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1882. 

QUEENSLAND. 

DEBATES OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
DURING TIIE 

:FIFTH SESSIO~ OF THE EIGHTH P ARLIAMEN'l' OF THE COLONY 
OF QUEENSLAND, AUSTRALIA, 

APPOINTED TO MEET 

A'f BltiSBANE, ON 'fiiE POURTII DAY OF JUI,Y, IN TIU1 FORTY-SIXTH YEAR 01' THE REIGN OF HER 
:IIAJESTY QUEEN YICTORIA, IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 1882. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 
Tuesday, 4 July, 1882. 

~Iecting of P~trliament.-Appointment of President.­
The GoYernor's Opening Speech.-Xew Jlembers.­
Resignations.-Leave of Absence.-Death of the late 
J>resident.-llill )Ji'O .(ormd.-Privilege.-Acldress in 
nep1y.-J .. cljournment. 

MEETIJ'\G O:F PARLIAMENT. 
PGI\SUA:\T to Proclamation of His Excellency the 
(}ovcrnor, bearing date 1st June last, convening 
Pttr!iament for "the despatch of business," the 
Council met shortly before noon this day. 

APPOIJ'\T:iYIENT OF PRESIDENT. 
The Honourable Sir Arthur Hunter P2Llmer, 

K.C.M.G., took the chair and produced his writ 
of summons as a member of the Council and the 
oath of allegiance subscribed by him, also an 
instrument under the Great Seal of the Colony 
appointing him President, which instrument-

The CLERK Ol' THE PARLIAllmN~'B read as fol­
lows:-

" Victoria, by the Grace of God, of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, Queen, Defender of the Faith. 

"To our trusty and well·beloved The Honour­
able Sir Arthur Hunter Palmer, K.C.M.G. 

"Greeting: 
"Know you, that we, confiding in your loyalty, 

wisdom, and integrity, have constituted tmd 
appointed, and do hereby constitute and appoint 
you, the said Honourable Sir Arthur Hunter 
Palmer, to be President of the Legislative 
Council of the Colony of Queensland, to hol<l 
the said office during the pleasure of the Governor 
for the time being of our said colony. 

"In witness whereof our trusty and well-beloved 
Sir Arthur Edward Kennedy, Knight Grand 
Cross of the Most Distinguished Order of St. 
J\lichael and St. George, Companion of the l\Ioc;t 
Honourable Order of the Bath, Governor and 
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Commander·in-Chief of our Colony of Queens­
land and its Dependencies, hath caused this 
instrument to be sealed with the Seal of our said 
Colony, at Government House, Toowoomba, the 
24th day of December, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and eighty·one, and 
the forty-fifth of our reign. 

[L.B.] "A. E. KENNEDY. 
" By His Excellency's command, 

" THOMAS MclLWRAITH. 
" Entered on Record by me in Register of 

Patents l'\ o. 6, page 7 4, this 24th day of Decem­
ber, one thousand eight hundred and eighty-
one. 

"R. J. GRAY. 
''For the Colonial Secretary and Registrar." 
The proclamation convening Parliament was 

also read at length by the Clerk. 

THE GOVERNOR'S OPENIJ'\G SPEECH. 
At noon His Excellency the Governor came in 

state to the Parliamentary Buildings, and was 
received at the main entrance by the President, 
the Postmaster-General, and other members of 
the Legislative Council, and conducted to the 
dais in the Upper Chamber. 

The House being seated, a message was sent 
to the Legislative Assembly to the effect that 
His Excellency desired the presence of Mr. 
Speaker and hon. members in the Council 
Chamber ; and the Assembly being seated in the 
place reserved for them below the bar, 

His ExcELLENCY read his Opening Speech 
as follows :-

" HONOUUABLE G~'XTLEi\IEN Ol!' 'fHE LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIT,, AND GE:\'l'LEi\!EN Q]' THE LEGIS­
LATIVE AssEli!BLY,-

" I have great pleasure in again calling you 
together to seek your ad vice and counsel on 
the variow; important mattero which I have to 
submit for your consideration. 



2 The Governor's [COUNCIL.] 6pening Speech. 

"The recent attempt on the life of Her Most 
Gracious Majesty the Queen, which under the 
blessing of Divine Providence was so happily 
frustrated, sent a thrill of horror and indignation 
through the colony. The expressions of feel­
ing which were evoked throughout the length and 
breadth of the land demonstrated the depth of 
loyalty and affection of Her Majesty's loving 
subjects. It is gratifying to find that the belief 
which was universal that the attempt upon the 
life of one so pure and so exalted could have been 
made only by a person bereft of reason has turned 
out to be well founded. 

"I am sure you will join with me in an expres­
sion of deep regret for the untimely death of 
the late President of the Legislative Council, 
Sir Joshua Peter Bell, who occupied for so 
many years positions of the highest responsi­
bility with honour to himself and advantage to 
the colony. 

" I am pleased to be again able to congratulate 
you on the increasing prosperity of the colony. 
Our country has not suffered the disastrous 
effects caused by the drought in the southern 
colonies ; but for the most part abundance has 
prevailed in our pastoral districts. Our mining 
and agricultural industries have started forward 
with renewed impetus, and population which is 
so much wanted to ensure the lasting prosperity 
of the colony has been flocking to our shores. 

"Another year's experience of the working of 
the Divisional Boards Act has proved the value 
to the colony of local self-government. Several 
improvements have been suggested in the mea­
sure which will duly be submitted for your con­
sideration. 

"The British-Indin. Mn.il Service has continued 
to prove of great advantage to the colony. Doubts 
at one time were expressed as to the route 
being suitable for immigrants, but our late expe­
rience has proved it in that respect to ben, distinct 
success. From the fact of immigrants being n.ble 
to come in steam vessels, n.nd by a shorter route, 
a better class of people is offering at home, and 
considerably less difficulty is found in recruiting 
immigrants of the right stamp for the colony. 
Delay, which we did not anticipate, has occurred in 
putting a flUicker and better class of vessels on the 
service. This, I understand, has been occasioned 
by the enormous tonnage of steamers being con­
structed at the present time in the British ship­
building yards. Several new steamers, however, 
have been promised, which we expect soon to add 
to the efficiency of the service. The value of the 
service for mail purposes has been much impaired 
by the action of the London Post Office, and my 
Ministers have been compelled to protest in the 
strongest language against the obstructive action 
and want of consideration for our interests mani­
fested by the ::tuthorities there in charge. 

"Negotiations h::tve been in progress between 
the Transcontinental Railway Syndicate and my 
Government in reference to the construction of a 
line to the Gulf of Carpentaria, and with other 
bodies in reference to the construction of lines 
from the Southern and \Vestern Railw::cy to the 
New South \Vales border. The proposale' of the 

latter have been declined on account of the terms 
asked being too high. The offer of the former 
was also declined, but my Ministers believe that 
terms will be satisfactorily arranged such as will 
justify them in asking your authority for the 
construction of the line this session. 

"Offers have been made by a company to 
construct a railway from Rockhampton to Port 
Alma with no land gmnt except such Govern­
ment land as might be ref1uired for the purposes 
of the railway and wharves. The Govern· 
ment have accepted the offer by agreeing to 
support a private Bill to give powers to the 
compn.ny to construct and work the line. 

"The Public \Vorks of the colony have been 
very much retarded by the extraordinary and 
unprecedented demand for labour in every part 
of the colony. My Government have taken 
exceptional step8 to increase innnigration ; and 
to supply the existing demand no efforts on their 
part will be spared. 

"Confidence in the future of the colony has 
manifested itself strikingly during the past year 
in the increased desire to &Cfluire land in almost 
every district. Land suitable for sugar cultiva­
tion is eagerly sought after, and an immense 
area has been selected for that purpose in the 
northern portions of Queensland. These lands 
were withdrawn from selection last year, and 
again declared open at an advanced upset price, 
without affecting any diminution in the rate of 
selection. The cultivation of sugar land pro­
mises a great future for K orthern Queensland. 

" Draft regulations for Indian immigration 
into Queensland, approvecl by the Indian Govern­
ment, have been under the consideration of my 
Ministers. Amendments, with the object of 
ensuring the return of the labourers to their 
country on the completion of their term of 
service, have been proposecl and submitted to the 
Indian Government. \Vhen mutually agreed 
upon, the regulations will be presented for the 
approval of Parliament. 

"The low cost at wliich railways have been 
lately constructed, and the increasecl settlement 
in the v::trious districts of the colony, will, I 
think, justify my Ministers in submitting to you 
duriug the Session proposals for the construction 
of several lines. Those proposals, however, will 
be •ubject to modification should no arrangement 
be come to by which the grand trunk lines cttn 
be constructed by land grants. 

"A commission to in'luire into the present 
position of the Volunteer J<'orce of the colony has 
Jmt during the recess. Their report, which I am 
sorry to say establishes the thorough inefficiency 
of the force, will be lair! before you, and pro­
posals will he submitted for putting the defences 
of the colony on :1 permanent ::tnd more satis­
factory basis. 

"The oft-recurrin:; periods of clrought in both 
this and the neighbourin:; colonies have satisfied 
my Ministers that much greater provision should 
be made than heretofore for the conservation of 
water. :Measures will be introduced for the 
purpooe uf becurinb and conbervinp enlarged 
supplies. 
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" J\Iy Government consider the time has 
arrived when a trigonometrical survey of the 
colony should be commenced, and you will be 
invited to sanction arrangements for carrying it 
out. 

" The leases of certain pastoral lands in the 
colony will shortly expire. As no power is at 
present in the hands of the Government to deal 
with these lands, a Bill will be submitted for 
your consideration. 

"GENTLEMEN m• THE LEGISLA'fiVE ASSEMBLY,-

" I am happy to inform you that the Revenue 
has increased beyond our most sanguine expecta­
tions. The financial year closed with a gratifying 
surplus, a portion of which my advisers pro· 
pose to appropriate to particular services instead 
of carrying it over as a balance to the following 
year. The Estimates of the present financial 
year will be duly submitted to you, and I hope 
you will find that they have been framed with a 
view to the strictest economy consistent with 
efficiency. 

" Proposals will be laid before you for the 
abolition of coast light dues and the reconstruc­
tion and reduction of the pilotage rates. 

"The six-per-cent. debentures issued in 1863 
fall due in January, 1884. Provision will require 
to be made during the present Session to meet 
this liability. 

