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.AdJournment. [2 Ol!:PT.E!MHllR.] Questions, 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
2'tlesday, 2 September, 1884. 

Qucstions.-·Pormal Motions.-Snccession Act Declara
tory Bill-third reading.-Ilighfields Branch Rail
\Yay.-Bills of I~xchange Bill-committee.-Patents, 
Designs, and Trade Marks llill-conmlittee.-Jlealth 
IHll--seeond reading.-Immigration Act of 1882 
Amendment Bill-committee.-Adjonrnment. 

The SP:EAKER took the chair at half past 
3 o'clock 

Q"CESTIOXS. 
Mr. FOOTE aeked the :\Iinieter for \Vorks-
1. Arc the Blue }Ictal Quarries at Bundanha Sict n·; 

rc;o;erYcd for the pnrpo~f\ of t-.uprlying tbe GoY( ru 111Ut 
onJ:· with bHllast aur] <;tOllS t 
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2. Is the Corporation of Brisbane n1lowc<l to obtain 
metal or .stone ballast from ~aiel quarry? 

8. Have the saicl Corporation a right to tlispose of the 
ballast or stone so tal\en from the said quarry to con
tra.etor-5 or others t-if so, to whom? 

4. Is the crushing machine used at the said quarry for 
breaking metal the property of the Government? 

5. If so, do the Government intend to let the tgmrries 
with the crushing machine by tender ?~if so, when~ 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W. 
]\riles) replied-

1. Yes. 
2. Yes, under certain re')trictions. 
3. :Xo such right has been granted to the Corporation 

lJy the R.ail"way Department. 
4. Yes. 
5. Not at present. 
Mr. FRASER asked the JYiinisterfor \Vorb-
1. Is the Government in possession of any report, by 

Government Geologist Jack, on the Cloncurryi-' 
2. If so, have they any objection to lay the same on the 

table ol the House; 
The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied
The Government are not in i)ossession of any report 

on the Cloncnry by :\Ir. Jack. 

Mr. BAILEY asked the Minister for \Vorks
·what progress is being made "Tiith the survey of 

Railway I~xtension to open up the country west of 
:uaryborough in the \Yide Bay and Burnett Districts? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied-
Over forty miles of the Mnngar to Ga.yndah trial 

survey are completed, and the sm·yey }m.rty has recently 
been strengthened to complete the balance, which is 
estimated at about forty-five miles more. An alterwt
tive survey from Isis to Gayndah, abont sixty-five miles, 
'vill be proceeded with in a \veek or two, or as soon as the 
permanent snrYey from Jioward to Bundaberg is com
pleted. 

Mr. GOVETT >esked the Minister for \Vorks
\Vhen is it the intention of the Government to call for 

tender~ for the construction of the section of the Central 
line or Raihvay from Jericho to Barcaldinc 2 

The MIXIST:I'~R :FOR WORKS replied
The Chief Engineer has been inst rncted to prepare 

working plans and sections, and tender~ will be inYited 
as soon as the funds are voted and the plans, etc., suffi
ciently forward. 

Mr. B1JCKLA~D asked the Colonial Secre
ta,ry-

If the- Government intend, during the present Ression, 
to introduce a Bill for the erection of abattoirs, and for 
the better superYision and control of slanghter-yards 
and noxions trades in the vicinity of Brisbane or other 
large centres of population? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. S. W. 
Griffith) replied-

! do not expect that the Government will be able to 
introduce a measure dealing with the subject during 
the _present, session. 

FOEMAL MOTIONS. 
The following formal motions were agraed to:
By Mr. S:MYTH-
That there be laid upon the t:tble of the HouRe, the 

evidence taken at an inquiry held by the Chief Engineer 
(Mr. H. C_. Stanley) in the District I•;ngineer's office, 
l\Iaryborongh, on the 11th day o! :\larch, JSS2, in refer
ence to the competency of Mr. John Drysdale to act as 
inspector for the new wharves, l\faryborough. 

By Mr. FOXTON-
'rhat there be laid upon the table of the House, 

copies of all Correspondence and Papers relatiYe to the 
applieation by 2\Jr. A. R Jones for a license or lease of 
the run or block known as Gundare in the '\Varrego dis
trict. 

By the HoN . .J. M. MACROSSAN-
That there be laid on the table of the House. the 

Reports of the various RailwHy Surveys made from 
Herberton to the coast or from the coast to IIerberton. 

By Mr. CH1JBB-
That the House will at its next sitting resolve Hsel! 

into a Committee of the \Vhole to consider the follo\Ying 
resolutions:~ 

1. That it is tlef'ira.ble that a Bill he jntrodnccrl to 
amend the laws relating to jurors, allcl to ameud the 
Jury Act of l86i. 

2. That an Address be presented to the Governor, 
vra.ying that His Excellency will be pleased to reeom
melHl to the House the necessary appropriation for 
defraying the expenses likely to be caused by such IHll. 

S"GCCESSION ACT DECLARATORY 
BILL-THIRD R:I';ADING. 

On the motion of Mr. CH1JBB, this Bill was 
rem! a third time, passed, and ordered to be 
transmitted to the Legislative Council by 
Ines~mge in the usual forrn. 

HIGHFIELDS BRANCH RAILWAY. 
The MINISTER :FOE WORKS said : Mr. 

Speaker,-In rising to move the motion standing 
in my name, I may inform hrm. members that 
the proposed extension is 17 miles 68 chains from 
C:-,barlah to Grow's Nest, the total length of the 
line being about 29~ miles from the .Junction, :wd 
about 36!, miles from Toowoomba. I may men
tion to hon. members that on the present line 
only three trains run per week. The length of the 
first section is 11 miles 52 chains 47 links, and 
practic:tlly it reaches n0where. I believe one of 
the princip>el objects for which it was constructed 
was conveying timber, which it was expected 
would be the most reliable traffic upon it. But 
the line does not reach the smv-mills by a con
siderable distance, >end will not do so until it 
gets to Grow's Nest. There is, I think, a balance 
of £40,000 available for the second section. At 
present the line is a distinct loss, as there 
is not sufficient traffic for even three trains 
per week ; >end I think hon. members will 
agree with me that if it is to secure the timher 
tmde it should he extended. The mill-own8ls 
have informed me that they cannot engage 
carriers to carry timber to where the line h; 
completed; so that there is no timber tmffic at 
all on the line at present, and will not be until 
it is carried out to the extent I lmve indicated. 
I h>eve alre>edy stated that there is a balance of 
£40,000 available for the work; hut of course it 
will be necessary to make a further provision he
fore tenders can be called for. I may also men
tion to hon. members that the cost of construction 
will he between £3,000 n,nd £4,000 per mile. This 
line will he " much better one than the portion 
already constructed. There will be no gradient 
more than 1 in 50, and no curve sharper than 
five chains radius. I therefore move-

1. That the House approYes of the 11lnn, section, ani!. 
book of reference of the proposed extension of the 
Uighiields brHnch of the Southern and \Vestcrn Railway, 
from Cabarlah to Grow's Nest township, as laid on the 
table of the House, 21st August, 1884. 

2. That the plan, section, and book of reference be 
forwardecl to the JJcgislative Council for their approval, 
bY message in the usual form. 
-The HoN. Sm T. :YiciLWRAITH said: Mr. 

Speaker,-! think the Minister for \Vorks, in 
moving the adoption of plans and sections in 
this House, should have said something more 
th>en he has done ; in fact, he has told us abso
lutely nothing. If, instead of moving the adop
tion of plans and sections, he was now asking 
for the money, I am sure the money would not 
he voted. 1l'he only reason he has given for 
the proposed extension is that the line >et pre
sent does not pay ; that it was intended for 
timber traffic, 11nd until it reaches a certain 
point no timber will he carried on the line. 
That was not the re>eson for the construction 
of the line, hut because it runs through one of the 
hest agricultural districts on the Downs. And 
the extension can be justified in exactly the same 
w>ey-on br higher grounds than stated by the 
hon. gentleman. The reason given by the then 
:Minister for \Vorks was that the line would run 
through one of the best >egricultnral districts, and, 
what is more, that it was part of an alternatiYe 
line to Ipswich. The line can he defended on 
much b~tter ground5 tha11 those taken up by the 
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J\Iinister for IVork,;. I should like to know 
:;nmething about the pccrticnlar route the line 
will take, of which we h<cve hoard nothing at all. 
IV e !mow that at the la;;t g-eneral election there 
wccs a contention as to the best route, between 
the caudidr~tes for the di,.;trict, and I remember 
tluite v. ell the prominent part taken by the 
:l\Iinister for IVorks. Ther·e is no altenmtive 
lino shown on the plans, however, and I am 
utterly in the dark as to wlmt line is proposed 
by the Government. The J\linister has se~id 
ctbsolntely nothing about it, although the tjucs
tion wcts keenly contec;ted mul the personal 
honour of son1e ::\linidters huplicated. No 
infor1nation has been given as to wbich of 
the lines the Mini,;ter h<es adopted. I have 
to object to the matter being brought for
ward a,t all to-chty. I c'o not see the Colonial 
;:)ecretary in his pbce; but there wa,; a cliotinct 
nnclerstancliug on rrhur.sday night tha,t the 
notice-paper \Vonld bo ~trr<.tnged in a certain W[LY ; 
and this nmtter was not nwntionecl then. I did 
not object when I saw the J\Iinister getting up, 
but I certa,inly hope thid is not going to be ::t 
precedent. If the Prmnier Inake.::> an a,rrange
ment with the Opposition that certe~in business 
shctll be carried on, he ought to ,;bnd by that 
arrangement. The Onlcrs of the Dcty are 
arranged as \Vere agreed upon on Thursday night 
-the He:.tlth Bill, the Defence Bill. e~nd the 
Innnigmtion "\et of lSS:l Amondme;1t Hill
any of those three. And here we come into a 
matter of contention, in which the l'IIinister has 
not deigned to give us a single word of infornm
tion. 

1\Ir. ALAXD se~id: :\h. Speaker,-In defence 
of this particular line of milway, on which the 
hem. member for Aubigny is perhaps better 
qualified to ><[>ee~k than rny~elf, I m:ty say this is 
one of those lines which is, to a certain extent, the 
extension of a line which has been already com
rnenced, and which goes novv as far as Cabarlah. 
The Minister for vVorks, in speaking of this matter, 
he~s ste~ted that up to the present time there 
has been little or no tmffic upon this line; and 
hy the mil way returns I find that is really the 
case. But I remember that when this line to 
Cabarle~h was advocated it was stated hy the 
then Minister for \Vorks that it was wh:tt 
might be considered to be ctn agricnltnral and 
timber line. I think tlmt those were pretty 
nearly the words. Of course by that we under
stand that this line would be a convenience to 
agriculturists, and ctlso be the means of con
venience and profit to the country and the 
timber merchants. Now, the :Minister for IVorks 
has alrectdy stated why, as yet, at all events, 
this line has not been of much service to the 
mill-owners. The mills are at a considerable 
distance from where the present terminus 
is, and it is well known that the more 
things like timber are lmndled the more ex
pensive they become-that the profit of timber, 
as well as coal and other things of that kind, 
will not stand numerous handlings. And it has 
been found that the timber can be taken in from 
the yards at the present time to Toowoomba, 
almost at a less cost than that for which it can 
be conveyed to the terminus, and then to Too
woomba by the line. As far as the agricultural 
state of the district is concerned, there has been 
really no agricultural produce to send in, but I 
make very little doubt that, even on that por
tion of the line which has been already con
structetl, in favoumble seasons a considerable 
r1uantity will be sent in, and there will be br 
more traffic on the line. However, when this 
line is continued to Grow's K est, I make no 
doubt whe~tever that it will be fairly 
pay<1ble. If I mist<ekc not, the neighbour
hood of Grow's X est is snrmunderl by good 
agricultural bnc!, which wili be taken nv 
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and u,;od for tlmt purpose. A bir amount 
of oottlement will therefore take place round 
<elxmt. Another thing, as the leader of the 
Opposition has mentioned, it will form part of 
an alternate line to Ipswich. This line, I believe, 
will go in that direction, and considerable traffic 
will then result. I hope no opposition will be 
shown to the motion. 

1\Ir. KOUTON said: ::\Ir. Speaker,-It is not 
very long since that the House was asked to 
ctppro,-e of the extension of the Southern line 
from Stanthorpe tt' the border. The Minister 
for IV orks when he umde that motion g:tve the 
House cc bout as much iuformation as he has done 
in regard tothi;; line to-d<ty. The only information 
he has given us to-dcty in addition to that which 
he ge~ve in regard to the Ste~nthorpe extension is 
the estimated cost ; but surely the House ought 
to know something more than that ! Does the 
hon. member himself know anything ctbout it? 
Can he give the infornmtion to the House, or can 
he not 't Surely the Minister cannot, as he did 
in proposing the Stanthorpe extension, say that 
the ccnmtry has been so long accustomed to 
the question, 'md know so much about it, 
that it is unnecessary to give any information 
to the House ! He cannot tell us that. 
'rhere are members in the House who know 
very little about the extension to Crow 's X est. 
I dare say most hon. gentlemen who were mem
ber,; of the late Pm-liament have some idea of 
what wa' sctid when it was proposed to vote the 
money for the line ; but a gree~t many me here 
who know nothing of what took place then. 
And even members of the old Parliament know 
nothing more thctn the ro'"sons given for the pro
pmeclliue when the money was voted. \Ve have 
not hem·d one word to-clay about gntdients, 
curves, or· ctny of those most important subjects. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: You are 
stating whrtt is not correct. I did mention those 
facts. 

Mr. NORTON: I apologise to the hon. mem
ber. The hon. member spoke in such a low tone 
of voice the~t I certainly did not hear him say 
anything about the gradients, nor did other hon. 
members on this side. vV e know that other 
surveys for this line have been made, and the 
hem. member did not tell us the reD sons that led 
to the selection of this particular one. I know 
that two plans were prepared, but which of the 
two has been selected, and why, nobody cctn tell. 
This is much on a par with what took place on the 
other occasion; we have certainly a little more in
formation, but it is very little. There is ct great 
difference between thewayplansareput before the 
Home now, and the way they were put before us 
by the late Minister for \Vorks, Mr. Macrossan. 
They seem now to be put before us merely as a 
me~tter of form, ctnd unaccompanied by any in
formation. I do not know what to say about these 
plans, bece~use I do not know which plans they 
are. I know that when I we~s in the vVorks 
Office the plans of two surveys were put before 
me, with a strong recommendation from the 
engineer in charge that one of them should be 
adopted. Whether this is the one I cannot say ; 
ctnd I cannot say more on the subject, because we 
have not the necessary information before us. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELLsaid: Mr. Spe:tker,-Ido 
not know that lean add anything to what has been 
said by the hon. member (Mr. Aland) with refer
ence to the traffic on this line. I have always 
been led to believe that the line proposed to be 
adopted was recommended very strongly by the 
engineer who surveyed it to the IVorks Depart
ment of the late Government ; ctnd I was 
always under the impression that t.hey accepte_d 
tlmt recommendation, and that It was then· 
intention, had they remained in power, to carry 
that recoimnendation into effect. 
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Mr. NOHTOK: We want the Minister to 
tell us which survey it is that we have before us. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL : As the line is at prc
,ent it is comparatively useless. \Vhen the 
timber-getters get their timber on the drays, 
they prefer to bring it all the way into Too
woomba by road, to unloading it and putting it 
on the trucks for a short portion of the journey. 
If the line is extended. no doubt the whole of 
that traffic will go by rail. Indeed, if extended 
to Crow's Nest, only a short time will elapse 
before there is a considerable trade in log 
timber between that place and the mills near 
Toowoomba, which will form a large increase 
to the traffic on the line. The work is a very 
desirable one, and there are many people in the 
locality and beyond it, who are looking forward 
to being able to send their produce by the line 
in time to come. If the line is extended as 
proposed, I have no doubt that it will become a 
reproductive work. 

Mr. FI~HGuSON said: Mr. S1Jeaker,-I do 
not g·et up with the intention of opposing this 
line. I see by the last report of the Commis
sioner for Hail ways that this line is going to 
he a very great loss to the colony. At the 
present ti1ne, as far as we can see, it is a 
loss of about £1,000 a year. The gross receipts 
taken upon the line during the first four months 
after it was opened were only £1\JO, while the 
expenses were £429, and no arguments have been 
urged, showing that it is ever likely t.o pay. \V hen 
we consider the loss on working eX} lenses, the 
wear and tear of rolling· stock. and the interest 
on the £30,000 expended on its construction, wg 
ought to have some guarantee that the country 
will have some return for its outlay. This is 
not the only branch line on the Southern and 
\Vestern lhilway that does not pay. There is 
the Fassifern line, and there are one or two 
<ithers, which I consi<ler a loss to the colony. 
There is, no doubt, force in the argument that 
lines of this kind should be constructed where 
there is a large population settled; but in this case, 
whatever the population may he, there cannot 
be 1nuch agriculture carried on, judging frmu 
the very small item of receipts under that par
ticular head of traffic on the line. I want the 
House to remember that there are scores of 
places in the colony-places largely populated
where lines are required-lines which will cer
tainly begin to pay as soon as they are con
structed ; and, as we seem prepared to pass a 
liue like this almost without a single word, 
I trust that when some of the other lines I ha\ e 
referred to come before the House they will be 
treated in a fair and impartial manner. 

Mr. BEATTIE said: Mr. Speaker,-I re
member that when this subject was brought 
before the House in, I think, the se<-.sion 
before last, there was a great deal of discus
sion as to the route which the line should 
take. According to information given by the 
m em hers for the district, the line, when it 
reached a certain point, was g()ing to give a very 
large return. 'The JVfinister for \Vorks informed 
us at the same time that two or three surveys 
had been made, and the members for the district 
expressed themselves strongly in favour of one 
survey in preference to the others. Which of them 
is it that we are asked to decide upon to-day? I 
do not know whether it is the one that met the 
approval of the members for the district, who, 
of course, have more local knowledge than other 
hon. members who do not live in the vicinity. I 
do not look upon a line of eight and a-half miles 
as one likely to give a very large retnrn, until it 
is extended further. Even some of the railw-tys 
into the interior do not pay working expenses, 
and will not until they are extended a little 
further. Personally, I should like to have had 

more information about this proposed extension 
to Grow's l\ est, HJ as to have been ahle to see what 
chance there iH of its resulting in a largely in
crea,sed traffic. Such infonnation would ha.ve 
satisfie<l members like the hon. member for Hock
hampton, who thinks the construction of eight 
and a-half miles of rail way is a waste of money, 
if we are to stop there. We certainly must go 
further into the district. I understood the 
~Iinister to say that the ruling gradient of the 
line wac; 1 in 50. It strikes me that when the 
question waH discussed one of the propm;ed routes 
was declared to be impracticable, as the ruling 
gradient would be a great dh.tl stiffer than 1 in f>O. 
I cannot understand why they should he so 
particularly fond of keeping up that gradient. 
It ,;trikes me that in the.surveys that have been 
made the survevors nmst, as the hon. n1en1ber 
for Sta.nley 'one~ said, have had "curves on the 
brain.'' I think it is tirne sorne alteration was 
rnade in the n1anner in which ntilways are con
structed. In the lines near Brisbane it seems to 
me that the engineer must have been aftlicted 
with "curves on the hrain. '' The Sandgate line, 
for instance, does not, I think, 1·eftect credit on 
anyone in the prnfesoion. _I certainly have v~ry 
little confidence in an engmeer who cannot giVe 
JVlinisters more information than he appears to 
have g-iven in this instance. I can understand 
that the :Minister for\\' orks cannot know every
thing in connection with the con::;truction of 
every line in the colony ; but he has professional 
rrdviRen;, and thev ought to give all the infonaa~ 
tion that hon. me~nbers are entitled to have when 
they are aske<l to assent to the adoption of plans 
and specifications. 

The Ho-". J. M. ::\L\CllOSSr\::'\ said: 2\Ir. 
Speaker,-I can hardly all<nv a statement ma<le 
by the hon. member for Fortitude V alley to )J<<ss 
unchallenged, becau:,e it reflects a good dr:-tl on 
the credit of the colony. He said that there was 
scarcely a line going into the interior \vhich paid 
working expent-;e:-:;. Nnw, I do nut know a sin_gle 
line which docH not pay llHH'e than worlnng 
expenses. The line which pays the least is the 
Dalby and :\Iitchell line; that pays at least 
nearly 2 per cent. ovee \vorking expenses. 

Mr. BEATTIE : For a long- time'? 
The Ho-" .• T. l\1. 1\IACB.OSSA::'\: I-'or a long 

time it has done so. It did so while I was 
in office. I believe it pays eqnally well, if not 
better, at the present time ; therefore it does not 
do to make random statements of that kind. \Ve 
should reme11>ber that statements made here 
are read not only by 1 •eople in this, but in the 
otber colonies, and smneti1nes in l~ngland; and 
we should not disparage our o'vn rail way syf::tCni. 
I quite agree with what the hon. member has 
said about curves. Anyone who tr.tvelR over the 
JVIaryborough and Gym pie Hailwrcy must come to 
the conclusion that the Hurveyors who made the 
survey, and the engineer who adopted it, could 
not have seen straight, because I believe that the 
line could have been shorteneLl by some miles, 
and have taken adv:mtage of the traffic. 'I'he 
same thing may be said of the Sand gate line. The 
Minister for \Vorks should, I think, have given 
us a great deal more information. I remember 
the hon. gentleman at the head of the Govern
ment once describing a railway vlan laid on the 
table as a line on a blank sheet of paper; and that 
is what we have here. In addition to the plans 
laid on the table, the Minister should be prepared 
with all the information which hon. members may 
rer1uire. It is quite acce,sible to him. He cannot 
get it himself unless he asks for it; but if he 
had demanded a history of the surveys of this 
line made at different times he would lmve 
avoided this discussion. \Ve are not objecting 
to the construction of the line-rtt least l do not 
object to it, nor, do I think, does anyone on this 
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side of the House ; but wc complain of the 
ahsence of information. No one, by looking at 
tlmt plan, can tell what route lms been adopte<l. 
1 cannot tell by looking- :tt the pl;m, although I 
het Ye been c.ver the line my,;elf. It wao a matter 
of grmtt eontention \V hen I was in office, and, I 
believe, after I left office.; and therefore it is 
,·ery desirable that we should have the infor
nmtion askecl for. As the hon. member for 
Port Curtis sai<l, this absence of information 
has happened before, and especially in connec
tion with a line which has been passed-that to 
the border. I was not in the House at the time, 
but I recollect rea<ling- Hansard, and I was 
n,;tonbhed at the ignorance displayed by hon. 
gentlemen with regard to that line. I think any 
Minister should be ashamed to come forward and 
ask for a proposed line while knowing so little 
about it. A chief engineer is ex)Jected to supply 
information of that kind ; :tnd if he cannot do 
so he onght to be sent about his business. But 
it is the fault of the hon. gentleman, not of the 
engineer; because if the hon. gentleman were to 
ask for the information he would get it. He 
ought to h:tve been able to tell hon. members 
which of the routes has been adopted-whether 
that demanded by the different sawmill pro
prietors, or--

The MINISTER :U'OR WOllKS: You ought 
to know very well. 

The HoN .• J. M. MACROSSAN: I should 
like to know how I can know ; that is the very 
thing- I :tm asking, and what other membe,·s are 
asking. If l knew I would not ask. It has been 
said that the line was made to carry timber; 
but the carri~tge of tilnber only con1es in inci
dentally ; it was intended for agriculturi,;ts. The 
carriage of timber would help the line; but it 
was intended for agriculturists, and ultimately as 
an alternative line from Toowoomba to Ipswich, 
I do not think we can expect branch lines of any 
description to pay, except to a watering place, r-;uch 
as Sandg-ate. Hon. members may depend upon 
it that every branch line we make will take 
away from the profits on the main line; and the 
only way in which they pay is indirectly by 
opening the country for settlement, and by 
nJterwarcls causing an increa~e in the population. 
I do not think that hon. members should, like 
the hon. member for Rockhampton, object to 
this branch line becm1se it clues not pay ; it is 
the same with all branch lines, with the excep
tion, as I have said, of the line to Sandgatc, 
which goe~ to :1 watering place. There is not a 
line in <..lneensland which hf1s pai<l from the be· 
ginning, with the exception of that frmn Town:-;
ville to Charters Towers, and that w:ts because 
it went to a goldfield where the veople had 
]Jlenty of money and could afford to tmvel. I 
hope the JI,Iinister for ·works will give us the 
information asked for. If he has not got it I 
hope he will get it, because it is a matter on 
which any Minister ought to be prep>cred to give 
all the information he has. 

The JI,IlN'ISTEU FOR WORKS said : Mr. 
Speaker,-This is not the first time the Hig·h
ficlds line has come before this House. vVhether 
it is one of those political rail ways we heard so 
much nbout from the leader of the Opposition 
when he w>~s stumping the country, I do not 
kuow; but I know that the late Govern
ment got a sum of money to build a railway 
from Toowoomba, or some other point on the 
Southern and vV estern line, to Crow's .:\est; 
and the fact that there is a balance of £40,000 
from that vroves that very dearly. As to the 
route taken, the hon. member for TownsYille 
must know very well that the line is already 
c.trriecl beyoncl the point originally fixed. 
How could I go hack an cl take the other ;;nrvey '! 
This line runs alonb the 1\Iain Httuge, \Vithin 

about fifty ch:tins of the sawmills, and ter
minr~tcs at the head of Cressbrook Creek. I can 
give the whole description if hon. members :tre 
anxions to have it :-vVidth of land re<Iuired, 1 
chain. Area uf land rertuired, as per book of 
reference: from private owners, Uifl acres 1 rood 
38 perches ; Crown lands, 4 acres 3 roods 29 
perches ; roads, () acres 12 perches ; altogether, 
170 acre~ 1 rood 38 perches. Level crossin"" 
provided for at 10 roads ; roads closed, 13 ; roa~s 
diverted, G. I can give any amount of informa
tion of that kind ; but I ttm sure it is not interest
ing to the House, and I should like to know what 
good it will do them. I can only tell hon. 
members opposite th:tt there could be no other 
line taken, because it has already gone beyond 
the point where the second survRy branched off. 
vV e could not go back and take another survey. 
If this were the first time the railway had been 
before the House, I could rtuite understand hon. 
members wanting all that information. I did 
not wish to be understood as saying that the 
line was constructed solely for the sake of . the 
timber trade ; it is not exactly that, but we1ght 
was attached to the fact that there would be a 
considerable amount of traffic from timber. 
Hon. members must know perfectly well that a 
branch line eleven miles in length cannot 
possibly be expected to pay until it is ex 
tended to a point where it is likely to get 
a fair amount of traffic. There is not a 
single branch line that is paying more than 

, working- expem,es : and naturally s_o, because 
! these lines do not accommodate sufficient people 

to make them remunerative. I have no doubt 
when they are extended farther they will, at all 
events, pay working expenses, and give smne 
better returns for the money ; but a line eleven 
miles in length, particularly in a sparsely popu
lated district, cannot be expected to have a very 
great amount of traffic. I repeat that I do not 
know what more information hon. members 
want. If the matter were before the House for 
the first time, of course every information 
should be g-1 ven; but the House has already 
consented to this line and voted the money, and 
I only want authority to extend it to Grow's 
X est. It would not interest the House very 
much if I were to give all the levels. I can only 
state that the steepest gradient is 1 in 50, and 
the sharpest curve five cl;lains radius. 

The Ho~. J. M. MAClWSSAN: What is 
to be the cost of the line ? 

The ::\HXISTEE FOR WORKS : I do not 
think the hon. member has a right to ask that 
rtuestion. I have the Engineer-in-Chief's 
estimate, but I do not think I should publish it 
to the colony. 

The Hol!. J. M. MACROSSAN: Why not? 

The MIXISTER FOR WORKS : It will be 
between £3,000 and £4,000 per mile. I do not 
see why contractors should have the informa
tion supplied to them through answers to C[Ues
tions put by the hon. member. I have no desire 
to give the Engineer-in-Chief's estin1ate. I can 
only s:ty, in a casual wtty, that it is between 
£3,000 and £4,000. 

The HoN. J. M. MACROSSAN: I may 
explain that it has always been the practice in 
this House for the :Minister for \Vorks, when 
asking for the approval of a proposed line, to 
intimate to the House its probable cost. It is 
not to give the Engiueer'.s estinHtte: that is a 
different thing entirely, and is made up of a 
number of items. \V e wn,nt the lnrnp sum the 
railway is estimated to cost. It has always been 
given ; and the Engineer's estimate without the 
item,; is of very little use to any coutmctor. 

Que c.tiun pnt and pabtiecl. 
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BILLS OF EXCHAJ\'"GE BILL
COMMITTEE. 

On motion of the ATTOHJ\'"EY-GEJ\'"ERAL 
t.he Speaker left the chair, and the House went 
into Committee of the -Whole to consider the 
Legislative Council's mess11go, of date the 2Gth 
August. 

