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1250 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Snpply. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Tuesrlay, 2 Nol'emlm·, 1880. 

Formnl Business.-Snpply.-Leave to attend n Com
mittee. 

The RPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

FORMAL BUSIXESR. 
On the motion of Mr. THORN, it was re

solved-
That there be laid upon the table of the House, a 

Return showing the number of Ticket<; issued n.nd col
lected at Yenlha, Bnngil, and Roma on ench dny ~;incc 
the Railway was opened to those lJlaces respectiyely. 

SUPPLY. 

The PRBDUER {Mr. l\fci!wraith) moved 
that the House resolve itself into Committee of 
Supply. 

The HoN. S. W. GRIFFITHs~irl he woulrl take 
this opportunity of asking the hem. gentleman 
at the head of the Government what were his 
intentions with respect to the Government 
business on the paper. It was usual, at this 
periorl of the session, to put such an inter
rogatory. The session was evidently approach
ing a close, and there was "till business on 
the paper of considerable importance. He par
ticularly referred to the Burrum Railway Bill, 
the United }funicipalities Bill, and the Supreme 
Court Act Amendment Bill. The Burrum 
Railway Bill, it was arlmitted, required to be 
considerably modified; the Municipalities Bill 
was of considerable importance to the country ; 
and the Supreme Court Act Amendment Bill 
was a measure the importance of which could 

scarcely be over-estimated. The House might 
fairly ask for information as to the intention of the 
Government with respect to these Bilk \Vhen 
was it proposed to go on with them? And what 
was to be done with the others? There were 
several Bills lower clown on the paper for second 
reading. He supposed there was little chance 
of their being brought forward this session ; but 
those he had mentioned should certainly be dis
posed of. The Supreme Court Act Amendment 
Bill could not occupy much time, and the Gov
ernment had once or twice expressed their in
tention of pressing it on. Considering the length 
of time that had elapsed since it was introduced, 
it was not premature to call attention to the 
question. 

The PRE11IER said he had no e>bjection 
whatever to tell the hon. gentleman what they 
intended to do with the three Bills mentioned. 
The Burrnm Railway Bill would be gone on 
with at the first opportunity; the Fnited 
Municipalities Bill would be gone on with in the 
same way, and he believed when it was carrie<l 
it would prove to be a very good measure; the 
8upreme Court Act Amendment Bill he shoulcl 
trouble himself about no more. Instead of tlw 
hem. gentleman asking him what was the inten
tion of the Government with respect to this Bill, 
it would have been more to the purpose if he 
(the Premier) had asked the leader of the Oppo
sition why he voted for the second reading ; 
because, although he did not use any argument, 
he was violently opposed to the Bill. 

Mr. GRIFFITH: I never said so. 
The PRE::\UER: No. I know you never 

said so; you took care not to do that; but the 
hon. members who act with you spoke strongly 
against it, and then voted for it. I have too 
much sense, I can assure the House, to attempt to 
carry through the Bill under these circumstances ; 
and I have no hesitation in telling the hon. 
gentleman, now, that he has seen the Bill for the 
last time. 

Mr. MILES was understood to say that the. 
greater portion of the l\Iinistry were opposed to 
the Bill. He was astonished, considering tiH• 
majority at the second reading, that the Bill was 
now to be abandoned. If that was so, he hoped 
no time woulrl be lost in permanently appointing 
a Supreme Court .Judge. The manner in which 
matters connected with the Department of .T us
tice were carried out reflected no crerlit upon the 
Government. He especially now referred to 
their appointments to the commission of the peace. 
The present Government put all the tag-rag-and
bobtail they could pick up on the bench, and he 
knew of a couple of loafers, one walking one side 
of Queen street and another on the other, and of 
these, one was appointed a magistrate, and the 
other would probably be soon appointee!. One 
of them was now sitting on the bench as a 
magistrate, and it was disgraceful. 
TheCOLOXIAL8lWRB~TARY (Mr. I'almer): 

Name! 
Mr. MILES : You ought to know very well 

who it is. 
The COLO="IAL SECRETARY : I have not 

the slightest idea. 
Mr. MILES : Then if the hon. gentleman 

wants to know I will tell him ; it iR Conrten1t)' 
Spry. He walked up and down Queen Htreet as 
a vagrant. 

The PRK!\HER : Yon do not know the mean
ing of words. 

::\Ir. MILES said the Premier prob,bly diel ; 
and, if he did not know the meaning of the wor<l 
vagrant, he knew the meaning of something a 
great deal worse. The Government were not 
acting creditably in reducing the number of the 
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Supreme Conrt .Jndges, anrl then announcing in 
tht House that they hac! no intention of proceed
ing further with the Bill. If the Bill was to be 
withclrawn, then, in Gocl's name, let them make 
a permanent appointment to the Supreme Court 
Bench, and have done with it. 

The COLOXIAL SECRETARY said he 
could not allow the assertion that the Govern
ment had appointee! all the tag-rag-and-bobtail 
to the commission of the peace to pass without 
a remark. The appointments of the Govern
ment wonld hear comparison with those of any 
previous C+overnment. Atthesametimehe begged 
to say that as Colonial Secretary he was not 
responsible for the appointments. They were 
all very well fathered; he took care to have a 
written recommendation for everyone who was 
appointed, and there was no one appointed who 
was not strongly recommended by someone well 
known to the Government. The remarks of the 
hon. gentleman were therefore utterly uncalled
for. With respect to the Supreme Court Act 
Amendment Bill, the Premier would have 
shown an amount of folly he had never seen 
him commit yet if, after the manner in which 
that Bill was-not supported-hut voted for 
simply a,; rt sham, he attempte<l to go any fur
ther with it. The conduct of the hon. member 
for X orth Brisbane in voting for the Bill was 
beneath contempt. The meml1er for J<~noggera 
(Mr. Hutledge) was also strongly opposed to it, 
but they all voted for it in the hope of putting 
the Government in a false position. \Vhen the 
Gm·ernment could only carry their measures with 
the assistance of the Opposition, the sooner they 
abandoned them the better. 

l\Ir. LOW took exception to the highly dis
paraging manner in which the hon. member 
(:\lr. Miles) had on two occasions in the course 
of one week thought proper to parade the ap
pointment of country magistrates. It might no 
doubt be true that wme appointments were made 
to the commission of the peace that might not 
reflect much credit to that body. There were black 
sheep in every community. These appointments 
ought not to be wholly charged to the Colonial 
Secretary, as they were, as a rule, recommended 
to him by persons he considered worthy of credit. 
The hon. member (Mr. Miles), who at one time 
held the office of Colonial Secretary, ought, of all 
others, to know the extreme difficulty of dis
covering the genuineness of every person sub
mitted for the distinction of justice of the peace. 

The Ho!i". ,J. DOUGLAS said that some of 
the remarks of the Colonial Secretary ought not 
to pass without notice in connection with the 
appointment of magistrates. The hon. gentle
man was perfectly aware that he himself was 
responsible. He did not deny that the appoint
ment of magistrates was often surrounded by 
difficulty, but the hon. gentleman could not 
avoid the responsibility or father it upon some
body who recommended such persons. Every
hody knew there were numbers of persons who 
were recommended as magistr::ttes who were not 
appointed. The hon. gentleman himself, of 
course, ditl not appoint all who were recom
mended to him. ='la doubt the appointment of 
magistrates was a difficult matter which every 
Colonial Secretary had felt; but the Minister 
could not shirk the responsibility, and it would 
have been much better if the hon. gentle
man had boldly avowed it. With respect to 
the judgeship, he (Mr. Douglas)" had not the 
slightest doubt that the majority of the 
members of the House agreed that the business 
of the Supreme Court could be efficiently carried 
on by three judges. The real difficulty was, 
Mr .• Justice Shepparrl. The Government could 
not see their way to make any change in the 
existing state of affairs, but he believed the 

northern districts were not inconvenienced by 
the fact that Justice Sheppard lived at Bowen, 
nor would they he inconvenienced by a circuit 
assize. The rlifficnlty was simply a political 
one, and no other. He did not wish in any way 
to comment upon the exercise of the Judges' 
duties. Their functions were performed with 
great propriety and regularity, but it could not 
be said that they were overworked; and if the 
political aspect of the question admitted of the 
removal of Mr. Justice Sheppard from Bowen 
there would be no more difficulty. 

Question put and pa~sed ; and the House went 
into Committee. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Mr. Mac
rossan, as Minister for Mines) moved that the 
sum of £13,108 be granted for the Department of 
Mines, Goldfields, General Subdivision, and 
Geological Survey. 

The Hox. G. THORN (who conld scarcely he 
heard in the gallery) was understood to ask 
whether, since the Under Secretary's report had 
been laid on the table, any new goldfields had 
sprung into existence ; if so, had anything been 
done to foster them--more especially the gold
fields of Moolangal, in the Burnett ; Milton, in 
the Port Curtis ; and Mulgrave, in the Cook 
rlistrict ? \V as there a warden at Moolangal, 
where, he believed, there were a number of 
miners? It was a goldfield somewhere near Gin 
Gin. He believed they were raising a large 
amount of gold there, hut he was not aware 
whether any miners' rights had been issued. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS was under
stood to say that the new field referred to by the 
hon. member was not of sufficient importance 
yet to warrant the appointment of a warden. 

Mr. THORN was understood to ask what was 
being done at the Mulgrave? 

The :MINISTER FOR WORKS was under
stood to say the Police Magistrate did all that 
was necessary. 

Mr. THORN said he was sorry to see that the 
£2,000 voted last year for prospecting for gold 
did not appear in the present Estimates. It 
was a pity the Government could not see 
their way to encourage this industry, because 
the colony would be nothing like what it 
was but for the mining interest. He was 
not aware that the present Geological Sur
veyor, who received altogether £1,300 a-year in 
salary and allowances, had found a single gold
field, and he had yet to learn why that officer 
should be continually kept in the North. He 
was supposed to have been looking for coal for 
the last twelve months, but it was quite time 
that the South had something of his services. 
He would not object to this salary if the officer 
had made any discovery, hut, as he had not, 
£1,300 a-year was too large an amount to pay for 
nothing. 

Mr. MILES was understood to say he should 
like some more information with respect to the 
Under Secretary for Mines. For the sake of a 
paltry £700 a-year, he hoped that officer was not 
to be sent to the right-about because he had 
incurred the displeasure of one or two private 
members? Would the Minister for W arks in
form the Honse definitely whether he could 
dispense with that officer's services without 
detriment to the public service? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he 
thought he made a definite statement last night 
as to what he intended to do. He stated that 
he would try to work the departments with 
one officer, and that such a change would in no 
way injure the Mines Department. The Mines 
Department did not depend on one particular 
officer, and as long a" the work was done it did 
not matter who did it. 
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::\Ir. GRIFFITH said he knew what the routine 
duties of the Under Secretary for Mines were, but 
he should like to know what duties that officer 
performed which required a special knowledge 
of mining. J<'or instance, what supervision did 
he exercise over the wardens? The under secre
taries of the other departments did not usually 
require any special knowledge for the perform
ance of their duties; but, from representations 
made to him by the miners, he understood that 
the Under Secretary for Mines did require special 
knowledge, and he should like to know what it 
was. This fact was advanced as one of the 
reasons why the Mining Department should not 
be abolished. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said that the 
Mines Department would not be abolished. 
The special knowledge required by the Under 
Secretary for Mines was a knowledge of the 
mining laws of the country, and he stood in the 
same relation to the warden that the other 
under secretaries stood with respect to the 
officers under them. 

Mr. MILES said they all knew that the Min
ister for Works was a practical miner, but he hoped 
that the hon. gentleman would not always hold 
office-at any rate, he and other Ministers would 
not hold office any longer than he (Mr. Miles) 
could help. They must look to the future, and 
must not, because there was a practical Minister 
now in office, dispense with the services of an 

, officer who had a thorough knowledge of the 
working of the department. \Vould it be wise, 
for a paltry £700 a-year, to throw the depart
ment into confusion ? 

Mr. GRIFJ<'ITH said that the Minister had 
scarcely answered his question. There were 
many gold-mining leases which were liable to 
forfeiture at the discretion of the Minister for 
non-compliance with certain conditions. In such 
a case a recommendation was made by the warden. 
Was it the practice of the Under Secretary to 
review that recommendation? It was important 
that they should know that, because if that were 
the practice the Minister would have no one to 
guiQ.e him if the office of the Under Secretary 
were abolished. Most of the under secretaries 
gave no advice. The work of the Under Colo
nial Secretary and the Under Treasurer, for 
instance, was mostly of a routine nature. The 
Under Secretary for Education ought to have 
special knowledge. He wished the information 
he asked for, because it had been represented 
in petitions presented to the House that it 
was necessary to have in Brisbane an officer 
who had a thorough knowledge of the mining· 
laws. 

The MINISTER J<'OR WORKS said that 
there was the Goldfields Act of 187 4 for the 
regulation and workin& of mines and the regula
tions which were founded on it, and there was a 
law relating to goldfields homesteads : those 
were the only laws in existence relating to 
mining. As far as leases were concerned they 
were granted on certain conditions, and it was 
the warden upon the goldfield who knew whether 
or not the conditions had been complied with, 
and it was his duty to recommend forfeiture or 
otherwise. The Minister could only take informa
tion from the wardens, andalmostinvariablytheir 
recommendations were acted upon. If a warden 
were to make an improper recommendation, of 
course it would not be acted upon, but he did 
not think there was any warden now in the service 
who would be fool enough to make such a re
commendation. There had been wardens in the 
service who did not understand their duties so 
well as the present wardens did. He had 
thorough confidence in them and invariably 
acted on their recommendations. In such cases 
the Under Secretary could give but little advice, 

as they simply r~sted on matters of fact \Yhich 
were cognigant to the warden, and to the warden 
only. 

Mr. ::\IILES said that the Government had 
declared their intention to abandon the Bnpreme 
Court Bill, because it had been supported by the 
Opposition. He believed in retaining the ser
vices of the F nder Secretary for Mines, but after 
that declaration from the Government he was 
afraid that if he urged anything further in favour 
of the officer he would be likely to injure him, 
therefore he should say nothing more. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he 
thought it was hardly fair for the hon. member 
to make such a remark. The hon. member must 
remember that last year a motion to knock off 
the salary of the Under Secretary for :Mines was 
supported by a good many members on the other 
side, amongst whom was the leader of the Oppo
sition. 

Mr. HAMILTON said that he did not agree 
with the argument that the Under Secretary for 
Mines required to have a technical knowledge. 
What was the work of the department? As far 
as he knew it was simply to fill np fifty cheques 
a-month, to receive letters from the varwus 
wardens, to read them, and to reply to them under 
instructions from the Minister. To do that 
work £1,155 a-year was voted. Very little ?apa
city was required for the work, and he believed 
that the present staff was not necessary-one 
good man could do the whole of the work. Last 
year the Minister said that there was not enough 
work for the ·under Secretary to do, but that 
there would be sufficient for him if he were ap
pointed Chief Inspector of Mines, and the man
agement of affairs relating to coal, tin, and copper 
mining was transferred from the Lands to the 
l'>1ines Department. l<'or such a transferrence he 
understood it would be necessary to pass an Act. 

~Ir. GIUFFITH: No. 
:Mr. HAMILTON said that, at anyrate, the 

Government had not taken any action since 
that time to effect the change, and the Minister 
for Lands last night advanced reasons why it 
should not be made. As to the Chief Inspector 
of Mines, he emphatically objected to there being 
appointed to the office any person who was not 
thoroughly qualified to fill it. A Bill was to be 
introduced for the purpose of diminishing those 
sad accidents which were continually occurring 
in the mines, and to carry out such a me:1sure 
properly it would be necessary to appoint prac
tical men as inspectors. If men so q1mlified 
were not appointed, the measure would be a 
useless and vexatious one. If it was so necessary 
that the local inspectors should have thorough 
qualifications, would it not be much more neces
sary that the perse>n who was tu superintend 
them should be thoroughly qualified? He should 
object to a non-qualified man getting such a 
position through political influence. As to 
the working of the department, he thought 
that the two clerks who received £455 between 
them could do all that was required. He 
knew comparatively little about Mr. Lukin, the 
Under Secretary; that gentleman might be a 
good officer, but the requirements of the service 
did not necessitate the office which he held. He 
should object to the work of the department 
being merged into the Lands !Department. It 
might be a question of sentiment, hut he should 
like to see a separate Department of :Mines, and 
he did not see how that coulrl not be done even 
without the Under Secretary. \Vhy not call the 
clerk who received £380 a-year the L~nder Secre
tary? He noticed that there was no amount on 
the Estimates this year for prospecting purposes. 
He certainly thought that If they could afford to 
pay £700 a-year for nothing they could afford to 
spend some money on prospecting. He hoped 
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that the hon. member (Mr. Thorn), and some 
other hon. members who appeared to have such 
an interest in the Mines Department, would 
support the motion of which he had given notice 
-that £2,000 be placed on the Estimates for pro
specting purposes. 

Mr. THORN said if the Government wished 
to foster the great gold-mining interests of the 
colony they would have placed an amount on 
the Estimates for prospecting purposes. There 
ought to be £5,000 voted. He was astonished at 
the hon. member for Gympie treating the 
matter so lightly; he had expected that the hon. 
member would have strongly denounaed the 
Government for omitting the vote for prospect
ing purposes from this year's Estimates. He 
understood that the "G nder Secretary for Mines 
was the Inspector of Mines. 

Mr. HAMILTON: No. 
Mr. THORN said he knew that the Under 

Secretary had to decide very knotty points occa
sionally; he had always decided them satisfac
torily and had saved an enormous amount of liti
gation. To his (~fr. Thorn's) knowledge the 
1:' nder Secretary had saved the colony many 
thousands by his skill in handling mining dis
putes. The hon. member for Gym pie knew that, 
but instead of crediting the officer for that skill 
he came down and advocated the abolition of his 
office. 

The :MINISTER FOR WORKS said that the 
hon. member (Mr. Thorn) was in a state of 
perpetual astonishment. A most astonishing fact 
was that, although the hon. member was Minister 
for ::\lines for three or four years, he never put 
a single penny on the Estimates for prospecting. 
The first amount voted for prospecting was put 
on the Estimates by the present Government, 
and the amount (£2,000) was nearly all expended. 
The hon. member (Mr. Thorn) talked as if he 
had done that. The only result which had been 
obtained from the expenditure of the money was 
that it had been proved that payable ifOlclfields 
did not exist in certain places. The best pro
specting was done by the miners with their own 
money, and he defied any hon. member to point 
to a single goldfield which had been found by 
Government prospectors. 

