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Pacific Island, Etc,, Bill. [13 FEBRUARY.] Questions. 3:11 

LEGISLATIVE ASSElYIBLY. 
JVedru.~,fU,t/, 13 ]'1

('{;}'1/U"'.tf, 1R8-t 

Sutton E~tate I~nabling Bill.-Qne:-.tion~.- Printing 
Committee Report,.-Divi:-:ional Boat•Us Aet Amend­
ment Bill.-Paeific Island JJahourers .\d AmeuchHenL 
Bill-adoption of reporL··-PndflC' lslaud r.~abourer!" 
_\et Arr~eudment Bill- eonnnittoe.-Chinc:.:n Immi-. 
grant~ Regn·ation .i..et of 1H77 Auwndment Bill-­
:-:econd rerLding.--.\rtjonrnment. 

The SPEAK EH took the chair at half-p,ut 
:3 o'clock 

SUTTOX ESTATJ~ EXABL1KC BILL. 
Mr. BAILEY brought up the Heport nf th,, 

Select Cmn1nittee on the Rnttnn EHtat~\ Ena,hling 
Bill, and moved that it he printerl. 

Que·,tion put mu] passed. 

QUESTIOXS. 
Mr. :\IOllEHEAU a•.kerl the Colonial Secre­

tary-·· 
1. V\~hen !lO tlw ( ~overnment propo.~e to comment L 

the new Government Office~. competiti\c tlesigus for 
which were recently .-..ent in. and sub::.equently referred 
to a committro. ant! for \Tllh'h pri~C:o,. ha F~ beeu 
nwat'C\et!' 
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2. \rhieh rlc:t"i).!'n has hecn approYcd hy tlt0 r.oYern­
ment:. 

3. What is the P:o:tilna.ted eo~t ot llw appl'OYCd de~ig11 :· 

TheCOLO~lAL SEOlcET_\ H.Y (Hnn. S. W. 
(iriffith) replied--

'rhe novernment have not yet arriync1 at any deter­
mination on the ~nbjeC't; but~ it will rcrciye th6ir early 
attention. 

:\Ir. STF~VE~S asked the Colonial Secre­
tary--

1. If the Government are av:;nre of the proximi1y to 
the border of the eo loll,\ of the rabbit. pe~t: 

~. lrlwther the GoYermnent arc preparing. ol' ha ye 
prcparecl, any mea~nru to flcaJ with the rabbit~ wheu 
they CHter the colony~ 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied-
1. rfltc att-ention of the u-oyernment was a few flays 

:<int'e i'ii.lll~d by the Government of ~cw ~outh \falc:s Lo 
llw faet that rabhit~ al'e approaehing the bordm· of the 
t:olou_v, and were now ~thont 12',) lllile~ cti~tant. 'rllerc 
is l'Ca~on to I'Hppo;:;c that t!H:y are aLso Hllproaehing from 
::-;ontll _Australia. 

2. The fiovernment will introdnl'P a men~nrc to deal 
wiL!J tile :mbjed probably in t!w ucxt session. 

:\[r. BAILEY ~sked the :\finister for 
\Vorks-

r~ it the intention of the Gove1·mnent to take into 
<'Onsidpration the rergu~~t of tlw re~id.ents of t.112 1:-<is 
fhstrict, as embodied in a petition presenterl to the 
House on Tuesday. 5th inst~Lnt? 

The PREMII~R (Hon. S. W. Griffith), in the 
nl1sence of the :\Iinister for \Vorks, replied·--

'I'he representation~ of the petitioners \vill receive 
C'tLrefnl consi<leratiou hv the Government before a tinrtl 
<leeisi~u is arriYerl a..t il}1on the route to he arlopted for 
llle ratlway from Rnrrmn to Bmulahcrg. 

Mr. ~ORTO.'\ asked the Colonial Treasurer­
}:.; it tlle intention of 1 he Uovernmcnt to plaee the 

r;mn of ,C10,0:1o on the Snpplemcnt<Lry I•:stimateH for 
tlrctlging the Bnrnett. Riyer. as asked hY t lle illllHlahcrg 
Chnmlwr of Comlltert•e :-- · 

The COLONIAL 'rREASUREil (Hon .. T. R. 
DickHon) replied-

The dredging of the Rurnctt River i~ being eontinned, 
notwithstanding that no provi:"ion was made to re­
lJlenish the vote for that pnrpot<f~, now exhansted. 'l'he 
GoYernment will consider the reqnirements of this 
~m·vice when framing- their loan proposals for harbour~ 
and rivers imvroYemcnts. 

:\lr. 2'\0HTO;:\ asked the ::VIinister for 
Works-

!. Is it trne, as reported., that the construction of 
siding at 60 miles 5!J ehains. Rnnclahcrg aud :Jlonnt 
Pf~rry Railwa)T, hns been eouuterma.nflefl :-

~- If so, fot· ·what reason? 
The l'ILRl\UER replied-
rche }Iillistcr for W'orkH 1ws directed the E'l'eetiou of 

1 he siding referred to to he suspended for the present. 
!JeHding inquiry iuio the qne~tion 'IVhPtlwr il b not 
eutirely in the interest or tlw applkaut, who is not 
willing· to eompl,Y with the nsnal tm·n1~ as to the <•ost of 
sidings ereeted for the eonveuienee of indiyiclnal~. 

1\IJ·. HA:\HLTON asked the Coloni>el Trea­
~tlrer·-

l. J[ayc the Oon~l'lllilCllt· YC't taken into r-on...,idm·­
ation tlJe nrccssity for proYifling Cooktown an cl Cait·n . .., 
'dth L1redg·e:-: :--

~- lf so, what drei:;;ion h~nTe they arrived at.;-

'l'he COLONIAL TRl<:AS"CIUm. replied­
Govermneut. have before them the conrlition of the 

po1:ts <?f C~oktown and Cail'll:-i in the matter of fh•edging, 
ancl Wlil g'I\'8 dne t~ou~ideration to their reqniremcnts. 

jylr, I-L\MILTO~ asked the MiniNter for 
\Vorh--

H~tve any rnports been receivecl regarding any of the 
Hailway Surveys from Port DonglaE\ to Herbertori; from 
( ;Lirn~ to Herberton; and from 11ourilvan Harbour to 
Herbert.on ?-~and if so, h~s the }'IinistPr n.nv objention 
to pnt. them on the table:-- · 

Th" l'RE:\IU:R replied-
At-; stated on 1,lm.rsc1ay last, no repol'ts on the Herberton 

nailwny Sm·veys lmvc been reef ived fl'l)ll1 any of the 
:<urveyors. Diariei' of exploration trips lltade by }1r. f'. 
Palmerstou rrolll l'ort Dongla~ ~llul fl'Olll CHiJ'n.'O! ha\'(' 
hePn ~cmt in. 

PTIL'\'rTNG COl\I:\ITTTEE REPORT. 
}fr. FlL.\81<~ll bmught up the thir<l report 

of the Printing Committee, and mo1 ncl that it 
be printed. 

Qurc.tion put and l""·'ed. 

DTVISIO::\'AL BOARDS ACT A:YfKND­
iYmN'r BILL. 

The PREMIER moved that leave be given 
to introduce a Bill to further amend the [li vi­
sional Boards A et of 187H. 

questicm put and passed. 
The Bill was read a first time, and the seconcl 

reading made an Order of the Day for tu­
lllOI'l'OW. 

PACIFIC ISLAXD LABOUREHR ACT 
A:VIK\'TJ:\iK:'\'1' BILL-Al>OPTIU:'\ OF 
REPORT. 

On the motion of the PlcKHIER, this Ur,lel' 
of the Day was discharger! from the paper. 

PACIFIC ISLAKD T,ABOuHEHS ACT 
Al\Il~~DMENT BILL-COMMITT.EK 
On the motion of the PREMIER, this Bill 

was re-committed for the purpose of considering 
new clauses. 

After a pause, 
The PREl\UETI sair1 that as there appeared tn 

be no amendment, he would move that the Chair. 
man leave the chair. 

:VIr. HAMILTON said he had been \raiting· 
for the hon. member for Oxley to move the 
amendment of which he lmd given notice. As 
that hon. member did not appear to be present, 
he would mm·e that the following new clan"' 
follow clause 7, as passed :-
:Prom and after the i hirt v-lirst da\· of Decemher,one than­

sand eight hundred and Cighty-tt\·c, before any islander~ 
shall he permitted to land from any vessel. the master of 
the vessel shall pay to the Collector of Customs, or othel' 
otticer of Customs authorised in that behalf, the ~mm of 
fifty pounds for every such islander, the same to be paid 
into the general revenue of the Cllony. 

If any master ~hall neglect to pay any snPh snm. or 
shall land or permit to land any islnnder at any plaf'e ill 
the colony before such :-mm :-:halt have been paid for or 
hy him, such ma~tcr ~hall be liable, for every :nwli 
offence, to a penalty not exceeding tifty pounds for ear·h 
islander i'O lanrled or permitted to land." 
:Many hon. members last night said they were 
pledged to their constituents to oppose the intro­
duction of black labour, and wonld support any 
measure to exclnde it. He waited pntiently 
until nearly the last clause of the Bill wa;; 
pa,K.sed, iu order to see if any of tho~e hon. 
r.;entlemen wonlrl attmnpt to redeem their pledge..< 
by introducing a clause to exclude black labrnu·, 
hut not one of them attempterl to do so. Per­
haps their reason was that the introduction of 
such a clause might be considered on their pnrt 
n,s n, direct Yote of cen~nre on the Prernier for 
having failed to deal with the matter in his Bill. 
Kodoubtit was, for the fact of the Premier having 
taken no steps to do sn shower! tha the waR al'erse 
to do-ing :-:;n. 'The hon. gentlenu1n hac.l, howen'l', 
induced the people of the colony to believe th:tt 
he was avene to all colunred labour. The clause 
he proposed would h<we the effect of forcing the 
hon. gentleman to show what his views were on 
the snbject ; and though the fact that no cl:>nse 
of the kind appeared in the Bill showed that 
the Premier was averse to the exclu;;ion of 
colnurerl labour, still the hon. membm· and his 
party, if they wished to fulfil their pler!g-es tu 
their constitac,nts, must support the clause he 
had introducsd. 

The PRE::vi.IER suggesterl that if the hom. 
member desired to introduce his amendment, lue 
should move that it he inserted after chnse X, 
instP.ail nf hefnre it, 



:Mr. HAJ\IILTO:'\ nl!lved that the new elanse, 
''" he had rea,d it, should be iuserted after clause 
ti, a.s pa.ssed. 

The PREJ\H ~~I:~ said the c;.onnuuent, of 
couroe, could not accept the clause. The hon. 
Jlleinber who llHrved it ,.:;;aid he ·wanted to knovv 
w}u~,t the opinion~ of the G-overnrr1ent \Vere llpnn 
the Black L<~bom question. His (;\h, <~l'iffith',;) 
viewl", a .. nd tho:--e of the UoYernluent, npon thn 
Black Labonr que,;tion were perfectly understood 
hy the people of the culony, and it was certainly 
quite mmecessary, after the many debates which 
had taken place in time House btely, to 
enunciate the1n once tnore. "\Vhen the Govenl­
mont thought the time had arrived for the 
prohibition of I'olyne•,ian labonr, they 'nmhl be 
perfectly preparet! to take the re,;pon,;ibility nf 
doing· t-'o. It wa;-:; their fnnetjoll to dP so. Tf thn 
Jlont-!£' thought it dc~ira.ble to do :-;o they con1d 
p<:L~--. a re:-;u]uti(lJl tP that effect ~ hnt the< in\'(~l'll­
lll8lli. WP.l'C qnitl' lJI't'PH.l'P(l tn taku the J'e~pon:-:i~ 
l•ilit,~ whe11 tlH· tlnlt> <.LJ'l'i\ed fo1· ~u~h ;1etion. 
!le t,hought l1imodf thnt tJ,e ]'l'ohihition of the 
intrndnctlon il[ ld;tck labour :-;lJonld be cou~ 
~~urnmt with the :-;ubstjtution of HOlJJe ntlt('r 
labom to t;ckc its place: nn1l when, tts he hoped 
would be the mu:.:;e ill the course of a year or 
two, the Ci-overnrnent would be able to n1ake 
arT:urgernent:;;; ft'r the ~ati::;factory introduction 
of all the lahour required in the colony, they 
would be Jn·epm·ed to denl with the subject. 

:\Jr. MOHEHEAD said he did nut wish to 
detain the Committee, and had but a very few 
words to stLy npon the clause. He wished to 
e>ty thnt he disclaimed any symp:tthy whatever 
with the amendment. It was a,s much a surprise 
to him when the hon. member gave notice of it 
hwt night as to any member of the party opposite. 

:\[r. HA:\liLTOX saicl the leader of the 
Opposition had dischtimed in the name of the 
party of having agreed to the clause which he 
(Mr. Hamilton) had proposed. That was true; 
he (Mr. Hamilton) was going on his own bottom. 
The Premier said that the people of queens­
land perfectly nnderstood his Yiews on coloured 
labour. They did not. They had heard the 
view" he had expressed, but they had no me:ms 
of knowing what his real views were. The 
Premier also said th>tt when the time arrived 
to exclude coloured labour the (~overnment 
would take the responsibility. His refusal to 
accept the clause showed that he thought the 
time had not yet arrived. The step taken by him 
(:V[r. Hamilton) vroulr! sm've tu ,;how what the 
Prernier's re~l Rcntilnent:-: we1·e on the Colon red 
Labour <jlJCsti• m. If the Premier had bec,n honest 
in the expression of his belief th,tt "·hite labolU' 
could gro\v Fmgar profitably, tLIHl that be tli . ..,a.p­
proved of <;oloured labour, he wonld htwe :mp­
ported his motion. How could he reconcile his 
action that night with his statements outside the 
House? He had publicly exvre'·'e•l his settled 
wnviction, »fter thirteen years' study of the 
question, that the experience of (lueensland had 
shown that sugar could be culth ated profitably 
by white labour, and that he preferred intro­
ducing Enropeant; for that. work. He Hhould, 
in prouf of that, cpwte Ins own words from 
,;peeche' made by him. At a ba,nqnet tct Rose­
wood he expre,;sed himself to the following 
effect:--

,(It 1vas no use saying f:ngar eonl(l 110t he gTmvn with­
ont eo loured lnlJor. Let them try the experiment. and 
when they had tried it :wet failPd it \\'Lnthl be time 
t'HOll.!.';h t.o talk abmtt 1lw othf'r alterHnthe." 
At a Tonwocnn lJrt .. l>allfluet he .-;a.id : ---

.. It wa:-: :-:aifl tllf'Y wc1·e oulY wanterlnorth of :.\la<·kaY. 
ht·(':m-:f' t1w l'limatt~ wa~ ~o tt•n:ilJlL' th:!t tlle whiff· tmlu 
t·nnld 11nt work in t ltc fiPlfl. ,,.<'lL \l(' ha1l ~f'('H t lwm fln 
tnu.ch hardn work than wqJ·kill;:.:- in tlw !if:l1lt-, :.tll<l \w, 
',.,l t):l';rt' ~~'11~ 110 il.'Ol'k t!J'; l\...·J·.; t.:)i\U dJ Lbd.t tL'c 
11l:\1te ll)au c~<~Ll JNt do." 

Act Amendment Bilt . 

...:\gain, iu the Town Hall, ~cc:m·dint; to the 
Cuuc'iel' of the 11th of last August, he ,;aitl :-

.. J<:norlltoll~ lll'Otit:-:; 1:onlli 110t be made by alJ~OlllC(' 
('apitah~b without eolonrcd Jabonr; but he di<l not ean· 
iJ ''"c t'Onld not. He wmtld rather 1101 sec that kind of 
thing- here. In thi:-; vart of tllc colony, :md. at 1Iary­
borongh, at Bundabm·g, and eYCll at 1laekay, it had 
hccn proYed that white men conld g-row ~ug-ar pro­
Jitably.'' 
\Va,s~the Pren1ier, after thn::; arguing in favour of 
the white nutn, now going back on hiln? l-Ie a1~-;o 
said in the Eichuol of ~ATt:-', lat~t .t-\..ugust, ac.:cni'il­
ing to the repm-t of hiti 1neeting in the CouJ·ieJ' :--

.. .Another (-JYil connected with t.hi1:i labonr wonld be 
that in attemyting to con!inc H to agric~nlture \Ye 

:-;hmtlcl, b~Y lcgi~latiYe cmwt1nent, <"reate 1110 idea that 
1ield labour 1.va:-> d.egradlng. thall whkh nothing could he 
more bmentablP. 'rlw re~ult. 1.\'0nl<l be that no white 
labour would he inclncecl to et1gagc i.n agrkulturc.'' 

rrhe Pt·mnier \\'a.~ llOW, therefore, by the Hill 
he hfl<l iutrodneet1, attempting- tu do tha.L 
which, aet.:ording- tt) hi:-: pnhliely e'\{JJ'e~s~~d l1cliel.. 
wnnld cm1~c· lal.tour t<~ he eou~lderml deg-rn.ding iH 
(Jut+'n..,land, and_ wonld Jn·cvent whitt'~- enga;;in.:.: 
in it. .\.fter h;c,·ing informed the !"""Jlle (!f th•' 
culonv tlmt lw eontiidered white men perfeetJ., 
catmble of working in the canefieldr:, and tha~t. 
he wa,; opposed to coloured labour, he not only 
refused to stop the introduction of colouret l 
labour, but refm;ed to even put any clog on theil· 
introdnction in the shape of a poll-tax. He refused 
to tlo tlmt at the Yery time he had oent instruc­
tionH to ]1~ngland to leHKen Eurqpean ilnnJigration. 
The fact of his having thus r.,tricted Eun>peml 
innnigration a~t the very tirne he rehlt~ed to 
restrict the introduction of coloured labour­
although he had admitted that the work for 
which the btter was introduced could be l'er­
formed by white men-clearly proved that all 
the agony he had piled on during the election, 
that this was a white man·,~ colony, and that he 
\vould oppo~e coloured htbour eorning in, wa:-; 
done to deceive the people nncl catch their votes 
in orcler to vault into office off their backs. 
\Vhat did the hon. gentleman say in the 'fown 
Hall lately, according to the Telq}l·aph? He 
should quote from one of the speeches to which 
he referred :-

"It is ,osaid, \V hat do ~·on mran hy lH'Opo~ing to get illl­
migTants from Ureat Britain to work in ticld~ t "rhy is 
labour in 1ields more degrading in one porti.on of the 
colonv than another~ It is work that can be dmw in 
New i-louth ·wales, a.nd why eau it not he done here:·'· 

Last night the Premier had said that the intro­
duction of knn~tka.R hnd driven innnigrantN 
from the colony, and after admitting that he 
now refused tu· exclnde them. He h>ed stated 
that white men could work in the fields, p·t 
he wn.~ stoJ•piug their introduction, nnd a,t the 
H::tnw tirne intl'odncing kanuJ..:.a,K t() snp!Jly their 
plaeeN. The hon. gentlmnan had, seven or eight 
years ag·o, said that the employment of kanakas 
wa,; only >t temporary policy, yet only that 
session he !me! introduced tt Bill which he hilH· 
self "aiel would have the effect of doubling the 
supply to sugar-planters. l'\o m:ttter whttt their 
political opinions were they must be all satisfied 
on one point, that the Premier was not honest on 
the C:olonred Labour question. The expression 
of his sentiments upon it yariecl with the latitude 
in which he expressed tlwse sentiments. He, 
however, had by his motion succeeded in doing 
one thing, and that was, he had shown the people 
of the colony that the Premier's utterances on 
that snbject were ntterly nnreliable. 

(!ue.stion· That tlwclau,se, H'HL',<td, folluwelallol' 
R of the Bill- put. 

'l'he ClL\.IR:YlAX declared that the ·'Sues" 
hacl it, wherenpon 

:\fr. l.L\::\ULTO:\ callc'l for a ,jj,·j,.;imt. 

Thcr~ he ilL. only 'lllC t..eller for the "Aye '•" Uw 
CH ~'l.IH~·L\.Y ~,a_irl the 'ln•::Aion :_~<)uld noL be t:''J.~, ~. 'J 

a di'< i<in:, dlld muct be re:oc!>·ed in t,he negati·;e, 
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Mr. URIJVLES ,;aid he begged tn move the 
following new dause, to follow clause 11 of the 
Kill :~-

H ~hall nut lm lawfnl to work an i~lander more than 
nine~ hours on each of ~ix eousceutiYe days in e\cry 
week, eounncncingo \vith the )1ontlay of each week. 
The honrs of work shall be estiltlated. cxcln1;ive of the 
time allmvcd for meal~. 
Tt was not nece'"<ll'J' fur him to take up the time 
of the Committee with regard to it. He had 
:--poken un the rtue-"tion the previons evening, and 
nlm:it hon. n1err1bers \\·ere a\Val'e of hi~:~ motive 
in introducing it. He nun·ed that the elause l1e 
clause 12 of the Bill. 

. ~\l"r. BL.\I~K ><<tid hl' was •jllite pt·epared t" 
rrn·e the b 1JTI, ll!t:lnber credit for t;fH)d intentitmf 
!11 n1cn.·in~· the clause, At the~ ,.une til11e he 
thought the hon. member had fnlled, at present, 
to .sho\v sufficient reason,, fur introducinb a 
clause of that sort, makin.~; short hourr1 pre~ 
vail in connection with an agricultural in­
dnstty~ a custmn which he 111ight sa.fely c:ay 
did nnt preva,il in connection with the ao-ri­
cnltural industry in any country of the 
cvorlcl. Hon. members of course knew th>Lt 
in mechanic'd pursuits short hours prevailed in 
many ]nuts of the world, but for ngricultural 
Jmrsuits to be hampered by regular hours \\'aS 

not, so far as he knew, known airvwhere, and he 
did not think that the hon. ~·entlernan had shown 
an:-- reason why the ><ystem should obtain the 
force of l<tw in connection with the aoTiculture 
of the north of (~neenslancl. The hon. g~ntlernan 
e~pecia1ly wev .. kened his ca~e when, in introdncino· 
the cbnse, he admitte< 1-~ " 

•· That it. wa:-- not well ilJ onliwu·y ease:-. fm· the Le:.dH­
lature to Ntep in aud interfere hctwccu Clllllloyer and 
f-•mplo; (\but many l'as.c . ..:. h~ut Hrisen in which it }Hul 
lwen alJ~olntcly twt•,e:;~:~ary:· 
And he went on to ~ay---~ 
·· It harl lJL'PH deemed net·c:-;~ary t.o :-;V'p in awl make 
:.ltelllegislatiou a~ he propo~e(l iu the i:a~e of the factory 
operatiYes in the l'uited Kingdom." 
There was no ltnalogy whatever Letween that 
m~e anrl the present, because the ~\et refened 
tu wa~ pa~Re({ to prevent young ehilLlreu Leinv 
nuduly ta~kt(l in ca.rrying' out the wol'k of thei~ 
ernployerH. The hon. gentJeu1~n continnetl-­
'"Tlteir hour . .., of labour were excP ... sin~, aud werp fomn1 
to be detrimental to their health. ekpe('ially the lwaltll 
fJf yonng children and IYOll.tCIL '' 

That \Vas no argnn1ent to bdng forward :in the 
case now under discu"imL Then he also 
,.aid--
.. It was not hi~ intention in tlh: r~htu::;e he had gi,·en 
HotiCe of to interfere with the employment of kanakar; 
\Yhere properly worked." 

He (:i\fr. Black) maintained th[tL, a~ a rule, the 
kanakas were properly worked, and no evidence 
had been brought before them to show otherwise. 
'l'he plantations all over the colony were well 
known, and were frequently -.isited by people 
tmvelling, and the universal testimony of tho><e 
people was that the lmn:1kas were well and 
ltllflHlHely LreateJ. The hon. gentJen1an had in 
corroboration of his argu1nentH, referred t~ a 
report which W<ts pnhlishecl in the "Votes 
and Proceedings" of the House for the 
year 1877. The hon. gentlem«n, in reading 
from that report, led the Committee to believe­
•Jt· that w«s his impression-that it was "report 
on the treatment of Polynesians generally all 
through Queensland. He (Mr. Black) objected, 
\Vhen any hon. gentlewun read fron1 a report, 
that he should nrrd on!~· that portion which hap~ 
pened to suit his own particular Yiews. That 
~nquiry was authorised by Parli~1,n1ent to ilH-1uirc 
1nto the eonJition of kt~nakn,J on cerhtin plant8J' 
tion,; belungin,; to }Icssr~. Tooth and Cmn in the 
:'\laryborough diutrict ouly, 8Ud not planta.tiono 
f·~hrcu£;hout_ the colol1y, _\nother thing which be 
did n~t thml.:: the h"n. ms~ber for 'Jxlsy put 

fairly before the House wtts the death-rate of 
Polynesians in the colony, when he said:-

"lie might, refer to the report of the Registrar-General 
for 1882, as t,hc mortality amongst Polyucsians in that 
~-car wa~ most alarming. He found it had risen to 82·6-:t 
per 1,000." 