"HoNOciUBLE GENTLEME:-1 OF •rHg LEGISLA­

TIVE COUNCIL, AND GENTLEMEN Ol!' THE 

LJWISLATIVE AssEl\!BLY,-

" The following Bills, among others, will be 
submitted for your consideration :-

" 1. A Bill to authorise the Construction, 
Maintenance, and ·working of Tramways on 
Public Streets and Roads in such manner as not 
to impede ordinary traffic. 

"2. A Bill authorising the Surrender of :Free­
hold Land to the Crown, and the issue of Deeds 
of Grant to the owner thereof in certain cases. 

"3. A Bill to Amend and Consolidate the 
Laws relating to the Distillation of Spirits. 

"4. A Bill to Amend the Divisional Boards 
Act of 1879. 

"5. A Bill to make better provision for the 
regulation of Immigration into the Colony of 
Queensland. 

'' 6. A Bill to Provide for the Sale to Local 
Authorities of Land required for Local W arks 
or other purposes. 

" 7. A Bill to Amend the Law relating to the 
right of Stoppage in transit,, and for other 
purposes. 

"8. A Bill for the Protection of Oysters and 
the Encouragement of Oyster Fisheries. 

" 9. A Bill to Consolidate and Codify the Laws 
relating to Bills of Exchahge and Promissory 
Notes. 

"10. A Bill to Amend the Law relating to the 
Hights and Liabilities of Married Women. 

"11. A Bill to Amend the Savings Bank 
Act of 1872. 

" 12. A Bill to Consolidate and Amend the 
Laws regulating the Sale by Retail of Intoxi­
cating Liquors within the Colony of Queensland, 
and for other purposes relating thereto. 

'' 13. A Bill to Amend the Pastoral Leases 
Act of 1869. 

" 14. A Bill to Provide for the Construction, 
Maintenance, and Management of Works for 
the Storage and Distribution of \Vater. 

"15. A Bill to Consolidate and Amend the 
Laws relating to the Insane. 

"16. A Bill to Amend the Navigation Act 
and Amend the Laws relating to Merchant 
Shipping. 

"17. A Bill to Amend the Laws relating to 
Jurors. 

" 18. A Bill to Amend the Law relating to 
Mineral Lands. 

"19. A Bill to Amend the Settled Districts 
Pastoral Leases Act of 1876. 

"All these measures I submit for your con­
sideration in the full confidence that you will 
deal with them to the best of your judgment and 
ability, and I trust that your labours will result, 
under the blessing of Divine Providence, in 
adding to the progress and prosperity of this 
great country." 

His Excellency and suite then left the Chamber, 
and the Assembly having also withdrawn, the 
sitting was suspended until half-past 3 o'clock. 

The PRESIDENT resumed the Chair at half­
past 3 o'clock, and produced a Commis~ion _from 
His Excellency the Governor, empowermg h1m to 
administer the oath of allegiance to members of 
the House, which Commission was read at 
length by the Clerk. 

NEW MEMBERS. 

The PRESIDENT announced the receipt 
of letters intimating that Hi5 Excellency the 
Governor had been pleased to advise the Execu­
tive Council to summon George King, Esq., 
An drew .J oseph Thynne, Esq., and J oseph Capel 
Smyth, Esq., to the Legislative Council, and 
that His Excellency had administered to them 
the oath of allegiance. 

The Hon. George King and the Hon. Andrew 
J oseph Thynne were then introduced, and, 
having subscribed the roll, took their seats. 

RESIGNATIONS. 

The PRESIDEN'l' also read letters from 
Government House stating that during the 
recess His Excellency the Governor had been 
pleased to accept the resignation of the Hon. 
Alfred Henry Brown, the Hon. Thomas Rome, 
and the Hon. Henry George Simpson, of their 
seats in the Legislative Council. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

The PRESIDENT further announced that 
His Excellency had been pleased to grant leave 
of absence to the Hon. Thomas Lodge Murray­
Prior for twelve months from March 11th, 1882; 
the Hon. Gm·don Sandeman for twelve months 
from 14th April, 1882; and the Hon. Charle! 
Stuart Mein for twelve months, from the 30th 
June, 1882, 
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DEATH OJ!' THE LATE PHESIDENT. 
The PRESIDENT said: Ihavcalsoto inform 

hon. members with deep regret, which I am sure 
will be fully shared by them, of the death nf the 
htte President, Sir Joshua Peter Bell; and I have 
to state that, in consequence ofthat event, I have 
ordered his name to be removed from the list of 
members. 

The POSTMASTER-GE;'{lmAL (Hon. B. 
B. Morehead) said : Hon. gentlemen, I am sure 
hon. members will not think it out of place on 
my part to state-speaking, I hope and feel sure, 
on behalf of every member here present-how 
deeply we all regret that one who.was ;vith us 
last year and presided over our dehberatwns has 
left us, and that 

"The place that knew him shall know him no more 
tor ever." 

I do not intend, nor is it at all necessary that 
I should pass any panegyric upon a man wh?se 
life was open to us all, and whose memory w1ll, 
I feel sure, always remain green with us ; a man 
whom I may say that to know was to love ; a man 
whom we all respected in every position he occu­
pied while here amongst us. ·whether as a legis­
lator or as a private individual, he had endeared 
himself to the hearts of every Queensland 
colonist, and everyone he met elsewhere. 

HoNOUHABLE ME1IBEHS : Hear, hear ! 
The POST11ASTER-GE;'{ERAL: We re­

"ret his loss, I am sure, immensely, and I need not 
~ay, I think, any more_ on that poi~1t but th_is: 
that I will take the ear hest opportumty of askmg 
you gentlemen to follow the course adopte_d 
when his lamented predecessor, the late Sn· 
JIIIaurice O'Connell, left us-to prepare an ad­
dress to be sent tu Lady B~ll showing the esti­
mation in which he was held by those over whom 
he so lately presided. Now, to come to another 
point, I beg, Sir, on behalf of this House, to 
congratulate you upon being appointed to the 
most honourable position that any colonist can 
aspire to. And, although I may possibly-I do 
not think I am-but although I may possibly 
be carried away to a certain extent by personal 
feelings regardingyuurself-feelingr; of friendship, 
and loyalty and affection, which have lasted for 
many years-yet I believe ~hat every colonist 
considers that you have ach1eved a well-earned 
honour-an honour which I am certain you will 
bear and wear well, and an honour which I hope 
you will long live to adorn. 

The Ho~. "\V. H. W ALSH: I need not say 
that hon. gentlemen sitting on this side of the 
House most cordially reciprocttte the estimable 
words uttered by the Postmaster-General with 
regard to our _late estimable Presidm:;t. I_ think 
this opportumty-although probably 1f notwe had 
been given, there would hlwe been a larger 
attendance of hon. members to do honour to the 
memory of that gentleman-should not be lost of 
showing that both sides of the House hettrtily 
concur in the eulogium passed-so well passed-by 
the Postmaster-General upon our late respected 
President, Sir Joshua Peter Bell. I trust the 
Government will quickly carry out the intention 
expressed of presenting to Lady J3ell some 
tangible proof that she may hold tlu:t this House 
does revere the memory and bear w1tnes;; to the 
value of the departed gentleman as a colonist, 
lbnd not only as a member of this Hmtse, but also 
of the other Chamber. 

The Ho~. W. D. BOX said nearly twenty 
years ago he came to the colony, and ever since 
he had observed the life and enjoyed the frieml­
ship of the gentleman whose loss they grieved 
to-day-Sir ,Joshua Peter Bell. As the hon. 
the Postmaster-General had said, he had en­
deared himself to all who knew him, and he 

had filled the highest position in the colony with 
ea·edit to himself and with advantage to the 
eommunity. He (:Mr. Box) looked upon him as 
a typical Australian gentleman. He could ~10t 
imaryine a better life-a life thev must all adnure. 
·while surrounded by inducen1ents that might 
have led him away "from the straight path, he 
always seemed to move along steadily, to win 
the esteem and regard of all who knew him, to do 
his duty fairly an_cll;onestly, nev_er to move out 
of his way to avmd1t, but to do 1t fearlessly and 
manfully. He (:\Ir. Box) rejoiced to be here 
to-day to add his testimony to the estimation in 
which they held that lamented gentleman. Pass­
ing from that subject, he might say he believed 
that his place had been worthily filled. Sir Arth~r 
Palmer had been with them for many years, h1s 
career was known to them all, and he hoped he 
would long fill the position he now so worthily 
occupied. He thought that Queensland had been 
particularly fortunate with its Presidents-first, 
Sir 11aurice O'Connell, then Sir Joshua Peter 
Bell, and now Sir Arthur Palmer. 

The HoN. ,J. F. McDOUGALL said he could, 
with very much pleasure, endorse every word 
that had been expressed by the hon. gentleman 
who had preceded him. It had be_en his privi­
lege to be acquainted, for a long perwd of years, 
with the hon. gentleman whose Ios;; from 
amon~st them they so much deplored. Ho had 
nothi~g to say of him in his public capaci.ty, 
which was well known to them all, but, speakmg 
of him in his private ea pacity, he could say that 
he had seen him in times of trial n.nd difficulty 
on many occasions, and he had never seer_1 h_im 
anythinry but what he really was-a good Chnstmn 
and a ge"ntleman in every sense ?f the word. He 
thmwht they must all deplore h1s loss ; but these 
were

0

things over which they had no control; an_d 
he thought it was fortunate for the country thath1s 
place was so ably filled by the gentleman who 
had succeeded him. That gentleman, who was 
now President of that Chamber, he had also had 
the privilege of knowing for very _many :years, 
and his career vYas well known to h1m, as 1t was 
to the colony at large ; and the honours that were 
now conferred upon him he well deserved. They 
were the highest honours that, he believed, could 
be conferred in this colony, and he was happy to 
be able to congratulate him upon his appoint­
ment. 

BILL PRO FOR1lfA. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL presented a 
Bill to amend the law relating to toll-bars, 
which was read a first time p1·o jorm<1. 

