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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Jliond"y, 13 SeptemiJcr, 1880. 

Supply. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

SUPPLY. 
On the motion of the PREMIER (::\Ir. 

Mcllwraith), the Speaker left the chair, and 
the House went into Committee of Supply. 

Question-That £5,480 be granted for immi
gration-put. 

The HoN. J. DOUGLAS said the number of 
immigrants despatched from the United King
dom during 1879 amounted to about 1,800 souk 
Might he ask the Colonial Secretary upon what 
scale the policy of the Government for the pre
sent year was based ? 

The COLONIAL SECHETAR Y (1\lr. Palm er) 
said the instructions to the Agent-General were 
to send out eight ships during the eight months 
of the year in which immigrants could be im
ported-in which they could be sent so as not to 
arrive in the sun1mer rnonths. The in1n1igrants 
were not to be sent in greater numbers than 275 
statute adults per ship, and these instructions 
had been carried out, he believed. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said he would like to know 
whether it was contemplated to renew immigra
tion from Hamburg, including not only Germans, 
but people from Norway, Sweden, and Denmark, 
the inhabitants of which countries proved very 
valuable colonists, whose good qualities had 
already been experienced in Queensland. ·what
ever immigration they had, they ought to secure 

a proportion from the people of Scandinavia 
and Germany. They had proved most in
dustriow<, useful colonists, ,me! never left the 
colony. He hopetl some efforts would be made 
to s~cure a proportion of that clas:-:; of irnnligra
tion. He said this because he knew that, though 
the Prenlier had expressed an opinion in favour 
of G-en11an innnigration, the hon. rnen1ber for 
1\[itchell, whose influence with the Government 
\Vttt; great, was :::;o utterly oppo:-:;ed to the in~ 
trocl)Jction of Oermans that he (::\lr. Douglas) 
waR afraid the Uovernu1ent might lJe influenced 
against a revival of that c1af:m of iinmigration. 
fle trusted the Government would act with in
dependence in this respect, and provide the 
colony with these Irh>st Yaluable innnigrants. 
Only the other day he olJHerved that even in the 
northern parts the n1eritH of Scandinavians were 
recognised. A cmTespmHlent from lYiackay in
stanced the fact that Sc:tnrlinavian immigrants, 
introduced 1·ia Hockhampton, had been fmmd 
able and willing to work along·side kanakas in 
the canefieltlo, and lm<l proved themselves the 
better men. If this was the case-if they could 
find tlHtt Smmdinavians were willing to under
take thi,; labour in a semi-tropical country
surely it \Vould be better for the colony to avail 
itself of it than tru,t to a temporary supply in 
the s!Htpe of South Sea Islanders. 

The COLO::\IAL SECJlETARY thought the 
hon. gentleman might have S)H>ken without 
intruding the name of the member for ::\Ht
chell in the wav that he hat! done. It was 
quite uncalled for·. \Vhatever influence the hon. 
member for Mitchell might have with the Gov
ernnient had never been exerci8ed in any one 
way for any purpose, and certainly never with 
reference to immigration. He hoped the hon. 
gentleman would be satisfietl with tlutt statement, 
and not, as u~ual, impute motives which had no 
grounds. He \Vas not going to enter into an 
argu1nent as to \Vhether Scandinavians \vere 
preferable to our own countrymen ; but the gen
eral feeling of the Government was, that so long 
as plenty of their own countrymen could be 
imported it was not right that they should go 
outside the United Kingdom. His experience 
of Scandinavi>tns lmclnot been very favourable. 
It cost him a good deal of money to get twelve up 
to his ,;tation; eleven bolted within a week, and 
the twelfth he had the pleasure of keeping for eigh
teen months as a cripple, who never did a day's 
work. They might be very good men notwith
standing, but they wet·e cert>tinly not suited to 
bush work. With the limited immigration now 
going on, which would be adequate for all the 
purposes of the labour market, he did not think 
that the Government, so long as their own 
countrymen coulrl he got to come, would be much 
inclined to introduce foreigners. lf the labour 
market demanded a large accession of people the 
matter 'muld l1e taken into consideration. 

:Yir. DOUGLAS said he merely refened to 
the fact that the member for Mitchell did exer
cise a considerable amount of influence with the 
Governn1ent, who, of course, n1ust to a certain 
extent be susceptible to the influence brought 
to bear by their followers. Knowing as he 
did the strong antipathy that the hon. mem
ber had to all Ger1nan innnigration-knowing 
his hostility to any immigration of this kind, 
it was only natural that he should refer to the 
fact. Of course, he did not assume that the 
hon. member exerci,;ed anything like a para
mount influence over affairs, but his influ
ence was much too great, he (J\Ir. Douglas) 
regretted to say, and it was in consequence 
of that he felt necessary to refer to th~ fact. 
His experience of Scandinavians was very dif
ferent from the Colonial Secretary's, and he was 
afraid the hon. gentleman had been unfortu. 
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nate in his selection. He did not think that the 
experience of most hon. members who hac! harl 
the opportunity of seeing what Smmclinavians 
were capable of agreed with the hem. gentle
man's. He knew that the member for Black
all entertained a hig-h opinion of that race; 
it was natural that he should. The hem. mem
ber was instrun1ental at one tin1e in :-;ecuring a 
considerable number of such immigTant~. He abo 
knew that the member for Leichhardt was an en
thusiastic supporter of this class of irnlnigra
tion : the hon. member knew that they were 
not to be outdone in the qualities which 
went to make goocl colonists, and he hopell 
that in regard to this question the hrm. member 
would exercise his influence with the Govern
ment in a legitin1ate ·way. He did not rnean to 
say that he should bring unnecessary pressure to 
bear upon the Government, as the rne1t1ber for 
J\Iitchell might occasionally do, but he trusted 
that he would point out to the Government that 
it was necessary to introduce a portion of these 
people. 

The MINISTER FOR WOHKS (:\Tr. Mac
rossan) thought the hon. gentleman might leave 
the member for Mitchell alone. The hou. 
member was never ashamed to express his 
opinion, and his expreHsion of opinion regarding 
German immigration was quite different from 
that represented by the member for lHary
borough. He (lVIr. ~Iacrossan) had never hem·<l 
the member for niitchell say that he was opposed 
to Germans, but he had said that he was opposed 
to the Govemment bringing out Germans at the 
expense of the country so long as their own 
countrymen could be got to come; aml probably 
11 good deal of what the hon. member had ,;aid 
upon the question had been caused by the 
extravagant idea~ posseHetl by the nw1nber 
for J\faryborough, who thought Germttns the 
greatest people on the face of the earth, and 
that his own countrymen were not equal to 
them. It would be far better fm the member 
for JYiaryborough to leave the member for 
::\titchell alone, especblly \\·hen he was not 
present. 'iVhen he was present he was r[1lite 
able to protect himself, and if he were in his 
place the member for lVlaryborough would 
not be so ready to impute ideas to him \vhich he 
did not maintain. 

Mr. DOL:GLAS said if the hrm. member for 
the Mitchell were present he 'shoulcl take gre,tt 
pleasure in referring to the ~mbject, knowin~, 
that the hem. member was interested in it. He 
must correct the ::Ylinister for \Vorks \Yith re
gard to the sentiments of the hon. member, be
cause he knew thoi'ie sentin1ents ::;o well, ha,v
ing had occasion to Yinclicate the charftcter 
of those people who had been maligned by the 
hrm. member. \Vhat the hon. member actually 
~',:tiel was, th<-tt ,·ve ought not to hav0 recourse to 
Germany until the J3ritish Isles were exhausted; 
but he mu.,t have known that the task of drain
ing the United Kingdom of all immigrants re
quired by the colony who were willing to come 
would be a very heavy one indeed. He (:i\lr. 
Douglas) did not in the slightest degree rlis
parage immigrants from the L:nited King·dom; 
there was generally a cert,tin proportion of those 
coming to the colony no\v who \Vere n1ore or lesK 
undesirable, but th>et would probably be the case 
with any kind of immigration. :Experience lutd 
shown that the Gerrnn,n innnigrant ""as adn1irably 
adapted for settlement on the soil, '' ')uality in 
which they bore favourable comparison with the 
immigrants from the home country. A great mnn
ber of the people of the L:nited Kingdom were 
a.rtizans or engagerl in n1annfacture, a,n(l only a, 

:-;n1all proportion in con1pari:-nn \Yith other coun
tries was engaged in the cultivation of the soil. 
If, therefore, it were possible to get a superior class 
of men, suitable for the purpose for which they 

were required in this colony, from a country 
where there were a large number of peasant 
proprietor;; who were willing to sell off their 
property and seek this country for the greater 
advantages it offered to them, that was a mani
fest re<1son for obtnining ilnnligrn .. nts fl'orn a 
people who, though they did not speak the same 
language, sprang fn)lll the same race as the 
inhabitants of the British Isles. 

Mr. O'SULLTVAN s:cid he had been trying 
to divine the object ofthe hon. member in opening 
up this question. If the hon. member had none 
the m:1tter was beneath him, and he shonlrl have 
left it to the hem. member for Northern Downs, 
who was a better electioneer than the hrm. mem
ber for JV1aryborongh. The hon. member had 
put into the mouth of the hon. member for the 
l\Iitchell words with reference to immigration 
which the hon. member never used, when he 
attribntecl the term " deadly hate " to the hon. 
member. The hon. member for J\Iaryborough 
knew that the hon. member for Mitchell often 
said things which he did not mean at all, just to 
carry on the debate, or something of that sOTt. 
There was no greater friend to the Germans in 
the colony than the hon. member, and he was 
hardly ever without a German in his employment. 

The COLOKIAL SECHETAHY: Hiscoach
lnrnl is a Ger1nan. 

:'\Ir. O'SULLIVAK sttid he did not see any 
reason for 1naking mtpital out of this n1atter as 
there '\Yere nu elections in1pending. An irun1ense 
amount of capital had been made at tlw lrcst elec· 
tions out of a fe,v careless expressions rnacle use 
of l1y the hon. member, to which meanings were 
attached which he never intended. H:1d it not 
been for the presence of a few cclfJCated an cl sen
sible men those reports might have militated 
very seriously against the hon. member for J\Iit
chell. \Vhatever the hon. member might have 
talked, the expression had not the slightest mean
in:;·, and he never intended that such a construc
tion should be put upon it. Nobody ever denied 
that the Germans were as fine colonists a•; could 
come into the colony. For a new country they 
were the very class required, and in hi,.; neigh
bourhood they lmd settled and by hard industry 
becon1e very sncces~fnl. A_t the same ti1ne) there 
was a great de>tl in wlmt the Colonittl Secretary 
h:1d said about thi,; kind of imrnigTation, though 
he did not see the nec,?ssity for opening up the 
<p!Bstion at the pree;ent time. 

::\fr. J<'EEZ said a' he had been referred to it 
wao only right tlmt he should make a few re
marb. \Vhile thoroughly agreeing with the 
Colonial Secretary, that it was the duty of an 
]~nglish colony, ::tL-hninistered by l~ngli~h laws, 
to consider first the well-being of the people who 
spoke the English language, he could not en
dor·se the opinion of the Colonial Secretary that 
an n,dvantage would be gained by not inviting 
Getn1an and Scandinn.vian in1n1igration. His 
experience of such hn1nigration, extending over 
a long time, had caused him to form a contrary 
opinion, and he could look around with pride, 
and point out as prosperous and successful men 
many who had emigrated from Germany. The 
EngliHh in1n1igrant~, on their arrival at. l{ock~ 
hampton, found out, after the Queensland Gov· 
ernment harl brought them out at a great 
expense, that for £2 10s. or £3 they could go on 
to Sydney, and they left, sometimes as many 
as fourteen or fifteen going in one week after the 
arrival of the inlnTigration vessel. The G-errnan 
or Scandinavian innnigrantR, on the other hand, 
very rarely shifted from the country in which they 
landed. \Vhen they landed in New York they at 
once started off into the interior, and in conse
quence of their thrifty habits soon became success
ful. That was a consideration which should have 
considerable weig-ht in judging the relative merits 
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of the two kinds of labour. He had no intention 
of uRing inflnen<:t-1 in the wny ~ugge~ted by the 
hon. member for J\IarylJOrough, but he would 
sulnnit to the Colonial Secmtary, in a fair and 
reasmmble manner, that the introrluction of that 
kinrl of labour would be most de<:idedly to the 
ad,·antage of the colony. Only htst week he had 
visited, with another hon. member, an estaLlish· 
ment within a few miles of Brisbane, where 
ahout thirty Germans were employed at 18s. 
n.-\veek and no ration::-;, which wa;.; considered 
equal to 14s. for wage.s with rations. They 
worked for ten honr.-; Et-day, a.nd had been giving 
great satisfaction for HOUle yea.rs. VVhen aBkecl 
how they lived, they "tid they had constant 
employment, nice humpies, a piece of land to 
keep rt cow 011 and grow pot.:1toe8, and that they 
\Vere very con1fortahle. Con .... idering the \vay in 
which the German immigrant stuck to the spot 
where he first settlecl, and Ly lutrcl work over
came all difticultim;, he thought that was a kind 
of la,lJour \Yhich ~honld he encouraged. 

Mr. ::VfoLEAX said that it should he borne in 
Inind that the Gennnn in1n1igrants, differing 
from those of the united Kingdom, in variably 
stopped in the colony. In the Logan district 
the Rugar industry ''" ::tf.l to a large extent passing 
into the hands of the German settlers, who were 
very succec;sful on small farms of from 20 to 
50 ttcre~ each. They were gradually leaving off 
the cultivation of corn and similar crops in order 
to grow sugar; and he wa8 sure if the cultivation 
of sugar wrts to he a permanent industry in 
Southern Queensland it must be cctrried on 
almost entirely by German colonists. Even in 
eaGeR where sugar cultivation had been car
ried on by the aid of lmnaka labour the large 
employer had been forced to give it up, and the 
land was paSRing into the hands of the German 
Het tiers. The proprietors of one large plantation 
on the Logan, he h,1r1 been told, had determined 
to lease the land in small lots, and employ their 
eapital in 1nanufactnring sugar. That district, 
aR well aR the colony geum·ally, wonld be grPatly 
benefited hv the settlement of Germans on the 
lanrl, ancl 'he hoped that assistance would be 
given in bringing out RO det-lirahle a clasH of 
coloniRts. 

