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678 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Correction. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Tnewlay, 14 Septemlm·, 1880. 

rctitions.-Land Act Amendment Bill.-Correction.
l\Iotion for _Adjonl·nment.-Snpply .-Adjournment. 

The SPJ£AKBTI took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

P:ETITIONS. 
:\fr. LO\V presented a petition from Selectors 

in the district of St. George, pmying for relief 
under the Land Act of 1876. 

Petition read and received. 
::V[r. MESTO='J presented a petition from Selec

tors in the Hosewood Electorate, with reference 
to the proposed alteration of the Tariff. 

Petition received. 

LAND ACT A::\'IEND:YIEKT BILL. 
On the motion of Mr. ::VIESTON, it was re

solved that le<Lve be given to bring· in "' Bill to 
amend the Crown Lands Alienation Act of 187G 
in certain particulars. 

The Bill was introduced, reo,d a first time, and 
the second reading mo,de an Order of the Day for 
Thursdo,y fortnight. 

CORRECTION. 
The ATTORKEY-GEXERAL (Mr. Beor) 

so,id that as a matter of privilege he wished to 
correct a slight misprint which appeared in Han
.<anl of tho,t day. It was not a very great mis
take, still he was loth to leave it uncontradicted. 
He was reported to have accused the hon. mem
ber for Maryborough of gross indecency. Of 
course he did nothing of the kind. He accused 
him of gross inaccuracy. 

The Hox . • T. DOUGLAS said he was much 
obliged to the hem. gentleman for the correction. 
He had not noticed the mistake, the fact being 
that words were sometimes bandied about so 
freely tho,t he did not observe what was re
ported. He would al;;o take the opportunity 
of correcting· a rather important misprint, in 
reference to the name of the original organiser 
of the native police force. The name should 
have been \Valker, but it was printed \Vaters in 
Hansa1·cl. Although Hun8a1·cl gave the name 
as \V aters, those who knew the man would 
easily recognise whom he meant. 

The MIXISTER :FOR LANDS (Mr. Perkins, 
who was most indistinctly heard in the gallery) 
was understood to complain of an inaccuracy in 
Hansarcl. In Ha11sanl of J!'riday, in the report 
of the debate upon the motion of the member for 
Darling Downs for the production of returns 
regarding the closing of roads, he \Vas reported 
to have ;;aid~he conld not indicate to the 
reporters the particular line~but what he 
did say was that the hon. member for Dar
ling Downs had sixteen miles of frontage 
to the Condamine River withont a road or 
bridge, and that having cJo,red the roads and 
caused them to be sold to himself, he next pro
ceeded to have the reserves and camping places 
sold to himself. There was nothing about that 
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in Hanscwd. Then, again, it would appear that 
he thought little of the certificate of character 
brought by the hon. member. He did not in
tend in any way to cast a slight upon the person 
who wrote the certificate for the hon. member. 
\Vhat he meant to say was--

The SPEAKER said the hon. member should 
confine himself to a correction of the inaccuracies. 
He should point them out, and state what he did 
say. 

The :'\IIXISTJ~R :F'OR LAKDS was under
stood to >CLV that he would confine himself to a 
correction of the inaccuracy. In another place he 
did 'ay that he was perfectly acquainted with the 
mode in which the letter was got, but that was not 
reported. Frotn hiR kno\vledge it was not \Vorth 
the paper it was written on. \Vith regiLrcl to the 
passage in which he stated that the hon. member 
went on a voyage of discovery to Blackall, where 
he was interviewed by a number of the inhabi
tants and professed to have made the discm·ery 
that the people had been cheated, what he (:i\11-. 
Perkins) said was, "I suppose that was another 
of your truths"! \Vhen you find it was wrong 
you ha Ye neither the honesty nor the manliness 
to con1e forward and correct it." That \Vas not 
reported. It was not worth while to move the 
adjournment of the House, and it was not his 
practice to obstruct business ; but he felt it 
was necessary that he shonld call the attention of 
the Speaker and of the House to those inaccura
cies. \Vhile admitting the ability of the Hrm
Sf[?'d staff-and he had been very unwilling here
tofore to challenge their reports-he must express 
his opinion that the reports this session were not 
at all e<1ual to those of previous sessions, and--

The SPJ~AKER said the hon. gentleman was 
now proceeding to tliscuss the merits of the 
Ha nsm·d staff. 

l\IOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 
l'vir. BEATTIE said he was sorry to have to 

move the adjournment of the House, but he 
would not detain hon. members more than a few 
1n01nents. The hon. 1nernber for l~noggera C~\Ir. 
Dickson), last eYening ,asked the Colonial Secre
tary, without notice, a question with reference 
to the unfortunate accident which happened on 
Saturday last in the Bay, and which wa" the 
subject of a paragraph in the Daily Tc/cymph. 
'fhat paragraph contained a statement that an 
application had been made for a better boat, anrl 
was calculated to caot discredit upon the Harbour 
Department. He (Mr. Beattie) hac! therefore 
taken the trouble to go down and examine the 
boat, and had come to the conclusion that there 
could not have been any foundation for the state
ment made in the paragraph. A finer boat he 
had never seen, and he should not be afraid to 
go to any part of l\Ioreton Bay in her. The 
accident appeared to have occurred throug-h the 
anxiety of the poor fellow to get some letters. 
Between Amity Point and the point where he 
lived wtts a spit of sand, and what with the flood 
tide and the easterly wind he got among the 
breakers. He put the boat about and tried to 
get back, but the rollers got on board and cap
sized her. The anchor which was on board at 
the time fell out and held the bo>tt fast, while 
the man and the boy floated away and were 
drowned. The Acting Harbourmaster felt sore 
about the statement which had been made, and 
in justice to him it should be stated tlmt there 
was no nece,sity for any applic,,tion for a new 
boat. The boat wtts an excellent one, adapted 
for every purpose for which it was required. 
Re moved the adjournment of the House. 

The PREMIER {Mr. Mcilwraith) said he 
was obliged to the hon. member for giving the 
explanation. The question referred to was asked 

by the hon. member (Mr. Dickson) somewhat 
abruptly yesterday, and the Government were 
not then in full possession of the facts of the 
CU.Be. 

Question put and negatived. 

SUPPLY. 
On the motion of the PRE::\HER, the Rouse 

went into Committee of Supply. 
The COLOKIAL SECHETARY(Mr. Palmer) 

move<! that £15,014 be granted for gaols and 
St. Helena. In last yettr's E,,timates he said 
£12,227 was voted for gaols and £2,125 for 
St. Helen::t, making together £14,352. All the 
hard-labour prisoners had now been removed 
from Brisbane to St. Helena. The increase of 
£1,2G2 in the total vote had been rendered 
necessary by the increased number of criminals 
upon the establishments. There was nothing 
else on the estimate that appeared to require 
explanation, but he should be very happy to give 
any information that might be 1·equired. 

l\Ir. DO"GGLAS asked whether the Colonial 
Secretary had come to any decision with regard 
to the site of the new gaol which was to take the 
place of the old one. He under>tood that the 
Colonial Secretary had decided that the old gaol 
was to be pulled down, the mntter having been 
discussed in a prelilninary sort of way last session. 
He presumed the hon. gentleman could now give 
some information as to the site, what the build
ing would cost, ant! what was likely to be re
ceiyed for the old gaol when pulled down. 

TheCOLOKIAL SECRETARY said he made 
a statement last year of the proceeds likely to re
sult from the sale of the building mnterial accord
ing· to a professional valuation, but he could not 
lay his hand on the papers at the moment. The 
sum of £10,000 had been voted out of loan 
account for the new gaol, and plans were in pre
paration. The site was on part of the outside 
bridge lands in South Brisbane, pretty well out
side the town. 
. Mr. McL:EAK asked whether it was true that 
the German interpreter.-; had been dispensed 
with? 

The COLOXIAL SECRETARY said he 
should be happy to answer the question when 
the vote for miscellaneous services, out of which 
interpreters were paid, came on for discussion. 

?I:Ir. DOUGLAS said he had not had an 
opportunity of visiting Too\vonmba gaol lately, 
but he should be glad to know whether arrange
ments had been made to increase the accommoda
tion. The accommodation for female prisoners 
was, he believed, Yery defective. He understood 
that the old court-house was to be thrown into 
the gaol, and included in the buildings. 

The COLONIAL S:ECRETARY said the 
in1proverrwnts were being carried out, and he 
hoped they would be completed in a very short 
time. 

l\Ir. DOUGLAS asked whether the gaol at 
Townsville was now in occupation, and what 
accommodation it provided ' It was stated last 
session that the gaol, although opened, was not 
considered fit for occupation, and that in some 
respect:; the building was very defective. 

The COLOXIAL SECRETAHY said that 
the gaol had already been occupied some time 
when he was in Townsville in February last. 
He confessed he did not like the style of the 
building-too much had been sacrificed to 
economy. It was the counterpart of the one at 
Uockhamptm:l, and, in his opinion, they were 
both decit!edly bad. 

Mr. DOUGLAS: I am afraid they are. 
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The COLOXIAL SECni•:TARY Raicl the 
bnihl.ing Vi'as far <'Ltl\'a.nce(l when he took oHil:e, 
and he ha.tlHo 111eaw-; of utaki11g any cou~;-i,lera!Jle 
alteration. He iunnedi:tte\y <ll"llerecl tlwt t.he 
ward in the np~tair~ chmnlJ.er, \vhich W<-t:·; a.ll in 
one room, shonlcl lJe li~·ht"<l from the top by 
a lamp, and that a hole ohoul<l be broken 
through the \Ya.rll, and }H'OYibiou nlrt<le to 
ena,ble the war<lerR to inspect the pri:·muerR 
,~·ithout any <langer of heing rn ... ;bed lJy tht~nl. 
He disliked the ph'l,n exceetliHgly-···hanlly an~·
thing conld lH~ wor~e ~ lH1t he wa.s helple;-;s to 
renw<ly it fnrther. Smtte rvldition:-; iu the \·,;-tv 
of \voi·king-slwp:-; had aL;n lJet'll lllfL(h'. Th'e 
Hockhm11pton gaol, n,lthongh a. l()ng tilnt> in pro
gre:-:::.;, '''aR not yet r,ccnpied, the warder~· qn<:tl'
ters not being cmuplete 1. 

.:\Ir . .:\IcLEA:'\ s;ci<l he""'. lrv the ml\'''l''"'l'er 
reports that the nnfortnnate Clrine,,e leper ,-dJo 
was liher:tt8tl hatl bet'l1 re-apprelH:~ndetl [Llld. tnJ;;:eH 
back to his qnarter:-:. There seeu1e< l t1) be rt 
lliVE'l'Rit,v of opiuiou <Ll"i to \Yhether the lU<Lll \\'a:-> 

suffering frtml lepro."'y :.tt ~Lll; and it \\·a" 1-itrall~'e 
that there ;;;honld bt"' no llH:ft1h of sendi11g hin1 
back to his owu cnnntry. 

The COLU:\IAL SE< 'HETAHY "'i'l he ha<l 
endeanmretl to get ,..;hi pH tnt1ling to ( 1hiw.L to 
take the utan haek, lJHt n<> l"ihip \\'onlLl 
take hin1, ~-tnd hP wa~ Ullt s1n·e whetlwr the 
lavv WoHl1l n1low a ~hip to do so. 11t~ had 
Hon1e donl)t:-; whetlwr t1w diMease was infection~, 
but did not c m,..; tlt'I' hini,..;e)f ,instith~tl in netting 
the 1nan a,t liherty, a~ he h:vl been arrei'.ted in 
tlne course of law an(l con11nitted bv a bench of 
ma,gi:4ra,te~. The lllall \Va . ..; very expen~ive to 
keep, anrl he regrette(l he eonltl n:1t Hf_'Hcl hiln 
back. He ~honl<l l«e de lighter! to get rid of him, 
and also uf the Chine~·a:• 1 nnatic~; but, though he 
harl tried hard to 'encl them lmek to the Clf\mtry 
where they "'antecl their bones to IJc, no ship 
would take tliem. 

:Yir. DOUGLAS 'ai<l he believecl there "'as 
some chnse in the treaty l1y which thoRe m eH 
coulLl be sent back ; hut lie ~l1ppoHed it -would be 
a too ronnclaLont course to enter into cmrnunni
cations on the sulJject with the Chiue'e antlw
rities. ..A .. n application was In:t1le son1e time ago 
to know vvhether there '' ould be nny nhjeetion 
to the presence of n Chinese crmsul here. If 
there was a Chine:-:e consul in ~ydney, Ol' in o.ny 
of the other colm1ies, the (}ovennnent nlight 
af.wertain frmn hin1 whether thf:> rep:t..tria.tion of 
theRe men might l1e effected. \Vith regard to 
the leper, he to ~on1e extent agreetl with the 
Colonial Secretm·y that there was a goo<lrleal 
of superstition on the s11bject. He remembered 
seeing a very had case of leproq in the JVIel
bonrne General Hospital, and the <lnctor there 
did not take an;.:r Kpecial precnntinn. The 
patient waR tn~ated in a Reparate roorn, but 
close to other patients, :tncl the surgeon-super
intendent in charge st>ttecl that he had no 
qualms of conscience about the matter, aB he <lid 
not anticip:_tte any danger frmn contagion. That 
was a case nf decidedly nggTavated leprosr, lmt 
the medical men treated it in the g·eneral hospital 
without any compunction. 

Mr. WELD-BLUKDELL said he had been 
over one of the largeRt leprosy estabJi,hments in 
the world--the one at J\Iaclras-mul the chief 
medical officer there told him he waR con vincecl 
that there was nothing contagious about the 
disease. 

Mr. DOUGLAS asked whether the gaol at 
Rockhampton would not be made nse of ? 

The COLOKIAL SECRETARY: Not yet. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said he nnderstoocl that the 
gaol \Vas: not rnade use of in co:n1"equen.ce nf the 
hl1i.lding b~bltr l.U?!:ll1it:lhlel 

The COLOKTAL SECJmTARY: Ko; it is 
i1l con~eq ueuee of the wartlel'~' quarter::-; not being 
emHpleted. 

:.rr. lJOl'ULAS thnng'l1t it desirable to pro
vide gn..ols 8nitetl to the climate, and it would 
perlmt" he as well if they applied to the 
lmli:m authorities for designs of buildings 
aclapte<l to hot climates. It Reemed an inhuman 
thing to con fine prisnner~ in gaols situated in n 
hot diumte like that of Hncklmmpton ant! Towns
vi lie, and in which there was little or no ventila
tion. Tf both gaols Wl're so unsuitable they 
mi::-;·ht }H'OYitle a central e~talJlislnnE'llt where 
gfL(ll lm~inc:-: . .., could be carridd out with ~onH:'
thin;;· like scientific detail. He belieYed it wa' 
a.t one tin1e prnpo~ecl that long-f.;entenced pri
><nners f'11onl<l hre sent to ThurHclay Island and 
n1ade use of tl1erc. There war-; another propo
sition that the Australian colonies shoulrl com
],ine in the formation of a penal settlement on 
the northern eoa~t, an<l L1ispo:--;e of the crhni
li<tl~ by :-:tartiug a ne\v colony. lle did not kno:v 
that the thing conic\ he worked out, but tt 
•;ee1ned to hilu that there would be son1e adva11~ 
tage in having ~uch a.n e~tabli;-;hment at a place 
like the Fitzmy Hi\"er, recently explored by 
~lr. Forrer-;t, a::-; it 1night be the 1neans of forn1ing 
a nev: settlenwnt on the north- \Ye "it COf-tSt of 
An'1tralia. Of cour~e, it was neces:-:;<1ry to have 
lockups, lmt he doubted whether it was desirable 
t(l haYe ::t cm1~iderable nun1Ler of :-nnaJl ga.nls 
throughout the colony. Large gaol:-; would be 
preferallle, bec:mRe in them there would ];e 
llettt:r discipline and l1etter organisation. 

The COLOKIAL SECHETAEY sairl he 
die! not object to the gaol in Hockhmnpton 
because of the want of Yentilation; he thought 
there W>LS plenty of it. \V hat he objected to waR 
the associated ward upstairs, which \vas so 
arranged that the prisoners could not be under 
snrveill:mce at night. He had had that defeet 
remedied as br as possiiJle. 

l\Ir. ?IIcLEA:\' said the foundation~ of the 
Hoekh:tnlpton gaol were put in two years ago, 
:tn<l the bnilding ought to he available l1efore 
thi~. The nceornnwtlation for wmnen in the 
pt·esent gnol was very lin1ited, the result being· 
that it was sometimes very much overcrowded. 

l\Ir. :FKEZ "''id the opinion which he had 
arrived at, after hearing the opinion~ of cmn
petent men, was that the llockhampton gaol-as 
an <t.rchitectul·al ~trnctnre-was tbe uwRt cm11-
plete failure in the colony. It wn" not only a 
fnilnre from an architectuml point of view, but 
it wa' not adapted to the climate. The present 
gaol "·rrs by far a better building than the new 
one. lu erecting buildings for hospitals, gaols, 
or lunatic asylums, the firbt consideration ought 
to he to construct them so '" to suit the climate, 
anrl premiums ought to be offered for plans. He 
hnrl IJeen through the new gaol at Hockhampton 
011 hot days, allll he believed it would be found 
tot:tllv unfit for the confinement of prisoners, 
anrl ti1e h1ternal arrangement~ were so defective 
that the warders would not he able to perform 
their duties as they ought to be performed. The 
money spent on the buil<ling had been wasted, 
but who was to blame he rlicl not know. Experi
ence in regard to that building ought to be a 
warning to Ministers not to leave matters entirely 
to one architect.. An :trchitect might he able to 
prep:tre faultless plans of one style of building, 
and completely bil when called upon to design 
buildings in another style. 

l\Ir. WELD-1\L"G:\'DELL thought there 
would be no difficulty in getting complete plans 
of hospitals from Ringapore, where there vvere 
four or five large hospitals built on the late;;t 
mPdels so as to provide against the effect" of the 
h~.lt e1in1ate! He diU not think they 'vnnhJ h~ 
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able to get eqnally vn,luahle information in regard 
to gaob, because in ~ing;apore a.nd India the 
custom was to put from 100 to 200 prisoners in 
one ward. 

