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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Wednesdety, 20 Feb>''"'''Y, 188"1. 

Elections and Qualificntions Committee.-?\Iot.ion for 
Adjonrnment.-Questions.-Eleetions Act or 1874 
Amendment Bill- cmnmittee. -Auditor-General 
(~alary) Bill-committee.-Elcctions and Qnalifica­
tions Committec.-Chinese Immigrants Regnlation 
Aet of 1877 Amendment Bill-romrnittee.-l)etitiou 
of Clu~rles Francts Cnmmiug.-Adjounnnent. 

The SPEAKEH took the ch::tir tot half-pakt 
3 o'clock. 

EI,ECTIOKS AND QUALIFICATIONS 
COMMITTEE. 

The SPEAKER informed tho HouRe that he 
had received a letter from Mr. J. Ferguson, one 
of the meml1ers for llockhmnpton, and one 
from J\-lr. JVI. I-lnme Black, the member for 
::Vfackay, re"'igning their prmitions as members of 
the ElectionB ttnd Qualifications Committee. 
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::\IOTIO:t\ FOTI AD.TOF11Xl\mXT. 
Mr. ::VIOIUUIEAD "aid hn wonld cnncllHle 

the reiW11'ks he was al)nnt to 1uake with the 
u:-.nal 1notion fnr thn adjonnlluE:llt of thn J [onse. 
J-le ro~e fur the purpose of dl'<t\\'illg attention to 
the amwnnccu1ent jnst made by the Spe;~ker. 
lie lnww llC)thillg about it, hnt aHSlllllt'(l tha,t the 
resignations had ari-;eu frorn :-::mue vel'V ~erions 
difference of opinion whichnlH:.;th:J,ve taJ(eu ]Jlace 
in the committee, 'md he trneted that the connuit. 
tee, crippled as it was innn1nber, would not Jn·oc,~e(l 
to the cnn~i(leration of the rmltaiuing ca.:-;e iH tLeir 
han(ls. T\. o llH:!Jnber." 011 thP Oppn:.,ition :-;i(lu ofthn 
}louse having rP,·.igur.l~ fonr 1nemlvrs were left 
who w·ma.lly Yote(l for the G(IVPl'JJHlcmt; and the 
public, whn eX]Jectr"r1 ,iHstice b) l)e doue to all 
]Jccrtiec;, mmld hardly think it right that fnrther 
action ::-;honld be t~tken nntil the vac.tnde~ \\'ere 
filler! np. He ]ll'tsll!Hed the :-->peaker wonld bv 
his \Varrant on the table for the appointnwnt of 
two new lnembt~l'~ nf th(; C(lllllHlttee·, and 1mt1l 
that \vns clone the J-Ionse had 110 l-)oWPl' 

to fill np the vacancies. As he hnd t'.\'IJ 
lH'Olllinent lnetu1H.:~r8 l1acl re ,i_g·lH'd·-
re;pecterl hy both sides of the House·--and wlw,t 
their rea.f.on \\'ns he knew not; hut hn tl1ong·ht 
the vacancies shonl<l hto fille<l bnfore ony fnrt,hm· 
aC'tinn was taken. 1 ie lHo\ 8(l the adj<~lll'llllHmt 
of the Hmme. 

The PHK\ITEJt (Hon. 8. \Y. Griflith) said 
the 1 fnnse knew nothing of the pl'oceedings 
of the cmn1nittee nntil it:-:; report~ were brought 
before them. He did not know what mi~·ht 
have :1risen to ca.n~e lllE:~1nLor~ to n:;-;ign in the 
rniddle of th(-;ir proceedings u p<,n o1w ease, if 11ot 
two; but he had Lef'll infonnt:d :-:mne weeks :wo 
tha.t :.111 a.tb::.•n1pt \\~nnld l;e nl<.t(le to proYo~t 
the connnittee bringing np mty I't'JI(It-t, Pither by 
111en1Lers absenting th8utsol \ P:; or hy re:-:;ignation8 
such as had taken phc.,. He hn]""{ that tlw 
committee W<•nhl tlo their dl!ty- what they 
conceived to lw tlwir dntr-and not take their 
instructiom-; fnnn the Ho~1 .... e. l-1e lwpt:d they 
\vould not <tl1ow t}H~lu:-;elvep, to be olJ: .. ;tructed in 
the pl'Osccntion of tlmt dnty by any acti•m that 
one or two JnenlllCl"d lllig·ht take. 

2\Ir. FOOTE saitl he was not pre,-,ent to hear 
all the rema1·b of tlw hon. leader of the 
OtJP<hition, lmt from ·what be conk! gather fron1 
the latter part of his speech he nndersto<><l that 
t\-vo ntenibers of the comn1ittee had re· igned.. 
If they hall resigned he was not awn1·e of it. 

NI:r. MUHEHEAD : The Speaker has recoil' Cl! 
their rt ,ignations. 

l\Ir. FOOTE ~aid he uncler~tood, according to 
the rule~ of conm1ittnes, that .so lollg- a.~ tlwl"e 
\VflH n qnonnn the cuun11ittee could sit. 1 ["' wa~ 
not a \\"a.re uf any enornHm~ Lrea.ch of p1·i dh•ge 
that wa~ contudtte(l :-;n long a.-.; there was a 
f11l0l'U1ll. Of conr . ...;e if any uwmber of the cmu­
ruittee reRigncd the SlH'i1ker b:ul }10\V€1' io 
appoint another. Tho:-;e two hon. gentle1neu 
\Vlw h:t.d l'e~igned l1ad been very atter.1tive to 
their busine~:-;, ttlld luv.I ~pent a gTeat dual of 
thne in nttelltliug the ('OJlllllittee. ;..;o long U.:-) 

the1·e waN a qnonnn the committ"e had a perfect 
right to sit; at loa.,t, tlmt was his opinion. 

J\Ir. BLACK sai,! that, as oue of the members 
of the cmrnuittee who had retJigned-ftn· reason~ 
which he did not think it wac; uecessarv to state­
he would rnake a few l'CillaJ·ks. The "lwn. niOlll­

lJer for Hockhampton awl himself etillremaineJ 
on tl1e con11nittee until others we1·e UJJpointed 
to take their places. They had not resigned for 
the purpo,;e of oL,trueting the decisionc; of that 
committee ; but they felt compelled to take the 
step they had on }t n1uch nwre ::;eriou;-; ground, 
which it was hardly necessary ant! which it 
would not be right for him to allude to until the 
whole evidence tccken by the committee ou the 
casee bdore them had been laid on tl1e taLle of 

the I~nnse. So far frmn agreeing 'vith what the 
h<>n. Premie1· snicl-tlmt they had reNig·ned when 
certain c;cses hat! been left llllllecided-·they had 
Lloue 110t11ing of the sort. They hnd C<nnp]etml 
two of the c~t~e;-;; and while teiHlering hi;-; reHig. 
mttiou he hall al."' to inform the House that 
he should taJre steps to cany out the decision 
which ha.d been a1Tived ~~t that rrwruing. They 
h:"l left nothing unfinished, bnt they declined 
to go on with the third case, which had heen 
emullH:mced th;1t lllOl'ning. There vva::; no reason 
\\'hy the committee ;lwuld cease to act; the 
lcttd"r of the Opposition simply appe;tled to the 
feeli11g of the l[on:-:e rtl:l to whether-considering 
that a very seriouN difficulty had ari,;en in the 
connuittee~thcir good sense would not delny 
the Jn·oceeding,; of that committee until they 
got two other members appointed to fill the 
vat~tt.nciel:l. 

l\lr. FE!lCrCSOX said he endorsed what 
had been said JJy the hon. mmnber for J\[aclmy. 
They had stated before they left the committee· 
rouw that they \Vonl<1 go lxwk aud fini~h the 
J\nlJigny election. They hatl gone so far that it 
wa,-, almost fini,he,[, and they would not obstruct 
it. J-1 i~ own rr:a:..:on for resigning wa:-1 lH~canse 
he coH,itlerecl that the Elections and (/ualifiea­
tions Counnittee w:_ts a perfect farce, aH it \V~kl 
a 1nere question of voting, nnJ he thought that 
such umttel'H should he left in the hauds of 
,Judges of the Supren1e Court. It waB si1nply 
four to three and nothing else, and the sooner 
the law was o,ltered the better. His reason 
for taking- the ': tup he had was to Lring lH'eS.:·mre 
U)>on the House to alter the law and g-et 
matter,; of tlutt kind "ottled by gent! em eH out­
i3ide Parlimnent altogether. 

The SPEAKEE said he won!tlrud what was 
c:tid with reference to the matter, in the 17th 
clansc of the Lc6·islative Assembly Act:-

•. .After the H]llJOintment. of tlle ~ujd cmnmittee eYery­
mewber :t}J}J()inied slutll continue to be a nwn1ber ihereor 
until tlw eu<l of that SL"SSiou. or until lle cea~A to 1Jc u 
mc1nl1er of tl1e ~\ssmnbly, or unle,...s and until the t•otn­

nnttee rPpnrt. that }Je iS tlisab!ed by continued illllL'I:'.':l 
Cront tttl .'llilin~ tlw eommittec, m· until the committee 
be di:, ,oln-)d a~ lwreluaftcr tn·urirlctl, or nntil lie n.::-;ig·n 
hi~ :qJpoiu1lnent nYllich he do by letter to tlw 
Svenket'l, hnt wll'tl'h .-.:lutll not take cn·e(•t 
nntil tbe :.tfJpointlllellt of another lllCll1ber in hi:;; plar·c.'' 

The qncstinn fo1· the H ou:-:~e to decide \"\'::.t~, would 
the appointment' be consi(lered t<J take cHnet 
from thP time thn \\'Ol'l';tnt \\·as laid on the table, 
or nt the cxpil'a,tion of tllree <l:1ys? 

l\[r. MOllEJH:AD f1i,! it wn,s in the power of 
the llonsc. tu Ji:-,c;ent froJll a.n n.ppointlllellt, and 
to displace :.tny 11u:.m1ber whot-te lHUue ,">houlcl Le 
put nn that wnn·:J,nt during that p8l·iocl. 

The l' ]'[J<:)JTJ<:ll said th,tt wa., appareutly the 
effect. The point never occnrred tu hiHl bufore. 
13nt looking at the 1.-Jth )--;ection of the Legis-
btive Asse!llbly Act, it mts !Jl'ovitled , ___ _ 

"In t.lle lil"st se::.~iuu of twe.:r.-:.· ..:\..:-;sclllbly, :JJlll within 
sov('ll day~~ aftel' t.hc elt:ct.ion of a .SlJlmker, ~Ln<l iu l!YCl'.\' 
sub:-:etll1C:Ht. ;.;e:-:sion \dtllin seven tlays after tlte eOJn­
llJC:UCl·lJlt·nt tlwroor, or in either ('a:-:e at ally l:lter perioll 
with the lefLV~~ o[ t.he Assembly, the SttPakt·r shalL lJy 
\ntrrant under hit'> baud, appolllt seven mcmbtJrs of the . 
AssemUly, a~<Jiu~t wlw~e return 110 IH:~tition i:,; tlu:u 
pending anll11o11e of \VltolJJ is a varty to ally pe:tit.ion 
NJltlplaining- of auy cketiu11 or l't~tnrn, to be llH'llllJm·:-: of 
a conuuitlet: to be called' The Comtl!ittee of Elections alH1 
(-2mdiiieation:-;,' And every ::~udt warrant shall be laid 
on tlJC tabll! of tho Asselllbly, and, if not llh;appl'oYeclby 
the , ... -\.:-;~emblv in the cour::~e or the next three Liar::> 
on wlliclt thC A',.~ewbly meet:s for tile (1C:->pateh of hn~J­
ue~s. ~hall take c1l'oe1 a, an apt,ointmcnt or snch eulH­
untLee.'' 

The v arnmt took effect if it was not dic;approved 
of in thl'ee JayJ, and it wm; not complete until 
thl'ee days had elapsed. If the warrant had the 
effect of displacing the re::;igni11g 1nernbers before 
the appointment of other wembers in their place 
wae complete, it might t:clw ;m indefinite len,~th 
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of time. The Spe;tker might ;tppoint "member 
who was disctpprovell of, and another, and so on. 
The intention of the 17th section wail that under 
no circnn1stances, except those which were inevit­
able, shonlrl the committee cease to consist of less 
than seven n1e1nbers. 'The warrant did not take 
effect as an appointment until it had lain on the 
table of the Assembly for three days. 

The SPEAKER: I have brought the matter 
before the House·"' that they may expre•;s their 
opinion upon it. I understand that in one cn,,;e 
the report of the committee will be completed 
to-rnorrow n10rning, and I will not lay 1ny war­
rant on the table until to-morrow, so as not to in­
terfere with it. 

The PRE11Il~R: It won't interfere. 
:Mr. HAl\1ILTON said he did not agree with 

the Premier's rea•on for objecting to the appoint­
ment of members in the place of those who had 
tendered their resignation. The Premier's objec­
tion was that, as the "ccrrant for their appoint­
ment had to lie on the table of the Hnnse for 
three days for approval, that at the end of that 
time it might not be approved, and a further 
delay thus occasionec1. There was no chance of 
that occurring, because, as the Governrnent 
wished these Ct:lM' concluder!, they would by 
their nmjority carry any nomination the Speaker 
might ma.ke. 

Mr. ARCHER said the Act from which the 
hon. gentleman quoted said :-

"In the first session of every Assembly, and within 
seven days after the election of Speaker, and in every 
subsequent sess.ion 'vithin seven days after the cow­
menc,,ment thereof, or in either case ::tt any later prriocl 
with the leave of the Assemhl.\', the Speaker shall, by 
·warrant nnder hi" hnnd, appoiut seven members of the 
Assembly against whose return no petition is then pend­
ing, and none o! whom is n pa,rty to any petition (~Olll­
pla.ining of any election or return, to he meml1ers of a 
committee to 1Je callecl • 'l'hc Committee of Elections 
and Qnalitications.' And. every such warrant shall be 
hlid on the table of the Assemhl)-", and if not disnp11roved 
of by the AssmnlJly in the course of the next three days 
on which the Assembly meets for tile lles]mteh of bu~i­
ness, shall take ctl'ect ns an al>IJointment of such com­
mittee." 
It was perfectly clear that the appointment was 
made by the Spe,;ker's w>trrant, and if the 
House disctgreerl with his appointment, then 
another meml1er would have to be appointed. 
That would be a new appointment. There could 
not be the slightest donbt in the mind of any 
one reading the section, except [1, lawyer, thf.tt 
the appointment was macle by the Spectker'P 
warrant, which had to lie on the table for three 
days. 

Mr. NORTON said it was a mere matter of 
common sense. He agreed with the hon. member 
for Blaclmll that the appointment was made when 
the Speaker laid his w:crrant on the table. 
Although a per ~on might be appointed to an 
office, he might not be entitled to enter upon the 
duties of that office until a certain time lucd 
elapsed, hut the appointment was made all the 
;:;an1e. In this ca~e the appointlnent was n1ade 
when the Spetcker laid his warrant on the table, 
but it dill not take effect until a certain time 
hall elapsed. In the e\'ent of certain cit·cum­
stance~ happening and the a1 lpointrnent being 
disapproved by the House, a fresh appointment 
h<1d to be marle. To argue that the appointment 
did not become an appointment until the end of 
three days was ah,nnl. 

The ATTOR:''LEY-GEC\ERAL said it might 
just as well be s:ccid that if the hectd of a depttrt­
ment were to nominate a perwn whom he intended 
for a certain office by submitting his name tu the 
Cabinet, that that was an appointment, although 
the Governrnent rnjght not agree to it ancl the 
Governor might refuse to sanction it. The rnere 
fact 0f the insertion of a name in a document 
which was necessary as the foundn.tion of •;nl>-

seqnentaetion dill not make it an appointment, but 
the action that harl to be performed afterwards. 
He submitted that there was not the slightest am­
bio·nity as to the meaning of the 15th section of the 
A~t; 'but, even if there were, it was abunrhntly 
clc.,red up by sections 16 anc\17. The lGth d~alt 
with the disapproval of the warrant of appomt­
ment. It could not be a legal appointment in any 
sense until the three days, dnring which the 
Assembly might express disappr~bation, had 
elapsed. To contend that the appomtment took 
effect when the wanant wns laid upon the table 
wrrs so contradictory that it \\as absurd. One 
of the fundamenttil rules in construing Acb 
of Parli>tment was tluct they shoul<l never 
be construed either agaim:lt the gntn1n1;ttical 
Hense or in snch a n1anner as to lead to alJ­
smdity ; and he submitted that to constrne 
one part of the section as being an ab~olute 
appointment as soon as the Speaker bid his 
warrant on the t'"ble, and the other part tlutt it 
should take effect at the end of three days, mftde 
the construction of the section an absurdity, w !rich 
was a thing that could never be done. 

Mr. STEVENSON said hon. members opposite 
had evidently made up their minds that as mneh 
clehcy as po'"ible should take placre in the appoint­
ment of members of the committee to take the 
pbce of those jnst resigned; and it ftppcarerl 
that on his side of the House they were Yery 
much in the same position as the :Elections and 
Qn»lificatinns Committee·-that it was utterly 
uReless trying to convince hon. men1hers opposite 
by argnrnent or in :1n_v other \VfLy. They had 
heard it stated by one hon. member who hac! 
resigned hi~ seat on that cmnrnittee-the lwn. 
member for Hocklmmpton-that that committee 
was a perfect brce; thtct it was simply a matter 
of voting. lout if that side of the Hunso was in 
a bttd position when they harl three membe1·s 
as against four on the cmnrr1itteo, they \Vonl!J 
be in a very mnch worse position when they 
had only 011e to four. He thought the Honse 
should give smne expres:::;ion of opinion as to 
whether it was judicious or proper for that cmn­
mittee to proceed with ttny more lmsiness until 
the new members of it could sit and act. 

Mr. PERKIKS said it was rather singular 
that so little should apparently be known abont 
Acts of Parliament which bad been pa"ell anrl 
been in operation fnr so 1nany year-,,, It \vould 
appear that they bad all been asleep, and they 
had nu\V to get the rnmtning of tho~:Je ,\cts frmll 
amateur lawyers anrl from the hefcr1 of the ::\lin­
iRtry, who put his ovvn con~trnction npnn it. 
J-Iis rnind was very el:1stic, antl hiR conscience--­
if he was encuml>ercrl by one at ftll-·dicl not 
inconYenience hin1 in any way. It W<.t.R lauv-;ntM 
able that they shoulll have to conw to snch a 
state of things. He was entirely disintm·wterl 
hin"elf, n.nd it did not matter to him \vhetlwr 
the Speaker appointed members of the com­
mittee or whether he did not, or \vho tho"' 
nretnbers 1night be, because he had ce:u~.;ed to ttLke 
any interest in the prucemlings since the Speaker 
lmd made his original appointments-doubt!£ sin 
obeclience to instructions from the I'remier. 1t 
was a lamentable spectacle that there shoulrl be 
u, donbt about the nwaning of the cJau:-:;e, anti a,s 
to whftt were the functions and powers of thu 
Elections anrl Qnalifications Committee, or what 
the duration of their otfce migl1t be. It seemerl 
that bvo rnmnherH of the cornruittee had resigned; 
ami ftS he understood the rliscnssion which had 
been going on, it wa,R aR to when the new n1en1bers 
appointed in their place would enter upon their 
dnties. If the Hpeaker made the appointments 
that day, or if he delayed them until to-morrow, 
he thought the reatling of the clause was plain 
enough, and it had been already read to the 
Honse. There might then be more than seven 
members on the Elections and ~ualifications 
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Committee. The memberR who had resigned, 
accordin~ t0 the construction put upon the clause 
by some hon. members, might continue to sit on 
the committee, but he did not think they would, 
and if they did they might very justly be 
objected to by other members of the committee. 
Supposing, however, three 1nmnbers had re~igned, 
and th"Y had not a quorum, what would be their 
position then ? It was, no doubt, evident that 
the members which the S]Jeaker would appoint 
in lieu of those who had resigned might enter 
U]Jon their duties at once, though they might, by 
a vote of the House, be expelled within three days 
from their office, and the Spenker might have to 
make a fresh appointment. This was the situa­
tion: The _A"ttornev-General gave one con:::truc­
tiun, and tlw Pren1ier gave another, but the 1nattcr 
was quite simple until the bwyers came to 
interfere with it, and then it got any twist or 
turn which suited their convenience. It wa,s 
an unfortumLte thing for the House and for the 
country tlmt those donbts should be continually 
arising, and that they were to be getting 
opinions which were not paid for from lawyers 
in that House. No trust could be placed in the 
O}JinionR given that evening Ly the J~ren1ier 
and the Attorney-General, because they were 
not paitl for and were biassed opinions. No 
doubt the Premier wanted a committee of voting 
machines who would carry out his intentions 
and inclinations, and carry out the bargain 
which he had before stated that hon. gentleman 
had made with the Speaker about two years 
ago to accomplish certain things. It did not 
matter who might be appointed to the v>want 
offices on the Elections and Qmtlifications Com­
mittee. They would be in a minority, and 
reason and right would have no weight whntever 
with a majority who knew what they were sent 
there to do. They had certain work to do, and 
the wonder to him was that they had been so mild 
over the bnsiness. He could not see why they 
had protracted their labours for such a time 
when they might have given a decision at once or 
immediately they entered upon their duties, in­
stead of going through the farce of calling a 
number of witnesses. Re lJerhaps might be 
allowed to oxpre's an opinion, having been pre­
sent at many of the proceedings of that com­
mittee, and he could say this--

l\Ir. G lU::VIES said he rose to a question of 
privilege. vVas it right for the hon. gentleman 
to divulge anything he might have hettrd said in 
that committee? 

Mr. PERKil'\S : I have nothing to divulge 
about you. 

The SPEAKEH said the rule laid down and 
followed frequently was that on a motion for the 
adjournment of the House a member might travel 
over any ground. The hon. gentleman was, he 
thought, at liberty to state what had come to his 
own knowledge while referring to the proceedings 
of the committee. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said that, speaking to the 
question of privilege, the hon. member for Oxley 
knew as well as he did that the proceedings of 
the committee were open to every member of 
the House, and if he did not ki10w that he ought 
to know it. 

:Mr. PERKINS said he was not going to refer 
to the hnn. member for Oxley. He did not re­
collect anything concerning the hon. gentleman 
in particular which had struck him in the pro­
ceedings of the committee ; but he must say 
this of the chairman of that committee : while 
a host of witnesses were called in a certain case 
to prove certain allegations contained in a 
petition, the chairman was not content that the 
accuser was represented by counsel-in fact, hoth 
sides were represented by counsel-the chairman 
was not content to allow people to transact their 

own business, bnt he always attempted at the 
close of the examination, by counsel, to weave a 
story together and get the witness to say "yes." 
A more rotten or more conupt proceeding he had 
never witnessed anywhere, whether in a police 
court or anYwhere else, in his life, than that of 
the chairnutn~\vho was sworn to do what ''7 as 
impartial and give strict justice-interfering with 
the witneHses on every possible occasion, ancl 
trying to direct and mislead witnesses into stating 
what wonld suit himself. :From the first appoint­
ment of the committee he had known what their 
decision would be. It was simply a matter of 
so many voting· machines. He had hoped that 
if an? member of the House was questioned 
upon his right to sit in the House, they would be 
prepared to rely upon the evidence, and there 
wonld be some sense of fair play shown ; but 
from the time he saw the chairman acting in the 
way he did he knew thn,t there was no hope that 
either justice or impartiality was to be gained. 
He expressed hi~ opinions smno time ago abont 
the Elections and Qualifications Committee, and 
he now wanted hon. members to r~<td the evidence 
and the proceedings of the committee, thongh 
he did not know whether it was all taken down. 
He thought the Speaker must come to the con­
clusion that there could not be nine members of 
the committee. The gentlemen who had been 
appointetl to act as members of the committee, 
and the others who might be appointed to­
morro,,r, \vunld n1ake nine ; and that ·waR a thing 
not contemplated. He could exrn·ess his entire 
indifference as to who might be appointed. He 
could only say now th~t a day of reckoning 
would come to the Premier. The hon. gentlenmn 
would reap as he had sown. 

The PHEMIEit: Hear, hear! 
Mr. PERKINS : There would come the 

harvest sooner than he expected. Sir Henry 
Parkes, inN ew South \V ales, stood on a citadel 
a good deal stronger than that occupied by the 
Premier, and he tried to attain his emh by oust­
ing certfLin 1nernLerR. I--le succeeded to Ruch an 
extent that his position was considered unassail­
able, and it was thought he would keep it for 
seven or ten years at least. But, then, how soon 
he came to grief ! The PrBn1ier was rnaking 
use of the same levers as Sir Henry 1\ukes 
had done, but the people would awake from the 
dream they were indnlging in. They would 
find ont the deceit that had been practised 
npon them. 'fhey would find that out from the 
Elections and Qualifications Committee, to 
which the Premier and the Speaker had been 
parties. Had the Speaker not worked hard and 
talked about it two years ago, and let it be 
known that that was the end to be arrived at? 
The people of the country would see the dis­
trnst, the want of confidence, and the want of 
cohesion in the present crowd behind the Govern­
ment. There was nothing but brag and bunkum ; 
nothing but pandering to the crowd. The 
Premier hitd told them that he would take away 
the best industry from those who had it and 
give it to thenL There were no greater 
sticklers for what they had than the members 
of the Ministry who had anything; and they 
wanted to stick to all they had and get more. 
But he had been alluding to Sir Henry Parkes. 
That impostor came to grief in a wtty that he 
did not expect ; and the same fate awaited the 
Premier. His party and the people would turn 
round on him ; they would see the frauds that 
were practised upon them; they would see the pro­
ceedings of the Elections and Qualifications Com­
mittee in the public prints, and they would read 
the evidence; and they would see all the Premier's 
sophistries and scheming and tricks, and his dif­
ferent scenery and many sides that he used. Then 
the hon. gentleman would come off the perch that he 
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had obtained by false pretences and false promises; 
by deceit and trickery ; by roll-stuffing ; by get­
ting a lot of corrupt persons to go about and put 
men on the roll and take them off just as they were 
inclined. The people of this colony would not 
be ruled by sectarian differences. They would 
come round in two or three years and see the 
gross deceit that had been practised upon them, 
and remember the statements of the Premier, 
that the most notorious ruffians were in the 
n">gistracy ; while at the same time that he 
made that statement he added to the Commis­
sion of the Peace the most notorious ruffians. 
That he (~Ir. Perkins) could prove on the floor 
of that House. He had intended taking them 
name by name, and if he had had an oppor­
tunity, he would have named them. No con­
sideration whatever was shown to persons 
qualified to fill the position, but there was simply 
brag and bunku1n-brag like people playing poker, 
and saying, '' I like if [make n statement to know 
that there is not likely to be any inquiry into it." 
'fhat was the pmition which the hon. gentleman 
held. He could go into a court to plead a case ; 
he \1 CLS a good lawyer, and did his work well. It 
was supposed that lawyers never got paid, that 
they only received honoral'iumR; but he knew they 
got paid, and returned their briefs when there was 
something better on the other side. The case of 
1\Ieston against the Zcitung newspa,per was a 
ca~e in lJoint. LawyerR were' 'honourable" by .. l\..ct 
of J'arliament, and they were supposed to be 
gentlemen ; but the honour di:;appeared as soon 
as anyone had business to do with them. .He 
had to do with one of them ; and he should like 
to characterise him by his proper term, if he 
wel'c in the House ; he believed he was a 
cobbler one thue, and cJ.rove a baker's cart. 
'l'hat lawyer conducted his case up to half-past 
11 on Saturday, and at twenty minutes to 12 a 
note was received from him stating that he 
could not attend to nny Supreme Court business 
in the following v, eek. He (Mr. Perkins) lmp­
pened to know that he had nothing to do that 
week ; but he did not like the CCLse. He knew 
he (Mr. Perkins) was going to win; if he had 
expected he would lose he would have been 
willing to take the case up. 

An Ho:'WURABLE MEMBER : vVho was that? 
Mr. PERKINS : It was Mr. Garrick. He 

was a specimen of those who were cnlled 
"gentlemen" by Act of Parliament. He (~fr. 
Perkins) would like to s»y a little more about his 
character, and about his pedigree and his 
antecedents, and about what he thought nf the 
'vorking- n1cn \V horn he tried to ride over now. 
He (Mr. Perkins) gave him a• a specimen of 
what conld be done. The judges and the jury 
might be right, but the lawyer might at half-past 
11 get np and capsize the whole case just to suit 
himself. S11turday, as all knew, was a half-day, 
and it was impossible to negoti:~te with a lawyer 
nad get fres'1 counsel before 10 o'clock on Monday 
morning. He hoped the Premier would not get 
up to clefend his colleague in the Upper House, 
because if he clid be (;yh. rerldns) might have a 
little more to say about him, and would show 
tho,t that gentleman's ill-acrruired wenlth was not 
goin~ to en:lJble him to override the people of 
}3ris bane. Indeed, if the people knew a little 
more about him they would think " great deal 
less of him. That gentleman was bound in 
honour to return him the fees he had paid him, 
and t0 pay the expenses to which he had been put 
in those proceedings. Had such conduct been 
practised towards some persons it might have had 
the effect of putting them into the gutter for life. 
There was a peculiar trick amongst those hcm­
om·able gentry, the barristers, of whom he 
supposed the Premier called himself the head. 
They wanted fi. ve or 1:1ix gnine::ts every year as a 
refresher. Things were very different in Vie-

toria. Mr. T. H. l<'ellowes was his lawyer in 
J\lelbourne for a great 111any years, and he gave 
hirn at the start a retaining fee of five guineas, 
and a refre.~her of only one guinea a year after­
wards. But the Brisbane barristers must be 
refreshed with five gnineas a year, and even then 
a client was liable to be told that somebody had 
retained his counsel earlier. \Vhen the Premier 
was his counsel he made some excuse that the 
Tc/cymph newspaper had retained him earlier. 
But on the particular occasion to which he now 
referred the hon. gentleman's coadjutor and 
colleague in the Upper House was not retained 
by anyone. He (Mr. Perkins) made those re­
marks for the information of the country. Of 
course they would not take away from the Pre­
Inier's pra,ctice, nor did he want thmu to do Ro, 
becanRe he would trust hiln again to-1norrow in 
law, although his opinion of him as a statesman 
was rruite another matter. To return to the sul1-
ject more immediately before the House. The 
appointment and the functions of that committee 
were a very important matter, and he trusted the 
Speaker would have it carefully looked into and 
explained to hon. members, because it was evident 
they could not rely upon the explanations giv~n 
by the legal gentlemen who had spoken. llls 
own impreosion was that when members of the 
committee resigned they wel'e at once relieved of 
their duties, ~md that immediately upon the 
Speaker iRsuing his warrant for the appoint­
tment of their successors they entered upon 
their duties, although, of course, they mip;ht 
be disqualified by the vote of the House. Ho 
again expressed a hope that the Premier would 
not attempt to defend his colleague in the Upper 
House, for if ho did there wonl<l be a very long 
tale to tell. 'That gentleman had no claim to the 
position to which he aspired, nsing the people as 
a lever to pitchfork himself into office, not in 
Queensland, i>ut in a far-off land, whither he 
soon intended to take wing, if he could. 

Mr. KELLETT said he merely wished to call 
attention to the Yery few remarks m>tde by the last 
speaker on the rrucstion hefore the House. Those 
remarks were, that if the resignations of the 
two members was accepted, and that if the 
Speaker's warrant was laid on the table for the 
appointment of their successors, there wouhl be 
nine members on the committee. 'That w><s 
perfectly absurd. As to the remark of the hnn. 
tnmnber for Itockhmnpton, that the proceeding-s 
of the committee were a farce, he thought it about 
the most extraordinary statement he had ever 
heard in:the House, and it was certainly a direct 
imult to the other members of the committee. 

Mr. ISA;\IBERT said the di,;cussionreminclccl 
him of the saying, "A cobbler to hi.s trade." 
For the last five years, when the party now in 
oppo:-;ition ·were in power, whenever they found 
themseh·es in a corner they tried to get out of 
it by a side movement. They all knew by what 
a side mo.-cmcnt that party got out of the clit!i­
culty of the steel rails, by which £60,000 w::ts lo:;t 
to the colony; ancl now, when they had got into 
another rruecr hole, they were trying to get out 
of it by similar means. Bnt that had been their 
connnon practice, and it wa.s needless to ennlne­
rate the cases, which would present themselves 
to every hon. 1netnber. Their action now in 
vilifying the Elections and Qualifications Com­
mittee was Cjuite in keeping with their old policy. 
Therefore he said, "A cobbler to his trade." 

Question put and negatived. 

QUESTIO:c;rs. 
Mr. lLDliLTON asked the Minister for 

vVorks~ 
1. Will he ngcert<ti.n hy wir· if an~r or the TI::tilway Sur­

yeys from P0rt Doug1as to Hcrhc1·ton, from Cairns to 
Hcrherton, ant1 from Mourilyau lltwbour to IIerbertOll 1 

are completecl: 
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2. Also, which of the above-mentioned surveys arc 
uncompleted, and the probable length of time that will 
elapse before their completion? 

The MINISTlUt FOR WORKS (Hon. W. 
Miles) replied-

! have already given the hon. member all the informa~ 
tion which the department is in possession of on this 
question, a.nd I am not prepared to concede to the 
request made to obtain the information asked for by 
\Vire. I hope, however, to receive the report of the 
Chief Engineer on the subject shortly. 

Mr. ISAMBERT asked the Colonial Trea­
surer-

Has the 1ianagcr of the Queensland National Bank, 
Mr. Drury, received any remuneration for his services 
in connection with the floating of the last Queensland 
loan. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon. J. R. 
Dickson) replied-

::J.ir. Drury has not rendered any cla.lm in connection 
with the Jloating of the loan, and no remuneration has 
been paid to him. 

ELECTIONS ACT OF 1874 AMENDMENT 
BILL-COMMITTEE. 

On the motion of the PREMIEH, the Speaker 
left the chair, and the House resolved itself into 
a Committee of the \Vhole, to consider the 
Leg·isla.tive Council's amendments in this Bill. 

The PREMIER moved that the amendment 
in clause 2 be agreed to. The amendment was 
to test bond ,fide residence for a period of one 
month. It was a very good amendment, and 
one that the Committee might accede to. 

Mr. MACROSSAN asked if the Premiar 
would say how he thought the amendment 
would operate. He knew wme people were of 
opinion that it would operate so as to nullify the 
operation of the whole of the Bill. He should like 
the hon. gentleman in charge of the Bill to tell 
them how the amendment would operate. 

The PREMIER said the Bill as brought in was 
intended to prevent persons who had ceased to re­
side in an electoral district, and whose names were 
upon the roll with residence qualification, from 
voting under that qualification. As originally in­
troduced, it provided that when >1 man ceased to be 
a resident he should not be entitled to a vote at 
all. In committee that W>hs amended to the 
extent that if he had ceased to be a resident for 
nine months he should not be entitled to vote. 
The clause was then worded in this way :-

"No person whose name is entered on the roll of 
electors for anv electoral distriet in respect of the quaJi-
1ication of residence shall be entitled to vote in respect 
of that qualification at any election for such district 
unless at some time within nine monthR before such 
election he h~Ls been actually and bond fide resident in 
the district." 
It was pointed out that some question might 
arise as to what was bond .fide residence, 
nnd the Legislative Council had amended the 
clause to the effect that bond fide residence 
should mean residence for a period of one 
month. 'l'he voter must be for one month 
out of the nine a bond fide resident of 
the district. The amendment would also ope­
rate in another way by reducing the period 
of absence from nine months to eight. If an 
elector h>1d resided in a district up to eight 
months before an election, and had then gone 
away altogether, he would be entitled to vote. 
But' in a case where he had been away over 
eight months he would not be entitled to vote. 
A very small number of persons were, however, 
likely to be affected by that. 

