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474 Qztestions. [ASSEMBLY.] J;[inisterial Statement. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
'l'uesday, 2G Feln·wn·y, 18H4. 

Standing Orr18l'S Cmnmittee.- Qnc~tion~.- T'ormal 
Jlr,tions.-.Jrinistcrial l:ltate1nc~ut.--The l:LtC Tnter­
(•olonial nonrention.--J<'ederal ConlH~il ot' Aus1ra­
lal"ia.--13ri~b~ute Valley Branc.h Rnilwny.-Rallway 
from Stanthorpc t•J Hordrr.--SHJIJd.r-rc~nmJrtion of 
eomuJittee.-\ficklwin Terraee Prc.slJYt.criau CliHl'('h 
}~Ill.--AtljOHl'tllr!Cllt. -

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-pagt 
3 o'clock. 

STAXDI:L\G ORDERS COJ\C\IITTEK 
1'lr. I<'JtASER, on behalf of the S]>8fLker, as 

Chairman of the .Standing Ordel',.., Connnitteo, 
laid upon the table of the House certain cmTes­
pondence relative to the duties and claims of 
:Mr. L .• T. Byrne, Shorthand \V1 iter in chal'ge of 
Select Committees, and moved that the pccpers 
be printed. 

Question put and passed. 

QUESTIOXS. 

J\fr. Bl"CKLAKD a"ked the MiHister for 
LttndH-

1. £:'< lJe a·warc that. a pla('C of worship hn:-; been latf'lY 
erected on part of ~c<·.tiou 2:~. ~'\orth Bri~hano, on land 
granted by tile (10\·crnmf'nt for utlJer [Jlll'pose~ ~ 

2. vrould he state for what pnrpose the land was 
originally gTHllted: 

The }Il:t\ISTER FOR LAKDS (Hon. C. B. 
l>ntton) repliecl-

1. On inquiry. I find that a small bnildiug ha:-; be0n 
erected. on allotment 8 of scetion 2:-J. parish of Xorth 
Brisbane. whi.t'h is m::ed for religions scrviee~ bv the 
inmates of the lj,cmale 1-tefnge. · 

2. Fo1· a Female Refuge. 

FORMAL MOTION'S. 

The following formal motions were passed :­
By Mr. BAIL};y-
That there be laid upon the table of this House a 

retnru !'-ihowing-
1. 'rhe Deeds of Crant of Country Lnnds issnPcl 

dul'ing tht~ year 1Htl:3. spceifying names of grantees.. areas 
and lCcaht Y. al~o ~uction of Act under whidl the lands 
were gJHntCcl. 

2. Sllmring also. in dct:til, the price per ac!'e rc~eivetl 
for ent•h lot. date of applit'ntion for eat•h lot, awl the 
date when the Admini~t.rator of the Co\'erumc111 aJtixeLl 
his signature; ab:o. 1 he date when each grant wa.R de­
liYercd tu tlte pn·ehtt..;;er or his agent. 

By :Mr. l\IACROSSAK-
'l'ha.t an Addre:-s lJc pre.'1cntcd to the Governor, praying 

that His l·~xeelleucy will he pleased to cansc to lJe lnitl 
11pon the tahle of thi~ Ilonse ~L r.O}l.\' of the Dcpo.sit,ions 
in the case of George DolJson, eonnnitted for rape at 
Ipswich. 

l\UNIS'I'ERLAL ST.ATE::\IEKT. 

The PREMIER (Hon. S. W. Griffith) said: I 
intimated on ]'l'iclay that, before proceeding with 
anything but formal btlsineHs to-clay, I would 
make a statement ''" to the present position of 
busine"' in the House. \\'hen I last referred to 
the position of the Gove1·nment busines:.;;, lJflr­
ticubrly to the Bills on the paper, I intimated 
that it was not intended to go on with the Rail­
way Jle~;erveH Act Fnrther AmeHdment Bill ; 
therefore, I need say nothing more about that. 
The other Bills on the paper are the Pastoral 
Leases Act of HiGH Amendment Bill, the .Ag·eut­
General Bill, and the. Bills of Exclmnge Bill. 
Since that time the House has affirmed by :1 
large majority the principle contained in the 
Pa,toml Leases Act of HiW Amendment Bill·­
namely, the ~USlJension of the purchase of pre­
emptions during the present year; and, n.s no 
pre-ernptions can be gra,nted without the assent 
of the Goverrunent, \Ye are quite content to take 
that expression of opinion on the part of the House, 
and the Govemment intend to act upon it. It is 
not worth while, therefore, to press that measnre 
any further at the pre'~.ent JTI<llnent; the Govern­
ment will act, as they are perfectly at liberty to 
do, in precisely the same way as if the Bill had 
been assented to by both Houses of Parliament, 
\Vith respect to the Agent-General Bill, the 
( i-overnn1ent do not propose to pre;1S it this ReKsimt. 
I need rwt give auy varticnlar reason for that, 
beyond saying that it is not so urgent that it must 
be proceeded with jnst now. \Vith respect to tho 
Bills of Exchange Bill, that i;; une of very con­
sirlerallle importar)ce, and, although I believe 
both sides are willing to give it full con::;ideration, 
I am uf opinion that even a little longer con­
sideration will be rnore advalltageous. The Bill 
has been introclncecl into the House three time.s, 
and as it recrnires even n1ore con.sidera.tion I do 
not rn·opuHe to 1)roceed \vith it any further dnl"ing 
the present session. (T nless any ernergency ariseH 
-which I see no likelihood of at present-there 
is no other Bill which the Government intend to 
proceed with. Of course, the Bills which hal'e. 
already left this House and gone to another place 
will, I trust, become law. 1T ]JOU the notice­
paper tu-day are also two notices of motion by 
my8elf, ant! two by my hon. colleague tlw 
lVlinister for \Vorks, with reference to rail­
wavs. \Vith reference to tbe two notices f:i \'en 
by" myself, it certainly was desirable that ~the,· 
should be placed on the paper this session ; hnt, 
as I shall have to move the first one immediately, 
it will Le more convenient to bay what I 
have to say about them \Yhen the motion i.-; 

1 
called. The notices of motion gi 1•en by the 
lVIinisterfor \Vorks have reference to the extension 
of the BriHbane V allev Branch Hail way, and 
the extension of the Southern Railway front 
Stanthorpe to the border. Those notices of 
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motion have been given because the plans are 
in a tolerably forward state, and they are lines 
that must absolutely be made. The ~ ew South 
vV ales line is fast approaching Tenterfield, and 
it is desirable, as I have often pointed out in the 
HOliRe, that we should be at the border as soon 
as the New South vV ales Government are. As 
to the Brisbane Valley Railway, it is at present 
in the position of a rail way leading to nowhere 
in particular, and it cannot begin to pay until 
the extension is accomplished. There is another 
reason why it was considered desirable to give 
notice of those railways during this session, and 
that is, the considerable number of persons in 
the colony who are not employed. Though not 
nearly so many as is attempted to be made out, 
still there are a good many, and as there is a 
large nn1n ber of imn1igrants now afloat for the 
colony, it is desirable, I think, to proceed with 
these works as quickly as possible. I under­
stand an objection has been made by the 
other side to those lines being proceeded with, 
on the ground that they were not mentioned in 
the conversation that took place between myself 
and the hon. the leader of the Opposition with 
reference to the business that the Government 
intended to proceed with. It is quite true that the 
Hubject of these railways was not in contempla­
tion by either of us at the time, and if the hon. 
gentleman thinks I am bound by the under<tand­
ing that he arrived at from what I said, not to 
proceed with them, I shall feel bound to adopt 
that course. That is the only statement I have 
to make ; and the result is practically that, 
besides the Convention resolutions, which I hope 
will be disposed of in the course of the afternoon, 
no business on the paper will he proceeded with 
except the granting of Supply, which I hope will 
not occupy more than a few days. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: Mr. Speaker,-Referring 
to the remarks that have fallen from the hon. 
the Premier-in the first place, with respect to 
the suspension of the pre-emptive right, which 
exists, I hold, under the Act of 1869, he stated 
that the House having indicated by a large 
majority that they approved of the principle 
laid down in that measure, the Government 
intended to act upon that expression of opinion ; 
and almost in the same breath he said that at 
the present time the law allowed the Govern­
ment to refuse their assent to any pre-emptiuns. 
The hon. gentleman seems to be on the horns of 
a dilemma. In the first place, I maintain that 
no Government has a right, upon the mere 
passing of the second reading of a Bill in one 
Chamber, to treat that second reading as making 
law of that measure. In the second place, the 
other horn of the dilemma is, that if the Govern­
ment have the power-which the hon. gentle­
man assumes, but which I deny-why did he 
introduce the measure at all ? vVith regard 
to the resolutions standing in the name of 
the Minister for vVorks, the hon. the Premier 
has rightly stated that they were utterly 
outside any arrangement entered into between 
the two sides of the House with reference to 
the conduct of business during the remainder 
of the session, and I distinctly object to pro­
ceeding with them. Hon. members on this 
side of the House have been kept here a long 
time-much longer than they expected ; many 
of them live at a distance from Brisbane and 
are desirous of getting away, and it was with 
that object they agreed to the arrangement 
entered into between the hon. the Premier and 
myself. If the hon. gentleman is cleeirous, 
as I believe he is, of giving employment to the 
men he referred to-about whom I think there 
has been a great deal more clamour than neces· 
sary ;-I don't believe there is such a large 
amount of labour unemployed as is represented, 
at any rate deserving labour ; there may be a 

number of loafers unemployed, but I believe the 
number of real labouring men out of employ­
Inent is very small ;-however, if the hon. gen­
tleman is desirous of giving them immediate 
employment he has ample me:ms at his disposal 
in the way of public works, by which he could 
employ all this labour even in the city of Brisbane. 
There is a sum of £100,000 voted for public offices ; 
the plans have been in for a considerable time, 
and if tho:-:;e workR are set on foot a,t once 
ample employment will be provided for all work­
ing 111eu desironR of obta,ining it. No good or 
sufficient reasons lmve been shown why the raii­
ways in question should be proceeded with. lf 
railways are to be made, 1 think there are others 
that have special claims for consideration. There 
is the Springsure rnilway, which the hou. th~ 
:Minister for Lands especially promised to see 
carried through. The hon. gentlmnan having· 
made that special promise-let us hope not solely 
forelecti,meering purpose><, but under which he in­
duced his opponent to withdraw from the field­
! am sure that when his hon. colleague the ::\fin. 
isterfor \Vorksconsiders the position he has place<] 
himself in by that promise, he will see his way, at 
an early elate, to call for tenclers for the Spring· 
sure railway ; and as the plans, specifications, 
and so forth, luwe been approved by both 
Houses of Parliament, I cannot see how any 
difficulty arises in the way of a large number of 
men being employed upon those works. 1 need 
hardly ;..;ay~it goes without Hayiug alrno!'>t~ 
that we have no intention of doing anything- to 
oppose the J<:stimates; awl if an Appmpriation 
Bill should l1e re<plired in the meantime we 
will be most happy to assist in passing it. 

THE LATE INTJ<;JWOLOKTAL COKVEJ\. 
TION. 

The PRE:un:R said: ::\Ir. Speaker,-Last 
week I gave notice of two resolutions, 'vhich 
I am snre the House will pardon me fur 
referring to together : the first approving of 
the resolutions adopted at the Intercolonial Con­
vention held in Sydney in November and 
December last year, referring to the relationship 
of Australasia to the islands of the Pacific-~­
the general relations of the British dominions in 
the S0uthern Seas tothoseislands; and the secoml, 
a resolution to the effect that an address be pre­
sented to Her Majesty praying that a Billma.v 
be introduced into the bnperial Pm·liament 
for the purpose of constituting !.L Federal Council, 
on the basis of the Draft Bill adopted by th" 
Convention. I now rise to move the first resoln­
tion, asking the House to record its approYal of 
the resolutions adopted by the Convention, with 
respect to what is sometimes called the immediate 
foreign relations of Australasia. I do not pro­
pose to address the House at any great length on 
the subject, nor do I think it nece8Sary; but I 
must make a fewobser1 ations by way of introduc­
tion. I need not refer at length to the correspon­
dence which gave rise to the calling together of the 
Convention-or, as I should much prefer to call 
it, the Conference. It may be sai<l to have 
originated from the action of the late Premier, Rir 
Thomas Mcllwraith, in despatching 11r. Chester 
to New Guinea for the purpose of annexing 
the eastern portion of the island to the British 
dominions. That action waR, as nlight have bee11 
expected, disallowed by the Imperial Govern­
ment, but it had the effect of calling :tttentinn 
to the position of ~ew Guinea, and also hetd 
aroused smne of the neighbouring colonies to :1 

state of enthusiasm with respect to some of 
the islands in the Pacific, which would other. 
'vise not have been so soon aroused. I give 
Sir Thomas :Mci!wraith all credit for tlmt. 
\Vhether I agreed with his action or not at the 
time, I am bound to admit that the result, so far 
as it has gone, has been good and satisfactory. 
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We 3,re in "' better position now in reg>trcl to the 
relationship Letween t~-reat Britain and the 
i;.;lands in the Southel'n SeaH th~Ln we were 
twel\'e nwnths ago. I mn nnt going to give an 
el,borate account of what the Convention did. 
It will be seen from the report of the proceeding" 
that there wa." not at first un,nimity of opinion. 
A dmft resolution''""'' laitl upon the t"'ble by JI.Ir. 
Service, Prmnier of Victoria, on the second day. 
It will be found on 1mge li of the proceedings of 
the Convention:-
'•1. r:t~hat it is c:-.~ential to the fnt.nrc "\Ycll-l)eiug of A us~ 

tralasin that ]~astern Xew Guinea,, all(l the "~csteru 
Pacifie lslaud~ft·om the equator to the Xmv Hebrides, 
should not fall iuto the hanrt:s of any foreign 
]Jower. 

"2. 'rlwt, in order to preclude the po:o:Jibility of so cli:;;as­
trons an event, it is clesirable to urge on the 
Imperial Government the nc(~cssity of at once 
either annexing sncll or those land~ in respect to 
whieh no understanding exists with any other 
power, or of establishing such a protectorate O\Cr 
them as will secure tllem from foreign oeimp~ttion. 

"3. 'l'llat the colonies represented at thiR Convention 
are wllling to bea,r such share of the cost entailed 
on the mother-country hy sueh annexation or pro­
tectorate a.:-; may be deemed fa,ir allil rensonable. 

"·1·. 'l'llat. on behalf of our respective <'Olonic~, we pro­
te~t in tile strougc::.;t manner against the proposal of 
the ]i1rencll nntion to pour onL on any of thesJ 
l>acilic Isla11(ls the offscourings of their <nvn people; 
and \Ye appeal to the Imperial Gm•enunent and to 
onr countrymen at home to save thb; 11ortion of the 
J<jmpire from so dire n. ealamity. 

'"5. r1'l1at, in view of the foregoing· resolutions. and of 
tile many :-nbjccts of preMsing importa11ee on wlii(•ll 
the eolonics. thonglt of oue mind. m·o nnalJlc to 
obtain united aetion owing to the absenee of some 
('Ollllltoll "'Hihority. the~ time hm; now arrived for 
(trawiug eloser the t.i(',.;; whieh biwl the colonies to 
eaeh other br the estnblislunent of a 1!1ederal Fnion 
in rugartl to ~sneh matters as this Convention shall 
~pe(•itieally detenuinc.'' 

On the s3,me cby I laid upon the table draft 
1'8W>lntions which embodied the views not only of 
myself and my colle<tgue, but of other members of 
the C'onvBntion. I g•we notice of t\yo resolutions 
which will be found immediately following those 
l h"'ve read, and n comparison of the two sets of 
resolutions will sufficiently show the extent of 
divergence of opinion at the connnencen1ent of 
the proceedings. J\Iy own resolutions were "'s 
follows:-

"I. 
'' 1. That in the OJllnion of this Conference lt is 

f)Sscmtial to the safety and welfare of the British 
Dominions in j._ustrala~ia that. no portion of 1 he 
neighbouring islnnds, anrl espev~lally that no portion 
of the easkrn half of the island of :Xew Guinea, 
should fall into the hands of any foreign power. 

"2. rrhat the rapid extension of Australasian entenn·i~c 
awl trade, and the attention whieh has for some 
time pa . ..,t been Ur<.Lwn to Xew Guinea. render it 
ecrta.in thnt that island will shortly be inhabited hv 
many adventurous subjects of ol·eat 11ritain anll 
other nation~, whose relations with the native 
tribes, in the ah~ence of any )Jrovisions for the 
maintenance of law awl order and the protection of 
lHe and vroperty, cannot fail to give rise to ~erions 
diflieulty and. embarrassment. 

"3. rnmt, having regard to these considerations, and 
<'.OnSiclering" fnrthCl' that the lJl'OViSiOUS Of the 
Forelg-n Jurisdiction Acts aml the Onlers in Conncil 
to1· the government of British snl)jects in the 
-\Y(;;;.;tern Paeitic are wholly iuadeqtwte to meet the 
requirements of existing eircnmstanees, this Con­
ference, while fnll.Y recognising that the responsi­
lJility o~ extendjng the boundaries of the Empire 
belongs to the Imperial Government, resolves that 
lt is urgently necessary, as well for the security of 
the Australasian portion of Her ::\Iajesty's Dominions 
as for the prevention of otherwise inevitable e\·ils, 
tlmt sneh measures should at once be adopted as 
will most ('Onvcniently and effectively secure the 
ultima.te incorporation with the British Enqrire of 
that J.lOl'iion of the island of ~cw Guinea whiell is 
not elaimed by ally civilised l_JOWCr, an(i further that 
immediate provision should be made for the cxereise 
ot ~1wb Briti~l1 jnri~didion within the isbnHl a~ will 
~t.:t:1U'e the attainmuJ.t, of these olJjects, 

"4. rrhat the Australasian Colonies. l'Cl1resented. nt this 
Conference, wHl eheerrnl!y aefrn.y by contrilmtiou, 
ln proportion to their population, the reasonable 
expenses incurred in giYing effect to their wit5lws. 

H 5. 'l'hat these resolutions be communie~Lted to the 
Right Honourable the Seeretary of State for the 
Colonies. to 1Je submitted for Her :L\1::-tjesty's ltoyal 
consideration, and for snch aetion as slw may thin!( 
proper to direct, with a Yiew to giving effect to the 
earnest desire of her loyal subjects in A.ustralia. 

"II. 
" 1. rnmt it is desira1Jle that n Federal Australasian 

Conneil should be Cl'Catc(l for the purpose of dealing 
with the following matters-

(lJ The -:.\-larine Defence:-; of Australasia., beyond 
territorial limits. 

{21 )!attcrs affecting the relations of Anstral-
nsia with the Lslands of tl10 Pacific. 

(:1} 'l'he prevention of the inttux of Criminals. 
( 1-) rl'he regulation of Quarantine. 
(51 Snch other matters of general Australasian 

interest as mn~· he referred to it by Her 
Majesty orb~· auy of the Australasian Legis­
latures. 

"2. Tha.t u Committee he- appointed to consider and 
repOI't. npon the best modo of eon~tituiing the 
Council, <'d1d the dc11nitiou of its functions and 
authority." 

It will be .-<een that to some extent the two 
sets of resolution-..~ run upon Riinilar lineH, 
though there is also a considemble divergence. 
After long discus;;ion and c"'refnl revision of the 
language w~ed, the Convention unanin1onsly 
adopted the resolutions set out in the notice of 
motion upon the table to-d"'y :-
"1. '!'hat. any further a~quisition of' dominion lJ.\' any 

forcig·n pmver lu any of the islawls of tlm 1\'L1tern 
I>aci1ic would be highly deLrirnentaJ to tlle future 
~afcty and well-being or the British possessions iu 
Au;;:;traln~ia. as well as illjnrjon." to the interests of 
the wlwlc Empire. 

H 2, rrlmt having regard to t.he geographh~<ll }JOSition Of 
the island of se,v Guin,'n., tlw rapid exten,.:;ion of 
British trade and euterpri.-;c in 11ones ::!traits. the 
eel'tainty that the i:~laud will shortly be inbnbited 
by many adventntons ~;nl)jeets or GrCat Britn.in and 
other nation~. and tlJe iu:-vlcqnac.r of. any existing 
laws for rcgnlatin~ their rela.tion~ with the native 
tribes, this Convention, while full~' rccoguislng that 
the responsibility of extending the boundaries or 
the l<Jmpire belongs to the Imperial Government., is 
emphatically of opinion that such steps shoHld be 
immediately taken as will most conveniently and 
eft'eetively secure the ineorporation with the 
BritiRll Empire of so much o! Xew Guinea ns i.:.l not 
Plahned by the Government of Holland. 

":3. 'l'ltat although the understanding arrived at in 1878 
between Great Brit:-tin a.nd Franee, recognising- the 
independence of the Xmv Hebrides, vrecludes this 
Convention from ma.king any recommendation with 
re.-;pect to those isla.nds. the Convention urges upon 
Her :J.Ia.jesty·s <lovernment the extreme desirability 
that snch understanding 8lwuld be embodied in 
some dcfinlte aurl permanent eng-agement, which 
shall Hecnre thelll against falling nnder any foreign 
dominion; at the same time the Convention trnsts 
that Her :Jiajesty's Uovel·mnent will avail itself of 
any opportnnity that may arise for negotiating with 
the Government o[ Ji'ram~c. with the ohjeet of ~*~cur­
ing the control of tho.se islanfls in the interests of 
A lUJtrala.sia. 

"4. 'l'llat the Gov,:rnments reprt>'lented at thls Conven­
tion undertake to submit and recommend to their 
respective Pa.rliamonts such measures as mav he 
necessary for clefrayinfS, in proportion to their p(J pu­
hLtion, such share of the east incnrrell in giving 
eft'eet to the foregoing resolutions as Her ::\lajesty·~ 
Government may reqnire. 

•' 5. 'rlmt the Conveutillll protests in the strongest ma.n­
ner against the declared intention of the Govern­
ment of Prance to t.ranspol't large numbers ot 
relapsed criminals to the Preuch pos.s·''lsions in the 
Pacific, and urge-:; Her .Jia.jes.ty's Government to use 
every means in its power to prevent the adoption of 
n course so disastrous to the in terest.s of Anstral­
nsia. 

"G. r.l'hat the Convention expresses a confident l1ope 
that no penal settlement for Ul€ rcce}Jtion of l·~nro­
pean criminals will long continue to ex1st in the 
l•aeitic ; and invites Her ::uajesty's Government to 
make to the Government of Ji1rance stwh scrionR 
revr~~~euta.tiom: olJ thi~ s.nbjed as lll<Lj' be ,ll'emell 
t~.xpcdit'n1, 
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~~ 7, 'J'hat these resolntiOUS he COllll111lllicated to the U.i_ght 
IIouonrahle t.hc Secretar> of State for the Colonic:-;, 
to Uc submitted for Her l\lajesty's Royal eonsider­
ation, and for snch w·tion as she may think }H'oper 
to rlirect, with a view to giYing ettect to the earnest 
desire of her loyal subjects in Australa.sia." 

Those are the resolntiom upon what is some­
times called the annexation branch of the sub­
ject, and I will say one or two words before 
passing from them. The propositions adopted by 
the Convention were, in short, these : That it was 
highly undesirable tlmt there should be any fur­
ther acC[nisition of territory in New Guinea or in 
the Pacific by Foreign Powers. We anticipated 
that _A ustra.la~ia, wa:-; going to becon:1e a large 
British dmninion, and \Ve unanin1outdy carne to 
the conclusion-including the Cro\vn colonies­
that it was highly umle~imble that any foreign 
power ~honld ::tC(lnire any fnrther (hnninion in 
the Prteifie than they had <tlrendy obtnined. \V e 
(lid not eon~lder it desirable, as ~ome pcnmns np­
parently ha v·e <1one, to >tttempt to dictate or sug­
ge~t to the Imperial Government how to carry that 
objed iHto effect; thnt certainly was a matter 
for the exerciHe of the fnnctions of the Imperial 
Power. For the san1e reason, \vhibt \Ve placed 
on record a xtrnno· opinion with rega.rrl to New 
Ci-uinea., we 1nerely Ul'ged upon the hup(:;rial Gov­
ermnent the desirability of taking steps to secure 
the incOl'poration nf that island with the British 
Dtnninion~, and that it was highly necf'>,K-U.ry 
that it should not belong to any other power 
thrtn (}reat Britain. \Vith reHpect to the New 
Hebride.~, it was impo"ible for the Convention 
to do nwre than urge Bnch action as was conr:;is­
tent with the tmderstanding arrived at in 1878 
between Cire::tt Britain and France reNpecting 
the imlependence of those islands. They 
could not recmnn1end any a.ction in viola­
tion of treaty obligations, bnt trusted that 
the Imperial Government would avnil them­
se! ves of any opportunity to secure the control 
of those iolanck They further urged that steps 
should be taken to prevent the w;e of the Pacific 
as a rubbish-heap for criminals. The representa­
tive:-; of the Govern1nents lJre::;ent abo undertook 
to sub1nit to their respective Legi~latures rnea­
sures of pern1anent ~tppropriation of nwney in pro­
portion to the population of the colonieh to meet 
the expenditure incurred. I think there can be 
no difference of opinion aJJOut that action. \V e 
are eRpecially intere8ted in any foreign acqui::;i­
tion of territory in New G-uinf'.1.t, and we rnay 
fairly bear a proportion of the expenditure which 
111ight be incurred in giving effect to our wishes. 
,.-fhose resolutions are those \Vhich were agreed 
to at the Conference, and a. re those which I now 
submit to the House, and ask the House to 
express its approval of. They were adopted 
unanimouoly by the member,; of the Con­
ference, after very careful con.sideration and full 
discusoion. Another C[nestion which was con­
sidered at the Con V•cntion was that of the estab­
lishment of a J<'ederal Council. That io the subject 
of another motion which succeecls on the notice­
paper the one on which I have been speaking, and 
it is a Ruhject upon which I now wish to Ray a 
few words. I may oboerve, and hon. members 
will not have forgotten, that a committee was 
appointed by the Conference to draft a Bill to 
constitute a J<'edeml Council for Australasia. 
A Bill Wets drawn up by the committee aml was 
very carefully revised-not only in committee, 
but afterwards by the whole Conference at two 
or three different sittings. :Most of the members 
had very great Hkill in drafting, nnd very great 
care was taken with the Bill; so th:tt even 
matters which might be pointed to as omis­
sions, were in every inHtance detern1inecl upon 
after the very fullest consideration. After the 
Bill was adopted and tinnily agree<! to, I sub­
mitted the following rc,olution, w hi eh appears 
on page 17, and which was also adopted :-

"That tlJis ConYention, recognising that the time ha~ 
not yet arrived at which a complete Federal Union 
of the AnstraJa-:ian Colonic:-~ <mn be attained, bnL 
considering that thrre a.rc many matters or general 
interest with re~peet to 'vhich united action wonlcl 
be advantageous. adopts the accowpanying clrafL 
}~ill for the con:-:;titntion of a Federal Council, as 
tletining the matter::. upon which in it.-; opinion 
snch united action is both desirable and practicable 
at the pre~ent time, and as embodying the pro­
visions best adapted to secure that object, so far as 
it h; now capable of attainrncnt." 