PRIVILEGE. 
The HoN. C. H. BUZACOTT said he had 

a subject to bring before the House which he 
considered a matter of privilege. He regretted 
that he should have to take that course, but he 
was quite sure that, when the attention of the 
President was directed to the matter to which 
he intended to refer, that hon. gentleman would 
take steps to prevent its recurrence. Of course 
every member of that House was only too happy 
to see the large number of visitors in attend­
ance on the occasion of the opening of Parlia­
ment. They regarded it, as he did, as an evi­
dence of the public interest in the proceedings 
of their free Parliament, and as a healthy in· 
dication of the interest taken in the institutions 
of the colony. At the same time he thought that 
there were rather more visitors that morning 
than they could properly accommodate in the 
House and that some persons were admitted 
who o~ght not to ha.ve been admitted. 'Vhile 
His l<~xcellency was delivering his Speech that 
morning a person in the gallery interrupted 
the proceedings in a manner distinctly audible 
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to them below, although they could not hear the 
word" that were uttered. He (Mr. Buzacott) 
had had a complaint made to him by some ladies 
who were in the gallery that the person referred 
to indulged in the most profane and blasphem­
ous expressions they had ever heard ; that they 
were spoken in a loud tone of Yoice ; that he 
was remonstrated with by other persons in the 
neighbourhood, but that there was a policeman 
within a few yards of him who took not the 
slightest notice of his misconduct. He might say 
that the expre,,sions were directed to the highest 
persona.ges in the J~n1pire, smne of whmn they 
all respected and revered, and he was assured by 
the ladies who heard them that they never heard 
such language anywhere before. He thought 
tlmt, as the individual was well known, at least 
he would be debarred from the opportunity of 
interrupting the proceedings in future. He would 
not have referred to the matter publicly had it 
not been for the number of visitors there that 
1norningwho received very great annoyance from 
that person's misconduct. He knew the hon. 
President would take the necessary steps, and 
that they should not hav~ in future to complain. 

The PRESIDENT said no other hon. gentle­
man seemed to have anything to say upon the 
subject. He could only say, w far as he wn,,; 
concPrned, that if the hem. member would mention 
the name of the incli vidnal he would take very 
good care that he was excluded from the House 
on all future occasions. It was impossible for 
him to act upon the g-eneral infornmtion of some 
individual. He had not the slightest idea who 
the individual was; he had no information wluct­
ever upon the subject. 

The HoN. K. I. O'DOHERTY said he might 
state that the Hon. Mr. Buzacott had mentioned 
the name of the individual to him, and he hap­
pened to have profes"ional know ledge of the fact 
that the man was a madman. 

An Hoxm;nABLE ME)!BEH: \Vhy is he not in 
\Voogaroo ~ 

The HoN. K. I. O'DOHERTY said the man 
was not in \V oogaroo at present, although he had 
been there nn varion:-:: occaBions, but ·was no'v in 
the Government service, and a very efficient officer. 
He took these hallucinations occasionally, but he 
(Dr. 0' Doherty) believed the man was perfectly 
harmless, and irresponsible for what he did. 
He did not think he would mention the man's 
name, as it was Yery well known to every hon. 
member in the House. The individual was 
barn1less, and had no idea. of insulting anyone. 

The HoN. \V. H. \VALSH said he considered 
a man not altogether harmless if he intruded 
himself upon the society of otlwrs and used bad 
language, but it was a notorious fact that that 
individual lived always either in the Lunatic 
Asylum or in a Government office. \Vhere did 
that individual get all the influence from that he 
could walk straight from \Voogarou to the Lands 
Office? It had long- been a discredit to the 
Governments of the colonv that that individual 
>hould have been received after his repe:tted 
termROf insanity, and that other clerks had to asso­
ciate with him in the office. That had been going 
on for a series of years, and could they wonder, if 
Ministers chose to put up with the vagaries of 
that man, that he now came to that Chamber 
and gave them specimens of what he was able to 
do in the Government service? The fault lay 
with the heads of departments in the first 
instance ; and, if the man had beeu properly 
checked in years gone by, members would not 
have been subjected to such insults as they had 
been to-clay. It was the laxity of Governments 
which led to those events, which should not be 
put up with any longer. 

'!.'he POSTMASTER-GEXERAL said he 
thought that hon. members who had spoken 

should have mentioned the name of the man; he 
w:ts quite aware who it was, but he was not 
going to mention the name. He could tell the 
hem. member (:'\1r. Walsh) why that gentleman­
for gentleman he was-was retained in the Gov­
ernment service. It was, to a certain extent, the 
feeling of great charity which existed in the 
mind of the Hon. Mr. W alsh himself when he 
was a Minister. He did not blame that Govern­
ment or any Government for retaining this un­
fortunate man in their service when he was in 
good health. He was a very good clerk, he (Mr. 
Moreheacl) had been told, and he had made 
many inquiries with reference to him. He 
remembered him years ago-years before the 
hon. member ever saw him-and recollected that 
he was very far away from Brisbane in the Gov­
ernment service and did his work very well, and 
there it wr.s that he was first struck with this 
most unfortunate calamity; and the reason that 
he had given was the reason why he had been 
kept on by succeeding Governments, and why 
they had looked very charitably upon the most 
unt"ortunate malady which he now and again 
suffered from. As the Hon. Dr. O'Doherty had 
told them, there was no risk to life or limb Ol' 
danger to anyone. He (Mr. Morehead) thought 
it was a pity in the first instance that the gentle­
man's name was not mentioned. He thought, 
himself, with the Hon. Mr. Buzacott, when the 
offender was so well known, that the police 
should have interfered. That was where the 
enor was. The police should most certainly 
have interfered, and not allowed him to get into 
a position where he could use language which 
was certainly, from what the Hon. iV[r. Buzacott 
had represented to him, most gross, and to which 
no lady-in fact, no individual whatever-should 
be subjected within the walls of that Chamber. 

The HoN. C. H. BUZACOTT said in explana­
tion he knew the man by repute, but did not 
know him personally, and the object was to bring 
the conduct of the police before the House and 
the country. There was a policeman standing 
there for the preservation ef order, and who, on 
hearing this man, took no steps. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said he 
could aRsure the hon. gentleman that he wonld 
take the necessary steps to bring the conduct of 
the police before the proper authorities. 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 
The PRESIDENT having acquainted the 

House that for the greater accuracy he had 
obtained a copy of the Speech which His Excel­
lency the Governor had delivered to Parliament, 
and having read so much of it as was addressed 
to this House, 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL moved­
rrhat a Select Committee be appoint,ed to consider and 

preJlare nn Address in Reply to tl~e Speech o! ~lis Exccl­
leney the Governor, such emmmttcc to cons1st or the 
Hon. George King, the Hon . .A. J. rrhynne, the Hon. 
J. 111 • 3IcDougall, and the )lover. 

Question put and passed, and the Committee 
retired. 

The Select Committee having returned, brought 
up the following Address in Reply, which was 
read by the Clerk :-
"To His Excellency Sir ARTHliR EDWARD 

KENNEDY, Knight Grand Cross of the Most 
Distinguished Order of St. Michael and St. 
George, Companion of the Most Honourable 
Order of the Bath, Governor and Com­
mander-in-Chief of the Colony of Queens· 
land ancl its Dependencies. 

":'\fAY a' PLEASE YouR ExcELLENCY,-
" \Ve, Her Majesty's loyal and dutiful sub­

jects, the Members of the Legislative Council in 
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Parliament assembled, desire to assure your 
Excellency of our continued loyalty and affection 
towards the person and Government of our Most 
Gracious Sovereign, and we thank your Excel­
lency for the Speech with which you have opened 
the session. 

" We shall give our careful and serious con­
sideration to the various measures submitted by 
your Excellency ; and we trust that our labours 
may result in promoting the advancement and 
prosperity of the colony." 

The HoN. G. KING said he begged to move 
that the Address as read by the Clerk be adopted, 
and in doing so he claimed the indulgence of the 
House while he made a few remarks upon His 
Excellency's Speech, with which he might say he 
almost altogether concurred. He was sure they 
all concurred with the second paragraph of the 
Speech relating to the attempt on the life of the 
Q.ueen, and they also joined in the universal 
sorrow and expressions of regret for the death of 
the late President. They were all glad to learn 
that their mining and agricultural industries had 
started forward with a new impetus, and could 
heartily congratulate the country upon such a 
state of things. The Divisional Boards Act had 
proved of great benefit to the colony, and any little 
defects that existed in it would, he was sure, be 
amended in the Bill which would be submitted 
to Parliament during this session. 'With regard 
to the British-India Service he had heard on 
all hands that it was an undoubted success, and 
had been of great good to the trading and com­
mercial community. This contract was the more 
satisfactory, as it was equally serviceable as a 
route for the conveyance of immigrants; and 
it was further very satisfactory to learn that upon 
the construction of their larger vessels the postal 
service would be conducted in a shorter time. 
The seventh paragraph of His Excellency's Speech 
referred to the negotiations between the Trans­
continental Railway Syndicate and the Govern­
ment with reference to the construction of a rail­
way to the Gulf of Carpeutaria, and with other 
bodies in reference to the construction of lines 
from the Southern and \Vestern Railway to the 
New South Wales border. He thought the Govern­
mentwereentitled to the thanks of the community 
for having set their faces against the exorbitant 
demands made by these syndicates, and that the 
construction of these railways is still an open 
question; and it might suggest that, if syndicates 
asked so much, could they not better make their 
own railways? With regard to the Port Alma 
railway he could say nothing, having no local 
knowledge of it. That the public works of the 
colony should have been retarded for want of 
labour was a matter of regret, but it was highly 
satisfactory to think that the Government had 
taken exceptional steps to increase immigration, 
and so obviate this inconvenience. The two 
next paragraphs he would like to read in full, 
because he considered them of so much impor­
tance. The first was-

.. Confidence in the luture of the colony has mani­
fested itself strikingly during the past year in tlw 
increased desire to acquire land in almost every district. 
Land suitable for sugar cultivation is eagerly sought 
alter, and an immense area has been selected for that 
purpose in the northern portions of CJueensland. These 
lands were withdrawn from selection last year, and 
again declared open at an advanced upset price, with~ 
out effecting any diminution in the rate of selection. 
The cultivation of sugar land promises a great future 
tor Xorthern Queensland.'' 

Then in connection with land came labour. The 
two went hand in hand. 

"Draft regulations for Indian immigration into 
Queensland, approved by the Indian Government, have 
been under the consideration of my :L\finisters. Amend­
!lleu.~a, Wi~ll ~!le ollject of eu.snrillg th~ retnru. o! tlJe 

labourm•s to their country on the completion ol their 
term of service, have been proposed and submitted to 
the Indian Government. \Yhen mutually agreed upon, 
the regulations will be presented for the approval of 
Parliament.'' 

