £3,4li2, as on 15th June, 
1881, the total amount carrying interest at the 
rate of 8 per cent. per annum, and which had 
been unwisely ignored by the late Adminis
tration. The Government cleciclecl on meeting 
thit< augmenting obligation without further delay, 
and the payment of £21,903, representing judg
ment deht, costs, and interest, has necessarily 
increased the expenditure under schedules for 
the yettr just terminated. 

The Ho~. clm T. ;yrciLWRA1TH: Corrup
tion, corruption ! 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: 
The Colonial Secretary\; Departnwnt required, 

dnring- 18H3-4, £400,Ul4, repre::~enting an increase 
of £66,846 over the preceding year, or at the 
r~tte of 20 per cent.; ari~ing principally front in
crease.] rectnisitions-],y the Police, of nearly 10 
V'~r cent. ; Govennnent Printer, 2:1 per cet1t. ; 
Colonial Stores, 13 per cent.; Volunteers, 21·~1 
per cent.; Charitahle Allmi•ances, 31 per cent.; 
and expen~e.s of th;'l General Elections dnring 
1883. which cost £5,5H:i. 

The Administration of .Justice expended£33,520 
for 1883--1, as against £28,278 for 1882-3, show
ing an increttse of 18'5 per cent.; while the 
Department of Public Instruction absorbed 
£15-1,015-an increase of £2:~,983, or at t],e 
rate of 18·4 per cent. on the precening year. 
'l'he increa.,e in this department was largely 
created by Buildings, which increased from 
£19,945 in 1882-3 to £:)(),433 in 1£83-4, or over 
82 per cent. 

The Colonial 'l'reasurer's Department required 
£15fi,033 for 1883--!, being an increase of £35,44!l 
on the preceding year, and at the rate of 29 ·4 per 
cent. Of thi.< lm·ge sum, £13,2ii8 is dne to the 
increase of refn111·lrnents, the payment of which 
forms no charge on the Consolidated Ret'enu0. 
And in connection with this nmtter of refnnd
ment><, I would inform honoural,le m~<mbers thnt 
it is intended in the future for each department 
to make its own refundments at the ch•e 
of the month, and before final >tcljustment <>f 
accounts with the Treasury; thereby excluding
this item hereafter from disturbing our actual 
financial transttctiuns for the year, or 1m(july 
incrensing our 11J)parent receipts and expendi
ture. 

The other increases arise from the following 
causes :-Commission on paying off our Loan of 
18ti3, for £707,000, due 1st January, 1884; Cus
tmns, £;),7!)8- r(Jn increaRe which n1ay fairly 
be admitted when we reflect that Customs 
revenue during the same period increased by 
£112,772 ; Harbours, Pilots, and Lig·hthouses, 
which re'lnirecl £50,193 in 1883-4, as against 
£:18,606 in 1882-3, being an increase of £1l,ii81, 
or at the rate of 31·5 per cent. This expansion 
of expenditure has been absolutely necesgary in 
consequence of the establishment am! mainten
ance of additional lights along our coaRt, and also 
through the necessity for providing increased 
,,ervice,; to meet the rapidly developing require
lnent~ of our t:leveral harbourt:i. 

The Secretary for Public Lands expenJerl 
£101,654 in 1883-4, as against £87,863 in 188:l-3, 
being an increase of £13,791, or at the rate of 
lii·G per cent. The princip"l increases in thi" 
department arose from Grants in aid of ReserYe', 
which incr<'itserl 43 ·6 per cent.; Suney of La.ncl, 
which increased 6 per cent.; the extension of tho 
Trigonometrical Survey, on which £2,358 was 
expended during the year; and Pttstnral Occupa
tion, on. which an increase of expenditure is 
shown to the extent of £5,262. 

The Secretary for Public \Vorks expendecl 
£409,:i05 for the year 1883-4, being an excess of 
£74,107 over the preceding year, or at the rate of 
22·1 per cent. Of this expenditure, Building&, 
Roads, and Bridges represent £o2,8G8 for 1883-4, 
as against £36,082 for 1882-3-an increase of 
£26.786. Mines re'luired an increase of ahout 
£3,000, or over 18 per cent. advance on the pre
vious year. 

The expeHditnre on our R:tilways, out of re
venue, for the year 1883-4, amounted to £309,308, 
as against £270,770 for the preceding year, or 
an increase of ahont 14 per cent. \V hen 
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we bear in mind the !m ge acceRsion to onr 
revenue which has been obtained from this 
source during the past year, establishing, aR I 
have before shown, an increase of 22"4 per cent. 
on the previous year's receipts, and this too, in 
the face of a season which has diminished pro
duction, both from pastoral and agricultural 
settlement, and has largely militated against 
the devel11pment of the carrying trade of the 
interior-! say, notwithstanding these adverse 
influences, we have every reason to be satisfied 
with the financial results of our railway invest
ments, as shown during the past year. 

The Auditor-General'• Department showed a 
small increase in expenditure during 1883-4 nf 
£157, or about 3 per cent. on the preceding year, 
necessitated by departmental intervention being 
required to provide special audit for the ad
justment of accounts between various local 
bodies. 

Tables H and K are framed to exhibit, as in 
former years, the actual position of the Treasury 
at the end of the financial year. 

Hon. members will observe that the financial 
year 1882-3 terminated with a net liability, for 
the unexpended votes of previous years, to the 
extent of £193,787. 

The balance at the credit of the Consolidated 
Hevenue amounted, on the 30th June, 1883, to 
£311,594. 

A special appropriation of £310,000, made by 
Parliament during last session, reduced this 
available balance to £1,fi94 ; which amount, 
deducted from the net liability above men
tioned, exhibits the outstanding liability on 
the 30th .June, 1883, for the unexpended 
votes of previous year, as £192,192. The 
financial year 1883-4 terminated with a liability 
of £305,930, of which sum £60,000 may fairly 
he assumed to lapse after 30th September, redu
cing the net liability to £245,930. The balance 
unexpended of the special appropriation of last 
session amounted, on the 30th June last, to 
£231,927 ; which sum, added to the net revenue 
liability as above shown then nutstanding, 
produces a total liability of £477,857, to be 
reduced by the balance of Consolidated Revenue, 
a~ shown in Table B-namely, £366,301-thereby 
decreasing the net liability for outstanding un
expended votes of the previous year to £111,55G ; 
showing our financial position to have improved 
on the previous year by £80,63G. 

The financial year 1883-4 closed with a surplus 
credit balance of £366,301 lls. Gel., of which 
amount the sum of £231,927 17s. 9d., belonging 
to the special surplus appropriation of 1883, re
mains unexpended, leaving a net credit revenue 
surplus balance of £134,373 13s. !ld. on the above 
date. The amount of unforeseen expenditure 
paid up to the 30th June, 1884, and included in 
the expenditure for the year, was £47,600 under 
schedules, and £72,280 for services of the de
partments-a total of £117,880. As, after this 
expenditure being made, the votes still unex
pended for 1883-4 represent £30.~,930, which will 
probably be reduced by £60,000, for lapsed ser
vices, there being a hahtnce of last year's revenue 
to the extent of £134,373, as above shown, against 
same, our position at the close of 1883-4 is con
siderably improved upon the preceding ye<W 
1882-3, as represented in Table H. 

·when I last had the honour to submit my 
Financial Statement to the House, I dwelt on 
the inconveniences which I concehed ar<>se from 
the Government Accounts being circulated for 
public information in two somewhat conf'lsing, 
if not conflicting, forms. Hon. members are 
aware that the Public Accounts issued by the 
Treasury, and published in the Gazette, deal with 
the trans<>ctinns comprised withh1 the periods 

they represent-that is to say, the financial 
year, which commences on the 1st day of 
July and terminates on the 30th June fol
lowing. Now, under the Audit Act, while the 
revenue receipts are still confined to this term 
the expenditure embraces not only the amount 
disl:,ursed during the twelve monthR aforesaid, 
but also is charged with the expenditure which 
proceeds during the three months following
namely, up to the 30th September-on account 
of services which have been authorised bv 
Parliament to be paid during the financi>il 
year ended on the 30th ,Tune previously ; 
the result being that the Treasury Statement 
of the transactions of each financial year-com
piled in terms of the Audit Act, and on which 
the Auditor-General bases his annual report
comprises twelve months' revenne and fifteen 
months' expenditure; that is to say, twelve 
months' full expenditure and the partial ex
pen diture made during the following three 
months on account of services voted for the 
year. This, however, is only one phase of the 
question. 

In addressing hon. members this evening, I 
have had occasion to refer to the expenditure, 
say for the financial year ended 30th .June, 1884, 
as amounting to £2,511,651. Such has been the 
year's expenditure by the Treasury, made out of 
revenue and special appropriation ; and this 
amount is published in the Gazette as the dis
bursements for such period. I have already 
informed the Committee that the Auditnr
General, acting under the Audit Act, will, in 
reporting on the transactions of 1883-4. supple
ment the above amount by the expenditure 
which has taken place since the 30th June, on 
account of last year, and which may continue 
until the 30th September next. So far the 
account would not be wholly confusing. But 
when I speak of £2,511,651 as having been 
the year'• expenditure to 30th June last, I 
will be found to be still further at variance with 
the Auditor. General's report; inasmuch as the 
expenditure made between the 1st July and 30th 
September, 1883, on account of the year which 
previously terminated on the 30th J nne, 1883, 
although forming part of my reported amount of 
the expenditure for the year ended 30th June, 
1884, and alsn included in the statement of ex
r,enditure published in the Ga:ette for the three 
months ending 30th September, 1883-the first 
'luarter of the new financial year 1883-4-is 
wholly rejected by the Auditor-General as 
being expenditure not chargeable to the yPar 
ended 30th June, 1884, and is charged back by 
him to the preceding year, 1882-3, thereby 
causing a wide divert;ence between the Treasury 
gazetted statement of tmnsactions for the year 
and those presented to Parliament by that 
officer. The amount of expenditure made be
tween the 1st .T uly and 30th September, 1883, on 
account of the services of the financial yenr ended 
on the 30th June, 1883, represented £142,103, as 
hon. members will learn from Table H. If this 
Rum be deducted from the expenditure, which 
I have already said amounted to £2,5ll,G:il, 
the expenditure chargeable to the financial year 
1883-4, made up to the 30th June last, will stand 
as £2,36!!,548 ; and this will be the sum the 
"\.uditor-General will represent, in his report to 
Parliament, as the expenditure for the year, plus 
the continued disbursements on account of the 
year's services still proceeding up to the 30th 
September instant. I would further point out 
that the Grtzette returns for the first quarter of 
each financial year are not framed to discriminate 
between the expenditure for the two services 
made during that period; consequently the public, 
and even hnn. members, cannot learn the amount 
of actual expenditure for the preceoing ye~tr until 
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t!Je Auditor-General's report is laid before Par
hament ; and, on account of this delay in closing 
the accounts of the year, his report frequently 
appears only before hon. members at the com
mencement of another session of Parliament 
when possibly public interest in the Auditor: 
General's statistics, then dealing with such a 
remote period, has considerably decreased. 

I think hon. members will agree with me 
that the Public Accounts should be so framed as 
to afford full, exact, and early information in the 
most easily intelligible form ; and, strongly im
pressed with this vie,y, Government have during 
the shr!rt receds, and m pursuance of the promise 
made m my last Statement, given this matter 
due consideration ; and I am now enabled to 
inform the Committee that an amendment of 
the ;Audit Act will be immediately laid before 
Parlwment to deal with this subject. 

The termination of the financial year on the 
30th June will continue as heretofore, but the 
Treasury and Audit Office will deal with the 
transactions comprised within the twelve months 
ending on that date as the financial operations of 
the year. The appropriation remaining unex
pended on the 30th June for services of the 
preceding year will be kept alive fm·three months 
as is now the practice, to enable the vouchers t~ 
be received from distant parts of the colony, and 
charged to the respective senices · but such 
continuous expenditure will, as i; now the 
practice with any balance of appropriation 
expended after 30th September, merge into the 
general expenditure of the new financial year 
and will be so treated by the Treasury and 
Audit Office. 

Votes will be revised within the three months 
after the financial year has terminated, and un
ne~essary balances be lapsed, as heretofore ; the 
res1due of.approp~iation under which expenditure 
may. c.ontmue bemg treated as part and further 
proVIsiOn for the new financial year. 

The Annual Statement, embracing the Treasury 
Accounts of the financial year, will be prepared 
for the exrtmination and report of the Auditor
General not later than two months after the 
end ~f each financial year, whereby it may be 
prac!1cable to place hon. members in possession 
nf Ius report annu.,lly before the termination of 
the s~ssion. _ Still. f.urther ad vantage would be 
experJenced m recelVmg the Treasurer's Financial 
Sta~ement and the .Auditor-~eneral's Report 
durmg .the sam~ se~swn, and Immediately after 
the penod to whiCh they both refer. I trust sir 
I may receive from hon. members on both ~ide~ 
of this Chamber theit· support in endeavouring 
to carry out these much-needed reforms in our 
present system of keeping the Public Accounts. 

I now invite hon. members to the con
sideration of. the 2nd division of my subject, 
namely-

THE SUBSIDIARY ACCOUNTS AND Tm;sT J!'UNDS. 
Table C exhibits the position of the Surplus 

Revenue Account at the end of the financial 
year ended 30th June, 1883-4, on which date 
a balance of £135,794 12s. lld. stood at credit 
of the account. This unexpended amount of 
snrplus revenue is comprised of two balances: 
the first amounting to £1,800 outstanding from 
the surplus reYenue appropriation of 187 4 · and 
the second comprising £133,994 12s. lld., loeing 
the une~pe_nded balances of the surplus revenue 
appro;,natwn of £24,'5,040, in 1882. I may add 
that the operations under the special appropria
tion of £310,000 made last session do not come 
within this account. 

Table E presents a statement of the Savings 
Bank Account for the financial year 1883-4. 
The total receipts within that veriod amounted 

to £963,795, and the withdrawals and general 
expenditure to £931,508, showing the credit 
balance of the account standing on 1st July, 
1884, at £417,335. 

The actual position of the Savings Bank on 
:lOth June, 1884, wa.s as follows :-

Deposited in the Queensland National 
Bank-general account 00 £86,521 

On fixed deposit £250,000 
On fixed deposit with Bank of 

New South Wales £100,000 

£436,521 
And the amount invested in Govern-

ment securities stood at £698,899 

Representing a total of 000£1,135,420 

An amount contributed by depositors, represent
ing £38 Os. 9d. per head, or £3 18s. lld. per head 
of population. It may be interesting to note that 
deposits to the amount of £36,082 were made 
by immigrants last year, before leaving Great 
Britain for Queensland ; and it is also satis
factory to observe the increasing accumulations 
of the industrial classes, which the deposits of 
the Savings Bank may fairly be accepted to 
represent; and that such savings are steadily 
augmenting, having increased during the year 
ending 31st December, 1883, in the number of 
depositors to 4,489, and in amounts deposited 
to the extent of £53,471, on the preceding year, 
notwithstanding the inducements and opportu
nities for small investments in real property, 
which have been so numerous of late. 

The transactions of the Trust Funds Account 
proper for 1883-4 are shown in Table F, 

The receipts for the year amounted to 
£308,491, while the expenditure represented 
£229,183 ; the balance at credit on the 30th 
June, 1884, amounting to £223,833. The opera
tions of this account, and the statement of the 
respective balances, as appended to the table, call 
for no special comment, beyond my remarking 
that the amount at credit of the Suspense 
Account-£44,586-represents the sum available 
to be refunded to those applicants whose claims 
to pre-empt, as I have before explained, have 
been disallowed by Government. 

I now enter upon my 3rd division, namely-

THE ADMI!>"ISTRATION OF THE LOAN FUND FOR 
THE LATE FINANCIAL YEAR 1883-4, 

and refer hon, members to Table D. 
On the 1st July, 1883, the balance of this 

account appeared in the Treasurv books as 
£37,415; for although the sale of- £2,500,000, 
being the first-sold portion of our loans of 1881-2, 
was known to have been effected in the preceding 
May, yet, owing to deferred payments for same, 
account sales did not reach the Treasury till 
last February. During the year the account has 
been credited with £30.'5 on account of Victoria 
Bridge debentures-a sum formerly received 
from the Corporation of Brisbane, under the 
Victoria Bridge Act of 1876, to provide for a 
portion of the outstanding debentures ; also with 
£65,7 46 for credit transfers and repayments ; and 
finally, the proceeds of the £2,500,000 of de
bentures before alluded to, which, allowing for 
depreciation, realised £2,420,347, 

The expenditure for the year amounted to 
£1,665,823, Debentures were paid off maturing 
on 1st January, 1884, for £707,500; the expenses 
of s:.le of 'mr £2,500,000 above mentioned, 
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£18,301; and ~tauip dnti•"~ an1ounted to ±::!,H7S, 
leaving a balance ou 1st .July, 181'--l..t:, at credit of 
the ncuount, of £1~7,310. 

'rhe st(tmp <luti. s clmrg-ed to the Loan Acconnt 
during the past yea.r forrn a new iten1 in connec
tion with the inscription of Qncenslanr! stock 
with the Bank of l~ngland, which has now been 
accomplished. 

Qneensland stoc·k for the snm of £2,Zi00,000 has 
been created as a first issue to provide for the 
conver~ion into inscribed Ktnck of debnntures 
to that extent, which had been previously sold 
under the authority of the Lo>tn Acts o£ 1881 
and 1882, as the first instalment of such loans. 

The anangements made with the Bank of 
England for inscribing stock has been, at the 
bank's desire, extended to the sale of our loans, 
on the follo\ving tern1s :-For i~~uing ~tock, 
preparing Rtock and transfer book:-:;, rtncl pet·
forming all the duties involved in placing the 
lo:1i1 on the m~trket (except the cost of advertising 
and stmnping scrip), a charge of 10s. per cent. 
on the annual amount of stock issuer!. The 
above char,;e does not include the nsna! com
·Inission of ;)s. per cent. to banb:~rs, brokerS, and 
agents, hnt the hank undertakes the sdtlel!lent 
of the claims. 

The Ba11k of l~ugland'B annual charge for con
ducting inscription and paying half-yem·ly 
interest is .£600 per nonlinal Inillion of Rtnck, 
equal to 1~ per cent. annually on the interest 
paid ; and the amount charged by the Com
mis8ioners of Inla.nd l-l.evenue for cmnrn ntetl 
stamp duty is l:ls. 6d. per cent. on each loan 
issue converted into or solrl as stock, with a 
rebate of 2s. Gd. pei' cent. for spoiled stamps on 
debentures converted into stock. 

Tn addition to the apparent aYailable balance 
of loan on the 1st .Jnly, 1884, the Government 
have been advised of the s>tle of our loans ll!arle 
h hst lHay. These loan s:<les represented 

stun of £2 1672,000, cornpri.sing a IJOrtion of 
the loans of 1881 and ll-182-nrig-imtlly J::3, 70:1,000, 
rednced by £2,;')00,000, sold in :\lay, L'Sil- ·· 
leaving a balance arnounl;ing to £1,28~~,000; 
anr! the loan of 188,1, amounting to £1,43[1,000. 
These loans bear interest at the r11te of 4 
per cent. per annun1, to accrue froni the 1:-;t 
day of .July, 1884-the first semi-anmml <livi
deild on both being payable at the Bank of Eng
land on 1st J an nary, 188;i-and were inscribed 
with that bank as (.)ueen.slanr! stock. The 
hr.lance of the 1881-2 imms, being redeemable 
on the 1st .July, 1Hl!l, was announced as con,oli
dated with the existing Queen~land Govenunent 
4 per cent. stock rede~m::~ble at par on the 1st 
July, Hllf\ ; such consolidation, therefore, repre
sents the total loans of 1881-2. The loan of 1883-4 
being redeemable on the 1st Jnly, 1D24, was 
announced to be inscribed a,:;; a se} 1arate :~tack. 
The minimum price fixed wa.s £!!8, and tenderers 
were informed that "deposit of fi per cent. must 
accompany tenders, and that the following modes 
of payment would be observed:-

20 per cent. on the Gth June ; 
2i} per cent. on the 19th August; and 
fiO per cent. on the 2nd December. 

Subscribers paying in fnll, on and after the Gth 
.1 nne, being allowed a discount at the rate of 2& 
per cent. per anunrn. 

Tenders were opened on ;;Oth :\Jay, awl dis
closed the gratifying fact of there. being abont 
1,000 tender• in numLcr, representing a total 
snn1 of £8,92!1,000, at price:-; Vt~rying front the 
rleclared minimum, £!l8, to £102. 1'he hi,~·hest 
allotment WitS £102, and the lowe•;t £[1() 8s.; the 
sale resulting in a gTns::-; ~.veragP of .tfW !) . ..,. 2bd. per 
<'ent. 

~\.nd it mnst further be observed that, whereas 
with sale::; of our sto~k since 1879 a prmnise had 
been volnnteered that no further Rales uf Queens
land lnctJl ir.:'ne~ should Le nwde for at least one 
yenr frmn the date of such ~ale-a, pron1ise 
which, as I have previ•msly pointed out, fettered 
our action in la:-;t ~Tan nary, and continued to 
bind ns till the fJth of Mav of this current year-no 
:-:i1nilar pronti~e forD lA{ f a condition of' the last 
loan sale, neiti1er di<l the price received suffer 
thereby; and the Governlllent are now, there
fore, fi·ee to act, aud 1nay i1n1nediately de~l with 
such future loans as P>trlialllent shall, dunng the 
preBent :ses~:don; authorise to l1e isHqed. 

At the time our loan was place<! before the 
investingl>nl>lic, dissati~fn.ction was expressed. i11 
certain quarterB a.t the decL1red re.,ern.~, aH Letng
unneeesf-)ariiv lo~1?; and it was asserted that 
Government should have boldly decided on par 
aY the reserve, that being the limit fixed by the 
South .t\nstralian Goverrnnent for its 4 per cent. 
loan ui £1,6RO,OOO, mmounced ten days prior to 
our loan saie: But the conditions of the 
respective loans were tlissiu1ilar. The net re
turns of the South Austra.li>tn loan, for which 
the [tvernge price teJH1ered represented £~00 Gs., 
produced net, after allowing for accrueclmterest 
n,nd Oeferr~d paynwnts, £98 ] :'")s, 8<l. per cent. 
The Queensland 'loan, reserved at .£98, sold at an 
averaue of £~W 9:-1. 2.\-d., bore no lntPreKt to the 
in vesf.n· until the 1st of .r uly ensuing, and after 
allowing for deferred ]Jayments by purchasers 
showed a net retmn of £98 10s. Gd. per cent. 

It is therefore evident that the mere price 
afiixed to a loan i~ no true indication of its 
charactm· a' an investment. And also, it may 
be fairlv assumed that, should too high a mini
mum b"e announced, the success of the loan may 
be j~opardised; while, on the other hand, the 
colony is not ru1lly prejudiced by fixing a mini
mum which subsequent tender:; may show to 
have been unnecessarily low. 

It is highly gratifying and only right for 
Queensland en< to be illl]H'C'Be<l with the fact that 
the crerlit of the colony in the great centre of 
finance hns never connnanded 1nore a,ttention or 
re,.;pect, and that, too, in the face of stron.1~· repre
sentations froru a certain section of coloniSits 'vho 
for the attttinment of a, political object have not 
hesitf1ted to disparage the resources, the el~tsticity, 
and irresistible progress of this fine dependency 
of the British J~mpire, by asserting that its 
borrowing povvers are \veil-nigh exhausted .. The 
highly succes,;ful result,; of our last loan issues 
on the London tnor:ey Inarket-:-sales of stock, 
nmde solely on thmr own ments~namely, the 
credit and reputation of the colony of <c2ueensland
made, too, without any solicited support or inter
vention other than the able financial administra
tion of the Bank of Engl~tud, supported by the 
loyal co-o1'emtion of the Govemment h<1nk~rs-:
b an aK:-3urunce to the colony that onr cred1t, 1f 
wisely c(mserved and directe~ to the atta_inment 
of reproductive work!:~, Ro far frun1 being ex
hausted is but yet in its infancy, and nmst tend 
not only to the extensive and early development 
of the immense resources of this rich country, to 
the pennanent foundation of a great insurance 
annuity fnnd for the continuum·' surplus accunnt
lations of our mother-country which may be 
invested in Queensland, hut also to the main
tenance of closer and more cordial relations 
between the United Kingdom and this, her 
ycmng·est dlmg-hter of the Australian group. 