Mr. PERKINS : Is the residence to be con­
tinuous? 

Mr. MACROSSAN said the intention of the 
Committee in passing the clause as amended 
was that no man whose name was on the roll in 
a district should be diofranchised through 
merely going to another district. It wao 

pointed out that he could not possibly have his 
name put on the roll in less than six months, and 
probably it would take nine. The amendment 
of the Legislative Council reduced that time by 
one' month. If they had increased the number 
of months during which the applicant might 
have his name put on the roll to ten, it 
would have left the intention of the Committee 
untouched. But at present it took away one 
month from the nine, and reduced a man's chance 
of aetting his name on the roll to that extent. 
Th~ amendment certainly operated against the 
intention of the Committee when the Bill left 
that House. 

Mr. PERKINS said he had asked the hon. 
gentleman in charge of the Bill if the resi­
~lence was to be continuous, or if it might be for 
a few days or a week at a time. 

The PREMIEit: It must be continuous resi­
dence. 

Mr. NORTON said, if continuous residence 
was meant the clause should say so, because 
residence was residence, whether it meant 
continuous or for a week or a few days at a 
time. He thought the amendment was a mistake 
altogether. There could be no doubt that what 
had been said by the hon. member for Towns­
villa was quite correct-that the intention 
was that no man should lose his vote simply 
from the fact of having moved from one 
district to another; and nine months was 
fixed as a reasonable time to ensure his 
aetting his name on the roll of the district to 
~hich he moved. As to the words" bond fide," 
he thought that the hon. gentleman would see 
that they were merely superfluous. If it was 
residence it was residence, and it did not matter 
whether it was called bond fide or not. ' 

Mr. ARCHEI{, said the reading of the clause 
it.~elf showed that it did not mean continuous 
residence. It said :-

"Unless at some time within nine months before 
sueh election he has been actually and bond fide resi· 
dent in the district 1 herein for a period of one month." 
It did not sav "continuous." 

The ATTOHNEY-GENERAL said there 
could be no doubt as to what a month meant. 
It meant a period of time commencing and 
ending at a certain specified moment or day. A 
calendar month--

Mr. NOR TON: It does not say "calendar 
month." 

The ATTOitNEY-GENERAL said the Acts 
Shortening Act provided that where the word 
" month" was used it should mean "calendar 
month." It would not be correct to say a period of 
thirty-one days was a calendar month if they took 
some days out of January, some out of February, 
others out of March, and so on. No sane man 
would t>dd those days together and call them a 
calendar month. It must be a period of time 
beginning and ending where months always did 
begin and end. 

Mr. PERKINS said, with regard to the resi­
dence being continuous, he thought no one would 
deny that he had a right to vote at Toowoomba, 
and yet he could say that during the last five or 
six years he h"d never been able to reside a 
month continuously at Toowoomba, although 
he had every desire to do so. The consequence 
was that, according to the interpretation put 
upon the clause, he would be disfranchised. He 
thought it would be as well to substitute twen~y­
eiaht or thirty days, so as to cover the perwd 
m~ntioned. It would be much better to settle the 
matter at once, and not have to call upon lawyers 
afterwards to unravel the story and tell them 
what it meant. He thought the Committee had 
a right to know what they were doing. It would 
be a great hardship in his own case to be disfran­
chised in the way he had mentioned, but he had 
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only put himself forwltrd as ltn illustmtion. No 
doubt other hon. members could tell the same 
tale, and it was well to know what their f[Ualifi­
cation should be. 

Mr. CHUBB said the hon. member for Towns­
ville had taken a correct view of the case because 
the clause, as it stood, took one month o'ut of the 
nine. It said, "at some time within nine months." 
That mu:st mean some one time, and a person 
to be entitled to a vote must reside a consecutive 
:'-umb~lr <:f days amounting to a calendar month 
m a d1stnct. The hon. member for Aubigny had 
referred to the lawyers unravelling these mat­
ters, hut so long as they were dealing with con­
tested elections it was a mlttter that would not 
be determined by lawyers, but by members 
of the House who formed the l~lections and 
Qualifications Committee, or by gentlemen who 
performed the duties of returning officers. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he could not support 
the Premier with regard to the amendment. 
He know, as the hem. gentleman did, that the 
~ouse was very j~fllous of its privileges and 
ng}1~s, and he mamtained that the rights and 
pnVlleges of the Hou;;e had to a certain extent 
been interfered wi.th by another Chamber in the 
present instance. If there had been any 
material alteration necessary in the clause he 
could f[nite understand that Chamber interferin" 
and amending, if necessary; but the present 
w~s. simply a trifling alteration of the clause as 
ongmally agreed to by the Legislative Assembly 
and he should not yield one iota of the right~ 
and powers of the Houoe. Althouo·h le,ally the 
other Chamber might have a ri"l1t tc~ alter a 
B!ll of. th",t sort, still they should not tamper 
with 1t, he thought, unless some apparent 
blunder had been made. Hon. member,; woulcl 
agree with him that they should not allow 
gentlemen in the other Il:ou,se to interfere in 
that way. 

'l'he MINISTER J<'OR WORKS (Mr. Miles): 
They are all new appointments. 

Mr. MOREHE"\D said some of them were 
tl;e hon. gentleman's disappointments; bnt it 
did nut matter who appointed them. If the 
appointments had been made by his side of 
the House, they were certainly showing a 
greater interest in the welfare of the Assembly 
than those. who were appointed by hon. meni­
hers opposite. T!;ltt . was not the f[Uestion, 
however. He mamtamed that the man who 
shoul'! guard the privileges of the House was the 
Prem1er and leader of the House, and he nmin­
tained that their privileges were being infrino-ed 
in the present instance by the members of the 
other Chamber, if not in the matter of the law, at 
least in that of usage ; and, unless some great 
blunder were committed, he did not think they 
should accept any such amendments made by 
the other House. 

The PREMIER said that when he saw the 
amendments it occurred to him to inf[uire if such 
amendments were usually made by the Legis­
lative Council in Bills of that kind and he 
addressed himself first to the ciroi{mstances 
attending the passing of the two Acts which the 
Bill before them was intended to amend. He 
found that in both those cases the Len·islati ve 
Counc!l made very important amendmm~ts upon 
the Bills as agreed to by that House. He did 
not think it necessary to go further than that · 
but he had ascertained that it was the practic~ 
of the House of Lords to amend such Bills. In 
one of the case:; he luvl mentioned an amend­
ment made by the Legislative Council imposed 
a new distjualification on members of the As­
sembly. 

Mr. J\L\CIWSSXi:\ : That should not he 
allow eel. 

The PREMIER said that it had been allowed, 
nevertheless, and it was the custom in Great 
Britain for the House of Lords to make amend­
ments upon such Bills. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said that if they went back 
to the history of the Reform Bill, they would 
find that the House of Lords had thrown it out 
time after time. 

The I'RK\IIElt: And they amended it after­
wards. 

J\Ir.MOREHEAD: Yes,'andwhatwasthere­
snlt of amending it afterwards ? Did the House of 
Lt~r<!-s at home, though they had much greater 
pnvrleges thtLn the nominee Upper H.ouse they 
had here-did they dare now to make :;uch 
mnendments on a Bill ? If the Premier was not 
going to maintain the privileges of the House, he 
would nndertake to .do it, and he would probably 
be better able to do It, as he had some experience 
of both. ·with all due deference to that 
august Chamber, the Legislative Assembly 
was much more calculated to pass a measure 
likely to do good to the country than members 
of the Legislative C01mcil were. 'l'he present 
was a f[Uestion which dealt solely with the con­

'stitution of the Legislative Assembly, and it had 
nothing whatever to do with the otl1er Chamber, 
and they wrely had the right to legislate upon 
matters solely concerning themselves ! He could 
quite understand the other Chamber interfering 
in such a matter if they were an elective Cham­
ber, and he might say that he would very 
much prefer to see the Legislative Council made 
an elective Chamber, though, if that were done he 
did not know that any members of that b~dy 
would be left. So long as they represented the 
people in the Assembly, it was their province and 
privilege to legislate as to how they were to be 
returned to that House, and it was not the 
[>rm·ince or privilege of the other branch of the 
Legislature to interfere with them in any way 
wluctever in that matter. Whatever legal ri"hts 
they .might have, they wore dormant, and 'had 
remamed dormant, and if they were revived now 
it :"ould only tend-not to damage the Legis­
latiVe Assembly, but another place which 
should be nameless. 

The PHE:YIIEH said that no one could be 
mere conservative of the privileges of that House 
than he was himself. He always had been so 
and he alway:; would be so ; but in this case h~ 
did not think the privileges of the House had 
been infringed in the. slightest degree. He saw 
that by the very best mstances he could submit­
namely, the passing of the Acts which the 
present Bill was intended to amend. 

Mr. MACROSSAN said he would leave the 
defence of the privileges of the House against 
the encroachment of the other Chamber to his 
hon. friend the leader of the Opposition, as that 
gentleman understood both Houses better than 
he did. \Vhat he wanted to know was 
whether they should allow the other Rous~ 
to curtail by one m~mth th.e peri?d fixed by 
the Assembly as the time durmg whiCh a person 
might be a.bsent from a district before he lost 
his right to vote in it. With all defere.nce to 
the Premier, who was in office when the Acts 
f[Uoted by the hon. gentleman opposite were 
passed, he did not think he should have allowed 
them to be amended as they were, nor did he 
think there was any reason why they should now 
follow that example. The Assembly had defined 
the time during which a man might be absent 
from a district before he was deprived of 
his right to vote in it, and that had been 
fixed, after a good deal of discussion, at nine 
months, and the Council had since undertaken to 
reduce that perioc1 by one month. He did not 
think the clause should be amended in any such 
way. If they had made the jJeriod ten months, 
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it would have included the nine months pro­
posed by the Assembly, and would not have 
made any difference ; but the Legi,;Jati ve Council 
had not done that. They had chosen to curtail 
the period by a month. A.nd he did not think 
that they should be permitted to make such an 
amendment, or tlmt the Assembly should agree 
to such an amendment. 

The PREMIER said he thought the amend­
tnent a good ono. In the 1najority of ease~ 
the difference between eight and nine month;; 
would mw:unt to very little. His own opinion 
was that mght months was a better period than 
nine, and he thou~ht that if a man was away 
from a place for eig-ht months he had certainly 
no right to Yote in it as a resident. Tlmt was 
his opinion, and alway.< had been his opinion. 

1\Ir. MACROSSAK said the hon. gentlemftn 
ha.d missed the object which the Committee had 
in fixing the tillle fit nine months. That object 
was that a man should be allowed a sufficient 
time to be absent from a district in which his 
name was on the roll to :;et his wtme on the roll 
for the other district, in order that he mi;:-ht be 
able to vote when a,n election camB on. The 
Committee of thttt How-;e luv:l come to the conclu­
sion that nine months was the shortest period 
during which tlmt could be done. The other 
Chamber had reduced that period by one 
month, and cmi,,erpwntly there wD.s one month 
dnrin9 which .an elect'or 111ight be deprived 
of his vote If an election took place at 
that time. The hon. gentleman probably 
thought it .,, as no great hardship thflt a man 
R]wuld be depriver! of a vote, bnt he (;\Ir. 
J\Iacrossan) remembered electious whei·e it lmd 
been considered a hardship. He had known men 
depri vcd of their votes, and they looked e>t the 
matter very seriously. He had been deprived 
of a vote before now himself, and he had 
considered it '" serious matter ; and attempts 
had been made since then to deprive him 
of his Yotc, which he certainly objected to. 
He thought the lwn. gentleman had made a 
mist:tke in nwdng that the amendment be 
agreed to. 

The PllEMIER said it would not probaJ,]y 
afiect more than ton people in the whole colony 
-Ju8t the people who happened to have been 
absent between eight nwnthtl and nine nwntlu; 
when an election car~ne on; but how often would 
that lmppen on the doctrine of chances? The 
thing wa8 not worth discut:ising. 1-le thought 
the an1endrnent was a, good one. 

~Ir. MACROSSAN said it affected the 1m­
R~ttled popu_lation, which wa:-J very nun1m·nuK. 
J'\ early one-s1xth of the people of the colony were 
HlLoottled, '"nd it would affect them. Thflt would 
cer·tainly be more than ten people in the whole 
of Queensbnd. 

Mr. NO lCTO-'\ said he thought if it affected 
only ten people, It ;;honlrl not be agreed to. He 
did not see why those ten peoj;lo should be 
deprived of their votes any more than a lmmlrod. 
If a man was out of his district three or four 
days, he cea,;ed to be a resident accordin;: to the 
propusal-althon'!h for all practical purposes he 
was a re~ident~and he would he disqualified; of 
course, It applied only to men of migratory 
lmbits. · 

Mr. ~IOREHEAD said that, to show what 
the leader of the Government in the other 
House thought of the amendment, he would read 
what he said on the 12th February :-

,,The PosT:'II \STER-Gt:x ER.\ L said H they really wanted 
to rejc.·1t the Bill, the way \Yonlcl be to amend it and 
F;Cnd it hacJ..:, for he \va.s {1uitc ~nre the amendments 
would not be aeccpted." 

He thou:;ht that they should not, at any rate, 
accept that amendment. He contender! tlmt 
whate-rer hon. ;;entlemen opposite might think 

of the privileges of .that J:Iouse, they were 
neglecting their duties in not insi,ting that the 
Bill, which was considered in the Assembly, 
should not be tinkered with by the other branch 
of the Legislature. If the Premier and those 
who sat with him thought that that branch of 
the Legislature was justified in interfering with 
the Bill in that way, let the unfortunate prece­
dent be cast upon the hon. gentlem,1.n and those 
who supported him. It hml been pointed out to 
him that the Hon. l\fr. l\1ein, who would be 
admitted by every hon. member to be an 
authority on these matter5, ,.,id in the other 
Chamber, in replying to ::Ylr. W alsh :-

"He had taken a prominent part in the disen~.-:;ion on 
the l<~leetoralltolls Act; lJnt. for all that he could not 
admit, that two wrong~ made a right, and he contended 
that they had no business to alter the measure." 
The Hon. Mr. Mein did not assert that they 
had no right, nor was the right denied by any 
member in the Aseembly, but it was n right 
which had never been used by the other House. 

The PHKMIER: Yes, in two instances, both 
affecting these .. Acts. 

Mr. MORKHJ~Al) said he did not care if 
there were two dozen instances. He thought it 
was a mistake that, in a matter affecting the 
construction of this Clmmber, the lTpper House, 
which w;ts purely a nominee Chamber, should 
have any right wlmtever to interfere with the 
Bill, except to correct tiOine glaring- mi.~take. 
He should therefore move th>tt the mnendments 
be disagreed with. 

The PHEl\IIEll' They can l1e neg-atived. 
Question put, and the Committee ctidded as 

follows:-
AYES, 21. 

:J.Iessrs. Griflith, Rniledge. }Jilc~, Dickson, Dnt.ton 
Sherir1an, Eoote, White, .:\li{lglcy, l~Hiley, Bcattie, Higson, 
l\lacfarlane, .Salkclfl. Ilonvitz, Isambert, .:\IcHor, Jordan, 
Bnckland, Aland, and Kates. 

Xm:s, 16. 
:Ucssrs. Xorton. ::\Iorehcad., Archer, Chnbb, Hamilton, 

Bla('k, raJlllCl', ::\lacros.san, Perkins, JJii:if'Uer, }'crgnsou, 
Jessop, ::\{'1.-,on. l.a.lor, Scott, and )lorcton. 

question resolved in the <1.f!irmati ve. 
The PHE:\llJ<:Jt nwved tktt the Lcg·islatiYe 

Council's ::Lnlendnl8nt in ch1use 3~lutnJcly, after 
the word "resident," inl'3ert the \Vords, " for a 
period of one ntOnth "-be agreed to. 

Mr. l\lOREI-LEAD said he really thought the 
Premier should give the Connnittee HOlne reasons 
why they should accept the mncndment before 
the motion wa,; allowed to pass. \V ere they to 
have measures affecting the constitution of the 
Assembly mnended by the Council, and then to 
have thooe >tmendments forced upon them with­
out any word from the Premier? \Vas the 
J?re1nier goin~ to surrender the rights of the 
Assembly to the other Chamber-to those stern, 
grey-bearded 1nen whorn he saw now sitting jnst 
outside the bar? 'The hon. gentlcm'm would be 
wanting in his duty, not only as Premier, but as 
a member of the Hou,;e, if he failed to defend 
the pri "iilc:;es of the A8'embly againot the en­
croachments of the other Cham)Jor. 

The I'IU~MIJ~It said he did not defend the 
privileges of the A,;sembly, for the simple reason 
thn.t he did not think they had been in vcrded. 

Mr. MOREHEAD' Your colleague in the 
Upper House says so. 

The PJU~::\IH;I-t said he had not had an 
opportunity of consulting his colleague on the 
subject siuce the amendments were made. In 
1874 the J;;]ections Bill was in charge of Mr. 
Mflcalister, one of the most experienced politi­
cians who ever led the House, and who always 
jealously maintained the privileges of the 
Assembly. l\lr. ::\hl.calister allowed that Bill to 
he altered in the Upper House by the insertion 
of quite a new disqualification of membeno of 
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the Lower Home. In 187\J, when Sir Thomas 
::\Icilwmith Wit' Premier, a Bill to mn0nd that 
,\et W,'S intlwluced by Sir Arthur Palmer, one 
of the stoutest defenders of the privileges of the 
Assmnl,ly, nml that Bill >nts ;cllnwcd to be 
amemled by the Upper Honse without a protest. 
Tlmt showecl the~t the Council were "trictly 
within, perhttps not their right, but their pro­
vince, in n1aking amendn1ent.-; in Bills \Vhich 
specially dealt with the constitution of the 
_AsRembly. l)e:sides, it waK the practice in the 
House of Commons to allow amendment" of 
th:tt kind. 

Question put :md p~c>:sed. 
The PRK\HEll moved that the Legislative 

Couneil'o an1endn1ent in clause 6-nmnely, mnit 
the words "Specify the ag-e of the clai.nutnt," 
aml insert the words "State that the claimant 
iK of the n..gc of twenty-one yettr., 1 '~be a.greefl 
to. lie :_1.ppl'ovccl of the amenchneut, becLt.URe, ;-;o 
long as :t man harl attctined hie; majority, it did 
uot nmtter whether he was twenty-one or eighty­
one years of a,ge. 

J\fr. MOEEHEAD s<Lid the hem. gentleman 
seemed prepared to swallow rmything, and wtts 
now submitting to the correcting rod of the 
Upper House, after h>wing been smartly cor­
rected in the Lower. But as the hon. gentleman 
had made his l1ed m he must lie. 

The PREMIER said he was always glad to 
receive arncnchnents frorn any source, and he 
thought the amendments made in the Upper 
Houoe had impl'oved the Bill now before them. 

Question put and passed. 
On the motion of the PRElV111<}R, the CHAIR­

MAN left the chair, and reported to the House 
that the Committee had agreed to the amend­
ments of the Legislative Council. 

'!'he report was adopted, and the Bill ordered 
to be returned to the IJegislative Council, with a 
message intimating that the House had accepted 
its amendments. 

AUDITOlc-GENEilAL (SAI,ARY) BILL­
CO.:Yil\IITTEE. 

On the motion of the COLOXIAL T:REA­
SURER, the House resolved itself into Com­
mittee of the \Vhnle to consider this Bill. 

The COLONIAL THEASUILER se~id that, 
in moving the second reading of the Bill, he had 
expbined the object of it Yery fully, and he did 
not know of any furtlwr information that he 
IH'ed enpply. He then stated, what he might 
repeat in that Committee, that had it been pos­
sible to introduce the proposed increase of 
s:tlary in the ordinary E.';timatcs he would 
have clone so; but hon. members were aware 
that specinl leg·islation was required. 'l'he 
necessities of the case and the merits of the 
officer were, he thought, sufficient to justify 
him at present in merely referring to it. He 
trusted that hon. members would consider the 
onerous duties performed by the gentleman, 
r:tnd the very conscientious way in which those 
dutie:c were <tlways performed; and, seeing the~t 
they \Vere happily in a position to give increased 
s:tbries to other officers whose cases would come 
on in the Estimates-in-Chief, he askecl the per­
llliR~ion of the Cmnn1ittee to increase the sahwy 
of the officer in question. 

1\Ir. MORl~H~~AD said he should certainly 
oppose the passing of the clause, and should do 
so for several reasons. The first was that he 
thought the AU<litor-(}eneral wrcs very well paid 
at present, and that, in spite of the statements 
made that he had been ,;o many years in 
the Govcrnnwnt ~etvice, he h:1d received very 
go,JC] pay all the time he had boon there. He 
went in almm.t ;et the top of the tree. He lmrl 
never had to do an'' wborclin;cte work whc\tB\'er, 
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and up to the vrec<ent he had had a very l:trge 
salary, which perhaps he had earned. He woulcl 
also point ont that llir. J)row had got a very 
happy way of fastening hi.-; rehti ves on to the 
Civil Sel'vico of the colony. He had a memo­
mmlum nmcle up which showed that 1\Ir. Drew 
and his relatives and belongings drew from the 
Trercsury of the colony the sum of £1,585 per 
annum. That was not at all bad for the Auditor­
General and his hcmgers-on to get out of the 
colony. The1·e wrcs not the least doubt a_b?ut 
it that that ccentlenmn had taken the pO':ltwn 
of a prtrti:·an~ He did 1wt think that would be 
denied even by the Colonial 'l'reasurer. At any 
mte, the hcm. gentleman's denial ditl not affect 
the truth of his statement. J\Ir. Drew h:td 
tttken he said without fear of contmdiction, the 
pmiti;m of a ]mrtisan, and his objection to the 
incre:tso of ,;abry was not sn much that the 
Auditor-General should not bo p~tid ,£1,000 a 
yee~1·, but that the £200 extr_a should bc_gi,-cn as 
a reward to 1\Ir. Drew for h1s past scrv1eee, and 
as a premium to induce him to take the part of " 
partisan, :ts being under ~\11 obligation to that 
party which gave him the incree~se of se~lary. 
He 'held that' the position ·taken up by I\Ir. 
Drew had been re highly improper one, having 
regard to the position that he occupied in the 
State. He was r:t servant of the State, and 
was supposed to be perfectly unbiassed, and 
to serve out equal justice to all and every 
one that he ha,d to deal with. As regarded 
the management of his department, he lmd 
a word to say about that. He maintained 
that the depe~rtment was mam>ged in a very ex­
traordinary way, and a way which showed an 
irnrnense amount of favouritism. For instance, 
his head clerk-as he thoughthewascalled-he did 
not know what his title was ;-Mr. Horstmann­
was clown for an increase of salary. He had been 
told, upon what he believed to be undoubted 
authority-if his authoritywas incorrect he should 
submit to c.Jrrection by whoever might be in a 
position to refute what he had to say-but he had 
been told that J\Ir. Horstmann did an immense 
amount of private work, for which he received a 
considerable amount of remuneration. He was 
:::tccountant for a very large nu1nber of estateH, 
and took aclyantage of his 1nonth's leave of 
absence, which he had regularly every yeaT, to 
wind up the accounts of those estates which he 
had been keeping up to that period. He alw,ty,; 
adjusted his lea;e so as to allow it to fit in with 
the yearly balances of those estates. He was also 
informed th<tt Mr. Hor4mann was in the habit 
of very often leaving the office-that he was very 
often absent from his oflice for a day or two 
:1t a thue, v.ttending to priv.Jte business. He 
maintained that lVIr. Drew, knowing that, should 
have put a stop to it. It had been going on for 
years, a,nd it Yras no new 1node of action 
on the part of J\Ir. Horstmann. If J\Ir. Drew 
knew that, he wets acting improperly in his 
position as Auditor-General, and yet he had 
reason to believe that every year he recommended 
tlutt that same 1\Ir. Horstmann should receive an 
increase of salary. He had not heard from the 
Treasnrer any full and sufficient reason why J\1r. 
Dr~w's salary should be increased in the wrcy it 
had been proposed. lVIr. Drew had taken upon 
himself to adopt, amongst other things, a per­
fectly different position as Auditor-Generrcl in 
regard to the Under Secretary of the Treasury, 
than that he took up when he we~s Under Secre­
tary for the Treasmy and Mr. Dar:'a!l was 
Auditor-General. The~t was the opmwn of 
many members of the Committee. lVIr. Drew 
was going· to ride a very high horse. If the 
Government could show them why J\Ir. Drew 
Nhnnlcl he pair! the ;,ccme sa.!ary a,s Cabinet J\Iin­
i"ters, or the Speaker of that Houoe, or the 
President of the Council were prcid-if he 
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conhl :.;how a,ny rnason \rhy he Rhonld receive 
1nore tl1an an:v officia.l occupying hi:-. poo..;ition 
·<h• •nld be paid, he conlrl nnderc<tand the 
(;(t\'ertunent hringing down the Bill. [t had 
h_~en Rta.tod on a preYions occasi,>n that l\lr. 
Tull~- wa., paid, as bnrveyor-l~eneml, £1.000 
a year, the wm proposed to be paict to C\[r. 
Dl'ew; but the positions \Veru very different. 
Tlwre was of parallel betwe•m the two casH. l\lr. 
Tnlly nmst of necesoity, from the uatnrc of the 
position he held, ue a ~·entlenmn of high scientific 
a.ttaintnents, as e\'ery hon. nwndwr knew he \Vas; 
lmt that was not absolutely JJeces~ary in the c:L:-;e 
nf l\lr. Drew, !Jec:m,;e, '" he (.\Ir. l\lmehead) 
::-;aid h::Jnre, hi:-; r:::cientific attainuwnt:-; con~i.'-'tecl 
of one of three or four thing.'. H 3 had been 
pa.Jnna;;.:.ter, or a,s~i:-:tant }'aYHla.~ter, in the na\·~~; 
he lmd been a clerk in a lmnk ; he had been 
Undm· Secl'etary to tlw Trcasmy, and he wn~ 
t1.1e corn~;.;JH,)J,1dent of a. ll~:nr.c..;p;~per, and. "':\ud_itor­
( ,eJH:'ntl. lhm.;e were lns Yarwn:-; qn<-thtientHms. 
lie did not think ;my a.nalogy cnnld be dr;l.\\'11 

l,etween tho t-w~• ]losition:-:. The Sun e\~lll'­
( ;l'lWl'nl lllll.->t, a-; he had_ :-e.aid. }HIS.'-\(--<:-: bigh 
· <:icntific attainments, while the A nditor-Ue11eral 
neetlnot be much better-as he helievPd.Hl'. Drew 
wa.-; not--than a Rkilfnl n1anipnlator of £gnres, 
aml apparently the author of hetters in the 
Co11ricr, ~tnd also of highly colont·etl di:-:ingennon:-; 
re.porb; \Yhich he i~:-:ned from ti1ne to time. 
Those appeared to be the only qwtlificatiom; 
l\lr. Drew JH>Sscs-ecl. And he tht.nght the 
Committee could Ltirly see tlmt the attempt 
to dr::tw n cmnparison betvi.:een the SntTeyor­
( ;eneral and the ~Anditor-Ueneral wa .. ~ not 
tenal•le. It had l1een ~air! that the Auditor­
! :eneral of Xew South \Vales, nntil htuly-he 
ditlnot know \\·hetbcr the office wa·, still nccnpietl 
],y .\fr. Uolle,;ton, a Civil sen•<tnt nf the highest 
chantcter; no gentle1nan thrm1ghont the colonies, 
Pith er a.:-: a pri, :tte individua.l or a:-; n.n officia.l, 
~toncl higher, not only in :IS" ew :-:)onth \V a.le·-; but 
:~1"' in l~ueen,;lancl, th11u Christopher Itolleot.on; 
---it lmcl lmen said that he receiHcl £!100 a vear, 
and that thet·e "''"another £100 a year gr".;Jtc<l, 
which he refn~ed to acce1Jt. But HO eon1pari~on 
r•xiste<l !Jetwcen :\[ r. Holleston and :\ll·. Drew. ;\h. 
ltolle-:-:ton, in l,'i~l or 1NH2, hacl ;-;erYL'<l the colony 
f()J' forty~two or forty-three yeari":l, ha Ying ti-.;cu to 
the top of the tree. :\lr. Urew lmcl set'\'etl cou­
sidembly less than half that time, and com­
lllenced, so to speak, ~tt the top of the tree. 
] le therefore <-t~kml the Cmrnuittee to con~;ider 
whether they were jn~tifietl in giving thi~ yer~r 
hr«c "dary of !::1, 000 a year to an officer >dJo 
ha;[ mdy senecl lmlf the time that a !llan in 
a :-:onle\~'hat l':lilnilar po~:5ition hncl served, :.md 
the dutie:-:; of the office:-:; beiug not cmnpar­
<l,ble, as fat' a:s y;ork or ~Prviee~; were con­
cernet1. Before they a:-;sentod to .such a, large 
increal:-ie they :-;hould have vel') good and ~uffi­
eient t·ca~ou~ gin_'n for it. Tho:-;e rent-;tHH.;, he 
11utintained, had not lJeen given np to the pn -;ent 
tinte; and having regard to the cmnparv ... tively 
,'-\lltall salarie~ paid to gentlt>1nen who occnpied 
]JO::;ition.'-1 of equal itnportanc·.\ the ~nnn .1ske(l for 
waH too nnteh, unle:•h the ( ~ovenmttmt werA pre­
Jia.red to ctd vance other ~a..larieH in proportion. 
He nmiataine<l that the oft'ce lately helt! !Jy the 
hnn. tnetuber for Sonth 1h·is1J<:MlE", that of Eegis­
trar-(i-t neral, 1\rH.S({Uitect:-; jllllHH't<tJlt, if 11ot Ult)re-­

in het, he heltl it to he more important tlHm 
that of Anditor-(~eneml. The tmbry for that 
w . .tN £/00, m1d aH far ::ts they conl(l judge frmu 
the J·:~timates there was no inttmtion to in­
Cl'ea~e it. Then :tnother office-which the lwu. 
1nemher fot· }IarylJornugh knew the responr:ihili­
tie,; of awl tile a!Jility nec£usary to till it pm]wrl~­
~that of the Collectol' of Cn:-:tmlt.", got onl:v 
J.:/00 ;cyc;u·. l'uder all the eircumstaner'c< he dit! 
nut see "-hy they :-lwu]([ be >coked to ~i , . ., .\lr. 
Drew £1,000. He had mentioned only two ca,e.-, 

bnt J1c conl(l ntentjon lll:tny Jnorn who were in 
reeei]Jt of JeN.->t!r 81twluweuL-;. He C(lnld only 
inwgine that this inLTva;.;e wa-.; lH.:ing •_j \"t'll ;1s a 
reward for 1:-iP-rvicf::-: 1 Jerforlllecl h.) the .:\ uditor­
( :eneml; aJHl he W>LN perfectly certain th>tt 
not in nil the records of l_larliaulf'llts in A 110-

trali>e c•mld such " charge be levdled a;.:·ainst 
anY ..--\nditor-Uenera.l in any of the colonic-; as 
cott!cl lle fairly mHI jw,tly levelled a;.:·ainst 
the head of the "\nditor-Uener,l] of this colnny. 
He said the very fact of such a charge --which, lJC 
belie•·ed, could be in< onte,;ta!Jly pmved-that he 
v.a~ in the lwJ)it of corn:.·qlonding \Yith news­
papt:r~, and almsing the (.;.nyenllltent nf the day or 
any l\lini.,try, no tnattendwt---the very fact of his 
doing· so was unprecedented in the action of any 
_.:\uditor-GenernJ tl1rough~mt the colonie::-;, m1d it 
h·d one to Ldieve that this increase of ;.;a.lar:r \\'as 
intended a.':l .:_t 1'8\\ard fm· political :-;crYiceN 1 ~tnd a, 
hribe for future a~:-:i:.;tauee to the ( iovcrnllH'llL 
'fhat wa:.; t1w eoJistrnetion put HlHJll it by tlUill)', 
not only iw.;ide lntt out,·;idc the ]Jon:-;e; <t.ud in 
view or' tlw:-:e thing:.; ht~ :-:bnnld he faili11~· in lli~ 
duty if he di( lnot t'11te1 hi:-: prott~:-:t :1nd do all he 
Cllnid to prevent thi~ inere<tse of ~:thu·~~·. J i u 
protested a.gain:-;t it at-i an i11j u:-::tice to tu any ntht·J' 
Civil H81'\'ant:-; as not havln,~· been earned, a-.; mw 
for which no j n,tifi>tl •le cbim had 1Je8ll ]Jl'"ved hy 
those who had introduced tbe }_jil1, mtd he pro­
te.-.;ted ~tgainst it as heing giYeu in thn wa;,' o~ a, 
hrilJc to an officia.l ·who hcvl de~rnde(t tbe h1gh 
office which he now held. 

The COLO:'\IAL TRK\S'CllEH s>eid, iu 
dealing· with tlw hon. gentle1nau':-; 1'(--mJa.rk.-.;, lw 
shonld mfcr tirst to tlmt part of them in which 
he s~tid that thi:-; incl'f\t:-:iC w:LS t-d', en as :t l'l~\\"<1.1'(1 
for political f-)erviee.-; or parti:-<an:-:hip. Tf h(~ 
thought it wa:-; looked upon for one lllOJllt>llt in 

that lio·ht he ,bou!tll1E the la.,t man iu the Cmn­
mitteen to reconnueutl it. He trusted tlmt the 
_\.tH.litor-( ;eneral of thi:-; colony wm1f(l uen~r lw­
cmno a political 11artisan ~ but he ditlnot thillk 
that beca,nse an \uditor-CelJCral. in fnu11ing hi.--.; 
report:-; for P~trliarueut, ex pre.,:-:ed 111:-: nwn \ iews 
boldly mu_! fenrlec~lv '" to the custodian,;hip of 
publi(~ lllOIH"_Y:-<, it ·~onld bn. cnnstnH~d into <L 
elmrge of partism1Nhip. \\ ith neg;m] to the 
charg·e of lJei11g· a ne\\·~pttpt:r con·e::-.pondent---he 
knew nothing ttbont it. 

An HoxocK\BLE .\Inrmm: Yo<1 clrm't w'mt 
to know. 

The CULO:'\L\L THEASl~HEH: He hardly 
thought the Auditor-U(~IH~ral \Vonlll be :-;n iHI­

prudent us to 1\Tite in tertn:-: of abn:-;e of tl1e 
( ;oYennuent, and if he did ;;o, it wa::; Yery in­
{li:-:cre(~t. 

