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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Tlmrsda,ij, G Jul,ij, 1882. 

Xew Ril1s.-Deeds of Grant Bill.-l)ctition.-Joint Com~ 
mittecs.-Address in Reply-resnm1>tion of debate. 

The SPEAKEH took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

NEW BILLS. 
The SPEAKER read a Message from His 

Excellency the Governor, forwarding the follow­
ing new Bills for the consideration of the 
House:-

A Bill to authorise the Construction, l\Iainten­
ance, and \V or king of Tramways on Public 
Streets and Roads in such manner as not to 
impede ordinary traffic. 

A Bill to amend :ctnd extend the provisions of 
the Divisional Boards Act of 187fl. 

A Bill to make better provision for the Hegula­
tion of Immigration into the Colony of Queens­
land. 
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A Bill to conwlidate and amend the bwR regn. 
lating the Sale by Hetail of Intoxicating Liqnors 
within the Colony of Queenslaml and fOl' other 
purposeR relating thereto. 

A Bill to amend the law relating to :Yiineral 
Lands. 

A Bill to provide for the Sale to T,ocal Authori· 
tie.,; of Land required for Lomtl vVorks or other 
public purposes. 

A Bill to amend the Scwings Bank Act of 1872. 
It was ordered that the :Message be taken into 

consiclemtion on Tuesday next. 

DEEDS OF GRANT BILL. 

The SPEAKEll read a second ThT<•·,,.,agc from 
Jiis Excellency the Go\'ernor, forwarding, fnr 
the considemtion of the House, a Bill aLJthoris­
ing the Surrender of }'reoholcl Land:-; to the 
Crown, and the issne of new Deeds of Gmnt to 
the Owner thereof in certain cases. 

On the motion of the PREMIEH (Hon. T. 
Mcilwraith), the Bill was rmvl a first time, and 
the second reading made an Order of the Dtcy 
for Tuesday next. 

PETITIO::'\. 

Mr. V. A. COOPl<;It presented a petition from 
resid<mb; at Cook, Port Dougla,.,, Herberton, aml 
the ] Iodgkim.:;ou, praying for the constrnction of 
aLine of Railwu,y fr,nn Port Dmu;·la-.; to llerbert.m 
1'ict Northcote, with a l.mtuch to the Hodg·kinson. 

T'etitinn read and received. 

.TOIXT 00:!\Il\IITTE.ES. 
On the motion to take into consideration the 

n1essage frmn the Lq.~·i:::;latin~ Conncil <1f the 
previons day with rcfet·ence to ,Joint Oom­
lnitteeR, 

The PRJDriEH. moved that the following 
hon. member< be nominated members of the 
.Joint Committee" of the two Houses:~ 

l•'nr the I,ibrary Committee: :\Ir. Speaker, 
:\fr. lVIcLean, and Mr. 1<'. A. Cooper. 

l-tefreshn1ent Romn:-; ~Ianagen1ent Cmn1nittee : 
Mr. Speaker, Mr. Black, and 1\[r. de Poix-Tyrel. 

l:'arliamentrtry Building·" Committee : Mr. 
Speaker, 1\lr. Stevens, mtd 1\Ir. Gritfith. 
That these appointments be conmmnicated to 
the Legislative Council by message in the usual 
form. 

Q nestion put and passed. 

ADDRESS IN HEPLY ~RESUMPTIOX OJ<' 
DRBATR 

On the Order of the Day for the resumption of 
the debate, on the motion of Thir. Ferguson~ 
"That the Address in lleply to the Opening 
Speech of His Excellency the Governor be now 
adopted by the House "~being read by the Clerk, 

Mr. BAILEY said that before referring to 
the Speech itself he wished to notice a remark 
made by the h<m. member who moved the 
Address in Reply (Mr. :Fergnson), which, though 
there was nothing perhaps very wrong in it, 
embodied a tone which had for many years been 
the tone of the House towrtnls Thiaryborough :~ 

"He (:Ur. Ferguson) ha<l always maintained, and did so 
still, that the Brh;ba·ne River, being not only an imvor­
tn.nt ·port, but the waterway of the metropolis, was 
entitled to consideration. At the same time, in carry­
ing out the improvement~ of the ports between Brisbane 
and Rockhampton, he thought the Government had 
hardly denlt fairly with the latter place. The old dredge 
"Lytton" had been taken to Bundaberg, and the new 
dredge "Saurian,'' built specially for the Fitzroy River, 
was detained in the River ~Inry." 

As a matter of fact, there was no dredging 
being done in the Hiver Mrtry ; rtnd the dredge 

"Snnrin,n,'' when finished, might, unle~s the 
members for that district exercised more influence 
than they had done in the past, go elsewhere. 
He ob.i ected to the statement so often reiterated, 
thnt there were only two p01'ts in QneenHland 
wmthy of notice~ Brisbane rtnd Rockhamptou. 
He wished it to be distinctly understood 
that :Ylary borough asserted her equal right 
to he treated as a port and to partftke 
of the ad Yantages accorded to other ports. 
The 1\Iary, as well as other rivers, requirerl 
dredging, and require<! the same fftcilities for 
her commerce that Brisbane and Hockhmnp­
ton ha.d alwn,ys receivnd frorn the Governnll'nt. 
J.'rom that day henceforward, therefore, let it lHe 
understood that the port of l\[aryborough stoorl 
on an equal footing with any other port in tlw 
colony ; >tnd it barle fair to be in a few year,, if 
not the premier port. certainly secrmd only to Bris­
bane. Turning to the Speech, the first thing· tlmt 
struck him "''1s the position w hi eh the GoYernment 
occupieLl with respect to Queensland. Queensl>t!Hl 
was a great mother with seYen children, and the 
CiovernnlGnt were by law the protectors of those 
children. First, there was the pastoral interest, 
the eldest and biggest boy of the family. ::'\ e"<t 
cmne fanning, then the trn,ding indnRtry, the 
rnanufactnriug induRtry, the n1ining inchu:.try, 
the timher industry, and the sugar industry. 
Looking throngh the whole of the Speech, it 
wonlLl be found that the big boy of the family was 
patted on the back, and the best things given t<> 
him at the expense of his brethren. Ko matter 
how the other children suffered, that boy h:vl 
alwayR the bef't tnatlnent ; and, on looking· 
through the Speech, one could not fail to see with 
what grettt care the pastoral interc>st was treated, 
ami with wlmt slight consideration indeed nu.st 
of the other interests were treated. He wonl<l 
pass O\'l'l' the sentimental parts of the R]Jeech 
and con1e cl()wn to the paragraph with reRpect tn 
the British-Tndia ::\Tail Ser.-iee. Hon. member" 
would no doubt remember tlmt three princip:tl 
rea:-;on:-; \V ere given \vhy that sm·vice should be 
agree<l to by the House~althongh they ne\'er 
did agree to it. Thm:;e rettRons \Vere, that it wonhl 
lle an efficient 1nail Rel'vice, an excellent ::;er\'ice 
for the carriage of frozen meat, and that the 
service would absorb at Brisbane every year 
30,000 tons of coal. The member" for Ipswich 
were threatened that they would never dare to 
go back to their constituents if they forcml 
the ({overmnent to sacrifice that trrtde of 
30,000 tons of coal a year. As a mattcei· 
of fact, those three great inducements lwlrl 
out to compel the House to agree to the 
service had fallen to the grnnml. It was 
now acknowledged that as a mail service it was 
most inef!icient~that it was the slowest mHl 
perhaps the most expensive mail service in the 
world~that traders and mermtntile men were 
compelled to send their letters by other rout"'' 
at exorbitant rates. ln short, as " mail son· ice 
it had been a complete failure. As to fl'nzen 
meat, he had not hertrd that those steamers had 
ever carried any of it~and, indeed, people who 
now wished to send home frozen meat were fall­
ing back upon sailing vessels in preference to 
steamers; rtnd the 30,000 tons of coal required for 
the service was obtained, not in Queensland, 
but from Kewcastle. That it was a cargo 
service everyone \\Taf-:l willing to ttdn1it, and 
perhaps " good one, though he was not r1uite 
sure on that point~but time would show. If 
they ever allowed that service to get a monopoly 
freights would be sent up very quickly, and the 
Northern men who now gloried in having it would 
perhaps be the first to cry out against it. The 
hon. member for Enogg·era (l\fr. Rutledge), the 
other evening, when speaking about that service, 
did not quite complete his argument against it. 
To the statement that the tmde of Brisbane was 
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being injured by the service-that as a mail 
service it was a failure as far as the southern end 
of the colony was concerned-he ought to have 
added that the districts surrounding Brisbane, 
Jlllaryborough, Gympie, and the Burnett, which 
derived little or no benefit from the service;­
that in those districts was the population which 
contributed three-fourths of the subsidy for the 
service-a subsidy to a firm or company that was 
da1naging their O\Vll interests. That was where 
the weak point lay. If the subsidy was found 
Ly those only who reaped the benefit from it 
no one would complain; but it was raised in one 
place to Lenefit dwellers in quite another place, 
while the damage was done in the place where 
the subsidy was raised. It was also stated in 
the Speech that the value of the service for 
mail purposes had been greatly impaired by the 
action of the London Post Office. That was a 
most miserable whine. The fact really was that 
the Government wished to compel mercantile 
men to get their letters here in sixty or sixty-six 
days, whereas the mercantile men wished to get 
them in thirty-six clays. The English authorities, 
on the other hand, wished letters to be sent by 
the most speedy route, and that was why the value 
of the service had been impaired. The English 
Government were acting in the interests of the 
mercantile community of the colony, who could 
not afford to have their invoices reaching them 
a fortnight or three we~ks after the arriYa! of 
their goods. That partrcular paragraph mrght 
well have been omitted from the Speech, for it 
w<ts evidently quite wrong to say that it was the 
J<:nglish Post Office authorities who had impaired 
the postal value of the service. He hoped to see 
the clay when the Orient steamers would come 
to Brisbane, not in sixty-six, but in thirty-six 
days. The next paragraph in the Speech stated 
that-

"Xegotiations haYc been in progress between the 
Transcontinental Hallway Syndicate and my Govern­
ment in reference to the construction of a line to the 
Gnlf of Carpeutaria, and 'vith other bodies in reference 
to the construction of lines from the Southern and 
Western Itailway to the New South 1Vales border. The 
proposals of the latter have been declined on account of 
the tCl'HlS asked being tOO high. rrhc offer Of the former 
".Yas al::;o declined, but my l\iinisters believe that terms 
will be satisfactorily arranged.'' 

He had not much doubt about that, but he very 
much doubted that the terms would be arranged 
satisfactorily for the other syndicn,tes. He had 
reacl through the papers bearing upon the matter 
which had been placed on the table of the House­
not very carefully, he must admit-and he had 
observed that there was a very great contrast 
between the treatment of the two syndicates. 
The one was an Australian syndicate, and, he 
'vas going to say, perhaps unfortunately for 
them the name of Gresley Lukin appeared in 
connection with it ; the other was a London syn­
dicate. The one was a syndicate that proposed 
to make railways by white men, and the other to 
make them by coolies ; that was the difference. 
The Government were quite willing to come to 
almost any sort of terms with the coolie one, but 
the proposals of the one in which the name of 
Gresley Lukin appeared-the real Australian 
Syndicate-were treated with such contempt as 
to rouse the indignation of the promoters, and to 
cause them to use language in some of their let­
ters that one could hardly think one gentle­
man would write to another. He could only 
excuse such langua,ge in consequence of the 
villainous treatment which that syndicate re­
ceived at the hands of the Government. \Vhy 
should proposals of such magnitude be pigeon­
holed by the Governmentfor'rnonthsand months 
-eight months, he believed-and sometimes not 
even an anc;wer retumed stating whether they had 
received them or not? Informal conferences ; 
nothing- written down-conferences, the suLject 
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matter of which could be repudiated at any 
moment-no written correspondence backwards 
and forwards. But in the case of the London 
Syndicate there were telegrams and letters; every 
convenience, every facility afforded them, every 
encouragement held out to them; everything 
that that House in its weakest moment would 
agree to promise; and why? Because it was 
the London Syndicate, and the greater portion of 
the line would be constructed by coolie labour. 
The next paragraph said :-

"Offers have been made by a company to construct a 
railway fron1 Rockhampton to Port Alnut, with no land 
grant, except such Government land as might be required 
for the puriJoses of the ra,ilway and wharves. The 
Government have accepted the offer by agreeing to 
support a private Rill to give powers to the conqmny to 
construct and work the line." 
He would ask whether they were to hand over to 
the company the welfare of the whole of the 
Central district-in reality to actually give them 
power to lock up the whole trade and to dictate 
to that district what course their traffic should 
take, and in what way they should reach the sea;­
in fact, by holding the key to Rockhampton, to 
hold the key to the whole of that district? He 
never heard of such a thing in his life. And yet 
the Government had agreed to it-had actually 
agreed before the House had met, and not in a 
straightforward, manly way either, but to sup­
port" private Bill for the purpose. If ever there 
was a measure that should have been a Govern­
ment measure it was the line from Rockhampton 
to Port Alma, for if ever there was a line in the 
colony upon which the welfare of so many 
thousands of men depended it was that line ; 
and what scheme more deserved to be brought 
in as a Government measure than one proposing 
to place in the hands of a private company the 
very key of the whole Central district ? U pan 
the very face of it, it was mean to place such a 
paragraph as that in the Governor's Speech, and 
he wondered almost that His Excellency should 
have pronounced the sentence telling the colony 
that for mere expediency they were prepared to 
hand over to some foreign capitalists the inter­
ests of so large and important a district. The 
next paragraph went on to say :-

" 'rhe public works of the colony have been very much 
retarded by the extraordinary and unprecedented 
demand for labour in every part of the colony. My 
Government have taken exceptional steps to increase 
immigration." 
He thought they had taken very exceptional 
steps to prevent immigration. He was afraid 
that if they were going to bring immigrants down 
the Red Sea, and deaths from sunstroke occurred, 
as had happened already, they were taking very 
exceptional steps to prevent immigrants from 
coming here ; for let the report go home to Eng­
land that immigrants coming down the Red Sea 
were liable to sunstroke, and they would be very 
chary indeed of coming to Queensland by that 
route. There was no doubt that immigrants 
were required in very large numbers here, and 
he thought they would have to bring them 
in the old-fashioned way, or at any rate not 
by the Heel Sea route during certain months 
of the year. He thought the value of immi­
gration had not been properly appreciated in 
<~ueensland yet. He found in the North Ameri­
cnn Rc1•iew for April last an article headed 
"Why they come," referring to the vast stream 
of immigration to the United States at the 
present time. A most appropriate introduction 
was given by the writer to his article. He even 
quoted Scripture for immigration purposes-

" ·when ye go, ye shall come unto a people secure, and 
to a large land; for God hath given into your hands a 
place 'vhcre there is no want of any t.hing that is in the 
earth." 
If he had Leen in Quecnsl,tnd he would have 
added to the text, "and whatever side of the 
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country you go you shall have coolies to work for 
you. " That was practically w lutt was said !Jy 
the hon. member for Mackay, last night, in other 
language, and no doubt if they put in that addi­
tion they would get plenty of immigrant~. But 
that was not the sort of immigmtion he wanted. 
He believed they would get the scum of London, 
a good deal of the scum of Liverpool, and an 
infinite variety of gaol-birds if they held out that 
promise. The number of immigrants landed in 
the United States last year, he found, was no less 
than 720,000 from all nations, and the writer of 
the article he referred to, in comparing the immi­
grants from Europe with the labour to which 
they had been accustomed in the Southern States, 
that was slave labour-and here he might say 
that there was not very much difference between 
slave labour and the servile labour of the kanaka 
or Indian coolie, it was more in name than in 
reality, and the advantage was all on the side of 
the employer-said:-

u During the existence of slavery the cash value of an 
ordinary 'field hand,' unintelligent and descended from 
a barbarous ancestry, was 500 dollars and upwards. 
}~ach immigrant may safely be valued at double this 
amount, if we consider the commercial value of here­
ditary intelligence, and the large 1n·oportion of skilled 
and professional men \Vho are comprised in the immi­
gration of each year. Assmning that each immigrant 
ha~ in his brain and muscle a power equal to a ea pi tal 
to a metropolis of 1,000 dollars, we gained in the ymtr 
1881 alone something like 720,000,000 dollars, anll a cash 
capital (at 83 dollars per head) of over 61,000,000 dollars. 
Surely the causes which lead to or divert from onr 
shores snch a. perennial and prolific source of popuht­
tion and wealth are of interest to us and "'\YOrth onr 
attention." 

The same writer, at the end of his article, wound 
up in this way:-

"In ninety years a feeble people of :3.900,000, occupy­
ing a country adjacent to the sea. ha~ been transformed 
into one of the greatest nations of the world, having a 
population of 50,000,000, spanning a continent, and pos­
sessing untold wealth and boundle&s resources. 

"'Vhile its cosmopolitan character in the future is 
assured, the peaceful blending of many nation::tlities 
has resulted in the ' survival of the fittest.' 

"As the J~nglish displaced the Indians, and ab:;;orbed 
the Hollanders and Swedes iu colonial days, HO their 
descendents throughout these broad domain.s receive 
and amalgamate all peoples, languages, and tongue"~. 
All who settle here become Americanised. Xo other re­
sult is lJOssible ; henceforth, they become 11art of the 
most numerous English-speaking nation on the earth." 

The argument of the writer was the superiority, 
the greater value to the country of free immi­
grants over a servile class of la !Jour, no matter 
where it came from. Many members, in speak­
ing about the labour necessary for the growth of 
sugar up North, laboured under a slight error. 
They took it for granted that with no other 
labour could sugar be profitably produced ; but 
he was not quite sure of that. He had seen cn,ne 
grown profitably by white labour. He had 
known himself scores of farmers who had suc­
cessfully grown cane on very profitable terms 
indeed, according to the rates which the sugar­
grower was at present obtaining. He had seen 
more than that. He had seen in a slave country 
the first step for the abolition of slavery taken 
by a few white men who ventured to compete 
in sugar-growing with the slave-holders. He 
remembered the time well when a few Western 
Islandmen-driven, he believed, !Jy famine from 
the \V estern Islands-landed in Brazil, eight 
degrees south of the line, in a much hotter 
climate, he believed, than ttny part of Aus­
tralia, and where all the sugar cultivation was 
done by slave labour at that time. Those men 
managed to make such terms with the planters 
as were profitable to themselves and their em­
ployers, to assist in the growth and manufacture 
of sugar, and the result was that a systern sprang 
up by which white free labour-intelligent 
labour-was made me of for the cultivation of 

sngar; and in a few years the planters them­
selves did not object to the abolition of slavery 
altogether. 'With such a successful experiment 
as that, which hapllened not rnany years ago, he 
was quite confident that with a proper class of 
imrnigrants, under a systmn ·which could be 
afterwards devised, the whole of the sugar 
cultiva.tion neces"u·y in this colony could lJe 
well and, in bet, much better and much more 
profitably done !Jy white labour than it was now 
done by black. He was quite satisfied that no 
planter dared trust his interests in the hands of 
hired labourers. 1'\o matter how well he might 
treat his labourers, he wonld ask no planter to 
put himself at the mercy of his men at the crush­
ing season. But under such a system as he hacl 
seen put in practice, and ha<l seen to succeed, he 
had a very strong conviction that it would yet 
be found to !Je the one most profitable to the 
planters of Queensland. 'The Speech then went 
on to say:-

H J,and suitable for sugar cultiYation is eagerly sought 
after, and an immense area has been selected for that 
1mrpose in the Northern portions of Queensland.. 
rrhcse lands were withdrawn from selection last year, 
and again declared open, at an advanced upset price, 
without etl'octing any diminution in the rate of ~election. 
rrhe eult.ivation of sugar land promises a great future 
for X ortllern Queenshtnd.'' 

He would like to say a word or two about that. 
He found up Xorth that whilst there were sollle 
bond fide men selecting land for the cultivation of 
sugar, that there was cclso a class of adventurers 
who were picking the eyes of the country and 
speculating upon the transaction. They were 
not cane cultivators or planters at all, !Jut simply 
men who carne up to spy out Hpots of country here 
and there, and induced land epeculators to bn,ck 
them up afterwards. This land might some time 
be put under cane cultivation; but, at any rate, 
much land taken up in the Xorth now had been 
taken up, not for bonrl.tide purposes, but for mere 
purposes of speculation. There was quite a little 
mania about sugar lands. They knew that occa­
sionally, in gold rnining or any other kind of 
ruining, quite a mania arose for ~hares of all 
sorts, tmd no one troubled about the rmtl value 
of thmn. It wa.s a n1ere gmnbling in p<-tper; and 
so:lnething of the ~an1e Hort \Va8 now being dm1e 
up X orth with the so-called sugar lands. One 
of the last paragraphs of the Speech-of course 
thttt was where they might expect to find it­
was about railways. He was not :::mrprised 
th~1t the very vague \vay in which that paragraph 
wa,q worded might lead even some of the Govern­
ment supporters to think it was a threat held 
out that if they did not vote for the Transcon­
tinental Railway they would not get the Coast 
railwayr;. He \vas very glad, however, to hear 
from the declaration of the Premier that no 
such interpretation should !Je put upon it, but that 
the coast railways wonlcl be dealt with quite inde­
pendently of any personal schemes of the 1\Iinistry. 
r\.. con1mission, he observed, had been inquiring 
into the position of the Volunteer Forces. He 
had given his opini:)ll years ago that the mone.y 
spent on the force had been waeted, and h1s 
principal fear now was that more money would 
be wasted in the future in some ertually foolish 
manner. The next paragraph of the 8peech 
stated that there had been '" period of drought ; 
and he noticed in an earlier paragraph it was 
stated that the country had not suffered the disas­
trous effects caused by 'the drought in the southern 
colonies ; but for the most part abundance had 
prevailed in the pastoral districts. Anyone 
reading between the lines knew what that meant. 
There had been plenty of suffering and loss in the 
settled districts of the colony, but that did not 
1natter twopence~hu.lf~penny RO long as there was 
abundm1ce in the unsettled districts. 'rhe para­
graph was not true. J~veryone had suffered in the 



Address in Reply. [6 JuLY.] Add1•ess in Reply. 51 

settled districts, and it was no consolation to the 
sulierers to be told that things were not so bad 
so mew here else. Hon. members were also told 
that there would be a surplus this year of nearly 
a quarter of a million. Did the Government 
intend to take that out vV est, along with all the 
other moneys? ]\Tore than half that surplus <%1me 
from Customs duties which were collected from 
the people of the colony, nine-tenths of whom 
resided in the coast districts. vV as £Hi0,000 
more of the people's money to be spent in 
making darns and water holes along the line of 
the Transcontinental Hail way? :First, all sorts 
of water advantages \Vere given to the lessees; 
then all the land they wanted on the line was 
handed over to them ; and then, according 
to some of the agreements he had seen, the 
colony was to be blocked out of its own lands for 
the next ten years. \Vas the colony always to 
keep on paying and taking nothing ? There 
was not a hint of any proposal that this 
great interest which had been so petted and 
pampered should now take its stand along with 
the other intereots of the colony. Out of the 
little of the other interests that abundance 
referred to had been created, and it was about 
time that the settled districts should say we 
have done f[uite enough for the \Vest. Not 
that they were going to give it up,-they had 
paid for it too dearly to do that ; but whatever 
surplus there might be now ought to be spent 
where it was raised. The Government had now 
"' splendid opportunity of ]Jutting themse!Yes 
right with the divisional boards of the colony 
by fulfilling the promise made by them 
to make and maintain the main roads of 
the colony. The divisional bo>trds would be 
glad of such assistance, as many of them were 
perfectly incapable of taking OYer and kPeping 
in repair the main roads, especially in those dis­
tricts where there was only a thinly settled popu­
lation. He hncl no objection to the expenditure 
in the outside districts of any part of the surplus 
tlwt could be satisfactorily proved to have been 
raised there; but he strongly objected to money 
raised in the settled districts being sent in­
land, where so many millions had been sent 
before. The Government, he understood, were 
in \~esting in diamond drills and boring Jnn,­
chines ; but it was an extraordinary fact that 
throughout the whole Address very little was 
heard about the mining industry. The Govern­
ment could not afford to do anything for miners ; 
the most they could do was to make a penal 
law for thern now and again. The miners had, 
no doubt, contributed a large portion of the 
cost; and if thme boring machines, instead of 
being used for boring for water were to be 
n~ed for mining purposes, as in N e\V South 
\Vales and Victoria, the Speech would be 
far more satisfactory. Not a word wao said 
in favour of that industry, nor of the farm­
ing industry, nor of the timber industry­
an industry which he believed would shortly, if 
treated with proper c<tre, rank equal with the 
sugar industry. It would, however, have to be 
treated with care, or the Government would 
wake up some day to find that the fore,;ts now so 
vttluable had been destroyed and thfl colony 
made dependent on other countries for its supply 
of timber. The Government, however, had 
taken no steps to prevent so great an evil or to 
encourage an industry which n1ight be rnade 
second to none in the colony. 