J\Ir. l\10REHEAD said he had no doubt the 
hem. member for J\Iaryborough had some in
sicliou"") design in Inaking the remarks he had 
made this afternoon. vVith regard to the asser
tion tlmt it was possilJ!e he might have used his 
influence iu stopping G·ennan im1nigration, he 
would tell the hon. member that as a matter of 
fact he had never spoken to any member of the 
Govemment on the subject tLt any time. He 
would repeat what he had a1ways said-namely, 
that there was no neecl to go a-field until the 
British Islands were exhausted. 

::Vfr. DOUGLAS: I said so. 

Mr. l\IOI:CEHEAD said he still held the 
opinion that the colony should import its ·own 
people before going to any nlien race. If that 
was considered to indicate ho.%ility he was sorry 
that those who came to such a conclusion had 
not the intelligence nece;.;sary to construe the 
n1e~tning of worclR. 

l\lr. DOUGLAS H<1id, in referring to the in
fluence of the hon. member, he had no wish to 
exaggerate. The hon. n1e1nbcr did not correctly 
estimrtte his influence with the Government, 
which he (:\lr. J)oug!as) knew wt~s very consider
able. ln conse(juence of the hon. member's 
known hostility to this race, he had felt it 
necessary to deprecate the influence which he 
knew the hon. member was likc.ly to exercise. 
lie wac.: exPeedingly glad to hear t'lw hon. lnetn
her for Stanley apologising for the hon. n1en1ber'H 
nse of words, and stating that ,,~hen the hon. In ern~ 
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ber made use of words he did not intend to do so. 
That \1 as a very consolatory consideration, for at 
times the hon. m em her was so gross, so decided, 
so unparliamentary in his expressions, that it was 
satisfactory to learn that the hon. member clid 
not understand the meanings usually attached 
to words. He was more particularly pleased to 
hear this because, in illustrating the character 
of the Germans, the hon. member used some 
re1narkably strong terms- such as " culls," 
" socialists," "c01nmunists "-as though the 
German immigrants were the outcasts of Euro
pean society, upon which, of course, the hon. 
member was well informed. Knowing that the 
hon. memLer entertained those strong opinions, 
he (Mr. Douglas) felt it to be his duty to warn the 
members of the Government of the influence to 
which they might be subjected by the hem. mem
ber. He said this seriously, because he knew tlw 
value of those colonists. Only the other day the 
House had been told hv the hon. memher for 
}'assiferu that in the clistrict where the hon. 
member was desirous that a railway should lw 
made there were half-a-million acres ot un
alienated land, a larg-e proportion of which was 
rich scrub soil, only requiring to be settled upon 
by an industrious population to yield smiling 
harvests. Knowing of the existence of such 
districts near at hand, and knowing the abilit~· 
of this race of people to turn such land, 
to the very best aclvantage, it appeared to be 
the paramount duty of those really interestecl 
in the welfare of the country to bring such facts 
under the notice of the Government. "\Vhat 
were they to depend upon in the future for the 
authorising of fresh loans and the prosperity of 
the colony if they did not introduce into the 
country a class of people who by their industry 
would turn the land to the best account? Unless 
snch a course were taken, the hon. gentlen1an at 
the head of the G<wernment might say ''good-bye" 
to that golden period when every year that came 
round would bring with it its allotted portion 
of loan. Surely these subjects demandecl the 
attention not only of the Colonial Secretary, hut 
also of the Minister for Lands. That hon. gen
tlenmn was now in the position to carry almost 
anything he willecl to carry ; there was nothing 
to prevent him, if he saw fit, from applying a 
new system altogether to the unalienated Crown 
lands. Snrely these millions of acres of fertile 
land which were said to he in the vicinity of 
Brisbane might be made available for purposes of 
settlement. Could not ·some system of special 
settlement be applied, so that if the settler was 
not attracted natumlly some phtn might bP 
adopted, as in Canada or America, to prepare 
the way for him? 'Why, also, should not the 
lands to the westward-that grand country de
scribed by the Premier as being so suitable for 
close settlement--

The CHAIRMAN said he was sorry to inter
rupt, but the hon. member was wandering very 
far from the subject of immigration to that of 
settlement in the west. 

Mr. MOHEHEAD submitted that the two 
subjects were closely connected with one another. 

Mr. DOl:JGLAS said he would repeat what he 
had before stated, that settlement without immi
gration could not go on. In the present position 
of affairs, if any consiclerable number of immi
grants v.rere introduced \vork must be found for 
them, either on the railways or by settlement on 
the land. Settlement on the land had been th0 
great attraction in A1nerica, and surely ~olne
thing in the same direction might he done here. 
As the hon. member for Leichhardt staterl, the 
G-er1uan in1migrant ~ts soon as he landed at N e"T 
York prepared to start for the west, assured 
that he would there find a location, and, having 
found it, would be on the high road to fortune. 
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'Why should not the same be done here? The 
hon. member had expatiated on the merit" of 
theHe people, and had stated that he would bring
influence to bear in reference to this question. 
vVhat was asked was not unreasonable. [f the 
great advantages pointed out by the hon. mem
ber were re"lised, the colony would he on the 
road to prosperity and advance, which at the 
present time looked more distant than it did at 
one time previously. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said the hon. member 
in his remarks had assumed a great deal
as, for instance, that he (Mr. Morehead) hat! a 
"deadly hatred" and a "known hostility" 
against the Germans. He had neither the one 
nor the other. As he ha<l before stated, the 
only man in his private employ was a German, 
who had been three years in his service. He 
never aRked a 1nan who can1e r-:.eeldng for em
ployment about his nationality or religion, but 
took him on his merits. \Yhat he said with 
reference to innnigration was, that we nnght to 
have our (Y\"~.rn people firRt, whatever race n1ight 
come afterward.s. The hon. member sn,id he 
(1\Ir. l'.1orehead) used the terms "culls," 
"socialh;ts," and "com1nunists." Those were 
all wortls he made use of, and he should like 
the hon. member to consider them with the 
context. ·with regard to the first term he (Mr. 
::V[orehead) said that in consequence of the 
oppressive 1nilitary syt>ten1 in force in Gennany, 
it was exceedingly likely that only the culh of 
the empire would find their way out here, 
becn..use the German Governn1ent 'vas very 
chary al1out allowing any of the population 
who where capable of bearing arrns to emigrate. 
'With regard to their being socialists ami commu
nists, he wa.s not sure, if he \vere a Gerrnan, 
whether he too would not be a socialist or a com
munist. If he were living in such an over
military-burdened state as Germany was, his 
feeling- would be to become either a socialist or a 
communist. He had on several occasions rearl 
extracts which bore out the statement that a 
large number of socialists had gone to America, 
and he had pointed out that the same class might 
come here; but whether their doing so woultl 
result in evil to the State was n matter which he 
had not fully discussed. In his usual high
falutin' style the hrm. member (:\-Ir. Douglas) 
made particular reference to the :\linister for 
Lands, and saitl thnt had German immig-ration 
been continued large quantities of land in the 
Logau diRtrict \\Tonld, as• Douglas tT errold pnt it, 
when "tickletl with the hoe, have smiled a 
harvest." The hon. member himself had been 
the means of locking up some of the finest lands 
in the colony. l~ncler the Hailway He"'erves 
Act hundreds of thousands of acres were locked 
up which might well have been cultivated by 
im1nigrants ·who came to the colony ; yet, in face 
of thn,t fact, the hon. member hat! the harclilworr 
to get up and <;ay that the present ::V[inistry 
harl not done their duty in not fostering im
migration. He rather held with the idea of 
setting apart special areas for settlen1ent. 
The hon. member (1\-Ir. Douglas), with that 
object in view, entered into negotintions with 
Bishop Bug-nion to bring out a lot of N!ennonites 
to the colony. \Vhere were those wonderful 
people \Vho were going to develop n, large por
tion of the seaboanl of the colonY ? \\'hat had 
becorr1e of the h(m. gentlen1an's- pet ~chente '? 
The hon. gentleman was silent about his tm-n 
failures, but he was ahvayH glad and ready to 
point out the possible fn,ilures of other people. 
He did not know that it was too bte now to set 
apart specia,l areaR for agTicnltnral purposes, 
which would he of benefit to the State heren,fter. 
He had always held the opinion that there 
should be thiil special settlement, but the hon. 
member (1\[r. Doug-las) harl clone nothing· towm·<ls 

it beyond toying with the Mennonites. All the 
hon. member had done was to lock up hundreds 
of thonsamls of acres of land which might have 
been employed for agricultural purposes, but 
which was now devoted to the rearing of that 
most obnoxious animal-the sheep. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said if the House were to 
impliciteclly believe the hon. member for :Mit
chell, they must come to the conclusion that the 
land to which the hon. member referred was the 
only fertile land in the country. The Govern
ment had satisfactorily disposetl of n few lmn
dreds of thonsantls of acres, for which they got a 
rattling good price. \Vith such a small popnb
tion they must have ln,rge estates, bnt when 
population increased they would have to bur,,t 
up the lot of them. In the meantime it wn,s fnr 
l1etter that the land should be comprised in 
large eRtateH, if the G-nvernrnent got a good pricP 
for it ancl lmtl the nHe of the money tlerivetl 
from it for the purpose of opening up the 
country. vVith reference to the special character 
of immigration to which he had referred, he wa,; 
sorry that the hrm. member for l\Iitchell harl not 
had experience as a meml1er of the Government. 
If the hrm. member had been a member of " 
Government he would have found out that it "·a,; 
impossible to be 1\o. 1 entirely-that when five 
or six gent]ernen "rere united for the purpoRP of 
carrying on Governrnent, they tlid not gh·t~ 
their whole authority or power· to one ruan. 
If one rnember coulll fornr a corporation sol us, 
or a Governrnent solus, he rnight po~-;:-;i1)ly 
conceive that he could carry out rnccny benevo
lent purposes which wou!tl be much better suited 
to the conntry than projects the result of the 
cmn binerl wisdmn of fh·e or six nrernlJers of a, 

Govcrnrnent. Governnrent \Vas the result of 
a compromise. He happened to have his little 
special follies in connection with the poc,,ibility 
of carrying· out special settlement, hut, unfortn
nately, they were heingcheckedby a counter-peJ·
varling influence. These counter influenceR ap]Jer
tained to any forrn of gove1'11n1ent, as the hon. 
member for ::\Iitchell woul<l n,scertain, if at any 
future tirne he beca.n1e a nternlJer of a Uovel'll
ment. The accnsation that he had failed in tlw 
negotintions with Bishop Bugni?n waH hardly 
fair. Although he (:Mr. DougbsJ opened nego
tia.tions with Bir:;hop Bngnion, it was reserve1l to 
the present GoYernrnent-or 1·ather to an ilnpor
tant and influential member of the present ( :ov
ernment-to carry them out. The PoHtmaster
Genera,l ha<l f·mcceeclPLl in concluding the negotia
tion><, lmt it \\'as through the failnre of thP 
Bi.shop himself that they were not cal'l'ied int" 
effect. If there wa" anT fault in his (:\lr. 
Dongln.s's) action w-ith reg~'r(l to the intro(lnctinn 
of 1\Iennonites, they c<ertainly hat! heen elltlorsecl 
by the present Government. He ditlnot think 
it wa.s wrong to enter into the negotjations ; the 
colony might have derived considemhle advan
tage frmn the introduction of J\lennoniteK. 1-le 
had no objection to people from any count1·y of 
}1~urope con1ing here if they "·onlrl Nettle 011 t1w 
soil. Unfortunate!~·, their own people hat! not 
that de><ire-which was ,;uch an essential feature 
of colonisn,tion-to settle on the soil; at any rate, 
they hat! not the same desire to tlo so as people 
from other countrie>< of Jo:nrnpe hat!, and for 
that reason they woul<l be perfect])' justified in 
looking to other countries for the occupation of 
their territpry-nwre e"peciall>· the northe1·n 
portions of 1t. He hoped the hnn. member fur 
Leichhn,rdt would imlnce the Government, when 
they "a\1· '" fitting opportnnit,,, to revive that 
InnP.t excellent fonn of i1n1uigration-the hnini
gration of ( -iermank. They conltl do so, a.1Hl the 
:Minister for LanrlH would be an essential factor 
in the revival of it. If they were to have immi
gration it won! cl depend chiefly on the advantag-e_, 
and the inducementH which could be held out to 
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people to settle on the soil. If they could once 
establish a system by which people with money 
would be encoura>~:ed to come and settle on the 
soil, they would ccommence a new era in the 
prosperity and advancement of the country; but 
they would not do so till then. He thought he 
was perfectly justified in calling the attention of 
the Minister of Lands specially to the subject. 
Jf pt·eparations were not made for immigrants to 
settle on the soil, unquestionably a large propor
tion of those from the United Kingdom would 
go to other colonies. Having- said .so much on 
that point, he thought he might appeal to the 
Premier aml ask what ha<l been done towards 
the reorganisation of the Agent-General's office 
in London-as he understood that was one of 
the objects of the hon. gentleman's visit to 
:England. He understood that some new regu
lations had been made, and it would be satis
factory to hear that it was probable that the 
result of them would be the introduction of a 
better class of immigrants. He had never objec
ted to the immigrants who came to Queensland, 
but he knew that several hon. members thought 
some l1etter system might be adopted, and there
fore they were entitled to some information "'
specting· the actions of the Premier. 

