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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
lVt'tl,!n~:du!t, {) -l''!JII::d, 188~. 

Pt~tilion.-Bilb of Kxelwngo Hill-~tldril r(~~t,ling.-·­
Formal.Jlotiou~.-·.\.dc'litional :';it.ting lhl~·.-·Det'enee 
lJill.-ImmigTatitm ~-\.~~t of l.Stl~ .\lnencllllent Bill-­
"'tWOnd reafliug.--~·htePu"'.;.iiHt .\(:t Deelaratory Hill.-­
AtljournnJent. 

The SPEAKEI: toc•k the chair· at lmlf·past 
~:o'clock. 

l>ETITIOX. 

::\h. BAJLEY presented a petition frolll the 
Trustees of the land descriLed in the deecl of 
:.;Tant No. 17,13ii, situated in the parish of :Mary­
boruugh, in the county of :March, being the 
Hacecourse ]{eserve, praying for leave to intro­
duce a Bill to enable them to mortgage or lease 
the sa1ne, and sell or exehange certain portions 
thereof, and for other purposes ; am! moved thrct 
the petition be received. 

The petition was received, and :i\Ir. Bailey 
pr<'"ented a Bill in accordance therewith. 

HILLS OF EXC1T\:'iGE BlLL- THmD 
READIXC. 

Ou motion of the _\TTOHXEY-GEXEUAL, 
this Bill w''" rend a thircl time, 1"'' ,,ed, and 
qrJeretl to be rLturn•~d t<J the -LP::·i,J'lti'·~~ 
C~l1ttlcil }~:- lllC "A1DC in the 1LUal form. 

FOR!\L\L 1\IOTIOKS. 
The following formal motions were agreecl 

to:-
By the Hox .. J. 2\I. 2\IACROSSAN-
'l'h.a,t. thP. House will. 011 Thnr::-~da~·, the 7th instant: rc­

~OlYC itHelf into a Cowmittce of the ·whole to con:-;1der 
the dcsirah]('llf'SS of introducing a Bill to ~~lllend tile 
·wages _\._et of lSiO. 

By i\Ir. S:'IIYTH---
1. That the Gym11ie G-as ComllHllY (Limitc•t IHll lJe 

refencd for the con:-;ideration and l'CltOl't of a ~cleet 
Comu1it.tee. 

~- That sneh Committee lt11Ye JlO\YCl' t.o scwl for 
pcr~on::; aud papers, aml leaYe to sit duriug any ad­
jourlli!H'llt of tlle Hou::-~e and tllat it con~i:st of the 
follmving mcmh;~r~, nmnel~· :--.Jlc:osrs. Bailey, :Jiorcion, 
Palmer, .Fert;n80ll, and the .. UoYe r. 

By :\fr. NOl-tTON-
rrhat there 1J0 laid UJlOll the ta1JlC of the Jionse, a 

statement showing in \Yllat way the £15,000 latd} Yoted 
for distribution to c1iviHiollal boan1s in aid of bridges 
has been distributed. 

ADDITIOJ'\AL SITTING DAY. 
The PRE.IIHER (Hon. S. W. Gritfith), in 

1noving~ 
That durill): llJC n~m:..dnder of tltis ~r:-:.,.ion, ttnl<'~::i 

othcrwi:-;c Ol'lterell, the IIon~e tlo mtwt !'or llie (lf':--patch 
of hn:-;iuc"s on .\Iontla\· in each wt~C'l' at i p.Ju., in 
atl(lition to tlJe diJ.Y" aln;t.uly HJlJ•ointerl furlllf'E)tin;.;: aud 
tltat t~m erunwnt. lJu"int_ • tah·c l•recedcnl'C 011 tlvtt 
da..'-· · 

.,aid that, last "·eek~when he mnYed the adJom·n 
tnent of the Hou-.;e, on Thursday, without fix~ 
ing any date for the adjournment, the re'"ult of 
which motion, if carried, would he that the 
House would hnve met on Frida.y HIOl'Iting-the 
hem. lenrler of the Opposition objected to 
Friday nwrning Hitting8, and it wa.s suggested 
that very likely :\Ionday e\·ening would he less 
incm1veuieut i11 n1any respect~. Hon. 1nen1ben; 
from the country wished to ha,-e '"much busi­
ne:;s as possible despatched during the week. 
The sittings on Friday u1orning were alway~ in­
convenient, but although inconvenient they had 
to be resorted to towards the close of a seesion. 
He did not consider it desirable that hon. mem­
bers should be asked to sit on Fricby mornings 
unleBS it W>~S found to be absolutely necessary, 
and it might become so in the course of the 
session, a.s lutd been the ca~e in},revious se.:mion~. 
For :\fini,;ters it was ]Jarticularly inconvenient 
to have to sit 011 }'riday 1nornings, becauoc the 
clifficnlty of conclncting departmental lmsiness 
wn,R enn~ldernbly incrett.Ker l during thn ~itting of 
Parliament. He had pointed nnt that if tlwy sat on 
}"'ridav 111orningR nnn-cnnteut.inuH bnsine:-:s could 
he talir-n. allfl that would not rer]11ire a very full 
~ttPndmwe of Inernber:;. H-e knew it would 
probahlv be inconvenient for some Iron. members 
to meet· on Monday evenings, but he believed 
there would be a sufficient number of members 
to take such business as might be conveniently 
done on that day. He had suggested Monday 
evening because he really thought the whole 
day 0;1 Jlrionday would not he re<Jnired to 
get through the work to he done, and he 
thought the two hours and a-half which would 
be available from half-past 7 till 10 o'clock 
might very often be prnfitably employed. He 
was nut proposing that the motion should super· 
sede the Friday sittings, which might be found 
neeessary Hmne tilne during the sesslon, but if the 
nwtion ·were carried the G-overn1nent \Y<n::lcl not 
::tsk the J-Iousc to 1neet on }~ridav lJwrningH 
f'xC'ept on occasion~ of great urgenc,.-.~ 

:\[r. :'IIOTIEHEATl saicl that up to a ccr·tc,.in 
point he agre,,d with the Jn·oposition mrLde by 
the hon. gentleman. He agreed with the opinion 
ex pre~::;ed the other night, aud fmid tl1at 11'riday 

1 morning-at lea 1t1 ~o far ,,_ bu· :ines-:.: rnen \Vere 
! l-f'l!Cerncd-w~~ the wor:Jt Jll(!rnin,s they conlU 
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select for a sitting, becauRe on that day the main 
southern and northeru mai!H came in, and they 
had to be answered. But wh~n it was suggested 
that they should sit on Mond11y it was certainly 
never intended that they should sit on }criclay 
also. It was intencled that the Monday sitting 
should supersede the sitting on Friday morning. 
That was the distinct arrangement made. Hon. 
members were always qnite willing, when a 
necessity had arisen towards the termination of 
a session, to sit on Friday morning, but he did 
not think the House should make itself liable to 
be called upon to meet on :Friday morning in 
addition to Monday evening. He thought the 
Premier should in the meantime amend his 
motion m as to supersede the sitting on :Friday 
morning. 

The PREJYIIEH : I "aid I would not ask the 
HouRe to Rit on Friday nwrning except in cases 
of urgent necessity. 

Mr. NOR TON said it would be convenient if 
the House understood from the Premier whether 
he proposed to at once take the Monday sittings; 
because so long as he had been in the House, 
although they had Friday sittings at the close of 
the session, the ordinary sittings on Tuesday, 
'Wednesday, and Thursday had been found 
sufficient until the close of the session, when they 
sat on Monday evenings and on :Friday mornings. 

The PREJ\II:ER said the Government were 
'most desirous to consult the convenience of hon. 
members as far as possible. He had given hon. 
members the assurance just now, and he thought 
his hon. friend would have accepted it, that the 
Government would not ask the Hom .. e to sit on 
Friday unless under circumstances of urgent 
necessity, which he did not then contemplate. 
He did not think it necessary to rescind the order 
for the :Friday morning sittings, as circumstances 
might arise when it would be convenient for 
them to sit on a Friday morning, if for only 
half-an-hour. He really considered that they 
wanted more than two evenings a week for 
Government business ; and tbat was especially 
the case now, as it was quite clear that during the 
remainder of the present session two evenings 
would be taken up with business of the very 
greatest importance. He would repeat the 
assnrance he had given, as to not sitting on 
J?riclay morning except on occasions of necessity. 
As to sitting on Monday next, he could not at 
present say whether that would be necessary; 
they could not tell that until to-morrow. The 
Government wished to expedite the despatch of 
business for the convenience of country members. 

Mr. ARCHER said he would like to know 
from the hon. gentleman whether they would be 
called u'pon to sit next Monday. It would be 
exceedingly inconvenient, he knew, for some 
hon. members to do so. The hon. gentleman 
had given notice that the House, at its rising, 
adjourn till 7 o'clock to-morrow. ·was the pre­
sent motion to make up for that lost time? 

The PHKiYIIER: Certainly not; it has nothing 
to do with it. 

Mr. ARCHEH said he thought reasonable 
notice ought to be given when the change was to 
begin. Was it intended that the House should 
meet next Monday? 

The PRE:YIIEH : I do not know. I hope not; 
but I may be able to say definitely before the 
adjournment this evening. 

Mr. ARCHER said he hoped the hon. gentle­
man would make up his mind on the subject. 
It would be very easy to do so. 

The PRE:MIEH : That depench upon what 
business we do to-night. 

1Ir. ARCHER said he himself made it a rule 
never to be absent from the House; but he had 
Jnade an enga,gement for ne~t Monday evening, 

which he would not have made had he known 
it was intended that the House should meet. 
He thought, therefore, the Premier should g1 ve 
them some assurance whether they were to meet 
on J\Ionday next, or to break their engagements. 
A good many members, of course, could not be 
present on J\1onday. 
ThePIU~J\IIElt said he did not think the fact 

that the hon. gentleman had made en~agements 
was any reason why the House should not sit 
on Monday, although he would be glad to i)blige 
the hon. gentleman. 

Mr. ARCHER: It is not for myself alone. 
The PRE;\'IIER : I understood the hon. gentle­

man to speak entirely for himself. 
Mr. ARCHER: No. 
The PHEl\HER said it might be that the 

business would not re!]uire them to sit on 1\Ion­
day next ; but he could not at present say. He 
hoped they would get on so far with the bus_iness 
that evening that there would be no necessity to 
meet next 1\fonday. The hon. gentleman could 
rest assured that nothing would be clone to cause 
inconvenience. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : Only business of a non­
contentious chamcter will be taken on Monday, 
I suppose. 

The PHEl\IIER: Yes;. and I would take no 
business that any member desired to discuss who 
could not be present. 

Question put and passed. 

DE:FE~CE BILL. 
( >n the motion of the PRKMTKI:t, it was 

affirmed in Committee of the \Vhole that it was 
desirable that a Bill be introduced to make 
better provision for the defence of Queensland. 

The Bill was read a first time, and the second 
reading made an Order of the Day for Tuesday 
next. 

IMMIGRATION ACT OF 1882 AMEKD­
ME~T BILL-SECOKD R~;ADING. 

The PREMIER said: Mr. Speaker,-This 
}~ill, which is entitled a Bill to amend the Immi­
"ration Act of 1882, deals principally with the 
~ubject of indented labour from Europe. It 
recites that it is desirable to amend the provisions 
in the Immigration Act of 1882 with respect to 
nominated and indented immigrants, and to en­
couraue the introduction of indented labourers 
from }~urope. Now, sir, I donotthinkitnece.~sary 
to go at length into the Labour question in moving 
the second reading of this Bill. I think if one 
thing was more distinctly enunci:::ted than any 
other by the voice of the people durmg the geneml 
election last year, it was this: that they intended 
to look to Europe andnotAsiaas a source of s"upply 
of labour for this colony. Whether Asia would be 
a better source is a quefltion upon which differ­
ences of opinion exist. As to my own opinion, 
I have not hesitated to state explicitly that we 
should look to Europe and not Asia for the 
supply of our labour ; and I believe in Europe we 
can find all the labour that is necessary for the 
development of this country. It may, perhaps, 
take a little longer to develop some portions 
of it. It may even take a good deal longer; 
hnt the advantages of developing ~his count~y 
with white labour, as compared w1th the dis­
advantages of developing its .resources by ~he 
introduction of hordes of Ind1ans and Asmtws, 
I think so immensely predominate, that no 
other course ought to be considered as 
feasible at the present time, or I hope ever. 
\V e-I speak for the party that now occupies 
these benches, and which, I believe, is the l1trgest 
party in the country-have no desire to see re­
peated in Queenshtnd the history of some of the 
ot)ler colonies of the British Crowp. \Ve do not 
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desire to seA in this country the kind of ci vilisa­
tion that prevails in the IV e't Indian Islands or 
in Mauritius, and which is fast superseding the 
civilisation originally intended to prevail in the 
colony of K atal. At the present time there is un­
doubtedly an insufficient supply of labour for the 
development of the agricultural resources of this 
C<Jlony; and having arrived at the conclusion­
which I think the colony has arrived at-that we 
should not look to Asia for a wpply, the question 
arises, where then are \Ve to look for it ? In Asia 
there way be said to be three possible sources 
of supply that have been mentioned from time 
to time. First, British India, from 'rhich, no 
doubt, we eau procure nn enonnun~ nu111ber of 
coolies. That, sir, I trust, is at an end for all 
practical ptll']"''e' at the present time. That, I 
suppu~e. eYeryl)Ody will cLLllllit. The source 
of HlllJlJly frmu China, I think, is dosed, 
rtnd fortunate! y :;u. [ du nut think there 
is any probttbi.lity of anybody attempting to 
recur to that source ; aml as to the third source, 
that we were tolct is always a\Ctilable, and would 
be made use of-the supply from the l\Ialay 
Archipelago and Peninsula-I think the persons 
who haYe tried that experiment have already 
become so heartily sick of the result of it 
that we need not anticipate any serious attempt 
to renew it. Therefore we are left--and I 
hope we shrtll rtlways be left-to Europe as the 
source of our supply. rrhe lJrincipal argnn1ent 
against the introduction of European labour-­
the ttrg·nment that has always been brought 
against it-is that its introduction will lower 
the average rate of wages. IV e used to be told 
that the introduction ,,f Asiatics would in­
crease the number of white labourers that 
would be required, but I think nobody 
seriously believes that rw\v, Very few people 
do, at any rate. Of course it would in­
crease the number of mechanics while the 
erection uf mills, machinery, ttnd fencing was 
going on ; but no one who htts read the history 
of other colonies will believe that that stat'e 
of things would continue, nr that the history 
of agriculture in Queensland ''"ill differ in the 
slightest degree from the history of agTicnl­
tnre in other places. It is very well known 
that, so far from the employment nf black labour 
increasing the nlnnber of white labourers, the 
result will Le to effectully drh·e white labour out 
of the field. That tbat would be repeated in 
Queensland I think nobody will seriously dispute. 
It may take five or sm·en years or longer, but it 
would certainly be the result before any appreciable 
period had passed over our heads. Then we are 
told, as against this argument, and as an attempt 
to frighten the white labourers o£ this colony, 
that the introduction of labour from Europe will 
reduce the rate of wages. IV ell, supposing it 
did, which would be the better : that the rate 
of wage' should be diminished to a small extent, 
or that the white labour should he driven out of 
the field, as it certainly would be? Undoubtedly 
the introduction of black labour would in one 
sense prevent the decrease of Enropean la­
bourers' wages in the field, becm1se no European 
labourers would be employed there at all. Talk­
ing of protecting the wag·es of the white labourer 
by introducing black laboul' reminds me of what 
I once saw in a boat in mid-ocean, \Vhere one of 
the passengers pulled out the cork in the 
bottom of the boat to let the water rnn out. 
I think the prescription for keeping up the 
rate of wages by introducing· black labour is 
about as good as the action of that man. I do 
not propose at any great length to controvert 
the argument, because I think the people to 
whom it is addressed ttre sufficiently sensible to 
see that they have much more to fear from com, 
petition with infc-rior races than with their 
eg,ua.ls. Vlh;,t we desire, I apprehend, in this 

l8Ci4-S 

colony, is this : not to see the aggregation of 
wealth or the ae;-gregation of great estates in the 
hands of a few, but a general diffusion of wealth 
and prosperity ; and especially a diffusion 
of that wealth and prosperity amongst agricul­
tural settlers. The men we desire to introduce 
to de,·elop our agriculturallands-I speak for the 
part.y I have the honour to represent, and I hope 
I speak also for the great majority of the people of 
t-he colony-are men who will make Queensland 
their home, who will mix with us and not be an 
alien race arrwngst us, and who will not intro­
duce tluct element of dcgener[ttion which we have 
seen whenever the black and the white mce' 
have cndeamured to mix. Thooe are the objects 
\vhkh, <.Lt auy rate 3 're hnYe in view; they are 
definite end:; which T believe ,,,re worth ctrm;­
~·liug for, and which it io worth our while putti!ig 
forth all our elfol'ts tu attain. And I believe 
that the man who ,,ucceeds in attainh1g those 
object:; will deserve more of the future popu­
lation-of Qneensland-of the whole of Austmlia 
-than any man who succeeded in enabling 
a few persons to make large fortunes by 
the aiel of alie1_1 labour, at the expense of 
the future prosperity and· civilisation of the 
Anstralian continent. Before passing, I should 
say a word about the South Sea Islands, 
which have for some considerable period been 
a source of part of our labour supply-a source 
which it is c1uite certain is not inexhaustible, 
which appears to be diminishing, and which the 
restrictious recently imposed on the introduction 
of labourer~ from those islands will not have the 
effect of increasing. I have never had the oppor­
tnnity of answering any attack made upon the 
regulations that have recently been introduced, 
dealing with that subject. The only complaint 
that has been made arose out of some mistake 
made by rt clerk in the office, which was never 
brought to my notice. I should be very glad 
indeed to hear any hem. member-if one will ven­
ture-get up and complain of the undue severity of 
those 1·estrictions. 'rhe only conclusion I have 
been able to come to since they have been in force 
is, that if they err in any direction it is in the 
direction of not heing sufficie)ltly stringent. 
Every day almosl brings fresh evidence of the 
irreg-ularities that have been existing in that 
trade before the last attempt was made to 
ouppress them. The Bill that I propose to in· 
trocluce takes up the matter from the point of 
view I have already indicated-that it is to 
Europe that we should look for labour. I 
recognise, at the same time, that persons who 
are engaged in agricultural pursuits are entitled 
to a gTeat deal of consideration from the Govern­
ment and from the Parliament. We have 
already provided for the introduction of im­
migrants from Europe, but satisfactory arrange­
ments do not exist for the introduction of 
ag-ricultuml labourers. There is often a diffi­
culty in getting them, I know; and there is 
no matter that re([uires more careful super­
vision in the Agent-General's office in London 
than the engagen1ent of agricultural labourers. 
The instructions to send agricultural labourers 
are obeyed as far as they can be; but all 
sorts of abuses are pmctisecl, and many men find 
persons of nominal respectability to certify that 
they are of that class, and who, when they 
arrive here, show by their white hands that if 
they had previonsly engrrged in any industry-of 
course I do not speak of clerks-it has not been 
an honest one. Arrangements, however, will 
shortly be made by which we hope to be able to 
secure a very largely increased supply of agricul­
turallabourers from Greal Britain. They form 
one of the most valuable c!asse;, of men we can in­
troduce into the colony; and, as men who labour 
with their hands, they a!·e probably the most 
valuable, because they are the men whom w~ 
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really most require. Even lately, when laiJour 
accumulated in towns, consequent on the large 
increase of in1n1igration, there was never any 
difficulty in findin~ employment for any number 
of labourers of that kind. \V e propose to make 
ttrrangements immediately for selecting and 
forwarding agricultural labourers to Queens· 
land, but I do not think that England alone 
is the only country in Europe to which we onght 
to look for such labour. \V e ourselves, although 
we have been a septtrate nation for many yea;·", 
must remember the stock from which we came. 
\Ve have in our veins the blood of mttny conntriee 
besides England; Germany and Scandinavia are 
both countries related to us in blood, and the 
people of both these countries have shown tlmt 
they make admirable colonists, not only in 
Australia, but in the U nitecl States and the 
Dominion of Canada. I should be glad to welcome 
any number of men from either of those countries. 
They will coalesce with our own race, and form 
one united peop~e. There is an ample supply of 
labour of that kmcl to be procured; :tncl I believe 
that if people rec1niring agricultural lalJour will 
recognise :ts an existing fact that this country does 
not intend to give them bbour from Asia--which 
they cannot get unless Parliament gives it to 
them, and Parliament does not intend to do so ; 
and it is just as well to understand what lines 
we are rroing on-if they will recognise that fact, 
theywifireceive, I am sure, all the:tssistancefrom 
the Government and from the Parliament that 
can possibly be given them. There is no desire, 
I am sure, on the part of any people of thi:> 
cc>lony to injure any industry, but we are not 
prep:tred to allow any particular industry to 
obtam a temporary :tdvantage ttt the eXJJensc of 
the prosperity of the whole community ; lmt 
t.hey may rely upon every ttssistance of the 
r..•overmnent in gaining the ··end which I ha Ye 

stated, and which is the only one we are justified 
in pursuing. The present Immigration Act 
deals with indented labourers, but its provisions 
are quite unsatisfactory-certainly with regard to 
the scnle of payments by introducing employers. 
Those provisions are contained in the 12th and 
13th sections of the Act. The 12th section pro­
vides that-

•. Any employer in the colony wi:shing to engage and 
secure the -services of any mechanic, labourer, or srrvant 
in }~urope, ancl to bring snch mechanic. labourer. or 
f'ervant to the eolouy, may apply to the Immigration 
Agent in Brisbane. or to the Agcnt-Genern1. or to the 
agent on the Continent o! l~urope, as the cas'~ mny be, 
in the form or Schedule E hereto, or to the like e1fcet ; 
and on the conditious hereinafter mcntionecl bei11g; 
complied with, a passage to the colon~· shall be 1n·oyidctl 
for sneh mechauie, labourer, or ~('n'allt. "ho is ap­
proved or by the .A.gcnt-t:cucral.'' 

And section 13, after providing that a tlq>u.<iL in 
respect of the immigr"nt<.' passa;,;e money sh:1ll 
be paid by the intending employer at the cccah; 
fixed in the schedule, states :- · 

''And such employer, or the cluly authoriseJ. :tgl'nt flt 
:such employer, shall sign an agreemeut with such 
taechnnie, labourer, or ser-vant, whereby such meehanic 1 

labourer, ?r servant s.llall agree to serve such employer 
as aforesmd, tor any term not less than twelve calendar 
months, at such rate of wages as may be agreed upon ; 
and every such agreement shall be dcliYered to the 
Agent-General, or the agent on the continent of Europe, 
as the case may be." 

The next section provides that those agreements 
shall be valid in the colony. Now the schedule 
is a schedule intended to relate to nominated 
passengers, and it is unsuitable to the case of 
indented labourers, because it includes families; 
but it will be observed-so far as I can 
understand the 12th clnuse-that the ouly l''IS· 
~:tges that may be p:tid by the GMerii­
ment are the passages of labourers themselves. 
There is IlD provision for the payment of 
the passa;<es of their wives and children. 
The rate~- aro ;--Children, tetween one ;me! 

twelve, £1-of cour,;e there will be no chil­
dren inclenteclbetween one and twelve; between 
twelve aud forty, males £2, females £1; 
above forty and under forty-£ ve, males and 
females, £4; above fifty-£ ve, male, and females, 
£10. That scale was evidently framed for the 
case of nominated passengers, the only part 
which could relate to indented pasRengers being 
the provitdon concerning iunnign_t.nt::; lJetw·een 
the ages of twelve :tnd fifty-five. ] n onler that 
it may he practically worked it is necessary to 
amend the law, nncl this Bill deals with that 
subject. Itaho iuciclenktllydeals with the subject 
of nominated passengers. The 2nd sectiuu pro­
vides that-

" The Governor in Council mny dire et that pen-o11S o! 
any specified age ::;hall not he eligible to be nominated 
for a passage 'varrallt Ulldt'r th0}Jl'OYiSiOTIS Of the 9th SCCw 
tion of the principal Aet." 
'l'he privilege has been a good deal abused. Per· 
sons who are oltl, infirm, and sickly have been 
brought out to l1ecome a burden on the country 
almost as soon as they arrive, and there should 
be "''me power to prevent that. The main pro­
vi~ion in this Bill is that contained in the 3rcl 
section-

,, The sealc of :unount.s payable by an intending 
employer in rc;-;pect of the 11assagc to the colony of 
labourer~ or s(:;rvants, to be e11gaged by him in the 
1;nitcd Klu!-!,'dom or ou the Continent o! Em·ope under 
the vrovi:.;ions of the l~th section of the principal 
Act, Bhall be that set rorth 111 Sclwdule li'." 

'"rhe word "ruechauic.:s~~ itJ left out, becan~e I 
do nut think there i' any necessity to introduce 
indente<l meclmnicc<. There is a large supply of 
rnechanieN in tl1e colony ; too n1any 1 jn fact, 
ban3 been cmuing- out lately, and I ha.ve fio 
instructed the AKent-General by telegraph. The 
scale substituted for that in the principal Act, 
which I have already pointed out is inap] •licnblc 
to the case of indented labourers, is as follows:-

" I'or mal<"" lJetween the ages of twelve and forty 
years, £1 eaeh; 

"l"or femateH bchveen those agf',", whether the wives of 
incleJ1teU labourers or tbe1nselYes indented, £1 each; 

"l!'or children of an indented laboureruuder the age o! 
t wch·e years, 10s. each; 

"}'or all above the age or forty year:--~ t.hc full amount 
o! 1m~~age money." 
\Ve do not desire to introduce 0lcl men as in­
dented labourero. The scale is framed with a. 
view to the introduction of men who will become 
used to the climate, and to the soil, am! will 
becmne useful labourer.-.; and pern1anent residents 
and colonists, and tr~,ke :1 pal't in our nffain.~. 
\V c offer no encouragement to old men, but only 
to young n1en capable of work; and \Ve wish 
them to bring their wives and families with 
t.helll. Those are the provisions of the Bill, unrl 
1 Lclie\'e tlwtif the"" are ''"l'l'ied uut lwnestly, with 
a de:-,ire tu a"''"-i~t in :settling the eolon.Y, t}w Inoney 
e xpencledwill be very· well expended; and that after 
the system ha~ bet]n in r~peration lonr~ enough to 
be compared with the rhal ,ysicm \vhich ma~" be 
seeu in nperntion in the other colonies I have 
already referred to the colony \V ill ne vel' l'C'' ret 
the d:ty when it adopted this course of action 
rather than the other. Auother section con­
tained in the Bill is-

" EYcry agreement for the employment o! a. lalJourer 
or servant macte under the provisions of tl1e thirteenth 
section of the principal Act shaH contain u. stipulation 
that the employer !:ill:.tll provide sufficient and proper 
aceommodntion for such labourer or servant and his 
family during the term of the agreement.'' 
That is a very important provision. I believe 
thot it is as much the interest as the duty of 
employers to provide proper accommodation 
for their Hervants allt.l fmnilii ~. Thete are 
some classee of lnbonrers who do not rec1nire 
much in the ""Y of accommodation- they 
will ,ulmlit to auything·- but I think it 
:o.ihould be part of the ~grccrncnt; llJ~cle in 
l:>1rr;peJ that UltlC:: .. ; l'rr-re: acc•:'n1.rp~datic·n 
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is provided by the employer, the agree­
ments will be broken. I do not propose 
to go at large into the f)_Uestion of the 
suitability of white labour for sugar-growing; 
but I will say that I have never yet heard 
any arguments to convince n1e that Euro­
peans are unfit for it. I r1uite believe that there 
are many kinds of work-such, for instance, as 
tlutt done by timber-getters in the North, which 
new arriv>tls from l~nrope would be quite unfit 
for; but they are quite capable of doin,; any 
ordinary agricultural work. I s1wuld like to 
know what work is to be done in agricul­
ture which would compare with that clone by 
the cedar-getters or miners in the North. But 
that is a question upon which, I suppose, we shall 
ilot a;;:ree until the experiment has been tried. I 
do not believe you will ever find European agri­
cultural labourers a~Tee to work in the canefielcls 
in gangs ; I admit they will not do it ; not Le­
cause they cannot, but because they will not. 
I do not think it woulu be a very great loss 
to the community if that system of agricul­
ture were discontinued, and fur it were 
substituted a system of individual agriculture, 
where the workmen are them;e]ves interested 
in the woduct of their labour. I do not wish it 
for a moment to he supposed tlmt I think the 
introduction of :European labour will be a sub­
stitute for the gangs of coloured labour emjJloyed 
in tnany of the sugar-growing plantations; but 
J have yet to learn that there is anything 
.o;o peen liar about :sugar-growing th:1t it 1nu~t be 
necessarily worked by gangs of servile lnbour. 
It is not found necessary in New ~outh \Vales; 
and it is not found necessary in many parts of 
Queensland where the experiment of doing 
without it ·has been tried. Perhaps I may be 
to!U that in the Sandwich Islands the ex­
periment has been tried and proved a 
failure. Now, I have recently received a 
pamphlet, which I am sorry I have not here 
with me, written by one of the officers of State 
of that country, giving a report on the Scandina­
vian immigrants introduced there and the causes 
of their alleged failure as agricultural labourers. 
The reason was that they were not agricultural 
labourers at all; they were men entirely unused 
to agriculture ; they were badly treated, ami 
they declined to work in the fields. If they 
were willing to work they did not know the 
way. A small minority who were agricultural 
labourers were able to do the work with perfect 
ease, and no difticulty arose with them, though 
that is a country much hotter than Qneenslam!. 
Jiowever, it is perhaps not necessary to go into 
this question. I think we should start on the 
assumption that the colony ha., pronounced 
its verdict-that if there i• to he any labour 
introduced here, as there must be, we are 
to look to I,;urope for it, and not to Asia. 
With that view this Bill has been intro­
duceu. H offers every inducement to agri­
cultural labourers; they may he hired in 
Eumpe, and their wives and families may come 
with them. Of course, if this becomes lttw 
necessary provision will be made for the selection 
and engagement of labourers. If any agricul· 
turists of one class or another deliberately 
set themselves up <tgainst the rest of the com­
munity; if they defy tbem and endeavour to 
render a scheme of this kiml unworkable, 
they have only themselves to blame for any 
evil that may result from it. If, for instance, 
any class in the community deliberate!~· attempts 
to lower wages, merely for the purpose of lower· 
ing them, and for the purpose of preventing the 
success of any endeavour made by the Parlia­
ment to supply them with labour, let the 
consequences be upon their own head~. 
The system I propose will undoubt.edly 
work ·~)'el1 1 if it ia de3J.:ed tc ·wcr1:: weil. J 

If a measure of this kind passes it will be ad­
ministered with a desire to make it work welL 
If others will not take advantage of the oppor­
tunities that are offered to them they will have 
to thank themselves for any loss that they may 
sustain. I believe, in the present state of public 
opinion-which, I hope will always continue, for 
I believe we are on the right track in that res­
pect-that this is the proper way of dealing with 
the Labour question. I therefore commend the 
Bill with great confidence to this Parliament and 
to the country. I move that it be now read a 
second time. 