Mr. FOOTE said he would not allow the 
debate to close without a few observations, 
though he regretted that the matter was not 
concluded last night, as it might have done if 
some hon. members on the Government side had 
not thought it necessary to comment on every 
paragraph of the Speech. Duringthelast few years 
many circumstances connected with the colony 

had very much changed. ·when the present Min­
istry took office the country was in a state of great 
depression, trade was stagnant, confidence was 
lost, and the affairs of the colony generally were 
in a ruinous state. No one could doubt the fact 
that the colony at the present moment was in a 
prosperous state; but, upon consideration, this 
would not appear surprising. The Government 
had succeeded in borrowing a very large sum of 
money, with which they were carrying out public 
works very vigorously and extensively, especially 
in the North ; and the circulation of so large a 
sum of money must necessarily bring prosperity 
to the colony. The weather and the state 
of the crops could have had little to do 
with the change, because the districts south 
of Hockhampton had suffered very severely 
from the drought ; though they had certainly not 
suffered quite so severely as some other parts of 
Australia had. The prosperity of the colony was 
certainly not so great in the south and south-west 
as in the northern parts of the colony. He was 
not, however, inclined to regard the present state 
of affairs as entirely satisfactory. As the storm 
preceded the calm, so a calm might in some cases 
precede a storm. Speculation was now very rife, 
but by-and-bye would come a time when money 
would not be so plentiful. Circumstances out­
side the colony, such as a prospect of war, might 
at any time bring about a reverse. During his 
experience in the colony he had seen many such 
reverses, and he had noticed that after a time 
of prosperity the change generally came very 
suddenly ; property then became depreciated, 
money was not to be had, and, as in 1866, 
and also when the present Ministry took 
office, immigrants were not able to find em­
ployment, and had to go elsewhere. He did not 
wish to say that the Government had not taken 
ad vantage of their opportunity to carry out the 
public works that were required; he gave them 
credit for being men who were keen enough to 
be able to see their opportunities when they 
arose. \Vith regard to the mail service, most of 
the arguments he had intended to put forward 
had been already advanced. As a mail service 
it was a complete failure, but as a merchant 
service there was no doubt it was a very good 
one. He did not say that it was just to the 
colony to subsidise a private company to such 
an extent for the purpose of bringing cargo to 
the colony. The result in this case had been 
to run other vessels off, or nearly so. They 
commenced very well, but it was with the 
immense advantage of having a very large sub­
sidy to cover a very great deal of their expenses. 
They commenced with their freights low, so that 
no one else was able to compete with them; but 
the result was that they had risen their freights 
once or twice since, and would continue to in­
crease them, and having a monopoly they could 
do that. No doubt the service was advantageous 
to the North and also to the South. One advan­
tage, cert,inly, in connection with it was, that 
when orders for goods were sent to England they 
could tell almost to a day when they would be re­
ceived; whereas, when the goods came by a sail­
ing vessel they could never tell when they would 
come to hand until the ship was actually in port. 
Therefore, even if merchants had to pay a little 
higher freight, it was actually a saving to them 
to have their goods sent by the steamers. Even 
as a mail service he considered that the North 
had been benefited by it, although the South had 
not. Of course the South of the colony was not 
Queensland, nor was everything that was done in 
the colony to be done for the exclusive benefit of 
the South. At the same time, while the general 
interests of the colony were to be considered, 
the metropolis should not be altogether lost 
sight of. It appeared to him that such had 
been the case in this imtance, and that the 
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primary object why the service, whether mail 
or merchant, had been established had been 
overlo.oked. Quick communication by post was 
very Important to merchants, and it was very 
necessary that let_t:rs should not be delayed, 
but that every faCility should be given to rner­
chal}ts. The North was benefited, for, from 
havmg been the portion of the colony which got 
its letters last, it now received them first. A 
great difficulty had, however, arisen about this 
service so far as letter communication was 
concerned. A steamer would leave London 
bringing out cargo, with the bills of ladin,; 
and invoices, ~n~ then, two or three days after~ 

:letter contammg a draft was sent by post 
by another line. That draft would be re­
ceived eight or ten days before the invoices and 
bills of lading, so that, when it was presented 
the person to whom it was addressed would 
have received no tidings of what it was for. 
The result was that some people did not care 
:.bout honouring drafts until they knew what 
they were going to get for them. He would not 
say that it did mischief, but it sometimes pro­
duced unpleasantness. About the Transcon­
tinental Railway--

Mr. MILES : That is not likely to come on 
now. 

Mr .. F9C?TE said he would not say anything 
about It If It was not now likely to come on-or 
at any rate, thi.; session, whatever the Govern~ 
ment might do in the future. He was not 
prepared to ridicule the idea, though he did 
not as yet put very much faith in it. He 
wished to get all the knowledge and information 
that he could before the question came on for 
discussion. The little he had seen, as far as 
he had gone, and what he had read of the jobs 
that had been perpetrated in America had not 
made him very favourably disposed' towards 
it. He could not say he would not oppose it 
>ts, apart from the railway itself and the land 
which was to be conceded to the company an 
immense power would be given to the c~m­
pany that would enable them to hold the politics 
of the colony in their own hands, and make 
them actually able to send men into this House 
who would vote them large sums of money fm·the 
purchase of the line or anything else. That made 
the scheme a pp ear to him to be a very dan "er­
ous one, because he wished to see the gov~rn­
ment of the country carried on in the interests 
of the people, and not in the interests of symli­
cates. It was said, too, that a private company 
were ready to construct the Port Alma railway 
and that the Government were disposed to favo;,;. 
the proposal. He could not yet say whether he 
would support the construction of that railway 
or not, but he should want to know a great deal 
more about it than he did at present before he 
voted for it. The hon. member who moved the 
Address in Reply was very reticent about it. He 
simply spoke ofPortAlma, andhecertainlypraised 
it very much. It appeared to be, in fact, every­
thing that he could desire. The hon. gentleman 
went so far as almost to say that it was the key 
of the colony, and he was not quite sure that he 
did not hint in a distant manner that it would be 
the harbour of the metropolis of the colonv at 
some day. At any rate the hon. gentleman ~aid 
that there was something yet to come, and it was 
no new idea after all, but was started some time 
ago. He (Mr. ]'oote) believed, however, that it 
was held that it should be placed at Gladstone, a 
very superior place to Port Alma, accorditw to 
the informrttion which was f(iven to the H~use 
respecting it by the hon. c member for Port 
Curtis. A great deal of injnstice had been 
clone to Gladstone in the past by jealous 
people in Hockhampton, who had kept back 
that port to a very considerable extent. It was 
very favourably spoken of in his reports by Mr. 

Nisbet, and it was, as far as he (Mr. ]'oote) 
could see, a very superior port, and, what 
was more, when they got on shore they would 
have good places for buildings, 'vhere good.K 
would be able to lie safely and dry with­
out being covered with water in the flood 
season. vVhen the hon. member for Port 
Curtis first took his seat in the House he 
brought the subject of a railway from Gladstone 
to some point a little beyond Hockhampton 
before the House, and he made a very splendid 
speech about it, going well into the que.;­
tion, and at a great deal of trouble to himself 
giving the House a vast arr1ount of infornia­
tion. The hon. gentleman was complimented 
by the Government upon the fact that he had 
brought the subject forward in a more able 
and clear manner than it had ever been done 
before. But he had to be satisfied with that 
patting on the back, and he never got any 
further. Now, if the Government were going to 
make a railway, it should be made from Glacl­
otone to some point near Rockhampton, wherever 
it was found to be most desirable and most con­
venient for the people. He shared in the opinion 
that money spent upon the Fitzroy was simply 
thrown away, year after year. It mattered not how 
many dredges they had at work upon that river, 
when a flood took place it silted up as bad as it 
ever was before. He thought, also, that the Gov­
ernment should take that railway into their own 
hands, and not entrust it to a private company. 
It was too important for that, and, besides, the 
company might only be a bogus company after 
all; so that, even if they made a beginning, there 
would be no guarantee that they would be able 
to complete the line. vVhat was more, they 
might place a great deal of difficulty and obstruc­
tion in the way of a proper working of a line, 
causing inconvenience to the public and even to 
the Government of the colony. He therefore 
thought that the Government should take 
the matter in hand, and have surveys made 
from Gladstone as well as Port Alum, and 
when they had got the reports of the sur­
veyors they would be better able to judge 
which of the places should be the terminus. 
,'I.. great deal had been said about immigration. 
He did not know that his views were peculiar on 
that question, but he could not go the length 
that many hon. gentlemen dicl. Immigrants 
were coming into the colony as fast as the 
Government could conveniently bring them, for 
the goocl system of bringing them by steamer had 
been adoptecl, and he was satisfied that in twelve 
months at least there would be an abundance 
of labour to meet all the requirements of the 
colony. He did not like to see the labour market 
overstocked. They had had enough difficulty in 
getting immigrants, it was true, but, on the 
whole, the various schemes tried had been 
succes,ful. The great evil, however, was that, 
while they had been able to get immigrants 
by thousands, they had not been able to keep as 
many of them as they ought to have been. To 
a large extent the class of immigrants that came 
here was that known as skilled labour, which 
always commanded a high price; and if the 
attractions here were not sufficient such labour 
would find its way to the southern colonies, where 
there was a better market. He did not think it 
would be well to alter the present system to 
twy great extent. Allusion had been made to 
America, and especially to the system of immi­
gration in Canada; but it should be remembered 
that the United States and Canada had an ad­
vantage in being nearer to Great Britain than 
Queenslanrl wa,s, while the climate in this colony 
was adisadvantageand had considerable influence 
on the tide of immigration. He was satified, 
however, that if the colony pngressed there would 
be no difficulty in getting abundance of labour. 
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With reference to the Coolie f[Uestion, althongh 
there would be other opportunities of expressing· 
his views, he would say a few words on it 
now. It was the duty of the GoYennnent to do 
what they could to stipply labour for the various 
interests in the colony by emigration from 
Europe ; but it was not their duty to frame 
regulations in order to bring a class of people 
that it was not desirable to have. Those em­
ployers who wanted cheap labonr should pay for 
it themsehes. No one would blame-at least, he 
would not-any gentlemen sending for 200 or 300 
labourers if they met the expense out of their 
own pockets ; but he was opposed to any money 
being voted or any laws passed for the purpose of 
bringing coolies to the colony-that was to say, 
at the expense of the country. The Government 
had gone to some expense in connection with the 
South Sea Islanders; they had made bws to keep 
them here, had appointed superintendents to 
look after them, and arranged to send them back 
to their homes; all that he disapproved of. They 
did not call it slavery, but it was as much like 
slavery as it was possible for it to be with­
out being the real thing. He believed that 
of the two kinds of labour he preferred 
the coolie, but no expenditure to bring it 
here should be sanctioned by that Hotme. 
If the sugar industry ref[uired to be bolstered 
up by such a system, then it wa' not worth 
much. It was already protected to the extent 
of tis. per cwt. for raw, and Gs. i:kl. per cwt. for 
refined Hugar, \vhich was very good protection 
indeed. The sugar-planters talked about getting 
£40 per acre from their industry; and, therefore, 
he should like to know why they should be 
supplied with cheap labour any more than the 
fa,rrner, who was very thankful to get £5 an acre. 
The farmer could not afford to pay for labour ; 
if he worked his farm with his own family, much 
of it was untilled. He therefore thought that-as 
what was sauce for the goose was sauce for the 
gander-if the House decided that coolie labour 
should be introduced, the farmer shouhl also have 
cheap labour provided for him ; and his Yoto 
would be in that direction. In the Governor's 
Speech reference was made to the divisional 
boards having been a success. If they were 
a success in some places, they were certainly 
not so in the district in which he lived. lf 
taxing people and doing nothing with the 
money made them a success, then no doubt 
they were a success ; but if they tried to find 
the benefit that those boards had been they 
would discover it to be nil. His assertion 
would be proved yet. There had not been 
a wet season since those boards came in to 
existence ; but when there was one he should 
like the members of the Ministry to be driven 
over the bad roads, composed of black soil 
for a distance of fifty miles-then they would 
be able to see tb at the boards were not so good 
after all. However, it was impossible to say 
what amendments were to be made in the Act. 
He had understood the Premier to say that the 
first Local Government Act was of such a 
character that the people could not possibly 
understand it, and it was therefore not workable. 
He also referred to the Act framed by the 
present Government, and said that they knew 
that it was not a very good one, hut they felt 
bound to place it before the public in the expec­
tation that the public would become initiated 
into the working of local government. Now they 
intended to propose such amendments as would 
make it, they hoped, a complete success. It should 
be remembered that at the end of two years the 
assistance given by the State to the divisional 
boards would cease ; so that, unless in the mean­
time a good deal of work was clone, the people in 
many districts would still be without roads. In 
the outside districts every place where the people 

could get across was a road : bnt in the settled 
districts there must be roads ; the people could 
not n·et on without them. He therefore hoped 
that "the proposed amending measure would be 
of such a character that there would soon be 
roads fit for people to traYel on. Had the last 
twelve months been wet instead of dry, there 
were many roads UlJOn which they could not 
drive four miles. Allusion had been made to 
coal in connection with the mail service, and he 
thouO'ht it was a most unhappy remark. The 
\V est Moreton coal would find its way to market 
just as water found its level, and as soon as the 
Oxley Hailway was opened there would be no 
difficulty in putting the coals on the market. 
They intended to raise coal of such a character 
and at such a price as would defy competition. 

l\Ir. HOR WITZ said that after the able speech 
that had been delivered the1e was little left to be 
said. He would remark, however, that when the 
mail senice agreement was before the Rous~ he 
voted against it because he considered at that tune 
that sixty days was too lc>ng for the passage and 
eiaht years too long for the contract. The Orient 
li~ers 'brought letters to Sydney in 35~ d:<tys, ~nd 
within two or three years would do so m thirty 
days, and be did not see why Queensland should 
wait sixty days for letters when Sydney could get 
then in thirty-two days. As a mail route t.he 
serYice was a failnre, bnt as a cargo serviCe 
it was of great benefit to the colony at large. 
The next subject to which he would allude was 
one of Yerv great importance-viz., that of Coolie 
Labour. "Whenever the f[uestion came before 
the House he would oppose the introduction of 
that class of labour, and he might as well say so 
at on0e. Coolies were British subjects, and after 
they had resided six months in the colony they 
were entitled to the same freedom and privileges 
as other British subjects ; therefore they should 
be Yery careful about allowing them to enter the 
colony at all. They should follow the example 
of America, and not go in for coloured labonr. 
Some hon. members seemed to think there were 
enough whites in the colony, but he differed from 
that opinion. They ought to go in for more 
immigrants from England, Ireland, and Scot­
land-ancl Germans did not make bad immi­
grants either, in fact, they were very good 
colonists. They were thought very much of in 
Adelaide. During nearly three years no immi­
grants had arrived in the colony from Germany, 
while 27,000 had landed in America within a 
short pel'iod. He should like to see people 
settled on the lands by land grants, and if 
they could not make a living the land should 
revert to the Crown, so that it would become 
their own, on condition that they could make a 
living on it, in ten years. If they could not make 
a living in that time let the land go back to the 
Crown. For some time immigrants had been 
arriving in the colony, and the .colo:w paid f~n· 
bringing them ont, but those 1mm1grants d1d 
not long remain in the colony. In Adelaide 
things were arranged differently. He could not 
understand whv members of that House did not 
go in for the good of the colony. Adelaide was 
not the only place he knew of where members on 
both sides studied the good of the colony at large. 
It was a great drawback to Queensland that 
hon. members were so split up, because there 
was plenty of room for ''ll-for squatters and 
farmers alike; but some kind of jealousy existed 
which ought not to exist. He was sorry the 
junior member for Darling Downs was not in his 
place, because he wished to refer to the promise 
made by the Premier with reference to the relief 
of the \V arwick waterworks. The Premier 
wired up to inform the Jliiayor and Corporation 
that he would bring in a Bill to relieve the de­
pression caused by the expenditure incurred ; and 
as the junior member for Darling Downs had 
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seconded the adoption of the Address in Reply 
he (Mr. Horwitz) was at a loss to know why th~ 
hon. member did not keep his eyes open on that 
particular point. If he had been in the hon. 
member's place he would have objected to second 
the motion for the adoption of the Address un­
less the promised Bill was inserted. 

Mr. GRIMES was very sorry to seethe empti­
ness of the benches opposite. It was discourtesy 
to refer to hon. members in their absence but 
it was also discourtesy for members after m~king 
speeches to go out of the Chamber and not listen 
to speeches in reply ; so that hon. members could 
not complain if courtesy was set aside for the 
ti_me, and ~hey \yere got at through Hansa1·d. He 
d1d not thmk w1th the hon. member for Ipswich 
that it would have been better if the debate had 
finished last night ; they were getting on so very 
happily, and the debate was running on so 
smoothly, and having- no particular business to 
transact, he did not see why the debate 
should not be prolonged. He congratulated the 
House and the country on the harmonious way 
things seemed to be going on, because, when 
the minds of hon. members were swayed 
with reason and calm judgment instead of 
':indictive and passionate feelings, they were 
hkely to pass measures which would be 
profitable to the colony. But harmonious as 
matters had been, he was very sorry to have to 
allude to one thing which seemed to have m<1rred 
the harmony of the debate. He alluded to the 
reference m,;de by the hon. member for J\Iackay 
to a late hon. member of that Assembly who 
usually sat on the Opposition benches and took 
a very prominent part in the debates. He con­
sidered that those remarks were evidence of 
exceedingly bad taste on the part of the hon. 
member for Mackay. The political career of the 
late member for Rockhampton was such as 
gained for him the esteem and repect of the 
members on that (the Opposition) side of the 
House, and he might safely say of a laro-e 
portion of the community outside. In the 
Speech mention was made of the death of one 
lamented gentleman, and he quite agreed with 
the expressions of reKret at the loss the colony 
had sustained ; but he considered that the services 
of the late member for Rockhampton were as 
patriotic and showed that he was as much 
devoted to the good of the country as was the 
hon. gentleman to whom reference was made. 
In some measure the services of the late member 
for Rockhampton eclipsed the services of the late 
hon. member of the other Chamber, for while the 
latter exercised his generosity, and put forth those 
e~orts i~ his country's cause, he did not deny 
h1mself m the least; but the former, whilst 
exercising his privileges and doing his duty to his 
constituents in that House, denied himself even the 
necessaries of life. If the constituency of Rock­
hampton only knew the difficulties under which 
their late member maintained his position and per­
formed his duties in that House, their gratitude 
would be given expression to in some tangible form. 
He considered there were many individuals to 
whom monuments had been raised who were far 
less deserving than the late member for Rock­
hampton. If the hon. member for J'.Iackay 
would take a little bit of advice from one who 
was, perhaps, his junior, he would advise him to 
cure that propensity of his which led him to 
mal~e sport for himself n,t the expense of the 
feelmgs of others. Before entering into the 
matter contained in the Speech, there were one 
or two remarks that had fallen from hon. mem­
bers to which he should wish to allude. The 
Colonial Treasurer, in his speech, laid a very 
serious charge against the members of the 
~pposition, and wl:en he mentioned it, he (l\Ir. 
Gr1mes) was certamly astonished and looked 
in his face to see whether he was ;eally serious, 

It was that when there was any attempt made to 
legislate for the relief nf selectors or the farming 
cJas, the measure was blocked by the Opposition. 
His (J\Ir. Grimes') mind went back at once over 
the business that had been transacted during the 
present Parliament to see wherein the O}>position 
had blocked any attempt to offer inducements to 
farmers to settle upon the land, and he was 
somewhat relieved when he found the hon. gen­
tleman alluded to the Bill which was intro­
duc~ed last session by the hon. member for 
Buruett. That Bill might be looked upon as 
giving relief to selectors, but it was relief to 
selectors of the wrong kind. It offered no 
inducements to small farmers to settle in the 
country, and hon. members would see clearly 
that that Bill only affected large selectors. 
By insisting only upon the fencing-in of the 
land they were benefiting only those who 
took up large areas of ground, and those who 
took up 320 acres and under were not benefited 
at all. He thought that in blocking that Bill 
the Opposition were rendering a service to the 
country, and if a similar Bill was put before 
them this ,ession he should have great pleasure 
in attempting to block it again. But if the 
Minister for Lands would bring in such an 
amendment on the Land Act as would really 
offer inducements to farmer,, he would be one to 
assist him in carrying· it through the House. If he 
would bring in a measure that would throw open 
areas of ~round on our navigable rivers and on our 
railway lines, and let it out on lease for seven or 
ten years at a nominal rental, and at the end of 
that time grant the fee-simple, and only charge 
for the survey of the land, he (Mr. Grimes) 
would be very happy to support such an amend­
ment of the existing laws. That would be a 
measure that would be likely to induce farmers 
to settle on the land; but simply withdrawing 
all conditions about improvements except that 
of fencing was no good at all. There war-; 
another remark of the Colonial Treasurer to 
which he would allude. He sr,id that it was ft 