l\lr. KINGSFORD said he could scarcely see 
why Engli,;h immigrants were more disposed to 
go to :Kew South \Vales than G-ermans were. He 
was quite willing to allow Germans all the praise 
which had lJeen given them by hon. members. 
No doubt they were a most desiralJle, a most ex
cellent class of colonists. The reason advanced 
hy the hon. member (Mr. Douglas) why they 
:-;houlcl cultivate G-errnan immigration was that 
the Germans settled on the laml. So far as his 
olmer~ration \Vent, he thought that }~nglish, Irish, 
:.wl Scotch people woul~! settle on the land 
• 1 ni te as readily as G~ermans. Those Ger
mans who came here and settled on the land 
had been accustomed to the land all their 
lifetime ; and if the ( ~overmnent of Queensland 
would hring out from the old country people who 
ha<l lwen accustomed to the land thev would find 
tlmt thm;e people would settle on the' land. They 
were not rnore migrntory than Ci-ennans--not 
one bit. But people-be they Englishmen or 
tlermans-who had no settled home in their 
native countries 'vould, if brought to the colony, 
lJe inclined to roam about and go wherev8r 
they thong·ht they could he best suited. He be
lieved that in looking out for immi~;Tants the 
agricultural population of the United Kingdom 
ha<l been almost neglected. He coul<l state as 
the remit of his observations that almost every 
ship which left the shores of old I~ngland with 
iumJigTant.s had on hoard a large proportion of 
n1en mHl wmnen frmn the towns ,vho \vere 
ln,onght together to 1nake up the neces~·m .. r.r 
ctnnple1nent of lHL;;"iellger;..;. The btJt ,-.,hip \\·hieh 
canlP lJl'onght irnuligra..nt:-; the uw.-;t of \Yhmu 
eamc, <iireetl:v or ilHli1·ectly fnm1 the ccgricultural 
dict1·icts, and they were all employed immedi
ately. He <li<l not think there was one in the 
<lepi•t at the present time. He had occasion to 
:;u and see the immigrants, and he found them 
to be a very superior class, comprising farmers, 
farm labourers, gardener,q, and othe;·s. lT e Wll

tured to say that the bulk of them wonl<l remain 
in Queensland-they wonl<lnot ~o to:\ ew South 
Wales, there beinq· no :·qwcial lT:tson why they 
should go there. He \Vonltl i1upre:-;s on the Uo\'€1'11-
ment that it was hig·hly <lesirahle-nay, absolnte]~· 
nect·.-;:-;ar}' -thnt they shonlcl Ul'f:,'€ the authorities 
at home to ]Ja~~ nwre u.ttention to the agricnltural 
d istriet ··· He mu lertook to stcy th~tt if proper 
rep1·csentation:-; we1·e ll1i:Mle :1, :-;n{ficient nurnl)el' 
of agl'ieulturist.-; to uF:et the wa..llt . ..; of the colony, 
wnnhl t'Inigrate frn111 thP five hmne conHties. He 
qnit,, agTee<l 11·ith the hon. m em her for :\fitchell 
that a.-: tlw,\r Wt-'l'f' En.1..dish people it wa:-; their 

duty-no matter how desirable they might think 
it to be to have Scanclinavians and Germans-to 
study their own kith and kin, and to look to 
them first to supply population for the colony. 
He believed there had been too much indifference 
and carelessness-he woulrl go further, and say 
too much wilful perversion of the interests of the 
immigration scheme at home ; the result of 
which was that nearly one-half the people who 
came out, or, at anyrate, a large proportion of 
them, were not suited to the colony. They 
wanted agriculturists, and they were to be got 
by thousands and tens of thousands-families 
who had been brought up well socially and reli
giously' who were accustomed to hard work aml 
could rough it, and who would be only too glad 
to take advantage of the superior life they might 
secure in Queensland. 

Mr. THORN said he was sorry that he was 
not in the House when some of the estimates 
which had been passed were discussed. With 
regard to immigration, he endorsed all that had 
been said by the hon. member for Leichhardt 
as to Germans settling on the land. He believed, 
though, that if they got a proper class of people 
from the United Kingdom, that they would be 
found to take up the land in the same way. If 
the Government would only send their officers to 
the rural districts at home and adopt the practice 
of the South Australian and New Zealand Gov
ernments-that was to pay the passages of the 
immigrants from the place where they resided to 
the port of embarkation-they would have no 
difficulty in getting any number of farmers and 
farm labourers. He hoped the Premier saw to 
that when he went home. He should like to get 
some information from the Government as \o 
their intentions with respect to clerks who 
were dismissed from the Agent-General's office 
last year. On the score of economy the Gov
ernment dismissed a number of hands ; and, now 
that it was found necessary to increase the 
staff, he wanted to know whether the Govern
ment would give the preference to those men 
or put on their friends instead. There was 
one gentleman dismissed from the office, :Mr. 
Clare, who acted as Executive Commissioner for 
the colony at the Paris Exhibition. The Colo
ni~tl Secretary had told the hon. member (l\fr. 
Douglas) that the Govermnent had offered to re
appoint that officer. He wanted to know the 
nature of the appointment offered. Was he to get 
the same salary, or was he put on at some menial 
employment at 5s. or 6s. a-clay, or £40 or. :£50 
a-year? He could speak of ::\Ir. Clare's abthty. 
The reason given by the Government for reducing 
the staff was that there was a falling off in the 
work connected \Yith immigration. Now that 
the! e was a probability of the work beiug 
increased, he hoped the Government would re
appoint those officers who had been dismissed. 
He hoped the Government were not going to 
sanction the American system of Civil service 
appointments. He could point out many cases 
in which it had been r'n'e"crl, but he hoped thi., 
·was not the caKe iH the Londol) o::Jce. Fot' }lL. 
O\Vn part he dill not ( :tre :t .,.tra\\. \Yhet1wr rtll 

officer wa,s prPll red to ~uppmt hin1 _pnlitil:alJy c ll' 
11ot, as long ;~....; he did hi:-> <lnt~". ff frmn :->OlJH' 
canH; fnr ''"hich the rua,11 \nt:-; iu no way rt::--:poll
~ible it :;.:lwnltl l)ecorne nece:.,~ary to tli:-;peH~t' 
with the f.:ervices of :·mch an officer, he ~hnuld 
feel it his dnty to re-engage hirr1 as f-;0011 

as an opvortunit:v offered. He would likP 
tn knmY whether any-and, if any, which
of the officers who were C!.isrr1issed npon 
the Black l<'ri<lav of .J anuar:v, 1879, ha<l 
been reinstated' " He wonld like to know, 
a1nong other thin~!"', \Ybttt sa1ary the G-overn1ueut 
had offerer! nlr. Clare? If he lmd refusetl an 
ap] JOi11tn1ent, he conl<l not help thinking it wa:-; 
hecanxe he h:ul been offered son1e supernun1erary 
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post, in which case his refusal was <JUite justifi
able. He would be glad to hear, however, that 
:Mr. Clare's abilities had received fair considera
tion, and that he had been offered a post and 
salary not inferior to those that he formerly had. 
He would like to hear the names of all the 
officers in the London office, and the nature of 
the work for which they were required. 

Mr. MACF AHLANE said he endorsed the 
opinion that Germans were good colonists. 
However humble might be their occupation, 
they almost invariably succeecle<l in this colony 
in bettering their position. The hon. member 
for Leichharclt referred to the fact that a number 
of his countrymen were employed in sugar manu
facturing at very low remuneration. Possibly, 
Englishmen would not perform the same work 
for the same remuneration; but the Germans 
referred to were gaining· experience, and pos
sibly, not long hence, they would be able to 
obtain land which that experience would enable 
them to work the more advantageously. The 
hon. member for Maryborough said the Minister 
for Lands had a good opportunity of throwing 
open for selection or purchase lands suitable for 
the growth of sugar. If that were the case, pos
sibly some of the Germans referred to by the 
hon. member for Leichharclt would become 
selectors or purchasers, and make room for fresh 
immigrants to gain like experience. The Gov
ernment could not do better than bring out one 
or two ships of German immigrants in the course 
of the year. 

The COLONIAL SlWRETARY said it was 
impossible for him to reply to the last que,tion 
of the hon. member for the :Northern Downs. 
He did not know the names of the clerks in the 
department. The Government did not inter
fere with the Agent-General in those matters. 
He knew, however, that a l'vir. Clay was in the 
office. 

Mr. THORN said that when he was in office 
he was supposed to know the names and duties 
of clerks everywhere-whether in the home 
country or in Queenslanrl. 'When the Colonial 
Secretary was in Opposition he desired to know 
the names and duties of almost every clerk. He 
(Mr. Thorn) desired even more information than 
he had already asked. \V ere any additional 
clerks paid out of loan or contingencies? \V ere 
there any clerks in the London office who 
were paid su~ 1'0Sa :t He believed there were 
some, and he wanted to know both who the men 
were and where the money came from '! :For 
every one officer which the ColoninJ Secretary 
had under him he had had ten in the ·works 
Department. Yet the Colonial Secretary de
sired to know the name of every officer in his 
(Mr. Thorn's) department, and the Estimates 
were postponed day after clay because he conlr! 
not tell the hon. gentleman the whole of the 
names. If the Committee acted wisely upon the 
present occasion they would move the Chairman 
out of the chair pending the production of the 
information for which the Colonial Secretary had 
been asked. He agreed with the hon. memher 
who proposed that they should abolish the London 
office, and retain only an e1nigration agent and a 
lecturer of JYir. Jordan's stamp, who would crack 
np the colony and point out wlutt class of immi
grants were most likely to succeecl in it. 

The PREMIER said that if the hon. member 
had paid a little more attention to the Estimates 
he might have saved his last speech. If the 
hon. member turned to page G9 he would find 
the Agent-General's department set down for 
£1,925, with 'the whole of the officers specified. 
He did not see that the names of the officers had 
very mnch to do with the :Estimates, but if the 
information was to be bacl in the colony he would 
suggest that the hem. member should obtain it 

hy moving for a return, which might also include 
information as to the salary offered to Mr. 
Clare. 

Mr. AH CHER pointed out that a great many 
of the <Juestions asked by the hon. member £01" 
K orthern Downs would be found in a paper laid 
upon the table early in the session-namely, 
"Further Correspondence respecting the Inquiry 
into the working of the Agent-General's Office in 
London." 

l\Ir. G RIFFITH ,,aiel that in the list of salaries 
alluded to by the Premier, Mr. Ashwell's assist· 
ants' sa.larieS were not, as far as he could see, ac
counted for. In the portion of the Estimates they 
were now considering he found a secretary to the 
Agent-General, and an indent clerk, who, accord
ing to papers laid before the House, should bel\Ir. 
Clay. 'rhen, turning to the Loan Estimate, he 
found a despatching officer, a.t £300, who, accord
ing to the papers, should be :M:r. \Voodward ; a 
clerk, at £250, who should be Mr. \V oolner; a 
clerk, at £175, who should be :Mr. Owen ; a clerk, 
at £15fi, who should be l\Ir. Thorn ; two clerks, 
at £91, he presumed Mr. Austin and Mr. Mallin
son; and one clerk, at £80, l'vfr. Benson, he pre
sumed. There was an assistant, also, at 10s. per 
diem ; but he could not see that any of JYir. 
Ashwell's assistants were accounted for, tmless 
the as;;istant he had named was one of them. 

The PHEJ\IIEH said the assistant at 10s. per 
diem was one of the assistants. Thel"e were also 
two inspectors paid out of the loan fund. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said that Mr. Camphell, an 
important officer, had not been mentioned. \V hat 
was his salary, and from what source was he 
paid? 

The PREIVIIJ:R : I am not aware, except 
from the assertion of the hon. member for the 
Korthern Downs, that there is such a peTson in 
the office. 

Mr. GRIFFITH said it seemed rather strangP 
that the Premier should have been in Eng·land 
investigating the ·working of the office, mul yet 
could not say whether or not there was a gen
tleman named Campbell performing very im
portant functions in the office. He understood 
that Mr. Campbell was a brother-in-law of l\Ir, 
Ash well. 

The PRE::YIIEH said there were no persons iu 
the executive engineer's office who perfornwd 
important duties. There was an officer who 
made tracings, and who was paid, he believed, Ss. 
or 10s. pel" diem, and two inspectors r>t 30s. per 
week. Hon. meml"Jers seemed astonished that 
he did not come out with the names of the whole 
of these officer~. He did not go home for that 
purpose. 

l\Ir. DOUGLAS was surprised that the Pre
mier did not know of JHr. Campbell's existencP 
in the office, seeing that he discharged snch im
portant clnties in the nmtter of correspon<lence; 
and thonght it desirable that the hon. g·entleman 
Rhould give the Con1n1ittee snn1e inforn1atiou a.K 
to the working of the new regulations. 01~e of 
the reasons for the hon. member's visit to Eng
land was that he might investigate the state of 
the London office as regarded the e1nigration 
arrangements. The new systen1 ,,-a.-; donbtleR:-; 
atlopted, and hon. members were entitled to 
expect a marked changed in consequence. 

The PH.El\IIEE said the new immigration 
regulations were laid upon the tal1le last year. 
\Vhile in England it was part of his duty-rtnd 
he performed it-to in<Jnire into the working of 
those regulations. The information he ha<l ob
tained was given to his colleagues, and the 
amenderl regulotions woulrl for the future bH 
applied to their immigration. ·what else tlirl the 
hon. rne1nLer dt:F<ire to know? 
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Mr. DOUGLAS said the old system was sup
posed to Le bad-so bad, indeed, that one of 
the objects of the Premier's visit to England 
was not only to devise a new scheme but to see 
it in operation, and to confer with the Agent
General in reference to it. The hon. gentleman 
must have had frerruent opportunities of con
ferring with the Agent-General, and he must 
surely be in a position to tell the House some
thing- as to the result of the new reg-ulations
whether, for instance, a decided change had really 
lwen effected. 

The COLONIAL SEC.RETARY said that if 
the hon. gentleman would take the trouble to go 
to the depot and inspect the immigrants which 
were now arriving he \\\ oulcl see a decided change 
for the better. The new regulations had been 
very successful, and the fact of a medical officer 
having been appointed as despatching officer had 
turned out very well indeed. He had no doubt 
that if the new secretary was not baulked a still 
further improvement would be shown in the 
working of the London office. 

