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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Tuc8da;t, 12 FciJrunry, 1884. 

Elections and Q.uttliiications Committee-Burnett elec
tion.-Question.-Divisional Boards Act Amend
ment BilL-Formal l\Iotion.-¥lickham Terrace 
rre,•byterian Church Bill-third reading.-Pacific 
Island Labourers Act Amendment Bill-committee. 
-Assent to BilL-Pacific Island I.Jtt.bonrerSl Act 
.\mcndment BilL-Message from the Legi::o.lative 
Council.-Adjournmcnt. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 n'clock. 

ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS 
COMMITTEE-B URNETT ELECTION. 
Mr. FOOTE, as Chairman, brought up the 

following report of the Elections and Qualifica-
tions Committee, which was read by the 
Clerk:-

" 1.'he Committee of Elections and Qualification~, duly 
rtppointed on the 8th da.y of November last, to whom 
\Yas referred on that day a petition from Richard Wing
lie Id Stnart, praying that the Honourable Berkeley Basil 
1Ioreton may be declared not to have been duly elected 
for the electoral district of Bnrnett, and thttt he, the 
petitioner, m~LY be dedRred to have been duly elected 
tor the saicl electoral distriet, have determined and do 
here by accordingly declare :-

" 1. That the ::~itting member has been cluly elected. 
"2. That the Committee make no award as to costs. 

'· JA1IE.::; FOOTE, 
"Chairman. 

'' Lcgi:~httivc A.," J::mbly Committee Room Xo. 1, 
"Brisbl1UC, 12th February, 1884." 

On the motion of :v!r. FOOTE the ropurt v.-a;; , 
ordered to be printed. 

QUESTION1 
Mr. BUCKLAND asked the Colonial Trea. 

surer-
If the Government is aware that large quantities of 

bacon, cured in Sydney and 1:Ielbourne, are being im
ported into thiR colony paeked in caHks in brine as 
pork, thus evading the duty of ~d. per llJ., pickled pork 
paying only an ad valote·;n duty of 5 11er cent.? 

The COLO?>l"IAL TREASURER (Hon. J. R, 
l)icbon) replied--

Tile mtttte1· refPl'red to ha~-' been receiving) for some 
time pa~t, the attf'Htion of the Customs. No iln-port.a~ 
lions 0f bacon cured in Melbourne or .Sydney and packed 
in brine a~ pork are admitted into Queensland under the 
Hd n(loi'f;ll~ duty; but a considerable quantity of salted. 
pork in brine is imported, which is subjected to a further 
process of manufacture into bacon in this colony. 

DIVISIONAL BOARDS ACT AMEND· 
MENT BILL. 

The PREMIER (Hon. S. W. Griffith), in 
giving notice that he would to-morrow move for 
leave to introduce a Bill to amend the Divisional 
Boards Act of 1879, said that since last Wednes
day the attention of the Government had been 
cailed to a very serious defect in the Divisional 
Boards Act of 1879. There was no power under 
that Act to fill up a vacancy if at an election no 
candidate was nominated or an insufficient num
ber of candidates were nominated. The attention 
of the Government had been called to several 
instances of that kind. In one case a board had 
become practically defunct, and in another case 
no quorum could be got, and there was no means 
of forming a quorum. He had every reason to 
anticipate that other boards were in the same 
position. The Bill proposed to be introduced 
was a very necessary one, and, while dealing 
with o\1ly the one point he had mentioned, would 
prevent any of the other boards throughout the 
colony becoming defunct during the present 
year. 

FORMAL MOTION. 
The following formal motion was agreed to :
By Mr. MOREHEAD-
That there be laid upon the talJ!e or the House, a 

return showing in detail all fees paid to counsel em~ 
ployed by the Govemment in Police Court cases, from 
the 1st January, 1883, to 31st January, 1884. 

WICKHAM TERRACE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH BILL-THIRD READING. 

On the motion of Mr. FRASER, this Bill was 
read a third time, passed, and ordered to be 
transmitted to the Legislative Council, for their 
concurrence, by message in the usual form. 

PACIFIC ISLAND LABOURERS ACT 
AMENDMENT BILL-COMMITTEE. 

On the Order of the Day being read, the 
House resolved itself into a Committee of the 
'Whole to further consider this Bill. 

The PREMIER moved the following new 
clause, to follow clause 2 as passed:-

All agreements for service made with islanders, 
whether the stipub ted time for their return to their 
nat.i ve islands has arrived or not, shall be in the form 
in schedule G to the principal Act or to the like effect, 
and shall lJe made m duplicate, and attested lJy the 
immigration agent or an inspector, who shall retain 
one copy of tlle agreement. 

Mr. MOREHEAI> said that as he understood 
the clause it compelled any islander who re
engaged, to do so for more than three years; and, 
further, he took it that it applied to time-expired 
islanders. 

The PREMIER i.<tid it was not intended that 
the clause should apply to time-expired islander•. 
That would be provided in another cla.use ; 
a.nd he did not know how it came to ba 
forgotten. He noticed it the other night when 
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preparing amendments, but somehow it had 
been forgotten. He was glad, however, that 
the hon. gentleman had called hi.s attention 
to it. With respect to the term of service, he 
did not see why any islander should not engage 
for three months ; but if there was any doubt on 
the matter it would be easy to add a proviso. He 
would therefore move that the following· words 
be added to the clause :-

Provided that the term of serviec specified. in any 
~nch agreement may be for a,ny lJeriml not cxcccd.ing 
three years. 

f~uestion put and passed. 
Clanse, as amended, agreeu to. 
The PREMIER moved the following new 

clause:-
The term ;, labourer," when nscd in the third, fonrth, 

n.ncl tifth parb~ of the principal Act, shall include all 
islander~. whether the stipulated time for their return 
to their nntive isbmds has arrived or not. 
That was to include time-expired ishtnders. 

Question put and passed. 
The PRE:\IIEII moved the following new 

clause:-
When at the expiration of the enga~ement of any 

h_;;landcr he enters into a fresh engagement for 
flervice for ~ period of not less than twelve months, 
then if-

la) rrhe snm of five pounds has been p~dd by his 
Jirst employer to the immigration agent. to 
defray the cost of his return passage; or 

fbl That sum has been paid by his then Ia.st em
ployer to a former employer under the provisions 
of this section ; 

tile snm so paid shall be recouped by the new employer 
to the next preceding employer by whom it was so paid 

1'Ir. BLACK said he believed the object of 
the clause was to, as far as possible, compel the 
islanders to go home at the expiration of their 
agreements, and he agreed with the principle 
which WM sought to be arrived at, by to a 
certain extent making it penal for a second 
employer to induce a labourer to remain in the 
colony until he had incurred the penalty of £5, 
which had been paid by the previous employer. 
He thought that the clause would be better if 
the words " for a period of not less than 
twelve months" were struck out. He did not 
see why the second employer should not be 
equally liahle whether the term of his :tgreement 
was six, ten, or eleven months ; for the first 
employer had not only introduced the islan<ler, 
but had made >m efficient servant of him. 
Perhaps the Premier would say what he thought 
of the suggestion, and whether he would 
consent to the words being left out. 

The PRBMIJ~R said he h:tcl no objection to 
:tccept the hon. gentleman's amendment, and omit 
the words. The object of the clause was not so 
much to drive islanders out of the colony as to 
do what was fair between employers. 

Mr. BLACK moved that the words " for a 
1J8l'iod of not less than twelve months " be 
mitted. 
:'IIr. SCOTT said he woul<l like to know how 

Lhe amendment would affect time-expired 
islanders. If a man chose to employ a time
expired kanaka for a week or a few clays, 
itccording to the clause as proposed to be 
amended he would be liable to pay £1\, in 
addition to whatever wages he would h:tve to 
pay. He did not think that would work at all. 

'rhe P REMIR ft said the only isbnders to whom 
the section would apply were those at present 
nnder engage1nent, or who Inight co1ne under 
tmgagement. It would only operate in respect 
to the futnre. ·when any islander finished his 
three year~' :{er \'ice hif:: eu1ployerwas bound tu pay 
hi:; ll''· .. age back to the i.,:bnds, or pay £:, to the 
immigration agent. If the iolander did not go 

away, but remained in the colony, his next 
employer must pay the £5. The clause did not 
apply to time-expired islanders. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said the matter was not 
very clear, because the word "islander" covered 
all islanders, whether time-expired or other
wise. He thought it should be made clear 
that the clause did not apply to time-expired 
islanders. It was quite possible that there were 
time-expired islanders under engagement at the 
present time-such, for instance, as the islnnder in 
the employ of the hon. the Colonial Treasm·er ; 
and it should be !llade perfectly clear that the 
clanse did not apply to time-expired hl:tnders. 

The PRKMIE R said the original employer 
was not bound to pay the £5, except in the case 
of an islander under his first three years' engagP
rnent. After the three ye,.trs' engagement 
expired he was under no obligation to pa.y the 
return passage, but the transferee from him 
would be bound to pay the £5. 

Mr. SCOTT said the first employer was to pay 
£5, and the second employer was to pay the first. 
According to that, it was perfectly clear that if 
a man employerl a kanaka whose time had ex
pired he would h>tve to pay £5, although he only 
employed him an hour. It would work Yery 
badly indeed. 

The PREMIER Sitid it would certainly pre
vent the indiscriminate employment of kanalms 
after the expiration of the first three years for 
short periods. 

A me,,sage from the Governor having been 
announced, the CHAIR~u::-;- left the chair and the 
House resumed. 

ASSENT TO BILL. 
The SPEAIC:ER informed theHou;;e that he 

had recei vecl a message from His Excellency the 
Governor, assenting in the name of Her JY1ajesty 
to a Bill to repeal the Hailway Companies 
Preliminary Act of 1880. 

PACIFIC ISLAND L"\BOUREHS AC'r 
A;}IENDYI:ENT BILL. 

The Committee resumed. 
Mr. ARCHElt asked whether the £5 would 

have to be paid for tho'e who were already 
time-expired islanders, or only for those who 
\Vere now under original engagement. There 
1night be rnany n1en who were under engagmuent, 
but not their original engagen1ent. \Vould it 
only apply to those who were now under original 
engagmnent? 

The PJlEI\iiBH : Yes, or those who might 
come under original engagement. 'rhe ~penttion 
of the clause was not retrospective. It related 
only to those islanders of whom it could be said 
that at the expimtion of their original engage
ment they entered upon a fresh term of service, 
and that, concurrently, the employer paid the 
immigration agent £5. It could only operate 
in the future in respect of islanders now under 
service, or who ce~me to the colony afterwards 
and entered upon an original engageinent. 

Mr. MORKHEAD said he understood that it 
applied only to those who entered service under 
schedule G. 

The PHEMIEE: Yes, or who may hereafter 
become employed under that schedule. 

Amendment agreed to. 
(~uestion-That the new clause, as a!llentled, 

otanclpart of the Bill-·vnt. 
Mr. MOREHE .. \D said that if the lwn. 

gentlen1an would insert the word:-; '• under 
schedule G" after the word "service" it would 
make the matter perfectly clear. 

ThePRnMIKR said it wonld onlY nccm in the 
Hrst engagenwnt o£ any islander; there wa,::, no 
necessity for the amendment. I;t was only the 
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first employer who p~id the £!), ~nd the cl~use 
did not ~pvly to anyone elKe. 'rhe first employer 
had to ptty .£5 to the immigr~tion agent to pro
vide for the return of the islander; but he was 
the only person who paid it. 

Mr. SCOTT said the first employer paid the 
£:), but the clause said th~t the second employer 
should recoup that £15 to the first employer, even 
if he only employed him for a few hours. 

The PREMU:R said that was according to 
the :tmendment of the hon. member for l'!Iackay. 
·with respect to the objection of the hon. member 
for Balonne, he would point out that an eng:tgc
lJlent must be under the form of schedule G. 

),Ir. MOREH"EAD : Then I understand the 
engagen1ent Hlust he under the fonu of 
sclwdule G '? 

The PRKl\HER : Yes. 
Clause, as amended, put and pa>lsed. 
On cbuse 3-" Officers of labour ships :tnd re

cmiting agents to be approved by the Minister"-
::\1r. ARCHEll said he certainly agreed with 

the hon. g·entleman, that it W>LS advisable th:tt 
IH:tst.ers and agents ought to be approved by the 
Ouvernment ; but the hon. g-entleman did not 
know what cliflkulty he was putting- himself into 
by 1 )as sing such a clan se. 

'L'he PREMIER: I do, iw:leed. 
J\Ir. AHCHER said the hon. gentleman must 

acknowledge that he had already appointed some 
agents to recruiting ships, and also Governrnent 
ttgent~, who were no rnore fit to be Governrnent 
agents than they were to be commanders in the 
British navy. He knew personally that he had 
done Ho, _and would inform him privately of those 
cases. He perfectly endorsed the hon. gentle
man's object in bringing forward the clause ; but 
could assure him that the Government was the 
worRt person, or rather, he "\Vould say, corporation, 
that could select any person for an office of 
that kind. They tlid not know the men, and 
their political friends could bring pressure to 
bear upon them, without their knowing anything 
~bout them at all. They were quite unable to 
properly decide upon the appointment of recruit
ing agents ; and also upon that of Government 
agent, which reqnired a far higher standard of 
men. He agreed perfectly with the clause, but 
believed that it would only lead to the worst people 
being appointed. 

The PEET\IIRR said he should be very much 
indebted to the hon. gentleman if he would tell 
him anything against any of the Government 
~gents who had been recently appointed. He was 
aware of the difficulty there would be in working 
the clause; but he already required information 
as to the character of masters, mates, and re
cruiting agents before he signed a license, and 
!f that could not be produced he would not sign 
1t. He was aware that the Government might 
be imposed upon, and he should be indebted to 
the hon. member if he would give him informa
tion with regard to any ag-ent who had been 
appointed. It was very difficult to obt~in proper 
persons. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said that the present was 
not an inopportune time to ask the Premier 
whether it was true that Mr. Duffield had been 
sent down to the South Sea Islands to report on 
the labour trade? 

The PREMIRR : He has been gazetted as a 
Governn1ent a,gent. 

Mr. MOREHBAD said he assumed, then, 
th<tt Mr. Duffield had not received a special 
:cppointment to report on the labour traffic. 

The PRJ.,;MIE!~: Certainly not. 
Ulause pn,f;:.:;ed a~ pr)nted. 
On cl:tusb 4-" Persd!l.s employed in bhour 

~hips t'o b•; paid fixed wag-es''--

Mr. BLACK s~id he had previously pointetl 
out that that clause would prevent wasters of 
ships going to the islands at all if they happened 
to be part owners. 

The PREMIER: Oh, no. 
Mr. BLACK said the clause provided that-
" No person shall pay or give, or agree to pay or give' 

to the master of any ship employed in carrying passen
gers from the Pacific Islands to Queensland, or any other 
person employed thereon, any sum of money or othet· 
valuable consideration, the amount whereor is depen
dent either i.n whole or in part upon the number of 
passengers conveyed to Queensland: But the remunera
tion o! the master of every such ship, and of eve1·y 
other person employed thereon, shall be at a fixed rate, 
either for the voyage, or dependent wholly upou the 
time occupied in the voyage." 
It seemed to him that the captain of a ship, being 
part owner, as many of them were, would come 
within the scope of the clause, because hiN 
remuneration undoubtedly depended upon the 
number of passengers he brought. The next 
section of the clause stated that-

" If the provisions of this section are violated in 
l'Piipect of any ship, whether by the owner, charterer, 
or a.ny othe1· person, the ship, her tackle, apparel, and 
furniture, shall be forfeited to Her :Majesty, and the 
person offending shall also be liable to a penalty of one 
hundred pounds." 
Many shipowners, wishing to enter into the trade 
in a perfectly legitimate manner, and anxious to 
go down themselves to see that the trade was 
properly carried out, would be prevented by that 
clause from doing so. He thought, therefore, that 
the following addition should be made to it :-

That nothing heroin contained shall affect the 
remuneration which a master of any such ship, being a 
part owner thereof, may be entitled to for his share in 
such ship. 
That would exempt a master who w:ts also ~ 
part owner from the operation of the clause. 

The PREMIER said the clause was not intended 
to interfere with such persons. Surely, when the 
master was also part owner they would not speak 
of his share in the profits of the voyage as part 
of his p~y! He did not look upon that as re
muner<1tion for managing the ship, whether 
afloat or ashore-it was profit and not remu
neration. The object of the clause was to stop 
the paying of head-money, which was just as 
bad as kidnapping. He proposed to limit the 2nd 
section of the clause by inserting the word 
" master " after " charterer," and the words 
" employed thereon" after ''person." 

Mr. MACROS SAN said the object of the clause 
seemed to be to prevent the master of 11 ship from 
filling his vessel with as many passenger~ as he 
could get, and as quickly as possible. It would 
be a simple matter for the owners to give the 
captain a share in the profits, and it would 
immediately become his interest to get passengers 
just as much as if he got head-mouey. He was 
afraid, therefore, that that object would be 
defeated, and that they would only be multiply
ing provisions that were of no avail. 

ThePRE:iYliEE said he did not think the head
money to the captain wastheworstfeature. \Vorse 
still w:ts the head-money to the recruiting agent. 

Mr. MOUEHEAD asked the Premier what 
construction he put upon the words " or other 
valuable consideration"? 

The PREMIER said the words meant :tny
thing of value given by way of a present, such as 
land, or a house, or a piano, or a. gold watch. 

Mr. ARCHEE said it would be :tlmost im
possible for anyone to prove that the master hat! 
received " valuable conRideration" from the 
owners for filling his vessel mpidly. 

'rhe PREMIER said he fully 1·ecognised that, 
but the penalty had been made so severe that it 
was not worth a man';; while to run the risk t•f 
being foun<l out. 
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Mr. MACROSSAN said he would point out 
to the hon. Premier that the captain of a ship 
might raise a man's wages above the ordinary 
wages given to sailors engaged on such vessels, 
and the sailor might afterwards swear that he 
got it for doing what the clause was intended to 
prevent, and so bring the captain under the 
operation of the clause. 

The PREMIER said that sailors' wages were 
provided for by the Merchant Shipping Act, and 
were entered on the ship's articles. If a sailor 
got more than he was entered fo•· on the 
articles, it would be very good evidence as to 
what he got it for. 

Mr. BLACK said he hoped the Premier 
would accept the amendment to the clause he 
had suggested. As it at present stood he con
sidered the clause opened up considerable doubt 
:ts to whether a master being part owner did not 
render himself liable to its penalties. His ob
ject was merely to affirm that a master being 
part owner should not therefore be liable to those 
heavy penalties. The hon. gentleman said that it 
was not intended that he should come under the 
clause. But that was not clear at present, unless 
the hon. Premier altered the wording of the 
clause. 

The PREMIER said he had no objection to the 
hon. gentleman's amendment, if it were to the 
effect that the mere fact of a master being part 
owner would not be sufficient to bring him under 
the section. 

Mr. BEATTIE said that the fact of a captain 
being part owner would not bring him under the 
clause. Suppose there were three persons own
ing a ship, n,nd one was master of it, the amount 
of remuneration he was to receive as master 
would have to be entered on the articles of the 
vessel; but if, in addition, they were to give 
him a bonus for every nigger he caught, that of 
course would bring him under the clause. 

Mr. MACROSSAN asked if the clause would 
prevent a ship being worked in that trade on 
the co-operative principle? 

The PREMIER said he presumed the hon. 
gentleman referred to the case of ships being 
worked on a "lay," like a whaler was often 
worked ; but surely no hon. member would 
imagine a ship going to the South Seas and the 
crew getting so much for every boy they caught. 
The clause would certainly prevent it. 

Mr. MORE HEAD said he was sure no mem
ber of the Committee agreed with the principle 
of "head-money." He certainly did not believe 
in it, but he did not think the clause as it stood 
would attack that. It would, he thought, still 
exist in a more aggravating form, and the law 
would not reach it. 

Question put and passed. 
On the motion of the PREMIER, the clause 

was further amended by the insertion of the 
words "employed thereon" after the word " per· 
son" in the 11th line. 

Mr. BLACK moved the addition of the follow
ing words to follow the clause :-

Nothing herein contained shall affect the remuneration 
to which a master of any such ship, being part owner 
thereof, maybe entitled as his share of the remuneration 
of !'UCh ship. 

The PREMIER said that what he understoocl 
the hon. member to intend was, tha,t the mere 
fact of a master of a ship being part owner 
should not he sufficient to bring him under the 
operation of the section. To that extent he 
went with the hon. member, but that was 
otlready provided for by the elame, as had been 
already pointed out by the hon. member for 
Fortitude Valley. The remuneration of every 
person employed in the ship was stated in tl1e 
:trticles, whetheT they '"ere paid by the month 

or by the voyage, and any further remuneration 
than that mentioned in the articles would be a 
reason for the operation of the clause. The 
share in the profits which a master who wa" 
part owner got was no part of his remunemtion 
as master. , 

Mr. STEVENS said he thought the clause 
explicit enough, as he could not see how the 
profits made by a master as part owner could be 
called part of his remuneration as master. 

Amendment put and negativerl. 
Clause, as amended, put and passed. 
Cbuse 5-" Detailed statement of accounts to 

be sent in"-pnt and passed. 
On clause 6-" Firearms or mnnmnition nut tn 

be supplied to islanders "-
Mr. SCOTT asked whether that was meant 1.<J 

apply to other places, or only to Queensland·~ 
The PREMIJUt said they could only legislate 

for their own colony. He intended shortly to frame 
regulations for the guidance of Government agents, 
and one of the instruction• would be that in the 
event of firearms being taken on Loard by the 
master of the ship at any island, the Go\'ernment 
agent should immediately order the ship to •·etnrn 
to Queensland. 

Clause pat and passed. 
Clause 7-" Islanders not to he employed ex· 

cept in tropical or semi-tropical agriculture "
put and negatived. 

The PREMII~R moved the following clause 
as a substitute for clause 7 :-

FriJm and after the first day of July, 1884., it shall not 
be lawful to empLoy an.v islandet• except under an agree~ 
ment for service attested as hereinbefore provided, 
nor except in tropical or semi-tropical agricnltn1·e. 

Mr. BAILJ<~Y said he wished the Premier 
would inform hon. members whether maize wa 
included in '' smni-tropical agriculture?'' 

'rhe PHBMI:ER said he did not know where 
maize orig·inally came from ; hut he believed from 
North America. He did not think it was semi
tropical agriculture. 

Mr. MOREHEAD asked the hon. gentleman 
whether he thought potatoes ought to be in
cluded in semi-tropical agriculture? 

The PREMIER: No. 
Mr. MOREHEAD said he thought they were 

semi-tropical. Sweet potatoes were semi-tropical 
agriculture, and so was maize. He did not see 
why the small farmers should be deprived of the 
use of kanalms. 

Mr. BAILEY proposed the following amend
ment to the clause :-

Any ]_)erson may employ a time-exvired islan(lcr 
for agricultural worli:, provided his place of employmPnt 
is within two miles of ~L municipality, and that t lw 
agreement be for not less than twelve months, aud he 
assented to by the t1istriet Polync;5ian inspeetor. 
Those were the three safe>;uards for pr<>tecting 
the public interests from the evils complained nf. 
:First of all, they were not to be allowed to work 
on farms within two miles of any municipality. 
In this way they would not be likely to tronhl" 
the townspeople. Then, in the next place, tlw 
agreement l1eing for not less than the tweh-,· 
months, there would l>e less rbk nf there being 
a vagrant class of islanders wamlering throng], 
the country seeking· work; and, then, ha \'in:; 
all the agreement.< assented to by the inspeetm·, 
there was a guarantee that the inspectors of th" 
time-expired islanders would always see tha-t 
their wages were safe. \Vith those safpguardx·--· 
if the Premier woulrl consent to them-all tlw 
causes of complaint they had heard so much of 
lately would be removed, and they would a],,, 
a\'oi<l confining i.-,htrHler~ to the one en1ployn1enL. 

The l'REJIIIIER said the >tmendment did not 
define whnt "time-expirerl islanden:" were, 'Tl<P. 
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only way in which the restriction could be carried 
out, as he had before explained, was by a penal 
provision, and then they lutd to conoider how 
they were going to pnnish offenders. Unless 
they defined what wa•, a "time-expired islander" 
and provided a simple mude of proof, the 
prosecutions would break dowu. He under
took last week to introduce a clause to distinguish 
time-expired islanclers~thoc;e who had been in the 
colony some time, and might]~<; said to be clomiciled 
here-from others. He did not know what the 
hnn. uwn1ber rneant by '' tirne-expired iRlanders. 1' 

Did he mean all those who had finiohcd their 
three years' eugagernent? If he di(l~ then the 
result of the amendment would be to spread 
i8landers all over the colony. 

1Ir. BAILEY said he looked upon a time
expired isbnder as one who had served his 
three years on n plantation. If he did not 
choose to return to the isla,ndn, or to re-engage 
on a pbntation, then he should be allowed to 
engn,ge on n, fann. He thought that fanners 
ought to have the opportunity of employing 
men who had lettrnt how to work. 