The expenditure out of loan during 1883-4 
showf' an in·~rea:-:e over the preceding year of 
£4Gl,4ii0, or alJOnt 38 per cent. This large increa-"e 
chic Ay occurred during the six months ended 3l,,t 
1>ec:elJ1ber, 1883, \\·hicb showed £388,712 as the 
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increase on the corresponding peri()(l of the pre· 
ceding yeR.r. 'rhe vrincipal iteru of snch loan 
expeuditure w:tf' for Innnigration, on \Vhieh 
service £232.6ii3 wai, expended for the six months 
ending 3l,;t December, 1883, at which date the 
Imn1igration loan vote \Vas overdrawn to the 
extent of £238,325. Hon. members will rem~m
ber that a sum of £300,000 was provided out of 
the 1883-4 loan to repleni,;h thiK vote, and that 
a further sl1m of .£1ii0,000 has been r~lso vrovitlecl 
out of speci>tl surplus appropriation in aid of 
this (Immigration) service. 

The Loan vote for Immigration, notwithstand
ing the fin:;t-rnentinned arnount of replenislnnent, 
exhibited on 30th June last a credit balance of 
only £.'59, while the amount then available from 
the special surplu., [Lppropriation was recluced 
to £77,287. 

In additilim to the large unforeseen loan ex
penditure on account of Immigration, £112,(137 
for other "en-ices had bePn expended np to the 
31st December, 1883; principally on account of 
Railwnys. This expenditure, now atnounting to 
£186,119-as detailed in Table ll, Loan Bahnces 
-requires to he covered by a loan vote; and if 
consirlererl in connection with thfl present condi
tion of our In1n1igration fundR, is r-mggestive of 
the action which Government intend to take
nan1ely, of presenting tn the I-fou~e, nR enrly as 
practicable, proposal.' for [t new loan. 

The position of our loan funds on the 30th 
.Tm1e, 1:>84, stood as follows:-

Credit cash balance of the account ... 
Imcriherl stock, representing the 

balance of the de hen ture loans of 
1881 and 1882 . . . . . 

Inscribed stock, 1883-4 loan 

£127,310 

1,233,000 
1,439,000 

Representing a total of '.' £2,799,310 
Against which we have to retire ;
Debentures on lst .January, 

1885.. £1,019,000 
Loss on sale of dehentnres 27,662 

----- 1,046,662 

Leaving a balance of... 1,752,648 
To which is to be added the amount 

of unforeseen expenditure to he pro-
vided in first Loan Bill 186,119 

"\Yhich will show the amount a\·ailahle 
for Loan Services on the 30th June, 
li:i84 ... £1,938,767 

On the 30th ,Tune, H>S-!, the public balances, 
cmnprising as under, nan1ely ;~ 

Consolidated Revenue :Fund 
Loan .Account . . . .. 
Surplus Revenue ]fund ... 
Trust Accounts .. 
Government Savings Bank 

.£ ·'· d. 
£366,301 11 (i 

127,310 14 7 
135,794 12 11 
223,833 4 10 
417,33.~ 4 2 

£1,270,575 8 0 
were disposed of as follows :-

Queensland N a
tional Bank, 
Brisbane £878,168 15 10 

London 2:39,678 o 5 

.1J s. d. 

------- 1,117,847 1 3 
Bank of ~ ew South Wales, 

Brisbane 
Ag&nt-General 

100.000 0 0 
52,728 6 9 

£1,270,575 8 0 

And the proportion of such balances which we ·e 
placed with the banks on fixed deposit was a8 
under:-

o-z~~~~~;-<::0~~,,..,~~ 

~....(r='1-'ICil '""it-1 
1!': J::,c :olf:l ~<:.=: ~~ :.o 

And since the 30th June, 1884, the deposits 
fixed with the Queensland National Bank, as 
above shown, have been reduced by the sum of 
£100,000 placed to the Government Operative 
Account. 

The above-mentioned public balances are ex
clusive of the loans gold in last May, amounting 
to £2,672,000, of which, however, 50 per cent. 
may not he paid up till next December. 

I think, sir, I have now dealt fully with the 
transactions of the financial year ended 30th 
,June last, and I am of opinion that it will he 
admitted that such review is satisfactory, and 
tends to confirm 0ur confidence in the healthy and 
vigorous progress continuously made by this 
country, and, with that e,,, ire trust in its future 
growth, I submit the financial proposals o 
Government in connection with 

'rHE CoNsoLIDATED REvENUE ~'OR THE FINANCIAL 
YEAR 1884-5. 

The Estimates for 1884-5 exhibit an expectancy 
from Ways and Means of £2,748,500, being an 
increase of £182,142 over the receipts of last year, 
or at the rate of n per cent.' being under the 
percentage of increase obtained in 1883-4. 

Under the head of '"J1.axation" I estimate to 
receive £1,093,000, an increase of £57,517. The 
increase under this head last year amounted to 
£98,742, or at the rate of 10'8 per cent. on the 
previous year. I should unhesitatingly have 
framed a larger estimate at this time for thi1 
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branch of the revenue but for the reason that the 
colony has sufferer! for two years from a pro
tracted droug-ht, which unfortunately has not yet 
wholly br<.ken up. It is gratifying to know that 
rain has fallen quite re·ently in some of our 
western districts, which I trust may he the pre
lnde to a more general and ampie downpour. 
Undoubtedly our finrtncial position in 1884-5 will 
be more directly affected by the sertsons tlmn brts 
been shown during the lrtet two yertrs. I have, 
however, fmmed an estimrtte which I confidently 
anticipate will be realised, and under which, 
if the droug-ht were wholly to disappear, a 
most extensive increase \Voulrl become iunne
dbtely apparent in our revenue. It is the dutv 
of Government fully to recognise the pre:<ent 
position of the colony, and to estimate its rtbihty 
to meet such increased departmental expendi
ture as m:ty neceo,sarily be rc(juired. The position 
of the colony has been fully considered by Goveru
ment at the p1 esent time, and we feel that not only 
is the present estimate of taxation certain to be 
received within the year for which it is estimated, 
but that it 'is no severe strain for the colony to 
bear, anr! that it can be yielded without the 
imposition of any additional taxation. Indeed 
Government is of opinion that, instead of increas
ing taxation at the present time, one at least of 
our indnstrieo may he relieved and ~<timulated by 
a reduction of taxation-action which it is not 
anticipated ,..;ll decrease revenue, inasmuch as 
the unwise augmentation of this duty did not 
assist it as was anticipated, but has directed 
consumption to the foreign as against the colonial 
manufacture. I refer to the excise duty on 
colonial spirits. 

The excise <luty on spirits manufactured within 
the colony, which previously stood at 6~<. 8d. per 
vroof gallon, was ac,imilated in 1880 with the 
import duty on all foreign spirits except bre~ncly 
-namely, 10,, per gallon of proof strength. The 
effect of this legisbtion i• best illustrated by 
exhibiting the annual revenue received by the 
Treasury under the head of "Exci.,e," say for three 
years before and subse(jnent to this alteration; 
also the quantity of rum distilled within the 
colony during the same period as furnished by 
the Inspector of Distilleries:-

Rum Distilled in Gallons. Excise Duty 
Paid. 

£ 
1877-78 196,001 33,222 
1878-7!! 21U,3!lfi 3G,4ii3 
1S79-80 238,710 :lG,97G 
1880-81 201,111 42,782 
1881-82 157,32!1 50,24R 
1R82-R3 149,428 48,54f\ 
1883-84 144,073 33,475 

The Act abolishing the differential duty in 
favour of Queensland rum was assenterl to on 
19th November, 1880, and took effect from 13th 
August of that year. 

It will be seen from the foregoing that the excise 
duty, notwithstanding an increase of iiO per cent. 
in 1880 on the previous rate imposed, has during 
the past year only produced to the Treasury 
the same revenue as was yielded in 1877-8, when 
the duty stood at 6s. 8d. per proof gallon; while 
the production of di~tiUation, which in 1877-8 
stmonnted to 196,000 gallons. and previous to the 
increRse of excise attained to 238,710 gallom for 
the year 1879-80, has since continuously dwindled, 
until during th~ past year only 144,000 gallons 
were produced. On the other hand, the con
sumption of foreign rum has, since 1881, under
gone a very large increase, the annual amounts 

paid for <luty thereon since the assimilation of 
E).cise being as follows :-

1879-80 £5,653 18 8 
1880-81 6, 726 3 5 
1881-82 7,097 12 11 
1882-83 13,936 5 9 
1883-84 28,862 10 9 

Under these circumstances the continued de
cline in our Excise returns demanded the atten· 
tion of Govertnnent during the recess. It is evi~ 
dent that, since the e<]ualisation of the excise duty 
with the import duty on foreign rum, the latter has 
gradually been displacing the colonial production. 
The result has been that large stocks of colonial 
spirits are now held at the distilleries throughout 
the colony, which are unsaleable at a remunera
tive figure, consequent on the large quantity of 
imported spirit in the market, for which, as it 
can be sold at the same price, consumers show a 
preference. Large quantities of molasses are also 
in the hands of sugar-growers for which there is 
no sale, distillers being fully supplied. Although 
it may not be asserted that the present large 
surplus stocks of molasses are wholly due to the 
falling-off in distillation, yet it may be assumed 
that an increased demand for colonial spirit 
would induce those distiller• whose works are at 
present idle to re-open, and others to erect plants 
for the purpose of turning their molasses to 
account, whereby the revenue would be benefited 
and the indnstry of distillation be encouraged. 
It must not b<: forgotten that this industry was 
established mainly by the inducement of the dif
ferential duty which previously existed, and that 
large amounts of capital have been invested in 
buildings and plant which are now lying unproduo
ti ve. And as the closing of these factories does not 
discourage the ~onsnmption of spirit in itself, 
or tend to promote greater sobriety in the com
munity, but transfers the profits of manufacture 
from the colonial to the foreign producer,. Gov
ernment have decided to introduce a Bill forth
with, whereby it is proposed to reduce the duty 
on colonial Hpil·its to Ss. per gallon. And it is 
confidently anticipated that this action will not 
only arrest the further-reduction of duty under this 
head of revenue, which decreased last year by 
£15,0GO, but should thereafter provide a large 
addition to our Excise Returns. 

During the recess the question of encouraging 
the consumption of wine produced in the colo
nies has been brought before Government. I 
believe, sir, that if the whole of the wine-pro
ducing colonies of Australia concurred in a 
uniform tariff under which such wines should be 
reciprocally admitted, public consumption would 
be encouraged in favour of a local beverage, 
habits of greater sobriety would pervade the 
communities, and the result would be, I am 
assured, beneficial to the vignerons of Queens
land as well as of the other colonies. Communi
cations have therefore been addressed to tbe 
Governments of New South \V ales, Victoria, and 
South Australia on this subject, but up to the· 
present time no general intimation of their con
currence has been rec~i ved. 

From the Customs, which produced lstst year 
£8G6,475, I hope to receive during the present 
financial year £920,000, or an increase of £53,525. 
As we obtained in 1882-3 an increase of £114,700, 
or nearly 18 per cent. on the preceding year, while 
during 188:1-4 an increase of £112,772 was pro
duced, or nearly 15 per cent. over the previous 
year, I think hon. members will give ine credit 
for extreme moderation in assuming an increase 
in Customs for the present year at the rate of 
under 6 per cent. 

I am gratified to inform hon. members that 
the duties collected for the month of July and 
August in this year largely exceed any previous 
month's receipts in the history of the CustOJ;n 
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HouRe. .Tuly produced £83,0Rii, n,nd August 
£81,10ii, which, if maintained throughout the 
year, would result in n, Customs revenue of 
nearly one million; an amount which the Col
lector of Customs does not consider unlikely to 
he reached, provided the season become,, pro
pitious, with favourable rains to gladden and 
encourage settlement n,nd re-occupation of our 
great interior country. 

The estimate for Excise and Export Duties is 
framed at £35,000, about the same amount as 
has been received during the past year. This 
estimate will not be fulfilled unle'ls the 
action of the Government in reducing the 
rate of excise duties to a less amount 
than that charged on foreign spirits be sup
ported by the House. "G nder the judicious 
treatment proposed by the Government, I have 
every reason to expect a surplus on my estimate 
during the present year, with a certainty of 
considerably larger returns thereafter, when the 
distilleries have fairly resumed manufacturing 
opemtions. The estimate for export duty on 
cerlar is assumed at £1,000, being the amount 
received last year. But this item would increase 
considerably if heavy rains visited the districts 
where large quantities of cedar are felled aml 
await transportation. Stamp Duty is estimated 
at £fl0,000, or an increase of £1,834 on last year; 
and Licenses are assumed to produce £4S,OOO for 
1884-5, an increase of £1,59() on 1883-4-an 
amount considerably under the increase yielded 
by that year over its predecessor. 

I think, sir, after my explanation, that honour
able members will concur with me in believing 
that the total estimate of taxation will be largely 
exceeded by actual results, and if so, may cover 
possible divergences which may present them
se! ves under other heads. 

I now proceed to the consideration of the Land 
Revenue. for 1884-5, which undoubtedly at the 
present time, and pending ratification by Parlia
ment of the land policy of Government now under 
consideration, presents more difficulties in arriv
ing at a correct estimate of immediate results 
than surround any other branch of revenue. 
A~ the new Land Bill, however, if accepted by 

Parliament, will not come into operation till the 
commencement of 1885, and even then will not 
affect pastoral lessees within its schedule for six 
months thereafter, unless they elect to come im
mediately under its provisions, no appreciable 
effect in our revenue will be felt during the pre
sent financial year 1884-il, except through the 
absence of auction sales of country lands, selec
tions thereafter, pre-empti ves, and new transac
tions arising under homestead anrl conditional 
selections, all of which in their present form are 
assumed to be discontinued under the Bill, as 
from 1st January next. 

It must he borne in mind that the auction sales, 
which may he discontinued from and after the 
1st January next, are sales of country lands, 
the proceeds of which in 1883-4 amounted to 
£17,()81, while the proceeds of town and sub
urban lands with selections thereafter durin" 
the same period represented £GG,8G2. I hav~ 
framed my estimate fur 1884-5 at £75,000, from 
these sources-a very moderate amount when 
we reflect on the large and num8rmm land trans
actir:ns which are at the present time being 
earned out by the general public in the acquisi
tion of town and suburban freeholds. 

The sum of £14,000, which appears on the 
estimate of Ways and Means under the hearlmg 
of "Pre-emptives," has excited comment, and has 
led to considerable misapprehension. 

This amount represents a sum which is actually 
clue to the Tre11snry for pre-emptives which were 
~>pproved by the late Administration, and, as I 

have previously stated, have not been disallowed 
by the present Ministry. The deposits have 
been paid to the Treasury, and settlement only 
awaits corn pletion of survey. The appearance, 
therefore, of this amount on the Estimates for 
1884-il in no way indicates, as has been vainly 
imagined, any recalcitrancy on the part of 
Government in dealing with the pre-emptive 
question. 

Beyond the amount due to the Treasury for 
this service, as above stated, no further estimate 
is made of receipts under this head. 

Under the head of "Rents of Homesteads and 
Conditional Selections," an estimate of £220,000 
for the present financial year is submitted. This 
shows an anticipated reduction of £26,599 as 
compared with 1883-4, and of £21,998 as com
pared with 1882-3-·a decrease based on the 
assumed termination of applications for settle
ment under this form, after the passing of 
the new Laud Bill, and also founded on the 
position of the rents still payable by these 
selectors. The total amount of rents, or rather 
instalments of purchase money, to be paid by 
homestead and conditional selectors, amounts to 
£1,259,770, distributed over next ten years, ":nd 
becoming due to the TreaBury at the followmg 
periods:-

Year. 

1884-85 
1885-Su 
1886-87 
1887-88 
1888-8~1 
1889-90 
1890-91 
1891-\12 
1892-ll3 
1893-94 

I Rents of Homesteads and Con
, ditional Purcha....~s as due. 

£183,480 
183,007 
168,624 
11i3,169 
157,340 
164,992 
119,635 
79,717 
39,206 
10,000 

£1,2:)9,770 

Hon. members will observe that the Rent List 
for 1884-5 exhibits £183,480 as the amount fall
ing due this year. To this sum has to be added 
the amount of new transactions which will take 
place certainly up to the 1st ,January, 188ri, 
and which we may fairly assume to equal one-half 
of the similar transactions w hi eh occurred in 
1883-4. This would produce about £18,000; and 
we have then further to consider the rents which 
may be paid up in advance, and which amounted 
last year to £40,83(). As I have already pointed 
out, these receipts are uncertain, being largely pro
duced by the pecuniary position of the selector. 
I have accepted one-half of last year's receipts 
under this head-namely, £20,000-bearing in 
mind that under the operation of the new Land 
Bill, if passed, the latest conditional selectnrs may, 
instead of paying up their instalments of purchase 
money, accept the easier conditions of a leaser 1 
tenure, and surrender therefor their larger annual 
payments, now being made, for the purchase of 
their selections. The figures I have given above 
prod ucA a total of £221,480; therefore, in placing 
before the Committee my estimate for the year 
of £220,000, I have guarded the Treasury against 
any present disturbance which may occur 
through early change in our land tenure. And I 
would further point out that, although it is pro
posed that homestead selection in its present 
form shall cease after the 1st January, hon. 
members are aware that such selection is not 
intended wholly to disappear. During the year 
1883-4 homestead selection produced to the 
Treasury £20,291; therefore its l'esumption, hi 
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an amended form, will still further relieve the 
Treasury from any apprehension of immediate 
revenue distnrbance. 

A new item appears on the estimate of IV aysand 
:Means under the head of" Leaseholds," ammmt
ing to £10,000. This is an initiatory estimate 
based on the inception of the grazing-farm system 
unr!er the new Land Bill. Althoug·h the period 
extending from ld ,J an nary tn 30th .Tune may 
not he sulticiently long to allow the beneficial 
operation of the Bill in this direction to be a;-ailed 
of to any great extent, still, when we remember 
that 21,000,000 acres are now open for agricul
tural and grazing selection, we are justifier! in 
assuming that while homestead settle.went under 
new conditions will be as fully made as hereto
fore, occupation of portions of our territory under 
grazing leaseholds will contribute to the revenue 
fully £10,000before the end of the cnrrent financial 
year. For, assuming that only lOO farms are 
applied for, averaging 25 square miles, or 16,000 
acres, each, the minimum rental under the Bill 
would fulfil this estimnte of £10,000. 

Survey and Transfer Licenses are set down to 
produce £22,000, while timber licenses and 
other receipts are estimated to contribute £0,000; 
these two service~ being assnmed to provide 
an increase of £1,6!li\ on last year's receipts. 
From Pastoral Occupation I ho}Je to receivs, 
lJefore the 30th .Tune, lBR!'i, for annual rents, 
£260,000, an increase of £13,8\!7 on last year's 
receipts. \Vhen we observe that the financial 
year 1883-4 showed an increase under this head of 
£28,7G7 ; and when I arid that the rent of the 
renewed le1tses under the Pastoral Leases Act of 
1869, which fell due on the 30th ,Tune, 1884, 
averaged about 21s. per Hquare mile, while the 
average rent p>tid at auction for such lenses 
in the unsettled districts as were sold in 1883-4 
produced £18s. 7d., I think hon. member" will 
adn1it that I fully justify my estimate. 

Survey and Transfer Fees are estimated to 
yield £7,000 for 1884-5, being a reduction of £1,321 
on last year's receipts, amounting tu Hi per cent. 
Mh1ers' rights and bw~dnef:iR licenses are esti~ 
mated at. £4,000, being slightly in excess of 
last year's receipts; while other receipts are 
placed at £9,000, slightly under last year's 
transactions, the two services being assumed to 
produce that amount jointly furnished in '1883-4. 
The total territorial estimate is expected to 
provide £635,000 during 1884-5, being £1,922 in 
excess of last yrear's receipts, excluding the 
amounts for pre-emptives which had been dis
allowed. 

I do not think, sir, that it is incumbent on me 
here to pursue the possible operations of the 
new Land Bill in future years, I deal now with 
the financial year 1HH4-5, and I trust I ha,-e satis
factorily demonstrated that during that year the 
revenue will be undisturbed, while if the Bill be 
passed the foundations will have been laid of a 
fiscal policy w hi eh will proYide the Treasmy with 
territorial revenue in the future to an extent 
which past records will fail to parallel. 

The receipts from Public Works nnd Service;; 
are estimated to produce £893,500, or an advance 
on last year's receipts of £133,125. The increase 
shown in 1883-4 on the preceding year of 
£129,640, or the rate of 20·5 per cent., ,instifies 
me in assuming that an increase on these 
services will he presented during the present 
year of 1H per cent. 

The Southern and Western Railway is esti
materl to produce £380,000, or an increase of 
£53,456, nr at the rate of 17 per cent. on last 
year's receipts-an amount which I expect will 
be fully produced, inasmuch as the depart
n1ent anticipates having over 67 n1iles of new 
road way open for traffic during this financial 

year. The Central Railway is expecter'l to yield 
£195,000, or £42,879 over the preceding year-an 
increase at the rate of 28 per cent. Although this 
estimate may appeat high, it must be remembered 
that an >tdditional length of road to the extent 
of 56 miles has been opened during the year, 
and that an early· opening of further sections 
comprising 5:3 miles is imticipated before the :lOth 
June, Ul8;i. 

The Northern Railw>ty is estimated to con
tribute for the financhil year 188±-i\ £/0,000, 
being an increaRe on the pTeceding year of 
£13,472, ·or at the rate of 23 per cent. The year 
ltl83-4· showed an increase of £13,070, or at 
the rate of 30 per cent. ; and when I intimate 
that an opening of the road 24 miles further west 
will be accomplished this year, I think there need 
exist no apprehension of my estimate being 
unfulfilled. lt is anticipatP.d that, including the 
Ravenswood branch, over 48 miles of additional 
roadway will be opened for traffic on theN orthern 
line dming the present financial year. 

The Maryborough and Gympie Railway i.s 
estimated to produce during this year £4(),000, 
being an increa3e of £8,162 on last year's receipts, 
or 21 per cent.; the year 1883-4 having estab
lished an increase of 39"5 per cent. 

The Bundaberg and Mount Perry Railway I 
a·ssume to contribute .£14,000, or an increase of 
£5,390 on the preceding year's revimue, whi?h 
represented an increase of 50"3 per cent. on Its 
predecessor 

'From the whole of the railways I anticipate 
a revenue for 1884-5 of £70i\,000-an increase of 
£122,350, or at the rate of 21 per cent. on the 
financial year 1883-4, which in its turn advanced 
22·4 per cent. on the previous year. 

The Post Office expects to furnish the Treasury 
during 1884-5 with £85, 000-an increase of £4,185, 
or less than one-half the increase obtained in 
1883--4. · while the Telegraph Department is esti
mated to produce £80,000-an increase of £4,819 
on the previous year. 

Harbour Dues are expected to yield £22,0CO 
durin" the present year, anticipating a small 
increase of £1,511, which, if produced from no 
other srmrce, will likely be furnished by the 
increasing deniand for the services of the Graving 
Dock. 

Escort :Fees, set down to produce £1,500, a 
small increase on last year, will be affected by the 
progress of the mining industry, hitherto suffering 
from the effects of the drought. 