Mr. DOGGLAS asked whether it was a fact 
that the country agents had been done away 
with, and that the immigrants were now sent out 
entirely through the London office? That, he 
believed, was one of the recommendations made. 
It used to be considered that the country agents 
were the main source from which the bulk of the 
immigrants were sent ont. It now appe;tred that 
that was done entirely by direct correspondence 
from the London office. 

The COLONIAL SECRETAHY said the 
hon. gentleman seen1ed to have Inore inforn1ation 
on that subject than he himself possessed. He 
(the Colonial Secretary) was not aware that the 
country agents had been done away with. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said hi;; source of information 
was a public one, and as open to the Colonial 
Secretary as to himself. He had gathered it 
from public documents, not from private infor
mation. 

Mr. THOEK said he had obtained his infor
lnation from Bng-land, and not from .Mr. Hamil
ton, that there were three persons in the office 
of the executive eng·ineer- Camp bell, Her
bert, and Scopes-and that they were getting 
about £200 '" year. vVhat were their duties, and 
how were they paid-from loan vote or contin
gencies, or how'! He was informed that their 
main duty was to see that no imperfect iron was 
passed. If that wt~s so they were not doing 
their duty, because they had passed some very 
defective iron for the l<'itzroy bridge, which ac
counted in a great measure for the delay of the 
construction of that work. After sending out 
such imperfect iron, were those men still em
ployed, or had their salaries been reduced for in
competence? There were three officers down
two at £91 each, and one at £80. How could it 
he expected that men with so low a salary would 
undertake to pass iron? There must be others 
in addition about which the Committee knew 
nothing. He also wanted to know whether the 
executive engineer was fit for his post, and 
what the qualifications of Mr. Dick were. 
That gentleman might be a very good hydraulic 
engineer, but what were his qualifications as an 
executive eng·ineer? If Mr. Dick was fit for 
the post, he ought to have £800 a-year. If they 
did not pay inspectors properly, the iron manu
facturers would. 

Mr. ARCHER said he could say with confi
dence that Mr. Byerley had never cmnplained of 
nny iron sent out from :England. The only 
thing complained of was a change of specifica
tion,, and some things were made at the railway 
works at Rockhampton at a greater cost than 
they could have been imported. That was clone, 

not because the ironwork was bad, but on 
account of the change in the specifications. 

Mr. THORN said he would like to know who 
altered the specifications ;-did not the hon. 
member know what that meant? It might be 
the means of saving some thousands to the per
sons who furnished the iron for the bridge. If 
the inspectors were paid a small pittance, it was 
no wonder they took "tip" from the iron manu
bcturers. They ought to have treble the amount 
that was put clown. But he did not think those 
officials with the low salaries were the men he 
had named-Campbell, Herbert, and Scopes. 
He believed they were drawing £190 or £200 
a-year under Mr. Ashwell. vVhen he was in 
office hon. members remonstrated strongly with 
hin1 for paying salaries out of contingencies, and 
he had to give the names of everybody in the 
department, down to boys at £20 or £30 a-year. 
He wished the Premier or the Colonial Secretary 
would give him the information he had asked 
for. 

Mr. DICKSON said there appeared to be a 
good dea,l of force in the remarks of the hon. 
member (Mr. Thorn). The estimate certainly 
did not appear to be a complete one. There 
were nine clerks set down, while Exhibit B of 
the correspondence on the working of the London 
office showed there were ten, and a foot-note said 
that in addition Mr. Ash well had three assist· 
ants, two at £3 10s. a-week and one at £3. In 
the e,;timttte the executive engineer was 
credited with one assistant at 10s. per day. If 
the exhibit was of any value at all, it showed 
that the executive engineer had then-and he 
supposed still had-those officers for the work of 
inspection. Seeing the prominence that had 
been given to the matter by the public, it would 
have been well if a little more care had been 
taken in framing the estimate. 'fhe whole of 
the officers should be shown, and whether they 
were paid from revenue or loan vote. 

The PREMIEll said he could not understand 
the 1ueaning of the hon. gentlen1an in wandering 
to the Loan Estimates, which could not come 
before the Committee for a long time. Not a 
word the hon. gentleman had said had anything 
to do, even indirectly, with the matter now 
under discussion-one was on page 13 and the 
other at page 69 of the Estimates. The hon. 
gentleman ought to know that rail way inspectors 
and men of that class were not put on the Esti
mates at all. 

Mr. THOHK said what he wanted to know 
was, where Campbell, Scopes, and Herbert were 
paid from. The Government, when in Opposi· 
tion, pitched into him because he did not 
schedule the different officers and show where 
they were paid from, saying it was objec· 
tionable to pay officers out of contingencies. 
They were right, but certainly they ought tu 
practice what they preached. 

The COLONIAL SECR.ETAHY said that 
when they came to the Loan Estimates he would 
endeavour to prepare a list of the men paid from 
that vote ; but that had nothing to do with the 
estimate at present under consideration. He 
did not think it his duty to he acquainted with 
the names of all the officers connected with his 
department, and there were several in the immi· 
gration office in Brisbane whom he did not know. 

Mr. DICKSON said he agreed that it was no 
part of the Colonial Secretary's duties to be 
acquainted with the names of officials ; but he 
differed from the hon. gentleman in his state· 
ment that all they had now to consider were the 
Estimates on page 13. Some of the officials in 
the immigration department were paid from 
revenue and others from loan, and it had been 
frerruently considered expedient that, for all 
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practical purposes, the loan vote should be a sub· 
ject of discussion along with the revenue vote. 
If that wtts not done great confusion would 
ensue. It was the duty of the Colonial Secre
tary, and also of the Colonial Treasurer, to see 
that the whole of the officials employed in the 
London office were represented on the Estimates 
as con1ing under revenue or loan. 

1\Ir. MESTON said he did not intend to make 
g, speech on the Germans, as he had not had an 
opportunity of hearing what hon. members had 
said on the su?ject. It was unnecessary, how
eyer, to ~l~logise th~ Germans, for they had pro
Vided a hvmg practJCalproof of their capabilities 
as va.luable co.lonists. Not only in Queensland, 
hut m Amenca, South Australia New South 
\V ales, and Victoria~ long befor~ there was a 
German colonist in Queensland~they proved 
themselves to be among the most valuable colo
nists a young country could attract to its shores. 
He had always been opposed to the present sys
tem of immigration~to a system that was sup
ported by the State ; and he did not agree with 
the hon. member for Northern Downs (Mr. 
Thorn) that they should employ lecturers to 
cmck up the colony. He thought there had been 
too much of that kind of work, and that the 
country had been put to too much expense in con
nection with that matter. There were two classes 
of people coming out to the colony under the 
present system~the people who kne"w nothing of 
the colony (many of whom were unfitted for it), 
and people who came out to their friends. "\Yith 
regard to the former, what was wanted at home 
w!l's a plain -spoken, practical 1nan.. who frmn 
his knowledge and experience could tell the 
people what the colony really was, aml who 
could show them that Queensland offered far 
wider opportunities for bettering himself to the 
industrious man than Great Britain offered or 
even other countries, and that any man corr:in~ 
nut here, if he worked well, could gain an in": 
dependence. He was of opinion that the old 
country, considering the benefits it derived from 
the emigra~ion of its surplus population, should 
ren_der assrstance to the _colonies in getting rid 
of its superfluous vopulatwn. He believed that 
if the money employed in keeping and assisting 
that surplus population out on strike at home 
was used in sending the British workman to this 
colony it would be an advantage to the mother
country and to the colony. It was well known, 
as had been stated by more than one hon. 
member, ~hat .ma~y of the ships coming to this 
co~m:y with immigrants were filled up imlis
crnr~n:ately, and. that. the colony had not been 
receivmg anythmg like the value for their 
money they had a right to expect. The two 
great requisites to secure a good class of immi
grants were, a profitable field for labour and a 
good liberal land system by which land at a small 
price on which .he could settle would be open to 
every man corrnng here. If the latter was offered 
there woul~ he no necessity for agents at home, 
or for the State to pay for people to come here. 

M:r. DOUGLAS said there had been one form 
of immigration agency that had not been yet 
referred to. He believed it had been said that 
the col'?ny might. well Y?te a sum of money for 
agents m the neJghbourmg colonies to circulate 
information about Queensland, as there were 
many people in them who did not know more 
:tbout this colony than the people at home · that 
had been represented to him at any rate a'nd he 
believed it to he the case: It had also been 
repr:sented to him that, considering the dispro
portwn of the sexes here, there might be indnce
rnents offered to young woruen in the nei,rhl1mu
ing colonies to come here. He knew that in the 
southei:n colon!es both young women and young 
men rrnght be mducad to oome :~.nd oast their lot 

amongst us; in fact, it hac! ]Jeen one of the 
hobbies of the hon. me m he1· for Northern 
Downs (Mr. Thorn) that the large percente,ge 
of male popubtion here shoulrl he compen
sated by the iinportation of yonng women 
from Tasmania, and he (:\Tr. Douglas) helieved 
that if they only gave f,tcilities to the huge 
popnhttion of youngmeninthe bush 'dlO were not 
married to get married, they would he doing 
good service to the country. He only wished 
that the hon. member for the Gregory was present 
so that he might hear his opinions on the sulJ
ject. He believed the hon. member wonld sup
port such a project for the colonisation of the 
country. However, he had alluded to this 
matter because he thought it was a matter for 
consideration whether they could not induce a 
!arge number of well grown and healthy women 
m Tasmania to come and settle in this colony. 
He referred to the subject, also, because he noticed 
that the Government had appointed i'vir. Byron 
:\Ioore to act for them as agent at the approach
ing :Melbourne J<~xhibition, and because he hoped 
the attention of that gentlenum would be directerl 
towards turning the J:;trea,nl of iinmigration fron1 
Victoria to Queensland. 'rhere were always a 
number of people in Victoria and New South· 
vV ales who were looking to make their homes 
in some other colony, and he hoperl that the 
Government would take steps for directing 
the attention of such people to the advan
tages to be gained by coming to this colony, 
by opening up for their use land suitable fur 
agricultuml purposes and settlement. He hoped 
the Premier would give his attention to the 
matter during the recess. They must have popu
lation in the colony if they wanted it to be pros
perous. He did not altogether >tgree with the 
hon. n1e1nber for Rm;ewood, ''Tho said that a g-ood 
liberal Land Bill was the best means of attract
ing people to the colony, for although no doubt 
that was a good thing, which thev rmmt look to 
sooner or later, they must do mo"re~they must 
pay rnoney for their innuigrantH for Hmne tinw 
to come. He did not despise the mettns which 
hml hitherto been adopted for bringing people to 
the colony, and he hoped that whatever wen; 
the defects the remedies applied would be suffi
cient. As to the people who had been introducer[ 
of late, he had heard them compared with others 
who came in previous years, and he was happy 
to be assured by the hon. Colonial Secretary 
that the class was improved and superior to 
those that came before. That being the case, 
he trusted the hnn. gentleman would main
tain the system, no matter whether by direct 
payment or by liberal land inducements, 
and that he would succeed in securing the 
population in this colony, of which it stood in 
such need. Until that was done they could not 
see their way to continue to carry on their public 
works .as they had done, and as they might hope, 
and nnght very fairly hope, to he able to do in 
the future. Population and progress went hand 
in hand, anrl if there was not an incrensed popu
lation then public works must be stopped. It 
was for that reason that he had felt it his duty 
on the present occasion to recommend that all 
their energies should be directed towards the at
tainment of that object. If they did not secme 
increased population matters must come to a 
sta~tcl~till. If t?ey could not get it by some 
artificial attractwn, they must do it by some 
other ; at any rate, they must apply themselves 
earnestly to some scheme so as to succeed in 
carrying out the colonif;ation of this future great 
colony. , 

J\Tr. M J<;STON saicl, in reference to the hem. 
gentlernan'p, rernarkH al_wnt inducing people to 
corne here frorn other colonie~, he rnight rnention 
that smlle tilne ago he hu.cl an interview with 
smne t-:;Ugar-growern on the Clarence l~iver, at 
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which a desire was expressed by them to settle 
in Xorth (lueensland if the terms were liberal 
enough. He afterwards called on the :Minister 
for Lands to represent the case to him, and 
pointed out that by sending a letter he could 
bring U]. a hundred small capitalists to take up 
land for sngctr-growing; but the hon. 1ne1nber 
slwwed him that by the Land Act he was not 
able to offer sufficiently liberal terms, and that 
not more than 80 acres, at 2s. tiel. an acre, could 
l1e taken up. If instead of the 80 acres, which 
was the limit of the Act, 400 or 500 acres could 
be taken up, he (Mr. l\Ieston) was cruite sure 
they could induce a large umnber of people to 
come to the colony from the district he had 
mentioned. 

The J\:IIXISTEH J"'U LAXDS (Mr. l'erkins) 
said the hon. member had not stated what had 
taken place, as he told the hon. member that 
as much as 2,1560 acres could be taken up at 10s. 
::t.n :.wre, \Vith ten years to pay for it, for sngar
growing ]HU"[loses. If that was not liberal enough 
to induce the class of people referred to by the 
hon. member to come the colony was just as well 
without them. He wished for the future that 
the hon. member would make himself acquainted 
with the land laws of the colony, so that he might 
"dvi'e his friends correctly. 

1\Ir. JVI~STON said he was as well acr1uainted 
with the land laws of the colony ''" the hrm. 
member himself, and had conmmnie;<ted to his 
friends the exact answer given to him by the 
:\finister for Lands-namely, that they could 
only take up 80 acres at 2s. 6d. an acre. 

Mr. O'Sl!LLIVAN: You memtloO acre:;? 
:\lr. JVI E;)TON saicl the hon. member was 

right. The answer of the l\finister for Lawls 
was that they could only take up loO acres "t 
2s. ikl. "n acre, anrl if they wanted more they 
nm:-;t pay ] Os. an acre, with ten year.-; tu pay 
it in. 

