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Presentation of Speaker. [8 NovEMBER.] J!lessages, Etc. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
ThHYsday, 8 Novemue>·, 1883. 

Presentation of Speaker.-31cmbcr Sworn.-Thc 
Governor's Opening Hpeech.-:Ues::;age from Hi~ 
Excellency the Governor.-}Iernbers S\\·orn.-Bowen 
to Hanghton Gap l.:tilway.-Eleetions and Qmtli­
tications Committee.-3:1e~snge<S from His l~xeellcncy 
the <~overnor.-:J.Iessage from the Governor.-~'ui­
jonrnment. 

PRESENTA'riON 01<' SPEAKER. 
The House met at a-<[narter paqt 11 o'clock 

a. m., ttnd shortly afterwards the Speaker, accom­
panied by the Clerk and several hon. member" 
proceeded to Government House. ' 

On their return, 
The SPEAKEH reported that he had, accom­

panied by certtcin members of the Hou-e, pro­
ceeded to Government Home, aml there informed 
the Governor that the Legislative Assembly had, 
in the exercise of their undoubted right, elected 
their Speaker, and tlmt he presented himself for 
His :Excellency's approbation a8 the member 
chosen by the Assembly for tlutt high >tnd 
honourable office ; to which His Excellency wa.~ 
plea,secl to ma,kc the following reply :-

" ::\Ir. SPEAKEH,-1 approve, on behalf of 
the Queen, the choice which the Assembly has 
n1ade in your person." 

After which he had, on their behalf, l>tid chtim 
to all the uncloubted l'ights anclpri vi leges of the 
House, a,ncl prayed tha,t the most favourable 
con~truction rnight, on all oce~~ionH, be vut 
upon their proceedings; to which His Excellency 
had been pleas eLl to make the following reply :--

"Mr. SPKA.KER,- I further rccogni~e, on 
beha,lf of the Queen, all the lawful rights and 
pdvileges claimed by the Legislative Assembly 
of Queensland, in as full 'md ample a manner as 
they lmve been heretofore gmntod or allowed hy 
Her Majesty." 

MEMBim SWOHN. 
='<fr .• T ohn Donaldson was sworn in, and took 

his seat as 1:Iember for the I•:Jectoral District uf 
\Varrego. 

THE GOVEHNOR'S OPENING SPEECH. 
Shortly after 12 o'clock a message was con­

veyed by the Usher of the Black ltod, that His 
Excellency the Governor re<tnested the attend­
ance of the Speaker and hem. members of the 
Legislative Assembly in the Conncil Chamber. 

The SPEAKEll, accompanied by hon. mmn­
bers of the Assembly, proceeded to the Legis­
lative Council, and, having heard the Address 
of His I~xcellency the Governor, returned tr, 
their own Chamber. 

The House resumed at half-past 3 o'clock. 

MESSAGE l<'ROM HIS EXCELLENCY 
THE GOVEH~OR 

The SP}~) ... KEH stated that His J<~xcellency 
the Governor had caused to be sent to the Clerk 
of the House the writ for the Cook Electorate, 
with a certificate of the return of J\[r .• Tohn 
Hamilton and J\Ir. Frederick Augustus Coopet·. 

J\m::\IBimS SWORN. 
lHessrs .• T. Hamilton and F. A. Cooper were 

sworn in, and took their seats as ]\[embers for 
the Electoral District of Cook. 

BOWEN '1'0 HAUGHTON GAP 
RAILWAY. 

The MINISTER FOE WORKS (the Hon. 
A. N orton) laid on the table the plans and book of 
reference oftheltailway from Bowen toHaughton 
Ga,p. 

ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS 
COl\iMITTEE. 

The SPE}cKER, in accorcbnce with the Legis­
lative Assembly Act, l>tid on the table his wmTnnt 
appointing the Committee of Elections and Qu:tli­
fications for the present session. 

J\IESSAGES FROM HIS EXCELLEXCY 
THE GOV.EllNOR 

The SPEAKER announced that he had 
received a message from His Excellency the 
G-overnor, forwarding a petition aga-inst the re­
turn of the Hon. P. Perkins aB member for 
Aubigny. 
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The PREMIER (Sir Thoma~ Mcilwraith) 
moved that the messa~e be referred to the 
J<~lections and Qualifications Committee when 
appointed by the House. 

Question put and rms,;ed, 
TheRPEAKER stated thathelmd also received 

a lneR,;mge forwarding a petition against the re­
tnrn of the Hon. B. B. :'\Ioreton as member for 
the Ilurnett. 

The PREMIER moved that the message be 
referred to the Elections and Qualifications Com­
mittee when appointed by the House. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he <lid not inteml at 
pr.esent to take any exception, althoug'l1 he 
rrnght hereafter, to the names that the Speaker 
had l>tid upon the table as a Committee of 
};lections and qualifications. The Speaker had 
seven days to consider the fitne:-;R or otherwbe of 
them; hut what he (1\Ir. l\forehea<l) wanted more 
particularly to point out was this :-That un­
fortunately, no matter whom the Speaker in his 
wisdom liked to elect to put upon that Com­
mittee, this fact would be patent to the country 
with reference to one of thooe petitions that had 
been relegated to that Committee : The Speaker, 
in hiK capacity aH a journalist, had given a 
decision in the columns of his paper with 
reference to the return of the hon. member for 
Anbigny, and he (:\Ir. J\Torehead) maintained 
that it was not fit or proper that one who had 
already prejudged that c'"e should nominate a 
pannel to try it. Those were the facts, and 
there shonld be no getting out of them. If, of 
conr.'-1e, it waH Ueuied by a,ny lwn. 1ae1nber thnt 
the case lmd l1een prejndged in that paper, he 
(l\[r. ]\forehead) was <jnitc prepared to bring 
forth a pmof that it had been prejudged. It 
was one of the first insbnces of the unfortu­
nate selection that had been made bv the House 
on the previous day. He was n·;Jt going to 
call into <juestion the names of the gentlemen 
whom the Speaker had been pleased to include 
in his warrant upon the table of the House; 
hnt what he \\·anted to point out he had 
pointed ont, and \Vnnld continue to lJoint out 
so long as he sat in the House ttnd bad the 
lJO\Ver of speaking,-it was that it appeared 
to him to be highly improper that such a 
power should be put into the lmnds of any 
individual who had already prejurlged a case and 
given a decision, that he should he allowed to 
appoint a jury to try a case upon which he him­
self had as Chairman of the House alreccdy given 
a decision elsewhere. He did not think it was 
right that be should say any more. It was 
patent to everybody that a very gross impro­
priety had been committed. 

Question put aJHl passecl. 
The SPEAKER said that he had received 

another mes>oage from His Excellency the Gov­
ernor, forwarding to the Legislative Assembb· 
the J<;stimates-in-Chief for the year ending .June 
30, 1884. 

The PHE:\HER moved that the J~stimates 
be printed and referred to a Committee of 
Supply. 

'l'be HoN. S. W. GRIFFITH: I rise to 
move an amendn1ent. The Governn1ent are, as 
everybody in the House knows, in a very 
peculiar position. They have every reason to 
anticipate their defeat in the course of a few 
hours or a few days. Under similar circum­
stances other Governments in other parts of the 
world where there is a shnilar fonn of gov­
ernment have certaiNly never attempted to 
usurp the functions of government in the 
manner in which they h»ve done here. Some 
cases I shall have to refer to later this after­
noon. At present I rise to point this out : 
that it is not the function of a Government 

who are n0t likely to be entrusted with 
the administration of the affairs of the 
colonv to frame the Estimates of Revenue and 
J1~xpei1diture, and that no Uovernn1ent which is 
not likely to have the responsibility of control­
ling the expenditure has any right to submit to 
the House merely an advertisement-for it 
amounts to merely an advertisement-which 
can serve no useful purpose, except po'Sibly of 
em barrnssing their successors. Such a thing, I 
believe, has never been done before. I observed 
in the document which you, sir, will shortly 
h'tve to read to this House, when listening to it 
in another place, that the proposition has been 
nmde to expen<l some £500,000 or £GOO,OOO 
amongst the electorates of the colony. Such a 
proceeding as that is unusual at any time. The 
attempt to do it here now, by way of an ad­
vertisement, or by way of emb>trrassing their 
successor,, is a nmtter which I think ought to be 
reprobated in the strongest degree at the outset. 
\V e of course honour and respect His Excel­
lency~s nleHS~tge, and there rnu8t be supplies 
granted for carrying on the govern1nent. On 
previous occasions, not only in this House, but 
in every other country, the course has been to 
wait until necessity demanded it, and then ask 
His Excellency to make such a recommendation 
as was necessary for the circmnstances of the 
time. Ko useful purpose can be served by allow­
ing this advertisement to be printed and circu­
lated, and for those reasons I move that the 
words "printed and " be omitted. I will point 
out that no discomtesy is offered to His Excel­
lency. I do not know how n1any increaRc~:; the 
Gnvernntent nuty be going to propose, or how they 
are going to <listrihute their lm·uesse of £500,000 
or £1i00,000. I nwke this motion so that it 
cannot be a record of this House how they pro­
pose to use it. 

Question-That the words "printed and," 
proposed to be omitted, stand part of the ques­
tion-put. 

The PREMIER e<>i<l : I do );lot think that the 
hon. member who has jnst adclre-,sed the House 
mtdeutands what he has been talking about. 
He would have brought a very serious charge 
against n1e as Pren1ier, and against n1y colleague 
a::; Trea.surer, if \Ve had gone fron1 office without 
having unclertftken the reR}Jonsibility of saying 
how we have spent the money for the last five 
months, and how we propose to spend it for the 
next seven n1onths. There is not a single 
Ministry that has gone out of office that has not 
left a record of that kind behind them, except 
t!te ::\Tinistry of which I believe the hon. member 
was one, who were so cowardly as to try to actually 
oblitemte the records of what they proposed to 
do, so that they conld claim the credit of any­
thing which we did when we got into office. \V e 
have ht1d the courage of our opinions. 

Mr. GRIFJ!'ITH : \Vhat Government was 
that? 

The PRE1IIER : We have had the courage 
of our opinions. \Ve have brought down Estimates 
showing how we have spent the money and how 
we propose that it should be spent. The Esti­
mates whtch have just been sent clown are the 
ordinary Estimates for the yeccr. \Vho, I ask, 
ought to be in a position to deal with those 
except the men who have been in office for the 
last five years, or who can best show how 
the money has been spent? Those Civil servants 
have been working under us, and our opinion 
ought to be valued by any Government coming 
in, from the experience we have had ; and 
whether they adopt our opinion or not, they 
will be in a position to act upon it for the 
advancing or reducing of salaries. They ought to 
be grateful to us for giving them the opportunity. 
Now, sir, the motion made by the hon. member, 
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if anything at all, is simply absurd. The 
Estimates are printed now. The ordinary busi­
ness of the House cannot go on until those :Esti­
mates are referred to the Committee of Supply, 
and they cannot be referred to the Committee of 
Supply unless they are printed. But, as a 
matter of fact, they are printed, and everyone will 
know how that money is proposed to he spent. 
But even in spite of that they will know simply 
from the fact that the Auditor-General's report 
will show how the money has been spent ; and 
hon. members will find that we have kept faith 
with the House-that we have spent the money in 
accordance with the promise I gave the House­
that it should be on the basis of last year's Esti­
Inates, taking into due consideration the an1ount 
of extra business required to be done. \V e have 
acted not at all with the object of embarrassing 
the Government that shall succeed us, if we are 
to die; but have done everything we possibly 
could to further their labours and enable them 
to put the Estimates properly and judiciously 
before the House within a few weeks. On refer­
ring to the papers, I find that the hon. the leader 
of the Opposition has made a mistake. This 
motion deals simply with the Estimates-in-Chief. 

Question put. 
The PREMIER continued: Surely the hon. 

member, now that he sees he has made such an 
egregious blunder, is going to withdra\v his 
amelHlment. \Ve shoul<l be arrant cowm-ds if 
we did not bring clown those Estimates. They 
ure the ordinary Estimates for the year, uncl why 
does the hon. member not admit that he has 
macle a blunder and withclmw his amendment? 
Then he can make his speech when the next 
ntessage cmnes forward. 

The MINISTER :b'OR LAKDS (Hon. P. 
Perkins): Mr. Speaker,-If the hon. the leader 
of the Opposition persists in the motion he has 
made, I propose to read those Estimates. 

An HoNOU!lABLE ME~IBER : You want another 
week. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : I simply 
want to let the country know how it is proposed 
to distribute the surplus money that has accumu­
lated. I do not see what objeetion the hem. 
gentlemen can have to that. Is he afraid of any 
exposure? \Vhat is there in it that c>Ln be hurt­
ful or harmful to him? He must come over to 
these benches without any contrivance of ours, 
and when he gets in he will have to settle these 
matters. It can do no harm letting· the country 
know what these Estimates propoae. It is 
rather-in the face of the majority he has 
secured - I won't say by wh>Lt me:cns-like 
cowardice to be afraicl of having these Esti­
mates printed. I think, after the scene that 
occurred yesterday, the sooner we come to 
business the better, and the easiest and most 
expeditious way of getting to business is to let 
the Estimates be printed. I can ascmre the hon. 
gentleman that he has no chance of getting his 
motion carried as easily as he clicl the appoint­
ment of the Speaker yesterday, from the tone of 
and temper of the House. I am C[uite sure that, 
notwithstanding that hon. members oppo!Jite come 
here with a certain flush of victory, still the 
majority of them desire to see fair play. There­
fore I desire to acquaint you that I have no 
desire to delay business, but if the hon. gentle­
man persists in his resolution, I will rend the 
Estimates, which will be a rather tedious opera­
tion to take in hand. I will take my own time 
and my own way of doing it. 

An HmwuRABLE MlmBER: It may be yonr 
hst appearance. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : I do not 
care whether they are cattle-stealers or anybody 
else who interrupt me; they may just as ·well 

know that. Do I understand that the leader of 
the Opposition persists in his amendment? If 
so, I will read the Estimates. 

HoNOURAm,g l\11mmms of the Opposition: 
Hear, hear! 

The MI2S'ISTER FOR LANDS : As I am 
informed that theC[nestion will come up in another 
way, I will postpone reading the Estimates for 
the present. 

Question- That the words proposed to be 
omitted stand part of the question-put. 

The Honse divided:­
An:s, 19. 

Sir T. Jicllwrn;ith, )fe'-'-:rs. Chubb, I'erkins, Arc~hcr, 
3forchca<l, ~orton, Scott, Hamilton, 1Iacrol'i>~an. Bl:wk, 
Donaldson, Palmer, Jessop, Lalol', Cooper, Lis:-::ncr, 
J:t:c \Yhannel, Ferguson, and Stevens. 

~or;.-s 30. 
:vressrs. Grifiith, Miles, Ilorwitz, Aland, Brookcs. 

IsamlJert, Qa,rrick, Foote, Kate~. Jol'dan, Bneklantl, 
Salkeld, Bale, )fellor, Smyth, \Yhite, Slwridan, Dut.ton, 
Foxton, :I\'la.cfarlane, lligson, Grime.;;, Beattie, ::\:Ioreton, 
}1idgley, Hurley, Rut.ledge, Kellett, F1·ascr, and Bailey. 

Question resolved in the negative. 
The PREMIER: Can you tell me, Mr. 

Speaker, how these Estimates can be referred to 
Committee of Supply without being printed. I 
do not wish to press too hard on yonr inexperience 
of office, but perhaps you can tell ns the result of 
the very ingenious motion that has just been car­
rie<l with the object, according to the hon. mem­
ber, of preventing a hand tried to be perpetmterl 
on the Opposition ; but it was really a ]'lain, 
straightfonvard transaction. The Er-;tinutte:-; are 
pnt before the House in the or•linary w:ty, as lms 
been done hy 8\'ery preceding l\liniHtry on g-oing 
out of office. 'fhe ]!~~tinutte::; cannot go before 
Committee of Snpply without being printed, and 
the very ingenious amendment CtLrriecl by the 
leader of the Opposition is that they shall not be 
printed. They are actually printed at the 
present moment. 