The ATTORNEY-GEXERAL said the only 
alteration in the Bill since it left that House 
would be found in clause 97 The Legislative 
Council had struck out the words in section 07, 
"other than a cheque." That amendment was 
carried in this House. Under the circmn
stances he moved that this House do not insist 
upon the amendment. 

Mr. BEATTIE asked if the words printed in 
black letter did not constitute an addition to the 
Bill. 

The PREMIER : vV e struck those words 
out, andthe Legislative Council disagreed with 
our amendment. 

Mr. BEATTIE: And they have inserted them 
again? 

The PRKlYHEH : Yes. 
Mr. MOHEHEAD said he would ask the 

Attorney-General to give them some reason for 
asking the Committee to agree to the alteration 
iJ?- the Bill. He had given them none, but pos
sibly when he had consulted the l'remier he 
would be in a vosition to give them the re<juired 
information. They certainly could not accevt 
what he had said as any reason for agreeirw to 
the alteration. " 

The COLONIAL THEASUHEH said he 
made the objection to a cheque being drawn for 
less than 20s., and that view seemed to be con
sidered so reasonable by the House that they 
agreed to the amendment affirming that a cheqnc 
should not be drawn for less than 20s. He 
believed it was undesirable that cheque~ for 
sm:l.l! amounts should be circulated, not only so 
far as bankers. were concerned, but chiefly 
b~cau~e it interfered with the revenue, and was a 
vwlatwn of the Stamp Act. He was still of 
opinion that it would not only lead to a loss of 
revenue in that way, but it would also interfere 
with the issue of postal notes and money orders. 
He would himself much prefer to see the amend
ment insisted upon, but he considered the Bill 
a very useful measure in connection with bills 
of exchange and promissory notes ; and it was 
undesirable that it should. be lost b': their 
!nsisting upon the amendment preventing the 
rssue of cheques for less than 20s. That was 
the reason his hon. colleague moved that they 
should not insist upon their amendment and he 
gave his sanction to it for the same 'reason. 
lt was on his motion that the amendment 
was originally introduced, and thong-h he 
still thought it undesirable to issue cheques 
for less t~an 20s., as thereby they would 
lose a certam amount of revenue-such che<]ues 
not coming under the Stamp Act-he should 
he sorry to see the Bill lost, and he withdrew 
his objection on that score. 

Question put and passed. 
On motion of the ATTORNEY-GENERAL, 

the House resumed. The CHAIRli!AN reported that 
the Committee did not insist upon the amend
ment in clause 97 ; the report was adopted and 
the Bill ordered to be transmitted to the Le"is
lative Council for their concurrence, by mess;ge 
in the usual form. 

PATENTS, DESIGNS, AJ'\D TRADE 
MARKS BILL-COl\HIIITTEE. 

On the motion of the PltE::VIIER, the House 
resol vecl itself into a Committee of the \Vhole to 
consider the Legislative Council'o amendment>; in 
thio Bill. 

The PREl\IIEH said the first amenclment was 
in clause 10 in the last paragraph. It was a ver
bal amendment, the words "recommend that a 
patent be granted" having been substituted for 
the words " seal a patent." The amendment 
was correct, as the Bill vrovided for patents 
being granted by the-Governor in Council on the 
recommendation of the Registrar. The J<~nglish 
Act from which this Bill was taken provided for 
its being done by the llegistrar himself. He 
moved that the amendment he ag-reed to. 

The Hox. Sm T. l\1ciLWEAITH said he 
might as well take that opportunity-though, of 
course, he had no intention of raising a discus
sion on the Bill again-~to express his dissent 
from the whole Bill. · He was very sorry it had 
come before the House in his absence, becm1se 
he had expressed himself very clearly before 
nvon the subject. :From his knowledge of the 
Colonial Secretary's Office, he could only say 
that he never saw that any good was likely 
to come from reducing the amount for patents. 
He had never seen in what way the Patent Act 
assisted inventors in this country. Patents had 
been gr.mted to monopolists at home for the 
purpose of blocking the use of useful inventions 
that might have been made here. There might be 
n1ore ju~tification for the gntnting of 1)atents at 
hmne, bpcause there 'verR a large nnntber of in· 
ventorsthere, but ninety-nine out of every hundred 
of tl;e patents taken out here were simply regis
tratwns of what had been !Jatented at home, and 
ninety out of those ninety-nine were not taken 
out by the parties who were the inventors. The 
whole system was a farce, and the principle on 
whid1 the amount payable for the registration 
of a patent was reduced was absurd, because 
the £20 which had hitherto been charged 
was never sufficient to enable the Govern
ment to pay experts from whom they could 
learn whether they were safe in saying to 
the inventor, " Your rights are for the future 
thoroughly protected." 'The consequence was 
that a patent was always granted as a n1atter 
of course, and if the Speaker or any hon. mem
ber had, under the old system, come to the Colo
nial Secretary's Office and asked to be allowed to 
patent his coat or his hat, there would have been 
no difficL1lty in doing so. As he had before said, 
the only effect of the patent laws of this colony 
had been to grant privilege., to monopolists. He 
simply rose now for the purpose of entering his 
protest a.g·ainst this Bill at all. The present Act 
was bad, but it was not nearly so bad as this 
Bill, and he must therefore ex'press his disap
proval of the whole principle of it. 

Question put and passed. 

The PHEMIElt said the next amendment 
made by the Council simply omitted part of 
clause 42, which did not proper!~· belong to it, 
and converted it into a separate clause. The 
two matters were entirely separate, and he did 
not kno_w how they had got together unless it was 
by a prrnter's error. He moved that the amend
ment be agJ"eed to. 

Question put and pasoed. 
The PREJ>HEH moved that the new clause 

43, inserted by the Legislative Council, be agreed 
to. 

Question put and passed. 
The PHEMIEH, in moving that the Chairman 

leave the chair and report to the House that the 
Committee had agreed to the Legislative Coun
cil's amendments, said he took that opportunity 
of saying that he was sorry to hear the hon. the 
leader of the Opposition express his disapprov~tl 
of the Bill. He thought it was a measure which 
would encourage and astlbt in \'enturs to 1nn.lze 
their inventions known in the colony. That was 
the generally received idea and he believed it waG 
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correct. The hon. gentleman was wrong in sup
posing that anything coulcl be patented. Patents 
\Vere occasionally refused, although tnuch greater 
care was rer1uired to be exercised in grrtnting then1 
than lutd been the practice. To his knowledge 
patents had been refusccl within the last few 
months. He' thought that inventions were often 
of such a<'! vantage to the pulJ!ic that the principle 
of granting protection to new inventions should 
be recognised, as had peen done in older countries. 

Question put and passed. 
The CHAIH\\IAX left the chair, ",nd reported to 

the House that the Committee had agreed to the 
Legislative Council's a1nendn1ents. 

On the motion of the PEEMIER, the Bill was 
ordered to be returned to the Legislative Council 
by message in the usual form. 

HEALTH BILL~SECOXD RK\DI:\'G. 
The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,~This 

Bill deab with a subject of very great impor
tance, and is one which I think all members of 
the House are equally intere,ted in pa'"ing into 
law. 'Ne have at present no satisf:tctory provi
sions for maintaining the public health. The Act 
of 1872 is the only measure on our Statute-book 
dealing with the subject, and it siltlply provides 
for the appointment of a central board of health, 
with power to make regulations, and for the 
appointment of local boards of health by a system 
of nomination by municipal councils. The Act 
is only operative when it is proclaimed, and a pro
clamation only remains in force for six months, so 
that it has to be renewed continually from time 
to time. Its opemtion was found to be so un
satisfactory that the bte Administration declined 
to proclaim it ttny further, and I am not at all 
di<>posed to differ from them in their action in 
that respect. The only other laws now remaining 
in force with respect to the public health are those 
contained in the Local Government Acts empower
ing the different governing bodies to rrmke by~laws 
for the regulation of the public health. These pro
visions are noi trier sufficient nor satisfactory. There 
is no doubt that a great deal may be done, and 
has been done in n1any countries, for iinproving 
the public health by s~tisfactory legislative provi
sions. The attention of the Imperial Parliament 
has been c:tlled to the subject for many yH1rs. 
They have paRsed various Acts, and there is no 
doubt the public health in the great cities of 
J•:ngbnd ha<> immensely improve<! since these 
measures have been in operation. The Act now 
in force in England was passed in lt)78. It is an 
extrmnely voluminous n1eastu·e-about fonr tin1es 
as long as this Bill-contnining provisinns to 
meet almost everv conceivable caee. It has 
not been fonnd necessary to amend it except in 
one f-:nudl particuht,r, and itR operation has un
doubtedly had the effect of pre.venting the exten
sion of infections and contagious cli::;eaRes to a 
very large extent. This Bill io founded, not 
altogether, but :tlmoot entirely, upon the Impcri~l 
Act; but, as I pointe<l nut, it is very much 
shorter~not more, I think, than one-third or 
one-fourth its length. The scheme of the Bill~ 
and I think it is the best one~is to entrust Inca! 
:tuthorities with the administration of the lnws 
relating to health. I think tht1t is a function 
thttt may very properly be left to them, and if 
they are not fit to administer it they fail in one 
of their most important functions. At the same 
time, I think there ought to be a central or 
supervising authnrity to look after them and 
see that they do their ·duty ; and that centrn.l 
authority should have power, if the local 
authorities dang·erously fttil in the perform
ance of theit· duty, to perform those dnties 
for them and at their expense. In England, 
the operations of the Health Act ''"e en
trusted to the Local Government Board which 

ts a committee of the Privy Council. vVe 
have no board here corresponding to that; 
but it is necessary that there should be some 
central authority. Therefore, we propose that 
instead of it being the Governor in Council
that is, the JYiinister in charge of the depart
ment and his colleagues~there shall be a board 
to assist the Minister in that respect. In 
that regard the Jlill is not altogether a departure 
from the present system, as to the Central Board 
of Health. I will refer more particularly 
to the powers of the board later on. We 
propose that the Bill should at present be 
in force in the more populous municipalil i c•s 
and divisions ; taking power to extend it 
to other divisions or municipalities as re
quired. The municipalities enumerated are Bris
bane, Bundaberg, Charters Towers, Cooktown, 
Gympie, Ipswich, ::\Iaryborough, Homa, Rock
hampton, Toowong, Toowoomba, Townsville, 
and \Varwick; which are the most populous 
municipalities at the present time, and the 
places in which the greatest loss of life has 
occurred from diseases that are now recognised 
to be prevent>eble, especially typhoid fever, 
which during last summer proved more deadly 
than many diseases that are reg·ardecl by the 
public with much gnoater alarm. Probably 
typhoid fever is as deadly a disease as smallpox, 
altlwur·h it is not reg:trded as so dangerous. 
There is no doubt that typhoid fever~although 
no one pretends to know all about it yet~ari"'s 
from filth, and its extension is enormously 
diminished in proportion as filth is removed. 
I consider, sir, that it would certainly be 
worth our while to spend a little money and a 
'great deal of attention to preserve the live.< of 
people in the colony, considering that we 
willingly spend so much to bring them here. 
The provisions of the Act will also be in force in 
the divisions of Booroodabin, Toombul, and 
\)-nollongabba, which are really parts of the city 
or suburbs of 11risbane; and in any other places 
as occasion n1ay require. Po\ver is also given to 
suspend the operations of the Act if necessary. 
It is also proposed that, where this Act is in 
force, the provi,;ions of the Local Government 
Acts, giving powers to local authorities, shall 
be suspended ; but that the by-laws made 
before this Act shall remain in force as 
if they had been made under the authGrity 
of this Act. The central board is to consist of 
the :l\Iinister and not le,;s than seven other per
sons, of whom three are to be medical practi
tioner,.:;. Power is proposed to be given to thon1 to 
hold inquiries into :1ny Jnatters requiring inv-esti
aation and to mako orders as to the cost of such 
lnquirles. The most important function of all 
is the power to enforce the performance of a duty 
by the local authority. If the thing to be done 
is sitnple, power is given to 111ake the local 
authority rlo it; but if not, the central authority 
mny do it themselves and charge the local 
authority with the expense. The lGth section 
provides for cases of emergency :-

"In any case of emergency the Uoard may, if onlered 
by tlJC Governor in Council so to do, exercise all or any 
of the pmYers by this Act confcrre<l upon a local antho~ 
rit \'. In anv such cn;;;e the expenses incnrred in the 
ex{~eution Or such power~ slmll Uc paid out of the 
Consolidated Itovcnno :Fund.'' 
That is a mo't important provision, because in 
many parts of the colony the local authorities 
might not be able to be summoned together sud
denly, or theymig·ht not have sufficient exp~rience 
to do the work ; and in cases of that Inncl the 
hoard are to undertn.ke the work as being the most 
capable body. The third part of the Bill deals 
with sanitary 1n·ovisions. I do not suppose that 
it is desired that I should go exhamtively into 
the different cl:wses. 'fhe first deals with sewers 
and drains; the word ''drain"" in the Bill being 
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used to sig-nify drains for draining one building 
only, or premises within the one enclosure, 
merely communicating with a cesspool or with a 
sewer. A "sewer" includes drains of every 
description except those which are defined as 
"drains," and is any general drain drain
ing several properties. These provisions are 
adapted from the Health Act at present 
in force in :England, but in a very much D.b
breviated form. Power is given to make or 
enlarge sewers, and take them through private 
property, if necessary, under the provisions of 
the Local Works Land Res11mption Act, which 
provides for the compensation of the owner. 
Power is given to the loc:1l authority to compel 
the owner of private property to drain it 
properly, and it is expressly provided that no 
building is to be erected in a municipal district 
-that is, a town or shire-without uroper pro
vision for drainage. I believe that the open 
drainage in the streets that we see abont here 
has had a very gTeat deal to do with the 
prevalence of disease during hot weather. 
Then there are provisions for the pro
tection of sewers ~.nd for the disposal of 
sewage ; and local authorities are empowered to 
take land beyond their districts for that pur
pose. Take the case of Brishane. There is no 
doubt that a different system will have to be 
adopted here, and the sooner it is adopted the 
better. The question of privies, water-clm;ets, 
etc., is also dealt with. I need not describe 
particularly all the provisions. It is vroposed 
that the statute shall declare that it is the duty 
of every owner of a building to provide proper 
accommodation of that kind, and provisions are 
contained for enforcing it. Passing on, \Ve come 
to some clauses dealing with the subject of 
scavenging and cleansing. The local authority, it 
is proposed, shall have power to undertake that 
function itself or to require individual owners 
to do it. It is also proposed that the local 
authority may be required by the Government 
to umlertake that function. It would pro
bably be better performed by the local autho
rity under its own supervision than under 
the system of contracting, Th0 48th and 49th 
sections are very important ones also, especially 
the 48th, which empowers the local authority, 
on certificate of the health officer, to have a 
house that is unfit for human habitati,m, 
by reason of its filth or dihtpidated condi
tion, pulled down or destroyed ; an analogous 
power to that existing in Sydney, where 
it has been used wrth great effect. It is 
no uncommon thing to read that the mayor of 
that city has inspected various parts of it and 
directed that certain buildings be pulled down. 
It is not proposed to give the power to the 
mayor alone, but to the local authority, on the 
certificate of the health officer. The 49th section 
empowers the local ""uthority to require that 
buildings unfit for human habitation shall be 
cleansed or purified. Then there are other pro
visions as to offensive collections of matter, 
I pass on to Part IV. of the Bill. It dt'als with 
the regulations of cellar dwellings and lodging 
houses. The regulation proposed as to 
cellar dwellings it; not to allow them at 
all. \Ve do not want any underground dwel
ling-s in this country. Ko doubt they are 
extremely unhealthy, I believe th"'t some exist 
in Brisbane, and it is quite time that they were 
stopped. In reference to "common loJging·
houses," the :;;au1e exprestsion is m~en in the 
Imperial Act. The term is perfectly well under
stood as indicating lodging-houses open to any
body that may come or go. It may occur to 
hon. members, >ts it has occurred to me, that 
this term should be defined; but on investigating 
the matter I find that no attempt has ever been 
made to define it, and I think it is sufficiently 

understood not to recjnire any special definition. 
It is a question, to my mind, whether tho pro
viBion onght not to apply to all lodging-houses, 
of whatever class they may be. Common 
lodging-houses are places where anybody can 
pass in and aHk for a bed, and get it for the pay
ment of a small amount. 

The Rox. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: \Vould 
the Australian Hotel be a common lodgint:· 
house? 

The PREMIETl : Xo ; that is an inn, It 
would never be called a con1n1on lodging
house. I mention the difference, because I am 
disposed to think it wrmld be well to apply 
this provision to all lodging-houses. Those 
provisions are not in force, a.s far as I know, 
in any of the A nstralian colonies. They will 
enable local authorities to deal to a groat extent 
with houses of ill-fame. This is the manner in 
which :1n attempt has been made in some 
EnglL;h countries to deal with that subject. 
Persons will not be allowed to take in lodgers 
unle,;s their house is registered, and the local 
authorities can refuse to grant a licence to un
suitable persons. A distinction is drawn between 
lodging-houses and houses let in lodgings, Of 
course, those are houses let in rooms. Clause 70 
empowers the (}overnor in Council to declaro 
this portion of the Bill to be in force in any 
district, or part of a district, by prochtmation. 
In this respect I have adopted the provisions of 
the :English Act. A very important provision is 
contained in cl:1nse GG, which require' the 
keeper of a con1mon lodging-house to give 
notice to the health officer of any fever 
or infectious disease occurring in his house. 
Part V, deals with nuisances and fooL!. At 
the present time, nuisances can only be pre 
vented by a proceeding at the suit of the Attor
ney-General, or by an action at the smt of any 
person specially ag-grieved, and cannot be dealt 
with in a summary proceeding. By this Bill, it 
is proposed that all cases of common nuisances, 
which continually occur, and whi<rh are injurious 
to health, should be dealt with in a surnruary 
manner. They are defined in section 72 as-

" Any pool, diteh, gutter, \vatercourse, privy, urinnl, 
ce~:~spool, drain, or ash pit, so foul or in such a state as to 
be a nuisance or injurious to health. 

"Any animal so kept as to be a nuisance or injurious 
to hmtlth. 

'·Any accumulation or dc11osit which is a nubancc 
or injurious to health. 

"Any house or pnrt of a house so overcrowded as to 
be dangerous or injurious to the health o~ the inmates, 
whether or not members of the same ftmnly. 

"Any factory, workshop, or \VOrkplace, not kept in a 
cleanly state~ 
Or not properly ventilated; and any fireplace or 
furnace, which doe::; not, as far as lH'acticable, 
consume the smoke ari~;ing from the combustibles 
used therein ; and any chimney, not being the 
cbi1nney of a private dwelling-house, ~::>endillg 
forth black smoke in such a qnantity as to be n 
nuisance. 'These are matters which it is propo2ecl 
shall be dealt with summarily. Proceedings are 
to be taken at the first instance hy the local 
authority or their officers. Provisiun is made 
that, on the receipt by the local authority of 
any information respecting the existence of a 
nuisance, notice is to be given to tbe pen·mn, 
by whose act or default the nuisance arises, to 
abate it. If he will not do it, then they may 
summon the person before a court of petty 
sessions, which may make an order for its abate
ment. The local aHthority may enter the 
premises to which any order relates and :1bate the 
nni~::>ance, and, in a surnrnary rnanner, recover the 
costs of so doing from the person by whose default 
the expense has been incurred. Then any person 
specially aggrieved n1ay rnake cmnp~aints aR :ve_ll 
as the officers of the local authonty. Thrs rs 
provided for in section 85. Some provision is 
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there made with regard to offensive trades, 
which are not to be allowed to be carried on 
within a municipal district without the consent 
of the municip<tl authority. 'l'his provision is 
much wanted in this colony. Section ~l5, anrl 
the following sections, de,,l with lmwnnd meat 
and unsound food of any kind. I have often 
wondered why we have never had such a law before. 
l'art VI. deals with infections diseases. Section D0 
authorises local autboritie~ to mtn::;e pren1ises to 
he cleanser! anrl rlisinfected, and to direct the 
destruction of infected bedrling and clothing, and 
such things. It ahw provide~ for taking sick 
persons to hospitals. That is a very impnrttwt 
1Jnwer. It is ~ p(nver which, of cour;:;e, will not 
alwnys be exercised by the locctl nuthorities, but 
pow12r is given thmn to n1ake by-laws directing 
penmns to be removed to ho,.;pitctk Probnbly tlmt 
power exists now under the Quamntine Act, under 
which the (-}oyernor in Council 1na.y nu:tke the 
nece:;.;sary order. Then there is the provision in 
section 10:), 1naking it penaJ for a 1nan infected 
with any infectious disorder to expose himself in 
any pnLlic place without proper precautions; 
or di:-;po::;c of, without previou::; diHinfection, any 
bedding or clothing which has been exi1osed to 
infection frmn any Hnch disorder ; or to use a 
public ean·iage fur carrying perRnns suffering 
from ctn infections disee~se. Section lOU deals 
with epi(lernic di~e<-tHeh, and give::; power to n1a.ke 
regulations as to the treatment of persons affected 
\Vith cholor::t, or any epicl8lnic, ende1nic, or infec~ 
tion~ diRea:~e, nnd for preventing thesprct.d of ::;uch 
diseases. 'fhose regulations are to be 1nade by 
the Lonrd ctnd approved by the Governor in 
Council. lf there is any dm1ger to e~ny part of 
the colony--if it is thnlcttoned with 'tny formi
<htble epidemic--the lJoard mcty make regula
tions for the Jn'oYision of medical aid and 
accon11nodation, and for otherwise guard~ 
ing agttinst the sprecvl of the disease. Then 
provision is made for the local authoritv to 
:-:ee to the execution of regulations. Then Con1e 
provi.--:ions for the payn1ent of n1eclical officers, 
to which I need not call pctrticnlar e~ttention. 
By the lli\th section " heavy penalty is imposed 
upon persons who wilfully violate the regulations 
or ollstruct the performance of duties. The 7th 
part gives municipal authorities power to provide 
sbughter-houses. That is the only provision in 
tlnt direction I think it is possible to make 
this session. \Vhether the municipctl autho
ritie; will make such provision I do not know. 
At );resent, I believe, it is their idea that the 
Government ought to undertake the functions of 
slaughter-honses. Probably the business would 
be profitable if properly mnnag·ed, and it may 
be left to the municipnl authorities. Part VIII. 
deah with officers and the conduct of Lnsinh". 
Part IX. provides for the payment of expenses, 
which nre to be pe1id out of the fund of the local 
authority. Power is given by section 122-a 
most important power, I think-to levy health 
rates. They nre to be made in the same wav as 
ordinary rateR, and the sa1ne endown10nh; a.t:e to 
he payable in respect thereof. Any objection to 
this would be a short-sighted objection. It 
would p<ty us, even as " me~tter of pounds, shiJ. 
lings, and pence, to try to ]lreserve good hecclth 
mnongst our people. To the provi~ionR of the 
123rd ttnd 124th sections I wish to eaU ].>articuhr 
nttention. The 123rcl section provides that, if 
the local authority declines to do its duty, and 
the board is compelled to perform the duty 
insteaJ, the expenses incurred by the board ii1 
perfurming the duty shall be deemed to be " 
debt incurred by the local authority, and pay
able by them, and n rate shall be made for the 
]lUJ'lHlke. The work has to be done, JVIr. Spettker; 
and if it is not provided in that way it 
will lmve to come out of the Consolidated 
Hevenne. I hope no such power as that will 

re<Juire to he enforced. If the work i,, too large 
to be done by rate, power is given by section 124 
to enable the Colonial Trensurer to advance, by 
way of loan, the sum necessary to carry it out; 
out; and the municipal or divisional fund is 
charged with the repayment of the loan, in 
the smne way as in the case of other loans 
made to municipal bodies. The lOth part of the 
Bill deals with legal proceedings. They are the 
usu11l provisions, and I need not explain them 
in detail. All the clauses are necesstcry to pre
vent any objeetion that might be taken to pro
ceedings under the Bill. The 11th part of the 
llill contains some miscellaneous provisions. I 
;;hould have liked to me~ke the Bill shorter than 
this, if possible. Of course a long Bill e~lwe~ys 
creates a certain amount of disinclination to 
rectd it to begin with. I he~ve cut it clown 
as mnch as possible, but all the provisions 
are so important for the preservation of the 
public henlth that I did not see my way to 
omit any of them. A great many others 
might have been inserted, as mny be seen by 
comparing· it with the Act in force in England 
to which I he~ve already referred. I hope that 
we shall be able to pass this Bill dnring the pre
sent session. I have every reason to hope that 
it will be as successful as the Act in Great 
Brit<tin, where the state of the public health has 
greatly improved since the Legislature compelled 
the local authorities to set themselves deli
berately to remove those causes which have led 
to the spread of infectious disease. I now move 
the secrmd rending of the Bill; and I may say that 
I hope to receive from every hon. member all 
the assistance in their power, in order to dectl 
satisfactorily with this important subject. 

The Ho:-r. Sw T. MciLWHAITl'I sctid: Mr. 
Speaker,-I have some objection to this Bill on 
the ground that it might be shorter than it is. 
The ~English Act is made, according to the opinion 
of the Premier, as applicable to the circumstances 
of the colony as possible. No doubt ft good 
deal has been clone in the last few years towards 
the preservation of the public health. The 
DiviHional Boards Act, and other Acts con
ferring self-government, have ctll had that as 
a special part of their provisions, and a good 
deal of attention has been paid to it, with con
siderable effect. It was quite plain, however, to 
me. when I was Colonial Secretary-and no 
doubt it has appeared to my successor-that there 
wa.s something wanting· which I believe this Bill 
supplies-some means of stimulating the activity 
of these local authorities when the public de
manded it, and possibly they were not inclined 
to act. There was also another deficiency, and 
that was that there was no central authority that 
could <]Uicken them to action. That is the only 
practical way in which it can be clone-by having 
a centml board of health, the chairman of which 
will be of course the responsible minister--a boanl 
hctving full power under the Rill to put all the 
cbuses relating to the public health in the 
various municive~l Acts into operation, besides 
the powers given to local authorities by this Bill 
itself. It is a matter of considerable difficulty to 
adapt :Eng·lish Acts to the circumstances of this 
colony, but I think it has been done in this case 
as fctr as possible. I must say, however, thnt 
after considerable application I could not see my 
way through those clauses applicable to common 
lorlg·ing-houses. The Premier referred to the 
difficulty of defining co1nn1on loclging~honseH ; 
but that is a matter of detail that will come out 
in committee. Attention will have to be paid to 
the side-notes also. There is one difficulty, of 
course, which a Bill of this sort should try to 
avoid-that o£ interfering unduly with what are 
called obnoxious trades. The :B:nglish popula
tion is so crowded that the Act there re<Juires to 
be more severe th<tn the Act here. At the same 
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time legislation in the colonies is far morf\ in
clined to he severe on olmoxious trades thnn there 
is any justification for. I do not believe tlmt in 
such a town as Rwamea or Glasgow such an Act 
as the Health Act of Victoria would he po"ible. 
Take for instance this :-

"Any fireplace or furnace which doPs not., so far as 
practicable, consume the smoke nxising from 
the combustible used therein, and which i,:;; 
used for working engines by steam, or in any 
mill, fn.ctory, dye-house, brmvery, bal-::ehonsc, 
or gas1vork, or in any mannfa.ctnring or trade 
process whatsoever; and any chimney 1110t 
being the chimney of a, private dwel1ing-lwuscJ 
sending forth black smoke h1 such a quantity 

. as to be a nuisance : 
shall be deemed to be a nnisanrc liable to be dealt 
with summarily in manner pl'Ovi<lctl by this .ci_ci." 

That applies to engines on the railways, and .to 
any steam-engine in the colony ; nnd I do not 
see the nse of including them. \Yhen we come 
to this clause we shall have to pav particnbr 
attention to the matter to which I have 
drawn the attention of the House - put
ting nbstrnctions in the way of industries 
which are considered obnoxious. Instead of 
that we should give every puo.;ible encourage
ment to the indtmtries of the colony. I 
need not say that I consider the Bill a g-ood 
one. So far ns I have been ftble to examine it, 
it will be a wonderful improvement, when 
passed, compared with the preoent bw in that 
direction; and I see no reason why it shonl,lnot 
be passed with a fair amount of speed, c .msis
tent with the careful nttention it must receive 
while going through committee. All the cbuscs 
have worked well at home. 'fhe power thrLt is 
given to the central boa1·d and the Government 
is necessary to be passed at once. The forma
tion of a connecting link between the Exocuti ve 
and the divisional boards is n thing thrLt is very 
much wanted, and I believe this Bill will supply 
it. 

