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122 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
1Vedne8da/l, 2:1 Joutuwp, 1884. 

Petition.-Qncstions.--l~lcction~ and Qtmlilication'-' Com­
miltce.- Wiekham Ternt~·e Pre.-;hyterlan Church 
Rill.-.J.Iotion for ...:ldjonrnment.-Fol·mal .:\Iotions.­
Supply.-Finan(~inl Statement.-::He:::sag-e from the 
Legislative Conncil.-l~lections A et. of L"l7 t .Aluend­
ment Bill-thir<l reading.-Padlie Island 1.JalJourers 
Aet Amendment Bill-sc-eoud. re:Lding. 

The 1-lPEAKER took the chair ltt half-past 
3 o'clnck 

PETITIO X. 
Mr. BAILEY presented " petition from the 

trustees _of the la.te Genrge Sutton, praying for 
!eltve to mtroduce "Bill to emcble them to sell 
and dispose of such part of the trust property 
comprised therein as they may deem IJece,sary, 
for the pnrpo::;e of inlpro,Ting the retnainder of 
the trust estate. He said tlmt the nece"'"Y 
fun<ls had been pai<l into the Treasury, aml the 
pa1;er,:-; cnntu,ining the ~Mlvertisen1ent;..; mH.ln~JticeH 
had been clevosited with the Clerk. 

:Petition received. 
QCESTIONS. 

:\Ir. NORTON aske<l the Coloniltl Treltsnrer-
1: Is it the intention of the Gov,~rnment to providt~ 

tltis ses~ion n sum of mone,Y, ft•om Surplus or any other 
fnllll, for de ... ~pening the ellanncl known as the ~\':LlTOw ... , 
"\Vhich ('01111Cets Kcppel Bay with Port Curti:-; ? 

2. l f so, what nmonnt is it lJl'Oposed to e-xvend? 
The COLOXIALTEl~ASUREH (Hon. ,T. R 

Dicbon) replied-
'l'he necessary snrvcy of the X arrows has just been 

comlllctecl, lmt the result has not yet heeu commnni­
e:tted to the Government, ·who will g·ive fnll eonsidcra.tion 
to the report when received. 

Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for vVorks­
Is it intended during the present SE''M'lion to ask the 

House to approve of the plans, :-:eetion, and book of refer­
cue a of the lll'O]JO'>ed l~xtension of H~Lilwn.y from the 
township or llowarll to Bnndalx·rg, as hLill upon tlwtable 
of tlte House on 3rd :\ ovcmbcr, 1883 :--

The :iliNISTEH ]'UH WORKS (Hon. W. 
l\liles) repliecl--

Tlle intentions of the Goyernmcut in connection with 
the IIowan1. to Bnudnl)erg line will be made known to 
the Ilonso afl. soon as n decision is arrived at nn the 
subject. 

:\Ir. NOHTO=" ltsked the Minister for \Vorks-
1~ it intcndetl tlnrin.~· the prcf'cnt session to ask tlle 

IIonse to <llltn·ove of the -pl:ms, scetion, and. book of 
referenee of the lH'O]Josed tle\'iation on the ~onth Bris­
lJ:tllU Haihvay, nea1· ·woollmtgablm, as laid on the table 
or the House on 3rd July, lbs::3 ~ 

The MIXISTEH l<'OR WOEKS replied­
Yes. 
J\Ir. ="OTITO=" nskecl the Mini~;ter for vVorks-

1:::; the 8\U'\'CY of Line of Railway from lsis Srrnh to 
Gaylli~ah, as :nltlwrisetl lJy the late 3Iiuister for 'rorks, 
being proc\. elletl with~ 

The :VIIXISTEll :FOR WOHKS replied-
:\" o ::-luvcv from I:'.is N,<.:rub to Cayndah hi being lJrO­

ceeded \Yitl~. nor can any authority for such snrvey be 
tra('t.•d in the record~ of the departwent. 

::\Ir. KOJlTON asked the :Minister for vVorkR-
1. Arc the arrangclllents made by the late ~1iuistcr for 

·works for the imlne<liate (;eolog-il'al ~nrvey of the Port 
Curtis distrit~t bY :.\Ir. Ran cl being carried out!-' 

2. If not. how imd where is it intended to employ that 
gentleman? 

The MINISTEH FOR WOHKS replied­
Yes. 
Mr. NOHTOX askorl the Minister for \Vorks­
:Xo provision having been made on the J.:stimates-in-

Chief for Jb8l· for Kalarv of (;old 1,\Tarden for the Glad­
stone tlistriet. how is it 1lroposetl that. that otliecr's duties 
shall Uc carried ont? 

The :\HXISTEll FOE WOHKS replicd­
Sahn·y for Gold 1,\T arden, GladstonP district, hn ving been 

ill advertently omitted from the Estimatco;;-in-Chief, pro­
vh•i.on for the same will Ue uutde on the :suvplementary 
Estim~ttes. 

:Mr .. JESSOP asked the Mini,ter for vVorks­
If it is true that .J.Ir. li'orbcs, who has been on the 

trial snrvey of the railwa.y from Dalby to the Bunya 
::\Ionntains, has been removed ~-and, if so, on 'vltat 
"'TOnnds~ 

" 'l'he. ~iiXISTER :FOH WORKS replicd-
}Ir .. Forbes. has bee11 removed to suit the requirements 

of the department. 
:\Ir. ,TESSOP a,~;ked the Minister for LanrlR­
If it i~ bis intention to grant any relief t.o the selec­

tors whr,n the )larch rents come due r-and, if so, in 
what form? 

The MIXISTER FOie LANDS (Hon. C. B. 
Dutton) replied-

The subject \Vill receive consideration wliien the 
:Jlareh rents lutvc been collected. 

J\Ir. :MOEE'I'OX asked the :Minister for 
vVorks-

1. '·rhethcr the s1u·vey of a Railway from the .J.Tary­
borongh and Gym vie line'to Gaynclah iS being :pt'Otj(•cded 
wJth r 

~ When do the ((oyermncnt intencl to call for tenders 
for tlw second section of the 1-~sk Extension I' 

The :\IIKISTER FOR WORKS replied­
L Yes. 
2. lt 1~ expected that parlimnentn_ry plans of sixteen 

miles of the ~e<·onti se<'tion will he ready to be laid on the 
t.nhlc of the !IOUf.;C in a few days: but working· plan~ 
and sectious ~re not. in a suffit'ientl\· forward condition 
to enable me to say de1initely wlicn tenders \1lill be 
invited. 

Mr. ISAMI3EHT asked the Minister for 
vVorks-

Ha vc any I.eascs of Refreslnnen t Rooms on the Southern 
and "~est.ern ltailway been renewet1 by tlte late or the 
lll'Cscnt Government otherwise qum by public tender?­
a.nd also the sums at which such leases were renewed? 
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The MINISTER FOlt WOHKS replied­
'rhe following Leases were renewed in Oetobor last 

without inviting tenders :-Ipswich Hefreshmcnt Room, 
for two years, from 1st Janmtry, 188:t, Jane I-IoOlJer, at 
£30 per annum; Gra.ndchestcr ltefreshment ltoorn, for 
two years, from 1st January, lt!S4, Janc ::\loran, at £.H 
l>er annum; Helidon HcfrPshment Room, from lst 
January, 18'<4, ,J. A. Pearson, at £140 per annum; Too­
woomba. Refreshment Room, from h;t January, 1884, 
J. A. Pettrson, at £100 per annum. 

ELECTIO:NS AND QUALIFICATIOXS 
COMMITTEE. 

Mr. Ernest J ames Stevens was sworn at the 
table as a member of the Elections and Qnaliti­
ccctions Committee. 

WICKHAM TERRACE PRESBYT~ERIAN 
CHUIWH BILL. 

Mr. FRASER broug-ht up the report of the 
Select Committee appointed to consider this Bill. 

The second reading of the Bill was made an 
Order of the Day for Thursday, the 3Lt instant. 

MOTION I<'OR ADJO"GRNlVIEXT. 
Mr. ARCHER said that he would put him­

self in order in the usual manner, as he wished 
to call attention to a letter that had appeared 
in that n1orning's Court'er, in which his name 
appeared very prominently. The letter was 
fro1n a gentleman who ~igned hilnself " \V. 
Alien," of ltockhampton, but now in Brisbane. 
In the conr8e of the debate on the Bill to 
repeal the Polynesian Labourers Act, he 
(:Ylr. Archer) made some statement that 
affected that gentleman, and, as he had rw;hed 
into print, it was his (Mr. Archer's) duty to 
]JUt him right. One statement objected to was 
that ~Mr. Feez was a member of the Pan<lora 
Sugar Company. In that it appeared that he 
(:Yir. Archer) was wrong; but he wtv; quite cer­
tain that he v; as not wrong in stating that JVIr. 
Feez had said that the company were determined 
to make sugar without employing coloured labour. 
Nor was he mistaken in saying tlmt Mr. Alien 
was a most determined opponent of kanaka and 
all coloured labour. Therefore, while he was 
n1istaken in saying that lYfr. li-,eez was a sub­
scriber to the company, he was not mistaken .in 
the main facts. Another great error he had com­
mitted was, that he called Mr. Alien the 
secretary of the company. It appeared that he 
was a member of the committee that managed 
the affair, and he (Mr. Archer) did not think 
that made much difference. He could only 
say that Mr. Alien had been a most decided 
opponent of coloured labour ; but becoming part 
propriet:Jr or subscribing to the Pandorrt Sugar 
Plantation, he had now become a friend to kanaka 
labour to such an extent that he had signed the 
cheque forwarded to the Government for the pnr­
l)()~e of paying the pttssages ofkanakas to this coun­
try. He thought, therefore, that he was perfectly 
j1mtified in saying that eX)Jerience had convince<] 
him that white men such as could be got even 
at a time when immigrants were plentiful did not 
warrant that company in pursuing the indu,try 
with white labour. The gentleman himself ad­
mitted it "t the end of his letter, and it should be 
remembered that he was now interested in the mat­
ter and did not speak as an outsider. He said:-

"One thing is, however, certain, that no matter what. 
political party holds the rein::; of government, the 
splnndid sugar industry of Queensland must not be 
alloweJ to din, must not hd driven ont of the eolon.r by 
legi~la,tion. Vtbour must be forthcoming in abu.ndancc 
~ntncient to meet all requirements. \Vhere can it be 
fonud (" 

\Vhy it was necessary for the gentleman to 
traverse his (i'vir. Archer's) statement in the 
way he had done, because he had called him 
d secretary" inRteacl of a 1non1ber of the cmn­
mittee or something of the kind, he could not 
understand. He very likely was mistaken in 
r:alling the gentleman "secretary," but he knew 

he was one of the gentlemen who signed the 
cheque which had to be sent in to the Colonial 
Secretary before they could get the kanakas they 
had applied for. He begged to move the adjourn­
ment of the House. 

Mr. BlWOKES said that, seeing· that Mr. 
Alien was not in the House to speak for himself, 
he would undertake-<tnd he did not run much 
rbk in doing so-to speak on his behalf. He 
had the pleasure of knowing :Mr. Alien, and he 
was quite sure that, had he had an opportunity 
of replying to the hon. gentleman who had just 
sat dowu--

Mr. AHCHER : I did not attack him. 
Mr. BROOKES said that, had Mr. Alien had 

an opportunity of replying to the hon. member, 
he would have satisfied that gentleman awl the 
House that his opinions had not varied one iota, 
and he thought he would have complained of the 
way in which his letter had been treated. The 
hon. n1en1ber w<1s very clever to read the cloHing 
paragraph of that letter; but he (Mr. Brookes) 
might be permitted to read a sentence or two 
from an earlier part of the letter. Speaking of 
coloured labour, }Ir. Alien said:-

,,The {iUcstionahlc means, however. resorted to in 
obtaining tlli:::; labour is enongh to brjng dmvn the 
vcngeanee of Heaven on this laml. Threats of 
dynamite, the intimidation of chief~, barcfar~_~d kid­
lULllpiug, and the use of violence in carrying on this 
tra..ffic in human flesh cannot be any longer 1 olcrated by 
a nation "\Vhich has paid £20,000,000 sterling to strike 
the fetters from the negro sla vc." 
He conic! almost imagine that the hon. member 
who had just sat down had not rettcl the letter. 
Prinul, fw·ie and corning to a rapid conclusion, 
that was what one might think. \Yith reference 
to the paragraph the hon. gentleman had read, 
it was clear to everv hon. member in the House 
that it bore an entirely different construction to 
that which thehon. gentleman hademleavoured to 
impose upon it. He could ask the same question 
with perfect good faith, and could answer it too­
" \Yhere was the labour to be found? " The 
hon. gentleman supposed that Mr. Alien asked 
that question in despair. Nothing of the Bort. 
The question admitted of a very easy answer, 
and he knew J\Jr. Allen sufficiently well to say 
that his opinions on the rjuestion of coloured 
labour were perfectly sonncl. The answer to the 
question was by introducing a supply of European 
labour up north, on to the sugar lands. J\Ir. Alien 
was not driven into a corner in the way the 
hon. member supposed, when he asked where 
the labour was to be found. He depre­
cated the injury of the sugttr industry by 
legislation, and so did all the opponents of 
coloured labour, and they had no idea of 
injuring it; on the contntry, if the 1neans they 
had proposed, and had many times proposed, 
were adopted, the sugar industry w.;mld be 
based on a sure and firm found>ttion, and would 
greatly assist the '\relfare ~tncl lJrogre~s of the 
colony. He did not think it was quite fair of 
the hon. gentleman to speak of an absent 
gentlernan in the n1anner in which he had clone ; 
and, knowing ilfr. Alien as he did, he thought it 
his duty to protest against the remarks of the 
hon. gentlmuan concerning hiln. 

Mr. AllCHER said he did not nnderstallll 
the hon. member very well, but if he might be 
allowed to ask him a question he would ask him 
whether ho denied that Mr. Allen lmd signed a 
cheque and requisition to the Colonietl Seuretary 
for kanakas ? 

Mr. BROOKES said he would not deny what 
thehon. gentleman had said. There was no man in 
the House whom he would more implicitly believe, 
but at the same time he might bemistnken-hewas 
only speaking in explanation. It was perfeutly 
l""sible for many gentlemen to have been so 
placed, and Mr. Alien might have been so place<], 
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Mr. X OR TON: This is not an explanation. 
Mr. FEHOFSON said he perhaps knew as 

much about the affair as any member of the 
House. He had been one of the first direc­
tors of the Pamlora Company, and 1\lr. Alien 
was a director as wdl. The plantation was to 
l1e a white man's planbtion. It was decided at 
first that it should be worked by white labour 
only, but in a very short time-not more than 
nine or ten months, he believed-the board 
passed a motion unanimously-and :Mr. Alien 
was one of the gentlemen who voted for the 
motion~that it wafo; no u::-;e trying to ca.rry on 
the work any longer with white labour, and.they 
decider! to get lmnakalabourou the plantation. He 
knew also that in the absence of the chairman of 
the board Mr. Alien filled his place and signed 
cheques for kanakas. He (Mr. Fe1guson) had 
re,igned his position on the board about twelve 
months ago, and Jl.lr. Alien had been a director 
ever since ancllmd all along sanctioned the em­
ployment of lmm<lms, and did as much as any 
other member of the bo<trrl in support of their 
employment. So that to a certain extent Jliir. 
Alien had, as the hon. member for Bbckall had 
said, supported colonred labour. 

Question put and negatived. 

FORMAL MOTIONS. 
The following formal motiuns were passed :­
By JI.Ir. BAILEY-

That there be laid npon the table of the Honse, the 
Re}lort of the Inspecting ~nrveyor on the 1n·opose(l Rail­
'vay routes from the llnrrum tO\var<ls Bundaberg·. 

By Mr. KELLETT-
Th~tt ther&J be laid on the table of the House, a Return 

showlng-
1. How many special trains have run on the 

Southern and \restern Railway from l~t Jann­
ary to 31st December. 1883. 

2. How ma.ny on Sunday, an(l by whom nsed. 
3. How many trains not yaid for, to what stations 

they were despatched, and for what purpose 
they were nsell. 

4•. How many were paid for and by whom, to what 
stations they w·ere rnn, aml the rate charged 
per mile. -

SUPPLY. 
On the motion of the COLOJ'\IAL THEA­

SUHER, the ::lpeaker left the chair, and the 
House resolved itself into a Committee of 
Supply. 

l<'IXANCIAL STATEMENT. 
The COLONIAL TitEASLiHER, in making 

his :Financial Statement, said:-
l\ir. Fraser,-In addressing you, sir, at this tilne 

on the subject of the l<'inances of the Colony, I 
have to deal with a conEiderably larger period than 
has heretofore been embraced in the Treasurer's 
Annual :Financial Statement. The present State­
ment must refer to the tmnsactionsof the financi"l 
year ended 30th .T nne, 1883, as well as to those of 
the first six months of the year 1883-4, together 
with the Treasury expectations for the remaining· 
period of the year. The fiscal condition of the 
colony demands continummly the closest atten­
tion of Parliament, and at the present time, 
when the country has pronounced such an em­
phatic opinion upon the manner in which our 
largest public "·orks shall be constructed in 
the future, when a new Administration has 
succeerled to office pledged to give effect to 
such opinion, it is not only right that the 
fin,wcial position of the country should he 
clearly understood, but, also, that its pro­
gress and growth should be fully realised 
and noted, w that its immense capabilitie", 
if rightly directed, rn'ty be thoroughly appre­
ciated c<nd its future adYancement and prosperity 
be confidently relied on. I believe, sir, that if we 
fully consider our .present financial position-if 
we giye dne attention to the stati~tical history 

of the colony, and obsen·e the vast resources 
we possess, in the development of which we 
have but as yet only approached the threshold­
we will ourselves feel that, while thankful for 
the immense strides \ve are rnaking in the 
1narch of progress, "'~e have attained a poRi­
tion where we have every justific:ttion for 
confidence and courage in the direction of our 
financial concerns in the future ; that, havino· 
arrived at such a po,ition, we need not b~ 
apprehensive that we shall have to sue as 
supplicants for financial arrangements where we 
h'we a right to deal on terms of equality, and 
will feel justifier! in entering upon such armno·e­
ments with unhe,,itating self-reliance, h1sed ~m 
the knowledge that the colony's position and 
progress are sufficient material guarantees to the 
whole monetary world of its ability to provide 
for whatever obligations Parliament may, from 
time to time. anthorise to he contracted. The 
u~ual Treasury Tables have been prepared to 
enable my remarks to be followed. These tables 
show the financial position of the colony ><t the 
close of the financial year 1882-3, and, so far as 
they treat of Treasury transactions, I have had 
them further brought down to the 31st December 
1883, in a supplementary sheet. To these I wi!I 
now direct the attention uf honourable members. 

I shall divide my address-
1st. To deal with the Consolidated Hevenue 

Account during the financial year 1882-3, the 
Surplus Revenue, Savings Bank and ':!.'rust 
Accounts for the san1e period, 1·esun1ing con­
sideration of the Consolidated HeYenue Account 
for the past six months of the financial year 
1883-4. 

2nd. Administration of the Loan Account for 
the same period ; and 

3rd. The Treasury expectations for the finan­
cial year 1883-4, the Special Appropriation of the 
:f!.even'!e balance for the year 1882-3; and con­
sideratiOn of our Loan I<'unds and ref[uirements 
at the present time. 

1st. The Consolidated Re1:enue Account for the 
Financial Yea.,·1882-3.-If hrm. members will 
turn to Table B, Treasury Tables, they will see 
that on the 1st July, 1882, the Consolidated 
ReYenue Fund had a credit balance of 
£24(1,410 Gs., which balmJCe was subsequently 
reduced hy the transfer by Parliament to 
Surplus Hevenue Fund of £245,040 under the 
Appropriation Act of 181l2-3, J'\o. 4, for the con­
struction of sundry public works and scrvicefl. 
The revenue for the twelve months ending 30th 
June, 188:3, amounted to£2,383,85\J 6s. 2d., being 
an increase of £HJ!J,359 on the Treasurer's 
estimate, and an actual increase of £281,764, or 
nearly 13~ per cent., on the preceding year. 

The brgest contributories to the revenue of 
1882-3, furnishing amounts greatly in excess of 
the Treasurer's estim,te, were as follows : -
Customs, showing an increase of ,£114, GUG over 
the preceding year, or nearly 18 per cent., an 
amount surpassing by £33,703 the Treasurer's 
estimate for the year. Stamp Duties exceeded 
the preceding year's receipts by £10,878, and 
the Treasurer's estimate by about the same sum. 
Rents of Homesteads and Conditional Pur­
chases exceeded the preceding vear by £G,G79 
only, although the Treasurer's estimate for the 
year was surpassed to the extent of £21,988; 
and while Auction Sales of Land !'(aVe bnt a 
srnall increase on the prece( ling year't; receipts, 
they showed the very considerable increase of 
£14, 227 on the Treasury estimate. .Pastoral 
Occupation showed an increase of £6,093 on the 
year 1881-2, and exceeded the year's ]!;stimates 
by £7,336. In Hailways, a wonderful expansion 
of revenue is observable. Estimated by the Trea­
Burer to yield £440,500, they returned £475,860, 
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being an increase on the Treasury expectancy of 
alJOut 8 ver cent., but in reality an increase of 
J;lQ.J,'GiiO, or fully 28 per cent. ou the preceding 
years revenue. The Post Office exceeded the 
estimate by £10,2!Jl, but surpassed the receipts 
of 1881-2 by £:13,35;3. Telegraphs likewise ex­
cee~ed the estimate by £11,00D, and the pre­
ceclmg year's receipts by £14,1G2. In 1\Ii,;cella­
neous Services, other recei pt:s gn, ve the Treasnry 
the advantage of £8,(i8;) on its l<;stimttte for the 
year. 

It will be observed from the fi"m·es I httve 
adcluced thttt the increace of re;cmw to the 
Treasury for the year 1882-3 must lmve been as 
unexpected ?Y th.e Treasury as it was gratifying 
to the pubhc. lt would appear that the de­
pression of the years 18/D and 1880 had cast a 
gloom over the future of the colony, and lmd 
obscured, to the Administration of the day, the 
wondel'ful advancement of the country ttnd the 
rapidity with which it wa:;; recovering fron1 
smtsons of ttdversity. Intimidated by the severe 
perio<l of 187D, the late Government tnmsferred 
To Revenue the unexpended bal-

ance of Lancb sold for special rail-
way construction, aruouuting to 12D,821 1 4 

And further obtained from Loan, 
on account of the proceeds of 
such Lands already expended, a 
fnrther ttid of ... ... ... 252,525 0 0 

l\Iakins· a total of ... £382,346 1 4 

The balance of Consolidated 
ltevemw on the 30th June, 1883, 
was . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 311, 5()4 13 ·1 

To which is to he ::tdded the 
Surplus Apprupritttion of 1882 245,040 0 0 

In all ... £5GG, G34 13 4 

So that, if the f]nestionttllle trttnsfers ttbove re­
ferred to had not been nmde, the balance on 30th 
,June, 1883, would httve ttmounted to £174,288 
12s., a recovery which evidently was not con­
templated by the late Administration. 

The Expenditure for the ye«r 1882-3 amounted 
to. £2,072,1)34 18s. 10d. This charg-e, together 
with the transfer to Surplus llevenue Fund of 
£2-1::>,040 before ttllnded to, left the account 
with an apparent credit balttnce, as on the 1st 
J Llly, 1883, of £311,5D4 13s. 4d. Hon. members 
who have studied the Tre,tsurv accounts will 
understttncl thttt, although the "Trea,ury books 
are closed for the financial yettr on the 30th .Tune, 
yet under the Audit Act there remains a depen­
dency in the shape of 1\alances of VoteB Lnex­
pcnded, being for serviceB authorisPcl bv Parlia­
ment but which httd not been disbursed, although 
contracted for, within the financial year for which 
they were voted. By turning to Table I it will 
be seen that on the 30th June, 1883, et depen­
dency of this clmracter to the extent of £244,0ii[) 
11s. 1d. was then outstanding, being- a liability 
as ttgainst the credit balap.ce or surplus of the 
Consolidated Revenue on the same date. 

On the 30th September in ettch year these 
unexpended votes of previous years are subjected 
to Cabinet consideration, when such balances as 
httve not been expended, or such services as 
have not been contracted for, mtty be lapsed. 
Accordingly, we find in Table H that this out­
standing liability on 30th June wets reduced on 
30th September by the sum of £!\0,272 3s. lld., 
allowed to lttpse, reducing the net liability to 
£Hl3,787 7s. 2d., which, if provided for out of the 
surplus on 30th June, wouldlea,-e only available 
for other appropriation :1 sum of £117,807 6s. 2cl. 

As the amount of the net liability for these 
unexpended votes of the previous vettr htts main­
tained et generally uniform aspect, the Treasury 

has ttdoptod the practice of assuming the liability 
of one yettr to be fairly set off by the probable 
undisclmrgeclliability ,,f the following, so as not 
to disturb the availttble cash balance of Con­
solidated Revenue on the 30th .Tune; and ttt the 
present time I :tm not inclined to alter this 
arrangement. I shall, therefore, further on dettl 
with this assumed Revenue Surplus of £311 ,5()4 
13s. 4d., although I feel constrttined to stty that I 
hope, in another ~cbion of Parlia1nent, to recmn~ 
mend an alteration in the form of our Pu]Jlic 
Accounts whereby those of the Trea•mry and of 
the Audit Office may be assimibted to embrace 
simihr periods and to dettl with the same 
transactions~- a reform which would greatly 
tend to render the Public Accounts more in­
telligible, and possibly more interesting to 
all classes of the community, and would also 
be attended with the further grettt ttd van­
tage of putting Parliament in earlier pm;sesr-rion 
of the Auditor-Generttl's Heport, which could 
then he framed immediately ttfter the close of 
each financial year. In addition, a more direct 
co_ntrol over departmental expenditnre in dealing 
With the balances of votes unexpended ttt the 
expimtion of the finttncial year in terms of the 
18th section of the Audit Act, could be more 
strictly enforced. 