JIIIr. GRIFFITH: The Premier knows very 
well that the object of the amendment is th>Lt the 
Estimate' shall not be printed tmcl circulated. 

The PREMIER : Then yonr speech was on 
the wrong nwtion. 

Mr. GRIFFITH: The hon. gentleman 
knows too much. I am perfectly aware of 
what I a1n doing. I an1 not, of courRe, 
:<ware of the nature of thi;; manifesto, but 
I have great reason to believe that it cont:Lins 
much that a new Government would not be will­
ing to accept. It is quite unusual for a Govern­
ment to bring down the Estimates on the first 
day of a Resf.3ion, the ordinary course heing first 
to constitute the Committee of Supply, which has 
not yet been done. In every respect the Govern­
rnent are departing frorn constitutional usage, 
and under circumstances that may, at any rate, 
cause embarrassment to their successors. Only 
on one occasion-and that was not the occasion 
to which the Premier referred-has an expiring 
Government sent clown Estimates. That was 
in 1874, and the result was that the next time 
the House met the Governor sent down another 
message that they should be returned to him. 
Those Estimates were sent clown simply for the 
purpose of facilitating the business of the House, 
and the then Government did it at the request 
of their successors. 

Question-That the meqsage be referred to 
the Committee of Supply-put and passed. 

The SPEAKER announced that he had re­
ceived a mess>Lge from His Excellency the 
Governor, transmitting Estimates for special ap­
propriations out of the Surplus Revenue :b'und. 

The PREMIER : I move th>Lt the mP,sage 
be printed, and referred to the Committee of 
Supply. 



12 11£essageg jrorn His [ASSEMBLY.] Excellenc,y the Governo1•. 

Mr. GRIFFITH : I rise to move the adjourn­
ment of this debate. There is no necessity to 
refer those Estimates to the Committee of Supply 
at the present time. If they went before the Coni­
mittee of Supply they could not under any cir­
cumstances cmne under consideration fol' nu:tny 
weeks to come. It will, therefore, be better to 
adjourn the debate, as the message will then be 
in our hands in case it should happen that the 
Estimates are ever rertuired by this House. I 
need hardly sny tlmt it is a highly undesirable 
and improper thing for the Government, in their 
present position, to desire to circulate and pub­
lish a~ an adverti..,ernent or a rnanifesto the 
manner in which they propose to appropriate five 
or six hundred thousand pounds of the public 
funds. I do not wonder at some members of 
the Governrnent proposing to do such a thing, 
but I do wonder tlmt some other members should 
allow themselve>< to be letl into such a course. It 
is entirely unprecedented m1d unconstitutional, 
a.nd can serve no useful conKtitntional purpo:-;e, 
Under the circnmstances, I think it would be 
better to adjourn the delmte, and if that motion 
is carried the debate can be resumed thh; day 
week or fortnight. 

The l'RKJ\HER: Had the arlvice just given 
cmne frorr1 ::tny other ruau on the Oppo8ition side, 
I lJerhapH n1ight h::tve given sorne consideration 
to it ; but con~ing, af:i it does, frmn the hon. 
leader of the Opposition, who himself perpetra­

·ted the most outrageous obstruction of constitu­
tional governn1ent in this colony when he 
remained in office in 1878 until the very time 
when the money was all expended, and then came 
down \Vith a rnost glorious literary n1auifesto 
or advertisement, as he call>< it, two months 
after his Government were defeated, I cannot 
UlHlerstanrl the audacity of the hon. member in 
offering it. He presu1ne8 to give ad vice to rne 
not to come forward and let the country know 
what we propose to clo simply beca1me he has 
got'" majority at hi>< hack. I will let the coun­
try know what we propose to do, and I have a 
much better right to do so bemtuse I have h>td a 
rnuch greater hand in bringing the country into 
its present state of prosperity than any other 
hon. member. I propose to let the country 
know how we shonltl have spent the money which 
we have saved. \Ve have clone well. \Vo cmue 
into office \V hen there was a l:1rge (leficit, anrl. in 
~pite of the ol>struction of the Oppo:<ition we 
worked through timeH of the greatest difficulty, 
niHl got rid of that deficit. 'l'he obHtruction of 
the OppoRition was carried on clay after day, 
week after week, in onler to force us to tax the 
people of the colony for the purpose of g·etting 
over that deficit. \Vhat did I then do? I tlid 
not ca\·e in to the Opposition; I stuck to the 
helm. In spite of the obstruction of the Oppo­
sition, and of their continual reiteration that 
nothing except additional taxation would suffice, 
I stuck to my determination that there should 
be no additional taxation, and now what is the 
result? There is no deficit, and, after paying all 
the debts of the colony, we have to-day £GVI,OOO 
of surplus. That is the money we have saved, 
and leave to them; and now they come forward 
and say we should not even whisper what, if 
the good government in><tituted by us were to 
continue, we should have done with it. I intend 
to let the country know exactly what we ><houlcl 
have done. \Ve have the honour, though 
no\~ proba~ly in the minority, of h>tving, 
agmnst an nnn1ense a.mount of unpopularity, 
initi<tted local self-government in this colony. 
The hon. member, when a member of the last 
Government, avoided the question by bringing in 
a Bill which he never harl the courage to put 
into operation. He left that hardest task to Lm. 
\V e f;wed the unpopularity of the measure, and 
we actually taxed the people, according to the 

ideas of the Opposition, for the purpose of putting 
it in force. But the apparent additional taxation 
which we put on was really no taxation at all. 
All the money spent predou><ly on ro;,ds and 
b1·idges had been spent by the central Government, 
and the effect of the initation of self-government 
was this, that the people who actnally paid the 
money had the power of spending in their own 
districts money which before they had paid into 
the general revenue. \V e were honnded down 
because we put on this so-called additionnl tax­
ation, but we went through and made lncal self­
goverruuent an actua.l success. Having sue. 
ceedecl in doing this, having ourselves seen smne 
defects in the Act which we pas.,ed and put into 
operation, and having succeeded in n1aking a 
surplus in the revenue by which we could 
tide over some of the difficulties connected 
with the Act, I think we are the most 
legitimate advisers of this Houso on a subject 
of this kind. Being tho authors of the Act, 
and having ::;ucceedecl in rnn,king a surpln:-:; by 
which the defects in the Act can be cured, 
we are surely the most experienced ancl best 
advisers that could come forward. As the late 
Treasurer, therefore, and Premier of the colony, 
I claim the right of saying that the money so 
saved should be spent in one particular way, and 
the way in which I proposed that it should be 
exp<mded is this : I propose that for the repairs 
of bridges in the different divisions £50,000 
be spent ; that for new bridges over the JYiary 
River at JYiaryborough, over the Bt1rnett Hiver 
at Bnndaberg, over the Pioneer liiver at J\{ackay, 
over Ros' Creek at Town8ville, and over the 
Annan River, near Cooktown, £1.50,000 be ,cpent. 
On the next item I may mention that a report has 
been made by a commission which w>ts appointed 
to inquire into the working of our railways, 
and \Ve propose to make very large re-a.rrange­
ments with regard to the railway workshops. 
l<'or the purpose of shifting those w<:>rkshops to 
\Voollongabba we propose that .£50,000 be spent. 
Having been the authors of local self-govern­
ment in this country, having presided [tt it.­
birth, anclluwing seen it well matured, we claim 
also the privilege of letting the country know 
why we oon><ider that that principle should he 
very much extemled. I know very well what 
the fault of all Liberal Government>< in this 
country has been. Their fault has been thnt as 
soon as they got the money in their hands they 
became fools. They spent! it injudicion><ly, m 1< l 
bring the colony into difficulties which may 
po><sihly lead to disnHter. 'l'hnt haB always been 
the failing of Libeml Governments, and they hav•' 
always g'OllB ont when they saw clifficulties in the 
'l'reasnry. I do not leave the Trea><ury with 
any difficulties: there is any amount of money 
there; and I propose to give this present 'Parlia­
ment some sound arl vice so ns to put checks on 
the expenditure of the Government. \Vhen the 
old roach and bridge~ rt\rtime waH in force, and 
the hon. member for Ipswich (Mr. Foote)--

An Ho~OUBABLE ME~IBEB: Bundanb>t. 

The PREMIER : They are one "bunch" ; 
it does not matter. vVhen the Ipswich bunch 
had the command of the Government, and con­
sequently of the Estimates, money was spent 
there lavishly. \Vhy, half the population lived on 
the Government, and he was thought to bo et 
guocl member who always made a point of 
lavishly providing for whole families. 'rhat sort 
of thing, of courSMo, could not last, because there 
were so many other parts of the colony which 
wished to become just as Ipswich was; they 
wanted some of the loaves and fishes. There­
fore, when J\Ir. King beca,me :Minister for 
\Vorks, and attempted to treat Ravenswood and 
the Palmer and other districts as Ipswich had 
been treated, it Wil.S found that the money was 
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gone. That sort of thing has always brought 
the I,iberal p:wty to grief. I propose now to 
further extend the principle in the Divisional 
Boards Act by spending the n,mount of money 
that iB expended at present on the rivers n,nd 
harbours of the colony by Act of Pn,rliament, 
n,nd through the means of bmtrds instead of by 
votes of this HOtme. X o one will for a moment 
deny the good tlmt loc:1l self-government ha.-; 
done ; \Ve seo it in 1nunicipttlities and in the 
different divisions of the colony. Even the most 
Yiolent opponent of the Act, who is, I believe, 
the hon. member for l:hmdn,nbn (~Ir. Foote)--

::\Ir. ]<'OOTE: The bmcnls never built a bridge 
yet. 

'L'he PREMIER: 'L'he most violent opponents 
nf the Act lmve ndmitte<l the immense amount 
of good that it hn,s done ; a,nd I am satisfied tlmt 
nine-tenths of the member>; of this House, :>nd 
nine-tenths of the intelligent people of the colony, 
believe thn,t it is "' good Act. The principle is 
Ronnd, because you give the supervision of the 
expenditure of the money raised in the different 
districts to the people themselves. Tax>etion is 
not irwrettsed; tlutt is the ~;une as before. I don't 
sny that there is nn additional mnount of money 
raised ; hut eYen though the amount is the same, 
the advantage is that the money is spent by men 
'vho are intere-.;ted in its econornical ex1)enditure, 
hecause it is part of their own money. \Ve intend, 
therefore, to a,pply this principle to the different 
harbours nnd rivers of the colony by the estn,h­
lislnuent of harbour trusts. In order to do that, 
we propose to do what we did in initiating local 
Nelf-go\'ernment umler the Divisional Boards 
Act: we will grant"' subsidy, and in that way 
we propose to dispose of £GO,OOO, part of the 
surplus which has accrued up to the 30th ,June 
last. \Vhen the Bill to estnblish these trusts 
is brought forward, I sha,ll be prepa,red to 
go a.t greater length into an explanation of their 
opern,tion. It is quite enough now to say 
thnt we have, with the object of establishing 
these trusts, got over the initia,tory difficulty : 
that is to say, we have a certain an1ount of nwney 
for the purpose ot starting them. The Opposi­
tion do not like the country to see what we are 
doing ; hut, >es I said before, who hn ve a better 
right to submit a proposn,l for the disposal of the 
surplus than those who made it? \V e had n 
surplus of £310,000 on the 30th .Tune htst. The 
other day, when I made inquiry n,t the Treasury 
for information for His ]~xcellenoy for his 
8peech, I found tha,t the surplus was £691,000. 
Probably it is a little more now, a,nd there may 
be £700,000 in the Treasury. That is "' state 
of things which has never been seen in the 
colony before. Any generous opponent would 
grant us Rmne meed of praise for \Vhat we have 
done. \Ve have managed the finances of the 
colony in such "' way as to lm Ye mised the colony 
out of difficulties. vVe have cn,rried it through 
perilous times, ltnd we leave the finances in the 
best position they ever were. Considering the 
revenue of the colony, considering the sources 
from which the revenue hn,s been raised, I say 
tha,t it contmsts hvourahly with any stntement 
thn,t has ever been laid before a Legisla,ture in 
any colony. I do not think there is "' single 
colony that has ever n,t this time of the 
financial yea,r shown, in proportion to its 
general revenue, the in1mense a1nount of surpluR 
that we have got. I know very well that in 
New South Wales at one time there wn,s an 
extraordi1mry amount of money occasionally 
coming into the Treasury from l:1rge land sn,les; 
hut New South \V a,les hnd to suffer for tha,t, and 
I do not t11ink it was any record of the progr~.,.s 
of the colony. \Ve ha,ve not sold nnything like 
the a,monnt nf la,nd we were a,uthoriserl by P>tr!i,c­
ment to sell. \Ve could ha,ve sold a. grea,t deal 

more, and thus increa,sed the btclance very con­
sidernhly ; hut we have a,ctually sold less than 
a,ppearerl in the Budget speech of my friend last 
year, and yet we hn,ve a surplus of £700,000. I 
think that; is something to boast of ; and I 
think, besides that, we have to remind gentle­
men who are so anxious to jun1p into our 
shoes that they will get in in much easier times 
than when \Ve got in; but we, broug-ht to our 
work nt th;tt time .~tout hearts a,nd strnng-lmnrls, 
11nd we succeeded in pulling through our diffi­
culties. I a,rn rt:-3tnni~hcd, on ro~tding- the paper:-5 
which rt<prt::Hont the Oppnt::.ition, as l rlo now, to 
find that they are already in n funk about the 
]Jmlition of the colony. JJet anyone, Hir, road 
the articles written by yourself, for instance, in 
the Toolcoombn Chronicle, and alw the mticles 
that ha,ve n,ppeared. in the Telertmph, a,nd what 
will they nnd ?-tha,t, notwithstnnding that the 
people are r nshing into the colony in a wa,y they 
never did before--

:Mr. GAl~RICK: And out of it. 

The PlUDHER : Notwithstnnding the fa,ct 
tha,t people are rushing into the colony in a wa,y 
they never <lid before; notwithstanding the fn,ct 
that men are being employed a,t mtes of W>eges 
which have been sustained a,ll through, n,nd 
which were never higher in the colony thnn at 
the present time ; notwithstanding the fact tha,t 
there are districts exceeding more than ha,lf the 
colony when lrthour cannot he got even at the 
extr~wrdina1y rate of "rages that is being offered; 
-notwithst .nding, I say, all these facts, we find 
that there i' a snrplus in the Trensury, and 
things are going in a way that has never 
been seen before, so far a,s the tmdcsmen 
of Brisbane n,ncl other places n,re concerned. 
Business is profit:1ble at the present time. Do 
we find the merchants calling out ? Do we find 
the retail shopkeepers, the trarlesmen, or the 
labourers calling out? No. 'rhe only thing I 
lmve heard ha,s been the cry of employers for 
aclclitional la,hourers. I should think that is a 
sign of incree1sed prosperity in the colony, nncl 
the other side should not get faint-hearted when 
they conre in with such a surplus. The hon. 
member for nioretnn (nir. Garrick), in reply to 
the rernark that innnigrants are con1ing in in 
numbers never before equalled, said, " Y '"'' and 
going out." I deny that statement. \Vhen_ ~he 
hon. member and the leader of the Oppos1twn 
left office men were flocking from eYery part of 
the colony, a,nd the GoYernment would have been 
gbd to have pnid the passages of those men !Jut 
for slmme, because they would ha,ve sta,rverl had 
they rema,ined. \Vhen there is such an immense 
amount of immigration there is hound to he a 
certain number come in fraudulently, and some 
time ago the Government used every endeavour 
to convince the Opposition tlmt the Immigmtion 
Act did not provide the means of preventing 
frauds in the way of false nominations, and men 
cmning out without any intention of residing 
in the colony ; hut the Opposition >et that time, 
assisted by a number of members on the Govern­
ment side, from a sort of pseudo-philanthropy 
towards those poor servant-girls and others who 
should not, if they could help it, be ourbecl in 
their attempts to obtain pa,ssnges fmudulently­
the Opposition succeeded in putting· out the only 
cln,nses in the Bill by which I could possibly 
have punished people for getting money pn,id for 
their passages and then leaving the colony. J:Gven 
if more were lea,ving the colony the onus woulcl 
lie with the other side of the House, but I deny 
that they n,re lea,ving. No matter whn,t pena,l 
cbuscs are inserted in an Act, a certa,in number 
of men will always try to get out on the eh en pest 
terms ; a,nd I used the best efforts I could to 
restrict the number th>et cctme out fmudulentl:v, 
but wa,s deba,rred from doin;:; so by the Opposi· 
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tion unanimously voting against the penal clauses 
n,nd striking them out of the Bill. 'l'hey n,re 
frightened at the state of things. They do not 
know how they are going to provide work for 
the irrnnigrants con1ing'" out at the present 
time. It is amusing to look at the differ­
ent phn,ses of opinion on the immigration 
'lUestion during the elections. \Vhen the}' com­
mencoJ, things looked 'luite ros~- in the opinion 
of the leaders of the Opposition-their opinions 
are very well expressed in the Tcleun<ph news­
paper. At that time it seemed that sufficient 
employment would be found for the immigrants 
coming to the colony. There was a rush of 
people from the country to take people from 
every ship, and no doubt it was a matter of self­
congratulation to the members opposite, then 
before their constituents, that they had helped 
to bring about that state of things. No Govern­
ment hn,d ever been so determined in carrying 
out an immigration policy as thoy, and they 
'wtually proposed to bring out 20,000 immigrnnts 
n year. And whn,t clid the hon. member for 
North Drisbane Uo? l-Ie wa.~ not goin:; to allow a, 
card of this ,,ort to be played without brindng 
nut another one to top it. He said, "\Vhy 
20,000 ! I will bring uut 40,000." 

