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738 Gulland' s, Etc., Bill. [ASSEMBLY.] Fire Brigades Bill. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Tuesduy, 27 Septem1Je1·, _1881. 

Petitions.-Gulland"s Branch Lines of Railway llill.
Local Government Act Amendment Bill.-Qucs
tiom;.-Police Jurisdiction Extension Bill-third 
rcading.-Fire BrigadeR Bill-commit.tee.-Liqnor 
Retailers Licensing Bill- rommitt.ee.- Supply
resumption of committee.-Adjournment. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

PETITIONS. 
The Hox. S. W. GRIFFITH presented a 

petition from :Members and :Elders of the Creek
street Presbyterian Church relating to the Licruor 
Retailers Licensing Bill. 

Petition read and received. 
Mr. GRil!':FITH presented a similar petition 

from Members of the \Vharf-street Baptist 
Church. 

Petition read and received. 
Mr. GRIFJ<'ITH preset1ted a petition from 

certain inhabitants of Brisbane relating to the 
Liquor Retailers Licensing Bill, particularly in 
reference to appeals against decisions of justices. 

Petition read and received. 
Mr. GRLi!'J<'ITH presented a similar petition 

also signed by inhabitants of Brisbane. 
Petition read and received. 
The COLONIAL SECHETAltY (Sir Arthur 

Palmer) presented a petition from the Executive 
Officer of the Queensland l.'nited Licensed Vic
tuallers' Association, relating to the Liquor 
Retailers Licensing Bill. 

Petition read and received. 
Mr. GHIMES presented a petition from the 

congregation of the Baptist Church at South 
Brisbane, praying that the Liquor ltetailers 
Licensing Bill, now before the House, he so 
amended as to prohibit the sale of intoxicating 
liquors on Sundays; also a petition from the 
inhabitants of Boggo, to the same effect. 

Petitions read and received. 

GULLAXD'S BRANCH LINES OF 
RAILWAY BILL. 

On the motion of the MINISTER FOR 
WOHKS (Mr. Macrosf'i:tn), this Bill was read a 
third time, passed, and ordered to be transmitted 
to the Legislative Council with the usual rnes
sage. 

LOCAL GOVER::'\::\IEXT ACT AMEND
MENT BILL. 

On the motion of the PREMIEit (Mr. 
Mcilwraith), this Bill was read a third time, 
passed, and ordered to be transmitted to the 
Legislative Council with the usual message. 

QUESTIOXS. 
1\Ir. GRIFJ<'ITH asked the Colonial Secre

tary-
1. A1·e there any Regulations in force, undrr the Act 

26 Vie., X o. 5, respecting the introduction of Immi~ 
grant!i from British India? 

2. If so, are they printed, and where may they be 
found in the Ga::ette ~ 

3. ·win the Goyernmcnt lay copies of them on the 
table of the House? 

The COLOXIAL SECRETARY replied
!. Yes. 
2. Yes. They may be found in the Gorei'IWWill Ga::ette 

of the 8th July, 18Gt. 
3. Yes. 

POLICE .JURISDICTIOX EXTENSION 
BILL-THIHD READING. 

On the motion of the COLONIAL SECRJ<~
TARY, this Bill was read a third time, passed, 
and ordered to be transmitted to the Legisla
tive Council with a message in the usual form. 

FIRE BRIGADES BILL-Cm\IMITTKK 
On the motion of the COLONIAL SECHE

TARY, the House went into Committee of the 
·whole to consider this Bill in detail. 

Preamble postponed. 
On clause 1-" Repeal of J<'ire Brigades Act 

of 1876"- . 
The COLONIAL SECRET ArtY said he pro

posed to negatiYe this clause and substitute the 
following clause in its place :-

The Fire Brigades .\.et of 1876 is hereby repealed, 
but nothing herein contained shall affect any act or 
thi.ng lawfully done or contracted to lJc done nnclPr the 
authority of the said ~\.et, or in any way affcet the ('011-
stitntion of any of the fire brigades created or exh;ting 
under the authority of the said .\.et. 

Provided that all fire brigade boards anrl officers of 
fire brigades appointed under the provisions of the f'aitl 
repealed Act shall continue and be subject to the provi
sions of this Act, until the appointment of hoards and 
oflicers of fire brigades in the manner hereinafter pro
vided. 

Hon. members might not see a great deal of 
difference between the clauses now; but when 
they got further on in the Bill it would be found 
that the clause had to he n,ltered to make it fit in 
with other clauses. He moved the clause form
ally. 

Question put and negatived. 
Question-That the new clause stand part of 

the Bill-put and passed. 
Clauses 2 to fi, inclnsiYe, lXl.ssed as printed. 
On clause 6-" Extension of Act to snburhs"-
1\Ir. GRIFFITH said the clause did not 

appear to be consistent with the new clause to 
follow clause 9 which provided that-

u It shall lJe lawful for the superintendent, or, in his 
absence, for any·assistant superintendrnt of a fire 
brigade, in the case of any fire occurring outside the 
limits of the tmrn in which such fire brigade hns 
been established, to lH'OCcetl with such members of his 
fire brigade, engines, and other fil)Pliances as he may 
deem necessary, for the purpose of f':Ktinguishing such 
fire or preventing it from spremling. 

"Snchsnperintendentorm.sistant snperintend.ent shall 
have and exercise at any such tire the ~:<ame powers as 
he is by this Act empowered to exerrisc in the ca.:-e of 
fires occurring jn the town h1 which his fire l)rigade has 
been established. 

HAnd any damage caused in the due execution of the 
power• couferred by this section shall be deemed to be 
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damage by fire within the meaning, but subject to the 
conditions of any policy of insurance against fire, which 
is effected on any buHding so damaged." 

He would ask whether that covered all that was 
proposed by clau•e 6, or would clause 6 cover other 
insurances? \V as it intended to extend the area 
over which insurance companies should contri
bute? 

The OOLO~IAL SEORETAltY: By pro
clamation. 

~fr. GRIFFITH said he saw that, but the 
new clause provided that the authority of the 
superintendent might be exercised outside the 
limits of a town. 

The COLO~IAL SECRETARY said he did 
not see that the two clauses clashed at all. 
Clause 9 might, to a certain extent, repeat what 
there was in clause 6. 

Mr. 'BEATTIE thought the clause as it stood 
was a most judicious one, and one that was very 
much wanted indeed, as at present fire brigades 
showed a reluctance to go outside their boundary 
unlc,;s somebody called on them for their services. 
The clause would also give a Yery great incen
tive to the establishing of local fire brigades. 

Question put and passed. 
On clause 7-" Appointment of officers"
The COLOXIAL SECRETARY said he had 

a new clause to substitute for this, which differed 
very materially from it. Clause 7, as printed in 
the Bill, was-

" It shall be lawful for the GoY ern or in Council, on the 
nomination of a majority of the members of any fire 
brigade, to ap}Joint a superintendent and one or more 
as:::;istant superintendents of such fire brigade, and. the 
appointment of every such superintendent and a.ssistant 
SU}Jerintendent shall forthwith be notified in the 
Ga::ette." 

Hon. members would see that that clause did not 
say for wliat time the superintendent or deputy 
superintendent should be appointed. He had 
seen many persons, and heard a great deal on 
the subject, and he believed the general opinion 
among firemen-he did not say " universal," 
because he knew the present superintendent of 
the Brisbane :Fire Brigade wag very strongly 
opposed to it-the general feeling was that the 
appointment should be an annual one. ]<'or his 
own part, he was not tied down to any opinion, 
and did not care whether the appointment was 
annual, or during good behaviour, or during 
pleasure; but he was rather inclined to favour 
the appointment being made annually. "Gnder 
cbuse 7 in the Bill it might be supposed that the 
appointment would be a permanent one, which 
was not meant at all ; but the new clause showed 
much more clearly what was meant. He pro
lH>sed to negative clause 7, and substitute the 
following :-

It shall be I::.twfnl for the GoT"ernor in Council, on the 
nomination of a majority of the member.-; of any fire 
brigade, to appoint a ~uperintendent and one or more 
assistant superintendents of such Hre brigade; and the 
nomination and appointment of every sneh superinten
dent and assistant superintendent shall be nutde annually 
in the mouth of )larch. But nothing herein contained 
shall prevent the nomination and appointment of any 
SUIJerintendent or al:'sistant superintendent at any othrr 
time for the purpose of filling any vacancy in these 
offices by reason of death or resignation, or any other 
cause; or the appointment by the Governo1· in Council 
of any superintendent or assistant superintenclent, on 
the failure of the fire brigade to make the nominntion 
herein before l>rovided. 

~ir. B.EATTIE said he hoped the Colonial 
Secretary would not negative the clauHe. He 
felt very strongly on the subject because he 
thought it would be an injudicious alteration. 
Let them take a volunteer corps, for instance. 
A captain wa:; elected to command a purely 
volunteer corps, but if he was elected every ye&r 

how would it be possible to have any discipline; 
and how would it be possible to get the best men 
under such a system ? He believed it would do 
a very great deal of injury to volunteer bodies. 
There would also have to be a provbion made in 
the clause with reference to paid superinten
dents. Supposing the superintendent was a paid 
officer of a paid brigade, and supposing any of the 
towns 1n the Xorth decided upon having a paid 
brigade, they would have the whole power and 
control over their paid servants. The people 
who subscribed would have to appoint the 
superintendent and not the men. It would be 
unfair to the contributors to allow men whom 
they employed to appoint their own officers. 
In his opinion it would be a suicidal policy to 
allow the men in volunteer bodies to elect their 
officers"every year, and more particularly so in 
the case of volunteer fire ·brigades. They might 
elect one of their number simply because he 
was "hail-fellow-well-met" with them, although 
he might be totally unqualified to grapple with 
a difficulty in a great emergency. The proYision 
was not necessary in order to get a bad man out, 
because no superintendent who had lost the con
fidence of his men would hold the position for 
twenty-four hours; no one with the sense of 
manhood would think of waiting for the end 
of the year, to go out. But human nature 
was such that cliques often arose in such bodies, 
and it might happen that a superintendent 
would decline to contest an election to the 
office. In such a case two or three of the 
men, knowing the feeling of the superinten
dent, might keep him out by propo~ing another 
candidate, and the officer elected would prob
>thly not represent the body, but be simply the 
nominee of two or three of the men. The 
Colonial Secretary, being so accustomed to dis
cipline himself, and knowing so much about 
volunteer-,;, would see how dangerous such a pro
vision would be. There could bP no objection to 
clause 7 as it stood, though, perhaps, it might be 
improved by the addition of a proviso that if 
insurance companies, municipalities, or other 
corporations decided upon maintaining paid 
bodies thev should be empowered to appoint the 
officers. He hoped the Colonial Secretary would 
not in,ist upon the amendment, because he 
thouO'ht that its adoption would tend to diminish 
the e~p1'it de rm·ps which now existed in the fire 
brigades throughout the colony. 

The COLOXIAL SECHBTARY said hon. 
members should remember in discussing any 
clause of the Bill that this measure related 
entirely to volunteer fire brigades. He had tried 
to include provisions relating to iJaid bodies, bnt 
had found it impossible to do so. The argument 
of the hon. member for I<ortitude Valley-who 
had himself had a good deal to do with fire 
brigades-of course, had .~ome weight, but it must 
always be remembered that the firemen had their 
own ideas, and that they would probably be able 
to get good superintendents by means of yearly 
appointments. It was Yery unlikely that any 
clique would be able to driYe a go,od superin
tendent who had the confidence of his men out 
of the field. He, per~onally, had no feeling on 
the subject, buthecertainlypreferred the annual 
election to the appointment for an indefinite 
length of timP. No doubt, under the present 
sy•tem, if a majority of the members petitioned 
for the removal of a superintendent he would be 
removed ; in fact, in such a cttse he would be 
bound to retire. There would be a tendency on 
the part of .a superintendent to be more active 
and attentive to his duties, supposing he valued 
the position, if he knew that his conduct might 
be discussed once a year. If the Committee, 
howe\·er, decided against the new clause, he 
should not be the least hurt about it ; but, even 
if the 7th clause as it stood should be preserved, 
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would be advisable to add to it the latter half 
f the proposed new clause. He was prepared 

to divide on the subject. 
Mr. McLEAN thought the provision contained 

in the new clause a very wise one. Although 
the necessity had not arisen in Brisbane it might 
have occurred elsewhere, and he thought it was 
better that the men should have it in their power 
once a year to say whether they were satisfied 
with their superintendent or not. If they were 
satisfied with the conduct of the person whom 
they had elected to that high and onerous posi
tion, the probability was that they would elect 
him year after year ; and, if they were not satis
fied, it was far better that they should have the 
opportunity of expressing their desire at the next 
annual meeting to have a change than that they 
should be compelled to petition the Governor in 
Council. There were times when a change was 
beneficial, and the prospect of being able to rise 
to the position of superintendent might often spur 
the men on to a mnre active performance of their 
duties. He should vote for the new clause. 

Mr. MACFARLANE ~aid he was inclined to 
think the original clause was the better of the 
two. No doubt, under the present law, if the 
superintendent gave satisfaction he would be 
re-elected, and he was afraid that the provision 
contained in the amendment, by enabling a clique 
to elect a man who might be unable to perform 
the duties would open the door for bad appoint
ments. If a superintendent found that his 
services were not appreciated he would not care 
to remain in office, and he thought it would be 
better to retain the clause as it was. Once get a 
good man in, it was better to keep him ; and, 
if a bad man got in, it was easy to get rid of 
him. 