In referring to the large quantity of land that 
had been taken up for the cultivation of sugar 
he would merely remark that the area taken up 
in North Queensland was equal to the whole 
area of the island of Mauritius. That island 
produced 120,000 tons of sugar during a year, 
of the value of three millions sterling as an 
export, and they were only at the foot of the 
ladder of that industry in this colony. The 
whole production of sugar in Queensland last 
year was estimated at 18,000 tons. A vast 
amount of labour would be required to de­
velop this industry to its full extent. Not only 
European labour would be required, but, as ai1 
indispensable adjunct to the progress of this 
industry, either coolie or kanaka labour. If 
they had not that the sugar industry must 
stand still. There was a great objection-a 
great prejudic8, he observed-to the introduc­
tion of coloured labour which was really not 
founded on reason, because it was assumed that 
it was hostile to the interests of the European 
labourer. The introduction of kanaka or coolie 
labour would be the means of creating a labour 
fund from which the European and higher skilled 
labourer would reap the greatest advantage. 
He hoped the House would bear with him while 
he referred to a few figures. He could not 
vouch for the exact correctness of his figures, but 
they were taken from certain statistics. He had 
found that the production of 18,000 tons of sugar 
last year produced a gross income of £450,000 and 
secured a labour fund of £270,000, giving, 
according to the statistics, £27,000 for kanaka 
labour and £243,000 for the higher European 
labour, and for the mechanics and eyeryone else 
engaged in the business. It was clear that 
without kanaka or coolie labour the sugar 
industry could not be developed, and the work­
ing men were participators in the labour fund 
to the extent of £243,000, which would not ha\'e 
existed at all butforthekanakalabour. Assum­
ing that l'\orthern Queensland would produce 
50,000 tons, there would then be a labour fund of 
£750,000, of which£75,000wouldgo to the kanakas 
and £675,000 to the European labourer, includ­
ing the artizans in the various trades in the 
towns. To persist in allowing prejudice to set 
the labouring men here in the colony against the 
introduction of coloured labour was, he thought, 
suicidal. Moreover, the white man was imported 
at the expense of the country, and the coolie 
or kanaka was imported at the expense of the 
person engaged in sugar planting. It seemed 
to him perfectly clear that there could not be 
any objection to the introduction of coloured 
labour unless it should be sentiment, but 
that was quite a different thing and should 
not enter into a state3manlike view of the 
matter. If the sugar industry was to in­
crease to the extent to which thev were 
justified in expecting, it would opm1 up a 
splendid field for the European labourer. He 
therefore thought that it was most desirable that 
the Government should carry on the introduction 
of European labour, and also that the coolie and 
kanaka labour should be sanctioned to such an 
extent as really to develop the resources of 
Northern Queensland. He was not connected 
with the sugar industry himself, and had not an 
acre of land in Northern Queensland, and there­
fore he was not prejudiced in his advocacy of 
coloured labour for the promotion of the sugar 
industry. The Government were to be congratu­
lated upon introducing measures for the purpose 
of securing enlarged supplies of water, and the 
trigonometrical survey proposed was also a 
matter much to be desired, 'l'hfl len,ses of 
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certain pastoral lands shortly expiring, they 
were informeu in the Speech that a Bill deal­
ing with the matter would be submitteu for 
their consideration. His Excellency then con­
gratulated them upon the very great increase 
in the revenue. 'rhey were cerbinly indebted 
to the Government for exercising prudence and 
economy in the management of the affairs of the 
colony. Then came a list of several Bills to be 
submitted to the Legislature which he had no 
doubt would bo duly considereu, and would be of 
great nd vantage to the colony. His Excellency 
concluded his speech by saying-

" All these measures I submit for your consideration 
in the full confidence tha.t you will deal with them to the 
best of your judgment and ability, and I trust that your 
labours will re~nlt, under the blessing of Divine 
l'rovidence, in adding to the progre~;s and prosperity of 
this great country." 

In which wish he (.Mr. King) fully concurred, and 
trusted that His blessing might rest upon the 
deliberations of this Parliament now in session 
assembled. 

The Ho~. A. J. THYNNE said he also begged 
to ask the indulgence of the House in seconding 
the motion made by the Hon. Mr. King. He, of 
course, addressed hon. gentlemen with a certain 
amount of diffidence, as, not having hitherto 
taken any prominent part in public life in this 
colony, it was smnewhat of a trial for him to 
commence his duties as a member of that House. 
He thought he need add but little to what had 
been already said upon the various portions of 
the Speech by the Hon. .1\Ir. King. That hon. 
gentleman had fully diRpo.,ed of the question of 
the sugar lands and the immigration of Indian 
coolies into Queemland. He did not think there 
was any subject which had taken up so much of 
the public attention as this same question of 
coolie immigration; and he thought he might 
add this one thing to what the Hon. Mr. King 
had said, that it was satisfactory to find 
that the Government had titken prec>tutions 
and had shown their determimttiou to regu· 
late that traffic in such a way as to prll­
vent the coolie becon1ing a permanent re~i­
dent in the colony so as to in any way oust the 
:European labourer. That, he thought, would re· 
move the greatest objection made by the working 
men to the introduction of coolies under any cir­
cumstances. The Speech was a very full one. 
It expressed in very clear language all the senti · 
ments which were contained in the different 
clauses, and really it itself contained almost 
every word that could be said in support of it. 
He saw from examination of the Treasury 
returns that morning that there was a surplus 
of some £245,000. That was a highly satisfac­
tory report, especially considering that for the 
last five years, he might say, they had suffered 
more or le'" from an almost continual drought 
which caused tremendous loss to the colony, and 
it was astonishing that though they had not since 
1877 be favoured with an adequate rainfall in 
any one year, still instead of suffering a 
great loSR during these years the colony had 
continued to progress so much. He \VOuld 
like to draw attention to the confidence ex­
pressed in the future of the colony as shown by 
the large amount of foreign capital as they had 
seen intrnduceu during· the last few years. He 
considered that the great prosperity experienced 
in the colony now, and the large surplus in the 
revenue, was due to the care which the :Ministry 
had evidently taken in the expenditure of the 
finances of the colony. One of the best mea­
sures passed into law in this colony was, he 
thought, the Divisional Boards Act. He did not 
mean to Ray that it was a perfect measure ; but 
its object and effect were such as to entitle its 
framers to the everlasting gratitude of the people 
of this coVmy, ':!'here 'vas no doubt thn,t before 

the Divisional Boards Act came into force the 
system of the expenditure of public money upon 
the public works throughout the colony was 
of the most rotten kind, and there was no 
doubt, either, that the introduction and es­
tablishment of these divisional boards had 
been the means of teaching the people self-govern· 
ment and the principle of self-dependence. Not­
withstanding, he might say, the cry of hostility 
raised against that measure when first introduced, 
it had, he thought, proved and been acknow­
ledged throughout the colony, except perhaps in 
some of the outside districts, to be a very useful 
and desirable measure. The details of the Act, 
however, required some amendment, and he was 
sure that, with the trouble taken by the Minister 
to get suggestions from the various bodies who 
had had the working of the Act in their hands, 
they would get a very good measure before the 
House in the proposed Bill to amend the Act 
mentioned in the Speech. 'With regard to the 
mail service, he had no doubt that its establish­
ment had been to a great extent the cause of the 
introduction of much of this foreilin capital. It 
had been the means, too, of establishing the in­
dependence of this colony, and of showing that 
it was not a mere suburb of the other colo­
nies. It had drawn a great amount of at­
tention to the resources of the colony, which 
had been attended with the introduction of the 
capital he had mentioned. He could only con­
firm what the Hon. Mr. King had said with 
regard to the credit due to the Ministry for the 
manner in which they treated with the syndi­
cates which had made offers for the construction 
of railways. The details of the Transcontinental 
Syndicate and the communications with them 
had been published up to a certain stage, and 
from every point of view he considered the 
Government had studied the best interests of the 
colony in their negotiations with General Feild· 
ing and his party. It was an excellent sign to 
see a company coming forward prepared to 
construct a railway at their own cost without 
any land grant except the Government land 
which would be required for the railway and 
station. No doubt, at Rockhampton there were 
certain inducements for establishing a rail­
way, and h€ had no doubt the acceptance 
of the offer would depend upon what were 
the conditions upon which these gentlemen 
would be prepared to construct the line as to 
tariff and so on. Allusion was made in the 
Speech to the low cost at which railways had 
lately been constructed, and this was a matter 
he thought deserving of more than passing men­
tion. A few years ago the construction of a rail· 
way, no matter how short, was a matter of 
immense importance, as railway~ cost £13,000, 
£14,000, and £15,000 a mile; but now they could 
make them for £2,000 and £3,000 a mile, and the 
consequence was that they were now enabled to 
extend their railways much more rapidly than 
heretofore, and it was a question that he had no 
doubt the Government had considered in dealing 
with the Transcontinental Syndicate. The ques­
tion of the cost of construction they were now 
in a position to ascertain for themselves, and 
thev could therefore tell the cost at which the 
various rail ways proposed by the syndicates 
could be made. There was one matter in the 
Speech upon which he was perhaps bound to say 
something, and that was the question of the 
Volunteer Force. A commission had sat upon the 
subject and presented a report. He did not know 
that he could altogether agree with the recom· 
mendations of that commission, or that their re­
port established the thorough inefficiency of the 
force. He trusted, however, that another oppor­
tunity would be given him to speak upon the 
matter. The Government were, of course, in a 
Ir!!ltter of this kind g1.1idect to " great extent by 
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professional ad vice ; and he thought that in this 
instance the professional advice given was not as 
good as it might have been. This, he thought, 
would be seen when hon. gentlemen had further 
information before them. The only question he 
had not yet touched upon was the question of 
the conservation of water, which was certainly 
one of the most important questions before the 
House. The necessity for a trigonometrical sur­
vey was also alluded to, and many Bills of import­
ance were mentioned, and would shortly be laid 
before the House. \Vith these remarks he begged 
to second the motion made by the Hon. Mr. 
King. 