Mr. GlUFJ<'ITH: I never said anything of 
the kind, and you know it. 

The PUE::\UBR : He said, "I'll bring out 
40,000;" but the 'l'eler;raph Baid, "This won't 
do: 40,000 in1n1igrants a year! Let us get back 
to common sense." The Tele!fmph brought the 
hon. member for North Brisbane hack to com­
mon sense pretty soon, and told him thi,; sort of 
thing would never do. Other people said, " It 
is bad enough for ::Yicllwmith to bring out 20,000 
a year, because at that rate he will swamp the 
country, let alone Griffith with his 40,000." In 
the course of a few weeks he (Mr. Griffith) 
explained that if he got into power and remained 
there sufficiently long to carry out his measures 
he would make such sweeping changes, and pass 
such seduct.ive land laws, that people from the 
other colonies and from all the countries of the 
world would arrive voluntarily at some future 
time at the rate of 40,000 a year. Could any­
thing he more ridiculous than that? And when 
he commenced to turn tail and get funky, of 
course all his followers did the same ancl began 
to cry out against white hn1nigration. 

HoXOC!L\BLE :Jib:mlEI!s of the Oppo;,;ition : Xo! 

The PJ~E::\IIBR : I claim great praise for 
having dealt manfully with the white immigmtion 
'luestion. Those on the other side said, " This 
is a diabolical measure for the purpose of swamp­
ing the colony at the time these poor devils are 
coming into office." \Vhat possible reason have 
they for jumping to a conclusion of that kind? I 
believe myself that had proper means been used 
I would have had a majority in this House. 
I worked all through believing and knowing 
that I would be returned-not wishing it on 
account of considerations of my own-believing 
with confidence that we would he returned at 
the head of the polls. But the hon. member 
says we knew we were going out, and that 
it has been our object to put difficulties in 
his way. It has never been any trouble to me 
tu dispose of the labour that ani ved, and I 
deny that in11nigrants have been going to the 
f1onthern colonie~ in any nnn1ber. There 1nay be 
rhiblcts going, mu1 there ah\ a.ys are sun1e going 
tu Xew Engbnd in the summer time; lmt that 
we are losing in the fluctuation to ~tncl fro is not 
cc•rrect. \Ve ne\-er lmd the slighteBt. trouble in 
:-:l.)Cjng that the in1n1ihrants '" e1·e rn·o, ide<l for~ 
~t,nd if the prct-ent Unvern1ncnt were to ren.>.ain in 
r• l'l/81' they \1/(.-'U~d D(Ji, hasc fJJG :-Ji~hte~.t trouble 
in Lhtlr mind <> to how the hun;ry •1pplicant 

for work could be met. The hon. member need 
not be afraid to bring out hnmigrants as long as 
the colony continues in its present state. \V ages 
were never higher in the colony than they are at 
the present time in the Western districts, and the 
demand for labour is greater there than ever it 
was before. All that is re'luired is a judicious 
Colonial Secretarv, who will take care to see that 
the supply in the different ~laces is E'l';'alis~d. 
I think my statement to th1s effec! w1ll g1ve 
satisfaction to the country. I believe myself 
that it is a mere party dodge for the members 
on the other side to cry down the Government 
for ha vino- brouo-ht the country into bad times. 
The country is 1~ot in bad times : so far as. its 
name is concerned, it is good ; so far as cap1~al 
is concerned, it is goo~ also ; and ~o far as 1ts 
revenue is concerned 1t never was m so prosper­
ous a condition. If' there is any doubt in the 
minds at all of some people in the colony, it is a 
doubt of what is going to result f1:om the change 
that seems tn he inevitable. That 1s the doubt. If 
the people of the colony, and if the peopl~ of the 
neighhonriu~ colonies undcrt'3tood that a tirru and 
tried (}overnment that would not tamper for party 
purposes with the big industries. of the colony 
were to have settled power here, tnnes would he 
infinitely better for the. wnrl~ing classes than 
they are even now, and thatJs sa ymg a gr_eat deal: It 
is a doubt that the hon. member and h1s satellites 
lmve manaued to inspire into the people of the 
colony that has made things . so very doubtful 
to capitali,;ts in the South and m B_ngland. ~h.e 
hon. member has made very considerable ~:hfti­
culties for himself during the recent electwns. 
I have been in Parliament for a great many 
years, and I have never seen an electio? fought 
out on such low principl<'s as the electwns that 
have just been concluded. The number of 
falsehoods that have been deliberately told by 
the leader of the Opposition with regard to the 
public men of this colon_Y is une'lualled !n an.Y 
political contest. Public men. are put m th1s 
position that they canno~ refute 1t. They can';lot 
go about the constituenCies of the colO';lY refntmg 
the different lies that are told agamst them. 
They must remain and allov': their pnr.e Ii ves to 
be exposed to the frightful he~ toldagams~ th~m. 
I believe myself that there wrll be a r~tnbutwn 
that will come upon the hon. member lumself for 
theliesthathe has fnstered throughout the colony. 
He h:ts not only o;tid nntrne thing-s, hut he has 
led people to Lelieve those tl~ing·s that !1e did 
not believe to be true, and winch from hiS own 
knowleclo-e he must have known to be untrue. I 
will take" an example, and this is one that ref~~red 
to myself : The hem. leader of the Oppos1twn, 
at a ban'lnet at Ipswich the other night, by 
inuendo led the people at Ipswich, because they 
cheered vociferously, to believe that I was myself 
connected with the British-India Company. 

Mr. G RIFFITH : I did not. 

The MIXISTBR J<'OR LANDS : You did. 

The PREMIER : Anyone who read that 
speech could see that the cheers referred to one 
thin~ that would prove that I myself was one of 
that" company. It was proved, in addition, by 
the fact that the Press-even your own paper, 
sir, for you were in the secret yourself-you 
kne\v everything tlw.t was taking place \Vith 
regard to the foul vituperation tlutt had been 
hurled upon the Government, you know per­
fectly well the stories :md fnbles that have been 
told "ag-ainst them, and know perfectly well as a 
prebsman th:ct they were not true ;-you knew at 
the time you were saying thcm.th,,t they wen1 no~ 
true-- that they were lll'tde tm· Lhc J•m·pnsc nf 
u~i·;\eadin;-, tl~e. pedplc 1 tLncl yet, likt~ t~1e 1;*c\et' 
oi the Oppc1 ltW!!, Y'Ju trlcour~~{~ed t:hPl_:n. la.::ce 
thi, part!c-nlar c!Mrge, that I am connected with 
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the British-India Company. \Ve mttde that 
bargain with the British-India Company, and it 
was ratified by thb House. 

HONOL'RABLE MEMBERS of the Opposition : 
No, no! 

The PREMIEll: It was ratified by this 
House. I never knew, except on the presump­
tion that the six men who signed the contract 
on behalf of the company were shareholders, 
who were shareholders in that company or 
interested in it. I have no knowledge in the 
world of a single individual, living or dead, 
who has now, or ever had, a share in the British­
India Company. There is no relation of mine 
that I know, and I am perfectly satisfied I 
would know if there was. So far as I know, 
there is no relation, or friend, or acquaint­
ance of mine in this world, or has been for the 
last five years, who has the slightest interest in 
the British-India Company. I utter the same 
denial to the statement that has been alleged 
a:;a,inHt tne that those large irrnnigrant r-;teatnNhips 
tlmt come out are owned by me or my friends. 
I do not knuw the owner:-, ; I neYcr knew 
tile owners. I have no interest 1upmlf, 
mul I never ha<l, and never intend to have; 
and I never gave the slightest occasion to 
mortal man, or to the coarse, foul minds of the 
men who edit the 1'ele{f}'((ph, to conKider for a 
moment that I have any interest in it at all. 
I could go over a great many more scandals 
that were put about at the last general election 
in the same way. It was the foul language 
of those who circulated the slanders that is 
demoralizing the electors. The more they make 
the electors believe in such things the lower they 
make the status of these men. I have no doubt 
that the false stories that have been circulated 
with regard to my Ministry and myself have had 
the effect of lowering the character of the 
Opposition. I can ~ee the smug face of the hon. 
member for Kennedy: he is another example. 
If there is one quality for which that hon. 
member is celebrated it is his length of tongue. 
No one could give him credit for judgment. But 
hiK tongue has <lualifications w hi eh come pro­
minently before the colony. That man used 
to preach the Gospel of Christ, and was 
p~Cid many thousands to do so by a church, 
and one of the best churches, too, in the colony. 
One must respect the church, at ttny rate. One 
wonltl think that the hon. member, haYing 
preached concerning the Hinth cmnnutndu1ent 
antl explained it in all its details, would never 
dream of telling a falsehood as against his 
neighbour. He went up to the Kennedv and 
told the people there that if I was not a member 
of the transcontinental syndicate I would be as 
soon as I got it through. 

Mr. RUTLEDGE: It is true. 

The PRKMIER : I say it is one of the most 
barefaced lies that was ever uttered. I sa.y 
it is a barefaced falsehood. I say there was never 
the slightest intimation that might have come 
to tlmt gentleman's knowledge; there was never 
any fact that might have come to his knowledge 
that might have led him to believe that I had ever 
anything to do with that company. I will chal­
lenge him to prove it. If the hon. member is satis­
fied in repeating to me that it is true, I hope he 
will be prepared to come forward and show that he 
has reasonable grounds for conRidering it war; so. 
That is the lettst to be sttid, becanse, when the 
ninth commandment says "Thou ,,Jmlt not bear 
fa.lse \Yitnes"' again::-_;t thy neighbour/' it does not 
l!lean that you are to act in this way-on the 
)'rinciple the hnn. member acted npnn. He 
reeei\'ed informa.tion, perhaps, fnnu tlw pro­
nrietm of the 'i'deumpil, that I wao conneckd 
with the r-;yndicate--

Mr. RU'l'LEDGJ~: I said you would be; not 
that you were. 

The PllE~TIER : Immecliately the hon. mem­
ber rushes off and tells the people, "I have 
it on authority that the Premier is a member 
of the svndicate, or if not he will be," while 
the infoi·uwtion he goes on is that of the 
lying scoundrel who invented it. Xow, who 
is the worst, the man who in vented the 
scandal or the cowardly scoundrel who went 
abont promulgating it? That is what the hon. 
member did. He ran about rampant ; ho trod 
under foot and tore to tatters the ninth com­
rnandnlent all the ti1ne he \Vas running about 
canva:;,Ring the l(ennedy. He is too good a n1an 
to go and drink strong spirits, but men of that 
sort get drunker on soda-water than another 
man would on any amount of spirits. 

J\Ir. llUTLEDGE: He doesn't break the 
seventh very often. 

The PH.KI\IIEH : Tlmt man has occnpiecl 
the position of '" Christian te;wher, lms 
gone into the pnlpit to tell people wlmt they 
sbonl<l and what thoy slwuld not tlo, 
:md drawn clistinctions between all the dif­
ferent ways in which the ninth commandment 
could be broken ; aud yet he went up, and on 
his own mere fancy invented the most diabolical 
lies against his opponents. I here give the 
challenge to him, as I do to his le:tder <<nd hon. 
members opposite. They think they are going 
to discover an iminense mnount of secretH ; but 
the (~overmnent have <tone nothing that they are 
not quite prepared to acknowledge and defend 
in the House. They fancy they are going to 
find out a. great deal about the falsehoods that 
httve been promulgated by lying scoundrels in 
the northern portions of the colony, and in the 
southern districts too. 

The MINISTER :FOR LANDS: And the 
western too. 

The PRK:\IIER : The Government are going 
ont perfectly satisfied that they have done right. 
There has not been a tran,;action with which 
they have been connected that they hnve not 
been willing and anxiouR to give every infonna~ 
tion upon to the House. There is no ma,tter 
with which they have been connected that they 
do not leave behind the fullest information on ; 
and if there is the slightest feeling of gentlemanly 
cmHlnct and honour in the Gon.n·n1nent who will 
sncceecl ns, they will have to acknowletlge tlu~t 
they have used vile means to traduce then· 
opt;onents befOI'e they had actually given up their 
seats. I know quite well that the Government are 
likely to be defeated on this motion. I know 
also that there is a design in so doing, and that 
is that the Opposition are by this means pre­
venting the Government from putting their 
views before the country. I have therefore, 
before sitting clown, to state my reasons, and I 
will do so in a very short time, why we have met 
the House and why we did not resign. I have 
been satisfied for the last month that we have 
been defeated. Although I did not know what 
kind of Government would follow us, or how long 
it was likely to last, I felt perfectly satisfied that 
we wet·e doomed. But it was another thing 
altogether to· tender our immediate resignation. 
I intimated to the House, sir, when I asked 
for £500,000, that I would meet Parliament 
early in November: I said, in fact, tlutt it 
would be al10ut the middle of Xovember. .lt 
was my intention all through tu l!leet the Htmse 
un the 13th J'\ovemher, but for reasons connected 
with the arrival of the CoYernor we met on the 
7th. \V c cnnld nnt vo~~ibly ha Ye 1net it:5oouel'<twl 
ke~_~t fajth with the mernben-: 'vho \V8re "{.,.tndin;-: 
in (•Ur interm;t \'· ] t wonhl hu;ve been a. vile 
breach of faith with them. I could neYer have 
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Hairl. ono word in defence of meeting before the 
:~Oth October, when the Cook election was to be 
decided. \Vhy, we should have been nmuingaw:ty 
and leaving men to fight the battle of the l\linistry. 
It would be like a gnneral retreating frmn the 
field and lmwing his soldiers behind him. I do 
110t care whnt hon. 1nmnherH oppoRite 1nay ~ay, 
1 would never h:we done it. T stuck to my office 
llnUJ 1 ~i'LW lll81U1lers were either vktoriow-; or 
d•~rl~;1,Le1l; and then, ~"d1e11 the la~t election c::tlne 
<>lr, f wac; pt·epared to meet the House at the 
earlie:-;t poHHible lllOllll'llt. [ have lor-;t no tin to ; 