Mr. KELLETT said he could not understand 
the logic of the hon. member for Ipswich. 'l'he 
hon. member said that if anyone objected to the 
officer he could not hold his seat ; but the hon. 
member forgot that the officer might fancy he 
was competent, and others might fancy he was 
not. Superintendents, presidents, and vice
presidents of societies should, in his opinion, be 
elected every year. He knew some who had 
been elected year after year by unanimous vote. 
Sometimes by chance a bad man got in, but if he 
did not perform his duties satisfactorily it was 
easy to find a way of getting rid of him. A 
good man who took an interest in the affairs ,,f 
the society was elected without a discordant 
voice every year, and this new clause would give 
a society an opportunity of getting rid of a man 
who was not suitable, or who did not do his 
work. 

Mr. BEATTIB said, if the present clause was 
retained, the addition of the latter part of the 
new clause would be an improvement. The 
volunteer bodies, like other societies referred to 
by the hon. member for Stanley, made their 
own internal regulations, and generally elected 
their officers annually; but this clause was to 
make an annual election compulsory. That was 
unfair and unjust to volunteer bodies, and the 
great majority of the men in his (Mr. Beattie's) 
brigade were against it. Personally, he had no 
feeling on the subject, as he had been elected 
yearly for fourteen years ; but he was express
ing the opinion of the men as well as his own 
when he said that the plan was injudicious 
and was likely to lead to the formation of 
little cliques. Whatever man might be elected, 
whether competent or not, the Government, 
under this Bill, had no power to refuse to pro
claim him. 'J.'he other night the leader of 
the Opposition spoke of a superintendent who 
had pulled down a house seven houses distant 
from a fire. Under this Bill the Government 
would have no power to remove such a superin-

tendent, and great loss of property might result 
from his continuance in office. He hoped the 
Colonial Secretary would insert some provision 
to give the power of appointment to paid bodies. 
The new clause made provision for the appoint
ment of members of volunteer bodies, and surely 
it would be possible to give to the contributom 
to £re brigades a similar power of appointment. 
He should not waste the time of the Committee 
by dividing, but he hoped the Colonial Secretary 
would see his way to retain the 7th clause, atlding 
to it the latter portion of the new clause. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
hon. member for :Fortitude V alley made his 
usual mistake of seeing everything from his own 
point of view, and desiring the Bill to be framed 
just to suit the Brisbane Fire Brigade. The 
Bill had to be framed to suit the requirements of 
other places besides Brisbane; and he thought 
that, on the whole, it was better to leave the men 
to say annually whether they had confidence in 
their superintendent or not. The hon. member 
had suggested another argument in support of 
that view when he referred to the case of the bad 
superintendent who pulled down a house seven 
houses away from a fire. If such an officer had 
been appointed for years, he might go on pulling 
down houses in that way every year; but under 
the present Act he would not be likely to repeat 
the experiment after the first time. He regarded 
the new clause as a decided improvement. 

M:r. WELD-BL"GNDELL said he did not 
agree with the Colonial Secretary : he thought 
the appointment of superintendent of a fire 
brigade should be a permanent one. Such an 
officer might make a mistake through want of 
experience, and the longer he occupied the posi
tion the less likely he would be to make mis
takes ; and as to comparing his position with 
that of the president of a society, the <1ualities 
required in the two cases w0re so different that 
it would be ahnost as reasonable to compare the 
Speaker of the House with the general of an 
army. The qualitie>< required in a superinten
dent of a fire brigade were nerve, presence of 
mind, and capability to command men under 
circumstances of danger, and those qualities 
were developed by experience and the habit of 
command. "G nder a system of annual election, 
also, there 'vas great danger of men scheming 
throughout the year, and making friends with 
the members of the brigade in order that they 
might oust the superintendent on the election 
day, and get the position for themselves. There 
would consequently be incessant canvassing and 
intrigues going on. If a good superintendent 
was once appointed it was better to retain him, 
and, believing that, he should oppose the new 
7th clanse. 

JYir. GRIFJ<'ITH said there appeared to be 
a good deal to say on both sides of the ques
tion. He could see a great objection to the 
system of annual election, and a great objec
tion to the permanent appointment. He would 
suggest that the brigades might be allowed 
to decide by their by-laws whether the appoint 
ments should be annual or otherwise. 

Mr. BEATTIE: .They do so now. 
Mr. GRIFJ<'ITH said, then he understood it 

was optional now with the brigades whether the 
officers should be annually elected or not, and 
this amendment would deprive them of the 
option. The clause, as it stood, left that .am
biguous. At all events, power should be gn:en 
to the Governor in Council to remove a superm· 
tendent if necessary. He was inclined to think 
that if that power were expressly given the 
option of having the elections annual or other
wise might be left to the brigades in framing 
their by-laws. 
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Mr. GRIMES said that not only members of 
brigades, but owners of property and insurance 
companies, were greatly interested in the appoint
ment of proper men. If the appointment were 
left to the whim of a few members of the 
brigade, incompetent superintendents might be 
appointed and great loss of property result. He 
was in favour of the clause as it stood. 

Mr. FOOTE thought the new 7th clause was 
a very safe one, because it was not at all likely 
that the men would elect a bad man to a position 
of such great responilibility. The hon. member 
(Mr. Beattie), as stated by himself, had been 
elected yearly for fourteen years, and the hon. 
gentleman would, no doubt, continue to be 
elected as long as he chose to retain the position. 
If a brigade chose to appoint a new man, it was 
likely that the officer appointed would be, not a 
raw recruit, but a man who thoroughly under
stood the responsibility of the position. 

Mr. BEATTIE pointed out that the proposed 
new clause 18 provided that it should be lawful 
for the fire brigade in >Lny town to make such 
by-laws for the manal,\ement of their affairs, and 
for thei I proper discipline and reg·ul>Ltion, as were 
not inconsistent with the provisions of this or 
n,ny other Act ; and such by-laws, after ap
proval by the fire brigade bon,rd of such town, 
and confirmn,tion by the Governor in Council, 
should be published in the Gazette and thereafter 
have the force of law. According tothn,t clause, 
the members of the brigades might make such 
regulations as they thought proper with regard 
to their internal affairs. With reference to the 
remarks of the leader of the Opposition, he 
thought the Governor in Council ought to have 
the power indicated by the hon. gentlemn,n, 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: So he has. 
Mr. BEATTIE said that the usun,l practice 

when a superintendent had been elected wn,s to 
send "' notification to the Colonial Secretary 
intimating that So-and-so had been chosen by a 
majority of the brigade. The superintendent 
was then gazetted. He was not gazetted every 
year, though he (Mr. Beattie) believed that an 
intimation was sent every year to the Colonial 
Secretary's office from all the brigades, saying if 
n, reappointment .had taken place, or whn,t other 
appointment had been made, and only the latter 
were gazetted. He thought the ln,w was good as 
it stood. So far as the remark of the Colonial 
Secretary-that he (1\Ir. Beat tie) only considered 
the question from a Brisbane point of view-was 
concerned, he would like to disabuse the mind 
of the hon. gentleman of n,ny such idea. He 
(Mr. Beattie) did not think about Brisbane at 
all in the matter. ]!'or some time he had thought 
a great deal more about the outlying districts 
and country towns, and had been more anxious 
to see brigades estn,blished in them, being satis
fied that Brisbane could take care of itself. He 
had been in communication with the gren,ter 
number of the officers of brigades in the colony; 
and wn,s, therefore, to some extent, expressing 
their opinions in what he said on this point, and 
not only his own individual opinion. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY pointed out 
that the Government had power to remove. The 
members of the brigade did not make the 
appointment of superintendent, but the Governor 
in Council. The brigade only nominated. 'Vith 
respect to what the hon. member for Fortitude 
Valley stated on the subject of by-laws, he (the 
Colonil11 Secretary) would say that there were 
legally no such things. There was no power to 
make them under the Act. Any by-laws thev 
did make were only binding on themselves, n,nd 
it was not desirable that every association 
throughout the colony should make different by
laws. It would be much better tohaveit decided 

in the Bill whether the election should be 
annual or not. 

Question-That clause 7 stand pn,rt of the Bill 
-put n,nd negatived. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved the 
following new clause :-

It shall be lawful for the Governor in Council, on the 
nomination of a majority of the members of any fire 
brigade, to appoint a superintendent and one or more 
assistant superintendents of such fire brigade ; and the 
nomination and al_)point1nent of every such superin~ 
tendent and assistant superintendent shall be made 
annually in the month of J\Iarch. But nothing herein 
contained shall prevent the nomination and appoint
ment of any superintendent or assistant superintendent 
at any other time for the purpose of filling any vacancy 
in these offices by reason of death or resignation, or any 
other cause; or the appointlnent by the Governor in 
Council of any superintendent or assistant superinten~ 
dent, on the failure of the fire brigade to m>Lke the nomi· 
nation herein before provided. 

Question put and pn,ssed. 
Cln,uses 8 and 9 passed as printed. 
The COLOXIAL SECRETARY moved the 

insertion of the following new clause :-
It shall be la,vful for the superintendent, or, in his 

absence, for any assistant superintendent of a fire 
brigade, in the case of any fire occurring outside the 
limits of the town in which such fire brigade has been 
t\'Mtablished, to proceed with such members of his fire 
brigade, engines, ancl other appliances as he may deem 
necessary, for the purpose of extinguishing such fire .or 
1n·eventing it from spreading. 

Such superintendent or assistant superintendent shall 
have and exercise at any such fire the same powers as 
he is by this Act empowered to exercise in the case of 
iires occurring in the town in which his fire brigade has 
been established. 

And any dan1age caused in the due execution of the 
powers conferred by this section shall be deemed to be 
damage by fire within the 1neaning, but subject to the 
conditions of, any policy of insurance against fire which 
is effected on any building so damaged. 

He said that the hon. member for North Bris
bane had pointed out that clause 6 and this 
cln,use were pretty nearly the same in effect. If, 
however, the hon. gentleman would look at them 
more carefully he would find that, while clause 
6 gave the Governor in Council power to extend 
the provisions of the Act to n,ny place, this new 
clause gave the superintendent or assiJrtant super
intendent power to act outside of towns. 

Mr. GRIFFYrH: Thn,t is so. 
Question put and passed. 
Clause 10 passed as printed. 
On clause 11-"Returns to be furnished by 

fire insurance companies"-
The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved seve

ral verbal amendments in this clause, mn,king it 
ren,d n,s follows :-

Every fire insurance company carrying on business in 
any town to which this Act, or the Act hereby repealed, 
is extended, shall, on or before the last day of February 
in each year, furnish the chairman of the fire brigade 
board with a l'eturn in the form of the schedule hereto, 
s;howing the net amount insured in such town by such 
company during the twelve months immediately pre
ceding the first day of January then last past, after 
deducting such amounts as have been given off by way 
of re-insurance during the same period. And there 
Rhall be annexed to every such return a solemn decla
ration by the manager, secretary, or agent of such com
vany, that the said return contains a true account and 
statement of the net amount insured, after deducting the 
amounts given off as herein before mentioned by the com~ 
pany to which such return relates, during such period 
aforesaid. 

If any fire insurance company fails to furnish such 
return so verified, and within the time specified, such 
company, or the manager, secretary, or agent thereof, 
shall be liable to a penalty of five pounds for every day 
such return remains unfurnished, or unfurnished in the 
ma11ner required. 

Cl~use, as amended, agreed to. 
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On clause 12-" Constitution of fire brigade 
boards"-

The COLOXIAL SECRETARY moved the 
omission of the first two paragraphs with the 
view of inserting the following:-

rrlle mayor of the town shall be eJ; officio chairman of 
the board, and at allrneetings of the board shall, in 
the event of an equality of votes upon any question, 
have a second or casting vote. 

One other member shall be nominated lJy the ~1uni
cipal Council. 

'.rwo other members shall be appointed by the Gover
nor in Council. 

And two other members shall be elected annually in 
the month of ::\larch by the fire insurance companies 
carrying on business in the tow11, and for the 1mrposes 
of such election such fire insurance companies shall 
have one vote for every ten thousand pounds, or portion 
of ten thousand pounds insured, as shown in the return 
herein before required to be furnished by each insurance 
company. 

He had had considerable difficulty in arriving at 
that solution of the difficulty, which met them 
when the Bill was before the House. Hon. 
members were no doubt aware that the Municipal 
Council of Brisbane, and the insurance companies, 
had each held a meeting to consider the matter; 
but they had come to no fixed resolution-at least, 
none had been sent to him. The proposal of the 
Municipal Council seemed to have met with a 
good deal of support-namely, that the COl·po
ration should contribute two-fifths, the Govern
ment two-fifths, and the insurance companies 
one-fifth; but he did not agree with thn,t pro
posal, and thought the one to be moved in a new 
clause later on was a much" fairer way. 

Question put and passed ; and cln,use, as 
amended, passed. 

Clause13-" Constitution of boards under other 
circumstances "-was negatived on the motion of 
the COLONIAL SECRETARY, and the fol
lowing new clause inserted in its place :-

Should the mayor of any town fail to take part in the 
proceedings of the fire brigade board, or the 31unicipal 
Council fail to nominate a tnember of the council for 
a11pointment to such board, or the insurance companies 
fail in the election of one or both of their members, it 
shall be lawful for the Governor in Council to fill all or 
any of the vacancies so caused by such failure on the 
part of the 1nayor, ::\Iunicipal Council, or fire insurance 
companies, anrl to appoint any member of the board so 
constituted to be chairman thereof; and the b mrd so 
constituted shall have and exercise all the powers yested 
in the l>oard as constituted by the provisions of the 
immediately preceding section. 