That indir.<ttes preci;;ely the object with which 
the Bill was framed. It recognises that it is in 
some measure practicalJle to apply federation to 
the Austmlian Colonies, but it abo r0cognisestlmt 
the time has not yet arrived for a complete federa­
tion ; but unfortunately this reoolntion was tele­
graphed to :England with the word~ ''not ~ret" left 
out, so that in most of the :Englieh papers in 
which notices have appeared of the matter the 
reHnlntinn read;;:-'' That this Convention, reeo.~~ 
nising that the time has anived." Thi:-; is 
an extraordina.ry IniBtake which ha,~ not heen 
sufficiently accounted for, and I am afraid that 
it has given rise to a.n error which has per~ 
nu:letl the 1ninds of ~t great 1n<1ny people in f+reat 
Britain, and ha.s given ri::-;e to the very unsatis~ 
factory position in which the matter semns to be 
in London. I received, t'vo or three days ago, a 
cmn1nunication frotn 1-Ir. Sel'vice, in which he in~ 
formed me of an interview between the Agent­
General for the colony of Victoria and the 
lJnder Secretary of State for the Colonies, in 
which the latter gentleman stated that Her 
:Majesty's Govemment would dn nothing with a 
view to the annexation of X ew (J.uinea. until AnH­
tralia W>~s federated. There is no necessary con­
nection, to my mind, between the resolutions 
which I now submit to the House, and of 
which I now ask the House to ap]Jrnve, and 
that clealing with the constitution of a Federal 
Council. It W:t~ no part of the scheme of the 
Convention to undertake the annexation of the 
islands-it was no part of the ~cheme adopted 
by it, although I am bound to say that some of 
th~ members were highly favourable to the 
notion. I cannot help thinking tha,t iu England 
at the present time there i~ some misunderstand­
ing'" to what the opinion of the Convention was 
and also''" to what the public opinion of Austm­
lasia is upon these two questions. I believe the 
resolutions I now submit can be affirmed by this 
House without any difference of opinion ; but the 
other one, that referring to the :Federal Council, 
will, I think, probably reC[uire more careful con­
sideration. I do not think that the argument 
tlmt nothing can be done with rc6ard to 1'\ ew 
Guinea until Australia is federated can be urged 
as a reason why the Government should this ses­
sion press on the question of '' Federal Council. 
To my mind it seems to operate in an opposite 
direction, nnd if there is any n1isunder.standing 
on the point, I think the House should be fully in 
poo;ession of the views of the Secretary of ~tate 
upon it before they adopt the measure. That is 
my opinion, and I refer to these matters bcc.ause I 
am in freC[uent communication with the other 
colonies upon the subject, and because I wish the 
views of the Gnvermnent to be fully understood 
here as well as in the other colonies. It is a mat­
ter which applies to us nil, and one in which we are 
all working in conjunction. I shall not, therefore, 
pres.s on the resolution which stands next on the 
paper, and ask the House to agree to an address 
being presented to Her Majesty praying that a 
measure may be submitted to the Imperial Parlia­
ment upon the basiH of the draft Bill adopted by the 
Convention. I have no doubt that this House will 
meet again before the session of the Imperial P<tr­
liament has terminated, or nearly terminated, 
and I trnst the negotiations will then have taken 
such a funn that we ohall have some definite 
groundb to go on. :From the information of 
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which I am a,t present in possession, it seems 
tlmt we have made little progress in making 
ourselves intelligible to the Secretflry of State, 
beyond the position we occupied in October or 
Xovember la.~t. I will not now occupy the time 
of the How;e further, hut ask hon. members to 
agree to the re~olution~ of vvbic.:h I hrtve given 
notice, and which l will now rettd tu the H m me. 
1 iJec~ to nlo\·e-

!. That tlli:-: Hon~o, l1a vi11g harl nud()l' con:-:idr-ration 
!he followll1g n~~olntlon~ adopted :tt the Tntercolonial 
Conventiou heJrl h1 .Sydney in Xovcmber and December, 
l~;·_-1:3, llamcly--

.. l. That farther :~equisition of dominion in the 
Paciti(\ south of the Equator. by any i'oreign 
llower, would be highly detrimental to the 
:-:clt'et:: anrt. well-bein~ of the Rriti~h pos~c:-.~ion::; 
in Australasia, and. injurious to tlle interc:-;ts of 
the };m pi re; 

"~- 'l'ha.t thi~ Convention refrains from suggesting 
the adion by whieh effeet can hest be giYen to 
the foregoiug re~olutio11, in the conttdent belief 
that the Imperial Govermnent will promptly 
a.rlopt the wise~t ancl most effeetnai mea:-;ures 
for ~ecuring the sa.fet:; and contentment of this 
portion of Her .)!ajc~ty's Dollliuions; 

•· 3. That haviug regard to the geographicalJJOsitiou 
of the island of Xew Guinea, thP rapid exten­
sion of Briti'3h trade and enterprise in Torres 
~traits, the certainty that the island ·will 
sllortly be the resort of many adventurous sub­
jects of Great Britain antl other nations, and 
the abscnee or iuade(1nacy of any existing laws 
t'or regulating their rpJat ions with the native 
tribes. this Convention, while fully recognising 
I h:.Lt the responsibility of extending the bonn­
daries of the Empire belongs to the Imperial 
novernment., is emphatically of opinion that 
~neb l:lteps slwulrt be ilnlttelliately taken as will 
lttost eonycuicntly and effectively secm·c the 
lueorporntion with the British Empire of so 
HllH'h of Xew Gninea, and the small islands 
arljaecnt thereto. as is not cht.imed by the Gm-­
m·mncnt of the Xctllerlands; 

"4. That. although the understanding arrived at 
iu 187~ between Great. Britain alHl France, 
reeognisil1g the independence of the Xew 
Hebrides, appears to prcelude this Convvntion 
from mal..::iug any rceonnmendation inconsistent 
with that understanding, the Convention urges 
Hpon Her J.\Iajest.y's Government that it is 
extremely desirable that such understanding 
should give plaee to !-iome more definite engage­
ment, which shall secure those islands from 
falling under any foreign domit.ion; at the 
sa.me time the Convention trusts that Her 
::\Iajesty's Government ·will avail itself of imy 
opvortunity that may m·ise for negotiating with 
the Govcrmnent of France. with the object of 
obtaining the cont.rol o! those islands in the 
intere:~b or .\.nstralasia; 

•· 5. That the Governments represented ut this 
Convention undertake to snbmit and rccom­
meud to their respective l.Jegislatnres measures 
of permanent Appropriation for defraying, in 
proportion to population, such share of the cost 
incnrrefl in giving effect to the foregoing resolu­
tion~ as Her )lajcsty's Government, having 
regard to the relative importance of Imperial 
and An~tra1asian intercstt;, may deem fair and 
reasoua ble ; 

•· u. '!'hat the Convention protests in the strongest 
nmnner against the declared intention of the 
Government of France to transport large mun­
bers of relapsed criminal.'3 to the French 
JlO~~~essions in the Pacific, and urges Her 
.:\Iajesty's Government to nse every means in its 
}Jower to prevent the ttdoption of a course so 
disastrous to the interests of Au.~tralasia and 
the Pacific Islands; 

·· 7. '!'hat the Convention _ex1n·esscs a confident hope 
that 110 penal scttlCment for the reception of 
European criminals \Villlong continue to exi~t 
in the Pacific, and invites Her :Jiajesty's Govt•rn­
mcnt to maJ\.e to the GoYernment of Prance 
sneh serious revre~entations on this subject as 
1nay b-0 deemed expedient ; " 

l'C('onls its entire approval of the Raid resolutions. 
2. That an Addro::-;s be presented to His Excellency 

the Governor infonning him of the foregoing- rel'3olntion. 
~Ir. l\IOREHE"\ 1) said: T need hardly say 

that '', far a; this side of the House is concernecl, 
we have not the olightest intention of in any way 
opposing the motion of the hon, gentleman, On 

the other hand, we heartily concur in every word 
of the resolutions he has moved ; and we do this 
with a most hearty feeling of gTatification, 
bemuse the action which precipitated the calling 
tog-ether of this Conference was the action of the 
leader of this party in the House, thoug-h he 
is now absent from it. "'IVithout the prompt .oml 
proper action of Sir 'l'homas lVIcllwmith, in 
taking pos~eH~ion of New Uninea in the 1uune of 
the (c/,ueen, althoug-h tlmt action was afterwards di:;. 
allowed, the~e re~olution::; would never have lJeen 
bronghL fonnml at all. A higher compliment to 
the st<ttesmanship of SirThomas!Vlcllwraith could 
not be paid than that its outcome should be this 
Conference between the lmtding statesmen of the 
colonies, gttthered together to discuos the ques­
tion to which he had given rise, In my opinion 
the colony received but scant justice from the 
heads of the Colonial Office when the Secretary 
for State disallowed the action of Sir Thomtts 
J\lcllwraith; and that this opinion was shared by 
the other colonies is shown by these resolutions. 
Ther0 can be no doubt that the action taken by 
Sir Thorna' j\,.Icllwraith was taken as much in 
Imperial as in Au,;tralian interests. He looked 
up•m Australia as a part of the British Empire, 
and his action was as much that of a British 
citizen as a Queenslander. He saw perfectly 
\vell, as the Conference saw, the great danger 
ahead if these blands did not very soon come 
under the sway of the British Crown, and seeing 
that, he acted shortly, sharply, and decioively, and 
by so doing he brought more prominently to the 
front the strength of the great Australian people. 
I quite agree with the Premier that this is not 
the time to attempt to pass the :Federal Council 
Bill. It i::; too big a thing ; it is too large a 
measure to be attempted at the fag·-end of a 
scratch session. \V e cmmot deal with it now ; 
nor does it appear to me that there is any 
great desire on the part of the southern colonies 
to deal with the que,;tion. Kew South \Vales 
has been <J.nite silent, and all the other colonies 
except South Au,;tralia, which made some 
movement in it a few days ago. I think, there­
fore, with the Premier that the Federal Council 
Bill can be better dealt with next session. I hold 
that if thege resolutions are passed-and they 
ought to be passed-unanimously, I have not the 
slightest doubt that if representations are made 
through the proper channels to the Imperial 
authorities at home they will see that the 
demands made by the colonies of Australasia 
are based upon ju~tice, and Inust receive recogni­
tion at their hands. I beg to second the motion. 

Question put and passed. 

lcEDEHAL COUI\CIL OI<"' AUSTRALASIA 
BILL. 

On the motion of the PREMIER, the 
following motion was postponed until Tuesday, 
JVIarch 4th :-

'l'ha.t a humble Address be presented to Her ::\Iajest:r, 
pra,ying that Her .IUa,jesty may be gra.c:ionsly pleased to 
enuse a measure to be submitted to the Imperial 
Pa.rliament for the purpose of constituting a Pederal 
Council of Austra.lasia,, upon the basis. of the Draft Bill 
adopted by the Convention held iu :Sydney in months of 
Xovembcr and December, 1883. 

BRISBAKE V ALLEY BRANCH 
HAlLWAY. 

The MINISTER :B'OR WORKS, in reference 
to the following motion standing in his name-

1. rnmt the Honse approves of the plan, section. and 
book of reference of the proposed extension, scetion 2, 
of the Rri.s1Jane Valley Braneh Railway, as laid upon the 
table of the House, 21st I~e bruary, IRS·.t. 

2. '!'hat the plan, section, and book of reference be 
forwarded to the Legislative Council, for their approval, 
by mcs~a::::e in the HHLUL·l form. 
-Haid he had put the nwtion on the naper to 
endeavour to prevent the men now emp1oyed on 
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the line being thrown out of employment. There 
waH a large number of people all<mt the city out 
of work ; and when the first section of the Bris­
bane Valley Branch Hailway was completed a 
further number would be out of employment. 
He regretted very much that the leader of the 
Oppo;;ition did uot see hio way to aJlow the 
nwtion to JH.li:;R without opposition, at-i it would not 
te~ke up nmch time; hut "" the hon. memher 
hnd refuse<! he (the :\linister for \Vorb) would 
1 •e compelled to postpone it till tlmt day weel<. 

1:.\.TL\VAY .FR<Y~\ISTA:\THOIU'E TO THE 
130llDEU. 

The 1\IH\ISTEH l<'Oll WOHKS, in refer­
ence to the rnotion standing in his narne-

1. That the llon::;e approve,s of the plan, Hectiou, anrl 
hook of referencP of the propo:-.cll Sonthern J~xten . ..;ion 
ft·om Stauthorpe to the Bord.er, as laid upon the i<lble of 
the House, 22nd l,ebruary, 1881. 

2. That. the plan, sel'i·ion. awl book of rcfcrmwn be 
forwarded to the Lef.{i~lative Couneil, for their al)Pl'OYal, 
hy me~sage in the usual form. 

-said that that was a much more important 
motion than the one he lmd just alluded to, 
hecause there was in the Rail way yards some 
£14 000 worth of nmterialfor the extension of the 
rail~vay from Stanthorpe to the border, and it was 
lYing there u8eless. He did not know how long 
it had been there ; but at all events it would 
have been much better had the money been in 
the bank at interest instead of lying in the shape of 
fish-plates and rails. However, it did not suit the 
Opposition to let the motion go on, and he had no 
option but to po,;tpone it until that day week. 

]\Ir. MACUOSSA::'\ said the rnils and fich­
plates could be made serviceable on other lines ; 
it wns simply a matter of transit. 

The MINISTER :FOR WORKS : They nre 
heavier rails. 

Mr. MACROSSAN said they conld be used on 
the Maryhorough line. 

The MINTSTEH J<'OR WORKS : I won't 
take such ad vice as tlmt. 

:¥Ir. l\IACROSSAN : You ·are very particular. 

SUPPLY-RESU.:\fPTION OF 
COMMITTEE. 

On the motion of the PRE:\'IIER-that the 
Sp~aker leave the chair and the House re,olve 
itself into Committee of Supply-

Mr. NOlcTON said he wiohed to say a few 
words with regard to what fell from the Premier 
on Friday in connection with the Commission of 
the Peace. He drew attention to a smnllmatter 
with regard to a Mr. Skyring, and said--

The SPEAKEU: It is necessary to call 
the attention of the House to the question that it 
is contrary to the rnle' of Parliament to refer 
to a previous debate. The Premier was quite 
right, on Ifriday 1norning last 1 in drawing 
attention to the fact that that discussion had 
heen irregularly introduced in the same way. 

Mr. XOHTON said he would direct attention 
to the 85th Standing Order. 

The SPEAKJU~ : I will read the Standing 
Order:-

•· Xo member shall allude to any debate of the same 
:-:f'~sion, upon a tgwstion or Hill not being then under 
fii.-;cussion. except by the indnlgenee of the House for 
JH:rsonal explanation." 
Hon. members will perceive that that is the very 
point upon which I rule ; and to show that it is 
'tnite in accordance with parliamentary practice, 
I will quote from "May," page 327 :-

"It is a wholeflome rcstra:int upon members to prevent 
thr·rn from reviving a rt.eba.te already eonclutlcd: for 
othenvise n debate might be interminable, and there 
wonlrl he little nse in preventing the sallle question or 
Bill frolll lJeiug offcrc1t t'vit'c in the same sm;t>ion, if, 
'\itbout being offcrell, its merits mi;:;llt be disuu~~e<l 
agilill aud agaiu." 

The authority referred tn by May was in 
reference to whnt transpired in the House of 
Comnwns on the 28th J<'ebruary, 184.5, which I 
will rend to the House :-

" ::\Ir. l;. 1~. nocHE said that. he ha(l a question to ask of 
the hon. and lcaruerlmewher for Bath, for the pnrpn::;e of 
asking which he had <'0JtlC expre..;sly from Irclan(l. As 
tlli~ was a qnc:-;tion referring- to ~l Platter in w}li('b he 
[t~Jt 1 hat his l'lutrat·kr as a me m her of that House anrl 
a ~cntlemall -..va::; emwcrncd. he trnstcd hr -..vas not a~ k­
ing too lttnch of the 1Tonse ill hep;g-ing to hf' allowcft to 
tnakc a few lH'Climinary rmnarks b.\' \Y}lY of cxvla1mtlon 
of tile grmmrl-; on which lw asked H A Yer.v ·~!tort time 
sinec he .-..LW with cnnsider:.tblr- astoni:-:hmeut a ~peef'h 
nttrihntPU to the hou. gentlcmrm in the '1'~ •IIUii news­
paper. 

":.11'. St·t·:.\.KER said that the lton. rnemherwas lrre;;n­
lnr in ret~._·tTing- to a new;.;paper for what w:ts said in that 
llonse in a previous dcl1atP. 

·· Jlr. Ror'HI·:: Well, thon, llleard of asDee<'h whil'h ha" 
bf;en attrlbntPd to the hon. and lcarne<l. gent\Pmtlll, iu 
wllich [ 1ind tlte following- word:::, in allutllllg to a lm·gc 
body of Irish me1nhcrs :-

,.~Tlwy ha.Ye rnn a\vayfrom their po~t..;;.' 
"1lr. SPt·: \.Kt·: 1c It i~flUite f~vitlcnt from the hon. gentle­

man's ohservation1':l that he i~ referring to a spce(~h made 
bY the hon. and learned mc1nber for Bath in a. former 
debate; and I mn~t inform the hon. member that it is 
(tnite irregnl<tr for any hon. gentleman to allude to <t 
Jn·cvions debate. 

"-:\lr. Hoc!IJ<:: I may be prnnitted, a.t an~· rate, to a~k 
this question: Certain obsernttions, I understand, were 
madc-~UplJO~ing that they were made--

,, .Jlr. ~l'EAKJm saiil he wa·~ SUl':t--} the House would feel 
that it was quite impossible that the hon. member could 
he allo"\ved to refer to any words spoken by another hon. 
member in a previous debate." 

I may also add that l\fr. Speaker J3ctrton, of the 
New South \Va1es Legislative AHsembly, has re­
cently giYe!! a decision on a similnr rruestion under 
the following circum8tnnces :-:Hr. JlilcElhone 
had nmde a statement to the Honse that the 
manager of the Bank of X ew South \Vales, 1\Ir. 
Sheppard Smith, had forced the Government to 
fhmt their loan through his bank when the Gov­
ernment had decitled to float it through the Bank 
of Englnnd. To that statement the Po,;tmaster­
General (Mr. Trickett) stnted "It is a lie." On 
the following day ::Yir. 1\lcElhone came to the 
House, armed with a letter to subHtantiate the 
truth of his allegation, and wns about to read it, 
when the Speaker interrupted him as follows:-

"'3-Ir. SPEAKER sairt. it was not in order to mnJm any 
refercnec to a, former debate, and nothing said outside 
1 he House with reference to the debates in Parliament 
could be admitted to in1inenee the House." 

H.eference was here again 1nade to l\Ir. Trickett's 
expressions. 

'· .Jlr. ~l'J·:.\.KER: The hon. member for Paddington 
st.~tes that what he de8el'ibed to be a lie was a statement 
made to the hon. member, and not the statemr-nt of the 
lH,n. 1nember himself. It is not within my power to go 
outside the lnw of Parliament, and any letter which has 
even any inferred rcfcrcnee ton debate in the House 
cannot be re<L<l, for tltc reason that the House is the 
sole debating authority here. 

,, ::ur . .:\IcELHo.:'l ~-:: [saY if I <tm not allowed to read Lhe 
letter in the llon~e I will have it printed in the rre~s, 
and let the whole country J.;:now of it. 

.. :Jlr . .Sl'KAKt:H.: ·will the hon. gentleman inform me 
if the letter was written before the llebate :-· 

"J[r . .JicELltoXE: Xo. I went to .Jir. Rwan this morning 
and got it from ltim. 

'' 3lr. Sn:AKJ:It: If it "\vcre written after the ctebatt, I 
am afraid it will be diiiicult to show that it was not 
written with reference to the debate. \rill the lwn. 
gentle1nan permit me to read the letter r [The letter 
was hanrtec't to .Jir. Speaker, who read it .J It nppears to 
me, if I am eorrectly inforllled, tlmt at a previous debate 
there was a statement made by the hon. member. with 
reference to whieh the hon. member t'or Paddington 
u:-:;cd the word~, 'It is a lie,' referring either to the 
~tatement made by ::ur. J.IeElhonc or to him in person, 
but the Postmaster-ncneral now sa vs it referred to the 
~tatemeut made by him. The lettc1: referred to begin~ 
lH' a distinct reference to the eonYcr . ..;a,tion with .Jlr. 
T'i·i(~kett, antl contain~ words referring to what oceurrcd 
in a lll"f'\'lon~ flehatc. I must Jay it (tO"\vn that as the 
bodY of the lcttrr-its substauee-~-i~ \\Tittcu on account 
of ;~. d~'bate, or word::. u::::~cl in a debate, in the House, 
the reading of the letter will not be admi6sible. 
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•· ::\Ir. ::\IcELHo~E eontinncd to refer to the matter. 
" .Jlr. K!'E.uo:H ~ai(l that whilst the rnle prohibited him 

fro1n ITarlin_g- t.110 letter, it equally probihitcd him from 
:->tat:ing its pnrport. It might be an incouvcuience, and. 
sometime.-; might beau injustiec, that one hou. ).!,'Cut le­
man shonlcl not have an opportunity of repl~·ing to 
another hon. member in the way dcsirert., still ~1wh 
wu·e the rules of the House, ancl he 'vas compelled to 
eH force them." 
The House will thu,. perceive that all authorities 
are in conformity with the Standing Order I have 
read, and that it is decidedly contrary to the law 
of Parlia,ment to refer to 11 previous debate. 

Mr. NOHTOX said he would dmw attention 
to the fact that the question was not a new one. 
Tt was still the same question w hi eh hac! been 
broug-ht forward at the last meeting of the House. 

The SPKAKEH : The hon. member will ner­
mit me to "W th:tt the motion that the Spe:1ker 
lea,,·e the chair was at the htst meeting- decided 
in the :tf!inuative at the close of the debate, rtnd 
th:tt the HmtNe re,;oh·ecl it.,elf into '" Committee 
of Supply and \'oted several mms of money. 

:'\[r. J\IACW lSSAX said he thought that the 
Speaker war-; quite correct in hi8 l'PJing that no 
member Nhonld refer to wlmt had taken pbce in 
a. previou~ cleba,to, except with the concurrence 
of the House. If such a thing were allowed 
there would be no finality. He could point out 
a way in which the hem. member for Pnrt Curtis 
could scty what he wished to say withont infring­
ing any rnle of the Houst>. In going into Con1-
mittee of Supply, a member conld ventilate any 
g-rievctnce of his or of his conNti.tuent:-:;, and there­
fore, if the hon. member for Port Cmtis thoug-ht 
that any of hiH conf;titnents had been aggrieved 
through any 0111issions frmn the Cuuuni:-;sion of 
the Peace, or from any particular person being 
put on the Commission of the Pe;<ce, he could 
bring it up, and refrain frmn referring to what 
took place on a former debate. 

Mr. SCOTT said if the question that the 
House go into Committee of Supply was dif­
ferent from any other question which came 
before the House, it w:ts '" <tuestion that so 
long as the session lasted was never fairly ended 
until 8upply w:ts gmntecl. The ruling given by 
the Speaker w:ts perfectly clear with regard to 
any question which had been determined. So 
long as a question was open, it could he referred 
to again. He had stated th:tt as his opinion, 
that so long as the <!Ue.,tion was not detinitely 
settled it could be referred to at any time. The 
qum;tion of going into Con1mittee of Supply was 
never definitely settled until Supply was granted. 
It appeared to him, therefore, that the question 
was in the 'mne position :ts a motion that had 
been adjourned. 