An HoxonL\HT.E ::\lDJBEI<: He has done so. 
The COLO.:\L\L THK-\SCREH said lw hatl 

beard 1wthi11g to warrant the a:-:;::;ertinn l1eyond 
the hon. rnetllllet··.'::i IYord~ and he eonld unt he­
lie\·e th<et :\lr. llrew would be g·nilt~- nf such >~ 
gn.tvc illdiKcretion. That IYa~ not befon:: thent 
no\,-, lie u1aint:Jinccl that t:o far frotu the 
rcporte furnish et\ !Jy the "\ uditor-C:eneral 
froru time to tjrne being hiYolom; ot· un­
worthy of being· fnuuctl by that officer, they 
were very· carefnll:,· prepared sta.tmuentP, e:\­
}n·o::-;::;ing the opi11inn of tbe .c4..nditor-Gcncral 
upon the nuu1ner in 1\rhich the pnhlie 1nonuyH 
of the colonv were dealt with. ] f that "as 
:1 crirne, he ·hoped it i.va,:-; ::t m·in1o that 1\·onld 
attach to n1l sncees:-:i\'e .:\ n<litorN-Uener:-ll. ..--\. 
rnan 1wlcliug that high po~iton, repre:-;enting not 
a depn-tment, but the ParliG.ment-m'cd not 
11ecessarily he loyal tn Jl.liniotert'. He had a 
far gTa\'er and re::-;pntJ:-<illlf' dnty-to be loyal to 
Pal'limne11t, and tn tl1e C(Juntry ; and he tt·n~te<l 
that :-,ncce~:-:i\·e ~\wlitor~-Uertcral \\'ould 1H:: 
found ft·tl·1~-·~:-..:ly ]H'l"fonui11,~· tlH·jr dHtic:-: in tlHtt 
lt- peo:.:t, ~qnl 1111intin" oui \\h:tL tlJe~- tho1.1:-::lti., 
~hou1c1 Le 1Juinted uut concelHin,; the llWllllel' 
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in which the pulJlic funds of the colony we.t·e 
front time to ti111e l(){lged_ on depo~it. ] [on. 
~~t'ntlcntcn conl(l not :-;ay that anything in 
that geutlmlla.Jl '~ o1ti<:i;tl reports of Parlimnent 
slwnld call down upon bin1 th!3 indigw_Ltion 
,,[ the ut her oide of the Committee. or uot<lin the 
a.ccu:-::ntioa rnade aga,inHt hirn of being a political 
J<mti.·an. He (1\lr. llicbon) tliotinctly clio· 
elainl8d brin.~iiJg in the Bill a.s a r~wanl for 
political ;:;erviee;;. If the cireulnNtance::~ of the 
colnuy (lid not ju.-.;tif:· i11creaKe~, :-;_neh :1H 
had been l'Cccntly 1nade in the Ci dl Service, 
:t11d Huch a:-; the CmnlHittee would ~hrn·tly 
he a::;kecl to ::tlJPl'ove of, ht' would not at 
the pre::;eut tilne han~ introJueerl tl1e Bill to 
inereaoe the 8abry of the Auditor-Uener:~l. "\t 
tlw H~llle tiute, he would ~a,y that an incl'L .,se~ to 
that gentleman\.; s;tlal'Y was :Lmong·.-.;t tlw yery ti1·:-;t 
whic;h tl)() CmtllJlittGt~ :-.l1o1Ibl r:ttify and .-:uwti()n, 

in hi:-,()pini<~H, the ofiict! of the~\nditor­
was LltP llw:-.;t n•sponsil,]n and iutportant 

lH'. iti1m in thn CiYil Set·\·icc~ and the oecttpant nf 
it :-;hould he pl<lced hcy11Hd ;up peculli:ny Yler;es­
·'-'itl<>. He w;.t:-; clch:l.rre<l fr01n rccei\ iu.~.:; e:\tl'a­
lll'Oll'"' Cll\1 dnunmt,.._ eo1ning to t;eutlmu(•n lwJdiu;..;-
r ( i !'eGtr u·shi1 >M and I 1thnr si l ui lar omce;-; of l'C~J tt 1llSi­
hj \ity ; :Lntl WhC ll he h;vl ~~~0\Vll the C1 IU!lllittt'' · 
fnrther th;t,t \lr. I h-ew was <Lctua.lly rccni\·in;:~ le.-.-:-; 
;lt. the pre:-;ent tituc tll<Lll hP- h:vl \\-lt( ~I he l'lltcnxl 
the tntice of the Aurlitol-(~eneral, he thon!-!,·ht he 
ha~l fa.irly ur;.;etl that gentlerwtn's elni1n to 
cun.-;ideration. The lwn. 11Jen1ber for })alonne 
had otated tlmt J\fr. nrew was eontimiou-ly 
recciYiug that t:alrt1)'--.tHOO --·frolll the Tre:Lsnry. 
Th,Lt \\as not 'L fact. ..:,lr. ])rew entereLl the 
;..)en·ice in lSG~, anJ h:· d const"qUelJtly been 
t\Ye11ty-two :year;:; in the SeJ'dc8. 1n 1070, 
he thought- -at any l'<tte, for three ye-1r.s 
lwfore lea.Ying the Tren:-;nr_v---J\lr. Drew's ~alary 
waK ;t;R.JO per ttnrnnu···- £700 frmll the Trea~urr, 
1::100 a~ Connnio·k;ioner for the s~L\'illgd Bank, 
and £00 fmm another >,ppointmcnt. \\'hen 
he entm·ed the .-\nditor-Ct.:nerar~ Office he'~ as 
receiving £.:-:.10 1 Jer mnnnn, nud he ha,d ::;i11ce l 1een 
J ecei vin~· only J:NOO. So that, althongh he had 
been lH'ouwt('cl to a 1 Hl~ition of increa-.:ed rc:-::pon­
NilJility, the ~:Llary aJlowed hin1 W:L~ (liluiuishe~l. 
Jt \\a,; cmtaiHly nenn· iHtcndec! th:ct by his 
ad\'ttHCl'lllent to the office of . .:\nditor-(;enera] he 
:-;honld be a pectnlinry 1<'')81', aud he did not 
think that boiL lllend•e~·:-:; oppo:·dte \\"ould affinn 
that hy 1n·mnotion an officer of tbe Pnhlic 8erYice 
slwnld Nw.;taiu a, lo,., ~ of incmHe with increa.Rec.l rt,"i­

]Hlllsibility. It had been always nlHlerotood that, 
when the circnn1~t::nwe:-; of the (~ulouy jnNtified. it, 
:Ln increase of ;-;aJ.:try would be a wanle(l the ... A..udi­
tor-<+eneral. The consideration of the ruatter had 
been dehtyecl in 1K7cl t11ul lB/~J, when, jn con~e­
crueuce of batl tirue~, no ;..;alariP;-; \Yere increa~ed. 
\Vhen the ~ crtson of depression V\':"ts over, the 
111atter of an incrca.<e t(, the ..:\._nditor-General':-; 
·"llary waR still delayed, mul his claim appa­
rently had been si m ply held oYer, though he 
could not ;;ee why the late Uovennucnt Bhould 
lmYe thought it wbc to hold it oYer when they 
had not only given increa.ses to other oifieer"', bnt 
l1ctd lll(Lc1e osou1e of those increa:o:;e8 retrospective 
fnr a.'-' nnlCh as twelve or eighteen nwnth:-;. The 
~-\.nditor-Ueneral, a:-; he bad a.lready explained, 
w.Ls in ~:mch <1. po~itiu11 that he lllnNt apply to 
Varlicunent for the con.,idemtion of his claim. 

:\fr. AllC}U;R: \Vhat increases were retm. 
;.;pectiYo? 

The COLOXL\,L TllK\SFREll saitl that 
the increa...:e to the Conuni:-;:-:imll"l' for I-(aihray~ 
wm, one. That dated lmck to June, 1~82, tlwng'h 
it had ne\-Pl' "·et been D<tnctione<l ln· the 
Honse. .\lthm1glt the salary ''Jli'C trcd ;m the 
F:.;timateo.; aL !~:')00 JlP1" <U!JlUill, hi;-; :->aLtry l1~ul 
l,ceu incn--u:oerl L!• \.'1.000 ;Lllnlll\1 ;.-~nd bad 
1Jt,8!.1 ell :1 wn ,Jt, th.1J J',JJ!-' T uuc, l,S:)_!. ThE 
pre&ent (~-u. t-rnu1e11t did Hut 1nLend t, > de<d y,-ith 

the ..:\ nditnr-GonernP~ salary in that lnannC'r; 
they cnn:-;idcred it a fllle~tion fnr ra.rlianJelJt t() 
decide, mHl mile,,, Pm·Jimnent tlc:ided in the 
atlinu:ctivtl thv.v tli<l not intend to gmnt the 
incn_a.-.:e lJy _Executi ·, e authority, t.hongh he con­
oidered that gentleman \\"clB justly entitlecl to 
it. The revenue and expenditme of the 
colony lw,d large!:· increa.t~ed, antl t.he dutie~ 
of the Auditor-(icneml lmd also mcre,toed, 
a11d Kiuce the introduction nnd pt_tf--.;:;in~ of 
the Di<·i,-inwtl Bo,wdo Act the work of the 
"\mlitor-Ueneml had been added to very largely. 
.An lwn. rnen1 ber, on the l:lecond reading of 
the loill, oc1id the duties nf the _\ntlitor· 
G-eneral in X ew South \V~tles were far greatel' 
tll~ull in Quemldland~ but he thought that hon. 
rneJnl1er 111n~t 1Je lalHrnrillg' under fL rnisc_;on~ 
ceptinn. They had a gn:at rna.ny uwre deJ nut­
uwut::; mul a ~Tu<.d, dP:Ll 1u~n·c ofiicia.l work to 
acl'uluplLdt in t!Jii'":i colony than in ::\ew ~(Jdth 
\\r·Llc~. l fr; klll'W 'Lh, t tlw tntn~actio11.. of ;;(lllle 

of Ow otht,t' colnnie:-: \\·ere: a ~~Tca.t dealLLl',:.!,'CI' tlt:1.11 
th(li")t' (tf (~lHWll:·.d<trH\, l11tt hon. lllClltllCl, \\'Cl'C 

tlwt tbe v,:ork v:a~ 1111t lWc'-'~~n.riJy hea\'ier 
tllt~ alllonnL.; \\"(;re g-ren.t(~l'. The . \ wlitrn·-

( of ~\cw ~~outh \Vnlc.; wa,::-: rew,trdt>d fu1· 
hi:-; ,o.,;en·i,'-·es at tlw l'<-ltc of ±.:~100 <L yc.tr ; but the 
circaHJ;-;blllCL':-i und~·r \Yhich he wa:-; paid ,,-E'l'f 
diHereut frolll iJw~~e c:d;:-;tin~· here . .lii~ t.hry 
\\a;-; ti\ed h\· .-..;tatHtc nt J.:HOO, ~tnd it was ctt.-;toul;-u·v 
to Yotc on" the :Llllltl<.ll E:·-:tilll<.Ltt:.; an <tllditio1u;J 
£100. Tlw preoent Auditm·.(3eneral there 
drew the ~~lOO only becctn:-;e hi~ per.-;ouaJ need 
<mable1! him to dispense with the additioual £100. 
He(:\lr. jJicksmi)Jm,),,oen i1 letter in that gentle, 
HU~n's own handwriting to the effect that hir; 
penm11alnceds did uot W<-trrauthilll indl'a.wing the 
additional :.tnwnut fnnu the T1·easury. But what 
di<l they find in the other colonies? In Sont.h 
An:-;tralia thet-: wm·c two .Audit Couuui.-;Kimler.-; 
w ho did the work of the Auditor-C eneral here, 
aml they each receiYed £1,000 per annum. In 
Yictoria there were three, each dmwing £1,000 
a year. ln )[ ew Ze:J.lawl the "\uditm·-( ~on_eml 
got tl ,000 <'Lyear, mui therewaM ;t .Oel'uty "\..ndrtm·­
(;eneral dmwing £~00 annually. J le might 
,;av tlmt he \LI.s eon ,·inced tlmt the d.ntieo t<f the 
t;C~·\·icn iu (Jneen:-;Lmd were far nwre exten~.;iyc 
and ehtlJOrate tl~<tll in South ... \n:-;tr~dia, and 1H~ 
believed tha.t they involved oTeater ca.re and a 
larger re:.-pon:-;ibiiity than thensmne cluties in 1\ cw 
Routh \VnleH. He \Yas cont~trnined abo to ~<ty 
thi,; : thcct he depremted anything like a e<Jm­
pari:-;mJ bei11~· rnn,de het\Yeen individual officerc; 
in the Ci,-il Sen·ice, bnt aftet· what had been o<tid 
on the other side he felt C(<tite ju,tified in ex]n·ec·o­
iug hjs belief tlu1t in eve1·y I'e:-;pect l\lr. l)re\\? was 
ctnite a,o:; able ttncl cmnpetent a 111:111 a.N a.ny other geu­
tlellUtll iu theSetvice, nornatter\vhetherit \VaH l\lr. 
Tnlly or anyone elc<e. He believed that hail :\1r. 
])rew never entered tbc Civil Ser~-·iee, but re­
n1a.ined connected with bnnking institutions, a:-; 
the nutna.g-er of a lmnk, he would be receiving a 
far htrger muonnt of sal:Jxy in :-mch a position 
than he \\"a:::; I'eeeiYing :-~t the pre;:;e11t tirue .. He 
eonld say, abo, that Mr. Drew lmd recl'tve'l 
rnmrv pt.•r:-:onal <.t})plic.tion:-5 rPqueHting hhll to 
Je n·8 the ~ervico anU enter b~tuking in:::;titution::. 
\Vonld any hon. gentleman tell him tlmt a bank 
111anag-er, even in Brisbane, where there vn;re not 
many hectd officeR, would consider £1,000 per· 
mmnm a liJ,eml allo\mnce' He did not thiuk 
t:.o ; therefore he eontenderl that an able officer 
like i\lr. Drew, who hnd devoted hio life to the 
pn1Jlic, \\ ns entit]ecl to receive reasonable re­
mmlentti<m. He (:\Ir. Dickson) die! not ure to 
e•nter into the <]lll"ltion of the relatives that 
:\1 r. lln:w had in the l'uhlic i'lerviee. He 
111i::~llt ll:t\ c (Jl\H~ l'l'lati,·!::\" thnl·e; h11t, he 
had ne\ t'l' I l'lt·d to intr!ldnee <HlV int~~ the 
Tre;.: 111 ! 1~ Lhc Ldll~ G.~1 nl: the~ c ~·,-as .1 
Jllllidr Yd1d wa.J et reLtti :e qf ~Ir. Drev.~ ~, 
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but he was there simply on his own merits. 
He (1\Ir. Dickson) did not think the insinmLtions 
Jun,tle by the hnn. member for Ilalnmw were at 
:tll ju.stified. If Mr. Drew had relatives in the 
Pnblic Service, they were there entirelv on their 
own 1nerit~. _A CJnestion arm..;e on the se<~ond n::,l.(1~ 
ing of the Bill concerning muployt!~ jn thE. ._\1Hlit 
Office, :tnrl it was cnmpl:cinerl hy hon. gentle­
:ncn opposite tlmt J\fr. llrew ];ad shown neglect 
m ccl!nwlllg them tn perform duties outside 
orllce hnnrs. He lmd thought it his duty to 
cnnnnnnicate '\vith l\fr. I)rew a.11d l(<trn front 
him why he h:td not ;;i ven effc.ct to the 
instmctinns macle l1y his on that 
•:nbjcct. l\cfnre he read llrew's reply he 
1night sa;'\T thnt he '\Yas a;warre Nonw ye,n·s 
ago that J\Ir. Horstmann was frequently applied 
to to prepare smne intricate fonus--nmnely, 
:tverage ~taternents in connection 1.vith 1uarine 
in:::urm1ce. It required the services of a pro~ 
fessinnally trained accountant to draw up a 
statement of the proportion of lues to be borne 
1Jy owners and con~ignees 1.\-hen n. ship's cm-go 
was damaged. At th:ct time there were 
very few skilled accountants in Brisbane who 
wer0 acquainted with that particular work, 
n,nd in fact there were Yerv few at the present 
time ; anr! consequently ~\lr. Horstmann, who 
had had a professional training, wn,s '' pplied 
to hy rnerclHtnts and others to prepare thm:;e 
statements, and he had been of great benefit to 
th!~ cmurnnnity. The 1.vork was perfornwd ont­
:-;ide office hnnrt:, a.nd no los,;;,; wn::; .su:-:tainod by 
the Rtate. He understood also that some yews 
ago ::\[r. Hor,')tmann adrnini _,tPn::d the ]lropcrty 
of a gentleman of high position here, but tlmt 
the arlrninistration had recently ceased on ac­
count of the <leath of the proprietor. That, 
t Ilerrforc, was lutrdl,...-,7 suffici,ont ground for 
chal'giug the _.:\nditor-Genera.l with neglecting 
hi' duty. He wnnld now rend the reply that 
the Auditor-General sent to him :-

,,Audit Department. Qncrn'-'laJHl, 
"Brisbane, 11th February, 188..1:. 

" :'int.--Tn rrpl_-· to your inqnirir:-~--
,, l. -with rdercnce to certain :-tatement:-; m:ul0 h,. the 

lnte Colonial Trc tRnrer, )fr. Arehl'l'~-wil<'H the Awlttor­
(;eueral t:ialan 1 Rill was nnth'r eOH:-'ifleratiou--to the 

tl!at eou.tplaints had been m:\tlt• to him ag;dn aJul 
in OtliCO, tltat otllc,·r~ in tlli.-; llepa1'lll1Cllt 

la ··ge :--mn~ of mOll('\" for \York (\(Jltt' ln· 
1 hem :tftu· hom·s. ill the f;u·c {Jf :m · 
t iYC lllillHtC to the ('OlltnnT. f tJ l11k it 
:--mll.C qnc...,tion i~ Hot nnlikcl)· to w.·aiu ari,:;e. 
address you ou the :mbjcct. 

"J. Ju tile iir~t [ \va,snu;ny;u·n. nntil t1If' pn out 
1 iwe, t !tat an~· of 1 he reit·rr ·tlto, 
v .. -ith reg-ar<l to.:\ udit ll;ul un•r lll<t(lr to 
jfl'. ,-\rehcr; he cert:tinlY llCYO' allYi~c1\ 1118 t lwt ,,tH'lt 
Wi!~ tl1e ('a:..;e. no1· (1i!l V he ever <'Olnmnnieatc with me 
Hpon 11tP :-:;uhjc et, direetly or indirectly. 

"':1. lrilh r•.t'lH-)et to tlw ExecntiYe iustrnetion.-~ rderrctl 
tn. \Vltir~h arc a::-.~nuwa to pruelnde omc- .T~ from em­
plo.''in~ tllCir time, aft.rr oflke ltottr:'i. in private work, 
f think -:\Jr. Arclt~:r has lx~en mi:..;informcd. The ouly 
n"~nlation . ..., or i.n~trnet ion~ whiell I am··( qn:t intr(1 \vith 
an~ tllo~t'' f"Ont~liu.-ft in f/r Yl ' ::\otiee ctatf•ll the l:!.th 
,Jnly, l"'-7:Z.JH'Ollibiting oJlic(jn.; from 1Jr-,·oming dircdnr,:;, 
('1<'., in puhlie f'Olll}Janirf'. EYcn tbi~ r\;nlation ha~ 
lJCUl allOWf'fl to hoeomc almost if uot altogdlJce in­
npC"ratiYc. 'l'IH' late ~t1Hli1or-Ccnt•ral 1.vas a (lirct•tor of 
mo1'r: than one eompany, nniil the pa~..;ingof tlte 
~-nt .\wlit '\_,-·t in 187-±. 'l'ltc latC' Collector of 
alway:-l retailw<ll1i~ direetor-~hip~. 

""t•. :Jir. l[crlJerL \YllCll Colonial ~ecr.·t :try, r1uh Yonrrd 
to (lt•al witli tlw snl)jc('1, l:.mt after due' coit.-;i(lcrH1 ion 
reth1incd from anv adion, on the !.!;l'O\t111l t11at 
the propo~.·cl 'vonlll prc-,-.; mJeq~wlly on the 
otlktm:;, ot' tlw rvicc. the intln~triou~ and illtclli~c,nt. 
lninority lwin;.r alone atfedetL tllld that it \Yonlll lJc 
1wrd to- (Whar them from protitalJlc (~lnploymcnt \Yithiu 
l'C{l,5;01J'\ hit• lHllllHl:-l ill ttlCil' kh;nrc• llOlll'~ . 

.. fJ. Tlte qnc:-;tion \\-a~ snlJ~-.·,Jnf'ntly taken nplJ,\' '}fr. 
HC'illll1~ll11 wlten at the '1'\'('il."Ur~-. towarlh; the lJ(1 nr 
1R74. 1 lYas F!Hkr Srcrf•tary al t 'tte t inw. aml I~ now 
t1t:tt llr was lJt0:-.1 allxion::-; io 
nwm I he ~mhi•·ct. IJqt fnnnd 
ty U.uu~clf; tu liiJ' LlO\Yll an:: 

manner in whi.ch CiYii shall r.mploy tltdr own 
1imp I have been rel'Plltl.r informe1l. ami. )!r. 
Archer llimRrlf has in ilw Hon.:-:(•. tluLt hu also 
1mfl 11\C matter nnrlt·r eon::,itleratiml, ·with, as I a;n 
adyi~(·d. a re ·iscly similar re-ult. 

''G. In faec of 1110 foregoing-, rmrl 
:1linL:1rY aft('l' ;,Iinistn·llaYt' l1atl the matter 
si<1erati.on, hut. l1ave r"efraiucrl fromv·····ing any 
lion for tlw gnidan· e o~ ~m·vant~ 
n ·;IC't'1fnlly ~uhnlit. that. e·;en if i:..; Hot.. <L"' lJr·lir H' it. 
!ob(', alJ o\ntoh· hcYOl1'.ll!IY lt ·~·itillmte po\\ .:r to 
fere with anY ~omcCr nntlCr JllC aH to tile Jn:--tn1wr 
\Yhil'h l1c ~~~·lqlloy~ lll~ own t iliH' !"o long as lw 1l(1(·s 
nothing to briu1.:: di--·cn'rlit npon tllr oflir·e or the Pnhl 1e 
~crYicel. it wonl1llJe manift!:-lt.ly w:jn:-;t to P1HlcnYonr to 

:tn irk....,omc l't•:·drid.ion upou Anfli.L official:'; which 
not Hppl..)' to tltc l'uiJlie :-;en ice '..!.'t•w•ntlJ~-. 

"' 7. Pn~onnllv, ;c·_s are n-,vilYC. T am atlYrr . ..,c· to 
ofllccrs in the Pl1hlic in any \YaY \Yltlt 
t llo:::c who are to ctrn a Ont:::i(te t hn 
:Service. I ob.)c:('t, ou 10 the p<t~, mcnt cvpn or 
overtime for eh'riral work tlw (loY<'l'l1lllt'llt 

ment.;;, excctJt iu Yery~J_, ·tteh a;.; 
Bank omr,;,tl;--:: at balalwing de. I lwYe llCYPl' 
ovcrt1me to any oOlet·l'. either at the 
d:•partnwnt. :\rw·h. as T shonlcl to 
thc~n Illatter~ (1(-finit, Jy I b lie\'~ it to be impos-
sible to frame an~· ".ltiSfat'tory l't'ALllntions. for dellnttely 
dec:cling wbat, public officiab may or may not do after 
busines:5 honr:3. 

''I ha Ye, etc., 
•· IY. !J. C. DRlnl-·, 

·' AnQ'ttor-Gcncral. 
"'l'llC Hononrable the Co1ouiaJ '~'Tt·a~mTr." 

He h;cd rea<l that to shrwtlmt no instrnctinns \\'ere 
issued by his predecessor ,-a.s 1.\~(mld be inferrv\l 
from the spcechr" m:tde by the hon. member 
for Jhlonne aml the hon. member for Bbck,Jl. 
He trm;tod that in time the present c;ov­
ermnent would l1o a.ble to frmuo '" new Civil 
Service .Act, and in dealing with that he took it 
that the dntiBs anrlprivih·r~eN of n1l officnrs in tlw 
CiYii Service cnnld lJe ~trictly tltYfined ~tnd n·guH 
la-tecl. } le thought he haLl slunvn sufficient rHu:;on 
to justify hin1 in a' kin~, on behalf nf J?a.rlimneut­
not on behalf of any depa.rtntent-for a.u incren B 
of s~tlary to one of the Lest otficer;-; of J?ar1icL­
ment. He bad vointed out, without ''"i' bin!-' to 
enter into ~t emnpari:-;on of tbe taieut~ of t}w 
. ..:\nditor-General, the Snn,e:, or-Genera.], :nul 
other oftlcers in the (-}on~nnuent SerdcP, that 
the ability oh own l1y the Anclitnr-General in the 
di,-;charge of hi:-J dnties was ,.,nch a::; 1.Yon1(1 have 
Recurod to hin1. had he cho:;en to reuw..in con­
nectetl with lw:nking, a ntnch better position 
th:cn he had attained to in the U overnment 
SerYice. 

~\fr. 1\IOllEHJ~- \ }) : I ::un snre it wonld not. 

The COLO::\'I \L THEASU1U<:H mid he was 
convinced, with ali re.spect to the opinion belLI 
by the hon. member for Balorme, that if J\[r. 
l)re1.v h~_Jl cho1:;en to renw.in co:nllectecl with lmuk~ 
jug institutionti, he \Ytmlc1 have F""vured a. llli!Lh 
better positicm than he now occupied. He n"tin­
bincd that the Auditor-lieneral of Queensland 
ought to occnpy a po:-;ition eqna1, if not supe1·iur, 
tu that of nwnager of a11y of the L::tllk:-; Jqi11g 
business in the colony. }le hml abo :oil)(nvn tbat 
the :::;tateuwnt 1nade lJy the hem. nltnnllel' for 
Balonne, that ~Ir. Drew had receiver! hi8 Jll'e"'nt 
nl:try 'ince he entered the Public Service inlb(i2, 
W3.8 not correct. 

l\Ir. ~1HJRKHEAD : I never made any •mch 
~trctement. \Vhat I ~;ai<l wa~; that :'\lr. Dn·w 
entere<l the Service at the top of the tree-not 
that he \>it.-; recei\'ing the same :-;alnry <-tS he i:-; 
getting now, for 1 knew he \VD.S not. 

The COLOXIAL TEK'>cS"GJiEE 'aid he 
un(ler,'"Jtoorl the hon. !-;·entlenwu to ::;ay t;o, ln1t he 
of ~ou1 2 accepted the dibclain1er. In lt:JG:!, }1r. 
] )rew cntl'red the ;:.;m"Yice ;_~.' he<tll (lf his dC'part~ 

hi~ ;tl)ilitic~ uu tit1ef l I titll to tl1 at J HI:., i­
t<> 107-i :'\h. I lre\1' recciH,J.!oliOO a yeHr, 

he \\'a:, lMid J270C d..J lT nLler ~)ecr~tary 
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to the Treasury. Bnt it could not be contr:vlicted 
tha,t in lt-:T) ).rr. 1)J·ew '~'et:.:; rect::iving a larger 
incmne, n.s l ~ nder Secretary to the Treasury, by 
£:)0, tlmn he v, ~'ki receiYing- in lCS-1 a~ Auditor~ 
(-ienernl; and that larger rt1nonnt v; a:s now being 
dnnvu by hi::; succB··)'iOl" in office ~tt the Trm\Jsury. 
The leader of the Oppo"ition had stated his case 
temperately and fairly, and he ventured to cx-
1 Jn~sH a hope that hon. gentle1ncn on the 
other siUe would not ~nnsidor tho <rnestion as a 
political question. If the Bill passed through 
committee the Auditor-General wonld have to 
tha11k Parlia111ent fnr the inc1·ea~c. It 'vas not a 
reward giYen by the U-ovennHent, for the Gov­
ennnent did not recognise an~v political .services 
rendere;J. He disch"imed "treuuonoly the accusa­
tion that ~Jr. Drew was a, Governn1eut parti:·mn. 
l\Ir. lJrew had spoken out boldly and manfully 
upon what he conceived to he lLll undesirable 
inve:-;tment or dispo~al of Ciovernn1ent 111oney, as 
he h:cd a pm·fect right to do. It wonld he a 
gntceful act on the part of the OppoHition to 
let the Bill pa'" :1lmm;t withont dio,ent, and it 
woulrl be looked upon by l\Ir. Drew as a recog­
nition by Pcwliament of long and faithful 
services. That wouhl be a suit:thle way of 
rew>crding the services of :tn officer of Par!i:t­
rnent who had received less encourageruent, less 
subotm>tictl reward, than any other Civil cen-ant 
duriltg the last ten years. 

::\Ir. ARCI-LEH said that before entering into 
the merits of the que<.tion he wished to correct 
::t rnl~~tatenwnt he had rnade on the t;econd 
retKling of the Bill. On that occasion he .;t:ttE"d 
that there w~tK an Executive 1ninute ordeting 
that Ci dl servants should not he employed 
ontside the depnrtment.s. Since then !HJ lmrl 
n,scertained that that statement was not exactly 
correct. \Vhat the minnte really 'tatecl was that 
uo Ci,-il ,e> ,-ants shoulcl be directors of com­
panies. Ho had said on the second rc"ding that 
he Sf1\V no reason ·why the .. Anditor-Geueral's 
sahry should he incrmesecL He looked 11JHlrt it 
that the remnueration of a Civil servttnt depenclecl 
np•m the responsibility which the ctLlministration 
of hit-3 office entailed ; rtnd several of the und_er 
f.:ecretarieN hn.cl far Inoro ref-;p011Hible duties to 
pel'furm, a far b,rger office to conduct, nnd infi­
Hit.elv more work to do than the Auditor-General. 
l t had been staif'd by the Colonittl Tre:csnrcr 
tlmt the work of the department had greatly 
incrcaoec! of late yem·s ; but it did not 
follow that auy addition:;.] work hat! hllen 
to the Audit•Jt·-Ueneral. Tt wuu[,j fall U]JOn 
the okrks in the oliice. X eitlwr clid he think 
th:ct either the re ;ponsil>ility or the amonnt of 
work in the "·\.uditor-Genem]\, dcj>ttrtment wa.s 
so great as that which fell to the lot of the 
Under Secretrlry to the Trea•,ury especially­
who detclt with all the finances of the country­
or the U ndc r Secretary for Lands, ot· HOnle 

other he:tds of dep:u'tments \dwm he could 
name. He did not therefore see that, a,; far as 
work and res} lOll1-1ibility were concern. ,d, the 
J\nditnr-(~enen:t1 h~Ld any claint to higher renur­
nemtion tlmn the under secretaries htt(l. The 
llto~t extraordinary ar~·uutont brm1ght fon:v[trd 
by the Uoloninl Tren.sur;:~r wa·, that a pe1'80ll 

in the respon.·dhle 1H) ,it.ion of the .A.uclitor-Uen­
eral ought to be relieved from :ell anxiety as to 
his ntean:::; of living. T-fe haLllH-Wl-:)f' heard of any­
thing nwre exttaon1iuu,ry. The }l(H>re'-{t clPrk in 
a IKtllk h:tcl far grea,ter oppot·ttmities of rt >bbing· 
hio cm ployer.s than the A ml itor-Gcneral had. 
No tnoney pa:-;sed through the handH of the 
.:\_nditor-Genera1, :tnd anxiety for the fntnre 
could only 1nean :1 tPlnpt<ttlnn to COllnnit francl 
to "1i']•ly himself with fnnd,; which wc1·e nut 
:-:nppliell to hin1 hy Pal'liaulent. Tl1e thing 'Yrt:-5 
altogether too alJ~Hrcl. The first duty ()f a 1ll:Lll 

v.r:~s to li.vo v·ithin hiN incOllH\ :u1d n. grrat 
n<any men ccmld live un tt::OO a year without 

complaining a lJit. Anxiety for a man's future 
did not clepeml upon the Kalary he receiYed, 
but npmt the style in which he liYed. 
The first duty of a man waH to live vvithin his 
income, and the Auditor-General had to do su 
as well as other people. He wonkl never· for a 
IHOlllent have thought of accu:-dng :\ir. Drew of 
being- conneuted "-ith fraud; but the •rreaKurcr 
suggested that, when he RJHlke of renwvillg ]Jecuni~ 
ary cmxiety. He considered thate>"eryone through 
w lwse hands money actually pass eel wns far 
more subject to temptation than an anditor 
was, and he ha<! a better 1neans of gratifyiug 
that temptation. He did not think that oug·ht 
to h:tve been adv-anced as one of the reasous why 
they should increase the salary of the Auditor­
General. Another matter to which the Trea­
surer referred was that the Auditor-General of 
New South \Vales had rJrivate means. In what 
way did that refer to a matter of this kind'! It 
had not the slightest bearing on the subject. 
There were some hon. g-entlemen in that Com­
mittee who had private means who could afford to 
come and attend to the business of the House, 
while there were others to whom it was now 

case of hardship to he spending money to per­
form duties, which they could ill afford. Private 
meims had nothing to do with the Civil Service. 
If a man h.~d priv>ete means, so rnnch the ]Jetter 
for him ; but certainly they had nothing to <lo 
with taking into consideration wh.>tt private 
nlhtn~ a nwn 1night or 1night not has e. It wr:,~ 
ntterly outside the question, and therefore lw 
failed to see how the long- argnment the hon. 
Treasurer 11-ed really affected the case at all. 
Another thing wa.s that the hon. Treasnrer s:ti;[ 
tlutt the A\\(litor-Geueml "as a good finanuier. 
He (Mr. Archer) doubted it very much ; he be­
lieved he was an exceedingly bad one. But that 
did not matter one hit. He believed he was a 
good accountitnt. He believed th:ct the Auditor­
Geneml once, when he was Under Sec1·etary for the 
Tre>csnry, had :en opportm>ity of advising the then 
Treasurer(thelate Sir,). P. Bell), to do something 
in the rmttter of finance which certainly did not 
redound to his credit as a financier. Besides, 
finance was a matter npon which no two people 
could agree. Finance w:1s a science which h[Ld 
notl1ing to dq with an nctnary or auditor, who:-;e 
bu~iness wa.~ sin1111yto see that figures were rightly 
added, anll tltnt voucher.; were produced fur all 
expenditure. .._<\_ financier wa.s ~t nutn who h::ul 
;.,tndied filutnce, mH_l eould give advice. Bnt 
the .:iuditm·-Uunt•ra.l hru:l nothing to do v;lth 
that. The only occa.-i"n on which l1e ktcl 
done it \Vas when Sir ,J. P. J3ell was Treasurer, 
ancl he did not think that the ach·ice he then 
ga.ve, and which, he \\'0..8 told, Sir .foshna. 
Peter J3ell followed, redounded to hi" cre­
dit. X or was it necePSary that he ,Jhonld 
be a financier. At ttll events, if he was a fimm­
cicr, the only means by which they could decide 
tltnt was by means of bis pnhlications in the 
nev.rspaper;:~-as a, uevirspaper cnrrespondcnt. AH 
he had said, he had made a mistake the othet" 
ev, ning. He "aid that he bdiel-ed that i\lt·. 
])re:•.· 'n1s not only n ne\vspaper corre~puudent, 
but that fm the ]Jlll')JOse of gratifying his own 
vn..nity, or seeing a. 1·eport in the pa.pCl'H a.. 
little em·lier, he furnished the papers with 
his report before the membcr.s of the 
Honse lMd it. He knew that he saw a lc:ul­
jng artidc in thl-: Cuw··ic1· about the A tHlitor­
Uencml';; report two 'bys l>efore he ked tho 
report in hb (i\fr. Arehcr's) hamlH. He cm"i­
dored that that was a brc:tch nf the privileg-e of 
the Honse. He believe([ that the AnLlitor­
General "'iL:-; hone:-;t, ;..;o f~~r n', lwnc::;ty Vlent; lmt 
vnmlu th:ct gCJtt.lmmm a.- fr:mkly admit thn.t he 
h:t<l m:uln a miHtake as he (:\fr-. .\1dtcT) had? 
He heLd never tLclmitted that it was lie who gat'c 
that p:cpcr tu the Courio·. 
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Tlw COLOC{IAL TREASFimTI: Who--the 
.A ... \11 !itm·.G-enurnl ~ 

Mr. ARCHEE sai<l that he hac! state<! on the 
seconrlrearling· of the Bill tlmt, unless the Audi­
tor-General g·ave his wol'd of honour that he c!id 
not. furnish the :·epoyt to the paper.s, he \ onld 
helH.•ve he d1d give 1t before it wa,s fnrnished to 
ltlelnber~ of the fit)u:-;e, or at the :sa1ue tin1e, ~1,t all 
tWLntR. \V :18 that gentletuan houe~t enonu·h to 

admit he hnd made a mistake, as he (.\[r. A;cher) 
had done? Not he ; he was one of those men 
who was too prowl to O".'Yl he hacl nutrl.e a mi~· 
t:1ke. .He h;td g-ot that insane ,-anity which 
made hun thmk tlmt he could not make a mis­
take, and that \VaR one gru~~t oLjcction that 
he ha<l to him. It was not that he w:ts 
lldt a good anditm·, or that he did not Ree tha.t 
t_he ':·ork nf his office was C;_)Jrried on properly. 
1 Ie rh'l. <Lll th:1.t. llut, to nse "mild tm·m, he <li<l 
11ot lJehevL~ he wa.'-i loyal. lle wa.-; a ne\\ spa.per 
CtJl't·e.spondent, and took a{l vantau·e of the oiiice 
he tilled to put before the pn hlic ~ttttmuenb; t!J;>t 
snitecl his O\Vll view:-;, while he r-;honlcl nevGl' 

\nite to the papers <'t <'11. The lwn. Premier 
'"'keel them not to nmke it a political <Jne,tion. 
He certainly did not intend tu do so. He only 
state<! the renson why he thought th>et t!ie 
J-\nditor-t~~neral waH well enongh paid, and th,tt 
othm·.nten 1n the {~ovenuuent servic_:p, lJPl'fonnecl 
fnnctwus n1ore onm·ons aJHl hrt.d far grertter re.-.;­
]"msibility, <end that they 'honld C<'rtainly be 
:1s well ]mid as the AlHlitor-(;cueral. lt- wall 
neither a political question nor was it a 
cnnHtitutional qneHtiou . ...._\_:::; he said on the f'.econ(l 
re;>ding of the Bill, he would oppose it to the best 
o,f hi.-; po.wer. It \V::ts not a. eonstitution,11 qtwH­
twn wluch he thought he sh;>nlrl persistently 
<•ppnse; but he did not think he \mnld lie 
jn,t~tie<l in d~t.aining- the Committee lly any 
factlon:-; oppos1t10u. 1 [e cnnld_ onlv sevl;l' hinl­
self completely from it, and s,w th,~t the "entle­
lllaJJ who filled the office di,i not ,]eser~e the 
higl1 enetnninin.-, that had l)een spokt>n of hiln l)y 
the hnu. Trea~nrer, anti that in seventl way:-; r;e 
failed to meet the dignity of the office.· He 
should oppn.se the cbuse bt'Cllll··• he thoug-ht 
tha.t the_ increase wa.-; uuearued, becanse the 
.Auditor-Genernl did things th<lt he o1wht not 
to do, and chiefly bet:mse he bdie\·ed ~he was 
nut loyal. The hor1. Treasnrel' lmd "'id that 
the gentle1nan would have 1'<-·ceivud a far higher 
sa.ln.ry il~ a, hauk. \Vhy did he 1wt go intl) a 
ba.nk ~ It "'>\'as ton ah·mrd to briJJO' thnt 111atter 
before tbe Conunittee. Tf a 111a.~ Iuistook hi:-; 
\·ucatin11, wm; that a 1ll[ttter for th{~lll to et msidur '! 
J fe did nnt think the Auditor-fiencra!',, <pwli­
ties were :·mch as wnnhl nutke hin1 a (rood 
hanker, llnt thaJ was nothing to do with tl~u1 ; 
to kLV that if he had relllainer1 in a bankill"' 
estal Jii~llulent he vvonlc-l ha Ye got a highm· HalarY 
than he now l'ecl'i\·ed, had nothin(,. at all to do 
with the question. Hre (.\[r. ,\rch~~r) mig·ht hav.e 
been lt very wealthy man if he had Ltken some 
other line of life than he <lid ; bnt the Ntatc- bad 
nnthing' to do \Vith that. 'ro }Jl'ing sneh argH­
wents before the Committee slwwe·i tlmt the hen. 
the Trectfmrer \Vas driYen to t.l·y \'elT pecnliar 
Wlt)'H of defemling the Bill. 

