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QUEENSLAND 

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

THIRD SESSION OF THE EIG-HTH PARLIAMENT, 

APPOINTED TO MEET 

;I.T BRISBANE, ON THE SIXTH DAY OF JULY, IN THE FORTY-FOURTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF HER. 

:MAJESTY QUEEN VICTORIA, IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 1880, 

[VOLU:ME 2 OF 1880.] 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Wednesday, 22 September, 1880. 

Marriage Laws Amendment Bill.- Appropriation Bill 
~o. 2.-Fa~:;:ifern Railwav.-'roowoomba to Crow's 
Nest Railway.-Clermmlt Railway.-1\:Iaryhorongh 
and Gympie Railway.-Bundaberg and :::\Iount Perry 
Railway. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

MARRIAGE LAWS AMENDMENT BILL. 
The COLONIAL SECRETARY(l\Ir. Palmerl 

presented a Bill to amend and consolidate the 
1aws relating- to :\farri:tge, which wrts reail a first 
time, ordered to be printed, and the second read
ing fixed for Monday next. 

APPROPRIATION BILL No. 2. 
The PHEMIER (Mr. Mcllwraith) said that 

before the House proceeded to deal with the 
railway motions standing in the name of the 
Minister for \Vorks he wished to refer to the ' 
answer which he gave to the leader of the 
Opposition last night, to the effect that those 
motions w0nld be taken as the first business. 
When he gaHJ that answer he was not aware 
that the Acting-Governor had made arrange
ments to proceed to l\ielbourne. He believed 
that it was His Excellency's intention to leave 
Brisbane at 12 o'clock on Friday. If the had 
known that His Excellency was about to leave 
at such an early date he should have brought 
forward an Appropriation Bill in the usual way; 
but as things were, he would take the unusual 
course of asking the leave of the House to pass 

an Appropriation Bill for £100,000 through all 
its stages that day. He considered it quite a 
formal matter, inasmuch as a certain amount of 
progress had been made with the Estimates, and 
the money wa.e required to meet the ordinary, 
disbursements of the Government. He would 
move-

That f:.O mnch of the Standing Orders be suspended as 
will admit of resolutions of Committee of Supply and 
,,~n.ys and ):leans beil'l.g reported forthwith, and of a lUll 
being passed through all its stages in one day. 

The HoN. S. W. GRIFFITH said the Opposi
tion knew that the money was wanted, and they 
would offer no opposition to the passing of the 
Bill. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resolved itself into Committee of 

Supply. 
The PREMIER moved-
That there be granted to Her ::.\Iajesty, on account, for 

the service of the year 1880-81, the sum of £100,000 fm· 
or towards the expenses of the various departments of 
the Service of the colony. 

Question put and passed. 
The resolution was reported to the House an:d. 

adopted. 
The House then resolved itself into Committee 

of IV ays and :!'.Ieans. 
The PREMIER moved-
That to wards 1naking good the Supply granted to Her 

1\Iajesty, for the service of the year 1880-81, a sum not 
exceeding- £100,0fl·l be granted out o.f the Consolidated 
Revenue of Queensland. 

Question put and passed. 
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The re~olution was reported to the House and 
adopted. 

The PRK\IIER introduced a Bill to give 
effect to the foregoing resolution ; it wa" read a 
first and second time, and the House went into 
Committee to consider it. 

l\Ir. DICKSOK a,:keLl whether the amount 
now asked for, in addition to the amount already 
obtained, would cover the expenditure of the 
first C[Uarter of the financial year? 

The PRK\1IBH replied that he anticipated it 
would be C[nite enough. 

The various clauses having been pa".ed, the 
Bill was reported to the House without amend
ments, read a third time, passed, and ordered to 
be transmitted to the Legislative Council for 
their concurrence hy message in the usual form. 

:B'ASSIFEIG\ RAILWAY. 
The l\1LNISTER }'OR \YOltKS {Mr. l\Iac

crossan), in n1oving-
l. That the Plans, !:-1ectious, anfl. Rook of Reference of 

the Fassit'ernline of hailway, as laid ou the table of this 
House on the 3rcl August, he approved. 

2. That the said Plan~, Sections, and nook of P.eferenre 
beforwarcled to the Legi::\lati\e Council for their approval, 
with a mesi'iage in the n,.:;nal form-

said that this railway the plans of which were 
now under consideration, was the first of the 
branch lines initiated by the Government. There 
had been several surwys of the line made. The 
one first proposed to be adopted had a gradient 
of 1-in-50. His attention having been directed 
to the desirability of taking the line along the 
main road-partly to avoid the large claims for 
compensation for land sent in by the people 

' along the line of sur;-ey-he ordered a survey 
to be made on the main road, and fouml that a 
good route could be got for a certain number of 
miles on a gradient of 1-in-50. As this was a 
branch line, and one not likely to carry a large 
amount of traffic at any one time, he considered 
it would be as well to try the experiment of 
a gradient of 1-in-30. \Vith that gradient they 
could keep the road, to a great extent, in its pre
sent condition. The line had been surveyed for 
a distance of 17 miles and odd chains, of which 
13 miles and 14 chains were along the road_ It 
started about half-a-mile from the terminus at 
Ipswich, on the summit of a hill on which the 
Ipswich Grammar School was built, and kept 
to the west of Brisbane street and Little Ips
wich, striking the main road on the Churchill; 
thence it followed the road more or less for a 
distance of about 13 miles from Ipswich. There 
were three deviations to avoid certain sharp 
ridges. The total cost of the line-17 miles and 
odd chains-was estimated by the Chief };ngineer 
at £51,088, being at the rate of £2,867 per mile. 
Hon. members were aware that the estimate 
placed on the Loan Bill of last year was at the 
rate of £2,500 a-mile. That estimate would not 
have been exceeded had it not been for the un
precedented rise in the price of railway material, 
which enhanced the cost per mile by about £360. 
If that amount were deducted, the cost would 
be exactly £2,507 per mile, or only £7 above the 
amount placed on the Loan Bill. In reality, 
according to the Chief Engineer's estimate, the 
line could be built as strongly and could carry 
traffic as heavy as the main line. The Chief 
Engineer provided for over 1,000 cubic yards of 
ballast per mile, or 4~ inches under the sleepers. 
He (Mr. Macrossan) intended, if possible, to 
reduce that ; and that the line should be really 
a branch line, and not equal in every respect 
to the main lines, because if that was not 
done construction would continue at the same 
rate of cost. Besides, it was only intended to 
run at the rate of eight or ten miles an hour, 

that being considered sufficient for the require
ments of the traffic. Consequently a smaller, 
amount of ballast under the rails would be 
required. Mr. Ballard, the engineer of the 
Northern and Central lines, was actually doing 
with a far less amount of ballast on the main 
lines than was here put down for this branch 
line. He was perfectly justified, he thought, in 
saying that he should do with a great deal less 
ballast than was intended to be used by the 
Chief Engineer. In many places, where the 
formation was sound, the line might be made 
with hardly any ballast at all. Thousands of 
miles of line had been made in America on that 
system, and he could not see why this colony 
should not make an experiment in that direction. 
lf it could J,e done, it would be a great benefit to 
tlF· colony in its branch railway system. Of 
conrse, on the black soil and on other places 
wc·1·e the surface was unsound some ballast 
would be required. Be believed, therefore, that 
the amount of ballast might be reduced to 500 
or GOO, or perhaps 700 yards per mile. Every 
100 yards of ballast made tt <};trerence of £30 a 
mile. A portion of the line went through pri
vate property, but only a very small portion 
C()Jnpared with what it would have gone through 
har1 the line not been on the road. The cost, he 
anticipated, would not be much enhanced by 
cbims for compensation. \Vith the exception of 
the' first portion of the line-1mile and 2 chains 
-the land required would not cost very much. 
011 a line with a gradient of 1-in-30, their lea&t 
powerful class of engine, class A, which weighed, 
induding tender, 25~- tons, would carry a gross 
load, exclusive of engine and tender, of 2i' ~tons. 
But there \Yas anoth, r class of engine-tlw small 
consolidatl'<l Balclwht's engine-which wonld be 
suitable for the line in event of a heavy pres
sure of trnJfic. ~rhat engine arHl tender ,\·eighed 
27It tons, and would draw, on a line of 1-in-30, a 
load of 51 tons. They neerl sr,.cwcely be afraid, 
therefore, that the line would not be up to the 
traffic rerl'1irements of the district. If at any 
time during harvest there should be a heavy 
amount of traffic, the consolidation engine could 
be put on, and at ordinary times, when traffic was, 
slack, am! they had to depend chiefly upon pas
sengers, the lighter class of engine wonld be 
used. As to the rails, they would be of the same 
weight as those on the main lines. He did not 
believe in reducing the weight of rails. The 
difference in cost between 30-lb. or 35-lb. rails 
and 41;j:-lb. rails would not compensate for the 
deficiency in the stability of the line, itself. He 
did not believe it w:.s safe to go below a 41:!-lb. 
rail. Lighter rail, had been used on the 
::\Iaryhorough and Gympie lines, but it was 
a mistake, and i;. would he found by-and· 
bye that those raib were too light, and they 
would ultimately have to be replaced by 
heavier ones. As to station accommodation, he, 
would say at once that he was not going in for 
any station accommodation whatever, unless at 
the end of the line. The trains would be worked 
in such a way that those in charge of them 
would take up the traffic along the line when
ever it was necessary. They would take up and 
put down passengers and goods at places where 
there might be a platform of a limited descrip
tion-an earthen platform backed with a couple 
of logs. At the end of the line, at Harris
ville, there would be a platform and a shed 
for the protection of goods brought there 
for transit. The total amount put down for 
station accommodation was only £935. The 
deviations hon. members would see indicated on 
the plans, and they, with the level crossings, 
were estimated to cost £1,351. The estimate 
would very likely be found to be more than the 
actual cost of the line. He could speak with 
confidence on that point from the knowledge he 
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harl now of the subject. On account of the 
!.;mdient there would be very few earth works to 
make, the total amount per mile being some
thing like 3,000 cubic yards. \V ere it not for the 
two bridges and culverts, and the precautions 
they had to take to shut off storm-water, the line 
could be made for at least £500 or £1)50 less per 
mile than it would actually cost. But in such a 
<listrict, where the rains were sometimes nnpre
eedentedly heavy, it was nece,sary to make some 
provision for storm-water. As there were several 
other similar motions to be proposed, he would 
not fnrther take up the time of the House. 

cvlr. U RIFFITH said he was glad they had at 
h'"t got the opportunity of approving of the first 
of the branch lines that had been for so many 
years talked about. He was glad also that the 
ehanges which the Minister for \V orks proposed 
to introduce in the construction of the line 
woulrl certainly have the effect of diminishing 
its cost. He believed the line could be made 
with advantage along the road, that the gradient 
might be increased to 1 in 30 as proposed, and 
that the stations ~.nd other expensive works 
rnight be dispensed with. But he was rather 
sorry the Minii:ter for \Vorks had not thought 
fit to reduce the weight of the rails. Even in 
that there was a great deal more diminution in 
expense than at first sight appeared. Heavy rails 
and powerful engines would be a temptation to 
rnn the trains at greater sped, and so wear 
the line ont faster. It was a mistake to make 
one part of the line much better than the other, 
for it inV')lved all sorts of risks. ]'or instance, 
the Mini~ter for \Vorks intended to use a much 
less quantity of ballast than was used on the 
main lines : therefore, the line would not be as 
stable, or as fit to run heavy weights on at a 
high rate of speed. It would be just as much 
unfit for going at a high speed or carrying heavy 
weights from the absence of ballast as it would 
be if there were more ballast and lighter rails. 
If the rails were lighter the expense would 
be considerably reduced, and it would involve 
a diminution in cost of rolling-stock and power 
of engine. The rolling-took proposed to be 
1med was certainly too expensive for a line 
the speed on which would only be eight 
miles an hour. Had the hon. gentleman con
sidered the question of using the new kind of 
engines ? A line along a main road ought to be 
so adapted as not to frighten horse traffic with 
the puffing and blowing of the engine. It was 
an essential ingredient in running lines along 
roads that the engines should be of the improved 
dass now made expressly for that purpose. 
He was sorry thel\Iinister for 'Vorks had not con
sidered that point. He was reminded that these 
engines would run on lighter rails than those he 
proposed. He did not quite understand how the 
crossing from one side of the road to the other 
was to be effected if the rails were placed aboYe 
the road. That was where the difference came in 
between lines running along main roads and lines 
upon rails expressly made for the purpose and 
let into the ground. In Sydney, for example, one 
might cross the line of tramway with a wheeled 
vehicle at right angles or any other angle with
out the slightest risk. That was a matter, how
ever, upon which the House would no doubt have 
further information. He had no opposition, of 
course, to offer to this motion, but he hoped the 
expense would be reduced to £2,500 a-mile, 
which he thought was amply sufficient. He 
understood the ::1-Iinister for Works to say that 
the cost would be considerably increased by the 
high price of material ; but he was happy fto 
inform the House that that was not likely to 
eontinue, because papers recently received from 
England showed that rails were quoted at £7 per 
ton, and in one paper at less than £6 per ton. 
'!'he rails for the line under comideration were 

not yet ordered ; and he anticipated, therefore, 
that the cost would be reduced rather than in
creased. He would confess that he should be 
disappointed if the cost of the line was not con
siderably under £2,500 per mile. 

The PREMIER said that he quite agreed with 
his hon. colleague in fixing the rails at 4ltr lbs. 
The rails used at present on the Queensland 
railways were too small, and the whole tendency 
of engineering opinion in these days was to work 
with as strong rails as they could afford to buy. 
He was sure that a lighter rail than that now 
proposed would be soon knocked to pieces with 
the 27-ton engines that the Minister for Works 
proposed to use. The leader of the Opposition 
spoke in favour of the system of rails adopted 
in the street railways in Sydney, but the hon. 
gentleman must remember that they W<Sre the 
most expensive rail made : in fact, the rails 
alone would cost a great deal more than the 
whole works connected with our branch lines. 
It was an enormously heavy rail made in a 
peculiar manner; it required twice rolling, and 
was grooved in addition. The rails that were 
used for running in the street in England and 
throughout the world were necessarily enor
mously heavy, in order to insure the ordinary 
wheel traffic running without hindrance. In 
this colony they could not afford a rail of that 
kind, and must adopt the usual system of keep· 
ing the rail above the road, and making pro· 
vision, as far as necessary, for vehicles cross
ing the line. \Vith regard to the price of 
rails, they had been down somewhat ; but the 
latest telegram received last month showed that 
they could not then be purchased under £9 a-ton. 
With regard to the ballast, he quite approved of 
the remarks made by his hon. colleague, although 
that gentleman seemed to differ very much from 
the Engineer-in Chief. Ballast wa.~ an element 
that the English engineer did not see his way 
well to get rid of. He was prejudiced himself 
in favour of it, and of course there was no ques
tion that it made the best line; but that at 
the same time a perfectly good line, perfectly 
adapted for all the purposes of the colony, 
could be made without ballast was proved by 
the experience of America, where at least 90 
out of every 100 miles of railway had no 
ballast whatever, though they carried a much 
larger amount of traffic than was likely to 
be carried by any of the branch railways of 
Queensland for many years to come. The 
leader of the Opposition referred to a class of 
engines that worked upon the common road 
without frightening horses. He had not seen 
such an engine. The engine sometimes referred 
to as such was one used in Sydney. In his 
experience, engines of that kind frightened 
horses as much as ordinary locomotives. He 
had seen locomotives running through crowded 
streets in New York, Jersey City, and towns 
where the streets were more crowded than 
ours could expect to be for at least half a cen
tury. They ran with ordinary locomotives, 
and the horses soon got used to it. The same 
thing might be seen at Adelaide where the ordi
nary engine ran right through the main street. 
At first, no doubt, there would be accidents, but 
people would have to be cautious. It really very 
often happened that the attempts to improve an 
engine from this point of view made them so 
ugly that the danger was increased. One thing 
he did not like in the speech of the Minister 
for \Vorks, namely, his great fancy for American 
engines. His (Mr. Mcllwraith's) experience 
did not lead him to think they were anything like 
the quality of English engines, and if Engish 
makers had the same chance of making engines 
as the Americans they would beat them on their 
own ground. There was one shop in Glasgow, 
for example, better than anything he had seen 
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in America, hut the Engli>ih did their work in 
:t most expensive way. ln England it was the 
had custom for the railway companies to send 
drawings to the makers, and the consequence 
was that for every engine that had to be con
structed the locomotive makers in Glasgow and 
other parts of the United Kingdom had to make 
fresh templates. He had seen whole rows of 
buildings filled with these disused. In America 
a firm would make engines of a certain class 
only, and the people who required engines 
would be certain of what they would have. The 
makers would not construct their engines accord
ing to the designs of anybody-at least, if they 
did, they declined to put their name» upon them. 
But they made them for certain gradients and 
certain speeds, and were their own designers, as 
all locomotive makers should be. The House 
would see the reasonableness of such a practice. 
If everybody took the notion into their heads to 
order a watch, and to send with the order 
designs as to the pinions and size of the wheels, 
they would get probably a very elaborate watch, 
but it would be a very expensive article and 
would very likely never keep time. This might 
be a somewhat exaggerated illustration, but 
it showed the principle, and this was how 
Americans had gone far ahead of us in making 
cheap railway engines. He was satisfied that if 
they allowed the makers in England to send 
out engines adapted to their wants, and not to 
trouble their own locomotive superintendents 
with sending home drawings, it would be better. 
Let them send home a statement of their wants, 
and take the engines-the engtnes recommended 
for the particular work required-and he was 
satisfied that in the long run the English would 
beat the Americans and give the colony better 
engines at a cheaper rate. 

:Mr. McLEAN said the Minister for W arks 
was to be congratulated in making the firHt step 
towards branch lines an accomplished fact; but 
he considered that it was altogether too much 
of an experiment. He disagreed with the state
ment as to the expense of stations. The 
Minister for \Vorks must remember that the 
great object was to take up traffic as much as 
possible. He said his intention was to hnve 
no stations at all, but only a platform on a 
couple of log-s and a small quantity of ballast. 
He would find that if there was no necessity for 
stations to issue and deliver tickets there would 
at least be for goods sheds ; and it would be as 
well if the Government had made provision at 
the outset for having sheds erected wherever they 
saw there was a possibility of their heing use<i, 
such as at places where roads from agricultural 
districts joined and there was a good deal of 
traffic. Unless facilities were given for farmers 
to put their goods into sheds to await the 
arrival and departure of trains, there would 
be instances where farmers would cart their 
produce into Ipswich, instead of running the 
chance of injuring it by exposure to the weather, 
which might be fair and shining now, but 
which within half-an-hour would bring a 
storm that would de%troy tons of produce. It 
would be as well if the hon. gentleman had 
therefore faced the difficulty of making sheds. 
He could not agree with the hon. gentleman on 
the question of ballast. If they reduced the 
hallast and laid it too thin, they would not only 
find it more expensive in maintenanc<', hut 
that accidents would frequently happen. He 
always understood that a reduction of the bal
last was at the expense of the sleepers. In 
America where there was not much ballast the 
sleepers were closer than they were here, so 
that in 'trying to save on one hand they would 
incur increased expenses on the other. It 
would have been well if the hon. gentleman 
at the outset had taken the advice of his engi-

neers on the que:<tion of l>allast, lest he :<lwu!J 
be making a dear :md fatal experiment. lie 
(Mr. M cLean) would do all he could to as,ist t!J,. 
Government in carrying out the branch-line 
system, because he was one of those who be
lieved that it would not only be a great accom
modation to the colony, hut would soon be a 
consicleralJle means of remuneration. 