Mr. AllCHER said he was of opinion that 
anyone who visited St. Helena must come to the 
conclusion that they were n1aking a Inistake iu 
constructing buildings of brick~ and tnortar ; he 
had no doubt tlmt hardwood strnctnres would be 
much better. Taking St. Helena as a model, 
they might com:;truct good airy g::wls, well adap
ted fm the purpose, at one-half of the cost of the 
new brick building at Hockhampton. He agreed 
with the hon. member for Leichhardt that there 
was no 3Teater architectural failure in the colony 
than tlm t. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said it was rather a melan
choly satisfaction to hear that the old gaol at 
llockhampton was better than the new one. If 
that was the case it would be better to abolish the 
gaol altogether. His attention had been drawn 
to the great expense incurred in bringing short
sentenced rn·isoners from Blackall, Tambo, and 
Aranmc to Hockhampton. That expense might 
be saved by building lockups in some of the 
inland towns, where the prisoners might be con
fine<!. He should like to know whether the 
Colonial Secretary contemplated any improve
ment of the kind? 

The COLONIAL SECRET AllY said arrange
n1ents were in progress for the construction of a 
lockup at Blackall, which would obviate the 
nece~sity of bringing prisoners to Rockhan1pton. 
The charges connected with the removal <•f 
prisoners were enornwns, and the saving which 
won],] Le effected would pay the interest on the 
co~t of the lockup, and go a long way towards 
paying the principal. 

::'\Ir. THORN asked whether it was true that 
the chief warder at St. Helena had been removed 
to another place because he was not fit for his 
post? 

The COLO~IAL SIWRETARY said that 
the chief warders at St. Helena and at \Voogaroo 
had been changed, not Lecnuse they were not 
fitted for their places, but because he considered 
the change would be desirable. 

Mr. GRTFFITH asked what was the nature 
of the objection to the gaols at Hockhampton 
and Townsville. He umlerstood that the build
ings were constructed according to the latest 
deKignR. 

The COLONIAL SECRgTAHY said that he 
had twice stated the objection to the buildings. 
They were too small to begin with, and the pas
'age:-; were so narrow that the prisoners could 
con verse from one cell to another. The great 
objection to the buihlings was the associated ward 
in the upper storeys, which was built so that 
prisoners coul<l not be seen unless the turnkey 
opened the door. Alterations httd been made 
whereby the prisoners woul<l be under better 
snrYeilbnce and warders would be guarded 
ngainst attacks by prisoners. The whole con
struction of the buildings wax ba<l. He did not 
know what :Minister it was who approved of the 
designs. When he entered of!ice the buildings 
were too far advanced to admit of many desirable 
a]terationo being made. 

Mr. GHIFYITH said there was surely some 
ear;y W<-ty of discovering 'vho was rer;ponsible. 
He nnderstood that the buildings were designe<l 
on the resnlt of experience in other parts of the 
world. He was sure that the Colonial Architect 
dicl not evolve the desig-n out of his own imagi
nntion; he must have had advice. 

The COLO~IAL SECllETAEY said that the 
lVHniRtPr jn charge 0f the <lcpartlnent Jnn:.;t h:::tYe 
tl-ppl'l.l\'ell of the pl~Ll1R. hiJt of ln.tl~ ypn.r,.; Coltmi:Jl 

lSN()-1! '\ 

Secretaries had changed like the scenes of a 
kaleidmcope, and it was not easy to find out 
who was to blame. 

Mr. l<}<;Ez said the desig·ns were approved of 
by the late Government. vVhen the plans were 
first exhibited in Hockhampton strong objections 
were urged against them. Neither the gaoler 
nor the sheriff was consulted in regard to the 
plans. At first it was intended to erect the gaol 
on a hill, but it was found that the expense for 
foundations would be fearful, and then appli
cation was made to the Corporation for a piece of 
ground which was considered to be better suited. 
As the wards were ananged at first the prisoners 
would have had no dif!iculty in attacking the 
warders as they entered the cells. Another 
objection to the design was that the gaoler's 
quarters were outside the gaol walls. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said he had no recollection of 
the de,;igns having come before him. But sup
posing he had seen them, he did not know that 
he should have offered any decided opposition to 
them, or rather that he should have exercised 
any control over the deMigner, who might be pre
sumed to be an expert. Experience had shown, 
however, that there was a necessity for the exer
cise of strict supervision over all such matters. 

Mr. THORN questioned whether the people 
of Rockhampton would be satisfied even if the 
Government erected a third gaol there. With 
regard to the gaol under discussion, he remem
bered placing a sum upon the Estimates, but 
he was not aware that the designs came before 
him. He did not think he was responsible for 
them. 

l\Ir. ARCHEH said that, having regard for the 
mistakes which were sometimes made, it became 
a question whether it would not be desirable to 
employ private skill in the drawing of designs. 
He lutd no personal quarrel with the Colonial 
Architect ; on the contrary, he wished him all 
the good which could possibly befal him, but he 
felt bound to say that a great many of their 
public buildings had been very badly designed. 
He had recently visited the Museum for the 
first time, and he was never in his life more 
disgusted with a building. To reach the upper 
storey he had to mount a very awkward stair
case, resembling a half screw. He knew of 
many people in Brisbane who would be unable 
to mount the staircase. It would be necessary, 
if exhibits were to be shown on the upper storey, 
to break through the floor and lift them up with 
the aid of machinery. Something of the same 
kind happened in connection with the gaol at 
Hockhampton. In reply to the suggestion of the 
hon. member for the Northern Downs, he might 
say that the people of Hockhampton did not 
require a third gaol. The best plan to adopt in 
the future would be to ask for designs, and to 
leave it to the Colonial Architect to criticise them 
and to select the best. So far, he (Mr. Archer) had 
de.signed nothing but woolsheds and slab houses, 
but he was prepared to design a much better 
museum than that which had recently been built 
in Brisbane. In designing a gaol, too, he would 
not require the experience of an architect ; he 
would require merely the knowledge which every 
man in the bush must possess to build his own 
house. It was time they looked into this matter 
with a view of seeing whether they could not 
shift the blame for such absurdly-constructed 
buil<lings as the JYiuseum upon persons not con
nected with the Government staff. They would 
require the judgment of the Colonial Architect 
in the selection of one out of many designs; 
but it would be unwise to continue asking him 
to prepare designs, when they could point to so 
many failures among the designs he had alren,rly 
prepared. The g·aol at llockhampton topped the 
~Jin~n..x~ :v~ it, w~n"P, J-fP. hdieved thp. hnUdingw~BrJ,t. 
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first designed in such a way that prisoners could 
apparently escape with ease; but that clefect 
had been remeclierl. Before the alteration was 
made it certainly looked as though skillious had 
been so placed as to assist prisoners to esc~t pe. 
He believed that quite as strong a g-o.ol could he 
made of g-ood hardwood and hoop-iron. The 
chief clanger of wooden buildings lay in fire ; but 
the prisoners did not use matches, and, being 
locked in, they would be very unlikely to set fire 
to the building. \Vooden buildings would not 
only be roomier but considerably cheaper. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY thought the 
Colonial Architect had already sufficient ene
mies. But he ought not to he blamed for the 
Museum, because in its present form it was 
only part of a plan, and until it was complete it 
would be unfair to criticise it. 

Mr. ARCHEI1 : I did not know that. 
The COLONIAL SECHETARY admitted 

that the staircase was absurdly constructetl. He 
found fault with it immediately he saw the 
building, but he was told that it would come out 
in a wing when the building was complete. 

The ATTORNEY-GENEllAL said he could 
quite believe it possible that the hem. member for 
Blackall would be able to design much better 
buildings than the Eockhampton gaol or the 
Museum ; hut the question was whether he would 
he able to do so at the same cost as the Colonial 
Architect. 

Mr. ARCHEJ:1 : Much cheaper. 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said that when 

the Colonial Architect drew plans he had always 
to find the largest accommodation an<l the most 
handsome building possible at the very smallest 
cost. He must generally be cramped by the 
small amount at his dispos,ol for the building for 
which he had to draw plans. 

Mr. JVIcLEAN thought this discussion upon 
the Rockhampton gaol mig-ht be the means of 
directing the attention of the Government to 
the propriety of offering premiums for designs 
for other public buildings. He had no fanlt 
whatever to find with the Colonial Architect. 
No doubt he was a g-ood man in his present posi
tion ; but they must all agree that two or three 
heads were better than one. If premiums were 
offered for designs and some half-a-dozen or 
dozen were sent in, it might be left to the 
Colonial Architect to select that which he con
sidered the best. There coulrl he very little 
doubt that by some such arrangements as that 
they would secure better designs and cheaper 
building-s than they had at the present time. 
He hoped the Government would consider this 
matter. 

Mr. GRIFFITH said he had not seen the 
Rockhampton gaol since it had been inhabited ; 
but he did not think the same amount of material 
would make a larger g-aol or provide more accom
modation. The imperfect ventilation of the 
gaol arose from its situation. They could not 
expect buildings with high walls situated on a 
flat, like the gaols at Townsville and Rockhamp
ton, to have plenty of air. The only way to get 
good ventilation in a gaol was to put it on the 
top of a hill. It was absurd to compn,re the 
present Eockhampton gaol to the old one, which 
was a disgrace to the colony. It contained cells 
G feet or 8 feet square, in which two or three 
women were sometimes confined together for a 
long time in the summer months. The new 
gaol might have minor defects. The architect 
was not very happy in de~>igning cmn1nnnication 
between upper ancl lower storeys by means of 
staircases; but the gaol taken as a whole com
pared very favourably with others in the colony 
-it was, in fact, far superior to them-excepting-, 
of course, the Brisbane gaol. 

Question put and passed. 

The COV)NJAL SJ~CnJ~TATIY movecl tlutt 
£1, l!l!J he granted for the \Vater l'olice. 

Quec,tion put ;end p:cssecl. 

The COLONIAL SEClU:TAJlY mme<l tlmt 
£1,200 he granted for the Heformatory. He might 
state that the new stockade and buildings were 
nearly e1·ected. A g-reat deal of the work ha<! 
been very well done by the boys. 

Mr. ]\'[cLEAN : h it the intention of the 
Government to transfer the boys from the hulk 
to the stoclmrle, when completed? 

The COLONIAL SECimTAll Y sairl it was. 
The hulk would be broken up. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL SECHETARY movecl that 

£3,15:5 be granted for medical officer'·· Seveml 
:cdclitions in connection with the extension of 
settlement harl been ma<le to this serYice. 
There were now medical officers at Blackall, 
G-eorgetown, Goondiwindi, and Port Douglas. 
The Government fouml it cheaper to prodde 
medical officers than to pay medical bills. 

Mr. THORN desired to know whether there 
was a duly qualified medical officer at Cooktown? 

The COLOJ'\IAL SECHETARY said there 
was. He forgot the gentleman's name; he harl 
l1een only recently appointed. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLO:!'\IAL SECHETAllY moved that 

£GOO he g-ranted for the Central Board of 
Health. 

Mr. GHIFFITH desired to know whether the 
Government intendecl to introduce an Amending 
Health Bill? 

The COLONIAL SECRETATtY said the 
Government had so many llills upon the p:tper, 
and h:cd so m:cny more re~dy to introduce, that 
he did not thin'k there was the slightest chance 
of their being able to introrluce a Health Bill. 

Mr. THOHN thmw:ht the introclnction of a 
Health Bill of great importance. It was very 
clesimble that hoards shonld be established at 
Hockhampton, Toowoomba, Ipswich, ancll\fary
borongh. \Vhy did the Government ig·nore those 
places? They were quite as much entitled as 
the metropolis to have a sum set apart for the 
service of a board of health. He thought the 
boards should not be constituted entirely of 
medical men. 

Mr. ARCHER said that in Rockhampton the 
merlical profession were so patriotic as to render 
their services without salary. 

Mr. GlUFFITH said the necessity for action 
on the part of the Government was evidenced hy 
the fact that upon several occasions when an 
attempt was marle to enforce the Act it wa< fonnrl 
that it was not in opemtion. The Act shoul<l 
without loss of time he made permanent. He 
believed the Board of Health were doing g·oorl 
service. 

l\Ir. BEATTIE said that one ohjcction:tl>le 
feature in the regulations issued hy the Central 
Bo>1rd of Health was that they were subject to 
constant alterations. It frerp1ently happened 
that these alterations were made :tfter property 
holders had gone to conRi(lt'rJ)ble expenRe in cmn
pliance with the orig·inalreg-nlations. These ex
periments were very ohjectional>le. It was 
nece"ary to take wme action in this matter with 
as little delay as possil1le. Them were at the 
present tin1e round abont BriRhane nni.sanceR 
which no one seemed to have the power to sup
press. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL SECRRTAEY moved that 

£21,34i5 be granted for Colonial Stores. 
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1\Ir. G RIFFITH said that when the late 
GoYern1nent wn.R in office n.rra.ngements \Vere 
made l1y which blankets of a particular hmnd 
~.,nd n1a.teriaJ were Rupplied to the aborigines. 
I hey were manufactured expressly for the Gov
ernment, so that they could nt any time be 
recognised. \V as the same system continued 
now"! He had heard that it was not. 

'The COLO~IAL SECRETAHY said the late 
Gover1unent entered into an arrangen1ent 'vith
out crrlling for tenders, with :Ylessrs. Stewart 
anrl Hermnant, to supply bbnkets of a particular 
pattern at a certain price. \\"hen thnt tender 
~xpired it was again secured Uy Stewa,rt and 
Hennnant, in their o\vn n~1rru~;-;, without tenders 
having been ce~lled for. lt was clone without 
even 2Hinisterial authOl"ity and only on that of 
the Unrler Colonial SecretD.ry. As soon as he 
(:\[r. P<tlmer) discovered that, he onlered tenders 
to he called for, and the contract was secured 
by :\Iessrs. D. L. Brown rmrl Company. The 
blankets to be iHued would be as nearly like 
the former as possible. 

:\Ir. THORK wished to call attention to the 
f"ct that this year not h"Jf the blacks in the 
interior, esvecblly on the Darling Downs and 
in the Balonne district, had received their 
l1lankets. Blacks came into the towns for their 
blankets and coulll not get them. \Vhose f~tult 
was that? :Every black was snrely entitled to 
the miserable gift, which cost only 4s. or ils. 
In New South \\"ales and South Australia the 
blacks re<:ei vecl clothes as well rts a blanket 
anmmlly, and he should like to see that practice 
adoptee\ in Queensland. He would suggest that 
there ought to he reser.ves for the blacks in 
varions parts of the colony, and a cow or two 
given them for their use. He ho]Jed the Colonial 
Secretary woulrl see that the blacks hat! their 
miserable pittance regularly. 

The COLONIAL SECllETAUY said that 
about GO per cent. more lJlankets had been sent 
out this yecw than was ever the case before. If 
all the blacks were not supplied with blankets 
it was not the fault of the Colonial Secretary's De
partment, for bbnkets were sent on requisition 
to the police nwgistrate~. Instances had no 
doubt occurred where some l1lacks had had to 
go \\·ithout blankets, and in other instances they 
had got more than one ; but that was the fault 
of the police magistrates. As to making the 
blankets of a peculiar pattern, that did not pre
vent the blacks from selling them. They would 
sell them no matter of what pattern they were 
made. 

In reply to :Y1r. M:cLEAN, 
The COLO~IAL SECHETARY said that 

reports had been sent in from the places where 
the supply of blankets had been too short. 

J\lr. DOUGLAS said he regretted to hear that 
the blacks continued to sell their blankets. To 
prQvent that was the olJject of their ]Jeing ma<le 
of a special pattern. It was anticipated that the 
Coloninl Secretary would be able to prosecute 
anyone founrl in possession of them, as they were 
GoYernment property. The blacks had no right 
to sell them, and they could at rtny time be 
reclaimed as Government property. They were 
only lent to the blacks for their nse, and not 
given to them to sell. 

Mr. W.ELD-J3LUNDELL srtid he could not 
see how Hnch a regulation \vas to be enforced. 
The blacks cared very little for their blankets, 
and would sell them for flour or almost any
thing. He failed to see how that could be pre
vented. 

J\lr. LO\V said the blacks were great gamblers, 
and woulrl g·mnble away everything they had. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said the blankets were made 
of such a pattern so that no one holding them 

could claim a title to them, and would be sub
ject to have them taken away by any officer of 
the Government. 

The COLOKIAL SECRETARY said he 
shoulcl he Yery glad if the hon. gentleman would 
point out the Act under which blackfellows' 
blankets could be reclaimed. He was not aware 
of one. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said the blankets were the 
property of the Government. 

Mr. ARCHER said he was not aware of any 
law to prevent the blacks selling their blankets. 
Did the hon. gentleman mean to say that if he 
(Mr. Archer) was found in possession of one of 
those blankets he could be seized by a police
man and dragged before a magistrate? That 
could not lle done unless a special Act was 
passed for the purpose. It was, of course, unde
sirable that the blacks should sell their blankets, 
lmt he did not see how it could be prevented. 
There were always plenty of men willing to give 
a black a glass of brandy for his blanket, and the 
black would take it. 

l\Ir. THORN said that blankets were not so 
much required on the coast as in the interior. 
An excessive supply had been sent to the coast, 
which possessed an equable climate, and hardly 
any to the Darling Downs, where the night tem
perature for the last two months had been less 
than 27 degrees, and where many deaths had 
happened in consequence. Blacks did not sell 
their blankets in the western part of the Darling 
Downs, because they were a necessity. The 
Government, after allowing the blacks to be shot 
indiscriminately, were now depriving them 
of their blankets. The Colonial Secretary ought 
to see that the police magistrates did their duty 
in that respect. Talking about blacks, he had 
seen more in a day than the hon. member for 
Fassifern {Mr. Persse), who talked so much 
about them last night, had seen all his life. They 
were pretty well exterminated before that hon. 
member came to the colony. He (Mr. Thorn) 
had seen as many as 1, 000 together. 