:Hr. l•'lL\8JUt said there was not the slightest 
•lonbt that unless they increaser! their popub
tion they conld not expect to 1nake un1ch pro~ 
gre". He thought that rlm·ing the hest three or 
four years of di:-;tre::;~ auwngst the farruing 
claHseH in England it might Yery fairly be con
sidered whethet· advantage might not have been 
taken of it to increase the popuhttion of this 
colony. A_s hon. men1berK \Vere aware, a gentle
lnan, a ::\ir. (-irant, a commisl'lioner for a Fanner's 
lTnion at hmne, represented experienced agricul
turists with capital from £4,000 to £40,000 each, 
who were anxious to come to the colonies. He 
went to New South IV ales and Victoria, where 
'"·ery attention was paid to him, and then went 
to New Zealand, the Government of which set 
apart 10,000 acres of land awaiting reports from 
home. He should have thoug-ht that something 
might have been done to induce that capital tn 
come here, n,nd that advant:tge might have been 
taken of the opportunity afforded by the distresH 
anwngHt the agricnltnri.sts in T~ngland during 
the last three years. lt mig·ht be said that 
f.lueent'land \VaK well kno\Vll in every corner of 
the old country, but it was astonishing to find 
e;·en in the centres of popubtion in :England how 
little was known of the colonies. He did not 
object to what the hem. member for Rosewoorl said 
about offering inducements to people in the other 
colonies to come, bnt he believed that the colony 
could obtain what they wished from the mother
country if they offered the proper inducements. 
As to the Imperial Government assisting in 
any ernigration sche1ne to this colony, vvhat 
class of immigTants would they send except 
those who had been a hurr!en to them? Tlmt 
was not the clasH required here. There waK no 
"ction of the late Government which he h>trl more 
regretted than tlmt which die! n,way with special 

immigration agents in Ireland and Scotland, as 
those agents had just commenced to attract the 
attention of the very class desired, and had 
already sent out a few ships with such. He 
would be glad to hear that the Government were 
taking into earnest consideration the best means 
of bringing under the notice of the people at home 
the magnificent lands in the northern part of the 
colony. 

:Mr. GAJUUCK said there appeared to be no 
change in the amount 9f this vote, although the 
work had been considerably reduced from what 
it was a few years ago. In 1878 there were sent 
out 7,554 immigrants and twenty-six ships; in 
187H there were 1,800 immigrants sent to the 
colony, and only six ships; and he understood 
that it was intended to have eight ships sent out 
this year and a like number next year. Now, 
surely, in the staff required for the conduct of 
the office at home and the office here, there 
should be some rlifference between this year and 
what was necessary for 1878 as far as immigra
tion was concerned, seeing that there was only 
about one-fourth the work to be done. 

The COLONIAL S:ECR:ETAHY said if the 
member examined the Estimates he would find 
that a con&idemble saving had been effected. 
The duties of Inspector of Distilleries were now 
performed ],y the Immigration Agent, and the 
saving effected \Yas £iifi0 a year. There was a 
good deal of work in the office which was not in 
the least over-manned ; if it was he would soon 
pack a clerk off. 

Mr. GARIUCK said the Colonial Secretary's 
remarks applied only to the head of the depart
ment. It appeared by a foot-note that the 
Immigration Ag·ent was also pa,id £100 from the 
Polynesian fund, am! he thought it would have 
1Jeen of assistance to the Committee if they were 
informed by foot-note that that officer also per
formed the duties of Inspector of Distilleries. 
He would like to know whether the clerical 
work connected with the Inspector of Distil· 
lm-ies was done by the clerks in the Immigration 
Office. · 

The COLOI'\IAL SECRETARY said last 
year there was a Chief Inspector of Distilleries, 
and nine in~pectors ; the nine inspectors were 
still kept on, and all the rest of the work was 
done in the Immigration Office. If there had 
been any additional pay given to the Immigra
tion Agent for the performance of these addi
tional duties, there would have been a foot-note; 
but it was not usual to put a foot-note when "' 
man did additional work but did not get addi
tional pay. 

Mr. GAlUUCK said the Colonial Secretary's 
explanation only referred to the office here. 
There certainly should be some equivalent re
duction in the expenditure in the office at home, 
seeing that the work was so much less; but 
there was no difference from last year in clerk>, 
travelling expenKe::;, or anything el~e. It apa 
peared to him that if the Colouial Secretary 
had heen able to effect a saving by combining 
another office with that of Immigration Agent, 
th>et there should be a like reduction, or even " 
greater reduction, in the home office. 

The COLONIAL S1WHETARY sairl he 
should be very much obliged to the hon. gentle
ma.n if he could show how he could reduce the 
estimates for the home office. 'l'he only officers 
were the secretary to the Agent-General and an 
indent clerk at £300 a-year, and how was he to 
reduce them? All the other officers were paid 
ont of loan, and when their :;ervices were not 
rer]uiretl they were dispensed with. 

"!\fr. GAlUUCK said he found tlmt there were 
three extra clerks on the loan vote for the Lon-
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llon office. It was useless tu say that becalme 
the salaries now before the Committee were paid 
out of revenue, therefore hon. members should 
not refer to loan : they should refer to both. It 
was made a strong point against previous Gov
ernments having officers paid out of both revenue 
and loan. He tnaintained that if there was not 
so much clerical work to do they did not require 
so much clerical as5istance, whether it was paid 
out of loan or revenue. The increase of ship]Jing 
:md other business might have produced more 
work, but, as far as emigration was concerned, 
there was a great deal less than previously. 
"Travelling and incidental expenses, £400 "-to 
whom and for what was that paid? If it was at 
so much per ship, of course that was the explana
tion at once-eight ships at £50 each. Perhaps 
the Colonial Secretary would give some further 
explanation. · 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said if the 
sum voted for travelling expenses was not re
quired it would not be used. Every charge for 
travelling expenses came before the Auditor
General here, and would be found in his accounts. 
The hon. member could not expect him (the 
Colonial Secretary) to check the tra veiling ex
penses of the Agent-General, who had to traYel 
about, and whose clerks had to traYel, because 
ships were despatched from Plymouth and dif
ferent ports. 

Mr. GARRICK hardly knew a greater in
ducement to an officer to spend money than to 
see it on the Estimates. He did not wish to attri
bute any unfaimess to the officers, but if money 
was voted they might be sure it would be spent, 
:tnd the Audit Office would be no check. If there 
was les~ work, the only thing was to vote less 
money. 

Mr. BEATTIE did not think it was possible 
for the Government to do with fewer officers 
than were on this estimate, there being only two. 
Reference had, however, been made to the loan 
vote, and the Colonial Secretary had pointed out 
that an alteration had been made respecting the 
despatching officer in London-that the present 
despatching officer was a medical man. He (l'llr. 
Beattie) found that the previous despatching 
officer, whose duties were no doubt a great deal 
heavier than they were at the present time, re
ceived only £300 a-year, and the present officer 
l'eceived the same for despatching only eight 
ships a-year. If he had simply to see that the 
ohips were properly fitted out according to regu
lation, his duties were uot very severe and he was 
very well paid-that was unless he had to exa
mine the whole of the immigrants. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
officer referred to had to examine every emigrant 
and see that they were in perfect health, and he 
had already saved a good deal to the country by 
tnrning back persons who were not in good health. 

Mr. BEATTIE said in that case he did not 
think the officer was too well paid, but he doubted 
whether he would be so well fitted for the office 
as a man whose whole life had been devoted to 
that particular duty. 

Mr. THOHN pointed out that the northern 
portion of the colony was entirely ignored in 
these EstimateE. He understood that the north 
was to get an equivalent number of immigrants 
to the south, but he found that there was no 
provision made for the northern ports beyondKep
pel Bay. There was no provision for quarantine 
stations at Bowen, Townsville, 1\-Iackay, or Cook
town, and he wanted to know if the Government 
intended to ignore the northern part of the colony 
altogether? When the late Government was in 
office the north got justice, mlCl he was sm·e that 
if immigrants were sent up there they would be 
readily snapped up; in fact, he believed the 

sugar industry in the north waH not rnaJdng the 
progress it would because of the want of innni
grants. He \VRS anxiouR to Hee the north pro~ 
gress, but he \Va::; afraid the present Governrnent 
were going to ignore it altogether and let it gu 
back. Chinese were fast taking the place of 
white people there, and thttt was nntirely the 
fault of the present Gm~ermnent. He hoped the 
hon. member for Kennerly (J\fr. ::ltubley) would 
be able to enlighten the Committee on these nutt
ters before long, >1s he l Jclie,·ed thttt hon. member 
httd some reliable information. He (J\lr. Thorn) 
wag opposed to this estimate altogether, because 
the pre~ent Governruent as 80on as they cm ne into 
office dismissed a number of bithful senants 
through no bult of their own, and substituted 
others. 'l'hat \\as his principal charg-e against 
the Governrnent, and it had not been ans\\~erecl. 
He objected ttltogethe1· to this system of }uueri
canising the Government of the colony. They 
had heard J\Ir. Berry, in Victorb, denounced 
for dismissing old and faithful scrYants of 
the State; the present Government denounced 
him for doing so, and he (Mr. Thorn) had 
told him that was th ~• greatest sin he httd 
committed ; and yet they found the Gm·ern
ment here doing the same thing- in the public 
service, and notably in the Agent~G eneral's 
office. He maintained that thlme officers should 
have been treated in the same way that the 
J\linister for \Vorks had acted in regard to the 
road overseers and others, \vho~e Hervices ·were 
dispensed with under the Divisional Boan!t; Act 
-that \Vas, to take then1 on ag·ain whenever 
their service,, \vere required. The G-ovenuneut 
had given none of the information he tLsked for 
that >tfternoon, and perhaps the best thing he 
could do would be to move the ChainmLn out 
of the chair until they got that infmmation. 
The otficers "·ho were employed to inspect rail,; 
might certainly he dispen:;ecl with. It was well 
known that enough r:1ils had been ordered 
already to make all the public works for the 
next two or three ~·f'arH. People \Yere going 
away from the southern part of the colony 
wholesale through want of employment, tLml he 
wondered that the Government did not notice 
this. The only place where quarantine stations 
were now required wa,, in the north, am! yet the 
J<:stimates completely ignored that part of the 
colony. The l'remier hctd not gi,~en the Com· 
mittee the inforrncction he had a okell for at 
a previous part of the eYening, aml he (::VIr. 
Thorn) w:1s astonished that the Committee had 
been so quiet about it. He hoped the leader of 
the Opposition would take a firm stand and move 
the Chairman out of the chair. 

Mr. GARHICK said he found that ,Juring the 
two past years-1878-79 and 1879-80-thc same 
sum of £400 was set clown for travelling- and 
incidental expenses, and this was asked ag>ein for 
the current year. During the three years there 
w~r-; not the s:1n1e mnount of \Vork done, and 
there should not have been the same expenditnre. 
He would llsk the Colonial :Secretary whether he 
was in possession of the accounts from the Lon· 
don office, and whether they showed the :;ame 
expenditure for 1879 as in 1878? It wtts clear 
there ought not to have been such expenditure, 
and the matter only showed that if money was 
put on the EstirnateS\, no 1natter what 'vork ·was 
clone, a way would be found of gpending it. 
The Colonial Secretary admitted that there had 
Leen smne change in the office in Brisbane, 
and that there was not the smue work to 
do. 'rhe head of the departmelJt had been able 
to have transferred to him work done by the 
head of another depttrtment. lt was clear that 
there could not be the s:nne work to be done that 
there was when they llrought out 7,i>00 immi
grants, and chartered 26 ships in the course of 
the year; and when the intimation was made 
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th<tt the numlJer would not be maintained, there 
wa; dettrly Home room for an alteration in the 
eotinmte. PerhapH the Colonial Secretary could 
onlii':hten them on that point. 

The COLOXL'tL :-JJWKE'l'AJi.Y slLi.l he was 
not in po~, -;<.:~sion of the acconnt-;, which caute 
through the office aucl weut cct <•nee n]l to the 
_Auditor-General. Those acconnt8 were not 
checked at the Colonial Secretary' .• office. \Vith 
re;-;pect to the cl~:rical work at the innnigration 
ottice, it was l~0111ething enorutnn;-;, The a.ccounts 
of the nine in )pectors ha(J t() lJe gone through 
and checked, <-llld the innuigr;t.tion agent ba(l a.p
]Jlied ::::onu..~ nJOuths ngo fo1· an extra clerk, and 
~ho\rerl Yer.v good reason why he :-;honltl have one. 
Xoue hacl, ho\\"~ver, been appointetL 

:\Ir. DlCKSOX: The lwu. gentleman referred 
to nine iuKpectnrK; --·doe' Le say that the distillery 
in::;pector~' aueount.., are checked lJy the officer:-; of 
the in1111igration departlnent '! 

The COLO.:\'IAL SEClmTAJlY: Yet<. 
Mr. STFBLJ<:Y s,tid he shonlu like to know 

whether the G-overn1nent u1eant to have a 
quarantine Rtatiou at T(nvn:-;ville. There \\~as 
one there formerly. 

The COLO~IAL SEC:HE'L'I.JtY caid there 
w~~~ n rruara11tiue ~t::ttion at To\Yllt>ville, but there 
'"'as no nece~":-;itv for it. J-Ie did uot iutend to 
send people to 'rown.wille to die, Lnt wi.;bed to 
keep them alive. If a qnamutine station ,,-ere 
JJece·,.sary at Townsville it wonld be provided. 
'rhe la::-;t tilne they had a quarantine sta•jon there 
it was for the benefit of a 'B'rench ve~sel, and a 
pretty ::;tun of IllOIH-"Y it co::;t thetu. 

1\fr. BJ~ATTH: said that if the information 
tha.t w~u; g-iven the other nig-ht fr0111 the ~Enister 
for Lccmls with refereuce to illicit clistil!ation was 
''unect, th·J sooner they had a heacl of distilleries 
the better. 

:\Ir. DICKSOK askecl if the nniYal in London 
of the new oecrctary was reported'! 