Mr. STEVK:'\SOX •mid lw had not inteJHled 
to Hpea,k on the Billnntil}Je he:tl'd sonw l'eJna.rks 
frmu the hon. the Tren..:::;nrcr, w hi eh onght to lJe 
tnkeH notice of. The ]wn. gt.mtlenwn ~aid 
distinctly that this gentlernan should ha no smne 
1'8\Ynrcl. ~ow the \Vonl ''reward ' to hi111 
:tlwa.y8 rneant that smne specinJ :-:erYice ha,d been 
perfornw(l in the pn~t, and that h1nne ::;pecial 
gift ~houl(l be given for it. .He therefore 
thonf(ht the hon. the Tnlltsrlrer hlc<l llmcle a 
grca.t ruist~tke in bringing forw<ll'll this iuurea.-:e 
to tlw sabry of the "\uditor-Ct·lwml ;ts a rewnl'<l. 
w,,., uot evmy Civil servant in the ewpluylllent 

of the Gn\-ermnent sup poser! to <lo his duty to 
the be,,t of Iris >tLility ·~ Ht> got his snlm·y for 
tl.Jat; and why a Bill slwnld l1e brought in to 
g1vc a re\~'ard to a gentletnan \vho 1\r:J~ only 
~Up]JORed to do his duty, mHl ha<! been paid f,;,. 
rt, he did not know. They could only nme to 
the conclw·uon that smne ·.pecial RerYice had 
beun pel'fonned by the Auditor-GeneraL \Yhat 
\V:ts that ::-:pecial service'? \\Tas it .smnethiuo· voli­
tical" It um't l1e that his reports had tericled 
to lJe n1orc favourable to the party no-w in powe1· 
than to the pl'esent OppoHition. He could only 
uonw to that C()ncln~i()a frcnn what the hon. the 
Colonial T1rea:-;urer had :-;LLid; nnd that war:. no 
gronnd why the :-:ala.ry should he iucreaf-:ed. Hr: 
did not Hay for one mmH<mt thctt the Anditor­
(~eneru1's ,a,]a.l'Y ought llot to be incrc:tscd. l-It' 
knew very little about the wurk that officer had 
to do, hut he held that no snf!ic:ient re<tS<lll had 
l1een ,...:;hown \Vhy the Bill ;-;honlcl lJe JHt;-;:-:ed. 'J'he 
J-\_uditor-Ueneral had eutered into an agree1nent, 
w1th the Guvel'Juueut to do certain :->erviees for 
cel'tl:tinpayment, .which he had received; and he 
dJd not see why m the-world th:Lt officer Bhonld 
be b1·nnght Lefore the I-Iou.se ~ts a, gentleuw.n 
to be 1'8\V~trcletl for past sordcr-:-::. l{e thond1L 
the haste disphtyed by the hon. the Treas<{';'Bl' 
in ln·inging· the 111a.ttm· before the House :-;}wwed 
hint that there wm; smne special service~ 
to the Jwn. geutlenW,li or his partv for \Yhieh 
the Anditor-(iencml was to be re\\ctrded. He 
lmd no doubt that the Auditor-General !tad 
helpe~ the hon. the Trea:mrer to n1:1ke np hi.s 
~n11ncml Btatmnent~.: he lmd made np his report' 
111 ~nc_h u, wa,y a.:-:: to pnt the Oppo:-;itiou Hide of 
the Honse as mnch as possible iu the Bhade, nod 
to try a.nd ruprebent the other side in a, HWI'e 

fa,·omalJle light. He believed tluLt that w:1s the 
reasou why the Bill had been brllnght in. He 
held that the Auditor-(;eneml '" Auditrll'­
Ueneru.l hn.d cerk1in duties to pt~rfonn, and tha,t 
no rew<-trtl ought to be given for p~tst Hervice~. 
He had Leen paid for them. He ]Je!ieved tlmt 
that officer had been very well paid fol' his service; 
for ruany ye,H·:-;. I-1 e wa:-; tbnt:-:t into a po:-:ition 
that g~LVe hir11 a very large ~'~1.rlnry, even ut the 
very cornnwnce1nent of his cm·(~ur .:ts :t Uidl 
~ervant iu thi8 colOIIV. The 1wn. the ColoJJial 
Treasurer had told them that the Amlitor-(; eneral 
conld ha,ve uutde 1nore money had he reu1uined in 
the hank, becan;-,e he would. ·have been.:-:nre to gut 
the nuLnagmnent of a branch haa1k, which \vmdd 
have ln·onght hi111 ilt uwre llloney than he was 
earubtg at the present tillte, m· en:n than it waN 
propo.-.;ell to give hhn uudel' the Bill. J\'ow, hn 
(~\lr. :St(~\Tenson) did not knnw :u1~y IllHriHtg-er of a 
branch bank in thih colony who got 1."L00{) (ll' 

even £800 a youl'. 
Hoxot:l\ABL~ :\[Jo:}UlEH,; on the (~overmnent 

Benche~: Ye..;! 
.\Lr. NTEVJ<::'\NOI\ sairl he helinvc'l tlwrc was 

no nl:tiUt~·er of ;t llr:tnch lltLilk in the eolotlY whn 
lW ,;,-eel f.:l,OOO a year. ] \nt that had nothing 
to dn with t!1e q ne:-;tinu. If the hon. 
tkman thonght he could J1:1ve (lmtt~ 
hy ren1ainjng in the bank, and th:tt he \\ ~t>i 
fitted fnl' the po,-.;ition, he wonLl h:v, e ~toppc·d 
there, and wonltl n()t have ~lCCEptcd dll~ 
otiicc of .. Anditor-(icn<:I'tL The1·e was ll(l 

nr::sun1ent in that. la the colmtic~, or in ally 
]liLJt of the world, eYery ruan aect>ptetl tlw 
po.~ition in which he tlwng·ht he conltl do tJw 
he,t for himself. Enn tlw bon. the "\.ttomPV­
UeHeral, who wa~ jn.st cm11ing into the Cll<.uuLt~r, 
tindi11g- that lH· conltl 11ot dn w_ell enongh in tl!t~ 
Chmch, left it md went to tlw !Jar. 

The .r\TTOH::\ EY-(~E:-\ EIL~\L: T recmnlnt·'lHl 
you to let the Attm·m'y-(~eueml almw, whilu .run 
are ~;a.fe. 

"\lr. STEVE:\SO:i'\ s<ti<l he 11-oltld ltcccpt llll <L<l­
vice hmll the r\ttorney~UeneraL J-i.e ~i1uply ~a\V 
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the hon. gentlen1an con1ing in, antl thought he 
waN a verv '.:·no(l iu,,tn,nce tt) illn:-;trate his argn­
lntmt. f-r0· ·waR trying to Hhow that, if the 
Anditnr-(icneral h:11l thon"ht he cnnld have 
got ou a~,, wdl in the hank as he ditl in the 
( }ovennnent Service, he wonld have s:toppell 
there, out! that the Attorncy-Oeneral, if he 
lmd been <loin,; well in the Church, would :10t 
havl~ left it to go to the Ba1·; but, sen1ng 
that he wa:-; not doing Yerr \rell in the Church, 
he went to the Bar, :md he (:\rr. Stevensou) 
wonlrl t!o tlw s:tme thin~·. He wnnl<l clo the 
lH:>.st he pn . ..; ... ;ihly could, awl take 1..111 any po;;ition 
in which ht· conl(t 1nake the 111o:-;t nwney, 
Sll lon~ a~ he conlll do it hnne~tl.v. That wn.:-. no 
:uvnuwnt for the h(m. the Colonia1 Tn~a.~·mrer to 

brTng forvv;tnl, nnd it would he nlnch hette_I~_if 
:-;ome ~o,nHlm· n..rg-mncnt~ in :-;upport of the Lill 
ha<l been hronght forwctnl tlHtH ha(l lJeen intrn­
dnceJ up to the ]H'e,ent time. He nnclon;toocl 
that tlwre wa~ to be no obstruction to th(~ 
Bill ; lmt hnu. members lmcl to make their 
]H'ott --:t~, ::tn(t be flicl :-;o in the h<,:;;;;t wa,y he could. 
He ],e]ieve'l the Am!itor-(ieneml hat! hmm very 
one-~ide(l in his report,-:;; a,n(l hmn whnt ha .. d 
tra.ll:-ipin-Kl, a,w I frmn what he had Heen, he 
believed that th:ct officer ha<l renclere<l the 
}Jl'P.'·-Ollt rrrea,Slll'8l' \'Ol'Y great assi..;tance in 
briwrill·r arunuwnts tv..;·ninst the la,te rrrea~nrer, 
and o in,-, hell_)ing hin1 to nt:tlw his t!na,nclal 
statements. He die! not thiuk that that on:,ht 
to Le. The .A.nditnr-Uenera1 shonld• be tho­
rou~hly inqmrtird ; a,nd, a-; ll<.'ul been pointed 
ont by the late T1·easurer, he ought nevt~r 
to have heen a ne\'i .-;paper cmTe~pondeut. l le 
~honlcl take no :--;ide in politic-:, a1Hi Hhould 
l'Pcogni~e hilnself, and be recogni:-:;u(l, as a. 
th()l'onghly imp;trtial servant. }-fn prote~tc<l 
aga,in<t the 111Hlnc ha:.:;te H:wwn in bringing the 
matter fonv:wd, and thought it mi;.;·ht very well 
h::l..\"0 h~en allownJ to rmnain n.:--; at present until 
1wxt se~ ,ion, ttnd certainly the arguments 
:c<lduced by the other side to gain the em! they 
a.ituecl at were not :-;ound. 

:\1 r. l~LACK sa it! he thought it one of the 
dntics of the Oppm:ition to critici:-->e 1no~t :-;even~ly 
a11y propm.;e({ 8XlJenditnre initi:ttecl l-1y the 
Uovnnn11ent, not exn,ctly to di.sapprove of that 
expenditnre, lmt to protect the pnhlic a.g<tin:--;t 
pn.-.;sihly \\·a~tefnl ::-:.eeYantsor too libernJ ?.Iini:--;ter.-:-;, 
p,:--;1Jecial1y when they fonnd thenn;e]ve . ..:; in po~ . ..:::e!:-i­
:-:inn (lf a snrplw--: not brought n.bout hy their own 
efforts. In tktt spirit he ,,~as ]•rermre<l to criti­
ciw the present BilL Tt appeare<l tn hitu they 
h~L(l nn ofticm·-t]w ..:\uditor-Oenernl----who }H~r­
f()n\l('tl llt():-->t impnrLtnt dntie:--;, re:-->pon:--;ihle only 
to th:tt House~, a gcmtle1nan who . ..:;e :.HJary clid. 
not come hefot'2 thmu nunnallv iu the E.-;tiruntes, 
vvhn :.t,R ~1.,:--; 1llltch for the ·lH'otectinn of one 
sidr' as the othnr, nntl who.se dnty it \\T<t,~ to 
c:--:urci:--;e a nw~t .'.trict snpen·i:--:ion o\-ur the 
B'\}H~wlitnre of the fnnflR of the colony. lt w:t .. c..: 

qnit..e po.,.~ihk that that offlcer rnight, in the 
di:-;dun;..;·e of hi:-: dnty, ha.ve 1-6\·en oft'enel~ to 
pr(~\'i()\!:--' :\Iini ..... ten-:-antl frmn what h~ had ~een 
in that House he could c.cdilv mHlc;t·.stalHl thctt 
lw had done so-but he tlHmg·ht in the intere.-.;t:-; 
of tlic;]mblicit was really lJGtter the~the shou!tl err 
on tit" side of strictncs: th'm that he should he in 
:mv w:w hx. 1-le had never he:wd it s:titl that 
tlH~it· A.ndit()r-U-enural bad l1een lax ; 011 tile con­
t.rai·y, nil the opposition he bad heard ~t,gain:--:t 
tl!~tt gcmtlPlll<tH in the House had l1een rttisetl 
~L:~·:tiu..,t hiur, he thoHght be rnight s:ty, pur:--:nnrLlly, 
l'at!ll'l' than th:ct the otfice he filler l w:ts not 
entitle1l to a, higher rcmnncrntion than \\·a,:-; ~tt 
]J!'te.'lmt attached to it. lie had not the hoHom· 
or pll;:L'-'Hl'l; of knowh1g· the _..\_wlitor-Ueneral, nor 
did lw want to kuow hint; lmt he tllongbt, f1·ont 
\Yhat lw IH•:trd on both Nitk~: that gL•ntlenw .. n, :1;---; 

('olllp~tt'l'(l with otlwr Ci\'il .-.:cn·:tnt:--;, wa.:--; nwh·r­
)J'tid. l l.e thuu,;ht tllu re.opoll'iiJility :1ttaching 

to his office was so great that he should l~e placed 
in such a positinn of independence that 1t should 
uot Le neces::~ary for hinl to nnllertake ne\\":-; paper 
eorreSlHHHlence nr private work of any kind. 

}lr. PEltKI;'\S : But he will do it. 
l\Ir. BI,.-'cCK said he did not know \"hether he 

had clone :-;o or not, and he di(t not want to know 
it ; hut in his opinion it was derogatory to a 
geutlenl;:tn holding the high po:--:ition of ~--\_nditnr­
Uenen1l of t1w colony, a gentle1nan in whmn 
should be n-,ted the ct'mfi1lence of both sides of 
the H<mse. who had to see tlmt the funds vok<l 
by the Ho;1se were Jn·operly applied, and that no 
n'nneces:-;ar·y expenditnre took place. lt \\a~ a. 
high re.,ponsibility he held t<lwards that House, 
and he thon.,·ht that if the Hnuse honestly 
beliend that !te performed those duties in a 
:-;a.ti:--:fttctnry 1llttnuer, the fion.~e shonld p:.1.,y hiu1 
that t·enmneratinn which he cle,,erved. He could 
only ~ay that, if the A.w.1itor-(.;.eneral critici~ed 
tl1o pre:--;eut Uo\~ernnwut aR ket-mly <18 he did 
the last the cnnutrv wonlLI Leuefit l>v it. 
If the last ( }overnl~tent, by hi.:; cridci~ru, 
were bronvht into nnrneritell eontmnpt, it was 
for thenr tu get np and set the1nselve~ right 
befme the Hon"e and the country at brg<'. 
lfe liked occaRional1y to lut,~e a c!1arge brought, 
even .if it ruight 1H-:: 1infonuded. lie liked to be 
in the po:--lit.ion to be ~tble to refute an nnfonnded 
charge, anJ he u1u~t :--;ay that a.u ur:fonrHit>d 
ch:trge, propedy refnte(l, re.-=wtecl aganJ:-;t . the 
indiYillnaJ bringing that clu-Lrge. The Auditor­
Oenentl wrts accu~ed of ha vi11g· gone be;vond the 
functions apperbtining to his office. That wa . ..; 
for the Goven1ment of the titne being tn repn­
di:tte, and he be lieYed they Llid so imtisfactmil,·. 
lie w~tR not going to bhtme the .Autlitor-<.ienera,l 
for (luing what he did, hut gave hin1 evm-y 
credit for exercising· a keen supervision 
over the way in which the late (}nvenlnJent 
ca,rriell ou the :tinancial affairs uf the conntry ; 
and he only lwped~anct he wtts sure hon. 
rnmnber:--: \Vould join with hiur in exprcf-..-;ing that 
hope-tlutt he wnuld he jn.,t as keen in his 
eriticis1n of the fhutncial actions of the prese11t 
(}overnurent as Le h<'td Hhown hiwself to be in 
critici:-)ing those of the past. For those reason;-; 
he considered the present was rt quc·,tion in 
which no politic cl bias should enter. lt wns a 
que~tion :--;iurply of right or \\Tmtg-whether the 
salary of £ROO at pre,ent received by the Auditor­
Ueneral w:tB :--;utficient cornpeusation ffn· the oftict"'~ 
He considered t!tat '" other he:uls of dop:trtntL'nts 
had received incrett~es, and a.s the A.1H1itm·-U.enP­
ral wonlll nndouLtedly have recein~t1 ttn incn.,ase 
lmrl he not made himself objectionable to the late 
Government, now that a new Uovernrnent ha.d 
taken oftice, and recognising- the value of the 
.. Auditm·~Cenera.l to the colony, a.nd the uece:-::-:sity 
of havi11g a thoroughly independent uwn in thl~ 
pmdtion-and he wa.-; not saying \\'hether tlu-:: 
pre:-:ent .. Anditor-G-enora-1 filled thttt po)--;itio11 or 
not---for the rea,.--ww-; he had ~t<tted, mul in 
the inten~:-;t:---; of the cnnntry at la,rge, he did not 
think that it \\"ould be n good thing to vot•~ 
a(raiut-lt the inc ·ea~e to the A wlitor-<~ enm·al's 
,;~brv, and ther~fore he would vote for the llill. 
He kcnew tlmt the ]Jresent Govemment w:cs Jtot 
gojng to Le in power ahvays; but l1e hoped. 
that if they fonncl the Antlitor-Geueru,l Ill' 

any other officer iu the Cidl Hen'ice did nnt 
}Jel'forrn hi:--; duties satisf;LCt()rilv. the:v \vuuld 
~iutply get ri(_l of hint and put f-:imlluoue elRe in hi:--; 
pla-ce. He nright be \\Tong in s:1ying that tht-~ 
(}oYel'lnnent could rmnnve the ..:-\.nditor~Gener::t], 
bnt, a:-; they hacl brought in a .Bill to increa:-;e 
his salary, a Hill might he brought before the 
Hnuse e\'en to remove the A_uditor-C::-enera,l, if 
it was fonn<l th<tt he diLl not conduct his dutit\s 
s:ttisf:tdmih-. 0Jt the morits of the case: as it 
wa:--; bt-:f~ll'(~·, thmn, he eon:--;ijlure(l tha.t the Bill 
"!tuuld be ttlluwed t,_, ]':\.ss throng·h cuunnittee. 
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i\Ir. KELLETT setid he betel ::;reett plcasnrc in 
snpporting the Bill before the House, because he 
thought the Auclitor-Geneml Bhould hrtve hrtcl an 
increased remunemtion lon::; before. l'\o doubt 
hnu. members had read the correo]Jonclence 
during the last se·· <inn which passed between the 
Auditor-General and the late Premier, in which 
the Auditor-General showed clearly that increases 
were given to the heads of other departments and 
he was excluded from any increase, and asked for 
the amount proposed by the Bill, and to which he 
(:\[r. Kellett) thought he was fairly entitled. He 
was one of the oldest offic<ers in the Civil Service, 
and had been a member of it, in his knowledge, 
sine,, 18U3. He had been for some time in the 
Treasury before he ;was a ppointedAuclit• Jr-G en era!. 
He was considered a good and faithful servant in 
the Treasury, and he lu1el the position of aeting 
as U nJer Hecretary. ~For that reason, he was 
r;1iscd to the highest office that could be given 
him in the department. At the time he was 
rnisctl he was in receipt of a higher salary than 
::~ny of the nnder seeretarie.s; and Rince that 
time the colony had be~ome mol'e prosperous allll 
increase:-; had been going on pretty well a1lrnnncl. 
All the heads of (\epartment had been raiser!, :end 
he stood :done \\ ithout any extra mnolmnent. 
The hon rne1nbe1'for Xonnm1bycaville(l verynn1eh 
at the wonl "reward." He (J\[r. 1\:cllett) thought 
it Wtts a very g.:,ocl word, becanso other hettc1s of 
departments had recei,wl ext1,1 emoluments as a 
rew:trd for faithful servic~s. _\Jl sernmts, 
whether public or private, who did their 
duty well were generally considered to be 
entitled to some extra reward for their services. 
'l'he lwn. member for ::\i1cc1my said he hoped that 
NiL Drew was always to be considered by both 
~:illns of the Houf.l0 as a good servant ; bnt they 
lmppenecl to differ on both sides at present. lt 
w:t:-; ea~:y to t1·~we h1ck when that clifferenr~ began. 
ThercJ was one standpoint, and that wc<s when 
the new banking business was initated. \Yhen 
that bnsiness Wccs tr:1nsferred from the Union 
Bank to the Qnecnslaud Bank there was :m 
agreeruent which .~:orne people did uot consider 
advisable, aud in the interests of the country; 
J\Ir. Drew made tlmt statement more than one· 
Ever since that time, when he objected to the 
teruls g-iwn by the ::\Iinio;try of the day-cettain 
members of which were interested in the 
National Bank, by being directors of it-the 
diffct·ence had existed. J\fr. Drew objected tu 
a.n nnlimited Hnpply of n1oney being g-iven to 
tLat bmdc, and he con.sidered it nnaclYisahldor the 
welfare of the country. He a]\, ays thought it 
was uot, advisable--and he (Mr. Kellett) believed 
"'' too---tlmt the clircctors of the bank should be 
members of the .Ministry. I"ver since that time 
hem. gentlemen on the Op]H'·.ition side had shown 
that they had taken an objection to the Auditor­
General. \Vhethor he \VHS right or \'.Tong, he 
(:\Ir. Kcllett) believed that, tu the be><t of his 
ability, the Auditor-General ,.1id what he con­
sidered \\"a,; jnst and right; and considering that 
he 'va.s plncod in an independent po~ition-and 
rig-htly placed-he thought he ought to ~·ive an 
Ol'inion on the subject. But he (:\Ir. Kellett) 
knew that a large nu m her of people agreed 
with the Auditnr-General that such an enor­
nwns e1mount of monn,y placed in that bank 
mi~·ltt be prejudicial to the intcre.,t.s of the 
colony, and it w:ts t<> be hoped that it would not 
lon~· continue HO; l1ecau~e, in c~t:-;e :1r crisis cmne, 
and such a large amount of money wccs hehl by 
the National B:-tnk, there 1night be great differ­
ences hetwcen the Government and the din,ctnrs. 
He did not fk2 how hnn. gentlernPn acting in the 
dual npacity of mmnbers of the Government ami 
directors of the l\ation:tl Bank could possibly 
act fairly to both. vVhile mentinning that ho 
would also say that he thought tlmt in any lmnk 
which h~c! Government fund.,; there should be et 

special anclitor-an officer of the Government--­
the Auditor-General or some other officer---to see 
how the fun,]s of the Government were bid out. 
He thought that would be ~dvimble, and he 
hoped the time was not far distant when such 
would be the case. He thoroughly agreec! with 
the proposed increa.oe to the Auditor-General, 
as that gentleman was fairly entitled to it. 

Mr. MOREHI~AD said he thought if he cha­
racterise,] the hon. member for Stanley rts t1 most 
black-hearted man he would be saying what w:1s 
tl'U8, th(Hlgh it1night not be }Ji1l'liarnentary. rrbere 
was uo 1nure Inalevolent or1nalicious 1nan breath­
ing--certainly he hoped not in that House-than 
the hon. member. The hem. member had attacked 
an institution, which \vas not brought before 
the House that night, without any rhyme or 
reason whate\er, save and except his <]Uarrel 
with a director of th'· bank. He (::\Ir. Mote­
head) hac! hac! no quarrel with the hon. men1ber. 
\Vh} the hon. member should have stoocl up 
:tnc! tried to injure an institution-seeing that 
all the shareholders were not in that Hcmse or all 
the directors-he dicl not know, except fc•r th,, 
reason he hnd stated. If the hon. member hacl 
coufirtell hilnkolf to al'gning th~tt thn .Aud itur­
General slwulcl reclli 1·e £1,000 tt year, it \mule] 
have been all right; Lut ho .si111ply got up tu 
rua.ke an attrLck 011 ~Ln institntiou in which he 
was a shareholder. 

J\Ir. KELLETT: I dicl not make an attack 
on the institution. 

Mr. J\IOHEHEAD snid the hon. member r\icl 
so without ::tny ea1thly rhyrue or reason, e"'cept 
to satisfy his malevolent spleen. He lmcl at­
tacked a gentkman who \\:CH not there to clef en•! 
himself-one of his be'>t fl·iencls, whose ]•laCQ 
kne'\v birn no nwre at present. 

Mr. KELLETT s>ticl that hon. members on 
the Ministerial side did not take notice of the 
languabe used b:c the leader of .the Opposition. 
Ever since the hrm. gentleman hncl occupied his 
present honourable pc. .. ition he had simph· actecl 
as alarrikin, just a:.;; ],o u.sed to do \V hen he wa;-; at 
head of the subsection. That was his rule. H" 
(J\lr. Kel!ett) made no attack on the institution. 
Not nno \vord had he said flf_;a.inst it n1on~ 
than that he considered that it \\ <JS not goo( l 
for the interests of the shard10lders, of which 
he happened to be one, that such n. very 
Iar~=re arnonnt of nroney should be placed 
in the hands of the bank without N<llJW 
officer of the Govennnent l>eing- appointPd to 
8UlJf~l'V~f:le it. That ovillion V\-'a:-:i lwltl by thon­
sancL of people in the country ancl hy hiwclrcdo 
of shareholdt'TS. ,\_s to :~::tying that he was ::L 
lJlack- hearteL1 and 1nalicions uwn, he \nl.s w )t 
half as black-hearted or malicious or malevolent 
a.s the loader of the Opposition. He did not 
think anyone woulcl give him (Mr. Kellett) the 
credit for t~neh a. chartteter. The hon. gentlmuan 
saicl that he (i\Jr. Kellett) had att:tcked someom1 
who was absent. He did notbing of the kind. He 
cnnlcl attack any 1WL!1 to his face, both in thrrt 
I-Iousc and outE;i(le, ,~.,nd the hon. ~Jentlerru:tn kuew 
it. He (::\Ir. Kellett) did not sproncl insinuatione 
abont a,; tLO hon. member was in the haLit of 
doing; that was his forte. He (J\Ir. Kellett) 
denied that 2,11y in;- in nation wai-\ made against 
any ab,;ent gentlenwn. He lmcl no quarrd 
a.g:Linst any <iirector of the National Bank. Jfc 
simply said that he thought it not ach·isa],lo 
that such hcrge funds should placed in that 
bank with on!~, three cli,ectors, which he con­
sidered too mmll a number, and which ho 
thought ought tn bf increa' eel. lie a1~o thm1ght 
that the Government fnm!N in the hank shmllcl lJCl 

andit~cl -by a. re:-:;pow-:il)le otticnr of the (j(wern­
lllent. l-Ie did not'\ ant to ~ay one won{ ag'aintit 
the directors, or that they woulcl inve~t anything­
wrongfully or wilfully. The pre~ent directur.c 
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might be saints or sinners. The directors of 
the Ula~gow Bank were cm1Si(lerecl Nmno of the 
111nst eligible 1nen in the country. They \Vere 
elders of the churches-he <lid not know whether 
the hon. memLer W<es one - Lut thev W<mt 
\\Tong. Tlloy were conHidered n1en with~ut blot 
or Llemish, but still it was found, through reasons 
of which they knew nothing, that the trust 
placed in th<wr) men w.LH misplaced. He should 
be sorry to impute any wilful motiYes, but he 
thou7ht it was to the a<hanta.;.;e of the country, 
the slwrcholder", and the instituticm itself, thcct 
there Hhnuld be a greater [Unount of ~-:;uperYioion 
over the director~ of :1 bnnk lwl<ling i:luch large 
surn.; of public nwncy. 

1\Ir. NOilTO~ said that as on the second 
reading· of the Bill he said n·,thing on the subject, 
it would be just as well, now that he hccd the 
opportunity, to give hid rett:-;ons for oppot;iug it, 
aiHl he thou~·ht he could do so in a very few 
W01'11s. Thi~ waK one of those Bills brought into 
the H.nUNC\ \vithout any vreparatitHl \Vhatever for 
it:-; corning. lt was like spriuging a uline upon 
the House, because it wa•· lm,ng!Jt in without the 
le::tst expecte.tion, and on that ground alone he 
thnu.::;llt hon. lll€l11ben.: OH his ~dt1e were jn:-;tifiecl 
in opp~Jsing it, and declining to let it go further 
tha.u into Connuittee. There J, LLR no occa­
sion, however, to meet th>tt llill in the very 
decided maHncr in which other Bills were 
]Jl'U[Josc<l to be met, but at the sccme time 
lwn. 1ne1nhers were justified in objecting- to 
it and Jll'otesting ccgainst it. If the Bill had 
been allo\\'Cd to stand over until .Tune, he should 
have been prepared to enter into the question 
on its nwrit:::; ; but as it wa,s, he did not intend to 
take np the time of the Committee in arguing on 
the point as to whethcJ· the position of the 
Auditor-General entitled him to a higher sahcry 
or not. If the measure had been brought for­
wccrd in June, he should hccve been able to 
consider it from that point of view. He 
th!)ught there wn,:;; no urgency for the BHl, as the 
.A1Hlito1·-Gcnern,l lw,d been receiving the sarue 
su,lary for smuc yea,rs, and ~nrely there w::t.s 110 

occasion to 1Jl'GR.'-:i the f!Um.;tion, eSlJ8Cially \V hell 
lwn. members on his side had not been prep:1rerl 
fur any sne;h 1ne~snre. On tho~e grounds, 
therefore, he should oppose it. Beyond that, 
he might sccy that so far as l\Ir. Drow personally 
was concerned, he had neYer felt anything but a 
friendly feeling t(nvards hirn. 1'here ww·) no 
doubt, h()\vever, that there wa~ a gencraJ h11~ 
}Jl'ef-i~ion a1nong a 111Ullber of rnernben-; on the 
Oppusition sicle of the Hon.'<l thtLt l\lr. Drew h,cd 
::tcted the part of a political pccrtic:Itn, mHl that 
itllpre':sion \Vas not confined to the J{ou:--;e. There 
was a very prevalent feeling ont,ide the House 
tlmt ]\,fr. Drew ha<l acted that rnwt. He did not 
p1·etend to say whether it was true or not, for he 
bad never ;:)poken one \Vord to :tdr. l)rew on tlw 
subject of politics eve1· since he had known him. 
He had twYer heard tlmt gentleman dif,cuss 
any political question, but there was no doubt 
thu,t n general feeling exi:-:ted a.nwng n1err1bers 
that the Opposition side regarded 1\Ir. Drew 
as a political enemy, and the other side 
looked upon him as a political friend. In addi­
tion to the objection he had already taken, the 
one he lutd just nwntioned ought not tn he 
allowed to pa.s by without a certain amount of 
consideration. Ho shonl<l have liked to lmve 
ha<1 >tn opportunity to in<]nire a little more fully 
into the subject before he wets c:.tlled upon to 
give a vote, because he httd not had the opportn­
nity, or if he had he hctd not av<eiled hin"e!f of 
it, of gathering any information. \Vhen they 
knew tbrtt tha.t feeling 8\jsted., when they knew· 
that it was uot the intenti<>n of the party on the 
other side nf the Committee to m·el'look the chtims 
of their friends, it was mther hnrrl to reconcile the 
two ideas. He saw the Minister for \Vorks 

laughing. \Veil, he remembered <t late '!'ember 
uf the }-j ouse c<elling that gentleman a nnserable 
Rinner ; a.ncl to ~how that the hon. gentlmuan 
was ,;till entitled to that name, he would refer 
hon. mcmbm.' to what was c,aid at a banquet 
given at Toowo01nba.. The l\Iini ,.ter for \York-; 
on that occ~Lsion sa.id :-

"He knew that. the Lilleralpart~· had b('en reproae1JC'cl 
that tltPy united to make 1 ilin~s pk<L""';mt :md g-avu 
cv<.:rything to their c·ncmies and uothillg- to tlleii' 
t"rienfls. He beLieved t.1wre was a great de 1l of truth 
in that, Out on tllis oeea~ion Llwy nu:ani io taku a fre .... h 
departnre. 'J'ltn· har1 alrC':ul.\' gi\·Llt :-omc sol ill intllt•n­
tion:' that tl1eir would not. be 11assed cn·e1' ror t lw 
s1tke of tlu ir 

He thought the hon. gentleman must huYc in­
tended that to refer to the gentleman who 
JJOW occnpie<l the position once . filled l1y tl1e 

late l\lr. Smith, of Ip"l'ich. He said when 
that feelil1g exi;:;ted iw.;i<le the :House mul 
out of it, that l\[r. Drew had ar:tet! the 
part of a politic:tl pnrtisan, :tnd when tl<e 
Btn,ten1ent of the ~.lini.o..;tm· for \\'(Jl'ks \\':1H tnken 
in conjmwtinn wit!J that, it as rather difficult 
to reconcile the t\vo stn,teuwnts :-t1H.l contE.' to thP 
conchmion that it wa.s n1e1·ely ou the 111erit:-:: of 
the ca,se that this ~·elltleman wn.s to get his 
prmnotion. He coul<l only say that he did not 
intend to oifer any factinm opposition to the 
Bill, although he w'as decidedly OPl"'""d to it on 
the present occasion. If it had l1ecn allo~nxl to 
staud. over, he 1night, perhalJS, have taken :t 
more libeml view of the case ; but as it wa" 
now, he should oppose the Bill and vote aga!!'~t 
any partwubr jlctl't of Jt that WOnt to cL ((]\'1-

sion. He must say that he rcgTettc<l that 
the mntter ha<l been bronght forward now; 
LecaH:'ie l1e believed, iut-,tu.td of scn:inb as a.n 
net of friendship to i\lr. Drew, it would do 
him a great deal of harm, c,nd a sort of harm 
not easily repaired. 