I will now briefly glltnce at Table 0, relH'E"'enting 
the tlurplus Hevenue Fund, at the credit of 
which on 1st ,July, 1882, appeared a bahnce 
of £3,6115s. Sd., being the unexpended residue 
of the specittl appropriation under which the 
Surplus llevenue J!'und was first opened in 
187·1. The account was replenished by a second 
Pa,rlimnentary Appropriation in 1882,'~tn1ounting 
to £24;), 040, to provide for the constrnction of 
stcan1er8, harbourR and ri ver8, lighthouses, 
buildings, roads and bridges, water storage, main 
roads, and defences of the colony. 'rhe expendi­
ture which htts been made on account of these 
servicrs during the year 1882-3, repre!3enting 
£36,()24 lls. 4d., has reduced the httlance ttvttil­
able on 1st July, 1883, to £211,770 os. 5d.; and 
further expenditure for the six months ended 31st 
December, 1883, lettves a balance at credit of the 
account on 1st ,January, 18R4, of £182,23415:,;. Del. 
Table E represents the Savings Bttnk ]Jmwing 
Account for the financial yectr ended 30th ,Tune, 
1883, at which date the credit balance stood at 
£385,048 15s. lld. 'J'ransttctions for the six 
months ended 31Rt December, 1:S83, have resulterl 
in a balance at the credit of the account 
on the latter date of £4G3,6G3 fis. Sd. In 
addition to this drawing or operative balance, 
of £4G3,6ti3 Hs. Sd., the bulk of the Stwings 
Bttnk Funds c;tand inve•ted in debentures and 
other securities to the extent of £G!J8,8!Jf); the 
total ttmount, therefore, ttt the credit of 28,818 
depositors on 31st December, 1883, represented 
a total of £1,1HO,OJ31 5s. 10d. As the Savings 
Bank is considered to be ttn institution most 
directly dealt with by the industrial workers of 
the community, and throughont all countries 
serves to gauge the progress of wealth and accn­
nlnlation among the working clp,sses, a corn pari~ 
son based on the ratio per head of population 
in some of the Australian colonies and Great 
Britain it> instructive. On the 31st December, 
1882, the total deposits in the New South Wales 
Savings Banks represented a m tin of £3 13s. 9d. 
per head of population ; in New Zealand £3 12s. 
1d. ; in Victoria £3 iis. 11d. ; while in Queens· 
land, in the Government Savings Bank only, the 
ratio stood ttt £4 !Js. 5d. In Grettt Britain, 
where, notwithstttnding deposits had increased 
30 per cent. during the preceding ten yettrs, in 
1880 they lmd attninecl only to £2 3s. lld. per hend. 

The Trust Funds are shown in Table l<'. On 
the ht July, 1882, the total amount at credit of 
this account represented £106,164 1:5s. 7d., which 
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was increased by tbe transactions of the year 
1882-3 tu £144,524 1 Ds. 1cl., the credit balance on 
30th June, 1883. This balance has still further 
augmented during the six months encled 31st De­
cember, 1883; the Tnmt Accounts on that date 
>-lwwiu;; a tot;t! creJit balance of £1H:i, 782 1s. 4d. 
The detailed bcchnces appea,r in the Tables, and 
hon. m cm be1·s will observe that the increccse is 
chiefly clcrived from the Chinese Immigration 
Funcl (cccpitatiou tccx) and lnnnigmtion Collec­
tions. 

I now re."nne consideration of the Consoli­
dated Jtcvenue for six months ended 31st De­
cember, 1S8:o. The revenue received up to that 
date cun:;iderably surpassed all previous similar 
periodR, an1ounting to £1,3Gi),4GO 17f.:. 3d., aud 
repre.senting· an increase of over 17 per cent. on 
the six months ended 31st December, 1882, 
within which term the revenue receipts amounted 
to £1, 153,8848s. 7d. ; while the last quarterso£1882 
and 1883 produced, reSJ•ectively, £i106,701 3s. 1d. 
aud £(i46,39817s. 5d., an increase in favour of the 
l>tst three months of 1883 of over 27 per cent. 

Hon. members mav more readily understand 
the nosition of the Revenue if I refer to a few 
of the more prominent contributories during the 
six mouths ended 31st December, 1S82 and 1883 
respectively, as well as to the three months of 
1:-iS:l and 1883 ending on the sccme date :-
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The large apparent land revenue for the six 
months of 1883-4 has chiefly been produced by 
the extent of pre-emptives applied for under 
pccstoral holdings. During the financial year 
1882-3 the payments into the Treasury for pre­
emptive purchases amounted to £2D,H24, while 
for the six months of 1883-4 ending on the 31.-;t 
December, £78,083 was paid into the Treasury. 
The whole of this amount, except £3,i\84received 
in December, Wt'ts paid on or before the 12th 
Ncn ember; the payments into the Treasury be­
tween the 11th October and the above-mentioned 
chte representing the sum of £68,73(). Possibly 
the im}Jending change uf administration Ill[LY 
have had some effect in producing this impulse 
to pre-empt, but the Govemment will only be 
discharging their duty to the country in revising 
these applications and in considering how far their 
acceptance may accord with the land policy 
which has been enunciated this session. 

The receipts from Public VVorks and Services 
are matter of congratulation. The constantly 
progressing receipts from the Rail ways fully 
justify the Government in contemplating most 
vigorous prosecution of rail\va,y construction 
thmughout the colony. 

The expenditure out of the Consolidated 
Revenue for the first six months (of the financial 
year 1883-4, ended on the 31st December, 1883, 
amounted to £1,137,180 7s.10d., which, contrasted 
with expemliture for the >ttme period of the 
preceding year, amounting to £9()6,844 10s. lld., 
showed ccn increase of £170,335 1Gs. lld., or at 
the rate o[ 17 per cent. per annum on the pre­
ceding year. This increase is attributable partly 
to the annual payments of interest on the 
Public Debt; to the general enlargement of the 
departments ; and further, from the fact that 
the appropriation for the financial year 1882-3, 
under the Estimates-in-Chief, has been very 
considerably enlarged by J<:xecutive authority 
for increases to salaries, which the Committee 
has now before it in the Supplementary Esti­
nmtes for 1882-3. The bahwce at credit of the 
Consolidated Revenue on the 31st December, 
1883, amounted to £G2D,883 2s. ~d., showing for 
the six months of the present financial year a 
surplus of £218,288 \Js. 5d. It will be remembered, 
however, that Executive reconsideration of appli­
ctttions for pre-emptiveg may affect this apparent 
surplus to an appreciable extent. I do not, 
therefore, intend to deal with this balance as a 
present Surplus He venue, but will confine myself 
to the ccmount represented at the credit of the 
Consolidated Eevenue at the close of the finan­
cial yeccr 1882-3. But Lefore dealing with the 
special appropriation of this balance, I proceed 
to the consideration of-

2nd. The Loan Fund fm• the Financial Yew· 
1882-3, and its Administmtion for the .fi,·st Sicc 
~lionths of the Financial Yew·1883-84.-Heferring 
to Treasury Table D, the balance of the Loan 
Fund. on 1st July, 1882, represented £1,185,6~2 
16s. 5d., at the credit of the account, During 
the financial year 1882-3 the account was 
credited with £57,498 Os. 1cl. for transfers and 
repayments, and was debited with £1,204,373 
Uk lOd., the expenditure for the twelve months 
ended 30th .June, 1883, and cclso with £1,36117s. 
Gd. for stamping debentures of the Loan of 1881, 
resulting in a credit balance to the account on 
the 30th June, 1883, of i:37,415 Os. 2d. This is 
the aspect of the Loan Fund on the date 
mentioned in the Treasury books, which deal 
only with actual receipts, and take no notice 
of the amounts received in London not advised 
to the Treasury up to the end of the year 1882-83, 
on account of the sale of part of the loan of 
1881 and 1882, in all £3,733,000. Tenders 
were invited for £2,:JOO,OOO of these loans, 
which realised gross £D7 1s. 2d. per cent. The 
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terms of tender were 5 per cent. on tencler 
and 20 per cent. on allotment (18th l\hy) ; 
2.~ per cent. on 12th .July, and iiO per cent. 
on 12th December. Ad vices of the payment of 
the 25 per cent. paid on tender 'mcl allotment 
were not received by the Tremmry till after the 
end of the financial yeo,r; so th.tt the cre<lit 
balance of £37,41ii Os. 2d., shown in Table D, 
was actually enlarg-ed by the receipt in London, 
prior to the end of the financiaJ year, of the 
first instalments of 2.1 per cent. on the sale of the 
portion of loans before mentioned. The further 
progress of the Loan Fund to the 31st December, 
1HH3, is also shown in i:)upplementary Table D. 
The account has betm credited with .t:1,747,132 
19s. Od. on account of the sale of debentures before 
mentioned, anrl is charged with the six months' 
expenditure, £9,1A, 287 us. 4d., whereby a balance 
of £143,169 9,;. 10d. iB shown to the credit of the 
account. A sum of £G/!J,187 lls. Od. payable in 
London on or before the 12th December, being 
the final instalment of tlw £2,500,000 loan, has 
yet to be credited to the account. The matured 
debentures of the Loan Act of 1KG3, amounting 
to £707,500, have already been charged to the 
account, so that on the 1st ,January, Hl84, the 
Loan Account would posse's a credit balance of 
£822,357 Os. 10d. 

·when tenders were invited in ~Iay for 
£2,500,000-part of the loans of 1881 and 1882, 
amounting to £3, 733,000-it was announced that 
"the balance of the loan will not be negotiated 
for at least one year from the date of the present 
issue," a provision doubtless introduced with a 
view to conciliate subscribers to the loan. 
Viewed by the light of subsequent events, which 
has shown most umnistakably that the indebted· 
nessof thecolonieB is not regarded in Great Britain 
with any apprehension of colonial ability to 
profitably employ the loans contracted with the 
parent country, it must now be considered unfor­
tunate that such a promitie \Va8 ever volunteered. 
\V e have still unsold the balance of the loan" 
last mentioned, am."mting to £1,233,000, which 
we are precluded from offering till next :!\!Iay, 
notwithstanding the present fayourable conclition 
of the money market of Great Britain, as has 
been clearly shown by the satisfactor:r reception 
of the late issues of the Cape, New South \Vales, 
and New Zealand stocks. 

In addition, debentures issued under the Loan 
Act of 1864, amounting to £1,019,000, fall due on 
1st January, 188;'). Provision must be immediately 
made for the issue of stock to retire these deben­
tures, which, when effected, will relieve the 
colony of a pressure of £20,000 per annum 
for interest, being the difference between the 
rate borne by our recent loan iswe,~ and the 
6 per cent. debentures of 18G4. It is incumbent on 
Government to deal with these loans before their 
own loan policy can be fully declared. The 
ground has been left encumbered with a condition 
and without due provision for in1pending obliga~ 
tions. To honourably fulfil this condition, 
however unwisely it has been made, must be 
the duty of the Government of this colony, and 
to remove the obstructions which have been 
allowed to accumulate in the way of our future 
loan policy must engage the attention of the 
Administration until the opportunity of unfold­
ing fully their own loan proposals is afforded 
them at the next regular se,;sion of Parlia­
ment. The balance of debentures of our la"t 
authorised loans, which had not been even for­
warded to London when the change in the 
Administration of the colony took place, has 
been sent forward, and the amount of £1,233,000 
will be placed on the market at the expiration of 
the time indicated in the promise of the late 
Govemment. 

Honourable members will be aware that steps 
have been taken to complete arrangements for 

the inscription of the portion of the loam already 
sold (,£:J,ii00,000) with the Bank of Engbnd, 
whereby the holders of these debentures will 
have the option of ccmvertil1g their lJOndK into 
inscribed stock. The balrmce of the loans 
before mcntione<l (£1 ,23:3,000) which (~overn­
n1ent contetnplate otfcrhlg in l\'[a,y, having lJeen 
i'sned as debentures, will be sold as such, 
with option, by purclmc;er, of inscription. After 
the issne of this balanee, it is hoped that all 
arrangements will haYo been fully completed so 
as to allow our future L<ntn Bills to authorL.e 
the issue of inscribecl stock only. It mn•t 
not be inw.gined tha.t thiH very proper nction 
will at once increaBe the value of our stock on 
the Exclmng·e. That will depenci altogether 
upon the condition of the money market from 
time to time. But the ctclvantage of inscription 
will be to afford an opportnnity of extending the 
number of our bondholders, and to admit as 
investors in (lueensland stocks those persons 
who, holding· interests more fiduciary than direct, 
ha Ye hitherto been precluded by the nature of the 
trusts from inVE'<ting in securitie,; transferable by 
deliven·. 

\V e 'ha Ye just been informed by cablegram 
that the Bank of J~ngland in finally arranging 
for the inscription of our stock require that 
they shall issue all loans which they inscribe 
on the terms of the K ew Zealand Government. 
This condition, although not contemplated when 
application for inscription was made, will, I 
duubt not, materially strengthen the position of 
our subsequent loans on the London Stock I~x­
change, for I am of opinion that the floating 
of our loans, the payment of the half-yearly 
interest, and the regic;tration of the bonds 
form one grand division of our finance a.dn1inis· 
tration, which cannot be entrusted to abler or 
stronger lu1nds than the Bank of England, whose 
high financial standing forms at once an ad ver· 
tiserrwnt, and a connnended introduction of onr 
loans to the attention of the largest investors of 
Great Britain. 

The Loan Expenditure during the year 1882-3 
amounts to £1,204,3731Ss. lOd., being an increase 
of £32l,G33 13s. 4d. on the preceding year. For 
the six months of the tinaneial year 1888-4, 
ended on the 31st December, 1883, our Loan ]£x­
penditure amounted to £!144,287 !is. 4d., an 
increase of £388,712 5s. 3d. on the corresponding 
six months of 1882. During the financial 
year 1882-3, the smn of £253,454 18s. 3d. was 
expended on Innnigration ont of I.Joan, being 
in excess of the whole parliamentary appro­
priation for such purpose provided in the Loan 
Estimates of 1881-2, amounting to £250,000. 
Thi8 settle of In11nigr:1tion Loan ~Expenditure, 
unprecildented in TrPasury experiences, was 
largely increased during the six months ended 
December, 1883, having swollen to the sum of 
£232,G;"\3 13s. 3d., or at the rate of over £465,000 
per annum, to he increased by expenditure in 
England between 1st October and 3btDecember, 
1883, advice of which has not yet reached the 
Treasury. This heavy disbursement, incurred 
solely on Executive authority, and in the absence 
of parliamentary authorisation, has overdrawn 
the Immigration Loan vote to the extent above 
stated, and other unforeseen expenditure in Loan 
Account shows total debtor balances amounting 
to £351,2G2 2s. 4d. to be provided on first Loan 
Estimates. 

Honourable members will learn from Table N 
the annual rate of expenditure from Revenue, 
Loan, and S1Jecial Receipts for purposes of imrni­
gmtionsince thefound>ttion of the colony. 1878-79 
witnessed an expenditure of £152,205, which was 
deemed so excessive by the late Administration, 
who entered office in that year, that in 1879-80 
and 1880-81 the e:qJenditure was curtailed to 
£47 005 and £71,64~ respectively. The colony 
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during these year::; vnts r-;uffering under continued 
de}Jression, and innnigration opera.tions were 
:onse<1uently relaxed. In18R1·2 the expenditure 
mcrea;.ed to £120,877, and was followed in1882-3 
by the di."bursernent from all som·ces for irmni­
,_;mtion, to the extent of £:325, 2G3, while the Loan 
expendit111'e alone for this Hervice during the .3ix 
months just terminated has been proceeding at 
the _rate of nearly h<tlf·a-million per annum. 
purrng the year lh82, 12,(fJ7 ilumigrantR landed 
rn the colony, while in 188:~ the number ctttained 
to ?3,0RS, :3,330 of whom were bounty inuuigrantt>. 
It lH difficult to a~sign any intelligible l'Bation for 
this sudden acti Yity in the Immigration Depart­
ment ctttendecl with this inflation of expenditure. 
The llenefit to the colony from such a sudden 
paroxy~nn in our in1n1igration systeu1 nJust be 
regnrded ns extremely doubtful, while the de­
ra.ngenwnt to our financer~ under the abnorn1al 
expenditure before alluded to is certain. Indeed, 
the service nppears to ha Ye been conducted less 
in the interests of the colony than for the benefit 
of those shipnwners who hav~ enjoyed the confi­
dence of our London office, and who have 
clrn wn from the 'l'rensury between ;r uly, 11382, 
and Decenrber, 1S83. inclusiv-e, rtrnount::; as under, 
for the corwey~tnce of immigrants, namely :-

:Messrs. Gray, Dawes, and Com-
pany ... £231,584 

Mcilwraith, McEachern, ancl Com-
pany ... G0,440 

35,!185 
4G,S!J5 
20,038 

.Anclerson, Anderson, and Company 
Thomns Lnw and Company 
J;'. Green and Company 
C. Bethell and Company 5,732 
The C-overnn1ent consider that J~uro1)0an inlrni­

gration, conducted nt tlJC rate of about 1,000 
persons per month, will in the 1 m·sent condition 
of tho colony adeC[uately supply the labour 
n1arket \Vithont deranging dernand ; and as it 
is highly desirable that our immigrants should 
be selected from those who possess some small 
n1eans, so that our inunigration sy::;tern n1ay not 
become the vehicle of planting n pauper populn­
tion in our midst, it is confidently expected that 
the 17th section of tliP Imrnit;Tation Act of 1882 
will be more fully operated on, so that our Loan 
~Expenditure, under careful adrnini:;tration of 
this service, mtty be covered by an annual ap­
propriation of about £L50,000, pending further 
considerntion. 

I have now, sir, brought my Statement down 
to the 31st December, 1883, on which <late the 
Public Balances stood as follows, as per tiupple­
mentary Table G :-

Consoliclatecl HeYenne 1<\md 
Surplus HeYenue J<'uml ... 
Loan Fund 
Savings Bank Fnncls 
Trust Funds 

£ s. d. 

529,883 2 0 
182,234 15 9 
143,169 9 10'' 
4ti3,GG3 6 8 
183,782 1 4 

£1,502,732 1G 4 
The manner in which these balances stood 

invested on 3l·"t December, 1883, is tts follows:-
National Bank-

Brisbane .... £1,140,785 1 11 
London 245,!)04 3 D 

Bank New South '\V,.,les 100,000 0 0 
Agent-General 16,443 10 H 

£1,ii02, 732 1G 4 

"'Representing the Loa.n of £707.500 as paid, but 
llot. inclndiu~ the la~t instalment of the sale or 
£2,5JO,OOO, <1uc inlcndononl2th December. 

Of which balances the following nmounts have 
been placet! ctt fixed Lleposits with the banks 
untleruleutioned :--

I 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I think it is incumbent on me, in dealing with 

these balmrces, to refer to the practice which 
"Jl]lears to hnve been ndoptecl of late of renewing 
fixed devosits for further terms before their 
mature elates. On the 25th October, 1883, two 
fixed devosits of £i'i0,000 each, which would not 
reach maturity for more than six months there­
after-namely, on the 27th April, 1884-were 
renewed for period of twelve months. It 
is difficult to find n justification for this 
action. At the time these renewals were autho­
rised, £S:SO,OOO of public moneys was nlready 
lying nt fixed deposit ; the drawing account 
of Ciovernntent was fast decreasing, amount­
ing only on 31st December, 1883, to £200,785; 
Loan J~xpenditure wus proceeding at an enor­
mously incrt·nsecl ratio, and the loan balances 
were not only deprived of any expectation 
of enrly replenishment by the snle of the 
balance of debentures for £1,233,000 alrencly 
mentioned, but wore pmctically reduced by the 
withdrawal of £351,2G2, the nmount of the debtor 
Juan balance.", or the expenditure snnctionecl by 
the Executi vo out of loan, but without pnrlia­
mentccry authorisation. 

HaYing now brought my hearers down to the 
end of December, 1883, I shall now deal with the 
3rd head of my subject, in which I first proceed 
to lay before the Committee my expectations of 
He venue for the financial year 1883-4. In treat 
ing with this subject I hnYe the aclvnntage of the 
actual results of the first six months of such 
year. Honourable members will observe that 
my estimate of '\V ays and :Means amounts to 
£2,505,000, showing nn incrense of £121,141 over 
the receipts for 1882-3. 

The actunl receipts for the first six months 
just ended were £1,355,468. During the corres­
ponding period of 1882-3 the HeYenue amounted 
to £1,155,884, the year itself terminating on 30th 
June with receipts nmounting to £2,383,859. 
Bnsed on the results of last year, and of 
the first six months of the present, I might ha Ye 
presented to the Committee, with apparent jus­
tification, n larger estimate of \Vays ancllVIeans ; 
but having reg<lrd to the dry season through 



Pi~tanc-ial Statement. [23 JANUARY.] Financial Statement. 

which we are passing, the effects of which, if of 
further continuance, it would be folly to ignore, 
;,nd also looking at the immediate effects on the 
Treaoury of the Land policy of the novernment, 
I have cnrefully prepared for the Committee an 
eotimate, the fulfilment of which I confidently 
<-L<nticjprlJte. 

lf nder the head of "Taxation" I hope to 
recehe the fintn of ~tBt)i\000, being an incren~e on 
Lhe receipt' of 1882-3 to the extent of £28,239. 
'The Trea:mry receipts for the first six month" of 
Lhe present financial year amount, under this 
head, to £495,012, of which smn Customs fur­
nished £421,744. I have every ground for 
believing that the Customs will exceed my esti­
mate for the year of £800,000, but in view of 
the present drought-which, if of long duration, 
unmistakably means decreased production and 
restricted consumption-! have adopted figures 
capable of fulfilment. 

In Excise and :B~xport Dutie·;; I present a 
reduced estimate as compared with 1882-3. 
During that year £51,362 was received under 
this head ; during the six months ended 31st 
December, 1883, £17,989 only was collected. 
The falling-off in 'excise receipts is owing to the 
decrease in quantity of spirits distilled ; the 
>Lction of the Legislature in 1880 in increasing 
the excise duties to the amount of the import 
duties on foreign S})irit::; having discouraged 
distillation, the imported article is gmdually dis­
placing the colonial manufacture. 

In 1881 excise duty was paid for colonial rum 
on R9, 040 gallons ; foreign rum, on 13,988 gallons. 
In 1883 (H months to 30th September) duty was 
paid on colonial rum G2,429 gallons, and on foreign 
nun 28,!503. It will thus be seen that the demand 
for the colonial article has decreased, while the 
imported foreign spirit has entered largely into 
~onsun1ption. Taking an u,vera.ge for the 
December quarter as the basis of the quantity 
consumed for the nine months ending 30th Sep­
tember, 1883, it will be seen tlmt the consump­
tion of the imported article in 1883 would be 
>Lbout :;s, 124 gallons-more than double that of 
the previous year. The collections for the half­
years of 1882 and 1883 will serve further to show 
the extent of displacement of the colonial hy 
the foreign article :- · 

FOREIGN RuM. 
Half-year ended 30th Septembm·, 

1882 . . . . . . 4, 422 1.3 8 
Jhlf-vear ended 30th Septemb~~; 

1883 10,HD2 7 7 

Increase £6,.529 11 11 

CoLONIAL Rv.ilr. 
Half-year ended 30th September, 

1882 . . . . . . . . . . . . 28,638 11 5 
Half-year ended 30th September, 

1883 . . . . . . . . . . . . 21,423 18 5 

Decrease £7,214 13 0 

But although the increased excise duty has 
decreased the consumption of colonial rum, 
other spirits appear to have very largely in­
creased. The Collector of Customs specially 
notes the greatly enlarged receipts for duty on 
whisky representing as follows:-

In lii80 65,820 gallons 
1881 80,918 
1882 121,753 
1883 150,008 

being in e::cess of brandy, which paid duh· in 
1883 on. 143,84;) gallons. The e:,port duty on 
cedar w1ll be materially affected by the continu-

1884-!:t 

ance of the dry season. Large quantities of cedar 
are known to be felled on our northern seaboard, 
but cannot be moved until heavy wet weather 
appe:1rs. Having regard to these circumstances, 
[ have accepted £35,000 as an estimate of the 
year's receipts from I~xcise and Export Duties. 
The estimates of Stamp Duties and Licenses are 
based on the receipts for the year 1883. 

The Land Revenue I estimate to produce 
£G\Jl,OOO, being £13,837 less than was received 
in 1882-3. Auction Sales I expect to produce 
£7.5,000, of which we have received up to 
the 31st December £36,610. In 1882-3 £114,227 
was received from Auction Sales, an amount 
which the Government have no present 
intention of emulating, pending the consi­
deration of the Land policy. :B'rom Selec­
tions we hope to receive £10,000, an amount 
considerably within what we might anticipate 
under a favourable season. The estimate for 
Pre-emptive Purchases of £78,000 has been 
already fulfilled. As the declared policy of the 
Government is to discourage this form of land 
alienation, I make no requisition for revenue 
under this head ; indeed the amount already 
received may be considerably affected upon 
further Cabinet consideration. The estimate for 
rents of Homesteads and Conditional Purchases 
is within the receipts of the late financial year. 
Pastoral Occupation is expected to yield £240,000, 
of which sum £238,416 was received up to 31st 
December, 1883. The other items under Land 
Revenue are based on the experiences of the year 
1883. 

Receipts from Public \Vorks and Services 
are estimated to yield £725,000, an increase of 
£94,265 on the year 1882-3. The sum of £359,060 
has been recei vecl under this head for the six 
months ended on 31st December, 1883. The 
Railways, which continue to yield an increasing 
revenue, I anticipate will fulfil the estimate nf 
£310,000 from the Southern and \Vestern; 
£141,!)00 from the Central; £56,000 from the 
Northern; £36,500 from the Maryborough and 
\Vide Bay; and £7,000 from the Bundaberg 
line. The total estimate of receipts from these 
lines amounts to £551,000, against which the 
Treasury has receive<'! up to the 31st December, 
1883, £21~, 11!5. 

From the Post Office . I expect to receive 
£18,000, nn increase of .£7, 70H over 1882-3, 
establishe<l by the six months' receipts from this 
service, which amount to £39,356. Electric 
Telegraphs should yield £75,000, the first six 
months of the financial year 1883-4 having pro­
duced £37,029. 

From Miscellaneous Services I expect £124,000 
to be forthcoming, an estimate which will be ful­
filled from the bank interest accruing on our 
large deposits and public balances. 

The Estimates of Expenditure for the year 
1883-4 represent a total of £1,738,922 for civil 
and departmental expenditure, exclusive of 
£677,050 for interest on the Public Debt. The 
appropriation for 1882-3 amounted to £1,457,198, 
to which must be added further expenditure to 
the extent of £102,81117s. lOd., which appears 
on Supplementary Estimates yet to be voted, 
showing a total for the year of £1,560,009 ; the 
requirements of 1883-4 exceeding those of 1882-3 
by the sum of £178,913. Of this amount £11,754 
is due to increased provision for endowments to 
municipalities and marsupial boards, whilst there 
is a reduction of £4,000 in the vote for Grammar 
School Buildings, as shown in schedules. The 
Colonial Secretary's Department shows an in­
crease of £70,000, chiefly for increased requisitions 
from the Police, Government Printer, Colonial 
Storec;, Defence Force, Charitable Allowances, 
and Miscellaneous Services. 
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The _Attorney-General's Department shows a 
sm~ll mcrease of £2,217, chiefly departmental, 
wh1le the Department of Public Instruction 
demands increased provision to the extent of 
£8,712. The Colonial Treasurer's Department 
requires additional provision to the extent of 
:£20,317, but of this sum £10,000 is 1·epresented by 
mCI·eased vote for refundments, not an expendi­
ture or actual charge on the Public Service. The 
balance of £10,317 is distributed in increased 
services required by the Customs, harbours and 
pilots, and lighthouses. The La,nds Department 
requires £14,479 additional to the appropriation 
of 1883-4, chiefly occasioned by sale and survey 
of lanrl. In the Department of Public Worl~s 
£12,500 has to be provided for roads excepted 
under the Divisional Boards Act Amendment 
Act, £28,300 for buildings beyond the require­
ments of 1882-3, and £3,000 for goldfields. Rail­
ways require increased provision to the extent 
of £70,000 over the preceding year-a requisition 
which the constantly increasing extent of mileage 
of lines available for traffic must continuously 
enlarge. On the 31st December, 1883, 1,038 miles 
of railway were open for public traffic, 304 were 
under construction, and 530 were under survey, 
making a total o£1,872 miles completed and being 
proceeded with throughout the colony. 