The :;\ll::"J'ISTEH FOR \VOHKS said he 
hoped the Spe:tker would suspend his ruling and 
allow the h<m. member (Mr. Korton) to proceed 
with wh:tt he had to say. They were losing br 
uwre tiJne in di.-;cnssing the que8tion than they 
would by allowing the hon. member to proceed. 

Mr. NOHTON said that, according to his 
reading of the Standing Order, it \vas Inerely a 
continuation of the di.scussion that \Vas begun the 
other night. On that occa,ion he pmposely 
postponed what he had to say, because the 
Prenlier said he was prepared to give hi1n the 
information he ''"kerl for, in order that he might 
refer to the promised reply later on. 

The SPEAKEit: The question on the occfl.sion 
referred to was that the Spe:tkerdo lea Ye the chair, 
:tnd the House resolve itself into a Committee of 
Supply. 'l'he House having, :tfter debate, gone 
into Committee of Supply, it must be assumed, 
conse<1nently, tlmt the deb;cte on the question 
w'"; closed. The hon. member can refer to :tny 
subject he plea,;es on the motion that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of Supply, so long 
as no reference j,, !llacle to a vreYiouo debate. 

1\Tr. XORTON said he shonltl not object to 
any rnling from the Ch>tir, >eltbongh in his 
opinion it "ras \Vrong, but under the circuJn­
stances he would ask permission of the House 
to say a fe'v \Vords on the answer given hy 
the Premier to a question put to him during- the 
previous debate. According to Han8anL, the 
following was wlmt took place on the occa­
sion:-

"He Olr. Xm·ton) wi:::;hcll. to know whether the 
Premier was preparc,d to give him any information on 
the subject now, or, if he did not "·ish to make the 
information pnblic, if he would mention it to him pri­
Yatelv ~ 

"'l'ho P1t1<:::\T rEn.: I am quite prepared to give yon the 
infonuation.'' 

Later on, after he (Mr. N orton) hac! left the 
House, the Premier said :-

" .."\lr. ~kyri11gwas ldt. off in conscqnrnce of infonna­
tinu hayiug- rea(·,hul the CovcrnnwuL :showing that he 
\Ya~ not a.Jit man to ~it on the bench." 

Tt was only fair to l\lr. Skyring that smuethin;:; 
should be saicl in connection with that nmtter, 
for the Prmuier'K Htaten1ent Wt_lS worHe tha.n 
anything that lmd been said before. \Vhat 
the hon. gentleman had previously said was 
that it was not the pmctice to give the inform­
ation asked for, and that was far better than 
making such a statement as th:tt of which 
he (l\ir. Korton) complained. He would point 
out that JYir. Skyring and his brother were the 
owners of a c<msidemble sheep st:ttion in the 
Port Curtis district. l\Ir. Skyring, nwreoYer, 
w;~s an officer of the Customs Department, and 
up to the end of the ye:tr was the only magistmte 
in the nei,;·hbourhood. There was :1 boiling­
down estnblishment there, and a sawmill, and a 
htrge number of people were settling on the 
place. There w:ts no other magistrate within 
thirty miles of the spot, and he knew of no one 
els'e there who was likely to be appointed '" 
rnagiKtrate in place of l\Ir. 8kyring, if his nan1e 
was still to be omitted from the Commission uf 
tbe Peace ; a,nd everyone requiring the services 
of a magistrate would have to tmvel thirty miles 
befnre he could find one. The removal was 
injurious not only to JYir Skyring, hut to the 
people of the neighbourhood, and it would have 
been only fair to l\Ir. Skyring to bave given 
the reasons which rendered him unfit to sit 
on the bench. He (::\fr. Norton) had never 
heard a word which would lead him to suppose 
tlmt there was any jnstific:ttion for such '" 
statement. JYir. Skyring was not only well 
known in the Port Curtis district, hut :tlso in 
Brisbane, and there were rnany gentlemen in 
Brisb:tne who could bear out what he h11d said of 
him. J\.Ir. Skyring was also 11 member and chair­
rnan of a divbional board, and as such "\Vas en­
titled to :tct as a magistrate within the district ; 
so that. although his n:tme w11s omitted from the 
Commission of the Peace, he was still a magis­
trate in the district as long as he remained the 
chairman of the divisional board. It seemed 
rather peculiar that lYir. Skyring's n11me should 
be struck off \\-hen other n:tmes were put on in 
places where there were already enough m11gis­
tmtes. The appointments in the town of Glad­
stone "\vere certainly not wanted, or, if they were, 
there were other men better qualified to fill the 
position than those appointed. He would not 
say one word against the respectability of the 
men who were appointed, bnt he would say that 
they were not so fit to occupy the position of 
InagiKtratef5 as others were. \Vhatever rnight be 
s:tid in jn.stification of the omission 11nd 11ppoint­
ments, almost e\·ery resident in the district, and 
a gre>l.t many others outside it, would come to the 
conclusion with Mr. Skyriug that they lmd been 
nmde for political reasons, >l.nd for no other 
re>eson whateYer. He regretted extremely that 
the Premier, in referring to the bnbject, had 
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r:i ven so vague an answer-indeed, he might 
characterise it as a cowardly answer, and one 
which, unless there was some very strong case 
against Mr. Skyring, appeared to be a slander. 
He did not believe there was any justifica­
tion for it ; but, whatever there was, it would 
be far better to state it plainly than to allow 
Mr. Skyring to lie under the slur which the 
Premier's answer cast upon him. 

Mr. ::\lOlU;IIEAD s:tid he thought the Pre­
mier should give some explanation with reference 
to Mr. Skyring. That gentleman was well 
known in Brisbane, where he resided for many 
years, and he himself had known him for a con­
'iderable time, and he had never heard one word 
against him. He thought the Premier ought not 
to be allowed, solely by virtue of his position in 
the House, to blast the reputation of Mr. Skyring 
or anyone else ; but that he should have told 
the House plainly what offence Mr. Skyring was 
;;uilty of which made him unfit to sit on the bench. 
He 'had never heard anything against Mr. 
Skyring ; he was held in high respect in the dis­
tr·ict-so high, that he had been made chairman 
of the divisional board, a ·position of great 
responsibility, and he (Mr. Morehead) again 
asked the Premier for a full explanation as to 
why he was removed from the Commission of 
the Peace. He knew him personally, and believed 
him to be a highly respectable man, well quali­
fied to fill the position. 

The PREMIER said he did not know whether 
the hon. members had asked the questions with 
any sinister object, but it looked very much like it. 
He did not think that he should, on any other 
occasion, depart from the usual rule and give no 
explanation-nu reasons. That was the best rule; 
but hon. members opposite had pressed him so 
earnestly for reasons that he violated the rule, 
and he was inclined to think he had made a 
mistake in doing so. The reason he had given 
was that, according to information in the posses­
sion of the Government, Mr. Skyring was not a 
suitable person to be on the Commission of 
the Peac€. He could give no further information. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : \Vill you produce the 
papers if they are called for ? 

The PREMIER : Of course not. All com­
munications with respect to magistrates, unless 
official, are understood to be confidential. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: Star Chamber. 
The PREMIER: That was always understood. 

He did not believe the papeFs were even kept in 
the office; and, with regard to Mr. Skyring's case, 
he could not say whether they were or not, or 
what they were, or whether there were any. 

Mr. STEVENSON said the explanation of 
the Premier was not at all satisfactory. There 
must be very little against Mr. Skyring if the 
hon. the Premier could not remember what it 
was. He did not wish to dwell upon that case. 
He knew Mr. Skyring a little, and had never 
heard anything against him. What he wished 
more particularly to know was the reason why 
Mr. Darack, of Thylungra, had been struck off 
the Commission of the Peace. He had been on 
it for years; was held in high estimation in the 
district, where magistrates were much needed, 
and he had never heard a single word uttered 
againgst him. He did not know whether that 
gentleman supported the present or the late 
Government, but he knew that he was held in 
high estimation ; he had done well for himself, 
was a very good resident, and he (Mr. Stevenson) 
thought some very good reason should be given 
for striking his name off the Commission of the 
Peace. He merely mentioned the matter now, 
and would take another opportunity of referring 
to it and other matters unless they ;::ot a more 
satisfactory explanation from the Premier. 

l884-2 H 

The MINISTER :B'OH WORKS said he 
thought it was a great misfortune that ·the 
present Commission of the Peace could not be 
abolished altogether, so that they could corn· 
mence afresh. It would be a great service to the 
country if it could be reduced by one-half ; and 
he hoped that the Government would be em­
powered at the commencement of next year to 
cancel the whole Commission and commence de 
novo. He was of opinion that about every third 
name should be knocked off. He knew that some 
names had been left on that should have been 
struck off. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER: Name! 
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The late 

hon. member for Stanley was one. He sat as 
judge and jury in a case where a man was 
brought up for personating at an election, and 
did everything he could to get him released, and 
he (Mr. Miles) thought he should be struck off. 
He hoped the Premier would be empowered to 
cancel the whole Commission and commence 
afresh. 

Mr. MACROSSAN thought the statement of 
the Premier, as to the mode in which the Com· 
mission of the Peace was revised-how gentle· 
men were appointed and knocked off, was very 
suspicious and dangerous. Anyone had only to 
go to a Minister and say, "So-and-so is not fit to 
be on the Commission of the Peace," and he was 
knocked off. 

The PREMIER: No, no! 
Mr. MACROSSAN : That was a power that 

should not be left in the hands of any person. 
As to Mr. Skyring, perhaps he wa" one of the 
diabolical. lot referred to by the Premier as un­
mitigated ruffians. At any rate, he must have 
done something to earn a bad character, but he 
(Mr. Macrossan) was inclined to think that it 
arose from a matter of petty spite on the part 
of some person who had the Premier's ear. 
He, for one, was quite willing to agree to the pro· 
position of the hon. the Minister for W arks to 
knock them all off and commence afresh ; but 
he should not leave the matter in the hands of 
Ministers. Either let it be in the hands of the 
people themselves by election, as in America, or 
be left in the hands of the judges. 

The MINISTJ<JR FOR WORKS : Worse 
still. 

Mr. MACROSSAN : It would be impossible 
for it to be worse than it was at the present 
time. He was certain that judges would not 
leave off names for purely political reasons. It 
must be for something in connection with moral 
character, or the fitness or unfitness of a person 
for a position on the bench that would guide 
them. He should prefer it being placed in the 
hands of the judges, if not in the hands of the 
people themselves, to being left to any Ministers. 

Mr. BLACK said that to some extent he 
agreed with the hon. the Minister for W arks 
and the hon. member for Townsville, that pro­
bably the best way to effectually revise the 
Commission of the Peace would be to wipe 
it clean out and start afresh ; but, he thought, 
judging from the manner in which the present 
Ministry had revised the Commission, and look­
ing not only at the men they had struck off, 
but also at the men they had put on, it would 
not be a judicious thing for the House to 
leave the power in their hands. From the 
debates they had heard on the subject any 
unprejudiced person could come to no other con­
clusion th~n that the present Ministry had ex­
ercised their power in, to say the least of it, a 
very injudicious way. They had certainly struck 
off, as far as they posc,ibly could, those who they 
coniddered as politically opposed to them. 

The PREMIER : Nothing of the kind, 
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Mr. BLACK said, so far as he could see, that 
was all that was considered by the Government. 
All whom they considered opposed to them were 
knocked off, and all who were their supporters 
were put on, and without any reference to their 
merits. The Premier himself had stated that 
the magistracy was composed, in many instances, 
of some of the most unmitigated ruffians in the 
colony. He had pointed out on a previous 
occasion that the hon. gentleman, in his anxiety 
to wipe out that disgrace to the magistracy, had 
undoubtedly committed the same offence him­
self. He had anxiously waited to see if the hon. 
gentleman would take any steps in the matter ; 
but he had refrained from doing so, and he now 
repeated that some of the names put on the Com­
mission of the Peace were placed there purely 
from political motives, without any reference to 
the merits of the persons themselves. If that sort 
of thing were to be continued, those men would 
eventually be honoured in the colony who did 
not belong to the Commission of the Peace. 

Mr. FOOTE said there had been a great waste 
of time that session over the appointments to the 
magistracy. If the same thing had taken place 
under the late Administration, it would not have 
been wonderful. If the present Ministry had done 
anything wrong in the matter, they had simplyfol­
lowed the example of their predecessors in office. 
When the last Government had issued their list 
of the Commission of the Peace, there was not a 
fishmonger in the place who had supported 
them who was not to be found on the new list of 
magistrates. Yet when another Ministry were 
in power, and exercised their right to leave off 
many persons who ought never to have been put 
on, and placed on the Commission-and rightly, 
too-a number of gentlemen whom the pre­
vious Ministry had rejected, and whose only 
offence was that they had acted justly, uprightly, 
and honestly in a revision court-it was looked 
upon as a reward for political service" rendered. 
The Opposition were, he thought, inclined to 
judge the Ministry by themselves, and the idea 
was prevalent amongst them that because they 
did so-and-so, the present Ministry must 
have done the same. As far as his knowledge 
went, at any rate, he could rebut the state­
ment of the hon. member for Mackay, thnt 
the Government had knocked off all who were 
politically opposed to them; and, so far as he 
knew, none but respect>tble men were put on tho 
Commission of the Peace in any district of 
which he had any knowledge. He could not, of 
course, speak of the North m other districts, but 
he believed the Ministry had been actuated 
by a desire to purge the list to a considerable 
extent. He was quite willing to follow the 
suggestion that the old list should be destroyed 
and an entirely new one commenced, and 
possibly that would have a beneficial effect. 
He, at all events, had nothing to complain of, 
nor was he going to follow the Minister for 
"\Narks in reference to the remark he made con­
cerning a certain person. A magistrate might 
go out of the way a little, but he did not know 
that it should be considered a reason why 
he should be discharged from the Commission 
of the Peace. Magistrates who acted from 
conscientious motives should not be removed 
without good reason. 

Mr. ARCHER said it was quite delightful to 
hear the utterances of the hon. member who had 
just sat down. They were getting quite aris­
tocratic in that House, and the hon. member 
objected to fishmongers being on the Commission 
of the Peace. He supposed a Government 
should draw the line somewhere, but he should 
certainly not draw it at fishmongers, who might 
be quite as fit to be on the Commission of the 
Peace as many of those on it already. It did not 
depend upon a man's station in life, but upon the 

qualities he possessed whether a man should be 
appointed to the Commission of the Peace or 
not. However, the hon. member stood upon his 
dignity, and would not associate with fish­
mongers, because he thought they were a cut 
below him. The thing was absurd. He was not 
going to defend the list made by any Govern­
ment, who might have made wrong app0intments. 
It was quite right that the present Government 
should strike off all such names as were 
not wanted on the list of magistrates ; but 
when the Premier began by saying that 
the last Government put a lot of "unmit­
tigated ruffians" on the list, and he was 
going to strike them off, everyone came to the 
conclusion that he would strike off none but 
unmitigated ruffians. He httd proved to the 
House that the hon. gentleman h:td struck off 
men who were as respectable as himself, and if 
not for political reasons, the action had snch n, 

gross appearance of being done for political 
reasons, that observers could see no other 
cause for it ; further, it had been proved 
by other hon. members and by the hon. 
member for Mackay that the hon. gentlenmn had 
put "unmitigated ruffians" on the bench, and 
refused to take any steps to remove them. He 
did not think he (Mr. Archer) had recommended 
more than half-a-dozen names for the honour-if 
it cot;ld be so called-of the magistracy, but he 
certamly would not recommend anyone who was 
not fit for the position. Therefore, what they 
complained of was, not that the GovermnB11t 
had struck off names of persons who were unfit 
for the position, but that the Premier, when 
speaking of those whom he would knock off the 
Commission of the Peace, referred to them 
collectively as " unmitignted rnffians." 

The PRE~HER: I did not. 
Mr. ARCHER said the hon. gentleman spoke 

of them collectively as "a lot of unmitigated 
ruffians," and individually as men who were not 
fit for the place when he wa,s asked for speci~l 
information; and yet he had ret•lacecl them by 
men of lower character than the men he h>td 
struck off. That could be proved, not only by 
what had been said in the House, but by the 
police court records. 

Question put and vassed. 
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. S. 

\V. Griffith), moved, that there be ~ranted to 
Her l\Iaje,ty for the service of the year lSS:i-4 a 
sum not exceeding £3,340 for the Legislative 
Conncil-Ralaries a,nd contingencies. 

Question put and pas•<ed. 
The COLONIAL SEClU~TARY moved, that 

a sum of £3,.545 be voted for the Legislative 
Assembly. 

Mr.l'IIOREHEAD said he believedeverymem­
ber of the House would a~ree with him when he 
said that he hoped that the Government would 
have regard to the claims of the Clerk of the As­
sembly to an increase of salary. He had occupied 
the position for many years-since Separation-­
and the increase would be justified, not only by his 
high office, but by the proficiency with which he 
performed his duties. An incr(mse of £100 
would certainly receive his (Mr. Morehead's) 
support, and he might mention that it was in 
the contemplation of the late Government to 
give that increase. \Vhy it was struck off he 
did not know. It might be in reg-ard to the 
saJary of the Clerk in another place ; but he did 
not see why l'lfr. llernays shonld suffer for that. 
He hoped that the increase would appear on the 
next year's Estimates, if not on the Supple­
mentary Estimates for this year. They had no 
nwre courteous officer, and there wa.s no one 
they cared more to refer to for valuable advice 
at any time. 
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
matter should receive the careful consideration 
of the Government during the recess. 

Mr. ALAND said he would also invite the 
Government during the recess to take into con­
sideration the salaries of the messengers of the 
Hmme. The matter was spoken of when the 
ast Estimates were under discussion, and was 

promised consideration. He himself and, he 
believed, every member of the Commitee would 
endorse every word that had been said in refer­
ence to Yrr. Bernavs ; and he also believed every 
member would agr"oe with him when he said that 
he would like to see the uwssengers' sahtries 
ra.iNed, for they were 1no.st courteoU)') in showing­
attention to hon. members. 

::\Ir. i:lTJ,VEXSO::'J said he al.oo remembered 
the nuttter heing brought forward last year, when 
a, prmnbe waR given tha.t son1e notice should be 
t:1,ken of the discn.osion. It was yery generally 
admitted tlmt something should he done. 

Question put and passecl. 
The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved tlmt 

a >mm of £.S,4:J4 he voted for Legislative Council 
and Lcgi•,lative Assembly-joint estimates. He 
said there was what might be called a verbal mis­
take here. :Four Hunsanl cadets were put down at 
£300 each. They were called "cttdets," but they 
lmd served their time as cadets and become 
reporters. They had, in fact, been promoted. 

Mr. MOI{EHEAD asked if the sum of £500, 
put down for petty repairs, etc., would be suffi­
cient? A larger sum was proposed by the late 
Government. He would point out that the 
state of the building aml the gardens outside 
was principally owing to the care of Mr. Bernays. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
Government thought that snm would be sufticient 
till the end of June. 

Mr. FOOTE said he should like to refer to the 
fnrniture in the e•tablishment, as really a lot of 
the chairs were not safe to sit down upon. There 
was not very often room for members to sit com­
fortably in the House. That might be owing 
to their large majority, but he thought that 
the necessities of hon. members, whatever they 
might be, ought to be met. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he did not think the 
country ought to be put to extra expense for 
chairs on account of the weight of the hon. 
member. The chairs provided now wcmld sustain 
an ordinary weight, and that was all that the 
Committee had a right to see to. The hon. 
member should bring his own chair with him. 

Mr. MACF ARLANE said the hon. Premier 
had referred to the salaries of the cadets, and he 
thought the explanation pretty satisfactory. At 
the same time, he saw that there were two short­
hand writers also at £300 each, and he did not 
see why the cadets, who were only just out of 
their time, should be placed on the same level 
with the reporters who had to do the hard work 
of the gallery. He thought the increase for the 
cadets was mther much for lads just out of their 
time. He rose more particularly, however, to 
ask for information with regard to the item, 
"Shorthand Writer in charge of Select Com­
mittees of both Houses, £550," and as to the 
amount of work that officer was required to do, 
and also whether he had at any time applied for 
any assistance in it. He believed that the office 
was one which might be very well dispensed with, 
as they had so many cadets and reporters on the 
staff. That would be a saving of £550. He had 
no knowledge of the gentleman occupying the 
position. 

JUr. MOREHEAD: Oh! Don't you. 
An HoxOURABLE MEMBER on the Opposition 

Benches : He is a Roman Catholic. 

Mr. MAC:FARLANE said he had never 
spoken against the Roman Catholics, as the hon. 
member knew. He did not know who he was, 
hnt he thought they were entitled to some infor­
mation as to the amount of work the sum was 
voted for. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said that, 
with respect to the cadets, it was a part of the 
bargain when they were engaged as cadets that 
as soon as they were competent they should 
receive the full salary of £300 a year. With 
respect to the functions of the gentleman in 
charge of select committees, he was not in a 
position to give very much information. The 
idea was to establish a SejJarate branch to report 
the proceedings of select committees; hut, as the 
reporters of select committees were the same as 
th<me who reported for Hansco·d, it appeared 
that there were two heacb to the one staff, and 
that did not work very satisfactorily. Some 
circumstances that had recently come under the 
attention of the Govemment showed that there 
had been friction, and some more satisfactory 
arrangements might be adopted by which the 
whole staff would be placed under one head. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he trusted it was not 
the intention of the Government to get rid of the 
services of Mr. Byrne. He had some con~ider­
able experience with regard to that gentleman, 
and he looked upon him as the best reporter there 
was on the staff of that House. He could hardly 
conceive it possible that the Premier intended to 
do away with the services of Mr. Byrne, a gentle­
man who had earned the respect of everyone 
both inside and outside of t11e House, and both 
in his official and his private capacity. He 
therefore took exception to the remarks of the 
Premier, because they would Iead Mr. Byr~e 
to think that he was to be deprived of the posi­
tion that he had so well earned, or threatened 
with something worse. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he had 
not said anything to indicate anything of the 
kind. What he had said was that there had 
been friction between the two heads, and that 
that must be altered in some way. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : It must have come into 
play since you came into power. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he had 
expressed the opinion that generally it was a 
mistake to have two heads to one staff. Of 
course there was such a thing as two heads work­
ing amicably together ; he saw no reason why 
they should not work amicably; and he hoped 
there would he no necessity for any action. 

Mr. BLACK said he noticed that in the 
column "1883-4" the Shorthand Writer in charge 
of Select Committees was left off. Did that show 
an intention to get rid of his services when the 
vote was expended? If it was a clerical error, it 
was rather ominous after the remarks that had 
fallen from the Premier. 'When the Committees 
of Elections and Qualifications sat he noticed 
that the officer in question was absent, and 
he put it to the offichtl presiding how it was 
that a gentlemen specially appointed to the 
shorthand reporting of select committees was 
not there. He (Mr. Black) had been on 
previous committees, and he could say that that 
gentleman had single-handed done the whole of 
the work of tho~e committees, while at the 
Elections and Qualifications Committee it took 
a fresh reporter every ten or fifteen minutes. 
That gentleman's qualifications were known to 
every member of the House. Any gentleman 
who had any business on committees would 
endorse his opinion, that a more efficient reporter 
did not exist in the colony. 

::ilr. ::.VIACHOSSAX said he had known 
Mr. Byrne during his ten years' experience 
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in that House, and he was the best reporter 
in the whole establishment; he said that with­
nut fear of contradiction. They harl reporters 
in the galler·y, but not one of them was 
equal to Mr. Byrne. He was one of the olrle.~t 
reporters in the establishment. There were not 
two heads, as the Premier had sairl ; there was 
only one head; and he thought Mr. Byrne 
recognised that there was only one head. Mr. 
Byrne first had charge of the reporting in the 
other Holh<e; but there was some disagreement 
about that, and he w<ts put in charge of the 
select committee branch, but still responsible 
to :Mr. Jones. Certainly J\fr. Jones was not so 
old an officer in the Service ns Mr. Byrne by 
a long wny. Mr. Byrne's qualifications as a 
reporter werE so well recognised by those who 
understocd them that he was selected to gn 
home as a special reporter with Sir Thomas 
:;\/Icllwraith to the Steel Hails Inquiry. He 
could say the same thing as the hon, member 
for Mackay : he had known Mr. Byrne to do the 
work of two or three reporters. He thought, if 
the hon. gentleman recalled to mind one special 
committee which .Mr. Byrne had charge of, he 
would remember that that gentleman did the 
whole of the work. Whatever might Le the 
intentions of the Government, they had no right 
to say anything that might cause the slightes un­
easiness to Mr. Byrne in the position he occupied. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he had 
no intention of causing the officer in c1nestion 
any uneasiness. Hon. gentlmnen opptmite might 
see something superlatiYe in J\1r. Byrne's 
abilities as a reporter. He (the Culonial Secre­
tary) had nothing to say against him, but he 
was not aware of his great SUlJeriority to other 
members of the staff. He remembered lVIr. 
Byrne in London on the occasion referr-ed to, 
and as a matter cif fact he did no reporting 
whatever then; reporters were engaged in the 
ordinary way. The hon. member for Mackay 
said he had noticed Mr. Byrne working <tll day, 
but all committees did not sit every dtty. The 
hon. member ought to know that no reporter 
could report all day when a committee sat 
every day ; it took a certttin amount of time to 
write out the notes, to print, and to go through 
proofs, and that could not be done by one man 
if a Committee sat continuously. He had not 
the least intentiun of saying anything against 
J\Ir. Byrne as a reporter, but he did not see why 
<tll the other reporters should be disparaged. 

