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57G Estimatu; jiJI' J'ea1' lStJ.l.-3. [ASSEMBLY.] Esti~~tutes foJ' l"caJ' 1881-5. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEJ'dBLY. 
Tnesrlu !J, D /'1'r:ptemf;tJ', 188-1. 

J.lJ~onen of thr f.icrgrant~at-.\.rm:-:.~-Jlar_Y])rmnt::;ll T(nYn 
Hall Bill.-Skyrjn~ ~Road BHl.-~laryhoron~h IUn•
eonn:;e Bill.- --:\Ia.ry1JOrongh ~chool of Art~ Bill.-
Pet .. tiolL-};~tiuwte" fol' tllc Year lH~t~.i. --.:\Ie.-;~:q~i~" 
f"rom the Covernor. Pe1ition. -- IU;altl1 Bill ~tllin1 
l'i~ Hling.~-Immigration A et of l·St-!2 Aiuf•Ju1mcut Bill 

eollllll11 tee.--- .Adjonnunen t. 

The Hox. Sm 'l'. l\Iu1L\V1L\1TH: Jloc;; the 
hon. Treasurer intend nH1..k:iug any 1nution \dth 

1 reg·ard to the .Etitinu.tte~J to Le .~ent bac:k ? · 
The COLOXL\L TllEASL.TREE: Yeo; im

mediately·. 
'l'he Ho:-~. Sw T. J\LILWJL\ITH: '\\'hat is 

the uwtion ? 
The COLONIAL TnE"\SFHEH: That the 

reque~t contained in lli:s Excellency';; 1ue:-;~age 
be complied with. 

3 ,J~\~,~~:'KAKEH took the chair rtt lmlf-past ' The Hox. ::'IH T. J\fciLWJL\lTH: Tlw hon-
r.;entlerua,n onght to ha,-c explained what enur:-;e 
he propo-;es tu acl()J 1t. \V c are nnt goil)g to do 
thing·s in the rlark. I snlnuit that the Colo
nial' Tr8asur1 l' onght to have uutJe }Jitl tin··:t 
nwtion in Hnch a way that we 1uight nntlerstaud 
exactly what;,, "·anted. 

ABSE::'ICJ<: O'F THE SERGEAXT-AT
Alt:i\18. 

The SPB:AKER ;mnouncctl that lw h<t<l re
ceived " letter from the Serg-eant-at-Arm< in
for1lling- hin1 that he Wtt~ unnb1e, throngh illne.'-if.:, 
to di.-,eharge hi:-: Uutir~~. tmU requesting a \Veek 's 
le:1ve of nl>sence, which lmd !Jeell granter!. 
During that time, the Clerk As,;istant. }Jr. Ivory, 
had kindly consented to undertake the duties of 
the office. 

:\It-. BAILEY, as Chairrrwn, hronght np the 
lleport of the Select Committee appointed to 
in•1nireinto this Bill, and moved that it be] •rinterl. 

Question put and Jmssecl. 
The ~econd rending of the Bill was Inn.dc a,n 

Order of the Day for Thnr,;clay next. 

1Tr. DJ~ A._ TTIE, aK Chnirmmt, bronght np t.be 
Hcport of the Select Comtnittee :--q 1pointed to 
inqnlre intothi~ Bill, a.tHl nwvecl that it he printed. 

(/nestion put anrl paSHed. 
The second rearling of the Bill "'-"'' made an 

Order of the Day for Thurcclay next. 

:i\IAllYBOEO'GGH HACECOU1{SE BILL. 
:\Ir. }3,\ ILEY. as Chrtirman, brongl1t np the 

Report of tbe Helect Connuittce appoi11ted to 
in<Jnireintn this Bill, and lllo\·ed that it be printed. 

(/ueotion put and JH1S,-;crl. 
The second rervling" nf the Bill was n1ade an 

Order of the J)ay for Thursday next. 

MARYBOilOUGH SCHOOL O'B' AHTS 
BILL. 

::\Ir. lL\.ILEY JltP-f.:t'ntP.tl :1 petiti(!ll frnn1 the 
tru~teeR of n.n a1lotn1ent of lant1 granted for the 
purpn;:.;e of a School of .r--\.1-t~, at ._::\f rrryl1orough, 
to sell the :;.:mne, or a, pnrtion thereof, tqgeth, t' 

with the builrlings erer;terl thneon, anrl deYote 
the proceeds to the building of a new School of 
Arts. 

Petition read and received : a.n<l, on the n1otion 
nf :i\Ir. BAILEY, leave was given to introduce 
a Bill with the above object. 

PETITIO X. 
:\Ir. BLACK rmid he presented a petition 

from 1,3/4 residents of the--

J<:STBL\TES FOE TH.E YEAH 1884-.>. 
The SPEAKER annonneerl that he h;;d re

ceived n lll€8:-3<V!e frorn the (-iovernor ~tating 
that certain clerical errors had occnrrell in the 
J<~stimrrtc~ in-Chief for 1884-ii, which nccnmp ,nied 
His Excellency's message N n. 21 uf the 4th Sep
tetnbe:·, and tra.nsrnitting, for the crm~ideratirm of 
the I.Jegislative Asse1nbly, rtn1en(1ed T{Ktilnates-hl
Chief for 18K4-fi; also rer1nesting that the }esti
mates previously forw,trrled he returner!. 

The COLO:\L\L THEASlTJtEH (Hon .. f. R 
Didomn) lHovcd th<lt the Estirnates be printed 
ancl referred to Collllllittee of SHl'Plc·· 

(.{ue::;tiou pnt awJ paf-.!.-:; 1 d. 

The COLOXL\L TREA;.;UJZElt .1i•l: :\Ir. 
Rpeaker,-I nwve that the reque!)t coutained in 
1-IiN Excellency's nleRsag·e b,-, cmnplied \vith, flnd 
that an ;ulrlre,~., lm ]n·e~entecl to His J<;xcellency 

1 returning the l~stin1nte~ whic]l accornpa.nied his 
' forn1er mc3;.:nge. I will take thiH opportunity of 

explaining t}JH,t it \'i'n~ only to~day that n,n error 
1vas di:"icoverecl in the EHtimateH in conut'etion 
with the "':tlary of the Agent~Gcneral, Vi'hicb, 
ill;.:tc.ul of appearing in the orclirw.ry way, a'.; for 
tllc.c\.geut,(;euel~<1l's Office in London, has been 
iuaclvertently placed in the Schedules. I do not 
kuow ho•~; thb ca11H.'· to pas:::. It seAnl;; to baYe 
l.y-:.::n bv Rotue rni::;uiHlerf-'t ·nding through ..1\f r. 
G~nTicl~ being a lHmnber of the G.oYennnent. It 
ha.~ been tran:-;f<:rred, \vithout any autlJorit.y, to 
the Schedules, mHl con~eqnently we wish to 
re]~l:~uec it in its 1 ll'or•or 1 to::;ition under the bend~ 
in,~· "_..\,/er...t-General\:; Departn1ent." Then a.gain 
another -error b~· ":i m·i~ell in connection with the 
remodelling of the Registrar-ll eneral'H Oiiice, in 
thr formation of the new depnrtment of th@ He
gi,;trar of Titles. The salftl'y of the J\Iastm· of 
Tith" fm~ t1H; last nine 111nntht> ha~ been inndver~ 
tently mnittecl. Those two are the only crrc>r:i. 
They inere"se the C\['ell(litnre hy .t::300. 

The Hox. SJR T. ::VlciL\YJtAITH said: I am 
r;~ther ,;m·pri".d to hear the statement made by 
the hon. the Colonial Treasurer tlmt this error 
w.ts only discovered to-rby. I S>tW it before, 
when the l~stiumte8 "ere put into my hand the 
other day, but I ,lirl not then think it was an 
error. \Yhen I tirst "l\V the extraordinary 
annmmcen1ent nmrle in the Schedules that the 
"\gent-<-leneral had a sal:try of £l,ii00 a year, I 
took it that it was 1>:1rt of the very high-handed 
vrnceediHg of the (:}ovennuent, by w !1~id1 tl~ey 
rtppointed tht1t officer a. nwn1ber of the _j_~~xccutl\1 e 
Council. That wm; done by then1 without con
~ultin;.; P[Lrliauwnt, anrl lt (lid not cmne to m 'a bit 
strnnge that this ~a1ary got into the Schedule 
without the sanction of Parliament. I am per
fectlv confiuent that it did not get there through 
l<ny error on the part of the officers in the Trc~
:-mry. I noYcr fnr a, rnornent dn'JJut that 1t 
''/as a 1nere clerk tl error. \Yhy it \VUB not 
di~coverecl before i ', ::;urprisiug to 111e. 

The PRm\ln;g (Hon. S. W. Griffith) said: 
Ministers are not supposed to do the clerical 
work of their departments. \Vhen these .Esti
lYlibtc.-: \vere ln~t read by I\Iinititers there "'iVa~ no 
1nistake in theru; rtnd I thiuk, when 2\Iini~ter:-; 
have carefully revised their Estimates utd sPell 
tlHtt they are 1·ight, they are entitlecl t.o a> mme 
that no alteration will he made without commlt
ing them. The fact is as my hon. colleague has 
::~tateJ. liow tlw error aro~e T dn not kno"·. 

The Hox. 811{ T. :\JC'lL\VH,\ITH saitl: I ;ml 
not o11tof order, I thiuk, ia wllat I all! a bunt tu ~ay. 
T e ,.unot congratulate nur Clerk ~'u..;,:h;i.·n~t l:ILH)!t 

the r;ay iu whi~·h l16 ha:, ptrL;llued the duty of 
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Rorgra,nt-a.t-_Arn1f-> thi~ afternoon. I think it iR 
1 Jo"iti vdy iude~·ent to see a 111e~senger fron1 the 
t+ov?rnnr, or anybody el:-;e, coming in and inter
rnpting any hnu. rne1uber in thi~ House in the 
'.4-·ay the hnn. 1nmnber for T\Iackay \1'<18 inter
~'niJte~i just now when presenting :t petition. It 
IB an moult to this Hou,e. 

(luestion put· am1 passed. 

::\IESSAG.ES l<'RO::\I THE <+OYER:\'Olt 
The SPE.\KER said: I 'mulrl like to say, 

in referenc~ to what has fallen from the hem. 
lllelnber for 1\I_nlgra,ve, that I have spoken with 
regn.rd to the i utroJ nction of the nu.:s~enger 
front l{is Excellency the G ovcrnm· ; an cl I atn 
qnite oure that what took place this aftm·noon 
w~ts an inu,dvertence on the llart of Hi~ Excel
l8ncy"' n1es~enger. I will take care that it doe9 
unt occur [\.Jg'ftin. 

PETITIO X 
Mr. BLACK s"id : I will now )Jl'eocnt the 

petition which I wa:..:; proceedi11g tn lay h3fore 
the Hou~e when the 1ue;:.;~age frmn I-Jj::; :Excel
lency \nLs nnum1ncec1. The p •titiun is ~igned 
by 1,574 re:;ideuts of the !Hn·th-cl't coa,;t of 
Queensland, "nd pmyR tfl'lt the Aet relating· 
to the intnHlnctiou of coolie labour be put in 
force in Ol'del' to proYicle a. re1nc:tly for the 
eollap>:\e of the sng·ar indn:4ry, \Vhich i~ otherwi8e 
innnineut frmn the failnre of the Jloh-ucf'.Ll..n 
supply of la.bnnr. The signntnre~ co1H1Jl'i~;e 1,017 
re ,ident,.:; of l\Iacka,,?, lOU of Ho\YE'll :tiHl its 
1·icinity, 30l of the i.lnnlekiu J)dta, (jj of Cook
town, and 1\Ielvm·, J':ntlen\'Otll\ a .. 11d .An1mn 
n i \-er~, ::tnd Blo01nfiehl ; and con::;i::;t of lahtmrer~, 
w:leetm·~, fal'lll'"l'~, Jllel·chaut.":->, plauter;-;, aud 
other . ..:;. I 1nnve t]utt the potition be rea.d. 
- Qne::;tion pnt nwl pns~od, ::Lnll 11etitinu renll 
:1nd recei n~t 1. 

HEALTH J3lLL-THlltD ltEAlJIKU. 
On the motion of the PHK\IUat, the Bill 

was read a third time, JlliS>ed, :md ordered to be 
transmitted to the Leg"islatiYe Council for their 
coneurrenee, by n1es~age in the u~n<tl forn1. 

DL\IWRATIO.i'\ ACT OF 1882 AME.:\ D
:\IK~T BILL-C0::\1::\IITTJ~E. 

On the Order of the Day l Jeing" read, the 
Speaker left the chair, and the House went 
into Committee to fmther consider this Bill in 
detail. 

On cbuse 1--" "\et to he read with 4G Vie., 
No. 7''-

The Ho;-;. Sm T. ::\IuiLWJtAITH said he 
would like smne infonuation fron1 the Prmnier 
tts to what :tction he had btken, or w:ts prepared 
to take, iu the eYent of the Bill becoming law
whether anyone lmd been in correspondence with 
him on the sul!ject, whether applic:1tion3 had 
been m"de by planters and others for indented 
labourers, and what number of men he w:ts likely 
to allow to be indented for work on the plant"
tions? 

The PR1<~i\1IER said he could not gin a direct 
answer to the question. He had received 
nothing but very general con1Ir1Unic:1tion:..:; up to 
the present time. \Vhat he had done, however, 
''"'"s to comn:unirate with the Agent-General by 
wire, asking biin to ma.ke the neceFJ~Ftry inquiries 
n,:-; -to the be:-:;t 111e<.tns of conveying e1nigra.nts frmn 
certain foreign cnnntrieH, a1Hl no doubt in the 
cour::;e of u, vveek or t\vo 'vonld 1Je a.ble to 
fnrnish information on the subject. He could 
not do nwre than conjecture what ntnnber of 
ship:; would be refjuirecl. He had recci,-ed 
inforumtion frmn ~mlle pttrt~ of the :l\orth 
thcct it was desimcl to t<Lke arhantage of the 
provi,;ions of the Bill, if it wa:; paosell ; lmt to 
what extent he could not tell. \Vhen the infor-

1884--2 X 

Amendment Bill. 

n1~tion 'nts forLhcmning the Governnwnt would 
endeavour to anticipate their wisheti by appoint
ing ag'ent~ for the pnrpm;e of selecting and ship
ping the enligrant::;, when the ernployer~' arrange
ment' were nmdc and the necessary contmcts 
entei'e(1 iuto. 

:\fr. ::\IOREHEAD asked ifthe Premier would 
inform the Committee from what particular parts 
of J<;Ul'ope he intended those men to he shipped, 
awl whether if '"man lmcl a fancy for men from 
any J><trticuhr country that hincy would be 
gratificJ. It would be interesti11g and rather 
important to know from what country the hon. 
gentlen1rn1 intended to bring those foreign erni
grant:-;. 

The PHE~IIER said the only countries he 
niCntioncd in the telegrmn to the Agent-General 
were ?\onvay, l)ernunrk, and Gern1any. A~ he 
]wcl said on predon,-; oecasions, the Governn1ont 
dl(l n()t recognixe it n .. t:i their duty to engage 
servant::; for per~on:,, bnt to en:tble then1 to get 
tmn: ,, nts by a:-. . ..:iRting in11nigration. .As to the 
r1uestion put by the hem. member, the Govern
Jncnt \n~rt~ not prepared to answer abstract ques
tionti. A person mig·ht wish to import indented 
labomer' from Laphml, :tnd the Government 
\Vonlrl refntie to nssi:-;t hhn. 

:\Ir. l\[()lU~HEAD s:cid the hon. gentleman 
lmd him.,olf raised an abstmct question. He did 
Hot himself see any objection to Laplanders, and 
he harl ne\'C·r heanl rmything abont them leading 
him t,, l1elieve that they would make worse 
cnl\lni.,L:-- tha11 the prople Lof the othel' countries 
menti"!Jeel. He would like to know, from the 
Prernif'r, if it wa.s tn1e that arrange1nents had 
beeu made --if not perfected-to bring out Por
tugnese? That was a st:ttement that had been 
made and commented upon in the public Press. 

The 1'Jl El\UKrr sairl that, like many other 
xtatentents ~aid to base been nU:tde in the public 
.Pre"· tl1at wati the first time he lmd he"rcl of it. 
He did nut read the whole of the public Pres.,, 
hut ho !mew that many st"tement,; were made 
in it abont alleged ~wtion::; of the Cioven11nent 
which the GoYernment had never heard of. 

The Hox. SIR T. 1\'IciLWIL\ITR said the 
Premier need n"t be at all surprised that the 
Opp<hition were allxious to he informed with 
r8ga.n1 to the operation of the Bill ; and 80 was 
the country. The r1nestion he had asked was 
certainly not an abstract (1ue~tion. 

'I'he PRKHIER 'aid the question he referred 
t<J wa the one asked bv the hon. m em her for 
BnJmme. , 

The Hox. S11t T. ::\IoiL\VlL\.ITH s;cicl he 
had seen"' statement made in one of the Pre
mier'., speeches- he forgot where-to the effect 
that ncgotia.tions were going on for a line nf 
ste;cmers from some port of Germany to the 
colony, bringing in1n1igrants here direct. Were 
thnse negotiations with the Governn1ent? 

The PREMIER: No. 
The Hox. S11t T. MoiLWRA1TH asked with 

whmn the negotiations were being n1ade? He 
asked the que,tion because the Premier had 
pnt the Bill in a very important place in the 
Openinf! Speech, and• had :tlso referred to it "t 
public n1eeting:.; before the opening of the session, 
aH a n1easure on a broad basis to provide fpr the 
\Vant;-; of the Fmga.r-phtnters and other agri
eultnrists in the colony. The Opposition were 
Yery anxious to know hnw the schmne wa~ going 
to work, :tnd that, while working well for the 
sugar-planters, it did not work harm to other•. 
They wanted the fullest information as to the 
nationaJity of the 1nen who were going in 
futnre to he their rulers, because if they in
tr<Hinced anything like the number of men 
retj uired for the purpo::;e of carrying on the 
,;ug·,u· imluotry- e.t leaot rt million would, 
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be reqtiired-they were bound by sheer force 
of numbers to become their masters, and it was 
important to know exactly the kind of men to 
whom they were going to hand over the destinies 
of the colony. Would the hon. gentleman pro
duce the telegram he forw:trded to the Agent
General ? They could understand better from it 
what information the Agent-General was asked 
to furnish, and what instructions were given to 
him on the subject. 

The PREMIER said he could almost repeat 
the telegram from memory. It w:ts to this 
effect:-

"Make inquiries as to the best means of conveying 
emigrants by steamer from Nonya.y, Denmark, and 
Germany." 
He forgot whether the first country mentioned 
was Norway or Sweden, but that was of no 
consequence. With regard to the negotiations 
for a line of German steamers, a good deal 
had been said in the Press lately about 
arrangements being made for opening up direct 
communication between Germany and Australia. 
Prince Bismarck, it was well known, was anxious 
to bring about direct communication between 
Germany and the Pacific, and he had proposed 
to subsidise a line of mail steamers to Australia. 
In connection with that or some other line-he 
confessed he did not know which-he had been 
waited upon by one or two gentlemen inquiring 
whether, in the event of such a line of steamers 
being established, the Government, if intro
ducing immigrants from Germany, would make 
use of those steamers. The reply of the Govern
ment was that probably they would, provided 
the immigrants arrived in Brisbane, but that 
their passages would not be paid until they did 
arrive. No other negotiations had taken place 
on the subject. He did not recollect whether 
the persons who communicated with him on the 
subject were authorised to do so by steamship 
owners, or simply desired to put themselves in 
communication with those owners. 

Mr. BLACK said he thought the explanation 
of the Premier would not be very satisfactory to 
the country generally. He gave them plainly to 
understand last session that-

" He hoped that next session"
That was, this session-
(< the Government would be in a position to announce 
that satisfactory arrangements had been made for the 
introduction into the colony of labour which would 
obviate the cries that were constantly being made for 
what was ca1led sometimes servile, and sometimes 
reliable, labour. At present they were 110t in a position to 
bring forward a complete scheme." 
At the beginning of the session the hon. gentle
man told the House through the Governor :-

"The subject of immigration, and of the supply of 
labour for the numerous and increasing industries of 
the colony, has received the ar1xious attention of my 
advisers. Improved arrangements will shortly be corn~ 
pleted for the selection of suitable immigrants in Great 
Britain and the continent of Europe, and for their con
veyance on arrival to the places where their labour is 
most required; and a Bill will be laid before you to 
amend the provisions of the Immigration Act relating to 
the engagement and introduction of indented labourers 
from Europe. I trust that by these means, and by 
offering liberal inducements to settle upon the public 
lands, a constant stream of immigrants of all classes 
may be steadily maintained without an undue burden 
being laid upon the Treasury, and that the dangers 
attendant upon the introduction of large numbers of 
Asiatics into the community may be successfully 
avoided." 
Now, the hon. gentleman gave them distinctly to 
understand that, beyond communicating recently 
with the Agent-General as to the facilities for 
bringing immigrants from the Continent, the 
Government had actually done nothing. He 
(Mr. Black) wanted to kn0w how what the hon. 
gentleman had said during the present session 
agreed with what he said ]a~;t session-that he 

really had taken steps to alleviate the great depres
sion in tropical agriculture in the North. Last 
session he said that arrangements had been made; 
this session he said that arrangements were 
being made ; and now he told the Committee 
that he had only recently sent a telegram 
to the Agent-General making inquiries. He 
(Mr. Black) thought that, in a Bill like 
that brought forward Bpecially to encourage 
tropical agriculture, the hon. gentlemrm had 
failed in his promise to the House and the 
country ; and that he was really temporising 
with the question, and promising to do for the 
sugar industry what he had no intention of 
doing. 

'rhe PREMIER said, did the hon. gentleman 
expect that the Government were going to 
charter steamers, arrange when they were to 
sail, and where they were to sail from, without 
knowing the number of immigrants likely to be 
wanted? Everything that they had promised 
to do they had done. The Agent-General was 
instructed to make full inquiries, and was in 
possesswn of the views of the Government on the 
subject. It would certainly be the duty of the 
Government to introduce labourers as far as they 
could, hut he would have to know the number 
required before arranging for the ships to start. 
He was sorry there had been so much dilatoriness 
in applying for labourers. The only distinct 
request that had been made was from a certain 
association rertuf~sting the Government to bring 
out 2,000 labourers at 10s. a week. 

Mr. BLACK said he did not consider that 
the Government should put on steamers ; but he 
thought they ought to do something more than 
bringing in a little Bill of four clauses, which 
they knew perfectly well would not give the 
relief asked for. The Government gave a pledge 
last session. Had they asked the Agent-General 
to make inquiries on the Continent whether the 
labourers were really procurable? Had they 
ascertained from the German Government 
whether they would allow their able-bodied men 
to come here and take the place of coloured men on 
sugar plantations? The planters were only asking 
what was reasonable; rrnd the Government had 
done nothing towards introducing that cheap 
labour which was necessary to save one of the 
chief agricultural industries from ruin. 

The Hox. Sm T. M oiL WRAITH said that 
the Premier told them that the Agent-General 
was in possession of the vie\vs of the Government; 
and he would like to know what those views 
were. That was just what they wanted to 
know. What were their views with regard 
to the wages at which the Germans were 
willing to work if brought here for the 
sugar-planters and other agriculturists ? The 
hon. gentleman informed the House the 
other day that he would take steps to prevent 
any difficulty arising from those people being 
engaged to work at wages that they would after
wards he unwilling to work at, and that he 
would take care they would not work at a cheaper 
rate; hut his supporters told him that they would 
very likely work as cheap as the employers could 
get them. What were the views of the Govern
ment on that point? That was a very important 
subject. If undue means were taken by the 
planters to secure those men at a rate so low 
that it would be likely to induce over-employ
ment, what steps were to he taken, as the hon. 
gentleman threatened he would take, to prevent 
those men being so employed ? Those were two 
great questions. 

The PREMIER said the subject was dis
cussed for a whole night last week, and the 
views of the Government on the Labour question 
had been stated plainly enough. They intended 
to introduce such agricultural labourers as 
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would ultimately remain here and settle on the 
soil. Those who desired to introduce some other 
kind of labourers--aliens, who would not remain 
and settle on the soil-would have to get another 
Govemment to carry out their policy. vVith 
respect to the rate of wa,geH, he conceived 
that it was not the lmsiness of the Gov
ermnent to regulate the rate of wages. If 
the present Bill were passecl, and the Gov
erninent were enabled, by being lJnt in 
pos::;e:-;sion of Rufficient funds, to carry on 
in11nigrat,ion of agricultural labourers frmn 
Europe, they would appoint agents to see that 
the persons selected were suitable-such persons 
as they would be justified in paying passage money 
for. The persons who were selected as agents 
would be instructed to inform intending i:nrni
grants of the circumstances of the colony, the kind 
of work they would have to do, the kind of food 
they would get, which would have to be stated in 
the agreements, the accommodation they would 
have, and the ruling rate of wages in the colony. 
They would also be informed, as an inducement 
to come to the colony, what they might expect 
after they had served nnder indenture for the 
prriod agreetl upon. Thot::>e were the arrange~ 
ments the novernment propoHed to make. If 
the lJlanters engaged thetn for 15s. a week, and 
brought them out at that, the Government had 
nn objection. Even if they engaged thmn for 
less, the Govemment would not interfere, unless 
it was found that the introduction of these immi
grants was injurious to the interests of the 
colony ; but, as he had already pointed out, if 
the planters inveigled a man here, and gave him 
less than a fair rate of wages, they could not ex
pect him to work; and they could not expect the 
G-overnnwnt to assist them ; indeed, the circnnl
stances of the colony wonld scarcely allow them 
to give assistance, as had been lately illustrated 
by a case out west, where a number of men were 
sentenced to imprisonment, and simply amused 
thernsel ves in the town. He did not know 
what other information he could give. The 
intentions of the Government had been stated 
plainly enough. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAI'rH said that 
one of the principal argument~:! used on hiH side 
of the Honse against the Bill was that these men 
would necessarily be introduced at much lower 
wages than the rate current in other industries 
in the colony. Although the wages would be an 
increase to them, and they would be perfectly 
willing to accept them in Germany, the imme
diate resnlt would be to lower the wages ruling 
in all other inclustries. In reply to that, the hnn. 
the Premier had said the Government would· 
take steps to prevent the introduction of these 
Inen frorn lowering wages. They were anxious 
to know the id en. of the Ministers as to what the 
rate of w:vges ought to be. Now the hon. mem
ber told them he thought it would be a little 
lower than 15s. a week ; but his organ, the 
'l'e/er;mph, seemed to consider £40 a year 
such a ridiculously low wage tbat it had had 
about a dozen leading articles on the subject 
during the elections. The company of which he 
(Sir Thomas ::\fell wraith) was a director had 
brought out men at £40 a year, and he would 
tell the Premier what had been the result of that 
experiment. There had been two or three lies 
circulated about it. If their opponents could 
p<msibly make the case better by telling lies, 
they never scrupled to do it. Here was the 
tran"action for which he had been held up as 
an opponent of the working men of the colony. 
They intended to start ploughing on a large 
scale on the Darling Downs, and orders were 
sent to Scotland to engage forty 1nen. It was 
necel:lscuy to go to eonsidera.ble expense in 
making inquiry as to the antecedent., of appli
cants, and in other ways, and oo it W<\o 

thought advisable to get some sort of guarantee 
that the men engaged would not fail to come 
aboard the ship. \Vith this view they were 
required to deposit a sum of £2 as security, 
which <cmonnt was refunded as soon as they 
uallle aboard at Plymouth. This was the £.2 
they were charged with having taken from the 
1nen, so th~1t their passage would co~t the cmn
]Htny nothing. That was lie number one. It 
was <]Uite competent for the Teleymph to haye 
fonml ou.t that that statement w>ts incorrect, if 
they had chosen. The cost of bringing out these 
forty men was £145 13s. lld. When they got 
to Townsville they were subject to the machina
tions of politicians and other employers, and 
only nineteen were willing to fulfil their engage
ments. That made the cost £7 13s. 4d. at once 
for each nuvn. They started from Rockhamp' 
ton, and were seven weeks on the road, and were 
paid, in kind and in money, £10 19s. 9d. ahead. 
Their wages connnenced as soon as they arrived in 
the colony. Subtracting the seven weeks' \vages 
from the £10 Hk 9d., and adding the balance to 
the £7 13s. 4d., it gave £12 a head a" the cost of 
putting these men on the place. That was not 
very encouraging. Considering that they could 
at the same time have employed men at a lower 
rate in Tnwnsville, Hockhampton, and Brisbane, 
he did not think they could be accused of doing 
anything to bring down the rate of wages. 
They sent home for these men because they did 
not think they could get suitable men out here ; 
and they gave them wages immensely in advance 
of those they were getting in Scotland, and also 
a great deal in advance of the rates ruling in the 
colony. He had forgotten to tell the Committee 
that, out of the nineteen who started, two 
bolted on the rnad, and two died when they 
reached their destination, so that they only 
secured fifteen of the forty they had been at the 
expense of getting. It was one of the most 
ruinous speculations anyone ever entered into. 
That was how this scheme would work. The 
planters would indent men as long as they were 
cheap enough; and when they came out and 
were dissatisfied with their contracts, what would 
the planters care? They would go elsewhere, 
and hy competition reduce the wages all over the 
colony. 'rhey would come out ostensibly to work 
for the people who had indented them, but really 
they would bring down the wages in all other 
industries. The Gorernment had made a great 
deal out of that interesting parliamentary docu
ment during· the election. If it had been worth 
,,-bile to contradict lies told by an electioneering 
organ, he would have done so at the time; and 
now, when it was made a serious argument 
against the Bill, he brought the matter forward 
to let hon. members see how it worked. He 
did not think they were satisfied as to this ques
tion of wages. The hon. member had told them 
the Government would take steps to see that 
the immigrants were not deluded. The Govern
ment knew very well that there were plenty 
of men in Norway, Denmark, and Germany, who 
would he quite willing to engage for 5s. a 
week and their rations, if they had their passage 
paid ; but evea if they got 10s. a week they 
would become dissatisfied as soon as they arrived, 
and flood the labour market at once. The effect 
of bringing two or three thousand of these 
men into Mackay would be to drive out 
all the Europeans there at the present time. 
Simply in order that he might carry out his 
theory, he would force white men to work on the 
sugar plantations. That was the effect the Bill 
was actually going to have; still, with the dog
gedness characteristic of the Premier, he would 
not see it, but stuck to the one thing : "vVe 
won't htwe coolies on the plantations." They said 
that his scheme for the introduction of cheap white 
labnm to take their place would prove a ~;reat 
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failure, and they would find that the work
ing men would not stand it, and would not 
accept it. He had no doubt tbat as soon as the 
working men of the colony understood the opcra
tion of the Bill they wouH rise up and condemn 
it. The reawn they had not done so before was 
simply because it had not been put in the proper 
way before them by the only journals which 
reached them. The true explanation of the 
working of the Bill would, however, reach them 
in time, and then the hon. member woulrl have 
to face that. 