The Hox .• J. DOUGLAS sai<l he was g-la<l to 
find that they were at la,st going to have a cheap 
kiiHl of milway made, but he was still a little 
incredulous whether the estimate would be 
reached, and it would have been better if tlwy 
had been provided with distinct data from the 
engineer reporting un it. ·without that they 
would be likely to go ttstmy. In all these ca,es 
it was desirable to ha;-e an estimate in black a11tl 
white from the engineer aK to what he intendetl 
to do in each individual case, and on previous 
occasions that had been done. This scheme 
would no doubt be carried out under favourable 
circumstances; he supposed tlutt there 'nmld 
not ha Ye to be much land purchased, but what 
was purchased must be added to the estimate, so 
that it was not final, although probably it was a 
fair estimate of the construction and cost of the 
rails. He should have been inclined in an ex
periment of this kind to have first arrived at the 
weight of the engine it was intended to nm, 
and in this respect the Minister for \Vurks hac! 
not departed very far from the present estimateH. 
If the line was calculated to run a consolidate<! 
engine weighing 27 tons, it could nt>Yel' be a YPry 
light or chenp line. The estimate uf the cost and 
character of a railway must be gauge< I chiefly by 
the weight of the engine, ami it seemeLl tu him 
that the propo.~ed engine that wouhl have to run 
upon this line, at least on occasions, would re
quire very considerable strength in all the ma
terial employed. He was incredulous, therefore, 
whether it might not ha;-e been lower, say an 
engine not exceeding 1:5 tons, that would have 
enabled the :Minister for \Vorks to estimate a 
different construction altogether. Still, he was 
glad they were going to have lines of that kind 
at such prices as were specified. \Vith regard to 
the ballast, if little "·as used at first the matter 
could be remedied at any time; and, if it were 
found that the ballast originally e,;timated was 
too light, more could be added. Ballast de
pended a good de·al upon the nature of the 
foundation, embankments, cuttings, and snh
structnre in fact ; so that this was very mueh a 
matter of experience. \Vith regard to the loccl
motives, and ''"hat fell from the Premier with 
regard to Arr1erican de~ignecl engine~, the conl
mittee which &at upon the subject last year 
a~.~.certn.inecl, frmn smne correspondence produced, 
that engines could be made in England on the 
American pattern at a lower coKt than in 
America. It seemed that in New Zealand the:-· 
had obtained such engines equally good in every 
way and at a lower price. The American 
1nanufacturers, in ingenuity and adaptation to 
circun1stances, \Vere a long 'vay ahead of Englit::h 
engineers, and the reason assigned by the Prtemier 
why engines \Vere more expen~ive in England thtul 
America was, that although no donbt the J~ng
lish were good mannfactnrers they were he hi i11 

the bonds of the precedents ami customs of the 
great ra,ihvay cmnpanies; aud ~he America~~ w~rl' 
more likely to carry out expenments than .Enghsh 
engineers. 1t would be advantageous if the hou. 
gentleman would inform the House ''"hether the 
Engineer-in-Chief had supplied the total esti
mates both in reference to that and the other 
lines. It was always desirable to get a definite 
statement from the engineer. His credit was then 
involved in working the line up t<> the standard. 
A statement such as that of the hon. gentleman 
to-night was scarcely characterised with the ":tllll' 
definitenes:-: as an e~tin1nte of tlu~ J~ngineer-iu~ 
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Chi~£ would be. If that were obtained the 
HmtKC would have a better guarantee that the 
e8tim:tte would not be exceeded. The estimates 
of :\Ir. ::ltanley, he w~;s inclined to think, had 
lately been well within the mark, and the Hou'e 
might bidy anticipate that they would not be 
led astray. The enginf'ers of the earlier days of 
the colony had, unfortunately, made very loose 
e8timates, but a better syc<tem had been gradu
ally introduced, and the credit of the eng-ineers 
was felt to be to a great extent involved in 
the production of estimates which could be 
thoroughly relied upon. He hoped, therefore, 
that estimates, according to data furnished by 
the Engineer-in-Chief, would be laid on the table 
before the session closed. 

The Hox. G. THOHN said he rose to sa\' a few 
words in support of the motion of the ::\Iinister 
for \Vorks. It would be necessary for the hon. 
gentleman to bear in mind that there was no 
finality in railway construction, and that goods
sheds an<l other additions would probably be re
quirerl. It had been found necessary to provide 
goods-sheds on the \V estern line, and there could 
he no doubt that one would be wanted on the 
l<'assifern line. \Vith regard to the :Fassifern 
line, it was not likely to be a financial success 
unles:-: it were carried some considerable distance 
further, so that it could tap the Fas8ifern Scrub 
when> the most settlement was, and where the 
bi!lk uf the produce of the district was raised. He 
belie,·ecl, hm1·ever, that the line might be made 
wPil within the eBtimate, and that a sufficient sur
pi us would remain to enablethel\Iinister for vV arks 
to carry out that extension. He approved of 
the statement of the Premier with regard to the 
adoption of 40-lb. rails-if the rails were any 
lighter, lighter rolling-stock would have to be 
used and fresh expenditure incurred. With a 
ruling· gradient of 1 in 30, and engines capable 
of drawing 50 tons, all the requirements of that 
district would be served for a considerable time. 
lie held with the Premier that English engines 
were greatly superior to American, but he went 
further, and nmintainecl that those of colonial 
manufacture were superior to either. On the 
\V estern line, the American engine, after nearly 
every trip, harl to go into the repair-shed; the 
English ones le" frequently; but the Queens
bur! engines rarely required repairs. It had 
been shown that engines superior to those im
ported from America or :England, and more 
durable, could be made within the colony, and 
he hoped the Minister for >V orb would revive 
the pra~tice which he (:\Ir. Thorn) had started, 
of making engines in the colonv. The necess:try 
material and the people to make them were 
here. He hoped this motion and those following 
it would pass. 

Mr. KATES said if the Fassifern line were to 
be made a success it would be necessary that 
facilities should be given to the settlers to get 
their produce carried, and therefore the erection 
of good8-sheds would be absolutely nece9sary. 
He knew from experience that farmers on the 
\V estern line often preferred to take their goods 
direct to market rather than carry them five, 
six, or even eight miles, to a railway station. 
Unless goods-sheds were constructed, say at 
every six miles of the line, these branch railways 
would not pay. 

:.rr. MACF ARLANE said he was quite satis
fied with the near prospect of having these 
branch lines made, and he did not intend to rai'e 
small objections. Goods-sheds would no doubt 
be absolutely required as soon as the line was 
opened, and the Minister for \Vorks would most 
probably grant them. \Vhen it was found 
where the traffic was likely to centre earthen 
platforms could be constructed, upon which 
goods-sheds might afterwo.rds he erected, and 

that would be all that would be required for the 
present. vVith regard to ballast, it was impos
sible to say with how little ballast a line might 
be safe ; and as it was only intended that the 
trains on this line should run at the rate of ten 
miles an hour, an experiment might be made in 
some parts of the line of doing without ballast 
altogether. He had recently read some statistics 
with reference to the manufacture of locomotives 
in England and America, tending to show that 
the workman worked harder in America than in 
l<~ngland, though the work done might not 
be so good. '!'hat, if true, might be a reason 
for the comparative cheapness of American 
engines. Experiments had been made in the 
colony with engines of American, English, and 
Queensland make, and it had been generally 
observed that those manufactured at Ipswich 
were mnch superior to the others, and also 
cheaper in the end. They cost more at first, 
but other engines required so much more repair
ing that they were found to be less expensive in 
the long run. It would be worth while to test 
their comparative merits ; and if the colonial
made engines were cheaper it would be a great 
advantage to nse them exclusively, as the em
ployment they would afford, and the increased 
consumption of dutiable goods that would follow, 
would more than compensate for any additional 
cost. He was glad the Minister for Works had 
made a start with the branch lines, and he hoped 
they would be commenced with as much expedi
tion as possible. 

Mr. NORTON said it woulrl. be hardly possible 
to do without some goods-sheds on the line. lf a 
farmer carted his goods four or five miles to the 
rail way, and then found that the train being full 
he had to take them back again, he would hardly 
be likely to make the attempt a second time. He 
did not intend to offer any opposition to the 
motion, but this appeared to him an opportune 
time to suggest that on one of the routes where 
freight would be comparatively light the tram
way system might be initiated. In many places 
on the continent of Europe, in England and in 
New Zealand, Sydney and South Australia, 
tramways were in use principally for passenger 
traffic, and he did not see why they should not 
also be used to carry goods. He understood that 
on the proposed lines the lightest engines nsecl 
would be 27~ tons-the consolidated Balclwin, 
capable of drawing 51 tons; whereas on the 
Cassel Company's tramway, to which reference 
had before been made, the engines were only 
7! tons in full working order, and were capable 
of carrying a load of 12 tons at the rate of 
10~ miles an hour. An experiment with a tram
way of that description might very well be tried, 
and if it were successful the system might be ex
tended. It was only by the adoption of some such 
system that the wants of the colony in the way of 
branch lines could be carried out for many years 
to come. He believed, however, that-from 
what cause he did not know-the first cost of 
constructing the tramway lines was rather more 
than that of ordinary lines. The line laid clown 
in Sydney had involved an enormous expendi
ture; but that was because, the line being 
in the main street, th@ roadway on either side 
had to be laid down very carefully to prevent 
obstruction of the ordinary traffic. N otwithstand
ing that heavy expenditure, however, the line 
gave a net return, for the first three months, of 
331, per cent., according to the report of the gen
tle;nan who had charge of it. The leader of the 
Opposition had referred to the great clanger, in 
running ordinary engines along the roads, of 
frightening horses, thereby causing accidents. 
This difficulty was obviated in the case of the 
engines made by Merryweather and Co., which 
were entirely concealed in a wooden casing, thQ 
top of the funnel only being visible, They w11re 
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very small, no smoke or Hteam was emitted, :md 
when in motion they only made a rumbling 
sound which had no effect upon horses. InXew 
Zealand, he had been informed, the tramway 
engines travelled very rapidly, and could pull up 
in their own length to take a passenger. Those 
on the Continent were provided with the patent 
shut-off brake which prevented the driver from 
exceeding the regulation speed. On the Cassel 
line the engines were very small and very strong; 
the steepest gradient on the line was 1 in 16~; 
on some portions of the line the gradient was 1 
in 18; and on a great part it was 1 in 35. 
One portion of the line within a comparatively 
short distance forms a complete letter S curve, 
whilst the gradient was 1 in 18, and yet there 
was not the slightest difficulty in running the 
train up it. It was quite evident, therefore, that 
with a light €ngine and light carriages and trucks 
it would not be necessary to cut down a line to 
anything like the level they were obliged to 
adopt under the present system, and that instead 
of having a gradient of 1 in 30, which was that 
named by the Minister for Works, they could 
have 1 in 20 without any reduction of speed. 
He did not wish to press the hon. Minister for 
Works too much in this matter, but he referred 
to it in order that the matter might receive 
consideration before a number of the proposed 
branch lines could possibly be carried out. On 
the particular line under consideration they 
might have heavier work, but on some of the 
other lines he did not see why the experiment 
should not be tried. \Vith regard to rails, he 
believed the rail in Sydney, called the Larsen, 
need be used only on . .roads along which 
there was a great deal of traffic, and that in 
country roads the ordinary rail was sufficient, 
and would do in this colony if the roads were 
kept in the same state as ordinary country roads 
were. That, of course, would reduce the cost 
considerably; and, taking into account the 
greater gradient that could be used, he was in
clined to think that all these tramways could 
be constructed as cheaply as ordinary tram 
lines. He hoped the hon. Minister for \Vorks 
would consider the matter, and that one line at 
least would be constructed on the principle he 
(:VIr. Norton) had mentioned. 

Mr. FRASER thought that the Minister for 
\Vorks was to be congratulated on having taken 
the initiative in inaugurating a cheap system of 
railways. Respecting ballast and that sort of 
thing, he {Mr. J:<'raser) was unable to express an 
opinion, but he presumed that it was possible for 
this colony to do what had been done elsewhere. 
It was singular to notice how very slow they 
were to seize on an example set to them by coun
tries where an experiment had been successfully 
carried out. The hon. Minister for \V orks had 
expressed a desire to limit roadside stations to a 
certain extent, but he was quite sure that the 
hon. gentleman would find that a branch line 
would be of very little success unless he provided 
sheds at certain distances for the reception of 
produce. He thought the hon. gentleman had 
already found the necessity of them, as he hail 
had to erect sheds at Goodna, Bundanba, Rose
wood, and other places. His (Mr.J:<'raser's) object 
in rising, however, was not so much in reference 
to those matters as to say a few woril.s with 
respect to the construction of engines. There 
appeared to be an infatuation on the part of 
some hon. members for American manufactured 
engines. He thought that they were specially 
indebted to the Americans for showing them 
how engines could be adapted to a new country, 
but at the same time he thought they were in a 
position to try and manufacture their own en
gines. He was not an ail.vocate for having that 
done in the Government workshops at Ipswich, 
:Ls he thought that those shops shoulit be em-

ployed simply in attending to repairs to engin~s : 
but there were several engineering finns in the 
colony which should be quite competent to turn 
out locomotives, ttnd he was sure that if they 
were left in the hands of those firms and they 
were supplied with plans in the way stated 
by the Premier that evening, they would bE' 
able to carry them out satisfactorily and 
quite equal both as regarded quality and price 
to those imported from America. The Minister 
for \Vorks might, perhaps, get engines from 
America cheaper than he could have them manu: 
facturecl here; but, although he (~Ir. Fraser) 
was not an ad ,-ocate for protection, he thought 
that there were circumstances under which tlwy 
were justified in giving work of this kind to tlwir 
O"\Vll tnanufacturers. 

Mr. DICKSO:L\ said he rose simply to express 
his gratification that the Government were at 
last alive to the necessity of constructing branch 
railways-a policy the wisdom of which had 
been forced upon them so often by the Oppo
sition. He was glad to see that the continued 
expostulations of the Opposition had at last had 
such a satisfactory result; and on th"t grouncl 
he was glad to congratulate the hon. Minister 
for \Vorks on having become a convert, notwith
standing that the speech which had been made 
that evening by the hon. gentleman was an ex
tremelv cautious and timid one. The Government 
had aflast recognhed the fact that the country 
generally demanded these branch milways, and 
had at last acceded to the demand. But if the 
Government had been impressed with the neces
sity of branch lines in this colony, ancl intended 
to carry out the policy in a manner that would 
enable it to he tested in its best light, they 
would not have contented themselves with the 
small measure of branch-line policy ,vhich was 
shadowed forth in the resolutions on the 1nminess 
paper. It was his intention to support tht> 
motions for making the J:<'assifern and also thP 
Toowoomba and Grow's Nest lines, and he was 
glad to see that the Government had become 
converts tc. these matters und had asked tlw 
House to sanction these lines, which he be
lieved would prove mmt satisfactory. He 
did not intend to enter into details of con
struction, but he must say that he rather agreed 
with the Minister for \Vorks, that it would 
be desirable to have 411-lb. rails, the i'ttme as 
on other lines, as it was reasonable to suppose 
that traffic would increase on the branch line,;, 
and, therefore, it was best to have a line con
structed with a view to future increased traftk. 
He wished to know, however, why no signs 
had been made of carrying ont a most important 
branch line in the district represented by the hon. 
member for J\Ioreton and himFelf. How was it 
that nothing was said about a branch line to the 
Bald Hills or Oaboolture, which was one of the 
oldest farming districts'/ If the Government 
possessed machinery for constructing lines on an 
economical basis, like the proposed line to l<'assi
fern, then the line he (~lr. Dickson) had referred 
to should not be neglected. He knew that the 
MiniHter for \Vorks would say that the resnmp
tion of lands would be too expensiYe, am! 
that the matter mnst remain in abeyance for 
the present ; but had not the House fnrnisheci 
the hon. gentleman with the mean" of avoiding 
such heavy cost dnring the last week? That 
objection was therefore taken away from the 
hon. gentle1nan ; and considering that a ~mr
vey had been made of a line, and that a smn 
of £50,000 had been voter! for its construction, 
he must say that he was not a believer in tllP 
sincerity of the GoYernmeut as regarded hranch 
lines when they omitted all mention of that 
particular line. He should have likerl to haw 
heard the hon. gentleman in<licate in his speech 
that the lines mentioned on the notice paper 
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were nut all the branch lineR he intended to move 
for Juring the pre8ent se~Bion; and tlmt those 
lines to which the sanction of Parliament had 
already been given woulu be carried out without 
delay. He hoped to hear from the hon. gentle
man that his (.:'dr. Dickson's) surmi8es were mis
taken, and th'at his constituency, and that of 
the hon. member for l\Ioreton, were tlhmght 
hy the hon. gentleman to be as much entitlecl to 
have their necessities comidered as the clistricts 
for which lines were now under consider"tion. 
If the money had not been voted la~t session, he 
(~Ir. Dickson) would not have referred to these 
particular lines, hut the m01wy having been 
voted, he considered that the Government 
should hn,ve given some assurance of their sin
cerity to construct them when proceeding >Yith 
the lines referred to in the resolutions. 