The hon. ;;·entleman knew perfectly well that 
WitS not " fair statement, because only ten days 
since he had moved for a return showing what 
the death-rate re<'lly was. He (Mr. Black) 
.maintained that the hon. gentleman's statement 
was an attempt to mislead the House ; because 
that return showed that the death-rate was 
abont fi per cent., or about ;)Q per 1,000, 
vYhereat~ the hon. t;·m1tlemu.u, in ol'der to force 
his vie\\'H, tried to lnttke the Co111H1ittee believe 
that tbe dea,th-rate was hutn 8L! to 90 pe1' 
cent, There wa' no doHbt thttt the morta!itv 
.mnongst Polynesian:; \Vas very 1ntwh higher thall 
am.ongst Europeans, but that ~i\ as easily to be 
accounted for. It was well known that, at the 
time of the year when they e<tme most freely to 
the _colony, their supply of food, from the 
hurncane season and other causes, had run 
short on the islanck In many cases, when the 
islanders came on board the ships, they were in 
tt we<tk and emachcted st«te. He <tppealed 
to anyone who had watched the Polynesian,; 
<lnring their stay in the colony if, by the end of 
the first year, they were not materially improved 
in he<tlth ; towards the end of the second year 
still fnrther impro,·ed; and whether, when the 
time came for them to retnl'n to their homes, 
they were not in robn><t health ? There was 
no doubt that it was during the first twelYe 
months after their ani val in the colony that 
the umjority of deaths took place. 'rhey were 
especially liable tn <1isease of the lungs and 
diarrhoea; but he believed that every precaution 
was t<tken, Bot only by the plante1·s, but latterly 
by the Govel'nment, to see that the kanakas 
were properly cared for and well trertted. It 
was not to the interest of the sugar-planters to 
overwork them, nor did they do so. Hospitt<ls 
were now being established ttt very heavy ex­
pense in different portions of the eoluny; the 
inspectors, he believed, did their Lluty to the 
best of their ability, and the Government 
were, he waR :-;ati:::died, in eYery way anxious that 
complaints anrl abuses m connection with the 
coloured labour traffic should be done away 
with. He gave the Governmeut credit for that, 
and should be always rearlY to assist them in 
cyery possible way, either b~; bringing complaints 
before them himself when he found their own 
officials did not do their duty, or by insisting 
that every protection shoulcl be given to Poly­
nesbns. They had an industry in the colony 
in connection \Vith \Vhich there was an an1ount 
of very light wmk which could only properly be 
done by that claes, and to pass a clause providing 
that they should only work nine hours a day was 
really unnecessary. It had never been called for. 
The amendments that had been made had been 
pa,;eed chiefly to regulate time-expired islanders. 
That was what the countrv dem<tnded at 
the hst election, and not, a" ·had been repre­
sented by some hon. members, as if the whole 
subject of coloured labour had been under dis­
cussion. It was not; but the electors tts a rule 
said that from the experience of the last four­
teen years they fonnd that the Polvnesians had 
not done the country any harm, but "they believed 
that that kind of labour required proper regula­
ting ; and if that was done, and the Polynesians 
were confined to the plantatimcs, they had Ill\ 
nhjeetion to it. The electnrF, he belie;-ed, hacl 
reeogniHed the nec:e,.,t5ity of coloured labour of 
~'Jat description £or ths plantations, and had 
no objection if it "qt£~ properly regulated to 
that the abuces that had beep o.trried on 
.,:ere no lcn,;er pe~retrated. There they Gtoppe.:i, 
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hut they pnt their foot down lll<"t emphati­
cally again~t the intrmluction of coolies. 1-le 
hopc~d the hon. gentlen1an \Vould give hhu 
"redit for putting tlw matter plainly 1Jefore the 
Committee ; and that, seeing tlmt there lmd heen 
H<J dmnand for such a, 1n·ovi8ion--that no con11Jlaint:-~ 
had Ueen rai~ed a Lout the hnnl's of labour duri11g 
which lmnakas were employed-he wonld with­
draw hiH really unnece:-i~ary n,nd \ exntious amend­
ment. If he could show tlJttt those people were 
ovenvorked then he would ha;vc., :-;mne ; .. :;round for 
propm;ing it, hut he had not done :-;o; and in the 
present unsettled stttte of the indu ·try, when the 
ph~nters were being nnneCP'•Sttril;.~ hara,s~ed. tu 
~'nforec sneh a eLtu:-:e w011ld he lJel'petuating a 
feelin;;; of hTitation which he (}[r, Bhtckl fur 
·~me would be "8l'_V happY to :-:eP, ~1Jbside" 1-le 
_;uve the GoYernr.t!ent cre(Ht. for l)f_·~l_lg tk,..;irous 
to ·~ee that the idanders WGte proper-1:. pr-otect-c-rl, 
and alw that the planters should not be nnnecf -
:)a,rily hata'::~ed, 

J\Iro BROOKES :oaid he wn very ~)ad to 
"'c the amendment pru['osed by the lwn. 
n1ember for Oxley, beu<tll~e eYerybocl"" ·who 
was t~t all hmiliar" with the historv" of c;,loured 
labour knew that the hours of" bbour were 
always too long. It had 1-:.een ::.o and wa,8 so 
at the pre,ent time in the \Vest India Jo,lands. 
It w~ts so at J)ernerara,; and vYhereYer there wa,-.; 
:c sladsb or semi-slavish race of labonrers it httd 
always been found necesst~ty for the lmperi,tl 
( ~overnruent to ~tep in and regulate it. The 
planter~-:; wonld neYer ~tep in-no fear: an<l it 
h'td been found absolutely necessary for the 
( ;overnment to do so. He submitted tlmt there 
\Va~ smuethiug like u, coutraclictiou in terru,-.; 
when the bun. member f<>r ~ltwkay plettded for 
l'egula.tion~ and yet a.r:;-ned a.gain:-.·t the one regu­
la.tion 'vhich, ~tbnve rdl other~. \va:-; nwNt 
calculated to promote the wdf>cre of the 
lmnaka:;. He conld not nnder;;tan<l it; and 
l1e said there was no evidence to show that the 
,nnenclment was necesc;.u·y. \Vbat did he think of 
the report sent in by Dr~. Tbonl'on and \Ymy '' 
Did that eonnt for nothinc; ~ He nminbined 
tha,t it L'onuted for :t very gl'eat de:d ; and 
;·lthung-h the hon. llllllH 1 Jel' 1uight sa.y thi~ lJl'< ,_ 
\ i~don waK nut necesf:.ary in hi~ p:nt of the \Vorlcl, 
it<•W did thev know that? Tlwv mn,t fence in 
those plantei-s with all lll<tnncr" of Q"lutmntees, 
He had yet to learn that the J~lanters at 
:\laclmy, or other parts of the colon~- north nf 
~\Taryborough. were any better than the ]\ Luo~-­
I.Joruugh plankrs; '"''l he said it did not look 
well for the pln.ut.er~ to bo arguing agai11st 
a regulation \vhich woulc1 prevent them from 
working kttnalms to clnath. \Y a;; that too 
strong tt phrase? They knew it \va:; not. The 
report furnisher! by Drs. Thomson and \\'ray 
s]>okc empbaticttlly nf the crueltieK that were 
JH'ttetisecl upon kanalnts in G(lll~eqnence nf the 
extortiouate hours of bbonr theY were cttllecl 
npon to work ; and ttll throug-h "the history of 
c·oloured labour they found the 81\llle thing per­
pctUi_tted -..vnrkint; tho:-;c lJCoplc to dea.th in the 
ernKhing season. If there could b" more than 
twenty-four honrs "'lneezed into the c1a~o' they 
would httve to work more than twenty-four 
in the day. They were "'or ked to death. That 
\nt~ not the lan.gua.ge of rhetoric. Thn:·,e were 
facts which could be extmcted from th<msttnds 
nf volnrnes on the snbject of coloured labour; 
a.ud then~ \Vas nothing npon which the Irnperial 
Uo\7r.l'IlllH~nt ln.id Ro nnwh Htre~s ns tlw,t the hours 
of bbour should be distinctly ancl definitely 
lixecL The edl of enloure<l la hour wtts that it 
placed the smTile htbnurer too mu eh nn<ler the 
('( 1ntrul of the wldte lll<tll. The~- r11ight not e:lll 
Lha:l, ~lavsrv J 1-mt it war; akiu to it-CIJUbin tn it. ~ 
and unlctJ::i ~Lhey "'1\'BJ'f) YCl"Y can.Jnl 1t '-'-'Ould 
~leg·enerate iute iJJJ'.·Bry. The hun. P.Jember 
:'·fitckayatated thal;o.tthe !ar;t i;€nctal eiecti~n the 

Yoice of the peoplt~ wa~ 11t1t agaiw.;t kanak:-tt>, but he 
(:\fr. Brookes) could as>mre him that he htbonred 
nnder Lt V8l'j" grieVOU:-1 lni:-;take. rrhe voice of tht-} 
colony wa,-, rt.~a.in"'t eolonred la.lJour of all sort;-;, 
Hize . ..;, r-;hape.-<, and <1(-'...;eription.-:, <.tnd not Inerely 
agaillst coolie''o, He trusted that the hon. mem­
ber for Oxley would ]Jrt''" theameU<lment, because 
it wa,- in the interests of humanitv. [t would be 
ttn innlleni-ie pro+-t·etiun to the 1~anu.ka ; and if 
the l1nnier b. tween the oppre8'iun of the 
planter~ and the kanaka. \Vere ren1oved, they did 
not know \V hat 1night he clone ; the door \Vonld 
he opened for cmelties at which he had not the 
....,lighte~t he~itatio11 in .-<a:dng- eYen the hon. 
llleiulJ.,r fnr _:\.Jack.ls hiitt.,elf \VeJuld t(tmul a~h~~,:-;t, 
The hon. ltll~lll1Jt..T r...::Htld J1! lt 1 lC l'e:')t.,lll~il.Jle for all 
the su::rat-phtEtf:.!:::.. l{r rnight Le tt nwdel 2U:::.,a.r 

plaute"E bnt '"U~_ttr J•lanters had besn noted. for 
•mec tent f~hanu:ter e-v£.!" s.i.nGe the t.nlti' ation 
nf SlFal' by cnlouted labour \Yorking under v,,hite 
Bl11Jer"'i.'ision. 

'>h .. J()]{]lX.'\ ;;aid be rc~retLed the hon. 
mernber fot :~I; .cka,y• c4mlrl nut agree \vith the 
ela.n~e intJ·od.nced by the hon. uwr11ber fo1· Oxley. 
The hon. memLer for ::\!a~kay objected to the 
elau~e a~ unnece:::;saty, <-nld ~xid it would ha1uper 
the industry ill which he was interested. The 
h(m, nw111ber ~aitl the 1n·opn8ition \va~:; unheard 
uf in connection \Vith any a.gricnltural inchu;try-­
tlmt the people should be hamperecllJy legi;;lation. 
Frorn hi.'-: little experience in thi:-: nuttter-experi~ 
enee horllt' out h~7 olJ::;erYation during the la~t ten 
ye:tY.+----be fonnd that uren Pllgag-et_t in ~mgar plan­
tcLtion~--he ruen,nt Enropt::a.n lalHHll'er~~insiBtecl 
npou haYing regular hours of labour. The hour;.; 
were, he believed, frorn 7 in the nwrning, with 
an honr for dhntt'l', to (j in tht:' evening, 
'"eeptiug on Sttturd;t~o''• when they left uff 
earliPr. H.f' thought those hours genentlly 
o1Jb-tined ou sug"tr plnntation:;;; vvhet·e. vvhite 
men were employed, and he felt certam that 
mnong" falTnerti, generally, there were rr;;nlar 
hours of lebonr. He therefore conl<l not untler­
st>tnd the hnn. gentleman'" objection---that the 
cbnNe mlllld hamper the agricultnral inclnsttoy. 
The hon. member h<td mentioned that the 
regulation of \Vorking lwnr,..: in J-1:ng-lancl a.pplietl 
~hietly to chil<lren; but he wonld point out that 
in thi~ cn,~e rua11y of the :Polyne.sian labourerf.< 
\\"ere children, and that Wi!P one of the worst 
fe;:1tnre:-< in connec-tio11 vdth J>olvnt"ian labou1· 
in thi~ C'ulouy. ~ \. very 1a.rgP pr·<.Jpurtion of thn 
people brought fmm the island;; were of tendc1· 
3ge, awl he could JH'OI" that by statistics in the 
H <WistraroG eneral -,, Oftlce. The CenRus taken 
in lil84 showed what the ages of the Polynesian" 
\Verc. lt wa;; fmmrl in that Censns how manY 
\H~r·e of a eertain a.ge, and he could read figure~.;; 
f-'hnwing- that a largn ]Jroportion of thmn \Vere 
not much over fifteen years of age, and with a 
w.ry few exceptions the whole of the l'oly­
nesittn labourers in the colony were between 
fifteen ttnd thirtv-five. The hon. member for 
1\In~kny hMl en;Je.tvoure<l to throw tt doubt 
.:m the fig Lli't;~ of the lletd~trar-G eneral by 
saying that the member for Oxley bad moved 
for a return which pmre<l that the mortality 
anwng Polyne~ian8 wa8 only about 50 per 
1,000. He (Mr. ,Tordttn) did not know how 
that return waR obtained, bnt he had as­
certained tbttt it wnos not mttcle up in the 
H.eg-istra.r-neneral'~ Office, and he knew frmn hiK 
O\vn knowledgn that thern waH nu cPrktinty of 
~Beertai11ing ho\\? rnany Polyncsinns there \":ern 
in the eolony, except through the Hegistmr­
Umieral\.; Office : nor \\'81'8 there rnemu~ of 
:t~ct•rtainin~:; wh;tt tht.' nun1lH~l' of deaths were 
iu lh•2 1nicldle nf Lhe ye;cr. They did know 
C:\~tctly huw rnan~y Po::yne _!uno ,\-ere in the 
~~nlony <Jt the end ()[ 1082~ bc:rnJge they had 
the }\,egh;trar-Gcnel·aJl'g report) and th~y knev.r 
;!lee ths number d deatha fer the la5t fc"c" yaus. 
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Therefore it was childish for the hon. member 
to say that they should confine then1sehes 
to the figures which -were giYen in the Yetnru. 
whieh \Va:; nothing but a Jlltre a.pproxilua.tim~ 
uf the llUiulJer of 1_)( 1lyue~ians an cl deaths 
c:t.uwng theu1. They eou ld refer to their fH'lTI 

undoubted record.s in proof that the death­
rate had been from iiO to i':l per 1,000. Them 
wa~ !H>t the ~lighter<t doubt about that, mul 
so he should be obliged t<> inflict the fol­
lowing figures on the Connuittee :-ln 18/0, 
the death-rate was ascertained t" be SG·ll 
per 1,000; 1871i, IJ~l·O(j; 11<77, m·:l~J; lolll, l).i'1o. 
187U, ii:)·IS; 1SSO, G2'8!J; 18ol, G.I·H; 1882, 82'G4: 
The bulk of the ishnders are of the an·es of 
betv een lG aml 3~. This "·as ascertain~d by 
the CmtHus of leil-\1, by which it was seen that 47 
nuly were between 1:-1 ;rear~ of age, nncl 1--t-0 only 
:\·ere U\'81' :~.), tho:-:e llt~twoell theHe <tg'~l0'3 llllllthel·­
mg 4,:107'11. Tbt.·u cauw the llJO,._t intportaJJt 
part. which lw. wi><hell to direc;t tlw :ttk11ti<>11 
nf the Cnnnnittce to, and la-; lJt~ped it wonld be 
n~rueml1ercd J Ic had lwt:n astoniHhed for 
year~ t.ltat, thougl 1 the~e reJH_ll't~ had beeu 
pnbh,hed, Jltl public atteutiun had beeu called 
c; the _f:cct of the frig-htful death-mte among 
I ulyne,;mns--

" 'rllc death:-. of person~ lJet,Yeel\ 1:'5 aud a.J in tlll' 
f'em;n~ year. ex!'lw.:iyc of i:-:lalHlcr~, nmnhen:~rl ;j;J1, theu 
whole numlJor being- G8 001; the (leath-rate '"a~ 5-oo 
per 1,! 00 only, while it j~ ~eeu that the death-rate 
among l'oly11esian~ was O·.t-7--!. per l,OOfl.'' 

A.mung white peoJ>le the de>tth-rate was about 
:> 'liO, but mnong· the Polynesians it amounted 
to R2'(j-! per 1,000. ·would anyone tell him 
that there wa.s no other cause for thott hi•"h 
<leath-mte than that the islanders were st{l­
.iect to phthisis ? In the i,]amh; they had 
;t very eqmtiJle temperature. These people 
were enticed from their lanct; bv nll sorts of 
lnean:-:5-Hmne were stolen and ~oine were pur­
chased-and they came here and died whole­
sale. Their constitution was not fitted for 
the labour of the field, or for the long· hour,; 
of labour. His hou. friend, the nwmbm· for 
Oxley, proposed the:>· shoulll work nine hour.', 
lmt the work was altogether too hrrrd. It was 
too lmrd for stalwart British labourers, n.nd vet in 
the case of those poor delica.te islamlers the hnn. 
member for :\lackay objected to the nine honn;' 
ret:Jtriction. The' hon. Hle1nber wanted to 
have a sort of ('(ll'te IJ{all(·/!e about the hours 
of l_abour,; and, without accnH~ng the v.lanters 
of mtenhmml cruelty, he (l\lr. Jordan) mnst 
sa.y that the houn; the1· cmJJpelled their 
labourers to work wen; altogether ton long. 
Therefore he thought humanity required tbe 
proposed reguhttioll, now that circninstanc~~s had 
compelled them to regulate Polynesian labom·. 
The planters stticl they would be ruined if the 
1n·oposition of the hUii. Ill81ll ber for ( 'ook were 
c;~rried. into effect. >~nd lJh1ck bbonr suddenly 
dmeontlnued ; and 1f 1t a,~ necesHary in order to 
save the planters from ruin that black hLlJour 
should be perpetuated, it became Heces,:ary also 
to regulate that labour ; and the clause proposed 
by the hon. member for Oxlcy was only a reason­
able rertnirement. He had nmny times sttid that 
he believed Pnlynesi,ws vcere genemlly kindly 
treated, alHl he would not say a word reflect­
ing on the gentlemen who ·employed them 
further than that he believed thev were lenclilw 
thernselves to an evil ::.y~tem, whlch waR eR~en~ 
tially and necessarily '"soc-i».ted with cruelty 
He would take the liberty of reading an extm(;t 
fl'mn a report lnt-tde~ not so very long ago, on the 
alle,;ed almses connected with l'olyne,;ian labour. 
The n~p()rt wa~ C(mtaint~d in the followinr:;-

"!'_e~u.rn ~n. m ':'r·:lt: r ma_dc b~· tl.::s HmJOlJ.rabl~ tbs 
l. --'1~;---:.t:·;e LB·_,t::.nbly er f~.'l0e~~~al~Li.. )<Jt.S<l Sth Aur..t~·' 
18,0, that th::re 1Jo la!d upn the tatb ol this !I''~';-

Act .Arnew{menl Bill. 

··All rt.'lHH'tH (l'e(·elverl sinec the 1a'$L ::;essiou ol thi:-. 
llont'0) from 1 he ilmnigratinn otJieps in t.hc rlifferpnt 
parts of the colull,Y, on the :-;ub,ie('t of<Lllcgellahnsf''-~' cou­
uected with the rrcrnH JJJellt of Pohnc~ian labourlw~ antl 
their treatllleut iu the eolony: alSo, any ollieial 1·eports 
on the sub.iel't ot' the e:xtraurdlw.t.ry mortality alleged to 
have taken place alltnngf.:t the"P h.:landers \Yhlh:t on 
their road 10 tlte iuU;rinr, or wllibt. employefl. iu the 
wc::>tern dbtrict:-; of the colony." 

Ho found there one or two remarkable Htate­
Jneutti uutde by the gentlenntn who then oeen­
pied the important position of assistant immi­
gration a.ge11t at }ltny borough, as welJ as that 
of l'olynesian protector. ln reference to the 
treatment of Isbnderci by their employers that 
gentlenutn :-;aid:-· 

'' r ha Ye -rcry graYe and :-;erious lllisgivings as to the 
kind treail11C1lt Pol,\ uesiaus em]lloYcd on plantation..-, 
~tatious, de. rf't·eiY(' f'l'om their employerH. I am !eel to 
tlti~ •·onelnsion hy tlie fad t.llat. t.'\'fm iu the Hbort period 
:-i1wc lll,\" appointment. tllrne•·nuqdaint~ of ill-trontow1JI 
IHtYt~ lwPll Htad(' tn liH'; ilt two of tlw in~t.ancet-~ allndl1d 
Lo. l a,111 quite ('l't·taill .. ~;:dthongh f e:tllnot by whitf·. 
•vittH" . .,l'' edrlew·(~ Jll'o\T· ·tha1 l'nlynP:-iam; wet'l~ whipped 
011 <lifft~l'elJt l'\lg·ar pJantrLtatiOll~. f saw the 1Ua1·ks 0f 
1 he blow~ ('.ut throu:.rh the ~kin in one in~t::ueo · tlw.l'P­
fore. I respecHntJ,\· -~:-:uggest that l'ome re;,n.tlation~- be 
made for ta.killg- the twideuce of South t5E'a Islandcr,­
othenYi~e many offences against them mw:;t rcmalu 
nnpnnished." 

He was reading- an extmct frmu u retum called 
for bv the hon. member fm Townsville. The 
rep,n·t went on to Hay th>tt there was no system 
of meLlical treatlllent on the plantations. 'fhey 
knew what an indignm1t protest \Vas 1nade ROIHe 

time ago by hon. nH:~mbers on both HideH agttin8t 
the cruel treat111ent received by a girl on a r·mga.r 
plantation, not in the ~ orth, but at Hedlttnd 
Bay. They were all of opinion that the treat­
ment \nL.s cruel ; and now they ought to be 
consi.,tent. They were then transported, as it 
were, with indignation at the treatment that 
poor girl hacl recei,·ed. It was not enough that 
the emplnym· had been punished to the utmost 
limit of the law, but it was demanded that he 
should be immediately dismissed from the Com­
mission of the Peace" and when it was found 
that he had been already dismissed it was de­
mander! that he should not any more be allowed 
t<> employ black labour. He did not wish to de­
fend the man, who was, he believed, very much 
to blame ; bnt he \\"Ould say that he had 
treated the girl, as he thought, skilfully. He 
happened to knm1· that the employer of the 
girl ''as one of those singular pert:<on~ who 
i1nagiHe thentselve~ capable of treating di~eaRe 
better tba.u aluw~t auy Joutor in the colony, aud 
he Ycrily believed the man thought his tre:ttment 
waR gnillg' to be Kncce:-.;sful, and thnt the girl \Vas 
in no danger of losing her life. N"o doubt he wa.s 
very much to blame in not going to see the girl 
immediately he heard of the accident, but they 
had seen in the paper a statement from a very 
intelligent man, to the effect that he had ascer­
tained that proper knowledge of the accident 
was not given to :Mr. Dart at the mill. He httcl 
been told that she was burned-not that she 
w:::ts Heriou~ly burned-and when he went to 
see her he thought she would recover under his 
treatment. But the girl died, and he was very 
properly punished. \Vhile such things wel:e 
on their parliamentary records it was evident 
thatthe men who derived theit" wealth from 
black labour to a great extent were not the 
men to go into ec::-;tasies of indignation on ~mch 
a quc::~tinn. Hr would state thn reason gi\--e11 
11:1' l\Ir. Rherirbn r .. r the lllOl'tality <I!IlOlig' thr, 
l'nlynesiam ;·-

"Tile re it< not any regular ~.r.-.:tCJlt of 1ncLli( ·tl treaiiJ!ell1 
of tlw l'olync,.jall~ on thr (li!Tcrcnt plantntions, uor b 
UJr ctU~"C of dcatb in evm--;-ca~e t'latbfacLorilY accouutelt 
fnr, whil~t a--, t0 l~uri:JJ, i am led to bcltc~·e that tlHJ 
mv;rment of a. bcuth ~;-c~.I:dandarm no"';'-'1W d!ffen: frou! 
t-11£ ··cr::'l.a! of a de-;· 01' .1~7 ctb..er carri<Ju, A~ I nm 

, m.t:rnv .. d, a bcle er Snr~·e·ib ina:te ll:l the m;::t c·):tJ.\"BtJi£n"t 
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pl;lt'C; the bmly~:t:; ~onn a~ JIOSsiblc atter it ha:-; cut~cd 
to hn:atlw-i:-. rollr<l in the blanket in wlti.ch H dict1. 
H1Hl pnt in it:-; .-.;hallow la~t H':-.till,!2;-pla('C withont fnrthcr 
~·;m~ or c~remnny. ~\_:-; an in:..tauee of tlte UC('l'~~ity 
which c-x:i~ts for nwflical attcwlrtncc·· 

Tktt """' the pmt he bid Htress up11n 
" [ lllftY mention 1lJat the ::\IarYhornngh rtistrict reg-i:-.­

t 1':1r·~ n·t'nrn.·, :-:how for the la:-;t' qnarter that. ont nf a. 
popnla1inn nf (i.OilO \Yhitc-; .:in d_cath~ wnl'e re;::-i~h·JTd. 
w!1iln out of :1 pnpnlntio11 of ~(l\\H' 700 or HOO Polyne~i:w;.; 
li~l flr·nth~ llaYc ht:('ll rr'}JOrtcd. I "·onld therefore most 
rc-.;pr,clfnlly :-:ng-).!;est that a rcgnla.tion be made makin~ 
1l cowpH1f.:ot·y on thccmployer in eYery inst.anec to 
]'rnrlncr a ltlBl1ieal eeriitieatc as to ihe eansc of death; 
;!}~o. tlm.t a JllC(limtl man be appointed to visit eYm)· 
plantat.iou: his salary need not cost the eonntry any­
t.hing:. as a small ~lUll per head per annnm paid by em­
ployf'rs on each islander employed vmnld co-ver all 
t''.:pr-nses." 
1 f it were true that there was a Hystematic want 
of attention on plantations to those who were 
Hick-if it were true that medical aid was not 
called in as it ,honlcl be, and that the lives of 
lmnakas were held cheaply in many instances­
if that were the case, they were not justified and 
were not consistent in exhibiting so much indig­
nation at the melancholy case that occurred the 
other day at Re<lland Bay. They had sufficient 
mttterial to show that a frightful amount of 
mortality had existed for many years, and to 
which attention had been called by the Hegistrar­
tieneral, and son1e cont~ideration ::;hould be shown 
to those poor people more than had hitherto been 
shown. That consideration would take a very 
proper and effectual shape in the clau"e proposed 
by the hon. member for Oxley. 

:\Ir. MOREHEAD >mid the hon. gentleman 
who had just spoken had wandered considembly 
away from the subject, and some of his remarks 
were ill-advised, if not ill-founded. He did not 
think the hon. member could prove that there 
was any systematic want of attention shown to 
the kanakas by employers, and he had no right, in 
:cttempting to justify the conduct of his friend, 
tn lay blame on the other planters of the colony. 
He rose particularly to ask what the leader of 
the Government intended to do with regard to 
the clause? 

:Mr. BROOKES said that when he last stood 
up to speak he had not in his hand the authori­
ties to which he then alluded; bnt he had since 
g-ot them, and would show the Committee how 
Home things were rnannged. He would read the 
letter of i\fr. Des Vomx to Lord Granville. He 
had been then five years in British Guiana, and 
knew what he was talking about. The reHnlt of 
that letter was that Lord Granville instituted a 
Royal Commission to inquire into the question. 
He found that the regular hours for coolie 
labour were seven and a-half hours on six days 
of the week ; but what did Mr. Des V ceux 
say in his letter? It was divided into para­
graphs, and in the 44th paragraph, page 388, 
he spoke of the manager of an estate having 
been brought before him on the complaint of a 
coolie for assault ;-

" 14. The m~tnager of the largest estate, which. as 
making annually close upon 2,00L' hogsheads of :::mgar, is 
second to none in the British possesRions, was brought 
before me on the complaint of a coolie for assault. 

•· 4<5. It appeared, from the evidence, that the man 
had been knocked down for leaving the sugar-house at 
8 o'clock on Sunday morning (a day on which the immi­
grant:::; are legally entitled to rest), he having been at 
work, wit.h the more lntermission of meals, from an early 
honr on the Saturday pre-vious." 

There was a foot-note to the following effect:-
.. l have strong reason for believing that the iaet js 

eonccalcfl from the authorities, that it is no unco1nmon 
rracticc t0 cnforc\' from iJ-mnif.,rrantJ:J (jn ~:;pitc of thr, 
i't'nv) fr,...,m sh'"ff'('11 to twrnty ho11r·' wnrk i11 the sn;ar­
ll···n~(' It! rrnnf. I rna~· 1l'entiou thal ~t T'Jrt proprif't0r 
nft:61Fr;J,l1arge c~d ltr <nr. ~ll!r.!_f!D H<>::;:-· ;t r 'Yt1!€r !U 

the flT'-"- c: E.::_ 111 }UE-t, Cnrtk, ;nH1 Co., eXpeiacd to me-
J664-y 

during hig Yisit to Demerara 1a~t year hif' horror at 
finding that the immigrants on one of 111~ estates had 
been for some days worke(1for twenty"two hours per 
day. a.nd added that the ma.nager wa:5 aggrieYed at his 
interference in orderin~ the Clllploymcnt of relays. It 
i.~ h<tTdly possible to ~~oncclvc that llmnan nature could 
have stOO(l :::o severe a stl'ain, and the time may have 
been cxa~~C'Taterl; hut, inasmuch as the statement a~ 
<'OllJiup: frotn a proprldor was in the natnrc of n c0n~ 
fe.'5sion. it coul1l11al'dly have llcen far from the truth." 

That he offered in confirmation of what he had 
"aid. There wa.s no check whatever between the 
sngar-planter and the kanaka, who was liable to 
feel the full brunt of the cupidity of the sngar­
phtnter. He thought while they were on that 
topic it was for the Committee to step in between 
them. 

Mr. EERGUSON said he hoped that the 
leader of the Government would not entertain 
the amendment. It would only hamper and 
spoil the Bill. The Bill at present was one that 
would satisfy everyone in the colony if it passed 
as it stood. There had been a great deal said 
with reference to the hours of labour of kanakas, 
and so on ; but if hon. members who had spoken 
with regard to that were consistent they would 
start at their own doors. For instance, the 
shopgirls in Brisbane and all towns in the 
colony were working ten and twelve hours in the 
d,w. How would it work if the shopkeepers 
were compelled to work their employes only 
eight hours? The sugar-planters could not be 
expected to restrict their hours of labour to nine 
in the crushing season. It would be right en?ugh 
for some seasons of the year to work only SIX or 
seven, but during the crushing season the work 
must be done the sameasonSaturdaysin Brisbane, 
where shopkeepers had their employes working 
sometimes in the morning from 9 o'clock till 11 
o'clock at night, though on other days they might 
be at work only eight hours. Kanakas were 
treated better than the majority of white people 
in Queensland with regard to their hours of 
labour and food and everything else. They 
were better off than the working men of 
Queensland. By allowing such an amend­
ment to pass they would ruin the Bill. A 
great deal had been said with regard to the late 
elections ; but he did not think there was a single 
elector in the colony who would oppose the intro­
duction of kanakas if they were introduced under 
the restrictions mentioned in the present Bill. 
1t would be satisfactory to every constituent in 
the colony. 