Clause 15-'' :Fire brigade plant to be vested in 
board "-passed with a verbal amendment. 

On the motion of the COLOKIAL SECRE
TAUY, a new clause was inserted after clause 
14, providing that the superintendent of every 
fire brigade shall be respomible to the fire brigade 
hoard for the safe custody and proper order of 
the whole of the plant of such hoard, and for the 
due efficiency and discipline of the fire brigade, 
and stating the periodical reports which the 
superintendent had to furnish to the board as to 
the condition of brigade and plant. 

The COLOXIAL SECRETARY m0ved that 
clauses 15 and 16-" Payment of assessment by 
insurance companies," and "contribution, if 
any, by Parliament " be omitted, with the view 
of inserting the following new clause :-

l"'or the purpose of raising a fund for the suppol't and 
maintenunee of the fire brigade in any town, the )Iuni
cipal Council thereof shall annually in the month of 
:.Uarch pay to the fire brigade board such sum as they 
may deem necessary, not being less than four per cent. 
nor more than eight per cent. on the total amount of 
"general rates, received by such council during the 
:vear lnst past. as shown by the detailed acr-onnt which 
they ·are required to fnrnlsh to the Colonial 1~reasurer, 
in support of their claim to the annual endowment pro
vided for in the Tncal Government Act of 1878. 

1'he Colonial Trtnsurer shall, on receipt from the 
chairman of the fire brigade boarcl of a certificate of the 

amount contributed bv the :\Inni('ipal Council, cause a 
like amount to be 1m~id to the fire brigade board in 
support thereof. 

And the Insurance Companies carrying on business 
in the town shall contribute to the board a further like 
amount, and such contribution shall be made by t!Ie 
Insurance Companies proportionately to the amouut 
insured by each as shown in the return which each 
company ·is hcreinbcfore rcuuired to furnish to the 
board. 

That was one of the most important clauses in 
the Bill, for it was to provide funds for the 
maintenance of the fire brigades. In order to 
enable hou. members to arrive at the sums 
derivable from municipalities under the 4 per 
cent. assessment, he had had a statement made 
out for the year 1880, from which it appeared 
that Allora would ha.ve to pay £9 Gs. 5d. ; Bowen, 
£10; Blackall, £5 5s. 7d. ; Brisbane, £504 17s. 
7d.; Charters Towers, £35 7s. 2d.; Clermont, 
£7 9s. 7d.; Cooktown, £23 10s. 5d.; Dalhy, £15 
ls. 7d.; Gayndah, £417s. 7d.; Gladstone, £22 4s. 
lOd.; Gym pie, £22 4s.; Ipswich, £53 13s. 7d.; 
Mackay, £35 4s. lOd.; Maryhorough, £9G Ss.; 
Middle Hidge, £3 16s. lOd. ; Rockhampton, £105 
16s. lOd. ; Roma, £19 18s. 5d. ; Sandgate, £4 9s. 
7d.; 1'oowoomb:t, £90 12s.; 1'ownsvillo, £44 7s. 
2d.; and ·warwick, "£51 6s. 5d. The amount 
contributed in Brisbane in 1877 for the fire 
brigade by the insurance companies was £276 llR. 
3c1. It was necessary that a fund of some sort 
should be contributed or else fire hr1gades would 
come to an end ; and this seemed the fairest 
way to do so. At the rate of 4 per cent. the 
Corporation of Brisbane would pay £500, the 
Government £500, and the insurance companies 
£1i00, making in all £1,500, which he thought 
would be jmt about enough to keep the ·brigade 
in a good state of efficiency. It would afterwards 
he proposed, in a new clause to follow clause 18, to 
give power to boards to make regulations for pay
ment of allowances to members of fire brigades. 
Those men were volunteers, and were often taken 
away from their work. Many were employed· 
by masters who re'luired their services, and they 
had to attend fires at a great lo"s to themselves. 
It seemed only fair that they should he com
pensated in some way, although he proposed to 
leave the remuneration entirely to the hoards, 
whose regulations would afterwards have to be 
approved of by the Governor in Council. 

Mr. GARRICK said £1,500 seemed an enor
mous sum for the Brisbane Fire Brigade. He 
should like to hear what were the contributions 
from the insurance companies to that brigade 
last year. He understood they amounted to 
£270. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said that 
was for 1877. The receipts of the brigade for 
1879 amounted to £56G 19s. lOd., of whieh the 
insurance companies contributed £3G3 9s. 9d. In 
1878 they contributed £307 2s. Gel. 

Mr. XORTOX ·said it seemed that the in
surers were very much he,ndicapped. In the 
first place, they paid rateil to the municipal 
council; then they contributed towards the sum 
paid by the council, and then towards the sum 
provided by the Colonial Treasurer ; and the 
insurers also supplied the money paid by the com
panies. He believed no charge was at present 
made by brigades for attending fires, though _it 
used to be so. That used to be the case m 
Sydney, and it was only fair to insurers that the 
uninsured, who received just as much advantage 
from the brigade, should also pay something. 

Mr. RuTLEDGE said the msurance com
panies would he very heavily handicapped. The 
clause provided that the insurers carrying on 
business in the town should "contnbute to 
the hoard a further like amount," and so on. 
An insurance company in Brisbane would ha.ve 
to contribute in proportion to the amount of m-
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suranccB. The effect of that would be that if a 
company had agents at Ipswich, Toowoomba, 
and other towns of the colony it would also be 
assessed on the insurances effected in those 
towus. In that way there would be no end to 
the assessments, which would be a great drain on 
the resources of the companies. He did not 
think such a thing was contemplated by the 
Colonial Secretary; but the clause would make 
it not worth while carrying on business. Every
body knew the profits were next to nothing at 
present in consequence of competition. 

The COLOXIAL SECRETARY said if the 
insurance companies were so badly off as to feel 
that amount, the sooner they gave up business 
the better. The hon. member, as usual, came 
into the House during a debate and spoke about 
things that had been dealt with previously. The 
great outcry made wa;:; against the difference 
bDtween what was proposed to be ]Jaid by the 
Bill, ttnr1 what was paid in1879 by the com
panies-- about £130. That was in Brisbane. 
'rhe larger the amount they had insured, the 
larger were the profits of the companies. 

Mr. RFTLEDGE said the Colonial Secretary 
seemed to as~ume that Brisbane was the only 
place where a brigade would be established ; but 
he was not talking about Brisbane. He did not 
rush into the House without knowing what he 
was talking about, but had been there a con
siderable time before this clause came up, and 
was (juite competent to form ::m opinion on what 
was intended by the clause. 'rhe Colonial Secre
tary had not answered his· objection, but said 
that only £130 more would have to be contri
buted by Brisbane. He (J\Ir. ltutledge) was 
talking about other towns, because the Bill 
would be a direct encouragement to the estab
lishment of fire brigades there ; and if the same 
company was called upon to contribute in every 
town, the difficulty would be very serious. 

The COLOXIAL SECRETARY said the 
longer the h(m. member spoke the more he 
showed his ignorance. If he was in the House 
and heard, but did not heed what he the 
Colonial Secretary said, that was why he did 
not know that Brisbane was mentioned just as 
an.example. Brisbane would be very much the 
largest contributor, paying nearly five times as 
much as any other town. The next largest was 
Ituckhampton, which would contribute £105 16s. 
on a 4 per cent. rate; the next was :Maryborough, 
£DU Ss. ; the next Toowoomba, £90 12s. ; and 
then came a number of smaller towns, whose 
contributions ran clown to £5. \Vhere was the 
hardship? He took Brisbane merely as an ex
treme case, showing what the companies would 
have to pay. 

Mr. BEATTIE said it was singular, when a 
case came up in 'v.hich individuals were inter
ested, how soon they found it out. But it was 
singular also that they did not look further 
away. They talked about paying money in 
country towns, but did they not have risks and 
get premiums in those places ; and should they 
not pay something for the protection of their 
interests? Another great advantage they re
ceived was the salvage. They also forgot that 
the Government would contribute under this Bill, 
and the municipality would contribute, neither 
of whom would receive any salvage. Three or 
four weeks ago a fire took place ; the stock was 
valued at £400; and a few days afterwards 
the salvage was sold. 'What wa.s the liability 
of the companies·? \Vhy, £30. The brigade 
saved them £370, and surely they were not 
going to grumble at having to contribute. If 
they read about the brigades in the other colonies, 
and at SCLn J.;'rancisco, they would see how they 
were supported. In Sydney there was a paid 

brigade, and a large number of volunteer brigades. 
The companies had a brigade paid by them
se! ves. They formed themselves into a board, 
and the admission into that board was 50 guineas. 
They had also to pay a p1•o 1'at(i sum, as proposed 
by this Bill, to the other brigades. The expense 
of the paid brigade, which conBisted of twe I ve men, 
was on an average £1,900 a year. These com
panies had branches in Newcastle and Maitland, 
and all the other large towns of New South 
\V ale~, and had to contribute according to the 
business clone at those branches. Hon. members 
were taking a one-sided view when they spoke 
about Brisbane in the way they did. If they 
had to contribute in Ipswich and Toowoomba, 
they had risks in those places which required 
some protection ; and the companies should be 
the last to complain. The amount contributed 
by the companies last year was something like 
£381l, and the difference proposed by the Bill, as 
the Colonial Secretary said, was about £130. 
And the time had arrived when men who had 
given their services for twelve or fourteen years 
ought to have some recognition from the com
panies of the services rendered. It was unfair 
for them to lie in their beds when they knew 
there was a body of men willing to turn out to 
protect their property, and then refuse to con
tribute to their support. It was a very great 
mistake for men to give their services to people 
who had shown such ungrateful feelings to men 
who had saved hundreds and thousands of 
pounds for them during the last fourteen or 
fifteen years. 

Mr. H. PALMER (Maryborough) said he 
looked on the asses8ment as very fair and equit
able, and could see no cause for the complaint 
made by the hon. member for Enoggera. Mary
borough would be called upon to pay £96; but 
the municipality would not object to that. Such 
a sum, and no less, would be adequate to work 
the brigade. Something of the kind had been 
wanted for a long time, and would not be a loss 
to the companies at all ; in fact, they would gain 
by the protection afforded them. 'there would 
be fewer fires, and consequently less property 
destroyed. The only thing which rather puzzled 
him was how country brigades were to get their 
plant with which to commence operations. They 
might levy an a.-<~essment for their maintenance 
and future proceeding ; but, unless the first 
assessment could be appropriated to the purchase 
of a plant he did not see how they were to get it. 
He was better satisfied with the assessment as 
now proposed than that which appeared in the 
Bill on the second reading ; it was just to the com
panies, the ratepayem, and to the Government. 

The COLO~IAL SECRETARY said he 
knew of no other way to provide plant in the 
first instance than by private contributions. He 
believed that was how it was obtained in Bris
bane. The contributions proposed by the Bill 
would be sufficient to carry on operations after 
the plant was obtained. 

Mr. DICKSOX said he had not heard a reply 
from the Colonial Secretary or the hon. member 
for :Fortitude Valley, to the hon. member for 
:i),Ioreton as to the cause of the large proposed 
increase in the revenue of the brigades under 
this Bill. \Vhile he admitted that they should 
endeavour to keep the brigades up, still they ought 
not to impose a greater assessment on muni
cipalities than was absolutely necessary for the 
efficiency of the brigade. Although the Colonial 
Secretary had illustrated the revenues acquired 
on ·a. 4 per cent. rate, still the clause allowed 
municipalities to be assessed to the extent of 8 
per. cent. Of course they were not likely to 
assess themselves more than was absolutely 
necessary ; and unless it could be shown that the 
brigades were in want of that larger·revenue, he 
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could not see why the mn,ximum assessment 
should be fixed so high. He saw also that the 
contribution by the insurance companies was to 
be not less than 1s., and not more than 5s. ; and 
he thought 5s. would produce far more thn,n was 
required by the brigades. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY sn,id he 
had stated before that the additional sum 
raised, if the Bill becn,me law, would be not 
more than sufficient for the purposes required. 
If the hon. member for Enoggera would look n,t 
the new clause to follow clause 18 n,s printed, he 
would see that the Bill proposed to give the 
board power to make regulations for payment of 
allowances to members of fire brigades as fol
lows:-

" The payment of members of the fire brigade for loss 
of time in attending drill ; 

''The payment of members of the fire brigade for their 
services in attending fires ; 

"The payment of medical attendance to members of 
the fire brigade, in case of sickness or injuries received 
in the discharge of their duties as such members; and 
for loss of time occasioned by such sickness or injuries ; 
and 

"Tile payment of gratuities or annuities to the \Yidows 
of members of tire brigades who may lose their lives in 
the discharge of their duties as such 1nembers." 