Mr. ARCHER said the hon. member had per
suaded himself that the Government had at last 
adopted the policy of the Opposition in proposing 
the,,e branch lines: butitwasnothis(Mr. Archer's) 
intention to speak on that matter, but to refer to 
remarks which had been made as to the sort 
of carriages which should run on those lines. 
It had been stated by many hon. members 
that they were anxious that they should not 
be constructed in America, but in this colony; 
and one hon. Ii1ember had gone to the length of 
saying that he believed that they could be made 
as cheaply here, if not cheaper, than they could 
be imported. But when the committee which 
sttt last year took evidence on that question, 
there was not a manufacturer who was examined 
who did not state that a carriage made here 
would cost 50 per cent. more than it would at 
home. But there were other things to be con
sidered. "When they had their engines made at 
hon1e, there 'vere plan:-; accompanying then1 ; 
and without saying anything against the colonial 
workshops, they could not possibly have the 
same experience of plans, as every year fresh 
improvements were being made, aml if they 
were not proved to he failures they were adopted 
by the }~nglish manufacturers. Thus it would 
be quite impossible for the colony to compete 
with the improvements made in England every 
year. The hon. member for Northern Downs 
(:\Ir. Thorn) seem<'d to think that they had 
already manufactured locomotives at the Ipswich 
workshops, but they had not clone so ; all they 
had done was merely to use up the duplicates of 
engines sent out from Englancl and make their 
own boiler:<. All the difficult parts of the engine 
had been imported from J~ngland ; and if they 
commenced the manufacture of engines they 
would not only still have to import many parts 
of them, but also to introduce many new tools. 
If he was not mistaken, the foreman of the shops, 
who was examined, stated that eYen after using 
the duplicate parts of engines imported from 
England, the cost of making a locomotive here 
was 50 per cent. in favour of the imported 
engine. As to the question which had been 
raised with regard to ~\..Inerican and J~nglish 
engines, the Premier had informed them that if 
they wanted engines from Americn, to suit their 
lines they should send home plans, hut that 
had never been done; but engines had been sent 
out from a stock consisting, perhap,, of several 
hundreds of the same pattern, whilst, with 
regard to English engines, they were made 
11ccording to plans and specifications sent home. 
If plans were sent to England, and the manu
facturers there were asked to send what ex
perience had proved to be the best engines, 
:tud those engines were on arrival found to 
suit us, the manufacturer would be able to 
make all his tools to suit that particular descrip
tion of engine. They should not allow America 
to bind the colony to any particula,r engine, but 
Bend to England for en,;inc•,; specially ordered. 

He was satisfied from what he had seen and 
heard that the ]~nglish engine required less re
pairs than the American. For those reasons 
they should not pay 50 and probably 75 per cent. 
more than they could get engines from England 
for. J!"ifty per cent., at any rate, was mentioned 
by Mr. "Walker, of Maryborough, who had pro
bably as fine a foundry and engineers' shop as 
anyone in the colony. Before they thought of 
making their own engines, let them get from Eng
land the hest type that could be supplied with
out sending an order for any special type-only 
ordering the be,t, and giving the size and the 
power wanted. If they did that, aut! trusted to 
first-rate mmmfacturers, they would get engines 
cht·aper and better, 11nd engines thn.t would last 
longer than any others they could get. 

Question put and passed. 

TOOWOO:VTBA TO CRO\V'S NEST HAIL
WAY. 

Mr. :MACBOSSAN said that with regard to 
the next motion referring to the plans, sections, 
and books of reference of the line from Ton
woomba to Crow's Nest, he W>ts sorry he could 
not say as much for this line as for that just 
passed. Hon. members would recollect the 
line had been surveye<l un a resolution passed 
by the House in August, 1878, on thtl 
motion of the present Minister for Lands that a 
line shoulcl be surveyed from Toowoomha to 
Crow',; Nest da :Vferingandan. It was an un
fortunate thing that the resolution was cn,rrie<l 
in the way it was, because it had hampered the 
survey of the line by saying that any line 
between Toowoomba and Crow's Nest should 
go by :VIeringandan. The consequence had 
been that they >vere obliged to descend so as 
to ascend. Hon. members were aware that 
Toowuomb" was some conRiderable distance 
lower than the summit of the Hange at Harlax
tou. Then from Toowoomba to the point of 
deviation from the main line there was another 
descent; the total tlf\,cent from the summit of 
the Hange at Harlaxton being 250 feet. 'Vhen 
in ren,lity they should be ascending all the time 
to reach Crow's Nest, they had to go over an 
elevate<l point 140 feet above the summit of the 
Range at H arlaxton, and instead of keeping on 
the height when there they had to go 250 feet 
below, which neceseitated a rise of 400 feet from 
the point of departure to the highe't point of the 
line at Crow's Nest. This would cause the line 
to be more costly than the estimate, which, as 
hon. members might see by referring to the 
motion of last year, was £2,500 a-mile. He 
believed it would hardly be possible to keep 
to £2,i\OO a-mile, even on the most favour
able route they could find. It would be im
possible to keep to £4,500 by the route as 
surveyed. If they took the iine from Har
laxton and tried to get to the main road 
as soon as possible, it "'ould be possible to make a 
line for £3,500 a-mile. 'l'hat, however, would be 
determined by survey. Such was his opinion, 
and he had been over the country, although it 
was about twelve months ago. Speaking from 
recollection, the rise was only 143 feet from Har
laxton, and they could very likely get a line for 
that price by using the main road as much as 
possible. The result of the cramping survey 
which made it compulsory to go by Meringandan 
had been that the average amount of earth works 
per mile was nearly three times as much as the 
11verage on the line just passed, or 9,000 cubic 
yards per mile ; and the ebtimated cost per mile 
for the short distance of about 10 miles was 
£4,42\l, or n, total cost of £43,193. The House 
authorised the construction of 30 miles; but the 
plan laid on the table was for a distance of n 
little under 10 miles. Bei<ides the <lisarlvantag<"s 
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he had Rtated of being oblige<! to deRCe!lll "'far 
to ren.oh Crow's N eRt, and then being eompelle<l 
to ascend aftenmrus to a heig·ht of 400 feet in a 
distance of :!ii miles, there was a further disad
va~rt_age, as shown in a petition presente<l by the 
::1-Irmster for Lands from settlerH livin" alon<>· the 
line of survey, not as proposecl bv tl~e pla~t on 
the table, but by a route conten1platecl by the 
peoplethenmelYeR. The petition referrhl"to the 
plans on the table, sai<l- ' "' 

"'l'hnt for a dbtmwc of twelYe miles there arC' only 
~ix. or ~eYen sett l~·r~. neitliCl' of whom i:-> P11gagpd ii1 
a,t,'1'wnltural pnrl:'tlli~. 

"That for the ahove diktanre of twelve mile::-: therP b 
uo likelihood. o!' a!l agrienlturalvopnlation l>Ping ~et tled 
on the land, 1t hemg only snitahle for pa:-otora1 plll'}JOf'e~. 

"That, nt a largf' public~ men1in•'~" helfl at (;ehnmon the 
22nd day or Xon•mber. 1~79, at \'\'hlch nwr(• tlmn rllrre 
hundred bona fidt- .-.:ettlers attended., resolnt1on:- were 
prrs:.;cd nearly m1auimonsly in fa Your of a new ~mTeY. 

"That.at th~ nlJm·e meeting the Jollowing rPsolulion 
wa~ carried \Yttlwnt opposition, yiz. :--

'''That this meeting would suggest that tlw line :-.honl<l 
he ~m·veyNl . and eon~trnrted :.-o that aflpr pas~ing 
::uermgnndnn 1t would re~JPh the main IIighfiPlds 1'i1ad 
nt or near the Court -hou~e. FiYe-mile Camp, pnri~h of 
Geham, aml follmv a~ near ns praetieahle the t'mmnit of 
the rm•ge at Crow's Nest. • " 

Hon. memherR who had YiRited that part of the 
country would kn<lW that the lllain road ra.n 
~tlong the Knnunit of the rangt'. The pt:>titinn 
went on to say-

:· That .rour petitioner~ 1it1lll,r be lien~ 1 hat h.r tnkiug 
th1s route the whole traftl<' of the Uistrict would not 
only be tapped. hut that tbere would be a areat ~avilw 
in the eost of constrnl'tion. owin.Q:", in the ti~:-:t pl~('e, t~ 
lhe almost level nature of the laud. :md. in the &won cl 
p_hu•e, it '~'onld 1:;1a::-:~ through an nnlimited quantity or 
tnnber suitable tor 1t:.: con::-:trnction. 

"That your petitioner~ learn that a t'f''ittnre ~nrvev 
for u probable alternative route 'L'ia Geham Creek and 
mai_n ro~d has been mafle; but in their opinion, though 
a slight Improvement on the firHt, it is not at all a :-:nit
able survey." 

The petition waH numerously si"ned and 
a'ked for a ~urvey to be made with the ;iew of 
constructing the railwav in accordance with the 
resolution. In the_ face of the vpry much in
creased cost of tb e hne over the estimated cost 
as proposed by the GoYernment last year and in 
the face of that petition, he could not i'o";ihly 
recommenr~ ~o the. House the adoption of this 
route. H1s mtentwn WlLR to \Yith<lraw the reso
lution, and to have a snrvev nm<le if the House 
would permit him-for of course he would take 
the approval of the House to what he was about 
to propose as his authorit~· for having- a snrvev 
m::de from Harlaxton to Crow's l'\e,,t. By s'o 
domg they would have only 143 feet to rise to 
rench the highest summit of the Main Range. 
He t~erefore thought he was justified in 
supposmg that he coulrl construct a line 
which would r;ree~ the requirements of the 
people of the chstrtct, and be very little above 
the estimated cost of last year. He would 
therefore withdraw this motion prmnisin" to 
make an immediate fmrvey of the route f~·om 
Harlaxton to Crow's Nest; keeping as much as 
possible along the main road and on the summit 
of the range. 

Mr. GRIFFITH said tha,t the hon. gentleman 
h::cl no right to. get up and make a long speech 
'V.'~h~mt concludmg wrth a motion. He (Mr. 
Gnffith) should have liked. himself to have had 
an opportunity of saying "somethi~g upon this 
matter. 

The MIXISTER J?OR \YORKS : It was in 
explanation. 

The SPEAKER : The hon. ::\Iinister for 
\Vorks is entitled to make an explanation and 
th.en withdraw his motion. If the hon. memher 
wrshes to speak he can move the adiourmnent of 
the House; · 

Mr. UROO::\I "'id he would 'inove the ad
journment of the House so as to have the oppor
tunity of asking the Minister for \Vorks to 
seriously consi<ler wh"t it was he contemplated. 
He knew the district thoroughly, and had known 
it for the last eighteen vears ; and, knowing it 
familiarly, he would tell the hon. gentleman that 
the idea of hking the railway from Harlaxton 
along the ::\fain llange to Crow's Nest was the 
greN,test ahsurdity he ever heard of. The thing 
coni<! not possibly be done. It was true that 
Harlaxtou was the highest point of the Range, 
but from there they would have to make a 
gmclual ascent still further. Then they would 
come to a place marked on the old map of Too
WO<Jm ba, and on the survey of New South \V ale>•, 
aiHl which was at prese•nt callecl Stony Pinch. 
Here there was a steep ascent, up which it would 
be iml"'"sihle to carry a railway, and when they 
reached the top of that there was still another as
cent. Altogether, the project was an utterly im
practicable one. In a private conversation he had 
with Mr. Thorneloe Smith, the engineer, that 
gentleman said it would be impossible to take a 
railway in that direction unless they repeated 
the difficulties encountered in ascending the 
::\Iain Range. If the line was carried out as pro
posed, they would have to start from Harlaxton 
antl cut in and out arnong the ridgeR in order to 
reach a certain bit of country. \Vhen the mem
ber for AuJ,igny, ll<lW the Minister for Lands, 
moved the t'ancPllation of the resolution which 
propose<! a branch line frolll Highfields to the 
top of the Hange--

'l'he l\IINIHTEE FOil LAXDS: Highfields 
ltailway Station. 

}Jr. GROOM said he ought to have said 
from Highfields Railway Station to the top of 
the Range. The difficulty of reaching this place 
from Toowoomba was pointed out at the time 
to which he referred, and, according to the 
engineers, the scheme was pronounced impracti
cable, except at an expense which the Ho1,1se 
would scarcely support-- something between 
seven or eight thousand pounds a-mile. The 
motion of the hon. member was that the line 
should pass from Toowoomba to Crow's Nest, 
but that was a misleading idea. The line would 
not start from Toowoomha, for it was a great dis
tance beyond what was callecl Cranley's Crossing, 
where they struck off amongst a clasR of se~tlers 
really deserving of railway communication, owing 
to the peculiar nature of the country and the 
roads along which they had to ]wing their produe<> 
to market. The ::\>Iinister for \Vorks, at the pre
sent time, was certainly doing himself an injustice 
if he altogether withdrew the motion. His advice 
would he to let the motion pass to the extent 
marked on the plans, which was 9 miles 63 
chains distance. Tf the hon. gentleman proposed 
this reRolution and promised the House to carry 
the works on to that point, something might be 
done. Such a line would be quite enough for a 
time, and the works would give employment to 
a great number of men. He was morally certain 
from his own knowledge of the district that if he 
proposed to take the line along the natural surface 
of the road hewoulcl find it perfectly impracticable, 
for the first five or six miles at least. The natural 
features of the country would not admit of it, 
however anxious he might he to construct railways 
cheaply. He was quite prepared to support the 
hon. gentleman's proposition in the abstract, and 
had made the remarks he had from his intimate 
knowledge of the district, and not from any 
antagonistic motive. The hon. gentleman no 
doubt had considered that the expense pointed out 
in the petition was one which it would not be 
right to ask the House to sanction, and at the 
same time he no doubt felt that the claim of the 
300 SB+.tle1.·r, 1-vh(_l r,igned the petition \Va~ t:nH:" 
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that should he considered. The hon. gentleman 
would really tlo himself no harm, hut, on the 
contr11ry, would do justice to everyLo<ly c·on
cerned if he would take his line to the · creek 
indic11ted on the plans, and leave the after
part to he decided at some future time. 

TheMINISTEit FOlt LAJ'\DS (Mr. Perkins) 
said he could assure the House that the interests 
and wishes of the people of Highfields, Merin
gandan, an<l Ch·ow's Nest had been carefully con
sidered before the course now before the House 
had been planned. It was quite unnecessary for 
11n hon. member to g·et up and discuss the sub
ject from a narrow, local standpoint, Lecause the 
experience of others went considerably bevond 
places like Stony Pinch, and extended all' over 
the district. There was a great desire to have 
this railway, if there were to be anv Lranch lines 
made at all. He, in common ;,.;th his col
leagues, believed that if there were any Lranch 
lines at all that would pay this was one of them, 
and if he was not sure of that he would not have 
taken the action he did two orthree sessions ago. As 
a preface to any remarks he might make, he would 
express a hope that when branch surveys were 
undertaken again they would be undertaken in a 
different manner than had been the case for 
S?me time. The fact was that the survey of this 
hne had extended over such a lengthened period 
of time that, with all his efforts to ascertain an 
approximate idea of the cost, it was only lately 
that he could do so. There were neither plans 
nor other information to be had until within a 
few months, or even weeks, ago. \Vho was to 
blame he did not pretend to say, but he could 
only remark that if railway surveys generally 
were spread over the same length of time, 
with the same staff and the same difficulties 
and delays that had overtaken the survey of 
this line, there would be very little railway con
struction indeed anywhere. There must be 
blame somewhere, and he trusted the blame 
would fall upon those who deserved it. He had 
been naturally, from his acquaintance with the 
district, very anxious about the matter. He 
had his own opinion about the staff, a11<l was 
glad that at anyrate the long-desired information 
was forthcoming. ~When the resolution authoris
ing the survey passed the House, it was at the 
request of large meetings held at Highfields 
~Ieringandan, and other places, and it wtts i~ 
pursuance of those resolutions, and at the 
express wish of. the promoters of the meetings, · 
that the motron was tabled in the way 
it passed the House-namely, that a survey 
be authorised from Toowoomba to Crow's Nest 
vi<l11eringandan. In fact, there was no ttlter
native but to carry out that survey, and if it had 
been done in ttn expeditious manner others might 
have been made in other directions before now · 
but he regretted to ~ay this had not been done: 
Following upon this, when the discovery was 
made that this railway instead of passing by 
Geham would pass some miles away from it 
action was tttken by the inhabitants of the dis: 
trict, and the consequence was that the petition 
read by the ::\finister for \Y orks was drawn up. 
The House would gather from this that there 
was a considerable conflict of opinion in the dis
trict as to the course the railway should take. 
There was no doubt that the railway should be 
made to Crow's Nest : about that there was no 
conflict of opinion, but as to the course of the 
line there was, and there had been from the 
moment the idea was initiated. However he 
felt it to be his duty to call the attention of the 
Minister for \Vorks to this petition which he had 
been asked to present, and in doing so he believed 
the petitioners had considerable doubt as to 
whether he would present it. Nevertheless he 
determined to do it, and would do so, so long as 
it Wail. respectfully worded, even if it had been a 
detition f<.'r hi~ own expul~ion from the .l:I<m~"' 

The nature of the petition the House would 
gather from the extracts that had been read by 
his hon. colleague, and the pith of it was tlmt 
the petitioners complained-they being best ac
quainted with the matter-that the railway 
would pass through a considerable amount of 
country where no farming existed. He (Mr. 
Perkins) must say he was surprised to hear that 
statement, because he knew to the contrary. 
He knew from his O\\ n knowledge that farm
ing- did exist in Meringamlan, though whether it 
existed in the immediate neighbourhood of the 
line of railway, as surveyed, he would not say. 
He had not been over the survey himself, hut 
his own belief was that there was not a 
place in the colony where farming was more 
likely to be successfully prosecuted than along 
that line. Railway plans were very decep
tive to most people except professional men. 
There were many natural difficulties to be en
countered, and there were differences of opinion 
amongst the peopl~ who would be benefited by 
the railway. It unfortunately happened that 
when a line of railway was projected the people 
who ,,-ere unanimous as to the desirability of 
constructing the line quarrelled amongst them
selves as to the route. Each man wanted the 
railway to pass his door, or else he agitated for tt 
station in his neighbourhood. The same thing 
happened in the other colonies. He thought it 
would be well to mention a few facts which the 
Minister for \Vorks had perhaps not made suffi
ciently clear. The summit of the range which 
the line would have to cross was 2,003 feet high. 
The line commenced at a height of 1,746 feet, 
then descended to 1, 628 feet-the crossing at Ge
ham Creek. The summit of the line 3 miles from 
Crow's Nest was 2,143~ feet high, or 515~ feet 
above the lowest point. He desired that fact to be 
particularly impressed on hon. members. The 
substantial reason he had for agreeing to the 
course which had been taken by his colleagues 
w~Ls, that he thought that the wear and tear on a 
line having such steep ascents and descents 
would be very great, and that but very small 
loads could be carried over it. In addition to 
that the people oLjected to the line, and they 
were Louncl to respect the opinions of the people 
expressed by petitions to the House. It had 
been decided that a railway should go to 
Crow's Nest, but the route which it should 
take was another matter. Although he did 
not profess to be an engineer, he denied 
that there would be any difficulty in get
ting round the pinch which had been indi
cated. He believed that if the line were kept on 
the high ground the difficulties mentioned would 
be overcome. The Minister for \Vorks had 
promised that an immediate survey of the line 
would be undertaken, and on that understanding 
he consented to the course which it was proposed 
to take. He was desirous that the railway should 
be made to Crow's Nest, and if any hon. member 
had any doubt as to the advisability of it he 
should advise him to go and see the traffic over 
the road, and, by contritsting it with the traffic in 
other parts of the colony, he was certain the 
doubt would soon be removed. He regretted 
that circumstances had rendered it necessary 
that such a course should be adopted. It had 
been decided that branch railways should be 
constructed at a cost of £2,500 per mile, and if 
the cost would amount to £4,300 per mile the 
natural consequence would be that they would 
have no railways at all. It had been promised 
that action and energy should be thrown into 
the new surveys, ttnd he was quite sure that the 
result of that would be that the end desired 
would be obtained much sooner than it would be 
otherwise. 