Mr. THORN : The Palmer was. 
The ::_\UNISTER FOR WORKS: No. 
Mr. GRIFFITH said that a great deal of tin

mining was done under license, and he did not 
see why the business should not be transferred 
from the Lands to the Mines Department. 

The MINISTER J<'OR WORKS said there 
would be great difficulty in the way of such a 
change. JYiining under licenses was carried on 
to a great extent on land which had been sur
veyed by the Lands Department, and it was 
thought advisable that the Lands Department 
should have supervision in such cases. His 
opinion was that all business connected with 
mining ought to be transacted by the Mines De
partment. 

Mr. GRIJ<'FITH said he was quite certain 
that the change could be made without any 
difficulty whatever. 

Mr. THORN said he thought that the Palmer 
Goldfield was found by Mr. J ones, who was as
sisted by the Government. 

The 1HXISTER FOR WORKS : You know 
nothing about it. Mr. Mulligan discovered the 
field and got the reward. Mr. J ones had no 
more to do with the discovery than the hon. 
member had. 

lVk HA:\IILTOX said he believed that the 
Hodgkinson Goldfields had been discovered 
through the atlllistance of the Government. "When 

Mr. King was Minister for Mines he appropriated 
a certain sum for prospecting purposes, and sent 
out Mr. Mulligan to explore the country, the 
consequence being that the Hodgkinson was dis
covered. The money appropriated was actually 
spent before the goldfield was discovered, but had 
not Mr. Mulligan's party been fitted out he be
lieved that the discovery would not have been 
made. The statement made by the hon. member, 
Mr. Thorn, about the Under Secretary for Mines 
saving litigation, was about as correct as the state
ment that Mr. J ones discovered the Palmer Gold
field. The Under Secretary had paid only three 
visits to the l'\ orth during the last six years, and 
then he simply took evidence which was to be 
submitted to the Minister for his decision. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said it 
would hardly be fair of him if he did not clear 
Mr. J\Iulligan from the imputation conveyed by 
the speech of the hon. member (Mr. Hamilton). 
Mr. Mulligan discovered the Hodgkinson Gold
field with his own resources. He remembered 
that when the matter was debated in the House 
on a former occasion an attempt was made to 
prevent Mr. Mulligan getting the reward, on the 
imputation that he had discovered the goldfield 
whilst prospecting with Government money, and 
had kept his discovery secret for a time so that 
he might claim the reward. Such was not the 
case, as all' the Government money had been ex
pended, and Mr. Mulligan had returned to Cook
town, where he met some of his old mates, and 
fitted out a private expedition. They found 
another parcy in advance of them actually work
ing on the goldfields, and the two parties joined, 
and were rewarded. 

Mr. HAMILTON said the Minister had not 
shown that his (Mr. Hamilton's) sta,tement was 
incorrect. ·what he said was, that it was in 
consequence of his labours whilst spending Gov· 
ernment money that lVIr. Mulligan discovered 
the Hodgkinson Goldfield. He presumed that 
if Mr. Mulligan had discovered the goldfield 
when spending Government money he would 
have be-en rew,.rded. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : No. 
Mr. HAMILTON said that Mr. Mulligan was 

a first-class prospector, who deserved the thanks 
of every miner for what he had done. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said he did not feel satisfied 
with the way in which the Minister had treated 
the question. The Minister had half admitted 
that there might be reductions made, but on the 
other hand he asserted that the management of 
all business relating to minerals should be placed 
under the charge of the Mines Department. In 
that opinion the Minister for Works differed 
from the Minister for Lands, who held that the 
Lands Department was the proper department 
to have charge of the business. Considering how 
much the future prospects of the colony de
pended on the development of the mineral re· 
sources, he thought it was to be regretted that 
there were appearances of an inclination on the 
part of the Minister to submit to a lower esti
mate of the value of the department by dispens· 
ing with the Under Secretary. If they were 
dealing with some general system of econo· 
mising it would be a different matter, but 
they had not heard of any material reductions 
in other departments. Were they to infer that 
the prospects of the colony with rega1·d to its 
mineral resources were less favourable than they 
were or had been? He was of opinion that there 
ought to be a separate Department of Mines. 
They possessed a wonderful variety of minerals 
in rich measure, and there ought to be a special 
de}Jartment, the object of which should be to 
afford every possible facility for the development 
of those resources. Such a department could "be 
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utilised in such a way as to be lJroductive of 
great benefit to the colony, and therefore it was 
with regret that he heard that it was in
tended to economise in the existing depart
ment, more particularly as no effort was being 
made to economise in other departments. 
He had no doubt that the Colonial Treasurer, had 
he considered it necessary, could have cut down 
the Estimates by £100,000, but, as no necessity 
for such a desperate expedient had been recog
nised, it seemed like cheeseparing and a want 
of prevision to suddenly arrh·e at the conclusion 
that the Mines Department, as a separate depart
ment, should be abolished. It would have been 
better if the Minister for Mines had suggested 
the readjustment of the department, making all 
necessary economies, whilst retaining the depart
ment as one upon which, to a greater extent 
perhaps than upon any other, the future pros
perity of the colony depended. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he 
should be very sorry to think that the resources 
of Queensland depended upon any mining de
partment. No doubt it was an advantage to 
have a department well administered, but the 
futm·e success of mining in the colony did not 
depend upon that. The hon. member should 
recollect that the Yery best mining times in 
Queensland were during the period when the 
Mines Department was administered by a gentle
man who administered the W arks and the Rail
ways as well-a proof that the prosperity of 
mining did not depend in any way upon the 
existence of a separate department. The Palmer, 
Charters Towers, Gym pie, and Ravenswood were 
all discovered before the Mines Department was 
placed on its present footing, and, with the ex
ception, perhaps, of Charters Towers, were all 
flourishing. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said he was quite aware of 
that, but the same might be said of all other de
partments. Selectors did not subsist for the 
benefit of the Lands Department, but the Lands 
Department subsisted to look after their interests. 
It was no doubt quite true that at the first out
break accompanying a gold discovery a great deal 
was done without Government superintendence 
at all, but in their later stages all enterprises 
required to be looked after and encouraged. 
Miners could no doubt dig for gold independent 
of law, but as soon as gold was discovered the 
miner sought for the protection which the law 
conferred upon him. The indications that the 
support of the law was about to be withdrawn 
from mining was not justified by any evidence 
that the mining industry had gone backward ; on 
the contrary, the reports published by the Mines 
Department contained hopeful indications for the 
future with regard to gold, and also coal, silver, 
and tin. Those industries required to be watched 
by intelligent men who would never lose an 
opportunity of drawing attention to the facts con
nected with those enterprises, both for the in
formation of the people of the colony and of 
those who might be desirous of bringing their 
capital and labour to the colony. This was 
the most important feature in a Mining De
partment, and in that respect less had been 
clone in Queensland than in New South Wales 
or Victoria. 

Mr. HAMILTON said the hon. member was 
holding up merely an absurd bugbear when he 
argued that dispensing with the services of a head 
clerk meant abolishing the department alto
gether. A certain amount of work was done in 
Brisbane in connection with gold-mines by three 
clerks, and the department was called the Mines 
Department. If it could be shown that the 
work could be clone a:; well by two clerks, ancl 
that £700 a-year could be saved to the colony, 
that change might be made without abolishing 

the department. :i\Ir. Lukin was not the de
partment. Without wishing to say anything un
complimentary to Mr. Lukin, he was only an 
unnecessary appendage as things were at present. 
·whether the chief of the department were called 
Under Secretary or head clerk made no difference 
so long as the work wa,; done. After what had 
been said last night he felt confident that half 
the money previously voted would be sufficient 
to carry out the work belonging to the office. 

J\lr. SHEAJ<':FE said he held that the mining 
indu:;try of the colony was second only to the 
pastoral industry; but he considered that the man
agement of the .Mines Devartment, in Brislmne, 
had nothing to do with its success. 'The industry 
had been successful, not through the fostering 
care it had received, but actually in spite of the 
great many difficulties thrown in its way by the 
department. What had the department ever 
clone towards discovering or developing any 
single mine in Queensland 'I Absolutely nothing, 
but had rather stood in the ''"ay. Hon. mem
bers had talked eloquently in favour of retain
ing the department, who probably could not 
distinguish silver-lead from cream-cheese. He 
would suggest that those who understood the 
subject should talk and the others hold their 
tongues. The extensive territory of Queens
land was rich in almost every mineral, from 
gold to coal, and the mining industry must 
flourish whether the department was well 
managed or not. He must confe:;s that he felt 
hurt to see the position which Ministers had 
taken up. They brought in Estimates providing 
for two Under Secretaries and said thev could do 
without one of them, and then were in the 
painful position of having to rely upon the Op
position to carry the vote. He had not a word 
to say against the present r nder Secretary for 
Jlilines, who might or might not be a remark
ably good man for it. The present :Ministry 
was a :Ministry of retrenchment, and they could 
very well do without two Under Secretaries to 
assi't them to expenrl . £30, 000. The F nder 
Secretary at the Post Office had, he believed, 
the speniHng of six times that ~tmount. ,\ fair 
and ju~t distribution of money was wantec!, hut. 
when he ~H.'V that money waS being ah·mlutely 
thrown away he could not conscientiously yote 
it. In this case he would vote for the salary of the 
Under Secretary of 1\Iines, because the Com
mittee had been assured by the "Minister for 
Mines that at the proper time he would do with
out one of the under secretaries. On that as:mr
ance, and on that assurance alone, he should not 
vote against the motion. 

Mr. REA said the hon. member (:Mr. Sheaffe) 
had spoken of the Ministry as a Ministry of 
retrenchment, but they were the very gentle
men who had proposed to spend £55,000 for a 
line of steamers to give accommodation to the 
people of Thursday Island, and near there. The 
speech of the Minister for Mines led to the con
clusion that. the office of Minister for Mines 
should be clone away with because he sairl that 
the most prosperous time was when there was 
no official at all, and since then the prosperity 
had declined. If other colonies might be accepted 
as guides, this department was the department 
of all others, especially in Australia, that re
quired careful and generous treatment, because 
it was gold-mining, more than any other industry, 
which attracted population. It was now pro
posed that, in compliance with the personal pique 
of a Government supporter, an officer should be 
got rid of even if it were necessary to appoint 
someone else in his place. The statements con
tained in the speech of the ::\Iinister for Mines, 
tending as they did to show that mining was not 
considered one of the leading imlustries, might 
act very injuriously to the colony. 
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1\Ir. DICKSON said he agreed with the hon. 
member for Rockhampton in regarding mining 
:1s one of the leading industries and as the one 
most calculated to attract population to the 
northern territory of the colony. He regretted 
that the Minister for Mines should have 
drafted these Estimates in a despondent man
ner. A comparison of these Estimates with 
the corresponding ones of the previous year 
would lead to the conclusion that gold-mining in 
the colony was rapidly approaching extinction, 
and colour was given to that supposition by the 
statement of the hon. gentleman that this 
and another department might be amalgamated. 
He noticed that although the number of war
dens was not reduced the amount for forage 
allowances for wardens had been reduced by 
£250, and that the number of troopers and black 
trackers for service on the goldfields had also 
heen reduced. All those matters should have 
heen explained to the Committee. He was of 
opinion that the present depression was a mere 
temporary one, and he should be sorry to regard 
the mining industry as one to be annually re
duced until it was extinguished. He hoped that 
before many years prm;perity would return, and 
that this industry would be the means of settling 
a large population in the portions of Queensland 
which would otherwise probably remain un
peopled for some time to come. 

::\Ir. LO\V said the ::\liuister for \Vorks had 
that night told the Committee in plain terms 
that he saw his way to combine the two depart
ments. He had spoken to the hon. gentleman 
since he came into the House, and he was quite 
prepared to accept that hon. gentleman's as
surance that he could carry out the promise 
made last night. 

l\Ir. ::\IILES said it was the first time he was 
aware that the hon. member for Balonne had 
taken up the position of defender of the Gov
ernment. \Vhen they c:tme to that position 
they had got very low indeed. 

l\Ir. LF::\ILEY HILL :tsked whether it was 
parliamentary to make pnns in this Chamber~ 

l\[r. ]\fiLES said he believed the Minister for 
:\lines s:"" his way to carrying out the proposed 
ch:tnge m the dermrtment. He w<mld, however, 
like to know what the Government Geologist in 
the 1'1 orth was doing? He cost the country a 
considerable amount of money, :tnd as far as he 
(Mr. )files) was aware he had not made any 
reports lately. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said, before 
he replied to the rem:trks of the hon. member 
()Ir. Miles), he would take the liberty of say
ing that the attack made by the hon. mem
ber upon the hon. member for Balonne was 
rather uncalled for. The hon. member (Mr. 
Low) seldom rose, and he never spoke without 
s:tying something worth listening to. As to the 
Government being defended, he considered him
self as well defended by the hon. member for 
Balonne as he did by the hon. member (Mr. 
::\lile,). The Government. Geologist, he might 
state, was employed durmg the greater part 
of the recess in exploring the northern territory 
from Cooktown to within a verv short dbtance 
of Cape York. He had been out for the last five 
or six months prospecting with"' practical miner, 
and he had been wounded in the neck lw bhcks 
on one occasion. On his return to Cooktown he 
askedforandobt:tinedleave of absence, at the expi
ration of which he went back to duty :tt Towns
ville, and \V::tH engaged there writing his report 
~mtil he went further north to engage in survey
mg work on the Hodgkinson Goldfields, where he 
was at present. The report he had written w:ts 
now in the hands of the Printer, :tnd, but for 
the overpress of work in the Printing Office, 
would have been in the hands of hon. memoers 

by this time. The report was a very voluminous 
one, and one which every hon. member would 
appreciate. 

Mr. MILES said he did not ask for the infor
mation in an offensive way. Not having heard 
of the Government Geologist for some time, he 
thought it not unre:tsonable to ask what he was 
doing. Everybody knew that he had a very 
kindly spirit towards the hon. member for 
Balonne. · 

Mr. LOW : You didn't show it, then. 
Mr. MILES said if the hon. member chose to 

get up and defend the Ministry he must take 
the consequences. That was the hon. member's 
fault, not his (Mr. Miles'). 

Mr. LOW said he should defend whom he 
liked. 

Mr. MILES said the hon. member had better 
keep his position. He k11ew the hon. member 
was a pensioner. 

Mr. LO\V said he did not know how he was 
an adventurer. He was in his own place now. 

Mr. MILES said the hon. member had better 
not say too much, for he should speak plain. It 
was usual for a Jliiinister to answer a question 
asked by an hon. member. He did not know 
the hon. member was a ;Jiinister before, but he 
had now come to the conclusion that he was a 
Minister or else an off-sider. 

Mr. LOW said he kept his place, but t_he hon. 
member made remarks which were quite uncalled 
for. He did not want to interfere with the hon. 
member, and he did not want to be interfered 
with. The remarks he had made were appro
priate, and should be allowed to go for what 
they were worth. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL said the hon. member 
for Darling Downs seemed to think that no one 
except the Minister undergoing catechism should 
open his mouth ; but Ministers got tired of 
answering all the stupid questions put from that 
side of the House, and hon. members liked to 
give them a little relief and assistance occasion
:tlly. Any fool could answer half the questions 
put, and it was no good for the Minister to be 
puzzling his brain every minute. 

)Ir. MILES said the hon. member for the 
Gregory was only "'new member, but he should 
know perfectly well that, no matter how insig
nificant a member of the Opposition might be, 
the Jlilinister must answer him, and he would not 
be satisfied with a reply from an off-sider. The 
hon. member for Gregory was himself a fifth
wheeler. 

The COLONIAL SECRE'l'.ARY : The Gov
ernment have found out this session that they 
have had a very large number of fifth-wheelers. 

Mr. MILES said they appeared to be all 
fifth-wheelers all round. He thought hon. mem
bers had better leave the duty of answering to 
Ministers. 

Mr. LO\V said he did not see why he should 
have been dropped upon by the hon. member, 
Mr. Miles. He did not take up more of the 
time of the House than the hon. member did. 

Mr. AMHURST said he knew the hon. mem
ber (l\Ir. Miles) well. If the hon. member meant 
to stonewall, nothing would prevent him : he had 
fought many "' battle with the hon. member 
before now. The hon. member would ask ques
tion after r1 ue!ltion, ant! the best way was to get 
him in a good temper and an•wer them as quickly 
as possible. 

:\fr. BA YN:ES s:tid he considered the hon. 
member (2\Tr. Low) httd been most unflbirly 
treated, not only by the hon. member for Dar
ling Downs, but also by the Colonial Secretarv, 
who told him to address himself to the chair, " 
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Mr. REA said the hon. member (Mr. Miles) 
a~ked for information which was of great value, 
not only to the House, but to the public. 

Mr. GRIFFITH asked whether there was a 
warden at Charters Towers now as well as a 
police magistrate ? The salaries for both were 
placed on the Estimates. If there were not two 
officers, what did the Government intend to 
do? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied that 
the warden at Charters Towers was also police 
magistrate, and that he received a total salary of 
£650-namely, £300 as warden, £300 as police 
magistrate, and £50 allowances. 

Mr. GRIFFITH said he believed that ar
rangement had been made before the Estimates 
were printed, and it ought to have been shown 
there, instead of asking for £350 for the police 
magistrate and £440 for the warden. 

The MINISTER ]'OR WORKS said he be
lieved the Estimates were printed before the 
change was made, which was about the end of 
May or the beginning of June. 

Mr. GRIFFITH said that as the Estimates 
were not brought down till August there was 
plenty of time to have revised them. 'Why were 
the Committee asked to vote £440 when only 
£300 was wanted? The item ought to be reduced 
by £140, and if the Minister for \Vorks did not 
move the reduction he should feel bound to take 
the duty upon himself. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS moved that 
the item be reduced by £140. 

Amendment put and passed. 

Mr. G RIFJ<'ITH said he had seen a good deal 
of correspondence lately about the discovery of 
of silver-mines at Ravenswood, and complaints 
Were made that the Government refused to give 
proper facilities for persons to take up the land 
for mineral purposes. He should like to know 
the facts of the case. 

The MINISTER l<'OR WORKS said it 
had been long known that silver-mines ex
isted at Ravenswood in connection with gold, 
and latterly there had been some fresh dis
coveries made a little outside the township, on 
the Townsville side. Several applications had 
been made to take up mineral leases there. 
The matter was referred to him by the Lands 
Department, and he decided that no leases 
should be granted larger than those allowed 
under the Goldfields Act -namely, twenty
five acres. Many of the applications were for 
forty acres, and some even for sixty acres. As 
g0ld and silver were mixed intimately in the 
reefs which were discovered, it seemed an 
attempt to monopolise a large portion of the 
goldfield, and that was why he came to the 
decision already intimated. The prospector, a 
miner named King, was allowed a privilege be
yond that-of purchasing a selection which he 
had applied for a long time ago. That was the 
only piece of mineral land which had been sold 
within the bounds of Ravenswood. He might 
mention that the famous silver-mine in ~ ew 
South Wales was leased in far smaller areas, the 
majority not being larger than five acres, and 
ilome as small as two or three acres. 