Miscellaneous Services are expected to yield 
£127,000, being a decrease of £10,422 on the 
receipts from these services during 1883-4. 

I have had to bear in mind the decrease in onr 
fixed deposits and bank llalanc0s, a.nd also the 
reduction in the rate of interest for fixed depo~its 
recently made by the banking institutions. 

I invite the attention of hon. members to the pro
bable expenditure for the year 1884-5, amounting 
to £1,971,.~24, an increase of £232,852 over the 
amount of Parliamentary appropriation for the 
preceding year; or, if the in~erest on the P:lblic 
debt be included, the estimated expenditure 
amonnts to £2,703,659, showing an increase on 
the Parliamentary appropl'iation for 1883;4, in
cluding intere,t, of £287,937. Many circum
stances have combined to create this large in
crease in expenditure at the present time ; but 
before entering upon an explanation of these in 
detail I would request hon. members totnrn to the 
Eetimates prep[lrecl for this year, from which ~hey 
will obse!'Ve that they come before them m a 
shape which I hope will enable them to appre
hend more clearly than in the past the require
ments of Government in the various depart-
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ments, the extent of the Civil Service, and the 
remuneration and emoluments attached to official 
positions. 

The Government, in preparing the Estimates, 
have been deHirousof carrying out two principle"--

First, that the salary voted by. Parliament 
shall be the full remuneration attached to the 
office, and that all feeH or perquisites paid by the 
public to such officers sh>tll be c<~nsidered to be 
public revenue. 

Second, that, so f<tr as is pmcticahle, one salary 
shall cover the whole tlutie<' performed hy the 
recipient in hir. service to the State. T am sorry 
to say that this last principle is one whieh nm? 
nnt be carried out inunediatelv without almost 
revolutionising the Civil ~ervice and inflicting 
very serious loss autl injury on old a,nd lnedto
rious officers. It can only he introduced grachmlly 
as new appointlnentx are nu1fle or old officei; 
become vacant, but it is a reform which it is 
highly de,;irable should be intrnrluced as oppor
tunities are afforded. 

With regard to the lirHt-mentinned reform, 
• hon. members will find that the Estimate,; hat·e 

been framed to give effect thereto as fa.r as may 
be done at present without occ".sioning imlividual 
hardships ; and to a,;sist further the elucithttion 
of this matter Schedules accompany the Estimate,; 
showing the total .rmm)neration or emolument 
which has been enjoyed by each officer during 
the year ended 30th ,June, 1883-4. 

1 do not affirm that these Schedules may in 
all respects be correct. Their compilation has 
occupied much of the time available during the 
late short recess, and has entailed co11siderable 
la hour and attention. 'They are tentative in 
character, and in presenting their first appear· 
ance may possibly be chargeable with sirm of 
o1nission. 

To give effect to theil' first expressetl views, 
Government have obtained this session the 
sanction of Parliament to an Act providing for 
paymerrt by Gi vil officers into the Consolidated 
l{evenue of all fees hitherto received hy them 
as -prh·ate emolumeJ.lt' ; and it is the deHirc 
of Crovenunent to give to such officer;; a t::a1ary 
fairly approximate to the total remuneration 
which from this ~omce they ha,·e hitherto 
enjoyed. 

The first encleanmr to frame the EHtimates 
f,f J;~xpenditnre on thc:-~e principles niuBt neces.
sm·ily be attenrled with an appa.rent increaAe nf 
expenditure. The Schedules shovr expenditnre 
for the year 1884-.'5 to the amount of £201), OfJO, as 
against £180,071) for 1883-4- an increase of 
£23,984, of which sum £2ii,OOO is demanded for 
additional endowment t.o local bodies, and £l,i\OO 
for the proportion of subsidy to be paid by 
Queensland under the K ew Guinea and Pacific 
Jurisdiction Contribution Act. 

The Executive and Legislative vote for 1884-5 
amounts to £18,618, showing a small increase of 
£455 to provide for additional services during 
the year. 

The Colonial Secretary's Department requires 
£430,928 for 1884-.5, as against £411,4-±8 in 1:::83-4 
-an increase of £1(),480, or at the rate of 4·7 
per cent., of which £3,±0 is for increase to staff, 
salaries, and office incidentals. The Registrar
General's Department, for which in 1883-4 
£11,420 was voted, having been divided into 
two establishn1ents-nmnely, Hegistrar-tiener~tl, 
and Registrar of Titles-·sums jointly amounting 
to £12,8()4 will be required for 1884-5. 

The Police Department, for which £122,5S2 was 
voted in 181;3-4, requires £133,837 for the JH'esent 
yBar, an increase of £11,205, l>rising from a con
siderable additibn to the furce, the consequent 

increase of expenditure for forage, watch houses, 
rent, fencing paddocks, and addition to the 
clerical staff. The Petty Sessions vote, including 
Police ~fagistnttes, for which in 1883-4 appro
priation to the extent of £28,810 was made, re
quires £:~3,888 for the service of 1884-ii, an in
crease of £i'i,O'i8. It will be observed that in the 
EstitnatP;..:; now pre~ented the saJa.rie:-:; have been 
increa.sed to include the various sums formerly 
granted in lieu of cruarter~. 

'J'lw Government Printer requires £3:;,042 or 
188~-ii, nn advmwe of l:li,03:3 on the preceding 
year. whieh Klllll h;;LH Leeu produced by placing on 
the Estimates f:ii,U70 fur providing the Printing 
Otlice and Parliamentary Builrlings with the 
electriu light, which hon. members may expect 
to ::;ee in operation next l:le~~-don. 

The Agent-General's Office rer1nires £:~,300 for 
1884-3, as against £3,050 for last year-an in
crease of £2ii0, of which sum an amount of 
£200 is rendered necessary to provide fees for 
a Board of Advice in LondPn, whose counsel 
anrl assistance to the Agent-General in con
ducting the buRine~s of this country in Eng
land will result in benefits far outbalmrcing the 
Inodera,te honorariurn now appearing for the 
first time on these :Estimates. 

·while referring to the London Office, T may 
infon11 hon. members that reforms in two matters 
of administration in the Agent-General's Office 
have been introrluced by the Government. l<'or
merly the Agent-General withdrew from the 
Goverrnnent banker::~ in London HUtnR arnounting 
to £\000, to provide, when required, for Immi
gration J,;xpenditure, and £500 for ::Vliscellaneous 
Serdces, and placed these arnountR as withdrawn 
to an account opened with .Messrs. Glyn and 
Company, the well-known private bank·ers in 
London, but who had no connection with the 
colony, and no direct knovdedge of or correspon
dence with the Queensland Government, and 
who tlid not even render a Statement of Account 
to the Treasury. 

At the time this system Wits Cltrried out the 
Govt'rnment lxLnkers for the time being did not 
allow operative accounts to be opened with their 
London briLnche.,. I am glad to inti)nate that 
arrangenwnts hat·e now been made by which 
( iovtmnnent is enabled to keep the whole of the 
London· account directly with their own bankers 
-the Qneensland 1\ational Bank-and, conse
quently, further transactions with 2.VIessrs. Ulyn 
ancl Company for services of the Agent-General 
have heen discontinued. 

The second matter refers to marine insur
rmcc". A large amount of correspondence in 
connection with thi" subject has been laid before 
ho11. 1nen1bers this se~sion, showing, inte:· alia, 
the largely increasing expenditure for 1narine 
insui·ance, and which, in view of fresh loans 
and the consequent increase in shipments, is 
certain to be augmented. Hon. members will 
also observe that the insumnce companies in 
London were combining to take arlvantage of 
the neces8ities of Government in this directioni 
and the Treasury was informed by the loca 
agents of one of the leading insurance companies 
that, in consequence of "the combination of 
insurance con1panieH, rates for Govennnent busi
ness were being quoted which they did not care 
to reveat." 

'(; nder this treatment, and nerved by the expe
rience ofpastyea.rs, Government decided to accept 
their O\Vn 1narine l'iHks, as is uo\v very generally 
clone by large trading companies and firms, 
limiting their action in the initiation of this step 
to ordinary risks on general cargi) ships, and 
1neantin1e protecting the country nuder special 
policies :tgainst loss of full-mil carp-oes and hulls 
of vessels and dredge IJbnt built !I) ,Bnglal).d to 
the Ol:L\er ot Goverm:ucilt, 
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The ImmigrationDepartmentshows an increase 
of £.510, requiring £7,.'\DO for 1884-5 as against 
£7,080 for 1883-4. I do not think any hon. mem
ber in this Committee would desire tu see this 
vote reduced when we rememuer the vast Lenefits 
immigratiun confers on the colony, and which, 
under the Bill now before Parliament, we 
trust to see greatly extended, so that the 
iutrolluction of continuous large accessions to an 
in(lustriuus and revenue-producing pormlation 
may be permanently maintained. 

The new rlepartment und~r the head of "In
s•1Jlity" requires the sum of £1,175 for executive and 
clerical staff; the expenses of the asylums being 
only £1,025 above the appropriation for 18i:l3-4, 
while reception-houses require £425 advance on 
the same year's votes. The propo,ed appro
priation fur Colonial Stores amounts to £26,625 
for 1884-.5, being an increase of £2,036 on 1883-4, 
nearly the whole of which sum is comprised in 
increased stores required by the department. 

(iaols; P.eualEstablishments, and Ite'ormatories 
show a total of estimated appropriation required 
for 1884-5 to the extent of £21,835, or £2,546 
beyond the vote for last year ; while the Benevo
lent Asylum, Dunwich, claims £6,51-iO, or £1,550 
in '"lditiou to the appropriation for 1883-4. 

The Defence Force vote represents £28,5@ re
quired for 1R84-.'J, as ag-ainst £23,421 voted fur 
1883-4, or au increase of £.~,088, of which sum 
£4,603 repre.sentH HiX IIlOllth:-~' !Jrovision for the 
P Jrnmnent Force "ml School of Instruction. 
This estimate is ]'resented iu an entirely different 
form from the shape in which it was framed fur 
1883-4; but be:-·ond the amount required for the 
specia,l vote for Permanent Force and Instruction, 
the size of the vote now asked is not materially 
affected. Hon. n1ernbers 'iVill, I an1 sure, agree 
with me in hoping that this large amount of 
annual expenditure, which Parliament continu
ously and liberallv sanctions, if now remodelled 
as proposed, may be attended with more satisfac
tory results to the force and to the country in 
the future than have been effected so far as our 
observation extends of results in the past. 

Charitable Allowances are reduced during 
1884-5 to £47,800, a decrease of £17,800 on last 
year ; and a small reduction of £400 is observable 
in the vote for medical officers and board. 
In view of present legislation concerning the 
public health, the Central Board of Health ha" 
increased appropriation made for fees to non
official members and contingencies during 1884-5 •. 

The vote for Miscellaneous 8ervices, notwith
stamling new appropriation required in the shape 
of two lm-ge sums-nmnely, £5,000 adclitional 
vote for the new steamer "Lucincla," and £7,000 
additional requirell to complete the two defence 
gunboats-shows a decrease in the total service 
for 1884-5 compared with the votes sanctioned 
for 1883-4 of £1,070. 

The Administration of Justice requires for 1884-5 
the sum of £28,375, being an increase of £1,li50 
on the preceding year, of which amount the vote 
Law Officers of the Crown require £250, the 
Supreme Court £3fi0, the Sheriff £300, and Dis
trict Courts £090. Hon. m em hers will observe that 
there i.9 a change contemplated in the administra
tion of intestacy. 'The prt'sent Curator is also 
Chief Inspector of Distilleries. H is intended to 
combine the duties of Curator of Intestate 
Estates with those of Curator of Insanity, 
and accordingly six months' provision for these 
salaries appears on the Estimates for 1884-5. 
The Chief Inspectorship of Distilleries will, 
therefore, at the end of December, 1884, be 
separated from the Cura~orship of Intestate 
J<;.,tates. 

The Department of Public Instrncti,m, for 
which £142,53(1 wan voted in 1883-4, requires 
for 1884-5 the sum of £163,027, ehu;dng im 

increase of £20,488, or "'t the rate of 14 per cent. 
;!;210 additional is required for salaries and cml
tingencies in the clerical staff, £1,100 for inspec
tion of State schools, £12,000 for salaries and con
tingencies of State schools, while buildings require 
an addition to last year"s vote of £7,470. The 
allowance to teachers in provisional schools hag 
increased from £0,400 in 1H83-4 to £11,650 in 
1884-5. The nppropriatiou for this department 
has necessarily been extended for the financial 
year 1884-5 to cover a general increase of 
salaries to teachers, who for eight years pre
viously had received no pecuniary promotion. 
The salaries, even as proposed to be ]Jaid, are 
cousiclerably under the amounts provided for 
similar services in the titate schools of X ew 
South vV ales and Victoria, and were intro·· 
duced here to prevent the loss to the depart
ment of some of its best teachers, to whom 
inducements were held out elsewhere. I give 
some idea of the increased scale of remuneration 
when I mention that the lowest grade of teachers 
receive an increase of £12 per annum. 

Orphanages show a d(crease in the estimated 
expenditure for 1884-5 of £3,492 compared with 
last year's Estimates, caused Ly a vote of £3,000 
for the new buildingH, TownHville, appearing in 
the lJreceding year\.; Et~tirnates. Hon. nteJnbel's 
will abo obserre tlmt the Museum appears fur 
the tirst time in the J£dueation Estimate><, h,.,·ing 
been tmnsfened fru1u the Department of Public 
\Vorks, to which it has hitherto been attached. 
The appropriation re<tnired for the ::\luseurn 
during 1,-)84-5 is estin1ated at £j,:)08, a.n increa:-::e 
of £650 on the preceding year, to provide addi
tional as..,istance, specilnmm, etc., etc. 

The 'I'reasury :Estimates at the first glance will 
impress hon. members with the opinion that 
this departm.ent is the only one in the Public 
Service where expe11ditnre has been curtailed in 
the appropriation asked for 1884-5, and that it 
furnishes a commendable example of economic 
retrenchment. \Vhile claiming fur the depart
ment full credit for the economy of its estimates, 
I must admit that the large reduction in the amount 
asked to cover the services of the year 1884-5 
is only apparent, not actual. I have previously 
referred to the proposed alteration in the system 
of paying refundments-the appropriation for 
which amounted in 1883-4to£20,000-and this sum 
has been removed from the Estimates for 1884-5, 
less£2,000 to cover special Treasury refundments. 
The estimated expenditure for 18i:l4-5 amounts to 
£124,073, while the amount voted in 1883-4 re
presented £130, U58. 'The decrease apparently is 
£!.i,285; but, allowing for the withdrawal of 
services for refundmeuts, the increase in the 
Treasury Depm-tment for this year amounts to 
£1G,715. Increases in the departmental staff of 
the Treasury, Stamp Office, and Government 
Lithographer amount to £230; while £3,500 in 
excess of the vote for 1883-4 is required to pro
vide for increased commission and exchange. A 
sum of £2,500, to provide a moiety of the cost 
for six months of proceeding with the comple
tion of the Admiralty survey of our eastern 
coast, further increases the present estimate. 
The Custcms require £36,025 for the service 
of 1884-5, thereby showing a small increase, 
allowing- for the discontinuance of the refund
ment vote of £2,000 on last year's Estimates, of 
£1,721. vVhen we remember that the Customs 
collections have during the past two months 
nearly attained the rate of £1,000,000 per annum, 
I think it will be conceded that this service is 
most ably and economically conducted. 

Distillation requires £4,270 for the year 1884-5, 
being a small increase of £270 over the pre
ceding year. This has chiefly been caused 
through the intention of Government to confine 
the dutiec of Chief In: pector of Distilleries to 
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the supervision of di,til!ation and excise; as they 
are of opinion that with thestimulusintended to be 
given to this industry through the reduction of 
excise duties, the attention of this officer will be 
hereafter more constantly required for the pro
tection of "uch revenue than in the pa,t. 

Harbours and Pilot., seek an apprnpri,tion of 
£33,175 for 1884-5, as against £27,27:"i for 1883-4, 
or a,n increase of £5,HOO; while Lighthouses and 
Lightships require £lG,:"i86 for 1884-5, or an in
crease of £1,429 on the preceding year. 

The causes of these increases may be briefly 
enumerated, namely :-Additional provision for 
buoys and beacons, £1,000; additional cost of 
Double Island Point Lighthouse, £1,GOO, a!ld 
maintenance of service, £379 ; additionnl cost of 
lighthouse, Pine Islets, £500, and maintenance 
of service for the year, £336; lights, North Head, 
Mary River, £1,200; pilot vessel for Cairns, £250, 
and additiona,l expenses of lighthouse and light
ships for the year. The estimnted expenditure 
during 1884-5 for Harbours and Rivers, amount
ing to £.5,355, shows. an advance of £275 ; 
for increases to the professional staff. This 
important and growing departntent must, how
ever, be viewed in connection with salnries 
paid from Loan Estimates (folio 88), from 
which it will be observed that the totnl 
expenses of the department amount to £10,359, 
or an increase of £1,393 on the preceding 
year 1883-4. The ertuipment of the new 
dre<lge " Platypus," the supervision of the new 
dredge building in :VImyboruugh, and necessary 
inspection of iron work where dredge plant is being 
constructed, as well as additional professional 
assit;tance, aceount for the increases required on 
these Estimates for 1884-5. 

The Department of Pul.Jiic Lnnds requires 
£104,731 for the public service of the year 1884-5, 
which represents nn increase on the preceding 
year of £5,230, or nt the rate of 5~ per cent. 

Sales of land, embracing salaries to land agents 
and cummh"•ioners, represent £885 of this in
crease, while bailiffs nnd Crown rangers require 
an addition of £325. 

A reduction in the estimate for 1H84-5 of the 
expenditure on reserves, of £3,150, is notice
able. The Botanic Gardens require £682 be
yond the vote for 1883-4, but it will be observed 
thnt special expenditure under the head of 
extra labour, to the extent of £1,000, is being 
proceeded with this year, to bring the Gardens 
into a condition worthy of the colony. 
The survey of land is estimated to require 
£.50, 708 in 1884-5, being an excess over last year's 
expenditure of £7,908; of this sum £7,000 is pro
vided to be available if required to meet office 
expenditure in connection with licensed sur
veyors. 

Pastoral Occupation estimates show" decrease 
in the cost of the clerical staff and contingencies 
during 1884-5, to the extent of £440; and the mis
cellaneou3 expenses of the department show n 
further anticip,.ted decrease on the expenditure 
of 1884-5, representing an amount of £1,072. 

The Department of Public Works and Mines 
requires an approprintion for the service of the 
year 1884-5 of £142,870, as agninst £109,865 for 
the preceding year, or an incrense of £33,005. 

This large increase is demanded in view of the 
extensive and urgent public services for which 
provision is made in these Estimates by my hon. 
colleague the ::Yiinister for Works. 

The Public Work• staff requires provision to 
the extent of £11,432 for the present year, being 
"n increase of £2,600 on the preceding period. 
This amount is justified by the :tbsolutely neceo

. sa,ry increase to the profeBoional and clerical Btaff 

of the department; a new office-that of Engi
neer of Bridg-es-having been established to ~arry 
out construction of the much-needed bndges 
authorised in the special nppropriation of last 
session, and other similar structures which may 
from time to time he sanctioned by Parlia
ment. 

The vote for Buildings comprises a list of 
workt3 amounting to £81,130, exceedil1g the 
appropriation under ~d1nilar Hervice la~t year, 
1883-4, tn the extent of £13,040. 

Hon. n1mnhers, in looking over these service-.;, 
will observe that out of this sum of £81,150 for 
Buildings several services are included which 
heretofore have been provided for out of loan. 
The same observation extends to the JYiiscel
laneous Services of the Colonial Secretary's 
Department, wherein, as I hnve before observed, 
a sum of £12,000 is needed for additionnl ex
penditnre on steamers anr! gunboats-services 
ordinarily jJrovided from the Loan .Fund. 
Government desire to make the Consolidated 
Revenue furnish, as far a., is practicable, the cost 
of works of a temporary character which do not, 
in themselves, become contributors to the Gene1:al 
Revenue, and this principle accounts for the 
Public \VorkR aHHUtning such enlarged pr11por
tions on the Estimates fpr 1884-ii. 

H.ottds and Bridg-e;:; ~how, in addition to the 
lmHtl annual vote of £10,000 for "Excepted 
roads under the Divi:;ioual Boards Ad Amencl
ment <\_et," a further special provision of £15,000 
for expenditure on Lridge:; and 1nain roadt~ during 
the year 1884-5. 

Goldfields show an e:;timnted expenditure of 
£2ii,288 for the year 1884-5, as against £20,423 
for 1883-4, or an increase of £4,8(}5. 

\Vith a view to stimulate nnd encourage the 
search for additional auriferous nreas throughout 
the colO!lY, and fully recognising the importnnce 
of our gold-mining industry, which I am glad to 
say is reported to be now highly prosperous, 
Govemment have extended the annual vote 
for prospecting, which has hitherto arJpeared as 
£2,000, to £5,000 for 1S84-5 ; also with a view to 
enable miners to extend their knowledge of the 
conditions under which n1ining t11ay be nwre sue .. 
cessfully conducted, the sum of £2,000 has been 
placed on the Estimates for 1884-.j, to furnish 
grants in aid to schools of mines ; nnd I hope 
th,tt the increased provision now made for both 
these services will be fully and immedintely 
avai!ed of by our mining populatiw1. 

The important department of Railways next 
claims our attention. This service requires 
an appropriation of £44:9,025 for 1884-i'i, as 
compared with the appropriation for 1883-4, 
arnounting to £350,104 ; sho\ving an increase 
of £98,921 on the preceding- year's expenditure at 
the rate of 28 per cent. The general establish
ment of the Hailway Department requires 
£11,2GO for management, clerical expenses, and 
contingencies, bein" an increase of £2,230 on the 
preceding year. This increase is necessitated 
through the salary of the Acting Commissioner 
for Railways not having appeared on last year's 
Estimates ; and also to provide for additi<!mal 
clerical salaries and contingencies. 

The Chief Engineer's Department, Southern 
Division, shows a decrease of £775-the salary' 
(£800) of a Deputy Chief Engineer being now 
discontinued. 

The Southern and \V estern Railways and 
branches require provision during 1884-5 to the 
extent of £222,490, as against £181,122 voted in 
1883-4; an increase of £41,368, or at the rate of 
22 per cent. 

The Wide Bny and Burnett District Railway'' 
require appropriation io the extent of £S6,717 on 
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the Esthnates for 1BR4-5, :-;hnwing an increase 
compared with the Yotes of 1883-4 for £~9,158, of 
£7 ,55!J, or at the rate of 25 per cent. 

The Hundaberg and Mount Perry Railway 
asks for 1884-fi an appropriation of £13, !)40, 
which, compared with last year's appropriation, 
n,mnunting to £10,230, :5how:-:; an inerea,f-Je of 
£3,710, or at the rate of 3G per cent. 

The Central lhilw:ty demmulo £117,377 for 
1R8,1-G, which exhibit~ an increat-;e of p:-;tilnated 
expenditure over the appropriation for 18H8-~, 
amounting to £1:'!;,081, of x:n,2Ufi, or at the rate 
of 3fl per cent. 

The :1\orthern Railway require;; approprbtion 
J.y Parliament, fur the services of 1884-5, to the 
e.mount uf £45,31 G. In 1HK3-4, £31,783 for this 
Hervice wat:i voted ; the estilnated increase of 
expenditure for the present financial year is, 
therefore, £13,533, or at the rate of 42 per cent. 