and, :-;o f:n· frotH there 1 1eing any d_e:-;ire on the p~tl't 
of the UoYern1nent to retain office, they would 
like to have been out of it months ago. But I 
am prepared to give my services to the country 
yet, ancll have not the slightest doubt, from the 
weakm•s,; betrayed by the leader of the Opposition 
up to the present tim~, that I will have the ovpor­
tunity again; and onr career 'vhile in Oppn~ition 
will not be clmracterised by obstruction. It will 
he characterised by keen criticism of what the 
Governn1ent do, and by a::;sisting then1 in their 
work when we consider it is for the ad\antageofthe 
colony. I think obstruction is about the coarse't 
weapon we could pos,dbly use, and I luve never 
heen an advocate, but always an opponent of it. 
I do not think the next Government will be 
troubled very much with th01t, but they will have 
the assistance of the Opposition whenever we 
consider their n1easnres tend to good government. 
But I have to warn the hon. gentleman from the 
effects of his ]l<)licy in carrying out the elections. 
I have to guard hin1 against smne n1en 'vhn 
have been elected on his side, and who I 
am sure are to be suspected. They are men 
who have been traitors to us and will be traitors 
to him. If those men are at all in his J\!Iinibtry 
or in his party there will be dishonesty in the 
Government. That I know from facts that have 
actually occurred. If he manages to get rid of this 
di,;honest element he may be able to carry on, but 
in the meantime we know very little of what he 
intends to do. His extraordinary gyrations on the 
L:mcl f[Uestion have excited surprise not only in 
(~ueenslancl but alw in the other colonies. Com­
rrl8ncing by trying to turn nnt the (i-ovennnent 
on the Transcontinental Railway by means nf 
the syrnpn,thy of the squatter,;, he would 
not admit of the bnd being t:tken from 
them. Then he gradually went on. :md the next 
phase of it was that he "-ould give them per­
manent lease' ; but when we got the detaib it 
came to be 'lnite a different thing-he would 
make one man pay incre::toed rent and let the 
squatter remain on the same terms ao before. Then 
he made another effort, and now I mn in as great 
a fog aH to what he moano as he is himself. I 
will not pursue that snbject further. I am 
perfectly satisfied that he has not the slightest 
idea himself of what he intends to propose. 
At all events, I am satisfied that he will get very 
generous aid from this side in enabling him to 
make up his mind. \Ye will not grudge hirn the 
titner as long- as he Hho\YS something of modesty. 
\V c have no intentitl<1 of prolonging the debate, 
and it is evidently the intention of the Oppooi­
tion to shelve a discussion on the matters put 
before UN. Our policy-which I ha Ye no doubt 
will, to a great extent, be acted upon by our suc­
ceHsorH-,vill corne on for discu::;l:5ion at a future 
time. There is one matter, however, that must 
be attended to before long, and that is the gross 
blunder perpetrated by that hon. member who 
is so jubilant to-day, the hon. member for More­
ton. \Vhen the Stock Inscription Act was passed 
last year, a proviso was inserted in it by 
that hon. member limiting our power to make 
an agreernent with a bank fnr more than three 
ye:tro. I pointed out at the time thn,t a proviso 
;,f that kind would prevent our puttin;.: the 
Inscription of Stock in the hands of the Bank of 

England. However, I was at the mercy of the 
House at that time, and the proviso was 
inserted. The result c~tme out exactly as I fore­
told. 'l'he Bank of :En[.?;land were masters of 
the situation, and they said, "IV e will take the 
inHcriptinn of your Htock, but we inHiHt ou tl1e 
]J:Lyment of £1,000 per £1,000,000 for the transfer 
of 'the stock at the end of three year.>." \Ve 
were en111pletely at their Incrcy, and 've had 
actnn.lly, therefore, to cmwede the pcdnt antl 
:tr.;ree to their tet'lliN. After tlmt the l>nnd­
h'oldcrs themselYcs snid, "Ko, we will not 
consent to the inscription of stock. which is 
liable to he removed from the Bank of :Enghtnd ; 
we will not consent to those terms, and the 
proviso Immt be repealed." That is the intima­
tion given to us by the bondholders il_>. 1'~~1g-land. 
\Vhatever the House does, therefore, It will have 
to pass rtn r\_ct re~cinding that proviso ; and 
~wcordingly '" Bill to that effect has been pro­
posed and will be duly laid before the House. I 
have nothing more to say on this occasion. I 
think it would have redounded more to the 
credit of the hon. member if he had seen his way 
to allow his followers to express their opinions 
on the questions that have been put before them 
by the Government at the present time. 
It would have been far better to have allowed 
the Government to brin!r forward their 
mea,;ures in the usual way,~ and then to have 
put them out on a vote of want of confidence. 

1\Ir. G"\.llRICK: I do notlmow that we have 
hettrd the last dying speech from Sir Thomas 
:VIcilwmith. Ko doubt we shall have two or 
three more from the hon. member. I should 
not perhaps have risen on this occasion but 
for hio reference to the Stock Inscription Act 
\Vhen that rnea"'1re was before the House last 
;;e-sHinn, if there 'va::; one thing 1nore prorrlinent 
than another it was that the Government them­
selYes did not understand the principles of the 
Bill they were introducing. That, I think, he­
crLn1e clear during the discussion upon it. That 
Bill sought to allow the Government to hand 
over the whole of the banking business of the 
colony to any bank th<Lt they might think fit 
that carried on business in }~ngland, for any 
length of time. ·when the Bill was before the 
House an objection was taken to it that, from 
onr experience of what the Govern111ent 'vere 
capable nf doing, that wn,s an extretnely danger­
ous power tu entrust to them. \V e knew what 
they had done already with the Government 
ba~k, and knew from other matters what 
they were capable of doing. IV e were, therefore, 
unwilling to entrust them with so large a power. 
So discredited were the Government at that 
time in the House and in the colony that 
we insisted that unless they mentioned in 
the Bill the Bank of England, or a hank such 
as the London and \Vestminster, we would not 
give them the powE'r to make such an agree­
ment as was proposed. I am extremely glad 
that that proviso was inserted. I am glad 
of it because we have now got an agree­
ment with the Bank of England ; and all 
that the Bank of England wants is that the 
agreement shall extend to the year l!)H5-in 
other words, during all the currency of the 
debentnrr-s put on the market in l\Tay last. 
How dangerous it would have been to have 
entrusted the Government to make such an 
agreement with their present bank-the Bank 
of (lneensland-extending to I915 ! The Bill 
included more than the inscription of stock. 
If it had only included that there would not 
ha\'e been so much in it; but it included the 
aeneral banking busineRs in London, and it gave 
the G overnmCilt the power to give that to their 
own bank for the period named. I am extremely 
glnd, 1 say, that that proYiso was nmde, and that 
we have driYen the GoYernment to make an 
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a~;ITE11lenL with the B:tnk of Eng-htncl. 1-[owevcr 
;1,fraid we 1nigltt ha.ve lmcn of f-iOllle l1ank.-;, we 
h;cve ;cL all events got a llctnk with which it is 
t--.:tfe to untke :-tn agreenwnt extending to the year 
l !111i, The Lank lms never made any objection, 
1 have read the correc;pondence m<mt cn.refully, 
mtd they are quite willing to inscribe the stock ; 
:cnd when the three years have expired there is 
nothing to prevent the agreernent frorn being 
renewed without any extra payment ; anrl the 
Treasurer kno\Ys that perfectly well. Under 
this proviso we can renew an agreenrent with 
the Bank of Engbnd from time to time for periods 
of three years, without being put to one 
shilling additional expense. The Premier's 
own party, last se,sion, were afraid to entrust 
him with the power proposed to be given to 
him by that Bill, and they determined that 
a limit should be put to the period of the 
agreement. The Premier now takes credit to 
him•·elf for foresight. As I have said before 
in this House, the Premier is able to look at 
things in different lights. If he has a certain 
scherne on hand, everything can be as dark as 
possible. If, on the other hand, that scheme is 
not to be workerl, but some other scheme, then 
everything is as bright as dny. \Vhat was his 
course of action when he wanted to force upon 
us the land-grant system of railways, includ­
ing the Transcontinental Railway? \Vhat was 
the whole object and purpose of his finan· 
cial discussions in the House at that time? 
To show how hard up we were, and that we 
should be unable to get the money required 
for the construction of our railways and must 
lose our land. That was the session before 
hLHt ; but \Ve are no longer on this volcano ; 
we are now safe. It suited the Premier eighteen 
months ago, during the discu,,gion of the Trans· 
continental Bill. 'rhen he said-Beware! Kow 
everything is bright again, anrl it is-Look what 
our Government has done ! He would make out 
that even the seasons have been in his hands. 
\Vhen we left office in 1879 the country, as the 
Premier very well knows, had suffered several 
seasons of most nnexampled drought, and, as 
the Premier also very well knows, money had 
been dear. \Vhat did the Government do ? 
They got so alarmed because a few immigrants 
were coming in that Sir Arthur Palmer, then 
Colonial Secretary, instantly stopped all immi. 
gration to this colony. \Vhat hns made the 
colony? Kot the Premier, but propitious 
seasons and cheap money. Both these things 
have enabled the country to progress as ?\'ew 
South \V ales has progressed to this time. 
Kow the Premier says that this colony and the 
adjoining colonies are alarmed lest the incoming 
Government sh<mld interfere with the stable 
interests of the country. Does the hon. member 
remember what he tried to do lnst year and this 
year, and what he fled from when he went before 
the country? He tried to upset the most 
stable interest this country has. So far from 
the factors of change being found amongst 
ne, it was the Premier himself who, if he 
could have induced his own following and the 
country to support him, was ready and willing 
to cause the greatest disturbance in the very 
largest industry we possess. Now the Premier 
says-Look at our balances !-on June 30th last 
we had £300,000, and now we have £691,000 ! I 
should like to remind him that he htts received the 
September rents, which constitute a very large 
portion of the revenue for this half of the year, and 
also whether he knows that he has two·thirds of 
the hcclf·yenr's interest on the debt to pay. I 
shonl<l like to know whether in hi,; Financittl 
StatetuCIJt the Troa,:snrer ha:-; taken jnto conf'Siclera­
iion thP;.;e two HI~lUer0 iH ~UTh·ini..; ~tt hi~ !)Ul'p1nK. 
] lnct l'ely t.J·n:-C he lP , L:r-:vPl v, if :-;n, !·he. re:~nlt 
will atlcrd ,, V>mp!ete e,n,;wer to the forruH nro;,· 
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nosti~ations of the Premier when he assm·ed ns Ut<cb 
we were lmrdnp nnd could 110t tind money for <nn· 
mihntys. I think the Premier will be sony to­
Juonow for the speech he has delivered tu-cby. 
p,,rt of the spee~h was worthy of him ; part of 
it he might have handed over to a brigade of 
larrikins, I might say. 'rhere wtts >t part ~vhich 
wae worthy of him, and there was a part whwh he 
himself will come to the conclusion was perfectly 
unworthy of him. However, I am not going 
to be induced into a long discussion of this 
matter. \Ve are rettdy to give the Premier his 
finishing stroke as it were ; \Ve are not anxious, 
and he does not himself display any anxiety for 
a haplJY despatch. It is not now a question of 
days, but of hours, and I think it would be much 
more dignified if the Premier were to recognise 
his position and recognise the fact that with 
regard to the questions upon which he promised 
to go to the country he has failerl to do so,. and 
that he ran awtty from tho tw<> great questwns. 
'l'hroughont this colony whether rightly or 
wrougly, there exists beyond all doubt n feeling 
of strong distrust in reference to the present 
Ministry ; and I say that, seeing this, the 
Premier ought to act in a constitutional manner 
and surrender his position to the majority in the 
country and to the majority of representatives of 
the country who are now in the House. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER (the Hon. 
A. Archer) : It is quite delightful to have the 
hon. member, who has just spoken in that 
large manner which he usually practises, come 
before us and read us such a nice lecture. J 
wonder whether he, standing up to address 
the House, does not feel thoroughly ashamed 
of some of the things he has said since last 
session. If not, he is a more callous 
man than I ever knew him to be. I have 
generally given the hon. gentleman credit for 
being a good-natured, easy~going n1an, quite 
capable of taking his part in debate, and 
speaking severely enough, but never stepping 
beyond the limits which a gentleman would lay 
down for himself when discussing his political 
friends or enemies. Therefore, I say that, 
during the time since we last met here, he has 
disgraced himself by the statements which he 
has made, not in addressing an electorate, 
but at convivial meetings where it might be 
supposed that, even if his own sense and 
gentlemanly feeling were not enough, he might 
be warmed somewhat by the liquors he had 
imbibed. I declare thnt no more disgraceful 
thing has taken place during the whole election 
than what fell from the hon. member for Moreton 
at Hockhampton. He said there deliberately­
not in the excitement of debate in replying to 
someone who had annoyed him, but at a con­
vivial meeting-that it was a well-known fact 
that every man who harl left the present 
Ministry had retired wealthy. 

The PREMIER : Through corruption. 
The COLONIAL TREASURER : A greater 

falsehood was never told in any part of the 
world. He knows it is not true. 

Mr. GARRICK: Perhaps the Coloninl Trea• 
surer will allow me--

The COLONIAL TREASURER : I am in 
possession of the chair. \Vhat I state was not 
spoken in the House; I am repeating what was 
published in the Rockham1Jton Press, and I don't 
suppose the Press would publish it unless it was 
said. I know there was not one word of truth 
in the statement, and I know further that the 
hon. gentleman is aware it is not true. I am 
perfectly certain that he knows my hon. friend, 
~[r. 1\Iacrossttn, is not n. wealthy man, and 
that he knn'v~ tha1, cveJ':V 111an 'vho htti:i 

lefL the Dlh1J-:L!·y h.'l:.; le£1.. iL a. poor ~t 

whm hEo ~ntered it--it he ""', poor whell 
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he e~~ere~ it .. For a gentleman who takes 
a positiOn m this House as a man of honour to 
speak of .Political enemies in that way is to 
deiirade himself to an extent to which I did not 
thmk the hon. member could descend. I believe 
the hon. gentleman is thoroughly ashameu of it. 

Mr. GARRICK: Imleed he is not. 
~he COLONIAL TREASUREU: I believe 

he IS thoroughly. 
Mr. GARRICK: Don't make such a mistake. 
The COLONIAL 'rlll~ASUHEH,: Of cmn·.~c 

he won't adnlit it, bnt if he i:-: not he is a nTent 
:lea! lll<>.r~ c;dlmts than l believed hi111 t<> he~ Tt 
1~ Slll']WJHTJlg t11 find iha.t :ln hnn. lllCllthct· nf thi:-; 
ll ()llHO, wl:n. eonl(l rnake :-;tatmnelltH nf thnt kin(l 
;1L a, con:tvml lll.eeting, should eonte here and 
adnpt tlu:-; Icetunng- tone to uK, connni~en"tting :t 
g-reat den,! that has taken place. The fact is 
ilmt the llmcription of Stock Bill, when carrie<l 
through the House, would have been very well 
supported by theyarty, but we, seeing the pros­
pect of an exceedmgly lengthv debate at the end 
of the session, complied with the suO'o·estion 
of t~e. hon member that the time '";;!;ould 
be limited, though we knew at the time 
that the . alteration was a great mistake. 
~Iy ,hon. friend the Premier stated that no man 
m .:F~!'gland would accept of the trouble o<f in 
scribmg the stock if it was to be done in the way 
prop'?sed. The h:m .. mer,nber opposite (Mr. 
Ga:rrck) has got h'" mmd mto such a state that 
he IS beg~nning to believe the political evils he is 
propagatmg. If the hon. member will assure 
me that he believed what he said at Rock­
hampton w~en he uttered the words, I should 
look upon It as more honourable than if he 
uttered them believing them not to be true. 
He made a remark as to the surplus. Now the 
surplus is going <:n increash1g, ~1nd before the 
end ~f. the year It will be a greitt deal larger 
than It IS now. The mterest is not a six months', 
but a quarter's interest. 