Mr. BEATTIE said: ::VIr. Speaker,-I nm very 
ghtd to seethe Government introduce rL Bill of snch 
importance as this, dealing with the public herrlth 
of the various centres of popultttion throng hont 
the colony .. At the same time I do not think 
they have been quite explicit enough with 
reference to the powers veJted in local nutlwri
ties, nor have they given those bodies oppor
tunities of complying with the measure, which, 
if passed, will be a good one. The Jlill is too 
long for me to go through the whole of the 
clnnses, hut I lmve made a noi.e of one which 
was refened to by the leacler of the Opposition 
-that with respect to cornrnon lodging
houses. In looking at cla1mo G3, I notice that 
a common lodging-house is ono that sh;ell be 
whitewashed from time to time. I do not know 
whether that is a definition of a common 
lodging-house or not, but, if all the infm·111ation 
I receive is true, there are many thnt will t<tk0 
a great deal of whitewashing to make them 
clean. There is one matter which I wish ngnin 
to bring under the notice of the Premier, as I 
had the honour of bringing it under the notice 
of the !nte Premier, Rir Thoma.; J\Icilwraith ; 
and that is, that you are not giving l)(rwer to 
local authorities to grapple with the di.spo,;a] of 
any filth and rubbish within the different muni
cipalities and divisions. The chief difficult} I 
find-and I have heard it complained of over 
and over again by the locnl authorities-is, where 
are you going to rlepn.,it filth and rnbbish? 
That is a <Jnestion which the Government must 
certainly take into their considemtion. \VIler
ever large centres of population e'dst, thev will 
have to set o.side some particular place for 
that purpose, and that 1mrpose alone. If 
not, it will be perfectly uselc's to talk nbout 
preventing the dissemination of disease. 
\Ve Imve a proof of thrLt in the epidcmie 

which swept over the whole of Brisbane laf't year, 
when everybmly Wfbs crying out about the fearful 
scourge of typhoid fever. There was fL difference 
of or;inion antong~t 1nedic[tl 1nen and local 
nuthorities as to the causes of thnt fever; bnt 
tho·e who haYe ]i,·ed for m'wy ye.ws previous to 
the system of earth-closets being inb·oduced 
know very well thrLt in thc3e day,;, and under 
tlm;e conditions-nlthough, of course, the popu
lation was not so cnn\'ded tts nnw-,,~e never 
hmtrd of any of those extreme cases of fever. 
~\.ml I rnaintaine,J, when the new system was 
introduced, tlutt un!ef.s it wns properly managed 
fe,er \hmlcl m·ise "·ithin our mid,;t. That has 
been the case. Let us take the case of the 
northern suburb of Hooruoclabin, which is 
mentioned in the Bill ; and I H]Jeak of Booroo
dabin because I am more intimately connected 
with it than with any other portion of Brisbane. 
The whole of the filth of the southern part of 
the city, of the city itself, and until btely of 
\Voollongabha 1,ncl J(a,ngaroo Point, i~ en1ptiecl 
into that small but largely populated division. 
'rhere is sornething radicu,lly wrong if that i.-; 
going to exist, tmd all the Health Bills in the 
world will never do any g·ood until we get that 
edl remove<! from our· mi,ht. If that snbjoct i'l 
grappled with, there will be nobody more anxions 
to see the _Act aclrni11istered in its integrity than 
the local nnthorities in centres of population, for 
they nil clcsim to lmve healthy people Jiving in 
their soyeml localities. Dut until some better 
plan is devised for ,lepooiting- thi.s f1lth, they 
will certainly not he able to carry ont this 
measure as they ongbt. At the present time 
the di, ision of Boorootl::tLin is calling for 
applicrLtinns for renw1·ing the filth ont of 
their ruich;t, and it is 0 Yery seriuus thing for 
them io Ullllcrtnke. They have petitioned the 
Go\~erruucnt, O\ er and O\~cr aga.in, to re1110Ve the 
n1a.nure dept>t, and I mn sure I mn not going 
to be one to achise the m em ben of tlmt hoard 
to continue it where it is. Either lanL1 must be 
set aside in all populous clistrictr; for the purpose, 
or a better sy.;tem of depositing it-rLnd I do 
not think the present system is the he,;t-mnst 
be introdncerl. If that iN done, the local 
authorities will be ghd to see this Jlill hecume 
law, and will do nil in their vower to mnke its 
operation effecthe. 

:i\lr. PALMEH said: 1\Ir. Speaker,-l think 
cbnso :i2 will be found to apply to what the lwn. 
memherfnr :Fortitude V' alley lmsreferred to, ftH fnr 
a.s the "'nitnry information of the day is cnpablc 
nf solving the dillicnlty. I filH! that the central 
board, umlm' this Jlill, is constitute,! on nenrly 
the same lines as the corresponding- board under 
the Act of lil72; and [ do not think nny hon. 
lllOH1ber will contend that thnt board carried out its 
dntit- 8 in .snch a satisfactory n1anner as to be con
tinued nnd er the lltea~ure now under con Niderntion. 
I know tlutt there at·c mrrny plnce, in Jll'ishnne
lodgiug-hom.;es in pal'ticnlnr-that are unsafe 
re.-:;idence;:.; ; thPir YU1'Y aspect alone :.;peaks for 
the way in which the board lmve C[lniccl nnt 
their clt1ties. I suppose many hon. members will 
ask how a Health ]lill :1pplie,; to the pastoral 
district,s; hut I au1 ,-.;mnetin1e:.; a. lodger in to\vns, 
and have to Htny in lodging-hon;:.;e;.,, altbnngh I 
belong to a p<Lstoritl di.,tJ·ict. Clanse r,s sdys 
that no pen..:on i:~hall receive a lodger nn
leKM tho house iN rcgi~terer1 in accordance 
with the pronswns of this _\.et. How 
\\·ill that affect memhers nf lt family, some 
of whom lodge with their p:.trents? I believe 
the clau~es dea,ling with Iodging-bnnses will 
l1c very much altered in committee. There 
are seyeml thrLt seem to me to rerJnire it. For 
in::ta.nco, to jn,<.;h.;t nvnn ha.Ying [\, :-;jgn Imintrcl, 
and put np, ''This iH a. cnn1n1mtlodging-lumse," 
will he nether ropngnant tn some of the first
clrrc·s boarding-houses in Briobnne. In the 
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Englioh Act there is a specified limit to the room 
that shall be given in lodgingwhonses to each indiw 
vidmt!. The limit is 250 cubic feet. In llnlJlin 
it was raised to 300 cubic feet. Such limibttion 
in a hot climate like this might be very well intro
duced. I think everyone will admit that such a Bill 
as this has long been c:1lled for ; and I believe the 
thanks of the community will be given to the 
Premier for luwing introduced it. 

1Ir. MAC:FARLAXE said: Mr. Speaker,-1 
cannot allow the seconrl reading of this Bill to 
pass without expressing my gl'eat pleasure at 
its introduction. It deals with a great many 
nui-;ances ; bnt it c_n11its one \vhich fLppem·s to 
me to be as great as any that are dealt with. I 
do not know whether it has any right to be in 
this Bill ; but I maintain that one of the 
greatest nuisances in BriHbane iK the building 
of houses on small allotments. It is a nuisance 
which is likely to affect the public hmLlth, be
cause, if you put half-a-dozen houses on one allot
ment, or, perhaps, on half-an-acre of land, they 
are packed in such a way that the prevention 
of di;;ea'·.e is almost impossible. I think, there
fore, that some provision ought to be introduced 
into this Bill, preventing allotments being cut up 
into such small portions as twelve, fifteen, or 
even twenty perches. I am informed that 
some are as lo\V ''" eight perches. If that 
is not done, then I hope that at the e>trliest 
opportunity a Building Act will be jJa, .. ,ed for 
that purpose. There are a gret:tt nnn1ber of 
nuisances to be dealt with. One of them was 
referred to by the hon. member for J'\lulgravc, 
and alw by the hon. member for :Furtitnde 
V alley-that was in reference to smoke from 
Slnoky chiluneys, and so forth. In passing ::tlong 
the streets, I have had to suffer more from 
people smoking bad tobacco than ever I have 
had to suffer by smoke from chimneys. Y on 
ca,nnot go into an on1nibus or a. rfl.,ilway carriage, 
lmt you will find gentlemen who are ungallant 
enough to smoke in the presence of ladies. I 
think that the nuisance caused by smoke coming 
fron1 sn1oky chirnneys n1ight alnwst have been 
left out of the Bill. If smokers could be com
pelled to consmne their own ,;moke--as this Bill 
pmpose,; shall be done with chimney-smoke-it 
\vould be a very good thing. I \Vat:J ra.ther 
amused at the hon. member for Fortitude Valley 
when he spoke about 1misances. He asked 
where they were to put the refuse that 
ctt11secl such a nnisctnce at Bulimba and 
other pbces. I look upon refme as good 
man me; and if it were utilised it might he rmtde 
profitable to the State. I see no reason why all 
the refuse from the whole of the city should not 
be carried down· the Brisbane River to some 
pbce where it could be made into good manure 
and sold to the farmers. In reference to another 
nnis:cnce-person,, found drunk in the street', 
-they are simply taken to the watch-house 
until they get wber. I think that something
should be introduced into this Bill to give 
some kind of power with regard to these 
persons. Public-houses ought to be so regu
lated that if tlwy produce a nuisance of that 
kind they ought to take cnre of it ; if they 
make a man rlrunk they ought to take care of 
him until he is sober. I think there onght to 
be a htw thn,t any porwns made drunk in a 
public-house should he snpplied with straw there 
until they g·ot sober. As I have already sctid, I 
am glad the Bill has been introduced, and I 
hope it will p:tss. It is a very long one, and, 
having only recently come into our hands, we 
are not in a position to criticise it very closely ; 
but I snppose in committee we shall do sn, ,;,d 
that there it will be so altered as to make it a 
really g·ood n1Ca.f.:nre. 

Mr. SCOTT said: Mr 8peaker,-This is a long 
and, I think, a goocl Bill ; but there aro one or 

two points in connection with it which I 
think rerprire consirleration. I would direct 
attention, in the first place, to the matter o 
common lodging-houses. I do not see the dif
ference bebveen cnmn1on lmlging-houseB n1en
tioned in the fi7th clalli;e ami houses let in 
lodging~, referred to in clause 70. 'l,here does not 
seem to be any distinction, and I think that it 
is impossible to make a difference; at all events, 
it appears to me that, if there is a distinction, 
it i.~ a distinction without a difference. 'fhere 
really is nothing to guide anyone as to the 
difference in the Bill as it now stands. Another 
point I would like to draw attention to is in clause 
37. I refer to mtrth-closets. I think it is the 
n1ost:filthy, disgusting, dangerous practice eYer 
instituted in any civilised community; and 
I believe it has been the means of spread
ing disease far and wide \vhere it never 
existe<l before. lTntil that abominable practice 
was adopted, typhoid fever was hardly known 
here. vVherever it is practised-and I am sure 
no such enactment was ever in force in any 
ci vili;;ecl community before-typhoid fever has 
spread, and will continue to spread. I shonld 
like, therefore, to see those words expunged from 
the Bill. 

Mr. :\IOREHJ~AD: I think myself that some 
very serious matters have been pointed out by 
the hon. memher who has just sat down, and the 
other hon. members who have spoken on this 
subject. I see a great Glifticulty with regard to 
the definition of the term " common lodging
houses." vV e are told by the Premier that it is [t 

phrase well understood but not easily explained. 
If it cannot be explained to hon. members of this 
House, how will it be: understood by people 
out~ide? I..jookiug· at these clauses dealing \Vith 
common lodging-houses, it appears to me that 
it would be very hard on some well-known 
houses-such as" LongTP::tch," say, though that 
has ceased to exist as a lodging-house
if the proprietor were compelled to put up a 
notice that ~'This is a con1n1on lodging-house." 
I should like to know whether such a place as 
'' Longreach" was would be a connnon lodging~ 
house within the meaning of this Bill? 

The PREMIER: No. 
J\[r. J\IOREHEAD: \Yell, those things re

f[uire more explanation. There are numbers of 
people who ang·ment their incomes by taking in 
one or two lJdgers. There nre hundreds of 
families in Brisbmre who rlo this. Are they 
keeping con1n1on IoJging-honR8R? 

The PREMIEJl: Ko. They are dealt with 
in the 70th section. 

Mr. ~IOREHEAD : It ought to he made very 
much clearer-a very much plainer definition 
shoultl be given than thnt in the Bill as it now 
sbnds. \Vith regard even to what are known as 
connnon lodging-how:les, sorne of the~:;e clauses 
appear to me to be very arbitrary. The G7th 
clause reads :-

" .Any keeper of a common lodging-honso \Yho * * * 
fails to· malm a report, after he has been fnrniRhed with 
schcdnk..., for the purpose in pursuance of this Act, of 
1 he persons resorting to such house on the preceding 
clny or night"-
shall be liable to a penalty. That seems to me 
to be introducing a sort of inquisitorial system, 
which, up to the present time, has not been 
sanctioned by any measure of this kind. It 
appears to be pushing imJUiry to the point of 
interference with the liberty of the subject, and 
is gnite opposed to the old idea that an English
ml1n's house is his castle. Any person who kept 
a cmnrnon lodging-house-whatever the inter
pretation of that phrase may be-would simply 
be at the beck and call of the officer of any 
lnu:tl authority-municipality or board of health 
-who might choose to interfere. The Slst 
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clause seems to me a very extr~.o 'dinary 
one. I do not know in whose hards the 
dnty of offering this pctrticnlar commoclity 
for sale wiil be ; the cbuse mav commeml 
it,;elf to some auctioneers, bnt I do not think 
thet·e would be a nmh of lmsiness. \Yith regard 
to what fell fmm the hon. member for Leich
hardt as to this part of the Bill, I quite agree 
with every ~vonl he said. A more filthy and 
cl1se~t~e-cl'e::.tt1ng· Ry~tern haR never been intro
duced in.to any ?OHininnity than that ~J stent, as 
worke<l 111 the c1ty of Brisbane ; and the sooner 
steps ccre taken to abolish it the better. 
I am perfectly well awccre that two meml>ers 
of this Honc<e are deeply interested in it.s 
continuance; lmt. if they choo::;e to 1nake their 
1noney in that way, that is no reason wl1y 
the people shonl<l snrfer. Let the Yctlncc!Jle 
depo:·dt be taken to Snnth Bri . ...;hnnP, o1· to the 
body that the hon. member for llnlimba is 
chainna.n o£, nnd let then1 divide it mnong:..;t 
them,;el ves. They will then h:we an oppcrtnnity 
of seeing tlutt it is got rid of, to the va.st ad vantage, 
not only of the commnnity, but of themselves. I 
shall assist the hon. member in every pos,,i!Jle 
way to prevent the continuance of tbi:-; nuj~ance, 
anJ clisease-creating grievance. 

1\Ir. CHl:BB : I certainly do not rise, sir, to 
op]Jose this measure; I sha!'l <In all I can in com-
111ittee to assist in 1naking it as perfect ns lHJH

si!Jle. Some reference has !Jeen 11mde to the 
eXlJL'ession "cmn1non l~)dging-honses," of ·which 
the Premier sccitl no s:ctisfactory tlefinition had 
ever been g·iven. Tlmt is CJnitc true, but I fiml 
in Chitty's Sta,tntes a, reff:~reuce to cmnn1on 
lnd~-dng-houses, which 111~1y Le usefuL lie 
says~ 

n The J.ct contains no definition of common lodging 
hon~e~, but in Js;;:Hhc lnw offi('crs a(lYised that the term 
as n~ed ln tlte Oommon I~o<Iging Houses ~\.et of lSjl 
consolidated by thi:-; Ac·t"-

thott is the Act of 187ii, from which the present 
Bill iR taken~ 
"hacl reference 'to that cl:.u;s of lo<lging-honsc in whi<'h 
persons ot the vom·er class arc recciYcd tor short lWt'iods, 
and though strangers to one another lodgers 
promiseuonsly brought togethen, are allowed inllahit 
one comuwn 1oom.'" 

That appeccrs to be the best definition which can 
be given to the term. 

"They were also of opinion that the term cUd not 
include hotels, i.11ns, llllhlie-houses, 01· lodgings let to 
the upper or 1111ddle classes, aud that the veriod of 
letting is n11important. With regard to the keeper, 
they advised tha.t if' the owner 1lcither resides in the 
hml~c nor cxcrei:ws control over its manag-ement. lmt 
shntdY reccivrs the rent., he cQnnot be cousidered t.he 
keC]l€1'; lmt that where the n\vner, tlwngh not residPnt 
in the house, either in person or through an agent, 
colonrably or otherwise f'"<.crciscs control over its man
agement., he mnst be considered the keeper." 
The G4th section of the Bill provides that the. 
keeper is to give a 1'8port of the per,;ons who 
have resorted to the lodging-house on the pre
vious da_y. The corre~pon(Hng ~.eution of the 
Public Health Act, upon which this is based, 
makes this compulsory upon the keeper of a 
coinrnon loLlging-honse "in which beggars or 
vagrants are received." Of course '"e 1nay 
assume that these words have been omitted 
from the Bill because we have no beggars 
or vagrants in this colony. The object of that 
section appears to be not only to enable the 
authorities to exercise control 'over this lowe•t 
class of houses, but to serve the very important 
purpose of enabling the Jnlice to ]{now where 
many of the criminal cl:1sses are in the habit of 
resorting, so that they may put their hands upon 
them when they are wanted. I shall support the 
Bill. 

Mr. JORDAN said: Mr. Speaker,--I do not 
intend to prolong the debate, but I wish to say 
that I am very glad indeed that this Bill has 

been brought before the House, and I hope it 
will be: paHse<l during the present sesHion. There 
was a time when Qneenshnrl was considered to 
be mwof thehe:dthiestof the British colonies, and, 
in fact the healthiest place in the world. I remmn
berrtbc'nlttwenty-two yearN ago, 'vhen I Wt"ts going 
to England, I got the Health. Officer to write me t1 

retnrn, which I rnight use on any suitable occa
sion, "·ith reference to the health of the colony. 
1-I e nmclt~ the rmnark, a1nnngst othel's, that 
enclmnic dii'-easr.:-; 'vere unknown, a.ncl epidernic 
disen:seK nf very rare occurrence. He could not 
say so 11ow, ·for (lneensbnd is no\V one of 
the most nnhealthv colonies of the Australian 
group. 1"'he death-rate is higher in Quoens
lancl now than in any other of the Australian 
colonieR. I know~otnd it has frequently been 
pointed out hy the Hegistrar-Ceneral~tlmt the 
high dectth-rate in Qneensh:Hl is hu-gely attri
butable to the great mortality mnongst Poly
nesians. For ~:;m11e years now a very proper 
distinction has been made in calculating the 
death-rate, and the death-rate amongst Poly
nAsians and Chinese has been c:.tleula,ted sepa
rately. But even when this cli,;tinction is made, 
the de>tth-rate here has been higher than in 
the othet· c<>lonies. I hold this is not attribut
a!Jle in any way to any peculiarity of clinmtc, 
ot· any other natuml eau~e ; but tlmt it is 
to be ascribed exclusively to the fact that, JHT

knming upon the known healthiness of .i\us .. 
tralia, ami of thiR pm-t of it in pccrticular, YYe 
hilve :1llowed our brge towns to grow up with
out "''Y thorough system of drainage and 
Hewerage~ and without proper sanitary arrange
ments. \Ye know that the death-rate in Grecct 
Britain has been going down for the last 
thirty years, lower a,nd lower, and is now 
something like only HJ per 1,000 persons; 
:1nd in some of the most hecclthy districts 
in Great Britain the ckccth rate is as low as 15 
per 1,000. \Vhen sanitation has been more 
thoroughly and properly carried out here, the 
result will !Je the same. Large sums of money 
are eYery year expended in the centres of popula
tion in Great Britain, 'md they have been most 
wi,;ely and economically expended, as they have 
brought abont an innnense saving of hun1an life. 
It costs us about £20 for every person we intro
duce into this colony, and I was very glad to hear 
the Premier say that, as we expend so much in 
populating the colony, we 1nay very fairly spend 
a Clnh.:iclerable sum of rnoney in saving life. I 
ha Ye read calculations, published from time to 
ti111e, showillg the inunense a1nount of n1oney 
which may be saved by proper application of 
"'mitary measures for the reduetion of the death
rate to what, for instance, it is in some districts 
in Great Britain, 15 per 1,000. The effect is really 
marYellous. Ibelievethe],rovisionsof this Bill are 
excellent. I have not had time to thoroughly 
stu<ly them. I ha Ye not had time, in fact, to 
read the Bill through, but, so far as I have read, 
ancl from the expbnation of the Bill by the 
Premier, I believe it is an excellent Bill. HP 
ha,; told us that it is framed on the lines of the 
Health Act of England ; nnd that is almost sutP
cient of itself to commend the Bill to us. I differ 
from the hon. member who said that the earth
closet svstem is a bad one. I know it has been 
a!Jominably cccrried ont here, and has, in conse
f[Uence, become a filthy system in the large towns 
of this colony ; and I believe a great many of the 
diseases which people suffered from here are 
attributable to the abominctble abuse of a good 
system. Twenty years ago I visited the town of 
Dorchester, ancl had the pleasure of being intro
duced to Dr. l\fnule, who introduced the earth
closet system, or rather its modern application into 
England. \V e know that the earth-closet system 
'vas known thonsandH of years ago, and was 
part of the Levitical Jaw. Dr. Moule, however, 
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introduced it in its modern application, and he 
carried it to such perfection that nothing dis
agreeable or offensive in the slightest degree was 
noticeable from its operation. Since I came to 
the colony I have carried it out myself with 
n1nch sncc0ss. It is one of those arrangernents 
which require minute care. I would commend 
to the notice of the hon. Premier a little 
pamphlet published ll short time ago by Dr. 
Bell. I daresav the Premier has read it. It 
is a valuable ]~amphlet, and in it Dr. Bell 
has carried the earth-closet system to perfec
tion, and h:cs ilhmtrated it with useful diagrams. 
He has explained the separating systern-s~pa
rating the fluid from the solid matter. The 
fluid is carried away to the sewer, and the solid 
matter is dealt with separately and deodorisccl. 
Smne of the large towns in Engln,ncl carry tha 
system tlms far: Instead of having a filthy mtrt 
going ::tbout through the night diffusing pestiferous 
odours, and awakening people out of their sleep and 
almost poisoning them, they have carts jJrovided 
with pails fitted with air-tight covers. There are 
duplicate pails for each closet. The clean pails are 
brought in the cart ; they are taken into the place, 
where the air-tight cover is fitted on to the pail 
which has been in use, the clean pail is left, and 
the other taken away in the cart without any 
nuisance whatever ariRing. Thi;:; is a very 1{0od 
syslem, and very simply and easily carried ont. 
The question wets very properly asked by the 
hon. member for Fortitucle Valley, what is to be 
done with the refuse? I certctinly object to its 
being tu,ken to South Bri.'4 bu.ne, a.s was suggest.ed 
by the hon. member for Balonne : and I would 
suggest that it be taken to somewhere near his 
residence, or near the residence of some hon. 
1nernber who needs stirring up to do some
thing in this matter. Before this Bill can be 
made effective to put a stop to preventible 
diseases, I believe we should have a system of 
national sewerage through all the towns of the 
colony. That will cost something like a million 
of money, but it will be money well expended. 
It is all very well to say th:1t this Bill provides 
subsidiary drainage, und that everyone is to be 
compelled by the municipal authorities, or 
by the bmtrd-and I think it is a very 
good arrang·ement to make the board see 
that the muncipal authorities carry out the 
provisions of the Bill-that every householder 
n1ust connnunicatB with the principal sewer. 
That is a very good thing, but where is the prin
cipal sewer to go to? \Ve ha,ve no thorough 
system of drainage in this town, und it will cost 
n, great deal of money to initiate one. Another 
matter which has had a great deal of consider
ation and attention in England, is that of 
carrying refuse matter into rivers. If the 
refuse matter is carried into the river here 
it will be brought back by the tide, and 
we shall have pestiferous matter floating on 
the river all day long. It is most important 
that all this·refuse matter should be carried away 
to some suitable place outside of the town ; and I 
believe the place known some time ago as" Childs' 
:Farm" should be secm·ed by the Government, at 
whatever cost, for that purpose, becanse it is 
lower than any place in the town. There the 
refuse matter should be taken, and there should be 
established deodol'ising works, aH in Bngland. 
It is not my intention to say much more on this 
subject, which is somewhat wearisome, but it is 
an important one because it affects the lives of 
the whole community-the lives of our children, 
and the lives of ourselves. I have myself seen 
in one larg·e town in Englancl-and I know 
such works are in existence in other large 
towns-a deodorising establishment for receiving 
and dealing with sewage. The sewage; the 
moment it comes out of the great main sewers, 
is immediately treated with milk of lime, and the 

unpleasant odour at once disappears, sa·· that 
there is no nuis:.nce at all about the works them
selves, and they are no annoyance to the 
neighbours. \Vhen the sewage has been in 
contact with milk of lime for some hour-- the solid 
matter settles to the bottom, and the water on 
the top, after a certain time, being deprived 
of all noxious matter, i.< run otf into the 
river and is perfectly inodorous. The solid 
matter is then taken out and burnt, and makes 
lt very valnal,le cement-equal to the be"t Roman 
cenwnt-\vhich 111ight be u::;ecl for n1aking our 
pathways and for c.ther pnrposrs. That in 
itself would go a great wa.y towards pay
ing for the whole systen1 of trea,ting our 
sewage. Speaking of the rnortaJity in thi~ 
colony, I say the high percentage is dne to the 
greftt mortality in the centre" of population. 
The mortnlity generally, as separated from the 
mortality in the towns, is low, and I believe if 
we ha.d sanitary arrangentents in the large to\VllR 
equal to that of the other colonies we shonlrl 
haYe a lower death-rate than in many of the 
colonies of Australi>t; <llld to bear that out I will 
read a few figures which go to prove what. I 
say. The death-rate in the whole colony, m 
1882, exclusive of Polynesittns, was only 1:3'8"1. 
It was very low tlmt ye>tr, but the death-mte 
that same year in the subnrbs of this city of 
Brisl1ane was 2G'G4. That speab for itself. 
In the municipality, it touched 1G per 1,000. 
In the brge towns the average death-r:1te wa.s 
1D·7J4, and in the country the death-rate wets 
Hi ·02. I think those figures tell us pretty 
plainly that if we had a complete sanitary 
Hystmn carried ont in our towns, cmn bined with 
a thorough systern of stnverage, we ~hould reduce 
the death-rate of the whole colony by several 
thousands <Jf persons in the year. 

"'l'he Regh;trar-General of England, in his annual 
report, generally gives the mortality of the large"t towns 
iu England and \Ynles, and from the~e Ueath-rates it 
will be seen by compal'ison that our Queensland to·wus 
are more unhealthy than some of the great centres of 
population in the old country, altllongh we know 
nothing of the hunger and cold which 1H'O\'cs so fatal, 
especially in tbe winter season of the year, in tho,e 
densely crowded places." 
That was from the Eegistrar-General'" report for 
1882. And again- · 

"The cost of sewerage in towns has been given l)y 
Richard Rawlinson, ESl1., C.E .. l•'.G.S., l~ngineering Sani
tary Commis~ioner to the British army in Llle Crimea, 
thus :~' 'l'hr cost of 1nain sewers, taken at a rongh 
average, may be stated to be about £1 stC'rling per head 
ot' the lH>lmlation. 'l'he cost of house drainage varit>, 
with cirf'mnstanees. but in tmvns, stated in round num 
here, the cost, on the \V hole, will be equal to the cost of 
main sewers--about £1 per bend of the population.'" 
Ithink this Health Bill will prove \'ery efficacious, 
but beyond that we want a complete system of 
drainage in our large towns. If the <lovernn1ent 
were to put then1selves in conununieation with 
JHr. HawlinHon and other gentlemen who have 
been connected with this subject for many years, 
and who are authorities on sanitary reform in 
Great Britain, they would obtain a mass of infor
mation in the brief est possible form, which would 
indicate to them what would be the right course to 
adopt in saving the lives of our people in this 
colony by sanitary arrangements in the grent 
centres of population. Failing that, it would he 
worth while to appoint a Hoyal Commission to 
rnake inquiries, and to exan1ine the Heqistrar
Geneml, Dr. Cannan, and other gentlemen who 
have been many years in the colony, and who 
could compare the mortality in the altered 
condition of the colony now with what it was 
twenty years ago. They would give us invalu
able information which would enable the Govern
ment to arrange a complete system which would 
effectually meet the case. 

Question put and passed; ancl committal of 
the Bill made an Order of the Day for to- morrow. 
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IM;\IIGR.\TION ACT OF 1882 AMEKD
MENT BILL-COMMITTEE. 

On the motion of the PRK:YIIER, the Speaker 
left the chair, and the House resolved itself into 
a Committee of the ·whole to consider the 
Bill. 

The PREMIER moved that the pre;1mble be 
postponed. 