The COLOKL'tJ, 1lJWlU<:'l'AHY: .l\o. 
~\lr. IJ() 1](! L) .. S said be thrm;;-ht that it was a 

pity tu have diqJe11se<l ,,.jth the serYices of their 
;cgentK iu lrehwd a11d ;-Jcotbud. He wi.,Jwd to 
know whether l.Ir. Bomdck \'as Htill erGploye<l 
in the Lonclou oiii< .. :. He lmrl nce11tly written 
a pamphlrot on ({neenHlancl, aml had lecturer! for 
!_,henL J--Ie wttH a good ageut, uncl he (~\lr. 
Dougla:;) took no exception to hiil employment. 
It '-"'" necessary to employ persons of that kind 
if they wanted to secure immigrants of the kind 
they dc,dred, such as the tenant farmer.s who 
\l.rere now leaving the country, and \\-'ere likely to 
leave it. It would he worth while to look after 
the cla~~; of irrnnigrant~ at present going in eou
sidcmble number:; to Americe"--the class of 
te1utnt fal'lner:-; hnving both experience of agri
culture and generally a bir amount of means. 
Even if it were necc~::;ary to go to r;;o1ne adcli
tionaJ expense in the way of occasional special 
agents in the agricultural counties, a few hun
dred pound.:-> n1ight very \veil Le spent for that 
purvm;e. If they got a good clatJs of innr1igrants 
from the agricultnral counties, they could not 
very 'vel! pay too much for the gennine ar . .icle. 

The PRE.:\IIER said that :VIr. Bonwick had 
1Jeen employed for a short time as a lecturer in 
the southern conntics of Eni':lancl, and he was 
the sort of nmn they wanted. The terms on 
which he was employed were extremely mode
rate. 

Mr. DOl:'Gid.S said he was Yery g-lad to hear 
it. It vvas the right way to go about getting 
g-ood innuigr::tnt ... , to e1nploy 1nen who undertitood 
their work. They lmd dispensed 'vith the la Lour 
of such men as Mr. Geo. \Vight and Mr. 
~IacDevitt, hoth of whom were very useful, but 
it was considered necessary that they should not 

be employed again. Still, be did not think im 
ruigmtion could be kept up effectually without 
sorne E:nch agency. 

Question put and passed. 
The COLO~IAL SECHETARY moved 

that the sum of £2, U40 he granted for salaries 
and contingencie::-; in connection with the stean1er 
"1\:ate." 

::\lr. DICKSON said he should like to know 
whether there was any truth in the report ch·cu
lated conceruing- the unfortunate accident which 
happened on Saturday in the South Passage. 
The report was, that application had been made 
to the G-overnment for a more suitable bmtt for 
the use of the telegraph. operator who resided at 
the south entrance, and that the application was 
refused. It was Htated that it was represented 
to the Government that the boat was not ;;uffi
ciently smt-wortby for bad weather. He should 
like to know whether that report was correct, 
though he conld hardly believe it wtts ; but be 
would gh e the Government the opportunity 
of giYing it a C'Ontradiction, because, if unw 
contradicted, it would implv that there was 
a great amount of carelessness in regard to 
the lives of thoHe officers of the Government 
who had from time to time to go for mails 
o1· provbions to vessels visiting such stations. 

The COLOXIAL SECHETARY said he was 
not aware that any such application had been 
made, nor was he aware what duty would take 
the telegraph operator out in bad weather. 

Mr. THOH~ said he should like to ask the 
Colonial Secretary whether the Opposition might 
lmve the use of the "Kate ,. ~teamer, or whether 
she was to he at the service of Government sup
porters only. He believed great reforms had 
been effected at St. Helena, and the rnemberti of 
the Opposition would like to h,we the use of the 
'' J{ate '' to go down and see them. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
Rteamer had never been refused to the Opposi
tion. He bad himself invited the Opposition to 
come down and see the reforms at ::-lt. Helena, 
but, he was sorry to say, they had never come. 
The Opposition were very welcome to have the 
'"e uf the "l<ate." She had not been lent to 
the supporter>< of the Government only--he had 
never made such a distinction.- At the same 
time, it would be quite impossible to lend her 
once in every ten times that she was asked for. 

.:\Ir. MACFAHLANE asked whether the 
'' Kate" was still lent for schnapper excursions 
on the Sabbath day. He did not think she 
should be granted for such a purpooe. 

The COI,ONIAL SECRETARY said he did 
not see wlw the "Kate" ohould not be lent for 
fishing on the Sabbath day. He would fish on 
that day whenever he got the chance, and was 
only prevented the last time he was out by the 
boat going ashore. 

Mr. MOimHI~AD said the member for Ips· 
wich seemed to forget that the miraculous 
draught of fishes was made on the Sabbath 
day. 

Question put and passed. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY moYed that 
£22,100 should be granted for judicial benches 
and allowances. There were a few alterations, 
but not very extensive ones. The first on the 
liHt was Brisbane and Goodna, for which £1,325 
was asked, aK against £1,175 for last year. The 
increase was rendered absolutely necessary by 
the increase of business in the Brisbane Police 
Court. His attention was called, both by the 
Police Magistrate and Auditor-General, to the 
bet that it was r1lmost impossible for the clerks 
in the office to get through their work, and it 
was found absolutely necessary to give an 
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additional clerk. The next on the list was a 
decrease at Goodna~£190 was voted last year 
for "' clerk there. He found that the clerk could 
he well done without, and on the gentleman who 
occupied the position resigning he did not see 
the necessity for appointing another. The work 
had since been efficiently done by a policeman 
at £25. There was £25 down for a policermm 
tu act as clerk of petty sessions at lYiutta
burra. There \Vat> aho an increFLse at Thorgo
mindah for a policeman to fill the ;ame po,;i
tiun ; and an increase to the salary of the 
recording clerk at Thorn borough, who was very 
much overworked and only drew a salary of 
£220, which was a very small one for such a 
position. At Townsville there was also an in
crease of £200 for additional clerical assistance 
which had to be provided. There was an in
crease for the Police Magistrate at Springsure, 
who had also to visit Emerald and tne Comet; 
and to the Police Magistrate at Stanthorpe, who 
had tu visit Inglewood. There were increases of 
£50 each in lieu of quarters to the Police Magis
trates at Surat, St. George, St. Lawrence, 
Tambo, aml Thorgomindah. 'l'hese had been 
found abwlutely necessary. Some of the police 
magistrates received the allowance out of con
tingencies, but he found that others were not 
fairly dealt with~that some in the outside 
districts received it, and that others who were 
just as well entitled did not. He had en
deavoured to put them all on a fair footing, 
and he hoped the Committee would not object, 
for the magistrates in the country districts 
were really an underpaid class, the expenses 
of living being great and there being much 
work to do. 

Mr. DOUGLAS asked who was the police 
magistrate at Banana? At the time a change 
was made there he thought it a little hard that 
Mr. Francis should have to go out to Thorgomin
dah. He believed the Colonial Secretary had 
intimated his intention of changing the magis
trates from place to place. Occasional changes 
were perhaps advisable, hut if the changes were 
made eo m pulsory the tra veiling expenses must 
be found, for it must come still harder to a man 
with a smallsalaryifitwas made cmnpulsory for 
him to remove at his own expense from a place 
like Taroom to Thorgomindah, a distance of 
about 500 miles, he supposed. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said that 
where a police magistrate was moved for the con
venience of the public service he was always al
lowed fair travelling expenses, but when he was 
moved on pron1otion expenses were not often given. 
In the case to which the hon. member had alluded 
a fair sum was paid, though, no doubt, not so 
much as the officer expected. The present police 
magistrate of Taroom and Banana was l\Ir. 
Compigne, and he had the option of living at 
either place. 

"i\Ir. DOUGLAS said he did not question the 
discretionary power of the Colonial Secretary, 
but it struck him, in the particular instance to 
which he had referred, that a gentleman who 
was one of the youngest magistrates in the 
·colony was brought in from a far distant place~ 
Thorgomindah~to Beenleigh, which was one of 
the best appointments in the colony. He did 
not grudge Mr. Alexander his good luck, but he 
was sure it must have been looked on with envy, 
for there must have been Imtny other officers 
who would have been very glad to have availed 
themselves of such a move if they had the oppor
tunity. 

The COLO~IAL SECRETARY: I have no 
doubt. 

Mr. DICKSON asked why the young man, 
"i\Ir. Sidney Swanwick, who hall rnisconducted 
himself in the Supreme Court, Wtts never dis
missed? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he was 
dismissed, and if the hon. member would look 
back he would, if he (Mr. Palmer) remembered 
rightly, see that the appointment of the man's 
successor 'vas gazetted vice Swanwick dis1nissed. 

Mr. DICKSON said he did not think that the 
dismissal was gazetted, or that the appointment 
of lYfr. Swanwick's successor conveyed the inti
mation nmde by the Colonial Secretary. An 
officer who so misconducted himself should 
have been sumnmrily dismissed. He aswmed 
that, if it was not done, it was intended that 
the notification of his dismissal should not 
have been made public. He und-erstood that 
the officer was still employed in one of the 
Government departments, though not under 
a gazetted appointment. Still, a 'ense of pro
priety should be shown by the G"vernment in 
connection with a person who had so miscon
ducted himself, and, although he '1ad forfeited 
his gazetted appointment, he ought not to be 
retained in any way in the public service after 
committing the crime that he did. 

'l'he COLO~IAL SECHETARY said he con
sidered that for the offence the m'ln was quite 
severely enough punished. He wa,; not aware 
that he was in rmy Government appointment~ 
it was news to him, and was not wit 'I his know
ledge and consent. The man acted badly, 
foolishly, and stupidly, but he pir. Palmer) 
believed without any malicious intent. The 
man was, however, told immediately that he 
would be dismissed~that his resignation, which 
it was stated was sent, but which, he believed, 
never reached the department~wonld not be 
accepted. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN said he would like to 
know what the man had done? He saw a news
paper report th"t some man took a few glasses 
too much, and walked into court, when two or 
three men got frightened. \Vould the h<m. 
member, however, enlighten the Committee and 
the country as to what the man really did? 
Did the hon. member never get a drop too much 
himself ? He (}!r. O'Sullivan) had. He didn't 
think he was a bit the worse for it either, and 
hoped he should again. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said he knew nothing more 
of the case than what he had learned from the 
newspaper reports. If they were correct~and 
he presumed the hon. member for Stanley de
rived his information from the same source~he 
could not view the matter in the same light as the 
Iron. member, nor attempt to palliate what he 
regarded as a crime of a very serious character. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN : I want to know what 
the crime was? 

Mr. DOUGLAS: I understand it was threat
ening to use firearrns in a court of justice. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN : I know for a positive 
fact that he did nothing of the sort. 

Mr. DOUGLAS: He was found with loaded 
firearms in his post:lession. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN : There is no bw against 
that. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said the hon. member should 
know that there was a higher law than any 
written law. 'rhere were many offences which 
should not and could not be defined by statute, 
but which came within the categ"ry of those 
offences which the Judges of the Swn·erne Court 
considered themselves justified in )'Unishing at 
sight ; and the presiding Judge on the occasion 
referred to had intended to punish it with a 
long term--

Mr. MOREHEAD : Forty years. 
Mr. DOUGLAS said he did not understand 

that the punishment was to have been forty 
years' imprisonment, but he knew thttt the Judge 
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took the severest view of the ca:.;e. Although 
that punishment might not be j1mtifiable, it was 
evident that unless such terrorism was put do\\·n 
with the strong hand of rightful ju:.;tice the 
commission of acts of violence might be expected. 
He was astonished ant! grieved to hear an hon. 
member attempt to palliate such a high offence 
against order, morab, and all those restraints by 
which law and justice were secured. The fact 
that the man might have been under the in
fluence of drink was no pallitttion for the crime. 
Tt was known that men suffering under the 
effects of drink were apt to commit crimes, and 
the action of a man who subjected himself to 
such influence should be visited with the stern est 
reprehension. He hoped there was not the 
slightest foundation for the rumour that the 
man was now in the employment of the Govern
ment. He understood he was. 

The COLONIAL SECRETAHY: Where'? 

l\Ir. DOUGLAS said if the hon. gentleman 
would give a direct contradiction tu that he 
should be perfectly satisfied. \Vould the hun. 
gentleman :;ay "yes " or "no" ? 

The COLONIAL SECRETAHY said he had 
.,tated that the man was not, to his knowledge, 
in the employ of the Government. If the n;an 
was employed, let the hun. gentleman say where 
and how. 

Mr. DOUGLAS: I have no knowledge of 
it. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said neither 
had he, and he thought the less said about the 
subject the better. The man had acted very 
foolishly, and he had been punished. He would 
110t have been dismissed on account of what was 
reported in the paper,.;. That was evidently a 
scare about nothing, or less than nothing ; but 
he (Mr. Palmer) had further information, and 
the man was dismissed on that information. 

Mr. O'SGLLIVAN said the hon. member for 
:\laryborough had stated that he (Mr. O'Sulli
vttn) ttttempted to palliate a crime, whereas he 
simply asked what the crime was. The hon. 
member said that the man hatl been guilty of no 
crime that could be reached by statute law, bnt 
of one that must be judged by a higher court. 
He stated that the man carried a loaded pistol ; 
but there was nothing in the law to prevent that. 
The man acted foolishly, but he committed no 
crime. There was a big- bluster got up in court, 
the lawyers got frightened, '1nd some of them 
he believed, got under the tnhle. 