The Postmaster-General's Department requires 
£34,200 beyond the appropriation for 1882-3 for 
increased postal and telegraph services, while 
these estimates show a considerable increase in 
the preceding year. It must be remembered that 
the appropriation for 1882-3 has been coneider­
ably enlarged under Executive authority, and 
which, while not appearing on the Estimates for 
1882-3, has been operated upon throughout that 
year. 

The estimate of vV ays and Means and of the 
prolmble Expenditure for 1883-4 now submitted 
to the Committee leaves an apparent excess of 
Revenue over Expenditure for the year to the 
extent of £89,028, which will, I hnpe, be consider­
ably surpassed, but which should of itself snffi­
ciently provide for any supplementary claims 
which may hereafter ar1se before the end of this 
financial year. 

I have now completed my re,·iew of the Con­
solidated Hevenue Fund from 1st .T uly, 1882, 
to the 3ht December, 1883. I have also dealt 
with the administration of the Loan Fund during 
the same period, and have submitted my estimate 
of Revenue for the financial year 1883-4, accom­
panied with the propmals of Government for 
departmental expenditure during that period. 
It remains for me to explain to the Committee 
the action which Govemment intend to take with 
the surplus of revenue in the Treasury on the 
30th June, 1883, amounting to £311,594 '13s. 4d. 

I have already shown that the Immigration 
Loan vote has been overdrawn to the extent 
of about £250,000, which will be considerably 
increased by London expenditure on account of 
this service up to the 31st December, 1883, not 
yet advised to the Treasury; and although Gov­
ernment have addressed themselves to its imme­
diate curtailment, yet present provision is neces­
sary to carry on the service until further appro­
priation is obtained under loan. 

Honourable members will learn from the 
Special Supplementary Appropriation for 1883-4, 
accompanying the Estimates-in-Chief, that Gov­
ernment proposes to a]Jpropriate ont of the sur­
plus of 1882-3, for purposes of immigration, a 
sum sufficient to cover twelve months' expemli­
ture-say £1130,000; the prudence of which will 
commend itself to the Committee upon full con­
sideration of our financial poRition a5 regards 
this sen·ice. I consider it sound policy to pro­
vide out of current revenue for such works as are 

not directly reproductive, so thatour loan requi­
sitions may be confined as far as practicable to 
works of a national character returning some 
contribution towards the interest on our public 
debt, and which may at all times fairly staml as 
valuable assets in our public Lalance-sheet. 

The total Special Supplementary 
Appropriation mnonnto to. £310,000 

Compri~ing imrr1igration, a,,s 
above £150,000 

Two nBw dredges 60,000 

Buildings­
Brisbane 

Depot 
Innnigrati(lll 

Charter>; Towers Court­
house 

Ipswich Railway \Vork­
shops 

Rockhampton "Immigra­
tion Depot 

Hockharnpton Supreme 
Court-house 

Toowoomba Lunatic Asy­
lum 

Other Buildings 

Bridges-
Annan River, Pioneer 

River, and Ross Creek 
Divisional Boards Grants 

in aid of Bridges 

10,000 

4,000 

10,000 

5,000 

fi,OOO 

10,000 
10,000 

30,000 

15,000 
£310,000 

The rapidly increasing importance of our ports 
necessitates large and immediate adclitionnl pro­
vision being made for the improvement of the 
rivers and httrbours along our extensive seaboard. 
The present plant possessed by the department 
is quite inadequate to perform all the work 
which is so urgently demanded along our coast. 
It is therefore proposed to proceed with the 
innuediate construction of two dredges, one of 
which will be constantly employed in the JI.Iary 
Rh·er and \Vide Bay. 

Thf\ respective items un<ler the head of "Build­
ings" 1nay be regarded a8 voteH on account of the 
respective services provided out of revenue, 
and which, I hope, will be supplemented as may 
be necessary out of future surplus revenue 
acc1nnulations without appearing in our Loan 
Estimates. The sum of £30,000 provided for the 
construction of three briclg·es-namely, over the 
Annn,n River, Cooktown, Pioneer River, l\fackay, 
and Ross Creek, Townsville-will cover the cost 
of works of great local importance ; and it is 
proposed to assist the di dsional bo:<rds by gran to 
in aid of bridges to the extent of £15,000. \V e 
have thus endeavoured to distribute through­
out the colonv a fair apportionment of the 
Treasury snrpius balance of the Consolidated 
Revenue as it appeared on 30th ,Tune, 1883. T 
have already referred to the balance of our l~Lst 
loans, amountingto£1,233,000, which Government 
proposes to offer in London as soon as we are 
relieved of the condition attached to their dis­
posal. It is also the intention of Government 
during the present session to obtain parlian1entary 
authority for the rm1f\wal of our loan of 1864, 
amountinl( to .£l,OHJ,000, which falls due on 1st 
J an nary, 'iRS5; and I Jmrpose to add to this sum 
the amount of depreciation on our la•t lom1 
issue, and a further surn sufficient to cover the 
unauthoril-ied ln11nigration Jj(Jau :ExJ)enditure 
incurred rlnrin;; the past six months. This will 
enable Grn·ernn1ent to con1e fnrw,trd \\·ith then· 
own loan proposals at the regular se;.::ion of 
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Parliament. Meanwhile our financial position 
at the end of the year 1884, in London, will be 
approximately as follows :-
Balance in London on 1st Janu-

ary, 1884, after payment of J~ s. d. 
Debentures for £707,!i00 due 
on that date ... 245,50·1 3 fl 

Final instalment of sale of ] le­
bentnres (£2,500,000) due 
12th December. Advice not 
yet reached Treasury fi79, 187 11 0 

Proce,eds of Debentnres for 
£1,23:1,000, in hand 1,185,000 0 0 

2,109,6Dl H 9 
Expenditure in London to 31st 

December, 1884, say 1,300,000 0 0 

Leaving a balance on that date of £809,691 14 g 
On the 1st January, 1885, the Loan of 1864 for 

£1,019,000matures, to be covered by the authority 
for renewal proposed to be asked this session. 

I think, sir, I have now given, in full detail, 
the present position of our national finances. 
Its history within the period I have had under 
consjderation is encouraging, and I see no reason 
to be apprehensive of the future. Undoubtedly, 
the present season affords grounds for anxiety, 
but if we are early visited with plenteous rains 
the prospects of 1884 may be considered as fully 
maintaining the progn?.ss of the colony. And 
that progress must tend to discourage the appre­
hensions which have been unwisely disseminated 
concerning our ability to undertake further loan 
obligations. I am of opinion that the loan 
indebtedness of the colony is a matter of con­
gmtnlation instead of apprehension. \Vith the 
assistance of sixteen millions of English capital 
we have within twenty-three years built up a 
pmsperous nation. f'tarting in 18GO with a 
revenue of £178,000, and a population of 28,03G, 
we are to-day in receipt of an annual revenue 
of over £2,500,000, with a population of about 
28.5,000, whose individual t~verage itccnmnlations 
and industrial prosperity will contrast most 
favourably with any other portion of the British 
Empire. Will any hon. member say that equal 
progre"s would have been accomplished had we 
refrained from borrowing? ·Our indebtedness to 
the public Qreditor is generally represented to be 
secured by our great and valuable territorial 
estate ; but, sir, I think I may truly urge that 
the great national works which, through our bor­
rowing powers, we have been enabled to construct, 
are of thernselve.s tangible assets as against our 
liabilities, and are rapidly and largely contri­
buting to the liquidation of the annual interest 
accruing on moneys employed in their construction. 
'fake, for example, our railways. The receipts 
for the year ending 31st December, 1883, from 
the Southern and \V estern, Maryborough and 
\Vide Bay, Central and Northern lines, amounted 
to £541,G1G, while the working expenses for the 
same period amonnted to £286,463, showing a 
net annual et~rning of £255,153; being at the 
rate of £3 ls. lld. per cent. upon the sum of 
£8,240,544, the amount actnally expended up to 
the same date in the construction of these rail­
ways. It will be seen, therefore, that the 
profit from these services during 1883 furnished 
a contribution sufficient to cover the interest 
accruing on £6,400,000 of our Public Debt, 
thereby virtually extinguishing that amount of 
our indebtedness and relieving· the Treasury of an 
annual vressure to the extent of the interest on 
that sum. 

Aml I think I may further point out that, 
while our total anthorised debt amounts to 
£16,120,850, nur debentures yet unsold, amount­
ing to £1,233,000, reduce the debt to £14,917,850; 

while our unexpended Loan Funds on 31st 
December, 1883, amounting to £924,690, still 
further diminish our actual loan indebtedness 
at that elate to £13,993,160; which, if distri­
buted over our present estimated population-
28:"),000-wonld show a ratio of under £50 per 
inhabitant, or if we take the full amount of our 
authorised indebtedness, namely, £16,150,850, we 
find that the net earnings from our railways 
furnish a set-off against £6,,WO,OOO of this obliga­
tion ; while the interest accruing on the unev 
pended loan balances further provides for the 
annual charge on an a,dditional £2,000,000. The 
Consolidated Revenue :Fund is therefore bur­
thened only to the extent of the annual interest 
on a loan capital under £8,000,000, being the 
amount invested in not directly reproductive 
works, but which sum has nevertheless been 
expended on, and is represented by, permanent 
and substantial assets, in the shape of various 
public works and buildings. The amount of such 
not directly productive Loan Expenditure­
being under £8,000,000-gives a ratio of £28 
per head of population ; while the annual 
interest chargeable against the Consolidated 
Eevenue on this unproductive portion of our 
debt amounts to about £400,000, allowing one­
half of such unproductive portion of loan to be 
represented by the outstanding 6 per cent. 
debentures. And, in addition to our success­
ful railway in vestments, let it be remembered 
that we have further spent out of Loan 
£500,000 in electric telegraphs, which transmit 
communication throughout the length and 
breadth of the colony and over an extent of 
territory at a rate ·relatively lower than in 
any other country. We have improved the in­
terior condition of the country by the expenditure 
of £693,000 on onr public roads, and have erected 
public buildings to the extent of £532,000. Our 
numerous harbours and rivers have been im­
proved by the expenditure of £932,000, while 
local government has been encouraged by the 
timely loan aid of £3H7,000; and, in addition to 
all this, we have been continuously adding to our 
popuhttion by the expenditure of one and a-half 
millions for immigration purposes. Surely, Mr. 
:Fraser, when objection is taken to our loan in­
debtedness, critics must deliberately shut their 
eves to the magnitude of the benefits which the 
colony has derived as well as to the character of the 
investments which have been built up through 
such indebtedness. And as has been the case 
with the parent country so will it be with 
Queensland, especially if we borrow for repro­
ductive works-the larger the indebtedness the 
greater will be the prosperity of the country, and 
greater still its ability not only to pay the in­
terest bnt to contract, if necessary, fresh obliga­
tions. I submit, therefore, Mr. Fraser, thil.t our 
present position, both as regards revenue and 
loan obligations, justifies us in pursuing a bold, 
vigorous loan policy, which I hope in the 
next session of Parliament may be announced. 
Meanwhile, sir, while clearing the way, we 
have before us the knowledge of the substantial 
progress the colony has made in the past, which 
will fully warrant the administration in pursuing 
an energetic policy of construction of public 
works by way of loan in the future. 

Table 0 shows the arrivals and departures 
by sea for the year 1882, giving an excess 
of arrivals over departures to the extent of 17,043 
persons ; and Tables E, S, and T afford valuable 
information relative to the comparative con­
dition of our imports and exports, increase 
in shipping, and the transactions of the banks 
in Queensland with the public. :From the 
former table we observe that in 1882 exports 
per head o£ population amounted to £13 2s." 7d., 
being a reduction of £1 7s. 3d. on thP ratio for 
the previous year. Irnporte ha.d increased to 
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£20 16s. 4d. per head, or £4 18s. lld. beyond the 
previous year. This increase is largely derived 
from the importation of metal manufactures, 
including machinery and hardware, the introduc· 
tion of gold and silver coin, and from large 
importations under the head of flour, grain, 
maize, oats, barley, wheu,t, &c. :From Table T 
we learn that the deposits in the banks, per head 
of population, stood in 1882 at £22 17s. 7d. per 
inhabitant-an increase of £2 4s. fJd. per head 
uYer the predou:; year. Table V deals with the 
pastoml interest, and shows that in 1882 the 
cattle in the pu,stural districts of Queensland 
o,mounted to 4,324,907, an increase of 782,877 over 
the previous year ; while from Table VV it will be 
•;een that on the 31Rt December, 1882, the number 
nf sheep in the colony amounted to 10,000,000 or 
12,000,000-tt very lu,rge increase on the year 
t881. 

The Mining Industry is feeling the protracted 
dry season, and Gym pie, Charters Towers, and the 
other principal goldfields are suffering in conse· 
•ruence. Discoveries of rich gold in some of the 
claims at Gympie, a few of which had been 
previously worked and abandoned, have infused 
new life into the mining industry on that field. 
On Charters Towers the effects of the rlrnnght, 
while severely felt, have not, it is reported, 
diminished the yield, but with a good season the 
produce of this established goldfield should be, 
tts in the cttse of Gympie, considerably increased. 
It is confidently predicted that with change of 
season the mining industry throughout the colony 
will assume increased proportions. Trade ttnd 
commerce have been prosperous throughout the 
past year, and both enterprise and indu:;try 
have met with more substantial rewttrds than 
perhaps during any previous simibr period of 
our history. I think, sir, it will therefore 
be ttdmitted that the present condition of the 
colony is stttisfactory ; that she has ttttainecl 
'" position wherein she is quite competent to carry 
out to '" s:~tisfactory issue, and without the iuter­
•;ention of foreign syndicates, whatever public 
works or services may be u,nthorised by Parli»­
ment, and that the conduct of such service., will 
be more adv:tntageously directed, and in the 
truest interests of the country, if subjected to 
the control of Parliament than if handed over to 
the administration of an irresponsible co-partner­
ship. I beg to moYe, sir, that there be granted 
to Her Majesty, for the service of the year 1883-4, 
a sum not exceeding £300 for the sttlary of Aide­
de-camp to His J~xcellency the Governor. 

Mr. ARCHER said th:tt in moving the 
adjournment of the debate he would ask the 
Treasurer when it would he convenient for the 
Committee to continue the debate on the :Finan. 
cial Sttttement? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said that 
of course he could not expect hon. gentlemen to 
enter into a discussion on the subject when they 
had only just been put in possession of the State· 
ment and tables. If the hrm. gentleman was 
agreeable he would name 'ruesday next. 

Mr. ARCHER said he had moved the adjourn­
ment of the debate. 

The PREMIER said the practice wtts for the 
Trettsurer to move the Chairman out of the chttir. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said he httd 
formally made the motion for £300 salttry to 
initiate the debate ; but there was no intention 
of passing it at present. He moved that the 
Chairman leave the chair, report progress, and 
ask leave to sit again. 

Mr. 1\IOREHEAD said it would simplify 
matters to hon. members if the supplementary 
tables were printed in the r;ame type as th~ main 
~ables. 

The COLONIAL 'rREASURER said the 
fact wtts, as the hon. member would be aware, 
that he httd not had much time to get the tables 
prepared. He mPant to haYe had them placed 
at the foot of the original pttpers. That was his 
intention; but he had not tirue to carry it out. 
Ho did not know what nmuber of tnbles might 
have been printed »t the office, but if there hml 
not been many the alteration could easily he 
made. He <lid not suppose the hon. member 
would desire to destroy a great 'llmntity for the 
sake of Jmving the alteration ma<le. 

J\fr. MOREH:E,\.ll saitl that, to a certain 
extent, the duties of a leacler of the Opposition 
were those of destruction---at lett,t., that eeemed 
to be the policy adopted by the prc<ent 
Gove.rnxnent. 

question put and passed. 
The House resumed, and the Committee lmd 

leave to sit agttin on Tuesday next. 

MESSAGE FlW::\1 TH.E LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced that he had re· 
ceived a, JnesRa.ge from the Legislative Council, 
forwarding a message to the 8ffect that the 
several joint committees should be allowed to 
exercise their control over matters committed to 
their n1ana~gernent during the recess. 

The PRE:iYIIEH moved that the message he 
taken into considemtion »t the next sitting of 
the House. 

question put and passed. 

ELECTIONS ACT OF 1874 AMENDJ\IENT 
BILL-THIRD RJ<;ADING. 

The PRK!'.:IIER moved that the Order of the 
Day be discharged from the paper. 

Question pnt and passed. 
On the motion of the PREMIER, the Spettker 

left the chair ttnd the House resolved itself into 
'" Committee o£ the \Yhole, to recomsidet· clttnses 
3, 7, and the title. 

On clause 3-" Additionttl questions to be pnt 
to voters"--

The PREMIER moved thttt the words "or if 
a procbrnation to the effect hereinafter provided 
is in force in the district" he omitted, u,s they 
related to chtnses of the Bill that had been 
omitted. 

question -- That the words proposed to be 
omitted stttnd pttrt of the 'luestion-pnt ttnd 
negatived. 

Clause, tts amendtOd, put and passed. 
On clause 7-" Notice to be sent to persons 

whose names are intended to be omittecl from 
rolls or lists "-

The PHE:iY1IER moved th»t the words "or 
lists" at the end of the cbuse be omitted. 
The word" list "was properly used in the first 
place, because clerks of petty sessions had to 
deal with the lists ; but it had heen inserted by 
mistake at the end of the clause. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
omitted stand part of the question-put and 
negatived. 

CbuHe, as amen< led, pnt and passed. 
The PllKMIJ~R moved that the title be 

ctmended by the addition of the word, ''and 
E!ectoml Rolls Act of 187\J." 

Question put ttnd pttssed. 
On the motion of the PRKHIEH, the C!HlH­

MAN left the chair, reported the Bill with fur­
ther »mendments, and amended title ; and the 
third reading wa> mttde an Order of the Da.y fur 
to-morrow, 
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PACIFIC ISLAJ'\D LABOURERS ACT 
A~fEl'\D::VIK~T BILL-SECOND READ­
ING. 

The PREMIER (Hon. S. W. Griffith) said: 
:Mr. Speaker, this Bill deals with one very 
important phase of the Labour question as we 
have it in the colony at the present time. 
Last week we passed through this House a Bill 
removing from our statute-book the Acts which 
recognised the possibility or probabilitv of our 
ha Ying recourse to India as a source of supply 
for agricultumllabour. I sincerely hope that the 
policy to which effect was given in this House 
on that occasion will be the vermanent policy of 
this c<Jlony. 'fhe Labour question, as I have had 
occasion to say on tnany occ::tsions both inside 
and outside pf the House, is an extremely diffi­
cult one, but the difficulty of it is not appre­
hended by a very large number ,,f persons. 
Some persons appear to think that the 
solution of it is perfectly simple. I do not 
agree with them. I am one of those who 
think that the question is not yet ripe for 
solution. l'\or do I think that it will be ripe 
for solution for a considerable time. The 
advocates of one view, of course, if they are 
rigl)t, can say that this que,,tion is ripe for 
solution now. If the proper way to solve the 
laLmn' difficulty in this colony is to look to 
India. a8 the sonrce frmn \vhich \Ve can tlerive 
our labour, that fieltl is open, and a very htrgn 
number of immigrant' may be <lerived from there. 
That would be a solution of the difficulty, and it 
would be a solution of the difficulty once for 
all, for l hold it to be practicctlly impossible, if 
wo once establish the system of the introduction 
of coolies here from India, to get rid of them. 
'fhey would become permanent inhabitants in 
this colony, multiplying from year to year, and 
finally bringing about, unless the laws of nature 
were reYersed, that state of affairs which 
exists in other countries where they are em­
ployed. ..\Vhen that state of affairs exists 
here, the result will be what any men in 
our positions can predict. And what would be 
the consequence? In the fin<t place it is quite 
certain that agriculture would come to be con­
sidered in time a degrading occupation-an 
occupation unfit for the superior race, the 
goYerning race-and that a state of affairs will 
be brought about which exists in the South 
American States, in Mauritius, British Guiana, 
the vV est Indian Islands, and other places. I 
would regard it as a great calamity for Queens­
land or for any part of Am;tralia that there 
•hould be any part of it where agriculture should 
be considered as a deg-rading occupation. I 
believe further, sir, that if that idea of degra­
dation should be once introduced iuto any part 
of the colony it will spread-perhaps by a slow 
process, but it will undoubtedly spread-over the 
whole colony. So much with regard to the effect 
of black labour upon the white population. vV e 
ahonld have then a governing >tristocmcy, and 
between them and their labourers there would be 
the mean whites. I mt~y be wrong, but I chal­
l•mge any hon. member who dispute~: this propo­
sition to point out any country in which black 
lnbour is employed to a large e"xtent where those 
results have not been brought about. I hold 
further that it would inevitably lead to the des­
truction of our present system of govern­
J:nent, for I believe that the Imperial Gov­
ernment would never submit to the existence of 
our present for1n of governn1ent for an enormous 
servile popuhction. The only Government which 
is effective i_n governing a large servile people is 
a despotic Government of some kind or other. 
It should be a Government with continuity of 
purpose, a Government with a fixed policy, and 
a Governmeht that maltes it its business to pro­
tect the servile labourer8 from their employers. 

Now I do not think that state of things is consis­
tent with the free institutions we have in this 
colony. These are two very good reasons which will 
be sufficient-which will be overwhelming against 
the idea of looking to coloured labour as the 
future source of supply for the colony of Queens­
land. In the future it must be either one thing or 
the other-white or black. It may be said possibly 
that the colony will be divided into two parts. 
Well, it may be; but I do not look forward to 
that. I do not think that is a material element 
in the consideration of this question. I do not 
think the people of the North who want black 
labour would get much better treatment from 
the electors around them than from the electors 
of the colony at large. That, however, is a solu­
tion of the difficulty which I do not now 
take into consideration. Unless there is a terri­
torial separation it would be quite impossible 
and impracticable to keep the surplus coolie 
population or coloured population from over­
tlo.wing. I look at the question in this way­
Is this colony of Queen,]and the inheritance of 
Europe or Asia ? That question must b P 
answered in one way or the other. 

:'\:[r. l\10HEHEAD: Ce1'tainly not ihe inheri­
tance of Europe. 

The PltEMIEH: I regm·d qneem:land as the 
inheritance of our own people. 

l\ir. MOREHEAD : Who do they inherit. it 
from? 

The PltEr-HEH: I am not standing here to 
bandy worJs with th<l hon. membe1·. If he 
wishes to deliver a lecture on gmmmar he will 
ha Ye an orJportunity of doing so by-and-by. l 
use the word ''inheritance" as it is understood 
by all intelligent persons. That is the question, 
and I trust that the answer will not be that this 
country is to be regarded as the inheritance 
of the Asiatic races. That is the way in 
which I look at the question as a large one. 
But it is not always possible to deal with things 
in a perfectly logical and symmetrical manner. 
At the present time we find that a large number 
of persons are engaged in the industry of sugar­
growing all over the colony, and they have been 
allowed to introduce coloured labour to the ex­
tent of, at the present time, about 14,000 persons. 
Those persons are here, and we have to deal with 
the matter as we find it. I do not think that 
in introducing this Bill I am departing from 
the principles which I have just enunciated. 
The kanakas are here, and we must do 
something to see that they do not injure 
the other portions of the community. I look 
forward to the future agricultural labourers of 
Queensland as not being kanakas or coolies, 
but Europeans ; and that is the point of view 
from which I regard the matter altogetl<er. 
But at the present time we have to face the 
fact that these men are coming here. Under 
existing circumstances it is not practicable 
to prevent them from coming here, and that 
while they are here they are allowed to en­
gage in such occupations as very frequently tu 
discourage and prevent the employment of 
Europeans, and prevent the enlargement of 
our European population, is well known. 
We also find that in the bringing of 
~hem here such serious abuses have arisen 
that it is absolutely necessary for our fair 
fe.me that we should take some imme­
:J.iate and stringent measures to prevent them. 
Now, those are the points of view from which 
I regard the question. I think we are bound, 
although we have not much time at our disposal, 
to attempt to find an immediate remedy. This 
Bill has been accordingly framed to deal with 
those matters. It does not attempt a settlement 
of the Labour question; but it does profess to be 
an attempt to mitigate, if not to avoid, the present 
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evils for which we require a remedy. The Bill 
is framed so as to include all islanders alike­
whether under their three years' indentures, or if 
their indentures have expired. One of the great 
evils complained of, and it is a very serious one, is 
that the Polynesians-the excuse for whose intra· 
duction here:is that Europeans cannot be found 
to do the necessary work that they are doing-are 
not confined to the work for which they were 
introduced. The excuse i• merely used as a pre­
text. People are induced to tolerate their intro­
duction on this pretext; but when the islanders 
are once here they are employed in all sorts of 
occupations-engine-drivers, grooms, coachmen, 
domestic servants, carters~-

Mr. PERKINS; Nurses. 
The PREMIER: Yes, and nurses, as the 

hon. member says. They are engaged in all 
these and other occupations. They would cer­
tainly not be allowed to be introduced for 
the purpose of engaging in any of those occu­
pations. It is idle for anyone to say that 
white men cannot be found to do that work ; 
and there is no doubt that every kanaka 
engaged in these occupations is displacing a 
white man. To tolerate the introduction of 
these islanders is only a temporary measure. I 
wish everybody to understand that it can only 
be a temporary measure-that is, the permission 
for their introduction at all. But while they are 
here I think that they ought to be confined to field 
work. I do not think for a moment that it will 
be found ultimately impossible to get Europeans 
to do the work. I believe that from my experi­
ence in the North ; and every time I go there I 
am confirmed in this opinion, in spite of the 
admirable speeches which I hear on the other 
side. I wish the hon. member for Mackay could 
get some of the timber-getters and miners in the 
North, who are exposed to hardships infinitely 
greater than can exist in the canefields, and ask 
them if they think it impossible for white men 
to do the work on plantations. I have com­
munications from them frequently, and I have 
never met one who has not scouted the idea, 
unless he has gone into some commercial 
speculation, the profits of which depend upon 
the introduction of black labour. White 
men may not be able to do such work in 
some countries. It may be so in India and 
in some other places ; but I am speaking of 
Queensland, and I do not believe that it will 
ultimately be found necessary that, in order 
to carry on field-work, we should introduce 
black labour. Planters will find no difficulty in 
getting their land cultivated, perhaps not quite 
so profitably, but there will be a larger Euro­
pean population employed than there has been 
hitherto. If we go on introducing black labour 
into this colony, we shall have a number of 
large estates managed by a few owners ; but 
more frequently by managers for absentee 
owners, with large gangs of the inferior races. 
Recognising that these men are here, and 
desiring to reduce the evil in some way, we 
propose to restrict the employment of Poly­
nesians in this colony to the purposes for which 
employers ask to bring them in. I do not think 
there is anything unfair in that. Whether it 
will be found practicable to so restrict them in 
the face of the strong opposition in the form of 
passive resistance, which I fear will be found, I 
do not know; at any rate, I think it is desirable 
t.o affirm the illegality of employing Polynesians 
in other occupations. I do not know the argu­
ments that will be used against this ; hut I shall 
be curious to listen to them for many reasons, 
and it is unnecessary to anticipate them now. 
Let me pass on to the details of the Bill. 
Under the present law Polynesians may be 
JireiJsed for the purpose of engaging in tropical 

or semi-tropical agriculture. The applicant, 
before he gets such a license, is bound to prove to 
the satisfaction of the Minister that he is engaged 
or is making provision for engaging in tropical or 
semi-tropical agriculture, and that the islanders he 
desires to introduce are intended to be employed 
in such agriculture only. But how often does he 
keep that promise, or, rather, how many appli­
cants are there in the colony who completely set 
aside the promise and employ the islanders in 
all sorts of occupations? Tropical and semi­
tropical agriculture is defined to include the 
bw:;iness of cultivating sugar-cane, eutton, 
tea, coffee, rice, spices, or other tropical or semi­
tropical productions or fruits, and ''making 
the products thereof marketable." This last 
part may mean anything you please on a 
sugar plantation. There are no provisions 
in the present law relating to time-expired 
kanakas : they are free to go anywhere, and 
they are engaged in all sorts of occupations. 
They are engaged as splitters, fencers, carriers, 
and grooms ; in fact, there is scarcely any 
occupation in which they are not engaged. 
vVe propos~, therefore, to restrict their occupa­
tion to what we call proper field-work-that is 
work which many persons insist the kanakas are 
the only persons on earth who c:.n be found to 
do. To define " field-work" is a difficult thing ; 
and probably there will be some difference of 
opinion about the 2nd clause in the Bill, in 
which it is said that field-work shall not include-

" The working of or attending upon mnchincry used 
in making the products thereof marketable; the busi­
ness of grooms or coachmen; the business of horse­
driving or carting, except in field-work; or dome~tio or 
llouseholcl service." 