The PREMIER said there were two ol.Jsena
tions which the hon. member nmde he should 
like to refer to. The hon. gentleman said the 
labour which his company introduced'"'"" labonr 
which W<ts not to be got in the colony at the 
time: that w<ts exadlv what the Govermaent 
proposed to introduce-"l<>bour which wa,; not to 
Le got in the colony at the present time. 'fhere 
war:; no agriculturaJ la.bour n,t the present tinle 
available ; there was no doubt about that. 
They knew that the supply of a.e;ricnltnral 
labonr in the colony was entirely inadequate to 
the demand. 

Th~ Hox. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: More 
came out la"t ymw than ever diu before. 

The PRE}IIEH : Possibly more had come 
out last year than ever did before, lmt "till the 
snpply was entirely inadetputte to the demand. 
\Vlmt did the hon. gentleman and hon. members 
oppo~ite 1nean Ly smnetinw~ telling then1 that 
wlmt the planters complained nf was that they 
eould not get labour? It was not that they pre
ferretl servile lrtbour, but that they could not 
:-{et labour. Dut when the Govennnent said 
they would try to get it for them, they said they 
uid not want it. They never used the ,,ame 
argun1m1ts for ten minntes together. They Ha.id 
one thinM" outside, auuthf r thing in the }-I ouse; 
hut their contradictory arguments n,ll e.rnounted 
to the sam~ thing-they wanted servile labour. 
Another thmg the hou. gentleman asketl was : 
Did the Government suppose that if, say 2,000 
agriculturallabnrerswere intrn(lnce(l fnlm Europe 
and brought to J\Iaclmy, they would not reduce 
the rate of wages there and driv8 the other people 
there out of the pl<tce? \Yell, the (iovern111ent did 
not think that the introduction of 2,000 agricul
tural lab.mrers would do anything of the sort. 
But suppose they introduced -~,000 coolies ! He 
would ask the hon. gontlemau if that would not 
interfere with the white men there'! He was 
satisfied it would drive them nut altogether. 
The intr~Hluction of agricultnrn,llabouren·;-that 
wa.f', those who \Y(Hll(l then1~e1 V BE-\ ;.::ettle 111 lOll the 
land-would never hnve the slightest injurious 
effect upon those settlPd there alre:tdy; but he 
l)elieved the introduction of a large ntnubm· of 
Asiatics would have the effect of th-iving them 
ont altogether, f.;ooner or later. He took 
that opportunity of saying that it was a 
mistake to suppose th<tt the J nc\ian coolie would 
not interfere with the white nmn in ordinary 
mechanic,l.llabour. Let him tell hon. gentlemen 
further that, when an effort was nutde to bring 
Asiatic coolies here l>y the planters in the :North, 
their agE'nts in .. A.sia were carefully inRtructed to 
Hend anwngstthen1 a;-:; rnauy1nechnnicsas pot-;Hible, 
w that they might be relieved from the dangen; 
and troubles caused by the white mechanics in 
<c/ueensland. He knew those were the instructions 
sent. He did not know whether those were 
also the instructions sent in the case of the 
unfortunate shipload of so-called Cingalese who 
came here, or not. 'fhere seemed to be a burn
ing desire now put forwar(l by hon. gentlenten 
opposite to protect white hthonrerK alrcttt l~, in 
the colony. The qovcnnnent did not lwlioYe 
that the introductjnn of whi1.e agrienltnra.l ]a.hmr 
would interfere with other bLuurero in TuWllb• 

Yille or :\laclmy; but they believed, whether 
rightly or \\'l'Ollgly, that if they flooded the 
country with A,;iatics they would eventually 
driYe them out <Cl together. That there wonhl be 
some trouble and inconvenience hefore the thing 
wns settled, they knew. They could not make <> 
revolution with rnse~water. They couhl not 
1nn.l\_e :-t grea.t change i.n the social sj~stmn in the 
northern }J:ll't of the colony without sonte tern~ 
pnrary di~turbm1Ce~. They believed the cha,nge 
shoulcl be made, find the sooner it was made the 
better it would be for all. It 1ms far better to 
face the difficulty manfully nmv, than to leave it 
year after ye<Cr until they would not be able to 
deal with it <>t all except by inflicting enormous 
loRt-3 upon innocent person;-:. Their Yif\'.7 S and 
the \'ie\VS of hem. gentlmueu oppoxite were quite 
tlifferent. They put forward their dews and 
proposed to act upnn the1n, while the~· gaYecredit 
to hou. g-eutlenu~n oppm-dte for belieYing that 
they were wrong. They had been tolu over 'tnd 
on~r again that the planters conld not g~:>t the 
labour they wanted at the present time. The 
Government proposed to provide labour for them, 
but whether they were prepared to accept it or not 
he confessed he did not understand. They told 
them one <lay that they were prepared and 
anxiou:-i to take adva.ntage of the offer of the 
Government, mtd the next <by they told them in 
the House that they ditlnot want to take a< !van
tage of it, '"'d that it must be a total failme. 
They lmcl said that, not only in the House, but 
out of it. He thong-ht the }louse and the 
countrv now understood what the views of the 
l;o,·erlnnent were. They "·ishetl to try the 
experiment. If it failed it would bil, hut he 
did not think it wnn!tl fail; at the sanw time, it 
was very evident that tlw,;e memlwrs who pro
fessed a desire to take aLl \'<Cntage of the experi
ment were tletermined, if they coulcl bring it 
about, that it shonltl fail. 

Mr. :'IIOilEHEAJ) said there was one phrase 
which vms very fre<tuently use<! by the hon. 
Premier and by those who agreed with him, 
and that wa.<s "servile labour." He would 
like the hon. g'tllltlentan to explain tlutt phrase. 
lf he meant to S<W that they had anything like 
sl<tves in !c2neensland, he said what was not the 
case. He would go fnrther, and say that if the 
hnn. mernber \V~ti right in the tenn he utietl it 
was quite evident that he intended to transfer 
the ""en·ile labour" from the blacks to white 
men-and to make senile whites. That would be 
a uew phmse, he took it, in the history of this or 
any other English colony. The hou. 1nem Ler 
:-:aid tha,t he was going to bring out a cla,s::; of 
labourers who \\'(:re 110t now ln'onp;bt out in 
~nfficient nnmhen;; tha.t \nts "ngricnltnral" 
la1)()nrer~. The Uovcrnrncnt \Vere going to bring 
out lo\\'-wa.g·erl agricultural ln.bourers who 
were to l1e hired for a period of one or two 
year,;, or probably lollger. They woultl be tied 
down to that particular occupation, and be told, 
"Thus far shnJt thou go, and no further." That 
was quite in accord with the tyrannical mode 
of dealing with affairs when a Liberal, or so
called Liberal, GnYermnent came into power ; a 
nwre tyrannical ( ;-overnn1ent than a so-called 
Liberal Government could not exist. The hon. 
gentleman had not told them what course he 
was prepared to adopt if those labourers whom 
he intended to Lring out should, when they 
arrived in the colony and found that they were 
not getting the ruling '"ages, ::tnrl fonnfl also 
that they coultl not do the work which they 
were introdncecl to perfonn, therefore Honght 
other means of getting a living. Did the hon. 
gentlernan propose in ~m eh a ctt:-:58 to have the1n 
~ue1l for <t bre:.teh of their ::tgrcmnent u.nd pnt into 
gaol; <'l' rlid he [ll'OJH>Se that they should be 
a.11owed to ~o into other occnprt.tiow' than that 
\\'hich they wet·e brought ottt for, apt\ co1npste 
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with the ordinary labourers in the colony? There 
\vas no such great dbtinction, so f::tr ~"tR ! 
he knew, between the agTicultuml bbourer 
and an.y other ruan of btme nnd ::;inew; and 
he httrl no dr u'Jt whatever that those men 
would be thrown into competition with labour
ing n1en all over the colony. It was all very 
well for the Premier to hedg-e himself round 
with the tf'l'Hl " agricnltura.l " labourer, and 
pretend that such men could do nothing· but 
dig the ground. There wa~ no use in pre
tending anything of the sort, as 1311ch rnen 
could, 'vith very little teachin;r, do navvies' 
'\vnrk or nlining work, or, in fact, any other 
kind of work 'vhere ntannal lahour waR 
required, a!HI would compete in all those 
occupations wrth the labourers already in 
the colony. He hoped they would hear 
8<nnething frmn the rnining rep1·esentative13 
in that House as to how labour en the 
golclfielth would be affected by the intro
duction of large nnrnbers of low-\'n1ged \vhites. 
He had no doubt they would he:cr :cbout it 
from those men, and that they would hear a 
great de&l 1nore about the ·whole question, 
if this obnoxious and pernicious scheme of the 
Premier's was brought into fnll effect. He 
had no he~ itation in saying~ he did not beat 
about the bush -he did not believe, nor did 
:wy nmn in the colony who understood the 
circurn:-;tanceH Lelieve, that the sugrtr indn~try 
could be c:cnied on with anything but coloured 
labom. That labour had been the means of 
employing· tens of thousands of white men in 
this colony who otherwise woulr1 not have been 
employed. He had no hesitation in saying that 
he wa:; a strong advocnte (Jf coloured labour 
under proper restrictions and proper regulatimm, 
such as were made by the late Government, 
under which coolie labour, or any other kind of 
coloured labour, could be brought into the 
country without the slightest fear of their com
peting with white labom outside that branch 
of agriculture which they thought the black 
man was the only man fitted to perform. It 
was only the other day that a letter appeared 
in the CoU?·ie1' fro1n a (}errrian at J.\tfackay 
-a letter which he had not the lcnst 
doubt the hon. member for Rosewood did 
nut like. It was certainly not rery compli· 
mentary to that gentleman, nor did the bnlk 
of Germans in this colony feel very friendly 
towards the writer for the way he represented their 
views in that Hon,;e. '!'he writer of that letter 
pointed out that the Germans had very strong 
objections to competing with and being brought 
to the s~tn1e level as the kanaka, ftR waR 
proposer! to be done. It had been admitted 
by the Premier that he wonld persuade our own 
conntryrnen to corne out here an<l do black 
labourer:-;' \York, and he would induce rnen \Vho 
were tot>tlly ignomnt of the claRs of work they 
would have to perforrn to con1e out here and work 
on the canefields of the North. The hnu. gentle· 
nlan\.; scherne wa:-; to substitute white la.bour for 
coloured lnbonr, a11d he prnpm~ed to intrnl1nce 
this white la.btmr frotH the nnrtlwrn portions of 
the continent of ]<;nrope. He (Mr. lYlorehead) did 
not thh1k the scheme wunld succeed. Re \I':LH 

certain it would result in failn1·e; a,ud he was 
equally certain that the hrm. the Premier and those 
who supported him knew that it would result in 
failure. He did not believe in it :cny more tlmn 
he (Mr. Morehead) did, or in the JH>ssibility of 
working the gren.t f-mgar industey Ly 1nea.nH of 
white labour. The hon. gentleman knew very 
well that the North had got to compete, as a 
sugar~pri)ducing country, with other sugar-llro
ducing countries where cheap black labour was 
uHed, and, l.::no\ving that, he aLsolutely pre
tended to believe that white labour wonld snc
ceed in the North--in the sugar country-when he 

knew fmm his own experience that it must fail. 
He pretended to be doing all he could to support an 
industry which it t::et>1ned he wat4 deternuned to 
crush ; and it ctppeared to him (:\Ir. l\Inr~he~d) 
th<:l>t the reaHon for the hon. gentlmnan Wl8lung 
to crmh that industrv ont was because that 
particular portion of ·the colony--the North
did not send rnem hers to that Rouse who wonld 
support his policy. He wa~ as certain ~s that 
he waH standing- in the Hon;.;e thnt, 1f hon. 
members on the (jo,·ernment sicle of the House 
were to .advocate' m be in favour of the 
en1plny1neut of black la.hour, the hon. gentle1nan 
himself would he one of the strong·est advocate., 
for that system, and would gi ,·e the very best 
reasm1s why no labour other than bla~k .shoulLl 
be introduced for the purpose of estahhshmg the 
suo·a.r inLlnstry on a finn footing. However, 
''[he v.rhirli,riu:of time brings in itsownrevenge:-:; 1

'; 

and, althnn~h the gift of prophesying had been 
somewhat deri<le<l by hon. members on the other 
side, he wonld venture to prophesy tha~ witl:in 
eirrhteen uwnths or bvo years the con;.;;tituencies 
w~uld give forth a very different cry to ~hat 
which they mised at the last general electw:r. 
He felt pel'fectly certain of that. He felt certam 
th"t the cby would come, am1 was not very far 
dbtant, wl~eu the old cry against coolie labour 
for the 811"''"' industry wonld Le heard the last 
of and when there 1vould be a crv in favour of 
th'e t'estoration of coloured htbour ·for those pnr
ticuhtr vocations for which it alone was suitable. 

The PKE::\riEH said he did not rise to vindi
c><te his character for sincerity from the attack 
of the hon. gentleman who had just spoken. His 
reputation for sincerity would stanrl without .any 
defenCl), If the Governmenc. did not beheve 
that the exveriment they proposed to adopt 
woul<l be successful, they would not be justified 
in trying it; but their justification was that 
they Jrcl believe it would be successfnl; ami, 
therefore, any argtnnent based on the assl~lnp
tion that the experiment wonld ]Je a total farlure 
was beside the question. If proof were given 
that it would he a failure there would be reason 
in the objection ; hut to assume that it would be 
a failure and m·gue upon that, waf:.i arguing fron1 
aconclu~ion before having arriYed at the prernise:-;. 
'rile hon. gentleman had assumed that the 
scheme would be a failure, and had asked what 
would become of the labourers then. He (the 
Premier) would tell him what would become of 
them. They wou!tl have land of their own ; 
they would be living upon it :vith their far_ni
lies and they won!<! be domg that wluch 
the' hon. gentleman did not desire to ~ee, 
and which the Government did desire to 
see. The hon. member spoke of serYile labcnu, 
and ~aid the Govenunent proposed to replace 
servile black labour with servile white labonr. 
The only countrier-; where servilt~ white lalmur 
existed \vere eountrie:-; where there waR also 
servile black labour, and where hetween tht' 
lower clasN of Hervilc la hour ttnd thPit· mnployers 
there l'Xisted a clasH of "u1eau white..,, n who 
\Vere cleR}Jil:-\ell and looked down npou lJy both 
clas.,es. That was brought abont by the jlnlicy 
which the hrm. gentleman desired to see adopted 
hPl·e. There 1night bn ad \'fllltage:-; in that :statr-> 
of .soeiety~-it 1uig~1t be n dt>:->irahlo Hta.te 
of thing;.;-· but the Cover1nnent did not rec(lg
lliHe it~ rtd vantnges, and thoy did not deRirn 
t.o .see it introduced into this conntrv. 'rhE' 
hon. gentlerna.n asked whnt wa.s·· 1neant 
by servile labour, aud asked if a wan wh" 
was bound to work at agTicultnre did uot 
belong to that eh's? But did not a man who 
was bound to \vork a:-:; a shearer ur a groon1, or at 
any other kintl of work for the term of his en· 
g::tgernent without leaving it to undertake <r)ther 
work, not equally belor:g to tlmt class? fhat 
was not what was meant hy "servile" labour. 
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The term was, perhaps, not a strictly correct one, 
but it was well understood as meanin" a class 
of men whose masters did not recognise that they 
had any rights. A class who simply existed and 
did what they were told without possessinu or 
asserting any such rights as other men in ° the 
community asserted. The term was perfectly 
well understood by everyone who knew any
thing of the subject. It was a class of mEm 
who were never found consisting of the same 
race as nurse] ves. The hon. gentleman upposite 
knew all that very well. However, he had made 
his manifesto, and he (the Premier) hoped it might 
do him much good ; he had ventured to prophesy 
a failure for the whole experiment ; and he 
(the Premier) would venture to prophesy that, 
given a fair opportunity, the result of the 
experiment would be that the question would 
be settled once and for ever, and that there 
would be no more coloured labour. The work 
could be done and was done by Europeans. 
Perhaps, by their employment, 20, 30, or 
40 per cent. profit was not brought in, but 
the men could earn a fair and honest living, and 
get a fair remuneration for their labour. That 
had been done in other countries as hot or hotter 
than Queensland. The experiment had been 
tried successfully-successfully in the sense that 
he used the word -that the soil should be 
cultivated by men settled comfortably upon it, 
but not in the sense the hon. gentleman meant
hy the existence of absentee employers who 
derived immense profits from the employment 
of servile laLour. They did not wish to encourao-e 
that system, and although it was perhaps a suffi
ciently laudable object from the hon. gentle
man's point of view for individuals to strive 
for, yet they did not recognise it as an object 
towards which public policy ought to be directed. 
That was the great difference between them, and 
it was as well to recognise that cliffereJJIIC. He 
did not for a moment blame hon. gentlemen 
opposite for entertaining their views, but hon. 
gentlemen on his side had different view~, and 
they thought it was their duty to impress those 
views upon the colony, and if possible give effect 
to them. 

The HoN. Sm T. l\IciL WRUTH said the 
hon. gentleman need not have got so very warm 
when he was vinclicrtting his sincerity in bring
ing forward the measure. It was hy the c~mrse 
of conduct adopted by the Government in deal
ing with the measure that their sincerity had 
come to be questioned. They all knew perfectly 
well what the hon. gentleman had clone. He 
had made a position for himself in the colony 
on the Black Labour question. He had 
accepted the responsibility of finding some 
substitute for black labour. He could not 
look rtnywhere else for a supply of that labour 
than to the class he had mentioned-the North 
Germans-ancl he had brought in a Bill which he 
never explained properly to the House, and he put 
it before them as the proper remedy for kanaka 
or coolie labour for the plantations. Then, 
while he was introducing the Bill, he coolly added, 
and in the plainest way threatened the sugar-plan
ters, that if the measure was not a success they 
would have themselves to blame-the weasure 
was so perfect when introduced that, if it failed, 
the failure could not possibly lie on the shoulders 
of the Government, hut on the shoulders of the 
planters themselves. The hon. gentleman had 
all along tried to make out that the Opposition 
were working from the planters' point of view, 
and that his side were working from the point 
of view of the working men of the colony
a position that was perfectly false. The Oppo
sition did not accept the position, and argue it 
from a planter's point of view only. He (Sir T. 
Mcilwraith) opposed the measure as a citizen of 
Qtleen.s!and, in th~ inter~~t"' pf the workinil' men 

of Queensland ; and he was quite willing to 
appeal to the working men, when they under
stood the Bill, to give their Yerdict upon it. 
The planters of the colony knew perfectly well 
that that would be no remedy whatever for their 
position. They had been deprived of kanaka 
and coolie labour through the machinations of 
the present Government. He supposed that wn,s 
admitted. The planters said that the proposed 
labour would never supply the place of the other. 
The planters themselves acknowledged that. 
In fact they had tried it. Had they not seen, 
over and over again, white men induced to 
try, by high wages-much higher than the 
wages the Germans whom it was proposed to 
introduce would get-and they threw down their 
tools and went away. If there had been any
thing demonstrated in the colony Jt had been 
that white men could not do the work. The 
planters knew that perfectly well, and were 
looking for a schemP of relief-not to see white 
men clning work that they should not do on the 
plantations. The Government were pledged to 
some remedy, and they brought in this Bill as a sort 
of compromise. They did not look forward to the 
Germans actually being a success in supplanting 
coolies or kanakas. But there was rt much higher 
consideration of the matter than had l>een put 
forward by the Premier-the welfare of the 
colony generally. 1\t:en \Vho were engaged in 
other industries of every kind said, "\Vhy should 
we pay for cheap labour for sugar-planters?" 
:Every one of them, no matter in what employ
nlent he \Vas, was going to be taxed in order 
to supply cheap labour for the sugar-growers 
and to increase their profits. That was what 
its effect would be if it resulted as the hon. 
gentleman thought it should ; but he did not 
believe it would have that result. He <lid not 
believe that the labourers would stav with the 
planters, and the effect would be that all the other 
industries of the colony would be contributing 
to introduce labourers to compete against them
se! ves, and thus lower the general rate of wages. 
\Vhy should they do that? In what way 
would it serve the interests of the colony? There 
was another point he would refer to. They 
had established a system of immigTation, and if 
there had been anything demonstrated by that 
system it had been that Englishmen were 
prepared to come to the colony and take their 
chance as labourer,, mechanics, and all kinds of 
tradesmen, paying their £8 to £12 passage money. 
That was a fact, and the hon. Premier, if he made 
arrangements, could put on as many ships as he 
liked. He could have four ships a month, 
loaded from :English, Scotch, and Irish ports, 
with their own countrymen-agricultural and 
other labourers and all kinds of mechanics-who 
were quite prepared to come and pe~y their own 
passages. That had been demonstrated by the 
actual results of immigra.tion during the last 
eighteen months. The hon. gentlemen had 
asserted, as his reason why we should go to Ger
many for agricultural labourers, that it was per
fectly impossible to get those labourers in Eng
land, Scotland, or Ireland. He (Sir T. Mcilwraith) 
asked him from what source he got that informa
tion, and the hon. gentleman said he got it 
from official sources; he then asked what 
official sources, because they ought tu be in
dicated somewhere in the "Votes and Proceed
ings"; but he failed to see anything there to 
show that such a state of things existed. It 
then it came out that the information was 
given by one 1nan who had gone to Eng
land as a lecturer, and who had said it was 
difficult to get agricultural labourers. IV ell, it 
was easy enough when the late Government 
had good lecturers to get them. During the last 
twelve months, when those lecturers confined 
their operations to the agrictJ]tnml rlistricts, they 
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had no difficulty in getting them. The fact was 
that more agricultural labourers were introduced 
in proportion to the general average of immi
grants than ever were introduced into the colony 
before, and a great deal above the average of all 
those who had been introduced. ·what was the 
use of the hem. gentleman telling him they 
could not get agricultural labourers? He said 
they could get more than three times the 
nnmber from England alone, of those labourers 
that had been coming out. It had not been 
disguised by the hon. gentleman that he knew 
or believed that they could get a cheap class 
of labour from Germany, who would accept con
ditions which men from Great Britain would 
never accept. 'rhat was the real reason why, 
when they tackled the question of European immi
gration, the hon. gentleman always hid him
self in a cloud behind the coolie and kanaka ques
tion. The fact was as plain as possible to anyone 
wlw was watching the Government. Did they 
believe tlmt the Germans would submit to 
conditions of labour equal to what the kanaka 
would submit to, if he understood it, or 
what the coolie would submit to if brought 
there'? Under such restrictions white men 
from their own country would not come, 
and therefore the Premier went to a foreign 
country. That was just the danger of the whole 
system. He had pointed out tlmt that was a 
great danger to the colony ; but, before he went 
on with that, he would point out another strange 
thing, and that was the continued reticence of 
the ~overnment with regard to the wages 
Cjuestwn. vVhen the Government undertook to 
make such a change in the whole system of 
agriculture in the colony as to introduce white 
slaves for the planters in theN orth, they ought 
to have stated how it had worked in other 
countries. Tt was not a matter of trial on the 
part of the Government in Queensland. It 
was a matter of operation-and how did it 
work in other countries? He had seen agree. 
ments that were made betwen the inhabitants 
of Germany, of Italy, of Portugal, and Madeira, 
and could tell the wages that people received out 
there. The wages for which they were emvloyed 
to g·o to the Sandwich Islands were £3 10s. a 
month for men, £2 2s. for women; and he thought, 
half of that for children who could labour; 
and they found thmmel ves in food and clothes, 
and were only provided with a tent and water. 
The Government ought to have got all that in
formation. \V ere they going among a class of 
people that were prepared to come out and work 
on the sugar plantations in the same way as 
those men at the Sandwich Islands, for £3 10s. 
a month, finding themselves? The hon. gentle
man ought to have had all that information, and 
have been prepared to guard against the evils 
that would reeult from introducing men under 
such conditions as those. That was at once 
pointed out by hon. members sitting on the 
Opposition side of the House. The hon. mem
ber for Oxley knew perfectly well what would 
result from the introduction of labourer' on 
those conditions ; but it was the very thing 
he wanted ; he wanted a flood of those cheap 
men to go down and swamp his plantations. 
But the working men in the colony regarded the 
matter differently, and did not wish to go and 
work on sugar plantations; they had no interest 
whatever in paying the passages of men to come 
out here and work in competition with them
se! ves. They would not pay for the passages of 
those people. They would ask why should men 
get free passages from Hamburg and other parts 
of Germany to Queenshtnd, when they were 
charged from £8 to£ lO each? That wa.~ exactly 
what the colony was doing at the present time. 
The proposed system of immigration was 
not only going tn ruin the cl~,ss of ll1!bonr 

here at the present time, but would be an 
effectual bar to a good class of labour coming 
out from home. As he had said, men were now 
paying from £8 to £10 for their passages, and 
why in the name of common sense should the 
colony pay the whole of the passages of 
Germans to enter into the same labour: It 
would stop immigration altogether. The hon. 
gentleman said they only wanted agricultural 
labourers; he laid particular stress on that. 
The hon. gentleman knew perfectly well, and 
anybody who knew anything whatever 
about immigration also knew, that it was 
difficult to get exactly the class of labour 
they wanted, and that it would be alm~st 
impossible to prevent all sorts of mechamcs 
coming in every lot. The hon. gentleman 
laughed ; perhapii he thought that was not very 
likely- that it would Le impossible. An 
article appeared in the Telegmph the other 
day, accusing him (the Hon. Sir T. Mcil
wraith) of having brought out a mechanic at 
£40 a year. He believed the man referred to was 
a mechanic, but he made a false declaration, 
and was employed as a labourer. He afterwards 
turned out to be a blacksmith ; but he was 
engaged as a labourer. The agreement spoke 
for it:;elf. He repeated that anyone who knew 
anything about immigration knew that ~t was 
almost impos:;ible to prevent men of all kmds
at all events, men accustomed to labour--coming 
out under the Bill. They could tell a labourer 
from a clerk, but they could not tell a carpenter 
from a blacksmith, or a blacksmith from a 
labomer. It was quite plain that there 
would be immense difficulties brought about 
by the measure. The difficulties he referred 
to were these : - Th'Ien would come out be· 
cause they got a free passage, but could not 
be made to keep their engagements ; the 
stricter their engagements were the easier they 
would get over them ; they would get away 
from the sugar plantations, and the gaols in 
Mackav would not hold them. No amount of 
restrict-ion that might be devised would keep 
those labourers on the sugar plantations; and did 
the hon. gentleman mean to tell him that they 
would not reduce the wages of labourers ? In 
speaking about coolies the hon. gentleman said, 
" Introduce 5,000 coolies into Mackay and you 
stamp out white labour." He s:Joid that distinctly. 
Now he (Hon. Sir. T. Mcilwraith) was going to 
assume that coolies would stick to sugar work. 
The hon. gentleman failed to see how they could 
be made to do so. 

The PREMIER: Hear, hear! 
The HoN. SIR T. MaiL WRAITH said, per· 

haps the hon. gentleman failed to see that 
kanakas could be kept on the sugar plantations. 

The PREMIER : vV e shall see after a bit. 
The HoN. SIR T. MciLWRAITH said he 

believed that kanakas could be made to keep to 
the work on sugar plantations. The hon. gentle
man said, ''Introduce 5,000 coolies into Mackay 
and you stamp out white labour;" but "if 
you bring out 5,000 Germans, up go the wages 
of everybody else." Did the hon. gentleman 
think he was talking sense, or that hon. 
members would take it in? Did he not know 
that such a course would reduce wages all 
over the country? And what effect would 
that h1we on the colony? Nothing would 
have so bad an effect upon it as the re
duction of wages. They would lose the grip 
they had had on the working men during the 
last few years, and the men would go to the 
other colonies; and they would do perfectly right. 
Surelv they were not going to be such fools as to 
assent to a policy of that kind ! Summarising 
what he said, he would point out that the Bill 
wm1lcl h11ye the effect of preventing immigrants 
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coming frmn hmne, and it \Vouhl inevitably re
duce the wageH of all other eln~ses of labour in 
the colony. Th11t would be a grent evil, ac> it 
would send men into the other colonies, and thns 
cause a, great scttrcity in the snpply of labum in 
Queenslttnd. 

The PRl~MIEH said he wonld sumJrutrise 
the arguments of the hnn. gentleman. The 
sumn1ary of his u.rgurnents wa~ tha,t every fLt
tempt to provide agricultural labourer~ for the 
planters must inevitauly remlt in a reduction 
of the genera,l rrtte 11f vva.~;eK thronghont tho 
colony. That was the al'gument of the hem. 
gentleman. If the result would Le as statr·d, 
probably it would be their duty to let the planteJ'8 
alone ; they could not be helped at ;nch an 
expense as that. 

The Hox. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: They 
never asked you to do "\vhat you are doing now. 

The PHEl\IIER sctid the compbint was that 
they clid not nmke W:.:l,gc~ low cnongh for thetn ; 
tha,t the only lJU."-~1ible thing to do w~ts to give thern 
coolies, coolie.-:. All their argn1nent~ < iU118 back 
to the one thing, •• \Ve rnu.-;t have coolie::l''-
that anything else would be de .,tructi ve to the 
colony, for any n1nnber of inconsistent and cou
tra.dictory rea:::ion~. In fact he ·wn .. s quite sure 
that no reason had been g-iYen to :-~hnw 
why coolies shonltl be introduced, which had not 
been al8o contradicted. He knew tho h<m. 
gentle1nan, before he .':iat down, \"Wmld con
trarlict himself, and that was why he laughed 
when he did so. 'fhe hon. gentleina..u be(J'au 
by repeating an assertion he 111ade the otter 
cby, that it had beon shown -- clemon,tmtPd, 
he said- tlmt they could get any lJUantity 
of agricultural labourers. He (the l'remier) 
aBserted on high authority that they conhl 
not. 'l'he hon. gentlen1an went on to ~";~ty 
that all sorts of people, mechanics "ne! tmdes
men, represented thenH:>elves as <1.g'l'icnltnral 
1 tbourers. Of course ! That was whn.t he (the 
Premier) maintained the other <lay. \Vhat 
had been the history of their attempts to get 
ctgricnlturallabonrers '' \Vhy, thcct many people 
Bctid they were ag-ricnltural labourers, but they 
learned their agricultn1·e in the great citieK uf 
England. He asserted that they hccd the gn .tte>t 
difficulty in gettjng agricnltnral hlf)()nrers. 
The hon. gentlmnan, to proYe his st:t.telHC'nt, 
said th,tt during· the time they harl lecturers ctt 
home they were able to gc•t any (jtutntitv: l>nt 
his (the Premier's) principal authm·ity for shting 
that they coulrl not ""''the Ymy leetnre1· to 11·hom 
the hon. gentle11utn referred, whn had a-..:,.nre<l 
him that it wa,q the most diificnlt thing-that it 
required continnal exerci~e of care, super vi inn, 
wnkbfulness, special ability, a Bpcci::l know
ledg·e of the country, nncl \'"e1·y spednl effort~ ; 
ami that then the numl)()r thctt cnnld be olJt:1ined 
was limited, and the fe\\. who were obtained 
would not pay their own pa.r..;t-~agc ..;, 

The ][ox. ~Tit T. J\!cTL\VlL\ ITH: They 
can11ut. 

