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Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Railtwy Ea;tension to BordeJ', 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
F1·iday, 22 February, 1884. 

R.ailway Extension to the Border.~l\lotion for Adjonrn
ment.-Chinp;;,;e Immigrants Regulation .\.et of U:S77 
Amendment Bill--third rcading.-.\.djonrmnent. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-]"'"t 
10 o'clock. 

HAIL WAY EXTEKSIOK TO THE 
BOimEn. 

The MINISTER ]<'OR WORKR (Hon. \V. 
1\Iiles) laid upon the tal1le, plans, sectimlR, and 
hook of reference of p1·oposed extem;;ion of thn 
Southern and\\' estern Railway from Stanthorpe 
to the Border. 
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~lOTION :B'OR ADJOURNMENT. 
Mr. MACR03SAK said he wou!tl conclude 

what he had to say by moving the adjourn
ment of the House. He wished to say a 
few words in reference to what fell from 
the hon. gentleman at the head of the 
Oovernn1ent, latrt night, in relation to several 
"<mtlemen whrm1 he had omitted from the Com
~nission of the Peace. He might say it was a 
very 1musual thing, and it had never been done 
in tlmt House before, to hm knowledge, for a 
l\Iini~ter to give reasons why each parti~nlar 
individual struck off the Commission of the l eace 
,va:-: Rtrnck off. For his own part, 'vhen he asked 
the hon. gentleman for reasonH, it waH not. as re~ 
garderl each individual, but because a certam sec
tion of the population of the colony had been seem
ino·ly :-.in(rled out for mnis:-;ion n1ore than any 
other section. Tluct was what he aske<l the hon. 
~entleman to explain, and what he refused to 
~xplain. He took a high and lofty position, and 
said he did not care if there were !J(J per cent. of 
one section on and on per cent. of another off. 
Personally he did not think the hon. member 
did care, but he was surrounded by mc:n and 
supported bv men who did care, and 1t was 
because of those men that he had acted in t]le 
way he had done. It was no.t suffioien~ for hnn 
to say he did not care ; nmther was 1t a suffi
cient · excuse for him to say the matter was of 
no ilnporta.nce. It was tt n1atter of great 
importance, and the hon. member shonld not 
shidd himself in that way from what he (:VIr. 
l\Iacrossan) called the irresistible logic of facts. 
The irreKi~tible logic of facts an? fi~·1u·es, as take~ 
from the hst, showed, as he smrl before, that 2U 
per cent. of a cerbtin sect~o1_1 wer.e left off, and 
only 4} per cent. on the or1gmal hst of that sec· 
tion were on. That was what he wanted the 
hon. gentleman to explain. Another fac~ that 
helped to strengthen that fact was, that m the 
district represented by the Attorney-General
that of Kennecly-the places of those men w.ere 
tilled by creatures of his own, an<l all belongmg 
to a. certain pernicious association, of w hi eh that 
u·entlenutn was a very prmninent member. 
"'The PRE::YIIB;H.: Ko. 

Mr. J\IACIWSS~'"::'{ •aiel that was anotherfact 
which strengthened the statement he had '!'ade. 
He had risen more particularly to call attent~on to 
the rnmmer in which the individuals mentwned 
had been to some extent, slandered, and he 
wished to'defend those gentlemen in such a way 
that moot reasonable people would come to the 
conclusirm that the hon. gentleman had not been 
informed of the whole truth. The first gentle
man he mentioned was iYir. Pole. The Premier 
said he did not know Mr. Pole. He did not 
snppose he did; but sor~1ebody else did, .and tlutt 
somebody else chrl not hke hnn. He sa1d :-

"He \YOUl(l not go any fnrther, as he dld not wish. to 
injnre .Jlr. Pule in an.v way; hut he (}lr. Pole) \vas hun
seif fnlly a\vare of the circumstances. 