Mr. PEHSSE said the hon. member was talk 
ing about things of which he was quite ignorant. 
The hon. member had never been beyond the 
Darling Downs, which, he seemed to think, was 
the far west of Queensland. He (Mr. Persse) 
had lived among blacks and seen a good deal of 
their habits. He had seen over 1,500 blacks 
together. 

Mr. THORN said the blacks were not nearly 
so numerous in the interior as on the coast. 
'There was no food for them and the tribes were 
very small and far apart, especially in the War
rego and the Barcoo. He wished the Government 
would supply them with blankets twice a year. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said he wished to say a few 
words about the blankets which had been referred 
to. Of course the intention was, when a special 
brand of blanket was adopted, that notice should 
be given that any person found in possession of 
them other than the blacks themselves would be 
required to give them up; but, unfortunately, 
when that notice was given a large number of 
these blankets had already got into the hands 
of other persons. He believed, however, that 
the Colonial Secretary could still recover them if 
he took the proper steps. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he 
would afford the hem. g·entleman a fine oppor
tunity of recovering any quantity of them. If 
the hon. gentleman would go to Stewart and 
Hemmant's he would find 1,200 pairs of those 
blankets. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said that those blankets had 
not been issued, and that his remarks had re
ferred to those which had been distributed. The 
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blankets referred to by the hon. gentleman were, 
as a matter of fact, still in the possession of the 
contractors ; but he did not think it reflected 
much credit on the Government that blankets 
issued by them and bearing a special brand 
should be found in other hands than those of the 
blacks. 

Mr. THORN said he was surprised to hear 
from the Colonial Secretary that there were 
1,200 pairs of blankets now in the hands of 
Stewart and Hemmant whilst the blacks in 
various parts of the colony had been allowed to 
die from cold, because the Government said that 
there were no more blankets to be got. It 
turned out that there were bales of these very 
blankets, but because a member of the firm of 
Stewart and Hemmant had rendered himself 
obnoxious 'to the Government they refused to 
buy any more blankets from that firm ; and 
though he had been told that there were no 
blankets for distribution among the blacb, it 
was found that Brisbane was full of them. He 
thought there should be some expression of 
opinion on the part of the Committee in referetcce 
to the action of the Government with regard to 
these blankets, and that some explanation should 
be given by the Government why, whilst havin~· 
1,200 pairs of blankets at their dispcmal, they 
allowed the blacks to perish from cold. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
hon. member talked downright twaddle. All 
the blankets that were wanted last year were 
bought from Stewart and Hemmant, and, as he 
had already stated, the patent adopted by the 
Government had been continued by that firm 
for their own purpose. 

Mr. GRI:FFITH said he could not understand 
how a patent belonging to the Government 
could be used by a private firm for other pur
poses. He could not understand how a Govern
ment patent or trade-mark could now be used by 
Messrs. 8tewart and Hemmant. Surely, there 
must be some confusion in the matter. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: There is 
no confusion whatever. 

Mr. GRIFFITH said he should like to know 
when this contract with Stewart and Hemrnant 
expired ? If Messrs. Stewart and Hemmant had 
imported a large number of blankets of a certain 
brand for no other purpose than for supplying 
the Government, and were suddenly told by the 
Government that their contract. had expired, 
then, surely, the firm were entitled to recover. 
He should have supposed that when the Govern
ment found that they did not want any more 
hlankets from the firm they would, at any rate, 
have given clue notice to that effect. He should 
like to know, fil'>'t of all, when the Government 
discovered that the contract with Stewart and 
Hemmant had expired "! 

The COLO~IAL SECHETARY said that if 
the hon. gentleman wished to know the time, it 
was when it was discovered that the firm of 
Stewart and Hemmant were supplying immi
grants' kits without any contract. It was dis
covered at the same time that that firm had been 
supplying blankets to the Queensland Govern
ment without any contract, and that a trade
mark had been taken out in their own name. 

Mr. GRIFFITH said that what he wished to 
ascertain was, whether the expiration of the con
tract with Messrs. Stewart and Hemmant was 
discovered before the commencement of the pre
sent session or after ? 

Mr. KIJ'\GSFORD asked whether a tender for 
the supply of blankets was callecl for every year? 

The COLO~IAL SECllETAHY said that 
there was no tender whatever in this case; there 
\Vas merely an agreement D1}Lcle with ~b::n-..Tn,rt nnd 
Hen1n1ant1 

Mr. DOUGLAS explained that when the 
arrangement was entered into with Rtewart and 
Hemmant it was understood that blankets should 
be supplied of a pattern which was not to be 
obtained elsewhere, they being manufactured by 
one firm only in England. A sample of the 
blanket was shown to the Government Store
keeper, who pronounced it as being- of excellent 
quality-in fact, better than any he had seen. 
The pttrticular brand of blanket referred to 
possessed this advantage, that it could not be 
disposed of by the blacks in the same way tlmt 
others had been; and that was the great reason 
why it was selected by the Government. 

Mr. GRIFFITH said he must again ask 
whether this particular contract terminated 
before the commencement of the present session? 

The PREJYIIER stated that his hon. colleague 
the Colonial Secretary found in the administra
tion of his office that blankets were not being 
supplied under any contract. He could not find 
any special authority, other than that of the 
Under Colonial8ecretary, for the arrangement 
then existing, and he then did what any business 
man would do, he called for tenders for the 
supply of blankets for two or three years-he 
(the Premier) did not remember which-tmd 
Stewart and Hemmant were not the succeSHful 
tenderers. What had hon. members opposite 
to say to that? v\' as there anything extraor
dinary about the matter? The hon. member 
for l\iaryborough (Mr. Douglas) said that the 
blankets were of a particular brand, and were 
manufactured specially for the firm of Stewart 
and Hemmant ; but was it likely that there 
would be anything in this particular brand to 
prevent its being used elsewhere? \Vhat was 
called a special brand amounted to this-that 
the Government eausecl blankets of a particular 
pattern to be given to the blacks in order to pre
vent them from disposing of them ; but that 
did not amount to a patent. 

Mr. GlUFFITH said he would put his ques
tion again. Had the contract with Stewart am! 
Hemmant terminated before or after the com
mencement of the present session? 

The COLONIAL SECHETARY said the 
agreement was terminated shortly after he found 
that Stewart and Hemmant were supplying 
blankets without any contract. It was alJOut 
the middle of July. 

Mr. G RIVFITH said it was just as he thou~ht 
-just after the meeting- of Parliament. It wa' 
strange that what might otherwise have passed 
unnoticed should have caused such virtumm in
dignation as Roon as it ''TaR known that a lneln
ber of the firm of Stewart and Hemmant had 
presented a petition to the House reflecting· on 
t.he conduct of the Government. As to there 
l)eing no contract with Stew art and H emn1ant, 
all he coulrl say was that he remembered the mat
ter being discussed in the Cabinet; but whether 
there was a contract or not he could not say. 
One thing· "·as, however, certain, that the firm 
had imported goods of a certain description on 
the faith of an arrangement entered into with the 
late Ci-overrnnent, and that that arrangen1ent had 
since been broken by the pn,,ent Government. 
It was a breach of faith of which any private 
firm would he ashamed, and it reflected more 
discredit on the (;overnment when taken in con
nection with cii-cumstances which occurrecl before 
it was committed. 

The COLOXIAL SECHETARY said that in 
all probability the arrangement would not have 
been discovered now had not :Nir. Hemmant put 
himself so prominently forward of late in con
nection with contracts at home. In consefjuence 
of somethiniT he heard he (Mr. Palmer) tele
r5raphed ttJ t1Je Ag~nt,Genern.l, D:n{1 frJ1lnd thn1·, 
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the firm of Stewart and Hemmant had been sup· 
plying ships' kits for immigrants to the amount 
of some £3,000 without any contract whatever, 
'"nd only by some >trrangement with 1\fr. Hamil
ton. That opened his eyes, and he found ~hat 
that firm had been supplying goods to the Gov· 
Qrnment in a sort of hole-and-corner way without 
any tender being called. As to there having been 
'"'Y agreement with that firm by the late Gov
ermnent, he could not find any, but if there had 
heen any made the late Government were evi
clently ashamed to sig·n it. No such teniler or 
contract could be found. 

The PHE:vHER said that if there was any con
tract with Stewart and Hemmant the hon. leader 
of the Opposition should prove it. If the hon. 
gentleman knew that there was any record of the 
late l\1inistry countenancing, or being actually 
1·esponsible for, any agreement with 1\:Iessrs. 
Stewart and Hemmant, he should move for 
the production of the papers-that was all the 
Government wanted. \Vas the leader of the 
Opposition making a complaint on behalf of 
• Ytewart and Hemmant? The hon. gentleman had 
endeavoured to make out that this was an instance 
of cnuse and effect, hut what was the real state of 
the case? The Colonial Seceetary telegraphed 
to the Agent-General, and found that certain 
firms had been supplying goods without nny 
contracts being made, among others the firm of 
Stmnut and Hennnant ; and on inquiry, his hon. 
colleag-ue discovering that the same thing had 
been done in Brisbane by the firm just mentioned, 
reverted to the principle on which all Govern
ment business was clone and called for tenders. 
A tender hml been since accepted, but it was not 
that of Stewart and Hemmant. 

1\Ir. ])Ol;G LAS said he was exceedingly onr· 
prised to hear it stated that there was no con· 
tract. He had a distinct recollection of the 
nmtter being brought before him and his eo]. 
len,gues when in office; anrl if there W<J..B no n1inis
terial authority, as stated, ami no correspondence, 
and no contract--

The COLONIAL SEClt:ETAICY : There is 
no contract. 

:Mr. DOUGLAS said he distinctly recollected 
some correspondence on the subject. 

TheCOLOKIALSECHETAHY: Twoletters. 
1\Ir. DOFGLAS said very likely the contract 

consisted in that correspondence ; a contract 
might he made by correspondence. The admis. 
sion of the Colonial Secretary bore out what he 
(:Yir. Douglas) had stated-that there was a 
special arrangement made th>tt blankets of a cer· 
tain pattern, manufactured by a certain mannt
facturer who registered the trade pattern, should 
be regularly supplied for a specific purpose. 

The PRRi\1LEH : :I<' or ever? 

::\1r. DOFG LAS said he could not state what 
the arrangernent was with regard to tirne, but he 
presumed it would be carried out until notice was 
given. 

The COLONIAL SECHETAHY: Exactly; 
notice was given. 

Mr. DOFG LAS presumed the hon. gentleman 
had >tcted upon his rights in the matter, and he 
(:VIr. Dou:;las) did not object to his doing so; hut 
it was sing·ularly suspicious that this should have 
been done about the time that Mr. Hemmant's 
petition came before the House. 

1\Ir. THOHK w»s sorry the Colonial Secretary 
had lost his temper; but he found that he (Mr. 
Thorn) was quite correct in his statement that 
because of a prejurlice the Government had 
against 1\Ir. Henmumt the blacks hac! to go 
minus their blankets. He found that was per
fectly true. 

The COLONIAL SECRETAHY : It is not 
true. 

Mr. 'l'HORN said it was true, because Stewart 
and Hemmant had blankets in their possession 
ready, and the reason given why they were not 
distributed to the blacks in his (Mr. Thorn's) 
district was that there were none in the colony. 

The COLONIAL SECRE'rAHY: It's not 
true. 

Mr. THOHN •aid there were over 100 blacks 
in the district of Northern Downs who did not 
get blankets last winter; in fact, they had 
to suffer because 1\:Ir. Hemmant had pre
sented a petition to the House. With rE'gard 
to the contract, he was a member of the Govern
ment at the time, and he had a distinct re
collection of the matter being brought before 
the Cabinet, and he believed there was Executive 
authority for it : if there was not there ought to 
be. He believed the contract was for something 
like five or seven years. Stewart and Hemmant 
got the contract because tenders were called for, 
and they were the lowest tenderers . 

The COLONIAL SECHETAHY: There were 
no tenders called for. 

Mr. THORN said the reason why the time of 
the contract was extended was because Stewart 
ami Hemrnant undertook to go to some expense 
to get blankets made with a certain brand upon 
them, so that if the blacks sold or disposed of 
them they could he traced. He was 11stonished 
at the action of the Government in this matter, 
and that they should he so inhumane as to allow 
blacks to die simply because Mr. Hemmant had 
presented a petition to the House. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said facts 
contra<lictecl the statement of the hon. member. 
The bbnkets were issuecl to the blacks in May 
last and Stewart and Hemmant's contract was 
not 'c1uashed until July. \Vhat inference could 
be drawn from that? He might state further 
that to prevent ttny possible loss to that firm he 
offered Mr. Stewart to take all the blankets he 
had at contract price, but he did not want to sell 
them ; he refused to take the contract price for 
them. 

Mr. BEATTIE said he was under the impres
sion that about every two years tenders were 
called for the supply of articles required in the 
colonial stores such as drapery. He knew there 
was a schedule of the things required when tenders 
were called for, hut he did not know whether 
blankets were included in" drapery." Ko doubt 
very often firms were misled as to the quantities 
of certain articles they were informed the Gov· 
ernment would require. He knew that one firm 
who supplied a cortain article were told that so 
many thousands of that article would he required, 
and the conseqnence was that they laid in a stock, 
and at the end of their term of the contract they 
had something like GOO left on hand which were 
totally useless. They we~e misled by the colo
nial storekeeper, and poss1bly Stewart and Hem· 
mant were misled in a similar way. In such 
cases if the successful tenderers were not the pre
vious contractors they would proha,bly have to buy 
the articles from the party who had the.contra~t 
previously, perhaps, at a~ increased. pnce, o~ 1t 
might he at a large reductwn. He chd not thmk 
any of the tenderers who sup)Jlied the Govern· 
ment with drapery thonght it was such a very 
great thing to get the Govern1nent supply. 

The COLONIAL SECHETARY: They need 
not tender. 

Mr. BEATTIE said he would like to know if 
Stewart and H emmant were the snccessful ten
derers for the supply of drapery for 1880, and if so 
whether blankets were included in the schednle? 
If not, the Government were perfectly justified in 
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calling for tender~ for blankets separately, and 
going into the open market to get a supply. 

Mr. GRIJ!'FITH said the hon. the Colonial 
Treasurer asked what was his (Mr. Grif!ith's) 
complaint, and whether he complained on behalf 
of Stewart and Hemmant th<>t their contract had 
been broken? He had no complaint to make on 
behalf of that firm ; he had had no communication 
with any member of that firm either directly or 
indirectly in regard to this matter, which came to 
his ears a few clays ago, and he thought it re
quired explanation. The complaint he had to 
make was that the Government allowed mat
ters of spite and dislike to influence them in 
carrying out their administrative duties ; that 
when a difficulty arose that caused animosity in 
respect to a member of a firm who had commercial 
relations with the Government those relations 
were interrupted. 

The PREMIER said the hon. gentleman 
assumed that this had been clone from spite, 
and his (the Premier's) answer was that, from the 
action the hon. member himself took, it became 
apparent to the Government that certain parties 
were, without contract or tenders having been 
called for, supplying goods to the Government, 
and the Colonial Secretary took steps to have 
them supplied, after clue competition, to the 
advantage of the colony, because they were being 
supplied at a lower price than previously. 
There was no spite in the matter. 

Mr. THORN said he did not discover until 
July that all the blacks had not got blankets, 
and he then made application through the 
proper channel to get them supplied. 

The COLONIAL SECRETAltY: To whom? 
Mr. THORN said he applied to the police 

magistrate at Dalby, and he believed that officer 
sent to Brisbane for a supply, and was informed 
that there were no more. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: He was 
never so informed. 

Mr. THORN said at any rate he never got the 
blankets ; they never reached there, and the 
blacks had to go without them. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : I do not 
believe a word of it. 

Mr. MESTON thought there must be some 
mistake about tenders not being called for for sup
plying blankets. He remembered that about 
three years ago Finney, Isles, and Company were 
the successful tenderers, and there was considerable 
discussion about the quality of the blankets they 
supplied. He thought it would have been a 
much more wise and graceful act on the part of 
the Government if, instead of calling for tenders 
for imported inferior blankets, they had given 
an order to the Ipswich Woollen Company, who 
would have supplied a very much superior article 
at a less cost than the imported article of the 
same quality. 

Mr. THORN said the Ipswich ·woollen Com
pany made excellent blankets. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he did 
not intend to reply to the remarks of the hon. 
member for Northern Downs (Mr. Thorn), which 
were not worth noticing ; but, in reply to the hon. 
member for Rosewood (Mr. Meston), he had to 
state that the Premier happened to be a share
holder in the Ipswich Woollen ]factory, and, no 
doubt, if the Government gave a contract to that 
company they would find some common informer 
coming down upon him for a penalty. 

Mr. KINGSFORD said from what had been 
stated it appeared that business in the colonial 
stores was carried on in a very loose way. 'l'he 
hon. member for Fortitude Valley had stated 
that one firm who had tendered to supply ,., cer
tain number of articles were told by the colonial 

storekeeper that the Government would require 
so many thousands of them, and they had iiOO or 
UOO left over. He could only say that if the 
tender was accepted on thrLt lmsis it served 
the tenderer right, and the sooner there wtts 
an hnproven1ent in that luo8e 1nanner of doing 
business the better. He did not suppose Stewart 
and Hemmant were to blame ; they no doubt 
did the best for themselves like everyone else. 
He did not know whether the article they 
supplied would be of extra value ; but he main
tained that no Government had a right to 
secure to any individual or any firm a vested 
interest in supplying necensa,ries for the Gov
vernment use. He said any such practice 
was to be deprecated, and if it W;tS clone, no 
matter by whom it was done, it should be 
denounce<l-that the whole community should 
be placed at " distvhantage to benefit one 
favoured firm. That appeared to be the ~;ist of 
the whole matter. He could not conceive that 
the Government hm! been actmtte<l by any 
secondary or unworthy motives. Such could 
only arise in the mind of anyone capalJle of 
doing· such things himself. He (::\fr. Kingsford) 
did not charge him with it, but it was the 
natural outcome of events that had occurred. 
He hoped that those who had the management 
of affairs in future would pay a little more atten
tion to business rules in comlucting this devart
ment. 