misfortune for a man who was not a farmer to 
be induced to settle on the land. He (Mr. 
Grimes) entirely disagreed with that remark. 
Some of the best farmers were men who were never 
trained to fa,rmiug. He remeJnbered eighteen or 
twenty years ago, at the time of the crisis at 
home, a number of Lancashire operatives and 
ribbon werwers from the midland counties were 
brought out to this country. Their employment 
was ouch that it had not tended to make them 
robust ; but, notwithsbwding that, they turned 
out useful colonists ; many of them were now 
settled on the land, and they were thriving 
farmers. They knew nothing about farming 
before coming out here. He had known brmers, 
trained at home, come nut here with their 
English ideas and prove miserable failures. One 
1nan in particular he knew who started farn1ing, 
and there was a large amount of conch grass on 
the land. He took a basket and went over the 
land picking out each separate stalk. That 
was an example they had sbmetimes from 
the farmers coming from home. He harl been 
somewhat anticipated in the remarks he had 
intended to make on the Speech delivered by His 
Excellency, and would not travel over the ground 
he had intended. \Vith other h<m. members, he 
expressed his gratification at the frm;tration of 
the attempt on the life of their beloved Queen, 
and ttlso his regret at the death of the late Presi­
dent. Coming to the next clause, they were con­
gratulated on their increased prosperity. \Yell, 
he would admit at once that there had been 
increased prosperity; but how far had that been 
brought about by outside influences? He believecl 
that outside influence,; had a great deal to do 
with that prosperity. How far was it likely 
to benefit the farming classes ? The prosperity 
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which seemed to exi.~t over the whole colony 
was brought about in [1, great 1nea8ure by 
the amount of money that they ha<l been 
borrowing, and were now spending RO ln .. vishly 
in all parts of the country. He looked 
upon it that no ]Jrospel'ity would be really 
per1nanent except it arose frmn greater produo~ 
tion from the soil- greater production of 
mineral:;;, and n1ore largely utili8ing the natural 
gmsses of the colony. He disagreed with the 
remark that the country had not suffered from the 
clisa<trous effects of the droug-ht in the other 
colonies. They had suffered ; in no season had 
the f,mner;; suffered more than hest. It might 
be true of the pastoralists and the sugar industry; 
hut he askecl what return had the Darling Downs 
farmers received, or the farmers in the East 
and \Vest Moreton and the \Vide Bay dis­
tricts? J<'ortunately for the colony the drought 
had been general, and the over-production 
of the other colonies had not been forced 
upon us, and prices consequently kept <!own. 
It did not matter to the present Government 
what state the small farmers and selectors 
were in, and this paragraph of prosperity 
referred to the pa;t"rali;ts. That there was 
abundance in the pastoral districts was all that 
the Covermnent cared about. He looked in 
vain for the ilupetu::; given to agriculture lnen­
tionecl in the Speech, except it were upon the 
sugar phutations iu the far North. There cer­
tainly had been '" large amount of land taken 
up there, but he felt with the hon. member for 
\Vide Bay that it would yet be proved that a 
htrge number of the selections recently taken up 
there were taken up for speculative purposes. 
}~\'en 1nercha,uts and Civil 8ervauts in Brisbane 
were taking up hrge blocks of land there in the 
hope of putting money into their pockets by 
obtaining a higher price for them later on. He 
need not dwell upon the paragraph referring 
to the Transcontinental Railway Syndicate; he 
llitcl already expressed his opinion upon that 
matter, and he had not changed hi;; views con­
cerning it in the least. He believed the colony 
was not ripe for that scheme. If they opened up 
those lauds in the interior at the present time, 
they would only be doing so to have them locked 
up again in the hands of indivichmls who would 
do nothing 1nnre than raise cattle and sheep upon 
them. There was a wail in the ninth pamgraph 
of the Speech to the effect that the public works 
of the colony had been retarded through the ex­
traordinary demancl for labour in all parts of the 
colony. He thought the Government had them­
selves to blame m that matter, 1md, unfortu­
nately, it was not only the public works of 
the colony that had been retarded by the 
scarcity of htbour, but almost every industry 
that required a large amount of labour wa; 
almost paralysed from this scarGity of labour. 
He blamed the GoYernment, when there was a 
~carcity of labour, for pushing on so 1nany of 
their public works, an cl entering into competi­
tion in the presence of that scarcity of labour 
with private enterprise. JVIany of the induetries 
of the colony had been retarded by the action of 
the Government in this re,pect. It had been 
contended that the present Government 'vere no 
more to blame fm· the scarcity of l11bour than 
were fonner C+overnn1ents for a. superabundance 
of labour at times. That contention could not 
be maintccined, because the Government knew 
very well th:1t, having gone in for a loan of three 
millions and intending to spread that money over 
the construction of rail ways and other public 
works, they would require more rolling-stock. 
But, in.,teacl of making provision for that, 
and encouraging that class of labour, they dis­
missed n1en ·who 'vere doing that 'vork frmn 
their service; and the re;,ult was that they went 
into the other colonies, and now the Government 

were calling for tenders for rolling-stock, and 
entering into competition with private persons 
for the labour required for making machinery for 
sugar-crushing. The foundry proprietors and 
engineers could not get the labour they required 
to push on the agricultural machinery they had 
in hand, and the result would be that many indi­
viduals starting in the sugar industry would lose 
their crops and their profits, as the machinery 
they required would not be ready in time for the 
Cl'Llshing. He agreed with that part of the lOth 
clause which stated that the cultivation of 
sugar promised to be the great industry of 
Northem Queensland. There was no doubt 
whatever that it was a great industry ; but 
the amount of prosperity it would bring to 
the colony would depend entirely upon how 
the matter referred to in the next clause was 
carried out--,-that in reference to the importation 
of coloured labour. About twenty-five years ago 
the same difficulty was facing the people of 
Queensland that was now before them ; the 
same question of capital and labour. The owners 
of stations then called out for labour and made 
complaints that they could not get shepherds to 
tend their sheep, or men to shear them, and said 
that if there were not more labour imported they 
would be ruined. They even cried out for con­
vict labour. They had an idea that none but 
th~ pastoral industry could save the country. 
:Fortunately, just prior to that time a number of 
respectable immigrants had arrived in the colony, 
having been induced to come out by information 
they received from some pamphlets published by 
thellev. Dr. Lang, and having landedheretheydid 
not wish to see that the colony still continued to 
be a harbour for convicts from home. They for­
tunately had at that time a few men here true 
to the Liberal cause, which was just starting 
then. There was some agitation, and some of 
tho"e who took part in it had gone over to the 
majority and some of them were still living, and 
he might mention the names of Mr. Thomas 
Dowse and Mr. Robert Cribb as having taken 
part in that agitation. Through the efforts of 
those gentlemen and others they were able to 
return the Hev. Dr. Lang to represent them 
in the Parliament of New South Wales in place 
of Mr. Arthur Hodson. Dr. Lang fought their 
cause in New South "VVales, and when he was 
obliged to retire Mr. Robert Cribb took his 
place. The result was that the importation of 
convicts to this colony was discontinued and free 
immigrants flocked in in place of them. They 
were just having the same trouble over again 
now. The pastoral tenants again said they 
wanted cheap labour, and a powerful faction 
engaged in the sugar industry joined them and 
said that the kind of immigrants they were 
now getting were not reliable, and that they 
wanted cheaper labour that they could depend 
upon and compel to do service. He had not 
intended to touch upon the Coolie question, 
but had rather been forced to do so by the 
remarks of the hon. member for Mackay, who 
was looked upon as a kind of champion in 
the endeavour to obtain coolies for the large 
capitalists of the North. It was a peculiar 
position hon. members were placed in. They 
had a planter and employer of coolie labour on 
one side of the House, and another planter of 
equal experience, he might say-and who had 
hitherto, and he hoped would for the future, 
carry on his operations solely by means of 
European labour-on the other. 

The MIKISTER J<'OR LANDS : Who is 
the other man ? 

Mr. GRD1ES said the hon. member for 
J\1ackay was the planter on the one side, and he 
(X[r. Grimes) was the planter on the other, and 
he perhaps ought to feel abashed at meeting such 
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a champion. But he did not feel ~o, although 
the hon. member fur Nbckay was supported by 
a large number of capitalists in the North, and 
was also supported by the Government and 
their large majority, who had furnished him with 
armour within which he no doubt believed him­
self to be invincible. The Government had pub­
lished the hon. member's statistics for him in the 
Government Printing Office, and strengthened 
his position by distributing them gratis through­
out the colony. It was perhaps curious that 
one who was the representative of a small 
electorate-composed of small farmers, poor 
to a certain extent, but certainly honest and 
industrious-should attempt to reply to the 
remarks of such an eloquent gentleman as the 
hon. member for l\Iackay. He should, however, 
make the best of his position, and possibly a 
small pebble might be thrown which would find 
a crevice in the invincible armour of the hon. 
member and be the means of doing his cause 
some damage. The Government had published 
a paper called ''The Sugar Industry in l\Iackay­
Statistics showing the extent to which employ­
ment is given to European and coloured labour­
by Hume Black, M.L.A." The hon. member 
(Mr. Black) had challenged anyone to point out 
any discrepancies or inaccuracies in that paper, 
and said that it had now been before the colony 
for some time, and no one had attempted to 
dispute any of the statements it contained. 
He should see if he could not pick out one or two 
inaccuracies in that paper. In the first place, the 
hon. member stated that there were 428 Euro­
peans employed on sixteen sugar estates in the 
:Mackay district, and 1,594 kanakas. He held 
in his hand an official document-the Census 
for the year 1R81, taken on the 3rd April of that 
year-and in that Census he found that the 
total n <tmber of adult male Europeans in the 
whole of the Mackay electorate was 598, and 
they were told that there were 428 Europeans 
employed on those sixteen estates in Mackay. 
Of those 598 they would find that there were 53 
set down as professional men ; those engaged in 
mercantile pursuits numbered207, and there were 
G5 miners. If they took those away from the 
total number of 598, where were they to find the 
428 stated in that paper as being employed on the 
sixteen sugar estates ? Besides that they would 
find that four new mills were being constructed, 
which would increase t 1e mill-power to 23,200 
tons. There were four plantations besicles the 
sixteen that were employing 428 Europeans out of 
the total 5[)1, and where were the J<:uropeans for 
those four? Perhaps some of those Europeans 
who set themselves down as profes,>ionals turned 
out during the crushing season to assist on 
the plantations. As he had said before, the 
statistics of the hon. member were not to be 
depended upon ; the official returns were most 
reliable, but he had been told that they 
were not correct. He believed that the census 
collectors had the greater claim upon their 
credence than the individuttl who compiled 
statistics to bolster up a system which, if he 
was successful, would end in direct personal 
remuneration. He thought the sworn state­
ments of the official collectors might be believed 
before those of an individual who compiled them 
simply for his own benefit. He was sure that 
the on tside public would be able to judge for 
themselves which were the most likely to be the 
correct statistics. The statistics of the hon. 
member for l\lackay said there were 7,89G acres 
of sugar grown on sixteen estates only. The 
agricultural returns for 1880 gave the total 
quantity of the cane crop in the Mackay district 
as 7,880 acres. There were sixteen acres more 
cane grown upon those sixteen estates than was 
shown to have been cultivated altog·ether in the dis­
trict. It was mentioneLl in one of those columns 

that aqnantityofmoneyhad been paid to farmers 
for cane; hut where dicl the farmers gTow that 
cane unless it was ontside the l\Iackay district? 
Or was it that the census boundary of l\1ackay 
was so close to the mills that the farmer• 
outside could grow their cane and bring it to 
the mills and it not appear in the returns ? 
Again, he asked which were worthy of most 
credence~the police who \Vere engaged in col~ 
lecting these agricultural returns, and were 
altogether disinterested, as they had no system 
to bolster up, or the statistics of the hon. mem­
ber for l\iackay? That was another matter 
which would be inquired into by the outside 
public, and it was worthy of being inquired into 
by hon. members of that House. Beyond the 
cane that had been obtained from those farmers, 
what were the four new mills working upon'! 
\Vhere was the cane coming from to supply 
them • Perhaps the hon. member for Mackay 
would be able to answer that question. He 
thought the community would like an expla­
nation of these serious discrepancies. In those 
statistics it was shown that the European popu­
lation had incren,sed by the employment of 
coloured labour, and it was stated that in 187G 
there were 2,479 Europeans and 1,334 kanakas. 
According to the Census for 1881, there were 
3,700 Europeans and 2,087 kanakas. The in­
crease of J£uropeans was 1,221, and the increase 
of kanakas 753. It was evident that the hon. 
member wanted to throw dust in the eyes 
of the people and hoodwink them, by saying 
that that was conclusive evidenct! that the 
employment of colourerllabour did not diminish 
the amount of labour for l~uropeans, but that it 
increased it. Any hon. member on totting np 
those figures would see that, according to the 
Census for 187G, there were two Europeans to one 
kanaka, and in 1881 there were seven Europeans 
to four kanalms; or, in other words, the relative 
number of adult J<~nropean males was actually 
reduced. In the Census paper for 1R75 they 
would find that there were 4GO married people 
in Mackay, and in the course of events there 
would naturally be a considen;ble increase, and 
there was no doubt that a considerable porportion 
of that increase would be children. 'When they 
considered the kanakas who were introduced 
were all adult male' and able to work, certainly 
the statements he had made did not benefit the 
cause of the hon. member for l\fackay, and that 
hon. member had rather put a weapon into the 
hands of hi" opponents in that matter. He hoped 
he had put the matter as clearly before hon. 
members"'' he had certainly tried to do, and he 
hoped that hon. members' would look at the 
Census returns and would go into the figures. If 
they did"" they would find that they were correct. 
It was certainly a very pretty picture of the 
good results that accrued from the employment 
of coloured labour. It was like the work of a 
not very able artist who just daubed his picture 
with ;-ery high colours, and tl1<tt was all. He 
was very much surprised that the Premier had 
been so fascinated with that pretty picture, and 
had never examined it closely enough to see 
whether the lines were properly parallel or not. 
'l'he hon. gentleman in his tour through the 
North had taken a large number of those stati,;­
tics and scattered them broadcast, so that when 
the question of coolie or coloured labour came 
up he could say, "I refer you to the statistics 
that have been publishecl by the hon. member 
for Mackay, and they will "atisfy everyone, I am 
,,ure, that it will be an advantage to the colony 
of Queensland, and an advantage to European 
labour, that we should introduce black hcbour." 
According to the Census returns for 187G, the 
number of European males over the age of 21 
years in the district of l\Iackay was 5fJl ; of the 
sttme class, according to the Census returns of 1881, 
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there were .}08 ; tlnu~ xho,ving an increaRA in fi ye 
years of only seven. He thought he had shown 
that the figures so unwisely put forward Ly the 
hou. member had been turned against himself­
the giant had been slain by his own swon!. The 
hon. member (.:'.Ir. Black) stated in hi>; speech 
yesterday-

" Those statistics which he laid on the table last session 
showet.l clearly that Uy the expenditnre of £1 on a kanaka 
the sum of £10 12s. 6d. was expended on a Jo:nropcan." 

Looking at the paper referred to it would be 
found that £(j 17 s. Gel. of that £10 12s. Gel. was 
really paid to merchants, traders, and farmers, 
leaving only £3 1ik for the European labourers. 
Certainly the hon. member's paper contradicted 
his speech of yesterday. Lot them look at the 
kind of labour for which that £3 liis. was paid, 
and they woul<l see it was not for real bond .tide 
agricultural labour. It must be borne in mind 
that very few of the real proprietors of the sugar 
estates at I\fackay resided there, and they were 
therefore bound to employ a manager at a high 
salary-not less than £500 or £GOO a yetn. That 
was a good slice out of the £3 15s. Then 
came a chief overseer and several field overReers. 
Then there must be on each establishment a black­
sinith, a carpenter, a chief engineer, an engine­
driver, a sugar-boilet·, and, on the largeHt estates, 
two :mb-sugar-boilers, a storekeeper, and a clerk. 
That was the kind of white labour to which the 
£3 15s. was devoted, aud not to the real agricnl­
tnraJ labourer, who 'vas not wanted on a Rugar 
est<tte except as ploughman. One hon. member 
had stated that, after all, kanaka labour was not 
so very cheap, and that the industry at Mackay did 
not depend on kanaka labour; lmt at the same 
time the hon. member, with a kn(>Wing nod, 
intimated that if they did not get kanakas 
they would get Chinese. He (Mr. Grimes) 
quite agreed that the sugar industry at l\Iackay 
clid not depend upon kanaka labour, nor upon 
coloured labour of any kinrl. The difference 
in cost between sugar raised by kanakas and 
that raised by Europeans was so small that 
capitalists would hardly think it worth taking 
into consideration. The difference was only £2 
on a ton of sugar, and the advantages which 
the l\1 ackay planters possessed in the shape of 
suitable soil and climate would far more than 
cmnpensate them for the difference in the cost 
of labour. As to the cost of kanakas, he would 
put down the cost of importation at £12-
although thRy were told yesterday that so g1·eat 
was the demand that the cost had gone up to £1G; 
capitation fee, £1 10s. ; bond for return, £5; 
or, altogether, £18 10". as the first cost. Oth8r 
expenses would be £G 3s. 8cl. ; wages, £G; 
rations, £13-and it would cost eYery bit as 
Inuch to keep a kanaka as to kee]J a white n1an in 
rations; clothing and other minoritemR, £2; aver­
age loss of work through sickness, £2; hospital fee, 
lOs. ; medical attendance and medicines which 
planters were compelled by the. Act to provide, 
10s. Thus it would be seen that the tota !cost of 
a kanaka, per annum, was £34 3s. 8d., putting· 
down nothing for risks. As sometimes happened, 
a kanaka might die the first week he arrived at 
the plantation, and the loss of £1G fell upon the 
planter. The cost of a European would be about 
£45 a year, and rations £13, or a total of £.58 
a year. Now, putting the rate down at £45 a year, 
he was positive that there were thousands of 
really good agricultural labourers who would be 
glad to accept the position at that wages and do 
all the work required, however menial and de­
grading it might be, as the hon. member had 
tried to make out. According to the hon. 
member's statement, they required last year the 
htbonr of 1,fi94 kanakas at £30 a year. That 
would amount to £47,820, ttnd the produce would 
be 7,434 ton~ of sugar. Now, he was positive that 

two :European labourers, such as he had described, 
would be willing to come at the rate he ha<l 
stated would be quite e<pml to three kanakas, 
am! he was borne out in that by his own 
experience as against the statistics of the hon. 
member. In looking· over the return he found 
that the hon. member calculate<! one kanaka to 
five acres of cane, while eX]Jerience showed that 
one :Enropea,n ·would cultivate eight acres of cane; 
so that the proportion was about what he hac! 
statecl-tlmt two Europeans were equal to three 
lmnakas. At that calculation it would be foun<l 
that there would be a difference of £13,834 on 
7,,134 tons of sugar, or a little less than £2 per 
ton. X ow, was it worth while, for the sake of 
that paltry sum, compan,rl with the enormous 
profits sugar-planters obtained, to crowd an<l 
flood the country with inferior labour, with 
lmnakas and coolies, and hinrler their prospects 
of obtaining ]~uropea,n labour? He said it \VaH 

not. The profit obtained from a ton of sugar 
was £8. 'rhe cost of production, he fouml from 
the return.s from the different plantations named, 
varied from £14 to £19, the a1·erage being about 
£14 14s. The value of sugar delivered at :Mackay 
-and in this he thought the hon. member would 
bear him out-wa,; about £22 per ton, leaYing a 
profit of £H per ton. The aYerag-e profit, he be­
lieved, of an acre of Rugar·cn.newas £12 in the year, 
so that they hall a clear profit with kanakas of £1:l 
per acre, an<l with Europeans of about £9 per acre. 
Another thing to be borne in mind with reference 
to European labour was that there would be no nee<l 
for all thc·se oYerseers. At present, for every 
gang of kanaka;; they were obliged to have n, 
white overseer to see that they did their work ; 
and beyond that there would not be nearly 
the same loss in breakage of implements ancl 
machinery. He believed, therefore, he was per­
fectly correct in saying that European labour, if 
it could be obtained in the North, would be quite 
as cheap to planters as kanakas, and he was 
positive that it could be obtained. The hem. 
gentleman stated that there was a great cmn­
plaint that European labour was unreliable. 
~Why was it not reliable? Perhaps he could 
answer the c1uestion. Because there was no 
interest manifested on the part of the owners 
of those plantations to make Europeans comfort­
able when they got them. They expected men 
to work all day and go and sleep by a log fire at 
night. He had seen some nf those plantations 
,md knew that that was the case-that there 
\vas not proper accon1nwdation for Europen.n 
labourers, but they were expected to rough it in 
the same way as the kanaka. He was positive 
that if the mgar-planters in the North would go 
in more for married people on their estates, and 
spend a little of their cC~ pi tal in putting up decent 
cottages for them, they would find the extra 
expenditure more than repaid by the interest 
the men would t~ke in their work. He had 
prove'i that by his own experience. The firm 
with which he was connected carried on a planta­
tion entirely with white labour ; they had never 
employed black labour, and he hoped never 
wonlcl. He hoped always to be able to obtain 
sufficient European labour to carry on the estab­
lishment without having recour.se to black 
labour. They had men upon the1r estate who 
had been with them eight years and more. They 
had laid aside a certain amount of their profit; 
every year to builcl decent weatherboard cot­
tag-eH of three or four rooms for each family, 
who had a small paddock roundabout the cottage, 
and were allowed the use of a cow which was 
fed from the refuse of the farm. This cost them 
little, but it made a great difference to the men, 
and turned unreliable labour into reliable labour, 
for when a married man settled down in a nice 
comfortable cottage, and his wife got round her 
a few articles of furniture, it would rer1uire a good 
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deal more inducement than a few shillings a week 
to move them. They had proved thio by the fact 
that during the last twe]ye mouths the railway 
works had been going on in their neighbourhood, 
to their great annoyance and loss, and although 
the contractor was offering Gs. Gel. a <lay for 
eight hours' work, while they paid only £1 per 
week and rations to their n1en for ten honrti' work, 
only four of them had been induced to leave 
them for the extra pay. That was pretty con­
clusive that if the employers of labour would 
take an intere::-:t in their 1nen, and provide then1 
with suitable buil<lings and comfmtable quarters, 
they would be well repaid by the additimml 
interest the men would take in their work ; and 
instead of their men ]paving them they would stay 
with them until they had a chance of bettering 
themselves by settling upon property of their 
own, and when they could do that it shoultl not 
be the wish of any employer to keep them. 'l'he 
hon. member also stated that there were uo 
successful plantations canied on by J:nropean 
labour either in Queensland or any of the 
colonies, and he challenged hon. members to 
name them. \Vel!, he (:Mr. U1·irnu") would 
mention Reveral placeR where they \Yere growi11g 
cane by ~uropean l~tbnnr, and grcrwing it profit­
ably. D1cl the hon. mmnuer forget the large 
establishments on the Clarcnee Jliver? 

Mr. BLACK: No, I do not. 
Mr. GRDiES: Did they go in for kanaka 

labour? 
Mr. BLACK: Yes ; coloured labour. 

Mr. GRIMES: No. 
HoNOURABLE ME~!BE!lS on the Government 

Benches : Yes. 

l\Ir. GRIMES said if it was coloured labour 
it was paid for at exactly the same rate as Euro­
pean labour. Did the hon. member not know 
that there were numbers of farmers on the 
Clarence growing cane by J~uropean ln.bour to 
supply the large mills there, and that one-half of 
the cane crushed at those mills was grown by 
them ? Per"ons settled upon land proYidcd for 
them by the owners of the mills, and agreed 
to take their cane at a certain Jlrice. He had 
had several conYers:ttions on the subject with 
young men he had met from there when travel­
ling up and down to the Coomera. He had 
met no less .than three or fonr young 1neu 
coming up with their intended brides to be 
married in BriRbnne with the intention of going 
back to settle •m those plantatinns, and they 
said they had every prospect of being able to 
make themselves comfortable there growing cane 
with their own labour. The sugar company 
provided them with land, giving them a long 
lease, and guaranteed to take their cane at 
10s. per ton on the field, or lls. carted and 
deliYered at the wharf; and these persons told 
him they could make a capital living out of 
it. And yet there was no successful planta­
tion worked with European labour ! But he 
need not go so far as the Clarence lliver or 
the •rweed. On the Logan there were numbers 
of Germans who had small mills, who culti­
vated their crops of cane and crushed it them­
selves, and employed uo kanaka labour; and 
there were numbers of others who were cultiva­
ting cane for other mills in the neighbourhood, 
and doing so successfully, and it would take a 
good deal to attract them from their occupation 
at the present time. And why should they not 
grow cane? If a European could grow maize at 
2s. or 2s. Gel. a bushel, why should he not grow 
sugar-cane at £10 per ton? The return from an 
acre of maize, at forty bushels to the acre, and 
2s. per bushel-which was about the average 
price paid to the grower, although it was 
sometimes lower than that-would be about 

£8 for the two crops in the year. There 
was not a bit lJIOre trouble in growing a, 
crop of caue ready for the 1nill than in growing 
two crops of n1aize ; in the one cnse the farn1er 
'"ould get £8 for his tv,'o crops of ma.ize, and in 
the other he would make probably £20 for his 
crop of cane, as rnanv fanners were doing in the 
colony. If fanners "could grow n;-aize, he wa~ 
perfectly confident there was nothmg to prevent 
thmn frmu growing cane. Tl;e hon. men1lwr 
(:\Ir. Bbck) sr~id that labom m the canefields 
wa.s so nwnia1 and degrading tha.t he would not 
a:-;k European irnrnigrantR to eugag·e on the plan­
tations; but he would ask the hon. member tn 
nrLrne any kind of work connected \Vith sugar 
producing which was 1nenial or degrading to any 
white 1nan. 

Mr. BLACK : \Vhere did I mention those 
words? 

Mr. GRil\IES said the hon. member waR 
raported to ha Ye sairl that "he should neY"r 
Rnggt'''lt snch a thing," rtH the hon. me1nber for 
:Eunggr.ra had referre<l to, " and his idea '\Vas to 
eleYate labour"; mlll further on the hon. mem­
ber said:-

" They would not rome. an<l 11C, for one, 'vonhl be 
a:;;hameh tot ry nnd entice Eng-lish immigrants to work 
on tlwir eanetlelds awl do a. description of labonr wlJidt 
was at prc~cut carriecl ouL bytlwir(•olourcd popnlatioll. 
He might add that 500 ilntuigrants had been landed in 
::\Iaekay during the la:-;t fiye months. and if that :'500 had 
been 1,000 the whole of them would have been absorbed 
in that district.'' 

l\Ir. BLACK: ·where are the words "menial 
and degr:1ding ''? 

l\Ir. GlliMES said the hon. member also 
said:-

" Hevmnld rather sec <·olonrecllabonrdoingthe inferior 
work th:111 see the women and children on their s.elt'(~ 4 
tion:o> wol'ldng hard to get a subsistt'nce. It was his 
eudeaYmll' to elevate the condition of the working 111an 
and not to degrade him.'' 