Question put. 
Mr. BLACK ,aiel it would appear from the 

speech of the hon. the Premier that if failure 
resulteu from the experiment contained in the 
Bill the planters were to be blamed for it; 
whereas, should it possibly result in success, the 
Government would take the credit for it. Last 
session, when speaking on the Pacific Island 
Labourers Bill, the Premier sail!:-

"I believe the Bill to be the best temporary solution 
or the difficulty that is practicable. I hope that next 
session the GOvernment will be in a position to 
announce that satisfactory arrangements have been 
made for the introduction into the colony of labour 
which will obviate the cries which are constantly being 
made for what is called sometimes servile labour, 
and sometimes reliable labour. At present the Govern­
ment are not in a JlOsition to bring rorward a complete 
scheme." 
That wte>i said b:;t session, anu it was holding 
out hopes to the :.gricultural industry of the 
Xorth, that this session something of a perma­
nent nature would he laid before Parliament 
which would soh·e this very difficult question o£ 
labour re<JUired in the northern portion of the 
colony as opposed to what might reasonably be 
expected to serve for the South. Then the 
hon. Premier said, with reference to the reason 
why the late able and efficient Agent-General 
was superseded:-

"At the present time we hope to see some distinct 
action taken to iutroducc immigrants rrom Europe, 
and it is desirable that we should have a. colleague in 
perrect accord with us, to whon1 we need not g-ivo 
minute instructions.'' 
And then, in the Opening Speech to the House, 
His Excellency, in expressing the views, he 
supposed, of the Government said:-

,,The subject o! immigration, and of the supply ot 
labour for the numerous and increasing industries of the 
colony, has receiYed the anxious attention ot my ad~ 
YiS(~r'<>. Improved arrangements will shortly be cornu 
plctcd for the selection of suitable immigrant! in &reat 
Britain and the Continent of Europe, and for their 
conveyance on urrhal to the places where their labour 
i.'li most requirLd: and a Bill "ill be laid before you to 
~mend the provisions of the Immigration Act relating 
to the engagement and introduction or indented 
labonrers from Europe. I trust that by these means, 
and by offering liberal inducements to settle upon the 
1mblic lanch;, a constant stream of immigrant~ of all 
clasf'e.-:s may he steadily maintained without an undue 
hnrd.en being laid upon the rrreasury, and that the 
dangers attendant upon the introduction of large 
nmHbers or Asiatic~ into the community may be 
snccessfnlly avoidctl." 
Those were the promises that had been held 
out-that the Government had it under their 
serious considemtion to introduce a complete 
scheme by which planters, and especially the 
planters of the North, were to be shown how 
they would he able to work their estates to a 
sucessful issue. He did not suppose that any 
hon. gentleman believed that it would be for the 
welfare of the colony to force a system upon the 
planters of theN orth which would necessarily 
result in the ruin of them individually and of 
the industry ; but what had they got? They 
had got a Bill containing five clauses, which he 
ventured to say was the biggest sham, as contain" 
bg a solution of tlut difticult auestion1 that a,ny 
Go·rernme~/u had ever 1::.-cught be!~ re tr:e ::::::-use. 
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There was nothing in the Bill beyond a slight 
alteration in the details of the present Act. 
There was nothing in it that was not in the 
Immigration Act of 1882. The only difference 
he could see in it was that labour that was 
procurable for £2 per head W[LS to be reduced 
to £1. That was the whole of the Bill-that 
whereas planters did not indent lal1our from 
Ji~urope at £2, they were now told that if they 
would only yield their convictions they should 
have labonr introduced for £1. It was not a 
question of £1 or £2 that was in the way of the 
introduction of that system into the colony. 
The planter at present paid £23 for the in­
troduction of a kanaka. It was not a matter 
of sentiment with them. They did not prefer 
a black man bl3canse he lmd a black face ; 
they undoubtedly would prefer men of their 
own mce, if those men were aLle to do the 
work. They preferred C<>loured men because the 
experience of ages had proved that those men 
were able to do a description of work which a 
European wnrs unwilling, and, in n1any e<:tses, 
unable to do. It was not a question of low 
wa3'es at all. It was a question of gettin3' a 
description of labour which wag sufficiently 
reliable to carry on an industry which had 
proved itself up to the present time to have done 
no harm to the colony, but, on the contrary, to 
have been one of undoubted magnitude, and one 
which had brought the colony as an a3'ricul­
tural country into prominence before the whole 
world. He was not going to enter into any 
long dissertation on the Rugar industry. He 
\Vas going to accept the position as it was 
forced upon the colony and upon the planters by 
the present Government-as they said, in accord­
ance with the views expre"ed at the last general 
election. He differed from those views. He 
said that the opinion, at all e1·ents in the northern 
part of the colony, during the last election was 
not that there should be no coloured labour, but 
that that labour sh.:mld be controlled and con­
fined to -certain portions of the r<gricnltnral 
industry. And, he believed, at the present time, 
if the vote of the country could Le takt·n, the 
result would be the "ame; J,,•cauo>e people 
were now awake to the fact that, without 
the employment of a certain proportion of 
black labour, it was impo,siLle to get employ­
ment for Europeans. \Vhat was the result of 
the administration of the prcBent GoYernmcnt 
since they came into office ? l<'rom the i\ ew 
South 'Vales border to Crtpe York was there a 
single new plantation being started? The pre­
sent Act was in force, and the planter could 
get labour for £2, if he thought it" as suitable. 
\Vhy was it that there was such an extraor· 
dinary depression in the industry; had they 
found that there had been any additional 
employment for Europeans? Never since the sugar 
industry was initiated had there been such distress 
amongst the European portion of the population. 
The planters were compelled to curtail their 
operations, ; and what was the result"? The 
Emopeans were thrown out of employment. 
Ask any of the engineering firms in Brisbane to 
compare the present state of affairs with what it 
was two or three years ago. They had no orders. 
Ask any shipping firms. They, too, complained 
in the s:.me way. The whole progress of the 
North was being- checked, and checked to such 
'Lll extent that there would be such a feeling of 
irritation, unless better counsels prevailed, that 
there would be one unanimous cry for separation 
throughout the whole of the North. That was a 
question he had never encouraged, and one which 
he hadonpreviousoccasions much deprecated. He 
would far rather see federation than separation ; 
but when he saw such determined attempt" 
made to ignore the difference of climate between 
the ;'I orth aJ+d bouth, be oaid that the 

present Queen-street Ministry had not the 
slightest consideration for anything north of 
Hockhampton. He said that advisedly; and 
that if they persisted in legislation for the 
benefit of the South without taking into considera­
tion the requirements of the North, the cry for 
Reparation would be unanimou,ly supported in 
the North; llnd he s:tw no re<tson why the time 
should not arrive when that cry wonlrl be carried 
out. 'l'he North wouhl have nothing tn lose by 
separation, and on the contrary the South 
would have everything to lose 'md nothing to 
gain by it. They had no progressive imlus­
tries down here, except the Gympie mining 
induRtry, and that he ltchnitted was a grand 
indn><try. The agricultural imlu,;try down 
here wa~ in a langnitShiug Htate. The only 
profitable agricultural induotry (~ueenshtnd lntd 
;;ot wa~ tropical tLgrienltnre, and now a blow 
was bein3' struck at it which threatened to 
annihilate it before very long. The hun. gentle­
man had spoken of hordes of Inelians being 
introduced to compete with white labourers. 
That was a very exaggerated way of putting it. 
To begin with, hordes of Indians were not 
going to be introduced ; hordes of ka1uckas had 
not been introduced ; and he would say that 
whatever coloured labour had been brought into 
the colony had been the means of providing 
employment for Enropeans who would have had 
no employment without it; and under proper 
regulatiOns, for which he had always held out, 
they could be confined to field-work. The hon. 
gentleman had admitted just now, and it was 
the first time he had heard him admit it, that 
their own people would not do field-work. 

The PHK~IIEH: I did nothing of the kind. 
You cannot quote correctly. 

l\'lr. BLACK 'nid the hon. gentleman ad­
mitted that they would not work in gm1gs. 

The PRE:VIIER: Hear, hear l 
::\Ir. BLACK asked what more admi:;sion 

could the hon. gentleman make? How on earth 
"'"''field. work on a pbntation to be carried on 
but in gangs? 1 f men had to work by C'ontract 
they nnmt work in gangR. If the European 
labourer wonld not work in gang~, the ratP 
of wages he would get would compel him to 
break his engagement, and the~· \rould have 
their gaols full of lo,v-clas' European labour. 
The hrm. member had said nothing about 
where the men were to come from or what 
rate of wage, they were to get. He had shown 
the House nothing of the complete scheme which 
he had promised to bring in. From the planters' 
poiht of view he (l\Ir. J3lack) admitted the pres­
sure which was being brought to bear upon 
them-they were unable to get the labour which 
they thought necessary. They had made the 
experiment and done their hest. They had 
establi"hed an industry which was certainly the 
third in magnitude in the colony-an industry 
worth a million sterling a year to the country. 
They had followed the example of other countrie.~ 
and might have been wrong, but there was the 
result l That was what they had done on those 
lines. They would like to extend and con­
tinue the prosperity of the industry they had 
brought about, but the Government stepped 
in and said, "Everything you have been doing 
is on a wrong line ; you starve your men ; you 
do this and that;" and they got up a public anti­
coolie cry, and the result was they had suc­
ceeded in so far as to nearly ruin that in­
dustry. He believed there was £5,000,000 
or £ti,OOO,OOO uond ,tide invested in Queens· 
bnd on the faith of the previous Govern­
ment in vitin3' those men to undertake that 
occupation, a& they certainly did when they 
passed the Polynesian Act and allowed the 
Coolie Act to ren1ain ou the St<Ltute-boo)>, 
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Those men were led into that position by 
the action of the previouH GoYerument, and 
now the pre,;ent Government turned round 
>tml said-" Everything you have done- the 
lines upon which you have started thi,; in­
duc;try, though it might have done c;oncl for the 
country--are all wrong. \Ve shall therefore 
deprive you of the labour you consider e,;,;ential, 
and which was guaranteed to you when you 
started, :md we will giYe you a "'sten1 of 
labour which your planters ,·ay is m;suitable, 
but which we the Government, in our wis­
dom, consider is adapted to your purpose." 
\Yhy did not the hon. gentleman tell them 
where the labour was to be bronght from ? 
\V ere they to have Germans or ::Yhltese ? It 
seemed strange that no provision for that 
appeared in that complete scheme. They might 
fiO on for another year or two years Lefore the 
Government would put the Act in force. \\'here 
were those men to come from? The planters 
were willing to take those men, and would give 
them as high wages as the indu.>try could afford 
to pay ; but he would point out to that House 
what would be the· result of that Bill. It would 
lower the rate of wages of all the working men 
in the colony. He could explain why that 
would be the result. In order to supersede 
coloured labour they would be required in very 
large numbers. He knew that an application, 
if not r.lready handed in, would be handed 
in very shortly to the Government for three 
thousand immigrants to he brought out this 
year under the Bill. They 'rould be treated 
well-and he might just say that that clause 
in the Bill about treating them well was per­
fectly unnecessary, and was put in evidently 
for padding. There would be an application 
for three thousand of those men, and he hopec! 
the Government had something more than that 
sheet of paper in connection with the Bill-he 
hoped they were organising some scheme at 
home in connection with it. He was sure those 
men would be well receive<l and well treated 
when they landed here, but he could assure the 
House that whatever mte of wages they would 
be engaged at would establish the rate of 
wages for the district in which they were en­
gaged. They could not have a, low- paid 
and a high-paid class of white men working 
side by side. Those men would be in a majority. 
They would take the place of coloured men, and 
the inevitable result would be that the rate of 
wages would be lowered all over the colony. 
Those men would not stop on, and the first thing 
they would do would be to break their agree­
ments on the first opportunity and spread all 
over the colony. He could well understand that 
if the Government had been really anxious to 
carry out that scheme they might have offered 
such inducements to those men as would have 
led to their undertaking to faithfully perform 
the work expected of them. If those European 
labourers were informed that if they faithfully 
carried out their agreement for two or three 
years they would have a piece of land 
granted to them, that would be an induce­
ment to them to fulfil their agreements. 
But the Minister for Lands told them on the 
previous day that the whole of the homestead 
clauses were to be swept away. Therefore, the 
chief inducement which labourers from Europe 
would have to come to Queensland-namely, the 
acquirement of a bit of land-was to be swept 
away by the policy of the Government. 

The PREMIER : Not at all. 
Mr. BLACK : What chance had a man who 

came out here and worked probably at 12s. a 
week-which he assumed hon. members would 
admit was a fair rate of wages for men of that 
class-of getting land? He was no advocate for 

Ss. or 10«. a week ; he helie,·ed that 12s. would 
Le the rate of wages. \Vhat chances, he again 
~esked, had men, working at th:tt rate, after they 
had fulfilled their agreements, of haYing suffi­
cient money tll comply with the conditions of 
the Lane! Jlill now hefc,re the House 'I \Vhy, a 
man could not touch a Lit of land withotit 
fencing it in. The inducen1ent for rnen to corne 
out was to be swept away, and they would there­
fore he brought out under false pretences. They 
woul<l come lwre; they would swarm all over 
the country ; am! the general rate of wages 
would be lowered all round. Black labour 
had not, up to the present time, been intro­
duced to compete with white labour. The more 
blark labour was introduced the more employ­
ment was provided for the European. It waB 
singular that since the sugar industry started 
there had not been a single instance of anyone 
holding views against black labour having gone 
to theN orth and put them to the test of practice. 
It was nll very well for hon. gentlemen to sit in 
that House and lay rlown the law as to how a 
man was to carry on his business, and tell the 
planter in the North that he was working on 
wrong lines ; that was very easy indeed. But was 
it nc)t singular that not one of the hon. gentlemen 
holding those views had tried to give them practi­
cal effect ·1 'l'here was not a single plantation in 
the North worked exclusively by white labour. 
'rhere might be one or two in the South ; and he 
admitted that where a labour market such as 
l3ri:-;bane ·was near, and where n1en could be got 
at 12,;. a week, it was pos.,ible to do it. He harl 
inquired that day as to the ruling rate of wages 
for men of thnt class in Brisbmw, and fount! 
it tn be 12s. \VImt he wished partieularly to 
point out was that whereas the planter did not 
avail himself of the Act when he could indent 
labourers at £2 a head, he was not likely to do it 
when he could get them for £1. The differencs be­
tween the two sums, as contained in the miserable 
little Bill before the House, wnnlrl certR.inly not 
encourage the planter to avail himself of the 
Act. But the Government having taken steps 
to strangle the industry by the stoppage of 
colomed labour, he acln•itted that the planters 
must try white labour. But he wished it to be 
distinctly · understood that it was not the 
planters who brought in this cheap white labour: 
it was the Government who were inducing that 
class to come out here ; they paid their pas­
sages, and they hoped that they were not going 
to compete with the working men that were here 
now. In looking over the speeches on immigra­
tion made last year in that House, he found 
that the junior member for North Brisbane 
spoke of the absurdity of agreements made 
on the Continent. The hon. gentleman 
would find that in vol. 37, page 111. Now, 
what chance would there be of those men 
adhering to their agreements when they came 
out? They could not be hound to their agree­
ments ; it would be unfair to expect it. They 
would be engaged in Europe with an entirely 
wrong idea of the work they were to be put to, 
and the result would be that they would not 
only break their engagements but probably 
leave Queensland. The rate of wages would. be 
lowered so much that they would not remain 
here, and Queensland would be simply providing 
immigrants for New South Wa,les. 

The PREMIER: ·what page did you say? 
Mr. BLACK : Page 111 ; on the absurdity 

of agreements made on the Continent ! 
Mr. BROOKES: I never said >tnything of the 

kind. 
Mr. BLACK : He would like to point out to 

that House that the question of coloured labour 
from the planters' point of view was not one of 
cheapnegs, It was generally admitted that the 
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kanaka, which was the only reliable coloured 
labour they had at present, was not cheap labour. 
There was no saving in money in employing 
kanak.as, provided the planters could get Euro­
peans who were willing and able to do the 
work. If the Government could only bring 
ot1t a description of labour which they gaid 
was so suitable and reliable, the plrtnters were 
willing to take it. But what he comphtined 
of was, that in the Bill now before the 
House there was no provision for dealing 
with a very important point in connection 
with the subject. Indenting a bmaka­
with his wages divided over three years-cost 
£20 10s. a year; that was what he cost, exclusive 
of his rations ; and the rations the kanaka got 
were the same as those the J<~uropean got ; 
let that be understood. There was no ques­
tion of starving kanakas or starving Europeans 
when they got them ; the planters knew 
too much for that. The cost of a European 
at 12s. a week would Le £30 a year-£30 
a year against £20 10s. for a kanaka. But 
hon. gentlemen must bear in mind that the 
mortality amongst the kanakas was very great, 
and that the loss from death was generally 
during the first year of their introduction. So 
that hon. members would understand him 
when he said that the actual cost of the 
kanaka per head came up to £30-the same 
as the European labourer could be got for. 
Therefore there must be something beyond the 
mere sentimental view of the case which induced 
planters to pay at present as much for the 
kanak:t as for the European l:tbourer. The 
planter believed that in the coloured man he had 
got a description of labour which was able and 
willing to do the work; but ho very much 
doubted whether the European labourer could 
ever be made to do work which was undoubtedly 
distasteful to him. He had gut now the speech 
of the junior member for North Brisbane. The 
hon. member said-

" Re objected that anybouy •hon!Lt be empowered to 
make agreements with ignorant people in Englund, 
Ireland, or the Continent, and that the agreements 
which these people signed thinking they were doing 
well for themselves-that those agreements should be 
valid and binding as though they had been l.}.lade in the 
colony. • * * He would conR-ider that the agree­
ment was not honest, that this in reality was not a free 
colony, and that he had been asked to sign his consent 
to a rate o:! wages lower than that which he could have 
got had he come out without an agreement." 
That was substantially what he (Mr. Black) 
had said-that the European labourer who was 
employed at home would consider that he had 
been defrauded when he came out here, and that 
he would refuse to carry out his agreement when 
he found that men of the same race and 
nationality were working alongside of him at a 
higher rate of wages. The consequence would 
be, not that the cheap labourer would have his 
wages raised so much as that the higher paid men 
would have theirs reduced. He considered that, 
on the whole, the Bill was the biggest sham that 
could be ever laid upon the table of the House. 
There was nothing new in it, and he had no 
doubt it would pass ; but he trusted the Govern­
ment would give them some idea as to the steps 
they were going to take to put the Act in force­
whether we were to get Germans, or Maltese, 
or Scandinavians, or where the labour was to 
come from which was to supply the most im­
portant industry of the colony with wh:tt it 
required. 

After a pause-
Mr. HAMILTON moved the adjournment of 

the House. 
Mr. BLACK said he really was astonished 

to think that the Government, with the large 
folhwing they had at their backs, would not say 

a single word, or get one of their supporters to 
say a word, on this important question. H~ was 
sure there was no matter which could be brought 
before the House or the country which was nf 
more vit:tl importance to the working men of 
the country. The GoYrrnment and their sup­
porter,q had given expression to their Yiews on 
this Labour question-they had led the country 
to believe that large numbers of cheap Euro­
pean labourers were going to be introduced, 
and the question, he believed, was taken more 
interest in by the country than even the Land 
question. They had had a speech from the 
Premier-a ,·ery good speech, no doubt-but he 
(Mr. Black) had referred to several points in the 
measure which he thought were deserving of some 
reply-as to where the labourers were to come 
from, and how the Government were going 
to get them, and various matters of detail. 
He had sat down for some few minutes, and 
not one single member of the Govern;nent 
or their supporters got up to say a smgle 
word. \V ere they :tfraid to justify a measure 
which they knew was fraught with great danger 
to the colony? He was glad the adjournment of 
the debate had been moved, and he hoped it 
would be cnrried. 

Mr. BROOKES said the reason he had sat 
still was thut there was nothing in the hon. mem­
ber's speech which called very seriously for a 
reply ; hut seemg that the hon. gentleman 
wou.ld be very uneasy unless his arguments­
which no doubt he cnnsidered irrefutable.­
were not replied to, he (::\Ir. Brookes) wnulcl 
say a few words on the subject. It might 
be well that he should state that the hon. m em· 
ber began by misrepresenting the Premier, an< l 
finished hy misrepresenting him (::\Ir. Brookes), 
and he was very sorry to say a tendency to 
misunderstand fair argument was :t feature i11 
the hon. member's "peeches. The hon. member 
complained that the Premier did not say where 
the labourers were to come from. 'rhe Premier, 
as he (~fr. Brookes) understood him, did say 
where they were to come from, and positively 
mentioned Germany and Scandinavia. No"·, 
what more did the hon. member for 1\Iackay 
want ? The Premier did not lay down any 
hard-and-fast rule, and did not say that these 
labourers might not be Italians, or l\faltese, or 
South Russians ; and yet the hon. member for 
Mackay must know very well that it was not to 
disparage the people he (Mr. Brookes) had men­
tioned that he said that Gel!lnans :tnd Scandina­
vians were better than they were. When he 
thought about the qualities of immigrants he 
was inclined to imagine that hon. gentlemen 
opposite really did not k~ww as much as 
ordin:trily well-informed persons. It certainly 
did not appear from what they said. Did not 
everyone know that the German element 
had contributed more than any other to 
the ]Jrosperity of the United States? In the 
Germ:tn element he included the Danish, 
Swedish, and Norwegian ; and if the Premier 
only mentioned those he mentioned quite enough. 
\Vhat was the use of going to Malt:t for labourers'! 
They knew what those cm en were. God forbirl 
that he should unrlermte n,nybody, but there 
was no comparison between the immigTants they 
could get from Germany anrt those who coni<! 
by any possibility come frorn Malta. It went 
against his grain to institute comparisons 
of that kind, but they knew Yery well that 
neither Italians, nor 1\Talte;;e, nor Spaniards, 
if they could get them, would in "ny wise 
compare with the Germans as suitable colonists 
for Queensland. The hon. member for Mackay 
had misrepresented him, but he would tell the 
House again what he meant. It was this: that 
if the Government or private persons entered 
into engagements with Germans at :t mte of 
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wages greatly below the current rate in the 
colonies, n.nd e\ en if those engagenumtl.{ were 
entererl into a~ain here, the first effect would be 
that they would all run aw"Y· As soon as ever 
Germans on sugar plantations found that they 
had been engaged for less wages than they could 
obtain elsewhere, they would leave the planta­
tions. The hon. member for .Mackay hinted at 
what would be the conser1uence-the gaols would 
be full of them; but did anybody suppose for a 
moment that it would be possible to put three 
thousand Germans in gaol in Queensland for 
running away from their work? It was a 
complete reduction to absurdity, and the hon. 
1ne1nber's argtunent was ab~urd. l~ nless the 
planters were prepared to pay fair wages they 
would not get Germans or anybody else ; and if 
the industry could not afford to pay a fair rate 
of wages, the sooner it peri8hed the better. They 
did not want low wages in Queensland. Tl)e 
hon. member for Nlackav seemed to think he 
made a point, as against "those who represented 
large constituencies in the House, when he said 
that those absconding labourer.s would flow over 
all the colony and reduce the wages of everybody 
else. He could assure the hrm. member that 
nothing of the kind would take place. The 
Pre1nier's idea of the sugar industry was one 
which, as well M his speech, would commend 
itself to the judgment of enrybody-namel;y, the 
cultivation of sugar by persons who were of 
their own race, who had wives and families com­
fortably located, who were making a comfortable 
living, and who were justified in hoping that when 
they had made a little money they would be 
able to have a little sugar plantation of their 
own. It was not quite fair, although it might 
be considered 80 from a parti,an point of view, 
for the hon. member for 1lackay to make such 
a point on the appe~rent abolition of the home­
stead clauses. The hon. member made a great 
deal too much of it, for both he and the colony 
might rest quite assured that the home,tead 
clauses were not going to be abolished. They 
were not aboli,hed in the Bill. 'rhe error of 
the planters from the beginning had been, that 
they had instituted the sugar industry on a 
rotten basis-on a basis which was not consistent 
with the safety and welfare of the colony. He 
did not say that they had not been encouraged 
and led on to do what they had done. Inde~d, 
he was sorry to have to admit that, through 
the negligence of past Government8, the 
planters had got themsel veg into " position into 
which they could say they had to some extent 
been induced by the Legislatnre. But they would 
extricate themselves from that position more 
easily if they at once accepted the position. 
Large estates would never do in Queensland­
God forbid they ever should !-and it would he a 
black clay for the colony if ever that system of 
agriculture should prevail. Such a Hystmn would 
lower wages and degrade the British working 
men all over the colony, and the worst of it 
would be that there would be no remedy for it. 
It would be simply incurable. It would affect 
everything-onr social condition, our politics, 
our morals, everything tluct went to make up 
the community. The Bill was, therefore, a very 
good one, and showed that the Government had 
taken a mnch wider view of the question 
than was taken hy the Government which 
passed the Immigration Act, when he (::\fr. 
Brookes} made those remarks to which the 
hon. member for l\Iackay had referred. He had 
alway.s said that that Bill wa,s not framed in the 
interests <)f the working men, but in the interests 
of employers; and the hon. member for Blackall 
(Mr. Archer} might remember that he alluded to 
him personally and pointedly when he said that 
there were some gentlemen in the House who 
harl never gnt over the old squatting idea, that 

the only people who ought to be sent for as immi­
grants were persons who had no money, and who 
would be obliged to work for wages when they 
came out-a pauper immigration, in fact. 
But the time had now come when they 
thonght they could get something better than 
a pauper immigration ; when they thought 
they could get intelligent people, with their 
wives and families. The Government wer., 
prepared to offer to planters those induce­
ments, and it would be for the planters them­
selves to decide whether they would accept them 
or not. The hon. member for Mackay said they 
had no alternative, and he (Mr. Brookes} was 
glad to hear it, and hoped the hon. member 
would advise the planters to accept them. How 
should he refer to the way in which the hon. 
member for ]\Jackay spoke of separation- about 
the North separating from the South Y Did they 
not all know that the North had not a shilling 
to bless itself with ? They were as poor as 
crows-the \\'hole lot of them. 

1\Ir. MO REREAD : I think the Premier has 
some land outside of Townsville, which will bring 
him in a lot of money. 

Mr. BROOKES Sll,id the House knew very 
well what he meant ; and he asserted that the 
North had not the materialg out of which 
they could be separated. 'l'hey had neither 
money nor brains - that was worse still. 
"What did an argument like that amount to? 
Open discord between the north and south of 
the colony, and for what? He would not mind 
their quarrelling if there was anything to be got 
by it; but suppose separation did take place, 
where would they be in the North? He could 
only consider such inflammatory language, M 
had been userl by the Iron. member, aR showing 
the poverty of his arguments, and the nakedness 
and incurable badness of the case which he 
supported. 

J\Ir. ARCHER : I am not going to speak, sir, 
to the main que"tion now particularly; but I 
would like to make a few remarks regarding the 
sugar industry. We have just been told that if 
the sugar industry cannot be worked without 
gangs, let it perish. \Vel!, I know several indus­
tries that could be worked without gangs. I know 
that in this country we could get our 8Upplies 
of everything we wanted-ir01unongery, for in~ 
stance-if instead of having one big ironmongery 
shop we had a dozen small ones. But a big iron­
mongery shop is worked by a gang, and can 
supply our wants better and more cheaply than 
a dozen small ones. \Vhat is the use of talking 
about gangs? A "g[l,ng" simply mean• tt lot of 
people that are engaged together in one employ­
ment instead of being scattered about; and why 
should sugar be grown by individual cultiva­
tors more than ironmongery sold by every 
man for himself? The thing is the great­
est rubbish I ever heard. All the luxuries 
we ·enjoy are entirely brought about by the 
employment of gangs. \Ve could not have the 
British-India ste"mers unless there was a great 
gang of engineers employed ; no blacksmith 
could build a steamer in his shop. \Vhy should 
a line be drawn between trading-which has 
made many hon. gentlemen in thi" House 
wealthy and enabled ihem to retire from 
business -and sugar-growing, which i~ just 
as much a trade as that carried on in tt foundry 
or an ironmonger'R shop? If Iron. members wiil 
consider, they will see that the same rule applies 
to everything; all mccessful and big operations 
are worked by gangs. It is absolute nonsense to 
t~tlk about confining agriculture to small indi­
vidual proprietors, just M it would be to pass tt 
law preyenting a shopman from keeping more 
than one man employed. If a person ha~ a lttrge 
cRpital he will not coment to open " ~hop to be 
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kept by himself alone, where his en pi tal collld nuL 
be used; and where a per.,on with a l~.rge cat•ital 
is going into ft: businc.-;s like sng:1r-growing he 
will not consent ttl enter into it un[~,~ he cttu 
find occupation for his capital There arc a 
great many people in this Huu,e, and I hope all 
through the colony, who will not "ce the wgar 
industry perishing for want of someone tu do 
the work. Ther~ is no talk about the sugar­
planters not being able to pny for the labour 
they require ; what they want is labonr 
that will not run away and lc,we them in the 
lurch. It appears that there are a grea.t many 
people in this House who look upon the sugar 
industry as something apart from mHl ,]ifferent 
from any other industry in the world. 