The summary of annual expenditnre on our 
railways, as exhibited in our Revenue Estimates, 
iH not, however, complete. I have given hon. 
members the particulars of our expenditure 
required to be provided in the Revenue 
E'timatlls for 1884-5, which, in itself, re
presents the very conRiderable sum of £449,025 ; 
but, in addition to this amount, expenditure 
out of Loan Funds for the professional and 
clerical salaries of officers employed on lines 
in course of construction has to be considered 
as shown in the salaries paid from Lortn Funds, 
on page 89 ,,f the ·Estimates. In addition to our 
disbursements from re,·enue fur the vear 18K4-5, 
we find that rtppropriation will be t:equired out 
of Lortn, for lines under construetion in the--

Southern DiYisiun. ... £7,590 
Loga,u Branch 1,150 
Brbbane River Valley Branch 1,21i0 
Highfielcls tn Grow's X est 525 
·warwick tn Killarney ... 1,210 
Extension l1eyond Ron1a . 1,?120 
Stanthurpe to the Border .. . fi2ii 
Kilkivan and Bnrrum to Bunda-

1Jerg 
Bunda.berg Hailway 
Extension Survevs .. 
Central and Northern 
Central and Clermont 
Springsnre Railway 
Mackay Railway 
Xorthern Haih,;ay . 
Havenswoocl Raiiway 
Cooktown Railway 
Central an•l Northcru J~ailway 

Staff 

Representing n, total of salaries out of 

2,450 
2iiG 

9,475 
7,212 
2,g~5 

D18 
1,355 
2,010 
1,100 
1,682 

7,1\JO 

Loan Account for the year 1884-3 £40,483 
The Postmaster-General's Department rertuires 

£297,672 for the poot and telegraph services of 
the year 1884-5, as against the appropriation of 
£2G4,213 for l883-4~an increase of £33,450, or 
at the rate of 12 per cent. The new arrange
ment for the conveyance of European ma.ils by 
first opportunity, whether by the P. and 0., 
Orient, or San ~"rancisco lines, and at nnifonn 
rn,l!es--an immense boon to the mercantile and 
general community~has increased the Post Office 
estimate tn the extent of £6,i'i00, while additional 
post and telegraph services have necessitated 
the increa"0 of appropriation for the present year. 

The Auclitor-Geneml's Department :tsks for 
£5,G45 for the year lc84-li, being an increade nf 
£485 on 1883-4, an additional travelling inspector 
having been appointed, and other departmental 
readjustments having been made to enable a 
more extensive :mclit of some of the Government 
Departments to be carried into effect. 

ln concluding my remarks on the depart
)IlE!IJta) exlM>diture of the G<>rermnent, l may 

again refer to the salaries paid from Loan. 'l'he 
expenses of the London Office sho:v an increase 
of £475 over last year's expend1tnre. Hon. 
members will note that six months' lJrovi:;ion is 
made for two emi"ration agents for the Conti
nent and also nin~ n1onth:/ ]H'ovi~.don for a lec
ture; in the United Kingdom. These appropria
tions are necessary to give full_ effect to the 
Immigration Dill now before Parlmment. 

The Loan f13xnenditure for \Vaterworks and 
\Vater Supply, estimated to muo~mt during 11'~:1-5 
to £1!i,l07, "" against £\023 lll the_ prececlmg 
yea.r, imlb1tes that the depa.rtment 1H n"olYecl, 
during thb year, tu enter npu:1 a lllUC? la.rger 
scaJe of wurkH for the conserva.tHJll and d1~covery 
of water, particularly in the northern and 
western district,; of the colony, so that the 
severity of seasons, such as the settlers in these 
districts ha Ye lately had to undergo, ma.y never 
again be experienced. 

The estiumted expenditure out of Consoli
dated Hevenue for the financial ye'n 1884-5 
is assumed to amount to £2,703,059, while 
the revenue· for the same period is estimated 
at £2,748,fi00, showing a snrjJlus of £44,8H 
~a surplus, though not in it se f excessive, yet 
if taken in conjunction with the net surplus 
shown at the balance of Consolidated Revenue 
on the 30th June, 18tl4, of £134,373 13s. 9cl.i 
and also bearing- in rnind that our financia 
position has irnpro;·ed, as per Ta?le H, to t!'e 
extent of £80,H:iu on the prececlmg year, IS, 
I consider, sufficient at the present time tn 
cover anv imrnecliate unfore8een expenditure 
which may of necessity present itself. And the 
desire of (}overnnh:nt is to discourage, lLR far as 
practicable, all further expenditure beyond the 
'Lppropriation fm the services of the year 1884-n, 
as now placed before Parlimnent. 

And now, .JI;lr, Fraser, havin~r concluded my 
retrospect of the Public Accounts for the year 
1883-4, having further carefully suhrni~ted '!'Y 
estimate of Ways and ;i{,,·:tns for the financw;I 
year 1884-5, together with th~ probabl: exp?n~I
ture re'luirecl during tha.t penod ; havtng, sir, m 
brief, brought my hearers clown to the present 
hour, it may be expected that I should address 
myself to new and necessary loan proposttls. 
Government are thoroughly impressed with t.he 
extre1ne importance of this matter, and recogmse 
fully the great and permanent benefits which 
must not onlv accrue to the colony immediately, 
frmn a. large~ extension of loan olJligations, 1_)ro~ 
vided the funds w obtained are employed chiefly 
in the construction of reproducthe works, but 
are also a\va.re of the great inheritance we are 
building· up, throtwh the justifiable extensi'?n of 
our credit, for the 'benefit of future generatiOns. 
\Ye have no hesitation in leavin" such an inherit
ance, even though accornpanied with !arge loa:1 
indebtedness, provhlecl we rtttach to It a terri
torial estate which, imprm·ed by such indebted
ness, shall he perpetua.Uy providing and augment
ing revenue to liquidate not only the annual 
interest, but, when necessary, to lead to the 
extinction of principal. 

I have in previous statements dwelt upon the 
reciprocal benefits enjoyed by the mother-country 
and this colony in the enlargement of bonds of 
financial obligation. I may again state that, 
while our loans now amount to £1G,570,850, 
£8,54(),G74 has lwen expended in railway con
struction, up to :lOth .Tnne, 18~4, on lines ope1_1 to 
traffic and that the net earnmgs on such lines 
for th~ last financial vear amounted to £263,526, 
producing the full aniount of !nterest accr':ing to 
the Eno;lish creditor on an mvestecl capital of 
£fl,58S, 150. 

This of itself should impart >tdrlitional con
fidence in our ]'Ositiun by the_inY~•;tor ; but I 
would further add, that actuady m borrc>Wllljj 
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we arc but buying the manufactures of Great 
Brita.in in an extended forrn of credit, bearing 
interest n,t the rate of '1 per cent. per mmnm. 
~ince 187~!, we have borrowed £8,223,000, 
of which snrn on! v £100,000 has been dnnn1 
directly in cash to fhe colony. ~eo f-lrLVe exchange 
our serui annual intere."it, which, as hon. rnernber:-; 
know, is ahvays prov-irled out nf Revenue, is 
charged to the proceech of loans s<Jl<l iu London. 
The amonnt of this interest since 1S7D lues 
represented £2,801,323. The resitlue of the 
above~mentioned loan~, reprt.~enting £:,),32:j,{jj'/, 
therefore has been, or will be, expem!ed in 
British rnauufaetures and indn:-;tries, prnuwt.iug 
the bnsine-.;s enterpri-,e of Great Brjcd.:in, thereby 
exhibiting a phase of .L\._u,:;trnlian hmu trnn.sac
tions which, I think, rloes not appear to he suffi
ciently recognised Ly c:;-rcat Britain in connection 
with the innuenb·~-~ adva.ntages -;he enjoJ'"' throngh 
her colonial pof'.·..;essi~ms. 

Governrnent are nu\v frrt~ning the Lmtn E::;ti
nuttes-such as they con:-3ider the rcttnirenwutr; 
of the country demand~mlfl thAse will be biLl 
before Parlimnent as early as practicable; lmt 
they desire to see their land policy affirmed, 
so that pro.-ision may be made fm the Jm:·ment 
of interest ''~-·ithont OlJlJressing· t.axpayel':-:; of the 
colony. Should their proposed land legi.,lation 
be accepted, thPy will haYe no hesitation in 
adYocating a nnwh htrger loan thnn any thrtt hati 
heretofore been sanctioned by P<1rlian1ent, :_tnd, 
if they deem the services of the colony demand 
it, will not hesitate to approach the sum of 
£10,000,000 sterling. They conceiYc that the cir
cumstances of the country ju,tify this action, and 
tlmt the present time is opportune, not only for the 
greater deYelopmcnt of the country and the en
couragenlent c1f inunignttion, but abo h; highly 
favourable for the neces,ru'y tinancialnegotiation. 

I may be challenged to point out how the 
interest on SL1Ch a snm is to be paid. In reply, 
I mav state that such a loan, if authorised. wonld 
not ail be sold simultaneously ; its di,;posrcl would 
be a matter of time; but of the ability of the 
country to meet the interest especially under the 
new Land Bill there cannot be the slightest 
doubt, even assuming the proposed loan to 
increase our indebtedness to £26,510,000. If 
the area of our lands held under pastoral 
lease, at present exceeding 311,0\JO,OOO acres, 
were only to contribute 1d. per acre per 
annu1n~not, J\'[r. Fraser, a snn1 of lcl. per 
acre in addition to present rentals~but to 
average an annual rental of 1cl. per acre, not 
only would the whole annual interest to the 
public creditor be pre>vided 011 a lom1 indcbte,]
nc.ss of £26,570,000 at 4 per cent. ver annum~ 
an annual charge of £1,0G2,800~but a surplus 
of £233,033 would annually accrue to revenue; 
a sum but little under the whole amount of 
pastoral rents received by the Treasury during 
the past financial year. 

But, sir, I <lo nut look solely to pastoral 
occupation to defray this intere,t. I haYe 
illustrated my argument by taking the JXLstoral 
areas and rents, being both known quantities; 
but I look to the increased and closer occupation 
of our territor.v by the agriculturist and the 
Hn1all grazier-I look to the general progress 
and prosperity of all the inhabitants of the 
colmw~ I look to the continuous introduction of 
a vro~perous and industrious popnlation, which 
in its turn must ,,timulate the pmduction and 
exten.,ion of our growing manufactures and in
dustries~to bem· the increased responsibility of 
interest, which will be far outbalanced by the 
immediate and permm1ent benefits to the country 
at large in which all classes of the community 
must largely participate. 

I desire to refer hon. llhlmlJers t•J the other 
tables sul•Pliecl by the Trea&ury, \Yhich arc in-

1884--2 Q 

structi \'8 as indicating the continued progress of 
tbr colony and the gr-owing exteJ~Kion n! the in
dustrial pursnits of our )Jopulatwn. 'ltLble 1\I 
i::iho\v::; the progn~s~i ve receipts fro1n Cuf3tonrs 
aml Excise, which show that since 18()0 a 
sum of £\1 8UU,424, to the 30th .June, 188-!, 
hw-; bH.m f;u·ni:-;hed bv these joint contrilnl
tories, and from Tal;'!c L we obser\'e tlmt 
the land re\·enne received during the smne 
period, exclusive of pastoral rents and tLsscss
ments, provided £.),52(),24~. 

The financial hbtnry of nnr Irrnuigration 
e:>-..penditnre is uiyen in Table X, frnnl which \Ve 
k~arn thnt our t-)tal ex peuclitnre since Separation 
under this head has amounted to £2,4() l,620, of 
which the Conmlidaterl l{evenue has fnr
uisbed J!24D,G>D ; Locm I<'und, £1,80(),018; and 
~pecial Receipts, £432,!)43. The expenditure <:n 
account of this service, which connnenced 1n 
181i0 with the moderate amount of £G,840, 
exp,mded bet year into £4:38,547, towards 
which Nu1n lloveuue contributed £84,0!)8 ; Loan, 
£2U-1,Sti!.J; tLnd Spe{·.iallleceiptfi, £(j0,150. The 
excess of rLrrivab over delJtutures by sea,, 
during the twelve months e!Hled :nst December, 
1883, is repl·eseHted to he 34.:3?1 pers_ons, of 
whom 2G 008 were from the Umted Kmgdom. 
The arri;·a], from the Unitetl Kingdom for 
the financiC<l year ending 30th .• June, 1884, is 
ro1Jresented by the In1n1ignttion Departn1ent to 
ha,·c amounte<l to 21,U::J:) person;, so that the 
avemue CG·t of their introduction to the colony 
stand~ at .£1 D 1 Us. lid. per head. Let not the infor
Inatiou of TnlJle 1(, in connection with popula~ 
tion, be forgotten, for even at this cost per head 
of introtlncing lJf~ople to the col\)ny~when YvTe 
obser 1 e tha.t each unit l!Pus a\'eraged a contribu
tion of .£8 18.,. Gel. to revenue during 1883-4~we 
may well be sntistied with the remunerativeness 
of our investment and earnestly endeavour to 
extend the field of its operations. 

Table P exhibits the rapid progress of Public 
\Vorks Expei1diture, which will be found to 
r~JJH'f~,-·pnt :1. (;overurnent expenditure in pul1lic 
\\·orks l'er head of population as assumed by the 
J:~egibtrar-General's Htatj,Jtic,,, ~ht>\Ving in 1880-1, 
£-± 1s.; in 1881-2, £:)(),;. 7d. ; in 1882-3,£4 Os. 3d.; 
and bc<t year, 1883-4, £4 1\Js. lld. 

Table Q reprc·,ents the receipts and working 
expem·es of our railways, to which I have before 
alluded, and Table ~gives a full and interesting 
return in a new form of the capital sums invested 
in the comtrnction of onr rail ways to 30th June, 
1884, the interest there on, and the net earnings ; 
showing that on the total cost at that date, both 
on lines open for traffic and on those in course of 
constnv~tion, the net e~rnings gave a return at 
the rate of £2 1U.s. per cent. 

Table E refers to exports and imports. In 
1882 the value of our exports amounted to 
£3,2i\D,217, at the mte of £13 2s. 7d. per head of 
population ; ''· hile in 18S3 our exports amounted 
to £4,Cf)3,880, or an average of £1() 3s. 9d. per 
head of population, which had increased by 
3(),000 persons oYer the preceding year. 

Imports during 1882 amounted to £5,16~,G28, 
of which sum £1G0,788 was on Go\'ernment 
Acconnt, or at the mte of £20 1Gs. c±d. per head 
of population; while in 1S83 they reached 
f:i,777,1)G7, reducing- the rate per head of 
population to £20 2.s., towards which l'<tte 
the intports on. account of Governrnent Her~ 
vices alone contributed £1 Gs. Sd. per head. 
\Vool and snge,r showed the largest increases in 
our Export Returns for 1883. 'l'hc value of wool 
expm·to<l in 1803 represented £2,277,H78, or an 
increa.·_(e in v~Llnc of ,t!J4B 1 H.:>!J ~~n the preceding 
yea.r, while colonial sugar waR exported to the 
value of £[,:-38, TS.\ being an increase in va1ue over 
the 'Jllantity exported in 1882 to the extent of 
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£386,597; the whole quantity exported during 
the year 1882 being- valued at £152,188. 

Table J exhibits the growing extent ancl im
portance of our shipping trade, while Table T 
exhibits the financial position of the banks doing 
business within the colony. 

It will be observed that the year 1883 shows 
the deposit per head of population to amount 
to £21 Ss. 9d., a reduction on the preceding 
year 1882 of £1 Ss. 10d. per head; a diver
gence which, when explained by the light 
of Treasury Table C, does not imply that the 
financial accumulations of our population were 
sensibly decreasing. 

On the 31st December, 1883, the Government 
balances in Brisbane "mounted to £1,240,785; 
and on the 30th June, 1884, these balances in 
Brisbane had decreased to £976,168, or nearly £1 
per head of the population of 1883. 

Loans and discounts amounted in December 
to £29 1s. 2d. per head of population, being a 
reduction of 6s. per head on the average of the 
preceding year. 

Tables V and W exhibit the state of the pas
toral industry in returns of stock. The number 
of cattle in the pastoral districts in 1883, as 
returned by the Chief Inspector of Stock, 
exhibits a total of 4,246,141, as against4,324,907 
for 1882-a decrease of 78,766; while sheep in 
the pastoral districts of the colony are returned 
for 1883 as amounting to 11,183,400, as against 
a total of 10,663,600 for 1882-an increase of 
ii19,800. The severe seasons under which pas
toral settlement hn,s suffered of late will have pre
pared hon. members for results showing absence 
of increase. It is, however, gratifying to know, 
from information supplied by the Chief ln
spect::Jr of Stock, that at the present time the 
whole of the eastern coast watershed-carrying 
1,800,000 cattle-has completely recovered from 
the drought of last year, and although, in places, 
water is not plentiful, feed is in abundance. 

Mr. NORTON: Nonsense ! 
The COLONIAL TREASURER: 
That part of the colony extending for some 

distance eastwards, all along the west.ern bonn
dary of the colony, has not suffered severely 
from drought. The portions that are suffering 
most severely are Darling Down.,, the south of 
Maranoa, and pcortions of vV arrego, Mitchell, 
Leichhardt, Burke, and North Gregory. Those 
portions are, however, patchy; thus, whilst 
around Winton-where, I am glad to say, rain 
fell last week-in the North Gregory dh;trict, 
the drought has been severe, the country only 
80 miles distant north·westerly is reported as 
looking like a wheat. field. The same patchiness 
is observed in the other districts named. Of 
course the absence of inc1wtse will be severely felt 
by many, but if we are favoured with the usual 
seasonable showers and thunderstorms during 
the next three months, there is no reason to 
apprehend any further great losses. 

The heaviest losse• amongst stock have 
occurred more from want of water than want 
of feed ; and the unqualified success that is 
attending the sinking of wells throughout the 
western and north-western portions of the colony 
will very greatly reduce the casualties from 
drought for the future. 

Amongst our other national industries it is 
also most encouraging to know that, as anti
cipated in my last Statement, the mining in· 
dustry throughout the colony is assuming in
creased proportions, being in a more flourishing 
condition than during last year. The Mining 
Department reports that large yields are still 
forthcoming from many of the mines in the 
urincioal goldfields. The vields at Gvnmie and 

Chn,rters Towers continue to maintain a high 
rate, and promise to be very large before the 
close of the present financial year. Indeed, it is 
expected that Gympie will exceed the yield 
of any previous year. 

The recent rich discoveries at lYic.unt lVIorgan 
have attracted the attention of many persons 
from the southen. colonies who are interested in 
n1ining pursuits, and the opinion generally ex~ 
pressed is that the discovery is one of the most 
important that has ever taken place in ~tueens
land. 

Unfortunately, the mines at Herberton are 
not bein~ vigorouc;ly worked, owing chiefly to 
the high rate of carriage, and in some 
parts to the want of proper smelting works for 
tt·eating ores, which at present have to be 
shipped to Swansea at great expense ; but the 
railway to the coast will give cnnsiclerable 
impetus to mining in this district. Favourable 
accounts have &!so been received recently from 
the tin-mines at Cannibal Creek, i\1aytown. 
A large quantity of silver ore is being obtained 
at Ravenswood, which will be increased as soon 
as the necessary machinery has been completed 
to enable the mines to be worked on a large scale. 

On the whole, it can with safety be averred that 
1nining in the colony was never in a n1ore pros~ 
pcrous condition than at present ; and there is 
every indication of a great future for this 
industry when the excessive rates of carriage, 
crushing, etc., are reduced by the extension of 
railways. 

I think, sir, it will be admitted that I have 
clearly shown the great progress and accmnu· · 
lation made by this country during the past 
year. I think I may also safely assert that the 
great industries of the colony were never on a 
sounder footing or had n1ore encouraging pros
pects before them; and having thorough con
fidence in the irrepressible vitality of this colony, 
knowing also that an opportune time has arrived 
for a larger immediate development of its great 
natural resources through increased financial 
power than has heretofore been attempted, and 
having thorough reliance in and knowledge of the 
progressive characteristics of the people who in 
this fair land, named after Her ·Majesty, have made 
their homes and reared their families to become 
the future citizens of this State, and who, in set
tling here, demand from the Government of the 
day' that they shall not be left in the rear of 
fellow-countrymen who have provided their 
homes elsewhere in other portions of the British 
:Empire, I recommend this Statement of the 
financial position of the colony at the present 
time to the Parliament of the colony, and beg to 
1nove~ 

'£hat there be granted to Her Jlajcsty, for the service 
of the year 1884·5, tbe sum of £300, to defray the salary 
of Aide-de-Camp to His }~xcellenC'y the Governor. 

The Ho:>. Sm T. J\IciLWHAITH said: Mr. 
Fraser,-I think that the hon. Colonial Treasurer 
will take it in good part if I congratulate him 
upon having delivered the longe't l<'inancial 
Statement ever delivered in any House of Par
liament in the Australian colonies. I think I 
can go further and say, n,ny other Parliament 
in the world. And not only that, sir, but I 
think, when we examine that Statement more 
at leisure, we shall find bigger sentences in it 
than have ever appeared in any other l<'inancial 
Statement. Indeed, I can go even a little fur
ther and say that, on analysing the•e sen
tences, we will find bigger words-that is, 
words containing more letters-than have ever 
been seen in any other Financial Statement laid 
before Parliament. It is customary to adjourn 
the debate on a Financial Statement until we ha Ye 
had time to digest the Statement itself ; and 
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there are additional reasons why we should 
adjourn now. On acconnt of the soporific ten
dency of the speech itself and the state of the 
weather, I do not think hem. m em hers are much 
inclined to discuss it to-night. But for that, 
sir, I should be quite prepared to meet the hon. 
gentlenHtn on the broad principles of his State
ment now. I therefore think we should have 
time to digest it; and while intimating that it is 
my desire-and I know it is the desire of the 
Opposition - to give every facility for the 
despatch of public business, and that we 
shall be quite )Jrepared to take the discussion 
on the J<'inancial Statement as early as 
ever the Government wish, I should like to 
hear a statement from the hon. Premier of 
his idea of the bnsiness on the paper that he 
hopes to get through this session. The Land 
Bill, I suppose, is considered by the Government 
the most important business before the House; 
and I assume that the l<'inancial Statement will 
require to be discussed in order to clear the way 
for that. I should, however, like to hear an 
intimation from the hon. gentleman of the 
probable progress of business during the 
next month or so- not simply from day 
to day, but how he expects we will 
progress with the various Bills before the 
House? He might indicate at the same time 
the Bills or other business that he considers 
likely to pa~s. so as to give hon. members some 
information as to the probable length of the 
session. ~What I say is entirely with the de,ire 
~o fur~her the business of the country. It is my 
mtentwn to give the Government, as I have 
done heretofore, every facility for discussing 
their various measures; and it is on that account 
that I now ask them to fix their own time for 
discussing the J!'inancial Statement. The sooner 
the better, of course. It has taken the hon. the 
Treasurer two hours and a-half to rattle over it, 
and I think it will take anyone a great deal 
longer than that, in the ordinary course, to 
read it carefully. If the hon. gentleman had not 
embodied in it a great deal that has really 
nothing to do with a Financial Statement, but 
matter of comment that any man of common 
sense could see by reading the E,timates, it 
would hav0 facilitated my work very consider
alJly. I remember reading that the late Sydney 
Smith was once put to work to write a review 
of a three-volume novel in three days. He 
tackled the matter, and at the end of the 
three days he awoke just in time to 
scratch a reYiew stating the circumstances 
-that he had been pnt into such a drowsy 
state by the time he got to the third 
volume that he slept right up to the hour 
for the matter going to press. He was only 
able to intimate that to the public. I hope that 
this Statement will not ha,·e the same effect 
upon my hon. colleague, who, l suppose, will 
answer the hon. the Treasurer. \V e cannclt 
well take the debate on the Statement before 
Saturday, but we shall be quite prepared to pro
ceed with it on Tuesday. If the Government 
wish to fix any other day we will be quite pre
pared to meet their views. 