The HoN. SIR T. MciLWHAITH said that 
this little unpretentious Bill was one of the most 
irnvortantrneasures the Governn1ent had brought 
before the House this session. No doubt the 
hon. Colonial Secretary did full justice to the 
measurefromhis point of view, but he failed in thi.s 
respect : that the conutry had not understood the 
provisions of the Bill, or how it would operate. 
Everyone knew, and both sides of the House 
would give him (Sir T. Mcilwraith) credit for 
this : that whether in office or out of office 
he had always advocated a strong stream of 
imrpigration from the mother-country to our 
shores. Consistently, he had r•arried that prin
ciple out, and had done it under an amount 
of personal unpopulm·ity which the hrm. gentle
man, he did not think, had felt yet ; and 
it was because he considered that the Bill 
aimed the most serious blow th:1t had yet 
been aimed at imrnigration to Qneen~land, 
that he took the stand tlmt he intended to 
take aga.nst it. The hon. member, in intro
dncing the Bill, put it on these grounds: that 
the country had decirledly shown at the last 
general election that it would not htwe any 
black labour imported into the colony. This 
was the remedy for that. He admitted, with 
the hon. m em her,- that the verdict of the con
stituencies was most decidedly to that effect ; 
but he thought that the matter was not put 
properly befclre the constituencies. The decision 
that they came to was, unmistalwbly, that they 
would have no black labour here; but had the 
alteration which the Colonial Secretary proposed 
been put before the constituencies, as hrm. mem
bers would see it was put before them before 
the Bill passed, he was just as satisfied that 
their verdict would have been as unmistalml1ly 
against the provisions of the Bill. ·what was 
it that the h,m, gentleman said ? "The sugar 
industry, the planter' say, cannot he carried 
on without bbck labour." 'The constituencies of 
the colony said, "\Ve will m•t have black 
labour." Then the hon. gentleman came for
ward and said, ''This inclnstry slmll not perish; 
we will provide a means by w hi eh you will he 
enabled to carry on your industry, and make it 
as profitable, possibly,· as it was before." In 
order to do that he came to a conclusion that 
must certainly startle the working men of the 
colony when it was properly put before them. 
1J p to the present time the sugar-growers had 
imported their own labour; they had been at the 
exclusive expense of bringing those men to the 
colony. No Government aiel had in any shape 
been given to the sugar-planters. They had 
brought their own labour and paid for it., and 
had received no aiel whatever. The propo
sition brought forward by the hrm. member 
was simply this-" The constituencies have de
cided that you shall not have bl:1ck labour, and 
we come forward with the alternative that we 
will give you your labour at the expense of the 
people of the colony." This was one of the most 
extraordinary conclusions to come to, and involved 
a most serious consideration on the part of the 
colony. He regretted it, for the reason he had 
always felt that they were on most touchy 
ground with the working men of the colony 
when they dealt in any shape with innnigrn,tion. 
They looked with the utmost jealousy upon it. 
He thought he was not going far wrong when he 
said that the most educated constituencies in the 

colonies had decided that they should have no 
im1uigra.tion in any sluqJe or forn1 subsidised 
by the State from :b:uropean countries, He 
referred to the unmistakable verdict of Vic
toria, and to the repettted verdict of K ew South 
\Vales, on the same subject. There the amount 
of immigration that was supported by the 
State was far too little for the country, and far 
too little for its prosperity; for it had always 
been held by statesmen of all classes that it was 
touchy gr•mncl on which to approach the working 
men. If the working men were once alive to the 
clanger that they must expect from a Bill of the 
present kind, then the verdict would be just as 
unmist.tkably that they should have no immigra
tion from the old country subsidised by the State, 
as they expressed that they should luwe no black 
labour whatever. With great regret he would 
have accepted the decision as it was-that they 
should have no black labour-for he did not 
consider that the sugar plantations could be car
ried on without it; but the only alternative put 
before them by the Colonial Secretary was a non 
sequituJ·-a nonsequitu?'that he was sure would not 
be endori>ed by the working men of the colony. 
The Colonial Secretary said to the sug·ar-planters 
in effect-" vVe believe tlutt you cannot grow 
sug-ar unless yon have labour at a certaip price ; 
yon have been importing cheap labour at your 
own expense, but \Ve will bring in J~nropean 
labour for you, and pay the expense ; and not only 
the expense of that labour, but the whole expense 
of bringing the wives and children of those 
labourers to the colony." \Yho would pay for 
that lmt the people of the colony? In what 
respect were working rnen interested in 1naking 
smmr pay, when it involved the necessary 
conclnsion that they mnst reduce the wages of 
the labourers in such a way that wages in every 
other department of labour in the colony must 
also be reduced. They must be reduced. They 
could not reduce the >vages on sugar plantations 
for European labour, without reducing wages 
all over the colony. They mig·ht bring those 
labourers on to the sugar plantations, hut 
previous experience showed that they wonld 
not stop there when they found that they 
had been brought to work for a lower rate 
of wages than was paid in other parts of 
the country; and the effect would be that 
they would spread all over the colony, and 
reduce the price for every other kind of labour 
in the colony clown to the same pitch. Take a 
cask open at the top ; it did not matter whether 
they took the water out of the top or took it out 
of the bottom-clown went the water. And if 
thev introduced a larg-e amount of cheap l<thom· 
int(; the colony the result would be to bring clown 
the price of labour every>vhere. \:Vhy should they 
bring clown the price of labonr everywhere? At 
the present time Queensland offered in Enrope 
the best wag·es that labouring- men could find 
in any part of the world, and this had had 
the effect of indncing a great many immi 
<>rants to come to the colonies dnring the rast 
two or three years. \V as it not a f:1ct patent to 
anyone who had studied the subject of immi
gnition that that was the best inducement they 
could possibly offer? And what would be the 
effect of that Bill? The immediate effect would 
be to lower wages all over the colony; and the men 
who would pay for lowering the_ wages were the 
very 1nen who were interested in maintaining a 
g-ood rate of wages-who made their living by 
labour; and those men were actually asked by the 
Government to bring labour into the colony in 
order to lower their own wages. He defied the 
hon. gentleman to explain the Bill to any meet 
ing of working n1en in the colony, and ask their 
verdict on the matter. The subject had not been 
debated very much out of doors, much to his 
astonishment. It was inevitable that the effect 
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would be as he had stated-that those very 
labourers, brought out here :;imply because they 
\Vere cheap, and J£uropean-bronght in to buoy 
up an industry that it was said would bil unless 
they wore introduced-would lower the price of 
labour in every part of the colony. But suppos
ing the measure had not that effect-supposing 
that by any strictness in the law, or by any in
[ieniousarrangements made by the Colonial Secre
tary, those men were confined to the plantations 
and kept there, what would be the result? \Vhy, 
they would have a far more servile class than the 
In en who were here now- rr1en brong-ht out 
here to buoy· up an industry that couldc not do 
without them, and not allowed to work as free 
men in other parts of the country. That would 
be a far worse state of affairs than existed at 
present. Hon. members would not foruet~-for 
it 'Nm; only two year~ ago-what was th~ con(li
tion of the colony when he introduced the 
Immigration Act. Business was dull, the 
colony was not well known, and they had very 
great difficulty in filling their ships with the 
quantity of men that they were willing to bring 
out. The number obtained was not supplied by 
voluntary enlistment of the people, at home ; 
they had to be beaten up, and the colony had 
actually to take a class of men that they would 
otherwise not have accepted. That was only 
two years ago, and then every inducement ,..,,as 
offered to immigrants. The Act provided for 
non1ina,ted, indented, and hee iu1n1igrants. 
There was a clause introduced into the Act
clause 17-by the hon. the Colonial Secretary, 
the operation of which had been vei·y 
much misunderstood. That clause was pro
plsed and advocated as a means Ly which a 
Lliffercnt class of immigrants would Le brought 
out than was provided for in indented 
iunnigrants. It vvas urn,ecl that men ·with smue 
capital-men with means-men with, at all 
event;,, £200 or £300-would not like to come 
out in immigrant ships, as long as they did not 
con1e as Government in1migrnnts. He did not 
think at the time that the clause would have mnch 
effect; nor had it had any effect in the way ex
pected, but he was glad the clau.~c passecl, because 
it was conducive to an irnn1ense auwunt of saving 
in the cost of immigration, and had induced 
their own countrymen to come to these shores. 
Si nee then, the prosperity of Queensland had been 
great, and there was sc»rcely an industry that 
was not in a thriving condition. He did not 
want to take any credit for it. He might, how
ever, say, that the late administration, of which 
was the head, harl b1ken every opportunity to 
bring the colony before the world, and the con
sequence was that the people looked upon it as a 
most favourable field for immigration. In 
J~ngland, at the present time, under the cbuse 
to which he had referred, they could get as 
many men as they liked to come out, and pay 
one-half their passage money. 'l'hey could get 
some ship companies to bring out any number they 
liked; in fact the companies had proved them
selves to be better immigration agents than the 
Govemment. They could therefore get any amount 
of immigrants from the old country at the 
present time willing, as he had said, to p»y one
half their passage money. Under those circum
stances, one asked at once where was the neces
sity for bringing in th:1t Bill? They could get 
the hest agricultural labourers in J~ngland to 
come to the colony now, but they would 
not get men to come out here who would 
be servile enough to work out three years on sugar 
plantations, as the hon. gentleman desired. They 
could get Bnglbh labourer,; to come nut in any 
quantity; and why should they provide for the 
intt·oduction of a class of men, for whom the 
Government would lmve to pay the whole of the 
pas:;age money-for the one pound that had to be 

paid was a mere bagatelle? \Vhat was the use 
of introducing a scheme of that sort ? Only to 
flood the colony with cheap lahor. \Vhy, in the 
name of common sense, when they could get their 
own countrymen to come here under the present 
lnw, should they go to a foreign country for 
immigrants, and pay the whole expense of their 
introduction ? That was a question which the 
hrm. gentleman had to answer, and which the 
constituencies lmd to answer. Brisbane, 1\fary
borough, Townsville, and Rockhampton, and 
other towns along the coast bad not considered 
the question; they had not the_ slightest 
notion what was the effect of the B1ll. They 
did not realise it. They did not consider that 
the men who had spoken to them at the late 
election as the hon. gentleman had done 
would have the audacity to put such a pro
posal before the House. The planters would 
be the greatest fools in the world to accept 
such labom. And the inevitable result would 
be that when the working men of the colony 
knew what it meant-that thev were asked 
to contribute out of their earnings towards 
the introduction of men to make a non-paying 
industry a paying industry-they would tum 
round and say, "vVhy should we pay for the 
introduction of cheaper bbour?" He had drawn 
attention to the eifect of the action of the late 
l\1ini8try, in regan1 to innnigra,tion, on \V ages in 
the cqlonv ; and he had pointed out that it was 
a matter "they should approach with the greatest 
caution. They knew how touchy the working men 
were on the point ; they saw by the experience 
of the otl,er colonies that before now they 
had put their foot on immigration in any shape 
or form; anrl why should the Government come 
forward with such a scheme at the present time ? 
Did they think the constituencies would not 
understand it-that they could not see its effect 
-that its inevitable effect would be to reduce 
wag<Js all over the colony, and that men would 
be forced out of the colony into the other 
colonies? It would not only have the effect of 
levelling down the wages in the colony, but also 
the wages in the other colonies ; so that the hon. 
gentleman had undertaken a task far beyond his 
powers. He would sec those men go out as fast 
as they came in, a, long as they found bigger 
wages in the other colonies. The late Govern
ment had brought immigration to such a point 
that the working men of England were willing 
to pay a large arrwunt for their passage n1oney, 
and they could get plenty of labourers, mechanics, 
and men of all descriptions to come on those 
terms. But now it was proposed to bring out 
a class of labour for the express purpos@ of 
reducing wn,ges; because, as he said. before, 
the only reason for the introduction of the 
Bill was to make a non-paying industry a pay
able one, and that must be done by bringing 
down wages. But the effect of introducing a 
lower class of labour would be to stop immigra
tion from the old country. 'l'he time was when 
they had to hunt up every man willing to come 
to the colony, but now there were any number 
anxious to come ; and if they baulked those 
men by taking away the work to which they 
looked forward, the natural stream of immigra
tion would be stopped; and if the proposed stream 
went on it would be at double the expense. 
'rhat the Government contemplated a lower 
class of labour the Bill itself showed. The 
clause which the Bill was intended to repeal 
was never meant for such a purpose. The 
Premier glossed it over by saying it was a 
mistake that no provision was made for 
bringing out the families of indented 
labourer$. Bnt it was never the intention 
of Parliament to bring ont those families ; it 
was their intention, seeing that good workmen 
were recJuired in different districts, to offer them 
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the sccme inducements ccs ordinccry labourers to 
conw to the colony. If it had been hinted 
at the time the clccuse was introduced that 
it could posoibly be used to bring- out a la1·ge 
body of lal1ourers to nmke " non-paying in
dustry payable, not two members would have 
voted for it. It was never intended that the 
wives ccnd fmnilies of indented labourers should 
lJe brought out under the clause at the expense 
of the Government-and why should they? The 
1nen ·were brought out to earn good \vage.s, 
that they might c;ccve enough to send for 
their fallJi!ies. It might be ccsked, "\Vhy 
ohould they bring out the wives ccnd fami
lies of nmninated paRHengers ?" But umninated 
]mssengers were alwccys looked upon as the best 
cht~H of irnmigrants, because they were recruited 
by their friends who had already been sucessful 
in the colony, and privileges were extended to 
them which were never intended to be given to the 
ut hers. There was no doubt as to the meaning 
of the Bill. It was intended to carry out cc 
promise made lJy the hon. member during· the 
elections. That was perfectly plain, and wus 
shown in the plainest way by the speech of the 
hon. gentleman. The Premier said the count17 
had decided not to have coolies. Ko doubt 
they had so decided; and if the question wore put 
to the country now they would decide it in the 
~ame way. But they never decided on the alter
native the hon. gentleman now put forward-an 
alternative which, if put to the country, would be 
scouted by the men who placed him in the position 
he now held. The hon. gentlenum said in effect 
that the sugar industry did not pay, but that if 
the ]Jlanter> got cheap labourers for 10s. or 15s. 
a week-cheap ·labour, at all events-if they 
got those men at the expense of the taxpayers of 
the colony, they would avoid the nagging a.nd 
hamssing policy of the present Government. 
And the labouring men of the colony had not 
had time to reflect on thcct position. They saw 
cle;uly enough that the nagging, haru8::;ing policy 
of the Go1 ernment had resulted in the reduc
tion of \Yages, ln throv.,ring a good nun1ber of 
white men out of employment of which they 
had plenty before, and to which they formerly 
looked forward with certainty ; but they 
ht1d not seen the remedy proposed-that men 
should be brought from England and the conti
nent of Europe, who would do whcct the working 
men who had as yet come to the colony would 
never do-that was, reduce the wages of the 
working men all over the colony. That wns 
what the Bill aimed at. And the fact that the 
proposed laLour was of a lower clai3s, so far as 
wealth was concerned, was proved by the fact 
thttt the. Bill was an >11nendment on a Bill which 
provided t~at £2 sh<mld be paid by the immi
grant or Ins employer for the passage of each 
indented immigmnt. The hon. member came 
in and said-and it was cutting it very fine-that 
there was a class of men who could not afford 
£2; but they rnust have sorne guarantee, so they 
would take £1. Then he proposed to bring out the 
wives a.t £1, and the children at 10.,. each. 'fhose 
were the bare provisions of the Bill. But the 
hon gentlernccn lmd to answer one thing. IV ere 
the working rnen of the colony going to I JUt their 
hands into their. pockets to pccy for the bringing 
out of labourers, the effect of whose presence 
would be to reduce their own wages? It was plain 
that he must answer thcct C[Uestion, because not 
only the effect, but the design also, of the Bill was 
to reduce the price of wages. The working men 
\vould have their wage~ lowered in every in
dustry, and would be asked by the Government 
to pay for that reduction. The country did not yet 
understccnd the I3ill, but he had not the slightest 
doubt that before it went through committee they 
would thoroughly understccnd what its effect 
would be. The hon. gentleman would find that 

his own constituents did not agree with him. He 
clmllonged him to call a public meeting in 
Brisbane, ccnd explain the effect of the Bill to it 
at the present time. If the hon. gentleman 
would do so, he (Sir T. MeT! wraith) would go 
alongside llin1 and give his version of the n1atter, 
and he had very little doubt as to on which side 
the meeting would be. The inevitable effect of 
the Bill would be the reduction of wage,, as even 
the hon. gentleman admitted; but in the sccme 
sentence he grl\'e the alternative by asking 
whether they would not rather hccve wages 
lowered, than have a horde of coolies ccnd kanakas 
coming into the country. But the hon. gentle
man was in error. Because it had been decided 
that the colony "as not to have coolies and 
kamdms, it did not follow that they were to 
have a horde of cheap labourers to destroy the 
chances of the working llJctn in the colony. 
\Vhatever contingency arose it was quite certain 
that the working men of the colony would not con
sent to have an Act passed to bring out cheap 
labour to compete with them and lower their 
honest wages. He had said nothing about the 
Germe~n question; but he had hinted that it 
was perfectly clear that the hon. gentleman 
intended to get a class of immigrants into the 
country who possessed qualities which were not 
to be found amongst their own countrymen. It 
was a matter of indifference to him-and he had 
always held the same opinions in the House
what the German people might think about it, 
but he heed a! ways held that it was their first duty 
to bring out men from their own native country 
-·everything else being equal-in preference to 
any continental cmmtry. At the present time 
there were men willing to come out from Great 
Britain on very g·ood terms to the colony-thcct was 
by thernselycs paying a very large arnount of 
their passage money, if they were only allowed to 
work at the profitable industries that already 
existed in the colony. He therefore combated 
the notion of goinM' to a greater expense in 
bringing out men with the on!;; olJject of redu
cing wccges in the colony. He did not care what 
the result of his remarks might be on the 
German vote ; he spoke out to the people of 
Queensland ; and he was quite sure that if the 
Gernmns did not understand the politics of the 
country now they would understand them before 
very long, when they got better guides than they 
now heed. He believed there wets no class in the 
community to whom political (jucstions had been 
more grossly misrepresented than to the Germans. 

Mr. ISAMBERT : Certainly not. 

The HoC!. Sm T. MciL\\'RAITH said he 
would tell the Committee the reason why some 
Germans voted ccgainst him at the late elections. 
One adviser of the Germans, in a position 
ttnalogous to that held by the hon. member for 
Rose wood, went roundtmd told those men-with 
whom he had always been on good terms, with 
whom he had been friendly, whose families he 
had helped, and whose sons and daughters he 
heed employed-told them both verbally and in 
writing that if Mcilwraith was returned the 
first thing he would do on getting into power 
would be to call in the title-deeds of their 
estates, and convey all the land back to the 
squatters. :Men who would listen t.o aclvisers 
such as the hon. member for Hosewnod, showed 
that they had not got to that point of perfection 
in their education as electors which he, cct all 
events, desired to see. No doubt the Germans 
were in many respects good citizens, but they 
were not going to sacrifice the whole colony for 
them. But the Colonial Secretccry, as heed always 
been the case, was in politics wagged by the 
tail of his party~ The hon. gentleman had never 
been in any position where he was not directly 
influenced by men who had nothing like his 
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idercs. He (Sir T. J\IcT!wmith) admired the 
ability of the Colonircl i:>ecrebry, but he never 
saw him devote it to the good of the country by 
putting sound legislrction before it. The :VIinister 
for \Vork,.., hnd got the hon. gentlmua.n into 1nany 
a ..;crape, and the hon. 1Uen1bcr for lto~ewood was 
getting him into a scrape at the present time; 
because if he believed that the working chsses 
-the renl elector"" of the colony-were going to 
pennit the v,:holP;,ale in11nigration of chenp labour 
from },;nrope to do away with kanakas on the 
Hnga.r plantationH, he wa:-; very 1nuch n1i::;taken. 
No doubt the working men did not believe in 
lmnakas and coolies. That f[Uestion had been 
settled by them so far, and he would take their 
verdict. llut w ha.t he asserted was that they 
did not believe in cheap European iunnigration 
either; and when they understood the effect of 
the present Bill they would be the first to scout 
it and turn out of power the men who now sat 
on the Government benches. 

The PREJ\:fiEH said that, as the hon. gentle
man was not present during the debate on the 
second reading of the Bill, it was only fair that 
he should have an opportunity of expressing· his 
views upon it on the motion in Committee for the 
postponement of the preamble. After listening 
carefully to the hem. gentleman, he wondered if 
he really unden;tood how flatly he had contra
dicted himself. The hon. gentlemltn began by 
saying that he had alwc.ys been in hvour of the 
introduction of immigrants at the State expense, 
and then went into an ebbomte rcrgument 
to show that the introduction of immi
grants at the State expense was the most 
dangerous thing for the welfare of the 
colony that could possible be resorted to-using 
the stock arguments of the omtors of Sydney and 
J\Ielbourne-bec,use it would neccssrcrily have 
the effect of reducing the wages of the working 
men-his great friends-and tlmt they would very 
soon see through the evil intentions of persons 
who proposed to do anything so diabolical rtgainst 
their interests. Surely the hon. gentleman was 
aware that what had always been urged against 
the introduction of immigmnts at the ;)tate 
expense was that it necessarily reduced wages. 
\Vhat was the justification for introducing labour 
into the colony "'t the expense of the State? 
'There could only be one poss.ible justification, 
and that was that there was not in the colony at 
the time sufficient labour, and that it was worth 
their while to spend money, if necessary, for the 
purpnRe of introducing nwre labour. If thev were 
tointroducemore labour than they wanted; either 
wttges would b0 reducer! or the labourers would 
leave the colony ; hut if thev did not, he failed 
to see how either result could be brought abmct. 
rrhc hon. gentlenl:1ll used sorne strange argu~ 
ments, and he (the Premier), muct be pardoned 
if he forgot some of them. He would refer only 
to those that struck him most forcibly. The 
hon. gentleman sairl that during the late elections 
the working men-he. (the Premier) preferred 
to call them the electors- made up their 
minds that they would have no coolies. He 
was glad the hrm. gentleman recognised that 
f<tct. He also contended that the prevailing rate 
of wages in the colony would be the lowest rate. 
He (the Premier) was C[uite prepm·ed to concede 
tlmt. But what was the hon. gentleman's 
panacea? lllttck labour. 

The HoN. Sm T. J\iciLWRAITH: I did 
not say so. 

The PRKl\IIER said that had been the hon. 
gentleman's consistent policy, and he did not 
suppose he was a con vert to the views of the 
electors, although he ttdmitted the existing fact 
that they had declared agrcinst the introduction 
of coolies. He maintained that the prevail
ing rate of wages would be the lowest rate. 

If the lowest rate was tlmt at which Asbtics 
wonl(l work, that would be the ruling rate. 
J f e g:we the electors credit f<>r knowing all 
about their own affairti, and nhont the intcr~Rt~ 
of the colo11y, and lJeing able to see through 
the transparent bllacies of the hem. gentle
Dlan; and he would continue to give thern 
credit for it. They knew what had been 
pointed out over and over again-that they 
woul<l have to choose between competition with 
l~uropcan and competition with ~\siatic labour. 
They knew that trmt was the alternative, and 
he had no doubt what the answer would he. They 
would compete with their equals. The hon. 
gentlem,,n said that the basis of the Bill was 
-be put the words into his (the Premier's) 
mouth-" The planter must · have cheap 
labour ; we recognise that they must have 
labour nt a 11)\Y price, and we propo~e to give 
it." ::'\ow he (the Premier) entirely repu
diated thrct statement. He bad never used 
any such argnrnent, either inside or outside 
the Hmme. It was an argument which the 
hem. gentleman himself and his friends had 
for some time past been trying to put into 
the mouths of the Government. But the 
Government were f[Uite sure the electors 
would not believe all they were told about 
them. They had been so long listening to the 
kind of rnisre1Jre.sentation used againt~t the 
Government and their policy that they were not 
likely to believe all that was im]mtecl to them. 
'The Government, he said, ha.cl ne,·er used any 
such argument; and the planters themselves, 
though they were not always consiHtent, en1phati~ 
cally disclttimed any such idea. They said-"\Ve 
do not 'vant cheap labour by any moam;. \Ye 
have no complaint about the price of labour; 
what we compbin of is that we cannot get it. 
\Vhere is the labour? vVe have no desire for 
che.1p labour." That was what they said, not 
in.,ide, but outside the House. \Vhen he had 
spoken on the subject he lmel always warnecl 
them that if they expected Europeans to come 
to the colony and work for lower than the 
current rate of \va,ges they \vere 1naking an 
egregious mistake. Only last week, in speaking 
to a deputation that waited on him with reg-tud 
to the Labour question, he stated that they must 
understand that any Europeans engaged to corne 
out here would be made fully acquainted with the 
state of affairs in the colony, the nature of the 
work they would have to do, and the ruling rate 
of wages ; and thnt if they attempted to engage 
rcny labourer" on any different tenus they must 
expect to meet with failure. Let tlmt be dis
tinctly understood. If the planters could not get 
their work done without reducing the r,'tte of 
wages for European labour, then he was sorry 
for them, but he conld not help it. The Govern
ment were willing to do what they could to get 
them labour. The hon. gentlemen who 
led the Opposition also said that at the 
present time they could get any quantity of 
agricnlturallahomers from Engbnd; lmt he (the 
Premier), with the experience and the history 
of the last few months-with the history of 
what happened before-had found that it was 
the most diflicult class of labour to get. Ships 
could be crowded with htbourers of every other 
class; but agricultural labour was the most diffi
cult of all to get. 'The difficulties were almost 
insuperable. 'The hon. gentleman said that during 
his adn1ini~::;tration they were able to bring agricul
tural labourers out. He (the Premier) found 
the contrary ; he found that a great portion 
of the men were entirely unfit for agricultural 
htbour. Even with .expresR directions given, and 
with the altered aclmini,tration of the London 
Office, he was rohliged to say that the pro
portion of agri~ulturallabourers was still insuffi' 
cient. \V hen he took office, he found that free 
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passages were given to all classe.s. One of the 
first acts of the present Government was i.o order 
that free passages be giYen only to agricultural 
labourers and single women. :::\in cc then, when 
every effort had been used, they had been unable 
to get a sufficient supply. They did not, there
fore, intend t.o confine their efforts to England. 
He had said that they did not in any way be
lieve that it wonld reduce the rate of wages in 
this colony. 

The Hox. Sm T. l\IciL\VILUTH: 'l'he hon. 
member admitted, in his speech, that it would 
reduce it. 

The PREMIER : He was glad the hon. gentle
man had reminded him of that. The be't ;my of 
answering such a statement was to quote the 
words he used, as reported in H!t1na1·d on the (ith 
of August:-

c' Then we are t.old, as against this argument., and as an 
attem1,t to frighten the white labourers of 1l1is colony, 
that the introrlnction of labour from ·Europe -..v-illrerlncc 
the rate of wages. vren, suppo::-;ing it cli<l, which "·ould 
be the better-t,hat the rate of wages ;.:hould he 
dimi.nlshed to a small extent, Ol' tflat the white labour 
should be driven out of the field, no; it certainly "·onld 
be ? rudonbtt~11ly the introduction of lJlacl( lalJour 
\Youlfl in one sen~c prevent the decrease of }~uropran 
lahonrcrs' wages in the Held, hocau:-3c no Em·o11Can 
labourers woula he employed at all." 

All the Government proposed to do was to intro
duce J<;uropean blJour; and no one SU]J!JOSPd 
that European labourer, would be likely to 
remain as they were. They would remain as 

.labourers for a year or two, and then they would 
no longer labour for others, but for thmnsel ws 
and families. That waR distinctly different to 
the policy of the hon. membe~· ; and the 
sooner the diotinction was recognised the better. 
He (the Premier) denied that, in order to 
make what the hem. member called a non
paying industry into a ]Xtying indnstry, it 
\Vas necessary to reduce the rate of wages. 
The hon. gentleman octid it was. If the 
sngar industry could not exist without re
ducing the rate of wages of the European popu
lation, then he was sorry for it ; but the planters 
themselves said otherwise. They said they were 
prepared to pay a fair rate for labour. A pro· 
position bad been mn.de to the Govemment to 
introduce thousands of labourers at 10s. a week. 
K o hon. member had moved for a return of 
the correspondence with regard to that subject'; 
but he intimated to the persons who made 
that re1ue.st that the manner in which they 
made it indicated that wbat they asked was 
absurd, and that it was not intended to be car
ried out in a way to be beneficial to themselves 
or to the country. If any person thought 
that the Government were going to help them 
to reduce the rate of wages of Europeans 
to 10s. a week, they were mig-htily mistaken. 
'fhe Government would take all sort., of care 
that labourers were made aware of the current 
rate of wages in this colony. They were quite 
willing to deal with the planters in every spirit 
of fair pby. But let him say at once-be 
might as well say it now-that if the planters or 
any other class liked to place themselYes in 
ho,tility to the rest of the community, then 
the weakest must go to the wall. The Gov
ernment tvere not going to bring out n1en 
to work at less than a fair rate of wages. 
He had indicated that outside the House. He 
wished it to be distinctly understood by the 
electors of the colony that the issne between them 
was that which he had often put into plain words 
before now-Europe against Asia. That was the 
question ; let them understand one another. If 
they agreed that they were going to look to Europe 
for labour, they could help one another tn look 
for it and get it. The hon. gentleman had said~ 
though it had nothing to do with thi;; Bill-that 

the phmters had been injured by the "na;:;gin;;·, 
hara.,sing" policy of the Uovermnent. He wished 
the hem. gentleman would say what he meant. 
The difficulty he funnel was that he could not 
get hon. gentlemen to say what they meant. 
\Vhat did he mean by the "haras8ing" policy of 
the Goverrnnent? 