I think there will be no difference of opinion on 
this point that the business of grooms or coachmen 
and horse-driving or carting is not field-work. 
I nwself have seen half-a-mile of drays all driven 
by J{anakas ; and it is no use telling me that that 
is work that cannot be done by white men. 
The 2nd clause and the clauses corresponding to 
it-clauses 7,8, and 9-deal with the employment 
of Polynesians in other than field-work. Other 
parts of the Bill deal with other scandals. There 
is no doubt that the administration of the Poly­
nesian Labourers Act has been, and is up to the 
present time, extremely defective. :Most serious 
abuses exist in the labour trade. I am sorry 
to say that during the short time I have heen 
in the Colonial Secretary's Office I have had 
a considerable amount of work to do in reading 
despatche' received, requesting reports upon 
scandals that have been reported in the Colonial 
Office in England, to the Commodore in the Pacific 
and to other people. In every case I make it my 
business to make the best investigation possible, 
and I must say there have been abuses. In one 
or two instances, and in one in particular, I am 
glad to have been able to report that there has 
been nothing in the complaints. I may as well say 
that was the cn,se of the "Lavinia" and the 
charges made by Mr. Morrison. The papers in 
that case have been ordered to be laid on the 
table of the House, and they will be as soon as 
possible. I think I may say that in that 
particular ca~e the charges nmde were ground­
less, but there have been others in which 
very serious wrong has been done. At the 
present time, as far as I can understand, 
the practice is not to be too particular in 
selecting the masters and officers of the vessels 
engaged in the trade. The master was very often 
a most unsuitable person, and the recruiting agent 
was often an unsuitable person - sometimes ft 

white man and sometimes a man picked 
up on the islands; and, further, they are now 
paid per head, a sort of head-money for the 
labourers recruited. Now, if you put two un­
scrupulous persons on board a vessel cruising in 
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the South Sea Islands for Polynesian labourers, 
and pay them so much per head for those they 
bring, it does not require any great gift of 
prophecy to say that there will be abuses 
committed. If the trade is to be permitted~ 
and I mean permitted, not by the people of 
this colony only~if the matter is not to be taken 
forcibly out of our hands, we shall have to show 
that we are seriously in earnest, and intend to 
put a stop to these abuses. I say particularly 
to hon. members who believe it to be desirable 
at the present time to continu~ the introduction 
of kanalms, that unless we set to work seriously 
to prevent the a.buses no\v disgracing the name of 
tlueensland the matter will be taken out of our 
hands. But I believe these abuses may be done 
away with to a very great extent by stern and 
inflexible administration. I will give an instance 
of how the matter has been worked. About ten 
days a,;o I asked for a copy of the instructions 
;riven to agents on board Polynesian labour 
vessels, having one ctcse before me which I did not 
eonsider Ratitlfactory. To rny very great sur~ 
prise, however, I was informed that there were 
none--that the only instruction he got was that 
he wa,s "l'l JOinted as an agent. I regret to say that 
in the few clays that have since elapsed I have 
had no time to issue instructions. This is, how­
e, er, a 1nn.tter 1nore, 1 thillk, of adminb;tration, 
"nd there b no need that it should ]Je embodied 
in the Bill. 1 nm uf opinion that the agents 
on these vessels should be provided with 
1110st carefully drawn-up instructions, and be 
C<tlled npuu to report in detail as to how 
they have performed their duties. I think 
that if the perA<ms employed in the ships 
are per:.;un.:-:; who can ~atisfy the G overnnwnt 
thn,t they are per,.;ons of respectable character, 
and if we take from them the pecuniary induce­
ment to do wrong~an inducement which has 
led many good men astray-take away that 
pecuniary inducement to do wrong, for at 
present the more wrong they do the more 
money they will get~ I believe that scandal 
at all events will be removed, or at any 
mte mitigated. The penalty for tempting 
men to do wrong in that way, proposed by the 
Bill, is very seYere. I know it will be said that 
its very severity will prevent it being operative. 
Sometimes this is so, but no less penalty would 
be adequate in this case. )et present, if a single 
native is kidnapped on board ship, the ship and 
everything belonging to it is liable to for­
feiture. I think the owners of a ship, or 
t)ther persons \vho give a 1naster pecuniary 
indncement to kidnap, ought to he treated 
in precisely the same way. The f>th section 
of the Bill provides that a detailed statement 
of the expenditure upon every voyage must be 
sent in. That provision may be evaded, and so 
may tbe returns in the case of the income tax in 
Ur~at Britain; but the risk and clanger which 
1nnHt be run by perRons atten1pting to evade will 
pr<wtmt its being evaded to a very great extent, 
as very few persons will care to run the risk ; and 
honest persons who do not attempt to evade it 
will not be aff ectecl by the provision in the 
slightest degTee~it will only affect those who 
desire and attempt to do wrong. The 6th clause 
raises another question~that it shall not be lawful 
to ,,upply Polynesians with firearms. ·what do 
we find now in the South Sea Islands? They 
nre becoming full of firearms, and when peaceable 
traders going there from here or elsewhere come 
near their shores, or come round a point perhaps, 
they are met with a volley of rifle bullets. These 
are some of our civilising influences in the South 
Seas. The nath-es ha,·e now been supplied with 
firearms for years and years, and I think it is quite 
time the practice was put a stop to. Since the 
present Government came into office we haYetaken 
t-he pre)iJpinary step anrl will not al!r:nv vessels 

to carry firearms to the islands. I had an oppor­
tunity of bringing the matter before the Govern­
ments of some of the other colonies~New South 
Wales, Victoria, and :B'iji~and they have under­
taken to take precisely the same step. New 
South Wales has already issued a proclama­
tion; the Government of Victoria have promised 
to take the same steps as we do, though I have 
not seen their proclamation yet ; and the Gover­
nor of Fiji assured me that as soon as he 
returned to the islancls~which would be in 
a very short time~ precisely similar steps 
would be taken there. So that I believe the 
distribution of firearms in the islands will be 
put a stop to. I cannot say what the French 
will do; but even if the French offer to give 
them arms that can be no reason why we should 
imitate them. Another matter I must now 
refer to is dealt with by the 12th section. The 
present Act does not apply to islanders engaged 
in the pearl or beche-de-mer fisheries at all. 
The 42nd section of the principal Act, which 
included a prohibition against supplying spirits 
to islanders, did not consequently apply to those 
employed in the fisheries; but, from the reports I 
have received sometimes from Torres Straits, 
most terrible orgies occur from the supply of 
spirits to Polynesians engaged in the boats 
fishing there. r think it better to put a stop tu 
them, and for that reason the clause ha" 
been inserted in the Bill. I have now 
briefly explained the provisions of the Bill. 
1 :1111 not de~il'ons of making an nnneceRsarilx 
ltmg speech, and 1 think I have explained 
the pro\ isions of the Bill sufficiently to 
enable hon. members to become acquainted with 
its operations. I know a difficulty will be raised 
with respect to time-expired islanders, but 1 
think we cannot help that. I have not the 
slightest intention of excepting islanders who 
may have been here three years from the same 
regulations which, I think, ought to apply to 
those actually serving their indentures. 

Mr. BLACK said he had hoped, after the 
discussion on the repeal of the Coolie Bill the 
other night, that a lengthened debate on this 
disputed, evadable subject of coloured labour 
would have been avoided. But the hon. the 
Premier, in one of his characteristic speeches~a 
speech which, no doubt, from a legal point of 
view was a very able one~ had still left them aml 
left the country in very grave doubt as to what 
his intentions on the Labour question really 
were. He offered to assist the hon. gentleman 
as far as he possibly could in framing sm·h 
amendments to the Polynesian Labour Act as 
would meet the undoubted abuses which that 
labour was at present suffering from, and he 
believed that the hon. gentleman, in all sincerity, 
had tried to bring forward a scheme in connec­
tion with that labour which should be satisfactory 
for some time to come. He regretted to say 
that, with the undoubted information which he 
had at his hand, as being Premier of the colony 
and Coloni>tl Secretary~in which department 
the whole management of the labour rested ;~he 
regretted that with that vast amount of infor­
mation~information augmented during his 
northern trips~that he should have brought 
forward such a very meagre scheme as he had, 
a scheme which did not meet the requirements 
of the times. The hon. gentleman had stated 
on more than one occasion that the employment 
of kanaka labour was indispensable to the pro­
fitable cotrrying on of the sugar estates of the 
colony~an opinion in which he (Mr. Black) 
entirely concurred. The hon. gentleman was 
looking at him as much as to question the 
statements he had made. He made those 
statements in the House when they had the 
Coolie Bill under discussion, and he then gave 
hi~l the O"C:WiOJl Ojl Whi9h h\0 mfttl8 th~t state' 
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ment. As it seemed almost absolutelv necessarv 
that many of the matters referred to then should 
be repeated that evening, he would rPpeat the 
occasion on which that utterance was made and 
the name of the paper in which it could be found. 
ln the Com·i, ;· of ,Tune 1H htst, during the hon. 
gentleman's visit to .1\fackay, he statHd this :-

"He had alway.;; recognisecl the fact that kanakas 
were indispensa.ble, and had never seen his way to inter­
fere with their introduction." 

An HoNODRABLE ME}!BER : But that was at 
Maclmy. 

Mr. BLACK: An hon. memlJer said that was 
at ::viackay. It was at Mackay; hut he main­
tained that a gentleman holding the high posi­
tion of Premier of the colony should not so 
shape his utterances as to make them acceptable 
in one portion of the country when they might 
not be to another--

The PREJYIIER : Who said, "That was at 
M~1>ckay ''? Anyone rea,ding· the hon. gentlen1an's 
speech would think that I said so. 

i\1r. BLACK: An hon. gentleman interjected, 
"But that was at Mackay," inferring that the 
hon. Premier's utterances at :Yiackay were not 
equally gmtrded to what they were in the House. 
\Vhat the public were crying out for in 
connection with the Polynesbn traffic was the 
J!rnper regulation of tinw-expired islanders. The 
Viorking 1ne11 of the colnny-as 11e thought 
was reasonably proved in the petition he had 
i'ead in the House yesterday, signed by 700 more 
or les• working men in the JI.Iackay district­
did not say a word wishing any interference to 
take place in the employment of Polynesians on 
the plantations. They wished-and that the hon. 
gentleman himself had seen during his northern 
trip-that the time-expired islander should be 
properly regulated ; but the hon. gentleman, in 
endeavouring in the Bill to do thnt, was also 
at the same time striking· a blow-a most 
serious blow-at the whole sugar indu:,try. He 
should be prepared to show how that would 
take place when he came to go through the 
different clauses of the Act. The hon. gentle­
man, in introducing the Bill, made use of many 
old phrases in connection with coloured labour. 
He said "This is a country for the white man ; 
we have got it as an inheritance." He (.Mr. 
Black) admitted all that; it was, undoubtedly, 
tt country f,)r white men, and, as he had said 
before, he would rather see the whole of their 
sugar land up north worked by white men if it 
could be proved that that were possible. But to ask 
aclasswhohad madeamost expensive experiment 
-who had founded an indust1·y which would 
never have existed but for that experiment-to 
ask them, against their own convictions, to make 
an experiment merely for the satisfaction of some 
other gentleman, was unreasonable. There was 
no reason why hon. gentlemen holding similar 
views to those of the junior member for North 
Brisbane and the member for Rosewood should 
not, by their example, prove that the principles 
they :tdvocated could be successfully canie<l 
out. He need only say that those who had 
brought the indnstry to its preqent condition 
would only be too glad to ava,il themselveo of the 
experience of gentlemen holding opposite views, 
if success could be shown to result from it. But 
to ask the gentlemen who had made the experi­
ment-who had not only their own experience 
to guide them, but were fortified by the ex­
perience of all sug11r-growing countries in the 
world-to make an experiment which they 
believed must inevitably result in disaster 
was, to say the least of ·it, unreasonable. He 
said undoubtedly, let them make this grand 
colony a colony for white men. He said that em­
phatically, and so far he agreed with gentlemen 
holding the most extreme views on the other 

side. He wanted to see Queensland a country 
where their own countrymen could reside aml 
benefit themselves. He wanted it to he a 
country in which they could hold out induce­
ments to \Vorking rnen at hmne to con1e ont 
and achieve an independent position for them­
se! ves, and not to come here to be a lot of 
''1nean whites" working on sugar estates, doing the 
work of blackfellows. He could under,tand that 
they were endeavouring to make it a white man's 
country-that they were bringing out European 
immigrants and giving them work to do for which 
they were physically unsuited. The hon. the 
Premier also 1·eferrecl to what might be a pos­
sible solution of this difficult question-a question 
which successive Governn1ents had hung up---he 
could only use that phrase. Every succeeding 
Government they hac! had for the last fifteen 
years had always endeavoured to shirk this very 
difficult question; and the time had now arrived 
when it should be settled once anrl for alL Those 
engaged in the occupation of _,.,g,u-growing had 
done nothing except in conformity with the Jaw., 
of the country. Inducements were held out ; the~' 
were invited to undertake that pursuit, and thei.: 
had done so ; and the Government at that time, 
]Jeing convinced that it was only with a certain 
description of labour it could be successfully 
carried on, gave them that labour. They had 
gone on through good and had times until they 
had brought the industry to what it wtts :tt. 
present. He need hardly refer to that. Jt was 
aclmittedl.oy hon. gentlemen on both sides of the 
HmiRe that the result had been one of undoubted 
good to the colony at large. The question now 
arose whether by legislation they should foster 
that industrv-whether the good results of the 
past were tr) he perpetuated in the future ; or 
whether, now, for some mere sentiment-for it 
was nothing more-they were to strangle the 
industry and destroy it; whether they should give 
it a kick it could badly stand now. They had 
heard the hon. gentleman talk of absentee pro­
prietors, and about the huge profits being· made 
out of the industry; but he could agsure him and 
hon. me m hers that it was nothing of the sort. 
Heferring to the valne of the sugar exports in 
the Treasurer's Financial Statement, he found 
that in 1880 the amount was £12\!,000; in 1881, 
£106,000; and in 18H2, £109,000. That did not 
show a very great increase. Last year and the 
year before the crops had not been up to expec­
tation, and he could tell hem. gentlemen that it 
was the years 1878, 1879, and 1880 that were 
the prosperous years, and were the means 
of attracting a large amount of capital 
to the colony, which hacl been invested 
in sugar, and from which up to the present no 
proportionate return had been derived. lt 
remained for hon. gentlemen to consider whether 
in times like the present-times in which the 
disasters t.o the squatting industry made tbe 
prospect look very serious, notwithstanding the 
Treasurer's glowing account of their ability to 
float loans-they were to destroy their producing 
industries. If they by their own acts destroyecl 
them, or if through nature they were jeopar­
dised, he maintained that the men from whom 
they borrowed money at home would say, "\Vhere 
is your security gone?" Theywouldsay, "Of course 
you cannot he held accountable for disasters 
brought about by the seasons ; bnt, on the other 
hand, you had an industry which was one of the 
chief securities you had to offer us, and you ha Ye 

chosen to destroy that industry for a mere senti­
ment." In that way he maintained they would 
be held accountable, not only by the capitalist at 
bnme who had lent them money on the security 
of that industry, but they would also be lwld 
accountable should any reverses overt:tke the 
colony, by the working men who would he shut 
out of employment which they undoubtedly 
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had now. Because they had 2?i,OOO or 30,000 
immigrants brought to the colony last year, they 
talked about in1n1igration being carried on at 
too rapid a rate ; but where had it been carried on 
at a too rapid rate? \Vas it down heee or was it 
in the North ? They heard no ontcry on the sub­
ject along the Northern ports. They had had 
landed in the central sugar district of the 
colony, :i\iackay, during tlle last two years over 
3,000 immigrants. 

An HoNOl:RABLF: 11E'IlllF:H : How many came 
to Brisbane? 

Mr. BLACK: He did not know how many 
came to Brislmno, but he had every rensnn t'o 
believe that the majority of the 2,200 who were 
landed there last year remained in the 
district, :md for this reason : because there was 
ample employment for them. They ha<1 no 
oLject in leaving, hut when in11nigrant;., cmne 
here they centred around the c:1pital, were unable 
to find employment, they would not go north, 
and went away to Sydney. He maintained that 
the immigmtion system by which immigrants 
had been landed in reasonable numbers along 
the coast had been the best ever introduced to 
settle people in the colony. There were many 
e:tuses which would almost prevent them hon1 
leaving theN orth, one nf which \\'<CS that it wns 
too expenRive to get away. Fron1 Bri~·;l-mne 
they could get away to New South \V ales 
for a comparatively small sum, hut the expense 
was increased the further they went alon" 
the Northern coast. The hon. gentleman had 
spoken of sejmration. He (:\'11·. Black) depre­
mtted any such ide:1 as that of sepamtion. He 
believed the time would come when better 
counsels woulrl prevail-when this subject wonld 
be better understood, anrl when it would be 
clearly seen that it wao impossible, with a colony 
possessing a coast-line of something like 1,500 
miles, for a Parliament sitting in Brisbane to 
legislate for the various industries and conditions 
embraced in that huge distance. \Vhen he cast his 
eyes over the Ministerial benches what did he see? 
He saw nothing but the southern portion of the 
colony represented. It was essenthtlly a Brisbane 
Governn1ent. 

HoNOURABLE lVIE~fBF:HS on the Government 
side : Nonsense ! 

Mr. BLACK : He repeated that it was 
essentially a Brislmne Government. The hon. 
the Premier had attempted to avoid that accusa­
tion when he selected his Minister for Lands. 
He admitterl that the hon. gentleman who occu­
pied the office of Minister for Lands might 
fairly be considered a representative of Central 
Queensland ; but the Premier, in making that 
appointment, did not make it on account ~1f the 
experience that hon. gentleman was known to 
possess, but because he did not want to have 
it said " You are a Queen-street :i\[inistry. " 
Then look at the hon. the Attorney-General ! 
·was that gentleman put in the Minist1y on his 
merits, or was he not put in so that it could not 
be said it was a Queen-street Ministry? Did that 
hon. gentleman claim to be a representative of 
the North? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Yes. 
Mr. BLACK: Had he any interestintheNorth? 
2\:I:r. MORE HEAD: Has he any principal? 

Mr. BLACK: Had he any interest in common 
with the North? Had he· not made the high 
position he occupies a mere stepping-stone for 
future advancement? He said the hon. gentle­
man had, undoubtedly ; and he held that 
it was impossible, with the pre.sent constitu­
tion of the House, that the varied condi­
tions and reqnirements of different parts of 
the colony could be properly considered. It 
was not separation they wanted, but federation. 

They wanted to see the seat of government 
taken away from Brisbane. He would rather see 
the seat of governtnent nnd0r federation in New 
South \V ales, and believed that the colony would 
prosper more than under the present system. 
Otherwise they C<mld bring the same result abont 
by other means-by the remr•v nl ot the seat of 
government to a nwre central pmdtion. It ·wa.~ 
unreasonable to suppose that hon. gentlemen 
could properly legislate for the varied conditions 
of the colony from Brishane, with its large 
centre of population and with the preponderance 
of representation th:1t tlw South possessed. They 
t:tlked about g·iving Fortitude Valley another 
member. 'rhat was an attempt to retain the pre­
ponclerance of repre~entation which, he said, 
wa,.; inj urionsly affecting the interests of the parts 
of the colony away from Brisbane. The hon. the 
leader of the Government had said that he was 
going to educate the phtnters on that fmbject. 
That was a very bold assertion to make. He 
had never told them when he had heen amongst 
them that they were in need of very much 
education; but he (Mr. Black) thonght that 
if the hon. gentleman would only take int<> 
consideration what he had said, he wonld 
endeavour to bring hiH inHnence to bPill' 

fLgainNt Holne of thm.;e gentlenwn \Vho opposed 
biack iabonr, to try the experiment for them· 
Rei ve;.; of growillg sugar without that Iabotu·. 
That . was the proper way to JH'ove that 
the v1ews held by them could be SciCCed:'<fully 
carried out. 'rhey would never convince gentle­
men who had spent the best years of their life 
and a large :1n10unt of ca,pital in the sugar in­
dustry that they were wrong in their present 
view:;. They might try it: they might stifln 
the industry, they n1ight ruin thoRe nten, 
but they must ruin with them the prospects 
of the colony in the future. Now he would 
review some of the chtuses in the Bill. },s he 
said before, although he considered the measure 
most crude, still he should undoubtedly do hi' 
be~t to n1ake it a good \Vorking rneasnre and an 
improvement upon the present Act. But he 
maintained that the Premier, having admitted the 
nec~ssity of Polynesian labour on the planta­
tions, and being at the head of a powerful Govern­
ment with a large majority, should have gone 
a step further, and in the same way that hn 
introduced European immigrants should have 
taken the whole task upon his shoulders of intro­
ducing Polynesiau imtulgrants. It sbonlJ ha\'e 
been taken- out of the hands of the planters; ::mrl 
that was the direction in which the Premier 
would have been more deserving of his (Mr. 
Black's) support than he was at the present 
time. No one that he had ever heard denied 
the abuses that the industry was liable to. Hn 
had pointed out the direction that reform should 
take, but the Bill would not effect that reform. 
The Government would have no more control 
over the labour vessels under the provisions of 
that Bill than they had before. There w:<s " 
W(·ttkness in the Bill, and that .was that they hall 
no recognisetl forrr1 of governn1ent dn\vn at the 
islands, and the Bill did not give any sufficient 
security that the captain and labour agent would 
be any better in the fnture than they had been 
in the past~-

The PREMIER: Thtct is a matter of adminis­
tration. 

Mr. BLACK said it was a matter of adminis­
tration, and he knew how administration was 
likdy to work in that particular. If the Gov­
ernment wished to do any more than strike a 
fatal blow to the sugar industry under cover 
of that Bill, they would have adopted his sug­
gestions-made to the Premier when at J\1ackay 
-and undertake the whole matter of supplying 
the planters with Polynesian lahonr--
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An HmWURADLE J\fEMBEI\ : At the country's 
cost? 