The PREl\In;n : l [e said they could not; ret 
hon. g-entlemm1 luvl Haid tlmt any rJimntity '· cro 
willing to come a.1Hl pay tlO p:-1:-:;;.;age uwue)~. He 
was HO desirom; of prodng Hmue concln."-'ion that 
he forgot hi;-; lWeviotu; a.rg-nrncmt~, :tnd thns con
tnvlicted himself continually. He (the Premier) 
crmlc! assnre the Committee that agl'icnltnml 
lctbnnrers could not be got if they had to l''W 
their own paf.>tmges, and thn,t there wn-., the 
greatest difficulty in getting· theul when their 
pas."ttges \Vere paid for then1. The h(m. gcntle
rnan also c(_)mplained-and it was a singular rngn
rnent to con1e frurn him--of the nnfnirne.-;t-\ 
of the whole con1rnunity being conqJtjllct1 
to pay the passages of irn1nigra.nt.s intro
clnced for a particular class. Of comse it 

would be unfair if continnet! long ; lJut they 
were at present \\'illing to pcty the expeuses of 
labourer:-.: eominu out for all claf'~~e-R of the con1-
munity. At the ]\resent time the planteh claimed 
spec:ial considPrntion, and the (+ovennnent v"-ere 
givin~ thenl special cou~iderat!nn, tho~gh t~oy 
\Vould not gi\~e thern the special consuler.ttion 
they wanted. 'l'he planters would receive the 
contJideratinn which eoul(l fairly be given tbern 
without injury to the rest of the community. 
They would be sh<nnl that they could 
get till ample snpply of labour which would 
do theil' wo1·k, awl the~t was . all that 
the)' could expect. He had not the slight
est doubt that in the cmu·sc of three or four 
years it wonlcl be shown, not to the satisfctction 
of some people hut to the satisfaction of the 
conn1nmity, that :->nfficient lnbuu~· coultl ~e got. 
Those who would try the expemuent vnth tlw 
intention of nJa..killn' ·it ::-mccend would find it :1 

succe• ;, lmt those ~who ,]esire,] that it should 
not ,.;ncceed wonl<l most likely fail, and they 
would have only themselves to blame. \Vhen it 
was Hho1cn by those 1dw desirecl that it should 
succeed that the experiment was a success, the 
comrnunity wonht turn a de-n.f ear to those who 
wonl<l not ctdopt the chss of bbour intended Ly 
the Bill. \Vhen it had been shown that et mfti
cient "'l']Jly of labour "'" a\·ailable, the 
planters might be left to pro.-irlc themselves 
with that labour; in the mectntime the corrnnn
nity would not object to extending a helping 
!J,tnd while they were in difficulty. 

::\[r. SCOTT sai'l they had been informed by 
the Premier tlmt the Bill was iutendecl to supply 
a want in the agricnltural districts, ccml he had 
gi n~n an illn~trn.tion. of ho\\r it \vonld work. 
Agents were to be sent home to tell the' people 
tht> rate of wages ruling in the colony, and em
ployers of lctbour would be allowed to make their 
own lmrgainB with the people at home nfter the 
matter had been explained to them by those 
ao·e-nt~. He went on to Ra.y that \:hen those 
n~en cmne ont and fonnd that the w:tges paid 
to then1 wore not f:;O high as the ·wages 
rnling in the colnny they wo1~ld, as had been 
d 1)110 before, throw np thcrr enga.geinent~; 
>md tlmt, the machinery of the law wonld not 
be snfficient to enforce them to carry out those 
agremnent.-::. ..:\._:-:; an illn.s:tration, the hon. gentle
rn:1n referred to a. ca:-;e ·which occtuTed out 'vest 
a s.hmt tiu1e ago. He would nnt 60 OYer the 
\vell-tt'(l(lden gronnd of white rnen not being 
inclined to work in the cauefiel<l.s ; lmt he knew 
frmn hi:-; own experience they worP not. T-Ie kHO\V 
that eYen if the \rtt,ge . .;; received by the innni ~ 
grant::; were np to the rnling- \Ynge:;; of the colony 
theY wonlcl not 1mrk in the caueficlde, and the 
rcsitlt would be that they v unld, almost to a 
IH<tll, tln·ow np their agre8ments. Tbat \\'Onld 
be the re>nlt of tlw Bill, according to what the 
Colonial Secretary had sa.id Juring the fonnPr 
part of the eve11ing·. 'I'ho hon. gentlmnan luul 
:-;hown th~tt it \\'onld hJ no intpron.:nHmt on 
eolnunxl labonr; and he (.'\fr. Scott) did not 
kno\V where the g·ood \\'a:> to cmue in. 

Mr. XUETUX ,,;ci<l the I'remier hacl tol,] the 
Cnnnnittce tlmt all the arguments used on the 
Oppo.-;ition ~dde mntmuted to the exprt',,.:.:ion of 
a.n opinion iu favour of coolie labour. Bnt the 
hon. g·e11tlmuan '"as (1nitc \\To1l,t;·, and thn whole 
of hi,; m·~·mlHmt,; pointe<l tn the fnc·t tbat he 
mn>t lmve that '·little German vote." The 
leader of the Opposition ha<l spoken of the difti
C..1lty of getting· agricultural labourers frmn 
England, ~tati11g that ll1C-'Chanic,1 , represeuting 
thelllselve . .., to be agricultural laUonrel·s, engr.getl 
thmuselves to co1ne nut ar:> t-mch; and the 
Prelllier l'eJl' ,,ted tlw,t ,;tatoment. Bnt if tba,t 
ctpplied to J<:nghnd, it apvlied also to ctny other 
country from which immigrants might be brought. 
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How v1rere the agent~ to know whether the n1en 
who came before thetn \Ye re agricnlturallahourers? 
In England, there \Va~ not onl~, the Iunnigration 
1-\gent to see that iunnigra,uts were properly 
selected, but employers could appoiut their 
friends, or any perP.('ns they liked, to select 
the people they wished to bring out ; ann 
those agents of the employers would be able 
to find out whether the pers<ms they en
gaged belonged to the class to \Vhich they 
profe;:;sed to belong. In Germany, they n1nst 
tnu;t to the agent, and there was no gnarantee 
that that officer would be able to gnarcl against 
persons who \Vere not agricultural labourerB, 
coming out as snch. The probttbilities were that 
if rr1echanics \Vanted to cmne out frmn G-ennany 
they would come ten times more easily thttn the 
1nechanics cmne frmn England. rrhe hon. gentle~ 
man said ttlso tlmt the people the Government 
,~·ishec\ to bring out were those '''ho would cmne 
out as ltthourers for" time, and ttfterwa,r<ls settle 
on land of their own. But would they be ttble 
to do that? Did not the Bill' introduced by 
the :Minister for Lttnds absolutely exclnde 
them from the land? \Vtts the principle 
it contained, so far a::; it went- the ]e8.sing 
princij,le-to be adhered to or not? The hon. 
gentleman, on the second reading, n0t only sa.id 
thttt it w,mld be " party measme, but he said 
there wtts only tt small minority on the Opposi
tion side, and that they would have to take the 
Bill whether they liked it or not. He could 
speak of that mr tRure now because it was con
nected with the Bill before the Committee. It 
was impossible to separate the two, particnlarly 
when the probability of those labomers settling 
on the land ttfter they came to the colony had 
been referred to. In the speech mttde, by the 
hon. gentlernnn he not only said Jistinctly that 
they had to accept the Lttnd Bill whether 
they like•l it or not, hut he absolutely con
demned the principle of homestead selections. 
'l'he hon. gentlem<>n quoted from a report, which 
had certainly very little to do with the subject, 
concle1nning the sy~tern of hmne;-_;h•ad ;.;elections; 
ttnd the Minister for \Vorks, who was the ne'<t 
Minister who spoke, said the homestead system 
had been a downright bilure in the colony, and 
ou~·ht to be abolished. Thus, uf two J\Iinisters, 
one absolutely condemned the system, ttnd the 
other supported hin1 in even stronger tern1s than 
the former had employed. The Opposition con
tended that the hmneste:crl sy,,tem ought to oe 
nutintained; anti it was e\·ident, after three or 
four S)'eeches had been deih·ered, that that 
principle would have to be inserted in the Bill, 
if not in the u_"tnle vvord~, yet in such a rnanner 
that people could' take np land on the 
r-;arne tenn . ..:; as under the existing- Act. 
Even hon. n1e1nbers 'vho generally sup~ 
pnrted the Goyernn1ent iusiste< l on smnething 
of that kind being done. They could onlv 
assume now that that Hill, which wa.s to be 
forced upon the Opposition whether they liked 
it or not, was to be so nltered that ttll the ttrgn
ments urged in its hvom· by the J\Iinister for 
Lands and the Minister for \Vorks were to be 
thrown to the winds. After utterly condemning 
the principle of homestea<l selection in the 
Rtronge;.;t pnsRible language, either it oe .smne
thing· very lllltch like it 'vas to be introduced 
into the Bill. If Ruch was not the cttse, then it 
would he uttel'ly impossible thnt men brought 
ont under the conditions proposed by the )'resent 
l3ill could settle <lown on the lam] for years. 
They coul<l not possibly, nnle, .. , they brought 
money with them-which wtts not very prohable
get land, rtnd he able to fulfil the comlitiuns 
rertnirucl Ly the new Land Hill. Therefore 
the argnuumts of the Prmnicr were not 
strictly 1tpplicable to the measure now under 
discussion. They were simply meant to clmw 

attention from the one point aimed at; o,nd that 
voint was, he had no hesitation in saying, the 
introduction of Gerrnans in large rnnnber8 into 
the colonv. It W<ts not the mere rmttter of cost 
of introdi1cing inunigraut~ that the Oppmdtion 
complained of. vVhat they insisted upon was, 
that if large numbers of people were to he 
brought out to the colony ttt the cost of the tax
payers, they shonld be j,eople of their own flesh 
and blood. They mttintained, in spite of the · 
ttssertions of the other side, that those bbnurers 
were to be had in J~ng-bnd. They <lid not wish 
the Committee to be guided by the opinion of any 
one 1na,n, when they knew frorn other HOurces that 
lahourers were to he lmcl there in ttny number. 
If peo1Jle belonging to Great Britain were to be 
brought out to the colouy there could ue no par
ticular objectirm to the Bill. The difference 
between the policy of the present Govemment 
ttnd tlmt of the late Government was, that the 
late G-overnment, in introducing the Bill of 
1S82, expressed their intention to hriug out 
people from Grettt Britain, believing thttt they 
could get enough fl'Om there-they absolutely 
refused to put on :1ny 8hipH to bring imntigrants 
direct from the Continent-whereas the pre,ent 
Uovernrnent ttsoertecl that they could not get 
labourers in sufficient quantity from Great 
Britain, ttnd therefore intended to bring out 
large numbers from the Continent of Europe. 
He (J\Ir. Nm·ton) htt<l not the slightc't hesitntion 
in believing thttt the Government introduced the 
Bill, not simr,ly bee>~ use they could not get other 
labourers, but becausetheythoughtitttn expedient 
which would work for their own ends-ashrtd been 
the caHe not very long s;ince; their intention being 
to bring out a large nutnher of German voten~, who 
would be ttble to swamp the British vote at any 
election that might take plttce. ln districts where 
Gennans were nun1erous, it Wa-<3 the German 
vote which httd sent members to the House; ttnd 
it was the German element that wtts represented 
in the Chamber, and not the nujority of British 
voters. \Vhat the Opposition objected to wtts, 
not to Germans coming to the colony, bnt to 
their being brought out at the expense of the 
people of the British race; and when the inhabi
tants of the colony cttme to understand tbe 
matter fairly-which was not the cttse now
there would be "very stronr; feeling agaimt the 
Bill amongst them. The Premier lmd spoken 
of those imlented blxlllrers becoming them se] ves 
in tilne prnducerH of sugar on land of their 
own. When at :VIackay, he (Mr. N01·ton) wtts 
greatly in terestecl to fh1d a class of small sugttr
growers who cultivated their own lttncl, ttnd 
were ttble to make a considerable profit from it. 
He was glad to see thttt, for it would be a had 
thing for the country if it were entirely given 
up to large plrtnt!Ltions, if small plantr1tions 
coulrl succeed tts well. Lttrge rlttnttttions were 
no doubt g-ood, bnt it would not clo for the 
country to be all brge phntat'o,ls. On inquir
ing into the circurn::-;tn,nces of those small sugar~ 
gr~)\'~>'ers, he found that ROn1e of then1 received 
lb. " ton for their cane-the mill owners sup
plying the lttbour to cut the cane ttnd cttrt it 
to the milk Others were receiving " much 
higher price-14s. or 15s. a ton-but they had to 
cut their own cane and cart it to the mills. In 
the former cases the whole of the receipts were 
profits, while in the latter the profits amountetl 
to 4s. or Gs. a ton, all the rest being swttllowed 
up in expenses. The reason why the planters 
were ahle to give so high n price for the cttne, as 
it stood on the lttncl, was because they had 
black lahour available to cut aud cart it cheaply. 
It would he hardly fair to take those cases "·" 
an example. The systen1 n1ight be a succeRs 
when times were good, but ttt the present low 
price of sugttr it would be utterly impossible to 
carry it out except on " very lttrge sc&le 
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Certainly, unless in the immediate vicinity of 
the nnll, rt would be ~bsolutely impossible to do 
so. At the pre,ent tnne he umlerstood that in 
the neighbourhood of Brisbane there were men 
with Sinall sugar plantations who <rot tht->ir cane 
cnmhed at central mills, who had r~wde up their 
minds that at the end of the present sea."'n they 
\Vouldabandon sugar~gro\vin(r and t~ubstitnte s01ne 
ot)rer kind of a;;ricnlture ; but those who had 
tmlls were not in a position to do that; they 
could not abandon them-at any mte, not until 
they lmd fo.und some :'ther means of canying 
on. He belreved that, rf the Brll pa."ecl, cheap 
European labour would be the means by 
which they wonld attempt to carry on those 
wor]~s. vVhether it would jll'0\'8 a SUCCCd; or not 
he dHl no~ know. It was absolutely cettain tlurt 
not the slightest argun1ent had been brought for
ward on the other side to show that the employ
ment nf cheap European labourers would not 
rermlt in a geuera1 reduction of wageR in the 
COJ<!ny. rrho:)8 Inen, ~V8l1 if they carried out 
the1r agreements-even 1f thev served the whole of 
their term-would be in a J>Osition to compete 
with other labourer-' in the colony, at a lower nrte 
of wages. They ·were not n1en who would forn1 
any tn.txles unions, or. co1nbine in keeph1g- up the 
pr1ce of labmn-. The1r one desire '"::u; to become 
possessed of a piece of land and Rettle on it. But 
under the new Land Bill it would be im
possible for them to get a piece until 
they had raised a sufficient sum to be able 
to buy a freehold from preRent freeholders or 
until they ha< I a snflicient sum tn fence in their 
land within two years aftee they got it, and he 
a~1le also to maintain thernseh·es during that 
tn;re .. It was abeolutely impossible, unle.<s the 
prmcrples of the Bill were to be abandoned, that 
labourers brnught out under the Bill now before 
the Committee could get land to settle on with 
anything like the facility thctt people had been 
able to do hitherto. The one object, he believed, 
thCLt the Gm·ernment had in view in connection 
with the Bill was to ln·ing in a cbss of people 
who did not understand the language of 
the colony, and whose opinions in con
nection with politicctl mattms were supplied 
from one source. If the Premier was sincere in 
his desire that those people should settle on the 
land, then it could only be supposed that he in
tended to abandon the chief principles of the 
Land B~ll, which they were told, only a few 
weeks smce, the Government would be able 
to shove down the thmats of the or,position, 
because they were a small minority in the 
House. 

Mr. HORWITZ said the object of the Bill was 
to <;"et htbourers from Great Britain, Scotland 
and Germany ; but it ;;eemed to him th::~t hon: 
members on the other side tried to make 
out thttt it was the intention of the Govern
nlent to only get Gennan hnn1igl'ant:-:. 
Hon. members, however, need tl0t be the 
lercst afraid. , If the Hou'e thought proper 
to get some C.-erman labourers, they would not 
be th_e slaves of the sugar-planters; he could 
promrse the Mouse that. They would not be 
labourers very long; they might be so for two 
or three years, but as soon as they got £20 or £30 
they would get homesteads of their own. It 
was said that under the new Land Bill Germans 
would not be able to get any land but he 
believed they would have a better chance than 
they had now, and for this reason : A German 
did not require much land. There were 
plenty of them about IV arwick who had only 
tweuty acres; and if some hon. members oppo
site were to visit the district they would be sur
prised to find those people lidng well and in a 
very respectable way. Under the new Land 
Bill Germans would be able to take up 100 
Qf 900 ~,cres of l~,nd; bnt they rlicl not require 

960 acres-it was too much for them. If they 
took up 100 acres all they would haw to pay 
would be 2iis. a year, at 3d. per acre. If a man 
could not pay that, then he was not worthy to 
take up land at all; they did not want colonists 
who could not clo that. The hon. member for 
Port Cnrtis said that certain Germans were sent 
into that House by the Gerrrutns. 

Mr. XOl{TON: I did not say that Germans 
were sent here by the Germans. I said hon. 
members were sent here ; I did not refer to 
Gennans 1 )articularly. 

Mr. HORWITZ said he thought it was all the 
sarne. He himself was a German, nnd he did 
not think he received twenty votes, in the dis· 
trict of \Yarwick, from Germans. As for the 
h<m. member for Darling Downs (l\Ir. Kates), 
\vho \vas also a Germnn, but who was not no\v 
present, he did not think he got forty German 
votes. They only represented the Germans to a 
certain extent. He (Mr. Horwitz) was sent 
there, not simply in the interests of the Germans, 
but in the interests also of the English, Irish, 
and Scotch ; and he had a! ways recorded his vote 
with the greatest care, independent of either 
Ride of the House. The Germans who were here 
made very good colonists, and if the Committee 
chose to say that more should be brought they 
cuuld do so. 

Mr. ::'-<OR TON said he hoped the hon. mem 
ber would not take hiH rernark;.; as referring to 
himRelf, as he believed the hon. member 1·epre· 
sented a district in which there were very 
few Germans. \Vhat he did say was that there 
\Vere 1nernbers of the House representing di!:itrict:-:l 
in w hi eh there were large numbers of Germans, 
who were returned by the German vote. In 
places where the votes of the British popula
tion were about e<1ually divided, and there 
was a large nun1ber of GermanB, then tha 
votes of the Gern1a.ns, given as one vote, 
must necessarily turn the scale and decide which 
member should be returned. Anyone with any 
common sense would see that in cases of that 
kind it was the German vote which really sent 
members to this House; and where a consider
able majority of the British population were in 
favour of a particular member they might be 
prevented by the German vote, acting with the 
small minority, from returning the member 
chosen by the majority of the British popu
lation. He ha<l no objection to Germans 
whatever ; they were good agriculturists 
and good colonists ; and so far as he had 
occasion to employ them he had every reason to 
be satisfied. But what he said was that, being 
British colonists, they should first look to Great 
Britain for the people they were to bring out ; 
and when they could not get any more of their 
own nation it was time to go elsewhere. Until 
they had used up the supply of British colonists 
they should not go to any other country what
ever, no matter how good the people might be. 
At the same time, he hoped that the h<m. member 
would accept his assurance that in his remarks 
he had not the slightest intention of referring to 
him personally. Since the hon. member had 
been in the House he had always acted with 
perfect fairness, and in the most honourable way; 
that opinion, he felt sure, would be shared by 
hon. members on both sides of the House. 

Mr. BLACK said they were getting rather 
away from the subject-matter of the Bill. He 
quite agreed with all that had fallen from the 
hon. member for vV arwick. That these Germans 
were able to make a good living on forty acres 
in the southern portion of the colony was 
well known to every member of the House; but 
they had been given to understand that the 
Germans and other continental labourers were 
to be brought ont to tall:e the place pf th§ 
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kanakas on the sugar plantations. This was 
where he joined issue with the Premier: The 
suga,r-planters were firmly convinced that the 
ordinary l'~uropean labonrers would not do the 
work of kanakas on the cctnefields, and that the 
consequence of introducing them would be 
to reduce the rate of wages all over the 
colony. The planters were not opposed to 
what they had been used to call }Juropean agri
cultural labour. He denied that the effect of 
introducing 2,000 coolies into Mackay would be, 
as the Premier had said, to drive out all the 
European labour ; and he maintained that no 
argument could be brought forward to pro re thn.t 
such was likely to be the case. Last year some 
2,200 European immigrants had landed at :Mac
kay, and settled in the district, and got good 
wages. They did not in any way displace the Euro
peans already there, but they assisted to achiere 
the most remarkable success, not only for that 
part of the country, but fur the whole of the 
North. But it would be rery different if they 
introduced this cheap Continental labour-for it 
must be cheap if it was to be effective, as under 
the present condition of the s"gar industry they 
could only afforcl to produce sugar at a certain 
price per ton, and to prevent loss the labourers 
employed mu~t neCf'<Sarily work ai; a low rate of 
'vages: Taking the hon. gentleinan's own sugge~
tion, snppo~ing 2,000 agricultural labourer:.; frmn 
thecontinentof J'~urope landed at lYiackay during 
the next twelve months ;-he merely cho.qe 1\Iac
kay as a typical district ; the Burdekin, ,J ohnstone, 
and other districts were exactly analogous ;
these men might be introduced as agricultural 
labourers, but would they not be turned into 
mechanics? Some of them would have some apti
tude to become ploughmen, and would certainly 
take the place of all existing ploughn1en ; others 
would become blacksmiths and engine-drivers ; 
and no matter how inexperienced they might be 
when they first landed, if they had a sufficient 
inducement offered to them in the way of a 
slight increase of wages they would gradnally 
supplant all existing l'~uropean mechanics. The 
Europeans displaced would leave the North and 
come south, hoping to get higher wages ; but they 
would be disappointed, and a reduction of wages 
would take place all over Queensland. He could 
not allow the hon. the Premier's remarks to go 
without reply, because the debate would excite 
interest all through the colony. The Premier 
had stated that when the Cingalese were intro
duced into Queensland orders were given to 
thoHe recruiting the1n to bring out rr1echanic8. 
Now, he (Mr. Black) was quite familiar with 
the whole of the circumstances, and he knew 
that no such orders or instructions were given 
to the agent, Mr. Nott. His instructions 
were to bring out Tamil coolies from India, 
and no one was more angry and annoyed than 
were the planters themselves when they found 
he had brought out mechanics from Colombo 
and Ceylon. The planters were perfectly content 
to accept European labour as far as they 
considered it suitable to their requirements, but 
they maintained that European labourers would 
not and could not do the work performed by 
coloured labourers in the tropics. He challenged 
the hon. member to tell in what country in the 
world, with a climate like North Queensland, 
:B;uropean labourers were successfully employed 
in field-work on sugar plantations. He had said 
it was the case in many parts of the world. He 
(lVIr. Black) denied it in toto. The only place he 
knew where cane was cultivated by Europeans 
was clown on the Richmond, Clarence, and 
Tweed, a far more temperate climate than that 
of Queensland, and where the producers had the 
advantage of a bonus of £5 per ton on all the 
sugar they produced. On the Sandwich Islands 
they hC~cl ha.cl Portngnese +<~bonrers, 

The PREMIER: Norwegians and Danes. 
Mr. BLACK : It had turned out a failure; and 

in Honolulu, where they also attempted to grow 
sugar with cheap European labour, it had only 
been a partial success, because in consequence of 
their international treaty with America they 
received a bonus of 2&d. a pound for every ponnd 
of sugar. 

The PREMIER : Honolulu and the Sandwich 
Islanch are the same place. 

Mr. BLACK : Thec,e were the grounds on 
which the planters considered the scheme would 
not be succes,;ful. If they had thought it a suit
able description of labour, why on earth had 
they never introduced it themselves? If they had 
to pay the whole passage of the immigrants from 
Europe, it woulrl becheapertlmn getting kanakas. 
They could not import a kanaka for less than £25. 
Any employer of labour could go home to }~ng
land or to any part of the Continent, and, 
without any assistance from the Government, 
bring out labourers for from £1() to £18, after 
they they had paid every sixpence ; and under 
the bounty clauses they could get them out for 
£10 or probably something less. Therefore there 
rnust be ::;ornething 1nore than the 1nere senti~ 
1nent thrtt it was ''servile" or "cheap'' labour 
which made them prefer the labour they had. It 
was simply because it w~s reliable and snitable. 
That was why it was neces"ary, because it was 
suitable to the industry. He hoped he had 
shown hem. members that if the planters con
sidered ]~uropean labonr "cts suitable to the 
industry they could actually ;;·et it cheaper than 
they conlrl get even Polynesians, or than they 
could even get coolies. It was uot a question of 
sentiment at all, but one description of labour 
was suitable, and European labour was not 
suitable to the industry. The hon. gentleman 
talked about if planters would only be content 
to accept a slightly less profit than they got, 
instead of receiving 30 or 40 per cent., and 
paid their labourers more. The planters were 
getting nothing of the kind ; and he challenged 
the Premier to give a single instance of a planter 
making 30 or 40 per cent. He Yentured to state 
that, taking this year and last year, they were 
not paying their way, but were actually losing· 
money. The consequence of that experiment 
forced upon the planters by the Government 
would be to so entirely destroy the con
fidence reposed by capitalists in the sugar 
industry that it would very likely fail. He 
wished to see the sugar industry flourish, 
not because he was a planter, but because 
he could see that during the sixteen years since 
it was initiated in Queensland it had been a 
source of immense benefit to the colony. They 
had introduced about 9,000 or 10,000 kanakas 
into the colony ; they were working under regula
tions, and confined to the pursuits for which they 
were introduced ; and he maintained that those 
labourers had done nothing but good fo the 
country. They had been the means of 
initi>lting an industry which, without them, 
would never have existed in the northern 
portion of the colony. Queensland would never 
have achieved the notoriety which she had 
achieved of having such a thriving industry, and 
one which none of the other colonies possessed, 
had it not been for the assiotance of bhlck labonr. 
Notwithstanding the experiments carried out in 
the southern and minor parts of the colony, it was 
absolutely necessary that they should have 
coloured labour to carry on the industry success
fully. vVhether Germans, Danes, Swedes, Eng
lish, Irish, or Scotchrnen came out here as agri
cultural labourers, he would be prepared on 
behalf of the planters to welcome them, and 
employ them for those descriptions of work on 
vlant<~tion~ or anywhere else for which they 
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were suited. But tt!thongh the planters were 
compelled to nmke the experiment by the 
Government in self-defence, it should not be said 
that the jJlanters forced that experiment npon 
the conntry. He hoped the Bill wonld pass ; and 
he had no hesitation in saying, not only on 
behalf of the planters, but on behalf of the work
ing men of the colony, tlmt this measure, if 
pa.r;:;:;ed, would do 1nore harn1 t!) the working n1en 
of the colony than any other: measure ever intro· 
clnced into the conntry. 

The PRE:VIIKR: Is that why you hope it will 
pass? 

Jliir. BLACK : I hope it will pass for your sake. 
Mr. FERG l~SOX said that, so far as he could 

see, the Bill was not properly understood when 
it c~une before the Honse for its second reading. 
The Bill itself "'as a simple one, bnt the inten
tion of it was not understood ; and it was only 
since it had gone into committee that the real 
intention of it had been brought out, and it hacl 
only come out by clegrees. He considered that if 
the Government passed the Bill with the intention 
of supplying labour to the planters of the J'\ orth 
instead of the labour they already employed, 
they would make the greatest mistake they had 
ever made. He was certain the labourers of the 
colony would consider the Bill a most dangerous 
one, and the worst Bill that had ever come 
before that House, so far H.S they were con
cerned. It wtts striking the first blow towards 
the reduction of the wages of the labouring 
classes. Not only one class but every class-ft·om 
the field labourer, the btmh labourer, the miner, 
the town labourer, and all classes of mechanics. 
Every one them would have their wages reducer! 
if the Bill were passed. He ~uarantced that 
before eighteen months were OYer the rate of 
wages would be reduced 25 per cent. He had 
been an employer of labour for over twenty 
years, and he had employe 1 labour to a very 
great extent; and he had never yet attempteri
in fact, he had tclways OJ>]Josecl any scheme what
ever brought forward towards the reduction of 
the wages of the labouring classes in the colony. 
He considered the ruling wages of the labourers 
in the colony at the present time was not too 
high, considering the climate they had to put up 
with, and the expenses of living and .everything 
else. lf the wages of the worlung cla:-:ses 
were reduced by 2s. a day-and he had 
not the slightest doubt, if the Bill passed 
that would be the effect in a year or eighteen 
months -they would take away the whole 
of the labourer's Jm)fit. 'l'he labour of 
those men w:.ts their capital, and if they took 
away 2s. a clay from them they would take 
away all their profit. \Vhat was the cause 
of the prosperity in the country at the present 
time? He said thttt it was undoubtedly because 
the ruling rate of wages was, he wonlcl not 
say a high rate, hut a fair rate. There was 
no country in the world, in which the ruling 
rate of wages was low, that could be calle<l 
a prosperous country, or a country which 
would entice anyone to emigrate to it. 'l'he 
reason why Queensland was looked upon 
as a, good place to er11igrate to wa~ hecaw.;e 
the wages ruling here were fair. The Bill, if 
passed, would undoubteclly have the effect of 
reducing the l'<:tte of wageR, and of taking away 
what belonged to them from the many and put
ting it into the hnnds of the few. 'l1hey would 
be simply taking the money out of the 'pockets 
of the poor, who were in the majority, and 
putting it into the hands of the few, who 
were rich, in order to make them richer. 
He did not think a single working man 
in the colony objected to the amending Bill 
passed last session, restricting the Polynesian 
labourer to field-work and tropical agriculture. 