The Hox. Sm T. ::\IciLWEAITH: I will tell 
you directly. 

'rhe PRKl\IIEI~ : If the hon. gentleman i,; 
going to tell me, I will not say anything about 
it till he does ,;o, 

The Hm1. Sm T. ::\fciLWIL\ITH: Go on; 
se~y what you luwc to say. 

The PHE::\IIER: The only ''nagging, haraFt<· 
inf; ., policy helmdhean\ of yet had been in the steps 
the Government hacl taken to retrieve the credit 
of the colony rtnel prevent the infamous abuses 
of the South Sett I 'lllnd traffic. 'fhat had been 
spoken of in various parts of the colony as the 
"nagging, haras~ing" policy of the G-ovennnent. 
He should like to know what else the hon. gen
tleman meant. If he was going to stand up as 
clmmpion for these abuses, be (Mr. Griflith) had 
no objection to his cloing so. The hem. gentle
man also said that the 17th clause of the Immi
gration Act lmd not wm·ked in the way in which 
it was intende<l. The 17th chmse of the Immi
gration Act had heen brought into or•eration, 
cvit!ent]y with the clesire that it should not 
work at "all. It had been successfnl to a very 
great extent, but it hacl been abused. \Vhen he 
went into office, he found it was ,;imply a 
Hcheme by which ~hipowners were enabled to 
fill their ships with any persons they chose 
to :-;end. 'rhere were ab:::;olutely no restrictions, 
no ;;,afeguards, no precautions whatever; it 
was simply a matter of speculation with the 
shipowners. Thn.t was all changed now, and 
a t•etter class of people was coming under the 
17th clause of the Immigration Act. The 
b on. gentleman had not addrc~sed himself 
to the rmwisions of this Bill ; he had addressed 
himself at large to the immigrn.tion policy 
of the (+overnincnt. He ('VIr. Griffith) did 
not think there was any necessity to go 
into the matter at greater length, as he lutd 
already spoken once on the main principle of the 
measure. Be had indicated what the Govern
ment proposed to do. They recognised the insuffi
ciency of the supply of agricultural labour in the 
colony, and they believed it would pay the 
colony to introduce wore of that class of labour. 
They conic\ not get it all from Jongland, even if 
it were desirable to do so, but they knew that 
there were in other parts of Europe people of a 
most desirable class, not only for agricultural 
labourers, but for permanent colonists-men who 
in an especial manner would settle on the land, 
cultivate it, and live upon it, and make homes 
for their families and their children after them. 
They also knew that, in some parts of Europe, 
the in 'ults that had been levelled against them 
by hon. members who for a time occupied con
sj,icuous positions in the colony hn.d not done 
the colony any good ; but nevertheless they be
lieved they could settle the land of the country in 
that way. They desired when they spent the 
public money in introducing 1 .eo] lle into this colony 
that the people they introduced should be people 
who would themselves settle upon and occupy the 
lands-that was to say, agriculturists. Those were 
the people it was specially profitable to introduce 
at the expense of the State ; and it was with the 
object of facilitating the introduction of such 
people that this Bill was brought in, as well as 
with a view to incre'tsing the supply of a class of 
labour which at the present time wa8 admittedly 
deficient. But to say that they had any inten
tion of i·educing the rate of wages \Y.ts perfectly 
absurd. The hon. gentleman had appealed to 
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the electors, and, no doubt, some day he 
would hrwe nn opportnnity of getting their 
views. He (?llr. Griffith) was C[nite sure the 
electors of this colony understood the matter 
qnite as clearly as the hon. gentleman himself, 
and many of them n gTeat deal more clearly, if 
they were to judge by the contmrlictory speech 
with which he had fa,voured them. 

The Ho". Sm T. MciLvVEAITH said 
he was g-lad the hon. member had made the 
speech he had made, because it had proved that 
he did not understand the sound principles upon 
which immigration should be carried on in this 
country. He had told them as plainly as pos
sible-ignoring altogether the disastrous results 
of immigration to Victoria and New South 
Wales-that the inevitnble result of the intro
duction of labour must be to reduce wages. 

The PREMIER : I did not say anything of 
the kind. I said that was your argument, and 
proceeded to combat it. 

The Ho". Sm T. MciLWRAITH: I took 
down the hon. member's words. \Vhat in the 
name of common sense has the hon. member 
been speaking of? 

The PREMIER : I said you were trying to 
prove that. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH said the 
hon. member appeared to think he would get 
over the matter by thoroughly misundersbnding 
every argument he had u,c.erl. He would take 
care, at all events, that the country should not 
misunder:stand that argument. He (Sir T. 
j\ifcilwrarth) contended that the introduction of 
labour, assisted to any extent by the State, ought 
not to have the effect of reducing the wages of the 
working men of the country. He had not only 
repeated that, but had brought several arguments 
to hear on it. lf the hon. O'entleman would onlv 
listen to the experience of g·ood government fo.r 
three years, he would find that it was so. They 
1mssed the Immigration Act at a time when it 
was most difficult to get any men to come to this 
country unless their whole passages were paid. 

The PREMIER: Surely the hon. gentleman 
is forgetting ! 

'rhe HoN. Sm T. M oiL WRAITH said he 
repeated that it was most difficult to get men 
to come unless the Government paid practi
cally the whole of the passage money, because 
the £2 each the immigrants paid was nothing · 
it was only intended to show that they wer~ 
bond .fide immigrants. 'When they passed 
that Act, he took special care to impress on 
the peopl:' the importance of recognising the fact 
that a trme would come when the working 
class would not look so amiably at immigra
tion. The times changed ; the industries of the 
colony flourished, and attracted working men of 
all. classes; and the conser[uence was that the 
shrps, under the 17th clause, filled up at once. 
He denied in toto what had been said by the 
Colonial Secretary as to their being filled up 
with an inferior class, because as good men came 
by them as by any other means. Gradually 
immigration grew into such favour that the 
Government found there was no necessity to 
bring out any immigrants paying their full 
passages, except single women, who were very 
difficult to get. All other classes of labour could 
be got at once, under this 17th clame, and mio·ht 
be got at the present time. It was perfectly pl~in 
that immigration of that sort had not the 
~ffect of reducing wages. After they had "-orkerl 
Jt for three years, the Government over which 
he presided brought out more immicrrants than 
any other Government had bronght before 
and wages were higher than they had 
ever been before. That was the effect of a 
judiciously adminiotered immigration law : the 
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immigrants had plenty of work and good wages. 
The hon. member had denied £acts. At the 
present time there were any number of agricul
turallabonrers at home perfectly willing to come 
out under the 17th clause. It was not 
true that the hon. member found such a 
state of disorganisation in the office at home, 
and that no agricultural labourers were com
ing. Mr. Randall's reports repeatedly referred 
to the fine class of labouring men from the 
agricultural districts who were coming out. 
They had every encouragement from them, and 
they sent out an immense number, just as many 
as were wanted. At that time it had never been 
a subject of complaint, though it had since been 
a subject of complaint in the colony, that there 
had been too many mechanics sent out. But that 
had been brought about entirely by the hantssing, 
nagging policy of the present Government. He 
would tell them what he thought of the harass
ing, nagging policy of the present Government. 
The hon. gentleman knew that he had ad
mitted that the conclusion come to by the 
constituencies was that there should be no black 
labour introduced into the colony. Having 
got the constituencies to believe that, and 
having worked them up. on that subject 
by a great maHy very bad arguments-having 
worked up the working man of the colony to 
that eonclusion-ho betrayed his trust by not 
stamping out black labour at once. Instead of 
that, what had he done? He had brought the 
colony into disrepute in every possible way, and 
tried to show the abuses which existed in the 
labour trade. He (Sir T. Mcilwraith) knew 
that those abuses were brought about by the 
policy which the hon. gentleman initiated. 
More cruelties had been perpetrated against 
the blacks since the hon. member came into 
office than had ever been perpetrated before. 
He (:::lir T. Iviciiwraith), as Colonial Secretary, 
had conscientiously worked night after night 
on that matter, and taken far more trouble-at 
all events, the hon. gentleman could not have 
worked harder than he did, or have given more 
time to the C[Uestion. He believed he had 
''spotted" every blemish in the trade when he was 
in office; but the hon.member had created a state 
of things that made men rush down to those islands 
and do almost anything. Instead of saying, 
" These things ought to be stopped, " and 
obeying what the constituencies told him, by 
appointing a day when the trade should cease, 
he allowed the trade still to go on. That 
was what he called "harassing and nagging.'' It 
would have been far better for the hon. gentle 
man to talk the straightforward truth to the 
planters and tell them that the trade should 
cease ; and those men would not then have gone 
on putting their money into the colony as they 
had done. The hon. gentleman knew well that 
the C[Uestion decided was not that the white man 
objected to the black man; but the one argn· 
ment used, and the argument which decided the 
C[Uestion was, that if they brought those coolies 
into the colony wages would bereduced. That was 
the only argument used, and the working man 
could only see it in that way, and it was with the 
idea that he was protecting himself against the 
coolie and the kanaka that he voted as he did. 
But the hon. gentleman proposed to do exactly 
the same thing in another way. At the present 
time they knew that they could get any number 
of their own countrymen to come out here with 
very little assistancl', He believed there would 
soon be a stream of population coming here of 
the best people they could have from the old 
country. He believed that the time was not far 
distant ; but the hon. member came down and 
said, "Nothing but cheap labour will do, and we 
must pay the whole of the passage money." 

The PREMIER ; I said nothing of the kind, 
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The HoN. SIR T. MciL WRAITH said the Bill 
spokeforitself. 'Che hotJ.. memberhaddeniedover 
and over again that it was the object of the present 
Government to bring cheap labour into the 
colony; but it was in the Bill. He said that 
Englishmen, Irishmen, and Scotchrnen, the best 
agricultural labourers they could get from the 
British Islands, would come out if half their 
passage money were paid, and if the hon. mem
ber would encourage them. Ignoring that fact, 
the hon. member still proceeded to introduce 
men with their wives and families to do nothing 
else when they came here but reduce wages 
all over the colony. That was evidently the hon. 
member's intention, for it was the immediate 
effect of the Bill. The Bill spoke for itself. It 
was degrading to hear the hon. member talking 
about the reform he made in the London office. 
If ever there was a fiasco-if ever then; was a 
gross system of misrepresentation so exploded in 
this world-it was when the hon. gentleman took 
charge of that office and found e\'erything per
fectlv as it should be. The hon. member had 
listened while he (Hon. Sir T. Mcllwraith) was 
hounded through the streets of Brisbane, as 
having been a party to receiving a portion of the 
passage money of every immigrant coming to this 
country. It was currently reported by men in 
position in the country, and backed up by the hon. 
member, that he (Hon. Sir T. Mcllwraith) had 
receive<'! £4 for every immigrant introduced 
into this colony. More than that ; that was 
believed in by many people in the colony, and 
they had voted against him at the election. 
Still when the hon. gentleman put in a man 
to do his dirty work-and he (Hon. Sir T. 
Mcllwraith) believed that that man wae a 
great deal too honest to do it for him- he 
found that the work could not poosibly be done 
better than he (Hon. Sir T. Mci!wraith) 
had done it himself; and the immigrants had been 
coming out in the same way ever since. Still, 
there was not a word of apology from the hon. 
gentleman for the degrading position he had 
occupied for so many years in that House. That 
Nir. Hemmant was expected to find out a great 
deal against himself, he (Hon Sir. T. Mcilwraith) 
had not the slightest doubt. He would tell them 
more. He believed that ::\ir. Hennnant was sent 
into that office with the idea and intention that 
if he did not find a case against him he was to 
make a case against him. He was very glad to 
know that the man was too honest for the party ; 
and when he did not find a case against him he 
\Voulct not 1nake one. Not a single thiug was 
found out to have been wrong, and certainly 
there was nothing found to be dishonest. 
Still the hon. gentleman, in referring to 
that, came forward now and said that the 
office was in such a state of disorder then 
that no g·ood iunnigrttnts were con1ing out. 
He (Hon . .Sir T. Mcllwraith) said that the office 
was in a better position then than it had ever 
been in before. He said that with all due defer
ence to the hon. member for South Brisbane, 
whom he did not wish to question in any way ; 
but when he left office the London office was in 
a better position than it had ever been before. 

The PREMIER said the hon. gentleman had 
almost repeated what he had said before ; but 
there were two matters upon which he had spoken 
which he felt it necessary he should refer to. 
The hon. gentleman said that some time since it 
was currently reported in the streets of Brisbane 
that he had been receiving a profit out of all the 
immigrants brongh t to this colony ; and he imputed 
to him the authority for that statement. He (the 
Premier) certainly had never made any such state
ment or authorised it in any way whatever. He 
did not believe it ; and he hat..l no reason to 
Lelieve it. The hon. gentleman hnd evidently got 
hi~ ~nfonnation £rq1n -..:o1nc (.A hio O\VD friends. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAI'I'H: T ;;ot it 
from your friends at the time of the election, 

The PREMIER gaid he did not know where 
the hon. gentleman got his information, but he 
thought he must have got it from some of ~1is 
own friends, who were only too gh>d to tell hm1 
all the evil things said about him. He (the 
Premier) was sometimes told of dreadful thmgs 
said about him. The hon. member must be 
extremely credulous. :For himself, he could say 
that he had never heard of the charge before. If 
it had been rankling in the hon. gentleman's 
mind he was sorry for it, but he should cer
tainly be ashamed to say any such thing. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: You said 
it on a public platform. 

Th PRE2YIIER said he had never heard of the 
chttrge before. 

The HoN. Sill T. :MciLIVIL·HTH: You i~:
sir:uaoed it as plainly as possible at the Ipswich 
banquet. 

The PREMIER said the hon. gentleman 
must have a very evil conscience. That was the 
only conclusion he could come to if he vilified 
himself in such a way and brought such charges 
aa-ainst himself. He had certainly never said 
a~ything of the kind or thought anything of the 
kind - m•d if it was any satisfaction to the hon. 
gc·1tl~ma•1 he would ·contradict it now in tl;e 
mo"t emphatic manner. As he had never sa1d 
ar ything of the kind, he simply rose to say so, 
and the hon. gentleman could rest assured on that 
score. The hon. gentleman had stated also that 
he had said that the office in London was in a 
demoralised state. That must have been said 
by one of the hem. gentleman's own party. Ko 
such idea ever existed in the mhd of any man 
on the Government side of the House, or of that 
party. If any suspicion of the kind existed, it 
must have been in the minds of hon. members 
on the other side of the House. 

An HONOCRARLE MEMBER ; \Vhy did you get 
rid of Mr. Archer? 
. The PREMIEll : He had never in the 
slightest degree imputed any want of honesty to 
l\Ir. Archer-never. On the contrary, he had on 
every occasion, when the matter was referred 
to distinctly disclaimed any such insinuation. 
The hon. aentleman had been living in such an 
atmospher: of suspiDion that he imagined things. 
He thou"ht that Mr. Hemmant was sent to Lon· 
don simr7ly for the purpose of finding o~rt som~
thing about him. Agam, he (the Prem1er) smd 
the hon. member must have a terribly guilty 
conscience. There was rothing but his own 
conscience that would sngbest anything of the 
kind. It had been disclaimed in every possible 
way on that side of the House. 

Mr. STEVE~SOX: That shows what you 
1nean. 

The PREJ\IIER: He did not know of any
thing wrong, nor did he suspect ~hat anything 
was wrono-. He susrJected that busmess arrange 
ments w~re not satisfactory, and it had been 
proved that they were not. That was 1t different 
thino· from being dishonest. So much for that. 
Let ~the hon. g·entlernan rest assured that the 
stories told him by his friends were not all true. 
He believed tlmt he had been injured and 
maligned in many particulars_; but the maligners 
had not come from that s1de nor from th:tt 
party. He believed the hon. gentleman w.as 
really getting a craze that he had been rms
representecl shamefully, and maligned by mem
bers of the Government and members ou the 
Government side. He (the Premier) could 
tell him thttt there were members on his own 
side in politic'; who nmde it their business to 
ry" about and repetct things of that kind. They 
~~1;icl; "I heard ~ou1ething the oth~r Lb.y thRt 
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oomebody oaid that YOU said )'011 IY8l'e told by 
So-and-so .. , He was sorry to say there were 
1nen who nutde it their busine.-,s to do such things, 
but let him warn the hon. gentleman not to be so 
credulous-nor to believe that everything his 
friends said was said against him, was really said. 
His reputation was not so bad as all that. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciL\VRAITH: I do not 
want you to defend my reputation. 

The PRJ<~MIKR: He had wanted to know 
what the hon. gentleman meant by the " harass
ing and nagging" policy of the GoYermuent with 
regard to the planters. They had got it at 
last. It was this : the reguh>tions made under 
which the Polynesian traffic wets to be conducted. 

The HoN. Sm T. J\lciL WHAITH : That is 
not what I said. 

The PREMIER: He confessed then he could 
not understand the hon. gentleman. He said that 
the Government should have crushed out the 
i ne\ nstry at once. 

The HoN. Sm T. MuiLWRAITH said he 
said nothing of the sort. ·what he said was, 
that after the Yerdict of the constituencies, which 
was forced from them, the only thing a man of 
honour or a Government would have done was 
to put his foot on black labour at once. 

The PREMIER said he understood the hon. 
gentleman to say the Government should have 
put its foot on the sugar industry. He did not 
understand that the Yerdict of the constituencies 
was that the supply of kanaka labour should be 
suddenly brought to an end. That certainly 
was not the verdict of the constituencies. It 
was the duty of any Government to have 
suppressed the abuses, and if anybody said that 
was harassing the planters he was sorry for them 
-that was all. The hon. gentleman said he had 
worked hard to suppress those abuses when in 
office. He (the Premier) was glad to hetcr it, 
and could only srty the hon. gentleman had not 
had the facts before him. He himself had found 
considerable difficulty in getting the facts brought 
before him, but he succeeded at last. The hon. 
gentleman did not forget, of course, what he said 
in that House and out of it when official repre
sentations were made to him of the abuses in the 
labour trade. 'l'he hon. gentleman denied the 
statements, not only in the House but in official 
papers---denied the truth of those statements, and 
characterised a most respectable class of men as 
common liars. 

The HoN. Sm T. MolL WEAlTH : Whom 
did I characterise as liars ? 

The PREiYIIER: The missionaries. Those 
gentlflmen, he thought, were as worthy of credit 
as the hon. gentleman. 

The HoN. Sm T. MolL WRAITH : Where 
did I make the statement in official documents? 

The PREMIER : The hon. gentleman made 
the statement in the House, and in official docu
ments he flatly denied the statements made by 
the Commodore of the Australian station. But 
he did not think it necessary to go into the Black 
Labour question or the labour trade, as the Bill 
dealt with the question of indented labour from 
Europe. 

The HoN. Sm T. MulL WRAITH said he 
thought it rather unworthy of the hon. member 
to drag up what he had said in a temper such 
as he was in the night that he used the word 
"liar" towards the· missionaries. He said it 
Butto voce. It was an interjection that he 
need not "ay he was sorry for afterwards. He 
had, anwngst the n1issionaries, sornefriends whmn 
be e~tee:xwd, and whose wnrk was worthy of all 
arlmtratwn : but the hon. gentlePJttn must know 
that at the time the expression was tmed he was 
labouring under a strong sense of inju&tice that 
certain missiona.ries had dc·ne him. ThPy ga;·e 

hiln on iunnerL-ie arnount of ofHcial work, and he 
had pro1·ed in some cases that their statements 
were lies. \Vith regard to Admiral Wilson, he 
had said,officiallythat he did not believe him. Ad· 
miral \Vils<>n reported to the Home Government 
certain facts connected 11"ith the kanaka trade, 
and the inference was as plain as possible that the 
facts he reported had come under his own know
ledge. X ow, considering that Admiral vVilson was 
only in the colony once-that he was only here 
for three clays-he was at the club once and at 
Government House once, and the remainder of 
the time he spent down the Bay ; he was never 
on a plantation, and to his knowledge he had 
never been up north; and taking into considera
tion the fact that he got his information from the 
hnn. member for l'viaryborough, lHr. Sheridan--

'rhe HoN. H. B. SHERIDAN : He never 
got any inforn1ation from nte. 

The HoN. Sm T. MolL WRAITH said it was 
in the report. The Commodore referred to the 
hon. gentleman two or three times. That was 
the source of his information, and it was very 
plain that he (Hon. Sir T. Mcllwraith) was justi
fied in saying what he had said. That he 
conscientiously inquired into every abuse con
nected with the kanaka trade, no man in 
the House could deny. His labours in the 
Colonial Secretary's Office would show that. 
The hon. gentleman wanted to make the House 
believe that he had found out new abuses, 
whereas that was not the fact. The only thing 
to be ashamed of in the whole affair was the 
utter incompetency shown by the law officers 
of the Crown in prosecuting in the case in 
which murderers got off; to the disgrace of 
all queensland. How it was possible to mull 
that '' Alfred Vittery" case he did not know. 
It was considered a perfect disgrace that 
those men should get off ; and any man who had 
read the report of the evidence coi1ld come to no 
other conclusion than that it was through the 
incompetency of the law officers of the Crown 
that those men escaped punishment. But he 
Wlts not going to go away from the subject of 
immigration, and wanted to keep the hon. the 
Premier to that point. The hon. gentleman 
had got to explain to the House a matter 
which had been put before him very clearly. 
He h>td got to explain to them distinctly 
the policy of the Bill, because he (Hon. Sir 
'r. l\Icllwraith) wanted to confine the question 
within the limit of facts. He (Hon. Sir '1'. 
Mcllwraith) said that at the present time they 
could get immigrants from the old country 
in a constant stream, so long as they offered 
good wages and paid half the passage money. 
The Government proposed to get a lower 
class of labour, and pay the whole of the pas
sage money - £1 for a man, and £1 for his 
wife-and bring out the whole of these people's 
families. What he wanted the hon. gentleman 
to answer was this : In what way would the 
working classes of this colony be benefited? He 
wanted him to n,nswer that, and say what justifica
tion he had for bringing out a lot of cheap labour 
from Europe to lower the existing rate of wages? 

The PREMIER said the hem. gentleman met 
assertion by assertions. He said there was a large 
demand for agricultural labour ; that there was 
a large and ample supply of agricultural 
labourers willing to come out here by paying 

, part of their ·passages. He (the Premier) 
could only meet that assertion by the statement 
tlmt those labourers could not be got. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciL"\VRAITH: \Yhere 
1 did you get your in~onna.tinn ~ 

The Pl\,KMIEH ; '!'he infonnatiPn was frc!ln 
oftici"J source,, The ships coming here did not, 
co11b.in o.Ia.rge number cf agricTiltural lab::urer~. 
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It was only to them that a free passage was being 
given; and Mr. Handall, to whom the hon. gentle
man had referred. had told him over and over again, 
personally and by letter, that the most difficult 
chess to get in England was agricultnrallabonrers. 
The greatest inducements had to be offere<l; and 
they were the most difficult men of all to be got. 
That was undouhtedly a fact that could not 
he denied, but he believed thev might he got 
in an increased number by "special efforts. 
They could get any number of mechanics or 
townspeople, but few agricultural labourers. 
He did not speak from going about the agricul
tural districts himself and trying to get them, 
but from reports from the Agent-General, and 
especially from :Mr. Handall, who was as well 
acquainted with the subject as any man living. 
He knew how to get agricultural labourers pro
bably better than any man in ten thousand. He 
was content to take his word for it. The hon. 
gentleman had asked the question, and that was 
all the information he could give him. 

The ATTORKEY - GEKEHAL (Hon. A. 
Rutledge) said he should not have risen to take 
part in the discussion, which was to a certain 
extent irrelevant to the Bill, had it not 
been that he was referred to by the hon. 
member for Mulgrave, whose position in the 
House entitled his utterances -to a great deal 
of weight. The hon. gentleman made the state
ment that the "Alfred Vittery '' prisoners got off 
owing to the incompetency of the Crown law 
officers, and that the verdict of the jury awakened 
a feeling of horror in England. He should like 
to know how it came about that a feeling of 
horror was awakened in England if it were not 
for the fact that the trial, as conducted by the 
Crown law officers, brought out clearly certain 
facts. How could the feeling of horror arise if 
those who had charge of the prosecution had not 
produced those facts to the court and the jury? 
It was the function of the prosecutor to bring 
out the facts,-have all those facts upon which 
a jury might give a decision fairly placed before 
tl\em. That the hon. gentleman admitted was 
done. 

The HoN. SIR T. M oiL WRAITH : No, I 
do not. 

The ATTORNEY-GENEHAL said the feel
ing of horror could not have existed had it not 
arisen from those circumstances. How could any 
person say, on reading the trial, "That is a 
miscarriage of justice ! " if not that, the ver
dict was not upon the evidence that was 
given. The verdict was not upon the evidence. 
He had all along· felt exceedingly sorry for the fair 
fame of Queensland that the verdict was not 
<eccorcling to the evidence. His duty in having 
charge of the prosecution was to place that evi
dence before the jury ; and there was not a tittle 
or scrap of evidence that could have made the 
guilt of those men appeM more strong than it 
was that was not placed before the jury. He 
was not responsible for the verdict of the 
jury. The jury gave those men the benefit of 
what was thought to be a doubt. Great as the 
miscarriage of justice was, the jury convicted 
one of the men who was charged. It 
was not for him, nor for any prosecutor, to 
compel a jury to convict prisoners ; and as for 
the incompetency of the Crown law officers, he 
challenged any hon. gentleman to say in what 
particular way there was any incompetency shown 
in connection with the trial. It was a miscarriage 
of justice, and he said that to attribute that 
miscarriage of justice to the fact that there was 
any incompetency on the part of the Crown law 
officerR was to attribute it to a wrong reason 
altogether. He did not wish to suppose that the 
hon. gentleman wilfully intended to dmnage him 
by )mtking otatementti of that kind. The hon. 

gentleman had been inflamed for some time by 
reports which had been m::tde of him. He made 
bold to s::ty that the strongest things he lutd said 
against the hon. gentleman in his political 
capacity-and he had neypr spoken of him in 
anv other-had been to his bee in thnt House. 
At1y man who said he had slandered the hon. 
gentleman in the colony would be a calumniator 
and a man nnworthy of belief. He hoped that 
if anybody else made a charge of that kind-that 
the prosecution of the case referred to was 
improperly conducted-he would have the good
ness to show in what particular, and then there 
would be some justification for the statement, 
and not before. ' 

Mr. ARCHER said he must stand branded as 
a calumniator, because then he insisted that the 
hon. Attorney-General, when travelling up north 
with the junior member for North Brisbane
and he would be prepared to ]Jrove it, although 
he had not the proofs with him-had used the 
most opprobrious expressions about Sir Thomas 
Mci!wraith. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: No. 
Mr. ARCU:b~R said he could prove it. They 

went about the North using language to damage 
him-not as a politician, but as a private man
that he w;cs introducing into the House schemes 
for his own personal advantage. • No charge had 
been made against the hon. Attorney-General's 
honour, but only against his competency. 

The ATTOHKEY-GENERAL: Prove it! 
Mr. ARCHEH said he did not know whether 

the hon. gentleman was incompetent or not-at 
all events, th",t was a charge that would not affect 
his honour in any way. He said again, that 
the hon. gentleman did-not once, but several 
times-impute motives to the Hon. Sir 'l'homas 
Mcilwraith, as a statesman-that he was carry
ing out certain things for his own nggrandise
ment ; and he would be able, if the hon. gentle
man liked, to bring proofs forward, and the 
paper in which the statements were published. 
The hon. gentleman would feel that sitting on 
the Government benches was not quite so easy, 
when he had got men criticising him, and had a 
good judge who could put his thumb upon him
he would find that being Attorney-General after 
being as a barrister for a cou pie of years was not 
so nice. 

The ATTOHNEY-GENERAL: You are 
wrong again in your facts. 