M:r. KELLETT said he thought the object of 
the Bill was to restrict kanakas to plftntations. 
The amendment would give them a large di,;tri
lmtion through the country. But he went 
further, and "aid that, if a farmer could employ 
an isbnder, then anybody should be able to do 
so. He did not see why the sugar-planters 
[clone should be allowed to employ them. He 
thought th.at if they went as far as the Bill 
)Jroposed it was quite as much as they could do 
at present. If they allowed farmers to employ 
Llack labour, inste::v.l of restricting it, they 
would be spreading it by allowing it to be em
ployed all over the country. He would like to 
see a clause inserted to provide that on some 
clay, which cnukl be easily fixed, no more 
kanakas should be imported into (lueensland ; 
and he thought it very advisable that such a 
date should be fixed in the Bill, because the 
amendment proposed was an indication of the 
evil way in which the employment of black 
labour would extend in the colony. UnlecJs that 
was done there would very soon be so many 
kanrtkas in the country, and so many per~ons 
intere,;ted in them, tlmt it would be impoosible 
tu restrict them, and they would have the black
fellows all over the colony. He would be very 
sorry to see the amendment mtrried, because he 
]Jelievecl it would be a step in the wron:.; direc-
tion. c 

1\Ir. ISAMBEllT said that the amemlment 
proposecl by the hem. memLer for Wide Bay 
would nullify many pmts of the amencling 
Bill. In the abstract the hem. gentleman was 
perfectly cnrrect. Jf the sugar-phmter was 
permittecl the privilege of employing cheap and 
reliable colourecl labour, why ohonld not other 
employers be able to do the same ? Sugar 
was acknowledged to be one of the most profit
able kinds of agricultuml produce, and, if 
ehtmp 1·eliable labour was necessary fm · it, 
how 1nuch rnore necessary ·was it for maize, 
that was not so profitable? That was 
an ah,;tract view of the measure, but 
they were not legislating for injustice, and 
every law, whether in the Acts or regula
tions, reluth1g to coloured labour was a 
htw of injustice. Every line was injustice 
and comjml>sion. and the })ill before t.hern 
did not propose to act justly. It simply pro
posed to confine and narrow down the injustice, 
and the evil exi,;ting. They wanted to confine a 
wrong \vhich they could not help now existing, 
:tnd in that way to make it gmclually le,;s, The 
amendment which was proposed would be most 
mischievous. The hon. member for Fassifern, 
~vho ho.fl suggested ~ontething siwihH i~o it Rome 

days ago, was soundly rated by his constituents, 
who were very angry with him for doing so. It 
was impossible to deal out justice in the matter, 
whatever Bills they brought in. All they could 
do was to cnnfine the wrong, and narrow it 
down as much as possible. 

Mr. BAILEY said he was afraid that the hon. 
gentleman hardly unclerstnod what he meant by 
his amendment. They had the labour existing 
in the colony, and there were plenty of time
expired men to whom alone he proposed to give 
that freedom. \Vould the hon. gentleman say 
that those men should be slaves altogether? It 
was almost condemning them to semi-slavery by 
confining them to two kinds of work, and would 
the hon. gentleman say that they were to be 
wholly slaves? Some of the men he spoke 
of had their time expired for over six or 
even ten months, and were working for 
people about the colony. "Were they to be 
driven back to the plantations? He was sorry 
to find that Southern members knew so little of 
the way farmers worked north of Brisbane, and 
the disadvanta"es under which they laboured. 
They had no reliable or cheap labour. Nearly all 
they had was unreliable untrained labour, which 
they had to make the best of. They had to employ 
men at the highest rate of wages who did not 
know how to work, and that at the time when 
distress was caused by the drought. They had 
to compete with black labour, for the planters 
grew maize on one side of the fence, with the 
gre.::tt ad vantage of being able to employ that 
kind of labour, while the farmers who grew it on 
the other side of the fence could not employ that 
labour, and yet hac! to compete with those 
planters. He could not see the objection to 
the amendment, without which the time-expired 
men, whom they were supposed to treat as free 
men, would be condemned to downright slavery. 

Mr. BLACK said they were gradually ap
proaching the inevitable consequence of the 
climatic conditions of the country. Black labour 
was the only description of h1bour which woul<l 
make agriculture profitable to those engaged in 
it, and that would be more and more recognised 
every year. He could not see why farmers who 
could not do without black labour should be 
handicapped and crippled year after year in 
their struggles through the want of it. In no 
place was this more exemplified than in the dis
trict of Rosewoocl. He had seen the farmers 
there atte1npting to gro\v ~mgar, with ahnost 
every condition to make their efforts a success, 
but they were simply crippled for the want of 
proper labour to make the industry the success 
it should be. The residents of Rosewood were 
for the most part Germans, who obtained ::tll 
their information from the German Press ; and 
he was sorry to say that they had been system
atically misled by that Press, and by theie 
repreoentative in the House. 

Mr. ISAMBEHT : It is not true. 
Mr. BLACK said he was only expressing hi.-. 

opinion on the matter, and he was quite sure 
that the prosperity of the district would be 
assured when they recognised the fact that black 
labour was the only kind of labour which would 
make their planting profitable. He believed the 
time would come when that would be recognised 
all o\·er the country. 

Mr. ISA:YIBEltT said that during the present 
session they appeare<l to have departed from the 
usunJ practice with regard to Bills. They were 
brought forward, read a second time; then 
they got a double second reading in committee, 
and the discussion raised by the hon. member 
for M:ackay was simply opening up the whole 
question again. The object of that hon. member 
was to benefit men of capital and limit and 
re<tnce thB :p>phyment· <:i white people ; hut 
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that was what the country had condemned, so 
there waR no diRctmsion to be raisnd again on it. 
He could inform the hon. member that if the !lose
wood had been nice open plains of the best descrip
tion, and cheap labour had been admitted there, 
there would be only two or three rich men where 
there were now hundreds and thousands. If the 
farmers of the Rosewood had been permitted to 
employ black labour, not one-tenth of the national 
we11lth would have been created that there had 
been. Black labour was only used in speculative 
agriculture where a few got rich, and was labour 
that no one could interpret aH otherwise than 
slavery. vVith reg11rd to the produce grown not 
being profitable enough, he could tell the hon. 
member that the farmers there employed the 
cheapest labour existing. They employed their 
own, and by doing so they had become in
dependent ; they were well off ; their pro
perty got value ; and they created infinitely 
grertter natural wealth than was possible in the 
Mackay district with all its sugar-planters. 
vVith regard to the people being misled, he 
could inform the hon. member that such was not 
the case. They were led rightly when they fell 
in with the majority of right-minded and liberty
loving fellow colonists; and if such syllogisms, 
such falsehoods, were advanced in the German 
paper as were advanced in other papers in the 
colony, they would not be believed, because the 
people had too much sound common uense. An 
English writer of the highest eminence, in speak
ing of the land laws of different countries, 
hacl said that the settlement of farmers on 
small areas produced an amount of ednc11-
tion amongst the masses which no amount 
of schooling in I<~ngland could give, and th11t 
England was about 100 years behind the 
education of those countries that had those bnd 
laws. In travelling over :France, farmers might 
be found who could neither 1'ead nor write who 
had more education th11n many a learned man 
in England. 

]'.fr. GIUMES said the hon. member for 
Mackay took every opportunity of preaching the 
doctrine that the only proper labour to be 
employed was black labour. But the Southern 
planters did not admit the truthfulness of that 
doctrine. The hon. member said he pitied the 
Southern farmers, because they had every facility 
for carrying on agriculture with the exception 
of one thing-that they had not the proper sort of 
labour-cheap 1·eliable labour. Now he (Mr. 
Orimes) knew a good deal about Southern 
farmers, and he could tell the hon. gentleman 
that they pitied the Northern planters for 
not knowing Europeans better, and not 
encouraging white men more than they did. 
They really pitied them to see them work
ing away with ten blackfellows, when two white 
men could do the same work. There was a 
large amount of pity of that kinrl existing he 
could assure the hmi. member. vVith reference 
to the amendment of the hon. member fur \Vide 
.lhy, he thought that the definition "tropical and 
se1ni-tropical agriculture, productions, and fruit " 
would certainly include maize. He did not see 
why it should not; and he thought they would go 
further than that. He saw nothing in the clause 
to prevent a person who established an orangery, 
ur a banana, or pine-apple plantation, employing 
kanakas, as all those productions would come 
within the definition in the Bill. He thought it 
would be rather dangerous for the hon. member 
for vVide Bay to pass the amendment. He would 
uain nothing by it, and if they admitted that maize 
~hould be considered a semi-tropical product, the 
Northern planters would certainly go in for it. 

Mr. BAILEY : They do now. 
Mr. GRIMES: As sugar got cheaper, and 

the dem~.nd for maize increased in the 

J'\ orth, the planters there would be sure to 
grow it as an intermediate or rotation cro)J, 
instead of planting sngar season ::tfter seaHon ; and 
he thought that if the hon. member l1ad any 
desire to' see the farmer of the \Vide Bay di.otrict 
progress he would not press the amendment. 

l\lr. MOI~EHKAD said it had been said of a 
Roman empel'Or that, noticing the difference of 
opinion that existed amongst people of the same 
profession, he said, "How these Christians love 
one another"; and he (Mr. J\Iorehead) thonght the 
same might be said of agriculturists, for they had 
a nice triangular duel going on between the hon. 
members for Oxley, \Vide Bay, and l\Iackay. 
For his own p11rt he thought the amendment 
improperly worded, the wmds " time-expired" 
not appearing in any portion of the Bill, and 
therefore having no meaning as far as the Bill was 
concerned. He thought, however, that what ha<l 
fallen from the hon. member for Wide Bay 
rerruired a oTeat deal more consideration than 
appeared to 1Je given to it by some hon. members, 
and notably the hon. member for .Rose wood, who 
evidently thought he was still a German, am! 
foro-ot that if he was he could not be a member 
of tl1at House-that unless he was an Englishman 
he could not hold a seat in that House. And yet 
he got up and extolled the education of Germcmy 
as ag·ainst that of Englishmen. He (Mr. More
head) did not think that the hon. member would 
g·e.t many members of the Committee to symvathise 
with him in that course of conduct. He hoped the 
h<m. member for \Vide Bay would not abandon 
his amendment, but that he would so shape it 
that it might be imertecl in the Bill, perhaps as 
an amendment on the next clause. He waH sm·e 
that if he did so he would get a good de a I of 
support from both sides of the Committee. The 
hon. the .Premier had said that mai"e was nut a 
tropical production, but he (Mr. Moreheacl) was 
prepared to prove that it was. On referring to 
the " Encyclop::edia Britannica " he found it 
stated:-

"It IS not 1<nown iu the native state, Uut is most pro
bably indigenous to tropieal America." 
vVith the hon. member for \Vide Bay, he really 
did not see why such things should exist as did 
exist about 11aryborough--a sngar-planter on 
one side of a fence growing maize by n1eans of 
cheap coloured labour, and on the other a farmer 
cultivating it by dear white labour. It was ''" 
anomaly that should be set right. He did :wt 
see that it in any way affected the great rruestwn 
of the employment or non-employment of kanaka 
labour. If it was good in one case it \Vns good 
in the other, and any amendment would hiLve his 
support that served out the Fame sm-t of sauce 
to the goose as to the gander. 

Mr. SMYTH said that he could not agree with 
theargumentofthe leader of the Opposition. 'rhe 
hon. member for \Vide Bay said that fa1·mers 
grew corn on one side of the fence with white 
labour, and planterN gTe\V rnaize on the othe1· 
side with cheap black labour, which was an 
injustice. The farmers on the Downs could 
bring their maize down by rail to the market, 
but the fanners in the l'\ orthern districts had 
not that advantage. In the \Vide Bay district 
he knew places where kanakas took the place 
of white men, and where they were doing <1!1 
kinds of work. He did not see where the line 
was to be drawn between the planter am.! 
farmer. The vlanter ought to be allowed to 
grow maize to p1·oYide bilnself-for hiR o\vn con~ 
snmption, but not for nmrket. The leader 
of the Opposition tried to show th:<t maize 
11nd potatoes were tropical productions. They 
knew verv well that both maize and potatoes 
grew better down South than they did up North, 
where they grew under great disadvantages. In 
Bunchtberg maize did not grow well, mul lH• 
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thought the fnrther they went North the more 
un"'1cce:,sful that production wonlrl be. l\Ittize 
oug·ht to !Je excluded. It wtts better tlmt the 
farmer should get Gd. or (!cl. UlOl'e and hctve it 
grown by white labour. 

The Hox. R B. SHJ~UIDAN said it seemed 
to him to depend not so much upon what the 
production was as the locality where it was 
grown. :Maize was a tropicttl production, and 
S\veet potatoes were a. tropical production ;-in 
fact, the sweet potato was not n )Jotato at all; 
it was a convolvulus ;~and the question to he 
amended was~\Vhere is the line to he drawn 
between tropical an cl semi. tropic:tl agriculture? 
He thought the r1uestion was rather the line 
to be drawn as to locality than what was 
grown there, bec.cnse no matter where the dace 
was, in the tropics or out of them, the same 
natural productions would be grown. Potatoes 
could be grown within the tropics, so could maize. 
l'otntoes could be grown almost up to the Arctic 
regiont;, and n1a,ize conlU be ea~i1y grown in Italy 
and partf:) of England. The queHtion was one 
as to loc:clity entirely, >encl where the line shoulcl 
be drawn within which kanalms were to be 
eml'loyed. 

Mr. STl~VENS said he did not see how the 
amendment could be part of the Bill at ::tll. It 
wa,; perfectly oppot<eLl to the spirit of it. The 
intention of the Bill "·"s to confine coloured 
bbour to a certain chtss of work, and if the 
amendment were admitted it would simply 
extend the field for ktmaka labour, and they 
would have the old cry over and over again. 
VVith regard tu 1naize grown on the planter's side 
of the fence, he thought it was in ne<wly all cases 
grown for the u:;e of the planter himself--for feed 
for his horse:-:;. ~o far as he knew, the corn wa::~ 
never sent to market to compete with hcrmers 
lmt kept for the planter's own use. ' 

Mr. MIDGL:F~Y said he dissented entirely 
from the definition of the question which had 
been stated by the hon. member for Logan. The 
question hefore the electors w:1s not that coloured 
labour should he limited to :;ug·ar-planters, but that 
it should be diminished and adjusted. He did 
not rem1en1ber ever hearing a word, so far as he 
waR concerned, in favour of granting that kind 
of labour entirely to sugar-planters~giving them 
every facility for procuring it and monopolisino· 
it, to the exclusion of all others. 'rhe position wa';; 
rather thi,;~they had been tolerated in Queens
land in agriculture because of the trying climate, 
aml he contended that the simple CLnd straight· 
forward w:ty to have solved the <lifficulty would 
have been to :tllow the Polynesians, while they 
we1~e 111 the colony, to be engaged in any kind of 
agncultuml pursmts. After all, hemaintttined that 
trorical agri~ulture was not the qne~tion~ or sugar, 
or nee, or spwes. It was a question of latitude~a 
question of heat aml trying climate. He thouccht 
thn,t the s.implest and most satisfactory solutim~ of 
the questwn would have been to have decided that 
while those men were in the place they should be 
coufined to agricultural work, and 'that exclu
sively. To begin with, the thing was clas,; 
legislation. But chopping up, and dividing, ttnd 
subdividing agriculture, and saying tlutt certain 
agriculturists should have them and that cer
tain ones should not, was carrying the matter 
too far. He need hardly repeat what he said on a 
previous occasion, that his sympathies were with 
the views of the hon. member for \Vide Bay. He 
d!d not see !'ny reason for receding from those 
vwws, or bemg ashamed or afraid of the position 
he had taken up. He did it conscientiously and 
honestly. If members on his side were to speak 
]Ut<t as they thought on the matter, there would 
be a rnajority in favour of allowing those ruen, if 
they were to be allowed at all, to he employed by 
farmers as well as by other". He hn,d spoken to 

some constituents of the hon. member for Stanley 
on the subj eet, and one elector from there told him 
distinctly that in some places where those suh
jects cmpped up it was distinctly umler:;toud ;~ 
he could mention the name of the elector~::\lr. 
\Vhite, a plodding, honest fttrmer ;~it 'ms dis
tinctly understood that, if that class of labour 
was to be allowed, farmers were to have the use 
of it as >\'ell as the sugar·planters. He was 
talking to another member when the hem. 
rnen1ber for }{m.:;ewood 'vaB speaking, a.nd juRt 
canght something which he inferred refened 
to him, that he had heen the subject of :1 
gl'eat deal of castigation. He wa.s not awal'e 
of any castigation at all. He might have 
been _castigated in the G errnan paper, but 
unfortunately he did not read German. He 
was not aware of the Rlightest castigation of any 
kind. Not one of his constituents lmrl ever 
written or spoken to him on the subject 
dissenting from what he had rlone; on the 
contrary, so far as he had any intimation 
at all from his constituents, they approved of 
the )Josition he had taken up. He should far 
nether support putting a termination to the in· 
traduction of those men into the colony. It 
would be far more satisfactory, and more like 
a solution of the question, than voting for their 
being allowed to sugar-planters to the exclusion 
of farm8l·J. There was another a:;pect of the 
question which must be noticed. He v-as not 
well up in the statistics of the colony in reference 
to the subject, but so far as his personal ob:;er
vation went he noticed the fact, which would 
be corroboratert by the statistics, that agricul
ture was, if anything. on the decrease in tbe 
colony, except sug-ar·planting. He knew that 
where years ago there used to be paddock after 
paddock, and scores and hundreds of acres under 
cultivation, they were totally neglected and 
allowed to go to g-rass. If it went to a 1·ote 
he ;;hould vote with the hon. member for \Vide 
Bay, and would vote for the limitation of the 
introduction of kanakas ; not for the sugar· 
planter to have a monopoly of them to the ex
clusion of the farmer. 

Mr. l\H~LLOR said that during his election 
he never pledged himself to support anything of 
the kind proposed. He had alw;oys been opposed 
to employing South Sea Ishtnd labour outside 
plantations. There was no doubt th:tt farmers 
were as much entitled to that kind of labom· a:; 
sugar-planters, lmcl more m; but that would 
only result in the increase of coloured lnbour 
year by year. If they intended to increase the 
introduction of coloured labour, they ought at 
once to knock off the Immigration vote, for it 
vnu; worse tha,n absurd to Hpend large ~tuns in 
bringing out imn1igrant:5 and then to introduce 
South Sea Islanders to compete again:;t them. 

Mr. MAOFARLAKE said the amendment 
would have a very poor chance of being carried. 
No doubt it would find some supporters on his 
side, and a good many on the other. If hon. mem
bers on the Government side would remember 
what they were sent there for at the late elec· 
tions, he did not think any of them could SlllJ· 
port the amendment. \Vhile at the general 
election it was no doubt intended to agitate for 
the reduction of black labour, it was also intended 
to, as soon as pos,ible, di><pense with it altogether. 
A,Jd while no hon. member could logically argue 
against the amendment~ that the farmer had as 
good a right to black labourasthesugar-planter~ 
yet it was not a matter of logic but of expedi
ency. They wCLnted to get rid of black labour a>" 
quickly as possible, and in the meantime to 
reduee the amount of it coming into the colony. 
But if they adopted the logical ground that the 
fm·mer had as mnch right to black labom 
D,s tlm c;ugar·pl~,nter, where were they tu 
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stop? If they g-r:mtccl it to f:mncrs, they 
rnnst gt'Pllt it to everyone who cho:-.e to apply 
for it. It wonld not be just tu gr.·.nt it to the 
fanners at, :-::ay, ::\LarJ·l)(H'ot1gh, m1d rufn~8 to 
grant it to the bt·rners ctt Ipswich m· the 
])m·ling })owns. As a 1natter of expediency 
they :.aid, "He<lucn the tmflic ''" quickly as 
you cctn, and keep it con6ned to the canefields." 
It had been sngget-~ted--and he quite agTee(l 
with the sugge:-:;tion-that a thue lhnit i-ihonld 
be pnt to the introduction of coloured l:tbmtl'. 1f 
thrtw ot· five yen1·~ were allowed, the ... m.~ .. !;<"t,r
plantmt< would have that intel'Val i11 which 
to pm vide other ln.honr. K eithe1· he nor auy 
other hon. rntnnber ]w.,cl auv intention to hnrt 
the sngat· inclustry, but he 'thought thnt, if the 
planterR were allo\n;d tin~ year~; to wor·k off 
their pre:-;ent labour and emplu.y n..uother cla~s. 
it wt'" '"much "'" they could in all f.til'llt'.' '"k 
for. }{e \Vonld not :--:np]lort thl' rtnlmHhnent~ 
nnU snggef.;tetl that the hun. lll8lllher ;..:.hnuld 
withdraw it. 

1\lfr. STEVE::\"S said there was another objec
tion to the amendment. The hon. nwmbcr for 
\Vide lby s.ti(\ he would not employ thu,;e men 
within two miles of a 1111micipalit,·; lmt did he 
intnnd to debar Rugar-}>lrtnter;:;; fr(nn muplnyiug 
thent under .silniltu' circn1n~tance~ "! 

J\Ir. FOXTOX said he <liclnut intend to sup
port the mnendmeut, for t·e:cs<ms that had l1een 
given very cl<mrly by the h<m. member (:'IIr. 
.i\bchl'lnne); bnt he thuught the nrgument,; 
brought forward in fa\'our of it o11ly went to 
show that there \\ "' lW IH'cessity at nll fpr the 
mnendntent. The words in the' new clnnse, aH 
iutrodnced, were-" nol' exc;ept in tror,icnJ or 
semi-tropic[tl agricnltnre. ~· They had it ft·mu 
the hon. 1nmnber:-:; for Ba1onne, \Vide B<ty, 
l?a~:-;iferu, a11d _\L:tr.'j"bm·nugh, that lll<.-l,ize was a 
tr1qTiea.l or seini-trO]JiLtl ]>l't)duct, a,nd therefore 
it came t:lnrly within the clefinition of the new 
clau:..;e itself. On turning· to the interpretation 
c]anHe. thev fountl thrtt '' tropic•.! or ::;e1ni-tropica.l 
agTienltnn;~, HH'ant "fielcl-work in Ct•uuention 
with the cultiva,tion of sng·,.u·-cane, cotton, tP:l, 
coffee, rice, spice:-;, ur otlll-'l' troplcrtl Ol' setlli
trupic:tl productions or fruit:-;." Such being the 
caRe, there wa~ no neces~it,y for the <nnend
rnent. 

.. \lr. BAILEY scticl he wrrs not asking that 
farmet·s shonl<l be allowed to import isl:tnclet·s. 
1-Ie w::ts RNking the lea . ...;t pos~ihle concession 
-wunelv, that isla.nJcr:; who ha,d f.;81' \'etl tlwi1· 
time, <-LJiJ who were uow herrling- in town:-i l1y 
hundreds, should be ,t]lowed to take en1ployment 
on frtrnls, which, under the _Hill ns it :..;tood, they 
would. be unal1le to do. Jie found, however, 
that he could not carry his n.tnew_huent, rtnd was 
the1·efore obliged to w'ithclmw it ; lmt he hoped 
to obta,in hi~ object, though nnt in so gouJ a 
way) hy atnending a later clause iu the Bill. 

!llr. STI<;VE:-iSOX saicl he quite ''gre<"Ll with 
the lion. meuJber (.C\lr. Bniley); lmt ctfter the 
prornisP that had been given hy the Pretnier, 
that thu:-;e elauHe:-:: were not to he retl'ospecti\·e, 
he diJ not see any rc.,a.son fur the mnendn1ent. 

The J?TtR:\TIEJ1 Raid the clause hatl a genentl 
rtpj,]ic<ttion; but the next clause proposed to 
except islanders whll ha.d been in the colony <-t 
eonsidera],]e time. 

i\Ir.JVIOREHEAD '"ked if there wasanyneces
•ity for the cl:tllS<' nt all'! lt appectred to him 
tlt;,t the power provicled by it :tlreacly exi.;;ted. 
Umler th" pt·esent Act they could not employ 
:1 Polynesian, except as provi<le<l by the clm!ke 
now. 

The Pl{KMH;R ;;,ci<l they could not g-et them 
until they promised the Cohmi,tl :-lecretary they 
would employ them in thnt way ; but they were 
rot llnund tn keep t]wir promi~e, find, nnfort11-

nntely, thnt promise wns very often broken. '!'he 
new clause WetS topro\"idet]wtthat promiseshou]d 
be k.;pt in fntnre. 

K e\.' cl<tnse put and pnssecl. 
The l'ltK.\IIKR mon<l the following new 

clc:tHMe, to fo1lm.v cLtnse 7 aR passed :-
'rhe proYi~ion . .;; of the 3rrl and 4th sections of thh: 

Act aml ot' the la:>t Jlreneding srr•tion slmlluot apply t.o 
i~lallllcn; employert a~ part of the er~w of a ve;-;sel, or a-: 
attenflant~ at a dL;p(;t or hospital for i!'laudcr:-;; nor to 
atn· blamlol' with t·pspect. to whom it ~hall, before tlw 
1ir;t cla \' of .JnlY. mte tlwnsand ei.ght hundred amt 
eight Y-t'Onr. 1le p{·oYefl to the satbfa.etiou of the ::Uini:;:.tt:I· 
that iw lw.:-. lwcu eontinnon ly in llle colony for a verioll 
of not le.-;s tltau eight years. 