The PREMIER: 'l'lmt is exactly what we 
complain of-thnt you treat it as if it were dif­
ferent from anything else. 

Mr. AROH.ER : IV e do not do anything of 
the kind. \Vhen those on this side lmve tried to 
put the sugar industry on another footing years 
ngo-Sir 'l'homas Mcilwraith for one, a;1~l the 
hon. member for 'l'ownsville (J\[r. :Uacros~nn) 
for nnother- they have always been fonght 
by the side which is now trying to throw 
obstacles in the way of the sugar indn~try. 
\Vhat we complain of .with regnrcl to the sng::tr­
planters is th"t they hnve been led on to 
invest enormous capit::tls in the industry, ancl 
are then told, "Let the sugar indu~try perish." 
Years ago, my hon. friend the member for 
Townsville proposed that a certain time should 
be appointed after which the introduction of 
kanaka" should ce,,se; I know that Sir 'J'homas 
Mcil wraith did the same ; and at that time the 
gentlernen now ~itting on the other ~ide \Vere 
the Government of the country. They took no 
notice of it, they slurred it over; they allnwml 
people to belie Ye' that a constant supply of htbour 
would be introduced for the sug::tl' plantations ; 
and when they have got people to invest their 
money they try to rle,.;trny the inlhmtry ; and in 
this course they appear to have the fnll concur­
renc& of those sitting on the other side. I do 
not hear them saying anything about lettint: 
every other large industry perish, simply because 
they are worked by gangs. 

Mr. MAOEARLAKE said he thought that 
the hon. gentleman hardly apprehended what 
the Premier meant when he spoke about 
the employment of gangs. \Vhat he under­
stood by the remark was that there was 
a difference of intelligence in the labonrers, and 
that there would b<> no necessity for white 
labourers to work in gang,;, since they could be 
instructed hy the proprietor to work in any 
particular part of the field without reqniring 
someone to staml over them all the time. 
He was sorry to hear the junior me~1ber 
for North Brisbane express himself with re­
ference to the North in the ''""Y he (lid. 
He thought there were men in the ::\forth 
with brains, and he had a! ways supposed there 
was more money in the North than in the South. 
He had often been advised to go north to make 
money, but, after the hon. member's assertion, 
perhaps it was just as well he had not ac­
cepted the advice. In referring to the Bill, 
one hon. member had spoken of it in a 
contemptuous way, as "a miserable little Bill." 
If he had looked at the heading of the Billhewonld 
see that it was simply an amendment to another 
Bill; r,nd in such cases a very large Bill was m,t 
expected. It simply amended the Act in one or 
two particulars. One or two clauses were all 
that was required, and they were embodied in 
such a way a.s to do all that was necessary to 
make the Bill workable on behalf of the plan­
tations. The hon. member for Mackay had also 
asked, where could they get white labour from? 

He hoped a good deal would come from Scot­
hmd-tbe land to which the lwn. gentleman 
belonged. .1.\.. good nn1nber IHit,;·ht alHo ('")llle fnnu 
Englall<J, Ireland, mHl (i-ennany, aud other 
places. There ,,,.a,~ roorn en~H1gh for all the 
!::tl.Jour they could get from G-reat Ilritaiu and 
Europe. Therefore he did nut think it need­
ful, in introducing the Bill, to state rnm·e ex­
plicitly where the labour would be got from. 
Jtefe1·ence had al~o been 1nade to the lowering of 
\Vages of white 111en if they entered into agree­
ments at home and came out to the colony. But 
he srnv no reason why the wages should be su 
very much reduced. Certain men were re­
quired to do certain work, and it was baid that 
the workmen when they came out here wonld 
not work if they found other men were paid 
higher wages. He did not think that a 
tenable arg-ument at all. There were num­
bers of working n1en in the colony quite 
satiHfied with wageR ra.nging froru 20s. to 
£3 per week, bnt they did not complain of 
each oth8r. Various kinds of labour were paid 
vnrious rates of wage-:, anLl work1nen were gene­
rally content with the position in which they 
were placed. If Engli::;h labonrerR wen~ engaged 
at £30 a ye::tr, which he understoor1 the hon. 
member for J\Iackay to say was all that could 
be offered, \v-ith acconnnodation and provi:-~ions, 
they .would get plenty of men who would be 
quite willing to work for two or three years at 
that rate, and at the end of that time they would 
be able to take up a piece of bnd of their own­
not as a homeste:td, but under the new Bill 
which had been introduced, and which was quite 
a.s liberal. Under i.hose circmnstances, those 
men would be perfectly s;ctisfied to work for 
twn years. He had no fear of the prisons of 
J\Ltckay M any other town being flooded with 
1nen who ha(l broken their eugageuwnt8. lie luvl 
every confidence that they wonlrl faithfully 
perform what they engaged to do. He had ha<l 
a great de:1l to do with G-ermans, and had 
ahmys found them faithful to their agreements, 
payment, and in every othRr way. He looked 
upon them as the very class that they oug·ht to 
encourage to cmue to the colony, and they could 
not have too umny uf them. The Bill would 
,,ffer facilities to the planters up north to work 
their plantations in a way perhaps more 
profitable to themselves than they had ever 
been ahle to do in the past. For those reasons 
he had very much pleasure in supporting the 
Bill, and should vote for its second reading. 

Mr. ::\IOHEHEAD ::\h. Speaker,-It is quite 
evident that there can be no great objection 
to this amending- Bill as proposed by the hon. 
the Premier. It is alsn quite evident that the 
hon. g-entleman simply used the measure as a peg 
to hang a speech upon-an electioneering- speech. 
There is no rloubt about that. He took the 
opportuHity of ::tttacking, a.nd, I believe, bn~ 
succeeded in injuring more than ever he has done 
before, one of the greatest industries of the 
colony. He knows as well as you do, sir-and 
you have only lately returned from the Korth­
thttt it i~ utterly impossible for a ]~uropeair to do 
the work in the canefield as it is at present done 
hy coloured labour. The hon. gentleman, in 
stttting to-night that he intends to amend the 
difficultv by bringing out low-waged Enropemt 
labour, ·knows .-ery well that he is playing­
with the rJnestion-that he is simply clang­
ling it before the doctors of the colony, 
under the old erv which he raised at the 
late election-" This i" the country for the 
white man." I am in favour of tliis colony for 
the white man ; there is no man in the colony 
who holds that dew more strongly than I do; 
but at the same time I say that where the white 
man cannot be used to the same admntage, or 
cannot be used at all as compared with the black 
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man, we should employ bhck labour. The hon. 
Premier further ignore<] the fact that the relative 
condition of the tro1Jical countries wh~re sugar 
is produced, and of this colony, are qnite different 
and disti11ct. The great sugar-producinf{ coun­
trieo of the world-tropical ones, of course-there 
are great qua,ntitieR of sugar produced in France 
and Gertnany fron1 beet-root, but I atn Rpoaking of 
the tropical cmmtri"' where it is produced --the con­
ditions are these : that the whole of those countrie"' 
are tropical countries, and there is :thnost no other 
industry except tropical agriculture, Here we 
luwe a very different condition of affairs ; we 
have a fringe of sngar lands on our coast, and 
outside of that we have a country which any 
white man can work in without any danger to 
his health, and as well as in any other part of 
the world. This is a very serious matter, and 
one which did not escn,pe the late Government, 
nor, I think, "' large number of people of this 
colony, nor certainly a l:trge number of members 
of this House ; :tnd that was what led the 
late Government to ad vacate the introduction, 
under 8trict regulations, of coolies into the colony, 
becauiie those men would be bounr! by the ag"ree­
ment m· the arrangement which was entered inh 
between the Indian Government o,nd the Gov­
ernment of Queensland for the time being. '£hey 
were to be bound for three years to do their 
work on the phtntations and nowhere else, and 
then were to be Rent back to the countrv from 
which they came. The conditions would ha,·e 
been agreed to by the Indian Government ; as 
a matter of fact, they were agreed to. The hon. 
gentleman may laugh, but it was only on the,;e 
conditions that the late Government consented 
that coolies should come down here-conditions 
which absolutely prevented the merging of the 
black races with the white population of the 
colony-a thing· which we alldeprecatedand took 
every step to prevent. \Vhat happen:; now, if this 
idea of the Government is carried into effect? 
\Ve bl'ing out here :t large number of low-waged 
Europeans, who will not keep to their agreements 
-who will be bound down to a lower rate of 
\vages than is ruling- at the time-an arrange~ 
ment which the junior member for North 
Brisbane has described as being dishonest, and 
in which I quite ag1·ee with him. I hold that if 
the arrangement is made in England, or in any 
portion of Europe, with any labourer to conw to 
this colony, and it is not fully represented to 
him what the ruling rate of wage"s is, and he is 
induced, either by misrepresentation or no repre­
sentation, to Rign an agreement, a fraud has 
been perpetrated. Therefore, I cannot see­
if the Govenunent are going to be honest-if 
they are going to infor1n the innnigrants \Vhat 
the rate of wagps they are to receive is-that 
they have :tny intention of bringing out these 
labourers to the colony at all. However, they 
tell us they are going to do so ; but if 
they bring out these low-waged labourers to the 
northern part of the colony ;-I will not be dis­
turbed, sir, by the Minister for Mines ; I am 
not :t deputation ; I am here in this House to 
hold my own ; I am neither warden nor 
deputation ;-I maintain that if this low-priced 
labour is brought out and placed upon planta­
tions, or indented by the planters, that these 
engagement" will be broken. \Vhat happens 
then ? They will go into the interior of the 
country, more particularly to mining centres. 
and it will have the effect of reducing the wa~es 
in Charters Towers and l\Iaytown and all the 
mining centres of the North. There is no doubt 
that labourers' work there will be more highly 
paid than sugar labourers'. The Premier dues 
not intend to bring out these low-priced labourers 
from Great Britain and Ireland-at least, not 
to any considerable extent. He intends to go 
further afield ; where does he propose to go ? 

He has told us we are going to get those races 
whose blood runs in onr veins. That is a very 
high·sounding and high-blutin way of putting 
it ; but it is only another way of telling us that 
he iB ~oing to increase the number of Ger1nans 
in this colony. Well, n,s a taxpayer I distinctly 
object to that. I lucve said over a.nd over 
again in this House that I ohject to being 
taxed to bring out any alien races until the 
British Islands are exhausted. The hon. gentle­
man, in the fr:tnk straightforward way in which 
he stated the matter to the House, should lmvc 
told n,-what he must know well-what every 
man who readR the papers published in Great 
Britain must know-that there are tens of 
thousands of people in Great Britain who are 
anxious to come out here. I have in my 
possession letters from the late Premier-more 
than one-stating that the depression of trade 
is so gren,t :tt home at the present time that he 
holds it to be the duty of this and of all 
l~nglish-speaking colonies tn bring out those 
people and place them in a position to earn 
"' living for themselves. Until we have ex­
hausted every 1nt~ans of inducing our O\Vll 
people to come out here, I hold we should not go 
further n,field. I maintain, and that against the 
dictum of the hon. Premier, that the Germans 
do not assimibte with English-speaking popu­
lations. I have proved to this House, and will 
prove it again, if necessary, that the state of 
affairs in Amerimt is not as described by the hon. 
gentleman. I will prove it by the state of affairs 
existing in this colony already. \Vhen a section 
of the people combines as one vote, no matter 
whether English, Irish, or Scotch, that vote be­
comes an element to be considered at all elections. 
During an election that element becomes a 
danger; and I maintain that the German vote is 
now looked upon as a fixed factor in politics in 
this colony. It is looked upon as a solid vote ; 
and because it is a solid vote it may be a very 
good thing for the junior member for Toowoomba. 
It may he a very good thing or a very bad 
thing; no doubt if it went against the hon. 
member he would be prepared to consider it a 
very bad thing. But I look at it in a different 
light even from tha,t. Here we have men 
coming from the most despotic country in the 
world, and though they enjoy all the privileges 
of our liberal institutions they only blindly 
bind themselves together and become a danger­
ous political factor ; and I s:ty it is time to 
look about us, and consider seriously whether 
we should assist, by taxing the people of 
the colony, to bring these people out here. 
ThiR is a very serious matter, and has become a 
matter for very ~erious consideration in 
the 1J nited States. I told the House 
some time ago that there were large com­
munities, consisting of thousands of people, in 
America-and forming German settlements 
where the English language is not allowed to be 
taught in the schools-where the English lan­
guage is unknown. \Vhat has occurred there 
will occur here : in fact, only a few years ago we 
had an insta.nce of it down at Beenleigh, where 
a Germ:tn pn,stor refused to allow English to be 
spoken in his school. I say, that when we see the 
Germans taking such a decided part in politics we 
should be very chary before we incre'tse that ele­
ment. I do not care on what side they vote. I do 
not care whether they vote on this side or on 
the opposite side; it is a dangerous element. 
Further, we know when we introduce our own 
countrymen we are bringing men out here who 
are subject in all material points to the same 
laws and the same institutions which we are 
under here ; but if you introduce a German 
immigmnt you introduce an immigrant who has 
been groaning under the greatest despotism 
which exists in the world to.day. 
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Mr. ISAMBERT : That is not true. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : The hon. member for 
Rosewood s"'ys that is not true, but the hem. 
member knows perfectly well th"'t what I say is 
true, or why did he not stop in Germany? 'l'here 
is not the least doubt in my mind-or in the 
minds of most hon. gentlemen in this House­
that the reaS')ll so rnany Gern1ans a.re leaving 
their country is because of the grinding military 
despotism which exi>ts there, and which ha' le~l 
to the development, probably, of socialic<m; ancl 
will probably lead, before many yeus are over, to 
such "'disruption in that empire as the world ha' 
never yet seen. The hon. gentleman is proposing 
to introduce these men, when I m"'intain we 
can have a.~ many innnigra,nts frmn our own 
country, with its noble and ~rand institutiow~, 
as this colony c"'n [l.USorb. \Vhen it has been 
proved that tlw stream of immigTation from the 
United Kingdorn is not t:mfficient to n1eet our 
requirements, then, and not till then, should we 
go beyond the British Isles. I wonlcl not have 
made these remarks-and I mav ,,,av I am not at 
all afraid of having made the1n, atHl I am glac-l 
to have had an opportunity of making them, 
in some w~tys-had not the hon. ger~tlernan 
taken advantage of the opportunity of the 
second reading of this mi.serable rag of an 
amending· Bill, w hi eh I suppose, he will mneml still 
further before it gets through committ8e-had 
he not taken the opportunity to nmke a speech 
which was not, I lll<lintain, altogether relative to 
the Bill. He made a speech, primarily, I take 
it, to damage the Rugar industry, and FlecOndly, to 
pancler to the Genmtn contingent by which he 
has been so w~ll supporte'l. 

Mr. KA TES said he thought it was time 
they cm11e to an understan(1iug ·with rE<«J}lect to 
the German colonists. If the House decided 
that Germans should not be introduced into the 
colony, as well as people from the 1..: nitecl 
Kingdon1, \Yell a.nd g-ood ; lmt he prote::-;ted 
against the continua.! :-J1anderH 1nade ~gainRt his 
countrynum. There was no nece~;sity for it. 
The hon. member who had just sat clown had 
just let the secret out. lt was the German vote 
to which the hon. member objected. He 
could tell the hon. gentleman that there 
wa.s no such thing aB a Germn.n 'i'ote 
in the colony. The Germans would just as soon 
vote against the present Government, if they 
found they were bad or vicious, as they did 
against the J\fcilwmith Government, when they 
were not according to their liking. There was 
no such thing either as low-waged lahonr here. 
They knew that new chums could not certainly 
expect as high wages as persons who had been 
longer here. They were satisfied with lower 
wages for a time, and when thev had been in the 
country some time they Yery sc;on went to their 
masters and sn.id they wanted higher wages; and 
sometimes they asked higher \Vrtge..; than those 
who had been here longer than themselves. A 
white man would not work for low wages when he 
foundhecoulddothe smnework as an old hand did. 
He was sorry to hear last week one hon. member 
on the other side of the Hmme-he thouf(ht it 
was the hon. member for Bbckall, who was the 
last mm1 he should have expected to hear it from 
-say that the Germans were low and servile. 
Now, if they looked at the long line of states­
men, from the time of Frederick the Great to 
Prince Bismarck, he thought hon. members 
would arlmit that it was hardly possible for a 
low and servile race to prod nee such men. 

Mr. ARCHER: I rise to make an explana­
tion. The hon. member has plac,,d words in my 
mouth which I deny I ever used. 'What I said 
was that people from certain parts of Germany 
were of a different civilisation from our own. 

That I am prepared to stand by. I never men­
tioned that the Germans were low, and certainly 
I never c;clled them servile. 

~Ir. KA'J'ES said he acccepted the hon. mem­
ber's explanation; but he still believed, if he 
wa~ not n1istaken, the hon. gcntlenutn uRed the 
worcl "low." The hon. gentlem"'n now CJ.mtlified 
his statement by setying he alluded to " certain 
parts of Germany." Another hon. gentleman, 
however, called them ''servile." He (JI.Ir. 
Kate") said thttt the German race had produced 
gn•t.tt statesn1en, philosophers, and a.stronomers, 
aml the greatedt mnsicians and poets. In the 
colonies, the greatest botanists-Baron Jl.fueller 
and Dr. Schmubnrgh-were Gerrnuns; and he 
wa.s sure that in Queensland there was great 
admimtion for Leichhardt, the great explorer, 
who came here and perished in the attempt to 
serve the colonic". Nobody, either inside or 
outside the Hou,;e, would say that the Germans 
were not m<tking good colonists--as good as any 
that Cftme here. They had only to go to the 
Rosewood Scrub, and near to \Varwick-wherethe 
Germans had recbimed the wilderness and sub­
d ned the scrub, turning them into fertile and pro­
ductive m·cas-to see evillence of that. It was 
true that when they first came to the colony the 
Gerrnans 'vere awkward, and were not acquainted 
with the cmtoms here ; but he mnintained that 
in time Germans would assimihcte with other 
colonists and become very useful. A Bill had 
been introduced providing for the defence of 
Queen,land, and he thought the Germans, who 
were tmined soldiers, would be useful if they 
were required by Colonel French to defend the 
colony. He did not think that the sbgnation in 
the sugar industry arose from the scarcity of 
hthonr, but from the enormous competition 
~pringing nv by the pr{)(lnction of beet-sugar 
in Germany "'nd Frmwe. He had ascertained 
that no less th>tn %0,000 tens of beet-root 
sugar was produced in U-ern1any last year, and 
300,000 tens in France; and he was told th"'t sugar 
in .England was sold for as low as ld. per lb. 
It was his intention to support the second read­
ing of the Bill; but there was one thing he should 
like to point out to the Premier. The schedule 
fixing the scale of payments for indented passages 
said that for chilclrcn of an indented labourer 
under the age of twelve years the amount was 
to he lOs. each ; and for all persons above the 
age of forty years, the full amount of pas­
sage money. He thought that was going a 
little too f[l.r. If a parent was forty-one 
years old, he did not see why he or she 
should be called upon to pay the full passage 
money, It would be better if persons between 
forty to fifty·fi ve years were to pay £2, and above 
fifty-five the full passage money. It very often 
hft]lpened that whole families came out, and if the 
f"'ther wets forty-one years of a2·e why should he 
be asked to p, y the passage money for himself ? 
He (Mr. Kates) should not like to see it go 
abroad that Germans were to be introduced as a 
substitute for kanakas, became he was sure 
that German colonists, against whom nobody 
could say anything, would he acknowledged to 
be as good as any in the country. 

Mr. P ALl\I.ER said he had noticed that when 
the Premier wished to introduce any Bill into 
that House he introduced it in a manner that 
there wets no taking exception to; and when he 
did not wish to in fuse the views of his party 
into it, he did it in an equally acceptable 
manner. He (Mr. Palmer) did not like the 
Bill before them. He had taken the trouble to 
read the Immigration Act of 1882; and he did 
not see how so Slllftll a change as reducing the 
amount from £2 to £1, which was the difference 
between the present Act and the Bill, was 
going to effect such important results in the 
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sugar industry as those promised by the 
Premier. If the labour which it was pro­
posed to introduce could be got for £1 
a head, he did not see why it could not have 
been got for £2. He could not see how the 
alteration was going to mend matters in any 
way-how it was going to bring thous,nds of 
immigrants th"'t were necessary for. the cultiva­
tion of sugar-cane. The debate had driftecl a 
good deal on to the GermaHs. \Vhen he was tl 
boy he saw a great many Germans introduced 
into New South \Vales, and he could say 
that they made the best of colonists : no 
colonists took to agriculture better. \Vhether 
it was from their special bringing up or 
not, he knew that they became permanent 
settlers, better even than Britons. He knew 
of places in New South \Vales where the 
Germans had settled clown and gone in fur 
vine-growing; and he believed the good qualities 
of the Germans recommended themselves to 
these colonies on account of the habit which 
they had of choosing a particular spot, "'dapt­
ing themselves to it, and confining them­
selves to agricultural pursuits. The princip~l 
strength of all the countries of the world 
was included in what they c;,lled the peasant 
proprietorship or the small occupying owner­
ship of the soil, and he knew that Dr. Lang, 
who was instrumental in causing the separation 
of this colony from New South \Vales, was par­
ticularly well inclined towards the Germans as 
immigrants, and he was instrumental in introduc­
ing agre"'t number of them into this colony, as well 
as many Scotch irnn1igrantR. The Gennans were 
not so very far removed from the British race, 
and he believed they might well be looked upon 
as our first cousins. They were not an alien race, 
and the differences in the two languages even 
was not so great but that an Englishman might 
learn the German language very easily. A re­
mark had been made by the hon. member for 
Darling Downs with reference to the defences of 
the colony, and it was suggested hy that hnn. 
member that the foreign element might possibly 
be found in our future defence force ; but he 
(Mr. Palmer) did not think that a German 
would take to fighting unless no other occupa­
tion could be found, and he thought other modes 
of living could very readily be found in Queens­
land. That, however, was neither here or there 
with regard to the Immigration question. That 
question should be a national one, and recom­
mend itself to all classes of the country 
alike - to workmen as well as employers­
because he knew that wages were higher now 
than when he was a boy, and the tenclency of 
wages was to increase in proportion to the 
population introduced into the colony. The 
more people who were introduced the more 
employment was made. He could 1·ecolloct 
when 12s. a week wa.s considered g·ood wages 
for a working man ; and even in tlneen.sland, in 
1860, it was no uncommon thing to see shepherdR 
at £36 a year-men who were quite willin·g 
to serve yearly-and if £40 a year was given 
they could be got to serve as hutkeeper and 
shepherd. He believed the tendency of wages 
would be to increase, and the more people there 
were brought into the colony the more employ­
ment would be made for those who were likelv 
to follow. He could look at this question fre·e 
from all prejudice, class, or country; and, while 
admitting the good qualities of the Germans as 
colonists, he knew that in the second generation 
of the Germans they became as Australian as 
Australians themscl ves, and the foreign element 
did not descend. They became as much British 
colonists as if their fathers had been here from 
time immemorial. Of course, while bearing 
testimony to their good qualities, he could not 
shut his eyes to the fact that in the country, 

where his fathers were-in that country where the 
"grass grows green "-people were shouldering 
each other about, standing on tip-toe and looking 
towards this land with longing eyes as a place 
for their future residence, and he believed they 
were bct:inning to appreciate the qualities 
of these colonies both political and natuml. 
If the colony opened wide its doors to them, 
they would no doubt be glad to aY ail themseiYes 
of the invitation. One hon. member had said 
that the Germans laboured under such dis­
advantages in their own country that it would 
be a matter of great importance to them to have 
even the chance of coming out to Queensland ; 
and he supposed that having the chance they 
would avail themselves of it. He, as an Aus­
tralian, was prepared to welcome all nations of 
their own colour who would settle down and 
become good colonists. 'l'he Premier, in his 
speech, seemed to leave the Bill in the back­
ground, and wander off to the old subject of 
Asiatic labour, sr1ying that the question was, 
whether the labour of Queensland should be 
done by Asiatic hordes or by European la.bourers. 
He (Mr. Palmer) scarcely thought that was 
the view of the question taken by the late 
Government, else why was their immigration 
policy conducted on so liberal a scale that it was 
considered they were introducing people into the 
country too fttst? The introduction of white 
labour on the scale adopted by the late GoHrn­
ment was the very thing to check the employ­
ment of Asiatic horcles. He also thought the 
Premier's conclusion was wrong-that black 
htbour would crush out white labour. That was 
as,erting an inferiority in the white race, which 
he did not think any Englishman or German 
would admit. The bbck race would never injure 
the white race-at all events in Queensland ; and 
there was no instance on record, he believed, 
of the two races intermingling, The white 
race had always remained superior, if cir­
cumstances woul<l permit them. He was 
glad to hear that they were going to· have 
increased in1migration regulation~ ; and he was 
rather surprised there was nothing about them 
in that less than a one-horse Bill. The Premier 
also stated that mechanics were not in sufficient 
demand to induce them to come out to the 
colony. He (Mr. Palmer), on the contrary, be­
lieved there would be employment for every 
mechanic likely to come out, for many years, 
judging from the buildings ancl i'l1provements 
going on in Brisb,ne and the towns along the 
co,st. J\fechanics' wages were even now at an 
almost prohibitive rate. He would conclude by 
saying that, with the Bill. now introduced, the 
sugar industry might be considered at an end. 
That was the he a vi est blow that had yet been 
dealt at it, although why the Immigration ques­
tion should have been mixed up with it he was 
at a loss to conceiYe ; and when the Premier 
asserted that that was the proper way to de•tl 
with the sugar question, he (Mr. Palmer) cer­
tainly could not agree with him. 

The COLO::-\IAL TREASUHER (Hon. J. R. 
Dickson) : From the opening remttrks of the last 
speaker I took him to be a warm supporter of 
the Bill, but his conclncling words were some­
what disparaging, leading me to think that he 
blows hot and cold in the same breath. I agree 
with the hon. member to this extent, that the 
question of immigration is one of the most vital 
importance to the true interests of the colony, and 
will be so for many years to come, because upon 
it the progress and di'vclopment of the colony 
materially hinge. I have always held that a full 
stream of immigration is desirable, in the true 
interests of the colony, and it is so regarded by 
all who wish to see the colony expand into 
a large and important nation. Somehon. members 
have attempted to show that the action of the 
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Government will ha Ye a tendency to affect the 
bbour market, and that legislation in the shape 
propo8ed by the GoYernment is done with the 
view of introducing into the colony a large stream 
of chenp labour. That arg-mnent was made use 
of by the hon. member for Mackay ; but I do 
not ~hink it will have any weight with that large 
~ectwn. of the community, the working and 
!ndustnal classes, whom it is more directly 
mtended to affect. An increase of population 
does not nece:>sarily mean a reduction of wages. 
An increase of IWpulation ntean::; an increase of 
th_e producing power of the colony, which 
\nil result in a large development of our 
material wealth and steady progress; and 
whereby wages will be maintained, not de­
preciated. I was glad to hear the refutation 
by the hon. member for Burke of the idea that 
the Bill had any tendency to reduce the rate of 
wages. On the contrary, the rate of wages will 
be maintained by the gradnal progress, deYelop­
ment, and prosperity of the country, which a 
continuous and steady stream of immigration must 
tend largely to encourage. In that viewofthecase, 
I maint:.in that the present Bill, small as it is in 
itself, is one of the most important measures 
which the Government have brought in this 
session. They have brought it on in fulfilment 
of their promise to introduce a larger stream of 
immigration into the colony than has hitherto 
been the case. The object of the Rill is to 
encourage indented immigrants-such indented 
immigrants to be accompanied by their wives 
and families, so that they will settle in the 
country into which they are imported, coming 
out first as employes, and developing ulti­
mately, I trust, into the position of employers. 
I am fully con dnced that the working men of 
the colony recognise that the introduction of 
labour in the "hape proposed is not intended to 
swamp them, or to reduce the current rate of 
wages. The working men are quite equal in in­
telligence to any other section of the community, 
and they recognise the fact that such immigration 
as is proposed will increase the demand for em­
ployment, and, by developing the resources of 
the colony, increase the remuneration of labour. 
I regret to see that the hon. member for 1\iackay, 
whom I have always regarded as a representative 
member of this House-representing the impor­
tant sugar industry to which I assign a very pro­
minent position in contributing to the wealth and 
development of this country-does not in that 
capacity endeavour to meet the difficnlty under 
which the sugar industry is at the present 
time labouring. It seems to me that the 
planters at Mackay, instead of aiding the 
Government in their endeavonr to remove the 
difficulties connected with the decrease in the 
supply of labour, are pursuing a policy of exas­
peration. It is reported that they have de­
creased the rate of wages to those Europeans who 
are employed on their plantations. I think this 
policy is unwise, and if it be intended to force 
the hand of the Government, with a view to the 
introduction of coolie or coloured labour, I am 
sure it will entirely fail to effect its object. 
Meanwhile it shows clearly what the planter> 
would do if the sugar industry were permanently 
established, and coloured labour introduced. It 
shows distinctly that they would cease to employ 
white labour, or at any rate largely curtail the 
remuneration paid for such labour. Instead of 
pursuing what I consider to be a policy of exas­
peration, I think it would be a great deal wiser 
for the planters to endeavour to aid the Govern­
ment in surmounting the labour di:!Bculty, and 
to try whether the supply of white labour 
from the continent of Europe would not of 
itself meet the difficulty which, they allege 
exists at the present time. The hon. member fo; 
Mackay stated that the action of the Govern-

ment lms paralysed all sugar industry-that it 
lms prevented the erection of mills am! checked 
the extension of enterprise. I think he is not 
altogether putting the saddle on the right horse 
in this case. for there arc manv causes which 
have contril)uted to what I hope will be 
only a temporary depression of the industry­
notably the very hu·ge production of beet­
root sugar on the continent of Europe, which 
has flooded the European market, and to some 
extent clouded the prospects of the sale of the 
Queensland product. Apart from that, I think 
that if the sugar-planters were to address them­
se] ves more to the present condition of matters, 
and assist the GoYernment in furnishing a supply 
of labour from Europe, e\'en if <mly as a tenta­
tive measure, to see how it would work, they 
would place themselves in a far better 
position than by standing forth as determined 
to accept nothing else than coloured labour. 
Coloured labour, I think, has been condemned 
by the voice of the country ; and I do not 
think it has been authoritatively asserted that 
sugar cannot be produced without such coloured 
labour. The term "gang" has been referred to 
in the course of this debate ; possibly the term 
is somewhat a depreciatory one, but it was 
chiefly used to-night in connection with gangs 
of coloured labour. It was mentioned by the 
Premier, that white labour would not work in 
gangs in the canefields to the same extent 
that servile labour would ; and I believe 
the statement was perfectly correct. It does 
not follow that, because there are no gangs 
of servile labour in field-work, there will 
not be co-operation in field work. I believe even 
white men n1ay work in a gregarious 1nanner for a 
time, and, I hope, gain the means of becoming 
workers on their own account thereby. I am not 
going to enter into the large question of coloured 
labour in connection with the canefield, which 
has been imported into the discussion on this 
Bill, and naturally imported into it, because, un­
doubtedly, the present Bill is intended toifulfil the 
representationsmade by the Government, that they 
intended to supply the colony with an increased 
source of labour, whereby the difficulties of the 
sugar-planters might be, to a certain extent, over­
come. I should be glad to see the sugar-planters 
themselves recognise the intention of the Gov­
ernment, and aid them by their advice and 
assistance in encouraging European immigration; 
for I believe that all of us who have made this 
colony our home, and whose descendants hope to 
remain here, must look to the foundations of the 
colony being laid and supported by men of 
European extraction. I do not think it is at all 
desirable that large fortunes should be made 
through the instrumentality of coloured labour, 
if that coloured labour is to become an essential 
part of the population of the colony. I know 
the hon. member for Balonne, in his previous 
utterances, has always declaimed against German 
settlement here. 