Mr. ARCHER : Being Attorney-General 
after being a barrister for a few years was not 
probably such a brilliant or pleasant office as the 
hon. gentlemAn was led to expect. That was all 
he had to say-that in future the hon. gentleman 
had better remember that his speeches up north 
w~re in print, and were in that House, and he 
could easily ascertain the time his voy.age took 
place-that great voyage up north. He could 
very easily lay his finger on the charges broug-ht 
ag-ainst members on his side of the House, and 
dynamite explosions and other things; so that they 
were not at all afraid of the hon. gentleman in that 
quarter; he need not think that. He did not take 
much note of what fell from the hon. member for 
Korth Brisbane, except one thing, and that was 
that he was not prepared to build gaols for people 
who got low wages. If they in their ignorance 
had connected the Bill, which was introduced 
some time ago, ::tnd on which they were sitting 
in Committee, witb the promises the Premier 
made last session to find Sflme manner by which, 
the countrv having decided against black labour, 
the plantei·s would be able to carry on their 
work with other labour-and he would do the 
h,m. gentleman the justice to say he admitted it 
was a difficult qnestion~still he gave a promise 

i that )1e would take buch steps as would euable 
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them to carry on their business, and although 
such regulations were made as would prevent 
kanakas coming to the colony-did the hon, 
gentlenmn therefore think they were illogical? 
He had admitted himself that the Bill was the 
fulfilment of his promise. The complaint of the 
sugar-planters, he stated himself, was not so 
much the want of chea.p white labour, as of 
unreliable labour. They now understood from 
him that he did not bring in that Bill for the 
purpose of holding men to a bargain for low 
wages. ·what did the hon. gentleman call low 
wages? He (Mr. Archer) only knew that in one 
instance at a sugar plantation-and that not 
ftuther north than Rockhampton-worked by 
white labour, the men, who were engaged at 
£1 per week and rations, dropped their tools in 
the cane and went to gaol for three months 
sooner than do another stroke of work. He 
would like to know what were the low wages 
which had been spoken of. If the people 
would not work for £1 a week and their rations, 
which he regarded as remarkably good pay for 
new chums, he should like to know what were 
considered low wages. A very little thing soon 
taught men the absurdity of refusing to work ; 
and other men dropped their tools and ran aw:1y, 
although they were eng:1ged at the rate just 
stated. The planters said they were prepared 
to pay higher wages, although a kanaka Wlts by 
no means a low-priced man, if they took his 
passage money into considemtion. They were 
now prepared to pay higher wages if they could 
get reliable labour. That was what they wanted. 
The Premier said he would do his best to supply 
them. The scheme proposed-say what he would 
-would introduce a large number of labourers, 
who, having made engltgements at home for 
two or three years at 12s. or l.~s. a week, would 
undoubtedly break their engagements, and flood 
the country, and enter into competition with 
the very labourers who had paid their passage to 
the colony. There were some thing·s the Premier 
said during the late election which were so 
absurd that a sane man would hardly believe 
that they would be made, had they not got into 
print ; but the hon. gentleman wanted to hold 
up the black bogie to the people. And this was 
the WltY he did it. The extmct be (Mr. Archer) 
now read w:1.s from a speech delivered by the 
hon. gentleman at the Town Hall, Bri;bane, on 
the lOth August, 1883 :-

"One of the reasons 'vhy he dreaded coolies was, that 
there were unlimited numbers of them. ::\Iauritius was 
onlr a pat~h compared "\Vi.th the )fackay district, and 
that was but a speck in our su~ar land; yet the 
Manritius had. 250,000 coolies. 50,000 of whom were born 
there; that showed how they went home. l\Iackay 
could alone absorb more than that number; and we 
should ha\'C 1,000,000 of coolies in the colony in a short 
time." 

Now to bring a coolie here would cost from £27 
to £28. That was to say that the planters of 
this colony, not the tltxpayers, would expend 
£27,000.000 or £28,000,000 to hring in coolies. 
The thing was too ltbsurd for discussion ! That 
was a specimen of the claptrap which had been 
used. 

The PRE:YIIER : It is utterly absurd. 
:Yir. ARCHEH : It is absurd. 
The PREMIER: The absurdity is in your 

argument. 
Mr. ARCHER : My argument is quite cor

rect; the absurdity is in the ttrgnment of the hon, 
gentleman. 

The PRE1HER : That is not my argument. 
I did not say that they would spend £28 to bring 
out a coolie. 

lVIr. ARCHEH said that was what planters 
paid for those who had come here. They knew 
what the coolies cost before they got them here, 

under the law that had been repealed. The 
planters, he repeltted, would actually have to 
expend £27,000,000 or £28,000,000 sterling to 
introduce the number stated Ly the hon. gentle· 
man. It was an absurdity. 

The PREMIER : Everybody knows that it 
does not cost ltnything of the kind. 

Mr. ARCHEH said it did cost something of 
the kind. But suppose they divided it by 2 
they would have £13,000,000 or £14,000,000, and 
that would still be an absurdity ; and if they 
further divided it and reduced it to £6,000,000, it 
would still be absurd. There was no absurdity in 
his argument-the absurdity was in the statement 
made by the Premier. As far as the discussion 
had gone, nothing had been said that would con
trovert the argument advanced by that side of 
the Hothe. There was not the slightest doubt 
that the Bill was brought in as the result of the 
promise made to the planters by the Premier, 
that he would try to get labourers to supply them 
for want of kanakas. The Bill, if carried out, 
woulrl tax the working people of the colony for the 
purpose of bringing men here to compete with 
them, and reduce wages all over the colony. 

Mr. MACFARLANE said the same argu
ments had been used by the few speakers on 
the opposite side who had addre,sed the Com
mittee that night, as were used by the Opposition 
on the second reltding of the Bill-namely, that 
the Bill had been brought in for the purpose of 
lowering the wages of white men. The Hon. Sir 
'I'homas Mcllwraith had stated that under clause 
17 of the Act passed in 1882 a sufficient number 
of agricultural labourers could be obtained for 
the purpose of meeting the wants of agricul
turists in this colony. Under that clause a man 
paid hltlf his passage money. He maintained 
that the class of people who were brought under 
that provision were of a superior character to 
those contemplated under the Bill-as a rule, he 
believed they were small farmers, men who were 
in such a position tlmt they were able to pay half 
their own passage out, and, when they came out, to 
commence operations on their own account. The 
class of people that would be introduced under 
the Bill was a different class-a poorer cla•s of 
people. Many agricultural labourers in Eng· 
land, Irehmd, and Scotland could not raise 
sufficient money to come out under the 17th 
clause; and the Government, to meet the wants 
of the sugar-planters, were willing to bring 
out a class of labourers exactly suited to 
the need which had arisen in consequence 
of the short supply of black labour. It had 
been stated that the inevitable effect of 
the Bill would be to introduce a chss of 
labourers who would lower wages genemlly 
all over the colony, and that an answer was 
wanted to that argument. He maintained tha,t 
the Bill would have no such result. 'vVhat were 
lahourers getting at the present time? In many 
agricultural districts they were receiving from 
£20 to £30 a year. 

Mr. NORTON : Where? 
lVIr. MACFARLANE: In West Moreton, 

where there were plenty of young men willing 
to work for £30 a year and their rations. 

The HoN. Sm T. MolL WRAITH : There 
was nothing of that sort when we were in 
power. 

Mr. MACF AHLANE said it had existed for 
the last twenty-two years-since he had been 
in the colony-and people had been content to 
take a greltt deal less sometimes. But the man 
with £30 a year and. board Wlts in a far better 
position than the man earning from 15s. to 30H. 
a week and paying his own board. 

:Mr. NORTON : No. 
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Mr. MACF ARLANE said that was a matter of 
opinion. The man with £30 a yea!' could save 
more monPy at all events. But if they got 
labourers under two years' engagements, at £30 
and rations, those men were not going to content 
themselves with working at that rate for the 
following two years. They would begin working 
for themselves; and if the present Land Bill 
passed they would be in a position to go to 
other parts of the country on their own account. 
As one who had been a working man, he could 
say that hundreds of people in the United 
Kingdom, if they came out to the colony and 
got £30 a yen.r n,nd mtions, would be in a better 
position than ever they were in in their lives 
before ; and they would be only too glad to tn.ke 
advantage of the provisions of the Bill. He had 
been employed in the old country amongst 
hundreds of men, n.nd the class of people of 
whom he had the management did not earn, 
on an average, more than 12s. a week-that was 
over twenty-fouryears n.go-and they had to board 
themselves. If those people came to Queens
land they would benefit, not only themselves, 
but the colony also. Hon. gentlemen had lost 
sight of another argument. It was proposed to 
bring those people out free-he looked upon the 
£1 as nothing-but in the course of five or six 
years they would pay back their passage 
money in the shape of taxes, so that the colony 
would lose nothing. And as to lowering wages, 
the Bill would have no such effect. There were 
always some classes of wages lower than others. 
At present labourers received from 5s. to 6s. 
a day, carpenters 10s. a day, and bricklayers from 
12s. to 14s. a day. Did the labourer who was paid 
5s. a day fall out with the bricklayer who was 
paid 14s.? No. As a labourer, he was in n, lower 
position than the bricklayer. He might be a 
better man, morally and physically ; but as a 
workman his position was lower, and he was paid 
only 6s. a dn.y. If he (Mr. Macfarlane) were a 
planter he would indent labourers, and get them 
out as cheaply as he could. If he could he would 
engage them at 12s. a week and their rations for 
two years. 'Vhen they came out, if they would 
:>gree to take fifteen or twenty acres of land, 
he would agree to buy all the cane they grew. 
The responsibility would then be thrown off 
his shoulders as a planter; and he could simply 
buy back the cane from those people, charging 
them so much for rental. If the planters woulc1 
study their own interests in that way they would 
benefit, not only themselves and the people they 
employed, but the colony at large. He hoped 
some progress would be made with the Bill 
that evening. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciL WRAITH said the 
hon. member who had just spoken had let 
the cat out of the bag. The Premier had 
told the Committee that he would take care 
the planters would not get cheap labour
that he would take steps to have men's eyes 
>tt home opened to the fact that big wages 
were the rule in the colony. The hon. member 
for Ipswich (Mr. Macfarlane), whose information 
regarding working men staggered him when he 
said that £20 or £30 a year were common wages 
in his experience, told the Committee that he 
would get them cheaply; and w would every 
other common-sense man. And if the Bill 
should pass, that was exactly whn.t they would do. 
The hon. gentleman did not seem to realise the 
arguments against the Bill. He said that the 
labourer did not object to the bricklayer having 
14s. a day while he was earning 6s. · Thr,t wn,s 
very likely. But when the labourer was called 
upon to put his hand into his pocket to force 
down his own wages to 4s. a day he would cer
tainly obj~ct, and that would be the effect of the 
Bill. 

Mr. BLACK sn.id the hon. member for 
Ipswich had given the planters some valuable 
advice. The only weak part abont it was that he 
did not understand anything about the matter. 
No donbt the hon. gentleman understood every· 
thing appertaining to his own trade, but when 
he laid down a scheme about growing cane n.nd 
having- it crushed at mills his opinion was 
not of very much value. It was a system 
already tried to a certain extent, bnt 
the difficulty that arose was that after the 
small farmer had grown his cane he want~d it 
crushed, and it was found that without the 
labour they had employed up to the present 
time the planter who crushed the cane was not 
able to give him a remunerative price. It was 
quite likely that the mu1ll grower might not 
personally employ coloured labour, but the 
moment he wanted it crushed he could only have 
the work done at a profitable rate by the planter 
employing coloured labour. The price of sugar 
was now so low that even the question 
of cheap labour was becoming an impor
tant considemtion ; and he could safely 
say that without really cheap labour the 
sugar industry would undoubtedly go to the wall. 
The hon. member gave them to understand that 
£20 or £30 a year would be a remunerative rate 
of wages for European labour. He (Mr. Black) 
had no hesitation in saying that if the planters 
could be certain of getting equally reliable labour 
at that rate they would not object to pay it; but 
it was his intention to make a determined stand, 
while the Bill was going through committee, on 
the ground that they were not justified in bring
ing out labourers from ~Enrope or Engla,n(l to 
do the work that was now done by kanakas at 
£20 or £30 a year. It was quite possible that 
the Government might be able to force that 
measure on the country, and that the planters in 
self-defence would be compelled to make the 
experiment ; but he (Mr. Black) asserted most 
emphatically that, if so, it would be the greatest 
blow that had ever been aimed at the working man 
in the colony. The Premier had said that the 
lowest rate of wages would be the ruling mte, 
and in that he entirely ag-reed with him. At 
'vhatever rate of wages those ilnmigrants were 
brought o.ut, thn.t would be the ruling rate of 
wages for the ordinary labour of the colony. 
First of all, it would apply to the sugar districts. 
Afterwards, the men would become discontented; 
they would naturally try to get the higher rate 
of wages thn.t they saw ruling in the southern 
part of the colony'; they would leave the North 
and seek a more congenial clime ; and then the 
rate of wages all through the colony would be 
lowered. It was not a matter of sentiment with 
him. He considered, in the first place, that the 
kind of labour proposed to be introduced to take 
the place of the kanaka was unsuitable. Before 
leaving Europe they would misunderstand the 
work they hn.d to do. If any body were to explain to 
them that they were to take the place of black
fellows they would not come out, or if they did, 
they would be misled. The planters did not wish to 
mislead them. The Premier gave him to under
stand at the deputation the other day that the 
Government did not intend to introduce cheap 
labour. The hon. gentleman evidently wished 
the country to believe that it was the pln.nteJ'll 
who were going to introduce it. But the planters 
were not going to do n.nything of the sort, 
except to protect themselves from absolute ruin. 
But in order to keep up the supply of labour 
for the plantations, it must be remembered that a 
very large number of cheap European labonrerll 
would have to be introduced. It was estinutted 
that there were at present 8,000 coloured men in 
the country, the majority being nnder a three 
years' agreement; and that men.nt the intro
duction of 3,000 of those labourers every year to 
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take their places. The Government had harassed 
the sugar industry by rendering it impossible to 
get a supply of labour from the islands. ~ o 
doubt they intended that that should bQ the 
result of their policy ; otherwise they might 
safely have taken the whole matter into their 
own hands. In order to keep up the supply no 
less than 3,000 indented labourers would have to 
be introduced every year, without allowing for 
any extension of the industry. And it would 
be of no use bringing them out in small lots
bringing out a shipload, half at high rates of 
wages, and half at low rates. They would have 
to be brought out in shiploads of 400. At 
Mackay alone they would want 1,200 of those 
labourers within the next year, and they would 
want them in three shiploads of 400 each. Those 
men would outnumber the other Europeans in the 
district, t>nd the result after two years would be 
that the majority of the existing white men of 
the district would be supplanted by those cheap 
labourers. Those men, again, would be com
pelled tn leave the district, and they would come 
south, and thus have the result of lowering wages 
in Brisbane, to the extent th::tt, whereas now a 
ordinary labourer got £1 a week and his rations, 
the rnling rate of wage;, would be reduced to 12s. 
a, 'veek ; ancl the working n1en, who had un· 
donbteclly put the Premier and his party into 
power, would look upon him as having been a 
perfect cur8e to the working men of the country. 

Mr. AXNEAR said it was still quite possible 
to get labourer,; from the islands. There were 
thnusanrls there who were wiliing to come to 
Que·enslancl under the new regulations. A few 
months ago Ca,pt::tin Henderson-he believed that 
was the name of the commander of Her .i\Iajesty's 
warship, the "Miranda"-landed in the island of 
Aoba, and there was Mr. Latour, who had resided 
there with over 2,000 islanders. At that time the 
"Roderick Dhu," a vessel owned by Cran and 
Company, of .Maryborongh, was there recruiting. 
She filled up in i hree weeks and brought a splendid 
collection of men to Maryborough, who were 
now working on the plantations under the new 
regulations. The House ha<l heard a great deal 
abo;J.t the working man, but the working man had 
returned him as their member on the Liberal plat
form. If hon. members had read the speech he 
delivered at Maryborough they would see that he 
told the working men on that occasion that he 
believed the kanak~ was a good fellow; that he 
had been the mea,ts of increasing the value of 
property in Maryborough 50 per cent.; and that 
there were hundreds of skilled artisans present 
who would not have been in the to\Vn but for the 
sugar industry. But the planters had got a cate
chism, and all they could say was that the 
Premier had made up his mind to ruin the 
sugar industry by the new regulations. But 
the new regnlations would be the means of making 
the sugar industry. Up to the present time the 
planters had done nothing to assist the Govern
ment in obtaining labour in a proper m::tnner from 
the South Sea Islands. When Captain Davis, now 
in Fiji, was master of the "Stanley," he had no 
wages, but a capit::ttiongrant of £1 per head, so that 
the more men he caught the more money he would 
receive. The captain of the "Alfred Vittery " 
was also part owner of the vessel, and it was 
well known how unscrupulous he had been in ob
taining islanders for the colony. At the present 
~ime an inquiry was being held at Maryborough 
m reference to the schooner " Ethel." Captain 
Loutitt, the master, was also part owner of the,t 
vessel, and the Government agent had had 
to order him back to .i\faryborough, whether 
rightly or wrongly-he 'vas inclined at present 
to believe wrongly-with only fourteen islanders. 
He was sure if the planters would make up their 
minds they could do away with that capitation 
allowance ; and the kanakas would be treated 

as human beings, as he maintained, in a great 
many instances, they had not been. Something 
had been said about the large number of immi
grants that had been brought from England. 
He was sorry they came, because they were 
rushed in here very fast, and the majority of 
them went to New South Wales, where they 
were now. A remark had been made about his 
hon. colleague, Mr. Sheridan. He (Mr. Annear) 
maintained that the working men-he preferred 
to call them that-working men, like the gallant 
603 who returned him ~~ot the last election
were indebted to that hon. gentleman for the 
able report he wrote, every word of which 
he (Mr. Annear) maintained had been proved to 
be literally true. Then, with regard to another 
remark, he did not look upon any European as a 
low white. It was said that some of them were a 
low cbss of labour ; but neither Frenchmen 
nor Germans, nor Italians, as far as he knew, 
were low-class men. He hoped that whoever 
went, as representative of and agent for this 
colony, would bring" low-class"men here. He was 
convinced that when they came, and especially 
under the new Land Bill, they would settle 
down and help to make up the revenue which· 
was now being obtained through the Customs. 
Some hem. members talked as if the whole colony 
was populated. \Vhy, there was only a fringe 
of it occupied! Let the colony rise to its position, 
as in America, where from 30,000 to 50,000 immi
grants a month went into New York. There 
was no distinction there between Frenchmen and 
Germans and Italians or anyone else. 

The HoN. Sm. T. MciLWRAITH: Is there 
not? 

Mr. ANNEAR: No; he had mixed with 
all classes, and he had never found any differ
ence made between people from Great Britain 
or other parts of Europe. And he thought 
the voters of this colony had pretty well cut 
their eye-teeth by this time. He was con
fident. that if the hon. member for Mackay 
would assist the Government he would find that 
he would be helped. He (Mr. Annear) knew 
the importance of the sugar industry, and he 
was sure that the Premier and his colleagues 
would never disturb it by hasty legislation. 

Mr. MOH.EHEAD eaid he did not know what 
to understand from the hon. gentleman's last re
mark; he thought " destroy" would have been 
better than "disturb." There was not the 
slightest douM in his mind that the Premier had 
done all he could to destroy one of the most im
pOl·tant industries in the colony. 

The PREMIER : How are the Government 
destroying it? 

Mr. MOREHEAD : He would tell the hon. 
gentleman. 'rwelve months ago, if a man with a 
sugar property wanted to get an advance of 
money against it, he could get it quite easily. 
Now, if a man with a sugar property in any 
part of the colony went to a monetary institution 
or an individual for an ::tdvance, he would simply 
be bowed out. That showed that capitalists held 
the same opinion that he had expressed that 
evening. 

The PREMIER: Nothing of the kind. 
Mr. MOREHEAD: Nothing could be more 

clear than that his contention was a true 
one. The hon. gentleman got into power 
almost wholly on the cry against black labour. 
The hon. gentleman's colleague, Mr. Shericlan, 
was elected for Maryborough on the anti
black question. But a change had appa
rently come over the spirit of the electors of 
Maryborough, because the other hon. member 
for Marybc,>r<mgh said he was elected because he 
advocated the employment of kanaka labour. 
That looked as if public opinion in Maryhorough 
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ad altered. At any rate the fact remained that 
the Government got into power on the anti
coolie cry. It must be known to everyone that 
the cry in the electorates of Brisbane and Forti
tude V alley was : " Vote for Griffith and no 
black labour," "Vote for Beattie and no black 
labour," "Vote for Morehead and black labour," 
"Vote for Douglas and black labour." He 
simply mentioned that, in support of his con
tention that the cry was, "Vote for the Opposi
tion and no black labour," and that they got into 
power on that. The hon. member for South 
Brisbane (Mr. Jordan) also advocated the im
portation of 40,000 immigrants, to get 12s. a week 
wages. 

The PREMIER : Who said that? 

Mr. MOREHE.\D : The hon. gentleman was 
reported to have said it; but at that time 
there was a readiness of assertion as feelers 
of public opinion, and afterwards there was 
a readiness of denial, which wa8 amusing, if 
not edifying. The h<m. gentleman had shown 
by his proposed legislation that the statement he 
was reported to have made was a fact; because 
he now proposed to introdnce immigrant~ on a 
scale which, if carried out, would compete with 
the present white labour, and reduce the wages of 
the white men in this colony. Labour bronght 
out in that way would, he maintained, be brought 
under false pretences, and of course at the 
expense of the State. As was pointed out by 
the leader of the Opposition, the working men 
of the colony were asked to cut their own 
throats. There could be no blinking that 
fact; no matter how much the hon. mem
ber denied it, the fact remained the same. 
If they introduced immigrants indented at a low 
rate of wages at home, it must prejudicially 
affect the wages of the white labouring classes 
in this colony. He maintained, however ob
noxious it might be to some hon. members of 
the Committee, that it would be very much 
better for everyone concerned-not only those 
interested in the sugar indlmtry, but for 
the whole community-if coolie labour were 
introduced under the regulations which were 
agreed to between the Indian Government and 
the late Government of this colony. It had 
been denien by the hon. the Premier that any 
such arrangement was entered into ; but he 
repeated that it was entered into. Coolie labour, 
under regulations, would have carried on the 
great sugar industry, not only without detriment 
to the white labouring classes of the colony, but 
to their great benefit; and not only to the benefit 
of those residing in the sugar districts, but also 
to those re~,iding in Brisbane. It would hardly 
be denied that any legislation which tended to 
injure that industry would tend as much to in
jure those who were in business in Brisbane as 
those resident in the sugar-producing centres. 
Every merchant in Brisbane, and all those em
ployed by hill'l, would suffer tremendously if the 
sugar industry, or any great industry, were in
jured by legislation of this kind. Speaking for 
himself, though he was not a very large em
ployer of labour, if he did not get so much 
sugar to sell, and if his earnings fell off in 
consequence, he would have to do with 
less labour, and some of those he now 
employed would, of course, have to g-o 
seeking work elsewhere. Again, if the colony 
were to be flooded with cheap white labour, he 
was not likely to pay his storeman 45s. or 50s. a 
week if he could get a man for 25s. or 30s. 
Every man regarded his own interests and he 
would feel that he was doing wrong to himself 
and those dependent on him if he did not reduce 
his expenditure. He did not think there was a 
member in the House who would pay 25s. a week 
to do work which he could get a man to do 

for 12s. or 15s. ; and 12s., he believed, was 
the amount mentioned as the weekly wage likely 
to be establishedamongstthemenimported under 
the proposed immigration scheme. The hon. the 
Premier, in his speech, had g-ot into one of his 
oratorical moods, and when he attempted to go 
beyond the mere legal way of addressing the 
Chamber he sometime~ made mistakes. He had 
stated that these men would labour for a year or 
two 'md then cease to be labourers for their em
ployers, and labour for themselves. Those, he 
thought, were the hon. member's words. 

The PREMIER : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. MORE HEAD said he supposed this immi· 
gration scheme was to be worked as part of one 
great scheme- a link in the Premier's great 
legislative chain-and thus was a portion of the 
plan which embraced the Land Bill. \Vould the 
hon. gentleman explain how these men, whom he 
waB going to bring out from home as labourers 
at a low wage, were afterwards to become 
labourers for themselves, if he would not give them 
land? The hon. member proposed to strip them of 
any chance of getting a homestead. How did he 
propose to reconcile those conflicting statemen~s ? 
He first proposed to introduce labourers from 
Great Britain and Europe, and having- got them 
here he proposed to debar them from what he 
(Mr. Morehead) thought was every Englishman's 
right in the colony-the possession of a piece 
of land of his own. That was the great indllce
ment to a man to leave the mother-country and 
come out here. The comparisons drawn 
between this colony and America by the hon. 
member for JYiary.borough were certainly very 
far-fetched. In the first place there was 
no subsidised immigration to America. If 
a man went there he went at his own 
expense, but here they were actually called 
upon to pay all except £1 per head to bring 
men out to compete with themselves; and their 
wives and families were to be brought out in the 
same way. :Further, he (Mr. Morehead) dis
tinctly objected, and always woul<l objed while 
he had the honour of a seat in the House, to 
going beyond the British Islands for immigrants 
so long as they could get the inhabitants of the 
British Islands to come out here. They had their 
duties witb regard to the mother-country as well 
as their rights, and so long as she had a teeming 
population desirous of quitting her shores, every 
reasonable facility should be given to attract the 
stream here. He would go further, and say it 
would be better to p>ty half the cost of bringing 
our own countrymen than £1 a head for the 
people of any foreign nation. Blood was thicker 
than water; and it was onr duty to build up this 
great and growing nation as an English-speaking 
nation so far as that was possible without doing 
anything improper or unjust to other nationalities. 
Let the others come, by all means, but at their 
own expense. \Vhen they were done with the 
British Islands, then it would be for the House 
to decide what particular nationality they should 
fn vour. He hoped the Premier would vary his 
song with regard to the h1te Ministry, and 
not indicate, as his manner had done more 
than his words, that he held the opinion which 
some hon. members had expressed when they 
said it was better tlmt the sugar industry should 
perish. He had said, "If such-and-such a thing 
comes, I am sorry for the sugar industry." The 
sugar industry would ]Jrobably not benefit much by 
the hon. gentleman's sorrow; and he was afraid 
his sorrow would not be very deep. The hon. 
gentleman had played with that industry, and 
had betrayed it. He had led those wbo were 
engaged in it to believe that their rights-and 
they had strong and vested rights ~· wouli 
receive full and fair consideration at the hanclR 
of the Government, and enormous sums of 
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money had been spent on the good faith of the 
colony in the development of that industry. 
Now the hon. the Premier was doing all he 
could, in a manner which he was happy to say 
was solely his own, to bring that industry to 
disaster and ruin. 

The PREMIER said the hon. members on 
the other side, like the poet's brook, appeared 
as if they mea.nt to go on "for ever." He 
challenged the hon. member to show in what 
way the Government had done anything to 
rlestroy the "ugar industry. He wanted to get 
an answer to that question. They would never 
give a straight answer to that question. The 
hon. gentlen1an:s answer was that some tin1e 
ago any amount of money would be lent on sugar 
plantations, and now not so much would be lent. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : None. 
The PREMIER: Supposing they said" none," 

the hon. member's conclusion was that, there
fore, the Government had destroyed the sugar 
industry. The hon. member might just as well 
say-as he believed he did in his he:trt-that the 
Government were responsible for the bad 
weather. He supposed the low price of sugar all 
over the world at present had something to do 
with it ; bHt, of course, the Government were 
responsible for that, as they were for the fact 
that the price of sugar in England now was 
lower than it had ever been before ; that the 
sugar industry in the vV est Indies was in a most 
depressed condition; and that the French 
and German Governments gave sugar bounties! 
Of course, according to the hon. member, the Gov
ernment were responsible for all that, as they were 
for the bad weather ! In answer to the question
'What had the Government done to destroy 
the sugar industry ?-the hon. gentleman 
was obliged to come down to the one thing 
and say, "The Government will not introduce 
coolies." 'That was the head and front of 
their offending. The objection really was that 
the Government had kept their word. The 
hon. gentleman had also said that the Govern
ment denied that the late Government made 
an agreement with the Indian Government. 
The hon. gentleman knew as well as he 
did that the correspondence had been laid on 
the table, and when they came into office the 
present Government informed the Indian Gov
ernment that they would not carry out any such 
ttgreement. The statement the hon. member had 
niade was absurd. The agreement was made by 
the late Government as far as they could make 
it. They had not completely made it, when the 
present Government came into power, in time to 
inform the Indian Government that the negotia
tions were at an encl. 'vVhat the Government 
had done to destroy the sugar industry 
amounted to this : that they had not taken 
any steps to introduce coolies. As he had 
said before, he hoped they had no ani
mosity against the sugar industry any more 
than the agricultural industry, the auctioneering 
industry, the coffee-grinding industry, or any 
other industry. They had no animosity against 
the sugar industry, hut they sincerely hoped that 
those engaged in it would try to help them
selves to some extent, and not lean entirely upon 
the Government. They were prepared to help 
them in every legitimate way, as they would 
help any other industry. 

The Ho:-~. R. R SHERIDAN said he thought 
it was a duty he owerl to himself, to his con
stituents, and to that honourable House, to set 
himself right with regard to some observations 
which had fallen from the lips of the Hon. Sir 
Thomas Mcllwraith, and also from the hon. 
member for Balonne. The Hon. Sir Thomas 
Mcilwraith had stated that he had given certain 
information to Admiral \Vilson--

The Ho:-~. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: I never 
said anything of the sort. 