Mr. BROOKES said he wondered at the hon. 
member for Hockhampton saying what he did, 
because he must be aware of the fact that the 
whole voice of the colony was against coloured 
labour in all sorts or shapes or sizes. He could 
afford to let that pass. He stood there in some­
what an awkward position. Hewouldrathernot be 
talking about how kanakas were treated in the 
colony, because that seemed to be question No. 
2. The primary question was-How were they 
brought here? The general line of talk in the 
Committee seemed to him to imply that it did 
not matter so long as they were well treated 
when they got here-Christianised and comfort­
able. That did not satisfy him, nor would it 
satisfy the colony. They had a trade going on upon 
their coast that was a disgrace to civilisation-that 
induced robbery, lu"t, rapine, murder; he could 
extend the list indefinitely to every crime in the 
calendar. How were those to be dealt with? 
J!'or the hon. member for Rockhampton to say 
that the colony did not care about the matter, 
ancl were only anxious that them en should be well 
treated, wns a statement he repudiated most 
strongly. 

The PREi\JTE.l: :.:tid he w"·' di,po .. ed tc• 
t.hi>1k th<~l Lhe "mcrdmcnt ··honld 1wt be enter· 
tained, ;\. Eill Wil brought in ol very pressina 
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importance dealing- with the introduction of 
kan>l.bts and their employment in the colony ; 
hnt the subject of the restriction of the hourc; 
pf their eillploynwnt was another 111atter, 
;ltHl a. \'Gl'Y larg'e one, which they tlicl not 
contelllplate <lealin;;- with at the time. Since 
the previous <hly he had had en opportunity 
of referring to the provi8ionti 1nade in ~nrr­
land in the :Factory Acts ; and he found th~t 
the question was there dealt with in a much 
more elaborate manner than in a short clause 
snch as that proposed. 1•'or a clmme of tlutt kind 
to be effectual, they must lutve some provisions 
compelling the registration of the hours in which 
labourers were employed, otherwise it would be 
merely a prohibition with no means of carrying 
1t out. If they adopted the principle of restricting 
mnployn1ent toacertainrt11111ber of hours, to 1nake 
it of any use there must be some means of ascer­
taining whether the provision was evaded or not, 
otherwise it would not be practicable to carry it 
out. He believed that sometime" during- the crush­
ing season kanakas were employed longer than 
they ought to be. A gentleman the other day, at a 
<leputation that waited upon him (the Premier), 
spoke of lmnalms being emvloyed until >Lfter 
midnight ; but he (the Premier) hoped that was 
m1 exceptional case. He did not anticipate 
1nuch serious danger from kanakas being em­
ployed over hours, if for no other reason than this 
-though he should be sorry to think they had no 
other reason-self-interest on the part of the em­
ployers. Kanakas were so valuable, and were 
likely to be so much more so after what had hap­
pened during the last two months, that employers 
would take every care of them, if for no other 
reason than to prevent them doing anything to 
shorten their lives. He thought, therefore, it 
would be better to allow the Bill to go as it was. 
\Vith respect to the mortality, it was no doubt 
lamentable. He had, since the return was 
given showing the number of deaths last 
year to be 693, received information that the 
number should be increased to 800, and was pro­
bably more. 'l'hat was very lamentable. He 
might mention that the deaths had been 
enonnously inereased since new recruiting 
grounds, such as K ew Ireland and other places, 
were resorted to. As far"" appearances went, the 
men who came from those pbces were totally 
unfit to work in the canefields in Queensland. 

Mr. ARCHER said he agreed with what had 
been said about the lamentable mortality amongst 
kanalms. He had never employed many kanakas, 
hnt he had employed a few, and he knew that a 
great many came to Qneensland who, when they 
left their homes, had the seeds of mortal disease 
in them. Probably many of them came here 
really ill, and were very glad to get away from 
their homes. Kanakas, as a rule, however, were 
not long-lived rnen even in their own lands, and 
that was not surprising. ·when the females 
were mothers at eight, eleven, and twelve 
ye,~ws of age, the race could not pot'sess 
grea.t stamina ; and he believed that in Queens­
land a great deal of the mortality was owing to 
their neglect of the laws of health. If steps 
could be taken to prevent islanders being brought 
from New Ireland and such places, he 
thought it would be a very goo<l thing. There 
was no doubt that overwork did kill kanalms. 
He knew of his own knowledge that those who 
came from some of the islands were a very much 
more delicate race of people than were to be foull(] 
in other islands: they cmne here in such a low 
state of health and strength, with disease con­
tracted before they left, that they could not 
live long here. He himself had bronght eight 
men, and out of th:tt number he had to send 
ouc back, while another he kept the \\·hole of hi' 
t itne! though he '\Vas wmth c..:onlpa.ratiYciy n(~t.hiuh 
to him, · 

Mr. GHIJ\IE8 Bni<l that the hon. mcml>cr fnr 
]\[ ackay had qnmtioncd the fi;;·mes tlmt he 
(:\fr. lhimeo) h:cd referred to, and <lmthktl 
whether the rate of 11Wl'ta1ity wa:-; a:-; ~n~tti a~ lw 
uu.mtioneLL lie (1\lr. t;rilut·s) had grca.t d(ndJLK 
a;; to the accuracy of the retnrn laid on tl1e 
table. It showed that over ~,000 kanakas were 
introduced into the col•my from June, 1SS2, to 
,June, 1883, which was Ycry improbal1le. Of 
course the number of deaths had been calculaterl 
by the estimated number of Polynesians in the 
colony, and it had redncecl the death-rate. If 
hon. m ern bers would look at that return, they 
\lould find that the number of cleath8 of 
kanakas had incrertsed rlLther than decreased 
during last year; and he believed that, had 
the return been g-iven up to the end of Decem­
ber, there \voulcl have been a larger increnso in 
the number of llenth,,, because during the laot 
six months there had been fearful mortality 
:unongst kana.kas on some of the plantntionK in 
the neighbourhood of ~f>tryborough. The hnn. 
member said that it was only the plantations of 
Messrs. Tooth and Cmn that were reported on by 
the Commission, but he was in •.·rror. There 
were 1)8Ven plantation~ 111eutiuned in the report, 
seven besides those of ::\lessrs. Tooth and Cran. 
Those seven were : Jundah, l"tou Vale, An­
tigua, }..,eruey, 1\fagnolia, ... Alpha, and Ne\'L'tda. 
Tho~e ·were not .Thlessn;. '1\>0th and Cran '.s plan­
tations, so th~tt the hon. gentlen1an "·as wrong 
"n that point. He had, however, alw quoted 
from the report uf ~fr. Horrock><, the Poly­
nesian Inspector, and hi;; report coH1red the 
whole of the ::Yiaryborough district. The hon. 
member saicl the Factories Act referred only 
to children, whereas it referred to all yonng 
people up to the age of fourteen, and to wotnen. 
If the kanaka.s were able to t>tke care of them­
sehes better than children c~uld tlo, he should 
not h>tve moved in the matter. They knew very 
well that they were tre<ttecl a,; children, >cml 
frightened as children, and 'vere coerced into 
wol'ldng over hour~. He woulcl ju:-<t read an 
extmct from the report of the deputation that 
wnited upon the hem. Premier. One planter who 
was present--::\-Ir. Pahner-·o>Lid :-

,,It was a;.;ain often ncl·e~~ary to work mill~ np to 11 
or 1:! o'clock ~t night. Kanaka~ would work up to tlmt 
time without grumbling, but he was sure Enropean~ 
wou1d not unless there \Yere relays, m· they were paid 
donble wage~." 

\V a,; it right that they ohonld ask the kanaka, 
because he daren't refuse, or if he refused he 
Would get the overr;eer':-- fi~t jn Colltact with hiH 
head ?--\Vas it right that he c;houkl be obligee! 
to 'vork up to 12 o'clock at night and not be 
a .. ll<nred any extra vntges? He ~:.mid it wa;;j slunne~ 
ful of ::\Ir. Palmer to make such a statement. 
He did not know who he wrts. 

The PREMIER : He is the late member for 
Maryhorough. 

J\Ir. GlU:!\U:S said he hoped there were not 
many planters lil<e him. He hml never tlwnght 
of employing a white man half-an-hour beyond 
his tin1e without giving hirn double wageH. The 
hon. member fur l'viaclmy said they had no emu­
plaint;; from lmnak~s ; but they were all awm·e 
of the great <lifficulty of getting cmnplaints from 
kanakas. He would read a further extract from 
the report of the Commissioners to which he had 
already referred, to show the dit!iculty he men­
tioned. The report c;aid :-

"'!'he courli.tion of the hdanller a]lpcarcd to vary with 
his treatment. On one plantat ioH ltc would ~CC Ill 
hHll}JY and contPntctl, wonld rcac1ily an:o:\Yel' lfllC'~tiolJ:..:.. 
an<l would ha..-e no COl!llllai.ut~. On another. n very 
difrcrcnt. :-;t;1t<~ of tlliu~:-; "\Tonltl p_xi:--1- with a :-;nll('ll 
dog!!Hlne:-;:-;, lw wonlll lTfn.-;c to ·"\1eak if of the 
white 1wlHb \\r'JT Wll}liu car""lwl. aJHl \\l1;1t \Yi1\J 
d:n)1 1!lt\· Ul1\lfl 1w t'\H·il!'/], \\';!' (·lll'l' tn hr' :J f·<•!ll\•l;_lilli 

of cii1H.:i· >~aut of foocl. or uf l1ar 11 trcatna_nt. -
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'J'J,ry were frightened to lodge a complaint with 
t.!Je in:-.pector~ when they ea1ue ronud, awl he 
kne,,· fpt· ;1, fact ilt~Lt ihu vi Kit~ of tbOliO in:-;peetnrH 
11J11lll plantatinu~ were of \Cl'V little n~c. (1tnw­
·r:dly :-;peaking, they e:t,JlH~ a.lul hohnolJbed with 
1ltc proprietor, the o,·er;.;eer, or umnager. They 
s:1L round at table aml drank toddy at night, and 
reported n pon the "tate of the kanakas in the morn­
ing. 'l'hey could not expect to get very truthful 
reporte; from the large number of the Polynesian 
in;;pectors at present appointed. The hon. 
member for Hockhmnpton said the Bill would be 
spoiled if they inserted hie; clause ; but he did 
not think so. He said it was their bound en duty 
as le~islator-, when they found that the lives of 
lmnalms were sacrificed to the a1.nice of the 
planter, to step in and put a stop to it. He was 
sony he could not accept the suggestion of the 
hon. Premier and withdraw his clause. He felt 
bouml to press it to a division, and, if the Com­
mittee rejected it he could not help it, and he 
would at all events have done what he believed 
to be right. 

Mr. BLACK said he admitted the good 
motil-e of the hon. member who had just sat 
<iown, but he would point out that all his argu­
ments were based on something alleged to have 
tn,ken place five years ago. The rnanagen1ent of 
the lmnakas, their inspection, and the hospital 
al'rangernents provided for then1, were far supe­
rior now to what they were then. The junior 
member for North Brisbane (J\fr. Brookes) was 
also actuated, no doubt, by the puPest motives 
from his own point of view, but his argu­
litents were rnislcading. (2uotations were always 
1uo~t dangerous things to use in argun1ent in 
the House. He had on seventl occasions heard 
quotations from the book referred to by the hon. 
member in that Hou;;e before as to what took 
plnce in British G-niana in the year 18GH, or four­
teen years ago. But t.hat could not be compared 
with what v,-as taking place now. That book­
'" The Coolie, his rights and wrongs ))-catne to 
l1e written on account of the very lengthy charges 
which :\Jr. Des Vamx rmtde against the work­
ing of caolies in British Guiana. The Home 
Government having their attention called to the 
~barges, .sent out a :Royal Corrnni.s.sion to British 
( ~ui:uuL to .investigate the \V hole thing. One 
thing the hon. member did not tell them was, 
that the report which the Hoyal Commission 
brought up stated that the majority of Mr. Des 
V mux's charges were not substantiated. That 
was a thing which the hon. junior member for 
North Brisbane should have told the Committee, 
and it was also a proof of the danger of 
the use of quotations. For instance, here 
was one short sentence which to a certain 
extent gave an idea of what :Mr. Jenkins­
who was, he believed, member for Aberdeen 
at the time-of what his impressions were after 
inquiring into the charges. In referring to one 
of the charges, he "aid :-

" 'l'he f'onnni~simwrs ·were mutblP to follow 11Ir. 
De~ \'mnx to the extent of his inf(~renccs. ~or was he 
himself H.blc to lll'oducc evidence that covered his state­
lllents." 
That was the tenor of l'vlr. J enkins' observations 
when he pnblished the book. He was a man 
who was sent out by one of the societies in 
England for the I•rotection of the native races. 
He went out to act thoroughly impartially in 
attending the Commission, and his report as pub­
lished in the book was to the effect that, although 
uo doubt many abuses had existed in connection 
with the employment of coolies in British 
Uuiana, still the wholesale charges made by Mr. 
Des Yoeux were not considered substantiated by 
the Commi"iou. He (J\Ir. Bbck) therefore said 
lt \VaEi J<.tn;;enJU;:; to· act.:ept ;:Lny q uotatiun1-:1, 
t. ~-pecially ;1s in t.he 1~r~rrnt c:,,·w ·the hem. 
E~cntl€1Tl<H1 "\V!thcd to l~a,;c hi:_ v.rt~tn~~cnt. upon 

what had takeu place in British Guiana four­
teen years ago. The hon. member for Oxley 
b:t:-;ed hi::; ar;.;untent on .snnw other_ report drawn 
up five n1· six yem·o agu. ll" (Mr. Black) said 
the present cont1itinns were totally altered from 
the conditions which exi"ted then. 'J'he kana,kaR 
at present in Queensland were, he believed, as 
the hon. member for Rockhampton had stated, 
treated as well as any white man in the country. 
He had invited the hon. junior member for 
North Brisbane to go up north and 8ee for him­
self what was being done, and if he could point 
out any abuses he had no doubt that they would 
set their heads together anc1 rectify them. There 
was no necessity whatever for the clause pro­
posed by the hon. member for Oxley. The 
work that the majority of the kanakas were 
employed in was very light, especially the 
mill-work, and there was really no neces­
sity to confine them to nine hours' work. They 
did work longer than that, but if they had to 
work late at night they were given a spell of 
three, four, or five hours in the middle of the day. 
In operations of that sort work could not he 
stopped, and the boys must be kept up pretty 
late at night ; but wherever that was the case 
the planters gave them a spell in the middle 
of the day, and if the hours were extra long 
they had double shifts. To enact that the 
boys should not work more than nine hours 
would compel the planters to get an addi­
tional supply of coloured labour which they 
woul<l not otherwise want. He hoped that the 
hon. member, after having done all that was 
necessary in drawing attention to the question, 
would see the advisability of withdrawing his 
rnotion. 

Mr .• TOHDAN said his experience in Queens­
hmd had shown that it was not enough to draw 

i attention to those facts. :I<' or the last eight years 
! attention had been drawn to excessive mortality 

amongst Polynesians. The late protector of Poly­
nesian labourers (Mr. Sheridan) had long ago 
pointed out that they were dying wholesale on 
the plantations. But what effect had it all had? 
He hoped the hon. member for Oxley would not 
content himself with drawing attention to the 
question, but would press his motion to a divi­
sion ; and if he did so he (Mr. Jordan) would sit 
by his side even if no one else did. He regretted 
exceedingly that the Premier would not accept 
the clause, although his attention had been called 
to the fact that Polynesians had to work very long 
hours, aml he had expressed a hope that those cases 
were exceptional. He (Mr. Jordan) did not think 
that planters were generally cruel or unkind to 
their labourers; but the fact was that the Poly­
nesians were persons of delicate constitution and 
were not c:~pable of doing the work on a sugar 
plantation. He could not get over the fact that 
kanakas died at the rate of 82 per 1,000, which 
was more than fifteen times the rate at which 
persons of the same ag-es, who were not blacks, 
usually died. They had had those fig·ures before 
them for years, and nothing had been done. The 
Premier saicl he thought it a sufficient safeguard 
that Polynesian labour was scarce, and the 
labourers were valuable. vVhat was the price of 
Polynesians now in the labour market ? Vlhat 
were they sold for? About £1G a head. 

The HoN. R B. SHERIDAN : £25. 
Mr. JOHDAN said he knew that slaves in 

the Southern States of America were sometimes 
sold as high as .£900 or ,£1,000; and yet that did 
not prevent the masters from grossly ill-treating 
them. To that svstem the black labour trade 
here must approximate more or less- the 
eruelty which had attached itself to slavery 
in every <>;:c of the W•n-ld. He therefore hoped 
IJyd, the hn!J. llli--'H!l,er '\·nuld pcn.;h;t in hi;~ 
!"l 1 "ti-:-•t!, 
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The PREMIER said be did not think he 
ought to allow it to pass unchallenged that 
kanakas were bought n.nd sold in Queensland. 
He was bound by his position in the House to 
"'"Y that that w"'s not the c"'se. With regm·d to 
the cl,.,nse, he fouml th...t whenever an attempt 
h"'d been made tn regulate the hours of lahom· 
Yery careful provisions had to be maclc, not only 
for securing- the enforcement of the law, hut for 
rt.llnwing· exceptionH to be 11w.xle in exceptional 
cases: am\ it would he necessary to deal with the 
pref-5ent q ne:-;tiou in the r·mrne way. They could 
not lay down a hm·d-and-fast line applicable to 
a.ll c<.t:->eR, a,nd it wa,s quite irnpra,cticable to deal 
with the suhject in the ]n·esent Bill. Such being 
the case, he had been oblig·ed to come to the 
conchtsion alrettdy stated to the Committee, that 
the Government could not see their way to con­
sent to the introduction of the clause into the 
Bill. 

:\Ir. :!''ERG USOX said he would remiml hon. 
n1ernbers that smne of the Governn1ent ernploye:-<, 
such as engine-drivers, firmnen, and guard:-; on rail­
ways, had to work fr<)In t\velve to sixteen hours a 
day, but because those were white men and not 
kanakas there was not a word said about them. 
~lwpherds, too, were often compelled to work 
twelve hours or more a day, but not a word was 
Haid against it because they \Vere not kanakas. 

Mr. GRIMES ~aid he was free to admit that 
if the men now under consideration had been 
white men he should have never interfered with 
them, because white men were quite "'ble to look 
after themselves, knew wha.t their hours were, 
and would not work overtime unless they were 
paid for it. It was because the kanakas were 
•1uite unable to take care of themselves that he 
thought it was their duty to step in and take care 
of them. 

Mr. J\I.ACFAHLAXE said he hoped the hon. 
member for Oxley would press his motion to a 
division, for he wa~ certain that it was proposed 
purely from motives of humanity. After they 
had listened last night to the arguments ou the 
other side in reference to the shwery of the boys 
who had served their time he coul<l not under­
stand the arguments now used for the purpose of 
enslaving boys who had not sened their time. 
The hon. member (J\Ir. Fel'guson) had referred 
to the fact that employes on the l+o\'el'!nuent 
railways had to work from tweh'e to fifteen hours 
a day. That was perfectly tl'ne, but tho,,e men 
were free to \Vork or not as they chose, arHl 
when they worked more than eight hours " day 
they \vere paid extra for it. X o eo m parison, 
therefore, coul<l be made between them and the 
kanakaR. l(anakas could not cornbine for their 
own protection as white men coulcl If they could, 
and would demand their own terms, he should not 
support the motion. lint they were siw ply like 
children. They were far worse than the people of 
Egypt long ago. 

Mr. MOREHEAll saicl the people of Egypt 
were all right. 

1\lr. MACI<'ARLA::'n; said the Committee 
were compelling the kanakas to do just what­
ever their employers chose. Those men could 
be worked for eight, or bvelve, or even six~ 
teen hours a day if the planter so willed, 
aml they would have no redress whatever. If 
they were able to combine for their own pro­
tection he would not support the amendment ; 
hut they could not, and therefore he thought 
the Committee should protect them, simply 
hecttu:-:;e they eould not protect theru:..;elveH, and 
he hopetl the h<m. member would pres;; his motion 
to a, division on that acconut. 

:'llr. tL\:\llLTON s>1id he ennlcl h<~nll\' l>dieve 
in the :-.i1weritv of the f-.tntPlllC'nL-; ()f thr int•ntbcr.<..: 
{'{the o!hf'l' ~i~.le 1.1f the C(llllllliUr.c·. ft w;1;... HT\' 

il)te•tcllli_ Lv cull'[".tl'C Lhc v.:ncL ,[ Lh· c l1::1i. 

gentlemen with their actions. He alwayc; hc­
lieved that they could judge a man best by deed.s, 
and not by words. \Vhen he propose<! his 
amendment, which would have efl'eetmtlly pnt "· 
stop to the black lal)()nr trn,tfic, what dicl they do'! 
.Every one of t!Jem walkecl over to the other side 
of the Cmnrnittee nwJ V()ted agnin.:-:.t the a,rnend­
ment, although some of them h>Ld adu;dly stated 
nn the previon~ c\·ening that if the exd11:·don of 
kanak<t~ were pl'nJJO~ed they \V1mld 1-llll llJ(n·t it. 1-I u 
had tak.cn the tronl1le of looking- over f{rr)ls.arrlof 
sou1e t\vo or three :,.re~tl'i" ago when n., f-iiudhtt· JlPl­
positinn w;l,K] lll<-tde hy :\Jr. O'Snlli van~ indet-'(C 
his clause W<:tH copied fr0111 l\J r. <VSnJli van' 
and he would read to the Cmnmittoe the names of 
the members who voted for it on that occac;ion. 
They voted againi<t it now becansc on the 
forrner occasion they \Vere secretly in favour of 
bhtck labour, bnt wished to put the onus on the 
other side of the Houf)e of continuing it. -Finding 
then, ho\\'ever, that in the way J\It·. O'Sulli van 
proposed his motion they were equal in mmi­
bers to the Governrnent nretnber·"., they aetu~ 
ally sent one of their number over to the other 
side, so that the motion would be lost on the 
diviRion, as it wa~. The gentle1nen cf the Opvn· 
sition who voted for the poll-tax on that occasion 
were as followecl :-· 

"l\Ics~rs. Griflith) Uongla:-;, Ganick. Dlekson, Fra~er, 
:..'\Iacfm·lanc, Hcattie, Grime~, Rea, antll!utledge." 

Those gentlemen voted that the poll-tax should 
be ill1posed; and those who voted against it to­
clay were:--

")Iessrs. Rntledge, G-ri1lith. Dick~mi. l3rookc.s, .Smytlt, 
::.\lellor, Jsambert, Jordan. Dniton, Bale. l"oxton, White, 
}Iidgley, Grimes. -:\Iaefarlane, Poote, and :Sherida.n.'' 

Hon. members had stated that the present in­
troduction of the question was only a temporary 
solution of the clit!icnlty. By their voting they 
evidently considered themseh-es brther away 
from a solution of it now than they were three 
years ago. He simply alluded to the matter to 
show th"t the Government members were n»t 
sincere in the speeche:; they \-Vere rnaJdng on the 
question. 

Mr. FOOT}; said he thought it only rig-ht 
that he :::~hould give a,n expre~~ion of hi~-> Yiew;-;, 
and explain hi" comluct with reference to the 
nutnner in 'vhich he ~honld vote on the qnestiou. 
He was not one of tho8e who were desir:1n.s of 
hampering the planter too much in dealing with 
the labonr which he had from time to time 
obtaine<l fmm the House the right to obtain. 
That labour w.,cs of such a character that it 
rmp1ired to he protected Ly Act of Parliament. 
They h"''\ to legislate for· the labom·ers almo:;t 
a.s they would for prison;::;, or orphan R,sylnrns, 
or any other institutions which required to 
be inspected or clirected with special care. 
"\.t the same time he thought it was 
flUite vosHible to go to extre1ne:; in the rnatter. 
The hthour appe<trecl to be so valuable to 
employers that he should hardly think such a 
clause a~ that propo:'ied was neCf''1Sary. They 
had heard a great deal during the debate about 
cruelty; there might be a great deal of it, but he 
assumed that most of it had passed >Lway, and, 
that, as the result of the steps taken by the 
Government, in the appointment of ins pectore; of 
hospitals and other official8, they would not hear 
of any repetitions of the occurrences which 
used formerly to happen. The death-rate of 
the Polynesians was something astounding·, and 
the statements mac le with regard to it had proved 
nnaw.;werable frotn tl1e other side. Even his 
hon. friend, Mr. Blade, who was well up in 
the subject, and who had made a long speech 
:tbout it early in the session, and ha.d reitemtecl 
pnrtH of it over and ove1· again in the Hnn:-:c, 
had not 1lcnied the st<ctmnento. !I c ],,okNlnpon 
the whnle nf Uw lal_l01H' ;;~.~ verv nnd~·~it·:Ji)lB, and If 
)" ;b),_ lw ·,·. ·~,nld be dit]'v:oed' t'J ·, c:lc hr "· w·_;lLJJJ 



Pa('ijic Island Labou1'ers [13 FEBRUARY.= Act Amendment Bill. 341 

that \Vould prevent [tHY increase of it, or B\'811 to 
say that it ,;hould be diecuntinued after a certain 
period. As for the motion of the hem. member 
for Cook (l\I.r. Hamilton}, he had he,e1·d that that 
g·entlem:m had been looking up H"n8a1'<1 for 
"nne weeks upon the subject, aad that the 
Librltry messe11ger had been employed every day 
£or a considerable period looking up books in 
order to enable the hon. gentleruan to fur­
nish the Committee with any information 
which he could bring to bear on the subject. The 
hon. gentlen1an ought to have lJrought for\vard 
a tangil>le motion which wonlrl have dmtlt with 
the question properly. He thought if the hem. 
geHth~n1an~ instea,d of hl'inging forward an ~trnend­
Iuentashe had done, had dated the commencement 
of the discuntinuance of the lnbour from the bt of 
April of the prescmt year he might have had some 
stlpport. Bnt when the amendment was bronght 
ftil'Ward in snch a rnanner as to leave the power 
open for the phtnters to increase the supply >tnd 
stnff the country before the period al'l'i ved fm 
di~continuance no one RUPilorted him. 

:\Ir. HAJ\IlLTOX : That is too thin. 

.:\Ir. FOOTE s tid it was not too thin. It was 
quite poRsible that it would have taken place if 
the nmendment had been carried. The planters 
would have ,1\·ailed themoelves of every oppor­
tunity, and have sent every rotten little schooner 
in the colony to bring in that cl»,;s of immigr·ant 
before the time that h>ccl been specified arriv-ed. The 
hon. gentlern>cn, therefore, could nnt wonder that 
he was left by himsei£ when the division came­
that he had ,;ot even one ROlit>cry "'pporter from 
his own side, so ridiculous was the arnenchnent 
he sought to introduce. He (i\Ir. Foote) did not 
see any necessity for the muendment of the hem. 
member for Oxley. It was quite p<msible that 
some abn,qes mig·ht have crept in in reference to 
working theHe '' bovH'~ over tiine; but in every 
Lrauch of busine::;t-;, no nw.tter what it tnight be, 
there ·were ahva,ys busy seasons \\.then all par·tie.s 
had to work extra, titne~ a.nd this was no excep­
tic,n to the r~tle. 'With the supervision now 
placed upnn the employment of l'olynesianH, he 
did not think it likely that illlY ahu.ses would 
exiRt. 

.\I l'. HA:\IIT/TOX said he should not attempt 
t.u eontmtlict the a11Snrd statement made ],y the 
ll(lll, u1entber for Htutdanlxt-which, of c<;un;e, 
was ntterly nntrne-as to the Library messenger 
running about for 'veeks to hunt up n ITlOtion 
whid1 anybody C<)nld copy in five minutes, 
lJeca,u:-;e the hon. rneJnl)m was sn well kn<nvn 
tha,t a.ny :-;ta.teTnent1) of hiH were not regarded aH 
worth nnwh, or accepted. 

:\[r. l•'OOTE: Your opinion is not worth 
mneh. 