Mr. BLACK said the planters hnd never 
come to that House to ttsk for any consideration 
or seek :::ssistancP;. The planters hrLd always paid 
every SIX]Jence m connection with the lttlJom· 
they employed. If, therefore, the Government 
were willing to provide the bbour which was 
considered essential, the planters undoubtedly 
would pay alL expen;e. The 2nd clause of the 
Bill defined the occupation to which Puly1wsiam 
should be confim·v:l. In suh,;ection A· it "aid 
"the .worldntr of or attending npon ~11achinerJ: 
used m rnakmg the products thereof nm,·ket­
able." If that were a little more clearly definhl 
he would be glad to adopt the other subsections. 
Again, in subRection ~\_--"the busineds of oToorns 
nml coachmen." The plrtnters could d~ very 
well without them. "The llusiness of horse­
driving ()r 0arting, except in field- work." Now 
he quite agreed with that. He deprecate1l 
~eeing a lot of kanakaR driving carti:l with RUgm~ 
mto town. He would keep them out of the 
municipnlities, and that wns a thin" which 
would meet the views of the wholen of the 
sugar~gr~wing di;..;trict[';. If they put in a clnnse 
keeping Polyne,~in,us Putirely out of the rnnnici­
palitv :_M.; working nu~n, it would_ stl'ike at thu 
root of all the dbsatisfaction now shown with 
reference to the emJ,loyment of time-expired 
islanders. Then with reg-nnl to subsection D 
-"Domestic or homehold service." \\Tell that 
n1ig-ht go 'vit~out a .stand being n1ade, but' they 
mu.-;t take mto consideratiou what they rlicl 
lf they passed thttt sullilection. That section 
would not compel the employment of Enropean 
~erv~tnts. \Vhere the clirnatie conditions \vere 
such that Europenn servants could be employed, 
they would be employed. \Vhere the climatic 
conclitiom~ were sueh thR.t J~uropean servants 
were not \Villing to do the work, coolie ser­
vants would be employed. J\falays would Le 
employed, or other labour suitable for domestic 
service could be imported; and he thought the 
Premier w<mld admit that, when he snid coolies 
c•mld be employed for domestic .,ervice, he w"s 
,;aying what wa" correct, for, notwithstanding 
the coolie regulations of the Indian Government 
prohi)Jited the emigration of labourers, they 
e,;pecmlly exempted coolie servants. He saw 
them employed in the vessels on the coast, 
and they were employed everywhere where 
J~uropeans could not be employed, with a few 
except!ons. If they chose to leg-islate for those 
exceptwns, let them do so : but to exempt the 
Polyne,ian from household service did not 
necessnrily mean thrtt the employment would 
be transferred to Europeans. Tliat should he 
understood. 'fhey were compelling the planters 
in Jistricts where European Rervantt:i were not 
obtainable-such as on the northern riYers and 
th: n~w plantnt_ions-they were driving them, he 
sa1d, If they w1shed to carry out the provisions 
of the Act, to do thnt which wa,; the greatest 
danger to the country, the employment of 
unregubted labour. \Vith regard to subsection 
A, he would point out that if it was intenderl 
to mean that from the beginning of the mill to 
the end of the mill--from the time the cane 
went on to the cane-carrier until it came out 
::-ts 1nanufactured Fmgar-~the kanttka was not 
to be employed, they would ruin every small 
!-lugar-grower in the colony, a,nd strike a blow 
against the initiation of the central mill system 
-a system which he, for one, desired should 
be carried out-for the reason that the planter 
who bought the cane from the cane-grower 
wns not going to work at a loss. If they 
were going to add £2 or £3 a ton to the cost 
of producing sug-ar, he would take that out of 
the small cane-grower. Instead of giving 10s. 
or 11 s. per ton, whic4 Wi\S the Cllrrent ra.te in the 

North, he would only give G~. or 7s.; he would 
give the grower a price which he (Mr. Bbck) 
could a:o.oure hon. members would ruin all the 
"nail growers in the North. The industry was 
not sufficiently good. There was a sufficient 
margin to induce men to devote their attention 
to the cultiv<ttion of sugar-cane, but if they 
attempted to legislate in the wny proposed 
they would ruin some of the growers. They 
were t1Ting by this Bill to legislate to ruin 
the planters. They would make a stand for two 
or three ?Bark ; they could hold out because they 
had the money to bnck them. But it was the 
small 111011---the men who, he was glad to 
say, ·were settling near the big 1nills-who 
would suffer. Those men had just sufficient to 
carry them on from year to yenr until crushing 
time came. They did not cut a stick of cane 
themsel vrcs. Hon. gentlemen might say that 
those men did not employ black labour. He 
WltS glad to say that there were many cases 
where, by a combination such as he was 
sketching, cane-gr(nvers did not en1ploy coloured 
lnbour. But what did such a grower do? He 
rlid not employ black labour himself, it was true; 
but he had his wife and children, who did a great 
deal of work for him. Occnsionally he got .t 
time-expired boy to lend him a hnnd, and some­
times an aboriginal. But thnt wns not n system 
on which a big industry could Le conducted. 
The nmn, as he (:VIr. Black) had admitted, per­
haps did not employ coloured htbour, lmt did he 
not benefit from its employment? The planter 
gave him 10s. or 12s. a ton for his cane, and did he 
uot Hend his '' boyR ''to cut and cart it? There­
fore, although the small grower might not actually 
employ colourerl lalJOnr he benefited by it. If 
they compelled the planter to employ nothing but 
white bbour from one end of the mill to the 
other they would increase the cost of production 
so much that it would at once act on the small 
growers throughout the colony. He did not 
know whether that view of the case had struck 
hon. gentlemen before; but he had pointed out 
what in his opinion would Le the result. They 
would shut up all the small growers through­
out the colony, and the very system they 
were wishing to introrluce-the central mill 
system-would be abolished. No one would 
ever be tempted to put up a central mill, 
because he could not get people to grow cane. If 
the " working of or attending upon 111achinery '' 
was merely meant to apply to the mechnnical 
labour-th~tt was that a Polvuesian was not to 
Le employed as an engine-driver-which was 
properly the work of a mechanic--

The l\IDfiSTER FOR WORKS : You are 
shifting your ground. 

Mr. BLACK said he was not shifting his 
ground. If it was intended to mean that no 
l'olynesinn wns to be employed as a mechanic 
in n mill, then he agreed with the Bill. He 
11id not think such a thing was right; but 
he also said that the cases in which it was 
done were so infinitesimally snmll that it 
did not make any difference whether the 
subsection was left in or not. He should 
be glad to henr in explanation that the 
working of or attending upon machinery was 
merely to prevent kanakas or Polynesians 
doing work which properly should Le done 
by meclmnics. Clause 3 would be all right 
if it were only cnrried out properly. They 
had seen instnnces where the occupation of 
agent on labour vessels was looked upon ns 
a refuge for the destitute. :Men who not only 
had no character at present, lJnt had a very 
bad record for the past, were those who were 
generally selected as labour agents. He had 
always protested against that. It was not the 
plilnters who were to blame for it, but thp 
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GoYernment for the time being ; he did not 
care whether it was the present or the pre­
vious Government. He had always protested 
against men being appointed as lalJOu1· agentH 
whose characters \vould not bear investigation, 
and who, in many inRtances, harl been sent out 
by their friends because they could not be kept 
away from drink. They could not put a young 
man into greater temptation than by sending 
him as a labour agent in a yessel, unless they 
prohibited the carrying· of any grog on board ; 
even then they would go into any harbour to 
get it. However, he was glad that the Premier 
concurred with him that the selection of bbour 
agents in the past had not been what it 
ought to he, and he hoped the hon. gentleman 
would endeavour to see that that part of the 
trade was properly c·arried out. He could 
mention one or two cases of very recent appoint­
ment since the hon. gentlem'w came into office 
which he did not think would bear strict 
investigation. 

The PRRIYIIEH : I should be glad of the 
information. 

Mr. BLACK said he would be most happy to 
give the hon. gentleman the information. The 
present system of recruiting was bad and rotten, 
and he thought the Govemment ought to take 
the whole thing into their hands ; then there 
would be some chance of having it carried out 
properly. Coming to clause 4, it read as fol­
lows:-

" ~o per~on shall pa.y or give, m· ag-ree to pay or give, 
to the master of any ship employed in carrying passen­
gers from the Pacific Islands to Queensland, or any 
other per.-:on employed thereon, any sum of money or 
other valuable consideration, the amount whereof is 
dependent either in whole or in vart upon the number 
of passengers conveyed to Queensland. But the re­
muneration of the master of every f".uch ship, aml of 
every other person employed thereon, shall b,-:: at a 
fixed rate, either for the voyage, or dependent wholly 
upon the time occnpied in the voyage." 

The intention of that clause was very good: 
it was to prevent captains getting what was 
called "head-money." It was a usual occurrence 
for a captain of a labour vessel to get a bonus of 
10s. a head for all the labourers he brought in; and 
the recruiting agent-not the Governrnent agent 
on board, but usually one of the able seamen­
also profited by it. But the Bill would not prevent 
it. In the majority of case' vessels went down 
to the islands with a captain as part owner. How 
was the Act to apply to him ? The remu­
neration depended in whole or in part on 
the number of passengers such veRse] brought. 
He believed that in the case of 7.'i per cent. of 
the ships that went down to those islands the 
nutsters were part owners, and their rernunera­
tion undoubtedly depended upon the number of 
passengers they shipped. He was pointing-those 
things out to the Premier in order that he might, 
before the Bill got into committee, devise some 
scheme by which the very laudable object which 
the hon. gentleman sought to attain would be 
attained; but as the Bill stood now it was im­
practicable to carry it out unless the GoYern­
ment took the whole system of Polynesian 
immigration into their hands, and that was 
what they ought to do. ..What was the penalty 
in this case ? The Bill said :-

" If the provisions of this section are violated in 
respect of any ship, whether by the owner, charterer, or 
any other person, the ship, her tackle, apparel, and 
furniture, shall be forfeited to Her ::\iajesty. anrt. the 
person offending shall also be liable to a penalty of one 
hnndred pounds." 

·what was the meaning of the Bill at all? vV as 
it meant really to strangle the sugar industry, or 
had the hon. gentleman framed it without under­
standing anything at all about the subject? It 
was one thing or the other. If that clause could 
possibly be ca,rried 011t there was no doubt that 

the object which some hon. members opposite 
desired to see attained-namely, the stoppage of 
all Polynesian immigration-wonld be attained ; 
but he could not believe one-half the Premier's 
utterances on the subJect, or that he really 
wished to do anything of the sort. Cln,nse :) 
would also prove nseless, bemtnse it would he 
utterly impo"-;ible to detect or prove anything of 
the sort. As to clause G-" Firearms or ammu­
nition not to he ;;up plied to islanders "-at the 
first glance that seemed to be a very good clause, 
hut they must look to what would he the result 
of those strict regulations. 'rhe Polynesian wonl<l 
still get his firearms. He could tell the hon. 
gentlernan whn,t waK taking place np in his 
own district. Thne-t:xpired 1nen, who were in 
hopes of spending their £18 as they chose, were 
disgusted with '"' for they C<msidered there had 
been a breach of faith-and it was undoubtedly 
a breach of faith with them. They came to 
the colony with the distinct understanding that 
they could spend their wages as they chose, 
and they were encouraged to come in the hope 
of spending them in bnying firearms, and when 
they were not permitted to do so they were 
justified in saying there had been a breach of 
faith with them ; and yet the people here claime<l 
to be a superior race and would scorn to take 
advantage of a sen1i-civilised race Hnch as 
those islanders \vere. He sttid it was a great 
injw<tice to those men, who had no power to 
defend themselves. That House could step in 
and do what it liked, but they might do a thing 
under pressure which might be neither just nor 
right. That injustice was done, and yet hon. 
g~ntlemen on the other side professed to scorn to 
do an unfctir action. :Many cases had come before 
him in which those men were actually in posses­
sion of firearms ; and although the hon. Premier 
told him that every case would be tre;~ted on its 
merits, he knew that in many cases that had not 
been done 

The PRE:!YII:ER : It has been done. 
Mr. BLACK said that in many cases time­

expired islanders were actually in possession of 
firP:trms, but, fearing to take them on board ship 
lest they should be seized, they gave them away 
to other hoy,;, fur they could not know that all 
they had to do was to appeal to the Premier. 
They looked upon it as a grave injustice, and he 
should not be surprised if they considered them­
selves justified in retaliating upon some of the 
Europeans on the first opportunity they got after 
they returned to the islands. He sincerely hoped 
such would not be the result, hut they could not 
l1lame them after the manifest breach of faith 
with which they were treated. The object of 
preventing their getting firearms was to prevent 
them firing at the ships as they were in the 
habit of doing. It was said that the abuse" 
were so glaring that they were justified in retali­
ating. vV ell, it was rather hard to reconcile 
those two statements. If the abuses had been 
so glaring as to deserve retttliation, then those 
who were shot deserved what they got. Cer­
tainly, as amongst all savage races, they had 
not always taken care to visit the punishment 
upon the right persons, but he had the experience 
of men who thoroughly under,tood the whole 
question, and they said they would sooner run 
the risk of being shot by the firearms supplied to 
the islanders than by poisoned arrows. 

The PREMIER : They have no poisoned 
arrows. 

Mr. BLACK said the Premier said they had 
no poisoned arrows ; and that was a proof of what 
he most complained of-the attempt of the hon. 
Premier to legislateupona subject upon which his 
information was so extremely crude. He said 
they had poisoned arrows, and people accustomed 
to going down to the islands )la,d stated they 
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would rather run the risk of b<'ing shot with 
such firearms as they had than with the poisoned 
arrows which they used with ;;nch precioion. 

The PREMIER: You know that ca.reful 
scientific investigations made on the subject 
re]Jort that nothing of the kind exists. I have 
rea<l the papers awl medical extracts on the 
subject. 

Mr. BLACK said another thing to look at 
was that the prohibition to take firearms hom 
here would not prevent the islanders getting 
them. As a matter of bet the prohibiti< m would 
simply injure their own traders. \Vhy, time­
expire,\ i,;landers would go on board ship with all 
their wagP,, with the distinct und8l-,,tanding that 
the capt,dn would take them to HaYmma Har­
bour, and thev could spend their mc.ney '" they 
liked when they got there. So that while injur­
ing a section of om· own people they did not 
attain the result they wi;;hed to arrive at by the 
prohibition. Clause 7 might pass, provided that 
the subsections of clause 2 were properly ex­
plained. Clause 10 said :-

"All offew~es against t.his A et mny be prosecuted in a 
summary way before two justices of the pcaee, and tbe 
Heen~ed per~on, or the wife or husband of an :weu:.;ed 
verson, shall be acmnvctent witness on his or her behalf." 
He took it from that that if they wished to get" 
conviction against it husband they might bring 
his wife into eourt uncl nut..ke her give evidence 
ttgainst him. He would like to ask the Premier 
if that was not so ? 

'l'he PRKMlEH: It is in the interest of the 
accused, to enable him to defend himself if he is 
unjustly accused. 

Mr. BLACK asked if he was to understltnd that 
if a man was charged with employing an ishtnder 
as a domestic servant his wife might be brought 
tu give evidence against hirn? lf so, it was a 
very mean thing to stick in a Bill like that, 
when they had to descenrl to such petty means 
of getting evidence that they were to bring a 
wife into court to give evidence against her 
husband. He said the colonv had descended 
to a very low stage indeed. By clause 12 it was 
intended to prevent islanders engaged in the 
b0che·de-Iner fisheries fron1 getting grog. That 
was a very good clause if properly carried out, 
but he wonld point out that not only the 
present, but previous Government, had refused 
to put the chmse in the existing Act into 
operation. The police in the :Mackay, Mary­
borough, and Brisbane districts had refused 
to take any steps to secure convictions against 
publicans selling grog to kanakas. Such being 
the case, how could it be expected that a 
clause of that sort would do any good in the 
Tones Straits? It would be utterly impossible 
to carry it out. 

The PREMIER : The police are not likely to 
refuse very n1uch longer. 

Mr. J3LACK said he was very glad to hear it. 
The root of the evil could be easily struck at, and 
if time-expired boys could be kept from coming 
within municipalities very little mor0 complaint 
would be hem·d. Kanakas came to the colony 
under an agreement that they should be returned 
home at the expiration of three years, and send­
ing them home was quite as much a part <Jf the 
agreement as paying them their wages, and the 
agreement was not terminated until they were 
sent home. The Government had full power to 
send the islanders home. And when the time 
came when coolies would be introduced-as they 
undoubtedly would be--

Mr. BROOKES: Never! 
Mr. BLACK said the time would undoubtedly 

come when the working men would rise and 
say, "\Ve will not return any member to Parlitt­
ment who will not import coloured labour under 

strict regulations." The present system was 
encouraging J,lanters to go abroad and bring in 
coloured labour without any regulations. And 
they \Vere doing so, as the Preruier knew very 
well. If they did not do so, they would have to 
adopt a system which would be far more injurious 
to the working rnen, and that was, to bring out 
cheap mean whites to do the work on plantations. 
He believed in the working men sharing in the 
prosperity attending the sugar in~lustry in tho 
shape of good wages, and they certaml:r ought not 
to be brought out to do work which could only be 
done by blacks, not only in (/ueensland, but in 
every c:n1ntry 'vheretl1e sngarindnstry was c~rriecl · 
on. He would not take up the time of the House 
lonaer. He ha'l pointed out some defects in the 
Bill which he hoped the. Premier would see hi~ 
way to amend when the Bill got into C?mmittee. 
He should do all he could to make 1t " good 
sound measure. The Bill was to be passed. It 
would not be to the interest of the country that 
it shonld be thrown out, because it was an 
attempt at mitigating to a slight extent the evils 
compla.ined of; and he believed that if the Pre­
mier had not wished to do the best he could 
under the circumstances he would not have 
brought in the Bill at all. 

Mr. BROOKES said he never rose to reply 
to the hrm. member for J\Iackay without feeling 
that he was at a. great disadsantage in not posses­
sino- that fluency of tongue which chamcterisecl all 
th~ hon. gentleumn 's speeches in the H nuse. He 
rose not so much for the JlUrpose of following that 
hon. gentleman through his speech, as f_0r !he pur­
pose of presenting-as far as he knew 1t from all 
sources-the true nature of the Pacific Islands 
trade. It was scarcely pertinent to the debate to 
review the Coloured Labour question as a whole, 
for they were not dealing with that question as a 
whole. By the decision of the House last week 
the colony had decided that coloured labour 
should be got rid of, and all that the hon. mem­
ber said on the general question of coloured 
labour might very well have been dispensed 
with. If that hon. gentleman entertained the 
sliahtest idea that the working men of the colony 
w~uld ever come to regard him as their guide, 
philosopher,"and friend, he was labouring under a 
dreadful mistttke. vVhenever the hon. member 
spoke of his desire to promote the welfare of the 
working men of the colony, he could n?t help it;s 
leaking out that it was not the wmkmg mens 
welfare he was looking after, but singly and solely 
the interests of the sugar-planters; and that 
was very obvious in the address just delivered. 
There was another defect he always noticed in 
the speeches of the sugar-planters, and that was 
that they could not look at the Coloured Labour 
question' except from their own pecuniary point 
of view. He should now take the liberty of 
presenting the Pacific Islands trade as it was, as 
it had always been, and as it would ever be. 
The Pacific Islands busine"s was introduced lt 
little more than twenty years ago, and he chrtl­
lew··ed anyone to deny that, from the beginning to 
the"end-from 1860tothe present time-that trade 
had not been one consecutive narrative of the 
foule,t atrocities. 'l'he Premier was perfectly 
right when he said that, unless the colony dicl 
somethin" to improve the character of that 
trade, a s~perior power would be stepping in and 
doing it for them. He would not take up the 
time of the l!ouse for a moment longer than 
he could help, but he did desire that justice 
should be done to the question ; and he was 
sure that all who loved their species, whether 
black or white, would not consider that he 
was idlino- away the time of the House by 
reading a few extracts which he proposed to read. 
Thirteen years ago Bishop Pattison--whose name, 
he need hardly mention, was the name of a 
gentleman in every sense of the word-a gen• 
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tleman who knew no party feeling or political 
biaH, but who possessed a \'ery fine perception 
between right and \Vrong-said :·-

,, 'l'hc trade-almost a regular slave trade--carried on 
b3· masters of small Ye~sels, proeuring, by fair ll\8)lllS or 
fonl, labourers for tile Q,ueen~lawl and Fiji l)lantations, 
is interfering a good deal with the ·working or the mi:-:.:don. 
Any of these natiw·"~ that 11un· be taken lEek to his 
hhiml will be sure lo do har1~1. l~nder s1wh cirnnn­
st-:LUt~es. Lhe South St\n Islnntler hCqnirPs nll t-he low, 
Ynl~ar Yim~s of the wor,,t ela~s of white In('l1, and 
hecoulcs. of eonrsc, deHwralist'll, antl tllc sonrcc of 
clemoraliHation to his ]Jcoplr-. ~\ny n_:sJJCC1able tra,yeller 
among ignorant or wild raec:- \V ill tell yon the .-;a me tl1in;..;-.' 1 

And ag-ain he said in the bame ye:tr :---
"The deportation of natixcs is going on to a very great 

extent here, as in the New llebritle:; and Bank~ Islands . 
.::_ueans of a.ll kinds are cmvloyed, sinking ea noes and 
c.qJturing the native~. enti(:iug men on board and 
getting them belo\Y, ancl then sh·uring hatches and 
mlprh>oniug them. ~atives are retaliating. Lately, 
two or three vessel~ have been takeu and all hands killed, 
besides boats' crew~ slloi at continually. A man called 
upon me at :Jfot<l the other day, who sa5d that tive out 
seven in the boat were struck by nrrows a few days 
before. 'l'he arrows \YOre not poi~oned, but ono man 
was very ill. lt make~:> even onr work rather h::~zardous 
except where we are thoronghly \Yell known. I hear 
that a Y8Rsel has gone to :Santa, Cruz, and I must be 
very cautions there, fm• tlwre has lJecn some disturbance 
almo&t to a certainty." 

He called the attention of the House to this 
particularly:-

" \Vhatever regnlatious the Government of Queens­
land or the Cou::;ul of Piji may make, they can ·t re::; train 
the tra.ders from mnr1loying unlawfnlmeans to get, hvld 
of the natives, and· I know that manY of these men are 
utterly unscrupulous.'' " 

So much for an >tuthoritv which he would assume 
that no one would contradict. But he would 
give an authority that 'ome hon. members would 
prefer. He should read from a paper attached 
to the report of the Intercolonial Convention­
a long paper written by Sir \V. Des V amx, the 
present Governor of ~'iji, and Her :Majesty's 
Acting High Commissioner for the South Sea. 
bland.s. He neecl not necessarily say one wore! 
a.bout that. gentleman, but it was necessary on 
:;uch occa::nonB as the lJreBent to throw every 
possible light on every point they could. Sir \V. 
DeRV ceux \Vas not onlv known aB G-overnor of 
~Fiji, but as a gentlen1an who~e acquaintm1ce 
with the Coloured Labour question had been 
in process of formation for a long time. He 
called the attention of hon. members to the 
fact that it was not a humanitarian paper at 
:tll; it was a public paper, and dealt with the 
question of whether a protectorate should be 
established or not over the Polynesian Islands. 
The paper was a long one, and the conclusions 
come to were well worthy of the attention of 
everyone in that House and in the colony. 
After a long description of the islands of the 
Pacific, and after setting forth the political aud 
commercial grounds, he saicl :-

" l!'or thoHe reasons I hold strongly that even for the 
purely economical interests of Australasia, and apart 
altog-ether f1·om higher consitlerations on the score of 
hunianity, the best policy to be pursued in Polynesia 
would be to disconrage planting there except such as 
could be curried on in e~tch island bY the natives in· 
digenous to it, there being no other ippttrent means of 
putting an end to the d _·population nmv going on, and 
o! thus pre~erYing the only secure foundation for com­
merce in the future." 

Sir \V. Des V ceux had the idea-and it was worth 
the attention of hem. members-that under 
pro]J8r care and ><Upervision the Pacific Islands 
might do a large intercolonial tmde with Atm· 
tralia. He again said :-

" li'or the same reason the bLbour trade shonld be in­
exorably RUppressed) land purchases shonlll be placed 
under stringent regnlations, and the srtle to natin'~ of 
firearms, explosives, and intoxic·~tting lic1uors shonld he 
preventc•:l by bc1vy pcnaJties, all cl ne encouraz;emrnt 
being at the same time given to such legitimate trade 
as involves no reuniting and carrying avnLy of 
labourers." 

Further on : --
"But, on the other hand. I fullY reeog-nise the ditli~ 

culty in the way of InqJ'I'l'ial col1trol; whieh mnst, I 
fear, be regarded as ont oE the question. .A.~~mning, 
therefore, that the pollcy above i.n(lit:ated woHld be 
}mrsucd. l slloul1l imnwa~m·ahly prefer tlle ~ontrol of <L 
confederated Australasia, even in the fir:;;t Instance, to 
the cant innance of the pre:-:cnt condition of things. The 
above assn1111Jtion, ho\Yevcr, I rc!-;nnl ~l'1 all-iHtportant, 
and I make it in the eonilrt.enec tha.t. the pnbhc 
opinion of a large confec1cratiou, as distingui:-:hed from 
one ::;wayed. by local int _·rest, will he sndl a~ to warrrmt 
it. lam satisfied that \vhru tlle true position of t,hing:; 
comes to be reeogniscd ~t.nstralasians will refuse to 
lJCrmit a policy which, fur the sake of a t_emporar.r anc1 
scliish end. wonlrt. dc:..troy 11 whole populaiiOll, and would 
thns render eveutnally uscle~..; pos~e~sious likely, under 
better an:_;;piecs, to be of inestimable value to thoir 
de--.;;cenclants." 
He considered that that testimony ought not to 
be liuhtly set aside. They were the deliberate 
and broad and st:ttesrmtnlike and Chric;tian views 
of a man who knew exactly what he was t:tlking 
about, and who ha.rl taken a comprehenHive view 
of the question of labour in the South Sea hlands. 
He wanted the Home to learn something from 
the action of the colony at the recent general 
election. They "''w hon. members on the Oppo­
sition side of the Hout;e posing as though a 
decided opinion on the Coloured Labour question 
h<tcl not been g·iven by the colony. The vnblic­
not the working man :clone by any mean5, but a 
lrwge overwhehning r~ajority of the inha,bitants 
of the colony-had smd that they would not have 
coloured labour; that the country should be a 
white man's country ; that they wanted it as " 
country for Europe:tns, :tnd nobody else. lt 
1night seen1 a very narrow view-anything but 
cosmopolitan--

::V[r. l'IIOREREAD : Thoroughly Christian. 

1Ir. BROOKES : But hon. members of the 
Opposition might depend upon it that no theory­
no trifling or non"'--ense-wonlrl ever avail nH 

again"t the loudly proclaimed voice of everyboc]y 
in the colony. ..\!though he was deCJcledly m 
favour of the abolition of coloured labour--and 
his were opinions which had not been hastily 
formed "nd from which he would never he 
diverted-he wa,: prepared to accept the Bill. 
If he could not get 20><. in the £1, he would 
be very glad to get :)s., and it was on that 
principle he did so. Looking at the 2nc1 clause, 
he found the definition of "tropical or semi­
tropical agriculture " to mean :-

" l''ield-work in connection with the cultivation of 
sugar-cane, eotton, ten. coft'eF:, rice, spiet:.>S, or other 
tropical or semi-tr011icalprodnctions or il'uits; but shall 
not include-

( a) 'l,he working of or attending upon machinery 
mmd in maki11g the products thereof Inarket­
able." 