Upon sueb proof being made in respect of any 
islander, he ~lutll r-1e regi~tered b)' the immigration 
agf'ut as cxc1npt. from the afore::.,aid provisions. 

A eertifieate nnder the hand of the immigration 
agellt 1 h~tt at1y blanrler named in tlle certitlcate is ~o 
exc1uvt ~l!aH be ::;ntlieicnt evidmwe in all courts or 
jn~tiet~ of LIJe fa et or such exemption. 
In considering- the llill in connection with other 
l:nn, and pai·ticubrly the kidnnpping bw, he 
had noticed that the crews of vessels were not 
expressly excepted; althongh, if ever they sh~mlcl 
he the new clause pt·ovicled that the sectwus 
refened to shonlrl not apply in the cnse of 
islnmlers emvloyed as po.rt of the crew of n 
vessel, or ns :cttendants ctt a dep6t or hospital 
for isbnclers, and he did not apprehend that 
there would be m1y objection to tlmt. A difli
culty might nrise with respect to the time after 
which :tn islander might be considered n Queens
lnndet·. In any case it would be absolu_tely 
necessary thctt some means should be provtded 
for iclentifving· such :1n islander, nml a certificate 
under the ~hai1d of the innnig-ration agent wa.-.: 
Jn·ovided by the cl:tu~e for that purpose. 
·with respect to the tnne after whwh such 
n certificctte should be granted to ctn islnnder 
th"t he w:-ts free mHl exempt from the provisiou.s 
of the preceding clan~e, he had :·mgge-;ted eight 
vears '"the time in which they might be expected 
to have become, not exactly :1cclimatise<l, but 
Jomicilecl--tlmt was to say, five years ctfter the 
en<t of their fir ~t agreernent. Eight years vnts a 
purely nrbitrary time, mul he believec~ tlmt, 
whilst smne hon. n1ernbers thought rt \VD.N 

scarcely long enough, others thought it too long. 
1\[r. l\'IOREH:EAD said that whctt the PremiPJ' 

asked the Committee to do was to deprive a largu 
nmnber of individnnls of the privileges the,· 
alre,vh possessed. He clid not know whether it 
was his intention to limit the liberty of action of 
a large nnn1ber of people in Queensland which 
the} luul hitherto en,ioyed, ctncl to take frotll 
them privileges which they ha<l hitherto enJoyed 
--with the exception of the electoral privilege
eqnnlly with e\ery member of thnt Committee. 
The hon. gentlemnn had made nse of an ~x
prr-.;sion in c:onnection ·with those people "'hid! 
Ntrnck hilu aN rather Htrange, corning frorn tlte 
lender of a lilJet·al Uovemment. 'The hnn. gell
tleman snid he thought that nfter eight yeat·s 
they ruight be con~idered "' fl·ee." ']~he. 
Connnittee were asked to reduce a body ot 
people whose skins nufnrtnnately hapven.ed t" 
l>e black-and that appectrecl to be n cnme m tlw 
eye~ of smne hrm. gentlen1en opposite-becan:-~~ 
their skins happened tu be black they were to 
hnve their liberties limite<l. He thought th .. 
Prmnier conl<l not be in earnest in ntoYing tl1e 
clrrnse. Did the hon. gentleman suppose tlmt, 
e,en if the J3ill with this cbuse tmssed into bw, 
it wonld receive the sanetion of Her l\fajesty's 
representative! The (~nvernl)~ could never. cou
sent in the rmme of Her 1\!IllJe,,ty to n Btll. to 
partially ensl:we n portion of the cornmumty. 
The hon. gentlen1an n1ight laugh, but that _was 
wlmt the clan.se proposed to do. The term mght 
yectrs lmd been inserted, he understood, ns a bas:s 
f•.>r 3.nnuqent ; b!J,t surely the hon, gentlenw,n 
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had some reason for inserting eight years, 
or why had he not made it seven, six, five, 
four, or one? He would like to ask the hon. 
gentleman whether they, who had the blessing 
to live under a free Government, were to be 
parties to destroying similar advantages of 
their fellow-beings simply because their skins 
happened to be black, and they were consequently 
obnoxious to certain hon. gentlemen opposite? 
He was perfectly satisfied that no logical conten
tion could be set up by the Premier to justify the 
action he now proposed to take, and he hopRd 
the hon. gentleman woulrl not be supported by a 
majority of the Committee ; ttt all events, he 
should do what he could to prevent the clause 
passing in its present shape, or in fact in any 
shape. · 

The PR.Ri\HEH sttid he could not follow the 
hon. n1e1nber; the el~tuse wa~ tu give a privilege. 

Mr. J\IOHEHEAD : It is tu take away a 
privilege. 

The PRKi\IIER said the clause was to give 
the right of unrestricted employment to a certain 
class of islanders. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: Who have that privilege 
already. 

The PHE.MIER. : Some of them. 
Mr. MO REREAD : All of them. 
The P RK\IIER said the object of the Bill was 

to restrict the employment of Polynesians, and 
the clause was a concession to those who had 
been so many years in the colony. The hon. 
gentlemctn said that he (the Premier) had used 
the term "might be considered free." He did 
not remember it, bnt if he did it was an unfortu
nate expression. He trusted that all islanders 
were free. He thought the hon. gentleman's 
strictures were applicable to the preceding 
clause. 

Mr. MACROSSAN said the Premier had told 
them that the Bill was to restrict the employ
ment of Polynesians. That was the original 
intention, and he admitted that it was a very 
good intention indeed. He thought they ought 
to be restricted, and he believed it was con
ceded !Jy both sides of the Committee that all 
future importations of Polynesians ,;,hould be 
restricted. But the contention on the Opposi
tion side was different from that put forward 
by the Premier. 'rhe hon. gentleman said that 
by this clause a Polynesian who came to the 
colony under an agreement for three years, and 
had fulfilled that agreement, and who might 
have been in the country after that working 
for himself for fonr years' and eleven months, 
should be compelled to return to his native 
islands or go back to plantation work. But 
members on the Opposition benches objected to 
inflict an injustice upon any individual because 
his skin was black. The position taken up by 
the Premier was entirely opposed to the profes
sion of Liberalism all over the world ; and he 
thought there must be some hou. members 
behind the Premier who thoroughly understood 
that and were ashamed of being compelle,l to 
go on in the way they \Vere going in that 
Committee. The hon. gentleman had tolu the 
leader of the Opposition that his strictures 
un this clause would ha\'8 been more applica,blo 
to the preceding clause. That was quite true; 
but the Opposition allowed the preceding clause 
to pa_,.~ on ~nffenmce, kllowing that thi,, clc"Lnse 
was conting on fol' cliscus~>ion, and on the prnn1ise 
that a concession was to be made ; otherwi,se 
they would not hnve clone so. According to the 
return moved for by the hon. member for Oxley 
there were only 1,400 time-expireu ishmders in 
the whole colony. He did not know how that 
return IV11S obtained ; but, he supposed, in this 
way : All those islanders who had come to 
the colony, 11nd who cmJ]d not be as~eri'.ainecl 

to be dead or who had not gone back to the 
islands, were supposed to be time-expired 
islanders. But he thought the number was too 
large, as he believed lmlny of them were det\!1. 
But taking the number stated, was it so great 
that they should be guilty of such a gross injustice 
as that proposed ? To have 1,400 islanders 
amongst 248,000 people surely could not be cou
sidered of such great magnitude as that that 
House should be asked to inflict such an iu
justice and to gu back on all the traditions ofthei1· 
race. They were actually asked to legislate against 
the traditions of their race. Those men, thung-h 
they mig·ht not have known their agreetnent, 
came to the colony under a certain policy adopted 
by that House. There was nothiug in that policy 
which compelled them to go back, and some of the 
1nost intelligent amongst then1, no duubt, preferred 
to remain and cast in their lot among the people of 
the colony. Now, he said that that Committee 
had no right to clepl'ive those men of the priYi
lege they were allowed of being able to remain. 
It was no use for the hon. gentleman to say 
he \Vas conferring a privilege. H-e \Vns takiug 
a\vay a privilege and conferring none. }Ie waK 
taking away from those men the right they now 
had. He wanted them to go back to the islands, 
where they scarcely perhaps had a friend, or go 
back to the plantations and work for £6 a yea1·. 
The hon. gentleman knew that many of thosP 
men were earning five or six tirr1eH a:-; n1neh aK 
that. It was a misfortune that they came into 
competition with a certain class of white 
labourers in the towns, but they were not to 
blame for that : it was the policy adopted by that 
House that was to blame. That House had no 
right to go back on the right of those men through 
[etches of which the House itself had been guilty. 
He thought that all who were now engaged 
should be compelled to go back ; but none other~. 
He was quite certain that in a short time the 
evils which existed in :!'.Iackay, l\raryborouglt, 
and other places would disappear, and that iu 
the course of i\ ve or six yeCJrs there would not 
be more than 200 of these l'olynesitws remaining ; 
the others would either have left the colony or 
have died. Some of them no doubt would go back 
of their own free will. In that way the HonsG 
would be relieved of the odium of inflicting au 
injustice on people who were not able to protect 
themselves. If they were able to protect them
selves, the Premier would not be the first to 
propose to inflict an injustice on them. 

Mr. l' ALMER said that, as he read the proposecl 
new clause it simply arnonntecl to expulsion. 
He looked upon the attempt to relegate time
expired "boys" back to their ishtrJd:::, or tn n1rtkP 

them go back to the plctntn.tions, or to 2cc"pt low 
wages, as unjust and impracticable. It was quite 
contrary to that decree of justice they all pretended 
to admire so much. '!'he clause Jn·o,-itled that it 
should "be proved to the satisfaction nf thP 
:Minister that he hcts been continuously in tlw 
colony for a period of not less than eight years." 
Ho\v wa:.; that going to be proYed ? They knew 
thn,t sava.gnR could nut count 1nore thau two ol' 
three, and how was it to be proved? \Vn,, it by 
affidavit-by simple assertion, or on oath : m 
were they to have corroborative evidence takeu, 
and what was the nature of the proof requirecl '! 
The clause wonlcl apply nlso to islander.s Ln 
away in the interior, and how was infnnnatiun 
to be conveyed to them before the lst ,July that 
their chance of redeeming themscl ves would 
expire at that time'! They had also to apply 
for a certificate, and how were they to a]Jply fo•· 
it and obtain it? The whole thing amonuted tu 
this: that the time-expired "boys" wonld have 
to leave the conntry. He thonght there was 
a good deal of weight in what fell from 
the hon. member for Townsville-that as 
the number of those men ir• the co11ntry now 
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only rtmountecl to about 1,400 they would make 
very little difference to the wage-earning class 
already in Qneen,;bnd. He was very much struck 
with what fell from the hon. memlJer for Ipswich 
-that they on th1tt side had been returneLl to the 
House for the purpose uf abolishing the trade 
::~!together. He did not think they were quite 
carrying out the professions on which they were 
elected. This measure was a sort of compromise, 
and if they acted up to the professions they 
made at the elections they should stamp this 
labom· out altogether--put their foot down 
::tnd say they wonld h'we none of it. He 
thonght there w'" a great deal mol'e 
h(Jther made a Lout the Kanalm qnestion than 
there was nny occasion for. The whole thing 
was in a ~nut.U circle, and it was sornething 
like shearing a hog-1nore cry than \vool. 
He believed that the lmnalms wnnld die ont 
:1ltogether within a few years. In Home nf the 
islands the n:ttivh had almost vanished within 
the last twenty-five or thirty years, and wherever 
they came in contact with the white race they 
soon ceased to exist. He believed the same rule 
would avply to kann,kaB ; and, having got then1, 
why not make use of them, so long >cs they acted 
fairly and justly towanls them·~ He objected tu 
such an uuj ust clau~e being rnade law. 

Mr. V I~ItGUSOX said he did not at all agree 
with the last sveaker, because at the present 
ti1ne, according to statistic~, the nu1nber of 
Polynesin.ns in the colony were increasing year 
after year, instead of decreasing. He (J\Tr. 
Ferguson) stated, on the second r~ .. ,cling of the 
Bill, thrtt he would supvort it on the condition 
that certain a1nendn1ents were rnade in corn~ 
Jnittee. rrhose arnendrnents were now being 
made, and he considered the Bill as it now 
stood a very fair one. He thought the Premier 
had met the plantNs in a very fair spirit. 
They had got almost every concession they 
asked for, am! had been met in a very 
fair and liberal way. \Vith regard to time
expired islanders, he dirl not see that any great 
hardship would arise, and the line must be drawn 
somewhere. They were there to legislate fur the 
people of Queensland, and not for a few hundred 
hbcks. He could not see any great hardship in 
those 1nen having to go back to their plantation~ 
and working for 10s. or 15s. a week, because if 
they did not like it they could go back to their 
islands. Some sugar-planters hac! stated that 
those men were worth douhle or treble, :1fter 
they had served their time, what they were 
when they came here, and he could see no 
hardship in the case. Another objection was 
to those black men intermarrying with white 
women. He did not think that even after 
five years they should be allowed to do that; 
and it was their dnty to prevent it as much a,; 
possible. The most objectionable feature he saw 
in the whole question was the recruiting part of 
it. Day after day fresh proof came before them 
respecting the evils of it, and, as he said before, 
he thought the Govemm~nt should take the 
whole matter in their hands. lJ ntil that was 
done it was never likely to be carried on properly. 
There w>cs no doubt kanakas were the labour 
that w>c;; intended for the plantations, and the 
planters had no right to ask for anything else. 
He approved of the amendment, and did not see 
any harm that could arise from it. They never 
passed >en Act of Parliament without someone 
suffering, and surely to goodness they wel'e thel'e 
to legislate for the people of Queensland, and 
not for a few hundred blacks! 

Mr. STEVENSON said the hon. member 
who had jnst sat clown had always been con
sistent in his objection to black labour, and he 
ntlmired him for his consistency; but he did not 
o.dmire the argument he used wi.th regard to 

time-expired islanders. H~ thought the hon. 
member had mol'e sense of justice aml fair 
t>lay in his composition than to argue :1s he had 
done. He had told them that they were there 
to legislate for the people of Queensland ; and 
he (Mr. Stevemon) held that time-expired 
kanalms formed as much a portion of the 
people of the colony as any of the rest of it,; 
inhn!Jitants. '.rhey had been brought to it 
under circumstances which gave thmu aR nnwh 
right to make that claim as anyone else. He 
h~ld that they had as much right to be treated 
htirly and justly as Scotchmen, Englishmen, 
lrishn1en, (}errnans, or any other men ; andj 
as for the hrm. gentleman's mg-nment th>ct it 
would be no very g1·eat hardship to make tho'e 
men go back to work on the plantations at the 
Rmne rate of waget: as befllre, or go back to their 
iBhl.nds, he maintained that it woulrl be a great 
hardship. They had changed their circum
Ktances and feelings: had forn1Nl ne'v a.ssociation.s, 
and become ci,·ilised to an extent that thev were 
not before they came here ; and he wouid like 
to ask the hon. gentleman if any Scotchman, 
Englishman, or Irishman would consider it n 
great hardship to be sent hack to their own 
country antl "·ork f<n· the 8rt1ne wages they 
got before they came here. The argument 
was absurd. Of course the hrm. gentlemen 
oppo,;ite would say that one was white and 
the other bl>cck; but they h'td bronght those 
u1en to the colouy under certain agreenu~nts, 
and they ought not to break fnith with them 
any more than with white men from their own 
country. It was very unfair and unjust to 
act with such unfairness to the kan>cka because 
he was a blackfellow, and to say, "\V e >ere 
legislating for the people of Qneenslaml." He 
contended that when they legislated for the 
people of Queensland they legislated for those 
men also. There was no injustice being done to 
the white men in keeping faith with kanakas. 
At the same time it seemed mostun-English-like, 
as a once hem. member of that House, lVlr. 
\Vah;h, used to say-it was most un-English 
to introduce a clause like the present into the 
Bill. The hon. member for Townsville said that 
afternoon that he believed that many of those 
kanakas did not understand their agreements when 
they came; but he disagreed with that hon. mem
ber, as from his knowledge he knew that within the 
last ten or fifteen years eve1-y kam"Lkn thoroughly 
nnderstoocl his agreement, and knew when that 
agreement was made that at the end of three years 
he would he at perfect liberty to gowherel1e liked, 
get the best wages he could, and do any work he 
liked in the colonv. It would be most unjust if 
they were to hre.ak faith with those men. He 
could not understand why the clause had been 
brought forwitrd, and why eight years, as the 
Premier had said, lmd been made the basis of 
argument. If injustice was to be done, eight 
years was simply a matter of degree. He 
could not vossihly stop any legislation in 
regard to the matter, and he would not wish to if 
it \Vas not retrospective. Every islander engaged 
up to the passing of the Bill ought not to he 
prevented from making the best he could of the 
colony, if he had been brought into it. He ought 
not to be sent back if he was at preoent under 
the three years' engagement. If they went he
yond that it was simply a matter of degree. The 
principle was there, and it would simply be a 
matter of degree if they departed from it. He 
believed the Premier was not in earnest about 
the Bill at all. He was just playing fast and 
loose, and trying to keep promises he had made 
to the electors, and was, with the consent 
of many of his followers, bringing the Bill in in 
such n shape that it would be turned out 
altogether-thnt it would never be assented to 
by the Governor, He could nut understand 
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how the Minister for Lands could stand there, 
n,fter what he had sn,id in the House, and hear 
the Premier argue that the clause should be 
passed. The Minister for Lands did not believe 
in it for one single moment, because he had 
taken a stand that no other member in the 
Committee had done; he had distinctly told 
them that he considere<1 the kann,ka was better 
in every rec;pect as a labourer than the white 
nutn. How co11ltl he sit there silent and hear 
his chief n,rg-ne tlmt a chmse sho11ld be passed 
depriving the iolan<lcrs of the right they h:trl? 
rfhe thing \\ttbH n, F-:hi:\,111 frmn heg·inning to end, 
<tnd the Premier was simply trying to keep faith 
with the electors on one hancl n.nd the sugar~ 
planters on the other. The hon. gentlenmn 
should do either one thing or the other, and 
those hon. gentlemen who had been returned 
to the H ou,-;e to put a stop to that labour, 
and thought it wrong, ought tn makf' the 
Premier bring in a Bill to stop it and not 
lmve any shilly-shallying, becauHe the Premier 
must know that no Governor, on behalf of Her 
l\Iajesty, would give his assent to such a Bill. 
He for one intended to do everything he could to 
prevent its being passed as it w:1s. If he stood 
alone, he should not allow snch an injustice to be 
done to the islanders. Some of the kanakas were 
nwre intelligent than rnany nf the immigrants now 
being introduced into the colony ; and he would 
go as far as the l\linister for Lands, and say that 
manv of them were far better suited to the 
requhements of the colony. 'They had intro
duced a certn,in class of people on the under
standing that they, after their three years' 
engage1nent, \Yould be, as the Premier Raid, ''free
men." He (Mr. Stevenson) considered they were 
:1lways free. So far as he had been able to see, 
kanalms under n,greement had always been well 
treated and proved good labourers, but when that 
agreement was up they ought to be free to get the 
best employment they could, and any kind they 
liked in the colony. They had no business, and 
it wn,s un-English-like, to try and expel those 
men, as the hon. member for Burke said, and 
send them back to their islands again to lead a 
life of misery, as they would n,fter having lived 
in queensland. There might be some excuse for 
saying that those who had had no experience 
beyond the sugar planhtions should be sent 
away; but further than that, unless some com
promise was made, if he stood alone-and he had 
had 11(, communication with other members on 
his side-he should not allow the injustice to be 
done to the hcnakas that was proposed in the 
Bill. 

Mr. FERGUSOX said he wished to correct 
the hon. gentleman. He had always stated 
that he would send the lmnakas back, as 
they could always come back to the planta
tions at the sn,me wages. It wn,s said that 
they were worth at least double after they 
had been three years in the colony. They 
would have the whole of the plantations of 
the colony to go to, and could get l.Os. or 15s. 
per week. 'fhe whole nf the argument had been 
to restrict kanalms to plantations ; but now 
they were to drift away from them into towns 
and municipalities, and go where they liked. As 
won ns the subject of kanak<1labour was mooted, 
the first argument adduced by the people in the 
:North was to confine them strictly to tropical and 
semi-tropical field labour, but now they were to be 
let loose. He did not see any hardship in what 
he had stated. They had all the plantations in 
the colony to go to for employment; either that 
or they could g·o back to their islands. They 
could get the best wages-as much as a white 
man would get-on the plantations. Surely that 
Wit:S no lutrdshjp ! 

The AT'TORXEY-GEXEIL\L caid that hon. 
members who had been asserting that the opera-
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tion of the clause would be unjust, stated that 
those men came here-not exactly in the sn.mc 
way as innnigrants cmne frorn }~urope, but~as 
free men ; and that being here they had the N>1me 
rights as those who came from Great Britain n,nd 
other European countrie~. Those hon. members 
lost sight of the fact that the law as it stood made 
a great distinction between Polynesians nnil 
people corning frorn Eurovean countries. :Eve1·y 
rnan ;,vho CfLine frorn J;~nrope _or front North 
1\n1erica can1e aR a free rn:-tn. He cUd not cmne 
under regula.tion:-;, and there were no RpecinJ 
statutory enactmcntfi defining the terms under 
which he shm1ld come and the circumstance.; 
under which he should live. It wa," the privilege of 
the subject of n, friendly foreign State to becoll!e 
naturaJi.:.;ed ; also, under certain ch·cnmRtance:", 
a native nf J\Hia or of Afric11 rnight becorne 
JHtturalised here ; bnt there W~1R no provi8ion 
whatever in their laws for kanakas to become 
naturalised British subjects in qneensland. 
\Vhat was the use of hem. gentlemen saying that 
those men had the sttme rights as they had, and 
that to pm·-; a law of that kind was to single 
them out for injustice? 'There had always been 
a distinction drawn between servile labour 
brought here under special restrictions and 
guarded under special restrictions, anc! the 
free mm1 who came to the colony and had <1 

right to become natumlised and to own property. 
The only rights the kanaka had were the right to 
be protected from injury, and the right to his 
wages when he had earned them. Whether that 
law 'vas a good one or a bad one, there it was; 
and it was useless for hon. members tn say th>tt 
to restrict the kanaka to a certain kind of wmk 
was to do him a gross injustice. 

l\Ir. STI~VEJ'\SON said that not even " 
blackfellow would use such an argument as lmd 
just been used by the ~Utorney-Gene1·al. He 
(?vir. Stevenson) and those who believed with 
hin1 were not engaged in special pleading a-nd 
tn,lking about what was or was not the state of 
the ln,w. They were acting from a love of fair 
play and justice, and he could not understand 
why the kanaka should be trampled under foot 
anti sent back to his ishnd. 'The hon. gentle
Inan ought to be ashan1ect of using such an argu~ 
ment. As Britishers they ought to stand up for 
men who wore to be trampled npon because they 
had not the technical rights of law. 

Mr. l\IOREHEAD said he was sorry tn hn.ve 
to correct the Attorney-General in his sbtement, 
that any man who came out to the colony came 
out on hlii. own invitation and was under no 
restrictions. The hon. gentlentan ought to kncnv 
that one of the conditions under which innni
gmnts came to colony was that they were bound 
to stop six months in the colony. If the hon. 
gentleman did not know that he was ignorant of 
the law; if he did know it he was guilty of a 
suppressio Ter1:. 

The ATTORJ'\EY-GENJ:UtAL: That is only 
the evidence of fraud. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said the hon. gentleman 
was evidently trying to suppress the truth. It 
was not their intention to interfere with kanakac; 
during their indenture. \Vhat they contended 
was that when the indenture had expired the 
kanaka was a free man, and had the same rights 
and privileges as any other individual. But 
the question was susceptible of a very easy solu
tion, and that was that the Premier should COil

sent to alter the clause so as to date from on or 
before the 1st ,January last. If any kamtk<t 
could prove to the satisfaction of the J\Iinister 
tlutt he hac! fulfilled his agreement on or before 
that date he should be considered exempt. There 
were not, perhaps, more thn,n 600 or 700 kana,ka,; 
in the colony who were likely to prove that to 
the satisfaction of the Minister. The Opposition 



318 Pacijic lslund Lubout·ers LASS:E:MBLY.] Act Amendment Bill. 

ha<lmet the Premier very fairly thtbt evening, 
and what they stood up for was a principle which 
went fttr beyond thttt of expediency, which had 
been raised by some hon. members, and that wtts 
the principle of justice. He did not think the 
Committee should be asked to do an act of 
injustice, e.;pecially to individuals who had no 
1neanR of looking <:l.Jter themselves. Tho:-;e were 
111en who of all Pthers Parlittment shonld mo,-t; 
1_:rupn.l0w::lly p1·oteet, in lhe ::inlne ·waY ar::; they 

would proted. women ,,nd children. He hoped 
the ~Premier 1vrmld see his w:~.y to accept the 
GUg[(estion. Tt would only make a clifferene<'l nf 
200 or aoo men ><lto;;-ether, and then, as that, 
eemed to be the only controversial point left, 

they might Yery soon get the Bill through c<llll· 

1nittee. If those men were sent back to their 
i.-;laadR, they would be simply going to their 
de:1th. At :my rate, the habits they had learned 
while living ctrnong \Vha,t hon. rnen1bers 'vere 
pleased to call civilised people would utterly 
nntit them to resume their former savage life. 
He would further add that in sending them back 
they were ttttempting to undo all that the mis
sionaries had done in the islands-and he was pre
pared to admit that they had done a great deal. 
[ f they httd, to a certain extent, Christianised 
those men or civilised them, he considered it would 
be a cruel thing· to send them back to the islands 
an1ong savages, or semi-saYages. Every argu
ment adduced was in favour of the contention of 
the Opposition. The hon. Premier might, he 
thought, accept his suggestion, if it was even to 
be putting into competition with white men
if it could be so called-a small number of 
kanakas, who had served their time, and who 
probably in a few years would unfortunately 
cease to exbt. If the Bill became lttw the same 
state of affairs could not come into existence 
again. He hoped the Premier would accept his 
suggestion. 