1\Ir. HA~HLTO~: He should be sorry for 
the praise of the hon. member, because th:tt 
wa.s the wor.'t recmnmendation he could pmHibly 
lmve. He st<ttetl that, had he (::\Ir. Hamil­
ton) l'""l"''ed that his amendment should take 
<'ifflct from the ht April, he would have voted 
for it. 'J'here 'vas not ::t n1e1nber of the Hon~e 
who believed that statement. It was an insult 
to the connnon t-;ense of tho.)e to whmn he w:1:-; 

spenking tn tnake such a stcttmnent, becauHe 
he knew perfectly well that any member could 
havre mnvecl an amendment on hi" motion. He 
eoulrl show al,;n that the reason stated was not 
the re:k;on why hem. members oppo,;ite opposed 
his motion, becauoe, when :Hr. O'Sullivan in 
J8RO proposed to impose a poll-tax upon kanakas 
and to extend the period for one year longer thm1 
he (Mr. Hamilton) proposed-from 1881 to 1883-
tho:-;tj rnentber::. who votec..l for tha.t nwtion voted 
agnin,;t his. That wonltl show the absnrtlity of 
tho ren/.:ons p;i\ en fnr vnt.in.P; n.g·:ti11st his <MllP,fl(l-
111 E'll t~ 

Mr. }'OOTE s<eid he had only given his own 
rea.~rmH for voting againRt the hou. n1entber's 
mnendment. lt was very possible that the 
motion of the late member for Stanlev fell 
throngh in ,., similar manner to the" hon. 
nretnber';:; amendn1ent) sin1ply beeau~P he pro­
posed a lengthened period ahead, so that, 
had it been carried, l'olynesians would have 
been poured in to a very great extent. The other 
remarks of the hon. member in reference to 
himself (1\fr . .Foote) were not worth answering. 
At any rate, there was not a member of the 
Committee who dirl not knovy the }JJ'e.,tiue of the 
hon. gentlmnan. 

:\h. HAMILTO~ said the hon. member 
stated that the r·easons giv-en by him for voting 
again::;t hiR :trnendtnent \Vere his own rea.'hon.-.:.. 
\Vel!, he had too strong an opinion of the hnn. 
gentleman's common sense to believe that state­
ment, because he had been sufficiently long in 
the House to know that it wa8 in his power to 
propose a reduction of the time. 

1\Ir. ISAMBEHT said to propose a poll-tax of 
£,jQ was at once sufficient to prove the insincerity 
of the hon. member for Cook. If he had pro­
posed that a tax should commence at once, and 
rmtsoned smnewlmt more scnsiblv than he did, it 
might have been accepted. For" insta.nce, if he 
had ,;aid that every white inhabitant was of so 
much value to the Treasury in pa::ing taxes, and 
that, k<.LnakaH having very few requiren1ents of 
civ-ilised life, every such labourer was a loss to 
the Treasury, therefore their employers should 
make up the deJiciency-say £4 or £5 a year­
then he would have Jn·m·ed his sincerity in the 
matter. 

Mr. HAMILT'OX said he had taken the 
trouble to translate into }:nglish the hon. mem­
ber', last remarks. He stated that, had he (1\Ir. 
Har11ilton} proposed that the tax should com· 
mence at once, he would have snp]>orted it, But. 
surely he had had sufficient acquaintance with 
the rules of the House to know that he 
could have moved an :nnendment on his (l\1r. 
Hmnilton's} amendment. The faet of the 
matter was that members on the Government 
Kide were beginning to n1ake excuse;.; for their 
own in:iincerity in not having 8upported 
his (::\Ir. Hamilton's) motion. Of course they 
h:tcl to do so because they always votecl together. 
:More than once he had known hon. members 
on the other side actually spectk in favour 
uf a motion anel then vote against it because 
their lea(ler did ~o. Such a thing \\7 l\.,'> 

never known in the laHt l}arJiatnent, and 
if such a thing had happened then it would 
have heen scouted. During the whole of the 
last l'arliament he never knew a single m em her 
to Rpeak in favour of :1 tnntion and then votP 
againr-;t it. Such a courRe was rlir;boneRt in th~ 
extren1e. As for ~dncerity, his Rincerity wns ex­
prer-;sed by nJOving the atnendn1ent, ttnll the in­
:-;incerity of hon. tnembers on the Unvenunent 
~ide w~.-.:Rhown by their not propo:-;ing any a.Jnend­
xnent on hiH fLlnenrhnent, lmt voting like a lnt uf 
sheep against it. 

Mr .. FOX TON said before the matter came to 
the vote he should like to give his reasons for 
supporting the mnendment proposed by the hon. 
member for Oxley. He did not altogether agree 
with the amendment, because he thought it WitH 
too crude; bnt it was nece,,sary that i:his class of 
labour should he regulated., not only as to the 
occupations in which it was to be employed, 
but also a" to the hours and manner of that 
employment. He quite agreed with the Premier 
that it was necessary that a much more elaborate 
scheme would be ref!nired to carry that out than 
was conta,ined in the clause as proposed by 
the hon. member for Oxley. But he was inclined 
tu think that unless some such clause wa,; in, 
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serted in the Bill there would never be any regn­
lation of the hours of labour at all. If the 
clause was passed those who wished to regnlate 
that labour, or to see it regulated, would then have 
the co-operation of the sug·ar-planters in ende;t­
vouring to frame such a scherl'l.e as wonld be 
worthy of that House; but if the Bill passed with­
out that clause those who wished to introduce such 
a scheme at some future time, so as to prevent po,;­
sible abuses that now existed or might hereafter 
exist, would be met with the reply that the 
Labour question was settled so far as Polynesians 
were concerned-that a clause clealing with the 
regulation of hours of labonr had been nega.tived 
in the Legislature. The passage of the clause 
might for a short time operate injuriously upon 
the planters, and therefore it would be to their 
interest to assist those who were in favonr 
of the hours of labour being regulated in elabo­
rating such a scheme as ought to be passed. 
The scheme which he should like to see was one 
by which at certttin seasons of the year the 
kanakas might be employed for a longer period 
during the day, provided they were paid over­
time, and subject to certain records being kept. 
But unless the clause was passed he plainly 
saw that no such •cheme would come into opera­
tion. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he thought the hon. 
gentlemttn had hardly gmsped what the Premier 
said. He did not object to some such clause, 
but he stated it would be unworkable unless 
followed up by a large number of other clauses. 
No member, he (Mr. Morehead)trusted, would be 
willing to overwork a kanalm ttny more than a 
horse, but he thought that the member for 
Oxley, having achieved his purpose by ventilat­
ing the subject, might now very well ;tdopt the 
suggestion nf the Premier and withdraw the 
cbuse. 

Mr. STEVENS s:tid the arguments of the 
hon. Inmnbet fur Carna.rvon were to the effA<~t 
that he wonlri support tlm objectional>l<' a.mPnd· 
l!lent in the hope th<Lt a good mnenr!ment wr.ald 
be introduced at some future time. He wtts gln.rl 
the Premier httd objected to the clause, because 
it showed thttt the hon. gentleman W;tS actuated 
by that spirit of fair play which he hrtd shown 
all through the Bill. On the contrary, he thought 
the member for Oxley had shown the very 
bitterest spirit whenever this Kanaka question 
was brought up. He {Mr. Stevens) considerecl 
the amend1nent nothing leR::; than a way of giving 
a mortal stab to the employers of black htbour. 
The hon. member had poser! as the champion 
employer of white labour in connection with 
sugar, and was as bitter as if he was in the 
position of a man who, having employed white 
labour, had failed with it, and did not care to 
acknowledge his failure. If the hon. member 
had any fairness, he would withdraw the amend­
ment now. If the question was to be dealt with ttt 
a future period, a better scheme would probably 
be brought forward, rmd a scheme which would be 
much more satisbctory to the country generally. 

Mr. BROOKES said he had heard seyeral 
times that afternoon remarks which he thought 
should be at once met in the public interest, and 
if he found himself expressing different views 
from the Premier he could not help it. He was 
very sorry that hon. gentleman should, in spe;t]dng 
of the ')uestion, say that it was not in the interest 
of the planter to ovArwork his kttnaka.-<. He 
coulcl only tell hon. gentlemen that all the facts 
were ttgainst that conclusion. They hnd every 
place in the world where coloured lalxmr had heen 
employed arrayed against such :c conclusion. That 
it wa:-; not trne in the Southern States of .i. \1neric:t 
and Cnbu. 'va~ notorinus, bec:au;-;e they deli­
berately imported slaves, am! did now. He 
did not think he was exaggemting with reference 

to the present facts when he said thttt within 
very recent times it was notorious thttt it was 
part of the pbn of the sugar-pbnters there t.o 
'' \Vork up" their coolies and Rlaves. 'fhe,v 
calculated the work that could L>e got ont of 
them, ttnd set it beside their deaths, 

l\Ir. l\IOREHEAD: No, no! 
Mr. BllOOKES sttid he could substttntitttc 

that. The !f-ctrler of the Opposition did not 
know as much of the matter as he did. He 
knew more than he (Mr. Brookes) on some 
subjects, aud a great de"'l of wh:tt he did not 
ca,re to know; but on this point the hon. gen­
tleman must give way to him. He coul<l pro­
dnce chapter' ttnd vei·se for whttt he sttid with 
reference to the sugar-phtnters; he could sr~y 
this : that half of their desire for black labour 
was that the labourers should be kept as a 
reserve force of labour for the crushing tiutP. 
That was part of the value of black lttbour. 
Human life never clicl count for anything when 
placed in the scale of the profit,, of the employer. 
He was sorry to be obliged to speak in that way, 
but he must speak his mind. There was a deal 
of substance in what the Premier s;tirl, bnt he 
hoped ttnd trnsted that the time wonld 118\'er 
come when they would have a comprehensive 
code for the n1anagen1gnt of kanakas or any 
other kind of labour. The member for Oxley lmrl 
said that he did not suppose his amendment 
would go to the root of the matter, but it would 
be a great deal better than nothing. It would 
come to the knowledge of the more intelligent of 
the kanalms, and would give them to understancl 
that at crushing time they need not work day 
and night. He would put it to any man of 
cornrnon senRe : \VaR it fair that kanakas should 
work from chylight to dark, and fmm nark 
to rnidnight) for half-a-C'n,wn :-t wr•ek ~ 'rlu• 
re:t~on he should ~npport the nwPndnwnt '~ :t~, 
that it m" better th:tll nothing-; and wh''" 
the-y l1arl t() atgnc fnr tlw (~olcnne~l r 1l'P . ...; 

tlwy h:trl to be thccnkfnl for small mercies, be·. 
can,-.;e tlwy were pl<tl:crl in :tntagunisTn ·with tho <' 

who knew nothing of fa.ir dt.<::tling, hut who:-w 
sole reasoning wa8 ponndH, shillingH, arHlvence. 
He really could not SE\£ how anyone could argne 
ag-ttinst the clause-it could not do harm, and it 
might do a great dettl of good. ·with reference 
to the remarks of the last speaker, he spoiled a 
good speech by the way in which he closed it. 
It was no use telling the hon. member for 
Oxley that he posed as the champion of white 
labour. The hon. member stood up for right, 
ju.stice, humanity, hun1an right for rnen and for 
women; and he (.Mr. Brookes) took it that that 
was a very honourable poRition for ~tny gentle~ 
man to be in. He wttK sony tlmt he was obliged 
to place himself in "l'l""ition to the Premier. 
He knew the hon. gentleman meant well, but he 
did not go far enough. 

1\Ir. SALKELD said he hacl listened tu the 
objePtions raised, one of which was that the 
clause was not ctlled for. He pre>mmecl tlmt 
meant that the kanakaR had never agitated 
on the matter; but that objection had 11« 

weight, becauHe it wa,s tJerfectly well known 
that such an agitation got up by kana.kas wa~ 
the last thing they might expect. It lmcl heeu 
poiuted out that there waN no legi.;latiun 
such tts that J>l'OJH>sed relating to tlw white 
working lJ80tJle ; lmt ho wa:-; not aware of 
any \Vhite people engaging for a }JeJ·iod 
of three years like the l'olynesians. \\"hito 
people generally engagecl frout cLty to day, 
m· frmu week to week, or at the rnost frmn yea,J' 
to year; and they were far better ,tlJle to lo<>k 
after thmnsehes thm1 the Polym"ia11s. Ohjeeti<>n 
h!_td been nuH.Ie to thn propo,.,od el:::tHse a:-; it :-;tood, 
on the gronnd also that it w:::ts smnetinws :~;b~ 
solntely necessary to work kanakas rnore than 
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nine hom·" a da,y. The clause said, "It shttllnot 
be lawful to work an islander"; but he had an 
amendment to propose whieh would enable 
mnplnyer.c.; to cmne to tOl'In.-..; with the rnen a~ to 
the nuu1ber uf hmu·:-:; they shonld \'."urk. 1-le 
moYed thnt the word "work" in the 1st line of 
the clan~e be mnitted, with a. view of inserting 
the word "cmnpel ''; a.Lm, that the words "to 
\V(Jl'k " be in~erted after the word '' ir;lander." 
The dause would then rmod tln" :--''It shall not 
be lawful to compel an islander to work, etc." 
lf the arnendrnent 'vere va:-;~eJ, kana,kas rnight 
work longer or :-:;horter hours, according to 
arra.ngen1ent. 

(2uestion- That the word proposed to he 
omitted stand vart of the 'tmstion-vut. 

:\[r. G RI'\IES said he was quite willing to 
accept the amendment. It would meet the 
objection that had been raised by severnl hon. 
members thttt there were times when the work 
1nnst Ue done, and it provided for n1en \Vorking 
overtinw lJy beillg offered. a considera,tion. In 
thnt way it would meet one of the strongest 
oi>jection.s that lmcl been made to the clanse. 
He nmst expreRH his regret that the hon. 
mmnber for T_;ogan had hO far forgotten 
hirn~elf a~ to in1pnte bad n10tives to hiln in 
intl'orlueing the mneJHlment. 1 t was ttll the 
1nore to he regretted beeanse the hon. n1eu1Ler 
wa:-; g-t~Her·ally conrteow; mul civil to hon. 1118111-
bers, nnd he wa,, Bnrry that he should httve been 
the only rnmnber who had ~poken against the 
clnme in the manner he had done. It only 
showed how ''evil cmnrnunications corrupt good 
mmmers." The hon. member said that he (Mr. 
Uriiiu's) showed the bitterest feeling to the 
planters ; Jmt [,e only desired to see justice 
dono to the employe:-:~ of the planters, and 
li!Jthi~tg· lllore. Hn }Jad a1:-:o rnentioned thn.t it 
wonlrl :trike a heavy hl<~w at tlw planters. 
l f S•J 1 that W<lr.<.; mw nf tht• ~trongn;-;t a.rg·n­
IIJE'nt~ he could llrt\'e ~·i\'eu for the insertion 
nf tlH~ danse; if it \v:ts sn 1lece~"'lary, nnd 
lltn.Oe ~~~ 1nnch ditfetenee in the rn~Lnage­
ment of the plnnters' work that it would stl'ike 
such tt heavy blow, there wtts all the more reason 
why it should be passed. Some hon. members 
objected because the clause could not be enforced. 
But it was a transcript of a clause in the coolie 
mgulations which were adopted by the late 
( lovermnent, and if it could be enforced nnc\er 
those rcgultttions for the coolies, why could 
it not be enforced for Polynesittns? The fact 
of itK being known to the Polynesian that 
he W:1R not obliged to wol'lc rnore thttn nine 
hnnrs, and the planter knowing tha,t he could 
not compel him, then he wonld take dif­
ferent 1nea.-mre~ to induce hint. That \vas the 
be-.;t w::ty of getting on with kann,kas. and it wa~ 
very likely that the purposf' he had in view in 
introducing the clause woulcl be achieved without 
nny cou viction being obtained under it. He 
accepted the amendment of the hon. member for 
Ipswich. 

The PREIIIIER sai<l he had p0inted out 
that the Bill was introduced to deal with two 
mattel's. The hon. member for Oxley, with 
the best of motives, introduced au entirely 
different nmtter-a uiatter quite as compli­
cn.ted awl requiring a;;; careful attention as 
the other p:crts. The Government were not 
alJle to deal with the subject during the present 
session- that was, the subject of the hours 
of bhonr on plantations-and merely to pnt in 
a single clause of the kiml proposed would be 
folly. He felt that the (~overmnent were res­
ponsible for the Bill, and were b<nmd to see it 
pccssell thwugh Parliament in an intelligible aHd 
workal )le fol'lll. If the chtuse were introduecd 
into the Bill, either in its present or amended 
form, it wouhl he apparently showing thttt they 

did not know how to do their business. He felt 
bound to point out that if the amendment 
suggested by the hon. member for Ipswich wern 
carried it would he rHmR~n:-;e. There wa.!-3 no 
power to COI1l]Jel a kanaka to work at all. 
To lay an infonnation against a 1nan for conl­
pelling him to work would be nonsense. The 
only way would be by physical force, and 
that would not make him work, though it 
might mttke him sulk. It would be impos­
sible to obtain a conviction, and it would seem 
as if the Cclmmittee httd undertaken to deal 
with a matter it was not competent to deal with. 
He must therefore deprecate the amendment. 
The subject that the hon. member undertook to 
deal with was a much more complicated one than 
he gave it credit for being. He was very anxious 
thttt the Bill should become law, and therefore 
trusted that they mig·ht dispose of it and get to 
other work. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said the clause was even 
more absurd than had been set forth by the Pre­
mier. If it wa,; passed as suggested by the hon. 
member for Ipswich-that "it shall not be lawful 
to compel an islander to work more than nine 
hours"-the inference would be that it would he 
lawful to compel him to work nine hours. \Vas 
that a liberal and generouH principle of doing· 
justice to the black man-absolntely introducing 
tt clause which, if passed, would give the power 
of compulsion to the employer of black labour'? 
Hon. gentlemen had better go home and learn 
English. 

1\Ir. SALKELD stticl the hon. gentlemttn 
statell that the Polynesians could not be com­
pelled to work more than nine hours, or even 
nine hours; hut the fact wrts that they were com­
pelled to work more thttn nine hom·s ftt pre,ent. 
He hoped the leader of the Oppo.,ition did n<~t 
1Tit-'H.U tn say that a.n attmnpt wns lwing nmcle ti• 
eu1npel rtnyone whmn the planter 1ln.d not ill l!i:-: 
e111pltJy to \Vork ni1w honr:-;. 

Mr. MOJD~HEAD ''nid that the worrl "e<>lli­
pel" in the Bill wtts 'luite tt new word iu any of 
their statutes dealing with labour. He hoped the 
hon. member for Ipswich would not persist in 
introducing any such wore\ in the statute-hook, 
in a nlf<;Lsnre dealing \vith the relations between 
employer and employed. 

Mr. JOHDAN said he liked the last remark 
made by the hon. member for Balonne. " [ 
hope" was very different from telling hon. mem­
bers to go home and learn the n1eaning of rt 
simple English word. The hon. member had 
stti<l that he (.:VIr. Jordnn) tried to justify 1\Ir. 
Dart. What he sttic\ was that Mr. Dart was 
desenedly punished. 

Mr. BLACK said he would point out to the 
hon. member for Ipswich that there was not a 
single clause in the Polynesian Act compelling 
ishwclers to work. It was a well-known fact that 
it was only by judicious treatment and kimlness 
that the islander could be induced to work. 
It was true that if he refused to work he could 
be taken before '' bench of magistrates under 
the Masters and Servants Act. 

An HoxoUI<ABLE :1\IE~IBEU : 'l'hat is compelling 
them. 

1\Ir. BLACK: J3ut that was tt measure which 
was not adopted by the planters as a rule. 
There might be exceptionttl cases ; but tts a rnle 
kanakas were never taken before a bench nf 
magistmtes when they 1·efused to work. As he 
said before, there was not a Hingle clause in the 
Act to compel them to work. If a kanalm 
refused to work he dirl not lose his wages. At 
the end of hi" three years, no matter whether he 
haJ worked or uot, he vvas paid the \vages lJl'OM 

vided by the Act for the whole term without 
deduction. Tf the "mendment was carried, v 
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would be necessary to introduce a further clause 
providing some punishment in the event of the 
kanakas refusing to work as ena.cted. 

Mr. JORDAN sccid the mnendment did not 
mean that cc labourer wets to be tccken into the 
field and flog·gecl to compel him to work. 
" Compel " wa.::; a plain :English word, and the 
meaning \\ras obvious. Tht:: hon. n1ernber for 
Mackay lmcl admitted thcct under the Masters and 
Servants Act the kanakas conld be pnnished for 
not doing their duty. 

:Mr. MOREHEAD said he did not think, 
when the hon. member had really thonght over 
what he said, that he would be prepared to 
justify his words. He had spoken of kanakas 
being flogged to work ; at any rate, that wrts the 
only condnsion that conld he arrive<! at from 
his words, though he <li<lHot "':V that the hon. 
lttewber inten<led that. 

Mr. ,JORDAN: Xo. 
~Ir. J\JOREHEAlJ : Certainly the hon. mem­

ber's words conveyed that rneaning. The hem. 
xnen1ber, Axpecially ,vhen Hpeaking to a large 
:mdience, should he more careful and exact in 
mtying what he meant. \Vith reference to the 
originnl clanse, if it were not altered in son1e way it 
would be the most absurd clause ever put on the 
statute-book. He woul<l ask every hon. member 
of that Committee what was meant by "work­
ing an islander?" \Vhat interpretation did the 
hon. member for Oxley put on it? As he said 
before, they could not compel an islander to 
work. He hoped that the hon. member for 
Oxley-if he did not mean to obstruct, though 
he was rather inclined to think he did-would 
accept the proposition made by the Premier and 
let the Bill go through. They all desired to cleal 
with the question with as little delay as possible. 
The whole of the delay now wns cmmed by the 
hon. member. 

The PREMIER •,aid the clause would have to 
be amended, so as to read "it shall not be lrnvful 
to employ an islander more than nine hours." 

Mr. BrtOOKES said he was sadly afraid they 
were beginning to talk nonsense. The leader of 
the Opposition talked about "work " in a way 
which he (Mr. Brookes) could not denominate 
by any other term than "nonsense." They 
knew what working a horse was; and there was 
not the least difference in principle between 
working a hon;e and \Vorking a kanaka. The 
idea of the leader of the Opposttion endea\-onring 
to play the schoolmaster to hon. members on the 
Ministerial side was a farce. 'The fact of the 
matter was, that the more they touched tlmt 
Polyne5ian que::;tion the 1nore enbtngled it bee Etlne 
in their hands ; and the only refuge was to get 
rid of the labour altogether. The hon. member 
for l\1ackay objected to the clause because he 
regarded it as a regulation, and he wanted to 
have his kn.nakas without regulations. He (l\Ir. 
Brookes) did not profess any extreme brilliancy 
or shrewdness, but he could understand the 
clause perfecty well, and he could see its im per­
fections. \Vith the amendment that hac! been 
made by the Premier--

?.h. ?\OR TON: He has made llll amendment. 
}fr. BROOKES said he took it that the hon. 

member for Oxley would not object to use the 
word "'ern ploy'' instead of "work,., though he 
(::\Ir. Brnokes) thought "work" was quite as 
good JDnglish. He was there for the express 
purpose of protesting against the kanaka labour. 
He did not want any hon. gentleman to be 
under any delusion on that poiut. \Vhatevcr 
the hem. member for Mackay might >my, 
his (Mr. Brookes') constituentf· sent him there 
to erase the whole thing-every fragment of it. 
'rhey should have no peace in (.lueensl:tHd until 
they got rid of kanalm labour. J t wnnld be 

always a vexed question, like a splinter in the 
hand or a grain of sand in the eye. He waHte<l 
to get rid of it. He was snre the clause could 
only work for good) and there had bPen 11o 

objection urged against it that would lwld water 
for a sing·le moment, except the one meHtionecl 
by the Premier, and that-asking the hon. gentle­
man's pardon-he did not think of much account, 
because he "'aH pressing on to a certain u1ark-· 
to get !rid of the thing altogether. Meanwhile 
he would accept the clauRe and the Bill as an 
instalment. The clause would put a little harrier 
between the selfbh, erne! planter and the de· 
fenceless kanaka, and for that reason he shonltl 
vote for it. 

Mr .. JOTIDAX said the Premier had told them 
em·lier in the session that the Bill was oHly a 
ternporary rnea~:;ure, anll, a:-; he nnJerstood thn 
hon. gentlernan 's n1eaniug, he believed the hnn. 
gentlenran rnea.nt that black labonr \~'af.: dnmned. 
That was what he (Mr. ;rordan) me,wt, and it 
was what the junior member for Xurth 1\risbant> 
meant. They had been sent there to t!o away 
with black labour, am! he would never re,.;t until 
black labour no more existed in the cnlonv. 
'rhe verdict of the people of the colony had been 
\·ery clearly and distinctly exprebsed in every 
corner that they ditl not want hl""'k labonr in 
Qu~ensland. They could not vote for the clause 
intrnducecl by the hon. member for Cook. 

Mr. :MOrtEHEAD : Why not? 
Mr. JORDAN said he would tell the hem. 

member if he would wait and would not interrupt 
him. They did not wish to injure the sngm·· 
planter and his industry. lf they had voted for 
the amendment of the hon. member for Cook 
they would have damaged them immensely. If 
by one single blow they swept kanaka labour 
away immediately, they would do the planters a 
grcJ.t injustice, as they had embarket'l their capital 
under the sanction of Qneensland law, and the 
Queensland Legislature hacl helped them to ob. 
tain kanakas. Bnt on the same principle that the 
British Government established :tml sanctioned 
slavery in the American colonies, and subsequently 
paid £20,000,000 to get rid of it, they weredete1· 
mined eventually to get ri<l of coloured labonr. lt 
was an evil thing for the islanders who were taken 
from their islands on false pretences and were 
often bought and stolen ; it was an evil thing for 
the captains, part owners of vessels, whose pro­
ceedings they conlcl not control; it ·was an evil 
thing _for those unhappy 1nen the agents, who:se 
hands were tied ; it was an evil thing for the 
:sailors, whoRe hands were often stained with 
blood in getting men for Qneenslaml; it VI as 
nu edl thing for the cqltmist8, whose fine 
sense of British freedom was damaged; and it 
was an evil thing for the colony, because it had 
intel'fered with the inflow of llriti,;h lahour fmm 
Great Britain ; and for the planters it was also 
an evil thing, for they woulcl have done mnch 
better with a regular supply of British Lchour. 
Being an evil thing they were detennined to get 
rid of it, hut they intended to do so intelligently 
and justly to the planters, and hence the Bill. 
vVith all <leference to the Premier he conte!l(kcl 
th:tt the cbm,e would not damage the Bill. As 
the hon. member for Carnarvon had pointed out, 
it vvould at :tll events show to the planter that 
the eye of the Legis1ntnre waf.l npon that 
frightful 1nortality a.1nongst the kanakas, and 
that they looked for the cans<'. The planters 
wonld, jf the danse \vere pas~ed, adopt f'OlHt~ 
regular ::.:.y-.:tern, and the clau~e wonlcl Le opern­
tive. He gave his i111pre~r:ions fLTI(l his convictions 
upon the subject as an individualmeml1er of the 
Committee, and he should vote for the chtusn. 