Mr. FOOTE said he had nothing to say against 
Mr. Byrne. He remembered when Mr. Byrne 
was reporting in the Assembly, and before he 
went to the other House, and he also had been 
on committees which Mr. Byrne was report­
ing. The hon. member for Mackay made 
reference to a committee the other day, and 
said that althoH~h Mr. Byrne was appointed 
as shorthand wrrter he was not there. The 
hon. gentleman might <>s well have explained 
why he was not there. The reason was 
that the Elections and Qualifications Com­
mittee had always been in charge of the Clerk 
of the House ; consequently they had not de­
parted from the rule. He had had a goorl bit 
of experience with reference to Mr. Byrne, and 
harl always been well pleased with l1is work. 
At the same time he was not prepared to depre­
ciate the work of the other shorth<tnd writers who 
had been engaged. upon several occasions he 
had noticed that Mr. Byrne had a great deal of 
time <>t his disposal, which evidently was not 
the case with the reporters engaged in that 
House from week to week. Therefore, if there 
W<>S to be an alteration, ''" the Premier had sug­
gested, he thought that there should not be two 
heads to one department at one time. They 
could not work amicably together. 

Mr. ALXi\D S"-i<l he thought that the charge 
levelled against the hon. member for Ipswich~ 
that he had spoken against Mr. llyrne on 
account of his being a Ronutn Catholic-waf; a 
pity, and it was also a pity that another 
hon. gentleman should say that it was because 
be went home with the late Premier to report 
the Steel Hails Committee. He objected to 
::\Ir. Byrne for the reason that he did not think 
he had enough to do. That was the only objee­
tion he had. If the records of P<trliamel1t were 
gone oyer, it would he proved that th:~t gentl•·­
man had had about thirty-six days' work to cln 
during the whole time he lmd had the appoint­
ment. That was n snflicient reas<m. 

:i\Ir. MOI:BI-IEAD : Where did you g-et the 
figureH? · 

Mr. ALA?\ll said he had not ma<le them np ; 
but if the Committee would postpone the vote he 
would look them up. 

Mr. MACHOSSAK said he hoped that the 
hon. gentleman did not insinnate tlmt he made 
any reference to the Steel Rails Committee. He 
(:\Ir. J\-Iacrossan) was the only member who 
mentioned it. 

Mr. ALAND : It was interjected by the hon. 
member for Cook. 

Mr. lVIACROSSAN sttid he might correct a 
small error the~t he made when he was speaking 
before. He said that Mr. Byrne wns subordinate 
to lVIr. J one,, He believed such was not the 
ca,se. He was in charge of the reporting in the 
other House, ancl went home on the Steel Httils 
Commission. \Vhen he returned, :Mr. J ones was 
in charge of the staff; and he was given to 
understand that the late Speaker <tnd the 
President put Mr. J3yrne in charge of select 
committees, nnclleft him entirely untrammelled, 
or only responsible, of course, to the Spe:1ker and 
Presirlent, so th<>t he did not think there conld 
be any friction between Mr. J"ones <>ml J\lr. 
Byrne, seeing that iYir. Byrne was responsible to 
the President and Speaker only. There must 
be something else which the Pr·emier was not 
<>ware of, and it might be as well fur him before 
he made up his mind in the ma,tter to make 
inquiry. The Premier would do justice to Mr. 
Byrne. He was perfectly satisfied with that 
gentlmnan, and in saying HO was not deprecating 
the value of any other reporter. A man might 
be a good reporter, and still have a superior. 

Mr. lVIIDGLEY said he was not acqnainted 
with the gentleman whose name had been men­
tioned, and therefore could have no personal or 
sectarian, or anti-Mcllwraithian feeling against 
him. He did not know how he· should vote if 
the matter were under discussion ; but it was 
not under discussion. He wanted to draw atten­
tion to the increase in the cost of reporting 
the proceedings of the House. There was 
a very heavy incre<tse, and he very much 
regretted that any cause should have led to that 
result. It was quite possible for the country to 
pay too mnch for a good thing·, even if it was 
only carrying out a bargain with the cadets. 
The cost of repm-ting the proceedings of the 
Assembly and Council had become a very 
serious matter, and if they added to the 
cost of revorting the cost of printing and other 
sundry matters, the cost of Hctn"ctrd \vc,ulcl lJe 
found to run in~o £10,000 a year. 'l'hey ought 
to bear in mind, in rua1dng future arrange~ 
tnents with those gentlen1en, although it was a 
responsible and useful calling, th<>t they were 
only on duty for half the year, and only three or 
four nights in the week. Those matters onght 
to be bken into consideration when deciding the 
ren1uneration hi \·en for profe~Bional 8en:ice of 
that kind. He regretted thttt increa:-e of £550. 
There was another matter he should like to call 
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attention to, and that was that the salaries of the 
otiicer . ....: rnentioned in the vote onght to be 1nore 
elee~rly ancl plainly stated than they were unrler the 
presei1t arr:tng·ement. In tlw New South Vv ltles 
Estirnate.-. there was a Rtaternent given very 
pbinly and distinctly before the reader at one 
glance, Hhowing wha.t war: the officer'H position. 
The system they had in Queensland of showing 
only ihe 1nan'H position and salary \Vas a highly 
obfectionable one, ttnd in a future ses,ion it 
niight be ~ts well to give no increase of salary 
nnle,;s they had placed before them in some 
schedule a staternent giving Ifl(Jre infnrrnation. 

The COLO::\'IAL 1'REASURE1C said the 
matter complained of by the hon. member had 
heqnently engage(l his attention, and he was 
desirons so to frame the Estinuttes that the 
n,mount of sttbry received by each officer could be 
easily traced. He lmd been considering the pro· 
priet}' of following the plan adopted in the New 
South \Vales ],;stimates; ttncl, without pledging 
himself to any promise, he hoped that next ses­
sion an improvement would be perceptible. 
That would necessitate their being made more 
voluminous, but thttt would be compensated for 
by their increttsed clearness. In the meantime 
he httcl endeavomed to supply all information by 
foot-notes, which had been carefully revi,;ecl, ttnd 
if hon. members would take the trouble to follow 
them they would see clearly what each officer 
was receiving. However, he was giving his at­
tention to the matter, and would endenvour next 
session to give ttll the information posible in the 
.'Estimtt tes. 

Mr. BLACK said he was glad to hear that 
such wtts the intention of the Colonial 'rreasnrer, 
because it was tt mtttter thttt had been referred 
to session after seosion. The Speaker himEelf took 
special exception to the wtty in which the 
Estirntttes were prepared on the l~st occasion 
they went through committee, and the present 
Colonial Treasurer went so far as to stty thttt all 
fees which police magistrttte> ttnd clel'l<s of petty 
sessions were at present enjoying ought to l:e 
paid into the Treasury, so that h~n. members 
might ttscertain what the actual emoluments of 
each officer were. Not so much additional space 
would be required tts the hon. gentleman indi­
cated, becttuse they ren,lly did not want to 
descend into minute details, and in the index 
to the Blue Book there was plenty of room oppo­
site each Government servttnt's name to place the 
ttctun,l emoluments which he had received during 
the previous years. · vVhen they came to the 
judicittl sn,lttries, it would be seen that the foot­
notes were very misleading. The Colonittl Trea­
surer took credit to himself that the foot-notes 
httd been carefully revised, but he scttrcely 
thought hon. members woul~ ttccord him ~he 
credit he assumed on that pomt. On referrmg 
to pttge 14, it would be found that fees were 
represented by the letters B, F, S, U, and X ; 
whereas on the very next page, dettling with 
the sn,me subject, fees were represented by 
the letters B, C, and H. Th~ same thing oc­
curred with reference to fees for visiting, which 
on page 14 were indicated by the letters D, H, 
n,nd .T, and on page 15 by the letters G, H, J, 
and Z. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER : But the 
references are quite correct. 

Mr. BLACK said that might be so, but any 
mttn having ttny business capacity would adhere 
to the sttme letters when referring to the sttme 
items. But when they came to those pttges, he 
would take the opportunity of referring to the 
question tt little more at length. 

Question put ttnd passed. 
The COLONIAL SECRETARY, in moving 

that the sum of £5,135 be granted for salaries n,nd 
contin.gences, Colonial Secretary's Depttrtment, 

sttid there was an ttdditional clerk ttt a sttlary of 
£300, whose sttbry was on the Snpplementttry 
Estimtttes for bst year, and there was n,lso an 
n,cJclition of £25 to the salm·y of the accountttnt. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said it was very ntttural 
that the hon. gentlemn,n had slipped over the 
item of £1,500 for n,clvertising. Considering that 
tlmt wtts more thttn double the appropriation for 
1883, he should like to have some explanation. 
Wits it intended as tt bribe to certain newspapers, 
to keep them sweet towards the Government? 
It looked very much like it. The bte Govern­
ment proposed, on the :B;stimates which the hon. 
gentleman lmd seen, £1,000 for that purpose 
rluriug the present year, ttnd they were said to 
be the rnoflt corrupt Government thttt ever ruled 
the colony. He had been told thttt the present 
Government had tttken their advertiqements from 
every newspaper that clicl not defend them, 
and the item under notice certainly ga vc 
them grettt bribing power over the mercenary 
Press which supported them. W tts not the 
present Government so just and upright, so good 
ttnd great ttnd wise, that its own merits would 
support it without subsidising the Press of the 
cnlony in that hollow way ? It wits the moet 
monstrous piece of corruption he had seen for tt 
long time. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said that 
one of the first things he had to do, on assuming 
office, was to get some money to go on with the 
advertising, for the amount for the year had ttll 
been spent. He believed the late Government 
set n,part on some draft estimates the amount of 
£1,000; but it wtts all spent, and the present 
Government found thttt there was nothing to 
cttrry them on to the end of the financial year. 
In fact, it had been spent before the first six 
months were over. He httd made it his business 
to inquire what stttncling instructions there were 
in the office with regard to advertising. The 
only instruction he found was one to the effect that 
ttl!ttd vertisements inserted in any Brisbane news­
pttper were tthlo to be inserted in two other news­
papers. Should he nttme them? 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS on the Government 
side: Yes. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
nttmes of those newspttpers were Figaro and 
P"nch. That instruction hn,cl been tt standing 
instruction, and had absorbed a considerable 
portion of the money ; but it wtts no longer a 
standing instruction in the depttrtment. 

Mr. MIDGLEY stticl there were four clerks 
clown in the Colonial Secretttry's Office, and the 
increase was the amount between £670 and 
£1,025. There was one ttdclitional clerk at £125; 
and he should like to know if there was n,ny 
additions to the salaries of other clerks, and what 
wtts the necessity for them. 

The COLONIAL SECRET AllY said he harl 
alren,cly explained, but perhaps he did not spettk 
loud enough, that there was one ttclditional clerk 
ttt £300, who was appointed nettrly twelve 
months ago. There were other smttll increases 
recommended by the officers of the depttrt­
ment which he httd seen no reason to object 
to. 

Question put and pttssecl. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY, in moving 
£14,420 for sttlaries and contingencies in the 
Registrar-General's Department, said the salaries 
had been very much changed during the year. 
·when the late Registrar-Generttl, the hon. mem­
ber for South Brisbttne, resigneLl it wtts followed 
by seveml promotions ttncl alterations in the 
office. These changes hn,cl been made before 
the present Government came into office, ttncl 
they left them as they found them. 'rhe 
Deputy Registrar-Geneml, however,: did not 
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receive the same salary as his predecessor; 
and, in the case of subordinate officers who 
were promoted, they did not always get the 
same salaries as their predecessors. The ex­
penses connected with contingencies, unfortu­
nately, could not be kept down. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said, if he understood the 
hon. gentleman correctly, the position was this: 
The resignation of the late Registrar-Gene raJ led 
to promotions in the office, but the promotion did 
not in all cases carry the same salary as was 
paid to the previous occupant of the office. 

The COLONIAL SECRETAHY: Yes. 
Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL SECHETARY, in moving 

£122,582 for salaries and contingencies, Police 
Department, said there was an increase of £75 
in the Commissioner's Office, which was made up 
by small increases to the clerks in the office. 
With reference to the executive branch, the 
expenses were kept down as much as they could 
be ; but there were some increases in the number 
of officers which, owing to increasing settlement 
throughout the colony, it was impossible to keep 
down. Efforts were made to do so, but it was a 
very difficult matter indeed. He hoped that if 
hon. m em hers thought that different localities 
were not sufficiently protected by police, they 
would bear in mind that increased protection 
involved very considerably increased expendi­
ture. Contingencies were put down as nearly 
as the Government could estimate what would 
be required. No more money would be spent 
than was absolutely necessary, and if anything 
was left of course it would be so much saved. 

Mr. BLACK thought that every individual 
who had the interests of the colony at heart 
would endorse what the hon. the Premier had 
said about unnecessary police expenditure being 
deprecated; but, at the same time, with rapidly 
increasing population and new centres being 
formed all over the colony, he thought sufficient 
attention had not in all cases been paid to the 
requirements of certain districts. In the district 
he had the honour to represent they had been 
loud in their complaints for some time pasta bout 
the inadequacy of the police stationed there. He 
believed that one or two a<lditional troopers had 
been placed there lately, but still there was ir­
sufficient police protection. He could refer to 
one or two cases which certainly did not reflect 
credit upon the administration of the Police 
Department. He would go back to one case 
which he knew was within the hon. the Premier's 
luwwledge, where a brutal murder was com­
mitted the Christmas before last on one of the 
main roads of the district, but owing to the 
inadequacy of the police they had been 
utterly unable to obtain any clue to the mur­
derers, so that that crime, as far as he knew, 
remained undetected and most certainly un­
punished. Another case was that the Cu-stom­
house at Mackay was robbed some time ago of a 
considerable sum of money, B,nd again, owing to 
the want of sufficient· police protection, the crime 
has not been sheeted home to the perpetrators. 
Then there was the case that occurred on the 
racecourse last Christmas, when a disturbance 
took place between a number of kanakas and 
:Europeans. Had there been a sufficient number 
of police in the district such a case as that 
would certainly have been put down at the 
first outbreak. But owing to the almost entire 
absence of police-·he believed there was only one 
constable on the ground during the whole time­
the disturbance became serious, some kanakas 
were killed, others were seriously injured, and 
also several EuropGans. The case assumed a 
serious aspect for the whole district; and he hoped 
tl)at the Premier would, at all events, do what 
he conlcl to see that a district like that, with 

a large mixed population, should have adequate· 
police protection. He did not believe in baYing too 
many police in a district, but he thought that a 
place where there was a mixed population re­
quired more police protection th,m the more 
quiet districts in the South. He also thought that 
they should have a sub-inspector of police ste~­
tioned there, and he had made application for 
one. A large district such as that, with a large 
proportior; of people of a coloured race, ought to 
have an mspector of police on the spot, upon 
whom should devolve the responsibility of taking 
immediate action when any disturbance occurred. 
At the present time he believed the police had 
to report to Townsville, and occasionally consider­
able delay took place before they could take 
action, owing tu the \Vant of a sub-inspector. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he had 
no recollection of having received an appli­
cation for a sub-inspector at Mackay, but it had 
occurred to him as a desirable thing. As to the 
question of the police protection, he could only 
say he should do all he could in every case that 
came under his notice, with the means at his 
disposal. He could assure hon. members that the 
requirements of the different districts of the 
colony would not be sacrificed through economy. 

Mr. BAILEY said that before the vote was 
passed he wished to draw the attention ofthe Gov­
ernment to the necessity for some inquiry during 
the recess into the conduct of the Police Depart­
ment. He remembered some years ttgo, when 
Mr ... Waiter Scottwas member for Mulgrave, that 
he vainly attempted to get at the secrets of that 
department. He tried over and over again, 
but was always baffled, and was still as convinced 
after he was baffled as before he began, that 
there was something wrong in the conduct of 
the department. It was notorious that the 
Police Department was not an efficient depttrt­
ment, and especially the detective branch of it. 
Whether they had sufficient police protection in 
different districts was a matter of opinion, bnt 
they knew very well that robberies were com­
mitted and murders were perpetrated in different 
parts of the colony, and the detective force was 
utterly incompetent to discover the criminals. 
But it was no longer a matter of wonder when 
they looked at the :Estimates, and found 
that first-class detectives were placed at a 
sn.lary of £180 a year. Any man of common 
sense knew that those men had extraordinary 
expenses. They had not merely to walk 
np and down the street in their uniform, but 
they had to go into places where they must spend 
money, and they had to change their dress fre­
quently. Still, in spite of those extraordinary 
expenses, they were paid a little above labourer's 
wages. It was impossible that they could do 
their duty to themselves and to the country under 
such circumstances. It was of the greatest con­
sequence that they should have a proper detective 
force, if they were to have any at all, and to 
ensure that the men should be liberally paid for 
their work; they also should be put above the 
temptation of taking bribes from thieves and 
worse characters while taking Government pay 
at the same time. Those men were subjected to 
very great temptations and to extraordinary 
expenses, and yet only received £120 or £140 
a year. During the last few months he 
had heard of many cases of robberies, where 
the detectives were not able, or professed to 
be unable, to discover the culprits, and citizens 
had in consequence suffered losses much heavier 
than what the amount of largely increased salaries 
to those officers would amount to. It was time the 
Government put the department upon a sounder 
footing, paid the men better pay for proper 
work, and had a better state of things than they 
had at present. He could give the det,.i!s oj' 
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several cases in point, but he thought it would 
be wrong on his part to do so. He hoped the 
Government would institute an inquiry into the 
management of that department. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
Police Department was a very large one, and re­
quired very careful management. He had not had 
any opportunity hitherto of making any detailed 
inquiry into the manner in which it was 
organised or managed, but he had no reason 
at present to be dissatisfied with it. He would 
give attention to the statements of hon. members, 
and hoped, if it was his lot to bring forward 
Estimates in the House again, he would be in a 
better position to give information on various 
subjects than he was at the present time. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he thought it was 
rather unbir of the hon. member for ·wide Bay 
to make an attack upon the Police Department in 
the way he had done. If what the hon. member 
said was true, he should have taken an earlier 
opportunity to call attention to any improprieties 
existing, and have asked earlier in the session 
for an inquiry into the conduct of the department 
if he thought such an inquiry necessary. 'l'he 
hon. member had made serious charges, but 
would not give details because he said he did not 
like to do so. It was a serious charge to level 
against the department ; and, if rightly made, the 
hon. member must have been in possession of his 
facts some time ag·o, and failed in his duty as a 
member of the House in not pressing for an inquiry 
at once and entering fully into details, whether 
of Inches or improprieties committed by the police. 
He did not think that the end of the session was 
the tilne to n1ake sweeping charges against a 
whole department, or to ask the Premier to 
inquire into statements, the particulars of which 
were not in any way specified. 

The HoN. B. B. MORETO~ said he agreed 
with the member for the Balonne, that remarks 
such as those of the member for \Vide Bay 
ought not to be made at the present time. So 
far as his knowledge went, the police of the 
colony were a credit to it, considering the 
large area they had to travel over to detect 
crime. Those who lived in the back districts 
knew best that the police did their duty very 
well indeed. 

Mr. BLACK said he did not think the force 
was a credit to the colony at all, unless it lay in 
the concentration of the whole force in Brisbane 
and leaving the outside districts neglected. It 
might hardly be fair to make the Colonial Secretary 
liable for the department now, but the present 
was certainly the time for hon. members to give 
expression to their feelings as to the way in 
which it was conducted. He was glad the Colo­
nial Secretary was going to take the matter into 
his consideration during the recess. 

lHr. MOREHEAD said he had a somewhat 
intimate knowledge of the way in which the 
Police Force worked in the outside districts, and 
he fully endorsed every word which had fallen 
from the hon. member for the Burnett. He 
had never found any difficulty in regard to the 
police when occasion arose for him to go to them, 
and he maintained that the police system of the 
colony was a go0d one, and that it had been very 
well conducted so far as the outlying districts 
were concerned. Whether there were too many 
police in Brisbane or Mackay he was not going 
to say. 

Mr. BEATTIE said he was not going to follow 
the same line of argument as that of the hon. 
member for Wide Bay, because he differed 
altogether from that hon. gentleman. His own 
experience did not extend to the outside dis­
tricts, but it extended to the populous districts 
where he had opportunities of observing the con­
duct of the police, a.nd he must say he had ne vel' 

seen a better system in any of the other colonies, 
or a better class of men than they had in Brisbane. 
He had many opportunities in his capacity of a 
justice of the peace of observing the Detective 
Police Force, and he certainly thought their pay 
was too little, as nearly all the cases brought 
before the police court were brought by those 
officers. They had to work day and night, and 
yet they only got £140 a year, whilst their travel­
ling expenses were very small indeed. He hoped 
the Colonial Secretary would inquire into that 
matter, as he would then find that they deserved 
very much more than they at present received. 

Mr. HAMILTON said he did not think the 
hon. member for Wide Bay intended to cast any 
reflection on the Police Force, but rather to state 
that there were certain members of the force who 
were not properly paid, and that it was impos­
sible to get men to do the work efficiently under 
such conditions. He knew that detectives were 
required to be possessed of skill and finesse. It 
was necessary that they should be honest men 
and be placed above temptation ; but that was 
not done when they received what was only a 
bare subsistence. 

Mr. MIDGLEY said he was glad to have the 
opportunity which the debate afforded him of 
mentioning a matter which many people in 
Brisbane had remarked upon from time to time. 
He did not mean his remarks to be a general re­
flection upon the Police Force ; but he knew that 
there were men in the force who were guilty of 
unwarrantable brutality towards drunken men. 
He had se(m instances of that character which 
had made his blood boil. He did not think it 
was any part of a policeman's duty to irritate a 
drunken man, or to speak to him in such a way 
as to make him bandy words with him in return. 
In such cases the policeman was usually the first to 
lose his temper, and then he resorted to acts of bru­
tality. Hesawmorethanoneinstanceofthiswhen 
he was in'business in Elizabeth street, opposite the 
police court ; and he remembered one case in par­
ticular where a man in a cab would neither get out 
of it nor pay his fare, and when a policeman was 
called and spoke to him in a sharp way he replied 
in a similar tone. He was corn pletely drunk, and 
therefore to that extent irresponsible, yet directly 
the policeman got the reply-he dragged him out 
of the cab on to the pavement and kicked him. 
He (Mr. Midgley) had no sympathy with 
drunkards as drunkards, but he did not think 
policemen should be guilty of that kind of treat­
ment. He complained to one official about it, 
but the reply was-" Do you know what the law 
does ? It gives the policeman a sbff or baton, 
and it tells him that if anyone makes any resist­
ance at all he is to knock him down." Still he 
(Mr. Midgley) maintained that a policeman 
was expected to exercise tact and judgment just 
as much as any other man was entitled to do so. 
There was another matter to which he wished 
to call attention, because it was one that was 
frequently mentioned among the public; he 
alluded to the almost exclusive Irish nationality 
of the Queensland Police :Force. He had men­
tioned the matter outside, and the only reply he 
had got was that Englishmen and Scotchmen 
would not enter the force. He did not know 
whether it was something in the constitution of 
the force, or the way in which it was managed, 
or the kind of treatment policemen received that 
caused this disinclination ; but the fact remained 
as he had stated, and it it could be remedied it 
ought to be done. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said that of 
course he could not notice all the complaints of 
individual misconduct on the part of policemen; 
but when any case was brought under his uotice 
he would inquire into it. With respect to the 
nati01mlity of the police, he did not know whether 
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it was as the hon. member stated; but if so he 
could not acconnt for it. He did not personally 
select policemen, and if he did, he did not know 
that he should be actuated by any feeling as to 
nationality. 

Mr. BAILEY said his remarks had been more 
immediately directed to the detective force; he 
should like to see that branch made separate, put 
under a proper head, the detectives adequately 
paid, and made to attend properly to their duties. 
He hoped the Government would inquire into 
the constitution of the whole force. 

Mr. FOX TON said he had had some experience 
of the police, both in Brisbane and the country 
districts, and he could say that as a body the 
Irish policemen were among the best. The 
smartest policeman he ever met was an Austra­
lian, and next to him he should class an Irishman. 

Mr. MACROSSAN said he could easily explain 
the Irish nationality of the Police Force. That 
force in Queensland, as in other colonies, was a 
semi-military body; and it was a well-known 
fact that the Irish character was inclined to 
military discipline. ·wherever they served as 
soldiers they were pre-eminent, and they made 
the best policemen. 

