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Formal Motions. ! ASSEMBLY.] Address in Repl;y. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
1Vednesday, 5 July, 1882. 

Questions. - Formal lUotions. - Address in Reply -
resumption of clehate.-I<:xplanation.-.Joint Com­
mittees. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-pa•t 
3 o'clock. 

QUESTIOKS. 
Mr. H. P AL::\1ER, without notice, asked the 

Minister for \Vorks-
Is thete any intention on the part of the Government 

to grant a IJease of the Bnrrnm l~ailway Line to the Bur­
rum Coal 0om}mny, or any other company~ 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Mr. Mac-
rossan)­

Xo. 

Mr. MILES asked the Minister for W arks­
Is it the intention of the Government to call for 

Tenders for the Construction of the First Scctwn of the 
lra.rwick and Killarney ltailway ?-and if so, when: 

The MINISTER FOR WOllKS-
Yes; and Tenders will be called as soon as the work­

ing plans are ready. 

l\Ir. GROOM asked the Attorney-General­
Whether any Reports ba.ve been supplied to him by 

tl1e Registrar of the Supreme Court relative to lteturnS 
to be fnrnished by l~riendly Societiefl under the pro~ 
visions of the l~riendly Societies Act of 1876 ?-If soJ will 
he lay such returns upon the talJle of the House? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Mr. Pope 
Cooper) : The answer is " No." 

FORMAL MOTIONS. 
On the motion of the PREMIER (:!Y.Ir. 

Mcllwraith), the following resolutiom, relating 
to Sessional Orders, were agreed to :-

That, unless otherwise orU.ored, the House will meet for 
Despatch of Business at :1 o'clock p.m. on 'l'ncsday, \Yed­
nesday-, and Thursday, nnd at 10 o'clock a.m. on Friday, 
in each week ; the sitting on the last-named day to ter­
minate at 1 p.m. 

'fhat on Tuesday and \rcdnesday in ca<:h week Govern­
ment business take precedence of all other business. 

'!'hat Standing Order ?\o. 8, relative to business under 
discussion, and business not disposed of at time of any 
adjournment of the House for want of a quorum, be 
suspended, so far as it relates to Xotices of :\fotion, 
with a view to giving effect., nntil otherwise ordered, to 
the following recommendation of the Standing Orders 
Committee, adopted by the House on the 22nd Decem-

her, 18i0. viz. :-u Thnt Remanet fiiotion~. instead of 
being placed at the 1Jottom of the l\'otice Paper for the 
tollowing sitting day, shall, with the motions for that 
day, take precedence in the order of the dates for whieh 
they were first given; but that they shall not be llCl'­
mitted to displa<'C motions originally given for the day 
to ·which !'Ueh Remanet :\lotion::; go over." 

'l'hat iL be an Order of the House during the present 
Session that on each 1\'ednesday, 'vhen the House iR 
sitting, the Clerk shall read out the titles of alll\lotion~ 
for returns agreed to previously by the House and not 
yet furnished. 

'l'hat .it be an Order of the House during the present 
session-

1. rrhat every l\iotion, or Orller of the Dav for the 
third reading of a Bill, to which (on the que.'Y'tion bei1111 
pulfiYJm the Clwil·, "1Vlleflu-'l' tlle,·e i8 a1ll/ ol~jpcfio,l lu 
its beinrJ a 'formal' .Jiofioa, o.· Ot'r.le1' q( the Dull'') 
no objection ~hall he taken, shall he deemed to he a 
';formal., :\lotion, or Order of the Dav. 

2. 'l'hat, before tlle ordinary lmsiness of car.h da\' 
shall be entcrcll npon, the t:ipCaker shall eall over tlif! 
various Xotices of )lotion, and the Orders of the Day 
for third reading of Jlills; and, on any :mch ·uotion 01· 
Order hcingo called, it shall be eomlJCtcnt for the 
}Imnber othe:l'wise eutilleri to move it. to h''LYe the abonJ 
<!llEl;.t.ion 1mt with reference thereto; and such'' formal" 
:\lotions or Orders of the Day shall be disposed of in the 
relative or<ler in 'vhieh they stand on the Bnsinc~s 
Paper, taking precedence of all the other :\lotions and 
Order~ of the Day. 

a. 'l'hat no debate shall be allo,ved on any s1wh 
'· fonnal" )lotions or Orders of the Day, or upon the 
further proceedings follmving the reading of sur h 
Orders; bnt the House may proceed to ctivi::;ion there­
upon, without amendment or debate, as in the case 
of the motion for the first reading of a Bill. 

4. rnmt in couse<ruence of auv such "formal" Orders 
of the Day having been diS}lOSe~d of as aforesaid, it shall 
not be held that the House has proceeded to the Orders 
of the Day upon the Bu:5iuess Paper, so as to exclude 
thereafter the asking Of Q.uestiOllS, the presPntation of 
l)etitions, or the reception of Xotif'es of Motion. 

rrhat in compliance with the Standing Order 2GG, n 
Select Committee be apllointed to assist )Ir. Speaker in 
nllmatters which relate to the Printing to be execntcll 
by order of the House, and for the purpose of selecting. 
and arranging for printing, Returns and Paper~ pre­
sented in pursuance of motions 1mtdo by :\Iembei·:-~. 

That such Committee consist of the following· 
}Iembers. viz. :~)-Ir. t;peaker, '11he Chairman of Com­
mittees, :Jir. :JicLean, ::\lr. Kingsfortl, :Jir. IIa1nilton, :Jlr. 
O'Snllivan, anfl:IUr. de Poix-Tvrel. 

rrhat the Stancling Orders Committee for the lH'Csent 
Session consist of the following members, viz. :~:Jrr. 
Speaker, 'l'hc Chairman of Comulittees, :.\Ir. )laedonald­
raterson, 3-Ir. ~m·ton, and the :J!OVCl',~With leave to Rit 
during any adjournment, and authority to confer npon 
subjects of mutual concermncnt 'vith any Committee 
appointed for similar purposes by the Legislative Council. 

On the motion of l\Ir. MILES, it was re­
solved-

That there be laill nvon the table of the IIonsc a 
Itcturn showing-

1. '!'he number of Cattle Trains despa-tched from 
Roma to Brisbane, from the 20th December, 1881, np to 
the 30th June, 1Sb2. 

2. rl'he number of Cattle conveyed by each Train. 
:3. 'l'he amount of Freight receivecl per each Cattle 

rrrain. 
4. 'fhc cost of wages, fuel, aucl return mnpty Cattle 

Trucks per each Train during same period. 

ADDRESS IX HEPL Y -EESUMP'l'ION OV 
DEBATE. 

Ou the Order of the Day for the resumption of 
the debate, on the motion of :!Yir. J<'ergnso11 
-"That the Address in Reply to the Opening 
Speech of His :Excellency the Governor be now 
adopted by the Hmme"-being read by the Clerk, 

Mr. McLEAN said the hon. Colonial Trea­
surer was to be congratulated on the very hapj;y 
mood rmd jaunty air he had assumed :et the heacl 
of the Treasury bench re• on the previous evening. 
He was sure that hon. members on his (:\lr. 
l\IcLean's) side of the House entertained tho 
very highest feelings of respect for the hon. 
member for Blackall, >tnd wm·e gratified to see 
him in his present position; lmt there were one 
or two things in the speech of that gentleman 
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that he (Mr. McLean) considered himself justi­
fied in taking exception to. The hon. gentleman 
said:-

,, It was a difficult matter to make a speech on a 
Qnceu's Sveech, espceially when, as in the llrescut ed~~. 
paragraph lJy paragraph, it l:(eemeLl to be jn~t exactly 
to describe what the country wanted, whilst the 
Opposition had criticised the provosals witll milrl awl 
hatecl breath." 

He (Mr. l\IcLean) denied that what was con­
tained in the queen's iSpeech \nts just what the 
conntry wanted, and he was confident that if 
the ]Jl'esent novernn1ent were to go to the 
country on the Speech that was deliverer! by 
His :Excellency the Governor in the Legislative 
Council Chamber on the previous day, tlwy 
would find to their loss that the progmmme 
they had enunciatecl in that instance was not 
exactly what the country wanted. There was 
mwther remark he would take exception to. 
The hon. gentleman went on to criticise the 
n.ction of the Opposition in opposing every mca­
sm·e that the Government introduced on behalf 
of the selectors, and said:-

"But whenever the present Gon~rnment party had 
attempted to offer rather grcaterindncemcnts to farmers 
they had been blocked by the Opposition memlJert'. 
They had tried cluring several sessions in succession to 
remove the most objectionable provisions of the I1ancl 
Act of 1870 relating to the expenditnre of money on use­
less improvements; but they hacl not been allowed to 
Hnccee<i, simply because the Opposition insisted that they 
knew better hmv the farmer should Fllend his money than 
he knew himself." 

He (l\Ir. l\IcLean) clenied that the "ctinn taken 
by hon. members on the other side of the House 
had ever been in the interests of selection. 'rhcy 
h"clnever hac! the courage themsel ve.s to intro­
duce n.ny measure into that House to assist the 
struggling selectors. Private members had been 
put up by the Government to introduce two Bills 
for the relief of selectors, but he (Mr. McLean) 
denied that the selectors had received any benefit 
from the Government; and he thonght the hon. 
Colonial Treasurer went a little beyond the 
mn.rk in the as.,ertions he made in reference to 
those two measures. He could heartily enter 
into the congratulations of the Government on 
the providential escape of Her Majesty in the 
late attack on her life in the mother-country. 
He could also enter into the general feelings of 
congratubtion on the increased prosperity of the 
cnlony. \Vith reference to the Divisional Boards 
Act-which was the first thing of great impor­
tance mentioned in the Speech-the country were 
prommed an amendment to that Act, and an 
amendment was absolutely necessary. As the 
Premier had said himself, their first attempt at 
legislation in the cause of local self-government 
was very crude. But the present UovernmeDt 
were not entitled to credit for whatever success 
had1wmlted from the p>essing of that Act, tts that 
Bill went through Parlin.ment under misrerJre­
sentations. It would never have passed had it 
not been that the Premier most clistinctly statecl 
that the Government would take control over the 
main roads of the colony. The Government also 
stated that there would be no increased taxation, 
but they knew perfectly well that the 
Divisional Boards -"et brought increased taxa­
tion. He held that that wa.s one of the misre­
presentations under which the Act had been 
passed. The Government had distinctly stated 
that that they would take in hand the construc­
tion and maintenance of the main roads of the 
colony. \Vith reference to the British-India 
Company as an immigration service, he did not 
know that they could congratulate themseh·es 
on its success, as he had seen by telegran1s 
that cmne down from Oooktown, that among 
the passengers by the last mail steamer there 
were three den.ths from sunstroke, and when 
that information reached the mother-country it 

would go yery much against the British-India 
Con1pany as a pa;:;~enger service. r\s a carrying 
service he did not suppose anyone would deny 
that it had Leen snccessful; hut as a postal 
service no one would say that it had been so. 
The hon. gentleman ttt the head of .the Govern­
ment had informed the House last mght that the 
Governrnent harl neYer irnpoHed any fineR in con­
nection with the postal service. He (l\[r. 
l\fcLean) thought the hon. gentleman ha<l better 
think over the Illatter again, aH he conld infur1n 
him that fines had Leen imposed, tend he himself 
had paid them. 

The PilE::\ HER sn.id he did not say so. \Vhat 
he explained was that letttm• po.stecl by th<' 
rrorres Stra.itK route in :London 'vere chargPfi 
2d. deficitmt postage and Gd. fine, bnt the (}o\­
(.l;l'lllllent had refuse(l to enforco it; hut wlu>:rt~ 
Gel. was charged on a letter posted 1·ia Brindi.,i it 
waR enforced. 

::\Ir. 1\IcLEAY said the (~ovm·mnent charg-rd 
the extra. 2d. and Gd. fine. He httd had to ]">ay 
it him,elf. 

The PREMIJUt sairl the bon. member would 
understand the nmtter better if he pnt the 
explan>etion in another way : Here was a letter 
posted according to their printed regulation:-> 
sent by the Queensland Government to the 
hmno n,uthorir,ie:-;. It was addre~sed "per 
Queensland Royal l\lail Steamer," hut the 
J'nglish GoYernment refusecl to send that 
forward per Queensland lloyal 1\Iail Steamer, 
although that steamer might be lying in th" 
docks at the time, but they sent it 'ri" Brimlisi, 
anrt charged 2<1. deficient postage and Gd. fine. 
That deficient postage ttnd fine the Government 
had always refused to pay. 

Mr. 1\IuLEA)[ said he understood that state­
ment; but, at any mte, when a letter was poste<] 
to come out by ·Melbourne, and Gel. postage was 
paicl for it in London, and it was delivered in 
Brisbane, the recipient of that letter had to pay 
Gd. additional postage am! Gel. fine. All papers 
had to l"'Y ld. fine. 

The PH El\UI~R: I do not think they do. 
l\Ir. McLEA)[ said that persons in Queeno­

land were not aware of the action of tlw 
Government in the mother-conntry, and as tlw 
postn,l rate from Qnee1mlancl was 4d. they natn­
rally expected that the postal rate to (ineell''­
lancl was 4d. also. 

The PREJ\IIEH : So it would be Ly tlw 
Qneenslancl 1\Iail Service. 

Mr. McLEA)[ saicl the differential rates of 
poRtage gave riRe to Herions rnir-;ta.keH, and pPople 
in Queensland were not aware of the >ection of 
the Government in the mother-country. \Vith 
reference to the Transcrmtinental Hailway, he 
wondered if the Government hn,d kept the speech 
of their hon. colleagne (the Colonial Treasnrer) 
at llockhn,mpton in the Government scrap-book? 
If hon. members could get a glimpse of that 
scrap-book they would find that it wr1s more of 
an Opposition scrap-Look, or of speeches de­
livered bv Opposition members carefully culled 
and pasted up like arrows in a quiver to use 
when a weak point in the armour of the 
Opposition wn,s discovered. \Vith reference 
to the management of their railways, he 
did not quite agree with the remarks of 
his hon. friencl the member for .Enoggera 
(}lr. Dickson). Instead of their railways !'ass­
in" out of the hands of the Government, the 
G~vernment ought to keep them and appoint 
a commission to wmk them. If the hon. 
Minister for \Vorks could not get his instruc­
tions carried out, he ought to try some other 
pbn instead of going on 'Yith the present system. 
He had no doubt, from what he had heard in that 
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Hon;;e, that som,ething of the kind wonlcl he done. 
He was f.itrong]~r op1Juf-iml to the eon."ltruction of n, 

mihmy from Rockhampton to PIH't Ahm' ],y" 
privatu cOlllJI~U1)r, and he \Ynnld oppo.-..;c any 
pl'tJlH~'"·al of thP kiud ·in toto. Tlle~r lntd t.hA 
experience of J-\_nwrit:a auci othrr plact>:-: before 
them, mH.l they found tlmt the (i oYernment of 
the Fnited Sta.teN were now calling npon a large 
1111111Ler uf syndicnte.·> to hand their ntil wa.y~ 
hack to the ;.)b-:t..te. In \:"ictori:t pri\ate emu­
panieR had conr-;trncted railway;.;, bnt the ( ~ove.rn­
ment had pnrchaRed them, >iwl '"t the JH'<l>ent 
time all the mihvayR in tlmt eolonv were iu the 
h::tnd~ of the <-ioYr~i'nuwnt, nnd he.beli(·•'f(~d that 
wu.~ the ea~e with nto.4 contiuental untion~. 

The PHK\ITEl~: Which of them? 

~\I r. ::vluLEA '!\ "''i'l he conld nnt ;;ingle ont nne 
jn;;t thAn, hut he hAld it meR depaeting from firRt 
priJH'iple~ frn· them tn otf,,r tlwir laud iu tlw 
f-il'Nt in . ..;tft.llCt~ for the jllll'jlll~fl elf' l'OIL"itl'lll'tiiJg 

l·a.ilw;ty~, and then allowi11g· Jll'iY:ttn rcnnpnnies t(J 
run thn:iP ra,ilw:t\'S, Ht~ won1d :-:ay nothillg' 
lilOl'~ Oll that iH.>i1lt at tht:> rn·eRt·nt tilllE'. 
A_nother ]':tra.grn,ph in tht~ Oo\·prnor's Speech 
whieh carried \\·ith it tlw cnndennmtinn of the 
t}tlVE'1'1l1llBllt \\'HH the follcJ\\'ing :---

''rl'lle l)ltl)\it• 1rork:-< O[ 1\li~ <'O]On\• ]JaYe hPt'll YCl'\' 

ltHll'li rt>Utrtlrcl by tlH· P'draon'lillat·y <lud llll]II'Pt·,•tlentt>;l.. 
llcmand. fol' lnlJOill' in C\'<'1'.\' part cJ[ tlic t·oiouy. :\ly 
l;uyermnpnt have lakelt Pxc·eptiomd 1"U~p~ to iJWJ'\::a~n 
innnig!'atioll; awl to ~tql]dy tltc exiRtiug llt!uJaJHI no 
dfort~ uu tlH·il' tmrt will lJ~~ -.:j1arccl."' 

\\'hn:-~P. dnty wa.s it t11 :-iE'l-\ t}w labntll' nutrkl't :-~up­
]'lit~d hnt th:Lt of tht~ (;ovennuent, and for 
evm·al ren,.c;,;nus. Tllf~ ( ;ovm'llH1f'Jlt thmn~el \'f'S 

were larg·e mnployer;-; of la1Hmr. l-Ion. rnenllJer·s 
knew that the con,trnctinn of the railway;; lu1d 
not hnen carried ont with that opecd with.which 
tlu~y ungbt to haVt-\ l1erm. TJu~ :\orthern line in 
particulal' ltnd onlJr been goin~ on at a. Hlutil':-; 
pace, and it was the dnt.v of the U <>l'e.rmnent to 
hnve fore ..... emt to a certain uxtdnt-he did not )-.tt.y 
that thny ennlcl ha 1'0 d<>nn it altngdher- -that 
tlwrP wnnld bA :tn inen-\ased den1a1Hi for laht)\11'. 
He lmew that t]H'Y <:t'rtailll)· conld ll<>t ha1·e 
fKn.;~ihly fm·r":-;een the lH·o:-;perit.v of the present 
ti111e; Lnt they ktww, nR htrge eu1pln) er;-; uf 
labour, that their raihvny cnn~truction 1nnst go 
on, and thev shonl<l ha1·e fore,eH1 that there 
\\'r;nhL have 'been an e\trn den1antl for labour. 
He thoug-ht that the paragraph in the Sp<'eeh 
reft;rring t~~ that polnt cruTied with it the ('on­
dmnnatiuu of the ( ~o\·ennnuut. In regard to the 
Hugm·land>< of the colony, they were told in the 
Sp0eeh that-

"Contidenrc in the future or the eolonv ha~ lllani­
fe~tctl it:-;elf strikingly dnr:ug tltc IJa:O:L yc.ar in tltr iu­
('l'rasetl desire to acquire land in almo~t every distriet. 
J.ancl ::nitahle for :-;ug-ar c·nlthation i.-.: t·agcriy sought 
nft.er. an•l an iunnen::;;c m·en ha:-; lwrn ~clcct.crt for t.lwt 
]ntrpose in the nortl1Cl'llJ!Ol'tion:-; of (JneCllRland. These 
l:md:-: were wit!Jdra\Yll from selection last \'Car. awt 
:tgnin ttcdarcrt open at an wlnmced npset pr.im>., with­
out affcrting ally tliminntiou in the rate of sC'lec·tion." 

Those landR were withdrawn after certain friendR 
of the hon. g·entlemen on the TreaRnry bencheR 
luL<l taken np large block;; of eountr.r in the 
Xorth, o;-;ten;.;ibl.v for increasing their YalnP. A_nd 
then cauw thP withdrawal, and then the land;; 
wcr~: aga.in thro\Vll open. J-[o ·wondered upon 
wlwt principle the Government then fixed tlw 
priee: Un the !We]' pnl>Ji,hecl in connection with 
the sugar lrtnc1R nf the colony there were ,,imply 
lines Llmwn 'traight acl'ORR, :t]l(l the 'tatement 
that snmtl of thnRe bncls were lOR. an acre and that 
others were 20,, an acre. He wondered 1l]J<lll what 
)Jrinciple the Uol'ernment acbxl in the matter, 
and how many reports they had had sent in. He 
would guarantee that not one mile in lOO hac] c1·el· 
been visited by a white man, and yet the :Minis­
ter for LandR simply sat inside his office and drew 
tho.,e lineR, saying that some of the land should 

),., 1 Os. an acre ancl some of itshonlrl he 20c<. For 
that reawn he (evl r. :\IcLcan) hnld that there lutcl 
},ecn no principle nb~erved in the \Va~· the Nng·ar 
l.lnds of tho colon\' hac] been dealt with. 11 '' 
woq]d draw the ,,ttention of the House t•l tL" 
"a,· in which the ]amis of the colony had hePn 
dc,alt with by the preRent Uovemment. Thu 
l-f on~e 1Hu1 been told ho\\r anxiotm the Go verH­
uwnt 'vere to fo.-:ter ,.._ettlenwnt and_ to n~si~t tlw 
Mtrnggling Hett1er ttH far a:-; they pof;;Ribly could. 
Hon. rnernber~ wonld renten1ber that :-:mne. th1w 
ago a, deputation \raited upon the ~'lilli ... t~>r 
for J-'~Lnd.-.; with reference to the Uonnrliwinc l i 
eo11nuona.go, ancl the· way in which the :-;tntt·­
rnent.-; of a. ~[r. ;J en kin.-.; \vm·e t:Lken t>.\C't>p­
tion tLl by the Alini;;tel'. That wnnld 'how 
thtem the 1my in which the land>< of tlw 
eolony wm·e manipnlaterl by th<l preRent ;\I iuj,. 
tur for LmHk "\lr .. fcnkin,; ;;aid in a letter ·· 

"1'llf' lion. the Jlini.o.;ter for T.nnrl:-; wm; al~o plra:-:t•tl 1u 
:--tate tl!at lw lla(l JJer-n ]n·e\·inn~ly nli:.;lctl lJ,\ ml' ill t lw 
;-;ale ot~mlle lanfl . ...;. l han~ only had ouc tran'"-ill'tion ·· 

The· b·an:-:actinn he (\lr. ~\lcLc~u1) was rnft·tTia:--;; 
to-
" with him, so he mn:-:.t l'c-frl' to that. rrhc particular;-; !tl'(~ 
a~ follow~ :-'!'Le }ll'OlJl'ictor of C'allancloon. npnu lll.Y 
~n.~·.~c-~tion. ag-rped to hHY at nuC>tion ~OlllC 2t,OOO ac·r1 ~ 
at lit:->. Tlli....; · w:t~ after 1 he lalHl hn(l heen iu~pcdect !J.\ 
1 he l'nilf'r :-;e<"rf'tary. 1 . ...;npplic<l ronglt plan~ ~!Lmrill~ 
-what l wonlcl hn~·, :tlHl in:.;tnwtions were :u·~~fn'dilJ.ody 
i:-;;.;uell to tile ~Hl'YCrOl'~ to t_•.ttt it llj) ill tO hlork~ or 0 !\) 
aere~. Tlli:-: was tl<mF', tlte sale gazctted. aJHt all IIH• 
lJ!OI'k:-> ~pe<'ilidl. It ·was (li~tiudly ltlltler~too1l bet Wf'(·lJ 
tlw _\liui~tcr amlm\·,,_elf that nil the 1J!O(__'k~. a:-: :-'lU\'P) Pet. 
wpre to be ~uhmittl!d to an('tion, Oll hi~ part; aml. OlJ 
mine, that l wa.s llOt to piek and choose the lw~t 1Jlol'l~:-. 
Ollly, lJ\11 lmy f'Yf'l'ythin.:; that w~ts offered. good, lmd, •·i' 
inditferent, as it r;um~.'' 