J\11. MACFAlcLAX:E said that as he intentlocl 
to support the JJill he thought it only right that 
he ::;huuld give his rea::;ons for Ru doing. .He ha.d 
never before voted in favonr of iuc.:rea:;us tu 
highly paid officers, lmt ha.cl trice! so far as he 
could to mcrease the srthll'lcs of thoc'C who re­
ceived le~s rernnneration for their f.JGrvicef-<', r~I_Ihe 
leader of the Opposition said that the Auditor­
General was well enough paid now; but if 
tj1ey compare<] his salary with the sabries, of 
hiuhly·pai<l Civil servants, they would find 
th~tt the Auditor-General vas undcr-}"litl The 
:Eno·inecr of Harbmn ,, and .Hivers received J.:1,200 
a-y~:tr, and thA J~nginet~r of H J:ih~-.:_tys "'1l~l,GCIO 
a-year; and he held that the Amhtor-hencral 
occupit.J a po.-dtion in the colony uot inferior 
to the position held by any other Civil servant. 
It w:~s also saicl thcct the Auditor-GE:neral 
acted the part of a Jlartisan. He wonderccl 
whether, if trmt gentleman had sided with 
the late Government, the present Opposition 
would haYe opposed the increase to his c:alary. 
The reason vvhy he was spoken against, w.1s 
bcccmse his politicccl opinions were opposed 
to those held by hon. members opposite. He 
did not think th:tt anyone occupying such 
a position shnuld h::we anything to do wiLh 
politics, but it was well known that there 
\Vere political partis:.tns holding vu.1·ious offices 
under the Gover11rnent. The remark:;; n1ade by 
the hon. member for St:mley (l\Ir. Kellett) in 
reference to the Queonslccnd Kational Dank were 
out of place in connection with the Auditor­
(i-enera11t:) salary, <-1nd one rmnark Inade Ly that 
hon. 1Ue1nbor \Va'> llli::·Jea.ding. 'I'he hon. rueruber 
··'aid thttt if a crisis \Vere to cmne, it would 
be dan~erons to have so 1nuc~ (:}~nrenunent 
m<mu•- in th:tt bank; but he (}lr. J\Irtcbdan<·) 
belieYed that inl--ltead. of crr:t.tillg a, cri: .. is, the 
Qncenslaml Xationnl B::tnk had preyented a 
crisis fro'll t>tking place. That bank h:cd lJecn 
more libeml than ,,,ny other bank in the colony 
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nnrl httcl carried people ovror who wnnld not lmvc 
been ca.lTied ovor hy other l>anl..:s in the colony. 
1fe agTeed with the lwn. lllCtJ1lwr fo1· St:udev, 
that if n large ~U1101111t (If HIOlH_;y Wt>re pla~t:.d iu 
the lmuk ~here Hhon1cl be smno ::-;upel'\·i:--:ion, but 
the qnestwn 1--hnnld not have Leen iub·odnceU 
into the present di;-cussion. 

Mr. :\I lcCltO::i~'L\.:\ 'aid the h<>n. member for 
l'o~t Cu1'tis had re:1cl :t. fpw \\·ordK of a ;;.;ppenh 
rlehvored by the l\l ini,;ter for \Vorb at Too­
woonlha,, and had drawn cntain conclusion . ...; 
frn111 that ~peech, anrl :tppliell those ('(Jllc-ln~inn:..; 
to the Bill befon• the Collllllittee. flu (~lr. 
:\lacroh·-,tn) ,·c·collected the time when the :\lini,;­
ter for \\~orks po ..... ed as the ,J uu H uu1c of the 
.-\s;SPUlhly~wlH'll tht>l'8 \\'~t,s not au iucre:t ,e that 
he dicl not oppo~e; ln1t the J·Oh \\'<"LS eutin_,]y 
altered llOW. J-{e had ~-iV('ll n;nsous~\vhicb 
Wt~re, htnvevcr, fallacintL"--fnr the cllang·e. ]-1 t~ 
(.\it·. }la<"m:·:tll) believed tlmt wllt'ne;-m· the 
party now iu JHHVPr had \Jeeu in pn'.\"t'l' f JCftn·e 
tho~" :1lwny~ :;crved their fritmds; lw did not 
Lelieve, a' the Mini:;ter for \\'orb :;aid, that 
th.ey he]V~<l tbcir en('tllic ., m.1d forgot their 
fnend:'l. .I he hon. geutl:: 1w1n S.tlllply Kaid th<Lt 
~~N an e\:cUst~ for the uJte1·atim1 iu hi:'l particnlar 
hne of conduct. He wa:-; lH1\\. gui11g in fur 
PXtl'nvag;uwe instead of ecnuullly. 

The :\liJ'\fSTElt VOlt WUJ{KS: Jn,tice. 
l\lr. J\L\CHOc\SAX said tlmt tlw exihtPnce of 

a lar~e ~n~·pl~l~ was nue of tho n-:.t~ous allege<l lJ~' 
tl:e ( ,o]omalln•;c:;m·er why the Bill should l'"""· 
The (;u,Terrnutmt wen; lu the pnsitiuu of the 
fortnn:cte lwir who oneec";rlet! to thro '' Palth kft 
lJy the nld e\:!Jllll11Ji . ..;t; bnt he hopt ·.1 tlH-;y \VPre 

Hot to ]Jby tlw [><Lit of the lwi!·, and 
S<[lutmler :dl. 1-1" fP!t 'me ti:;tt tl:e Iron. gen-
tlem~Ml who adntini:-:tert·d the \\~ork.-.; l}ep:"trt-
IHent \\':LH to do tha.t, frmn the e\:cn~e 
he n1ade Too\\'(JOlllLa lmufluet. The 
:.\lini~tt:'l' fur \Vork:-; thnre t:xcu . .:ctl bilJJ:-:elf in 
!.tliLieipatiou of \\~ha~ he wa:-: goillg to do \\·ith tbe 
people'i-i 1nnney. He l'XlJPCt(•d sonathiug IllliCh 
Letter frout him; he expected, when he ,..;nw hi:-: 
Jutnie in the J\linist1·y, that the }lini~trv would 
be one of ec()nmuy, bl1t Le was :-;olTY to ~ay thnt 
hi:-: confidence wns 1uisplacuJ. ' · 

The :\II~ISTJ<:Jt VUlt WUUKS: I have 
always vrotectcd the Trea;-)ury. 

:\Ir. l\L\CllOSS"\N SJtid he· '"eel to do so at 
:me ti111e; but the ,,·Ll..tch-dng l1ad 1():-:t hi:-: mnzzle, 
:md \V:tH now gning· tn attack the Trea:-;Ln·y him­
self. It w,,, nnfortunate that th•• <2nec•iJ>'laml 
_\;utimw1 Hank should have lH .. Wll iutrodncnt into 
the discn, -.:ion, but the bmt. g·t'ntle111an who l;t...;t 
spoke put the 1natter in the pt'P}H~l' light h(Jore 
tlw Couunittrec'Wlren he,,. 'id tlr>et the ban], had done 
:t ;;nod Lk:tl for the C(JlJUbT. Tl-w in~tituti(ln \\"<Hi 

re;tlly nuatinnal bank, ancfit:-;ern:',{l the country in 
Hwn~ :-;eu:-:e~ t]w,u JH'(lple 1night llu le(l to lH)lieYe 
fronl the re1nark~ of the bmL ntuluber for Stanlev. 
'The Npeech lll<Hle hy that lwn. lllt>llllH;r \\-mllLl 
han~ lJet~ll 1Hol'e iu. p]a.ct~ at a llH:t~tillu' of tho 
.shareholder:-; ~ and ht; di<luot St't: \vhy tl~e affairs 
of the Lank Hhoulcl be bnon~ht fm.'wetnl at ;,1! 
except so far rts the:; concerno( l Parliantent an<l 
~_he MbLte. It was very n11fnrtnnatt-: for ).Jr. 
Drew th~1t the llropo~ed incl't",ase \Va:..; introduced 
uow; it would ha\·e been lJPtter had it lweu intro­
duced earlier or else }JUt off for a slwrt time. 
1-::lv wa.:-; certain that gmJtleulan's rupntati011 would 
sulfe1·, not only in l_}al'li:uueut, bnt ontsicle, 
through the ilJconsiderate a.ctiou of the lion•l'll­
lnent in IJl'O}JO:'Iingthnt largeincrea....;e-~111 illc1·ea.se 
of 25 per cent. The reai:(tHL"'l ndducecl in f:-vvonl' of 
the incrt-a"e were certainly not good o11e.s. One 
l'ectson "\Va.-.; tha,t there was plenh~ of n1onev in 
thA Tr easnry ; mwtlu;r was that th(~ hl· • her 
Ui vil i--ier>- Llr{t.-; h~:Ml :drea.dv recei \"e<l iltCrt;a:-;~':i--·­
l.ut wht• \n:re they? _.\nd \\'hat colJJ}l<Lli'-'on 
''"" there between the work duue by the Ci1·i! 

servants who had receinx! incrc;Lses and that 
clone lw the "~Hclitor-Ueu8l·al? He had hear<( 
;;mueth.ing about the l'C:o:poll:·dl)ilit.v nttaehing 
to tl1e po:..;itiml of ~\ntlitor-\ienenLl, bnt he ditl 
Hot see where it can1e in-that officer seem~:;d 
to con:-;idcr hillhif-'lf entirely irresponsible. The 
..:\._tu1itor-Cellel ~~J was 1·esponsible to nobody. 
He wa...; ::;nppo:c;ed to be rcsponHible to Fal'lia­
llJPnt, lmt in l\;al1t:r thm·e wa:-; nu responsibility 
resti11g on hi,.; slwnldurd. There \\'rt::> no cmu­
pm·i~on hetweeu the work of the .Auditor-(}eneral 
a1Hl th~Lt of tho Connui..;,...,ioner for Unih\ ays or 
the Stu vc\7 m·-( :enentl, tlw latter of whmu \'i

7 a...; 
recei Ying £1,000 ;t ~7 e:1r. 'The only officer in thu 
Sel'vice 1·ect:i\'ing £1,:mo a :vear wa,:..; the Engiuf'et· 
of Harbours and Hivers, but that \va.s a. 1 •ru­
fessinn:Ll ;_tppniutuwnt, and therefm·e qnite out­
~ide the qnestion. 'rlw \Vork done Ly tJ1e 
.:-\ntlitor-Cellt:L~l could be done by any cle\·t:r 
clerk ill tlw ::ier.ice. The l;mler ::iecretMy f,n· 
L<tntls did three times the work, and eo tlid the 
Culler Colonia.l Secretury, l_mt the}r got no uwre 
than £<'00 n ye,w. It h>tc! been11rged tlmt l\lr. 
Drew\.; ~ahtl'Y :::~hnnhl be incn._:,,_sed because he w~ts 
<h·awing uwre salary iu 11'3/[J tban he wrtH drawing 
in 1N84; but if the ge11tlmna..n chose to giYe up 
his lJO:·dtion a:-; l~11der Secret::Lry to the Treasury in 
order t(l take up that of _\._uditor-Gtmeral he k11ew 
very well what he wa~ doing, and the los.:-;, if m1y, 
'' :.t:-; hi:-; own choice. lu that position l1e hnU le~ .. .; 
wol'l..;: to do thau any of the under s.ecreta.ries 
except the Secret>try to the Treamry, and that 
\V[(,; vor~· little indeed. Indeed, the lightest­
worked ~~ ini~ter wa" the Trea\-lurel·, although 
the people ium~ined that his wo1·k \\ ~ts hard 
a.11d re,-.:pml~ible~uule~:-:; it be tbf.; Postnwsb=~l'­
(1encretl. lle di1l not lilw the ]]lode in which 
}lr. Dre\t''s Halary wa....; goiug to ho ra.i:-.ed. 
}fo \.'a.,..., uot a.1togetber OlJposed to ::111 inc1·eu.se, 
although there were 1uan~: reasons why it 
.should not be giYen; ~till, he conld not 
diveot himself of the ovinion that :\Jr. Drew 
hatl acted as a partioan. He had always 
hc•·n friendly to :\lr. Dnnv, tmd thought that 
Ill<-"Lny (Jf his pul)lit.:hed critici.-;n1s on the l:t.te Uov­
ellllJlent wm·ecorrect; stiJJ, theydisJ~la:ved :L]Jar­
ti.-.:an :-;pirit, a.ud he W<-L.":i ,..;tl·m1gly of opinion tb<lt 
:YLr. lh-ew\:1 criticislll8 \\'oulcl not be so t~ovcn' on 
the pnrty now in po\Vel'. j_f the cla.u~e went tn 
<L di\"i . ...,ion he shonld certa.inl.Y' vote ngttins.t it, 
although bad it been deferred till next session he 
,!Joule! pmbahl,· have votetl for it. Brought for­
\\·anl under the pre<..;ent cil'Cnll!stanc:es, J\lr. 
lJre\v~s reputation Wai-i lJoniHl tn :iltffer. Had tlw 
proposed increaf.:n begun fnnu the next financial 
year, nwre 1uight have bt~Cll :-:aid in its favour, 
but it \YctS act-ua.lly retro:-.pcctin), ::tlHl W:tN to 
dnV~ frmu the l~t .Jannary, lt-\K4. rflw oll1y won­
der to hin1 y, a:-:; that tht~ (3-overnuwnt bad 11ot 
rmtcle it thte fmm ]a,t ;ruly. 'Xo doubt tiLe ]Jill 
wonld lx: can·ied. ..:\s fnr hinlKelf, he did not. ill­
tend to oLJ~trnct ; he ~il11ply cnternd hi,_, p1·otest 
a~ain~t the i11c1·east~ on tbe gr(mnd" allege<l lJy 
tlw Culonial Trcasui'el'- the onl.).r gt~ntlmunu nn 
tbe Coventuwnt t!ide vdw J1ad a.ttelnpt(_~d to gin: 
i_Ln~~ reason \\' hy J\lr. J)rew':-; sahn·y .-..huuld l1e 
l'ai.-;ed. 

l\lr. .JUHDA:'\ said he had w high ttn opinion 
of the _.\ud_itor-Umwral. and ha(l kJW\.'ll iliut .;o 
long, thnt he Ct)Uld not 'rcm:tin :-:ati~fic(l witllout 
sa~7 i11g n wol'Cl or t\\'O 011 the f'HlJjcet. J Ic llid 
not think }f.r. ])rew's I'OJntt~ttion would :-.>utfcl' by 
the ac.:tim1 taknn hy thn Uovei'llllWllt in lJI·ingi11g· 
forwanl the Bill clurin~'; the prt):-:ent :--c:-:siou. 
How con]Ll that affect hi' reputation? Xot " 
word ha<l been said against l\lr. ]he\\ ·s reputa­
tion, exeept that he was aceu:::ed of bt:iny; a 
political pm'tisan. He h:tcl known 1\li·. 1 Jrew as 
lon.t;· as any 111au in the eol(Jlly, lJuth pl'iY:ttely 
:Llld offi(;i;_dly, awllw.d fnnaed the very lugile:-.t 
opi11ion of }Jis abilit.}' gcTwl·:tlly, and of his rery 
high chtm1cter. He was sati~tied, tlllcl everyone 
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who knew him would he satisfied, that whenever 
JVlr. Drew h'1d occnsion to criticise the action of 
the preH<mt Government he would do it just as 
pla.inly, aR fairly, and, if nece~r-;;1.,ry, aR severely 
aH he W<.ts ,")a,id to have criticitied the action of th'e 
late Uovernment. \Vith reference to the remark 
of the hon. member (:Yir. Black) a,; to JVIr. Drew 
being a. \vriter for the pu,pets, it lllUt-:Jt not be 
suppused that :!'.Ir. Drew had ever Leen paid for 
writint;· to the papers; he had never been, in the 
orclina.ry Henso of the word, a newspaper corroi-1-
pondent. JVIr. Drew was said to luwe written 
Horne clever lette1·~ to a paper a few 1uonth:-> 
ago, not criticising the action of the la,te Govern­
ment, but stating the fimmcier,;' view of the pre­
sent debt of the colony, antl pointing out the de.,. 
tinction between the Tmperialdebtof £7i)0,000,000, 
and colnnia.lloanR utilised for reproductive \Vork:;;, 
and that the llneensl<tnd debt of £1G,OOO,OOOonght 
not to lJe con:-:;;iderecl as a debt, innsnnwh as the 
1·eturn frmu reprodnetive work::.; did tt\vav with 
the interest on half the mnonnt. Those 'letters 
were rnost serviceable to the colony, 'md, ha<l the 
Uovernrnent 1Jeen floating a loa,n at the tirne, 
would have done a deal of good in the money 
market at home. It wa' only surmiseu that 
lYfr. Drew wmte those letters, and to suppose 
that he ever got paid for writing to new:-;­
paper::; '''n:-; a gt·ctt nli~take. l t ReeJnerl \'Bry 
easy for hon. gentlen1011 oppo~ite, in Ron{e 
peculiar \V fLY, to a.Kcertain who wel'e those 
gentlerncn in the Civil Service who were sup­
posed to sympathise with the Liberal party. 
[t waR very eaRy for the1n to sunnise that gentle­
men who were supposed to sympathise with the 
Liberal1mrty were guilty of certain acts which 
they con.sidered to lHl very impropt1r. He lmd 
himself been su:-;pected of writing to the papers ; 
but he could hom·stly say that he never wrote 
anything for the paper~ whilst he was in office, 
except w h 'n he was req ueste<l to <lo so by a former 
Government. H n certainly did write several 
leading articles for paper~ years ago; but did 
not do so \Vithont the reque:-)t of HOille 1nernber 
of the Government, aucl lw took the precantion 
of getting thnrn to inititLl every papet·, so that 
they bec<tme theirs nnd not his ; yet since he lutd 
retired from his otlice he had been accLJSed of 
being a ne1vspaper corre:::;ponclent. }{e wa;:; very 
g-lad to sPe that the eornmon se me of the Com­
wittee would cnrry the Bill throuc;·h committee, 
and th,lt J\fr. l>rew-that faithfnl servant of the 
eolnny, who had exhibited his honesty on all 
uceaHions and hib great ability in the high office 
l1e hd,l-woul<l be indebted to both sides of the 
J louse for the increase to his S<dary. 

J\It·. PERKl:\"S 'aid he di<l not think Mr. 
l h·ew\; chnracter waR Iuuch lJetterecl ln.,. \Vh<.ctt 
had been ~aifl by gentlmnen on the other', ide of 
the Cmrnnittu~. The hon. gentlenutn who htttl 
just R>tt clown hac! said tlmt he had written 
<Ll'ticle~ fol' the late Goverruuent. 

J\lr. .TOllDAN: I ne> er s<tid so. If I did, I 
di<lnot nlccm it. 

Mr. I' EHJGKS B>cid he should consider it to 
his sh<~me if lie had e\~er asked the hon. member 
to \Vl'ite ~Ln a,rticle. lf he discovered that a gen~ 
tlen1an who occupied a certain ottice in the 
eountry had l!een l'equc,te<l by the Premier, or 
any other 111e1nber of the Govennnent, to wl'ite 
l<·adin~ article,, he should c<m.,iuer it to be hi.s 
shauH~. Xn donllt the gentlernan who had jn:-st 
sat down had not written leading ::trtide;-; without 
f,t>ing rec1nestod. i\ .. good deal had been baid a. bout 
:'llt·. J lrew an cl the articles tlmt were \nitten to 
the paperB L'y him, :1nd it was verJ. eat;y for a,ny 
n1nn of . .1~Ir. Drew's intelligence, and occupying 
the po"twn he die!, to deny that he wrote to the 
papers. If he die! not write to the papers, 
why ditl he denv it ? The accuo<ttion lm<l 
been fastenccl to hi111, not by in~immtion, but 

<lirectly. He (Mr. Perkins) clid not know whether 
he wrote the articles, ,md <lid not c'we. He 
knew nothing w1·ong· against ::\Ir. J)rew. No 
far as he ha<l been permitted to have his fLC<}lUdn­
tance, all \Vas in hii"3 favour. }le w~tH quite coln­
)Jetent to do his work, and he (:\Ir. Perkins) 
could g-o further an<l say that if he was a ~entle­
man who had preserved strict neutrality ami 
would simply <lo the work that the country 
deleg<~tecl to him. without being- a )Jartis<~n or 
one-sided in the politics of the conntry--·if lw 
would attend to that work and perform his 'lutie.~ 
inclnstriously and intelligently-he be!im·ed 
that the occupant of that oflice might <Ill CllllJ~ 
parison with other otllcers in the country be paid 
£1,000 a year. 1Ir. llrew had not con tined him· 
self to doing his wnrk. He certainly could nnL 
do hiH \Vork and write those letter;-;. nnd lw(~mne 
a. critic, a:; he had. }{c had Ino:-;t gln.ringly Nhown 
that he wrote those letters. He ha<! e\'Cl'\' 
opportunity of tl,mying it, <md he (:VIr. l'erkin.~) 
inferred tlutt. because his denial had not been 
given, he dicl write those letter' and lmd ltutde 
hin1self a partiHan in politictLlHH'Ltter.s. 

:Mr. ;roi-tDAN : How could he deny it? 

Mr. PE.RKINS: He had simply to say he did 
not write the letters. Heh:1d m:tny oppmtnnities 
of going into print, and, looking nt thn 1natter 
frorn a rea.sonalJle and inqmrtial poiut of \'ie\\', 
if ~lr. Drew was not the writer of tl111'e p>epers 
he lmcl only tu say so. He could say in live "'' 
six syllables that he was not the writer nf them, 
and there would be m1 end to the matter. He ad­
Initted that a. gentleman in :\Ir.1)I·ew\.:. positiou or 
i11 that of any of the uuUer :-;ecretaries stood in ·a 
very difficult pn.-:;ition witlL~liniHten;goingont and 
~\linist<ers coming in. l fthey <lid not adhere ,;trictly 
to the letter of the law and confine thmnseln'" t•> 
pm·fonning t1tos~ dntie~ they 111ight be a little 
shaky. He knew some public utliee' in the 
colony \d1ich were nothing but a hotbecl of 
politiciauN. 'l'hey were Rchetuillg' and CfJntriving a 
nwnth before aucl a uwuth after genel'al 
elections~ antl tht•re wa:-) little or nothi11g else 
dune. \Vheu they hacl occasion to llleet in the 
paHNages, and \'i'hen any of theu1 had an (IP]Hn·­
tuuity to go down to\nl, they were electioueer­
ing :11l the time. He knew seveml of those 
cn::;e~, and could put his finger HlJun thern at 
once. l{e knew wlu.Lt they were doin~· Lefon~ thP 
bte elections ; JHh;silily they wme nut :t\l'al'e of 
it, lmt he got lnfnrma . ..tion without Heeking it, 
and wa::; v-ery 111ueh .:mqn·iHt:d tLnd disappointed 
that smne geutlemen, oecnpyint:, tl1e lH•sitiuu 
they did, ,!wnld interfet·e and Lecume active 
partis<Lns. Ile took ccwe to verify the infol'­
lnation that \VrL;-; given to hiru, tLnd he Uid it 
to his ,;atisfaction. He did not receive aur 
runwlH'S like the hon. the Pnm1ier, ".:lw :-;;Lid it 
was only 11ecessa.ry to hea.t' a nnnour, awJ, if 
they believed it, they wme ju.,tified in telling· it 
to e\·et·yone they met, especially if it telllled to 
lJlacken a Ulnn':-:; eharacter. The Pretnier w-:od 
to say that, lmt lately he had tutored "o m:my 
tetLchurH and Nchoohua~te1·s to go aln·oad that 
he conltl r,:frain frmn repe ·ting those expn~r-.;-;ionK 
him,;elf, and coulu lea,·e the dirty wmk to 
souw others who had as lllllCh expm·i1'nce 
nR he had son1e t\yo Oi' thn;e years ago. 
He had oul;· to get np n. few toreldwan~l's 
and :-;enJ thmn about the :..;tl·eet, n.n<l get two (Jl' 

three tt:--:ses to yoke thenlseh-es to hir-. JJngg~', mtd 
that settled the matter. Hotnming to l\lr. 
1)row anrl his srrlary, it \\LL~::~ unfortunate for 
that gentleman that his case slwul'l have l>ceu 
taken np at tha.t Ullpropitiow.; tirne. ] t 111jg-ht 
very well and apjn·oprbtely have been left 
aloue until the rPgnl<1l' :--:esNion of Pal'lin,­
rneDt c~tllle 1·muH1, a-.; it wonld cmue iu 
.Tunc or .July, m· possibly even in lYby. Then 
they wuuld have a full •tttewhnce, :md 
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would he prepared to discuNs the matter fully 
and freely. l'\ow it was forcetl upon them as 
1nuch ati to say, '" \Ve know 've have a 1najority 
here ; we think that ::VIr. So-and-so is an 
eligible 111an, a,nd want to re\\ an1 hiu1. It would 
have IJeen very much better for .Mr. Drew if the 
matter had come round in a nr.tural way, 
when it could be fully and fairlv discns;ed, 
instead of draggjng it in at a tilne when 
there \Vas ruore pres::;ing bu:::;inc:id to be 
tmnsacted. He did not think :my hon. mem­
IJer would deny :i\Ir. Drew'c; right to l'C\ntrd 
fm the honourable lmd onerous duties he had t > 

1•erforrn ; but neverthelt"·, he desired to rrmiml 
the Committee that .:\Ir. llrew was not a Civil 
servant. He was far away perched above that. 
Civil sen·,mts could be removed by the political 
hea<l of a department, and if they were not 
removed when he mo,de the request he knew 
tlmt he must dissolve partnership with the 
cmnpany he was in. But JYlr. Dre1< could 
not be removnl in tlLtt b"hion at all. He 
was answemble to Parliament, and they 
all knew what that meant-that, unless he 
becanH~ a bhtckgnarcl or an idiot, he \Vas 
thf~'re for life; HO long- al':l he \Vas a, respect­
able 1nan, put on a good coat to wa,lk into his 
utl\ce, awl attended divine service, he would stop 
there. He did not pretend to csay that l\Tr. 
:Urew had not other elements to recommend 
him for the pobition. He 1Jeli8\·ed he was 
thoroughly elticient and qualified for the 
position in eVd'J' v, ay ; but he desired to 
call attention to men who were placed in 
that position. The hargctin with the State­
whether it 11as in print or not-the contract 
wa~, that they were to be irn partial ; to preserve 
striet neutrality. Why were the judges of the 
bn<l pnid the high salariu they recri1·ed? To 
llnable them to be independent ; to be IJeyoml 
the reach of poYcrty-that vas, if they li vecl in 
a Jnoder::Lte plain way, without indulg·ing in 
riot or luxury, but lived in a way that \Yas 

good for thetnsclves. They were paid high 
~:\larie~, so t!rat they could be thoroughly 
lll1J "trtlal and mdependent ; mrd he took it that 
::\.'1 r. Drew \Vas in the sarne honourable position. 
He held the mo· t onerous appointment in 
the country, the :;ame as Auditors-General in 
other place:;, and he ought to be thoroughly 
impo.rtial. lf he condemned ;\It-. :Urew, it was 
for the fact of his having become a political 
pa.l'ti~t:tn, a tool m· instrunwnt in the handN of a. 
few gentlmnen ,~,l~o now occupied the rrl·ea.~lll'.Y 
l){'nc;lle~;, ~1ud wntiHg' letters to the new~ papers. 
Thr~t was :1 thing to be dept·ecatml in any Civil 
serv::1nt, bnt rnore particularly so when cmni11g 
frorn it gentlenutn occupying the pmdtion that 
l\Ir. Drew did. He was in a p<Hition to get 
information of every kind IJefore any other men 
-before the Spe: •. ker, the Clerk of the Legisb­
ti ve ,\ssembly, or the nnder secretaries, and he 
rnight, by vvriting articles or corresponding \Vith 
newspapers, anticipate what \vas going to occur 
two or three days aheaU, and give a colouring to 
things which, upon examination afterw.n·ds, they 
would not bear ''-t all. That was hi-. oiJje~tion 
to thi:; incrc:tse of salary. He regarded it as a 
beihe or reward to the Auditor-General for his 
pa~t Rerdcc.-.;·-for hb partisan~hip; aud for that, 
and also bee 1nse he W'1t~ 11 new:-:;pa]Jer corre::;r;on­
dcnt, :~.-;he (l\lr. Perkins) believed him to be, and 
wuuld continue to believe hirE to be nntil he (::llr. 
Drew) contradicted it, he should oppo;e it. 
He ha<l hem·d an hnn. member nmke a renmrk 
about helping one's friends. \V ell, he had benn 
fl ve yeal' ··, within a few \VeekR, in ofHce, and hac1 
haflnw,ny opportnnitie~, of helping his friencl:-1 ; 
hnt he could say that there wa.;::; not a :-;inulo 
friend or relation, or hanger-on, that he h~<l 
thmst into the .Public Service in any wcty what­
ever, either prospectively, directly, or in t:tny other 

direction. He heard the hon. member for 
Gyrr1pie, \Vh(l, he wru:; sorry to see \VU~ not in his 
place, remark the other night that the public 
offices were crammed with incapable people; that 
l\fr.Dryschtle andotherscamefrom Victoria. That 
wa3agreatcdrne, of cotu·se. He believed, however, 
that the hem. the Colonial Treasurer had graduated 
in Victoria before corning to the colm1y. He 
(Mr. :Perkins) had been t<'ld the other day aiJont 
a race the hnn. gentlmnan rando\vul3ourke street 
many year:; ago, and he felt very intere8ted in 
the story. The hou. member for Uympie, in 
speakini,\· of Mr. Drystlalc, 8aid he had IJeen 
looking for \vork in Gyrnpie, anJ that ~eerued to 
be all the objection he h:1d to him. He would 
like to ask that hon. member, or any of his 
friends who could speak for him, if he hat! eyer 
looked for work, and if he thought it mry degm­
dation to do so'! He (l\Ir. Perkins) did not 
know whether JVIr. Dryt"clale looked for wmk 
at Gym pie or not ; hut this he did know-that he 
was a very efficient 1md very faithful man. 
There ·wai:l no one in the Public Service who had 
greater experience than l\fr. Drysdale, and he got 
his appointment from him (]\Ir. Perkins) as Corn­
rrlissioner for Lands at Gyrnpie, not through auy 
personal friendship or adn1iration of the man­
because if he (Mr. Perkins) wcmtecl to wreak 
vengea.nce, or have l'eveuge, he had reaRon to 
regm·d him in another light altogether ;-!Jut he 
got the appointment through his (~Ir. l'erkius') 
previous experience of him and his well-known 
ability as an elticierrt officer, and his (l\Ir. 
l'erkins') difl:iculty of getting a more competent 
man to fill the position. \Vhen :i\Ir. lJrystlalc 
got the appointment he (JV[r. Perkins) wns in­
formed by the Hailway Department that they 
could not excuse his services nntil sorne bridge 
works he was watching at the tirne \vere cle~1red 
up. The cuncu}uenc0 wa:< :Ylr. llrysdale had tu 
remain some six months in the ·works Depart­
n1ent supervising smne bridge-building. lie thrm 
entered on his dntie.,, and after he was sorne t\vo 
or three months Land Commi,,.;ioncr at Gyrnpio 
n.nd lVlm·yborough, and after he (IIir. Perkins) 
hatl nwdc seveml attempts to find an eligible 
person to fill the position of Inspector of State 
Forests, and offered it to some men in the Public 
Service whom he thoug·ht wem suitable for it, and 
they declined it, he appointed l\lr. lJry dale 
to th~tt poHition, ·which \Vfc8 one in \Vhieh 
he believed he could f._~·i vo every Rrttisfuctioll. ll_e 
\Vas not going to enter into dHtai~s about what 
that gentlenw .. udid uerfOl'lll there. }[e \V a.:-: l1lE'l'Oly 

answering the hon. InetllLer for t+y1npiu, who 
:clluded to i\lr. Drysdale the other night in a RlJcer­
ingvn.t..y, lxunum he Gt.lll8 frmu Vietorhta,nd got his 
appointment fmm him (l\lr. l'erkins), after he 
ha,d searched in eYery flir~ rtion ho lJOssibly 
could, with the aid of the olticers of the de­
pitrtrnent, and all the information he had at 
his command ; and when he found that at Ja,t 
he had to fall l.mck unwilling·ly npon :Yir. 
Drysdale, and so give him the appuintment, 
he gave it to hiln because he knew he W<-1S the 
motit c;uitable am! competent 1n:1n in the colony 
for the position. Then the present :I Iiuistry 
entered office, and they wer-; scarcely "eated 
there five or :ix: weekti \vheu he got rwtict~ 
of three n:wntlu;;' lf 'uVe of alJRence, which \\'<-tR u.H 
intin1ation to leave. Ffe was quite sure it was 
for l\Jr. llryscL:le's IJnnefit that he should lean' 
the Public Service. l-ie never knew a 111:tn yet, 
who \Vas ·worth anything, in the Civil Sm·\:ice, 
\vho had cmne to hhn to dit:cnss 1uatter:-:., that lit~ 
did not c;ay to hill~, whethe1~ he \Vas a young 1nau 
or a n1an in1nid(lle life, .".In the na.n1e of Uod, 
take s01nething else." }{e hacl never cncmu·agud 
a Inan yet to hang al)(mt in the Civil ServicP or 
to go into the votice or into any of the 
other OCCUlJt:.Ltion::i jn the PnlJlic Service. lie ~,va:-\ 
saying that iu all:::lWBl' tu the hon. lllClltLcr 
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for Gympie, 1\Ir. \VillLm Smyth. How long 
W>to it eine0 that hon. m em 1Jer ha,] left the pick 
and khovel, he should like to know"? He n1ight 
tell him tlmt he w.cs not fit to tie the shoe-string;; 
of :\Ir. Sohn Drvxcblc. who wtt;; " man who 
ermlcl crtrve a \Vi~Y for binL-<elf in thif-l conntry 
or in ally other phtce. I,lke a g-reat nutuy 
of th'~ln, he hrv1 uwt with rcve1·se~. None 
of thcn1 knc1v \vhat \\·as lJeforo tlH'Tll ; :::uHl the 
hon. 1ue1n1Je1· for ( iyntpie had bettcl' l)e-wt:tre, as 
ha did not kno\Y how SI lOll he nlight hnve tH turn 
to the piek ttg>Lin, ttncl :\fr. 1 Jrysdale am! him>elf 
might change pht·C.. He l1elienod that in jus-
tice he ought to what he lmtl sa it! for~\] r. 
]),T;clale, hecnuc;c, all the ofllcer;; in the Lantlx 
])epartinent, pnttiug aside ~t few in the head 
offic0 in Brisbane, l\J r. Dr.\ ;rlale wae one of the 
1nost industri.ons and effic.;ient. llc.~I_Jecting ~lr. 
:J)reYir, he ne eel say no rnor-:.: about tha,t ge11tle:nnn. 
He had beenscrntinisr;cl am! criticised qnite closely 
enough. Even if the Bill were carried, he did not 
think Jl.fr. Drew wnnltllm :e much rea"m to lJe 
thankful to the introtlucer of it for his intended 
kindne·s, and he wm1ld probably have preferred 
that the matt•n' ha< l Leeu delayed until some 
other time. If they only lmc"' that i.lr. Drew 
would become an ofllcer of both Houses, and 
of both sides as he pretended to be-lmcl they 
only the assnmnce that he wae an impartial 
oftlcer (Jf the 1-Ionse snpervi~·dng' the {inanoi;~l 
aff:1irs of the country, seeing the pnUlic accounts 
andited and the lmsin.··s jJroperly transact• ·J­
he believed not one \Vorc1 \Vnn1d be said a.ga.in',t 
the Bill. But for the reasor1s he had given, he 
would have to vote against the clause. 