The HoN. \V. H. W ALSH said that notwith­
standing that the Address had been so success­
fully moved and seconded by the hon. gentlemen, 
whom he was sure they all welcomed as new 
members, still he must confess that he was not 
satisfied either with the Address or with the 
Reply. He thought that one was much too long· 
and the other a great deal too short. He thought 
that the Address in Reply should have made some 
reference to the dastardly attack upon Her Ma­
jesty the Queen, to which prominent reference had 
been made in the Governor's Speech. He thought 
that the leader of that House should not have 
allowed them to lose one moment in reciprocating 
the remarks made in the Speech, by cordially, 
:md in the hest and strongest language they 
could, expressing their horror at the attempt that 
had been made to assassinate Her Majesty, and 
their unfeigned pleasure at her happy escape. 
He thoug-ht that a great defect in the Address in 
Reply to the Governor's Speech, and he was 
astonished that it had not occurred to the hon. 
gentlemen who had charge of it when they 
retired as a committee ; hut he wa.s afraid their 
consultation was hut short, that they found that 
everything was cut and prepared for them, and 
that they had nothing else to do hut to walk into 
the room and to walk out again. He, at any rate, 
availed himself of this opportunity of saying­
that he regretted the Address did not immediately 
convey to His Excellency the full a'"'u'ance thn,t 
that Chamber viewed with the utmost horror the 
dastardly and insane attempt made upon the life 
of Her Majesty. There was a good deal in the 
Speech of His Excellency-or rather, in the 
Speech of his Ministers-that he could not con­
cur in. He (J\Tr. \V alsh) knew that there would 
be no use whatever in a loyal Ohmnber like that 
attempting to reject the Address, or even in 
moving an amendment upon it, hut he very much 
doubted whether the Speech was one which 
Parliament or the people of the colony generally 
would he satisfied with. He maintained that it 
clid not contain in it evidence of sufficient matter 
to plen,se the people or the country generally. 
There were large subjects left untouched by it­
subjects which probably the people of this 
country thought more about, and had set their 
hearts more upon seeing legisbtion enacted upon 
than any matter in the speech itself. In fact, it was 
merely a re-hash of most of the subjects brought 
forward last session ; it was a repetition of the 
promises that were made then that certain Bills 
should he introduced which were not introduced, 
and he (Mr. \Valsh) warned hon. gentlemen that 
he did not believe that half the Bills enumerated 
in the Speech would ever be put into their hands 
or that they would be called upon to consider 
them. They had already expressed their feelings 
in respect to the painful subjects referred to in 
the first and second paragraphs of the Spee2h; 
and probably the following paragraph was one 
that commended itself to them all, because it 
must he a matter of congratulation to everyone 
as well as Ministers and His :Excellency that the 
colony was at present in such it prosperous con­
dition. Unctoubtedly it was prosperous -the 
world was prosperous. At that moment every 

country in the world was in a state of prosperity, 
and Queensland would be an unfortunate colony 
indeed if it did not share in the general prosperity 
that was everywhere so manifest. He did not 
agree with the hon. gentlemttn who had stated 
that the working of the Divisional Boards Act had 
proved of vcclue to the colony in the way of develop­
ing locttl self-government; in fact, he could harclly 
see the relevancy of the two subjects. The people 
in this colony had been endowed and blessed 
with loc:tl self-government from the very day of 
Separation. ·what was their Legislative Assembly 
hut as near an approach to local self-govemment 
as could possibly he bestowed upon the people ! 
}~very man, or at any rate every locality, conlc1 
send its representative into that Assembly aml 
have its views represented there, and he rlirl not 
see that they should have extorted from them 
the congratulations upon this subject which the 
Government hn,d inserted in the Speech. _\gain, 
if the Government, hy talking of local self­
government, meant the Divisional Boards Act, 
then he joined issue at once with those honour­
able gentlemen who sang its paeans to the extent 
they had. His (Mr. \Vttlsh's) experience of the 
Divisional ]3oards Act was that it clid not give 
universal satisfaction ; and he thought it very 
strauge that it was principally those gentlemen 
who were members of divisional hoards who 
sung its praises. But he (Mr. \Valsh) went 
amongst gentlemen thronghout the length and 
breadth of the land, who httd not the working or 
the manipulation of the A.ct, and he found ttny­
thing hut self-satisfaction expressed by them. 
On the contrary, they compbined that money 
was exorhita.ntly extorted from them, aJHl 
that they had very little control indeed over 
the ''"Y in which it was expended ; that 
their voices were of little momeut in directing 
the necessary local work8 that were being done. 
He did uot hesitate to say, so far as his know­
ledge aud the information that ren,ched him went, 
that a great deal of money that was placed in the 
hands of the divisional boards was hardly spent 
legally, and was not spent fairly-he would say 
that. There were appropriations by these di vi­
sional hoards that he was sure had been made l>y 
straining the 1\..ct considerably; and in 1nore 
than one divisional board, he believed, by f:tr the 
largest amount of money had been expended, not 
on rnain roadR, not in in11Jl'oving the high\v nys 
aml byways for the people, hut to improve the 
vasturage-to rerrwve nuisances, in the :-::hape of 
Bathurst burr and thistles, from pastoral tenants' 
grounds. He (J\Ir. \Valsh) did not believe that 
it was contemplated, when the Act was passed, 
that so much attention and so much money should 
ue laid out upon these things. Another thing in 
connection with the Divisional Boards Act thn,t 
he had been obliged to notice during-what should 
he call it ?-the hatching of hoan ls in various 
parts of the colony,-was that they were in­
variably started by some needy individual who 
wanterl a secretaryship-by some ne'cr-do-well 
in the neighbourhood who had never been 
industrious enough to get a billet either 
froru a r;quatter or in conrmercial enterprise; 
and, if he were a favourite in tlmt neighbour­
hood, n,t once the big wigs came forward and put 
theil· heads together and concocted a divisional 
board; and this individual, who had not been 
able to earn a penny before since he had been in 
the country, was provided for as long as the 
funds lasted. The next paragraph to which the 
Speech referred was the British-India Mail 
Service; and it was contended that it had 
proved of great advantage to the colony. This, 
he maintained, was not a fact; and he did not 
think the honest facts of the cn,se would prove 
that it was so. As a postal service it had been a 
failure. Even the leading newspaper of the 
colony had had to declare that at last, after strenu-
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onsly trying for a long time to prove otherwise. 
lcrom north to south, and east to west, there 
had been one general outcry that it had been a 
failure as a postal service. That it had heen 
ad vanta.geous to a fe\Y C*Jllllnercial 1nen there 
was not the slightest doubt. Even if it took ~ix 
1nonths to bring their goods frmn England, 
instead of two and a-half months, it would be 
acceptable to them ; for was it not a fact that 
upon every ton of goods brought into the 
colony on which freight was paid the people 
in the colony were m,JleLl upon to subsidise 
that freight at least £1 a ton ? He Cilfr. 
\Valsh) was talking, not very long ago, with 
a gentleman of some repute in J3ri,;bane, and 
who imported largely by the service. That 
gentlen1an said he got goocls out nccasiona1ly at 
£1 per ton fronl }~ngland; but, he B.:ticl, ~• rfhe 
people pay the other pound for me." He m><in­
tained that, for this subsidy, which was extractecl 
from the people, they obtained no benefit what­
ever. People in the far interior, at the mines, 
and farmers, derived no advantage whatever 
from the subsidy. lt was of little moment to 
thmn whether goods \Vere carried at a certain 
rate by steam travelling or by sailship travel­
ling; but they were compelled to contribute 
towards this tremendous subsidy that was being 
paid to this service. Again, allusion wn:-; 1nade 
to the cbss of immigrants hrong·ht out by this 
service; but he denied in totu that they were of 
the value accorded t,> them in the Speech. He 
(Mr. \Valsh) said they were not a superior clar,s 
of immigrants that came out by the steam ser­
vice from that brought out formerly in the sail­
ing ships. He had watched both of them very 
closely, and he said there wa;; nn difference, as 
far as he could see, in regard to the <juality. 
There was thi,; difference between tho,;e who 
came to the colony by the steam route and thm.;e 
who came in sailing ships-that those who came 
by the steamships appeared to be only birds nf 
passage. It was notorious that in the Northen1 
ports those who had been landed at 'l'ownsville, 
Cooktown, and eh;ewhere, had gone direct front 
those ports inunecliately in stemn::;hip~, <.tnd smne 
of the1n as cabin pasBenger~, to ::sr e\v South \V ale/'3, 
In no way did he think that the immigration 
service was satisfactory. He (l\Ir. \Valsh) believed 
that immigrants \Vere being brought in too 
rapidly ; that there was not sufficient care exer­
cised in their selection, and there could not 
be while they were being brought out Ho 
rapidly. He thought there was not sufficient 
care taken to import persons who intended to 
settle in Queensland. Only the other day, he 
(Mr. \Valsh) was at a northern port where he 
saw a steamer about to start for J3risbane, :1nd 
he was astonished at the assiduity with w hi eh 
the Governrnent irn1nigration agent at that port 
provided pas}i.J.geR for in11nigrants \Vho landed 
only a day or two before from a vessel that hacl 
arrived at that port; and, upon inquiring, he (~Ir. 
\Valsh) was told tlutt those were immigmnts that 
should have been sent direct to Brisbane, but 
they came out with the promise that although 
they came direct to Maryborough they would be 
sent on to Brisbane. He (Mr. \Valsh) thought 
that was wrong, inson1uch that when the innlli­
grant vessel arrived at J\Iaryborongh the people 
were gulled with the idea that there were, 
say, 300 adults being sent to that 1mrt to be 
distributed amongst them, whereas it wa., not 
so, because, as in the case referred to, many 
of the immigrants were sent on to Brisbane. 
There was another objection to it ; he believed 
that the charterers of the ships who landed 
these immigrants at 11aryborough received more 
per head than for bringing them on to Brisbane. 
Hence they would be induced to fill up ships for 
these ports ; and probably these immigrants for 
Brisbane, who were sent to 11aryborough at 