He had not heard the voice of a single working 
man rai.sed ag·ainst that BilL because it restricted 
that labour to the work it was intended to per
fonn. Those labourers '"ere engaged for three 
years to 'vork in tropical a~riculture ; and, at 
the t<.~rrnina,tion of their engagmnent, the 
planter, or whoever engaged them, had to send 
them home to theie country at their expense. 
That was a Bill compelling the employers them
selves to pay all the expense of the introduction 
of the labonr they ref!uirecl, and of sending the 
men back to their islands, in the event of their 
nut wishing to re-engage on the plantations. 
The labourers 'vere not allowed in any way to 

1 
spread all over the colony, or engage in any 
other occupation than that for which they were 
engaged. He did not think that colonrecl bbonr, 
under the restrictions which had been provided, 
would in any way interfere with the white 
labouring classe" of the colony ; in fact, it had a 
tendency the other way, and he believed himself 
that coloured labour, under proper restrictions, 
tended to increase the employment of the white 
population and increase the rate of wages. He 
lm>ked upon the employment of coloured labour 
in this colony as alnHJHt in the same position as 
machinery, as it not only increased employment 
generally on the plantations, but throughout the 
whole colony, and incr,cased the work in the £mm
dries. The Bill before the House was quite a clif
ferent thing. It was a Bill which proposed to in
troduce a large number of a low-paid class of 
Continental labour, such as Swedes, Danes, 
Scanclina;-iane, Italians, and Germans. That 
was what he took the Bill to be, and it had 
been explained for the first time that after
noun that that was the class of labour it was 
proposed to introduce into the colony. There 
was no doubt whatever that that class of 
labour could be lJrocnred. By engaging people 
in their own country, they coulcl be got 
for two or three years at 10s. per week ; 
and there was no doubt that the planters, in 
the North especially, woulcl take ad vantage of 
the clause, and would have them out in the 
colony in a year or two. \Vhat would be the re 
suit'? There was not the slightest fear that those 
n1en would ren1ain on the plantations long. He 
was as sure as he was Htanding there tb:Jot not 
25 per cent. of them would be on those planta
tions in a twel vemonth after they arrived, 
no matter what agreement they signed; and the 
conseqnence would be that there would be 
no restriction over them whatever such as 
there was over the present labour, and 
they would spreatl all over the colony. 
They would not be in a po;;itilln to take 
up land and fence it and improve it; hut 
they would opread all oYer the colony. There 
would be a mixture of all classes of labour, and 
mechanics of all kinds. It was all very well 
to say they could get agricultuml labourers 
only -·they could never get them. The:v 
would only remain on the plantations fc r 
the first six months until they got a few 
pounds, and then they would be off to the 
southern parts of the colony. They would get 
such a sickener of tlw North that thev woulcl 
clear nut to the coolest parts of the col;my ttnd 
compete with the very chss of people who 
brought them out to the colony. The labonring 
class paid just as much for the introduction of 
those people into the colony as the planters, or 
any employer who indented them; so thnt they 
were paying actually to get 1nen out to the 
colony to compete with themselves and reduce 
their own wages. 'l'hat was the result the Bill 
would have, and he was satisfied that before 
twelve months were past there would be meet
ings all over the colony, sending petitions 
to Parliament to stop immigration-at any rate 
to stop that class of immigration. He was satisfied 



of that. He consirlered that the preo<ent Gov
ernulBnt o\ved it~~ position to tha.t very 
dass of people. He Yentured to .~,w that w;t 
10 per cent. of the "·hole vote' otJtside the 
labouring classes hml been given to the present 
tiovern1~1ent; RO that their position in the colony 
wa~ O\Vlng to that very das/3 tha.t they \Vere 
trymg to legislate for, and legislating to inter
fere with, at their own expense. That was his 
vie\v of the Bill, and he w~t8 certa,in that a gre~1t 
rleal of wlmt he had stated woulrl be realised in 
a very short time. He could not allow the Bill 
to pa:·m without prote~ting against it. and if it 
did pa,;s he wa,.; free from >ill blame. Ho had 
expre,.;sed his opinion, and he beliend that th:~t 
opinion would be very soon believer! and under
:stnocl by the whole House. 

::\Ir. FOOTE .~aid he could not say that he 
looked upon the Bill in the same light as the 
hon. gentleman who had just sat clown. Of 
cuurse the speech tlutt that hem. gentleman had 
Jnst nutde \Vas a very good_ electioneering speech; 
a very good speech for a city electorate ; and 
he supposed io would be jtmt the speech that a 
member repre·<enting· a city would be expecterl to 
!Wtke. .Moreover, he looked upon the speech of 
the hon. gentleman as merely a fornml matter 
--as one of tho~c lJrotests tha.t hon. gentleuwn 
are smnetimes mtllerl np'm to make whether 
sincerely or otherwise. He looked' upon the 
Bill as an indent labour Bill ; a Bill to mmhle 
'my ]Jerson within the colony wlw requirerllahom 
to indent it, or nnc~er which any person iu the 
colony who had fr1encls at home in the old 
country, or· Ger1nany, or elsewhere, would he 
able to scnrl for them. \Vhat could be done 
under the Bill could al"J be rlone under the 
pre;sent. Act. . There . was sc,trcely a scintilla 
wlnch 1t contmned wluch could not he carried 
out under the pre,ent Act. He really did not 
understand why all the atbcks lute! been made 
np1~n the Bill. He certainly saw one point 
whwh the hem. leader of the Opposition was 
trying to make, when he said that the 
pn""'ent Gnvernrr1ent ca1ne into pcnver by the 
use of a very powerful le,·er~upon the Kanaka 
question~whioh he considered put them into 
office. :1\ow the hon. gentleman saw there was 
another opportunity, an cl thought they could use 
the same lever in order to put the Government 
out upon the question of cheap labour, if 
they could pos:sibly do so. 'fhe present 
Act provided that parties could be bmu<rht 
o:Jt for £2, and not only so, but the Ag~~t
(xeneral .had power to even defray their 
expenses m some cases to the port of mnb'Jrk
<Ltion. vVhat in the world could be cheaper tha.n 
that? Certain]~·, there was no clam;e in the 
existing Act which he >vas aware of, which 
enabled a person wanting labour from the old 
country to indent his labour; that was to say, 
to send home an order for twenty, or thirty, 
or forty men of whatever class of htbour 
he might want, and then have them brOJwht 
out to hi~ order, consigned to hin1 ; that 
was to say, that they were under agreement 
to serve him for a certain period. That 
was where the rlitference existed. The Bill 
would enable a man to do so. He might say 
that the class of labonr which had been coming 
to the colony was not the class of labour that had 
been wanted fur the interior. There had been 
some difficulty in filling the ships, and in many 
cases they had been got wherever they could be 
found, so long as the ship was filled. The parties 
sailing the vessel received their money, and that 
was all they cared about. The colony had to 
lo<lk for something more than the city labourer". 
\vhn had been conling out, n1thnugh they were 
very good anrl useful in their pbce" -wlmt they 
understood was of no 111:1e as a. fann labourer · and 
he would give an instance. A few month~ ago, 
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when there were several meetings being held 
about Bri:sbane, of men who were said to be un
able to find employment, and so on, there was a 
great stir for a short time, and he put an aclvertise
ment in the paper for an agricultural labourer 
\vho was accustmned to hor:.;es, and nwwing rna~ 
chines, anrl ploughs. He had one reply, and that 
was not a suitable one even at that time, am! at 
that time the colony was supposed to be glutted 
with labour. If he required to indent labour, 
that was just the Bill he should like to come 
under. He ,-.:houlcl not go to (1-ertnany, or to 
ctny other country, but should be disposed to 
inqwrt tlHbC people \vho~e language he under~ 
stood, and who understood him when he wi;;hed 
to communicate anY order. :;'\or should he senrl 
to the Agent-General in London, for the class of 
labour he would want. He die! not think thntgen
tleman would he a p;ood judge. Although he had 
been a long time in the colony, he still had 
interest enough in the old country, and friend;; 
enough there to be able to send an order to the 
very locality to ttppoint a person to select the 
very labourer he rertnired and h,we that chws of 
la,bonr indented -real agricultural labourerH
men who, when they came to the colony, did 
not want to he told what they were to do, nor 
yet how to do it. Xot the class of labonr that 
httd been coming out under the present system~ 
a cla,;s that, if they had to be engaged upon 
farms, had to bo educated in every department 
of their work. He did not think, as he had 
already said, that the Bill \vas one that would 
reducB the price of labour to the extent that had 
been represented· by the hon. gentlemen opposite. 
The labour market was like anv other market : 
stock the lllltrket, and the price went down. 
It opemted just in the same way as any other 
market they had to deal in. As he bacl ah·early 
stated, there was nothing permitted by that 
Bill that could not be clone under the Act at 
present in force. Some hon. members haclmacle 
disparaging staten1ents as to the cla,ss of labour 
to be introduced, and had s"'id tlutt the :sugar
plantm·s did not want that class of htbour. The 
planters were like a sulky boy ; they wanted 
something, and if they could not get the thing 
they wanted they would have nothing at all. 
He was of opinion that, if they were allowed 
to indent labour as proposed by the measure 
under discussion, they would not require any 
arguments a couple of years hence to convince 
them that the labour was suitable for their 
requirements. He did not believe that the 
people brought out would not keep their bar
gain when they arrived in the colony ; he 
believed they would keep their agreements. 
The hrm. the leader of the Opposition gave them 
an idea that afternoon of some men he and others 
had imported, but hon. members must remem
ber that the hon. gentleman went to Asi'1 and 
Scotland. The people from the latter country, 
they knew, were a very canny class of people, and 
knew when they were imposed on, and, coining 
to a land like this, were not likely to stand that 
imposition for any lengthened )Jeriod. If the 
hem. gentleman had gone to England it was 
quite possible that the poor dupes he engaged 
there would carry out their agreements for the 
whole term of their service. Snch agricultura 
labourers as those to which he (J\IIr. Foote) re 
ferred were the very class of people to settle 
down on the land. They were fond of home, 
nncl did not care to travel abont from place to 
place; they only wanted to settle down, and 
would he perfectly satisfied to serve the sugar
planter or any other person who might employ 
them. 

:Mr. P"\L:\U;R 'aid hon. memberH on the 
oppo.site sirle of the Honse referrerl to the Bill 
aB « Dill to supply the wants of the planters 
a,; far as labour wao concerned, The petition 
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presented to the House that afternoon, which was 
munerously signed by different classes of Euro
peans in the North, showed that the demands 
made by the sugar-planter" were not without 
foundation. He had no interest in the sugar 
industry, nor had he any desire to have an in
terest in it, and he could, therefore, speak on 
the question without prejudice. He had no in
terest in it except the interest of a citizen of 
clueensland who wished to see every industry 
have a fair chance to succeed and prosper. He 
saw some very grave objections to the carrying 
out of that Bill. If he could believe that the 
introduction of Europeans as was proposed in 
the measure would have the effect of solving 
the difficulty in connection with the ques
tion of the supply of labour for the plan
ters, he should be very happy to accept such 
a solution of the difficulty. But he must 
say that, if Europeans could comply with the 
conditions of the work, his experience in the 
North, which extended now over a period of 
twenty years, had been wasted. :B'rcnn his 
knowledge of the North he was very certain that 
men introduced from Europe, softened perhaps 
hy the long voyage anrl. unused to a hot climate, 
would not solve the labour difficulty. He would 
not say, to use a rough expression, that they 
would "die off like rotten sheep," but he believed 
that the ]Jlantations employing them would 
almost become hospitals. Fifty per cent. of the 
men would be laid up with fevers and other sick
nesses incidental to new arrivals in a tropical 
climate. There was one difficulty in con
nection with the subject which had not, 
he thought, been dwelt upon sufficiently 
by hon. members on either side of the House, 
and that was that white men-new arrivals
could not stand rough work in the hotter parts of 
this country. It took an old hand to stand it, 
and then it was only in the Western district that 
he seemed able tu thrive. Hon. members must 
bear in mind that there were different climate3 
in the North, the coast having a climate peculiar 
to itself, and quite distinct from the dry, healthy, 
inland climate. He had no doubt that if Enro
peans were introduced they would try to fulfil 
their indentures. Planters had now to pay £25 
per head for Polynesians, besides £2 license 
fee, fees to hospitals, and the retmn passage 
of the islanders ; and to this was to be added 
the mortality among the laboumrs, which in
creased the coo<t. Then why had the planters 
not taken advantage of the Act of 1882, which 
the hon. member fur Bundanba said gave every 
facility, and which he (Mr. Palmer) believed it 
did, for the introduction of Europeans? If that 
class of labour was suitable, why was it not 
adopted ? There was only a difference of £1 in 
the cost under the Act now in force and the 
Bill before the Committee. Surely that was not 
a sufficient reason why the Bill should be con
sidered a preferable measure ! He thought the 
difficulty lay in the unalterable conditions of 
climate. A white man would not thrive in newly 
opened country in the northern districts. There 
was another reason why he objected to the Bill. 
He believed the Agent-General had said that 
they could introduce any number of immigrants 
under the bounty system at £10 per head. Then 
why should they pay £15 to introduce another 
elass distinct from their own nationality? ·with 
regard to the regulations which had been spoken 
of as h>trassing the sugar industry, he was not 
in a position to say that those regulations had 
ruined the recruiting trade. In his opinion 
some regulations were necessary in order to 
introduce a little wholesomeness into the manner 
or system of recruiting labourers, and he did not 
think the planters themselves were inclined 
to perpetuate the system to which so many 
abuses were attributed. He believed they hac! 

every desire to carry out the system honestly and 
fairly, and he thought the regulations to which 
he had alluded had not been the means of 
bringing about the labour difficulty at the pre
sent time. In some of his speeches the hon. the 
Premier had said that the l:tbour difficulty was 
one of the greatest difficulties the colonies had 
to contend with, and that he who solved it would 
deserve well of his country. The hon. gentleman 
claimed that in that small Bill he had solvecl the 
difficulty. He (Mr. Palmer) was quite sure the 
task was a Inuch ea~ier one than was ever antici
pated if that small measure would solve the 
difficulty; and the hon. gentleman would deserve 
well of his country if it solved it as far as agri
cultural labour for the 1\ orth was concerned. 
Very strange ideas were prevalent in some 
places as to the conditions under which a working 
man had to labour in this country. A gentle
man from the Highlands of Scutland once said 
that he had seven or eight brothers and sisters 
as hig as himself who could go out into the snow 
and pull up turnips, and he did not see why they 
should not come out here and hoe sugar-cane. 
Those were the ideas which seemed prevalent 
with regard to labour in the tropical parts of 
Queensland: that anyone who could work in 
snow-clad countries could also work in the tropics 
without risking health or life. But he was quite 
certain, from his experience in the l'\ orth, that 
Europe>tns freshly arrived could not solve the 
Labour question as far as the planters were con
cerned. If the immigrants in turn became 
landholders, they themselves would rec1uire 
labour, and the difficulty would be repeated. If, 
however, European labour proved sufficient for 
the w:tnts of the colony he should desire to see 
no other. It had been asserted that Southern 
electorates had used the cry of " Coolie labour" 
during the general election to obtain power, and 
he said now that the North would probably use 
the same cry to obtain 'Reparation. The separation 
cry was now rising in the North, though he had 
no wish to see separation take place. He could 
not see how the Bill could help the sugar in
dustry in the least. 

Mr. T. CAMPBELL f'aid he had no doubt it 
would be aJmitted on both sides that the Bill 
was a very important one, and that the decision 
to which they came would be of vital importance 
not only to the present but also to the future 
interests of the colony. They had heard for 
years thrtt the great want of the colony was 
labour-that industries which had been started in 
the past could not be carried on without labour. 
\Vhat was to be the character of that labour it 
was for that Chamber to decide. A certain 
class-a very influential class-had said re
peatedly that they did not require cheap 
labour, but reliable labonr. But when the 
Government attempted to meet the aspira
tions of the planters in the matter they were 
met with the objection that it was impossible to 
do so. He thought the present attempt of the 
Government was the best mode of solving the 
difficulty-that was, not so much to supply cheap 
labour as reliable labour. They knew that for 
election purposes, and possibly for partisan pur
poses, the opposite side rai,ed the cry that the 
Government were about to flood the country 
with cheap labour. But the Government simply 
took them at their word and wished to supply 
them with reliable labour. In the old country
in England, Ireland, and Scotland-there were 
thousands of the labouring classes making a 
mere pittance, just as much perhaps as would 
hold body am! soul together-two or three getting 
no more than 4s. a week in some crtses. \Vould 
theme men not be much better in the colony 
working for 15s., lGs., or 17,;., and having com
fortable living compttred with what they were 
getting at hume? He thought it would supply a 
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very fair commentary on the strictures passed by 
the opposite side on the Bill, if he called attention 
to the fact thu,t, in what was sometimes called 
the chief sugar-producing district in the colony 
-the Mackay district- Chinamen and other 
Asiatics were receiving at the rate of 17.~. and 
18s. a week, while-he might say in a spirit 
of revenge-white men were only paid 12s. or 
perhaps 15s. a week. Did not that supply a 
very fair commentary upon the utterances of 
hon. gentlemen on the other side ? Did it 
not seem that the planters, whose interests 
were so ably a.nd well represented by the hon. 
member for lYiackay, were trying to force 
the hand of the Government and of the 
country in the matter. The Government would 
be not only remiss, but very far behind in their 
duty if they gave way to the cry made on the 
Labour question. '!;'hey were endeavouring to 
meet the objection raised in the past, and if the 
Bill was pttssed that objection would be met 
most effectually. The hem. member for Hock
hampton (Mr. Ferguson), who generally spoke, 
like the rest of his countrymen, with long
headedness and good sense-he was surprised at 
the stand taken by that hon. member. He was 
very much plettsed to hear his speech on the 
Land Bill, because he considered that the hon. 
gentleman spoke sincerely ; but he could not 
reconcile the hon. gentleman's utterance~ on that 
Bill with his utterances on the Bill now before 
the Committee. There was gros; inconsistency 
smuewhere ; and if the hon. gentleman was 
sincere in his remarks on the Land Bill-which 
hon. gentlemen on both sides would, he thought, 
admit-it might fairly be said that he was not 
sincere on the present question. 'l'he hon. 
member said that if they admitted the class of 
labour provided for in the Bill it would do the 
labourers at present in the colony an injury. 
He (11r. Campbell) was not able to follow that 
argument. As the industries of the colony 
increased, more labour would be recjuired. If 
10,000 or 20,000 labourers a year were brought 
out, and the industries of the colony ~ere 
capable of absorbing that labour, he could 
not see why it should bring down wages at 
all. As one hon. gentleman had said, labour 
simply followed the law of supply and demand. 
If he wanted twenty labourers 'he must have 
them, of course ; and if he was only able to pay 
1 iis. a week while another was able to pay 20s. 
a week the other party would >;et them. If they 
introduced 10,000, 1\000, or 20,000 immigrants 
a year, it did not matter wh>tt their colour was 
so long as they did the work required of them. 
ThA hon. member for Bundanba, he thought, 
spoke of introducing labourers from England, 
Ireland, and Scotland ; and a great deal was 
made of that. It was said that the Government 
were endeavouring to introduce cheap Germans
a cry got up for a certain purpose. Perhaps, if 
hem. gentlemen sat on opposite sides, those on 
his (Mr. Campbell's) side would adopt the same 
tactics ; but it could easily be seen how futile 
were those arguments. No doubt, if the Bill 
pass~d, before they went to Germany for 
Immigrants they would go to England, Ireland, 
and Scotland, where there was an almost 
inexhaustible supply of labour ; but if'they could 
not get the labour they required in those countries 
they should by all means go to Germany. 
Some hon. members opposite had spoken of the 
Germans as being aliens in blood. However 
that might be, they had certainly so far made 
excellent colonists. Some members of the Oppo
sition were at the Rosewood a short time ago, 
and they must have seen there what should 
induce them to pause before passing that con
demnation on German colonists. The hon. 
member for Burke spoke very pertinently when 
he said that, if he could oee that the introduction 

of European labour would solYe the Labour 
f]Uestion, he would welc0me it. If that hem. 
member had re<td the present Bill over carefully 
and con,idored it without prejudice, he wonld 
see that it would effectually solve that <jues
tion. That hem. member ·also said that, as 
far as his experience went-and no doubt it 
was a large experience-he did not think 
white men could do the work in the North that 
blackfellows were required to do, but that they 
would die off like rotten sheep. He himself had 
been in the North, though not for very long, 
and had seen white men eng-aged in the most 
laborious work, and still keeping their health w 
long as they took care of them;;el ves. '.Vhat 
could be harder work than mining, felling 
scrub, or timber-getting? And yet all those 
aYocations were folio" ed by white men in 
the North. \Vhen the hon. member for Burke 
and others argued in that way, did they not 
menn to say-" Ten men out of every hun
dred died in a certain time. It is better that 
ten blackfellows in a hundred should die than 
ten white men out of every hundred." It was 
perfectly useless to tell the Committee that white 
IT' en could not do the work on sugar plantations 
in the North, when they were engaged in far 
more laborious work there at the present time. 
\\Then the hon. member for Burke said that 
white men employed in the sugar-fields in the 
North would die off like rotten sheep, he simply 
meant that it did not matter how 1uany black
fellows might die. He (Mr. Campbell) took an 
opposite stand to that. 

Mr. P ALM:ER said he had never made use of 
the expression that white men would die off like 
rotten sheep. '.Vhat he said was that they would 
fall sick, and have to be treated in the ]Jlantation 
hospitals. 

Mr. CAMPBELL said he accepted the cor
rection; he certainly thought the hon. mem
ber had used the expression. \Vith regard 
to Europeans coming out under indentures, 
much more had been made out of that 
than it deserved. The argument of the hon. 
member for J\Iackay and others on that 
side was that men brought out under indentures 
would not be here very long before they would 
abscond from their employment. That Rirnply 
depended upon the law of supply and demancl. lf 
a Inan wa8 working in one place for 20s. a week, 
and bund that he could get 50s. in another place, 
no doubt that would be a great temvtation to 
him to break his indentures ; but if the supply 
of labour in the latter place was sufficient, and 
the ruling rate of wages in both was 20s. a week, 
such would not be the case. It had been said by 
the Premier th>tt the man who could solve the 
labour difficulty would be a benefactor to the 
country. In his (:\Ir. Campbell's) opinion, the 
Pr8mier was likely to be that benefactor ; for if 
the Bill passed in its present shape the planters 
would get a supply of labour for their plantations, 
which would not only be full, but-what they 
desired most of all-reliable, and not so cheap 
as to lower the current rate of wages in the 
colony. It had been said by certain K orthern 
members that if the Labour question were 
pushed to extremes, as Southern members desired 
it to be, the cry for separation would very likely 
be raised in the North. They had heard that 
cry for the last nine or ten years ; indeed, ten 
years ago it was stronger than it wa.s likely to be 
for the next ten years. But if the Bill was 
passed that cry would become a dead-letter, and 
the ground would be cut from under the feet of 
those who raised it. 

Mr. l\fOHEHEAD said he was sorry for the 
Premier. It was not often he was sorry for him. 
He was very often angry with him, but he was 
extremely sorry for him on the present occasion, 
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The hon. gentleman had i"ne<l a text, but he had 
not got all his a<lherents roun<l him while he 
preached the sermon. The hon. member for 
Cook knew what the text was, hut he did not 
hear the sermon preached by the Pnmier. The 
Prernier W<-1H t~> geutle1nan who could preach any 
a,nwunt of senuonR on any particular text, and 
could twii:it, and turn, and con vert it to hi~ own 
ends in the most admirable an<llegal manner. 
L nfortunately for the hon. gentleman, his 
learned brother, the hon. member for Cook, had 
a lllOl'B straightfonva.rd w~~y of going u))ullt. ~n 
<loubt lw lmd heard lJefore coming to thn House 
what the ori~·inal intention of the Pre1uier "·as 
with reg.crd to that text, bnt since then the Pre· 
mier had varied hi;; intentions, harl passed hi< 
firstly, secondly, and thirdly, and come to l1i,; 
seventhly, eightly, and ninthly, which quite con
tradic,;ted them. The hon. mem her for Cook 
h<vl told the Cmr,mittee, no donbt in abRo
lute Rincerity, that he Lelievecl~ae many 
memb8l'" of the Urpoeitiou believed~that it 
would be aR well to relieve the British IRlancb of 
their excessive population before going· eh;ewhere 
to bring ont in11nigrants at the< 1J~t of the colony; 
a11d tlnt he knew there were men there who 
\Vere barely existing at a very low rate of wa.ges, 
who would. 1Je only too glad to be Lronght out 
under the pruvhione of the Bill. The hou. 
member went further lUlcl Raid he did not believe 
in going fnrthet· atield, so lortg a~ UlE:ll of Briti~h 
race were desirou~ of cmning- to the colony a.s 
a::;sisted irrnuigrant:-5. But what did the Preulier 
say? The only action· the hc>n. gentleman had 
tctken wae to telegraph to the Agent-General 
a.~kjng hirn to ::;ee \Yhat faeilitie-, could Le gi\·en 
to the inlmbit<entR of :'\orway~or Sweden, he 
did not know which-Denrnark, and liennauy, to 
c nne out <mder the proviRions of the Bill. Sure])' 
there vyas a great cli vergence het\veen the Pre1nier 
teml the hon. member for Cook on timt point ! 
There hm1 been no statement, nor any desire 
shown up to the present time~thcmgh no doubt 
it would come lltter, when sufficient preseure had 
been brought to bear on the Premier by the hon. 
n1mnber for Cook-of any intention whatever to 
bring agriculturallabvurerH fnnn ]~ngland. The 
hon. member had said tlmt <en attempt waR to be 
rn~<le, but he (}lr. Morelreacl) believed that it 
had been over and ovef again denied in that 
House. 

The PRE::\IIER : Oh < 
Mr. :\10REHEAD: The hon. gentleman said 

''Oh''; aud it wonld lw "oh'~' all over the 
country very :;;;oon. The hon. rne1nher for Conk 
Jmd taken an altogether ditYerent line to that 
taken by the hun. gentlernan to whmn he offered 
such an effneive support. He h<ecl tolrl them also 
that the immigrants to be broug-ht ont wonl<l be 
a better class, and he hrtcl admitted that the 
effect would be to reduce the" ages of the labour
ing n1en. 