That was t,, say, tlmt rather than allow white 
men to engage on these canefields he would se" 
them starve. The hon. member also said in 
another part of his speech-

" He ronlll imngine the immi:;rra.tion agent at home, in 
his lectures in the different ngrienltnral districts of J:ng­
land, telling the people to emigTatc to Queensland alHl 
work in the eanetield:-;. as it wonld not be possible to 
]ll'Ocnrc coloured la hour any more. It was not likP-ly 
they would get immigrants under those condition~. " 

Mr. BLACK asked if he was in order in re­
questing the hon. rnernbernut to n1isquote hin1 to 
the extent he h''d been doing? 'l'he expreSKions 
the hon. member accused him of usin~;· were tlw 
very ex pressinns which he had entirely repudi­
ated. He (Mr. Black} had stated that thoHe 
were the expressions used last night by the hon. 
member for Enoggera (:i\lr. Rutledge). 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member must 
confine himself to correcting the words made 
use of. 

l\Ir. G RI::VIES said he was quite content to 
allow the words as reported to go before the 
rmblic. They would bear him out in the state­
ment he had made, that the hon. member cmJ­
sidered work in the canefields menial and de­
grading. He should take a further opportunity 
of referring to the subject when the Coolitl 
Labour Bill was before the House. A remark 
had been made by one hon. member to the effect 
that the sugar-planters in the ='I orth would luwe 
a good claim for compensation if the CooliP 
Labour Act were to be now repealed. Such a 
monstrous statement he had never before heard. 
Surely, the immigrants who had been brought to 
the colony under the belief that there was an 
opening for their honest labour would ha,,e a 
greater claim if, by the introduction of coolies, 
they were deprived of their proper and legitimate 
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employment ! He would rtnote one more passage 
from the speech of the hon. member for l'!Iackay, 
as followed:-

,,Hon. members often alluded to it as che~t)J labour, 
but it was not; it was, hmvevcr, relialJle labour, and the 
coloured man undertook the labour that waf3 distasteful 
to a European, and which Europeans, having seen 
coloured men doing, would not think of attempting." 

The hon. member had not told him of any work 
necessary to be done in sugar-growing which ·was 
menial or which Europeans would dislike to do. 
Oneremarkofthe hon. member for Darling Downs 
(Mr. Allan) rertuired to be noticed. The hon. 
member had lately visited caneiields where the 
cane was from 12 to 14 feet high, and he had been 
told, apparently to impress him with the necessity 
for coloured labour, that men had to go and work 
in that cane. Such, however, "as not the case ; 
no work had to be done after the cane was 
breast-high until the time came for cutting, and 
that was done from outside. 

An HoNOUHABI,E MEltiBEl\ : It has to be 
trashed. 

Mr. GRIMES said that trashing was not 
needed. After thirteen years' experience in con­
nection with the sugar industry he had proved 
that trashing was useless, and for the last eight 
years his firm had not trashed a single acre of 
cane. They had tried an acre trashed and an 
acre untmshed time after time, and had found 
the results in the mill about the same. The 
trashed cane gaye a higher density, but at 
the sacrifice of a quantity of juice, because 
111\ture protected the portion of cane exposed 
to the we~ether by thickening the skin. As 
a proof of the excellence of the sugars pro­
duced from untrashed cane, he would refer to 
the numerous prizes taken by his firm, and to 
the gold medal which he was wearing. He 
valued the medal principally as a proof that they 
were not behindhand in the production of sugar, 
although they employed European labour. He 
could appeal also to the merchants who had pur­
chased their sugars to testify to the quality. 
Trashing had been put forward as the work that 
Europeans could not do; but if it were for that 
only that coolies were rertuired, they were not 
wanted at all in Queensland. 

Mr. GOVETT said he should like, before the 
debate closed, to say that he endorsed all the 
congratulatory remarks that had been made in 
connection with the happy escape of the Queen; 
and that he was very pleased to hear one of the 
oldest member'> of the House (Mr. Groom) refer 
in fitting terms to the late Sir J. P. Bell. llefe­
rence had been made in the Speech to a number 
of yery useful measures, which he hoped would 
be treated by the House in a liberal spirit. The 
prosperity of the colony was a fact that could 
not be questioned ; in the inland districts, as 
well as along the coast, it was very apparent. 
There were towns now springing up far inland 
hundreds of miles away from any sugar lands, 
and he thought the prosperity of the country was 
assured. He had listened to a great deal of 
what hon. members had stated about the sugar 
industry, and considered that they l1ll ought to 
be proud of it, because by it country was made 
available that was of no use for anything· else, not 
even for grazing. The Government were entitled 
to considerable credit for the l1uthorship of the 
British-India Service, for no one could deny that 
it was of the very greatest benefit to the North 
as well l1S the South. Although it had been 
spoken of as being of no use as a mail service 
to Brisbane, there was very little question but 
that ultimately it would be found the quickest 
mail service existing in the colonies. The 
country had been brought into prominence by it 
at home, and, in that sense alone, it was of great 
use. The f,'lct that immigrants were able to 

come out direct by it was also worthy of 
notice. The present Government had done 
much for the colony in bringing out immi­
grants so speedily because it was of the greatest 
importance that there should be a steady flow 
of populatwn to our shores. They talked of 
those immigrants as labourers ; but it was no 
hardship for men to accept a good rate of 
wages, such as they at all events had never 
been accustomed to previously, as after a time, 
when those people had been l1cclimatised, they 
became employers themselves; and he knew 
numbers of men who in a very short time, 
say two or three years, had become large 
employers themselves. ·with regard to the 
Central district, he thought Hockhampton 
would in course of time become l1 great port. 
·when he mentioned the Central district he, of 
course, included the Mitchell, which he had the 
honour to represent. As the districts grew in 
importance they must, of course, extend their rail­
ways ; there \Vas no stopping thern in so large a 
colony-the larger the colony the more railways 
they required. He would advocate the extension 
of the CentralTiailwl1y as a means of opening up 
the country. It could not possibly »top at 
Bogantungan, aR there was ;yet an irn1nen~e 
extent of country that still required the 
railway to give it a start. In wet weather 
it was utterly im]Jossible to tra\"el in the 
district, and in dry weather the temmo could 
not get through for want of water. Tean1s 
almost refused to travel except at a very high 
rate of carriage. He had hoped that some other 
member would ha Ye spoken on this question, as it 
was one that required ventilating. "\Vith regard 
to coolie labour it had been shown, eYen by the 
members who had spoken against it, that it was 
an absolute necessity. Coolie labour, he ad­
mitted, was not rertuired inland, nor did the 
people inland ask for it; but it wa.g altogether 
different when the question of sugar cultiva­
tion was considered. For that it wa.~ an abso­
lute necessity. It had been said by many 
hon. members that the immigrants brought 
out here went away l1S fast as they came ; 
but he thought the Yery reverse nf that, 
and that was that this country was attracting 
labour from the other colonies. If some of 
the hon. members who had spoken would take 
a trip into the inland di,;tricts, they would find 
small towns and homesteads springing up in 
every direction, and that would not be the mcse 
unless there was an influx of people. "\Vhile on 
the subject of railways he had forgotten to ment!on 
that he was altogether opposed to constructmg 
them on the land-grant principle, as our estate 
was too valuable altogether to give away. He 
was glad indeed to hear so many hon. met:nbers 
say they were in favour of the conservatiOn of 
water. This was an essential to the wel­
fare of the country and the welfare of the 
people ; and he might say that, if water wl1s 
properly conserved, where 1,000 people had 
prospered previously 10,000 would when they 
had a good supply of water. There was one 
satisfaction, that in so large a country where 
they had so many different industries one would 
assfst the other. Drought did not extend over 
the whole country at the same time, and perhaps 
at one time the sugar industry would flourish and 
at another the pastoral interest, and so on. He 
trusted, however, that the Government would 
push on the rail ways, for they were the only 
means of conveyance in some of the outside dis­
tricts. The amount of capital the people them­
selves spent in improvements was enormous; and 
the Government, by making railways and con­
serving water, would materially assist them. 
At one time they could go along roads that were 
dry for forty, fifty, and sixty miles; but now they 
could not travel far without coming to Wl1ter 
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that had been conserved by private parties. 
There had been much g-ood wmk done in that 
way, and people there wanted some little con­
sideration. He hoped hon. members would not 
forget that there wa.s a great indw:;try son1e 
hundreds of miks from the coast, and as he bad 
faith that the Government would this session 
bring forward a measure that would benefit the 
district he trusted it would be well supported. 
He might say that he represented one of the 
largest electoral districts in the colony. He 
voted there when there were only some thirty 
or forty electors to return the present Post­
master-General, and he had seen the district pro­
gress until there were over 2,000 electors on the 
roll, whilst, when the revised roll was pub­
lished, it woulcl be found to contain about 3,000. 
'l'hat would give hon. members some idea of 
where some of the immigrants lutd gone. There 
was plenty of room, he believer!, for thousands 
more immigrants. The hon. member for Rock­
hampton (:VIr. :Ferguson) said he did not wish to 
see the country flooded with immigrants ; hut 
the country was a large one, and it \vas in a con­
dition at the present time to receive and absorb 
an enormous number. The district which he 
represented was of great advantage to the country, 
and he thought that hy helping such outside dis­
tricts the whole colony would be benefited. 

J\fr. STUBLEY expressed his pleasure at the 
allw.;ion in the Gr)l'ernor's Speech to the escape 
from assas"ination of Her l'>Iajesty the Queen, 
am! regret.ted the cleath of one of the most 
worthy men in Parliament, the late Sir ,Joshua 
Peter Bell. He was glad to hear from the 
remarks of the previous speaker that the ::Witchell 
tlistrict harl been well dammed ; it was a con­
solation to know that something was being done 
in that direction. His main object in speaking 
now was to express his views on the Coolie ques­
tion. He had shown before that sugar-cane had 
for years been grown successfully at the Tweed, 
Clarence, and Richmond without coolie labour, 
and he maintained that it could also be grown 
without it in the northern parts of the colony; but 
even supposing it could not be grown without that 
labour, he should vote against the introduction of 
coolies. The squatters and the miners were the 
pioneers of the country to a great extent-they 
had opened up the northern part' ; and if owing 
to the cost of labour it did not pay to grow cane 
there, they were •1uite satisfied to be enabled at 
some future time, when thev had saved some 
money, to take up some of that land and culti­
vate it. It did not necessarily follow that because 
land was fit for the growth of the sugar-cane it 
was not fit for any other purpose. He main­
tained th;;t the land on the if orthern coast was 
fit for growing anything. He did not see, there­
fore, why that land should fall into the hands of 
monopolists. Complaints were made of the want 
of labour and of wages being high. If wages 
were high it was simply a good indication of the 
prosperity of the colony. Employers could not 
afford to pay high wages if they were not doing 
well; and it was simply a farce to say that, 
because labour was scarce and \vages high, there­
fore railways should not be constructed. He 
ren1embered, when in Victoria, railways \vere 
made-and were considered to be made cheaply­
at £20,000 or £30,000 per mile. 

Mr. BA YNES : A long time ago. 
Mr. STUBLEY: It was certainly a day or 

two ago. Those railways had paid very well, and 
they had certainly been the means of opening up 
the country and settling the people on the land. 
That was very different to the mail contract in 
this colony, where the people were taxed another 
10s. a head without receiving any earthly benefit. 
There was not a single commodity in the North 
cheaper than before the mail service began, and 

they were certainly being taxed for nothing; and, 
as the hon. member for Ipswich had said, mer­
chants in Brisbnue got their drafts and invoices 
a fortnight before the goods. A case of that 
kind had just occurred. Letters had been de­
livered in Brisbm1e that day, bronght by the 
British-India Company's stt'amer, bearing the 
same cbte as letters received a fortnight ago ~·ia 
Suez. \Vith regard to kanalm labour, he had 
always said there was no necessity for it. They 
could do without it, and, as far as the Northern 
people were concerned, they would do without it. 
They would try to get rid of both lmnakas and 
Chinese and make this a European colony, and 
people who did not think proper to live here 
could go to another colony. There were thou­
sands of persons who would be only too glad to 
work in those places at any kind of labour, pro­
vided they got properly paid. He maintained 
that the sugar plantations could be worked in 
the same way that he treated his mines in the 
North. The work in the sugar-cane brake was 
not more arduous than the work of develop­
ing a: rrline in the North; and ·when owners 
of mines could not afford to pay £3 10s. or £4 
a week to men to do the work they let the mine 
on tribute. That was a very simple remedy; and 
why could not the planters do the same with 
their plantatiom? Let them advertise in };ng­
laud, and they would tind plenty of people glad 
to come and work plantations where the cane waK 
planted and the machinery erected ; they would 
do that on tribute, and it would be a profitable 
thing for both parties. The Government had 
recently been giving monopolists the best land on 
the coast ; and he consider8d them very little 
better than the Kelly gang- in disguise. They 
secured sufficient for themselves, and then they 
mised the price of the rest from 5s. to £1 per 
acre. That was the way the country had suffered. 
Settlement was required, bnt that was not the 
wny to bring it about. \Vhen the Government 
saw that people were willing to take up the land 
they increased the price. The planters said "\V e 
must block this ; it is not good enough. \V e 
shall have too many people near our plantations, 
and, as they will have small areas, there will be 
too many votes, and we shall not be able to get 
any kanakas to work our plantations." If 
settlement was wanted, then the price should 
be reduced. The area might be limited, but 
by reducing the price and encouraging settle­
ment the value of the land would be increased. 
He did not quite agree with the hon. member 
for Oxley in reference to lGO-acre blocks. 'l'hey 
might be very well where the land was very 
good, but the area should be extended to 1,000 
acres on poorer lands further from water or other 
carriage. To say that the wish to bring in 
coolies was a sign of the prosperity nf Queensland 
was a farce. He maintained that Queensland 
could do without coolies ; and the Government 
would not be game to bring their Bill before 
the House. If they did it would be because 
they had behind them a phalanx of hon. mem­
bers who supported them, not from their own 
knowledge of the subject, but from other causes; 
and if they went to the country on the Coolie 
question they would never come back to that 
House. The hon. Minister for \Vorks, when in 
the North, made use of an expression to the effect 
that the coolies were British subjects. He (Mr. 
Stubley) took that for granted at the time ; but, 
after hearing what had fallen from hon. members 
on the Ministerial side of the House during the 
debate, he was not at all certain on that point. 
If they were British subjects he presumed they 
were on the same footing as other British sub­
jects wherever they might be; but the Minister 
for \Vorks assured the people of Kingston that 
the Indian Government would secure their return 
after a residence of three years in the colony. 



Address in Repiy. [6 JuLY.] 6i 

He (Mr. Stubley) contradicted the statement 
then, and he contradicted it now most emphati­
cally. If they were British subjects they could 
come and go just as they liked, not only after 
the three years had expired but before, if they 
chose to break their agreements, in which ca.~e 
they could only be brought before a magistrate 
and be put into gaol and fed there ; in 
fact, they could make it so uncomfortable for 
their employers that they would be glad to get 
rid of their coolies. And after their time was 
up they had a right to go to any part of the 
colony they chose, and could not be taken back 
by any power of the Indian Government ; and, 
if that were not the case, then they were not 
British xubjects. That was why he was in 
doubt. The remarks made on the other side, by 
:Ministers too, showed either ignorance on their 
part or that they were conniving at what they 
knew to be wrong. I-Ie denied that coolies could 
be brought to the colony as slaves to be sent 
back after they had served their time. If the 
GoYen:nnent could make regulations affecting 
Her :Majesty's subjects it was nearly time a stop 
was put to their capers, because they might bring 
in regulations preve11ting the Opposition from 
speaking, unless allowed to do so by the Govern­
ment~in fact, they had already said so to some 
extent. The Colonial Treasurer said the other 
evening that the debate was very mild, and there 
had been no stone-throwing, bocause there was 
nothing to fight about, nothing on w hi eh to rake 
up their little bits of spite and their little per­
sonalities. He (Mr. Stubley) felt so much 
grieved that the leader of the Opposition had 
not introduced something of the sort into the 
debate that he did not come to the House last 
night. However, he would now try to throw in 
a firebrand somewhere, so as to please the Gov­
crnment, for it was only by looking on while 
other~ were fighting that one could enjoy him­
self in Parliament. \Vhen an hon. member 
began to argue and bring forward fa.cts in 
support of his arguments the Government 
simply said, "Ha, ha, ha!" He would swear that 
there \Vas no rea~mnin~ lJOvver in any of the 
JIIIinistry as far as certain subjects were concerned 
-not because thev were not endowed with that 
power, but becau.:<e it would not suit them to 
look at those subjects from a reasoning point of 
view. The railway arrangen1ent was a nice 
syndicate; ~tndit was extraordinary that a ]Jrivate 
individual could employ labour profitably and 
enhance the prosperity of the colony, and that 
the Government could not afford t.o pay the 
wages to effect the same results. He supposed 
the Government had reduced the rates of carriage 
so that they had to get men to work for nothing, 
or for as much as would buv bread and 
water. He. was one of the largest employers 
of labour m the North, and he was always 
pleased to pay good wages, and woulcl not pay 
~mall wages while he could get good men for big 
wages, because he found it beneficial to pay 5s. 
or 10s. a week more for good men. If the railway 
rates had been reduced so much that the Gov­
ernment could not pay such high wages as in­
dividuals could afford to pay with profit to 
themselves, then it was time they raised the 
rates of carriage. A few individuals, headed by 
-he thought~a knight or a lord of the garter, 
in England, and including one or two gentlemen 
of colonial extraction, started a syndicate and 
determined to make a railway, costing two or 
three millions, from one end of the colony 
to the other, and they only asked the Gov­
ernment to ensure them 3 per cent. on 
the outlay ! It was extraordinary that the 
Government could not get men to do the same 
work and make it vay. In the other colonies 
people would much rather work for the Govern­
ment than for private individuals, cc;pecially if 

they could put on the Government stroke. 
According to General J!'eilcling's expressed belief, 
the country through which the line would run 
was fit only for sheep and cattle ; and if his 
syndicate could afford to spend money, employ 
labourers, and giYe away large area~ of land, it. 
'v~ts strange that the Government could not con­
struct a line where people were already settled 
on and developing the lands, and where 
lines were w"nted immediately. The Govern­
ment said that if they had to co11struct the 
Transcontinental line they could not make 
branch lines, but he (Mr. Stubley) most dio­
tinctly gave his veto against the 'rransco11ti­
nental line wbile coast lines were rerruired. 
He could mention several that were needed. 
One from Bowen to Hough ton Gap, a line from 
~Junction Creek to Raverunvood, and tho:-;e were 
lines that would pay the greater portion of the 
interest on the cost of construction. A line WfLS 

wanted from Cairns or some other port to 
Herberton~he should prefer Cairns~and there 
were perhaps two or three others that would 
pay not only from the time they were com­
pleted but from the day on which the first 
few miles were open for traffic. Objection 
was made to the range at Cairns, and he 
supposed it would be the same in regard 
to Port Douglas, because it would not do to 
give the rniners any af:>SiHtancc. The Govern­
ment were ready to i.tssist those large capi­
talist;; who took up H,OOO or 10,000 acres of 
sugar land, and who wanted a shipful or two of 
lmnakas or coolies ; but they left the miners to 
look after themselves. There were thousands of 
tons of tin-ore on the grass at Herberton, and if 
that were taken to port, even at £3 a ton, there 
would be immense fortunes made; but the 
Government would not even cnt a track until 
they were almost forced to do w by pressure of 
some kind. There could be no objection to 
starting the line from Cairns to Herberton at 
once, m; there was grand agricultural country in 
every direction, and only forty miles of railway 
was rectuired. The timber that would have to 
be cut down would almost pay for the con­
struction. But he supposed Jigging never 
would receive any assistance from the present 
Government because the diggers had not treated 
them properly, except in one or two places. 
'l'o revert to the Chinese and coolie labour, he 
should ]JUt them both on a par, so far as havi11g 
anything to do with them was concerned. He 
should use his influence against them, and he 
should vote against coolie, kanaka, and Chinese 
labour to the very last extreme. If they could 
not find sufficient Europeilll labour to cultivate 
these so-called magnificent sugar lands they were 
better without any of it at all. If they got any­
thing by it~if it was only 1d. a lb. off sugar~ 
there would be something in it, but it was not 
so. The owners of plantations employed men to 
work, but they themselves lived in ]~ngland or 
elsewhere. If the present Government attempted 
to ~bring in either the Transcontinental line or 
the Coolie Labour question~if they did not go 
to the country for it they ought to do so. 

Mr. LO\V said that he considered the mail 
service was one of the grandest things that had 
ever been introduced into the colony, or that 
possibly ever would be. Reflections had been 
made about the excess in charge for postage, but 
that was only a trifle compared with the advan­
tage they derived from the mails going direct 
from this colony to Eng·land. And so with the 
wool-growers. For every 1,000 tons of wool sent 
home through Sydney there was a loss of £500 to 
the· grower as comprcred with the new means of 
sending it. The £!\5,000 suhsirly was, therefore, 
a mere trifle. He thought the Government 
ought to be well thought of ancl well supported 
for the way they had managed tlmt oervice. He 
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wondered that the matter had not been men­
tioned before during the course of the debate. 