That would absorb a large portion of the n,ddi
tional amount, which was not very consider
able after all. If the Bill becn,me law, they 
would find that proper provision hn,d been made 
for extending the operations of fire brigade,y to 
the suburbs ; n,nd that would requir.,, in view of 
the present great extent of Brisbn,ne, very con
siderable additionn,l pl::mt and additionn,l men. 
Additional sbtions would also be required, for 
they had at present only one fire stn,tion in 
Brisbane, while three at least were required. 
:Every penny of this amount would be used, and 
there would not be a penny too much. He 
believed he knew quite as much of the feelings 
of insurn,ncc companies as any hon. member in 
the House, and he must say that he had not 
received one solitary remonstrance from any 
board of directors of any insurance compn,ny in 
this city as to this mnount. Individualmenibers 
might growl ; that they could not help. The 
only thing they wished to be considered, as far 
as he understood them, was that it should be 
made incumbent upon municipalities and the 
Government to pay an equal n,mount. He con
sidered it was a fair Bill. It had given him a 
great deal of thought and trouble to get it 
together; and he thought it tren,ted all alike 
with impartiality. All the insumnce companies 
hn,d seen the proposed provisions, though he wn,s 
not prepared to sn,y that they had had copies of 
n,ll the n,mendments. They had, however, been 
consulted on the subject of contributions to the 
fund. 

Mr. BEATTIE said he had not heard the 
slightest objection to the contribution pro mt<1. 
He did not think there was n, working man 
about Brisbane who would object to give l,d. 
in the £1 for the protection of his life and 
property from fire. . This 4 per cent. simply 
amounted to a ;',d. m the £1, and he did not 
think anybody would complain n,bout that. 
'With reference to the amount required, the 
Colonial Secretary had very justly said that it 
was intended to have a branch station in two 
other parts of this city. If that was done the 
first year's contribution would be swamped at 
once, for there was not n,t the present moment 
sufficient plant in the city of Brisbn,ne to put out 
a large conflagration if it occurred to-morrow. 
In every metropolis there was a large amount of 
money and property at stake. It must be borne 
in mind that there was something like £3,000,000 
of insured property in the city of Brislmne, 
besides which there was the Government pro-

perty, which was not insured, n,nd a large amount 
of municipal and other p~operty which wn,s not 
insured at all ; so that, altogether, the value of 
the property at the present time in Brisbane 
under the protection of one fire brigade was 
something like four or five millions. As to a 
contribution of this description, he looked upon 
it that the Government were acting judiciously 
in introducing it into the Bill. The time had 
arrived when men must be pn,id for their bbour, 
and the only objection thn,t he had in the mn,tter 
at all was that the board, being contributors, 
ought to have more voice in the nmnagement of 
the affair. He considered that the Colonial 
Secretary deserved a great deal of credit for the 
Bill. 

Mr. AHCHER sn,id a great deal of whn,t had 
bllen from hon. members in opposition to the 
Bill-or, rather, to the contributions thn,t were 
to be paid by insurance com pn,nieH-had resulted 
from hon. members not understanding thn,t, 
however they might tn,x the insumnce com
panies, these insurance companies would not be 
carried on unless they received a profit, and, of 
course, payment would n,lwn,ys have to be made 
by insurers. ·when n, number of people sub
scribed and formed themselves into a body for 
the purpose of insumnce they must get n, profit, 
or the company would die. If it died he thought 
it would be a great n,dvantage in many cases, for 
he knew that it would save a great many fires 
in the country. It was certain that if they 
taxed the insurance compn,nies for the purpose 
of keeping up a fire brigade in the town the 
insumnce companies would not pn,y it, but those 
who insured. It was an n,xiom of political 
economy that it wa~< the consumer who pn,id the 
duty, whether on ten, or s11gar or any other 
thing-not the merchant ; n,nd, in the same way, 
under a Bill of this kind it would be the ]'ersons 
insuring that would have to pay, not the insur
ance companies. 

Mr. GARRICK Wits understood to say that 
the hon. member for Blackall seemed to show a 
partiality for laying down abstract principles 
when he said that the burden of this contribu
tion would bll on the insurer. But in ordinary 
life it was found that these principles were not 
applicable. The hon. member for Fortitude 
V n,lley spoke like a geneml, and it was well 
known thn,t the more they spent on the army the 
better the general liked it. An army was now 
about to be established, n,nd the hon. member, so 
long as they spent a good den,! of money nn it, no 
matter where they got it from, wou!J say nothing 
against it. He (Mr. Gn,rrick) considered that 
there was a large margin between 4 and 8 per 
cent., and would suggest that IO\rer figures 
should be inserted. As they were introducing 
a new matter of this kind, he thought that 2 n,ncl 
5 would be a sufficiently high percentage. 

The COLOXIAL SECRETARY: Move it as 
an amendment. 

1Ir. GARRICK said he wanted to get the 
Colonin,l Secretary's opinion with respect to it. 

The COLONIAL SECRJ<JTARY sn,id he had 
a very decided opinion on the mn,tter. He had 
put the figures as low as he could, and if the hon. 
memLer would look at some other towns where 
there were fire brigades-such n,s Cooktown, for 
instance-he would find that the 4 per cent. would 
only amount to £23 10s. 5d. 'Vould the hon. 
member say that something like £11 15s. 2~d. 
ought to be enough for that place? If the hon. 
member looked at the enormous property at stake 
he would see at once that the amount was not 
enough, and he (Sir Arthur Pn,lmer) sincerely 
hoped thn,t in a few years they would get up to 
8 per cent., and have efficient fire brigades. He 
did not know what the object of the hon. mem-
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her's objection was to· that paltry sum. It 
was only Y,d. in the £, as was pointed out by 
the hon. member for :Fortitude V alley ; and if 
the insurance companies in the city would just 
look at the thousands and thousands of pounds 
that these brigades had saved within the last few 
years, as at present established, they would see 
that it ill became them to object to an assessment 
of the kind. 

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS (Mr. Perkins) 
was understood to say that in future the com
panies would probably be more cautious in· 
accepting risks than in the past, for some of 
them must have lost by one fire more than would 
have paid one year's fees. There would probably 
be fewer fires in the future, as it was proposed 
to strengthen the brigades and to give· them 
remuneration for their losses. He hoped that 
they would get a brigade in every town. 

Mr. GARRICK said it had been stated that 
the contribution would fall on the insurers, but 
he did not see why the insurance companies 
should be made responsible for it. He did not 
see why the business clone by the companies 
should be disclosed, and he did not see why the 
insurers should be made to pay for the non
insurers, who paid nothing and yet got the 
whole benefit from this contribution. They liaid 
nothing except their rates and general taxes, and 
he did not see why they should get the benefit 
of the money paid by the insurers. 

Mr. BEATTIE said if the hon. member for 
Moreton would read the Bill he would see that 
the general had nothing to do with the money at 
all. All he had to do was the fighting, :md 
somebody else was appointed to deal with the 
money. He thought the system introduced by 
the Colonial Secretary a good one, for it was the 
duty of every individual, no matter what his 
position in society might be, to contribute 
towards the maintenance of fire brigades. He 
was rather surprised that the hon. member 
should oppose this provision, because it was for 
the benefit of the whole community. 

Mr. DICKSOX said the burden might not fall 
on the insurance companies, but it would fall on 
the holders of property. They had reduced the 
municipal revenue of Brisbane on the previous 
night to a very great extent; and now they were 
going to increase the assessment for the main
tenance of fire brigades, the result of which he 
believed would probably be a special rate levied 
on property in the city for the support of the fire 
brigades. He would take exception to the re
mark made by the hon. member for Fortitude 
V alley, that the time had arrived when men 
should be paid for their services. This was 
totally opposed to the idea of voluntary service ; 
and if this Bill became law few would volunteer 
in the suburbs, to which the Bill was to be ex
tended, when they found that the members of 
brigades in the municipality wer') paid. They 
would all expect an ecjual share in the spoil. He 
believed that, eventually, the contribution would 
fall most heavily on owners of property who were 
the largest insurers. 

Mr. RUTLEDGE said the hon. member for 
Fortitude Valley seemed to forget that, with an 
efficient fire brigade, the risks in a city like Bris
bane were not so great, and that the consequence 
was that the insurance companies were enabled 
to reduce their rates, so as to give every man who 
had property an opportunity of insuring it. 

Mr. GRIFFITH said, according to this pro
vision, the corporations really had the power of 
levying a tax of thousands of pounds on the 
insurance companies, and this seemed to him to 
be something startlingly new. The corporation of 
Brisbane might meet, and in their wisdom might 
determine that the insurance company should pay 

£1,000 a year, and that the Government should 
pay a similar amount. This was too large 
a discretion to give to any corporation. The 
GoYernment or insurance companies should not 
be c;~lled upon to contribute a larger amount 
than the minimum amount that might be con
tributed by the municipal council without the 
consent of a majority of the board. It seemed 
to be an anomaly thttt one constituent part 
of the board should determine what amount 
should be contributed by the other two consti
tuent parts. If the amendment was considered 
by the Committee worthy of adoption he would 
submit it. The following proviso would give 
P.ffect to the suggestion he had made:-

Provided the amount to be paid or contributed hy 
the Colonial Treasurer or insurance companif~s shall 
not, ·without the consent of the board, be greater than 
a sum euual to 4 ll€1' cent. of the amount of such 
general rates. 
It seemed to be n,n anomaly to allow the muni
cipal council to tax the insurn,nce companies. 

The COLONIAL SJ~CRETARY r;aicl he 
would accept the amendment if the words 
"without the consent of the Governor in 
Council " were inserted in place of the words 
" without the consent of the board." 

::VIr. GTI.IFI<'ITH said he had no objection. · 
Clause, as amended, put and passed. 
Clause 1G-" Contribution, if any, to Parlia

ment "-put nnd negatived. 
On clause 17-" Hecovery of assessment and 

penalties "- · 
The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he 

wished to amend the clause, in the 38th line, by 
omitting the words "assessment pn,yable by a," 
with a view of inserting the words "sum pay
able by the municipal council of any town, or by 
any." 

Mr. GRIFFITH said he should like to suggest, 
before the question was put, that the clause 
should read in this way:-

'rhe minimum sum payable by a municipal council of 
any to,vn, or the sum payable by any fire insurance 
company, etc. 

They could not provide for the compulsory pay
ment of anything more than the minimum sum. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
omitted stand part of the Bill-put and nega
tived. 

The clause was amended by the insertion of 
the following words at the beginning of the 
clause :-"The minimum sum payable by the 
municipal council of any town or the snm pay
able by any ; " and was further amended, on the 
motion of the COLONIAL SECHETARY, by 
the substitution of the word '' sum" for the word 
" assessment," in the 43rd line. 

Clause, as amended, put and passed. 
Clause 18 put and negatived. 
The COLONIAL SJWRETARY moved the 

insertion of the following new clause, to take 
the place of clause 18 as printed :-

It shall be lawful for the fire brigade in any town to 
make such by-laws for the management of their affairs, 
and for their proper discipline and regulation, as are not 
inconsistent with the provisions of this or any other Act; 
ancl such by-laws, after Ullproval by the fire brigade 
board of sur h town, and confirmation by the Governor 
in Council, shall be published in the Gazette and there
after have the force of law. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved the 

insertion of the following new clause, to follow 
new clause 18 as passed :-

K othing ;contained in this Act shall be ·taken to pre
vent the fire brigade board of any town from 1naking 
such regulations as they may deem necessary for-
;:_ {a) The payment of members of the fire brigade for 

loss of time in attending drill i 
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(b) The payment of lllCmbers of thC fire brig,tde for 
their services in attrnding fires ; 

(c) 'l'he payment of 1nedical attendance to llltlnbcrs of 
the fire bl'igade, in ca::.e of sickness or injuries re
ceived in the discharge of their duties as sue h 
members ; ani for loss of time occasioned by such 
sickness or injuries; antl 

(d) 'l'hc payment of gratuities or annuities to the 
''idows of members of 1irc brigade"~ who may lose 
their lives in the discharge of their dntws as such 
memben. · 

Rut such reg·ulations shall not have nny foree or eiieet 
nntil approved by the Governor in Couneil and pnlJ
lished in the Ga::ette. 

Question put and passed. 
Clause 19 passed as printed. 
Schedule with verbal amendments, agreed to. 
J'reamble passed as printed. 
On the motion of the COLOXIAL SIWRE

'l'ARY, the Bill was reported to the House 
with amendments. 

'l'he report was adopted, "'nd the third reading 
of the Bill m>1de an Order of the Day for to
nwrrow. 

LIQUOR RETAILERS LICENSIXG 
BILL-COlVDIITTEE. 

The House went into Committee to further 
consider this Bill. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said that 
when the Bill was last in committee some very 
important amendments were made in it, which 
were outside the scotJe of the Bill as originally 
intended. He had accepted some of tho"e nmend
ment,s, feeling at the same time very doubtful 
\vhether he was doing right or not. That 
morning, however, he had had "'full consultation 
with his colleagues, and they were unanimously 
of opinion that the amendments made were out
side the scope of ·the Bill. He did not think 
it would be right to proceed in a matter of 
such importance at once in a comparatively thin 
House ; but he intended, when the Bill was next 
in committee, to recommit it for the purpose of 
reconsidering the amendments which had been 
already made. He referred particularly to the 
amendmentH relating to the grocers' license, and 
the license for private hotels. It had been forcibly 
brought home to him, and to the Government, 
that those amendments \Vere outside the scope of 
the Bill, and would lead to almost infinite com
plications ; and that, if the Government went on 
with the Bill at all, they must go on with it 
simply as it had been brought in-" A Bill to Con
solidate 'md Amend the Laws regulating the 
Sale by Hebil of Intoxicating Liquors in the 
Colony of Queensland, and for other purposes 
relating thereto "-and, as it was very properly 
described, "a Liquor Hetailers Licensing Bill." 
He did not propose to recommit the Bill th"'t 
night, but to do so when there was a fuller 
House. He, therefore, moved that the Chairman 
leave the chair, and report no progress. 