Mr. MORE HEAD : No. I must put myself 
right again. I say we will not go a-field until we 
have exhausted the British Islands; whether we 
take Germans then, is a matter to be decided 
afterwards. I ha Ye always said, let the German 
or Dane or any other European come here at his 
own expense at the present time if he comes at 
all; until we have exhausted the British Islands 
we should not go for them, as far as the taxpayer 
is concerned. · 

The COLONIAL TREASURER : The hon. 
gentleman s»ys, "until we have exhausted the 
Briti"h Islands." That is a very ambiguous 
term ; I hardly know how he is tu exhaust the 
British Islands. We must look to the British 
Islands for a continuous and steady stream of 
immigration, and I am sure not a member of 
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this Hou~e will dissent from the proposi­
tion, that a great portion of the population 
should come from the British Islands. I 
hope we shall obtain as large numbers as 
possible; but we shall have very great com­
petition to contend with from the United 
Stateb and the Dominion of Canada. The United 
States of America in particular-that is private 
enterprise in the U niterl States-offer such 
facilities for immigTation +.o thnt country, that it 
is a very difficult matter indeed to divert such a 
large stream of immigration to Anstralasian 
colonie~ as we all desire to see. I agree with 
the hon. gentleman, that it is desirable to secure 
the brger proportion of our population from the 
British Is!ttnds, but T am not at all insensible 
to the benefits we ha,ve derived from the 
introduction of G-ernutn innnigra,nt::;. I think 
that any hon. member, who visits the agricultuml 
settlements of the colony, must admit the very 
~Tea.t atnount of pertSeverance and industry ttnd 
application displayed by the German settlers who 
h•we brought the primeval wilderness into a 
high state of cultivation, and who have certainly 
not been surpassed in those qnalities by our own 
countrymen. 'fhe German settlers of this colony 
have done a great deal in furtherance of agricul­
ture, and I think they are to be highly com­
menclerlfor theirpersi"tent and persevering efforts 
in that direction. I must say I am a very strong 
admirer of the perseverance of these German 
settlers ; and I think it would be very desirable 
to see their introduction largely increased; though 
not necessarily to the exclusion of our own 
countrymen. For I believe that some of those 
settlers will afford good examples of what can be 
accomplished by perseverance and steadiness. 
I~ven as employe,, they are faithful, and perse· 
vering, and honest, in the discharge of their 
duties; and I know that when they become 
employers, or when they become possessed of 
their own freeholds, no men can surpass them in 
nmking their snmll holclings IJroductive in such 
a manner as will raise them ultimately to 
a position nf inrlependence, and will also set a 
good example of what can be done in th:1,tway hy 
the rest of the population in this colony. Suppos­
ing we were to subtract frmn the agricultural 
areas of the colony the areas which are now held 
by German settlei·s, there would be a very large 
diminution indeed in the amount of agricultural 
settlement; and not only a larg·e diminution 
in the area which is so profitably occupied by 
those German settlers, lJnt there would also 
be a very great discouragement to our own 
countrymen engaged in agriculture, which forms 
what I believe to be the true basis of national 
prosperity-the cultivation of our land. There· 
fore, I say it is strongly desirable that, without 
diminishing or restricting the supply of labour 
from the mother-country, we ought to recognise 
and encourage by every means a class of settlers 
who hitherto have fulfilled all expectations 
that could possibly be formed of their 
ability to occupy and cultivate land. I 
have always, when opportunity afforded it, 
expressed my opinion of them, and my confi· 
dence in the ability of the Germans as agri­
culturists has been in no way shaken by 
anything that has been said, even although the 
hon. member for Blaclmll has asserted that a 
certain section of the Germans are possessed of a 
lower civilisation than that of our own countrymen. 
That lower civilisation certainly has not been 
exhibited in the cultivation of the small holdings 
which they have become possessed of in this 
colony. I think it is time that these disparaging 
expressions concerning a very hard-working class 
of men in the colony should cease. In another gen­
eration there will be no Germans here, nor Irish, 
nor Scotch, nor English-they will be all Queens­
la,uders ; and the ooouer we reeojillioe that f<tct, 

and become imbued with national feelings, 
and become citizens of this great and fair land 
of Queensland, the greater will be the .chance 
of our becoming a large and powerful natwn. I 
have already stated that this question of _im· 
mio-ration is one which every man-certamly 
ev~ry man who holds a seat _in this Cbamber-;­
must largely recognise. It 1s a great factor m 
our great future development, and so long as 
we can draw an adequate and good supply 
of labour from the mother-conntry, or from the 
continental States of Europe, I am indifferent 
as to which part of Europe they come from 
so long as they fulfil the conditions under which 
they are imported and add to the progress and 
wealth of the colony. 

The Hox. ,T. l'II. l\IAC'lWSSAN: When first I 
saw this Bill, sir, I intended to have said not!.1ing 
on the subject. There wouhl have been very htt~e 
discussion had not one of the !Uembers on thiS 
side mover! the adjournment of the debate for the 
purpos~, l suppose, of provoking discussion. I 
was surprised that the Premier dUd not in some 
way show his disapprobation of what fell from 
his collearrue in the repre;entation of K orth 
Brisbane. 

0 
That gentleman is generally looked 

upon, and is, in fact, one of the Premim:'s 
strongest and most unreasonable supporters-m 
fact his henchman ; and he seldom gets up to 
spe~k but what he is prompted by the hon. the 
Premier. If the Premier had had the good sense 
to have found fault with him when he was 
making the scandalous attack upon the North 
which he did, he would have shown that he 
understood the position he occupied in this House 
much better than he did. He had no right to 
allow that hon. gentleman to go on uncensured 
by him, privately-of course, I do not mean that 
he should have risen in this House to do so­
instead of laughing and seemingly applauding 
what he said. The hon. gentleman has no reason 
himself to find fault with the K orth being defi­
cient in money. If any man in the House has 
any reason to be grateful to theN orth for having 
advm1eed his worldly prosperity, it is the hon. 
<>entleman at the head of the Government. 
That is a fact that he should not forget, when 
such a person as the hon. member for K orth 
Brisbane, his elder and younger colleague, 
attacks the Korth in the way he did to-night. 
With regard to what was said by the hon. mem­
ber for Mackav about Separation, I have never 
been known as an advocate of Separation; I 
have been well known as an advocate of finan· 
cial separation, but territorial separation I ha v:e 
always deprecated. I can tell hon.membersofth1s 
House, now, that I have lately had letters written 
from the North-from prominent constituents of 
mine at Townsville, regretting that I have opposed 
the movement for Separation. That was simply 
owing to the great depression that exists in Towns­
ville and other parts of theN orth, through the su~ar 
industry partially being a failure. I am not gomg 
to discuss the cause of that failure ; but I think 
the hon. gentlemen who has just sat down did 
not state the case correctly, and even if he did, it 
was an argument against himself, when he said 
that the chief cause of the depression was the 
great production of beet-root sugar. The great 
production of beet-root sugar has not affected the 
sugar market of Queensland very much, what­
ever it may do in future. But even if it had, 
this is the most opportune time of all others-if 
the SlJO"ar industry is suffering from any cause out­
side-for the Government to help it. The hon. 
gentleman quite m'erlooked that fact in talking 
about the depression of the sugar industry not 
being caused by the deficiency of labour. I 
know it is a positive fact that capital has 
ceased to come to the North to be in vested in 
sugar. I know it from capitalists, who have in· 
formed me that they would not ri.:,k a shillin~ of 



286 Immigration Act [ASSEMBLY.] Amendment Bill. 

money in sugar in Northern Queensland. They 
told me their reasons why-they were the pre· 
sent condition of the labour market and the 
action of the present Government. That is well 
undm:stood. There is no need for arguing the 
questwn here, because any man who is at all 
acquainted with the people of Sydney, or any 
other parts of Southern Australia, knows well 
that the great influx of capit>tl into Northern 
Queensland \ntS chiefly from the South. I ;un 
also told by h(entlemen who have had information 
upon undoubted authority that the same feeling 
exists in England at present with regard to the 
investment of money in the sugar industry. 'l'he 
hon. gentleman who had just sat down made a 
most unfortunate reference to America as 
offering grecLter f;wilities for emigrants than 
we do. There is no doubt about that. The 
German i~1nnigrant who goes to ..._.\..n1erica. or 
comes to Queensland, and the Irish immigrant, 
also, leave their countries for the chief purpose 
of getting possession of a bit of land they can 
call their own. I am not going to disuuss the 
Land question; I shall do that by-and-by. The 
Americans give 160 acres to every man who goes 
to live upon it. \Ve have been doing almost the 
same thing until now, when it is proposed 
to abolish it. That is the chief reason why 
we have to compete so much with America 
in innnigration. There is another reason : 
of course, it is nearer than we are; but 
then we reduced that entirelv by our free 
immigration oystem. The A"llleric>tns h:we 
never spent n. single penny upon inunigration. 
Every individual that g-oes to America either 
pays his own paemgc or it. is rmid by hi' 
friends, or paid ]Jy some large immigration 
con1pany -railway con1panies espeeially. .So 
that in reality we actually, although the dis­
t>tnce is greater, offer greater inducements to 
immigrants to come here, barring the land. That 
is the great inducement there, and I am sorry to 
think that we are going to remove the little 
inducement we hold out to immigrants of that 
class to come here. \V hen I come to look at this 
Bill, I am surprised that so much has lJeen said 
or could be said upon it ; the Bill is so small in 
itself. Of course I know the whole discussion was 
initiated by the Premier, and done, I believe, for 
1> purpose. I am quite correct in stating that it 
is my conviction that the hem. gentleman made 
the speech he did on this Bill--and which was 
quite uncalled for-simply to mise the old 
antagonism on the Labour question. He cannot 
:tllow that to lie. Could not this Bill have been 
introduced without referring to the sugar 
industry, and saying that sugar-planter' cli<l this 
and did that? I think if I had been introducing 
the Bill myself I would have done it in about 
two minutes. I would have said nothing 
but what was contained in the Bill itself. 
The hon. gentleman went outside the Bill 
and even then he did not give a full explana­
tion of it. The hon. member for Maclmy called 
o~t, " \Vhere are the inunigrants to conte fnnn?" 
'I hat the hon. gentleman partly sketched. This 
Bill provides for indented labourers being brought 
out at £1 per head cheaper than they can be 
introduced under the principal Act. The hon. 
gentleman showed that, but he did not show how 
they would be brought out, as I shall show 
him before I sit down. I may say that I have 
risen now upon the question of the adjourn· 
ment of the debate, rather than upon the 
original motion, for the purpose of giving the 
Premier an opportunity of explaining wlmt I 
shall call his attention to. In mentioning the 
countries from which immigrants were to be 
brought, the hon. gentleman mentioned Germany 
and Scandinavia, and claimed, as one great 
reaB•)n why those people should be introduced 
hers fl-ee of COilt1 that the eame blood :!owed 

in our veins, and we were of the same race. 
He might have gone further back in history, and 
he would have found that the same blood flows 
in the veins of the people of India. The 
hon. gentleman knows that the old Germanic 
race came from India, and, if we are related 
to the German"-, the people of India are 
related to us. That is a mathematical pro­
position which the hon. gentleman will 
scarcely deny. But leaving race on one side, 
the question of those people having the same 
blood flowing in their veins as ours, about 1,500 
or 1, GOO years ago, is not worth arguing. The 
question raised by the hon. member for Balonne 
is one which has been raised frequently in this 
House, and is one which I have maintained 
myself. I have nothing to say against Germans 
as a race, or as an industrious people. I believe 
what the hon. member for Darling Downs said 
about them, that they are a great race and have 
produced some of the greatest men in the world. 
But they are not onr people : they did not 
col<Jilise this htncl; they did not give the people 
of this colony the land which we own now, and 
which we sell every day. It was the people of 
Great Britain, through its Government, who did 
that ; and I say we are bound in duty to our kith 
and kin, in the first place, to bring them from 
Eng-land, Ireland, Scotland, and \V ales, so long 
as we can get them. \Vhen we cannot get them 
--·when we cannot get a sufficient supply of 
la.Lourers from there-then we can go to 
Germany, nr to the best nation on the con­
tinent of Europe, tu supply us with labour. But, 
nntil that is done, we ha\"8 no right to 
neglect our duty to the British people in this 
colony by going anywhere else. The principal 
Act, which wc are now mnendiug-, gives the 
German people, or any other people starting in 
this country, a sufficient power of increasing their 
number by the nomination clause, and I think 
beyond that we have no right to go. As to the 
question whether those people can be brought 
here to work for the sugar-planters or not, I 
think the hon. gentleman himself can scarcely be. 
lieve that this amending Bill is one which will sup­
ply the planters with labour even from Germany. 
The hon. member for J\Iackay clearly pointed 
out t.hat, if it wtcs a question of pounds, shillings, 
and pence, the difference of £1 a head for in· 
dented labourers, between this and the principal 
Act, is a mere trifle. I am thoroughly convinced 
that this Bill will not supply the planters with 
labour. And this Bill is the outcome of the com· 
prehensive scheme. I can assure you, :Mr. Speaker, 
I believed that the hon. gentleman, when he spoke 
of it, had some really comprehensive scheme of 
which none of us had the slightest conception­
some scheme by which he would actually supply 
the whole of the Northern plantations with 
htbour. And what do I find ? I find that this 
Bill-this reduction of £1 per head for indented 
labourers-is the great scheme which the hon. 
gentleman has been concocting for the last few 
years. But in talking about the Germans there 
is one thing which we have not yet taken into 
account-and it is a factor in the discussion which 
hon. members must take into account-and that 
is the present ruler of Germany, Prince Bis­
marck. I am very much inclined to believe that 
he will not permit his people to come from 
Germany to Queensland, to take the place of the 
kanaka. I agree with the hon. member for 
Darling Downs that the Germans are too great 
a people to take the place of the kanaka and do 
the work of the kanaka, nnd I feel quite confident 
that, when the German Government come to 
know the intention and meaning of this Govern· 
ment in fostering German immigration, they will 
stop it for ever. 

::!:·. ELT::S, Eea:-, hear: 
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The Ho:-; . • T. 1\L 1\fAOlWSSAN :The hon. 
n1mnber for Darling Do\vns sa.ys '" Henr, hear." 
I am very glad he believes as I do, n.nd I 
Bay, thank God it is so, in the iuterest of 
the \vorldng n1en of this colon~r. I have no 
antagonis1n of race ag~...inst the Genuan::;, but I 
confess to a ~-;trong feeling for 1ny own conntryn1en 
in this colony, in hnxing their wages reduced by 
one single fa,rthing~not ~lightly, aB some hon. gen­
tlemen opposite have said, bnt by a 'in:;le f>erth­
ing-by >euv legislatinn introduced by the Gov­
ernment. \Vlmt is all this talk about (+enuan im­
migration? \Vhy, I say the first act the present 
liovernn1ent did was to stop ]~ritish innnigration. 
They thought the late Government were intro­
ducing them too nnmerou;ly when they were 
introducing them at the rate of 20,000 a 
year, and the first thing they did was 
to stop that immigration, as if it were detri­
mentnl to the colony; and now the cry is 
raised that imn1igra,uts are required frmn Ger­
nmny to supply the place of the kannka, or 
of the coolie, who shonld have been introduced 
to supply their place. This is all talk and Rll 
froth, because if the hon. gentleman had 
been willing to try the experiment of g-etting 
white labour to work on the pbutatious, he 
would never have stopped the introduction of 
British immigrants as he clid. The hon. gentle­
man also said-speaking in the l'ery sentimental 
way in which he crm speak when he want< to 
mise close antagonism- he said he hoped the 
w bite rnen would never work iu ga,ngs. \V ell, 
whnt is there in that Y \Vhnt is there degrad­
ing iu working in ga,ng~, except under certain 
circtnnstanceH? Is there anything rk;rading 
in working in ga.ng:-;? .._\re not all rail way wurkH 
carried on by gangs of nwn? ..:\.re not al1 the 
canals, the excaYatious for clocks, ami all the 
gre11t works of the world cnrried on by gnngs '! 
...-\.gricultural labour in l~ngland h; carried on by 
gangs, and, if the agriculturalists of Enghtnd do 
not think it degr::tding to \Vork in gangs, \Yhy 
should it be degrading to work in gang~ in 
Queensland ? \Vel!, sir, I will tell the House 
why it is de;;Ttecling here. Decause here the men 
are to take the lJlttce of knnakas. That is where 
the degradation comes in-not in the Lwt of 
working in gangs, Out iu doing work that in 
other countries was clone Ly inferior races. The 
hon. gentleman in introducing the Bill made a 
long speech, but he did not tell us how tho,e men 
were to be engaged or selected ; in fact, he said 
nothing about the machinery b.v which they ttl'e 
to be brought to work on tlw plantations. 

The PREMIER: Yes I did. 

The Hos. ,J. :\f. 1\I.ACROSS.AN : The lwu. 
gentleman snid nothing of the kind. I \\'::tS lis­
t.ening- very patiently, and I can assure him that 
he forgot that. In the principal Act it is laid 
down, what a person in this colony--a natural 
bom or naturalised subject of Her Majesty-has 
to clo who wishes to bring anybody from England, 
Ireland, or t-lcotlancl. I think it is in section 
7, or else there is a form in one of the schedules 
by which n.pplication is made. In the Polr­
nesinn Labourers Act, if n planter wishes to 
engage twenty, thirty, or fifty Polynesians, 
the method by which he is to obtain them 
is laid down, nncl he has to make nppli­
cation for a certain number. But how are 
the planters of Mackay to make n.pplicntion 
for a certain required number under this 
Bill? They could not do it in the same way 
as is done in the Polynesian Lnbourers Act, nor 
in the same way ns is clone in the prineipal 
Act umler the nomination elnuse ; l1ecause they 
are supposed to know the individuals and 
tell their name',, Dut how c'm a, planter at 
Mackay, who whhe. to indent !a,bourer in 
Gern:any or a.n:.-·-r•ere el;e, d·:; ;o} v~o•hem h6 knowb 

nothing of them? The hon. gentleman must tell 
us that. If these men are to be engaged to come 
out to work here a!Hl when they 'trrive are to 
be n.ssignecl to pbnters, then I think that is just 
as nnwh white t;laven· as it is pot':l~ible to 
have. I am anxious tr)lmow how that is to be 
done. No !ton. member on this side of thB 
House knows, and I do not think any hon. nwrn~ 
ber on that >icle knows either ; and therefore I 
think the hon. gentleman should tell us how 
these rr10n nre to be e11gag·cd, ~Lnd how they are to 
be selected. If he say,, the immigrants m-e to be 
a~:-;igned to planterK when they corne to the 
colony, under this Bill, theu the Bill is worse 
than I thought it wa<. I hope the hon. gei~tle­
man will, the fir;;t chance he has of spenkmg, 
exphtiu this matter. 

The :\IIC\ISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. C. B. 
Dutton) 'raid ; I should not have risen to speak 
on this subject hac! it not been for the remarks 
which the lion. gentleman who has just sat clown 
m'trle on the Landrjue,tion. He says the home­
stertd clauses are to di,,appcar under the new 
Bill, and therdm·e it will not be pos,;ible to 
settle the peovle on smrcll tracts of land. And 
he instance cl the case of America. Now I can 
tell the hon. gentlem'm that the American Gov­
ermnent ~et aside cert;cin tracts of lane! called 
homeokad land alongside their n1ilway lines, n.nd 
in that way they do lh>t allrn~ speculators to 
come and take up that land m large tmcts. 
They send people on to tlmt land which they can 
cnlth·ate ttlong the mi!wny line~. U ncler the 
homesteaLI cbnses of the ) .. et of 1871:i in this 
colony, wh:ct dvl the btc Government do to get 
people on to the lauds? Did they not prevent 
people tnking up more thctn lGO acres ; nnd is it 
not a fact that the rich lands along the rivers nnd 
in the scrubs w:1s snapped up by people who did 
not make any use of them? Then in districts where 
there were homestead areas, the exchnnged lands 
on the Downs were valued at £5 per acre. How 
could they expect people to settle down on 160 
acres at £5 per acre ~ The land was dealt with in 
such a wny as to absolutely exclude settlement. 
Land that was bought bnck five or six years ngo 
is not fully occupied yet. 

:\Ir. :\fOREHEAD: If it was bonght six years 
ago it was not by the late Government. 

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS : I hnve seen 
the land dealt with in such a wa.y ns to exclude 
settlement, and the conseqnence is that not a 
quarter of it i.s taken up. It should lmve been 
thrown oprm, and settlement might lmvo been 
promoted if nny nttempt had been made to 
exclude those who did not want to use the 
lands ; but no attempt of that kind was 
made. The hon. gentlemnn objected to bringing 
Germans, and said, that as soon as the German 
Government found that they were likely to be 
brought here to be employed on plantntions, and 
to do work which was dune now by kanakas­
nncl which, I maintain, nny man can do-the 
Imperial Go,·emment would object to them 
coming. Xow, I know the Germnns, nncl they 
are not such children as to make it necessnry to 
look after them in that way ; they are perfectly 
nble to take care of themselves. That is my 
experienc". I have indented Germans and em­
ployed them at a low rate of wages for two 
years, and never had the slig-htest difficulty 
with them ; they worked during their term of 
agreement side by side with men who were 
getting 25s. an cl 30s. a week, I believe that 
no men will more honestly and consistently 
carry out their a:;reements than Germans. I 
will say a word with regard to what fell from 
the lender of the Opposition, that is, in reference 
to the method of dealing with cooliesc. In the 
diGcn~aion on the PolyneoiJ,n Labourers Act the 
hon. €:entlema.n comphin~d that the kanakaa, 
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after completing their term of service, were 
excluded from staying here ; and said that 
in fairness that ought not to be clone to any 
men, whether black or white. He made 
a great parade of that, I remember. Now to­
night he says that if yc;u bring- out Germans, 
\villing to work at a low rate of wa.ges in 
the old country, and they find \vhen they 
come here _that wages are very rnuch higher, 
then that Is an absolute frr.md. But if you 
bring coolies, who are alw our fellow-subjects, 
from their own country at a low rate of wages, 
and expect, after they have completed their term 
of service that they are not to be allowed to 
leave, that is reducing them to a condition of 
aboolute slavery. If a nmn has completed his term 
of serdce he is entitled to go where he likes. 
I feel perfectly certain-without knowing ,my­
thing of constitutional law-that coolies under t1 

three years' agreement cannot be compelled, after 
their term of service has expired, to return to 
their own country ; and that we have no more 
power to compel them to return than we have to 
turn Eng-lishmen, Irishmen, or Scotchmen from 
our shores. I cannot imagine the possibility of 
the Indian Government permitting such agree­
mr.nts to be made, and I am perfectly sure we 
are powerless to compel them. If they choose to 
stay here they will stay here whether we like it or 
not. It would be quite optional with them after 
their term of service had expired, and they found 
they could make more than they were getting­
under their engagement, and more than they 
could make in their own country, to re­
main here. If they could make double, 
or treble, or quadruple, what they had been 
getting, they would make more in the first year 
after their term had expired than during their 
whole engagement; and that they would stay 
can be proved by the fact that those coolies w hn 
came here thirty years ago have stayed here, and 
sotne c f their descendants are now dri vi nu cabR 
in the city of Brisbane. There are dozens of them 
here and in New South \Vales. One of my nei~h­
bours on the Hunter indented a brge number" of 
these men many years ago, and when I left, twenty 
years after, so1ne of the1n, or their d1;:;.;cendants, 
still remaine1l; and the same thing would happen 
here, and we conld not turn them awav. They 
would be more difficult to control within ce~­
tain points than rabbits ; much more difficult, 
and there is no wire-mesh fence that I 
know of that would keep them out. They 
would spread over the whole country ; and pro­
perly so, because we have no right, and certainly 
no power, to control them within any given 
limits. I was astonished at the bitter animo­
sity dibplayed towards the Germans by the 
leader of the Opposition. I should have thought 
that he would have had a little more tact than 
to give expression to such opinions, whatever he 
might have felt. Nobody-I do not care who or 
what he is-unless he is influenced by bitter pre­
judice, can deny that we have got no people here 
who are better colonists than the Germans are. 
In industry, frugality, and manly independence 
of character, the Germans compare well with 
our own countrymen. I do not know any men 
who have shown greater manliness and indepen­
dence of character. They are not led and fooled 
by any political bnnkum, but they are men who 
e_xercise their own judgment ; and, although they 
hve under a different form of government, they 
live under a Government which takes care that 
they are very fairly educated. They are men 
well able to express their opinions and act up 
to them. 

Mr, STEVENSON said he did not intend to 
reply to the supplementary Land Bill speech 
that the House had heard, and what a Scotch 
friend of his (:1-fr. Stevenson's) would call the 
'' tlishteu " "l'eec)1 of the N~n~star for Land~>; 

but he would say with regard to the remarks 
which fell from that gentleman, in referring to 
the ,;peech of the member for Town,;ville, that he 
had not touched the subject at all. 'l'he hon. 
gentleman never really referred to what the hon. 
member for Townsville had said. The hon. 
member for Townsville m<eintainecl, in reply to 
renmrl<s which came from the other side about 
iiHlucing people to come out here, that the only in­
ducement which was offered hitherto had been done 
away with, or was propose!l to be abolished by the 
Minister for Lands, aml that was the homestead 
'uea cbuses of the Land Act of lR7G. The hon. 
member pointed out that the people of America 
gave the la,nd for nothing ; lmt the J\I.ini0ter for 
Lan1ls did uut answer that al'(;mnent at all ; 
and he (l\lr. ::lte,-enson) repeated, that the 
only indncerueut for people to corne out here 
with their v,:ive . ..., and faulilie!-i was to l1e t-5Wept 
away by the ~linister for Lauds in his prupooed 
Land Bill, although the House had been aesured 
by the junior member for North Brisbane, tlmt 
the homestead arelL clauses were not to be done 
away with. He supposed that that hon. member 
was reprimanded by the Premier for letting 
out State secrets, but they would see by-and-by 
who was right. He thought the House had 
rather got into a fog over the Bill, because they 
had had eo many differences of opinion from the 
other side. They were told by the Premier and 
the junior member for Korth Brisbane, and 
,;evcral other meml1ers, that the Bill was a 
measure for the planters-that it was brought in 
for the purpo::;e of getting over the planters' 
labour difficulty. The Colonial Treasurer told a 
very different story. He stticl it was not 
brought in for th~ purpose of bringing 
cheap labour into Queensland. He said thrtt 
the Government had not the slighest icle,t of 
reducing the r~tte nf \vageR. The rnmnber for 
Darling lJuwns clearly admitted that it was 
bein" brought in to ailow Germans to take the 
place of kanakas. How was that to be clone 
if what had fallen from the Treasurer was 
true ? Because he had told the House that 
the Bill was not intended tr, facilitate the 
importation of cheap labour. As had been 
clearly pointed out by the member for 'l'ownsdllc, 
almoot the first act of the present C:nYernment 
was to put a ;;top to British hnrnigration. The 
country did not want '" lower-waged class than 
it had at present, aml the Government had 
clearly shown, by their action since they came 
into power, that there was too much labour here 
already. 'rhe Government knew perfectly well 
that they had had deputf1tions from the unem­
ployed in Brisbane ; and if that w:ts the 
case it would be as well to employ their own 
people before thinking of introducing foreigners 
to work upon the plantations. If it were 
possible to do so, why not employ those people 
in the sugar inclmtry? But it had been proved 
to be impossible, and would be equally so 
with foreigners. It had been clearly proved 
that they could not work at that industry, be­
cause there were people begging for work at the 
present time who would not take the place of 
kanakas. That they all knew ; and the Trea­
surer made rather a me,,~ of it when he told the 
House that the Bill was not intended to bring in 
any cheaper labour than was now available. He 
was satisfied of this : that if cheaper labour was 
not to be obtained the sugar industry would perish; 
mHt hon. members opposite said, let it perish. 
The Treasurer forgot, when he talked about that 
labour, that if the sugar imlustry was not to 
perish in Queensland reliable labour must be 
obtained, because this country had to compete 
with countries where black labour was employed 
in the production of sugar. It had been proved 
that white labour could not be employed profit­
ably, and that it war, impo~eoible for Queens· 
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land to compete with those places where 
black labour was employed. The Premier must 
admit that he was trying, unless the Bill was a 
perfect sham, to make white people take the 
place of kanakas. He ren1mnbereLl reading an 
account of a speech made by the hon. gentleman 
at Maclmy, after a deputation had interviewed 
him in regard to the Labour rjuestion ; and his 
advice then was to get over the labour diffi­
culty by bringing out cheap labour from l~urope. 
It was evident that that class of labour was in­
tended to supply the place of kmmlm labrmr; 
and yet, according to the hon. member for 
Dttrling Downs, the Germans would certainly 
not take the place of the kanakas. The 1\linister 
for Lands, on the other hand, told the House 
that he had engaged some of that German cheap 
labonr at a very low price. Of course, unless 
that hon. gentleman got them to compete with 
blackfellows, it was not likely that he would 
employ them at all. The Minister for Lands 
told them that he had engaged those men for 
two years at a very low rate of wages, and that 
they had performed their work satisfactorily. 
'The hon. member for Darling Downs told them 
that if Germans were brought out at a cheaper 
rate of wages than was given to other white men 
they would not stick to their a,;:reements. 