'rhe PREMIER said he was glad to hear the 
bon. gentlemen on the other side talk of doing 
justice to the kanakas. He only hoped they would 
give him their assistance and help him to do justice 
in the administration of the Act. It was really 
marvellous to hear some of the arguments ad
dressed to the Committee from the Opposition 
side. They were told the other clay that the 
planters were pining for a supply of kanaka 
labour, and that they could absmb any number 
of them, and yet when they proposed by the Bill 
that some 900 or 1,000 kanakas should be avail
able for them they came down and cried out 
about doing- an injustice to the poor black. It 
was surprising to hear that argument from hon. 
gentlemen opposite. The Government wished 
to confine the Polynesians to the labour for which 
they were introduced. It had been said that the 
kanaka had a perfect right to go where he liked 
in the colony after his agreement had expired. 
That was to a certain extent true, but he did 
not consider it would be a very great hard
ship to withhold that concession, seeing that 
they came here under the understanding that 
they should return at the expiration of thei1· 
agreement. They made provision for their return, 
if they chose, and they expected them to go 
back. He confessed that he for one did not 
recognise the right of the kanaka or any class of 
the kind coming here for three years, to stop as 
long as they liked ; at all events, he claimed the 
right of the Legislature of the colony to with
hold that right if they thought it for the welfare 
of the colony at brge to do ~o. 

Mr. MACROSSAN said the hon. gentleman 
spoke as if the Opposition were arguing the cause 
of the planter, yet he knew well they were not 
e1rguing the cause of the planter, but the cause 
d the men who c;nne here. The hon. gentleman 
said that it wae upon the underbtanding that the 

kanaka came here to return at the expiration of 
their agreement that he questioned their right to 
remain here. He knew very well that aliens 
could be expelled from a country at any time ; 
but that extreme step was never taken except 
in most extreme cttses. :Even during the time 
of war alienH ·were ~tllowed to rernain in a 
country. Great Britain was lately engaged in 
war, and yet aliens were not expelled from that 
country ; 'but there wa,:;; sirnply a larger arnount 
nf supervj,...;ion exerci~ed oYer the1n than at 
other ~time". The hon. g-entleman wa" quite 
wrong in a"smning that those people hucl no 
right, becunse. they hacl acquired a right by 
being allowed to remain after their engagement 
was up. Tlmt wa:; where their right came in. 
The hon. gentleman sttid they had made provi
sion to send them b>tck to the islands, but there 
was n<~thing in the law to compel them to go 
back to the islands. The hon. gentleman was 
compelling that return now by the Bill, and he 
(1\fr. Macrossan) had no objection to it, but he 
objected to the operation of the Bill being retro
spective. He objected to any retrospective 
hnv, particularly in relation to people who, 
as he had said before, were utterly helpless
as helpless as women and children, as was 
pointed out by the hon. member for Balonne. 
The hon. gentleman might very well accept 
the proposition made by the leader of the 
Opposition. He had been astonished at the 
small number of time-expired labourers according 
to the return sent in ; he believed there were 
some thousands. 

The PREMH~E: I believed so then, and I 
believe so still. 

Mr. MACROSSAN said he hardly thought a 
mistake could htt.-e been made in that direction. 
It was simply a question of arithmetic. So many 
thousand kanakas had come into the country, 
so many had died, so many had gone back to 
the islands, and the balttnce formed the number 
of time·expirecl ishtnders still here. Still, he 
believed many of those put down as "time
expired" had died, and no record had been taken 
of their deaths; he believed some of them had 
left the country and that a great many had gone 
to the Straits and were engaged in beche-cle-mer 
fishing, and no record had been taken of them. So 
he thought there were not more than 1,000 or 
1,200 time·expired islanders here, and many of 
them would not take advantage of the provi
sions of the clause and go home. It was only 
those who had been a long time here who would 
take advantage of it, and the Committee should 
do nothing to prevent any man from taking 
advantage of it. They were not arguing for the 
planter, and there was no inconsistency in their 
argu1nents. 

Mr. BLACK said the Premier appeared to 
think that planters should connive at an injustice, 
because they were themselves likely to benefit by 
it. That was the position the hon. gentleman 
had now taken up, but he (Mr. Black) said that, 
rather than derive any benefit by acting in the 
unjust way contemplated by the clause, the 
planters would do without the labour. It was 
not for the sake of giving the planters an oppor
tunity of employing 300 or 400 of those time
expired islanders that the Bill was going to 
pass, as the planters did not want to get labour by 
such unfair and unjust means. Another thing he 
wished to point out was this : Suppose the clause 
became law, and time-expired men who had 
been in the country between three and eight 
years absolutely refused to go back to the plan
tations, what was to be done with them? A great 
number of the time-expired men were now occu
pying positions far above that of a plantation 
labomer-it had beea said the other day that 
some of them had actually married white women 
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and setlled clown ; suppose they refn,ed to rc:o 
bauk to the ]Jlantation, what was to be done with 
the1n? Were they to be vagr<tnts, or were they 
to be sent to gaol and supported at the expense 
of the conntry '? He certainly failed to see how 
they were going to compel them to go back to 
the plantations. The suggestion of the leade1· of 
the Opposition was a perfectly fair and e<[nitable 
one. He rliffered fron1 ~mne of the rellnn·k-; 
made by hon. ~·c11tlemen on l1is sirle tn the effed 
Lhat the kanak:cs came here with the <listiuct 
nnder·tanding tlmt they .slwuld l<e allowted to 
rmnain in the conntry after their agreenwnt had 
expired. They, cauw here IJrlginaJly with the 
didinct. uncler~tandingtha,t they \Vere to go hon1e 
when their ~tgre81Hent wa.-5 np, a.nd if the people 
ahont the towns had not persua<le<l theJu
as had been done in a 1najority of inst~tnces -
t(l rernain here, they wonld haYc gone hornc. 
\Vith regard to the men whose time had expired, 
and who had been in the country six, ~even, and 
eight years, he did not sec how they were to deal 
with them, except to give them the right tlmt 
white men would think themseiYes entitled to, 
if they were under the thralclom of a powerful 
nation. It was said that there were 1, 400 of 
these ,men. He did not know how that nnm
ber hn,d been ascertainec!, except in the way 
stated by the hon. member for Towns
ville. He (l'Hr. J3lack) rlirl not believe there 
were 1,000, even if there \\"as that number. At 
1\Iackay, where there was certainly one-third of 
the islanders in the colony, there were not more 
than 200 at the OLltside ; and in Brisbane there 
might be 200 more; but he thought the whole 
number would be found to be not more than 400 
or 500. 'l'here was no element of dang·er there, 
nor was there likely to be, to the futnre of the 
colony. However anxious he n1ight be to see 
time-expired islanders legislated for to prevent 
them interfering with the legitimate employ
ment of Europeans, he could not see how they 
were to make the present Bill work. Re was 
quite willing that it shonld apply to i,;landers 
in the colony in future with a view of compelling 
them to return home ; and undoubtedly they 
would do it, and would not look upon it a~ a 
hardship. He hoped the Premier would accept 
the suggestion made by the ·leader of the 0 ppo
sition. 

Mr. GRIMES said they had heard a very 
p;ood character of the planters in the North. If 
they were guided by such a sen,;e of jnstice it was 
well for them that they did not inr]1Iire too 
minntely into the way in which islanders were 
brought into the colony. If they did, their 
strict sense of justice would make them refuoe to 
hire them, and they would send them back home. 
He wished to p11t the le·ctder of the Opposition 
right on a point of law. In setting the Attorney
General right, the hon. gentleman fell into a great 
blunder himself. He said that the Immigration 
Act required immigmnts to remain six months 
in the colony ; and if they left within that time 
they were liable to a penalty. The hon. gentle
n1an was vvrong :the tilne was three n1onthR, not 
six months. The hon. member lu1d trusted to 
his memory, and his memory was at fault. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : \Vhere does the point of 
law come in? 

l\Ir. GRIMES said that when the question 
before the Committee was previously under 
consideration he stated that he had an objec
tion to inflict an injustice upon any individual, 
whether he was white or black. The clau,e, 
as originally drafted, would, in his opinion, 
inflict an injustice upon a great many of those 
who had served their term, and been in the 
colony a number of years; and he had stated 
tha,t if the Pren1ier \Vould restdct it tu ±L:e ye;1,rs, 
he would be prepared to support him, \Vith the 

view, therefm·e. of rt)-)certainiDg the opinion of the 
Committee, he would move, that in the lwst line 
of the fir,;t pn.rt of the ulause, the wmd "eight" 
be omitted, "·ith the view uf inserting the word 
"five." 

2\Ir. s:\IYTH said that it lmd been stateol that 
there were only 1,400 time-expired ishmders in 
the cololly ; but it llm't he recollectml that they 
were 1wt di~trihnted throngl1nnt the cololl)\ 
but were in thn·e or fnnr cna·:.t tn\\ n~. a.nd iL 
w;~_~ Lhc JK'nple !lf tho.-.:e town·• whn f_'Ofn· 

phLined :-,n l~ittrrly ~~.~ain:--:t, t.ben1. B11t he 
thong·ht, tltf'l"f! ,,-a~ :-;owt~thin~~ T1HlJ'f', tP lnnk 
at th:trl tl"1t. \\'hat wac~ to 1Jecmue of t.lw 
12,000 i:-:lnntlt>r:..; no\V under eng:lg'('lUCJJt 'd1811 
their tinw wa.-; nu: 

J\lr. MOHJ<:HE"\D : They were pwvided for. 
1\lr. S:!\IYTH said they were not provider! fnr. 

The <tlueudruent Jn·opo . ..:ecl to li111lt the tiu1e to 
five year·~, <:Lnd he Jll'O~Unlell tho:-;e 111en would 
cmne under the r;r~Jrne provi,..;ion a~ the })l'e~ent 
time-expired islander. 

Mr. l\IOREREAD: C\'o. 
Mr. s:HYTH S>tid he thonght so. He did not 

conHider it any grea .. t hardbhiv for a kann.ka to be 
cmnpeHed to :-:;erve eisht yearH. A young n1an 
\Vho vnt.s put to a trade h:t<l to ~erve five or Heven 
ye»rs. A lmnalm, with his head-money, and 
what he W<-t:-; p;ticl, got about ;)K. per week; but 
he was worth J5s. per week. The hon. member 
for ~lackcty rnight langh, but in Bundaberg and 
other places tin1e-expired islander~ were getting
li\n. and £1 a week. Bnt the planters wanted 
them for 2s. 6d. a week ; they held the richest 
lands in the colony, and they wanted those 
men a;.; slaves. 

Mr. KORTOX said he was not a great arlmirer 
of Polyne8ians, and he had never employed 
one even as a coachman, nor did he think 
he would do so. Smne tirne ago he wa.s under the 
impreesion that it would be desirable to confine 
tirne-expired n1en to '''o1·kingon plantations. Since 
then he had heard a good many arguments on 
the subject, both inside mlll out·side of the House; 
and the conclusion he had come to was that 
those men who had been allowed to remain in the 
colony after their time had expil'ed, had acquired 
the right to remain in it. The argun1ent used by 
the Attorney-General was that those men had no 
right.;, except the right of being protected while 
here, and the right to receive wage, when they 
earned them ; but the law as laid clown by the 
hon. gentle1n:tn did not agree -with the state~ 
ments made by the Premier a few nights ago. 
The Premier then stated that some of those 
men had been here so long that they had a 
sort of vested right to remain. If they had 
acquired that vested right, when did it begin? 
\Vhv shm1ld it begin after eight years more 
than any other time he could not imagine. 
It appc:1red to him that if they had a right at 
all it commenced when their first agreement 
expired, 'md they were allowed to remain for a 
fnrther period. That was the only conclusion he 
could arriYe at, if they admitted the existence of 
a right a.t ;;,ll. He did not, under the cir
cumstances, see how they had any legal 
or er1uitable right to compel those men to 
leave the colony or to indulge in any parti
cular class of labour whilst they were in it; nor 
did he see how a Bill to make them do so could 
be enforced even if it were passed. An argument 
had been used on the other side of the Committee 
that they coul'l not compel the coolies to leave 
the colony, and in like way he did not see how 
they could compel the Polynesian or any other 
class of labourer to do so. He had looked into the 
matter very carefully so far as the debate had 
proceeded, and he had thought over the subject 
very carefully before he decided what course he 
should ultimately take on the subject. He had 
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not decided that ni:;ht, lmt harl listened to the 
dehateK on that and previonB occ<tsion~, thinking 
that he n1ight pos~ibly he-:.Lr sorne Rtrong 
<:trgument which ulight n1ake hirn change 
his view:-; upon it. He hnd hea.r(l no n.rgn· 
ment Lnt what he belieYe<l to be false. Some 
of the argn1nents had been nothing bnt special 
plectding, the arguing being jn~t as if they were 
hearing a. c::t~e in fL court of Ja1v, where the 
speaker had to take np one Yiew onlv. 1--I e 
obonl<l not pa~· the slightc't reg-ard to those 
arguments at all. As he had c;aid before, the 
only cnncln~ion that any reaf'nnahle nw,n C(lnlrl 
collw t.o-anrl, he wonld o<ty, that he lmd been able 
to ani,·c at---\YaK tha,t the i~]a.udert-:, ha.vi11g l1een 
allowerl. tn rmnain in the colony after their tenn 
nf :->erdce had expired, had aCqui1·ed a right to 
remain aH long- a,::-; they choRe to dn Ro ~ and 
there wa8 rw e<jUitablo reason why they should 
he compelled to leCLve the colony. He endorsed 
the princi)Jle tlmt those now in service should be 
hound to leave at the termination of their en
gag-ements, but the time-expired men ought to 
be allowed to eng-age in any kind of employment 
for which they were suited. 

Mr. BALE said that, although he intended to 
support the clause as it was proposed to he 
mnencled by the Premier, he was very sorry that 
ench a lmv should be on the statute-hook at all. 
He objecterl to any sort of c;pecial claH legislation. 
\Vhy were they to he called upon to log·islate 
for kanakas :-;pecially '? I--1 on. 1nembers on the 
other side of the Counnittee were verv anxious 
that justice should be clone to the kai'mka, but 
they ought not to forget that white men had been 
induced to come to the colony under blse pre
tenceR by the irr1n1igratinn agentR at hmne. 
There were :-;on1e residing close to hiln \~lho h~td 
heen earning from 10s. to 12s. a day at home 
as engineer:-;, \Vho had been induced to con1e to 
the colony, where they were even unable to get 
Htones to break at lG,. a week. 

J\Ir. STEVKJ'\SO:l\: They are not good men. 

~Ir. B ... ~LE S~Lid they \vere good rnen~good 
men and true-who had beer, induced to come 
out to the colony under faloe pretences. Those 
were the men who should be looked after. He 
did not care twopence for the kanalm. He cared 
for his own kind and his own blood. He did 
not believe in Rpeciul legi~lation for }>1'0-

tecting . the lmnab1 hefore they legislated 
for therr 0\Vn cnuntryn1en. The:y ought to 
try to introduce their own cotmtrymen to the 
colony, and to give thmn smuething to do; hut 
><t the present time there were men in Brisbane 
who \vere anxinuR to get \vork but could not do 
so. Tlwywerelegislating to let the sugar-planter 
get a cheap kind of labour, but he was sorry they 
were doing so, as he did not think they should 
allow 1,400 hmakas to get into the labour 
market to co1111>ete even with the wnnten in 
the work of nursing babies. Kanakas could wash 
and imn, and perform all sorts of domestic work 
which was suppo:-;ed to belong to \Vnn1en entirely. 
He believed tlmt the kanakas, after having 
served their term of work, should be compelled 
ejther to (mg-a,go in tropicz--.1 agriculture or to 
leave the colony. It was very injudicious to 
allow them to remain here, and it seemed to him 
that hon. members on the other side were more 
anxious and sensitive on their account than they 
were on aceonnt of the white rnen who :-;uffered 
for them. He believed in Queensland being a 
colnny for the white man, and he should])() Yery 
t.Lnxious indeed and very C::Lntion:::; in giving his 
vote to bring into the colony an alien nwe w hiuh 
could not rnix with their own population--

)Ir. STEVE?\'SOX: But they are here. 

Mr. BALE said !.hey didnotlmnttoincreasethe 
number, and he beliend that if the Bill wa;o pa' heel 

as it stood it would have that effect-that it would 
increase the 1,400 at present in the colony to 
3. 000 or 4,000, and then what c;ort of a place 
would the colony become? Instead of being, as it 
should be, a white colony, they would become so 
mixed up that they would not know what class 
of men they were. The three years suggec;ted 
by the Opp<"ition was a very short period. At 
the end of three yearN they would probably have 
another 1,400, and the thing would most likely 
go on until they would lmve 4,000 or fl,OOO 
of those ishLnllel'N let lonr;e upon society, and 
doing- a.ll sort~ of dmnestic work, not only that 
nf men but a)c;n of women. H c objected to any
thing like claHs legislntion, and n1aintained that 
they should legislate for the good of the whole 
cnn1n1unjty, and not fur a p~trticular cla&i such 
as the sugar-gTO\vers. 

1\h. i\10](}<;1{1~"\ 1) said th>tt, as one of the 
electors representerl hy the h<m. member who 
had just spoken, he was very much grieved 
at the remarks he had made. The hon. mem
ber evirlently die! not understand anything 
about the matter. He talked about 3,000 
or 4, 000 kanakas being let loose uvon the 
colony every year, but if he had listened at all 
to what had been said he would have known 
that the lar;.:rst number that could possibly exist 
in the colony-if the~r did exist-was 1,400, and 
that they must diminish month after month H,nd 
year after year, and in a few years must cease to 
exist altogether. If these clauses became law, 
there were onJy a certain nun1ber of islanders 
who had served' their time who would be exempt 
-that was to say, who would be free. The others 
had all to go back. He (Mr. Morehead) had 
made a suggestion to the Premier, to which he had 
not received any reply, and the hon. member for 
Oxley followed by moving an amendment. He 
therefore thought the hon. member should with
draw his amendment until the amendment he 
suggested to the Premier was decided by the 
Cornrnittee. The ::Lrnendn1ent he suggested was 
to omit all the words after ''he" in the 2nd 
line, with the view of inserting " has fulfilled 
his agreement on or before the 1st January, 
1884." He thought he was fairly entitled to an 
answer from the 'Premier as to whether he 
would accept that amendment. 

The I'RKviiER said he did not understand 
the hem. member for Balonne to suggest that 
'"" an amendment which he intended to propose, 
ancl thought a Yery proper course was bken by 
tlw hon. member for Oxley in moving that the 
word ''eight" be omitted. If the amendment 
snggested lJy the hon. rnember for Balonne \Vas 
adopted, they would have to make a further 
amendment so as to exclude islanders who had 
ma.de application to return to their islands. He 
thought the amendment of the hon. member for 
Oxley would be a step towards the solution of 
the question, by determining whether eight years 
should or should not be the period fixed. Of 
course, if the amenclment was carried they 
coulrl then insert "five" or" three and a-half." 

:Mr. MORE HEAD said he made a proposition 
to the hon. gentleman to which he received no 
reply, and then the hon. member for Oxley moved 
an amendment that would supersede his. He 
thought he was entitled to a reply. 

1\Ir. GH.Il\LES ;caid he waited tn see whether 
:tny other arnend1nent 'vas going to be rnoved 
before moving that the word "eight ~' be 
omitterl ; and he did not think his amendment 
would prevent the hon. me m her from moving 
his. He had simply moved that "eight " be 
mnitteJ, ·with the vie\v of inserting "five." 

:Y[r. :YIOHEHEAD said that if that was the 
amendment it would be all right. 

The PREll;liER: Of course, if "eight" i& 
omitted, any other number may be inserted. 



Mr. M.ELLOH "'id it avpearecl tu him that 
the Op[HJHition did not want the time-expired 
i:-danders 11ow in the colony interfered with at 
aJL ?\ot long ago they prol1osed to bringcnolies 
frmn British ] ndia, ::tnd, af-\ they 'vere :-;o anxious 
;cbont lmnalms, he wnndered what wonld have 
been the result if they had sncceede<l in intro
ducing- coolies who \Vere British subject~. He 
thonght the colony had escaped a ;;Teat danger 
in that. The hon. member for i\ ornmnby had 
stated tlmt the islamlers brought to the colony 
distiuctlynmlerstood their agreements before they 
came; but he thought the hon. member mnst be 
greatly mistaken. It was well known that that 
trade, as carried ou at present, wa:-:~ very nnwh 
abused by traders going to the island~ and tra,diug 
for the nati,·es through their chiefs. 'rhere the 
chief's WOl'd "·a,; htw, and if they told their sub
jectK to g-o tliey lllU~t go \Vhether tl1ey were 
willin;..::· or not. The ehiefH \Yen~ give11 gun:-; aud 
a, few tl'i~t->~~ and thei1· ~nh.im.·t:-: 'VCJ'E' obliged to 
·"'"' heectUt<t', if tl~toy di8t>beyerl, it wonld be death 
t.o them. He therefon; sai<l that, do wktt they 
might in the Hmtter, that pnrt "f the busine"' 
<:uulcl. not be divested of the appeamnce of wme
thing like slavery. He thought the people of the 
colony were bound to g·i ve the hon. the Premier 
credit for trying to rueet the .-,ng-ar-growers as 
f<tirly as he possibly could in regard to this matter. 
They mtu<t admit that it was ab:mnl. It was not 
his desire to injure the sugar iwlu:;try, which 
was a very import<tnt one ; bnt he thought the 
planters had been met in a very fair spirit, and, 
a,; had been argued by the hon. member for Eock
hampton in a very sensible and straightforward 
speech, the. Bill should be accepted. In re
ference to the provosed amendment, he should 
certainly be in favour of five years instead of 
eight. It would meet the case, and hon. mem
bers opposite might accept that. It wonld only 
be doing· justice to the people in the large towns 
where the time-expired islanders congregated. 

Mr. l\[ACFAHLAXJ<~ ~aid he did not be
lieve in any coruvt·omise at all in the matter. 
They must draw '" line Hmnewhere, and 
if they allowed those who served five years 
to be exempted they would increase the num
ber. Suppose they made it three year··, they 
would then do m1 ininstice to those who were 
two years. He liked· the way the lwn. member 
for 'l'ownsville put it. He saicl, after a labourer 
had served three year" on the plantation and four 
years and eleven month.s he~ides, that islander 
won1d hrt\·e tn go, wherea.R a .. lll::tn who ha.tlll8f'.ll a 
month longer would be allowed tu remain. If 
they nntde it three yen.rH mul t~leven 1nnnth~ 
they die! an injustice tu th<me who were four 
years, and if they made it one year awl eleven 
months they did an injustice to tho~e who we1·e 
two yem-e. He hoped the Opposition would 
agree to eight years, or allow all the time-expit·ed 
islanders to leave the colony. It was as well to 
dmw the line either at five, seven, or eight years. 
The hon. member for l\Iackay made a remark 
to the effect that, rather than do an injustice, 
the vlanters would do without hlack labour. 
That was what the lwn. gentleman meant, 
if he did not exactly use those word.s. But 
if that was the case he hoped the Premier 
would t<Cke him at his word, and do 
away with black labour altogether. There 
would be no class leg-islation then. If black 
labour were done away with, before the 
l;XiHting agTemnent~ were up there \Vonlrl be 
arnple tiuw for getting another clasr-; of labmu·, 
and in ten years hence the colony would be in a 
far better position wjth regard to sugar~growing 
tlmn if the planter,; were allowed black labour. 
U e v.Iah ~peaking lo a. ,(;entletna.n :ve~terdny from 
the ),faryboyough dlbtricL -whe told hhn he had 
::2.ve ·ttthlts ::.:e!! ':..12l7 ')~ hb cla::tR:ticn, and 
had writts-1 b~k t7 his fri<:n:b In J;>nsbane tel!-
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ing the111 that thuse fire \\'ould do 1nore wnl'k 
than thirty kanab'"- He could not give his name, 
but he waK in the ::\Iaryborough district. If 
that was so, and the planters wonld rather have 
white labour---which they had over t'lnd o\·er 
:tg>~in said-the ,;ooner they made a commence 
ment the better. :Yiany member,; on the Gov
ernment side of the Committee would like to see 
coloured labmu· done ,;way with, after three or 
four years, altogether. 