Mr. BEATTIE believed the hon. member did 
not know what he was talking about. He was 
sure that if that hon. member was a tenclerer 
he would see what articles were put down in the 
schedule, and ascertain from the colonial store
keeper how many of each particular line would 
be required during the term of the contract. If 
he did not do so he would be very foolish, ltml 
if he were misled as to the num]Jcr of mticles 
to be supplied it woul<l not be his fault. He 
(Mr. Beattie) was not making any complaint 
about the matter, but simply said it was possible 
that Stewart and Hemnmnt were misled in the 
way he had pointed out. 

Mr. THOUN said if he recollected aright 
tenders were called for the supply of blankets ; 
the matter came before the Cabinet, and Stewart 
and Hen1111ant being the loweHt tenderers, got 
the contract for, he thought, five years. :Every
thing was clone abovebotcrd, and there ought to 
be an Executive minute in existence confirming 
what he stated. 

The PHEMIEE said the audacity of the hon. 
111e1nber was smnething extraordinary. }~Yen in 
the face of what had just been stated-that there 
was no record whatever of tenders having been 
called for, or of any action on the part of the 
Ministry in accepting a tender-that the only 
record was two letters between the Under Secre
tary and Stewart and Hemmant-the hon. 
member stood up and said, from memory, that 
he distinctly rememlJered tenders being- called 
for, and that Stewart and Hemmant's \Yas ac
cepted ;-he (iHr. Thorn) not only remembered 
that, but that it was fr;r two or five years-in 
the face of the statement that there was no 
record whatever in the office of any such trans
action. Surely the hon. member was not so 
unjust to the Civil servants as to suggest that 
the records had been destroyed ;-and even that 
was not possible without discovery, because the 
blank would be at once seen in the office. 

Mr. THORI'i" said the documents might have 
been abstracted from the office. Re recollecterl, 
when Postrru1ster-Gener[tl, receiving an offer 
from the P. and 0. Comrmny to run a stemner 
here once a-month for £13,000 a-year; the Under 
Secretary of the Post Office t~lso recollected 
seeing the document ; but it could not be 
found, and where had it gone 1 lf that was 
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abstracted from the Po~t Office, might not 
these papers have been n.bstr,cted from the 
Colunbl ::lecret,ry's Office in the ""'me wn.y? 

The PltE:YIIJUc sn.id the hon. member talked 
a good deal about documents being abstmcted 
from the office, and he himself once said in the 
House that he harl received an offer from the 
"~.::l.X. Company to perform n. certnin service. 
The h,m. member hnd been constantly challenged 
to produce that document ; and had never been 
alJle to do so. If the abstraction of that docu
ment took vlace at all it was during· the hon. 
gentletnan\; own ter1n of office. But, as a 1natter 
of fact, it was proved conclusively that the docu
ment had never existed. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL SECHETAEY moved that 

£10, !J84 be grantcv_l for Governrnent Printing, 
&c. The reduction in the iten1 " Clerk " was 
owing· to the officer who held the pm;itionleaving 
the service, and the promotion of the second 
clerk to the vacancy at an increase in hi::; sala.ry, 
but at a reduced mte as compm-ed with that 
given to the clerk leaving. The iten1 "J<-,oren1an 
ltuler" appeared as n. separate item for the first 
time, although it should have appeared in last 
year's J~stinmtes. 'rhe ~nnall increase in the 
"wa.ges" vote~£300-\va:-; the annual increase to 
apprentices, 1uachine and folding boys, &c. 'The 
"lian~mrd" incrc3Jse-£700-was /:;o provide for 
the additional composition, paper, mn.chinery, 
&c., renc!ered necessary by the alterations effected 
in lfmWt?'d this session and its greatly-increased 
circulation, &c. U ]> to htst J<'rillay the total 
nnmber printed mnounterl to 07,:380 for the 
Council, ami 221,183 for the Assembly, or a total 
of 3L8,5rj,), The receipts fromnevmpnper proprie
tors, subscribers, &c., would during the ycctr Le 
not le.,; than £1,000. The item ".HcrnsrrTd 
Type "--£300-was ref[uired for defraying the 
c:Jst of the new type now used in that publica
tiOn. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said he should like to ask if 
it was anticipatecl that the estimated mnount 
wonld cover the expenditure of the year. It 

.had been usual sometimes to n.sk for a ~upple
mentary vote. 

The COLONIAL SECEETARY said th11t it 
was anticipn.ted that the estinmted amount 
would be sufficient. As far as human insight 
could estimate it, the amount was correct. 

Mr. THORN n.sked whether the money re
ceived for sales of Hnnsanl went to the printing 
estll,lJlishment, or to the Treasury? 

The COLO="IAL SECHETAHY: All receipts 
go to the Treasury. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLONIAL SECEETARY moved that 

£2~,150 be granted for Charitable Allmmnces. 
'l'here was a reduction on the amount of last 
year, in consequence of the amounts then voted 
not having been claimed by the different hospitals. 
'l'he amounts of the present vote had been care
fully calculated on what had been ref[uired by 
the vn.rious hospitals last ye,r. The relief 
bo,rcls were the same as last year. In the 
hospitals there was a rednctiou of £5,000 ocld, 
which was as near as they could go to the sum 
which it was supposeil would be necessary for 
the present yercr. If it was exceeded, '" some
times happenecl, and any particuln.r hospital got 
n. large amount of subscriptions, they would of 
cour:-ic have to grant double the an1ount. But, 
on the whole, he was inclined to believe that it 
would come out very fn.irly. 

J\Ir. l\IOllEHEAD said he ,.]wuld like to 
know ,vhether the s;;Line practice wet~ t;erved out 
to Brisbane '"" the country hospittcls. He saw 
that there was a foot-note saying-" or such 

smaller sums as shall not exceed double the 
amount raised by privn.te subscriptions." He 
should like to know whether £1,500 was sub
scribed for the Brisbane hospital by the people 
of Drbbane. He believed that amount had 
never been subscribed. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY s"'id he was 
happy to say that the Brisbane hospit[cl was re
covering- its character. The sum of £1,528 17s. 
Gel. h"'d been subscribed, n.nd the mnount granted 
was £1,()28. The hospitn.l would be entitled, 
if the money were rel1uired, to over £3,000; but 
the understn.nding was that they would draw for 
what was wanted, and not for more. He was 
glad to see that the subscription list came to such 
a creditn.ble amount. 

Mr.l\IOllEHEAD sn,id he also was glad to hear 
of this satisfactory state of things, and he con
sidered that it was through his action, and thn.t 
of other members of the Committee, tlmt the 
result had come about ; they had apparently at 
last succeeded in rousing the inhabitants to a 
sense of their duties. 

Mr. McLEAN Faid that the money was not 
raised in J3risbn.ne alone, but in the vicinity. 
The sati,,factory condition of things referred to, 
he believed, was due to the energy of the collector, 
who h,td visitml the Albert and Logan and other 
different place:; collecting subscriptions. The 
amount was not entirely raised by Brisbane, but 
people outsicle who used the hospital contributed 
to the success of the collection. 

J\Ir. KIKG asked what was the reason of the 
reduction in the mnonnt put down for JYiary
borough hospital? There was a reduction of 
£:!00. 

'l'hc COLO="IAL SECHETAltY said it wn.s 
l1ecausc the money had not been applied for. It 
was not wanted, sufficient funds not having been 
subscribed. 

Mr. DICKSON said that the hon. member for 
'l'oowoom]Ja, J\fr. Groom, who had intended to 
be present, had asked him to mention the Too
woomba hospital. Last year it was £1,000; 
this year it was £fi00, and he was informed that 
the mnount was utterly inadef[uate to the re
quirements of the institution, so that the hos
pital would have to be g-iven up unless the 
an1ount 'were increased to the original sum. 

The COLONIAL SECRETAEY said that 
the explanation was simple. The last subscrip
tion list only came in during the last few days. 
The total "'mount now was £431 4s. 2d. As long 
n.s they raised subscriptions they would get double 
the amount of them. 

Mr. DICKSON said if the Colonial Secretary 
carried out the course he had sugg-ested, the foot
note formally avpemled to the Estimates would 
not this yen.r be correct. The foot-note said 
-"Or such smaller n.mounts as shall not ex
ceed double the amount raised by private sub
scription"; and the Colonial Secretary had stated 
that if n. larger than double the amount voted 
were subscribed the Government subsidy would 
be upon the enlarged scale. It was desirn.ble 
that the hospitals should be made aware of the 
amounts they were entitled to receive. If the Es
timates were passed with the foot-note in its pre
sent form a great injustice would be done in the 
cn.se of the Toowoomba, Maryborough, n.nd other 
hospitak It was to be hoped th"'t efforts would 
be made in those districts to raise an amount n.t 
least sufficient to enable the committee to claim 
a subsidy equal to that appropriated to them in 
the year 1879-80 ; and, in order that they might 
olJtttin the increased amount, an altern.tion of the 
foot-note would be necessn.ry. 

The COLONIAL Sli:CRE'l'AHY said he had 
no objection to the alteration being made. 
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Mr. ARCHER said he noticed that the 
amounts for the hospitals at Rockhampton ancl 
Springsure hac! been reduced, and the member 
for Leichharclt had requested him to ask whether 
the amount voted would be increased if the 
subscriptions made an increase necessary. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes. 
:Mr. THOitN asked how many cases were now 

under treatment in the Cooktown hospital? 
The COLONIAL SECRETARY said it was 

impossible to give an answer to such a question. 
The number was continually varying. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said he observed that the 
hon. member for Maryborough (Mr. King) had 
referred to the small amount on the Estimates 
for the Maryborough hospital. He found by 
the Auditor-General's report that the amount 
available last year was £1,563, and that £1,562 
15s. 6d. was spent. If the amount that would 
be required this year were to be estimated on 
the expenditure of the previous year, it was pro
bable that the amount on the Estimates would 
be considerably below what would be required. 

Mr. THORN said he did not know who repre
sented Ravenswood, but he noticed that there 
was no sum on the Estimates for that district. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The hos
pital has been clone away with. 

Mr. GRIFFITH asked whether he had un
derstood correctly that it was proposed to alter 
the foot-note, so that a larger amount than that 
voted could be appropriated? The effect of 
omitting the word "smaller" would be to vote 
an unlimited sum, and he hoped the Chairman 
would not allow any such alteration to be made. 
The recommendation of the Governor could not 
be treated in that way--such a proceeding was 
not in accordance with the Constitution Act
and if the Chairman allowed such an alteration 
he should take the ruling of the Speaker on the 
subject. 

Mr. DICKSON said he had suggested the 
alteration not with a view to lead the Govern
ment to violate the Governor's recommendation, 
but simply to enable the Colonial Secretary to 
do as he had promised. 

The COLONIAL s:ECRETARY said he had 
already stated that if the subscriptions were in
creased the Govermuent contribution would be 
increased likewise. The amount would be placed 
on the Supplementary :Estimates. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLO~IAL SECHETARY moved that 

£4,430 be granted for Benevolent Asylum, Dun
wich. He said that the asylum had assumed 
very large proportions, and judging from the 
number of applications which were coming in 
he did not think the amount asked would be too 
much to cover the expenditure for the year. 

Question put and passed. 

The COLONIAL SECHETARY moved that 
£16,562 be granted for Asylum for the Insane, 
\Voogaroo. He said that the principal increase 
in the Estimates was £1,000, under the heading 
"provisions and incidentals." The asylum was 
assuming very l.trge proportions. 

Mr. DICKSON asked whether it was intended 
to transfer the patients at Samly Gallop Asylum 
to vV oogaroo ? 

The COLONIAL SECRETAilY: Ko; look 
at the next item. 

Mr. GRIJrFITH said he should like to hear 
some explanation with respect to the singular 
vacillation of the Government in deciding that 
the asylum at Sandy Gallop should be vacated, 
and, after an interview with the members of the 
district, countermanding the order ? 

The COLONIAL SlWRETARY said he did 
not see anything very extraordinary '"bout the 
matter. It was represented to him by the sur
geon of the \Voogaroo Asy_lum that all the 
patients at Sanely Gallop could be acconnno
dated at \Voogaroo without entailing any addi
tional expense. On inquiring into the matter 
he found that that could not be done without 
the erection of an additional ward. It was 
represented to him that the Ipswich asylum was 
doing very well; that the patients were \\·ell 'wrl 
rer1uired very little restraint ; that the situation 
was a healthy one ; and tlmt there were a great 
many other things in favour of the asylum. 
On visiting the asylum he found that those state
ments were true. According to calculation, he 
found that they might look for a natural annual 
increase of patients to the extent of forty or fifty 
for \\Thon1 acconnnodation \Vonld ha.ve to be pro
vided. Acconling to the latest statit;tics, pul1-
lished by the La1u·ct, the medical authorities httcl 
come to the conclusion that no asylum should 
contain more than 500 persons, and, as that 
nlnnber was nearly reached at '\Voogaroo, it 
would be absolutely necessary to provide for the 
increase of the next three or four years. He 
found that by the expenditure of £2,000 they 
could provide for that increase at the SarHly 
Gallop asylum, and he recommenderl to his 
colleagues that that amount be expended in 
adding two wings to that asylum. By doing so 
they would obviate a much larger outlay, and 
would provide sufficient accommodation to meet 
ref]uirements for the next three or fuur years. 
There was an amount of £7,200 provided for an 
asylum at ToO\nlOmba, but, as that amount 
would not cover half the cost of a building· into 
which patients could Le received, it was con
sidered that it would be absolute folly to com
mence the work. 

:Mr. DOUGLAS said it would rloubtless he >m 
advantage if Dr. Smith had the patients of 
Sandy Gallop remoYerl to \Voogaroo, where they 
could be under his direct superintendence; but 
he thought that there was scarcely sufficient 
accommodation for all the inmates who would 
have to be accommodated if the change was 
made. He was quite aware that Sandy Gallop 
was a healthy situation, but he doubted very 
much the policy of extending the existing build
ings. He thought the Governrnent ought to 
have acted on the recommendation of the Hoyal 
Commission, and have proceeded with the erec
tion of an asylum at Toowoomba. £10,000 had 
been passed by the House for that purpose, and, 
according to the Colonial Secretary, £7,200 ''"'"' 
now available. He did not see why the asylnm 
should not be commenced. It was never con
templated that £10,000 would he sufficient for 
the building-it would probably cost between 
£30,000 and £40,000. His idea was that they 
might make a commencement with the Too
woorn ba building on a small scale, so as to be 
able to provide for the accommodation of 
patients, should the number at Woogaroo extend 
beyond 600. After that was clone the hnilding 
at Sandy Gallop might be devoted to the Pro
testant Orphanage. The Diamantina Orphanag·e 
must be removed, as the building was an unsuit
able one. Sanely Gallop would be an excellent 
site for such an institution, ancl the lmilrling 
was well adapted for the purpose. He should 
like to know how the Government proposed to 
raise the money for the additions to the Sandy 
Gallop asylum? 

The COLONIAL SECRETAHY: It will be 
asked for in the supplementary loan vote. 

Mr. DOUGLAS still hoped that the Govern
ment would undertake to carry out the recom
Inendation of the lloyal Con1111i~~:lion with regard 
to the Toowoomba asy lurn. It was advisable to 
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nmke a commencement with the building, and, 
in preference to extending the Sandy Gallop 
asylum, he thought it would ],e better to extend 
th"e vVoogarou Asylum. 'l'here was ample room 
at \Voogaroo for further lmilding", "'nd it would 
be a decided advantage to have the whole of the 
patients under the superintendence of one medi
cal officer. 

l\Ir. DICKSOK said he hanllv understoml 
whether it was the intention of the" Government 
to proceed with the asylum at Toowoomba o1· to 
defer doing so until a larger an1ount \HtH voted ? 

The COLONIAL SECltETARY sairl he had 
already pointed out that it would he useless to 
spend £7,200 at Toowoomba. A sum of at least 
£15,000 would be rer1uired for out-offices and to 
prep>tre one ward for the reception of patients. 
The Government had deci<led not to go on with 
the building immediately. The climate of Too
woornbtt was suited for a lunatic asylum, but it 
would be worse than useless to commence by 
spending £7,200 on a building and then to allow 
it to remain at a stand-still. 

l\Ir. DOUGLAS said he did not think the 
whole of the buildings at Sandy Gallop cost 
half the amount that had already been voted 
for an asylum at Toowoomba. If the out-offices 
were to cost £15,000 the whole structure would 
co:;t at least £100,000. He could not think that 
there was any necessity for fixing the standard 
so high. He thought, too, that if it were 
rlecided to eventually build a large asylum at 
Toowoomba, the ground to he appropriated for 
that purpose might be fenced ancl planted with 
trees in preparation for the building. He pre
sumed from the statement of the Colonial ::lec
retary as to the estimated cost that the designs 
had already been prepared? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : They have 
not. 

J\Ir. DOUGLAS said he could hardly think, 
then, that the Colonial Secretary had rightly 
estimated the expenditure. The Sandy Gallop 
buildings had cost, up to the present time, only 
between £3,000 and £4,000. Tlmt amount, with 
the sum of £2,000 since authorised, would make 
the total cost not more than £G,OOO. The build
ings would be very suitable as wings to a larger 
building; and he sav;,r no reason why sh11ilar 
buildings should not be erected at Toowoomba, 
by way of a commencement. 