Mr. ~ORTON said he must say a few words 
with regard to this matter. Perhaps it was 
not right to be surprised at anything, but he 
must say he was a little surprised at what had 
taken place. He had certainly received a slight 
intimation that day of the course which the 
Colonial Secretary proposed to adopt, but only 
at midday he had received, marked ''immediate," 
some vrinted amendments to be proposed in the 
Bill by the hon. gentleman himself. He there
fore thought that there was nothing in what 
he had heard. Apart from that he must dis
agree with the hon. gentleman when he said 
that the amendments were outside the scope 
of the Bill. It was quite possible that the 
amendment relating to the grocers' license might 
be, but that relating to the private hotel license 
was certainly not. It dealt with those who 

would be licensed victuallers if they could 
get the necessary licen%, just as much a~ other 
parts of the Bill dealt with those who were 
already licensed victuallers ; and it enabled a 
licensed victualler- to get a different license from 
that which he had been able to get hitherto. He 
did not intend to say much about the matter 
now, as he should have an opportunity of doing 
so when the motion was made to recommit the 
Bill. Because the Government had come to the 
conclu"ion that it would be better to do without 
the amendments, it could not be supposed that 
every private member would agree with them 
\vithout hearing son1e substantial reason~. Having 
listened to the di~cussion of the subject in the 
House, he was o~ opinion that no serious reasons 
had b.een urged against the proposed amendments. 
r ntil he did so he should feel most certainly 
bound to carry out what he had done hitherto, 
and try as far as he could to get the amend
ments he proposed, with regn,rd to the hotel 
licenses, kept in the Bill. He did not think 
that any harm could come fl'Om them, but, if 
sufficient reasons were given to him why he 
should do so, he should be prepared to with
draw· from that position. His object wn,s to see 
the Bill passed through the House, and whatever 
occurred he should do his best to make it a good 
one, even if he did not carry his amendments. 
There were other amendments which he hoped 
to see made to the Bill before it passed through, 
but he hoped they would have full reasons given 
for the chn,ng·e that had taken place in the 
opinions of the Govermnent. 

1\Ir. GRIFJ!'ITH said he also had been very 
surprised to hen,r the announcement of the 
Colonial Secretary, as he had understood that, 
though they were going to object to the privn,te 
hotel licenses, they were not going to object to 
the grocers' licenses. He had every reason to 
suppose that the Government would have ac
cepted the grocers' licenses after what had taken 
place before. Since this Bill had been com
mittecl last week, he had seen a deputation from 
the Licensecl Victuallers' Association, and they 
had used arguments which were embodied in the 
petition presented that day by the Colonial Sec
retary, and which were of a very convincing 
nature, changing his opinions very .much in re
spect to privn,te hotel and grocers' hcenses. So 
far as the private hotels were concerned, he 
had come to the conclusion that it would not 
be right to allow them at all except on the 
same conditions as to inspection and supervi
sion as any other hotel. On any other conditions 
the danger of abuses in these cases would be 
so great that it would not be safe to sanction 
them. He wn,s always open to reason, and 
that was the conclusion that he had arrived at 
on this point. The deputation had also pointed · 
out that n, great number of abuseo might arise 
in connection with grocers' licen•es under the 
provisions which existed in Victoria and Great 
Britain, and as they were proposed to be intro
duced here. He believed himself, however, that 
all these po6sible abuses might be remedied by 
proper provisions, and in consequence of this 
revision and change in his views he had given 
notice of an entirely different scheme for grant
ing grocers' licenBes, the printed copy of which 
would have been distributed that evening had the 
Colonial Secretary gone on with the measnre. 
His scheme was that grocers' licenses should, 
in the first place, be granted only to spirit 
merchants ; and, secondly, that they should be 

·granted only to actual grocers--that was, persons 
who actually carried on business as family 
grocers on premises whose annun,l rateable value 
was not I'ess than £50; that the minimum 
amount for sale should be a quart instead of a 
pint; that the hours of sale should be limited to 
between 8 in the morning and 6 in the after-
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noon ; that the licenses should be only in force 
while these conditions were complied with ; 
that such licenses, instead of being granted as 
matter uf course to any spirit merchant, should 
be applied for to the licensing board just the 
same as any public-house license. In order to 
get rid of the abuse which it seemed pro
bable might arise where a man calling him
self a grooer might sell beer on draught, he 
intended to propose that the licensee should 
not be allowed to keep anything of that kind 
on draught on his premises at all, but that 
he should only sell or keep it in bottle" or jars 
properly corked. The effect of this would be 
that these licenses would only be given to those 
who. were actually carrying on the business of 
fam1ly grocer on a considerable scale, and they 
would not be able to supply people with wines or 
spirits actually in a condition to be drunk on the 
premises. The difference between such a scheme 
and the one he had previously proposed, and 
which was objected to in the petition, was enor
mous. There would be very little danger of abuse 
if this were carried out, and therefore he had 
been surprised to hear that the Colonial Secretary 
had .so entirely changed his opinion about it. 
Anxwus, as he was, as anybody to avoid allowing 
any abuses to creep into such a system, he at 
the same time wished to consider the interests 
of all classes of the community. It was a strange 
thing that the representations of the Licensed 
Victuallers' Association and the Temperance 
Association were at one on this point. It was 
st;ange, yet it was quite possible that it might 
stlll be desirable to have grocers' licenses in 
some form. He had not even yet distinctly 
IIi.ade up his mind upon the subject, but he 
thought that with proper safeguards they miiTht 
be made a great convenience, while ·they wo~ld 
do no practical harm to the community. He 
ha~ taken the opportunity of mentioning these 
pomts because a great deal of attention had 
been directed to the point, and it was desirable 
that the House should be fully informed before it 
was called on to discuss it. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said his 
object in taking the course he had was not to 
have had the debate gone on with in a thin 
House. He could give a good many reasons for 
the action he had taken, but he had preferred 
to leave it until it could be more fully discussed. 
He was anxious not to be thought to be stealing 
a march on the House, especially on a Bill of 
such importance. There were two ways open to 
him : one was to recommit the Bill as he was 
doing, and the other was, in the manner shadowed 
forth by the hon. member, to so load grocers' 
licenses with obligations that they would not be 
worth having. He had preferred to take the 
open course. His opinions had changed on the 
subject, though other members of the Ministry 
had not changed their opinions at all. He was 
open to conviction, as he did not claim to be 
omniscient, and had changed his opinions; and the 
hon. member for North Brisbane had done the 
same. T4e Government did not intend to go on 
with the Bill with the grocers' licen!>'es and private 
hotel licenses in it at all. 

Mr: FOOTE regretted that the Colonial Sec· 
retary had taken the step he had with respect to 
the opinion which he had held on this subject 
'vhen it was before the House previously. He 
was surprised that the Colonial Secretary was 
going to abandon all that he had done in refer
ence to the grocers' and lodging-house keepers' 
licenses. He thought the liquor traffic should 
not be confined to the licensed public-houses alto
gether; but that others, who were taxpayers, and 
who were willing to pay their money, should have 
a right to participate in it. There were many who 
had merchants' license,~, and he_did not see tliat 

they should be restricted to quantity as they were 
now, whilst they were willing to meet the Gov
ermnent with any reasonable amount by way of 
fees that the Government might choose to place 
on them. Other people had a perfect right to be 
considered in the Bill as well as the publican. 
He should, however, take this as. an indication 
that the Government saw they could not-they 
did not dare to go on with the Bill. They found 
their popularity was going off. They were not 
prepared to risk it. He was thoroughly satis
fied that the House would not see or hear any 
more about the Bill this session. 

Mr. MACF ARLANE said he was delighted 
to hear the change of opinion that was going on 
in the House on this subject. He had not 
changed his opinion a bit, but he was glad to 
hear that others had come round to them. He 
could assure the Colonial Secretury that he could 
not have taken a better step than that which he 
had adopted-to confine the Bill to regubting 
the licensing of public-houses. He would not go 
into the arguments about the Bill until it was 
again before the House. 

Question put and passed. 

SUPPLY-RESUMPTION OF 
COl\fl\IITTE:K 

On the motion of the PREMIER, the House 
went into Committee of Supply. 

The COLONIAL TRI<~ASl!RER (Mr. Mcii
wraith) moved that £G,922 be granted for the 
Treasury, Stamp Office, and printing and en
graving maps and securities. The items were 
the same as last year. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL TRI<;ASURER moved that 

£18,000 be granted for Miscellaneous Services. 
The only item calling for special notice was 
the award of £2,000 to \Villiam Landsborough 
for his explorations in Queensland. Something 
was said concerning that la~t year, and more 
particularly the year before ; and now was the 
time that Parliament ought to do something 
towards carrying out the almost unanimous 
opinion of the House. He did not wish to take 
np the time of the Committee by referring to 
Mr. Landsborough's services to the colony, for 
they were perfectly well known to hon. members 
who had taken an interest in the colony since 
its separation from ·New South \Vales-services 
of a kind which in the colonies were generally 
rewarded by a high Government appointment. 
Unfortunately, a man might possess great quali
ties as an explorer, and yet it might not be a 
proper reward to put him in a position for 
which he might not be qualified. The more 
straightforward way was to give him a direct 
reward for his services, and there was no 
more appropriate time for that than the pre
sent. Mr. Landsborough was one of the first 
explorers-he (the Colonial Treasurer) thought 
he was the very first-of that important part 
of Queensland that was being taken most notice 
of at the present time. ]'or years after he made 
the discovery he held the opinion with unswerv
ing faith that the rich lands out there would 
come to the front and would be a source of 
profit to the Government ; and he had never 
varied from that view, which had turned out 
right. Now that the Government were secur
ing such a large revenue from the lands which 
he discovered, he thought they ought to recog· 
nise his services in that rather too modest way. 
He did not pretend to say that those lands would 
not have been discovered without Mr. Lands
borough, but he was the prominent figure in the 
discoveries ; and that he helped by thcr~e dis
coveries to hasten the progress of Queensland he 
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(the Colonial Treasurer) had very little doubt. He 
believed the Committee would agree with him 
that this was anything but an extravagant way 
to reward Jliir. Lands borough for his services as 
an explorer. 

Mr. GRIFFITH said he must confess he was 
rather bUrprised at the proposal. He had a 
very great respect for Mr. Landsborough, who 
was an estimable man, and he was sorry he had 
not "Ot a better position from the Government 
than" the one he was now filling'. To single out 
Mr. Landsborough from other explorers, by 
givino· hin1 a large pecuniary reward for his ser
vices; raised the question whether those services 
were of such a character as to justify it. He 
did not profess to have any accurate knowledge 
of what took place twenty years ago, but there 
were plenty of hon. members who must know 
perfectly \vel! what l\Ir. Lanclsborough did. 
:From recollection, and from what had been told 
by others who knew more about the matter than 
himself, it appeared that what Mr. Lands
borough did was this :-Burke and \Vills started 
from Victoria to go to the Gulf of Carpentaria 
and they were lost, and a number of expeditions 
were sent out in search of them. Amongst 
others, l\Ir. Landsborough was sent out by the 
Victorian Government. He went round to the 
Gulf, and started southwards from the Albert 
River. He did not find Burke and Wills, nor did 

· he ever go near their track, but came down to the 
central part of the \V arrego district, which was 
then a settled country. \V hat Mr. Landsborough 
did on that expedition was trifling-if he (Mr. 
Griffith) was wrong he hoped to be corrected
and as for the rest of hi" explorations, he did 
n<Jt know that he had done anything more than 
others had done. Mr. Landsborough went out 
into new country, got a good many runs, and sold 
them. Beyond that he did not know that Mr. 
Landsborough had explored very· much.. He 
was not saying that Mr. Lands borough did not 
deserve well, for he believed he did deserve some 
recognition at the hands of the Government. 
The reward he got was a seat in the Legisla
tive Council, and he was afterwards appointed 
a police magistrate, an office which he did not 
hold very long. 'rhe present Colonial Secretary 
was the Minister who relieved him of that 
appointment, and could probably tell the reason 
why. He (Mr. Griffith) had always been under 
the impression that Mr. Landsborough was 
rather hnrdly treated on that occasion. Since 
then he had held a somewhat poorly paid appoint
ment in the Government service. \V as this 
£2 000 to be paid as compensation for ill-treat
m~nt, or as a reward for his distinbruished ser
vices as an explorer? If the latter, there were 
other explorers with a higher claim than Mr. 
Landsborough. There was Jliir. Gregory, for 
instance, with whose services those of Jliir. 
Landsborough could scarcely be mentioned in 
the same breath, and who was undoubtedly 
one of the greatest explorers of the Australian 
continent. It was true that Mr. Gregory held 
a Government appointment for some years, 
but if one was to be rewarded by a money 
grant they should all be dealt with in the 
same way. Some fmther explanation was needed 
before the vote was passed. Mr. Lands borough's 
services-although he had been a most enter
prising and useful colonist in the old days-were 
not of such an exceptional character that he 
should be singled out above all other explorers in 
this manner. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said a very 
considerable change seemed to have come over 
the hon. gentleman since last year, when he 
was one of those who joined in the unanimous 
sentiment that Mr. Landsborough's services 
deserved recognition, The hon. gentleman had 

endeavoured to lead the Committee to believe 
that Mr. Landsborough's only exploration was 
when he was sent by the Victorian Govern
ment to search for Burke and \V ills. That was 
one of the very smallest of his explorations. 
l\Ir. Landsborough had explored more country 
adapted for settlement, and been the means of 
throwin"" more country open for settlement, 
than any other explorer in l1ueensland. It was 
owing to him that nearly all the good past.oral 
land in the \V est was taken up and occupied ; 
and, although he did take up some runs nomin
ally on his own accoun.t, they weTr;tt to benefit 
hh; partners and not hnnse!f. \\ Ith reference 
to his employment by the Government, Mr. 
Landsborough, though a very worthy man-as 
worthy as any he knew-was about the least 
fitted for Government employment, and was him
self aware of it. He would not shine, for instance, 
as a barrister in the Supreme Court, or as a legal 
luminarv like the hon. member for North Bris
bane; btit n, more thoroughgoing, honest, straight
forward fellow there was not to be found any
where. The recommendation of the House last 
year was almost unanimous that the Go:·ermnent 
should appoint him to some more lucrative office. 
There was no such office under Government for 
which Jliir. Lands borough would be fit. There was 
nothing like plain facts. But that Mr. Landsbo
rmwh was entitled to consideration from the House 
he thoroughly believed; and £2,000 \~ould be a 
very small aclmowledgmentfortheservices he had 
most undoubtedly rendered. The hon. gentleman 
had also said that there were no instances on re<;ord 
of rewards having been given for exploratiOn. 
\Vhat did the hon. gentleman call the rewards 
""iven for discoveries of goldfields? Thousands 
~nd thousands of pounds had been paid in that 
direction. The discoveries made by Mr. Lands
boron o-h had been of as much importance to the 
colony as all the goldfields hitherto discovered. 
There were plenty of examples to show that it 
was nothing new to give direct rewards for ex
ploration. 