The ATTOHNEY-GENJ<mAL said if the 
hon. member (Mr. Douglas) was astonished at 
what the hon. member for Stanley said, he was 
astonished at the hon. member (Mr. Douglas) 
calling the absurd escapade of this individual a 
crime. A man on horseback and armed with a 
revolver in England was guilty of a crime, but 
there was no law of the kind here; and it was 
evident by the law of England making it a crime 
that the higher law was not there considered 
sufficient to deter men from committing the 
offence. 'l'he statute making that a crime was 
about as absurd as the act of this man in bringing 
a revolver into court. The man's act was absurd 
and he deserved to be punished for it, but tu call 
it a crime was about as absurd as the offence 
itself. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said the higher law he 
referred to was one which could hardly he 
defined, but which could be recognised. Unless 
people were governed by that no written law 
could in all cases he complete. In this case a 
man, probnhly under the influence of drink, came 
into court armed with a revolver-a man who 
had previously expressed his intention of making 
use of that instrument-and he was found in the 

vicinity of the man ag»inst whon he had sworn 
vengeance; and he (.:\lr. Dou:,;1as) maintained 
thctt if pn>ctices of that sort were to be toleratecl 
in every court uf justice and other place,.; of public 
rexort, r·mciety wax only reu1oved froru the greatest 
crimes thnt conlrl he committed by a very thin 
partition. He believe<! that it was only by 
chance tlutt a frightful crime was not committed 
-poHsiLly, an(l even probably, rnurder-an(lnow 
in the Legislature hon. Iueruberh \:rere found 
willing to get n p u,nd pallin,te l::luch usa.ge.-;. lf e 
hoped never again to hear :-;uch practices spoken 
of as being of no importance whatever. He felt 
almost inclined to persecute a man guilty of such 
an offence, regarding it as one of the greatest 
possible infractions of law and order. 

.:\Ir. :\IOREHEAD said he shoultl first like to 
know whether it wa,; a crime to kill a lawyer. 
In this case he had consulted an eminent layman 
who had informed him that not only was the 
man improperly imprisoned, but he was also the 
victhn of a grttve ontrage-hi.s pocket \Vas picked 
in court, and then he w~"ts conuuitted for con
tempt. A,; far as the evidence in the newspaper 
revurt went it appe:wed that the man had done 
nothing, when he was ru:;hed by a bailiff in court, 
hb pockets \V ere searched, a.nd a revolver ·was 
abstracted. ~Whereupon, he (Mr. :\forehead) 
was informed, every rnem her of the Bar rushed 
behind the table, and the juniors tried to get 
behind the seniors. The scene that en~ued was 
almost enough to justify them in letting the 
man off. Some of the banisters, it was said,. 
were constitutionally timid, and did not like the 
idea of a Inan being present 'vith a. revolver in 
his pocket, even when it could not he seen. 
Afterwards it was stated that the man uttered 
some threat before going· into court ; but that 
could hardly justify them in illegally rifling hi,; 
pockets, and rushing him away to gaol. l:'lenty of 
people went about carrying revolvers; he had 
done it himself over and over again, and it was 
rather hard if for doing the same thing thb 
unfortnmtte man ''""" to be subjected to the 
lmrd terms used by the hon. member for 
J\Iaryburongh. This man fur one slip had 
been dismissed, and the vengeance of the Oppo
sition n1i~ht verywelluow cease. The vengeance 
of one hon. member had not terminated with 
the dismissal of this man ; an unfortunate con
stable had also been dismissed, and it was hardi 
to say how 111any 1nore were to follow, silnply mn 
account of the inane terror of the hon. member, 
who was afraid of being assassinated. This nn·· 
fortunate man evidently had not the slightest. 
intention of as:-;asrdnating anyone, even if he 
breathed a threat as stated. Had he entertained 
any such idea, he would not have told everyone,, 
and then gone into the Supreme Court were there' 
were a hundred witnesses, and every chttnce of 
being captured ; but would have concealed hi,; 
villainous designs and watched his opportunity. 
The whole thing was simply a piece of rhodomm;. 
tacle ; it was the act of a young man who had 
been led through a sense of supposed injury to 
do a little hit of falutin' ; and no one did more 
of that than the hon. member fur North Bris
bane and the hon. member for .Maryhorough. 
Hon. members were familar with the style of 
the hon. member for North Brisbane: "If any
one put a hand on him what he would do ; " 
and, in a letter of ad vice to a certain individual 
in this town: "Anyone who attempted to do so· 
to him would do it at his peril," and the result 
would be awful. This young man, who evi
dently did not intend to commit a criminal 
act, had suffered severely for what appeared to 
be a venial offence. He had been in the habit 
in other countries of carrying fireanns, and he 
probably did not know he was doing anything 
wrong. They Haw the nmn's handkerchief stick
ing out of his pocket and thought there was a. 
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revolver hanging to it; the bailiff was instructed 
to make a search, and the 1nan \Vas dragged off 
to gaol. 

Mr. DICKSON said if those were the facts of 
the case a double wrong had been committed
the dismi88al of an innocent man, and the de
privation of office inflicted upon a man who 
fcciled to report some words let fall by the officer 
whose c:t,se wccs now being considered. He did 
not regard the offence from such an indifferent 
point of view }1H some hon. n1en1 ben; opposite. 
rt w"s clearly the duty of the Government to 
:;how, as they had done, that they wonlrl not 
allow any officer who was guilty of perpetrating 
.such an offence to remain in office. vVhen he 
first spoke on the subject he w<~s under the im
pression that the man ha<l not been dismissed, 
but the Colonial Secretary said that he was and 
that the dismissal was notified in the Oacctte. 
i'1ince then he had looked through the Oazette, 
:md in the issue of the 2nd of June he found a 
notification that a deposition clerk had been 
:bppointed, but it did not say that he was ap
pointed v-ice any other person; there was nothing 
to indicate that another officer had been dis
missed. He "as not going into the merits of 
the case, but he could not help thinking that the 
unfortunate consbcble who did not report utter
ancP' which he heard at an earlier period on the 
<lay had been punished with undue severity; he 
hoped that the constable would be reinstated. 
·with regard to the officer whcse case was under 
considern.tion, di~missal instwnto· was but due to 
the offence which he had committed. He had 
heen informed that the man was now employed 
in the Lands Office copying deeds. 

Tlie COLON"IAL SEOllETAEY se.id that 
what he said was that the man was dismis;ed. 
PerhajJS he had not studied the Oa:ette as care
fully as the hon. member for l"noggera had, but 
he knew that the man was dismissed. 

Mr. DICKSON : It is part of your business 
to study the Ga:ette. 

The COLOXIAL SECRETARY thought it 
would be better if the hem. member would mind 
his own business. He did not cmhdder it any 
part of his duty to look at the Oacette. The man 
was not dismissed l1efore his case was carefully 
considered. If he had been only guilty of the 
act he committed in court he might not have 
been dismissed at all. He believed that a number 
of gentlemen who were in the court were fright
fully scaretl-awfully scared. Some members of 
the Bar had told him that the scene waK beyond 
llescription. \Vhat weighed with him in regard 
to the man's clismis,;a,l was the fact thcct it was 
proved that he had been drunk in the police 
office-a place where a man ought to be p:uticu
larly careful as to his act,.;. The man w,ts not 
Jllmished on the spur of the moment, as some 
hon. members seemed to think. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said the case presented a new 
aspect. The Colonial Secretary said thcct the 
man had been dismissed for being drunk. He 
(Mr. Douglas) should have dismissed him for 
being armed in the Supreme Court and for 
threatening the use of deadly weapons. If the 
idea got abroad that Civil servants would be 
allowed to carry firearms, there would be an end 
to discipline. To his mind, the man committed 
the gravest offence next to murder. Although 
actions might not be puniilhable by law, there 
was a feeling of propriety which guided men 
against the committal of such acts. If it became 
a custom for men from the backwoocls of 
America to come here and carry revolvers, they 
would have to pass a law to prohibit it. He was 
'"tonished at the Attorney-General, who, in his 
remarks, almost justifiecl the offence of the man: 
the hon. gentleman indicated that there was no 

law ltgainst the offence, and that the man ought 
to be allowed to go scot-free. 

The MINISTJUt FOH LAKDS ; Y on got off 
the other day because there was no law. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said that there were ordinary 
usages of propriety which governed a 1nan more 
definitely than any written law ever would
that was the higher law by which he governed 
his actions. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said that the 
hon. member (Mr. Douglas) had been guilty of a 
grm.;t; inaccuracy-and it was not the first titne 
that night that he had been guilty~-when 
he accused him of having said that the man 
ought not to have been punished. On the con
trary, he remembered distinctly that he said the 
man had been guilty of a foolish offence, and 
that he cleservecl to be punished. vVhy should 
the hon. member he astonished at him when he 
stated what was a fact with regard to the law? 

Mr. RUTLEDGE should not have said any
thing had it not been for the pooh-poohing 
remarks of hon. gentlemen opposite, "-ho wished 
to make out that certain people who were in 
court were scared out of their wits. He hap
pened to be the person who was closest to the 
man referred to when the weapon was abstracted 
from his pocket. It was clue to the gentle
man who was more pitrticularly referred to as 
having been scared ont of his wit8, and \vbo was 
said to ha Ye got under the table-all these things 
being- said to reduce him in public estimation
tlmt he should give his version of the facts. The 
individual was not apprehended in court because 
he had a loaded weapon, and a bailiff did not 
rush at him becmme he saw a handkerchief stick
ing out of his pocket. As soon as the jury had 
given their Yerdict the n1an 1nade 1nenacing 
remarks to a gentleman whom he supposed had 
Llone him an injury, and it W>1S then that he was 
noticed firmly g1·asping something in his hand. 
Had he (Mr. Hutledge) known that it was a 
loaded weapon, he certainly would have in
crmtsed the distance between himself and the 
man. The gentlenmn who was intimidated had 
been apprised that something might happen, 
and, so br from getting under the table or 
running away into a safe place, he stood like 
a man with his eye fixed on the offender. If 
hon. members had been in court they would 
have experienceLl a sensation a repetition of 
which they would not have cared for. 'The man 
con1n1ittecl a high crirne, a n1isdmneanour, and the 
e.stimable Judge, who was not a maulikely to be 
carried away hy an impulse of feeling, did what 
''as necessary for the vindication of the majesty 
of justice. His (l\Ir. Rutletlge's) opinion was 
that it was the man's intention to do a deliberate 
act of violence ; but the jury were a long time 
considering their verdict, and during· that time 
the fumes of intoxication had worn off-the tc•m
porary madness, which would bring the courage 
up to the sticking point, had evaporateLl, and the 
man had not enough courage left to do the deed. 
The man then acted in a way to provoke an 
angry remark, and if such a remark had been 
made he (:Yir. Rutledge) believed that they 
would have heard of something else, which 
would have given a shock to the entire com
munity-they would have had to mourn over a 
very i:ierious affair. 

The ATTORJ'i'EY-GENERAL said he tho
roughly accepted what had been said by the hon. 
member for Enogg-era, because. he knew the hon. 
member was accustomed to stnct accuracy. The 
hon. gentleman, however, had given them an 
entireh· new version of the affair-they had heard 
nothing about menacing before. If that hap
pened, the public had been misled because there 
was nothing in the newspaper reports about it. 
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Mr. GlUFFITH: Thut ,,-as what induced 
the ,T udge to interfere. 

Nrr. HXMILTON thought he might also do 
himBelf the plbLLsure of constituting himself a 
witness. The hon. n1en1ber for Enoggera 1night 
amnver for his own sensationH; but, for his own 
part, he experienced the most pleasurable sensa
tions. He had never before seen such u scare 
among the lawyers. The hon. member for 
J~noggerar said he witnessed so-and-so. All he 
could say was that if some of the lawyers present 
witnesse<l the same things they must have had 
eyes in the backs of their head. Those lawyers 
who did not get under the table made splendid 
time round it. He sa\V a utan with a \Yhite 
face ; and directly that individual came behind 
the bar the lawyers disappeared, and, as an 
impartial witness, he could aver that neither 
they, nor the hon. 1nen1ber for Enoggera, \Yere 
in a poF~ition to give reli~tlJle evidence as to what 
took place. 

Mr. J\1J£STO~ thought some hon. members 
were under the impression that the constable 
who was dismissed upon the occasion referred to 
was still under dismissal ; but, as a matter of 
fact, he had been reinstated for some time past, 
and in his opinion very properly, for he was an 
intelligent and efficient member of the force, who 
had served in the British army with infinite 
credit. \Vith regard to the fend in the court, 
he had nothing to say save that a squatting friend 
of his wlco was present when the scene occurred 
said it was one of the strangest sights he had ever 
witnessed~he snid he coulrl only c01npare it 
to the consternation an1ong n flock of sheep 
when a native clog appeared. The first im
pulse of everyone seemed to he to get l1eyond 
the precincts of the court as quickly as his 
powers of locomotion \1 ould permit. He agreed, 
however, with the hon. memlJer for J\Taryborough, 
th>1t the carrying of deadly weapons ought to be 
di~couraged. There certainly might be occ~1..sions 
when a rnan could carry a revolver \vithont in 
HO doing con1mitting a seriou1'i offence. He re-
1nembe1·ecl carrying a Derringer in his pocket for 
two years~not to shoot anyone,except under ex
ceptional circumstances. Dnt in every British 
con1n1unity the rising generation should be taught 
to rely upon their hands and the law for the cle
fence of their honour and per"mal safety. He was 
not aware that in America, where the practice of 
ca,rrying deadly \veapons existed, there was leRs 
ruffi.anisn1 or blackguardis1n, or nwre in1n1unity 
from inwlt, than in Grent Britain, where people 
did not rnake a pra,ctice of carrying revolvers. 
He was told that the revolver used on the occa
sion in question was a Belgian lveapon, his own 
experienc~ of which suggested :\I~trk Twain'::; 
cle,;cription of the Arab's gun, \Yhich would hang
fire while the enemy walked out of range, and 
then hm·st and blow off the owner'" head. He 
thought Swanwick guilty of nothing bnt all ex
Ce'cdingly foolish act, for which he deserved to be 
punishecl. He did not helie,,e he had since lJeen 
in the Government service~::t.nd, perhap~, very 
properly w~hut he had been guilty of no crime 
which warranted his exorcism from society. 

The ~IINISTER :FOR LANDS said he 
nnder8tood the hon. n1ember for Enoggera to 
say that the perwn whose conduct had been the 
subject of clebate had been employed in the 
Lands Jlepartment. He desired to give that 
assertion a distinct clenial. 