Mr. MILES said that if one man was to have 
the large salary of £6i'\O as warden and police 
magistrate of Charters Towers, he should like to 
know who they were keeping the billet for? 

The COLO~IAL SECRETARY: For you. 
Mr. :iYULES said he would have nothing to do 

with it-not for all the salaries the Ministers 
got. The Ministry were a bad lot, and this was 
<t nice arrangement for some of their friends. It 

required a detective to find them out, but they 
would, he hoped, be· found out before long. 

The JVII~IST:B~TI FOR WORKS said the 
billet was not intended for anybody. It was 
filled now by a gentleman who, he hoped, would 
retain it for many years-Mr. Selheim, the best 
warden in the public service. 

Mr. THORX said the colony might well dis
pense with the services of the Geological Sur
veyor, who was more ornamental than useful. 
That official had done nothing, and had been 
employed only in the extreme north of the colony 
looking after one or two electorates that were 
almost depopulated, and he was likely to be kept 
there. It seemed strange that no other part of 
the colony should have the services of the Geo
logical Surveyor. Mr. Jack accepted his appoint
ment conditionally-that he should not be kept 
always in the north. The \Yicle Bay and Bur
nett districts, which were full of minerals, ought to 
be inspected, and he shoulrllike to see Mr. Jack's 
report on those districts. He moved that the 
item be reduced by £1,300. 

The MI~ISTER FOR WORKS said he 
would tell the hon. member what the adoption 
of such a proposition would mean. :\fr. Jack 
accepted hb position and salary on the perfect 
umlerstanding and promise that he should hold 
it during good behaviour. If the amemlment 
were adopted, J\Ir. Jack would have a claim for 
a large amount of compensation. 

Mr. DOUGLAR said the :\Iinister for \Yorks 
must be mistaken. No doubt an arrangement 
was made with Mr. Jack for a specific period of 
three or five years, but he did not believe tha.t 
any Government would commit itself to the 
permanent employment of :VIr. ,Jack at that 
rate. He believed Mr. Jack to be a good 
geologist and that he had done good 
work. It was another matter whether it 
was worth while going on spending £1,300 a-year 
on geological surveys, but that question had not 
been raised, and he was not prepared to deal 
with details of that kind apart from the responsi
bility of the Government. 'They were bound in 
law and also in honour to keep their engage
ment with :Mr. Jack, though he did not think 
it was such alensrthy engagement as that described 
by the Minister for \Vorks. 

Mr. THORN said he could not understand 
one officer being engaged during good behaviour 
more than another. Why should a distinction 
be drawn between Mr. Jack and the dismissed 
officers from all the other departments, who had 
also been engager! during good behaviour? There 
must be something behind the scenes. He (Mr. 
Thorn) knew what it was, but he was not going 
to inform the Committee. He would leave that 
for the Minister for \V or ks to do. 

The 1HNISTER l<'OR WORKS said there 
was not a public servant in the colony who had 
worked harder than Mr. Jack, and if the hon. 
member would take the trouble to ascertain 
what Mr. Jack har:l done he would come to 
a very different opinion on the subject. 

Mr. MILES said the Minister for \Vorks did 
not read the report of the Geologist, and the 
Committee ought to know exactly what he had 
clone. It was all very well for the hon. member 
(Mr. Douglas) to say that Mr .• Tack was efficient. 
But what authority had the hon. member for 
saying so? Where 'did he get his information? 
The report ought to have been laitl on the table, 
so that hon. members could judge for themselves. 
It would be well to postpone the item until 
the report was furnished. He fmmcl no fault 
with the officer; he only wanted to know what 
he had done. 

The MINISTER :FOR WORKS : I told you. 
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Mr. MILES said he took with a g-rain of salt 
what was told him by a Minister. He wanted 
the report of the officer, which ought to be on 
the table. 

l\Ir. BEATTIE ~aitl he was rather surpri"ed 
at the htm. member (Mr. Miles). He was 
uw.ler the impression that the .Ylinister for 
\Y orks had answered the hon. member's ques
tion; and the excuse the 1Iinister for \Vorks 
made for the late appearance of :\Ir. ,Jack's 
report seemed to him a very fair one. \Vith 
n'ganl to the employment of i\lr. ,Jack, he 
thought that as that gentleman had come from 
J;;ng-lanrl expre~,;ly to fill his present pooition it 
would be most unfair to him to cli,;pense with 
his services at any moment. X o dtiubt before 
Mr. ,Jack left England he hacl some specific en
gagement made with him, and therefore it would 
be a pity to see the amount struck off the Esti
nlates. 

l\Ir. HEA said that if the statement of the 
l\linister for IY orks was correct, l\Ir. Jack's 
s:alary should appear under Schedule B. That 
was the same as the tenure of the judges ''during 
good behaviour," or for his natural life. At any 
ntte, the Committee were entitled to have some 
information given to them as to the nature of the 
engageine11t 1nade with tha.t gentle1nan, and the 
length nf it. It appenred to him (:\Jr. Hea) that 
every Lit of inform:1tiun had to he th·a;:ged out 
of the Govennnent. ,__ 

:\fr. SHEAFl"J<j aHketl whether the l'nder 
Seeretary for :\lines had a g-uarantee fidelity 
bond-if so, from what office and to what 
amount? 

'rhe :\li="Ii:-iTEH FOE WOHKS said he 
helieved the Fnder Secretary for ::\lines had no 
fitlelity bond. 

Mr. MILES said he did not think such a bond 
was requiretl. As there was no money pa,;sing 
through that officer'>< hands it would be unfair t~ 
ask him to give a bond. \Vith regard to Mr. 
,Jack, he wished to say that he knew nothing at 
all al"mt that gentleman, and he did not wi~h to 
move the reduction or omission of his salary; 
hut he thought that if Mr. Jack came to the 
colony under Schedule B, and was to remain here 
during good behaviour, the sooner they arrived 
at such an understanding the better. If that 
gentleman had been brought out under a pro
mi,;e that promise should he kept, but he did not 
think that the appointment should be looked 
upon as one in perpetuity. 

The ::VIINii:-iT.ER :B'OR WORKS said he had 
just discovered that the "Gmler Secretary for 
:\lines had a fidelity bond. 

The PRKMIER said the "Gnder Secretary 
was a public accountant under the Audit Act, 
and as such had a fidelity bond. 

Mr. 11ESTO~ said that Mr. Jack was emi
nently qualified for the position he occupied. 
That gentleman's reports were not only interest
ing, but were a valuable educational l1CC[Uisition, 
and it was a great pity, therefore, that they were 
not more generally utilised than they were, and 
that they were not supplied to the public schools. 
Before hon. members talked about reducing the 
vote, they should consitler what they were doing, 
ns ::\fr. Jack's reports were the means of dis
seminating a great deal of very valuable geo
logical information respecting the colony. 

:Mr. ::\IILES, referring to the question of 
fidelity bonds, said he wished to know whether 
the Commissioner for lhilways did not find a 
fidelity bond; yet neither he nor the Under 
Secretary for Mines had money passing tlmmgh 
their hands, and could not commit a fraud if they 
wished it. 

Mr. SHEA:B':B'E said he looked upon the ap
pointment of the Government Geologist as one 
of the hest ever made by a government, and, 
although he did not know Mr. J aclr, he believed 
from what he had heard that that gentleman 
was eminently qualified to fill the office. 

',['he PRE::YIIER said that }fr .• Tack possessetl 
the highest qualifications : he was a favourite 
pupil of Profel>tlor Geikie, and was employed by 
him in conducting some important investigations. 
He (the Premier) did not believe there was a 
geologist of the present day who had done more 
to contribute to the science of geology than Mr. 
,Jack had done, and if hon. members opposite 
would consult the reports of the Geological 
Society they would see a great many valuable 
contributions from Mr. Jack on the geology of 
this country. As regarded the question of salary 
it had no weight with that gentleman, as if he 
liked he could go back to Professor Geikie at any 
tin1e and get the same as he \Vas receiving here. 
So great was Mr. Jack's love of science that if 
he received no salary he believed he would still 
go on with his work. 

::VIr. HAMILTON said that Professor Geikie 
was a very high authority, and there was no 
doubt that he entertained a very favourable 
opinion of the qualifications of ::VIr. ,Jack. He 
(:\Ir. Hamilton) knew as a fact that Mr. Jack's 
reports as a Government geologist had been of 
very great benefit to the miners in Northern 
queensland, and even although no gold was 
found by the prospecting expedition to which 
Mr .• Tack was attached, he was perfectly certain 
that the report which would be brought up by 
Mr. Jack of the features of the country through 
which he passed would be worth all the money 
spent on the expedition. 

i\ir. THORN said that what he complained of 
was that ::\Ir. Jack was confined to one part of 
the northern district only. He considered 
that the Cloncurry and that part of the 
Xorth should be visited by Mr. Jack just as 
much as the Cooktown district ; moreover, that 
during the summer months i\fr. ,Jack should 
come south, as to keep him up in the north for 
ever was not fair. That was one reason why he 
objected to the vote. \Vith regard to the assist
ance Mr. Jack had been to the miners, he (Mr. 
Thorn) believed that practical miners were far 
better than scientific geologists for finding gold 
-in fact, the Committee had been told that 
evening by the Minister for IV orks that the 
expeclition which Mr. Jack accompanied returned 
without finding gold. 

Mr. MILES wished to know what had be
come of the toy purchased by the hon. member 
for North Brisbane (Mr. Griffith) when in office 
-he alluded to the diamond drill? 

The MINlSTER FOR WORKS said he 
believed the hon. member himself was the author 
of the toy. It was now laid up in ordinary in 
Cooktown. The last time it was used was at 
Oakey Creek in the Cooktown district for 
boring or coal, but it was a very great expense 
indeed, and he should be very glad to get rid of 
it. 

Mr. MILES oaid he was not the purchaser of 
the drill ;-he had, it was true, entered into 
negotiations for buying it, hut he did not buy it 
or commit the conntry to the purchase of it. He 
was perfectly certain that if the matter had been 
left in his hands \he thing would never have been 
bought, a~ he had made certain inquiries and 
the information he received was not satisfactory. 
His hon. friend (Mr. Griffith), who succeeded him 
in office, on the principle that a new broom 
sweeps clean, went in and bought the drill ; at 
the same time, he (::\Ir. l\Iiles) was sorry it had 
been a failure. 
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Mr. REA said he had taken some pains when 
he was in Victoria lately to inquire into the 
working of the diamond drill, and he found that 
its usefulness entirely depended on the know
ledge of the head men employed in working it. 
Therefore it was hardly right to say that diamond 
drills were altogether a failure on the gold
fielrls. 

Amendment put and negatived. 
Question, as amended, put and passed. 
On the question-That the sum of £8!J2 be 

voted for salaries and contingencies in connection 
with the Museum-

Mr. DOUGLAS said that the amount was 
smaller than last year, and yet the contents of 
the Museum had been removed from the old 
building to the new one, and, consequently, the 
expenses of the institution had been increased. 
The fact that a gentleman had been appointed as 
cumtor who was known to posse~s very high 
qualifications rather pointed to an increase than 
to a decrease in the expenditure. He was aware 
that they were not increasing amounts, especially 
at the present time ; but, as it had been thought 
fit to authorise the construction of a :Museum, he 
did not think they should fall into arrears in other 
respects. Some credit had been given to Mr. 
Jack for what he had done in the cause of 
science, and he (Mr. Douglas) did not dispute the 
value of what had been done by that gentleman, 
but he thought that they should be doing some
thing in that direction by means of their 
l\!Iuaeum. From an educational point of view, 
for the purposes of the Museum the sum voted 
was hardly sufficient, if it was to be made effec
tive, and he thought it was his duty to say that 
he did not think they could do justice to the 
objects of a museum with such a small amount. 
\Vith regard to the sum of £200 for a curator, 
he considered it was much too small. They had 
previously paid £300 a-year for an analytical 
chemist, but that department had been abolished 
at a saving of £538. \Vhether it would be re
established or n,lt he did not know ; but as the 
Government had introduced a Bill to regulate 
the sale of food and drugs, he had no doubt th»t, 
if passed, that Bill would involve the appoint
ment of an analytical chemist. \Vith regard to 
the Curator, he did not think they could have 
made a better appointment than the gentle
man who had been acting for the last six 
months. Although a very young man-and 
in some instances that was an advantage-::\fr. 
Haswell possessed testimonials as high in his 
particular branch as those of Mr. Jack, and 
he also had been a pupil under Professor Geikie. 
He did not think that they could secure a 
more promising young man than l\lfr. Haswell, 
but he did not think he could be expected to 
remain for long· at such a low salary as he now 
received. He (Mr. Douglas)should be glad if the 
Minister for \Vorks would withdraw this esti
mate and submit another based on that of last 
year, and on a somewhat more liberal scale as 
regarded the Curator. He thought the least they 
could offer l\lfr. Haswell was what was previously 
received by the analytical chemist, as his attain
ments were far beyond those of that gentleman. 
He hoped the matter would be considered by the 
:Minister, and t-hat a somewhat larger amount 
would be put on the Supplementary Estimates. 

:Mr. HAMILTON said that he quite agreed 
with the hon. member for l\lfaryborough as to the 
desirability of increasing l\IIr. Haswell's salary. 
In order to effieiently fill the position of Curator 
to the :Museum a man of scientific attainments 
was required, and the miserable pittance allowed 
that gentleman by the J<;stimates was simply 
labourer's w>tges. They could not expect to retain 
him on such a salary, and it would be a great 
mistake if they lo:;t his services through not 

giving him a fair salary. In a new and extensive 
colony like this, where the field for research 
in the various branches of natural science was so 
vast, it was their duty to furnish their contribu
tion towards the cause of science. They were 
yearly spending immense sums of money in edu
cation, and was it not desirable they should have 
some knowledge of the resources of their own 
animal, vegetable, and mineral kingdoms? They 
had already affirmed this by expending a large 
sum of money in the erection of a l\lfuseum, and 
also thousands in the purchase of specimens; and 
now that they had gone to all this expense, and 
the machinery in consequence was in such ex
cellent order, "it would be false economy if they 
failed to obtain a good engineer. The Curator 
was the engineer of the Museum, and it would be 
impossible to retain a good one on a bad salary, 
and the consequence of having a bad one would 
be that the machinery would get out of order, and 
the large sums of money spent on the institution 
would be in a manner thrown away. In :Mr. 
Haswell they had an exceptionally good man. He 
{Mr. Hamilton) had lately received a letter from 
a friend of his, Mr. Ramsay, Curator of the 
Sydney Museum, who spoke of him in the 
highest terms. Professor Geikie, of whom he 
had just spoken in relation to Mr. .Tack, bore 
high testimony as to his distinguished career 
as a student. Under him he carried everything 
before him in his classes. Sir Wyvill Thump
son, also, Profe~sor of Zoology at J<;dinburgh 
University, and who was most generally known, 
perhaps, as director of Her Majesty's ship 
" Challenger" in her scientific cruise, also spoke 
of him in the highest terms, both as a practical 
and theoretical naturalist, and volunteered his 
opinion that he was throughly qualified for any 
appointment connected with natural science. 
Under Professor Huxley, Mr. Haswell during his 
last year took two first medals, one for practical 
zoology and the other for theoretical zoology; 
and only a few years since he obtained the Baxter 
Scholarship in natural science, awarded to the 
most distinguished bachelor of science in the 
Department of X atural Science. In l\Ir. Has
well they had an exceptionally good man, one 
who was recommended not by unknown men, 
but by men who were known and looked on with 
respect throughout the scientific world, and these 
men had given him, not stereotyped letters of 
recommendation, but spoke of him in the most 
glowing terms from their own intimate know
ledge of him, and predicted that his career would 
be an eminently distinguished one. He thought 
that the colony would suffer a loss if such a man 
were allowed to leave them simply because a fair 
salary was begrudged him, and J:e hoped. the 
Government would take the matter mto consider
ation, and by giving him fair remuneration for his 
services not allow this to occur. 

Mr. MESTON said he entirely agreed with 
the remarks of the hon. member for Gympie. 
Mr. Haswell, as Curator, was an exceedingly 
promising young man, and came here with very 
high testimon.ials, and he (Mr. ::\Ieston) hoped 
the colony would retain his services, although 
they could not hope to do so at the present in· 
adequate salary paid to him. He regretted ex
ceedingly that the Minister for \Vorks should 
have felt it necessary to cut clown the amount 
for the Museum, particularly as a new building 
had just been erected. The fact of a select com
mittee sitting at the present time to inquire into 
matters connected with the l\IIuseum prevented 
him from going into details he should otherwise 
refer to; but he had not the slighest hesitation in 
saying that the present Curator was a highly 
qualified young man, and that it c.ould h~rdly be 
expected that a gentleman of hi' attamments 
would be prepared to remain in his position . at 
such an inadequate salary, as he would receive 
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far more flattering offers from elsewhere. He 
thought, also, that there should be an analytic.] 
chemist appointed. He was not aware what 
provision the Government hac! made for chemical 
analyses, but he was certain that .Mr. Staiger, 
the late analytical chemist, was as competent a 
man as they could have procured, and that the 
omission of the vote of last year was a mistake 
and false economy. He believed that the fees 
for making analyses would in the course of the 
year amount to far more than the actual salary. 
He should have liked to have seen an increase 
instead of a decrease in the vote for the :Museum, 
and also a sum put down for the purchase of 
statuary, which was most instructive and valuable 
as an educational medium. He was in favour 
of a grant being given for the purpose of estab
lishing a statuary collection in the Museum, be
cause they were far behind the ancient Greeks in 
their appreciation of the beautiful. There was 
no era in human history they might copy with 
more advantage than that of the Greek civilisa
tion in the age of Pericles, when the Greeks had 
carried their passionate love of the beautiful to 
the highest stage of development, when the mile
stones were works of art, and the Greek women 
placed statues of Apollo and K arcissus in 
their bedrooms that by daily contemplation of 
the beautiful they might impress it upon their 
children. There was nothing which indica
ted the condition of civilisation more clertrly 
tlum the state of the fine arts, sculpture, 
music, and painting ; and the highest civili
sation of all nations had been conspicuous 
for the advanced state of the fine arts. ·while 
they encouraged an admiration of the beauti
ful they should avoid as far as possible that 
gloomy Eestheticism which seemed to be a dismal 
monomania evolved from modern civilisation. 
One of the most attractive galleries of the 
Sydney ::Huseum was that devoted tl! the fine 
arts, in which were magnificent statues of the 
Apollo Belvidere, the V en us of 11ilo, the 
Laocoon, Hercules, and the Gladiators. The 
Brisbane :Museum was conspicuous by the ab
sence of any statuary whatever. Before the 
"e:;sion closed he would make an effort to place 
the sum of £n00 on the Supplementary :B;sti
mates to start a statuary collection for the 
:\Iuseum, and he hoped the J\linister for \Vorks 
would offer no opposition to sufficient support 
being given to the project. It was not only de
~;h·able to establish a collection of statuary, 
but also a collection of painting-s, and, with 
a little judicious expenditure under judicious 
management and supervision, the Brisbane 
:VIuseum might eventually be placed in a posi
tion rivalling that of the museums of the 
older colonies. It was desirable in the in
terests of the colony to encourage the J\1 useum 
and to add by every possible means to the collec
tion, and develop, as far as possible, its value as 
an educational institution, the value of which 
was no doubt of a very high order indeed. He 
for one sincerely regretted that the hon. the 
Minister for Works had reduced the sum placed 
on the Bstimates last year for the Museum. 
The hon. member no doubt had done it in a. 
spirit of economy, but it was mistaken economy. 
He hoped that sum would be replaced, and that 
in addition to inaugurating a statuary collection 
the salary of the Curator would be increased, so that 
that gentleman might be encouraged in his work, 
and made to see that he was entirely appreciated 
and desired to remain in the colony. A salary 
of £200 a-year, which was the orrlinary salary of 
a clerk, was not anything like sufficient to 
encourage a man like :VIr. Haswell to remain in 
the colony. He \Vas a young man who would, 
he was sure, e_,<tablish a reputation, and he was 
the kind of man of whom the House shonhl 
show its appreciation by increasing his srtlary. 