The COLOJ'\IAL TREASUHER : There 
will be no objection whatever to adjourn the 
debate on the Financial Statement. It is not 
customary that the debate shonld be proceeded 
with on the same evening that the Statement is 
made. It would appear sometimes from the 
statements of hon. gentlen,en opposite that their 
thirst for information could nev-er be slaked : 
but at other times they seem to get too much of 
it. I have endeavoured to give them as 
much as I coulcl ; and I shall be qn te pre
pared to hear a,, much criticiom as they can 
direct against the Statement, and ha,·e no 
doubt that I shall be able to anower it perfectly 

satisfactorily. We will be quite prepared to 
resume the debate on the .Financial Statement on 
Tuesclay next. 'fhe hon. the Premier has just 
suggested that \V ednesday will be more con
venient. At any mte we will not proceed with 
it to-night, and I therefore move tlmt the Chair
man leave the chair, report progress, and ask 
leave to sit again. The reoumption of the 
debate will be made an Order of the Day for 
vV ednesday next. 

(,luestion pnt. 
The HoN. Sm T. MciL WRAITH : Dces the 

Premier not intend to give any intimation as to 
the course of business? 

The PREMIER: I think I shall he better 
able to give information of that kind in a 
day or two -probably to-morrow. I will give 
the earliest information possible on the sub
ject. It is not convenient to do so this evening, 
bnt I shall endeavour to do so to-morrow before 
the House rises. 

The HoN. Sm T. McfL WRAITH said he hoped 
that in the information the hon. gentleman would 
give them he would not forget to intimate as soon 
as possible when the Loan Estimates would come 
on. It was a very important matter, and he 
should like to know whether he was going in for 
a £10,000,000 loan. It was rather an important 
consideration. If it had the same result that the 
last telegram forwarded to London had, it would 
fail materially in its effect. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said he did 
not understand what the hon. member for Mul
grave referrP-d to in his remark about the last 
telegram that arrived in London. He was not 
aware that any telegram sent by the Government 
had been unsuccessful. Certainly the resnlt of 
the last loan did not show that. If he referred to 
that, he(Mr. Dickson) had shown in his Statement 
that there was no want of success attending it. 
He should like to know what the hon. gentleman 
meant? 

The HoN. Sm T. MolL \VRAITH said he would 
tell the hon. gentleman. \Vhen the last Financial 
Statement was delivered a telegram w~.sforwarded 
throngh l{euter's Con1pany, but its insertion was 
forbidden by almost all the London papers, and it 
only came out as an intimation from the London 
Office. He thought it '''as only a friendly warn
ing that he gnve the Treasnrer to be careful 
when he telegraphed to London in future, 
because, although those advertising statements 
might look well here, they might have the oppo
site effect on the people in London. 

Question put and passed, 
The COLOJ'\IAL TREASURER moved that 

the Committee have leave to sit again to-monow. 
Question put and passed. 
The COLO~IAL TREASURER laid on 

the table the tables relating to the Treasurer's 
Financial Statement for the year 1884-5, and 
moved that they be printed. 

Question put and passed. 

IMMIGRATION ACT 01<' 1882 AMEJ'\D
ME~T BILL-RESUMPTION 01<' COM
MITTEE. 

Question-That the following new clause be 
clause 5 of the Bill-put :-

The Agent-General shall issue to eaeh penton 
approved by him, who has not previously resided in any 
of the Australasian colonies, and who emigrates from 
l~urope direct to Queen~land, paying the full cost of 
passage of himself or any other person being a member 
of bi8 family and approved by the Agent-General, a 
lanrl-ordcr warrant in tlw form of Schedule G hereto. 

A counterpart of e·vcry warrant so i8r:med. indorRE'd 
by the per.-;on to whom it is ls~tWfl, :-;hall be forwarcted 
lJy the Agenl-l'cncral to the ~liuisler. 
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For the purposes of this section, the term " member 
or his family" r;hall inelwJe a wifl\ ehild, grandchild, 
fatlwr, Jnotller, brother. hrothcr's wife, sister, si~ter's 
lm~b'tnd, wife's si:.;ter, a nil wife's hrothm·. 

'The P fU<)~liE R said that he intimatecl last 
night that he desired to hear the views of the hon. 
g-entleman who rnoved the cl:.t.URE', before expre.~B~ 
ing- the opinion of the Governrnent on the rna.tter. 
It was only courteom; and proper to do so. The 
hon. gentlmnan n1ove<l the adoption of the 
scheme of land-orders in what he considered a 
very able Rpeech indeed, and gave very Rtrong
argument:::; showing the advautn.ge that Hystmn 
had bern to the colony in its earlier rlays. and 
very strong argurnentr; why the S)'Rtern Bhonld be 
adopted at the present time. He (the Premier) 
understood, however, that the !ith of these new 
clauses wn,s quite distinct from the others, 
:end he did not approve of it at re!!. He 
thought the nwney contributed towards pa.ying 
the pa1:.;age rnoney wm; qnite ~ufficient, without 
giving- any other indncmuent to nten to reu1ain 
in their service afterwanh. He need not Hay 
any more about that. 'The hon. gentlenmn's 
Hpeech la8t night in no wa.y referred to it, nor 
did he UIHlerstand that it was part of the scheme 
that gentleman a:! vocated with respect to the 
Hy::;teru of land-orden;; that \Vas to say, gidng 
persons \vho paid their pa.s~nges a privilege with 
respect to the remission of rent. The position of 
the Government was this : If the Government ha cl 
proposed to n1ake it a Governinent n1easure, the~r 
would have taken the responsibility of it them
selves ; but they hac! discmsed the matter, and 
had arrived at the conclusion that they would 
not make it a part of their policy, before it was 
introdncecl. For himself he had no hesitation 
in saying that he had not clumgwl his opinion 
from the time he occupied a seat on the other 
side of the Committee, and proposed a 
scheme similar to that now proposed by the 
hon. gentleman. He should be very glad If 
a scheme of the kind were adoptee!, becaw;e, for 
the rmtsons given by the hon. gentle1na,n, he 
believed it to be a good system. But., as a Gov
ernment, he did not aHk the Committee to sup
]Jort it, although if the hon. gentleman pressed the 
matter to a division he should Vllte with him. 
He did not know whether his colleagues would 
or not, and he trusted that every hon. mnmber 
would exercise hi.; own discretion entireh in the 
matter. " 

The Hox. Sut T. :\IciLWHAITH s>tid he 
thought it was a, nwst extraordinary position to 
he taken by the hon. the Premier on a Bill of 
that sort. The hon. gentleman brought in a Bill 
of fonr clauses, and now they had amenrlments 
to th., extent of five clauses pro[""ed by an hon. 
1nember sitting on the G-overnment side of the 
House. The amendments were in no way con
nected with the Bill-at all event.s, not •lirectly 
connecter! with it--yet the ho11. gentleman, 
after having- come to the decision tlmt the 
(}overntnent woulcl not undertake the re:-;pontJi~ 
bility of bringing in those clauses, said that 
he himself would vote for them if they 
were brought forward. He (Hon. Sir T. 
l\Icilwmith) thought the Government ought to 
take a staurl on their own Bill and say whether 
they would support the amendments. It was 
not sufficient for the Premier to say that he indi
Yidnally believed in them. If the Bill was made a 
party question, Hurel~· the amen<lments shonhl be. 
\Vhy should the hou. gentlemltn renounce all 
re~pon~ihility in connection with then1, and run 
the chance of tampering with the Bill ? It was 
an un\vorthy po~itinn for the Uovernrnent to 
t:-:.ke up. The hon. gentlmnau ought to l}Ut hiH 
foot down and tell the hon. member who pro
posed those clanses that if it was intende<l 
to bring in a Bill to make the lan<l-order 
;;ystem a part of the leg-ishttion of the country, 

he would introduce it himself. "Why should 
he give facilities to the hon. member to spoil 
his own Bill, when the slightest discussion on 
the moot impnrtrmt clauses of it had elicited 
froru the hon. gentlenutn nothing but, ill-natured 
ejaeuhtions? He (Hon. Sir. T. Mcilwraith) 
thongbt they had discussed the question well, 
and he •lid not think the hon. gentleman ought 
to allow others to interfere with the meAsure on 
such fliln . ..,y grounds as had been advanced, and 
tn state tlu1t he was so much in fawmr of the 
amendments that he "·ould allow them to be · 
pressed to a division. The hon. gentleman knew 
perfectly well that he could make the hon. member 
refrnin frmn pre..;~ing those clauses if he chose. 
He (Hon. Sir T. Illcllwraith) intended to oppose 
them. He did not believe in them, and he re
lll8ln be red he fonght aga.in:;;t then1 two years ago 
when they were hrought before the House. If 
the Government did not want those clauses 
introduce< I into their Dill, they ought to take a 
proper staml in the matter, and not throw the 
whole responsibility on the Opposition. The 
3th clause of the <ememlments contained the 
1nost ontragt.:''>l)U.'-i protY.1~al tha,t had ever been 
put 1Jefore that House. Hitherto planters had 
been introducing their own labour at their own 
expense, but now the Government stepved in 
nml S<ticl, "vVe will introduce that labour 
fo,, you at the expense of the colony-at 
the expense of the taxpayer,, of the colony." 
But their followers were not inclined to stop 
there ; they snid, "\V e will give every man >t 
reward of £20 who faithfully fulfils his agree
ment." \V as there ever such a wilrl proposal 
put before the l-Ion"e! He knew that the h<m. 
rnmnber for South Brisb.LIH-~ 'vas an advocttte 
of the laml-order system, but surely the h<m. 
ll18lnber could find other rnea,ns for advom.tting 
it, iu,tead of trying by his amendments to get it 
inserted in the present Bill. They had no con
nection whatever with the measure. The only 
clause rebting to the Bill was clause ;). If the 
hon. member liked to bring that forward, let him 
do so and have it discussed. BuJt clauses 1, 2, 3, 
and 4 lmd nothing whatever to do with the Bill, 
n.ntl nothing whatf:ver to do with any discussion 
on it up to the present time. 

l\Ir. JORDA::'\ said he regretted that the h8n. 
member for .Yiulgrave held the views he had 
expressed, and that he objected to the last clause. 
He ha<l not intended, when the clause,; were 
originally drafted, printecl, and circulated 
among hon. rnen1ber~, to rnake any :-~uch 
<ttldition. The history of that t1<ldition was 
simply this: An h<m. member on the opposite 
:-;ide nf the HouRe, who represented the sugar
planting interest, expressed smne di~mppoint~ 
ment tl;at hlack labour was to be discontinued, 
and that the planters were to be fMced into the 
adoption of another system-that \Yas, the employ
ment of European labour-and also that some 
step of the kind proposed in the clause objected 
to had not been taken by the Government. He 
understood the hon. gentleman to say that the 
]Jersonscoming out under agremnent should have 
smne enconragernent; smne special inducen1ent 
offere<l them to fulfil their agreement. He 
understood the hon. member for lVIackay to say 
that much, and that suggested to him (:\ir. 
,Jordan) the idea of the last clause. He did 
not think that it was unreasonable on the 
p>trt of the hon. member for Mackay, under 
all the circumstances of the case. They · 
rnust recognise the fact that a very great 
change had been brought about by the verdict 
which hacl been given by the country-a verdict 
which had been recognised by the hon. the 
le<<der of the Opposition, Sir Thomas :Mcllwmith 
- nameiy, that the country had said that 
they would not have black labour. The pbn
ters tJnder, the sanction of Queensland law h&d 
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embarked in1111ense su1ns in sngar-growing, repre
senting he did nut know how much me pi tal at the 
present n1mnent, \Vith the expectation of getting 
a supply of Polynesian labour. The country had 
trier! that kind of labour for Home twenty years, 
until the people had he"mue thoroughly dis
gusted with the system, and they were now rruite 
s:ttisfied that t.he time h<>d arrived when black 
labour must come to an end ; at least that was 
the view he took of it. The Government now 
stepped in and proposed the indented system 
which existed already under the Act of 1882, >md 
which had previonsly e'isterl nnder the Act of 
187.5; hut which was .so materially altered by the 
hon. member for J\lulgrave, Sir T. ~Icilwraith, 
that in::;teacl of a depoFiit of £/j being· required 
for iudc-!nted pas;-;enger::::, elllpluyer~ wishing 
to enter into that sy.stem harl now only to pay 
£2, aud lmd not to pay the balance of the 
pa.f.·-.;n.ge-nwney, which they had to do under the 
Act of 187i\. So that it woulrl cost the colony 
nothing for the introclnction of imleuted 
labourerR. The payment of the balunce of passagc
Inoney was., a~ he had s:tid, altogether done away 
with uiH!er the Act of 1882, and indented lahonr
ers could now be brought in upon payment of £2, 
neither enqJloyers nor imn1igrants having any~ 
thing to do with the balance of the pa"'age 
money. \Vith that indented syktern the present 
Govemment lmd nothing whatever to do. It 
was invented by hon. gentlemen on the opposite 
side of the Committee. The pre,ent Govern
ment simply said~" Try this systmn, only 
you must provide for the acconnnoda.tion 
;lf the wiYes and children ; we do not intend 
that passengers in future shall be merely 
single men. \Ve believe in family settlement, 
in settling the people upon the !rend, and that 
men ::;hould 11l'ing their wi veg with thmn." .,.:-\..:s 
he understood it, that was the proposal made 
in the Bill before the Committee. He thought 
that some com;icleration was clue to the 
planters; and, if the colony were to intro
duce people under that measure, it wets not 
doing too much to offer them an inducement 
to keep their engagernents hy sin1ply giving 
them twentv acn"' of lane!. \V hat was the value 
of the land until it was occupied? Surely 
the colony would not lose rnuch by giving 
those men twenty acres of land, if, by the prospect 
it held out to them, they were induceJ to keep 
their agreen1ent, and it \Vas the n1eans, a->t he 
believed it would be, of bringing about that state 
of things w hi eh the Premier wished to see 
realised--rmmely, that those persons, after they 
had sened the planters, shoul<l enter upon their 
own land, culti Yate cane, and sell it to the 
rr1anufacturerR of sugar. The country woul(l 
not lose a farthing, and it appeared to him 
that it would induce the planters to enter cheer
fully upon a trial of the indented system. 
They could very well afford to give twenty :tcre.s 
to each of those inunigrr~ntl:i, and for every twenty 
acres they would lmve an a<l<liti<•nal farmer with 
his family settled on the land. But if there was 
such a strong objection to the clause lre would 
not pre.-;~ it, as it \vas ll~)t essential to his amend
ment. The principle of his amen<lment he would 
briefly explain. The Land Bill would unlock 
from 100,000,000 to 200,000,000 acres of land. 
If the time had come for tttking that land away 
from the great Crown lessees who paid 9s. ld. a 
square mile~if the time httd come for depriving 
them of the half, third, or fourth part of their 
runs to provide for close settlement~the sooner 
that land was occupied the better. 'rhat he 
thought was " seq!litw·. \Yhether the time had 
come was another question ; but the Bill said it 
had come. Cntil that land was occupied the 
Crown lessees were to have it still at the in
finitesimal rent of {k le!. per srruare mile or fie!. 
per :t~re. If by the principle of giving lttnd or"' 

rentisf;ion of rent to the cnpitaliHt.H now going to 
America they could get that 100,000,000 :teres of 
land occupied in a few years, it would make :t 
good deal of difference as far as the :Financial 
Htaten1ent was concerned, beca.use, at an average 
of 2<1. per acre, it would bring in oYer £800,000. 
That W<lS a very important consideration, and 
on th>tt ground especially~that the Bill woulrl 
induce hundreds and thm1s<tncls of people at home 
who were waiting \vith nwney in their pockets 
to con1e to the colony-the n1easure waK a good. 
one. They knew fn;m experierwe that it must 
be by means of a bonus of land that they would 
induce people to <"ome to the colony, rather than 
carry out their purpose of going to the U niteJ 
St1ctes of America. The principle of the amend
rnent was a gift of land to iuduee people to come 
to Oueensland iw.;teacl of going to _,:\_n1erica. He 
wm~ld be prepared, however, at the desire of the 
Committee, to .nnit the flth chouse. 

::\Ir. l\IACFAHLANE said that formerly the 
hon. member (::\Ir. Jorclttn} had a great deal to 
do with bringing· out a superior clas.':l of irrnui
grants under the systmn he now proposed, and 
jml"ino· from past experience he natumlly 
tho~ght the san1e thing could be done ag:ain to 
the ad vmrt»ge of the colony. But the crrcum
stanceB of the colony had eh:mged since twenty 
years ago, ,~,-~hen the hon. gentlexnan was the 
aueut af home for sending out pent> le under the 
h~ml-order system. 'rhe Bill had been discnssed 
two days already, and if the hon. gentleman 
peroisted in his amendment it would take two 
days longer. He believed that a good few of the 
members on his side were opposed to the 
amendment altogether. It was propos.ed th11t 
a land-order of £30 should be gt ven to 
persons comin~· out who had not r.esided before 
in any of the Australasian colo:ues ; but why 
should those people be put rnto a better 
position than the people coming· from the 
other colonies, or the natives of Queensland? 
Looking at it in that light, am! also cousidering 
the prospect of passing a new Land Bill, which 
would give facilities for settling people on tl:e 
land at such a cheap rate, he harlmade up hrs 
mind to oppose the mnendment; and he thought 
it would save time if one or two hon. members 
on his side would shortly express their opinion 
on the subject. 

l'.lr. l\IOREHEAD said it appeared to him 
that the first of the amendments certainly was 
dra.fted on the "gerryn1andering" principle d_iR 4 

played in the first schedule tu the Land Brll, 
mtd th11t it was intended to prevent as far as 
po"'ible the intmduction of capitalists from the 
other colonieR. That was the position taken up 
by the ::>.linister for Lands in defending the 
construction of that extraordirmry schedule, and 
in that respect the hon. member for St>uth Brb
bmte had followed in his footsteps. 

'The Hox. Sm T. l'.IciLW!:LUTH said the 
hrm. member for South Rrisbm1e had repeated 
what he sairl the other night~that the indeHt 
system was iHtroclnced by him (Sir T. Mcll
,,Taith}. It must have been by inadvertence, 
because he explained at the time that he was bring
inu forward claubes contained in previons Actl:i. 
If~ what he said hac! not convinced the hon. 
~entleman he would read what his leader, the 
Colonial Secretary, said when the Act of 1882 
wa~ under cow:dderation :-

" Ju .. t !L word us to t.he changes in the Bill. Hon. 
momber8 sccmetl to think that tlw provision cnahlillg 
pt·rsons to indent la hour was new. It was not 11~'''; !t; 
'vas the old lttw. only that person.-. now hnd to IJ<t.Y £0 
instead of £·{. and the term of sel'vico was not to be for 
less than twelve months." 
Thatwasclearenongh. HeoHlv noticed th~matter 
becanse the hon. n;em bcr seelned to be afraid of 
the effect of the indent clau~es, and wi:<hed to 
settle the re.~po11sihility on him. ThP.re was 
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another re11son why the hon. gentkm11n should 
pull up the Opposition in discussing the cl11uses, 
in 11cldition to that given by the hon. member for 
Ipswich, who quietly stated th11t they might 
stop the whole thing by a few rem11rks from 
members on the Government side. All the 
knowledge, 11ll the experience and intellect of the 
Opposition, might hammer 11w11y 11t the Govern
ment without effect ; but it only required two or 
three on the other side-no m11tter what they 
s11icl-to bring 11bout a colbpse. If the thing 
was to collapse in that way, he should like to 
hear what those hon. gentlemen had to say. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : Run up your dummies ! 
The Hox. Sm T. MolL ·wRAITH said he 

would give them a subject on which they might 
talk. He remembered well that all the pro
posed clauses, with the exception of clause 5, 
were exactly the same as those introduced in 
1882 by the Premier; and they knew what his 
advocacy then was-that the ownership of land 
in the Australian colonies was one of the fine~t 
inducements in the world for immigrants to 
come out from home. But that was now altered. 
They were now told that the ownership of land 
had nothing to do with it, and that it would be 
abolished as soon as possible. That was a potent 
reason whythehon. gentleman should turn his hack 
as quietly as possible on the land-order system. 

Mr. GRIMES said he would support the 
clauses, with the exception of the 5th, which 
would tend to cause a great deal of unpleasant
ness amongst the workmen and their employers. 
They should certainly have an equivalent for 
the land if they got the holder of the land-order 
to settle upon the land. He took that view of it; 
and as he believed the amenclmentR would be the 
means of introducing a large number of the 
farming class from England, he should have 
much pleasure in supporting the amendments of 
the hon. member if he would consent to with
draw the 5th clause. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. C. R. 
Dutton) said the remarks of the leader of the 
Opposition, when he referred to the conrse 
the hon. Premier should have taken in dealing 
with the matter, came as a revelation to him. 
The hon. member said the Premier shouli have 
put his foot clown, and should not have allowed 
any of his party to introduce any amend
ments. He (Mr. Dutton) would be very 
sorry indeed to see the Premier adopt any 
such tyrannous exercise of his position as 
leader of the p1trty ; and he further hoperl 
that the members of that party were far too 
manly and independent to agree to anything of 
that kind, even if the Premier tried it, what
ever hon. members opposite might think. Much 
as he admired the earnestness and enthusiasm 
of the hon. member for South Brisbane to intro
duce such a class of people as he believed would 
be brought out by such in cl ucements as he pro
posed to offer them, he could not see the justice 
of giving men in the United Kingdom or in any 
part of Europe an advantage over people here, 
and more especially over their own native-born 
people. There were, he believed, some 15,000 
or 16,000 native. born hoys now attending their 
State schools, and what advantages were they 
to be offered to go upon the land ? He 
did not think that men from the conti
nent of Europe or the United Kingdom should 
be brought here and given an ad vantage 
in settling upon the land which those boys 
would not possess. He thought they offered 

' sufficient inducements to people to come here 
and take up land on very easy terms indeed
terms which they thought good enough for the 
people here. If people cared to come here on 
those terms they would receive a welcome and 
would be offered the land on the same induce-

ments offered to their own people, but he believed 
greater inducements should be given to nobody. 
He should oppose the clauses in toto. As th~ 
hon. gentleman had notified his willingne.~s to 
withdraw the i\th clause he should not attempt 
to speak to it, but if he did speak to it, he should 
have to oppose i~ To say that they should give 
the sugar-planters an opportunity of getting 
men here, and secure their services by a bonus 
of £20, wa,s too mnch to expect. 

l\lr. MOHEHEAD said this was truly delight
ful. It was "Queensland for the Queenslanclers." 
That was the policy now enunciated by the 
Minister for Lands. He did not think the hon. 
gentleman could have consulted his colleague, 
the leader of the Government, because that 
gentleman told them last night that he declined 
altogether to import any labourers from (lreat 
Britain, and that he was going to bring in only 
foreigners under the Bill. 

The PREMIER : I never told you anything 
of the kind. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said the hon. gentleman 
was simply again reiterating the misstatements 
he made last night. He distinctly told them 
that until he had tried Europe he would not go 
to England. 

The PREMIER : He cliclnot. 
Mr. MOREHEAD: He did. In cliscmsing 

the Bill!rtst night the Premier did say so. 
HoxouRABLE JY1EMBERS : No, no ! 
Mr. MOHEHEAD said he did not take the 

denial of any hon. member on the other side
even that of the hon. Premier himself. He 
maintained that the hon. member s11id so and 
n1eant so. 

Mr. GRIMES: No. 
Mr. MOREHEAD asked, who was the hon. 

member who said "No"? \Vas it the hon. mem
berfor Oxley-" the employer"-who said "No"? 
He would deal a little with that hon. member. 
He was the picker-up of unconsiclerecl trifles. 
TT _ .tl_ - T '1 1 • ~ , • 
..L_l_e wn~ LHI:l uun. gern1e1nan wno prcKea up cneap 
white labour and employed it for a little while, 
until the white labourer got very tired of cheap 
labour and moved on, and then the hon. gentle
rn:m picked up another cheap white labourer. 
The hon. gentleman then talked a great deal to 
the House and to the country, through the 
medium of the Press, about the cheap way in 
which he worked his plantation. That was how 
he did it. 