,, .Jir. }lAcKo·~-;.\.x: I am not awnre of them." 
Then the Premier went on to say that 1\Ir. Pole 
had been guilty of something on the b:nch, 
\Vithout even stating what it was, and lensiDg 1t 
to l1e inferred what that something was; at the 
same time saying that he did not wish to enter 
into it, but J\Ir. Pole was aware of it. After the 
discussion that took place in the House when 
1\lr. Pole's name was brought up by the hon. 
1nmnher for Balonne, he rnade it his busine-Ss to 
see l\Ir. Pole. He harl not seen him for some 
ruontlm pre\'iously, aw.l in conversation with hin1 
he asked if he knew the reason why he was 
knocked off the Commission of the Peace. He 
said, no ; but that some of his friends had told 
him that it was in consequence of a plact~nl 
which he printed for the committee of the hon. 
member for Balonne when he was contesting 
the Fortitude Valley electorate. He asked what 

the placard was, and Mr. Pole told him. He 
(Mr. Macrossan) wonld not repe_at what !he 
placard actually was, but it was m connectwn 
with the domestic affairs of the hon. member 
for :B'ortitude V alley Mr. Beattie. He told 
him he ought not tr/ have printed it,; but he 
said it was clone by hnn merely as a. prmter, and 
by order of the committee. That was the only 
reason that l\fr. Pole knew why he had been 
struck off the Commission of the Peace. If there 
was anv other reason, the hon. member kne\v 
what it was. If there was any other reason 
which did not affect l\Ir. Pole's moral character, 
the hon. "'entleman should have mentioned it 
instead of leaving any reason at all to be inferred. 

The PHEiYIIER: I did. 
Mr. MACROSSAX: As he said, the hon. 

"'entleman left the reason to be inferred. He 
~aid that Mr. Pole had adjudicated, in his posi· 
tion as a magistrate, in a case in whJch he was 
interested or he was a"nmed to be mterested. 
Some pedple might think th~ gent!eman had 
been adjudicating in a case m whwh he was 
pecnniarily interested. 

The PRE:\IIER : I said expressly I did not mean 
that, although it may not have been reported. 

Mr. MACROSSAN : Another name was 
mentioned, but the hon. gentJgman took no 
notice of it-Mr. Gillies'. He was a gentle
man he had never seen, but he had been 
told that he belonged to the same set "" 
Mr. Pole. Mr. Kelly's name was. the1_1 men
tioned and his offence was somethmg m con
nectio;, with the running of a special train during 
his (~Ir. 1\Iacrossan's) candidature a~ Charters 
Towm·s. He had yet to learn that It was an 
offence for voters to be carried in trains, any 
more than for them to be carried in c:tbs or 
omnibuses. That train was paid for, and it was 
not run at the expense of the State. The voters 
in that train he explained about before. The 
majority of them were men, so far as he was 
awm·e, on the electoral roll for Herhertr;m, and 
he believed some of them had votes m con
sequence of having been working on the line 
under the range. The hon. gentleman, he 
had no doubt had often carried voters in 
cabs · and if it' was not an offence in the one 
case ' surely it was not in the other. 'fhere 
was' nothing against running trainR for ~le~· 
tioneering purposes in the Act ; and untJl 1t 
was made an offence by law the hon. gentleman 
had no right to punish anyone _for doing so. 1\rlr. 
Kelly's punishment was for h1s supp_ort of hun 
(Mr. MacrobMctn); and every person m Charters 
Towers who thotwht over the matter, and knew 
the Attorney-Ge~eral, gave him the credit of 
having had ::\Tr. Kelly and Mr. Cusack struck 
off the roll. 'Why :Ylr. Cusack was struck off 
he could not say, because he took no part what
ever in politics or the elections. \Yhllt he had 
mentioned, however, was all the offence that l\Ir. 
Kelly had been guilty of ; and if it had .b~en 
known what was the real reawn for stnlung 
that "'entleman off the roll, he knew of 
seven ~r eight gentlemen in Charters Towers 
who would have sent in their resignations as 
a protest against the action of the Uovernment 
in striking off the roll one of the most useful 
J. P. 's they had on the Towers. l\Ir: Cusa?k was 
omitted because he was a subordmate m the 
Civil Service. He had gone over about three pag·es 
of the Commission of the Peace, and found 
seven or eight subordinates on the Commission 
of the Peace, and why should l\rlr. Cusack be 
sin"'led ont? The Clerk of Petty Sessions at 
To~nsville was on the Commission of the Peace. 

The PREMIEH : He is acting as police 
magistrate. 