Mr. HTEVBNS regretted that the Minister 
for ·works harl not seen his way to increase the 
salary of the Curator of the :VIuseum, because this 
gentleman was induced to take the position on 
the understanding that his salary would cmu
mencewith £200 rt-year, and would be increased if 
he fulfilled his cluties properly. He believed 
Mr. Haswell-he had not heard this from the 
gentleman hirmelf-had applied to the Minister 
for an increase, but was refused, because the 
finances of the colony were in a rather low state; 
and they must be very low indeed if they would 
not afford £100 or £200 for such a capable man as 
Mr. Haswell. As was said by the hon. member 
for Gym pie, this g·entleman was a man of con
siderable attainments, and it was desirable to 
keep him ; and it would be a graceful act, and an 
act of justice, to place a sum on the f::lupple
mentary Estimates to increase his salary. 

Mr. HEA did not consider the references 
made to the Greeks in the time of Pericles at all 
applicable, because the condition of those people. 
was not to be compared to that of the population 
of Queensland. It "'as perfectly monstrous that 
they should be talking about uncalled for ex
penditure in this way in the same session 
when the Premier had to steal an amount 
from the Loan .Fund to make up a deficiency. He 
would give way to no member of the House in 
his desire to e11courage a taste for the fine arts, 
but he could not imagine that in a young colony 
like this they could talk in this way when the 
very necessaries of life were being heavily taxed. 
He was very sure that the other colonies when 
they were of the same population never at
tempted to burden themselves with museums as 
was being- done here. It Wt>s a positive misfortune 
to the c:>lony that these men of science, of high 
qualifications, were being introduced and em
ployed merely because they brought letters of 
introduction from men at home. The salary of 
the Curator of the Brisbane :Museum was a very 
different thing from the salary of the Govern
nlent Geologist. The Govern1nent Geologist 
mig·ht do something- to forward the interests of 
the working chtsses, but the Curator would not be 
able to do anything- to lessen the expenses of 
daily life. It was a creditable action, therefore, 
of the Minister for \Vorks to refuse the appli
cation of the trustees and decline to load the 
Estimates with anything for the Museum. In 
his (1Ir. Hea's) opinion, instead of this item 
being increased it should be struck off alto
gether. 

Mr. HUTLEDGE said this was a very practi
cal and utilitarian age, and while nothing should 
be said to depreciate the value of the fine arts as 
having an elevating tendency, he could not agree 
with the member for Hosewood as to the necessity 
of spending the public money just now in the pur
chase of a large quantity of statuary : that was a 
matter for the future. But they ought. not at this 
time to be chary in showing their appreciation 
of a distinguished student of science who had 
come amongst them, as they would be doing if 
they offered him a salary of no more than 
£200 a-year. He (Mr. Rutledge) was told 
that Mr. Has well was offered a salary of £600 
a-year in Xew Zealand and for a time was dis
posed to go there. Influence was, however, 
brought to bear upon him by gentlemen inter
ested in the Brisbane Museum, and Mr. Haswell 
was induced to remain. He was above sordid 
considerations, and did not hesitate to refuse 
£600 a-year in New Zealand and to choose 
£200 a-year as a beginning in Queensland, 
which he believecl offered a larger scope for 
his abilities. They would be damaging them
selves in the estimation of the scientific 
community rtt home if it 1\'ent forth tlmt 
the Legislative Aosembly of Queensland :tp-



i260 [ASSEMBLY.] Suppiy. 

praised the services of a man like :1\Ir. 
Haswell at £200 a-year. It had been stated 
that this gentleman had come with high recom
mendations from distinguished professors in 
England and Scotland. These gentlemen had 
access to all the learned societies and eminent 
institutions of the home country, and if they 
communicated to their friends in influential 
quarters the fact that in the colony of Queens
land a man who had distinguished himself as the 
first student of his year was paid at the rate at 
which they were in the habit of paying their 
common labourers, they would be damaging 
themselves in the estimation of the people of the 
nld country. He picked up a work in the 
library, the other day, in which Queensland 
was referred to in this way:-" Jl.'l:exico, Queens
land, and other semi-savage countries." If they 
gave so little for scientific attainments as £200 
a-year to a man like l\Ir. Haswell they would 
richly deserve to be described hereafter in that 
n1anner. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said that if he were Mr. 
Haswell he should certainly cry out, " Save me 
from my friends !" This gentleman, he believed, 
was an admirable selection for the particular 
position he filled ; and although there was no 
doubt he should be paid considerably more, he 
believed his cause was not helped by hon. mem
bers getting up and ~aying that he refused to 
take £600 a-year in Kew Zealand, and preferred 
£200 a-year in Queenshtnd. Even if he did so it 
was his own business. At the same time he (Mr. 
Morehead) wished it to be distinctly understood 
that he believed this gentleman should receive 
more payment than £200 a-year, which was a 
totally inadequate salary. His cause would 
be much better established if it had been 
advocated in the way in which it was advocated 
by the hon. member for the W arrego, rather 
than by the plastering of the hon. member for 
Enoggera. The hon. member told the Committee 
that if they did not pay these gentlemen more 
they would be held up as an example of a 
country that underpaid these rriost wonderful in
dividuals who came into their midst. The hon. 
gentleman also said that the question of statues 
might be referred to the future, no doubt think
ing that at some future period a statue would be 
devoted to him in the Mus~um, which was a very 
proper place for him. There were two Roman 
consuls, he believefl, and the effigies of the two 
hon. members for Enoggerarr.ight be placed there 
as Roman types. The senior member for 
Enoggera, ::Yir. Dickson, he {Mr. Morehead) was 
about to say, might be placed there as resembling 
J ulius Cresar-only J ulius Cresar was a good
looking man. 

Mr. I, UMLEY HILL : K ero. 
Mr. MOREHRAD said, yes, the hon. mem

ber for Enoggera might go down to posterity as 
the N ero of the period; while his junior col
league would represent Tiberius Gracchus, only 
that consul was a respectable man. He {Mr. 
Morehead) would now invite the Committee 
to come down to common life and to deal with 
the messenger of the :Museum. It was a 
tremendous drop from the statues of the hon. 
members for Enoggera to the messenger of the 
lYiuseum. He did not know who appointed the 
messenger, but it appeared to him to be an ex
ceedingly improper appointment; his own ex
perience being when he went there some six or eight 
weeks ago with a party of friends, that the man 
performed his public duties in a very offensive 
and improper manner. Xo doubt if the man had 
known the great men he was dealing with he 
would have adopted a different course ; but he 
and his friends went there as strangers, and found 
tha.t the man was unnecessarily offensive, and 
should not be retained in the public service. As 

the Museum was a great part of the educational 
scheme of the colony, they ought, at any rate, 
to pay the Curator a sum equivalent to that paid 
to the head-master of a public school. It could 
not be expected that for £200 a-year they 
could obtain the service of any competent 
man to that position. The two messengers were 
paid nearly as much as the Curator. He 
did hope the Minister for V{ orks would take 
this matter into his serious consideration, and 
would see that if the Curator was any good at all, 
it was disgraceful to serve out to him the mere 
pittance of £200 a-year. He did not believe in 
inordinately paying anyone; but, on the other 
hand, he did not believe in underpaying a man, 
especially a man like Mr. Haswell. He hoped 
the Minister for \Vorks would put something on 
the Supplementary Estimates to meet the views 
of evidently the majority of the Committee, and 
he would again repeat that Mr. Haswell's cause 
ought not to be allowed to be damaged by the 
too lavish praise bestowed upon him by the hon. 
member for Enoggera. 

Mr. RGTLEDGE said he should be sorry if 
any good words he thought proper to use should 
have the effect of damaging the cause of this 
gentleman, with whom he was not personally 
acquainted, and his own belief was that he had 
not damaged it. As to the possibility of his 
statue being preserved in the :Museum, such a 
thing might or might not be ; but in the same 
good-humored way as that adopted by the hon. 
member for JVIitchell, he ·would remind that hon. 
gentleman that there was already in existence 
the charred remains of an effigy that had been 
subjected to the action of fire in the electorate of 
the 1\Iitchell. Subsequent to the burning pro
cess it was stated these remains were purchased 
at a high premium, and might perhaps some of 
these clays be one of the first objects to occupy a 
niche in their local temple of fame. Mr. Has
well came with the highest recommendations 
and was reported as highly efficient in his work, 
anfl he (Mr. Rutledge) had been spoken to by 
persons interested in the JVIuseum, who all 
agreed that his salary ought to be raised, and who 
suggested that if it was not raised the probability 
was that the colony would lose the services of 
the Curator. 

Mr. l\IOREHEAD said it was painfully true 
that he had passed through the ordeal by fire; 
but he was happy to state that he stood there 
to-night unscathed. Whether the hon. member 
would pass through tb.e ordeal so successfully he 
would not stop to inquire. He wished to point 
out that the hon. gentleman had stated that all 
Europe would tremble and its scientific men turn 
pale if it was known that the Curator of the 
Brisbane Museum was only paid £200 a year; 
and he (Mr. Morehead) had endeavoured to bring 
down the Committee to the region of common
sense-if, indeed, they could ever be brought 
so low. \Vhat he meant to point out was 
that by the plastering of Mr. Haswell and 
the laying it on too thick, the member for 
Enoggera might defeat the cause he was trying 
to advocate. He (::VIr. Morehead) had expressed 
the opinion that Mr. Haswell's salary should be 
increased, not because he had been asked to do 
so, but because he was a most efficient public 
servant. He did not ask that his salary should 
be increased to £600 a-year because he had re
fused £GOO a-year in New Zealand, but because 
he believed ali men should be fairly and reason
ably paid, which 1\Ir. Haswell at the present 
time was not. 

::\Ir. THORN said it was not often that he 
agreed with the hon. member for J\Iitchell, but 
he agreed with what the hon. member had just 
oaid, as to the remarks of the hon. member (JYir. 
Rutledge) being calculated to damage the cause 
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which he was espousing. He (Mr. Thorn} never 
took any notice of recommendations made to him 
outside. He judged men as he found them, anrl 
he was of opinion that the Curator was every
thing- that could be desired. As for testimonials, 
he generally looked on them as useless, as they 
were often given by people because they knew 
that the persons receiving them could not use 
them in the place where they were given. He 
should like to know whether Mr. Haswell was 
an analytical chemist. It was essential that the 
Government should have an analytical chemist 
in their employ, and if ::Yir. Haswell had the 
necessary qualifications he might hold the dual 
offices of Analyst and Curator. If Mr. Haswell 
could not perform the functions of the two offices 
it was an unwise thing to dispense with the ser
vices of Mr. Staig-er. He should like to know 
whether the man who acted as assistant to ::Y1r. 
Rtaiger had been retained; if not, he ought to 
he. He should also like·to know what had 
become of the messenger who was employed at 
the old :Museum and who was an excellent ser
vant. It was not right that an old servn.nt 
should be cast adrift to make way for a new 
chum. If old servants were not required in one 
office they ought to he transferred to another in 
preference to the appointment of outsiders. 

Mr. BA YN:ES said he remembered reading in 
Rhakespeare about a person named Bottom, who 
had to pinch himself to find out who he was. 
As Bottom pinched himself to find out whether 
or not he had been a fluke, so the hon. member 
for Northern Downs pinched himself to assure 
himself that he had been in office. 

Mr. MILES thought that if the salary of the 
Curator of the :Museum was to be increased, the 
increase ought to he recommended by the ::\Iusenm 
Committee. If the Committee had made a re
commendation that the salary should be in
creased it would have been granted without a 
word. He sympathised with the Government, 
who were anxious to get on with business which 
was delayed through the talking of a lot of rot. 
All the discussion would have been saved if hon. 
members knew what the opinion of the l\1usenm 
Committee was. 

Mr. THO::\fPSON sairl the course which had 
been taken with regard to the vote was some
what unusual. The Minister, so far, had not 
been allowed to say a word; if he had, probably 
the whole of the discussion would have been 
saved. The :Museum Committee had recom· 
mended an increase of salary to Mr. Has well. 

::Yir. RJ<JA said that the hon. member for 
::Y1itchell had accused the hon. member for 
X orthern Downs of never reaching the stage of 
common-sense, but a suggestion which the hon. 
member had just made was about the only piece 
of common -sense he (Mr. Rea) harl heard of in 
the debate-that was the sug-gestion that the 
Curator should also fulfil the functions·of analvti
cal chemist. He did not know of any office 
approaching nearer to a sinecure than that of 
Curator of the Museum. \Vhat had the Curator 
to do which woulrl occupy his attention for 
more than one clay in the week? It was most 
important for scientific purposes that there 
should he an analytical chemist, and he trusted 
that the Government would adopt the suggestion 
of the hon. member for X orthern Downs. 

Mr. MESTON said that the hon. member 
(::Y1r. Rea} must have very little idea of the duties 
of the Curator, if he thought they could be 
attended to by one day's application in a week. 
He was quite sure that the Curator of even as 
small a l\Iusenm as that in Brisbane, must have 
enough work to occupy his time from :Monday 
morning to Saturday night. The suggestion 
that the Onrator should also act as an analytical 

chemist was simply preposterous. It would be 
utterly impossible to find a man possessing such 
a combination of knowledge as would enable 
him to successfully fulfil the duties of those 
two positions. Mr. Haswell did not profess to 
know anything "'bout analytical chemistry. He 
a<:knowledged the necessity for such an officer, 
and should like to know from the Minister by 
whom the Government analysing had been done 
since the services of Mr. Staiger had been dis
pensed with. 

The l\IINIST:ER FOR WORKS said if he 
were to judge from the amount of pressure 
brought to bear on the Ministry with regard to 
this vote, he thoug·ht too many representations 
had been made by the friends of the Curator to 
members of Parliament. The Curator had been 
in the colony a few months only, and the fact 
that such influence was brought to bear did not 
speak very well for his future career here. Every 
member who had spoken seemerl to have been 
very well briefed on behalf of the Curator
too much so if they were not very well prompted 
outside. He wished the Committee to fairly 
understand that, whatever representations were 
marle to induce the gentleman to come from 
Sydney to Brisbane, he was not so induced by 
representations mn.de by him (::Yir. Macrossan). 
He had no intention of appointing a Curator 
either during the pa"t or the present financial year; 
but representations were made to him by some 
of the ;\I nseum trustees that it would be 
absolutely necessary in the interests of the new 
building that some one should be appointer! to 
look after it. l\1r. Haswell was named as a 
young gentleman who would take the position at 
a small salary, as he had yet to win his prowe.@.\l 
in the departments of science. He consented 
under that pressure to promise that he would 
give £200 a-year, hut no more. \Vhateverrepre
sentations were made to Mr. Hn.swell beyond 
that he was not responsible for. He gave the 
trustees well to understand when l\1r. Haswell 
came here that they must not bring pressure on 
him to increase his salary, as they were now 
doing. ::Yir. Haswell was warned of the position 
he occupied, and was quite willing to accept the 
position at the salary named. The very men 
who induced him to come were the first to try to 
compel him (Mr. Macrossan} to increase the 
salary, but he refused to be taken advantage of 
in that way. He was quite willing to admit that 
if Mr. Haswell was worth anything- at all he was 
worth more than he received ; but under the cir
cumstances he (:\fr. l\Iacrossan}, to use a colonial 
phrase, would not be "had" by the trustees. 
\Vith regard to the new assistant, he was in
formed that that officer was appointed before the 
change took place. The appointment of assist
ants and me,sengers rested with the trustees, and 
what had become of the messenger who was at 
the old :Museum he did not know. 