Mr. JESSOP eaid that, like the junior mem­
ber for North Brisbane last night, he rose to 
introduce himself to the House, as he felt he 
would not be doing his duty if he did not do 
so, and failed to join in the sentiments that 
had been expressed in reference to the escape 
from .assassination of Her :Majesty the Queen. 
He Wished aloo to pay respect to the late Sir 
J oshu~ Peter Bell, w.ho was a former repre­
sentatn·e of the constituency he (Jiiir. Jeswp) 
now had the honour to represent. He knew the 
l~te gentleman f.or many yNtrs, and in expressing 
Ins regret at h1s death he knew he was also 
expressing the regret of his constituency. '\Yhen 
the news arrived in Dalby the regret was so 
extreme that every business man put his 
shutters up immediately out of res1Ject to the 
deceased gentleman, who was a gooi colonist a 
good representative, and a sincere friend. If l1e 
(~Ir. Jessop) went into the whole Speech 
h1s remarks would only be a reiteration of 
the sentiments of other hon. members, ::end 
besides, the late stage of the debate and th~ 
anxiety of gentlemen to get to their homes would 
also prevent him. He could, however, at any­
;·ate, copy the hon. member for North Brisbane 
m one remark he made, with a slight difference. 
That hon. gentleman said that he was sent to the 
H<_m~e for the express purpose of turning the 
Mm1stry out. He (Mr. Jessop) was sent for the 
express purpose of keeping them in. vVhen he 
went before his constituents he announced him­
sal£ as a Government supporter, and as a Govern­
ment supporter he intended to act so long as he 
found their measures such as he could support 
with benefit to his constituents and the colony at 
large. He was not a blind supporter, nor a votin" 
machine, to be told to hold up his hand like~ 
schoolboy. He would use his own discretion 
an~ vote when and how he thoug-ht best, and h~ 
cla1med to be as free and independent as any gen­
tleman who sat on the cross benches. He believed 
the Government to be the rig-ht men in the right 
plftce, and therefore he supported them, and 
because he really believed that the tide of pros­
perity the colony was now enjoying was greatly 
>tttributable to their foresight and energy. But 
for them the colony \muld not be in the position 
it now occupied, with a good credit balance in 
the bank, although, of course, good seasons, finds 
of gold, and many other things had some­
thing to do with it. It was a well-known fact 
that when the other side were in power for a 
time they always left the Treasury chest empty, 
whereas the present occupants always left some­
thing in it. And the same thincr would occur 
again when the other side came i1rto power once 
more, which they must do sooner or later, and no 
one would know where the money was gone to 
'l'he best remedy for that was for them to spend 
the surplus themselves, and in reproductive 
works. All through the debate he had noticed 
that hon. gentlemen spoke of Brisbane, Rock­
hampton, .Maryborough, Cooktown, and other 
coast towns, but no reference was made to the 
inland distJ·icts. The only reference to anything 
west of Ipswich had been as regarded the water 
storage. Now, he thought that the best thino­
the Government could do-and he hoped they 
would take the hint about it-was to spend 
some of the £250,000 inland as well as in dred"· 
ing rivers and building wharves. They had "a 
claim to a share, for they had contributed largely 
towards the surplus, and had received very 
little hitherto. He hoped the Ministry would 
take this into consideration and give them '' 
fair share. That was all he asked for. 
'\Vith regard to what fell from the Premier 
as to the Minister for '\Vorb not being able 
to carry out reforms in his department, he 

(Mr. Jessop) was of opinion that if anyone, 
whether he was head of a department or any other 
officer, refused to obey orders he should be given 
his walking.ticket, and he believed any hon. 
member would do the same; and if any m:l,n in 
his employment would not do anything that was 
in his power to do when he was told to do it he 
would be told C[Uickly to come inside, get hb 
che<[ue, and go about his business. The Minister 
for vY orks had, in his opinion, too much to do in 
his various offices, and he was glad to see, there­
fore, that the Government were calling for appli­
cations for a Traffic Manager, though he thought 
they might have found someone in their own 
department fit to be placed in the position if given 
full power, and who could fulfil the work to 
be done as well as anyone they could get from 
England. He h>td heard a good deal about the 
mismanagement of the railways, and from time 
to time he had had brought before him instances 
of irregularity in the delh·ery of parcels, etc. 
Only the other day a party came to him in 
Dalby and said that he had received a letter 
three days previously saying that a parcel had 
been sent to him by train, and it arrived three 
days afterwards with more freight to pay for it 
than if it had come by post. However, the 
Government had already promised to make 
great alterations in that respect. The mail 
service had been a good deal discussed in the 
debate, and it appeared to him that everybody 
knew best how the service should be worked. 
In his opinion every credit was due to the Gov­
ernment for the establishment of that service. 
Reference had been made to the three deaths from 
heat which took place in the Red Sea on the last 
steamer that arrived. But if they read the tele­
grams they would see that seyeraldeaths occurred 
during the passage of the new steamer ''Austral." 
'\Vhy, if people died on that large steamer, belong­
ing to the largest company in the world, should 
they not die also in the other boats? Those allu­
sions from the other side of the House, meant to 
throw ridicule upon the service, he looked upon as 
mere nothings. People had died in New York 
from sunstroke a few years ago-ten, twenty, and 
even thirty a day. Besides, those people might not 
have come on board in good health, and how could 
the Government tell whether people took proper 
care of themselves and were cautious enough? He 
did !not think the Government were at all to 
blame for that, and if the hon. members who 
made those remarks would consider the matter, 
they would find that they were wrong. A great 
deal had been said about the subsidy of £55,000 
per annum-what a heavy expense it was, and 
what a heavy tax upon the people of Brisbane. 
He had it from the very best authority, and 
could mention names if required, that over 
£35,000 had been spECnt in Brisbane alone by the 
British-India Company in the first year of the 
service, besides what had been spent in Rock­
hampton and other ports. In all, up to £55,000 
had been spent in the colony by the Company in 
the first year; and if that were so-and he was 
assured it was so-the colony was receiving a 
great benefit from that mail line in place of being 
at a loss through it. The Coolie Labour ques­
tion he would sn.y very little upon. It had 
already been drummed into their ears so 
much that it was not necessary for him to 
say anything about it ; though at another time 
he would have something more to say upon it. 
He would now go this far, and say that he 
did not believe in coolie labour in the 
South, but where it would be of benefit to the 
colony-and he believed it would be of benefit 
to the colony in the North-he would support 
its introduction, for the Rimple reason that he 
considered that it would undoubtedly make 
labour for the white man. The proposed Bill to 
provide for the construction, maintenance, and 
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lu,magement of \Vorks for the Storag-e and Dis­
tribution of \Vater he looked upon as the most 
important item in the Speech, and the Govern­
ment were to be complimented upon their fore­
thought in bringing that Bill forward. The hon. 
member for Northern Downs, he thought, in 
speaking upon the Divisional Boards Act, taxed 
the Government about that matter, and said that 
dmns ought to be constructed by the local 
hoards. He (lVIr. J eswp) asked how the boards 
could be expected to do w without the asoistance 
of the Government, as they had not the money 
themselvm; '! Hon. members seemed to forget 
that, in laying out money for water storage, they 
were not only benefiting the people about those 
works, but were benefitingthewholecolony-Bris­
bane in particular, and he hoped to see the Gov­
ernment carry out that part of their prog-ramme 
in its integrity. The Bill to Amend the Pastoml 
Leases Act he thought was most important. 
The hon. member for Port Curtis said last night 
that it was levying blackmail to put up land and 
sell it as the present Act provided, and it was 
not only the rich pastoral lessees who suffered 
from the levying of blackmail, but the umuo fide 
selectors also suffered from it, and he hoped it 
would be remedied. The Immigration Act he 
had no doubt would be a good one, and he 
agreed with the Government in their de'iire to 
reg-ulate immigmtion. He quite agreed with the 
remarks made by the hon. member for lYiitchell 
(::\Ir. Govett), and was quite sure that the hne­
a,nd~cry about i1nn1igrants going South waR all a 
mi.~take ; they were absorbed here, and some of 
them were put into good situations as soon as 
they landed. As the hon. member for l\Iitchell 
lmd stated, there was room for thowmnds and tens 
of thousands more. The Divisional Board Act 
had been a great bone of contention, and was 
brought before the House several times by me m­
hers on the other side as not being worth contend­
ingfor. He had been watching the working of the 
Jli visional Boards Act ever since it came into 
force, and he could give the House his word that 
it was one of the g-reatest boons the country had 
e\·er had. He wanted some amendments, and 
the Government had promised to make them, 
and when the necessary amendments were made 
it would prove one of the grea,test boons the 
country could have. And he would tell them 
why : Before the )._et was put in force he was 
living outside of Brisbane, and knew very well 
wlmt it meant. If they wanted anything- done 
they had to send a petition to their member, who 
had to go to the i\Iinister-whoever he might be­
and beg and pray of him to do what was wanted, 
and the result was that one-half or a quarter of 
the a1nount of money required was granted; in 
addition to that local men were not employed. 
A sLaff of men and an overseer were sent up in 
a dray to do a £300, £400, or £500 job-he had 
known men sent up to Dalby to do a three or 
four month's job, and in the end it was not well 
done. It was very different in the hands of the 
di ':isional boards. They had the power of legis­
latmg for themselves. They knew what work 
was wanted done, and how far they could go ; 
the work was done 50 per cent. cheaper and 50 
per cent. better, and local men had some chance 
of earning sornething out of it; it W:1H alllog-roll­
ingbefore. Now there was no neceHsityto petition 
the hon. member for a district, and everyone was 
satisfied. There was one more matter he would 
speak to. Last year he was sorry to see the 
~'\electors Relief Bill, bronght in by the hon. 
member for Burnett (:\ir. Baynes), thrown out by 
the House. \Vhen that Bill came before the 
House again-and he trusted it would be in a very 
short time-he hoped to see every hon. member 
~upport it, as he thoug-ht it was one of the most 
Important measures that could come before the 
House. As things now stood a man with £200 

or £300 took up a selection-and they knew that 
men tried to take up every acre they could to the 
last shilling--and the consequence was that he 
did not. know wlutt to do for the next year's rent. 
Some people were not so injudicious; they saved 
some money, but found after t"'king up the land 
that they had to lay out 10s. in improvements 
which were totally useless, and by the time they 
came to get their certificates they found they had 
their nwney thrown away on useleHt-3 i1nprove~ 
ments when they might lmve used it in stocking 
their land. At the end of a year or so they 
had to borrow money to pay their rent, and 
the result was that as soon as they had done 
that, they \\'ere so much indebted they had to 
sell out at cost price. He hoped, therefore, that 
when the matter came before the House again it 
would be seriously considererl and entered into. 
Individually he would g-n further, and would 
allow chilrlren to select land in small areas; and 
he thought it was 1nonstrou~ where there were 
four or five in one fmnily taking- up a homestead 
selection that they should not be allowed to live 
together on one of the ~elections instead of com­
pelling a young ntan or a young won1an to live in 
a house by themselves half-a-mile from the occu­
pant of the next selection. He thought it would 
be quite sufficient if they were allowed to live in 
the one house upon one of the selections, so that 
they might lead a better kind of life, anrl become 
better members of society than they would by 
stopping in a hut by themselves. 

::\Ir. J<'RASER said tlmt at that late hour of 
the night, and after listening to so mttny speeches, 
he should be excused if he did not attempt to 
occupy th~ time of the Hou~e for any great 
leng-th of tune. In the few remarks he had to 
make he might premise that the aspect of the 
House, ~o far, must be s:ttisfactory to all members 
who wished to see the business of the House 
carried on seriously and deliberately. He joined 
with the hon. member who preceded him in the 
~event! congratu1atimu; that haJ been ntade, and 
espechtlly upon the proflperity which wets univer­
sally acknowledged to prevail in the colony, 
although l1e Inight differ front t:onte hon. gentle­
men as to the cause of that prosperity. He had 
not the slighteot wish to detract from any g-rain 
of credit to which the present GO\u·nment might 
be entitled ; but althoug-h it had been asserted 
over and oyer again that a great deal of the pro~­
perity had been owing to their legislation and 
administration, no attempt had been made to 
show one solitary action of the Government 
that had tended to bring about the prosperou.< 
condition of the colony at the present time. The 
hon. 1nember for ::\lackay boasted last night that 
they had secured a credit balance of £245,000, 
and, lest he should be accusli\d of misquoting, he 
should take the opportunity of using his own 
word". He said last night:-

"He wonl(l rather be a follower of ar ::\Iinistry whieh 
could shmv an honest, r;;traightforward surplus of £245,000 
on the year's transactions than be a follower of any 
)1inistry that had exi~ted before. That surplus had not 
been achieved b~v any doubtful means such as carrying 
money forwRrd whic'hstood to the account of Railway 
Reserves in llrevious years." 

Surely that hon. member must have forg-otten 
what had been done by the present lYiinistry in 
former years with respect to that very item of 
railway reserves. It was the carrying over of 
the very sum of £380,000 odd that had enabled 
the Ministry to show that surplus balance; and, if 
that had not been done, instead of having£245,000 
of a balance to the credit of the Consolidated 
Hevenue they would have a deficit of £137,000odd. 
He did not blame the Ministry for that, but he 
pointed it out to show how unjustifiable asser­
tions of that kind were. The Colonial Secretary 
had congratulated the Ministry upon the little · 
blame or fault that had been found with their 
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administration during the reccs~. But how could 
fault be found when they hacl all been away 
enjoying theruselves? One went north, another 
south, and a third west. There was one point 
upon which they had failed m their duty, ancl 
that was, that they should have congratulated 
themselves that after the celebrated adven­
tures of the Minister for Lands they still retained 
that hon. gentleman's services. How far the 
country had canoe to congratulate itself on the 
narrow escape of that hon. gentlmnan he wa::; 
not preprcred tn say, but he was glad to see him 
in his place, and that he had not oouwled the 
vasty deep, as he might have done more than 
once. \Vith respect to the mail service, he did 
not intend to traver,;e the ground that had been 
gone over so minutely already, but he felt 
bound to make a few remarks with respect to 
that <jue:;tion. After the manner in which it had 
been so unqualifiedly praised, perhaps he might 
be thought bold in finding any fault with it; 
hut there was one observation made by the hem. 
the Colonial Treasurer, the other evening, which 
he would notice-and, by the way, he might 
expre~~ hiR very f{reat plea~ure at seeing that 
gentleman occupymg the seat on the Treaoury 
benches-that gentleman reminded them of the 
opposition offered to that service when it was 
first introduced, and pointed out that the results 
proved that they had been exceedingly blind, ancl 
the Government had had a wry good forecast of 
what the practintl resnlt would be. \Vith resped 
to the :-;ervice, it wa::-; a Inirmorner to call it a, 
"l\Iail Service." He would remind hon. mem­
bers that the Colonial Secretltry, when intro­
ducing this measure, moot distinctly otated 
that as a mail sm·vice there was not Yery 
much to justify it. Their subse<tuent experi­
ence corroborated his anticipation;;, and tho­
roughly justified the objections that were raised 
from the Opposition oide of the Hon,;e. And 
it should be borne in mind that there were 
very good and sound reasons why they should 
object to it-namely, the manner in which it was 
brought into the Hou::;e and carried into effect ; 
and it should also be remembered that the sanction 
of that House was never given to it. It wao laid ' 
upon the table of the House open for discussion, 
and althoug·h amendments were proposed and 
were actually in print, they were told distinctly 
the contract was there to be accepted or rejected. 
It was their bound en duty to protest against such 
a com·se as that. It might prove to Le one of the 
greatest blessings they had received, yet he should 
a.lway~ protest again~t the rnanner in ·which it wa::; 
initiated as a dangermm precedent. It might be 
true that the senice was of vast importance to 
theN orthern ports, lmt he objected to the man­
ner in whieh hon. members opposite attempted 
to keep aliYc a sort of spirit of autagoni::;nl 
between theN orth and South. There never was 
a word heard from the Opposition side of the 
House against the interests of theN orth ; and he 
challenged the 1Vlinister for Lands to produce 
one in::;tance ; but, if that feeling was not kept 
alive, it 'vas not the Ltnlt of smne lwn. rnern­
bers. Hon. member, on his side of the House 
did not begrudge the X orthern ports of the colony 
any advantage-pn~;tal or otherwise-that they 
might derive from this service ; but he could 
not concur with ~orne rmuark~ n1ade by hi::; 
hon. friend the junior n1en1ber for J~noggera, 
the other evening, that so far '" the Bris­
bane rnerchants were concerned the service 
affected them very little. It shnuld be borne 
in mind that prior to the initiation of this 
service the principal supplies for the North 
were obtained from Sydney, and the merchants 
there might suffer veryumch more from the direct 
intercourse of the :i'\'orth with the mother­
country than the Brisbane merchants. The mer­
chants of the North would find that this mail 

senice was not so beneficial as they at present 
considerecl it. The times seemed to he prosperous; 
hut if an ad veroe current should come, and sup­
posing money became tight and the banks put on 
the screw, and l,illo were becomiug due inLondon, 
how were they to obtain renewals ? They could 
not do it. But they might get such accommoda­
tion from their friends in the oouthern colonies 
as would enable them to weather the storm. 
That the South should complain of it as a postal 
service was not a matter of surprise. It should 
be borne in mind that fullv two-thirds of the 
population of the colony resided in what was, 
properly speaking, the southern part of the colony, 
and were consequently compelled to contribute 
two-thirdo of the subsidy. He might observe 
that the hrm. Colonial Secretary's explanation, 
the other evening, as to the differential postage 
rate, was anything but satisfactory in any way 
whatsoever. The hrm. gentleman based his 
defence upon this, that it cost them all they were 
charging. But was that the lJrinciple upon which 
the postal service and telegraph service was 
ea.rried on"? Let them apply that to their own 
internal postal arrangements, and how would it 
work? 'rhe fact was that all over the world the 
postal serYice was an exception, and if they 
could li vo till the colony became sufficiently 
popubted, and their posta.l communications suffi­
ciently ntn1wrou8, the day 1night cmne when 
it would pay the coot, hut not before. :Fm year,; 
after the introduction of the le!. postage in Eng­
land the deficit was enmmous. At the present 
time he believed it paid the coot. But because 
they pair! a certain stun for delivering letters by 
the southern route between (lueensland and 
J_,onclon was no reason why they should be 
hauclicapped in the way they were being. It was 
the principle of the thing that was essentially 
wrong, nnd it should be borne in mind that the 
South vvere paying fully two-thirds of the sum by 
which the service was subsidised. Another fair 
objection that was raised to the service was that 
the colony had no right to subsidise a mercantile 
serv-ice, and place in the hands of one company a 
monopoly, to the disadvantage of all other com­
panies who might feel disposed to frequent the 
({neensland ports. He was not at all surprised 
at the apologetic strain in which that paragraph 
was introduced; they all knew the service had 
not come up to what was expected of it. He 
did not cleny that ultimately it might be a great 
benefit to the country, or that it had not been of 
considerable service already. They never had 
objectecl, on his side of the House, to a direct 
stearn service with J1~ngland. 'fhey were quite aH 

c]p,irous of it as any member on the Government 
side, but they did object to the style in which it 
was brought about. There was one observation 
made by the hon. member for J\laclmy the other 
night that he should like to refer to. The 
hon. member for Ipt<wich complained that the 
mail stemncrs did not use queensland coals, 
and the hon. member for Mackay affected 
to make light of that and, in a manner, 
sneered at it. He must remind hon. members 
that the hon. gentleman at the head of the 
Government and the hon. J\Iinister for \Vorks 
did not think it a trifling matter at the time they 
were advocating the service. Both those gentle­
men made an important point of that as one 
of the advantages that they were to derive 
from the service, and the Colonial Secretary 
said:-

" In entering upon the contract the company had 
('rtlcnlatcd upon getting coals at Brisbane. He had dis­
tinctly told the company that the coal at present 
delivered was not so good as Xewcastle coal, and they 
were t-iati~lictl from what they knmv, ancl from one of 
the directors who had in:o;pcctcd t:iOme mines not nmny 
ycar'i ago, that. eoal of a far beltcr clc~cription woulcl 
~oon he fonml. At all CYCnb, they had taken that into 
consideration." 
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There was another passage, he believed, though 
he could not lay his hand upon it just now, where 
it was stated that the company were bound totake 
the coals from Queensland. The Minister for 
"\Vorks was even still more precise. That hon. 
gentleman said-

" He had reckoned that the steamers coming and going 
both ways would use altogether throughout the year 
from 24,000 to 25,000 tons of our coal. Any member who 
had gone into the calculation would see that he was not 
exaggerating.'' 

Those points were urged when the service was 
being forced on their attention, and yet, if acted 
upon at all, had only been acted upon to a very 
small extent indeed. There were in the colony 
gentlemen prepared to supply coal to those 
vessels in the Bay; and their coal certainly would 
not be of a worse quality than it was when the 
directors of the company had an opportunity of 
examining it. "\Vith respect to the Transconti­
nental Railway, it was evident, from the expres­
sion of opinion on both sides of the House, that 
very little indeed would be heard of it during 
the present session. The Premier had told them 
that he was prepared to stake the existence of 
his Ministry on the carrying of that railway, 
but he (Mr. Fraser) was inclined to think that 
very little would be heard of it for some time 
to come; consequently, there was no need to 
discuss it at that stage. Personally, he had 
not seen or heard anything which would 
induce him to vote for the construction of the 
line. ·without discussing the question of the 
constructiOn of railways by land grants, he could 
not see, at that stage of the colony's existence, 
with its small population, the little traffic there 
could possibly be for such a line, and the con­
ditions under which it was proposed to be 
constructed-he could not see but that the 
initiation of such a system at present would 
result in anything else than serious damage to 
the colony. The paragraph respecting public 
works and immigration had been variously dealt 
with. He had a strongly decided opinion on the 
question of immigration, and that was that if 
they tn,ated men properly when they came to 
the colony, and endeavoured to get the right 
class of men, they need not care how many 
they could land on our shores, where there was 
room for thousands, nay, millions. He was glad 
to hear the hon. member (:Mr. GoYett) contro­
verting the opinion advanced that as soon as 
immigrants reached Queensland a great number 
of them left for the southern colonies. Anyone 
choosing to take the trouble would see that, &xcept 
durmg one or two years, the balance of immigra­
tion over emigration in connection with the 
southern colonies was greatly in favour of Queens­
land-proving that if they did lose a few they 
gained a great many more. Intimately con­
nected with that question was the question of the 
land laws. It was Mr. (now Sir Charles) Lilley 
who said that every man had a Land Bill in his 
head. That might be so, but the time had 
arrived for a thorough revision of the land 
laws of the colony. They had acted for a 
long time under the Act of 1868, and thgn under 
that of 1876, but they would never get that 
large population without which greatness was 
impossible without a thorough revision of the 
land laws; and there was never such a favour­
able opportunity as the present for securing the 
right class of popubtion. 'rhe agricultural in­
dustry of Great Britain was, and had for some 
time been, at a Yery low ebb. In some parts of 
the country farmers had been compelled to 
abandon their farms, and, instead of ten or 
twenty applicants for each farm, it was in many 
instances impossible to get tenants for them. 
He was amused at the description of a speculator 
given by the hon. member (Mr. Black) last night 
-namely, as a pioneer, a man of enterprise who 
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opened up the country, developed its mines, 
and cultivated its sugar-fielcis. He (Mr. 
Fraser) had always looked upon a speculator 
as a man who laid hold of land or anything 
else, kept it uselessly, awaited his opportunity, 
and turned it to the best account. That was not 
a class that ought to be encouraged. The hon. 
member, advocating the cause of the small 
selector with £200 or £300, proposed that the 
land should be put up to auction; but what 
possible chance could a man of small mean• 
have, in a block of 50 or 100 acres] at auction, 
against his large neighbour to whom an advanced 
price per acre would be nothing ? Such a system 
as that could never settle population on the 
land. He was glad to see that there was such 
a general opinion in the House that greate 
facilities should be given for settling popula 
tion on the land. Why should not Queensland 
act a paternal part as America did? Their cir­
cumstances were certainly different, but they 
had only to adapt themselves to the circum­
stances of the colony, and they would be able to 
carry out colonisation as successfully as the 
United States or Canada. He would touch but 
briefly on the question of coolie labour. Members 
of the Opposition had been twitted with not 
having the courage of their convictions; but all 
they desired was to find out the merits of the 
question before discussing it. It would be 
ridiculous and absurd to undervalue the im­
portance of the sugar industry, but the ques­
tion was-and it had not been solved yet 
-was it essential for the carrying on of that 
industry that Parliament should pass excep­
tional legislation for it? Was it necessay that 
there should be special legislation for any par­
ticular industry? He maintained that if that 
was justifiable in the interests of the sugar­
grower, it was equally justifiable in the interests 
of the pastoral tenant, the maize-grower, or those 
engaged in any other industry. It had always 
been a matter of perplexity to him how Euro­
peans could stand the Northern climate in the 
laborious work of mining, timber-getting, and 
other hard industries, and yet could not stand the 
labour of sugar cultivation. The hon. member 
(Mr. Black) had said he should be sorry to see 
Europeans employed in the labour now done 
by kanakas. Of course they would object 
to work in rcompany with kanakas-com­
peting with them. But put the kanaka and 
the coolie out of the way, bring out the 
agricultural labourer of Essex, or Sussex, or 
other southern parts of England where he had 
to live on a wage of Ss. or 9s. per week, and ask 
him to undertake the cultivation of the cane­
fields at the remuneration he could get in the 
colony, and he (Mr. Fraser) ventured to say he 
would be only too glad to have the opportunity 
of doing it. The most extraordinary view ex­
pressed on the question was that of the hon. 
member (Mr. H. Palmer) that the planters 
would be entitled to compensation should the 
present Coolie Bill be repealed. Surely gentle­
men who had taken up land for sugar culti· 
vation were like those engaged in every other 
enterprise, and must take all the contingencies 
into account. The Government had no more right 
to provide them with labour than they had to 
provide him (Mr. I<'raser) with any labour he 
might want. It was absurd, then, that if the Act 
were repealed those gentlemen would have a just 
claim for compensation against the Government. 
That was the vested right that existed in "\V est 
Indian slaves, and nothing else. The thing had 
only to be named in order to see the absurdity of it. 
One more remark before he passed from that sub­
ject. They no sooner objected on that side of the 
House to anything that was thought to affect the 
interests of the North than they had immediately 
the bugbear of Separation held up before them, 
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That was a matter with which he had been 
familiar ever since he had been a colonist of 
Queensland. He remembered when Separation 
at Da\ves llange \Vas agitated for very warrnly ; 
and, if he mistook not, the present Colonial 
Treasurer went home to lay a petition at the 
foot of the Throne : he thought that was the 
language used. ·whether the petition ever got 
there or not he did not know, but if it did he 
was inclined to think it remained there. Then 
the next stage was, that Separation should be at 
Cape Palmerston, and there it remained until 
the present day. And really he did not see that 
it would be such a very serious matter for this 
part of the colony if Separation did take place 
at any moment. But let him remind hon. 
members, when they talked about the matter, 
that there was more than the Korth to be 
consulted on the question of Separation. He 
could tell them, if they did not know it, 
that there was at present in Queensland a 
despatch from the Secretary for the Colonies 
em]Jhatically stating that the British Govern­
ment would not countenance or sanction any 
further subdivision of the Australian colonies. 
If hon. members bore that in mind thev would 
find the bugbear of Separation an cmpty"bubble. 
They could not get Separation without the sanc­
tion of the Imperial Government; and instead 
of encouraging Separation, the Britbh Govern­
rnent on eYery hand \Vere endeavouring to pro~ 
mote the federation of the colonies. A good deal 
had been said about railway management, or 
Inismanagmnent, as the case might be, and the 
Colonial Secretary, the other evening, admitted 
that the department was not managed with the 
satisfactory results that it ought to be. Some 
hon. members evidently thought that that was 
a condemnation of his own colleague, the 
Minister for \Y orks. It might be so, but he 
(Mr. Fraser) hardly regarded it in that light. 
He regarded it more as the fault of the system 
than the fault of that hon. gentleman. In fact, 
if the hon. gentleman ened at all, he rather 
thought it was in attempting to do too much 
himself-that he attempted to rleal too much 
with details. Fault had been found repeat­
edly with the Under Secretary for the depart­
ment. He was not there as the apologist 
of that gentleman, but he was inclined to think 
that he was more to be pitied than found fault 
with. He was placed in a position for which his 
training never fitted him. He (Mr. l<'raser) had 
not the slightest doubt that he was an excellent 
officer in some parts of the department, and that, 
were his services confined to dealing with the 
construction of lines in the clerical part of that 
branch, he was a most officient officer. But 
when they brought in n. man who had been trained 
all his life in the lines of red tape, and placL"li him 
in control of one of the most important depart­
ments of the Government which ought to have 
at its head a practical man possessing business 
knowledge-a man of experience capable of 
organisation of the first-class-it was an injustice 
to that man, and it was not to be wondered at 
that he failed to give satisfaction to the country. 
He was glad to see that this defect was going to 
be remedied, but he could not say he was pleased 
with the step the Government had taken in send­
ing to England for a man to fill the position. He 
believed that if they had made the attempt 
they would have found very competent men in 
the colony. He was not quite sure, hut he 
was inelincd to think that they should have a 
man of colonial experience. If they brought 
out a man from England, trained in the English 
system, and unacquainted with colonial habits or 
requirements, ten chances to one he would get at 
loggerheads, not only with his subordinates, but 
with the public, in a very short time ; ttnd, per­
Imps, like 1\Ir. Statham Low, be sent about his 