Tho::>e were tbe la.ndR n1anivnlrtted, and wh~·, 
he a"'ked, were not the lanclR pnt np ;;o that any 
pel'~on could Nettle dcn,~n on the land, Ntrp i11. 
and say "l want tn lmy snme of that land'"·: 
T'here WftK a. dir:tinct ngremncnt bet\\?CPll tl~~~ 
~\lini,tnr for Land;; all(! i\h .. JenkinR. The b~td 
wa.--; tn lHl cut up in block:-~ of U40 ncreH ::tR :-t st!lt, 
of gni;;e. \Vhy had the~· nut Jmt it np at. lu,. 
a11 acre, a.ud let rtHyone Ntep in and buy~ 1-1 :tt l 
they done so it wonld luwn been all plain 'llld 
clear to the pnhlic. Bnt thiR waR tn thr<>w a 
o-ni;;e '"·er them. The hmd was cnt np, ttnd tht•n 
it wa~ agree<l between the }-liniste.r· for I.allt 1.., 
[llld :\fr. ,JpnkinR, that the former waR to pnt tl<t• 
bncl np, and thn latter to bny np the whole 
qnautit.y. 

The :\II::\TSTEH:FORI.,A::\DS(C>fr. Perk in'): 
nead the \\·hole of it. 

:\h. :\[r·L.EAN said that he waR goin::; to 
read the whole of it. The letter went on to '"Y 

"I attcwlccl the sale fnlly prepared, and "itll f'H'l'.\" 
lntention of f':l.l'l'Ying out the arrangement, lmt to my 
surprise, on the 'Ftnle <'Ol!llneneing, the eornmi~E<iont:•J' 
Htated he had lwen in~truded to withdnnv smne J.:1lltJ 
:L('l'C~ lrom tile sale. only two day~ previously, and aJ:.;o 
was to 11otify that., a~ soon a:; one lot was yasst·tl, tlw 
s:tlc wns to <'ea~e." 
\ Vhy wa;-; the :·mJe to con.:.;o? Smue other pa1 ties 
might hane wanted to bny bnd-pm·haps after 
twenty-fonr lots had beea pa"'ed nve1·. \\hy 
was it then, when they w:cnte,{ t<> buy the twent,·­
fifth lot, that they conlrlaut; \V Icy were instJ·ue­
tionR gi1·eu in that case fell' the rest to ]Je with­
drawn~ 

'l'lw .I'HEC>I1EH: Yon will never nwkP n 
Lnnds MiniRtm·. 

Mr. A'lcLI•;A::\ said he would certainly ""t 
make "Minister after that fct'hion. Jf the I 'n·· 
mier had told hin1 to pnt np bnd in such a wn.1· 
liR that, he wonld have tln·o\\'ll his portfolio aL 
the hnn. geuthm1n,11. Hn ''7 tm1d nen·r do a~ tlH· 
pre,;ent .l\liniRter for Lands had done. lVIr .• Jen· 
kin;;' letter went on "'' fnllowH: ·-

,, 'fo obtain thi~ particular 1,:300 arrcs, I had nr.; .. ;e<l 
the proprietor to lnl.V :-:mnc a,OOO at•rcs. of very infPrinl' 
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country, RO a~ to make a compact bloc'k: ancl as tlw.t, 
with another 1.000 ~wre~ l had agreeU should he reserved, 
wa:.; the only dry country inn large floollcd l)~uldork of 
which 1 \Yas pnrnhasingtwo-third . ..;, 1 could not in justice 
to my employer eontinnc ln1ying the ::;wampy lloo!h~d 
lJlO('k,, adjat~cnt to U1at withrh·awH fl'om sale, and with­
out wliich it was valnelc..,;-;. l !Jonght.some 10.000 at•ref<, 
t~very block as it was put. up, bnt when it came to one 
of the blocks adjoining tho..-:e ·withdrawn I declinctl to 
hid, aucl the sale elosed." 

'fhe:\IINISTERFORLAXDS: Hear, hear! 
::\lr. :McLEA~ : The letter went on to say-
" Xmv, with these nnrlcniahlc faetR a~ a guide, I again 

rrsk which of us had the ri~;ht to sa,y he was mi~letl.~ 
'l'he hon. the )Iinister for Lands broke fa,ith with me. 
I was prepared to earl'.) out the agreement in its entirety 
lmd. he done t1w same. Bnt when the hon. the ::\liui~ter 
r:tilccl to carry out the Iwnonr and integrity of the 
arrangement"-

He "aid he did not know where the honour of the 
n..rrangen1ent catne in-
,, on his Ride, ~urcly there wa~ nothing any longer 
hinding on me, eitlJer morally or in honour. Xow, was it 
tlignified, right, or jnst of the hon. gentleman to east 
~nch aspcr:-;ions npon me without the slightest fonncla­
tion;" 

Tlutt wai-l the way in which the lands nf the 
colony were manipulated by the JH'esent :\Iinister 
for .Lantl:.:. 

'l'he :\UXISTER FOR LA::'\Jlf): What were 
you reading frmn? 

::\Ir. l\IcLEAX said it waR n. letter from }fr. 
\V. Vaughan tfenkins to the 1'oowooJaUct Chroni('le 
anrl Dm·/imf Dmn18 Uenaal AdaJ'tisei' of the 
~th .Tuly, UlS2. He did not know whether the 
hon. gentleman wa.s connected with that paper 
"" not. He (:\lr. l\lcLean) :;houltl leave his 
remarks on the Coolie question until the leader 
.,f tho Opposition introduced hi:; Bill. In re­
:;ard to another matter, he was not at all sur­
pri:;ed :tt the report of the Commission to inquire 
into the Volunteer :B'orce of the colony. He 
rnmembered a report which "as presented to 
the House on a former occasion, and which clirl 
not show a very flourishing state of affairs in 
the force; and he had expected that smnething 
.,f this kind would take place. He did not know 
what action the Governn1ent ·were going to 
i<Lke, but he hoped tlmt whatever they did 
they would have some control over the men 
who composed the Volunteer forces of the 
colony. There was just one other point 
that he wished to draw attention to before 
he sat down. He saw in the Speech mention of 
"Bill to make better provision for the Regula­
tion of Immigration into the Colony of Queens· 
land ; n.nd there was one fact in connection 
with that subject which he wished to bring· 
under the notice of the head of the Govern­
ment, which was that they were bringing out 
in1n1igrants under the presentren1ittance arrange­
uwnt-imntigrants who had no f'Ooner landed 
than they went to New South \V ales. And for 
this reason: People in New South \Vales knew 
the liberal treatment the Government of Queens­
Lnd were offeriug, and were making inquiries as 
to the terms on which their friends could be 
)1!'ought out here on the assisted principle; and 
they sent the money here to get their friends 
out, and then a great mn.ny of the latter went 
to the southern colony as soon as they reached 
Brisbane. He thought that something ought 
t<> he done to put a stop to that if possible. He 
did not see why they should pay £1() each for the 
passn.ges of persons \vho left the colony again as 
~( Jon as they got to it. 

The PRE~IIER said that special provision 
was wade in the Bill for that matter. 

:Mr . .1\icLJ<:AN said he was glad to hear it. 
:iVIr. BA YKES said thn.t it had not been his 

intention to spectk at that stage of the debate on 

the Address in Heply, but he rose more particu­
larly to put the (+o,·ernment straight npon wl:at 
the hrm. member for Logan ha<l stated with 
reuard to the Hill introducr1d last s"ssion for th<> 
relief of sel•cctor,.;. He W<cs one of the two pri vatP 
1ne1nber:-:; \Vhu were said to have been ·~put np" 
by the Government. He was one private mmn­
ber who brought a Bill forward for the relief of 
selectors, but he denied in toto that he was put 
up by the Clovernment or anyone else. He had 
stated at the time, if the hon. gentleman could 
only h:we taken the word of a man--but tlw 
hmi. gentle1nan ,,~as like one of hlH colleague~1 
too mean to understand what manhood was-that 
he had not spoken to one member· of the Utwern · 
mcnt on the 'lue:;tion. He defied :my !ton. 
member-in the House either then or now-to say 
that he had. 'fhe hon. the :Minister for Lands 
had derided him for it ; n.nd perhn.ps if lw 
had done so the Bill would h:wo berm rmssed. 
He con:;idered it mean of the hon. gentleman to 
say that the Uovernment had put him up. HP 
lutrl always o·iven the Uo,·ernment n. liberal "n]'· 
port ancl he~ had not been as mean a.s the hon. 
meu:ber on the other side of the Hou,;e told hhn 
he was. He would ha1·e liked to .se.e the hou. 
1nmnber when he wa.F.; ::\lini:-;ter for L~tnd:-:. thrtn\ 
up his portfolio for <tny difference of opinion. 
They n.ll knew how lmng-ry he had been for o~"" 
ever since he lo;~t it. There \V a:-; no fear of HE>mng 
him throw up his portfolio, or any other ni<mllJer 
on that side of the House. The hon. member \\':t,, 
not bold enough to say what he had to say ahuut 
the Coolie question; but the time to speak wr" 
now and he should, as a representltti ve of thP 
peor;le, have said what he (.!\lr. Bn.yucs) said now 
-that he wonl< lnot .support the (, oYernment 011 

the r1uestion. That was what he said, awl what 
he promised his constituents ; ant! he ~nmld 
sweep off the statute-books all laws relatmg to 
coloured labour. The present was the time aml 
opportunity to make tlmt statement, but the hr>n. 
member for Log<tu hatlnot the honesty to do tlw 
i:iarne. 

::\Ir. :\IcLEAX: 1 hn.ve done'"' to my const.i" 
tuents . 

:\fr. BA YXJ-:S said that he did not bclie1·e 
him a fraction. He considere<l that it would bt> 
political dishonesty on his part to sn.nction tlw 
briw•ing forward of an obsolete Act. He callerl 
it ob~olete because twenty years in this colony wa., 
as much n.s a century in the old country. He 
thought, with all due reHpect to the Government·· 
to whom he intemled to give his SU]l)Jort '" nsnal-· 
that it wa:; bad policy on their part. There \\'erp, 
one or two question:; on which he shnulrl <liffei' 
from them, and on which he should take this 
opportunity to make explanation. Tl;e Cooli.e 
question was one of them. He considered It 
party legislation. They had no right to legislate 
for one particnlar clas». If that labour wn.s good 
and cheap for the l'mgar-gro\ver, it 1nnst be good 
and cheap for the wool-grower, and the wool· 
grower had us rnnch right to it as the sugar­
grower. He knew it would be to the advantage 
of the sugar-grower, and the temporary acll·an­
tage of the colonY, to have in coolie labonr, bnt 
he doubted whether it would be for the eventnal 
benefit of the colony to import any colouretllahour 
or Asin.tic labour whatever. He wn.s not a l!lere 
deleaate from his constituents. If he felt that 
that" labour wnnld be a permn.nent benefit to 
the country he wonld support the Government ; 
but he did not think it would be any henellt. 
He was glad, however, that he was n.),le to look 
a little beyond Qneen street. He did not think 
thn.t the Government should in :tny way be 
blame<! for any shortcomings in the lJivi .. ,ion:tl 
Boards Act. It was a bold measure on the part 
of any Government, and probably it had done as 
much good as any Act on their .statute-book. 
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He did not know wlmt the amendments were, 
and probably he should take exception to 
them. There was room for very great amend­
ment in the working of the Act. t)o far ''" the 
British-India :Mail Service \\·as concerned, a 
great Jeal was said in opposition to it ; but 
he considered that, next to the Divisional 
Boards Act-and probably before that-and 
notwithstanding the unbir opposition to it, 
it had been a great boon to the colony. 
Protntbly it had been of less benefit to Brisbane 
than auy other part ; but if they looked at the 
map they would see that they were on the 
southern boundary, anrl was not the Korth to have 
:my con:::;idera.tion? He had not a penny invested 
in the North, but he was glad to support any­
thing- that woult! be a benefit to it. He was glad 
th>tt tl1e Government were alive to the impor­
tance of getting a conRtant supply of }3uropean 
inunigra,ntH. He \Ya.s not, like the hon. n1e1nber 
for ltockhan1pton, afraid of having too 1nany. 
He had seen an influx of population at different 
periods, both here :tnd in Victoria. The country 
was too large for them to be of any trouble. It 
Wits bound to absorb them, and probably this 
mail service would more thoroughly distribute 
the innnigrantf; than an~v other 1neans the colony 
httd had. Probably there mig·ht be exceptions to 
the rule, but the Premier had been warned, and 
would, no doubt, be cautious. Another matter 
which the hon. member for Logan did not dilate 
npon, aR he n1ight have done, was the Tra,n~­
continent>>l C[nestiou. He (:.\Ir. Baynec,) intended 
tt) oppm.;e the G-overnrnent on that que~tion, a.nd 
he had very good reasons for doing so. He :-;hould 
Le Norry to Hee any rail \V ay or a.ny land~ in large 
blocks in the posse.ssion of any syndicate. He 
had seen the folly of it in Victoria and in 
Amcric<O. The first railway in Victoria, the 
Hobson's Bay Jtailway, was made lJy a company 
and WflJ~ han<led over to the Govern1nent not 
many years since in a rotten state, and hence 
came the accillento on account of which the 
Uovnrrnnent had to pay such heavy dmnages. 
l'he company were as a positive fact too hungry 
for gain to keep the line even in safe repair. 
And so it was with the Tasmanian i\Iain Line 
Hailwny, and, in fact, with all the railways made 
in Tarnuania hy con1panies. The 'raHrnanian 
:.\fain Line Railway was constructed some yettrs 
ago, anU '"ax in such ~t state that it waH 
not 1it for the Government to take over. 
HaJ it not been for an ttblo and bold 
Presr:, the <~overnment of rl'as1nania would have 
been forced to take the line over when it was not 
tit to tra,vel on. .A_s it was, the syndicate or ring, 
whichever it was, had to reconstruct it, and the 
( Jovernment had not even yet, he was glad to say, 
taken it over. The other lines in Tasmania 
were equal failures, having- been made by syntli­
cates. Although there was a great deal of credit 
due to the Minister for \Vorks, he did not wish to 
eulog-ise him beyond his merits in saying that 
under his care they were just beginning to know 
lww to make railways; and, taking into considera­
tion the labour C[uestion, the lines were being 
well pushed forward. The men who came here 
ought not to remain always aR navvieR. They 
should be made colonists and they should be 
settled on the land. Some said that he wanted 
to improve his own laud at the expense of the 
country. but anyone who knew him would not 
stty so, tts he had expended more on his own land 
than anyone. He had indeed, to his mind, 
svent a great deal too much on it. In America 
he knew that the greatest trouble had occurred 
through the railway rings that were formed­
not by Yankees, but by English capitalists­
causing ilnmense Hacrifices on a.ccount of bad 
construction a few yearR ago. That waR Huffi­
cient reason to keep the railways of this 
colony in the hands of the Government. There 

had been, he believed, more corruption in 
America through laud rings formed in London 
than through any other cause. The people of 
the United t)tates were, however, waking up to 
a sense of the evil, and things were not now so 
bttd as they were formerly. He would, how­
ever, solemnly advise the Government to recon­
sider this C[uestion of railway syndicates. He 
was satisfied to support the Government on " 
bmad basis if they would forego their idea of 
placing the lands of the colony in the hands of 
syndicates. He would even support them if 
they were bold enough to borrow money to bny 
back the lanrls which had been alienated, with a 
view to letting them on lease, not for ninety-ninfl 
years, but for twenty-one years. If a man could 
not make use of the land in that time it would be 
better for him to part with it. At the end of that 
periot1 the outgoing tenant should receive a sub­
stantial reward for improvements, and the lantl 
should be put up to auction or re-let. This was 
not only a C[nestion of what the Cl overmnent 
were doing; hfm. members had "lso to consider 
what the present Opposition might do if they 
came into power. \V ere they to trust those hon. 
members to place the lands of the colony in the 
hands of syndicates? He ventured to say 
they would make a mnll of it the very first 
chance. He bbmed the Government very 
much indeed for not having opposed the Sugar 
Hefining Bill brought in last session by a member 
of the Opposition. It wtts one of the worst 
pieces of legislation ever passed by the House, 
doin;.: for the rich man what would not he dmte 
for the poor rna.n. Because a rich corporation 
could bring· money into the colony it was allowed 
to combine selections and g-et a good title to tlw 
land, only, as it proved, that the land might be 
locked-up for a lot of coolies. The poor man who 
wished to join his own and his sons' selections, in 
order to Fmrround then1 '\vith a ring fence, wa:-: 
not allowed to do so. He w><s disappointed with 
the action of the iVIinister for Lands in connec­
tion with the C[Uestion of reserves, which to the 
graziers and men outside the towns were a very 
great nuisr~nce, being merely hotbeds for weeck 
rrhough no prornise was given on the subject, he 
unclerstood that the i\llinister was willing to coll­
sider whether the Government could not take the 
n.atter into its own hands and either sell or let 
the reserves which we1·e not reC[uired. 

l\Ir. GROO:.\I said he was very pleased to 
notice the good feeling- evinced on both sides of 
the House during- this debttte ; it augured well 
fm· a session of business and not of personal 
recriminations. The paragraph in the Speech 
expressing the deep regret felt at the loss of the 
late lamented President of the Legislati Vfl 

Council, Sir .T. P. Bell, had his very heart~­
approval. It had been his g·ood fortune to take 
his seat, for the first time, on the c,ame bench with 
that gentleman, in :May, 1803; and on that occtt­
sion he (Sir ,T. P. Bell) was selected by the 
Premier, l\Ir. Herbert, to move the Address in 
Heply. The favourable impression he then made 
was no doubt the first stepping-stone to the dis­
tin;.:uished honours he afterwards enjoyed at the 
hands of the Parliament and of the Sovereign. 
And it was not only in politics that he was he!tl 
in high estee1n. A large number of working n1en 
on his own station and in the neighbourhood of 
Dalby bad cause to regret the loss of ::t benevo­
lent employer who made the interests of his em­
ployes always his first consideration. Each 
Christmas every child, to the smallest, was 
reminded of the historic occasion by some 
little token of friendship. He was, in short, 
one of the most large-heiLrted and liberal men 
who ever held a seat in the House, and was an 
honour to both branches of the Legislature. 
\Vith regard to the paragraph relating to the 
Divisional Boards Act, he (Mr. Groom) had 
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a! way,; ad vncatecl lomtl self-government, and 
had given the Bill on its pas:;ag-e his strenuous 
:;upport. Hi:; opposition to the Bill introcluced 
by the pre:;ent Government had been not so 
much to the meltsure itself l>S to the way in 
which it was introduced. At thl>t time, owing 
to bad seasons, the people were not in a position 
tu staml ltdditionltl tltxl>tion ; hut he Wlts pre­
lmred to concede that in the settled districts the 
Act had proved a great success. Instead of the 
business-paper being burdened tts formerly with 
forty or fifty moticn1>; fm road ltnd bridges, the 
people luvl now taken those nmtters under 
their own control, ltnd hon. members were 
left free to concentrate their ltttention upon mat­
ter~ of rnore general irnportance. There were, 
of course, defects-1mlpable ones-in the Act ; 
but the Bill would no doubt contain the 
muewlments which hl>d been suggested by 
the working of the Act. Coming· to the 
oubject of the British-India Mail Sen·ice, he 
h1tcl not the remotest sympathy with some ob­
oervations made by hem. members of the Opposi­
tiou. It could, perhaps, hardly be callecl a mail 
Hervice at all, hut as a Cl>rp;o service it had done 
a, vel'y con~iJerable anwunt of good. The argu­
ment >td va11ced tcp;ainHt the service, tlmt the 
people of Tow11sville h&l chosen to import from 
the mother-country instead of from Brisbaue, 
was one of the most ridiculous he ha<l ever heard. 
It would be just as re>tsonable to arp;ue that the 
merchtmts of Dublin, Liverpool, and Glasgow 
should purchase their goods in London, so that 
the shipping might be concentrated in the latt~r 
port. One of the great causes of complaint in 
::\'ew South vV>tles just now was thl>tthe central­
h;ing policy of the Governrnent \Va)S tending to 
brinp; everything to Sydney. The Customs re­
venue returns for the quarter ending ,June 30 
showed that out of £371,000 no less tlmn £327,000 
had been collected in the port of Sydney. The 
C}overnment, by the introduction of the British­
India Mail Service, had done a good thing 
in opening up a direct trade with Great Bri­
t>tin and relieving Queensland from the posi­
tion of an appendltp;e of New South \Vales. 
..._ \_:-; a cargo service it wns a good one ; but as 
et 11mil :-;ervice it \Vas a very great failure. 
He had not much sympathy with the remarks of 
the l'remier on the subject of postage. It seemed 
"moustrous anomaly that merchants in Brisbane 
should be able to receive goods into their ware­
houses mtd sell the greater part a fortnight 
before they received their invoices by the 
British-India l\Iail Service. 'l'here should be 
free tr,de in thi" matter, and eYeryone should be 
allowed to send his letter by the route he pre­
ferred. Speedy communication Wlts one of the 
tirst elements in business transactions, and no 
impediments should be put in the way. As far 
>>s theN orthern ports were concerned the British­
India Service would do very well, but people in 
Brisbane would much ]Jrefer to use the Orient or 
Peninsula mtd Oriental Services. \Vith regard to 
the Transcontinental Raihvl>y, his views were 
vretty well known. He agreed with the hon. 
member (Mr. Baynes) that syndicates had been a 
gigantic evil in America. They had been the 
curse of the country, and were even now the bone 
of contention an1ongst senators; questions con­
stantly arising in connection with land which had 
been given away upon conditions which had 
never been fulfilled. If these syndicates were 
not able to fulfil their conditiom in " country 
like Americl>, with a population of 50,000,000 
and a steady inflow of nearly 100,000 per month, 
how could they be expected to succeed in a 
country with "' population of only 200,000 
persons) a larg-e proportion of '\V horn were settled 
in the s<mth of the colony? It seemed hardly a 
sane proposttl to make at the present time, and 
he "hould ;;ive it his most strenuous opposition. 