Mr. GRIMES: How do you know? 
Mr. MOREHEAD said he wmilcl ask if he was 

to be interrupted in that way ? He did not know 
that he had said anything unparliamentary, and if 
he had done so he should apologise to the Chair, 
but he should not apologise to any hon. gentleman 
who interrupted him in the grossly cliscourteons 
way in which he was interrupted. He said the 
hon. member for Oxley was in the habit of 
picking up cheap labour wherever he could get 
it, and after the la.bourer found he had been 
deluded-he used the word advisedly-by the 
hon. member into working upon what the hon. 
member had frequently termed his "plantation," 
he passed on, and the hon. member got some 
other ignorant man 11nd led him to believe that 
the wages he offered was the current wages of 
white labourers. \Vhen the last man got a little 
kno\vledge of what \Vas going on, he rnoved on, 
and then the hon. member got another, and that 
wa.s how he rnanaged his " plantation." He 
managed it with 11 series of spurts. Then he 
came clown to the House and told them that the 
wages he gave to those men was the current 
rate of wages obtainable in the colony. He 
hoped the hon. gentleman was satisfied so far. 
If not, he would give him a little more. 

Mr. GRIMES: Go on. 
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Mr. MOREHEAD sai,] he would say no 
more at present. He would see what the hon. 
gentleman had got to say to that. He objected 
to the hon. member's interruptions, and he 
could tell him that Oxley was at one time 
repre~ented by a much more superior man than 
the present hon. member was. They heard from 
the other side of the Committee that the Premier 
of the colony was prepared to accept one 
thing, whilst the Minister for Lands took quite 
a different line. The Premier of the colony 
said that night that he was prepared to 
accept the amendments of the hon. member 
for South Brisbane, with certain modifications in 
the 5th clause. The Minister for Lands, on the 
contrary, said he would ha,·e none of the amend
ments at all ; and he would not allow them to 
come into the Bill. He did not wonder that the 
hon. Minister for Lands objected to the amend
ments or to accepting any of them. They would 
certainly not in any way square with the Land 
Bill, the second reading of which had been passed 
by that House. l'\o doubt the hon, member for 
South Brisbane was an enthusiast, and there was 
no doubt that according to his own lights-and 
he gave him all honour for them-he believed he 
was doing a good thing for the colony in asking 
that Committee to accept the clauses which he 
]Jroposed. There might, however, be a method 
in his madness, or there might be the madness 
without the method. His own impression w<ts that 
the hon. gentleman was, perhaps, not mad; but the 
Chairman, as his colleague, was possibly a better 
judge of that than he was, and possibly the 
gentlemen who returned him were better judges 
ofit than either of them. He thought there \US 

a certain amount of craze or madness in those 
amendments, and that could not be denied by 
anyone, more especially when they found that 
they were not to receive the unanimous accepta
tion of the Cabinet. It might be that the 
Cabinet wished to get out of a difficult position 
by one member taking up one position, and 
another taking up quite a different position. 
It might be that they had a certain amount of 
deserved respect for the hon. member for South 
Brisbane, and they might further value his 
support, which was worth something. At any 
rate the split in the camp showed that either 
the Minister for Lands was wrong, or the 
Premier was wrong-they certainly could not 
both be right. One member of the Ministry was 
willing to accept the amendments with the 
exception of one clause, and the other would 
have none of them. The time had arrived 
when the Government should say distinctly 
what they intended to do with regard to those 
amendments. So far they were in doubt. The 
Ministry appeared to be acting with dual leaders, 
or, rather, with two horses in the team pulling 
in different directions, which showed the neces
sity for the fifth wheel. There could be no half
dealing with this measure. It was a broad 
question that could only be dealt with in one 
way ; but although they had asked the Premier, 
on the previous night, whether he would SUJlport 
the amendments or reject them, they could get 
no reply. Although the hon. the leader of the 
Opposition had expressed his willingness that 
the de hate on the Bill should close on the previous 
night, it was prolonged at the instance, and no 
doubt under the direction, of the Premier. They 
now asked the hon. member again whether it 
was his intention to support or oppose the 
amendments proposed by the hon. member for 
South Brisbane. They were entitled to a direct 
answer to the question, and when they got it 
they would have a clear field to deal with. 
He was inclined to discuss the details of the 
amenumcnts, and he hoped they would have 
from the Government an expression of opinion 
regarding the1n. 

The PREMIER said he did not know what 
object the hon. member who had just sat down 
could have in making the remarks with which 
he began his speech. Misrepresentations of that 
kind could serve no useful purpose. All he 
could say was-he might as well say it now as at 
any other time-that if any hon. member per
sisted in making misrepresentations of that kind 
be would disentitle himself to be treated with 
the courtesy ordinarily shown to members of the 
House. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he rose to a point of 
order. \Vas it in order, even for the leader of the 
House, to attribute misrepresentation to any hon. 
member? 

The PREMIER: There is no point of order. 
There is one thing I wish to say, Mr. Fra~er--

Mr. MOHEHEAD : There is a point of order, 
and a very important point of order-whether 
any hon. member should charge another with 
misrepresentation. 

The CHAIRMAN: Will the hon. member 
state the point of ·order again? 

Mr. MOREHEAD : The hon. member has 
charged me with misrepresentation, which is 
equivalent to lying. 

The PREMIER and HoNOURABLE MEMBERS 
on the Government Benches: No, no! 

Mr.MOREHEAD: Isaytheword "misrepre
sent:1tion" is not parliamentary; and I hope, Mr. 
Fraser, that from your lo!}g parliamentary expe
rience you will know that I am perfectly right 
in the contention I set up. At any rate, if you 
do not decide the matter, I shall have it referred 
to the Speaker. 

The CHAIRMAN : I do not think it is right 
on the part of any hon. member to charge 
another with misrepresentation. 

Mr. MORE HEAD : Hear, hear ! That is all 
I wish. 

The PREMIER: Whenanhon. member makes 
a speech in this House, and another hon. member 
gets up and represents him to have said some
thing diametrically opposite to what he did say, 
it is usual, I think, to use some English word to 
de,scribe such conduct. The word I have used 
expresses it as accurately as I could express 
it in one word. The hon. gentleman wanted to 
know--

Mr. MOHEHEAD : Is the hon. gentleman 
going to withdraw the word "misrepresenta
tion"? You have ruled that it is out of order, 
Mr. Chairman, and I ask you to insist upon 
your ruling. 

The PREMIER : The hon. gentleman is very 
eager to fit the cap on his own head. What I 
said was this--

Mr. MOREHEAD : I ask for your ruling, 
Mr. Chairman. 

The PREMIER said that what he said was, 
that if any hon. member was persistently misre
presented 'by another hon. member, certain con
sequences would ensue. The hon. member 
wanted to know what view the Government 
took of the amendments of the hon. member for 
South Brisbane. He (the Premier) had already 
stated the views of the Government, and if the 
hon. member was absent when that statement 
was made he should. have inquired about it 
when he came into the House. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said that 
certainly no hon. member had a right to mis
represent another, but, at the same time, he 
did not consider that what his hon. colleague 
had said a.mounted to misrepresentation. He 
had said that if the hon. member did not in 
exact worth sny that he meant to introduce 
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Contine,ntal labourers under this Bill, he srricl RI) 

by inference a dozen times duriug the debate. 
'What did the Bill mean if it did not mean the 
introduction. of Continental bhonr? \Vlwn hi.s 
hon. collcag·ue sai<l that the hem member had 
actually statecl that the GoYernment intend eel to 
bring exclusively Contineutullal.Jour, he (Hon. Sir 
T. :i'dci!wraith) thoroughly bclieYecl him, un<l he 
was assured to the 'it me eJiect J.,y other hon. mem
bers. lf, however, the hem. gentleman denied 
using the \Vonl.-3, he wonld acc,_':pt hi~ :::tnteruent. 
At the s.tme time the hem. member had inferen
tially repeated the same thing a dozen times 
during the ]Jrogress of the d"ll:ttc. But he wautecl 
to aJ.dre.-.;s the 1-iou~.e no\\T on a n1nch n1ore impor
t,mt matter. The hon. the :'\Gni,tedor Land" hctd 
taken np a ?'(':.re which w~1..s i~1 r;uch contntst to 
the COll111l8nCi'.Jl1Bnt of hi8 8]'ePCh on the I,amJ 
Bill that it was worth noticing-. He tnrJW<l 
round ancl tol<l him (Hou. Sir T. 1\IciiwmiLh), 
who had had J:Jorne experienCP in p;u'ty Inanage
ment, that it would not be a right thing-that it 
would be a. tyr:-tunon:-:; thing·-fnr the l>rentler to 
infor1n his supporters that cert.:dn runenchueuts 
could not be rtt!mittecl into a Bill. In hi.< 
opinion, it w;-ts (Jnly by wc1l'king 011 that 
principle that it would be l"''"ible for the Gov
ernment to get the Hiil throue;h at all. Here 
wap, _ttn in1portant UH\3o~nro with n·:;ard to \vhich 
the l'remier had announced the policy of the 
Uovernment in a speech which had been SPnt all 
over the country. After the Bill had virtually 
passed, when there re1nainecl nothing but the 
last formal clause, alHl after they had fought 
three uight8 about it, thP hon. n1e1nber for Sonth 
Bri;.;ba.ne brought fonvard arnen~hnent:-:; which 
went beyond the ~ubjeet-111<\tter of the 
Bill--an1enclrnent~ which \Vero nnt di.recth~ 
connech,d with it, or if they had any illlll
rect connectitm it wn~ a, Ytrv l't?lnote one. 
The hon. gentle1nan, instead of ~teEing the hon. 
1nmnber for South Bri~h 1ne, a:; he YiTonlll ha Ye 
told any member on the Oppo,itiou side of the 
How.;e, as he would ha\·e been jn::;tiiic·d in 
doing, that the mHcnthnent:; had nothin~ what-
8Y8l' to do \dth the Hill--alld in~tc:td ot ( tllin~ 
upon hi,, party to reject them ah,olutely-,,aid 
he w~ts i11 £:1-vunr of thelH 1 )er..;ona.lly, tlm.t he 
'vould not interfere ·with then1, awl \Youkl vote 
for the1n if thev cnu1e to di d::.-;iou. The hon. 
gentlernnn, in L1ct, rejt one of the nwst iin-
]Hntant-probu.llly the n1o~,t ilnporLLnt--Hwtter.s 
that coulcl be brought before tlJe IIou'e fm 
cliscnt-lsion, while, at the saute ti1ue, nlembr>,r.-.; 
of his own pm·ty charn.ctc~ri~. 1 the prnpm.:P.d 
atnenthnents as excre.:-;e0nce.~ npon the Bill. Let 
them eow;ider whnt the re:d hlhl-ordor principle 
wa::;. There wa.::;not onc::;iuglesubject that h~cd f)e,?n 
discuKsed by Parli<tment !llDI'e oftPn than thehmcl
order S! :-,tmn; aud the hon. the PretnL'r knmt 
well tlJnt no :\[ini,tn' would IJe able tn pnt 
through tho Hou,o a llill cnnying nut the land
order s,ystmn \Vithont :tn iunuent:e anwnut of 
di::;cussiou, a,nd even then he r1uestinned_ vm·y 
much whether it could be put through on 8trictly 
party lines. J3nt they 'Ycre now <cskecl l.w the 
Prml1ier to discu:-::s thg~ qut:':ition, arul co:;_ne" to n 
conclusion upon such a, vit·d principle at once. 
Now, he held there had never be•Jn a question of 
snch i1nportanee treated l)y allY (:;-oyernlllEllt 
since he had hilen a member of the HouKe with 
such apparent indifference. The Premier had 
charge of the J3ill, and he woulcl be perfectly 
justified in saying to the Oppmritiou or t) hiM 
own part.r-" The~:~ mnendnwnt..~ ha Ye 110 con
nection with the Bill, and if y"n wish to carry 
0ut 'uch principles you mw;t em body them in a 
sepamte Bill." "\Vhy ehonld members of tl1e 
Opposition and of the (~ovormnent party be 
obliged to pay such an mnount of dcfetence 
to the hon. memlJer for South Brislmne, simply 
bec:cuse the Premier did not wi.sh to offend him ? 

The I'remier must know that if that view of the 
case was the correct one, and if he intended the 
di~cussinn to go on, it conld only be with one ob
ject, and that was the blocking of the Dill. The 
la,JHl-order Rystenl would neYer be cn .. rried out t:in1-
ply by a vote of tlmt Honse; the hon. gentleman 
knew that such a thine; conl<l never be clone, and 
inste,ccl of pbcing the que,tion before the Com
mittee himself, he had left it to one of his snp
porter:-;, antluow n~ked the Con1n1ittee to refer it 
to a vote. It could never he decided in that 
manner, an<! they mnst h'wc the views of the 
Hon.-;e oil the 1nntter. fie (1uite agreed with the 
hon. the :'I! inider for Lamls in what be lmd said 
\vith l'i?i:,'<-tnl to the l:tnd.-on1er :-::ystf-'"Ill. Land
orders, to be equitable at all, nu'"t be transfer
able, for there "' >uld be nothing· bnt di"atisfrtc
tion if they were made uon-tmnsfemble. If a 
n1nn wn~ g·iven ::\land-order nJter he had paid 
hi,\ oiYU pa,"~a~e to the colony, it IYas given as a 
kind of rev,, trd ; and in~te:1d of 1Xtying hiR pas 
sago his dignity Wfl_.,,,, consulted by giving him 
an equi l'alent for bis money. 'Tbat being the prin
ciplP, they n1ust be given to farn10rs, nr that class 
of people "-ho woulcl use them. If that was 
done, and if eYery DHtn who paid his own pas
~ age receiYe(l a. land-order, ftll anornaly was in
trnt1uced~::tn uunece:-t'''-uy expenditure incurred 
-bccnu~o an order for lanrl :-;iElply n1eant giving 
money. There "':ls no difference between the 
ti-n_) thing~, been use whenever a. la,ncl ;:;ale took 
place the order might be paid into the Treasury, 
an(1 would repre;;;Bnt so Inuch n1oney. _A~ the hon. 
}fini.ster for Lands had pointed out, if every 1nan 
'\vho pn.id hi::; pa~:-;age out to thiR cuuntry W[l,S 

to be rewanled with a lancl-orcler to the valne 
of !080, what was to be given to those who were 
already here am! hac! done the same thing? 
\V ere those who had been working for ymtrs for 
them -elves ancl the colony le,;.s eutitled to land
orders, aml were the children whom they brought 
out with thetn le~.o; entitlPr:l to ~uch a privilege? 
The principle, he maintained, coul<l only be 
carried ont on the one :')y~Stetn, and that 1\'[l,R by 
con1IHCncing afre~h and giving all those nlready 
in the colony who hnd paid their own !J~t.-;sago a 
Ltnd-ordu, .:tnd placingtheru on the ~mne footing 
a~ all future iunnigrants. The hon. gentlen1an 
woulcl see the iuirp1ity of the iith clause ; he 
mnst see that it IY"S au abomination, and if he 
rea oO!Je<l rn er it he would find that the other 
four chnue-: 1\ ere jnst cvcr.r bit as bad. 

:\Ir. l\ICJI:JUIEAD srcid he would ask the 
1Iiuister for LnnflN 1vhother, under the pro
!"'" Jd Land Jlill, the Crown Lands Alienation 
Act of 1S7(i was not to be rcpenled ? That was a 
very pertinent l]UC,,tion, and he would wish the 
.l\[inistcrfor Lam!., to "'Y" hothertheBillofwhich 
they 1 >a,-.:sed the f'econcl 1''-acling a few nights ago 
would not repe~J. th;tt Act. 

i~ftcr a panMe, 
2\Ir. M011EHEAD said surely the Minister 

for Lan(l, woulcl an.swer a question of that gm't, 
becan''e the 4th clause in the :unenclments to the 
preKent Bill dealt most distinctly with the Crown 
Lawls Alienation Act of 187G, and they were 
entitled to a reply from the Minister for Lands 
as to whether the new Crown Lands Bill did net 
re peal tlmt meamre. 

The Mil'\ISTJr;R FOH LAKDS: Head it 
yonr~elf, and ~ee. 

Mr . .l\lOHEHEAD said surely the' hon. 
gentlenmn would b:we the cmu-tes),- of replying 
to J,im. He w;;s an older member of the House 
thau the hon. g, ntlenmn, and he had had the 
high privilege of holding office. On that account 
he thought, therefore, the J\linister for Lands 
might h,we had the courtesy tn gi,·e a dir~ct 
au::.;wcr, acldre~~ed t",) hint through the Chair. 

'l'he 2\IE\JSTER Jr"OR LANDS saicl the hon. 
member had asked him a question which he 
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could very well answer for himself if he had 
looked at the Land Bill, which he <.upprmed he 
had. But perhaps he had not, and from what he 
had said he would le,vl hon. m cm bers to come 
to that conclusion. It must have been, at all 
events, a very cur:-;ory glance that the hon. 1nmn her 
had given the Bill, and he (the i\linister for 
Lands) did not believe he had read it through. 
If the Crown Lands Bill became bw, the Crown 
Lands Aliemttion Act of 1H7G would be repealerl. 

i\Ir. MORE HEAD sctid he thought he might 
have had et direct answer from the hon. gentle
nu1n without a, snrplw.;age of irlll)ertinence, which 
was not uncharacteristic of the source frmn 
which it cmne. If it was ~tK he had imagined, 
that the L>tnd Bill did include the repeal of the 
Crown Lands Alienation Ad of lk7G. were not 
the amendments of the hon. member.for South 
]3risbane rather prematnre? Had he not het tor 
wait until it was known whether that Act wrts 
to he ropectled ?-Gecause as it stood now the 4th 
clam;e of the amendments wc,uld lead to cmnpli
cations. It said:-

"In pnyment. of the rr-nt or instalments of purchase 
money of any sl~Ieetion of country lands acquired 
uurlcr the Cro\'< n Lands Alirnation Art of 1870. or anY 
other Aet relating to the selection of country lan{1s, Of 
\Yhich the l)(~l'-"011 to whom the lancl-order is issnetl, or 
the person in respect of whom it is issnod, or the 
husband of l~H her, is at the time of making snch }Jay
mcnt the holder." 
He thonght that might lead them into very grave 
complications. 'l'lwy had not yet decided that 
the Crown Lands Alienation ~'cct of 187() wrts to 
be repealecl. Thev had not yet clecide<'l that; 
>tnrl, fm-ther, he thong·ht they had before them 
two lll8af-lures~one dealing with n, very n1aterial 
n1atter, vvhieh waR not at all alien or running 
contrary to the measure under discussion. vVhen 
they had before them a measure which wnnlcl 
affect the interests of a great number of people, 
and also a Bill and a schedule of amendments
the arnendmcntR lleing larger than the n1easnre 
itself-he thought they had better deal with one 
subject first. They had better settle the Land ques
tion before deci<ling npon a proposed an1endrnent 
in an In11nigration Bill, fran1ed for the purpose of 
bringing people here from the other side of the 
world. It w<>s proposed to give those people 
land-orders, which were authorised by an Act 
that might in a short time be struck off the 
Statnte.book. They had far better deal with 
the Lcmd Bill first and the Immigration Bill 
afterwards, or the proposed amendments at all 
events ; and he was astonished at the Premier 
not seeing wh"t he had pointed out. If the hon. 
~entleman hrtcl not seen that, he would be beat
Ing the wind in regard to the attractionR he was' 
pretending to offer to irnrnigrant,-;-snch attrac
tions not rertlly existing. 

Mr. GRI:NlES said he hardly liked to inter
rupt the debate on the Bill with any remarks of 
a personal nat11re, hut he could not allow the 
remarks of the hem. member for Balonne, with 
reference to himself, to p>tss without some notice. 
He (Mr. Grirnes) had never been afraid to hold 
up his head wherever he had been, and he eer
tainly was not afraid to hold it up in that 
Chamber. As far as his personal business was 
concerned, there was not one single transaction 
upon which he was not prepared, if called upon, 
to answer any question that might be put to 
him. He hardly knew how to characterise the 
remarks of the hon. member for Balonne, but it 
would, perhaps, be within the bounds of parlia
mentary language if he were to speak of them >tS 
":\forehead's truths." That term would be under
stood outside, and also by hon. members of the 
House, who knew well what the hon. member's 
truths were. He would not R<W they were 
untruths; they were merely a sample of the hon. 
member's truths. He would like to ask the hon. 

gentleman whether his business relations would 
bear inspection-whether everything thrtt had 
been tramacted by the firm of which he was the 
head would boar scrutiny-whether he would be 
prepared to answer any qnestions that mig·ht be 
put to him with reforence to eve>y tmnsaction 
that had passed through his ofiice? The hon. 
member, he thought, would not care to do any
thiug of the kind. There \Vas a certain very im
portant matter bronght on the floor of the 
J-Iouse, sorne two Nestiions back, relating to 
dealings with Crown lands-was the hon. g-entle
man prepared, on that ocmsion, to tell "the 
trnth, the whole truth, >tnd nothing but the 
truth"? \V hen the hon. gentleman appeared 
before that committee he wa,; rather placed in"' 
dilemma. The hon. gentleman clid not like to 
bmak his oath by any statement he might make, 
and, on the other hand, he did not w:1nt to com
mit himself; so he thought the ,;a! est way was to 
stand upon his dignity and reruain silent, saying 
"I shall not answer any qnestion,s." That was 
the jina/e of the Cullin·b-ring·o inquiry. No 
bnsiness transactiom of his (:\lr. Grime,;) had 
ever appeared to the public in such "'shady li,l(ht 
as that transaction clid. He trusted that before 
the hon. gentleman referred again to any of his 
(:\Ir. Chimes') bnsiness transactions he would 
look well to his own books for "' few years past, 
and see that there was nothing there which he 
would hardly dare to have brought to light. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he was sorry he h>td 
not his books with him to show to thehon. member 
for Oxley, but if the hem. member would call at 
his office in the morning he would show them to 
him-if he could umlerstand them. vVh>tt he 
wanted to ]Joint out was simply that the hon. 
gentleman was in the habit of employing cher~p 
labour; and he thought that would have pleased 
hin1, especially as he was advocating a niertRure 
which would give him ]Jlenty more of it. He 
pointed out that the hon. member got labour that 
was cheap, and, very likely, nasty, but that it did 
not stop long with him. vVhether that was 
owing to the labour or to the employer, he would 
not offer an opinion. But, from what he knew of 
the hon. member, he would rather employ him 
than be muployed by him, and he did not thi1.k 
he should employ him very long. 

Mr. MACF ARLANE said he understood they 
were discussing the 1st clause of the >tmend
ments of the hon. member for South BrisGane, 
but the hon. member for Balonne had dragged in 
the Lm1cl Bill, which had nothing whatever to do 
with the CJne,tion before them. If the discussion 
were cond ucterl regularly, they would come to a 
conclw;;inn sooner than by wandering at random 
through all the clauses, and he hoped the Chair
man would keep the Committee to the clause 
which had been proposed. 

Mr. BEATTIE said the Committee would he 
placing themselves in an extraordinary position 
if they adopted the >td vice of the hon. member 
for Ipswich. If a division took place, >tnd half 
the Ministers voted one way and the other h>tlf 
the other way, what sort of a position would they 
be in ? It would be much better if the Premier 
were to say at once whether he intended to support 
the amendment. He (:Mr. Beattie) had always 
been in favour of the land-order system, 
but the circumstances of the colony had 
changed since that syste1n was in 0peration ; 
and he certainly could not agree with the 
3rd paragraph of the clause defining- the 
term " member of the family" to mean-he 
did not know how many generations. That 
would h>t 1·e to be altered. He was afraid that if, 
on a division, the Premier, who had expressed 
himself in favour of the land-order system, 
voted in hvour of the amendment, and the 
Minister for Lands 1md other Ministers were 
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found voting against it, the Bill could not lJe 
reported to the House as a Government measure. 
If the hem. member for South Brisbane die! not 
withdraw his ~mendments it would place the 
Go~";rnment s1de of the House in a peculiar 
pos1t10n. 