Mr. l<'RASER said that any one listening to 
the unqualified praise bestowed on the young 
gentleman who occupied the position of Curator 
would think that they had amongst them not 
only a scientist who had gained his prowess, 
but a veritable H uxley. He had heard different 
accounts of the Curator to those which harl been 
previously given. He did not know the gentle
man, but he was told on what he helieved to be 
substantial authority, that in some of the depart
ments which came under his cognizance he was 
utterly ignorant. He was told that the Curator 
knew comparatively little about zoology-a most 
important department in a colony like this. 
He agreed with the Minister, that at such 
an early stage of the Curator's experience 
amongst them, and seeing that he had to make a 
ropntfttion for himself, it was hardly fair to press 
th<' < lo1·ernment for an increase of salary. The 
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:Yiinister was perfectly justified in the course 
which he hacl taken. if the Curator was a com
petent man the salary he received was no doubt 
very small ; but he had to show by experience 
th!"t he was competent. He thought it harclly 
fatr. ?f gentlemen who were willing to accept 
positions at very low salaries, when thev had 
just s.ettled in the saddle, to bring influe'nce to 
bear m order to have their salaries increased 
hefore the C+overnment had a fair opportunity 
of proving their capacity. · 

l\fr. HAMILTOX s>tid he could not congratu
late the Jl.iinister for \Y orks on the excellence of 
his taste, when he said that hon. members lmd 
been briefed in fanmr of the Curator. He was 
one of the first to rise to speak in favour of 
the Curator, and he objected to the :Ylinis
ter's accusation. He considereJ it was the duty 
of hon. members to ascert:J.in for them se! ves 
the qualifications of the various officers whose 
salaries they were aske<l to vote. He should just 
like to remind the 1\linister of the case which 
they ha<] previously discussed. Th<> :Minister 
last year acknowledged that there was not enough 
work for a certain officer, awl this vear he 
sai<l that the same officer's services ";ere not 
necessary ; yet he was quite prepared to vote 
.£700 to that officer, whilst he refused to give a 
scientific man more than labourer's wa"es. The 
opinion of every hon. m em her ou«ht \o be re
sp~cted by Ministers, and when th~y got up and 
satd what the~· thought of any public officer, they 
ought not to be told that they had been briefed. 
He had learnt what he hac! stated to-nig·ht in his 
position as a member of the i\luseum 'commit
tee. The hon. member for Bouth Brisbane said 
he had heard that M:·. Haswell was thoroughly 
ignorant of his dutieR u,:-; a zoolog·ist, but against 
that it might be noted th>tt Professor Huxlev, one 
of the first m~n in the scientific world, had ~tated 
that he was fit for any appointment connected 
with natural science. The Minister for \Vorks 
should have a fellow-feeling for this o·entleman. 
'When the hon. gentleman had a holid';;,y he spent 
his time in inspecting roads and public works 
and in the same way ::\Ir. Haswell, as a student 
of Nature, devotee! his hours of relaxation to 
viRiting the Rea-shore, inspecting :;ea s:hell.s and 
snails, and to other congenial pursuit,. His 
heart was in his work, as the heart of the i\Iinister 
for \Vorks was in his. ]<;very hon. member who 
had spoken with authority had given 1\lr. Has
well a high character, and whether briefed or 
not had stated facts which were indisputable. 

l\fr. RFTLEDGE said he thought the ::\finis
ter for \Vorks was not justified in expressing 
himself as he had, implying that hon. members 
who advocated an increase of salary to thh gentle
man had been canvassed, either by the gentleman 
himself or by his friends, to bring pressure to 
bear on the Government. As far as he was per
sonally concerned he repudiated the insinuation. 
His knowledge of this gentleman and his emolu
ments had been gained in the course of conver
sation with friends of his (Mr. Rutledg·e) \\·ho 
were deeply interested in the prosperity' of the 
Museum. He felt a certain amount of humilia
tion when he found that the head of the \Vorks 
Department could consent to appraise the ser
vices of a gentleman fit for that position at that 
small annual sum. 

Mr. O'RULLIV AN said the greatest rascals 
he had ever met had baskets-full of recommen
dations. People in that way often got into 
situations, and it was found' before they had 
been in them a week that they were not fit for 
their positions. It was matter of bad taste for gen
tlemen who were on the :Yluseum Committee to 
get up and speak on the subject at all. It 
showed that they were somewhat more interested 
in the subject than general fairplay woul<l 

warrant. He had in his possession a letter in 
which he was told that the committee was a job 
and that the affairs of the :\Iuseum would be 
hnrke<l. He certainly did not believe the state
ment that this gentleman, wbo came to the 
colony a few months ago at a salary of £200 
a-yem·, had been offered £GOO a-year elsewhere. 
That was not the general way of doing busi
ness, and it was not likely to be a fact. It 
lmd been stated, also, that in some depart
ments of the :.\Iusenm this gentleman was 
not competent ; and he took this opportunity 
of asking- the members of the committee not tu 
close their la hours now, as there would be more 
evidence coming forward to prove that :Yir. Has
well in some departments was not competent. 
Home of the best taxidermists in Australia, in
clucling ::\Ir. James<m, of Ipswich, h<vl applied 
for employment and been refused; and this 
gentleman appeared to emvloy none but his 
own friends in the JI.Iuseum. Whatever this 
gentleman lacked was made up by the puffing he 
received in this House. The gentleman knew 
that he was to get only £200 a-year, and it was 
too soon to bring outside pressure to bear on the 
Government to obtain him an increase. If that 
salary was not enough, he could go ba~k to New 
Bouth \V ales and could be very well replaced 
here. He was told by parties able to judge that 
the superiors of this gentleman were here 
already. :For those reasons he was highly 
pleased with the stand which the Minister for 
\Vorks had taken in refusing to snlm1it to pres
sure. Such pressure ought to do Civil serva,ntH 
more harm than good. He was now saying 
merelv what he had heard outsi<le the House. 
He did not know the gentleman at all ; he might 
be the best man )n the colony ; but there were 
two sides to every question, and he was giving 
the other side. 

The MIXISTER J<'OR LAXDS said it was 
a great misfortune for this g-entleman that hi" 
name should be dragge<l across the floor of the 
House. If this gentleman really possessecl 
superior qualifications, they would be discovered 
without the necessity for any special communi
cation. It certainly appeared as though some of 
the hon. member8 who had spoken hac! been 
acting on imtructions-they did not pick up 
their information by intuition. He did not 
know the gentleman, hut he hac! heard an excel
lent account of him, and he had no doubt that 
so many virtues and merits would be discovered 
in time. He was not forced to come to the 
colony, and when hon. m em hers said that he had 
come at a salary of £200, though offered £600 
elsewhere, he (Mr. Perkins) thought the hon. 
members must have been led astray. It had 
been very wisely pointed out that the trustees of 
the Museum should know best whether this 
officer was entitled to an increase or not. He 
cli<l not believe in spoon-feeding Civil servants
they might be allowed to paddle their own canoe 
a little, and the good ones would very soon be 
found out. \Vhen he saw five or six members 
getting up and praising a Civil servant he began 
to think there must be something crooked. 

Mr. HAMILTON : That's very uncomplimen
tary to the members. 

The M:IXISTER FOR LANDS said he did 
not intend to be complimentary. He believed 
in paying a good man and getting good servants, 
and he believed there were men, if they could 
only be secured, who were equal to two or three 
now drawing pay from the State. This gentle
man was an utter stranger to him, and he had not 
yet learnt sufficient about him to be able to say 
whether he had any speciality for the duties. 
He hoped the Committee would proceed to more 
important business and leave this matter in the 
hands of the trustees of the Museum and the 
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Minister for 'Vorks ; and they might rely upon 
it that if the gentleman in question pos~essed 
merits ample justice would be done to him. 

Mr. NOR TON said it was a very great pity 
that so much had been said in praise of this 
gentleman. He had no personal acquaintance 
with him, but he had •een letters in which he 
was very strongly recommended. He should, 
however, be Yery sorry on that account to urge 
upon the Minister the desirability of increasing 
his salary. As the gentleman had been in the 
colony so short a time it would be better to allow 
time to see what he was. It was all very well to 
say a few words in a man's praise, but it was 
better to leave the matter alone un]egs well 
acquainted with the gentleman's quaJifications. 
He could not help thinking that some of the hon. 
members who had spoken could only have ob
tained their knowledge by hearsay, and he did 
not wonder at the Minister for \Vorks getting 
rather sick of it when he heard such speeches as 
that of the hon. member (Mr. Rutledge). It was 
the greatest mistake in the worlrl to overdo the 
thing as the hon. member had done. Seven or 
eight members had got up one after another to 
speak in the gentleman's favour, and most of 
~hen: could scarcely have had an opportunity of 
JUdgmg whether he deserved the praise they 
lavished upon him. It would be better to give the 
trustees and the Minister time to judge for them
selves of this gentleman's merits. 

Mr. HA:\IILTON said the Minister for Lands 
had stated that he did not intend to be compli
mentary. Re {Mr. Hamilton) did not intend 
to be so either. Re considered it was very im
pertinent for a Minister to presume to dictate to 
any hon. member what expressions of opinions 
he should use. The subject was open for dis
cussion, and all hon. members were equal in the 
House, and equally entitlecl to express their 
opinion. Moreover, the hon. gentleman seemed 
to think that the fact that a number of members 
enunciating the same opinion was a reason why 
their opinions were not entitled to respect. The 
hon. member (Mr. O'Sullivan) said that nobody 
could get employment in the Museum except 
friends of Mr. Haswell; but that was absurd, 
because that gentleman was not the employer. 
All who were employed were engaged by the 
trustees. If the hon. member expected his own 
opinions to be respected he should respect those 
of others. He (Mr. Hamilton) had good reason 
for what he had said. The hon. member finished 
by saying it was bad taste to act in this manner. 
With regard to that they were quite capable of 
judging for themselves. 

Mr. REA said that even if Professor Ruxley 
himself had made the same bargn,in with the 
Government that Mr. Raswell did, it would be 
disgraceful for him to want to break his bargain 
by asking for an increase of salary. 

Mr. RUTLEDGE said he had no desire to he 
lectured by the hon. member for Port Curtis as 
to his concluct in supporting an increase in the 
Uurator's salary. Re hacl lavished no praise on 
that gentleman, whom he did not know, and 
whom he had not, to his knowledge, seen. ..What 
he said was that Mr. Raswell was doing the 
highest kind of intellectual work at labourer's 
wages, and he spoke from that point of view 
only. It seemecl strange that hon. members 
might say all sorts of hard things about Civil 
servants without objection, and yet the moment 
a word was said likely to put a man in a more 
favourable light, they were told that they held 
briefs on behalf of the person so spoken of. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said the statement of the 
Minister for \Vorks was quite explicit, and he 
took no exception to the grounds on which he 
had acted in connection with the appointment of 

the Curator. As so much had been said, it was 
desirable that the Committee should know ex
actly what the trustees had recommended, and 
he would read the following paragraph from their 
report referring to the matter :-
''The Trustees have been extremely fortunate in securing 

in this all-important post the services of' a gentleman 
(::.\Ir."\V. A. Has\vell, :M.A., B.Sc., ofl~dinburgh)inevery\vay 
competent to fulfil the duties appertaining to a position 
upon which the entire future success of the institution 
undoubtedly depends, and under whose care it is con~ 
fidently believed the interests and the objects of the 
1\insenm will be successfully a.dvanced. rl'he provision 
made for the remuneration of this officer-viz., ,£200 
per annum-being, as is obvious, of but a mere tem
porary character to 1neet the occasion, requires now to 
be placed on a more satisfactory footing, and it is hoped 
that the Government w1ll recognise the necessity of 
remedying this palp:.tble incongruity by providing a. 
salary consistent with the importance of the office and 
adequate to the acquirements of the holder thereof.'' 

He {Mr. Douglas) was one of the trustees, but 
was sorry to say he had not attended many of 
the meetings. 

The MINISTJ<JR FOR WORKS: Were you 
at the meeting when that report was atlopted ~ 

Mr. DOUGLAS said he thought not. He diu 
not object to the position of strict economy which 
the ::\Iinister for \Vorks had taken np, but the 
.£200 a-year he agreed to pay was not in reality 
contem pia ted as being the fixed salary of a per
manent Curator. If the trustees had publicly 
notified that they required the services of a Cura
tor for the Museum they would have had to offer 
a salary of at least £500 or £600 a-year in order 
to obtain the services of a high-class man. The 
trustees, hearing of JYir. Raswell, were prepared 
to take him upon trial, and did not look upon 
him at first as Curator. It had since appeared 
that Mr. Raswell was a gentleman capable of 
discharging the duties of the office permanently. 
There could be no objection to the bargain that 
had been struck between the trustees and the 
Curator, and the latter had no claim further than 
that which he had accepted. On the other hand, 
if the Curator was really a superior man he 
ought to be placecl in a suitable position. He de
sired his remarks to refer rather to the office 
than to the man, and the Curator of the Museum 
should be a man to whom credit would attach 
as the representative of the colony in all matterH 
scientific. It might he admitted that Mr. Has
well was too young for that position ; all that 
he (Mr. Douglas) contended for was that the 
Government should look forward to making 
sufficient provision for the office of Curator. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said there 
was a tale connected with the report of the 
trustees which was not highly creditable. The 
report was placed in his hands two or three 
weeks ago, with the names of the trustees, of 
whom he was one, attached. On reading the 
report he saw the paragraph recommending the 
Curator for increase of salary, and took no excep
tion to it, believing that the trustees had a perfect 
right to express their opinion on the subject. 
But on coming to the end he found his own 
name attached to the report, and he had never 
given his sanction to it. The name of another 
member of the Government was also attached, and 
on inquiring he found it had been appended 
without that gentleman's sanction ; and the 
same was the case with another trustee of whom 
he had inquired on the matter. And now the 
hon. gentleman (Mr. Douglas) told him that he, 
too, was a trustee, but was not present at the 
meeting at which the report was adopted. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said he must correct the hon. 
gentleman. He was not present at the meeting 
at which the report was considered, but he was 
present at the meeting when it was finally 
adopted. 
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The MINISTER FOR WORKfl said it struck 
him as strange that his name and the names of 
other trustees should be appenJed to a report 
recommending themselves to increase the Cura
tor's salary. The bargain he made was full 
and explicit, and there was a fair unden;tanding 
between him and the trustees, and yet ::\Ir. Has
well had not been in the colony two months 
before pressure was brought to bear to increase 
his salary, and he (the Minister for \Vorks) re
fused to do so until it was proved to the satisfac
tion of the trustees and the people of the colony 
that Mr. Has well was capable of performing the 
Juties properly. Gentlemen capable of judging 
had spoken very highly of the Curator's abilities, 
but that was not sufficient without the further 
proof of which he had just spoken. He objected 
to the report, and refused to lay it on the table 
until his name was struck off, and the conse
quence was that the report came up with simply 
the chairman's name attached. 

Mr. KORTON said he had no intention of 
imputing to the hon. member (Mr. Rutledge) 
that he held a brief for the Curator ; but he held 
that hon. members ought not to be so lavish in 
their praise unless they were justified in doing 
so from their own knowledge of the facts. The 
hon. member (:VIr. O'Sullivan) complainerl that 
in some departments the Curator was not well 
up. How could such a thing be expected-it 
would not be found in one museum out of fifty. 

Mr. MESTON said that as chainnan of the 
Museum Select Committee he intended to smy 
as little as possible about the item under 
discussion ; but he might say that those who 
spoke in favour of the Curator could afford to 
laugh at the insinuation that they came here at 
the instigation of the Curator and his friends. 
Mr. Haswell had no doubt a great deal to learn, 
particularly with respect to the classification of 
Australian birds and insects ; but he was quite 
satisfied that the man from whom Mr. Haswell's 
testimonials came would not have signed them 
unless they were perfectly convinced that the 
recipient was possessed of the qualifications with 
which he was credited. Hon. members need be 
under no apprehension that the inquiry was 
going to be closed. He hoped to have the report 
on the table dm-ing next week, and he believed 
the report would justify the inquiry, and show 
that it had not been a waste of time. The in
quiry would have ended before now hut for the 
difficulty he had fonnd in getting together a 
quorum of members. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN said he was glad to hear 
that the inquiry was not going to be closed, as 
he believed there was some rather important 
evidence to he given. With regard to the 
trustees' report, he should like to know who 
wrote it, who printed it, and how it found its 
way into the House, when it had been repudiated 
by four or five of the trustees whose names had 
been appended to it without their sanction? The 
Curator must be a very young man or he would 
have avoided raising a debate of that kind, 
which would do him no good in the long run. 
It had been stated there that night that before 
Mr. Haswell was two months in the colony he 
tried to bring pressure to bear to have his salary 
raised. As to what had been said about the 
disgrace of paying him only labourer's wages, the 
colony was not after all so wealthy, and if they 
could get a good curator at labourer's wages he 
did not see why they should not do so. To him 
there was something very suspicious about the 
whole thing, as he knew old colonists, men who 
had a good share of brains, who had never 
pushed themselves forward, and no attempt had 
ever been made to increase their salaries, and 
yet this young raw bird, who had just come up 
from New South Wales, wanted after being two 

months here to have his salary increased. To 
his knowledge :VIr. Haswell made several appli
cations for the position, and he (:Mr. O'Sullivan) 
believed he would have taken it at £100 if that 
was offered to him. 

}Ir. ST.EVEXS said he was quite certain that 
what had been said by the ::\Iinister for "\Vorks 
was true-that to ventilate the supposed griev
ances of a Civil servant was to injure his pros
pects in the future. 

Mr. THO::\IPSOJ\ sn,id tlmt Mr. Haswell was 
a personal friend of his, and he must say that 
he thought it was an unfortunate thing for that 
gentleman that his name had been so pronli
nently brought forward and that the debate 
should have taken such a personal turn. The 
question was whether their scientific depart
ments were to be warped-whether they were so 
badly off that they could not afford more than 
£200 a-year for a Curator of the Museum. In 
other colonies the curatorship cost thf'usands
for instance, in K ew Zealand Dr. Hector re
ceived £1,000 a-year, and had others under him. 
He regretted the discussion harl taken such an 
unfortunl1te turn, but it might have arisen from 
the fact that JVIr. Haswell was an exceptionally 
moclegt man. He (Mr. Thompson) harl found 
him to be so, but on getting into conversation 
with him on a subject of which he himself knew 
something-namely, natural history-he found 
out what he was worth. 

Question put and passed. 
On the question that the sum of £6,765 be 

voted for Salaries and Contingencies in connec
tion with the general establishment, &c., of 
"Raihvays "-

:M:r. THORN said that when he had lately 
called the attention of the ::\Iinister for "\V orks to 
the alteration in the time-table between Bris
bane and Roma he was told that the people were 
satisfied with it, but on the following day the 
l\iayor of Roma waited on him and told him 
that the people there were not at all satisfied 
with having trains only three times a-week, and 
people in Brisbane had also expressed their dis
satisfaction with the new arrangement. He 
trusted, therefore, the Minister for \Yorks 
would go back to the old system and have 
at least one train a-day. There was another 
thing he would mention. He was at the 
railway stn,tion when the train came in at 
11 o'clock that day, and a more dejected lot of 
passengers he never saw ; most of them had the 
appearance of having been on a spree, and one, 
who ><'as a doctor living at Homa, complained 
Yery much of the discomfort. That was owing 
to the want of proper sleeping-cars and the 
absence of any proper places for washing along 
the road, and he really wondered why the 
Minister for "\Vorks had not a Pullman cn,r on 
the line for these night trains. He was informed, 
also, that there was only one first-class carriage 
from Roma last night, and that there were very 
few passengers. The hon. member for l'viaranoa 
was a passenger, and he should like to know 
what the hon. member's opinion was of the first 
experiment of the night train. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY asked what 
was the nn,me of the doctor alluded to by the hon. 
member? 