:\Ir. H A11ILTO::'-J :•tid they vvere all t(lad to 
hear the heautifnl sentintBnts exJn·esse<l l •Y h"n. 
member,; opposite, when!spenking- of 1rhat they 
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intended to do for the lmnakas. The junior 
member for Korth Brisbane stated now that the 
o_nly v\:n,y of dealing ""ith the question w~tH to get 
ml of 1t altogether. lf so, why did not the hon. 
lnemh3l' \va1k over tu the sante side as he (::\fr. 
Hamilton), when the division was called for 
on the clause he had introduced'? The hon. 
1uen1ber for South Brisbane "aid theY \Vere 
sent to the House tu do away wit!} black 
labour; if so, the hon. member !;ad refused to 
do wlmt he had been sent to do, although 
he hac! had an opportunity to do it tluct even­
ing. He would remind the hon. member of the 
old sa:ying, {jlfi :/c;c('tt.'ie .~;'tu·casc:, and the hou. 
gentlnHJan':; excuse was his accu:sation. Tlu~ hon. 
1ne1nher garve, as the re:::tson for oppo~ing his (1\{r. 
Hamilton's) amendment, that he cli<l not <le·,il'e 
to do away with the sngal' imlnstry, all<l tlmt the 
:mrendment would have the etfect of immediately 
excluding kanakas. Thnt wns not Ho, for tl;e 
amendment stated that they were to have two 
ye:u·s l)efore the lutnaka;-; , ... -e~H do11e a1vay with. 
Theref(n'ethe l't-:tsongi ven by the hon. HH~ntberwas 
not the correct reason. It ·was really ~tnnu-;ing 
to hear the various remmns and excu!:'le"' given bjr 
lwn. mernber,; opposite. The hon. member for 
8outh J:lrisbane thought the time allowed by his 
mnendrnent w:~:-J nut long enough, ·while the hun. 
member for Bnndanba thought the reverse. 
'Then the reason given b? the l?rmnier \Vas that 
when the necessity arose to do away with black 
labour he would take n1easures accordingly ; 
evidently showing that he did not think the 
necessity existed at present. Two hours after 
they had voted against a motion for the ex­
clusion of blackfellows-though they admitted 
they were sent to the House to exclude them 
-the members on the Go\'ernn1eHt side got 
up and attempted to excuse themselves, and the 
beauty of it was that each member gave a differ­
ent reason, and ea.ch contradicted the member 
who preceded him. 

Que3tion-That the wor<ls propm,ed to be 
omitted stand part of the question-put and 
negatived. 

question--That the word proposed to be in­
serted be so inserte<l-put, ancl the Committee 
divided:--

AYE,._, l:t 
::\leBsrs. Brookes. ;.;myth, IsambPrt. ~,.hite. Bncklnnd, 

Bale, Higson. Grillles, .Jordan, Salkeld. Fox.ton, 1lidglcy, 
nnd .J1actarlane. 

Not<:s, 2fi. 
)Ie.;;srs. l\Iorchead, Xorton, Archer, Pcrkins. Diekson, 

Chubb, :.\lellor, JHacrossan, StevcHson,Blaek, Lalor, Foot.e, 
Dntton, Bailey, I(elson. SlJerifhtn, Hntlcdge, Gritfith, 
J1aec1ona1d~Pntcrson, Palmer, l;issner, Beattie, 11rJrcton, 
Hamilton, Fergnson, anU ~tevens. 

Qnestion resolved in the negative. 
::VIr. G RI::\Il~S said that, as the vote jn,,t tttken 

had tested the opinion of the Committee on the 
snbject, and as he could gain nothing by press­
ing it any fnrthcr, he begged tu with<hrtw the 
clan:-; e. 

Claw-:e withdra\vn a,cconlingly. 
On the motion of the PltEMIJ~R, the CHA!H­

MA:-1 left the chair and reported the Bill to the 
Hon.,e without further amendment. • 

'l'he report was adopted, and the third read-
ing of the Dill mtlde an Order of the Day for to­
Inorl'OW. 

CHLL\E81~ IMl\IIGIL~KTS RIWULATIO~ 
_\.UT O.F 11-:77 Al\rE~ll2\IENT BILL-

8ECO:'\D READIXG. 
The PREl\IIER said : I do not think it 

neees;,ary to take up the timo of the House at 
any very great length in lllOVing the second 
reading of this Bill. 'rhe Chinese Immigrants 
J:egnlation Act was introduced in 1877 by the 
( iov<'rmHnnt of which t!Je Hon. J\[r, Don.<da.;-

was the head, because at that time a large influx 
of Chine,,c into the colony was taking place, an(t 
at that time there was no law in force to prevent 
it. The hon. gentle1nan fonn<l, a~ I have ~rtid~ that. 
a yery large influx waf; taking place, although 
in 187H we httd end.u1voured. to di:-tcout·agc then1 
frmn 1nining on goldfieldH. The Bill whieh wu~ 
paHRed in that Y""'r was not assented tu by the 
then Governor, :!\ir. Cairus, ttnd it Wati subt..;t~+ 
quently also disallowed by Her Majesty. In 1877 
we pa.ssed that Bill again with verbal amend­
lnents, but 1vith no real change, and it waH 
a~hented to, mHl in addition \Ye JIU.f.;Hed the Bill 
nuw in force, the Chinese JnunigrantH Hegnlntion 
Aet of 1:->77, by which it was pruvidecl tlmt e1·ery 
Chinese landing in the colo11~r r:lwultl pay :.t :-:'ltl!J 

of .£10 before he was allowed tc, lallll, :md tlw.i. 
not UlOl'e tha11 one Chinese for evt~rv ten tun:-; 
of the tonuage of the shiv carrying tl1en1 sdwnld 
be allowed to be Uronght by any ship arri dng at 
a port in (,Jneensland. The Bill with reg·M<l t<> 
goldfields-w·e havingnmintaiued our right to pass 
snch legi:-:-dation, althongh it \Y::t:-l at tin.;t Yetm~d 
by the Go1·ernor·-was Hnbsequently repealed. lt 
had served the purvose we intencled it to do, and 
so it was repealed. The other Act kts remained 
on the statute-book ever since, and has luul tlttl 
effect of diminishing the influx of Chinese to a 
very gre,ct extent. I IJelieve that New South 
'\V>1les has since then passed an Act which is 
more stringent than ours, while some of the 
other colonies rmve been contented with Acts 
passed on the more moderate lines of the Queens­
land Acts of 1877. Of late there has been an 
increasing influx of Chinese into this colony ; and 
it is considered desirable, I believe, by nll pm·tie.-; 
in the House, that we should make more stringent 
regulation~ to discourage that influx as far as we 
possibly can. The proposab made in this Bill 
with that intention are, in effect, three in 
number. The first is that the tax to be 
paid by the Chinese on landing here shall be 
£20 instead of £10. I believe that is more than 
is charged in any of the other colonies. The 
second provision is thtlt the number of Chinese 
on any ship coming to '" Queensland port shall 
be one for every fifty tons, instead of one fm 
every ten tons; the result of these two changes will 
be to make it ten times more difficult for Chinese 
to come here. The poll-tax is to be raised from 
£10 to £20, and only one passenger is to be 
brought for every fifty, instead of every ten, tons 
of the tonnage of the ship canying them, ln 
addition to that, the money paid is not to be 
refunded. These are the princip:tl provisions of the 
Bill. I am afraid that some hon. members will 
say I have not gone far enough, but I ''m under 
the impression that the proposed changes will 
to a great extent deter such a large uun1ber 
of Chinese frmn cmning to the colony. 
The number of ships which come here which 
could ])J'ing thirty Chinese on hoard, and whic·h 
would have to be of 1,ii00 tons reg·iRter, i> 
very small. Indeed, there is no ship I kllow of 
trading with such a tonnage. Provision is 
made to reserve the rights of those Chinese who 
are already in the colony, aml those who 
are entitled to hrrve their £10 hack will get it 
back agn,in, as that is of cuur:~e a ve:-:ted right. 
Thn"' are the provisions of th<l Bill, and l 
do not think it necessary to say anything more 
about it. '\Ve haYe heard a great den! late!~, 
about the large munber of Chinese who have 
come to the colony dm·in:" the past year, bnt I 
find that the net incren.:;e on the ve:M· wa:-:; onlv 
about 1,000 or a little over. Abont'2,000 arrived, 
I believe, ,.,m[ more than 1,000 left. 

JI.Ir. ;\fACRORSAN: Rome of thmn will come 
!Jack again. 

The PREJ\liER: Yes; some will come back 
again, no donbt, T find from a mturn with which [ 
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am now pro deled that the total nmnLer of Chinese 
who arrived in the colony during the year 1883 
was 2,578, awl the total number who left the 
colony during the I-":1UlC year wa:-; 1,2tiU. 

::\lr. J\IURKFU~AD: Tlmt i, l,:;oo inere.t,e. 
The PHE::\IIER : That i::; the inerut:-;c <lnrillg 

the p<tst year, 'llld T think the effect of thi.• Dill 
will he that the number \\·hich arrive in the 
::mecee~ling bvel ve n1m1th..; will be ve1·y runch 
css. 1 will not say any ntore on the ,..;ul>j~>et, 

hut mow the secon<lren,din~· of the Bill. 
Mr. -:\lACHOSSAX snid : The hon. ~·cntlmwm 

began l>y stating that he did nut think it neces­
sary to say much al)(mt the Bill nm\· Lefore Ud. I 
certa,in1y, for mw, think the hon. gentlenun has 
not gone far euonh·h. He statecl that he U:XlJPCtecl 
ROHlH hem. lll8lllllel'S \YOU]ll be of th:~t OlJinion, 

and I for· one a.ln qnitc: sure t11at he has not gone 
suffici<'ntly f:n, '''"! I thi11k thCLt if he were in 
f':tnH::-;t on the qne.~tion, aK he ought to l1e, he 
\Vonld httve gone a great dea1 f:uther. ] ~efore 
going i11tn the merits of the Hill, atHl eollllJ<tring 
it with other Inc:tsnre·A on the :-;~nue subject, 1 
must correct hhu in regard to the nmnher of 
ChineNe ·who C<1lll8 to the c;olony d nriug the la:-~t 
year. The hon. g-entleman reacl n :-;tatmnent to 
the 8lfeet that 2,~1~ had ani \eU in the colony 
during the yt>.-tr 1BH:3, and that 1 ~2ti~) WQ'llt ~t\Ya.r; 
lmt out of th::1t 1nnnh~1· !ill will cm1w hack :1gain. 
They lw.ve mdy gm1e llJHler penuit, and that give:-; 
a, total of ~,000 a:-; thP ponlHUil:llt addition tn the 
Chin('\:·'e population of tlH~ eolonr dP1·iug the year 
1RK:i. The prnvi.·dons of thi:-; Blll are that the 
Chinan1en who cmue to thi . ..., colonv in tbe fntnn~ 
will h:we to pny n £20 poll-tax in,te:1Cl of .t:10, am! 
that t,he ship that bring~ theu1 shall only ln·ing one 
ChinalnPn to r-wt>r:v t1fty tons of het· regi~-:tt.:n'd 
tonnng·t~. \Yhat La,~ the colony of \Ticttn·ia, (hnw 
at ditfe1't'llL t.illws t.o pn-'\'8llt t1w illtill.\. 11f 
Ch1Ilt:-' ·e '! \\'hat h:l;, :'-.'t-11 ~tJitth \Vale-.; dt1llP :d. 
different tiHlt ., ttJ Jtl'P\t-~llt tht> inHtl\. of Chinf ,p: 

~~-nd ;-, ln:·.t h<~s .-\ltl<'l"it·n dotlPWith thP~:-J.,lllt" ol,jret': 
\\'"hen1l'OI!1j,al"(' \\"h:d; t.1H'~\- Jm\t' tl,,np. \dth tilt• 
proYi~:knl;--;oft!ti:-; BilL l think I ,...,hn.1l pl'ti\L' t11 
this It ons{-' th:tt the PrmniP.l' ha . ..; not propu!-.ed 
to dn tmiJnt-;·h. ln n•fervncc to the Chinese in 
Victoria. there was a very gTeat inflnx at 
one periorl, bnt there wa . ..; neYer ~o great an 
influx in proportion to population as there "-as 
into the colony of Queensland when the Pn,llller 
JUver Gold Field Mtnrted. At one time tbere 
were " little 0\'8r 30,000 in Victoria, lmt 
there \nts ne\·er so great a n1nnher in one 
place as there w ,l8 at one time on the l'almcr 
Cold Vield, when there \\·er8 17,000 there. 

::\fr. ::\[OJtEHK\.1): l\rr. Speaker, I beg- to 
call ynnr rttte11tion to the fnut th:ct the Premier 
is rei:tding a new8paper, eYillently with the inten­
ticm of int'lulting the h(Jn. rHeruher. 

The ]' J[K:\JI ~~It: The hon. melllLer kno\\ s 
I am in the habit of reacling the paper every 
evening. 

Mr. MACitOSSAK: The first thing- they did 
in Victorin was, inlt-:57, toimposert .:f:lO]JOll-tctx, 
and in :vJdition to that an annual tax of .tG, or 
whn,t was calle<l a residence license. Thctt was 
mnch grenter than is proposed here. Thnt 
rmnained in force for smne tirne, and hrul a strong 
detenent etrect npon the inflmc of Chinese into 
Victmh. \Vhen the g"lldfields lwgan to f:cil, 
of conrse the rnnnher of Chinmnen cnrning to 
thnt colony began to lessen, when in 1Sf)4 they 
pccssed the Chim1s0 Immigmnts Act. In lH(i!) 
they passed mwther Chiuese lmllligmnts Act 
an1ending· the prevlons mw, a.nd in 18Sl they 
pa•,'if'd a.nother, not npon the nrore rnoclerate 
lines of the qneensbnd Act as staterl by the lwn. 
gentlmnrm, l111t :.t nnwh 1nnre :-;tringeut Act than 
we pasRcd in 1877, [l.Utl iu one re~pt>ct rnnch 1nnre 
string-ent tlmn the measure now proposed by 
the hon. gentleman. Instead of allowing one 

Chinese p::tHHenger to every iJO ton:-; 1 under the law 
at pre:.:;;ent in force in -Victoria only one Chinese 
pa~~enger cnn he bJ·ongtJt to every 100 ton~. 
Tlmt is also the l:tw in ::\ew Sonth \Yaleo; it is 
Llw :--<.uue in both ; therefore the hon. gtmtlEJHHtll 
i . .., cp1ite u1i~taken in saying tha.t thoRe _._..\cts \\'ere 
lmHeLl npon the uwre nwderate lineR of the 
ClueeHsl:md Act. They are not. I\ ow let us 
f-iL'e what the Americau.-; have done in tho way 
of trying to keer ont Chinese. The .1\ruericarls 
have treatieo with the Chinese Government in 
the ~:tllle wav that the (i-oYennnent of Britain 
has. One Y~~as rnade in 1858 and another in 
18U8, known aB the Burliugarne treaty. By 
that trea,ty the Chinese were guCLranteed un­
liluitcd ingre~::; to the States ; that is to Hny, 
tlH\Y h[td the <tnle right to go nnd cou1e iuto 
the Ste~te;; as any other of the most f:wom ed 
natior1:-1 of Enrope. rr·evious to that, ~t very 
lar.~·e infh1x of Chi11ese took place in connection 
\\·ith the Californian Uold Fields; am! when tlw'e 
goldfield" bega11 to fail, tlwy Lecmue n greater 
uuisanee than they were when those gnl<lfields 
were in tl1eir nwst pnlrny da.; s, for thiH reason: 
tlmt they were introduced by ca]'italir;ts in the 
smne way as th~·y are being introduced here now. 
'l"hey were introduced and worked in gangR UlJOll 

the land. \Ve have all henrd of the grecct fanns 
that thny have in f-::mue p~trts of California, 
::.tllcl the gn"'at ntulmtakingk in connection 
v. ith pnl,lic work" that have Leen catTied out 
by Chi11e.,e there. They were introdneed by 
capita.li.-.:ts, through the "1-'ix cmnpanies '' in 
San :B-.ra.Hdsco-cornpanies cmnposed entjrely of 
Chinese. The consequence w:ts th}.tt, aln1ot~t 
hlllnecliatel~,~ ;tfter the 1naking- of the Bur1ingarne 
trenty, Congre:-;s \\-af-' petitimle<l to lin1it in sonlt: 

way the infinx of Chiue;;;e to the conntry. Cml­
g'l't: ~:-:, of COlll'.'-'8, coulcl Hot do so aJtei· ha.Yill.~· 
:lgTee . .J to :1, treS.t,\' tJmt the (;hine,,e hac! D, [J8rfed 
ri~·1JL to ('OJitH. Tlv" J'P,"'nlt wa.:-: thnt Chinanl~JI 
ah1w~.;t LO(Jk ptJ:<~;-,.-~,itJll uf t}Ie L.1Jull1' tield of Cali 
fnrnia. '!.'hP C.; liforlliftu NLth: T.q~i~Jature lJa> ~e~ l 
, n·•tri('ti\ t! tnea:-:nl·P :-:l~-,"Pl':tl tiniP~ to }.H'8\·'ent, or 

r<tther to regulate thmn, :-:n aR tu rnaka their 
pre·,erwe ill the country ~1s nHcouifortable a:-) 
l""siblc ; lmt tho>'c Act;; were disallowed by the 
Supreme Conrt of the St>ttes. Of con roe the hon. 
gentleman knows that any Act passed even by 
Congre~R rnrty be reviewed ~tnd di8allowed by tht! 
Huprerue Court of .Antm·ica. The agitation 
again:-:t the Chinmm, hcnvever, becnrnA RO Htrong 
that in 18/G tlH-~ Renatn, by re!-lnlntinn, a.ppnintPd 
a select cmnntittee of thl·ee, and the I-J oni4e of 
liepre:-;eutative~ appoined another select coru­
niittee of the :-m111e n1nnl.Jer, rtnd by resolution 
those two cnnllllitteer-; \VPre joined together, tn 1 n·o­
cee:l to thu Pacific coaHt ;1nd iuve~tiP'n.tearulreport 
npnn the character, extent, rtnrl the efh'ct of, 
Chint:-.1e innnigration. The report of that cou1~ 
ruitteeis withi11 the JH'ecinet:-;of the House; iu fact, 
it iH one of the book-. in the Library, rtnd every 
merulwr can haYe :J..ccei·'" to it allU nhtke 
himNelt n,eqnai11ted with the information it 
contains. Those gentlen1en exantined :1bout l:·W 
witne:-;:::;ctJ, and the report occupies 1nore than 
1,200 cln;;.;elywpriutcd p::tges-::t very volun1inon...; 
work indeed. I willreccd oue or two paragrnph" 
frmn the report to sho'v wlutt those gentlmnen 
thought of the Chinese populn,tion in California. 
I nmy here say that the report n,nrl m·idenee 
show that the only people in Califomin, at tl1at 
tirnc who \Vere in fRvont· of Ohiue::;o in1n1igra.tio11 
were et:qJitali~t~ ftiUl religjon:..; tt'achen~, and tho:..;e 
who nmcle a profit throngh the importation of 
Chiuese. The report says :-

" OplJO."ition to any mode restricting the immigration 
of C1Jin(, e wm. ,tlso dcYf~lope<l among religious t.caelwr:-;, 
wl1o t('stifipcl hefore tlle f'.mmuittrl' that thu lJJ·e:;;Emre of 
Chluc:;;e mnon.g H~ impo:-;e:..; a dnty and giVE'"· an OPJJOJ'w 
tnnity of Cllris.tiani::dng them. {)n the other hand. the 
committee fonull that labouring men and artb:ws, 
perlmps without exception, were opposed to the inHnx 
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of Chinest~, on the ground that ha.rrt. exver1ence hnd 
shown that they are thereby thrown out of employment, 
and the means of decent livelihood are more difficult of 
acquisition. But the 0]1po:;;ition to Chinese immigration 
was not confined to la.bonring men and mechanics. 
In the te:->timony ·will be found tlmt of lawyers. Uoetor:;, 
merehant:o;, divines, judg()s, and other~, in large numbers, 
speaking of their own observation a,ntl belief, that the 
apparent prosperity derived from the prec,ence of Chinese 
is deceptive nnd unwholesome, ruinous to our labouring 
t\lasses. promotive of caste, and dangerous to free 
in-"titutions." 
Although religious teachers were very much in 
favour of introducing Chinese, it was proved by 
testimony that notwithstanding the large nnmbcr 
of them that were supposed to be Christianised, 
out of the whole number that came there they 
numbered less than 300. This paragraph, which 
I shall re;1,d, shows exclusively the danger which 
we are running at the present time from allow­
ing Chinese to come here, >md I shall show before 
I sit down that the danger here is greater than 
ever it was in California :-

"To anyone reading the testimony which we la.y 
before the two Houses. it will become painfully eYitlent 
that the Pacific coast mu\'<t in time become either 
American or .:\1ongolian. rrlwre is a vast hive from 
'vhich Chinese immigrants may s\varm, and circnm­
~tances may send them in enormous numbers to this 
country. 'J1hesetwo forces-).iougolian and American-­
arc already in active opposition. '!'hey do not amalga­
mate. and all conditions n..r0 opposed to any a.~similation. 
fJ.'he American race is progressive, and in favour oi a 
responsible representa.tiYe Government. '!'he }fougolian 
ra.ce seems to have no desire for progre;;;s, and to have no 
conception of rcpresentatiYe and free institutions. 
1Yhile conditions shoultl be favourable to the gro,vth and 
occupancy of our Pacific possessions hy our own lJC01Jle, 
the Chinese have ad van tag-"-.;; \Vhich will put tliem fH.r in 
advance in this ra.ee for possession. They can snb:;;l~t 
where tlle ~·l.mericnn wonhl. starve. They ean work for 
wages which will not furnish the barest necessities of 
life to an Ameriean. 'l'hey make their way in California. 
as they have in the islnnd:-:. of the sea,, m)t by snpet•ior 
ror,·e or virtue. ot· even indnstry, althoug-h they arc, as 
!L rule, indn~trious. but by revolting chara.eteri:'.ties. an1l 
by dh:pcn:o:ing; with wliat h~td bN•ome neccs..,ituus in 
modern eb;ilisa,tion. 'l'o (~01Hpetc with them and expel 
them, tllo Ameriean must ('Ome down to their level m· 
lJelow them; must work ~o eheaply Uwt the Ollinel'e 
cannot {'Olllpetc with him, for in the contest for snhsis­
tencc, he that can ~ub~,.:i~t upon the least will last the 
longe::;t.'' 

That report was presented to Congress in 1877 
and a Bill was introduced into Congreb" and 
passed both House> which provided a much more 
stringent measure than the one we ha Ye now before 
UB. It was to this effect : No ship coming to 
California, no matter wlmt its size, could bring 
more thm1 fifteen Chinese passengers ; and at 
that time a line of subsidised steamers was run­
ning from China to America vi(i the Sandwich 
Islands, every one of which was capable of 
carrying 1,200 passengers. By the Bill that 
was passed not one of those steamcrd was 
to be allowed to bring more than fifteen 
passengers. A very heavy permlty was also 
placed on the captain of any steamer for infring­
ing that law. That Bill was vetoed because it 
was contrary to treaties then existing between 
China and America. Then the agitation grew 
stronger, and the Executive, which had always 
been opposed todealingwith the Chinese 'luestion 
was at last compellecl, in the face of the Chines~ 
agitation both on the l~ast and "\V est sides of 
America, to send an emhas,;y to China for the 
pnrpo~e of arranging for an alteration in the 
treaty, so as to allow the Americans to control 
the in1Hligr<.ttion. _ \fter Hmne negotin,tion:-; the 
Americans obtained perrniosion to alter the 
treaty, and I may say th"'t the g-eneml opinion nf 
the Americans was that had an alteration in the 
treaty been asked for two or three years earlier 
no obstacle would h:we been put in the way 
becansd. at ~hat time the Chinese were opposo<i 
to en11gratwn, although they were not at 
the time the alteration of the treaty was 
proposed. "\V ell, the treaty was altered, and a 

record nf that could als0 he found in the Par­
lbmentary Library. The alteration made was 
this : that the American Goverument had 
permission by the treaty to contr·ol, limit, 
ur suspend Chinese iunnigrntion, bnt it ''Tas 
to be done in a. reasonable 1nanner. I minedi­
~ely the treaty was amended the aml>assaclors 
returned to America, and a Bill was introduced 
into Congress in 1882 which entirely pro­
hibited ChineRe iin1uigration for twenty vear . ..;. 
That Bill was p;1,ssed upon the authority obtained 
to sn~]J8ll(l or lhnit inunigration; bnt it }ll'!)­

hibited it for twenty years, ami President A rtlm J" 
vetoed it, bec:nme, as he said, that could not be 
construed into being a reasonable nutuner of 
limiting the influx of Chinese. But immediately 
after another Bill was introcluced, prohibiting· 
in11nigration for ten yefl,rS into i\Inel"ica,, 'rhnt 
is the condition of the law at present, allll any 
captain who atternpts to bring a. Chinmnan tn 
Califomia now is liable to a penalty of iiOO tlol­
lars for every Chinaman he brings, and to one 
yettr's irnprison1nent. K ow I ask lion. gentlemen 
if there is any compt~riwn between that law and 
the Bill introduced here to-nig·ht? Let us com­
pare the conditions of the two countries as to the 
relative population and the number of Chinese 
in each. The nnmber of Chinamen in Americ:t 
in 1H80, according to the latest l"dums nHttk 
by the six com1ianies on the l'acific coast, 
was 14S,OOO. There were a few outside of 
that number of whom the companies could give 
no acconnt, but that n1akes no great differ­
ence. Kow, the population of Americrt at that 
time was about RO,OOO,OOO, and 148,000 Chinese 
compared to the population of America ·3 pel" 
cent. of the population; bnt taking the popn­
b~ion of the Pacific coast and comparing it 
wrth the number of Chinamen, the percentage 
wonld be raise<!. The popnbtion <>f the Pacitie 
cwtst i~ rthont oJW ~tllll aMhn,lf 1nillio1J:-: 1 so th~1 L 
thew weJ·e at that time 10 pet· tJt:llt. of ChiJHmen 
on th(~ Pncific (~O:tRt. Xow) what j;-; OlU' populn 
tinn, and whn.t is tlwnn1nhm·of Uhilit~se? By th1~ 
btest reports in the newspapers mn· popnl:i.tion 
amounts to 248,000--that may he correct or n<>t. 
Our Chinese population is over 12,000, and the 
proportion of 12 to 248 is nearly 5 per cent. 
The proportion of the Chinese population to the 
American population was at the time I speak 
of ·3 per cent. But the gl"eat influx of Chinese 
here is to one part of the coast-that is 
to the Northern part of the colony. The popu­
lation of the Korthern coast is, say, 40.000, so that 
20 per cent. of the Northern population is com­
posed of Chinese. The law we pr·opose to enact 
iK nothing in cmnpari~nn to the law tJ:::tR~ed by 
the r\.Jnericans, and not so stringent, as far a~ 
passengers are concerned, as the law existing in 
New ~outh \Vales and Victoria. The hon. 
gentleman should have said much more than he 
did say on the second reading, aucl if he is as 
sincere upon the Chine~-.;e question as scnne rumn­
bers of this House are he v onld have introducer] :o 
very different measure. If it were left to me to 
frame a measure dealing with Chinese, [ would 
mftke itsuchth,tno Chinmmm could come here at 
all. I would control and suspend it entirely. Onr 
great danger i::; from the Chinmnan. ·'.\..-e expe­
rience little danger from the kmaka';, and the 
Government has bken care that there shall be Ho 

danger from cnolie8, so that onr great danger is 
from the Chinese. It mnst llc borne in milltl 
that the 2,000 Chinese who came hem Ja,t yetw 
carue withont r·cgnlatjon~, anJ each 1n<1n vihen 
his tinw i~ up--whatever engng.,;tnent he ntn.y 
have macle with the planter, I do not know 
-e'1ch 1nan can go over the colony as he 
ple!'s~s ; bnt the lmnt~lm, by the Bill just lXlssed, 
1:-1 l11n1ted to the plantu.tion, and can go nowhere 
else. 1 may he t.,ld that the t;1,x of .£20 will pm­
vent Chinamen coming: that the £10 tax still in 
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exi,;tence has to be return eel at the end of three 
ye,trs, when the Chinanmn leaves the colony, ]Jut 
thn.t the £20 will go into the Treasnry. That 
1nay be very phnsible at first sig·ht, bnt 
let 11~ cmnpare the cos.t of obtaining a, 
kanaka -·or the cost planter,; \Vel e willing to 
pay for obtaining a coolie-with the cost of 
obtaini11g a Chinmnan e\'811 with the £20 tax, and 
lwn. memlJers will see that the danger is little 
lessened by the proposed change. The planter 
will have to pay a little more than last yemo, bnt 
not enough to prevent hiln obtaining Chinamen. 
'The cost of ohtaiuing- a kanaka landed on the 
vlantation is on an ftvera.ge £2~. ] n a(ld.ition to 
that the plrmtet· has to .l'"Y f:fj for hi, retnrn 
passage-1no11ey, uutking £:n. That is the least 
e,-)St1 a.nd that (.!ost is increa:-dng evt>ry year, a,s 
hem. members know very well. The Bill we 
have just paBsed will pr(>bably make the cost 
.£3G. The planter' were willing to pay t:lO to 
obtain a coolie; that i~, :bi_B down, which they 
had to lXty 011 Hmking the application, and £12 
fot' the retnrn passage, 1naking in all £30. 
Although we impose a hu of £20 on the China­
nmn, which must be paid when he lands, the 
only othel' co~t tlu~ lJlanter incnr~ is the co:-;t of 
his paRRage frmn Hongkong, with ·whatever 
connnissiou he rnay have to pay for obtaining 
the Chinamen. That will be no more tlmn 
the cost of olJtainiug a kanaka ; and if we are 
serious on the subject we should make the co,;t 
snch thnt the planters cannot afford to get 
Chinamen. r have no wish to injur·e the 
planters, but I have a strong desire to protect 
the Europeans. It i., the Chinese we have to 
fear. It is proved in the report, a paragraph of 
which I have read, that the Chinese, after being 
brought into the country by the capitalists of 
California-Horne to vvork on the rai1wayR, and 
some on the large farms-after fulfilling their 
engag·mnents there, tloated into the town, and 
that San I''rancisco was in such a state that the 
white n1en who ean1e across fnnn the ea:::.tern 
seaboarcl to settle in California had to leave 
for want of employment. lt was proved that 
the Chinese elbowed the whites out of seveml 
ln-::tncheB of trade ; they \vere engaged in 
1naking Khoes ; thoy got possession of the 
who;e of the slipper tmde and the whole of 
the slop trade; they were in the woollen 
factories ; they had driven certain kind.s of 
wood-workers out of the field, and many other 
descriptions of labnnr l>esides. They were fonntl 
to be "' plialJle, so easily taught, that it paid 
capitalists to take a few of them into their work­
shops and train them ; and when they \Vere 
trained they trained others ; they worked for 
<me-third and one-fourth of the wages for which 
white 1nen \Vorked, n,nd the consequence waB that 
employers dispen,ed with the service .• of white 
men. That is the ,;tate of things that will be 
here, bncau:;e it was not tbe Chinese who went to 
wm·k on the goldfields in California who proved"' 
dangeronN-it \Vas the Chinese who can1e to engage 
in agriculture fLnJ other work-;. ThereiK no danger 
to fear from the Chinese now on our goldfields­
the danger is to be feared frorn ~1 different clasH of 
Chinamen-men who will Hpreacl ov·er the colony 
after the planters have done with them or when 
they have fulfilled their eng>egements. In 
Snptemher, l.S79, the Californian State I,egis­
btnre c~lletl for a vote of the whole of the 
eleetorK of Ct1lifornia for or againRt Chinese 
innnigrntion; there were He:_trly lGO,OOO voterN 
in the whole of the State, and out of that 
nmnl1er 154,G38 voted against Chinese im­
migration. The t.otal number that could be 
found in the whole of the State of California, 
after the bitter experience they had, to vote for 
Chin eKe irnrnigration, was 832. 'fhe vote in Ran 
FrmH:isco was even n1o1·e decisive th:tn that 
in the State. In that city the v-oting was 