Mr. BLACK said the amendments mwht 
never to have been introduced in connection with 
the ! mrnigration Bill; the objects sought to be 
obtamed by each were so different that they 
could not possibly be considered together. If 
the hon. member for South Brisbnne wished his 
amendments to r:cei:·e proper consideration they 
sh?ul~l he embo,he<l m :1 separate Bill, when the 
prmc1pl: of t!1c land-order system could be 
exhaustively rhscussed on the second reacling, 
and hon. members coulcl take whatever stand 
they chose, in committee, upon it. In its 
present shaye they wer~ not likely to make any 
progress w1th the sull]ect, for it was entirely 
lrrel:vant to the ~mmigration Bill, which he 
considered was VIrtually paHsed last night. 
Some hem, members, while willing to accept the 
first four clam;es of the amendment which 
gave to all innnigrants paying their 'past;age 
to the colon~' a £30 land-order, objected 
altoge~her ~o. the .. 5th clause. In his (Mr. 
13lack ~) O}Hnron, rf there war; a :-;ingle good 
clause m the amendment, it was clause ii. The 
Governr~1ent were rna,king an entirely new de
parture m the l~bour ~ystem of the colony ; they 
\Vere endeavot1nng to Introduce a cla-ss of labour 
which must necessarily work at lower rates than 
tho,;e at present existing in the colony. The origin 
of clause 5 was. owing, he n1ight fairly say, 
to a remark of h1s own. \Vhen the discussion 
on the_ second. reading took place he, while de
precatmg the mtroduction of cheap white labour 
to take the place of coloured labourin the North 
stated that he could not understand how thos~ 
cheap white labourers would ever be held to fulfil 
the term of their agreement-it was supposed to 
be for two years-unless they had some 
bonus held out to them at the end of their 
term as a reward for working at lower 
wages than other Europeans were receivino·, 
Though he said that, he did not go so far as to s~y 
that he would advocate giving them £20 land
orders. It must be understood that he had 
always deprecated the introduction of cheap 
white labour; he believed it would have a mo&t 
injurious effect; but certainly the only advan
tages he would give indented immigrants in any 
way, would _be something to encourage them_:__ 
not neceseanly a land-order, but perhaps allowing 
them to have land on easier terms than other 
people got it. The Government proposed in 
their land legislation, to promote the settlern~nt 
of the country, and they wishecl indented 
labourers-the class which must come out at 
lower wages-to become settlers on the land ; 
but he would point out the hnposqibility of men 
brought out under the new L>tnd Bill being able 
to settle on the land. He assumed that these 
labourers would be brought out at rates varying 
from 10s. to 12s. per week. It did not require 
much calculation to show that in two years they 
\yould have very little of that money left. Men 
hke them could not s>tve much in the northern 
part of the colony; living was more expensive, 
and they had to pay more for domestic neces
saries than in the South ; so that they could not be 
expected to save much out of 10s. or 12s. a week. 
At the end of two years, therefore a man would not 
be in a position to settle on the la~d. Even if the 
Government cut up the land into small areas, 
the men would be absolutely unable to go on to 
it because they would not have the money. Men 
who came from the Continent a.s indented 
labourers would be poor; the labour thus brouo-ht 
must be cheap labour entirely, and, to settle 

0 

on 
the land, those labourers mu.st comply with the 

reg-nlations under the new Land Bill, whwh 
made it absolutely necessary that they should 
fence in the whole of their selections before they 
got >1 right to the land. In the first instance 
they would get >1 license, but until they fencf'd 
their land, which would involve considerable 
expense, they would be unable to get any right 
to it whatever. Therefore he considered that if 
the Committee thoug-ht it addsable to revive 
the land-order system those indented labourers 
were certainly entitled to son1e enconragen1ent, 
such as that now proposed by the hem. member 
for South Brisbane, who, he believed, was 
honestly anxious to see the sy8tem brought into 
force. 

'rhe COLO~IAL TREASURER said he was 
sure hou. members wouhl p>ty great attention to 
any mnendment< introduced by the h(m. member 
for South Brisbane in connection with immigra
tion, bec11.use he had had more experience in con· 
nection with immigration than any member of 
that Committee, and they knew that any such 
amendments were brought forward by the hon. 
member with a desire to promote the best 
intere,ts of the country. He (the Colonial 
'rreasurer) felt great pleasure, therefore, in 
acknowledging the attempt the hem. member 
was making- to improve the Bill. But it must 
he admitted by all those who had resided in the 
colony for any leng-th of time, and who had 
witnessed the effect of land-orders, that, while 
they were incentives to immigration, they were 
certainly attended with great abuses. The 
operation of such a Rystem would of course affect 
the Treasury, of which department he had the 
direction, and therefore he considered that 
the question had a much wider scope than 
seemed to be thought during the debate. He 
thought it was a pity that the Government 
should be prevented in any way from carrying 
the Bill into effect through the introduction 
of a phase of the question which really de
manded a great deal of consideration, and 
on which there was a great deal to be 
said on both sides. The Immigration Bill 
would of itself encourage immigration suffi
ciently without these clauses being introduced; 
especially as it was known the Government 
intended to put in the Land Bill those aids 
to settlement on the land nnder the hc,mestead 
selections, which, if he mistook not, were intro
duced subsequently to those clauses in the 
original im1nigration syRten1, and were supposed, 
in fact, to be substitutes for the system of land
orders. He strongly objected to the 5th clause 

• of the amendments brought forward by the hon. 
member for South Brisbane; but he thought 
that on the whole question there was a great deal 
to be said on both sides. Under the old system 
of land-orders great abuses did exist, and were 
perpetrated so that many people who saw those 
abuses could not view with favour the reYival 
of the system; especially as the Government were 
endeavouring to amend the immigration system 
in such a libe1·almanner. He thought, therefore, 
it would be advisnble for the hon. member to 
withdraw the amendments. He did not think 
they formed a complement to the Bill under 
consi<leration. He gave the hon. member credit 
for a sincere desire to improve the Bill and deal 
honestly with the subject ; but he thought it 
would be better that they should not be pressed. 
He must say, at the bame time, that even if the 
amendments were passed he had not much faith 
in the operation of the system. But they formed 
no complement to the Bill, and therefore in the 
interests of legislation they had better be with
drawn. 

Mr. STEVENSON said it seemed that there 
was a slight difference of opinion between Minis
ters on that question. It was a strange thing 
tlmt the Premier and his colleagues did not find 
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that out bef<)re. The amendments to the Bill
a Bill which ought to be called a Bill for the in
troduction of Germans and for reducin~ the 
price of labour in the culony--as proposed l~y the 
hon. member for South Brisbane, were, he be
lieYed, accepted by the Premier for the purpose 
of throttling the Bill. It was a most extraordi
nary position for _Ministers to place themselves 
in. The Premier supported the amendments ; 
the Minister for Lands was entirely against 
them ; and now the Treasurer cut in between 
the two and tried to pour oil on the troubled 
waters by asking the ban. member to withdraw 
them. \Vhy clid not the Premier tell the hon. 
member for South Brisbane that he could not 
accept them in the first instance? It was evident 
that the hon. member for South Brisbane got 
a certain amount of encouragernentr or else 
he would not have introduced the amend
ments. After getting the hon. member to bring 
them forward with the object of throttling 
the Bill, the Premier found that there was 
a difference of opinion on the subject. The 
hon. gentleman now saw what he did not see 
before. He intended that the Bill was to be 
a measure to soothe the friends of the hon. 
member for Jl.fackay up north-a measure that 
\vould prevent them frmn turning ruund ao-ainst 
him-hut now, when he found tile plante~s did 
not care about the Bill, because it would not 
supply the want created by the deficiency of 
kanaka labour, he would like to do away 
with it altogether ; and therefore he got the 
hon. member for South Brisbane to propose those 
amendments, knowing perfectly well that his 
supporters would not agree to tbem, and conse
quently he would have an excuse for doing away 
with the Bill altogether. He contended that 
the Premier should let hon. members know what 
he meant to do with the Bill-whether he meant 
to pass it, whether he intended to accept the 
amendments, or whether he agreed with his 
hon. colleague the Treasurer, and would advise 
the hon. member for South Brisbane to with
draw them. The Committee ought to know the 
position they were placed in; and that informa
tion should be given by the hon. the Premier 
himself, as he was in charge of the Bill. 

Mr. JORDA~ said he should be sorry if he 
found himself in a minority, and in opposition to 
hon. gentlemen on his own side of the House. 
"A house divided against itself cannot stand." 
He had .always recognised that principle, and 
voted. with his party, unless on a question of 
consCience, where he felt compelled to vote against 
them ; and that had happened only once in 
his lifetime. He did not intend to· press the 
amendment to a division, because he had 
gathered from the sense of the Committee that 
it was not acceptable. He dared say it did 
appear-especially from some remarks that had 
fallen from hon. gentlemen oppo;;ite-a piece 
of presumption that an humble member of the 
House should have attempted to introduce 
those clauses, and tack them on the Immi"ra
tion Act Amendment Bill under consideration. 
But he must say that he had had a little 
encouragement to do so-but not from the Gov
ernment in any way. But he remembered that 
when the present Premier introduced those sam~ 
clauses into the diseussion on the Immigration 
Act Amendment Bill of 18H2, Sir T. Mcllwraith 
said that he sh:mld have no objection to give 
£20 as a bonus m money to those persons who 
paid their own passages and came to the colony. 

An HONOURABLE MEi\IBE!l : No he did not. 
Mr. JORDAN: He could not refer to the 

hon. gentleman's words at thn,t moment; but no 
doubt he would remember them. 'rhat was the 
principle of endeavouring to attract people to 
the colony from the other side of the g·lobe by 

bonuses; and the hon. the Premier having 
introduced very similar clauses to those he had 
now submitted, of course he thought that his 
proclivities were in that direction. He should 
be very sorry indeed to see members of the 
Government voting on opposite sides, and to 
think that he had taken any action that would 
necessitate such a course. He would therefore, 
with leave of the Committee, withdraw the 
amendment. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
On clause 5-" Short title"-
The HoN. Sm T. MolL WRAITH said the 

hon. member for South Brisbane no doubt 
thought he was quoting him correctly when he 
said that he (Sir T. Mcllwmith) had advocated 
a £20 land-order when the Immigration Bill 
was before the House in 1882 ; !Jut he was 
quite sure the hon. gentleman had not 
read the whole of the debate, because his 
contention was-and he defeated the Opposi
tion at that time on all the clauses then 
introduced, which were exactly similar to those 
introduced by the hon. member-he admitted 
that, under certain circumstances, he would give 
an £8 or £10 land-order in preference to certain 
provisions contained in clause 17. He saw, on 
reference to the debate, that it said he men
tioned £20 ; but if the hon. gentleman looked 
through the debate he would see that it was 
£8 or £10, and that he (Hon. Sir T. Mcll
wmith) was consistent in that all through 
the discussion. He might say that he did not 
correct his speeches; he left that to the 
reporters. He was not like the Premier, who 
spent more time in correcting his speeches than 
in making them. He did not think it right that 
hon. members should be allowed to correct their 
speeches. The matter ought to be left entirely 
to the reporters, and if an hon. member found a 
mistake in his speech that was worth calling 
attention to he was perfectly justified in doing 
so in the House. But he held that hon. 
members were not justified in correcting their 
proofs. As a matter of principle he had 
refrained from doing so for a long time. He 
helieYed it led to had reporting. If anyone 
considered the matter they would see that it 
must do so. If the reporters had the privilege 
of getting their proofs corrected by the mem
bers themselves, it must necesbarily-in spite 
of what the reporters might say to the contrary
lead to laxity that would not otherwise occur. He 
always left himself in the hands of the reporters, 
and did not think that any hon. member should 
he allowed the privilege of correcting his proofs. 
Before the clause was passed, he might be 
allowed to congratulate the hon. the Treasurer 
upon making a statement that was certainly not 
premature. He had intimated that the home
stead clauses were going to be reintroduced 
in the Land Bill. \Vhy, hon. members knew 
that the other day ! They knew it even before 
the Minister for Lands himself-two clays ago. 
The hon. gentleman must see that he was only a 
tool in the hands of other people who were work
ing him. There would be a good many other 
clauses introduced into that Bill before it 
passed. 

The PREMIER said he did not propose to 
depart from the subject before the Committee, 
by going into the question of the homestead 
clauses, which hon. memhers would have the 
opportunity of reading for themselves to-morrow 
morning. He rose to take exception to the 
statement by the ban. the leader of the Opposi
tion, with respect to the correction of Hansn1·d 
proofs. Had the hon. gentleman not corrected 
any speech of his own this session or last session ? 

The HoN. Sm 'r. MciLWRAITH: No; not 
one. 
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The PREMIER : Since. when had the hon. 
gentleman given it up? 

The Hm;. Sm T. MciLWitAITH: Two or 
three years ago. 

The PRKMIEH : It was perfectly well known 
that the lwn. gentleman, when he made an 
important speech, corrected it before it got into 
HansrtJ·d. But he dicl not care whether the hon. 
gentleman did so or not. He thought that if 
Hansro·d was to be a correct record of what took 
place in the House every reasonaLle step shoulcl 
be taken to see that it was correct. It was no 
di~paragernent to a. reporter, if he n1arle a 1ni:->take, 
that that mistake shonld be corrected. He clicl 
not ancwer those hon. members who could them
selves condescend to the dishonesty of altering a 
speech after they had made it; he did not 
answer hon. members who conld clescend to that 
dishonesty and impute it to others. The hon. 
member for J\fulgmve took a different view, 
and said he left the matter entirely tci the 
reporters. He (the Premier) did not take that 
view. He held thett reporters, however skilful 
they might be, were lial1le to fall into errors, and 
hon. members were therefore perfectly justified in 
correcting the mistakes they made. At the Slime 
time he thought it was entirely unjustifillble for 
any hnn. member, in correcting a proof, to alter 
anything he himself had ~'lid that was wrong. 
If he had made a mistake it should appear in 
the records of the House. He wets only justified 
in seeing that the speech recorded was what he 
had said. On t!J,,t question he (the Premier) 
was not single in the view he held. 

The Hox. SIR T. :!\tcTLWHAITH said the 
hon. gentleman need not have answered him so 
warmly as he had done, because there was not 
one word he said that could impute dishonesty 
to the hon. gentleman. 

The PREJVIIER : I did not refer to that at all. 
The Hox. SIR T. MoiLWRAITH: He did 

not hint for one moment that the hon. gentleman 
altered his •peeches. ·what, he did say was that 
he spent more time in correcting them than he 
did in makins them. But he could tell the hon. 
gentleman tlus : that the way in which he cor
rected his speeches was an offence to the Hmhe. 
He sa,t at the table correcting his speeches when 
he ought to be attending to the business of the 
House, and he did it in a way which could not 
help offending members even on his own side of 
the House. He took up a position which 
sometimes led to intenuptions, and there 
wets a good deal that might be complained of in 
that respect. He differed entirely from the hon. 
gentleman with regard to the correction of 
speeches. He thought it was a bad system, 
which had cropT>ed up as other abuses had. 
The hon. gentleman was quite wrong in say
ing that he (Sir T. Mcilwraith) had corrected 
his speeches this year. He hacl not done so. 
In fact, he never opened the parcel containing 
his proofs, and had not done so for a long time 
-not, he thought, since the session before letst. 
He never did correct his proofs very much. 
He confined his corrections to what were always 
admitted to be matters that could not pos
sibly be correctly reported -that was, to figures. 
'\Vhen he made a financial statement he had 
always consented to give figures and to correct 
them afterwards. He considered that to be 
actually necessary ; but in ordinary reporting 
correcting proofs led to any but the best results. 
He was not accusing any hon. member of altering 
his speeches, but it must necessarily, from the 
nature of things, lead to laxity in reporting. 

The PREMIER said that was merely a 
difference of opinion. When he spoke warmly, 
he did not in any way refer to the hon. gentle
man. He did not understand him to impute 
dishonesty, but the hon. gentleman did not 

control his frien<h who were continually, not on 
that night only but on many occasions, willing 
to impute dishonesty to others. As to the 
lecture on decorum, and the length of time he 
took to correct his proofs, he did not think 
that was worthy of the hon. gentleman. The 
stettement was absurd. Certainly he never sat at 
the table without hearing all that went on, and 
being· prepared to take his p>ert in the discussion. 

Mr. MORE HEAD said the word "con
descension" was getting rather too big a mouth
ful for the hon. leader of the Government. He 
did not know whether hem. gentlemen on that 
side of the Committee condescended, or those on 
the opposite side condescended; but all he knew 
was, that the sbttement made by the leader of 
the Opposition was absolutely trne ets reg·arded 
the time that was taken hy the hon. the Premier 
in correcting his speeches. He thought that if 
he would. correct his speeches first and make 
them afterwards it would possibly be better. 
He was perfectly certain that the hem. gentleman's 
speeches as thev were delivered in that Chamber, 
and as they "'Pl;eared in the corTectecl edition of 
Ha)(sanl, showed a great diversity. He bad seen 
the hon. gentleman sit at the table, certmnly 
for two hours ; notably the other night, when he 
was correcting the proofs of his speech on the 
Land Bill, he sat there for two hours and cor
rected the speech he made-or rather, to put it 
in another way, revised or re~\.Yrote it. He 
was perfectly certain that the accuracy of report
ing in the gallery was such that it cl id not require 
even such a slipshoel speaker as himself to tetke 
more than a few minutes to correct everythmg 
and send it up to the gttllery. If there was any 
doubt about that, the matter could be brought 
to an issue very easily by getting the Princi
pal Shorthand \Vriter at the bar of the House, 
>end having him asked the question as to 
the way in which proofs were corrected by 
different members of the House. There was a 
c;uestion at issue between the Premier and the 
leetder of the Opposition, and there was a differ
ence of opinion between the Premier and many 
hon. members on tbett side of the Committee, as 
regarded the way in which that hon. gentleman 
revised his speeches. The hon. Premier had 
shown that his condescension only went rlown to 
a certain point. He said there were some 
members in the Committee-be assumed that he 
did not attempt to cast any reflections upon those 
members who supported him, >md therefore he 
referred to members on the Opposition side
whom he would not condesceml to have >eny
thing to do with. That was really doing it in 
almost too lordly a way. He had always thought 
the pre,,ent wasaLibera1 Government, >end a Gov
ernment the leader of which would be happy to 
grasp the hand of the ''horny-handed son of toil." 
But it seemed to be quite different. It seemed 
that the hon. gentleman was like the creature 
described by Hotspur, that came between him 
and-he could not exactly recall the words, but 
the hon. gentleman would know what he meant
that there was some fellow who came between 
him and interfered between him and his 
nobility, and that such a man must stand 
»side ; th>et he was only going to argue with 
-not his equals, because he had no eqn>els
but, at any rate, only with people that he would 
deign to cross ideas with. As for the riff-mff 
rabble-the fools-as he described one member 
of the Opposition, they must stand out of his 
way; the Liberal leader woulcl have nothing to 
dn with tbem. That was the leader of the people, 
the great Liberal, the man elected of the people. 
They had come to a sorry pass, indeed, if 
the people of the colony were to be led by 
such a man. They had been told of the 
traditions that attached to the unfortunate race 
from which the hem. gentleman was descended. 
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He hc,ped, at "'ny rate, that the "larcenial" 
proclivities of his 1n·ngenitorK 1night not have 
been paSHed down to him. It was n rhyme 
t"'nght to all the children th"'t-

,, Talfy waR a "'dslunau, 
rl'afiy W<IS a 1hief, 
'l'nff,r came to my house, anr18tolc a leg of beef"-

anJ w on. The hon. gentleman would under
stand the natnre of what he had alluded to; and 
he would be willing, at any tilue, \V hen the hon. 
gentleman was in any doubt as to the nature of 
the allu~ion he made. to describe fully and 
fairly the source from which that allusion was 
derived. There was no doubt that it was 
a most unfortunate nationality to helong 
to. However, he was certain that if the 
hon. gentlernan rernained long in p(nver, 
even the traditional habits of his race 
wuuld not ennble him to take anything out of 
the Trea.;nry. It would ue leH so bare thnt, 
unless he stole the deficit or rm1 nway with the 
overdmft, there would be nothing left for him tn 
take; he was perfectly satisfied of that. \Vhat 
he wanted to point out to the hon. gentleman 
was, that althongh he nlight be a v-ery great 
statesman ;~-possibly he was ; he doubted it 
though, but he waH fL)')Stnning: the poHf·;ibility ;
he had no right, in his place in the Committee, to 
put upon one side nny member of the Committee, 
no matter who he 1night be. Every repre~enta
tiYe in the C01nn1ittee hall an e<1nal right to 
ouject to anything that might be stated even by 
the leader of the GoYemrnent, and he wns per
fectly certain tha,t, although there might be a 
small number on the Opposition side, there was 
not one who \vould not as~\ert his independence 
\vhen any such arrogance was shown as was 
exhibited by the Premier that night. 

Mr. ,TORDAN said he fPlt sure tha,t the hon. 
membm· for ninlgmve did not wish to accuse 
him of hnving wilfully misrepresented him. Hclil
·'"'"d very <listiuctly sai<l that the hon.member for 
nfulgrave stated he was in favour of giving a 
bonus in money of £20; but he would accept his 
explanation tlutt that was a misreport. He lmd 
understood that the reporters, from the fact that 
they sent proofs to members, wished to be assisted 
in the matter of figures partic11larly ; and as 
Hansrwd reports were const>tntly being <jtwted 
against hon. members by other hon. members, it 
seemed to him to be very important indeed that 
hon. members shoul<l have the privilege of correct
ing their speeches-not of nltering them, but cor
recting them-a,nd he hoped that the J!l"actice 
would not be laid >eside. 

Mr. FEHGUSOX 'aid he did not agree with 
the Bill, but he would like a little infornmtion 
upon one point. :Every member of the Com
mittee knew he did not care for the Bill, and the 
more he looked at it the more he disliked it. He 
was certctin it was the worst Bill that was ever 
brought before the Committee by the present 
Governil:Jent. It was a Bill which provided 
for a brge C[Uantity of imlentecl or low-paid 
Continental labour being introduced into the 
colony; and they knew very well that the planters, 
for whom that labour was intended, would ever be 
ready to take adv>entage of the Bill; in bet, 
hon. members were nware that they were already 
prepared to take ad vantage of h to a very large 
extent. He wished to !mow how frtr did the 
Government intend to go in that matter? Of 
how many thousand immigTants a year di<l they 
propose to pay the passage, suppo."ing the planters 
were prepared to indent them? Hon. members 
knew thnt tho•e labourers were to ue introduced at 
the expense of the taxpayer. Then how far were 
the taxpayers of the colony to be taxed for the 
purpose of introducing free inunigrants? The 
hon. the Premier hintself had tolL! them that the 

Bill was to be applied, first, to foreign countrie 
such aR Sweden, Den1nark, Norway-~ 

The PREI\IIER : No. 
Mr. FEHGUSON said he nmlerstood the hem. 

gentlmnan to say f:;O, He under,tood that it was 
to be applied to those countries, rtnd others, 
including Italy, he l•elieved, and ( :ermnny. "\Vel!, 
how far were the Governrnent prepared to tax 
the taxpayers of the colony to bring people of 
that kind into the country? That was what 
he wanted to know before the Bill was ]Jassed. 