Mr. T. CAMPBELL: 1'\o. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: The lwu. gentleman did 
not ctdmit th<et. \Yell, the hon. memller's lan
guage was such that it coulrl only convey that 
1neaning to every hon. 1nernber. He talked 
about the lnw of supply and demand. He (Mr. 
JHoreheacl) thought the hon. member must 
admit that the effect of introducing· a brge 
nurnber of innnigranh;, presnrnt?dly for a, certa.in 
a,vocation, wonlcl have the effect of throwing 
those 111011 into COll1]Jotition with otlwr work
ing 1nen in the colony, n.nd, by Ho doing, 
reducing wageR. He did not know whether the 
Iron. gentleman held thnt to be a good thing. 
It Wt•uld no doubt Ruit the employer of labonr 
to bring down the rate of wagcF:; it 'vould no 
<loubt suit him to get his labour cheaper. It 
wonlrl suit him (Mr. Morehead) to get men for 
20s. a week, when he had to pay 40s. a week 

now. But would it beneJit the country? \Vhat 
wa.r:; Great J3l'ita.in :..;nffering frmn at the lll'C'" ent 
tin1e? \V ere not the wanuhtctnrer:5 getting richer, 
while tho:..;e whmn they ernp1oyed were gettiug 
puore1·? Th::Lt wad the tronblc. in Grea.t lh·itain, 
:uHl the hm1. tnmnberwon1datteulptto briugn.lJOut 
a ~i1nila.r st::lote of thing-s here 011 a snwller sc:tle. 
He (Mr. 1\Iorehead) lrt<rl hem·d :m argnnwnt to 
the effect that, aN there was a certain :11nount of 
de1Jt 011 eym·y individual in the colony, the 1nore 
people they brought here the leos that debt 
>muld be per head. But let them carry that 
argument further. If they brought out 
two or three millions of people the inhalli
kmtl-:i of the colony would <nre nothing, and 
if they lmmght four milli,ll1R they wonld 
be rich. Such an argmneut would not hold 
w:_tter for a rnmnent ; and he 'va.:; a.~-;toni::)hed 
that hmL H18luber.o; on the other side could nut 
see that. They onght to kumv ]Jerfectly well 
what wonLI be the effect if the Bill were 
carried-not on the lines contftined \Yithin 
the W<mls of the clanH' e, lmt on .the lines 
as absolutely lai<l down by the Premier. 
\Yhat would be the effect? It would be the 
rnost dmn~1ging a.nd cli::H113trous rneasure that 
hctd oyer been pao,ecl in Queensland. The Bill, 
on the face of it, v.'aK a Yory sintple rne<.tsure ; 
there we_;.·, nothing in it to create rnuch nla.nn 
in the minds of the inhabitttnts of l~neensland. 
Bnt, re<~tl between the lines, and with the inter
pretation put npon it by the Prmnier, it "~as a 
rneasure that would do enonnons ha.rrn in Queen~
land, and, he be]ie\ed, to the colonies generally. 
If rnun were to be brought here under an agree
nwnt to ;y·ork at n. lo·wer rate of wage;-;; tban 
was current in the colony, then he ruaintained 
tlrctt disaster must follow on the train of such a 
1 n·oceeding. The I)reruier Raid tha.t he wn.s 
trying by that measure to deal with the diffi
culties tlutt hacl arisen in connection with 
.sugar-growing in the :'\orth. He (Nlr Morehead) 
did not believe that the hon. gentleman had that 
very n1nch at he:.trt--the hon. gentlmnan n1ight 
ha,:e, but Ire doubted very much. But it had 
not been proved in mty way that tropieal ag~i~ 
culture could be comlucted by white htbonr. It 
was perfectly well known that it had been 
attempted in the Sanrlwich Island,; ; but they 
could not be compared in <eny way with llneens
land, as far as the heat to be endured was con
c8l·ned. Evr:m SlllJlJOHe it had been a :-mccest-., which 
he clenied, there was no comparison between the 
climate of the Sandwich Islands and the 
dense tropical scrub,; that existed in Northern 
Q.neen,laml. Yet the hon. gentleman misled 
people by saying that he knew frorn his O>Yn 
knowledge that sugar had been succesRfully cul
tivated in climates hotter than that of Queens
bnd. It was hardly fair for the JOremier, in 
<lealing with such a great question, to get up in 
his place <end make a statement, which he (JY1r. 
J\<loreheacl) characterised as absolutely untrue, 
with regttrd to the f[Uestion of black and white 
la.bour and sugar-growing. He had not the least 
clou bt that the Premier would carry the Bill 
through, and that he would be assisted by his 
friend, the· hon. member for South Brisbane 
(:Hr. Jordan). He had, no doubt, instigated the 
hon. 1ne1nber to bring his mnend1nent~ forward. 
The Premier liked to have ::t stalking-horse; nncl 
he (Mr. }loreheacl) was sm·e that if the hon. 
gentlmnan did not suggest the aruend1nents they 
were not bronght forward without his perrnis
oion. In the meantime he was p;lad to hear 
frour the hon. member for Cook~who was 
evidently not an Engli8hman or an Irishnutn ; 
he harl a Scotch name lmt an Irioh brogue; he 
would not like to describe him as a nondescript, 
becm"e he might be called to order, though he 
believed "nonrle,;cript" W<LS a very admirable 
tern1 ;~he was glad to hear, at mry rate, that the 
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hnu, U1e111ber rlid not endol'D8 the foreign in nusiun 
,dth which· they were thre:ttenerl at the expense 
,f the State. • 

Mr. ISAMBJ<:HT said the lwn. melllLer for 
Balonne had referred tu a letter which lmd 
appeared in the Courh:l' fron1, a certain gentle
man, from :Yiaclmy. All he (::\lr. bambert) 
could say was that that letter was about as 
illogical as \Vha.t was adv.Lnced as [trgnuients by 
the Opposition when posing as the champions of 
the working men. A ttcm pts lmd been made by 
hon. members of the Oppositir>n to introduce 
national aniuwsit.v into the variuu~ arguments in 
favour of the \vorking men. He (l\lr. lsarnbert) 
certainly thought those hon. members tleserH<l 
credit for the dexterity with which they fought 
shy of the real qnestion at i>·me. It was only 
for a mmneut that a rerLlly ho11est expre~'''inn 
on the ~mhject 'Yas olJtained from the1n. 
The hon. rnember for ]\Jackay hatl gone ronnd 
Ho::;ewo(hl in con1pany \dth hin1, <tllLl, in reply 
to a 1'81ll<:trk respecting a~ric11ltnnd lal)onrer;o::: 
from England and the Contineut, the hon. gentle. 
man saitl-'' Hnt yon ~ee they ,-.·oulcl not ,top. 
The moment they ha Ye " few pounds they kettle 
down on the _land.'' Thi:-5 \\'letS the real groun<l of 
objection to l~uropeaulabonrer~, no rnatter where 
they c.~nte from. Hon. Illeiubers opposite tlicl 
not want' the bbnnrcr" to Hcttle on the land. 
l t lmc1 ]Jeen arg·uerl that, once thPY Rtarterl 
bring·in.:s· tlUt iunui~T~1ub.; at that groat rate, 
there would !Je no stopping them; but so Ltr 
'" they had gone the liovernment had sho,vn 
g-reat cal'e a,nd caution in regulnting the r:~npply 
of iu1migrauts. l.-:-nder the fonnPr reg-nlatim1:-;, 
innnigrants wel'e introduced whole ~aJe without 
regm·d to their suitability; hut instructions had 
been given to ~top Hend.ing tra.do:-;tnen. If he 
were to be aA illogical let:-t hnn. rnmn her..: oppo
r;ite, he coulcl tell things alj()ut Scotchmen 
that would curdle the very bloorl d ScotclmlC!l, 
Ji'or in~~ance~ wl1en he \Vent, a few n1onths ago, 
frmn :l\laryborougll to Bunchtberg, there were 
about fifty kanaka~ abmwd the :-~temnt>r, and t\\-!l 
days after lanclin~ in Bnndaberg he fonnd then1 
:1lready empl(~.n~cl on a phtnt.1tiou. 'I'hf~Y \\·ere 
int>tructefl how tu prepare hon:-;e/'i for theni:·;elYes, 
and thev mkerl the <lrv earth ]e, el vvith their 
hands. ·At the same ti;ne he saw al>ont fmtY or 
tifty families of new anivals clo.se tu ·the 
innnigration depOt. rrhey were nnn1y all 
Scotchmen, and a more miserable lot and 
more unsuitable lot for Bunclaberg he neYer 
:mw in his life. They could not hold a 
c:mdle to the kanakas who h:td to level the 
gronnr! with their hands. \\-ith the exception 
of three or four, they were ncflrly fill stune
uut:-;ons, nwnnmental Ina:;.;on,..;, carpenters, a.11d 
c:tbinet-makers. Several of them had boxes full 
of models and instruments for plying their 
trades. The ]Jresent Government had to convey 
those pour wretches to the sonthern districts 
where they had better opportunities for plying· 
their trades. A !Jetter and more decent' lot 
he never saw; it was their ,-ery superiority which 
made them so wretched. The difference between 
coolie labour and EurotJean was this: tlmt when 
a coolie labourer got work he stayed at it; but 
the Europeans, as soon as they had a few 
pounds, took up land and nmde a home. 
This was the real objection to them. That the 
work \vas very nnhealthy wa,R another argu
rnent--1t very gtatniton.s aq;nnwnt, which was 
n<Jt borne ont by facts. Insnra.nce compauies 
did not make the slightest clifference between 
in~uring liYes in the North fl"lld in the South ; 
they said the Xurth was quite as healthy as any 
part of Queen:-:~land. Europeaus could not be 
trc:tted as t:Jorne k:J,naka;-; were treated, Jie wa~ 
r·;sured by a f;e.ntlerna .. n mnployed rJn one uf tht: 
"\'" ortht.;rll plantation_, tha.t on one 
tanaka i.V8l1t a..1vaY ftYI1!1 (')ne ;a.,n-·· t.o - - 123t~2 0 . -.- " <'cl"- <;I 
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aml as n pnni.,hment he ".'" lmndcnffed and had 
to work in handcuffs all cl:w. \Vhat he ('IIr. 
Is:nnbert) Dbjected to was the' attempts llltttle by 
the Opposition to cletlmme labour from its true 
di~.tity. Labom was far mure rlignified than 
tl'ying to grind poor fello\vs' bones into dollar~. 

~\Ir. J~ISHX:ER said he ahntVJ liked to hear a 
~·"nd i>peeclt. He had tried to follow the hon. mem
ber for Hnsewood, hut harl not been able to make 
ont h;df l1e s:tid. l<'or hi>i own part he did not 
believe in the Bill; althongh it was a very 
si.rupJe prodnction, he thought there wa.s a good 
rk:tl in it which would affect the conntry seriously 
if it l"'"·'ed--and he i>upposed it would pass 
\Yhether he i-'ai<l anything again::;t it or not'. 
The ln·ave thirty-five would come down on 
them like an av;clanche, and, wh:t•ever they 
tlton~·ht ahont it, it would be passed; lmt he would 
like tu lmve hi~ ll:Une recorded as one that did 
IJ()t g·<> with it. He could not solve the Labour 
quec;tiou hi1m;elf for the different requirements of 
( ~nuenslawl ; l:)llt looking Oi er the few clau:-;eH in 
the Bill he diclnot think it would affect the ques
tion in a.ny shape o1· fonn. That waH how the 
Bill l<h)ke,ll to hin1, as an unp,ophisticated n1lning 
repre:-;enta.ti ve. Thev rli(l not wa.nt blacks where 
they were; they wanted respectable working 
1ne1\. A.s a.£fairs. Rtno(l now on Charters Tower8, 
they cnnld nJfotd to gi \'8 £3 a week for eight 
hour~' \\·ork. They \Yere a fine, respect~.l7le class 
of pe()ple, proud of living· at Charters 1\nvers in 
n f;.'ee eonntry ; but they hac1 a great abhorrence 
of lJeing ru,hcd by cheap labour tlmt would 
nJtcl'\\r:.ncl~-in fact. a great deal sooner .than 
aftcel'lnmls--comc up '";d compete with them. 
Tl1i~ 13ill ~ee1uecl tu hin1 to be an apnlogy to 
sng·:w-p!a.nte1·s. The l10n. the Premier had said 
he never hurt the o11gar-planters with any of 
his policy; anrl, if thi,; were correet, he could 
not see what they wtmterl a.n apology for. 
That imlentccllabonr \ms not intended to suit 
t1w ~-mg:n·-planterf', and geutlmnen representing 
that indn:<trv in the Hon'e h:~d admitted now 
thcct the Bill w>cs of no use to them. A.s it 
could <>111)· be lletrimental to any other class of 
the mn'king population in ( lneenslancl, the 
soo>Her they got rid of the Bill the better. A great 
tleal of controvertly had ariHen during the debate 
on that Jmmigmtion Hill upon the kind of people 
the_y were going to ~·et to repl'Gbent kanakas and 
coolie~, an<l rnost hon. gentlmnen opposite had 
been praising the Gennans continually, and Hay~ 
ing that there wPre no better men in the world 
to wol'k an;V\\'hPre or do anyt~1ing at all in the 
colony tlmn the l~ennans. He was very proud 
tu hc,lr it, as he liked to hear the Germans 
p1·n.i,erl ; bnt if all the pmbe wao to end in their 
1Jeing· brunght out to represent the coolie and the 
kanaka as indented labourerK, he would rather hear 
lion. g·entlen1en blatne the U ermans, and say 
the~- c<llllulclnewt· be bronght here. He would 
rather in 0nch a case go in with the gentlernen 
on hi,~ own side, and have recourse to the natives 
of Great Britain~tlmt was, if they liked it. So 
f;cr they had no certtcinty that either Laplanders, 
Xon_vegian:'i, l)anes, or C-errnans \Yen~ inclined 
to come out. He did not know that there was 
anybody to tell them the tenor of the agreement, 
or what they were to be indented for. Very 
probably a· gl'eat nun1ber of Gerrnans would con1e 
out if there wr1s a good itnn1igl'ation agent sent 
hnrne to explain to the1n in fin wen"'" language that 
in cmning to Quecnslantl they wonld be corning 
tn :c hc:autifnl country, full of milk and honey, 
ttntl softsoap, ancl after doing a little 'vork on a 
plantation they would be \Ye:clthy men, and 
mig·ht do :cs t.hey liked. That was the reward 
Jwfcl ollt to them; but he thought they were 
nHH" likely to be rewarded \\·ith the scrub fever, 
an unlar,c~e:!nent nf thP: liver, nr other luxuries 
d tho.t kinrl If th<tt war, to be their re
ward, he 1 a0 a Gern.1~n 1 ~aid) lea','C thern 
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where they were, and cease to fight about 
ncttionalities. No doubt the Bill would become 
law. Every thing brought forward on the other 
side was law ; but so far as he was concerned, "" a 
representative of a large mining district, he hoped 
it would not become law. He dared say he was 
as fond of the working classes as anybody in that 
House, and he did not need to make an election
eering speech about it that evening because when 
he came before the working men he stood upon 
facts; hehadalwaysbeenagood employer, and the 
working man would always give him his support. 
Before he sat down he would only mention that 
the different arguments adduced in favour of the 
Bill had not the slightest weight with him. He 
intended to vote against it and leave his vote as 
a record for his youngsters to look at. If that 
Bill became law and did good-if it supplied the 
planters with suitable labour, and did not re<luce 
the wages of the working men in the colony at 
present-then his children might look at his vote 
on the question, and say their father was a fool. 

An Ho:munABLE ME,rBEH : So they will ! 

Mr. LISSNER said that so long as he repre
,;ented a fifty-fifth part in the colony, for the 
reasons he had given-he did not care how great 
the majority against him might be-he would vote 
against that indented Labour Bill. 

Mr. GRIMI~S said he was inclined to think 
that there was a little obstruction in the tactics 
of the Opposition over the Bill, and he could 
promise hon. gentlemen that he was not going to 
play into their hands by making a long speech. 
There were, however, one or two remarks marle 
by hon. members opposite which he thought it 
was well to take notice of. It eeemed very strange 
to him that if this Bill was going to work all the 
evil hon. members said, and was going to reduce 
the wages of labouring men and bring about w 
much distress amongst them, that they should 
oppose it. \V as not that the very thing hon. 
gentlemen opposite wished to bring about ? Did 
they not wish to bring down upon the heads of 
the present Ministry the indignation of the 
working men? Did they not wish that at the next 
election every working man's vote should be turned 
n.gainst the present Ministry ? And ii' they so 
much wished that to be brought about, the best 
thing they could do, according· to their own 
arguments, was to <Juietly let the Bill pass into 
law. They would find that a very much easier 
way of carrying out their intention than by 
obstructing the Bill. He could not understand 
their action, and he really thought that they 
must be very doubtful about the workin6 of the 
Bill. It answered their purpose at the present 
time to say that the Bill would work very much 
evil and distress. Yet they were afraid to allow 
it to become law, lest it should prove otherwise. 
They had heard a great deal about the indented 
labourer. The indented agricultural labourer, 
according to hon. gentlemen opposite, when he 
came to Queensland was to jump up a mechauic 
at once. The hon. member for };Iackay said 
they were sure to become blacksmiths and car
penters, and would take the trade away from 
the mechanics already here. \Vhat an absur
dity that was ! w· as an agricultural Ja,bourer 
such an intelligent being that he could jump 
into the blacksmith's business or the carpenter's 
busine'~ without ever learning it? He could not 
follow such absurd arguments as those. They 
were told further that the Bill would reduce 
the wages of the labourer 2?i per cent. If it 
were to reduce the labourer's wages to such an 
extent, and bring about such a great amount of 
distress upon the working men alr·eadv in 
the colony, hnn. members opposite · had 
better let it pass quietly, and work them
oelves on to the Treasury benches by that 
means. \Vlutt did hon. "gentlemeu oiJposite 

propose to do if they snccee<led. in preventing the 
Bill becoming law ~ \Vhat was theit· alterna
tive? He wa,; absent from the House when the 
petition presented by the hon. member for 
};fackay was read that afternoon ; but he had 
read it since, and he asked what did those peti
tioners sa.y ? They cried out, "Let ns introduce 
coolies !" \Vlutt would happen if they intrmluced 
coolies? They would be introdncing labourers 
at 15s. a month instead of 15s. a week. Hon. 
members opposite might say that that would be 
regulated labour, and would not come into 
con1petition with the ordinary \Vorldug ruan of 
the colony, and that thoce men would have to go 
hon1g when their engagernentti were up. He 
would point out that that was not in the regula
tions. If they turned to the regulations for 
their introductiun, and which would be found 
in the ''Votes and Proceedings" for 1883, at page 
437, they would see by clause 72 that-· 

"Any immigrant '1
-

That was, a coolie ilninigrant-
" who fails to apply to the chief protectnr within tweh·e 
months from the date of the eertitic~te furnished to 
him by a llrOtector under section 69, shall be deemed to 
have forfeited his right to a return pa:o;sage, unless he 
can satisfy the clnef protector that his failure to apply 
within the pre~eribrd time was ow-ing to circumstance~ 
beyond his control." 
·what did the 7Gth clause of those regulations 
say?-

" It shall be optionnl with any immig1·ant holding a 
certificate from a proteet.or. under section GU, to make a 
declaration to the chief protector either in person or in 
writing \Vithin twelve months of the date of such 
certificate, to the effrct that he has elected to stay in 
the cotouy. and surrender his rights to a hE'~~ return 
passage. The ehicf protector shalL on receiving such 
a doelar:ttion. aml after due ilH1uiry, t:an:-<e to be paid 
to the iunnigrant making the declaration a sum e(llUtl 
to oue-half the amount realised by him under section 
70, for the rctnrn paSsage of such inuuigrant." 
So that it would be seen that thA coolie was 
encouraged to stay in the colony. He got half 
his passage money in cash-half of what it would 
cost him to return to India if he stayed here. 
That was the alternative scheme, and he would 
like the working men of the colony to notice 
that. That was the alternative-to bring 
coolies into the colony at 15s. a month, and 
very poor rations, and then after they had 
served their time ttllow them to go all over the 
colony. Hon. membero would say that the 
regulations \VOU}d prevent thetn doing so, 3,nd 
prevent thetn engaging iu any other kind of 
employment ; bnt he asked, what did they learn 
from the experience of other countries where 
coolie' had been introduced ? \Vhat had been 
the effect of the introduction of coolies in those 
pbces upon the better class of labour? \Vhat 
did they find in X a tal ? That place had been 
referred to during sessions past, and it would be 
just n.s well fiw him to refer to it again. The 
people there thought they were doing a grand 
thing for the country by introducing coolie labour, 
and thought it would not only give employment 
to a large ntnnber of }~uropeans, but give then1 
better wages. \Vhat was the effect ? He q noted 
now from an extract from the Natal iliercary :-

"!Jet anyone who desirr.;; to know anything about 
the facts, ask }ir. Superintenrt.ent Alexander as to the 
number of rea.lly nnexct'ptional men who ha Ye applied 
for billets in the for<'C here during the last two montlts~ 
and also ask how man.v, uigbt after night, he has to 
find lod::.dngs for, who otherwise '''oultl be roolless :- This 
is not a gOO(l prospeet for a eonntr:i' asking fnr immi
grants. Bnt why is this so? Coolie~ doing everything 
~from PJerkship~. ticket-collectors, rail wHy men Qf all 
kinds, drivers of trollys, working in bu,"iness stores, 
and, in fact, driving the white men out of everything." 
That was the effect that alternative scheme 
of hon. members opposite would have upon 
Queensla.nd if they had their way. He hoped 
they would not have their way. He had no 
fear <tbunt the Bill, if it wm; paL ;eel, bringin;; 
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down upon us such dbasters as had been pre· 
dieted. The Government were not going to 
flood the colony; they were not going to bring in 
rnore tha,n enough indented labul.u·; or nwre than 
wonld find employment when they got here. It 
was for the employers to indent the labour they 
required, and it v. a,s not likely they \Vould engage 
rnon for twu year~ unle~s they h::td ~muething for 
them to do. His name had been referred to by 
the hon. Jnmuber for ::\lulgrave, Sir Thomas 
l\Icilwrnith, who h<td said that he C:\1r. 
U-rilne.':i) wuuld beuefit Ly the iutrmluction of 
che<tp labour. He did not elllplo~· ehea.p labunr; 
tlw or(linary working lltell on hiH plantation 
got ~.-;. a week HH .ro than tho:-:e 1uech~tnit:n 
who111 tl1t~ hnn. Hlelllber hiHu;elf introtlneed. 
The lwn. IHelllber had referred to hill! that 
evening- : ~~~ he had l1een told, although he was 
not in the Hmme at the tiuw. ::'\ow, the Darling 
] )owns am] \Vestem Lam! CoHJtntHy, Limited, 
enga.ged n. rnunber of working uHm at £-!0 per 
<tn11um with ratio11s, 8 ll". of flour-not <> nry 
large qua.ntity - about enout;h for a coolie 
--14lbs. of 1neat, 2lb~ . .:::ugar, and 4 oz:s. of tea. 
That was the way i11 which hon. members 
opposite would treat the labouring class of the 
colony, and although they were very anxious 
about the wages of the orkmg- man of the colony 
now, J!O doubt they would be very ready to lower 
them if they could P'""ibly do so. \Vhat had 
they seen at :Vlrtckay? \Vas it not strange that 
the two places where they had attempted to 
lower the wages of EuropP.a.ns had been llund[l.
berg and J\iackay ~ rfhe SUg:tr-gro\V8l'S down 
south had got the san1e rnarkets to cmn
pete with as the . ...,ugar-growers up north. 
They could not get one fraction 1nore for 
their .suga,rs than the .11ackcty vlanter.s, a.ud 
was it not strang·e that there should be 
no lowering of wage~ in the South ? lr p at 
l\fackay they were offering 10s. a week, but the 
t:;ugar-growers of the South were very willing to 
give 15s. a week and board-not mtions, but as 
much as ever the workmen liked tu eat, and 
good foocl too. It wati curious, therefore, to see 
how hon. members representing the Korth pushed 
themselves forward as the friends of the working 
man, while at the same time such reports were 
heard from the places from which they hailed. 
He rose principally to call attention to the 
alternative scheme of hon. members opposite. 
If they succeeded in preventing the Bill becoming 
law, they had no intention of letting thingf;gtJonas 
they were. If they ever came into power, the 
country would have a CooliB Bill passed; the 
regulations would be re-enacted, and coolies 
would come to the colouy in hordes and flood the 
labour market. The present Gtwernment had 
no intention of introducing such 111en ~ they 
wa,nted intelligent working rnen, and such they 
would get to come to the couutry if the Bill 
before the House became law. 

:'vir. BLACK said he lik~d to get hold 
of an hon. member who was fond of 
quotations. He always suspected him ; he 
always suspected that he only read that portion 
of the f[uotation which suited his purpose, and 
ignored altogether th<tt which did not quite carry 
out his views, or the views which he wished to 
impress on the House and the country. It had 
not been his intention in a deb>tte such ""the 
preoent, referring specially to European labour, to 
have referred in any way, beyond perhn,ps an oc
ea~ionalnlention of thmTl, to the regulation::; nnder 
which it was proposed by the late Govern· 
ment to introduce coolies ; bnt he thought, 
as the hon. member for Oxley had seen 
fit to refer to them, and a~ he believed that 
the cnunt.ry took more interel:lt iu the question 
than e>en in the Land question, it was only 
right that w1Jat he wa.tl JJIJ\V going to reaJ at; 
the correct 'er: .ion of the Coolie He;;ulation" 

should go forth to the country ; so that it might 
understand that it was never the intention of 
the previous Government to floml the couutry 
with hordes of coolies, as the l'rernier had 
1nore than once asserteJ, auy nwre than to allow 
thetu whenheret1)embarkin any ()theroccu}xt.ticms 
than those to which the Polynesians had hitherto 
been exclusively confined. He would read from 
the 13th clause of the Regulations, which would 
give the Huu.-sc an idea uuder what conditiouK it 
would he po"ible to introduce cuoliet'. The 
nth clause said:-

.. En;ry reqnb.ition fonnH'dC<l hY tltc }H·otector ((;ti';e 
chief prolt'('tor )oojhall he accoJntmnied lJ.Y a report, 
wlh_orcia tlte lll'Oteetor sllall c·Prt ifs, a~ far <ts he b able-·

dJ lrJJCtlu~r the applit';lllt j~ <'llf.{a.:.wfl, or a1JOH1 tn 
hP t'lJgagPfl. in tropJ(·:L! a;.(rienltnn~; 

1:!1 1riH·t1Jcr tiH• apphe:mt i:-; iu a pr):-:ilioulinaucially 
to earry ont his eng;JgelllCJJb;; 

1:J1 Whether ht~ has Eullille(l hi1-; flH~a;,;eHwnt~ with 
any iuunigraut.s nwh·t· prm·ion~ {'on tract~ WJt 11 

him, awl whether the employ('~ ~on hi:; eslatc 
are generally ·well tre.a.te(l; 

l-!1 Whether the estate of tlw applicant b hea':thy, 
::nd whethel' the mortality or sh~kne~s :unollg 
immigrants on it. lJaR been excessive or not." 

Then, in clause 14 :-
" The ehicf proteetor may reject any reqni..::itiml in 

regard to which 1 h~ facts nonta.inpd in the protector's 
report arc con~iderf'd unsatisfactory to him." 
It waR quite evident according to that that the 
system would he carried out in the same way 
that applicatirms for Polynesians were sent in. 
It was quite certain that no one would be 
allowed to introduce a coolie unless he was to 
be engaged in tropical or serni-tropical agricul
ture. Paragraph 7fl, which the hon. member 
read, wa.:; quite correct ; but he altogether 
omitted toreatlpamgmph 7U, which stated that-

" Any vers.ou other thnn n prrson engaged hl tropical 
or f'('llli-tropieal agriculture who ill any way employ.s 
an hnmigrant shall be liable on conviction to forfeit 
awl pay any ~mn not exceeding lOs. for every day he 
employ~ ~uch hnrnigran't, and in every ~uch case one .. 
ha If of the tine shall be paid to tb c informer." 
And clause 80 :-

"Any person who employs an immigrant who has 
completed tr~e fir8t or auy subsequent period ot :serviee, 
exeept under a written agreement made h1 pur~;uance of 
thc:;e regulations. : .. md ~tpproved by the protector, or anv 
}JC'rson who employs an immigrant in any other way 
than in tropieal or smni troph·al ngricultnre shall, on 
conviction, fnrfeit and pay any smu not exceeding !Os. 
for cver_r dHy such immignmt is so employed, and in 
PH'l''' such case one-half of the line ::.hall be paid to the 
infoi·lller.'' 

He "hould like to ask the hon. member for Oxley, 
as~u1ning that thm;e re!:{ulations ha.d the force of 
law, how was it possible that the coolie wa,; to 
get a\vay frmn hiH ernployn1eHt in sellli-tropica1 
or tropical ag-riculture, and embark in a different 
occupation in the colony at present adopted by 
Europeans. It was impossible. The very 
same regulations which controlled the emuloy· 
meut of Polynesians could be made to control 
the employment of coolies. The way in which 
l'olynesians were controlled was this :-Clause 
10 ,;pecified that l'olynesians were not to he 
employed except in tropical agriculture, and 
he thought the hon. Premier knew full well that 
he ne,·er allowed a man to be recru;ted from the 
i'lands unless he was perfectly S<l.tistied he w'"' 
to be employed in tropical or semi-tropical 
agriculture. Clause 12 of the l'olynesian Act 
stated that a penalty of from £5 to £20 wa~ 
recoverable froru anyone othen,vise employing a 
Polynesian, or came in oppooition to the spirit of 
the Act, Then again, cl<tuse 3 of the Polynesian 
Act distinctly stated th:J.t all engagements must 
be made and atteRtecl before the l'olynefiian 
Inspectlll·. The sa1ue thing applied ·to the 
coolie ilS to the k:waka ; and it was ab•unl 
for any hon. g-entlema.u tn ~:;a,y tha.t, ouue 
allow coolie,; into Lhe colony under the"'' 
regulations, Lhey wonld opreaLl uvm· the whole 



596 nmnigmtion Act [ASSEMBLY.] Amendment Eill. 

colony, and embark in occupn,tions for which 
thev were never imported. The same regn
latiuns that controlled Polynesians c<>nlrl be 
made to control coolies. The planter,; nrlVer 
wished to introduce coolies so long as the supply 
of lmnakn,s was adequate. But the supply of 
Polyne.~ians Wft' falling off, and the phtnter·s were 
compelled to look outside for labrmr for their 
plantations. The hon. Premier gave the conntry 
and the planters to understand th:tt he would 
introduce such a scheme. In his opposition to the 
Bill, he (Mr. Bhtek) was not in any W<LY opposing 
the introduction of agricnltnrallabonrers, whether 
they were front England or any part of th~ 
Continent. They wet·e good 1ncn, and they 
could find employment for them in the jl\lrHuit 
for which they were adapted. The sbL)J[l he took 
was that the 1~ill intend et! to introduce men for 
an o_ccnpation for which they were phyhim1lly 
unomtecl. 

The l'RK:\IIEU: :Do nut introduce them then. 

Mr. BLACK Baid the hon. gentlenmn r;airl, 
"Do not introduce them." The hnmgration ,\et 
of 188~ p;ave the pbnter mnple opportunity of 
int1·odueiug· thiH de,eriptwn of hluonr if he 
thought it wa~• i:initu.Llu. lie could not ituagine 
anything- more lnonHtrous to the \vnrking tJeople 
of the C<Jlony. The pbnter h"'d hitherto been 
nrepared to pay every oixpence connected with 
the labour which he had ahv:tyo considered good, 
and had never asked the taxpayer to contribute; 
he had ahv:tyB been prep:trerl to pay £2,~ for their 
introduction and £5 for their return ; because he 
thought it was the only labour suitable. If he had 
thought the labour suggested would h:tvo Bnited 
his \vantt; he would ha,ve had it long agu. The 
country would have to JllW the whole expense of 
introducing it. It was not hecause they sat on 
that side of the House that they felt compelled 
to oppose the Bill ; he opposed it because it did 
not give the phtnters that which they were led to 
believe the Government would g-ive them. He 
was not going to vose as the speci:tl a.tlYocate 
of the working men, but it w;cs :c Bill by 
which cheap indented ~~nrope<Ln lahonr---for it 
must be cheap if it was to take the place of 
lmnak"' labrmr--\\·as hrong-ht out :et the PXpcnse of 
the \vorkiug·Inen of the colony, asking thern to cut 
their own throats--for that. w:cs what it me:tnt. 
EYery sixpence of the cost mts to be paid hy the 
working u1en of the colony, whn were the real tax M 

p::tyer~. lt wa:-; tt won:-;tron:-i propoHition. It wa:-; 
innnaterial to him whether tlw Bill ]><tsse<l or 
not, hut he was certain that the deb.tte which 
lutd resulted frum the Hill w• mld rlo an immense 
amount of good ],y showing- the people what the 
policy of the Government was on the subject. 

}!r. GHL.\LES said the hrm. g-entlemrm who 
had just sat down had referred to clauses 7\J and 
80 of the Coolie Reg-ulations, and he said that 
o;imilar clauses were in the Polynesian L:tbourers 
Act. He quite :tdmitted that; he was aware of 
those cl<Luses : but he would ask the hon. gentle
man what had been the effect of those cbuses in 
the employl1lent of l'olynesians. Had those 
penal clauses prevented Polynesians from 
being employed in the higher branches of 
labour? Did not they see them wherever 
they went on plantations engaged in every kind 
of employment'! They might see them working 
as carpenters aJHl blacksmiths, and that sort of 
wol'k. He submitted that they h>td been unable 
to keep them tn the ordimtry work that thev 
s·titl Polynesians were importe;l for ; they would 
he un:tble to keep the coolie to that work under 
:;imil<Lr clauses. The cla1"es referred to by the 
hon. member would have no effect whatever in 
keeping them to that employment; they had 
heen eYaded in the Polyncsian J">tbourers Act, 
~tnd would be evaded in the C< olie Act.! 