41,000 and some odd against, and only 230 odd 
for the Chinese. I think I have shown the 
hon. gentleman who introduce<! the Bill that it 
is a very rno<lerate one indeed cornpa.red with 
the law in the other colonies at 1n·eseut. The 
colonies of Victorilt an cl i'\ ew South \\Tales 
are not in the .san1e danger that we are. They 
have no large capitaJi8t~ wi . ..;hing to introduce 
Chinese in ga.ngK to \York on phtntations or to 
do any other kind of work; lmt the Chinese g<> 
to those colonies, and there are still a great 
1nany going there in :::>pite of the ht'v which limits 
the number brought by each ve,;seltoonefor every 
100 tons, and imposes a poll-tax of £10. Hon. 
1nen1bert> ('an see f1·orn the report:-; <•f ve~sels 
going to Sydney and ::\lelbourne that, in spite of 
laws more stri11gent tban the Bill now before the 
Honse, Chinese are still going to the southern 
colonies. They have the same inducements to 
come here as to gu there, and the additional in­
ducements which can be otfere<l by our capihLlisL; 
who wi8h theu1 to corne in large nu1nbers. I give 
warning that, while I do approve of the principle 
of the Bill, I shall try when in committee to make 
it as prohibitive as I possibly can ; and I hope l 
shall be assisted by tlwc;e on the other side, as I 
am sure I shall by those on this side. Let there 
be no milk-and-water legislation in regard to the 
Chinese. \Ve have dealt firmly with the lmwtkas 
-let us be firm with regard to the Chinese ;Llso, 
and keep them out entirely. \V e need be under 
no apprehension that the Imperial Government 
will refu,e to assent to any Act we may pass-at 
any rate the Imperial Government C<tnnot plead 
the existence uf treatie.;, the same as the Ameri­
can Government did. There is no treaty by 
which the Chinese have an unlimited right to 
come here. The treaties of Nankin, Pekin, 
and 'l'ien-Tsin clo not give the Chinese any 
right to come to thi' country. \Ve can keel' 
them ont if we choose, and it is om· bound en dut)•, 
once and for all, to make this a final measnre 
to prevent a ~ingle Chinmnan frmu co1ningto the 
colony after the Act passes. 

::VIr. J-L\.MII~TON slLid tlu1.t a.n in.spectiun of 
the Bill would prove that which any intpartiul 
per,;on who ha.cl .stndiecl the public uttern,nce .. of 
:Hr. Griffith mn;;t have long since felt·- namely, 
tlmt he had undouhte<Uy a secret Jkil>'i"w/. ft>l' 
Chinese; fm an examimLtion of the Bill clear]~· 
showecl that althoug-h the Premiel' '""" forco<l, 
in deference to public opinion, to appea,J· b) 
take ,;teps to .stop their introduction, the Bill 
was framed so 11s not to have thnt effect. Here 
\va:-:; a. race consisting of hundreds of 1nillinns, 
who were in elo:-5e proxirnity to onr Hhnres, who 
conld not be confine<! to one in<lnstry, and who 
coul<l not only compete succe.ssfully with white., 
in eYery other industry in thu colony, lmt 
h:v1 actually commenced doing HO. They were 
infinitely 1nore da,ngernnR thu,n coolie;.; or a,ny othc:r 
coloured labour. The.v were co1ning in by 
thousand;.; to ~mgar-planters. They were nl<.;o 
depriYing white ruen of employnwnt i~1 to\vn:-:. 
In llockhmupton, a:-:: he had been Infol'lned 
l)y the hnn. JH81HLer ~lr. Fergnson, then' 
\Vere nb1mt ftn'ty Chinese t:;tlJinet-nu1ke1·:-;j 
and not h,;lf tlmt mnnbm· of white ()llP·;, 

In Brishane hH kne\v ~ cabinet-1naker, a, late 
hn1nigrant, who waH actually returning to 
Engl::tud, becan~e be infonned hin1 he {:onltl 
get no mnploynwnt at his trade in l1rL-;bnw,, 
on acconnt of the Chine:.;e being able to 1nakt> 
furnitme and sell it cheaper than he coul<l 
buy the wood. That would be fine new,; for 
intending inunigrants, yet the Prmnier was 
actually introducing a Bill which wouhl allow 
Chinese to enter the colony on far more favonrable 
terms to the sugar-planter than kanakas. It cost 
a planter £30 t'> obtain a kanaka, inde)Jendent nf 
rations or wages; yet the Premier would :wtually 
enn.ble t.hem by the Bill to get Chinese on more 
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f:tyonrable ter1m. Tho poll-bn proposed to be 
1)laced on Chinese wa:; £20. ChiiW·Blen were payi11g· 
onl:v £() 1 ON. for p::t::;:-::age nwney, therefore, a.fter 
p>tyin,c; th<- poll-tax, they could 1Hl ubtrtined hy 
the planter at t21i w~., which wa" £:3 !Oc<. le"s 
tha.n it co~t hin1 to get it kanaka. \Vh~Lt a.n 
ah;:;nrdity jt \va~; to preb)ncl to protect the wol'k­
ing tua.n l1y confininp; lotna,knN to one indnNtry, 
<1110 at the ~<Lllle tilue le~·i~laLe :-;o aN to n1lcnv of 
the iHtJ'<HlHction of a fa1· n1ore d.nnger011;<; ehl~~ of 
l;tholll', whid1 CPnld nrd, Ill~ rnNtrictt'd, ~<tt a lower 
]H'ice ~ TILL~ { ~:l\'et'lnuent th:tL wonld intrcHhJce 
~nch :L Bill1111l:<L have <L ver;y low opinion of the 
diHcriJu.ina.tinn nf the pn1J1ic.:, to think they c.:oll]d, 
l1y sHc.:lt a ti'<-tllHJlD.~J'ent fra,ud of a Bil1, lll~tke thmu 
hclieq~ they vvere legi~lating to ;-;top Chiner-:e 
when they were vracti('<l.Jly encouraging then1. 
The cbuse which :· tttted tlmt only one Chinmnctn 
~Iwuld be caniecl to every fifty tons of a Hbip 
:->howcd that the (}ovennuent ·were not in earne:-;t 
in re.,tricting thmn. The 11181nber fnr 'Tnwn~­
ville said they would have no milk-and-water 
lc~·ishtion on the subject. He would support 
him in that idea, and sn would every man on tlmt 
side of the Hcnu,e, and when the Opposition were 
done with tha.t Bill theY would see that it was 
w "ltcred that it woulcl carry ont the wishes of 
the people, which it certainly did n<,t at present. 

The A'£TOlC\EY-GENJ<~RAL (Hon. A.l'tut­
lcd;:,e): I shall only say a few words with 
reference to the speech delivered by the bon. 
member for Townsville. I rtuite sympathise 
with t!mt hon. ;,;·entlenmn in his tt!JXiety to Jitnit 
the introduction of Chinese into the colonv to 
the furthe't possible extent, lmt it seems ver)- re­
marlmble that the hem. gentleman, who wac an 
inflnentirtl1nen1ber of a powerful Gnvernrnent, 
Rhonld have lJeen content during his five years' 
tenure of office to ::;ee Chinese con1ing in in the 
way they ha\-e been 'vith very snutll restriction; 
and thc1t now, \vhen thi;; Govennnent, which 
really can lay chim to be influenced Ly honest 
and patriotic n1otives, de.sire;; to 1nake it ten 
tirue;; rnore Llifficult to bring Chine8e into 
the country, he should get up in the House 
and say, in the interests of the white working 
men of this country, that he will umke the 
Bill so stringent as to be :tbsolutely prohibi­
tive. I think the hem. member's constituents, 
a~nd the people of the colony '" tt whole, onght 
to take the hon. gentlmnan\; pl'otestation::; for 
whttt they are worth ttnd no more. I acknow­
ledge that the hon. gentleman i.s sincere in his 
anxiety tn .-;ee Chinese iunnigration con8iderably 
restricted; but I cttnnot allow the hon. gentlemttn, 
so far as I am concerned, to vo::;e a::; the chanl­
pion of the 'vorking rnan as against Chine~e, 
ttnd hide from the constituencies the bet tlmt 
when he wtts in a position to give effect to the 
views he now profess;'s to hold he did nothing 
tn carry out those viewe. I think I can see some­
thing of the true n>'ture of the ttnxiety which 
ttninmtes the hon. gentleman now to prevent 
Chinese cotning altogether. The country has 
pronounced very emphtttically ttgainst coolies, 
but the hon. gentlemttn is still of opinion 
thttt the introduction of coolies is ttbsolutely 
necessary to the prosperity of the colony, ttnd 
the hon. gentleman desires to plttce the Govern­
ment in such tt position that he cttn force 
them into any corner at all by which he will 
be ttble to go to the country and say, "This 
is the condition of things : unless you let the 
coolie cmne in, the country is certain to drift 
on to the rocks of bankruptc;~'." Then the way 
is open to the coolies to come in. I think the 
htJn. g-entlen1an has rajr-:;ed this bogie ttbout 
Chinese, and another bogie that he ha,s been 
g},·ing- cnnf':.iderahle prominenee tn la.tely~ \Vith 
Cl'rtainh· nnt the :--ncee:--,: tlw.t hP ha.H det-!il'cd 
it e::hnllld ;lchie\·l~. Tlw hnn, .~entletnan h;1.:-: 
L~t:n Ldl~i:1!,.l aLunL ; l~tb.;;·~~ aucl al;·_)uL Cl1int..::,l. 

Suppose, for the pnrpose of argument, tlmt 
during the paf5t yectr there were 1,300 Chillef5e 
ab:-::olntely brought into the colony, if we lll<tke 
their introduction ten tinte:-> rnm·e tlifficnlt the 
1nnnb,~r of ChineKe cmniHg in will in fnttll'e \,e 
nhnn~t infinito:-;irnal. l fnn. nlellllJer:-; tlppo:-dte are 
a.lwn_~, :->talking ahont the neces:-;ity of .~u;.wding 
nptin . ..;t extrente lugi~lation. They <tre alwa.yB 
:-;aying- tha,t 1nenrhe1· . ..; nn tl1c ( :ovel'lllU8llL idc 
:tre too nxtl't_'lllG in their idt'a.:-;; hnt if LhPn~ 
h~ts heen a,ny extrelllC iclen J•rmlln1g-ttted iu t.hi 
H_ou~e it i:-; l1.Y the h()n. ~-l~lrLl1m1;-1)tl 1 whn hn. 
:-;nddtmh: conw to the enncln.-;i(ln th;-Lt Lhc ( ibin'1" 
JJJ<-tn is .,:'4o nnde:-;irahle ~tu indi\·ichml <Lnd thaL 
he is a co11taruinntion tn the country, a.nd who 
wnv tnrn:-; rnnnd and K<-1yr:, "\Ve · ,\·j]J ah:->o~ 
lutely prohibit Chinese." The hon. member for 
Xorth Brishttne (lVIr. Brookeo) lues ne,·er sttiel 
ttnything in referenc(~ to black labour of a 1nore 
extreme character than that. It is the custom 
to speak of th:tt hon. member's ad n>cttcy of the 
non-introduction of Chinese as extreme, but his 
ad V"Ocacy it-; sinc . .-erer and he has always 1 Jrocla.inwd 
those views. But there lllUtit be son1e rea:-wn 
when the hem. member for Townsville, who •lid 
nothim; when he had the power to limit the 
introduction of Chinese, turns round and wants 
to" out-herod I-ierod," and go to extre1nes a,nd say 
a Chinaman shall not Het his foot upon(-2ueen~land 
soil. As I sai<l before, I httve nothing to stty 
a~·,tini't thiN. I wish to prohibit theintroductionof 
Chinese into this country, because T regttnl their 
corning here atl a great evil ; but I arn also a~ 
acl vocate for not going too far at a bound. I 
think if we find from experience, ttfter two m· 
three years' working of this Bill, should it be­
come htw, thttt the restriction io not sufficiently 
prohibitive, that we eau then take the ttdvance 
which the hem. gentleman desires, ttnd make 
the A et so otringent that it slmll be entirely 
prohibitive. 

Mr. :i\IOREHEAD : The hnn. gentleman has 
talked a good clettl about bogies. If this is 
another bo~ .. de, so far a.s his conduct is concerned, 
he may fi~td tlmt there are others for which 
he may be sorry. The hon. gentlem:m has 
matle an ttttack on the hon. member for Towns­
v-ille. I know very well why he has done 
that. The hon. member for Townsville hap­
pens unfortunately to luve more ability, and 
certctinly more eloquence, and he is certctinly 
much more respected in this House, than the 
Attorney-Geneml. The hon. member for Towns­
ville has made the most masterly speech on 
this Chinese question tlmt has been delivered 
in this or any other Australittn Parliament. 
I say that without fFar of contradiction, and the 
hon. member for Kennedy naturally feels "' 
little ttggrieved becttuse he lHts thought himself 
th<' most eloe1uent man in the world up to this 
time. The hon. gentleman has asked the ques­
tion-" \Vhy did not the hon. member for Towns­
ville, while he was in power, take the oppor­
tumty to dccrettse thu introduction of Chinese 
into this colony?" \Vhttt are the facts? During 
the time that the hon_ g·entleman was in power 
the numbe1· of Chinese who cmne to the colony 
was greatly decreased until the hon. gentlemen 
now on the Treasury benches did ttwtty with the 
coolie regulations, mtd declared tlmt no labour, 
except European and kanaka, should be intro­
duced. Since then there htts been a marked 
increttse in the introduction of Chinese. 'rhe 
number of Chinese who came here decreased 
from year to yettr until within the last twelve 
HHmths. They increased during the last twelve 
months, the number ttpprottching within 14 
of 2,000-- thnt is to iia]", including the fl/7 who 
ha\'C per!llits lr1' whieh t.hey c:m return. ::'\ow 
loPk a,t, the pre:-.'--'llt a.-;tnni~hin~· a.tt.itnde bd\Yll h,y 
the C:n\,C!'lllllent. in n'ft'f(":JV.:l' Ln tlt~· l\.allCJ.k;l ( !\l! .. 't'T 

LiGn <lml the Cl!im c "luc·,tic'll- H 111ite be[ttc· out 
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wlvLt has frcrrllcnUy been denied hy the Premier, 
a,nd 1unn1 stt'l'llW>u~-dy denied l>y hi.'-> supporter,-.:, 
Llt;,tL he "le: m,.._ tr1wa.rch Lhu Chine:·;(:." 'rhn~r~ arc 
tl1c wonl....; Ll1:rL \\'Ct'L' l1.'-'Cd ;1,t l:o1na., ;lot, tJJ;_tL l>~Ln­
!Jitd_J which h;ts 1>ucoltte ;thno.'-Jt hi:-;torical. The 
flrL~!Itil·t· of C!mr;.:c dunic:-1 it; in fact, he ha.'-i f-50 
um,;isLently denier! it that tiJe public believe him. 
Hut the lllm. ;.;entleman ho,s protested too much. 
I mn convinced tlmt the hon. gentleman made 
llSC of thn:-.;e \\'Ol'Clf:;. 

The PllEi\IIEit: I never used anything like 
tlwm. 

::\lr. l\IOREHEAD: Whethe1· the hon. gentle­
llUtn pert-iif:lts in snying that he was rni~reported 
or not, I an1 convinced that he did rnake use ef 
those words ; and I say that the Bill I hold in my 
hand confirms it. 

The l'RK:\UE R : I never was so reported. 
::\fr. l\IOHEHEAD: I say that this Bill 

fa \'Ours the introduction of Chine,;e. I sav that 
the hon. gcntlernan, although trying to cor~1v-ince 
us in every way he possibly can that he is op-
1){)):;8(1 to the kanaka labourer mixing or con1 peting 
with the 'vorking rnan of this colony, takes no 
such otep against the Chinese. He allows the 
Chinefle, who, by con1peting- against the working 
111:-1n il-i a tnodt dang,erous elenwnt in the State, to 
co11w in. 'l"he Chinese ct-tn cornpete in every 
branch <'f trade tLnd intlustry, awl are ym·y 
snccc'~,ful. That c>tn hardly be said about the 
kanaka. \Ve know, anrl the hrm. gentleman 
knows, that the tendency of the Chinf .. ,e is to 
migrate in great ma,;ses. He knows that they 
swept almost all ove1· :Europe in days gone by. 
\Ve see a tendency of unrel-{t an1ongst the 
('hinese jJeople at the present time; and I say 
tlmt nt a time like this, when we have an 
opprn'tunity of altogether prohibiting them from 
co1uing to thi:::; colony, and con1peting with the 
j•cuple here, we ought to seize that oppor­
tunity. 'l'hat is the contention on this side. 
\~Vhile we look upon it ats a greater danger than 
the introduction of a few kanakas, who are dying 
out and who are not likely to affect our labour 
market much, we are bound to take up that 
]K"ition. AR I have said, the Chinese are a most 
rbngerous element to introduce; and I certainly 
shctll tlo nil I can, with the bun, member forTowns­
villc, to preYent any further introduction of this 
dangerous race into this colony. I hold that the 
Pre{nier htLs certainly borne. out everything he 
said at the historical ban<1net at Roma, and thao 
he much rather favours Chinese than kanakas. 
He would make one a slave and the other 
he would put into such a position that he would 
emnpete againBt the working nu-tn f'JO long as he 
p[tii1 <-t certa,in arnonnt to get in here. I an1 for 
prohibition pure and simple ; and I should like 
the Premier to fall in with that view. If he 
doe~ not, it will he a long tin1e before he gets 
this Bill through committee. I am quite certain 
that the whole colony is with the hrm. member 
for Townsville and myself, nnd will say " \V e 
will have no n1ore Chine.::e." TheY are a 
dang·erous people, and the sooner we lZeep them 
ont 'the better ; in fact, the sooner we get rid of 
those amongst us, the better for the colony. 

rvir. BHOOKES said it was cle1crly imposqible 
for the Premier to do anything that could please 
hon. gentlemen oppo,;ite. It was clear to him thnt 
they' we1·e pushing matters rather too far. He 
:Jdmitted th>tt the hon. memher for Town,;ville 
lmrl made as good a speech '"' he had ever heard 
in that Honse on the Chinese qnestion. ft was a 
cttrefully prepareLl speech, and, so far as he could 
judge, the hon. n1~1n1Jer\va:; right ln his factH. But 
snrclv thcv could discus., the qneiition without 
hringin~:· i'1< tn.Jtnts in tl1e wny the leader of the 
()pp<>oitiuu lmd done r Could tlwy nut Lalk it 
•'1YCr in tlJ f111id,, re~..,ped,flll way, a.ntl ;-,ee whethtT 
they could uot deyi;e ~omc method to re trict 

Chinese i11111Jigratim1? Th0 Pr01nier had hrour;-ht 
in a l}ill which restrictcr 1 it ten times more than 
it had evel' hecu re~Lricted before ; ;tttd all of a 
:--;wlclcn iL lll·on;.;ht lf]' the lwn. JHt-~Jnber fqr 
'l'owns\'ille anrl the lmtder of Lhc Oppo­
:-;ition, and prohrt.JJly ~~U~el' hun. Jnmuhen·; 'vl:o 
fullowud their !earl, uut1l he was c;adly aft<tlrl 
even the gootl effects o~ the speech of the 
hlm. member for Townsvrlle would fade a\> ay, 
though he ;;]wnlrl be sorry if that were so 
The leader of the Opposition could not make a 
speech like that. It '' . .ts '" speech which would 
read very well, but if it was intended to produ?e 
a damaging effect upon the 0ovcrnrnent he d1d 
not see it. It seemed to hm1 to have come at 
the wron" time. The hon. gentleman could not 
o·et out 7,f thnt. He might have nutde that 
~peech 1nany tirne~ before, a.nd nw...Jdng it just now 
he had made it for party pm·poses. \Vhat 
he (J\'Ir. Brookes) complained of was that the 
Chinese rtnestion should be made a bone for 
them to wrangle over. Here was undoubtedly a 
grez,t C[Uestion. His own leaning upon it wonld 
be entire prohibition, as he would like to go to the 
far end of all those things. Some hon. gentlemen 
did not like his extreme views upon the Ka1mka 
and Coolie questiom; but how should it be if in 
thc'le ex pre';sions of extreme views the leader 
of the Opposition and his supporters were trying 
to shove the coolies in under the Chinese ? 
He might tell those gentlemen, thruugh the 
Spettker, that he would not trust them as 
far as he conld see them. Every syllable 
tl:ey had said on the Coloured Labour ques­
tion so far made it very difficult for him 
to accept in good faith what they. might say 
about their intense honor of Chmese. He 
did not see it. 'rheir professions rertuired proof, 
and he lmcl not seen the proof. It had come to 
be a stereotyped form in the mind of the leader 
of the Oppositinn to say he would do this 
nnd that, and he was determined to do this >tnd 
the other ; it harl become almost as stereotyped 
as the expression of the hon. member for 
="ormanby ~ "H I stand here by myself, I 
will do so-and-so" ~ nnd what did he do, 
after all, but make him,;e!f ridiculous? Indeed, 
if anyone protested too much he thought it was 
the leader of the Opposition. He would like to 
see the second reading pass at once, and if they 
harl " bone to pick they could do it in committee. 
He did not like to ,;it down Gg·ain without repeat­
ing that the lwu. membe1· for Townsville had 
1nade a very good speech. 

Mr. CH1JJ3J3 : I think that the point upon 
which all members of the Hmme are agreed is that 
the present law dealing with Chi~1es~ is not su!fi­
ciently stringent, cmd the q1:estron 1s ~1ow strm­
gent is it necessary to make 1t to attam the end 
we desire. It is no u~e making the Inea'-,,ure too 
stringent if a more moderate metLsure will effect 
the purpose in view. I agree with the hon. mem­
ber for Townsville and the hon. junior member 
for North Brisbane that we should make the 
prohibition complete, if possible, but it does not 
appear to be the wish of the House to g-o to. that 
extent at present. The hon. member for North 
Brisbane said he thought ":e sh_ould P.ass the 
second reading quickly and fight 1t ont m com­
mittee· but I think this is the time when hon. 
membe~·s who do not quite agree with the Bill 
shonld express their opinions anti make any 
objections they may have to. it, so th:'t th.e 
lwn. uentlernan in eharge of 1t n1ay g1 ve hu.; 
attention to those objections, anrl consider the 
advisability of accepting suggestions made ~efore 
it o-oes into committee. The first obJectwn I 
lmv~ to the Bill is one which may he easily 
put right. Tt. is in re.~.;n.rrl to the penaltieo. 
J do nut think thev nre high enough, and, 
fnrLher~ T rlo !Hd. t11iuk 1,hcy Jwuld he im· 
po ed in ohir, \\~ay. I do noL think WG Ehauld 
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nmkc a maximum penalty, and le:cYe the 
1uinimnrn at the di~crction of tho Jl!a,~i~tratt•:->. 
T think, with reg-ard to thi.'-' 1natte1·, th;-d-' it \VoUll1 

l1G lmLter t11 ad1•pL thu Vict~HiLn l•rinci]llt~, :l,llfl 
rtl<tkf:~ the pr.na1t.v (l,h .. ;ohttn. r dn not thinl.:: it 
~hnnkl bf\ left to the di~e1·ction ()f the nta.~i~tratt: 
cntr·n.stml with the <trlministration of the statute 
infiict a fine, say, of h. if they chose. Tlmt is 
one objec:tion I have to the Bill. ~~~ain, I think 
the certificates of exemption allowed uwler the 
present Act shonl<l l,e done away with. It 
he~s been said, and with a good <le eel of trnth, th<tt 
China.n10n reBelnLle each other as rnuch fLS pcnH, 
and for that rea.son the country has very often 
)Jeen defrauded to a htr~e extent by Chinamen 
obtaining these certificates of exemption :mr\ 
passing them on to fellow-Chinamen. I think 
it would he a good thing to knock that out of the 
principal Act, or, at all eventH, to rnaJ(e it nwre 
< lifticnlt for Chinamen to defraud in thnt respect. 
Tht~t is :cll I intend to say upon the Bill. :Yiy 
objection, a;; I h:t ve said, is th01t the pmmlty is 
too small, and that the penal cl:cuses should be 
drafted rnore in n,ccordrtnce with the \Tictoric"tn 
Act, which I have h>tcl an opportunity of 
luoldng uver. T repeat that the 1H'ovi:-;ion in 
the principal Act for allowing- Chinttrnen to go 
nut of the colony Llpon certificates of exemption 
i,; a bad one, am!, if possible, it should be 
abolished. 