Mr. GRIJ!'FITH said he did not remember 
saying that . there we:e no !nstances of rewards 
for exploratiOns, but If he did say so he was, of 
cmmte, mistaken. He thought, however, they 
ou"ht to know on what grounds the present pro
po~ition was made. ~e inferred. from what the 
Colonial Secretary_ said that this was a reward, 
not for the trip which cansed th!'t g~ntleman ~o 
be made a member of the Leg:tslative Council, 
and magnified in many other ways, but for other 
explorations. If they were .to reward all . the 
men who had made exploratiOns of that kmd, 
they would have to reward t~irty or forty .. The 
Colonial Secretary had detailed some of his ex
plorations, which he (:Yir: Griffith) belie~ed were 
in the Leichhardt distrrct, but he believed an 
hon. member was present who had been. much 
further west. An hon. member was m the 
House Iast week who had travelled much further 
into the interior on explomtions of that kind. 
If the vote were granted it should be on a defi
nite basis so that others might know what to 
expect. Pioneers went exploring partly for the 
sake of adventure, partly for profit, and partly 
for the benefit of the country; and it would be 
a areat mistake to lay down as a rule that men 
who had imperilled their lives to adval!ce the 
interests of the country should not be entitled to 
the consideration of the Government. At the 
same time, so many people came under t~at he_ad 
that it was desirable to have. some defimte prm
ciple in grantino- rewards. This was the first 
occasion on which such a reward had been pro
posed in that House, and he was therefore 
anxious that it should be understood to be voted 
on some definite ground. He should like to hear 
some hon. members who knew more about the 
matter speak on the subject. 
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The COLONIAL TREAS"C"RERsaidhccould 
not find better words to express the reason for 
the vote than what was said on the J<;stimates-· 
"Reward to \Villiam Landsborough for his ex
plorations in Queensland." It was all very well 
for the hon. member to say that what that man 
did in 1861 was to land in "a brig at Burketown 
and come down to the \Varrego district; but of 
all the explorers none were more heroic than 
Burke and \Vills, and Landsborough was not far 
behind them. \Vithout knowing what Burke 
and \Vills had clone, he travelled over country 
which had not been tra veiled over by white men 
before, and eame right down as far as they came, 
and with far less equipment than they started 
with. He worked well and thoroughly, and had 
clone a great deal better than even Burke and 
\Vills. But there were his subsequent explora
tions to be considered. He went out, no doubt, 
for his own profit. He failed to make· that 
profit, but did an immense amount of good to 
the country ; and he did not see why the country 
should forget that. They had plenty of instances 
of rewards for opening up industries-the sugar 
industry, and "Old discoveries, and other things. 
The hon. member (~Ir. Griffith) said if this vote 
were granted there would be tl:irty ?r ft)rty m.ore 
applicants, but he (the Premier) did not thmk 
so. He did not mean to disparage the Surveyor
General, who \Vas in n1any respects a great JUan 
and worthy of the respect of the country, but he 
was a man very different from Lands borough, 
and had in a certain way got his reward. Since 
this sum appeared on the Estimates he had. re
ceived applications from other men whose claims 
conld not be entertained for a moment. He did 
not think the h<m. member need f~ar that this 
would be looked on as a precedent, because it 
had been acknowledged that Lands borough's ser
vices had not been acknowledged. Considering 
that such a large amount of revenue was being 
derived from the land explored by this man, it 
was only proper to recognise in some way his 
services. 

Mr. DE SATGE said it was the unfortunate 
circumstances in which Mr. Landsborough was 
placed which caused him to ask for this rewartl, 
for no one cared to go to the Government for 
a grant if he could possibly avoid it. The 
instance mentioned by the hem. member for 
North Brisbane of l\Ir. Gregory was different, 
inasmuch as that gentleman did not require 
assistance. But Mr. Landsborough had been 
unfortunate; his talents for business were shaken 
by the hardships of his several trips, which had 
incapacitated him from taking any onerous posi
tion in the Government service. This was why 
he considered the Government had very rightly 
made an exception in asking for this small recog
nition of the great services done to the colony. 
He thoroughly concurred with what had been 
said in favour of Mr. Lands borough's services, and 
he thoroughly sympathised with him in the mis
fortunes which had obliged him to claim anything 
from the Government. If he could do withont 
it he would gladly refrain from asking assis
tance. He hoped other explorers, either past 
or present, would be able to help themselves 
in some other way, so as to do without the 
assistance of Government. '!.'here was no doubt 
that the country opened up by Landsborough 
might properly be called the future Queensbnd ; 
and he hoped the House would consider what 
had fallen from the Premier as to the revenue 
derived from this country, and that, in recogni
tion of the enormous future wealth of those dis
tricts, they would lose no time in developing, ~1s 
far as water supply and storage went, the ~is
tricts which had been the cau~e of such hardslups 
to explorers. 

Mr. FOOTE said this gentleman might be a 
very deserving person, but there were plenty 

of persons who might claim to have rendered 
quite as good services to the country. He 
had a remembrance of another gentleman, the 
Rev. Dr. Lang, whose case was brought b.efore 
the House session after session. He beheved 
the amount was once actually carri~d,. but ~he 
amount did not get on the Apprormatwn Bill, 
and the gentleman did not get the money. 
He had noticed that if those who asked for 
votes of this sort got the ear of the Govern
ment the money was granted, and he should not 
be surprised if this vote passed. But no doubt 
there were others whose services should be re
cognisPd if this vote were permitted to pass .. It 
was parting with the taxpayers' mon.ey too easily, 
and if anyone would move a reductwn he would 
support him. 

Mr. L UMLEY HILL said it was saying very 
little for Mr. Landsborough to compare his 
services with those of Dr. Lang, who went home 
and "gassed, ' and romanced, and induced people 
to come out on false pretences. '\hat gentlei:mn 
did nothing w hi eh entailed hardo~Ip, labour, nsk, 
or sacrifice ; but Lands boroughs name was a 
household word--

Mr. I<'OOTE: Outside. 

l\Ir. LUJ\ILEY HILL said the outside was 
very useful to the inside. They could not get on 
without an outside and an inside too, and there 
would be very little of the hon. member without 
his inside. He maintained that. Mr. Lands
boron"h deserved thoroughly of this colony. 
Throt~gh some fault or mh;fortune of his own he 
was not able to fill a sinecure ; but it spoke well 
for the Ministry that they had no comfortable 
sinecures. They wanted working men in what
ever offices they had to fill. Though Mr. Lands
borouo·h was not a husines' man, no one in the 
Hous~ could deny that he had done good service 
to the colony. 

Mr. H. PALMER (Maryborough) said. he 
would be <1uite willing to let the vote:; pass ".' a 
silent manner. He read the debates on thiS questi~n 
last session, and, from his recoll~ction of the dis
cussion which took place, he beheved ~here was 
a unanimous wish that some compensatwn should 
be made to Mr. Landsborough. His services 
were fully recognised, and he (Mr. Pal':ller) be
lieved the unanimous opinion at that tune was 
that Mr. Landsborough was entitled to some 
compensation. He thought, after that expres
sion of opinion, that it would have been far better 
and more o·raceful if the vote had been allowed 
to pass without discussion. Speaking from his 
recollection of l\Ir. Landsborough as an explorer, 
he could safely say that his opinion w!'s that he 
had been a very great benefactor to thm colony. 
He knew of no other traveller who had done so 
much for the benefit of the colony ; and as t l 

saying that this might be made a precedent .for 
other explorers coming forward and makmg 
claims, he did not see how that could be, 
for he knew of no other explor~r who could ma:lm 
a claim in the same way, With the exceptwn 
of one "entleman, who had been named. The 
leader ;f the Opposition had stated that there 
were thirty or forty who would put forward 
claims, but of the early explorers of queensland 
he believed there were only two survivors-JHr. 
Gre"orv and Mr. Landsborougl1. They all 
kne~ that Burke and \Vills met their fate from 
the effects of hardship, that McKinlay died from 
the effects of hardship also, and that \Valker, the 
next great explorer, also died while travelling i? 
Queensland· therefore, there could be no possi
bility of any other claim being put forward for. 
compensation for exploring. As to Mr. Gregory, 
he had no doubt that that gentlema1;1 wou~d be 
entitled to a claim, but as he was 1;1ow m a>; mde
pendent position he probably did not :vish to 
make it. He had very great pleasure m sup. 
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porting the item, and hoped it would be granted 
without further discussion. 

Mr. FOOTE said he did not agree with the 
last speaker. He thought when an item was 
brought before the House, recommending for 
compensation the services of any gentleman, 
no matter what he had done in the interest of 
the colony, it should not be passed over without 
discussion. He was not one of those who would 
pass this vote in silence, and it was not his in ten. 
ti~n to do so. Notwithstanding what had been 
sard of Mr. Landsborough, he thought it did 
not say much for him that he could do so much 
for the colony and nothing for himsdf. It had 
been stated that he (Mr. Landsborouo-h) had 
selected lands; if so, he must have be;n bene
fited in that way to some extent, at anyrate. 
He might not be a man of business, but he 
might be employed by the Government for some 
purpose. He (::\Ir. Foote) thought· this was 
simply a question of gratuity to a gentleman 
who took upon himself the duty of exploring the 
country, and who, because he was in poor cir
cumstances, came to the House to ask for relief. 
It was very possible, as the hon. member for 
Gregory had stated, that if that gentleman had 
done great service towards those who were en
gaged in pastoral pursuits they would be willing 
to let the vote pass. They would have great 
sympathy for him. Supposing that he (Mr. 
l<'oote) was indebted to Mr. Landsborough for 
some map or some information which he could 
sell or turn to his own advantage, he had no 
doubt that he would have great sympathy for 
Mr. Landsborough, and would support a vote 
of this kind in his favour. But he said it was 
parting with the money of the taxpayers too 
easily ; and it was not the only case, as the hon. 
member foT l\faryborough would see if he re
mained long in the House. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL TREASURER, in movin" 

that the sum of £30,551 be granted for the Cus': 
toms Department, said there was an increase of 
about £400 upon last year's estimate. The 
salaries of gaugers in Brisbane had been in
creased, but the cases in which increases were 
made, apart from the general increase in the 
service, were such that they could not be passed 
over by the Treasury. 

Mr. DE SATGE said he saw an item, under 
the head of Thursday Island, of sub-collector, 
With no salary attached. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The palice 
magistrate performs the duty. 

J\Ir. GRIFFITH said he saw a new item of 
£50 for con,st-waiter at Crtrdwell. 'Vas there 
any extra work there? He should be very glad 
to hen,r that there was. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER srtid the 
n,mount had been paid n,ll n,long. It had been 
part of the pilot's salary. 

Mr. MACJ<'ARLAKE said he was not going 
to find fault with the increase of the salary of 
the officer in charge at Ipswich from £250 to 
£275, but he thought the Treasurer must have 
made a mistake and given the increase to the 
wrong officer. The clerk and locker had been in 
the position for about seventeen years, and had 
a great deal of work to do, and he fully ex
pected an increase of his salary this year. If 
rt was really intended to give this increase to the 
officer in charge, he thought he might safely ask 
for a like sum to be prtid to the other officer. It 
would not be a very large increase, and if the 
Colonial Treasurer would promise to increase 
the clerk and locker's saln,ry by £25, he (:Mr. 
Macfarlane) would be quite satisfied, for he 
thought that when a man had served faithfully 
in an office ior seventeen years, he ought to be 

properly remunerated. The Colonial Treasurer 
would be aware that this office had been worked 

·quite as cheaply as any Customs office in the 
colony, and he hoped he would give the promise 
which he (Mr. MaCfarlane) asked for. 

The COLOXIAL TREASURER : I have 
made no mistake in this item, and I have no 
intention of making such a promise to the 
House. 