'\1r. A::,r:\Ec\11 saicl the hon. member for 
}lackay lmd as,,erterl that he "'"" foll<l of fjnota
tions when they were bet". He ('\lr. Annear) 
macle the ,,,,-;ertiun the other night that there 
were plenty of labourers in Polynesia who 
would come ont if recruited in a proper 
1nanner. The hon. gentleman a::;serted that 
e>tch islander cost the planter £25. He 
(:VIr. An near) knew that in scores of cases 
that was not true. In many J!<Lrts of the 
colouy-Bundaborg, ~laryborongh, and Bris~ 
bane-they saw uumy inskcnces where ha1f
a-dozen planters were ,;hipowners; and he chal
ltmg,ed contradiction in saying that in nw:-;t ca.8es 
the i,;lamler,; rlirl not cost them £10 per head. 
The hon. member stated th:tt he did not think 
it was impossible to obtain labourers from the 
islanrk He had n teleg-ram in his hand that he 
lutd received, ~ince he lns~ Hpoke, frotn :t ::;hip· 
owner in l\larybonm.gh, ,stating-

" TI1e trip bPfore last. ~fit'ty-niuc; r·bly", 8~ rcernit:;; la~t 
tri11 !tl!e ve~'3el came in a fortnight agol, eighty-eight 
<1a.n~. and~~ rec·ruittl." 
Those meH were recruited uncler the new l·egu
lations in a proper and leg·al manner. 'rhe 
i~landel's \\·ere a very sensible elasK of 1nen. 
~:I any gentle1nen now reHiding in Brisbane \Vere 
well aware that owing to the treatment the 
islanders had received in the Xorth-1\Iackav in 
particular-they would not go to that part of the 
colony ; but that if they were wanted for Bnnda
·berg, 1lary1Jnrong:h, or Bri~La.ne, they were ready 
to gu on every occasion. There \Va~ no doubt 
that a gTeat many of the :ttrocities which had 
been committer! in the islmuls had not been 
committed hy (~neensland ships, lmt b:v vessels 
trading to Fiji and ::\ e\Y Caledoni:t. It was very 
annudng to Hee the great interest taken in the 
working 1nan by hon. nte1nhcr:-:; at the present 
time. He remembered that about eighteen months 
ag-o the Colonial ;:;ecretary of :Malta was <1 guest 
on a plantation where he h:td 80me 15 men 
\VOl'kin(•' The~e were lnen mrrao·ed on that 
phntat'i;m at l2s. and 1:lH. n d~)'. i\lr. De 
Ces<Lre asked to be allowerl to send out men 
from :\Ialta, a.nd ~:>::tid he would r~end nut good 
bricklayero, and splendid cttrpenters, :tnd other 
tr;.:~,dei'nten. ..._..\..nd that gentlentan, who wi::5hed to 
intmdnce artisans to compete with those already 
in the colony at 2>'. n d:ty, was received and 
entertained hy the very gentlemen who were 
now pmdng a.K the chmnpions of the \Vorking 
men. At the last geneml election, the question, 
a:-; he nuclerstond it, wars whether coolies or 
labourers fmm Europe should be in trod need, an cl 
the constituencies deoidecl that thev would have 
htbonrers from Europe. Ever since 11e had been in 
the colony-a period eJ-.:tending over twenty-two 
years-several ships arrived every year with 
immigrants, but that had not had the effect of 
driving- out population. Neither would the 
immigrants brought out under the Bill. If hcm. 
memherH went 'to his district thev would see 
n1any of those 1nen possessing elysi'U.n fields and 
snliling homes, and liYing in a luxury and affluence 
that they had never enjoyerl in the old country. 
They were helping to build up this colony. He 
had had 250 men-Germans, Scandinavians, 
anrl Swedes-working for him, and had found 
them very reli>thle labourers. His own country
lnen n~ed to go to eourt, but thn.se n1en 
never summoned him ; they faithfully carried 
out their agree1nents. YV m· king 1nen would, 
he lJelieverl, welcome such labourers, and 
give them the right hand of fellowship, and go 
on in the pe,wefnl honourable way that they had 
gone up to the present titHe. lie wa, . ., very l11t1Ch 
a.nmserl at the speech of the hon. member for 
Chartet'H Towers. The lwn. gentlentan affected 
tn repre:4ent the workin~ lllen of hi~ di~triet. 
But lw <li<l not ttffeet that '"' lllUCh tlw other 
da.)·, when the ~hip e:dktl the "lJeo,th ,. WIH\l 
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into Cairn". The bon. g-entleman was verv 
much put ttbout when the kanakt'" on tbttt 
ves;;el-wbo did not know a worcl of Eng-- 1 

!ish, nor why t-hey came to the colony--- ' 
were sent back il_1 a proper a.nd con~titntioual 
rnannet-. He (:\ir. Annear) approved of the 
reguLttions, and would even go further thtcn they 
did and ~ay that kanaka.-i ruight do any vvork 
on Kugar pla.ntrttions P'-':cepi dridng an engine 
and feeding a boiler. .A_ud he would al:-w 14-:ty 
that they should not be alluwocl to plough. The}· 
should not in any way interfere with the white 
men who earn eel a li \ elihood on the pbutatious. 
There was no doubt that the remark nwrle bv 
the hon. lll8IUber for ltoS8\VOtH1, \Vhen he re
ferred to 8cotchn1en as a superior chtRs of ruen, 
was correct. They were ttrti~anR, and \Vould 
nut work on Sngar plantation:-; ; they would 
rather ha Ye no work at all. He had no ferrr of 
the Bill, and would Yote for it, knowing a>< he 
did from hi>< own experience that the men intro
rluced nnrler it.~ provisions won1d not in any way 
reduce the rates of wage . .., paid to }a.honrer.'-: and. 
tradesm<m alreacly in the colony. 

:\Ir. LISSXER sa.id the i10n. member for 
~Iaryborough had 111ade a 111istah:e ur a, lnis
statemettt when he said that he (:\Ir. Lissner) 
had complained to him about" ship of kanalms. 
He neYer hacl anything to do \vith a ship at 
Cairns, or with kannka-; either. The hon. "entle-
man bad been misinformed. ~ 

~Ir. ANN EAR said he did not refer to any
thing that took place outside, but to a de lmte in 
that Hon.se. 

:!VIr. MOREHEAD said he woulcl only ask the 
hon. member for Hosewood, wbow speec'h he did 
not perfectly understand--it might be his fault, 
or it might he the fault of the hon. gentleman 
-whether the inteq)l'etation of his speech by the 
hon. member for ~[rrryborough-that Scotchmen 
weretoogoodmen to import-was correct? If they 
could get a better article, even at an increased 
cost, would it not he better to get that article? 

Question- That clnuse lrrs read stand pnrt of 
the Bill--put, ftnd the Committee divided:-

AYEs, 25. 
)le~~r:-;. Hntlotlge, :\lilrl'. Griftitll, Dickson, Dntt.f)n, 

Sheridau. l~oxton, .:\laedon:tlcl-Paterson, Foote. l!oattie, 
Grime~. 'I'. CampbPll. Bale, KellPtt. .T. Campbcll. "'hite, 
Jorrlan. Is.1unbert .. tnnear, 1lellor. J.Iaf'fnrlane, HorwitJ.. 
31idgl~_-y, .-\.laml, ami StPveus. 

""'' 12. 
:\lc~s~rs. Sorton, .trcllcr, )[c:Yrehead, )lcVnumnell, 

Clmbb, Donnlclf..Ol1, Perg-mmn, Palmer, Lh•Rncr. Govett. 
Selsou, Black, and I.J:llot·. 

Question re;;oll·ecl in the affirmative. 
On clause 2, as follows:--
" 'rlte Goycrnor in Comwil may direet thnt pPrsons of 

any speeitiedago s.hall not ba cligihle to he nnmiuated 
for n }Ja8:<n.~c W;lnant nndcr the ProYi:-\ions of the ni1 th 
.section of the Pri1wipal Act; an cl any ~mch diroction 
shall l)e lnthli:o;hed in the a-a ;'t>t/p, nnd shall ha Ye the 
force of l:tw.'' 

:Mr. ::'vfOREHEAD s"'i'l he thought before 
they went fnrther-rrnd he thought they were 
entitled to "'n answer, th.mgh they had been 
charged with going in for \Vhn.t was very nea,r 
being obHtruction --he would ask the P'remier 
whether he was prepMed to accept amendments 
both in the principal Act and in the Bill to the 
effect that until the BritiRh Islands were exhausted 
they should not go further afield for immigrants '? 
The hon. member for Oxley might laugh; hut he 
(Mr. Clr·imes) believed in cheap white Jrrbonr, 
no matter where he could get it. Perhaps the 
p3ople of the colony did not believe in that 
class of labour, however. He would therefore 
ask the Premim· whether he would accept such 
amendments "" would ftdmit of the Britii<h 
Islanr\,; being exhm"ted before he went further 
afield for the immigrants he propo;;ed to bring 
out? 
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The PRJ~MlER: No, Mr. Fraser. 
Mr. ::VIOltEHEAD: 'Ihe hou. gentleman 

said "No." Then he mu"t admit that he had 
opened a, very large field for argutnent-that l~e 
opener] up the whole t[Uestion. He must adrmt 
one nf two thingr-;: either that he wa,.s not 
prepared to ftttempt to get out from the 
British Islan< Is the labour that he sought to 
brin()' to one of the hnpedal colonies, or that 
in tl~7 inn to do Hn he \vent to foreign countries 
to olitai~ tlntt labour which he (Mr. Morehearl) 
maintained, am! which the public would maiu
tain, conld be got from their own race. If the 
hem. gentleman was ]Jrepared to join issue on the 
'luestion as to whether the people were to be 
taxed to bring out foreigners or their own people, 
the verdict of the country would be unmistak
able. He told them just now th1tt he was not 
prepared even t0 try the experiment. 

The PREIIHER: l told you w.thing of the 
kind. 

l\Ir. :\fOREHEAD : The hem. gentleman sai<l 
to-nig'ht that lltl "'"' not pl'epttreJ to test tlH\ 
British IRlanth first. 

The PJlE:\lTEH: I tuld you nothing of tlw 
kind. 

.:\h·. 1\IOHEHb~AD: Then was the bun. 
gentleman prepared to test the Briti.,h Islaud.s 
fir,;t? \Vas he silent? Did he shrink from a 
reply? Then the reply must be in the negative. 
The hrm. gentleman thought he could coerce the 
Opposition, rrnd force a Bill of that kind on hon. 
members. His action shower] what he intenrlerl; 
and it would show the country that he intended 
to force on them, at the expense of the State, 
an alien race, no matter "·here tlmt alien race 
might come fron1. He bad distinctly told_ !he 
Committee that he would not test the BntJsh 
lslnnds before he tester! the North of Europe. 

The PRE:\IIER: He has not. 
Mr. :\IOl~EHEAD: The bon. gentleman has 

not done what ? 
The PREIIHER : \Yhat you say he has 
~{r. MOREHEAD: The hon. gentleman 

\voulcl not answer his question. He would again 
ask whether the Premier wa.s prepared to test the 
British Islands under the Bill hefclre he went 
fur-ther afield~ The hon. gentleman might yawn_ 
It might be a very tiring questio!' for him to 
answer but it was a question to whtch the people 
of the ~olon'', through their representatives, de
manded an answer. He contendec\ that they 
shonlcl have people from their own country first, 
and what came afterwnrds wonld be a matter 
for the consideration of the Committee and the 
country. He ag·ain demanded whether their 
n11·n fiesll and blo;>d were to hnve the first choice 
of comin" out under the provisions of the Bill? 
The hon~ gentletnan was still silent-he would 
not reply. 

The PREMIER: \Vhen you sit down I will 
reply. 

~It-. MORE HEAD: I will sit down if the 
hem. gentleman wis;bes to answer 1ny question. 

The PREMIER said that if the hon. g-entle
man woulrl keep his seat it would greatly 
facilitate busineRR. He pretended to misnncler
swml the question which had now been talked 
al1out for three nights. Thoug-h he at firet 
professed to have no objection to the Dill, he 
intenclec1 to occnpy aR n1any nights n.a possible 
before he allowed it to pass. A, he ha-d already 
Haid, the dh;cnssion on the other side during 
the greater vart of the evening wn,s tnerely 
intended to occupy ttme, ftm1 not addressed 
to the Bill before the Committee at ftlJ. 
They had been beating the air. The hrm. gentle
lnati knew perfectly well that the Government 
we~e making every effort to get agricnltur:.tl 
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labourers from England, that those efforts had 
heen unsuccessful, that the bhonrers could not be 
~;ot in sufficient numbers to snpply the demand ; 
the Government therefore did not propose to 
limit their endeavours to I~nglaud-that was 
tn say, if employers in the colony in tender! to go 
elsewhere for them. The Government did not 
propose to bring ont a single innnigrant under 
this Bill unless persons in the colony engaged 
them. If they did so, the thwernment would 
lJring them out for them, allt! if they did not 
those labourers would remain where they 
were. If sugar-pbnters held that those men 
were unfit for the purpose for w bich they 
were designed, let the1n refrain frorn engagiug 
them; but they must understand that if they did 
not choose to engage them, they would not get 
coolies-until they succeeded in displacing, not 
only the present Government, but the present 
Parliament. Now that they understood the 
matter, let them gn to work as senRible men of 
business. What did hrm. members want? Depu
t~ttions headed by some of them came to him 
ontHide beg~ing and entreating hitn, on behalf 
of the G-overnment, to n1ake arrangmnents to 
import immigrants, and when he informed them 
that he was willing to do all he conld for them, 
tlmt he had a Bill ready and would press it 
through Parliament as rapidly as prmsible, the 
'ame hon. m em hers or their friends came to the 
House and met the Bill with ob>truction. 
\Vhat dirl it all mean? llid they come to hi~ 
<•f!ice to deceive the Government and the public 
into believing that they wanted the labour, 
or were they ende,wnuring to deceive the 
({overnment and the conntry now into an 
opposite belief? Hon. members ought to be at 
least consisteut. He proposed to give no fnrther 
information on the subject. The matter had 
been thoroughly discussed, and he hoped hon. 
members on that side would leave the discussion 
to those hon. members on the other side, who 
seemed determined to obstruct progress. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he was very glad to 
hear that the Premier intended to crown the 
edifice by giving no more information. He had 
g·iven none so far, but had simply held up a 
bogie. There was a vegetable known as the 
pumpkin, which children sometimes scooped 
out, and into which they put a lighted 
candle and called it a " bogie." That was the 
kind of bogie the hon. gentleman was holrling 
np to the working men. Perhaps the hon. 
gentleman was afraid of saying more on the 
sn bject, because he had already shown his hand 
too openly. He (:\1r. Morehead) had asked the 
l'remier a direct question, whether he inteU<lc'd 
to gh·e, at any rate, an equal chance tn the 
inhabitants of the British Islands as to those of 
the Continent, and the hon. gentleman had re
fused to answer him. The Premier had told the 
Committee in as plain words as possible that the 
Bill must be rammed down the throats of thoee 
who were opposed to it by the majority that 
favoured him, and he assumed that the amend
ments to be proposed by the hon. mPmber for 
South Brisbane would go with them. If the 
Bill was to be forced down the throats of the 
people, it would have a very bad effect on them ; 
for it would be very ~oon thrown back again 
upon the hon. gentleman. The Premier had told 
them very clearly that he did not intend to take 
immigrants from the British Islands, and that the 
l3ill was brought in to bring- out innnigrants fl'on1 
the Continent; and he had also told them, as an 
attempted excuse, that there were greatdit!icnltie" 
in the way of obtaining agricultural labourer.s 
from England. But they had been told by an 
hon. member of the Opposition, m>t then present, 
who probably knew more a',out the agricultural 
labourers of Great Britain from actuHl knowledge 
than thfl Premier conld 1•ossihly know from 

report, thRt there woul<l not be the least diffi 
culty in getting out froru England the ]a,bonr 
which the hon. gentleman affected tn seek. \\'hat 
the hon. gentleman really R<mght wa::-~ tn 1iood 
the country with lov·.r-wage!l labour, and low
waged labour n1-t'tined frorn foreign :-;onrce.s. 
The I0 remier had taken exception to what 
he was pleased to term obstruction by hrm. 
membm·s of the Opposition, hut it mnst 
be remembered that the Bill was one of 
Rnpren1e irupqrta·nce to the \Vhole colony. 
It only affected the sugar-planters in so fm' as 
they were '"prominent part of the State. lt 
affected most of all those whom the Op[""itiou 
were laughed at for describing as the working 
classes. Hon. members opposite had sneered at 
them as not having the sympathies of the work
ing classes at heart. The hon. member for 
Stanley might sneer "hear, hear," but he defie<l 
that hon.membAr to contradict him when hesairl 
that during the history of Queemland the work
ing clasHeR had never been so prosperonR a.R during 
the last four or five ye.1rs. He wonld also ask 
that hon. member to point out mJe instance 
where the working man had not been re
compensed for any service he had done 
him ; and he wished the hon. member conlrl gh'e 
the smne nn~nver for hhnRelf. They wen~ fighting 
the battle not only of the sngar-planters
althong1J they were lm·gely concerned in the 
ma.tter as forming a great element in the present 
and future prosperity of QueenslRnd-bnt they 
were fighting the battle of the working rnan, and 
of everyone ebe in t.he colony when they were 
opposing the threatened inundation of foreign 
labour on their shores. It was a pity that the 
Premier in his ill-temper had declared he woulrl 
speak un more on the subject, because he was 
the only man of intelligence on the other 
side, and it would give the Opposition a 
chance of attacking them in a way which 
the h<m. gentleman would afterwards regret. 
He believed the Bill could he amended to meet 
the wishes of hon. member' on both sides, 
because he did not think that any memher 
wished that any undue weight should be given, 
unrler the Bill, to any race outside their own 
island. He would therefore move a new clause 
to ·follow clause 1, as follows:-

That so much of sections 12 nnrl 13 of the principnl 
Act as authorisf s the en).!;agrJnent of medamic~. 
labonrers, and senants in Europe or the contimmt or 
J~nropu, other than native-born or uaturali:>ecl Britbll 
snhjects, is hereby rep~aled. 

If that amendment were not carried of course the 
thing wou1cl ha Ye to go on-the colony would be 
flooded 'vith foreign labour. Those hon. IllCnl

bers who thought that their first dnty was to 
the British race, would vote for the Rmemlment; 
those who believed in the alien races would v<.te 
for the clause as it stood. 

The PREMIER said that clause 2 had r>een 
put, and no new clanse could now be inserted 
befme it. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he thought the 
Premier would he a man of his word, and would 
not speak again. AB a tecbnical objection-an 
objection which the hon. gentleman himself was 
fond of spe:tking about-had beeu taken to the 
amendment, he would mnve that c!ame 2 be 
omitted or negatived, with a view of inserting tbe 
new clause he had read. 

The PHEMIEH: It canuot be an amendment 
on this clmme. 

The CHAIR::\IAX said that, as clause 2 had 
been put, t.he amendment coul<l not be put after 
clause 1. 

1\Ir. MOREHEA D said that, with all due 
deference to the Chairman'R ruling, he wonh1 
point ont th:tt the Chairman intended J!llttiHg' 
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the amendment had objection not been taken by 
the Premier. However, he had no objection to 
the 2nd clause. 

Clame put and passed. 
l\fr. :\10REHEAD said that he was inclined 

to ask the hon. the Colonial Secretary a 'luestion, 
as he was now in his place. The hon. member, 
he was sorry to say, had considered some of his 
remo,rks obnoxious, and had left the Chamber, 
but he 'vas glad no·w to see hirn in his usual 
plac0 • 

The PRE:\IlEll : Is there any r1uestion before 
the Committee? 

The CHAIRMA:t\: There is no question 
before the Committee. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: Then I move you out of 
the chair, :VIr. l<'raser. I shall very soon get a 
question before the Committee, and I slutll give 
my reason for it. 

Qnestion put. 
The Ho~. Sm T. J\!IciLWEAITH: There 

is no proposition before you, sir. It is the 
first time I ever saw the Chairman standing 
np and sbting the question before the hon. 
member who was making the motion had sat 
down. The Chairman has his privileges, so has 
every other hon. member. 

Mr. ::\fOREHEAD said he intended to go on 
with his remarks. Of course, the Chairman had 
not quite recovered from the recent newness of 
his office, although he believed at some remote 
period the h<m. member had occupied the position 
of Chairman before. He hoped he would not 
interfere with the rights of hon. members, as 
some hon. members might resent it. He would 
ask the hon. the Premier when the amend
ments of the hon. member for South Bris
hane were to come in ? They were not 
mentim<ed on the paper as the sequel to any 
particular clause, and they might come in 
at any time the h<m. member chose. He 
would like to know from the Premier when he 
was prepared to consider these amendments, or 
whether they were to be considered by the Go\·
ernment at all? They contained questions of 
very great importance-broad questions which 
would want a great deal of discussion. He 
would point out, too, that the sheet containing 
the amendments was a" further corrected proof." 
He supposed hon. members knew what the first 
corrected proof was, and what the original proof 
was, but he did not know. He was content to 
deal with the "further corrected proof." He 
would like to know when these amendments 
were to con1e on. 

Question put. 

The PREJVIIER said the hon. member had 
made the usual obstructive motion, and followed 
it up by the usual obstructive speech, and it could 
hanlly be expected that the Government would 
give hiln much assistance, considering that they 
were trying to get the Bill through, while the 
h<m. gentleman was trying as plainly as possible 
to obstruct it. He presumed the h<m. member 
for South Brishane (.:\Ir. ,T ordan), if he moved 
the amendments, would move them where they 
would naturallv come in; that w.cs after the 
4th clause, the last clause but the final one 
containing the title. \Vhen the amendments 
were moved-if they should be moved-he would 
be prepared to state the views of the Govern
ment on the matter. 

Mr. :\IOEEHBAD said the hon. gentleman, 
with his usual perversity of intellect and perver
sity of diction, had stated that he (Mr. J\Iore
heacl) had tried to obstruct in moving the Chair
man out of the chair. The hon. member knew 
that he hilmelf had compelled him to take that 
course. H" had no desire to move the Chairman 

cut of the chair, except to show that the hon. 
member could not coerce him or any other hon. 
m em her of the Honse int,o silence, because it 
suited his royal pleasure to attempt to push a 
clause through before it had been properly 
discussed. 

The HoN. Sm T. :VIciLWRAITH said he was 
not snrprised, because it was so like the hon. 
gentleman. The hon. the Premier was calling 
out about obstruction. Did he remember the 
year before bst, when he (Sir T. Mci!wraith) 
brought in an Immigration Bill, and they spent 
two weeks discussing it on the second reading, 
after the hon. member had declared that 'it was 
nothing hut a " re-hash " of the old Act? What 
obstruction had taken place? He considered a 
valuable amount of information had been knocked 
into the Government, though not much had come 
out of them. The country knew a great deal 
more about the Bill now than it did before ; 
and they were determined that the country 
should know more. It did not matter to 
them whether the hon. member cried obstruc
tion or not-they were talking to the Bill. He 
had not been ansent from the House more than 
an hour and a half, and up to that time the only 
obstruction had come from the Government 
benches, and that was from the eccentric mem
ber for :iHarvborough, who insisted upon reading 
a report he had made some years ago. And yet 
now the hon. member, when he got out of tem
per, commenced to cry •' obstruction." The hon. 
member did not seem to realise the importance 
of the Bill. He seemed to think that when he 
had made up his mind to give them white 
kanakas they should go down on their knees and 
thank him, and that the country was safe. 
They had their own ideas, and they were not 
going to be put down by the hon. member for 
Oxley, who whined and regretted the other day 
that they had a Hansctrd. He thanked God 
there was such a thing as a Hcmsa1·d, because, 
although the Premier declined to give them any 
more information, they would have it before 
much progTe>s was made with the Bill. There 
had not been the slightest attempt at ob
struction, notwithstanding the complaints of the 
hon. member. He thought it was a very fair 
question for his hon. friend to ask what the 
Government intended to do with regard to the 
amendments of the hon. member for South Bris
bane. Did the Government countenance them? 
It was not enough for the hon. the Premier to 
say he would tell them when the proper time 
came. They wanted to know now, because the 
clauses to be proposed by the hon. member had 
a direct bearing on the clause they had now 
reached. 

Question put and negatived. 
On clause 3, as follows :-
"The s.cale of amounts payable by an intending 

employer in reRpect of' the passage to the colony ot 
labourers or servants, to be engaged by him in the 
United Kingdom or on the continent of Europe under 
the provisions of the 12th section of the principal Act. 
shall be that set forth in Schedule l!1 to this Act, instead 
of that set forth in Schednle D to the principal J .. ct.'' 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said the 
hon. member seemed to think that he had no 
need to give them any information. 

The PREMIEE: ·what information do you 
ask fol'? 

The Ho~. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said he 
supposed they had got to the germ of the Bill in 
this clause-in the alteration of the schedules. 
The original Schedule D, in the principal Act, 
provided that passengers brought out under those 
indented clauses should pay £2; that was, those 
whom the hon. gentleman acknowledged should 
be brought out. lVIales over tweh'e years of age 
shonld pay £2, and females £1, under ScheduleD 
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of the principal Act. The clause under \;hich 
it was proposed they shoulcl be brought out now 
provided th<tt umles were to pay .£1 each, ft•mccles 
£1 each, and the children of indented labnmer,.; 
10s. each. He thought thtlt clan,.;e shower! a gTeat 
deal. It showed the eh" of peoule amrmg whom 
the hon. gentleman thonght he won! cl a hie to find 
a snbstihtte for kanakat-: and eonlies. The hun. 
gentlernan hnt l beAu for the last tvyo years of hiN 
life rnnning clown wlmt he called ,1 ,.;ystem nf 
'' Kla.:·t~ry"; aurl he now prnpnMed to gTt white 
1nen 111 the pln.ce of thnRe whnnt he con;.;idered 
Hlaves. J-lo conld uot gPt the111 in Elw
]arul, anrl he eonlrl liOt get tlwn1 in u~7·
many, until he rerlnced the vm-y modemtu 
amount which nnmt he paid for their pae; ao·e 
frnm £2 t" £1. Could anything be more pl:;,
postcrmu;? Talk abont "pa.uper immigratimt''; 
why there nevet· was anything :-;n <legl'rtding to 
the colrmy a" this. To put forcilJly hefom the 
}lome anrl the cn,nntry that they Cllnld not get 
ln ::my part of l1~urope labourers to ta,ke the 
place of the kanaka a.R indented hd-Jourm-.~, '!_Ultil 
they reduced the pas.mge money to he p<<id fmm 
.£2 to £1 ! The hon. gentleman had C;tn~·ht hirn 
up as he ~bought instead of anRwel'iug hi~ m·gn
rnents. He said they conlcl get out free o1· U(;m
parati vely frpe imn1igrants frorn hnn1e-they Ctntld 
get any nurnber of agricultural hthourer.s how 
Scotland-if they paid " large amount of thei1· 
passage-nwney. x~ et the hnu. gent1eman pro
posed that they 'hould introduce foecigner' on 
br better terms for them, but far woroc tonne 
for the colonv. That \'.as thP annument lw 
b~·ought for\Yrt.l'd, ancl the hon. gent]e;ll::tll I>icked 
h1n1 up lll~cn,nl:ie he adrnitted thnt the gnntle
man sent hmne to ~ecnre lunnigrant:.; had cnn
fes~ecl th<tt he had great clifficnlty in fiwling
agncnlturallahnnrerf'. He nihnitted tlutt there 1 

was that diilicnlty, anrl tlmt the.y were tlH· 
pooreNt cla~s in England; bnt ::\lr. Hu~sell had 
not the :-;lightest difficulty in l'ecl'nitin,,. a,s lllmn-
a ~ he likell frmu Scotlancl ; and Juor-T uf the1i1 
conlcl be gnt by paying a large portion of thejr 
passage nwnt~Y and getting :-~tean1ship OWlH:'l'1' to 
bring them ont. 

The PllK\IIJi:R : Yes. 

The Hox. Sm T. :l\IuiL\YRAITH sai<l the 
hon. gentleruan bad neYer anythins; g·oor1 nnlc~'·~ 
he harl g-ot a sneer behind it. He knew wh .t he 
nteant hy bis '·yes,'' and hi:-~ reuHtrk to hi.-; col
league. He belt! that the stemw;],ip cmnjl<lnie' 
were the ver~r people to sa.\·e the cnlnny a Lt nf 
nwney in this HHtttt'l'. The ho11. g·n!lt1cuu:tn 
knew that, an<l he was lJy the Bill >in1ply 
cha.n~ . .dng frmu British steaJn;:;hip cnmprmic~ to 
Gennan stemu:::;hip con1 panie~ ; :tnd they· pro
posed to giYe them the 'vhnle of the lJ<1SI4ago 
1nouey. lie tlaicl the Bl'itish ~tctl.ln~hip cmu
panie;-; \Yere preva.retl to lwing- out a~ lll<lllY 
irnn1igra,nts as they wanted fnnu honw, nn;t 
among then1 any nnmlJer of a,:..(ricnltnr::tl 
labourers. He said they onght t" tal<e 
a.dvnntage of thnt, a1ul ltring- ont their irn
ll1igrantfo; frnn1 hon1e. If they \\·ere Hot the 
class they wanted, and if they wankel a 
cl a:-:~ to take the I llace nf tho1:ie who were suffer
ing fron1 ~la.ver.v in the colony---aecording to the 
hon. member-if they were to take the place of 
the kannkaR, theu in the nmne of connutm 1'-.'L~r 
why shnn],j not the planters pay for them ·: The 
hon. 1118111her conlcl not pn~~jbly get O\Pl' that, 
and this cla"se ttt once showed \Yhat the hon. 
rnen1ber's 1neaning \\Ta,s, lf the indented clani"e<:l 
in the nl.cl .Act were intended tn apply i 

to the bnng1ug ont of lahnnrt>r:---; ,..,.hole1,dA 
for the sugar plantatim1,, no dnnbt theY 
won1c1 hase been acted npon; lmt th(T we1'e 
not intencle<l for anything of the sort." The 
hon. gentleman knew that, bnt he wanted to 
apply machinery to make the charge a great 

deal le-.:~ for indented 1n.bouren;, and at tlle RH.ll\8 

tilne bring· nnt the wi \"8~ nnd fan1ilie~ of t.l10.st> 

lalwurers unde1~ the indi~uteLl clausel:l. \V;Ls 
evc~r ~u<..:h a ~lnr ca~t uvon the colouy a~ that·~ 
The h\nl. InemlH)l' propo~ed that they ~honlt1 
f\RY they were ctnnvell~d to ncknnwledg-e 
that they cnnlrl not g-et aloug· \\·ith tlw 
people they had been bringing hero before 
tha.t their O\Yll eonntryu1en were no good 
tho.tt they were 11ot ~uL:--el'Yient enough to tht~ 
jHmer' tlmt l le, anrl they mnst have another cl a,.;,, 
of people to tal<e tlw place of kan«kn .. -;, not nlJ(lel·
sta.JHliug the lJCH· .. ition. In fact, the Bill was <L 

l)ill to introduce \rhite sL1vL..;. atHl not onh. 
that, but it proposed tlmt they, sbonH be iutrr;
clncecl at the expense of the labcmrers already in 
the colony. Tlrat wa,.; the meaning of it. ;';till 
the hnn. gentleman insisted that he 1\"ll.-< 
helping the t-Jngt.tl' phtnterH, and then, if 
they mJnltl not allo\\· it to 1 .[k,s, the eYi] 
be upon their own head~. It waH J1()t the 
sng-a.r planters whont the Oppof.:.ition were <..:Oll
f·dderino- hnt the people of tlw colony whn wnn1d 
unc 1onl;t'edly rise up a.url. conden1n. the Bill n.l4 
soon a.-; the\· lerrrned what the effect of it \\'nnlrl 
lH~. ~\:-: st1on a they ~aw those low-wa.ge(l 
(i-Cl'lllaJl<.; emuing in t(l ~npplant the Britis.h 
lahonn'ln; rdready iu the eolon~T, they wonhl 
coudeun1 it; n.nd then, 110 doubt, the hon. gentle
men wonlrl cry hack, and say the "\et woul<l 
not operate lJecau . ..;e of the opposition to it; 
if the hon. gentlenmn had allowed him to 
carrv out J1is :-chmne he wonlll have nutd.e 
the "sngar inclustry a snnrce of wealth to the 
colnny.~ The hon. g-ent1mnmt had undertaken :1 

ta.~k far tno great for his strength. }{e thought 
ho lmd to rleal only with the sugar-planter,.;, and 
he fnund now that he ha<l to deal with men who 
had the interest,.; of the cnlouv at heart. 