2\Ir. JOltDAN Side! henmstsay, in expbnation, 
that if he h:1cl ;;aid that he h<1ll written letters to 
the nmv~qJalJGrs dndng the tirne the late Govcrn­
rnent were in office, he rnnd.c a rnistake. Jfc 
;.;hould ha.ve saicl the fonner Governn1ent~-he 
alluded to the Liberal party. He 1m"t add that 
once or twice he had wl'itten to the papers while 
the la,te Gnvernn1ent were in pcnver, bnt it wn:-5 
at their request. He had written two a1'ticles 
on the ~farri>cge Bill which was intended to h>eve 
been brought before the Honoe by Sir Artlmr 
l'almer; but those articles were written at t!J,.,t 
gentleman's reque.9t. Re vvrmld like to add, 
that he had never been pc;id a single farthing fer 
any article which he h:td ever written to any 
periodical during the n.ftr en y~ Il.,l."l he had b•;Ul 
in the Public Senice, either lly the Uovernment 
or by the proprietor of the paper. 

Mr. PE1{KIJ'\S asked, if the hon. member 
for South Briebane c.1id tluct Sir Artlmr l'ahner 
had employed him to vnite those artide;;? 

~.Ir. JORDAN said he did not •.ay that Sir 
Arthur Palmer had employed him to write the 
articles, but he bad written two articles on the 
Marriage Bill which that gentleman had in­
tench d to bring before the HonHe, at hi,, request, 
or perhavs he shnn]d sa.y with his pennbsion--lt 
1night have been with his penni~sion. ~ir Arthur 
p,1lmer, at all enuts, distinctly anthori··ed him 
to "tite them, and he could produce the articles 
now, and Sir ... \rthnr Paln1er \Vonlcl bear out 
what he said. He had been prcyiously accused 
o£ writing to the lKtpen;, and had spoken to Sir 
Artlmr l'ahnet a Lout it, ant! that gentlonmn had 
~a.id, "You neeclnot den;y it : I know yon are 
incapable of doing··"'·" He meant by that that 
he wa.s incapa.ble of doing so in the Hen se referred 
to lJy smue hou. gentl8lnLn oppo::;ite. 

Mr. 1\IA.CitO::-.SAX said he must hanJ been a 
ITI8lnber of the <J-overninent at the ti1ne \\·hieh 
the hon. membnr referred to. when he said 
that Sit Arthm· l'<clmer hmf a .keel him to 
write tho·,e article~. Ile 1night say that 
he thon{..;-ht it a \cry wron,~· thi.nn· for 
any Uovet'lllll811L to do. If th('Y conl;l nnt, 
by' ,my other mean;, than by Clll['loyin;; Civil 

:-;erv~Lnt~ to ·write to the paper.), get their policy 
printed through the papers, they ho.d better h1n·e 
nu policy at all. lie, for one, }JrotcKtecl ag:tin:-;t 
a11y GoYCI'llHH ntcloill~· anythiu.~ of the kln(l. Jle 
had cert>Cinly been uo pttrty to mrythin:c;· of tl1e 
kind, and he knew of it;-:; lJeing tlone, tba.t 
evenin~·, for the fin;t ti1ne. 

<)ncotinu-That clause 1 stand part of the 
Dill-put and rmssetl. 

Cl:cuse 2 put ancl paesecl. 
On the motion of the COLOXL\L Tln<:A­

SUJCK!~, the CHAJILIL>N loft the chair and re­
porter] the Hill to the H m"e with<lllt nnwnrllllent. 

The report was adopted, "ncl the third rmding 
of the Bill made an Order of the lJay for to­
lnorro\v. 

J':LECTIOXS AND C/'C ALH'ICATIOXS 
CU.\LUITTEE. 

The PRK:\IIRll said that a question vms 
rai.sed at an mulier J>Ortiou of the day with 
respect to the constitution of the Cmnmittee 
of Elections and Qualifi.ca,tions, a.nd :-:mne 
doubt ,,.·as ::mg:-;e.:;tetl as to ~.~ hether the existiJig 
n1en1bers, whose reHignation'-' were rqJorted by 
the Speaker tlut da:·, would be compeknt to 
ar:t pen{ling the three daj s nfter the Speaker hnd 
laid on the bble his warrant for appointing their 
sue cet~i')Orf:l. L-:-pun conHidera,tion, lw thought there 
conld be no doubt U] >rm the questi<>ll. lt y, :\S 

quite inlp08sjb1e that any new lnelullerf:l conld. he 
appointed, or that the wartant for their appoilit­
ment coultl take effect as an appointment until, 
in the wonls of the statute, three clays harl elaspecl 
after the warra11t was laid upon the table. On 
the other hand, it \Yas provided by another 
section of the Rt'd:;ute that the rcr-:ignation of 
1nen1ben; frnHl the cmnrnittce s1wnlcl not take 
effect until their mccf""ors were rrppointefl. Lt 
was very d<J.sirabk tlmt their ap1miutment shonld 
b"') 1nnJe at once, a,;.:, it was illlportant that there 
should be no unneces>"'ar~7 del:.1,y, as he beliPYed 
th.e committc; had fmther work to do. He''-·" 
speaking llOW IJarticular}y in reference to '\·hat 
hncl fallen fmm the le:>der o£ the Opposition that 
nfternotm as to the nudesirt:tbility of the connuitt~.:c 
proceedin~· while not completely cn11otituted. [f 
the Speaker laid his \Y<.nTant for the :1ppointinent 
of the suCi ,J~:_.-;or;::; of the rnen1 her::; of the Cdllllllittec 
'vho haLl re."igned upon the ta,l>le thu,t eYening, 
there would be tu-nwrrow, Frid:".yl and Tnr -:du': 
a. three days upon which his w:trrant would lie 
upon the table of the HmLBo. ThcnewmemlH;rs 
conlJ lJe ~\vorn on \V ednestla.y next, an cl a. 'n~~ek 
only would elapse before they could enter npon 
their cluties. If that cmu· c >~·ere not f,,llowed it 
would practically mean a delay of another week 
If the warr:tnt Wf\S laid upon the t:tble that 
evenh1g, it would n1ake ;~ diffe1·enc~ uf a \Yeek in 
the proceedings of the cmunlittee ; H .. nd, as he h,td 
pointed out, no Jifiicnlty could arise. }Ie there­
fore would nwve, without notice, as a rnatter of 
privilege:~ 

That, in the opillion of tlri:-: lionf'r }lr. R110akcr sllon1d 
fortln\'ith lay npon the tahle his \Yarrant, nolnin;lt ing 
two 'illl 1nber~ of tllc Committee of }~lcctJons and Quali­
fieatious, in place of the mcmhers whose resignation 
has been reportc·1 to ihi~ IIons.J. 

Qnestion put and passed. 
The SPEAKEH, in accordance with the rv'l­

lution, laid on the table his warrant for the 
appointment of two members in place of those 
who had rcc;igned. 

CHINESE BDHCHcA~TS HE<ll'L"\.TTUX 
ACT O:F U:/7 A;'.lEND:.\IK:-\'1' BILL-. 
CO:.\DIITTJ~E. 

On the nwtion nf the .P llE~IIJ~R 1 the Hou~e 
went into Counnittco to consider this Dill in 

1 detail. 
I'rc,tllllJle pu tpuucd, 
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Clause 1-" Act to Le read with 41 Vie., :1\o. 
8 ···-·put ttnd ptts.,ed. 

On chw;e 2-" ltepeal of sections 3, G, and 7 of 
principal Act"-

The l'JU~;\[lEJC snid that cbuse :> in the 
principal Act provided fm· the mnnlwr of Chinese 
tlmt a shipmi:.;ht c trry; chtw;e 6 providetl that 
a. certificate :-:hould be given a.s a receipt for tho 
.no pnicl ; and cbnse 7 provided for return of 
the money on the departure of the Chinese from 
the colony. 

Clanse put and passoc.L 
On clause 3-" Ships not to carry more than 

one Chine1:1e 1nts:':lenger for every fifty tons 
re~.;jt:iter "-

The PKEllliEil sC~id that on the seconrlread­
ing of the Blll there '\ d~ a good deal uf clit:cu~:::iion 
(lJl thi~ clalJse, and Monw llo11. HH~1ubers were of 
opinion tlw.t it wrt:-5 not :·mtficil~nt]y :--.:•were. l-Ie had 
not then taken the opp(utnnity, when ~pc::tkin:-;· a 
~ econd ti111e, of gi \'illg' the n~aKnn;-; \Vbich the Uo\'­
t'I'llltlL~nt h;ul for thinking that the jll'n\·biow; of 
1 hat Kecti1 11t wero prefer~thle to those a,dopted 
in ::'\ cw Ciunth \Vales :wd Victoria. ln thm;e 
col11llil'K the nn1nber of Chinese conling in ::-;hipK 
waK liutitu(l to one for o\·ery hnndred b1n...-, 
and the poll-tax"'" £10. Those WPrc the most 
:.it:Yerc laea~HJ'es pa:-;sed in the A ustra.lian colonies 
11p to the JH'eNent ti1ne <l...g'<Lin:-;t the infinx of 
ChineKC. There \Y,t:-; this dltference ,,·ith rt->pect 
to QneelJ;..:,LLnd, v;hich infineuccd the Uovennuent 
to a. great extent in nmldngthe nwdification they 
had done. The re,;trictiouH on coming· hy shi pe 
<1ppea.red to he a llU:ttter of pal"'isage 1none.v; and 
he took it that practically it wonld be ten times 
as ditlicult fm the Chinese to come muler 
this Bill a.s it wa;-; before. The di:.;tinctiou 
between Qneenslancl an cl New South \Vales 
awl -Victm·ia waK that there wa...; a, consider­
aiJle trade between EC~stern portR and A ns­
tralia, \rhich he '""' sure they did not wish 
to discourage, except as regarded the Chinese. 
Th<•se ship" sailed from Hongkong, called ttt two 
or three of the Northern portR, nnrl then carne on 
to BriNhane, ~ydney, and :;\Ielbonrne. 1\Tow the 
prohilJition waR against thmn having Chinet:~e on 
Lo:Lrd, whether a~ pn...;...;enger.s for lltwcukland or 
not; anr1 as the present section _provided that no ship 
slwuld. hnve n1ore than one Chinauuu1 fnr oYery 
fifty tons reg-i.,tcr, that mc,mt that ltneensbnd, 
where the firot ports of call were, would prohibit 
nwre than that nurnher con1ing to all ~\ustralirL, 
including Sydney and :\f elbourne. 'There \Yas con­
siderable tmflic between Honglwng and Syclncy 
and Melbourne, and the pasoenger tmffic would 
he continued ; they coulcl not prevent it; bnt if a 
Khip wa,t; 1,000 ton::) regi~tcr, she could only ca,rry 
thirty Cl1inet:e paRsen~ert:~ for any part of Australia. 
Pmctically, therefore, the number of Chinese 
who would corne here would not exceed ten or 
twelve by every ship. Onr position was different 
to that of 1:\ydney amlJ\IelLuurne, ""they clicl not 
want to pre,·ent a ~hip coming into Queensland 
ports r--ilnp]y becn:uc e .she had Chine;:;e pa...s.sengt?l'S 
for Sydney and .l\Ielhonrne on hoard. He thought 
thepropooed restriction would Le sufficient to keep 
the Chine~e ont, !tlld the dep,utnres would, he 
felt ,me, more tlmn Labnce the arriYals. There 
w:ts another reason why he did not care to adopt 
the extrerne 'e'iews advocated hv son1e hon. 
n·entlemen : He was anx ions that the Bill should 
\'.e one to which it mmld not be difficult to get 
the lloyal as.,cnt. He did not think there would 
be any ditficnlty, judging horn the hi~t<H'Y of the 
prt>duuK __ Act, in gettiHt-r the ar;sent tn a Bill 
.fuunecl on the mwlerate lines of the present Bill, 
altho.ngh its actual operation n1ight not lle so 
mocleratc. He appmhended there woultl be no 
ditl-iculty in :-;ccurin:.: the Hnyal as~Pnt tn the BiH 
<l, it :~tr'(ltL whcl'eu~. if they were Lo adopt ,t 

n1ea,.,ure lrhich 1ni~bt be in forrn 1nore pro-

hibitive there wonlcl be considerable difficulty. 
He hnperl tlmt the proviswns of the clmmc, which 
was the only one about \Yhich there wao a 
difference of O]linion, would Le acce]ited. 

1\Ir. }L\.CROSSX:'\ >mi<l the hon. gcntleJUan 
a,t the hoa,d of the Govennnent had given three 
rcn:;ons why the proYi~ionf-l of the Bill should not 
l1e mat le more otrictthau they ere, and he would 
analyse those three reasons and ,;hem- that they 
were falhtcious. The firc;t nmson that the hon. 
ll1fnnber gaYe was that by the prndsions of the 
Bill it would be ten times harder for a 
Chinanwn to con1e he1·c than a,t pre:-:;ent. He 
:-;l1onltl like the lwn. geutlernan to say how lw 
arrived at tlmt conch1sion. A Chinmnan cost J:l) 
10s. in pa~ . ..;a,ge ll101H~Y to cmne to the colony :J.t 
pre,,eut, a.n(l l1e or :-;mnenne els: had to pay £10 
llO\Vll before h~ cunlrlland. llul the hem. f.:·entle­
lllall tell hiu1 that the pas.'-'.q . .,·e rnoney \nnd• l 
'''ccerl £1i'): IV:t' that what he meant by making 
it tell tiuws hm·~lel' for a Chlnmnan to land here? 
That wa,; all utterly fallacions ar•cmueut. IV!ty, 
the 13ill won1cl JtnL 1uake the pa . ..;::-;agc Inmwy ;tny 
~·r·ortter. It won1d co:-:t 110 nwre to ln·iu~:; Len 
(_jhina1ncn hete in a :-,hip Hnder the Bill tha11 it. 
did nt prc~e11t, hecant;c it nnt~t l)e renleJuher~efl 
that the Chin:uucn fed theut:-;dn_,(5 on lHlard E;hlp, 
:m<l tlmt the tfi 10.,. nilllply represented a deck 
pas~age. rrhe hulL .!;·cntll'lllaJ1 fol·~·ot that pent of 
the tntnsaction. Th<tt arguuwnt ,\·as, thcrefol'e, 
diHpose(l of. The ne~:t rea~ml given wa,\ th:tL 
ther·e was a con;.;icleralJle trade between H_ong­
kml"' and thiH colony and the other eoloniu~, 
whi~h the Pre1nier wa11ted to ]H'( ,erve. He 
(J\h. :\lacrosnn) had no tlesire to injnre the 
tncde frow China or any\Yhcre else, bnt he 
\Vonld not det<ire to preserYe trade if it inter­
feretl with hi~ indina,tion to preYent Chinnn1en 
cmning to the colony. The hon. gentlernan\; 
argnment on that p(liut wou1cl uot hold water. 
The Bill could be amended w as to prennt 
Chinalnen cmninu to Qneen::;]and altogether, mHl 
there could be t:l no danger a, bout Chinmnen 
landina along the cl)af-lt if the offic;crs of Custonu·; 
did th~ir duty. They could, of C01H6e, corlle 
oyer from Adolai<lo___.the ::\' orthern Territory-­
very easily; lmt, -.;olong astheCovernnJentofticer:-; 
dirl theit· duty, they could not land at any port of 
(lueenslnnd fnnn ve~t'els pa:-;::;ing down the coa~t. 
lie cmue now to the third reaH<m, and he thought 
t]rtt that wal-l not rnuch stronger than the re.-;t; 
in fact, the hon. gentlen1an had got it into hi:-; head 
tha,t the Chinefo:;e \Vere not f-:;0 dm1gerons as son1e 
people Lolienotl them to l1e. How he got that idee< 
into hi' head, he (J\Ir . .l\Iacrossrrn) did not know. 
It could not be from the hon. gentleman's oWJl 

expetiencc ; it cunld not be from the experience 
of the people of the c<>lony ; and it could not be 
frmu the e-xperience of the Anwricnus, who Hpnke 
the s::trne language rmd b<:longed to the :mme rac;e 
as they did themselYes. It was ridiculous tn 
suppose that Chinarneu were not so chtnp;eron:s a.s 
coolie,, or kanakas. He contende<l that they 
were nw1·e dangerous than coolies, and certainly 
rnore dangerous thau kanakas, be ea n:-;e the 
Chinese \Vere able to compete with their own 
people, and that was where the great danger was. 
The argument ahra.ys was and ahvays had been 
that the Chine.se were too much for the white man, 
and could live upon too little. As he h:cd 
pointe<l out the other da:;-, from. the teport _pre­
sented to the Senate of America, the Chm<"e 
could live upon a pittance which would stan-e 
the white man out, and if it came to .1. matter of 
cmnpetition the white 1nan 1nn~t go t(J the 
\ntll. So from as there Leing an incrC"'e of the 
pa:-:~ni;e money under tha.t Bill, there \Vonld not 
be "single i>trthing of increase. \Vlmt \\·as the 
inerua~e(l co:-:t to the Chi11muen? Tt wrt:s r-;inq>ly 
tlw ]foJl-ta'-:. ;utd there \\'tlll]d lJe no ~~th~:l' 
inu·"·' -eel c•l,t under the Bill. .\ ,, he lmt! '''·'d 
beforE; on the second rt.aclin;:;) a kanaka cost 
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J?3l to bring here. The pbnters >Yere wil­
ling· t<> l"'Y ±::10 for a eoolie ; and there­
fore thL·y wen~ h~aving the door open for 
a11y lllllnher of Chinmnen to cou1e into the 
country if the Bill Jl""'"'l into l:cw, aud the 
planter." wo11ld lo:-;e nothing by it. It ,,·oul<l 
eo~t the1n ::tctnally .tl or £2 ]e.-;sver head to Lring 
~n Chiwuuen under the l)ill than it co:-;t to briug 
1n kanaka:-;1 and there could be no fJllE ,tion th;tt 
the plautcm; would ln·ing- tlwm if thlly werL tmt 
to it. They were told that the l'olyllcc;ians >Yere 
not so plentiful nnw a:-; they n:-::e<l to lw, and 
tlmt that was an a<lclitional r·ea."m why the 
1 >lanV~l':-i wonld t3,ke ad\ ant;_t,gt-> of th8 pro·;i:-;i()n.-.; 
of the proposed ne1v .Act. Two thou:-;and Nix 
hnrH1red Chinese C<-11118 into the colony la,st yenr, 
lend he cuntewlecl thcct the llill umst l>e put into 
such a :5hape a:-; tn les:-;en the ten1ptation to 
the pl:tntcrs to impmt those people. Onr 
position wa.s v·ery {liHnrent to that of the nthe1· 
colonitJ:-:. :I\tl one wi-.;hc{l to intl'tldncc CltilH'>"O 
into Victori:t. or I\l'W Sonth \\r<tle:-; in gn~at 
lllllllhett-i; <tnd :t.n)·rme who I'Ca<l the llC\\'>"JlHPL'rs 
Clntlrl secth<tt the CJJinnmen \vhowent to Vietorin. 
under the one-man-to-100-ton condition :1,11d the 
flO poll-tccx pcticl their own pas,,,'\·e money. 
They were uot ilnpm'ted there for an.Y ,-.;peci;_lJ 
work ; lmt in (lneen~land there \Y81'8 capitalist~ 
who had \V ode lmt no lalJOnn.Ts, an(l there \\as 
n special inclncmnent to L1·ing- Chinese to the 
colony in ht.rge gn.ng·s. They h<Mll)etter ;:-;toll the 
evil in tin1e, and >Yith th:tt view he intende1l to 
HHlVe an a1nt~ndnle11t. As he JH)inted m1t the {)ther 
night, the HUmber of Chine~e in ( ~ueen.-la.n(L v. as 
greater in proJ •ortiou to the !Jnpnlation than in the 
lTnited States ; and there wn::.; consequently rnnch 
grcnter da.lJ·;·el'. }[e propo~ed that after the 
word "evm·y" in the 3rcl line of thL'. cl::tn~e thu 
\Vord:-:; '"two hundred a.ud" be in~erted. That 
wonl<l limit the munber of Chine'e broug-ht to 
the colony to one for eYery 2;J0 ton::;. 

J\Tr. CHrBB Haid he ha,] an ame,Hhneut to 
Jn·OJlllRC which >·-·ou];l come earlier than that of 
the hon. rue1nl1er for Tovvn:-;ville. The l~t line 
of the clau~e ~·::tid, " lf a.11y Ye:-;;:-;el shall arri \'8 a,t 
any 1 •ort in Ql1eeusbncl "; but it was po>isible tlmta 
vet:,....;el nlight arrive nn the shore~ nt a place 
which could uot l>e cctlle·l a port, :end it was 
:t(t vi~alJle to in::>ert ~m ne word tn con;r ::~nch a 
case. The word "pmt'' was not defined in the 
Bill; bnt iu the ::\ avigation Act it w.ts defined 
to Ue "any port, h;n·bonr, lutYen, rnach:tcad, 
cha.nnel, IHt vigablt.~ <.:l'eek, or l'i vet in Queenslan(]," 
:tlH! he doubted whether that delinitiou conl<l he 
made to apply to the wnnl in the Bill Lefore the 
Committee. He thought it advisable, therefore, 
thctt t.he Bill shouhl contain a definition of the 
wuni "port." He woul<lmove that >efter the word 
"port," in the 1st line of the cbl~o.;e, the words 
" or place" be inserted. 

The CHAIRi\Li.K : Does the hon. member 
for Toww-;ville withd1·aw hi~ a1nendn1ent;, 

Mr. MACH OSSA:\: I withdmw my >emend­
ment to allow the auu;mlmeut of the hou. 
member to be put. 
(lue~tion- 'That the words pr<>posed to be 

inserted be so inserted--put. 
The PUEi\ITEil said ho did not see what 

would l>e the benefit of the amendment. A ship 
::.::tiling· down the coa~t 1uight be ~aid to l1e in a, 
"plnce" in Qneen~la,nd, a111l a shin conld not ~ail 
frmu Torre:-; Str::Lit.q to .Syclnev k without gniug 
th~·ough Queen~lantl water;..;. ~'\o foreign-going 
:-:}up eonld cn11w to au,y 1 nu·t of Clneen.sla.ucl for 
the purpo~e of la.udiug anybody without g·oing tn 
a port, and whctt they >Yantecl wa' to preYent 
Chinese innnigrnnts l>eing litlHled illegally. 

::\Ir. ::\lOH.EHEAD sai<l he thought the w0rd 
"l'oad~,tead'' in thP- dcfiniUnn of the word" ll!ll't'' 
woulll CIJ\ t_'r .'\,n~v pLH~oa.t whiclt a ~dtip 11light land 
l"'"·sen;:·er,, \Yilh resctrd t,, lheamemhuentof the 

hnn. 111e1nl)er for Town~ville, the I'remiersaid th:1t 
the cnlo11y did uot \'·ant tu lof'e its E<t~tern 
trade, lmt ctt the •<,cmc time he wonl1l do all he 
conlll to Jlrt'\"Ullt thu intl'(ldnctinn of the Cbiac",P. 
He (~.lr. :\lorehead) tlwll:.;ht tlw IJec;t way to clo 
that wonl(l h!~ to ;_u__:cept the hon. nleiuLcr for 
To\Vll~Yille:~ n.mmHlnwut 1 which \\'dlllt.1luake the 
clrtu:-:'e ftLr 1nnre l"tl·in~\·ent th<t.ll it was at prc:-::ent, 
and the nwre :-;tring~.,;ut the better. Tlw inten­
tion of the Connnittee w,ts tndo all thev cuuld tn 
ket'p Chine;:-;e out of the colonv, :tnll .he would 
:-;nppm't the cl<1U.'- ·if it were Intv.ln entirely pn)R 
hillit.in~. 'To th;lt. thr -fluperial Uovernlll(·llt 
cnnld uot t > a Bill umta.ining ~nch a, 
chtu.-.;e \:·:.Ls .~·.imply \Vind. lf th<' C<ll()uie~ deeided_ 
that they \\·onld not lJ<.~n) Clline.;o the Intperia.l 
(i-oYCI'1lllltlllt would not be likely tu dLt.nd in the 
wav. 

).Ir. CH1~Tr!\ with theprnni· . ..;ion oftheCorn­
lHittee, withdrew hi~ <tulelHhtu'ut. 

Thl~ a1uewllllent of l\J r. ~\I acros:--all l•cC'~Lme 
therefore tlw <lnu,-...:tion bef(•l'C tlte Couunitte<..'. 

The 1'1(1<::\UI<;J:, said the d[udof the ]'~'"i"'""l 
mnendnwnt of the h(lll. lllUillbt~r for TowlJNYille 
on the large :..;hipping trade \\·hiell had ~pnm·;· up 
between Chintt. and ..:\.n~tr,dia \\"<lllhl l>e to pre­
vent tho:-~e :..;hip~ fron1 emnin~~· into auy of the 
queeusla.nd port~. A\t lll'CNCllt the colony g"ot it.s 
te-n (lireet frmu Chiwt 1 aud it wo\ll(l lm worNe 
th:tu folly to de:-:ti·oy ::t \ e,ry lucrative ::tlld va.In­
alJle bmuch of tr:ule. Indc,,<l, the late (;ovent­
JHeHt thought bO hic;hly of it a:-; to ren1it in f;_tvmn· 
of tho:::.;e ve~~els celtain port a.nfl light due:-..:. 
Thmse . ...;hip~ a.l way~ c;_t.rricJ pa.:--Hengers, and \Ya.s 
it worth whilt"', for the ."'ake of twent:v" or 
thi1ty Chiumnen-the nmxiutnlll llUllllJer in 
moc;t deotnn- that tra<le? Thn 
111atter 1nnst looked,_ at fnnn all 1wil1t,-.; of 
Yie'L lt h;ul been s:cicl th,tt ther·e were sen'ral 
capita.li~ts detenuined to iutroduce China.nwn 
iltto tlll~ colony in large llUllllJ,-,ts fo1· plantati(ln 
work; 1mt, :wcon1ing to the staternent of the 
hou. 111endH~r for .:\1 a.ckay, that would Le etfec­
tn<tlly J>n>l1ibitml l>y the clause as it stood, be­
eau~e the 1m·ge··t ~·t~:~:..;els ennld not cal'ry lllOl'!~ 
than twenty or thirty p:1~senger;-;. Suppo~·dll;_.;-
1~0 Chin::tllJ8ll were iutported during the yeru·, 
\Yhct.t \\·a,_, it'? The nu1nl)e1· who went away la;-;t 
year wa,; '"·er 1,000. "\n attempt h<ed alre;cdy 
heen 111atle to introduce a.gricnltnr::tl Chinanwn 
horn Hnngkong, under a s1 !CCial ~tgree1nent 1 t~ > 

work nncler a bo'-ls Chinmua.n; bnt when they 
reached (/neenobml the Chirmmen repudiated 
their· agreeJllent . ....;, a11d said theyw{n1ld \\'{n·k f(n·the 
cnrrent \\·agt·,,. They di1l ::-o, a.nd the pcr:..;ou~ 
who ilJl}JOl'ted them were sn f;ick of their venture 
that tllc-y were not likely to try it on again. 
That was the history, np to the present time, of 
the ~t.ttellJ}•t to in1port Chin::unen nn<ler a hm;s 
China1nan. }Iib desire ,,~a.s to keep Chin:tlllen 
out by f:lmne practical lllL'<LllS which \vonld not 
\Vork to the in.inry of the ohippiug trade Letwecn 
the twn eonntrie:->. 

J\lr. :\IOlLEHK-\.lJ said the lwn. g·entleman. 
had lmsed his cctknbtions on YesselN of 1 .. 100 
tons register, ou board which thirty Chlna.J,nen 
rnjght be carried l.Jy the clu.ut;e n:;-; it sto(Hl, and 
six under the amend meat of the hon. memuer for 
Town~,\ ill e. The ]JaS>".l'2_.'e rnoney, they harl been 
told, """" Jo:(i 10.,., whieh wonhl Le mtrl!cJ by the 
owner~ of the ve~:-;el.....;. rrhat wax to tlay tha.t, 
under the cbn:;e as printed, the ship would earn 
£]!)!) as agaiust Jo::)!l that m>nld J,e eame<l by 
the1n if the mnenllntellt \\'el·e fLclopted. The ho11. 
g-entleman told thelll the trade bel\\ een the 
colonieN and China. wonld be t:topped for a llta .. t~ 
ter of fl61i. The thing >ms too ab:;urd. They 
did not \mnt to ,;cotch the introcluution of China­
lltPll i11tu thec1•1ony, hut to kill it, <lllrl thc1t c:nll1<1 
11est be d<Jtle lw tlte alut:nlhuent of th~:; h1n1. HH::.!H 

ber fur Town::. ·~.-illt:. 
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The PltE:\IIErr said the hon. gentlemn,n harl 
llli:::>tulderstond his argu1nent. L ncler the anlend­
nlent, vm.;:-;els can·yi11g nwre than six Chine·w 
pass<m:o:m·s wonld not he able to euter (~nccnsLilld 
ports n,\1. There w;~c; a trade with 
thn other colonies which they not interfere 
with, and the elfeci; of the amendment wonld he 
thn,t onr tea wonlcl bo trt,ken on to Sy(lnev and 
then ~ent back to QnLJl1~·detnd. 

:\!r. 1\L'cCROSSAN saici the rnmuly was a 
vEry ... ;i.Tnple one-it let the Chinese p<H-
:-;nui:·cr.c.; go to ~\~ew \Vales .<-1nr1 -Victoria-, 
and to prevent thent landing-. In (~ueeu:-;]a:td. 
The hnn .. ~~·r~ntleln:tn SI t'lllCd to think 1t alanrn11g 
th:tt Chin:i:illGll ou board·- hould no~ be allowed to 
land in tho colony. ])id he Ull'<:tll to tell hhn 
that if they Jl'"'scecl the amendment, they would 
get no rnul'e tea. and uho\v-ch~rw fn)n1 China ? 
The thing was ridic',1lon::;. 'Vhen the A_lnerican 
Uovernnwnt :--.topped the introduction of Chinese 
under a punalty (Jf 500 dollar::; fu1: every pas~enger 
bmle<l on any part of the Amenc'm coa-t, there 
waR ~t trade worth between six D,ncl seven rnillion 
dolln,rs between the western coast of Amer·in 
a11(l China. The An1erican Govern1nent did 
not consider the interects of the stumships 
or the sten,mship owners. They knew the n1rgo 
trade would ~till go on between the t·wo cout~trie;::;, 
lmt tlwv stopped the pa.'",,~en~er tr;l.Clo f' 11tlrely; 
.and Ninc;e they h~'Lrl stoppe(l it, he had not he.:tt•d 
of any clin1inution i1~ the carr~-~ing trc~;l~. If the 
hon. •renth~uu1n w:l> l:io tender <-~bout Cnn1ese p:ts­
f--:eng~~·s going- to New .t3onth \:v·[th.·; or Vic~oria, 
it 1nig·ht be got oYer hy accepting lns snggestlon of 
inNrl~ting the word:"i "Chines3 passeng1~l'.S intended 
for Queensl~tnd." He knew the hon. gentlernan 
conld do it if he chose. He wn,s willing to with­
t!raw his amendment and let the hon. the 
Preu1ier in~ert one to thn.t effect. 

The Pl~E:\I1E re mid he lm<l omitted to notice 
that argnment uf the hon. gentlemccn. \Vhat 
was necr 'ary was, that they shun! cl provH.Ie 
~orue stnnnlm~v n1odc of (1iscovering whether the 
law was obey(;~l or not. 'rhe rna,ohinery providecl 
fnr "\n>rking 'out tha,t ::-;chcnlc wa.'::l contained in the 
2nd cbnse of the pri>:cip.:J Act. 