Mr. KATES said he never said anything of 
the kind. ·what he did stty was, that after six 
or twelve months, when t118y saw that other 
colonists were getting· higher wages, they also 
would ask for higher wages. 

Mr. STEVEXSOX said that if the Bill was 
intended to indent labourers for six months or 
twelve months it was a useless and deceptive 
measure, because~ unless the n1en \Vere engaged 
for two or three years, they would be perfectly 
useless to the planter. 'The leader of the 
Opposition had been accused over ana over 
again, in spite of repeated denials, of having 
spoken disparagingly of the Germans. 'Vhat 
that hon. member did say was, that the peoplt< 
of the colony had no right to be trcxed to bring in 
Germrcns until the British Islanrls were exhausted; 
and he (Mr. Stevenson) agreed with him. As to 
what was meant by exhaustion of the British 
Islands, he might tell the Colonial Treasurer that 
not lopg ago, in the North of Ireland, he saw men 
working for 7s. flcl. a week without rations, and 
keeping a family upon it. So long as such a 
state of things prevailed rtt home, it could not be 
said that the British Islands were exhausted · 
and it was a very good point for the leader of th~ 
Opposition to take up, that until such was the 
case the taxpayers of the colony ought not to 
be asked to pay for introducing Germans. 'That 
hon. member never accused the Germans of being 
a low or servile race, and he (Mr. Stevenson) had 
a great respect for some of them, amongst whom­
as amongst the people of every other nation-there 
were both bad and good. 'l'he hon. member for 
Darling Downs objected to any member of the 
Opposition calling the Germans a servile race­
making particular reference to the hon. member for 
Blackall, who, by the way, never said anythin~ 
of the kind. But he would tell the hon. memb.;;_. 
that one of his own leaders, the present Attorney. 
General, in the course of a speech during the 
session of 1882, spoke as follows :-
• 

11 I! t.he Governtnent were to introduce European 
lillmlgrants-Gernmns and Italians-men who did not 
require to be acclimatised, ancl 'vho were capable of 
developing into the highest condition of humanity-it 
would be a step in the right direction. After thev had 
:passed three or four years in a servile capacity; they 
would be ready to take their places among the superior 
classes o!the colony, and fitted to be taken up, absorbed 
into, and amalgamated with our own people." 
Such '':as the opi?-ion of the Attorney-General, 
who drd not thmk Germans would he fit to 
associate with other whit8 people until they had 
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been in a servile po:;ition for four years. He 
(:Yir. Stevenson) believed, with the hon. member 
for Darling Downs, that the Germans were too 
good for the position they were intended by the 
Bill to take; and the hon. member ought, \vhen 
he heard that the Bill was being prepared, to 
hrcve informed the Premier of the fact. It hacl 
never yet been found that Germans were willing 
to do the work that kanalcas were now doing on 
the northern sugar plantations. The Premier, 
however, had not yet told them who were the 
men he intended to bring in, although it had 
heen hinted at by some of the other speakers ; 
but the hon. member for Darling Downs had 
said that the Uermans were not likelv to take 
the place of the kanakas. He did not think 
the Bill was one that was ref[uired, and he was 
satisfied that if the Premier was sincere in his 
proposed desire to proYide labour for the sugar· 
planters, instead of the labour they had now, he 
would have brought in a very different Bill from 
the one now under discussion. 

Mr. LISSKEH said he did not rise exactly t<!l 
take the part of the Germans. A good deal had 
been said about the Germans ; but, so far as he 
knew, they were quite capable of taking their 
own part. He hoped that in fnture speeches 
hon. members would not lump all Germans 
together. There were a good many varieties of 
Germans ; and for the sake of such men 
as Prince Bismttrck, the late Prince Consort, 
Schiller, Goethe, himself, and others, he hoped 
hon. members wonld make a distinction somehow. 
'rhe reason he rose was to announce to that 
honourable House that he had much pleasure 
in opposing the Bill. It was well known to the 
House that he represented one of the mo~t 
important~if not the most important-mining 
constituency in the colony, and he knew the 
feeling of his constituents on the proposal of the 
GoYernment to bring in representatives of coolies 
and kanakas, in the shape of cheap Europeans of 
some kind. The mining population had warned 
him against voting for that measure. He had 
pledged himself on the platform to vote against 
black slaves, and he had also pledged himself to 
vote against white slaves. As that Bill was 
not a solution of the Labour question in any shape 
or form, and would not benefit the sugar indus· 
try, he would oppose it as a mining representa­
tive. He did not know whether the Germans 
whom it was proposed to introduce would come 
to Queensland. He had it on good authority, 
that Prince Bismarck could vut them to better 
use than letting them loose on sugar planta­
tions ; he was going in for colonisir1g himself, 
and could make good use of them under his own 
flag, or to feed his guns as soldiers. It was not 
very certain, should the recruiting agents be sent to 
Germany, that they would be successful in getting 
labourers, and if they did get them, he did not think 
any policemen or soldiers would be able to keep 
them on the plantations if they did not like their 
position there, as slaves. Those Germans, who 
had been put down by someone as Darwin's 
missing link, were not such born fools as to stay ; 
they would leave the sugar fields at the earliest 
possible opportuHity, and interfere with the 
prosperity of his constituents, the miners. He 
would not say anything more about the matter. 
Hansa1·d was full of it. He would vote against 
the Bill. 

Mr. GRIMES said he thought it was a pity 
that a discussion of that kind should be allowed 
to lapse into a discussion on black ve1'8US white 
labour. \Vhen&ver anything was said about 
immigration, they were sure to get something 
about black labom from members opposite. He 
was surprised at the hon member for Mackay, 
who dragged in the Black Labour question neck 
and crop, and gave them his periodical speech. 
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on it-he might say there were different volumes 
of Hamard taken up with the same speech 
as the hon. gentleman had delivered that 
evening- saying he wondered why no mem· 
her of the Government had replied to his 
remarks. They had replied to those remarks 
-they were only remn.rks n.nd not n.rguments­
time after time. H"'nsard was full of replies to 
the n.rguments brought forward in fn.vour of 
black labour. He really thought it wonld be 
a saving to the country if the Government gave 
instructions to have the hon. rnemlJer for 
Jl.fackay's speech on that subject stereotyped, on 
that it might he copied into Hansord whnnc\ Pr 
the hon. gentleman spoke on that 'luestion. The 
hon. member had stated that the action of the 
Government on the Ln.bour question hn.d ruined 
the sugar industry. He (Mr. Grimes) failed 
to see it. Possibly it might have checked 
~peculators from the South ; but he did not 
regret that, as he thought the country was 
getting very little ad vn.ntage from those southern 
capitalists. He was told by several residents 
near a pln.ntation owned by a Melbourne firm 
that they got no ad vantage from the plantation, 
as a large number of Chinese were employed 
there, and they traded with the Chinese store­
keepers in the neighbourhood; while the neces· 
saries of life for a large number of Cingalese 
employed on the plantation were brought from 
the South ; and the sugar and molasses, and the 
products of the estate generally, were shipped 
down South. So that, although that was 
one of the largest plantations in the North, 
the country got very little ad vantage from it. 
The foreign capitalists reaped the profits, and 
left a burden on the country in the shape of 
paupers, or crippled or sickly kanakas, who were 
a burden to the State by having to be kept in 
hospitals, or supported in lunatic asylums and 
benevolent institutions. The hon. gentleman had 
also again made use ofthe argument, that in no 
other place in the world was sugar grown without 
black labour. That argument amounted to 
nothing ; if they could do better than other 
places, why should they not do so ? The 
fact remained, that sugn.r was grown in this 
colony and grown profitably without black labour. 
All the growling about the low price of sugar 
came from the North, where also the complaint 
wn.s made that the harassing conditions, as the 
,ew regulations for the kanalca labour trade were 
called, was ruining the industry. 'rhe difference 
in price of the cane was only about a shilling 
a ton, so that the fears with reference to the 
failure of the sugar industry were not well 
grounded. At all events he did not anticipate 
that they would be realised this season. 
The hon. member for Mackay had asked how 
sugar was to be grown without black labour. 
He (Mr. Grimes) thought there was an answer 
to that question: Let them import intelligent 
labourers, and put implements in their hands, 
with two or three horses, and planters would 
find that, with intelligent Germans or intelligent 
agricultural labourers from England, Ireland, 
and Scotland, they could work their plantations 
cheaper than they were doing at the present 
time with black labour. The impression that 
black labour was cheap was a curse to the 
planters of the North. :From what he had seen 
on a visit to the North, he thought that the idea 
of cheap labour was ruining the planters 
and ruining the owners. He had seen from 
fifteen to twenty men doing no more work 
than could be done by a European agricultural 
labourer, with a team of two or three horses 
and a roller. ·when men had the idea that 
kanaka labour, used in that way, was 
cheap, he thought it was a curse to them. 
As long as they got kanakas to do the work in 
the North, people would never invent better 

modes of working the plantations. It was well 
known that the >tbolition of the slave trade in 
America stimulated the inventive tn.lent, and 
gave rise to the production of new implements 
of husbandry by which plantations were worked 
more cheaply. He was confident that under 
those circumstances, the work could be done 
much cheaper than by kanaka labour. It 
was said that the more black labour there 
was, the more work there would be for 
the Eurn[W:tn; but he need only mention the 
fctct that the Ellropean labnnr was cheapest 
where 1nost kanaka,~ were Ciuployed. The Cov­
ernnlent of the da,y isr-:nml invitations to tho 
planters in the North and ehewhere who needed 
labour, to apply to the Immigration Office, stating 
the kind of work to be done and the rate of 
\V ages they were willing to gi ve1 and inforrning 
them that the Immig-ration Agent would for­
ward the men. The lowest rate of wages offered 
came from the districts where kmmkas were 
employed-J\Iackay ami BundalJerg. The rate 
the employers were willing to pay was 12s. 
a week. But they did not wish the labourer to 
work for 12s. a week. There was no fear that 
the indented European labourer would lower 
the rate of wages all over the colony. As long 
as they offered by the land laws facilities for the 
agricultural labourer to settle on the ground, the 
wages would not fall below a certain average. If 
a man could rent forty acres at 3d. per acre per 
annum, as soon as wages got below a certain 
limit, he would work on his land, and make 
far more than 12s. a week. They wished to see 
:B~uropean labourers coming to the colony-men 
who would work for a time on the plantations or 
on the farms, and afterwards settle down and 
become farmers themselves. He was pleased 
to support the Bill because it would effect 
that object, and would, in conjunction with 
the Land Bill, be the means of settling a 
large population of agriculturists on the land. 
The hon. member for Kennedy need not fear that 
the German agricultural !.tbourers would compete 
with the miners. They did not like mining, but 
preferred agriculture. 'l'hey prefeiTed above­
ground work to nnder-grouml work. It hacl 
been stated that the U errmms would not take 
the place of kanakas. Bnt they did not want 
them to bkc the pbcc of k.makas ; they wormted 
them to take up a n1ore intt>lligent position. It 
was intended tlmt they should have the manage­
ment of steam and other implements; ancl by that 
mem1s lessen the cost of procluction, and thus 
mise the rate of wages. He har! confidence in 
the sugar industry, and did not believe that 
because they could not import the coolie or the 
kanaka that the industry was to be S<Juashecl. 
The supply of kanakas might fail, but if the 
Government held out prover inducements to the 
planters, and if the planters wouid take advan­
t>tge of their privileges .and indent Euro­
pean labour, they would find the plan work 
well. That system would push the colony 
ahead far better than two or three dozen 
Southern capitalists investing their money in 
sugar lands, and working them with kanaka 
labour. ·with reference to the Bill, he thought 
the 4th clause was a very wise provision. It 
should be incumbent on the master to find suit­
able accommodation for the immigrants when 
they arrived. It was a great complaint 
among European labourers thn.t they were 
not well housed ; and that was where the 
planters failed to make them reliable. Plan­
-tations were mostly in the hands of com­
panies, the shareholders of which expected large 
and quick di viclends, and grumbled at a large 
preliminary expenditure. They objected to 
putting up comfortable two or three·roomed 
cottages for :Europeans, but would rather put up 
huts which would hold three or four kanakas 
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each. If comfortable quarters were provided, 
the European labour would be found more reli­
able. There was no difficulty with regard to 
the climate. The hon. member for Ilfackay 
charged the Government with ignoring the dif­
ference of climate between North and South. 
He (Mr. Grimes) had met scoreb of workmen 
engaged in about eYery kind of outdoor work in 
the North, and not one of them ever told him 
that it was too hot to work there. Several of 
those men had worked in the neighbourhood of 
Brisbane, and they said that the climate in 
the North was quite as favonrctblc to outdoor 
work as that of Brisbane. But he had other 
ways of satisfying himself ou the point. It 
was well known that European labourers were 
able to follow the plough '"s long as horses were 
able to pull it, and, in the K orth, horses had suc­
cumbed to the heat before the drivers. And in 
the North nearly every planter obtained from 
half-an-hour to an hour more work per day out 
of his horses in the summer than farmers were 
able to do in the South. Instead of being 
satisfied with ploughing h:>lf-an-acre a day in 
the North, they did not think less than three­
quarters of an acre was a fair day 1

B work; 
bnt in the South, to,king the year through, 
the average was not more than half-an-acre a 
day. It was often said that there was a 
smothering sort of heat in the cane-brakes 
which made it impossible for Europeans to 
work there; but there was no necessity 
for any work to be done in a cane-brake 
after the horses had done their work. The 
last work in a cane-brake previous to cutting 
was clone on a properly managed plantation hy a 
team of horses, and if the horses· could manage 
to stand the heat he had no fear but that a 
European could follow them. He was sorry 
there was to be an alteration made in the schedule 
to the scale as it stood in the original Act. He 
thought the P"Yment of the full amount of pas­
sage money to be demanded from a man over forty 
years was excessive. There was plenty of work in 
an English agriculturallal1ourerforty years of age; 
he was in the prime of life ; he had experience, 
and he was a man who was likely to settle down 
to his work. He thought the limit of age 
might be extended to fifty ; and, even then, he 
thought the amount was excessive. The most 
reliable men got out here were those that came 
out in families. If they got a man between forty 
and fifty or fifty-five, with four orfi ve sons ranging 
from twenty-four or twenty-five to fifteen, they 
generally settled down on the farms, and were 
steadier at their work than siugle men. It 
would be a pity to prevent the father of a family 
coming out. They liked to see fatherly affec­
tion, and a son that would leave the old man at 
home to starve or go into the union was not 
likely to prove a velj' good colonist. He was 
afraid they would deprive the colony of a very 
suitable class of young men if they adhered to 
this provision; and he hoped that in the case 
of a parent coming out with his family there 
would be some provision made for his being 
brought out at a much lower rate than his 
full passage. He thought that the way the 
immigration was managed came very hard upon 
the agricultural labourer. At home a man of this 
class had generally no savings; it took him all 
his time to provide for his family ; and there 
were great complaints amongst them that, after 
having the approval of the Agent-General, a 
man had to wait such a long time before he was 
permitted to embark. If he had any savings 
at all, they were frequently all spent in pro­
viding lodgings during the interval. An hon. 
member reminded him that this was de"lt 
with by a former Bill, bnt that was not the 
case. Two pounds might be allowed him for 
expenses to the port of embarkation, but nothing 

was allowed him for the cost of living in lodg­
ings after leaving his situation. The mode of. 
choosing the immigrants, too, was not a very 
good one. It was easy to tell pretty well what 
a man was by looking at his face; and, as for 
testimonials, a rogue could often get them for the 
sake of getting him out of the country. He 
thought it would be well if two or three good 
lecturers, who had the confidence of the Govern­
ment, were given authority to say at once 
whether a man would be accepted, and then 
allow him to be shipped off without any further 
delay. He had much plensure in supporting the 
second reading, but hoped that the schedule 
would be altered. 

1\Ir. ALAND said he always felt pleased when 
he thought that they had a sugar-grower on their 
side of the House as well as on the other; because 
they would certainly have altogether the worst 
of the argument if they had not someone of 
experience just to put the hon. member for 
Mackay right now and again. Very great stress 
had beim laid by hon. members on the other side 
of the House upon the fact that the present 
Government, not very long after they came into 
power, had eased off immigration; they had even 
been accused of stopping immigration. They 
were free to admit that the Government had 
eased it off, and he believed the colony, as 
a whole, thought they did what was perfectly 
right. They found an exhausted Treasury, 
as far as the immigration vote was concerned; 
they found that their predecessors had to a 
very large extent overdrawn the immigration 
vote, aud they would have acted legiti­
mately if they had even st<>pped immigra­
tion altogether until they obtain~d means for 
carrying it on. It was to be remembered that, 
at the time they eased it off, complaints were 
being ~howered upon them that there was no 
employment for the immigrants coming out. A 
very unsuitable class of immigrants was being 
introduced at that time. There were men 
nominated by gentlemen on the other side of the 
House who, when they arrived, were sent up tha 
country as tradesmen at low rates of wages ; and 
if that was not competing with white tradesmen, 
he would like to know what was. \V hat was the 
action of the prel'ions Government with reference 
to immigration ? They stopped immigration 
directly they came into power, and very likely 
they had a good reason for doing so ; but they 
increased Polynesian immigration at the same 
time. They said they would not have the 
people from Great Britain and Ireland and 
Germany, but they would have them 
from the South Sea Islands ; and permits 
were given to ·many of their friends to im­
port those labourers for the interior. The 
leader of the Opposition had made a great 
deal of fuss about the solidity of the German 
vote. He was not going to admit that the 
German vote was any more solid than any other 
vote. They had heard at times a great deal 
about the Roman Catholic vote, and the Irish 
vote, aud he had even heard of the Presbyterian 
vote. He remembered when an election was 
going on in the colony, that one of the candidates 
claimed that he would get all the Presbyterian 
vote. There was nothing whatever in such cries 
as those. But if there was anything at all in 
the cry of the German vote, the leader of the 
Opposition had himself to blame very much 
for it. They all knew what his utterances 
were in a previous Parliament, when he was 
met by the hon. member-the "Sacred Ibis" 
-the then hon. member for Rosewood, who, 
of course, felt bound to stand up on behalf of his 
constituents; and he stood up very well indeed 
for them. He was very glad to find that the 
Germans had a large number of friends ln the 
House who were willing and able to stand up for 
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them. He regretted that he was not in a posi­
tion to say whether white men could work on 
sugar plantations or not. \Vhenever he had 
been asked his opinion upon the question, 
he had always candidly said he did not know. 
He had as much faith in the hon. member 
for Oxley as he had in the hon. member for 
Mackay. The hon. member for Oxley said 
that all necessary plantation work could be 
done by white men ; and, such being the case, 
they should have white men and not black 
men to tlo it. He would not like to say, as oome 
hon. members had said, that if they conltl not 
work their plantations with white labour, then 
let the sugar industry perish. It was worth 
their consideration-considering all that wa:s irn­
plied by the introduction of coloured labour into 
the colony-to see if even the sugar industry 
could not be done without. It was the hon. 
member for Blackall who st,tted that the "late 
l'remier was in bvour of the introduction of 
Polynesian labourers after a certain time. 

Mr. ARCHER : What I said was that the 
late Premier at one time proposed in the House 
that there should be a certain year fixed when 
the importation of Polynesians should terminate ; 
but that was refused by the House. 

Mr. ALAND said of course he must accept 
the statement of the hon. member for Blackall; 
but his impression was that the then hon. mem­
ber for Stanley, Mr. O'Sullivan, brought forward 
a resolution stating a time when the importation 
of kanaka labour should cease. "When that 
went to a division Sir Thomas Mcilwraith voted 
against it. Of course he might be wrong, but that 
was his impression. He was willing to give Sir 
Thomas Mcilwraith every credit for his great 
abilities, but £till he did not see that they should 
give him credit for even so small a matter as 
that if he was no£ deserving of it. In reference 
to this German immigration, he thought it was 
a point which was worthy of consideration. The 
Germans at the present time numbered a very 
considerable portion of the populfltion of the 
community. They were here ; he did not know 
how they got here, but he supposed they came 
like the rest. However, they were here, aml 
were an important factor in onr midst. They 
were voters with the others, ancl were tax­
payers, and had the same rights ; [Lnd seeing 
that they contributed to the revenue, therefore 
they had a right to say something on the Immigra­
tion question, for which they hacl prodded some of 
the funds. 'l'hey had a right to see that cerhtin 
of their fellow-countrymen were importecl into 
the colony. There was another remark which 
the hon. member for Blackall took exception 
to, which was made use of by his friend, Mr. 
Brookec;, and he most sincerely deprecated what 
he considered a very unwise remark made by 
that gentleman. He looked upon Mr. Brookes 
as a wise man ; but he said unwise things some­
times, and that remark was an unwise one for 
him to make, when he said there was neither 
brains nor money in the North. It was one 
of those "high-falutin" sayings which went for 
nothing. The hon. member for Blackall took 
great exception to the hon. gentleman for say­
ing-, "Perish the sugar industry if it is to be 
worked by gangs." That was not all the hon. 
gentleman said: he said, "Perish the sugar 
industry, if it is to be worked by gangs of men 
who are not ]'aid a sufficient sum for their 
labour." All hon. members had been very loud 
in their cries that all labourers should receive 
fair pay for their labour. He believed that, 
<)ven if they had thousands of persons coming into 
the colony every year through the means of the 
Bill, it would hav·e no lowering effect upon the 
wages of the persons in the colony ; but, on the 
<!!ontmry, he believed the introduction of labour 

would cause a necessity for more and yet more 
labour still ; and so the thing would go on. 

:Mr. JORDAN said that he had listened to the 
remarks of the hon. member for l\1,tckay with 
the great amount of pleasure that he usually 
felt in hearing that hon. gentleman SjJeak. He 
was the representative of the planters in the 
North, and one whom they had every reason to 
be proud of. If all the planters lu1<l as much brains 
as their representative, they would have quite as 
much brains a~ any person in the :'Iouth. 
The hon. member said that the planters of the 
North were content to accept the sittHttion, and 
try the experiment of European labour. He 
proceeded, however, to say that he thou::;ht the 
House would consider it a fair thing if the 
planters, in thA eng-agernent of indented 
labourers froru Europe, rnade an engagmnent 
with them at 12s. tt week. It would be remem­
bered by hon. gentlemen in that House, that 
some tiine ago, before the present Parlia­
ment was formed, one of the canrlidates 
for election said that a large number of 
British lahourers would be f]Uite willing to 
make an agreement to some of the planters 
at 15s. a week with the addition of rations. 
The remark was taken hold of by the Press 
representing the Opposition and the sugar­
planter,, and attempts of the most ridiculous 
description were made to pour contempt upon 
that suggestion. It was said by the Pre•~, 
and by members of that House, that they did 
not want to degrade European labourers by 
offering them only 15s. a week. l'\ othing was 
said about rations in the Press, though that was 
spoken of at the same time ; but it was said 
that 15.s. a week, without rations, was that 
gentleman's proposal. He had to take oc­
C[Lsion to contradict those statements in that 
House, and he read the full report of the words 
he had himself uttered, as reported in one of 
the leading papers of the city. After pouring 
ridicule upon the suggestion of an eng-agen1ent 
for 15s. a week and mtions, the hon. member for 
Mackay deliberately proposed that it would he a 
fair thing to tnake engageinPnts with :European 
labourers for the sugar-planters in the North, 
at 12s. a week. He (::\lr .. Jordan) had never 
expected or snggestecl a low rate of wa.ges in the 
North for bbourcrN. He never believed that 
1nen cotning frotn England, ll'elarul, Scotland, 
t+ernutny, ])enrrmrk, Sweden, or Norway, 
should be ground dovnr to anything like 12s. 
[L week. He had always understood that what 
the planter,., desired was not cheap, but reliable 
labour. His contention was simply that, from 
what he knew of immigration, he could say 
that a large number of a most respectable class 
of British labourers would be perfectly content 
and only too happy to engage at home fur one or 
two years at 15s. a week,.with the addition of 
rations. The indented labour provision was a 
very important aspect of the Immigration ques­
tion, especially in view of the v·erdict recently 
pronounced by the country at large on the queq­
tion of black labour. The public were determined 
not to have coolie labour. Kanaka labour was 
evidently doomed, and it was evident that the 
planters of the Xorth would be dependent very 
much now upon indented labour from Europe. 
He was at a loss to understand whence the ide'l. 
could have got abroad that the colony was to 
be inuudatecl with Ita1ians and Maltese. He 
saw no mention of them in the Bill. Germans 
and Scandinavians they knew, and the people 
of Denmark ; they had been tried, and they 
had proved to be good citizens and successfnl 
settlers on the land. It would be very 
different with Italians and ~laltese. They 
should bewe~re, as the hon. member for Towns­
ville had cantinned them, of introducing low­
class labour. Even if it should be European 
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labour, he felt confident it would ue strongly 
opposed by the public gener,<lly. Hitherto they 
had had no popular feeling against innuigration 
in this colony, but it had ueen otherwise in the 
other colonies. In V'"ictol'ia, smne yean; since, 
steps were taken to introduce something 
similar to the provisions of the Bill introduced 
here in 1860, but it was so strongly 
opposed, popularly, that the Government did 
not venture to bring it before Parliament. 
Symptoms of the same kind were manifestetl here 
after the passing of the Immigration Act of 11>60. 
Smue hon. rnernberti would, no doubt, distinctly 
remember a mass meeting which was held in 
Brisbane-just before the Commissioner for Im· 
migration went to England-at that time, by the 
working rnen. They went in force a.nd strongly 
opposed the proposed immigration from England. 
They were afraid it would bring down the rate 
of wages. It was explained that the intention 
was to attract small capitalists, who would them· 
:;elves be employers oflabour, as well as to attract 
labourer;. That explanation was perfectly t~atis­
factory to that great meeting, and there lmd been 
no such symptorns of opposition to iinn1igration 
manifested here since. In 1882, an Innnigra~ 
tion Bill was brought in by Sir Thomas ::\lcll­
wraith. That was a very good Bill, and was so 
good that the Bill now brought in to amend it 
did not need to contain more than a few clauses. 
It was a much better Immigration Bill than the 
one brought in by the previous Government in 
1872, even as amended by the Amending Act 
of 187i\ ; hut it should be remembered 
that the best part of it-the principal Act 
in the pre,ent case- was introduced at the 
instance of the present Premier of the colony. 
That was contained in the 17th clause of the 
Act, which provided for a class of immigrants of 
a superior kind. It was found, twenty years ago, 
that the best of the labouring classes would not 
receive their passage from any Government. 
Many of them were thinking of emigrating for 
yee~rs, but they would not come out as paupers. 
It was because of that that the officer adminis­
tering their immigration at home, in 1861, recmn­
mended to the Government that £8 should be re­
ceived from those persons who were suitable immi· 
grants and who could satisfy the commissioner that 
they were in every respect eligible. The 17th 
clause of the principal Act was very much 
better than that. It had been so successful that 
during the first year the commissioner received 
£17,000 and more, on account of assisted passages. 
During the three subsequent years, be received 
£.12,000 from assisted passages, which proved 
sufficient to cover all the expenses of his commis­
sion for six years and leave a surplus of £3,000 a year. 
The bonus system at preoent was very much 
better. Now, the Agent-General advertised pas­
sages for Queensland at American rates, and per­
sons coulU. cmne out as passengers, not as n1ere 
immigrants. That was an experiment, hut it had 
proved a great success. It was ridiculed in 
the Hou~e when brought forward, except by 
membem on the Liberal side; but it had brought 
out a very much Getter class, and in such 
numbers, that it was considered they would 
supply almost all the demand for labour in the 
colony. He believed that under the 17th sec· 
tion of the Act the colony could get a sufficient 
supply of labour from Great Britain alone-a class 
who had British manly independence, and who did 
not come as paupers. As to the German vote, 
the leader of the Opposition knew perfectly well 
all about it. The hon. gentleman had made a 
skilful use of the point; he could always make a 
had case appear a good one, because he had 
a pleasant way of talking ; but his idea, as now 
expressed, was absurd. The German vote was 
perfectly simple. The Germans were intelligent 
people, and they soon knew well enough which 

of the two political parties was favourable to 
settliug the people on the land. That was the 
whole secret of it. They did not vote for a man 
who cctlled himself "an indeJ,endent man"; they 
knew very well what they were about; and that 
he was a Conservative to the backuone, and not a 
friend of the people. They kne\V that men like 
him wanted to get the land and keep it as lon;; 
as they could; that they were in favour of the 
aggregation of large estates, and the employment 
of the lowe;;t class of labour; and that they had 
dtmetheirutmostfortwenty·threeyears to prevent 
the colonisation of Queensland by the settling of 
the farming class on the land. The Germans knew 
all that well enough, and they had sense enough 
not tovoteforthe "independent man," but for the 
Liberal. If anyone could conceive the possibility 
of the leader of the Opposition becoming a Liberal, 
heart and soul, the Germans would vote for him to 
a man, in spite of the unkind thing< he had said 
about them. He (l\Ir . .Jordan) wanted to say 
something about what he conceived the desir­
ability of such an amendment of the Act as would 
have the direct effect of bringing capital into tbe 
colony. They had been charged by hon. gentle­
men on the Opposition side with keeping capital 
out of the colony. If that were true they had 
committed a crime against the common wealth, 
and somebody ought to suffer for it. They had 
rejected a grand colossal scheme of land grant 
rail ways, under which mil ways were to be built­
a large number of persons were to ue introduce< I 
-and the fortunes of almost everybody were 
to be made. No doubt that scheme would 
han brought a great deal of capital into the 
colony to complete the railways, and a lot of 
individuals would have been rolling in wealth. 
But it would have been at the expense of the 
million-of the working men especially. Not only 
they, hut some of the most influential and richest 
squatters, were opposed to it, and the voice of the 
colony condemned it. But what were they 
to substitute? They must have money to build 
their railways. They were going in for a great 
railway system. There were three great trunk 
lines to be extended hundreds of miles, and a 
number of other railways to ue made. For that, 
six millions were to be borrowed. It was a 
p,:rand scheme, and just what the colony wanted. 
The colony must h<tve a grea-t population. They 
had now got a grand laml scheme, which was to 
unlock millions of acres of land. 