extra cost to the country, at the same time held 
in their pocket;; the right to be sent to Brisbane. 
J3nt that was not the worst feature of that ;;hip­
load of immigrants he saw. The next steamer 
that left for J3risbane he st'w again crowded with 
immigrants. He (Mr. \Vabh) was on the wharf, 
and observed many of them going· on board with 
travelling i111pcdimcnta in the shape of boxes and 
luggage, and when they were askerl. if they wer~ 
going to Brisbane, they antlwered "Y cs," and 
down went their boxes into a certain part of the 
vessel. He then hem·d the chief of!1cer say, 
"1\..,..c)\v, passengers for Sydney"! And, then, 
what did he see~ .A (1uantity of luggage of 
immigrants for Sydney being put clown into 
another part of the ship's hold ; and, hence, he 
wa.s forced to the conclusion that by the way 
both system;; were carried on they were filling 
up ships with persons who werely took advantage 
of them to reach the other colonies. If the Gov­
ernment dm1bted his sta,tement, let them call for 
an inquiry ; if they wished for information on 
the subject, let them examine the means within 
their reach. Let them go to the Customs; let 
them go to their own agents and to the mBl·can­
tile people who took cognio:ance of these thing·s, 
and they would find that his statement was 
correct-that many of the immigrants who 
came here, and that cost the colony so much 
1noney, were 1nerely bird.'"{ of pa.ssage to 
go elsewhere and join their friends in the 
other colonies. There was an allu,;ion made 
to there being no danger of bringing ilnn1i­
gwnts out by this particnbr route; but he main­
tah1ed tha,t there was :et Yery grcn,t danger, u,nd he 
maintained also that if the stemners that brought 
out theRe innnigrant~, or nearly every one of 
them, hacl been subjected to the old regulations 
that \Yere adopted with regard to sailing ships 
when they arrived at the different ports of the 
colony, hardly any one of them wouhl have 
received pratique. The quarantine l>tws had 
been abrogated in favour of this company; that 
he did not so much object to, because he had 
always been opposed to the quarantine laws, and 
had u.lways looked upon them as a disgrace; but 
still he maintained that if the state of the immi­
grants landed on our shores now by the service 
was strictly reported, and reported in the Press, 
the people of the colony would demand that 
cm·go after cargo, such as had been landed here, 
should be, as forrnerly, consigned to quarantine. 
Then, again, they knew tht't in the very last 
stea1ner that arrived 111ensleb wm·e prevalent, and 
that there had been deaths from sunstroke-the 
very thing he had prog110sticated when he first 
heard of this service-ttnd that they were going 
to bring people through the Red Sea and again 
through the Indian Ocean; and it would occur 
again and again. It appeare< l to him tht't the 
innnigrant service had been rnade to fit into the 
stemn postal serYicc, and not the steam l'"st:tl 
service into the innnigration Hervice ~tt all. 011e 
had been made to benefit the other. He should 
not Hay anything re:;;pecting the Transcontinental 
Railway Syndicate, or rather the paragraph in 
connection with it. It appeared there was still 
some mystery about it which probably this session 
would not clear up. The paragraph respecting the 
Volunteer Force of the colony, and of the result 
of the Commission, he was very glad to see. He 
had always maintained that they were merely 
throwing n1oney a\vay uvon the Volunteer Ji'orce, 
and probably doing even mme harm than that, 
because they were initiating the rising youth of 
the colony into a bad system in which there was 
anything but discipline, and a system that would 
not conduce to make them either defenders of 
the colony or become permanent soldiers. He 
had stated that repeatedly; and he was glad to 
find the Uovernment that had so often checked 
him for the remarks he made and the warnings 
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he had uttered had arrived at the same conchJ­
sion. He hacl too frequently complained that 
the Government, or members of the Govern­
ment, had too often stood by the Volunteer 
}'orce out of gratitude to them because of the 
notice which the volunteers took of them when 
their presence was seen amongst them. There 
was one subject which he had to congratuhtte 
hon. gentlemen upon, and that was that there 
was one measure in the Governors Speech of 
last year which was not repeated in this-one 
which he took exception to then, and which pro­
bably had a very deterrent effect upon members 
of that House-th>et was, the thre>et made in the 
Governor's Speech in the yeat· 1881 to clo away 
with that Chamber in its present form, and pro­
vide for an elective Chamber. He (Mr. \Vabh) 
could not help thinking that that hacl a very 
1narkecl infinence urJon their proceedings of laHt 
session-that it appeared to have a deterrent 
effect. He had, therefore, to congratulate hon. 
members that they would be able to attach 
themselves to the duties they harl undertaken 
without fear of being sent about their business 
as a reward for their performance. He main­
tained that whenever a subject like that was 
introduced into Parliament it should be by 
the expre'" will of the people of this colony. 
He sairl so last year, nml he repeated it, 
and he was very glad to see that the Uovern­
lnent, for Hon1e reaRon or other, \Vere al)le to 
exclude that measure from their "bill of fare " 
this s~ssion. Probably the smne element that 
instigaterl the Government to insert it in the 
Speech of last year did not exist now. How­
ever, \vhatever rnight be the cause, he congratu­
lated hon. members that, at any rate, without 
apparently being coerced, they 'shoulrl be able 
to attend to the duties imposer! upon them. 
Perhaps this was a very good opportunity of 
paying a pretty correct compliment to those hon. 
members who were not members of that Chamber 
last session. It might be that the Government 
saw by their introduction of those hon. members 
that the Hm!Re so represented the people of the 
colony, and was so improved by the fresh intro­
ductions, that there was no necessity for an 
elective Upper Chamber. The cause had gone, 
and therefore they had been spared the occasion 
of having to deal with their own self-destruction. 
There was one subject he should like to have 
referred to, as it was one of very great moment to 
the colony-that was the question of the colony's 
banking account. It had been mooted that the 
Government had renewed the contract with the 
Queensland l'\ ational Bank for a further term 
of three years. He maintained that if the Gov­
ernment had clone so without telling either Par­
liament or the colony, in whatever bank it was 
placed, it was a matter fraught with very great 
clanger to the community. It should be most 
carefully proceeded with, and certainly should 
carry with it the entire sanction of the people of 
the colony. He maintained that, if it was true 
that the Government had renewed their contract 
with the Queensland l'\ ational Bank for another 
three years, the people of the colony had been un­
justly dealt with. The banking account, if not the 
management of it, should be on behalf of the people 
of the colony, and it was a matter of the very 
gravest moment. He had no complaint what­
ever to make against the way in which the 
banking business was done. He was simply 
complaining of the wn,y in which the Government 
dealt themselves with the account; but he said 
it was a matter fraught with clanger to the 
colony that any institution should have the use 
of a million or a million and a-half of the people's 
money, and the people to have no security 
whatever for that money. He was not aware 
that at that moment the colony possessed one 
atom of seClJrity for the rnone;v that must be 

placed in custody, and safe custody too. He 
had no doubt of that institution, but it was not 
true commercial business. \Vould a private 
indiviclual so go and lodge with any institution a 
million of his money and get no security for it? 
And yet the people of this colony were allowing 
their Government to do so, or the people's repre­
seutatives were, as he was credibly informed, 
and it was a subject worthy of notice. He, at 
any rate, entered his protest against it. He 
n1aUe no sinister in~dnuations concerning that 
institution, but he said that some more interest 
should be taken in it by that House, who were so 
deeply interested in it. It was not done on 
strictly commercial principles. If so much 
as a million and a-half of money was dele­
gated to any institution, that institution shonld 
give secnrity for it. He was led to make these 
remarks by seeing the total omission in the 
Uovernor's Speech of that momentous subject, 
the banking account of the colony. In year,, 
past people took less interest in it, because the 
colony was always in debt; but now the colony 
was always in credit with the bank, and the 
bank must find use for the money. He did not 
care what bank it was, it must find use for the 
money, and the very use of that money might be 
advantageous to the colony. He did not say it 
was, but it might be if any large sum was placed 
at the disposal of an institution. He supposed 
the hon. Postrnaster-General 'vonld give Hmne 
explanation of the subject, and he begged that 
the hon. gentleman would bear in mind that it 
wt" only on behalf of the country that he had 
ventured so imperfectly to record his sentiments 
on the subject, and he dicl so from the strong 
faith he possessed that, while they wore respon­
sible for the public wealth-the public cash-they 
should not be doing their duty if they allowed 
it to be placed in any hands except in a strictly 
commercial way, and in such hands as ordinary 
mercantile people themselves would confide it. 
He repeated that he was glad indeed to see that 
the colony was in the highly prosperous state it 
w,,s. He believed it had thrived in common 
with the rest of the colonies and the rest of the 
world. At the same time he would willing]~· 
giv·e a good deal of credit to the Government for 
having lJlaced the reputation of the colony in 
such a very high degree as it was possessed with 
at that moment. Jllluch was clue to the Govern­
ment, he maintained, for the present state of the 
colony, but they should put such a check upon 
that Govemment as would prevent them, while 
endeavouring to do too much, bringing about a 
state of things that might end in something like 
a collapse. 