Mr. FJtASER said he would call the attention 
of the Colonial Secretary to the low salary re
ceived by the assistant-surgeon of the \Voogaroo 
Asylum in cnmparison with the salary received 
by the surgeon-superintendent. He did not 
know the assistant-surgeon, but he was informed 
that he was a most efficient officer, possessing, 
he believed, but a very small private practice. 
He waR not an advocate of raising salarieB gene
rally at the present time, but it should be borne 
in mind that the work in connection with this 
asylun1 was increasing year by year, and it \Va5 

only reasonable, therefore, that a slight increase 
should be nmde in the item to which he referred. 
He hoped the Colonial Secretary would give the 
suggestion his favourable consideration. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
salary was small, but it was not so small as it at 
first sight a1Jpeared, because the assistant
surgeon had a good house. When he was in 
opposition he endeavoured to obtain an increase 
in the salary of the former assistant-surgeon; 
but the gentleman who now held the position 
had accepted it with his eyes open. As he con
sidered it worth while to accept the appointment 
as it was, he (the Colonial Secretary) did not feel 
called upon to propose an increase in the ~alary. 

(~uestion put and passed. 

The snm of £1,305 was voted for the Asylum 
for the Insane at I1'"wich, and £1,(;60 fur Lunatic 
Heception-houses. 

The COLO::-\LU, ::mcnETAHY moved that 
£R, 705 be granted for Volunteers. 

J\Ir. l\IOREHEAD said he was sorry to have 
to deal with so important a subject in such a 
sn1all Corrnnittee ; and he thought the ColoniaJ 
Secretary woulcl clo well to postpone the vote. 
He did not believe in this expenditure; it \Vas 
totally unncces.sa.ry-an extravagance indulged 
in to ,;atisfy the warlike proclivities of the 
Colonial ::lecretary. He believed the hon. gentle
Inan took son1e pride in sty ling hin1Helf "Se crew 
tnry for \V ttr." But in all probability the vote 
would be of no Hervice \Yhatever, even if we 
were visited with war. At any rate, if the 
service were not aboli~hcd there was roont for 
com;iderable cutting down. They had an in
specting officer at £2:l,l, a colonel-commandant at 
£;)00, a major of brigarle aml staff officer at £400, 
an adjutant and musketry inspector at £300, a 
gunnery instructor at £1~0, and so forth. The 
thing vvas absurd ! There was not a 1118111ber of 
the Committee who did not know that in pass
ing this vote they were inflicting a grievom; 
wrong upon the colonitits generally. Volunteen; 
were not wanted. If thev wanted an efficient 
force let them have a paicf force. The force in 
its present position was a perfect farce. It 
seemed to consist for the most part of officers, 
a,lthough, a, few eveningH a.go, the rank~and-file 
v.rrangen1ent~ were de~cribed by the hon. 1nen1bcr 
for Leichharclt-and he regretted that that hem. 
member was not then present to defend the vote. 
In all earnestness, he asked the Committee to 
con,cider what earthly good they were doing in 
voting this sum to keep up the force? \Vhat 
good did they rlo by it? They g>we a few orna
nwutal appointn1ent~ to gentlcnlPll '\vith sonw 
military knowledge; but it seemed to him that 
the State paid too dearly for that knO\dedge, 
having regard for the small benefit they derived 
from it. He had no doubt that the inepecting 
officer was an exce~:;sively good n1an in hi::; way, 
but they could do without him, and, in so <loing, 
save £23ii a-year. The colonel-commandant 
rnight also be a very good nw.n ; and the san1e re~ 
mark would apply to other officers upon the 
list. But if they were tu have a force at 
all, let it be an efficient force. Volunteers 
did as they liked -were not compelled to 
turn out subject to pains and penalties. The 
volunteer syRteln a..<:i worked in the colony wa.s 
worse than useless. Let them have either a paid 
force, or adopt Horne Ruch RyRtenl as that in use in 
K ew South vV ales. But they were asked to vote 
£8,705 without any equivalent. If members of 
the Committee only spoke their minds, he felt 
sure they would agree with him. He had no 
doubt that some !ton. members representing 
electorates round about Brisbane felt that their 
tongues were tied, because it was possible that 
the volunteer vote might be imported into their 
electioneering experiences. K o one knew better 
than he did that it was a popular move to 
support the existing state of things. But he 
did hope that there were a number of hon. 
members who, if they could not give effect 
to their views, would at all events enter an 
indignant protest against the great waste of the 
public funds. \Vhat ehe but waste could it be 
considered to pay a lot of ornamental men to ride 
flash hones about Brisbane and to generally 
enjoy themselves? He believed they were very 
good fellows : but they could pay too much for 
good fellows. At the present time, of all others, 
they should be guarderl in passing votes of this 
kind. They were paying for a luxury--for what 
in another colony were called " toy soldiers." 
He had no doubt that if the enemy actu-
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ally appeared the force would jnsti.fy th:>t 
appellation. He was not acting mconsm
tently upon the present occasion, bemm:ce he h:t<l 
:tlways protested :tgainst this vote. If he stood 
alone he would still protest against such an ex
tmvagant waste of funds at a time when thev 
should be careful as to every shilling they 
spent. 

Mr. THORN said he was not opposed to the 
volunteer force, and he could not help noticing 
the remarkable inconsistency of the h<>n. mem
ber for J'liitchell. Upon a former occasion when 
he propmed a reduction in this vote the hrm. 
member for Mitchell voted against him. He had 
found the hon. member\ name in the division 
list. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : What was the question? 
Mr. THOltN said the question was ll vote of 

£10,000 for defences, llml he took it thllt volnn
teers formed part of their defences. He had 
altered his own opinion with regm·d to the volun
teers. Although he did not think they should be 
bolstered up, he could not help saying that 
he thought them a most useful force. At 
the same time, he was afraid they received 
mther too much from the country. It was 
notorious out of dam's that one p:u'ticular part 
of the force was fa,voured. He "as infonned 
that the artillery could ,!u as they chose with the 
Governrnent of the day, n.f:l fa,r a,f) money ,vas 
concerne,l-they could obtain their cavitation 
grants and their uniforms as they plellsed; 
when as the rifles were not favoured in the least 
degree. I-Ie was infurrned that smne cmnvnnics 
of voluntem;, had been without Cttpitation gl'ants 
and nnifon11:-1 for ye<lXS. }~ven-ha,uded ju~tiue 
should ]Je clealt out to all volunteero, whether 
artillerymen or riflemen. He thoug·ht tile Gov
enunent would be doing· a great deal of good 
if they offered more prizes for nmrksmen ; 
money woulcl be well spent in making the 
volunteers good marksmen. He hoped the Com
mittee woulcl vote the sum, which wns not a 
larg·e one. He had seen a g·ood deal of the 
volunteers, and thought they were n useful body. 
] fe ha<! been a volunteer hilmelf once, aml 
the other day WliS offered a commission, but 
refused it. 

J\Ir. MOltEHEAD said he could not allow 
the mbstatement of the hon. member to pass 
uncontmclicted. He (lVlr. J\Ioreheacl) certainly 
voted for the sum of £10,000, but the hon. 
gentlenum forgot to tell the Committee that it 
was not for volunteers, hut a vote out of loan for 
the defences of the colony. The h<m. member 
for N orrnnnby, \vho was a strong opponent of 
the present volunteer system, also voted with 
him on that occasion. He would vote £20,000 
or even £n0,000 for the defences of the colony if 
it was required, but he would oppose the sy,;tem 
of the '7 olunteer force as long as he had a tong-ue 
to speak in the House. The thing was rotten 
to the core, llml was simply the means of 
mnploying a nurnlJer of nice young rnen, Yery 
good >Lt tea-parties aml balls, who were hic;·hly 
and improperly paid by the State. Evidently 
he was the only man in the Committee who 
entertained that view, and, although he hrLd no 
intention to iinpcde the progreRs of butiincs;;, he 
woulcl t:tke the opportunity of entering his 
protest agllinst the colony beino; taxed nearly 
£10,000 a-year to maintain an utterly useless 
force. 

Mr. \VELD-BJ~FKDELL asked what was 
the use of voting £10,000 for the defenee.s of the 
colony, if they had no men to stand behind the 
batteries? People who <lid not nwlerstancl the 
matter might he misled by the sbtcmcnts of the 
hon. rnernber. Voln11teers \V8l'e not n:..;elcs,"); on 
the contrary, whenever they had been trier! they 
hac! proved themselves thorou;,;·hly good soldiers. 

Against the JVIaorie;, who were very brave 
enemies, the drilled military showed themselves 
exceedingly inefficient, aml, he was ashllmcd to 
say, were on nutny occasions nwst di:-;gracefnlly 
bellten ; but the volunteers covered themselves 
with glory. The }~n~)ish llrmy was manned on 
the voluntary system although it hm1 the Mutiny 
Act, which, he supposed, would be passed here if 
there was anyprolmbility of war. Volunteers hml 
as nnwh courage, anti pot~f:leHsed all the other good 
qualities, of the reguhu· army ; and in ea ,e of an 
attack they would show themselves equally liS 
eificient. The HUill un the }~stiruate.-.; \\ra~ a very 
small one, ]Jut it \la, sufficient to in,ure the 
invested and realised wettlth of the colony from 
danger froru ttn invader. 'fhe only enmuim; eYer 
likely to come to ({ueensland would be pri
vateerf; Ol' corvettes seeking plunder, whmn a 
force of 1,000 men hacked up by artillery could 
give a very good account of. If they were to 
reject the vote for volunteers the colony would 
appear in a most contemptible position before 
the world, ttnd would be at the mercy of any 
invader who chose to make a descent upon its 
CO liSt. 

Mr. MOHEHJ<:AD said the hem. member 
(::VIr. \Veld-Blundell) .seemed to think that the 
eyes of }~urope were upon the colony, and that 
unless they voted the £fi,OOO for volunteers it 
would be held up to ridicule lJy the Great Powers. 
He (Mr. Morehead) did not think that even the 
ttstute Prince Bismarck would trouble himself 
very much whether the colony hlld defences and 
volunteer:; or not. The volunteers were pos
se"_,sed of coura~~·e, the san1e as any other body of 
}~nglislnnen, but the sy.otem under which they 
were nuLn~tged nmde thenr utterly nKelL--3. No 
doubt, as the h<m. member hac! saicl, the ::\lutiny 
Act woultl be rmssed in the event of war, but in 
the rnea,ntinw the yolnntcen; 1nig-ht leave, and it 
would be an awlnmrd position to be placed in to · 
have a Wiutiny Act :tnclnobody to wurk it upon. 
If he was wrong in his estiinate of volunteers, he 
had the celebrated "'Wing- of \Yilliam l:'itt to 
bllback upon. A number of officers of volun
teer corps 'va.itet1 on hiln, and ~ttlked hin1 \vhether 
they would be expected to leave J~ngbncl in the 
event of war. l'itt replied, "Only in c'ccse of an 
invasion." 

Mr. BJ<:ATTU: .said that, while he agreed that 
the volunteers would give satisfaction if re
cruirecl, hiH COlill_Jlaint a.gaintJt the force W~tS that 
it wa,; over-of!lcered. . \. bocly of 1, 000 volun
teers required :tn expenditure of £2,155 to 
oiiicer them. The estimate might be grcntly 
reduced. There wa~ a major of brigade at £400. 
\Vhat dicl he do? And there were thl'ee iustruc
tor.s of artillery, £180, some of whom might 
cleal'ly lJe dispensed with. It was, of course, 
desirable to have men to rmm the batteries in 
c'tse a hoc;tile ves,el Clime up the river, but 
where w:ts the battel'y finally to be? Hon. mem
]Jers would remember tlmt on the recornmcncla
tion of the Inspecting· Officer the lmttery WliS to 
be built at the top of Dough boy Creek, aml 011 his 
return from the South he recommended it to be 
done aw'w with. If such was the advice under 
which they were to act, it Wlls making " brce of 
volunteering-. If the staff officers were recluced, 
aml the money devoted to making the men effi
cient, it would be far better spent. If a recluc
tion wns made in those items he .should be happy 
to support it. 

Mr. BAILBY sai<l he thought the vote ought 
to he removerl from the Estimates altogether. 
He had 1nixed a good deal ttn1ongst volunteers, 
and one and all, l10th officers [tnd men, told the 
sa,me story, that the whole thin;;· wa,, a fmud 
on the country-am! an expensive fraud. If 
they needed a force for the defence of the colony, 
the best force would be one misecl in the 
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bu-c.h, and compose<\ ol: mcmlJers of ritle clnllc;
rnen who \\-ere u:-;ed tu the rifle, :11H1 were accnH
tmned to rough work; in:-;te:.tcl of ha.Ying corp:-; in 
the town:-; emllposctl of uwn \\·ho Hwrdy ~ervetl n .. 
few tn<Jnths' drillnntil they wet·e <tl.Jle to handle 
a riile, ailll who wonl<l lJre<ek down with the tinst 
h<trd work they lm<l to perform. If they took 
rnen frmn the couutry who \VE're harcly and a.hle 
to r;o through ha,nbhip:-;, thcll there woul(l he 
Ho111e re::1son for votinh· lllOHey. }le l)elieYed in 
having a cmnpany uf n1en tntincd in the uHe of 
Lig b'llllB, bnt beyond that he thought there \nts 
no occa.-ion for a Yolnnteer force :-inch a:-.; it \Vas 
at present. 

J\rr. :'.IcLE""=" s"id that when the new com
nlauclaut of volunteer:-; \Vas ltppointecl a special 
l'€{1 ue:-;t wns nutcle to the volnnteen; to he 1H'I2Hent 
at ~tu hmpcctiou, hnt only a, very mnall nntuber 
tnnwd ont. Of cotu·~e, et:-; the Yuhmteert> were not 
paid they could not l)e expcctetl to turn out ou 
all occa.,ious ; lmt he thon~·ht that when the 
Cunnnand:1nt a~ke(l thetn to ntOct hin1, even if 
they were not paid, they ,;}wnlcl h>Lve shcnvn 
their respect ftn· their connna.nding officer by 
turning out. It w::1s not credital ,le, af~er "nch a, 
large r;mn of money was voted l1y the House for 
volunteer:-;, that so :-:;tnall a n1nnher of 1nen Hhonld 
have nnHwered to the re(rue-st tnade lJy the Cmn
lil[Llldant on the oeca.i:dun referretl to. He :-tgreecl 
with the remarkH llf the hon, member for :\Iary
borough (".lr. Kin;;·), nml the h<m. rncm!Jer f;n· 
\Vide Bay (:\[r. Bailey), that in the 8'. ent of'' ar 
the best volunteers woul<l be men from the bush 
who were accrmtmuecl to the use of the rifle' and 
tu rlm~·hing it. 

l\Ir. TJ-[01\ll'ROX s>~id he lmcl always snp
purtt:d the \'olnutcer vote, aud he did aot now 
intend to repmLt hL; ar:.c;·lnuent.~ for doing so. 
8otnehow or other this \\rtt~ a (pw~tion on \vhich 
IIJe1ubers took different si(le~ and exvressed 
opinions to which they had alway,; adhered, and 
fur his part he '<houlcl not go from the opinion 
he had always expressed-tlmt he consi<lcnl that 
the volnnteer nwvcnleut vvas a very U:':leful one. 
lie would now even go further than he had 
done, and ic:iugge:-:;t thu.t every }Jer::;ou entering 
the Civil senice should be a memher of 
some volunteer corps. If there were anything 
like the mmther of efficient ,~olunteer., that were 
provided for in the vote, he must s;<y that it was 
a most satisfactory state of things, He war; 
happy to say that he had never seen any war
fare, and the prokclJility \m,; tlmt this colony 
would not see any for a great n1any ye~u·s ; but 
what it had to be prcpured a~·ainst was, as 
had been st:1ted by the h<m, uwmher for Cler
Inont, attacks froru s1nt1ll ve:-;~.els carrying letter~; 
of nmrque, 1\bn must be a fighting· animal, and 
therefore it was expeLlient to be alway,; prepared 
to meet >~n enemy, He should wpport the 
volunteer vote were it only to keep up a mili
tary spirit amongst the people, 

1\h. LO\V said he should like to know hnw 
the hon. memlJer for \Vide Day would get the 
h<udy men in the b1mh he referred to if there 
was an enemy's ship in the Day : Llid he suppose 
that they wonld neglect their lmsines,; and come 
down to town at a. few hours' uotice? 

l\Ir. WI<;LD-BL 'GKDELL Raid the lwn, mem
ber for Wide Day (1\Ir. J~ailey) seemed to think 
tlmt any enemy intemling to come to this colony 
would write a letter saying·, '' \V e Nhall he here 
a fortnight hence.'' No don bt there rnight be 
1nany good kangaroo killers vvho could, on re
ceiving notice, con1e down and pick off an enen1y 
at long mn:;e, but there would b•; a difficulty in 
getting those n1en when they were wanted. 'rhe 
h<m. member for Ip,;wich (1\Ir. Tlwmpson) had 
referred to all Civil servantH ],eing driller\, \Jnt 
that might be found rather impracticable. lie 
(l'llr, Weld-Dlundell) thought, however, that the 

police should be regularly drilled to act in com
pany, '" such a force as that-say 200 men
might l>e found to be a most valuable adLlition to 
the volunteer fmce. 

:\Ir. l' lUCJ~ explained that he intended to 
support the Government, of who,;c policy he 
ttpproved. 