:VIr. THORN said it was the name of a gentle
man not at all unknown to the hon. member. 

The COLOXIAL SECRETARY said he 
conld supply thename-itwas Dr. Webb. That 
gentleman was in his office, and said that the 
new arrangement was a very great improvement 
on the old system, and so far from looking· seedy 
Dr. "\V ebb looked as fresh as paint. So much fo!' 
the hon. member's st~ttement. 
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Mr. LALOR said he considered the change 
a great improvement-in fact, it was a luxury to 
travel now compared with what it was under 
the old system. As to its being impossible to 
Hleep, he slept very comfortably last night. 
\Vith regard to the number of persons travel
ling, he had never seen so many before. 

::\Ir. THORN said it was a fact that the 
people were not comfortable, and complained 
very much. 1'\o doubt Dr. Webb looked fresh 
when he called on the Colonial Secretary, and 
made himself look spruce for the occasion. 
However, as he had said, the Mayor of Roma 
was not satisfied with the present mail communi
cation between Brisbane and Roma. 

Mr. LALOR said that where the shoe pinched 
the hon. member was, in his having to get up at 
7 in the mon1ing. 

Mr. THORN asked if the Government in
tended to stick to the new arrangement of having 
only three trains a-week to Homa-were the 
people in the South to have mail communication 
with Roma only three times a-week whilst 
people in the North had a daily mail ? He be
lieved the hon. Minister for W arks tried to do 
"" much as he could to accommodate the people, 
but in the present instance the hon. gentleman 
had been led astray in the time-table he had 
adopted. He {Mr. Thorn) found that it took 
goods trains forty-two hours to go from Brish1<ne 
to Roma, a distance of 300 miles, whilst bgtween 
the capitals of New South Wales and Victoria, 
:> distance of 600 miles, passengers were conveyed 
in eighteen or nineteen hours, which time would 
be reduced when the link was finished. He 
hoped out of justice to the people in the 
South the present time-table would he altered. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said that he 
had consulted the Mayor of Roma when he was 
there, and also since then ; and that gentleman 
told him that he and the people of Homa would 
be satisfied with three trains a-week if they got 
their mails daily, and that they would get ; so 
that it was useless for the hon. member to try 
and mislead the Committee. The hon. member 
also said there was only one carriage, whereas 
there were two first-class carriages. By-and-bye, 
no doubt, there would be better accommodation, 
and a Pulman car had been sent for; but they 
could not do all things at once. He could 
assure the hon. member he should do the very 
best he could for the people of the southern 
part of the colony, as well as for those 
in the North. His reputation was concerned. 
Th<' people of Roma were quite satisfied with 
this arrangement, and would rather travel at 
night than start at 3 o'clock in the morning and 
arrive in Brisbane at midnight. He knew very 
well what made the hon. gentleman so anxious ; 
it was because the new arrangements made him 
get up a little earlier in the morning if he wanted 
to catch the train, and the hon. gentleman would 
like the whole of the people along the line to be 
inconvenienced rather than he should be disturbed 
in his bed. 

:Mr. THORN said this was not so ; he had 
always considered the night train was much 
better than the day train. All he wanted to see 
was daily communication between the metropolis 
and Roma. 

Mr. DICKSON said the time-table made pro
vision for passenger trains only for three days 
a-week; but they now learned from the Min
.ister for \Vorks that the mails would be trans
mitted daily. It would be very advantageous 
if, in addition to this, arrangements were made 
for daily passenger traffic. It was a remarkable 
commentary upon the great railway professions 
of the present Government that this state of 
things should happen. The Government had 
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boasted that they were extending their lines into 
the interior towards the setting sun in order to 
provide for close settlement, and now it was 
found that the more the lines were pushed into 
the interior the less was the necessity for passenger 
accommodation. If this was to be the result of the 
construction of the Carpentaria line it was high 
time to discontinue railway construction alto
gether. It was the duty of the Government to 
see that one train daily connected the great 
centres of population with the sea-coast. The 
time-table itself was a secondary matter com
pared with the arrangement by which one train 
per diem should connect these two extremes. He 
should be glad to hear from the Minister for 
\Vorks what the intention of the Government 
was with regard to the extension of the line west
ward from Roma. The tenders which were in
vited some six months ago had not yet been ac
cepted, and while these estimates were before 
the Committee it would be appropriate to ask 
what the Government intended to do. Would 
the Government accept tenders for construction 
from loan, or stop their construction altogether 
westward from Roma until further steps had 
been taken in connection with the Preliminary 
Railway Companies Bill? He hoped that, having 
obtained provision from loan, the Government 
would now proceed with all expedition and ex
tend the line to the end of the first section, as 
arranged some time ago. 

Mr. THORN: Does the Minister for 'Vorks 
intend to say that daily communication takes 
place between Brisbane and the head of the 
line? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have said 
so before. 

Mr. THORN said that if this was really done 
there was no reason why the time-table should 
not be amended and a passenger car put on. In 
New South Wales the trains went out once in 
twelve hours; in Queensland they should go out 
once in twenty-four hours, and not once in forty
eight hours, as was the case on the Southern and 
Western line. 

Mr. MOREHEAD hoped the Minister for 
W arks would stick to hi~ position, and only run 
three trains per week to Roma. That number 
was quite sufficient to do the work, and why 
should they be taxed because the hon. member 
lived on the line, and would like to have his 
personal convenience studied ? 

Mr. LOW said it was very easy to show from 
facts that there could be no excuse for running 
more trains than were at present on the time
table. If the trains were run, the Government 
would be doing the foolish business of running 
them for nothing. 

Mr. MILES said he did not think any man of 
business capacity would run more trains than 
were sufficient to meet the requirements of the 
public. If there were no passengers to travel, 
he hoped the Minister for W arks would not rnn 
extra trains. The hon. gentleman had stated 
that the average was one passenger and a-half 
per day ; and that being so, he hoped he would 
not allow himself to be forced into running a 
train every day. At the same time, it spoke 
very badly indeed for the settlement of the colony 
that the further the rail ways were extended 
west the less was the traffic. It was really a 
deplorable state of things, and every member 
should seriously consider it. Until recently they 
had had a through train daily ; now three times 
a-week were found to be sufficient. These facts 
were stubborn things ; and if the three trains 
were sufficient, he sincerely trusted that the 
Minister for W arks would not think of running 
more merely for the sake of saying that a 
through train was run every day. 
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Mr. LALOR said he was well acquainted with 
the line and its requirements, and he could 
inform the Committee that on many occasions 
he had been the only first-class passenger from 
Dalby to Roma, while the other passengers in 
the second-class carriages were employes en
gaged on the line. In his opinion it would be 
absurd to run a through train every day_ 

Mr. MACF ARLANE said no doubt three 
trll.ins per week were sufficient to carry all the 
passengers at present travelling between Roma 
and Brisbane. A very great numher of com
plaints, however, had been made with reference 
to the small number of trains running between 
Ipswich and Brisbane. The trains· ran so 
far apart as to time that men going to 
Brisbane from Ipswich had to lose !the whole 
day in consequence of the time wasted between 
the running of the trains. One train a-day 
extra between the two places would not cost much, 
and would accommodate a great many people 
who were much put about at the present time. 
Unless a person in Brisbane now left at 6 o'clock 
in the morning he could catch no train that 
would enable him to do a satisfactory day's 
business at Ipswich. · 

Mr. LOW said that the outcry about the in
convenience of the present time-table was he 
believed quite unwarranted. 

Mr. THORN was understood to say that 
there was a large amount of traffic from im
portant country districts into Chinchilla, Miles, 
and Y eulba. He did not say there was a large 
amount of traffic every day, but on Fridays and 
Saturdays there was, between Homa and Dalby, 
and this time-table would effectually put a stop 
to the custom which had grown up of people 
travelling to Dalby on those days. 

Mr. KELLETT said the time-table was a 
move in the right direction ; and whoever had 
instigated the reform he hoped would go a little 
further and make some great alterations in the 
goods department. All the people who had been 
doing business with this railway had been for 
some time crying out against the anomalies and 
absurd rates charged for goods of all descriptions. 
So much was that last year the case that a great 
quantity of goods went by drays alongside the 
railway, and succeJBsfully competed with it ; and 
a gentleman told him that he had engaged drays 
at Dalby to take goods out beyond Roma at 
a saving as compared with what they could 
be carried by the railway. If these railways 
were to be run as ornaments it was no use going 
on any further with railway construction. It 
was well known that the goods rates were most 
puzzling. It would take a very clever lawyer to 
understand the tariff of goods, and he believed 
there were very few men even belonging to the 
Railway Department who understood it. He had 
noticed when he asked men employed on the line 
at what rate certain goods would be charged 
that it took them about a quarter of an hour to 
study the goods rates. He did not know who 
was responsible for this condition of affairs, 
but he would give one instance to show that 
there was something wrong in the traffic depart
ment. He had in his hand the list of rates 
charged for wool on the railway ;-he did 
not know how it had been got at, or for 
what reasons ; but he found that from \V ar
wick, which was 166 miles to Brisbane, wool 
was carried at a little more than Gbd. per 
ton per mile ; from Roma, which V: as 317 
miles, it was charged at 7 d. per ton per mile. 
He could not see how anyone could show it was 
right to charge more in proportion per ton per 
mile for goods carried double the distance. He 
always understood the principle to be-the longer 
the journey, whether by land or sea, the less in 
prOj)Ol'tion the charge for carriag-e, Thi~ 

anomaly existed all through the table, and 
another very extraordinary one was that in 
getting wool down from Roma to Ipswich, where 
there was a woollen factory, the cheapest process 
was to send the wool twenty-five miles further to 
Brisbane, put the department to the expense of 
unloading it and storing, and then sending it the 
twenty-five miles back again. By doing this 
they could save 17s. 1d. per ton. If the bright 
genius in the Railway Department that invented 
this idea was fit to occupy his position 24 hours 
longer, he would leave it to the House to explain 
why. He could tell them for a fact that for the 
carriage of wool they had to pay £9 5s. per ton 
from Homa to Brisbane, whilst the cost from Roma 
to Ipswich-23 miles less-was £10 19s. 9d. The 
Commissioner for Railways had been in the de
partment almost from the first starting of rail
ways, and if after all his experience he had not 
learned any better way of fixing the rates, it 
must be evident to the Committee that the sooner 
they got a better man in his place the better 
would it be for the country. He knew that 
different Ministers had been afraid to tackle tlw 
question of adjusting the railway rates because of 
the uncertainty of their tenure of office, but the 
permanent heads of the department ought to find 
means to make alterations for the better, or give 
place to men who could do so. If a junior clerk 
who had been in the department six month" 
could not make out a better time-table than that 
which he had in his hands he ought to be dis
missed. He knew that the existing anomalies had 
been pointed out to the heads of the department 
from time to time. The Commissioner himself 
must know that the rates were absurd ; and thP 
only way in which he(Mr. Kellett) could account 
for their being adhered to was that the Com
missioner was afraid to alter them, because if he 
did it would be patent to everybody what dam
age had heen done to the department for years 
past. He was satisfied that unless some vital 
change was made the railways would not pay 
for many years to come. If the railways were 
put into the hands of private companies-am! 
he wished that they were-they would soon see 
whether they would pay or not. He was satis
fied that they would pay, and pay well, but there 
was no hope of that when they saw goods going 
up and down by road day after day instead of by 
rail-which fact seemed to him to be the best 
proof that the railways were not managed 
properly. ·when the railways were constructecl 
it was anticipated that the carriage of stock 
would have been one of the great sources of 
revenue, but he could state from his own 
knowledge that two-thirds of the sheep slaugh
tered in Brisbane during the last twelve 
months hac! been broug-ht down by road. As 
they extended the railways into the interior the 
more would it be necessary for them to lower the 
rates for stock if they wished to secure the 
traffic. He should like to hear some explana
tion from the ~iinister respecting the anoma
lies which he had pointed out. 

Mr. LO\V said he could endorse the statements 
which had been made hy the hon. member (:Mr. 
Kellett). He knew that to take goods from Too
woomba to Rt. George by dray it cost £7 10s less 
than it did to take goods from Toowoomba to the 
same place by rail. Th<>re must be som<>thing 
radically wrong or there could not be such !tn 
enormous differ<>nce. 'l'he sooner some altera
tion was made such as to secure the tra.ffic 
for the railways the better. 

Mr. l\HLER (a portion of whose speech was 
inaudible in the gallery) said he was quite pre
pared to take some responsibility in connection 
with the rates between \Varwick and Brisbane, 
and between Ipswich and stations westward. 
They had to compete with river hoats the ownels 
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of which were threatening to do this and to do 
that, and he took the 1·esponsibility of increasing 
the rates from the intermediate stations to Ips
wich whilst lowering them through to Brisbane. 
If there was blame attachable to anyone for that 
change it was attachable to him, and not to the 
Commissioner for Railways. He gloried in what 
he had done, and he would do it again if he had 
a chance. People who used the railways should 
pay something like a fair equivalent for the 
privilege. It was all very well to say that 
carriers could take goods by road at lower rates 
than were charged by the Railway Department. 
They all knew that at certain seasons of the year 
farmers who had nothing to do with their teams 
were only too glad to put them on the roads, and 
they could afford to carry at low rates. It was 
absurd to say that the Minister should be con
tinually changing the rail way rates so as to 
check that competition. An important con
sideration was the improved facilities afforded by 
railways for getting produce to market, and of 
receiving goods from the seaport-surely that 
was worth something extra. He could remember 
the time when his teams used to be six months 
on the road. On one occasion he was taking 
up some immigrants on his drays, and owing to 
the bad state of the country they were delayed 
such a length of time that the whole of the pro
visiom on the drays Were consumed before they 
reached the end of their journey. Contrast such 
a state of things with what existed now, when a 
man could get goods at Roma within forty
eight hours ! Before railways were made store
keepers who bought goods on four months' 
bills often found the bills matured before they 
had received the goods. Taking into considera
tion all these advantages, his candid opinion 
was that if the present rates were not too 
low they were low enough, and he believed 
that the Minister for 'Works would think twice 
before he made any reduction. He would not 
give the slightest facilities for the maintenance of 
roads alongside railways. The railways were 
made for the people and they ought to use them. 
The Government ought to advise divisional 
boards not to make roads alongside railways, 
and ought not to subsidise them for any such 
work if they did it. 

Mr. LO\V said that when theN ew South Wales 
Government brought their railway to the border 
of that colony, which would be soon, the 
Queensland Government would be compelled 
to lower the rates whether they liked it or not. 

Mr. MORE HEAD said he had listened with 
a great deal of interest to what had fallen from 
the hon. member for Darling Downs, who had 
told them that he accepted a responsibility 
which he (Mr. Morehcad) fancied no one would 
cast on him. It was all very well for the hon. 
member to say that he was responsible for so
and-so; let him be responsible for what he did 
when he was in office-he believed that they 
would always have to refer to the hon. member's 
ministerial career in the past tense. He was not 
going to deal with what had been, but with what 
waR. :Every word which had fallen from the 
hon. member (::Yir. Kellett) was perfectly true. 
The hon. member for Darling Downs had said 
that it was not the duty of the State to keep in 
order roads to compete with railways, and he 
also sugge,ted that the divisional boards should 
be advised not to keep in order the roads 
running along railways. He presumed that the 
divisional boards would attend to such matters 
in the way they thought best without accepting 
advice from the Government or the Director
General of Hail way W arks throughout the colony, 
which was the position that the hon. member for 
Darling Downs had assumed. He would refer 
te the railway rates, and he pro1Josed to make 

what he thought would be a wonderful exhibi
tion. Hon. members had heard of the Athana
sian Creed : well, he would make the railway 
rates sheet, 1 ; the Minister for Works, 2 ; and 
the Commissioner for Railways, 3. These were 
three incomprehensibles, yet only one incom
prehensible. He would direct attention to the 
way in which the goods classification was di
vided. The question was not a new one, as it 
had been brought under the notice of every 
Ministry since they had had railways in the 
colony. He believed that at one time they had 
a very able but tyrannical traffic manager who 
formulated these subdivisions. There were three 
subdivisions, the first of which he would refer 
to further on. What did hon. members think 
the second class was ?-he was sure no hon. mem
ber could answer him. 

Mr. MILES : Y on are one of the second class. 
Mr. MOREHEAD said probably he was. 

The hon. member was quite right, the 2nd class 
being "goods in general not otherwise classi
fied." The 3rd class was defined, and under it 
he found corks and bungs were carried. Feathers 
were in the same category, and were carried at 
the same rates as marble. That was one of the 
bright classifications endorsed by the Minister, 
if not made by him. Then he found that wool 
in pockets came under the 3rd class, whilst wool 
in bale was dealt with in a different way. Why 
there should be a difference he could not see. 
Then he found that sponges were carried under 
the 3rd class-they could find some of those on , 
the other side of the House. He also found in 
the 3rd class, which included feathers, iron safes 
and slate slabs for billiard tables, respecting 
which the hon. member for Darling Downs was 
doubtless an authority. He also found in the 
same class "millinery in case "-perhaps the 
hon. member for Northern Downs knew some
thing about that. He was astonished to find 
quicksilver carried in the same class, con
sidering that it was one of the heaviest 
of articles, whilst being about the easiest of 
carriage. Ginger wine also appeared in the 
third class. Perhaps the hon. member for Ip
swich (Mr. Macfarlane) was gratified at that, 
although he would probably be sorry to hear that 
empty bottles were carried first-class. Common 
oil was carried third-class, whilst other oils were 
carried in the second and third classes. He 
merely brought these things forward to show 
how disgracefully the Railway Department was 
managed. He used the word disgracefully ad
visedly-he did it with sufficient knowledge of 
the way in which the department had been and 
was being manajed. He recollected some time 
ago he went to the Minister for W arks to point 
out to him that it was unfair to charge the same 
rate on greasy as on washed wool. The answer 
he got from the Minister was that he had con
sulted the Commissioner, and the reason given 
why the rates were made equal was that it would 
induce wool-growers to wash their wool, and thus 
employ labour, which would be a very good 
thing. If every grower washed his wool the 
effect would be that the department would lose 
half its revenue if the rates remained the same, 
and they would have to carry the same bulk. 
He then expressed the opinion that it was the 
action of a truly paternal Government to pre
sume to interfere with the management of a 
man's private concerns; and also pointed out 
that the arrangement was one that told not 
against the rich man but against the poor man, 
because the latter could not afford to wash his 
wool. In dealing with a man who could bring 
forward such an argument as that it was useless 
to argue or talk or attempt to make him see the 
difference between sponges and iron tanks ; he 
had not gr!l.S1J of intellect enough to see it, He 
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had no wish to make any charge against the 
presPnt Minister for 'Vorks, because the system 
which that hon. gentleman had fallen into had 
been adopted by his predecesBors; but he con
tended that any man of common-sense who con
eidered the tariff classification would see that 
there was something very wrong indeed about 
it. Where did the fault lie ? If the system 
were successively adopted by each Minister, the 
fault could not belong to the Minister, and it 
must "I?e ~he Commissioner who was primarily 
and prmClpally to blame for the way in which 
the traffic was m'smanaged. It was all very 
well for hon. members to say that roads should 
not be kept in order, so that traffic might be 
diverted to the railway; but he knew from his 
own knowledge that wool had gone into Too
woomba which would have gone into Yeulba, 
on account of the excessive rates charged under 
the existing tariff. He held that the blame 
lay chiefly with the Commissioner, who was 
the means through which one of the best men 
ever engaged on the Queensland railways-Mr. 
Statham Lowe-left the service of the colony. 