The Ho:-<. R. B. SHERIDAN said the hon. 
member inferred that--· 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: I made 
no such inference. 

The HoN. R. B. SHERIDA~ said he under
stood it so; and he wished to state now that on 
the subject of Polynesians he had never had one 
word of convetsation with Admiral Wilson. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: I never 
said you had. 

The HoN. R. B. SHERIDAN said if Admiral 
vVilson quoted him, he must have quoted from 
his report-a report which he lutd written 
something more than eight years ago, and 
which he meant to read to the House now. 
What he stated then had come literally true. 
There was never a prophecy more ac·curately 
made in this world than what he prophesied on 
that occasion as to what would be the result of the 
kanaka trade, or the Polynesian trade, if the 
nefarious practices, which hR hinted at then, 
were allowed to exist. The consequence of his 
havinu written that report was that he supposed 
that, lu the whole of Australia, there never was 
a white man more universally persecuted than he 
was. 

The HoN. Sm T. MciLWRAITH: Not for 
that! 

The HoN. R. B. SHERIDAN said it could 
have been for nothing else. Notwithstanding 
that, almost every newspaper in Australia, 
and many English and Scotch newspapers 
took up his cause, and reprinted his report, 
and praised it as much as a report could 
po,,ibly be praised. It had been stated also 
that he went before his constituents at 
Maryborouo-h with the cry "No black labour." 
He should ;'ead from a speech at the election, to 
show that he had done nothing of the kind. 
He should commence by reading his report, as 
he was exceedingly desirous that it should 
appear in HcmsaJ"d. Hon. members. of the 
Opposition might go out so that they m1ght not 
hear it, but they would read _it to-morrow 
morning in Hansa>·d; and he might say that, 
if the effect of his speeches was to drive those 
hpn. members out of the House, he would speak 
a.!! night, and every night. Notwithstanding 
the absence of certain hon. gentlemen, he should 
read the report. 

Mr. STEVENSON : What is the date of it? 
The Ho:-~. R B. SHERIDAN : The date 

of the report was the 28th of ,January, 187G. 
The hon. member ought to know it, becanse he 
was one of the persons interested :-

"Immigration Office, 
")faryborongh, 28th ,January, 1876. 

"SrR,-·with a view towards, to the best of my ability, 
acqnaint.ing myself with the circumstances surrt;mnding 
Polvnesian immigration, I have, since my appOintment 
to ihe office of Polynesian Inspector, given the subject 
as much consideration as my other .. wise fully-oecnpied 
time enabled me to bestow upon it, and I now do 1nyself 
the honour to state :-

" 1st. 'l'hat I am not quite satisfied that in all cases 
recruits are obtained by theh· mvn free will and accord; 
nor do I believe they in every instance understand 
the nature and terms of their agreements. I am led 
to those conclusions lW the facts-firstly, frmn the 
knmvledge that the description of men sent as Govern~ 
ment recruiting agents are not, at least from this 
port, such as much reliance ~nn be placed on; 
that in most instances either bemg too young, too 
inexperienced, or, I am sorry to say, too dissipated; 
hence readilv become the tools or dupes of the masters 
and mvners Of the trading· vessels, whose interest it is to 
fill up quickly, no matter how the cargo can be. ob~ 
tained; secondly, because I have good reason to be~1eve 
that in very many instances the bargain for a certam or 
given number of recruits is made with some chief, who, 
to gratify his lust):or the luxuries of civilisation, gives 
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so many boys for so much trade-l.e., beads, tomahawks, 
old mu::;ket~;, powder, tobaeeo, and calico; thirdly, 
because the result of my inquiries eonvinees me that, 
before their arriYal in Queensland, the Polyne;.;ians wllo 
have not been here before do not understand the nature 
of the so-called agreement nominally signed by them at 
their native islands. 

"2nd. That the l)olynesian Labourers Ad when p~tssed 
did not contemplate that the natives of t,he South SetL 
!~lands should lJe otherwise employed than 'as agricul
tm·al labourers in the tropieal anti semi.-tropi<·al dis
tricts of the colony, yet, much to the detriment or 
European immigrants, they fill the plaet~ o.f draymcn, 
storemen, groom:::;, and of all ~ort~ of dome:" tiP Renanb 
-even nur:;cs. But the wor::<.t fcat11rc re ~arding their 
employment nppear.s to me. their being pngaged for 
sheep and cattle ~tations in tlte fa1·-off mt.erior of tlte 
colony, where, if the weariues::.: and solitwle of tlte long 
journey have not proved fatal, the rigom· of wintrr rarely 
fails to bring on tlwiiie pnlmonary eomplaints of 'vhieh 
so many Polynesians die in thb colony. 

"3rd. rl'hat l have very grave and serious misgivings 
as to the kind troatlllent Polynesi.an:::o employed on 
plantations, stations, &_c., receive from their emplo~-ers. 
I am led to this conclusion lJy the fact tbat, e--ren in 
the short period since my avpointment, three com
plaints of ill-treatment have bf:'!en made to rne; in two 
of the inst·u1ces alluded to I am tlnite certain-although 
I cannot by white \Vitnesse,~· eviden<'e pr(we--that 
Polyncsians were whipped on different sng:ar l1lanta
tion~. I saw the mark:-; of the blmvs (~nt through the 
gkin in one iw;tanee; therefore, I rc:-;peetfnlly :mggc..,t 
that some regnlation~ be made for taking the cvidl~uee 
of ~onth ~rn 1.:-;lanclers, othm'W!:se 1wmy offences against 
them must remain unpunished. 

"4th. 'l'hat 1 here is not any regular system of medical 
treatment of the Poi.\·nesians on the different planta
tions, nor i.s the <'ause or death in every case satis
ractorily accmmted for; whilst, a.s to burial, I am led to 
belie\'e 'that tlJe interment of a South Sea. h;lander in 
nowh.;c tliffers from the burial of a dog or any other 
earrion. As 1 am informe(l, a hole or grave is made in 
the mo:-:t f'OUYf'ni.ent place, the body-as soon as possible 
after it, has ceased to breathe-i:s rolled in the blanket 
in which it dicrl, and put in its shallow la:-:;t rE"iting
place without further care or ceremony. As an instance 
of the necessity which exists for medieal attendance, I 
may mention that the ].faryborough dbtrict registrar's 
returns show for the last quarter that out of a population 
of 6,000 whites 00 deaths were registered: while out of 
a population of some 700 or 800 Polynesians 09 deaths 
have been reported. I \vonlU therefore most resycet. 
fully suggest that a, regulation be made, making it 
compulsory on the employer to. in every instance, 
produce a medical certificate as to the canse of death; 
also that a medical man be appointed to visit every 
plantation ;-his salary need not cost the country- any
thing, as a small sum per head per annum, paid by 
employers on each islander employed, would cover all 
expenses. 

"Gth. That as almost every Polynesian who dies has 
some \Vages line and owing to him by his employer at 
the time of his death, and that as no account is talmn 
or kept of such wage::;-

H I would suggm;t that a regulation be made rompel
ling all employers to hand over, immedhLtely after the 
cerLUlcd death of a Polynesian, all wag-es \vhich may 
have been mving to the deceased, to the Polynesian 
Insveetor. to he accounted for to the Government. I 
have, as well as possible from the vague dates before 
me, caused a return or all money~ due to clceeased 
islandm'R to be made out. anrl I now forward the same 
to your nddre•.s nnder a :::oeparate cover. 

6th. \fith reference to secnrity being given tor the 
return or Polynesians to their native islands. sec. 6, 
}

1orm K, Polynesian Act, I would remark that some time 
ago it appear:ii to have been the yractice to deposit in 
the hands or the Government the funds necessary for 
-paying the return passage of each Polyncsian. Xow this 
latter method has become obsolete, and the bond 
in a.f'cordnnee with the A<~t is all that i~ required. It 
l'lt.rikc~ me that three years' wages, and, Ray, from four 
to 8ix pound~ return passage llloney, in all about £21, 
seem~ almost too substantial a reason against an is
lander':-; return, more particularly applicable to such 
employers; and I fear such ("lCist, aR look upon Poly
nesians at mere animated machines i I therefore think 
that deposits of passage mone:v, and actual yearly or 
half-yearly payment of wages, is the best and safest 
plan. 

"7th. It appears to me to be very essential, and 
greatly in the interest of the employers as well as the 
employecl, that the Polynesian Inspcc:tor should, without 
notice, from time to time visit the plantations in their 
districts, and inspect all registers, books, labourers, 

hon~e accommodation, foort, clothing, etc. ; also, when 
deemed advhmlJle, to muster all islanders, and tluestion 
thclll ns to their treatment, and hear such eolllpla.ints 
a.s they or their emvloycrs might wio:.:h to make. 

I< rrwice since my appointment I have deemed it my 
duty, in conseqnencn of eomplaints having been made, 
to vhdt plant;ttions; in each case I have been able to 
redres~ grievances, and ~ettle cornpln,ints to the satisfac
tion of all parties concerned. 

"8th. I would also observe that the indiscriminat-e 
wav in which PolYnesians are allowed to supply them
sel~>c.s with fire.Urms, ammunition, bayonets, knives, 
&c .. is objectionable, not only because of. the infer~~r, 
hen('e dangerous dpscription of gun~ wlllf'h are bmng 
s;peda\lyiul])Orted for their use, but because the weapm1s 
alluded to are used at their native islands for the pur
pos-:: of either ext>:;nninating each other, or to murder 
white men who·may come nmongst them; be_sides. there 
is constant risk of the con~iderable qnant1ty of gun
powder with which each island~r ~~ovides hims~lf, 
exploding, and thus ~everely injurmg If not destroymg 
all who may be in the neighbourhood. 'l'hel'efore, I 
think some re~triction should be pnt in the way or 
Polynesians obtaining firearms and ammunition. 

"9Lh. The result of many inquiries leads me to con
clude that, at least, not more than a moiety of the 
South Sea Islanders who come to ::Uaryborough have 
been taught some of the rudiments of religion by the 
mi:::o~ionarie~ on their native islands; but I am sorry to 
have to add, that no effort whatever is made in thy~ 
district to continue the teaching of the good nns~ 
sionaries · on the contrary, I know for a fact that a 
Polyne;;:,ia~l \Yho acknowledges that he is a Christia~ il4 
acensed of' knowing too much,' and hence treated With 
snspieion nnd severity. 

"lOth. I have ventured upon respectfully directing 
your attention to the nforegoing opinions and ~ugges: 
tions, not from any desire to thrust myself pro~ninentlJ 
into notice, but because I knmv that much d1seontent 
exist~;,, particularly amongst white new arrivals, at the 
indiseriminate employment of Polynesians in the town; 
also, because I feel quite certain a great deal has _to be 
done towards protecting and befriending the po~r s1mp_le 
trusting South Sea, Islanders, who are but as children 111 
1 he hands of their \Vhite employers, and capable or 
much good or grea.t evil, according to the treatment 
they reCeive. 

"I have, etc., 
"R. B. SIIBRlDAN." 

Subsequent to his writing that report another 
report was sent in, after he c_eased to. be l:'oly
nesian Inspector, by the Pohce J){agiStrate of 
Maryborough, which had reference, as hon. 
members would see, to the document he had 
read:-

" I enclose, for the information of the hon. the 
Colonial Secretary, list of islanders indente~ to 1'ooth 
antl Cran RobertCranandCompany, and thmr partners, 
from 187~. with the deaths, af:i registered in this office. 
Inquiries are useless, bnt an intimation from the 
Government that until the death-rate has been reduced 
to a reasonable limit, and kept so, no further islanders 
would be allowed to be indented to the firm, would, I 
believe, check the evil. It is not fair to the other 
planters, and dishonourable to the colony, tha.t the 
lives of the kanakas shonld be so wa~ted. I should 
recommend that the wages of islanders dying. be
fore the three years have expired should be claimed 
bv the Governffient. Xo persons having power over 
the islanders should be gainers by their death. The 
more the ma.sters lose by the death of their servan~s, 
the more ex11ense they will incur in keeping them In 
health. 1\._t present there is a gain on the death of tl~ose 
near the end of their time, which is balanced aga.n1st 
the loss caused bv the death of those newly arrived. I 
have no copies of the regulations issued with regard to 
the tra{lo in islanders. Many of the islanders on the 
plantations are boys; some mere children. This increases 
the death-rate, and wonld lead to the supply of labour 
being exhausted sooner than it othe~wise w~mld be. 
)fanv of the applications for leave to Import Isla.nders 
are Inerely dummies to fill up the ship. ~he transf~r~ 
immedhltely on arrival or labour vessels \VIll shmv this. 
That was:Yir. Buttenshaw'sreport which confirmed 
what he (l\Ir. Sheridan) ha<l previous~y written. 
Now, with regard to what he was said to have 
stated to his constituents in Maryborough. It 
had been said by the Hon. Sir T. Mci!wraith, 
and by the hon. member for Balor:ne, that his 
(Mr. Sheridan's) colleague and himself '~ent 
beforetheMaryboroughelectors on the cry of' No 
black labour." He should quote from his speech 
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on that occCLsion to show that that was an entire 
fallacy:-

"He ·would now come to the Black Labour t1nestion. 
They were aware he took n.n important part in 
the discussion on this some years ago, by ''Titing 
what was well known as his Polynesian report. He 
would take this occasion to say that he never opposed 
the introduction of Polynesian labour for purely agl'i
cultural purposes. He did object to the employment of 
kanakas as dray men, stockmen, store labourers, nurses, 
and in other capacities in which they came into 
competition with white labour. He did say in his 
report thttt they 'vere not employed in their 
legitimate occupation, and he rightly complained, for 
such an infringement of the Polynesian Labourers Act 
was not fair to European labourers, and not fair to 
kanakas themselves., tChcers.i The very gentleman 
who at that time 'v:ts his greate.;,t persecutor because 
he was frustrated in his efforts to send drafts of kanakas 
to his stations in the never never country-he meant 
Mr. Morehead-was now endeavouring to assure the 
electors that he was strenuously opposed to black labour. 
He hacl always been in favour of Polynesiau labour if 
confined strictly to semi-tropical agriculture. (Cl1cers.) 
rr he had his way he would not allow a single kanaka in 
town without a special pas') from his employer. (Ap
planse.) And if he owned fifty acre"' of sugar-cane on one 
~itle of a fence, and his neighbour on the other side had 
fifty acres of maize, he would make no difference in the 
class of labcmr, but allow every agricultural industry on 
the same footing as the sugar planters. tApplause.) 
The sugar industry was a great benefit to the colony, 
but still it must not introduce a coloured race here 
which would elbo'v Europeans ont, and overrun 
the colony. (Applause.) The kanaka, was a tract
able and unassuming labourer, easily managed, and 
harmless, and the supply should be improved. They 
Rhould be recruited in an intelligent manner like 'vhite 
men, and a doctor should accompany every recruiting 
vessel. He should try t.o improve the system of recrnit
ing·,and the planter would find that there was not a bettRr 
friend to their class than himself. He would strongly 
oppose the introduction of the British Indian coolie." 

That would show that, in going before his con
stituents, he had stated what was his opinion of 
the black labonr question. That was to say he 
resisted the introduction of the British India 
coolie, and wonld continue to do so ; but not the 
kanaka, so long as he was properly employed. 
·what had been the result of the present system? 
They had only to look at the reports that had 
lately appeared in the newspapers of the ''Alfred 
Vittery'' case, and of the terrible outrages which 
had occurred. All persons who had listened to 
his report would agree with him, that if the 
Government of the day had made regulations 
and carried them into effect, hundreds of kanakas 
that were now dead might have been still alive; 
and scores of white men who had lost their lives 
in the islands in pursuing that nefarious, out
rageous slave trade, might also have been alive. 
He was sure he had satisfied every member in 
the House that, so far as he was personally con
cerned, he did not go before his constituent;; 
npon the cry of "No black labonr." He honestly 
and plainly advocated the introduction of the 
kanaka on the terms he had stated; but said he 
would resist the introduction of British India 
coolies, and he should continue to do so. 

Mr. STE VENSON said that if the hon. gen
tleman had gone before his constituents on the 
lines he had stated, he certainly went before 
them on very different lines to what the hon. 
l'remier did, because that hon. gentleman cer
tainly went in on the "No black labour and no 
coolie" cry. Thehon. gentleman had told them he 
ne.ver went aga!nst black labour, and had actually 
smd that he wished to see the kanaka labour in
creased under proper conditions. The hon. gentle
man had entirely distorted what the hon. member 
for Balonne had said about his colleague, Mr. 
Annear. The hon. member for Balonne clearly 
said that the hon. member (Mr. Annear) stated 
distinctly that he had gone before his con
stituents as advocating kanaka labonr ; and 
regarding the report that the hon. gentlema~ 
had read to the Committee, he (Mr. Sheri<lan) 

distinctly stated to a select committee that 
was apjJointed to inquire into that report, 
that he retracted the whole of the charges 
he had embodied in it. He (:Y:Ir. Stevenson) 
was sorry they could not get the evidence 
that the hon. gentleman gave at the time; 
but he did not see that that report had any
thing to do with the question before the Com
mittee, which was, whether they should import 
cheap white labour to compete with the labour 
>tt present in the colony. It had been pretty 
clearly shown that the object of the Premier was 
not to introduce kanaka labour, for although he 
pretended to advocate kanaka labour, it had 
been shown that he was simply pntting such diffi
culties in the way of procuring that labour, that 
it was impossible to procure it. Re (:VIr. SteYen
son) simply said, that it was impossible for that 
labour to be procured ; and, iwtwithstanding 
what the Premier had said, there was not the 
slightest doubt that he did intend to introduce 
indented labour, to the detriment of the working 
men at present in the colony. 

The PREMIER: No. 
Mr. STEVENSON said, then what was the 

use of getting that labour at all? 'rhe hon. 
Premier had told the jJlanters that his solution 
of the Labour question was, instead of getting 
coolie labour to get cheap white labour. 

The PREMIER: Never. 
Mr. STEVENSON said the hon. gentleman 

at the head of the Government told a deputation 
which waited upon him at Mackay that the 
solution of the Labour question was this : that, 
instead of looking- to the :::\outh Sea Islands for 
labour for the sugar industry, they were to look 
to the continent of ]"urope to get cheap white 
labour. 

The PREMIEE : I did not. 
Mr. STEVENSON said the hon. gentleman 

did say so, and he would repeat it as long as he 
liked. He had read the statement in the papers, 
although the hon. gentleman might say he had 
been misreported, as he had said over and over 
again. A deputation waited upon the hon. 
gentleman at Mackay with reference to labour 
for the sugar industry, and he advised them, 
instead of looking to the South Sea Islands, to 
look to the continent of Europe. 

The PREMIER : I would like to see the re
port of that deputation. 

Mr. STEVENSON said he remembered 
reading it. If the hon. gentleman did see it, he 
would say he was misreported, as he had often 
done before. At the same time he knew that 
the hon. gentleman did say it, and he was per· 
fectly certain that the hon. member for Maclcay 
could produce the report. The hon. gentleman's 
statement simply meant that if they did away 
with kanaka labour, and did not introduce 
coolies, the sugar industry was done, unless 
the hon. gentleman could find a way of intro
ducing cheap European labour. It simply re
solved itself into that. The hon. gentleman 
said he never said so. Then what was the use of 
the present Bill? If the hon. gentleman did not 
mean to reduce wages, so that the sugar industry 
could exist, what was the good of the Bill? The 
squatters were not complaini -1g of the rate of wages 
at present, and he did not know that any other 
class were. \Vha' was the hon. gentleman intro
ducing the Bill for if he did not intend to solve 
the question of labour for· the sugar industry, so 
that it could live and not he ruined? It had 
often been said in that Committee that the supply 
of labour from the British Ishcnds was exhausted. 
The hon. gentleman admitted that he could not 
possibly get labour from Engla;1d, Scotland, or 
Ire:o..ld, to solve the question of how to provide 
labour for the sugar indust,'Y. He conld not get 
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cheap enough labour from that quarter. He 
then admitted that he must get labour from Italy, 
Germany, 11alta, or some other place to solve 
the difficulty; and he did this simply to show that 
he did not want to ruin the sugar industry. He 
(Mr. Stevenson) said that if the hon. gentleman 
did not mean to introduce cheaper labour than 
could be got in the colony at the present moment 
for the sugar industry, his idea must be to 
reduce the wages of the white men of the 
colony. There was not the slightest doubt about 
that, because it was clearly shown that the 
object of the Bill was to keep the promise made 
by the Premier to the constituencies when he 
was elected, that he would do away with black 
labour in any shape-not only with kanakas 
but also with coolies. That promise was made 
to the constituencies, but the hon. gentleman 
could not keep his promise in a straightforward 
manner, As was pointed out by the leader of 
the Opposition, a man in his position ought to 
put his foot down and say, "I will have no black 
labour from a certain date." But he did not do 
that. He simply harassed the planters by the 
restrictiom he imposed on the introduction of 
kanakas, so that now there was not the slightest 
chance of obtaining South Sea Island labourers. 
In fact it was pretty well known by those who 
had tried to procure island labourers that 
instructions had been given to the Government 
agents to put every obstruction in the way of 
recruiting them. 

The PREMIER: That statement is abso· 
lutely without foundation. 

Mr. STEVENSON: I say those are the in
structions given to Government agents by the 
gentleman at the head of the Immigration Office. 

The PREMIER : I must rise formally to 
state that there is not a shacl01v of foundation for 
the statement the hon. gentleman is making. 

Mr. STJ<~VENSON said the hon. gentleman 
often put himself in a position that he was not able 
to prove, when everything was brought forward. 
He put himself in such a position that hon. mem
bers could not bring evidence to th~ House to 
show that the statements he made in that House 
were not true. Lawyer-like, he sheltered himself 
in a position in regard to which they could not 
get evidence. The hon. gentleman knew per· 
fectly well, and they all knew, that since the hon. 
gentleman came into power vessels had gone to 
the South Sea Islands to procure labour under 
proper conditions, and in accordance with the 
spirit of the Act ; but the h,m, gentleman had 
given such instructions through the Immigration 
Agent to the Government agents, that it was 
impossible to get labourers. It was a well
known fact that planters were so harassed in that 
matter that it was simply impossible to send a 
vessel to the South Seas for labourers, except at 
such a loss as meant ruination. If the hon. 
gentleman had any idea that the sugar industry 
should exist at all, the only idea under the 
Bill-considering the position that he had put the 
planters in with regard to black labour, and with 
regard to coolie labour-was to introduce white 
labour at a cheaper rate than the planters could 
get it in the colony at the present time. Must 
not that have the effect of cheapening labour all 
over the colony? That was the argument he 
(Mr. Stevenson) advanced. It had been clearly 
proved by the hon. member for Mackay, and 
other hon. members, that if they were going to 
have a supply of that kind of labour, and it was 
to do any good to the sugar industry-which he 
(Mr. Stevenson) doubted very much, unless it 
was introduced to a very large extent-it would 
spread all over the colony and cheapen the rate 
of labour generally, 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he wished to correct 
the hon. the Premier in one or two matters. The 
hon. gentleman state cl that e\·ening that he (Mr. 
Morehead) had made a misstatement in saying 
that the late Government had made arrange
ments w1th the Indian Government for bringing 
coolies here under certain regulations and re· 
strictions. The hon. gentleman- contradicted 
him, and said that they had not clone so. The 
statement he (Mr. Morehead) made was per
fectly correct ; and there were hon. gentlemen 
in that House who knew that they had 
done so, among whom was the hon. member for 
Port Curtis. The hon. gentleman further stated 
that he was in error when he said that the hon. 
gentleman had in any way attempted to injure 
the great sugar-producing ind_ustry. ·well, ~he 
hon. gentleman haLl dealt w1th that questwn 
with the cunning brutality that was charac
teristic of the feline race- in the way a cat 
played with a mouse. The cat gave the 
1rouse a slight tap and then ran away, a':d 
then gave it another tap and ran away agam, 
but not so far. Finally the mouse was crushed, 
but sometimes it escaped. He (Mr. lYiorehead) 
hoped that in this case the sugar industry would 
escape. 

The PREMIER said he rose to say once more 
that no instructions whatever had been given 
by him or by the Government to Government 
agents in the Pacific Island trade, except the 
instructions published in the Gove1·nment Gazette; 
and that any statement made to the contrary 
was ab•olutely without foundation. It was analo· 
o-ous to other statements that he had referred 
to at an earlier period of the evening. ·with 
respect to the late Government and coolies, he 
would have understood the complaint of the hon. 
gentleman, if he (the Premier) J:ad said they h_ad 
not done all in their power to mtroduce coohes 
into the colony. He was glad the hon. member 
for Normanby had at last said what had been 
kept in the background so long-what they really 
meant whenthey complained that the Gover";· 
ment were harassing the planters. They 9a~ 1t 
out at last-the harassings meant the restnctwns 
placed on the South Sea Island trade by the 
reo-ulations under the Act. If labour vessels had 
not been harassed in that way, many months 
would not have passed before the Imperial Gov
ernment would have declared that they should 
be treated as pirates. 

Mr. JORDAN said he rose to correct the hon. 
member for Balonne. He never proposed or 
said anything about 40,000 immigr&_nts in a year
that was mentioned by the Prerrner. He never 
spoke at South Brisbane of cheap labour for the 
planters. \Vhat he said was that there would 
be no difficulty in getting a sufficient and regular 
supply for the plantations of respectable labourers 
suitable for the wol'k they would have to do 
-men who would be only too glad to come out 
for two years at 15s. a v{eek with rations. He 
could not suppose for a moment that the hon. 
member would misrepresent anything he had 
said, but his memory must be a short one; and, 
considering that he was a young man compared 
with him (Mr. Jordan), he should have a longer 
memory. The hon. member knew w~ll that he 
had corrected that mistake several t1mes ; and 
he appealed to hon. gentlemen-~here wer~ several 
who heard what he said 1tt South Brlsbane
whether he was not correct in saying that what 
he said on that occasion was, 15s. a week in 
addition to rations, with an engagement for two 
years. 

Mr. GRIMESsaicl he could not ~elpthinking, 
while listening to the speeches of lion. members 
opposite, that if there were no Han$a1•d very 
few of those speeches would have been made. 
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Nearly the whole of them were addressed, not 
to hon. members, but to the working men out
side, the voters of the colony. 

HoNOUlUBLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 
Mr. GRIMES said he could tell hon. mem

bers opposite that they had mistaken the voters 
of the colony. They were too intelligent to be 
bamboozled by speeches from those hon. gentle
men; and there was not that amount of jealous 
teeling in the minds of the true working men of 
the colony to make them feel that there was not 
room for thousands more of their own people and 
the people from the Continent. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : \Vho are the best em
ployers of white labour in this House? 

Mr. GRIMES said there was plenty of room 
for all ; and he maintained that the Bill would not 
lower the wages of the agricultural labourer. A 
great deal had been said about cheap labour. He 
thought those who talked so much about cheap 
labour did not know what it really was. Cheap 
labour, he took it, was intelligent labour
where a man, on being told to do certain work, 
honestly did that work without blunders; and 
that kind of labour would maintain its wage all 
over the colony. The real agricultural labourer, 
if he did not command his wage in working for 
a master, had the opportunity under the land 
laws-and much more so under the new Bill
of starting a farm of his own ; and that was the 
reason why he did not fear that the agricul
tural labourer, if agricultural labourers only were 
brought out under the Bill, would lower the 
wages of other working men one penny. There 
was a great deal of difference between low-wage 
men and cheap labour. They sometimes got 
low-w"'ge men offering, who'e work was not by 
any means cheap labour. They were broken
down swells who wouhl be gentlemen but had lost 
the needful. Their pockets were not deep enough, 
or if deep enough were empty, and not knowing how 
to earn a living in any other way, and fearing to 
lose caste by remaining in the towns, they went 
outside and offered themselves for 5s. and 6,, 
a week and rations. There was another class-the 
so-called young gentleman-it was a mistake to 
call him "gentleman"-who had been forced to 
leave his home for fear of being disgraced or 
exposed by reason of some shady transaction. 
Those individuals came out and skulked to out
side places where they were willing to work for 
little or nothing, if only they could hide them
selves from those who would know them. But 
that was not cheap labour; it was very dear labour, 
and anyone who !:new anything about managing 
a farm would never take them into his employ. 
It was not often that the agricultural labourer 
moved into other spheres, except to become his 
own master. It was seldom that they became 
bricklayers' or blacksmiths' labourers or even 
navvies. It was well known that they seldom 
shifted, even when railways were made in 
the immediate vicinity of farms. His firm 
had had experience of that. Though men 
had been able to earn 6s., 7s., and Ss. a day 
on railways in the vicinity of their land, their 
men preferred to stay at the work to which they 
were accustomed. The agricultural labourer 
would sooner accept a moderate wage and con
stant employment at work to which he had 
been used, than labour as a bricklayer's or 
blacksmith's labourer, or a navvy. Therefore, 
he did not fe,_r that the Bill \Vould have the 
effect of lowering the wages of the agricultural 
labourer. As he said before, when he could not 
command his wage, he would be able to go on 
land of his own-and there would thus be an 
outlet for the surplus labour. The hon. member 
for JIIIackay said that a large number of Euro
peans would have t.o be introduced to take the 
place of the kanakas on the plantations, and 

that they would spread themselves abroad and 
reduce the rate of wages. But there would be 
plenty of work to be obtained on the plantations 
if it was true thnt no more kanakas could be 
obtained; and he believed that, when once white 
men were employed on the plantations, the 
planters would be able to give better wages and 
would have their work done more cheaply. The 
planters had said up till now that they did not 
want cheap labour-they wanted more reliable 
labour ; and he said that by passing the Bill they 
would make provision fur the most reliable 
labour they could get. 