business, and the colony be called upon to pay 
him compensation for loss of his office. Another 
matter he would call attention to was this : 
About the time of the opening of the railway 
to Sandgate there was a revision of the fares, 
and the system of return tickets from Saturday 
until :Monday was, no doubt for very good 
reasons, done away with. He thought that was 
a mistake on the part of the Minister. He 
thought every facility and encouragement should 
be given to induce the public to travel. He was 
not going to raise the question of Sunday trains 
now. That was a matter he held his own opinion 
on; but he would point out that return tickets to 
Sandgate were issued on Sundays, and he did 
not see why they should not be issued on Satur­
days. :Many offices and places of business 
closed at noon on Saturdays; and he was sure 
that if return tickets were issue<! on th<me 
clays many men and their families would take 
a trip to Sandgate, who, if it were offered to 
them for nothing on Sunday, would not accept 
it. He made the suggestion to the :Minister for 
\Vorks, and thought it deserved his attention, 
because it would benefit the revenue, aml confer 
a boon upon members of the community who 
otherwise could not m·ail themselves of it. He 
would not occupy the time of the House further 
than to srty he thought they should congratulate 
themselves on the good tone in which the session 
had commenced, and he hoped it would be con­
tinned throughout. He had no doubt, looking over 
the Dills that were to come before them, that there 
were many que,tinns to settle upon which there 
would be very great di ,·ersity of opinion, and 
which would very likely he warmly discussed; 
but, at the same time, he did not think they need 
violate the rules of conrtesy or good behaviour. 

The l\II~ISTim }'01\, WCmKS (:\1r. Mac­
rossan) said the hon. member for ::louth Brisbane 
had told them that they should congratulate 
themselves upon the peaceable aspect of the 
commencement of the session, and he quite 
agreed with him. Probably it was because they 
were getting older and were getting wi~er ; but 
whatever might be the cause, he hoped it would 
continue, and that they would not find the same 
scenes this session that they had seen in the 
past. The Colonial Secretary, when speaking 
the other evening, he thought, made a very 
great mistake in a statement which harl been 
canYassed a great deal on both sides of the 
House in regard to Mr. Herbert, the Commis­
sioner for Hail ways. It was a mistake, he was 
satisfied, that \Yas not intended. It was a slip 
of the tongue, as he believed the impression 
his hon. colleague intended to convey was that 
Governn1ent railways were \vorked under db~ 
advantages which private railways did not 
labour under-that was, th"'t political in­
fluence was brought to bear on all sides, not 
only upon the ::Vlinister, but upon the Cmn­
missioner for Raihvays. This pn~itical influenee 
e"tendecl from the heads of the department 
down to the very lowest labourer in it. 
He could speak from experience of 1\Ir. 
Herbert-that he \\·as not only willing, but 
anxious to carry out any instructions tbat 1night 
be given to him, and that he carried out his work 
conscientiously and to the best of his ability. 
That he might have failed as a traffic manager 
was to be exrJected. He had not been trained as 
a traffic manager. \Vhen the late traffic manager 
was dismi•sed, he did not ask for the position, 
but he was asked by the then Minister if he 
would accept it, and he did so. He had been in 
the office four years, and he (::Vrr. JYiacrossan) 
could say that, so far as the ma.nagement of the 
raihvay was concerned, it was tnuch n1ore 
economically mamcged than it was under the late 
traffic nutnn,ger. He agreed with what hi~ hon. 
colleague intended to say-that was, that there 
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wa" great difficulty in managing Government 
railways as compared with private railways. 
As a rule, he had found in his experience--and 
he believed he had had greater experience for the 
length of time he had been in office than any 
former Minister for Works-that the most incom­
petent men in the department--he did not speak 
of the higher officers, but of the lower­
generally managed to obtain some kind of 
influence to retain their position. There was no 
man in the department who had not got political 
influence of some kind. There were very few 
members of the House who did not know t'hat as 
well as he (Mr. Macrossan) did. He should not 
make any special reference, but there was 
another thing which made their railways very 
difficult of management, and it was this : There 
was a kind of camantda1·ie amongst the men them­
selves, so that when inquiry was made by a superior 
officer it was impossible to get at the truth. 
If a fault was committed by one of the men, they 
thought it a point of honour to screen each 
other; and generally, when inquiries were made, 
he found it was not the fault of the Railway 
Department at all. If a complaint was made by 
a member of the outside public, he was always 
brought in fault. It was never, or scarcely 
ever, the fault of any one connected with 
the railway. He could instance a great 
many cases of that kind, but would not 
take up time by doing so at that late hour. 
Several members on the Opposition side of the 
House, and one or two on the Government side, 
had also complained that the works were not 
being pushed on Yigorou~ly enough, and that 
there was a scarcity of labour, for which the 
Government 'vas responsible. He 'vas, however, 
prepared to prove that works had been pushed 
on more vigorously by the present GoYernment 
than by any former Government of the colony; 
that they had made more miles of railway by 
double in the same length of time, and that they 
had called for tenders for more than double the 
number of miles of railway. The ground of the 
complaint was really that every district expected 
to get a railway; every district in which a rail­
way was being made expected to get that railway 
pushed on faster; and it was impossible to push 
them all on fa,t. Taking the whole colony 
through, the Government were pushing on with 
railways at a greater rate than had eYer been 
attained before. As to the Government being 
responsible for the scarcity of labour, that was 
said because they had suspended immigration 
for a short time ; but they alone were not res­
ponsible for the suspension. They had simply 
accepted the position into which they were 
placed by the action of their predecessors. 
Hon. members who had been members of the 
late Government must know that they them­
se! ves instructed the Agent-General to moderate 
immigration, and that the present Government 
simply continued that instruction and carried it 
further, because even the moderation suggested 
was not sufficient. Lest any hon. member of the 
late Government should be oblivious of that fact, 
he would read the first paragraph of a letter 
written by the late Colonial Secretary, Sir A. H. 
J'almer, to the Agent-General, dated 4th Feb­
ruary, 1879-that was to say, within three weeks 
after he took office :-

"Referring to my predecessor's telegr~Lm of the 4th of 
Reptember last, instructing you to moderate emigration 
for the next tour months, and to your reply thereto 
under date the 13th idem, and to my telegram o! this 
date, I ha.ve the honour to inform you that the Govern­
ment find, with regret, that they are compf:lled not only 
to confirm Mr. Douglas' in:~trnctions in the matter, but 
to require you to make arrangements for a still further 
recluction." 
\Vhen the present Government came into office 
they found men being employed by corporations 
and by the Government on what were usually 

called labour works. He had found in Towns­
ville nearly 300 men in camp waiting for employ­
ment by the Government, and he was forced 
to commence the Charters Towers Railway on 
tbe small contract system-a system which had 
been abandoned-in order to give employment. 
Under those circumstances it would have been 
cruelty to continue bringing out immigrants at 
that time. :Further than that, when the announce­
ment was made at the commencement of the 
session of 1879 that immigration had been 
moderated and stopped, was there a single hon. 
member objected? If the Government had done 
wrong, why did not hon. members then object and 
show cause why immigration should be con­
tinued? Now hon. members, very wise after the 
event, saiel that the supply should have been 
continued. Hon. members, also, all said they 
were strongly in favour of immigration; but the 
(;overnment had shown that no one could be 
more strongly in fa your of it than they were by 
their action in instructing the Agent-General to 
send out immigrants at the rate of 10,000 a year. 
Allusion had been made to the 18xge num­
ber of immigrants going to America. No doubt 
America had the great advantage of continually 
attracting those whose friends had emigrated 
before them, leaving out of the question the 
ea•ier and shorter pas•age ; but if America 
received twice or nearly three times as many as 
it did, it would not be receiving more, relatively 
to population, than the Agent-General had been 
instructed to send out. Ten thousand to 
Queensland would be equal to two and a-half 
millions to America, and the Americans had 
neYer received more than a million in a year. 
The proposed immigration to Queensland vras 
the largest in proportion to population that 
ever existed in the world, and if the Govern­
ment continued that they would be doing their 
duty to the country. It was also said that 
there should be a land system in connection 
with immigration as in America; but it would 
be well if the hon. members who advocated 
that had first studied the American system. As 
a matter of fact there was no Government system 
of immigration there and never had been ; their 
immigration was carried on by those syndicates 
to which some hon. members had such an objec­
tion, and by means of the large land-grant rail­
ways which had been made in America. The 
syndicates were so anxious to have the land 
occupied by industrious people that they em­
ployed agents all over Europe ; and those 
were the immigration agents. They were not 
paid a single penny by the Government, nor 
were they under its control. Even the great 
immigration depot in New York was a volun­
tary agency, and not under the control of the 
Government. The Australians, indeed, were 
almost the only people in the world who had a 
system of State immigration. ·when the hon. 
member (Mr. Rutledge) talked about stopping 
the natural flow of immigration he did not know 
what he was talking about ; the flow to Australia 
was artificial, the natural flow being to America. 
Before hon. members argued against land-grant 
railways, and at the same time called upon the 
Government to imitate America, they would 
do well to instruct themselves so that they 
might talk more reasonably and be able to 
instruct their constituents on the subject-a 
thing which many of them had not done. 
He was not going now to take up the sub­
ject of the Transcontinental Railway. It was 
a large question, which he should be prepared to 
argue when it came before the House; and he 
should be prepared, with the Premier, to stake the 
existence of the Government upon it. It had also 
heen said that large numbere of immigrants left 
for the southern colonies-in fact, that they left in 
shoals ; and one hon. member (Mr. Thorn), if he 
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was to be believed, would make the Government 
stop immigration altogether. But the Government, 
in order to ascertain the truth, had employed a 
policeman to watch the different immigrant ships, 
and it was found that the number that went 
down to Sydney or Melbourne was so small as 
scarcely to be worth taking into account. The flow 
from the other colonies to here was much greater; 
and even if people in New South 'Wales or Vic­
toria took advantage of the system of Queensland 
unfairly, the colony was still the gainer, seeing 
that it was getting acclimatised workers in ex­
change for a few new chums. In connection 
with railways, an hon. member, l'dr. JYiacfarlane, 
made a very serious charge against him (1\lr. 
JYiacrossan) about rolling-stock. He was sorry 
the hon. member was not present to hear his re­
marks; but he was not responsible for an hon. 
member's absence. This was given as an instance 
of bad management:-

"On a recent occasion three or four 11ersons were dis­
abled on account of an accident caus-ed by the break­
ing down of a truck which was being taken to the 
works at Ipswich for repairs. In such case it would 
have been better to send the damaged truck by luggage 
train instead of attaching it to a passenger train, and 
thereby endangering the lives of the IJassengers." 

It was true that a truck broke down; the rest 
existed only in the hon. member's imagination. 
No one was injured, and it was not a damaged 
truck. It was an ordinary mineral truck en­
gaged in bringing down metal for the Brisbane 
roads ; and the trucks were going up empty by 
the 5 '30 train. The guard in charge of the train 
supposed that the accident was caused by the 
break of the truck coming down and catching 
the V of the point, which pulled the truck off 
the line. If that was the only instance of bad 
management that could be produced, the manage­
ment of the line would come out clear of 
blame. The hon. member also said that many 
of the trucks that had been made on the 
new system had cost more for repairs than 
trucks that had been running on the line for 
ten years. \Vhoever might have informed the 
hon. member, the piece of information was 
just as truthful as the statement the hon. 
member was obliged to apologise for making 
last night. ·what the hon. member really dis­
agreed with was the system which he (Mr. 
Macrossan) had introduced of getting rolling· 
stock constructed outside the Ipswich workshops. 
He had tried to establish tradesmen in different 
parts of the colony who would be t<ble to nucke 
trucks and passenger carriages for the Govern­
ment, thereby carrying out the views of the pro­
tectionists in regard to the encouragement of 
local industries. Since he had been in office he 
had ordered by contract 540 vehicles, which were 
either made now or were under contract at the 
present time, as against 738 altogether existing 
before that time. It was that system to which 
the hon. member objected, as no doubt Ipswich 
had suffered to some extent. He was sorry for 
that; but it was necessary for him to study the 
whole colony and not Ipswich alone. 'Those 
trucks were being made all over thg colony­
in Toowoomba, Ipswich, Maryborough, Towns­
villa, and Bundaberg ; and what Ipswich lost 
the colony gained. In addition, also, to those 
540 vehicles, either made or being made, he 
might state that he was also having made, 
by contract, at home, twenty -eight engines 
for the use of the railwt<ys of the colony, 
so that, in reality, the scarcity of rolling-stock 
that had been spoken of existed to some extent, 
just the same as the scarcity of labour. It 
could not have been foreseen, but as far as he 
had been able he had tried to overcome it, and 
he was glad to say he had succeeded to a large 
extent. Before leaving the question of railways 
lle would notice a remark made by the hon. 

member for Enoggera (Mr. Dickson), who, in his 
eagerness to combat the arguments of the 
Premier as to the ad vantage of having private 
railways to compete with Government railways, 
made the assertion that the Hom10 Government 
had been buying up railways in England. He 
asked the hon. gentleman to name one, but he 
did not, and for a very good reason-he could 
not. Not a single railway was owned by the 
English Government. It was, in fact, a debate­
able question still whether they should be owned 
by the Government or by private persons ; but 
no English Government had as yet attempted to 
move in that direction. There was not a single 
Government milway in America-the Uni~ed 
States. Every one was made byprivateenterpnse, 
and there were very few otherwioe in Canada. 
In France the same system prevailed, with this 
exception: they were guo.rantced by the :French 
Government, and six of the principal lines had 
received aid in the ~hape of subsidies, and the 
Government had the right to buy them back in 
ninety-nine years. In Bclguilr: the railways 
were all under the State ; m Italy they 
were partly under the State 1end partly in 
the hands of companies; in Germany the 
same. So there was really only one country in 
the world of any importt<nce in railway con­
nection where all the railways were owned 
by the Government. He must, however, admit 
that the Belgian railways were very well 
managed. He maintained th,tt it would be very 
much better if they had some rail ways here 
managed by privttte companies. They would 
have a cmnpa,rison, and not only that, hut an 
opportunity of obtaining trained Inen. In con· 
nection with that he had been asked if it was 
true that he had sent home for a traffic manager. 
He replied that he had done w. He made a 
promise to the House last year that he would get 
one. He had tried to get one here amongst the 
employes of the Railway Department, but he 
could not find one that he could thoroughly trust 
with the traffic management. He had also tried 
in a small way in New South \Vales during his 
visit there, but the only persons he could obtain 
were what were called traffic inspectors-men of a 
very subordinate lJosition-and he had men here 
equal to what they were. Then, though he did 
not like to do so, he was obliged to send home 
for one. It was, as was said, an experiment, and 
might be successful or not. As the hon. member 
for South Brisbane had said, the man chosen 
might, after a year or two, have to be sent about 
his business, and compensation paid to him for 
loss of office. That might occur, but he ho1Jed 
it would not. He hoped the time would come 
when they would be able to supply them­
selves, not only with traffic managers and other 
officers connected with traffic, but with men 
of other grades, and engineers, in the colony. 
He thought they should train them in the 
eolony, and render themselves independent of 
Home or any other place; and the sooner they 
lid it the better it would be for Queensland and 
for Queenslanders. He could not allow some 
remark' made by the hon. member for Enoggera 
(Mr. Rutledge) to pass unnoticed, but before 
noticing what he said he would express the 
opinion that the hon. member for Oxley was 
rather severe on the hon. member for Mackay 
for what he had said about the late junior mem­
ber for Rockhampton, Mr. Rea. The hon. 
member for Mackay said nothing very disrespect­
ful of the deceased gentleman. It was a great 
pity, in his (;\lr. Macrossan's) opinion, that they 
could not sometimes have wht<t he would call cor­
rect records of all the proceedings of the House. 
They had, of course, Hansm·d, which gave the 
words spoken by them; but it would be well, also, 
if the people who read Hansard were able to 
understand how the hon. gentlemen's argument6 
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were received by their friends. He must say 
that he never, since the night when he sat there 
and heard the '' ::\' ursery Hhymes," saw the House 
so much amused as it was by the statements of 
the hon. member for Enoggera. Before the hon. 
member rushed in to make such statements he 
should consider them more, as they were not very 
becon1ing to a gentle1nan of hiR pretensions or 
antecedents. It was quite certain tlmt the hon. 
gentleman meant nothing, but that he spoke 
without consideration and without having 
proved his correctness very few members of 
the House would deny. On the evening in 
question he made a very ridiculous statement 
ahout the Queensland Investment Company­
!Lbout a trap or lift in the ceiling through which 
the money went up to it from the bank below. 
H!Ld the hon. gentleman considered that, if his 
words had!Lny weight at lLll, he was doing whlLt 
Inight be a sel'ious injury to a legitin1ate conl­
mercial company? He (Mr. Macross1m) did not 
think they would have that weight, but it was 
quite possible that the company, if not stronger 
than it really was, might suffer from st!Ltements of 
that kind. If the hon. gentleman had only 
taken the trouble to inform himself what the 
company really wac<, the amount of capital it 
possessed, the !Lmount of capital there WlLS lying 
in the bank, and the amount invested in colonial 
securities, he would never have made such st!Lte­
ments as he had, but h!Lve seen at once that the 
company had no reason to borrow money from 
the Queensland National Bank, and that it had 
money enough of its own and to spare. The hon. 
gentlen1an was a lawyer, and as lawyers were 
supposed to be correct, the hon. gentleman should 
have taken the trouble to be more correct than 
he was. He held in his hand the "~hmtralasian 
Insurance and Banking Record" of September 
9th, 1881, which contained the report of the third 
annual general meeting of the Queensland Land 
:IYiortgageandinvestment Company, !Lnd the state­
ment-the balance-sheet-laid before the general 
meeting of shareholders showed how the company 
stood. At that period-probably the period when 
the hon. gentleman 'vas acting Asnwdeus over 
the top of the House-the company had £140,000 
of its own money which was not laid out lLt all. 
'There was really no necessity for the hon. 
gentleman to im1tgine that it would get !LilY 
money by means of that patent lift. 

Mr. RUTLEDGE: The Glasgow Bank had 
a better account when it closed. 

The MINISTER l<'OR WORKS: The hon. 
gentleman also made another statement which he 
ought to have inquired into. He read from the 
T-mde c,:rcula1· that m1 individual had borrowed 
£45,000 from the company upon the security of 
43,000 sheep and lOO head of cattle, and that the 
sheep were worth at that time 11s. per head and 
cattle £4; therefore that fortunate or unfortunate 
squatter obtained double the amount for which 
the company had security. 

Mr. RUTLEDGE: I glLve exactly what was 
in the T1'1lde Ci?'Culal'. 

The MIKISTER FOR WOHKS : Did any 
hon. member think that was financing? \V as 
it by such means that the company w"s able to 
pay dividends to its shareholders? If the hoi1. 
gentleman had taken the trouble to spend lH. 
and gone to the Heal Property Office he would 
have found that there were 50,000 acres of land 
in addition to the sheep and cattle. As a lawyer 
the hon. gentleman ought to have known some­
thing about that, and he ought to have known 
that the Tmde Ci>·culc"' was not lL land record. 
This was not the first time the hon. gentle­
man had rushed into statements of that kind, 
!Lnd he always had to be corrected. He (Mr. 
Macrossan) hoped this would be a warning 
to him, and that he l'l'ould be more careful 

in future. It seemed that the only great sin 
thlLt the Government had committed during the 
recess had been to receive regulations for the 
control and management of Indian labourers 
from the Indian Government; and he had a few 
words to say on thlLt, and also to his hon. friend 
opposite (Mr. Griffith). That hon. gentleman 
said in several places-at Cooktown, for instance 
-that he had been asked to prohibit the im­
portation of kan!Lkas, 'md that he had refused, 
!Lnd consistently refused, to do so. Now, why 
did the hon. gentleman refuse ? Was it because 
he thought kan!Lk!Ls desimble ? Was it because 
he thought they were necessary for the culti­
vation of any tropical or semi-tropical products? 
or was it 'because many of his own liberal 
friends employed kanaka ilLbour. He (Mr. Mac­
rossan) did not know which of those causes 
!Lctuated the hon. gentleman in refusing, but 
he could say that no man in that House con­
sidered kanalms and bbour of that kind more 
undesirable in this colony that he (Mr. Mac­
rossan) did. There was no man who had en­
deavoured to do more, and had done more, to 
keep out Chinese than he had. He had no 
doubt what he had done at Herberton to keep 
Chinese out there was well known, and he said 
now that if the Government of which the hon. 
member was a member had 'taken his (:Mr. 
iVIacrossan's) advice in 1874, when he was as 
young a member as any in this House at present, 
the Chinese question would never have :.trisen as 
it did in 1876 and 1877. The first thing he did 
on coming to Brisbane in 1874 was to suggest to 
:Mr. ~hcalister the desimbility of taking some 
steps to prevent the influx of Chinese. He had 
the foresight to see that, owing to the proximity 
of Cooktown to Hongkong, and the fact that 
there was a mail serl'ice from Hongkong, the 
Chinese would flood Cooktown in twelve months. 
Gold had been discovered at the Palmer, and he 
knew that the Chinese only came after gold had 
been found in a pbce. Previous to that only a few 
imported by squatters had come. Mr. Macalister, 
however, refused to do what he suggested. If 
the hon. gentleman (J\lr. Griffith), when he 
became Attorney-General, had taken the pre­
caution that the Government had taken at 
Herberton, the influx of Chinese would, to a 
large extent, have been stopped. He informed 
the hon. gentleman in 1877 that, in his opinion, 
lLll that '\vas rerruired would be found in the 
Goldfields Act ; but he submitted to the hon. 
gentleman's opinion, though he ,held his own at 
the same time. The present Government had 
!Lcted on that opinion, and had prevented Chinese 
coming to the Herberton Tinfields. 