J\Ir. :l\IIIJGLEY s>'~id they ,;eemed to be goill:,;· 
on the w,·mmption that they were expected by the 
people to do an injnstice. It had been frequently 
><tated that there was some injustice to be in
flicted uvonsomebocly in the matter. He could not, 
see why an injustice should he done to any time
expired islttnders, but to nmke the enactment 
retrospective would be to inflict a needless injuo
tiee npou a. certain elasH in the eonnnunity. They 
had not been sent to Hettle the question as,, 
Parisian mob would settle it-nnjw;tly, m·]Ji
tmrily, anrl htcr,;hly ; but to settle it. in "" 
intelligent, fail', nud, if possible, pernmnent ,,,.,,"Y· 
He regretted to hear members on his side, ow· 
after the other, speak in such a WliY as to lead hirn 
to suppose they were coming to his way of think. 
iug·, and then sheer off right away somewhere else. 
He had judged from several speeches that the final 
decision of membel'S would have been given 
in the cause of right and liberty f1ncl justice, but 
they were not workingupto that climax when they 
would vote for a motion which would deprive 
the time-expired islander of the rights he had 

1 supposed himself to be entitled to. But there 
was a higher law than the htw of the land. 
There was a law of fairness and humanity, and 
equity between man and man, and a law 
which they were as mnch entitled to regard as 
any law in (lueensland. It was quite possible to 
carry British anogance, British assumption, 
and overhearing a little too far till it become 
truly ugly and repulsive to the eyes ofthe world. 

1 There might be some social t·easons for their 
diminishing and ultimately excluding- Polyne
sians, but he could not imagine why they should 
force those men back again to a state >~gainst 
which evet·y itmtinct illld feeling revolted. 
::Onpposing that those islands were annexed and 
became part of the British dominions, as might 
be the outcome of the Convention held in 
Sydney, what would be their position? Should 
they claim the right to go to Samoa and Fiji and 
tlo 11nything they liked, and have laws on 
the statute-book actually prohibiting those men 
from coming to Queensland ? He should like to 
hear some explanation on that point. He had 
not heard a single arg-ument advt~nced why they 
shonld do anything that was arbitrary or unjust 
to those islanderH. Let those who were in 
employment go back, ,md those whose time had 
expired remain in the colony. 

Mr. AECHEE said he had been exceedingly 
pleased with the remarks of the last speaker, for 
he believed that to send civilised blacks back to 
their islands woul<l be a great cruelty. If the 
law had not hitherto been enforced, it was not 
the fault of the kanaka, whose offence-if it was 
one-in not going away they had condoned. N<> 
member of the Opposition had said a word 
against enforcing the law with respect to kanakas 
still under their agreements. What they objected 
to was compelling ti1ne-expired, ei vilised 1neu to 
revert to a, state of :-;a,vag-ery. So gros:-; n. pieee 
of injnstice mig-ht be j nstified, if the life or death 
of (.lueensland depended npon it; but it simply 
affected 1,200 or 1,300 men, who would every 
yea.1· clecre<:tse in nun1ber. The death-ra.te an1ong· 
Polynesians, he rcgrett8d to l"ay. waN n1ueh 
his-her than it "'lght to be, and he had not the 
di;;:hte:~t doubt. th:1t in te12 or· t:p,te!v~ "te.:.r._j ;J, 

ka'Ua:ka. in a tvvtnship 'Nould be rarely Gee'i11 
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;\lr. ~IOHEHEAD said it \l'a" Dbout time 
to Het hon. member~ right as to the position 
<>eeupied by the kanaka when brought into the 
euuntry. The :>3rd section of the principal Act 
>tated :-

.. At the expiration of tltc engagmnent of ::wy 
l:liJmtrer, lli~ employer ~hall ei1 her (•au:-;e him t.o he 
returned to hiZ' native island.; or, if the lahonrer doeti 
not then desire to return, pay ihP t-(Ulll of £i5 to the 
immigratioll ng-eut. to be applied ln defraying· the <'0:-<1 
of the returu lJa~~age or ~aid lahonrPr whc11 rPquil·t·d 
lJyhim." 

If that did not nmke the kanaka a free nmn he 
(Mr. Morehead) did not know what did. He 
would ask the Premier if he had <;~msidered how 
t.hat ehtH:St·' "iYOltld Sfl11rtJ·e w-ith tl1e <tHH'ntling-

ThB J-3l{l~.;\lJ}~1_-\, ·,:Jir.t l:.h~ 'ilW '!·i\'11 \\'il;-i f.'ll 

t.itel•- one of degrsc. lt "~ ·ts ·w,t deMired that 
the Bill sho1_lld otter the kann.kf1.\, a-nY induf_'ernent 
to rmnain in the culon3vl and he had hetm n.r_·tin;.; 
nn the a~.:.:m.rnption that it wah the c_le8iro pf the 

1 

Committee that thoy sh•mld ;::o. It \\',;,; only 
the other da:~· that the hun. member fol' l\lackay 
·:cid the Bill wao dealing with tl<e wrong 
thing altogether, and tlutt \vhat was 'Yanted 
was to prevent the employment of time-ex pire<i 
i,;lander,; in towns. As soon a,; they attempte<l 
to deal with time-expired i~lamler,;, they were 
told by the Opposition, "Oh, poor fellow,;! 
you must not touch them : they must be left 
free to do as they like." He could not follow 
tlw arg·u1neut of hon. 1nernbers OPIJObite, nud 
they could scarcely be belie,·ed to be in eamed 
when they contl'adicted them,;eh·e,; in such an 
Pxtr::Lordinary n1aJlllel'. The line n1ust be drawn 
:-;()mew here. There V\ ns no n1ngic in eight yea,rtl, 
~w ::;b; ye at's, ur fi Ye years ; they wanted to deal 
pmcticall,· with men \\·ho had really g-iven up 
t.hc intention of going hack to their islnndH. 
If a uutn 'f' agremueut tenninnted on the Xl~t 
I )ecember last, that w"' nu proof that he did 
not intend to go hack to his i.slaml: wherea.s if 
he ren1ained in the colony five yearr-- con~ 
tinnously after the expiration of his agreen1ent, 
Umt would he ,;ubetantiltl evidence of his inten
t,it)ll to insist upon reumining in the· culorty. 
They wanted to draw the line with the least 
injustice to the kanalm and the white man, es
pecially the white man, in the towns of ::\Iar·~·-
1 •orough and l\lackay particnbrl,·, where the:v 
were cmning into ccnnpetition \vith each other. 
At ::\Iackay kanakas \Wrc engaged in all kimls of 
work, and had acturL11y driven awa,\~ in1n1igranh; 
who had been brought ont from C l'cat Britain at 
,, large expense. 

:\lr. BLACK : Xo. 
'l'he PREl\'IIER said thev wet'<' tm~·ag·ed in 

nearly every occupation, and~ smue, he believed, 
were kept as a kind of <lccoy. He did not 
think those men had any special claim for con
siil.eration, although he would be reluctant to do 
an injustice to any class. 1:\nt they had to con
,;ider not only the kanakas, but their own people 
as well. Tt was their desire to cleal with the 
question in a practical nlanner, and \vithont 
doing injustice to any one. The hon. member 
for Oxley proposed five years as the limit. If .a 
man had been here less th<~n two yea.rs after hJR 
Jirst three years' engagement, he could not have 
become very civilised, and no injustice would he 
done. Ashesaicl before, it was simplya.qnestionof 
degree. He had considered eight ye:trs a very 
bir tim~, but he wa.s not wedded to it. Hun. 
members were perfectly free to express their own 
upmions upon the subject without regard to his 
'.iews, and he hoped hon. m em hers would exp1·ess 
their opinion,; exactly as they thought tlwm· 
,-:plYt~~. 

:11r. :::iTEYJ•:.:\'f\0:\ oaid th"J.lwn. mcmben-<bad 
pretty freely e:;;:presaed their opinione 1 aud wLy 
had not the !eJ.dsr d. ths G c·:ern!':ent t;i· en lha 

leader of the Oppo;::;ition nu alltlWt'J' to the r--nt;·ge:.;
tiou he had made? \\"hv had nut the hon. 
g-entleman said whether h"e woulcl accept th<1t 
1-'nggetJtion or not'? The hon. niein ber wm;ld uo 
doubt tell him the1·e was an mnendment m the 
way, hut he felt sme the hou. member for Oxley 
would withdraw his amenchnent, if the Premier 
would only give the leader of the Op]JJ>sition an 
answer. ·The hon. ge11tleuutn ·said it was a 
questi~n1 only of d~g:~c; 

1 
It wc1~; if~ they 

u·ave lli. to t11aL; C:LllQ 11 -r;nere Wa~ "LU ue a,ny 
giving in at all the J?rernier 1night well be 
sati~Jied to "ccept the "ugg-estion of the leader of 
the Oppo.,ition. For his (Mr. Ste\-ellson'ii) part, 
he thought tllf) leader nf the Oppu,;itioll hatl g<!ll<' 
ton ft-tJ' and ;;iven ill ti 1u lllat.:h. Ne\·et·al Lll';j11 
ntents they Iw.il IH~a,·d 1\··-'111 h•)1L gentle!ne11 
qpposJte did not £tpply t() th~ ~)~JlJ]e~t at all. 
The hiHL n1muhe1· f(jr \VidP. f_.;fJY (::\lr_ :!\tellnr) had 
rather let I_: he (~n,t out nf tbe bag ..,..-J1s11 hs ~aid tht.: 
fHll ·would dei.d Yer:v fairly with the sngar
p]ant.r,rs ~hut he had undersLoqd that the Hill \V~L 
brou~ht in in 1 mrsu~uH.:e of the lJled~e. gi \'en l1y 
the rreuder to :;et rid of black ln,1)()nr altogether. 
:i\"uw thev fnu11cl from one of the hon. gentle
nw.n:s O\\~n n1pporters that it \Vas a Bill intro
ducl1<l to deal fairlY with the sug-ar-planter. He• 
had thought the pled~·c was quite the other way. 
The h(m. ;.;cntlenwn had f-:n.id there were a good 
1nany veople about Brisbane looking for work, 
and he (l\[r. f;tevenson) h:td interjtcted, "\Vhy 
<lon't they dear out ?'' \\'hat he. meant '"""' 
why did they not clear out of 1:\n,;lmn~ to get 
wmk ~ He J,elieved they ong-ht to be sent 
ont, aud the UnYenJlll8llt ought to giYe theut 
'"·ery facility to get work outF<ide Bri"baue. 
\V ag-e~ ont~ide Brish1ne were Yery high, n.nd 
in the \V estern district onliwwy labonr could 
not he uut nuder £2 a week. ~-.\ 111:-tn C<tlllt~ ill 
to hiln fhe other clay r:eeldn~ for work, and hn 
tolcl him he lm<l heen nut as far'" (~old Creek 
looking for it. \Vhy, ab he told that llHUl, wheu 
he came to the colony Jirst he had s·<me ljOO mile,; 
out for work. Hnt, in nny cat;e, the argun1ent did 
not ap}Jh~: thrse 1nen hntl the right to go whcr'' 
they like~!, am! tid;:e'\\:lmt work they liked, and the 
Committee had no nght t" mterfer·e w1th then· 
ri(_("ht, unle~~ the (-}ovennuent were goiHg in fu1· 
thne smne ~v~ten1 (If repndin,tion in re;..;·;1rd to that 
matter"" in eYet'Y Rill thev had brought in that 
,, .. ,,iou. Tho.se inen cam;, here with the full 
nnderNtanding that :tfter tht~ir :lgremnt'nt had 
pxpired they wPre ~.]l()wed to go where the,\· 
liken in the colon,·, aml get 'dmt uuploynwnt 
tile I· liked, a.ntln.t the best wages thny conld get; 
and n grnS~ inju;.;tiee would be J,Jne thmu if the 
Committee legislated now to compel them to gu 
bad;: t" the plantation~ m· to tlwir islands to die 
a. rnisemhle death, for that would he the result 
of such legif-llntion. 

1\lr. ::\L-\.CJ~Of;SA::\" ,,aid the lemler of the 
Government had not advanced the solution of 
the question a single bit by 'wcusing members on 
the Opposition side of inconsi~tency, and tell
ing thern he could not folJo\v tbeir ~M·g-tnncntt.:J. 
He thon.,ht their arguments had been very plain, 
and the;e had been no ineon.si.stency whatever, 
so far ~tH he w::tt; aware, in his arguruents about 
time-expired i.slanden;, He .had alw~ys been 
opposed to the employment of t,;hmdm·s m town,;, 
am! had propooe<l years ago that they should )w 
confined to the plantation,;; bnt he had never 
proposed tha.t after men lu1d been allowed to b~ 
employed in towns: they should . he emu
pelled to "" back agan1 tu the plantatwus. The 
hem. g-entleman ha< I said it was simply a question 
of c_le,rree~whet}wr it ~honld he f:lix. :-:.even, or 
ei:-;·ht\·em·,;. He (\lr. ~h.erm·sall) th••u;;ht it 
wn~ nqL a rp_ret;til)n :--:h11ply qf de ;r~c; but a, qne~·> 
t.iup _of pr·il·~~ir!lc ; a.nrl :1pon .1. 'l_la•:ltioD 1"lf 
pr1r-·~1ph3. ~e d!,{. not, tJnnk ~b.r:y v;·n11ld b~
p.Iatif. ed 1n .a::cfT~lllf' a, ::,...,~rr-:::lnise, It "'·''.;te a. 
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question of great principle-whether men should 
he enslaved or not. The hon. gentleman and other 
hon. gentlemen on the opposite side said that it 
was not a great ha,rdship that those men should 
be sent back to their islands or be sent to work 
on the plantations again ; but the very fact that 
they desired, in the exercise of their free will, to 
remain in the colony rendered it slavery to 
compel them to return to their islands. The 
a.rguJuent;.; UKed by different men1ben; on the 
( lpposition side of the Cormnitteethat evening had 
far greater force since the leader of the Opposi
tion ha< I read the clause of the Act by which the 
lmv contempbted those isL1nders w<;uld remain 
lq the eolony. \Vh::ttevet' fnreP wa~ in their 
1rgu!nents befure ·was f'BrtainlY "'t'l'V wuch 
:h·engthened by the discc-,' ery --Df tfw£ cla~1se. 
He ha,d been expecting the leader of the Govern
l"ent to get up and reply tn that clause, but 
he camfnlly av(Jidecl iL ·He wo,,, not awnre that 
the law gaYe those meu the right to remain, but 
it did su, nnd if any had chosen to remain the 
Committee had no busine"s tohtke that rightirom 
{.hem. They were not g-iving- then1 a privileg"e, as 
the hun. mom bPr lmd contended muro than onee 
Lhat evening : but they were depl'iving them of 
t.he ver·y greatest privilege--one which they 
theni'ehes would fight to maintain-that was the 
right to the exercise o£ their own freA will. Many 
qf those men were partly eh·ilised :tnd Christian
i'tJd before they came here, aud the missionaries 
had objected to their coming; :tnd certninly they 
had acquired son1e higher degree of eiYili:-:;ation 
when they came in contact with the whites. 
Those were the meu who had chosen to remain 
here, and not the snvage kmmka: and it would 
l>e an act, not unly of injustice, but of uufeeliug 
eruelty to send those men hack to their islands 
nr to compel them to work on plantations. The 
fact thttt the:v hnd cho,,en other employment was 
pruof that they did not wish to work on the 
plnntations. He hoperl the hem. gentleman, 
when he got up to a1·gue a. question, \vould not 
,,Jmse the Opposition hy "aying they were incon
;-:i:-:;telJt, ctlld Nhow hi:-; own want of clearnes:-; bv 
"t:vin~; that he eoulr! not follow their arguments, 
\\7hidt were dear enough and UlHtllS\verable. 
\Vonld the hon. gentleman accept the proposal 
made by the hon. lllemher for Oxley, to lea1·e a 
blank in tlw chtnse and let the Colllmittee fill it 
in~ If the hon. gentleman would accept it he 
would get through the clause nmch sooner. They 
knew Yery well that the hon. gentleman had " 
majority who would throw juAtice and-as the 
hon. Jllember for Faesifcrn S>tid--truth and 
liberty to the wind. They argued one way, and 
finished up by snying they would vote an;,ther; 
in fact, they Yoted as the hem. gentleman 
wished them. If he wished, by his majority, 
to force the term of eight years, the Opposition 
could not alter it ; but they \muld take care 
tlutt. they did not do a,nything to infiict an in
Justice. 

}fr. STl~VEi\'S ~airl he thought that some of 
\.he intelligent electors of the coiimy would hardly 
know whnt to make of their representatives. 
He did not believe there were hnlf-a-dnY.enmen in 
the Committee who did not tell their constituents 
that they would do what they could to confine 
htnalms to tropic<tl agriculture or en <lea vuur to 
do away \Vith them altogether. The whole ques· 
tion had now been fully discnesed, and he 
thouf(ht that the opinion of hon. members 
vcncrally wns, not that the term should be limited 
to three or five yenrs, but that some time should 
be fixed ,,·hen it should be commenced. He wns 
ineliued tn think it \nml<l he bette1· to take it fr01n 
the cm! of!ast yeOJ,,._ That would meet the difficulty 
fairly, There would be no inju"tice done to the 
ka,naka.r:;\ the pla,!1ters "H01Ild ha.~,·t: ne rea,son 
{:0 oo:np~a!L~.; anrl i hs - -:r1d~\:: rne-::t -·· ·ould n-:>t 
mffer at. ail. 

Mr. JYIOJtEHEAD said he proposed to quote 
from a paper which was supposed to he a friend 
to the Premier, though why he did not know. 
An :u-ticle appeared in the Telegraph on Thurs
dny, -February 7. It tt!luded to people who were 
constantly writing to the Courier· and other 
p:tpers as to coolie labour, nnd then gnve an 
extract from the K atalllie,·c<tntile Adve,rtiser (:t 
Durham pnper) of December 1, 1883 :-

"·while urging and demanding the imposition or 
restriction~ on the number of Indians who are brought 
into and allowed to settle in Natal, no one will wish 
to hamper the f'ugar-growing interest. All that will 
be l-'Onght to he accomplished 'vill be that when the 
Indians haYP t~ompleted their indentures to the plante:r 
thr"· t-ihall hn eompcllcd to re-engage theJn-,dves iH 
smTicc Ol' returu to their own countrv. The terms .!1!'~ 
fair enong.h, It is .not-right tha.t thC coast interest, a 
compargJiyely ;,nlall though wealth~· one, should pro~per 
selfishly at the expense of the whole colo:nyj and the 
lEBJO\t that can be agreed upon ;will be that while the: 
colony bears a) good portion of the expense of thi8 
jntroduction of labour for the benefit of the planterB 
the eolony shall not be withered by tlle fastening 
on its Yita.l 11ortious a life-destroying parasite. On 
t.he 30,000 Indians already in this colony the new 
nonclitiom• ~~onld not be imposed, beeausc they were 
not. i.nsbted npon when the veo11Ie agreed to com(; 
to Natal: but as they are here, and as they evidently 
mean to stay here, they should be made to contribute 
af' substantially as their prolit warrant to the goYern
ment. and supvort, and rl.evclopment of the country." 
That wa,; the way another BritiRh colony pro· 
posed to deal with a great evil-an evil certainly 
out of proportion to any that eonld :.rise in 
Queenslnnd by the small number of knnakas 
who would be allowed to remain. He hoped 
the Premier would see thnt the newspaper 
which supported his pm-ty, by the extract it pnt 
in, would deal fairly with the time-expired 
htnakas as the Xatal Go,-ernment proposed to 
tleal \rith the 30,000 coolies there. He trusted 
the h(m. member for Logan would :.gree to the 
proposition they had made. A concession was 
being made by their party, and he trusted the 
suggestion would be accepted. 

:\lr. ISA:i\IJ3ERT said that if they eonsidered 
for one moment the amount of sense of fairness 
pumped np by the Opposition that evening, and 
considered what utter stranger" they had been to 
"' ;;ense of that justice in their conduct in the 
past by their treatment of the lmnakas, the con
trast was YBlT great. 1<'rom the very moment 
these men were engaged to the time they left, 
it \V:ti-i one great crirne and horror. They 
were robbed \\"hen they were rl'.cruited, and 
robbed when they left. The hon. member for 
Mackay tried to· prove too much. They had 
heard that kanakas were willing to do work 
which white men would not do ; but how 
wns that brought about? It was brought 
about by compu!Hion. In ~Iackay there was " 
system of robbing kanakas when they got their 
money, and it was there that the " mean white" 
wtts produced. He wae; told that nmny kanakas 
robbed their masters of sugar and sold it for rum, 
8..nd that the "Illf?:•.n '\'7hites '' s,sHistcd them in it. 
The hon. member for :iYiackay knew it, but he 
was c:.reful to hide it. It was not n question of 
justice or fair phty ; it was a question of how to 
limit the evils already existing, No one doubted 
thnt by compelling islanders to return, or re
engage, nn injustice would be committed ; but 
that was nothing to the wrong that h:.d been 
committed. To remedy thnt, they were obliged 
to sny thttt the time should be limlted to Pither 
ti vc or eight year;;, 

:\rr. BLACK said that he di<l not often tab-. 
:my notiee of what the hnn. member for Rose· 
\\"!)od ":aid c,n a :-;ubjf'et Nueh aH that now under 
discussion} becaune t.h£' h~>n. hl'utle1nan knew 
nothin& JLbout it, 

)fro I5A:lfBE::E.T I b . .1· e ~e£11 Ln:·ut;h :! rL 
in ~~fBryb:;rough. 
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::Ylr. 8LAC K said the hon. gentlem:1n wits ,;o 
I=P'Oi:klly iguorant, if it waK pa.rlia1nentary tm;ny ~o-
if not, he would withdmw the expre>ision <tnd u.-<e 
Hmne other WOl'dH to expresf3 the hou. gentlmnnn '~ 
ignorance-that it wits hardly worth while reply
ing to him. ~'he hon. ;;·entlenmn s<tid that 
lmtmkas were robbed on leaving- the colony. 
That was itn exploded charge which used to h•l 
hrong-ht forward in the early chy>i, when it was 
suppo>ied th>tt the kamtka was "much-injured 
individwd. The lmnakn could look after hi.-< 
11Wn intere~ts as well tl,~ any \Vorking 1uau, 
<tml, so far from bein;;· robbed, he g-ot far 
more value for his rr~oney than he (Mr. 
Bbck) could. :For years before the kanaka 
got hi>i final payment, his chief amuse
ment on f::htturday night was iu going frmn 
store to store to see where he could get the 
eheapet-:t thing.-;. The ka.:na.k~L wa,:-; not robbed, 
;end he (:\Tr. !Hack) wonhllm f:tiling- in hi.-; dnt;• 
J.q the Htorekeepel'H in ~hteka.y--- a:-: well a,:-; to those 
in Hri:·illalll~ a.nd ~larylJol·nugh if he al1o\\Td ~->nch 
:~ dmrge t,o pas~ withHnt eontntdietinn. Tlw,t, 
f.he ka.nakn. wu,.._ not rohhefl \\-a.-.; a 1 1let:e of infonua
l.inn which it \\·ould he well for the hon. memher 
t,q trC<Lt-'Ure up. ~Another tldng which the h011. 