'The PRK\IU;JC sai<l the !;on. gentleman had 
said little that wns new. \\'hat he had 'aiel 
in hi . ..; ,...,peech he h:ul ~aid u1any tiu1e~ be~ 
fore, n.n,] he (the Prmnier) ba.d said all Ill' 
was dispn:-;ed to say in an.-.;wor to it. 1'here 
was one new thing the hem. gentlenw,n had 8ai( l, 
hmve\'l;r, ttnd timt was that he advocate<! that 
tlwy slwuld allow shipo\\·ner.s to sele<·t their 
iu1t11igrantt-'. 

The Hox. Sm T. ::\IciL\VHAITH: l sairl 
nothing of the :'iOl't. 

Tho PHK\ITEll said he did not think the hnn. 
gent1c1lmn knew ·n·bat he (1jc1 :<ty \Yhen he got on 
hi~ fet•t, Yer_,,. often. The hnn. geutlemnn Cf'l'
trrinly told them th:<t the nry best persm1s 
to Lring· unt their iunnigTilllt~ we1·e the ~hip
ownen;. 

The Hox. Sm T. MciLWHAITH: Exactly. 
The l'IlK\IIJ~H: And that they ohould find 

them for them. 
The Hox. Sttt T. ::IIcTL\YTIAITH: ::\o, 

certainly not. 
The i>nEi\liEH sairl that, if the hnn. gentle

n1n.u did not say that 1 hi." R]H~Pch had no 1neauing. 
He certainly under,too<l him to stty that. l-f e 
wa.~-> t"tnite n,wa.re that shipowners would ti1l aN 
m:my ,,!Jips .'H they allo\YOrl them to fill, ant! 
ca.H the iunnlgrant~ agricnltuntl labonrm ~, if 
tlw~· g<>t .JnO per head for bring·ing them 
ont; mHl he \\"at-J al~(' (1nit.e fl.Ware that n:-: f-lO()ll 
as tlwv ·came here it woul<l lle found tlrat 
they \\·~en~ not aglicnltnral lnbourers at all. 
They had had r1uite enough nf that la~t year, and 
they ha.rl lmcl quite enough of it twenty years 
ago, "·hen the smne thing \,'nq dolle. They 1uv1 
h:td quite euongh of a.Jlo\rjng- sbipo\.rnerB to fi1l 
tlwir t:hip~-; a.nd t-:eleC't their imn1igrantR for then1 ; 
and that w<ts the only 118\Y thing which the hon. 
ge1rl:.lenwn ha.tl adn"J.,nccd. 

The Hox. S1n T. ::llciL\VRAITH ~aiel the 
hfm. member trier! to gccin every point he cnulrl 
by misrepresenting what he ""'i'l. He had 



Immigration Act [9 SEPTEMBER.] Amendnwrtl Bill. 601 

never said that they shonlrl for one nl<lment 
allow shi povvncr.-; to select their innuigr~tntR for 
thmn. Tlu"hon. rnen~ber knew, or should know, if 
he had read the correspondence between himself 
and the shipowners, that all they contmcted to do, 
was to bring out the immigrants provided by the 
(}overnn1ent. They gave the Gnvernn1ent the 
same power for selecting the immigrant.s as thPy 
had themselves in the selection of men for their 
own ships ; and for the hrm. gcentleman to take 
up a quibble, and say that he meant tlmt the ship
owners should r-;e]ect the inunigrant~, "'a.:-; per
fectly absurd. vVhoever dre01med of allowing 
shipowners to select immigrants~ They h,.d 
never themselves offered to do such a thing. 
Their offer was clear and distinct :-" \Ve will 
give you exactly the same power of selecting the 
innnigrants as you haYe at the present tirne. 
\Vhat we will do is to advertise the wants 
of the colony, all< I let them be known 
thronghont England, Scotland, and Ireland; 
and when we have got the ilninigTant~ 
together, you can seleet w horn you like." 
Could there he a better system of selection than 
that? The whole of the work was actudly done 
fot· the Government, and the steamship com
pany were at the s(Jle risk of having brought 
together indented inunigrants, with the chance 
of their being rejected. 'rhe Government, in 
fact, had the whole power. Did the hon. gentle
man dream fur a moment that that power would 
he increased if the Bill passed, or rather that 
the Governrnent ·would not have a great dealle0s 
cont~ol over the ilnnngrants in bringing then1 
here~ Dirl he not know perfectly well that the 
Government ha{l never ha.d any snpervidion over 
German innnigrants? The rr~en who had ccnne 
ont here hnd been nominaterl, aml there actually 
had been no supervision. lf the hon. ge,ntleman 
\Vonld read the report:-; on the carriage of G-errnan 
hnn1igrants across to London. he ''rould 8ee 
that there was not the slightest knowledge 
of their profe~r,;ions, bnsiness, calling, or ante
cedents, except that they had been nominated 
and landed in London. It was then an act of 
charity to oend them out here, or c<enrl them bo.ck 
to their own country. Anyone could under
stand, without having ]Jarticular 0,'1ses put 
before the Committee, how the supervision was 
n great deal nwre loo8e in Ger1n:1ny than it was 
in England. All the Government officers and 
staff were in England. They could not pretend 
to have such" big stttff or such completearrang-e
lnents in Gern1a.ny, hccanEh~ there the officers 
would h>tve to be Germans themsel Yes. and there 
would be no ll1F\1,ns of transacting- busines::; except 
through interpreters. \Vith our own people it 
was ditferent. The people them iel ves were the 
check. A shipload of English, Scotch, or Irish 
could cnme out here, and the pulllic check was 
most valuable, for it could be seen by any
one what they were ; bnt what check would 
there be over a shiplottrl of foreigners? They 
might lJe anything. So far from that being 
an argurnent in favour of the hon. gentleman, 
it wa,~ the strongeHt argun1ent again~t hin1. He 
would be putting .~tearnship cPn1panies in opern.
tion who would crowd their ships with the scum 
of the Gerrnan Keaport tn\vns, just as in the old 
clays the ships were crowde,] with the scum of 
the J~nglish :;;eaport towns. The thing had been 
done before, ancl the colony suffered for it, and 
he warned the Govern1nent againRt it;;; repetition. 
The Government had a good staff of officers in 
]~ngland, who had, during the past four years, 
been o.ble to fill their ships with ~;ood and nseful 
immigrants; but the hon. g-entlemetn at the head 
of the Government wished now to go back to the 
old times and the old system heco.nse he wanted 
to please some of his supporters who sat behind 
him, who had not had the courage to come for
ward and advocate their own countrymen'~ cause. 

:Nh. l\IIDGLEY sairl he had listened with 
interest to the various epeakers dnring the debate, 
and perhaps it would only be retaliation if he 
were to inflict a littlP speech upnn the committee 
in return. He lmclnot spoken on the subject since 
the Bill wa' first phcecl before the House, and 
he shonltl not now speak upon it at any length, 
but what he would say would be brief, and it 
would ue all he would have to say upon the 
nwasnre while it \Ya~ pas~ing through connnittee. 
.A. rernark nlftdc hy the hon. 1nernber fnr Balunn1~ 
wa,., one which, he thought, that hon. gentlernan 
ought to act upon in debating the :·mbject. 
The hrm. mernher made use of some such 
sentiment as that it was the duty of the 
House in legislating for the colony to have 
rega.rd to the desireR, interet:ltl':l, and rights of the 
people already here. He understood the hon. 
1nen1ber to 1na.ke UF-;e of soiHe Hnch expression 
quite eo.rly in the debt1te, and he agreed with him 
in that view of the case. But when the hon. 
gentleman intimated his intention of proposing 
an amendment on the mflasure, such as he had 
already read, he (Mr. Midgley) thought he was 
departing from the spirit of that idea or sm!ti
ment ; in fact, the Assembly woulrl be gomg 
frmu one extreme~which perha}Js the mea8ure 
might lead them into-to another extreme. He 
could not agree with the amendment about tu 
he proposed by the hrm. m em her for Baloune. 

.Mr. MOREHEAD: It is withdrawn. 
Mr. l\IIDG LEY: Was there no intention tr, 

reintroduce it? 
l\Ir. ::VIOREHEAD: No. 
Mr. MITJGLEY: However. he might say 

\Vhat he \Vas going to say, which bore on the 
subject. He thought that the German inhabi
tants of the colony, who were alreo.dy here, accord
ing to their professions, had done as much to open 
out and establish the country as any of its other 
inhabita,nts, and they had o. perfect right
a proportionate ri;rht-to say what the future 
inhabitants of the colony and the future social 
state of the colony should be. Therefore, as one 
who tried to be in love witl1 fair play, he could 
haYe no sympathy with such a sentiment 
as that contained in the amendment of the 
hrm. member for Balonne. Now, during the 
g;;neral election, an1ongRt the few question:-: on 
which he pledged himself was the one with 
regard to the intmcluction of coolies, and 
after the speeches which he made on the 
subject, and thP pronounced opinions he 
gave utterance to, he could never he a 
party to the introduction of coolies to supply the 
wants of the sugar planters. He thought, how
ever, that in the mea'-mre proposed by the Gov
enuneut, a.s it becmne Inore and 1nore sifted, 
there was to be found an element of unfairness 
and danger-he meant in this respect: They had 
been told that night that the difficulty of obtain
ing agricultnrallu,bonrers in the British IRles wa~ 
aver~' great one-that wa.s, the difficulty of obtain
ing labourerl'6at a rea.Hnnablerate of wages. The in
ducements and attractions of other countries being
so many and so great, the difficulty of obtaining· 
such labourer' to come to this country were 
almost insurmountable. Supposing it should he 
found, as time went on, that that difficulty, 
which he bPlieved to be an exaggerated one and 
not to really exist in fact; but supposing it 
shoulrl turn out to be a difficulty, and supposing 
it should be proved, in the course of events, tlutt 
those who wanted labour in Queensland could 
get their lahour chettper, to their mind, an<! 
costing- them less in every way, from the continent 
of Europe than they could get it from the British 
Islands, whatever might be the intentions of the 
Government, it would be fonnrl that the effect 
would be that the large majority of the immi
gmnts to this colony would be Germans, whether 
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they wished it or not. K ow, he thought that 
perhaps the Premier, in giving utterance to that 
view of the case-if he might sny it without 
offence or presumption-went a little too far. 
Surely the one element of cheapness-that the 
pbnters would be able to get their labour cheaper 
from Europe tlmn Grent Britain -ought not 
to be an overvvheln1ing- conRideration in deciding 
what the future population of Qneenslancl should 
be. He conld not be a party to any legif.:latinn 
which would have the effect of slmtting out the 
people of the country from which he came. He 
could not, as an Englishman, he a party to that
and reaJly it \Vas a plen,snl'e to get the nan1e of 
J~nglishmen mentioned now. ·what with Scotch
Inen, Irishrnen, and GermanH--

Mr. MOHEHEAD : And possibly natives. 

Mr. MillGLEY: Yes; possibly natives, 
althongh he did not object to them so much ; 
but it was difficult for the poor EnKlislnnan 
to get a bit of self-assertion in anywhere. 
He really considered that one reason why 
national afLtirR had been Bo serious was that 
there were no Englishmen iu the last JYiinistry ; 
and there ,.,·ere no Engli8hn1en in the preRent 
(}ovm·nment except one, and he \Vas not p1·eRent; 
he wn,R far a.\vay. He believ·ed in l~nglishmen; 
and he belit,ved that there were any number of 
them to he ~~ot in the agricultural parts of Eng
Lmd if fair :end roasonal1le inducements were held 
ont to them to come to Queensland as agricul
tural labou,,erR; and they must have them, as 
he thong-ht they were entitled to have them. 
\Vhether they got Germans or Scotch men, they 
helrl to his tuind a, 8econclary and inferior posi
tion, and it only needed a little more organisa
tion of Engli.-,hnlen to give them a better chance. 
They would have tn form Ron1e l'~ngli8h
Hibernian society to stand a better show. He 
believed in national sentiment. It was-

" A rich rongh gem, tleny it who can; 
'l'he heart of a trne-born Englishman." 

He would not like to seA an Em;lishman shut 
out by a Scotch man, or an Irishman, or a \V elsh
man, or anyone elRe. There was one 1uatter 
which, if he could make himself as clear upon it 
as some hon. members had done, would perhaps 
have some force. Suppm.:.ing iuunigration were 
conducted on the lines that where they could 
g·et it cheapest there they should get it
nominations would be chiefly for those im
migrants \\rho could be got cheapest. rrhere 
was nothing in the Act to prevent it. If 
n,gricultural labourers were wanted and could 
be had cheaper in Germany than in England, 
they would be obtained from Germany. Those 
men who wished to indent those labourers were 
not to be restricted by the me<Ls1ue as to where 
they got immigrants from. That was one of the 
chief features in it. If they could get them 
cheaper on the continent of Europe than from 
the islands of Great Britain, they could get 
them from the continent of J~urope. Supposing 
the amendments of the junior member for 
South Brisbane were carried with regard to 
land-orders, and immigration was conducted 
in that way, those men would all obtain 
land orders, and all the adnmtages and 
privile~es the Bill conferrecl upon them. He 
must confess he was puzzled awl perplexed with 
the Northern Labour question. He could be 
no party in givinK the planter coolies, under 
the pledges he had given to his constituents. 
Anyone trea,ting the Labour question lightly, 
am! treating the difficulties of the planters 
lightly, clicl not really enter into the seriousness 
aRd importance of the matter to the colony. 
Perhaps it might be asked, wlmt did he expect 
that the Government woulcl do? He quite con
fessed that he was disappointed with regard to 
the Bill, and. he might reasonably be flsked, 

what did he suppose the Government would 
do with regard to the question'! He had 
an idea of this kind: that the Go\·ernment, 
recognising the difficulty, \\muld have gone 
into the Briti'h labour market and have 
said, "There js a c~rtain industry in QueenR
Iand, of a peculiar character, conducted in 
the tropics, con1n1enced under peculiar circunl
stances with regard to labour-a kind of labour 
to which the colonists of Queensland are taking 
Rtrong and determined exception, and \VB 'vant 
ynn to go out and do this work ;" stating 'vhat 
kind of work it was, what the remuneration 
would be, and what prospects there would be of 
advancement when they had passed a portion of 
time in that employment. He expected they would 
have gone into the British laLonr market and 
pLtced the matter before the agriculturists in that 
way, and that the Government, recognising the 
exceptiona1 nature of the industry which had 
been fostered and encouraged, perhaps, by ex
ceptional legislation, would have extended to it 
smne deoTee of Rpecial protection, and have 
pledged tl1emsel ves, so far as a Government could, 
that the men entering into an agreement with 
those planters, should be rigidly-so long· as they 
were fairly treated-required to discharge their 
duties to the planters. That was his idea of 
the solution of the question; whether it would 
have solved it or not he was not prepttred to say. 
He deprecatecl, as a Queensland er, knowingsome·
thing about the difficulties of sugar-planters, and 
the tremendous way in which the price of sugar had 
been coming down for the last two years, anything 
being done to 0ause them any needless embar
raRsment; and while giving Gern1ans every por~ 
tion of credit and right with every other inhabi
tant of the colony, he deprecated any spirit or 
idea that they were going to introduce large 
numbers-to the exclusion of others-of any one 
nationality. 

::VIr. G RD.IEB said he should like to ask 
whether the hon. member for Fassifern was the 
only one who had a desire to see his own country
men introduced. The Bill, he understood, was 
one to enable employers of labour to go abroad 
and indent labour. He took it that if any 
Eno·!ishmen desired to see his own countrymen 
in Queensland, he would get his agent to send 
him some Englishmen ; and if a German wished 
to get his own countrymen nut, he would send 
to his agent to send him Germans. J:fe thought 
that the hon. gentlerrtan was asrnnntng a good 
deal to think that he was the only one 
who had that feeling for his fellow-country
men. He was an Englishman, and he should 
be very glad to see Englishmen brought 
out : and if he were indenting labour he 
sho1ild indent Englishmen. The Germans were 
all very well and very good in their places, 
but he should indent a large proportion of 
Erwlish as well as Germm1s. He thought every 
Englishman shouhl have the same desire in his 
heart, so that the m>Ltter would regulate itself. 
They were not all going to be employars who 
would int1·oduce GermanR. 

The Hox. Sm T. :\foiL \VRAITH said the hon. 
gentlen1an was now realhdng what it was to have 
a Hamard. Thank goodness they had a Hrtnsard. 
Tlwv had had long orations from him which 
wearied the House, but when he found that his 
lHgtm1ents coulcl be resisted successfully he had 
\"et'\' little to ,ay. He talked about Germans, and 
saici he wanted to indent Englishmen-that he 
did not want to indent all Germans. If the hon. 
aentJeman Wltnted them for his plantation, why 
h1 the name of common sense did he not apply 
for them as they had been applied for before? 
\Vhy should the colony generally be' called upon 
to 1;ay for labour to enable hirn to grow sugar? 
That \vas the great 'luestion, The hon, gentle· 
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man seemed to con,ider that they shonld find him 
labour either from J~ngland, Uerrnany, or '30ITie

where else. They had to maintain a general 
SY"'tem of importation for the whole colony, n,ncl 
if any man wanted labour brought out wholesale 
for any industry, let him pay for it himself, the 
same as he had had to do hitherto. 

The PRE:\1IEH said he wondered when the 
hon. gentlmnan fotuHl out it was \Vrong for the 
conntry to bring ont indented labourers ? \Vlwn 
did he make that discovery' It was only two 
years ago ~ince he carried a Bill providing for it, 
nnd took at! vantage of it himself-when did he 
discover that it was wicked? He (tbe Premier) 
pointed out on the second reading of the Bill the 
difficulty that was felt under the present system. 
There was no provision for bringing out the 
wives and families of thelahourers as they desired 
to do. Thosehbonrers would be people who W<mld 
settle themselves upon the land, with their wives 
and families. The present Act was defective in 
that respect. Schednle D, which was proposed 
to be amended, really <lealt only with nominated 
pct"engers, who might he of all ages and of both 
sexes. The schedule was perfectly right for 
that, bnt when it came to be looked into it was 
found that, as applied to marrried labourers, it 
was defective. 'l'he Bill, therefore, was brought 
in to correct that mistake, in order that thev 
might be able to bring out men who were 
married. As to the wtty in which it would work, 
as he saicl before, the Bill was brought in on the 
assumption that the persons who said they wanted 
to get labour really did want to get labour, and 
that if they took advantage of the provisions of 
the Act they would get men fit to work on their 
agricultural estates; not that they would go and 
engage pickpockets or loafers about the streets, 
or the scum of the great cities, to come out, 
in which case the employers would be no better off 
although they had taken the trouble to appoint 
people in England to make the necessary arrange
ments. They assumed that the persons who said 
they wanted labour were honest 'nd earnest, and 
really did want it, but could not get it, and that 
\VaR the reason the Government were assisting to 
bring the men here. That was the foundation of 
all their arguments. They did not want simply to 
fill up ships with a certain number of passengers, 
and they would not allow shipowners to load their 
ships with passengers simply to get their passage 
money. The Government were relying upon 
the honesty and good faith of those persons 
who told them that they wanted labour, and he 
believed they were right in trusting them-in 
believing them to be honest persons. If they 
found that they were not, then their advantages 
under the Bill would soon cease. 

The Hox. Sm T. MciLWHAITH said the 
hon. gentleman thought he had made a 
great point in fathering on his (Hon. 
Sir T. Mcilwraith's) shoulders the indented 
system. The hon. gentleman asked when he 
(Hon. Sir T. Mci!wraith) hn,d ari<en to the 
knowledge of the fact that the colony ought not 
to be put to the expense of introducing indented 
labour, as he had embodied that system in a Bill 
passed three years ago. He did put it into the 
Act of 1882. But the hon. gentlemen took the 
greatest C[tre to go back to every Immigration 
Act passed since the commencement of the 
cdony, and point out that he (Hon. Sir T. 
Mcilwraith) had no credit for it, because it was 
in every Act before that, and that the system he 
adopted there had always existed. The hnn. 
gentleman thought it was a nasty thing, that im
migration clause, and tried to father him with it, 
but he would refer the hon. gentleman to his own 
words, where he said that he (Hon. Sir T. Men
wraith) had only adopted as,, stem that was already 
in force in previous Acts, Bu~ he would point out 

that the indented system in the Act of 1882 was 
CjUite different from that contained in the Bill 
before the Committee. The former was one of 
the finest adjuncts to immigration that they 
could possibly have. \Vhen it w;;,s passed it was 
a most difficult thing to get immigrants of any 
kind to come to the colony. !Hen were 
brought out at the maximum payment of 
£2 ; and in order to secure the best class 
of htbour that could be obtained it was 
decided to allow men to indent labom for 
any specbl trade. The reason for that was this : 
a man had, say, a boiling-down establishment, 
or was a leather-maker, or a bootmaker by 
machinery, or something of that sort; that man 
knew ex;wtly what ki!lfl of labour he wanted, 
and it might be n long time, in the ordinary 
course of things, before the Government would 
bring out a ship of that particular class of 
labour; and they saw no reason why such a 
person should n~Jt get the same privilege as 
others. They therefore allowed him to indent 
the labour he required. But the Bill before 
the Committee proposed a very different 
thing. The Government put their hand down on 
black labour at once. The sugar-planters had 
been employing coloured labour, and getting the 
men at their own expense, but the Govemrnent 
said, ''\V e will not allow these men to come ; we 
will tell you what we will do ; we know that 
yon cannot carry on your industry nt a profit_ 
unles" you have a class of labour that you can 
coerce; we will find you that labour." Thnsthe 
(iovernment joined with men who acknow
ledg-ed that they could not make their 
indn,try pay without cheap labour, and said 
they would find that labour-that was, that 
the people would contribute to the profits of 
the sugar-growers out of their own pockets. 
He had said before three or four times, and 
would repeat it again because he knew he had 
knocked it into the heads of some of the followers 
of the hon. gentleman-and if hon. members did 
not understand it, the people would soon com
prehend its meaning-that the system by which 
cheap labour was to be given to the sug:tr
planters would be the fulcrum by which wages 
would be lowered in every department of the 
colony. That would be the logical inevitable 
result. He thought it was the wish of the 
Government that that should be the result. 
Low wages had never done good for any 
country. They would not do good for this; men 
would go away, and the colony would lose the 
results of immigration up to the present time. 
And if they could not hold out the indncement 
of good wages, verv few in1migrants would con1e 
here from the old country. There was not a 
single report received from the old country at the 
present time which did not put before th"m 
clearly and plainly that, with the prestige the 
colony had gained already and their prospects in 
the future, they could look forward for a large 
iinmigration at the expense of the imn1igrants 
themselves. And now they were asked to go back 
to the dark ages, aml pay the passages, not 
of their own countrymen-the hon. the Premier 
said they would not get them, but thott was 
because the Government did not want them 
-but of another class of men who, they thought, 
would submit to conditions that their own country
men would not submit to-men to take the place 
of the kanakas and coolies who had worked in 
the sugar plantations hefore. That was a system 
the country did not want, and when the people 
come to understand it the hon. gentleman would 
be the first to turn round and say, "vVe never 
meant it.'' The hon. gentleman had tried to 
frighten the sugar-planters by telling them that 
if they did not help to pass the Bill, or if they 
pnt any impediment in the way of its passing-, 
then the blame would be on their own heads, 
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He (Hon. Sir T. l\Icllwraith) thought the Bill 
was one of the worst measures that could be 
passed by the Committee. If there was the 
slightest chance of putting it in force-he be
lieved that shoulcl it P'"" an attempt would 
be marle to put it into operation-it woulcl be 
so disastrous to the colony that the pe0ple would 
rise up against the Government, and the hon. 
gentleman would not find himself in the place 
~hat he was in now. Looking at the Bill in the 
m~erest '!f the whole colony, mHl not from the 
pomt of v1ew of the sugftr-planters, he repudiated 
it af.: nne of the worst 1neasnres the Govennnent 
could try to force upon the country. 

The PREMIER «aid the hon. gentleman had 
put his views very plainly before the House, and 
through Hansanl before the country, and he did 
himself an injustice when he thought he had 
not c)one so. He had put them very plainly in his 
prevwus speecher<, and had been answered quite 
as plainly from that side of the House. On enry 
occasion on which he had repeater! them he harl 
been answered, and he (the Premier) did not 
think it neceRRary again to reiterate the 
answer that had been given to his argu
ment. The Uovernment were <juite pre
parerl for the consequences of the Bill-for the 
calamity that it was saict woulcl overtake them. 
The hon. gentleman contended that the country 
would be so indignant with the Government for 
introducing labourers into the colony that it 
would fly to hon. members opposite, and invite 
them to bring· in as many coolies as they could 
get. He did not think so, but they would see 
who ;,·as right. He could not, of course, he quite 
certam that he was right ; but he thought so, 
and no doubt the hon. g·entleman also thought 
he was right. He woulrl tal<e adntntage of 
that occasion to again call the attention of the 
hon. gentleman t,, his own inconsistencies. 
He said he disttpproved of this Bill, but ap
proved of the indenture system under the 
Act of 1882, on the ground that there might 
he special industries requiring special labour, 
that there were n"t amongst the passengers 
sent out by the Agent-General a sufficient 
number to enable them to carry on those par
ticular industries, ancl that it was, therefore, 
quite bir that those persons should have a voice 
in the selection of immigrants, so that there 
should he a sufficient nu m her of the class they 
required. That was exactly the argument used 
by the Government in support of the Bill. 
They recognised the fact that agriculture 
was an industry, a very important industry 
in the colony, that it requirec1. special labour, 
competent labour, and that it happened-not 
accidentally, but continually-that amongst the 
passengers sent out there was not a sufficient 
number of compctentagriculturallabourers. The 
reasons urged by the hon. gentleman in favour 
of indented labour for other occupations justified 
that system being applied to agriculture, because 
agriculture was a very important inrlu;;try. 
Indeed he Wfts disposed to think that it was 
worthy of even more encouragemept than any 
other industry, for there was more room for it, 
and its spre"d would do more good than the 
spread of any other industry that could he 
named. 

Clau•e put and passed. 
On clause 4, as follows :-

u Every agreement for the employment. of a labourer 
or servant made under the provisions of the thirteenth 
section of the principal Act shall con tHin a stipulation 
that the employer shall provide sufiicirnt and. proper 
accommodation for snch labourer or servant and his 
family during the term of the agreement." 

Mr. BLACK said he wished to point out that 
the Premier had stated that one of the chief 
reasons why the Bill should he passed was that 
it provided for married couples and children 

being introduced under the indenture clause 
whi~h the Act of 1882 diLl not. But it wa,s just 
as well that the country shonld understand 
finally that the Bill w''" introduced to provide 
labour which was to take the place of the Poly
ne,qiansnowengage(lin tropical agriculture. \Vhen 
they looked at the provisions of the rneasnre, 
they found that every employer of labour, not 
merely in the tropical parts of the colony, was 
invited to go to the cheapest markets of Great 
Britain or· Enrope and get the very chettpest 
labour he could for tl1e inclustry in which he w>ts 
engaged. He wished to point out that it was 
not very likely that the phwter who required a 
very large ll.mount of labour to do his work wa'l 
going to saddle himself with a large number of 
women and children on his estate. He con. 
sidererl that it would be the height of cruelty, 
holding the views he rlid on the subject, and know
ing how unfit the northern tropical lands of the 
colony were for European labourers of nny sort 
to do 'the hard work which had hitherto been clone 
by coloured men-it would be an act of the grossest 
inhumanity to introduce a number of women 
and chil<lren to take the place of coloured labour. 
He supposed that was his final protest on the 
mtttter, and he wished to draw attention to the 
fact that, though a great deal had beensftic!about 
indented agricnltmal labourers, there was no
thing whatever in the Bill about them. Tho 
agricultural labourer was not once referred to in 
the Bill. It simply allowed every employer, 011 
the measure becoming law, to go to the cheapest 
labour market in any part of the world, with 
the exception of Asia, and bring out the V!ll'Y 
cheapest available class of labour he could get ; 
and it was to be brought out at the expense of 
the country. The Bill was simply to provide 
cheap :European labour. 