Mr. 1\IACROSSAN said Mr. Cusack could 
act as police magistrate if he was called upon 
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to do so, as he was perfectly capal>le. He was 
one of the mo:;t intelligent of the clerks of 
petty sessions in the Service. . \Vhen he was 
appointed clerk of petty se:;srons he wrote to 
him (Mr. Macrossan) asking him whether he 
should resign from the Commission of the Peace. 
At that time he (Mr. Macrossan) was Minister 
for \Vorks, and he replied, " No ; you should 
not resign, because Mr. Pears will frequently be 
absent from Ravenswood, doing his duty as 
warden, and you, being on the Commission of 
the Peace, may be able to make yourself useful." 
That was why he did not send in his resignation. 
He now came to the ca><e of J\fr. Carroll, of 
'l'ownsville, against whom the Premier made a 
very extraordinary charge. The hon. gentle
man said:-

"That man was once a sub-inspector of native lJOlice, 
and his practice was, when he left the police camp, to 
take a woman who was there and chain her by the legs, 
sometimes for two months together; he also shot one 
trooper and flogged another to death." 
There was just sufficient truth in that to make 
it pass. He would explain the circumstances
the hon. gentleman knew them, and he had 
proof with him that he knew them well. The 
hon. gentleman told him across the table last 
night that he had given him the reason privately 
why Mr. Carroll was struck off. He (Mr. 
Macrossan) remembered what passed between 
them outside the House. They were talking in 
a general way about the men being struck off the 
roll, and he aeked tlw Premier what reason he 
had for striking off Mr. Carroll's name ; and the 
hon. gentleman answered him by asking, "Are 
you aware of the records of the Police Depart
inent ?" He (Mr. Macrossan) replied that he 
was well aware of those records, but took no 
notice of them. That was the only reason the 
hon. gentleman gave him privately. The Premier 
ttlso told him at the same time that Mr. Carroll 
had been in the habit of communicating with 
him before he became the head of the Gov
ernment, and gave him an indication of the 
tenor of that correspondence. He {:M:r. Mac
rossan) happened to write the following day 
to Mr. Carroll, and he asked him if he had 
been in the habit of corresponding with Mr. 
Griffith, and he had received Mr. Carroll's reply 
by that morning'e mail. But, before coming to 
that he would remind hon. members that at the 
tim~ Mr. Cm·roll was dismissed from the native 
police, session after sessi~n, w_hen the . native 
police vote came up for dtscusswn, a rmd was 
made against that body by some half-dozen 
members from purely humanitarian and senti
mental motives. JYir. Carroll was more or less 
the victim of that constant excitement. The 
facts of J\Ir. Carroll's case were these: He was a 
sub-inspector of native police, and like every 
other sub-inspector with an encampment, he had 
a white policeman as camp-keeper. In the 
course of his duty he did something to offend the 
camp-keeper, and the latter trumped up a charge 
ao-ainst him long after it was sal(] to have hap
p~ned and was assisted in doing so to a certain 
extent by Mr. Armstrong, the inspector of poli?e 
in the district. It was true that lYir. Carroll rhd 
tie a native woman by the legs, but not for months. 

The PHEMIER : For one month. 
:Mr. MACROSSAN said it was also true that 

:VIr. Carroll shot a black trooper ; but scores of 
black troopers had been shot in the same way. 
He was not certain whether the woman was the 
uin of that trooper or not; but the woman made 
~n attempt to poison Mr. _Cm·~·oll and the_ whole 
camp by putting strychnme m to the. tmlk ,she 
had taken from the cow that mnrnmg. Mr. 
Carroll discovered it, and he was keeping her a 
prisoner until he was able to send her to be tried. 

The PllE11IER: Oh, no !-that won't do. 
It was on a different occasion altogether. 