:Now when he was at Bnnd>tberg, not very long 
ago, the sugar crop was being cut, carted, n.nd 
crushed, and at the mills he saw kanakas doing 
work that not only whites, but European boys 
could do, and at the smne time he was told by tt 
resident of Bundaberg·, who knew very well 
what he was talking about, that the boys in 
Bundaberg could not get employment at the 
mills because their places were filled by kanakas. 
That was one gmnd argument in favour of the 
2nd clause. He wa,; also at another plantation 
at Bundaberg, and he was very g!:td of the 
opportunity of going there because the steamer 
that conveyed him to Buudaberg also conveyed 
thirty-five islanders from nbryborough to that 
place. He would have a few words to say when 
the Bill was in committee on the f>wt of those 
islanders being taken from lHaryborough to 
Bundaberg, becnuse if they were engaged for 
~Iaryborough they on;;ht not to have beep ta~en 
to Bundaberg. However, those tlurty·f1ve 
islanders ''rere in the foi.~e part of the Jteainer, 
and every one had a string round his neck with 
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a label exactly like a prize bullock. He 
went forward and saw them, and his blood 
actually boiled to think that in this colony of 
Qneensland, named after Her lYiost Gracious 
J'viajesty, an<l supposed to be the home of every­
thing free, such a state of things could be found 
to exist. He afterwarch ""w twcnty-fi ve of those 
kanak::h on a largR vlantation, and nne of the 
servants there assured him that for the first six 
months no South Sea Isbnder was worth his 
salt ; he did not say how much they were 
worth at the end of six months, but that 
dnring that period they were more trouble 
than profit a great deal. Again, at the 
sugar refinery at Bundaberg he found kanakas 
doing work that could be done not only by 
white men but by the white boys of Maryborough 
who were in want of somethin.o: to do. He said 
such a state of things ought not to be allowed, 
\Vith reg::crd to the other subsections of clause 2, 
he confessed that he had been very much angered 
-perha]'" that was too strong a word-but it 
had annoyed him very much to see Civil ser­
vants having their buggies driven by kanakas. 
He thought that if those Civil servants had 
any common t~ense, or thought where their 
salaries came from, they would not employ 
such labour. He W>LS not at all favourable to 
the theory that a man could do what he liked 
with his own money. He did not believe in it, 
nor was it true. There were limits to the way 
in which men might spend their money, as 
every person of conunon sense and n1atnre age 
knew. He would now throw some light upon 
the labour trade as it was at present conducted­
not as it was twelve years ago, bec:wse his 
authority would not bear that ; but still hon. 
members and the public would see that it had 
not improved one jot. In fact, they could not 
purify that trade or make it a trade in which 
they as a Christian country could any longer 
indulge; and their object should be to bring 
it to an end as soon as possible. He would 
now relate what had occurred not very long 
"go in connection with a vessel called the 
"Hhoderick Dim," which, as would be remem­
bered, was infamous in connection with mis­
doingR ; in fact, Inisdoings was no na1ne for \V hat 
occurred on that occasion. That vessel was 
sailing past one of the Solomon Islands and saw 
signals ; they sent off a boat with the Govern­
ment agent, who went ashore, but instead of 
finding· a hatch of islanders, as he might have 
expected, he saw only one small boy about the 
height of the table. He said at once he would 
not take the boy as he was too little, and the 
chief said, " If you don't take him I will 
kiki him to-night," that was to say, that he 
would kill and eat him that same night. To save 
the boy's life the agent took him, and he (Mr. 
l3rookes) would state what he ga,-e for him. He 
gave a musket, son1e atnn1unition, pipes. tobacco, 
calico, and beads to the chief. This chief, how­
ever, had very little power, and when the things 
were spread out the natives around thought they 
had as much right to them as the chief, and had 
a free fight for them. He (Mr. Brookes) would 
not detain the House longer, because he had a 
great deal more to say in committee as the 
clauses of the Bill came on for discussion ; and 
he would epitomise what he had to say into 
this form :-Let hon. gentleman opposite anrl 
the sugar-planters of Queensland lay it to their 
hearts that queensland would get rid of black 
labour, sugar or no sugar. That might seem 
extreme, perhaps ; and if it laid those who held 
that opinion open to the charge of being in­
different to an industry which they had been 
told was beneficial to the colony, his answer 
w"s that the sugar industry on the basis of :Euro­
]JeMllahonr was capablP. of infinite extent. The 
colony would never rest, but would keep the 

question in a perpetual turmoil and agitatiOn 
until the sugar industry rested on the basis he 
had pointed out. He, therefore, was very glad 
indeed that the Bill had been introduced. He 
could only say that when it went into committee 
he would endeavour to throw further light on 
the duties of a recruiting agent and a Govern­
n1ent officer, and on the Uoings of shipowners, 
and on the way the whole Pacific Island 
business had been conducted ; and he would 
further stake his character, as a man of any 
sense, that what he said would be what had 
actually taken place. After that there could 
be but one conclusion possible to arrive at, 
excepting among those who would make n1oney 
out of that industry even though the heavens 
fell. If they legislated, it must be for the whole 
people, and they must take the only path which 
appeared to him to be right. That was the path 
they must ultimately take-the P'<clusion of the 
black man altogether. He would close what he 
had to say with this : that he was devoutly 
thankful that the coloured labour discussion in 
that House had come to the point it had. He 
had often wondered where it would end, but he 
thought they saw the end near now. They had 
been for many years rushing towards a precipice 
by falling down which the colony would be broken 
to pieces, and it would then be left to other 
httnds th~tn theirs to put those pieces together 
again. He was heartly glad to think that the 
time was now near when they would be out of 
danger. 

Mr. HAMILTOK moved the adjournment of 
the debate. 

The PREMIER said he saw no reason for 
the adjournment of the debate. It seemed per­
fectly abwrd to adjourn at half-past 8 o'clock. 

Mr. MOR:EH:EAD said he saw three very good 
reasons for adjourning. First, that given by the 
hon. the Premier himself in conclnding his 
speech, when he said it was too hot to stop there 
long and discuss a question of that sort. The 
second reason was that he should himself very 
much like to read very carefully what the hon. 
the Premier had said, because he was a gentleman 
whose uttemnces wanted watching, and wanted 
reading after they had been uttered, and 
wanted rea<ling after they had been revised. 
He also wanted to speak himself and read what 
had fallen from the hon. member for JYiackay. 
He thought his remarks were well worth the 
careful consideration of every hon. member 
before they voted on the Bill. 'l.'he third reason 
was that, after the Christian member for North 
Brisbane (Mr. Brookes) had spoken, it would be 
only fair to allow them time to refer to the 
papers he had read from, and refute the argu­
ments made use of by him. There was plenty of 
time to-morrow to discnss the matter, there 
being little private business on the paper, which 
hon. members he was sure would be willing to 
forego. They could then discuss the matter 
more fully and completely than at present. 

Mr. MIDGL:EY said it was quite probable 
that he should not be in the House when the Bill 
was discussed in committee, and he therefore 
took the opportunity of saying what he had to 
say tcbout it on the present occasion. He had 
listened very attentively, as he always had done 
since he had been in the Houee, to the hon. 
member for Mackay, and he eonsidered that 
anything that hem. member said was worth 
listening to. However, for the life of him he 
was unable to ascertain what the hon. member 
would do with regard to the Bill. His speech 
commenced with the declaration of his intention 
to do all he could to give effect to the measure, 
hut eYerv clause of the Bill contained some 
danger ";hich to the hon. member was highly 
objectionable. He (Mr. Midgley) thought that, 
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if they adopted the proposals of the hon. 
member, it would result in the employment 
of coloured labour under less re,;t,rictions 
and regulatim1s than at presen.t, He (lYI,r. 
Midgley) was careful to make 1t known '!' 
his electioneering addre<s that he held no fanci­
ful, in1po~~ible, or extrenw Yiew:-; on the 
coloured labour f!l!estion ; but he held his Yiews 
decidedly, and he had pledgee! himself to hi, 
constituents that at all eYents to the end of the 
present Parliament lw woulclnot >tssist anything 
that was calculated to regulate and climinish the 
amount of coloured labour employee! in the colony. 
vVhenever his Yiews might be modified he would 
feel it his duty to consult his constituents m 
c:trry out his promise to the end. "\Vhil<' he 
rtgreed with the Bill as a whole, he had one objec­
tion to it, and that was contained in the 2nd 
clause. 1:-\R a n1en1ber representing an agri­
cultural constituency, he thought that the 
definition of tropical agriculture was faulty and 
partial, and if it remained as it was it would result 
in smne degree of dissatisfaction among rr1en who 
were engaged in agriculture, but not in the growth 
of sugar-cane, coffee. rice, or kindred products. 
He held that, instead of those various products, 
it would be better to insert in the clause "any 
kind of agricultnre in Queensland." He thought 
it would be unfair and unjust to men who 
were engaaed in other branches of agriculture 
other than ° those specified in the clause if they 
were to be absolutely excluded-although they 
might not care to avail themselves of it-from the 
possibility of employing coloured labour, because 
they were not engaged in those particular pursuits. 
He did not think anv of them were worthy of 
consideration except' sugar-cane, The position 
of affairs at present was this-the kind of agri­
culture which was doing the best in the ad verse 
circuinf:itance~ of the tiine was sugar. The sugar­
planters were likely to do far better than any 
other cl a"'' in the community tJngaged in any kind 
of agriculture whatever; and seeing that the 
gross and net results from the growth of sugar­
cane were undoubtedly far higher than the results 
accruing from other kinds of agricultme, he 
thought there was an advantage to be derived 
from the employment of coloured labour by men 
engaged in any kind of agriculture, and thttt they 
should be allowed to avail themseln" of the 
privilege. He felt sure that there were mttny 
hon. members on the Government side of the 
House, at ttll events, who would agree with him 
on this sn b j ect. 

HoxOUllABLg Jl.h~IBEits on the Ministerial 
Benches : No ! 

JI.Ir. MIDGLEY said he thought the hon, 
member for East l'vforeton, at all events, would 
ao-ree with him, because he represented an agri­
c~ltural constituency. As he lmd said, he 
thought it would be unfair. There were men in 
the Rosewood district who might, as an experi­
ment, try a few acres of sugar-cane; they might 
also try to grow maize, They would be allowed 
to employ kanaka or Polynesian labour on their 
bit of experimentn,l sugar-cane, but perhaps there 
was not nearly sufficient to keep them employed, 
and they would be precluded from being em­
ploved in any other kind of agriculture. At 
present many' of the farmers had lost their crops; 
they were just hanging on ; they would have 
no returns from the crops in now, and probn,bly 
very little from the seed just planted, They 
\Vere in a. worRe poHition than the sugar-pb,nter. 
He did not believe the farmers would avail 
themselves much of the priYilege he suggested; 
but he thought that to put on the statute­
book that perwns engaged in agricultural 
pursuits other than those mentioned in the Bill 
should not be "llowed to employ coloured !ttbour 
would be doing an injustice. Apart from that, 

he agreed with the other clauses of the Bill, and 
certainlv he sympathised with the objects of 
it He· considered that as the white men were 
the pioneers of the colony and had inYe>ited 
their money in it, they ought to say what the 
future population of the colony should he. The 
greatest and moot ohje~tionable fe:;tture of the 
etnploy111ent of Polynefiians or coohm; was th~1t 
they took places tlmt Europeans would be Jlad 
to take. He would rather agree \\'ith the junior 
hon. nwrnber for Korth BriHbane, a.nd do a,way 
with the labour entirely than that it should be 
confined to one ag-ricriltnral pursuit and be pre· 
eluded fmm others, 

JI.Ir, ::YIACDOXALlJ-PJ,'rEW:lOX said he 
had never heard a more incoherent and illogical 
speech than that made by the hon. membe; who 
had just sat down, In one P'trt of 1t he 
said 'it would be an injustice to the farmers 
in his district not to be permitted to employ 
kanakas · and in another part he said the 
whole object of the Bill had his sympathy. 
He (Mr. Paterson) did not know what to 
make of the speech, The hon. member 
actually had the temerity to state that t_he 
member for East J\Ioreton should sympathise 
with his Yiews in regard to the employment of 
kanaka labour in farn1ing in the Rnnthern nnd 
western portions of the colony. He (Mr. Pater­
son) would not be tempter! to go into the 
whole nmtter; but the hon, member had in one 
part of his speech spoken in favour of free 
kanaka labour, and in another part gone adver:<e 
to it. It was just on a par with the hon, mem­
ber's conduct in r8ference to the ltailway Pre­
liminary Bill. The hon, member got on to his 
feet. an'd he (Mr. Paters011) really believed that 
he did not know what he was talking about ; at 
all events, he was perfectly certain he h_ad said 
what was ad verse to the wishes of Ius con­
stituents. 

Mr. JI.IIDGLEY: You know nothing about 
it. 

JI.Ir. JI.L\CDOX c\LD-PATEltSOK said the 
hem. member had 'tarted by saying that he had 
given a pledge to his con~ti~u,ents to do all in his 
power to prevent or dnmmsh the number of 
kanakas to be employed; but at the end of his 
speech he said he would do everything in his 
power to encourage the employment of kanakas 
by farmers in his constituency. 

Mr. BALE said he could not on this occasion 
he silent, because the f!Uestion very suhstan­
tially affected the constituency he represented, 
and the view taken by the hem, member (l'vir. 
Jl.lidgley) was such th>;t it would not be. recog­
nisecl by the electors of Enoggera. Th1s wao 
one of theme difficult measures which looked like 
compromising a principle. He thoroughly agreed 
with the junior hon. member forK orth Brisbane, 
that this was a white man's colony ; that was 
what he should like to see it. He looked upon the 
Bill as a deterrent to the introduction of coloured 
labour. He agreed that if they allowed the Poly­
nesianhbourer to be employed in sugar-cane grow­
ing he should also be employed in growing corn; 
but he thought he should not be employed at all. 
He said he should not he employed at all, and 
they should have nothing whatever to do. with 
him. But he was here, and he had been mtro­
duced into the colony, he was son·y to say, under 
circumstances which should bring the blush to 
the bee of any man calling himself a Briton. He 
said that advisedly, baYing taken great interest 
in the subject. Re said it was better that they 
should never have the sugar industry at all 
than that it should be propped up by labour of 
that character, which was introduced under cir­
cumstances tantamount to slavery, Apart from 
that, there were some of them nr'w he1e, and he 
thought the Bill proposed by the Premier would 
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have a very good effect indeed, 11nd it would 11t 
;oll events prevent them from being employed as 
{lonJeRtic servants, vvashing- out housm:;' aud 
nurRing b::tbieM, as ~01ne of then1 were 'doino· 
at present. Tbe kanakn .. s enga,ged in snch 
en1ployntent \Vere eertainly filling plttce~ wbich 
should be filled by white men, :md for that 
reason he 'mnld support the Hill. 1 le repre­
•wnted :t conqtitnency principally compooed of 
working- 1nen. lle knew their feeling upon 
the question, and he knew them to he Jn·ejm1ic•:d 
against l1laek labour, and he asked why shonhl they 
not be opposed to it'! The kanrclms ,,.ere keep­
ing HOlne of his con~titnent~ out of \VOl'k, and it 
should he remembered that thev had their 
families to work for, and lw.d taxes 'to pay, while 
the kau;oka paid no bxes and dicl not contribute 
in any wo,y to build up the colonv. He took the 
Bill '" an in.<talment, and apui:oved of it as a 
deterrent to black labour. He- had not been up 
north, and he must honestlv state that he did 
not know what the effedo of the legislation 
would be there, but he believed the suaar­
plan~ers had gut their land l'm·y cheap and '~ere 
makmg large profits out of the industry; still 
lw considered that in admitting coloured bbour 
~hey were injuring 1nen ·whon1 '--tht~y "·ere spend­
Ing thow;;;ands of pounds to iutrodnce into the 
colony. Black labour if brought here would be 
brought at the expense of the European popula­
tion, which, as the hon. member for K orth 
Brishane (;\lr. Hrookes) had said, should really 
be the population of the colony of (~ueensland. 

1\Ir. MACFAULANE sairl he was very thank­
ful indeed that the Dill had been inti·ocltw:cl. 
He could not bnt admire the address they had 
heard from the hon. member for }}lackav. 
\Vhenever that hon. gentleman spoke i;e 
spoke to the pm·pose and to the point. 
F'rmu a ~ng:tr-plnnter's point of view, the 
hon. member had made a really good speech. He 
(j\,Ir. ::\lacfarlane) did not agree with the hon. 
uwn1her'R :-;ide of the question, h(nvever, and was 
entirely opposed tu Llack labour. At the Bame 
time he could say that the sugar industry was 
one of very great impor-tmlCe, and it should not 
be crippled. The question seemed to him to he~ 
whether i_t would not be crippled by the employ­
ment entrrely of black labour, or whether it 
would not be much increased by the employment 
only of white lauour. He believe<l 1\ir. 'Black 
had said it was simply" matter of sentiment. 
He, however, did not think it was simplv a 
matter of sentiment at all. So i'M' a~ the members 
on the Government side of the House were con­
cerned, he did not think there was a sirwle 
member sitting ou that side who had not "at 
the last election to pledge himself to do a way, 
so far as he co:"ld, wrth the employment of black 
labour. In lns electoratfl, not only ir the town 
but in the whole district, that was the question 
upon which the candidates were most catechised. 
It W><s '" matter of stern fact with the me m hers 
on the Government side of the House ; aml if 
any Government, and especially the present 
Government, attempted to do \vlrat the hon. 
member for 11ackay recommended~that was, to 
ta_ke the whole of the legislation in connection 
wrth black laLonr entirely into their own 
hands~he thought that they would see the 
downfall of that Government in less than 
twelve months. The hon. member for :Nlackrcy, 
he thought, had coutradicted himself in one or 
two points when referring to the small growers 
of cane. He said that if thev pasoed the 
Bill it would simply have the effect of doincc 
away \Vith the s1nall growers altogether, becaus~ 
the planters who g.cYe them now £10 per ton for 
their cane would not be able to giYe them more 
than £7 per ton. The hon. member, however, ad­
n1itted at the 5a111e tin1e., while sayinrr t,hat 
):>hysically white peo.rle were not e~ual t;' doing 

the work of the kanaka, that the wives >>nd boys 
of those small growers actually did the work the 
kanaku,s wert· doing. He Raid the wives ~tnd 
boys of tlw ~n11a.ll gnnver8 did the tra;..;hing, the 
gu,theri11g of the cane, ~Lnd the cutting of it. 

HoxocHABLE 1\'fE>lllEHS: ::'{o. 
::\lr. :\LACFAlt LAKE said perh:tps the hem. 

memlwr did not say the cutting, bnt he certainly 
E<ticl that the boy,; and wiye,, of the small growers 
did the work ,., hich the k:makas were doing. 
lf that were the case, the argument that physi­
cally white men were unable to do the work on 
the plantations was clone away with, and they 
could not bring it up again. He admitted that 
the sugar indn::;try w;ts a very ilnportant one, 
.cnd th:tt the colony had derived considerable 
advantage from it. The working people had 
derived benefit from it, as they had been enabled 
for the last two or three years to get their sugar 
at a much cheaper rate than they used to pay 
for it. To that extent they were benefited by 
it; but were they, for the s11ke of a little 
profit~say a few pounds per ton of sugar­
to employ coloured labour? or were they, for 
the sake of the additional expense of £2 or 
£;:l per ton, to say tlmt they would rather 
h>tve white labour than black? \Vhat did 
£1 or £3 per ton additional mmm? vVhy, £4 
per ton meant only about an additional ~d. per 
pound, >tncl for the sake of employing white 
labour rather than black he thought that no one 
would be:;rudg-e to pay 4d. for a pound 
of sugar where they now had to pay 3~~d. 
Admitting the importance of the sugar industry, 
he did not think they should pamner one 
industry at the expense of others: ~With 
reference to the remark of the hon. m ern ber 
C:\lr. l\lidgley), the House scarcely understood it 
correctly. He understood that hon, member to 
mean that, while entirely opposed to black 
labour, yet. if the sugar-grower was to have the 
benefit of it, the poor brmer, whose business 
was not nearly so lucmtive, was equally en­
title<1 tn it. The hon. member (Mr. Black) 
seeme<l to think tlmt the Premier's object in 
introducing the Bill was to strangle the sugar 
industrv. He felt sure that it waH not the 
intention of the l>remier or any other member 
on that oidc to injure the sugar industry. 
The same hon. member had talked about 
the GoYernment being influenced by mere 
sentiment, but it was equally sentimental on 
the part of the Opposition to say that without 
black labmrr the sugar industry must go to the 
wa,ll. H:.td tLnyone grown sugar Huccessfully 
without black labour Y Had any district suc­
ceeded in manufacturing sugar at a profit without 
the aid of bbck labour? Those questions could 
Loth Le answered in the affirmative. 'l'here 
were ;:.;ugar.gro,vers who made large profits 
without employing a single kanaka. ~What was 
the effect of the abolition of slavery in the 
United States? vVas not as much cotton grown 
there now as before ermmcipation? 

Mr. MOREHEAD : Yes, more ; and solely 
through black labour. 

Mr. MACF AltLANE said that probably 
1nore sugar \Vonld be grown at Mackay when 
hlack labour was replaced by white labour. He 
was quite in favour of the Bill, although there 
were one or two things in it of which he scarcely 
approved, and which he hoped to be able to refer 
to in committee. He would only refer now to 
sub-section C of clause 2, " The business of 
horse-driving or carting, except in field-work." 
That would allow kanakas to drive and cart in 
fields, and would lead to confu~ion and the 
evasion of the Act. By omitting the word "ex· 
cept" the Bill would be made more complete. 
~e hoved to see the Bill pass almo;;t in its en• 
t1rety, 
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Mr. :STEVENSON said tht no doubt the 
Premier was greatly pleased with the support 
his Bill w>ts receiving from his own side of the 
House. The hon. member lvlr. JX1acfa,rlane had 
argued all through his speech against the Bill, 
>tnd concluded by sr1ying that he was en· 
tirely in favour of it. Thr1t hem. member 
said he was opposed to anything in the 
shape of class legislation. If that was not 
cl>tss le•7islation, he should like to know whr1t 
class lei{slf1tion was. Anyone reading th.e Bill 
could see tlmt it was a Bill for the prntectwn of 
one particular industry~sugar·planting. The 
hon. member for Fassifern argued honestly 
when he said he was opposed to the Bill because 
it was ~' piece of cbss legisbtion, and that if 
sn•"ar-planters were to have the benefit of 
cokmred labour farmers were eC[ually entitled to 
it. But what confidence could be placed in men 
who would argue as the hon. member (Mr. 
Macfarb,ne) had clone? The Bill itself was of a 
piece with all the preceding legislation of the 
session. Faith had been broken with the 
selectors, the SC[uatters, and the planters, and 
now the Government had descended so low as 
to break faith with the poor kanaka. The 
Minister for Works might laugh, but he 
(Mr. Stevenson) objected to see the poor time­
expired kanaka slated in the way proposed. 
He had himself often paid time-expired 
lmnakas £1 a week, and why they should be 
compelled to engage themselves to sugar-planters 
at £G a year he failed to see. He would appeal 
on that point to his friend the Minister for 
Lands, who had not only employed kanakas but 
aborigines on his station : would that hon. gen­
tleman permit the kanakas to be slated in the 
way proposed? The hon. member (Mr. JY[acfar­
lane) had told them that it had not yet been 
proved that sugar could not be grown 10t a profit 
by white labour. He could tell the hon. member 
that the sugar-planters, with all their advantages 
in the shape of black labour, had had a very pre­
carious existence, and he did not fancy they 
would l1e inclined now to try the experiment 
nf st,.rting afresh with white labour. He would 
;osk those gentlemen who seemed so confident on 
the matter~and some of them, particularly the 
hon. mmnbor for Bulimba, he believed, were 
interested in the Northern sugar lands-he would 
ask them to go up north, try the experiment of 
employing white labour, and see whether it 
would be successful or not. That would be a 
good test as to the sincerity of their speeches. 
He knew nothing about the matter himself and 
he did not want to. He knew from all he 
hac! heard that a good many sugar-planters, 
some of them his own friends, had been wip~cl 
out altogether through it. They had never found 
it a grand thing even with black labour. They 
would not be likely to go and experiment by the 
employri1ent of white labour. Some hon. mem­
bers on the Government side had better show 
them that it was to be a success by white 
htbour before they advised them, or any sugar­
planters, to experiment in that manner. He had 
never had any sympathy at all with class legis­
lation. He was of the same opinion as the hon. 
member for Fassifern on that point. If one 
class of people were allowed to employ kanakas 
another class should be allowed also, and if 
kanakas were in trod need at all, after their 
time had expired with one employer they should 
be allowed to make i.he best tel'l11tl they could 
with another. He had lmd a good <lenl to do 
with kanakn.s and was not ashamed to own it. 
:IIIany of his constituents were selectors, and 
were with him in this l'e,pect: that they had 
a" mnch right to kanakas tu help them to grow 
maize "s the sugar- planter:; lutd tt> helj 1 

thern tq grow ~mgar. -He gaYe the Prenlier 
6\'er~' credit fnr trying to reu-ulate that labour, 

1884-r. 

and he was with him as far as that "·ent, 
>tlthough he would like to see every chtss of agri­
culturist have a right to employ Polynesia11s. 
He would not go so far as to seek to destroy the 
sugar industry by objecting to anything in the 
Bill, if hon. members were desirous that Poly­
nesians should be restricted to sugar plantations. 
He should not like to destroy a very important 
industry, but, if kanakas were to be introduced 
and made profitable, they should be allowed to 
be profitable in the growth of maize and other 
products. 