Mr. GARRICK: The quarter is to be 
deducted. 
. The COLONIAL TREASFRER: It will be 

tnne er:ough to deduct it in December. I am 
not tellmg stories, but the truth. At that time 
~h~ a.ccurnula.tion will be a grea,t deal larger than 
~t IS now. There is not the slightest attempt to 
Impose on the eountry or the Honse, as this surplus 
money is now available in the Treasury. The 
hon. gentleman stated that there was such a 
sense of distrust in regard to the Govern­
ment th:"t they w~uld not he permitted to 
have the1r own way m the matter of inscribin" 
stock. vV e are perfectly well aware of th~ 
attacks made on the Government. Some of 
them, from men in this House are not worth 
noticing. I only notice that ren'1ark of the hon. 
member for lYioreton because he is :t distinguished 
member of the House. These attacks have 
become so habitual that these gentlemen have 
brought thei.nsel.ves to believe that they are true. 
They are going Into our offices. They are going 
to take the mangement of the affairs of the 
colony into their own lmnds, and I promise 
them that if they do not prove~I won't 
say one-half or one-quarter~but a sin"le one 
of their assertions to be most abo~inable 
~etractions from c~aracter ;--if they do not 
find out that everythmg that has been done can 
be defended without shame and with hononr 
th~n I am prepared never to face them again i~ 
this Hou8e. The battle has not been fou"ht on 
political principles at all. From the le,::'cler of 
tl;e U)'pos~tion down to the very lowest link of 
lw; tail, with son:e lwnonrable exceptimJH, there 
have been detractwnand personal attacks on every 
1nen1ber of the (-}overninent \Vho have heen 
spok1·m of as if they were ro.~t{os ;uul t'l:(J1llH1rul:", 

I bww t!Ji,, : t!J~ worLlo that leJI from the muuth uf 

the hon. member for 2\Ioreton, at Rockhampton 
formed a most disgraceful attack. And most 
of these men are not ashamed of what they 
said~they glory in it; but I believe the hon. 
member for ..\loreton and alw the h<m. member 
for Enoggera are asha1ned of themselves. I say 
that t~e whole of tl.Ie battle was fought by 
detrac~I~m, and by trymg to ruin the character 
of lJolr.tical opponents; and if those gentlemen 
cap l~nng one fact to prove their aH::;ertionH they 
will most awfully '"tonish everyoue sittin" on 
this si<le of the liouse. · " 

J\Ir. ( i. \ HJ i I C K: l 1·ise t~• :t Jll<l,tLel' of ]•er:.;rtn;d 
0'\jlln.ll:ttinn. ·1 de~.il'u to :-.:f,ate wl1aL 1 did '~IY ltll 

the oee;L:c;ion t.he hnn. gcnt.lcntan h;t:--; rufen·ec~ Ln. 
\Vhctt l :-;aid was tlw.t, a~ a ~CllP.I'<il rnlr, UtPil 

fmm that si<le of the Honse who fol'lnecl the 
(~overmneut left office ri0her than when thev 
j~>ined; and that a:-; a general rnle 1nen on thi'~ 
side of the House who formed the (Jovernment 
left office poorer than when they joined. 

The PREMIER: I have just as much right 
to make a persoual explanation a e the h<m. 
member. That is not what he sttid. The mean­
ing of his speech was that he knew that of every 
:\Iinister who had retired from the GoYermum{t 
over which I have presided there was not one of 
them but had left rich from corruption. 

::VIr. GATUUCK : I said nothing of the kind. 
The P REi\IIETI : That is the meaning of what 

the h<m. member said. 
The MIXI8TER :FOE LANDS: }uHl there 

was a good deal not reported. 
1\Ir. GARRICK: I distinctly deny tlmt I 

said any such thing as the Premier h;ts stated. 
·what I said I had in my own thoughts. I 
stated what I did say exactly, anLl it can be 
borne out by those who were present, if need be. 

The PREMIE!t: Then you were foully mis­
reported, and by ymir own paper. 

The :\IIl'\Ii::lTER FOli LA:::\DS: The leader 
of the Opposition, not having had the courage to 
propose a vote of want of confidence--

:Hr. G RIFFITH : If you will let me I will d<t 
RO. 

The :\II:::\TSTE!t FOil LAXllS: This is a 
lawyer's tl'ick~ elHlea.\~ouring to get the (-}overn­
lllent out bv a sicle-issue of this kind. But I have 
nothing to~ Hny to that; it is quite in keepinu· 
with the hon. gentlen1an ':s conduct for years past~ 
I thought him an honest man~an honourable 
tr~Ith-telling man~for a period of two years ir; 
this House ; but then I began to discover that on 
divers occasions he h>td told falsehoods. I heard 
of it in the refre<hment-room and on the floor of 
this House, and I had clear evidence of it 
myself, as I had the unpleasant duty of hein" 
the principal in convicting him of that crim~~ 
There was a time~during the ye:trs 187!! and 
1880-when, if anyone had accused the leader of 
the Opposition of telling a falsehood, I would 
have been the first to deny it; but now I ban' 
no more doubt th<et he does so than I have with 
regard to a few mOl'e individuals in this House 
with whom you must be very well acquainted. 
He has been convicted on the floor of the House 
of uttering f:tlsehoods, time after time. To those 
accusations he has Inade no defence. He ·went 
to the country and raised fahe crie.;~sec­
tarian cries and alarms of all sorts ; ;111d after 
finding that a speech that he made in one 
phwe was unpalatahle, contmclicted it in another 
~saying he did not intend to introduce Chinese, 
or to bring ont 40,000 in1n1igra,nt~, bnt smnething 
e),;e. He kept on lying wlwlesal<', lying nll the 
tnno. 

HoxouruGLE :\IE11BE!ls of the Opposition : It 
is not true. 

Tbc :\HXTSTI~J: FOl{ L,\::\lJS: ·1 s:cv wh<>le­
ttJe lyiu.;;. I do aut 1100 auy 1)Lher ·word· be: . .ctttst:: 
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no other wortl ca.n convey the rneaning I intend 
to convey when I say that the leader of the 
Opposition w''" the founder of lies and slandering 
cluring the timA of the general election. 

HO:'!OURADLE MEMBERS of the Opposition : It 
is not true. 

The 1\U::>riSTEU EOR LANDS : After being 
in puwer fi vc years, and endeavonring to look 
:1fter the "'tiairs of the country from one end to 
the other, it wonld he strange if there were not 
man v diNa{feeted mHl dissatisfied. They had 
ht•en~ i1Jiparti::1,l in:-;tmLd of govet·ning f<.H' the 
ht>.nelit nf a lot of hnn:.{ry qneen-street profeR­
si(lnaJ hlltlger-llllHlt-(Ul'N-lawyerH, (loctc,rH, and 
()thc.r Rctmt.-;---wht) h;_td hy accident or cle'"ign been 
pitched to the front. The leader of the Opt,osi­
tion, <tided by rehttions under the cloak of the 
Gospel, and those who have shaken off the sacred 
gown, and those who were very near the Lord 
at one time, by imposition, fraud, and deceit, by 
l~Lrge~t38K in the way of great ad vertit3eiHents to a 
section of the Pre~s, has 1nanaged to get a nu.tjo­
rity; and we saw the crowning part of that buHi­
ne'" yesterday. I ehall have an opportunity 
another time to express my opinion on yesterday's 
lH'oceedings. I do not like kicking the bag of 
shaving,o; till there is not another kick left, but 
I will have another kick yet before it is removed 
to another place. ·when the leader of the Oppo; 
sition, who pretends to 'iew with abhorrence all 
rascality, immorality, illegality, and mend,city, 
c:tn transfer his ideas as he did yesterday, 
there is very little morality about him. The 
only idea in front of him is to get into office. 
Xo donbt he is a good judge of 1norality, seeing 
that he has demoralise,{ a few of the squatters 
that were on this side of the House-at all 
events, got them to vote with him on a very 
important division. I object to the le,der of 
the Opposition preaching morality when he is 
at the same time the fountain of falsehood 
disseminated to the country through his rela­
tions, his frifmds, the Press that supports him, 
and throug·h persons who, if they had not the 
control of those Jmpers, would have no position in 
society ; his nbility ought to be sufficient to pnt 
hin1 into a pro1uinent po~itinn withunt recour·"~ 
to fal:-;ehoocl. Now we find hirn a:-;:sociating hhn­
self with those whom he denounced five years 
ago. I say on the floor of thi,; house-and I 
never run away fron1 1ny staten1ents-an attem~)~ 
is being macle to rob this country. From u:un 
to 187() an attempt w"'s made on the part of 
Ipswich, or on thepitrt of a syndicate here known 
as Cribb and Foote, tu rob all the other electorates 
of the colony. Something like n, system of fair 
play ha.-; been in operation during the pa~t ti ve 
years. The revenue has been distributedeqnititbly 
in the electorates according to the proportion 
contributecl, though the territory to be covered 
iH so great that inequalitie"" n1nHt occur smnt-tinH-:s. 
Kow, however, the Ipswich syn,licate of Cribb 
and ]?oote have returned their lmnch, and they 
say they will g-overn the country. Let the new 
members take stock of the situt1tion and realise 
the frauds perpetrated by the Ipswich bunch, and 
contrast that state of things with what has been 
done dnring the past fi ,.e years. The Ipswich 
synclic:1te haYe had enough cut of this country 
already. There are t'vo ra.ilways going ont of 
th:1t town at the present time--one to Fassiferu, 
am! the other along the Brisbane Valley ; and 
there ctre the railw:oy workshops, about which I 
will not expres~; an opinion. lt is high thne they 
were burst up. There m·e re,pectable, honest 
men in Ips\\-ich, but there are a lot of 
loafers there also ; am1. anyone who meets with 
a mi:·.Jortnne iH innneclia.tely orderetl over to 
i,Jw \\'"d·.:.-.hlq), T .-;ay LhaL it j,.., 11Hf:dr tu pr{J[e:-5-
bt:,d ,t! Li ~!l , ~'tl~t::ulu , lJL!,ck l!.dth:...J cl.rria;~t-

hnilclel>, ;=t.nrl nth~r·;.., th,~.t n1en \1·l1o ha ,~8 he en 1 

unfortun,te ::tt any other occupation should 
be sent to the workshops. They encroach 
on the ground that should be occupied by the 
skilled artisan, and hence the difficulty in 
getting work done in the colony. I believe 
there is a contract out now in Sydney for 200 
carri::tges. 'l'he hon. member for Stanley (Mr. 
Kellett) was instrumental in bursting up that 
state of things five years ago. He recom­
mended and indicated certain men that should be 
<lisclmrged. They were not all disclmrged:-I 
believe only 103 of them. The proper thm..: 
wonl<l have been to lmve turned them :tll out, 
and to have re-employed a eertnin number. _I 
have lmd frer1uent convcrs:ttions with J\h. 
Homiblow on the subject, and I am satisfied that 
if the WOl'kshops are made a political institu­
tion, the sooner they are swept away the better. 
As to what the hon. member for Moreton has 
said about the Inscribed Stock Bill, we know 
that it does not m"'tter whether it was right or 
not : he would oppose it. He persisted and 
insiste<l upon that clause being inserted in the 
Bill at the time, and for the sake of expediency 
it was agreed to, though the results that would 
follow were plainly pointed out to him. He 
knew it, "'nd quite regardless of it the clause was 
inserted, and the directors of the Bank of Eng-­
land, instructed by their lawyers, refused to in­
scribe stock upon those terms. They rrmst have 
"'n unlimited period. It is not my business to 
look into the matter, but of the Treasurer, 
whose duty it was to deal with those things. 
Among other mi'tters th::tt were referred to at the 
election was one that the leader of the Opposition 
is now trying to run :v~vay from, na1nely, Chinese 
immigration. H,e ad,·ocatel the introduction of 
Chinese. 

J\Ir. R"GTL};}J(~_::,: He did not. 
The J\I..n\ISTEE FOR LANDS: When he 

found that that was unpopular, he shifted his 
peg-s, and went for something else. He did not 
want Chinese. He was taking shelter under a 
hedge. He did not care to face the coolie or 
kanaka question. He thought either mig-ht be 
unpopular, and might jeopardise his positio~ in 
some wav. 'rhen he fastened on to the Chma­
m0n. 1fe thoug-ht that that would satisfy 
tlwm ; but, having recommsnded Chinamen, he 
found that c-ome of his supporters were against 
them, S< • he shifted his pegs ag-ain. The fact is 
that tlw hon. gentleman never makes a positive 
statement about anything by which you will find 
hiln out. In n1aking an accusation he does not go 
straight, but he will only make an insinuation. 
In making a denial he will not make a blank 
denial, but will always qualify it with some 
conditions. If any hon. members wish to look 
up the matter, they will find that Mr. Griffith 
ad vacated the introduction of Chinese. 

J\Ir. GRIFJHTH: Ko, no! 
The MIKISTEH J?OR LANDS : I say that 

the hon. gentleman, after having looked ~tround 
the coolie question and the kanaka question, 
and the sug-ar industry-being desirous of doing 
all that he could to secure votes-over the 
I\ orth and South, and the further he went 
X orth the looser his tongus wagged, and the 
more careless he g-ot about it, he shifted his 
pegs as hr~ went from one town to another. 
Seeing hhnself in a difficulty, and wanting to 
get into office, and seeing that there \VaH no 
~ther way, he concluded an unholy alliance with 
the squatters out west ; and on the east coast 
he tried to make a firm alliance with the white 
1n<tn, and found an excuse for having recom­
mended the introduction of Chinamen. 

J\I1·. GlUYFlTH: 1\obody believes you. 

The )I T-:\T~~T F K FUH L_-\_:"; US: Yn'·thcl ''" 
then, nne of hi~ ont-bconts, orout-po~ts, the h!Jn. 
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member for Kennedy, recommended that low 
German, Italian, and other labour should be 
introduced; that they should be paid 10s. or 15s. 
per week. There would be no difficulty whatever, 
as certain persons were to be sent to England and 
to the Continent to get that labour. Possibly the 
hon. gentleman (Mr. Rutledge) will deny that. 
It does not matter about his denial ; I am only 
saying what appeared in public print. 

Mr. MILES: You do not read the public 
print, surely? 

The MINISTER :FOR LANDS: Not a gmat 
deal of it. Later on the leader of the Opposition 
-and be~tr in mind, Mr. Speaker and gentlemen, 
that for the past twelve months we have been 
questioned as to why we did not introduce 
more immigrants-the leader of the Opposi­
tion urged and alleged boldly that the Govern­
ment would not introduce immigrants because, 
instead of bringing white men from the old 
country, they h~td a great desire to introduce 
kanakas or coolies or some element of the 
black race. I perfectly well remember th~tt, 
after the present Premier took office, one of the 
most unpleasant duties was that of dealing with 
this immigration question. I remember that 
there were a few hundred of them in the colony 
at the time: I do not believe there were more 
in the colony than would land from one ship 
just now. Nevertheless, extra0rdinary measures 
were had recourse to to provide shelter for them 
and employment on the coast. Some of them 
were sent to Blackall, and some to other places. 
\Vherever we sent for information the answer 
we were met with was thttt there \ncs no em­
ployment for them. Later on the leader of the 
Opposition headed a deputation to the then 
Colonial Secretary, Sir Arthur Palmer, and the 
o_bject of that deputation \nos to stop immigra­
tiOn. 

Mr. GRIFFITH: I was not there. 

The MINISTER :FOH LANDS : I am sure 
that a deputation of the citizens of Brisbane 
waited upon the Colonial Secretary, and if Mr. 
Griffith was not there he had promised to be 
there, and it had received his countenance and 
encouragement, and the object was to stop immi­
gration. 

Mr. GRIFFITH: It never happened at all. 
It is a dream. 

The MII\ISTElt FOR LANDS: 'l'he hon. 
gentleman <lenies it. Perhaps he will deny 
something else. 'rhe hon. gentleman did not ask 
the Government to stop railway making"? 