Mr. NORTO~: I rise to a point of order. 
The hon. gentleman is not speaking to the ques­
tion before the House. 

The SPEAKER : I think the hon. gentleman 
is slightly wandering from the question. 

Mr. GRIJ\IES: The question is the adjourn­
ment of the debate. \V e are not on the main 
question at all. 

The SPEAKER: It has always been the prac­
tice of the House of Commons, on a motion for 
the adjournment of a debate, to confine attention 
solely to that question; no other matter is allowed 
to be discussed. lu this House, it has unfortu · 
nately been the practice for sonre years to allow 
great latitude on a motion for an adjournment of 
a debate, but it is quite contrary to parliamentary 
practice that such should take place. The motion 
is the adjournment of the debate, and upon that 
I ha.rdly think that the general question of the 
land policy and railway policy can he di:;cussed, 
when the debate is on the second reading of the 
Immigration Bill. 

}fr . .JORDAN said he would conclude his 
remarks and not detain the House any longer. 
It was difficult for him when speaking on this 
question not to connect it with the land ques­
tion, because he thought they were essentially 
connected. He had prefaced his remarks about 
the land by s~ying that he had intended that 
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there should be an amendment in the Bill bv 
way of giving greater encoura,gement to persons 
with capital ; and he was going to show that 
without a large population our railways would 
not get traffic enough to support them. As he 
had been ruled out of order, he would now con­
clude, as he would have an opportunity of speak­
ing on the subject at some future time. 

Mr. NOR TON: I am almost sorry I called your 
!'.ttention, Mr. Spe::cker, to the way in which the 
hon. member was speaking, because there has 
been a great deal of latitude allowed to-night in 
the debate which has taken place ; but when the 
hon. member told us he was not going to say 
anything further and then wandered off into the 
railway scheme, the land scheme, and who knows 
how many other schemes, it looked as if he was 
going on for ever. The points that have been 
discussed previously have been closely connected 
with the question before the House. · There was 
one remark which fell from the hon. member 
who has just sat down which I would like to say 
a fe\v words about, and that is with reference to 
the bounty system. The hon. member pointed 
out that, although the gentlemen who sit on the 
same side of the House as the members of the 
present Government supported that scheme, it 
was to a certain extent ridiculed by members on 
this side. 

The PREMIER : Strenuously opposed. 
Mr. NORTON: I do not think that is quite a 

proper expression to use. It wa.s opposed by 
this side, and I admit that I opposed it, but the 
system has since been tried and found to work 
well ; but I still have no hesitation in saying 
that at that time I was opposed to it. \V e 
have not only evidence in fact of its success, 
but also the evidence of reports from the gentle­
men at home, who reported to the authorities that 
there were so many applicants to come out under 
that bounty system tlmt they die! not know how 
to find shi-ps enough to send them out. The 
senior 1nen1ber for Toowom11ba, \Vhen speaking 
of the action of the Government in having 
limi~ed the number of immigrants who were 
commg to the colony at the time they 
assumed the reins of government, said 
that the reason for limiting immigration 
was on account of the immigration vote 
having been largely overdrawn. \Vel!, I believe 
it was, but I do not know that that was the 
reason for limiting immigration, because we 
had evidence that the bounty system was act­
ing favourably, and \\·e had the evirlence of the 
agents in addition, who said that there were so 
many people waiting to come here that there was 
no means of sending them, and they asked to be 
allowed to put on extra ships to meet the demand. 
I think the whole of the evidence shows that 
it might have been carried on as largely as ever, 
simply by this one system. I think that pointe 
to the fact, as the hon. member Mr. Jordan has 
shown, that this Bill is scarcely necessary. The 
hon. member stated-and his experience entitles 
him to much consideration-that he believed all 
the immigrants required for this colony can be 
obtained in the British Islands ; and I, for one, 
quite agree with him, and think there is no 
occasion to indent labourers from Europe. This 
colony is the only one of the group, on the mainland 
at all events, in which the people generally have 
not raised thei1: voice against Governtnent im1nigra.~ 
tion. They have protested strongly inN ew South 
Wales against the Government voting large sums 
of money to bring out immigrants, and they have 
protested very continuously and very strongly in 
Victoria and South Australia. Is the same sort 
of thing to be brought about here ? Up to the 
present time there has been no opposition to it 
on the part of the people generally ; hut will 
there not be after the passing of a measure like 

this ? Already there are indications of that oppo­
sition, and the hon. member for Kennedy, in 
his speech, indicated to us that the action of his 
own constituents was directly in support of the 
statement I make. The opposition which has 
been raised there will. I believe, he raised in 
other towns, and it will be raised, I believe, with 
very good reason; because, if we can get immi­
grants to come out here under the bounty system 
at a cost of £10 each, why should we go to the 
larger expense of £14 or £15, which will be the cost 
of immigrants under this system? The person 
who in<lents a labourer pays £1, and the country 
pays the remainder, which comes out of the 
fJOcket of the taxpayer. Is there any reason, if 
\Ye can get in1nligrants from Great Britain for 
£10, why we should pay £14? I have no intention 
of entering upon the subject of white and black 
labour, und the clis1mte which exi"ts in regard to 
the two classes of labour. I "Wish, however, to 
say a very few words in regard to what fell, in 
connection with that subject, from the member 
for Oxley. That hrm. gentleman complained 
that the hon. member for Mackay always 
mado the same speech-that it was a sterotyped 
speech, and that, for all useful purposes, it would 
be as well were the speech kept in type at the 
printing office. I wonder if the hon. member 
ever thinks of his own speeches on the same 
subject. I would ask the hon. member if he does 
not think that remttrk apjJlies quite as much to 
his own speeches as it does to those of the hon. 
men1ber for l'viackay? I think, under the cir­
cumstances, he did not place himself in a good 
position by making that remark. However, 
the hon. member does not occupy the same 
position as a sugar.grower in the North does. 
From his position here he is able to com­
mand a supply of labour whenever he wants 
it. He is near the Brisbane market, whera there 
is always a large floating· "upply of labour, and 
when he wants additional hand.< he can get 
them. Now, there is no similar condition of 
things up north where \Ve can get bventy or 
thirty hands when required. 'l'he men there 
must be engaged for a length of time or not at 
all. Besides that, the hon. me m bcr grows sugar 
here and does not sell it to the large buyer, but 
retails it himself. 

Mr. GRL\IES: No; the sugar is put on the 
l'vielbourne market. 

]\fr. NOR TON: I heard the hon. member did 
so, and I thought he did. The hon. member, in 
speaking of the labour difficulty, said that if 
the planters would yoke their horses on to their 
implements and try if they would not do the 
work, they would be able to do without kanakas. 
But have they tried it? Does the hon. member 
know whether any of them has tried it or not? 
\Vhen I was in the North, not very long ago, I was 
on a large sugar plantation, the manager of which 
I knew took a great interest in the subject to 
which the hon member for Oxley referred. He 
knew perfectly well, as all who have had any­
thing to do with agriculture know, that a great 
deal can qe done by machinery to lessen the cost 
of production. He had carefully studied those 
matters, and was well informed as to all new 
implements that had been introduced. This 
gentleman set apart a plot of considerable 
size, some acres-·I forget the exact number­
in extent, which he pointed out to me as his 
experimental farm. The kanak as were entirely 
kept off it, and it was culti vatecl by means of 
machinery and white labour. He told me at the 
time that he thought the result would be a 
failure. I have not seen him since, but I have 
heard on reliable authority that the result was 
not satisfactory. 'fhat was a gentleman who 
has been a long while connected wiLh the busi­
ness ; a thoroughly practical man, whn went into 
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that experiment because he believed that black 
labour would shortly cease in Queenshmd ; and 
he wished to know how far the use of imple­
ments instead of black labour would be success­
ful. The hon. member for Townsville, in the 
course of his remarks, referred to the low price 
of sugar iR England which had been brought 
about by the large cultivation of beet on the 
Continent ; but he made a mistake in saying 
that the price of beet sugar had not affected 
the price of sugar grown in Australia. 1 
know that that is one of the greatest mistakes 
possible. It has made a difference of no less 
than £5 a ton. It is no use saying that the 
low price of sugar arises from a local cause. It 
is the price in the London market which has 
affected the price at J\fackay. It has affected it 
in this way :-\Vl1ereas the large sugar company 
at Sydney, which has so many mills of its own, 
buys up such a.n immense quantity of sugar 
-which has, in fact, been the buyer of the 
greater part of the produce of the :l\Iackay plan­
tations for a number of years past, since the 
price of sugar has fallen so low in the English 
market-producers elsewhere than l\faclmy, who 
had been in the habit of sending their sugar to 
England, find they can sell it here more profit­
ably; anrl instead of sugar grown in Java and 
other places going to England or the Continent, a 
great <[uantity of it is bought up by the sugar 
company at a very low price ; and they cannot 
afford to give the same price to the Mackay 
planters which the latter h!tve been in the habit 
of receiving. That is how the price of sugar in 
the English market affects the price here, 
and auyone who will take the trouble to read up 
what has been written in the English papers on 
the subject will see that what I have stated is 
correct. It is no use pretending to look upon 
that fall in the English market as merely a tem­
porary fo.ll. It is a permanent one, and the 
best writers on the subject there refer to it as a 
fall which must continue for some years ; the 
reason given being that the large production of 
beet sugar on the Continent had more than 
~upplied the markets which it had been in the 
hab1t of supplying before, and therefore the 
growers could afford to send the surplus to 
England and sell it at a lower price. Not only 
is the production of beet sugar largely increasing 
year by year in Germany &nd France, but, in 
order to give a greater impetus to the industry, 
the Governments are giving a bounty on the 
sugar exported from those countries, and so 
enabling them to compete with the sugar grown 
on the southern side of the world. 'Sugar is also 
produced in largely increasing quantities in 
Egypt and India; and everything goes to show 
that instead of the fall being merely a temporary 
affair, there is every reason to suppose that the 
fall will be a permanent one in the London 
market, and that it will create a permanently 
lower price here. Reference has been made, both 
outside and inside the Chamber; to the fact of Vic­
torian and other southern capitalists investing their 
capital in sugar plantations in q,,eensland, and 
dr<>wing their profits out of the country. Have 
\Ve any great reason to cmnplain of this ? Ha,ve 
they not also done a great deal of goodLy employ­
ing an inunense amount of labour in the colony 
which would not otherwise have been employed? 
Surely we hn.ve no great right to cmnplnin of a.ny 
comparatively small transactions of that nature, 
when we are content to n1ortgage the 'vhole of 
our railways and public works to English 
capitalists, and to give to them not only the net 
returns we get from those railways and public 
works, but in addition to that, many hundreds 
of thous,tnds of pounds out of the pockets 
of the ratepayers to make up the interest we 
have to pay on those loans. \\That i.s the 
rlifferenrP? \\That rlnPs it matter t.o ns 

whether the money we have to pay interest 
for comes from England, or from Victoria and 
New South \Vales; or whether the amount we 
have to pay, and which goes out of the country, 
is received in the shape of profits instead of 
interest on loans? The two arguments do not 
fit in well together. If we are justified in 
sending money out of the country as interest 
on loans, we may, on the same grounds, 
justify the investment of large sums of 
money on the part of private individuals, who 
circulate a vast amount in working the plantations 
and then take the net profits out of the country. 
I have just one word to say with regard to what 
h11.s fallen from the hon. member for Oxley re­
specting the climate of the North. I would 
ask any mall who understands anything about 
vegetable life, if he could go to the North 
and see the luxuriant growth of tropical plants 
there, and say that the climate is not more 
exhs.usting to human nature than it is down 
here. Anyone who knows anything about the 
matter must know that the climate is much 
hotter and much more moist than the climate of 
the southern portion of the colony, and conse­
quently much more difficult for Europeans to 
work in. I do not think I have said many words 
at any time about the introduction of Ger­
mans and foreigners under that BilL I do 
not hole! with a great deal that has been said 
about them on both sides of the House. I have 
employed a good many Germans at different 
times before I came to Queensland, and have 
employed one or two since I came here. I have 
had two in my service for many years, and a 
pair of honester or more faithful workmen could 
not be found anywhere. Not only could I leave 
the work entirely in their hands, when once they 
knew what they had to do, but there was no 
necessity to inspect it after it was done, as 
I was perfectly satisfied that it would be d.)ne 
correctly. As to the other Germans I have 
employed, they were as a rule as good as the 
average of British workmen. I am not going to 
say a. word against Germans as Germans. Taking 
them as a class they are good agriculturists, 
and if placed on land of their own, work very 
hard ; the women working as well as the men. 
No doubt they have done a great deal towards 
settling the country in many places. In Rose­
wood, they have clone a great deal of work. I 
would not say anything against them. But 
I do say that blood is thicker than water, and 
if we are going to introduce immigrants, we 
ought to get them from our own people. 
I do not think there is any objection to German 
labourers being nominated ; but if the taxpayer• 
of the colony are to provide the funds for immi­
gration, the immigrants should be from the 
country to which tbe people of the colony 
belong. I think that for many years to come 
we will be able to get as many immigrants 
as we require from Great Britain. I do nut 
mean to say that we would be able to take the 
place of kanakas. For my own part I look 
upon the proposal to provide labour for the sugar 
plantations with indented Europeans, with mis­
givings. :From what I have seen-and I speak 
as an observer anxious to find out whether 
the proposal will answer, and not as one 
interested- I believe as far as I have been 
able to judge that it will nut answer to work 
plantations in the North with Europeans. The 
planters are not to blame for having tried to 
benefit themselves. I think there are not many 
persons in that House who have cried out 
against them who would not have tried equally 
to benefit themselves whenever they had the 
opportunity. They have no doubt tried to 
do so, and, though not in the same, yet in other 
ways, equally selfish. But I think the country 
owes the planterR so much that the hon. 
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~nernb.:;rs ought to give them every consideration 
m the1r power. I repeat that I will watch 
the proposed .experiment with misgivings, as 
I do not beheve, from what I have seen, 
that there is the slightest chance of its beirw 
successful. It will have the effect of lowering 
:vages . all over the colony. It is perfectly 
1mposs1ble to bring men here who will WOl'k 
for any time at the compal'atively low wages 
planters will give. Planters to whom I have 
spoken on the subject have told me that they 
?ould not. afford to give high wages. Therefore, 
1f we brmg out large numbers of immigrants 
at the expense of the taxpayers, the labouringmen 
who are the taxpayers, will suffer, as soone;. 
or later they will materially lower the price of 
labour all over the colony. Hon. members on 
the other side say such will not be the case, 
but I do not see how they can sm;tain that 
argument, and for the reasons I have given I will 
oppose the Bill. 

Mr. ISAMBERT said in America, at the 
Salt Lake City, certain individuals were found 
who were known by the name of the ''Latter­
day Saints." In the northern part of this 
colony there were found certain individuals­
not the "Latter-day Saints," but the "latter­
day aristocrats"; and \Vhenever a question 
or measure came before that House in 
which their rights, or their supposed rights 
or their arrogate<l privileges, were in th~ 
slightest degree interfered with, the House was 
treated to-was inundated with-an amount of 
special and specious plcnding that was perfectly 
astonishing ; but for the most special and specious 
plea<ling commend them to the hon. member for 
Mackay. It had been his (J\lr. Isambert's) mis­
fortune before in that House, when speakina 
from the other side, to have to refute the asse1:': 
tions of that hon. member that immigration from 
the Continent of Europe was lowering the 
wages of the white man. \Vhen those " latter­
day aristocrats" were taking up the cause 
of the white man he always calculated that 
there was something behind it. No worse 
advocates for the cause could be found in the 
world than the " latter-clay aristocrats." If 
the importation of immigrants from the Con­
tinent or fr01n England lowered \vages, to what 
depths must wages have been lowered in AmeriN<? 
The solution of the problem was to be found 
in the fact that the immigrants, after work­
ing for a year or two for masters, became 
employers themselves, and made room for 
other labourers. The more immigrants they got 
in a new country the more prosperouR that 
country would become. That was proYecl by 
experience-experience which showed the fallacy 
of the arguments used by hon. gentlemen oppo­
site. It was truly bewildering to find out the real 
drift of their argumentR against ilnmigration, and 
to know why those ''latter-day aristocrats" were 
taking up the cause of the working man. \Vhyw,>s 
it that they had such a down on the German 
and the Scandinavian immigrants? For the true 
reason they must go back to between 200 and 
300 years, to the time when Enghnrl '''''" 
dotted over its whole length and breadth 
with those people whom the Liberal party 
considered such desirable people to have in 
the colony-the tillers of the soil, the yeomanry 
of }~ngland. Every true Englishman still referred 
with justifiable pride to that honourable class as 
the backbone of the country ; and there was no 
darker spot in the history of England than the 
means by which that yeomanry was wiped off the 
face of the land, divorced from the soil and made 
strangers in the land of their birth. People 
on the Continent were not allowed to sleep 
like the people in England, but had to fight for 
their liberties, and for that reason they valued 
them more. In consequence of their position, 

Englishmen had lost their traditional love for 
their homes, and had become, as it were, ,Jews, 
traders, traffickers in a nation--

JI.Ir. MOREHEAD : Of shopkeepers_ 
Mr. ISAl\IBEltT : Yes ; they were shop­

keepers, and the hon. gentleman was the agent 
of shopkeepers. The hon. member for Balonne 
and the hon. member for Blackall spoke in 
disparagement of the Gernmn population. He 
had known the hon. member for Blackall for 
many years in Hockhampton; and the leader 
of the Op))('"ition was too good-naturecl, and 
had too keen an appreciation of \Yit and 
sarcasm, to mean what he said. If the hon. 
member could not swagger at anybody else, he 
swaggered at himself. If there was a sarcastic 
remark to be made, his appreciation of wit and 
sarcasm was such that he would rather revile 
himself than let the opportunity pass. 'rhe only 
fault the hon. gentleman was labouring under 
was that he had not got a proper schooling_ 

Mr. 1\IOP..EHEAD: I cannot speak German. 
I admit that at once. 

1\Ir. ISAMBER.T said the hon. gentleman's 
lot was most blessed. He was the leader of the 
party opposite, he had great abilities, and had 
received good schooling when he was young; 
but the \'ery thing that ought to be a 
blessing to him might prove the reverse. Un­
less the untamed -colt were properly con­
trolled it would never become the horse that 
would carry him to fame. Now about that" leetle 
German vote." He would tell the whole mystery 
in a very few words. About two year' ago he 
met the llev. Mr. Griffith in Queen street, who 
said to hitn, ''I have been to Rose wood." ''Yes," 
he replied. The reverend gentleman said, 
"I met a chum of yours who said, 'Ah ! you 
are J\Ir. Griffith.'" "Yes," was the reply. 
" Ah! then you are the father of the man 
that is fighting the battle of the people." 
That explained the whole mystery of the "leetle 
German vote." Several hon. members on both 
sides of the House admitted that the Germans 
were intelligent peovle, and there was no doubt 
that they realised who were the real friends of 
the country. Having grown up in the duty 
of fighting for their country at home, the foun­
dation of their patriotism was bid, and they 
transferred that patriotism to their adopted home_ 
By virtue of thllt transferred patriotism, they 
were ready when called upon to throw every­
thing else aside and lay down their lives for the 
country that offered them shelter and home. It 
illl)Jlanted a great sense of responsibility iu these 
people, and when they came here they knew 
Yery well that if they gave a wrong vote they or 
their Ghilclren would have to wipe out that wrong 
with their blood. They realised that, perhaps, more 
than people who, by long occupation in traffick­
ing-buying in the cheapest market, and sell­
ing in the dearest-had lost that sense of duty. 
The true keytothe'animosity against the German 
immigrants was to be found in that aristocratic 
spirit that hac! wiper! away from England the 
yeomanry of small landed proprietors, which in 
}<'ranee had lJrovecl the salvation of the country 
in the time of its grea.test disaster. A man 
was to a great extent the result of his education; 
and the ag-ricultural population owning their 
own littlA homes was not the creation of :t day. 
It took the perpetration of the darkest social 
crime to wipe it out from England, and before 
it could be re-established England would have 
to undergo a tremendous struggle, which would 
shake it to its verv foundation. The violation 
of thnt principle h'ad caused the revolution in 
France. The people were there clivorced, as the 
people of Eng-land were now divorced, from 
the soil, and in order to get their own again 
they had to go through a revolution, and he very 
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much doubted whether England would be let off 
so easily for the sins she had perpetrated against 
herself. In Germany, they had these people yet. 
The love for home had been born and bred in 
them, and when they came here they transferred 
it to their adopted country. Just as good agri­
cultural settlers as were to he found in Germany 
and the neighbouring countries to-day, were 
formerly in England, and were there still, but 
not in such numbers. It was the inherent ab­
horrence of these'' latter-day aristocrats" towards 
the free tillers of the soil that was the true expla­
nation of their n.bhorrence of Gern1an im1nigrants. 
If the same class of English immigrants came out 
they would be just as much disliked. They en­
couraged the introduction of :English immigrants, 
who had never been tillers of the soil. Then 
they said, "They are not fit for sugar culti­
vation; we shall have coolies." That was the 
burden of the whole song, "Give us coolies, 
we do not want free labour." vVhat the sugar­
planters were afraid of was, not that the 
sugar industry would go dnwn, hut that 
it would arise on a new and a surer basis, built 
up by the free labour of the tiller of his 
own property. They all knew that speculative 
agriculture on a large scale, such as these "latter­
day aristocrats" were so fond of, could not be 
prosecuted except by slave labour or semi-slave 
labour, and this was the reason they so much 
opposed this Bill. The sugar industry had cer­
tainly been in a flourishiug state during the last 
few years, but its prosperity was not resting 
on a sure foundation ; and now that it 
was going through its trial it woald not fall 
to the ground if it could be carried on profit­
ably, but would rise on a surer foundation. He 
hoped hon. members on both sides of the 
House, but particularly on the Opposition side, 
would avail themselves of the opportunity of 
going the following day to the Rose wood Show, 
where they might witness with their own eyes 
the results which agriculturists, working on 
their own small holdings, could achieve. Hon. 
members were welcome to go up and see whttt 
these men could do in their own small way, 
and perhaps, by-and-by several of them would 
go up north, and see what those hon. members 
could do in their big way. 

Mr. HA~1ILTON said it ttppeared to him-­

The SPEAKER: The hon. member, having 
moved the adjournment of the debate, is pre­
cluded from speaking on the originnl motion. 

Mr. vVHITE said he "failed to see what good 
would result from the discussion of the wages 
that new-chums ought to have. They would 
very soon find their level. The hon. leader of 
the Opposition objected to immigration from 
Germany until the surplus population of .England 
and Ireland were cleared out from there and 
brought here. It was not above a week or two 
since he (Mr. \Vhite) went down to the dep6t to 
look for a labourer. About thirty young fellows 
gathered around hiln, a,nd if thev Wt're an average 
sample of what they were gettii1g regularly from 
England and Ireland, the conclusion that he came 
to was that if they were worth 10s. a week a pro­
miscuous selection from the German immigrants 
would be worth 15s. a week. The best labourer 
he had had in Queensland came from Germany ; 
he worked six months for 10s. a week ; after­
wards he (Mr. \Vhite) had to pay him 9s. a day 
for a short spell ; and when he was nine months 
in the country he took up a farm of eighty acres. 
The farm was let now for some £30 or £40 a 
year, and the man was in business in Brisbane 
at the present time. German settlers were not 
to be despised. They were amongst the best 
agricultural classes that were coming to the 
colony ; and if they could not get a better class 

from England or Ireland than was coming now 
they had better apply to Germany. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL said he felt rather ner­
vous in rising for the first time in the House, and 
he should not have risen then had it not been for 
the turn the de bate had taken. Before speaking 
he conceived it his duty to ask the indulgence of 
the House for any inaccuracies or want of 
attention to the forms of the House. He was 
delighted when the hon. Premier rose and made 
tha,t :tble speech ; but it occurred to him that 
he did not go far enough. He expected a 
better solution of the difficulty which sur­
rounded the Labour question ; but it was 
possible that it might be one of those matters 
that he did not quite understand. He dirl not 
understand the hon. gentleman's party lines, 
and it might possibly be owing to one of these 
that he did not explain himself more thoroughly 
upon the question. He took it that the object 
of the Bill would be, so far as German immi­
gration was concerned, to lay on ships direct 
frmn Gern1any to the colony, in.;;;tead of goiug 
the roundabout way in which they had hitherto 
been brou~ht out, •·h<England; which would be a 
benefit tr~ the colony. The German question 
had been pretty well tmshed out, but he felt 
that it was his duty to say something upon it. 
He was pained to hear that venerable far-seeing 
politician, the hon. member for Blackall, speak 
in the disparaging terms of those people that he 
did. He stigmatised them as the lowest in the 
social scale amongst the civilised races of the 
world. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : He said nothing of the 
sort. In the absence of the hon. member for 
Blackall--

'l'he PREMIER : The hon. member is out of 
order. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL said that was the interpre· 
tation he put upon it, and he did not think any­
one else could put any other. Those might not 
have been the exact words of the hon. gentle­
man. He had had considerable experience 
amongst Germans for something like thirty 
years, and claimed for them that they 
were an industrious and law-abiding class. 
They did not find those people around Public 
\Vorks offices seeking to push themselves into 
the Government employment ; nor did they 
find them hanging on to the coat-tails of their 
members to use their influence to get them some­
thing to do; or buttonholing anyone who might 
have influence. They went forth and subdued the 
inferior lands whinh other people had rejected, 
and brought them into utility and benefit to 
themselves and the State. There was one little 
matter in the speech of the hon. member for 
Mackaywhich he would refer to. He complained 
of the present Government bringing the present 
stagnation upon the sugar industry, and of passing 
the law that prevented kanakas coming into the 
conntry. He took it that the Government 
framed n(J htws to prevent them coming- in ; they 
simply pnt in force the b.w that wa-R _in existence. 
If the pr8\·ious Government had wmked at the 
actions of the traders and their agents, he corn­
mended this Government for taking notice of 
them, and bringing them to book. He exceed­
ingly regretted what he had had to say with 
reference to the hnn. member for Blackall. He 
had always looked upon him as almost without 
exception the leading politician in the House. 
It must have been a mistake that the hnn. 
gentleman had made. There was another matter 
he would mention. The Germans had been 
spoken of very harshly in refere_nce to the 
manner in which they voted. He m1ght tell the 
hon. leader of the Opposition that if they had 
opposed him at election times he was the 
cause of it. It was the manner in which 
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he had spoken of them as a people which had 
caused them to club together and vote against 
the party he represented. 

Mr. HORWITZ said he would not detain the 
House very long. He could not claim that he 
had any German vote at all in \V arwick · he 
represented English, Scotch, and Irish, 'and 
!rusted to be. able to speak on belmlf of all. If 
It was advisable to have immigrants from 
Germany, he should be only too glad to see them 
corr:e .out and make good colonists ; but if a 
ma~onty of the Houcle cnmiderecl it was not 
d.esiral;l" to have them, he would not say a word 
ei~her m favour of or against it. That was all he 
WJShed to say. 