·• The Illa~t( r of every Yl ,:-;el having- Chinw<: on boanl 
shall. immc(liatel~r 011 l~i~:trriYal froni lwyond the eolony 
in any port of tlle eolony awl hufore m ;_kiu;..; any entry 
at. the Cnstom~, delivt~r to t,Jw colL:ct oo: or otlH;r vrincipal 
oflin r of Cn...:tomR, a li~t ol' f;lU'h Cllitlf"·'· ~w~cifying the 
nam(\ the of birth, the appurenL age, th(; ordinar_y 
plaee of the place an l 1hte of ::;hipmcnt, and 
the eaJhng or or~•mpat ion of each snch f'hin"-"8. And. 
for ea eh default herein. :-melt master sil<.Llll.Je liable to a 
pmwlty not exceeding £200. '' 

\Vhen a :;hip .trrived there,. ere t·wo things which 
conlcl l1e easily ,,.,ccl'tained. The tonnage of the 
:;hip could he >-een by the ship's Jmpers, and the 
nn1nber of Chinese could b,: obtained by count~ 
ing. Those wm·e two .:dllllJle things, and if the 
nu1nber of ChineHe was t)Tcater than the n1nnber 
a.nthorise(l ll:v the registered tonnage, there \vas 
an offence. J..f they agTf-2(1 to the :::tlnenchnent of 
tlle hon. rnen1ber fnr 1 .. \nvnsville, the door \Vould 
lle opened for rtn ev,l·.ion of the htw in the 
Nimple"t JlORsible m'wner. There would be three 
Chineqe in tender! to land in C,lueensland, and 200 
1nore to lnnd in Sydney. They woultl change 
their mind, and lnnci as they came down the 
conHt, :'Lncl the authorities conltl not prevent 
them. They conk! not enter into the mind of the 
ca,ptain and sec wlu t'e the 111cn '"'ere intended 
to land, as they woulcl all he shipped for ::lydney 
or X CW Zenla,nd, or perhaps for K 8\V c::..·aiuea. 
No better scheme had been rlevi'_.ed than the one 
in the 1\ct, th"t the offence Nhonlcl be in the 
number of Chinmncn lJeing gn .. ...tter than \'.ras 
a.ntlwrised l}y rugistcl'etl tonnage a.ccortling 
to the , \et. cl id not know nf any other 
practica l1le .·;chctne. _\_ :::niullwry rule for dealing 
\l'ith .,ucb ea •es wa. ahi·"Y·" foullll the beot, 

Mr. HAMILTOX .•.aid that the first reason 
<riven by the Prenl1er for not 1naki.ng his n1easnre 
~wre re.strictive wa.s iu direct variance \Vith his 
public statement',, in which he stated that they hctd 
the pmcer to den,) with the matter as they liketl. 
The exmnple of othec coloni•es ,howe<l them that 
thev could n1a.ke the n1easure nwre restrictive 
n,m{ stilllmve the Hoy,.,l as,··mt, because both in 
Victoria and X ew South \\-ales the reotrictions 
-.,vith l'\. ga.rd to tonnage ,,·ere jnst double those 
thev had, although China wa) nearer to 
Qn~onsland th,1n the other colonies, and the 
induce1nents for persons to ol1tain Chine.' ·3 were 
much grentcr than they were in the other 
colonies. J-le could not 0ee tho force of the 
statement that hecn,m'e there was a direct tl\•klo 
between China and Queensland which it was 
de·imble to preRerve, thn,t the restrictions shnuld 
not be increa.:-:;ed. The trade was sirnp1y a 
freight tracle, ~"tnd if the .Prmnier's nrgume~1t were 
to hold fruod, it would be an argurncnt ag::nnst any 
restriction heing pla.cctlnpon the introduction of 
Chinese. ThP re.'::ltrictions which the hem. nimnber 
for Towm;·ille hatl Jn·oposed to place upon the 
introduction of Chinese, would not affect the 
freight tr ,de 11ny more than the. restriction pro­
p<Jsed by the Premier. He d1d not cons1~er 
it (lesirable to pre:::;erve the passenger traffic. 
Another 'n"ument was. th:1t a certain planter 
h::td rnatle a.~~ arntl!genH~nt with Chinese in Hong­
kong, and that those Chinese had repudiak<l 
their agreenu.:nt; tha.t there wa~ therefore no 
drtm-Ter frmu their int>nning. Such argument 
was

0

ahsurcl. He agreed with the hon. member 
for Townwille, in the remarks he made the 
other night, that one Chinaman in the colony 
was a Chinaman too rnuch. 

Mr. CHUBB said he would like to point out 
thctt when the first case in connection with Chi" 
nese corning to QueenHland in exceRsive nu1nbers 
w:ts before the Supreme Court, the very question 
raLed by the le,1rned counsel who appeared £or 
the owners of the ship was that the meaninc; of 
the \t',Jrds "ChinE.., . ..;e passenger.-;" nnder the :-3rd 
section referrerl to Chinese passengers for 
Queensland. The <lifficulty was pointed ont 
that the Premier hac! refel'l'Cd to-thlet it woulrl 
be quite cmnpctent for these Chin.ese to. l1n 
booked for I\Ielbm.1rne, ~.,ncl, after hrtving arnvcd 
n,t the fir ot port of c.tll in Queensland, to land in 
the colony. There was no law to compel a man 
to p;o on.' He dill uot see how the difficulty 
cm{!rl he «ot over. There was no doubt that 
there wa~ a u~tnt;er; bnt it lnight be over~ 
con1e by in·.,erting the word.-; "for t~ueensJand." 

Mr. NORTOK said he conld not quite uncler­
stC~nd the objection taken by the hon. the PreJUier 
with regard to the proposal, because nnderthe !"X lot· 
ing arrange1nents the matter was rnade ~1:::; s1n1ple 
as po ,,ible. ..\ll their ports were connected by 
telegraph lines, all(] if three passengers landed n,t 
Cooktown it coulcl be telegmphecl that the 
nnmber for Queenf'land harf landed. Even if 
there \V'lS the l'isk of the tel< ;raph line not 
working, they might 1nnke it cornpnhiOry for ~.he 
c·cptn,in of a stcmner to hand to the pouce 
n1agistrate, or wnneone appojnted for the pur­
pose, a ~;tatement of the number of the 
pnssengers landed nt each port as he passed 
bv and nntil that statement had been rc­
c8i'ved, no Chine:-;e pab,enger Hhonld be a.llo"\·ved 
to land at any port wlmtever. The difficulty was 
not such a.n insnrn1onntrtlJJo one that smne 
scheme could not be dc·vise<l to prevent it. He har1 
intended to refer to a paper he mentione<l the 
other night in connection with his objection to 
Chinc'C landing. A great den! had been e:ml 
''~ll•mt the reYebtions recently made at Sydney. 
All he h<tcl tn was tlmt that pctpcr disclosed 
thB fact that terril lle cri m cc: \\'ere alnw ... t 
similar to what had been committed con· 
stantly fur years by the Chinese in Sydney. 
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The only difference was that, in the case where 
the two unhappy women died, the acts were 
committed either by violence or by the influence 
of spirits; whereas, in the ca.,e of the Chinese, 
opium \\'US the medium used to enable them 
tu carry out their object. He believed that 
those cases would never lmve happenecl if it had 
not been for the example set by the Lad class of 
Chineee resiclents in Sydney. He thought it 
was f[Uite enough to refer to the fact to open 
the eyes of hon. members to the absolute neces­
sity of precluding Chinese from coming to the 
colony as much as JlOssible, if not altogether. 

T\Ir. MAClWSSAX said he still thought the 
difficulty could be oYercome. The hon. the Premier 
had imposed the Yery severe penalty of forfeiture 
upon owners or charterers of Polynesian labour 
ships viobting cbuses of the Act passed lrtst 
week, and whi1t was to prevent him from im­
poing u similarly severe cbuse in the Bill on 
owners and charterers of these steumships ? 
It would then be to their interest not to Yiolate 
the law. They would not run the risk of bnding 
paosens·ers who were not allowed to land accord­
in~· to law. The Americans had done something­
like that in the following section dealing with 
the introduction of Chinese there :-

"That the master of any vcs~el \vho t'hall knowh1gly 
hring \Vithin the United Statnt:> on such vessel, and laud 
or permit to be landed. an\' Chinese labourer~ from nnv 
foreign port or place, sha.ll be deemed guilty of a miS-
1lcmeauour. an<l on conYiction thereof shall be punbhed 
lJy a 1iue of not more than 500 dollars for each an<l 
uvery such Chinese labourer so brought., and may also 
be imprisoned for a term not exceeding one year." 
\ Vhy conld not some simibr prod.,ion be mttde 
here? They had not to dual with the Chinmuen, 
hnt it was the captain they wonl<l have to pnnish, 
when a penulty of that kinc1. was likely to be 
inflicted he wonld not be likely to nm the rif!k of 
incnrringit. He(l\Ir. ?.Tacru> ;an)thereforethonght 
that by inserting "for Qnecnsland" after ''Chinese 
passenger·s" the difficulty would be met; and 
then they could im]J<"e a penalty such as he hud 
sng-go:-:ted he~i!ll'r-;. \Vhy did the hou. gentlerna,n 
not take the smne stanrl upon this nmtter that he 
did with rc::;·ard to the Kanalm question? \Vhv 
did he refuse to imt""'' that permlty here'! l<"ortl!e 
sakn of his n'..·n l'epnt<ltion he ~ho:._tld d·) :-;o. l[c 
h.ud lJeen acc:nsecl nf bvouring Chinc,,G-whether 
nghtly or tl1P hou. gcntlenutn knew 
him elf-but ii cli<l not met(' nnt "he ;ctme 
Hwtsme to the that he dirt tn the 
krmak.:::s, a co}tJUI' "'()Hl(l hu tn thL' ac-
cu:-;ation nl:.ttle n.g;dn·it hillL if he dea.lt 
lllOl'G lellil~Htly \vith tht>; (_:hint>'"-lt'. than hu did 
with the cnolie:-:, \VlH>ln hn uxc1uded. alto:2;t>ther, 
the san1e thing \\'( lnhl rrhl· hon. gentlc-
lll;l,l1 \vas not acting in the he wn -...· 
takin"·· He (Mr. ::liacros, m) held they ought 
to le6i:-:latJ not to allow <\ ,c.dugle China1nan- to 
cmuo to the colony, Thsre \Vere here 
aJready, ~"tnd the more that ,.~,ent awny the 
country the l)(>.tt•'l'. 1f 1,000 left next ynilr, 
<trltl 1,000 cv.:ry yc~u, in t·;>n nr t\vdYO years 
there wonl<l he none left. At present there 
\Vere 12,000 ut 14,000 Chinmnen to a. popnJation 
of 2 W,OOO. Th<tt proportion was .lltog-etlwr ton 
great, and if they pnt a ;:.,;;up tn another Chiua­
ntau collling to the country they wo11ld lJu only 
doing their llnty. lle 111aintainecl that it \Y<LI:i to 
the lwn. the P1·mnier';-: inten-:-.~t to l1take the 1~ill 
a,s prohibitol'Y a.-; pd~~ible. 

::\Ir. STEYE:\':-\0:\ micl he did not 'Jlectk on 
the ;-;ec•nH11·earlin::; of tlw Bill, l)('(;aw·;(>; he -,·as 
;-;nre that nn1ajnrity of thu 1-lon:--:u wonlrL "'it: 
l-mt he h~d rleejj1l'd to llttd~c· a few after 
~mne argnutent . .., he had heanl Ln·onght forwanl 
that n1:-;·ht. lL-~ 111i~·ht a;-; \V ell ty at on et.: that ho 
had Wl ;-;yu1pathy \Vith tlw ]'~jll or the aurend­
lneut~. Tlw~e who lt~ttl argueti i11 fa\·our of the 
Bill had dune ,;u from a very .,l']jj,;h )><•int uf 

lilR.f-2 K 

view indeed. The hon. the Premier had told 
them that he tried to look ut the question from 
both pointH of view-that he wished to exclude 
Chinamen aH fur as he possibly could, ::mcl yet 
he wanted to culti\ ate the trade from China. 
If they were nwJdng such a profit out of the 
Chimt trade, surely it seemed :t mean thing for 
them to be legislating to keep out the poor 
Chinmnan who v, as bringing that trade to the 
colony ! Thut seemed a Yery selfiHh point of 
view to :trgue from-that they would allow the 
Chinamen to come so far as they had the commune! 
of sailing ships in the trade clown here-that 
they woulclnmke a profit out of them in eYery 
possible way, and yet exclude the men from 
coming here. He said that was a mean kind of 
legislation. The hon. member for Townsville 
had stated that they had enough Chinamen 
here ; that he was perfectly satisfied with 
what they had got, and showed in that 
way that they had been of some use to 
the colony. He (J\Ir. Stevenson) was going tu 
say a wonl or two in fuYom· of the poor China­
man. He had some sense of justice, tmd he did 
not care whether it was a Chinaman or kanuka, 
he believed in protecting the weak. The hon. 
the Premier had told the electors of the colony in 
public that he had got a leaning· towards China­
lnen. 

The PREC\fiER: I never said anything of 
the kind. 

::\Ir. 8TI•~VEK80X suid he had no more lean­
ing towards Chinamen than he had towards 
kan:1kas or alJorig·ineR, or any n1an, 'vhether 
" Hh a black or yellow skin ; but he lmted to see 
injustice done. His blood recoiled and curdled 
·when he saw snch injustice being done in this 
wny. He knew this wa,, a kind of Billnpon which 
hon. gentletnen opposite n1o.de elcr~tioneerillt-;' 
speccheo ; hut he did not care a single rap wh:tt 
hio constitnents thought of wh<1t he said­
whether they pnt him <•nt at the next election or 
not; and ·when he s::tw any class being s:-tt upon 
in that House, and that injustice was being done, 
he would say a word for them r1s far as he could. 
He knew that, notwithst:mding what he might 
Hay~ nw_l what the hon. nlmubur for r_rown~\'ille, 
who had admitted that, at. :my rate, Chin:mwu, 
h:ld been of ·OlHe n:so in the C(Jlony--

l'IIr. ::\TACROS8"\X : I ne\'er saicl so. 
l\fr. :-lTEVJ-:XSUX said the hon. gentleman 

:-::-ti<l that v.re had enongh of thenl here at preKellt, 
mlCl that showed, at any rate, that he admitted 
that smne of thoru were required. 

::llr. 2\L\Clto:-lSAN: Xo. 
::llr. STEYEXSOX: Then hL wonld "'Y they 

reqnirt;d, and h~d beeu of great use in the 
He was prcpured to say that many a 

lW.ln now liYins- would haYe been in hi:-:: grctvc if 
it had 11nt been for Chinantcn growing Yege~ 
1 ctbl, :1 wlwn white n1cn \Vcro not ganw, or 
1vonlcl not t·-d.:::e the tronl)1e to gTow theu1. 
The grt.at ar!-;·1nnont brought forwn,rd by the hou. 
111eu1ber for Town~Yillo w::t;-; that the Chi11numn 
conld cmupcte with the \vhitE; uutn. "\,T ery well, 
it w:1.'-l a ponr a.rgtunent. \V <-t~ not the life of 
tl'<H1e cmupctition? 

::\Ir. BL~UUKES: :::\,; f>~ir trade. 

Mr. ST I·~Vl>:J'\80:\ .<aid he thun:;ht the life of 
tr:tdt! 1ra;.: competition. \Vhite lllCn culllJieLecl 
a.~.!;aim..;t whitt) n1en, an(l he ~;_tiU if they were 
afraid of cmnpctitiun -..vith Chinanu.::u they 
were ;1, Ul8<t1l lot. The arg-tnuents n:-:>ell th~Lt 
night \H'n:·, lH" tho11ght, \'Ul'Y 1--elfi~h. ,\nd 
he <1id a wonl for t.ho Chinnnlitll, a . .., he did for 
the kmtaka 1n· thu c:oolic, when he thonght they 
\\'c'l'e ]Jeiug- sulJjcct"cl tu injn,ticc. They had 
lH.::en oJ ;-;1H11e nse in the colon:v, awl bad clone, 
at any ra.te a certa,in auwunL to iucreat:5e the 
pru"perity of the colony. 
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Mr. MOREHEAD said the question they had 
to discuss was, whether the Bill before them 
would be strict enough to keep Chinamen out. 
He held it was not, and hoped it would be 
improved in that direction, and that was why he 
supported it. · 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said the hrm. 
member for Townsville did the hlm. Premier a 
great injustice when he said, in effect, that the 
Premier was more solicitous about the welfare of 
the Chinamtm than about the welfare of the kanaka 
or the coolie. He did not think the hon. gentleman, 

i n the legislation he had attempted in that House, 
had sought to go so far with regard to coolies as 
he proposed in the Bill to go with regard to 
Chinese ; and, as to kanakas, they knew very well 
that provision was made by which lmnakas under 
certain restrictions could be introducecl to any 
reasonable extent. The hon. gentleman opposite 
supposed that there would be no difficulty 
in. reaching the master of a ship who was 
gmlty of a breacl: of the law such as he had sng­
gested should be mtrorluced. Supposing the law 
were to provide, that if the mn,ster of a ship were 
to bring more thn,n a certain number of passen­
gers, with the intention of allowing them to land 
within the colony, he shonld be punished as the 
hon, member suggesterl, what could be more easy 
than for a nnmber of Chinese to walk into a bon,t 
as soon as the ship dropped anchor at Towns­
ville or any other port, and thirty or forty of 
them row themselves ashore and disperse 
amongst the inhabitants, n,nd in such a case how 
could the Government reach the cn,ptain of the 
ship? 

An HONOURABLE ME)IBER : The Chinese could 
he brought up for stealing the boat. 

The ATTORNEY-G ENJ~RAL said, of cmu·se 
the Chinese could be brought up for stealing the 
bon,t and they might be imprisoned, but wlmt 
good would that do? \Vhen their term of im­
prisonment expire.cl they would be free to dis­
tribute themselves n,ll over the colony. '.rhe 
master of the ship could escape the penalties 
un]e,s some such machinery wn,s provided n,s 
was providecl under the existing Act. 
He was as anxious as the hon. mer~rber for 
Townsville was to protect the interests of 
the white working man by the restriction 
of Chinese, but everyone knew thn,t if they 
grasped at too much they in varin,bly lost 
n,ll. It wn,s far better that their legislation on 
the question should be reasonable than that it 
shonld be unreasonable and cleprive itself of the 
]Jower of doing what they intended shoultl be 
done. It was better for their legisln,tion to 
be moderate and effective than that they 
should attempt to bring nbout entire prohi­
bition and fail in accomplishing that. \Vhn,t 
wn,s said with regard to the trade between 
China n,nd the various AuHtmlian ports was 
not, he thought, snsceptihle of any miHappre­
hension whatever, n,ncl the cases uited by the 
hon. member for Townsville were certn,inly not 
parallel. The hon. member said that the American 
Govern1nent passed a restrictive measure, one of 
the clauses of which he read that night; and he 
went on to say that, although that restrictive 
measure was enforced, yet the trade of China 
with America was in no way diminished. But, 
as he lmd sn,id, the cases were in no wn,y parallel. 
'rhey all knew that there was n,n enormous 
population in America which consumed the varions 
products of Chinn,, and that there was a tmde 
between Chinn, and America altog·other irrespec· 
tive of the passenger trade. It could not be 
contended, however, that in Queensland there 
was a cmunnning population uf sufficient 
magnitmle to justify shij,owners in laying 
on a line of ships between 1-Iungkong 
and Brisbane for n, supply of Chinese pro-

ducts. If they were to have ten, and other 
products from China brought direct to their 
shores instead of being taken past them and on 
to Sydney, and from Sydney back, they must 
give facilities by which the ships enga.ged in the 
trade might be allowed to cttll in at the Queens· 
land ports whenever they m>ght be passing on to 
the other colonies. ~\.gain, they knew that 
there was not only a large cln,ss of Chinese 
bbonrers, but a large class of Chinese 
who were more wealthy, and many of 
the latter class were continually pn,ssing in Hhips 
between Hongkong, Brisbane, Sydney, and 1\lel­
bourne. If the amendment which the hon. 
n1mnber for Townsville snggeHted were paRsed, 
no Hhip which had on board, say, six of those 
Chinese gentlemen could call into n,ny port of 
the colony at all to lanrl cttrgo which they might 
have intended to land here, simply because those 
wen,lthy Chinese gentlemen were on board and 
intended to go on to Sydney or Melbourne, 
and not to come into this colony and compete 
with the htbourers hero at n,ll. If they were to 
avoid mn,ldng themselves ridiculous they must 
try and make themselves reasonn,ble: and in pro­
portion as they were ren,sonable in their legisla­
tion, that le2;·islation would be effective in carry­
out what they proposed to do. His constituents­
or, at all events, the great bulk of them-were as 
extremely anxious to effect the practical prohibi­
tion of Chinese as the hrm. member for Towns­
ville or his constituents could be. \Vith their 
views on that subject he entirely sympathised ; 
still he coulcl!iot think of accepting an n,mend­
ment such as that proposed by the hon. member 
for Townsville, as he certainly did not think it 
would hn,ve the effect which the hem, gentleman 
intended. 

l\lr. MACROSSAK said the hlm. gentleman 
who had last spoken should take his place al•mg­
side the hon. member fur Kormanby, for tlmt 
was his proper place on the Chinese question. 
It wn,s not the place of a ::\Iinister who professed 
to ]Je interested in the restriction of Chinese. 
The hrm. member talked about his constituents, 
but if his constituents were polled to-morrow to 
decide between the amendment he (:iVIr. 1\In,cros­
san) had proposed and the Bill before them, he 
knew very well what the result would be. He 
knew thehon. g·entleman'sconstituents verymnch 
better than the hon. gentlenutnrlid himself. The 
argument he used ag,tinst his (1\Ir. 1\Iacrossn,n's) 
amendment, when he spoke abont the nmster of 
n, ship being- able to n,void the Act if the Chinese 
got a boat an•l pulled to the shore, had just as 
g-ood a bearing· upon the present Act as upon the 
amendment. 

The ATTOHNEY-GENEEAL: The captain 
is to hn,nd in a list under the present Act. 

Mr. :1\fACROSSA::'or said the ca]Jtn,in wonld 
have to keep a list under the amendment. The 
hon. gentlernan wa.-.; tnlking becau:-·e he w:1s the 
friend of Chinese. He was sorry to hn,ve to come 
to that conclusion respecting him, but he felt 
quite certa,in he war-: not sincere when he:-;aid be\va:-:; 
n,s anxious as he (1\Ir. 1\Iacrossan) was to restrict 
Chinese. If he was so anxious to restrict Chine.se, 
he could give the Committee a little of his legal 
ability in trying to frmne the clause, and put 
it in such a shape that Chinamen could not 
steal n, boat and row themselves ashore. 
It wn,s the captn,ins that they wn,nted to punish ; 
n,nd if they made the clause stringently severe on 
the captains they would take good cn,re thn,t the 
Chine,;e did not take boats. He was not at all 
anxious about the trade ; they would get the 
trade, whether there were pas,engers or not. 
There were plenty of people here to use tea­
(luitc t""Ls rnany a,s in .. A_rnerica in provortion to the 
tmde .. The hlm. member for llowen said the only 
difficulty wn,s in proving the offence when it was 
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committed ; but how many offences were there for 
which men were indicted and escaped punishment? 
That wa5 no r·e1tson why they should not pass 
laws ag:tinst those offenctlf<. Ho should stick to 
his amenclmcnt. He was smry he could 11ot 
induce the Gm emment to support it; but he 
hoped that there would be a sufficient number 
of their supporters in favom· of it to carry it. 

~Ir. l\L\.CFAELANJ<; saicl he lmcl as great a 
de::;ire us any hon. n1eruber to ~ee the irHporta.tion 
of Chirwse abolished, ''nd if he thought the 
mnendment of the hon. member for Townsville 
would carry that ont he would lmve great plea­
sure in supporting it ; but he wao afmid if they 
made the Bill too stringent they would defe.1t 
the very object they hitd in view. He would 
suggest to the hun. member to allow the clause 
to pa08, itnd then he would be g-lad to support 
him in increctsing the poll-tax to £30 or £~0 
CY8ll, 

Mr. HAMILTON said tlmt if the arguments 
used hy the Attomey-General, that the pro­
visions of the chmse might be dodged by cap­
t~'tins of Yessels a.lhnving Chine;se to go a~hore in 
bo,tts, were believed in by the other members of 
the l\Iinbtry, then they were introducing et 
cbnse which they knew would not have cthe 
desired effect. The arguments used by the 
Attorney-Geneml ag-ainst the amendment would 
apply equttlly as well ag-,cinst the cbuse as it 
stood. If the amendment could be nmde a dead­
letter by Chine~men landing in boats, then that 
ar;;-ument applied equally to the clause. 

l\Ir. NORTO~ said that, when the Coloured 
Labour r1nestion was nntler discn.-:,.'::lion, the argn­
rnent W"'~d was thn,t if the t-:n~·ar inclustl'y 
conlcl not be canied on without coloured bbom· 
it should perish. Now, i11 connection with the 
]Jre:-:~ent question, hon. n1e1nbers oppmsite said that 
if they raised a great clifficulty in the way nf 
Chinese c,nning here they \Voukllo.-:ie the Chinc.m 
tmde. J{e wonlcl ask the lwn. member f<>r 
J(ennedy, if he used that argnrncnt tn his con­
stituents. wh:tt they would say'? \V on !cl they 
not s"'y, "Perish the trade" c! \Vhat wns the 
Chinese tracle after all? It was merely a baga­
telle. llid hon. member,; sup pm,: that tlm,e 
ships would be knocked off bec,m.'e th"y were 
deprived of :1 fc,v- Chine~e lJ:lL~engers? \Vhy, it 
was only a HLCLtter of <efewhuncll'l'·l pomH!o; awl 
to scty tlutt the shi['.'i wonld be ,;toppc<l fur that 
w:1.:-; r.icliculot~~-' ; he cqnld not iu1as·ine hon. 
nteJnbm·8 hav1ng the fnce to n:-;o such nn argn­
ment. \Vhcn the Coolie <[Uestion wet., under 
l1iscn~sion, the Pre1nier saicl he \,as not aJraid of 
the Chinese at ttll, and he had no anxiety al>out 
them ; they had shown all the world wlmt they 
could do with them. Bnt nmny hon. mernlJers 
wa.nted to ~o n great dea,l further ; they diet not 
Witnt to be tidclly-winking·-he thought that wa.'i 
the word thcct had been m<ed-they wanted wme· 
thing nwre th:tn tha.t sm11o real practical q})­

-:trLdc. ]{on. lHCluber.-;, he bclieYed, were afrai\l 
~hat i~ th? Act wnK lltttde too ''tringent the 
J mvena1 ( ~nver1nnent wonld not :-ts-.;eut to it. 
lf that wa., the objection that was taken, 
it wn,J~ jnst [LR 'Nell to <ty so at once. J-[ e 
did not believe that the fmjlericcl Government 
woulcl ol>ject to it. They objected ],cfme, bnt 
as soon as they fonnd that the colon v \\a.:-; in 
eame't they with.lrew their objecti<m ; ~~m! thc1·e 
woultl 1Je no objection now if they 1-'a.w that the 
colony 1nea.ut to kcev Chine.:;e out. 1~nt if hon. 
n1u1nber.-; on tbe othP.r :side wonltl P"rsi~·t in tlH ir 
preRent cnnr . ..;e-Raying that if the l~ill '~''l"' 1n:ulr~ 
too stringent it would not ; ... •:o thrnn,c;·h-that "-onlti 
brin;, about the very ditticnlty th.•.t thcv ]Jl'o­
fe:-;:-;cd to lJc anxi(Jn.-::~ to HS!Jitl. LL:t hon. HlundJcl'>:i 
f:lbow that they were in u.tnle.':iL in t1·ying to keep 
the Chine:;e out ; then they would Le Ji.,tcnccl to. 
He held that they wanted tn keep ont every 

Chinaman if possible. They did not want to 
leg-islate for Kew South \Vales and Victoria, but 
for Qucen,laml. If the law:; hero prevented thoeo 
colonied getting tho nurnbcr of Chinese pn.ssen­
::·m' the~t they wanted, let them "'nange to g·ct 
them in some other \V ay. They heed nothing_ to 
do with Victmia or New t:louth \V"les. J~et 
them pas:; their own Acts and let them regubtc 
their own affairs. 

llh. 1<'1UtG1JSO:N said he intended to support 
the mnenclment proposed by the hon. member for 
'l'ownsville, a~, if it was adopted, it would really 
make the Bill one denling with the Labour 
quee"tion. As it stood "'t present, it wets neither 
one thing nor the other. 'l"hc n1en,~:mre was not 
nearly strict enough, :tnd would not prevent 
Chine,e from coming into the colony. He Wel,S 

mthm surtn·ised that "' Ilill of that kind should 
come from the Government side of the House, 
ec;pecially as the vie''· s of that side on the Labour 
question were well known. He had no hesita­
tion in saying th"'t the members on th"t side 
held their seats iu drtue of their views on the 
Labour quc-,tion ; and now that they had an 
opportunity to deal with the Chinese Labour 
question, which he held to be the most 
dangerous class of lctbour, why did they 
not do so in a l::ierious nlr.,nner ? There wdl::i 
no class of people who would interfere so 
mnch with the white popubtion of the 
colony "'" Chinese, and especially with the 
white wmking men of the colony. L11st week 
they P'"sed a J3ill restricting P olynesiam; to 
field labour an<l to prevent the competition of 
l'nlynesians with white labour, but they now 
had a Bill lJefore them cle<elin;;- with a much 
1norc scriun~ dass of labour which, hu\vever, 
w~ts really an encuuragen1ent nwre thnru any­
thin;;· ebe to the Chineoo to come to the colony. 
A ship nf, .oay, 2,000 ton:; could brin;;- forty 
Chine· :, and he tlh1U~ht the vbnters wonlcl find 
thern c.:heape1· than k~tn.1..kas. I1Jcrea~ing the 
poll-bx from .£10 to £20 would have no effect 
whatever. Tt wa~ on1y a few yeat'fi ago that :1 

kauu,kacoulcl he ilupol'ted for half his pre.sent eo:..;t, 
yet now that the coot wa:; donble what it UNlld to 
be they did not line! the dern,md wa,; less. There 

liHJl'O demand nnw than when kD,uakas co:-1t 
};1:2 ur £1H, ctH<l bc;t year :),000 e:cme into the 

or more than (lunble the nnntber nf a.n,y 
y,~lJiJe the p1·e.'{ent cost of introdr:c;-

w,.s like £30. Ho conNiderocl the 
Bill an attempt to c]c;;] wit], tho Chine'e diiii­
Clllty without ~·oing tt) tile root of the 1nattm· at 
alL In n,,ckhalllpton there ,·.-ere at the lJl'CtiOHt 
tinw sunwthing like forty caLinet-uwJ.:.cr::::, \vlto 
were driYing all white ::trti!_n,ns of the Nanw trade 
uut of the town. They manufactured their fnmi­
tnre in the hack shuns, e1,nd sold it to the wholuoale 
fnrnitnre-c!ealers, "'ne! prevented the pos,;ibility 
of \vhite 1nu1 ea,rnlng a living. No clas~ of 
people could be ~o injnrion:~ to the working white 
peoj,]o of the colony. He wonl<l support tllU 
~1,rnendn1tmt., and e\·en if it were nwre strint!·ent 
'till he wonlcl F1lp)'ort it. He cli<l not know th:tt 
thuru \Vn,~ a, ~in,~..;·lellH'lubcr of the Conn11ittcc: \\-ho 
wi~·J1ed to :-'('" Chiue ... c jn t118 C(llony at all; lmt, 
n'.:; all cvent:-.: 1 thev wnnld ~ee ·when the mucnd­
llH.mt canw to a tli d:-;iou whether there were a,ny 
snch llle1Ubcr::;. 

Thn PltE~fJEH Naid one conld not but he 
. ...:nrp1·iN · J to ;-o;r~c the UC\\·-l>orn ze.d :-:bown lJy tlw 
()pposition to ken1J ~\:-.:iatici-l out of the colony. 
J{e ditlwJt refer to the hem. nlmUlJer for Hock­
h:t:lJptml1 h(:l'tll! .::; lw h:ul ~dwa,,n.; been c:.m~i:-;tent, 
or to the' lllCmher fm· TtnV1l~\'illc, ',.'lw ha.r_l alwa~ ~ 
olJjectccl to Chinc:-:c 1.Jnt 1llCinbers on the 
<Jthcr : iclc hac! -Jt their mimls 
011 other occ:a:iiull;-; ()ll forcing the Ci-u\'eruluent 
to iLCcept . \_,iiLtiu lalJollr. Hon. members should 
bear tlwt iu mind when they f<nmd Opposition 
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members in their new-born zeal trying to force 
the Committee into passing a law so stringent 
that it was likely not to become lmv at all. •rhe 
object the Government had in view was to pass a 
law which would effectually keep out Chinamen, 
and he confessed thttt he regttrded with the 
greate~t sus1Jicion the assistance HO generously 
proffered by hon. members opposite, who were 
determined, if they could, to flood the country 
with Asiatirs, but of a slightly different colour. 
If tho:;e hon. member:; could have their way the 
result would be that there would be no Chinese 
legislation this session. Hon. members knew 
that perfectly well, and they knew that the 
clesire of the Government was to pass a. Bill 
through the House that would become lr~w 
before the end of the present half-yectr. The 
hon. members on the other side professed to be 
willing to ctssist the Government, but he re­
gttnled their a,~\~istance with great ::;nspicion 
on a subject of that kind. The fable had 
been reper~ted ag<>in that night that he hctd " 
ler~ning- in favour of Chinese. If it hml, as he 
believed, been repeated one hundred times let 
him for the hundredth time give it the fi<>ttest 
contmdiction. No statement th<>t wets ever 
nmde by him would bear that construction. He 
had sr~id once tlmt the country had nothing to 
fectr from Chinese, <>nd he <>dherecl to that 
statement. 'rhe fact that the Bill before the 
House, <>nd if passed, would entirely <leliver the 
colony from r~ny dang-er whatever, was mfficient 
proof of the accuracy of th<>t statement. ::VIem­
bers who misquoted what he sai<l knew what he 
rer~lly did s<>y, but it suited them to miS<jtlOte 
him. He hoped the Committee would not be 
carried nwrty by the itnaginary enthusi11till1 of 
members opposite ; for if those members who 
misrepresented him, appnxently, did wr~nt to keep 
out Chinese, it wets in the hope that they would 
g-et coolies inster~d, mul not with any real dl ,ire 
to shut out _\siatics. 

Mr. MACHOSSAX sr~id he hoped the appeal 
that ha<l just been mmle would be disreg-arded 
by members of the Committee. The hon. gen­
tleman lmd been trying to throw pctrty feeling 
<>nd pr~s;ion into the mea,;ure before them. He 
(J\lr. J\Iacrossan) knew that the hon. g·entlem<>n 
h::td been accused of having a, leaning towards 
Chinese, but he had never accu.~ed him of it, and 
in refusing for the hundredth time to lmve th>tt 
charge passed upon hilu, he wa . ..; Hure the hon. 
member did not allude to him. He (J\Ir. JYiacros­
san) <>lluded to the subject so th<>t the hon. mem­
ber'H own reputation \Vould not suffer, bnt hiR 
r~ction that night wonl<l lead those who lmd 
accused him to believe the ct8Sertion. There was 
no new-horn zeal, so far '"" he (:\Ir. J\Ir~cr<l'•'1an) 
w::ts concerned, in regard to OhineHe, [l,nd he 
might tell the Committee whr~t he had done 
in re::;:1rd to keeping- ont Chinese when he 
harl the power of lcgishtting on the subject. 
He passed the ::\Iincml Lands _\et two years 
r~go, and if he had lJecn <>hie to pass that Act 
sooner the minemllands of the colony, especially 
<>t Stanthorpe, would not lmve been in the 
unfortunate position they were in to-dr~y. The 
_Act prevented a ChinarnRn from getting a ruining 
license or a lea.se, <>ncl therefore he cuuld not t<>ke 
up land. \Vith some difficulty he got the House 
r~ml the hon. member (l\Ir. Griffith) to r~ssent to 
th<>t Act. By reg-ulations he fmmed afterwr~rds he 
made it impossilJle for a Chinanutn to be employed 
in connection with any 1nining clahn in the 
colony, because then' wa:-; the danger against 
which theyhr~d to gur~rd of Chinese being employed 
by small mining capit<>lists to the exclnsion of 
European miners. Th<>t lmd been the case at 
i-\tantlwrpe, <>nrl mmld ha ,-e been the case in 
Northern Qneensland hut for the Act he h;ccl 
nmned. 'rherefore, his zeal wa:; not new-born­
it w<>s as old "s his own ·existence. The imputation 

tlmt hon. members on the Opposition side wishep 
to introduce ARia tic labour was a 1nere figrnent of 
the brain, and the hon. member (the l'remier) 
knew that it could not be intr()(luced withont the 
consent of both Houses of l'arlhccment and of the 
Governor. It was of no use to <>ppe<>l to the 
pa.,;sions of hon. members to defeat his object in 
trying to lJrevent Chine~;e fron1 corning to the 
colony <>t all. He hml alw>tys maint<>ined tlmt 
the introduction of even one Chinmnan was an 
evil, r~nd he w<>s certain thr~t the tradesmen of 
Brisbane were beginning- to feel the evil very 
rnuch. Lower George ~treet in Sydney, and Htreets 
running into it, were occupied entirely by Chinese 
who were every\vhere cmnpeting with \vhite Inen 
and t<>king their places. l~ven if hon. memlJers 
on the Opposition side did desire to introduce 
Asiatic htbour from Indla--was th<>t n rer~son 
why they should not lJe r~ssisted in preventins· the 
introduction of Chinnrnen? Let hon. m em her.~ be 
con .;is tent, and act a.ccording to the decl:1ration 
made before the electors that they were opposed 
to all kinds of coloured bbour. The Premier now 
s<>id that there was no dang·er from the Chinese, 
·but the danger v;r~"ts gre;J,ter lHJ\V than ever. 
There wa:; no speci<>l attraction on the goldfields, 
but there was on the sug-<>r pbntations. The 
pbnters had theme<>ns, and would employ Chinese 
labour if possible, m1d the Bill would only compel 
them to pny " little more ; it wonld not prevent 
them from employing thr~t class of bhour. The 
only difference would be that, inste>"ld of 100 
or li\0 coming at a time, they would come 
in thirties and forties. There were other 
member.s on the Opposition side as well 
<>s himself who had done <>ll they could 
to keep out the Chinese, and they were prepared 
now to al:':siHt-no tnatter what their opinionf) on 
other subjects mig-ht be-in mr~king- the Bill as 
· :tringent a.-1 pns~ible. .._-\s tu the Bill being nutclc 
so stringent that there wa.s danger of it not becom­
ing htw, the Premier told him <>cross the t<>hle the 
other rlay that he wets not afmicl thr~t m1y Act, 
passed by the Anetralian Legislature to prevent 
the introdnctinn of Chinese, wonld he disallowed 
by the Imperial Govermumrt. So long as they 
did not elect! with Asiatics r~s llriti.;h subjects, the 
Imperial Government would nut interfere. 