Mr. BLACK said he quite agreed with most 
of the remarks of the hon. member for Oxley. 
At the same time he wished to point out 
that the verv thing on which he argued
that the lnbourer, if not satisfied, would be 
able to get a piece of land, cultivate it, 
and become his own master - was exactly 
what he stated would undoubtedly happen. 
But that did not solve that very difficult ques
tion. The Premier promised last session that he 
would bring down a comprehensive scheme by 
which labour should be supplied to the plan
tations. ·without in any way disparaging the 
qualifications of the European labourers whom 
they would be compelled to bring out, he 
felt bound to say that they could not be the 
reliable labour that was essential to the success
ful working of the plantations. \Vithin six 
months after their arrival they would see that 
they were working at a lower rate of wages than 
other men doing the same work alongside of 
them were getting. The consequence would be 
that they would become dissatisfied, and, no 
doubt, under the provisions of the new Land 
Bill, their first idea would be to get a piece of land 
and work it themselves. He was not prepared to 
say whether they would succeed or not, but the 
planter would he left without the reliable labour 
which he considered e5Sential. The Premier 
wanted to know what it was that the Govern
ment were >tccused of doing, when it was charged 
against them that they were ruining, or had 
ruined, the sugar industry. He (Mr. Black) was 
prepared to show not only that they were ruining 
the sugar industry, but that they had ruined it. 
The ruin of the sugar industry dated from the 
moment that hon. gentleman came into oflice. 
It was brought about by the electioneering utter
ances of the Premier especially, and those of 
his party. The lwn. gentleman wished it to be 
understood that the issue at the last general 
election was chiefly on the Black Labour q ltestion. 
His (Mr. Black's) opinion was that it was not 
entirely so, but that the objection of the electorates, 
as far as he understood it, was to the indiscriminate 
employment of coloured labour. He believed he 
was correct in saying that the majority of the 
Northern constituencies said, " Keep your 
kanakas, but keep them on the plantations." 
They objected to the time-expired kanaka ram
bling off the plantations and being employed in 
pursuits for which he was not introduced, and 
thereby competing with the European labour 
of the colony. But this Bill proposed to int!'r
fere in a very much more dangerous manner with 
the legitimate employment of Europeans. The 
Northern constituencies would have been willing 
to admit coolies, but the Premier was always 
saying, "If you once admit coolies you can 
never regulate them; you will be flooded with 
hordes, with millions of them, and Europeans 
will be driven out of the colony." That was a 
most exaggerated way of putting it. Such a 
state of affairs was never likely to be brought 
about, and the hon. gentleman knew th"t it 
would be quite as easy to control the employment 
of coolies as of kanakas. The same clause which 
prevented the employment of kanakas outside 
the plantatiom; coulcl be made to restrict the 
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employment of coolies, That was the first blow 
at the sug>tr industry. The following passage 
in the Governor's Opening Speech- and he 
assumed that it expressed the intentions of the 
hon. gentleman ''"the head of the Government
confirmed the opinions of the investing public 
on the subject:-

."The subject of immigration, and of the snpt·.:.y cf 
labour for the numerous and ilJcrerrsiug indm;tries of 
the colony, has received the anxious attention of my 
ad\·isers. Improved arrangements will shortly be eom
pletefl for the selection of suitable immigrants in Great 
Britain ~md the Continent of Europe, and for their 
,·onvcyance on arrival to the places where their 
labour is mo~t. l'Citnired; and a Bill '"ill be laid 
before you to amend the provisions of the Immi
gration Act relating to the engagement and 
introduction of indented labourers from Europe. 
T trm;t tha..t by these means, and by offering liberal 
indncr,ments to settle upon the public lands, a constant 
;.;trr,am of immigra.nt.i:i of all clal'ses mav be steadily 
uuLintainea without :tn nndue burden being laid upon 
the r_t'reasury, and that the dangers attendant upon the 
introduetion of large munbers of Asiatics into the com~ 
m unity may be s1wcessfully aYoidcd." 
That, in the opinion of anyone having any 
knowledge of tropical agriculture, was seen at 
once to forbade the ruin of the sugar industry. 
It was no use hon. members looking at the 
<[Uell'Cion from a sentimental point of view. 
:Either the industry must pay, or it must go to 
the wall. It was an industry which re<ruired far 
more capital than the ordinary agricultural 
industries of the South, and it was absurd to 
expect to get a settlement of small farmers who 
had the capital necessary for its development. 
It was therefore considered, as soon as the inten
tions of the Government were clearly laid down 
in the Governor's Speech, that the sugar industry 
was likely to be in a very bad way indeed. And 
that had been the result. The financial institu
tions of the colony, to whom every industry had 
to look for occasional assistance, had simply put 
their foot down, and would give no further 
assistance. It was not that they preferred a 
man with a coloured face to a man with a 
white face, but they knew from the experi
ence of all sugar-growing countries that the 
cultivation of sugar in Australia must be 
carried on on the same terms as elsewhere, if it 
was to compete with them in the markets of the 
world. That was why he considered the Gov
ernment had, since their accession to office
perhaps not intentionally-by their labour policy 
-ruined the sugar industry. But that industry 
had been harassed ~n many other ways, and he 
should not now agam refer to them, but that the 
Premier so persistently got up, and in a most 
innocent manner --although knowing that he 
(Mr. Black) was in possession of the facts
asked-" What have we done? You are always 
accusing us of having brought this ruin about, but 
what have we clone?" The hon. gentleman knew 
the ruin he was bringing about by the way in which 
he was putting the regulations under the Act 
into force. One of thefirstactsof the Government 
after they came into office was to have their atten
tion called to an anonymous letter which they 
must have known was written by one of their 
own officers-an anonymous letter about the 
state of the kanaka hospital at Mackay. That 
officer's name was Mr. Latour, who had been 
referred to in terms of praise rather higher than 
he deserved. It was the Government who were 
to blame for allowing the hospital to get into 
such a disgraceful state, and lVIr. Latour would 
have been perfectly justified in writing a report 
to the Government on the subject, but he was 
not justified, as a Civil servant, in writing 
rmonymons letters to the Press about it. He 
thought that when the Premier found that one 
of his own ofiicer;>. waH so tranHgressinh the 
rules of the Civil Service his suspicions should 
ho.ve been ar0used, a.nd he should not have 

allowed that gentleman to go on a labour vessel 
to continue the system of bringing almost every 
vessel to grief that he had to do with. 

The PREJVIIER : He had gone away before 
that, and has only just come back. 

Mr. BLACK : He would again refer to 
the case of the "Heath," as he had already dmh~ 
this session. Did that not show the harass
ing policy of the Government? Did the 
Government intend to compensate the owners 
for the loss they had sustained through the 
incompetency of one of their officers-the 
Government Agent who went down with 
the vessel? 'What had the owners done that 
they should be mulcted in a sum of £3,000 on 
account of the incompetency of J\Ir Duffielcl, the 
Government Agent? That vessel, he was in· 
formed, would be taken out of the trade when 
she returned. \V as not the conduct of the 
Government with regard to that vessel harass
ing? vV as it not a vexatious interference 
with the trade ? It would be far better 
for them to sweep away the whole thing 
than pretend to encourage the planters in 
getting a supply of that labour, while at the 
same time they were putting all the harass!ng 
conditions in the way that they could, knowmg 
that they would shortly strangle the sugar 
industry. Then there was another case which 
he referred to earlier in the session. The 
Premier said he knew nothing at all about it. 
The case was where a large employer sent down 
forms regarding islanders, and in the columns 
where it is stated for what purvose they were to 
be employed a mistake was made in the de
partment. The application was returned to 
him, and it was a considerable time before the 
Government admitted the mistake that had 
been made and allowed the application to be 
confirmed. 

The PREMIER : I knew nothing about it 
until the hon. member stated it in the House. 

Mr. BLACK : The hon. gentleman knew it 
perfectly well. If he did not know it, he ought 
to have known it. If there were more intelligent 
persons to administer the department there 
would be far less reason to complain. It was 
evident that the feeling of the country was not 
unanimously against the employment of black 
labour on the plantations. Both the hon.members 
for Maryborough had admitted that they, at all 
events, were returned as being in favour of 
kanakas being employed under proper regula
tions. He did not think any hon. member would 
wish to see them employed wi~hout those regula
tions. But what was proposed to be done now? 
In the Governor's Speech it was stated that a 
constant stream of lal:;),trers of all cle.sses might 
be maintained witl::>out any undue burden 
being laid on the Treasury. Up to the pre
sent time the planter had paid for the 
importation of the labour he refjuired. Surely, 
if he thought that European labourers would 
perform the work, would he not indent them 
under the Act of 18:::2, by which he would 
only have to pay £2 a he~~d, rather than pay 
£25 to introduce Polynesia;,s? What difference 
was there between the present proposal and the 
Act of 1882, with its £2 a head? They were 
identically the same. But the planters knew 
perfeotly well that Europeens would not do 
the work. He was not prepared to say that 
they were not physically able to do it ; but work 
that was clone by coloured rr:en was naturally 
distasteful to a European, a!ld he would not do 
it. They were told that labour would be intro
duced without any undue burden on the Treasury; 
but they knew that the cost was to be £15 a head ; 
and now there waa an amendment proposed by 
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which CYery indented labourer w''" to get a !:20 
land-order into the bargain. It said :-

"Any indented labourer who shall well and faithfull.v 
serve his employer for the term of two years rlfler his 
arrival in the colony, and shall not he guilty of an:v 
breach of the conditions of his engagement, shall, on 
proof of such service to the satisfaction of the e)mmis
t~.ioner, be entitled to a land-order of the nominal value 
of £20." 

Was that the way in which labour was to be 
introduced without any undue burden on the 
Treasury ? It seeemed to him a very peculiar 
way. If the Bill and thn,t amendment passed 
every indented labonrer would cost £3.3. And 
what for ?-to try m1 experiment which would 
have the effect of ruining the sugar industry and 
bringing disa.5ter on the whole of the working 
men of the country ! The sum of £35 was to be 
paid to introduce cheap white labour in order to 
compete with the existing white labour in the 
colony. The existing white labour would 
be handicapped to such an extent that 
everyone would go in for cheap indented 
labour. It was compelling the sugar-planter, 
against his will, to try an experiment which 
he did not believe would ever be successful. 
But a very much worse result would be 
that all branches of trade and commerce would 
b& equally affected. One section of the com
munity would enjoy what other sections did not 
enjoy, and they would go in for introducing the 
cheapest description of labour they could get to 
do their work. 

The PRI~MIEE said he was not going to enter 
fully into the labyrinth of the hon. gentleman's 
speech, because he had said nothing that was at 
all new, except the illustrations he had given 
of the harassing of the planters by the Govern
tnent. He wa,R glnd thA hon, gentleman had 
given these instances, because they now knew 
what he considered hara""ing to be. The hon. 
gentleman gave three instances. One was that 
some months ago, shortly after the new regula
tions were macle, some clerk in the office made 
a mistake. That mistake was never brought 
under his notice or that of the Under Colonial 
Secretary, and nobody heard anything of it 
until the hon. gentleman mentioned it in the 
House. Long before that time it had been 
corrected. \Vas a mistake of a subordinate 
clerk in the department to be looked upon ''" 
deliberate action on the part of the Government 
to harass a class of employers? It was a very 
strange thing that his attention was not called 
to the matter before the hon. member brought it 
up in the House. Another illustration was the 
receipt of a complaint made some months ago 
about the condition of the Kanaka Hospital at 
Mackay, for which it wn,s said the Government 
were to blame. He admitted that the Govem
ment were very much to blame ; but what 
Government? vVhy, the Government that made 
the arr1<ngements ! That was not the present 
but the preceding Government. The first the 
present Government heard of it was when they 
received complaints that the arrangements were 
not satisfactory. 

The HoN. Sm T. MoiLWRAITH :'When 
was that? 

The PREMIER: In February, when the hem, 
gentleman was away. As soon as the complaint 
was made, immediate steps were taken. A 
reference to the papers laid on the table of the 
House would show that there was not 
a delay of twenty-four hours. Immediate 
steps were taken to remedy the evils 
as soon as full information was obtained. 
The papers laid on the table of the House 
would show that in no case wa~ there a delay of 
twenty-four hours. He knew that nn one 
occasion he recei vcd U e prtpers late at night, 

rtud went through them at once; and by 10 
o'clock next 1norning full instructions were given 
to carry out what had been determined upon. 
The third illw;tratiou which had been given of 
the harassing conduct of the Government was the 
case of the ''Heath." He was t{lad that case was 
mentioned. A shipload of Pacific Islanders were 
brought to the colony, and when they arrived 
it was found that not one of them had the 
remote.~t idea of the nature of his engagernent. 
It was also found thnt they were all in such a 
condition that if they had been allowed to reumin 
in the colony for a month or two they would all 
have died. \Vhat could any Government do 
under tmch eircum:~tances-a11y Govern1nent 
worthy of the name of men-human beings-
anything but slave-drivers or taskmasters-· but 
direct them to be taken back to the islands? 1'1 o 
man with the ordinary senses of humanity or 
decency could have acted otherwise than have 
them taken back to the islands from which they 
should never have been brought. 

Mr. BLACK: \Vhose fault wa>< it? 
The PHBMIE!cC: The fault of the man who 

engaged them-who enticed them to go on board 
the ship. The Government were not responsible 
for the action of the recruiting ageHt appointed 
by the owners, and who clecoyed the natives on the 
ship in that way. 

Mr. BLACK: Who appointed him? 
The PREMIER : The recruiting agent wn,s 

appointed by the owners of the ship. That the 
Government Agent had not done his duty he 
would admit, as he had admitted before. The 
hon. gentleman spoke of this as harassing the 
planters. vVhere did the harassing come in ? 
He supposed what the Government ought 
to have done, according to the hon. mem
ber's idea, was to allow these natives to 
go to the plantations and die like rotten sheep. 
Then the owners of the ship would have got 
their £3,000. \Vhat other course was there for 
the Government to take? There was no middle 
course between the two-either to let the owners 
earn their blood-money, and allow the men to 
die, to the everlasting disgrace of the colony, or 
to send them back and give them a chance of 
life. The Government adopted the latter course, 
and that was what the hon. gentleman called 
"harassing the planters." So long as the present 
Governn1ent re1nained in power, any m~tn 
who decoyed men to the colony in that way 
would be harassed in the same manner, or even 
more severely. If that vessel had fallen in with 
one of Her Mttjesty's ships she would in all 
probability have long since been forfeited, and 
the persons on board would have received a severe 
punishment which they would have well deserved. 
Those were instances of ''harassing." If the hon. 
gentleman had any more of the same kind he 
should be proud to hear of them. He was 
proud of actions of that kind; he would be 
ashamed to hold his office for a single hour and 
allow such matters to pass and treat them other
wise than he had clone. 

:Mr. BLACK said it was all very well for the 
hon. member to assume that air of virtuous 
indignation outside the House where he was not 
known. He quite endorsed the hon. gentleman's 
action in sending those men back ; that was a 
most justifiable thing to do; but what he blamed 
hitn for was, sending a Governn1ent agent down 
who, if he was to be believed, had gone with a 
secret commission from the hon. the Premier. 
He had stated to a certain extent in vague terms, 
but yet somewhat distinctly, that that commis· 
sion was to act tts special reporter for the hon, 
the Premier. 

GThe PHE:\llEH: You!k11ow:(bc lw,d ll\J ouch 
CQlllll!bbiOll, 
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Mr. BLACK : I do not know it. 
The PREMLER : You do know it. 
Mr. BLACK :;a,id he knew nothing of the 

kind. It wet:; all very well for the hon. gentle
man to talk about hlood-nwney, and all that :;ort 
of thing. He was perfectly justified in sending 
these men hack, but he was not justified in 
sending down a Govemment agent ostensibly 
to see that the trade was properly carried out, 
hut really for the purpose of preventing any 
honestly inclined captain from ever getting any 
labour at all. \Vho had framed the regu
lations? The hon. gentleman himself - he 
and his Cabinet. They did not receive the 
assent of the House, as they should have done, 
before having the force of law. If they had 
received the assent of the House they would 
have been put in something like an intelligible 
form. The clause about interpreters rendered 
recruiting almost impossible. To anyone at all 
acquainted with the labour traffic, it was well 
known that the inhabitants of nearly every island 
spoke a different language. It was quite possible 
to get a boy at the island who had been to the 
plantations and could interpret between the 
Government Agent and the natives, and assure 
the Government Agent that the boys were pro
perly recruited. But these men were supposed to 
come down here; and they were not a! ways willing 
to come to Queensland fort he purpose of satisfying 
the Inspector of Polynesians that the boys were 
properly recruited. There was hardly a clause 
in the regulations which had not been framed in 
such a loose and vague way that it could be;used 
for the purpose of harassing those engaged in 
the trade. He would rather see the whole thing 
swept away than left in the hands of a hostile 
GQvernment. 

The PREMIER said there was one other 
chi1rge of harassing he had overlooked. He had 
been' asked whether the Government had cen
sured :Mr. De La tour for writing the anonymous 
letter. As soon as it was alleged that that 
gentleman had written the letter, the Govern
ment called upon him for an explanation. At 
that time he had gone to the South Seas, and did 
not return nntil a fortnight ago, and since then 
he had resigned ; so there was an end of that 
matter. The hon. member had complained of 
the reguhtion requiring that thPre should be an 
interpreter aboard the labour vessels to enable 
the Government officer at the port of arrival to 
see that the men understood the nature of their 
engagement. Could any hon. member object to 
that? The very Act passsed by the Govern
ment of which the hon. leader of the Op
position was head, required the immigration 
agent on the arrival of the ship to satisfy him
self that the boys understood the nature of the 
engagement ; but that was not carried out 
because there was no interpreter-no man in the 
colony who could speak the men's language. 
How.could the officer carry out his duty with no 
interpreter? The very statement of the objec
tion amounted to this: that it was perfectly 
immaterial to the persons making the objection 
whether the men understood their engagement 
or not. All they cared for was to have the men; 
ann to insist that they should understand their 
engagement was to them perfectly monstrous ! 
All he had to say w:1s, that the engagement of 
men who did not understand the nature of their 
engagement was nothing more nor less than 
slavery. 

Mr. NORTON said he could not but think 
that the hem. member had overstated the case 
with regard to the "Hen,th.'' He did not wish 
to say it w:ts not right to send these men hack, 
but the hon. member had talked rather loudly 
about blood-nJOney and kidnapping. But what 
was the rep,>rt of the gentleman who, in a 

p:1mphlet he published, ;;igned himself, ".Attol·· 
ney for the Queensland Government"? Die! 
he report that these men were. ~idnapped? 
Did he not report that they came wrllmgly ? 

The l'REMIER : On board the ship. 

Mr. KOHTOK said the hon. gentlernttn eaid 
"on board the ship," bnt why did the attorney 
for the Queensland Government all<>w them to 
be brought on board and taken away if they 
were unwilling to go ? It was the labour agent 
of the Government who allowed those men 
to be kidnay.ped, if there was any kidnap
ping at >tll. The Premier overstated the case. 
because he ignored the statement of the agent 
-that those islanders . were taken willingly 
on board the ship, and no one was justified in 
:oaying they were kidnapped if that statement was 
true. The agent was surely there for a purpose, 
and that purpose was to prevent labourers being 
brought away unless he was satisfied that they 
came willingly and understood the nature of th.e 
a~roement they eatered into. That was hrs 
b~siness · and if he did not see it was carried ont 
proper!y'he was responsible, and ten. times m'?re 
responsible than >tnyone connected wrth the slnp. 
He had been somewhat surprised at the arguments 
used that evening. It had been asserted on the 
other side thttt the Bill would not have the effect of 
reducing the rate of wages throughout the colony. 
He had not heard a single argument brought 
forward to justify such an assertion. As a mat
ter of course, if those labourers were brought 
here in large numbers they must eventually 
largely reduce the wages of labourers already in 
the country. Those labourers, they were told, 
would come out, and after they had served 
their time on the plantations they would 
settle down on t}w land a.ntl Leculw,j en:tploytl'fj 
of labour themselves. How were they to 
do it ? How were men who were not 
able to pay their own passage money to 
the colony, after working a couple of years for 
£30 or £40 a year, to take up land and employ 
others to cultivate it? \Vhere were their funds 
to come from to enable them to do that? Con
cerning the amendment proposed by the junior 
member for South Brisbane, if the Government 
intended to accept it they could easily understand 
how those labourers could get the land, because it 
proposed that they were to get a piece of land 
after they had fulfilled their agreement. If this 
Bill passed into law as it stood it would 
be absolutely prohibitory for such men settling 
upon the land ; because, before they got the 
land they would have to fence it in. And he 
said that a man coming out here at a moderately 
high rate of wages, even if he saved all his wages, 
would not be in a position to fence in the whole 
of his land. If the Government accepted the 
amendment of the hon. member it would jus~ 
amount to this : that the taxpayers of the 
colony would be paying at the rate of £15 
per head for introducing labourers to compe~e 
with themselves; and then at the end of therr 
term those men who came fresh to the colony 
would be given a piece of land, which they 
could cultivate or hold as their own. But 
what would be the position of those who were 
already here? They were to be tied down to 
the land like slaves; they must remain upon 
the land for ten years, and fence in their selec
tions before they could get the land ; and, after 
paying a rent for ten years, they were .then 
obliged to pay £1 per acre for all they \'_'tsh.ecl 
to buy. If the amendment of the JU!llor 
member for South Brisbane was accepted, 
it would be unfair to the men already 
in the colony that they should not be 
treated in the same way; and, on the other 
hand, if the amendment was not accepted, ape! 
the Bill was pac·"'ecl a& it otoocl, it would be 
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c1bsolutely impossible for the l>tbourm·s introduced 
10nder it to take up land at all. After thev had 
sen·ed th< ir term as indenterl hcbourers ··they 
\l.'on1d have to go on fls labourers for sever:l.l 
years-until they had sufhcient money to enable 
them to take upland. He had been smnewhat 
sUl'prisecl with regard to tho remarks made by 
the hon. Ineinber for Oxlev co11eernlng "broken-
t.lnv .. •n swells." "' 

:\Ir. GHe,IES: l said "low-wagr.d men ... 

:vir. T:\OJtTO::\ said he would like to know 
,-hat they had to do Pith the :Bill. He hoped 
Lhey were not going tn bring the1n nut under it. 

.:\Ir. G-RDIES : I s:tid they came out under 
tho 17th cbuse. 

}Ir. ::\OR TOX said that under the 17th cbu.se 
,f the present Act the txovernment lm<l only to 
pay £10 a be;t..d fnl' the innnigrant:::; 'vho can1e 
<'Ut under it; but nnder the Bill befnre him, if 
it became law, their friends had hut to ),,ry 
£1 per head, and the Government paid the rest ; 
~n that those valuable :;t'.tricnltnra.l 1:-tbourer.c; 
would be brought ont to the colony at £1::i per 
head, and he was Hnre the hon. IW2Inber for 
Oxley would he very glad to have plenty of 
then1. He did not think the arguments with 
regard to "broken-do\\"n swclJ:s,' or young- 1nen 
who found it dc.sirahle to leav-e their own cuun~ 
try and get to " distance, applied to the Bill 
at all. All the arguments adduced and the 
sta,emeuts made on the other side absolutely 
failed to prove that the effect of the :Bill woul;J 
not be to reduce the rate of wages in the 
colony. He woulrl point out one fact, which he 
\Vnndered nwre r~?ference had nnt been nwde to, 
and that was the difference between the class of 
bbour proposed to be i!ltroclucerL and the class 
which had been imported by the planter hitherto. 
The k'cnaka; had been hrought here at the expense 
of the planters, and they httd been kept here at 
the expense of the planter,;. The planters paid 
f·Jr them if they got sick, and paid their return 
l':>ssages from the colony to their i'lands. He 
believed the result of that had been beneficial 
tu all classes of the community. The ]'lanteril 
had paid the whole cost of their present labour; 
hut, in the c2se of the men proposed to be bronght 
n>lt under the Bill, the planters would not pay 
the expenses of bringing them out here at all. 
]_, w&s the taxpayer of the colony who would 
he. veto pay those expenses. The taxpayers of the 
c·>lony \\·oulcl either have to provide the money 
ftH' their introduction, or the nHmey for t.heir 
introduction would be raised by loan; a.nd the 
taxpayers would have to pa.y intere;t upon that. 
The circumstances were entirely different. He 
wondered that no reference had been made to 
that point before. :For his own part he thought 
the Bill would have a. Yery bad effect. 

The PREJUIEH: Y on took no objection what
ever to it on the second reading. 

J\Ir. NOR TO?\ asked, did the hon. member say 
that they took no objection to the Bill on the 
second reading? 

The PRE~HER: That is what we were told 
then. Even the a-cting leader of the Opposition 
:--:aid so. 

J\Ir. l\ORTON : He was quite sure that 
the effect of the Bill would be not only to 
compel planters to bring out agricultural 
labour, but many other classes would also 
avail themselves of the same opportunity. 
It WIIS nut only thEI men who would be 
brought out to serve on the plantations who 
wuuld enter into competition with those already 
in the colony, but those introduced for other 
purposes would come just as much in contact 
with the !aboming dae~eil, 

l&84-2 w. 

The Hox. Sm T. MaiL WRAITH said he 
would like to know what the Premier desired to 
do. They had had a very good night's discns$ion, 
and they he"! sat long enough for an ordinary 
sitting. They could nut keep on at the present 
l'ilte, and he believed the Premier thought it wet" 
time to •ttljourn. 

The PRE:\IIEil : Po.otpone the j1rectmble and 
we will adjoum. 

Question-Tlw.t the preamble be postponed--
put. 

The PRE:\UER said, after the acting leader 
of the Opposition sairl that there was no great 
objection to the Bill, he did not anticipate that 
the,· should ha.ve had four hours' debate on the 
gen'erallabour question. 

:\lr. :\WHEHEAD: You will have forty. 

The l'ItKi'rngn saicl, if it was desired to 
st,mcwall the Bill, hon. gentlemen on the other 
side could adopt that course. lf they did not 
wish any agricultural labour to be introduced 
into the colony for the relief of the suffering 
agriculturist, they had better say so. 

The Hox. Sm T. :MciLWRAITH said he 
thought the hon. the Premier was now in the 
position of :1 man who had been found out. He 
had t1·ied to pa';s tlmmgh the House a little Bill 
which was of more importance than he had at 
first made out. He put that Bill before the 
House purpo,ely that they should not under
stand it. The sting was in the schedule ; 
the schedule "'"" in reality the whole 
Bill. Tho-e principles of the Bill were not 
under:-;tood before, and that \Vas the reason 
why the motion for the second' rea-ding wa• 
acc,,ptecl. If those principles had been more 
tbomLlg-hly under,toocl, no one would have dreamt 
of accepting them. Hon. members need not think 
that the Bill would pas" before it was thoroughly 
tra.shed out. They would S'Jend hours upon the 
subject yet, but if the hon. the Premier wished 
to withdraw it let him do so, and they would 
also have a great de,;l to say upon that course of 
action. · 

Mr. MOREHEAD :mid he wished to put the 
Premier right with reference to what he said on 
thP second reading of the Bill. What he said 
was-

" It is quite Pvidcnt that there can be no great objec
tion to tl1is amendmg Bill, as proposed by the Premter.'' 

He had guarded .himself by saying "as proposed 
by the Premier," which meant as set forth by the 
Premier; but his recent exposition had c.)Ill· 
pletcly changed the a"pect of the :Bill. 

Mr. 'r. CAMPBELL said his train went at 
fifteen llJinutes past 11 o'clock, and he had some
thing to say \Yith regard to the statements made 
by the hon. member for Mac'kay and the hon. 
member for Balonne. He would, however, defer 
what he had got to say to a future time. 

Question put and passed. 

On the motion of the PREMIER, the CHAIR
K\N left the chair, reported progress, and 
obtained leave to sit 11gain to-morrow. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The PHEMIER, in moving the adjourmnent 
of the House, said the order of business on the 
paper would be the second reading of the 
Defence :Bill and the consideration in committee 
nf the Health Bill and the Immigration Bill. 

The Hos. Sm T. M: oiL WRAITH : I think 
we have seen the last of the Immigration Bill. 

The House arljour!)~d at ~i:l: P.linute~ past, 
11 c• de,;~, 