Mr. FEllG lTSO~ saicl the discussion had alto­
gether drifted away from the question before the 
House. They ha<l only a short Bill, which was 
an a1ne1Hhnent upon the Innnigration Bill of 
1882. He remem!Jered well the discussion which 
took place a.t that time on the very question they 
;vere ":mendmg now, and he took a prominent part 
1n try1ng to reduce the cost of procuring labour 
from J~ngland. It was first propoc;ed that the 
amount should be £:l, and there were some in 
favour of making it £1. The matter was even­
tually compromised, and made JO::l. He was one 
~vho wanted it to be made £1, am! therefore he 
mtended to support the Bill, and did not think 
that any member of the Houc;e would oppose it. 
He had no doubt the speech of the Premier 
that mght would do a great dmtl of harm, and 
~vould h;ve a great effect upon the sugar industry 
m ~he North. He was quite satisfied the reso­
lutiOn pm posed by the hon. gentleman would not 
carry out what it was intemlt,d to do. It would 
certainly fail so far as the su .,·ar industry was 
concerned. The introduction (~f a L.-tr(ro nu1n1Jer 
of Europe-an bboureLc into the cclnn)~ at a low 
rate of wages, \Hn~ld undoubtedly affect the 
wages of the \Vorlnng n1en at prt'~eTlt in the 
colony. If it was the intc'ntion of the 
G-overn1nent to iutroducc a cla:-;s of iln~ 
migrants. ~o carry on the ~ngnr iudustry 
on a dllrerer!t system. to the present, it 
would .be a different tlnng· altogether. lf he 
would mtroduce a chss to settle upon nnd culti­
vate smaller areas, it would have quite another 
effect; but he was <juite satisfied the present 
proposal would not. answer for the sugar industry 
as at present earned on. If it would ha,-e the 
~ffect of settling a large population on the bnd 
m small areas it would be of far more benefit to 
t!w colony than the pre,ent system. He be­
heved that they should have a system of small 
ho~ders of land, with a central mill. C:tpi­
tahsts. wou)d then have an opportunity to in­
vest m m1lls. They ,honlrl have a number 
of smal~ holders to cultivate the land, and 
sell thmr cane ; or get the mill-ownerq to 
crush the cane ; or buy it accordin~ to density 
as they did at Bunrlaberg at the l;~·esent time: 
He c:mld not see why they could not get on as 
well m that way as the small farmers in the 
So~th, where capitalists erected mills and ground 
their. wheat or bought it from them. It might 
reqmre somewhat larger capit>tl in the far Xorth · 
but in the central district where he lived himself 
he might say he held some land in connection 
with others, which was caprtble of <rrowina suua.r 
and it was their intention to erect a mili tb~re' 
and let out the l.a?d in small areas, at a very 
small rent to families ':'ho would settle upon it; 
and then. they would either purchase their cane 
or crush It for them. If that was carried out, 
he believed it wo.uld be of ~enefit to the colony. 
He could not s1t down without referrin~ to a 
remark made by the junior member for North 
Br_isbane, when he told the House that they had 
neither money nor brains in the North. The 
North had been a very good milch cow to the 

South up the present time. It was very un­
becoming for any hon. member to make use of 
such an expression, and he could only come to 
the conch~Kion that any man who could use such 
an expression must have lost his brains him•elf. 
He woul'l support the second reading of thtl 
Dill. 

Mr. HAMILTO~ said that if the House 
would allow him he would withdraw his motion 
for the adjournment of the debate. 

The SPEAKER : The hon. member may 
withdraw his motion, if t,he House consents to 
hif::l doing so. 

The PRKMIER: Before the motion is with­
drawn I ta,ke the opportunity of saying a few 
words, as I believe it is expected I should do, by 
way of reply to some of. the speeches made, and 
as I have been asked either to reply to the 
argtnnents n:-md or to give further infortna.M 
tion. I refer particularly to the hon. member for 
Townsville, Mr. J\facrossan. Before adverting to 
his speech, I wish to ex press my surprise at the 
turn the debate has taken. In moving the 
second reading of the Dill, I explained the pro­
visions of it and showed the necessity for a 
change in the present law; particularly in this 
respect, that under the existing law there is no 
provision for bringing out the wives and families 
of indented labou~ers. The only labourers who 
can be brought out in that way, under the 
present law, are bachelors. That, I pointed out 
as a necessity for amending the existing law. 
I also pointed out the use which it is 
intended should be taken of the provisions 
of the existing Act, as it is proposed to be 
amended by the Government, for the purpose 
of supplying agricultural labour in the colony, 
which is now very deficient. I also pointed out 
that at the present time it is very difficult 
to get agricultural labourers from England, 
and that it has been found almost impossible 
to get a sufficient supply. I said all this 
before, but a great many of the speeches which 
have been made since, h:n e been complaints of 
want of information on these points. If hon. 
gentlemen had paid me the compliment of listening 
when I was speaking first they would have heard 
all these things and the reasons for the course 
which the Government now propose to take. 
Son1e hon. gentlemen, in speaking, insist upon 
putting words into my month which I never 
uttered, and which they must have known I 
never uttered nor thought. One of the great 
arguments used was, that the Bill was a scheme 
for bringing out lo\V-\vaged foreigners, or lowM 
waged l~ennans. That has been said fre· 
quently to-night. Let every man in this colony 
know tho'e are the words of hon. members 
oppo,ite. They are not the words of the 
members of the Government, nor do they indicate 
the thoughts of the members of the Government. 
This scheme of putting words into your oppo­
nei~ts' mouths which they h.i've not uttered is one 
whwh does not long last of any use. It is a very 
broken ree,] to lean upon, and a reed which, 
when it splits, if it hurts anybody, it is the hand 
that holds it. 

:\fr. STEVEKSOK: It is this Bill. 
'l'he PRE::\IIER: The hon. member says it 

is this Bill. Sir, the hon. member seems incapable 
nf understanding anything that comes from the 
present Government, whether it comes from his 
particular friend, the :Minister for Lands, or from 
any other member of the Government. Another 
question which has been asked is, how it is pro­
posed that these men shall be engaged and 
brought out to the colony ? I pointed out in 
my speech in the second reading how the Govern­
ment propose this should be done. They propose 
to appoint agents, who V{ill supervise and select 
the men to be engaged, and see that they 
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are fit men for the Government to pay their 
passages, because they should not pay the 
passages of unfit men. As to the mode of 
engagement, that is provided for in detail in 
the two clauses of the principal Act, which I 
read, and which provide for the agree­
ment to be made in the presence of the 
agent of the Government, and to be entered 
into between the intending labourer and the 
agent, in Europe, of the intending employer. 
I pointed all that out on the second reading 
of the Bill. As to the arrangements made 
for bringing them to the colony, I did not explain 
that, because it is at present unsettled. There 
are at present negotiations penrling for the 
establishment of a line of German steamships­
! am now answering the f!UPstion so far as it 
relates to the Continent-trading to Australia. 
There eau be no JlD.s~ible objection to imtnigrants 
being brought out by them if that line of steam. 
ships is established, only in t hCtt case we should 
not pay the passage money until they arrived in 
Queensland. If that is not done, arrang·ements 
will have to be made for bringing them direct 
from the Continent here. Those are the 
principal questions asked during the course of the 
debate, and upon which hrm. members stated 
they wanted explanation. Of course it is the 
intention of the Government to give further 
information Ctbout the administration of the 
scheme, when proposing the necessary vote in 
the Estimates, without which it cannot 'be carried 
into operation. The hon. member for Towns­
villa ad verted to a remark made by my hon. 
colleague, Mr. Brookes, as to the North having 
neither money nor brains. IY ell, I confess I do 
not unclerst:.nd what my hon. friend meant. 
I understood, certainly, that he was spealdng 
in parables, as he himself interjected, " lVIr. 
Speaker, you will understand what I moan, and 
it is no use affecting to misunderstand it." 
I do not myself understand quite what he did 
mean. If he meant that there was neither money 
nor brains in the Xorth he could not have been 
in earnest, becanse everyone who has visited the 
North, as he has, knows that there is a great 
amount of mCtterial wealth there and also wme 
remarkably shrewd men. The hon. member for 
Townsvil!e said that by thi• Bill the Gm·ermnent 
were giving another blow to the sugar industry; 
at least, that is as far as I could understand him­
as far as I could ca,tch the words he used. \Yhat 
he meant by that statement I have not the 
vaguest idea. How the Government, by pro­
pos\ng.to assist the planter in introducing labour, 
IS amung a blow at the sugar indw;try, I confess I 
do not understand; I cannot even conjecture 
what the meaning is. I requested, on the second 
reading, that hon. members would say exactly 
what they did mean. How can the Govern­
ment, by assisting any class to get labour, be 
aiming a blow at them? \Vhat do they 
want? Do they want labour, or do they 
not want it? I do not know whether 
they want it or not. The hon. gentleman 
went on to s:ty that capital was excluded 
from coming to the North in consequence 
of the uncertainty of the labour market and of 
the action of the present Government. ·what 
is the action of the present Government he 
refers to? That is what I want to know, and 
I only wish the hon. gentleman would tell us 
what he means. ·what is the action of the 
present Government that is causing this severe 
blow to the labour trade? \Vhat is this severe 
blow ? I want to know. Is it this-that the 
Government have not proposed to import 
labour from India? If it is so, why do not 
hon, members say so? It would be plainer, 
more definite, and we should have an 
idea what they 'meant. The Government 
have declined to take any such steps ; and 

any other Government in the present Parlia­
ment would have to do precisely the same thing, 
because this Parliament will not allow the intro· 
duction of labour from India. If that is the 
blow that is meant, it was dealt by the elec­
tors at the late general election : let that be 
distinctly understood. I thought I had made 
it clear in moving the second reading that this 
Bill is an attempt to give a definite expression 
to the will of the people D,s indicated at 
the general election ; and as such the hon. 
member for Mackay accepted it. If that is 
not the blow, what is? \Vhat else have the 
Government done? I wish some hon. members 
would tell us. Do they mean to say that a 
blow was struck at the sugar industry by pre­
venting kidnapping in the South Seas ? Is 
that the blow, I should like to know? I should 
like to hear some hon. member get up and tell 
us tpat the blow to the industry was the pre­
vention of kidnapping, if any hon. member 
is rash enough to make such a statement. 
The accusation I am referring to must mean 
one of those two things, otherwise it has 
no foundation. Is it that the Govern­
ment have held their hands with respect 
to coolies, and have not held their hands 
with respect to kidnapping in the South 
Seas? Let us know exactly what we are talking 
about. I endeavoured tq put the matter as 
clearly as I could this evening. Now we want to 
know what we are doing. Then we were told by 
the hon. member for Townsville that the Gov­
ernment, by their Land Bill, were taking away 
one of the best inducements to men to settle on 
the land-that the present inducements were to 
be withdrawn. I am not going to discuss the 
Land Bill now, but I assert this : that the 
inducements to settle held out by that Bill 
are infinitely greater than in any other 
Bill that was ever introduced into the 
Parliament of this colony-infinitely greater­
homestead clauses included. And, referring to 
these homestead clauses as an inducement to 
immigration, I should be glad to hear him say 
how many have settled on the land under those 
clauses within three years, after their service in 
the colony. I only desired, when I rose, to 
take the opportunity of answering some of the 
statements that have been made before the Bill 
is read a second time. 

Motion for adjournment withdrawn. 
Mr. HAMILTON rose to speak. 
The PREMIER: The hon. member has spoken. 
The SPEAKER : The House having given 

the hon. member permission to withdraw his 
motion for the adjournment of the debate, the 
hon. member can now speak on the question. 
On the 31st July, 1873, a precisely similar 
course was taken in the House of Commons 
before Mr. Speaker Brand, as is now taken. 
An hon. member was allowed to withdraw 
a motion for the adjournment of a debate, 
and the hon. member was then allowed to speak 
on the main question. 

Mr. HAMILTON said it appeared to him 
that the Bill was intended to have the effect of 
lowering wages and swamping the vote of the 
British·born electors. At the last general election 
it was painfully demonstrated how this was done. 
At Maryborough, although the late Speaker had a 
very large majority of British-born electors, the 
Germans said they would not have him, and con­
sequently he was rejected. In the \Vide Bay 
district, too, the German vote had the effect of 
nullifying the vote of the majority of the British· 
born electors, and throughout the colony the 
German vote had been manipulated for that 
purpose. It was useless to deny that fact; and the 
measure before the House was intended to increase 
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that vote by introducing thousands of Germans. It 
was perfectly ludicrous to see the manner in which 
the Germans were "buttered" and " plastered" ; 
whenever the name was mentioned in the House 
half-a-dozen hon. members on the Government 
benches would spring up and bespatter them with 
all kinds of praises. It was pitiful to see them 
seeking to put men of an alien race in front of 
them as they were continually doing. He believed 
that the Premier recognised that the planters, in 
order to compete with planters in other parts of 
the world, must produce sugar at as low a rate, 
because a.t preR~_,nt more sngar wn.s gro,vn here 
than was required for consumption in the colony; 
and that it was impossible to compete with 
other planters, who had the use of black labour, 
unless cheap labour could be got here, whether 
black or white. He could not pass over the strtte­
ment made bv the hon. member for Toowoomba, 
in accusing Bir Thomas l'iici!wraith of inQon­
sistency, in voting against the poll-tax which 
was proposed by Mr. 0':'-lullivan. Sir Thmnas 
Jl.fci!wraith, many years before that time, ancl 
before a large number of kanakas came into the 
colony, stated that it would be only fair 
to the sugar-planters to let them know 
what kind of labour they were to have. 
As it was a moot point whether it was desir­
able to introduce black labour or not, before that 
industry was on a firm basis, he advised the 
exclusion of the kanaka. That was not agreed 
to by the Government of the day. Several 
years subsequently, when the sugar industry 
had a solid footing in the country, and when 
the sugar-planters were induced to believe 
that they would have black labour, it was pro­
posed by Mr. O'Sullivan to put a poll-tax 
upon kanakas. Sir Thomas Mci!wraith voted 
against that, and the present Premier voted for 
it. See the inconsistency. Two years after, 
when the present Premier was in power, he 
(Mr. Hamilton) proposed, in the very same 
words used by Mr. O'Sullivan, that the poll­
tax should be put upon kanakas. Then the 
present leader of the Government voted against 
it. When he was in opposition, and knew he 
could not carry the poll-tax, he voted for it, in 
order to convey the impression that he wn,s 
agaimt black labour, but when he knew that his 
vote in favour of that tax would carry it two 
years later, he voted against it, and stated that 
"the prohibition of the introduction of black 
labour should be concurrent with the intro­
duction of some other scheme to take its place." 
This was the scheme-to bring in Germans and 
Scandinavian labourers to take the place of 
kanakas. What would be the result of this 
measure? They knew very well that cheap con­
tinental labour could be got for 5s. or Gs. a week, 
and it was not likely that planters-if they 
could get such labour at that rate-would pay 
more. The consequence wm1ld be that if they 
took advantage of this Bill, they would have 
thousands of Germans and Scandinavians 
coming into the country. They would be 
engaged at 5s. or Gs. a week. At present, 
miners were paid 50s. to 60s., and under these 
circumstances was it reasonable to suppose that 
those men would remain at work when their 
fellow-labourers were earning ten times as much 
as themselves. No agreement could possibly 
keep then to their work, and as ~tn hon. 
member on the other side had said, all the 
gaols in the country could not hold those 
Germans if they refused to stand by their 
agreements. \Vhat that hon. gentleman said 
was perfectly correct. Those indented labourers 
would, as a matter of course, break their agree· 
ments, and would come to the mines of the colony. 
The consequence would be that wages would 
be lowered in every industry in Queensland. He 
did not object to introducing our own country-

men, but the idea of introducing a foreign race, 
and taxing the working men of the colony to 
introduce them to compete with themselves, 
was most suicidal. 'fhe junior member for North 
Brisbane, in speaking of the North, expressed 
certain views upon that portion of the colony, 
which appeared to be held by the majority of 
members on the other side. 

HoxouRABLE lYIE>TBEHS on the Government 
side: No, no! 

Mr. HAMILTON said the· hon. member's 
remark was that there was neither money or · 
brains in the North. He should not retaliate by 
saying that any person who made use of such an 
expression would be deficient of brains ; and as 
he did not believe the hon. gentleman would 
make a statement which he considered untrue, 
he could only attribute that statement to want 
of that information which m·ery member in the 
House should possess of that very important 
portion of the colony. He should simply can-

t fute that statement hy comparing one or two 
goldfields in the X orth with one of the 
princirml districts in Southern Queellsln,nd­
that district which the people of Bris­
bane considered was turning out such a 
fabulous amount of gold-he referred to Gym­
pie. Charters Towers was discovered many 
years after Gym pie, and had turned out 13fi,OOO 
ozs. more gold ; and the Palmer, which was dis­
covered seven years after Gympie, had turned 
out 33,700 ozs. more gold. The leader of the 
Government had intimated that agents for 
Europe were going to be appointed. He had 
already sent an immigration agent to England, 
but not to Scotland. The gentleman who held 
that position had been given his conge. No 
doubt the experience the Premier had had of Sir 
Thomas Mci!wraith as leader of the Opposition 
had led him to think that there were enough 
Scotchmen in the colony already. He (Mr. 
Hamilton) considered Germans neither better or 
worse than anyone else ; but he considered 
that they should ~ive their own country­
men the first show. He had been told 
by mechanics in Brisbane, that, in Man­
chester and Birmir.gham, foreigners came 
over from the Continent and lowered the 
rates of wages. They would not join in 
any of the trades unions with the Britishers ; 
they were, no doubt, justified in getting work 
if they could. The member for Rosewood had 
made a very pathetic speech, and he imagined 
it must have been prep>Lred and committed to 
memory. It was characterised by a remarkable 
absence of argument and common sense. He 
actually charged the English people with being 
tmitors to the land of their birth. vV ell, if any 
man was worthy of that term, the member for 
Rosewuocl was. When Sir Thomas Mcilwraith 
annexed New Guinea, there was not one dis­
sentient voice, and all lJOliticians agreed as to 
the desirableness of annexing it, although they 
might not have agreed as to the mode of doing 
it. The only member who objected was the 
hon. member for Roscwood, and he wrote 
a long letter to the 'l'elem·aph, protesting 
against it. The arguments used by the 
hon. member for Rosewood were the very 
strongest arguments against the introduction of 
European immigraRts. So long as they could 
get their own countrymen, those were the immi­
grants to introduce ; and that they could get 
them was proved by the fact th>et the present 
Government had stopped immigration from 
Great Britain as soon as they came into office. 
The member for Rosewood, referring to the hon. 
members for Blackall and Balonne, said those 
gentlemen had done very great harm by their 
disparaging remarks. \V ell, a man who insisted 
upon losing sight of the political side of a ques­
tion, and who was simply guided by his own likes 
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and dislikes, was a very dangerous element in the 
community. Therefore, the hon. member for 
H.osewood, in giving that as a, reason \vhy the 
Hermans voted against the party, gave a reason 
why they should not be allowed to exercise the 
franchise. 

Mr. BUOOKES said his remarks would par­
take somewhat of the n:1ture of a personal 
exulanation. A remark which he had made in 
the heat of talking appeared to have been mis­
understood. Tlmt remark w:1s, that the North 
had neither money nor brains. In .Tmmary last 
ymtr, he tru,vellell up north with the Attorney­
f~eneru.l, ttnrl ha.d an opportunity of seeing all 
the prineipal towns, and he •lesired to acknow· 
le<lge the kimlness and hospitality with which 
they both were received. He desired also to 
speak uf the intelli~ence and wealth he saw 
everywhere; w that clearly, prim,! f<u:ie, he 
could not say that the X orth lutd neither money 
nor brains. 

Mr. MORE HEAD : But you did say it. 
Mr. BROOKES said he would expbin what 

he meant. The hon. member for ::Ylackay used 
the term "the North," and he (!Ylr. Brookes) 
used it in exactly the same sense that that hon. 
member used it in, and in no other sense. 

Mr. ARCHER: Is this a personal explana­
tion, or a speech ? 

'l'he SPEAKER: The hon. member is en­
titled to speak on the main question. 

Mr. BROOKES said he was not aware that 
the hon. member (Mr. Black) was the member 
for the X orth ; he was the member for 
l\lackay, and i\Iackay was merely a con­
temptible village in the North ; and when the 
hon. member said the North would do this, and 
the North would do that, and the North would 
insist on separation if such and such things were 
not clone, what did he mean ? Although the 
hon. member used the term "the North," and 
had let him (i\Ir. Brookes) into thttt trouble, 
he only meant the sugar-planters. And who 
were the sugar-planters? A mere handful of 
people, always 1naking n, c1mnour, and trying to 
persuade the worlrl that Queensland would come 
to a standstill unless they had everything they 
wanted. He (Mr. Brookes) did not wish to be 
mi"understood by the House or by the country. 
\Vhen he said the North had neither money nor 
brains, he used the term in the sense in which it 
was always used by tho hon. member for JHackay­
so far as it applied to the sugar-planters; and he 
thought he was. able to say that if the sugar­
planters were represented there by the hon. 
member for J\fackty, and if that hon member 
properly represented their ambitions, objects, 
aims, and present condition, he might repeat 
the remark-that they had neither money nor 
brains. 

Mr. DONALDSON said that since he had had 
the honour of a seat in the House he had re­
frained from addressing the Speaker, for the 
simple reason that the speeches of the leaders on 
each side generally disposed of all 'luestions that 
were brought forward. On the present occa8ion 
he would depart from his usual rule, on accou11t 
of specinl prominence having been given to the 
German question. He had had experience of 
German settlers in two colonies-had lived in 
districts where they were very plentiful-and felt 
bound to say that they made good colonists ; as 
agriculturists they took the lead, aNd made good 
livings and good homes in circumstances where, 
he was sorry to say, our own countrymen could 
not compete with them. He had always had a 
great respect for the Germans, and believed 
they were a class of colonists who should be en­
couraged by every means to settle in the country, 
and in time they would become gradually iden· 

tified with the predominant race, and he no 
Ion "er Germans but Australians. While he 
sho~tld like to see Germans 'ettling in the colony, 
he must say there was a great deal of force in 
what hon. members on th~t side had said-that 
they ought not to be settled in the country to ~he 
exchtsion of our own people. He agreed w1th 
those bon. me m hers so far, that they should first 
of all exlumst their native country. The pgople 
of Great Britain should be given the first oppor­
tunity nf coming to the colony, if t\Iey could 
supply the ch"s of labour that wasreqmred; but, 
failing them, by all means introduce a people 
·who they kne\\; would. 1nake goud colonists, and 
extend to them a cordhtl welcome. A good deal 
had been said about the "little Uerman vote," 
as it was called. There were probably many 
reasons which had led to that vote being club beLl 
to give a majority to the other side, and pro­
lmbly on a11uther oeeasion it might shift to the 
side now in opposition. If it was an evil it 
would work its own cure. \Vherever what was 
known as an Irish vote was given in the other 
colonies, there was always a combination 
formed to put the party down at the next 
election ; and the same thing might occur in 
Queensland. He was sorry that so much 
prominence had been given to that view of the 
question, and he trusted that in future they 
would hear no more about it. 

Mr. MORl<~HEAD said that, while agreeing 
to a great extent with what had fallen from thehon. 
member (Mr. Donaldson), he had made a political 
error in not giving consideration to the exi~tence 
of the German vote as a fixed political factor. 
Such a fixed and unreasoning political factor was 
a danger to the State. Years ago he had warned 
the House as to what would be the result of the 
German vote. A large number of the Germans 
were highly intelligent men. Another large 
number of them, while educated in their own 
language, were unacquainted with the English 
language, and were naturally led by the repre­
sentations of the interpreting medium, who was 
necessarily a German. \Vith regard to the 
remarks of the junior member for North Brisbane, 
his explanation was rather an extraordinary one. 
He said he would apologise and withdraw the 
words he had made use of in reference to the 
people of the Korth having no money, and that 
the words had fallen from him in the heat of 
debate, •wd he regretted it, because he had been 
very well entertained in the N ort)1. He (Mr. 
J\Inrehead) mnst say that he did not think they 
could have had much brains when they enter­
tained the hon. member. \Vith regard to the 
speech of the hon. member for Rosewood, he 
must admit that the music was very good though 
he did not understand the words ; the tune 
was very nice, but the words were to a 
certain extent inaudible or incomprehensible. 
That hon. gentleman had said, in reply to 
some statements he had made, that the English 
were a na,tion of shopkeeper~. A greater 1nan 
even than the hon. member for Rosewood had 
said that, but he was not a German-he was a 
gentlemnn who had taught the Germans a very 
good lesson, a lesson which, perhaps, they needed 
at a later period of their history. K ow the hon. 
member, purporting as a member of that House 
to be an Englishman, took upon himself to insult 
the English race. He had seen the hon. gentle· 
man in very bad company-at least what, in his 
(::Ylr. Moreheacl) lights, was bad company-in ~he 
company of a gentleman who had once occu1ned 
the position of Speaker in that House. He was 
perfectly certain that if the hon. gentleman took 
the advice of his friend he would put his foot in 
it, and he had done so; and probably that was 
the intention of the gentleman who gave him the 
advice. There was a matter he (Mr. Morehead) 
had to deal with, and he was sorry he had to 
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allude to it, because it was a blot on the maiden 
speech of the hon. member for Aubigny. That 
hon. gentleman, while expressing the greatest 
respect and admiration for the h,m. member for 
Blackall, proceeded to misquote a statement his 
hon. friend had made. He (CYir. Morehead) took 
~t upon himself to contradict the hon. gentleman 
m strong terms; stronger, he fancied, than the 
rules of the House admitted. :For htwing 
spoken so strongly he must express his regret; 
but, at the K:tme time, he thought the hon. 
Inernher for .. /~_uLigny, e'-;peciaJiy a,s he was a 
young member, should be careful not to attack a 
gentleman like the hon. member for Blackall, 
who was a much older member than he, and had 
held a high position in that House. The 
Premier, in replying to remarks made from that 
side of the House, said it was not the intention 
of that measure to introduce chettp labour for 
the plantations in the N nrth. If the Eill meant 
anything at all, it purported to give relief to 
the depressed sugar industry- to substitute 
for coloured labourers cheap Europeans. It 
was brought in in accordance with promises 
given by the hon. gentleman in his election 
speeches, and in accordance with a promise in 
the Speech from the Thrnne, and now he told 
them that it was not the intention of the Govern­
ment to indent labour at a low rate of wages. 
If the Bill did not mean that what did it mean! 
The hon. gentleman seemed to be blown about 
by every breeze. The hon. member for Rose­
wood went hack to the year liiOO~he (Mr. 
J\:[orehead) thought his dates were wrong­
and said the Y''"'manry of .England was then 
swept off the face of the country. He (:\Ir. 
l\Iorehead) denied that tlmt statement was 
correct, historically or otherwise. He >eh;o 
said that since then Englishmen and Germans 
were very anxious to come out here to get 
what they could not get in their own country­
namely, freeholds. At the same time the hem. 
g>Jntleman sat behind a Minister who said they 
should not own the soil until they had been 
twehe years on it. The hon. gentleman had 
no idea whatever of the purport of this Bill, 
which ran side by side with the Land Bill. He 
(Mr. Morehead) thought the Premier ho.d landed 
himself on the horns of a very considerable 
dilemma. He had told them, in his election 
speeches and in the Governor's speech, that the 
sugar question was to be settled by providing 
European laoour, and when he found that did 
not suit he took the opportunity-·-in speakino- on 
the adjournment of the House, after he had

0
felt 

the pulse of the House-to say that that was not 
what he meant at all. 

The PREMIER : I never said so. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said they were used to the 
changes made by the hon. gentleman. They 
knew that one day he blew hot and another cold. 
\Vith regard to the German question the hon. 
gentleman had tried to make political capihl 
out of that. He (.:\Ir. l\Iorehead) neither with­
drew nor retracted nor qualified any one expres­
sion that he had made use of in reference to 
German immigration. He haci asserted from the 
time he first spoke on the question till now, that 
he would allow Germans to come here at their 
own expen8e under existing regulations, w hi eh 
were very fair, and he should be very happy to 
see them in the colony, but he objected to any 
preference being given them over British people. 
'fhey were told that a line of steamers was to be 
laid on direct, and that it would be of great 
advantage in bringing out German~:;. 

The PRE1IIEH : I said negotiationH were 
going on. I saw by the papers. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : Did the hon. gentleman 
mean to ;;ay he knew nothing beyond that ? 

The PREMIER: No. I know it is a fact; 
but I am not a party to the negotiations. 

1\Ir. MOREHEAD: The hon. gentleman 
must know something beyond what appeared in 
the papers. He admitted that he knew for a 
fact that the line of steamers was to be laid 
on. 

The PREMIER : I did not say they would 
be laid on. 

Mr. l\JORI£HEAD said the hon. gentleman 
·need not rtuiblJle; he knew that it was so. 

The PRE:\IIER: I hope they will be laid on 
Mr. MOREHEAD said he was perfectly 

satisfied with the expression of that hope. The 
Premier hoped he would be able to bring into the 
country an alien mce, when he could without 
trouble fill twice as many immigrant ships as came ' 
to the colony, with their own flesh and blood. 
As one hon, member said, they need not go back 
1,500 or l,tiOO years on the question. They had 
the same blood running in their veins which was 
in the people of England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
and they should bring them to the colony first. 
Afterwards they might bring uut immigrants 
from Germany, Italy, :Malta, France, ltussia, or 
Turkey, if they liked. 

The l\IINISTEit FOR WORKS: We do not 
want them! 

Mr. l\IOHEHEAD said the hon. gentleman's 
fm·te seemed to lie in objecting to everything. 
He seemccl to imagine that his roughness of 
speech and absolute insolence would pass muster 
for honesty ; but there might be an end to 
all that some day. He maintained that the 
Bill was primarily brought in with no other 
intention than that of relieving the great 
depression existing in ihe sugar industry ; 
but to-night they had been told by the junior 
member for North Brisbane, who he supposed 
was in the confidence of the Premier, that the 
sugar industry might perish. So long as that hon. 
member could give effect to his views on the 
Labour :question, he did not care how many 
thousands were put out of employment, how 
many thou,ands of peorJle were ruined, or how 
many millions of money were lost. They had 
been misled by the Government. The whole 
scope of the Bill had been altered ; and, 
whether it went beyond its second read­
ing or not, damage had been done by the 
speeches of hon. members on the other side. 
Serious and material damage had been done, not 
only to one industry, but to every industry of the 
colony, because few ea pi talists would be anxious 
to invest money in a colony where the Govern­
ment could go in for such repudiation. 

l\Ir. J. CAMPBELL said it was due to him 
to say that, when he spoke before, it did not 
occur to him that the hon. member for Blackall 
was absent from th~ House. 