Address ~n Rep(IJ· 

The Coolie que~tion would eon1e on f()r discnDNion 
upon amotion, notice of which had been tendered, 
and he should reserve his remarks until then. 
In reference to ilnntigration, he '\Vished to drtt\\" 
the ltttention of the l'remier to a circumstance 
that recently came under his notice. \Vhiht 
addressing- his constituents recently, "clergynum 
-the Hev. 'l'homlts Thatcher-stated that he had 
letters in his possession, written to him from 
England, informing- him that emigmnts had 
lleen refused pa~Hage:s to Queensla,ud on the 
ground that they had families of five children, 
the reg-ulations stipulating that families should 
not exceed two or three. He (Mr. Groom) and 
his fellow-member were asked to ascertain the 
cause of that obstruction. \Vhatevermight lmve 
been the evil results of an inunigration policy iu 
past years, there was not much probability of 
anything of the kind occurring now. i\ great 
wave of prosperity waH passing over the eoloui~""'' 
al1<l he believed the present was only the bep;m­
ning of it. Now wa~ the proper tinlB to ~tep in 
a,nd secure a part of the stremn of irnmigration 
fhnving to .A .. 1neriea. The Pacific IHC:til Hte<:lrlner 
which arrived l>tst Thursdl>y brought some inter­
PKting items of newK fl'mn .1-\rnerica. The J'lcw 
York Trilnuu', Hpeaking of innuigra..tion, sa,id~ 

"The hnmig-ration into the rnited. States for April 
(Writes the St'/0 rr)/'k '1 11"ihune1 was nnrn·e~.;eflClltcdl.\~ 
heavy. '!'he total was 70.000, against 61,000 for April 
last vcar. The arrival~ sinee January numbered over 
l.J.~,6oo, a;.;ainst 100.000, for the same pCriod of la~t year. 
Of the April arrivals 27,000 were Germans, lH'ari~­
t!,OOO Irish, 7,000 HwefieR, over 6,000 Jo~nglish, over 6,000 
Italians, ancl nPnrly 3,000 Hollanders. 'l'herc has hecn 
an increase of more than 100 per cent. in the Halian 
immigTation over last year. 'l'he German~ continue thn 
most UesiralJle class. r:elle \VOlllen are good domcstit:H 
and mill hands, and the men gooU farmers awl 
mechanics. }lost of them arc either skilled labonrcrs 
or have sufficient money to Jmrchasc. western lauds. 
:Xext to the Germans the Scandinavmns are a de­
sirable class, hardy and thrifty, and earn their livin~ 
from the day they land. '!'he Hollanders are also a valu­
able class. They ha.ve no tliflicultv in tiuding imme­
diate employ1nel1t at good wage.;. ~Xearly all arc far­
mers, dairymen, or skilled meehanic"=. 'l'here ha:; 
been a great improvement in the character of the Irish 
immigrauts. Pew as cmnparcd with former years stay 
in Xew York. All the Irish arrivals this year are of a, 
mueh better class than for several year~." 

Not only the present Government, but all Govern­
ments ofthe colony,seemed to fail to g-h·esufiicient 
facilities for immigrants to come to (~ueenshmd. 
If something· were done to imitltte the Canl>dimt 
policy in some respects, good might result. The 
Hev. Mr. Thatcher had placed papers in his 
(Mr. Groom's) hands, showing that the offer of 
Mr. Allen, of Hockhampton, to introduce lLnd 
establish "' number of families of Primitive 
Methodists, which was rejected by the Queen,;­
land Government, had been r;ladly accepted by 
the Canadian Government, and that the families 
had not only received free passages, but had also 
been receiYecl on arrival bv a society organised 
for that purpose. 'l'he advantages given by the 
Canadil>n Government were of themselves almost 
sufficient inducement to immigrants. A home­
stead of lUO acres was given to each head of " 
family free of all charge, on condition that he 
should live nn the bud, cultivate " certain por­
tion, and have the whole enclosed within five 
years. In addition, he had a pre-emptive right 
to the extent of lGO acres for his family ; and if 
the conditions were fulfilled ltt the end of the 
five years he could purchase the land so pre­
empted at one dollar per acre. But further 
steps hl>d been taken outside the Government tu 
foster immigration to Canada. In a letter taken 
from the A ita Calijo1·nia, reprinted in the Sydmy 
llfornillff Hemld of July 1st, the following pam· 
g-raph appeared:-

"A gigantic laud anrl c.oloni:;;ation scheme wa~ com­
plete<l at Chicago on )lay 31. The Duke of JlancheHter 
and President Ste:phens, of the Canada Pacific Raill'Oad 
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C0mpany, came from the 1rc.st, and Il. B. .\.ngu:-;, Yice­
Pr£'"'idcnt. of the Canact;:~, l)acilic, and t-icortll and Com­
paJJ}', of Toronto. Jk~hles these, the parties interc.stcd 
includpcl Hohert 'J1enuant, of Leetl~. J~ngland; Todd, of 
the firm of W. If. Kennecty and Company, of Xew York 
(repr~:-:enting the .South and (';umdn l'acitie ~ynclicatcs!; 
H!Hl, Jll raPt, ]Jl'adicalJy all the large land S}lldicate.s. 
h1 atl<titinn, eapitalil"h; in PariH, Lowlon, ::\Iontrea.l, Xcw 
York, anU other JlOlllts are intcre:-;te!l in the S('hcmn. 
The plau a:-; outlinert hrre, with the Dnko of :JlauclJCster 
as Pre1'ictcnt, iR a:-; follow:o;. :--'The SyndieHte retn·c::;ent~ 
;1 ea pi tal of 15,000,000 dollar::~. lt proposes to bny the 
H.J.OOO,OOO clollar:-: unsolil bond of the Canatla l'aci!ie 
l{ailway now held by the Ra11k of :\Iontreal, and take a 
~eeond ist5ue of 6.000,0CO dollars bonds of the road not 
ycL in the market, paying- llal' for them. In turn lllC 
Canada Paeitic~ agrees to aceopt these bonds in payment 
for lands grantr:i by the Canadian (;oyermncllt, which 
are to be taken chietlv in Sn:;;kitchc,vas county at the 
rate of 1·10 dollar. Th£ grant to the Canad::L Pa(~ifie was 
~.),000,000 acrcH, of which 22,000,000 remain unsold. rrlle 
<'rnnbiuation ]H"O]lO::les to take 11,000,000 ac·,res on the 
terms mentioned. Connected 'vith it i1'l an immcn~c 
colonisation there, including, among- other thing;:-:, the 
erection of farmhouses for settlers mmblc to lmild, 
to be Hold to them on easy terms.' It is stated one 
f'lTPct of the scheme will be 1o insure the ca .. rly comple­
tion of tllcCanada l 1aci1ic Railroarl.'' 

In the caoc of Canada, therefore, in addition to 
the natural attractions of varied induotries and 
hig-h wa-g-eH, great inducenwnts to in1111igration 
were being held out by large syndicates with 
inmwnsc capital. \Vhy shou!tl not Queenoland 
etrike ont and do ;;nmething of the kind itself? 

The PHE:\1IEH: Hear, hear! 
\lr. G HOOl\I ;;aid he pretmmed the Premier, 

l•y that, meant why not ha Ye a transcontinental 
1·ailwuy and bring innnigrant.s to the colony in 
that way? He should, however, be inclined to 
MO in another direction and ~:;ay, why not give 
them 160 acr·es of land free when they came to 
the colony? An in.,tltnce of the way in which 
jnnnigrant.M were \velcmned in An1erica occurred 
in:"\ ew York httely on the arrival of some 3,000 
,Jews who had been forced to leave Hussia on 
a~count of the atrocities lately perpetrated there. 
Th~y were :·e?ei :cell with open arms, not only by 
th81r co-rehgwmsts, but also by the Christian 
cunmnmity generally-treated with grmtt hospi­
tality in the immigration depot, furnished with 
free railway passe' by the railwa~' companies, 
and offered any amount of land if they wished 
to settle upon it. It was a well-known fact that 
iu t:>mne caReR priva.te cmnpanies \Vent so far as to 
furnish the settler with seed to plant if he were 
not able to purchase a supply for himself. The 
secret of so many of the ~lucenslaml immi­
~raut:-; going on to the :::;onthern colonies was that 
snfticieut inducement t.o stop was not offered to 
them here. He did not mean to sav that skilled 
mechanics should be encouraged to" believe that 
they could e,,.rn a better living by farming. The~t 
would probably be inducing them to come under 
f<tlse pretences; but at the present time there were 
. u _England uutny ~nnall tenant-fanners, diSIJOR­
~c~sed through the action of land-owners in com­
bining sn1all frtl'lllH into large oneD-men \vith 
knowledge of fanning and nwderate rneans~ 
who would gladly come out here if the oppor­
tunity were put before them in a legitimate way, 
and the land thrown open to them. G p to the 
present time the Government had been very 
parsimonious, and they had thrown impediments 
in the way by unsettling men's minds with regard 
to the land laws. The secret of the enormous 
:unonnt of free ;;election in X ew South \V ales was 
that the land la11·s which were passed in 18Gl had 
only been amended once; and the Legislature were 
very jealous of any proposal to . alter them. 
People therefore knew what they had to depend 
upon. Here, on the other kmcl, there were 
such continual alteration,; tba.t people were 
utterly unable Lo under,;tand the lmv. E\'ery 
:;c.ssion oincc he hat! been in the HouBc -­
iwenly yean. un iho 9th "'\.u;:;u~i-;.,omc Tiill had 

been introduced to amend the land lawt<. ,\t 
first the homestead selection wa,; IHO acre,; ; 
tbnt being con~:;iderecl too large, the area, wa{\o 
next reduced to 320 ; then it wa,; made 80 ; 
then again 320 ; then (')0 again ; and lastly 
it had been enlarged to lliO acres by the 
lJre~ent Uuvernr11ent. It wa.~ titne that s01ne 
effort ohould be nutde to associate the ,;ettle· 
nwnt of the land with innnigration. He 
noticed ttmongst the promi,;ed mea,;ureo a Bill 
to make better provision for the regulation 
of immigration into the colony of Queen,;laml ; 
and he hoped that would be a step in the right 
direction by bringing to thi8 colony some portion 
of that immigration which wa,; now going to 
other countries. \Vhy should not, for instance, 
sorne provi~:;ion be n1ade to bring out Gennan 
inuuigrants in larger nu1nbers? ]j\)r Borne rea.BOil 
or other immigrants of that nationality had not 
been brought out lately. 

The PlLKI\HER : IV c can get plenty of 
Scotclnnen. · 

l\Ir. GROOM said that wa8 quite true, but it 
was no reason why the colony should not have 
immigrant8 from the continent as well, especially 
tho,;e who came out \\'ith a little capital. Such 
men would come out willingly if sufficient facili · 
ties were offered. America had set the colonies 
a. good cxmnple with regard to her ntarjtiinc, 
connnercinl, and industrial arraugmnents, ::\Jnd 
that example would have to be followed if ever 
(~ueensland was to become a great country. 
\Vith a steady stremn of immigrants of a better 
class, new industries would be founded and pro­
gress would Le more rapid than had ever before 
been experienced. He had been looking through 
the Estimates for the Volunteer :Force for the last 
six or seven years, ana had noticed that every 
year the House had been called upon to provide 
£5,000, £6,000, £7,000, and as much as £10,000. 
\V hat had the colony got for that large expendi­
tu re? According to the report, the force was 
now in a complete state of demoralisation and 
inefficiency. ·when Colonel Blaxland wa,; ap­
pointed Commandant he (Mr. Groom) lJl·edictcd 
that he would not hold his position twelve 
months, and he had not held it much longer. It 
was conoidered an outrage by some that a local 
gentleman 8honld be made Commandant, and 
steps were at once taken to impair his efficiency 
and undermine his influence, in order to hriu;.;· 
about his dismi,;sal. He could assure the House 
that the colony lmd no more efficient officer than 
Colonel Blaxland, ana hi8 removal \\;ould be 
a great loss to the force. Perhaps some aris­
tocratic dandy would be appointed to take 
his place, who could not do a tithe of what 
that officer had done to place the force on a 
sound footing. The money spent on the force 
had been literally wasted. There had been an 
outcry in certain quarters because there had 
been no :Easter encampment this year. :For hio 
own lJart, he rejoiced when he heard that the 
TreaHurer had refused to give nwneY for such '" 
purpose. The real truth about tho,;e encamp· 
ments had been that they were little better than 
drunken sprees. ln,;tead of teaching discipline 
and drill they had done a great amount of harm, 
had laid the foundation of drunkenness and di.,. 
ease, and had probably had a good deal to do with 
the present disorganised state of the force. The 
question was one surrounded by difficulties. Some 
advocated the establishment of :1 permanent 
force; but what had been the result of that in 
Sydney? In that city, with a population of 
about 300,000, one would suppose there would be 
a large nu1uber of active young n1en i1nbued \vith 
n martial opirit; anrl yet the grentest difficulty 
had been found in getting men to join thu 
permanent force; the reason apparently beini; 
that the pay wa: :;mall, and that they could do 
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1nuch Getter in different 1Jranchcs of trade and 
ind!htry. He did not know what the intentioll" 
of the .. Govcnnneut were, bnt he obtlervetl 
Lha.t they were going, tn introduce a )Jill 
Lo pbcc the defences of the colony un a 
1 >etter ba,;is. He trusted the House would hesitate 
hdore it w''"teclmore money on what he called 
p1ayiu~ at soldiers. At an mtrlier period of the 
a ftet·Iwon he had pnt ;t <[Ue.Htiou to the Attorney­
< ;tmPt'a.l with reJard to friendly :-mcietie~, and he 
wuuld now explain why he, had done su. At first 
b]u;-;h hon. 1uernhen; ntight think it a, VtJl'Y Klllt-Lll 
nmtter, lmt it w'" really one uf cnnsidemble im­
]lortancf;. The ttirn of thmm ::-:ocieties wn::; to en­
(~ourage habit.s of frugality an(l thrift anwug the 
\\·orking claH:;e:;, who contributed to thmn weekly 
n ccnta,iu portion of their ~mvingt::. The :Friendly 
SocietiEs ..:\et of 187() wa:-; 1)a:-;:-:ed for the pnrpo:-:e 
of protecting thoHe naving~, by im;i~ting that 
tho~e in cha1~ge of then1 ~honlcl Hend an a.,ccount 
of them cmry year to the lleg-i,;trar of the 
Snprmue Court, \Vho would then 1Hake out a. 
reLmn, which was to be h1id annually hefore l'<tr­
liament by the Attorney-Ucneral. That provi­
sion of the .Act had never, he believed, hcen 
cal'ried out, and the con:-:;ecrueucc wa.~ that the 
~a.me l"tate of jgnontnce l'Cg"a.rding the doing:-; of 
t.ho,...;(-, :-:.ocictie~<. prentilcd now n.s before the pass­
in,c; of the Aet. Tlutt Act wrts a transcript of the 
f lllJ Jeri~tl .Act, with a1nendtnentH tnaking it nclapt­
" !_,]c tn the colony, \Vh<tt hacl been the result of 
Lhe tliscoveries of the Hov~l Commission on 
friendly societies in 1'\ ew 't:;nuth \Yn,Je,;? The 
s."'l"c!l "liornin[! Hemld of ]a,;t 8aturclay drew 
attention to one fact, as follows;-

,,The fmanctal collap~e of a lodge ('Onnccif'rl with one 
(\[ tllc 1wincipalfl'icndly soeicti.cs oftltc colony is a matter 
nf :-wrimu; eouccrn to that lnrgo f..\Jciion of the pnblle 
\YlJo 1lepend. upon these societif'~ for assistanc2 in times 
or siekncss and familv hert"nvement. It has oe~'n an­
nouncr:,l tllat 'Court J.crienclshi.p,' an old Hyclnry lotlgc 
connected 1vit h the Ot•der of Foresters. has faile<l in 
~~oll~Cqncnce of there being no more funds a-railalJle to 
lncet. ~i<'k cases and doctor's bill:-<. It i,-; poor consola­
t io11 to be told that the di::;tric:t lodge or ~npreme court 
n[ tllC' onler ha~ met the t•onting-cllcy by making an 
Pqnitahle (listribntion of tlJe agerl_ rcmn;mt." of 'Court 
Fricnd::dtip' among the yonng anrl :-;onnd lo(lg-cs. 'l'llc 
linan(•ial ba:"iS of every lodge shoul(t b3 t'UCh as to 
l'PlHkr a coll:q1se almost impossible. The eontribntions 
of t\!e mcmbcn; should 1)e so regnlatca as to provide 
means for promvtly meeting an legitimate rh;ks, and 
anr m:m entering a lnchre shoul<l lHIVt' the fnllc-:t con­
lidCacein i.t.s al)ility tos<Liisf~" any sub88(tuent claims. In 
t hi::-: particular instau:~o there d.oes not appear to ha Ye 
lH·cn anr extraordina.ry cause to prccipit:tte the collap~c. 
T\1(~ prolmhlc cxplrmatiou i~ that the lodge was an old one, 
1 hat .-:o long as its members "\Yere young and there \Vas a.­
~teady intlux. of yonug· men. nllil the fnnds 1vere reg-n­
gnbtrl"\" fed hv initiation fee~, it had no nun:-~n:ll dU!i­
rnity in mcetil1g its engagement:-:: but when Hs mem­
her~ grew ag-ed, and the .-:ick ealls a.ntl Uoctor's bills 
1H'etLmc heavier and. more 1mmcrous. the a~"'Jt~ rapillly 
tliminhhcd, aud the rate of contributions not bcinu: snf-
1icicntly high to cover the increased demands, in:sul­
YI'llt'Y wa.':i the re~mlt.. Snch an explanation, at all 
I'Yents, applies to a.- eonsirlerable number of lodge:-; of 
\ at·ious order~ iu this eolo11y, awl ad nal failure ha~, we 
know. been prevented in many t•asc:-~ by temvorary sus­
pension of benefit:-:. By that meaw; the funds htLYC been 
Jlcnnlttcll for a. \vhilc to accnmnlate, and the lorlgc has 
;.:one on working smoothly until a death Ot'f'HlTfHl. or a 
llttlllhet of eases of sickness arose, and su~pension of 
h1~11e!it~ had again to be resorted to. If a lodge fails, 
awl it.-: old member:-; are distributed among young 
lodge~. the latter thereby h:tYC their liabilities sntldenly 
iw:r~\,t.':C(l; antl, in :o;ome instan~c~. they, too, as tilPy 
grow older and weaker, mny go to the \Yall. _.:\_ sy.-:tem 
"\Vltkh arltuits ~mch irregularities mnHt beunsatisfaetory, 
awl the ltoyal Commission now inltnil'ing; into t.hc work­
ing or the Friendly Societies Act has an excellent OlllJOl'­
tunity for rendering the 1mhlie a great service h_v ex­
posing the ~erions defeets which cxi~t in ~ocictics now 
t·njoyi11:: vublic confidenec.'' 

Tl1n:-:o f-.:ocietio~ in England had accumulated 
fund~ muuuntin~; to smnc 1nillionH uf 1J11J1ley; 
and even in thiB colony the amount was l'''etty 
ccmiderable. lt wa:; only right that thaJ·5 

mmwys ,;)wuld be pl'<lteeted, a,; they would be 
if' the pruvisiun,; of the Act wem cttrried out. 
He hopcll, JW\\ tlmL public attention hatl bee11 
called tu the nmttc1·, tlmt the ,\ ttorney-Ueneral 
would see that the lle~iotrar carried out his 
dutie' with reference to hielhlly 'oeietie,. Ho 
lmd just been informed by his "]Jun. frite!lll, th•; 
membe1· fOJ' Fortitude \"alley, that ;cpplications 
1uLd been lUa.tle to the Jtegistrar of the SuprBHH~ 
Court for fonn . ..::, and the :tn;;wer given \Va~ 
that there were uo .-;neh fonn::; in existmJct~. 
~:hat yonld be na:-;ily rmnedied by gi dug the 
ueee~r-;a1 yin:-;tnwtionH to the ( i-t)\"ernntent Printer. 
Before re:·nnniug his 8eat he "'>Vould ~a.y one wunl 
with regard to raihntyH genera,lly. T t had bee11 
stated tlmt instruction,; had been sent to London 
for the appointment of a traffic manager. Jf that 
·wa8 correct, it wa~ tt stcv in the right direction. ( )f 
Iate ~;oH1ething semned to have gone \\Tong in the 
llailway Department; but for that he by 110 

1uean:-; bla1ned the l\riiJi:ster, who~;c handK 1vere 
tied by n supem1mndance of red tape. \Vith a 
no\\' tl'a.tfie 1na.uager the departnwnt 1night ht-~ 
made to work much more efficiently. The muddle 
that 1 •revailcd in the department at Drishmw •.lit 
the (~neon',; Birthda,·-the series of mistakes that 
'ven· nutde-semnecl a.lnw.:-;t inconcei vt.tble. .At 
the Clapham ,Junction :Station, J ,200 trains <tday 
Jl<-M1Ked and re-pa.8sed, nnd yet it \'{a::-; rarely tha.L 
accident~ occnrTed, ancl rw difficulty wa:-; experi· 
encetl by the public. In thio colony the punctual 
anival and depa.rtnre of tmino was mther th" 
exception than the rule. He hat! oUJ>lH>rted the 
lnte traffic 1uana.ger, l\lr. Htathmn Lowe, Lecau:--e 
although perhap~ a, nutrtinet, he knew hiln tu be 
a thoroughly efficient officer. The new tmffie 
ruanager, whoever he rnight be, 1vould al:-:;o have 
to be a martinet to keep Home of hi" subordinateH 
iu order, with whom incivility waH the rule 
mther than the exception. .As a whole, the mi1-
\Vay::; of the colony were 111aking Hati:-:;factul'Y 
progress, although the hnn. rnmnber (l\lr. l',ergn­
wn) seemed to think that the Central line was 
not being pw;hed on with sufficient Yigour. ln 
hi:-; opinion, for rL young country, they wen~ 
pnRhing on their railway:; very fa.Ht indeed, and 
when n few more bnmch lines in the agricultural 
districts were constrnctecl we ohonlcl have'"" fi1w 
a network of railways :-1:-:> any other colony, and. 
increased proHpcrity would accrue to the colony. 
He hupec1 the rnea!)nres to be prv-:sed thiB ~et!sion 
wonld all tend towards thiH object. 