Mr. GRIMES said he noticed that in connec­
tion with the native troopers there was a 
reduction of something like £5,500 ; and lower 
down there was a fresh item altogether-£7,300 
for rations to native troopers and trackers. 
He wished to know whether there was to be 
a different system of paying and managing the 
native troopers. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said it was 
a change that was recommended by the Commis­
sioner of Police in the mode of payment ; it was 
not proposed to increase the numbers of the 
native police. The items were separated-one 
for pay and the other for rations. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved that 

£28,135 be granted for salaries of Police Magis­
trates and Clerks of Petty Sessions_ There were 
some changes, and the amount was gradually in­
creasing, year by year; but the changes were not 
large, and he did not propose to enumerate them 
unless attention was called to them. 

Mr. MORE HEAD said he noticed an increase 
of £100 to the salary of the Police Magistrate 
at Gympie. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
gentleman in question was one of the oldest 
officers in the Government Service. He was 
formerly Under Secretary for Mines in Bris­
bane; but when the Works and Mines de­
partments were consolidated, the Under Secre­
tary for Works was made Under Secretary 
of both departments. He thought, consider­
ing his length of service, and the work he had 
to do, that the remuneration put down for the 
police officer in question was not at all too 
large. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he quite agreed with 
some other hon. members, that the foot-notes in 
the Estimates might be better arranged; because, 
unless hon. members went carefully through 
them, they would not observe that the Police 
Magistrate at Gympie got £700 a year. That 
was a large salary for a police magistrate ; and 
he thought Mr. Lukin was paid very well at £GOO ; 
and with the view of testing the matter, he 
would move that the item be reduced by £100. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I would 
infer, from the remarks of the hon. gentleman, 
that the foot-notes are erroneous. 

Mr.MOREHEAD: No; butdifficulttogetat. 
Mr. BLACK said the vote, owing to the 

foot-notes, wa~ a most confusing thing. It 

took him about an hour to unravel the 
salarie" that the gentlemen included in it 
were getting. Very few hon. members of 
the Committee knew what they were voting, 
and it was a great pity that more accurate 
information was not given. It was a mat­
ter that was referred to last time the Esti­
mates were going through. Hon. g·entlemen 
might think, when they were looking down the 
list, that they saw at once wlmt a police magis­
trate was getting, but they got no information 
except the letters P, B, etc. Coming to Charle­
ville, there was put down for the Police Magis­
trate £350. That did not represent the salary he 
was getting, as the gentleman who occupied that 
position was getting £500 a year and fees. li'ees 
formed an item he was in doubt about. He was 
not objecting to the salaries, and he knew nothing 
about the work police magistrates ha.d to per­
form, and, except in a few cases, he did not know 
the men. The sooner the Committee knew the 
actual emolument that every Civil servant re­
ceived the better it would be for the ccmntry. The 
Police Magistrate at Charters Towers was put 
down at £350, whereas £700 was the actual salary. 
Then they came to Clermont. The salary put down 

·was £400, but it actually came to £560. There 
was also a clerk of petty sessions down at £220, 
but who really got £350. ·with reg::trd to the 
Clermont vote, what struck him as being 
singular was that the Police Magistrate re­
ceived £50 for visiting. It was a pretty 
well settled district, and there was no rea~un 
why the Police Magistrate should not be able to 
visit by himself if necessity required him to 
go to Copperfield, which, he supposed, was the 
place he visited. Was it necessary that he 
should be accompanied by a clerk of petty sessions 
who also received £50 a year? At Georgetown 
there was a salary of £50 for the Police Magis­
trate, who really received £590; and the Clerk of 
Petty Sessions, who was down for £50, received 
£370. Gympie had already been referred to­
£150, whereas he really got £700. At Herberton 
the Police Magistrate was down for £100, while 
he really got £670 ; Isisford £350, whereas it was 
in reality £500. All that ought to be shown in 
one schedule, so that they could know at once 
exactly what they were voting. He did not 
think hrm. gentlemen would object to take the 
view he took in the matter. They had no 
way of comparing the work done by a police 
magistrate in one portion of the colony with that 
done by another. The 'rreasnrer was one who ob­
jected last year to the Estimates being prepared 
as they were, and he thought that, having got 
into office, he would have been one of the first to 
see that that want was complied with. Maytown 
was put down at £50, whereas the salary was 
£5!50. :For the Clerk of Petty Sessions at Mary­
borough there was £430 put down, but really he 
got only £200, £230 being paid away. That was 
misleading the other way ; it was not a proper 
way of preparing Estirnates. Ravens1vood vnts 
down for £50, whereas the officer was getting £450. 
There was the Police Magistrate and Clerk of 
Petty Sessions at Springsure. In the former 
capacity he received £400, while he. was really 
drawing £635 ; and it appeared that the work was 
so light that he did not require even a clerk of 
petty sessions. If the work was at all arduous 
a clerk of petty sessions would be required. 
Stanthorpe was clown for £450, whereas the real 
salary was £57.~ ; St. George £300-really it was 
£425; Surat £300-really it was £415; Taroom 
£300, but really £450; and the actual salaries he 
had quoted were exclusive of fees, of which they 
had no knowledge whatever. He hoped that, 
having referred somewhat in detail to the matter, 
it would be the last time the Estimates were 
brought before the Committee in that unsatis­
factory state. There was another matter to 
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which he would Cflll the flttention of the Colonifll 
Secretary, and the~t was, who was the Police 
JY1agiHtrate [tt Boulia, for \Vhmn six nwnths' 
salary was voted ? 

The COLONIAL SECHETATIY: There is 
none. 

Mr. BLACK: I understood that a gentleman 
was g·azetted to that office : a Mr. Gillson. Is 
he not gn,zetted? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I'\o. The 
appointment was rescintled. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : By Gazette notice? 
The COLONIAL SECHETARY: I think so. 
Mr. MOREHEAD : Ar.e you certain ? 
The COLONIAL SECRETAHY: Bv Execu· 

tive Council minute. He said he haci himself 
often had occn,sion to complain of the unsatis­
factory way in which the police magistrates' 
estirnates 'vere arranged ; and it was only 
owing to the extremely short time which elap.sed 
between the Treasurer assuming office - the 
31st December-ancl the tabling of the Esti­
mates, that they appeared once more in th:1t 
condition. He could promise hon. members 
that, as far as the Government were concerned, 
it would be the last time. ·with regard to the 
question about the Police Magistrate at Boulia, 
he wonld answer it after he had looked at the 
Gazette. 

Mr. MOREHEA.D said he could not but 
believe that the increase of £100 to the salary of 
the Police Magistrate at Gympie was given as a 
reward to :Mr. George Lukin. As to the com­
plicated foot-notes, he did not blame the 
present Government for that ; they were simply 
following the old practice, and he was glad to 
hear that it was about to be altered. He noticed 
that the Police Magistrate at Surat was put 
clown a,, drawing £50 in lieu of quarters, and 
£65 as land commissioner. He was under the 
impression, which he believed to be correct, that 
that gentleman also drew a sum of money as 
postmaster. If so, the salary paid him was not 
shown in the Estimates. That gentleman's 
position was an anomalous one, and had he 
remained in office as Postmaster-General he 
would certainly have altered it. Mr. Taylor 
had enough offices without having that of 
postmaster added, and the latter might very 
well be given to the telegraph station­
master, whoever he might be. There was 
also an increase of £80 to the Clerk of Petty 
Sessions at Ipswich. Ipswich was a very queer 
place, and whenever he saw an increase for any 
Civil servant there he wished to have a full expla­
nation of it. By the foot-note he noticed that 
£150 of the £430 was paid to an assistant clerk, 
and that would reduce the amount to £280, which 
was not so very much after all. But it showed 
how misleading the foot-notes were, and he 
wanted to know who got the £80 increase? 

The COLONIAL SECHETARY said that, 
with regard to the Police Magistrate at Boulia, a 
gentleman was appointed to that office by the late 
Government, but as there was no money voted for 
it, and as the appointment wasmadeunderremark­
able circumstances, his appointment was rescinded. 
By wme means or other, with which he was un­
acquainted, that rescission did not appear in the 
Ga.sette, as it ought to have clone. vVith regard 
to the increase at Ipswich, the work was very 
heavy, and a man had been performing the duties 
of assistant clerk of petty sessions for a long 
time, and he d1d not see why he should not 
receive the same remuneration as other assistant 
clerks of petty sessions. The increase of £80 was 
to the salary of the assistant clerk. vVith respect 
to the Police 1fagistrCLte at Gympie, his salary 
was only equal to that of the Police Magistrate 
at Cha.rters Tower,s. 

Mr. HA:\TTLTOI'\ said that ::VIr. Gibson was 
rt,]JlH>inted Police 1\lagi:-;tl'ate at Pqnlia by the. late 
Ci-overnnwnt, on the repre~entatwn of the 1118111-

ber for the clistrict, :vir .. Mc\'lhannell, and others, 
that there was a necessity fur a magistrate in 
that di,;trict. The preoent Uovermnent had 
Lliopensed with ::VIr. Gibwn's services on the plcct 
that there was llO salary available. It now 
appen,red that there WCLs a salary available for 
s1x months, m that that could not be the reason. 
\V as not the real reason that l\Ir. Gihson "''" "' 
strong supporter of the pre,ent Opposition? l\Jr. 
Gibson \V~u~ eclitor of :t ne\VSlJaper, and, when 
appoiutet! to Boulia, left his paper aml callle 
down to Brisbane n,t a very serious pecuniary 
loss to himself. 1Ir. Lmnley Hill harl sbtt"d 
publicly that he prevailed up:m the Premier to 
dismiss ]\fr. Gibson, and he also stated he was 
sorry the Preruier clid not let 1fr. Gibson go to 
the ext>ense of getting to Bonlia before he 
dismissed him. Mr. Hill st",ted that he was the 
cause of the dismissal of that gentleman, because 
he was a strong opponent of his during the late 
election. Another reason given why this gentle­
man haLl been dismissed was because it was to 
make room for a supporter of the present Gov­
ernment, :Mr. Eglinton. He did not know Mr. 
Eglinton, but simply made the statement as he 
had heard it on the same authority. 

The COLO:NIAL SECRETARY said, with 
regard to iVIr. Eglinton, he had never seen him 
to his knowledge, but he knew that the same letter 
that recommended the appointment of a police 
magistrate at Boulia recommended the appoint­
ment of Mr. Eglinton. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBE!l: For political 
services. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said hon. 
members opposite would probably not laugh 
so heartily when they heard the facts. Mr. 
Eglinton was recommended by Mr. McvVhan­
nell. He did not know whether Mr. Eglinton 
had rendered Mr. Mc\Vhannell any political 
service, but he was at present an officer in the 
Police Department, and he had not made any 
particular inquiries about him. 'l'he hon. 
member said that there was a salary available 
for Boulia. If the vote under discussion were 
passed there would be a salary,available for the 
current six months, but there was none available 
for the last six months of htst year. 

Mr. SMYTH said the appointment to Boulia 
was one of the most barefaced political 
appointments ever made. It was a well-known 
fact that Mr. Gibson took part in the Gympie 
election, and thought it worth while to make a 
speech from the platform to advocate the Cttuse 
of the late Government. It was a well-known 
fact that he sold out his paper when the Palmer 
Gold :Fields were becoming deserted-when the 
banks and business people were leaving. It was 
a barefaced political appointment to make the 
editor of a paper a police magistrate, when 
there were plenty of men in the Service-clerks 
of petty sessions and others-who ought to have 
been promoted to such a position, if it were 
required. 

Mr. MOREHEAD asked the Colonial Secre­
tary if Mr. Gibson had waited upon him; if he 
had seen him or knew that the appointment was 
rescinded? 

The COLO:NIAL SECRETARY said the 
appointment was re!!cinded by the same authority 
that made it-the Execntive Council-and Mr. 
Gibson was informed of the fact immediately it 
was rescinded-before he left Cooktown to go to 
his appointment. 

Mr. HAMILTO~ Sflicl the member for Gym­
pie showed excessively bad taste in taking advan­
tage of his position to refer to Mr. Gibson as he 
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did, becanRe that gentlem::m, when on a visit to 
Gym pie, had presumed at a public meeting to 
express him,;e!f in his (~lr. H mnilton's) favour. 
His statement also that :i\Ir. Gibson's paper was 
not paying when he got the appointnwnt, a,ncl 
that the fieltl was so poor that it was becoming 
rapidly deserted, was utterly false. .i\Ir. Gibson 
was duly gazetted by thebte Government, and the 
present Government then informed him that no 
salary "·as avaibble. Kow that a sum was on 
the j<;,;timates for that place that pretext die! 
not hold good, and he therefore wanted to know 
what other rea,son would Ue giveu. 

The PH.E:".fl};R said hew''" one of those who 
heltl that no Govemment had ''ny rig-ht to spend 
pnlJlicuwney\vithont the 8anction of I)al'limuent, 
exeept in c~se~ of nrge11cy. That was a funda­
ment:tl principle of their Con,;titution; and he 
would never recoguise the right of any Govern­
lnent, two or three days before guing out of 
oftlce, to create new billets to give to their sup· 
porterR or anybody eLse, unh'ss they ''Tere urgently 
necessary. He considered that all appointments 
nutrle under those circun1sta,nceH ought nnt to be 
recognised. Those were hit-3 vievv~, in which the 
other rnernberi-l of the Go\'Ol'Ilnleut agreed, aud 
upon which they h:td acted. This appointment 
was not urgently nece,;sary ; it had not the 
:tuthority of Parliament, and wns made by the 
late U overnmerit two or three days before they 
left office. 

Mr. AHCHER said the hon. gentlcnMn had 
stated the constitutional law correctly, but in 
practice it was often found necessary to depart 
from it. He had continued to make appoint­
ments, not at :tll corruptly, of pilots and other 
officers which were abwlutely neccssm-y, up to 
the time he left office. After interviewing the 
Port Officer, he made such n,ppnintments when 
he thought they were necessary to preYent dis­
aster, and he was not at all afraid of being able 
to ju~tify his action. No,v, \Vas not Boulin. one 
of those place,; that absolutely dem:mded a police 
ruagiHtrate? It was a rising town~hip, RO far 
removed from all points of civilization that it 
was time there was a police magistrate appointed 
to look after it. 

The COLOXIAL SECRETARY said Mr. 
Gibson was gazetted on the 3rd November, 1883. 

Mr. BLACK asked if the hon. gentleman could 
give the date of the GLLzette when the appointment 
was rescinded ? 

The COLONIAL SECHETARY said he 
conic! not find it in the GLLzette. If it had not 
been gazetted it was a departmental error, be­
canse it ought to have been gazetted. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he clearly understood 
the htm. gentleman to ,;ay that l\Ir. Gibson was 
informed that the appointment was rescinded 
before he left Cooktown. 

The COLON"IAL SJWRETARY: Yes; at 
the e:trliest possible moment. He was put to no 
unnecessary expense, or hardship, or inconveni· 
ence. 

Question put and p:tssecl. 
'l'he COLO-"'IAL SJ£CRETARY, in moving 

£1,2115 for \Vater Police, said the vote w:ts the 
same as last year. 

Qnestion put and passed. 
The COLONIAL SECRETARY, in moving 

the item of £27,010, salaries and contingencies, 
Government Printing Department, said there was 
an increase of £,)0 to the overseer, who had been in 
the department about seventeen years, and who 
had had no increase for a very long time. There 
was also an increase to the accountant, and 
several small increases to the officers in the 
printing, bookLinding, and machinery depart­
ments. The largest increase was in the contin­
gencies- £500 for wages, £1,500 for paper, 

m:tclrines, types, and incidentals, and £1,GOO 
for additional stettm ·printing and binding 
1nachineH. 'l1 hese were uecessary, owing to the 
incrensccl wm'k of the clepartment. 

::\lr. J\IACF ARLAXE said there appeared to 
him to be a wonderful uniformity in the salaries 
of officers in this depa1-tmont. He found th:tt 
the foreman bookbinder, reader, machinist, pub­
lisher, engineer and stereotyper were all pn.id 
the ,;mne salary, and were all increased £25 this 
year. He did not think all those men were 
eqmtlly entitled to the increased salary. He 
would take the first, the foreman bookbinder­
that gentlem:tn had been over twenty-one ye:trs 
in the Service, and he believed every member of 
the Committee would agree, not only that that 
gentlen1an'~ work had very n1uch increased, Lut 
al;o that it wa,; done well. Th:tt person, he 
believed, had no increase in his salary for the 
last nineteen years, and his work had been more 
than doubled during that time. Looking at the 
salaries already voted that afternoon to other 
men, and :tt the salaries voted to the " cadet., " 
for reporting, £285 he thought was a miserable 
sabry for men like those he referred to, after 
serving twenty years. The "cadets," after serv­
ing only three years, actually got higher snJaries 
than those men who had to be continually at 
work whilst the " cadets" were only working 
three or four months in the year. That did not 
look at all like bir play. Some of those men were 
entitled to more money, and he hoped their 
claims would receive consideration. 

Mr. MOEEHEAD said it was evident th:tt 
the htm. member had been got at by the foreman 
bookbinder, and the foreman bookbinder ought 
to get a reprimand from the head of his depart­
ment. He (Mr. l'.forehe~tcl) knew none of thtme 
men to whom the hon. member referred, though 
he noticed that five of them were receiving 
the same salary. He did not hold at all with 
the hon. member that a compar·ison could be 
instituted between those gentlemen and the 
"c:tdets," who, :ts had been stated, were so 
termed in error, and who were practically re­
porters of that House and not " cadets" at all. 
If the foreman bookbinder had been receiviug 
£2GO for the last nineteen years he thought he 
had done remarlmbly well. He was C[Uite pre­
pared to put his faith in the Premier so f:tr that 
he was certain th,>se advances had been properly 
considered and jnstly clue to those gentlemen, 
and to all equally, and not that the foreman 
buokbincler shoul<l be specially selected. 

The COLO:L\IAL SECEETAHY said he 
found, upon inquiry, that those increases had 
been recommended, and he knew that in one or 
two instance!':l the increases were fair ; but he 
found that all had been on the same footing for 
a great many years. No complaint h:tcl been 
made against any of them, and he thought it 
would appear invidiout~ to give an increase in one 
case and nut in the others. He therefore 
acceded to all the recommendations. 

Mr. ALA~D said he wished to refer to the 
item "Printing and publishing A. C. Gregory's 
work on Exploration," and asked how it was 
that the work had not been published in the 
ore! inary way by booksellers instead of by the 
Government. He had not seen the book yet, 
and would like tolmow when it would be issued. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY saiL! it was, 
he found, a work anthorisecl by the late Govern­
ment, and was not yet ready to be issued ; though 
it would be ready shortly. He had not yet seen 
the work himself, but he had found that the 
expenditure had been incurred, and he had 
nothing to do but ask tire Committee to sanction it. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said that so far :ts he 
knew the work was one of great interest. 
Records of Australian explorations were practi, 
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cally out of print, he believed, and _he thonght 
it woulcl be a benefit to the colony 1f the work 
was printed. It would involve a very small 
cost, which would, he thought, he recouped by 
the sale of the work, which would be found to 
be very interesting. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved that 

the sum of £3,050 be granted for Salaries, etc., 
for the Agent-General for the colony. The 
amount was the same as bst ye:tr. 

JVIr. JYIOREHEAD said that the present w:ts 
perhaps not an inopportune time to ask the 
Premier what arrang·ements he had made or 
intended to make with regard to the Agent­
General's Office ; whether he intended to dismiss 
the present Agent-General or not, and if he did, 
who he intended to appoint in his place? 

The JYHEJYIIER said the Government had not 
had the matter under their consideration since 
the temporary appointment of lHr. Hemmant to 
act during the absence of Mr. Archer. They 
had not received any communication from Eng­
land from either of those gentlemen subse(\uent 
to the receipt of the telegrams from here noti­
fying them of th~ temporary arran15em_ent. He 
expected to rece1ve some commumcatwn every 
day and when they received information the 
Go;ernment would deal with the matter. 

Mr. BLACK said he took it that at present the 
country paid double expenditure in connection 
with the office of Agent-General at home. Mr. 
Archer was drawing his salary during his three 
months' letwe of absence, and he presumed JVlr. 
Hemmant was also getting some salary. Tl;e 
Premier had just given as a reason why he d1d 
not appoint a police magistrate at Boulia that 
there was no J•rovision for such an officer 
on the Estimates, but he assumed that in a 
matter of so much importance afl this it 
was not necessary to wait until the money 
was actually voted for it. If it wa• the 
intention of the present Government to make 
the Auent-General's Office a political one, some 
provis~m would have to be made on the B~ti­
mates for compensation to the gentleman fillmg 
the position, as it could hardly be expected that 
a ~entleman would go to the expense which was 
in~olved in the acceptance of that office if he was 
liable to he ousted by every successive Ministry 
that came into power. He assumed the adrh­
tional expenses connected with the Agent­
General's Office would appear on the Supple­
mentary Estimates. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said that 
the salary of an acting officer was never placed 
on the Estimates-in-Chief, bnt upon the Supple­
mentary Estimate,,. He did not agree with the 
hrm. niember for lYiackay that if the Agent­
General's Office was made a political office they 
would have to provide for compensation for the 
~entleman accepting the position; but he thought 
they would have to provide for travelling ex· 
penses. 

Mr. MACROSSAN said that, without entering 
into the question whether the office of A!,!'ent­
General wns to become a political one or not, he 
could scnrcely g-ive credence to the statement of 
the hon. gentle~nan that the position of Agent­
General had not been reconsidered. It was now 
about three m mths since the Agent-General 
received forcible leave of absence that would 
expire--

The COLONIAL SECRETAHY: It will ex­
pire, I think, about the 11th _April, f1S I do not 
think the teleo-ram reached lum unt1l the 11th 
January. I l~ave received a letter from JVlr. 
Archer elated the 11th January. 

Mr. MACROSSAN said the Premier made 
his statement when the House met on the lOth 

January. He could scarcely un~l~rstan~ any 
(J-uvernment being in such a pos1t10n without 
considering the necebsity, if they inten_ded to do 
it at all, as that of filling up such an 1mpmtant 
office within six weeks' time. Hon. m em hers were 
entitled to better and fuller information than 
the hon. gentleman had given them. They 
wanted to know the position the colony occupied 
in regard to the present Agent-General and the 
Acting Ag,ent-General. How long wa~ Mr. 
Archer's leave of absence to be contmued, 
and how long was l\Ir. Hemmant to be con­
tinued in his office? The Government must have 
considered the question, or else they were wmse 
business men than he considered them to be. 

The OOLO::\fiAL RECRETAilY said that on 
the lOth J auuary he explained to the House the 
circumstances under which the Government ha,] 
acted with re"ard to the Agent-Geneml, and they 
were in posse~sion of not n1uch inforn1ation since 
then as to the cond net of business in the London 
office. He had only received two or three le~terg 
with regard to insurance-one he had rece1ved 
that day-so that the Government had not 
practically much fuller information now than they 
had in January. They expected soon to have 
more information, and then the whole matter 
would be considered. He could not help it if hon. 
gentlemen opp<mite were not satisfied with his 
explanation. The matter had not been under 
consideration, because the Government had 110 
further infonnation yet. 

Mr. MACROSSAN said that the Government 
must have known its own mine! when they 
gave lYir. Archer leave of absence. They must 
have known why that leave of absence \;:as 
given. That, he thought, the ho!l· Color:ml 
Secretary would not deny. ·what mformatwn 
did the hon. gentleman want upon the s1:h· 
ject? Did he expect Mr. Hemman~ to _furm.sh 
him with information which would JUStify hnu 
in not reinstating Mr. Archer? \Vhat had in­
surance letters to do with the position. The 
Committee wttnted to know whether the Govern· 
ment intended to reinstate Mr. Archer in his 
position or not, or, at any rate, he (IHr. JY[ac· 
rossan) wanted to know that, or whether they 
were to wait for incriminatory evidence to be 
given by Mr. Hemmant, which woul~ be l?ut 
before the House as the reason for not remsbttmg 
Mr. Archer. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he had 
already stated to the House why the Govern­
ment relieved Mr. Archer for three months. 
Some information which had been received 
since then had been laid on the table of the 
House, and any further information wh!ch was 
received while the House sat would be la1d upon 
the table in due course. At the present time 
they had very little more information than they 
had in January. \Vhen the Government ascer­
tained how the business was being conducted 
in the London office they would be in a better 
position to decide. ' No conclusion ht;d been 
arrived at yet, nor had the matter rece1ved the 
further consideration of the Government. 

Mr. MACROSSAN said the hon. gentleman 
had stated that he was waiting to ascertain how 
the business in the Agent-General's Office was 
being carried on. vVas it simply to ascertain 
that that Mr. Archer was suspended, or had the 
Gov~rnment not something more substantittl in 
their minds when they suspended him: Did the 
present Government suspend other officers to see 
how their business was being carried on? For 
instance, did they suspend it police magi~trate 
out west? Surely it was a very unusual thmg to 
suspend an officer without any substantial reason 
for doing so. It was not sufficient for the hon. 
member to tell the Committee that he was wait· 
ing for information which might never arrive. It 
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seemed to him that the suspension of l\Ir. 
Arc11Pl' \\'~1S clone for no l'eason whatever; and 
110\V they were wa.iting for n reaNon to ju:-;tify 
them for their action. 