Mr. GRIFFITH : How? 
The MINISTER l<'OR WORKS: Let the 

hon. gentleman find out ; he should not tell him. 
Having said so much about his antecedents in 
connection with Chinese labour, he thought he 
had a right to say something now on the Coolie 
question. Thehon. gentleman said at Cooktown:-

" He had in the past been a~ked to prohibit the intro­
duction of kanakas, but he had not done so. At the 
same time he regarded black labour as a thing not in 
itself desirable-a thing to be allowecl, if necessary for 
the development of any interest in any particular 
portion of the eolony, with proper safeguards. Privut 
fac:ie he regarded the introduction ot coolies as un­
desirable, but, if necessary, with vroper safeguards he 
had no objection to offer to it." 

2\'l:r. GRIFFITH: That is the telegram. 
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No ; thlLt 

was the report of the hon. gentleman's speech, 
and it w!Ls lL correct report. 'The hon. gentleman 
was reported not only by the special reporter of 
the Cou>·ie>·, but by the editors of two newspapers 
at Cooktown. He (Mr. Macrossan) had read all 
the report, and he quite agreed with the state-
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ments made by the hon. gentleman. The hon. 
gentleman had given notice of the repeal of a Bill 
passed in 1862 ; but if that Act was repealed, 
what safeguard would there be left for the 
control or prohibition of coolies? 

Mr. GRIFFITH: They could not come at 
all. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon. 
gentleman thought they could not come at all: 
but he had surely forgotten his law. Did he not 
know that, although the Indian Government 
prohibited the exportation of coolies to any 
country where there were no arrangements or 
regulations, they could be got elsewhere? Did 
he not know that in Mauritius there were 
250,000 coolies serving terms of five years, and 
that their terms were expiring at the rate of 
50,000 a year? Did he not know that in 
Natal there were 20,000 under the same cir­
cumstances, and that in Ceylon there were two 
million and three-quarters of inhabitants, every 
one of whom could come to this colony, and 
no Government here could prevent them? They 
were proud to have the privileges of British 
subjects, but, with their citizenship, they must 
also accept the responsibility, and the responsi­
bility was that whatever distinctions were made 
by the Legislature, neither Her Majesty nor her 
Ministers knew any distinction of colour. And 
no law the hon. member could pass if he should 
repeal the present Act, no regulation the 
Government might make, would prevent those 
men from Mauritius, Natal, Singapore, the 
Btraits Settlements, Ceylon, and every other 
dependency where coolies were taken from coming 
to the colonies. 

Mr. GRIFFITH: Cannot we do by legisla­
tion what you cannot do by regulation? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the 
hon. member admitted that it required legisla­
tion to control them. But they could not be 
kept out. It had come to the knowledge of the 
Government that the sugar-planters in the North 
were determined tu have some other source of 
labour than they were employing at present. 
·whether they were right or wrong was not the 
question; whether sugar could be cultivated with 
or without kanakas or coolies was not the ques­
tion, but the question was, how they must 
regulate their introduction. They knew that the 
planters could inundate the colony with any 
number of coolies, and the Government must 
have some control over them, and prevent them 
entering into competition with European labourers 
in every walk of life. For that reason the 
Government entered into negotiations with the 
Indian Government, in order to protect the 
rights and privileges of the working men of the 
colony in the same way as they would have 
been protected had his advice with reference to 
the Chinese been taken before. The Government 
had the foresight to see that they could be intro­
duced-it was now being done. A telegram 
appeared in the Courier less than ten days ago, 
stating that a gentleman had made arrange­
ments to bring 100 Cingalese to the colony-could 
the Government stop them by any law ? 

Mr. GRIFFITH : Why don't you try? 
The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the 

hon. gentleman knew they could make no law to 
stop them for the reason that they were fellow­
citizens. They made a law against the Chinese 
under the convenient phrase of Asiatic o.r African 
alien, but any Chinaman from Hongkong who 
could prove British citizenship could walk 
through that law; but there was no such con­
venient phrase that could be made applicable to 
British subjects. That was the position they occu­
pied. The Government did not wish to introduce 
coolies ; they were not ::~d vacates of their intro-

ductinn ; but they knew that coolies would 
be introduced, and that they could not be 
stopped. Therefore, they wisheJ, for the purpose 
of protecting the working men of the colony­
which they wished to see occupied as far as pos­
sible by EuropC'ans-to control those men and 
keep them at the work for which they were im­
ported. He would read a letter the Queeneland 
Government had written to the Indian Govern­
ment, and also the regulation they had made. 
Probably it would be said by some after he had 
read the regulation that they could not enf'?rce 
it · that it was too severe to send a man to pnson 
be'cause he would not go back to his own coun­
try; but hon. members must.know, as was stated 
by the hon. member for Darlmg Downs the other 
night, that even Englishmen were treated in the 
same way. 

Mr. GRIFFITH: By law? 
The l\HNISTER FOR WORKS said there 

was a British Seaman's Act which compelled any 
seaman leaving his ship either in th; or in any 
other colony to go on board under pain of im­
prisomnent till the day the ship sailed. 

Mr. GRIFFITH: Not by regulation. 
The MINISTER FOR WORKS said that 

when they passed an Act of Parliament .em­
powering the Government to make regulatiOns 
havin~ the force of law, they had the same force 
as the" Act, and the hon. gentleman knew it. 

Mr. GRIFFITH: An Act of Parliament 
does not authorise any such regulations; and 
you know it. 

The MINISTJUt FOR WORKS said the 
debate had gone on very amicably till now. That 
was the third night, and there had been no inter­
ruptions until his arguments on the Coolie ques­
tion which the hem. gentleman did not like. Then 
he began to interrupt. He hoped the hon. gentle­
man would not continue the interruption, but 
that he would allow him (Mr. l\Iacrossan) to con­
tinue his arguments, and when the hem. member 
brought forward his motion for the repeal of the 
Act he could answer those arguments; but 
interrnpting was not answering. The letter he 
would read was addressed to the Officiating 
Secretary to the Government of India, l\Iadras. 
But he must preface it by saying that the Govern­
ment received a copy of regulations which the 
India Government submitted fur their approval. 
It was not a fact, as the hon. gentleman, the 
other evening, would lead the House to believe, 
and through the Hou,;e the outside public, that 
the Government were being forced into accepting 
what they ought not to accept-viz., regulations 
forceJ by one dependency upon another-regula­
tions which they ought to make themselves. 
The regulations of the Indian Government were 
for the protection of their subjects in the way of 
securing to them their wages, food, clothing, &c. ; 
and it was well known that the Indian Govern­
ment was what was called a paternal Govern­
ment. They accepted those regulations as far as 
the protection of coolies in Queensland was con­
cerned; but, on the other hand, they wished to 
insert regulations for the protection of Europeans. 
Those regulations had been frame<! and sent to 
the Indian Government for their acceptance. 
The letter was as follows :-

" Sir,~l hnxe the honour to aeknowledge ~he receipt 
of your lettPr of the 2nd of February last, w1th aceom­
paiiying copy of the reYisetl draft regulations relating 
to the proposed introduction into this colony of native 
labourers from British India. 

"I llave carefully considered the amendments made 
by the Governor-GEmeral of India in the draft code sent 
to you by ury predecessor, and have now to acquaint you 
that the wh.ole of these amendments have met with the 
approval of this Government. You will observe, on refer­
ence to J>art X., that some slight alteratious have been 
made in the regulations, with the object of restricting· 
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the employment of those immigrants who have com­
pleted their tirst or snhs·;lp1Cnt \lerio<ls of ~crviee in the 
colon~· to persons engaged in tropical and semi-tropical 
agriettlttue. 

"In framing the regulations this provision was over­
looked, hut vou ·will at ow~c see how neeess:nT it is to 
guarrt. a~aitist the in'liseriminate employment of this 
lahonr lJy other than those for whose }mrticnlar bene­
fit it is to be introduced. l~uder the regulations, as 
approve(l hy the Governor-GeneraL there is nothing- to 
prevent titue-expircd iuunif.{rants from engaging- them­
selves as tlOlncstic :-;ernmb, ete., to town residents and 
others entirely unconnectetl with tropical agTienltnral 
pursuits. the effect of which 'vonld lW~~ that thc~e immi­
grant~ would not only come into adiYe competition with 
l·~nrovean la1Jonrers, but they would esl'alJe that snper­
visiou at the hands of the Government Protector~ whieh 
not only the Indian Government but the Government of 
this colony are anxiom; to sccnre. These alterations, I 
have no doubt, 'vill be acce],tahlJ, as I ob:mrve. in look­
ing throngll the corresponLlcw~e ou the ~uhject of (~oolie 
euligTation, that it is the (lesire of vonr Government 
tltat l'oolie immigrants should, if pos;iblc, be confined 
to field labour. 

"You will note that n slight addition has also been 
malle to the l•'orm of Contract, whereby the immigrant 
binds himself, before leaving India. not, to work for any 
employer in the colony other than one engaged in 
tropic<tl or semi-tro]dcal agrieulture. 

"With regard to the appointuwnt of a Rpeeial oflicJr 
'vith Iucran experience and n knowlPag-c of Indian 
lang-uages, as Chief Protcetor in <Jnecusland, I have to 
inform you that the Govcnnncnt will have uo objection 
to the a},pointmeut, providell his f'alary be not made a. 
eharg-e npou the public funcls of this eol011~·. There i:;:;, 
hmv~ver, 110 w~cessity for the appointnwnt of such an 
ollicer lJy the Inclian Government, as our Immigration 
Agent, who is also Chid ln~peetor of Pacific hlanders, 
has a wcll-org)misecl staff, consisting of ollicers resi<ling 
in the .several districts of the C'olony. charged with the 
tlnty of carrying ont tlw provisiom; of the Paeitic Island 
Labourer:> Aet, 'v-Iw wonltl be availalJlc for the perfonu­
nnce of tllc work usually undertaken by the Chief Pro­
tector. 

"I enelosc n copy of the regulations a~ amended, and 
shall be glad to re(•t']ve from you an early intimation of 
the deci:.;ion of your Government therenvou. If you 
<'an suggest any further amendments, whereby the desire 
of our Government to contiue thh; IalJmu· strictlY to 
tropical or scmi-tropic~tl agricnltul'e ean be more effec­
tually ~t)eured, I shall be ghul to submit thcnn for favour­
able C'Ollsilleration. 

"I have, &e .. 
"'l'llO.\L\S )!Cli.WlL\l'l'U." 

Thn,t waR the regulation he referred to just now 
~regulation 72-

" ..:\._ny immigrant 'vho refuses to return to his native 
~ountrv within one month from the date of the certiti­
eate gl:;m~cd to him nwler section 69. or from the elate 
of the eaneellatiou of his ag-reement, as the e-t~e may 
he, or to enter into a fresh engagement for a fnrthe.r 
term of service either with the same or some other em­
},lo,rcr eng'age',l in tropic;ll or semi-trovieal agricnltlll'e, 
Rhall he liabV} on conviction thereof to imprisonmpnt 
for any vcrioct. not cxcee,-liug six ('alendar months. 
Should. such immigrant. after completing hh; teem of 
imprisonmrnt, stillrefnse to return to his native eountry 
or enter into a fresh engagcuwnt, he shall be liable 011 
eonvietion thereof to imprisonment for n further period 
of six. mouths. and so on for every sueh refusal to return 
or re-engage a:s aforesaid." 

So far, therefore, from 1t being one dependency 
forcing· upon another dependency, it was the act 
of two contracting parties having power to make 
binding agreernent.s bebveen thmnselves, the 
Raine as the act of any two nationB 1n~tking a 
treaty, and if the Indian Government agreed to 
that regulation there was not the slightest 
doubt that coolies would be compelled to go hack 
to their own country after their term of service 
had expired here. The hon. g·entleman ]Jro­
fes"ed to be anxious thn,t the dignity of the 
country, it Ueing a country in which re::;pon­
sible Government existed, and being a free 
country, should he guarded, and that the 
Government should not submit to any dictation 
on the part of the Indian Government. Hon. 
members, after hearing the letter he had read, 
would be able to come to the conclusion at once 
that nothing had been left undone l>y the Gov-

ernment to preserve the dignity of the Queens 
land Government in their dAalings with the Indian 
Government. They had not in anyway consented 
to or ttttempted to go away from the position they 
occupied as being, in this particular negotiation, 
the equal of the Indian Government. They had 
never for a moment supposed when in treaty with 
the Indian Government that they were other than 
the eC[uals of the Indian Government. And any 
agreement or arrangement made between them 
a;1d the Government of this colony would be tt 
mutual agreement as binding upon one as upon 
the other, and also acknowledged by the Imperial 
authorities in Great Britain. The hon. gentle­
man in the speech which he made the other 
evening implied that nothing of the kind had 
been done l>v saying it should not be clone. 
Of course, that was the kind of imputation 
made that such and such should not be 
done when he knew or ought to know that 
no attempt hn.cl been made to do it. He 
(Mr. 1\Iacrossan) said that the Government 
had taken every step to preserve their own 
dignity as a Government, and had taken every 
precaution to preserve from undue competition 
the people introduced into this country already. 
If they had accepted the regulations as sent to 
them bv the Indian Government they would be 
in this" lJosition : that immediately these men 
worked out the five years of the engagement 
which they had made with the employer they 
would be at liberty to come into the towns the 
same as the kanakas did at present, and what 
would be the result? A far worse result than 
anything that could possibly arise from kanakas 
being allowed to come here. 

Mr. GRIFFITH: Hear, hear. 

The MINISTER J<'OR WORKS said the 
reason was that the Indian coolies, as far as 
he knew-he had no experience of the people 
further than having seen them in the JI!Iauritius­
were expert, tractable, and dutiful servants. 
The result he had spoken of would be that 
there would be no more domestic servants 
reCjuired for Brisbane or any other town in 
the colony, and from what he had seen of 
them in the Mauritius he could say that they 
would not only become domestic servants, but 
would become carpenters, blacksmiths, and shoe­
makers, and everything else, and in a very short 
time the colony would be like Natal or the 
.!Ylauritius. The Government, seeing that, had 
taken the precautions they had done in dealing 
with the Indian Government, and in doing so 
he claimed, on the part of himself and the reRt 
of the Government, as being the real protectors 
of the working men of the colony. 

~Ir. GRIFFITH: That's too thin 
The MINISTER FOR WORKS said that he 

had followed the hon. gentleman after he went 
North. A short time after the hon. gentleman 
went North, he (Mr. l\Iacrossan) visited most of 
the places visited by the hon. gentleman, and 
some places he had not visited. He made the 
same statements there that he did here. He had 
never varied a statement in any way. He told 
the miners of Herberton-perhaps the most 
democratic body of men in the country--what 
he had told the House, and the action the 
Government intended to take, and, as far as 
he could ascertain, there were very few men there 
who cliclnot think it e. right action. As far as 
he could ascertain their sentiments were these : 
''If these men are confined to the sugar plan­
tations we clo not care how many of them come." 
He asked the hon. gentleman whether he in his 
peregrinations always told the same story that 
he told in Brisbane~ He did not think he did. 
His hon. friend the Premier showed that the 
hon. gentleman had made his statements when 
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he was in the North to suit the North, and, in 
fact, that he had been all things to all men. 

Mr. GlUFFITH: He did not. 
The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he had 

stated over and over again that any sugar-planter 
could bring Cingalese or expirees from Mauritius, 
and they could not stop them. He said that if 
he was a rich sugar-planter and were inclined to 
bring the men here, he could h:we 500 of them in 
less than six months. He knew there were 
planters in this colony waiting upon the action 
of the Government-whether they would employ 
these men brought in under the regulations they 
wished to have imposed, or whether they should 
be compelled to take the step he said they could 
take. He knew one very wealthy company upon 
the Herbert River prepared to take that step; 
and with that knowledge in his possession and in 
the possession of the Government they had acted 
as they had clone. He hoped the result would be 
that the Indian Government would permit their 
men to come here under the strictest regulations 
which could be imposed for sending them back 
again. If that were done the people of the colony 
would suffer nothing from these men coming 
here; on the other hand, they would gain. The 
land that had been taken up for sugar cultivation 
in the north of (;\ueensland on the ,J ohnstone 
River at Cairns, and other places north of that, 
had not all been taken up for speculation. 
There would be thousands of acres of land in 
that place having sugar-cane upon them in le&> 
than three years. Very extensive preparations 
were being made at the present moment on the 
Herbert Hiver. \Vhen he was there four months 
ag·o he saw sugar-n1ills going up, 1nore than one 
having a capacity of more than 2,000 tons a year. 
With those facts staring them in the face, and 
the knowledge they possessed, they would lmve 
been unworthy of their position had they not 
taken the steps they had to protect the people 

the colony from undue competition with those 
men when they came, as they would come. He 
hoped he had made the matter clear to every 
member of the House. He did not think it was 
a kind of labour that was desirable, and he had 
never employed a kanaka, or coolie, or Chinaman, 
although he could employ them by the dozen if 
he chose to do so. No rnem ber of the Govern­
ment employed coolies or kanakas, and never had 
done so. 

HoNO\:RABLE JlilE~IBERS on the Opposition 
Benches: Oh ! oh ! 

The MINISTER l?OR WORKS said he 
challenged the hon. members who cried "Oh ! 
oh ! " to find the slightest scintilla of proof that 
any member of the present Government ever 
employed coolies or kanakas. It was a bold 
statement to make, but it was a true one, and it 
was one which he made at Herberton, when a 
gentleman at a meeting he addressed got up and 
declared that Mr. Mcllwraith employed kanakas 
and coolies upon his stations. He made the same 
declaration then that he made now, tlutt the 
Government did not employ one, and no mem­
ber of the Government ever did, and they should 
protect white men from them when they did 
come. 

Mr. MILES was understood to say that during 
the debate no member on his side of the House 
had ever 1nade such a serious accusation against 
any hon. member opposite as had been made by 
the Minister for ·works against the leader of the 
Opposition-that he would allow coolies to be 
admitted under some circumstances. The leader 
of the Opposition had never admitted in his (Jiiir. 
Miles') presence that he would allow coolies to 
be admitted into the colony ; of that he was per­
fectly sure. Hon. members must be aware that 
during that hon. gentleman's Northern tour there 
was not a single town that he visited where he 

was not entertained; and he was perfectly wet 
satisfied that no gentleman could have got 2 

more cordial reception than the leader of the 
Opposition got at the Northern towns. ·when 
the hon. the Premier was on his Northern trip, 
and was barHJuetted at Charters Towers, the 
Divisional Board had to pay the cost from their 
funds ; but in the case of the leader of the Op­
position people always volunteered to pay the 
expense. \Vith reference to the statement made 
by the hon. member for Enoggera (Mr. Hut­
ledge), a few evenings ago, in connection with 
the Queensland Land Mortg-age and Investment 
Society, he admitted that the hon. member had 
made a mistake. The shareholders of that com­
pany were chiefly :English, whilst the directors 
of it were also the directors of the Queensland 
National Bank. That was, no doubt, a very 
great convenience to the bank, as whenever they 
had any rotten securities thev could hand them 
over to the Loan Company. He mentioned that 
because the statement made by the hon. member 
might cause some uneasiness to the country, and 
might lead people to think that the fund, of the 
colony were likely to come to grief. He believed 
the hon. member for Enoggera would admit that 
Ire lmd made a mistake. He (Mr. Miles) had 
heard a great n1any expressions of opinion fron1 
hon. members opposite congratulating the 
Government upon the prosperity of the colony, 
and giving them credit for doing their best; but 
the hon. member for South Brisbane had shown 
that the :Ministry were mostly away enjoy­
ing themselves during the recess. There had 
been a gTeat deal said about the Commissioner 
for Rail ways, and he felt proud of the explana­
tion that had been made by the Minister for 
vVorks in connection with Jliir. Herbort, as he 
knew, from Iris experience of that gentleman, 
that whatever instructions · he received he 
carriecl them out to the best of his ability ; 
but so many extensions had been opened 
that there was more work than the Com­
missioner could do properly, and therefore 
there ought to be a traffic manager Rppointe<l. 
There was another point to which he would 
briefly allude, and that WiLS the calling Parlia­
ment together at so late a period of the yectr. The 
financial year closed on the 30th ,June ; it was 
now July, and they would shortly be called upon 
to pass a vote on account. It was unconstitu­
timHtl to call Parliament together HO late yoor 
after year. Unless he was mistaken, the Gov­
ernment were now paying money without the 
authority of the House, as the money voted for 
inunigration 1nust have been exhausted smne 
time ago. But the present Government were not 
very particular to abide by the law; they did as 
they thought proper. The Appro]Jriation Bill 
was last year introduced in an unconstitutional 
way, although the House bowed to the decision of 
the Speaker, who ruled that it was in order. A 
n1enwrandun1, however, was sent to the Governor 
by the leader of the Opposition, but nothing 
more was heard of it. He believed the Governor 
prevailed upon his hon. friend not to insist upon 
sending the memorandum home. He referred to 
that matter to show the propensity of the 
Government to override the law. 'l'here waR 
another matter which did not redound to the 
credit of the Government. Some years ago the 
House voted a sum of money on the Loan Esti­
mates for public building-;; in his electorate, one 
of which was a ]JOSt and telegraph office at All ora. 
The late member, Mr. Kates, and himself fre­
quently urged the Government to construct the 
building-, but they persistently refused. All con­
stituencies represented by Opposition members 
were terrorised over because they would not 
humbly follow the Government. \-Vas that to 
be commended? And yet they were told by 
hon. members on the other side that it was the 
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best Government the colony had ever had. The 
effortR of the Government were to make all the 
constituencies servile. His constituents, how· 
ever, did not complain; they were prep:1red to 
suffer and wait until justice was done them ; but 
the facts would be remembered. On the resigrm­
tion of Jl.fr. Kates that constituency returned '" 
gentleman who sat on the Government side, but 
who when he came forward was an indepen­
dent candidate. However, that hon. gentle­
man had not only succeeded in getting the post 
and telegraph office at Allora, hut he had suc­
ceeded also in getting the vVarwick Hospital con­
structed, for which the money was voted t1t the 
same time. W t1S the change to he accounted for 
by the fact that the hrm. member (:VIr. Allan) 
had bound himself neck-and-heels to the service 
of the Government? Anyhow, he had succeeded, 
t1nd the works had been done. If that was fair 
treatment he could not understt1nd it. 'l'he 
l\!Iinister for vVorks had accused the leader of 
the Opposition of changing front, but so had the 
Government. If the i·eports of the Pres,; could 
be relied upon, when the Premier was at Towns­
ville he condemned that breakwater as a wa,te 
of public money, and announced that not another 
sixpence would be spent upon it, and yet tenders 
ht1d been called for its completion. 

The PREMIER: I never rrmde such t1 state­
ment, nor was it ever reported tht1t I did. 