Mr. F:EHGuSON said he did not think the 
Bill WftS altogether what they would like it to 
be; but it could be improved. At all even~s it 
contained views that he had held for a long tune, 
ever since the question had become prominent in 
the colony. He had always maintained that the 
sugar-planters_, especially in the North, must 
have some kmd of coloured labour to do the 
work. vVhite men could not do the work, and 
could not be expected to do it. There was not the 
slightest use in hon. members on the other side 
ar"uing that white men could go and do work in 
th~ cane-fields of the North. Supposing 100 new 
arrivals coming from any part of Europe were 
set to work on a cane-field in the tropics, with 
cane standing six and eig·ht feet high with a 
perpendicular sun, was it likely that they could 
stand it ? He was certain that within a month 
there would not be one left ; they would either 
desert or be sent to the hospitals to recover or go 
to the cemetery. The planters must have some 
kind of coloured labour for that work, and he 
wa8 pleased that the Premier acknowledged that 
fact in introducing the Bill. He always main­
tained that kanaka labour was the right labour 
for the work, and always supported its introduc­
tion. They were in small numbers ; they 
could not overrun the colony like coolies. 
They were distributed over a number of small 
islands, and could not interfere with the white 
population. To sfty that they were scarce was 
also a mistake. At present there were over 
12,000 kanakas in the colony, and no one would 
believe that they were all engaged in the sugar 
industry ; not one-half of them were engaged 
in field labour. Even in Brisbane he had 
counted thirty of them together, and there was not 
a town on the coast of Queensland th".t was not 
swarming with them. About. twelve months 
ago he happened to lm1d in :Maryborough, and 
he was certain that one-half of the people he saw 
were karmkas, and at certain times of the 
day when the white people were at work 
one could only see a sprinkling of white people. 
The place was overrun with kanakas, and they 
were employed in all kinds of labour that 
white rnen were enga,ged in-in stores, as 
gardeners, house-servants, and he had even 
seen them carrying children in their arms. 
He had actually seen them carrying children in 
their arms, and acting as nurses in the town of 
l\1aryborough; and even in Rockhampton, which 
was more a white man's town than any other on 
the coast, he knew from his own knowledge that 
kanakas were engag-ed in situations that should 
be occupied by white people. Those were his 
reasons for approving of the Bill, because it 
would do away with that. One cause that made 
kanaka labour scarce was the system of recruit­
ing that was adopted. He quite agreed with 
the hon. member for Mackay, that the recruiting 
of kftnftlms should be taken in hand by the 
Government. If the Government were going 
to deal with the matter at >tll they should 
take the whole system in their hands. There 
was not the lmtst doubt that there had been 
mistakes and evils carried on in the recruiting of 
kanalms by the c>tptailm and crews of vese;eh; 
~ngaged in the trade; but if the G01·ernment 
had the matter in their own hanclo it would be 
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carried out as it should be, rtnd the islanders 
would soon have confiUence in cmning- to thP 
colony. lie knew, frmn inforn1tttiun he bad 
rcceiYed frum people there, tlmt there were 
seYerctl islamh where there were hundreds of 
islanders who would not come to the colouv at 
pn"~'lent owing tu the way in which rt'cruii.ing­
wa:-; conductecl : hut if the GoYel'lllllellt tPok 
the matter in. hand, they would Le "u·e 
nf heing- properly protected. He thoug-ht the 
<1oYernment shoulcl establish a dcp<lt or heccd 
Hta.tion on HOlHe central island, and recruit 
islanders from the different islands as they were 
r~quirecl. He believed, with the hon. n1ember 
for l\lackay, that the clau,es referred to would 
only be a blctnk in the Bill, even if passed. He 
believed in kanaka labour for the reasons be 
had stated. He had always opposed the intro­
duction of CDolies and Chinese, who existed 
in such large nuntben; in their O\Yn countries ; 
and he hoped that the Premier, in introducing 
his Chinese Hestriction Bill, would increase the 
poll-trtx, not to £20 !Jut to £40 or £50. If 
he did he would deal effectually with the ques­
tion. He (l\Ir. :Ferg·uson) thought it was only 
playing with the question to increase the tax to 
£20. \Vhy, a kanalm cost about £25 in course 
of time. However, he was in favour of the 
Bill, which he hoped would pass in an improved 
form. No doubt it could be improved in com­
mittee, and he should giYe it his support. 

l\fr. l\IOREHEAD : I had not inten<le<l to 
speak on this question to-night, and I thought 
that the feeling of generosity~which we all 
know always pervades the leader of the GoYern­
ruent~would hrtYe led him t,, assent to an 
'"djournment of the debate. However, his 
feelings in that direction seem to have fallen 
short on this occasion. I have no hesitation in 
~-;aying that. hn,cl the hon. gentlenwn brought 
down this Bill when the late Premier went to 
the constituencies, he woulcl not have been able 
to raise the war-cry he did, which was, "No 
coloured labour." He has now Lroughtdowna Bill 
which certainly advocates the employment of 
coloured labour, with a similar limitation to that 
proposed by the hon. gentleman whom I had the 
honour of acting under a good 1nany year~:~ ago­
that is, to employ kanakas under the same 
limitations which, later on, it was proposed 
should be enforced with regarcl to the employ­
ment of coolies. I hold, myself, that it would 
be much easier to have dealt with coolies under 
such a measure as this than kanakas. \V e could 
have dealo with them much more strongly, and we 
wonld have the certainty that, in pasfdng a n1eaRure 
limiting coolies to the employment snggested in this 
Bill, it would receive the assent of the Imperial 
Uovernment. I, myself, httve very great doubt 
whether the Imperial GoYernment will assent to 
such a measure ''" this, which appears to me to 
be limited slavery, and nothing else. It appectrs 
that under this Bill you are to take a sa Yage 
from his island, bring him to the colony, and, 
nnder some agreement, which, perhaps, he did 
not properly understilnd, you compel him to 
remain a certain period upon a plantation, doing 
certain work, and when that time expires he has 
to be deported back to his island vV e have also 
heard that some of the men engaged in this 
service are the biggest ruffians on the face of 
the earth. vVhether they are or not, I do 
not know. I kno\v nothing n.bout thent, 
hno I say we ar · absolutely asked to go into a 
system of limited sla\·ery. It will bear no other 
interpretation. These Llack men are to be 
brought into the colony, and to be na-rrowed 
Jown to a single occupation, and lin1ited in every 
wa~' by the provisions of this me<"m·e. That 
httf' been well ]'"inted cmt hy the hotl. I<Jemher 
fur _ _Fa;:,.;ife!'!l, who, however, did nut pnt it 
quite ;o strongly in the direction that I ha\e 

rlone. T. ha Ye no desire, and would be the la-'t 
in the llun;.;e, to cndeasmu· to do any dmuage 
to the great !-5ngur indm;try. I eow·;ider tlutt 
it hai5 grea,t cl[l,iJllS UVoll the colony, ancl 
thn.t WP ;.;hould nutke cYery ]Hl~!:iihlo coneeH~·don 
towardK a~"'i~ting- an indu,.,try whiuh ha.i"i buun the 
Hlenns nf g-reatly a.d va.neiug the proHpc1·ity of the 
eolo11y. For the::~e retLKons I i:ihall uot OlJJH>.~e 
the second reacling of the Bill; but I desire to 
point out tbl'Lt, "" it standH, should it become 
law. it will not redound to the credit of the lwn. 
gentleman who has introduced it. I think the 
junior hon. member for North Brisbnne will 
agrPe with n1e in the ovinions I expre~s--that 
it is simply a modified form of sltwery~ 
modified, not, I believe, at the desire of 
the leader of the Government, !Jut simply to 
satisfy popular clamour. I am perfectly certain 
that the hon. gentleman himself would have 
dealt broadly and generally with the great labonr 
question had it not been for the turmoil mHl 
popular outcry that hrts been raised. 'rhe hon. 
gentleman has been led too much by the bogus 
cry-''Thi:5 is~ 'vhite 111an's country." There is 
no man in the Hou.se more ready to admit that 
it is a white man'o country than I mn. It is 
my country. I am a native of Aust;·:tlia, and I 
should be one of the last who would ende:wour to 
convert what is-not onr inherita,nce, but which 
\Yai:i taken frmn a coloured race ln a certain 
rnanner which doeH not redound very 1I1nch to 
the credit of the whice man~into rtnything else 
but a white nutn':-; country. But \Ve have po:-;­
HeRsion of it, and_ I hope we will endeavour to 
ns0 it with eqnal justice to all colourH, class<:", 
and creeds. 'That is what I hope we will 
yet do ; but the Bill as it stands does nothin~ 
of the sort. I, myself, think thttt a very 
much better rneasure 1night havJcJ beeu iutro­
cluced. Jn fact, this b like every mea­
sure that has been introdnced by the hon. 
~entleman at the head of the (iovernment~a 
crmle, ill-digested, and ill-conceiYecl Bill. Per­
hap' the hon. gentleman does not think tho,;e 
epithets fitting, but I think those three are <tnite 
Mnfficient, a.IHl if he wants :;t,ny nwre J refer hiiu 
to the hon. the Colrmi>tl 'Trensurm·, who is very 
strong in that pttrticnbr line. He has got a maga­
zine in re.serve, :tlH'l I would alninHt give anything 
to have snch "mem!Jer on this side of the House : 
in that respectonly~do not let any hon. gentleman 
misunderstand 111e on that point. I think that 
there will !Je consiclerahle discussion when the 
Bill gets into committee, and I feel sure that we 
shall get very great assistance from several hon. 
members who have spoken on this side of the 
House. I am particularly sorry that the hon. 
mem!Jcr for Fortitude V alley is not in his plam, 
because the only cry be had against rne I luring­
the late election was, "Yote foJ· ?lloreheacl and 
black labour." If he hac! only given me this 
Bill it would have been, "Vote for Beattie and 
black labour." I never advocated black labour 
in the shape contained in this Bill, anc1 I will 
tell the hon. gentleman~in fact, he ha' ad­
mitted it~that he will have very great diffi­
culty . in clealing with the time-expired 
islanders. If he thinks this clause will meet 
the case, I doubt it very much. I very 
much doubt whether any law intro<luced 
will interfere with the freedom which already 
exists; I <lonbt whether they may not he brought 
ucdcr the Alien Act and natnmlised. I clo not 
kno\V whether I mn right or wrong; hnt whethPr 
right or wrong I .~ay it will be a gross inju.~tice if 
you deal with those time-expired islanders, many 
of whmn ha,ve been here year~:; and ye::trs ; who 
who arc respectFt1Jle rnen, who can sing ]JHahn~ 
:1s well as hm1. lllf'nnberi:i opposite, and who 
baYC the <allJC iuHbnet:-:. r, .. ; tl1i:-; lll<1ll <IIHl 
lJrother, w.ith whuut we ha\e :·~ltal:eu ha.nLL, 
to be turned iutu a obi e ~ L, it tu ]_,8 cuuoiderecl 
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sinful to employ ouch a man? TA this a UhriRtian 
wa,y-a, fail' \V~ty-~of dealing between n1a.n and 
man'? I have had them in my employment ; 
and only yesterday I saw a m:1n who lues been 
all over the colony. This mctn has been in the 
western interior, as well a,:-; in Sydney anrl 
:l\[elbourne, a,nd though, perhaiJ::J, unt as good~ 
looking as son1e Inernbers opposite, he iH a 
Christian, an educated man, who can read 
and write a~ well as most of the electors 
of the colony. And is this man to be 
tie<l down uncler the 7th clause, by which 
it is only lawful to employ him at £() a year 
for three years on a sngar plantation? 'rhe 
Premier must know that this is not a solitary 
instance, but that there are numberless in­
stances ; and are they to be put into the same 
position as those limited slaves he proposes to 
bring to the colony ? I am certain that is not 
his inteution, and I sincerely trust th:1t in cmu­
mittee he will suggest some amemlment that 
will save these men from being either starved 
to death in the colony or compelled to accept a 
rate of wages utterly inadequate to the services 
]Jerfcmued. I have one word to say to the 
junior member for North Brisbane. I do not 
often bother him with any remarks, but as he 
has chosen to quote a_ certain portion of Sir 
\Villiam Des Vmux's despatch, I will quote 
another:-

" A8 colonisation 1Jy white men is commonly re­
garcletl, especia.lly in New %calantl, as one of the prin­
cipal oh,ieet:; to be aimed at in the annexntion of 
Polynesia, it may serYC to clear the ground if I con­
sider, in the first insttmce, hmv far this is practicable or 
de·;ii·able. 'Yith one or two trilling exceptions nll the 
islaml~ ot'Polyiw~hl are situated within the tropics, and are 
thm; pL-tl'{'." where. according- to all previous cxperh~nce, 
Held labour mnst he exdnsively that of coloured meu. 
)lany attempts have been made in various parts of the 
world rlnring the last three eentnrims to ~~arry on 
tropkaltllantations with white labour. bnt the 1:esnlt 
has al\\·ay~ bcPn failnre. eyen in mountainous districts 
enjoying' a comparatively tPmpera.te elimate. In all 
ease:-\' t.he Jahonrcr~ ha,·c eitlu:r died miserably, or ha Ye 
been compelled to socl~ other means of livelihood." 

Now I am going to deal with the foot-note which 
evidently was put in by Sir \Villiam Des V <eux, 
after an interview with the illm;trions gentleman 
who r-epresented this colony at the Convention. 

"Since writing the alJOYC. r have hefm informed tha .. t 
parts of Queenslan(l furnish an exe,eption to this other 
wise universal rule. If so, it must be 0\Ying to a dr~·­
nes~ of climnte whieh probably exists nmYhere else in 
t lte tropics, and certainly not in Polynesia." 

Now, will the junior member for Xorth Brisbane 
refute those facts: He htts appealed to Caesar, 
and unto Caesar I have taken him. I trust that 
wh~n he agn.~n (plotet~ frmn a,u anthority on any 
snb,1ect he will qnote the whole and not one sicle 
only. I shall not oppose the second rmtding of 
the Bill, but I reserve to myself the rio·ht to 
discuss the clauses when in committee- " 

The lUIXIS'rElt FOU LAXDS srtid: Thehon. 
meml.Jer who has just sat clown directed his re­
mtuks chiefly to what he termed the monstrous 
tyranny of introducing kanakas and limiting 
them to certain work on sugar plantations and 
sending them back to their islands ttfter their 
time is np. I think the leader of the Opposi­
tion was a pro1ninent and distinguished n1ember 
of the party and Government v.Tho stated over 
awJ over again that cooliei'l '\'Bl'e to be broucrht 
n!Hler regulations, and strictly confined to ca~1e­
growin~, and cane-growing alone--

Mr. MOREHEAD : Hear, hear! 
'l't1e :\IIXIf\TER FOR LA~DS: An<l sent 

back at the end of their time. If it is tyranny 
to do m; iH now propo~ed, it is still rnore 
monstrcms tymnuy to do as was proposed by the 
h<!n. member·, party. The pe·.>J.Jle we are dealing 
w1th now a,re cmnpd.~rati. e saYage.,, but the other~ 

are in nmny cases highly civilised- \ Vhat be­
conles of the consistency of the hun. mernl.Jer? 
I cannot Ree where it cmnes in. 

Mr. BROOKES: Nor n,nybudy else. 
The 11INISTEH FOH LANDS :A good deal 

was said about class legislation. Nobody is more 
opposed to class legislation than I am, and I think 
every member of the Government is opposed 
to class legislation. Hon. gentlemen must re­
member that the Premier, when introducing the 
Bill, stated that sugar-growing existed under 
certain conditions ; that the industry was fostered 
and brought into existence by the employment of 
kanaka labour, and thttt to cut off the supply 
entirely must result in the destruction of the 
industry ; so he proposes to put this part of the 
labour under restrictions which will lessen the 
evil acknowledged to exist. Squatters were re­
ferred to by the hon. member for Norman by as 
having employed kanakas. I was alluded to as 
one. Iadmit that I have employed kanakas ; 
and if I considered only my own intere•t apart 
from that of the country generally, I should em­
ploy them all through if I could get them, both 
for outdoor work and as domestic servants-­
simply because they are cheaper and in every 
respect better_ 

Hoxoc:nABI,E MElll!lEHS on the Opposition 
Benches : Hear, hear! 

'rhe MINISTER FOR LANDS: Hon_ 
gentlemen cheer as if I lmd made a mistake ; but 
I am quite prepared to say it over and over 
again, both in the country to my constituents 
and to the men who work for me. I have had 
plenty of white labom and I have no hesitation 
in exprm;sing my opinions. I was forced into 
the employment of l.Jlack labour, especially in 
the ::Uitchell district. I was the last man to 
employ kanakas, though I had them for only 
three years, and was obliged to do so because the 
employment of black labour had driven everv 
white man out of the district. When the gentle­
men on the other side who were then in power 
cut off the supply of labour in the country dis­
tricts, the Mitchell district absolutely collapse<! 
for "' time. '!'hat was the reason why I and 
other,; had to em ploy them. 

Mr_ STEVENSO:N: You admit they were 
better. 

The :MINISTER FOR LANDS : I said they 
were cheaper, and on some occasions better fcir 
the work_ In shepherding especially, I would 
rather employ a blackfellow now than put a white 
man to do the work. I would much ra,ther do 
any of the work on a canefield thau shepherd a 
flock of sheep_ That is the last thing I would 
employ a white man to do, as it is infinitely worse 
and n1ore degrading .than anything that can be 
conceived in connection with a canefield. I was 
very much surprised at one admission on the 
part of the hon. member for l\fackay, who said 
tlmt the small sugar-growers would be absolutely 
ruined if the kanakas were preYented from 
coming in. He also stated that the families of 
small growers help them to produce the cane ; 
yet he said that cane cannot be grown except 
by kanakas. That does not agree with the 
statement that men with their wives and young 
children grow cane :1nd prepare it for the mill. 

Mr. STEVEKSON: He did not say that. 
The JYIIKIS'T:Elt Jo'OR LAXDS: He said so 

distinctly and emphatically. I do not pretend 
to know n1uch about sugar-gro,ving, but n1y 
opinion is that it can be grown profitably by 
white men who have the help of their families, 
but that to employ ordimtry white htbour at 
high wag-e~ would leave no nmrgin of profit.. 
'\Vh' re that l:ind of hb(·ur is performed by the 
larnily generally it is eaoily clone, but if that 
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same family grows corn or wheat and has to 
employ labour the profits are so small that there 
is no possibility of carrying on the business. 

Mr. ARCHEH said : There are one or two 
nmtters which were referred to by the 
Minister for Lands which I cannot allow to 
go uncontradicted. The hon. gentleman said 
that he employed kanakas bec,mse the white 
men had been driven out of the district. Now, 
l employed them for a very different reason, and 
that is because they did work which other men 
could not be got to do. Especially was this the 
uase ju in1prove1nents in the far west in dam~ 
nuddng, and when it was hnpos~il:>le to get white 
men. It was not the kanakas who drove the 
white men out, because they had gone long 
before the kanakas had ever come. I deny 
in toto that kanakas drove the white men out 
of the Mitchell district. When I employed 
kanalms I had to employ white men as o\·er· 
seers, and these men did work on the station 
which I could not get white men to do. I 
repeat wlmt I said the other night, that it is no 
use talking about what a white man can do. 
The only thing is, will he do it ? He will not 
do the work that is really required to be done by 
the kanaka. As the hon. member for Rockhamp· 
ton has told us, white men have been tried on 
Pandora sugar plantation. The owners made a 
resolution that they would not employ kanakas, 
nnd they hired white men at £1 a week and 
mtions, and yet they could not get the men 
tu do the work. I have clone every kind of 
work on a sugar plantfttion. I have built 
houses, put up machinery, and even cut the 
timber ; but I would most decidedly object to 
worhing auwngRt ·the cane. VVe rnust dr~:nv 
the line smnewhere, and I would draw it at 
working in the canefield. These men at 
Rockhamptnn simply threw down their hoe' 
and went away in dbgust, and they have my 
c:reatest sympathy. These men said, "Is this 
"·ork fit for white men to do~" and they were 
perfectly right in coming to the conclusion that 
iL was not. \Ve want to employ white men at 
skilled labonr that will return something for the 
time they expend upon it. 'Why put a white 
nmn, who :·eally cannot do the work, at a kind of 
work he is absolutely not fit for? The first lot 
of men who left Pandora went to gaol; but the 
seccmd lot ran so far away that nobody could get 
at them. The question I maintain is not w 
much what a white man can do as what he will 
clo. Of course, rather than go absolutely desti­
tute I would go to work in a canefield ; but as a 
rule I am prepared to say that you cannot get 
white men to do the particular kind of work 
that is required in the field. I want to see, as I 
lmve said, white men employed at all the different 
lduds of skilled labour we can possibly give them. 
I am using white men nO\ir at clearing scrub, 
but then using an axe is skilled labour, whilst 
taking a hoe and working anwng the cane is not 
\rt>rk for an intelligent m:tn. I prob:•bly know 
a::; nmch about cane-growing a.s a11y 1nan in 
this House, and I certainly would he exceed­
ingly sorry to see anyone I cared about doing 
eanefield work. I hope that as long :ts I live in 
(~ueensland there will be no dearth of skilled 
labour for the white man to do, and that he will 
eontent himself with that clit;;s of labour and 
]e,we the unsldlledlahour to those for whom it is 
better suited. 

:VIr. HAJ\fiL'rOX said the Premier informed 
them <1 few days since that his object in intro­
ducing this amended Pacific I slanders llill \ms 
to restrict the employment of kanakas to field­
labour in semi-tropical pursuit,;, and thnt planters 
wnnlcl thus have double the supply of labour they 
now had. Only a few months since the 1'1·emier 
rrocbi)uet! thrunl/]lUut the culony <tt public 

meetings that after careful consideration he was 
convinced that it wns perfectly impossible to 
restrict coloured labour to the sugar industry, 
and upon ~hat peg he hung his objection to the 
introduction of coolies. The reasons he ga,ve to 
prove they could not be restricted to semi-tropical 
agriculture applied equally to all kinds of coloured 
labour. He should prove thi£ by quoting from 
some of the hon. gentleman's speeches. In the 
Town Hall on the lOth of last May, his own 
paper, the Telegraph said :-

" It b plain no such restriction is possible. Suppose 
we vass ~L bLw that Indian coolie~ ~hould be allowed 
only to work on our sugar plantations; hmv could snch 
a law be euforcetl :- :Snppo:-5e ~L sng-ar-}Jlanter die"' or 
bcco1ucs insol-rent, ''rhat 1s to become of hi.s labourers~ 
They would say,' \re arc 'Yilling to work for our living'; 
and are we to send men to pri~on because they dr-'iiirc 
an honest living, or establlsh poor-houses until some 
ot.her sugar-planter is willing t-o take them into his 
employ:; J .. egislation like that woulct never be tolerated 
in a.ny British eounuunity. I have tlwrcforC come to 
the conclusion that all such bafegnards are imprac­
ticable." 

Did not those reasons apply equally to lmuakas? 
Again, in another speech made hy the Premier in 
the Town Hall towards the close of last year, the 
Conrie1· reported him to have said :--

"But supposing the informer got a conviction, would 
he not soon be hunted ou'fof the plaee ~ Xo man would 
dare to lay an information." 

And yet the Premier provides in this Act for 
infonnation being laid by inforn1erH. He also in 
the same speech, in support of his contention that 
the late Govermnent were deceiving the peo]Jle 
by saying that they could restrict coloured labour 
to one industry, expressed himself in the follow­
ing terrn~ ;-

.. i::iome vlantcr might grow sugar and maize. or !"iUp:ar 
and potatoes. How ·were we going to make a la'v that 
'vould compel sueh a man to employ on one side of his 
pat.h coolies, awl ou the other side white men:- During 
the portion ot the year when hb cane erop. did not 
rcquil''l" attention were hi:5 (~oolics to remain Ir1lc, and 
white fucn be got to attend to his potatoeti or ma.ize :­
Xo. :\Jeu would ""ny they would ucn;r obey ~uch a 
ri<lienlous law as that.'' 

That was the term w hi eh the hon. gentlenmn ap· 
pliml to the ln,w which he uow proposed to intro­
dnce~ at the time his opponents proposed it. He 
further, in the snme speech, attempted to illus­
trate the impossibility of continingcolourecllabour 
to one industry in the following words :-

.. Or suppose one man grew sugHr, anU his neighbour 
potatoc"J, was the farmer to be allowed to employ eoolies 
while lds neighbour on the other side of tile felH .. 'If~ must 
rmy 20s. per week for EnrotH"1nlS ~ The thh1g· was per­
fcetly ahmrd, to bring a certain kind of labonr into the 
colony, and ~ay it should ouly be employed in one i 11-

dnstry. (J.11plan:-;e.,·· 

Yes, that concluding sentence fetched the crowd. 
He (Mr. Hamilton) would repeat it :-

,, 1'he thing was IH.::Tfectly absnrrl. to bring a certain 
ldnd of l<thonr into the colony nnrl say it slwuld only 
he employed in oue industry." 

The Premier, therefore, was now doing that which 
he told the people of the colony only a few 
months since was a perfectly absurd thing to do­
name]~,, bringing in " certain kind of labour 
into the colony and saying it must be em­
ployed in one industry. And it must also be 
apparent that every argument . he used to 
prove that coolies could not he restnctecl to sugar 
cultivation applied ec1ually to kanakas, for if 
it were absurd and impossible, as the Premier 
~rtid it waK, to 1nake a lnw con1pelling- mnployer 
to keep coolies on one Hide of the path growing 
:-;nga,r, ~tnd white 1nen on the other Kide ttt higher 
wage;.; growing pntatoeti, it would be etllmlly 
ab&urd and impossible to im]l<Jse the same restric­
tions nu lmnakas. If it was ilnpossible, as the 
Premier deliberately infmmeL1 the people of the 
er,luuv he Ct'nsid_ered it t.o be~ to re:-;tric:t eoolieH 
to ou

0
ar culti, atiuu becauoe the planter mit;ht 
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die and the coolies might starve if they were 
debarred from entering any other kind of employ­
ment-then it would be erlually wrong to Rub­
ject lmnakas to the same conditions. Every 
argmhent which the Premier used to show 
that coolies could not come here because it 
was impossible and wrong to restrict them 
to semi-tropical industry applied with equal 
force to the re,;triction of kanakas to one 
industry. As, therefore, the Premier had 
now introduced a Bill to effect that which 
he said he believed it was imrx"''ihle to effect 
when proposed by the late Government­
namaly, the restriction of a certain class of 
lahom· to one industry-the only conclusion that 
conld be arrived at was, that he either attempted 
to deceiye the people of the colony to further 
his own ends, when he assured the colony that 
it was not only impossible hut absurd to bring in a 
certain kind of labour into the colony and 
restrict it to one industry; or if on the other 
hand he did believe it absurd and impossible, 
thm he must consider the Bill he had introduced 
a fraud on the public. There was no getting 
out of it. His (Mr. Hamilton's) own opinion 
was that they could be restricted to one 
industry. He· hnd always held that they 
should be, and had the present Premier only 
supported an amendment which was introduced 
by one of his own followers, at his (1Ir. Hawil­
ton'H) sugge:-;tion smne years Hince, when the 
Pacific Islanders Bill was under discussion­
which was to the effect that kanalms should be 
confined to the sugar industry-there would not 
at the present rnmnent be one kanaka competing 
with white nwn off t)tlgar plantations~ Ta.lking 
of kanakas competing with whites off sugar 
plantations brought him to another phase of the 
rnatter. rrhe I>rmnier gave as one reason for 
introducing the Bill that the supply of kanakas 
on sugar plantations would thus be doubled. 
'\V as not that rather an illogical reason, when 
they recollected that the Premier got into power 
by advocating that sugar could be grown by 
white labour? He should quote some of the 
Premier's own words on this question. The 
Toowoomba Ch1'o1licle, of last September, reported 
the Premier to have expressed himself thus at a 
banquet there:-

"It was said they were only wanted north of Mackay. 
because the climate was so terrible tha,t the white man 
eould not work in the field. ''r ell, he had seen them 
do much harder ''wrk than working in the tield8, and 
he said there was no work the coolie could do that the 
white man coulcluot do." 

At the Brisbane Town Hall the Teler;mph ;-and 
it should be remembered that the. hon. gentle­
man treated the Teleumph as he did Hansco·d­
that was, he revised the reports of his speeches ; 
-reported him to have expressed himself thus tr, 
his constituents :-

"\Ve are toltl thnt "ithout coloured labour (mark the 
term 'coloured labour') the :mgar industry cannot be 
devcloped--perha.ps not in the manner no'v contem­
}llatccl~but l eonfess I do not regard with any grea.t 
admiration the fonnation of vast btlgar estates, O\vne<l 
lllO:'ltly by absentees and cultivated. by gangs of servile 
labourer~. I hove to see rather a large number of 
white farmers living on their land and growing thci1· 
own cane. 'l'he experience of Queensland shows, I 
think, that this can be done in every place where sugar 
has yet been successfully cultivated. 'l'o this ~mcl the 
introduction of European lalJo1n I look as the true 
solution of the difficulty." 

Agn.in, in the Town Hall, according to the 
Cotu·ie1' of the 11th of last August, he said :-

" J~uormous profits could not be matle by absentee 
{:avitalists without coloured labour; but he did not care 
if we conld not. He would rather not see that kind of 
thing here. In this part of the colony, and at .Jiary­
borough, at Bnndaberg, and eYen at }fackay, it had been 
!,roved that white men could grow sugar vrotitably ." 