Mr. MACROSSAN sai<l the black trooper 
wa:-o inYolved in it, ::t11Ll wa:.. also 1nade fL 
prisoner, but he managed to escape during the 
night. l'>fr. Carroll followed him, and overtook 
him ten or twelve miles away from the camp. 
Partly in defence of his life-because the black
fellow turned on him-and partly because he 
should not escape to join the wild blacks, he shot 
him. The whole of the case was gone into at 
the time when the hon. gentleman was Attorney
General in 1876. There was no proper inquiry 
made, but the inquiry was of such a nature-Mr. 
Carroll'K crtse \Vas taken by a gentlmnan who wa:.: 
not now a men,ber of that House ; and so con
vinced was the head of the Government and J\Ir. 
Douglas-who he thought was not the hea<l 
of the Government at that time, but was :Minister 
for J,ands---that JYir. Carroll's explanation was a 
correct one, that they offered to re-employ him. 
He refused, however, to be employed unless 
he was fully exonerated from the charge made 
against him, ~tnd he had not been 1n the Service 
since. He went to '.L'ownsville, and settled down 
there at his trade as a watchmaker. The estima
tion in which Mr. Car·roll Wt\S held by the people of 
Townsville was proved the other day. Amongst 
twenty-four candidates to be selected for the hos
pital committee there-and he thought most hon. 
members would admit that the people who elected 
hospital committees were generally of a respect
able class-doctors, lawyers, storekeepers, and 
people of property living in the town-out of 
twenty-four candidates l'>lr. Ctnroll stood second 
on the list. The newspaper also in that 
place, which supported the Government strongly 
-in fact, no paper gave them a stronger 
support-stated that during the short time 
l'>Ir. Carroll had been a justice of the peace no 
one had done his duty better than he had. 
Further than that, he would ask hon. mem
bers to compare l'>lr. Carroll's candidature for the 
hospital committee with the candidature of :t 
gentleman named by the Attorney-General as 
one of the new justices at Charters Towers. Hi,; 
name wa' ~Iile,q, a namesake of the pre,ent 
:Minister for Works. He stood for alderman, 
and what position did he occupy when the 
poll was declared? He was at the bottom 
of the list ; he did not get in at all. The 
same thing· happened in Ravenswoud to a 
nominee of the <\ttorney -General's. l'>Ien of 
property and men of re,,pectability in those two 
place,-Charters Towers tend Ravenswood-had 
proteqted by their actions against the conduct of 
the Ministry. Now he would reltd lVIr. Carroll's 
reply to his request. He had simply asked Mr. 
Carroll if he had corresponded with Mr. Griffith 
-he did not ask him the tenor of the cones
pondence. The letter would explain a great 
deal which he thought the hon. gentleman must 
have forgotten last night :-

"Tmvnsvillc, February 18, 188k 
"DEAR 1\fR. :.'\IACitOssA:X,-1 received your kind letter, 

also your llan.sa~·d8, for which I beg to thank you. A.s 
to my friendship 'vith Griffith: 1Yhen I returned. to Bri~
banc after my native policctronble I saw by the Cmo·ic-1' 
that Griftith, who was then Attorney-General hl the 
'!'horn }iinistry, }lad, in l'CIJlY to rl'llOmpsOll in the 
House. defended me, ~aying there was no committal, 
and the reports about me 'vcre unfounded. There was 
no clailv IJ(Insard then. I called on Grifltth to tlmnk 
him. lie said, 'Those recognisanees I sent you wcm 
not worth the rmpcr they were written on.' His opinion 
1vas never asked bv the Government in the matter; it 
it should be asked he would explain as he did to me; lmt 
unasked he could not inte>rfere in another clevartment. 
1Yheu writh1g against Armstrong I sent him copies, 
same as I did to all other members of the House. "''~hen 
he \vas in rrownsviHe after, I called and thanked him for 
his ap,t.ion in the matter. After the opl'lling of the 1wxt 
session I wrote him, Pnclosing that letter, 'Sir ATthm· 
and his pet,' and enclose herewith his reply." 
That was Sir Artlmr Palmer, Armstrong being 
supposed to be a particular pot of that g·entle· 
m~J.Jn~ 
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"Gl'iffith was t.ll.e only one of his ]mrty I had a kind 
feeliug for, a.nll I am ::;nrprised at his aet.ion toward~ me 
now, C\'Cll at the in~tigntion or ltntle<lge." 

The ATTORNEY-GRI'\.ERAL: It is nbsnrd; 
I never snw l\ir. Cal'l'oll. 

Mr. l\IACROSSAN: It nmy be absurd-it 
may not be true-but it ie more than a rumour 
on Charters Towers, J1avenswood, and Town8-
ville. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I am not 
resvonsible for that. 

:Mr. MACROSSAN: I am reading the letter 
as I find it. 