Mr. WELD-BLUKDELL said he would like 
to know what was the reason for having an 
officer in that place at all. He did not know the 
details of the business, but it seemed extra
ordinary that they should have a Customs office 
at a place like Ipswich, situated on a river. 
It seemed to him that everything passed up 
there through the Brisbane office, and he could 
not conceive that that was a prtrt of the country 
where an establishment of that kind ought to be 
kept up at n, cost of £500 a year, besides the 
expenses connected with kee1•ing up the building. 

The COLOKIAL TREASURER said it 
had been cliscussed by the House two or three 
times. The House came to the conclusion that 
the railway coming down to Brisbane would do 
away with the Customs establishment at Ipswich 
altogether, but the result was, when the depart
ment tried to work it in that way, that it was 
found to be more expensive than when the 
Customs office was retained at Ipswich. 

J\Ir. J<,OOTE said it appeared to him that the 
only thing the inhabitants of Ipswich had to do 
was to pay taxes and reap no benefit from them. 
Any sum voted for Ipswich, even if it was only 
one shilling, .was enough to arouse the indigna
tion of the House. For his part, he did not care 
whether this office was taken away or not; but in 
common with the rest of Her Majesty's subjects, 
he had a right to go to the Customs and pass his 
goods without coming to Brisbane to do so. 
With reference to the observations of the 
Colonial Treasurer, he thought, so far as the in
crea>~e was concerned, it was right enough. But 
he believed both ·of the officers should be in
creased, and especially the second officer, as he 
had been so long in the Service. The Collector 
of Customs, he was sure, would bear testimony 
to the fact, that he was a yery good officer. 

Mr. J\IACFARLANE asked the Colonial 
Treasurer what the amount of income derivable 
from dutiable goods at Port Douglas was. The 
same amount was paid for keeping up the Cus
toms establishment there as at Ipswich, n,nd he 
found that the average amount collected per 
annum at Ipswich was £20,000. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER : £9,2G1. 
Mr. MACF ARLANE said that was only about 

hrtlf of what was collected at Ipswich, and yet 
the two plrtces cost the same to keep up. 

Mr. FOOTE said he should like to n,sk the 
Colonial Treasurer what amount of revenue was 
collected in Bundaberg during the year? 

The PREMIER: £3,015. 
Mr. ARCHER said ·one would fancy, from the 

way in which questions were being askea, that 
Custom-houses were made for the benefit of the 
places where they were eRtablished, and not 
for collecting the revenue of the country. It 
was evident that the Ipswich Custom-housemight, 
perhaps, be done away with-he did not say it 
ought to be-and the revenue might be collected 
in Brisbane; but at Port Douglrts they must have 
a staff of officers, because there was no other 
place where the revenue could be collected. It 
was fortunate for Ipswich that the position of the 
town would enable them to do away with the 
Custom-house. 

Mr. FOOTE said that his object was to show 
that in .asking for an increase for the clerk and 
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locker at lp8wich it was only reasonable con
sidering the amount of work that that officer had 
to do, and his long service. It was only reaHon
able when they considered th<c amount of revenue 
derived from the place in comparison with other 
places; and he had no doubt that in a few years' 
time the place would contribute four times as 
much to the revenue. 

Mr. BEATTIE said there was no doubt that 
the man was an estimable officer, but he was 
getting £225 per year. He was sure that his 
duties were not greater than those of the chief 
locker, who had charge of very large bonds in 
Brisbane, and who received only £220. He 
knew that some officers in Brisbane were very 
old hands indeed-some had been twenty years 
in the Service, and not the slightest attempt was 
made to increase their salaries. At the same 
time, he saw that there was an increase in the 
beginning to some clerks who had been in the 
Service four or five years only, and who certainly 
got the blue ribbon in the Customs Department. 
Some very old clerks had not got increases at 
all, and he did not see that the clerk at Ipswich 
had anything to complain of. He was getting 
£225 per year, and he knew some other officers 
in much more responsible positions who were 
getting less. 

Mr. MACFARLANE said that, although the 
man was put down as clerk, he also had other 
duties to perform, and, the work of the office 
being small and few hands employed, nearly the 
whole of the work fell upon this one person. 
All that £20,000 passed through his hands; and 
it was a very responsible position. He was not 
only locker, but had the management of the 
financial department; and he (Mr. Macfarlane} 
was sure that if the Colonial Treasurer would 
only ask the head of the department he would 
get a very good report indeed as to the way in 
which the work was managed by the clerk in" 
question, rmd that he was very worthy of the 
advance that was asked for. 

Mr. GIUFFITH said he wished to get some 
information upon a matter which he was informed 
was considered as a grievance. He referred to 
the case of Mr. D. :Elliott, who was for many 
years in the Customs Department at Brisbane, 
and was, he believed, first landing-waiter, and 
who, he was informed, was summarily dismissed. 
He understood that he had not been allowed to 
resign, or was not allowed any of the privileges 
usually granted officers of his station. He was 
inforn:i.ed that this man was summarily dismissed, 
and was deprived of a pension he had fairly 
earned. 

The COLOKIAL TH.EASUREH. said that 
if the hon. member knew the cirmcm;tances of 
the case he would not bring it before the House. 
He did not want to say much about this man, 
hut he certainly deserved dismissal, n.nd if he 
(the Colonial Treasurer} had known of his con
duct he would have been dismissed before he 
was. He had got a board to examine into his 
conduct, and the board were unanimous in 
recommending his dismissal. 

1\fr. BEATTIE said the less said about the 
matter the better. 

Mr. GRIFFITH said that he thought when 
a man had a grievance it was his duty to bring 
it before the House. 'When he met that man in 
Sydney he understood from him that he had a 
grievance, and he woos asked to bring the matter 
before the House. He could not, of course, say 
whether his version of the matter was true or 
not. He was also under the impression that· the 
man referred to was offered the option of his 
pension, and that, considering that such pressure 
should not have been brought to bear upon him, 
he had declined the offer, and he was then sum-' 
marily dismissed. 

The COLONIAL TREAS"UREH. said that 
that was not the view of the case brought before 
him, and he was now informed that no such 
promise or offer was ever made to him, as under 
the circumstances it was impossible to do so. He 
was quite prepared to have the papers in con
nection with this matter placed upon the table 
of the House. 

Mr. BEATTIE said he thought it would be 
much better not to have these papers brought 
before the House. He knew the Collector of 
Customs had done what he could to bring the 
man to his senses U)>On this matter, and get him 
to take advice; but he would not be guided by 
anyone. 

question put and passed. 
The COLOXIAL TREARURJ~H. nioved that 

a sum not exceeding £2,!)22 be granted for the 
service of the year 1881-2, for Border Customs 
Patrol. There were two additions made in the 
vote:.._one of £108 for a storeman, and another of 
£132 for an extra constable. 

Mr. :.'IIcLEAX asked if the Colonial Trea
surer could give them any idea of the amount 
of Customs paid for goods coming across the 
border. 

The COLONIAL TREASUREH.: £7,500. 
Question put and passed. 
On the motion of the COLONIAL TRJ<JA

. RUH.ER, the sum of £2,550 was granted under 
the head of "Distillation." 

The COLONIAL TREAS'C'H.ER moved that 
the sum of £950 be granted for expenses in con
nection with the Marine Board. 

Mr. GHH'FITH asked whether the resolu
tion of the House with reference to no fees or 
remuneration being paid to members of Parlia
ment had been observed in the case of the 
Marine Board. 

The COLOKIAL Tim~\.SUREH.: Fees have 
not been paid. 

Mr. G RIFFITH asked if the hon. gentleman 
would give the reason why he had adhered to 
the resolution of the House in the case of the 
Marine Board, and departed from it in the case 
of other members of Parliament. 

The COLONIAL TREASUHEH. said the 
House had thoroughly debated the matter. He 
did not approve of one of the resolutions, but in 
this instance he had observed the resolution of 
the House. 

Mr. G RIFFITH said the Colonial Treasurer 
supported both resolutions. The first of them 
was fully discussed, and the second was carried 
without a division. Surely one was as binding 
as the other. The fees to the members of the 
Marine Board were payable under statute; thoRo 
in the other case were paid under the will and 
pleasure of the Government. Hon. members 
were told the other day that a resolution of the 
House was only binding during the session in 
which it was passed, but in this case a resolution 
passed some years since was held binding. 

The COLONIAL TREASUH.J<JR said the 
hon. gentleman appeared to be trying to prove 
that, because he (Mr. Mcllwraith} had not paid 
sufficient deference to a resolution of the House 
on one occasion, therefore he was not to observe 
it in any other case. He was, in this instance, 
going to adhere to the re,olution, and pay some 
respect to the hon. gentlemacn's opinion at the 
same time. As to the gentlemen taking fees 
being Government supporters, he would like to 
know which were the Government members who 
would be entitled to receive thm<e fees. One of 
the members of the :Marine Board was J\,fr. 
l!'red. Hart, a member of the "Upper Houoe, 
and another was the hon. member for :Fortitude 
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Valley-unless that hon. member had resigned, 
as he believed the hon. member once expressed 
an intention of doing 

Mr. McLJ<JAN said hon. members had been 
told distinctly and emphatic1tlly the other night 
that 1t resolution of the House was only binding 
for one session, but now that it suited the Gov
ernment to make it bin(\ing they did so. If a 
resolution of the House was binding in one 
instance it should be binding in all cases. The 
Government ought to be consistent in their 
actions, and not tell the House with one breath 
that a resolution was only binding during one 
session, and, with the next, that a resolution 
passed some years ago was still binding. 

Jliir. RUTLEDGE said the answer given by 
the Colonial Treasurer showed how utterly the 
Government disregarded the wishes of the Oppo
sition and the opinions of the public-and not 
only the opinions of the public, but also the 
unanimous decision of the House. He regarded 
the present Parliament as being a mere lll[ltter of 
form. Hon. members were called upon to go 
through a solemn farce, and to witness the spec
tacle of a Government making all sorts of acro
batic performances by which they were able to 
leap over or wriggle through all Acts of Parlia
ment or rewlutions of the House which outside 
the House were supposed to be absolutely bind
ing. If it had come to this : that the Premier 
could reply to the leader of the Opposition by 
saying, " I choose to regard one resolution as 
binding ::md the other as of no effect," the sooner 
this Parliament was sent about its business, and 
another elected more efficient in the performance 
of its cl uties and more in the confidence of the 
country, the better it would be. 

Mr. GRIFJ<'ITH said the amwer of the Coh
nial Treasurer amounted to this: that the Gov
ermnent claimed to have the power to subsidise 
their own supporters out of the Treasury if they 
thought fit, and meant to exercise that power. 
They might as well speak plainly. They had 
not power to do that legally, but they had got 
the power in some extraordinary way at the 
present tiRle, 1tnd they were able to exercise it. 
·when a Government did such things, and said 
when their attention was called to the matter 
that they did so because they chose to do so, it 
was well to call it bribery and corruption, as it 
was. He should like htm. members to read the 
history of the last ten years of the last century, 
and the first ten years of the present century, 
with regard to the bribery and corruption in the 
House of Commons in those d1tys. In the history 
of those twenty years hon. members would see 
the state of things which the Government were 
trying to re-enact in this colony. It was just as 
well to call a thing by its true name, and that 
was its proper name. 

The COLOXIAL TREASL'RER said that, 
if he wanted to clip a little into the history of 
bribery and corruption, he should go to the 
history, not of the commencement of the present 
century, but of the latter cl1tys of the last 
Government. He did not expect he should be 
able to find in the history of the century any, 
thing to surpass that. It was wasting time to go 
into a discussion of this sort. He had adopted 
a certain principle which the hon. gentleman 
said was wrong; and now the hon. gentleman 
wanted him to be consistent, and carry the same 
principle right through. To that his answer 
was that he did not choose to do so. Then the 
hon. gentleman sai!,l that he (Mr. Mcllwraith) 
acted in one way to suit his friends, and in 
another way with regard to his enemies. But 
he wonld remind the htm. gentleman that the 
Estimates were printed before any application 
was made by the Board for their fees. He 
belkved that they had since made an applica
tion, and he expected, if they had waited till 

he had read the speech of the hon. member, he 
might have come to the decision that the fees 
must be paid to them after all. He had not, 
however, come to that decision yet. 

Mr. GRIFJ<'ITH said that, in his opinion, the 
fees should not be paid, and he was not suggest
ing that they ought to be ; but he wanted to know 
whether the Government had been consistent in 
their action or not. The Colonial Treasurer had 
referred to corruption during the latter days of 
the last Government. \Vould the hon. gentleman 
give one instance of bribery and corruption by the 
last Government, or anything that by 1tny stretch 
of the terms could be· so described? He defied 
him to do so. 

The COLOXIAL TREASURER said it was 
his business to pass the Estimates through, and 
not to band:y words with the hon. gentleman ; 
but he could, if he liked, give an instance which 
would surpass anything else that h[ld since been 
heard of. 

Mr. GJU]'FITH said the hon. gentleman had 
no right to make charges unless he was able to 
give details. He defied the hon. gentleman to 
give any instance of bribery by the late Govern
ment. The hon. gentleman could not do so, and 
the statement he had made was entirely without 
foundation. 