Mr. SMYTH said he thought nearly every 
member of the House would agree with the 
hon. member for 'rownsvillc that the Bill was 
not strict enou~h, and he hoped th,1t all hon. 
members would work amicably in Committee to 
improve it. Some memLers had stnted tlmt a 
£20 poll~ tax tm Chinamen was not heavy enough. 
lie thought it wm. (1nite hea,vy enough. :Hi:::; fin~t 
objection to the Bill wets conbine<l in cbnse 3, and 
he thought the tonnage ruight welllJe increa.-~ed to 
fiOO tonR, lie rerue1nbered Ueiug in J3risbane 
1n...-;t year, when Chinanwn \Vere cmning to the 
cnlony in great nurnber~, and one line of ~hip..:;­
he believed it wao calle I the "::ltevcns" line­
brought a great number of them. The leader of 
the Oppn.,ition had said thcct they lmd triecl to 
~top coolies, R,Ud intended to Htop k:makar~, 
and the eonseqnence wa;-; that tl1ey ,\·ere 
forcing Chinmnen to cmne into the country. 
That wns a very poor argument to use. And 
hon, g-entletnen OlJposite were found saying tlutt 
the Bill did not go far enough. Hon. n1e1nbers 
<m the other si<le had a very goo<l opportunity to 
bring in a n1ef1snre to prohibit Chin~tlnen frmn 
emning to the colony \V hen they ·were in power, 
and they would h:we been supportqd by the then 
Opposition. 13ut they had not done so. There were 
several things in connection with the Bill which he 
thought 1night Le improved. :F\n· int;tance, he 
did not see a,ny reference to minero' rights in the 
Bill, ant! he thought there might very well be 
n1ade an extra charge for 1niners' rights to 
Chinese. They slwnl<l be chm·gecl, say, .£:3 fnr a 
1niner'R right, or, at ::-tll eventR, smne prohibitory 
~-nnn, to prevent thern frmn engagin~· in n1ining. 
LicenseR ought not to be granted to Chinese 
ha\vkerf:;. There were a great nutnLer of Chinese 
hawker8, 111any of thmn living under one roof; 
they were single men mHl conld afford to sell 
their go()(lS much cheaper than the stmekeepers 
who harl to pay heavy rent" and taxes, to 1w1intain 
large fmnilies, and contribute to varions institu­
tions. Chinese cauinet~makers should a!"'' be 
dealt with, and a clausr· sbonld he introduced to 
Jn·event ChineNe snilors frmn lJeing discharged 
in Anstraliau ports. At pre><Emt there w'" 
nothing to prevent Chinese htndin~ at Port 
J)arwin and wnJking <n~er into C{neenslancl, and. 
if they eatnc for the lHlJ'l1()S8 of engaging in 
mining the uuly "\\·a,,- t•' ;.;et at. thew ~·:tmld l1l~ 
t~~ put a. ht:;l\y t.,,, on their lJ!ilJL'l'", riMiit:'. 
The hem. member for Towwnilk wuuld rui1cJu 

her lhcct Chinn><e lh!Ll to land at "'hay near "·\rle­
Ll.idc a.wl trantp r >nw iHto Vktoria. hy tlwttH<tnds, 
ltnt.ll Lhc).r wcrl' ~Lopped l1y the inq,o:-;ition nf 11 

lwa\"V La'\, .\ c!~Ul~~' "-'1Jr11Jld ;t.bn he introdnccrl 
wh(~!:ull\' Cl1i1H -c :-;d.Lkd in t~l.tf:E'll~b.nrl 1 ;1.n(l 
reLnrnii1;...;· fro111 a Yi:-,it tn ( 1

1lilJ:L o1· ;1ny t~f tl1H 
clouthcrn colonie .... , shonltl not he eompellerl 
to pccy the pnll~trtx. "~ cctse r"ccntly nccnrred 
at JYiaryhorou3;h, a.'-' hon. nu;rulJm wet·e well 
a'v:tre, \vhere that wa.-; done. 'rhe Bill, as 
he ha<1 said hcfore, was not half strict enough, 
but if the OppoRition would not olJOtruct, and 
wnulcl RHsist the1n to can·y the nlea,:-inre, he 
helio,·ecl it could be put through cmmnittee in a 
fevv hours. 

l\Ir. DL,~CK s:ci<l the hnn. member need not 
be ala.rnwd. The Opl>ositiou \Vere not going t~l 
oppm:;e the Dill. They wnre going to umke it n, 

go<Hl Bill, am! he ex pc: terl they would lmve to 
completll it, as th<:,,· had clone all the other 
Dills that the ti:m·m·nment hat] ln·ou;.;·ht in. C\ ot 
a single Billluccl lxcn ill'<lllght in that could Le 
recogni.-.;e<l a;-; the :·HthlC Bill when it went out. 

The COLO~IAL TJU;AS17JCER: What did 
you do to the last J3ill·-the l'olyneHian llill '? 

l\Ir. BL.~CK sai<l he would ask the Colonhtl 
'rreasurer if he tnok the cre<lit for tlmt llillnpon 
hiR ,;]wnldet'R. The credit of it reste<l with the 
}

0 remier, and even the Premier would hardly 
1·eeogni~e the original Bill in it~ lJl't;:;ent sha,pe. 
That verv PolYneHian Bill wns another iu~ 
otance of ·~Ylutt he ha<l referred to on previou>< 
0:2Caf:lions as the prilnitiYe and cnule legi:sla­
tinn of the pre~,ent Ciovernrnent. lt waR- the 
weakest baatling of a Bill when introchlcecl th<tt 
W<J ... ":l ever laid on the tn1Jle, though it 'vas tt 
rea• on~'LLly g·ood Bill now ; <:"1nd the Opposition 
'\ onld lll~tke the ChinP.;e Hill ;t goocl one if the 
other ~ide would only let the1n. Thel'e W<:tK no 
donlJt as to the feelin~ of the House that the 
introtlnction of Chinel":ie wa;-; injuriou-; to the 
colony, anr l they were bound to take such 
Rtep~ a . .:; had becmne nece.-.;sary to prevent any 
further inflnx of them. J [e did not entirely 
agree w:ith the hon. uwrnber for '1\nvusvilie, 
th<tt they shonld adopt the extreme measure ot 
entirely excluding Chinese frmn the colony. 
That hrm. memher had pointed ont, speak­
ing of the rehttiYe co:-:;t of coolie:--, ka1u1kas, 
aml Chine-;e, that it wo,s almoRt as cheap, 
a:::; fur aR poll~tnx and pn~-...age nwney ·were 
conc~wned, to introduce Chinese <l.:S to introduce 
coolie::.; or 1utnak<.ts. But that hon. lllClllber also 
said that in order to prevent Chinaman frorn 
con1ing into the colony the tonnage 11er ]Ltssenger 
shonld be imlefiuitely increased. If the object 
of the Bill was simply to keep Chinamen from 
plantatiorh, one pasRenget· to fifty tons would be 
virtually vrohibiti YC ; it would entirely prevent 
the pla11ten; frlltll bringing th8ln here. He dicl 
not tberefme think it neces>-ary to make them~ 
seh,es ri<liculous in the eye>< of the world by pas.s~ 
ing \VhR,t he ntight cnll extretne legi;;]ation. By 
pas~ing a. reasona.b1e tne<"Lsurc, nhm, it would be 
much more likely to pass through the other 
Chamber, and to receive the TI.oyal assent. If 
they were to show tlmt they were afraid 
to allow a single Chinammt to enter the 
colony, by extren1e legi:-;lation, it was very pro­
bable that the Bill wonl<l not paos through 
the Upper House. \Vith the Americans it was 
different. (~neen,Jand was a portion of the 
Briti·"h Empire, and they had to conform to 
the laws and traditions of the Empire. Hcl took 
tha.t for gmntecl. He himself wishetl to see the 
Chinese excluded ; he had always saicl so, aml 
Rhonld take his stand nn that position: but it 
lltlt:-it lw rmnet11bcred th;lt E11g-Iand lHtd Rpent 
thon;.;antl...; 1 >f the li\c"i 11f ht:'l' l)(.~IJlJle and tuillioRK 
of ntoney itt cO.ll!JH.Jlin;.~ Lhe Chine-it.' to npen their 
porLL to Eurepc<~ll. , and he dicl nuL thiuk it would 
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he in ~tccrmhtnce with the trnditions of the 
Eu1pireto Hay, '~\V"ewillgotoChiua,, hntwewill 
not ;t,llow the Chine,-<:-~ tr1 emue here.,. ""\_nv n~n~on­
<~1 1ly nuH I era.te 1 e1-:;i~lat,itl!l they tnig·ht t 1cvL-.e \\'01Ild 
t!tnrefolT ht~ fa.Yourahly rcr·oiq_~d, wlwrt'<-l~ if Llwy 
\\'t'l'U to ru:--.ort to I'XtJ'l~llH' lt~; . .:-1:-dation they won!;l 
oul_,- frnstl':ILC tlw ol,jee.;t tlw}' had in Yit;\\", The 
]Wt ;f-~nt JjilJ,withcnrta.inJTa:-;rlll;tlllt-~~~~~Hliticati~nlt-:, 
,..hnnld n~c~"i\'C: LlH' (1,.-:si:-..L;l,l\CT of htlrl. l!1t'-lidH'l'~ on 
hd,h ;-..irk~, and ht> lwlir•.\Td it \\·rnJld. H~· r:n­
t.iJ·r~Jy t:ntdol·sed wha,t; thr: lc;M!t:r of the Opp()-
iLinll h~t.d sair 1 a . ..; Lo what hat [led to Lhl' incrt.'a:-<cd 

intrndw·tion of Cllilte~:m into Lhc c()lony that it 
'Ht:-; n\\:ing tn thu t:tctioll of t}w prc:-:eut novurn­
lttt:Ut. }[a,d the (ioverrnucnt l'er~on·niwxl the 
necc,,~itiu.-.; of trupical a 1 ·Ticu1tnre when it \V<:L:-1 at­
tmllJitellonce for all t1l :-;~ttlethecp1e:-;ti(m of hthnnr 
r~ ll' 1 1htnta.tiou~, and a.llowed the coolie regula­
tion:-; to becmue l<t\ll, the ChineNe would 11ot 
lw,ve conte. Bnt they, seeing the strength of the 
JH.rties then in the Hou~e, a.nd knowing that 
they uould oafely appe~tl to the prejudices of the 
people on the Ln..bour cple8tinn at the electiuns, 
refused to p<LSS tho~e regulations, although 
knowiug a.t the tin1e the di1·e nece . .;;,.ity of the 
pbnters for labour. The consequence w~ts that 
the planters had to re,;nrt to what they h~td 
always been opposed to--they had to rowrt to 
( 'hinese m· <LilY labour they could possibly get, 
in order to enable theu1 t' 1 take their cro1 >S 

off. Henue there had been an influx of some­
thing like 2,000 Chinese during the p.cst year. 
The planters were nearly clriYell to it, and he 
"till took his sbnd on \\~hat he had before stated. 
Until the l~tbnur nmrket was put on some more 
satisfactory hm;is than it nm\· occupied they 
mi5ht shut the door to the Chinese, they might 
1nn.ke it nwre ditHcult to get Polyne,oim1s, bl.lt at' 
~oon a~ they /')hut the one door smne other door 
would be found to gi \ e them the necessary 
result. They could not prevent the bbour 
cmning, and the ~moner that fa.ct was recog­
nised the better it would be for the colony. 
They did not wa,nt Chinese, a.-.; it \Vas the 
most oLjectionable dr,cription of l~tbour that 
could come to the colony. They were not a che~tp 
cl~tss of la Lour, and they cert~tinly did not ac!Ll to 
the prosperity of the uolony. He lm<l intendetl 
to make " few rem~trks aho<rt the SJ'eeches of 
the junior member for North Brblmne (J\Ir. 
Brookes), and the h<m. member for South 
Brisbane (J\Ir. Jonhn), but as the former hrm. 
1lle111her was not in his place, he would not do so. 

1\Ir. SYIYTH : He iH listening to you. 

Mr. BLACK said he was Yery glad to 
hear it, ~ts he had ~tlw~tys considered the hon. 
member to be the best advocate the plauterH 
ever had in the How;e, becau.se his views on the 
subject were such as to m~tke him ridiculous 
every time he ga,·e utterance to them. He 
believed that men of extreme vie•vs very seldom 
got what they wanted. It was the men of 
nwdcrnte views who rlid ::-o. The hm1. lll8Hlber 
~tccnsed them of holding extreme views, but 
cmning fron1 hirn the renu1rk vva8 very u1uch out 
of pbce. He hoped that the Bill would rwt 
only pass itH secmHl re~tding, but tlmt it would, 
v..:hen it got into cornrnittee, be so rnodified as to 
co,use it tn receive the assent of the House with­
out any U1l1l8CeR:-;a,ry delay. 

The COLO::\'L\.L TEEASUJU:H ;;aiel: It 
wa.~ ~tatecl of old, ''I fear the <3-reeks even \V hen 
they bring gifts," a.ud, although I arn not a-fraid 
of the gentlmnen on the other ::;ide of the House, 
1 run very su:..piciou:-:, a-t the present tin1e, of 
their conduct. I am driven to this conclusion 
lJy the O]J[J<lsite m mm er in \\·hich the hon. gentle­
ll!cn hil,Yt' ;uldr(:::-~secl thelll"elVCP. tn the Hou;-;e 
,.·hen ~JH!<hkill!: !llJ tlw l"'e;-...ent Bill. The ]l!lil. 
nti?Hll)L'r fnr T11n·n~-\ iljP ;.::~~c. in f•1r t.P,f.;;l prnhilli­
ti~ll, and tllo hd'l. 111c1nbbr ior l\Ltd~dy--vdHJ llao 

ju:-:tsat<lo\nl·--·-a<h·ocnteR 1noderation, ·while ::1..t the 
Mallle tiuw he h::a\·e;-.; u:-; in con1plete 11ncertainty ;t,K 
to the effect of hi~ nwdet·ate connsels in rcganl 
to the influx of the Chinese. The Bill is a 
lllnderate 1ncasnrc, and is 11!1\('h 111ore likely to 
pasH tlJrrm;:;h the ] lon:-:n, and to be et ~(HH] n;l8 in 
wnrkl11g, t.hctil an.\· :-:11C'll U\ tJ't'Hle Jlteaslln-; a;.: tltid, 
:-:pok('Jl of l~\~ the holl. liH_'llllJer fol' TowllS\'illc. 
I c·r1nt,cnd tfmt the cha.n.'...:,'C in tlw thn•.r-~ pdnf·iplr 
11rnpo:·'t'd l1y the Bill will i11 tlwnJ;:;elvP;.; he 
Kllfticient. at t.lw fn·e:-:ent ti111e to regnlate ;tnd 
clwek the influx of Chine:-:e. So far a"' legi~­
LLting' with a view to finality oJJ the ,..,uiJ,if-;d.1 

it is iu1po~~ihle. The eondition~ of the eolony 
are a.lways changing-, and for ns to n.irn ~\t fiHality 
would be perfectly futile. \Ve are c~tlletl upon 
to ttct differently from time to time "" the 
colony JJrngTeRses' ; and, n,:-; the colony 111ight be 
mermced by the Chinese or any other cl~tss of 
inn11igra.tion that ntight 1Je disad vantageou~ to 
the colony, if we can prevent or check the 
syt'tenl of objectionable in11nigra.tion for a tj111e 
that is a.ll we can r!o. \Vlutt iH tlre principle 
of this Bill' It is this : \Ve clouhle tlre poll­
tax ; and not only that, but we do not make >eny 
refund of money at all. The late Attorney­
(~eneral referred to the refnnrl which we lmve 
made to the Chines•l who h~tve left the colony, 
and s><id that nmny ~tbuse,, existed under the 
systmn. So far a::; ':r an1 a\vare of the "'~nrking­
of these certificates, the greatest care ha8 heen 
exercit>ed in granting any ren1is.sion or refund of 
nwney on account of any Chinese h·a ving the 
colony; in bet, the Customs lmve frerruently 
been ~tpplied to that the sub.collectors of the 
various ports ,;hould be allowed to exercise their 
own judgment in the nmtter. Tlmt has been 
1wr-.:i:;:tently refused, and no application has 
been granted without reference to the Treasury, 
and approved by the J\linister ; so I think the 
~tbnses which the hon. member for Bowen has 
spoken of hardly exist. 

::\Ir. CHl:nn : I referred to the certific~ttes 
of exen1ptinn. 

The COLOXIAL TRI~ASUREll : I m~ty 
have 1ni~un(ler~tood tbehun. gentlenuMJ. Further, 
ths Bill, a~ hon. gentlemen ~tre aware, provides 
that the poll-bx shccll be paid to the Con"oliclatecl 
Hevenne, a.nd not to the Tru:-;t ::F'und, as before; 
and, therefore, the total amount of capitation 
money will be paid into the Tre~tsury without 
any refund. The m~ttter of tonn~tge I do not look 
upon a.s being of very great ilnportnnce. \V e 
might very ,,-ell assimilate it t.o the Victmian 
or ]'\ ew South \Vales statutes. In that respect 
I am of opinion th~tt the Bill will be suffi­
ciently restrictive ~ts it stands. Hon. gentlemen 
oppoBite lm,·e thrown the blame of the great 
incre~tse of the Chinese lately on the action of 
the present Government. In saying that I can­
not ~tvoid arriving ~tt the conclusion that it w~ts 
their intention to flood the colony with coolie 
in1n1igration, because that 8een1s the reason why 
this n1n.tter wa.s in suspense, as when they were in 
power there seemed to them no clanger from the 
introduction of Chinese. I am forced to the 
opinion tlmt the prohibitive ~tction so deter­
minedly expressed by the hon. member for 
Townsville is lmsecl on his intention to exclude 
Chinese with the intention of re-opening the 
question of coolie labour, mrd in that I do not 
think he will find any support from hem. members 
on this side of the House ~tt ~tny rate. 

Mr. J\IACROSSAN: The hon. gentleman lms 
rnisfJ_uote(luJe. 

The COLONIAL TREASUREH: I ~tm not 
quoting the hon. member at all. I am simply 
referring to wh~tt the hon. member for Jhlonne 
stated on the pr>int ; thCLt io to say, that 
1 he pn·~)ent. GoYernn!E-'1\L Wf'\ tn bl;JIYI~, for 
the i,;t'6at incr6il/J6 that hd.J td,Ltu FlLLce in 
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the number nf Chinese immio·mnts who have 
:1rrived in the colony on ::Lcc,~mt of the door 
to coolie ilnn1igrQ,tion being no'v closed. I 
therefore contended that the :1dvoc:1cy of the Bill 
l1y the hon. member for Town"ville :1nd h<m. 
gentlen1en opposite 'vas batied u1 JOH the view 
tlmt if Chineoe immigration were closed entirely 
the colon)' wculd be driven to reconsider the 
question of coolie i1nrnigration. 

Mr. MOH}: HEAD : It w:1s never said. 
The COLONIAL TREASUHJ<:l~: I say th:1t 

is my inference. I did not s<ey it w:1s s:1id. ; but 
I say that it is a mttuml inference to adduce 
from the >trgmnents of hon. gentlemen opposite 
-tluct if this question of Chinese immi"ration 
is settled inn prohibitory form the country will 
be ,]riven to the necessity of reconsicierin"" 
or reopeninb the c1uestion of coolie ilnrnioTation:: 
That is a.lcgitirnate deduction from their (.trgu­
Jnenh;. I know, of cour.:;e, tlutJt hon. gentlernen 
opposite will disclaim it, bnt we will see durin" 
the course of the debate what their views really 
rtrP.. At present they <ne surroun<lcd. by n 
hazu~es~ that nmk~s them somewh:1~ ambrgnous, 
:1nd rt rs rather drfficult to nscertam whnt they 
really :ere. They are only unanimous in blaming 
the hnn. the Premier for: what they call "crude 
and hasty legislation," nnd t:1king credit to them­
selves for the <tssistance they have rendered in 
pnssing Bills this session. I should like to 
know in what tangible form that assistance has 
been rendered. I say there has not been a 
single practical amendment suggeoted by hon. 
gentlemen opposite in any of the Bills that have 
been under consideration this session. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: The Elections Bill, ccnd 
the last Bill passed through committee. 

The COLONIAL TREASUREH: I say no 
substantial mnendment has been framed by hon. 
gentlemen on the other side of the House on 
any Government Bills introduced this session. 
\Vhy, they even voted unanimously this evening 
a_gatnst the only a.rnendn1ent 1noved on their 
s1de of the House on the l'olynesian Bill. 
They could not even support one of their own 
nun1ber in endeavouring to anJCnd that 1neasure. 
This, however, is by the way. I was betrayed 
into an interruption by asking the hon. member 
for Mackay what alterations had been made in 
the Polynesian Labour Bill during the three or 
four nights it had been umlerdiscussion; I contend 
that the charge of "crude legislation" has been 
tu.u; .. ;t unwarrant~bly launched a,ga.inst 1ny hon. 
fl'lend the l'renner. I only hope the :1ssist:1nce 
that is so freely tendered in connection with 
this Chinese Bill by the other side will 
:1ssume a le;;s tedious form than the :1ssistance 
we have received ilr dealing with the other 
m ensures introduced this session. 

Mr. ARCHEit snid : I shall not detain the 
House very long, because I think the hon. mem­
ber for Townsville lms put the matter so clearly 
tlutt the sympathies of most hem. members nt 
any rate _nn th~s side, are with hirn in regarci to 
the form m whiCh we should like to see the Bill 
carried through. I rise more particularly for the 
purpose of pointing out the utter mistake thnt 
several speakers opposite have fftllen into through 
the ill-advised st:1tements of the hon. the 
Attorney-General, who, :1fter remarking upon 
tl;e thornng·h chmrge thnt had taken place in the 
news of the hon. member for Townsville said 
-" \Vhy did he not do this when he ,;:1s in 
power ? " Then the hon. junior member for 
North Brisb:1ne followed in the same strain, and 
he was followed by the hon .. member for Gym pie, 
who rep!'atecl the same thmg-" \Vhy clicl not 
they do 1t ·when they \Vere in power ?"-in1plying 
th<\t the late Government neglected to do what 
they now see to be an <eh::olntc necm-sity. 
The hon. lllt:l!ILt'l' f,>t' n~'ll11 l1!H? dide\lllain ho!tly 

1( ~1-~~ 

that there was no necessity during the time that 
the hon. member for Townsville was in office to 
do anything· of thiR kind. During the whole 
time since the l'almer Gold I<'ields began to 
decrcnse in output, Chinamen in Queensland 
have steadily decreased, and it was only in the 
beginning or towards the middle of last year that 
they came down in any such qu:1ntities as to 
show us that measures would have to be taken to 
prevent them coming in the future. \V e did not 
neglect the n1atter. I ren1e1nber a conversation 
taking place, after the hon. member for 'Towns­
ville left the Government, upon this very subject, 
and what were the me>ens that the late Govern­
ment took to show that they were perfectly 
aware of the necessity for lec·ishttion, and were 
prepared to legislate upon th~ m:1tter? Here is 
the last (~ueen's Speech which has been delivered 
to us. I notice that hon. members opposite 
are l::tnghing; when they are tired of laugh­
ing at their own ilnbecility in not havinA' 
seen this for themselves, I will proceed. It 
is a perfect nbsurdity to say that the late 
Government were not aw:1ke to the fact that 
the Chinese question must be dealt with. 
They were CJUite mvnre of the fact. \Vhen the 
hon. member for Townsville wns one of the 
Government the influx of Chinese had not then 
begun, or was only just beginning. Here is the 
clause in the Governor's Speech :-

"'l'hc inftnx of Chinese, under engagements and other­
wise, has of late very much increased. 'l'hc evils of this 
class of l.abour have been in past years clearly proved, 
n_ot only m our tu'\vns, but on our goldfields and planta­
twus, and your immediate attention will be invited to 
~~ons~de.r what measures may best be adopted to effect 
rts dnnmntion." 
Th":t is a complete disproof of the charge brought 
agamHt the hon. member for Townsville or 
aga~nst the late Government, that they had' not 
th~n· eyes open to the necessity for legislating on 
tlns matter; and when hon. gentlemen opposite 
ar.e so ready to find a flaw, as they tried to do, 
w1th regard to the hon. member for Townsville, 
I. think they might have taken the trouble to 
chscover whether the GoYernment, of which he 
was once :1 member, was not as fully alive as they 
were to the necessity of dealing with the <rnestion. 
As to the Bill before the House, it will probably, 
as the hon. member for l\I>tck:1y said be 
a good deal altered in committee. The 'hon. 
t!1e Colonial Treasurer .asks what the Opposi­
twn h:ove really done m the way of altering 
Government Bills? \V ill the hon. gentleman 
take the Elections Bill ami compare it as it came 
unt of the House with the form it was in when 
i~ was introduced, and see if the opinions of this 
srde of the House have not been inserted. 'They 
were accepted, of course, by the Premier, and 
adopted by him. And to say th:1t it has not 
been altered is perfectly ridiculous. 

'The COLONIAL TEEASUitE!t: Not by 
you. 

Mr. AHCHEE : By the opinions expressed 
by this side of the House, which were adopted 
by the Premier. 

The PREMIER : The most contemptible 
argument I have ever heard. 

Mr .. MO HE HEAD : l\'Ir. Speaker, I wish to 
know rf the hon. the Premier is justified in usin<' 
the word " contemptible" to the hem. memhe~ 
for I3laclmll. 

The SPJ~AKER : If the word "contemptible" 
was addre"secl to the hon. m em her it is not in 
order. 

The PlCEl\IIEE: I interjectecl the word 
"contemptible" :1s referring to the argument of 
tlw hon. gentlmnan. 