;;eutleman did not "ee1il to know was that the 
Polyne"ian Act was never passed. in the interests 
of the planters, but to protect the Polynesian. 
If they swept aw:ty the Act to-morrow the result 
would be tlmt coloured labour··rs would still he 
brought into the colony, but without any regula
tions. That w:ts the great0st danger to the 
working man tlmt could be contemplated, ancl it 
,va,::; the du,nger vvhich wa.~ creeping into the 
country at the present time. The planters, 
finding- that they could not get enough labour, 
;utd that the Gover1nnent were ha.ntpering 
the1u, were even now sending to i:ieveral 
part.-; of the world to uhtaiJ{ nnregu!:tted 
coloured labour. There h1it l the real danger 
to the working- man. Did the hem. gentle
man know that no ]e:;s than 3,000 unregu
lated coloured labourers came into the colony 
last year? That could he verified by a 
return which had been l:ticl on the table of 
the House. He asked hon. members to patme in 
the face of such a growing eYil, as, if sorne n1eaus 
were not taken to ~top it, it ntut':lt grow. He had 
alwny~ insisted that there should be proper regu
lationf:.\, hnt there \Vas nothing now to prevent 
the planters going to 8ingapore a.nd bringing 
down ::VIalays. They might sweep awa,y the Act 
if they liked, but they could not prevent the 
intrciduction of coloured labour, while :1t the smne 
time they removed the only safeguard which the 
working rnen of the colony no\v po:-;,...;e,..;~ed. He 
did not think that <tnv lwn. ntembc>r of the 
Committee meant tu eeL); that they shonltl pa,-.: an 
Act to ]Jrevent e\·ery man whose face""" a little 
d::trket· than theirs front cmuing- into-the country. 
'fhere was a free trade in labour, as there WftS in 
everything- else, and those who employed coloured 
laboUI' were only trying, by bringing pressure to 
hear un the Goverurnent to nu1.ke thmn nnder
st>tnd the clanger of having- it brought into 
the colony without regulations. The hon. 
member for Itosewood talked about the g-a,ols 
in :Mm·yborough and :Maclmy being- tillecl with 
Polynesians. That was not the case, bnt why 
should he (jl,h. Blltck) attempt to arg-ue ag-ainst 
it'! 'rhe hou. gentlerua.n Raid also '' tha.t he 
repreHented tnore n1ean white8 '' than auy other 
hon. member ; that was not only :tn inonlt tn 
the people, l>nt it wn.s als" nntru". Ho mnlcl 
pro\'e it hy tlw fact th:tt the r:ontlition <>f th" 
\~,-orking ltlC'll in -;\fn,ekay wrt~ better th;ul in 1 

any other part of (lueeH,lnncl. '" could be ua,ily 
r~ron'd l'y tht• :-.;n,,-lnp::-: Bauk l'Pturn". whi<'h 
.'-hOWP.d that tlJt• jiH:n~nr-;t' ill t,]H', S:l\ ilJg'~ of tJu~ 
\\()rkin~ m:u1 i<J.t.eh· wa~ in '\{;M . ..:kaY 
L1<H1 uJ an:v· 1Aher r~u L t:f ~t!l'.::t.hc"r 

thing which the hon. gentle1nan did not betLI' in 
1nind wa~ that, nutwith;o}ta.ndiug a,ll that \Ya,/:1 Haitt 
ctgainRt the coloured rr1an, the hmne:-;tead i:ielec
tors actnallv came of their own free choiue nml 
took np n'tore homesteads in the district of 
::Vlacbw than in anv otber district of the 
colony.u Could a phtCe where that was going 
on be such a dreadful pbce 1cfter all ~ H u 
did not think it was worth his while takhtg 
''IIY notice of the statemeuts the hllll. gentleman 
hat! brought forward. They were simply the 
in1aginatiou of his own bra,in, and could not in 
any w>ey be subRtanthtted. He C:\Ir. Black) 
had expre:;,sed tbo.-c:e opinions on BevercLl previouH 
occttsions, and anything the hon. member might 
sa,y, or ho\vever he ntight try to iu.snlt the 
constituency he (::\Ir. Black) had the honour to 
repre~ent by calling then1 " n1emt white~," nnd 
"'aying- the g-aolR were fu1l of kmw .. ka~, ht· <:llltld 
<dfnrd to tt-ea.t \\'ith contun<pt. He mig]ll., 
perll<tJI~"· have lHi~utHler,bJod the hnn. ItH'n1h0r, 
;L:-; hi:-: 11t.tnrall<:l-'·~ wnrl' not a.Iv.~ay.-.; v~.TY dr•;Jr ~ h11L 
if he had gin~n 11tteranct~ to ;_~,n\~ t-:!\lll'·e:-::-;ion:-:; t.lw!. 
\Vl~l'e not ,\-:ttTantud hy \\·hat t11e hnn. tneH~lH'I' 
~mirl, he :-;hould 1Je hapvy to ~Lpul(1gi:-:e if lw 
pointed them out. 

:\Ir. ISA~lBEJrl' "tiel the hon. llHl!U ber had"" 
the present occasion m<ecle the Rame kind of spceel1 
that he always m:tde when trying to defentl a lmcl 
case. He (:\lr. Isambertl did not say that all 
the people at J\Iaclmy were" mean whites," hut 
that there were more of that cla.,s of people there 
than anvwhere else in the colonv. Black labour 
WllS bou.nd to produce the "ame result here as it c]icJ 
in SonthArnericacluringthe sla ye trade; and if they 
continued tu impmt cheap labour of that kind 
they would ha,·e "mean whites" nil over the 
colony, and the white popnbtion would haw to 
clear out. The hem. member had done moJ·e to 
disprove hi:; own argn1nent:;, \vhen he pre:;entefl 
n petition to the Hou:-;e, :;igned by several lnm~ 
Jred. per8on::;, a::-;king the evil in flUestion to be 
clone awny with :tltogether, tlmn anything that 
could be said. Nowhere vwttH the evil so crying an 
at J\Iackay. 

The P H..K:YIIEE H<ticl, as f:tr as he could 
understan(i, the opinion of the Con1n1ittee wa~ 
that eight yearn was too long a period, and he 
would therefore accept an amendment tixillg it 
rtt a shorter time. 

Mr. G JU~IES said the hon. member fm 
i\'Iack:ty had stated that kanakas leaving the 
colony lutd ne,·er been robbed o~ cheated in 
hnying- g·oods; but if he would tun1 to a report 
fl'lllll 1lr. HotTock~:~, l->()l.Yllt:tiiv .. n1usp8ctor, \Vhich 
would be found iu "V...-otef.i and Proceedi11g~ for 
1877, ~' vol. ~' page 1~37, he "'onl(l find. the Htate~ 
1uent that they had been robhecl was per
fectly tme. It having· beell repmted to the 
lnspeetor that cert<ein Polynesians on ho:wd the 
~' Chance,'' \Vho \V ere returning hmue, had been 
cheatetl in the purchase of g·oods at i\'Iaryborough, 
he had appointed a 1nercantile gentlmuan, :filr. 
Sontherden, to go to the vessel am! examine the 
goods and state their value. }'rollt his report it 
appeared that in the c>tse of one islander, named 
J\Iurook, who hadexpended£1B, there was:tn oveJ·. 
charge of £418,;. 4d. \Vas there no r<lbberythere? 
Then, in the case of Coopedow the expenditure 
was £14; o;·ercluuge, £213s. utl. Jn other cases 
there were ovetchmges of £3 l4s. 4d. on an e~
penclitme of £14; £i) 12s. !Jd. on £12; £:3 4s. 4tl. oJt 
Jn4; £1) 3s. lid. on t:1\ ancl so on. Thern wem 
flhont a hnndrerl ini-:tn.llCPS ~and h:1w, in tlH~ fact~ 
,,f that, eonlcl tlw h•m. lllt'Uthnr st,mtl np in thL· 
Comlltitte<' ant! say lculdlytlmt knnnkas haclne1 ne 
been roblx;rl? They h,ttl been ml1hed repeakcll\' 
of hnu<hed;-: of l111Hlld:-l h~T :-;torekee1H:'J'1-(. 

\1 r. .. \!{CH 1-:H. s.-cid he ditl11<>t ""'' "b1t thn 
:--t;J,tcnwnt.:-: ·At h•:- llf·\n, t_cnt.lt:nlall had t!J du wit.l1 
tk j'1c ,ti·.'lL Thelr:·n. nwmbor f.:r ~ lad;:•;, 'tatet.! 
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thilt kanakai' were not robbed, lmt that wtts tt 
general statmnAHt. [t W<-l~ Kolnething the Ra1ll8W·.; 

,;aying that white men were nut ro!JlJed of their 
witge,, and yet they ,;aw every tlay ca>;es in the 
police conl't \\.·he1·e :-;el'vant.-; elahne<l 11101'8 

wag0, th,tn they were paid, so tlmt either 
uta.Hters nlust rob their Hervants or ~erva.ntH 
made very false charges. There might be "ome 
dishonest storekee]Jers in :iYlaryborough who 
cheated kanakas, but they were not going to 
defmul all the storekeepers in the country. 
\VIuct the hon. member for JYiack:w and hon. 
1uembers on that sicle of the Cmmnittee were 
contending for was that the ]Jianter·· did not 
rol, them··-that they got their money from the 
planter' ; it \\·as the "torekeepers ancl not the 
plantm·s who rolJbecl them. But that had nothing 
t" do with the question l1efore them, \Yhich was, 
whether the:-r were justified in ><ending men who 
hi~d worked in the country as civilhed men for 
years back to their own 'islands, whether they 
"were \Villing or not, tu 1·eturn to a 8tate of 
Rilvagery ~ He maintained that they were not 
justified in doing so, and thought the sugges
tion of the hon. gentleman at the head of the 
Uovernment was one that might very fairly be 
accepted. 

Que,tion-That the word "eight., stand Jmrt 
of the clause-put and negatived. 

}\fr. MOREHEAD moved that the blank be 
tilled up by the insertion of the word "three," 
and in order to rnake it clear he would add, 
after the worrl " years," the words "from the 
I st .hmmry, 1884.'' 

:Mr. GRIM [<;S said that before the amendment 
IV<ts put he would a,;k whether hi,; amendment 
slwnld not l•e pnt; he hact a prior right, and 
1noved thilt the blank b" tilled np by the in
:-;m·tion of the \vord "five." 

The I'HKcVITER saicl the 13lst Standing Order 
WiiS as follows :--

H ·when there comes :t question between the greater 
:tnd the lesser sum, or the longer or shorter time, the 
teaRt .sm~; and longcf.:.t time shnJl first he put to the 
~jHC:-\tiOn. 

Mr. MOREHEAD si~id that if the hon. 
1nmnber for Oxley was going to take a(h~~tntage 
of a trick--

:\fr. GRLY1ES: It is not a trick. 
:\fr. J\IOit.EHEAll said a suggestion was 

marlc by himself to the Premier. He suggested 
that the time should be three years, and before 
he coultl get illl answer from the Premier the 
lton, member for Ox!ey thought he would steill 
a milrch and move his amen<lment. He would 
nut get it. 1t wa·• a trick that was unworthy of 
:my member of the Committee. The proposition 
he nmrle w:ts n distinct one, :md he Wi~S waiting 
fdr :tn :..tnRwer frorn the Pre1nier. 

~\rr. GF~DTJDH said ho certainly ohjected to 
l1eing ,]nmted in that way. He move<l the 
olllinsion nf the word "eight," with n Yit"W of 
i n~erting ''five.'' 

Question put. 
_\Ir. :YfACROSSAX :,aid he thought it was 

very nnfilir of the hrm. gentleman at the head of 
the Government to allow that. The hon. mem
ber knew perfectly well that the leader of the 
Opposition had made a proposition. He pro
posed that the 1st .)annary last should be taken 
as n period, nnd asked the Premier if he would 
accept it. The hon. gentlmnan gave hiln no 
awnver. One or twn n1e1nbers got up and spoke, 
nn< 1 >tll the time the leader of the Opposition w>ts 
waiting for an answer from the Premier. He 
<lirl not know whether the leader of the 
< Jpposition knew the member for Oxley was 
taking- advant11ge at the time. He certainly 
<lit! bke :t<lvantage, anrl matle a proposition 
dnrin~· tlw time the h,wler nf the Opposition 

W<tti \Vaiting. Tt wa~ vel'y unLtir mul uncaJle<l~ 
for that the leatler of the <+overnluent shonl<l 
not ask his supporter to withdraw his ilmen<l
ment i~nd allow the other to be put. 

The PltEMTER si~itl that when a blank was 
created to be filled up any member of the Com
mittee might propobe to do it. There waR no 
qnef::\tion of priority. The Chairrnnn was l1ound 
to put the longest period first. ;:;uppose any 
hon. member proposed a longer time, that wonlrl 
supersede the C[Uestion proposed by the hon. 
member for Oxley, so that there was no question 
of priority. So long as the hon. member pro
posed a longer time than the three years, ]'i-< 
nwtion must be put first. There was no takmg 
i~dvantage, il" the Standing Order expressly_ p;-o
vided for wch cases. If he was not "at1s!ied 
with live and proposed seven, his motion wou1d 
supersede the other. The rule was an arbitrary 
one. vVhat difference would it possibly make '! 

Mr. }\fOREHEAD said he wonld not .'11Jow 
himself to be tricked by the hrm. member at the 
head of the Government. The hon. gentleman 
fell back from giving an answer to the propoRi
tion he made for some considerable time, >tnd in 
the meantime a scheme was devised to prevent 
the suggestion he had mi~de being put to the 
vote. The hon. gentleman had better learn a 
little about Polynesians, as was his (Mr. More
heild',;) intention. 

'l'he PREMIER : Do you mean ohstructinn ? 
Mr. MOREHEAD: Yes; if the hon. gentle

man could not do that which was right iln<l 
proper, he won Id show him that the Opposition 
were not to be beaten by force of nnmhers. 

The l'RB:\1IlUt : 'Why did you not say so 
before? 

Mr. MORKHEAD said they had no intention, 
and the h<m. Premier knew it. They cmne thel'<' 
prepared to do whilt they considcrerl justice to 
all men, and that justice was proposed to be 
done: but what were they to thmk of the legish<
tors opposite, or the Ministry? He held in his hm1d 
the original Polynesian Bill-a Bill brought down 
by the Government, and when the Premier was 
waited upon by deputations from different part' 
of the colony with regard to it, he told them not 
to trouble him with any information-he knew 
all about it, and that he knew more than they 
could tell him. The hon. gentleman next came 
down with a bundle of amendments. Then Jw 
issuetl "greenbackR," \V hi eh he Rerved out to hon. 
members as the outcome of his law i~nd wisdom. 
Then he amended them again. That night he had 
submitted a li~rge number of amendments on hi.-< 
amen<lment, ilnd yet he asked them to go 011 

with those shreris and patches. 'rhe Bill woul<l 
have to be recommitted half·a-dnzen tinws be
fore it could be put in order. The hem. gentlP
man did not know hit; own mind; >LlHl hP 
now proposetl to deal with the question of 
time-expired labourers in order to pacify ROllH' 
little clamour which had not :wisen-·-certn.inly 
not in J1riRl)ane or a.ny\vhere elRe, so far as lle 
was a .. \1"~tre-and in doing so he was attempting 
tn do an injustice to a considerable nnmher 
of men. He had made a proposition to the 
Government-a reasonable propm;ition, becanf-ir> 
iiS he had shown by the 23rrl section of thP. 
principal Act, kanakas, at the expimtion of 
their agreetnent, \\'ere free to Rtay in tht~ 
colony m· go, ns they liked. But holding· 
i~S they did that the increasing number of 
time-expired isbnders in their midst was not 
a good thing, they \vere willing to n1eet thn 
({overnment a111l let the past go. He wonlclnot 
be a, party to doing an injustice to n1en v;;ho had 
done them no harm, and who had certainly not 
interfered with the white man's labour milrket 
in Brisbane. _ffe would again aNk the hon. g'f'l1· 
tlP.lnan to n~~Bnt tn hi~ prnpo~ition. T t \l'fJ,c.. n 
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small matter, but it would enable them to avoid 
the stigma of repudiation. He would ask the 
hon. member for Oxlev to withdraw his amend
ment and Kubstitute th>~ee years instead. He did 
not think the Government" would be surrendering 
::mything in the matter, while the Opposition 
were surrendering a great deal. 

Mr. MACDONALD-PATKRSON s<Lid the 
Premier would not be performing- hi.s duty, 
or keeping faith with the eonntry, if he 
•tcceded to the suggestions th:tt came from the 
other side. Indeed, he would l1e lmrdly keep
ing faith with the country if he acceLled to 
the amendment of the hon. member for Oxley. 
'The constituencies which had sent representa
tives who sat on the Ministerial benches had 
decided that that class of labour should be 
entirely confined to plantation work ; and he 
could not understand the attempt to bring the 
Pren1ier lnt.o a posjtjon tn 1.vhich he trnsted 
the hon. member would never let himself be 
lowered. The Premier must stand fast to what 
he had put before the Committee, and it was 
time for them to say to the Opposition, " Thu~ 
far shall you go, but no farther." If the Premier 
attempted to go beyond the amendment of the 
hon. member for Oxley, he would not be keeping . 
faith with the country nor with the members at ' 
his back representing the gTeat majority of the 
constituencies. 

Mr. STEVEXS said he did not ,ee wlutt 
harm it would do if the hon. member for Oxley 
gave way on the point. If a majority was in 
favour of five years, a shorter time was not likely 
to be carried. He wished to say that, as far as 
he was concerned, he should not take part in any 
obstruction. They were there to settle the 
question, and if the majority did harm it would 
rest on their own heads. 

Mr. MACROSSAN said the hon. member for 
l\foreton was under a mistake-namely, that they 
went to the country, and that the country re
turnfld them on the qnc:;tion that time-expired 
kanakas shuuld be sent back to the plnntations or 
to their islands after having been eight years in tl"' 
<'.iJ]ony or five yoars. He did. not think tho Kan;cka. 
question \\'as brJorn the eonntry at uJl during- th~ 
dections. lt w'cs the Coolie question th:tt ,,.,'"then 
before the country. 'l'he hon. mcm\,er WitS ont of 
his depth entire!~·. But the Premier did not de
serve much credit for the way in which he had 
intl·oduced the Bill; for after examining all the 
amendments, and comparing thmn with the 
principal Act, it would be found that the hon. 
gentleman had been re-enactin~ what wns actu
ally in existence, evidently showing that he did 
not understand the Kanakn q rrestionso thoroughly 
:ls he tried to lead the deputation that waikd on 
him to believe, when he said that he required no 
information from anyone un the subject. The 
l"'n. gentleman now had to get his information 
from members whu thnmtenecl what thev woulcl 
do to him if he dared to recede from the tive 
yenrs proposed by the hon. member for Oxley. 
He (llfr. Macrossnn) had been a long time a 
member of the House, but he had ne1cr "een a 
supporter of the Government <tttack the lea< ler of 
it as the hon. member for :Horeton had just done. 
He had seen several members un the ( lovernment 
side of the Committee differ from their leade1·, but 
he had never before seen them bully him, '"'d it 
was certainly a very humiliatin<;· position for a 
Government and the leader of a Unvernmeut to 
''ccupy. The hou. member spoke of settling the 
r[uestion, but he waH not settling the ,1uehtion. 
He had told them the other day that the rjuestion 
wns not ripu for Hettlement. He Llid not think it 
would ever he ripP- for Rt~ttlPrHent so long a:-; 
the present Covernrnout t·mnainn(l in ottiee. lt 
was too goo<l a fruit not to leave hanging (Ill thn 
treP to ripen, benfl.nse if qpve it 1·ipenerl it "·nnld 

fall off, and there would be no more nibbling at 
it. They were going to have the Chinese question 
shortly, hut that was not ripe either, he believe<L 
The Kanaka question certainly was not ripe, from 
what they had seen that afkrnoon ; and it "'"" 
not going to be settled by the Bill before them. 
If the country, as had been said, ha<l said any
thing at all about the settlement of the Coloured 
Labour question generally, no other conclusion 
could be come to than that it was a dAcisioll 
that there should he uo more of it. But the 
Kanakl question was not beforo the country (lt 

all. The hou. g-entlem:tn at the IJeml of the 
Government knew very well that the pohition lw 
(Mr.JYlacrossan) occupied upon that <Jnestion wao 
the one he ha<l alw:tys occupied, and the one h" 
occupied at his election. He had never receded 
lt single inch from the opinions that he expreRSed 
in that House beforp, the dissolution of the last 
.P::1rlia1nent, an(l when hefore his constituent;;;. 
He even went further. It W<LS not a question of 
kanakas, but a question of coolie•, and of Chinese 
more than of co•>lies in his electorate; and it 
was >llso more " r1uestion of l\Ialays than of 
coolie,, and the kanakas were left in the 
background altogether. There was a sort of tacit 
adnli8sion, not only in hiR electorate bnt, H> 
far :ts he could observe, in :tll the other elec
torates, that the K1maka qnestion shoc1lrl be 
kept out of view altogether. Th•3 hon. genth'· 
man at the head of the Government had himself 
,;tated more than once that he could never 
see his way clear to interfere with the I'oly
nesiml question. He believed the hon. gentle· 
man had made use of those exact words. 
He was often, he said, urged by his friends 
to prohibit the >mportation of kanakas, but 
he conld neyer Hee his way clear to interfnre 
with their importation, as they had bee11 
allowed tl) con1e into the conntry. Ko fat· frnHt 
the question being a. bul'ning one-aJ<; the hon. 
memlier for l\loreton claimed--he belien<d th,, 
hon. gentleman a.t the head of the Uovernment 
could. settle the qne·;tion if he pleased, and 
1aake it thref'~ five, or f'ight year~j or entirelv 
prohibitory, and the conntry wonld Ih)t interferr 
in t!tH matter. 11 e did nnt believe for" singk 
ntnn~tmt tha.t if the• eountry wa.:-; JlOllPd to-nloJ·. 
row- it \Vonld go in fol' inflicting inju~tice nn :1 
Hingle kanaka. He h:td more fa.ith in thp, hom·kl 
intentions of the elt>ctors of the colony, and i11 
the ><ouml common sense and knowledge of jnh
tice of the working men of the colony, than to 
Ray they vvould for a :;ingle nwn1ent consent to 
do an injustice to a few kanakas in the colony 
who had worked out their three years' engage
Inent. ..:\uy \Vorking n1:1n vd10 looked f4eriou:-~ly 
at the question \muld see at onee that there wak 
no danger in it. The hon. member fc,r J\1ackay 
told them that there were only about 200 time-ex 
J•irerl isbnders in ilfackay, and he believed theto 
were more in ;vraclmy than in any other town in the 
colony, with the exception, perhaps, nf ~\Iary
hnrough. Thokc two places complaim'Ll chieth· 
of the evil of knuaka.s being allowed to wurk il1 
town:-:, but even if there we1·e ::3.)0 in f':teh nf 
those towns the eYil \Vould not be Ht) very grf'at.. 
and, as had l1een 1X•inted O<lt th>tt aftemoon, it 
\Vonld 1)e every day getting leRs; it wonlrl not lH· 
e~llowecl tu grow. The prndRion,; they had 
already inserte<l in the Bill would pre\'ent tlw 
eyi] fl'mn growing-. \Jl the Oppo~ition \\'<LlltPd 

to <lo was what he 1Jelie1·ed the cmmtrv wo~tld 
appro\·e of-- that wa.:-:, not to do an injlistice to 
thn"A ka,nakn.P.. 'vho had 'l.Crvecl nnt their three 
yea,rs' engagernent. He did not knov.~ whetlwl' 
the hem. rnembm· for Oxley was a.ware th,d. 

i he \V:=ts taking nn <:LtlV<tntagn whnn hP lllUrif· 

hit-: a1nendnwnt ~lnd the hon. ::;:entlf'IH~tn at th~· 
head of the ( }ppo;-;itiou \V a:-; waiting an ~Lllswer 
from the .Prmnier. Had he got that ;Lnsw~r h<· 
'""'lld ha1·e pl'OJ'o'erl ;J.JJ nnwndment: Jw """ 
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only w1titing to ~ee if the hon. the Premier would 
accept the amendment. He would have made it if 
the hon. gentle1nan had l'efUSt'll; they \YOnld have 
gone to a, division, a.nd there w~mlclhavebeonan 
nml of it. But the preoent circnm,;tance,; had all 
the appenrante nf an adYantage heing ta.ken, 
whether intenticnmlly or nnintenti•nutll~·, hy the 
member for Oxley. As to the 13lst Standing 
( )rder, he cl id not think it V·: at: n-rer uuLde to 1neet 
n <tnestinn of trutt kind. 1 t 1\ '" made to meet a 
question in defenc:L~ of the colony iu tht) ex
penc1itnre of monn~·- Tf the hem. gentleman at 
the l1ettd of the l{cl\·ernment lookeel at the 
Standing Unlt'l' and n~ed hi:s 1nmnory, he \Ya:=s 
(1nite cm'tain he would co1ne to the B<:tnle conclu
,;ion that he (J\lr. :'\lacro.<"'1n) had come to 
upon that ~nbject. Nhorter or longer tilue in 
the lll'e::;ent qne;:;tinu was not a qlleKtion 'vhel'e 
uwuey wal) concernf'rl, hut waR rtuite :.t difft;rent 
thing. If the ho11. tnernber fut· Oxley wunltl 
withdmw hiH amendtHent--

The COLOXIAL TREA:-\lTRER: It cannot 
be put aftel'lvanl,. The l,nJgeBt time nmst he 
put first. 

.:\lr. i\L\C'IlO:--\i::L\.X ,;rtid it would he the 
longeBt time then. Thm·e mmld be 11o otlwr 
tirue hefore tl1e Uonn11ittee. 

The PHK\liEJt Bai<l it '"'" nut worth <liB
pnting abont Hneh a thing. lt was hardly tit 
for full·grown children to t<tlk al!lmt. \\'hether 
the Uhainuan ruled one wnv or anothPl' \\·nnlrl 
uot ntake the ~lighte;-{t differeTice. 

}[r. i\101CEHEc\J) said the hon. gentleman 
wonlJ not a;Kbt the ddmte by talking in that 
way. \\'h:Lt were they all hut , fnll-grown 
ehildt·en: 

The C01ilXL\T, TJlEASFHER "'id that 
he had 1·eenml!teutled the hem. member for 
Oxley to propose hi~ arnendrnent in pnrKuance of 
the Rt>mding Order. He pnt it whether, in case 
the 'm1enclment of the hon. lllem ber for Balonne 
was lost, the hon. uteml1er for Oxley would lw 
~~xellH.lfltl f1·nn·1 .t,ropt ·~in;.;· his muendllH''llt ; and 
he tlwnght. hf· ''Tuu1d. lli pnr:-.wtnt·e j)f the 
:=-;tanding Urd8l· tlH; longt:kt te1'1Jl \'\ onld Uo put 
firRt~ and if ihe hotL t11tnnber for Uxley httrl. not 
pnJp0.~r-d hik ;unPnrhnent tlutt of thn lf'arler (,f 
the OppnRition W•,lll(l han-~ l H~~n thf' firRt, <.l,nd 
:tny Stlh..,erttH'Ht :unen<hnent wuuhl h::t\ e <:nlhf' 

within that. He \1 ishe<l it to be tmden;tond th<tt 
the ( ~ ovennnent did not ]Jress the a.n1end1nent of 
the hon. member for Oxley out of <tny cliscmn'te'y 
to the lead .er of the Oppooitiou, hut shuply in 
pursuauee of the Standing Order. 