Mr. GRIFI!'ITH said he must confess that he 
was puzzled. It seemed as though they were 
h!!.ving n; dr.q.111;1, \n whi0h th~ ~finist'Ct fol.· 
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\Vorks and the Minister for Lands were posing 
in the chief parts. There seemed to be two 
factions in the electorate of Aubigny, and both 
had to be propitiated. \Vhat had been the 
performance which they had witnessed 'I On the 
4th of August the Minister for \Vorks, represent
ing the Government, laid upon the table plans, 
sections, and book of reference of a line of rail
way from Toowoomha to Grow's K<>st. One 
would imagine when the Minister for \Vorks did 
that that the Government had determined that 
it was a proper thing to make the railway, and 
that, with all the information which tht"y had at 
their disposal, they were satisfied that the par
ticular route stated was the best that could he 
adopted. On the 13th of September the Minister 
for \Vorks gave notice that he would move that 
the House approve of those plans. To-day the 
.i\Iinister got up, and, beginning in a mild, apolo
getic manner, said that the line was not as good 
as the last one ; as he went on he appeared to 
doubt whether the line ought to he made, and he 
wound up by showing conclusively that it ought 
not to be made under any circumstances, and natur
ally he withdrew the motion. It was s:tid that 
the route proposed was surveyed some time ago, 
and what puzzled him was, that after finding the 
route was unsatisfactory the Government actu
ally laid the plans on the table and gave notice 
of motion for their approval. The Minister for 
\Vorks did not seem to know anything about the 
line. He said that it would be 9 miles long, and 
yet that for 12 miles of it there was no settle
ment. On referring to the plans he (:Mr. 
Griffith) found the line was 24 miles long, and 
not 9, as the Minister had stated. He was 
bewildered; there was evidently some hidden 
information. 

The MI~ISTER FOR LANDS said that the 
Minister for \Vorks was referring to the snr
veyed portion of the line when he talked about 
9 miles. 

Mr. GRIFFITH said he should like to know 
whether the 9 miles were at the beginning, the 
end, or the middle of the line. He could 
not comprehend the matter at all. It clearly 
showed, at any rate, that the Government had 
not quite made up their mind about the line, or 
else they were playing a part which was supposed 
to he of use to someone, but which he must 
confess he could not see. As to the relative 
merits of the different routes, he must acknow
ledge that he could not express an opinion. 
Another extraordinary thing in connection with 
the matter was that money was not available for 
a line of 25 miles in length-to cost £4,500 a
mile. A sum of £30,000 had been voted for a 
line 12 miles in length-that was from Too
woomba to Highfields, about half-way. He 
thought the country ought to be told why 
valuable time should be wasted in this remark
:tble manner. A great deal of time had been 
wasted this session, hut certainly not by the 
Opposition. He did not think that such a pro
ceeding as that which had occurred ought to be 
passed without comment. 

The PRBMIER said the only fault he could 
find with the Minister for W arks was that he 
had given a great deal too much information. 
Had he contented himself with simply giving 
the very sound reason he did give for withdraw
ing the motion, there would have been a great 
deal less talk from the other side. The whole 
matter was perfectly plain. The House last 
year, on the Loan Estimates, consented to the 
expenditure of a certain sum of money for the 
purpose of making a railway from Toowoomha 
to Highfields; but that was to a certain ex
tent hampered by a motion carried the pre
vious year that a certain sum should be 
spent on a survey from Toowoomha to Grow's 
Nest. That was actuallv carried out, although 

it had been <lone w slowly that it had only 
recently come hefure the :Minister for \V arks, 
and he could not ask the sanction of the 
House to it because it wou!O. cost double the 
amount that it would cost if taken by another 
route. The line granted last year was not 
hampered by the condition that it should go by 
Grow's Kest and l\Ieringandan. As it was ex
tremely prohttble that they could get a much 
better line by another route, the l\linister for 
\Vorks had adopted a reasonable course in with
drawing the motion until another survey was 
made. As soon as that was done, plans would 
be hid on the tahle and the sanction of the 
House asked for. The success of branch rail
ways depended on keeping them within the 
limits marked out by l'arliament. That that 
was the intention of the l\Unistry was clearly 
proved hy what they had <lone to-night. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said the complaint they had 
made was that the Minister for ·works had not 
satisfied himself on the matter before he placed 
his motion on the paper :1t alL Surely, on the 
expenditure of so large a sum of money the hou. 
gentleman ought to have a clear idea of his 
estimates ; and, as he had remarked with 
regard to the Fassifern line, they ought to 
have defined estimates from the Engineer-in
Chief, in the first instance, in the form of a 
report to the :Minister for \Vorb, and through 
him to Parliament. The :Minister was bound 
to secure the best advice he could, and no 
doubt did so ; but why did he put the motion 
on the table when the whole matter was in such 
an immature condition ? The resolution of two 
years ago, which had been referred to, under 
which a branch line from Highfields up to the 
Range was done away with, simply bound the 
Government of the time being to secure a survey 
from Toowoomba to Grow's Nest. That had been 
done and the information made available to the 
Department of Works. The subsequent authority 
of Parliament for a line from Toowoomba to 
Highfields 'vaived that original demand, to a 
great extent. His idea was that the hon. gentle
man had in some inscrutable manner to propi
tiate his colleague, the Minister for Lands. But 
it was no use trifling with the time of the House. 
A Minister should hold himself above the in
fluence of petitioners-of small cliques of persons 
who had their own ends to serve. The question 
was, how the thing was to be done hest and 
cheapest. He trusted the details of the other 
railways which were to come on for discussion 
would 'be more accurate than those given in the 
present case. 

Mr. THORN" said he would take advantage of 
the motion for adjournment to say a few words. 
He believed locomotives could be manufactured 
in the colony at something like only 15 per cent. 
over the English price. 

Mr. DO"GGLAS : 25 per cent. 
Mr. THOl'tN said with all due deference to 

the hon. member, they could be manufactured 
here for 15 per cent. As to the Highfields line, 
he highly approved of it, and wondered at the 
Government withdrawing it. It ought not to b(' 
withdrawn, for withdrawal meant an indefinite 
postponement of the question. Outside the 
House it was said that the Government did not 
intend to go on with the southern branch lines, 
but that the Clermont branch, sixty or seventy 
miles in length, would receive all their attention. 
The amount voted for that line-only £50,000-
would go a very small way indeed towards its 
construction. \Vhere were the Government going 
to get the rest of the money from? vVhy did not 
they bring down the plans for the South Brisbane 
line? That line and the Clermont line would be 
two of the best-paying lines in the colony, and they 
ought both to be constructed together. Another 
complaint made by people out of doors was that 
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the Government, while pushing on the K orthern 
and Uentml lines, did not intend to extend the 
!"nuthern trunk lines. The House ought to 
know whether it was intended to go on with the 
Southern line. He did not care whether it went 
to :\litchell or Cunnamnlla, or anywhere else, so 
long as it tapped the splendid country west and 
south-west of Homa. Surely, the Government 
were not going to stop all the public works in the 
South with the exception of a little branch line 
which would employ little or no labour! Let 
them make the Sandgate line, or the \V arwick 
and Killarney line, and other branch lines for 
the South which the House had already sanc
tioned, and which were far better than the 
1 pswich and Fassifern line. He could s0arcely 
believe the Government were sincere in their 
railway policy for the southern part of the 
colony, but he trusted to be undeceived by 
hearing the Government ask for sanction for the 
Randgate line before many days were over. 

:\lr. KAT:ES saitl he thought the ::\Iinister 
for \Vorks had acted very wieely in withdraw
ing the motion, if it were true that there were 
300 settlers who said the survey, as laid on the 
tttble, would only benefit half-a-dozen other 
"ettlers for a rlistance of twelve miles, while if 
the line was made on the other sirle, the 300 
settlers would be benefited. Bmnch lines shoultl 
only be taken through thickly populated districts; 
and in this instance, seeing that it would be 
necessary to make a fresh survey, the :\Iinister 
for \Vorks had acted Yery wb;elv in withdmwing 
the motion. · 

Mr. G ROO:\I said there were one or two points 
he would like to clear up, as there seemed to lJe 
a misapprehension in some hon. members' minds 
on this question. He had receive£\ a letter from 
the petitioners a•ldng him to assist the hon. 
member for Aubigny, and they also informed 
him that they had no objection to the snrvey as 
it was at present as far as the 9 mile G3 chain 
peg. },s to there being only a dozen settlers 
nlong the first 9 miles, it was absurd to think so. 
1t was heyond the 9-mile point towards Grow's 
X est that there were only a dozen settlers ; but 
if a deYiation were made to the right to the :Five
mile Camp it would reach a thickly-settled popu
lation. If the motion were withdrawn a great 
injustice would he done to the district, and 
one from which it would take a long time to 
recover. It would be said, and said with justice, 
that a railway would never be formed to Grow's 
Nest. He was quite sure that everyone who 
knew the district would agree with him that from 
the natural formation of the country no railway 
coulrl he formed under £4,000 or £:3,000 a-mile. 
If the railway was not to be constructed unless it 
cost not more than £2,500 a-mile, he was as con
fident as he stood there that it would never be 
made. If they would look at the plans as they were 
on the table, they would see that the first !) miles 
of the railway passed through a country that was 
populated by one of the most industrious classes 
of people in the colony. A few years ago, when the 
Germans and Britishers went into that district, 
it was an almost impenetrable scrub, and now it 
was a beehive of industry, with farm-houses and 
wheatfieltls on every side, proving that they 
were a thriving and an industrious people. And 
now, when the plans and sections of the proposed 
railway had actually been laid upon the table of 
the House, and it was looked forward to with 
some degree of hope that the line would be under
taken, all hopes were blasted by the sudden 
withdrawal of the plans. He thought the::Yiinister 
for vVorks was doing himself an injustice, 
and the country an injustice, by withdraw
ing the motion. All that the petitioners 
asked was that the line shouhl not he taken 
from the 9 mile 63 chain pe:;, as surveyed, tn 

Crew's Nest, but that from that point there 
should be a deviation to Geham and the l<'i ve
mile Camp. The largest population in the 
Highfields district were centred in tlmt locality, 
and their petition to the House was entitled to 
every consideration. The railway, under any 
circumstances, would be a very expensive on~. 
He had been informed by competent engineers 
that it could not be constructed for les.s than 
from £4,000 to £5,000 per mile. The object he 
had in view having been obtained, he begged to 
withdraw the motion for adjournment. 

Mr. KELLETT said that he was in a position 
to assure the House that what the hon. member 
for Toowoomba had said was correct, and that 
was that the petitioners did not object to the 
first portion of the line, but said that the 
latter, as shown in the plans and surveys, was 
not likely to be made with any chance of 
success. What they asked was that the line 
should run through a more thickly populated 
district than was proposed. He knew the 
country well from the time that there were few, 
if any, people in it, and the district through which 
the line was proposed to go was one that was 
not at any time likely to he thickly settled ; 
but, if the line deviated in the way suggested, it 
would go through a thickly populated vortion of 
the <listrict. The petition to which reference 
had been mar le was signed by 300 persons ; he 
knew a good many of the people, and the man 
who wrote it hadliYed to his knowledge for over 
fifteen years on the Range, and knew every 
inch of the ground. That man would certainly 
not write a word that was not perfectly reliable. 
The wish of the petitioners was that there should 
he another S]lrvey through places that were more 
available, and that better deserved rail way ac
commodation. He was glad that the motion was 
withdrawn, and hoped that another survey 
would be made as soon as possible in another 
direction. 

::\fr. McL:EAN said that it would be better if 
the resolution were amended, and the sanction 
of the House asked for the first 9 miles 63 chains. 
The testimony they had received from two 
:Yiinisters, and from the 300 persons who had 
signed the petition, seemed to be quite united 
on the point that the line was within the esti
mate for that distance, and that there was no 
grave engineering difficulty so far. A survey 
could be made to find out the best way from 
that point to Grow's Nest ;-that was the ques
tion now before the House. It would be a pity 
to postpone the whole business to another ses
sion, because some action might he taken and 
plans provided for the first 9 miles. The work 
could be actually gone on with, and by next 
session plans and surveys could he laid on the 
table of the House for the remainder. It would 
be a pity for it to be shelved altogether even for 
one session. 

Mr. GARRICK could not understand that 
there was any necessity for delay. Authority 
was given in 1878 to survey a line from Too· 
woomba to Meringandan, but that was not 
necessarily binding. He did not consider him
self bound by any previous authority, but felt 
that, not approving of the survey, he was 
entitled to look about him to see if he could 
find a better line. The survey brought clown to 
the House was based upon a former survey : that 
was exactly where he found fault. Why was 
not a better plan developed in respect to High· 
fields and Toowoomba as it was in respect to 
Ipswich and l!'assifern? They had had plenty 
of time since 1878 : why had they not been 
able to find a better line? This was a 
policy he could not understand. \Vithout any 
suggestions being made by them tts an Oppo
sition, there wtts quite enough to alarm, or at any 
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rate, to warn them. The Minister for \Vorks, 
in~tead of withdrawing his resolution, and ~aying 
he was going to substitute another, ought to have 
been in a position to place complete surveys be· 
fore the House. That Minister had ~hown 
what he was working for when they com
pared his action as regarded one line with 
his action as regarded the others. Pas,ing 
by the Highfields and Toowoomba line, he 
would like to aok the Minister for \Vorks 
a question about a line in his (Mr. Garrick's) 
own electorate. He wanted to know if he could 
have any information about that line-whether 
it was intended to do anything with regard to 
it. He knew there was an estimate to construct 
the line at £4,000 a-mile. Did the hon. Minister 
for \Vorks intend to lay on the table of the 
House this session the plans and sections of any 
part of the line from Brisbane to Sandgate ?-or, 
if he was not going to do that, was he prepared 
to state upon what new financial basis it was 
intended to carry it out? It was quite apparent 
that they were not likely to get the amount of 
money which the other electorates were, but he 
would remind the Minister for \Vorks that 
Toowoomba, :Fassifern, and \V est Thioreton were 
not the only agricultural districts in the colony. 
The hon. gentleman should remember that there 
was an agricultural district in the south of the 
colony equally fertile and equally well settled 
upon as any on the Darling Downs or in \V est 
Moreton. He would remind the Minister for 
\Vorks that he had not urged the construction of 
the line beyond a certain point. As an invest
ment it would pay, and he asked the hon. gentle
man in all fairness to state whether plans and 
~ections for any part of it would be laid on the 
table·. There were agricultural int!)rests to be 
served in that district. 

:Nir. LUMLEY HILL: Whereabouts? 
Mr. GARRICK said he knew the hon. mem

ber for Gregory did not care a jot for agricultural 
people there or elsewhere. The hon. member 
would like to pre-empt all round and keep them 
away from his run, but he (Mr. Garrick) hoped 
the day would come when that would be impos
sible. 

Mr. AMHURST said he claimed to be an 
authority on agricultural land, and he could say 
that with the exception of German Station he 
had never seen worse land than that on the 
Sandgate line; to ask people to take it up was a 
cruelty. That was how the colony got a bad 
name for agriculture : people came out, but they 
could get no information at the Lands Office 
about any land but that which was not worth 
settling upon, and the result was that they 
petitioned the House to be relieved from the 
burdens they had undertaken. There was fine 
agricultural "land to be had in other parts of the 
colony, and he was sare the Minister for Lands 
would take steps to make the facts known and 
rectify the defects he complained of. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL said he must take ex
ception to the remark of the hon. member for 
Moreton, that he did not care a jot about the 
agricultural interest. He simply sneered at the 
clap-trap of the hon. member who was talking' 
to his constituents about the beautiful land be
tween here and Sandgate. 

Mr. GARRICK : I did not say anything of 
the sort. 

Mr. Lt:MLEY HILL said the hon. member 
led the House to believe that ; but he (Ji:Ir. Hill) 
knew what the land was, and did not wish mis
'!Uided people to attempt the cultivation of it. 
He considered agriculturists were a most 
worthy class of people, and was anxious to see 
them doing well. He was delighted to see bona 
jide selectors in the colony, and the Minister for 
Lands could say that he had med his influence 

to get resumptions proclaimed in the western 
districts already. It was a matter of indifference 
to him whether the resumptions were on his 
run or anybody else's-when required for settle
ment he was ready to give his up. He 
did not want to hem in his run with pre
emptives- he had never owned an acre in 
the colony, and did not care whether he 
ever did or not. No imputations of dummy
ing or pre-empting had ever been made against 
him before, and they came with an ill grace from 
an hon. member of that sort who lived by batten
ing upon his fellow-colonists, who had done 
nothing to promote settlement or industry in 
the colony, who lived like a carrion crow by 
raising up strife between those who should be 
friends, and encouraged party feeling and party 
hatred. He considered it almost beneath him 
to reply to the hon. member. At any rate, his 
constituents held him blameless, and that was all 
he cared about. 

Mr. GARRICK, as a personal explanation, 
said he referred to good agricultural land, not 
betwen here and Sandgate, but beyond Sandgate 
on the Pine River. 

Mr. AMHURST said there was some on the 
German Station. 

The MI:i'\ISTER l<'OR WORKS said he rose 
to correct a statement of the hon. member for 
Logan. The hon. member was under the im
pression that the first 9 miles of this line 
could be made for less than the estimate. Such 
was not the case, as the first 9 miles would 
cost £43,000, or £13,000 more than the estimate. 
He had only to say, in conclusion, that, had he 
received information about the Highfields line 
similar to that which he received in reference to 
the Fassifern line, he should have acted upon it 
in the same way and had a price survey made. 

Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 

CLEHMONT RAILWAY. 
The :YIIXISTER JWR WORKS said, of the 

two altern,tive routes, the one adopted on the 
recommendation of the Engineer-in-Chief, and 
after a careful consicleration of all surrounding 
circumstances, was that from Emerald Town
ship to Clermont, 63 miles in length. It 
passed through land suitable for s~lection, and 
was described by the Engineer-in-Chief as !t 
magnificent line with regard to both gradients 
and curves. It was a little longer than a line 
which had been advocated and surveyed between 
Clermont and Anakie DownH, a point 180 miles 
from Rockhampton. By the adoption of the 
Anakie Downs line, however, the distance from 
Clermont to port would have been increased by 
10 miles, involving extra coRt of carriage-a 
disadvanta"e which more than counterbalanced 
the cost of "'constructing the longer line. Besides 
which the Anakie line went through country unfit 
for selection-another strong reason for adopt
ing the route to Emerald Township. The cost 
of the line, according to the Engineer's estimate, 
would be on the same scale as the Western line 
-namely, £3,000 per mile; but the engineer, if 
allowed to make a lighter line and introduce 
certain modifications, hoped to be able to make 
it for £30,000 lehs-or £160,000. The line started 
from ·Emerald Township, passed within three
quarters of a mile of }~merald Downs head sta
tion, crossed lletreat Creek at 7 miles, and 
Theresa Creek at 8!, mile~. }'or 8 or 10 miles 
the line went through scrub, and the rest 
of the route was over fine open clowns. He 
believed the country was as good for selection 
as any that could be found anywhere in the Rock
hampton district. A little economy might he 
cffeetecl in the matter of fencing. £10,000 was 
put down on the J<;stimates for that purpose, but 
as the district was !tt present purely pastoral the 
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fencing might be dispensed with for the present, 
which would reduce the cost by about £200 to 
£300 per mile. He believed that this was 
decidedly the best line of the two, and would 
therefore move-without taking up the time of 
the House further-

" That the Plans, Sections, and Book of Refercn<>e of 
th~ Clermont line of Railway, a~ laid upon the Table of 
th1s House on the 13th July, be approved. 