Mr. MILES : I deny it. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said the hon. member was 
not a Minister, and he did l}Ot believe he ever 
would be, unless it were a minister of the Gospel. 
He believed the hon. member had been going 
lower and lower, and he might come to that. 
While he hoped that the hon. member was not 
going to sink into such a degraded position, he 
must say. t~at the hon. member was not likely to 
be a Mm1ster of the Crown, though he might 
become a minister of the half-crown. The 
difference between the one and the other seemed 
to him to be the difference between a Minister of 
the Crown and a minister of the Gospel in 
this colony. The system of dividing the 
goods into first, second, and third class was 
monstrous and would not hold water. He 
had with others upon one occasion waited upon 
the present Speaker, when that gentleman was 
Minister for Works, and pointed out the exist
ence of these anomalies. The hon. gentleman 
admitted their existence, and had he remained 
in power no doubt they would have been re
moved, but since that time nothing had been 
done. To show how utterly absurd and mon
strous the tariff was, he might mention that 
although no distinction was made between 
greasy and washed wool, an allowance of 10 per 
cent. was made when wool was dumped. It was 
at once admitted in that case that where an 
increase of weight was obtained without an 
increase in bulk some concessiol}. should be made. 
In that case also the rich man Benefited, because 
the poor man was not so well able to dump his 
wool. He did not wish, however, to deal with 
the question on that basis, and he had only 
made reference to that view in order to 
show how fallacious the argument used by the 
Commissioner of Railways was. His business 
was simply to get as much traffic as possible, and 
he would probably find that if his theory was 
carried out, and all wool washed on the station a 
great deficit in the railway revenue wo~ld 
result. He (Mr. Morehead) would also point out 
that the present rail way returns showing an 
appar~mtly increased revenue were really utterly 
fallamous. As the hon. member (Mr. Miles) had 
stated, wool travelled down very much faster 
than was formerly the case. For that reason the 
railway revenue was very much swelled for a 
few months; but if the returns were spread over 
a longer period it would be found that there was 
no actual increase. The railway having pene
trated further into the interior the wool had 
come down quicker, but next quarter a great 
falling off in the returns would be found. The 
Minister for Works should give very careful 

attention to the facts which had been brought 
before him by the hon. member (Mr. Kellett) 
and by himself (Mr. Morehead). The hon. 
gentleman had now a powerful majority to 
support him, and no better opportunity could 
be looked forward for adjusting the injustices 
which existed under the present tariff. The hon. 
gentleman had that opportunity, but he (Mr. 
Morehead) believed the hon. gentleman was 
trammelled and weighed to the ground by the 
same drag which had weighed upon every Minis
ter since Mr. Herbert had been Commissioner 
for Railways. It was perhaps a hard thing to 
say, hut Mr. Herbert had been a drag upon 
the proper railway management in this colony. 

Me. MILES : Why do you say that? 
Mr. MOREHEAD said he Haid so because 

it was the truth. It might be unpalatable 
to the hon. member because he did not in
dulge in it much himself. However unpalatable 
it might be, he must state that so long as Mr. 
Herbert remained in his position, so long would 
the railways be mismanaged, and so long would 
there be complaints time after time to deal with. 
If he were Minister of Works for only one day, 
the first thing he would do would be to dismiss 
Mr. Herbert and get a good and proper man in 
his place. He spoke strongly becauRe he felt 
strongly. He knew a ~reat deal about the 
matter, and so did the hon. member for Darling 
Downs and the present Minister for 'V orks ; but 
they were bound while in office to defend their 
own servant. He maintained that the position 
which Mr. Herbert occupied in the Government 
service was the means of crushing the railways 
from north to south. 

Mr. MILES said everyone knew that the hon. 
member was the greatest slanderer in the House. 
It was a gross act of injustice on the part of the 
hon. member to use his privilege for the purpose 
of slandering perhaps one of the best officers in 
the service of the Queensland Government. The 
hon. member also paid a very poor compliment 
to Ministers. He (Mr. Miles) presumed that the 
Minister for 'Vorks had sufficient determination 
to enable him to carry out any necessary reform 
in spite of all the commissioners. It woulll be a 
great misfortune to the colony to lose the ser
vices of the present Commissioner. There waH 
no officer in the service who had more difficult 
duties to fulfil in dealing with claims which were 
continually put forward by the public. He was 
often in the position of being between the devil 
and the deep sea, and he always had to fight the 
battles of the Government single-handed. The 
hon. m em her said if he were ::'lfinister for Works 
for one day he would dismiss Mr. Herbut. 
The hon. member would never be a :Minis
ter with his (Mr. Miles') consent, as he 
considered it would be one of the greatest 
calamities that ever happened in Queensland if 
the hon. member became the Minister of one 
department or another. 'Vith regard to the 
probability of his being a Minister again, that 
might depend upon circumstances; bnt if he 
were he would make the hon. member feel it. 
The hon. member might expect no· favours from 
him. It was mean of the hon. member to get 
up and abuse a public officer in the way he had 
done. The whole career of the hon. member 
showed that he had been a privileged slanderer 
both inside the House and outside ; in fact, he 
was a sort of a buffoon. The hon. member had 
never brought forward a single measure for the 
benefit of the country, but had taken the 1·6le of 
a slanderer. 

Mr. MACF ARLANE said it was scarcely fair 
of the hon. member for Mitchell to throw the re
sponsibility of the unequal rates upon the Com
missioner for Railways. The hon. member for 
Darling Downs, while Minister for Works, 
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took the responsibility of making the rates, 
and if that were the case the Minister and 
not the Commissioner should be blamed for 
any anomalies. He had had some experi
ence in sending goods to Roma, and he would 
state a fact or two. He found that goods 
could sometimes be sent cheaper by parcel rate 
than by freight rate, which appeared to evince the 
existence of some irregularity. With regard to 
quickness of transit he had known goods sent 
from Ipswich to Roma to be eight days on the 
road, either because there was not sufficient 
trucks or because the department was short
handed. 

"Mr. \VE'Ll>-BLUNDELL said thehon. mem
ber (:\Ir. Miles) had made use of an expression 
of a rather important character. He said that 
the rate of 7d. per ton per mile was a very 
reasonable rate, and that it was as low a rate as 
could be charged to allow any chance of a fair 
return. He inferred from that that the actual 
cost of carrying goods under the present manage
ment was something like 7d. per ton per mile. 
The experience of other countries, especially 
America, went to show that with proper manage
ment and supervision goods could be carried at 
about one-third of that rate. It would not do, 
therefore, to be satisfied until goods con!d be 
carried for a distance of over 100 miles at the 
rate of ld., l?,d., or t<ld. per mile. In the case of 
Roma, perhaps it was desirable that the largest 
possible returns should be obtained until a profit 
could be shown, provided that the rates were 
such that the whole of the traffic would be 
attracted. He believed, however, that it was in 
the power of the Minister to immensely increase 
the amount of goods carried by reducing the 
charges in some cases. For instance, he believed 
that the Railway Department should be in a 
position to carry, at a reasonable rate, the 
whole of the stock coming to the seaports. 
The present rate was not low enough to destroy 
competition with stock coming down by land. 
If the frozen meat exportation assumed large 
dimensions it would be impossible to compete 
with America unless it could be carried upon 
the railways at l~d. or 2d. per ton per mile. As 
far as he could see, there was no possible reason 
why that should not be done here, as it had been 
done by private companies in America. He 
admitted that much had already been done 
by the Minister for Works in the reduction 
of cost of construction, but he trusted that 
within a few months they would see a large 
reduction in the cost of maintenance of the 
lines of railway, which was at present enor
mously expensive. He admitted that reduction 
would be difficult, but, judging from what had 
been done in other countries, it was not 
impossible. There were far too many men 
employed in the work, and a large number 
might easily be dispensed with. Such a step 
would no doubt be disagreeable and unpopular, 
but as several other lines were now about to be 
constructed the present was the right time to 
commence reductions. Considering the small 
am(}unt of traffic and the small weights carried, 
the cost of maintenance was enormous, and did 
not display that amount of economy which would 
be the case if the railways were in the hands 
of private companies. As to anomalous tariffs, 
it was often an exceedingly difficult matter to 
prevent that occurring occasionally, as in the 
case mentioned by the hon. member (Mr. 
Kellett), but those were matters of detail which 
could be easily rectified by the department. On 
the Central Railway the tariff was so high
he did not say it was too high under the 
circumstances-that it was possible for carriers 
to carry goods at a lower rate from Broadsound 
to Olermont and Copperfield, and "'t the present 
time there were from fifteen to twenty tea.ma on 

that road. If the rates were reduced the Gov
ernment would monopolise the whole of the 
traffic on their railway. Another matter worthy 
of notice was the difficulty that existed in the 
way of obtaining redress for breakages or losses 
incurred on the lines, there being a general feel
ing that it was no use going to law with the 
Government in order to recover damages. He 
knew instances where great damage had been 
done in consequence of carelessness of rail
way employes, and when applicn.tion had 
been made for cam pensation they were told 
that it could not be done unless they had paid 
a certain rate-and a very high rate-for insur
ance. But the Government were carriers, and 
as such were bound to deliver goods entrusted 
to them safe and souml. Still the general be
lief was that to go to law with the Government 
to recover compensation only meant throwing 
good money after bad. That such an idea ex
isted was a disgrace to the country, and that it 
existed was certain. In cases of that sort, the 
Government ought not to place undue obstacles 
in the way when they knew their servants had 
done injury by their gross carelessness, and 
ought to pay the amount of damages to which 
those whose goods were so damaged were fairly 
entitled. 

Mr. GRIMES said the principal objection of 
hon. members opposite to the tariff seemed to be 
the high freight on wool. It did seem high, but 
wool-growers received corresponding benefits. As 
the hon. member (Mr. Miles) had pointed out, 
under the old system of bullock-drays, stores one 
way and wool the other were often six months 
on the road and subject to all the variations of 
the weather. Another set-off against the high 
tariff was that under the old system it constantly 
happened that twelve months elapsed between 
the time the wool was clipped and the time it 
arrived in England. Now the whole operation 
did not occupy more than four months, and the 
saving of interest on the wool clip for eight 
months was something considerable. 

l\Ir. WELD-BLUNDELL said he had not, 
so far, made any actual complaint against the 
charge for wool. All he had protested against 
was that 7 d. per ton per mile sh.ould be the price 
below which goods could not be carried and be 
made to pay. He believed they should be able 
to carry at at least a third of that rate. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said it should 
be borne in mind that the Commissioner for 
Railways saw so many changes in the official 
head of his department that he found it difficult 
to please everybody; but he believed that his 
principal object in his regulations was to make 
the railways pay. Speaking as a private member, 
he confessed that there were anomalies which 
ought to be removed. One of those was that 
there was no diminution in the rate for long 
journeys, and that the same charge was made 
for goods which gave no trouble beyond loading 
and unloading as for others which required the 
greatest care during transit. Such a system was 
very unfair. If a certain rate were charged 
for the carriage of goods to Toowoomba or 
Roma, it was certainly unfair to charge at 
the same rate for the carriage of the same 
goods 500 or 600 miles furt.her. That state 
of things the railway authorities here did 
not appear to have awakened to at present. 
There were a great many demands made on the 
Commissioner, but he had to think of the revenue 
n,nd to try and make the railways pay, which 
was a very difficult matter considering the great
expense incurred in making the railway from 
Brisbane to Ipswich and from there to Too
woomba. That the railways would pay if con· 
atructed at the present coat of m~king thsm 
the1·e WllA! no doubt. From !IOOle k.tik of ~· 
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mercial knowledge, perhaps, on the part of the 
Commissioner, although a great many *sugges
tions had been made to him on the subject of 
freights, very little attention had been paid to 
them.. He did not blame the Commissioner for 
Railways as his position was a very difficult one, , 
and he might not have been acquainted with the 
working of railways at home, and perhaps had 
had to get all his experience in the colony. 
There was no doubt that the matter of freights 
was one which required to be readjusted, and 
that the freights on some classes of goods were 
too high there was no doubt-he had told his 
colleagues that, and would repeat it now. He 
happened to know that a bullock-team or horse
team could compete successfully with the railway 
in many instances, which was a state of things 
that should not exist, as after the country had 
gone to the expense of constructing a rail· 
way that railway should be able successfully to 
compete with any other means of communication 
that might be started against it. Classification 
of goods was another matter requiring readjust· 
ment. He was quite sure that his colleagues 
found the present state. of things in existence 
when they took office, but that it was wrong he 
had no more doubt than he had that the 
seasons would come round. There should be 
no distinctions whatever, but a general rate 
for all goods, which should be taken by weight 
only. He would point out to the hon. 
members that the railways formed part of the 
State system, and, therefore, it was unfair for 
them to attack the Commissioner, who was not 
in the House, as the hon. member for Mitchell 
had done, as he (Mr. Perkins) was quite certain 
the Commissioner had only one object in view 
-namely, to consult the wishes of the Ministers 
and to raise revenue from the railways. He 
failed to see the utility of occupying so much 
time about a paltry £6,000 odd, a sum he had 
often settled by a mere stroke of his pen ; and 
he trusted hon. members, if they wished to bring 
the session to a close, would pass the vote and 
get on with business. 

Mr. STEVENS said that no one could deny 
that the tariff on the Southern and Western 
Railway was bad-that had been pointed out by 
several hon. members that evening. His own 
experience was that storekeepers only got 
those goods by rail for which they had an 
immediate demand-at least half of the goods 
they required they got up by teams ; so 
that in reality the present tariff was a dead 
loss to the country. He did not know who was 
to blame for such a state of things-whether 
the Minister for Works or the Commissioner for 
Railways, but from the calm manner in which 
the Minister sat and listened to the debate he 
presumed it must be the Commissioner. 

Mr. GROOM said that, strange to say, it was 
only yesterday that he was reading an account 
of a deputation having waited upon the Premier 
of New South Wales, at Orange, on this very 
question of freights, having previously failed to 
get any satisfaction from Mr. Lackey, the 
Minister for Railways, and he had in his hand 
the answer given to the deputation. It was, 
after all, a pure question of revenue as long as 
the railways remained in the possession of the 
Government, and he took it to be this-that, 
supposing the charges were to be reduced in the 
way suggested, there would be a large deficiency 
in the railway revenue which would have to be 
provided for by a tax on the general community, 
so the thing would be as broad as it was long. 
If the freights were reduced so that the revenue 
would be decreased, then the Government would 
have to provide revenue from another direction, 
and it would still come out of the pockets of the 
,~rener&l public. That there were anoma,lies, he 

was prepared to admit ; drays were competing 
with the railways. He would give a case in 
point : lVIessrs. Stevens and Co., of Toowoomba, 
were able to send an empty dray to Ipswich 
and bring back caustic soda at such a rate 
as satisfied the carriers, and at the same 
time saved them three Ol' four pounds a-ton. 
The Minister for \V orks promised some time 
ago that there was to be an alteration in the 
tariff, but these gentlemen were now having this 
particular article and another article connected 
with the manufacture of soap carried by drays
it paid them better. He was one of those who 
believed that as they had railways it was just as 
well to make the best possible use of them, and 
if the charges were reduced, not only as far as 
passage traffic was concerned but also as re
garded freight, it would induce traffic. That was 
not only necessary, but it was important that 
the management of the rl\ilway should be pro· 
perly conducted. A case had just come under 
his own observation : A train left Toowoomba at 
twenty minutes to 2 o'clock with one solitary 
passenger-car which was pretty well crowded at 
Toowoomba. The train took in passengers at 
Highfields, Murphy's Creek, Helidon, Gatton, 
Laidley, Grandchester, Rosewood, and \Val
loon, and when they got to Ipswich there 
was not standing room for the second-class 
passengers, among whom there were ladies and 
children. \Vhy there was not an extra car put 
on at Toowoomba for the accommodation of 
passengers from wayside stations along the line 
he did not know. Again, the most insib'llificant 
passenger-cars were placed on the line from 
Ipswich to the western interior, while the best 
carriages were run between Ipswich and Bris· 
bane. As an illustration of this they saw the 
anomaly that while the train from Toowoomba 
to Ipswich was crowded with passengers, five or 
six carriages attached to an engine at Oxley con· 
tained one solitary female passenger. He did not 
say,the Commissioner was to blame, but there was 
room for improvement. Take another case in 
illustration. They might have facilities for 
travelling, but they ought to be made known. He 
saw an announcement in the New South Wales 
newspapers of the excursion trains that would 
run there on the Prince of \V ales' Birthday ; but 
no one knew anything about what was to be done 
in this colony on that day. They should not only 
afford facilities for the travelling public, but 
should, with the means they possessed of cheap 
advertising, make those facilities known. The 
present practice might be economical; but if 
the necessary information were scattered broad
cast so that the public might know it, particularly 
now the line was open to Roma-instead of there 
being a passenger and a-half per day, there would 
be a far greater number. The hon. member for 
Mitchell had made certain charges against the 
Commissioner for Railways, but he (Mr. Groom) 
thought the Commissioner was placed in a very 
invidious position, and considered the respon· 
sible head of the department was to blame
not the present Minister for Works, but the 
Hon. Mr. Thorn and other previous Minis
ters. 