The PHEMIER said the <[Uestion was asked 
the previous day, and answ.ered as fully as pos
sible. It wns impo:;sible to say how many rtppli
cations there would be. He had not the slightest 
idea how many there woul<l be. Some hon. 
gentlemen on the other side of tne House 
appeared to think that there would be no appli
cations-that the Bill would be a dead-letter. 
Certainly they did not propose to introduce an 
enormous number; the first twelve months there 
would not be more than two thousand at the 
outside, perhaps not so many. He did not know 
how many would be applied for. If the number 
applied for was likely to be injurious to the 
country, the Government would hold their band. 
They did not pro]J<"e to expend money without 
the sanction of Parliament. 

Mr. BEATTIE said he thought hon. members 
would l1e very glad if the hon. the Premier could 
give then1 some inforrru.ttion as to ho\V rnany free 
immigrants had been introduced into the colony 
during the laHt eighteen rrwnths-innnigrants 
for whom no money had been received by the 
Government. They had hem·d a good deal of 
talk about the introduction of free immigrants. 
He wns not afraid that those people would work 
for very low wages. Hon. members might 
depend upon it tlmt after indented labourers came 
here they would be perfectly satisfied that their 
agreements were in nccordance with the general
the ruling rate of wages in the colony. 'l'hey 
would have the necessary information before 
they entered into an agreement. If the people 
of the K orth who re<juired cheap labour applied 
to the Government for indented labourers, he 
thought, and had always thought, that it would 
he the duty of the Government, first, to try Eng
Ja,nd, Ireland, and Scotland, and then go to the 
Continent-~ 

Mr. MOitEHEAD: They say they will not. 
1\Ir. BEATTIE said he never heard the 

Premier say that. He had heard the hon. gentle
man stat.e that he intended to go to England, 
Ireland, and Scotland, although he said there 
was great difficulty in getting agricultural 
labourers; and he (Mr. Beattie) had no reason 
to doubt that statement, seeing the high authority 
from which the hem. gentleman obtained his 
information. He did not think it would be 
advisnble to lenve the getting of the class of 
lauourers to be introduced under the Bill to the 
shipping ngents, as he was perfectly satisfied 
thnt they would fill their ships very quickly, 
as they used to do when the Blackball line 
existed ; and hon. gentlemen knew what 
cla•s of labour those shippers introduced 
when the laml-order system was in force. He 
would be very sorry to see the power given to 
shipowners to act as assistant immigration 
agents. He had no fear that the Bill woulcl be 
the means of bringing out the low class of lauour 
which hon. memhers opposite-particularly the 
hon. memuer for Rockhampton-seemed to f<,'itr. 
If applications were made for indented labourers, 
it would be the duty of the Government to 
have the whole matter expbined to the men 
whom it was intended to indent. 

JHr. ,TORDAX said he did not wish to pro· 
tract the debate, but he must refer to an e:rror 
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into which the hon. member who had just sat 
down had fallen. The hon. g-entleman said that 
the owners of the Blackball line were permitted 
to fill their ships with immigrants. Thttt was a 
mistake. The fact of the m<>ttcr was that the 
selection of immigrants under the old system 
was left to the Agent-General until 1865, when 
the colony commenced to build its r<>ilways. 
Then that officer got an order to set aside all cer
tificates and forms as to the selection of navvies, 
and the selection of that kind of labour was left 
to the railway contractors. The Commissioner 
for Immigration was deprived entirely of the 
power of selecting them. The objectionable 
people were not selected by him, nor by the 
owners of the Blackball line. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he did not ~uppose 
tre hem. member for l<'ortitude Valley could 
have been in his place la;;t evening, otherwise he 
would not have made the remarks he did just 
now, when he said he was perfectly certain that 
the Premier would go to the British Islands 
before going elsewhere for immigrants under the 
amending Bill. \Vhat he was about to read was 
what happened the previous evening. It was 
an unrevised and truthful statement of what 
h:tppened :-

" He (Hr.l\Iorehcacl) 'vonld therefore ask the Premier 
whether he wonld accept sueh amendments as 'vonld 
admit of the British Islands being exhausted 1Jcfore he 
went further afield for the immigrants he proposed to 
bring ont? 

"The PRK~UIER: Xo, :Mr. l~raser." 
He had nothing else to say. 

~Ir. FEHGUSON said it seemed to him that 
there was no limit to that class of labour, 
according to the answer just given by the 
Premier. The number of labourers to be intro
duced simply depended upon the number in
dented by the planters. Hon. members knew 
that the Bill was brought forward especially to 
accommodate the planters, and they knew that 
the planters would indent labourers at the lowest 
rate they could get them, and that in the coun
tries where it was intended to go for the 
labourers they could get them in thm"ancls 
at a few shillings a week. The result would 
be that the planters would keep indenting 
every six months, because as fast as the 
labourers came they would leave them. He 
would guarantee that not 25 per cent. would 
remain on the plantations six months after 
their arrival ; so that, as he had already said, 
the vlanters would keep indenting- away every 
six months. He knew that from his own expe
rience. He had employed men who had served 
three months in gaol. They had engaged for 
twelve months at £1 a week on a sugar planta
tion, but left before they had served their time. 
They would rather, as some of them told him, 
serve their twelve months in gaol. He had em
ployed them after they had been three months 
in gaol, in order that they might get a pound 
or two, and be able to clear out of the dis
trict, which many of them did, some going to 
New South Wales. What he wanted to know 
W<1S whether the Government were pr€pared to 
bring to the colony as many immigrants as the 
planters were prepared to indent, and the 
answer given by the Premier was to the effect 
that there would be no limit-that it would rest 
with the planters themselves. 

The PREMIJ£R said it was unfortunate that 
he was unable to make himself understood ; but 
the fact was that he had expressed the very 
O!Jl'osite-that it would not rest with the 
planters. He said that the Government would 
not allow the planters to bring out as many as 
they pleased; that the Treasury was not to be at 
the disposal of the planters, but that the system 
woulcl he canied out under Government super
vision. It was absurd tu suppose thlLt people 

would be allowed to bring out as many as they 
chose. That was a system which was put a 
stop to when the present Government came into 
office, and he could assnre the Committee that 
the Government intended to maintain n strict 
control over the expenditure on immigration. 

The Hos. Srn T. MciL WRAITH said the 
remarks of the hon. member only showed how 
useless was the Bill. If it was good for 1,000, 
was it not much better for 10,000? The hon. 
gentleman's remarks in reference to the Bill 
reminded him of the nnrse in " JYiiclshivman 
Easy," who said, "Excuse the thing; it is so 
small." 

Mr. BLACK said he might give the Premier 
some sort of idea what number would in all 
probability he required. At present there were 
about U,OOO Polyne•li<tns in the country. 

The PilEMIER : More than that. 
Mr. BLACK said there were about 9,000 or 

10,000, exclusive of the time-expired men who had 
received certificates of exemption and the terms 
of their agreements extended over three years. 
Kow, they might assume that 3,000 of those 
Polynesians returned to the islands annually, and 
that their places would have to be supplied 
by the new indented labour, of which the Gov
ernment said they intended to give an ample 
supply. No doubt the Pacific Island labour, 
judging from present appearances, was not likely 
to last ; and, asr;uming that the principles 
advocated by the Government were successful, 
and that the European labour would adapt 
itself to plantation work, it would require 3,000 
indented European labourers to take the place of 
the 3,000 PolynesianR who were leaving annually. 
Then there was anotherthingto be taken into con
sider~ttion. He did not think he exaggerated when 
he said about 50 per cent. of the indented labour 
would not fulfil their agreements ; that, as soon 
as they became acquainted with the language 
and capabilities of the colony, they would break 
their agreements in the hope of participating in 
the higher wages which prevailed in other parts 
of the colony. He was certain that it was not 
the intention, nor would it be the intention, of 
the planters to put those men into gaol. If they 
did their work willingly they would receiYe the 
same treatment which Europeans always received 
at the hands of their employer" ; but if they 
showecl. an inclination to break their agree
ments the Premier need have no apprehen· 
sion tht'tt he would have to build gaols in 
which to confine them, because the planters 
would let them go. To provide for the 50 
per cent. who would break their agreements, 
they would require 50 per cent. in addition to 
the 3,000 he had a~ready mentioned to keep up 
the supply. Therefore he was not going beyond 
the prO]Je'r estimate when he said that between 
4,000 and 5,000 would require to be indented 
annually to take the place of the coloured men 
on the plantations. In estimating that number 
he did not take into consideration the possibility 
of anv further extension of the industry. The 
numbers he had quoted were merely those 
required to take the place of the existing coloured 
labour. If the industrv should extend-and he 
was sure it was the ho1;e of every hon. member 
and of the people of Queensland that it 
should extend, under proper conditions- if 
the industry was to make any extension 
beyond its present position, it would require 
a largely augmented number of those labourers. 
\Vith regard to the source of supply whence 
the labour was to be brought, he might 
safely say-and any impartial member would 
readily admit-that labour from England, Ire· 
land and Scotland was not to be got to work at 
the 'rates which the present condition of the 
sugar industry would allow the planters to pay. 
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Those rates were about 10s. or 12s. a week-10><. 
a week for the first twelve months and 12". 
a week for the "econd year-and their own 
countrymen would not work at tho"e rates; but 
he believed that there were thousand" to be got 
on the continent of .Europe who would gladly 
accept them. They would be perfectly prepared 
to sign agreen1ents at hmne to work in (~ueen~ln.nd 
for one or two years; but he very much doubted 
whether those men would be inclined to fulfil their 
agreements when they came to the colony and 
found that the rate of wages paid to men who 
were physica1ly not more capable than them
selves was very much higher. They would find 
out what the diggers were getting; \V hat -were 
the wages of labouring rnen on the rail way~, and 
of able-bodied men through0ut the colony; and 
it was not in human nature to belie,-e that any 
European, even from the most despotic country, 
after getting a taste of the free institutions of 
the colony, would settle down to work at a low 
rate of wages when people of the same colour 
were receiving 50 per cent. or lOO per cent. more. 

Mr. MOHEHEAD said he believed that after 
the Bill passed they were going on with the 
Defence Bill ; but perhaps the two could be run 
in common. Could they not indent some cheap 
foreigners to do the fighting under the provisions 
of the Bill ? Could they not indent a substitute? 
Would it not be very much better to defend the 
colony by the indenting clauses of the Bill? He 
thought that would be a good way of defending 
the colony, and therefore he suggested the possi
bility of working the Bill before the Committee 
in connection with the Defence Bill. He was 
perfectly certain that the Bill as it stood did 
not meet with the apprO\·al of a large section of 
the community ; therefore he would ask the 
Premier whether, if eight or ten individuals 
elected to indent Danes, Norwegians, Swedes, or 
Germans to take their places as portions of the 
defence force, that would be within the meaning 
of the Bill should it become law? 

Mr. GRULES said the hon. member for 
Mackay had calculated that the Government 
would have to make provision for the labour 
done now by 3,000 kanakas, by introducing 3,000 
la.bourers from Europe. But he thought that 
500 men with proper implements and good 
horses, as far as the cultivation of cane was con
cerned, would be ample to do the work of 3,000 
~anakas. Hn had been amongst the plantations 
m the K orth, and he knew that on some of them 
the work had to be done by hand labour. Very 
often the workmen had to skip over a rock 
the length of the table, on which there was 
no more soil than there was dust on the carpet. 
That was on some plantations ; and if they did 
not get very cheap labour- those plantations 
would have to go to the wall. There was no 
doubt about that; and he looked forward to see
ing a number of plantations in the K orth failing, 
as, if they could not be sold, they would have to 
be given up in about two years, simply because 
they could not be cultivated. As soon as the 
couch-grass got amongst those stones there 
would be no getting rid of it, and the land 
would have to be abandoned. As far as the 
ordinary cane-land was concerned-that was, 
alluvial soil--one English or European labourer 
who understood the use of his implement,, and 
was provided with good implements and a good 
horse to work them, would be able to do the 
work of six kanakas. 

l\Ir. STEVENSOK said the question raised 
by the hon. member for Rockhampton, and 
which had been so unsatisfactorily answered 
by the Premier, had opened up new ground. 
The hon. member for }iackay had stated 
the number of Germans, or whatever class 
of immigrants were to be introduced, who 

would be required to take the place of the 
kanakas on the sugar plantations; but he did 
not know that the Dill was simply intended 
to bring in Germans for the sngar-pbnters. He 
understood that he could go and indent those 
Ger1nans for his :-;tation, if he chm:;e, just as well 
as the hon. member for J\Iackay could for his 
plantation. Where was it g-oing to end? If 
thoi;;e 1nen \vere to be brought out silnply 
for the planters they should be confined to 
the sugar plantations as the kanalms were 
now. He could not see where the Premier 
was goiug to draw the line. As the leader 
of the Opposition had said, if it was good for 
1,000 it ought to be go()d for 10,000; and if it was 
a bad Bill it should be thrown out at once. The 
hon. Premier might tell them that he could hold 
hi5 hand ; but if it was a good thing for one 
man to have those labourers it was a good thing 
for another to ha Ye them. The Bill was a Bill 
to introduce cheap labour into the colony-all 
over the colony-not only for the sugar-planter, 
but for any man who liked to introduce it. 

Question put and passed. 
On Schedule F, as follows :-

Scole qf Poymenl!:;for Indented Pru;sa{les. 
For males between Lhe ages of twelve and forty years, 

£1 each; 
For females between those ages, whether wives of 

indented labourers or tltcm,:;;clvcs indented, £1 each; 
Por cllil{lrcn of an indented htbonrer, under the age of 

twelve yrars. 10s. each; 
For all above the age of forty years, the full amount 

of passage money. 

The PRE}IIER said that on the second read
ing of the Bill it was pointed out that there 
might he an error in the ages, and that forty 
years would be too low. He then intimated 
that he thought so too, and that he was pm pared 
to increase it. He thought forty-five would be 
a much better age. It was also suggested, in 
the course of the debate last night, that it might 
not be attempted to employ children in the field
work. He hoped that would not be attempted, 
and he thought it should be indicated that 
children umler fifteen years of age should not be 
engaged as indented labourers. He proposed to 
alter the ages in the schedule to between 
"fifteen'' and "forty-five." He moved, there
fore, that the word "twelve" in the 1st lin~ of 
the schedule should be omitted, with a view of 
inserting the word "fifteBn." 

Amendment agreed to. 
The PR EMI:ER moved that the word "forty" 

in the 1st line be omitted, with a view of insert
ing the word " forty-five." 

Mr. JORDA~ said he would suggest that the 
Premier alter the word to '' fifty" instead of to 
"forty-five," as he thought that would be 
very much better. It might be perhaps because 
he was himself an old man, but he thought that 
when a man was fifty he was in his prime. A 
man of fifty was likely to have sons and 
daughters who would be very valuable to the 
colony, and he thought it was a pity, therefore, 
that a man of fifty should be practically ex
cluded, as would be the case if the Premier's 
amendment was accepted. 

The PHEJVIIER said he thought forty-five 
was old enough, as they looked forward to the 
men who were brought out under the Bill settling 
in the country themselves for some considerable 
time. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he would have agreed 
with the hon. gentleman bad he accepted the 
suggestion made to him to bring out people of 
their own race. But when he found that the 
Emperor of Germany lived to the age of eighty 
years, and as the Bill was intended to import 
Gerrnans, and Gerrrmns only, he quite agreed 
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with the hon. member for South BriKbane that 
they should make the nge fifty year.,, or even '1 

later periorl than that. He wunld point out 
to the Premier a story which he thought he had 
told the Hon.'e before. It was gathel'ed from 
the pageR of a great writer-he thought, either 
Artemus Ward or Mark Twain. 'rhe mnratm 
of tl.1e story was dP 'crihed as ~eeing a, pilgri1n:1ge 
settmg forth-or, rather, he met it on the way, 
and '"ked the leader of the carav,cn what the 
pilgrilns were going forth for to do. The ml::J\ver 
was that they were going- forth \Vetit, to 
open up a new settlement. The nnrmtor st>W 
arnongst those who were in this pilgritn hndy a 
very aged 1nan-a 11Ul.rl1 Finch as he fancied wonld 
be like some hnn. members whu harl SJ>oken on 
the other side of the Committee. The narrator 
asked, and very naturally, "\Vhcreforc bring 
ye out this old gentle1uan "!'' The leader of the 
<:'tmwan said-" We do everything perfectly in 
Arnoric~. \Ve have perfected our ~chmue, Pund we 
a.re taJdng over thiR old gentle1nan \Vith ns to open 
the cemetery." If it wa; proposed to have men of 
fifty brought out here to open cemeteries, he <1nite 
~tgreed \vith the mnenchnent Hnggested by the 
hon. member for South Brisbane. He thuught, 
however, they should stick to ''forty-five" ancllet 
fifty-ye:tr-old 111en gP, nnleHK they could give 
them a guamntee that they wonlcl be buried at 
their own expense. He should have preferred 
himself that the hon. the Premier had left the 
age at forty. However, he .snpposecl, aH he had 
amended his own Bill, and as he proLably knew 
its weak points best, they had l>etter accept his 
amendment. 

1-\.n1endment agreed to. 

The P Rl£i\1IEH said he wi:;hecl to move the 
snb~titution of" £2" for'' £1" in the bt line of the 
second column. It had been said in the course 
of the debate that persons desiring to introcluce 
in1n1igrant~ \vould be willing to vay that anwunt, 
and he thought it would be by no means too 
large an arnount. 

A1nendrnent agreed to. 

The PHEMIEH moved the substitution of 
the wor<l "fifteen" for the word "twelve" in 
the 7th line of the schedule. 

A1nenchnent ngreed to. 

The PREJYTIER said that, as they h:td in
creased the rate to £2 for adults, he now moved 
that it be increased from 10s. to £1 for children. 

l\Ir. l\IOREHEAD sairl one would think the 
hon. gentlernan wn~ ~:;peaking after dinner ; he 
appeared to du!Jlicate everything. He had com
pletely changer the whole attitude of the Bill by 
his amendments in the schedule. vV onld be 
give thern any reason for alteri11g it? It w:1s 
the backbone of the Bill, and, if he was going to 
take it out, it would be as well to let the jelly
fish flop down and hc,ve clone with it. . 

Mr. LTSSNER said he had been taunted by 
the Premier on the previous eveninr' by the 
remark that he would be call<'Ll a fool by his 
children for not voting for the lhll ; but they 
would not do so now, as it W:t8 r1uite a different 
Bill. 

Amendment agreed to. 
The PREMIJ<;R moved that the wrwds" forty

five'' be substituted for "forty" in the last line. 
A1nencln1ent a,greed to. 

Mr. BLACK said it would be more in accord
ance with the Premier's former amendments if 
he had doubled the passage-money of all above 
forty-five. 

Mr. MOHEHEAD : Or doubled the ages. 
The PHEMIER said he would like to be able 

to give the hem. member credit for having some 
serious purpose in his remarks. He had explained 

once or twice the difference between this scheclule 
and that of the existing _._4..ct. '"rhe adrniniRtra
tion of the Bill waR, of course, an e11tirely different 
thing front the Hinall alteratimn; contained in it. 
If hon. gentlernen de~irocl, be 'voulcl agttin explain 
the variation,; from the r·resent Act. 

Ho:s-OF!UBLE J\IJDfBE!tS on the Opposition 
Benches : Hear, hear! 

The PHE:\IIER :;air! that the present Act 
contained i>, :::lchedule ll, originally framed for 
nntninnted pa.'~~engers. ThotJe pa.tlHengers 111ight 
Le of.,wy Bge; they might he the parents of the 
nrnuinatorR, or they nlight be their grandchildren. 
\Vhen dealing with the queotion of indented 
laJJOnrers, a change \Vas n1ade in 1882. LT p to 
that time the clitnRe dealing with the subject 
lmd fix eel the price at £6 for adulte- that 
was to say, all above twelve years old-and £3 
for children below tlmt age. By the Act 
of 1882 it was prop 1scd to reduce the rates 
to £2 for male adults over forty, and to £1 for 
fen1alcs, with 8mne other variations; lJnt, 
instead of inserting a new schedule, the 
schedule applicable to nominated passengers 
wao used, and the reeult was that the only 
provbion that was 111ad.e was for bringing out 
indented pa~·,eng·en; then1selves, ancl not their 
wives an cl children. \V hat the Government 
tle"'ired to rl o wn.-; to bring out 1na.rrierl nten with 
fmnilie~., who would be more likely to become 
JlCrmanent coloniNts; and it was with that id<·a 
th,ct the schedule was altered. That was the 
object of the Bill: but it was aloo Yery proper 
th"'t they should di·,cu" the mo,nner of its 
arlmini stmtion. The effect of the schedule as it 
stood would be that all indented labourers O\"er 
forty-five would have to pay the whole amount of 
the p:tssa.go n10ney. The C:hwcrnn1ent did not pro
pose to go lJeyond that. If the labourers were 
1n:1rried the Governntent would pay the pasRages 
of their wives and children at the rates fixed. 
'That would be the operation of the Bill. 

The Ho:-~. Srn T. J\IciLWHAITH said he 
wi~hed to correct the hon. gcntlmnan upon one 
point. He harl de-;cribed what he s:tid was the 
intention of the Act of 1f\82, but that Act opoke 
for itself. There was not the slightest intention 
umler that Act to pay for indented labourers 
under fifteen. The only men contemplated 
were labourers, and they were paid for at 
£2. The part of the scheclule dealing with 
children did not apply to imlented labourers; 
it was not applicable, nor was it meant to Le 
applic<tble.e The hon. gentleman w:tnted them 
to infer that that schednle was intended to lee 
applicable to children, but it was not, as it was 
never intended to indent children a' labourers. 

The PREMIEH said he considered that a 
great defect in the Act of 1882 was that it 
did not provide for paying the passages of the 
wives of labourers. 

The HoN. Sm T. J\IciLWRAITH said the 
hrm. gentleman had not ad verted to another 
point. \Vhy did the hon. gentlemn<1 alter the 
scale of payment from £2 to £1, and then, when 
he altered the schedule, go back again from £1 
to £2? 

The PRE:\IIEH said he had explained that 
all Lefore. 'The desire was to show what 
itppeared to have been n mistaken idea-to show 
a speci:tl kindness to certain persons. It had 
"ince been pointed out that £2 could 'l'ery well 
be paid. He was convinced by the argument, 
and therefore adopted the euggestion. 

Mr. J3LACK said that if the hon. member 
referred to the sugnr-planters, and thought that 
they wanted ttny special kindnef>>< shown to 
them, he was wofnlly mistaken. If he 
thought that the planters were going to accept 
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his kindness by paying £1 a head for labourers, 
and throw the responsibility of introducing 
cheap labour npon them, he never made a 
greater mistake in his life. The sugar-planter 
wanted none of that sort of kindne,s, which W;l,S 

going· to he the ruin of the working men of the 
euuntry. 

( lnestion put and pa";ed. 
l'rmtmblc put :tnd pct'sed. 

'J'he lluu.,e re,;nmed, am! the CH.\11\ll.l:-.- re
ported the Bill, with amendrnenl.s; the report 
w;cs adopte<l, and the third reading of the Bill 
made rm Order of the lhty for to-mnJT0\1". 

ADJOt:"RXl\IENT. 
'!'he PRE'\1IER, in moving the adjournment 

of the House, said if there was any time after the 
diaposal of private business to-morrow he hoped 
tu l1e able to make some progress with the Defence 
Bill. He took that opportunity of saying, with 
reference to the marine force, that he proposed 
to introdnce one or two amendments for the 
purpose of m;1,king the provisions relating· to 
that force more distinct. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: When 
will the amendments be distributed? 

The PllE:\HER said they would be ready 
to-morrow. They'would not differ in form from 
anything in the Bill at present. They provided 
for the better application of one or two clauses 
to the naval force. 

The House adjourned at four minutes to 10 
o'clock. 