Mr. MOKEH.EAD .,aid he had spoken to the 
Prmnier ctcrosR the tft1J1e, and ~:mggested three and 
a.-hrLlf ye:trt-t, but he had not g-ot an tLnKwer as to 
whether the hon. gentleman wuult! accept the 
proposition that. wa.-; n1ade to hirn. He rnight 
have done Ro, eMpeciaJly as he stated that "eight 
veal'!.:'' W<tt':l not a harrl.-and-faNt line, hnt wa~ 
~im 1 1lr nsPd a~ a haBi~ for discu~:-:ion. · 

The. CHc\ I HJ\L\:\ said that if the htm, 
ntellllH:~l' for Oxley conRente(l to \Vithdraw hi,.., 
rLmenclment to al!(iw th,, amendment , ,f the hon. 
llllmtbc~r for Balonnt• to be lJUt, and that muend~ 
111ent wnN neg·a.ti Yed, ho could Inn Ye ~tny other 
:llllt'n(ltnent t'ither higlJPl' or lower. 

;\!1·. (; R L'\1 E.'): b that yonr rnling, Mr. 
Chninnan ·! 

The CHAHt.HA:\ ' lf the >euwndment of the 
!ea.UeT nf the Opposition i~; r~Ch'~ttivcc!, of cn1.n·:-:;c 
~Ton can nHJ\'e yonrl-( nft~~l'\\'itrd:-t. 

.\h. (; IU~!ES .<aid thrLt nndt'l' t.hostJ ,:iremn
;;ta,nh_ hP had llt I uhje(•ti.-m to withdl'ft\V -it, <Lnd 
allow thP nnten1hnent ,,f tl10 hnn. lllPillhPr for 
Baltlll1lf> tv bP. 1 111t. 

A .. 1l1t~nc.hnrmt withd.r:t\\'11. 
~Jr . .\'"OHT< l!\ "'·i•l he c-.onltl not nnrlerst11n<l 

t.he object.ion the <!oyi,rll]!lent h!'cl t11 the propo>al 

of the leader of the Opposition. The hon. Premier 
had admitted that those men who had liv.ed n 
certain tin1e in the colony ha,d acquired the right 
to remain, and then c<tme the ljnestion--\\'heJJ 
shmtlcl the right begin? Tt was clearly laid down 
in the principal Act that those men "hould 
remain here if they chose. That was a nmtter of 
princivle aml of law, 1tnd why the Premier should 
hold ont iLgainst \YhfLt waK clearly st>Lted lw 
could not for the life of him conceive. 

Question-That the word "three" proposed to 
he inserted he inserted --put, and the CommittPP 
divided:--

:1Ie~~r~. Archer, Sorton, Perkins, Xclson. St.even:-o. 
I,is:-;nrr. ~1idgley, Palmer, Ha,milton, talor, J.Iorellead. 
IHaek, IStmrut'oll, awl ".)lacrossan. 

:\OE:->, 23. 
Jlr-~srs. Grit!itb, Hntledge, Dick:-:on, Dntton, Slleridmt, 

Brookcf.;, Hmvth, J\lellor, :Jlacdonald-Pater::;on, Iiiiambert, 
Jordan, Eud{land, Poote, Poxtou, Hig-Hon, Grimes, Bailey. 
Bale, 711aefllrlaue, )foret.ou, \Yhite, Beattie, and Salkcl(l. 

<)uestion resolved in the negathc. 

:'\h. GRIMES mm·ed that the blank be fillNI 
up with the wore!" five.'' 

J\ir. STEVEl\'SOX said he wanted to know 
tlistinetly whether, if that amendment wem 
carried, any other amendment could be moved 
r:;ubstitnting a. les.'-'er nun1ber ? 

The CHAIRl\L\.l'l : Xo other can be moved. 
Mr. ST.EVE:\SO:\ said that under tho"e 

circumstm1ces the motion should not pass, anel 
he would take up his stand on that. He woultl 
point out the inconsistency of several hon. mem
bers on the other side of the Committee in thP 
vote they lmrl just given. He would point nut 
the injustice that was to he done to the tinH'· 
expired kanaka, because many members on the 
other >dele of the House did nut underHt>tnd tfw 
question. The hon. member for Gym pie, thP 
hon. member for Enoggem (:1fr. l>ale), the hon. 
mem]Jm' for Vvirle Bay (::VIr. Melior), h8 e•oulJ 
)ll'OVe by thP speeches they h>td made tha.t 
night, did not Lmrler,;t:Lnd the question. The 
:'\fini.<ter for LrLnrls, he W«<lld >ehlo show, hac! 
givt::n a vnte entirely in enntradlction t.(, ~~P 
opinions hf' hatl oxpt'(<:,8P.rl in thA lfmu.;e. llt 
had ;ch·early pointed nut that the lwn. '~;cntl•~ 
man had diKtinctly otated that he had employed 
kanakas on his stations, not only in the work of 
shepherding, but for domestic purposes ; and that 
in eYery respect he preferred them to the white 
men. He conk! not understand how that hon. 
gentleman c"uld go hack on wh,>t he had staterl, 
and ,;imply follow the leader of the Government 
to the other side of the Chamber when the divi
sion bell rang. The hon. member wonld have no 
right to clnim in the future that anything he sai<l 
in the House should have any attention paid tn it 
at all. lt ,;eemed that argument \\as to go for 
nothjng- now. He would not have given in eYeH 
so far a,; the lea1ler of the OppOi;ition had clmw, 
rLnd he "'"'" s<ttistied that hon. members on th<' 
Op]JoHition side of the House oug·ht not to give in 
any further. }:ven now injustice \Vas being done to 
the kauakas, but it would be an increasing injn~
tice if any further compromise were made, and 
he hopeef none would l>e mac1e. He himself 
woulrl stand there and read papers ol' anything 
else to ohstruct the paBsing of the Bill. \Yith 
regard to the question of justice for the tilue-ee\ · 
pi red kamtka, the Ht>tnd he took up was that it was 
'JUite nn-English that Huch a proposition should 
conte hnn1 thB other :->ide of t}Je Conunittee 
that they should hA cmnpAllod to g·o back to their 
ishtnds or else coutinue to work nn pln,ntation·. 
_\ good deal had been written on the subject of 
black lahonr Bincr· it was miseel in the HonsP, 
:tnd he was going to read a letter which he 
wanted put into HanM1'<1. .lt waH by <L gentk
rnNl wh•' lJ;~i]lth''"'''' Hnppprt·!'cl t-h" pnrty on the 
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nth m· side of the Committee. Tt was written by 
:vr r. Bashford tn the Tmr!lst·il/e Herald, :m,! was 
'" foll"wed :----

"DEAR Sm,--J last :td1lrc:-:sed the vnblle throngh the 
eolnnnu; of your valned journal at the eommmtce
ment of last December, ancl at that tiwe I ;.;~tYO 
you my impre~Hion as to the nature autl appear
anee of the eountry around }lourilyan Harbour and the 
district through which the l.Iouril:'i·an Sugar Company·~ 
tramway from the plantation to the harbour pa~~e~, awl 
1 al~o then declared my~eH as being strongly opposed to 
the employment of Chinel"c, kannkas, or any other clas:-: 
of eoloured labour, either on the ::;ugaJ' plantations, 
tramway \Yorks, or in any plaN~ "·here the arloption of 
it could be possibly avoide<l. 

'·Since writing the letters referred to I have mRdc 
another visit to this loeality, arriYing here on the 11th 
.ra.nnary. and the result~ of my making a, longer stay 
here, iu the height of a tropieal summer, have cansecl 
nw to form new ideas regarding f;eYeral matters, but 
more csvechtlly upon the queRtion of the rc:-;)lecti re 
value of white and <~a loured labou!', an cl having. as above 
~tatE:d, not only in reeeut election speeches, but. at other 
1 illlf'S, deelared myself to be a strong; '· anti-chinkie., 
ntan. I eonsider it to be my duty to giYe yon my rca~ons 
rot· the change of my opinions, aud trns;t that tlley may 
not be considered out of place. 

'' :.'\I.y experiences during the excessive heat of the past 
fortnight have praYed to me that the m·erage white mau 
cannot do the work required of him in rail1•;ay 1mdcr
tnking, in a country and climate ~imilar to this; :md in 
JH'oof of my aHertion I giye you hermvith a ~mallmemo
randmn of the number of \Vhitc men cngag-eclnpon tlw 
construction of this tramway, \Vho, duriug the \veek 
ending Saturltay, 19th January, daily tnrucd out in a 
morning, inteuclingtodo a fair clay's work. From which 
it \Vill be tieen t}mt the proportion of them who knoekeli 
off during the week mentioned, in working hours, from 
the heat of the sun, sudden or continued attacks of feY et' 
and ague, or by other causes cmnpelled to return to 
muup, amounts to 210 out of a total of 427, equal tD a 
loss of 50 per cent. in labour--a very serious one in tiu1c 
a.nd money to the eoutra.ctor!-'. and whkh also tells 
g-reatly agnin::->t the boasted stawina of the white 
labourers in any cliHIH te. ·' 
'rhen, after giving the propnrtinnf', he \\"('nt on 
to say:-

'' rl'he work of forming the ~Ionrilyan Cmll}Hlliy's 
tramway from the harbour to the plantation, seven 
miles, was eommenced at. the cnfl of last .Tnly, an(l np 
to the present timc~!t period of six month:-;-some 1-100 
to 900 white men ha Ye eomc and gone, after ~taying 
here but very short periods, in eout'le<lncncc of the lH•at 
and nnhmilthiness of the place; anll out of the original 
eighty who eamc np first with the contractor~ from 
]~risbane, only five now remain here, and these have all 
more or less snfferect from fever during the time. 
Therefore, considering that. t.here has been a largo 
amount of work to 11e done iu proportion to the short 
length of the line, it will he seen that the eont.ractor~ 
(Jlessrs. Ross and Aldcrton) have had to ~mffer heavy 
loss, and a most serion~ diflicnlty to eontenct with. in 
t.his matter alone.'' 

Mr. ARCH:ER cnll<-•d attention tn the "tnte 
uf the Committee. 

Quorum formed. 

i\Ir. ST}:VJ<;NSOX resumed-
{{ Ijast Deeem1Jer it was fonnct. ah·mlHtel~' Hece~:;;.rtn· to 

introduce Chine~e in orcter to t•ompletc the liue \Yithiu 
contraet time, and aeeordiugly 1ifty Celestial~ were 
engaged. ~inee then the number has lJecn larg-ely iiJ
erea~ed. there being now on the line some lHO ot the:-:e 
gent.rv at work i.n the cnttingR and on the embank-
ment~. But they also are snbjef•t to the ·ill~ whielt 
mortal flesh is heir to,' and not infrequently drop out of 
the ranks of their mates in one~ and two:;;., and retb·e 
homewards' "'ell\· sick,' hnt nothiug to the extent that 
white men leave \vork. 

"There is no donbt ·whateYcr that CIIinesc ran ~talHl 
the r.Jimate in t he~e sernb conntrie~ a Yery long way 
better than eYen seasonpcl. colonials. Rnt as regard~ 
their working (~apabHities they Pannot hol<l. a eandlc for 
n moment to the white man in good health. the lattrr 
heing- :t.ble to <lo at lpa:-;t three timps as mneh as. the 
former: hut against thi:-> mu~t 1Je 11laced to the ('reflJt o[ 
the Cllinamau the faf~t that. although he may only get 
tlnongh a comparatiYely little work rl1n·ing- the day, yPt 
he stick::; to it throughout. 

"He has one steady sp:tee alltt a sPt ~troke or moYe
llltJnt for Going his work, all day long, aucl i.f he i~ 
di~tttrhed in these 'he takes a spell,' awl stands still 
avparcntly never to go again nntil the gnngcr remilHl:o; 
}JilH or his flntie~. hnt althoug-h not RlH:h H ('On!'inmmfltP 

loafer n::; the kanalm, thf' Chinkie requireR constnntly 
looking arter. · Johnny' has aL~o peen liar idea:-; of his 
own as to the wax in whh~h 1Utn·ving :-;honltl. be tlone: 
for instmwe, H h€ ha~ nuy ·:-;tmnl,Ji.ng· to (;n lw is not 
satisfietl. nnlc!i~ him::.:.clf aur.. t1is mate an~ stljlldircl wi1l1 
a fHil ~e1 nt' tools, axe. g<ruhl)Cl'. :-.hovel, aml Fi(~k. \Vhh~JJ 
are not alway~ al hand. and failing any portion of these:. 
he will chop the root while his mate look::~ on, and when 
the root is cnt through tile grnlJbcr commerH'C"~, and the 
axeman 'spells' until the job is finished, a11d another 
root ~elected to operate npo11. tints two men do only the 
work of oue. 'J'1,c 'Uhlnkic' also knows how to take 
care of him~clf. and ilnariahly ereets llis lmmpy and 
mal.;:c.s all l!i:-; ct.umestie, social, and enlln;u·y arrange~ 
1t1ents before t·omJiteneiug on a job, and 8etting aside 
the all-pervading and puugeut odour or opium in China
men's h1unpie~, their d\:rellings contrast very ravonrahly 
a~ a rnlf' in comfort a,nd cleanliness with the f~allllL'-' of 
the white men. tlle latter heing generally 'run np' or 
'pitched' in a happy-g·o~lneky sort of :-;tylc in ~pare timP 
during progTC')S of work. Sot snflicient a~tentiou i:-; 
paitl to the suitability alJ(l dryness of the s1te eho:-:cu. 
nnt1 tlie JH'Oper tll'Ccautious for seenl'ing· cleanly, t'Olll
forta ble, and healthy qnnrtcrs are too otten negleeted. : 
in consetgtence of whid1 :-<if'kHf'-'S is the inevitnhlc, 
re•mlt in a climate like t.hi~. Dnring working honrs mw 
seldom sees a, Chinaman refreshing himself IJy drinkiug 
\Vater, he has either a billy of tr<L or some limejuiet~ ana 
water, which he eonsitler~-' welly good shandy-gaff,' and 
he drinks selt1om an cl in small quantities, whereas the 
white mau i:iWill:-< water lJy the bucketful dnring- his 
work, which ha8 an enervatinf,!; effect, nncl if' a freqHent 
eansc oi' disol'(lel'e(l stomach. 

'· 'l'llo wage::; at present being paid on this trannvay arc 
for white carpenters 14."., pick-and-shovel-men, plate
lavers horse-drivers aud o-eneral labourm·.s, 8s. to lh. 
per d;;v of eig-ht bm~r!'. an :I' to ehina111en !l~. 2d. pPr (lay 
of ten' hours; hn1 notwit.h'ltanding the {lifferenee in 
ratt-;, white l:1bour would be far and away tile c~heaper 
in the end, proyicletl the men eonld stand the elimate or 
these dist.ri(~t::->. t~XJJCricnee proves, however. as far a~ 
t hi~ line has shown me that they cannot rt.o so; the :mn 
is too powprfnl for tllem. 'rhe malari:L ri:~ing from the 
<ltm . ..,c sernb alHl jungle takes a ::;trong hold upon t,hem. 
foyer an(l ague supervene:-<, and the men :tl'e utterly 
ineapaeita.ted for work t'm· \Yeeks and perhnpR 1nonth}; 
aitcrwarcls, inYolYing tl1e he a \'Y lo . ...::-; to the contractor~ 
in time and lalJonr, as :-<howu in the prc<'eding mcmo
nmllum. I nm therefore. mnd1 a~ainst 111y inclination. 
in surnmiug up the case, '\rhitc r. Yello\v,' arrd calcu
lating the high wages paid to the J<~nropcans. hi~ ina
bility to stand the c!inutte, and the los: . .;; and ineon
Yenienec <'a use( I l.Jy his eon;-;Umtly knocking off work. 
compelled nnllesita:tingl)· to gi\·e m.r verrt.iet in favou~· or 
tlte Asiat.i~~. and I rcgarft tltem and kanakas as bemg 
the only fit form of labonr for thet'e northern ~ngar 
hmds. ·:.\loreover. I eon!',irt.cr. a11d it i:-- m)· Jirm opinion, 
that anv railwas contractor a~king \Vhitc men to come 
up to these pRrt~ during lhe smuwcr montlu; to do 
naYvies' work, ancl objec·ting to the employment o( 
Chinese ill a dense :-<ernb (~onntry. ~honld be r·ompellecl 
to work himscH to ~ee how ltc likes it; then hP will 
~oon f'Ollfcs:< that the work iu question i~ only t\t for 
Chinese and Pol rne~ians, aJl(l \Yill quickly make no 
bone:-; a1JOnt engaP:ing thPHL 

··If any raihYay or other eonlract~r or emp~oycr of 
labour is of a tli1foreut opiHiou to ltlme, let lmn nomc 
HP here and see for him~elf what I have ::;ee~1 and ex
pericneod daily on thi~ line--namely. men walkmg about 
the sc:mblance of' liri.ng gho~t:--, womeu eallhtg upon God 
to clcliYPl' them from tltPir snffcrings. awl meu, light
headed. and hnlf~tle1irions with fen.:r, leaYing in num
bers fnr the Town:--ville Uo.-.pital. and 1. g-narantee that 
in a verY short tinu: he \\'ill ~]ll''el1ily he f•onvertet1 to lll.\ 
wav of ihiuking-. 

,; Per~ow·tlly ~peakil,g-. I siJt<'Pl'Ciy tnt:->t 1lint I m.ny 
neYer l1ave a railway em11rad or auy share of 011e for 
:-<lWil another um1rhaking in a ::-:imilar distriet to tlw 
pr(- .;.,!111. aK I wonl(l mnch prefer to liye in dr -u· old_ 
Lime~tone, on half rations antl a 1hreepenny shandy-gan 
HlHlPr lll\" belt as a dailr allowance.'' 

:Mr. r\.RCHEH c;lled nttention to the st>etl' 
of the Committee. 

< 2uorlnn fol'lned. 
:'\[r. ST:EVEXSOX rt'snmecl-
'· In conclusion, it. ma\- not he oni or ]llace to give 

~·ou :--owe :vlclitional pni.·tienln.rs of the nature of the 
conntrY aiHl the work clmw on the track. 

•·'\Ve. h·H'C pa~:-;etl t.hrongh over sh miles of dens(' 
~ernb and jungle, \Yith tree~ ;)()ft. to 100ft .. in heig-111. 
interlat•ed wi.thf•reepen;. lawyer emu·....:. and tl1H)k Hnd.er-
1-/,'l'OWth. The timber prilwipally eon~ist~ of :.;i!ky oah.. 
apple-tree. gum:::, beau~tree. J)loorl-wood. ~i-tl:ct~_. and :1 

little pencil eeda.r. The heat alonl!: the lme 1s mLeust~. 
varying recently from ll:"i 1n l:!·t d('g-reP~ in the Rlmdt~, 
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nlH1 the only eool nil· thnt reaches; ns i~ tltr fag-ewl of 
Illc l:n·t~ezc from tlw ltarllonr. The total length of the 
t rannva v i~ fi Jnile:-; GO ~~hai n . ..;, a11d the work has 1'011-
tisted Or cutting two bank...., a hunt ~G. ono \-:u·tl~. 'l'he 
timber n~erl I'Oll...-isL-; of ahont l7.(l00 ~lee.per~. T"·o 
lltilCH ol formation, halLtsL et<·. ~o rlH~ work has not 
bJen as ea~v a& on some of the h11us tlown ~ontli. 
although thiS is ouly a 2ft. gange. '1'lw raiLs are laltl 
from the harhmu· up to the l,'iYe-mile, and I hopE' by 
pushing on the vlatelayer~ to have the engine into the 
plantation before this reaehcs yon, and then I shall be 
off to Cooktown immediately. lt is not. my intention 
to Cll\llloy Cltine~e in Cooktown, as the nature of the 
r•.onnt.ry is Yer.\- ditl'erent to thi.-;, hcing nearly all fore~L 
land ancl the elimatc is not nearly so oppn.·..:~ive I :Jl!l 

dOing my Utmost tO Tm:<.h on tlJC \VOl'k here antl to f'lc.ou• 
out of thi~ unbt-)Jtl':thle region a~ :<~oon as po::-::<.ihle. and 
tltel'C is not a white lllan on the gronnrt. who doesn't 
wish the same. an cl \VliO ·will not 1mek me np in saying 
that to li-'>lVC thh; part of the comJtn- to the t'hinkie~ 
::111tl the l;hteks b tlie hest. thing we eai1 do.·· 

'l'h:tt wn,s a letter from "\fr. Hn,,;hfnrd, which 
Hhowed it W:tK not possible to do without bhtck 
hbour in the colony. He thought that, after 
the moenchuent' tlmt hat! heen proposed, they 
halt bettm· have some time to think over them; 
n,nd the best thing to do would he to move the 
Clutirman ont of the chair and a.sk leave to sit 
n,gn.in to-1norrow. 

:\fr. S:\IYTH .said he >mppo;;ed the hon. 
member thought he did not know anything 
>tbont kanakas. He did not know >t very great 
deal, but had macle it his bu;;iness to know 
ikl mnch as lw conic!. He had been throngh 
the Bundaberg district. am! paid not merely 
flying visits to the different plantations, and 
had gained a. fair knowledge of the matter. He 
clirl not represent a kanaka cou;;tituency, but a 
mining district. \Vhen they got poor reefs that 
it did not pay to work they did not come crying 
for cheap labour, but looked out for imprrwed 
>tppliances for working the poor stone. 'fhe 
same with the sngar-planter: he would haye"to 
get better appliances for working his mill. He 
had read the letter of ::\Ir. Bashforrl. He did 
not know him at all. He wrote a long letter 
about the malaria on his railway works in the 
North. Re had been given to understand 
that Nir. Bashford was the same contractor 
who had a contract near Homa. There 
wrcs a great deal of sickness on that line 
also, and cloctors had to be sent up from Bris
bane. [t was strange that he should be the only 
num who had so much sickne,s. There were 
contracts further north where there were no com
plaints. He could not account for it, unless it 
might be from the " tmnmy '' shops that followed 
in the wake, whe1·e they kept Cabooltnre and 
l\Iackay rnm that would kill >tt fifty pacrw. That 
was the reason of the malaria. 1\Lr. Ha,hford's evi· 
dence would not hold water. He wanted to per
smtde the Governnwnt, after they had given him 
contracts to be performed lJy white labour, that 
the work wa.s ollly fit for Chilunnen, anrllVlnlays, 
and kanaka:-:. He hoppd that uwruber~-; on the 
Covernn1ent f-3i(le wnulcl taku no noLice of ~'lr. 
1hshford's letter. 

:\Lr. l\!OliEHK.\J) said he hoped the h<m. 
mmnber fnr Xor1nanby \\;onld not continue to 
obstruct : he had made a r:ood fight. The 
Opposition wished to carry ont the promise made 
by them that they would assist the Government 
in pasRing their 111easures. He had no intention 
of obstructing. They were prepared to give a 
reasonable support to the Government, and the 
hest thing· they could do was to let the hlm. 
1ne1nber's motion go. 