::\Ir. KINGSFORD said the hon. member for 
Korth Brisbane had stated that the Government 
had power to use the public funds to subsidise 
supporters, and also that the Colonial Treasurer 
had stated that he would do so ; and, as us1ml, 
the hon. member threw out all sorts of inuen
does. vVould the hon. member say which of the 
Government supporters had been subsidised? 
Let him bring forward one case, and say who 
had been guilty of bribery and corruption on 
this (the :Ministerial) side of the House. The 
hon. gentlemm1 might laugh-any booby could 
do that. Let the hon. gentleman, instead of 
attempting to fling dirt, stand out manfully and 
say who had been guilty of bribery and corrup
tion [lnd who had received a bribe. Had any 
member on the Government side of the House 
clone so ? He demanded an exl)lanation. Let 
the hon. member send his charge home, or for 
ever hold his peace. 

l\Ir. GRIFJ<'ITH said he presumed the hon. 
member w1ts lecturing the Premier. He (Mr. 
Griffith) had asked the hon. gentleman to give 
one instance of bribery and corruption by the 
late Government, and when the hon. gentle
man had done so he (Mr. Griffith) would give an 
inRtance to which attention had been directed 
both inside and outside the House within the last 
seven days. 

Mr. BJ<JATTIE said he had not intended to 
speak, but he was rather astonished when the 
Premier seemed to insinuate that he (Mr. 
Beattie) ought to resign his seat on the Marine 
Board. 

The COLONIAL TREASUREH : K ot at all , 
Mr. Bl<JATTIE said it looked like that. He 

flattered himself that he had been of some 
service on the Board, and that he had never 
neglected his duties. He had always held that 
any work performed for th~ Gove;rnmer;t by 
members of Parliament outsrde their ordmary 
parliamentary duties should· be paid for. When 
he heard the 'decision that had been arrived at in 
the Hc>use with reference to fees to members of 
Parliament, he made no application for his fees 
until after the statement made by the Premier, 
and then he made an application, feeling that 
he was entitled, the same as any other person. 
He still believed that he was justly entitled to 
his fees. He believed that any member who sat 
upon a hoarcl that did not interfere with his par
liamentary duties should be paid for his services. 
He had lately been down to the Marine Board for 
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ten days in succession, and it was a great hard
ship. He did not see why he should have 
received an intimation that he would have to 
resign his position as a member. When he did 
anything unworthy of that position they might 
depend upon it he would very soon chuck it 
up ; but until he got an intimation that he had 
done so he should retain his position on the 
Board. 

The COLONIAL TREASURJ<m said that the 
hon. gentleman was wasting his indignation, as it 
was not his intention to make any such sugges
tion. As to the hon. gentleman's qualification 
for his position, he had nothing in the world to 
sa,y against it. He would not say that every 
word the hon. gentleman had spoken was not 
perfectly true. 

Question put and passed. 
The COJ"Ol'\IAL TREASURER moved that 

the sum of £22,58f> be granted for Harbours, 
Lighthouses, and Pilots. 

Mr. BJ<JATTIE inquired if the return fur
nished to the order of the House, made on the 
motion of the hon. member for Port Curtis, of 
the amount of money expended upon light!' in 
the various ports of the colony, was a satis
factory one. He (Mr. Beattie) thought there 
was something wrong· about it. He thought 
that hardly one-third of the expenditure was 
shown on it. }'or instance, the expenditure at 
the port of Brisbane was stated to be something 
like £G,OOO for the ten years. \Vhy, the salaries 
alone would come to more than that. 

:Mr. l'\ORTON said he did not know whether 
the return was correct. The amount struck him 
as being very small. The information, however, 
which he wanted was not the cost of mainte
nance, but the outlay in providing lighthouses. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER said that 
there was some uncertainty about the wording of 
the motion of the hem. member which did not 
convey its meaning clearly. The hem. member 
had gained hi~ information at the Port Office. 
The return gave the actual expenditure on 
building-cl and plante, but no service. 

Mr. H. PAL::YIER (l.\Iaryborough) said that 
he would point out to the Treasurer the un
desirability of carrying on the \Vide Bay pilot 
service as it now was-one sailing vessel and a 
small tender. The importance of \Vide Bay was 
becoming very great-he supposed it ranked 
next to Brisbane a~ the second most important 
port in Queensland, not 0xcepting even Rock
hampton. More shipping entered and left there 
than other port of the colony. It was a very 
expeneive service. There ought to be a small 
steamer provided for it, and then there would be 
a considerable amount of economy effected. The 
schooner hacl not only to attend to the shipping 
in the Bay, but also had to attend to six or eight 
lighthmtses, one of which was out at sea, another 
was at the extreme end of Great Sandy Island, 
and another at the extreme southern end
the two latter being sixty or seventy miles apart. 
Besides that, they had to buoy and beacon the 
whole Bay, and were constantly moving about. 
In times of bad weather thie vessel could not 
overtake the work, and it was often very much 
behindhand in consequence. She was not far 
short of twenty years old, and it was only by 
great care that she was kept in her present state 
of efficiency. \Vhen large vessels came into the 
Bay they had to w u,i t for a pilot, because this 
vessel was employed in some other part of the 
Bay. Rhe had employed in connection with her 
no less than fifteen hands. If a small steamer 
were used, about one-half the number of hands 
would do the work much more effectually ; a 
steamer would never be behind time, and the 
buoying and beaconing work would be properly 
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attended to. He hoped the Premier would give 
some attention to this subject. 

The COLONIAL TREASUREH said he had 
had the matter referred to under consideration 
two or three times during the last few months. 
He had not the slightest doubt in the world that 
it would be cheaper to get a steamer. His only 
doubt was where to get the money for it. As 
soon as he saw his way to do that, he would 
make the change ; and the first thing would be 
to have the beacons properly attended to. 

Mr. BEATTIE said he did not wish to waste 
any time, but he must point out again that if 
they intended to go on in the manner in which 
they were now doing, spending such a large 
quantity of money in maintaining up and down 
their long coast-something like 1,100 miles
lights and beacons, it would soon become very 
burclensome to the taxpayers. There could be 
no doubt that it \Vas going on increasing to a 
large extent. The year before last-the returns 
for this year were not yet published-showed a 
deficiency of something like £18,000 on the har
bour dues-the difference between the amount 
paid by the Government in maintenance and the 
amount of revenue received at the Custom House. 
\Vhen the Premier entered into an arrangement 
and issued some regulations exempting the 
whole of the foreign-going steamers which came 
from Eastern countries, through Torres Straits, 
from paying any sum other than for the cargo they 
landed, he thought it was a great mistake ; 
and he was glad to find that the Treasurer had 
altered the system which was in force while he 
was in England, and by which these vessels 
were in the habit of interfering with the inter
colonial trade. It was a great hardship if this 
was allowed to be carried on, and if these vessels 
were allowed to receive these great advantages. He 
had considered that it was judicious to encourage 
trade with the }]astern ports, but he found that it 
began to interfere with the intercolonial trade 
and to injure the trade of their home ports, be
cause the expenses of the vessels trading between 
the othee colonies and the Xorthern ports were 
very great indeed ; and yet they were actually 
supplying nearly the whole of the revenue which 
the colony received to enable these lights to 
be kept up. He would give the Committee an 
instance. Some little time ago there was a 
steamer running between Sydney and Brisbane, 
and sometimes going as far as l'\ormanton
the " Corea." On the trip before last she left 
Sydney, bound for Brisbane, Townsville, Cook
town, and, he thought, l'\ormanton. She left 
7~ tons in Sydney which she was unable to carry. 
She came to Brisbane, discharged what cargo 
she had for that port, and took in cargo for Cook
town and Townsville. She paid on each ofthese 
ports half-pilotage in and out. She went on to 
N ormanton, and it being her first trip there she 
paid 6d. per ton in and out, which amounted in 
all to a very large amount of money by the time 
she got back to Sydney. The H tons came on 
by one of the favoured ships and was landed
the services of a pilot being obtained in and out 
-the only quota paid as her contribution to the 
existence of lights, etc., being 7s. Gd. This was 
all she paid in and out of every port, so that the 
intercolonial ves~els were unable to compete with 
her. If the revenue was to be decreased in this 
manner the colony would very soon have to pay the 
whole of this expenditure, while getting no return 
for it. Some hon. members had an idea that our 
ports ought to be free-that the taxpayers of the 
colony ought to provide, for nothing, harbours, 
lights, and pilots for vessels bringing cargo 
to the colony. He had no such idea, and 
he did not believe that allowing articles to 
be landed free reduced the price of them to 
the consumer by one farthing. The Colonial 
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Treasurer ought to see that tho~e vessels diLl 
not interfere with the coastal trade of the 
colony, and that they ought to pay something 
towards maintaining the coast lights in a state 
of efficiency. It would be a sorry event if 
those steamers were going to drive all the ship
ping out of Queeuslan(!, for then the colony 
would have to pay the whole of the harbour and 
light dues. 

JUr. Die SA'l'GE said he could not agree with 
the hon. member. The receipts from harbour 
and light dues was £17,000, and the expense of 
maint>tining them about £34,000, and the differ
ence was very well spent in n,ttracting direct 
tmffic and nmking Queensland n,s independent as 
possible of the Southern colonies. Tlmt wn,s n,n 
object for which they might well n,fford to spend 
a few extra thousands "' yen,r. 'Vhen once the 
traffic wn,s secured, they could impose what dues 
they liked. 

(~uestion put and pn,ssed. 
The COLOKIAL TllEASuJtER moved that 

£12,070 be granted for Lighthouses. 
Question put and passed. 
The COLOKIAL TRl<~ASURER moved that 

£481 be granted for Powder ::\Iagazines. 
Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL TREASU"RER move(! thn,t 

£3,700 be granted for Harbours and Rivers
salaries. The items were the same as last yen,r, 
with the exception of an increase of £50 to the 
.A .. HsiHtant J;~ngineer. 

:VIr. GRI:F:FITH said he wished to call atten
tion to a mn,tter which was referred to last 
session-the three hopper barges that were be
ing constructed at :VIaryborougb. The matter 
was mentioned on the 1i\th November bst, and 
it appeared from papers then on the table that 
tenders had been cn,lled for three barges. The 
lowest tender was that of lVIessrs. flmith, 
I<'orester, and Company, of Brisbn,ne, at £i),(i48, 
or£~, 1G8 delivered at Brisbane in eighteen months. 
Another tender was a joint tender from Tooth 
and Compn,ny, of ::\Iaryborough, and ~Ici!wraith, 
McEacharn, and Company, for£;),849, the barges 
to be respectively delivered in eight, nine, and ten 
months. The higher tender was accepter!, the 
ground alleged being that the time fixed by the 
Brisbn,ne tenderers was too long. Penalties were 
imposed of £5 a day or £150 a month. The 
tenders were accepted on the 5th November, 
1870, so that the barges ought to have been 
delivered in July, August, and i:ieptember of last 
year, under those penalties. They were told on 
that occasion that the barges were nearly ready. 
He (:VIr. Griffith) happened to be in Maryborongh 
a week or two after that-four months after 
the contract time-and he saw that the first 
barge wn,s not finished, thn,t the second was 
still further off completion, n,nd that, of the 
thinl, wme of the plates of which it was 
to be .built were lying on the wharf. It 
was evHlent that the excuse for accepting the 
higher tender was not going to be justified by 
events, although with the penalty at £5 a day 
the country might perhaps have been indemnified. 
During the present session, on the 2Sth July, 
the hon. member for l<'ortitude V alley asked 
when these barges were finished, and the answer 
wn,s thn,t they were handed over to the Govern
ment on the ~lth ,January, 4th :\larch, and 22nd 
April, 18R1, respectively; so that the first was 
six months late, and the second and third 
seven monthB each late. The penalty for the 
firRt would be £900, and for the second n,nd 
third £~,0i\O each ; making a total penalty ,,f 
£3,000 mcurred by the contractors. Did the 
Committee suppose that penalty was enforced ? 
The p~nalty actually enforced according to the 
Oolomal Treasurer's answer was £3:;R, 'fhat 
was the way thn,t Government tenders were 

given ont and dealt with. The highest temler 
was aceepted on account of speed ; but the speed 
wn,s not r:Mried out, and the penalty wn,s re
mitted. 'Vhat confidence could there be in any 
Government department when things were carried 
on in that way? 

The COLONIAL SECRET.ARY said the 
papers in connection with that case came before 
him, n,nd he acted principally on the report of 
the J~ngineer. 'fhe Engineer, he believed, took 
"' proper view of the cn,se, and the Government 
followed out his (Air Arthur Palmer's) views, 
and imposed a penalty which, he believed, met 
the full justice of the cn,se. The delay was 
canserl by n,ccidents which could not be avoided, 
and penalties which met the justice of the cn,se 
were enforced and were paid. It should also be 
remembered that that was the first instance on 
record of a Government in that department 
having collected any penalties at all. 

Mr. GlUI<':FITH sn,id he knew very well what 
the accidents referred to were. The barges were 
imported from J<;ngland, and after the expira
tion of ten or twelve months some of the 
materials rerruired for their construction hn,d not 
arrived in the colony. This was the more re
markable, as one of the conditions was that the 
barges were to be constructed under the super
vhdon of the Governn1ent Engineer. 

Question put and passed. 
On the motion of the PRE::VIIER, the Chair

man left the chair, reported progresH, and len,ve 
"~as given to sit aga,in to-nlolTO\\"". 

ADJOURXMENT. 
In mm·ing the adjournment of the House, the 

PltEMIEil intimated that the busmcss to he 
taken to-morrow would probably be the further 
comideration of the Licensing Bill and Supply. 

The House adjourned at a rruarter to 10 
o'clock. 