"That the said Plans, Section:-1, and Book of Reference 

~l~P:~~~~~~\~~d a t~re!:a~eLi;~i~~t!~;af1-~~~:~~~: for their 

Mr. GRIFFITH said he had been looking 
for the plans and books of reference all the after
noon, but had not been able to find them. A 
trial section which was made in October last 
was on the table, and he noticed it was stated 
in ~he records of the House that the plans, 
sectwns, and book of reference had been laid on 
the table on the 13th July. He had not yet seen 
the plans and book of reference, however, and 
until he did he could not address himself to the 
motion. He found on further examination that 
there was a plan, but it was of a different form to 
that generally laid on the table. The House was 
asked to approve of the plans, sections, and 
book of reference of a line ; and on inquiry for 
the book of reference he founu it was a blank 
sheet of paper ; so that there was no wonder that 
he did not recognise it. 

The PREMIER : It is not the first time it has 
been so. 

Mr. GRIFFITH said that the section was a 
trial section made in October of last year and 
was certainly not the ordinary parliamentary sec
tion; and he thought there should be some expla
nation of th<.tt, and that the House should be told 
why there was only a trial section. But, after all 
those were matters of secondary importance. They 
we:e aske.d to approve of aline 63 miles in length
a !me whiCh he thought was a good one · but it 
was the first time the House had been a'sked to 
approve of a line for the construction of which 
no provision had been made. The only money 
wluch had been voted for it was £50 000, whibt 
it would cost at the least £200,000. 'He did not 
know what the Government meant. \Vhat 'vas 
the use of asking the House· to sanction a line 
that would cost £200,000, when there was onlv 
£50,000 voted for it, unless the Government i,;·_ 
tended to make it without l'>Lrliament sanction
ing the expenditure; it was like makino- " a 
promise to the ear and bren.king it to the !~ope." 
The money that was voted would not make more 
than 15 miles of the railway ; and when was 
Parliament to be asked to sanction an additional 
loan, or how was the other portion of the line to be 
made? That was a matter requiring explanation 
surely. The Minister for Works tolcl them that it 
would be a nseful line, and would go throuo-h 
good country fit for selection; but the hon. gentle
man did not state how it would pay, and he 
gave none of the usual information as to the 
probable traffic. He (Mr. Griffith) remem
bered that it was a great question some time 
ago as to which was the best route to go to 
Clermont, and which was the best point at 
which to join the Central line, and he had 
heard that the best route for the purpose of 
going through land fit for settlement would be 
from a point some distance to the east of 
Bmerald ; on that point the House was entitled 
to some information. Again, was this line to be 
treated as a branch line, or as a fork of the 
main line? \V as it a line like that to Fassi
fern, without any stations, or was it to be an 
ordinary line? But, above all things, it was 
necessary to know where the money was to come 
from. It might be a~sumed that a new loan 
was imminent, as it might be taken for granted 
that the Government would not propose to 
make a line when there was no money for the 

purpose. He should wait for an answer, and if 
it was not given he thought the debate on this 
particular line should be adjourned. 

The PHEl\IIER thought the hon. gentleman 
should not have found the fault he lmli with the 
plans, seeing that he hilllsdf had first established 
the precedent that was followed in the present 
case. J.<'our year2 ago he (the Premier) brought 
forward a motion with respect to the character 
of railway plans to be laid on the table, on ac
count of the new .Ministry asking the House to 
accept what were only trial surveys ; lmt his mo
tion was not adopted. There was an exctme, 
however, in the present case, which there was 
not in the other, for putting what was a trial 
survey on the table, hecattRe that trial section 
had been verified and approved hy the Chief 
Engineer after a personal examination of it. 

Mr. GlUFFITH : Why was not that infor
mation given at first? 

The PHK!viiER said he was giving it now. 
He did not think the Minister for W arks held 
such a strong opinion on the subject as he (the 
Premier) had, that there should be finished 
plans laid on the table. J.<'or all practical pur
poses these plans were sufficient for the Houoe 
in guiding them to approve of the line, as, 
although there might be a few curves altered, 
there were limits Jtllowed for deviation which 
would be quite sufficient for any curves. The 
hon. gentleman asked why the Government 
asked fur a line for which sufficient provision 
had not been made, and to that the answer was 
simple enough. He (the Premier) did not see why 
the approval of Parliament of the plans and sec
tions of a line should be delayed until the neceo
sary sum w:ts authorised for its construction. 
This railway had been authorised by Parliament 
after a full discussion ; for, although the 
hon. gentleman said he had never heard it 
discussed, it was discussed when Parliament 
authoriser! £50,000 to be spent on it. The Gov
ernment conld not exceed that amonnt until they 
got a fresh loan sanctioned by Parliament; but 
seeing t~at the plans were now ready they 
thought Jt was of no use asking the Honse to do 
by two motions what could be done in one, and 
the reason they asked for this assent was that 
the plans were ready. How far £50,000 would 
go he could not say ; but the Government would 
certainly not spend more. It was stated that 
the Minister for \Vorks had given no information 
as to the probable traffic and how the line would 
pay, but that had all been decided when they 
decided that a central line to Clermont should 
be made. All they had to decide now was 
which was the best route. 

J\fr. DICKSON said that on reference to the 
Loan Estimates of 1879-80 it would be clearly 
seen that there was an inadequate provision 
made for the construction of this line, and there
fore the matter had now assumed this serious 
aspect-that the House was asked to approve of a 
line of railway which would cost at least 
£200,000 whilst provision was made only for 
£50,000. The public creditor at home had been 
told that the colony would not ask for another 
loan for three years, and there was now only 
£50,000 to work upon before they could ask the 
public creditor for more. It was another proof 
that when the sums were put down on the Loan 
Estimates the Government had no serious 
thoughts of making these branch lines. He 
thought it would have been better if the Pre
mier had stated whether he intended to intro
duce another Loan Bill within the period under
stood--

The PRE~UER : I will ask the hon. gentle
man in wlmt way I informed the public creditor 
that the Government would not ask for another 
loan for three years ? 
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Mr. DICKSON thought he could, if not at 
the preKent moment, refer to a statement made 
by the hon. gentleman when the l118t loan was 
floated-that it was intended to cover a period 
of three years. He thought he could point out 
to an extensive correspondence in one of the 
Glasgow papers, where the hon. gentleman 
pointed out the difference between the policy of 
his Government and that of his predecessors, 
whereby he was asking for a loan that would 
carry him over a period of three yt"ars without 
11ppealing again to the public creditor. That 
being so, he (:Mr. Dickson) contended that they 
would be brought face to face with this dilemma
that either the Premier would have only £50,000 
to construct this railway, or would have to go to 
the public creditor within three years, although 
it had been understood, if not actually promised, 
that no further appeal for money would be made 
within that· time. He thought the hon. gentle
man should have stated his financial intentions, 
or whether he intended to prolong the construc
tion of the line over a period of four years. 
He would point out that a similar objection 
had been made by the Minister for ·works 
to proceeding with another branch line, to 
which reference had been made that evening
namely, one between Brisbn,ne and Sandgate. 
It was said that the amount voted on account 
would he inadequate to the full construction of 
the line ; but it would he found that with the 
ndditional powers conferred on the Government 
by the Railway Bill recently passed, the cost 
might be kept clo8ely within the amount of 
£4,000 a-mile. On that ground alone there could 
he no objection to the construction of thi>l line, 
which had equal claims to consideration with 
any of the other branch railways. It hat~ been 
stated that there was no necessity for the hue on 
account of there being no agricultural land along 
the route or within access of it, but he gave that 
statement a most emphatic denial. On the Bald 
Hills and at Pine lU ver was some of the richest 
alluvial land to be found in the colony, and since 
the foundation of the colony people had been 
settled in the district who had to contend 
against all the difficulties of imperfect transit, 
while more recently settled districts had been 
provided with railway communication. H0 was 
glad to see branch railways, but should like to 
see something like justice done to all parts of 
the colony. ·while it was a matter of s.atisfac
tion that the Government had been at last con
vinced of the requirements of the people, it was a 
matter of regret that they did not make sufficient 
provision so as to be relieved from the em
barrassment of contemplating another loan. 

Mr. \VALSH said he was under the impres
sion when the loan was passed last session that it 
was to do service for three years, and that no 
further application would be made to the London 
market during that time. But they might rest 
easy on that point, for they had already perhaps 
more than they could pay the interest on, and it 
was questionable whether, if an application were 
made, it would meet with the success of the last 
loan. If they did not take care it would he as 
apparent in London as it was in the colony that 
they were somewhat overrunning the constable. 
\Vith regard to the railways mentioned, the most 
unwarranted line he knew of was that from 
Brisbane to Sandgate. There was nothing to go 
to there, and no produce to be carried. \Vhile 
he had a seat in the House he would always 
support branch railways to enable settlers 
to bring their produce to market, because 
they benefited the colony generally ; but a rail
way for the pleasure and comfort of people who 
chose to visit Sandgate was what he considered 
a most unwarrantable waste of the public money, 
and at the time the loan was under discussion 
he declined to Yote for that pm·ticular item. 

With reference to the branch railway to Cler
mont it was absurd to vote money for part nf a 
line ~tarting fron1 Homewhere and going to no~ 
where in particular. This £50,000 would be 
expended on a few mile", and then they must 
stop. Sufficient money should be voted to com
plete the line or none at all. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said he agreed with the 
last few words of the hon. member f<> . 
Cook - either they should vote a suflicie.it 
amount to complete this line or none at all. 
His objection to the form in which this rail
way policy had come before the House was 
that it was so fragmentary. They had al~eady 
authorised a portion of the line from IpswlCh to 
J:<'assifern-that portion between Ipswich a~d 
Harrisville. K ow they were asked to authoriSe 
a line of railwav more than 60 miles in length, 
for which £50,000 had been voted. That ;was 
not either fair or honest. If they authorise<! 
this line, the Government might construe that 
into an authority to make the line the whole of 
the way. 

The MIKISTER J!'OR LANDS : So we will. 

:Mr. DOUGLAS said that would be dishonest. 
He had no objection even to limiting this autho
rity to the amount available under Act of Par
liament. He believed the surveys that had been 
made were sufficient for the purpose of Parlia
ment, and that the engineer had satisfied him
self that the line proposed to JJe authorised was 
the hest. He did not dispute it was desirable 
some day or other, as soon as possible, to have the 
line completed from Emerald to Clermont, but 
under the cover of this authority he should be 
sorrv if the Clovernment should take to them
selves the authority of making the line the wholR 
of the way without securing the additional vote 
required. He had not sufficient faithintheGov
ermnent to believe that they would not appropri
ate monev voted for one purpose to this purpose. 
There had been instances this session of the 
Government appropriating money voted for one 
puq>ose to another ; he regretted to say that 
the Government were not above appropriating
money voted for a specific purpose for another 
purpose not authorised by Parliament. Looking 
at the railway estimate passed last year, he saw 
the sum of £54,000 for the Burrum Hailway; 
but the Government had made up their minds 
to forego the right to expend that sum, and 
were willing to accept the proposal of a 
private company which they preferred, for 
reasons best known to themselves. In that 
case Parliament had granter! an amount amply 
sufficient, in his opinion, to make the railway. 
They had voted £3,000 per mile for 18 miles, .and 
the Minister of \Vorks told the House to-mght 
he was able to make railways below£3,000 a
mile, and that this very line from Clermont to 
Emerald would in all probability be made for 
less. Phases were opening out which seemed to 
point to the arbitrary exercise of power by the 
Government in matters which might lead to 
very dangerous results. It would be posgilJle, 
for instance, for the Government to appropriate 
this £54,000 to another object altogether, so that 
possibly the amount voted for the Burrum H_ail
way might be appropriated to the Clermont lrne. 
He would require to have very good reasons 
before giving his consent to that course. Had 
thev sufficient guarantee that the amount of 
money already voted for the extension of the line 
beyond Jloma might not be taken and appro
priated to the line under construction? If so, 
and if the Government were prepared to come 
down with anew policy founded on there-adjust
ment of Yotes of l"·'t year, well and good; hut 
let the House know it, anrl not lead them step 
bv step to nmke alterations without being in· 
formed how the projecto were to be carried out. 
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He did not object to the mere authorising of the 
loan if that was simply meant to be a signification 
of their approval of the actual line adopted; but 
if it was to give authority to the Government 
not only to expend the £50,000, but to appropriate 
three times that amount to this work, and 
that additional £1.~0,000 might be taken from 
votes authorised for other works, he "·as 
justified in drawing the conclusion he had 
drawn. Until the Government had direct 
authority for the expenditure of the money it 
would not be wise to authorir,e this line, except 
under the distinct qualification that no more 
than was voted should be expended on it. If 
the :Minister for \Vorks would consent to an 
ttmendment, limiting the amount to be expended 
on this line to the amount authorised, he (Mr. 
Douglas) would be stttisfied : but under the exist
ing circumstttnces, and with the absolute know
ledge that the Government would not shrink from 
tttking money from one vote and applying it to 
>Lnother purpose not authorised by Parliament, 
he was justified in tttking his stand, and requir
ing further information in connection with the 
subject. They would probably now be called 
upon to reconsider the decisions of last session. 
The hon. gentleman at theheadoftheGovernment 
had told the House he was going to bring in a 
Bill in connection with which he would probttbly 
call attention to the formation of th·e transcon
tinental line on the system of land grants. 

'l'he PREl\IIEit : The Bill is on the table of 
the House. 

l\Ir. DOUGLAS was glad to hear it. It now 
appeared that there was new light to be thrown 
on the whole question. He presumed when the 
hon. member moved the Bill he would also give 
some idea of his general rail way policy, founded 
on the re-adjustment of the votes already 
authorised. The continental line would super
sede the trunk lines of last session ; and, if so, 
the amount of money voted for trunk lines 
would be devoted to some other purpose. He 
could come to no other conclusion. 

::\Ir. LU~ILEY HILL: How does it affect 
the Central Railway? 

::\Ir. ~)OUGLAS said it might affect it most 
heueficrally. He was not opposing the proposal, 
lmt would like to know what the intentions 
of the Government were. Until they knew 
more about the transcontinental line and the 
projects connected with it, it was quite pos
sible that an amount of money would be liber
ated f[Uite sufficient not only to carry out the 
line under consideration, but to complete other 
lines for which he understood the Minister of 
\Vorks believed sufficient money had not been 
voted. There was the Sandgate line, for in
stance, to which the hon. member for Cook 
took so much exception. One of the- arguments 
against that line wa" that it would cost far more 
than the money which had been voted. In the 
same way it was well known that £50,000 was 
far from sufficient to pay for the construction of 
the Clermont line. He believed four times the 
amount would be required. He had no objection 
to the line or to the expenditure of the money, 
as long as they were not asked to make the ap
propriation blindfold. What was the use of 
committing themselves to £50,000 when they 
knew that the line could nnt be constructed for 
less than £200,000? If the money were not to be 
taken from the money voted for lines last year, 
he assumed that it would be obtained by means 
of a new loan, and if he thought they were about 
to authorise a new loan he would strongly oppose 
any proposal of this kind. But he saw his way 
clear to a re-adjustment of the votes of last ses
sion if the object which the Government had in 
dew were to be cttrried out. He should very 
reluctantly be a party to authorising the~e plans 
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unless the Government volunteered further in
formation with regard to their railway policy. 
The fact that they were on the eve of receiving 
a very important Ministerial statement with 
reference to railway policy made it the more 
desirable that they should postpone the con
sideration of the motion. The fact that the 
Transcontinental Railway Bill lay on the table 
was of considerable importance; and the Gov
ernment would confer a great benefit upon the 
House if they would not that evening press the 
affirmation of the proposal then under considera
tion. 

The PRE~IIER said he hoped the hon. mem
ber would take an early opportunity to explain 
in what way the Government had misappro
priated funds-spending them, for instance, 
upon one object when they were voted for 
another. He gave the accusation a most em
phatic denial. 

l\Ir. WELD-BL"C"NDELL said the hon. mem
ber for Maryborough, in his former speeches, 
had led the House to believe that he was an 
advocate of branch railways. But it now ap
peared that he was anxious to throw out the 
branch lines, as long as the responsibility for so • 
doing was not cast upon his own shoulders. 
The hon. member had admitted upon former 
occasions that the branch line to Clermont would 
most probably lead to more beneficial results 
to the community generally, and conduce to 
more settlement, than any other of the proposed 
branch lines. The House, however, was not 
asked to immediately vote the necessary sup
plies ; it was asked to sanction the surveys upon 
the table. He presumed, however, that the 
money already voted for the line would carry it 
a distance of 20 or 25 miles-well on to the rich 
open country of the Downs. 

l\Ir. DOUGLAS: It will take it about 16 
miles. 