Mr .• JORDAN said he believed he was out of 
order in previously referring to the Land question 
while debating the Immigration Bill. He would 
now read an opinion expressed in 1882 by Sir 
Thomas Mci!wraith on the Immigration ques­
tion:-

"He thought a good idea had been thrown out by the 
hon. member for Port Curtis. lie knew that great 
evils had resnltcd in the colony through the system ot 
land orders, but if it wmv~ decided by the committce­
tlll(lhe tlwnght that in fairness they could not avoid a 
decision of that kind-that people who chose to come 
out on their own account, and pay their own pas.-;ages, 
should be re,varded in some way, he had no objection. 
H a man had £200 or £300, spent a portion of it in 
coming out here, and lived in the colony for twelve 
months, he bad no objection whatever to a clause by 
whieh he and each o! his family would be entitled to a 
land order o! tbe value of £20." 

The present Premier had introduced certain 
amendments by which something like the old 



Immigration Act [6 AUGUST.] Amendment Bill. 303 

land-order s~·stem, without the evils of thttt 
system, could be introduced in favour of persons 
paying their own passeges to the colony fron1 
Great Britain. The speech the hon. fientlenmn 
made was unanswerable ; ancl he had already 
quoted the opinion of Sir Thoma8 J\Icii wraith. 
No Land Act,. he might say, howeYcr liberal, 
could of itself attmct a huge numl1er of persons 
from the other side of the globP, becano;e 
the counter attractions were too powerfnl. 
The report of the Board of Trade for 1882 
showed that 33ii,020 was the exce;,., of persons 
who left Great Britain th:ot year over tlwse 
who came into G rcat Brite~in. X early h<tlf 
the number went to the 1) nited tltatc:< and 
Canada. The greater part of those were 
persons who intended to settle on the land, 
and they were the best class of immigrants. 
They wore not the refuse of the parishes ; they 
were not feeble, impecunious, unsuccessful per­
sons, but the intelligent, industrious, and thrifty 
-the very bone and sinew of the country. They 
took away with them milliono of money, and 
\Vent to ..:\rnerica, because they knew more about 
that country than about the Australian colonies. 
The United States were very careful to lmve 
their agents all over England continually put­
ting this question before the mnigrating pn blic. 
They went to the United St>ttes because it was 
che>tper than to the Australian colonies, and 
b~cause when they got there they were taken by 
the hand, supplied with every information, sent 
free of expense to their destination, and there 
received a gift of bnd. In the present Sper~ker's 
o\vn ren1arks rnade in the House on this quc'"'tion, 
he had stated that in one ship no less than 
£100,000 was taken by emigrants going to the 
United States of America. That was <pwted 
frorr1 the Times, \Vhich the hem. gc.ntleru<l..n said 
he considered sufficient authority. A million of 
llloney, it \Vas e.3timated, was brought into thitl 
colony hy the full-p,;ying passengers who came 
out between the years 18G1 and 18GG. Estima­
ting them at 2,400 familie~, that million gave an 
average of £416 13s. 4d. brought to the colony by 
each family dnrin::; that period. It had been 
said that a good Land Bill would bring many 
people from the other colon in; bnt they had 
to remember that in New South \Vales a Bill 
had nearly pas>ed through the Assembly which 
was as liberal as that now under discussion in 
thi:.:; l[ouse, and in smne respects even Inore 
attractive. In South Australia, also, they had 
under discussion a Bill much more lil1eml for en­
couragingpastoml settlement than the Queensland 
one; so that Victoria was the only Australian 
colony to which they coulrllook fora large number 
of persons likely to be attracted by the new Land 
Bill. He hoped he wonld be pardoned for 
speaking of the Le~nd Bill ; but he could not 
altogether dissociate it from this qne,tion of 
immigration. That Bill proposed to throw open 
200,000,000 acres for settlement. Half the 
pastoral land of the colony was 312,ii00 S<JUare 
miles, and allowing an average of 640 acres to 
each family, because many bmilies would 
only take np small pieces, that would 
give more than one and a-half million people, 
taking an average of five to each family, suppo­
sing he~lf the pastoral districts were settled as 
proposed by the Bill. Besides that number, 
there would be the popnlation of the goldfields 
and of the other half of the colony-the dwellers 
in all the towns, and persons engaged in all 
kinds of industry. Could anyone doubt that 
tt colony nearly twel Ye times as large as 
England and \Vales, with the natural re­
sources Queensland posses,ed-with 1,300 miles 
of seaboard-with fine h>trbours and na vi­
gaule rivers, and great mineral wealth-in 
connection with a great national system of 
railways--

J\Ir. NORTON rose to order. Had this any­
thing to do with the question before the House! 
The question before the House had reference to 
indented labour. 

The ATTORNEY-GEXERAL said that hon. 
members opposite were too much accustomed to 
interfere with hem. gentlemen on that side-rising 
to points of order, and cha.rging thmn \vith wan .. 
d8l·ing from the subject. It wa' not fair play 
at all to raise thc:<c objections in the case of 
the hon. member for South Brisbane. It was a 
grea,t breauh uf deeonun. There wa..s no hon. 
nteruber of this 1-Ion:..:;c nwrc wDling to observe 
the rules of rlecomm than that hon. gentleman, 
and he thought it was not in accordance with 
the rules of rlecorum to interfere with him. 

Mr .. NORTON: You may think what you 
like. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member is speak­
ing to the main que,tion. I can only rule that 
I take it he is using the Land question in illustra­
ting his argurneut. 

J\Ir. ,TOllDAN said he was coming to the 
question of irnrn1:;ration at that moment. He 
wonlcl ask if anyone could suppose that this 
colony conkl not support millions of people. 
rrwerityRthl'88 ye(tfS ago, a gn_:::at 8XJ18firl18llt \VaS 
tried, as to whether a lari[e numbc.r of people 
frmn G-reat Britain, po.soessing capitn.l, were 
likely to be attmdcd here to settle on the land 
without a bonus of land being given. J\Ir. 
Rnhertson-now Sir John Robertson-bronght in 
in New South \V ales his notable scheme of free 
selection before survey, frmn which great 
things \Vere expected. Under thrtJt Act, per,.,ons 
were allowed to select any choice spot on the 
run of a squatter-even in the home paddock, 
or in the very orchctrd-throughout the whole of 
New South \V ales at a very small rent indeed. 
Two of the most :1ble men in New South \Vales, 
::\[r. Parkf',-now Sir Henry Parkes-and ll'Ir. 
Dalley, were sent to England as commissioners, 
at a brge salary and with unlimited allowances 
for expenses ; and they lectured throughout the 
length and breadth of Great Britain, and did 
their very ntrnost to attract people to the colony 
by ,etting forth this wonderfnl scheme of free 
selection before survey. Their labours were 
entirely barren, and they did not succeed in 
sending out a single shipload. This colony was 
a1so trying an experi1nent, adopting the American 
system oflaml bonuses, and offering persons thirty 
acres of land if they wonld come here, paying 
their own passages. The name of Queensland 
at that tilne 'vas not k11own, even to R1en1 her~ of 
P:1rliament in J~ngland. One rnctn went hmne 
at a much smaller salary, tied hand and foot by 
adverse l~gislation, and the first year succeeded 
in sending out 5,32fi full-paying passengers, most 
of them bond :tide farmers. In six years he 
sent out 30,000 people, of his own selection; 
12,000 were fnll-1mying passengers, 12,000 were 
free pn.ssf'ngers, and li, 000 assisted pas1':engers. 
There were also G,OOO navyic-, sent out, not 
selected by our O\Yn officer. Tktt W<ts in spite 
of ad verse regulations published every six months 
and in spite of the fact that the agricultural 
reserves that were proclaimed under the 
Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1860 were selected 
generally in places in which the land was worth­
less, and which Sir Charles Lilley said would not 
feed a goose. Some land was selected at Cooper's 
Plains, and they might ride through some mile~ 
of broken-clown fences and ruined huts, where 
the first immigrants were placed by the Govern­
ment to lose their money, and whc• did not 
succeed. Then the immigration was further 
injured, and, in fact, finally upset by an inunda­
tion to the colony of the roughest class, which 
cmue with the navvies who were not selected 
under our own system. Then came the Act of 
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1868. The advocates of that Act said that it 
would be the means of attracting any number 
of gentlen1en's sons, who were to come frmn 
J<:ngland and settle down· on the land. It was a 
very attractive scheme, and promised an area of 
1 0,000-acre farms to any person, at 5s. per acre, 
with ten years to pay it in. They were told the 
result of that yesterday by the Minister for 
Lands. He was about to propose that they should 
introduce-in some amendments which had been 
circulated-something like the lan<l-order system 
-avoiding those peculiarities that re])(lered it 
open to abuse. The agricultural lttnd, as he had 
beforeexplaine<l, being of no valne, the !ttnd orders 
became a drug in the market. \Vhcn the hon. 
Premier introduced his amendments in 1882 in 
connection with the present Immigration Act, he 
took care to point out that there wonld Le no 
danger under the system. Althoug-h it was calle<l 
a land-order system, it was very different from the 
old land-order system. It proposed a remission 
of rent of bnd in favour of those who paid their 
own passages to the colony in full. The objections 
that were taken to the amendments when the 
hon. the Premier introduced them, when that 
Bill was under discussion, were chiefly from Sir 
Thomas J'vlcllwraith, who said that to give a 
remission of rent to people who intended to settle 
on the land only would be unfair to other 
persons, such, for instance, a~ 1nechanics 
and other persons who came to the colony. 
But they must remember that the people who 
went to settle on the land in the United States 
were of the farming class, and that was the 
class that they wished to encourage under this 
system. They got mechanics enough, and too 
many, although they were warned that they 
were not wanted. 

The SPEAKER : I must remind the hon. 
member that it is not in order on the second 
reading of a Bill to discuss an amendment of 
which he has given notice of moving in 
comn1ittee. The question before the House 
is the second reading of a Bill to amend the Im­
migration Act of 1882. 'l'he hon. gentleman hcts 
given notice of his intention to move certain 
amendments when the Bill is in committee, and 
it is not competent for the hon. member, mt the 
second reading of the Bill, to discms those 
amendments. 

Mr. JORDAN said he would bow to the 
Speaker's ruling. The other objection was that 
it would be unfair to the persons resident in 
the colony, anrl who were disposed to settle on 
the land, to give a remission of rent to those 
persons who came from the opposite side of the 
globe. 'L'hat 'ms a fallacy. If they could get 
large numbers of persons, with large farming 
experience, whC? ·would bring rnoney, all classes 
of the commumty would benefit. Hon. gentle­
men would rem em her what the effect was in Bris­
bane, Rockhampton, and lHaryborough, between 
the years lil()l and lSGG, when there was a 
great influx of th11t class into the colony. 
Business was, of course, very rnuch irnproyed ; 
houses went up in all rlirections, and there 
was a great demand for e,·ery kind of labour. 
The townspeople were very greatly benefited as 
well as others. There was one thing, above all 
other things, that they wanted in this great 
country-with its great extent and wealth-for 
it had all the elements of wealth, if not of empire; 
that one thing was population. The future of the 
colony would depend upon what they were doing 
now. ·what they sowed they must reap; if they 
laid the foundations of the colony deep and broad, 
and got a proper proportion of intelligent people, 
all would be well ; they should rear a fabric 
which would be fair and enduring. When the 
famous sculptor, Chantrey, was carving out one 
of his great works-bringing life out of the stone-

one nf his friends, coming into his studio unper­
cei ved, tapped him on the shoulder and 
said to hiln, "'Take care what you do; you 
work for eternity "; and, in the same 
IVay, what they did now would determine 
the future of what might be-if they were wise­
a great nation. They wanted an admixture of 
labour, capital, and intelligence. If they im­
ported only labour they would soon have a cry 
raised an1nng the la.houri11g class that irnn1igra­
tion rllust be stopped. There was no regulating 
principle in a popnlation composed of the labour­
ing class only. He would end by quoting the 
saying of President Uarfiel<!-" Territory, after 
all, is lmt the body of the nation. The people 
who inhal.Jit it~; hills and its valleys are its son!, 
its spirit, and its life." 

Mr. SNLYTH said he thoua;ht, as 11 mining 
member, he would not l1e doing his duty if he did 
not make a few reritarks with respect to some of 
the speeches from the other side of the House. 
'rhe leader of the Opposition and other mem­
bers· on his side had said that if cheap labour 
were introduce<'! into the colony they would have 
the ruining districts overrun. He said, as the 
representative of a mining district, he was not in 
the least afraid of it. If the Germans were 
to be the class of cheap labourers they were 
to h<tve, he could say that his experience of 
them was that they were not very fond 
of 1nining, as a rule; their great ambition 
was to obtain po,session of a piece of land, and 
settle on it. Some hon. members on the other 
side had spoken of giving labourers 5s. and Gs. a 
week. He hoped that no member on his side of 
the House had any idea of such labour as that. 
Surely the sugar-planters could afford to pay 
15s. a week for labour. They could give a 
kanaka 15s., and why should they not give a 
white man 15s. '! \Vas it because the white 
man would not stand kicking? One hon. mern­
l.Jer, in speaking of the North, said that 
Gympie was only the third on the list as a 
gold-producing district. 1'he deserted Palmer 
--for it was almost deserted now-was put 
first, Charters Towers second, and Gympie 
third. He said the Gym pie Gold Field was the 
premier goldfield of the colony at the ]Jresent 
ti1ne, and wm; turning out nwre gold no\V than 
any town in Queensland. But it was well known 
why that particular member had cast such a 
slur upon Gympie-beci:mse Gym pie had refused 
and rejected him. 

Mr. STEVJ£NSON said the hon, Premier 
had said that evening that hon. members 
on the Oppn'lition side were not correct in 
describing the Bill as one to introduce low­
waQ:ed labour. The hon. Premier had paid 
hil;; the compliment of saying he could not 
understand the Bill or any Bill brought in by 
hon. gentlemen op]Jositc, or by his particular 
friend the Minister of Lands. He thought he 
had got a very good irlea of the Bill. 'rhe hon. 
Premier might not have much respect for his 
opinion, aml foF that matter he had not much 
respect for the opinion of the Premier, but he 
thought he understood the Bill sufficiently to be 
able to say the hon. gentleman was not sincere 
upon it. He had shifted his ground that night, 
and he thought the hon. gentleman should alter 
the title nf the Bill and call it "a Bill to intro­
duce Germans into this colony." He had admitted 
it was not the Bill he intended to bring 
in, which was intended to supply lal.Jour 
for the sugar-planters and to take the place of 
the kanakas. It was now simply a Bill to intro­
<luce Germans. The hon. gentleman had asked 
them if their objection to the Bill was not because 
he had not taken steps to introduce coolie labour. 
The hon. member knew as well as they did that 
coolies could be introduced into the country 
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without any steps being taken by him. Hon. 
members on that side of the House wanted 
coolies to be introduced under proper regulations ; 
but thehon. member preferred having them intro­
duced without any regulations at all. He said it 
was in the interests of the working men of the 
colony that coolies should be introduced ';lnder 
proper regulations. They could now be mtro­
duced without regulations, and they could then 
compete with white men, The hon. gentleman 
had also asked them if they meant that he was 
striking a blow at the sugar industry by pre­
venting kidnapping. Hon. members on that side 
of the House had always shown a desire to pre­
vent any abmies in regard to the introduction 
of kanakas ; and just as stringent steps were 
taken by the late Government for that pur­
pose as by the present Government. They on 
that side said they believed in black labour 
and considered it the only labour suitable for 
the sugar industry ; and if the sugar industry 
were destroyed, as it would be unless black 
labour was employed, many white men would 
be thrown out of employment they were 
now n1aking good wages at. A great deal 
of capital had been made out of the debate, 
which was an electioneering one on the other 
side, by electioneering speeches to the working 
man. He should like to know if that Bill 
was brought in in the interests of the working 
man. It would have been far better for the work­
ing man if the Premier had proposed to bring in 
proper labour for the sugar industry in the 
shape of black labour than to strike a 
blow at that industry as he was doing by 
the Bill. Yet he pretended he had introduced 
it to supply labour for the sugar-planters. The 
Bill did not only strike a blow at the sugar 
industry, but it would have the effect of reducing 
the rate of wages of working men all over the 
colony. He wa;; sorry the Minister for Lands 
was not present, and, as he was not there, he 
would ask the Premier what had the Minister 
for Lands done to show his appreciation 
for the working man of the colony? \Vhy, 
he had not made a speech in that House 
in which he had not referred to the working 
man. ·whenever anything had been broug-ht 
forward with regard to the labour question, he 
had shown that he appreciated black men far 
more than he did white men. :Men who had 
known the Minister for Lands as long as he had, 
and appreciated him just about as much,--

The PREMIER: The Minister for Lands is 
absent. 

l\Ir. STEVEKSON: Why is he absent? 
The PREMIER : There is nothing that suits 

some people so well as absent men. 
Mr. STEVENSON: If the hon. gentleman 

was not present, he (Mr. Stevenson) could not 
help it. A good deal of capital. had been made 
out of that question, and hon. members had 
talked a good deal about the working man. The 
Minister for Lands had admitted that he in· 
dented Germans for two years at a very low rate 
of wages. He (Mr. Stevenson) supposed that at 
that time the hon. gentleman could not get 
aboriginals to do his work. That did not show 
that the hon. gentleman had, at any rate, any 
regard for the working men of the colony. 
He (:\ir. Stevenson) was not going to enter into 
the Land Bill now ; but the Premier having, in 
reply to the hon. member for Townsville, 
alluded to the homestead clauses, he (:Mr. 
-·tevenson) would say that the Minister for 
Lands, in doing away with these clauses, was 
dealing a blow to the woTking man and the man 
of small means. However, as the Premier had 
'aid he should not talk about the Yfinister for 
Lands in his absence, he would not do so any 
longer ; but, to give the :Yiini:;ter for Land;; an 
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opportunity of again speaking on the question 
he would now move the :tdjournment of the 
House. 

Mr. HIGSON said he had had no intention 
of speaking on the second reading of the 
Bill, as it was so admirably explained by the 
Premier, but hon. members on the other side of 
the House had, by the tone of their remarks, 
conveyed a false impression. He took it that 
the Bill clearly explained how labour was to be 
got. By it they were to send to their fdencls or 
to their agents to procure labour suitable foT the 
colonv. He intended to take advantage of it 
himself, to get suitable labourers from the part of 
the country he came hom. It had been said 
that the prosperity of the colony had been 
brought about by the sugar industry. He said 
it was a false prosperity, and that in a few years 
it would fall back and the colony would be worse 
off than it had been before. The present pros­
per·ity was brought about by speculators who 
brouaht large sums of money into it. 1\iany of 
the ;ugar estates were in their hands, and the 
benefit that the absentee proprietors received 
should be received by the colony. 'l'he interest 
from the land, instead of going into the Treasury, 
was going out of the colony. Nearly all the 
machinery used was imported, and they em­
ployed black labour to carry on the work. ~s t~e 
senior member for Rockharnpton had sa1d, 1f 
there were small settlements a great deal more 
benefit would be received from the land, because 
every man who had a small lot would contribute 
to the Tevenue through the Custom House; but 
at present the large landed proprietors, who 
lived out of the colony, took a great deal away 
from it. He was g·lad to hear the Premier say 
that the present Government were determined 
not to have coolies or kanakas. They were 
laying a sure founda,tion by so doing. Let the 
colony import labour from home. He knew 
there were plenty of faTm labourers, who would 
come out, if only the rtgents looked out for them; 
but the fact was, the agents stopped near the 
large cities and towns, and did not go into many 
parts where plenty of labourers could bg got. The 
hon.member forUook had said that hon. members 
on the Government side of the House wanted to 
get labourers from 6s. to 7s. per week; but they 
never wanted to do anything so ridiculous. 
It was one of the grandest things that could 
happen that the present Government had come 
into power and prevented all the lands of 
the colony falling into the hands of the large 
capitalists. 

1\fr. 1\fOREHEAD : That is the man who 
"had" the 1\iinister for Lands. 

Mr. HIGSON said the hon. member better 
take care that he was not ''had." He maintained 
that the cry against the ruination that was being 
caused to the sugar industry was a false one ; 
the real reason of the depression being the severe 
drought which the country had been suffering 
from for two years pa5t. 

Mr. BLACK said a short time ago the Pre­
mier asked and actually challenged someone o_n 
the opposite side of the House to explain what 1t 
was that the planters had to complain about in 
the action of the Government. He intimated 
that the Government were simply carrying out 
the strict letter of the law as laid down in the Poly­
nesian Act, and he (Mr. Black) gave them credit 
for doing so. He had never in any way complain.ed 
of the Government having carried out the stnct 
letter of the law. Last session the Government 
gave the House and the country distinctly to under­
stand, in passing the Polynesian Amendment 
Act, that they were merely tiding over a tempo­
rary difficulty and that it was the best solutwn 
that they could find :tt the time, but they 
promised the House, they promised the country,. 
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and they promised those who, on the faith of 
previous Governments, had sunk several millions 
of money in the industry, that they would, at 
the earliest opportunity this session, bring down 
a comprehensive scheJ.ne, which would show the 
planters where they were to look for the labour 
for the future management of their planta­
tions. He thought he was simply stating facts 
in what he was saying. He was, at all events, 
not in any way exaggerating. They held out 
those promises to those who had been the means 
of establishing the plantations in Queensland. 
Again at the opening of the House, the Govern­
ment came down and in 'the Governor's Speech 
intimated that they had prepared and were 
going to bring in a scheme to carry out the 
promise they had made last session. There was 
no question in the Governor's Speech as to 
whether that was practical or not, but the 
Premier, as head of the Government, expressed 
his intention of bringing in a comprehensive 
scheme of labour, which would obviate the 
necessity for cheap coloured labour. That 
was a promise which had been held before 
the people of the country. That was a pro­
mise which had been the means of tiding over 
a very serious difficulty which had arisen in the 
tropical agricultural industry owing to the 
terrible fall in the price of sugar. But what had 
the Government done? They had brought in 
an apology of a Bill which, when it came to be 
pulled to pieces, was simply a Bill to 
introduce German immigrants into the colony. 
It did not in any way affect the question 
which the Government promised to solve last 
session and the beginning of this session. There­
fore he said the Government had broken faith 
with the planters, and with all those who had 
invested their money in the industry. That 
was a plain answer to the Premier. The planters 
complained of a gross breach of faith on the part 
of the Government. He did not believe that this 
was the Bill that the Government intended to 
bring in. He believed that they were sincere 
in the matter. 'l'hey gave a promise to the 
country of a Bill to introduce :European 
labour to take the place of coloured labour, 
but they found that the pressure of pnblic 
opinion was so great that they had brought in 
the beginning and end of the measure, and left 
out the inside. There was no necessity to bring 
in the present Bill, as there was nothing in it of 
any material importance which was not con­
tained in the Act passed before. The mere fact 
of reducing the cost of indented labour from £2 to 
£1 was not going to bring that labour into use. 
Hon. gentlemen said that the plantations ought 
to be cut up into small blocks. That was a 
matter which concerned those who owned them, 
but he would like to point out that the man with 
fifty acres also wanted labour ; and the same 
difficulty which stared the largest planter in the 
face stared the smaller man also. Then the cen­
tral mill owner, what would his position be? He 
could not do without reliable labour. There was 
one point which he wished particularly to refer to, 
and that was that when crop-time came round it 
required an immense amount of additional labour 
which, in the northern parts of the colony, 
would never be available. A wheat crop in the 
South would be considered a very handsome 
crop if it gave a return of two tons dead 
weight to the acre. The difficulty even in the 
South was in getting men to take off the 
crop ; but in the North they had a tropical 
crop representing thirty or forty tons <!lead 
weight to the acre, which had to be removed 
from the field. No mechanical appliances could 
be used, and the whole thing had to be done 
by hand. The cane was cut by hand, loaded 
by hand, and had to be carted to the mill. 
If in the South they found such a difficulty in 

taking off a comparatively small weight to the 
acre, how were they to get a surplus farming 
population in the North to take off that gigantic 
crop ? Assuming that a paternal Government 
would provide them with 1,000 labourers at 
Mackay when crop-time came on, what was to 
become of them after the crop had been taken 
off ? Were they to be discharged, or would the 
Government find public works to employ them 
on? The whole scheme was impracticable, and 
he accused the Government of having broken 
faith with the planters, and all those who 
had taken part in the initiation of that 
great agriculture in Queensland. Sugar was 
not the only thing that could be grown 
profitably in the North. There were coffee and 
spices of different kinds, but for every one of 
them there was one essential necessary, and that 
was cheap and reliable labour. Thanks to the 
Government, Queensland was about to make an 
experiment in a direction which had proved 
disastrous wherever it had been attempted 
before. 

Mr. STEVENS said it was almost impossible 
to separate the question of immigration from 
that of black labour. He himself had always 
been a strong advocate for the introduction of 
coolies for the cultivation of sugar, and he 
believed that that, under proper regulations 
and restrictions, would be the best solution of 
the Labour question. The chief recommendation 
of the present Bill wns that it wonld enable 
immigrants to bring out their families. There were 
many men who would emigrate much more will­
ingly if they could bring their families out 
on reasonable terms. \Vith regard to the clause 
which referred to "proper accommodation" for 
immigrants, there might be some little difficulty 
in defining wbat was pro]Jer accommodation. 
In whose hands was the definition to be left ? 
The hon. member, Mr. Jordan, hardly spoke in 
a fair spirit when he said the Germans regarded 
an independent member as one who wished to 
possess large areas of land. An independent 
member, as well as nny other, was entitled to 
credit for hone:;ty and integrity of purpose. 
There were many members, besides independent 
members, who owned large areas of land; and if 
that was a subject of distress to the Germans 
they would have refused to return several mem­
bers who now sat in the House. He was glad 
there was no icle>t of dividing on the Bill. The 
measure was a step in the right direction, 
especially with the view of inducing immigrants 
to come out to the colony nnd bring their wives 
and families with them. 

Mr. JORDA-N explained that his remark was 
not levelled at the hon. member for Logan, but 
at others he had in his mind, who said they were 
independent members, but wllo turned out to be 
strong partisans. 

Question of adjournment put and negatived. 
Original question put nnd passed, and com· 

mittal of the Bill made an order for a later hour 
of the day. 

SUCCESSION ACT DECLARATORY BILL. 
The SPEAKER announced a message from 

the Legislative Council, intimnting that this Bill 
had been passed by that Chamber, and forward· 
ing it to the Legislative Assembly for their con­
currence. 

On the motion of Mr. CHUBB, the Bill was 
read a first time, and the second reading made 
an Order of the Day for Thursday next. 

ADJOURNMEN'l'. 
The PREMIElt said that, in pursuance of 

notice given at an earlier hour of the sitting, he 
would move that the House do now adjourn 
until 7 o'clock this m·ening. A good number of 
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members would be glad to get away during the 
afternoon, and there would be ample time during 
the evening to dispose of all the business 
on the paper. He might add that the special 
train for the convenience of members would 
leave the railway station at twenty minutes 
pas& 10, and would be back in Brisbane by 
6 o'clock. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said that, as the day for 
which no&ice was given had now elapsed, the 
motion was out of order and could not be put. 
All the House could do was to adjourn till the 
usual hour of meeting. 

The PREMIER said that technically speaking 
the objection of the hon. member was correct, 
but it had a! ways been the practice for the 
leader of the House to give notice at the 
commencement of a sitting that the House 
ad.iourn to a certain time. The time he gave 
notice of was "to-morrow," and that was now 
"to·day." 

Mr. MOREHEAD said the motion could not 
be put, as the day had passed. 

The SPEAKER s<1id : I have no doubt that 
on strict technic<1l terms the hon. member for 
Balonne is p@rfectly right in his objection, bnt 
it is a question for the House to decide whether 
the leader of the House did not intend, in giving 
notice, that when the House rose he would move 
the adjournment till 7 o'clock this evening. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said, having shown that 
his side knew a great deal more about the 
technical rules of the House than the other side, 
and having induced the Premier to lose his 
temper, he would withdraw his objection. 

Mr. BLACK said he had always opposed 
adjournments for local shows, and he would not 
be consistent were he to allow that motion to 
pass without some protest. It seemed to him 
that this show was the most frivolous pretext for 
delaying the business of the country that had 
yet been submitted to that Hou,se. He believed 
that the object of the adjournment was to make 
a fitting finule to the proceedings of that even­
ing-to enable the Premier who had succeeded in 
carrying the second reading of a Bill to populate 
the country with Germans, to go to Rosewood 
to-morrow, to receive the thanks and demonstra­
tions of the Germans there. He would ask any 
sensible man in that House whether the whole 
business of the country should be suspended for 
the purpose of allowing members to attend the 
Rosewood Show? They had had adjournments 
on various occasions for the National Association 
in Brisbane and for the Toowoomba Show, but 
never, so far as he was aware, for the Rosewood 
Show. It was a cruel shame that the time 
of Northern members and others, who came 
from a distance and sacrificed time and money 
to attend that House, should be wasted on such 
a foolish pretext, and he would oppose the 
motion. 

Mr. BROOKES said he was sure that if the 
hon. gentleman who had just sat down had 
known that sugar-cane grown by white men 
would be exhibited at the show he would not 
have made such a speech. 

Mr. STEVENSON said he opposed the 
motion for adjournment on principle, because 
he thought it was unfair to members who came 
froin a long distance, at a great expense and in­
convenience. The leader of the Opposition had 
done perfectly right in conceding the point to 
the Premier, but he (Mr. Stevenson) would be 
very glad if there were enough hon. members 
of his opinion to defeat the motion, and prevent 
them being deprived of their day for private 
business. 

The PREMIER said he must correct an error 
into which readers of what had taken place that 
evening might fall. No delay whatever would 
be caused by the adjournment, because, to-mor­
row evening, they could dispose of all the busi· 
ness on the paper. If it were not so, he would 
not have moved the adjournment. 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at half-past 12 o'clock. 