The POST:MASTER-GI~::'\ERAL said that, 
before replying to the remarks of the Hon. Mr. 
\Valsh, he would simply say that it must be a 
matter of congratulation to them all to have two 
such valuable additions to their number, as had 
been proverl by the speeches that had been made 
by the Hon. Mr. 'I'hynne and the Hon. Mr. 
King. It had shown to a certain extent that 
Mr. \Valsh was right-that was to say, with 
reference to the necessity of an elective l)pper 
House ; but he would point out that the remarks 
of the hon. gentleman were certainly the greatest 
insult to that body of gentlemen who were there 
aSKembled that he had ever heard in his life. 
He actu11lly told me1nbers of the Legislati vn 
Council of queensland that they were kept by 
the Govemment in a state of fear because it had 
been proposed that a Bill to make this Chamber 
elective was to be introduced. He said if 
that was a fact it was the strongest argument 
in favour of introducing an elective Bill that 
had ever been adduced in that House. How­
ever, he did not share that opinion. He 
had a higher opinion of the hon. members of 
that House th,.11 the I!on, JYir, Wi!lsh. He 
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would say, with reference to the subject, that he 
held to a great extent with the Hon. Mr. vV alsh, 
that they should have the voice of the people on 
this point-that the people should be heard, and 
should be heard through a general election. 
Holding that view he thought that if the Govern­
ment had done wisely, as the other branch of the 
Legislature had not a very long career to run, 
that it should be held in suspense until the voice 
of the people was heard on the subject. He, 
for one, was strongly in favour of an elective 
Upper House. That was only his individual 
opinion. He believed that the majority of his 
colleagues shared his opinions ; and he had no 
doubt that, if they were fortunate enough to be 
in power after the general election came, that 
that would be part of the programme that might 
be submitted to the country. The hon. gentle­
man complained in the first instance when he 
commenced his speech, first of the length of the 
Speech, and then, which was an anomaly, of the 
shortness of the Reply. How were they to 
please the hon. gentleman? He would have com­
plained if the Speech had been short and the Heply 
long. He (Mr. Morehead) did not quite know 
how they could please him. He (Mr. '.Valsh) 
also stated that he thought they should have had 
a longer Reply and, with that natural loyalty they 
all gave him credit for, thought that they should 
have alluded in the Heply to the most dastardly 
attack which was made on Her Majesty's life. He 
(Mr. Morehead) might tell that hon. gentleman 
and other hon. members that it was the intention 
of the Government to ask both Houses of Parlia­
ment to present an Address to Her Majesty with 
reference to it, and, therefore, it was considered 
necessary to be mentioned in the Speech and 
not alluded to in the lleply. That was the 
reason, and he gave the hon. gentleman every 
credit for calling attention to it. Then the hon. 
member passed on to the Divisional Boards Act. 
He (Mr. Morehead) had held a very strong 
objection to the Divisional Boards Act, and 
opposed it, believing it to be a bad one ; but he 
he had seen reasons for altering his opinion with 
reference to that Act. The Hon. Mr. Buzacott 
would know that he was opposed to it in the 
other place, and he had seen every reason to 
alter his views. No revolutionising Act, such as 
that, could be made perfect at first, but with the 
alterations the Government proposed to intro­
duce they would make it even a better measure 
than it was at present. The Hon. Mr. Cowli­
shaw had been intimately connected with the 
working of the Act, and he was certain that that 
gentleman would bear him out that the Act, 
when amended, will work well. The hon. gen­
tleman (Mr. Walsh) then went on to talk about 
what he must consider to be his (Mr. More­
head's) own particular department-the mail 
and imrrligration service; also, it was now, 
and he was very glad of the combination, 
the mail, trade, and immigration service-they 
could call it the whole three if they 
liked. It could not be denied that, so far as the 
postal service to Brisbane was concerned, it 
had not proved a great success ; but so far as the 
ports north of Brisbane, or, at any rate, north of 
.Maryborough, were concerned, it had proved a 
great success. Now as regarded the hon. gentle­
man saying that it might be a benefit to some few 
traders, merchants, so far as the trading ser- · 
vice was concerned, it is of no benefit to the 
general public. He left it to anyone here or else­
where, who knew anything about business, or 
about trading, to say whether the fact had not 
been this-that it has been an equal benefit to 
the purchaser and to the consumer, for the simple 
reason that they might go to any tradesman, he 
did not care where they took him, and he would 
tell them this-" Instead of getting thousands 
flnd thous~nds of p011nds of stock in my store or 

my shop, I can do with one-third or one-fourth, 
and I can bring out goods to suit the fashion in 
each mail steamer that is coming." Those are 
facts that no trader can deny. The benefit of 
that had been, of course, that the consumer had 
been able to buy at a lower price-at any 
rate, he (Mr. Morehead) had had his own experi­
ence amongst tradesmen in Queensland who 
were opposed to the mail service, and who had 
volunteered the information that they never 
would have believed what benefit they would 
have derived from it and their customers, for if 
the service benefited the traders it must also 
benefit the customer. '.Vith reference to it as a 
mail service he would say this-that the present 
Government had instituted the cheapest mail 
service in the world, so far as the general public 
were concerned. That was to say, that the 4d. 
long sea service rate was the cheapest rate for 
the distance in the world, and he was glad to see 
that month after month it had been more generally 
availed of by the public of Queensland. He had 
only before him that morning statistics with refer­
ence to the letters posted in Brisbane, and the 
numbers posted last month were 3,200 as against 
2,800-that was to say, 3,200 sent by the four· 
penny and 2,800 by the Brindisi-showing· 
that, although we may have the more lengthy 
service, they had conferred a boon upon the 
lower classes of the community. 'l'his, he might 
mention, \vas of more cow:;equence than thne. 
The Hon. Mr. W alsh altogether omitted to 
make any criticism upon the Transcontinental 
Syndicate except one remark, "'.V e will hear 
more of this by-and-bye; we have not heard the 
end of this." Therefore distinctly implying that 
there was something b~hind which the Govern­
men were afraid or ashamed to show. There 
was nothing with reference to that or another 
matter that the Government were ashamed to show 
that House, or any person in the world. They 
were quite prepared, when the time came, to put 
every paper on the subject on the table of that 
House, and give hon. members every opportunity 
of discussing them, and, in fact, to give them 
every information that lay in their power. He 
himself thought that it was hardly fair that by 
such a word a slur should be cast upon a body of 
individuals whom he did not believe anybody--

The HoN. W. H. W ALSH: I was not dream­
ing of the explanation the hon. member put upon 
it. I was not supposing for a moment the Gov­
ernment were afraid to put the papers on the 
table of the House. I simply said I cannot 
understand them, and we shall hear more here­
after. 

The POSTMAST:B~R-GENEHAL said that if 
he misunderstood the hon. gentleman he ex­
pressed his regret, but certainly his remarks con­
veyed to him that impression. The hon. member 
then went on to speak of the volunteers. He 
(Mr. Morehead) was not going to discus" them 
then ; there would be quite time enough to do so. 
The Hon. Mr. '.V alsh knew that he never was an 
advocate of the volunteer system. The hon. gentle­
man wound up his remarks by making a reference 
to the disposition of the banking account of the 
colony. If the hon. gentleman wanted information 
on that point he had only to ask for the corres­
pondence, which would be readily put upon the 
table of the House. He was willing, and in fact 
wished, to dis~uss the whole merits of the trans­
action or transactions that took place between 
the Government and the Queensland National 
Bank when the papers were produced, and when 
they had the facts before them. If the hon. 
gentleman would give notice for the papers that 
he wished he would be only too happy to supply 
them. '.Vith reference to the policy of the 
Government ; he thought it was fully and fairly 
set forth in the paper he held il! his hand, The 
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hon. member (11r. \Vabh) stated that there were 
a large number of Bills set down that probably 
would not be introduced into the House. That 
\vas quite likely. There \vas never a Governor's 
Speech yet which did not contain a large number 
of Bills that were not brought forward, but it 
was not the intention of the Government to 
bring them all forward. 'L'hey had certltinly no 
intention to "Lurk" discuBHion on anv one of 
thooe questions; he hoped to get t'hem all 
thr_ough, alHl if he could not it would be simply 
owmg as much to the bult of hon. members 
thcmsel ves as to the Government, and possibly to 
the difficulties that might arise elsewhere aud in 
that Chmnher. He thought the colony was to be 
congratulated on the almost extmordinary state of 
prosperity which they were enjoying, a prosperity 
which the Coverument had not the httrdihood 
to say was caused by their etforts ; but he had 
certainly the self-conceit, possibly, to say that he 
believed the Govemment, by their policy, and 
by their line of ::tction, had considerably temled 
to bring about this most favourable state of 
affairs. 

The HoN. C. H. BUZA COTT said it was not 
his intention then to discuss the whole of the 
matters referred to in the Speech, which, on the 
whole, he thonght was a comprehensive and 
excellent one. lf he could only think that 
Parliament would entertain the measures which 
were vrornised, and give thnrongh ea.rnest con­
sideration to them, he should be better pleased 
than he had been with the bst and previous 
se'£oions. He deplored, tcncl he had no doubt 
most members of that House did also, the very 
small amount of lnminess that was snlnnitted 
to them last RPssion. They were there pre­
pared to consider Bills ::tncl discuss them, and 
improve them, but they could not get the Bills 
up. He very much regretted to see that the 
very import::tnt Bill which they on two occa­
sions sent clown-he referred to the Inxanity 
Bill-the other Chamber in its wisdom did w;t 
see fit to entertain, or more than formally enter­
tain. It nnmt be deplored that :1 great de:tl of 
their time had been spent in objectless discussions 
on obstruction and formalities. \Vhat they wanted 
was forn1ernbers of the I_.jegislatureto bring in pr:1c­
tical common sense to bear U]Jon the important 
statutes. They had a gTeat number of Acts 
on the statute-book which, he said-without pre­
tending to reflect upon those who passed them, 
bec:tuse they had outgrown them-were a dis­
grace to the present age. They had ::tn immense 
amount of work to do in reforming the Acts of 
this colony aud bringing them into harmony 
with the spirit of the age. It was, perhaps, a 
matter which they were bound to give con­
sideration to that every Bill brought in w::ts 
to repeal some Act. It was :1 confession 
that previous legislation had been a failure. 
Perhaps it would be injurious to the colony 
if they had too much legislation, as it had 
been to have too little. He should bo wrry to 
have what he might call a diarrhcea of legisla­
ticm, lJecause it \vould sweep away very n1uch 
that was valuable and good. But he thought 
they w::tnted very much more legislation than 
they had had hitherto. They wanted legislation 
of a higher kind and more effective character. 
Their legi,;lation was constantly confined to 
small amending Bills; and it had been found 
by experience tha-t whenever a good comrn·ehen­
sive or solid Bill was brought in there was 
very little disposition to entertain it. It got left 
over towards the close of the session, and there 
was no encouragement to the Government to 
bring in con1prehensive and \Veil-considered rnea.­
sures when they found the careless way in which 
members of the Legislature were ::tpt to treat 
them. He was not going to defend, ::ts the Hon. 
Mr. \V ::tlsh hinted, wh::tt w;1,s called theDivision::tl 