The Hox. l~. THOIU\ said he did not wi,lt V• 
di.,turb the harmony of the meetin~, for he lmd 
never lw:1rcl "o tame a clehate on the Addne's J,y 
both sides of the Hou,;e. Tndeed, he Bhonld 11<;1, 
have arisen hnt for two or three of the para~rapho 
th:tt appeared in the Openin~ Speech. Before 
[tlluding to them, ho1\yever, he wL~hed to cuu­
gratulnte the Prernic_•r on hir:; accession to the. 
leadership uf the Government. \Vhen Sir Arthut· 
Palmer was there the Premier w>e" not the heat! 
of the (}overnrnent, hut the runment he was 
mised to the Penra~e the Premim· took the tirot 
opportunity, at IV arwick, to call himself the !wad 
of the Uovermnent. Ourin~ the three years tlu1 t 
Hir .. :-\_rthur Pahner was hi:; colleague he never 
said so ; he knew better; he dared not. He 
therefore cnngra,tulated the Pretnier on aHHUlll­

in~ that pn,;ition. On a former occasion he (.'VIr. 
'rhorn) <'aid that when the Premier went to 
England he \vent on hiR O\Yn private lnlqineRH. 
He wonltl repeat it now, although he !mew he 
Hhonld be contradicted by the Premier. He g·ot 
the infnrrnation frorn E11gland, but, in u,ddition 
to that, he held in his hand a paper-the Alilel'i­

nra J?:xpm·tn·, .. Australian eclition~which proved 
uwst conclu~ivelythathj:-; Htatmneut waHcurrect; 
and tlmt, ther<'fore, the Preinier had no right t•> 
take the euuntry'::; Jnoucy t(_) p::J.:y· his C). pens~s 
while th,~rc. That paper, which wafj occ;1,sionall~"· 
qnated by one. cf the GoYernment or:;;ans i11 
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Briolmne-the C'oariCI'-conhtinecl the following 
ImragntlJh :-

.. Thi~ Australian ~xpcrimcnt i~ not a new our. X earl\' 
three years ago n car).{o of frozen beef was slriJ1l>e(l tO 
l':ugland from :Jielbonrne by an Orient stea1llcr, and 
about <L year ago another c<trgo was shippell in the 
· :itrathleven.' A good llPal ot' interest was taken on 
this side of the .\.tlantie in both of the:-,: events. In 
l:ngland antl Australia they were the subject of wiae­
sprcad ~peculation and lmd_ a perecptihlc cffed on the 
markets. rrhc l)rmnier of Qneeusl:llHl lY<LS !inaneialiy 
ilJtercstcd in the lirst -..-entnrc alHl precoand tlte I'Hrgo to 
};nglaud. "~hen it arrh·e:l he \Yas tendered ::L lmnqnct, 
at which the ~\.nstralian beef was ono of the principal 
features of the id~.w ." 

.\.fter that the House would see that he was not 
wrong in his former statement, that the Premier 
went home Holely on private busineso. He would 
a.h;o congratulate the rnover and ::;econder of the 
.\ddres; on the nmnner in which they had 
acquitted themHelveo. But why were they oit­
ting on the Govenuueut Hide of 'the IIonse \vhile 
their l:ienior colleague"> Hat with the Oppo:-:;ition ? 
There ll1Ut5t lm ~mrnethiug ntdically 'vroug in the 
:;entiment.o of the elector:; of Darling DownH and 
Hockh<tmpton. \Vhy, ah;o, did the Premier :;ingle 
out thof;e two hon. nrmnbers to nwve and :-;econd 
the Addre.o:;, when other new m em hero hacl been 
elected suboe<lltent tu them~ \Vtmtever was the 
reat-mn, he could rL~tlure the Uovernnwnt that 
;cl though they had carrier! thooe Heat,; the feeling,; 
<>f the electors had not clmngPrl. It w>t., merely 
<>Wing to want of tactic,; on the part of the Oppo­
sition that they lo:;t tho,;e ,;eats. 'fhey were not 
Much good electioneering agent.s as :-w'rue on the 
'•ther oidc. Coming to the Speech, he would first 
touch upon the immigration C]U8Htion. vVhile 
going- l:iouth sorne thne ago, he found on board a 
la.rge nurnber of our inrn1igrmttB going t:)Outh ahw. 
He asked them the reaoon why, nnd they told him 
they wanted to go to a better climate. They 
were from Townsville, and could not stand 
the smnmer heat. The same thing was told to 
the Hon. Mr. Smyth, whom he happened to meet 
in Sydney at the "ame time. In his opinion all 
iunuigrants ought, in f:ilnnrner, to be landed in 
the south of the colony, and only in the winter in 
the north. He did not like the idea of br·in"ill" 
out innuigrants by the 1uail Htea1ner~. They l1ad 
nut seen the l<mses which were almost sure to 
lmppen some time or other to those veosels. He 
hoped he n1ight be \Vrong, but he Wttti very rnuch 
afmid on that point. \Vith regard 'to the 
Divisional Board,; Act, he opposed it most 
vehemently when it was passing through the 
l{ou~e, m.1d \Vonld do th~ sarne thing again to­
morrow rf necessary. He had all alcnw fore­
seen that it would be a partial measure, ar~cl that 
the Government would not under it deal out 
evenhanded .iusticfl to all part,; of the colony. 
He knew that they had their favourite districts. 
:Many districts were now paying for the roads, 
reservoirs, a,ncl \Va,ter-supply of other rnore 
favoured diotricto. It was said that the main 
roads wonl<l be nmcle by the Government. That 
was done in only one particular part of the colonv · 
and if in one, why not everywhere~ \Vhy shcnilci 
the settled portion of the population, who were 
wedded to the ,;oil and had made improvements 
on it, he taxed, \Vhile others who \Vere only 
here to-day and gone to-1norrow go scot-free? In 
proof of that he would point to the X orth and 
Xorth-"-estern rliotricts, where the rich pa,;toml 
lessees paid very little rates. He was aware of 
cases where le,;sees who held country capable of 
~upporting a quarter of a 1nillion of sheep ·were 
only paying an annual rate of £() a year-not so 
much as was paid by a farmer in the Moreton dis­
trict with only lOO acre,. Those farmers, too, had 
to 111ake lH'OVitiion for their O\Vll supply of \Va.ter 
while the pastoml lesoees in the rlistrict' h~ 
<Llluded to had their dam" made for them at 
the expense of the country. The fanners had to 

go to the Treasurer and get :t loan. The pab· 
tnral lessees wanted no lmm. He knew a mem­
ber of a divisional board in the South who asked 
for £130 and w:to refused it except as a loan. 
In towns such '" Aramac, \Vinton, and niutt<e­
lmrra, where there wao a very fair po]mla­
tion, and where divioional hoards were in opera· 
tion, the Treasurer was n1aking dmns for the 
people. He had noticed in the Uovcrnmcnt 
U11zettc that tenders were called for constructing­
clams in Aramac anc! \V in ton by the Government. 
\Vhy conk! not the people, through the divisional 
b'lanlo, borrow the money and make the damH 
theuu;el ves '? 'fhe sarne thin&{ vvas going on in 
other districts. He did not see why the Govern­
ment should do those works for the people. The 
system at present carried out was unjust, and it 
showed very clearly how the wind blew. Another 
paragraph in the Speech said~ 

'' I am hapvy to inform you that the revenue has 
inerettsed hcyond onr most ~angnine expectations. 'l'he 
tinaneial year closed with a gratifying surplus, a portion 
of which my a1lvisers propm;c to appropriate to -par­
ticular sct·viccs iu~te<Hl of earrying it over as a balance 
to the following year. rl'llC }~~tilnates of the present 
1imnwial year will he dnly :mbmittcrt. to you, aud I hope 
you will lind that they have been framed with a, view to 
the ,-;trictest economy consistent with efficiency." 

He would take the fir,;t part of it firot. There 
was no doubt that the revenue had increased, 
and the expenditure ought also to lmve increaoecl. 
Look at the colony at the present time. 'fhe 
whole of the ,;nrplus ought to have gone during the 
ye:u in providing new railway stoc:k. The state of 
the rolling-stock was a disgrace, and he \Vondered 
that there were not serious accidents. He did 
not so much blame the :Minister for Works ; he 
blamed the Treasurer, who, he believed, would 
not allow the ::Vlinister for \Vorks to have suf­
ficient money. Look at tbe Eassifern Railway, 
which was to be opened in a few clays: it was 
a line with very little ballast, and yet it was to 
be looked upon as a main line to connect 
with K ew South Wales, and there was no 
rolling-stock provided for it. There were 
complaints everywhere about the scarcity of 
rolling-stock, ltnd he hnped that in future the 
1\Iini,;ter for \Vorks would ha,-e a little more 
forethought, ancl that more of revenue would 
be devoted to that purpose. He also hoped that 
the hon. gentleman would put his department in 
a better state of organisation; at present it \Va:J 
the most disorganised department in the colony, 
in every branch of it. The fact was that the 
Minister for vVorks was everything~-Traffic 
::vi:anao·er L<lCmnotive i\1ana"er and evcrythino· 
~lse. "There ought to be rn·~per officers and 
proper management, as there would be in a pro­
perly organised office. The department, he could 
say, had been properly managed before the pre­
sent :Minister for \Vorks came into office.' The 
Speech said:-

"The financial year clo:;:cd with a gratifying ::-;urp1uK, 
it llOl'tion oC \Vllieh my advisers propose tO amn·opriatc 
to p::Lrticular :<->'rvices instead of carrying it o-..-er as a 
balance to the following year." 

He knew what the Government proposed to 
do with tha.t. They intended to corrupt the 
cconstituencies. There was a general election 
lomning in the distance, and the electorR \Vere 
to be got at. He hoped, however, that they 
would rrsist the bribe. He thought the Gov­
ernment ought to devote a part of the revenue 
to providing water in different parts of the 
colony. In such places as \Varwick, Too­
woomba, and Ipswich they were obliged to 
mise water b:v steam at conHiderable expenoe, 
w·herea~ in Brisbane it cost next to nothing. He 
might state that he knew that in lpowich people 
paid :to much as from 20 to 25 per cent. on the 
c:tpital Y:>lne of their property fur W<~ter-oupply, 
which was a great tax on the people. He hoped 
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the Government wonlcl act npon the suggestion he 
had made, and would provide water in all places 
where it was required. The Premier himself knew 
settled districts where water wns as scarce as on 
the prairies of the C{orth-we~;t. On the Darling 
Downs there was a Yery bad wnter supply. The 
Trcasnrershonld bear those facts in mind when he 
\Vas considering how to appropriate that £24;"),000, 
or wlmtever it w>ts. He hoped the hon. gentle­
man would take the hint ::md not devote the money 
to roa.dR and bridges among his own supp&ters, 
hut deal it out fairly. Let him hand the money 
m·er to him CMr. Thorn), and he woulcl under­
take to provide water wherever it was required. 
·with regard to the British-Inrlia J\Iail Service 
he thought the Premier had talked bunkum ; he 
had not understood him, and he should like to 
know who had. If he recollected aright the 
rule made by the Imperial <>overnment wns that 
they would deliver letters free at certain points 
for all the colonies. They were delivered free 
by the Indian boats as far as Galle, and 
by the Chinese boats as far as Singapore, and 
the Imperitll G-overnment were not likely to 
go the roundabout way ronnel Gibraltar when 
they could get letters so much quicker. X or 
was the Imperial Government likely to submit 
to the Premier's dictation for a differential 
rate. \Vhy could not the Premier look 
at the matter from an Australian point 
of view-soar a little higher than he had 
tlone, and try to please the mercantile com­
munity more G'ipecin.lly ? The hon. gentleman 
ought to withdra,w the letters he had sent to 
the Imperial Office on this suhject. It was 
quite po:-:sible, with ;.;nch vesselH as the new 
steanwr "Austral.'' that letters could he sent that 
way from Bri.,!Jane to London, and replies 
received before a letter sent by the British­
Incli:J. steamers reached London. An eight­
knot service \vas not sufficient n.s a 1nail Bervice, 
lmt it 1night do fur a. cargo service. The Premier 
intended it to be a mail service, and they were 
told that it was to become a fast service ; but it 
was just the san1e no\v as it wa~ in the lJeginning, 
and there was more contention now than there 
was then. He did not believe that any fines 
\\'ere imposed on the con1pany fnr not keeping 
up to time. He again hoped that the Premier 
would withdraw his obnoxious proposals to the 
Imperial Govermnent, and not exa.ct differential 
rates. \Vith regard to the Transcontinental Rail­
way, he was opposed to it, and he did not believe 
that they would ever hear anything more of it. 
He had heard from London that the Premier wa8 
bound to keep bith with General Feilding; but 
it would all end in smoke-the Premier had not 
the lea-;t idea of bringing the question on. Jie \Vas 
astoni8hed that the hon. gentleman had tried to 
rlecei ve a geutletnan of General J:1,eilding's stmnp. 
He noticed that the Govermnent proposed to 
make a line from Hockhampton to Port Alma. 
If Rn, all he conlcl say was that it would be the 
death-knell of llockhampton. He wondered the 
people of Hockhampton were not alarmed, and 
that the members for that town did not see that 
its interests were about to be jeopardised. He 
had predicted that there would he a waste of 
1noney in clearing the riYer, and so there had 
been, as was the case in the Bremer and Brisbane 
Rivers. He could cut a channel that would be 
snfficient for all purposes for loss money than 
had been wasted on the Fitzroy. Then, a" to the 
port of J\laryborough, he contended that 'fin 
Can Bay was the proper port instead of Hervey's 
Btty. The \Vide Bay bar should be deepened, 
and the harbour made insirle the bar, instead of 
vessels having to go ronnd Break Sea Spit. If 
the har was removed the mail steamers might 
then enter. 

Mr. H. P ALJ\IER (Maryborough): Why did 
you not think of that when in office? 

1882-n 

Mr. THORK said he always thought of it, but 
it had never been brought under his notice. 
There might be a magnificent port at Mary­
borough, and he hoped the member for the 
district would be alive to the fact. The Gov­
ernment ought not to neglect this work ; nor 
ought they to neglect important works at Towns­
ville. If a Liberal Ministry had been in power 
there would have been a good jetty there long ago. 
The Minister for vVorks was member for Towns­
ville, and yet he was the sole cause of the jetty 
there not being completed. The Government 
hnd deceived the people in the North, or they 
would have given Townsville a jetty. Instead 
of that, the money had been wasted in Hoss 
Creek. Townsville was the most important 
town in the colony next to Brisbane, and he 
thought the GoYernment oug-ht not to neglect it. 
He hoped members of the House would not 
a:o,ont to the proposal that the line be constructed 
by a private company or person, with the ex­
ample of the Hobson Bay line before them. As 
was rightly sttid by the leader of the Opposition, 
the line between Rockhampton and l'ort Alma 
would be the best paying hit of line in the 
colony, and if the proposal were entertained 
the owners of the private line would reap 
the benefit of the whole traffic. It was also 
stated in the Speech that-

" 'l'he Public 1-rorks of the colony have been very much 
rctar(lcd by the extraordinary and unprecedented de­
mand for labour in every part of the colony. ::\Iy 
Covernment have taken exceptional steps to increase 
immigration; and to :mplJlr the existing dmnand no 
efforts on their part will be sparcd.' 1 

\Vhose fault was that? It was the fault of the 
Government, who, during the first part of their 
reign, turned hundreds-he might say thousands 
-of skilled workmen out of the colony, including· 
some of the best men from the best workshops in 
London. The majority went over the border, 
and others by sea route to the other colonies, 
where they soon occupied leading positions­
many of them as foremen and overseers. Those 
were the men driven out of the colony, and the 
Government had only themselves to blame. 
Then he found it stated :-

,, r_j'he low cost at which railways have been lately 
constrnctecl. and the increased settlrment in the various 
districts of the colony, will, I think, justify my ::\Iinisters 
in ~mbmitting to you during the session proposals tor 
the construction of several lines." 

\Vith regard to the "low cost" he would warn 
the Minister for \Vorks to look out. Some of 
the low-cost lines would most likely become very 
dear in the end. He had J etters-which he would 
show to the :Minister for Works-from engineers 
in the Korth, complaining that the hon. gentle­
man had taken u r on himself to allow ash or 
poplar to be used for sleepers instead of hard­
wood. The timber substituted was inferior, and 
only lasted from twelve to eighteen months; but 
becan;;e it was cheap it was allowed to be used. 
He was informed tha,t the works were suspenderl 
for a time because the engineer and his fore­
men would not allow the timber to go in. 

The MIXISTEH. :FOR WORKS: It is not 
true. 

Mr. THORX said he would show the letter to 
the hon. member, who ought to see that none 
but the best material was used. The hon. mem­
ber should not be Traffic ::VIanager, Locomotive 
Superintendent, and Minister for Jlilines alto­
gether, as was stated by the Premier last night. 
He did not think it necessary to say anything 
more on the Address in Heply ; and as for the 
coolies, he would be prepared to speak on that 
question when the proper time arrived. 

The ATTOENEY-GEKERAL (Mr. Pope 
Cooper) said he did not rise with any desire to add 
anything to the debate, which had become very 
dreary, but to make a brief explanation about 
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n, matter mentioned by the hon. member for 
Toowomnba on the subject of friendly societies. 
The hon. member asked whether any reports 
had been laid before him (J\Ir. Cooper) by the 
Registrar of the Supreme Court, who was the 
Registrar of Friendly Societies, relative to returns 
to be fmnished by those societies ; and to that 
question he (the Attorney.General) answered 
"No." The hon. member (~fr. Groom) pointed 
out that the :Friendly Bocieties Act made pro­
vision that the llegistrar of the District Court 
should be Registrar of Friendly Societies, and 
he also mentioned what were his duties. Now, 
the duties of the Reg·istrar of the Supreme Court 
were contained in the 8th section of the :Friendly 
Societies Act, which enacted that the Registmr 
should-

" Prepare and en use to he circulated for the use of 
societies model forms of accounts, balance-sheets, and 
valuations. 

" Collect from the returns under this Act an<l from 
other sources, and publish and circul~Lte either generally 
or in any particular district, or otherwise make known 
such information on the subjeet of the statistics of life 
and sickness, and the application thereof to the busi­
ness of friendly societies, and from time to time publish 
generally or in 1mrticular districts such particulars of 
their returns and valmt tions, and such other informa­
tion useful to the member of or to persons intcrcstc(l in 
the friendly or other societies rcgh;tered, or which 
might be registered under this Act, as the Registrar 
shall from time to time think tit. 

"Cause to be constructed and published tables for the 
payment of sums of money on death, in sickness, or old 
age, or on any other contingency forming the subject of 
an assurance authorised under this Act 'vhich may 
appear to lJe calculable. l)rovided, nevertheless, that the 
adoption of such 1t~blcs by any society shall 1Je 
optional. 

"The Registrar shall every year lay hefore the 
Governor a report of his proeeedings, rmd of the principal 
matters transacted by him, and of the valuations 
returned to or caused to be 1nade by him during the 
year preceding.'' 

That Act was copied from one in force in Victoria. 
Mr. GRIFFITH: No; it is founded on the 

English Act. 
The ATTOlcNEY-GEXIUlAL said that, 

whether it waH founded on the English Act or 
on the Act in force in Victoria, the individual 
who was required to perform the dnties thrown 
on the Registrar was an officer who had the 
appliances in his office to carry out the duties. 
But the Hegistrar of the Snpreme Court had no 
such appliances. He was not a skilled accounbnt 
or a statist, and he had not the machinery for 
doing the work thrown upon him by the Act, 
and the consequence was that the duties were 
not performed. In fact, they never had been 
performed under the several Attorneys-General 
who h:td held office since the Act c~me into 
force in the colony. 'l'he hon. the leader of the 
Opposition had helu ofHce since the Act was 
passed, yet he had not seen that the provision was 
carried out. The member for JY[oreton was 
Attorney-General for some time, but he did not 
see the provision carried out-neither did Mr. 
Malbon Thompson, Mr. ,Justice Pring, or J\Ir. 
Beor ; in fact, that was why no retnrns had ever 
been laid before the House relative to those 
societies. 