Mr. GRIF:FITH : No. 

The MI:NISTEit :FOR LANDS: Did not the 
hon. gentleman, to show the estimate in which 
he held the affairs of the colony at the time, send 
<tn order home to make the rails for the JYiary­
horough and Gym pie line 30-lb. instead of 41}lb.? 
To show the estimate in which he held the 
affairs of the colony at that time, he sent an 
order home to make the rails for the JY[ary­
borough and Gympie Railway 30-lb. instead of 
41:]--lb. ; tmd he did the same with regard to the 
Charters Towers line. Those were the toy rail­
way;-; he would have; and it showt-i what opinion 
he had of the colony, and what he expected of 
it looking into the future. Our milways now 
me only little better than toy railways with 
41:f-lb. rails, as any member u<1n ,;atisfy himself 
who will t:.tke the trouble to notice the way 
the carriages run between l\lnrphy's Creek and 
'l'oowoomba with GO-lb. ntib. I like to hear the 
}uln .. ~..!:etttlmtu~n talkin.u al-Hntt tlte 111lh]ie w(n·k.-; 
"r t.he ""I""Y i1: thtJ f:,,ee .. r th"t! \\'bat lws l•ee11 
t h·· '-"H' ~;'lllt'tlce ,,f hi a.cti!•lt ·: Tlt-~L thr:: '-r-,!y~ 
bc,rough d.nd Gyluf'io liat L a.clually Lhtnoe;rou.:. 

at the present time. The pre.sent Go\·ernmm:t 
did not come into office in time to conntermam! 
the order he had gi vfm for rails for that line, 
but they were in time to countermand the 
order fm the Townsdlle and Charters Towers 
line. I only invite your attention to these 
thin:;s to show the absurdity of the hon. 
gentleman. No matter what his abilities may 
be-no matter how mnch he may read through 
books, or how dry his facts may be abont 
law-the moment he dabbles in matters of 
work and business he is bound to make a mis­
take. He elected himself Minister for \Vorks 
at that time. He has often alluded to it since in 
a flattering way to himself. Of course, he was 
the :VIinistry then altogether; he did what he 
liked. He found that it was not pleasant 
to be always prosecuting people as Attorney­
G-eneral, as there was not ]nuch hanging to that ; 
so in addition to being Attorney-( }eneral he 
becmne l\Iinister for Works, and the remlt is 
that the people of :\1aryborough and Gympie 
<tre saddled with 30-l b. rails instead of 
those of the usual standard~4ll: lbs. That 
will give you, l\1r. Speaker, and hon. gentle­
men, some indication of what the hrm. gentle­
rnan was prepared to carry out at that tillle, 
and what hi" expectations were with reg-ard 
to the affnirs of the colony. I think my lwn. 
colleagne the Premier has sufficiently ex­
plained rrmtters as to how it was proposed to 
disburse the surplus revenue before the 30th of 
June. 'rhat any objection should be t:tkcn 
to that is a 1natter of surpriRe to rne. To a 1nan 
who is in the hnhit every day of promoting 
morality >end talking of honesty, I certainly fail 
to understand it. I du not see how any nut..n can 
be dishonest out of this House, nnd honest in it ; 
and I fail to see how the leader of the Opposi­
tion can explain mvay to nny reasonable or 
honest. minded man whv it is that the Premier 
should not have <tn OPl"''i·tunity of putting before 
the country the way in which he proposes to 
expend the snrplus savings that have accumu­
lated dnring his reui;w! of office. There may 
be a trick in it-:c lawyer's trick, I have no 
doubt. The hrm. gentlmmm opposite may have 
an admiring crowd around him ; but I will 
venture to :;ay that when those hon. members 
who passed a certain vote yesterday have an 
opportunity of quietly surveying the situation­
when they reHect upon what they have done, 
and the conserluential damages or evils that 
rise out of it come upon them--when they 
go home, and at their fireside.:;, or a)t the 
firesides of friends, discuss the matter and come 
to see really wlmt they have done, they will not 
be thankful or obliged to the leader of the Oppo­
sition for it. As for himself, he will have to 
answer for his own share of the busineos. It is 
on a par with a great many 1nore things he has 
done. He has put in motion in this country 
Inachinery that 'vas never known or heard of 
before. He h"s by rli \'ers contrivances, while 
pretending to be a peaceful and honourable nmn, 
tried to divide the community and set every 
man at his neighbour'" throat. He has tried to 
1nake hin1 look upon his neighbour as a 
lJlackgnard and a pickpocket-to de,pise him, 
and to guard his hom;e and h>ctten his 
windows against him. If that is the way of 
cnrrying on an election, when I go electioneering 
again I certainly will not employ those tacticc<. 
He has clone everything he pn'Sibly cnnlrl to 
disturb the peace of wciety and to make men 
hate each other : an cl even to hate wt~ ll :-;outP­

tin1es, RH you know, ::\[r. Hpeake1·, iH altogether 
nnjnstifiable. I say all these elemento have 
heen lmmght into· play by the lmccler of the 
f )ppo;-.itinll. Of col\l.,~e, he stand:-; a:-d1le alto· 
·:b\h"''; he; i, hitld~u l.Jchillll a h,ty.,Lad' ur d· 
heds6. · 
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Mr. GRIFFITH: No, no. It is your country­
men do that. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : Of course 
the public do not see him; but by-and-by, 
when the fog- is lifted am! they see him in clear 
claylight, and know what ~1is intentions have 
been~when the people of th1s colony are walk­
ing about looking· for employment in all parts. of 
the colony except abont Brisbane, by the pohcy 
that will be encouraged r1nd initir1ted by those 
geutlemen-then will they come to a real sense 
of the sit1mtion, ltnd find that they have been 
victims of deceit and misplaced cnnfidonce. That 
time will come. I belie Ye it would be like beat­
ing the air to continue this discussion. I should 
like to "''k you, before proceeding further, whttt 
is the motion before the House~ 

The SPEAKER : That this debate be now 
adjourned. 

The MINISTER ]'OR LANDS: I object to 
the aspect and complexion of the debate this 
evening. I expected that a vote of want of con­
Jidence would have been brought agamst the 
::vtinistry for those crimes and misdemeanors 
that th~y are alleged to have been guilty of. 
That is the proper thing to do, and not to go 
flitting about frcnn post to pillar, making state­
ments and withdrrtwing them, and contmdicting 
them from time to time as the leader of the Op­
position has done. Any short cut to get into 
office. He has had a little exverience of office 
before, and I do not know what sweets he found 
there. I can tell him that I have not found 
many sweets in it, and that, while I have every 
desire to adhere to the party that I have been 
associated with-that is, the party that has 
assisted materially to promote the welfare and 
prosperity of every man, wom~n, and child in the 
culony~release from office w1ll not cause me a 
very great a1nount of regret. I see that we are 
not going to be met with a vote of want of 
confidence. 

J\'Ir. GHIFFITH: We will move one if yon 
\Vill give n~ the chance. 

The MINIS'rEH FOR LANDS : That is a 
qnibble worthy of'" lawyer, m1d it has been done 
to prevent the Government from refuting on 
the floor of the House those false statements 
and vile scandab which the hon. member 
and those associated with him have been 
sowing· broadcast over the land. The hon. 
member has been associated with what is 
known as the "yellow pamphlet," and with 
rt great many more pamphlets vitching. into 
the Ministry individually and collectively. 
There is nothing alleged aga,inst myself or any 
one of 111y hon. colleagues. He is r1fraid to do 
that. He prefers to speak on the stump at 
some country meeting, and hy the time he gets 
back to Brisbane his memory is so defective that 
he has forgcotten three-fourths of what he said. 
'l'hat is the system on which he has worked. I 
""Y this for the information of hon. members 
who have httely found their way into this 
House to do their duty to the country 
and their constituents. They will only re­
quire the experience of one session t" teach 
tl1em a lesson which they will nut for­
get. 1 wish also to remind you, sir, and the 
other si< le of the House tlmt, although taking no 
part in what occurred yesterday-because we 
lmve lived in the same parish, I regret to say, 
for some years~ I shall cm1f~>rm to the rules of 
this House so long as convement to me; and as 1 
know that the Standing Orders are of no force, 
I shall expand or contract them in my own way. 
I shall observe them whenever it suits me; but 
although I took no part yesterday, out of defer­
ence to you nr SOlHB inclination or feeling, I shall 
not be slow to expre"s my feeling or say that you 
have ne l'ight to occupy the chair, 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Order ! 
The MINISTER ]'OR LANDS : The hest 

proof of that is your having the power to nomi­
nate the J~lections and Qur1lifications Comnnttee. 
You have, in the newspaver of whichyon are the> 
o.-;tensible owner at Toowo<n11La.., ;.;landert'd 1ne, 
judged me, prejudged me,_ and found_me guilty 
before the event and after It, \Vhat nght, then, 
luwe yon to occupy that position t.o appoint n_1y 
judges, :tnd tindwhether L am gmlty of a mis­
deineu.nor or nut~ 

Ho)(OUJ\ABLE 1\hiiiBERS: Order! 
The MINISTER FO!t LAND!::\: That's the 

position you occupy at the present time. 
:'~Ir. M.AC]'ARLAKE : I rise to a point of 

order. I don't think the hon. member has any 
right to address the chair in that way. 

The PREMIER : What is the point of order? 
\V e don't want a sermon from the hon. member 
for Ipswich out of place. 

Mr. M.ACFARLAKE : The point of order is 
whether the hon. member has a right to address 
such language to the chair. 

The SPEAKER : I do not wish to interfere 
with the hon. member in his remarks to the 
House, because, if I were to be strict in the 
matter, my action won!~ be put down to wrong 
motives althoucch I thmk that the rules of 
debate have beei~ violated this afternoon. 

The PllEMIEH : Where? 
The SPEAKER : I will not say where. If 

the hon. member chooses, he may use such ob­
servzttions; but at the same time I would ask 
him and the House generally to respect the 
chair of this House. 

The MIKISTER FOR LANDS : I would 
respect the occupant of the chair if he had been 
elected on fair grounds~if it had not been a 
bargain and sale. 

HoNOl:RABLE MEii!BERS : Order ! 
Mr. GlUF]'ITH: Oh! let him go on; give 

him rope enough. 
The Mil\ISTER ]'OH LAKDS: I have paid 

respect ttnd deference to past decisions more 
perhaps than any other hon. member, and have 
not been "Uilty of causing any trouble. I say 
this to war~ you and the ?ther sid:> that I sh~ll. not 
be tttall delicate in assertmg my nghts oroJnmons 
as to the means by which you got tl:ere. _It 
would be impossible for you to gi;·e an nnpar~1al 
opinion~it would be a departure from your lme 
of life ; you would re<juir~ a new code altogether; 
you could not do such vwlence to your nature. 
I shall protest against t~1ose non;inat~ons you 
have made to the Committee of ElectiOns and 
<<lualifications to the utmost. I shall let the 
country know it, and I believe I have every 
thinkin" man in the country with me; and the 
leader "of the Opposition never made . a 
gTeater mistake than when. he engaged . m 
the bargain and sale busmess of puttmg 
you into that chair. You are not fit to be 
my judge or the judge o.f any other member 
whose seat is contested or disputed by any person 
whaten,r. I intended to say a good deal about 
some of the older members opposite~not the 
new members who have come in lately; but for 
the sake of expediency an cl to let other business 
come forward, I will content myself and allow 
some other hon. members to have their say. 

l\Ir. l\IACROSSAN : I am sorry that the 
debate on the motion moved by the leader of the 
Op)Josition has gone into t~e groove it has, and .I 
think the sooner the busmess of the House 1s 
proceeded with the better. I am qui~e.willing 
to admit t.hat the l.e~tder of the OppositiOn wa~ 
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within his right-·his legitimate right-in moving 
the amendment on the motion of the Pre­
mier ; but I aslr him seriously what had 
he to fear in what he called the advertise­
ment of the intentions of the Government? 
He could not, even by c•~rrying his amendment, 
stop the advice from being given, so that really 
his action has been futile, and it has led to this, 
I may say, incoherent debate-a debate which 
should have taken plaoo on the Address. I have 
in my hand a copy of the surplus l"evenue ap­
propriations which the hon. member seems to be 
n.fraid to allow to go before the country. Of 
course I know it will be within your province, if 
the n.mendment is carried, as indeed it will be, to 
prevent this getting into Hansard. 

The PREMIER: Not in the slightest. 

Mr. MACitOSSAN: Whether or not, there 
is no power in this House to prevent it getting 
into the public Press. Have not Ministers a 
perfect right to lay this paper on the table of the 
House and circulate it? I say they have. They 
are den-ling in it simply with the surplus revenue 
accn1ed to the end of June last, during the 
whole of the financial yectr then finished ; and 
during the whole of that yectr they had the 
responsibility of advising the Government of 
the country, and they certainly had t!t>' 
right to appropriate that surplus revenue. .-\.nd 
yet it is the appropl"iation of this snrplns 
revenue which the hon. gentleman objects to 
having published to the country. It does not 
deal with the £691,000 which is now :mrphH< 
revenue ; it does non deal with one penny of 
surplus revenue accrued during this financiccl year. 
As to the surplus revenue, the Premier has ex­
plained exactly what it is intended to do with it, 
and I shall not go over the same ground. There 
is £50,000 for repairing bridges, and £150,000 
for new bridges in various parts of the colony. 
Then there is £50,000 for t,b.e removal of the 
railway workshops. It is also proposed to 
assist harbour trusts, and I think everv hon. 
member who believes in locnl self-government 
will agree with·me in saying that thiN i, a move 
in the right direction ; the sunc t<> 1><:· devoted to 
that purpose is £60,000. I bww very well that 
there are a good many m em \.Jers on the other 
side of the House who will o'oject to the £50,000 
fortheremoval of the workshops to \V oollongabba. 
I do not think any Government will have the 
audacity-will have the moral courage-to do 
what some of the members there, I know, believe 
should be done, and which, after four years' ex­
perience in the vVorks Office, I would do if I 
had the power. The workshops, in my O]>inion, 
should be in Brisbane, the largest centre we 
have, thus lessening the political power "IYhich a 
small community of men has in such a small 
township as Ipswich. I don't care what side 
in politics these men take-they may be on 
some other side some day-but I say that 
the power possessed b)' 300 or 400 men in the 
workshops in Ipswich is sufficient, when exerci,;ed 
as members on that side know how it can be 
exercised occasionally, to demoralise the whole 
country. The workshors should e-e in the largest 
centre, where the least political power can be 
exercised. That power on the part of the,;e men 
would be almost lost in a place like South Bris­
bane ; at all events, it woulct be used in such a 
w<ty as not to exercise the influence it does now. 
I think it is a very good thing that the Premier 
has undertaken to do what waH an omission 
in the initiation of the Divisional Boards 
Act-th<tt is, help to keep bridges in repair 
and erect new ones. I felt myself, when I had 
the administration of the Works Department, 
that the divisions had not sufficient revenue to 
repair bridges, and th<tt they would be obliged to 
l;je ~tssisted ~,Y this Governll"\e11t or their sue-

cessors; therefore no money can be better n.ppro· 
printed for that purpose than this from the sur­
plus revenue. A good deal has been said thi,; 
evening about the manner in which the election 
earnpaign 'vn.Fl conducted. It was fought on 
personal grounds, and I think it ought to have 
been conducted on political grounds only. It is 
demoralising-not only to the Government, but to 
the country-to fight such an important battle 
nn purely personal grounds, as elections \Vere 
fought in many district,;. Another thing 
is that it has become the habit to make as;.;er­
tions which are well received by the audience,; 
to which they are addressed, but when the 
persons rnaking thetn are called to account fur 
the,;e assertions they qualify them. That sort of 
thing is much too common. That was the case 
with the lexKler of the Oppositiop. when he stated 
that we could ab8orb 40,000 immigrants a yeal" : 
he denied it when it w::ts called into question, 
although he did m'1ke the statement, and it i;.; 
in print in the newspapers. 

lvir. Glli:FFlTH: Whnt I said i,; ill print; 
not what you say nov;r. 