The COLO~IAL SECRETARY sai<l 1Ir. 
Archer 1night \vell excla,inl "Sa.ve n1e fron1 n1y 
friemls !" The hon. member for TownsYilie 
insisted that lVIr. Archer was suspended, whereas 
he had only receiYed le,we of absence. ]~very­
one, he thought, would agree with him that tl1e 
in1111igratinn systen1 of the colony was being 
conducted very unsatisfactorily when the present 
Governm.ent to?k officr, and it \Vfl.H nect>~sary 
to ITlflke IrrnneLhate arrangmnents to rectify it. 
Therefore the Government thought it better to 
haYe the office admini,;tered by some one who 
was in sympathy with them. He gave a full 
explanation on thut subject on the first dlty the 
House met. 

Mr. BLACK said he thoug·ht the Government 
n1nst be in poss( ,.,~ion of 1norr. inforn1ation on the 
subject than they seemed inclined to give to the 
Committee. The mutter was one which had 
excited the amuzement of the whole of Australiu 
-that <-1 gcntlenu"tn, occupying snch a ·well-known 
lJO:·lition, \vho was nnivers.ally res1wcted, and to 
whom no one hall paid a higher tribute tha,n the 
Premier himself ut the commencement of the 
session, when he spoke of Mr. Archer as a 
gentlA1nan '\vhose integrity and honour was so 
well known as to entitle him tn uni versa! 
respect, should he so treated by the Govern­
ment. Yet he stated now that he felt thut Mr. 
Archer could not work in uccord with the present 
Government. Thut was in his (2\Ir. Bhtck's) 
opinion u very poor reflection on the present 
("overmnent, and he thought the Premier made 
u very great mistuke when he suid thut a 
gentleman of such undoubted honour and 
stmightforwurd chumcter could not work in 
unison with them. 

Mr. JYJORBHEAD suid he assumed that 
when :VIr. Hemnmnt replied to his appointment 
by wire, he was aware of the reason why he wus 
so appointed, and he assumed ulsothat if any "reat 
discovery had been murle 11r. Hemmant ,:ould 
ha,ve used the telegraph in communicuting with 
~he Coloniul Secretary here. They had not been 
mfonnerl of uny such discoveries by the Premier, 
a;lthough nearly_ two months hud passetl away. 
Surely snch a h1gh-cluss, or low-class, detective 
as M:. Hmm;mnt, with his ferret-like cupucity 
for d1scovery m all the nooks and cmnnies of the 
office, must have found something out before 
now if there was unything to find out. If 
he had found it out, he (:VIr. l\Torehead) was 
perfectly certain he would, in the most rapid 
way, communicute the information to the Pre­
mier, and in the most sturtling terms. He 
wonhl ask the hon. gentleman whether he hud re­
ceived any telegrams whatever from l\1r. Hemmunt 
dealing with anything contuined in the insinua­
tions a~ainst either the honour or the capacity of 
the Agent-General; the Committee, he thouiTht 
were fairly entitled to information on that point: 
The Government had given very insufficient rea­
sons why they had suspended a man who was not 
only a credit to Queensland, but to the whole of 
J\ustraliu.. A more truly representative mun 
d1cl not eXJst than Mr. Thomas Archer ; and it 
was certuinly very gratifying to find that, while 
the Premier had tried to blucken the reputation 
of 11r. Archer-the man whom he regarded as 
u very able man-Her :Majesty's Govern men thud 
decorated him for the services they considered 
he had done this colony. 

The COLONIAL SECILETARY suid he dill 
not think it necessury, for the purpose of 
pmising one officer, to disparage another. For 
Mr. Archer he had the highest regard; und so 
he had for Mr. Hemmunt. Mr. Hemmant had 

rendore<l services in the colony fllr greater 
than l\lr. Archer h>t<l even·emlered to the colony 
in I..~ondon, n.nd he was ju:-:t a.:; honourable a n1a;1 
as i\I r. Archer. i\[r. Hcmnnant was uppointecl to 
uct as Agent-Geueml for three months. Hon. 
n;embers opposite mig-ht think that, under these 
mrcunl!"-)ta,ncef-:, the Governtnent would (rive 
secret in;;tructions tn see if the Agent-Gen';,ml 
ha,cl not ~one son1ething wrong ; Lnt the:y judged 
of the hovernment by themselves, as 1t never 
occurred to him to give ;;uch instructions. 1Tr. 
Hennnant was appointed because he \\as 
familiar with the work, having administered the 
Treasury here, and having also acted as Colonial 
Secretary during the absence of i\lr. ::'lfacalister. 
It ~eve: occurred to him (the Coloninl Secretal'y) 
to mqmre of :;\lr. Hemmant if he could discover 
anything against ~'Ir. Archer. He bud the higheHt 
regard for :Mr. Archer's character, but he had 
not_ the highe~t r~gard fnr his judgment or his 
busmess cupumty m managing the affairs of the 
colony when he was brought into contact with 
sharp business men at home. He lmd certainly 
never usked l\fr. Hemmant to report on l\fr. 
Archer's delinquencies ; he did not believe there 
were any. He hud receive<! several telegrams 
from Mr. Hemmunt in answer to inquiries mucle 
as to the future immigmtion business. On all 
these matters lYir. Archer wus instructed to re­
port himself; and the only information he (the 
Colonial Secretary) hud received hud been from 
letters signed by Mr. Archer. He was bound 
to say, however, that from the letters he hud 
received, he saw no reason to donbt the wisdom 
of the course taken by the Government in tem­
porarily !'being JYir. Hemmant in the London 
office. 

Mr. MACROSSAN said he did not know Mr. 
Archer at all; but he knew somethiniT of lYlr 
Hemmant ; and he did not think he 

0

had <lis: 
tiuguished himself in the Treasurv · and if thnt 
was all the credit that the Gover;1ment could 
give him, it was very little indeed. If 11r. 
Hemmant did not receive uny instructions 
from ~he h?n. gcntlemun to play the part of 
detect~ve, 1t was because he required none. 
He d1d not come out of the inquirv he 
entered into himself with very clean hands 
and he would require no instructions to pby 
the part of detective if he hue! been pbced ther'e 
for tlmt pm·pose. '\Vhether he had been or not 
he (l\ir. J\ilacrossan) could not say. It seemeJ 
strang-e that, ulmost us soon us the Government 
came into office, Mr. Archer should be considered 
not to be in sympathy with the Government, and 
should not be entmsted with instructions. Had he 
disobeyed any instructions? Did the Uovern­
lnent. give h~n1 an O}~portunit:>: of ~arrying out 
any ms~ructwns ? D1d they giVe lum a clmnce 
of showmg whether he wus in symputhy with the 
business of the country or not? lt wa's a matter 
of no importance what :Mr. Archer's politic:.; 
were_; thut _was q1;1ite independent of his duty to 
public bnsmess 1f Mr. Archer had the hi"h 
churacter that had been given hi~1. He thoug'l1t 
there was something else behiwl 1[r. Archer's 
suspension and Mr. H emmant's appointment than 
that the hon. gentleman hail given. There was 
something that he was afmid to disclose. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
hon. member must be judging others by him­
self. The Government had clone everything 
openly and above-board. If the hon. gentleman 
thought they were actuated by some buse motives 
let him hold his opinion; but he hail no ri,,ht t<; 
expect that other hon. members should hold the 
smne opinion. He thought it would be a most 
unfortunute cuse if, when the Agent-General was 
relieved of his functions, it should be supposed 
that any censure was cust upon him. A man 
might be c>f the highest cha-racter and greutest 
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abl!ity, but not. be a good Agent-Geno_ral. It 
wa~ never con~Hlered a, slur on a forergn arn­
bassadnr to be relieved of his functions and sent 
t<J another place. He thoug-ht it ought to be 
understood th:ct the officer appointed as Agent­
(}eneral might be relieved of his functions 
without it being suppo~od in any degree th~t 
censure had been cast upon his character. It 
might be that the duties of Ag-ent-General a~ a 
particular time ret[ uired a g-entlmmm of speCial 
<pu1lities that the actw:l Age_nt·General d~d 
nut po~Res:.;; such a thrng- nught happen rn 
(-lneensland, as it hait in the neighbouring 
colonies, and he thought it was unfortunate that 
t!Je Opposition shoultl endeavour to Slll'l"!rt 
their friem[-,md he should be glad tu calllum 
his frienrl-hy almsing :i\h. Hemm,nt. 

:i\Ir. MACJWSSAN said that ;\Ir. A.rcher was 
n<>t his friend at all, nor did he almse :i\Ir. 
J-Iernn1ant in the slighte~t degree; but he knew 
that in his capacity as Treasurer, JVIr. Hemmant 
got the country into financial difficulties and 
then ran away. He believed it was CJ.Uite possible 
to have honesty and independence in any man in 
whatever position he occupied, but, ~ts the hon. 
gentleman had ,,aid fre<1uently, actions spoke 
louder than words, n,nd the hon. gentleman must 
be judged by his actions. 

The COLOXIAL SlWitETAHY said the 
hon. gentleman always tried to have the last 
word, and used it to make afresh attack. It was 
entirely incorrect to say that lYir. Hemmant got 
the affairs of the colony into confusion and then 
ran away. Mr. Hemmant left the affairs of the 
colony in an extremely flourishing condition. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : Looking at it from the 
standpoint of the present occupants of the Trea­
sury Benches, JVIr. Hemmant did leave the affairs 
of the colony in a flourishing state. He left it in 
the state his party generally did-on the verg·e of 
bankruptcy. 

The COLONIAL SJ<~CRl~TAUY: The hon. 
gentlerwtn forgetH that J\1r. Hennnant went 
away before the dreadful drought came on. 

:Mr. MACIWSSAN said Mr. Hemmant left 
in 187G under a cloud, which was dispelled by 
his successor when he came into office. \V hen 
JIIIr. Hemmant left, he and his colleagues were 
under the impression that the country was on 
the verge of bankruptcy. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved that 

£7080 be voted for seJariec; and contingencies 
in connection with Immigration. He might say 
that he was not at all satisfied with the condition 
of the department which lookrd after immi­
grants on their arrival in the colony. Proper 
provision had not been made for finding them 
work, and the Gtwernment would devote their 
immediate attention to the matter, with the 
view of assisting immigrants to find work, and 
treating them better when they had arrived. 

Mr. BEATTIE said he would ask the Colonial 
Secretary whether it was the intention of the 
Government to do anything with the present 
immigration depot? It would be very satis­
factory if they would give that information. 
Nothing but demolishing the present building 
would give satisfaction to any person who knew 
anything at all about the locality. 

The COLONIAL SECRETAHY said that 
the hon. gentleman would find, in the estimate 
for the expenditure of surplus revenue, that 
there was £10,000 put down towards building a 
new depot. The only thing that could he done 
with the present building was to pull it down 
or devote it to srmre other purpose. 

:Yir. FERGUSOK ,oaid he would like to call 
the attention of the <+overnrnent to the immi­
pration depot at Rockhamption, which was 

quite as bad as the one at Brisbane, if not worse! 
He would like to know whether the Colonia. 
Secretary intended to construct another building-. 
There were seven wardsruen on the estimate 
who were receiYing £,)30 between them. He 
did not know whether the whole sum was 
divided equally, or whether one got more th'm 
the other:-;, In any C[tf:le, the a.rnount was so 
smnJl that it was not fair remuneration at all. 
The wardsn1n,n at ltockharnpton got £80, and 
his duties were very arduous, and he got 1s. per 
da,y for rationR; but it \va.s in1pmmible fur a, rnm1 
to live in a place like lluckh,unptun on th:1t 
salary, if he had a family. 

The COLO~L\.L SECl~ETAltY said that 
with re~pect to the hon. gentleman's CJ.Uv,tion 
nbout the bnmigra,tion depOt at Rocklutmpton, 
if he looked ttt the estimate for the expenrliture 
of surplus revenue, he would find that J:G,OOO w:1s 
put down for a new building there. As to the 
wardsmen, six got £80 each and one £:)0. 

Mr. FERGUSOX said he would like to see 
the salaries of those men increased. Thev could 
not keep fm11iliet) on the 8alnries they V\··m:e being 
paid. He was not sure whether the mn,trons 
were allowed a cedain sum. 

The COLONIAL SJ~CH.ETARY: They get 
an allowance for rations and quarters. 

Mr. NOR TON said he would like to ask the 
Colonial Secretary if anything had been done 
with the old gaol, towards affording acconunoda­
tion for immigrants. He understood a promise· 
wa~;madethataccommodation should be provided. 

The COLONIAL S.ECRETAJtY said the old 
gaol was used to relieve the depot whene,·er 
there was any pressure. It had been used ever 
since attention was first called to the matter. 

Mr. BUCKLAND said he wished to ask the 
Colonial Secretary if it was a fact that warders 
and others in the Brisbane depot were in 
the habit of making a charge to the immi­
grants on landing for cooking their food-a 
demand made at each meal on every member 
of a family? He had received letters from several 
immigrants who had landed, saying that directly 
a meal was prepared, a demand bad been made 
of from ld. to 2d. per head on the family. It 
was a most unreasonable and illegal demand, and 
he should like to know whether it was authorised 
by any regulations. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he had 
just heard of the matter from his hon. colleague 
the :i\linister for \Vorks, who was in charge of the 
Colonial Secretary's Office while he was away, 
and who informed hirn that a charge was made, 
but that he immediately gave instructions to 
have it stopped. Such a thing would certainly not 
be allowed. 

Mr. CHGBJ3 said he would like to ask the 
Colonial Secretary what had been done with 
reference to the immigration buildings at Bowen, 
which were severely damaged by the late hurricane? 

The COLONIAL SECHETAHY said he 
received the vouchers for the repairs that morn­
ing, and all that remained to be done was to ]my 
them. 

Mr. BLACK said he had been through 
the immigration depot in Brisbane when it 
was full, and he must say that it would be 
utterly impos:;ible for any Government to make 
alterations sufficient to make it a habitable place. 
In1n1igrant1:i, after staying a night or t\vo in the 
depot, often took such a disgust to the colony 
that they adopted almost every means in their 
power to get out of it as quickly as possible ; it 
was so unlike what they had been led to expect 
by the immigration lecturers at home. There 
was a wardsman at :i\Iackay who harl been re­
ceiving £60 a year, and the late Government had 
promised to increase the amount to £80. He 
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hoped he might take it for granted that that pro­
mise would be carried out. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
salary of the wardsman at J\Iaclmy was provided 
at the rate of £80. 

i\Ir. PAL"!\IER asked whether any arrange­
ments were likely to be made for landing immi­
grants at N ormanton or at Hughenden? There 
was a great demand for labour of all sorts there, 
and wages were perhaps higher than in a.ny other 
part of Queensland. Passengers landed from the 
mail steamers at Thursday Island could be con­
veyed to Nonnanton within two days afterwards, 
anrl work could be gmtranteed for a very large 
nnmber. 

The COLO~IAL SECRETARY said the 
GoYernmont had not yet had an opportunity 
of working out the best way of di,;tributing 
innni~Tants in the colony. \Vithout going into 
rlektils, he might s'"Y it was their present intention 
to provide for getting periodical returns from 
clerks of petty sessions containing inforn1ation 
as to persons desiring to engage inunigrants, so that 
the Government would be in a position to know 
week by week what demand there was for labour 
in different parts of the colony. On getting that 
information they would take the best means they 
could to see that the demand was Hnpplied by 
;.;ending irnmigrants thither. To Nonnanton 
they would go from Thursday Island, and to 
Hu~henden from Townsville. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said that for years past he 
had advocated the establishment of depots in the 
interior, and every Government had promised to 
do RO, but none of them had tackled the question. 
He knew it was a difficult one, but it might be 
mastered; and then they would no longer see the 
spectacle of crowds in Brisbane crying out that 
they could not get work, when labour was never 
more scarce and dear in the interior than it was 
at the present time. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said they 
had heard a great deal within the last few days 
about immigrants seeking employment and not 
being able to find it. Some of them interviewed 
him \he other day, and he informed them that 
on making their wants known to the Immigration 
Agent everything would be done for them that 
possibly could be in the way of getting them em­
ployment. On the following morning about sixty 
of them went to the Immigration Agent asking for 
work, and they were informed that they would 
he provided with pasHes to Roma or any other 
town in the interior, and be provided with rations 
and quarters until they could get work. They 
were requested to leave their names with the 
wardsman. Not a single one left his name with 
the wardsman, or showed the slightest desire to 
get work. 

Mr. BUCKLAND asked whether anything 
had been decided as to the site of the new 
depot? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said nothing 
had been yet decided, but he was of opinion that 
the site of the old gaol might be made an orna­
mental square, beneficial to the health of that 
part of the town, beautiful to look at, and with 
plenty of accommodation for an immigration 
dep6t within it. The locality would be improved, 
and the immigrants would get a pleasant instead 
of an unpleasant idea of the country to which 
they had come. 

Mr. MACROSSAN asked whether it wa' the 
intention of the Government, as he had heard, to 
appoint an Immigration Agent in London, quite 
apart from the Agent-General, with a large 
salary, who would have control over the whole 
of the emigration from Great Britain and Ireland 
and the Continent, and be directly responsible to 
the Go\'ernment? 

The COLO~IAL SECRETARY replied, he 
could not say that the Government had any 
intentions on the subject. The idea had occurred 
to himself, and he believed he had mentioned it 
to one of hi" colleagues as a thing worth thinking 
of. Beyond that he bad not gone. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL SECRETARY, in moving 

that £19,783 be granted for Asylums for the 
Insane, said there was an increase of £1,000 for 
incidentals, owing unfortunately to the largely 
increased number of patients. The asylum at 
Goodna was n_ot exactly full, but it had become 
so full that 1t was absolutely neces,ary that 
immediate steps should be taken to provide 
another one, as beyond a certain number of 
inmates an asylum could not be worked satis­
factorily. 

l\Ir. CHUBB said th>tt at present insane 
persons were maintained ::tt the asylum entirely 
at the expense of the country, while many of 
then1 were posseF;Ked of 1neans enough to nwin~ 
tain them at their own charge. In England, 
persons having means were not chargeable to the 
country. He knew of a case where an insane 
person was kevt for years in an asylum who had 
£800 for years lying at fixed deposit in one of the 
banks in Brisbane-sufficient to have maintained 
him. He hoped the Government would see 
their way to introduce a Bill dealing with that 
matter. 

The COLONIAL SECIU<;TAHY said the 
Government would, he hoped, next session 
introduce a Bill dealmg with the insane. A Bill 
had been drafted a good many years, but it had 
been drafted in such a manner that they had 
never been able to get it through. He hoped 
that before next session it would be put in such 
a condition that the House would be able to 
accept it without material amendment. He 
quite recognised the importance of it, and was 
sorry that it had been delayed so long. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he remembered the 
Bill well. They used always to open the Upper 
House with it. He agreed with the hon. member 
for Bowen that when erecting a new asylum, 
which he supposed would be at Toowoomba, as it 
appeared the most suitable place, proper provision 
would be made for the accommodation of pay­
ing patients, instead of having them herded 
together with those who were practically paupers. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he con­
sidered Toowoomba was the best place to erect 
another asylum. It was easily accessible and 
convenient; and he did not think it would be ad­
visable to send patients northwards. Land was 
purchased at Toowoomba for the purpose some 
years ago. 

Mr. NORTON said he would recommend Port 
Cnrtis as a site for an asylum. Hon. members 
might laugh, but there was no more healthy place 
in the whole of Queensland than Glaclstone. 
Every doctor who had gone there had been 
stal'ved out ; it was a convenient place, eRpecially 
for people coming from theN orth ; and he hoped 
the Government would, before finally settling 
the matter, give his suggestion consideration. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL SECRETARY, in moving 

that £1,685 be granted for Reception Honses for 
the Insane, said the amount was the same as last 
year. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL SECEETARY, in moving 

£24,589 for Colonial Stores, said there had been 
an increase of one additional clerk, and another 
clerk got an increase of £25. Two storemen, 
who had been a l);reat many years in the Service, 
had also got slight increases. The amount for 
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contingencies was very large-£23,000, hut owinf( 
to the increased number of police and inmates 
of asylums, and other causes, it was practically 
impossible to keep those f'xpenses down. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he did not rise to 
oppose the vote, but to express a hope that when 
the promi.sed reform in the mode of framing the 
Estimates was adopted by the hon. the Treasurer 
next year, or next session, itmnR of contingencies 
would be subdivided. It seemed monstrous to 
pass £1,5SU under the head of " salaries," ancl 
then under the apparently minor head of" con· 
tinuencies', to be a:sked to pass £23,000. He saw 
no 7·eason why "arms, a1n1nunition, and saddlery 
for police,"'' stores and clothing for asylums and 
gaolH," "stationery and :stores and blankets for 
ctborigines" shoulcl not Le subdivided <'\ncl 
scheduled, so that they could be uncler:;tood. 

The COLONIAL HECitl•:TARY s<<id the 
item might be approximately di villecl, and it 
would Le an adv<wtage to have it clone. 

Que,,tion put and passed. 
The COLONIAL SECRETARY, in moving 

th<~t £8,600 be granted for Gaols, said there was an 
increase of two turnkeys at the Brisbane Gaol, 
and also an allowance for a gaoler and m<~tron at 
l\Iackay. 

Mr. FEllGUSON asked if the hon. gentleman 
could give some information as to why the new 
a,wl at Hockhampton, which was erected five or 
~ix years ago at an expense of £14,000 or £16,000, 
had never been occupied or put to the use for 
which it was intended? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said when 
the hon. member told him the other day that 
the new gaol at Itockh>tmpton had never been 
occupied he was perfectly a1~a_zed, because he 
remembered when he w<~s l\Inuster for \Vorks 
for a short time, or even before that, visiting the 
institution to see how it was getting on, and he 
found it nearly finished. He was puzzled to 
know why it had not been occupied. Perhaps 
some of the late Government could inform 
them? 

Mr. ARCHER said perhaps the hon. memher 
for Rockhampton could tell the Committee why 
it had not been occupied? 

Mr. FERGUSON said he was not able to give 
any reason. He only )mew that the ol?- gaol, 
which had to Le propped up to keep 1t from 
tn1nbling down, wns still uRed n,s a gaol, although 
the new one had been completed for years, and 
ha•l never been nsecl. 

Mr. BLACK said he hoped the Government 
would give them some information as to whether 
or not that gaol had been occnpied. vV as it 
possible that the Government did not know how 
many gaols they had? It seemed an extra· 
ordinary thing that a building upon which a con· 
siclerable sum of money had been expended 
should be actually finished, and yet unoccupied. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said it did 
not occnr to the present Ministry when they 
went into office to inquire whether the gaol at 
Rockhampton was occupied, and a few days ago, 
when he had been told by the hon. member for 
Rockhampton that the gaol was unoccupied, 
he was very much surprised to hear it; perhaps 
some member of the late Government could 
tell them about it? 

Mr. CHUBB said that, if his recollection 
served him, the Sheriff told him in October that 
he would not take the gaol over, as it was not 
s>tfe. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said im­
mediate inquires would be made into the matter. 

question pnt and ptessed. 
The COLO::\'L\.L SECRETARY moved that 

the sum of £8,500 be voted for the Penal 

Establishment ::tt St. Helena. There wtes some 
sli~ht reduction in the vote in the item of the 
salary of the Superintendent; last year there 
were two superintendents to be provided for­
one on leave and the other acting. There was a 
salan- for a schoolmaster put down at £1.'\0, but 
it wS::s probable that the whole amount would not 
be expended. 

l\Ir. BrCKLA:i'\D asked the Colonial Secre­
tary whether a schoolmaster had been appointed 
to St. Helen<~ lately? 

The COLOXIAL SBCEET~.\RY srcitl there 
harl been some difficulty in getting one ; Lut a 
schoolmaster had lately been appointed, pro· 
bably about a month ago. 

Mr. BLACK said he understood that the 
prjsoners at St. l-Ielena \Vere taught variouR 
trades, and tlmt an attempt was made to mteke 
the establi,;lmwnt self-supporting. He would 
like to imjuire to what vote the materials used 
wcrB charged, aml what became of the things 
produced at the establishment? 

The COLOXIAL SECHETAHY said the 
tnaterials were charged to the vote for " Storr"," 
and the things made in the institution were 
sold to different dep<trtments-not to the outside 
public-and the money was treated <OS an 
earing, and credited to Itevenue. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL SECRETAHY moved that 

the sum of £2,000 be voted for Reformatories. 
l\fr. CHUBB said there was one matter 

in connection with the vote which required 
consideration. He thought it very undesir­
able that children of both sexes who were 
taken up as neglected children, should be cam 
pellecl to associate with children who were com 
mitted to the reformatory as criminals, as was the 
case in the Toowoomba Reformatory for Girls, 
which he had visited. 

The COLONIAL SECHETARY said he did 
not think that could be the case. It was not so, 
at all events, in Brisbane, where orphans were 
not sent to the reformatory and treated as 
crin,inals, but sent to the orphanage. 

l\Ir. G HOOJ\1 said he thonght the late Attor­
ney-General was right. Therewasnotthat distinc­
tion made which should be made in the case of 
the Toowoomba Reformatory for Girls. 'l'hecases 
to which the late Attorney-General referred were 
those in which children of notorious drunkards 
were brought before the Police Magistrate and 
charged as deserted children. Those children 
were immediately sent to the reformatory for 
girls at Toowoomba for two or three years, and 
no distinction was made between them and the 
children committed to the institution as crimi· 
nals. There ought to be some classification of 
those committed to the institution at TowoomLa, 
and it was sufficiently large to enable that 
classification to be carried out, if the Colonial 
Secretary only instructed the proper officers to 
do it. 