The l'EEJ\IIEH said the hon. member (1\Ir. 
J\Iacro"an) informed the Committee that he w<>s 
<>ctuated by a de-•,ire for his (Mr. Griffith's) 
reputr~tion--

::\Ir. l\IACIWSSXN: I sctid I thought you 
should be r~ctuated. 

The PREMIKI:t snid his reputtttion could 
t<>ke cctrc of itself; <>nd when he cuul<l jHJint 
to an Act which h<>Ll the effect of excluding 
Chinese, an Act which wets at the same time 
moderate r~nd effective, he should not have done 
anything to injnre his repntation, nnd he waK 
satisfied thr~t if they p<>ssed the Bill it wonl<l 
have the desired effect. He was also satisfied 
that if the amendment of the hon. member were 
carried, there would he but a Rlmtll chance of the 
Bill becoming law. He g-<>ve the hon. member 
every credit for l1eing in em·nest, bnt on the 
present occa~ion the (;.nverntnent were charged 
with the l'E'~pon:-;ibility of introdneing legisln~ 
tion in connection with the Chine:;e. He did not 
go to the extent of ~a,ying that not one China~ 
m:tn shonld come to the colony, <>n<l he lmd 
never tn,ken up that po:-;ition with rc:-;pect to an:': 
ch1.~s of rnen. The Govern1nent were satisfied 
tlutt the Bill would effect the object in view, mul 
he hoperl the,, would not be thwarted by extreme 
proposition.c. He rcmemlJercLl ,-ery well the 
struggle in connection with the re.,:::triction uf 
Chinese in 1:-:71; an<l1877. He lut<l et vivid recol­
lection of the correspondence with the Home Gov­
ernment, an<l of the tronhle tlmt arose. He knew 
very well the responsibility which rested on the 
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Imperial Government in dealing with such a 
matter. There was no treaty obligation to pre­
vent any part of the Briti.Kh dominionR from 
absolutely excluding Chinese ; but he did not 
think the Imperial Government would assent to 
such a bw. The Government were bound to 
deal with the matter, and they did so with a full 
sense of their responsibility. It was all very 
well for members in opposition to take •tn ex­
treme view, for they could go afterward,; to their 
constituents and say, "Thi,; is what we w:.l.llted 
to do." But '" Government could not be led away 
by considerations of that kind. They ought to 
be actuated by a sense of resvonsibility, and 
adopt the wise:<t means for attaining their object, 
and those means the Govennnent had adopted on 
the present occasion. 

Mr. MORE HEAD sr<id he should like to have 
heard the Premier, in opposition, replying to 
a speech like the one he hr<d jlhJt made. The 
hon. gentleman had talked about the responsibility 
of the Government, and about what the Oppo­
sition ought to do. Did he expect better treat­
ment at their hands than he meted out to the 
late Government? 

The l'ltEMIEil: ""ot so good. 
J\;[r. MOitEHEAD said the hon. gentleman's 

expectations hod been more than realised, fnr 
during the vrescnt session the condnct of the 
Opposition would compare extremely favourably 
with the conduct of the hon. gentleman when he 
hacl the honour of leading the Opposition ; and 
that conlrl be proved by the evidence of reported 
facts. The hem. gentleman seemed to ignore the 
fact that the intention of those who .. upportecl 
the amendment was to prohibit the introdnction 
of Chinese into the colony. A;, to the donbts 
whether the Bill, if mnenrled as proposed, 
would receive the ltoyal assent, they had hoard 
a groat deal of those w:1rning::;. JJut what hap­
pened with respect to the Act of 1877? The Bill 
"as passed at the end of Jnly, and receh·ed the 
Jtoyttl n..ssent on the 20th _i\.._ugn~t f(llio',l'ing. The 
present amendment was only a further develop­
ment of the principle contained in that ;\et, aru l if 
the Connnittc;· had the power to de,·elup it'"' far 
as wr<s proposed by the l'remim·, it ha<l the power 
to develop it a,; far as was proposed by the hou. 
member for Townsville. 'rhe Premier proposed 
to develop it from ten tons to fifty tons, and 
the amendment proposed to extend it to 2150 
tons. There was, therefore, no danger to be 
apprehended as to the amen~lment not receiving 
the ltoyal assent. The l:'remter was not perfectly 
fair in saying that it was the intention of the 
Opposition to so mar the Bill, by means of the 
amendment, as to prevent its becoming law. 
The hon. member had admitted that the hon. 
member for Townsville had been from the first 
one of the strongest opponents of Chinamen 
con1iug into the colony ; a,nd, having adrrtitted 
that, he ought to see that the Opposition had 
no iutentiou of n1arring the nw:.t13nre. He (IYir. 
l\I orehe,d) had held for many years that 
Chinamen "ere the mo.st dangerous people they 
could get into the colony-peO]Jle whom even 
lawyer., might well be afraid of ; cllld, holding 
thoc;e views, he cliLlnot think it f>tir to say that 
the amendment was intended to hamper or 
mub::t1Ta~~ the pa.s~ing of the llleft-.,ure. ..A. divi­
sion n1ight well be trtken now, and the queRtion 
as to the Royal assent might be spoken :>bout 
afterward::;. 

:\lr. HIGSOX s<Lid he was glad to find that 
his colleague in the repre .entation of Rock­
hampton had svoken so strongly against the 
introduction of Chinese into the colony, and he 
himself felt somewhat inclined to go with the 
hon. member for Townsville and do away with 
Chinamen altogether. But he felt convinced 
that to take so extreme a step would be to 

defeat the object they all had in view, as no 
British Government would ever accede to it. It 
would be far better to take a more moderate 
view of the case, and if they found the law was 
not severe enough it would be an easy matter 
to bring in >tnother Bill at some future date, and 
make it stringent enough to keep Chinamen out 
of the colony. 

Mr. HAMILTON said that, although the 
Premier objected to the statement that he 
favoured Chinese, he could not alter public 
opinion, which was guided, not by his utterances 
regarding thr<t question, hut by his actions. The 
Premier had repeated as his excuse for not agree­
ing to the stringent amendment proposed by the 
member for Townsville, that the amendment was 
so strict that it might not receive the Eoyal 
assent. He would read the Premier's own 
utterances on the subject, delivered >tt a 
pul1lic meeting in Brisbane, and repeated in the 
'l'elevmph, which would prove that he did not 
believe 1wythinc; of the kind, and that, conse­
quently, tllo reason he gave for oppm.dng the 
amendment was not his real reason. vVhat he 
said was as followed :-

" "\Ve have the matter entirely in onr own hnnds; we 
ltn.vc fought the battle and we have \Von, and in thnt 
sense Chinese immigration is not to he fe:Lrcll, lJccausc 
we ean keep them out whenever 1.vc like. lYe arc per­
foetly free to legislate as we think proper." 
And now the hon. gentleman ate his own 
words, and stated that he did not believe 
they could do that which he then emphati­
cally stated they had the power to do, The 
statement of the Premier, that the >tction of the 
Oppositiun in trying· to totally prohibit Chinese 
proved that they wished to flood the colony with 
coolies, was absurd. That argument of his 
evidently showed that he himself considered 
some kind of coloured labour necessary, and that 
his reason for not totally prohibiting Chinese 
was that he considel'ed that when coolies 
were stopped Chinese should be allowed to take 
their places. The fact thr~t the Coolie Dill had 
been repealorl, and roolies thus prevented from 
cull!illg into the colony, was an additional 
reason for placing a ~tringent restriction on 
the introduction of Chinese, because the 
inducement to ]llauters to introduce Chinese 
wa,s increased. One of the strongest argurnents 
of the pre,;ent Opposition when in power, against 
totally restricting the introduction of coolies, was 
that if it were done the planters would flood the 
colony with Chinese. That argument would 
he taken away from them if the amendment of 
the member for Townsville was carried, and the 
introduction of Chinese totally prevented. 

:Mr. JESSOP said it was too late to go into 
any 1wgument; but he felt that it was his duty 
to let the Committee know his objection to the 
clause, for the simple reason that he objected 
to the introduction of Chinese. As there were 
other clause' to come before the Committee, he 
should say very little ; but he believed that 
Chine:<e were worse than Bathurst burr or 
any other noxious weed, and the sooner they 
were out of the colony the better. He should 
RU]'port tho amendment of the hon. member for 
Townsville. 

JI.Ir. PEUKII'\S said he would support the 
amendment. He lmd not very much to say 
about Chine:.e. Hi,; view of the question was 
perfectly well known. 'rhere were some queer 
characters in his constituency, but there were 
no Chinese. The only danger he apprehended 
was that it woulcl encourage speculators to 
charter ships and load them with Chinese, and 
take them to ~ ew South vV ales, and in spite 
of the vigilance of the Custom House officers 
it was quite possible for them to come over the 
border. He believed the Chinaman had been a 
curse in all the other colonies. He had had a 
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varied experience in the colonies, and had 
met those who had howled against Chinamen in 
public. H\3 had seeu them in private after­
wards, and had found ont that all the products 
of the soil that were consumed in the place were 
raised by Chinamen, while there were GOO or 
800 white men walking about, none of whom 
would cultivate or make gardens. He just 
mentioned that to show that the Chinaman 
had been useful, and that his usefulness 
had been recognised. In public he had 
been hounded down, while in private it was 
admitted that some of the luxnries of life could 
not be had without him. He rose chiefly to 
notice the anger and chagrin of the leader of the 
Government. He happened to he ac<]uainted 
with some of the hon. me m her's constituent•;, 
There were many of them spurious merchanb in 
Brislmne who, apparently, did eycrything· that 
was right. Those men employed Chinamen. 
They had them in their cellars, and [\t work 
dnring the night mtl..king furniture, etc., and the 
a-rticles they made were turned into their ware­
lwnses and sold as articles of English manufacture. 
\V ere they not meaner than Chinamen, to ha'. e 
recourse to such dodges, tricks, and artifices ? 
Those were the men he should like to reach. 
'rh en look down in Albert street ! Let :myone 
who had to pass through that street to the railway 
station at half-past 5 in the morning, or between 
11 o'clock at night and 3 o'clock in the morning, 
witness the disgracefnl scenes there ! }'or that 
reason alone, if he had no other, he should sup­
port the amendment. He had the same objec­
tion as the leader of the Opposition, the hon. 
member for Townsville, and others against 
Chinamen coming here and polluting the cmn­
munity. Look at the ha,·oc they hnd worked 
upon people in tlutt street, in the n<i<.ht of this 
city of churches allll Jl"alms, with police •md 
Gnvern1nent officers \vhos:e dnty it \vas to look 
after those places where prostitution and rascality 
were going on day by day-licensed, ho might 
say, bocauoe it could not be carried on without 
countenance being giYen to it by those \Vho had 
to c.trry out the law for the time being-. If he 
harl no other objection than that .. lone, he ;;honld 
(-n(lenvour to vrcvent Chinmncn fro1n ccnniiJg to 
the country or a~:;:;ociating \Vith v:hite people. 
The hon. g·eutlmua.n 8honl(l emnrnunica.te with 
son1e of his constituents. lte nnu.;t lH:' awal'e of 
these thing.s [t good dm1l more than he (i\h·. 
Perkins) was. There were some of hi,; con­
HtitnentH who \vere en1ploying Chinan1on, kncrw­
ing tha,t they indulged in those dirty, filthy 
habits ; and encouraged them to locate and 
don;...::,:it~cu,tc then -~I vc::; sn a.g to becmne coloni:..;ts, 
and send home for their friend:; to come to the 
country, n,nd sn1ug-gle then1 in no n1atter \vh:1t 
the poll-tax might he. These were pmsons 
who called themseh·os wamhousemen or mer­
clmnts, who manufacturer! furniture and other 
articles made solely by Chinese hantlicraftsmen, 
:md then 1mssul them off as Eut;lish illlporte<l 
fnrniture, deceiving the pnhlic. It was <Juite 
time that the people knr·. · tJw,c thill">', am! 
that the leader of the looked [t litcle 

~ln~l d!d. n()t hi-; 

peo1)le. 
then1 by the p8t':,on vd1o :l hi.--; 
the1n, and he had since verified it. 1-lc tLe 
hon. gentlm11:1n ·c·,~ollld like to ~;-et hi." inforn1n tir•n 
from some other ,·;onree tlum him,df (..\[r. 
Perkim), bnt he conld indiute to him whilt was 
going on. .All the infonnn,tidn was nnt centred 
in himself (.Mr. l'erkins ). There were other hon. 
member" who knew it as well as he did, if they 
liked to stand up and give the information. 

Therefore, he should be glad, no matter how 
stringent the provision introduced by the h<m. 
member for Townsville was, to vote in favour 
of it. 

Question-That the words proposed to be in­
serted be so inserted-put, and the Committee 
diYided :-

AYEs, 12. 
Tvfessrs. Archer, Norton, Chubb, lVIorehead, Hamilton, 

lllack, l\Iacrossan, Perkins, Lalor, Xelson, Jessop, and 
Fcrguson. 

NoEs, 18. 
::\fessrs. ::uacdonaltl-Patcrson, Dick~on, 13alc, ll:-tiley, 

Ttnt.lcrlge, Griftith, ·Poxton, Sbcrirlan, Dnt.ton, Deattie, 
,Jordan, H;gson, \rhite, lsambert, Bnekland, Drookcs, 
)fcllor, and Aland. 

Question resnl Yed in the neos·ative. 

Mr. MAC!lOSSAX said he proposed that the 
word "fifty " in the 3nl line of the clan se be 
mnittocl, with a view of inserting the words 
" one hundred." He did not think the hon. 
gentleman ,, ho wa< in charge of the Ilill coulcl 
object to that. He believed he was ignorant, 
when the Bill was laid upon the table of 
the House, that tho regulations of the Acts 
of the neighbouring colonies sttid that there 
should be one passenger to only e l'ery 100 
tons. The hon. gentleman spoke of the 
Acts in the neigh bonring colonies being 
drawn upon more moderate lines than this 
Ilill, evidently believing- that the Acts there were 
more moderate than the Queensland Acts. Also, 
when he (])fr. ])facrossan) v. as speaking on the 
second reading of the Bill, the hon. gentleman 
interjected that it was not the law in Victoria 
-that was, that one immigrant to 100 tons 
wa;; not the law in Victoria. Therefore, he 
took it that hntl the hon. gentl.e11utn) knowing the 
L'tw in \lict(Jri~t mHi in .i\cv/ Soutl1 \Vale,", ~aid 
one inunigTant for eym·y lOO tons, he would hrtYG 
a,, lrnil<:tted hi~ proposed ruc~t.c.;nre tn the lines of 
those of the other colonies. The Victorian law 
ust-J the terrn " inunigrants :' iusteft..cl of "pas­
'"·n;.;·el·s," and he might also a1ld that the penalty 
undl!r the Victorian lu\v as nnwh greater tbn.n 
the hon. member pmposml to make it. The 
·Victorian law itnpns.r~cl npo:n the rnastor or 
cha.rterc1· of ~1 Yr-. ..-cl bringing or introtlnciltg 
o11e 1nnrn tha.n one innni::;Tant for eYcry 100 
tons '~ penalty of .f:JOO. He had intentlod to 
move that it should be 200 tmts ; hut seeing the 
tlivisinn which had taken place, rmd helieYing 
that some hon. 111embm·s on his side of the Com­
Juittee nright be a:-; a,nxions as ho vvaf-: hiin~elf to 
restl'ict and li.1nit the nnrnber of Chinese cmning 
to the colony as much as possible, he would move 
that the words "one hnndred " be substitnted 
for the word "fifty," in the 3rd line of the 
clause. That \Vas the nwro 1nodera,te nun1ber, 
and it was with the object of assimilating their 
laws with the b.~ws of the neighbouring colonie8. 

The PRI<::lTIEll snid he had alrcctdy g'i,-cn 
rea'<ms why he thought "fifty" in the Bill 
hefon::.. then1 W;LS just a.,') "one hnn(ln-,l" 
in tLe .Act~ of :X cw Sonth rmd \ 1 id 

ci rcnHHtanc, <)f 
',d~re m1 the 

thcct thn 

the 
Ch1ne.--e. :ti~ ·~:.;~:thcr. 

:\Ir. :\[ACROS~L\X: It will not. 
The P RE.:\HE Ft '<litl that if it dicl not they 

conk! make it stricter ''fterwanls, hnt if 2:-,o 
Chine~e canw into tho colony in tweh e lnonth...; 
nfter the passe~ge of the ])ill he wonlrl be 
mightily mistrLken, rmd if the Chinese popnlation 
did not rapidly diminish year after yem· after the 



Chinese Immigrants, Eto., Bill. [20 FEBRUARY.] Chinese Immig'l"ants, Eto., Bill, 4S9 

Bill was passed he would be very much mistaken ; 
and that was the object they all had in view. 
He thought they had had a fair amount of dis­
cussion upon the clause, and he hoped they would 
soon come to a division upon it. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said that when it was 
doubtful whether one of the competitors for the 
throne of Scotland was not properly assassinated, 
one Kirkpatrick returned to where the man was, 
in order, as he said, to" mak siccar." The hon. 
member for Townsville might be called the 
Kirkpatrick of the House. He wanted to "mak 
siccar." As the hon. the Premier seemed to be un­
certain of the effect of the legislation he proposed, 
and as he (Mr. Morehead) was also uncertain of 
what its effects would be, he would vote for the 
amendment of the hon. member for Townsville. 

Mr. MACIWSSAN said the hon. gentleman 
was under the impression that the Bill passed by 
the Government of which he was Attorney­
General was the men,ns of stopping Chinese from 
coming to the colony. He was wrong in thn,t 
impression. The stoppage of the Chinese was 
owing to the worked-out condition of the Palmcr 
Gold Fields ; and had the Palmer Gold Fields 
continued or other goldfields been discovered 
since, that Bill would not have had any effect upon 
Chinese in1migration. Now the danger was from 
a very different source-from an interested class of 
men who would bringthemhere as they had brought 
them elsewhere. The hon. gentleman, as he had 
said the other night, was leaning upon a n1argin of 
profit to the planters. It was the difference between 
£31 for kanakas and £28 for Chinamen-£20 poll­
tax and £8, including cost of commission and bro­
kerage-so that it was actually in favour of the 
planter to bring Chinamen ; and yet the hon. 
gentleman said that because Queensland was on 
the highway, the penalty should be only GO per 
cent. of that in K ew South \V ales and Victoria. 
If the hon. gentleman thought to po~e as being 
as sincere on the Chinese question as he (lYir. 
1\facrossan) was, nobody would believe him, either 
in the House or ont of it. He knew some hon. 
members on the other side of the Committee 
were anxious to keep out the Chinese, but unfor­
tunately their party ties were stronger than their 
inclinations. " 

Mr. BROOKES said hon. members on the 
opposite side must allow gentlemen on his side the 
full benefit of their opinions. He was quite sin­
cere when he said he would endorse what the hon. 
member for Townsville had said the other night. 
But he could tell the hon. member for Towns­
ville and other hon. gentlemen on that side that 
they lay in a shadow, and he for one told them 
plamly that he did not believe in their sincerity 
upon the question before them. They had fought 
desperately for coolie'·, and they had turned 
round too suddenly. It was nonsense for hon. 
memLers opposite to attempt to pose as the only 
people in the House who wished to oppose 
Chinese. They had g·ot up their enthusiasm 
too suddenly. He said the hon. member for 
Port Curtis had made himself perfectly ridicu­
lcms. He said ttgain that he did not believe in 
that sudden change on the part of hon. members 
opposite. They should remember that they bore 
a bad chm·acter ; they were too sincerely desirous 
for the welfare of the working man. But the 
working man was not a born idiot ; he could tell 
friend from foe ; and he and the public g-enerally 
would know by the discussion that had taken place 
who were sincere and who were not. He (:Mr. 
Brookes) wa~ against a single Chinaman cmning 
into the colony; but he felt called upon to support 
the moderate, practical counsels of the Premier. 
He acknowledged the irresistible weight of the 
arguments that that hon. gentleman had used, 
and therefore he should again vote with him and 
against the amendment. 

Mr. CHUBB said that the hon. member for 
North Brisbane had stated that the working 
man was not a born idiot. \V ell, the hon. mem­
ber was not a working man ; he need say no 
more. In reply to hon. members opposite, 
he would just remind them that it was well 
known that the late Government when they 
last came clown to the House had a Bill to 
amend the Chinese Immigration Act, and for 
this reason: that during the previous twelve or 
eighteen months, Chinese had been coming into 
the colony in great numbers. The Government 
endeavoured to enforce the law as far as they 
could, but they could not stop the introduction 
of Chinese, and therefore they determined to 
bring in a Bill increasing the penalties provided 
by the Act ; so that they were not now actuated 
by a new-born desire to keep out Chinese. 

Mr. BLACK said that the hon. member for 
North Brisbane told them that he did not 
believe they were sincere ; and he also took 
credit for being a moderate man. Now, if there 
was one thing that the hon. member's best 
friend never accused him of, it was of being a 
moderate man. He (Mr. Black) had frequently 
pointed out in their debates on the Labour 
question that the hon. member had been the 
best advocate that the planters had in that 
House, because his views were so immoderate 
and so extreme that they carried their own 
refutation. \Vith regard to the present Bill, 
no one would accuse the Premier of being 
a friend of the planters. He could tell the 
hon. gentleman that the planters did not 
want Chinese labour, but they had been com­
pelled to get it owing to other sources of supply 
failin". He would also tell the Premier that 
the lfm would not keep Chinese out. He was 
desirous to see Chinese kept out of the colony ; 
but it would pay the planters better to get 
Chinese under the terms of that Bill than to get 
kanakas. The supply of kanalms was falling 
short ; and as the Premier had not yet told the 
House what was to be the future of the Labour 
question, that BilJ would not exclude Chinamen 
if the planters desired to get them. The hon. 
member for Townsville had pointed out what 
would be the cost of introducing a Chinaman, 
and the Bill would not be prohibitive. He (Mr. 
Black) was decidedly in favour of making the Bill 
even more stringent than was proposed by the hon. 
member for Townsville ; but as they had lost the 
last division, he should vote for the increase to 
100 tons, instead of 50 tons. 

The PREMIEH asked which they were to be­
lieve-the speech just delivered by the hon. 
member for Mackay or his speech the other 
evening? He had just told the Committee that 
he did not believe the Bill would at all restrict 
the introduction of Chinese. Speaking on the 
second reading of the Bill, he said :-

"I! the object of the Bill was simply to keep China­
men from plantations, one passenger to fifty tons would 
be virtually prohibitive; it would entirely prevent the 
planters from bringing thmn here." 
·what were they to believe? He (the Premier) 
believed that what the hon. gentleman said the 
other evening was his real opinion ; what he had 
said just now he had said simply as a debater. 

Mr. PERKINS said it wccs quite possible for 
the hon. member for Mackay to have reflected 
on the matter, and to have come to the con­
clusion that fifty tons was too low. Had 
the Premier never changed his mind in five 
or six days? Why, he (Mr. Perkins) had 
seen him wheel round before tea-time came. 
The hon. gentleman was very handy at picking 
out extracts from newspapers, and his memory 
was either very defective or inn,ctive. He had 
said that he believed the statement of the hon. 
member for Mackay the other night. Yet a few 
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days before, he had said that the hon. member 
was not a person to be trusted. It was no 
use for the Premier to try and wriggle out 
of his statement-he had a partiality for China­
men, and he expressed it. The hon. gentle­
man had surveyed the question from several 
points of view, and had said at last that 
he was inclined to favour the Chinamen, and 
now he tried to deny that, but he (:\'lr. Perkins) 
had read the statement--

The PREJYIIEll : Y on never re[ld that in 
any paper. 

Mr. PJ<;RKINS said he had. The hon. gentle­
rnrtn's statements at the time were w scandalous 
[lnd false that he did not take the trouble to keep 
a list of them. It was when the hon. gentleman 
was going round the country corrupting, de­
n1ornlising, rnislcading, rtnd betraying the people, 
thitt he made the stittement that had been rc­
peitted tlmt night. The hon. gentleman clmnge<l 
his mind hit!f-a-dozen times a week; he had 
one speech for one place itnd ctnother for 
:cnother. For a s<pmtting constituency he hctd 
ono speech, and he h[ld another for the 1\orth, 
so that his opinions in the South were totally 
opposite to those expressed up North. It was 
on the occ[lsion when the Premier was jun­
keting [lbout the country, procuring invita· 
tions to dinners in it not very credit[lble manner, 
thitt he indulged in that celebrated song at 
Amm:tc one Sunday morning in order to please 
the people up there, and it wa ·shortly after thitt 
at Rom[l th[lt the 'hon. member said he had 
rather [I leaning towards the Chinmnan; but he 
had prob[lbly imbibed too much when he nude 
th[lt st[ltement. It was very easy for the 
Premier when he wits hobnobbing with people itt 
dinner, and when he v,ra~ ar private 1nernber, to 
scty things which he would not stand by after­
wards; but now that he had got into of!lce the 
country wanted something more from him. He 
repeated once more, and defied the Premier to 
contrctdict him, that the hon. member expressed 
it liking to the Chinaman, and said he had a 
kind of leitning towards him. 

Mr. DLACK said he did not think there W[IS 

any inconsistency between whitt he hitd sitid 
that night and what he lmd said on the second 
reading of the Dill. In glancing throngh the 
Dill on the second reading, he had expressed an 
opinion that the fifty-tons provision would hitve 
the effect of keeping the Chinese ont of the 
country ; but it was perfectly fair for him to sity 
now thitt he thought the lOO-tons provision would 
be still more effective. He thoug·ht thitt :t man 
who wished to do his best for the welfare 
of the country should not be tied clown to 
every word he said. If he showed good re.;,son 
for itlteringhis opinion, he wets perfectly justified 
in doing so. There was no hon. memher in tlmt 
House who needed that com;idemtion shown 
him more thctn the Premier him.self, for there 
WfLS no 1ne1nLer in the 1-luu:-;e \Vh<nu it \Vac.; so 
difficult to 11~Jdcrstnnd, whu was ~o often 1nii­
under.stood, anclpctrticularly bcoclly lC[><>l'ted. 

Mr. l\IACilOSSAX snid he h:cd been making 
a citlculation to see ho\V many Chin:tmen could 
cmne 1n~,n (.,;nntry under ~th3 p:o_,)Jm:Sed :Dill 
withln n vtJ!' by tl1c British-India ~ten.nwrs alone. 
and it nllt-:'G hu ·l muenlbere,l thrlt tJwn:: were thre8 
or four other con .. 1panicK the 
between China, Sydney\ 
Britbh-In<lirt Company were 
them with twelve Loab; n year ; but 
that they were supplying twenty-four--

The PREMIER: Nut after next month. 
Mr. MACROSSAN said there would be 

cargo bo[Lt~, if not i1n1nigrantR. ThoHe :::.hips 
avemgcd more tlmn l)iOO tons; and twenty­
four ships with thirty Chinmnen iu each ship 
would bring the number up to 720 Chinese in the 

year. The hon. the Premier had said that he 
did not believe that 250 would come in the year. 
He (Mr. Macrossan) could prove that 2,000 
Chinamen could be litnded in Queensland every 
yeitr, if the pl[lnters required them. 

Mr. MOREHEAD s[lid it had been shown thitt 
720 Chinitmen could come to the colony by one 
sing·le line, and if the Premier was in e[lrnest he 
would accept the amendment, which could do no 
harm, bnt would moHt likely rlo good. 

The PHEJYIIEH said the Dill wits not brought 
in to prevent the introduction of Chinese by 
irnn1igrrtnt ;;;hips f1·orn (~reat Britah1 ; and the 
number of r-hips trading between Qneensbnd ctnd 
Chimt Wets so Hmall that the nmuber of Chinese 
who could come to the colony would be infini­
tesinml. 

Mr. l'J<:HKINS itskecl whether the Premier 
intended to conYoy the impre:· ... ion that the 
Chinese C;onld evade the poll~tax hy going to 
England, Scotland, or Ireland, t~.Jnd then con1ing 
to the colony from those places ·1 

The PHEMIEH siticl the Bill would apply to 
them where\'er they came from. 

J\.Ir, HA::\IILTON said thitt the ship , which came 
to Queensland from England called ctt .Bittitvia, 
where they could get any numlJcr of Chmamcn. 

Question-That the word prvposed to be 
omitted st[lnd p[lrt of the clause-put. 

'rhe Committee diYicled :--
AYEs. 19. 

Mrssrs Rntlcdgc, }Iiles. Griflith. Dieln.;on, Dntton, 
Shcrlclan, l1ailey. :!\inetlonal(l-l)Rtenmn. lJ,""attic, Tialc, 
\fhitc. J~uel<Iand, Foxton, Jordan, I~amlJcrt, :Uellor, 
Alancl, nrookek, and Hig::~m~. 

Xo~::s, 12. 
:.11eRSl\S. Xorton, Archer, :J1m·chc:u1, Chnbb, !Jerkins, 

Xel~on, Lalor, 1-'ergnRon, Jcs~op, lllaek, Hamilton. and 
:Jla crossan. 

Question resolved in the affirnmtive. 
Mr. CHuBB asked why the word " ship" h[ld 

been substituted for the word "Yessel," of which 
there W[IS a definition in the principal Act? 

On the motion of the PREMIEH, the cbnse 
was amended by the snhstitntion of the word 
"vessel" for the word "ship" in the 3rcl and 
Gth lines of the clause. 

Mr. CHUBll Siticl that, in order to make the 
penalty absolute, he wnnld move thitt the words 
"it pei1alty not exceeding'' be omitted, with a 
view of inserting the words" a, penalty of." 

The PHKMIER said the clause applied to all 
ships tmding along the coast. A ship mig·ht 
call at Cooktown to land it few cases of tea, or 
might pnt into Moreton D[ly for Witter, with 
Chinese passengers not for Qncenshnd, but for 
Sydney and Melbourne, and it would be absnrd 
to impose the mitxinnun peualty in such Citses. 
It was to meet such cases thitt the penalty WitS 
made flexible. 

1\h·. ?>IACHOSSAN s~jc] the Premier's ten­
,.,-o,s t~JiJ PXCC~f l\·o, 

Hmt \Vorking 
\\ _m1•1 see through it. os 

be t:-asily 1net by a Hpt .::i;L1 pro-

to the to pro~ccntc. 
Que~tin11-That the Wt·l'd:-:; prnjJo;:;cd to 

omitted stand pitrt ofthcclaup·-pnt mu!] 
Mr. KATES said he thought the mnximnm 

pendty of £20 v.its much too low, ancl for his 
part he should prefer to sec it £t>O. 

l\Ir. pJ<;HKlKS moved that the words "twenty 
poundt/' be mnitted, with the view of inserting 
the words "fifty pounds." 
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Question-That the words proposed to be 
omitted stand prcrt of the clrcuse-put. 

The House divided:­
Ans, 19. 

J'l.le\\..:;l'S. ~riles, Griffith, Dickson, Rutlectge, Dutton, 
Shcridnn, Bale, Foxton, }incdonald-raterson, Beattio, 
Bale, White, Buckland, J·ordan, Ismnbert, n:Iellor, Aland, 
Brookes, and Higson. 

~OES, 14. 
1Icssrs . .Km·ton, Archer, l\Iorehoad, Chnbb, Pm·kins, 

IImnilton, Palmer, XclRon, Lalor, Fcrguson, Jessor1, 
Blnck, ~Dtcrossan, and Kates. 

Question resolved in the rcffirmrctivo. 
On the motion of the PREMilUt, the House 

resumed, the CHAIR~IAN reported progress and 
obtained lease to sit again to~1norro\Y. 

PETI'riON OF CHARLl"S :FRANCIS 
CUl\DUNG. 

Mr. llEATTIE hid on the table of the Honse 
the report of the select committee nppointcd to 
in11uire into the petition of Charles :Fmncis 
Cnmrning, :wd moved that it be printed. 

Question put and pac sed. 

ADJOURNJ\IK:\T. 
In moving the adjournment of the House, the 

I'RRI\IIER said that there were only two 
priv<Lto motions on the pnper for to-morrow, nnd 
rcfter they h<Ld been disposed of he proposed to go 
on with the considcmtion of the Bill they had 
been discussing, and ho trnsterl thrct they wonld 
be able to mnke some progress with Supply. 

l\Ir. HAJ\IILTO:J'\ said he w<>11ld bke red vantage 
of the motion for adjournment to read a telegram 
he had just received from two prominent business 
n1en in Ca-irn~. It was itS follows:-

" Rrulgc oyer l:mwr Barron part.ly wa~hcd away, 
euttiug ncru· :Jincr,::regor's. 1,200 hors,-·s on road. All 
traffic snsycnded. c,reat. lo~s. Packcrt' ani1 towns­
llCOple ask Government to as~ist; urgently 'vantcd." 
The bridge wrcs between Herberton and Cairns, 
nnd unless steps were taken immediately to 
repair it, not only would the trrccle ]Jetween 
Herberton and Cairns be seriously affecterl, 
hut the packers on the rorul would suffer 
very grerct loss and privation. He wished 
to imprec, upon the Government the neces­
sity of some steps being taken to relieve the 
nwn in extrmnity ; and he had every rl'\'lson to 
believe they wonld. The rainy season harl only 
just set in, nnd would continue for two or three 
months, rcml if some steps were not taken rct 
once, the whole of the bridg-e would be probr,bly 
wnshed away. 

The l'HEMIEU said tlmt the Government 
wonld get all the informntion they could to­
nlorr<nv, and t:-tke w h~t step~ were nece:-;Rary. 

The House adjourned rct ten minutes past 12 
o'clock. 