Jl.lr. DOuGLAS said, in reference tu the 
annual volunteer vote, his opinion wa.H that no 
alterations should be made in the present sy.·•tem, 
if possible. He was not r;urprise<l thnt exception 
shonlcl he taken to the large amount of the vote, 
but at the same time it would be generally 
admitted that they must h>~ve a volunteer force 
of oome kind, and it was desirable thnt it should 
be made as efficient as possible. 'rhat, of course, 
neces:-:;itatetl expenditure in the 1uaintena.nce of a 
staff, becan,;e without tho,t they could not expect 
to have discipline or really effective reHnlts. He 
therefore at once admitted th>~t they must have a 
stnnding staff nutintained for a Heries of yettrs, nnd 
they mm;t encourage the gentlemen whom they 
paid to do them good service, and make them 
feel that they were, as far as they possihly could 
lJe, permanent officers, The present staff struck 
him as being a very efficient one, In the fir:;t 
place, with regard to Colonel Scratchley, he 
lJelieved that officer did good service in coming 
here t\YO or thre+,~ ti1nes a-ymtr aud advising in 
regard to the force. He also did good service by 
connecting the force here with the volunteer force 
throughout Australia. They had made a bind
ing ,l.gTemnent \'.rith tlutt gentle1nan extending 
over a series of years, in which they united with 
the ueighbouring colonies to secure the services 
of tt re;tlly good uu.Lu as inspeetiug officer. Donl8-
thin~· had l Jeen r;aid by the bun. member for 
:Fortitude V alley \vith reference to the ad vice 
given by Colonel Scmtchley as to the erection of 
a fortification at Dough boy Creek It was quite 
true that Colonel Scratchley did give that advice. 
He (l\fr. Douglas) was in office at the time, :tnd, 
as there was " general belief that they were on 
the eve of war, it was felt that it was essential 
that some steps should be t;cken to erect a fortifica
tion which would be worked in connection with a 
line of torpedoes which it was then proposed to 
put down in the river. Colonel Soratchley, how
ever, always stated th>~t the battery at Dough
boy Creek would not supersede the battery to be 
erected at Lytton. The battery at Lytton 
could not be excavated >~t that time, and it was 
thought advisable to erect the one at Dough boy 
Creek, upon which guns could be mounted if 
nece::iR:ary. However, peace carne, and every~ 
body felt assured that there w>~s no immediate 
ch>~nce of war, and therefore the nece:;sity for 
this battery ceased. The :Minister who succeeded 
him in office very properly directed his attention 
to the more permanent work at Lytton, and in 
that respect Colonel Scratchley must be relieved 
from all blame. In the Colonel-commandant he 
believed they had secured " very competent and 
useful officer, He was an >~ctive young officer, who 
had lw,rl actual experience and possessed all the 
know leclge they could expect from an oflicer in that 
position. He (Mr. Douglas) did not think they 
should offer this officer less than the sum specified 
on the E,;timates, and his position should be as 
much assured as po,;sible, He was sure that if 
they sent to England they would not have secured 
a better man for the purpose; perhaps they would 
have got a man of more experience but with 
less activity, and he believed that under Colonel 
Dlaxland the Volunteer Force would become 
really efficient. He had very great confidence 
in Colonel Blaxbnd training the force effectively, 
am\ that officer would also be ahncys likely to 
giYe judidons tt{lviee upon 111ilitary 1natten3 if 
calle<l upon to clo on. He believed the other 
officer:> were likely to prove useful men in their 
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respective positions. The weak point in connection 
with the volunteers appeared to him to be this : 
that the ordinary men, especially in the rifle com
panies, were not found to muster at drill so well 
:ts they ought. It might be said that there w:ts no 
inducement for them to do so-th:tt they were 
not rew:trcled in the sh:tpe of pay, or after long 
service, by land orders, :ts they were at one time. 
No doubt land orders were a great inducement 
to regular attendance, :tncl caused men to enter 
into the spirit of volunteering; but it had been 
decided to dispense with those rewards, :tml they 
rested now simply on the zeal of the men who 
chose to attend drill. He must say, however, 
that men should not be retained in a corps 
unless they attended regul:trly. If they did not 
:tttend to their duties they should not be allowed 
the privilege of being volunteers, for it should 
be considered a privilege. An efficient volun
teer was a man who ought to be respected in 
every grade of society, but if men did not attend 
drill they should not be encour:tged to remain in 
the force. In this respect he believed the artil
lery was rr..ore efficient, and it h:td been ex
plained that this arose from the fact that they 
had received more attention, and that more 
money had been expended upon them than the 
other branches of the service. How far that 
might be true he did not mean to say, but the 
fact remained that the artillery was a very effi
cient force. There were 1nen in it who Were 
Civil servants, and who might be depended upon 
in any emergency. He found that there was 
less on the Estimates this year for rifle ranges 
than previously, am! he thought this was to be 
regretted. He presumed the Colonial Secretary 
asked for only £300 because that was all that 
would be required; but he confessed he would 
mther see that item increased and some others 
<liminished. It would be very desirable indeed to 
encourage the use of the rifle, so that volunteers 
mig-ht make themselves good marksmen, and he 
would even go so far as to offer substantial prizes 
for that purpose. He believed that a thousand 
or two might be saved out of the £6,150 for con
tingencies, and if that were the case he would 
like to see £200 or £300 added to the sum put 
down for rifle ranges. He hoped the' Colonial 
Secretary would take that matter into considera
tion, and that the men enrolled shouhl be made 
to feel that if they were privileged to continue in 
the force the least that could be expected from 
them was regular attendance, when called upon 
by their officers, on certain occasions. He did 
not sav that these occasions should be too 
frequent-the men should not be harassed by 
too frequent drills, but they should attend when 
called upon. The item for camp instruction he 
looked upon as the most pleasing feature in the 
whole vote. If the men could meet and live 
together for a whole week, not only for the pur
poses of drill but also to make each other's 
acquaintance and be exercised in military man
o:mvres, an esp1·it de C01'PS would be established 
which would be likely to lead to the very best 
results. He hoped, therefore, that the necessary 
provision would be made from year to year for 
this purpose, and that no alteration would be 
made unless very good reasons were given. 

The COLONIAL SECHETAHY said he had 
so often spoken upon the volunteer question, and 
his opinions on that subject were so well known, 
that it would be simply tiring· the Committee to 
repeat them to-night. He would simply say that 
the volunteers had not fallen in his estimation in 
any degree whatever. He believed they had been 
doing remarkably well, that they would ·be of 
material use to the country, and that if in course 
of time they should unfortunately run the risk 
of invasion, they would be found coming to the 
front and behaving as they ought to. Some re
marks had been made as to non-attendance at 

drill, and he admitted at once that it Wa8 a pity 
the men did not attend more regularly at the 
small drills; but at the same time he felt bound to 
say in their defence that, notwithstanding the 
prognostications made last year that when they 
were not paid for their attendance at camp as in 
the previous year there would be a very g-reat dimi
nution in their numbers, they came to the front in 
very creditable force and behaved themselves well. 
The total number on the roll, officers and men, 
was 1,156. Taking out of this the number for 
Hockhampton, 123; for Maryborough, 60 ; and 
for Bundaberg, 35 ; which gave a t<ltal of 218, an 
available force of 938 was left to assemble at the 
camp of instruction at Ipswich last year, at 
which the Brisbane, Ipswich, Toowoomba, and 
'VV arwick forces were able to come to the front. 
Of that 938 the larg-e number of 838 appeared 
on the camp ground. That spoke volumes for 
the good feeling of the volunteers on the subject 
of camp instruction. Only 100 of all ranks were 
absent from instruction at Ipswich on the Mon
day when the encampment was broken up. The 
attendance certainly was not so good on some of 
the other clays. They began on the VV ednesclay 
with 400 men ; on 'rhursclay they worked up 
to 663; on Friday to 799 ; on Saturday the num
ber was 790 ; on Sunday, 818 ; and on Monday, 
the closing day, it was 838. He thought those 
figures were very respectable indeed, and showed 
that the men had their hearts in their work. 
\Vith respect to the objection taken by the hon. 
member for JYiaryborough to the small sum set 
clown for rifle ranges in comparison with the 
amount voted last year, he must remind the 
hon. member that in many cases rifle ranges 
had been formed, and the same amount was not 
necessary in succeeding years for keeping them 
in order. It was of great importance that there 
should be rifle ranges, but he had been informed 
by the commandant that £300 was all that was 
wanted. \Yith respect to the staff, he would 
say that without a competent staff the volunteer 
movement would fall through altogether. He 
had for a long time considered it absolutely 
necessary that there should be an efficient staff. 
Very many of the officers on the staff had been 
for some time in the service. The Colonel
Commandant, although new to the service in the 
colony, had been a volunteer for some time, and 
had proved himself to be very efficient indeed 
in the position in which he had been placed. 
He had long felt that without a commandant--a 
military man-at the head of the force they 
might as well give up the volunteer movement 
altogether. He had long been of that opinion, 
and there were many people in the colony who 
took a great interest in the volunteers, and who 
had consistently opposed the payment of a 
commandant, who had changed their opinions 
after seeing the results, and now believed that 
the appointment was of material assistance to 
the force. vVith respect to Colonel Scratchley's 
engagement, he considered the volunteers and 
the colony ought to be congratulated on hav
ing secured the services of that gentleman, 
both on account of his abilities as an engineer 
officer and because of the advice he gave on 
military subjects. That officer never visited 
Brisbane without materially improving the 
morale of the volunteer force, by speaking to 
the men and advising the officers. He believed, 
in fact he knew, that Colonel Scratchley had 
done a great deal of good ; and he did not think 
a great deal of blame could be attached to him 
for that miserable attempt at a fort at Porter's 
Hill, Doughboy Creek. It was pointed out :ts a 
suitable place for a temporary battery, but he 
had not heard that Colonel Scratchley ordered 
the excavations himself. He 1elievecl that 
officer had never designed a fort there at all, and 
that whatever was clone was without his know-
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ledge ; in fact, no one was more astonished than 
he was when he came back to the colony >md 
found the scratching that had taken place with 
the design of forming a fort. He (the Colo
nial Secretary) did not know who designed 
it; but, if his information-which was second
hand-was correct, it was never de,igned by 
Colonel Scratchley, and he had heard at second
hand that Colonel Scratchley disclaimed the 
responsibility. As he had said before, it was use
less giving his opinions on the subject of volun
teers ; but he believed the force was of very 
great use to the colony. He believed that in 
case of invasion they would form the nucleus 
round which volunteers for the occasion-volun
teers in every sense of the word-might rally as 
a pretty well-drilled force. They were improv
ing very rapidly in drill, to which, by the atten
tion paid to them by their commanding officer 
anrl the staff, they would be induced to pay even 
more attention. Colonel Scratchley, on the 
occasion of his last visit, expressed himself as 
very well pleased with the improvement in the 
force. ·with respect to the assertion of the 
hon. member for \Vide Bay, that he had been 
told by volunteer officers that the volunteers 
were a fraud and "' very expensive fraud on 
the country, all he (Mr. Palmer) could say was 
that the officers that hon. member spoke to 
must have been a very bad sample. He did not 
believe in the proposition that they could do 
very well without volunteers by forming bodies 
of riflemen in the interior. \Vithout discipline 
and without drill they would be nothing better 
in the face of the enemy than an armed mob, 
however good as marksmen they might be. It 
was very desirable they should have men who 
were good shots, but it was also very necessary 
that they should be drilled and know how to 
support each other. The suggestion made by 
the hon. member for Clenltont, that the police 
should be used more as soldiers, was impracti
cable. There was but a small body of police, 
and they were spread over the lengtb and breadth 
of the land. The police were all drilled before they 
were sent out from barracks; but it would be im
possible to bring-them together to act as soldiers 
in any way whatever. He hoped the estimate 
would be allowed to go through. It was a vote 
of great importance and had been cut down as 
low as possible. Looking at it in every way, he 
believed it was an exceedingly chen.p force and 
an exceedingly useful one to the colony. 

Mr. PEHSSE regretted that there was such 
a small House present when a question of so 
much importance was being discussed_. He, 
for one, maintained that when the Govern
ment thought of going in for reductions 
they should have gone in for reduction in 
the volunteer force. He also considered that the 
arguments of the Colonial Secretary were wrong 
in a great many respects. It was well known 
that volunteering was one of the hon. gentleman's 
hobbies. There was not a man in the House who 
thought more of the volunteer force than he (Mr. 
Persse) did, but he had believed from the very 
first that from the inspecting officer down to the 
privates they were working on a false basis. In 
his last few remarks the Colonial Secretary said 
that riflemen, or men trained to use the rifle in 
the country, would be only a disorganised rabble 
without drill. He did not agree with him. The 
best and the first thing to do would be to teach a 
man to use the rifle, and then everything else 
would be easy, for they could always make 
a good soldier of a man who could handle a rifle. 
vVas it to be supposed that if the colony were 
invaded that the volunteers as at present con
stituted would be able to defend their shores? 
If they did it would only be by superior tactics, 
and by being good shots. If an enemy came 
to•morrcw th~r9 would not be many they C<Juld 

rely upon as troops, hut riflemen would be more 
reliable. :B'or himself, he would like to see 
£2,000 or £3,000 put down for artillerymen, and 
for this reason-it took years and years for a 
man to become a good artilleryman, and to 
learn to use the cannons as they ought to 
be used without accident to themselves. vVit
ness the accident that occurred in Brisbane 
at one time in the Government Gardens, and 
the numerous accidents that occurred to men 
who had been years in the service from slight 
acts of negligence. A Hhort ti1ne ago, the Eng
lish papers gave an account of three artillery
men being blown to pieces by the careless 
use of a ham1ner in knocking off a fuse on 
a detonating shell. If they could teach men 
to use the rifie, with a little instruction they 
would become the most useful force for the 
colony. He considered that the sum of £1,500 
for "camps of instruction, training, &c.," in the 
Brisbane and country districts was a downright 
waste of money. It was a jolly sort of thing, no 
doubt, for the men to meet together to discuss 
things in camp, but that was all. It was acting 
soldiers, and nothing else. If the Government 
were to set apart '" sum of money to be given to 
the men who could shoot best-not about Bris
bane or Hockhampton-but wherever a rifle 
club could be formed, and if they were to give 
good prizes, they would do more towards e,;tab
lishing a corps capable of defending the colony 
than the volunteers as at present constituted. 
11en who were good shots were full of confidence 
in thernsel ve,;, and after a few weeks' training 
would be able to take their place wherever they 
were required. As to what the Colonial Secre
tary said with respect to the volunteers being the 
nucleus of a good force, he (l\Ir. Persse) disagreed 
with him ; if they had a number of paid soldiers 
there would be a nucleus, and there need 
only be a limited number. He did not wish 
to detract from any man's character, but in 
Queensland it was every man apeing to be a 
major or a captain. One of the last appoint
ments that was made was of a man who really 
had not the heart of a volunteer. \Vith regar<l 
to the battery at Lytton, tlwy were not told how 
it was going to be kept up. In his opinion it 
would be a very costly thing, and wonl<l require a 
great deal of money. He regretted that there was 
not a larger House to discuss the thing fairly, and 
define the extent to which the colony ought to 
go to form a force that would be of some service. 
There were a number of officers in this town at the 
present time who were at the beck and call of 
whichever side might be in power. So long as 
the present Colonial Secretary was at the head of 
the department he would support them, but if the 
other party came into power they might not get 
the same support. He should like to see a larger 
number of paid drill-instructors, especially in
structors of 1nusketry, and In ore encouragement 
given to the artillery force. If a good artillery 
corps were kept np, and prizes given for good 
rifle shooting, that would be quite sufficient for 
the colony. 

Mr. STGBLEY said if the vote went to a 
division he should vote against it. He regarded 
the volunteers as a very expensive and useless 
ornament to the country. After the way in 
which the hon. members for Mitchell and :B'assi
fern had dealt with the subject, it was not 
necessary for him to say more. 

Mr. '\VELD-BL UNDELL said the hon. mem
ber for :B'assifern had suggested a system which 
was totally discredited over the rest of the world 
when he said that a few good shots were likely 
to be more useful than a body of regularly drilled 
men. In England and other European countries 
it was generally consi<lered that discipline W'-'R of 
lD.!Jr~ VtlJlne th~n gwJt113h(mtinrr~ The hmh !!!eH!~ 
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her ha<l also spoken in depreciation of camp 
instruction; lmt he (Mr. \Yeld-Blnndell) mppose<l 
there was nothing- likely to be more nsefnl in 
rrmking- the volnnteers efficient than camp ex
ercises. _\Jl other drills in the year conlrl l1e 
better dispenser! with. At tho,;e camps the men 
were put through the rongh and pr{lctica.l work 
which they were called upon to do in actual 
service, and iu every country of the \Yorld c;cmp 
inf-itrnction was considered of the greate:-;t iln
portance. It was admitte<l that what ha<lma<le 
the CiernutnR so efficient 'vas the enor1non:-; Rnllio-' 
spent in their camp instruction. They thought 
nothing of bringing seventy or eighty thnnRand 
n1en together, :;uul it was nnly the grent ex1JE:uRe 
of doing so in a closely culti1 ated country that 
preveute{l the so..n1e thing frmn being clone in 
England. \Vhat was good for regulars \Vtts good 
also for Yolnnteers. If there \Va:-; a sing-le vote 
that coul<l not be dispensed with it was thctt 
for ca1npR of iw.;trnction, :11H1 if it were not 
passecl great httt·m would result to the volnnteer 
force. 