·:-.rr. ST:EVENSON said, no doubt the leader 
of the Opposition and his party had made up 
their minds that the matter shonld go. He wished 
to show whnt hi:-: feeling waR in the 111atter, and 
1nakc a protest. He hncl pointer\ nut over and 
over again the injustice that was being done to 
thn~e tnPn, n.ncl that it wa,~ n1nst nn-English~like., 

They hacl always hoaste<l that when once a man 
set foot on Briti:-;h :-Joil or upon the deck of a .. 
British ,;\tip he was a free ma.n; bnt wlmt wm·e 
thPy tl.,ing ~ They \\'Hre legi~ln.ti~1g to 1nakt} 
8lave~ of peuple-n1eJJ ''- ho hn,(l consHJered thent
sehe : free men for the last five ye an. Tho'e 
n1en were to he forced to either go back to the 
planta.tious or return to their i,]ands and die " 
miserable death. It was really shameful, dis· 
graceful, that Huch an Act should be passed by 
the Legislature of Queensland. He should read 
to stwe~'al hon. m cm ber,; what they had said with 
regard to that la hour. He would l[Uote what the 
1\'lini . .;;ter for La,nds snid. J-Ion. Il11?1llbr.rs oppm-\itn 
had spoken one wa.y and voted a.nother, bnt no on~._~ 
hall been more inconsistent than the :\linistee for 
Laurls. He had been cousit-~tent in nnlv Olh.-· 

thing that evening, am! that ha<l been his.si"lenc". 
He had not dared to ;;peak on the que"tHlll onp 
wa.y or the other. After what he said the othe·1· 
nig.ht it wa,A then1ost glaring casH of inconsistency 
that was ever known in the Gmmuittee. Ht• 
would read to the Committee wlmt the hon. 
gentleman said \vhen he :-:poke on the Heeoud 
reading of the Bill. On that occasion the 
Minister for Lands said :-

,, rrllC hon. ln8lllber WhO ha"l jnst '•'lt dO\Vll direCtf'tl 
his remarks <'llieiiy to what he tennetl the monstrous 
tyranny of introducing kanakas, ~md limiting them to 
certn.iu work on sugar plantations. and sentUng them 
hack to their island~ after their time is up. I think the 
leader of the Opposition wa;..: a prominent and {tistin~ 
gnhd1cU member of the party and Go\·enmwut who 
st-ated oyer and ovt~r again that coolit'~ were to he 
hrought under regulations, and strictly confined to cane~ 
~rowing, and cane-growing alone.·• 

"J1r. Jf.OREHEAD: Hear, hear! 
"The }1IXISTI<:r: FOR LA='i"llS: A.nd sent h:H'k at tltc 

end of their time. lf it is tyranny to do a,.._ i~ now IH'O
poscd, it is still more monstrous tyranny to t1o ns was 
prop01"8fl. by the lion. men1hCl''S yarty. rrhe people we 
are dealing with now nre eomparatiYe Ravages, but the 
other:-; are in many ca~es highly civilised. 'nutt 
become<:; of the consistency or the hem. member? I 
cannot see where it comes in. 

"}ir. llROOK!•:..-;: Xora.nybody else. 
"The -:\l!X!~Tl':R FOR LAxns: A good deal was said 

ahont r'lass lcgi:-;lation. Xobocly is. 1norc opposed to elnss 
legi~latiou than I am, and I think every member of thu 
no"Vermnent is oppo:-;ed to class legislation. Hon. gentle
men mnst reme1uber that the Premier, when introdH~ 
eing the Bill, stated that t:~ugar-growing existed nndet· 
certain conditions; that the industry was fostered_ and 
brought into existence by the employment of kanaka 
labour, and that to eut. off the :-mpply entitcly mu~t 
result in the tlestrnction uf the industry: ~o he pro~ 
-poses to put this part of the labonr nudet· re~tridion;. 
whk.h will le~8Cll the evil ar·knowlcdged to exist 
Stpmttcrs wel'c referred to hy the hon. mcmlH~r for 
.Xormanhy as having ernvloyccl kannkas. I was alluded 
to as one. I admit tllat l have mn}Jloyed krmakas: ntHt 
if 1 ('Onsi<lered only my own interr,st, Ullart from tl::lat of 
the <'Onntry generally. I should employ them all1hrouglL 
if 1 could get them. hoth f'>r outdoor work nnd a.-. 
c1omest.ie servauts.--si11111ly l)C<~au:-<e 1 hey are e ll£.:aper 
alltl in t:lYCl',Y rC~tH'.~Ct better. 

'' Ho.\ontABLE l\h:J~~unm." on the Opposition Bonl'lte~ · 
I-Ienr, bear~ 

"The :I\ITxTsT~:R _FQit LAxns: Hon. gFmtlemen cheer 
as if I had made a rui1'>take; but l am quite prcparetl 
to ,-;ay it over and over again, botil in the country to m,Y 
constituents and to the men 1Yll0 \vork for me. I hn.\'e 
had plenty of white l.thonr, nnfll have 110 hesitation in 
expres:;::mg mr opinions. I wai-o forced into the ClllJJloy .. 
ment or black labour, espeebtlly in tl1e Y1H<~hell Llb~ 
trict. I was the last man to employ kanakas '·--
He (:\[r. Stevenson) denied that, ant! was pr~
pared to prove that he himself was the last man 
to employ them in the .!Ylitchell district. The 
hnn. gentleman continued :-

'· 'rhongh I had tllf'm for only t.hrPe year::;, }llHl w:uo~ 
oblia-cd to do so because the employment ot blaek 
labo~u· had driven everY white man out of the district. 
\Yhen the gentlemen on.the other side who were then in 
power cut otf the :mpply of labour in the country d.i."~ 
trirt..:, the :.'\1itchell rUstriet ahsolutcly ('Ollap:.:;ed for a 
t.ime. That was t,he rea:-<on why T and othe1·~ hnd to 
employ t.hcm. 

" ):Tr. ~TK'-T"'~Ol\' · Y011 Hflmi1 they were het1 r.r ~ 
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"The ~1!.:\I:->TER FOR L.\:Xll.'-': J ~airt. theY WCl''\" ehcape1•. 
anU on solllc or ea:.; ion~ bottPr fu1· tlll' -.\vork. ln sllep-
110rding, E'Sll•-·eially, I would r:ttlwr ClrllJloy a hl;u·kfellmv 
11ow lllhn pnt a wlliie 1Uan lo llo t p \York. I wonHi 
lllU('ll ratlter do any of til(~ worl\ 011 a ~·allt'tit·l\1 th.tn 
!'ihepherll a fto<'k of ~h~~PIJ. That i.-.: tl1e la~t thing- l 
would Clt1lJloy a white man to tlo, a-; it i~ iuliuitely 
worse aiHlmore Ucgr:ulilt~· thau a11ythjng tltat l':tn hf~ 
eoneeiYCd in com1cdion with a ('anf'lie!tl. I w;t:-; n·n 
much snrprb.:ect at one aclmi:-.; . ..,iou ou the part of tl!c lHH;, 
lllClllhcr for ..\laekay, who .-:;aitl that. the :-.wall ~ll~·ar
)..!;rower::; would he ah;...olntels rninc(l if tile: kauaJ\;tS \Yt'l'{' 

pl'CYrutecl from I'Ol!tmg· in. Iru al~1) ~tatf:d that tltt' 
f'aulilic~ of smal! g· mn•J·:-; help tlli'lll to Jlrodlli'P t lte 
1·aue; .\Pl ltc ~airl tltat ('Hllf! 1 'tliiHJt hL· 1-!:l'OWH t'~I·Ppt JJ.\' 

l .. anahas. That tloe:-t not :V.!TPC witl111lv :-;' tll lll('Ht tlmt 
men with their \Yire~ au(l yom1g t'ltildrr·n ,:.;,ToW l':tlll' 
and prcpat'P il for the milL"" 

restrict the honrs of hbour. It "'''" not his in-
tention, in the he hnd 6"i ven notice of, to 
inLt·rf·:l't~ 'riLh eiaplnyiue-ut ,lf kan~1J..::a;-; \Yhl't't~ 
properly workl~d: bnt they \Yere people who, H-... 

ltuth side,, had arhuittml, conlt! not take care of 
thenu:.:el,-c..,, rt111l purely in the ca.nse of lnuna.nity 
he thong·ht it nect'."':--iary to uwve bOillG clan.-.;e tn 
l'e;-;triet the hour...- of 1alJolJT. Those who took an 
intere~t in the 11U1ttm· were a.ware of the exce~
P-ive rnortaJity which OCClLITell anlong-;.,t Po1;.·
lll'~ia.n:-:. J f P 'ulight refPl' to t}te l't'l)()l't of tht! 
l{e~·i:..:h·ar-Ct•IH·:nd for l~K~, as the nwrtalit,\' 
allHill~·:-;t Ptllvne;-;ians in that year ·wa;-; 1no;..;t 
alarming. Ht1. fonmlit hac! risen to ~2·tJ4 per 1,000. 
The t!eath-rccte in 1/l/.) reached 0);)·11, nnd was so 
~Te:.t that the Uo\'ernment nf the clay thought it 
'~clYisable tlmt a commis,ion shoultl be appointe<1 
to iuqnin~ into the ca.uNe of the death-r<1tc, ::"tnd, 

·' .\Ir. KTE\ E:\ ·ox: lie did not :-;ay tltat. i 

'''l'he :Jli:>;J'Tr.H rnn L-\.\JJ:->: lln ,,.aid ~o 1listinellY an1l 1 

emphaiil·all.v. I do not pr~·trud l'J hJHJW lHtteh ~tlJtntt 
sug-ar-gTO\\"lllf.f, lmt my opiltl()ll b that. it ~~all 1w ;.:,Town 
JH"'dlbl)!y by wl:i"!_c n-:_r:J ',;lw li;[y tlw lwip ol tlwir 
faltliliL'::i. but th·tt w entploy nrtliuary white Iahonr at 
high W<tg;es wonhl 11 <lYC' 110 llWl';.!."!ll of prulit. \\'lwrn 
that kind of hthour is lH"rformet! h~' the fa1nily g·eneraliy 

a,r cordin~·ly, b;o gcntlmnen were appointed to 
1 1ua.ke iw1uirie;-.. Iu their l'Cpurt, HJHOllgst other 
' things, they said that the exce"sive death-rate 

was in a, 1nea:-;ure dne to ovenvork. Hmt. n1en1~ 

it ik caf'ily 1lo1H~. lmt if 1 hat ~;tnw r:unily ;_;Tows eurn ot· 
whcnt aucl ha~ to employ lahmtr the pru!lts m,~ :-o ~mall 
that th !'C' is no pO'i.:-ilJility of c llT) ilL: on thf' lm~ilJf•:-.::-..'· 

He hoped the hun. ;;-entleman would lll, preparetl 
to explaiH how it \1/a:-> ht> ea.n1e tu giYe the Yute 
he had givf>.n to-nig-ht, Hll(l huw he H\"Cl' callH~ to 
join 1nen whn~e feeling,-; were in favour of doing 
away with l1laek labour. The hun. gentlenmu 
ought, in jn-.:tieP to the Conunittet, to e ,z-plain 
the v·ote lw lmcl jnst given. .lf he did nut, it 
i-ihownd tha,t hA had not tl1e cnunt,g-P ~~f his 
opinions. Before fH'OCAerling fnrthLr, he wnnld 
waU for a reply from the hon. gentlenmn. 

After a panse, 
:\lr. RTEYE::\SO::\ soitl tlmt, ns the J\Iinistm· 

hatl dedined t:-1 ex1JL-tin hilil.'-elf~ ht• won1d a.ga.in 
point out hi:-: lncon . ..;i~teue:v anLl the incon
:-;j~tenr·y l)f hon. lllf~lHhet:-; on the other :-;ide 
who ;!Jd not 11nrlel·:-:tand whr1t tJ1~-3V ·wore 
tnlking :Lbont: nor the qne~tion oa· whiL:h 
they wetd asked t•• '"t<>. lfe hatl dtJJw a,J] hA 
t:~01t-ld to tn'•)tc t :t.g-ai.nsL the le~.:;ir-;latioll th~Lt. W~L" 
taking plcte(.:~ ;~nfl :n-:. l11• :-:-h~tned tt; , ta1Jct aJ(,ne 
he could not f;\.1 luuch fn:t'ther ia th0 rnatter. _,\t 
the same tilne he felt that he \V:l~ in thn right, 
~vnrl. he repnatc•d that they \Vf'rP tlt)ing a gn-~tt in
ju:-:::tice tn a eln ,:--; of l11t"ll \< hu ha.d lJeen [ n'onght 
ther0 t"1l1 the :.-;1H"l faith ~-~f thP- ]~;gi~latitJll of tlw 
eulony. They Wl·re eollnnitting au n_,('t of re]lU
diation which \Vas di~g-raeefn1 to the111. Ha.Ying 
said this mnch, and throwing the responsibility 
on the Pre1nier and hiR follower,-.;, he \Vonld 
le;t\·e the matter ; lmt he was ~·]arl to have 
been ahlll to mark his rl.isapprolJation of the 
legiRlation they wet·t~ now pas::-;ing through the 
Committee. 

Question-That the words p1·opose:l t<> be 
inserted be so insertt>.d---pnt and puRRed. 

Clanf'e, m; allw.nderl, put a,JHl pfL;-:.~ed. 

:\Tr. URfl\rER said he thoug·ht this \\'its the 
p1aee fol' the 1W\\' daru.;e, nf whil"h he had g·i\·en 
notice, and 'whkh he would llldYe a:-: fol1o\\·:-: : 

Tt. shall1wt lw lawfnl 10 wnrk au 1:-:intHit'r more 11Lm 
nine hom·~ on P~l<'ll ut' ~ix (•on~e(;nti\ 8 (:ay:,; in evl'ry wee!;:, 
c·oJmneneill<.:; with the ::\loJJtlayot ea<"h week. 'I'he hour:-; 
or work shall he (•:-timatcd cxt•lu:->i\e of tllc tilllP allmn:1l 
tnr ltle:tls. 

Speakin.<-( to thP llt-'W d~LHSe, he wn,s free to adltl.it 
that it was nut wP!l in orcli11arv ciLse,s fm' the 
Legislature to step in and interfere betvYet~H 
rmplnyr.r a.nd mnploye, but rnany catit:s had 
:1orisen in which it hart been nb,"Jlutely neee,"ary. 
It harl. been deemed neee·,,,try tn step in am! 
rnake sue:h le:~,h;lat.ion a . .:, he propm;ed in the ~aRP 
of the fttctnry operati \·es iu the l 'ni tetl Kingdon1. 
,rheir hours of labour \vcre exeessi\7 e, ancl wen: 
found to be detrimental to their health, espe· 
dally the health of ynnng children and wmnrm. 
Tlv J.mperi~! Pnli<l!11Pnt thnnght it. whe t.u 

Ler,; wonlrl. bear with him while he read m1e or 
tm' extracts hmu that report. He quoted fl'oltl 
the" Vote:-; anrl P1·ocef~ding::. for 1K80," vol. TJ. 1 

p. 41 :}, ThP. Connnisf'ionerR Raid:-· 
<; Wt.• I'OW;hll'r the hours wo long:~-too Ion~ for all. 

:tlHl (' 'l'ta1nl\' cxee.'-':sire for tho:--d lH~w rcnnit:-: who ha Ye 
b11t lnte\Y icit :UJ t'XiStt;ll('e ot" Sa\":l.'-!:0 ifi\Cllf'.'IS. Vr(~ 
woul<l ·"'W·~·;.;:t~:-.t eig·ht ,~) IHnu·:-::; a da.\ for fiye lfil llJOntlts 
in wmter. alUl uine •Dl ltonrs for tltc l'('lWlinillg month . ..;. 
HlHl '"~ wonld rer·OJnmend that, nt least on sugarplanUt
tion~ this be ma1le compul~m·y. .i.nd not only the tlttra
tioH, bnt the amonnt. of labonr should be regulated. 
The greate·~t uuwt;llity w ._s ou those lllantations wherP: 
other thing~ being- equal or nearly so, the mmtbcr ot 
i~laudt'l'S employetl W<L~ invC'rscly to the nm111Jer ot 
ac~r~·:-: under t'nltirntion----\Yhere tlH;rr. but few to do the 
work, tlwre the gn·ate:-:t. nulllhCl" of deaths cweurred: 
:llllt it WOlllrl lH' \Yf'll to iusi~t that ill tlH:' alJ.'('lJ('C of 
otiH•r l:tllour or a~:-;ic;Utllt'(), and wlu\re n1liy Polyucsian:-: 
are Clllployr·d, a <'d"Ht.in number of tilh;e :-;liottl(l go u, 
rTerY lnmdred 1lOcl, aercs or part~ thereof.'' 

Th~~t was the opinion uf two n1edica..l Tnen se1~t 
np to llJrtkt~ inq1tiri1~~ np(Jn the RnhjPet in 1H7~~. 
F111-thl'r on th8)' sairl. : 

·• \\ e al"l' or opinioH that Uw t:X1'e.~ .ive mortality 
aJJto<IgTlleS01l1lJ :-:ea I~landen- on rcngm·ie, Yarra l~arnt, 
and ln;r\\·aJ'l'a. tlte ~ngar 11l:UH:-ttion~ of lLt.'ran antl 
('oJnp;:m,,-. i~ 0wing- to poor tecding, l)ttd -.;ra.ter, ov-er-
\WJrh., ~UHlt.he alJ:-.,;nce llf proper l':lre '"'hen sick." 

\,~·;tin, ~\rr. H_(jrnwk:-.., n~ft'lTing to the n1atter in 
hi;-; rMp(IJ"t fur that yAar: ;--;~1-YH :-·-

! .. Tllf'l'e eau lH~ lil tit: doubt that the hours of lahOill' 
on plautatio11s a1·c too loug. aud that too llttle regard 1:-~ 
giYen to the nature of the work the b:landcr;.; llaYc to 
perfon11. It mnst be p·ttent to anym1e that .)'011111-{ 
reernits who have never worked, and \rho in many 
t•a:-;e::> arras soft a$ ftnnale~:;, eallno1 all at. 01we do heavy 
\vork in the f'anetirlds or at. the mills. I.ittle attention 
h, however, as a rnle, paid by employers to this pohn.. 
a1Hl the new arriYals are }lUt. at it with often fatal 
l<.:":(Ults. 1 luve remon~trat.ed, bnt without effr.c~t : 
haviug no 110Wcr wlmtew~r to stop the e\"iL" 

He ]ll'Ol"""d in the new clttlL'<' he harl. snbmitted 
to give the Polyne;--;i::tn itu--;pector the llower to 
stop the e\il. \\'ith reference to thA tre.ctment 
of the ~ick a.nd the question of proper -t\ltion.-... 
they lmd al1·eady denlt with, lmt they had never 
<1Palt with that other caust• of dea.th- ()\er work. 
[n the ec~u~r~ of htnnanitv he considered it would 
he a, di~grace to thmu a:~ leg-if'latill'H to r--;tn,nd by 
witht'1nt ende:1vonring- to fiud the cauHe fJf that 
excP-,~ive 1nortality, ur, ha\·ing- fmnHl the can:--:P, 
not to Rtep in anfl do soJnAthing to rPllh'H:ly tht• 
evil. ll '' fmmd the honr' he l!l'O[Joseti wero· 
rnentioned in the regulations drawn up for the 
ernployntent (:f coolie:-;, haJ they Leen pennitted 
to cnnH~ hen~ ; ancl, a.;,· he R1u-:pected thP planter 
lmd Rumething, to say in connection with thosR 
rr.gubtions, he did not apprehend that there won!d 
be any opposition tn the clause. lt would be m 
the interest of the. planter to wpport the clause, 
fnr if some stnp were not put to the abuse.-. 
which exi,ted in the present system of employing 
k,1.nrtlm~ tl1e Imperin.l Uowrnmeut ·would ste\, 



Pacific Island, Etc,, Bill. [13 FEBRUARY.] Questions. 3:11 

in and do away with it altogether. He begged to 
move that the clause follow the bst clause as 
passed. 

Mr. 2\IOREHEAD said he trusted the Premier 
would see his way to move the Chairman out of 
the chair. lt was not fair to ai<k hmt. members 
to go on at that hour with a new clause, such a.; 
that just proposed, more particularly as the hon. 
member for Oxley had <tuoted from reports which 
hon. member:; had not had an opportunity of 
examining, in order that they ruight see whether 
other evidence could not be got at variance with 
what was s:ticl by the hem. member. 

'l'he PHEJ\IIER said it wa,:; an important 
clause, and he w''s not disposed to accept it 
without wme modifications. The only reluctance 
he had to moving the Chairman out of the chair 
was his desire to get on with the business of the 
session. This Bill was not through committee, 
a.nU thel'e: were oLhta· da.u.:-;e~ tu }nt:::~ti, thuugh they 
were foemal, and ought to fSO through without 
discussion. He thought some restrictions should 
be made in the hom·s of labour, <llld the reason 
why the Government did not nndertake it was 
that the Bill w>es brong·ht in to deal with 
particular phases of the qnestion-namely, the 
evils in the introdnction of islandem, ,md the 
question nf employwent in the colony. If the 
hon. member for Oxley desired tn press his 
amendment, he was afraid they could nut go on 
with it until next day. 

:iVIr. Git IlVlES said he would like to ]Jress his 
::tmendment, because he believed it would strike 
at the cause of a good deal of the excessive mor
tality amongst Polynesians. 

The PREMIEit said the clause would have to 
be altere,], and it would be convenient to have it 
in print. He wonld suggest to the hon. member 
to withdraw the cbuse, let the Bill g·o through in 
the form in which the Government wished it; 
and 011 the next day he would undertake to re
commit it for the pnrpose of considering the 
dawm. 

Mr. GRC\[ES said that on that unclerst:tnding 
he would withdraw the danse for the pre.oent. 

Amendment. withdrawn, 
ClausPs 8-··~" r'en:-titios)) j and.!)-.. ~· Evidcmue''; 

·-put and passed. 
In clause .10-" l\Iodc of prnseeutimt "·-the 

words "the !Jrineipal Act or " were inserterl 
in the 1st line ; and the dause, a,; amended, was 
put and passed. 

On the motion of the PRKT\HEE, the follow
ing new clause was inserted after clause 10 :--

Penalties for offence~ against. the provision~ of the 
tenth section of this .tct may be sned for and rccoverect. 
at the suit of any person. Penalties for ott>ncE?s a;{ain,-,t 
any of the other provi.sions of this A~t. or of the prinei
pal ~1.ct. may be suea fot· and rec0\-el'C<1 at the suit of an 
inspector. or any other person anthnrise(l in t1w.t 
behalf by the ~linister. 

Mr. HAMILTOK said that he proposed to 
insert anothet new eb1he in the Bill. ::-Jmne of 
the Oppmition members had that evening· 
expressed themselves to the elfect that they had 
been returned on the understanding that they 
would al1olish black labour. 'fhe present Bill 
was only coquetting· with the Black Labour 
rtne,tion, :1nd, as the Premiet hacl failed tu 
attempt tn cln what his supporters had admitted 
he had promiserl to elfect, he wonlcl introduce tt 
clmme which they conld not well ohjed to 
Hnpport. He propn~ed the fol1rnYing new 
clause:-

Fromaud after the :-nst tln.y of December,l&S5. before 
any i~landers shall be permitted to land from any vc~sol 
the mastf'l' of the' essel shrdl pay t.o the Colleetor of Cu~
toms, or othero1lieer of Cn~:-~toms authorised in t.hat behalf. 
the sum of £50 for even' sw~h islander. the sum to be 
paid into the general rC,"enuc of the colony. If any 
master shall neglee:t to pay any ~mch sum, or ~hatl land 
or permit to lauc! any islander at any place in the colony 

before such ~mn Rhall ha Ye been paid for or by him. 
such master shall be liahle for e\·ery su.;h offence to fL 
penalty not e~c0cHling £50 for each islander :w L•lH)Nt 
or peru1ittt,d to land. 

The I'RE::\Illj:R : PropoBe it to·morrow, ancl 
have it printed. 

Mr. HA.MILTOX: Then T will postpone it 
till to-monow. 

ClanseB 11. tu 13 passecl as printetl. 
rrhe 0HA11U1AX reported }lTOgre . ..;s, and obtainP<l 

leave to Hit ~tgain. 
On the motion of the l'ItEMIER, the House 

went into Cmumittoe for the pnrpose of re.onn· 
sidering clauses 1 and 2 of the Bill. 

The PRI£.\liER mo\·ed the omission of the 
following words frum the end of clanse 1 :

"And the term • this Act' when u:-;ed in the priueival 
Aot. or thif-l ~\et. ~hall me·m tlw: pl·inl'ip:ll .\f't :1:-. 
amended by thi~ .A<'t." 

(.,luestion put and passed. 
Clause, as ~uncnded, agreed to. 
Clause 2 agreed tu, \Vith verbal an1endrnent. 
On the motion of the PEEMTER, the Bill 

was reported to the House with further amend
menti;, and the adoption of the report mark 
an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

:'IIESSAlm FJW?If THE LEGlSLATTVE 
COFKCIL. 

The SPEAKER reported that he had rt·· 
ceived the follo,ving lne:-;~a,g-e frtllll the Legis1a~ 
the Council:·--
}fn .. f.!p.t;AK.Elt, 

·rhe Legh-lative Counnil having had under cou~idera
tion tlte J.,C'gisla.tive Assembly's me'·~age of the 6tl1 
instant. relative to "A grant to the tru~t ·es of the 
Brisbane Girls' Grammar Hdwol of portion 204, parish of 
f-louth J~ri~hane, Po11taining- :!1) acres 2 l'OOCls ancl ;~u 
perehe~, and valued at £2,000, a:o; apermaneutcndowment, 
in pnrsu.tnee of .sectiOn 5 of the Grammar E\t~h~Jols .\1'1 
of 1H60,'' l)eg nmY to intimate that they eonr,nr in tl!e 
re·,olutioll c·onta;inert iu the :-:.aiel. mes.sage. 

..A. H. 1'"\.L\LEIL 
.Pre;,icleut. 

AD.JOl: !':\~\lE:c\T. 
The PltE..\[IER.~ in rnuving tht- adjtmrnlneni 

of the Honse, stated that the order of busine· ·' 
tu-monow would be the adoption of the report. 
nf the Pacifie hland Labourers Act of 1880 
Anwndn1ent Bilt; the Chinc'·lt) ln1n1igj :tnt:-; 
Regulation Ad of 11>17 .\mendment Bill; and 
i:\upply. 

The Honoe :tdjonrned a,t ten minntes past 
11 o'clock. 