"If I remember eorrccth", before John Dean's election 
you had a good opinion of Griltlth's honour; but, pro
lmbly like 1ne, you haYe since learned sufficient to 
change that opinion." 
'rhat letter distinctly disproved what the hon. 
gentleman stated last night. Those things were 
on the police court records, but they were not 
true, and the hun. gentleman did not believe 
they were true. He actually left Mr. Cttrroll off 
the Commission of the Peace, and ttt the same 
time put on men who had been convicted of 
crime. Had the hon. gentleman tttken steps to 
verify the statement he (Mr. Macrossan) made 
about the gentleman who was said to have been 
ttt Mauritius when he was in \Vestern Aus
tralia? He presumed he had not, or he would 
have given a reply. He lmd taken the opportu
nity of defending the men of whom he had 
spoken from the aspersions cast on them by the 
hon. gentleman at the head of the Govern
ment, who mm;t have been got at by people 
more malicious, possibly, than himself. Those 
people were actuated by very different feelings 
-because he gave the hlm. gentleman credit for 
not being influenced by sectttrian feeling, ani
mosity, or jealousy. At the same time, if those 
feelings had not actuated those who were promi
nent in placing the hon. gentleman in office, 
there would not have been the same striking-off 
and the same putting-on in connection with the 
Commission of the Peace which was published 
in .Tan nary last. 

l\Ir. NORTOX said he had something to say 
in reply to what fell from the Premier last night 
with regard to Mr. Skyring, but instead of de
taining the House now he would reserve till 
Tue.,day next what he had to say. 

The PREJ\II.ER said it was not only generally 
recognised that it was inconvenient, but it was 
expressly forbidden by the Standing Orders 
and the practice of the Hom.e, to refer to a 
previous debate-to have, in fact, a debate over 
ag·ain on the same subject. He did not call 
attention to the violation of the Standing Order at 
the time, because he was willing to hear what the 
hon. member had to say. It was extremely 
inconvenient when a nmtter had been discussed 
to propose to reopen the debate. If that sort 
of thing were done there would be no finality in 
,Jehate. 

Mr. NOUTON: I am determined to say what 
I have to say. 

The PREMIEE said no donbt nothing would 
stop the interminable garrulity of the hon. 
member for Port Cm·tis. The hon. member for 
Townsville referred to some mattms with respect 
to the Commission of the Peace. He (l\1r. 
G-rifllth) had given an explanation upon that 
matter yesterday. 'l'hat morning the hon. 
member had again mentioned some of the 
name::; ]>reviously referred to, and, ainongst 
others, l\Ir. Pole. He had explained that nuctter, 
but the hon. member now said he did not want 
rettsons as to why individuttls were left off 
the Commis·,ion of the Peace. He could only 
jn,Jge of what the hon. member wanted by what 
he asked, and by what other hon. members 
oppn~ite ttsked, n,nd the pressing req_ue~t nw,cle 

was to know why tlwse individutt!s were left off. 
llo ha.d proteRted ng::tinst the inconvenience of 
doing such a thing in the Honse, lmt had yielcled 
to the hon. 1nernber' . ..; in1portunities antl given 
the n:£L~ous; and no\v the hon. tnmnber came 
forward and fouml fault with him for doing 
what he asked. The hon. member was certainly 
a little inconsistent. The hon. member now 
asked why a particular section of the population 
was left 0ff the Commission : but that \Yas not 
clone, and therefore he could give no reasmr for 
its being done. He could assm·e the hon. gentlo
Inun that every case was p:1l'ticularly conRidered, 
and the Government did not strike a balance. 
Surely no section of the community wished to be 
represented on the Commission of the Peace 
by incompetent or disreputable men. \Vith 
respect to the case of l\lr. Kelly, there was 
no objection, a' the hlm. member had truly saicl, 
to voters being conveyed in a train, but there 
was a very great objection to voters voting twice 
or oftener in gangs. The hon. g·entleman knew 
very well what he alluded to. 

l\Ir. JYIACUOSSAN: I know your insinuation. 
'The PREMIER said he had been told how 

the thing \V:1S mfLnaged, ::tnd he believed it. 
They had been boasting about it ever since. 
There was no objection whtttever to voters being 
conveyed in ,-, train, but he had n decided 
objection to voters being com·eyecl either in a 
train or in buggieR, in order that they 1night 
vote early and vote often. He had an objection 
to that. It might be a peculiarity of his, but 
wheneYer he fnunt1 a nw.gistrate conniving at 
that sort of thing he would, if he could, leave 
him off the CommiEsion. 