Mr. MILES said he was prepared to accept the 
denial, but he had read it somewhere. 'With 
regard to the proposed railway fro:n Rockhamp­
ton, he would point out that the thing would be 
illegal. The Government had, according to the 
correspondence, informed the company that the 
Bill in connection with it must be a private Bill, 
but that it would receive the support of the 
Government when introduced. He thought that 
the Hailway Preliminary Act provised that it 
should be the duty of the Secrebry for Public 
vVorks to get such a Bill t1s tht1t prepared, t1nd that 
it should be brought in by the Government. He 
was under tht1t impression; but perhaps it had 
escaped the knowledge of the Government, or, as 
usual, they set the law at defiance. There had 
been a gret1t deal said about this mail service, 
t1nd they had also heard a great deal about the 
hulloobuloo between the Government and the 
London Post Office. In fact, it would appear from 
the leading t1rticle in the Courier that morning, 
tht1t it would very likely lead to the colony cutting 
the painter, because the Liberal Government in 
England did not pay proper attention to our Gov­
ermnent here. He hoped such a small t1ffair would 
not have such a serious result. It would be t1 very 
serious thing indeed if they had to pack the Gov­
ernor off and send him about his business. It 
was no doubt a very great hardship that people, 
and especially those engaged in business, who 
wished to get their letters out by the quickest 
rout.e, should be hrmdicappecl in the waytheywere 
by extra postage, while at the same time they had 
to pay an enormous subsidy to this mail service. 
The mail by the "Orient" steamer, which came 
in on Saturday last, was delivered from London in 
thirty-six days, while the Torres Straits mail, 
which was delivered yesterday, took fifty-six 
days. One gentleman told him that he had had 
to pay 5s. lOd. on one letter. He (Mr. ::\Iiles) 
believed that was quite illegal-that the Post 
Office here had no right to charge the t1cldi­
tional postage. 'The postage was advertised 
at a certain rate, and when letters mtme 
here, what did they find? That this Gov­
ernment that was conducting the business of 
the country in such an admirable manner, arbi­
trarily and illegally imposed additional post­
age. He was free to confess that the Torres 
Straits Service was beneficial to the North, and 
t1greed that every facility should be given to 

the X orth in that roc<pect, but at the st1me time 
it was a great hardship that the public generally 
shonl<ll>e handicapped with a subsidy of £55,000 
a year for a Her vice which \V::tK of uo earthly u~e 
to them. It was just l"hsible, however, tht1t it 
might become a <)nicker ~;ervice. He believecl 
that under the contract entered into with the 
British-Inclia C'mnpany, they were exempted 
from penalties for the flrst twelve months, and 
he presumed tlmt if they were behind time now 
th<tt thr1t term had expiretl the penalty would 
be ext1cted. \Yhether the Government would do 
it or not was, of conr::-;o, uncertain. With refer­
e~lCe to the Transcontinental scheme, he thought 
it wal? a farce to think of carrying it out, and 
that in justice to the s~·nclicate, who were iu­
duced to come here at such large cost to ex­
amine the country, they ~;hould be told at 
once that the thing could not be entertt1ined. 
As to the correspondence with the syndicate 
with which :!Hr. Gresley Lnkin was connected, 
there had been so much huxtering that they 
were actually bringing the colony into de· 
gradation by these infernal transcontinental 
Hchemes. If hon. members would read the 
correspondence they would think as he did. The 
cmnpany n1ade conce"::J~ion after concession to 
meet the views of the (iovernment, and they 
were always met with a dem<tnd for some further 
modifict1tion, and at last they were thrown over 
altogether. There was one letter he should read ; 
it was dt1ted Melbourne, 25th February, 1882, 
t1nd was addressed by J'llr. Collier to the Colonial 
Secr<?tary :-

" Sir,-I have the hononr to inform you, on behalf oL 
the members of the Australian Railway Syndicate, that 
we have peruse(\ your letter of the 14th instant, ad­
dressed to Jlr. Gn"ftey Ijnldn. our representative in 
Queenslantl, in which, whilst l"eplying 1Jy direetion to 
that gentleman's letters of the 18th ultimo and 11th 
instant rcspectiYely, on t1w snbjec·t of our vroposals tu 
construct the \Varrego Ila.ilway, you state 'that, the 
Premier having yesterday snlJinitted the proposal for 
the consideration of tlw Cabinet, it was decided by 
:Ministers that the offer vvas not such as conld be ae­
Cf';pted as the ba::;is of a lJrovisional agreement under 
this Act.' 

"I have to protest in the most emphatic mnnner 
against the character of thi~ rc·ply. Our original pro­
pos~tl.s were submitted to the Government more than 
eight months ago, and. after prolonged discussion with the 
Premier, were printed by the Government l)rinter in an 
amended form to suit the Premier·s vie,vs, and were fully 
and formallY considered in Cabinet so far back as the 
15th June last. rl'llC later prOllOSals, which are those 
nmv under consideration. were lJlaeed in the l)remier's 
hands on the 3rd October last. and WtJre framed after 
frequent anrl exhaustive deliberation between the 
Premier and the n.•presentativcs of the company, in a 
form so modified ns to meet. in all essential points 
except that of area per mile, what 'verc repre'3ented to be 
the views of the Premier and his colleagues g-enerally. In 
subsequent interviews with the Premier our repre­
s*.:mtatives were led by thnt gentleman to believe that 
the proposals, e'\cept possibly so far as the area asked 
for was concerned, would not fail to meet \Vith the 
approval of the Government. In these circumstances, 
the cnrt intimation that onr offer is 'not such ns 
could be accr~pted as the hasis of a llrovisional ngree­
ment under the Act,' is entirely without justification. 

" I respectfully submit tlmt we should be informed in 
\vhat essentials our proposals are objected to: whether 
the area asked is considered cxces:l!.ive; or whether any, 
awl which, of the various provisions and conditions 
informally agreed UllOU between the Premier and the 
company, after so many monthi of carefnl deliberntion, 
have not met the approval of the Cabinet. In con­
clnsion, I C'laim for the company that it is entitled to 
special consideration; and resvcctfnlly submit that, by 
adhering to the terms of your letter, the Govenznw,zl 
111oulrl Ue tN:atin{J the co,npany in a manneJ' 1.1t/erly 
devoid of both equity and justice.'' 

The company ht1d suffered grievously by the 
action of the Government, who were constantly 
requiring some t1mendment of the proposals 
whilst they kept the Transcontinental scheme 
dangling before the promoters. He hoped this 
would be a lesson to t1ll other companies to have 
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nothing· to do with the,;e transcontinental rail­
ways. At all events, if they came before the 
House they would have his opposition. \Vith 
regard to the coolies, the l'iliuister for 
Works tried to lm1d hou. members to beJie,·e 
th":t he desire<[ to. protect the coloured popu­
latwn by regubtwns. It appeared that 40 
per cent. of women were required to be 
brought with the coolies, and a umnber of the 
men were obliged to return. In that ca~e, waH 
the country to keep the women and chilclreu 
who re1nainecl? If so, he ho1 )ed sorne lJrovJt .. ;ion 
would be iuserted in the Bill to tax employers 
for the purpose. Surely the l\Iiuister for \Vorks 
was not going t~l saddle the working pop11lation 
of _the colony w1th ~h~ expense of keeping those 
clulclren. The l'ilnuster for ·works had the 
a_uclacity to tell hon. members that it was impos­
sible to keep the coolies out ; but it woul<l be 
nothing short of a Iniracle if the hon. gentle1nan 
were able to carry out the regulations that had 
been suggested. 

Mr. GARRICK said he had not intended to 
say a single word, but the speech just delivered 
by the l'ilinister for \Vnrks "''" sufficient to 
galvanise <.tnyone into n1akiug a few rernarkH in 
answer. He had constantly had to comphtin of 
wl:a~ he must term the disingenuonsnes' of the 
:Vflmster for \Vorl", and he could only account 
for the c.ontinual appearance of that disingeuu­
ousne~s 111 so 1nany of h1s speecheH lly sup}Josintr 
that the positions occupied by the hon. gentlema~ 
at different time,; duriug his political career ren­
dered it necessary; the h<lll. gentleman had been 
fiO very inconsistent that an in1n1en:.;e amount of 
cli::dngenuouRness wnR necessary to account for his 
position at various times. If the hon. gentle­
Inan should ever becmne so distinguished as to 
have his biography written, the work would be 
read by him with a great deal of pleasure. 
\Vho that ha<l been acquainted with the htm. 
gentleman's hi,;tory could forget the tribune of 
the North-the great miner of the North who 
was 1~nable to pass a sturup without jlnnping 
upon rt to harangue the peO}Jle about the wronu:-; 
of Ini·ners? X ow hon. lnmubers found hi~u 
reconciling himself to coolie labour, and to account 
for occupying such an inconsir;tent }Josition the 
hon. gentleman had need to be disingenuou:;;, as 
he had been to-night. }~very lwn. member 
must have remarked how the hon. gentleman, 
turning roun? and surveying hi~ colle~tgueR 
apparently w1th great pride, a"ked who could 
point to one of them "'" being an employer of 
kanakas. The inference which the hon. ,;entle­
man evidently meant to conYey to the c~uutry 
was-" Do you think that I, john l'i1acrossari, 
who kn~w you so \veil long ago, ,vonld 
for an mstaut be a colleague of any man 
who was an employer of kanaka labour?" Had 
the hon. gentleman now forgotten that for three 
y~ars one of the chiefs of his party-a colleague 
w1th whom the hon. gentleman, apparently, 
worked in great harmony-certainly cli<l employ 
kanaka labour? He referred to Sir Arthur 
Palrner. The hon. gentleman certainly sat on 
the same bench with that colleague, and as far as 
the country was concerned he never remonstrated 
with that colleague on his action in employing 
kanaka labour. Now the hon. gentleman would 
have the country infer that he could not bet~r the 
unclean thing near him. He had got to account 
for the position which, chameleon-like, he occu­
pied-the creature declared to be black was at 
last produced, 

"And, lo ~ 'twas white." 

The hon. gentleman said the reason why he dicl 
not object to the scheme for the importation of 
coolie labour was that the planters could, inde­
pendently of any Act, inundate the colony with 
black labour from Ceylon, Mauritius, or Natal. 

'!'he hon. gentleman said he saw that this could 
be clone, aud the House could not help it. The 
inference left for the country to draw was that 
in order to stop the po,;sible inundation the 
House was gojng to vn,s::; regulations; but the 
regnbtions had uothiug to do with it at all. Let 
the htm. gentleman pass any regulation he might 
chno,;e, the planters would still be able to bring 
labourers from Ceylon, and also those who had 
served their time in Mauritius or N att~l. The 
artfulness of the Minister for \Yorks was appa­
rent, and he hoped the country would see that the 
proposed regulations had nothing at all to do 
with the difficulties that the hon. gentleman said 
\\rould arise if the regulations were not passed. 
The hon. gentleman said that he could not pre­
vent them. About that there was a difficulty, 
but he did not thiuk that it was an insuperable 
one. If the hon. gentleman \l"as in earnest, aJHl 
if the Government were in earnest~-if they had 
really feared the inuudation of the colony by 
hordes of these people, would an idle and 
worthh:><s regulation like this have been passed 
with a Yiew to frustrate it ? vVonld not the 
,John l\lacrossan of old have gone even in the 
teilth of the Imperial Government, and though 
they refused him once, htl\·e knocked at the 
door again and again until it wa:-; opened 
to them ~ At that time it was thought that 
there was an insuperable difficulty to the 
coming of the Chinese frmn _Hongkong and 
other places in China. Constitutionally there 
was the same difficulty in bringing those people 
to the colony as there \vas now in bringing 
persons from Cey Ion. But let them fight the 
matter out, and not attempt to put it aside by 
any idle pretence of this kind. Let them meet 
the difficulty alH! pass a Bill, and if it wa.s 
refused assent, let the Minister do as he did 
before-as the States were now doing· with 
respect to the Cbinese-present the Bill again 
an<l again, aml then, no doubt, the final result 
would be that they would get what they wanted. 
He (:VIr. Garrick) had not intended to make a 
speech that evening, but he really could not, as 
a representative of the constituency he repre­
sented, allow the h<m. Secretary for \Vorks' 
speech to go to the country without this explana­
tion. 

The ::\11::\ISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. P. 
Perkins) said that it was sometimes very fortu­
nate to he without a political character, and he 
believed the hon. gentleman who had just sat 
clown occupied that fortunate position. He 
would not say anything about that hon. gentle­
n1an, however, except that in the late G-overn~ 
1nent, of which he \\ras a mmnber, it was noto~ 
rious that he was known as the idle and lazy 
member, aml he could certainly say himself from 
actual experience that the hon. gentleman did 
not leave many marks behind him in the depart­
ment of which he was the head, and in which he 
(Mr. Perkins) succeeded him. He would not 
allude to his pl'i vate character-~ 

Mr. GARRICK: You will leave your tracks 
there, no doubt. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS ~aid that he 
would leave hi.s footprints behind. As the 
hour was so late, and as so much had been 
::;aid on the previou8 evening-as nothing in 
the Government programme had been assailed, 
or, at any rate, had not been admitted to be 
necessary for the benefit and welfare of the 
colony-he would only occupy the House fnr a 
few minutes. \Vith regard to the remarks of the 
hon. member for l'iforeton on his hon. colleague, 
he would say that, from the remarks the hon. 
gentleman had made that night, he could say there 
was no change \vhatever in hi:-:~ opinions now and 
what they were years ago. He now came to the 
hon. member for the Logan, who had been 



Address in Reply. [6 JULY.] .Address in Reply. 75 

pleased to introduce him and to talk about his 
mode of dealing with the public lands. The 
reason he (Mr. Perkins) spoke of the matter was 
that, if you gave a lie a start for twenty-four 
hours it took you a considerable time to 
catch it. If the hon. member had wanted to 
play into his hands to show that he was 
careful and vigilant in the public interest 
he could not have done better than quote 
that letter from Goondiwindi. The writer 
of that letter was a JYir. V aughan J enkius. 
Although that gentleman had pretended to have 
some transactions with him, he had had none in 
his life, nor had he made any bargain with him. 
He (Mr. Perkins) had made some arrangements 
with Dr. J enkins, the proprietor of the estate of 
which the other Mr. Jenkins sometimes repre­
sented himself n.s the proprietor-though he was 
not so-which the Doctor would have carried 
out hut for the unauthorised inteference of his 
overseer, JYir. Vaughan Jenkins. The Doctor 
had promised to buy a large block of land, 
good or bad. as it was, and n.t the same time 
he (Mr. Perkins) reserved the right to make 
reserves for water for travelling sheep. Then 
there was some complaint, and he introduced 
into the sale a condition that if they failed to get 
the upset price, the sale was to be stopped. 
He had his suspicions, and gave instructions 
to the auctioneer, keeping it secret till the 
morning of the sale. Dr. Jenkins was not pre­
sent at the sale. Had he been so he (Mr. Perkins) 
believed that the arrangements would have been 
carried out. But Mr. V aughan J enkins was there 
acting for him, and, to his surprise, when he failed 
to bid the upset price the sale was stopped. The 
consequence was that whatever scheme he had 
was frustrated altogether. The Doctor had one 
idea and he had another. His (Mr. Perkins') 
idea was that he was to take all the land, good 
and bad, for the sake of getting it at 10s. an acre. 
His idea was to buy what he chose, and to leave 
the rest. The transaction would bear inquiring 
into, and was approved by both the members for 
the district, Mr. Jacob Low and Mr. de Poix­
Tyrel, who justified him in his action, and said 
that he had done the right thing. He had not 
seen the land, but the Under Secretary, Mr. 
Tully, thought that if the land was purchased 
in the way proposed the State would have 
a very good bargain indeed. Mr. V aughan 
J enkins had made a proposal to him to exchange 
certain land, to which he had not consented. 
He did not consent to this arrangement. He 
discussed the matter with a deputation that 
waited on him, and they were most profuse in 
returning thanks. When he did not consent, 
this gentleman managed to get up public meet­
ings on the matter. He might mention, also, that 
this same gentleman had been instrumental in 
getting the Police Magistrate, Mr. Cummings, at 
Goondiwindi dismissed. The letter which he 
desired to read was as follows :-

" Goondiwindi, 19th June, 1882. 

"The Hon. P. Perkins, ~Iinistcr for Lands, Brisbane. 
"HON. SIR,-

" }ly object in writing to you is to explain why my 
name appears on the petition of 1\Ir. Jenkins, asking for 
the Goondiwindi Station to be set aside as a commonage 
tor Goondiwindi. 

I was induced by improper representn.tions to sign the 
petition in question, and I have further to explain that 
more than three-fourths of the other signatures 1vere 
received owing to my name being previously upon it. I 
am now ot the belief there was no purchase ever in­
tended, but by a petition of this kind it was intended 
that the station should be withdrawn from lease by you 
without any purchase in the matter. 

"I regret now my name being upon it, and trust to 
your honourable sense of justice to secure me against 
nny unnecessary injury it may have been contemplated 
towards me. In no way is the Goondiwindi Run suit­
able for a commonage, which requires no explanation 
trom me. 

"I have under ronsideration the early purchase of my 
pre-emptive, which I intend to have com}Jleted in iL 
short time. 

"I have, &c., 
"A. CO\'E~TRY." 

That was one of the signatures to the petition, 
and he thought that disposed of the matter. He 
now came to another business. The hon. mem­
ber for Ipswich and other hon. members were 
continually cu,lling out, "\Vhy don't you prepare 
for the ilnmigrants ; ho\v il3 it you don't cut 
the sugar lands into small allotments ltnd let the 
people have them?" Now, he maintained that 
there was no country in the world where there 
were greater facilities for getting land than in 
Queensland at the present time. Hehar! before him 
a return of the land selected in the North since 
December last. Out of the whole list there 
were 179 homesteads of 160 acres each ; antl 
as those homesteads were got at 2s. Gd. an acre, 
and the people had five years to pay, they might 
be worth £4 or £5. He thought that was about 
the easiest way of taking up land that could he 
discovered in any British colony at the present 
time. 'fhose who desired to selAct home­
steads had a priority as against conditional 
selectors. Therefore homestead selectors coulcl 
and did pick out the eyes of the country. One­
half the sugar land in the 1'\ orth was treated 
in that way. Having the priority of right, it was 
only reasonable that they should take up 160 
acres of the best land ; they were not likely 
to take up the worst. He was instrumental 
in increasing the quantity from 80 to 160 acres, 
and he should like to know what more could be 
done? He believed that if the Government were 
to get a plough and turn up the land some people 
would still be dissatisfied. Then, with regard to 
what the hon. member for \Vide J~ay had said 
about farming. He (Mr. Perkins) had a picture 
of the hon. member's farming-he was sorry the 
hon. member was not in the House-and it was 
like the farming of a good many more on that 
side of the House. He had the picture from a 
reliable source-a railway contractor, and a friend 
who was incapable of saying what was not 
true. He told him that he saw the hon. 
member for \Vide Bay in the fork of a wooden 
plough-one of a primitive description, such 
as was used by the J\Iaories before Euro­
peans got amongst them. He had a horse that 
was blind in one eye; on one side there was a 
sugaun, and on the other side a hit of hay­
lashing for traces, and the trace on one side was 
about three inches shorter than on the other. 
The hon. member in the fork of the plough, and 
with that poor skeleton of a horse, would go 
along for about five feet, then would take a jump 
of a few feet and again penetrate the surface to 
about the depth of an inch and turn over the 
weeds. He did that for a few days, and then 
he went and held meetings for the purpose of 
rousing up the people. That was a fair picture 
of the hon. member's farmin". And he might 
say of the hon. member for Logan that he also 
took care not to stop at home. The hon. member 
was a selector, hut what nse did he make of 
his selection? None ; he had too much sense. 
He went about agitating and holding 1neetings, 
which he fonnd more pleasant. He went about 
the country swearing-in Good Templars, using 
that as a cloak for the purpose of electioneering. 
That was the way he farmed. Both those hon. 
members ought to he good practical men by this 
time. He would not have mentioned those facts 
were it not that they were continually hearing 
about what ought to be done for the poor farmer. 
He thought the poor farmer was best left alone, 
for he was surfeited with sympathy. He (Mr. 
Perkins) did something for the farmer that was 
practical : He put his hand in his pocket, and 
he did not think any hon. gentleman on the other 
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side of the House could say the same. He had 
now a word to sav ftbout the hon. the leader of 
the Opposition. 'Tk1t hon. gentleman w<ts good 
euough the other evening to turn off the track 
as followd-

" }fr. Gu.tn'ITH sa ill he should like to hear what the 
hon. gentlelllan wllo had just nt tcrcd 'IIrar, hl'Hr' would 
ha Ye said on the matter if he hall hcen on the Oppo.:-~itiou 
sicle of the House. ".llY, there wm.; no one who wonlrl 
have donomwcd it more' violentl~r. rnw hon. gentleman 
US{'d to be tlw ehampion of white labour--

,, rl'llC 3IIN1S'n;R .t'Oll LAX DS: Ho he is now. 
":M:r. CliuFFrrn said the lion. gentleman nsetl to bl' 

the challl}Jion of Europe:m settlement and tlw champion 
of far1ning settlement; but he had apparently hec·ome 
the champion of large monopolists, tlw champion of 
coolie labour, aud the chmnpion of enormon~ estatE":h. 
'nm t a difference a. change from one side of the House 
to the other sometimes made." 

He could only say that there had been no change 
in him. \Vhen he sat on the other side with the 
hon. gentleman he had not discovered what he 
was ; and it took hin1 ~mrne time, being new to 
politics, to find out what were the aims and inten­
tions of the hon. member. He would invite the 
attention of the hon. gentlemen who had lately 
been elected to what he was now about to say: 
Suppose smne new rnmnbers cmne to the Hou::;e 
who were in doubt as to which side thev 
would take, or were even perfectly neutral in 
the matter, if they had only watched the con­
duct and li:stened to the sentiments expressed 
during the past two or three nights, all doubt 
would be removed <~s to their future line of 
policy. So it "·as with him (Mr. Perkins). If 
he had to sit on the opposite side of the House, 
and associate with some individuals who held the 
opinions expressed on that side, \vearing the veil 
of hypocrir;y-preaching one thing and ~wting 
another-if he had to do that, he would walk 
out of that House and take to some other occu­
pation. A gentleman in the position of the 
leader of the Opposition W<~s supposed to be 
accurate in his remarks, and should not 0arelessly 
make statements about him (Mr. Perkins) with­
out any foundation. He could stand there 
and say that he had not changed ; it was 
the hon. gentleman who had chftnged, if there 
had been a change. During his business re­
lations he had had plenty to do with white 
men, <tnd nothing to do with black men ; and 
to the white man he had shown his sympftthy 
in a substantial way. Could the leader of the 
Opposition say ftS much uf himself? If they 
were to believe the hon. member's compeers at 
the Bar, he was very careful of what he had, <tnd 
very covetous and greedy to get more. The hon. 
mernber's remarks about bis encouraging the 
monopoly of large estates reminded him of what 
he heard at Townsville about the hon. member 
being so anxious to secure large est<ttes. He 
(Mr. Griffith) had not told the House ftbout his 
paddock, or the circumstances under which it 
was purchased, which were, he uclieved, very 
shady ; nor about his laud at the Herhert 
River, nor about his partnership with Mr. Sachs. 
All those things required to be explained before 
the h<m. member could make charges against 
him, though he did not feel them in any way. 
But the mask should be torn from his face, and 
he should not be allowed to pretend to be a friend 
to humanity when his friendship was only skin 
deep. The hon. member should give some sub­
stftntial proof of his friendship or sympathy. He 
(Mr. Pe1·kins) failed to disc<Jver any inclination 
to do so on the part of the hon. member, who 
should be more careful in his remarks about 
others. As a member of the Bar and leader of 
the Opposition he could afford to scoff and 
pretend to treat with scorn other persons ; 
but he did not intend to let the hon. mem­
ber run riot and make remarks, and then 
run away and turn round to some other 

subject. He was afraid the hon. member was 
inclined, like the hon. member for Enoggera, to 
he loose in his remarks, and thftt his object was 
to get them into print iu the hope that they 
would be believed by a number of the people 
out~;ide; but he (Mr. Pm·kins) intended on every 
occa~;ion when any false allusion was mftde 
to him by the hon. member to deny it, even 
though, as on the present occasion, he should 
trespass on the ]Jtttience of the House at that 
late hour. A good de<tl had been said on 
the other side that might have been left 
uns<tid, though he was pleased with the general 
tone of the debate. He must congratulate the 
House on its <tcce.'"ion of debating power; :md 
he was sure that, with a little experience, those 
h<m. members, the mover and the seconder 
of the Address in Reply-the member for 
Mitchell and the member for Darling Downs­
would improve in debate and probably help to 
prevent some of tho,,e scenes that had previously 
occurred in that Chmnber. 

Question put and pftssed. 
The PREMIER moved that the House meet 

at 3 o'clock on Tuesday, and proceed to Govern­
ment House <tt half-pftst 3 o'clock to present to 
His Excellency the Address in Heply to the 
Opening Speech. 

Question put and passed. 

The House adjourned ftt ten minutes to 12 
o'clock. 