Mr. P ALMER asked the Colonial Secretary 
whether children were committed from all parts 
of the colony to those two reformatories at 
Lytton and Toowoomba? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes; from 
all parts of the colony. 

Question put and passed. 
'fhe COLONIAL SECRETARY moved that 

the sum of £23,221 be voted for the Defence 
Force. He was not in a position to give any 
lengthy information with resvect to the Volun­
teer :Force. They had a new commandant­
Colonel l<'rench-who was a highly competent 
officer, and had only recently arrived. He 
was at present engaged n1aking an inspection of 
all the various corps in the colony, and he hoped 
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to get his report shortly. In the meantime the 
J<};timates were prepared on the smne basis as 
laRt ye;~,r. 

Mr. :YIOREHK\,D said they hac] been playing 
:tt soldiers for a vm·y long tinw, and at a very 
grea,t co::-;t; a,nd a::; far us he could judge frmn 
wlmt they read in the Press of the comments 
made by the Connu:cmbnt-of whom he believed 
everything the hon. the Premier had said-they 
had very poor stuff in the Volunteet.-Force of the 
colony, so fa,r a.~ Colonel }'rench lVas ca.pttble of 
telliug them. Althongh he clicl not intend to 
oppose the item, he woulcl ~·"Y this much: that if 
he had the honour of" seat in the Hnnse when 
the }1~~thnatc~ caane on again, and there \vas 
not son1c very nu1tel'ial ilnprovenwnt in the 
Volunteer Force of the colony, he would do 
all he could, not simply to oppose the 
e:-;tirnatc, hut to han~ it HWept a.\vay entirely. 
He held very strong views upon the Volunteer 
qnestion. He looke•.l upon it as <1 perfect hum­
bug, with their lieutenant-colonels <1t £1o a year 
<1nd majors at £12 a year. It was simply playing 
at wldiers. If they were to h:cve a defence 
fnrce at all let them ha Ye a proper one, and not 
simply n. body of men who wnnted to display 
themselves in their uniforms. The place was 
full of lieutenant-colonels-one actually tumbled 
up against them in the streets-and it was more 
th<1n a joke to be asked to vote this enormous 
sum of money yen.r after year, for the very little 
satisfaction they got out of it. It might be that 
the new Commandn,nt would put some life 
into this dead body, but he could not for the 
life of him understand how the money was 
wasted year after year on what was a toy force. 
He was quite sure that the force would be useless 
if occasion arose for them to use it, and if an 
invasion carne there would be a large ntuuber of 
reslg-nn,tions and applications to retire on their 
rank, and possibly those applications would 
come from S<lme in high positions. If they were 
to lmYe a defence force, let it Le a defence force 
in reality, even if they had a militia. In his 
opinion a volunteer force w<1s simply humbug 
in the colonies. 

Mr. FOXTON said he considered he ought to 
say something on the subject. He confessed 
that, as a late Yolunteer, he quite agreed with a 
great deal that had fallen from the leader of the 
Opposition. They had been more or less playing 
at soldiers, though, he believed, they had as 
good men in Queen;land as there were in any 
part of the world for the making of soldiers. 
vVhat, however, could they expect for the pay 
that was given, if the pittance was to be con· 
sic1ered as the main inducement to join the force? 
He w<1s altogether opposed to their present system, 
and he had had some experience of it ; not only of 
the present system, but also of the land-order 
system which was in vogue some ye<1rs ago. 'fhe 
officers' expenses 'vere four or five tin1es as great 
as their pay, and it would be far better that the 
position "hould be an honorary one th:cn that it 
should remain as it was now. The matter was 
one upon which he felt strongly ; but the whole 
question was in a transitional state, and he hoped 
that, with the new Commandant at the head of the 
force, something better might be looked for. In 
Victoria they had now a most complete scheme, 
which was, he believed, working tolerably well; 
but there they had a department of defence, and 
proper attention was paid to it. He hoped, if 
they had a defence force in Queensland in the 
future, it would not be a laughing-stock, as it vvas 
to a certain extent at the present time-not from 
any fault of the men, but simply because proper 
mettns were not taken to secure the best men awl 
give thmn encouragen1ent. 

::\Ir. GROO:\I said he believed that, if the 
whole of the colony were polled to-morrow, the 

verdict wonld be in favour of the opmwns held 
by the lett<ler of the Opposition. He thought, 
how~ver, that the new CommatHhtnt should have 
every facility afforded him to "ee if he could make 
:onything out of the material at his command, 11nd 
if he w:ts unable to do Ro it h11d better Le wiped ont 
altogether, and then let them have a permanent 
force, such as they had in Victori:c and New 
South \ValeR. The hon. and gallant member for 
C:trn:crvon had referred to the small salaries 
which were received by the of!icers, which were 
nothing compared with the snms which they 
were ont of pocket in providing themselves 
\Vith accontrernents, etc. Smne volunteers, no 
donbt, rigg-ed thernselves out in unifonn 
simply with a cle;;ire to show themselves in 
fantm;tical form, bnt he believed there w"s a.lso 
a considerable amonnt of milit<1ry spirit among't 
them. To inspire this ;;till more it would ],e a 
very goo<l thing if cadet classes could be estab­
li,;hed in every grmnmar school in the colony, 
and ]Jlaced under the control of the officers who 
had charge of the forces. They h:~d ;;uch a class 
at the Toowoomba Grmrmmr School, but it was 
not instrncted by the general milit<1ry officer. 
He thought that it should be so, and that it 
should not be conducted by the ordinn.ry drill­
sergeant, whose sa,lary was paid for by the 
trustees. 

Mr. BLACK said he did not know why, every 
time the Volunteer vote came beforehon. members, 
the Volunteers should be considered fair game for 
ridicule. It was a great mistake, for the best 
way to get a good volunteer force was to en­
courage the men and not to discourage them in 
the House. The Volunteer movement had always 
been ridiculed in its iuitiatorystttges. It was ridi­
culed in Victoria and New South \Vales, and a]. 
though he was not a volunteer, and did not wish 
particularly to say anything to the credit or dis­
credit of the force, he believed that if their senice~ 
were ever required they would come to the front 
as well as anyone else in the colony, and would 
form a nuclens around which outsiders could 
rally. As for the member for Carnarvon, know­
ing what he knew <1bout the force, it would have 
been very much better if he had stuck to it. 
He thought also that boys in State schools should 
all be drilled ; it would lead in years to come to 
a really efficient body of volunteers, and there­
fore <1 sum of money should be voted for drill 
instmctors to State schools. The Volunteer vote 
w:ts one which should be carefully watched. 
He believed that the new system of paying 
volunteers so much a head had had a good result. 
From his own knowledge he knew that in some 
parts of the country they had progressed ; and 
he thought that the new Commandant would 
make some important improvements in a year or 
two. To do awn.y with the whole vote would be 
to waste all the money that the colony had 
spent, and leave it in a peculiar position should 
it be 'tttacked. 

Mr. HAMILTON said he wished to know 
whether the expeme o~ establishing a cnrJ•S at 
Cuoktown had been prov1ded for. It was quite true 
that the Volunteers were generally the subject of 
ridicnle; but America depended upon volunteers, 
and their succe:,,s there showed the services they 
would render when called upon. 

The COLONIAL SECHETAllY said the 
expense of the new corps at Cooktown was sutli­
cienly provided for in the proposed vote. 

Mr. FOX TON said he was obliged to the hon. 
member for Mackay for telling him what it was 
not creditnble for him to do. It came with 
excellent taste from the hon. member, who had 
never thrown himself, so to speak, into the breach 
and become a Yolunteer in l1ic; life. He might 
tell the hon. member that up to within a 
week of his (Mr. :Foxton's) election he was ~ 



Supply. [26 FEBRUARY.) Supply . 497 

volunteer ; but as it was an office of profit 
under the Crown-the profit being £10-it 
beca,rne necessary for hin1 to resign his connnis­
sion in view of his election. 

Mr. AECHER said he had a strong opinion 
on the que,tinn. 1:-Ie thought the colony shonld 
h>we a militia force, an<l tlmt every man shonlrl 
be calle<l upon to defend his country if 
necesH<try. But if they could not institute a 
militia, then they must have volnnteers. It wn,s 
a great mistake to think that "a little learning 
was a <langemns thing." It wail much better 
than none at all; and even volunteers, if called 
upon and properly led, would be more efficient 
than a body of men tbat was simply a mob. 
They mu 't he prepared to defend themselves if 
ever" they were attacked ; and if that was not the 
proper system, then let it he improved. But he 
hoped there would be no talk of knocking the 
yote off the Estimates for what might really be 
made a benefit to the colony. 

:\J:r. P"ALMER said it could not be a matter 
of surprise that the Volunteers were subject 
for ridicule, when they found that they were 
taken by speci'tl train to an encampment tt 
few miles from Brisbane instead of m<trching 
there. In New South \Vales there was a br 
better volunteer system. Kumbers of young 
fellows there went out to exerch;e after office 
hours, and they were also taught the use of 
fi1·ettrrns. He agreed with the Speaker abont 
the desirability of drilling boys in State schools. 

J\fr. FOXTON said it was the first time he 
had he>ud that there was a railway to Lytton. 
He could tell the hon. member that Volunteers 
did march to the enc;1mpments there, though 
some who could not get away earlier from their 
callings went down by the steamer. 

Mr. P ALMER said he was glad to be corrected 
by the hon. nwmber. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said that, as one of the tax­
paying cornn1unity, mHl as representing a district 
which was not likely to be attacked for some con­
siderable time after Brisbane, he distinctly pro­
tested against a monstrous expenditure for what 
he termed playing- at soldiers. Could not the 
Government give them a nucleus of something 
like there W"-S in New South \Vales, round which 
the Volunteers could rally? There they had a 
central body of highly well paid men, and out­
side th<tt they had the Volunteers. They had 
simply got a disorganised rabble in the shape 
of a volunteer force-with the exception of 
the artillery, who were a well ch·illed bocly of 
rnen-who, with a,rtns put in their hands, 'vere 
:J.s likely to misuse them as us~ them. After the 
lamentable reports they had heard from Colonel 
]<'rench, he hopc<l they would get from the Colo­
nial Secretary so!l1e scheme which was likely to 
lead to the embodiment of a number of men, and 
not a disorderly rabble. 

The COLONIAL SJWRETARY said he did 
not think the Volunteers deserved to be called a 
disorderly rabble. They had done their best 
under very adverse circun1stances, and under 
very scant encouragement from the Government 
of the day for a long time. He should rather 
approach the fmbject recognising the services 
they had rendered under such great difficulties, 
and do all in his power to organise them. The 
blame of their condition in no way rested with 
the present Government. How far it depended 
upon their predeces.3ors w"'s a matter upon which 
he would not express an opinion. The hon. 
gentleman \VftS accusing hilnself and hiH late col­
leagues, who had allowed the present state of 
things to go on for five years. 

Mr. MOEEHEAD: I have always had my 
opinion about the Volunteers, 

1884-2 I 

. The COLONIAL SECH.ETARY: The force 
is in a transition state. 

Mr. MOEEHEAD : It always is in that state. 
The COLONIAL SECRETAEY said he 

trusted that it woul<l get into a satisfactory 
state soon. They had now a competent com­
man<lant, and the men were all willing and 
anxious to do their best, and the Ciovernment 
were willing to assist them. His present opinion 
was that there should be a nuclens round 
which they might form. He never did think 
much of the present system, which was neither 
volunteer nor militia, bnt trnsted that, with the 
assistance of the Commandant, the Government 
wonld be able to submit a scheme which would 
meet with the approval of all. 

The HoN. H.. B. SHIUUDAN said he had had 
the pleasure of seeing the Volunteer.~ in New 
Zealand, Tasmania, Victoria, and New South 
\Vales, and could assure members of that Com­
mittee that the Volunteers of Queensland woultl 
bear Yery favourable comparison with them. 
They were the very reverse of what the hon. 
member for Balonne had described them. They 
were a most creditable body of men, and he 
could louk back with pleasure to the twenty years 
he sen'ed with the Volunteers, and he did not re­
ceive a penny. He was very happy to inform them 
that the old company he had the honour to com­
mand w>ts said by Colonel J<'rench to be the best 
drilled in Queensland. He was sure that every 
1nan who becan1e a volunteer becmne a n1ore 
loyal man, and more to he depended upon. If 
ever the Queensland Volunteers were called 
upon they would be able to account for them­
selves satisfactorily. He was ashamed that they 
should be called a rabble. They were a highly 
respectable body of men. 

:i'.Ir. MORgHEAD said he hoped the hon. 
gentleman would write an advertisement for St. 
Jacob's oil. 

The HoN. R. B. SHERIDAN: Yes, and rub 
you well with it. 

Mr. MOREH:B~AD said it was a very bad 
thing for an old man to lose his temper ; he had 
better keep it, if he had any to keep. \Vhen 
the hon. gentleman got up and said he had 
seen all the Volunteers in the Southern Hemi­
sphere, and thttt those of Queensland wouhl 
compare favourably with any of them, he was 
astonished, because he, too, had seen volunteers 
in the other colonies, and, without saying any­
thing about physi<jue or character, they were 
better drilled in New South Wales and Victoria 
than in Queenslttnd. It appeared that Colonel 
l<'rench spoke very highly of the company that the 
hon. gentleman once commanded. He hoped the 
hon. gentleman had retired upon his rank, as 
then they could call him the h,m. and gallant 
member who represented lVIaryborough. The 
hon. gentleman's statement was as unique as it. 
was original. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL SECEETARY moved that 

£5,030 be voted for the Benevolent Asylum, 
Dunwich. There was an increase of £25 for the 
superintendent. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL SBCRETARY moved that 

£2,279 be voted for the Harbour of Eefuge, 
Thursday Island. There was an addition of one 
water policeman. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL SECEETAEY moved that 

£1,804 be voted for the schooner " Pearl." 
Mr. BLACK said the items were going through 

in a most miraculous manner. Hon. gentlemen, 
he thought, would like to know how the schooner 
".Pearl" was employed, and what condition she 



498 Suppl,y. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

was in. They had had no information that R8R· 

sion. \Vhn.t had Hhe been doing the last twelve 
months? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said she was 
stationed at Thursday Island, and from there 
she visited the beche-de-mer stations. It was 
necessn.rv that the Government should have some 
vesHel there. Sometimes she went to the Gulf, 
and sometimes to New Guinea. She h;td just 
come down to be overhauled. 

Mr. ARCHER said he had taken a great den.! 
of interest in what was going on up north, and 
he quite agreed with the Premier tlmt a vessel 
was required there; although he did not consider 
that the "Pearl" was a fit vessel for the purpose, 
a,K she \Va~ getting old and slnggi::;h. \Vhat waR 
wanted was a small, comfortable steamer, to be 
nHed in 1naking surveys on the coast, 1nore espe­
cially as so 1nany new rivers were being ?pened U}J 
in Queenslan<l. It was worth the wh1le of the 
( +overnment to consider whether they could not 
substitute a steamer of that kind fm· the " Pearl," 
which probably would not cost much more and 
would do the work infinitely better. It would 
also be advisable to visit the variouH Htations 
oftener, for, from what he heard, some very 
ren1arkable orgies were son1etilnes carrie(l on at 
some of them. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said. that 
when the two gunboats were ordered it was 
underHtood that ~ne of them would be stationed 
at Thursday Island, and nothing had since occurred 
to alter that arrangement. But even if they had 
a steamer there it would be necessary to have a 
veRRel to work \vhere a :-;teanler could not go. 
Although the "Pearl'' was not particularly 
a<lapted for the purpose, she would have to do 
the work until they got another. The matter 
was under the careful consideration of the Gov­
ernment. 

Mr. BEATTIE pointed out that the "Pearl' 
was a very expensive vessel. The last time she 
was overhauled she cost over £GOO, and now she 
was to cost £400 more. 

Mr. BLACK asked who was the master of 
the "Pearl," and under who'e control was he? 

The COLO:>riAL SECRETARY replied that 
the master of the "Pearl" was Captain \Vil­
liams, an officer of considerable experience, and 
he was under the control of the Colonial Secretary. 

2\Ir. BLACK asked whether Captain Williams 
took his ordem from the Police Magistrate at 
'fhursday Island, or whether he had a general 
roving con1mistiion? 

The COLO:>riAL SJWRETARY replied that 
Captain \Villiams took his instructions from the 
Police Magistrate at Thursday Island, who was 
under the control of the Colonial Secretary. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLOXIAL SECRETAHY, in moving 

that £2,G7G be granted for the steamer "Kate," 
said that a new steamer had been ordered to 
replace the "Kate," but some delay had arisen 
in consequence of the speed stipulated for. The 
"tipulated speed-fifteen knots-could not have 
been obtained in so small a vessel under an 
increased expense of about £10,000. 'l'he speed 
now provided for was eleven knots an hour, and the 
cost would be about _£13, 000 instead of £10,000, 
which was the amount voted. She was expected 
to be delivered in about five months' time, aml 
would steam out. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL SECRETARY, in moving 

that £G5,GOO be grantei for Charitable Purposes, 
Raid the vote was a very large one, but a great 
part of it was fur buildings. There was an ill­
crease of nearly £11,000 in the item "Hospitals 
generally," l<ut th,lt \Vas ;1t thP pte of ±!:l for 

every £1 subscribed, so that unless the money was 
subscribed the exp81Hlitnre woul<l not be made. 
The vot0 for the Children's Hospital, £400, W<I.R 

placed on the }~stimates for the first time. There 
wa,s a very large iten1 for buildings, mnounting to 
over £22,000, a,nd that was where the principal 
increase came in. :B'or the Brisbane Hospital 
£7,000 was put down, but it must be remembered 
that sick people from all parts of the colony 
went there, andanimmensenumber of the inmates 
lately had been people from immigrant ships, 
suffering frcnn fever. The enla.rgen1ent was 
absolutely necessary, as at present convalescent 
patients had to be accommodated in tents. The 
other item,; for building were as follows :-Hos­
pital at Cairns, £1,fi00; at Cunnamnlla, £1,000; 
at Herherton, £2,ii00; at Ipswich, £1,700; at 
Rockhampton, £1,000; at Ingham, £1,000; at 
\Varwick, £1,000; at Port Douglas, £7>00; and 
for a fever ward at Town;wille, £2,~00. Tho,,e 
were expenses which would not occur every year. 
\Vith resped to the amount for relief boarrL<, 
there was an increase to the extent of £ii.->0. That 
was their pauper vote, and possibly .£0,400 was 
not a very large amount to relieve the destitute 
population of the whole colony. 

Mr. P ALMER said he was extremely in­
terested in this vote, because there was no pro­
vision made for starting hosvitals at either 
Nornmnton or Cloncurry, places that had bee11 
considered as having a very bad climate fm· 
Europeans. This year the people there had taken 
the matter up, and liberally subscribed a con­
siderable sum for an hospital at Normanton, lmt 
there seemed to be no provision to enable them 
to get a building. He understood that it was 
nsnal tn give a special grant in such cases for 
buildings in addition to the usual subsidy of £:l 
for £1, and he wished to know if the people' there 
would receive that? 

The COLOKIAL SECRETAHY said when 
an application was made to establish hospital 
at Normanton or Cloncurry it would receive the 
mme consi<leration as other institutions in 
different parts of the country. If the inhabitetnts 
showed that they were in earnest by subscribing, 
the Government would give them the usual 
assistance. 

Mr. P AL'YIER asked if they would get a 
grant in addition to the subsidy c 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he hac! 
stated that they would get the usual assistance­
such as:;istance as he was now askiug for other 
hospitals. He did not mean merely the £2 for £1. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said this vote was estab­
lishing a very dangerous precedent, for which, to 
a certain extent, he rmmt admit, the late 
Governrnent \vere re~pmu;iLle-gi ving a. way 
large sun1s of Jnoney without getting propor­
tionate contributions from the inhabitants of 
townships or places where there were hospitals, 
or where they were intended to be estlcblished. 
\Vith reference, in the first place, to the 
Children's Hospital, he should be one of the very 
last in that Committee to object to contributiHg 
anything to alleviate the sorrows or sufferingN of 
any child ; at the same time he held views with 
reference to the Children's Hospit,;l that were, 
perhaps, not shared by many hon. members. He 
held that that imtitution should be a wing of the 
UeneralHospital; and he objected to handing over 
moneys to the control of an utterly irrespunsibJ,, 
body, and more particularly when that body was 
composed of ladies. Their sympathies were too 
great, very often-so great aH not to control 
their judgment; and he contended that if the 
Children's Hospital had been put UHder the 
control of the general hospital committee and 
the staff of hni-3pital surgeons, a grea.t deal nwre 
good would be done than Wl1S likely to be done 
under existing cjrcnmstanccs. fie dic1 not wish 
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to rletmct in any way from the self.denial and 
gtHHlnesK Hhown by the ladie~ w11o had under­
taken this - he n1ight ahnost caJI " muiable 
hoJ,by''-but still he was satisfied that far . 
greater benefits would have been received by i 
those whom it wa,; intended to benefit if the 
institution had been ma:de part and parcel of the 
Brisbane Hospital. He did not intend, however, 
to oppose the vote. Then they had £7,000 for 
the Bri.,b1tne Hospital. He did not intend to 
"l'l""e th11t. He agreed with the hon. the 
Premier thttt the Brisbane Hu><pital was the 
hospital of the colony-tlmt people from all 
]l'trts of the country came to it, and therefore it 
stood in a very different position to similar 
institutiom throughout the colony. But he hac! 
objected over and over again, and still objected, 
that thi~:i Governn1ent, and every Governrr.1ent, 
ha,d been too lax in granting rnoney to the Brh;­
lntne Hospital ; the result being that no proper 
attempt was made to canvass the people of 
Brisbane for subscriptions for the support of 
that in,;titntion. People were seldom asked for 
n sul"eription, and often when they were asked 
they refused, because they knew that the Gov­
ennnent must keep the hospital going. They 
knew that no Uovernment in a ChriBtian country 
could allow people to lie ttml die in tm hospital for 
wnnt of ])8cuniary a~s1sta.nce ; rLnd in addition to 
that, the1·e waH a great want of energy on the 
p::ut of thm'e directing the hospital in arranging 
nnything like n systema,tic attempt to eanvass 
llris!Jane for the support of the hospital. He 
thought that the Government should, if possible, 
pnt some pressure on the hospital committee to 
emupel them to exhaust the citizens of Brisbane 
l1y getting· subscriptions from them, before they 
voted ~-;uch l:J,rge sun1s of rnoney fro:rn tirne 
to time. Then they were asked to vote £1,500 
for Cairns, £2,!)00 for Herberton, and £2,500 
for a fever ward at TownRYille. He thought 
that the {j-overnrnent were asking too ll1UCh 
of the taxpayers of the colony when they 
called upon them to pay those large sums 
for that special purpose. If those votes were 
alluwed, why sh< u d not every other town in the 
country that hacl an hospital come down and 
make claims for similar or proportionate expendi­
ture? \Vith regard to Herberton, he had been 
told that it had the finest climate in ~2ueensland, 
and why, in the first instance, should they be 
asked to vot0 an enormous sum for an hospital 
there ? If it was such a rich n1ining centre, 
\vhy conld not the n1en who were mining there, 
and alw men in New South \V ales, who were 
rnaking enonnous sun1s of money out of the 
place, be asked, or made, to contribute to the 
hospital? The same, in a modified way, might 
be said of Cairns. There were large sugar­
planter~ outHitle Ca,irns \Vho were Jnaking thuu­
H<l.lhb nf pouridR yenrly ont of their}JlautationR, and 
why should not they be asked to contribute or ttssist 
in the construc:tion of an ho,;pital there? \Vith re­
ference to the Townsville fever ward, the position 
was :"iOJnewhat different. Townsvillc \Va.s a central 
place in the colony, which was fre,1uented by 
people comin;:: from the North and \Vest; in 
fact it might be called the Brisbane of the 
J'\orth, and f<li' th,,t reason the vote might be 
hirly justified by the surrounding circumstances. 
He thought the J?rmnier, in bringing do\Vll this 
enonuonH vote~ \V::ts establishing a very dangerow; 
preeeLlent, an(l \Va~ doing it still Inore so in the 
prmnise he ha(l given to the hon. rnen1ber for 
Burke-that was, that his district should be 
treated in the same way as other portions of the 
colony. \Vhy should he (Mr. Morehead) not, 
in the Hn.n1e \vay, a:;k for a con::;iderable su1n of 
money for the hospital at St. George? If he 
did so he should certainly expect to receive the 
sanw treatment that lmd been extended to the 
hnn, 1nemher fnr Hnrke, ln the same way, the 

hon. member for Kennedy (l\Ir. Lis.qner) and other 
hon. members might make application for an 
allowance for hospitttls in their districts, and 
should expect to be similarly treated. The 
a1nount asked for was enornwu:-;, anJ would 
eventually become a very serious danger. If the 
people were not self-reliant enough now, even in 
the Burke and other outside districts-if they 
were not prepared to put their hands in their 
pockets and help those who were in a worse posi­
tion than thamsel ves, with the ad vantage of 
having also assistance from the State, he main­
tained that they did not deserve to receive any 
assistance at all. There had not been a single 
.case brought forward, with the exception of Bris­
bane, and possibly of Townsville, where the in­
habitants should not subscribe for the construc­
tion of hospital buildings. The hem. gentleman 
had not brought· forward a sing1e argument to 
justify the vote. He had no wish to obstruct 
the passing of the Estimates, or to strike 
out any particular item; but he wanted a 
full and fair explanation of why the hon. gentle­
man had selected the places he had referred to. 
He might speak for his district, and ask why he 
,;hould not have £500 for the hospital at St. 
George, which was a large centre, taking all the 
traffic from the South-west ami a large portion 
from the \V estem districts? He was not going 
to ask for it; he was only pointing out that if 
the hon. gentleman continued his present course 
it would have very serious results-that if he 
smved the storm he should certainly reap the 
whirlwind. 