Mr. AltCHElt : And I rctum the cmnplimeut 
in the smne manner. I can only say that if the 
holL gt>ntleuwu 1rHl take the tl(lUble V\ lcuk at 
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the last Dill passed through committee this even­
ing, and compare it with the Bill as it first came 
into the House, he will see the enormmm amount 
of alterations that were suggested or spoken freely 
of by hon. members on this side of the House, and 
were adopted and embodied in the Bill. We 
would of course have made it still better, and if 
we had haJ more a~8istance, \VB would have 
expun~ed that rnost n1iserable clause n1aking the 
Bill retrospective. There is no use in saying 
that the late Government were not alive to the 
necesKity of restra,ining Chinese irnn1igration. 
Kor do I think the hon. the Colonittl Tre:.tsurer 
ncerl try any fnrtl1er to persuade anyone who 
h<ts listened to the deb:l.te tlmt the Opposition 
have not h:td ennruwus influence in changing the 
clutr:lctcr of G-ovenuuent Bilb this r5e~;-;ion. 

l\Ir. l\L'cCDO:'\ ALD-l',\TEHSOK sttid he was 
,-ery glad tlmt the hon. member for Dlackall ha<! 
rea<! the qnottttion from the lttst speech of the 
L"tte Uovernment in reference to the control of 
Chinese labour in towns, gohlfields, an(l planta­
tions; but it was ~OlllC\Vhat ren1nrkable that the 
Govemmenthad not referred to the control of that 
labour in the interior of the colony. In his tour 
through the Mitchell diotrict, thttt wtts tt point 
~1pon which he hn,d to spe>1k very fre<1uently, and 
m no one place that he held a meeting at did he 
omit to introdnce the subject of Chine,;e labour. 
In tmvelling through the tli:-;trict he found tlutt 
the jJeople were unttnimous in their determina­
tion to wipe out those people if posoible. He 
wished to tnke that opportunity of stttting that 
the evils of tlutt clttss of bhour were much 

·g-reater thttn most men were aware of. He could 
state unhesitatingly that he bad seen himself 
sufficient to justify him in c;tating that the Chinese 
were JJOsitively edging the white nwn out of the 
\V estern di;:;trictR. He wonlcl give a case in 
point. At one station he sttw that, with the 
exception of two white men, ttll the others at 
the washpnol were Chinamen. Three or fonr 
clttys subsequently he met one of those white men 
in wttnt of employment, ttnd he inform et\ him (:VIr. 
l\Iacdnnald-l'ttterson) that two days ttfter he had 
left the wash pool some Chinmnen came ttlong from 
another ,~ttttion, ttnd the two white men were 
discharger! ttnd the Chinamen pnt on in thei1· 
places. He bad fonnd it to he the case in 
mttny parts of the district, thttt Chinamen, on 
account of what w:ts termed their "reliability," 
were preferred to the \··bite men, although they 
got the Rmne "-ages. For what reagnn h~did not 
know, lmt there was the fact tlmt on many of 
the stations Chinmnen we.1·e really preferred. 
At another wash pool he flsked one of the nH·n 
who were there if he foml<l the work un­
healthy~that was because lhe marmger ha<l 
tolcl him (l\Ir. ~f::tc<lonald-l'nterson) that he 
coulcl not get white men to do the work­
to which he replied thttt mttny Enropeaus in 
the old country would stand up to their wttist 
ttll day salmon-fishing, and not l'e the worse for 
it. The reply he got from the man in question 
was thttt he could stand it Yery well, and that it 
was cttpital work, hut that whenever a China­
rnan came along lvanting work the white rnan 
was told to go ttnd the Chinttnmn taken cm. He 
wished to relate to the House wlut had hap­
pened in Brisbane within the last few months. 
A very old and respected trat\esmttn in this city 
had told hilll that he was just about to give up 
the cabinet-mttking husine,;s, by rettson of the 
competition of Chinmnen. Although he had 
endeavonred to cmnpete \Vith thmn to his very 
ntnlnRt tluring the l[t:-;t Rix or ~evt~u yearR, he 
adlllittetlnow that theY hac\ got the beet of him, 
>Ln<l that he ha<l lo't a.ll the capital he started 
with Neven year~ a,gt~. Thof'e were instanceH of 
whn,t wn:s gning on at thu preKcnt tiuH~. T-le had_ 
1wt intendt~d to ~:<1:V Hl lunch, hnt while :.pcalo;-ill:.~ 
he would take the "Pl•urtunity of s.1yiug that 

the Bill did not come np to hie expectations 
in its restrictive clmracter. He did not know 
how he httd formed the opinion, bnt he had 
formed it most definitely tlmt £i50 should l.Jo the 
1ninimurn stun to lle paiO by Chinan1en cmning­
into the colony, and if necessary he was prcparecl 
to go as far as £100, and even further than that 
if it would help to keep Chinamen ont of the 
country. They were already the c>mcer spot in 
our socittl stmctnre, and he reallY hoped that the 
good sense of both sitles of the Honsc wonld lead 
them in Committee to make tt really first-rate 
measnreof the Bill tlmthad been presented to them 
tlmt ttfternoon-at any mtc, the llill slwuld have 
eYery tt:-~:·d:.;t[tncc fnnn hi1u, and he , ... ,<mld like to 
go tt little further than even tho Jnc:1osnre tn·oyid(;:d, 
and ho hoped the action of the House \V<mlrl be 
in tlmt direction. 

l\lr. KOHTOX c; .. it!: T <1nite agree with what 
has fallen from the llJeH1her for l\lackay '"to the 
d.ttnger of holding extreme YiewK, and the risk 
we run in holding thoKe vicwii in preventing 
the object one h.-u~ hmn lJeing c::trriecl nnt. 
J3ut I cctnnnt help ren1ernbering that there 
are no rules without their exception~, and 
this is one of the C>tses in which I think 
an exception can be and ought to be nutde. 
?\ ow I have li~tened with a great deal of 
ple>l.sm·c ttnd attention to \\·hat has fallen from 
the lwn. membe1· for Townsville, '!\lr. )lacrossttn, 
and I thorou~hly enclor.,c what lmc; been ""icl by 
the lettder of the Opposition, that that gentle­
IHan's speech 'VaR prnh:-thly the IHOKt 1nasterly 
speech ever made in the Australian colonies upon 
this subject. The h<m. member was very brief, 
but every word he said went direct to the point. 
I shall not ttttempt to take up any of the argu­
ments of the hon. member for Townsville, 
because he lms tthmtdy sttid in a much better way 
tbttn I coulcl do anything tlmt I might have to 
say. But there ttre other points to consider, 
which I think hon. members of this Clumbm are 
not fully acqmtinted with. I refer more partieu­
larly to the bad character which many of these 
Chinese bear. Of course in my remarks I wish 
it to be understood that when I speak of the 
Chinese in condemnation, I do not include the 
whole of thmn. I l>dieYe there are just tts 
good rnen :1rnong the ChineKe who cnn1e here as 
there are in any other class of people in the 
colony ; but I belie,~e ttlso that the grettt pro­
l)()rtion of thn:-:::e who cnme here are 111en of 
very I(nv character. HOJne yen.rR ago I reinPlll­
her rending what I thon:-;·ht at the tilue was 
probably a Yery exagg·erntell a.ceonnt of '\Vhat 
took place in Nmne of the populons parts of 
-Yictorin. 'l'bat a.cconnt rufmTml to the n1mu1er 
in which young g·irL-: wen~ iuduce< 1 tq go tn the 
h;rnnt~ of the Chine>"n on smne of the gohltield:-;. 
They were imlnce<l by presents, ttnd in clitferent 
ways to go there. They were then gmdually 
per.stmded to try the effect of opium, and when 
they had got into the hrtrlJit of Rinoking, and 
when they hat! ctcqnired that habit they were 
treated in the most lJarbarons a11<l abominable 
fashion. At the time I read those reports 
I thought that in all probability they had 
been very highly colourec\, ancl that they 
h:1cl been gnt up for a sensational rnnposc. 
Since tlmt time, within the last few yearc; l had 
pbce<l in my hands by a friend in Sydney tt 
paper connected with the Parliament of New 
South \V ttles. T nmy say that the paper to w hi eh 
I refer contains the report and evidence of a 
.'~;·elect connnittec appointed to inquire into t}Je 
~tt_tte of the cornnwn lmlging-hon:-;c:-; in Sydney. 
In the course of this inqniry the lodgiiJg-hon>"es 
not only of the> white people were indmled, but 
also those •Jccupied hy the Chiw',,e. The evi­
dence dicitrcl \\a,,.., nf Knch an extraonlin:try and 
di~~;~n·>ti11;~ naLnre tlt;rL thf~ l't'J 11 l''L w:1.; ne\·er 
cin.:nht.ted t::~cept anwns· ltlen1ber8 uf P<trlia .. 
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ment, and it was one of those copies which 
he placed in my hands. The witnesses who 
were examined were chiefly members of the 
police force, who had, during the course of 
their dnty, to go a great defll into those 
lodging-houses. In >eddition to them there were 
medical men and some others, imd the evidence 
of >ell entirely >egreed with regard to what 
took place. I intended to hflve brought a 
copy of the report with me, but as I have 
not done so I cannot repeat what is there 
stated; I may sfly, however, that round the 
houses kept by the Chinese were found waiting 
to be admitted a considerable nurn ber of women 
aud young girh;-girls frorn the ageR of ten a,nd 
twelve years up to twenty years. A number of 
these wornen ·were, of conrse, of the rnost in11noral 
character, but nutny of the girls had been 
indnced Ly sorne nwans or other to go to the 
htmses kept by these 1nen, where advantage was 
taken of them >efter they had been induced to 
1-'Jnoke opitllll. In the course of this inquiry it \Vas 
elicited that these unfortunate women had ac­
quired such r1 taste for opium that, knowing the 
terrible ordeal they had to go through when they 
were under its influence, they could not resist 
the craving for the horrible drug; and they went 
there, knowing th>et they would have to undergo 
what no woman, if she had cornnmnd of her 
reawn-if she had not been rendered insensible to 
what was going on-could possibly tolerate. I will 
not pursue the subject further; but I mtly tell the 
l'rcmier and other hon. members that if they 
care to peruse this document I shflll be happy 
to place it at their disposal ; and when they read 
the evidence in connection with those houses 
they will feel th>~t they have entered a chamber 
of horrors of the very worst description. The 
things brought to light before that committee 
fire too extraOl'dinary and too abominable 
to repeat ; >~nd yet all the witnesses who hflcl 
opportunities of knowing the facts agree that 
the things stated really exist. In connection with 
the Chinese question, let me remind hon. members 
that in allowing the Chinese to come to this colony 
we admit n10n who corne alone, who bring no \ViveM 
or families, but who, by way of consolation, bring 
that abominable drug opium. With the help of 
that drug they are, no doubt, able to effect the 
same amount of clebmJCherv here as in other 
places. If it has not entered into the con­
sideration of hon. membe>·s before, they will 
now be able to see that the question is of 
such a serious socbl nat<Jre that, if they do 
not agree in excluding the Chinese altogether, 
they will see that there is sufficient justification 
for those who hold the opinion that they should 
be exclndecl. After the paper to which I have 
referred was placed. in my hands, I made inqui­
ri e,; on my return to Brisbane with regard to 
what was going on here, because it appeared to 
me that if this state of things exists in other 
large towns the probflbi!ity was that it woulrl exist 
here also. In answer to those inquiries, I h>eve 
been told that there are no Chinese loclging-houses 
here, find that such a state of things as exists in 
Sydney does not exist in Brisbflne. I am obliged 
to accept that answer; but at the same time I 
think I was misinformed. I believe that in 
every large town or place where the Chinese 
crmgrecrate in large nnmbers the san1e state of 
things will exist ; and, viewing the 1natter frorn 
thflt point, I have no hesitation in coming· to the 
eonclnP.ion~a concln~ion I long :-;ince adopted­
that it is clesiral,Je "·herever it is possible to exclude 
Chinese, to exclude them. If it is decided tlmt the 
Chinese shflll be allowed to come here-and I 
hope that will not bn decide,!-then I hope the 
Hill will be made infinitely lll<>re stringent thnn 
it is at prF'-;el.lt. I httd ;~reat ple;1,~~nre in l!~,ten~ 
i~!-~.:; to -the 1·en1:·td-~, of the ]~,;n. n1ernber ~or 
:,roretcn, bec:w,Je I belie1 e that he and other 

members on both sides of the House will do 
their best to make a measure which, if it will 
not altogether prohibit Chinese from coming to 
the colony, will at any rate be next door to pro­
hibiting them. 

Mr. ISAMBERT said that the powerful and 
vi vie! descriptions of the danger to be appre­
hended from an invasion of Chinese were but 
faint descriptions of the danger which actually 
existed. But when they considered that those 
arguments came from men who had been in 
power for the last five years, during which 
time they die! nothing to mitigate the e_vil or 
avert the danger- when they cons1dered 
that those arguments came from men who 
lmcl persistently and eloquently advocated the 
introduction of Indian coolies-and when they 
considered tluLt those Indian coolies were able to 
titarve out even Chinan1en ;-those argtnnents 
must be looked on with grave suspicion. They 
conlcl only conclude that the Opposition intended 
to force the Government find the Libeml party 
into a corner-either to accept the Indian 
coolie or to adopt such an extreme measure as 
they would try to force on the Government. 
If the Government adopted such extreme mea­
sures, it would do such a great amount of injury 
that many people wonld turn against the Liberal 
party, and that was whflt the Opposition wanted; 
what the Opposition were afraid of was modera­
tion and fairness and honesty of administration. 
As had been inadvertently admitted by the hon. 
members for J\fackay and Port Curtis, extreme 
measures defeated themselves, and moderation 
was more likely to attflin the purpose the Gov­
ernment had in view. The fact of the matter 
was, the present Government intended to take 
such steps as would mitigate the evil and avert 
the clanger of a crisis ; and, >es had been indicated 
by the l'remier, as soon as the Government had 
accomplished the arrangement they had in view 
-of supplying the necessary labour so that they 
could do away with cheap labour of every 
description without cansing a crisis-further 
legislation would be taken. The extreme mea­
:mres of the Opposition would not be as eli8ctive 
as the moderate measures of the Government. 

Mr. r ALJ\IER moved that· the debate be 
now adjourned. 

Question put. 
The PREMIEH : I do not think there is any 

necessity for the debate being adjourned. There 
is no difference of opinion on either side as to the 
Bill passing its second reading. I agree with the 
hon. member for JYiackay-I do not often agree 
with him-that when we want to attain an object 
we should adopt re>esonable and moderate steps 
to attain it. Our object is to stop the immigra­
tion of Chinese, and we intend to do that by 
measures which are likely to become law and 
which will effect that object. There is this 
difference between the policy of the other 
side of the House and the policy of the 
Government : We are determined not to allow 
the introduction of coolies into the colony, and 
we are drawing up all our legislation with that 
object in dew. The other side apparently are 
determined that they will have coolies intro­
duced into the colony, >end I cannot help 
thinking' whenever they deal with the Labour 
question they h:we that object in view. Hon. 
members on this side of the Honse shoul<l bear 
that in mind very carefully in considering 
amendments that mfly be proposed by hon. 
gentlemen on the other side of the House in 
dealing with the Labour question. I will take 
this opportunity nf saying fl word with respect 
to HClllle oh~ernt.tionH 1nade by the hon. lll8lll1Jer 
fur Bl:J,cka ll \\'ith res] <eeL tu the amemhuents made 
iuBil'', ,,[then hit', ;·e:1ll a matter thcct .,carcely 
clesen-es notice. On sel'eral occasion;, during 
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the last few days the Government have ]Jeen 
taunted, and I think I may say insulted with 
!1aving allowed amendments to be nmde id })ills 
mtroduc~d by them. That taunt comes with 
an esr;ecmlly bad grace from members of the 
la~e C..overnment, who, when they introduced 
Bills, mtroduced them in such a manner that 
they l;a.d to be almost redrawn for them by the 
Oppos1t!on. I have never boasted in the House 
of serviCes I have rendered, as a member of 
the House; but as a member of the House I have 
:'!ways en?eavoured to assist in the proper draft­
mg of Bills, no matter by whom introduced. 
I. wo~1ld hke .to know w.hat is the object of 
;eferrmg a Bill to committee except to make 
I~. be~ter. I ha;ce neve.r seen any important 
hill mtroduce~ mto thiS. House or any other 
House th~t chd not receive amendment in its 
progreHs tnrnugh connnittce. I do not think 
anY: Govcrnn~e;1t is possessed of all wisdom-that 
their propoSitiOns are so perfect that they 
cannot be amended. I shoul<l be ashamed to 
as:;ert that I could dr,>w any Bill that was not 
crtpable of amendment. I lmvc revised them a 
dozen times ,md made alterations in them. On 
very few occasions ha ye any Bill:; of such impor­
tance as the Polynesian Labourers Bill passed 
through committee and received so little 
amendment. \Vhat alterations there were were 
all my own, except three words introduced by the 
hon. member for Oxley. But it is a matter not 
worth debating ir; the House.. If these speeches 
are to be r:'ade mght after mght by hem. mem­
bers opposite, under the circumstances it is just 
rts well to. refer to the matter once and for all. 
Tl;e p;1bhc may think because statements of 
this kmcl are made, and we do not take the 
trouble to correct them, that there is somethirw 
in them. I hope the hon. gentleman will with~ 
clr!"w the mo.tion for acl.i?urnment, because, as I 
said, there Is no questwn about the second 
reading of the Bill. 

Mr. ~10RE~J<;AD : I hope the lwn. gentle­
man will no~ withdraw the motion for adjourn­
ment. I tlunk he would have done it had it 
not been for the remarks which fell from the 
Premier. It is a pity that the leader of the 
House should lose his temper. It is a mistake 
on the part of a gentleman holding that very 
cleva,ted position to go in for recrimination. There 
is no one more willing to admit than I '"" 
the great usefulness of the hon. the Premier 
in opposition ; I think that is his province · I 
t~1inl~ that is the position he was intended 'by 
I roviclence to fill. I am perfectly certain there 
W[LS no hon. llletnber in this Honse who was a 
more capable critic, or more capable rtmender of 
measures that were brought before the House by 
the !at: Uovernment than he was, but at the 
same tune, he does not care to have the same 
sort of justice served out to him:;elf. The hon. 
gentlenun brought in a Bill which was a skeleton 
and mem!Jers on this side had to nmke it int,; 
an entity. That is what ha]Jpened, 'md the hon. 
member need not be annoyed about it. I 
would be one of the first to admit that he 
is the fir.ot lawyer at the Bar of this colony. 
It does not follow from that that he is a 
hea\'Cu-born statesman ; it does not follow that 
he is infallible or that he may not make 
mistakes; and it is absurd for him to get UJ> 
and say that we smaller fry have no rio·ht 
to interfere with what he in his great wisci~m 
rloee. \Vhy, even a mosquito c:>n make an 
elephant jump if he only bites him in the proper 
place. The hon. gentleman should not show 
that he has such a thin hide, because I can 
as~ure. hiln tha.t there ::we tlOlne 1nosquitoes un 
tins Side of the House. I clu not think that 
the ~wn. ~entlunutn i:-; quite rlght in what 
he saHl al10ut the late Uovermucut--tlmt their 
intentiun ~sa:_ tu int1oduce cuulie.-, iuto thi~ 

colony. I say that there was no intention on 
the lJart of the late Govemmcnt to bring coolies 
into this colony. 

Mr. ISAl\IBEitT: Yah! 
. Mr. MOREHEAD: I object tu these foreio-n 
mterruptions, like the yelp of a native do" "I 
maintain that it was not the intention of' the 
late Uovernment to introduce coolies into this 
colony, except with the consent of Parliament· 
they had no intention either more or les~ 
~han t~at. \Vhat the Opposition object to now 
Is to mtroduce the favourite" of the Premier 
-that is, .the. Chinese ; we certainly object 
to thmr bemg mtroduced in any shape or form 
whatever. The hon. gentlem'm knows that per­
fectly well. A:; far a:; regards the discus,,ion of 
measures, I cnneitler that they have been fairlv 
anc! loilitinmtely discussed in this House ; and "r 
1nmntan: th:tt there is a good deal iu what hrts 
been """! as to the crude way in which thoee 
measures have been brought down to this Hou,,c, 
\Vc have only ~o look at the measure just passerl 
thplllg-h cmrnn1ttee-the Polyne.'3ian Labourers 
Bill-to see how many amendments were 
broug:ht in .. That \Vas a burning <1uostion, <tncl a 
questwn whiCh the hon. member said he knew all 
about; yet I m•1intain that the main pl'inciples 
of ~he Bill have been materially altered by th~ 
actwn of the Opposition, and altere<] too for 
the better. Th~re '':as no intention on' our' part 
~o pr:vent legislatiOn on that subject. Our 
mtentwn was to try and make the lec,islation as 
perfect as possible. I think, therefo1':'e that the 
remarks made by the Premier were un~alled for 
and just as uncalled for as they were unwise. ' 

M:. HAMILTOX. s":id. that the Opposition 
cons1de;e~l that th~ Bill m Its present shape was 
not suffiCiently strmgent. It hacl been said that 
as soon as the Government had taken measures 
to provide labour they would take more strinaent 
measures, evidently referrina to that Bill "res­
pecting th: Chinese. By th~t it was apparent 
that they mtended to rely upon the introduction 
of Chinese labour until they had made arrano-e­
ments fur the introduction of another kind~of 
h>bour. 'l'he Opposition wi:;hed to exclude 
Chinese labour alone, and not to have them 
under any condition whatever. They certainly 
<~id not appro:'e of the methods taken by tlie 
~uvernrnent with regard to the Labour question. 
'Ihey had actually sent instructions to lessen 
the supply o.f labour from England, while at 
the , sa,me time they placed but a slight 
reetnctwn on the introduction of Chine,;e. 
and no restriction wlmtever on the introduction 
of kanakas. The Premier had said that the 
Opposition wished to introduce coolies. The 
Cool!e quest!on was m~t on th~ tr<pi8 at present, 
and It ':as simply eYadmg the Issne to debate it, 
As to his statement that insulting renmrks had 
been made with regard to alteration in his Bills, 
the Premier could not cleny the truth of the 
statement. He retaliated by saying that when 
the !at: Government :vas i~ of!icc '" great many 
alteratwn:; were made m their Bills. Th»t mio·ht 
be; h;1t then they did not pretend to possessb:cll 
tl;e WI"lom and knowledge, and to take up the 
lugh and honourable position assumed by the 
hon. gentleman, He (Mr. Hamilton) a<>reed with 
the leader of the Opposition as to the ~IScfulness 
of the Premier when in oppoeition and he shonl<l 
like to see him in that pm;ition at present. Bnt 
there was a ch!ference b~tween destroying a Bill 
and conf:>t~~l~C~Ing ono. :rhe Pr0n1ier was very 
good a.t criticisn1, but the present session showed 
that he was not so good at frmuiug 1neasures. 

1\Ir. J\IACI~OSSAX: I hac] no intentinn uf 
tre;.;pa~·dng on the thne of the 11mme agnin thiK 
eYeuii~g, lJut ou the 1notim1 to acljourn the de-
lmte l Lcke the opportunitv of a few 
\Yonl Tbe hr•lL Trea[.urcr' l!i:V: n1ake 
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a quotation about suspecting the Greeks when 
they bring gift", and the hon. gentlemen at 
the heatl of the Govemment also said just now 
that he looks upon anything that is done on 
this side of the House in amending the provosals 
on the Labour question with sus]Jicion, because 
we are determined to force coolies on the 
country. ?\ ow, I do not think the hon. gentle­
man can believe what he says. That he says it, 
and says it very often outside this House, I 
have not the slightest doubt. He knows as well 
as any member af this House that the Coolie 
qne::;tion can n~ver be renewed ugnin nnle):;8 
by an Act of Parliament, anrl it is no use his 
trying to make a bugbear of the coolie~, and 
to get a few more ChinesA into the colony 
under cover of that bugbear. The position I 
have t.,,ken up is one that I have always 
occupied in this House. The hon. gentleman, 
last year, in this House said that he had clone 
more than any man in the countty to keep 
Chinese out of the colony. I ejaculated at the 
time that it was nonsense for him to say so ; and 
I assert now that I have done more to keep 
Chinese out than any other man in thf colony. 
I had no intention, and need not have said a 
word in praise of myself-because I detest any­
thing of the kind-had it not been for what fell 
from the hrm. gentleman now, and the prompt­
ing he gave his Attorney-General to get up and 
make the attack he did after I sat down. I shall 
just tell the House what I did trv to do on the 
Chinese question, and what the hon. gentleman 
himself did not do and what he should have done. 
There would never have been a Chinesequestionin 
Queensland had it not been for the discovery of 
the Palmer Itiver Gold Field. The few Chinese 
in the colony before that were a mere fraction of 
the population, and interfered in no way with 
the general pursuits of the population, and 
scarcely at all in the gold mines. There were a 
few on the Peak Downs, but they h'l.d left before 
the Palmer lliver Gold Field broke out. As soon 
as that field broke out, I was elected a member 
of this House-at the general election in 1873-
and in 1872 or 1873 the then Government 
subsidised a line of steamers to run from 
Hongkong to Sydney. They gave £20,000 
a-year to the E. and A. Company for that pur­
pose. That was in 1872. Cooktown was opened 
immediately after the Palm er River rush, and I 
saw the great danger that existed in the prox­
imity of Cool<town to Hongkong, and the first 
thing I did as a member of Parliament was to 
come down to the House and urge the matter 
upon the then Premier, !VIr. Macalister, and on 
his Attorney-General, Mr. McDevitt, and ask 
them to take measnres to prevent an influx of 
Chine;;e, I saw that the amount of the passage 
money was very small, and I saw that they 
went to Victoria in thousands when they knew 
that there was a great quantity of gold easily ob­
tained there ; and I knew that if they found the 
same Oj)]Jortunitics for getting gold existed on 
the Palmer, the same result would follow, 
and they would go there in thousands. Mr. 
Macalister refused to do it, and had I the ex­
perience then which I had two years afterwards, 
or had I the same confidence in myself, I would 
have forced him to do it. The hon. member 
now at the head of the Government then 
became l\lr. ::'1-Iacalh;ter\; Attorney-General, in 
September, 1874, I think. · 

The PllEJ\IIER: In August. 
Mr. MAClWSSAN: In August, 1874; earlier 

than I thought. Mr. King, the late Speaker, 
became Minister for \V orks and Mines later 
in the year, I think, and he was, like myself, 
a strong anti-Chinom man. In deference to 
him, I believe, the Government placed a Dill 
upon the tnhle of th<O HPnse in 1S7ii, The Bill, 

if passed, would have been only a sham, but 
sham as it was, it was allowed to remain on the 
table of the House during the whole of the 
session, and no step whatever was taken to pa:-;H 
it. That is a fact. \Vhen the House met in 
1S7G, I was so disgusted with the conduct of the 
Government-of which I was a supporter-on 
the Chinese question and on the Public \V orb 
question, that I moved a vote of want-of-confi­
dence in them. That vote was almost carried, 
and although not carried it was the means of 
putting the then Government out of office. A 
reconstruction then took place unc'er !VIr. Thorne 
as Premier. A Bill was then introduced by 
the Government in 1876 dealing with the ques­
tion, and after being passed by both Houses was 
disallowed-was vetoed by Governor Caims. 
I say that if the hon. gentleman at the head cf 
the Government had been as sincere an anti­
Chinese man as I was at that time, he would 
have done something in 1875 as he ought to have 
done, and not have allowed the matter to remain 
until 1877, when the evil was very largely inten­
sified by the presence of Chinese in large numbers. 
The hon. gentleman, and the Government of 
which he was a member at that time, to use a 
common and a homely simile, shut the stable 
door after the steed had been stolen. They took 
no measures to prevent the influx of Chinamen 
at that time, and the consequence was the 
Palrner Gold Field was flooded with them, aml the 
state ofthat field eversincewasdue to the laxity in 
1874 and 1875 of the Government of which the hon. 
the Premier and the hon. the Colonial 'Treasurer 
were member". Yet the hon. gentleman urged 
his Attorney-General to get up and talk to me 
as if I had not taken up the question before. It 
is no new thing for me. I am well-known all 
over the colony as being opposed to Chinese. I do 
not need to take up the question now to regain a 
lost reputation for myself. Every man who 
knows me knows that I am opposed to Chinese, 
and have been opposed to them all my lifetime, 
and will be opposed to them, and if the Bill goes 
into committee I will do my best to make it 
prohibitive. If it is not made prohibitive it will 
not be my fault. So great do I think the evil 
of allowing Chinese to come to the country 
that I would not allow one to come to the 
country. l think if any individual in this House 
were to read the paper mentioned by the hon. 
member for Port Curtis, and to read the report 
of the general committee sent across the Pacific 
by the American Congre5S, he would be convinceLl 
that one Chinaman in the colonY is one too 
many. I hope that in the future neither the 
Attorney-General or the Premier will insinuate 
that I have taken up a position upon the Chinese 
question in order to force the Government 
into a corner or to introduce coolies. I do 
not think that I shall ever in any way 
attempt to introduce coolies, and I am qnite 
certain that had the late Government remained 
in office they would hm•e introduced a measure 
dealing with the introduction of Chinese which 
would have been much more stringent than the 
measure now before us. I know they had not 
an opportunity of doing so; nevertheless, al­
though the late Government had not the oppor­
tunity of doing so, this side of the House will 
carry out their intentions in their integrity­
not for the purpose of forcing' the Government 
into a corner, but to protect the working men of 
the colony-and will make the Bill what it 
should be now and what it is not-a pro­
hibitory measure-as it should have been made 
even before it was laid on the table of the House 
to be discussed. 

Mr. P AL~IER said he thoug·ht every member 
in the House had, as a candidate for election, 
to speak out as plainly upon the Chinese question 
before his constituents as upon the Coolie question 
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or the land-grant system. He was no lover 
of Chinese himself, and he freely gave his promise 
to help to restrict them in any legitimate way 
that came before the House. He regarded the 
introduction of Chinese into the colony in large 
flowing numbers as very detrimental to its best 
interests, and he thought that clause 3 in the 
Bill before them might almost be said to be 
prohibitory. He at all events regarded it as 
prohibitory. To say that there should be only 
one paHsenger to every fifty ton~ of cargo, alHl 
with a £20 poll-tax, was, in his opinion, prohibi­
tory enough. He scarcely agreed with the 
remarks which fell from the hon. me m her for 
Gym pie, who proposed to put a special tax upon 
those alre"'dy in the colony. He thought that once 
here they should enjoy the same privileges 
that other.s had. Speaking upon the whole 
<juestion, he could not help refening to the 
historical fact mentioned by the hon. member 
for J\IIackay. Everyone knew the amount of 
treasure and men the British Government 
expended in compelling the Chinese to open 
four of their principal ports to the introduction 
of J<~nglish capital and English trade. Reflecting 
upon that fact, it would nrge him, so f,u· as he 
was concerned in a moderate measure like the 
Bill before them, in prohibiting the introduction 
of Chinese. He begged, with the permission of 
the House, to withdraw his motion for the 
adjournment of the debate. 

Motion withdrawn accordingly. 
Question-That the Bill be now read a second 

time-put and passed. 
The committal of the Bill was made n,n Orcler 

of the Day for to-morrow. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
The PRE:YIIEH, in moving the adjournment 

of the House, said he hoped to be able to-morrow 
to proceed with Government business after the 
private business had been disposed of. If so, he 
wished to carry the Divisional Boards Act 
Amendment Bill through two stages, if possible ; 
and afterwards, if there wn,s time left, he would 
proceed with the Chinese Bill. 

The House arljourned at twenty-two minutes 
past 10 o'clock. 