Boards Act. He was very much pleased to find 
the hon. Postmaster-General ::tclmowledge that 
he had changed his opinion. He h1td a higher 
opinion than before of the Postmaster-General, 
for this reaoon-that a man who was not ashamed 
to chnuge his opinion lvhen \vrong was always a 
better man than one who was wrong and yet ad­
hered to his opinion. It was only what he h::td be­
lieved the hon. member would do when he smv 
the working of the measure-or not thnt parti­
cular n1easure, for he laid no stress upon that­
but, when he s;,w the people managing their 
own atfairs, he (1Ir. Buzacott) was sure the 
h<m. member would see that it was the best sys- , 
tem yet devised for carrying· out the details of 
administration in the colouy. He offered no 
apulogy for the Divisional Boards Act. There 
was no hon. member who knew its defects better 
than he did. He would point out to the House 
that when the Bill w::ts introduced it was a 
perfect impossibility to lJass a complete and full 
measure. They had to bring· in an elementary 
measure which would allow :1 great deal uf 
elasticity, and under which a divi,ional board 
would not be compelled to have a solici­
tor at its elbow-that was the difficulty in the 
Loc11l Government Act previously introduced. 
His experience was that when the Local Gov­
ernment Act c11me into operation the municipal 
councils felt themselves paralysed-they had to 
consult a lawyer-they could do nothiug without 
the opinion of a lawyer. He httd a very high 
respect for lawyers, but he thought their abilities 
were rather of a destructive than construc­
tive character, and he preferred seeing the 
Government bring in :1 measure that would allow 
a good deal of elasticity and enable the members 
of the divisional boards to use their common 
sense; for he held the opinion that common 
sense was better than law. He hoped that the 
Bill which the Government intended to intro­
duce would diminish many of the defects of the 
vresent measure, and that, further, the Govern­
ment would see their way in amending the 
Bill to extend the power of the boards and 
repose more confidence in these local bodies, 
because there was nothing 1nore injurious to the 
st<Ltus of :1 local body th,m to ridicule it, or 
refuse to entrust it with responsibility. If the 
people found that they could not ::tppeal for 
redress to the Central Government-that they 
must depend entirely upon themselves-they 
would then take a deeper interest in their 
own affairs, and take care to choose men \Vith 
honesty, integrity, ::tnd ability. The Hon. Mr. 
\Valsh was generally very accurate in his state­
ments, but he did not think he was quite correct 
in stating that in originating the Divisional 
Boards Act it was found necessary to employ 
some poor men connected with the aristocracy 
of the neighbourhood. He (Mr. Buzacott) had a 
very clear recollection of the great howl raised 
throughout the colony at what was considered 
the despotic action of the Government in creating 
divisional boards even where the people them­
selves refused to take action. \Vhen it was 
seen that the Government then enforced the 
measure upon the colony, it could not be 
said that it was stm·ted by men who wanted 
to provide for their hiends. He thought there 
was a discrepancy in this which the Hon. l\Ir. 
Walsh would have some difficulty in recon­
ciling with his statement. There was no doubt 
the British-India Mail Service had given gre::tt 
facilities for the importation of merchandise, 
::tnd enabled goods to be brought into the colony 
at a much cheaper rate than before. This did 
not, as was said, put the money into the pockets 
of the merchants, but into the pockets of the 
consumer. No doubt the first etfect w::ts to give 
a little profit to the merclmnts, but the ulti­
m::tte effect w::ts that the competition would re-
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suit in benefit to the consumer. This mail :;er­
Yice enabled their bu:;ine:;:; men to introduce 
their f:ood:; direct from the be:;t houses, in:;tef1d 
of haYing good.ii forced upon them becan:;e perhaps 
they conld not be"'>ld in Sydney; anclhesaid the:;e 
facilities were Cfl,lculated Yery much to promote 
the progre:;s of the colony. He regarded light 
and pilotage dues as an obstruction to the business 
of the colony, and had opposed them ever since 
they had been put on. He did not doubt that 
they might be looked at from a mercantile point of 
view-that, as the Government ]Jrovided pilots, 
they were (jnite justified in charging for their 
serYices. It was, however, a fact that with all 
the shipping trade of the colony they hnd got 
only £18,000 of revenue from these dues ; and 
this £18,000 did not compenomte for the obstruc­
tion to the shipping of the colony and the loss 
the people su:;tained through the let and hindrance 
they caused to the trade of the colony. They 
might depend upon it that every measure they 
could introduce to facilitate the shipping trade, 
to encourage vessels to con1e here-to encourage 
people to send their goods from one part of the 
colony to another-every assistance they could 
give of that kind benefited the whole of the 
people and promoted the interests of the colony. 
Everybody got some aclYantage from it, either 
directly or indirectly. l<'or that reason he had 
read that portion of the Speech with very 
great pleasure, and he confessed that, if he had 
felt very strong objection to any other por­
tion, this passage would have been a redeem­
ing feature in it. He did not say that he 
was not satisfied with the Speech. On the 
whole he thought it an excellent one, and 
the only thing he was afraid of was that some 
things promised in it would not be carried out. 
He ho)Jed that the Government would impress 
upon the other House that they must have their 
matters considered, and that they would not 
submit to those continual adjournments and 
waste of time which resulted in many important 
matters of legislation being deferred. He thought 
the Government should say, "We have brought 
in these measures because we believe the colony 
ro<plires them and because public interest de­
nmnds that they should be passed, and we will 
not consent to retain our places if Parliament 
persistently refuses to take these measures into 
consideration." He was rather hopeful of the 
results from this session after all. They had 
had during the existence of the present Parlia­
ment a great deal of ill-feeling and a great deal 
of obstruction ; but he hoped that a better day 
had now dawned, and that members of both 
Houses would now feel inclined to go earnestly 
into the business of the country, in order that 
it might not be said of the present Parliament 
that it had been the most unproductive Parlia­
ment that had ever existed in the history of 
queensland. He hoped there would be so much 
clone that the people of the colony would be 
able to oay that the Parliament which now 
existed had been of real benefit. He could 
not endorse the Hon. :!\Ir. \V alsh'o feeling 
with respect to the constitution of the 1J pper 
House. He believed no member of that House 
felt at all under coercion, or anything of that 
sort, from the announcement of the Govern­
ment's intention to bring in a Bill for the 
e,;tabliohment of an elective Upper House. 
He believed every member would be 'luite 
willing to consider a measure of that sort. He 
himself was not in favour of it, but still he held 
that there was a great deal to be said for it, 
and he should like to hear everything that might 
be said for it. He held, however, that the 
present system was cap11ble of very considerable 
improvement, and that eYen a discussion on a 
Bill for making the Upper House elective would 
have a wholesome effect upon the nominated 

House. He did not apprehend any such el'il 
from the bringing in of a Bill of this kind as the 
Hnn. l\fr. \V alsh seemed to think imminent. 
He should like to say one word respecting the 
Insanity Bill. He did not think it wonld be <1nite 
fair on the part of the Government to introduce 
this Bill to the Upper House a third time, and 
thought that it should first be passed in the 
other House. They had spent a great deal 
of time and trouble in considering its pro­
visions last session, and when it was sent down 
it was shelved. He considered that they ohould 
absolutely refuse to consider this Bill again 
until it came up from the other House. It was 
a very important Bill, aucl he hoped the Govern­
ment would press it upon the other Houoe, and 
bring all the influence they could to bear upon 
the members of the other· House to get the Bill 
through this year. 

The Ho)'[. 1<'. H. HAHT said that hon. mem­
bers who had already spoken upon the Governor's 
Speech left very little to be said on the matter. 
For his part, he conoiclerecl the Speech a good 
one, and intended to support the Addre:;o in 
1-Ceply. He should not have spoken at all did 
he not think that some remarks made by the 
Hon. Mr. vValsh re(juired notice from him. 
That hon. gentleman had been replied to by the 
hon. the Postmaster-General; and he (Mr. 
Hart) could only say that the British-India 
:Mail SerYice was looked upon as a very great 
boon indeed in all the Northern ports of <-lueens­
lancl. 'rhat this was so was shown by the very 
large cargoes coming out to these ports l?Y 
the steamers of the company. The Hon. Mr. 
\Valsh stated that the mail service was of no 
use to them, that they were being taxed by this 
large snbsidy of £55,000, and they were getting 
nothing for it in return. In answer to that, he 
might state that np to the present time the 
British-India Company had spent in the port of 
Bl'isbane alone over £30,000; and if they con­
sidered an expenditure in the Northern ports in 
proportion, they could calculate for themselves 
that there wa.s actually more than the amount of 
subsidy spent by the company in the colony. 
J\Iore than two-thirds of that £30,000 spent in 
BriBhane \vas Rpent among the labouring 1nen 
of this port-the wharfingers and steYeclorcs 
and lighter men. These steamers came out 
with coloured crews, and the whole work of 
discharging and loading their cargo was clone by 
shore-labourers, not only in Brisbane, but going 
up and down the coast. Gangs of shore-labourers 
were carried to discharge and load the vessels at 
the :1'\ m·thern ports. The rest of the money was 
spent upon coals and stores. He thought it right 
that he should make these remarks, because he 
had heard it said out of doors that they were 
getting no return frmn the subsidy, 'vhei-eas in 
~·eality the whole of the subsidy was being spent 
in the colony. The Hon. Mr. \Valsh had made 
sonw rernarks also about sorne of the innnigrants 
who had come out by these 'teamers being for 
the port of Melbourne as well as for Hockhamp­
ton and Brisbane. 

The HoN. W. H. W ALSH: I distinctly stated 
a sailing veRsel. 

The HO)'[. F. H. H"\.RT said he understood the 
hon. gentleman to refer to the stemners of the 
oomp,my. He would also remind the hon. gen­
tlenlan that iinmigrants coming out at the ~x­
pense of the Government of this colony and gomg 
to the other colonies was nothing new ; he had 
heard of the same thing for years. He omitted 
to mention in regard to what the P'lstmaster­
General had said-" That this service as a postal 
service had not been a succesq ;" but they must 
nllow the contractors time to put things straight. 
They had 8,ccepted a contract for the construction 
of six powerful new steamers, and as soon as they 
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were finished they would be put upon the line, 
and, he had no doubt, would materially reduce the 
time between London and Brisbane, and make 
it a shorter mail service than any other. He 
should ,;up port the motion for the adoption of the 
Address in Reply. 

Question-That the address as read by the 
Clerk be adopted-put and passed. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL moved that 
the Address as agreed to be presented to His 
Excellency the Governor by the President, the 
mover and seconder, and such other members as 
might be present at noon to-morrow. 

Question put and passed. 

ADJOUHNMENT. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL moved that 
this House do now adjourn till 3 o'clock to­
morrow. 

The HoN. \V. H. WALSH considered that 
they should follow the usual practice, and meet 
at the usual hour until the alteration was carried 
by a resolution of the House. 

The PRESIDJ~NT pointed out to hon. gentle­
men that until a Sessional Order was passed it 
was absolutely necessary for the hon. gentleman 
moving the adjournment of the House to name 
the hour to which he wished to adjourn. 

The POSTMASTER-GENERAL said the 
motion he had made was quite in accordance 
with what had occurred before. He found in 
the report of the proceedings on the 5th July of 
last year-

" The IIonse adjourned at twenty minutes to 6 o'clock 
till 3 o'clock to-morrow." 

He was merely following the precedent in exist­
ence. He did not wish to do anything but 
that. 

(~uestion put and passed, and the Hou~e 
adjourned at four minutes to 6 o'clock. 