Mr. KELLETT •aid that all he coulcl say 
was that the Bill was an experiment about to 
he tried. It had been fairly stated, and it was 
well known to the country that the majority 
of the constituencies were entirely against 
coolies being brought to Queensland. That 
having been distinctly decided at the general 
election-as was acknowledged by the leader of 
the Opposition-the Premier wished to try the 
experiinent of bringing out sorne other clasR of 
lahonr. It had been said on the other side that 
the sugar industry was harasser! in every possible 
way ; but instead of hamsHing the planters, the 
Government tr·ied to assist them in the hest 
way they could, and he ll'>ts inclined to believe 
that the experiment wonld work satisfactorily. 
Exceptivn was taken to the Bill just now by the 
leader of the Opposition, on the ground that htl 
dirlnot believe in paying for bringing out immi
grants for a certain industry. He (Mr. Kellett) 
remembered that the hon. gentleman's great 
Transcontinental Bill provided for the payment 
of half the passage n1onP.y of navvies, who wel'e 
1nen engaged in a pn.rticnlar class of labour. 
Part of that scheme was to provide cheap white 
labour to assist the contractors who were to take 
the con,truction of the railwrw in hand. 'l'he 
first time he heard the qut',tioi1 of cheap white 
labour was at a meeting held in the Chamber of 
Commerce when the Transcontinental Bill was 
being discussed. At the meeting, Mr. Kimher, a 
friend of the leader of the Opposition, who was 
agent for the syndicate, tolcl the people thftt
and it appeared in the public Pre.ss-that the 
wages in the colony were too high, and that they 
would have to import cheap lftbour to build the 
railway. That was the first time he heard of 
cheftp white ·labour. The other side were now 
trying to make capital ont of that cry ; they 
said the Government were trying to flood the 
country with cheap labour, and that the result 
would be to reduce the wages paid in the colony. 
But the constituencies knew all about that ; anrl 
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if forty 1uore ~peeche,.; were made on the subject 
they were rwt likely to be talked m·er. They 
knew verv well that if .sonte .schmne waR not brouuht 
in to as.-;{8t the Hugar-planters the industry 111~1st 
fr" to the wall; an,! the talk indulged in by mem
bers on the other side was simply waste of time. 
They kuew very well that, the uioment the other 
side changed l'l:tces and occupied the l'dinisterial 
benches, one of their first measures would be a 
new Coolie Bill, and that "·as why they returned 
snch a clecirl<:d majority to J~revent the passing 
of such a Bul for a long tnue to cotne. He 
believed the present Bill would be a very n,.;eful 
one. Tt distinctly st><ted tlmt men could be in
dented from the United Kingdom as well as 
from other countries ; it only went a little fnr
ther than previonR leg·irdatinn on the smne 
Huhject by reducing the cost of paRMage to -£1, 
and allowiug the wives and children of indeuted 
la.bouren; t·J cmne ont, T·:hieh, he believed, 'va:-:; 
:t good addition. He was s>ttisfied tlmt far more 
people would be indented from the cnited Kir.g
rlom than from the Continent. A few German 
employers might indent for their own country
men, but the majority would certainly send tu 
England, Ireland, or Scotland for their labourers. 
The 1nea~nre was a Htep in the right direetion; 
it was trying to do away with the necessity, said 
on the other side to exist, fur employing coolies 
on su~ar plantati(mH. ~,.\.s long as he rr.nutined 
a member of the House, he should raise his 
voice decidedly a;;·ainst the introduction of 
coolies, and he belie,·ed that the constituencies 
were so thoroughly opt osecl to them, as a bo(ly, 
that they would not allow coolies to be brou,ht 
into Queensland at all. " 

Mr. GRI::VII<:;S said the hon. member for 
::Vbckay had discovered that there was nothin" 
"'id in the Bill about agricultural labourers~ 
He (:VIr. Grimes) had rcctd the Bill carefully 
through, and had failed to discover in it anything 
about cheap labour. 

:VIr. STEVE:NSOK: What dues the Bill mean, 
then? 

Mr. BLACK said he was quite prermred to 
accevt the challenge of the hon. member (lYir. 
Kellett), and leave the question to the decision 
of the constituencies at some future time. He 
had not the least hesitation in saying that the 
time was not far distant when the electomtes 
would decide that coloured labour under strict 
regulations was far better than cheap white labour 
without any regnlations at all-cheap white 
labour that was going- to be brought nut at the 
expense of the working men, and which was to 
take away their one inducement for coming to 
the colony-namely, to get the highest ruling rate 
af wages, which had always been a high one. 
!f the Bill had been intro:J.nced by the Opposition, 
It would have been con"1dered one of the most 
scanda~ous meaHures ever brought in by capitalists 
for thmr own benefit. If the Bill was to do any 
good at all, it would be for the special benefit of 
the capitalists. Looking round the Committee 
he could see that there were more employers of 
labour on the Opposition side-more gentlemen 
who had spent thousands and thousands in 
dC\·eloping the colony and finding employment 
for working men at a high rate of wages-·than 
on the Ministerial side. It was those h,m, mem
bers who profes_sed to represent the working men 
who were forcmg upon Queensland the most 
suicidal labom policy that had ever been intro
duced into any of the Australian Colonies. 

JI.Ir . .YI:OREHEAD asked when they were to 
expect the amendments of the hon. member (JI.Ir. 
.Tonlnn)? \V ere the~- to die stillborn, or were 
they to cmne after the clan~e now 1l1Hler LliRcns~ 
~ion·: 

)Ir. JOHDA:::\: .\.f\~r this clause. 

C.[r. 1\IOREHEAD: Then we shall hare a 
very pleasant e\·ening. 

Cl a use 4 put and passed. 
Mr. ,JOUDAN said that, as the hour was now 

late, he was afraid he should not be able to in
dulge the hon. member for Balonne by going 
into the a.mendments that had been printed. 
Pe1·haps the best thing to do would be to move 
the adjournment of the debate. 

'The PHEMIER: Move the ht clause. 
The Hox. Sm T. ~IciLWHAITH: Does ihe 

h,m. gentleman think for a moment that we are 
going to accept the amendments ? If there iS 
going to be any discu::;..,ion on the n1atter, a,djourn. 
If they are to be withdrawn, let it be done at 
once. 

The PRK'viU;R: I snggest that the 1st chtuse 
should be put, ;end then I >vill move the Chairman 
out uf the ch<cir. 

The HoN. tllll T. MciLWRAITH: Does the 
hon. gentlmuan conRider thiK obstruction'? 

The PRKvlll<a't: Ko. 
The HoN. SIR T. MdL WRAITH : It is the 

closest approach to obstruction we have seen 
this eveuing. The only rete! obstruction hitherto 
has been from the h,m, member for :Marybr>rough, 
and now comes the hon. member for South 
Brisbane. Can he tell us how loug he is likely 
to keep us going'? It is needless .for hon. nw1n

. hers to talk about obstruction on this side when 
they do not know how to manage the business 
of their own side. 

Mr. 1\lOREHEAD: I am sorry--
The PREMIER : There is nu motion before 

the Committee. 
lYir. :NIOREHEAD : Then I will move the 

Chairman out of the chair. 
The PREMIER : Of course that can be done. 
1\{r. MOREHEAD said he did not propose to 

do that unless he was compelled. Unless the 
Governmtnt intended to support the amend
ments of the hon. member for South Brisbane, 
why did they fool him on? If they intended to 
oppose them they had strength enough to throw 
them out. It would be far better for the Pre
mier to tell the Committee at once what he in
tended to do. It was the Premier who was now 
the obstructionist, and not the Opposition. 

Mr .. JORDAK moved that the following new 
clause he the 5th clause of the Bill:-

'rhe Agent-General shall issue to each verson approved 
by hin1, who has not previously resided in anJ of the 
Australasian Colonies, and who emigrates fron1 l>nope 
direct to Queensland, paying the full cost of passage of 
himself or any othN' person being a member of his 
family and approved by the ~t._~ent-General, a land-order 
warrant in the form of Schedule G hereLo. 

A connterpart of 8\'cry warrant so issued, iudorsed 
by the person to whom it is issued, shall be forwarded 
by the Agent-General to the 2\iinister. 

For the purposes of this section, the cerm '' membPr 
of his family" shall include a wife, child, graudc'hild, 
rather, m·lther, brother, brother's wife, sister, sister's 
husband, wife's l'iister, and wife's brother. 

Mr. 1\IOREH:EAD said he thought the la.tter 
portion of the clause re(!uirecl a little explana
tion. It had been suggested to him that the 
term " cousin-german" might be introduced. 
That was a borrowed joke; but it was a very 
good one. The cl>tuse reminded him of the 
"sistm·s, and the cousins, and the aunts "in the 
comic opera. "Pina.fore," but as there \Va.B none of 
the comic elentent about the hon. member for 
South Brisbane he could not have taken it from 
that : a sei·vice of song, such as the "Oiled 
Feather," was more in his line. However. he 
thought they ought to h'we some explana,tinn 
from the hem. member as to the neceosity fol· the 
clauoe, 
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The PHE::VIIER sn,id he understo()(l thn,t the 
lwn. member for South Brisbane wished to give 
hit~ rectt\Olls at length for introducing the clau.-;e ; 
and as it was mther late to begin now, he woulrl 
move that the Chairman report progress and ask 
let~JYe to sit again. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAI'l'H said the 
hon. gentleman had not pr·omised to exphtin 
wlmt stanrl the Government would take with 
re:;ard to the clause. Had "snch a course been 
t:tken by the Oppo,;ition, the hem. g·ent.lenmn 
would have s'dd that the Opposition were 
olmtrncting hourM ago. The hon. rnernber for 
South Brislmne was doirw exactly what the 
Premier did when he (Sir. T. Mciiwmith) tried 
to pass an ImmigTation Bill in 18H2. He bronght 
forwttrcl the s>1lue clauses; they were the same 
length, the same number, and he believed they 
were exactly the same clauses as the hon. mem
ber for South Brisbane bad brought forward 
now. The hrm. gentleman did not really show 
any aptitude for getting through the Govern
ment business. 

The PREMIER said he was very much 
obliged to the hon. gentlerhan for saying he had 
no aptitude for conducting the Government 
business ; but he did not intend to take any 
lessons from the hon. gentleman on that point. 
He thought it woulel Le courteous to allow the 
hon. member for South Brisbane to give his 
reasons before the Government expressed their 
opinion on the clauses. 

Mr. MOI'tEHEAD said that wn,s really a very 
extraordinary statement. The latest proposed 
amendment was dated the 23th Aug-ust, and 
now it was the !Jth September. Between 
those two dates could not the Government 
hn,ve arrived a.t smne opinon with regard to 
those amendments, which were very important. 
He thought it was the duty of the Govern
ment to state what their intentions were-whether 
they intended to oppose or support the clause. 
There wae no doubt that the hem. member for 
South Brisbane was terribly in earnest in the 
canse of hnn1igration ; he had taken great 
interest in it, and whether he was right or wrong 
he had taken an honest and patriotic view of the 
question. He (;\fr. J\Iorehead} thought, therefore, 
it would be scant courtesy to the hon. gentleman 
ifthe Premier did not tell the Committee what the 
intentions of the Government were. The amend
ruents were lucid enough; they did not require 
any reconsideration, and there was no halting in 
the matter on the part of the hon. member for 
Sonth Brisbane ; he had given the country his 
policy at any rate. '\Vhy did not the Govern
ment do the same? It was no use their H,ttempt
ing to obstruct busine&s in that way just becanse 
they were afraid to say whether they agreed or 
differed with a gentleman who generally voted 
with them on divisions. 

Mr. I<'OOTE said he had no doubt the amend
me~Jts brought by the hon. member for South 
Brisbane were good in themselves; and he thought 
that the Government ought to state what course 
they intended to take with regard to them. If 
that were known, it might save the hon. member 
the trouble of making a speech. He (Mr. Foote) 
should like to see the Bill finished that night. 
He could assure the Committee that the hem. 
member for South Brisbane would not have his 
support for the amendments ; and from com
munications he had had from other members on 
that side, he was inclined to think the hon. 
member would not get their support either. He 
was sorry that the further consideration of the 
Hill was likely to be postvoned on account of the 
amendments; because they were too long to 
introduce into a Bill like that, which was very 
simple in itself. He had a perfect horror of 

land-orders. Years ago he bad an opportunity 
of seeing bow they were abused ; and he knew 
that they had failed. 

Mr. MOHEHEAD said, that after what had 
fallen from one of the most substtmtial sup
porters of the Government, he hoped the Premier 
would reconsider the Bill. He was sure the hon. 
gentleman was only too anxious to go on with the 
business, and he thought that between then and 
1.1 o'clock-by which time the hem. rnembe1·s for 
Ipswich were always so punctual in their almence 
---the Bill could l1e finished. If the hoJJ. 
member fm South Brisbane would content him-

. self with speaking briefly, the Bill could l1c 
pu]i:;hed off in ctbout ten minutes. 

1\lr. JOHD"\.X said he might '" well :;ay 
w];a,t he had to stty. The object of the clause 
was that £30 laud-order:; should he g-iYen tu 
those 'vho paid their own pn.s~age:; in full, and 
£20 orders tu thuse indentured passengers who 
st<tyed their full time with their employers. 
The first of these proposals was submitted 
by the present Premier in 1882 ; but there 
wns no intention now of introducing the 
old transferable land-mder system. The 
hon. member for Bundanba had expressed 
his disapproval of lanrl-orders; but those were 
transferable, and it was well known that 
they were veryrnuch abused. He was glnd thehon. 
member had expressed such an opinion, because 
it gave him (::Yir. Jordan) an opportunity of 
showing how, under the system proposed in ths 
clauses before the Committee, there could be no 
abuse of the system. The old system was 
abused because the agricultural reserves 
under the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 
18(i0 were worthless fur agricultuml purposes. 
During the first year that land-order system was 
in operation, betwee11 ?5,000 and G,OOO lJer~ons 
paid their own passages and came to this c;olo'!Y· 
That was a fact which could not be gamsard. 
The greater nun1ber of those pen;ons were bonti 
fide farmers, bringing capital with them, and 
intending to settle on the land ; but the agri
cultural re,erves set apart for their use were 
utterly worthless. The consequence was that, 
instead of occupying the land with their 
land-m·ders, as they intended to do, they 
sold their orders. The market Wits glutted 
with them, and they were bought up by 
speculators and large landed proprietors to add 
to their vast esbte" at a mere nominal price. 
He did not think the land-order system pro
pooed in these clauses could be abused in that 
way, became the sy,tem would be entirely 
different. The land-orders would simply be a 
remission of rent to the persons named in the 
land-order warrant issued by the Agent-General 
in London to tho•e who paid their own passages 
to the colony. Their object was simply this 
-that they wished to introduce, capital into 
the colony, and to bring a large number 
of persons from Great Britain- for tho>Je 
were the people who would take advantage of 
this system. Very few people would come 
from Germany or the other countries of Europe 
which had been named ; they would be their own 
countrymen who would pay their passag·es in full. 
It was said that under the new Land Bill, which 
he supposed would become law before very long, 
they could get a very large number of persons 
to settle on the land-natives of the colony, or 
persons Hlready settled here-but when they 
came to consider that the Land Bill threw 
open something like 100,000,000 acres for close 
settlement, it was almost absnrd to talk about 
hundreds. It. was said that thousands wonld 
come from the other colonies to settle on 
the land, but he thought that was very 
doubtful, because in Kew South \Vales, South 
Australia, and X ew Zealand, they were passing 
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LanJ Bills which, in some respects, would he 
uwre attractive fron1 their O\VIl point of view 
than our own. Bnt there were hundreds of 
thousands of peL>ple in Engl11ud, Ireland, and 
Scotland who were intendiug· i1n1nigrant'A, -....vniting 
to go somewhere, and \vho intended to go to the 
"Cnited States of Americ11. The IL<perial innni
gration returns to the end of Jnne, 1884, had 
jnst been published; they showed that immigra
tion was going on fl'mn Great Britain a,t the rate 
of 331,000 a year, and nnt of that, 224,000 were 
goiug to the United States. L,,st year the 
hun1igration wa,s nnlCh larger, and fot· the la~t 
four or five years there had been a perfect 
exodus uf the far1uing- clas:-; fron1 our own 
country, a large proportion of thmn going to 
America. He had a letter in his hand fronr Sir 
Charles Nicholson, who, hon. members would re
member, was the President of the first Legislative 
Council, and took a great interest in the affair:; 
of the colony. He had taken a great interest in 
the question of immigration, and during the 
time that the land-order system was in opera
tion he did a great deal to assist in making it a 
success. He wrote as follows :~ 

u Farmers iind themselves un~ble to cowpete with 
American growers of \V heat and da;iry proflnce, and are 
abandoning their farms in evrry direction. A friend of 
mine, J'Ir. ·r. Kcmbl~·, formerly ~hcritf of Essex. tell.-.; me 
that first-class land within tbii·ty miles of r.ondon, and 
which for the last quarter of a ceutury was let at the low 
rent of 25s. an aerc, has been thrown upon his hands, 
the highest offer he could obtain fro1n an ineoming 
tenant being 125. an acre. Another gentleman, :l\Ir. 
A bel Smith, one of the largest landholrlers of Herts, 
ha.s sixteen farms on his hands, and is, I am informed, 
unable to 1ind tenants at any rent. You ha Ye the same 
story in every din~ction--fariners giving up farms which 
they and t.lleir families have occupied for centuries. 
There will be a large exodus of some of the best typef' of 
English yeomen to be found in Britain. Great numbers, 
I hear, are prepaiing to start for 1\"cw Zealand, but I hear 
of none going to the Australian colonies." 
Now, he thought that was very much to be 
lamented. Here was a perfect exodus of farmers 
paying their oNn pasi'3ages-persons of capital, 
persons of energy and enterprise and farming 
experience~going away to constitute the wealth 
and power of a foreign nation. They had the 
Land Bill throwing open 100,000,000 or200,000,000 
acres of land for agricultural and grazing farms, 
and it would be the easie~;t thing in the world to 
attract those people to this colony. This was 
the nick of time, and they had an opportnnity 
now whieh, he believed, would never occur again. 
A Land Bill might be as good as ever they could 
make it ; it might be as attractive as was free 
selection before survey in New South Wales 
twenty years ago, in 18G1, under Sir John 
Robertson's Bill : it might be as attractive as our 
own Land Act of 1868, which offered a freehold 
of 10,000 acres at 5s. an acre with ten years to 
]Jay it in; but though that Act of 18o8 was ex
pected to attract hundreds of thousand:; of people 
it had been unsucce.<sful from Great Britain~ 
it had not done so. The New South \Vales Act, 
containing the principle of free selection before 
survey~ introduced by Sir ,John Hobertson 
with the avowed object of attracting people 
from the other side of the globe with capital 
and farming experience-- was utterly unsuc
cessful, in spite of the fact that the most ex
traordinary means were made use of to develop 
that system, and to make it known through
out the length and breadth of Great Britain. 
Two gentlemen~the ablPst men be supposed the 
colonies at that time could produce~perhaps two 
of the ablest men these colonies had eYer produced 
as effective public speaker:;~J\;Ir. Parkes, now 
Sir Henry Parkes, and J\;Ir. Dalley, were sent 
home as immigration commissioners. They had 
£1,:!00 a year each, and w1·te blanche as to ex
penses, and those two gentlemen lectured through
out the length and breadth of Great Britain, for 

a year or n:wre, visiting all the centl'es of ropu· 
:..uHl proclaiming free i'3election before .:;;urYey, 
and the power which it gave to every farn1er 
who chose to cmue out, paying his owu pa~sage, 
to g" through the length· and hreadth of New 
South \V ale:;, 'electing the choicest spots in the 
colony ; any 'vater frontag"", any Ueautiful spot 
in any of the great runs throughout that colony. 
\V ell, multitudes heard those addresses on im
migration, but they did not send out one 
single ~hipload. Their rni~:-:ion was entirely 
nn~ncce::<Pful ; and yet, at the Hanw tilne, the 
(~ueen:'llu,nd bud-order :-;y:-;teul of i1nndgru.tion 
was :-;ucce::;:;ful, although there was only one 
persPu employed, an<l he wa:; tied down 
by all kimls of restrictive regulations, and 
limited to a maximum expenditure of £200 
a year. During the first year, between 
five and .six thonHc.lnd persons earn@ into this 
colony, paying their own 1Jassages in full. He 
had said enough to enlighten the hon. mem
ber for Balonne as to the intention of the 
clause, and as to the idea which he had that 
they must have some S]Jecial attraction if they 
wished to bring capital into the colony, and 
a large number of the fanning claos from 
Great Britain. A strong objection had been 
raised by the opposite side to the Bill, be
cam;e it was as,erted that the intention was 
to flood the colony with German labour, or 
with low-class labour from Norway or Sweden. 
He did not think that would be low-class 
labour, from his point of view ; nor was it 
intended to bring low-class innnigrants into 
the colony. He had never said a word about 
low-class labour for the sugar-planters. \Vhat 
he did say, some time ago, before he had the 
honour of a seat in that House, was that 
he thou'ght they could get a large number of 
agricultural labourers at 15s. a week with the 
audition of their rations. He did not believe 
tlrat the Government had any intention of bring
ing low-class labour into the colony. He believed 
that they would get such- a large and regular 
sup]Jly of well selected labourers from (ireat 
Britain, even if they did not go to Germany at 
al!--

Mr. 1\TOREHEAD called attention to the 
state of the Committee. 

Quorum formed. 
l\Ir. JORDAN saicl the hon. member for J\Inl

gra ve introduced, some ti1ne ago, a sche1ne for 
bringing capital into the culony and settling 
people upon the land. That scheme was a grand 
scheme in its way. It was a scheme for building 
railways by companies, at the expense of those 
cm11panies, and without a ~billing in money 
being paid by the colony towards their cost; 
but at the cost of the wholesale alienation of the 
public estate. Eleven million acres were to be 
given to one company for building one great line 
of railway to be the great artery of the system, 
and from which branch lines were to be built in 
every direction on the same principle; the rail. 
ways, when constructed, to belong to the company 
and not to the colony. That scheme for intro
ducing capital and settling the land was 
rejected by the country, and he thought it 
was was wisely rejected, because it would have 
brought into existence a great overshadowing 
power that would have been dangerou8 to 
the most important interests of the State. It 
would have led to the aggregation of large estate~ 
i11 a most objectionable form. 'The present 
Premier propounded a bCheme very much more 
popular than that was, and it was well received 
by the pnblic generally. It was a scheme of im
migration calculated to bring employers and 
labourers into the colony~labour and capital. 
They might very often go for their politics into the 
street,; like t.he celebrated painter Apelle,<, who 
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used to hi <le himself behind hie own pietur, ~ 
in order tlla,t he rnight hear the conimcnt~ 
nmde upon them by people paooing iu the otreet. 
He happe11ed to be pat;sing over the river in ono 
of the ferry boats the other day, ami there were 
two working men in the boat with him. One of 
them was an intelligent man, and a fir1e type of 
his cl:ms, who had come out in one of the ~hip;; 
he (.i\1 r. Jordan) had sent out more than t"·enty 
years ago. Speaking of in11nigratlon, he ~a.id 
that they onght not to bring a very large uu1nber 
of labourers into the colony unless they had 
:-~on1e such HyRtem as existed a gre<1t n1any 
years ago wben he carne out, and when a, 
htrge ntnuber of e1nployers of labour were 
con1iug out a~ well as the labourerR the1nsel\ es. 
Much amusement had been indulged in at the 
expense of the Premier, because in one of his 
electioneering· addresses ttt the Town Hall he 
;;aid that thi;; colony could ab,;ot-h 40.000 immi
gmnts a yetw. H was attempted to pour ridicule 
upon thttt sttttement; but those who ctttelllptetl 
to do so had not the candour to ]Joint out 
that the Premier did not talk about 40,000 
"labourers." The Premier di;;tinctly pninted 
out that a large nurnber would come out under 
such clauses as he had proJll"ed in 1882-
claw;es almost identical with these now being dis
cussed. It was the hon. gentleman's idea thttt a 
largenun1lJerof mnployen;, ttnd a considerable lll'O

portion of labourers along with thelll, should 
be broug-ht out. If they could attl'act a Yery 
considerable nmnberof those people who were now 
going to the G nited States of ... 1\.rnerica, ber<1,u:;e 
they could g-et the land there for n.Jthing
nnd they knew they could, bemmse they had got 
between 5,000 ancl G,OOO under the sy,;tern twenty 
years ago, then during the first year, of 18G2-
40,000 immigrants on the system the Premier 
proposed would not be too nmny. They had 
got 34,000 immigrants htst year, if they could 
trust the returns of the Hegit>trar-Ueneral; 
and they were all labourers. That was the 
policy of the late Goverurnent-an intn1igration 
exclusively of labourers. They g-ot a middle 
class-a f:trming class-introduced by the lam! 
order system; hnt the Conservative policy was to 
bring out only the labouring class. The policy of 
the Premier was to bring out employers and 
labourers together; if 40,000 we•·e lmmgbt out 
under the oystem to which he referred, aiHl 
came in the, proportion they did twenty years ago, 
1(),000 wonld pay their own passages in full, tmrl 
1(),000 wouhl have their ]'assages paid, ttn<l there 
would be 8,000 assisterl. That would have been 
the exact proportion in the way in which the 
immigrants had come out from 1i:iU1 to 1Sufi, a1Hl 
that was in spite of the fact that the agricultural 
reserves proclaimed were worthless, and that 
vexations restrictions were constantly sent home 
to the Agent-General. In spite of that, 12,000 
paid their passages in full, and brought 
into the colony a million of money. Now, if 
those 40,000 people already spoken of came out 
in one year, and brought capital to the colony in 
the same j'roportion in which it was brought 
between t Je years 1861 aiHl 18(i3, they would 
bring £30,000 in each ship. That was esti
mated to be about the amount brought by 
each of the vessels that came out during
the first three years uuder the land-order 
system ; but that was not maintained, because 
the agricnltural reserve;; were worthless. The 
bulk of the people who came out were English 
farmers, who, when they found the bnd wa;; 
worthless, abandoned it, and sold their laml
orders. If these reRerves hml been selected, 
''" the land would he under this Bill, matters 
would have been Yery rlifferent. At that time 
there W>tS JlO "'Jch system a;; that fll.O}J<JHed 
t.o be enacted, or anythin,; like it ; there we1·e. no 
grazing or agricultural urcas ;uch as they slwuld 

have. If thcv ltad b:vl those inducementF, the 
'"·cra;£e of ~30,000 hy each iihip would ha•·e 
been fnlly maintained, nntl exceeded. F nder the 
fonner sy~:;! mu the tin.;t ships, it Wai:i er:;thnated, 
brought £30,000 each on the average; ninety
three cttnle in all, bri11ging in 3(5,000 flCI't-;01113; 
and if they receind 40,000 in1migrants in the 
yeitr. a.1:1 ~nggef-5te<1 by the Prmnier, it would 
reqniJ·e 103 ships to bring those peo]Jle out; and 
if each Ehiv umintained the a\·erage of £30,000 
they wonlcl have the immense mnount of 
.E:>,O(IO,OOO c<Jming· into the country annually, 
Tlmt nwney would he in the vockets of English 
fanuer:-;-not Gt•t·nlalll:l a.ncl not Scandiua,vians, 
lmt onr own couutrymeu, l:-mch as the hon. 
n1e1uber for lfa,.l'5ifern would :il\.e to see here. He 
(.;\It·. ~T ordau) '"at; an 1':t1gli~hn1an, and uwst 
tlwronghly belie' eel in them. He believed in 
.1_\._n:-;trn.lians too, e.specially .'I-nch ;-:.pecin1en8 a~ 
they had before them in the l>Brson of tbe hon. 
n1elnber for Ba,lonne. lie wa:-; a gTeat believer 
in Englishmen and au admirer of their pluck, 
energy, and indonlitable per:::;everance; we 'vanted 
them and their nwney. 'They had no adequate 
scherlle at present in the new Land Bill f01· induc· 
ing people to cmne here, but once pa::;s into la\v 
the lJl'UlJO~ed scherne of inunigr:::Ltiou in connection 
with tbil:l sy~Stein for creating grazi11g and agricul
tural areas and there would be larf(e and rapid 
clema nd,; from the 'ery best and most desirable 
cla,;o of men in (;reat Britr1in. \Vould anyone 
deny t bat if four ships a month came out with 
£30,000 in the p<Jckets of the people, that everyone 
in the c(1lony woulL1not derive cL great advantage? 
They would all feel the ad vantage of such a system, 
It lmcl been objected that it would be unfair to 
tho"e already in the colony to gi">'e land-orders to 
tho,;e who came from the other side of the f(lobe, 
but he would only point out in reply th>ct tho-;e 
who re:-;ided i11 the colony rnight get their 
land. at 1 ~d. o1· 3d. ten acre, and he would like 
to know what more they wanted than that? 
The surplus population on the other side of the 
globe had bePu saving their money for yem's to 
go to the U niterl State;;, but they wanted tho;;e 
P"ople here with their money, and they offered 
them £30 worth of land-orders. That would 
do no harm. If they could get the colony 
peopled in a short space of time, e~ml get with the 
people who came here £3,000,000 annually, he did 
not think such a, system woultl injure the colony 
vei-y much. He was not going to keep the Com
mittee Yery nmch longer, lmt he would have another 
opportunity of speaki11g on the q_ue")tion, and he 
would then b~ able to read to the House the 
opinion of the Premier upon the improbability
he nJig-ht almost say im]>Ossibility-of the land
order system 1Jeing a.buFed. 'l'hey called it the 
land-order systc1u, although it \Vas different to 
the old system ; but he adhered to the old \rords 
because their rneaning was well known,. and 
understood hy a great number of persons in Great 
Britain. That system wa;; sttid to have been the 
rnof-;t extraordinary success ever known, and, for 
th&t additional reason, he adhered to the old title. 
Thef-:.e orders were shnply a remission of rent in 
favour of those whose name was on the warrant 
issued by the Agent-General in Great Britain. 
He woi1ld not detain the Committee any 
further. 

(Luestion ]•Ut, 

The Hm;. Sm T. :MciL\YRAITH said he had 
been under the impression that the lwn. member 
for 8onth Brisbane w>cs to finish the debate, and 

, that the Bill would be gone through that night ; 
, hut insteacl of that it appearecl tlmt they were 

to have the hon. memher'ti lmrd-order system 
dangling over their heads for two or three 
nights. H c objected to the Chairman being 
moved out ,,f the chair, It w~ts siruply making 
a fool of business. 
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Que--tiou put and pas.-::ed., and the rusutnption 
of the Committee made an Order of the Jlay for 
to-uwrrow. 

. A1J.T01'HX"lEXT. 
The PH.K\IH:H, in moving the adjournment 

of the Honse, Kaid that the order of lmKineKS to
nwrrow wouhl be, firKt Supply, when the Colonial 
rl\·Dasurer wnul<l lnnke his Financial Sta,tmnent: 
and the bn::;ine..,;-; \V.ntld then follow in tltP s~nne 
order af<' ar!'ange1l fnr bHlay. 

The Hon:-;l' adjflnrned a,t l"ight Ittinut.e~ 1~a~t 
11 •/clock. 
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