Mr. NORTON said he would detain the 
House for only a short time, in orrler to refer to 
one or two subjects in connection with the debate. 
He was surprised at the remarks that fell from 
the Premier last night with regard to the rail­
way management. Knowing the determination 
of the Minister for \Vorks, and the way he went 
at hard work without hesitation, he harl hoped 
that a reform would have been effected in his 
department before now. But it appeared that 
the Minister for \Vorks had tried his best and 
could not work a reform. He did not believe 
that the hon. gentleman would listen to such a 

word as' 'can't"; and between the statement made 
by the Premier and that made by the h<m. 
member for Korthern Downs, the matter became 
confusing. 'The PrCluier said that, ho\vever n1uch 
the ~Iinister might tq to carry out reforms, he 
\va:.;; deterred front doing so by his :;ubordinates ; 
while the hon. member for Northern Downs-he 
did not know how far the statement could be 
trusted-said that the reason wa,; bec,use the 
Minister tried to be C\'erything himself. He 
(11r. Norton) thought the Premier went a little 
too far : he did not think the department 
could be in such n, disorganised state as 
might be inferred from the statements 
made. At the same time, there were 
matters which demanded some sort of reform. 
A short time ago he came by train from Too­
woomba to Brisbane, and while at Ipswich he 
witnessed a moHt disreputable scone on the 
platform. The conduct of two drunken men was 
so gross and disgusting, and that of the stutionw 
master so \\'eak, that he (Mr. N 01·ton} felt himself 
bound to make a formal complaint. Kcxt 
morning, after his arri vu.l in Brisbane, he 'vent 
to the Railway Department and made a formal 
cmnplaint to the gentle1nan acting for Mr. 
Herbcrt, who was absent at the time. He 
1nentionod the nmnes of two gentlen1en who 
travelled in the same carriage, and undertook to 
obtain their evidence in the matter, but wm• 
told that his own word was sufficient. He did 
not know whether the complaint had rectched 
the J\Iinister for \Vorks, who was away from 
town at the time, but he (Mr. Korton) had 
never hettrd of it since, and he mentioned the 
n1atter 1unv to bring it under the hon. gentle­
man's notice, becauHe he did not intend to let it 
re,;t. The leader of the OppoHition, in speaking 
of the Stanthorpe line, stated, as a reason for 
its being carried on at once, that the New South 
\V ales Government had called for tenders for 
their line to the border. 

::\Ir. GTliJ<':FITH : To Tenterfield. 

Mr. NORTON said the hon. member first 
said to the border, and afterwanls corrected 
himself. But they might say, in a general 
way, that the queensland line ran to the 
border now, becau::;e it ran a great deal nearer 
the border than 'l'entcrfield was to the border 
on the other side. The distance from Stan­
thorpe to Tenterfield was forty miles, and 
he knew the road woll. The border was only 
four or five mil0' from the n1ilwav from Stau­
thorpe, or where the railway would be; and if 
the New South \Vales line were completed to 
rreuterfield, the Queensland Uovernn1ent 'vould 
have ample time to call for tenders for a line to 
the border, and have it completed as soon as the 
New South \Vales Government had theirs com­
pleted. The country on the (~neensland side of the 
border wtts mnch easier t.han that on the other 
side, on which occmTBd seveml abrupt mnges. 
Before leaving· the subject of railways it might 
be a;; well-though he did not intend to say 
much now-to refer to the overland railways, or 
rather to the proposed ctgreement with the syndi­
cate to carry the line overland to the Gulf of 
Carpentaria. He was not one who felt very 
strongly on that subject. At the time the Pre­
liminary Bill was pttssed through the House he 
expressed his sentiments pretty plainly, and he 
had not seen any reason to change his Yiews very 
n1aterially, and, tl1erefore, it 'vas unnecessary for 
him to dwell on the subject. \Vhen the proper time 
arrived he should be prepared to speak fully on 
it, and act in accordance with his convictionH. 
\Vith regard to the construction of private lines, 
ho thought hon. members on the other side had 
scarcely dealt fairly with the Premier. Instance., 
had been brought forward where n1i1·nnann.gen1ent 
had been the rule in connection with lJl'i vate 
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lines in other colonies, more especially in Victoria 
and Tasmani[t. He believed there had been a 
gre<:tt deal of Ini~nnanagenl8nt, but hon. rnembers 
when referring to the subject mig·ht have remem­
bered that there was, in one colony at least, an 
instance of a private line being highly successful. 
He referre<l to the Denili(\uin and Moama Rail­
way, which he understood had been the cheapest 
ancl most payable line yet constructed in the 
colonies. He coulcl not speak positively, but 
from the reports that he hacl received there was 
every reason to believe that such was the case. 
In connection with that matter he might say 
that the terrible accident in Victoria which had 
been referred to, although it took place on a line 
which was constructed by a private company, was 
not owing to the bad construction of the line, as 
the hon. junior n1mnber for Enoggera had said, 
but to the defective rolling-stock which the 
Government of Victoria used months after they 
had taken over the line from the company. The 
bad construction had nothing at all to do with it, 
and if it had the Government had been in posses­
sion of the line so long that they ought either to 
have repaired any defects which existed or stop 
the trains from running. Here was the quotation 
he referred to from the speech of the hon. m em­
ber for Enoggm·a (::\fr. Rutledge) :-

" 1Yhat did they see in Yictori::t r It wns in that colonv 
'vllere the only disastrous railway accident had takei1 
place for many years, and he did not think there was any 
dt~Hire to imitate them. Iu addition to that, )lr. Bent, 
the J.Iinister for ltailwavs, had had a SlWCession of 
actions by )Jersons injnreLi. in these accidents, and .such 
a state of things had existed that lately one of the 
oflicials, in his cviclcnce, stated that \V hen he examined 
the rolling·-stock on the snbnrh:u1 lines; his blood r'an 
cold. 'l'hose were the sort of l'Csults they got from pri­
vate enterprise." 

Now, it was perfectly absurd to refer to private 
enterprise as the result of that accident, for it 
was shown that it had nothing to do with it. 

1\fr. RUTLEDGE said that was not quite a 
correct report, as what he said was that, if that 
was the result derivable from the Government 
taking over railway \vorks from private corn­
panics, private companies ought to leave railway 
construction alone. 

Mr. NOR TON said that the explanation of the 
hon. member did not alter th~ facts of the case 
at all. He did not remember one single instance 
where an accident of any importance had occurred 
on a private line, and, as he had pointed out, the 
example set by the Deniliquin line was such as any 
Government might imitate. If the line was well 
and economically conducted, it was one of those 
cases that the (~overnment could with advan­
tage imitate. Private enterprise had nothing 
to do with the Victorian affair, else why had 
the actions been brought against Mr. Bent, the 
Commissioner of Hail ways? The whole affair was 
the fault of the Government, or of their officials ; 
and, even if the same rolling-stock had been used 
by the private company, there was not the 
slightest excuse for the Government, when they 
took the line over, not renewing the rolling-stocli. 
Reference had also been made to the line from 
Rnckhampton to Port Alma. He dared say 
some hon. members imagined that he objected 
to the proposals of the company to construct 
that line. He did not do so at all. He had 
pointed out some time ago that the works on 
the Fitzroy River ought to be suspended, with a 
view of carrying out a railway from Hockhamv­
ton to Gladstone. If that line was ever carried 
out-and he had not the slightest doubt that it 
would be in a very short time-it was not likely 
that he would object to it, and he did not object 
to the line going down to Port Alma. He did 
not forget that, in carrying out that line, it 
would be necessary to go in the direction he pro­
posed two years ago. The hon. member for 

Northern Downs-Mr. Thorn-made a very good 
hit when he said the line would be detrimental 
to Rockhampton, as no doubt it would be. He 
was very anxious for the suspension of the works 
on the .Fitzroy River, as he had stated at the time 
they were proposed that they would be an utter 
failure. vVhen up there last year he saw the 
measurements that had been taken of the river, 
and he was bound to admit that, to a certain 
extent, they had been successful. He was told 
by the captain of one of the steamers, who had 
been opposed to the works, that he was obliged 
to admit that, to a certain extent, they had been 
succe,;sful, and that they had in the river a depth 
of 9 feet 6 inched at low water. At that time 
there had not occurred one matter which he had 
pointed out as likely to have a damaging effect 
upon those works ; there had not been a flood of 
any great volume in the river; but lately there 
had been a flood, and when he went to the 
K orthern ports a short time ago he was told by 
the captain of the steamer that the ri Yer was as 
bad as ever. He did not mean to 8ay that he 
meant it was quite as bad, but instead of there 
being 9 feet (j inches of water there was only 
4 feet 6 inches. He had also heard from other 
sources that the floocl ha<l formed mud-banks 
near the wharves. He did not know what the 
effect would be, but, at any rate, what he had 
foreseen had been carried out, and the works had 
been suspended. He proposed that in place of 
those works a railway should be constructed 
from Rockhampton to Port Curtis. That line 
wa8 not to be constructed at once, but he thought 
that in all probability, from what he had heard, 
it would be constructed about half-way to where 
he wanted to see it; and when that was accom­
plished he would take his chance of getting the 
whole distance. The hon. member for Hock­
hampton (Mr. Ferguson) had referred, like a 
good mrrny others, in very high terms to Port 
Alum. He believed a ship could go there at any 
tide, but there were two things required to 
constitute a good harbour. There must not only 
be plenty of water, but there must be good land 
in the neighbourhood. In this instance they had 
the water, but no land. The water was sur­
rounded by mangrove mud-flats for miles, and 
at the back of that there were plains. He was 
sure the hon. Colonial Treasurer, when he was 
owner of Haglan Station, remembered putting 
up a fence along· that marine flat to make a pad­
dock. That fence ran along the Port Curtis and 
ltockhampton road, and he (Mr. Norton) remem­
bered at the time tluct it was the wonder of the 
people that the hon. gentleman did not put it a 
little higher up, as, if there were any heavy floods 
such as had taken pbce previously, the cattle 
would not have been able to find a dry place. 
The whole country for miles around was sub­
ject to inundations; and if the railway was con­
structed there he believed that it would be found 
necessary to take it up again. \Vith regard to 
the effect it would have on Rockhampton, it was 
not to be supposed that the people who lived up 
the line would consent to their goods going into 
Hockhampton simply to be handled by Rock­
hampton merchants and levied toll upon. It was 
probable that, if that line was carried out, stores 
and shops would be built along the line at 
Emerald and elsewhere, and the dealers C<Juld 
act as well as the men in Rockhampton for the 
people in the neighbourhood. The goods they 
required could be landed on the wharf at Port 
Alma, put in the train, and taken away to 
Emerald, or wherever it might be; and, instead of 
Rockhampton rf•aping the lJenefit, they would 
find that the goods passed by there altogether. 
And not only that, but other people woulcl 
establish themselves along the line, and wonl<l 
take the business for themselves. He knew the 
cry would then be that the port was of no use, 
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and that they could not have their stores and 
offices there; that it was a mistake to put them 
there at all, and that they should go to some 
place where there was room for building. He 
did not pretend to have any prophetic fore­
sight as to the future, but when that Bill came 
before the House he should not be one to oppose 
it. ·whether it was desirable that it should be 
carried out by a private company or by the Gov­
ernment was not a C[uestion with regard to which 
he was prepared to speak now. There were 
some reasons why he would rather see it carried 
out by the Government, and some why he 
would rather see it made by private enterprise. 
With regard to the mail service, he was glad that 
one hon. member on the other sicle of the Hou.se 
had the courage to speak up for it-that was the 
hon. member for Toowoomba (Mr. Groom). 
If hon. members were prepared to do justice to 
other parts of the colony than Brisbane, they 
must admit that the service had been successful, 
not merely as a trading service, but as a mail 
service. He did not say it could not be improved, 
or that it could not be faster than it was ; but 
there was not one town from Keppel Bay north­
wards that had not benefited by it as a mail 
service. At Rockhampton the time was about the 
same as other routes. North of that the benefit 
was greater, and, when the number of people 
who were settling in theN orthern towns was con­
sidered, he thought anyone who took a reasonable 
view of the case was bound to admit that, what­
ever might be the cost, the service was a great 
benefit to the colony generally. Reference had 
been made to the immigrants brought out by 
that line. One hon. member objected to it 
because three people had died by sunstroke, 
but many people had died from sunstroke in 
Sydney and Melbourne. Then it was re .. 
presented that some of those who came were not 
satisfied to stop in Queensland, and said it was 
too hot for them, and raised other objections. 
But it had always been so; there were complaints 
continually that immigrants were going away to 
the southern colonies in dozens and hundreds. 
The object in bringing in1migrants out here was 
not for the Government to employ them, but that 
they should find employment for themselves. If 
they were brought out simply that the Govern­
ment might employ them, they had better stop 
away ; but since the public did not employ them 
there was no inducement for them to stay. The 
Government complained that there was a dearth 
of labour, and it was said that they ought to 
have foreseen that .and introduced immig-rants 
in larger numbers. If they had foreseen that, 
they would have done so probably. If they had 
foreseen capital pouring in from the southern 
colonies in hundreds and thousands of pounds, 
and seen gentlemen in Victoria and New South 
Wales buying up all the runs in the market, and 
the rush there had been for land in the K orth, 
they would have seen that a larger amount of 
labour would have been required. It was all 
very well to say that they should have seen that, 
but they could not always see things. There was 
not one hon. member there who could say that he 
foresaw it, and that if he had been in a position to do 
so he would have made arrangements accordingly. 
\Vhen the present Government first came into 
office they stopped immig-ration, as immigrants 
were coming out in large numbers and could not 
get employment, and the result was that there 
was a good deal of grumbling and discontent, 
and they flocked to the southern colonies ; in 
fact, it was useless bringing out in1n1i­
grants when there was such depression in the 
colony that they could not get employment. 
They ought to have seen that that would have 
occurred, but they did not. The colony lost, 
most undoubtedly, where immigrants were 
brought out at the expense of the colony and 

then were not wanted. That was of far more 
consef[uence than the absence of labour, which 
was not foreseen, and which could hardly have 
been foreseen. ·with regard to the differential 
postage duties, if the colony proposed to l1ave 
them he could not see why the Government at 
home should not consent to them. Queensland 
would not be the only colony that had done 
so. In N ~ Zealand, in Tas1nania, he be­
lieved, and also, if he was not mistaken, in 
South Australia, for some time they had 
been adopted. Under the ci1·cumstances he 
thought the Government were C[Uite right in 
imposing thmn here. In regard to private letter~, 
it mattered very little whether they were a fort­
night sooner or later in delivery, or which way 
they went home. ]'or himself, he knew that it 
mattered little whether he got his private lettem 
now or a few days hence. To business men it 
was no doubt of importance; but what was the 
tax put upon business men, except perhaps a few 
pounds in the whole year. \Vas that all they 
were complaining of? ·when the Premier pointed 
out on the previous evening the object of those 
duties he (Mr. Norton) did not know whether 
the hon. gentleman made himself clear to 
hon. members. But he was f[uite sure that if 
they took up the htst Post Office Heport they . 
would find statements in it giving the clearest 
eA.planation possible. He had had discussions on 
the subject, and was not only convinced himself, 
but had heard others who had spoken to him 
acknowledge that their complaints were, to a 
large extent, unfounded, and that, instead of 
blaming the Government here, the blame rested 
on the Imperial authorities. That was his own 
opinion and that of many others who had once 
blamed the Government here. He had one 
other remark to make with regard to tlw com­
mercial aspect of the mail contract. The hon. 
member for :B:noggera (Mr. Rutledge) had made 
some rather peculiar remarks upon it, which he 
would f[uote. The hon. gentleman said:-

"Ho {.J.ll'. Rutlcdgel did not want to depreciate the 
carg-o service to the X orthcrn ports ; and if it wm; to 
meet thB jnst demands of those vorts, 110 donht it wa~ n 
good service. But he took it that before rn~my mont11:-:; 
'verc passed the Brisbane merchants would be able to 
tell about the results of the cargo ~ervice as far ns they 
were concerned. The fact was that the service wonltl 
diminish by about one-third the trade done with the 
storekeepers in the Xorthern port g. They -were becoming­
direct importers; and while they paid cash to the 
}~nglish manufacturers, the Brisbane house-; would have 
to take l)~qwr for goods sent to the )iorth; and 'vhen 
those northern people re(tnired accommmlation tl1e 
Brisbane merchants would have to find it." 

Hon. members would note the expression " jnRt 
demands." If the hon. member went up the 
coast and visited smne of the ri:;;,ing to\vns he 
would be astonished at the progTes" they had 
made. He (l'dr. Korton) thought that, in.stead 
of the Northern ports having to come and aek 
accommodation from the Bri"bane merchant, if 
they went on long as they were doing now they 
would in a very few years be able to dictate to 
the Brisbane merchant as to the terms on which 
the.y would have anything to do with them. 
Th1s might seem a bold remark to make, bnt 
during the recess he had paid a visit to Cook­
town. He did not go to l\J:,wkay, but he went 
to every other port on the way. The prosperity 
that existed all along the coast would hardly 
be credited in Brisbane by Jmople who hacl 
not been up there. He was aware that when 
the mail service started there was an idea that 
it would interfere with the trade of the 
southern part of the colony, but the result 
had been the very op]""ite. Rince the 
mail service had started every ship had brought 
cargoes for the K orthern towns, and each ship 
larger cargoes ; but, notwithstanding that, 
steamers came from the South still full, and the 
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companies had to put on extra ships to enable 
then1 to carry their X orthcrn cargoes, and even 
then they could not carry it all. Apltrt from 
that, on every steamer he had travelled in he 
found that at every port commercial travellem 
got in while others got out. They even some­
times composed half the travellers on a 
steamer. 'l'hey were not commercial travellers 
from homo, but from Brisbane, Sydney, and 
l\Ielbourne, and tlmt they did business was 
amply shown by their coming in such large 
munbers, and by the satisfaction they ex­
pressed at the treatment they recei Ycd and the 
success they met with as far as remuneration 
went. Their trade had not only increased, 
largely but was still increasing, and would in­
crease; and if Brisbm1e, or Brisbane merchants, 
did suffer by the establishment of the mail service, 
all he could say was, if the merchants in Sydney 
and :Melbourne were alret>dy sending immense 
CJUantities of cargo to these ports, why could not 
Jlrisbane do the sr1me? If Brisbane could not 
do it, the sooner she was blotted out the better, 
and the merchants with it, perhaps. He had 
S[JOken of the profitable trade of the Northern 
towns. To what had they to attribute that pros­
perity largely but to the desire exhibited by 
:-lnuthern capitalists to get a footing in the colony? 
Some honourable members said that the land 
ought not to be given up, but ought to be reserved 
tcml solrl to selectors in small pieces~in such 
;;nmll pieces that they could work it themselves. 
Hon. member,; seemed to luwc an idea that the 
land they were sveaking about was a little penin­
sub, t1nd that they were talking about one small 
scrub which ought to be cut up into small blocks. 
They seemed to forget that there were millions 
upon millions of acres that were of no earthly 
n~e but for Hugar-growing or smne other kind of 
tropical agriculture, and which were now only 
inhabited by hordes of blacks. Those blocks of 
land were useless until the scrub was cleared, 
and the ideas of the hon. gentlemen on the sub­
ject were absurd. And what did it all amount 
to? Time after time they heard that what they 
wanted in the colony \Vas rnen con1ing frorn 
hmne, or frmn the other colonieH, bringing 
ca]Jital with them. But now these men 
had come it was said they must not 
lmve the land, but that the land must 
be reserved for people to take up~in 10 
or 12 acre lots he supposed, or 100 acres at 
the outside. By so doing the prosperity of the 
Xorth would be retarded, and the Brisbane 
u10rchant, he supposed, n1ight continue to exercise 
a great influence on the Xorthorn districts. 
"\Vas it to be supposed for a moment that the 
people in the North would put up with that? In 
every boat he had travelled in, and every town 
he had visited, he met men with capital to invest 
which they htld broug-ht from the other colonies. 
"\V ere they to prefer the people who came out 
from home to those \\-howere already here, accli­
Inatised, able to go to\vork at once~ ready to invest 
their cr1pital, and who were sure to become goocl 
colonists? The thing was an absurdity. It was 
true that if the Government could have seen the 
rush there was going to be for the bnd they might 
htwe got higher prices for it. VVhen it was seen, 
and when it was noticed that speculntion was being 
indulged in, then the land was withdrawn from 
sale, and the price increased very materially. 
Jlnt, in spite of that, the men would come; and 
were they to be told that they were not the men 
that were wanted, but rather men from 
borne \Vho knew nothing about Rngar-growing? 
And, depend upon it, the voices of those 
new-comers would be heard just as loudly before 
many years were past as the voices of residents 
in the southern portion of the colony. He 
dwuld not at that time refer to the Coolie f[Ues­
tion. It was mixed up with the queotion of 

the land in a very decided manner. He had no 
interest in sugar lands, or sugar-growing in any 
way. He had expressed his sentiments with 
regard to the employment of black labour pretty 
decidedly before that night. He detested it, and 
would rather avoid having anything to do with 
sugH .. r-grovdng if, in order to carry it out, he 
were bound to employ that kind of labour. 
Although he held those opinions, he should not 
t1llow himself to be so influenced by his own 
views or his own prejudices as to say that no 
other man in the colony should be allowed to 
employ coloured labour under any circumstances 
whatever. It was to some extent because he 
held strong opinions and was only partly informed 
on the subject that he had undertaken his recent 
trip to the North ; and he had there leamed 
much that would enable him when the right time 
came to express his views more strongly than he 
could otherwise have done. As the subject was 
likely to come on for discussion shortly he need 
not refer to it at gn';oter length at present. He 
had a word to say, however, with reference to two 
of the amended Bills mentioned as likely to be 
brought forward this session. VVith regard to 
the Bill to amend the Pastoral Leases Act of 
18Gll, the hon. member for Enoggera (Mr. 
Hutledge) said the Government were very ready 
to bring in any measure for the protection of 
their sf[uatting friends. That hon. member was 
probably not aw:tre when he made the remark 
that the lands included under that Bill were 
lying idle and bringing in no rent whatever. 
People could use them as they were doing now, 
and the State could demand no rent what­
ever. Had the hon. member been aware of 
that fact he would probably not have referred 
to the Bill as he did on the previous night. 
The other Bill he would allude to was the 
Bill to Amend the Settled Districts Pastoral 
Leases Act of 187G. He had himself intro­
duced a short Bill on the subject last year, 
and he was very glad to see that the Gov­
ernment had taken the matter up. His only 
regret was that it was not placed higher on the 
list, and he hoped that though h1st there it 
would not be the last Bill to be brought forward. 
As he had stated last year, the effect of the Act 
of 18/o had been to drive all labour from the set­
tled districts. Personally he never spent one 
shilling more than he could help on the Crown 
lands held by him on lease, and dozens of other 
lessees acted in the same way. Only two days 
ago a gentleman told him that if the Bill became 
law, and a:1y sort of tenure were given, he 
would put up ten miles of fencing at once. The 
lessees in the settled districts at the present 
time had to pay enormously high rents, and 
had no tenure. At the end of five years their 
runs were put up to auction, and they were 
apt to be blackmailed by anyone if they 
desired to retain them. The runs in the settled 
districts were therebv made unsaleable, whilst 
those in the outside districts realised large for­
tunes for the owners. He regarded it as one of 
the most iniquitous Acts that had ever been 
passed. "\Vi thin the last few days he had heard 
of one case where a gentleman whose run had 
been forfeited wished to buy back at the auction 
sale. He had hetlrd that a mnn had been looking 
over the run who intended to run the price up ; 
and he knew that he must either be run up or 
pay blackmail. If the lessee went out he would 
be at enormous loss, because it would be impos­
sible for him, under the Act, to remove his stock 
in time, except at great expense. The result was 
that he made an arrang-ement by which he paid 
the nmn £50. The effect of such an Act was 
utterly demoralising, nnd he was glad that steps 
were to be taken to amend it. 