Mr. THORN : I did n1y work well. 
Mr. GROOM was not going to say the hon. 

member did it badly, but it was the duty of the 
Minister to ask the Commissioner to place before 
him what he thought a reasonable scale of 
charges ; and if he were a bushwss man he would 
soon be able to decide whether they were fair or 
unfair. He believed-but spoke under correction 
-that at the present time ,£9 per ton was charged 
for taking reaping machines and other agricultural 
implements on the lil).e to \Varwick, 130 odd miles. 
He thought th~t rate if it were charged was too 
much, and might be rerluced with adva,ntage. 
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He did not blame the Commissioner for Rail
ways, but thought the head of the department 
should consider the revenue, and, although he 
sat on the Opposition side of the House, he 
would make this concession-that if the Minister 
for Works were to reduce the rail way charges so 
that there would be a large deficiency, the Oppo
sition would be the first to find fault with the 
hon. member for doing so. So long as they 
had railways under their own control, and 
had to pay interest on construction and cost 
of maintenance, they were bound to raise a 
revenue in some way. Even if the charges 
were high, there were many counter-balancing 
advantages. He could remember when, instead 
of leaving Toowoomba at twenty minutes to 2 
o'clock and taking his seat in the House in the 
evening, he had to live in Brisbane three months 
at a time. At one time they could not get goods 
to the Downs under £12 or £20 a-ton, and now 
look at the rates ! It was well known that on 
,,ome stations on the Darling Downs in the old 
times there was actually wool in the shed of one 
shearing when the next commenced, owing to 
the ditliculties of transit. Everybody knew 
what it was to travel from Ipswich to the 
foot of the Main Range. It took people 
a week to get through the Rosewood Scrub, 
with eighteen or twenty bullocks dragging the 
dray through this slough of despond. But take 
an instance at the present time. Look at J on
daryan, and the advantages it possessed to-day. 
There was a railway to its very door. The wool 
was taken off the sheeps' back to-day, sorted to
morrow, dumped in the woolshed next day, and 
in forty-eight hours placed on the deck of the 
vessel in the river, and when the wool was on 
the ship the owners got their advances from the 
banks and thus saved interest. Those were 
advantages which should be taken into consider
ation. As the Premier of New South Wales 
•aid, the other day, it was a pure matter of 
revenue for the House to decide. If they 
wished the freight to be reduced, and there 
was a large deficiency in the revenue, 
it would be the duty of the Treasurer to 
provide revenue in some other way, and there 
would be a tax on the whole community. But 
it would be unfair to tax people deridng no 
benefit from the railway. However high the 
charges might be there were counter-balancing 
advantages; and, as he said before, he did 
not agree with the wholesale charges made 
against Mr. Herbert. If the responsible 
head of the department were satisfied that 
the tariff was excessive he had the power 
to make it conform to the public benefit. 
He sincerely hoped that the Minister for Works 
would make better provision for the accommoda
tion of the travelling public, who were put to 
great inconveniences-more particularly those 
who travelled second-class. 

Mr. MORI<JHEAD said he was bound to 
defend himself in regard to the charges which he 
had brought against Mr. Herbert. Those charges 
he should maintain. Charges might be brought 
against Ministers, but they were not like Mr. 
Herbert, as he went on for ever whilst they 
changed. The railway tariff never changed ; 
therefore he attributed it to Mr. Herbert. The 
hon. member, Mr. Groom, in talking about the 
benefit which the country had derived from the 
construction of railways, had said thattherailways 
had enabled him to come to the House oftener 
than he otherwise could do. If that were the 
only result it might be a question whether it 
would not have been better had the railway 
never been constructed. \Vhoever was respon
sible for the sheet helrl in his hand had no right to 
be an otlicer of the Crown. It was a disgrace to 
ilo government, or to any colony, that Buch a 

system of charges should exist. He would re
peat that he held Mr. Herbert primarily re
sponsible for it, as he had been Commissioner for 
many governments who had gone whilst he had 
remained, and would probably remain. There 
was no doubt that once a man got firmly set in 
the Government service in this and in other 
colonies, and got firm friends to stick by him, 
he would stick there like a cancer, al
though he might eat out the heart of 
the State. There was no help for that, appa
rently. 'l'hey could get no change either from 
gentiemen on the Government side or from 
gentlemen on the other side of the House. The 
management of the railway system which he 
fathered on Mr. Herbert was worse than it was 
in any other colony of the southern hemisphere. 
Those were strong words, but words which he 
thought could be borne out by facts. He only 
wished that some Ministry would get into power 
who would have the pluck to cut out such 
cancers and rid the State of them, no matter at 
what cost. It would be a good thing to pay 
many thousands of pounds to let J';Ir. Herbert 
go away. He was an incubus; they did not 
want him ; they would get on a great deal 
better without him. He spoke of Mr. Herbert 
purely as an otlicer of the State and not 
as an individual, and he would leave it to any 
honest Minister, who would state what he 
honestlv knew and believed about Mr. Herbert 
and his" management of the railway system, to 
state whether he was not doing great harm to 
the State. That that was so he believed was 
proved by the document which he had shown 
to the House. Any man of common-sens& who 
perused that document must come to that con
clusion. 

The lVIINISTI<JR FOR WORKS said it would 
be impossible to frame any railway tariff which 
would not be found fault with by someone. 
Speaking of Mr. Herbert as a Government officer, 
his firm conviction was that there was not 
a single officer in the Government service 
who had the interest of his department more 
at heart than Mr. Herbert had. He said 
that after an experience of eighteen months 
with Mr. Herbert in his official capacity. 
No doubt the management of the Railway 
Department was open to improvement ; but was 
it any wonder that it could not be and was not 
improved, seeing that the system was to a certain 
extent under the pressure of members of the 
House, and that political influence inside and 
outside was brought to bear on the J';Iinistry, on 
the Civil service, and on otlicials of the railways? 
He knew that was done. 

Mr. MORBHEAD : Give names. 
The MINISTER l<'OR WORKS : It is no 

use discussing it ; every member knows it. 

Mr. MORI<JHI<JAD: I do not know it ; my 
hands are clean. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said a great 
deal had been said about the high charges. They 
must remain high so long as the traffic was 
limited. If they had a large traffic they could 
reduce the rates ; but the charges must be in pro
portion to the amount of traffic and the amount 
of revenue which must be derived from the rail
ways. It was all very well for hon. members to 
say that goods were carried at ld. per ton in this 
country and that; but it must he borne in mind 
that in countries where the carriage was only ld. 
per ton per mile they carried 100, and in some 
instances 1, 000, tons for each ton carried on 
Queensland rail ways, and that made all the 
difference in the world. He maintained with 
the hon. member for Darlint; Down~ that the 
charges were not excessive. 
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Mr. MOREHEAD : They are not equal or 
fair. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the 
charges were as fair as the department could 
make them, although individuals might not 
think so. Hon. members who represented agri
cultural constituencies thought that the rates for 
agricultural produce were too high, and that the 
wool rates were too low ; whilst the wool-growers 
held the reverse opinion. The rates were in pro
portion to the value of the goods carried. They 
could not charge a high rate on an article of 
small value unless they wished to stop traffic 
altogether. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : What about flour? 
The MINISTER FOR WORKS said if they 

had an uniform charge the charge for flour would 
perhaps be £2 per ton more, and so with other 
necessaries of life. One hon. member had said 
that one half of the traffic was carried by dray. 
He had caused inquiries to be made, and he 
could find out no such result. There was a cer
tain amount of traffic by dray which would cou
tinue. The carriers had not made the roads over 
which they travelled, and they had only a 
small sum of money invested in their teams 
compared to the costly appliances of the Rail
way Department ; besides, it was well known 
that at certain seasons of the year farmers 
were only too glad to work their teams at low 
rates. In many parts of the country the carriers 
were working at starvation rates. The railways 
could not compete with such men. As regarded 
stock he would say that as long as they had 
plenty of grass and water in the country, and 
the country was unfenced, stock would be tra
velled instead of being sent to market by rail. 
They could not make the rates for stock so low as 
to induce owners to send them by rail when there 
was plenty of grass and water in the country. 
He was making as many alterations as he 
could with a view to increase the traffic, and 
he hoped that he should be successful. He 
had gone into the question mentioned by the 
hon. member for Clermont as to the rate of 
carriage between Broadsound and Clermont. 
The department would lose a deal of revenue 
if they reduced the rates on the Central line 
to such an extP.nt as to drive the carriers off 
the Broadsound road. The 500 or 600 tons which 
they would get additional would not make up for 
the loss on the 4, 000 tons at the reduced rate. 
Every question which hon. members had raised 
had been considered by Mr. Herbert and himself, 
and he presumed by Mr. Herbert and former 
Ministers. He believed that Mr. Herbert was 
honestly and faithfully doing his duty to the 
State according to the best of his ability. He 
hoped that he should be allowed to pass the esti
mates. He had refrained from talking, as it was 
his duty to pass the estimates and not to keep up 
the debate. For all that had been charged 
against the management of the department he 
was responsible, and not the Commissioner for 
Railways, and he was willing to take all the 
responsibility. 

Mr. GRIFFITH said he had been waiting for 
the Minister for Works to speak, because he was 
satisfied that the hon. gentleman would not 
allow the debate to close without defending 
the Commissioner for Railways, and stating that 
whatever blame there was in connection with the 
management of the department rested on his 
shoulders and not on those of the Commissioner. 
He had not had long experience in the Works 
Department, but he had had s'!me, and before 
he went there he had heard Mr. Herbert abused 
in the House as being an incubus in the ser
vice. He was therefore not prejudiced in Mr. 
J;rerpert'B favour, but he found him as good an 

officer as he had ever met with in the Govern
ment service, and quite the opposite from what 
he had been represented. Instead of insisting 
upon having his own way and sticking to old 
routine, he found him perfectly willing to place 
all his information at the service of the Minister, 
and to carry out any changes that might be 
required. He consiclered the attack that had 
been made upon Mr. Herbert quite unfair. He 
had heard complaints made about the railway 
tariff before, but he believed there were weighty 
reasons for every item. That was, however, a 
subject upon which he need not now expreBs an 
opinion. He would, however, stty one wore! 
with regard to railway tariffs generally. He 
believed the system recently introduced in South 
Australia, of diminishing the · rates for long 
journeys, was a very sound one, because no 
doubt the expense did not increase in proportion 
to the length of the journey. It was all very 
well to calculate at so much per train mile in 
making comparison between one year and 
another, between one line and another ; 
but it was not a fact that it cost three times as 
much to truck goods 300 miles as it cost to truck 
them 100 miles, including loading, unloading, 
getting up steam, &c. The expense did not in
crease in proportion to the length of the line. 
He agreed with the :Minister for \Vorks that the 
Government was obliged to get as much revenue 
as possible consistent with securing all the traffic. 
He maintained that having these roads they 
should insist upon making them a monopoly as 
far as possible ; though, of course, they could 
not expect to carry stock where there were 
good country roads with plenty of grass and 
water. 

Mr. MOHEHEAD said he thanked God that 
he never had been a Minister of the Crown, and 
please God he never would be. He hoped he 
should not, because he found that both Ministers 
and ex-Ministers got up and defended every 
Civil servant who had been under their control. 
He spoke as one of the outside public who had 
had considerable dealings with the Railway De
partment, and he said ~hat Mr. Herbert was an 
inefficient officer, and one who did a great deal 
of harm to his department. He used the words 
advisedly and markedly, and wished them to be 
recorded. He maintained that Mr. Herbert was 
not the man to work the Railway Department 
of the colony. He (Mr. Morehead) was an out
sider, having no interest whatever in the matter, 
except as regarded the carriage of goods; but his 
words were entitled to just as much considera
tion as the words of Ministers to whom Mr. 
Herbert had been a subordinate. No doubt he 
had been a very affable subordinate, and ap
peared everything that was fair ancl square to 
those who had presided over him in an official 
capacity. The hon. member (Mr. Griffith), 
the present Minister for \Vorks, and the hon. 
member for Darling Downs had had nothing 
to do with Mr. Herbert except as a subor
dinate ; but he (Mr. Morehead), speaking as 
one of the outside public, maintained that if 
Brisbane were polled to-morrow as to the 
propriety of Mr. Herbert remaining in his pre· 
sent position he would be put out : and he did 
not only rule Brisbane but the whole of the 
railways of the colony. Mr. Herbert was not 
the right man, ancl he could prove it in a dozen 
ways. He was the incarnation of red-tape and 
nothing beyond it. \Vhen disem bowellecl, as was 
said at a dinner at Roma, there was nothing of 
him but red-tape, in which he was swathed. If 
a man had to enter into a correspondence with 
him for the recovery of money he might as well 
give up all hope of it at once, for the Commis
Bioner would slink from hole to hole and get 

r away in every dh·ection until at hwt he ~heltered 
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him~elf under ~ome regulation invented for the 
purpo8e. He (Mr. Moreheao) was not speaking 
these words without due <:onsideration. He came 
to the House to-night with the intention, as :fa- as 
he could, of exposing that man~of showing to the 
Committee, and he hoperl to the country, that the 
colony was saddled with a man who existed from 
bygone times~almost from the time when the 
colony was governed by Sir George Bowen and 
thrise who hung on to him. That time had past, 
lmrl .:\Ir. Herbert was not a man for these days. 
The Minister for \Vorks got up ltnd rlefencied 
him, lmt none knew better than the hon. gentle
man that he was an inefficient officer. ~o man 
knew that hetter than the hon. member for 
~orth Brisbane, hut he also left it to others to 
say so. 

.:\Ir . .:\IILES : I don't know it. 
.:\Ir. J\IOREHEAD said he counted the hon. 

member for nothing. Those hon. gentlemen he 
had referred to left the opprobrium upon his 
(Mr . .:\Iorehead's) shoulders of pointing out the 
hlot, and he would point it out without caring 
wlmt came of it. .:VIr. Herbert was the man 
who was preventing the proper management 
of the railways in this colony, and .:\1inis
ters and ex-Ministers sheltered him under 
their wings, or their petticoats, or what
eYer they might call them. He had crippled 
the railway service of the colony. Had he been 
able to acquire any infvrmation, he might have 
learned that by judiciously loweTing the rates 
he would be able to diminish the competition 
existing between teams and railways; but he had 
ttpparently no mind at all, and apparently he 
had eYery successive i\linister under his thumb. 
He had got one of the most dangerous men to 
him in the way of ahility-MT. Lowe~a man 
more car"'ble than himself, out of his path; and 
now he remained master of the situation, and 
dictated to the i\1ini8ter for Railways what 
should be the rates of wool. He (Mr. Morehead) 
was really ashamed that Ministers and ex
Ministers should get up and defend such a man : 
he was a relic of by-gone days, and the country 
wanted none of him. 

The MIXISTER FOR WORKS said with 
regard to the rate for greasy and wttshed wool, 
he must inform the hon. member that he had 
consulted squatters who were squatters, he 
believed, before the hon. member was born, and 
they had advised him to make no such altera
tion. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said that the statement 
he had made to the Committee was word for 
word as he received it from the Minister for 
Works himself. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : That is 
quite true, but I got advice elsewhere. 

Mr. O'SUL LIV A:N said if the hon. member 
came into the House with the intention of abus
ing the Commissioner for Railways the hon. 
member had succeeded to a hair in carrying his 
intention out. The hon. member had taken 
advantage of the privilege of the House 
to accuse an officer in the service. Hon. mem
bers were not supposed to know the officer in 
question ; he was not responsible, and his 
name ought not to have been mentioned. 
As to Mr. Statham Lowe, he would n;)t take ad
vantage of his position to give his opinion of that 
gentleman, although on a former occasion, when 
the necessity arose, he did so without the slight
est hesitation. To one remark of the Minister 
for W arks he could not agree, and that was that 
the rates must be high because traffic was so 
limited. Under such circumstances the way to 
increase traffic was to lower the rates, not to 
raise them. 'Vhen Sunday trains were first 
Gtal"ted they were run at exc~rsion price~, with 

but little success; but when at his suggestion 
the fares were reduced one-half the traffic in
creased largely. With regard to long journeys, 
the bullock-drays always reduced the rates the 
further they went, and the same should be done 
with the railways. 

Mr. MILES said that no change could be 
made in the time-table, nor any alteration in 
tariff, until it had been submitted to the Cabinet 
and approved. It was absurd to charge the 
Commissioner for Railway~ with having done 
this, that, and the other. 

Mr. HEA said that even in Victoria, with all 
their experience, the same difficulty had been 
found in arriving at a tariff which would please 
everybody. He had within the last few weekR 
heard in the Victorian Assembly complaints 
similar to the complaints made here to-nigM, 
e'ach man wishing his commodity to be 
favoured. If those hon. members who made 
such gravl! charges against the Commissioner 
were to draw up a tariff of their own, it would 
show even worse absurdities than those already 
pointed out. 

Mr. KELLETT said the Minister for Works 
might take upon himself the responsibility for 
certain things, but the Commissioner should be 
the man to point out to a new Minister the 
anomalies which the Minister previously in office 
would not allow him to change. According to 
the admission of the Minister, the colony had 
reaped a great benefit from getting rid of Mr. 
Statham Lowe, and he believed that still more 
good would ensue if another highly-placed 
officer, the present Commissioner for Railways, 
was got rid of. If, as stated, lVIr. Herbert 
was a most efficient officer, the rest of 
the service must be very bad indeed. Every 
Ministry that had been in power for years 
knew that the same complaints had been made, 
and they had been afraid to take the work of 
altering the tariff, which they knew to be a bad 
one, into their hands. He would make a sug
ge8tion. Some time since a Civil servant whom 
it was desirable to get rid of was told to take six 
months' leave of absence, and the plan succeeded, 
for the man had not been heard of since. Let 
the Commissioner for Railways be invited to 
take six months' leave of absence, too. He 
(Mr. Kellett) believed it would be the saving of 
thousands to the colony if some other com
missioner was tried for a little while, and he was 
certain that people who carried good• along the 
railway would be so grateful to any Minister who 
got rid of the present Commissioner that they 
would erect a monument to him for having done 
so. He had himself asked the Minister for 
"\Vorks to point out one improvement which had 
ever been made by the Commissioner, and he 
could not do so. 

Question put ~nd passed. 

The CHAIRMAN reported progress, and ob· 
tainedleaveto sit again on the following day. 

LEAVE TO "ATTENJ) A COMMITTEE. 
In reply to a message from the Legislative 

Council, leave was given to the Hon. J. M. 
Macrossan to attend and give evidence before 
the Select Committee of the Legislative Council 
on the Brisbane and Sandgate Railway. 

In answer to Mr. GRIFFITH, The PREMIER 
stated that the first business to be taken to
morrow would be the Branch Railways, which 
would be considered seriatirn. Supply would 
follow, and then the Burrum Railway and the 
United Municipalities Bills. 

The House adjourned at ten minutes past 11 
o'clock. 