Mr. J\IOUEHEAD sttid that the hon. member 
for Clermont, in his quiet way, ha<l mioreprc
sentetl whttt the hon. member for Fassifern sairl. 
The hon. member did not say that a lot of bush
trained riflemen would be better than a traine<l 
force; but he pointed out that the pre·;eut 
volunteers were neither disciplined nor drillecl, 
and also, as every hon. member knew, that these 
camps of instruction were a perfect farce and 
were not camps of instruction at all. The hrm. 
member (Mr. \V eld-Blnnclell) referred to the 
German camps, lmt surely the hon. member must 
know that there wtts a great difference between 
those camps and the one which he (Mr. JY1ore
hea<l) had seen on one occasion in Queensland. 
If the Uermans were drilled in the same way that 
the volnnteers were at that camp, he won<lered 
that they were such good solclien; as they were. 
The camping was looked upon as"' holiday nnd" 
vet·y good old pic-nic. The men were driller! as 
they chose; they had a good time, and enjoye<l 
themselves consi<lerably. He did not blame the 
individual men, but the system which allowerl 
such things to exist. He maintained that the 
volunteer "ystem was very bad indee<l, and that 
they were an inefficient force, as would be found 
should any occasion for their employment arise. 
The defect w:>s not in the nmterial itself, but in 
the way in which the material had been used. 
So long as the present systen1 lasted those defects 
would exist. Ko doubt there were men in the 
force here capable of doing anything that 
Eng'lishmen could do i·f they, were properly 
tn1ined and kept under proper discipline, but it 
would l1e jnst as well to throw the money 
into the river if it was to be devoted to the smne 
purpose as it had been in the past. J~very mem
ber who had seen the volunteer camps knew that 
what he said was absolutely trne. He knew that 
he had very few sympathisers in the House, and 
that if the vote went to a division, prolmbly 
only three or four members of the Committee 
would support him. In his own opinion the 
best plan would he to sweep the vote off the 
Estilnates, ::tncl then so1ne rneasure n1ight be in
troduced which would induce a proper system of 
volunteering such as existed in 1'\ew South \Vales, 
where inducements were offered to the men to go 
to ch·ill by means of payments, which they for
feited if they did not attend. That was the 
only way of inducing volunteers to attend to 
drill. But he would go farther, and compel 
them under strict regulations to adhere to certain 
conditions which they should assent to before 
joining. If they chose to join they should 
do so for a 1ixed period. He would combine the 
volunteer with the militia system, and if a man 
joined he shou!Ll be compelled to stop or suffer 
certain penalties. The country would then pay 

for the work done, bnt they woulcl g·et the work. 
At ]n'csent a Yolnnteer wa.q supplied with a 
uniform with which he <lcc•n·aterl himself, and he 
placed hilll~;elf nttclcr tllu order~ of a nnn1lwr of 
oftic,?l'S; lmt no ntattl:r ho\'i' effieie11t nn otHeer. 
might be, umlcr the existing hew he had no lwl<l 
over the men. E1•ery one of the officm·s hom the 
commandant down to the junior lieutenant conhl 
be itt>mlted or almsed by any private in the regi
lneut, and he had no rmnec1y exc~·pt to l1ave the 
nmn tnrue<l ont, which woulrl prolml>ly ]Je no 
vunishment to the offenrler. The whole system 
as it htood \•'fLS an ab:·mr(lity, and the colony wa,:::l 
wa.-;;ting, in pla.ying n.t solclierH, tnoney which at 
the present tiuw wn_,~ exce"'sively YalurLhle. If 
the 1nmnher.;;; of the Cmruuittee voted a.ccorcling
to their convictions he believed that har,Uy a 
member wonld vote for it. 

:\Ir. THOJG\ saicl he shoultl like to point out 
to the hon. memher for Leichhardt that the vol
unteer n1oYerr1ent \Yt.ts receiving smne very ha.rd 
knocks frmn n1en1hen~ fjitting near that hon. 
member, aml that there was every chttnce of the 
vote bein~.~· lost if t;Onlething wa.~ not saiLl in its 
defence. He knew the hou. member as a gallant 
defender of the volnnteers, and he was sure the 
"hole Committee wonld like to hear his experi
ence as a volunteer and n,l~o w.:; a. ntan lu1ving a 
knowle<lge of the affairs of the military nations 
of the world. 

Mr. AllCHEH said he had not the slightest 
doubt that the hon. meml1er for Leichhardt 
would fawmr the Committee with his opinions 
by-rmcl-lwe. The hon. memlJer for l\litchell 
seemed tc; feel that he wonltllJe personallyinjnred 
if only two or three members of the Committee 
voter\ with him ; l.mt he slwnld remember that 
probal>ly those memllers who votecl for this item 
were as likely to be actuated lly conscientions 
convictions tlmt the volunteers were a hene1it to 
the colony as the hon. member was likely to be 
actlmted lw a <lifferent opinion. He ditl not be
lieve that t'he volunteers, as at pr<>scntconstitnte<l, 
were very fa.r a<lY::tnced in their dri11; but beclLuse 
they harl not yet attained perfection, there was 
n<>thing to show that they might not be of grelLt 
value when they had received further instruction 
and hrtd rnore practice. HiR O\Vll opinion vn_1S 

that p:tid ~oldiers \V ere a great curse to a country. 
He did not deny that they had great oppor
tunities of performing· heroic actions. l\lany of 
them were showing by their present actions in 
Afghanistan that they were made of heroic stuff, 
mH:l \Yere rnen whmn Englishrnen could honour ; 
but he considered the whole system of paid 
armies, as kept np in :Europe-which the hon. 
member for l\Iitchell thong-ht should be intro. 
dnced~-were a great rni;.;tu,ke. 

Mr. l\IORKHEAD: I do not wish to intro
fluce arn1ies frmn Europe here ; I would sooner 
keep them away. 

Mr. AUCHJ~n. said that if the volunteers were 
abolished here, paid men would hlLve to he intro
duced, and a uum ber of paid soldiers he should 
call :1n arllly. \Vhat he said '" tts, "like the 
European a.nnk·;(," If there were only a. hundred 
men paid, dl'illecl, an<l kept under discipline, he 
should cmbider them a pe>icl army. He did not 
wish to see any pai(l n1en in the colony \vhile rnen 
could be got to do the work for nothing. At 
present there were no men in the colony skilled 
to train troops, except such as had been obtained 
fr<ll11 home. They had broug·ht out their skill 
in the same 1my tlutt a lawyer brought out 
his skill; one man employed his talents by 
attending courts of law, and the other by drilling 
men. Perhaps, hy-ttnd-bye, our volunteer force 
wonl<l be w well drilled that there would he no 
nece8Rity for keeping up expen~;ive sta.ffs, though 
he believed that an army without an efficient 
staff was one of the most miserable products in 
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the worl<l. No proper army conlrl he kept up 
without an etficient staff. If the material wrrs 
good, the sta.ff could n1r1ke an anny. He noticed 
tlmt the hon. member,; for J<'nssifern ancl ~LitcheU 
<lepenLled upon two things-one wanteLl gootl 
shots, aml the other (the hem. member for Fassi
fern) sneered at the Colonial Secretnry for sup
posing that these men woulcl be what the hon. 
rnmnber called an ar1ned Inob, or, to change the 
word, a rabble. 

Mr. PEHSSE nicl he objected to the word 
" sneered." He hoped he had Letter taste and 
rrmnners than to sneer at <tnything which the 
Coloni:.l Secret<try said. 

:Mr. ATWHJ~R said he insisted th<tt the 
Colonial Secretary 'va.s qnite right. If an nnuy 
of a thonsa.nd n1en, good ~hots, hut not tr:_tiued at 
all, were opposed to a, thons::~nd rnen ·who 'vere 
partially trained, the best nmrk,men would get 
the worst of it. Discipline c:tused each man to 
depend upon hit; neighhnnr; 1neu who wel'e 
nntrfLined hacl no confi(lence in the n1u1 Le:-Jicle 
them. They die! not know when the right
hand or the left-hanJ n1cn were going to 
desert them, nor, when the lmgle-call ~uuncled, 
whether anyone knew what it meant. lt 
was only l>y means of ::1 lengtheuecl drill that 
men were enablecl to act together and in concert. 
Believing, therefore, that volunteering as it waN 
begun would re"'1lt in its being the only am! real 
defence of the colony, he should most cordially 
support the vote. He hoped to see the defence 
required performed by their own citizens, ancl 
then he wac; sure it would be well performed. 

The ATTOllKEY-GE:i'\J~UAL said he did 
not wish to cletain the Committee, but this 
appearecl to him to be the most irnport:cnt yote 
on the J~stimates, aml he did not want it to Jl'"' 
without expresHing his opinion vdth regn,rd to 
some expressions which hacl fallen from the hon. 
rnen1ber for :FaRHifern. 1-[e did not agree on the 
whole with that hon. member-Yery far from it ; 
but when the hcm. member pointed out that it 
wonhl be n, goocl thing for then1 to encourage 
good marksmen, he said what was not Ycry far 
from the truth. He disagreed with the hem. 
member for Clermont, when he said that all 
l~nrope 'YaH against the opinion of the hon. 
member for Fassifern on that point. He did not 
think the opinion of .Europe was against that 
opinion; on the contrary, he believed that the 
opinion of the country from which they sprang 
w:ts particularly in favour of that opinion. For 
some years before he came to the colony he 
was a rnen1ber of the volunteers in J;:ngla.ncl; 
he was a mernher of the "J)evil':-:; 0\vn." ln 
:England a consid€rable slnn \Vas gh en to e\- ery 
member of the volunteer corps for becoming an 
efficient, and th<1t efficiency consistecl not only 
in his being a gooclman <1t drill--he hacl to attencl 
a certain number of clrilb to keep his line in the 
ranks-hut in his hnving attainecl consi(leral1le 
skill as :t marksnmn. That was considerccl a 
great point an1ongst the people at hmne : it W:Ls 
considered that the bc-·,t menns of defence, all(] 
the first means of defence was the exaction from 
the volunteer of the ability to fire a gun 
straig·ht. He therefore l1elieved that in n 
country where the object was clefence, and 
not the invasion of other countrie,;, it was of 
consiclerable importance ancl utility that the 
n1en should be goocl n1arksn1en. l-Ie knew 
nothing \Yith respect to the statement of the 
h<m. member for :I\Iitchell, thrrt the drillings of 
the volnnteers here were mac le pic-nics. If thltt 
was so it was a great n1isfortune. That 'va-; 
not a sp;tem which would he likely to result in 
n1arking the volnnteerH good nsefnl 1nen-it w::_ts 
quite " different system to that which was 
adopted at home. As n volunteer at home he 
joined in one of the nutumn manceuvres, and 

they went through something very difierent to 
what harl heen rlescrihecl by the hon. member for 
:I\fitchell. They had to march from twenty-five 
to thirty miles during the clay, carrying kits and 
rifles ; nncl in acldition to that they had a couple 
of hours' sham fig-hting. They returner! to their 
camp at about f) o'clock, and were awakened by 
the bng-Ie ccJl at 5 in the morning. They then 
struck -their tents an cl started marching. They 
marched nearly the whole of the chty, until they 
met the pretended enemy, and then they had 
their fighting. He thoug·ht that was the system 
which ought to he nclopterl here. That system 
was adopted to make the men goocl clrillist~, the 
onlinary ch·ills not being thought much of. 

J\lr. l<':EEZ saiclhe must remin<l hon. members 
tlmt l{ome was not built in a day. It was un
reasonable to expect perfection from a volunteer 
force which ''7 as but in itR infnncy, having ])ccn 
in existence for a few years only. Through the 
\">trying ph::c;es of life in this colony it w"'s only 
natural to expect that many efficient men woulcl 
be founcl dropping out of the ranks of the 
volnntRer corps. l\I~ny n1en who had hecmne 
efficiently trained had to leave the district in 
search of employment, and no doubt to timt 
cause was attributrrble the nllegecl deficiency of 
the volunteer sy.<tem. From what he lmd seen 
of the volunteers of QueenRlancl, rn::tking allow
ance for the limited support which harl been 
given them, he must say that they were " cre
clibble body of men. The only Minister who 
had given any sulJstantinl support to the volun
teers was the present Colonial Secretary, ancl 
since that hon. gentleman had shown an int•crest 
in the movement there hacll1een a very material 
inqn·oven1ent in the force. ..-\nothcr canse 'vhich 
hml ncterl prejmlicially to the Volunteer Force 
was the introduction of rifle corps. 1\Jen who 
were not connectecl with the volunteers h><d 
received pern1ission to go out rifie shooting 
actually l1efore they had heen tolcl how to use the 
rifle. If he hod anything to say in the matter, 
no m><n should he allowecl to practise at rifle 
shooting until he hacl secured a certificate of 
efficiency as a volunteer. If there was no 
prospect of n1en receiving such a certificate 
there was no encouragement to thmn tu learn 
ch·ill and to go throng·h the exerci~es necessary 
to becon1e efficient n1en. .. \_nother canse 'vhich 
had acted agninst the good nutnage1nent of the 
volunteers was the fact that any small town ont
side of Brisbane, as won as its name was men
tione(l in geogra,phy or history, ch1irnecl a volun
teer corps. He did not wish to appear selfish, 
and therefore he Yotcrl for the est::tblishm<·nt of 
a corps at J\Iackay ; lmt he could see plninly that 
if they :tllowecl corps to be starter! in all sorts of 
places the expenses of the staff would be in
creased to an enormons extent, because they 
wonlcl l1e 1ueless without the supervision of com
petent officers, am! the exi.,ting staff would find 
it impnssil1le to ntteml to all of them properly. 
The present othcer·; were only fairly paid-they 
g-ot just enongh to keep themselves respectahle. 
He believed that an efficient artillery corps 
could he formed at Townsville ; and llockhamp
ton, with its population, was capable of support
ing a couple of cmnpanies of rifles and a s1nall 
artillery corps. He believecl they would be well 
supported, ancl that they would he managed 
properly. Hon. members woulcl see that the 
capitation allowance \\·as only 30s. \Vhy, a 
pair of trousers woulrl cost that ; the men, 
therefore, had to support their corps prin
cipally out of their 0\\ n pocket.s. The men 
connected with his corps at llockhampton had 
contribntecl a shilling :1 month towards the ex
penses of the corps. If '·' snHicient staff of 
officers were employer! to admit of the clifferent 
corps l1eing inspected once every two or three 
months, he believed that in a short time the 
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volunteer corps would become :1 capital force. 
'l'hey spent .£100,000 a-year on education, lmt 
there were many people who cmne here who 
were too old to learn. If they conlll not incre<we 
the brain power of thoHe people they coulcl 
improve their bodily powers and make them alJle 
rnen. He knev\· Ina.ny rneu who aJter being iu a 
volunteer corps for a few months became tot<>lly 
different men to what they were previously. 
'rhe drill and the exercises which they were put 
through strengthened thern, and they conld go 
through <> gTeat cleal of hardship whieh they 
woulcl not be a!Jle to face sncc<""fnlly were it 
not for that tmining. His iclea was that Jto 
place having a population of less tlmn U, 000 
people should htwe a volunteer corps. He 
hoped hon. memhers would vote the tullount 
a8ked. 

Mr. PERSSE sCiid he should not like the idea 
to gu ahroad that he \\"cLS OlJJ>o:..;c<l to volunteer~ 
in toto, because tlmt \Yas not the fact. \Vlmt he 
advocate,] was that pri,es shonltl be offered to 
markfnnen, us he thought it would Le n goo(l 
thing for the colony if they coull] imlnce the 
men to pra,cti~e HO a.~ to 1ecmne etfici,ent riflen1eu. 
The hlm. member for Glemwnt pooh-poohecl the 
idea, bnt it was supported by the Attorney
General. 

Mr. l,'EASER said he had no tleoire to dis
pCirage the Yohmteer,; generally, hut he conl<l not 
allo\v the vote to 1 :<LR~ withont expre~~ing his de
cided opinion, notwithsbnt!ing- all that had been 
said as to the a<lvantages they were likely to derive 
from the force, that in the present circlmH,tances 
of the colony the anwunt 110\V asked for \Vas un
warmntable. They lmd hearll a gt·eC~t deal said 
as to what might !Je expected of their vohmteers; 
but let them consider \\·ktt was likely to occur. 
If an invasion were nm,]e Clt all it \l'lllllll be 
made by a formidable force equipped with all 
the appli:1nce~ of nwdern warfare. Sup}JPHing 
they had 1,200 well org-anisell and disciplined 
volnnteerH, how long \Vonld they 1Je rLble to resL-;t 
such an iuvrtdiHg fnrce as they rrlight expeet? 
,Judging hmn what he ha(l read of recent war
fare, he hac! no llonht tlmt after Cl very few roumls 
the 1,200 would disappear, not necessC~rily be
CC\use they were cowC~nls, hut bec;ouse they would 
be literally swept off the face of the earth. He 
thought a great deC~l too much hCid been made out 
of the advantC~ges they expected to derive from 
their volunteer force, although he clid not deny 
that it might he of some service. The Attor
ney-C}eneral hC~d told them thC~t in J~nglaml 
volunteers were pri,erlnot so much for efficiency 
in drill as for their cap[tbilities CIS marksmen. 
It must not be forgotten, however, that the cir
cumstances of Queenslaml aml England differed 
very widely in this matter. There was not a 
point in EnglmHllikely to be invaded to which 
access would not be readily gC~ined by railwC~y. 
Then, again, the whole clmst could be defended by 
a squaclron of the navy. But these appliances 
were not to be commanded in Queensland, and if 
they were in vC~ded C~t all it would be at their 
most vulnerable point. If hon. members looked 
at the vote they would see that a fourth was 
distributed among sixteen individuals. Having· 
regard, then, for the facts that they were enllea
vouring to enforce econmny in every depart
ment, and thC~t people in their private Clffairs were 
compelled to exercise the most rigid economy, 
it WCIS not fair that they should, at such a time, 
be called upon to pass so large a vote for this 
service. He \V::tR not opposed to volunteering, 
hut he could not allow the vote to pC~ss without 
a decided protest. He would be sorry to utter " 
single sentence reflecting upon the volunteers as 
a body. He believed thC~t the great bulk of 
them were in earnest in whC~t they had uncler
tP:kel1, ~H!d nttended drill p,f'3 'Jften ns pu~Biblc; 

:M:r. J1ICK80X sC~icl he was of opnnon that 
the gentlemen who opposed that vote looked for 
results somewlmt too early, considering that the 
volunteers were only at a comparatively recent 
date placell upon a satisfactory footing. If there 
were not a la,rge and cmnpeteut staff at the present 
time the force woultl degenerate intoC~merembble, 
aml that would be a most undesirable result. 
He hell l that it \ms their duty to take the best 
steps possible to protect them~el ves against a 
precbtOl'y f01·ce. They were to " certC~in extent 
more open to atttwk than their sister colonier;, 
which could more cheaply and e>tsily defend their 
limitell number of ports. It was exceedingly 
desirable tlmt they should encourage as much as 
possible the disposition on the part oftheyoungmen 
of the colony to form themselves into a disciplined 
force for purpose> of defence. It did not come 
well from them to be continually decrying this 
spirit ; and he believed that if the emergency 
rLro:-;e their young rnen \Vonld be found tu pos:-:;e~s 
the pluck mHl spirit of their ancestors. While 
they attend ell to the social and industriC~l develop
ment of the colony, they must not forget to tC~ke 
effective rneasures to prevent thernselves fron1 
beiHg destlOilell of the wealth they were en
de.a vouring to Clccmnulate. If they had not the 
spirit to protect thenu~elves against aggression, it 
might reasonably be said that they were unworthy 
to enjoy the great privileges they possessed. He 
thought, therefore, that the vote in its present 
form should not he objectell to. If they were 
going to fonn a serni-rnilitary or yeon1anry body, 
it was only due to the members of that body that 
they should be provided with efficient instruction. 
\Vhile, therefore, the stC~ff in itself might appear 
rather large at the present time, it should not, 
in view of its educational chC~racter, be olJjected 
to. He would like to hear something from the 
Colonial SecretC~ry CIS to the htst line in the esti
nmte-provision for torpeclo experiments. \V ere 
any experiments nude !Cist year? If not, perhaps 
the Color>ial Secretary would indicate at whC~t 
period of the present year it WCIS proposer! to 
make them'? He would also ask-as it was a 
new line on the Estimates-for further informa
tion concerning the capitation allowance to 200 
cadets. 