l\Ir. l\IAC:FARLANE said he should only 
occupy the time of the House by referring to 
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one or two points. With regard to the British­
India Mail Service, he would point out that the 
opposition to the service that came from the 
Opposition side of the House was not so much to 
the mail service as to the particular service to be 
employed. Hon. members considered that it was 
too slow for the amount of money to be paid. 
As one who had participated in the advantages, 
he could testify to the usefulne•s of the service 
as a freight service ; and it had also proved a 
success as an immigration service. Seeing that 
the colony was paying £55,000 a year to the com­
pany, and the Government were supplying them 
with immigrants, and the merchants were patro­
nising them so well, he thought it might be 
possible to make are-arrangement by which a part 
of the subsidy now paid should be devoted to 
obtaining a quicker mail service. Both North and 
South would then be benefited. Another ad­
vantage might be obtained for the colony if the 
supply of coal for the steamers were obtained 
from the pits of the colony. Granting that the 
steam-producing quality of the Queensland 
coal was not quite equal to that of the 
Newcastle coal, it was not right that the colony 
should be denied the profit of supplying 
the coal because if it were used the steamers 
would have to carry a few extra tons. If the 
coal were obtained here hundreds of miners 
would be employed, and the colony would reap 
an advantage which now accrued to New South 
\V' ales. He could understand the matter if it 
were true, as he had been told, that a very near 
relation of the Postmaster-General was either a 
partner or~manager, or had some interest, in the 
company that now supplied coal to the mail 
steamers. He had expressed his views on the 
Transcontinental Railway when the Preliminary 
Railway Bill was before the House, and it was 
not needful for him to recapitulate them. 'l'he 
matter appeared to him to be in a nutshell. If 
the Government would survey along the proposed 
route the quantity of land they were willing to 
give to a syndicate, and sell it by auction or 
lease it on long terms, they would get sufficient 
money to make the line, and when made it would 
belong to the Government. 'l'he present Govern­
ment were, however, so fond of big things, and 
things benefiting a few at the expense of the 
many, that they preferred to give the land 
away rather than make the line themselves. 
\Vith regard to the management of the railways 
of the colony, he was inclined to think it was not 
what it ought to be. The Minister for Works, 
whilst working hard and doing the best he could 
for his department, appeared to take into his 
hand low and insignificant matters which should 
he left to the officers of the department. By 
delegating to others some of those little things, 
the hon. gentleman would have more time to 
devote to the higher and nobler branch of the 
department over which he presided. On a recent 
occasion three or four persons were disabled on 
account of an accident caused by the break­
ing down of a truck which was being taken 
to the works at Ipswich for repairs. In 
such case it would have been better to send 
the damaged truck by luggage train instead 
of attaching it to a passenger train and 
thereby endangering the lives of the passengers. 
Had it gone by the luggage train, as it ought to 
have done, very likely but little damage wouhl 
htwe ensued. He was afraid there would be 
many more breakdowns very soon. Many of the 
trucks made under the new system had proved 
great failures. He had been informed by per­
sons who ought to know that some of the trucks 
made during the last two years had cost more 
for repairs than trucks which had been running 
upon the line for the last ten years. There wO:s 
evidently bad management somewhere. The 
machinery in the shops was standing idle, and 

the foremen were comparatively idle because the 
Minister for vVorks had chosen to aclopt a new 
sy~tem. That Minister had quite sufficient power 
to prevent the mismanagement that had taken 
place, and he (Mr. Macfarlane} hoped he would 
exercise it. On the subject of coolie immigra­
tion he would only at present observe that the 
Premier himself appeared to have been con­
verted to black labour, for he had not alwayB 
been in favour of it. He even believed that the 
Premier was not really in favour of it now. 
vVhat, then, had forced· him to stand up for it? 
In the session of 1877, during the debate on the 
Polynesian Labourers Bill, the Premier declared 
that he believed the country would be far better 
if there was not a black man in it, and that the 
contact with Polynesians in the interior had 
tended to the great deterioratio'! of white 
labour. The hon. gentleman also sarcl-

" If black men were tali:en off the plantations to~ mor­
row the white man could put such a price on l1is sugar 
product by reason of the import dut~y that it would 
actually pay him. He (Jlr. l\Iellwraith) had always 
been a protectionist, and he believed the 1irst protection 
've would have in this colony would be to protcet the 
farmer, among others, by doing something tlmt would 
discourage an inferior class of labour from competing 
with them/' 

Those views had apparently changed materially 
since 1877. As the subject would come up 
again, he would make no further renmrks 
upon it at present. The :Minister for Lands hac! 
it in his power to clo a work for the colony 
possessed by none of his colleagues. ::\luch 
had been said about large sugar estates, and sell­
ing land in great quantities to capitalists ; and 
the complaint of the Opposition was that simila.r 
energy had not been displayed in the disposal of 
small portions of land to small selectors. He did 
not object to large capitalists and large estates 
-the more of each the better; but why could 
they not have the two working side by side-the 
men of small means and the men of large means? 
The Minister for Lands had it in his power to do 
a great work fHr the men of small means. But 
that Minister had run away from his work 
twice ; and he feared that if he went away 
a third time, and another storm arme, the 
sailors would throw him overboard, and there 
might be a great fish there to swallow him up. 
He (lllr. Macfarlane) would suggest to the 
Minister that some of the finest land in different 
districts should be set apart ron,dy for immi­
grants when they arrived. That important pro­
vision had been neglected, not only by the 
present but by all previous Governments. If it 
was begun now a class of people would be settled 
upon the land who would be of great usefulness 
in the colony. He hoped the Minister for Lands 
would see to its being done without further 
delay. Amongst the nineteen Bills promised 
was one for the storage and distribution of water. 
He looked upon that as the Bill of the whole 
nineteen. It was not a party me[lsure, and 
could be easily carried if the Government chose. 
Ifthewholeof the surplus which theTreasmer had 
in his possession were devoted to the storage of 
water, it would be the best thing he could do 
for the colony. The gre>tte,,t good would then be 
done to the greatest number. The only other 
measure to which he would refer was an old 
friend, the Bill to consolidate and amend the law 
relating to the sale of intoxicating liquors. It 
would be very useful to consolidate those laws, 
but, as to amending the liquor traffic, that could 
never be done, and to attempt it would be a 
waste of time. The system was rotten, and to 
amend the liquortraffic was impossible. In Great 
Britain there were over 400 amendments to the 
liquor laws, and the traffic was as bad as ever. 
The only way to amend it was to abolish it. He 
would conclude by saying that if, among the 



Address in Reply. [5 JuLY.] Add1·ess in Reply. 

nineteen BilL;, the Government only succeeded in 
e<-trrying the oue for the conservation of water, 
they would do the best thing that bad ever been 
accomplished for the colony. 

Mr. BROOKE8 said he did not rise to make 
a speech, but simply to introduce himself to the 
Assembly as a new member. There were many 
speakers to follow, and it was desirable to close 
the debate that night; still it seemed to him to be 
his duty to put himself right before the House at 
the earliest possible opportunity. Hon. members 
were aware that he was elected by the constitu· 
ency of North Brisbane mainly on one C(Uestion, 
and that was the Coolie C(Uestion. On that C(Ues­
tion he carried not only anoverwhelmingmajority 
of those who lived by wages, bnt a ~ery la,rge 
number of those whose warehouses and places of 
business would cease to exist if the number of 
those who lived by wages was seriously dimin­
ished. He would say to the Ministry that they 
need have no misunderstanding about him. He 
was there to use all fair and honourable means to 
turn them out. They must clearly understand 
that, while disdaining to use any irnproper means, 
he was there for the express purpose of turning 
them out. 

The l'diNISTKR J<'OR LAKDS : Try it on. 
Mr. BROOKES ~aid that, although he 

laboured under some chsadYantages, yet he pos­
Ressecl one advantage over rnany others. He 
had not the parliamentary experience of some 
hon. members, nor the same <tcC(uaintance with 
the columns of Hans"nl; but he had the advan­
tr.ge of knowing the opinion of the outside public 
of the present Government, and he might at 
once say that every succeeding session increased 
the public distrust of them. J~xcepting on such 
an occasion as the debate on the Address in 
Heply, his remarks might he considered 
irrelevant ; but on such a de bate he could 
;;peak on any subject under the sun. He 
would tell them in a few simple words what 
he thought of the Address. He had lived in 
~lueensland ever since Queensland was a colony, 
and nothing had taken place in Parliament that 
had escaped his observation. He had noticed in 
the Address the old SC(uatting paragraphs and the 
old disregard for the intere,ts of those who 
fnrmecl the large majority of the population. He 
noticed particularly the perpetual recurrence of 
those two terms so familiar in all Australian 
politics-capital and labour; as though they could 
not do anything in this country without bo~rowed 
money. It was a sad state of things, and he 
intended to do his best to put an end to it. He 
believed they ought to make their own money. 
He had also noticed in the speech of the Colonial 
Treasurer-and it was very excusable on the 
part of that hon. gentleman-that he said that 
every irnrnigrant V\rho cun1e here had to \Vork for 
wages for somebody. That was the Australian 
theory-that land must be put up at such a price 
that the new arrival must work for somebody 
unless he was able to po,y the price. 

The COLOXIAL 'rREASURER, in explana­
tion, said the hon. rnernber 'vas n1isquoting hirn, 
though, perhaps, not intentionally. "\Vhat he 
Hn.irl was that 1nen who ca1ne here got high 'vages 
an<! could save money to establish themselves as 
employers of labour, or they could S<we money 
and become independent farmerc;. 

:;\Ir. BIWOKES thought the Hon. the 
Treasurer had made matters ntther worse by 
his explanation. "\Vhat was the position of the 
colony? They did not seem to have arrived at 
the idea of governing the colony, as its adn1ini~­
tration now was perfectly absurd. They hac! an 
immense colony, the gem and JlOar! of all the 
Australian colonies ; and yet, with only 200,000 
people, they were told some little time ago that 

there was a surplus of labour. "\V as not that 
contrary to common sense? Look at the old 
cmmtry and the Continent, and what did they 
see there? They saw a stream of emigration 
such as had not existed since the Irish famine. 
They also saw all kinds of arrangements being 
made to attract people and take them to 
Canada, the Cape of Good Hope, and the 
United States. In the meantime, what was 
being done in this colony? vVhy, the heaviest 
indictment that could be made against the 
colony-and it was an indictment that could 
be made against every Government that had 
existed here-was that it had never seriomly 
undertaken the great paramount question of 
immig-ration. It had been his intention to have 
told the House something about what took place 
when the colony was founded ; but there would 
be an opportunity of doing so on the second 
reading of the Bill to make better provision for 
the regulation of immigration. He did not like 
that phrase, becau•e he believed, as the last 
speaker had said with regard to the LiC(uor 
Dill, that there was no reg-ulating it. He 
had been told by Mr. "\V ard-whose name he 
would be excused for using-that, if there were 
only rational arrangen1ents in }1_:ngland, Queens­
land might at the present time get the pick 
of the agricultural labourers in the south of 
I.;ngland by thousands. vVith regard to the 
lands of the colony, they were dealing with 
them exactly as a spendthrift dealt with 
his e.?tate. The colony was twenty-three years 
of age, and he would ask whether a young 
man twenty-three years of age, with good 
prospects, if he was a spendthrift, was not 
likely to be on a friendly footing with all 
those who had money to lend him ? What 
were they doing with the colony ? They 
were doing exactly what a young spend­
thrift did when, for the sake of having 
reacly money in his pocket, he gave post 
ol,its that would eventually ruin him. As 
he had said before, there would be no 
misunderstanding between himself and the GoY­
ernment as to the position he intended to take 
up. If it had not been that the people of Brisbane 
thoroughly detested the Government he would 
not have been there. During the recent election 
forK orth Brisbane the Government had permitted 
his opponent to canvass the Government offices; 
it was a m0an, shabby advantage to take, yet 
his opponent was a long way behind on the poll, 
and he (Mr. Brookec') was a member of the House. 
He was there to represent the working classes of 
Brisbane fairly and honourably, and yet not them 
alone, but of all the colony: that was his duty. 
If he believed that the Premier was one-tenth as 
clever and astute as he seemed to be, he would have 
to speak with bated breath; but he thoug-ht it was 
beyond what was human for anyone to be half 
as clever as the hon. gentleman made himself 
out to be. As to the Premier's remarks about 
the postal rates, nobody seemed C(uite to under­
stand them. 'rhe hon. gentleman had got him­
self into a mess oYer the matter, though he was 
such a great financier and so clever at figures ; 
in fact, the hon. gentleman never made a greater 
mess in any statement than he had done on the 
previous night in trying to explain that eighteen­
pence. Then, the idea of putting in the Gover­
nor's Speech a complaint against the General 
Post Office. The cheek of him ! Bnt it was 
characteristic of him. If the hon. gentleman 
tried any of it on him he would get as good 
as he gave. He (1Ir. Brookes) had often sat 
in the gallery, and he had noticed that the hon. 
gentleman lmd such influence oYer other hon. 
members that they dared not speak. While he 
(:;\1r. Brookes} was in the House he would listen 
to the hon. gentleman respectfully, and bestow 
the best consideration he could on what he said 3 
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but, at the same time, he should look with great 
suspicion upon everything he did. He should 
suspect there being something underneath every­
thing the hon. gentleman proposed, whether 
it was his Transcontinental Hailway, his Port 
Alma Railway, or his Mail Service; in fact, he 
should suspect that whatever the hon. gentleman 
proposed there was sorrtething hanging to it 
which would be to his own perso'nal adva.n­
tage, or that of his friends and relations. 
If the hon. gentleman thought that the memory 
of the last three years was obliterated from the 
minds of the people of Queensland he was very 
much mistaken; it would remain there as long 
as he lived. It was no use anybody whitewash­
ing him; the legic of facts was against him. 
That was how the matter stood as far as related 
to himself, as the junior member for :North 
Brisbane, and the present Government. Ilespect­
ing the Coolie question his opinions were well 
known, but he would take an opportunity of 
putting them before the House when the Immi­
gration Bill came on for its second reading. 

Mr. BLACK said he felt some diffidence in 
addressing the House after the able mccnner in 
which the hon. member for Port Curtis had 
referred to the several mcctters in the Address, 
but there were a few points upon which he 
should like to speak. He did not intend to 
shirk that question which hon. members on 
the other side seemed so careful to avoid­
viz., the Labor question. He did not know 
why they should be so reticent; probably it 
was because they had not yet matured their 
viewH. At all events they had given him an op­
portunity to lay his views before the House, and 
he should do so in an honest and straightforward 
manner. According to nearly all the members on 
the other side, the Ministry and their supporters 
were monsters of evil, whilot hon. members on the 
Oppo,ition side were angelH of virtue-not quite 
fledged yet. But he would rather be a follower 
of a Ministry which could show an hone,t, 
straightforward surplus of £24ii,OOO on the 
year's transactions, than be a follower of any 
l\linistry that had existed before. That sur­
plus had not been achieved by any doubtful 
rnean::;, such as carrying rrwney forward \Yhich 
stood to the account of Hailway lleserYe" in 
previous year::;, hut \Vas due, in his opinion, to 
the good 1nanagmnent of the Goverrnnent, in 
addition to the great tide of prosperity that had 
lately been flowing into the colony. If the 
result had been different, and a deficiency had 
appeared in the Treasurer's statement, tluit hon. 
gentleman would have been blamed; and it was 
only fair, when he showed such a magnificent sur­
plus, thcct he should get credit for having managed 
the affairs of the colony with ability and success. 
His Excellency had commenced by congratulating 
them on the increased prosperity of the country, 
and he could safely do so; but that the country had 
not suffered from drought, he (Mr. Black) was 
not quite so certain. He believed that it had suf­
fered to a great extent, and he hoped that a large 
portion of the large surplus would be devoted to 
securing water in the far ·west-notably, by 
boring. If the question was once solved as to 
the presence of large supplies uf water by 
boring artesian springs, the value of the 
\V estern lands would be enormously increased ; 
and the consequence would be that the Crown 
tenants, though holding their land on long 
leases, would be prepared to make a considerable 
addition to the revenue in the shape of assessments. 
\Vith regard to the immigration service, the Ieccder 
of the Opposition said that the Government offered 
no inducement to the farming classes to come to 
the colony ; he also said" Let land be reserved­
let them be carried to it." He (Mr. 1Bbck) did 
not know what inducements the Government 
could offer more than they did at pre~ent. The 

homestcccd selector had a great ad vantage over the 
conditione~! selector which several hon. members 
did not seem to understand. The homeste"d 
selector was able to go on any of the lands up 
North and select lGO acres and had preference of 
selection over the conditional selector. '.l'he 
homestead selector paid 2s. Gd. an acre and had 
five years to pay ; that was Gel. per acre per 
annum, while the conditional selector had to pay 
15s. and £1 an acre. If a man could not afford to 
pay 2s. Gel. an acre for whcct other people were 
willing to purchccse at 15s. or £1 an acre they were 
not wanted as inunigrants. Be8icles, there wa:-:; no 
such thing as confining the homestead selector tu 
homestead reserves ; he could go and select all 
over the country; he could take up land along· 
side the finest mill in the K orth, provided the 
land had not been already selected. He (:\Ir. 
Black) should have preferred to sec the way 
in which the surplus of £245,000 was to be 
spent more definitely specified ; and he should 
like to see a considerable portion of it retume<l 
to the people in some shape. The schools of 
arts and hospitals in different towns in the 
colony were probably entitled to more liberal 
endowments. He could understand when the 
finances were not in so ~mtisfactory a Htate 
that it was the duty of the Government to reduce 
all those charitable allowances as much as they 
could; but now it would be only a fair recogni­
tion of the people who contributed to make the 
surplm~ revenue to gh e then1 smuc return in the 
1nanner he had ~uggested. r_rherc Wrt8 aJ~o 
another way in \Yhich smne of that nwney 111ight 
be spent. The Divisional Boards Act was very 
severe upon some districts that were not wealthy 
and had to keep a considerable length of rmtiu 
roads in order, and some of those boards might 
fairly be considered to be entitled to sornething 
by way of special grant for keerJing the 1nain road:-J 
in order. He did not want nny of the money for 
his own district, because they were able to main­
tain their roads, but for others which were not 
in so good a position. He consiclered that the 
rna.il service w:.tH, without exee} ~tion, the ll!Otit 

satisfactory senice both for nmils and c>Ugo that 
the :i'\orth ever had. He belieYe<l it might be 
hnproved ; the in1pro\·ernent, however, would he 
for the benefit of the South. :i\lnst hon. gentle-
111811 on the other Hide, in Hpeaking on the Hnbject, 
looked at it too much from n Brisbane point of Yiew. 
It seemed to him that they mther regretted to 
see that the Xorth had at last participated in 
some of the advantages previously exclusi vcly 
enjoyed by the South. 

HoxonuBLE :i\1Emn:n~ on the Opposition 
Benches: Ko, no ! 