Mr. :MACHOSSAX: \Vhy did not yon call 
for an explanation? 

The PRK'\IIJ<:It said the hem. member tth·o re
ferred to :Mr. Cusack, but he had already gi\·en the 
rea:;on for that gentleman's omission. Ho had 
been asked to appoint a gentlemttn in the 
neighbouring town of Charters Towers, but he 
was not placed on the Commission of the Peace 
for the same reasons. 

Mr. MAClWSSAN: Mr. Archibald did not 
wish to be appointed. 

The PREMIEll said he had been pressed in the 
strongest manner to appoint l\1r. Archibald, but 
he found the two cases were the same, and he did 
not accede to the request. \Vith respect to Carroll, 
the evidence in hiti case was sworn evidence npon 
it. The case of chaining- the woman was, tlmt he 
habitually left her with her ankles chained to
gether. Iliir. Carroll was summarily dismissed from 
the police, mvl he only wondered why he was 
not prosecuted. 

Mr. MACH.OSSAN : You were Atturney
Geneml. 

The PRKlVIIER said that still he wonclered 
why he was nut prosecuted. No explanation of 
that gentleman's case was possible. 

l\Ir. 2\IAC'TIOSSAN : Have you seen thb 
letter? 

The I"RKVIIEJ:t said he knew he hall written 
to him; but could not remember a particular letter. 

Mr. MACJ:WSSAN : 21st Augu:;t. 
The PREMIEH : I do not keep a letter-book. 
::\Ir. MOREHEAD : Then I advise yon tu do 

so in future. 
The PHE:\IIER said that if the hon. member 

for Townsvillc had told him when they met out
side the House that he was catechising him for 
the Jnn·pose of writing to Mr. Carroll to see 
whether thcct gentleman's recollections agreed 
with his, he should have tr-ied to remember a 
little more accur:1tely. If he recollected rightly, 
l\fr. Carroll almRed the hon. member in some of 
his Jotters, 
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Mr. MACROSSAN: The Premier r<aid that 
Mr. Carro!l was in the habit of abusing him 
(Mr. Macrossau) in his letter'. He did not 
think ::Ylr. Carroll was a frien<l of hb, and he 
did not ask the Premier if he abuser! him. He 
simply asked if he had written. 

The PREMI:ER said that, so far as he could 
remember, .Mr. Carroll's letters were in abn'e of 
the then Uovernment, and he had written to him 
(::Vlr. Griffith )-a.s hundt·e<ls of peovle <lid, when he 
wa:-: iu oppo:-;ition--cmupLtining of varimu.; twts 
of the Government. He could only "'Y thrtt the 
facb; in the case of ~Jr. Carroll were too glttring; 
they lmd never been di,rn·oyerJ. He did not 
think that any explanation could jtbtify ::\lr. 
Can·oll in flogging a nuLn to dr:tth or treating 
women with hMLarity. A' a general rule the 
Governrnent dicl not care to gin-) reaf.ions why 
men had been otruck off the roll, but he hac! 
stated wh~· he did so in those cases. 

Question put and negatived. 

CHINRSJ~ L\I:WIGRAXTS RJWliLATIOX 
ACT OH 11':77 AMEXD:\IEXT BILL
THIRD READIKG. 

On the motion of the PRK~llER, the J3i!l 
was read a third time, passed, nnd Ol"dered to 
be transmitted to the Legislati \'e Council by 
lllf'H:·.;age in the usual forn1. 

AD.JOl:'RN:\IRKT. 
In n1oving- the a.djonrnment of the Hnn!':C., 

the PRKi\liEll said that Supply would 'taml 
tir~t on the bn~ine:-;s-paper for 'rne.•K-lny; lmt 
l)Afore the If m me Jn·oct~eded to hukines:-; he f-;honld 
1uake n Hta.teluent in re~ poet to the lmsint-~s~ to Le 
tmn,.;acted. 

'l'he Hon'e adjourned at eight minutes past 
11 o'clock. 

J;[inisterial Statement. 