The GOLOXIAL SECRETAI{Y said the 
hon. gentleman asked him why he selected those 
items? Brisbane and Townsville were selected 
because they were so urgent. The others were 
selected by the late Government. 

::Yir. MOREHEAD: No. 
The COLO='\IAL SECRETARY said pro­

mises had been made by the predecessors of the 
present Government, and, in some instance::;, the 
money had been expended, and he had no alter­
native but to propose them. 

l\1r. l\10REHEAD : Not Cairns or Her­
bertun. 

Mr. BLACK said he could not agree alto­
gether with the leader of the Opposition in the 
view he tank of that matter. A reasonable and 
judicious expenditure of money upon hospitals in 
the colony was perfectly justifiable, and it was 
one of the most graceful ways of returning the 
surplus revenue contributed by the different 
districts. It was not a new mode of dealing with 
those votes. He found, on looking over the 
way in which the Consolidated Revenue of the 
Colony had been expended up to the present 
time, that there were any number of precedents 
for the expenditure of money from the Consoli­
dated Hevenue upon hospitals. There was the 
Brbbane Benevolent Asylum, £8,000-a pet·­
fectly justifiable expenditure; Fever Hospital, 
£5,000; Brisbane General Hospital, £3,000; 
Lunatic Asylum, £2H,OOO; Brisbane Hefuge, 
£4,000; Bundaberg Hospital, £1,000; Cooktown 
Hospital, £2,000; Dalby, £1,i'i00; Ipswich 
Lunatic Asylum, .£2,700; :Niaryborough Lunatic 
Asylum, J,:I,OOO; Port Douglas, £200,-and they 
were now asked for an additional £ii00; Hock­
hampton Benevolent Asylum, £1,500; Jlock­
hampton Hospital, £2,500-and now an addi­
tional £1,000 was ttsked; Hockhampton Receiv­
ing House, £2,500; Lock Hospital, Hockhamp­
ton, .£l,i\OO; Orphanag·e, £1,200; Toowoomba 
Fever \Vard, £,)00; Toowoomba Lunatic Asy­
lum, £10,000 ; Toowoornba HosJ>ital, £H,500; 
Too\vomnba Hcceiving House, £1,000-Tuo­
wonmba seemed to be a specially favoured 
locality. 'l'he Townsville Hospital, in addition 
to t,Jw £2,ii00 1s]~Prl. for now, h"d receiverj 
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already £4,000, rcml the vV arwick Hospital, 
in addition to the £1,000 asked for now, 
had already received £!1,000, so that in asking for 
those votes the Government were simply carrying 
out a system adopted by previous Governments. 
He was very glad to hear the Premier assure the 
hon. member for Burke that any reasonable 
claim he made should receive attention, as he 
ha dalso an application to make for an hospital at 
l\fackay. Other towns which had a1Jp!ied to the 
Government for "lms for the building· of hospitab 
had always had their applicatimm favourably 
entertained, and Mackay was [t district which 
had never received a single sixpence for the erec­
tion of an hospital. 

Mr. MORE HEAD said he hoped the Premier 
would put his foot down, after what he had just 
heard. Of course the present estimate would 
go, but he hoped that in future he would not 
allow this imposition to be placed on the tax­
payers of the colony. vVhy should Mackay get 
money for an hospital any more than any town 
in the l\Iitchell? Mackay was one of the richest 
districts in the colony, and was well able 
to pay for an hospital itself. Townsville was in 
a perfectly different position, as it was the 
centering point of a large number of towns in the 
North and \V est ; and the same remark applied to 
Rockhampton. He did not see that Mackay had 
any more claim then St. George, and should not 
receive that consideration, unless it was to be 
made an understanding in the House that they 
were to sink all their independence, and that 
every district should come down in jo>'md pauperis 
and sack the Treasury-loot the Treasury-for 
money to put up institutions which could easily 
he put up in all these instances by the sub­
scriptions of the inhabitants, supplemented as 
they always were by the State. He admitted at 
once that the late Government had committed 
an error in giving those large sums of money for 
the erection of hospitals at \V arwick and such 
places, where the money could well have been 
contributed by the inhabitants of the district. 
'\Vhile having no intention to move the excision 
of any of the items, he hoped the present 
Government would not be so pliable as to yield 
to the wishes of the hon. member for Burke or 
the hon. member for Mackay, and that they 
would see that, except in purely exceptional 
cases, no such demands should be made upon 
the Public Exchequer. 

Mr. HAMILTON said that he could bear out 
the Premier's statement, that the present Gov­
ermnent was not to blame for having put the sums 
which appeared on the present estimate for the 
erection of hospitals at Cairns, Port Douglas, 
and Herberton. The last ({oyernment had 
placed the sums on the Estimates, which 
now appeared for the erection of those build­
ings, and he considered they were entitled 
to credit, not to blame, for having done 
so. No one who had realised the amount of 
suffering and distress which had been relieved, 
and lives saved through money expended in 
this way, would object to such expenditure. The 
leader of the Opposition said it was an imposi­
tion to erect hospitals in favoured llistricts from 
the General Revenue, and that the residents 
should be asked to contribute. It was a br 
greater imposition to tax the colony fur Queen's 
Parks, Botanic Gardens, and such places. The 
North had no money expended in wch luxuries, 
although they were taxed to snpply them to 
others, and if they were to curtail the expendi­
ture of public moneys let them commence in 
Brisbane on the Queen's Parks and Botanic 
Gardens, upon which so much money was 
expended. 

Mr. NORTON said there was a greal deal to 
be "aid on both sides of the question, but if it 

was to become general to vote sums of money 
for hospitals wherever they were asked for he 
should ask for some for his district, where the 
contribution from land ttlone was some £13,000 
or £14,000 a year, and the expenditure of Govern­
ment money was next to nothing. One thing 
he would point out in connection with the 
hospitals was that they were very fond of build­
ing them in places which were in thernsehes 
most unhealthy. In Toowoomba, which hall 
the highest de[tth-rate in the colony, and in 
vV arwick which stood next on the list, large SUllloi 

of money had been spent in hospital accommoda­
tion, wherea>< it would be very much better to 
have the hlmpitals built on the coast where the 
death-rate was not so high. Gladstone, which 
was one of the healthiest places in the whole of 
the colony, was a place where they onght to have 
an hospital, as there was plenty of vacant land aml 
every facility for having the buildings there. If 
the sums were granted which had been spoken 
of that evening, the Government could very 
well afford to grant a sum for an hospital, either 
at Gladstone or in its immediate neighbourhood. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL SECRETAHY moved that 

a sum of £4,045 be voted for medical officers. 
The only increases were for an additional officei· at 
Ingham, and acting medical officers at Brisbane 
and Rockhampton. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL SECHETARY moved that 

a sum of £550 be voted for the Central Bmtrd of 
Health. 

Mr. ARCHER said he was not g·oing to 
object to the estimate, but simply to express n, 
wish, or a hope, that the Premier would try and 
galvanise that body into something like life. 

The COLONIAL SRCRETARY sairl their 
laws of health wanted entirely remodelling. 
That was one of the things which ought to be 
done as soon as possible, and he hoped to be able 
to find time to deal with it during the recess. 

Mr. GROOM said that, although this was 
called the Central Board of Health, it was the 
only Board of Health in the colony, the late 
Government having declined to extend the pro­
visions of the Health Act to any other town in 
the colony besides Brisbane. Its jurisdiction, 
therefore, was confined to Brisbane. 

The COLONIAL SJWURTAHY : It has no 
jurisdiction at all. 

Mr. GHOOM said he could not see why they 
should continue it, and vote the money to pay a 
secretary if it had no jurisdiction. If the 
Central Boarrl of Health was such a nonentity, 
why should they have it at all? 1-'ormerly it had 
jurisdiction over the whole of the colony and 
could dictate to anybody, bnt now they' were 
told it had none, so what on earth was the use 
of it? 

Mr. MOREHEAD said it would he better to 
knock off the item altogether and allow some 
duly qualified medical man to be appointed by 
the G-ovenunent-a Inan who 'vould have a 
knowledge of 1nanagen1ent so far a:; dra,inago 
was concerned. In the city of Brisbane, at 
present, he was informed there were a larger 
number of typhoid fever cases than in any other 
city in Australia, irrespecth'e of population. 
That was owing to the disgraceful condition of 
the city under the Board of Health, and he was 
further told that the typhoid fever was doing 
more harm than the yellow fever did in 
,Jamaica; and if that was so, it was (jnite time 
the Governn1ent tonk son1e strong 1neasnres to 
crush it out. The board did nothing, and pro­
bably never intended to do anything·, [tnd as no 
Colonial Secretary had ever been able to gal· 
vanise it into life, it would be better to 



Supply. [26 FEBRUARY.] Supply. 1501 

sweep it away altogether. The only w<•Y to des­
troy the hmml w'ts tn r!estrny the fees-when 
they ceased, the bnarrl would ce,.oe. They met 
to wra,n(tle like old wmnen over an earth closet, 
aml the~ they took their fees and departed, and 
things were as bad as ever. He thought it would 
he better to withdmw the estimate, or r<tther let 
it p;o, ;1,nd let the Central Board of H:alth p;o 
with it. Then let the Uovernmcnt devise some 
scheme to take its place. 

The COLOKIAL SECRETARY said the 
Boanl of Health had no absolute powers. They 
could make regulations, but the regulations 
were of no force until districts were proclaimed 
under the Act ; and at the present time no 
parts of the colony had been proclaimed. It 
would be a pity, however, to abolish the 
hoard, because it acted as a hoard of ad vice 
to the Minister. It certainly had no active 
work to do ; hut it would he a pity to abolish 
it, which would probably be the result of leaving 
the item off the J<~stimates. He thought, at the 
same time, that much more satisf>Lctory arrange­
ments might he made. 

Mr. JORDAN said the services of the hoard 
would have been very valuable indee<l had its 
<trl vice been followed years ago. A gentleman 
who had a seat on the board, and h"'d been a 
member of that House, had endeavoured years 
"ince to impress on the whole colony in the most 
solemn manner the absolute necessity of some 
Bystem being adopted for the sanitary improve­
ment of the towns. In 1875 the death-rate in 
the metropolis was 29 per 1,000. Twenty-five 
years ago Brisbane was the healthiest town in 
the world, and the death-rate of the colony at 
that time was lower than that of any other 
colony in Australia, but the death-rate had been 
extremely large of late years. Although 
(~ueensland had a healthy climnote-dry and 
s<tlubrious-in fact, a perfect sanatorium-yet 
during the last ten years the death-rate had 
increased. That was in consequence of the 
enormous death-rate in the towns. Take away 
the towns, and the death-rate was lower 
than in any part of the world. Even now, 
including the large towns, but excluding the 
mortality of Polynesians and Chinese, the 
death-rate was lmver than in any of the Aus­
tralian colonies, The large expenditure for 
hospitals was necessary in consequence of the 
mortality in towns. It was supposed that 
the large mortality in Brisbane was caused 
by people arriving from the country districts, 
but that was not the case. For years it had been 
ascertained that the great hulk of the people who 
died in the Brisbane Hospital were from the 
Brisbane rep;istration district. It was a dis· 
grace to the colony that for so many years, after 
the subject had been so constantly pressed on 
the attention of the Government, so little had 
been done. Now the remedy proposed was 
the abolitinn of the Board of Health. There 
were gentlemen on that board-one gentle­
man particularly-who had been continually 
sounding the alarm because of the high death­
rate in Brisbane. In the town of ~Warwick, 
which ought to be the healthiest in the world, 
the death-rate was higher than in Brisbane 
now ; that was in consequence of defective 
drainage. They ought to spend a million of 
money on a thorough drainage of all the large 
towns in the colony. 

Mr. NORTON said the abominable smells 
about Brisbane at present were almost ueyond 
conception. He knew places where he dared 
not hrenthc as he passed, so foul was the smell; 
nnd there were place:; respecting which com· 
plaints had been made oYer and m-er again with· 
out anything being done. It was only a little 
while ago that a lady had to come forward and 

fight her own battle to prevent herself anli her 
pupils being poisoned hy filthy accumulations, 
He believed there were gentlemen on the hoard 
who were very anxiou:.i to see gon1ething done. 
He did not know tlmt hy abolishing that vote 
it would lead to the introduction of any better 
system ; hut the matter was one of great im por­
tance, :tnd the Government ought to do all 
they coultl. He thought the blame might 
he thrown on the corporation ; and it was 
<1uite possible, if the Board of Health was 
abolished, that the corporation might then he 
induced to take steps to introduce a better state 
of things. If that was a certainty, he would 
vote against that money being granted. 

Mr. BLACK said he wished to know who were 
the non-official members of the board, and what 
fees they got. He noticed that the fees to non­
official members and contingencies had been 
reduced from £500 to £300. 

The COLO~IAL SECRETARY: The non­
official members are Drs. O'Doherty, Bell, Can­
nan, Thomson, and Marks, and :Messrs. Petrie 
and :B'inney. The fees are one guinea a sitting. 

Mr. }'ERGUSON said he hoped that was the 
hest time the vote would appear on the J<~sti­
mates. The Central Board of Health never was 
any good. Sometimes they took a fre<tk and 
asked the Government to proclaim certain dis­
tricts under the Health Act, and they put the 
municipalities to a great deal of expense. They 
had to appoint officers at the public expense. 
The whole machinery was wrong. 

JYir. BLACK said he would like some assu­
rance from the Colonial Secretary that the vote 
would not appear again upon the Estimates. 
It seemed to have been the almost unanimous 
expression of opinion of the House that the 
Board of Health was doing no good, except so far 
as the unofficial members were concerned, 
who drew one guinea for each time they 
attended. ~When the last Estimates were passed 
there was a similar discussion, and it was 
found that a large sum of money was being 
paid away to the non-official members. The 
hon. member for South Brisbane (Mr. Jordan) 
had stated that there was a gentleman on 
the Board of Health who was sounding an 
alarm all through the colony ; was he one of 
the official or non-official members of the hoard? 
He should feel that any remarks that fell from 
the hon. Colonial Secretary as chairman of that 
hoard would be entitled to the greatest respect. 
He would like to ask him if the Board of 
Health was doing any good? If it was doing 
good, why was Brisbane the only place that 
re<}uired a board of health? He was not aware 
that the Board of Health was felt outside Bris­
bane, or even in it. He did not think it would 
he judicious, but he felt very much inclined to 
oppose it. He would like to have an assurance 
from the Colonial Secretary that unless the 
Central Board of Health did more good than it 
had hitherto done, that was the last year in 
which the vote would he passed. 

Mr. HAMILTON said he did not know what 
the powers of the Board of Health were. He 
had heard that divisional hoards almost crippled 
their powers. Whoever had the sanitary arrange­
ments of Brisbane in hand ought to he prosecuted 
for manslaughter. A more disgraceful state of 
things it was impossible to conceive. The most 
simple steps were not even taken to put a stop 
to the typhoid fever which w:ts so prevalent. It 
could he stamped out easily if proper precautions 
were taken. Many families had been left in 
mourning in Brisbane through the insufficient 
action of the Board of Health. Steps should be 
taken to stamp that board out immediately, and 
have somebody who could take the matter in hand 
properly. 
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The COLONIAL SECimTARY s[l,id tbt 
the Centml Board of Health could at present 
simply advise. It had power to mQ,ke regula­
tions, but the regulations could not be enforced 
except by proclamQ,tion. It wtts at present 
merely a consultative boQ,rd, which would con­
tinue to exist until some other arrangement 
was made. It was often desirable to get the 
opinion of the Central Board of Health. 

Mr. BEATTIE said it WQ,S expected by the 
late Government that the local bodies and muni­
cipalities would bring themselves under the 
Health Act. They would not do so. If the 
Health Act had been proclaimed in the 
various towns in the colony, they would 
have received regulations from the Central 
Board of Health. He should be sorry to see it 
rlone away with. There \vas Rnn1e action taken 
by the late Government in Roppointing one of the 
members of that Board of Health as an inspector. 
He did not know how his salary was paid. He 
understood that Dr. Prentice took charge of the 
small-pox hospital at £100 a Yl'ar. 

Mr. GROOJ'I'I sai<l the hon. member was 
slightly in error when he :-:;aid it WHH lUHlen.tood 
tlmtthelocaJ bodies were compelled to bringthem-
0el \'CS under the Health Act. \Vhat "''"clone was 
this : The late Colonial Secretary acceded to the 
wiohes of the l\funicipal Conference, who repre­
sented to him that the Health Act, aH applied to 
the districts to be proelairned under the control 
of the Central Board of Health, was perfectly 
inoperative, and the l\Iunicipttl Conference rle­
cide<l that the municipalities themselves should 
pass by-bws for the regulation of their own 
health, and have it entirely in their own control, 
considering that they had to pay all the expense, 
rather than be under the control of the Central 
Board of BrisbQ,ne. That was the reason why 
it had not been acceptable to the muniei)Jalities, 
because it came to this : that the Central Board 
of He[l,lth could order a municipality to do any­
thing they desired, and pay all expenses. The 
municipality had no voice in the matter Q,t all. 
He was glad to say that the l\lunicipal Confer­
ence unanimously agreed that it was au unsatis­
factory system, and it would be far better to 
leave the matter of health to the municipalities. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said his impression was 
that unless some strong action was taken they 
would all be local b'!dies. 

The COLO::'\IAL SECHETATIY sai<l he 
would like to point out that the existence of that 
body enal1led the Government to take those 
matters out of the hands of local bodies who 
would not do their duty. 

llneHtion put and pnsse<l. 
'l'he COLO:\'IAL SECHE'l'.-\ltY ''"''·ed that 

£4,000 he gmnte<l in aid of Schoob of Art and 
l\Iining SchoolH. 

Mr. :FOXTOX said he thought the present 
was a fitting time to discms the advisability of 
extending the grant in the <lirection of a public 
library and art gallery for the colony. (-lueens­
land had now been established nearly a '[1Jarter 
of a century, and it was high time they followed 
the lead of the southern colonies in that direction. 
In lYielbonrne there was a free public library con­
taining- something like 110,000 volumes. That 
'vas a Standing advertisen1ent to Victoria, to say 
nothing of more material benefits that mnst 
accrue to the people fron1 ha,ving f·mch an irn­
mense store of l1ooks nt their free dis]><•Hal. lie 
di<lnot, of conr.-;e, intend to :::;ugge:..;t that <.[neen:..;­
lmtd fodwulrl com1nence on HO large a, xca..le, lmt 
the thne had arrived when a beginning t:~honhl he 
ruacle~ eYeu if only to the extent nf a gl'ant of 
l:lO,OOO. The money would be well 'I •ent, and a 
nneleu~ would be fonuecl of whnt in after Yt\t.U''"' 

Jrould !Jewme oomeLhing vchich they ail a& 

Quemmlamlers would be prond of. An art 
gallery ou~ht also to be a portion ,,f the scheme. 
The benefits to be derived from such institutions 
were inunense. He should like to ha,ve an a:..;:-;ur­
a;nce from the Government that they would con­
sJder the matter, and would be prepared to put 
[l, sum on the Estimates next year towards such 
an object as he had indic11ted. 

Mr. BAILEY said he felt rather inclined to 
go the other way. Those schools of art had 
been subsidised for many years, and theY had 
acquired considerable libraries which were kept 
wholely all<l solely for the benefit of the towns­
people, who could better afford to pay for the 
books tlwy read than those \\'ho were trcxe<l to 
pay for books they were not allowed to look at. 
The country people were taxed in order that 
wealthy town;-)people tnight have novels to read 
at home ; and he did not see why that system 
should be continued. A grand public library 
and art gallery would of course be for the city of 
Brisbane; but what had the people of l\Iary­
borough, \Vide Bay, Hockhampton, or Town'H­
ville to do with a public library aml art g->tllery 
in the city of Brislmnc? Tt WNH only exteuding 
the principle, aud W:tt-~ ~itnply buying thin~·~ rtt 
the expense of the country for ]1eople who 
conl< 1 well afford to buy them for themsel ve·•, 

The COLO::\'L\L SI,CHETARY said he"'", 
><trongly dis)losed to fa\'<Hll' the idea of tl1e hon. 
InenllJer for Ca.rna.l'\'011. Sneh an in~titntiou 
would be of grmtt ad vmttage to all parts of the 
colony. There walj smuethi11g nwre in a rna.n ':-; 
life than eating nnd drinking, a.ud ~uch nn inHti­
tution as im!icate<l would <1dd to the material 
welfare of the colony, to put it on no higher 
groundH. 

Mr. BLACK ""'id he agTeed with the view 
taken by the Premier and the hon. member for 
Carnarvon, ancl he could not inutgine the lwn. 
Iuernber for "\Vide Bay taking :-;o lHtlTow a view 
of the subject. He wanted some infornmtion 
about the mining schoo!H. \Vhere were they, 
and what were they doing-? 

The COLONIAL SECHETARY replied tlmt 
the tnining schools were institutionB connected 
with schools uf art. There were only two-at 
Gym pie and at l\Iaytown. 

.i\Ir. BAILEY said he was sorry the hon, 
111ember for I\fackay called his vie\vs narrow­
minded, bnt he c~mld well understand that 
rich planters could afford to drive into town 
in their buggies and get bookR frmn the libraries; 
lmt the people who were called np•m to pay for 
thm;e book~ conhl not Jo HO. The people in his 
own di,trict had trie<l all they con),] to make 
tet'ltlK with the l\la,ryborough · Nelwol of Art:-;, 
:tnd they had ahmys been met with the reply 
th:tt the nsc of the library was restricted to the 
tuwnspeople. rrhe whole principle was fal;e. 

:\lr. SHERilLI..I\ sairl that if people chose to 
live a,t Hnch a diKhmce fl'( 1111 librarie~, they 1nust 
expect to sntfer the conse<Jnemes. \Vith refer­
ence to the question llefme the Committee, he 
might mention that in Sydney there was an art 
gallery, a 1licture gallery, a public lending 
library, and a public reading· library. He men­
tioned tlmt because the hon. member for Cm­
narvon seemed to infer th<tt Jlelbonrne was the 
only city in the colonieo which posseesed inotitn­
tions nf that kind. He hol'ed to see the day 
when Brisbane wonld be cqnally adYanced. · 

::VIr. NOltTON SQ,id that if nobo<lv Jiyed in the 
country he Llid not know wha,t wm{ld bnemlll~ of 
( lneen~land. There wa:-; untt.:h for<.:e in what had 
been said by the lwn. meml1er for \Vide 1\:tv ; 
at the san1e ti1ue, he iihonl(l like to .-.:.ee a r~nbilc· 
library ami a1-t g-all er~· cKtahliHhcd in ( !ncensland. 
]~ut lte '->h(Jllld Jlllt. like to :::,t•e large ~11m" wa.t;iedJ 
ao in byclney, where there were jJictureo th<Lt \',ere 
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not worth hanging on the walls of a very ordinary 
house, although the collection, as a whole, was 
Yery good indeed. And as for some of the 
wretched crockery to be seen there, it was not 
such as could impart any useful infornmtion. 

Mr. SHERIDAX A<tid that, of course, the 
criticisrn of art was not a n1atter of opinion. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL SJWHETAEY, in moving 

that the snm of £B1,370 be granted for Miscel­
laneou~ Services, sa.id there was a large increaf3e 
in the item for expenses of elections and com­
piling electoral rolls, from £1,700 to £G,OOO. He 
believed that that sum would just cover the 
expense. There was an increase in the amount 
for agricultural and horticultural societies from 
£1,000 to £2,000, the amount voted last year 
having been found insufficient. The only other 
large item was £10,500 for the pnrch<ese of land for 
extension of the Government Printing Office. 'l'he 
money had already beenspentand the land bought. 
The onlY other item which he Heed refer to was 
.l:liOO fm: the erection of a drill-.shed at l\lackay, 
\vhich had been lH'oJHit:led mHl wu.~ nece:-;~ary, a.IHl 
J:lOO for the Society for the l'reventimt of Cruelty 
tu .'utiamb. 

<~nestion put nnd pn.-~·md. 
On the motion of the COLOXJAL TI{I•:.\­

SUHER, the CH.\IIDL\N left the chnir, reported 
progre;-.;s, t\Jntt obtained lea.ve to !::iit again to­
llHHTO\V. 

WTCKlL\::VI TERRACE PRESHYTEIUAr\ 
CHUHCH· BILL. 

The SPE" \KKI:t informed the Hon8ethathe had 
received a 1neH~age frotn the Legislati,·e Council 
retnrning thio Bill without amendment. 

AD.JOURr\MEJ'\T. 
On the motion of the PRK:JIIEH, the Hon"e 

adjourned at five minutes to 11 o'clock. 

Question of Privilege. 5ll3 