Mr. BLACK said it seemed to him that their 
whole complaint was that the Brisbane people 
were not getting their letters quick enough, 
but he was glad to hear hon. gentlemen say 
"J'\o," because he hoped to see a liberal spirit 
prevail, and the whole colony considered as 
one. He should be the last to hope for a differ­
ence of interests between K orth and Sonth. As 
long as they remained oue, he belieYed Queens­
land was destined to become the greatest of 
the Australian colonies. He would mther see 
the federation of the colonies than separation, 
which he considered unnecessary. At the same 
time, should the time OYer come when it 
would be necessary for the protection of the 
rights of the K orth that it should separate, the 
North would have nothing to lose, and the South 
everything, ::tR all t}n~ progre.-.;:-;i ve induRtries 
·were in the North, in hi:-; opinion. Ho,yever, he 
w·as not, and hoped he ne,·er would he, an :t(lvo­
cate of separation. \Vith regarcl to the mail 
con1pany not getting their C()al in Dri~bane, but 
in Sydney, he would ask why Hhonlcl they not 
~et their coal in Sydney if it coul<l be got 
~etter there? \V a,; it pos,;iblc for the Houoe to 
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legi,]ate to compel the company to take bad coal 
in Brisbane when they could get good coal in 
Sydney? They might just as well tell him (J\Ir. 
Black) that he had no buoiness to send to England 
for goods, but ought tu send to Briobanc. To say 
that the 1nail service was not a sncces~ becau:-:;e 
they went to Sydney for coal was most ricliculons. 
\Vith reference to what the hon. member for 
Enoggera(J\ir. Rutledge) said about the Brisbane 
1nerchants having- to take paper for goodB :::;ent 
North, it seemed that the Northern "paper" 
was not so bad after all~at all events, Brisbane 
seemed to think it could not get enough of it. 
\Vith regard to the Transcontinental ltailway, 
to a certain extent he disagreed from the remarko; 
macle on both sides of the House. \Vhen he 
Jir.,t read the paragraph in the Speech he must 
confess that, to his mind, it ap]Jeared to mean, 
" Vote for the Transcontinental line and you 
ohall have coast railways." Probttbly that mean­
ing suggested itself frorn the vague wording of 
the paragraph. But after the explanation nutde 
last night by Ministers, that the question of coast 
milways would be considered f]Uite irrespective 
of the Transcontinental line, he must own that 
he found he was mistaken. He should have 
preferred to see the matter put thus : "\V e 
consider the prosperity of the colony gene­
nt!ly is so decided, and settlement is taking 
pbce so rapidly along the coast, that the 
ueces~ity for coast raihvayH ix pararnount." 
He should have preferred the Government to 
have said that the question of coast railways was 
the <]uestion of the sesoion : that they wore to 
be discussed solely on their merits, and that 
those milways having been constructed~ao; he 
considered them of paramount importance, far 
better than a Transcontinental Railway in his 
opinion~that those being o;ettled on a satiofac­
tory hasis, they should then be asked to consider 
the f[Uestion of the Transcontinental llailway. 
He thought that, perhaps, they had gone too far 
in carrying their trunk lines to the West. He 
did not know exactly how nuny miles they went 
ont now, but they went :t very long wn,y. They 
went to tap the vaet western lands which wore not 
gidngthern a proportionate revenue in return for 
the eight millions that had been already spent in 
developing them by means of the trunk railways. 
He thunght the time had arrived when they 
might safely say that they had gone far 
enough, and that they should now devote 
their attention to the coast di,;tricts that hltd 
a large population already eettled upon them, 
and the districts which were, he might say, 
alnwst languishing for the want of rneans to 
get their produce to the shipping ports. With 
regard to the management of their railways, he 
was very sorry to hear the admission made by 
the Premier that the head of that department 
wa,; not boss of his own house. He could hardly 
credit it. He could only say that if the Minister 
of Hailways was unable to carry out those judi­
cious alterations, which he was perfectly certain 
were nec0ssary in that department, the first 
thing he should do was to sack his Under 
Secretary ; and he was perfectly certain that no 
disadvantage to the colony would result by his 
taking that action, and any difficulty resulting 
would be looked upon very favourably and be 
very leniently dealt with by both sides on his 
lnying it before them. vVith regard to the matter 
of the contrary actions of under secretaries or 
subordinates in the departments, he had another 
little thing to refer to~and that was in connec­
tion with the Harbours and llivers Department. 
He had had no conversation with any hon. 
members of the House upon the subject, and did 
not know that any of them had got n,ny grievance 
against Mr. ::'\isbet on other grounds. He re­
ferred to the extremely ttwdy way in which 
he was carrying out the harbour works at 

l\Iackay, notwithstanding the quantity of aesur­
ances he (J\Ir. Black) had received last session 
from the head of the Government, that those 
works would be prosecuted with the greatest 
vigour lJOssible under the circumstttnces. He 
was quite prepared to admit that the diffi­
culty of procuring labour had something 
to do with the slow progress those works 
were nu1king. He had had nothing to do with 
the placing of the emu of £30,000 on the 1~sti­
I11ates for that varticu]ar \York. That \Vas done 
before he had the honour of a seat in that House ; 
but his duty was to sec that the wishes of the 
House in that respect were carried out. The 
contract for the work was let with great diffi­
culty, in consequence, he believed, of the very 
difficult terms in which the original contract was 
worded. It was, however, eventually given to a 
man at a starvation price. It was not in the 
interest of any constituency to have their works 
done at such a price that it meant ruin to the 
contra.ctor and a great difficulty in getting \vages 
for all the men employed. However, the condi­
tions were that one thousand tons should be 
excavated per week as an experiment, to see that 
the ,;tone on J<'lat-Tnp Island wtts ,;uitable for the 
construction of the breakwater. Notwitho;tand­
ing his renwnstrances uvon the delay, l1e wati 
alway" told to wait a little longer and everything 
would go on lovely and straight. Instead of 
1,000 tons a week they did not get 1,000 tono; a 
month. Up to the present time 5,000 tons of 
stone had been exmwated in about six months 
at a price which was ruinous to the contractor, 
and which the novernment voluntarily increased 
from 3s. Gd. to 4t:. 3d., when it was well known 
it was worth 7s. 6d. 

The J\IIKIST.ER FOR LANDS: That is the 
contractor's fault. 

Mr. BLACK said that, if so, the Government 
should step in and enforce the provisions of the 
contract. The n1an \Vas losing 1noney over the 
work, and he expected every day to get a tele­
grarn saying that the work:.; wore again tins~ 
pended, a,; they had been a short time ago, in 
consequence of the inability of the contractor to 
pay his men. At the present rnte of going they 
need not he alarmed about the expenditure of 
the £30,000, as it would take about fourteen ye,ws 
before that small sum of money was expended. 
\Vhen he was told by a member of the Govern­
ment tlmt a work in his district would be prose­
cuted with vigour he took the hon. gentleman 
at his word, and he did not care to have to tell 
his constituents that the work was going to be 
done, and have them saying, "Oh, yes ! it's 
all very fine." Some reference was made to 
the fact of the snQ'ar lands having been with­
drawn from selection last year and put np rct 
a higher rate. The price at which they had 
been selected previous to the withdrawal was 
5s. an acre, and that price was raised for good 
sugar lands to 15s. to 20s. an acre, and, 
notwithstanding that rise in price, the area 
selected \Vtts greater than ever. It was a 
matter of some difficulty to decide what steps 
the Government should take at present about 
the remaining lands. \Vhen he said "remaining 
lands," he might mention that the area already 
selected was not one-fiftieth part of the area still 
open to selection. It was a mere spot. He 
believed the Government were not deriving that 
revenue from the lands in the ::'\orth which they 
were entitled to get. He said that from a dis­
interested point of view, at the same time knowing 
that some political opponents might say, "Oh, 
yes ! you have got all you want and now you 
want to raise the price of the land." He was of 
opinion that the country was entitled to a very 
much increased price than they were now 
getting for ;the rich sugar lands-that was 
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for land,; Huitablc for :oil sort,; of trnpicnJ 
productions--in the Xorth. About 20,000 tons 
of sugar would be turn eel out in the North this 
oeason ; but next year the produce of the tlueens­
lancl sugar estates would be about 4B,OOO tons 
at the least calculation, awl the sugar indus­
try was as yet only in its infancy. He thought 
the tirne had arrived when Hclection could 
be better promoted by withtlrawing those 
lands frmn selection, a.nd after surveying 
them ttnd dividing them into snitttblc blocks 
of various HizeH--larg-e and HIIHLll- to suit all 
classes of purclmscrs, putting them up to 
auction. He believed tlutt would be the means 
of checking to a very considerable extent the 
speculation going on in land. There was another 
matter which he should like to see the (~overn­
lnent bring forward, and that WtLH Hornc 1neasure 
for renwving the conditions in connection with 
the selection of land. At pre~;ent a IJ0111t .fide 
selector with £300 or £-!00 of capital took up :iOO 
or 400 acres of land, and was handicapped in the 
1nost severe nutnner by the land regulations, 
which compelled him to pasB perhaps the best 
three years of his life and expend hi,; capital 
in fulfilling w!Htt _,·ere called the conditions 
of selection. He had no wi,;h to see the 
conditions relaxed in any way in so far as the 
amount of money to be expende'l 011 the laud 'vas 
concerned ; at the present time the selector was 
~nppmmd to spend 10~. an acre in in1proYcn1ents. 
\Vhy should he not be allowed-suppoHing he had 
the money-to ~;pond £200 or £300 on the land in 
three months'? Ko ono benefited by the :;elector 
being obliged to waHte his tin10 in living n pon his 
Helection for three years and putting up tem­
porary improvenwnts. In rnany cases he was 
obliged to live on his cnpital, and at the eml of 
the three y<'ars, when he applied for his certificate 
of fulfilment of the conditions, he wao worth 
nothing. An attempt was made last year by the 
hon. member for Burnett (J\Ir. Bayues) in the 
direction to which he now referred. That hem. 
gentlernan, hf' believed, \Vi shed to have feucingcon­
,,idered as a sufficient improvement. He had not 
given the matter very much consi,leration at the 
time, but he remembered that it was com;iclcred 
tlmt any alteration in the land regulation~; of the 
colony ought to be nutde by the G-overnrnent. 
Howe\·er, the Government had not put tlmt down 
as one of the measures they contemplated con­
sidering this so:-;sion. Certainly, frmn what he 
knew of the feeling of the House upon thi,; sub­
ject last sc~;sion, he hoped theGovermnent would 
give it their best attl'ntion, as he thought that it 
was better to allow the selector to take up land 
and spend the nece''""''Y amount on it at once if he 
chose, than to compel him to spend three years 
of his life in doing it. A good deal had been said 
lately about spect<lators-that they were mono­
polising all the lands of the colony, and, in 
fact, they were hekl up as rather objectionable 
people. He did not know exactly where 
the speculator was to end or where he came 
in. So br as his opinion went, and he had 
had au experience of over thirty years iu the 
different colonies, the speculator wtts about the 
very best colonist they could have. Let them 
look at the case of rt, rnan, for iw;tance, who took 
up a mineral selection in a coal-mine. He sud­
denly found, perlmps, that he had struck a good 
vein of coaL He suddenly ltctjuiretl wealth, and 
he waH told that he was n spccuhttor. The 
pioneer squ:ttter who, with little or no capital, 
wasted years of his life in developing the unde­
veloped re,ources of the colony suddenly got 
rich, and he too was told thnt he was a speculator. 
He must say that he would much rather see some 
of these people coming here to develop new 
industries than the man who stopped in Brisban~ 
nnd sucked the life-bloocl out of hit! clients. The 
men who came into the colony and took up 

thommndo of acres of land to develop agri­
culture were the men who deserved the 
thanks of the community, and were not the 
men who should be denounced as speculators. 
In regard to the Labour question, he mu~;t refer 
to an error th::tt the hou. rneruber for Enoggera 
(:\Ir. Jtutledge) made on the previous night, 
when he attributed certain figures which he 
quc~ted to him (Mr. Black). ThoHe figure,; 
winch the hon. member referred to were not 
his, but they were taken from a letter pub­
lif::lhcd in the newspapers, and signed "J. E. 
Davidson." Although they were not his figures 
he, to a certain extent, agreed with them, and 
he con;;iclered the letter a remarkably souml and 
clC\·cr one ; he therefore would not take to 
himoe!f the credit of it. He thought the figures 
that the hon. gentleman must ha\·e had in his 
mind referred to a report laid on the table of the 
House last session, headed ''The Sugar Industry 
at i\lackay," which applied only to sixteen 
estate~; then working at i\Iackay. The figure" 
to which the hon. member referred were com­
piled by Mr. Da,-idson, the Chairman of the 
J\:Iackay Planters' Association, and referred to 
the whole sugar industry of queensland. He 
(::VIr. Black) had watched the rise and progress of 
that grand industry ftn· the last thirteen years. 
He had seen a district which at that time was 
nothing lJut cattle runs, which gaYe a sup]JOrt to 
not more than fifty Europeans, develop until it 
was achnitted to 1Je the greatest sugar-producing 
district of Australia. That result had been 
arrived ttt by the judicious engagen1ent of Euro­
pean and coloured labour. At first the introduc­
tion of coloured labour was looked upon with 
great suspicion, rt,nd it \VaK considered neces~ary 
to protect the interests of the coloured labourer 
by the Polynesian Act. Since then that Act had 
been an1ended, and wa~ now known as the Pacific 
Ishmds Labourers Act. It regulated the intro­
duction of coloured labour, and it protected the 
interests of the labourer and confined it 
strictly to tropical and semi-tropical agricul­
ture. 1J nder those restrictions he had seen 
the productions of the district of J\Iackay 
increase to the Yalue of a quarter of a million. 
:Formerly the exports were little or nothing ; at 
pre,ent the Yaluc of the indlli>try at JYiackay 
was a quarter of a million, and of the whole 
colony half-a-million. In the course of a few 
year~;" the value of the exports alone would be 
not leSK than one million in money. It was a most 
remarkable thing that in fifteen years they Hhould 
see an industry suddenly spring up in their 
nlidRt, doing no hann to anyone, developjng to 
the value of something like a million sterling, and 
adding to the agricultural wealth of the colony. 
Had it deprived the working man of his means 
of subsistence; had it brought about the aggran­
disement nf the rich, or so-called rich, to the 
detriment of the poor? It had not. It had been 
the means of securing abundance and wealth to 
eYery man, woman, and child who had settled 
down in the districts in which ~;ugar cultivation 
was carried on. Those statistics which he laid 
on the table last session showed clearly that by 
the expenditure of £1 on a lmnaka the sum of 
£10 12s. Gd. was expended on a :European. If 
that was the case--and he could Y<mch for the 
accuracy of the figures-if the expenditure of £10 
on coloured bbour meant the expenditure of £90 
on Europeanlabour-w here did the hardship come 
in? He endeavoured to avoid all sentiment in the 
matter. He was not going to say that a man be­
cause he had a black face had no right to come into 
this country. If they could secure well-being to 
the connnunity by giving thmn a description of 
htbour which would Le of real assistnnce in their 
work-if they could secure comfort to thousands 
by this means-were they not justified in doing ~;o? 
If it could be shown to him that the introduction 
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of coloured htbour was going to deprive Euro­
peans of their legitimate employment, he would 
be one of the first to put his foot down and stop 
its introduction ; but if it could be shown that, by 
the judicious combination of the two, the success 
of everyone engaged in the industry would be 
almost assured, then it would be a most suici­
dal policy, by any hasty legislation, to put a 
check on an indnstry which promised to 
he one of the brightest in Queensland. What 
were they doing in South Australia at the 
present time? They had got a Coolie Bill 
before the House now which would be passed, 
and at the same time they were about to 
construct their great Transcontinental Railway as 
well. He could imagine them laughing in their 
:;leeve~. They ·were not only going to introduce 
coolies for plantations, but were going to put 
them on the railway works. J3ut he did not go 
as far as that ; he said confine them strictly to 
tropical agriculture, cornpel thmn to go ba.ck to 
their country at the expiration of their term of 
service, forbid them to mix with the European 
portion of the popuhttion. It was nonsense to 
say they could not do that-the Legislature could 
do anything; and he said it was only under the 
strictest regnlations that they would be justified 
in allowing the introduction of coolies. \Vhy 
were they wanted? Because of the l:trge influx 
of capital. He considered it was a good thing 
-the best thing that could happen to the 
colony, in fact-to have an influx of capital. 
Hon. members opposite seemed to think the 
reverse, but he maintained the more capital they 
could introduce the better it would be for the 
country. They found the supply of kanakas 
falling short. Those that were coming here now 
were not cr]ual in physique to the men originally 
introduce<!, and the planters mnst have labour 
in order to employ a certain number of Europeans. 
They naturally looked to India as possessing 
111illions of their own fellow-subjects which the 
Briti"h Government had been proud to let fight for 
us but whom we were refusing to allow to work for 
us. That was not consistent. He believed he 
was right in what he said, and he gave the hon. 
gentlemen opposite credit for thinking they were 
studying the interests of the colony also ; but he 
believed he, by his action, was seeking to 
elevate the labour of the colony, while the action 
of members opposite would tend to degrade 
it. He would read what the junior member for 
Enoggera, said on the Labour question :-

.. If the Go,·crnment were to introdnrc l~nropenn 
immigrants-Germans and Italians-men who did not 
require to he aeclimntised, anrl who were capable of 
develOJling into the highest condition of humanity-i'i 
wonld be a step in the right direction." 

Row, he might say that the Germans were the 
best of settlers. They were steady from their 
arrival in this country, and within three years 
the majority of them possessed small homesteads 
of their own, and possessed comforts which they 
never experienced in their own country. But 
what were these men to be introduced for? This 
'vas what the hon. junior n1ernber for Enoggera 
said about them :-

" Aft m· they hnd passed three or four years in a ~crvile 
capacity they would be read~' t.o take their places among 
t.he snperior cla!<.ses of the colony, and fitted to be taken 
up. absorbed into, and amalgamuted with our own 
]lCOple." 

That was the gentlPrnan who wished to elevate 
htbour. That was the gentleman who considered 
that the German was on a par with the kanaka. 
The hon. member for Toowoomba wanted 
Germans introduced, and he {Mr. Black) hoped 
he would express his opinion whether Germans 
were to be introduced in that servile capacity 
which the junior member for Enoggera would 
wish to see. He should never suggest such a 
thing, and his idea was to elevate labour, 

not degrade it, as t:Jttggested. lfe 'vould say 
to the l~nglish and Germanf:', " Corne out 
here, settle on our rnaM·nificent sugar lands 
of the l'\ orth, and we will give you a descrip­
tion of labour to do your servile work for 
you." He could i1nagine the irrunigratiun 
agent at home, in his lectures in the different 
agricultural districts of England, telling the 
people to emigrate to Queensland and work in 
the canefields, as it would not be possible to 
procure coloured labour t1uy more. It was not 
likely they would get immigrants under those 
conditiom. 

Mr. BIWOKES: I say yes. 
Mr. BLACK said they would not come, and 

he, for one, would be ashamed to try and entice 
English immigrants to work on their canefields, 
and do a dPscription of lt1bour which was at 
present carried out by their coloured population. 
He might add that 500 immigrants had been 
landed in Mackay during the last five months, 
and if that 500 had been 1,000 the whole 
of them would have been absorbed in that 
district. That did not look as if the employ­
ment of coloured labour was shutting out the em­
ployment of Europeans. He was sure that if the 
Government chose to land seventy or eighty 
immigrants every month for the next six mouths 
every one would be n.bsorbed. It was a ,~,rrong 
idea that coloured labour deprived white labour 
of a source of employment, as the judicious use 
of coloured labour led to the employment of 
white lab,mr. He did not know if the hon. 
n1ernber for Enoggera 'vas connected with a 
paper called the T1·i/nl?le. 

l\Ir. l~UTLEDGE : I have nothing to do with 
it. 

Mr. BLACK said he was very glad to hear it, 
because there were certain figure~ which the hon. 
member nsed which were identical with some 
quoted in that paper. If the hnn. member was 
not connected with the T1·i!June it was an extra­
ordinary thing that there was such a similarity. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: An unde­
signed coincidence. 

Mr. BLACK said he found that that paper, 
'vhich professed to be the working n1an's org~tn, 
and a journal which was to elevate labour, made 
a statement to prove that European labour could 
be judiciously and very well employed on plan­
tation work and went on to say that large num­
bers of Europeans who could be got to work upon 
sugar plantations could be hired in other countries 
at £1 5s. per month. If they did that they would 
deserve the contempt and execration of the whole 
people of the colony. They were to give a 
free passage, and were to be supplied with 
clothes and rations to the value of £15 per 
year-·which was the same sum as a coolie 
or kanaka cost-and 'vages Gs. per week, or 
altogether £31 4s. per year. If that was the 
opinion of hem. members on the opposite side 
-especially the junior member for Brisbane, who 
believed that no man with a black face should 
be allowed into the country--he (Mr. Black) 
could only say that he never would agree with 
them on that point. He preferred employing 
a judicious quantity of coloured labour to do 
the inferior work, and paying }~uropeans a good 
honest wage; and that was what had been done 
up to the present time in the l'\ orth. There was 
one more point which he should refer to. The 
question of coolie labour would not come on for 
some time, and the opportunity was therefore 
offered to him of making a few remarks upon it 
for the consideration of hon. members. Hon. 
members must not suppose that planters up 
north were dependent npon coolie labour, as 
they were not. But he maintained that, 
whatever labour was introduced, it would 
be better to have them introduced under more 
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stringent regulations than to have a mixed 
description of labour coming into the colony 
without ttny regulations at all. Hon. members 
must not suppose that because the supply of 
kanakas was falling short there were no other 
fields for recruiting labour. One hundred Cin­
galese were on their way down in the mail 
oteamer, and unless hon. members pas,ed a 
Bill that no one with a black face was to 
come into the colony they could not keep 
them out. Kanaka bbour was not cheap 
htbour, and it was a mistake to suppose it was. 
Hon. members often alluded to it as such, 
hut it was not; it was, however, reliable 
lnbour, and the coloured man undertook the 
htbour that was distasteful to a European, and 
which l!~uropcn.ns, having seen coloured n1en 
doing, would not think of attempting. They 
ha,d never heard of sugar plantations being Ruc­
cessfully worked with European labour in this 
colony, or in any other part of the world. 

Mr. GRIFiciTH: In New South \Vales. 
Mr. BLACK said he would rather see 

coloured labour doing the inferior work than see 
the women and children on their selections work­
ing lmrd to get a subsistence. It was his 
endeavour to elevate the condition of the work­
ing man and not to degrade him. Another point 
was to study the influx of Chinese to the J'\ orth. 
That was a labour which was being used in 
consequence of the scarcity of kam1kas. They 
might tell him that there was a £10 poll-tax--

Mr. GRilf:B'ITH: Make it £20. 
J\Ir. BLACK said they might make it £;)0. 

Tlmt description of legislation always brought 
its rcw;ud in time. They could not import 
kanakas under £1(j, and the consequence was 
that an objectionable labour was forced upon the 
planters. If anyone had an objection to the 
employment of coloured labour in the whole of 
Queensland he respected that opinion, if the 
gentleman had anything comistent to back his 
opinion with. He would let them draw the linp, 
at the tropics if they liked, if the Brisbane 
people wanted to be conservative ; but let them 
r;ot by hasty legislation destroy what promised 
to ue the greatest agricultural indu,try in the 
whole of Australia. 

l\fr. DE POIX-TYREL said that after the 
able manner in which the Governor's Speech bad 
been criticised he should not attempt, in the 
few remarks he intended to make, to do any­
thing in that wtty beyond saying that he agreed 
with the second and third paragraphs, having 
reference to the failure of the attack on the life 
of Her Majesty, and the death of the late Sir 
Jo.slma Peter ]3ell. He would only refer to one 
or two matters which were proposed to be intro­
duced during the present session. The first was 
the Divisional Boards Amendment Bill, which 
he thought was most necessary, and when it 
came before the House he hoped to have some­
thing to say about it. Another point was the 
Mineral Lands Act, which was to be introduced, 
~tnd w hi eh \Vas also a.· 1nost necessary n1eu.s ure, 
especially now there were large discoveries being 
made in the Korth. One thing appeared to him 
to be rather curious, and that was that the 
mineral lands were under one department and 
goldfields were under another. He thought 
they should be both under the same depart­
ment. He hoped, if the Bill passed, there 
would be a clause to prevent the alienation 
of mineral lands, and adopt a plan by which 
they should be leased at a reasonable rent 
with working conditions, and thus prevent 
them being taken up for speculative purposes. 
He would also suggest that the amount of land 
>tllowed for mining licenses should be larger 
than at vresent. He offered those suggestions 
hoping that they might be embodied in the Bill. 