)Yf r. MAOROSSAX: I will rund what the hem. 
11121nher did f'.ay. The hon. geutlemn,n \vas re­
porter] in the daily newspapers, and there iN 
very little variation in the report" I know that 
it has lJeen the practice for the last two years to 
make a""ertion" and then deny them. I know the 
hon. gentlmnan rnade an aRsertion a,t Cooktown 
:tbnnt the Chinese which he has denied. vVhat 
the hon. gentleman did say about the immi­
grants is this, as reported in the Daily Ouse1TtT 
of August 11:-He commenced the subject of 
immigration by pointing out that when our debt 
stood at £50 per head of population no one 
thought it too heavy. Then he said-

" He tlwn~ht 40,000 immigt•ants a year 1vas not more 
than we might absorb if we would only try." 

That is 40,000 plain enough. Then in the Ttle­
!J1Ytph he is reported :-

" 'l'hc colony could absorb 40,000 immigrants: a year, 
and that would reprt>J->ent a borrowing- power of 
£~,000,000 per annum." 

Mr. GRH'FITH: \Vhy don't you rea<] the 
previous sentences to sho\V the connection? 

Mr. MAOHOSSAX : I will rear! as many 
sentenceH as the hon. gentlenutn like~. 

Mr. G RIFFITH : The same old game. 
Mr. MAOROSSAI'\: The previous three or 

four sentences are of the same kind, but I will 
read them for the hon. g·entleman if he ]Jlea,;es :-

"A proposal introcluce!l into Parliament hu~t year to 
set apart areas of lands for immigrant.s was rilliculctl 
and rejected by the Government. But what a ehangc 
comes o\·er tlle spirit of their dream when the great 
General .Feilding emnes on the scene ~ The grettt man 
of the 'l'rans.continental llailway syndicate wl'itcs a 
letter :mggesting that that wonld be a good S(~heine. IL 
is no longer to be seo1i'et1 at. bnt the :Jlinistcr for 
hinds is instrneted to ~et apart land for the immigrants 
Ueneral _Feildiug would seud out ; and then General 
l~eilding is asked-1,-hat laws would you like us to 11mke, 
if you pletLse. (Langhtcr anLl applause.) 1rc tlo 11ot, 1 
trust, live here to wake la\VS to suit General Pcilding m· 
any of his assoeiates. IApplansc.J The eolony could 
absorb 4.0.000 immigrants a year, an cl th~Lt wonld repre­
sent a borrowing 110\ver of £2,000,000 per annum." 

This practice of modifying ami denying a.'"er­
tions has been, I say, carried on for years. The 
hrm. member for l\:[oreton has done it. I waH 
told what the hon. gentleman said at that con­
vivial meeting at Hockhampton; but I did not 
read the report until this evenin~:, and it iH 
altogether different from what he has told u,; to­
night. Now, he rnu~t have known of the report 
in the newspaper. It is not a Gover11111ent 
organ; I think it i>-l an Opposition paper. 
The reporter of that paper gave in hiH report, 
and the hon. member allowed it to remain with­
out contradiction, knowing that every member 
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of the present :Ministry was suffering under the 
imputation. Is it honest for the hon. gentleman 
two months afterwards to make the explanation 
he has made? He should have made it on the 
morning· after the paper was pulJli,;hed. I can 
tell that hon. gentleman, as one of the members 
of the :Ministry t<> whom he alluded, that as far 
a:-; I mu concerned hi::; staternent was utterly 
untrue. l wa~ cts poor on leaving the Niinistry 
as when I ente1·ed. Xo man can get rich on the 
official salary of a .l\Iinister, and any other means 
a :Nlinister rnay have of enriching hinv.;elf are 
probably better known to the hon. member for 
JHor.eton than to me. The only members of the 
Ministry I know who left the Ministry and 
bettered their position were gentlemen of the 
smne profession with the hon. gentleman. 'rhey 
left to become judg·es-left £1,000 a year to get 
£2,000 a year for life. The only other member 
is J\Ir. Buzacott, and he was as poor when he left 
a" when he joined the Ministry. The hon. 
member is reported to have said:-

" 'rheir mlversaries 'vere always firm. for they had in­
tcn·st::; wlti<-h hound them shonhler to ~honlder." 
I would like to know what there was to bind 
me shoulder to shoulcler with the Jiiinistry in 
order to better my position. 

"He was snre that when the r.iheral party got in power 
they wonld sinl\: their mYn priYate interests, hut on the 
other side he knew of no person who had not left the 
)Iiui.stry n wealtl1y man" 
Those are the words reported to have l:Jeen said 
by the hon. member for Jiioreton, and if he did 
not speak those words he should have denied 
them the day he knew they had been reported. 
It has been said that the Ministry ran from the 
question on which they went to the country. I 
was not a member of the J\Iinistry when they 
went to the country, but I defy any man to say 
that I ever ran away from any position I occu­
piecl in this House. I never, during the whole 
period of the election, flinched from advocating 
the Tmnscontinental line, and I still advocate 
it. \Vith all our surplus we have borrowed 
too much money, ancl will not be able to borrow 
a great d<"nl more. I contrasted the Transcon­
tinental scheme with the system suggested 
or shctdowed out by the lee~der of the Oppo­
sition, the guarantee system. I contrasted 
them as birly as I could, with the knowledge I 
had of the guarantee system. Anyhow, I never 
flinched during the whole of the election from 
the position I occupied on the Coolie question, 
and in the face of the miners of Herberton I 
n:-:od ;.;tronger language than ever I used in this 
Honse-e~nd my sentiments were endorsed at 
Herberton by a majority. Few in this House, 
if ~t11y, had a larger rnajority ce.·er their O}Jponents 
tlmn I, ancl if every member had done the same 
as I did on those ~m,,tions, and had educated the 
people to the true importance of those ques­
tions, a different result would have been the 
c:tse in more electorates than one. The 
hon. member lms a task before him in assum­
ing office which I, for one, will compel him 
to perform ; that is, to settle the <1uestion of 
colonr•«i labour-how the sugar interest is to be 
snpplied with labour for carrying on the indus­
try. He has taken np a position from which he 
<::till lOt rece<le, and from which I, for one, will not 
nllmv him to recede. It is a question that nnmt 
!JP. f'P.ttled, because, if allowerl to remain un­
settled, the industry must suffer. I shall give 
him every a85istance in my power to settle it. 
If he can settle it by the introdnction uf 
white labour there is no man who will give 
him more hearty sup]JOrt than I. But I be­
lieve at the same time he will not be able to 
do so. I ask him, as I asked my constituents­
How will he be able to prevent the Malays 
cmning frnn1 Singapore and the Straits Settle­
ments, with no reglations to prevent them? 

They are British subjects. Can we pass a 
law to prevent British subjects coming into 
the colony? I think we cannot, and that 
is a <1uestion the hon. gentleman will have 
to decide as Premier of the colony. Per­
haps with his lege~] wisdom he may devise 
means to stop them, but at the present time 
they are coming in and there is no law to prevent 
them. The repeal of the Indian Immigration 
Labourers Act will not prevent them. They 
are coming in hundreds. They are coming ail 
over the 1'\orth without regulations, free and 
untrammelled ; and the moment their term 
of service expires they are free to we~nder 
about and come into competition with the 
white man in e\·ery ;valk of industry. Many 
of these men are h1ghly educated. Among 
the men who came to Townsville to go to 
the Herhert River were men fit to take 
their places as accountants in the merchants' 
counting-houses, and they went to work on the 
plantations as blacksmiths, carpenters, and 
engineers. There is where the difficulty arises, 
ancl where they become dangerous t.o the working 
men of the colony. They are not dangerous to 
the ordinary field labourer, but to the tmdes­
lnan; and unless the hon. gentlenut.n, when 
he comes to power, can stop these men 
coming, they will be ten thousand times worse 
than coolies under strict regulations as 
the Government intended. If the coolies 
were confined by regulations to the plantations 
they could do no injury ; but unless these 
Malays are stopped from coming· they will 
be a permanent injury to the country. He will 
not be allowed by me, at least, to pass one session 
without settling the matter. The Government 
of which he was a member allowed two sessions 
to pe~ss before attempting to deal with the Chinese 
question, and the result was that Queensland was 
overrun with Chinamen, and has been suffering 
from them ever since. I believe there are members 
on this side who will back me up in compelling 
him to deal with the question. He will also be 
compelled to settle the question of railways and 
that of land in connection with them ; he will 
not he allowed to go on with the ordinary business 
of legislation and shirk those great political 
questions. The Premier said ;;ornething about 
obstruction being a coarse weapon frequently 
used by the other side of the House-in fact, 
it was their only weapon ; and the hon. gentle­
nlan, in rny opinion, went too far in disclain1ing 
the use of that weapon. I, for one, will not 
disclaim its use. I believe it is a good weapon 
when used judiciously. It is a coarse weapon, as 
the Premier said, when used injudiciously and 
imliscriminately. I am giving the hon. gentle­
man fair warning. He will get fair play from 
me-as bir as any leader ever got from any 
follower; he will get my support in those 
measures I have indicttted, more especially 
the labour question, if he attempts to deal 
with it in a straightforward, bm;iness-like way. 
But he will receive the severest criticism and 
strongest opposition in everything else. I think, 
as I se~id at the beginning, it is better that the 
debate should terminate than to go on as we have 
been goiug on this evening. It will be far better-­
at least, if hon. members will just address them­
se] ves to the real business, and they might do so. 
I think, however, it would he best to terminate 
at once. But that is a matter for the Govern­
ment to decide. I am quite prepared for either 
wc:ty-no\v or sume other titne. 

Mr. KATES: I cannotallowthisopportunityto 
prtss without making a few remarks. It must be 
gratifying to every member of this Rouge to 
hear that there is such a large sum as £700,000 
surplus ; hut at the same time it is gratify­
ing to know that thG Premier will not have 
the oppqrtwrity pf ~~pendillf; that mopey in the 
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way he proposes to do. It must be remembered 
that every part of the colony has been contrilm­
ting- to that surplus ; but, from what I can see, the 
principal portion of the money is to be expended 
in the co,tstal districts. A large sum will be 
spent in Bundaberg-, which is the Premier's 
constituency ; a larg-e amount will be expended 
at Mackay, which is represented by a Govern­
ment member; and a sum will be spent at 
Townsville, which is also represented on the 
Government side. I am sure, if the hon. the 
Premier had been acquainted with the real 
wants of the colony, he would have expended 
every penny of that surplus money in the conser­
vation and storage of water and in irrigation 
purposes. He must know that last week the 
Legislature in Victoria passed a Bill introduced 
by Mr. McColl, for irrigation pnrposes. \Vhat 
would California have been without irrigation 
works, or China, or India? \V e h:we a grand 
soil, but our seasons at·e most unreliable, and T 
shall use my strongest influence to have the 
greatest part of that 1noney spent for irrig'ation 
purposes. 

Mr. MOREHJ~AD: Why don't yon dry up? 
Mr. KAT:ES: 'fhe colony will be dried np. 

\Ve have lost anv amount of 'tock fnr want 
of irl'igntion. Th8 hun. nternb8r 1nay htngh, 
hut he knows it as well as I do. The hon. 
member knows as well as I do that he conld do 
no better than spend a considerable amount of 
that money upon the conservation of water. 

The PREMIER ; If we did propose it you 
would be the first to say it was a swindle. 

Mr. KATES: \Vith regard to immigration, it 
was only last week that twenty-seven persons left 
\V arwick for Stanthorpe on their way to New 
South \V ales. 

Mr. MOREHEAD: No wonder they left 
\V arwick if you were there. 

Mr. KATES: They cost the colony £1G per 
head, and New South \V ales is making us a 
convenience for getting immigrants. A great 
deal has been said about the elections being 
carried out unfairly. If they had been carried 
ont fairly, there would not have been_more than 
ten members on the Government sicle. 

Question-That the rlebate be now adjomned 
-put. 

The House divided :­
AYv,~. 29. 

::Uessrs. Griffith, :Jiiles, Garrick, Rrookcs, Smyth, :Jie1lor, 
,Jordan, Foxton, Salkeld, Isambort, ,\~hitc, Sheritlan, 
Dntton, l~eattie, Grimcs, Higson, :.\:Iacfarlane, ~Uaml, 
Fraser, l~alc, Rucklnnd, Hutlcclge, l\foroton, Hnl'lcy, 
}'liclgley, IIorwitz, Kates, Bailey, and. Foote. 

Xor-:.s, 20. 
Sir T. Mcllwraith, :Jiessrs .. ATchel', }facros&;an, ::\Iorchcad, 

Xorton, Perkins, Cooper, Chnhb, Je~;~op. Hamilton. I.Jalor, 
StcYenson, Donaldson, Govett, lUaek, Pahntn', Lis:mer. 
:J.1e"phannell, l~erguson, nnd Stcvcns. 

Qneetion resolved in the affirmative. 
Jliir. GlUFFITH: I move that the re."nmp­

tion of the debate stand an nrdei' of the day for 
this day week. 

The PREMIER : In commencing the pro­
ceeuings to-night it had bee_n intimated to me 
that there was little pro1mbihty that the debate 
would extend beyond the dinner hour. I di<l 
not understand exactly how it was meant to 
close it ; but I believe it was meant to be 
closed by the other side refusing to discuss the 
Address in Reply. \Ve have had demonstra­
tion, I think, of that in the way in which we 
have been met. I put the ordinary J•:•timatPs 
for the year on the table; I could not ]JOssi!Jly, 
in courtesy to the House, have refused to do 
otherwise. They supply most useful information 
ta our successors ; but instead of being met pro­
perly, I can see quite well that the whole thing 

had been ttrranged, because I was met with a 
proposition that shelved the consideration of the 
.Estimate"-by moving that they be not printed. 
There \Va.-; no reaRon for bringing fonvarrl a. pr<)­
po.,ition of that kind when I was inhodncin1,;- the 
Estimates-in-Chief, because they were prepared 
as much in the interests of any succeeding 
l\1inistry as of ourselves. \Vhen the uext 
matter came on I admit that there was room for 
discussion, and was <1nite prepared for it ; but 
those facts satisfied me that a general discussion 
on the Speech was not wanted or desired by the 
other side of the Houoe. The Government have 
been defeated three times before the debate 
on the Speech carne on ; and, considering the 
circurnstances, sir, I have now to intirnate to 
this House that we will take the po.sition of the 
Government into consideration, and at the 
earliest possible moment to which we adjonrn 
the House I will intimate what has been done in 
the meantime. 

Mr. GIUFFITH: \Vith the permi~'ion of tlw 
House I should like to say a few words. Havin:; 
moved the resumption of the debate, I am not 
entitleu to do so without permission. 