Mr. WELD-BLUNDELL said he differed 
from the hon. member, and preferred the 
opinion of the Minister for Works, that the 
money would carry the line at least 20 miles. 
He was informed by gentlemen who had con
versed privately with the surveyors engaged 
upon the line, that they had never before 
surveyed a line which could be constructed 
so cheaply. If other portions of our rail
ways could be constructed at a rate of even 
less than £2,500 per mile, they might feel agsured 
that they would be able to construct a line in the 
direction of Clermont at a rate of something like 
£2,000 per mile. With the exception of two 
large creeks, the line passed through level coun
try until it reached the Downs, and even 
then there were no obstacles. If certain 
moneys voted last session were found to be 
unnecessary, in consequence of some action 
which Parliament might hereafter take, surely 
there could be no objection to the expen
diture of portions of those nwneys upon what the 
House considered the most desirable lines of 
railway. They were merely taking time by the 
forelouk in approving of these surveys, enabling 
the Government to expend £50,000 already sanc
tioned under loan. It was no excuse for with
holding the approval of the surveys that the 
money voted would not take the line further than 
a spot at which they would find the rich black 
soil so desirable for the facilitation of settlement. 
In reference to the country through which the 
line ran, he maintained that the Peak Downs, 
Clermont, and Copperfield country was capable of 
carrying a large population. It had already shown 
itself capable of growing an increasingly large 
quantity of maize. In the year 1878 there were 
500acres under cultivation, producing among other 
things 7,000 bushels of maize. The year before 
a much le~ser quantity was grown. In 1879· 



762 Olermont Railway. [ASSEMBLY.] Olermont Railway. 

there were 616 acres under cultivation, and the 
production of maize among other things amounted 
to 13,900 bushels-nearly double the quantity 
produced in the year previous. There was no 
reason to suppose that production woulcl not 
continue to increase. It had also been found 
that wheat could be successfully gTown in the 
Peak Downs country. It required greater 
cultivation and more expensive working; but 
on the lower lands sand and loam were, 
to a certain extent, mixed with the black soil, 
and in the neighbourhood of Sandy Creek 
the whole country was fit for wheat culti
vation. A dozen small selectors had tried 
to grow it by the half and quarter acre, and so 
far these experiments had been very successful. 
He did not mean tc> say that the wheat was as 
good as the Adelaide grain, but it was quite as 
good as the wheat grown in any other part of 
Queensland. In 1878, 90 bushels were produced ; 
and in 1879, there being only a few more acres 
under cultivation, 300 bushels were produced. 
'fhe only thing which had hitherto prevented 
selectors from going extensively into the growth 
of wheat was the fact that a mill had not been 
started. He had little doubt that within the 
next twelve or eighteen months a mill would be 
established, and then wheat would be grown ex
tensively. Unlike the southern districts, there 
was not an extreme drought in the district during 
the winter season, and this circumstance was 
favourable to the growth of wheat. He had a 
return showing the rainfall during the season 
when wheat grew-that was from April to Oc
tober-and according to that return the amount 
of rain which fell in 1876 was 12~ inches. That 
quantity of rain was considered amply sufficient 
for the purposes of wheat-in the Adelaide wheat 
country a rainfall of 10 inches was considered 
sufficient. In 1877 the season was a very dry 
one, as everyone would recollect. In 1878 17 "28 
inches fell ; and in 1879 10 inches fell before 
July. Already during this year there had been 
a fall of from 7 to 8 inches, although there had 
been very little rain in the southern districts. 
Before the season was over he had no doubt that 
from 10 to 12 inches of rain would have fallen, 
which would suffice to bring the wheat crops be
tween Clermont and Emerald to maturity. He 
had every confidence that ultimately the district 
would produce enough cereals to supply the 
wants of the whole inland interior. As to the 
prospects of the line paying, it must be borne in 
mind that a line connecting with the Central 
Railway at such a distance out was not in the 
same position as the line which had been just 
agreed to. The latter line would depend solely on 
its own returns, whilst the former would act as a 
feeder to the main line. The bulk of the freight 
which would be carried by the Olermont Rail
way, would be carried over the main line, and, 
in consequence, the returns from the latter line 
would be materially added to. That would not be 
the case were the produce of the Peak Downs 
district to pass down to Emerald by other means, 
but it did not do so, in consequence of the car
riage being high and of the difficulties attending 
it. This trade, amongst which there was a large 
quantity of wool, would be secured by the rail
way, and there would be up-freight of various 
kinds-goods which would principally come 
within the more expensive classification of the 
Hail way Department. A great deal of the trade 
now passed backwards and forwards by Broad
sound ; but it was certain that it would be 
directed to the railway when it was made. It 
was almost unnecessary to refer to the position 
of the CoppBrfield mines, and he should not have 
done so had the hon. memberfor North Brisbane 
not pretended to be entirely ignorant on the sub
ject. He had no doubt that the hon. member 
knew the ®pabilities of the district as well as he 

did. The copper mines had been discontinued 
for some time in consequence of the high charge 
for carriage, and the low price~ ruling in England; 
but the state of affairs had been very much 
altered since the line of railway was continued 
to Emerald, and because of the improved price 
of copper. At present there were 200 or 300 
men employed in connection with the copper 
mines; but there could be no doubt that the 
number would be largely increased were the line 
constructed even half way. If the line were 
taken to Olermont and Copperfield a great 
impetus would be given to the mining industry, 
as the reduced price of carriage would leave a 
higher margin of profit, and there would be ~ome 
inducement to mine-owners to go in for proclnc
tion on a large scale. He should like to "'Y 
something in reply to the remarks of the hon. 
member (::\Ir. Douglas) as to the uselessness of 
approving of the line in consequence of only 
£30,000 being voted. 

Mr. DOUGLAS: I did notsny that. 
:\Ir. \VELD-EL UKDELL understood the hon· 

member to say so. He understood the hon· 
member to say that they might defer the consi" 
deration of the question until money had been 
voted for the construction of the whole line. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said what he said wn,s that he 
did not object to the line, but he was afraid some 
difficulty might arise through the expenditure of 
a greater sum than was voted. 

Mr. \VELD-BLUXDELL said he woul<l call 
on the hon. member to prove the assertion which 
he had made. Surelv the hon. member <lid not 
imagine that when £·~0,000 was Yotetl the ({o,·
ernment would, without the leave or permission 
of the House, draw £30,000 or £40,000 from some 
other vote. 

Mr. DOUGLAS: I am not at all sure about 
that. 

Mr. \VELD-BLFNDELL understood that, 
further than that, the hon. member based his 
idea on the fact that the same thing had alrea<ly 
been done by the :Ministry. He understood the 
hon. member to state distinctly that the ::\linis
try had withdrawn moneys from votes and had 
applied them to other purposes without the ~mlC· 
tion of Parliament. That was an unfair a1Hl 
exceedingly unjust accusation to make unle,;,; it 
could be absolutely proved, and the hon. mem
ber who made an accu"ation of the kind ought 
to prove it before anything further was done. 
The accusation simply amounted to this : tlmt 
the Ministry totally disregarded Parliament, 
and depended on their supporters to vote the 
money afterwnrds. That was an insimmtion 
which no hon. member had a right to make 
without proceeding to bring· forward proofs, and 
he distinctly called on the hon. member to prove 
the assertion. · 

Mr. KAT.Etl said that the hon. memher for 
Clermont had told the House that the district 
was particularly adapted for the growth of 
cereals, because there was a heavier rainfall 
there than there was in the southern districts. 
:From his experience he was in a position to state 
that too much rain destroyed wheat crops. 
They could never produce a good wheat crop 
with 17 inches of rain. Last year they had 
heavy rains and poor wheat crops, but this year 
there had not been much rain and they were 
likely to have excellent crops. 

Mr. MILES said he rose for the purpose of 
endeavouring to satisfy hon. members with refer
ence to the plans and sections laid on the table 
of the House. He remembered that he had 
brought down phtus and sections which were 
exactly the same as those which were now on 
the table. The Commissioner for Hailway~ 
assured him that the plans had been prepared in 
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the usual way ; but the hon. member who was 
now Premier took exception to them and they 
were withdrawn. He was rather surprised to 
hear the hon. member for Clermont endeavour
ing to make out that the hon. member for Mary
borough wets objecting to the line. He under
stood the hon. member's objection to be that it 
w<ts not right to approve of <t milw<ty sixty miles 
in length for which £30,000 only was voted. He 
thought matters would be simplified if an amend
ment were moved to the effect that sixteen miles 
of the line should be constructed. The money 
which had been voted would be sufficient to 
carry out that work, and the Government could 
come down at some future time and ask 
for a vote for the completion of the line. 
He "'"" delighted to hear the statement of the 
Iwn. member for Clermont that maize had been 
grown there, but he hoped the hon. member did 
not intend to depend upon the freight of maize 
to make the railw<ty pay. 

:VIr. \VJ<~LD-BLFNDELL sai<l he never men
tioned nutize in connection with milwctv freights. 
He did not suppose there was any idea of 
Hending- n1aize to llockhmupton or Sydney. 

:VIr. ::\IILES said he was glad to hear the ex
phtlmtion. 

The PHE::\IIEll: Why should not they? 
::\Ir. }IlLES >ai<l becan~e mai7-e could be vro

duce<l far cheaper at Hockhampton than at Cler
mont. To make matter,.; pbin he would move, 
a" :tn amendment. that all the worcls after "re
ference" be left (mt with the view of inserting 
the W<mls " of the first sixteen miles." That 
would ,.;uffice for a start, and would swallow the 
£.">0,000 voted; and the Government could come 
down at a future time for an additional sum to 
complete the line. 

::\Ir. DOFGL\.S said the Premier had chal
leng-e<] him to substantiate what he had said 
with regard to payments originally appropriated 
to one purpose being applied by the Executive 
to other purposes. The hon. member for Cler
mont al'l> required him to prove hiB statement. 
During the early part of the session he called 
attention to a paragraph in the Auditor-General's 
report which had reference to that very subject. 
In paragraph 12 of his report for last year the 
Auditor-General saiLl-

" \fhen the amount to the credit of the Cmumlidated 
Revenue in the Bnnk is exhausted, pa~·ments are practi
eally made from loan or other special or trust funds 
whieh ma,\· happen to be in cre(lit; for, although no 
:wtnal trnn~fer from one aceount to another tn,kes place, 
the Government hanl\:ers view all public moneys as 
forming- one fnnd, liable for the half-vearlv intere~t as 
well a:-; for all che{rnes, whkh nuL,. bt:' drawn bv the 
'l'reasurcr or any of the pnlJlic acco'nntant~ 1vithii1 the 
limit of their authority. 'rlw above overdraft has, in 
accordanec with this practice, been met frmn monevs 
t hart have come into pm;~e::<sion of the Go\rernment tbr 
pm·po . .,e:-; of ftnite a different nature. '£his sYstem of 
snpplementin~ a cleiicient revenue bY advan"ce~ from 
loan or trn::-;t moneys, although very ConYenient to the 
'l'roasnr.r, is hardly in accordance with the :::lJirit or 
indeed the letter of either the Audit, IJoan, or the 
several other Acts of Parliament, under the authority of 
which trust moneys are collected." 

There was proof positive that the thing was 
done. Nut only that, but moneys were now 
being appropriated by the Government, for 
Ilecessary works it might be, and for which 
there was Executive authority, and which would 
afterwards have to he voted by the Legislature. 
Appendix B of the Auditor-Geneml's report 
consisted of an abstract of Orders in Council 
authorising expenditure in anticipation of legisN 
lative sanction. The total amount was £21,431 
17s. 3d. Many of the items were connected 
with railway expenditure. .For instance, there 
was the Southern and \Vestern Railway-devia
tion, J\Iain Ilangc, £7,15ti; wttter supply for 
\Varwick, £500; devitttion at Jfountain's Bridge, 

£4,575 ; completion of Maryborough water
works, £5,000; further funds for the Warwick 
waterworks, £2,000-and so on. Those were 
amounts which must have been taken from loan 
and appropriated to other purposes. That was 
the position, and the Auditor-General had pointed 
out the facilities it afforded, in order that the 
tendency might be checked. ·with regard to this 
railway the Government might not be satisfied 
with 16 or 20 miles; they might make it 30 
or 50 miles, and pay for it out of money avail
able for other purposes pending the authority 
of Parliament. In the meantime, the money 
being spent, Parliament had no choice bnt to 
sanction it. 

The PREMIER said he would just say one 
or two words to show to what small dimensions 
the gro"" charge brou9J.1t against the Govern
ment had dwindled. The hon. gentleman ac
cused the Government of having used money 
for one purpose which had been voted by Par
liament for another, and without the sanction 
of Parliament. On being challenged to give a 
single instance where that had been done, the 
hon. gentleman read a paragraph from the Andi
tor-General'8 report, in which he said that in 
certain thing,.; the Government had gone beyond 
the appropriation of Parliament. Any Auditor
General since Sepamtion might have said ex
actly the same thing. Often the money voted 
by Parliament was not enough, and when any 
Government asked for the approval of Parlia
ment for what they had spent without legisla
tive sanction they also got it. This Govemment 
had never spent one penny of money without 
the approyal of Parliament. The hon. gentle
man had r1uite misunderstood the paragraph in 
the Auditor-General's report, as was natural to 
men of his calibre. The hon. gentleman could 
not see what the Auditor-General was driving 
at. \Vhat the Auditor-General said was, that 
practically while there was a deficit in the 
Consolidated llevenue the Government of the 
colony had to be paid out of loan. But that 
was well known long ago. Could any man of 
common-sense suggest any other way in which 
it could be done than that employed by the 
Government? The Government had seveml ac
counts at the hank. One was the Consolidated 
Hevenue Account, which on the 30th of June 
showed a debit balance of £231,000. But Gov
ernment were not such fools as to pay interest 
on that amount at the rate of 6 per cent., while 
they were in credit on other accounts, such as 
the Loan Account, and receive interest at the 
rate of 3 per cent. on this credit account. That 
might agree with the strict notions of honesty 
of the hon. member for Maryborough, but it 
was not the way in which he was going to 
manage the business of the country. All the ac
counts were balanced, and the Government either 
took or paid the difference. He (the Premier) 
knew what the Auditor-General meant, an<l he 
was right. He meant that they ought to have a 
fund of Treasury notes, not for issue, but to he 
kept as security for any overdraft there might 
be on the Consolidated Revenue account or any 
other account. :1\o one had ever suggested how 
the thing could be managed better, as the late 
Colonial Treasurer must know perfectly well. 
He had never known a case where a Trea,;urer 
paid a bank an overdraft on one account while 
he was in credit on another ; and he would be a 
great fool who did it. 

Mr. DICKSON said the Premier's speech 
harl not tended to make the matter much 
clearer. It had never been suggested that 
he should pay interest on the Consolidated 
Hevenue dehit balance, while he had two 
or three times the am<mnt in credit on the loan 
account. \Vha.t was said was that the Govern
ment had applied funds to purposes other th<~Il 
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tho~e to which they were appropriated by Par
liament; and the point of the observation was 
that £21,000 had already been spent on necessary 
works which had not yet been voted by the 
House, so that if the Clermont line were finished 
in the same way there would be at least £126,000 
to add to the amount of £21,000 already accumu
lated about £150,000 more, and for which no de
bentures could be issued until another Loan Bill 
was passed. 

Mr. DAVENPORT said he did not altogether 
like the motion. The amount voted for the line 
last year was £50,000, which, according to the 
plans, would be only one-fourth the amount 
required. Why should not the Government 
postpone the matter until their general scheme 
for the construction of railways on the land
grant principle had come before the House a.nd 
received its support? The Government were 
hardly consistent in these matters. They were 
treating as a nonentity the vote of £HJO, 000 
passed last year for the extension of the railway 
beyond Roma; they said, "Let it hang in abey
ance until our policy of making railways on the 
land-grant system is authorised." Why, then, 
should not the Clermont line be dealt with in the 
same way? 

Mr. GRIMES said he had not had the good 
fortune to see the country over which it was in
tended to run the line under discus~ion ; but if 
the description given of it by the hon. member 
for Clermont had come earlier, he might have 
considered it worth while to have tmvelled that 
way in •earch of good land for wheat growing. 
The hon. member's description of the soil 
was very enticing to agriculturists; and yet 
he had proved too much. His account of 
the rainfall would certainly deter any agri
cultUrist from going there with the intention 
of growing wheat. Even the smallest rainfall 
mentioned by the hon. member-twelve inches 
-during the course of time required to take 
off a crop of wheat would thoroughly destroy 
the crop. He had no hesitation in saying 
that the return from a crop grown under such 
circumstances would be nil. But when seven
teen inches fell in the course of six months, he 
did not know how even stock survived. The 
statement of the hon. member was enough to 
satisfy the House that a railway should not be 
run to Clermont for the sake of the good agricul
turalland, or even for pastoral purposes. 

Mr. AMHURST was understood to say that 
the hon. member ought to know that the dry 
months of our climate were sufficiently long· to 
enable wheat to be grown if it was put in after 
the heavy rains. 

Mr. GARRICK said he had not yet received 
an answer from the Minister for Works with 
regard to his question whether plans and sections 
of the Sandgate line would be laid on the table 
during this session? Possibly the hon. gentleman 
did not intend to give an answer. With reference 
to the remarks made by the member for Cook, he 
would point out that the line from Sandgate 
was also under the consideration of the House 
last year, and received its approval, £54,000 
being voted for its construction. The hon. 
member seemed to think that Sandgate was 
the only place under comideration in the 
construction of the line, but he would remind 
him that on both Pine Rivers, parts of Cabool
ture, and the Bald Hills, there was as fine agri
cultural land as in any part of the colony. The 
line was not simply for Sandgate, but was in
tended to tap the rivers he had mentioned d£1, 
Sandgate. And it was taken that way because 
it would be a much more paying line than to go 
direct vi<L Bald Hills and the Pine Rivers. He 
believed that while the Ipswich line was the most 
costly of all the railways, it was at the same 

time a better paying one than any other, reckon
ing local traffic simply. 

The PREMIER rose to a point of order. 
The hon. member was not talking to the question 
before the House. 

The SPEAKER said the hon. member must 
confine himself to the question before the House. 

Mr. GARRICK said he should like to have 
an answer to his question from the Minister for 
Works? 

Mr. SCOTT said, with respect to the member 
for Oxley's theory that wheat would not grow in 
the Clermont district because of the amount of 
the rainfall, he would mention that he had re
ceived a letter from a tlpring~ure constituent 
advocating that the land should be thrown open 
around Springsure on the plea that wheat coultl 
be produced there, he on a recent visit to Cler
mont having seen it grow there. The hon. mem
ber's theory might be good, but the practical 
illustration he (Mr. Scott) was ahle to give of the 
capabilities of the soil in the di~trict was better. 

:Mr. \VELD-BL1T!'\DJ<;LL said he ha.ppencd 
to know that in tlouth Australht it had been 
found that wheat grew where there were 10 
inches of rainfall during the six months of its 
growth, and that it was maintained that with a 
rainf<tll of less than 10 inche~ wheat would not 
gro\'\t. 

Mr. PRICE w<ts understood to "'Y thttt he 
wished to make an explanation, and was PTO· 
ceeding to address the House, when--

The SPJ<;AKER said : I call npnn the hon. 
member to sit down. If the hon. member doe; 
not do so, I shall be compelled to report his 
conduct to the House. 