If the Premier believed what he had thus pub­
licly stated·- namely, that white men could grow 

sugar profitably throughout the colony-why waH 
he taking steps, not only to double the supply of 
coloured labour to the Hugar-planter, but >tlso to 
make arrangements to continue the introduc­
tion of a race whom he admitter! were doing work 
which white men could do with profit Y The 
Premier's own words before the election were, 
that white men could grow sugar profitably, anrl 
that he looked to the introduction of European 
labour as the true solution of the question; and 
now he had already eaten those words . hy 
sending instructions to lessen the incoming flow 
of European immigration and at the same time 
he had taken no steps to lessen the incoming of a 
race who were employed in an occupation which 
he stated Europeans were quite suited for. 
One would imagine that if the Premier 
really believed what he said, he would, instead 
of sending instructions to lessen J~uropenn 
immigration as he had clone, have stopped 
the importation of kanakas. The term" tropical 
or :;;;emi~tropical agriculture," in clauHe 7,. ·waM 
not a sufficiently clear definition of the industry 
to which they were to be re.stricted. J~m 
instance, wh.it was m>ti'l.P '' \\'as it a tropical 
or semi-tropical industry i \Vhat we1·e potatoes " 
'l'he cultivation of sweet potatoes would doubt­
less be considered semi-tropical agriculture, but 
what category did ordinary potatoes come under·~ 
The Premier had in his illustrations at meeting,; 
shown that he considered neither maize nor 
potatoes semi-tropical productions ; but the 
definition clause should he made more clear. 
He did not approve of the 6th clause inter­
dicting islanders from vurchasing firearms to 
take home. About £25,000 a year w>cs now 
expended by kanakas in the colony in the pur­
chase of firearm" and ammunition to take home. 
If that were stopped, it would have no effect 
whatever in preventing kanakas from obtaining 
firearms. They would simply do as one ship 
from Queensland did the other day·-call in at 
Havanna and buy them there. The only per­
sons this prohibitory clause would affect would 
he the business people in the colony, for Yankee 
trading vessels and traders from Honolulu were 
continually visiting the islands and supplying· 
whatever kanakas who wished with firearms. 
Again, why should kanakas be prevented from 
purchasing firearms? The papers were con­
tinually full of the enormities committed by 
·captains of vessels on the islanders ; it was said 
that even now kanakas were being contimmlly 
kidnapped ; that even the Government agents 
had failed to put a stop to it. Since the Govern­
ment was unable to suppress such piratical 
practices, why should they attempt to deprive 
lmnakas of the power of protecting thernselve>'. 
The kidnapping and the cruel treatment of 
kanakas on board would very soon cease if thn,,e 
who were guilty of it knew that those who were 
so treated had the vower as well as the will to 
punish them. 

Mr. GRIMES said >clmost enough had been 
said on the second reading of the Bill. The hon. 
member for Black all, however, has refened again 
to the Pandora Sugar Plantation, and said that 
white men had run away from the station 
because they were unable to do the work. That 
struck hin1 as Yery strange, as he had found 
that when white men were made comfort­
able they would generally do any kind of 
work they were asked to do, and rlo it 
cheerfully. Since the hon. member had referrerl 
to the Pandora Sugar Plantation in the way he 
had done, he (Mr. Grimes) had made inquirie' 
and had been informed on very good authority­
the authority of a gentleman liYing in Rock­
hampton, and who was quite conversant with 
the whole of the affairs connected with that 
plantation-that it was not on account of the 
work they were required to do that those \vhite 
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men ran away, but because they had nothing but 
an old open shed to sleep in and blackfellows 
to cook for them. They coLlld not stomach that, 
and they determined that if they were not made 
more comfortable they would leave the planta­
tion. That was the cause of their leaving the 
plantation. 

Mr. STEVENSON : Who is your authority? 
Mr. GRIMES said he had a very good 

authority. The Bill was, he considered, a step in 
the right direction. He believed the real difficulty 
in the minds of the European labourers with 
respect to kanakas was that the planters abused 
the privileges given to them by the Polynesian 
Labourers Act and allowed their kanakas to 
d'l all sorts of plantation work~work entirely 
apart from the cultivation of the cane. Had 
they restricted the employment of the kanakas to 
labour in the field, and had not allowed them to 
be employed in stumping, clearing land, fencing, 
and labour in which the Euro]'eans were generally 
engaged, they wonld not have given rise to the 
strong objection on their part to kam1ln-1s being 
employed in the colony. He would be gh<l to 
,,ee the Bill, which was striking at that matter, 
pass its second reading. As he would have a 
further opportunity of referring to the ym·ious 
l'lauses in committee, he would not tr1ke up 
the time of that House further that evening. 

Mr. PERKINS said thr1t at an earlier period 
of the evaning the Premier spoke of the heat 
and fatigue of speaking, and said he did not care 
to make a long <peech on the Bill before the 
House. I do not think that legislation upon such 
an important matter as this is should be hastily 
Cftrried through, as appears to be the intention 
with 1;espect to this Bill to-night. I therefore 
move the adjournment of the House. 

The COLONIAL TREASUREH said his 
hon. friend the Premier being absent from the 
Chamber he took it upon himself to reply to the 
remarks of tl::e hon. member for Aubigny in 
moving the adjournment of the debate. He 
thought it would be admitted that a considerable 
amount of latitude had been given for the second 
reading of the Bill. Hon. members seemed to 
have addressed themselves to it to-day very fully, 
and the Government had not the slightest 
desire to stifle discussion upon it. Judging, 
however, from the number of hon. members 
who had spoken upon the second reading of the 
Bill on both sides of the House, he believed the 
debate had extended to the full length it was 
likely to take upon the secoud reading. He clid 
not think his hon. friend the Premier was inclined 
to recede from the position he had taken up of 
passing the second reading that night. Any re· 
mftrks which hon. members wished to make in 
detail upon the Bill could be delivered when it got 
into committee. He did not think it was reason­
able to ask they should adjourn the debate that 
uight, as they were quite prepared to hear hon. 
members on the other side who had not :tlrerLdy 
spoken. 

Mr. MO REREAD said he had only one word 
to say, which was that at a former period of 
the evening he suggested to the hon. the 
Premier that they had all to-morrow when they 
could go on with the second reading of the Bill, 
and go into committee upon it; but he had not 
given way, and as it \var-; eviflent he did not in­
tend to give way on this point, he thought it 
:tn act of discourtesy to the Opposition side of the 
House. He did not however propose at the pre· 
sent time to delay the Bill going to a second 
reading ; he would only point out that by taking 
the course the hon. gentleman was pnrsning th:tt 
evening he did not think it w:t' at ><ll likely to 
facilitate the passing of the Bill through cmn­
mittee. 

The PHEMIETI said the hon. member had 
been good enongh to say that they would have 
the whole of to-morrow tt> discuss the Bill, when 
he was quite aware that he (Mr. Griffith) had 
given notice for an adjournment to Tuesday. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: 'l'hat was a motion of 
surprise. 

The PREMIER said it could not be a motion 
of surprise, because he had g·iven notice of it 
yesterday, rLml had given formal notice of it at 
an early part of to-day. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said that, in explanation, 
he might say whrLt the hon. member harl said 
yesterday~that the question of the adjourn· 
ment for ThursdrLy would be raised. He never 
said it would be attempted. 

The PHEMIER said he hoped the hon. gentle· 
man did not intend to obstruct the Bill in cmn­
mittee becrLuse the GoYernment wiiihed tn have 
the second rearling over to-night. _The Bill was 
one uf great importance, and that It would take 
a considerable time in committee no one could 
doubt. 

Mr. ::\IOllEHEAD said he did not ''"'' he 
would obstruct the Bill in connnittce, but that 
pas~ing the Hecond reading through to~uight n1i~ht 
perhaps ler1d to delays tlmt would otherwise 
have been avoitlerl. 
Question~ThrLt the debate be now adjourned­

put nml negatived. 
Question~ThrLt the Bill be now reicrl a second 

time~put and passed, and committal of the Bill 
made an Order of the Day for 'l'uesrlay next. 

ADJOURJ'\:;\;IEKT. 
The PREMIEE said that, pnrsuant to notice 

given earlier in the day, he would move that the 
House do now adjourn till Tuesday next. There 
was no private business on the paper of such 
conser1uence that hon. members in charge of it 
would e~tre to meet to-morrow for, and he did 
not propose to proceed with any Government 
business to-morrow. Hon. members on both 
sides, he understood, intended to go up to the 
show at Toowoornba to-morrow, at which His 
Excellency the Governor would be present ; and 
having ascertained that under the circumstanceB 
it would suit the con ;-enience of many hon. 
members not to meet again this week, he would 
move that the House do now adjourn till Tuesday 
next. 

1\Ir. ::\fOREHEAD said it was very evident, 
looking at the notice· paper, thr1t there was not 
much private business for to-morrow. But they 
were not summoned there this session to do 
private business, but Government business, rLncl 
he had hoped that every effort would have been 
made to push that business through so that hon. 
rnen1bers rnight get away as soon as possiblC'. 
The Premier himself had admitted, earlier in 
the day, that he was suffering from the effects 
of the 'weather; and it W<tS his duty, as leader of 
the House, to g·o on with the Government busi· 
ness when there was no private bnsiness to be 
attended to. The Opposition were quite prc· 
pared to go on with it, and he objected to 
the session being prolonged in order that they 
might go to Toowoomba. \Vhat were they to 
go there for? Let His Excellency~ with all due 
deference-go to Toovvomnba ; his absence or 
presence would not affect the busii~e,s of the 
House. He took except1on to the way in 
which the Premier hr1d put the rmctter before 
the House. ·what did they care whether the 
Governor went to Toowoomba or stopped away? 
It was not a matter thrLt should affect the 
sittings of the House. If the Governor went 
thither, accompanied, as they were told, by the 
l\lini;ter for \Vorks 11ml the Colonial TrerL· 
surer, he would have civility and bluifness, and 
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between the two he might strike a fair avorage 
:.s to wlmt a :\Iinister ,iJonld be. HiR Excellency 
woul{l htLVe oil and \·inegrLr, and he would be a.ble 
to rnake n very good s:1lacl if the "fifth \V heel" 
went a~ well. He spoke liable to correction, 
lmt he "'"" told tlmt the show at Toowoomba 
would consi,;t chiefly of plT<ervctl vegetable,; 
and imported h>ty ccnd corn -that that 
W<1R what the abnormal se,.,son had reduced 
the Tnowomuba, J~xhilJition to. It wa~ posi­
tively cmel to t"'ke His Excellency up to 
Toowoomlm tu see what he could Hee with f<Lr 
1wn·e cnutfurt, o..nd pos;-:;ibly in bette1· cmnva.ny, 
in Brisbane. }{e was not snying anything dero­
ga,tory tu the con1pany the GoYernor n1ight rneet 
at 'TnowoOJnba. l-Ie supposed the Hom::~e would 
be rtRkecl again in .A .. ug-ust to adjourn for another 
Toowoomba show, and prohably they wou;d then 
he aRkecl to atljourn for a show at \Voog,.,roo 
uf memberB of the other side of the House. They 
,<eemetl to be playing nt legislation. A lot of work 
conld be done to-nwrrow, even in the ab::;.;ncc 
of the 2\finister for \Vorks and the Colonial 
'rreasnrer. rrhere was no one who enjoyed those 
v it~f~-n Ad tonrsnwrethun the l\Iinister for \Vo1·k:-;. 
TIH• hon. g·eutlt•In:t.n ha,nkere(l after tho~e thing-~ ; 
it "'"'' the bt·e,cth of his nostrih'; ami he (Mr. 
~\lr)J'(']w ul) W;ts only sorry that the "fifth wheel'' 
\\';ts llllt goin~· to 1nake oue of tlw cmupa.ny. 
\Vhat shonld he go to Too\vnmnlm .. for tu see'! 
.\'othing but a reed ,;haken hy the wind. It vms 
:th,,urd that the Hou<e should be asked to ad­
jonrn, e::;pecially at a season like the present, 
when everybody wanted to finish work and g'et 
away. Such a 1nution cttrne with a very ill grace 
fr01u the Prmnicr; in fact, no such nwtion had 
ever been nu1de by any Goverurnent before. But 
it only showed what a weak-kneed, weak-backer!, 
rui:.;guided Uovernrnent they had. 

:\1r. P I"ICKI:i'\S said he was as much surprised 
as the leader of the Opposition at the action of 
the Government. He believed it wns the first 
time the House had been asked to adjourn for that 
Urayton :.tll(l Toowoon1ba .._-\.ggravating Society, 
of which the Speaker was ,;uch a distinguished and 
ornamental president. The rnotion was par­
ticularly inopportune at this periotl of the year. 
Even the Prmnier, yonng aR he \\'a;;:,, had cmn­
plaineJ of fatigue, and had rushed an important 
Bill through, "·ithout giving hon. rnen1hers an 
opportnnity of criticising it and c<,nlparing the 
:-;peech he n1adc on introducing it with others 
made by him on the same snl,ject-one at 
:Vbclm.Y, another "'t Toowonmlm, "' third at 
Brisbane, and a fourth at the torchlight proceR­
Rion. He wontlered if the hon. gentleman woul<l 
have a torchlight proce..:;:.;ion n.t ToowornnlJa this 
time. He luvl noticed th"'t generally the prin­
cipa1 torchbearers were tvvo or three per~ons \vho 
had j nst been let out of g<tul. He rm;e to rwotest 
a~ainst the waste of tinw. He did not ca,re for 
hhn:.;;elf, but 1,here \Vere nutny rnernber.s present 
from rliHtant [mrts of the country, who did not 
want to be kept knocking a,rountl Bri:-;bane 
ancl Toowoomba. 'It was cmel of the so-called 
exhibitors a,t Toowoornba. to bring the G-ov­
ernorantl others to Ree wlmtthey woultl see there. 
Th:ct IV'LS a trick that had bhm played for a long 
tin1e bet,veen two rnernbers of the How:;e wlw 
wmtterl to n,cl \'ertise themselves. It was not a 
kindness, after the se:tson th"'t the farmers 
at 'roownu1nh·:t had pa~;-ied through, to tf1ke 
His Excellency up there to spy out the naked-
1WS:-i of the lmHl, or to invite the n1PlHber1'3 for 
;\laclmy and Bowen allll other placeil to make 
comparisons between what they saw there and 
in their own districts. The most they woulcl see 
w•ml,! be a few bundles of hay and "' few grapes 
that con), 1 not be more zealou.sly guarded if they 
lmtl been worth a gninea per pound. Possibly 
the flowers am\ plants that har\ heen stolen from 
the 'l'oowootnlJ<t Gttnlens, which were rlistributetl 

around the town, would be there. The Home 
Hhonld not he rnn.de a playground of, and an 
important me,.,sm·e rushed through before people 
realised the awkward pusition the hon. gentle­
n1an was standing in Ly rnea~uring his ~tate­
ments there with those he made when stmnping 
the country. He trusted tluct the Speaker, ''" 
guardian of the pri vilegef:l of the How~e, and 
knowing that he htvl "' desire to facilitat" 
lJn:-;iness and prmnote legislation, awJ knowi11g <-t. 

gootl deal ,.,])()nt this show, at which he might be 
the principal show111an, \Yould use his influence 
and save seYeml htm. members the disappoint­
ment they wonld experience if they did go to 
Toowoon{ba. He had been tricked several times 
by going to those so-called shows, and v.rarned 
hon. members against it. J nst for the sake of 
par,,ding their Speaker and other members who 
wanted to be lmnging about the tail of vice­
royalty, he objected to it, "'nd would rather 
remain and transact business in deference to tlw 
con~,titneuts uf rnen1bers vvho C[t.Ine fron1 long 
di~tances. 

Mr. ALA:L'\D wid he hanlly knew whethe1· 
the leader of the Opposition and Mr. l:'erkins 
\Vere rea,lly Herions and rneant \vhat they said. 
He would rather l1elieve that they clid not, an,\ 
had ,m!y H>Lid it for the sake of saying srnnethh~g. 
It cmue very badly from the hon. member tor 
Aubigny to say anything about the Drayton and 
Toowoomba Horticultural Show, as until htely 
he \\as the Yice-presiclent; he thought he de­
throned the hon. gentleman. He rem em be red 
being present at a hnm1uet at which he spoke in 
very different terms of thl\t show. He had also 
heard the hrm. member speak in very different 
terms of the people of Toowoomhn, and he 
thought that they would not thank him for what 
he lmd just said. 

1\Ir. PERKINS: I said nothing about the 
inhabitants of Toowoomba, and I object to the 
remark,being fathered upon me. Let the htm. 
gentleman preach in some other place. 

Mr. ALAND : If the hon. member wonl<l 
allow him to finish his sentence he would 
acknowledge that he had been Rpeaking against 
the inhabitants of Toowoom ba. He referred to 
the torchlight procession, and said that some of 
those who c:trried torche~ had only just been 
rele~t.sed frmn gn.ol. 

Mr. MOREHEAD, Ought they to have 
been kept there? 

Mr. ALAXD srdd he thought the society 
deserve< I every credit. It was their twenty-first 
annual show, and it would have shown a l,'l'ent deal 
of cowardice on the p>trt of the committee if they 
had declined to hold a show because the season 
had been unfavourable. He was not lt membel' 
of that committee 

Mr. PEUKI:i'\S: You do not look it. 
iYir. ALA~J) said he would ornmnent that 

committee as umch as the hon. member did when 
he W<1S vice-president. He thoug-ht the remal'ks 
of the leader of the Upposition, about its being 
a hay and corn show--

Mr. 'NlOREHEAD: I said imported h"Y "''"l 
corn, and yon could have the chaff in. 

Mr. ALAKD said the Premier had put thH 
matter in the right light. There wns little or 
no private business on the paper, nnd the 
GoYernn1e-nt were taking pity on the Hnw.:;e. 
They knew that a gren,t many members wishe<l 
to go to Toowoombtt, and he did not snppose, in 
any ca.·".e, there \V~)uld be n1embers enough 
present to form a Honse. He shou!tl su]'pnrt 
the motion. 

Mr. STEV.EKSOX said the hrm. gentle­
man who had jtmt sat clown lmd tried tu 
nu:tke ont a good caRe for hi1'3 own electorate. 
The hon. gentleman also knew that there 



152 Adjournment. [ASSEMBI,Y.j Adjournment. 

was renlly nothing, in :t season like the 
present, to Le seen. The h<m. meml>er had 
told him he did not helieve they should even 
see n decent pnmpkin there. Apart altogether 
from thut, he objected on principle to theee 
mljournments. He had done so alwuys. The 
Speaker would huve had some justification for 
moving the adjournment, because he used to 
moYe it for the annual show, while the present 
was some little peddling thing that was not 
worth seeing, especially in a season like the 
present. He did not see why they should he 
kept away from their work to attend that 
show. Many members were getting anxious 
to go back to their stations, and it was 
time some of them did get away. There were 
several members who would rather be at 
their stations looking after their own business 
tlutn looking after that of the country. The 
Government should use all their power to push 
on their businesH at the ear!ieHt opportunity, rtnd 
should not adjourn for Rome little peddling 
show at Toowoornb>e. He did not care who waR 
pre8ident; whether it was the Speaker, whether 
the ( iovernor was going to be there, or who was 
going to receive him; bnt he opposed the 
acljoumment on the principle that many member,; 
had cmne clown thiR seRsion at very great incon­
venience and expense to atteml to the busineHR of 
the country, and therefore they ought tn have 
more consi<leration from the leader of the 
G<wernment than to be asked to adjourn over 
Thursday. It was all very well to ~ay thme 
was no private business to be done. The 
hon. gentleman knew perfectly well that he 
could ask the House to go on with Government 
business ; in fact, that side of the House had 
offered to do so. The fact was, the hon. gentle­
man had been simply run into a corner in that 
respect, as he had been in many other things, by 
the Minister for \Narks. He was the man who 
bossed the Ministry. Had not the leader of the 
Ciovernment had enough of applause at Cleveland, 
where he was told by his supporters that he was 
the finest man they had eve1· seen? Surely he 
had received enough praise and sloLbering there 
to satisfy any man for the next five yettrs, and yet 
he wanted to adjourn the business of the country to 
go to Toowoomba and have the same thing done 
there. He(Mr. Stevenson)knew he could not stop 
it, but he entered his protest against snch adjourn­
ments. He would not say . BO much if the 
:>djournment had been for the annu:>l show at 
'l'oowoomba, but it was scandalous that they 
should be asked to adjourn for such a peddling 
show as the one in question. 

::\lr. BLACK said he had always protested 
on principle against those unnecessary adjourn­
InentH, and uo sufficient reason had been given 
to-night why he should depart from that course; 
on the contrary, the more they had heard on the 
subject the less reason could he find to justify such 
an mmecessary waste of time. He protested 
againRt snch adjournments-as hon. me1nberR 
would recollect he had done on previous occafdons 
-on the ground of the great want of consideration 
which the southern portion of the colony-repre­
sented by the present Government benches­
showed to N ol'thern members. He considered it 
disg-raceful that every time a little frivolous show 
tnok place they should he asked to adjourn. He 
did not wish to sv~y that the show to which he 
was invited to·morrow came under that desig­
nation, because he believed that if he went up there 
he should be very much pleased with the pro­
gress in agriculture which he had been !eel to 
believe had taken place during the last year. 
But still it was a matter for very serious con­
sideration, bec:>use it was an absolute waste of 
time. Think of the whole business of the 
country being retarded becuuse of a show ut 
Toowoomba ! Surely legislation was of more 

importance than they would be le<l to infer from 
that. Their absence surely would not interfere 
with the 'Toowoomha Show; and if it was nec,•s­
sary that the Speaker should be there, cuulclnot 
the Chairman of Committees take his place in tlw 
chair to-morrow, and let the business of the country 
be proceeded with ? He contended that the 
object of the adjournment was a frivolous one 
which it did not become the Premier of the 
colony to encourag·e in any degree whatever. 
The Premier had led Northern members to 
believe that they were to come down to pass the 
Estimates- that thut was the only business to be 
brought forward thi>; session for their considera­
tion. They had drifted into legislation which 
had bf·,en justly denominated" crude legislation.,. 
They h:>d had Bills brought before them in the 
most immature state ; legislation hotel been forced 
upon them; advantage had Leen taken of tlw 
absence of many members of the Opposition, 
who had been misled by the Vremier's promises, 
and the hem. member now took aclvantag" 
of the paucity of members on that sick of the 
House. 

'fhe PREMIER : What do you mean ' 

Mr. BLACK said the hon. gentlemm1 told 
him in the ]\" orth that the only legislation 
contemplatecl this session was the passing of the 
Estimates, and he even told him that it was not 
neces,ary that he should come down. 

The PREMIER ; I said nothing of the kind. 
I told you you need not be here until the Tues­
day after the House met. 

Mr. BLACK: With all clue deference to the 
hon. member, and the high 'position he occupied 
as Premier of the colony, he told him (Mr. 
Black) that the only legislation that wonlcl be 
attempted this session was the passing of the 
:Estinmtes ; and he (l\1 r. Black) could bring 
forward a member of the Press, who recalled the 
statement to his recollection the other day, to 
corroborate hi~ statement. He then replied, 
"vV ell, I think, after all, I may as well go down." 
Not that he mistrusted the hon. gentleman's 
utterances, b11t he undoubtedly told him what he 
had stated. 

Mr. GIUI\IES rose to a uoint of order. The 
hon. lnEnnber was addressing the Pren1ier instead 
of the Speaker. 

Mr. BLACK s>eid he was making a personal 
explanation. The Premier had thought fit to 
challenge his statement, and in justice to 
himself he was entitled to make n perwnal 
explanation. 1f he was exceeding- the Louncls 
to which he was justly entitled, he should 
be very glad for the hon. member f0r Oxley to 
put him right ; hut he maintained th:>t he was 
not exceeding those bounds, and that as long 
as he confined himself to replying to the re­
marks of the Premier he should not be inter· 
rnpted by the hon. member for Oxley or any 
other hon. member. If the hem. member fnr 
Oxley wished to get away speedily, it would be 
much better to allow him to finish the few re­
marks he had to make, because any interruptim1 
from that hon. member was not likely to bring 
the debate to a Yery speedy termimttion. 
He maintained that h<m. members had been 
brought do\vn under a n1isapprehension, 
to put it in a very mild form. Very 
important legislation had been attempted 
to he rushed through in a manner which 
would not reflect credit on the Premier and his 
supporters. vVhat had been done would be 
broug-ht forward as a precedent. As he had said 
before, advantage had been taken of the 
absence of many hon. membcrs, antl what did 
they find ? After hor1. members had come to 
town to pass the Estimates, the busines" of the 
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country was to be deferred for a whole day 
that they might go to Toowoomba. He had 
always protested agaimt those adjournments. Of 
cr,m·se if the Honse decided to >tdjourn he 
himself wouid go to Toowoomba; but it did not 
become the leader of a party to propose such an 
adjourmn~nt. It would have come br better 
from any of his supporters. It was derogatory 
to him as a statesman to lower himself so far as 
to postpone the business of the country for such 
a fri Yolous purpose. 

'fhe PREMIER said he did not intend to 
reply to the arguments used by the hon. member. 
The Government did not wi;;h tn go on with 
their business to-morrow, and they had the 
conduct of their own business in the Honse. 
No hon. member of the House was deceived by 
any promise he made, either to the hon. 
member for 1\Iackay or to any other hon. 
member, as to the conduct of lmsiness. He 
(the Premier) distinctly recollected the conYer"a­
tion he had with the hon. member, and the only 
'[lJestion asked by the hon. member was whether 
he should come to Brisbane one week or the 
next. He (the Premier) replied that it was not 
necessary to come the first week, and that he 
need not be present till the following Tuesday. 

Mr. BLACK said he understood the Premier 
to say that he had no recollection of the conver­
sation to which he (C\1r. Black) had refenecl. 

The PRE}UER : I did not say mtything of 
the kind ; I remember what I said perfectly 
well. 

Mr. BLACK: If the hon. gentleman admits 
what I said, I am willing to accept his ex­
planation. 

The PREMIEll : I did not say anything of 
the kind. How could I ha Ye said anything of 
the kind when I had publicly pledged the GuY­
ermnent to bring forward other business.? 

Mr. BLACK said the hon. gentleman denied 
luwing told him what he had repeated. He was 
sony to ha Ye misunderstood the hon. gentleman, 
who certainly led him to believe what he had 
Haid a few rninutes ago. 

The PREMIER : You were mist>tken. 

Mr. BLACK said he did not think that was 
the proper place to discuss what, after all, might 
be a misunderstanding between t118 Premier 
and himHelf, but he should give the Premier the 
name of the gentleman to whom he had referred, 
a gentleman on whose word he could place the 
utmoHt reliance. That gentleman cou!tt prove 
that he (::Yir. Black) "as led to believe that no 
legislation except the passing of the Estimates 
would be undertaken during the se:,sion, and 
that it was hardly necessary for him to leave 
Mackay. \Vhat particularly attracted the 
gentleman's attention was the fact that he (::Yir. 
Black) smiled and said, " After >tll, it will be as 
well for n1e to go do\vn." 

Question put, and the House divided:-

1:Icssrs. Rntledge. 1Iilcs, Griffith, Dickson, Bucklanil 
Dutton, Shcridan, Fraser, J~rookes, Aland, Isambert, 
,Jordan, l<'ox1ou. Grimes, Beattie. HigHon, Bale, 1Iidglcy, 
-White, Bailey, Kale~. and :J1amlonalt1-httcr-<m. 

:XOES, 11. 

l.fessrs. }forehead. Perkins, Chnbh, Archer, Black, 
Steven.":~on, :\elson, Hamilton, I .. alor, Pahner, and Lissner. 

Question resoh·ed in the affirrmttive. 

'rhe Hon;;e adjoumed :<t ten minutes to 11 
o'clock. 
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