HONOl'lL\BLE 1\IE"rBF.RS: Go on. 

l\Ir. GlUFFITH: \Vhen the House met thi' 
aftPrnoon, and. the lllGHHttge frmu 1 I i;-j _Excullene,;­
the Governor car ne down, it appeare(_l t1 ~ buth 
myself and my frienus on thic; side of the Hnn"' 
to be a very nnn:·mal course for a <ioverrnnent in 
the lJOMition of the pret-lent (i-ovennnent to 
move that the <locnment be printed :md form 
part of the records of the .House, and we felt 
justified in placing on record onr clisapproval of 
their conduct. That is what we intended to do; 
but we had not the slightest idea when cluing so 
of forest>elling the debate upon the Address in 
Reply, beca1me we conceive that it would be a 
very extraordinary departure from Parliamenbry 
practice on an occasion like this to decline to 
proceed with the Address in Reply to His 
Excellency's Opening- Speech. There i' this 
circmmtance that makes the present occasion 
different from others. His Excellency has jnst 
arrived in the colony, and I think both sides of 
the House should end ea \'OUr to see their way to 
unite in congratulating hinr on assun1ing the reins 
of Government. The Opposition have not been 
favoured with copy of the Address in Heply­
supposing it was intended to propose one, as I 
hope it will be still-but I presume that we may 
all join in congmtulating His Excellency on his 
arrival in the colony. The intention of the 
Oppo.,ition wns to move an amendment to the 
Address in Heply, conveying to His Excellency a 
statement that they did not repoNe confidence in 
His Excellency's pre3ent advisers. In moving the 
two motions I did I said very little. I did not in 
any way refer to the conduct of the Government 
during the past, or during the intervnl which h'ts 
elapsed since the prorog-ation of Parliament. I 
intended doing that when 1noving the arnendu1e11t 
on the Ad<lreRs in He ply. The hon. gentlemmt at 
the head of the Government made a speech on the 
last motion which I am quite sure must lut~·e 
been intended to have been delivered on the 
motion by way of amendment to the Ad<lress, 
and which I have had no opportunity of m"wer­
ing, nor do I much care to do so. I only wish 
to assnre the hon. g-~ntleman that he has mis­
conceived the intentions of the Opposition. All 
we wished to do by these two motions was to 
express our disappr'oval of what we-rightly or 
wrongly-thought to be an imprnper course. Of 
course the (i-overnnlent are the custodians of 
their own honour, lmt I think it woul!l be very 
regrettable if the House did not congratnlatn 
His Excellency on his accession to the reins of 
government in this colony. I hope the Govern· 
ment will see their way to that. 
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The PHEMIER: In making the announce­
ment I did, I do not intend to recede from it in 
the slightest. I do not think it is generous for 
the hon. gentierrtan to suggest even that I in­
tended any discourtesy to His Excellenc) the 
t~-overnor. 

Mr. G HIFFITH : I did not mean anything of 
the sort. 

The PRE:\HER : I move that this House do 
now adjourn until 3 o'clock on :'\Ionday next. 

Mr. GlUFFITH : I would point out to the 
hon. gentleman that his motion supersedes other 
1nessages frmn HiR ]~xcellency, and would 
suggest that he should with<lraw his motion until 
they have been received. 

The PllKIVIIEE : 'What are the messttges ? 
Mr. GRIFJ<'ITH: The Speaker has just in­

formed me that there is another mesRage from 
J IiR Excellency, which he haR not yet announced 
to the House. 

The PRKMIEE: If the Speaker had inti­
rn;tted to me that there were other messages from 
l IiR Excellency, I would not havt> mo\·ed the 
Inotion. 

:\fr. URil<'l•'ITH: The Speaker i>< qnite right. 
J-Te read one 111er:suge at a tiute, anJ n, HlOtion 
de:tling with it must ue dis]"'""cl of hefore the 
next is reacl. 

The J\IINISTEll FOie LA::fDS: When <licl 
they arrive? 

Mr. GRIFFITH: They all arrived together. 

The SPEAI{ER: I have had no opportunity 
of informing the House that there is a fm-ther 
n1essage frorn His Excellency, beca.n8e nwtion 
after motion has ueen before the House. The 
motion of the hon. member for North Brisbane 
is th>~t the resumption of the debate stand an 
Order of the Dny for this day wetek. That has 
been SU]Jerseded by the motion of the Premier­
that the House do now adjourn until 3 
o'clock on :\Ionchty. If the Premier withdraw" 
hiR motion, that of the hon. member for J'\orth 
Brisbane may be carried, and then I will rea<] the 
other rnessage frorn His Excellency the Governor. 

J\1otions withdmwn by consent. 

MESSAGE l•'ROM THE GOVERiWJL 

The SPEAKER read a message from Hi'< 
}~xcellency the Governor, tranRmitting a Bill to 
amend the Queensland Stock Inscription Act of 
1883. 

On the motion of the COLOKIAL THEA­
SUHEH, consideration of the ruessage was rnwJe 
an Order of the Day for Tue,;rlay next. 

AD.T 0 FENJ\IIO:::'\T. 

The PHK:VIIElt: I move that the House do 
now adjourn till J'.Ionrlay, at 3 o'clock. I make 
thiR rnotion, of course, to suit the convenience of 
all members of the House, ancl I umler~;taml 
that nmny of the conntry memberR wish to get 
away. \Ve Rhall ue able to make proper arrange­
ments by that time. If there is any objection 
to :Monday, I :tm quite prepared to substitnte 
Tuesday. 

HoNOURABLE ME1IBEI\S : :Make it Tuesday. 

The PRKiVIIJ~H: I have no objection, an<l I 
amend the motion by moving that the House 
do now adjourn till Tuesday next at 3 o'clock. 

Mr. GRIFFITH: I Rhould like to say a word 
before the HouRe adjourns. As I intimated 
before, it was the intention of the Opposition to 
move an amendment upon the Address to the 
Governor, and I regret very much th>tt an 
opportunity has not been afforded us for taking 

that more regular and ordinary course. The 
Govern1nent, however, are nw .. :5ter~ of their own 
actions. The amendment I had intended to 
propose is this :-

Wd beg respE~~tfully to inform Yonr l<~xr~eneney that 
we deem it e~"cntial to tile sati~!'actorv trausa<'tion of 
public bu~ines~ that Your Excellency's. a.fl.visers shonld 
pol<l~C-"-" the conlidcnec of thi~ House and the <'Onntry; 
awl that. ha-Ying- regard to t.he llOli<'y publicly ennll­
f'iatcd by Your :Bxeollcncy·s present achiscrs 1vith 
respect to the construction or railways by means ot 
laml grants, the introduntion of ln(lian labour, antl 
other matters of gra\'C illlllOl"tan<><', w~ are unable tu 
re1Josc onr eoutidence in them. 

It is nnnecessary for rne to give reaRons now. 
These are the uuttters upon which the Govern­
ment went to the country, and upon which 
the1·e is, strangely enough, ttn absence of refer~ 
ence in his Excellency's Speech to-d>~y. I do 
not rmne1D ber any previou:-; occa.~ion when HiN 
Excellency's Speech was not read in thi>< 
Chamber. I do not intend to n:ake the speech 
tlmt I should have made if that ha<l been done. 
The Premier eYidently made a speech which wa>< 
prepared as a reply to mine. I only wish to 
say that the Premier's memory was sarlly at 
fault in his speech with reference to myself alH! 
1ny utterance:-; in V[trious pltwes, rtnd with refer­
ence to other members on this side. lt is nn-
1l8Cess:lry to go into pnrticnlarR, beemu;e wha.t 
he :tml hi>< pm-ty have sai<l :tnd done dnring tlw 
laRt general election is thoroughly well nmler, 
stood uy the people of the colony. 

l\Ir. BLACK rose to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER : The hon. gentlenmn is per­
fectly in order in speaking to the qnestion of the 
adjournment of the House. 

l\Ir. GRIFJ;'ITH : The hon. gentleman cannot 
object tu my saying a few words after the stormy 
attack made upon me. I have only to say that 
the country is fully aware of the proceedings of 
the last two months. They know exactly what 
ha]Jpenecl, and I do not think they will learn 
much from anything that has been said this 
evening. On our side we are perfectly content 
with the verdict of the country. If hon. gentle­
men on the other side think we have done 
wrong, I am sure that if \.Ye have our sins will be 
vi··ited upon onr own heads. If we have done 
right we shall get our reward. I rather regret 
that I have not had the opportunity of making the 
ohort speech that I had intended to deliver. 

Mr. l\fOREHEAD: I am very glad indee<l 
that we have now got this wonderful amendment 
out of the leader of the Oppooition, although I 
muKt Hay tht~t it i" not at all in t~ccordancc 
with the text he has been preaching dming 
the last electoral cmnpaign. \Ve hear nothing 
of the corruption, 1·oguery, ancl villainy that has 
taken place on this side of the House, more espe­
cially am<l!lgRt those holding office. \V e are 
simply told that the House does not believe in 
land-grant railways and coolie labour. The 
hon. gentleman WaN certainly one of the first 
to advocate the Hailwnys Prelimirmries Bill, 
which included the la11d:grant system. I htwe 
come into the House pledg-ed to the land-grant 
system. Although I w:1s defeated in tht1 \'alley, 
l Htill advocate that system, and very recently 
I have advocated it before my constituents in the 
Balonne. Therefore I am at issue with the hon. 
gentleman on that point. \Vith reference tn 
the Coolie question-what does the hon. gentle­
Jnan, the charneleon legislator, the 1nan \vho 
changes his tune in every con::;tituency he goes to­
what does he re>~lly and finally think about it? 
Hitherto the hon. gentleman's opinionR on that 
matter have changed frt'lll day to day; but 
perhaps he has been misreported. He is indeed 
the most unfortunately reported man in Queens­
land, It is a most astonishing thing that no 
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reporter c~tn report exactly what the hon, 
gentleman has s~tid-that is to say, when it does 
not sr1uare with public opinion. If it does, then 
the. reporter is right. But if next day a leading 
artwle in a rw\v<:lpaper ::;ays, ''This '''on't do: 
our great leader of the Oppo~ition haK nutde a 
1nistake, '' he says, "I never baid so; it is tbt_tt 
wretche(l rerorter." It iK an astonishing· thin~ 
that no nwn in the colony has lH:~en ,-.;o cm~­
sisteutly misreported as the leader of the 
0 ppo.-;ltion. \V e unfortunate 1nen on thih Nide 
of the House are eonsi:->tently properly re­
porte<l, alld we get into trouble fur uivino· 
honest vent to our opinions. rrhe hon. g;utlt~ 
man has denier! to-night, by interjectin11, that 
he went in for the -10,000 a-Yenr innnigra­
tion scheme. It has heen clc·Ml}: proverl by the 
hon. member for Townsville tlmt that state­
ment, at any mte, is cormborated by the whole 
Pre~x. of the colony. I do not wi~h to s.ay 
anythmg that would hurt the v:1linnt meml1er 
for South lh·islmne, but he is an ad n1ca.to 
for what are known ns ".Torda.n':-; lL~rnh-.;." 
The hon. member fur South lll'islJmle (Mr. 
.fordan) advocated Htrongly the i11trodnction of 
a l;ix. a~ week clrt:-;H of lnbour, n11d he ww~ hrLckeLl 
up in that st;ctement by the advocacy of the 
leader of the Oppcmition. That al'<> ]""'' 
been denied. Then we come to another 
a.nd a. rnnch nwre burning qur~,:;tion, so far 
a..; the elections were conc~rned-nn.rnely, the 
introduction of Chine~e. There we find, according 
to the Press reports of the best reporters that 
could be sent from Brisbane, that the leader of 
the OpJ""ition at Roma most distinctly and 
certainly said that the Chinese were a le><ser evil 
than any other chtss of colonrerl Ltbnur could be. 

Mr. GlUFFITH: I never was ret,orted to 
have said that, and I never 'aiel it. 

::\Ir. :MOHI<~HEAD : Of course it was after­
wards contradicteel. 

::\lr. GRIYFITH: It was never so reported. 
l\tr. l\IOREHEAD : Of cour>'e I assume that 

the report was correct, and, with all rlue rlefer­
enee to the leader uf the Opposition, I lllay '"Y 
that 1 have as much right to believe in the 
honesty of n reporter---that he woulrl not put 
down what w:t:-:; not :-;ai<l-n~ I have to believe 
the leacler of the Uppn>'ition. 1 sny it wns 
reported by more than one reporterthnt the hun. 
gentle1w1n leaned towar(h; the Chinmnen. [ 
don't know how the Chinamen felt, hnt if I hac! 
been a China11mn I should rather have wished he 
hac! not leaned toward., me. I belie;-e the hem. 
gentleman did aehomtte the introduction of 
Chinese labour, and I hold that to be the most 
<langerons kiml of l:tbonr th~tt cuulcl be introduced. 
It might in the fnture produce a leader of the 
Opposition or a Premier, for there is no donht 
that in every position of life in which Chinamen 
ha vu emne _into cmnpetition with _Europettns they 
hu.vo been HI very 1nany in.-.;tance:::; ~nceessfnl. It 
is just '" well that the hon. :::entlem:tn should 
know the'e things have been s:ticl of him. I look 
forward myself to the day when even the peoplo 
of Quemt:-;1and, who are snppnRed to have given 
snch an unclonbted majnrity to the Opposition at 
the present time, will find that they h:we been 
worshipping a brute-Baal; and that, after all, 
the lte:tdor of the · Opposition is not snch 
a wnnrlt~rfnl bRing aR they thoug-ht he waR. 1 
mther think that his action yesterd:ty has pretty 
well Hhattered their idol. 'rhnt is all opinion 
which I do not hohl alone. It has founclntter­
ance in the columns of the leading journal of this 
colony in an article which I have no doubt you, 
sir, have yourHelf carefully perused. I think per­
ha.ps I have an exceptiona.l right to cxpreHR an 
opinion in thi:-: How·m, beca,use I not only repre­
sent what some hem. members opposite rnrty 
jn1propel'ly Cil!ll a purely squatting constituency, 

but I also represent a very large section 
of Fortitucle Valley. In one of the mmt 
thickly-populated coi1stituencies in the colouy, 
having the largest nlunber of electors on the roll, 
I obtained the votes of G5G electors, am! I have 
no hesitation in .•~aying that not six hon. rnetnbers 
on the other ,;ide of the House can claim to have 
had that number polled for them. Therefom, I 
ha, ye a right to exprBRH the opinion, not only of 
the Balonne electorate, but ah;o of a large nnrnlnw 
of the electors of }'ortitude Valley-an electorate 
;-.;ez·ond to none iu intelligence in the colony--an 
electurate which, whatever injustice it has re­
ceived frmu it~:; present representative, will alwa.y:.; 
receive juslice at my hands. So far as I am in­
di,-idually concerned, I am very glacl there is to be 
a clmnge of Government. I will tell the leader of 
the Opposition and those who follow him-follow 
after his shadow--why I am glad. :My reason i.s 
th<~t the hrm. gentleman h>ts succeeded, by devices 
best known to himself and to his trusted fol­
lowerH, in raiKing ~uch a rniKt of di~trul-it and 
c:clmnny round the holders of office that it i,.; 
time the mi.st Wits ,]ispelled or the clmrges made 
by him proved. It rests with that hou. gentle­
m,tn, ~tnd those with him who are about to 
tltke the olllces left vacant, either to pmve those 
charges which they lmve spread so industriously 
frnm one end of the colony to the other, or, by 
not being· able to prove them, substantiate what 
we 'ay--namely, that those statements were base­
less, false, am! set abro:tll with the calculation to 
mi,;lead the country, and enable the Opposition 
to reach office by trampling over the reputations 
of thosp who helrl oliice before them. Unless he 
and hisfuture colleagues can clear themselves, let 
the fault lie on their heads ; and, on the other 
hand, if wrong lms been done by the present 
Government-if they have clone anything of the 
things charged against thern-let the c)ffence Le 
brought home and the guilty punished. A very 
serious responsibility rests on the head of the 
leader of the Opposition for having made those 
ch:1..rge.:-;, antl he rnn:"lt substantiate then1 or covt~r 
hi1nself with ig·non1iny. There iH no getting 
ont of it. Fron1 the tirne when Sir ']]wlna.~ 
::\tci!wmith first led the Treasury benches we 
h~1ve heard one Herim; of clwxgeN, not one of which 
has heen snb>'t>Lntirtted. "\nd now that he is leav­
ing office the leader of the Opposition, instead of 
Lasing hi~ U.Ill8n(lrnent on the chargeK of corrup­
tion :me! abuse of power which he has ventilatecl 
so freely during the electoral carnpaign, shel­
ters himself behind a miser:thle amendment 
dealing with fJUestions which he himself will 
have to settle. 

Que,tion-That this House rlo now adjouru­
pnt awl passecl. 

The House adjourned at seventeen minute•.·; 
past 8 o'clock until the usual hour on Tuesday 
uext. 