';!'he next matter was immigration, and there 
was a Bill on that subject also. He did not 
know whether it wa• possible to introduce into 
that Bill some clause which would prevent 
immigrants coming to Queensland for the benefit 
of the neighbouring colonies. Living on the 
border as he did, he knew that during the last 
month six immigrants, who arrived in the "South 
Esk" on the 27th of May, went to Stanthorpe 
at the expense of the colony, and from there 
they crossed the New South \Vales border 
on the 30th, being only three days in the 
colony. He had the names and knew the 
facts. One was a woman of twenty-six years 
of age, and her brother of twenty-eight, both 
were Scotch. The others were a father and 
mother, fifty and forty-eight years of age res­
pectively, and a son and daughter about twenty 
years of age each. On the question of the 
m:1il contmct they were all pretty well agreed 
that as a mail contract it had been a failure, 
hut that otherwise, as an immigration service 
and a freight service, it had been a success 
and a benefit to the colonv. In connection 
with that subject, he would allude to a remark 
which h"'d fallen from the senior member for 
Ipswich (Mr. Macfarlane), who had alluded 
to the Postmaster-General, and had said that 
he had heard that the coals necessary for the 
steamers of the British-India Service were pro­
cured from Kewcastle in consequence of some 
relative of the hon. gentleman referred to being 
connected with a coal-mine in Newcastle. He 
(Mr. Tyre!) had it on the very best authority-in 
fact, from the Postmaster-General himself-that 
although it was a fact that a relative of his was 
connected with a K ewcastle mine, yet the mine 
with which he was connected had never supplied 
" ton nor an ounce of coal to this serviee. 
The hem. gentleman told him himself that the 
relationship had in no way influenced the supply 
of coal to the company. The hon. gentleman could 
not answer for himself in that House, and so he 
(Mr. Tyre!) had made the explanation for him at 
his rerprest. In respect of mil ways they were 
prombed several lines, but the Premier had 
stated on the previous evening that he did not 
think the time had come yet for an extension to 
the border of New South \Vales. Kow, he(Mr. 
Tyre!) knew that the New South Wales Govern­
ment had called for tenders for the extension of 
their railway to Tenterfield. He believed the 
tenders were to be sent in in August, either on 
the first or the last day. 

Mr. GRIF:B'ITH: The 1st September. 

Mr. DE POIX-TYREL said that they carried 
on their railway work much more rapidly in New 
South \V ales than they did in Queensland, and 
Tenterfield was only tweh-e miles from the 
border of Queensland-in fact, close upon it-so 
that unless action were taken here the trade 
t.hey hoped to c:1tch for Queensland would he 
taken away down to the port of Newcastle. 
The sooner something was don" to prevent that 
the better. He admitted that he was not quite 
sure whether the route at present laid down 
would be the best one for the construction of the 
railway. The present terminus was at Stan­
thorpc, and was actually only about three miles 
from the border. The present proposed route 
for the railway followed the border of the colony 
from Stanthorpe at a distance of from three to 
seven miles for about twenty-eight miles, to 
Accommodation Creek, which was the point 
twelve miles from Tenterfield. The proposed 
route would tap no traffic, and, he believed, if a 
fresh survey was made, a rqute could be found 
running seven or eight miles to the border at 
the outside. That would be an easier route too, 
with very little work on it-very little cutting­
in fact, sidelongs more than cuttings; so that it 



Address in Reply. [5 JULY.] Address in Reply. 45 

could be made at Yery much leRs expense, and a 
Raving, he believed, of something like £200,000 
could be effected thereby. The country through 
which the other route ran was Yery hard-as 
hard as the celebrated tunnel on the Iltanthorpe 
line, on which :Messrs. Overend and Company 
lost from £8,000 to £10,000. Another sugges­
tion he would make also. They all knew 
that a break of gauge must take place 
somewhere on the border, and he thought it 
would be possible to lay down a third line, or, 
at any rate, make provision for it here, as the land 
could then cost nothing. He had seen a similar 
thing done in England where the trains of the 
Great \V estern and Midland Companies ran over 
the same line. The New South \V ales trains 
would then run into Stanthorpe, and would 
obviate the necessity for forming a new town­
ship within a few miles of Stanthorpe. 

Mr. GARIUCK: New South Wales would 
never stand that. 

Mr. DE POIX-TYREL said that he should 
delay dealing with the Coolie Labour que,,tion 
until the Bill was before the House. He might, 
however, state that he agreed Yery much with 
what had fallen from the hon. member for 
JV[ackay. 

Mr. HENRY P ALMER said that after the 
speech of the hon. member for Mackay he should 
not be put to the necessity of saying very much 
on that question. He would only make allusion 
briefly to some subjects in the Speech which had 
occupied the attention of the House for more 
than a day. He would commence by saying that 
with regard to the sympathetic clauses in the 
Speech he cordially agreed with the feelings 
expressed by all the members of the House. In 
regard to the congratulatory clause in which the 
Ministry congratulated the House and the 
country on its prosperity, they must all agree 
that they ought to be very thankful to find the 
country in such a prosperous state, and they 
should alRO wish that the prosperity might con­
tinue. That must be the feeling that pervaded 
every member of the House. Whether that 
was brought about by the action of the Ministry 
solely he could not say; but he was rather inclined 
to think with the hon. member for Rockhampton, 
who spoke yesterday, that it was not altogether 
owing to the present Ministry or to any other 
Ministry preceding them, but that it was largely 
attributable to the individual exertion·s of mem­
bers of the community, to the enterprise of the 
colonists generally-taken, of course, in connec­
tion with the fact that money could be got on 
such easy terms nowadays. \Vhatever the 
cause might be, they were all aware that 
prosperity did prevail, and they should be thank­
ful for it and hope it might continue. \Vhether 
the large amount of legislation which appeared 
necessary had anything to do with it, it was hard 
to say. If anything might retard it it was 
possible that such a number of Bills would have 
this effect on it. But it was quite possible, also, 
that no great number of these Bills would be 
passed, or at all events only such a number 
as would not interfere with the prosperity 
which had been brought under their notice. 
They were told that the Divisional Boards Act 
would be brought before them with a view to 
amendment. He cordially agreed with the work­
ing of these boards, and he should give his sup­
port to any measure that might be brought for­
ward to amend the Act. He had had some 
small acquaintance with the working of it. He 
had served a small apprenticeship of twelYe 
months to it, and found the working of it very 
good indeed-especially so in large districts. 
The leader of the Opposition pointed out yester­
day that it had not given satisfaction in many 
di"tricts ; but what else could be expected from 
it? From the first inauguration of it, it was 

never expected to work well in sparsely popu­
lated districts. The question to consider 
was, whether it was working well in large 
and populous districts. He (Mr. Palmer) said 
it was. He could speak for the district he 
was concerned in and for several others, in all 
of which it was working admirably. He be­
lieved, however, tlmt it was capable of amend­
ments, which would make it more workalJle if 
they were of a simple kind. He attributed the 
good working of the Act t•> its simple ch>tracter 
and phraseology. It was from the very first an 
Act which avoided legal technicalities, and so it 
was suited to the style of the men who had to 
W<Jrk it. It therefore almost necessarily became 
workable and successful. It was a well-known 
fact that in many divisions this Act was worked 
by simple-minded men who knew little of the 
legal nature of the Act, and who could only 
bring a practical knowledge to it, and that made 
it a success. He hoped the amendments to be 
proposed in the Act would include the rating 
of property, which he thought was susceptible 
of irnprovement, as well as the voting powerH 
given under the Act. He contended also that 
justice had never been done to the boards in 
the previous administration of the Act lJy the 
Government, for it was always intendecl that the 
maintenance of main roads by the Government 
should be included in the Act. He h<Jped that, 
whatever alteration was made in the distribution 
of money, those divisions through which main 
roads ran would receive an additional amount 
of subsidy to assist them in carrying out 
such maintenance works. He knew of cases 
where the roads had been utterly neglected 
by the boards through which they ran 
on account of want of means to carry out the 
necess:wy works for their maintenance. \Vith 
regard to the mail service, he agreed that it 
was not equal to the requirements of the colony 
as a mail service ; but he remembered that at the 
time it was initbted the Premier stated that he 
did not feel confident of its success as a mail 
service. As a carrying and pasr;enger service the 
Premier then spoke of it with more confidence, 
and in both those capacities it had answerecl 
admirably. It would, no doubt, be necessary to 
increase the speed at which the mails were 
carried, and that might be done either by the 
employment of a specbl steam service to briug 
the mails down the coast, or by increasing the 
speed of the steamers from the start. He had 
understood that the former plan was to have been 
tried, and he had no doubt that it would ha Ye been 
sufficient to meet the objections of those hon. 
members who had spoken against the service. 
In connection with the postal service, it seemed 
to him a very great grievance to the people of Bris­
bane particularly that additional postage should 
be charged on letters sent ,;ia the other colonies, 
and he was not at all satisfied with the explana­
tions given by the Premier. l"ven at the cost of 
a small extra subsidy it would be justifiable to 
enter into an arrangement by which the southern 
routes might be used until the Queensland ser­
vice had become more efficient; so that the com­
munity might not be saddled with additional 
expense if they required speedy communication. 
The matter had been the subject of animated dis­
cussion in the Chamber of Commerce at 1\Iary­
borongh, and the feeling then expressed was very 
hostile to the differential tariff. The Transconti­
nental Railway was a subject upon which hon. 
members might soon be called upon to vote, and 
he, like other hon. members, did not hesitate to 
give an expression of his views with regard to 
that matter. Although he had supported the 
Government in most of their measures, yet, from 
the first time that the subject was discussed, he 
had always hesitated very much about speaking 
favourably of this undertaking. His opinion 
was then that time should be allowed so th~t the 
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project might become matured, hut after the 
lapse of time his view \Vas still that it was 
not expedient to enter upon such a gigantic 
work. It wa8 too hen.vy a work for a young 
colony to enter upon-particularly with a com­
pany about which so little was known. The 
illustrations which had been given of the work­
ings of American syndicates appeared to him to 
be very much to the purpose; and if the Gov­
ernment per!;iHted in carrying out sllch n n1ea­
sure they need not, unless circumstances altered 
very much, expect his support. He told them 
that cm;didly, in order that they might know 
who therr supporters were. The countrv did not 
require such a railway, or, at all event's, not at 
the present time. The trunk lines were being 
fast pushed out into the interior, and in a few 
years would he within 150 to 200 miles of the 
vV estern sta,tions. In the e>trly days when he 
(lVIr. Palmer) first came to the colony, station­
owners were very thankful to send their wool 
300, 400, and 4.10 miles by the road ; and now 
they had mostly a milway three parts of the way 
to the port, carrying their wool at a very cheap 
rate. The fact was the \V estern districts were 
getting enol'lnmm advantages, anrl pavino· ,·ery 
little in return. They had splendid COllllti':'y ancl 
no rate asHcssn1ents, and the thne was con1ing 
when those gentlemen must he called upon 
to pay more for their advantages. In connection 
with railway-making, he noticed that the pro­
posed railway between Rockhampton and Port 
Alma was mentioned in connection with a com­
pany or syndicate. 'l'he term " syndic<:te" he 
abominated ; he never liked it, because it was 
ahv1tys connecte<l in his mind with the "i"a.ntic 
American swindles about which he had h"e;rd so 
much-though he did not wish to insinuate that 
it was so in this case. He was sorry to learn that 
the Government had accepted the offer of a com­
pany to construct this line, because he believed it 
would be far better for them to keep such a rail­
way in their o'vn hand~ even if it were necessary 
to borrow additional money for the purpose. it 
would not do to let a short line of twenty or 
thirty miles pass into the hands of a company 
particularly if, as had been represented by tl1~ 
!wn. m~mber for R?ckhampton (Mr. J<'erguson), 
1t was l!kely to be hrghly remunerative. Should 
the Tr,wscontinentalline never be undertaken, 
this would then be the only line in tho colony of 
any importance not in the hands of the Govern­
ment. He regretted to hear the Premier express 
doubts whether the railways of the colony could 
be carried on as efficiently by the Government as 
by private companies. In nearly all cases that 
he remembered, railways ownerl by private com­
panies in the colonies had eventually fallen into 
the hands of the Government. The line between 
Sydney and Parramatta was a complete failure ; 
it cost an enormous sum of money, and in a year 
or two passed into the hands of the Government. 
The same had been the case in every instance of 
private railways in the colony, with the excep­
tion perhaps of the line hom JVIoama to 
Deniliquin, which had only been in existence a 
short time, and had yet to be tested. However, 
whether the line from Rockhampton to Port 
Alma was made by a syndicate or not, and what­
ever it might cost, he hoped the Government 
would for ever abandon the enormous, extrava­
gant, and useless expenditnre that had been 
going on on the Fitzroy River for many years 
past. He had wished to speak on the subject 
last session, and he was glad that the oppor­
tunity had now arisen for him to protest 
against such a complete waste of public money. 
An admission to that effect, perhaps uninten­
tionally, was made on the previous <lay by the 
mm-er of the Address when he said that when 
once the dredge was taken away the channel 
immRdiately silted np as bad as ever. If that 
was the case dredging· operations would be re-

quired to the end of time to keep the channel 
open, and three dredge,; would be re<plired for 
the purpose. It was the opinion of the hon. 
member for Port Curtis, to which he attached 
great weight, that the :Fitzroy River would never 
be made complete by dredging or building retain­
ing walls. So 1nuch 1noney having been wasted 
on the work, it would be far better for the 
Govenunent to incur the much larger ex­
penditure of rnaking the railway frorn Rock­
hampton to Port Alma and have done with 
the dredging business. There was nothing to 
show for the vast expenditure on the Fitzroy 
Hiver-unlike the Brisbane Hiver, which had 
been so in1proved that the large mail steamerK 
were now able to come up to the wharf. On the 
question of irnmigration great diveraity of 
opinion exi~ted, for it \vas a question which 
changed Its a~pcct~ with every change in the 
condition of the colony. Some had complained 
of the Govennnent 11ot foreseeing when hnini­
gra.nts were required, so as to have then1 out to 
order. In hi" opinion the Government were not 
to blame in any way whatever. So recently as 
twelve months agoin1n1igrants were not greatly in 
demand. Maryboroug·h and Wide Bay, which 
absorbed a large number of them, were fully sup­
plied with two ships a year. On the demand 
increasing the Government willingly, at his 
request, put on an additional vessel. Thom 
three ships arrived in the early part of this year, 
and so wonderfully had the demand increased 
that the immigrants were absorbed into the popu­
lation almost as soon as they landed. 1:-lince 
then the cry had been for more, and four or five 
ships would hardly supply the requirements of 
the district. He remembered the time when the 
colony was vastly overstocked with immigrants. 
They were brought in in such numbers that 
employment could not be found for them, and 
they were literally at starvation point. At 
Rockharnpton they had to work for 3s. or 4s. a 
day, and at Maryborough the state of things 
was so bad that the Government had to 
dole out sufficient to keep them in bread, 
at the rate of 1fis. a week. During· those 
years, 18()() and 1867, thousands of immi­
grants left the colony, and the Government 
knew verfectly well they were going and were 
not sorry for it. It was the duty of the Guvern­
ment so to regulate the influx of immigrants as 
not to reduce too much the current rate of wages 
or to interfere with the regular employment of 
the settled inhabitants of the colony. On the 
Coolie question he would defer what he had to 
say until the introduction of the important Bill 
promised by the leader of the Opposition. 
When the proper time came he should not 
shrink from giving his opinion on the subject. 
He might say, however, that he trusted the 
leader of the Opposition would modify his 
views on the subject, and take into con­
sideration the momentous conserjuences that 
might ensue from the passing of his Bill. 
Not the least of those would he that 
capitalists who had spent enormous sums on 
Iarge tracts of land in the faith of getting 
coloured labour would have a direct claim on 
the Government for compensation. There was 
a close analogy between that and the abolition 
of slavery in ,Jamaica, where they were granted 
millions as compensation for the loss they sus­
tained. There was another momentous questi0n 
that might also arise in case the existing Act 
should be removed from the statute-book, and 
one which would be felt at the southern end of 
the colony very severely, and that was that there 
would be a general cry in the North for separa­
tion, for which they would have very good grounds. 
There was another important matter alluded to 
in the Speech on which there was no difference of 
opinion on either side of the House, and that 
was the conservation of water. He hoped the 
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Government would proceed with the measure, 
for valuallle portions of the colony were rendered 
useless now through want of water. The lo,te 
dry season, and the consecrueut heavy losses of 
stock, had taught all the colonies a severe 
les;;on ; and it behaved the Government to 
see that steps were taken to conserve water 
in tho;;e important districts, not only for 
stock lJut for travellers on the public rnad,s. 
Th;ct expemliture would undoubtedly enhance 
the value of the lttnd, and he die! not see why it 
should lJe an exact gift to the district. He 
tltonght the people there should be called upon 
to pay interest for that money, the same as 
municipalities had to do in other cm;es. Some 
hon. gentlemen when talking on the fjnestion 
had spoken of it as if it would be " special g-rant 
to each particular district, but he cl id not see why 
it should be w. If it could not be managed 
by the divisional lJoards, then special trusts 
might be formed and interest charged on 
the money given. He hoped that on no other 
terms would the expenditure be made ; because 
they knew that the work, which would have to 
be carried out by boring or by dams, would be 
expensive: that it would be profitalJle to the 
country he lutd no doubt whatever~more profit­
able, in fact, than any proposal made in this 
Speech. \Vith regard to the pastoralle,;sees, he 
had ;clready said that the lessees in the \V estern 
district did not pay enough for the advantages 
they derived from their runs ; and he hoped that 
they would be called upon to pay something like 
an equivalent for tht'"e advantages, especially 
considering the high priceR recently realiHed 
for the,,e runs. The proposed expenditure on 
railways, and also the conservation of water, 
\Vonld greatly increase the value of those runs ; 
so that it was not at all unreasonable to ask the 
lessees to pay a little more rental than they did 
now. The next subject mentioned in the Speech 
was one which no member had yet addressed 
himself to, and yet he believed it to lJe a very 
important one : he alluded to the abolition of 
light dues, and the reconstruction of the pilot 
rates. He was glad that such a propos>tl had 
come from the Government, because it won!tl 
entail a loss of revenue. He believed it would 
be a great benefit to the colony from a com­
mercial point of view. He did not know what 
mig·ht be felt in Brisbane, but he knew 
that in other ports it had been a great 
grievance for xnany yearR that those charges had 
been so exorlJitantly high. Owing to those 
charges, vessels very often shunned their ports. 
Ho thought the Government had, therefore, taken 
an enlightened view, and he hoped that the 
intended alterations would, to a large extent, 
abolish the charges altogether. He admitted 
that there had been a large expenditure for light­
houses and other works, and that there oug·ht to 
be some return, but the charges ought not to be 
so high >ts to drive shipping away from the ports. 
If they were greatly reduced he believed that 
the shipping coming into the ports would be 
greatly increased, especially now that the 
colony was about to brgely export coal ; and that 
in every port in the colony the change would be 
looked upon as a boon. The hon. member for 
J,ort Curti;; had made allusion to the proposed 
alteration in the Settled Districts Pa,storal Leases 
Act. He (Mr. Palmer) was one of those who 
moved in the matter last year, and if it had not 
been brought forward in that way he should 
certainly have moved in it again. He did not 
know, of course, what the alterations would be, 
but any >tt all would, he thought, necessarily be 
in the direction of easing off the lessees, whether 
by giving them some additional tenure or some 
security in regard to the improvements they 
contemplated m>tking. The time had arrived 
when some concession should be made to the 

pastoral lessees, and he was glad to know that 
something in that direction w>ts about to lJe 
undertaken. 

Mr. BAILEY moved that the debate be 
no\v :1eljunrued. 

Question put and passed. 
On the motion of the PRR:\HER, the resump­

tion of the debate \\·a;; made an Order of the Day 
for to-lnmTow. 

EXPLAXATIOI'\. 
Mr. MACFAHLAKB said he <lesired to make 

an explanation. \Vhile spertking about the rrmil 
servicu, he made a statement to the effect th>tt 
he had been informed tlmt the Postmaster­
General had a partner \vho was in smne way 
interested in the supply of coal to the mail 
steamers. He found that that was not the case, 
and he wtt,q glad, therefore, to withdraw the 
sbternent. He did HO with as much pleasure as 
he hatl experienced pain in making it. ~o rela­
tive of the Po;;tmaster-Ueneral sn]Jplied any coal 
for the mail service. 

,TOIXT CO:M::\IITTEES. 
The SPEAKER n,nnonnced that he had re­

ceived the followingrnessage frmn the Legislative 
Council:~ 

:JIR. Sl'EAKER, 

I.Jegislative Conn~il Chamber, 
Brisbane, July 5th, 1882. 

'l'he Legislative Council having come to the following 
resolutions, viz :-

1. 'l'hnt the President, ::\!1'. \Yalsh. and ::\[r. ::\Iorehcad 
be appoiutc(llllem1Jer::-; of the .Joiut. LilJl'al'Y Committee. 

2. 'l'llat the Pre~iclent, ~Ir. llenssler, and Dr. 
O'Dohcrty be appoiutetl lllOlllbCl'S or the Joint Com­
mittee for tlw management of the Refreshment Rooms. 

3. 'l'hat the Presiclcut, .:\Ir. Gregory, and )lr. 'l'urner 
lJe appointed member~ of the .Toint Committee for the 
:Jlanagement and l:luperintendence of the Parliamentary 
Buildings. 

4. That the foregoing Resolutions be transmitted to 
the Legislative Assem1Jly by message, reLlHL.sting that 
they w1ll lJe plea~cd to nominate a like number of mem­
ber:-; from their body, with a view to give etiect to the 
8th Joint t:ltan<ling Urdrr. 

Beg now to intimate the s~tmc to the Legislative 
Asseml)ly. 

A. II. P.AL)fER, 
President. 

On the motion of the PREMIER, it was 
resolved to take the messD,ge into consideration 
next dn,y. 

The House adjourned at twenty-five minutes 
past 10 o'clock. 