Mr. GRIFFITH said he hoperl that the <ioY
ernment would at least preserve orrler in the 
House, it being their business to do so. The 
amendment of the hon. member for Darling 
Downs deserved at least an answer. The Govern
ment had given no reason whatever why they 
should ask the House to sanction the construction 
of a line of 63 miles when money was available 
for the construction of 16 miles only. This was 
not a frivolous objection to be met in the 
discourteous manner that the Government were 
displaying by their silence. The House had 
a regular practice in these matters. They 
had approved of numerous lines of railway, but 
they had never yet been asked to sanction the 
construction of a railway for which no money 
was available, and such a thing had never been 
done in the other colonies. There could be only 
one possible object on the part of the Govern
ment. He did not want to suggest that the Gov
ernment were merely doing it to delude the 
people of Clermont, but there could be no other 
object except they intended to make the line. 
If they did not intend to complete the line 
there was no earthly reason why the amendment 
should not be accepted. If it were a fact that 
they were not going to borrow any more money 
for three years, what was the use of asking 
the House this session to sanction the con
struction of a line which would not be con
structed for more than three years ?-the vote 
would be idle all the time, and the vote 
might be rescinded before the expiration of the 
three years. If the Government did intenrl to 
spend· the money on the work before it was 
voted, then they were guilty of misappropriating 
the public money, as the member for Mary
borough had said. He considered that the hon. 
member had entirelY substantiated his charge by 
the extract he hacl read from the Auditor
General's report. The Premier did not appear 
to understand the difference between trust 
money and other money. He seemed to 
say, "'\Ve have got the money- why not 
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spend it?". - n,ml he n,ppeared to hn,ve spent 
£20,000. \Vhere wn,s it got from? It wn,s 
not proposed to be tn,ken from the Consolidated 
Revenue-it was not there to be taken-neither 
had the sanction of Parliament been asked. It 
was to come out of some future loan. If the 
principle was once admitted that money might 
be expended by the Executive on their own 
authority, there was no reason why the Govern
ment should not construct the whole line without 
g·ettingthe money voted by Parliament-there was 
no reason whytheyshouldnotconstruct the line on 
n,n Executive minute that the money was to be re
paid from the next loan, which would perhaps be 
in 1883. The House was now asked to approve a 
line part of which would be constructed out of the 
next loan, and the Government in the meantime 
might, by the power which they were accus
tomed to use, take money from the last loan and 
spend it for the purpose. He was anxiou• to see 
the line constructed, and had advocated it long 
ago; and when he asked for information about 
the probable traffic on it he did so beo;ause he 
considered that a Minister for \Vorks proposing 
a railwav should furnish such information. He 
did not, 'however, believe in a Ministry having 
power to pledge the credit of the colony without 
the sanction of Parliament. If the amendment 
of the hon. member for Darling Downs were car
ried, it would give effect to what the Government 
said they meant, and therefore he could not see 
why it should be negatived without discussion. 
If, on the other hand, the Government did not 
mean to limit the construction of the railway by 
the money available for it, they ought to say so. 
They must have some serious meaning, and it 
was their duty to say which of the two things 
they meant. He considered it was the duty of 
every hon. member who had regard for the safe
guards of the constitution-which were no doubt 
intended to serve a wise purpose-to vote for the 
amendment. He knew there were some hon. 
members who did not care a straw for the con
stitution or anything else so long as the Govern
ment were there and spent the money. At tim~s 
the limits of the power of a Government might 
be exceeded, but at the present time there was no 
necessity to ask the sanction of Parliament for 50 
miles of railwn,y for which no money was avail
able. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the hon. 
gentlem<tn was following the ,·Ole he had played 
throughout the session-finding the Ministry 
guilty without having tried them. The hon. 
gentleman said that if the Government spent 
this money without the authority of Parliament 
they would be acting unconstitutionally. Of 
course the Government knew that, and they had 
no intention of doing so. They simply asked 
the approval of Parliament for 63 miles of a 
branch line. The hon. gentleman's views were 
very different now from what they were in 1877, 
when his Government passed the plans and sec
tions of 60 miles of the Maryborough, the first 
section of the Bundaberg, and other lines, before 
they had the money for them. Now the hon. 
gentleman got up in a state of breathless indigna
tion because another J'.Iinistry wished to exercise 
the sn,me powers as was then exercised by his 
Ministry. 

::\J:r. GHIFFITH: The Estimates were on the 
table. 

The MINISTER ]'OR WORKS said that 
£100,000 of the money was not voted until 
1878-a year after.· 'The Government had now 
£il0, 000 voted for the construction of a portion of 
the Clerrnont line. The hon. member for Darling 
Downs wished to restrict the Government to the 
construction of 16 miles, under the pretence 
that the line would cost £3,000 a-mile or more. 

:iYir. :MILES : Y on told us so ? 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he told 
the hon. member that the line would cost not 
more than £3,000, and probably a great deal less. 
The main line through similar country was now 
being made for very little over £2,400 per mile, 
and there was no reason to suppose that this 
branch line would cost over £3,000 per mile. 
The £50,000 would make at least 20 miles, and 
probably 25 miles. He had no intention of 
agreeing to the amendment. The Goverment 
was not asking authority to spend more money ; 
they were simply asking the House to approve 
of the line in a purely formal manner. 

Mr. GRIF]'ITH: Will you say that you don't 
intend to spend more than £50,000? 

The MINISTEH FOR WORKS : I have said 
so; but I intend to make the £50,000 go as far as 
it will. 

The amendment was then negatived, and the 
original question put and passed. 

MARYBOROUGH AND GYMPIE RAIL
WAY. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said that 
the next motion required very little explanation 
from him. In 1877 Parliament approved of the 
plans of the Maryborough line to Commissioner's 
Hill, Gym pie. At the instance of a very large 
majority of the people of Gympie, and from his 
own observation in company with the Engineer
in-Chief, he came to the conclusion that it was to 
the interest of the town of Gym pie that the line 
should deviate before reaching Commissioner's 
Hill, and proceed, instead, to Caledonia Hill. He 
believed the leader of the Opposition had also 
inspected the locality. The proposed alteration 
would give more facility to the largest part of the 
population of Gym pie, Caledonia Hill being the 
centre of the town, whilst Commissioner's Hill 
was at the end of it. This deviation would cost 
£5,278, and the cost of the original line from the 
point of deviation to Commissioner's Hill had 
been estimated at £6,584, being £1,300 and odd 
more. Two approaches would have to be made 
to the new terminus-one from the Gympie 
side of Caledonia Hill and one from the 
One-mile side, the cost of which would be 
£2,078 ; so that the deviation would cost 
altogether £780 more than the original line. He 
believed the alteration would meet with the ap
proval of the House, and would be of advantage 
to the people of Gympie. With regard to the 
latter part of the motion, he had come to the 
conclusion some time ago that the Maryborough 
line would be incomplete until it was continued 
to deep water. He was of opinion that it would 
have been far better if the line had been com
menced from deep water in the first instance, so 
that the cost of carriage of railway material 
from the wharf might have been lessened. Hon. 
members would agree with him that it was 
as important to the people of Maryborough 
that their line should be connected with deep 
water as it was to the peo]2le of Brisbane that 
the Southern and Western Railway should run 
to deep water. The wharf branch now proposed 
started from the terminus at Maryborough, tra
versed a portion of the 90-acre reserve, crossed 
Lennox street near the hospital, and went 
through the botanical gardens to the river 
bank. It passed through public land nearly 
all the way, so that a very small portion of 
land would have to be resumed; and an area of 
2~ acres at the gardens had been reserved for 
wharfage purposes. The line was continued 
along the river bank, so that it could at any time 
be connected with any of the wharves if neces
sn,ry. The length of the branch to the river 
would be 66~ chains, and the estimated cost was 
£4,478. In addition to that he intended to add 
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£5,000 for the purpose of erecting wharve8, 
cranes, and goods-sheds, which would make a 
total cost of £9,478. He begged to move-

1. That the Plans, Sections, and Book of ReFerence of 
proposed deviation from 59 ms. 70 chs. to Caledonian 
Hill, l\Iaryborough and Gympie Railway, as laid on 
the table af the House on the lOth August, be approved. 

2. That Plan, Section, and Book of Reference of the 
proposed ·wharf Branch, JI.Iaryborough, J.\iaryborough 
and Gympie Railway, as laid on the table of the House 
on the lOth August, be approved. 

3. That the said Plans, Sections, and Book of Refer
ence be transmitted to the LegislatiYe Council, for their 
approval, with a Message in the usual form. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said he believed that both the 
propositions of the hon. gentleman were very 
desirable. He understood that the deviation to 
the Caledonian Hill would meet the desires 
·of the people at Gym pie, and he believed that 
the extension of the line to the wharf at 
Maryborough was equally advisable. He 
regretted that that extension was not made 
part of the scheme as originally approved 
by the House, but it was owing to some gentle
men who were then sitting on the Opposition 
benches that that was not done, although it wa£ 
contained in the original design. He rose par
ticularly to express a hope that the Minister for 
\Vorks in carrying out the work would be a little 
more considerate. The railway would traverse 
the public gardens in which the Maryborough 
people had a sort of affectionate interest ; but he 
thought that the railway might be so constructed 
as not to destroy the beauty of the gardens. He 
had known cases in England where railways had 
been taken through parks which the people had 
been greatly afraid would be thus destroyed, 
whereas they had been made more attractive 
than before. He hoped in this case that the hon. 
gentleman in carrying out the work, whether 
there was an embankment or a cutting, would 
take care to make it as pleasing to the people of 
Maryborough as possible. 

Mr. MILES said he thoroughly approved of 
the deviation proposed at Gym pie, as he could 
never understand how the .engineer who planned 
the line could have thought of taking it to Com
missioner's Hill. He believed that the extension 
at Maryborough would also be an improvement. 

Mr. BBATTIE thoroughly agreed with the 
propositions made by the Minister for \Vorks, 
but would like to know whether the latter por
tion of the resolution was in conjunction with the 
proposed Burrum Railway-whether that com
pany would be allowed to' use the wharf and 
cranes which the hon. gentleman proposed to 
erect. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said he. did 
not intend to throw any obstacles in the way of 
the Burrum Railway Company being permitted 
to use that portion of the line when constructed. 

Question put and passed. 

BUNDABERG AND MOUNT PERRY 
RAILWAY. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said, in 
moving the motion in reference to this line, that 
without the second section being made the line 
would be useless. The present terminus of the 
first section ended, he might say, absolutely no
where. During the recess he had visited the 
place and saw it for himself; and he thought, to 
carry out the intention of Parliament, the line 
should be extended as far as Mount Perry. 
There was no doubt it was rather rough country, 
but if the mineral resources of it were to be 
developed that could only be by extending the 
line to Mount Perry. The section proposed to be 
adopted was in length 21 miles 51 chains. For the 
first 6~ miles the line, to avoid a range called 

Popgun Range, went alongSandyCreek, and from 
New Moonta to :Mount Perry was one mass of 
copper lodes. The line then ran through level 
rough country until it got to 51~ miles, where it 
was proposed to have a tunnel 10~ chains in 
length, through Boolboonda Range, and from 
there to Mount Perry the land was of uniform 
character and useful for selection under the 
clauses of the Mineral Lands Act. It was pro
posed to place the terminus between the road am! 
the Mount Perry mine. The earth works on the 
line would be pretty heavy-about 13,000 cubic 
yards peP mile, which was the largest amount of 
earthwork that it was considered advisable to 
have on such a line as that proposed. flome 
years ago l\Ir. Stanley, the engineer, \Vent along 
the line to arrive at the probable cost of 
it from Bundaberg to l\Iount Perry, aml 
he put it down at something like £8,000 
a-mile ; but the cost for the first seetion 
had been £3,400 per mile, and the estimatPtl 
cost of the section under consideration was 
£5,800, making an average cost of the whole line 
of £4,300 per mile. £159,000 was the probable 
cost of the first section, and the estimated cost 
of the second section was £126,000, or a total of 
£285,000. The amounts voted by Parliament 
for this line were as follows :-In1877, £100,000; 
in 1878, £100,000, and last year, £108,000; or 
altogether, £308,000 available for the construc
tion of the two sections which were estimated to 
cost £285,000; so that there would be over £20,000 
left for rolling-stock. He believed the totrtl 
amount available would be expended. He begged 
to move-

1. That the Plan~. Sections, and Rook of Reference 
of the second section of the B·mdaberg and }f on ut. Perr.'· 
Railway, from ·11 mile~ 36 chains to ::.\Iount Perry. OH 
mile~ 7 chains, as laid on tall le of the IIon:-:e on 2.)1 h 
August, be upproYed. 

2. That the said Plans, Sections. and Book of Re
ference be transmitted to the r,egislative Council, for 
their approval, with a J.Ie::;::::age in the mmal form. 

Mr. BA YNES said he felt he should not he 
doing his duty to the colony, and to his consti
tuents in particular, if he allowed the motion to 
go unchallenged. Anyone who was present when 
the hon. gentlen1an w-as speaking n1ust ha..ve 
felt that his heart was in his throat, and he 
(::\fr. Baynes) sincerely hoped the hon. gentle
man was not in earnest. He should have like<! 
the hon. gentleman to have seen his way 
clear to have withdrawn his motion altogether. 
\Vhen the hon. member for ::\faryborough ami 
the late Administration proposed the line, 
he (Mr. Baynes) pronounced it to be a joh. 
When he denounced the line in public he ha<lno 
idea, as he had now, that it woul<l cost over 
a-quarter of a million of money. He knew the 
country the line traversed, and he sai<l, when the 
railway wrts proposed, never expecting it woul<l 
be constructed, that it would never pay for the 
grease of the wheels-and such was the fact. The 
present Admini~tration would have done the 
country great service when they took office had 
they been hold enough to wipe the line off, even 
if the act had been termed bv some an rtct of re
pudiation. Even the people ilf Bundaberg would 
have seen the justice of withdrawing the mnonnt 
from being expended in the district, because it 
would be of no benefit to Bunrbberg ultimately. 
Accorcling to a report which came before them 
not Inany week~ ago, he fonnrl that an enorn1on~ 
sum had been paid for a site for the terminus 
at North Bnndaherg. The Government hac! 
offered a large sum, which was disputed, and 
when the matter went to the arbitrator 
he wonlrl not rtl!ow even the sum offerer!. 
They were now cll.lled upon to sanction £120,000 
for a railway to run up to some mines. He htt<l 
seen those mines, and knew that some of them 
would not pay if they contained gold instead of 
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copper. If the copper was carried down free of 
expen,;e the mines would not pay. The House 
would not be justified in perpetuating this folly 
of the Douglas Atlministmtion. It was not for 
want of enterprise on the part of the people that 
the mines were a failure. There were lots of 
men like himself who were ready to develop the 
mining interest, which was the second interest 
of the colony-indeed, he should at all times be 
glad to develop any interest of benefit to the 
country. The Minister for ·works had honestly 
told the HoUHe that the line went through very 
rough country which would have to be tunnelled 
in ,;ome places, and that it could not be got 
through for less than £6,000 a-mile; but he (Mr. 
Baynes) knew from his own knowledge that the 
work could not be clone for that sum; and he 
shonl<l feel inclined to vote against the Govern
lllent on the ]H'F.sent occasion. It would be 
better for the country if members were to 
answer constituencies, as he unfortunately had 
to answer his during the recess, when asked 
whether he would support a railway from Gayn
tla.h to ::'{ anango. He told them plainly that 
such an idea was premature. They replied 
that the Government had expended a large 
amount on the Bundaberg and :Mount Perry 
line ; and then he had to explain that two 
blacks never made a white. If the Gov
ernment were a' plain to the country as he 
wa,; on the ucca<ion referred to the country 
woul<l he benefited, and the position of the Gov
ernment would be strengthened at the same 
time. The hon. junior member for Toowoomba 
nuvle a very sensible remark in his speech on the 
Ulermont and .Emerald Railway, when he said it 
should be part of the comprehensive scheme pro
mised by the Government on the land-block 
system. He quite endorsed every word uttered 
in thnt speech, and trusted that no more money 
would be voted to support what he considered 
one of the greatest jobs in connection with 
the Douglas Administration. The Government 
would not only have won the estimation of the 
constituencies, hut of the whole colony, had they 
withdrawn their support from such follies. 

Mr. NO!tTON said he would vote against 
the approval of the plans of this line of rail
way. He voted for the amount required for 
the construction of the railway in the Loan 
1\i!l of last session, but he only pursued that 
course in consequence of the Opposition tactics, 
and had no intention to vote for the plans when 
they were brought forward. This railway pro
po,;al was originated by gentlemen now on the 
Opposition side of the House, but he presumed 
the ( lovernment felt it incumbent upon them to 
proceE>d with the plans which had been sanc
tioned. The Minister of \Vorks said the first 
section of thh4 line would end nowhere ; but he 
"as muler the impres~ion that even if the 
line were carried to Mount Perry it would 
still end nowhere-indeed, he wished it had 
commenced nowhere. The line commenced at 
a river without an entrance, and ended in 
rttnges through which there was no exit. Bun
claberg was nnquestionably a rising town
ship, with a lot of rich lands, which in time 
wonld be more cultivated than they were at 
]Jreoont, hut there was no place in the country 
of which he was aware, in the direction of Mount 
Perry, to which the pro<luce of Bundaberg could 
l>o wofittebly taken. He did not wish to speak 
in disparagement of Bundaberg as a port ; 
perhaps it answered Ls purpose very well ; 
]Jut it coult! only he entered by small vessels, 
un<l in rough we£.tther the bar \V::ts so danger~ 
ons that no veseels tet all could enter. If the 
money propo,;ed to be expendetl upon this line 
hat! been expended upon the line from Gladstone 
to Gracemere, which he proposed last session, 
there would have ]Jeen :t baltence in hand 

and the interior would have been connected 
with a first-class port; at the same time, they 
would have saved a great deal of expenditure 
upon the Fitzroy River, and the line in itself 
would have been payable. They had heard 
a great deal about the rich mines in which 
the Mount Perry district abounded. The pre
sent contract would take the railway within 22 
miles of the Mount, and if the mines were as 
profitable as they were represented to be they 
could surely afford a carriage of 22 miles. He 
had not been to Mount Perry, but he had passed 
through the district within a short distance of 
the township. Between Port Curtis and Mary
borough there was a bold range on the right, and 
within it lay Mount Perry. He had reason 
to believe that there were no means of taking a 
railway through that range to the good country 
beyond : there was, moreover, a very small popula
tion at Mount Perry. He learnt from the directory 
that there were three publicans, one bltecksmith, 
one shoemaker, and several other tradesmen of 
that kind. The place itself was smtell, and beyond 
it there was nothing to which a railway could be 
tteken. There would be no means of getting 
through the ranges, or of branching the line on 
one side or the other. He did not see how 
he could possibly vote for the proposition of the 
Government. 

Mr. KELLETT said he felt compelled to vote 
against the motion, and he did so because of the 
arguments which the Minister for Works had 
advanced in favour of it. The hon. member 
told them first that it would be a very expensive 
line, and in trying to defend it he rete!ly said, or 
could say, nothing in favour of it. The money 
spent on the line in existence was practically 
wasted, and the further expenditure of £125,000 
which was proposed would be a waste of money. 
He had travelled the country before it was 
known as Mount Perry, and he must say that 
it was as miserable a country as anyone would 
want to see. The line would go nowhere, and as 
far as he could see it would never be of any 
earthly use. They all knew how the railway 
wtes started. It was done when there was a lot 
of log-rolling with regard to railways, and when, 
he believed, five rail ways were started at the same 
time. He did not think it a reason, because 
a certain amount of money had been wasted 
already, that they should clap on another 
£125,000-to be wasted. There were a number 
of useful works required throughout the colony, 
on which the money would be better spent. He 
could hardly believe that the Minister for W arks 
hted travelled over the district, as if he had 
he never would have brought forward the 
motion. 