'rhe COLONIAL SECRETARY sai<l no 
torpedo experiments were made lC~st year ; but it 
w::ts thought desirable to mC~ke further provision 
for the present year. The cadets were an ex
periment. The commandant was very anxious 
to form a corps of cC~rlets, and he did not ask a 
very large snin. If the corps were not forn1ecl, 
of course the money would not be spent. 

1\Ir. BEATTIE would repeat that he did not 
object to the Yolunteers generally; but he did 
object to the large amount of money expended 
upon officers. He would like to see a body of 
men orgC~nised C~ml corn petent to man he[LVY 
gnns for the defence of our northern ports. It 
WCIS C~bsurd to talk of a privateer C~ttacking Bris
bane from ~Ioreton Bay ; but there was nothing 
to prevent a smart vessel from shelling Towns
ville. Why shonld they not follow the exmnple 
of two of the sister colonies in the sonth, am! 
establish a nCIVCil brigade? There were a suffi
cient nulllber of men in the Customs am! pilot 
service' in their northern ports to form the nnclens 
of a naval brigade without any very great expense. 
Even iftheygavethen1-asin NewHouth Wa1es
£1tJer month, their services conld always be relied 
upon. Re harl no hesitC~tion in sC~ying thttt by a 
judicious expenditure of £2,000 or £3,000 they 
would be ahle to rrmn two or three guns in those 
seC~ port towns in the north which were likely to 
be C~ttacked. He was not aware until recently 
that the Government intended to construct a 
fort at Lytton. It would be of a!Jout as much 
1..H~e f:l:~ tbe f(~rt :tt. l)nn~hl)ny (.~t·rr:kl Tie r.wJld 
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not under,;tand how such a propo~;al could have 
emanated from a practical man like the Colonial 
8ecretary. The torperloes woulrl be of far greater 
Nervice in the locality in question ; anrl the 
Reformatory on the top of the hill would ~;tand a 
very bad chance if a privateer entered the Bris
bane Hoarls. It would be necessary to have an 
army to protect the Reformatory. 

Question put and passed. 

The COLONIAl~ SECRETAHY moved that 
±:3,000 be g-ranted in aiel of Schools of Art and 
1\Iining· Schools, the subsidy not to exceecl 10s. 
for every £1 subscribed, nor any grant to exceed 
£100. 

question put and passer!. 

The COLO="IAL SECRE'rA HY moved that 
£3,31.) he g-rantecl for Thursday Island Harhour 
of Refuge. Owing to a n1it5cn.lculatiun la~t year, 
the allowance for rations to the crew of the 
"Pearl" had been increased slightly, an cl there 
was an increase of £200 for stores and inci
dentals. 

i\Ir. DICKSOK asked on what ~;ervice the 
"Pearl" was at present engag'ed? 

The COLOKIAL 8ECRETARY said the re
ports from Mr. Chester and Captain Pennefather, 
which had been placed on the table, would show 
exactly how the " Pearl" had been engaged. 
8he was very seldom at >mchor; all her time 
\Vas occupied in cruh;ing about among the 
islands. She had done much good in keeping 
order arnong the natiYeH, and also in keeping 
the rnissionaries in order~by missionaries, he 
1neant the native missionaries. Captain Penne
fathel"s la8t report was dated " Thursday 
T:sland, 2nd June," in which an account v-tas 
given of his last cruise, including his visit to 
the Batavia Hiver, which had been discovered, 
but not explored, before. He was now ex
J •loring the harbour which was said to exist 
at Point Parker, of which he (Mr. Palmer) 
expected soon to receive a full report. ~:\Jthough 
the vessel cost n lot of money, she "11s well 
worth it. 

Mr. BEATTIE, referring to the· allowance 
in lieu of rations, snic1 that while the amount 
:cllowed to the captain, £150, was fair, that 
allowed to the men, 2s. a day, was much too 
small, where food was so expensive as at Thurs
clay Island. The same amount was allowed to 
the crew of the " Kate," at Brisbane, where 
foorl wa~; cheap. 

The COLOKIAI~ S:ECRETAHY said he did 
not believe rations were clear at Thursday Islnnd ; 
<1t all events, he had had no complaints. The 
captain of the "Pearl" and the police magistrate 
of the island had to entertain passing- visitors, as 
a matter of courtesy, and that entertainment 
\V::LB shown not long ago to the Governor of 
mwther colony. 

J\Ir. GIUJ!'FITH aske<l, with regard to Point 
P[Lrker, whether it was known that the harbour 
was accessible from the land side ; whether any 
steps lmrl been taken to inve8tigate what sort of 
roads there would be from the pastoml country in 
the interior? 

The COLONIAL 8:ECR:ETARY said he had 
110 report which he could say was strictly ac~u
rate. There were two reports from pohce 
officers who had been in the district. One [tssured 
him that there was a capital road taking the 
crown of a ridge nearly the whole way, while the 
other said it was a mass of jungle. As to the 
harbour, some said it contained splendid anchnr
ttge, mul others that it was open to both the 
north-ea,:-;1 arul Honth-\\·e~;t uwn~oonti, wa~ not 
W<~rtll '" peuny, ;mrl ,·e;;sels could not lie there. 
lie had ordered the "Pearl" to settle that <llle,-
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tion as far as possible. Captain Pennefather's 
account would throw a good deal more light on 
the subject. 

Mr. GRIFFITH asked whether any instruc
tions had been given with regard to exploring 
the road into the interior? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he 
had given no instructions for any land party 
to proceed. After Heeing whether there was 
a harbour it would be easy enough to explore 
the road. 

Question put and passed. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved that 
£8,050 be granted for Miscellaneous ServiceH. 
By mistake the item of £050 for German and 
Chinese interpreters had been omitted. Some 
of the interpreters on the list were utterly nse
le~;s ; their services were never required. At 
Beenleigh, the German interpreter resigned, and 
numbers of applications were sent in for the 
billet, which was worth £80 a-year. Before fill
ing up the appointment he inquired what the 
interpreter had done during the last two years, 
and found that he had been in court twice one 
year and not at all the next. Wherever inter
preters were needed they would be retained; 
but at places like Beenleigh, where they were 
of no use whatever, appointments would not 
be made, but an allowance would be made to 
cover the expenses of interpreters when they 
were wanted. 

"!VIr. DICKSO=" 8aid he noticed a much more 
serious omission, namely, the Admiralty survey 
of the cmLst. That was a grievous omission in 
the interests of the colony. In 1878-9 that sur
vey cost £ri,330. That large increase on the 
previon~ year \VaH owing to the fact that a 
steamer was employed, whilst the work which 
a cutter formerly did in three years was accom
plished in one. 

The COLOXIAL SECHETARY said the 
hon. gentlmnan \Vas di8cussing a vote w hi eh had 
never appeared on his :Estimates. The proper 
time for any discus~;ion on the subject would be 
when the Colonial Treasurer's Estimates came 
on. 

:Yir. DOUGLA.S sai<l that according to the 
Auditor-General's report for last year it was on 
the Colonial Secretary's Estimates. 

The COLONIAL SECRE'rARY said the 
Auditm-General was incorrect. It had never 
been on the Colonial Secretary's Estimates. 

:Mr. BI~ATTIJ<; called attention to the omis
sion of the vote for the Acclimatisation Society. 
He hoped the Government would see their way 
to replace it on the l'~stimates, as the society was 
de,erving of every consideration. He felt per
sonally interested in the subject, because the 
Garrlens of the society were the principal re
creation ground of l<'ortitude Valley. It would 
give great satisfaction to many people to see the 
vote restored. 

The COLOKIAL SECHETAH.Y said it was 
a mistake. The money for the Acclimatisation 
Society was not on the Estimates-in-Chief last 
year, but was put on the Supplementary Esti
mates, and he presumed that it had got out of 
the :Estirrmtes this year in that way. 

1\Ir. MoLEA::'\ ,;aid he had no desire whateYer 
tlmt the Government shoulcl reinstate the Ger
man interpreter at Beenleigh; hut he had been 
informecl that the services of a German inter
preter were very much required at Brisbane, as 
last year there were fifty or sixty cases where an 
interpreter was necessary. It was more in the 
interests of nrisbane, Ipswich, [tnd Toowoomba, 
'vhere UernuMl interpreters were very often re'~" 
<1uired, Umi he h<Ld referred to the matter. 
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Mr. DICKBO:N said the Colonial Becretary 
was labouring under a mistake when he said the 
Auditor-G-eneral was wrong in spemking of the 
vote for an Admiralty survey as being under the 
Colonial Secretary, as he found that in the details 
of expenditure by the Auditor-General for 1878-
79 this expenditure was very properly pnt under 
the head of the Colonial Secretary's Department. 
However, as the Government had last year 
altered the form of the Estimates and placet! the 
vote for the Admirality survey under the Colo
nial Treasurer's Estimates, he (Mr. Dickson) 
would reserve any discussion on the subject 
until the Committee came to the Treasurer's 
Department. He would direct the hon. Colon iD,] 
Secretary's attention to an item of £1,200 odd in 
the Auditor-General's Report for quarantining a 
French ship, and would ask the hon. gentleman 
how much the Government had recovered of 
that sum'? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said that not 
a rap had been recovered, although he had fought 
very hard to get something. He could assure the 
Committee that it would be a very long time 
before he placed another French ship in <JtULran
tine in a Queensland port ; he would let the next 
go to New Caledonia at her own expense. 

Mr. GRIFFITH wished for some information 
with regard to the interpreters, as he had heard 
before the Estimates were laid on the table that 
the German interpreters had been dismissed. 

'rhe COLONIAL SEC RE TAR Y saicl that 
th<Lt. was very likely the case, as the Under 
~ecretary hac! misumlerstood his iustrnctions, 
and had sent notices of dismissal to the interpre
ters; but as soon as the matter came to his 
knowledge the order was conntermandecl. An 
;tpplication had since been made by the Ipswich 
bench to lmve the services of an interpreter, 
<tnd it \vas granted. 

J\lr. BEA'l'TIE said that he had been on the 
hench many times in Brisbane when the services 
<.>f the German interpreter ha<! been fonmlmost 
convenient. That gentlemnn had filled the office 
of interpreter for many years, and he (Mr. 
Beattie) did not know whether he had been dis
missed. He understood from the Colonial Secre
tary that notices of dismisstols had gone from his 
office by mistake, and therefore he presnmecl 
that the interpreter he referred to had received 
ton official letter informing him that the notice 
of dismissal had been withclrawn, anrl tlutt 
the hon. Colonio,l Secretary was mHler that 
impression also. 
. :Mr. DOUGLAS said he noticed thnt there 

was a sum of £400 put down for the erection of 
pounds, but on reading the report of the In
spector of Brands he saw that that gentleman 
stated that pounds were very little lmed since the 
Brands Act had been passed-that was one of 
the results of the Act. He would also mention in 
connection with this matter that the Inspector of 
Brands recommended the publication of returns 
of stock in the colony used for meat preserving, 
and he (Mr. Douglas) should like to know 
whether that was to be carried out. At any rate, 
it appeared that pounds were falling into dis
repute in consequence of the working of the 
Brands Act. 

The COLONIAL SECRETAHY said he clid 
not recollect the remarks of the Inspector for 
Brands, but if he said that the necessity for 
pounds was decreasing he wa:-; wrong, aR he (11r. 
Palmer) had lately received a great many appli
cations for pounds-in fact, four within the lnst 
few weeks. 

}[r. <.+JUF'l<'l'l'H tl.sked whether it was in
tended to retain the service'' of the Ger1wtn inter
preter tot llrisbtmc ur nut? 

The COLUJ'\L\.L SECltETAitY said if it 
was shown to be necessary-ceJ-tainly. 

Mr. G lUF.FITH saitl there had been one for 
t;Oll1e years, and his ~ervices were found ueee:-;~ 
sary. 

Mr. BJ,;ATTIE said that the officer in ques
tion had lJeen a great many times both to the 
police a!Hl district court in Brisbane, <t!Hl it 
would he judicious on the part of the Government 
to retain hh; :-;ervices. 

-:\Ir. FHASER said that timing the last 
fortnight he had been on the bench when the 
.:;erYiceH of a t~ ern1an interpreter were re
quired. 

Mr. DO'UGLAS noticed that no provision \\as 
made for expenditure at exhibitions. He pre
sumed that they might expect n great outlay in 
connection "·ith the }lelbourne Exhibition~· 
perhaps some thousands of poumls-~mHl tlutt the 
auwunt would H.}Jpear on a snppletnentary esti~ 
n1ate? 

The COLOXU.L SECltETAHY: Yes. 

.Mr. DO'CG·LAS said there was twother item 
which nsed to appear under the head of "Mis
cellane(ms Service:-; ''~na1nely, '' adverti:-dug. '' 
After the report of the committee on the sub
ject, of which :Mr. Ivory wa8 chairnutn, it was 
armnged that each dermrtment should pay for 
its own ad\'erLisements, but he die! not see 
nny sum for tlmt pnrpose put down on the 
Colonial Secretc.try's I~~thnates. However, wh~tt 
he wantecl to a:-:;k was, ,~,~hat the hnn. ColoniaJ 
Secretary expected the e-xpenditnn' in con-
nection with the i\Iell"nn·nc Ex!til>itimt m•nld 
he? 

The COLO::\"TAL SECHWI'"\HY "aid Lhal. 
after hi:-~ experience of the Sydney· "Exbibitioll 
he '"ras not umtl enongh to 1nention a.ny smn. 
He w'" sorry to say that the colony had a very 
lmd court at :\Ielbourne; he had <lone the best 
he cou!tl, but he rmd no idm1. wlw,t it w<>nhl eust; 
the thing would, however, be done as cheaply as 
possible. 

:Ylr. GHIFJ•ciTH said that £1,000 \nks put 
clown for allowances to clerk" of petty sessions 
under the Electoral Holls Act of 187\l, aml he 
should like to know how that was to he divitlerl ; 
there were not not more than twenty clerks 
altogether? 

'l'he COLONIAL SECRETARY sai.J that 
the Act provided that the remuneration should 
be in the proportion of one-tenth. 

Mr. DOUG·LAB said the hon. gentlenmn 
made use of a curious expression-that he was 
uot "1nad ~' enough to fol'ln an esthnate of the 
probable expenditure in conn~ction with the 
Melbourne I,;xhibition. How was th<Lt? 

The COLOXIAL SJWRJ<~TARY: Simply 
because I am not mad enough to do so. 

lVIr. DOUGLAS thought the hem. gentleman 
meant by that that he could not control the ex
penditure of his officers. 

The COLONIAL SECHETAUY sairl he 
wished he had controlled the expenditure of the 
late ]hhibition a little more. He woul<l try to 
control this, hut still he was not prepare<[ to say 
what it would cost. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said the la~;t Exhibition clirl 
not cost more than £10,000, and the colony car
ried off the blne ribbon of the Exhibition. Did 
the hon. gentlenmn rtnticirmte Hpending 1nore 
than that? 

Mr. GJUFFITH was nry g-lad to obserYe :L 

retnnl t() the old vractice of ~l.~~i:-:ting- agricllltltral 
awl horticultnr;t,l :-:ocietie:-:, lmt it wa.,-; <L ver.Y eon
bidcrablc chan;;c of front on the parL of Lhe c; u\ • 
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<'rnment; and he thought the Committee might 
lmve been f,wnured with an explanation why the 
( :ovel'lnnent had changed their ntinds HO materi
:1l1y since last year, when they would not listen 
to any reawn or argument on the ,;ubject. 

The COLOXIAL SECHETAEY said there 
was no ,;um put on the Estimates for that purpose 
last yem· ; but, in consequence of a resolution of 
the House, the item was put on the Supple
llleJltttry ]~:-;thna,teH. 

:\lr. <i!UFFI'fH said the sum should appear 
on the list of appropriations for last year if it 
\ 1.rttr; voted, so as to enalJle lneiubers to cmnpare 
it with the Estimate,; for this year. It was 
simply misleading. 

The PH:EJ\fTJ~lt ;.mid there waH uo lniscoucep
tinn. There \Vas nothing on the l~stiluate8 la:-;t 
year for thiB purpose; hut areHolution was carried, 
ou the motion of }Ir. Groom, that so much be 
grnuted, and that would appear on the Supple
mentary :Estimates when they came before the 
House. 

<.{uestion put and l"'"setl. 
( >n the motion of the PEEMLEH, the Chair

umn left the chair, reported progre", and 
obtai11ed leave to 13it again on 1\1ontlay next. 

,\_D.TOuRC\rl\IKX'l'. 

In 'mswer to Mr. Griffith, the l'ltK:\[l KR 
stated that the J•:stinmtes would he proceeded 
witl1 on "1\J onday. 

The flo11He :t<ljol!l'!Je<l at fil·e lllinntes pnst 10 
o'chlck lllltil the ll::)ttaJ hour 011 J.londaynext. 