The PREMIER said he did not know whether 
the Minister for \Vorks had ever travelled over 
the country, but he (Mr. Mcllwraith) had been 
there, tend he could conscientiously say that the 
proposed line would pass through a better district 
than would tenv other line which had been dis
cussed that night. From the way in which the 
hon. member for Stanley spoke he should imagine 
that he had never been over the country. This 
debate ought to have taken place last year when 
there appeared on the Loan Estimates an item 
of £108,000 for the construction of the line. The 
merits of the line ought then to have been dis
cussed. \Vhat the Government now proposed 
was simply the completion of a project which 
had received the sanction of the House. The 
money had tectually been secured, and now hon. 
members came forward tend said thtet the thing 
wtes teltogether wrong. They should never have 
given their tedhesion to the matter if they in
tended that the line should go no further than 
the present terminus. They would be breaking 
faith with the public creditors if they did not 
carry out the work-at anymte, they ought not 



768 Bundaberg and [ASSEMBLY.] Mollnt Perry Railway. 

to decide on such a course without advancing 
strong reasons for its adoption. He could under
stand the hon. member for Port Cnrtis, who was 
privileged to represent one of the finest harbonrs 
in the colony, disparaging the Bnrnett River. 
He thought if the hon. member lived a few years 
longer he would come to the conclusion that 
although that river would not bear competi
tion with the port at Gladstone it would 
bear competition with any other river in the 
colony. He believed that at a small expense 
the river could be made fit for navigation
at infinitely less expense than would be re
quired for the Brisbane or the Mary Rivers. The 
character of the country on the river would jus
tify the expenditure. The position of the matter 
was this : This railway project was brought 
before the House by th@ late Government, 
and none of the lines which were then proposed 
received the same general sanction of the House. 
Many of the members of the Opposition side 
of the House supported it, and he believed that, 
had it been put separately, it would have re
ceived a larger amount of support than any other 
line did. The railway had been constructed for 
:Lbout two-thirds of the distance which it was re
quired to go. Having comtructed it so far they 
would be stultifying themselves if they did not 
complete it. They were bound to complete it ; 
otherwise it would be one of the most unsightly 
objects in the colony. He did not think that 
hon. members who had spoken had done justice 
to the proposed terminus. The fact that the 
line would terminate at Mount Perry gave as 
great a guarantee of traffic as they had with 
respect to any of the projected branch lines. The 
hon. member for Port Curtis said that there was 
no possible exit from the range. Did the hon. 
member forget that the late Surveyor-General 
actually proposed that the line should be the 
means of exit to the western country, instead of a 
railway from Maryborough to Gayndah? He 
should be sorry to see the line thrown out, espe
cially for the reasons given, which ought to have 
been stated last year when the money was asked 
for. No objection had been taken to the plans 
and sections. He hoped the House would not 
commit themselves to the rejection of the motion, 
as by so doing they would be giving a severe 
blow to the efforts which the Government were 
making to have branch railways constructed in 
the colony. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said he entirely agreed with 
the Premier. He believed the hon. gentleman's 
anticipations as to the ultimate paying capacities 
of the line were well founded. It would be 
altogether out of the question not to authorise 
what throughout had been recognised as a part 
of a particular scheme. It was an act of folly 
to make the line to the present terminus if it 
was not intended to carry it on to Mount Perry ; 
it would have been better if it had not been taken 
in hand at all. His opinion was that ultimately 
the line would be a useful paying one, as it 
would be calculated to materially develop the 
mineral wealth of the district which had hardly 
been estimated. · 

Mr. BEATTIE said he thoroughly agreed 
with the Premier when he said that a number of 
members on the Opposition side of the House 
were in favour of the line when it was first pro
posed. Some hon. members had twitted the 
present Opposition with having brought forward 
the line, but those hon. members ought to have 
had the courtesy and the justice to say that a 
large number of the then Opposition were in 
favour of it. He was one of a very large depu
tation which came down from Mount Perry to 
urge the construction of the line. He believed 
there was valuable land in the district, and he 
hoped those hon. members who said the line 

woulcl not pay woulcl find themselves disap
pointed. He should certainly feel justifietl in 
supporting the Government. 

Yir. "\V ALSH said that he was bound to 
oppose the vote, because long before he had the 
notion of becoming a member of the Hou;;e he 
denounced it in the strongest terms which he 
could possibly find. He denounced it as a dis
graceful political job-one which was likely to 
commit the country to an immoderate expendi
ture-and he said that the line would not pay in 
their time or in their children's time. He ven
tured to assert that when the line was made one 
train in a month only woulcl be rer1uired. "\Yhat 
was to be done with the officers in the mean
time ?-were they to remain idle at Mount Perry 
or were the Gove'rnment going to find some other 
employment for them? Copper waH now being 
carried by road at £3 10". per ton, and if it 
would not pay at that rate it was worse than 
folly to suppose that it would pay any better 
with a railway. He believed there was a good 
deal of rich valuable land in the neighbourho01l 
of Bundaberg which the line would traverse, 
but when it got to Mount Perry it would 
be amongst a lot of gorges, out of which it 
could not he taken. A part from the los~ whkh 
the line would entail on the country, it hac] 
done a great deal of mischief in other direc -
tions. J;;very constituency in the colony wanted 
a railway because it was proposed. His con
stituents worried the life out of him, and they, 
believing that he would accept the position 
e>f a delegate and do just as they pleased, 
demanded of him, as well as of his colleague, 
that when there was a· close majority in the 
House last year he should vote against the J\'Iin
istry unless they would consent to the construc
tion of a line from Palmer to Cooktown. He 
hoped that his political creed or his honest con
victions would not be sold over to the consti
tuents of Cook or to anybody else. He should do, 
as he always had done, what he considered was 
best in the interests of the colony. "Whether at 
the time he supported a Yiinistry composed 
of the best men was a matter entirely beside the 
question. The hon. member for Port Curtis 
said there were only Chinese where it was pro
posed to take the line ; but if he (:Mr. "\V alsh) 
thought that the Chinese required goods which 
would create railway traffic he should not oppose 
the line. There were neither Chinese nor Euro
peans. They were in this dilemma : the rail
way had been built a certain distance already, 
and although he had condemned the project all 
throug-h he must say that it was not advisable 
that the line should stop where it was-that was 
nowhere. The position was a very serious one. 
It was a political error-if he might call it so
to ever have commenced the line, and it had 
created a great deal of mischief. He had said 
in public often, and he would repeat in the 
House, that he believed it would have been far 
better and more profitable to the country to have 
given life annuities of £5,000 each to those mem
bers who were parties to the project than that 
it should have been commenced-it would have 
been better to have done that than to have in
flicted such a railway on the country. 

Mr. AMHlTHST said he was most strongly 
opposed to this railway when it was brought in, 
along with a bunch of others, by the hon. mem
ber for Northern Downs (Mr. Thorn), in 1877. 
It was evidently made for political purposes. 
Nevertheless, now that they had got so far with 
it, it would be folly to waste the whole of the 
money spent so far. By going further the line 
might get into some agricultural country. They 
ought to make the best of a gross error com
mitted by the other side. After careful con
sideration, he thought it would be easier to make 
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the best of a had bargain by extending the line 
further, in the hope of retrieving Rome of the 
money already thrown away. 

::\Ir. NicL:B~AN said he supported the line when 
it was introduced in 1877, and should do so now. 
Hon. members had spoken against the line 
more because it was introduced by the late 
Government than from knowledo-e of the lo
cality i,tself. It had been said thbat the railway 
began nowhere and ended nowhere; but that was 
nonsense, for if the line got to the terminus it 
could very ea•ily get out again. According to 
the hon. member for Port Curtis, :Mount Perry 
must have gone down considerably clurin" the 
last two or three years. \\'hen he visit~~~ the 
place four yea_rs ago the_re was as prosperous an 
mland township as any m the colony. The line 
would run through agricultural country and it 
would be a pity to stop it at the foot of the 
range, and not carry it on to J"viount Perry. 
:\l_mmt Perry might revive again, as the copper 
mmes had not been developed nearly w much as 
they probably would be. He supported the line 
in the first instance from conviction and a know
ledge of the locality, and he should support it 
now on the same grounds. 

l\Ir. RUTLEDGE said he had from the first 
bee_n opposed to the Bundaberg· and :Mount Perry 
Railway, and had he been a member ofthe Hoube 
at the ti~ne when the bunch of six railways was 
brought m not even loyalty to his party would 
have induced him to support it-to saddle upon 
the country the enormous expenditure involved 
in the construction of those railways. Quite 
eno.ugh money had been spent upon a line 
winch would never pay anything like interest 
upon the outlay. A gentleman who was ex
tensively acquainted with the country between 
Bundaberg and l\Iount Perry had recently told 
h!':r that the_re was not. the slightest proba
bility of the !me ever paymg, as had been ~aid, 
the g~'eas_: for the wheels of the railway cZLrriages. 
Considermg that there were other localities 
where justice. required that railways should be 
constructed, It would be a grievous mistake to 
spend an additional £125,000 in the construc
tion of a line which, when finished, would 
be of no use to anybody. J<'rom lookin" at 
the plans he felt convinced that the expe~Idi
ture would exceed the estimate : there W11s an 
interminable succession of gullies which would 
necessitate an enormous amount of brid·,ino- and 
i:r all probability th~ cost of maintalnh~g· the 
!me wonlLl be somethmg extraordiwtrv. Thev 
had gone far enough with the blunder ancl 
if it came to a division he should feel bound 
to vote against the motion of the Minister for 
\Vorks. 

The l\IINIST:BJR :!<'OR LAXDS wished to 
call attention to the fact that some time prior to 
the introduction of the railway by the hon. 
member for J"viaryborough, an offer came from a 
M~._ Vickery, a Sydney capitalist, to make a 
railway from Bundaberg to J"viount Perry-such 
confidence had he in the resources of the district. 
Other counsels prevailed, and the offer was not 
accepted. 

:Yir. DOUGLAS: He did rot come up to 
" the scratch." 

The MINISTER :!<'OR LANDS said he only 
knew that the offer was made and declined and 
that the same line was afterwards bunched 'with 
five or six others which must be either taken in 
f!lobo or rejected. Although the making of the 
line was a mi~take in the . first instance, yet it 
would be a still greater mrstake to stop it now. 
He had no desire to persuade members one way 
or the other, but members of the Opposition 
were bound to support the motion. 

Mr. DOUGLAS : You were one of its nriginal 
supporters. 

The :i\IINISTEH FOR LAKDS said he was 
new to politics at the time, and althoug·h 
he knew the line was a mistake he was in
duced to vote for it. Had the railways 
been taken Be1'iatim he might, perhaps, have 
given a different vote. It was easy for the 
hon. member for Cook (Mr. \\' alsh) to oppose 
the motion, seeing he had been out of the colony 
for so long. Possibly he did not know how the 
Cook had grown in importance during his 
absence ; and the hon. member had certainly 
gone a little too far in saying what was 
going on in a place he had never seen. He 
woulrl recommend the hon. member to make 
a call at Mount Perry on his voyage north. 
He was satisfied from the discoveries made that 
if there was an easy, cheap, and convenient 
means of transit pro,·ided a reaction would set 
in. It might not occur this year, or next, but 
that it would come was as sure as the seasons 
coming round. It was well not to be too en
tlmsiastic on one side or too depressed on the 
other, but to take a medium course. However, 
he had come to this conclusion on the matter
that so much public money having been expended 
on the representations of the hon. member for 
Maryborough and his colleagues, who persuaded 
the House to adopt thiM Dundaberg and Mount 
Perry Railway as one of their railway schemes, 
he believed that money would be utterly wasted 
-that it would be better to take up the rails and 
the sleeperrz, and sell the land that had been 
purchased back again, if anyone was found 
willing to buy it, unless the line was continued. 
That was the only chance there was-and he 
did not think it a very remote one-of getting 
a return. At any rate, he ·believed the 
chance of many of the railways advocated 
by hon. members paying was just as remote as 
this one. He was quite sure that nature or 
ProYidence did not create those copper mines for 
no purpose whatever, and that many latent in
dustries would be developed by continuing this 
line. If that House was one year to authorise 
the expenditure of a quarter of a million of 
money on a railway, and a couple of years after 
stop suddenly and say they were going nowhere, 
it was quite time that they paused and looked 
around. He looked to hon. members on the other 
side of the Hou5e who initiated this scheme 
of making railways, and particularly this Bunda
berg and Mount Perry line, and induced him to 
vote for it, to continue it so that it might lend to 
some place, and have a chance of paying some
thing towards the cost of it~ construction. 

::\1r. MILES said he had intended to vote for 
this extension, but he was not going to wait 
there if Ministers were going to get up and 
stonewall their own measures. Unless they 
came to a division he would not wait any 
longer. 

Mr. GRIMES was pleased to be in the 
fortunate position of being able to vote with 
perfect freedom against this railway. He 
could hardly imagine how the late Minis
try managed to get a majority to support 
them in carrying the Bundaberg and Mount 
Perry line, but he presumed that at that 
time the copper mines at Mount Perry were 
much more prosperous than they were now. 
The scheme was a mistake from the first, and 
the best way would be to make the first loss the 
only loss, and close the line up, and let it remain 
there as a memento of the folly of bunching five 
or six railways together for the purpose of getting 
them all passed. 

Mr. DA VEXPORT said that this line was an 
unfortunate bantling which the Government had 
inherited from the past, and a very expensive 
one it was. To carry it out to any useful end 
they would have to spend about £120,000. They 
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were asked to support the motion on the mere 
chance of the specula.tion of 1nining gmnl;ling, 
and possibly of speculators, and that the mining 
industries might be set to work. They were not 
sent there to gamble with their own money or 
that of the public. He was vrepared to move 
that the motion would be considered that day 
six months. 

l\Ir. O'BULLIV AK had listened with the 
greatest attention and care to all that was said 
about the matter. He nee<l not remind the 
House that he was as much against the railway 
as any member of the House, but he di<l not 
see his way clear to allowing all the money 
formerly thrown away upon the line to be wasted. 
He thought the railway nee1l not terminate at 
~lount Perry. He agreed with the hon. mem
her who sai<l tlmt he did not lJ<·lieve that nature 
ha<l vhce<l those ranges there without some 
rPason, tnul for aught they kne\Y, n;.; ~non a~ the 
rail W[ty went there these ritnge~ would yiel< l 
large profits, awl pay the expense:.; of the 
line, better than :<ome of the brancheB pro]><lsed. 
He had it on the :<uthority of an engineer that 
the line could be very well taken over the ranges 
to Oaywlah, and open up the country on the 
Daw~on ltiver. If that could be reached a go()(] 
1leal would l>e saved. It woultl he a great joke 
if wlwn they had got the milway the copper 
mine:< were opem'£1 up, and 1leceive them itll hy 
tlwir 1 n·o,;perity. Tttking that view of the cnse, 
he wa" inclined to :<ave the money alreitcly lost
not, of course, that he approved of the matter 
himself, hut after lmilding a house he woul<lnot 
leave it without the :.;hingles. As they had burnt 
the cttndle, they might as well burn the heel of it. 
lie was perfect]:; willing to take hi,; :.;hare of the 
l'P~JWnKibility of cn.rrying the line ont ac<"'vrding
to the first intention, though he had voted against 
it~ and \vould <lo KO again if :mch an occmdon 
aro:.;e. If the colony could survive what it had 
itlrencly lost it could survive the expenditure of 
another £125,000. 

:\lr. LlTMLEY HILL sai1! the arguments 
used hy the hon. member were very extraor
dinary. He ttppearerl to be going on the old 
principle of Kentling good Inoney after lmd
letting the trtil go after the hide. After slinging 
£1!i0,000 awity the colony was to sling another 
£lii0,000 after it, without the slighte;;t chance of 
the prnJX>'e<l work 1Jeing made reproductive. 
The Hmme Wits tohl tlmt there nmst be smne· 
thing in the range to be developed; but he hall 
seen some ranges with very little in them, 
and he thought some more definite prospect 
should be shown. He harl read an account 
of the final meeting of the shitreholders of 
the :Mount Perry mine, anrl if he remembered 
rightly there was a dividend of a few shillings 
in the £ for the creditors and nothing at all 
for the shareholders. That did not seem like a 
successful mining industry. The l\Iount Perry 
n1ines had not to pay for long carriage either, 
as those of Peak Downs had, and it was not 
likely that carriage by railway would he so very 
much cheaper than by drays. He woul<l not 
go so far rts to advocate the pulling up of the 
rail:.;, but he certainly would not agree to the 
line being Citrrie<l any further until some hetter 
fiRKnrance waR given that it \Vonld be a paying 
speculation. He looked upon that line as one 
of the gre>ttest jolJs of the late l\Iini:.;try ; and 
though he, with the hon. member for Port 
Curtis, voted the money last year, he did so 
simplyhecause the Government were so harassed 
by the Opposition, itnd he wished to lJring 
things to a close. 

:\Ir. ()"RFLLIVA:J'\ : A strange reitson for 
voting public money ! 

1\fr. LU:VILEY HILL said he might have 
ma<le " great mbtake then, hut he would not 

mitke another with his eyes as wide open as they 
were upon this occasion. He should take the 
opportunity as recording his vote against the 
line. 

Mr. KATES sai<l it was his intention to vote 
against the 1notion, not HO rnuch on account of 
the expenditure of the £125,000 as of the other 
expenses which the construction of the line wouhl 
entail. Stations would have to be built, s,t;ation
nwsters appointed, and a large sum voted for 
rna,intaining the line. 

:\[r. :B'RASER said he wished to offer " few 
words on this subject, because it had been em
phatically stated that when an hon. member 
once committed himself to what mi,.;ht be con
sidered a mistaken course, he was ever after· 
wards bound to aclhere to it. To that he 
objected entirely. He had never been in 
favour of either the Bundaherg nor the l\Iary
borough line ; hut had voted for them from 
party considerations. He had regretted ha;-
iug done so ever since, itnd he had expressed 
his rel,\-ret when before his constituents, and 
state!l that if ever an opportunity occurred 
of correcting the mistake he then made he 
should embrace it. lt might not be a very sound 
proceeding, hitving spent eo much money already, 
to arrest the work at the present stage, and he 
should not have been a rmrty to doing so if the 
l\Iinister for \Vorks or any other supporter 
of the extension hitd shown that there was any 
probability of the work becoming remuneratiw. 
Kothing of the kind had been shown, and he had 
been informed by persons who knew the cnm1· 
trv that the line coul<l never be made to pay. 
F·;,der such circumstances it was the bounden 
duty of any hon. member enterta~ning the COJ_I
victiml he did to arrest the expenll1ture of pubhc 
money in that direction. 

Qm",;tion pnt, and the House divided:
AYEs, 18. 

'M:essr.::;. Palmer, ::.\Iclhvraith, :J:Iacrerssa.n, Perkin~. 
Beor, )!cLean, Dickson, ::.unes, Beattie, Scott, Donglns, 
Weld-Blnndell, II. "\'\ ..... I>almer, O'Sulli'ran, SwanwiC'k, 
IInmilton, J>rice, and Amhurst. 

Xo;;s, H. 
Messrs. Gm·rick, Raynes, Rutledge, Feez, Praser, 

Grime._, Dn.venport, )forehead, Lalor, Stevens, Kellett, 
Katt:t,~, Lnmley Hill, and :Xortou. 

Question, therefore, resol veri in the affirJF
ative. 

The House adjourned at ten minutes past 11 
o'clock. 