Mr. DOUGLAS had been under the impres
sion that i'>Ir. Swan wick had not been dismisse<l 
fron1 the Governrnent service in such a way as 
to preclude the possibility of his being employed 
again. He hoped the Colonial Secret>HY woulrl 
consider that he was acting, in the interests of 
Hnciety, of the Governn1ent service, and of every
one more immediately concerned if he dirl not 
again give employment to this gentleman. 

Mr. J\IACF ATILAI\E said he was surprisecl 
at the lip:ht way in which hon. members talked 
of the conduct of J\Ir. Swanwick, and of their 
disposition to condone that conduct as being, 
simply foolish. He did not think a man should 
be pnnished for making, a fool of himself. In his 
own opinion.l\'Ir. Rwanwickhad done far more~ he 
had broken the law. The Colonial Secretary ad
mitted that J\fr. Swanwick was drunk in his 
office. He considered, however, that the clerk 
h~.tcl beP·n guilty of a far In ore· serious crin1e in 
the court. In the neig-hbouring colonies they 
h'·~d g-one to a considerable expense to put clown 
bushranging-. \Vhat, he wondered, would be 
saicl of hon. members who considered Mr. i:lwan
wick's conduct as simply foolish and not calcu
lated to do harm to anyone ? It was a very 
dangerous precedent, and he vvas sorry to hear 
the rerunrk~ HOnle hon. nwrnben; had n1ade. 

Mr. GRIFFITH sai•1 so many statements had 
been made that he tlwu~ht it would be well to 
tell the whole tale. About half-an-hour before 
the scene happened in the court the learned 
gentleman who wa., counsel with him in the 
cccse S>Lid to him, " Y on had better look out; 
that man (whom he named) is in the court with 
a rev oh er am! a bowie knife, and he threatens 
to shoot or stab you." He looked round. 
but did not see the man, and directed no more 
attention to the matter. \Vhen the jury re
turned to the comt after a considerable absence 
he was sitting in his usual place, and the gentle
man who had previously spoken to him said 
"Look out; he is armed." He thereupon looked 
ronnel and saw the man referred to standing at 
his elbow--about a foot away from him~with 
his hand in his pocket. He did not then see any 
revolver; but the n1an \Vas graHping Kmnething, 
which Llid afterY'. arfls turn out to be a. revolver. 
Vr-hen he 8HW the man Htanrling in that position 
he placed one or two chairs between them, and 
other gcntleinen, seeing hirn 1nove awa.y, also 
moved, he believed, with considerable rapidity. 
\Vhen the verdict \Vas given the man remained 
standing in the position he first occupied. He 
kept hiR eye upon him, and at the same time 
rna(le signH to a gentlernan standing near to grasp 
his arm if he raised it. vVhen the verdict was 
given he had to return to his place to go on with 
a cilse then pending, anrl as he approached his 
seat the man made use of a threatening obser
vation which he reported to the Judge, where
upon the man wa.H arre:~ted. \Vhen the n1an wa:.:: 
arrested he sairl he intended to shoot him (J\lr. 
Griffith). Re did not lose his presence of mind, 
and everything happened precisely as he hac! 
stated. The court was unable to proceed with 
business that rlay ; and whether an interruption 
of that kind, apart from an intention to kill, 
constituted an offence, was a que8tion upon which 
hon. members and the public could form their 
own opinion. 

~fr. THOI'c~ sairl he did not disapprove of 
the increases in the department of Police; and 
he would like to call attention to the absence of 
petty sessions arrangements for Chinchilla, a 
large and growing place in hi~ district. HP 
would also like tn know whether the increase 
under the he,td of Townsville wtts to go to 
the clerk of petty sessions or to the police 
1nagistra.te. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said £Ui0 
was a new item~the salary of a deposition clerk. 
The l1alance of the increase went to the s.:tlary of 
the clerk of IF·tty sesc;;ions, who \Vas a recording 
clerk. \Yith regarcl to Chinchilla, he bar! never 
he>trd any reasons advanced for the holding of a 
court o( petty sessions there. He believed the 
place was inhabited chiefly by four-footed native 
dogs. 

J\.Ir. THOHN said he could excuse the ignorance 
of the Colonial Secretary because Chinchilla had 
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IHJ.ly recently come into existence. It had taken 
the place of Condamine. K early all the popula
tion of that place had gone to Chinchilla. The 
!trade from the Dawson and the Auburn part of 
1the Burnett alRO went in that direction. He 
:ha.d no doubt that, if he waited upon the Colo
n:b,l Secretary at his office and represented the 
1ca:-;e to him, he ·woulcl agree to 111ake arntnge
uents for acleqnate police protection ancl a court 
,11( petty ~:JeR~iou:-::. 

The COLO~IAL SEClcETARY said that if 
1the hou. rnenth~:r wonlcl place fact~ before hin1 
'Which would vva,rraut hin1 ill aHking the ( }overn
·ment to appoint a. court of petty sessions, he 
·would be li,;tenecl to. 

Mr. DO ·GG LA S desired to refer to the ap
·pointment of the Police 1\[agistmte of Beenleig'l1. 
He had referred to the bet that the gentleman 

:appointed w'"' the junior rwtgistrate of the 
whole list ; and the reply he received "·as tlmt 
there were prolmhly many othem who would 
have been only too glad to be appointed. 
If that was the case, the hon. gentleman was 
rn-G>:t serving the lJekt interests of the service by 
JfaLiJ.ing to prmnote 1nen ·who \\Tere anxiouR to 
Jtecei ve :-;uch JH'Olllotion. If there \V ere n1en who 
wonld luwe been content to accept that position 
·as prmnotion, it r;hould certainl_y have been 
offered to one ,,f them. Lf opportunities of that 
kind were lost, nltler servants would think that 
an injustice lm<l heenLlnne them. J\Ir. Alexander 
had only lwen SOllll'thing like a year :1t rrhorgo
mindah-his first appointment, llml, althoug-h 
:.;erviug· ont there \VaM an apprentice.ship that 
deserved J'Cr:ognition, still where there were at 
lleast a do7.eu officer . ..; de . ..;erving pronwtion, and 
who woultl have accepted the Beenleigh appoint
Inent a;-; proruotion, it wa~ hanlly likely to 
·encourage those g·entlen1en to ~ee a precedent 
Het \Vhich seeu1ed Gmnething very nnwh like 
favm1ritisn1. 

1Ir. G H J FFITH said he W<ts rather smprised 
to see arr increase, practicnJly, of J:ZiO a-year all 
round on thi~ vote. X o (lonbt police n1agi;-;trate~ 
\\Vrre receiving :-nn:-111, aud in ntany ca·;es inalle
'j11ate, salarie,; : hut the present was scarcely the 
tin1e to rnake indi."lcrhnina.te increa:-;es. There 
was an increase at Ar:unac, Blackc1ll, Charle
Yille, Cnnnan1ulla, Gnondhdndi, Hnghenden, 
Nanango, f-4nrat, St. G-eorge, St. Lawrence, 
Tambo, and rrhorgorrlindah. The increaseH \Yere 
nominally an allowance in lieu of quarters, hut 
1they all knew what that meant. The colony had 
·not yet, he trusted, come to the position of Vic
.toria, and compelled them to recluce the sal:wies 
,of Civil servants all rouml; but in the present 
:-state of the revenue it \YaK very unwise to in
,crease thmn. 

The COLO~IAL SECRET AllY said that, 
as he h<trl mentioned before, he thought it unfair 
that son1e n1agiRtrateR Hhould have allowanceR in 
lieu of ')Uarters while others had not, and the 
present was an :ttternpt to put thern all on the 
san1e footing. l-Ion. n1e1nbers 1nust a.l~o hea,r in 
mine! that the item of £300 for contingencie.s 
was struck ont of the estimate. Some of the 
1nagistrates were grossly underpaid, and he had 
said long ago that if ever he ha,] the chance he 
would endeavour to put thern on a fair footing. 
A salary of, in most cases, £300 a-year was not 
a large sum for a gentlentan living in an outside 
district, and who harl to keep np a certain ap
pearance. 

Mr. BBATTIE ag-reed with the Colonial Sec
retary that the country magistrates were not 
overpaid. \Vould the Colonial Secretary inform 
the Committee how often the Brisbane Police 
11agistrate visited \Voo~aroo? It took that 
g-entleman all his time to look after his own 
court, and the business of the court won],] cer
tainly go back unle•s he was larg-ely assisted by 
the unpaid mag-istrates. The work of the Police 

Court at Brisbane could not be done without 
them, for the unpaid magistrates took one of the 
c<•nrtR every clay. \V<~ogaroon1ight very,,~en be 
visited by the Police Magistrate of Ipswich. The 
position of a justice of the peace was an honour
a hie one, no doubt, but they were never referred 
to without a sneer. If theY did g-ood service to 
the conntry they ought at least to get credit for 
it. 

The COLOI\TAL SECRETARY said tlw 
Police 1VTagi~trate of Brishane visitecl \Voogaroo 
at irregnlar intervalM, and ahvay::; in caRe of <t. 
death. 

Mr. O'S\)LLIYAK said that \Voogaroo was 
formerly visited by the Police Mafjistrate . of 
Ip,;wich, who wnul'l be very well satrsfied wrth 
£.i0 half the allowance given to the Police 
Ma~·istrate of Brislmne for going thither. With 
reglm1 to the attendance of the latter gentleman 
at \Voogaroo, it was a cornplete farce. 

!\Tr. G RIFJ<~ITH said that at Thorn borough 
there was an increase of £80. IV as it a new 
office or an increase, or what? When he was 
there' <tn officer of the ]\fining Department dicl 
the work of the clerk of petty sessions without 
extra pay. The foot-note said the money was 
pai<l to 11 recorrling clerk, with a salary of £220. 
There was no such official there. 

The COLO:\IAL SECRE'l'AHY explained 
that the \Vords "recording officer" ·were a tniH
print for 1nining regi::;trar. 

The MINISTER :B'OR ·woRKS explained 
that formerlv there were at Thornboroug-h " 
ruining registrar and a deputy n1ining registra1·, 
each receiving £220 a-year. The latter officer 
was tlispensed with, and the former did the work 
of the clerk of petty sessions as well as his own 
for the sum mentioned in the Estimates. 

?.Ir. GRIFFITH called attention to a sum of 
£ii0 for the salary of n Police :!\lagistrate at 
Ingham, antl asked who was to perform the duty 
at that sltlary. 

The COLONIAL SECRETAH.Y said that tlw 
sub-collector of customs at Card well used to per
form all the duties, but a court-house wa,; built 
at lno·hmn hv son1e rneans or other ; RO cleverly 
was it done that the Commissioner for Police did 
not know it was done for some time. The Police 
l\hgistr,.te at Card well had to do the duty, <tnd 
hac! to walk there or get there as best he could. 

l\Ir. G lUFFITH said he thoug-ht it was a mis
take to put clown these sums as allowances, and 
more especially in the form of quarters. He 
knew that increases were often begun in this way 
to avoid the appearance of increasing the salary of 
an officer. First of all an allowance was paicl out of 
contingencies, and then, \vhen it appeared in the 
fonn of an increttse in the Yote, or as a. new vote, 
an(l :-~mne n1ernher cmnpla.inecl of it, it waK Kaid, 
"Oh, thst is not a new vote, it has beeu paid for 
year~ ont of contingencieR ; only we think it 
better to put it on the Estimates." Afterwar1ls 
it would appear a' salary. It was well known that 
the "allowance in lieu of quartert-3 1

' was ft n1ere 
mockery-that there were no quarters anywhere; 
am! it would he much better, if it was desimble 
to give an increase to a police magistrate, to put 
it in a direct way. He did not think that at 
the present time, when no other increases were 
being made to the salaries of Civil servants, the 
Committee should be asked to vote these allow
ances. 

l\Ir. DOUGLAS thought the proper way to 
deal with the ')Uestion would be for the Gov
ernment to build quarters for police mag-is
trates, as those gentlemen were frequently put 
to great loss and inconvenience by being re
rnoved; in fact, that ,,~as one rea::-:on for not nwv
ing them about ruore than they were. At pre
sent they were virtnnlly allowed sums of money 
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n lieu of quarters ; but if a police magistrate, 
after living at one place for a few years, built a 
house for himself and family, the probability 
was that he might be ordered n,t a few months' 
notice to go to some other place. He quite agreed 
with the learler of the Opposition that in these 
clays when there were no other increases, the 
Committee were not justified in voting what were 
called allowances, but which were virtually in
creases of salary. If the hon. leader of the 
Opposition did not do so, he should himself move 
for a reduction of the vote. 

JY!r. RUTLEDGE said it was a right-down 
farce to expect that gentlemen dispensing justice 
in the far away interior should be rewarded with 
n, salary which was not equal to that which a 
magistrate in a large town, and occupying a far 
more comfortable position, received. It was a 
farce to offer a gentleman £300 a-year to g·o into 
the interior where provisions were three times as 
clear as they were in Brisbane; and to expect 
him to keep up the appearance of a gentleman 
and to keep out of debt, so as to be able to 
properly adjudicate upon cases that came before 
him. The proposed reduction was a foolish 
policy, and one he could not support. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he could 
not understand the objection of the hem. member 
for North l:risbane, and he thoug·ht it was ex
tremely unfair. The hon. gentleman knew as well 
as he did, from having had the administration 
of the Education vote, that whenever a school
master was transferred from one place to another 
he expected quarters or an allowl1!1Ce for quarters, 
and if a policeman was sent to an outside district 
he received extra allowance. He was surprised 
that an attempt should be made to do away with 
these small sums for allowances, especially as 
they were only put down in order that equal 
justice shouhl be done to all and that all the police 
magistrates should Le put on the same footing, 
which they were not before. 

:Mr. FRARER said that he had known many 
instances in which police magistrates had been 
put to gre~tt inconvenience and loss through 
being removed after having built houses for 
themselves, and having to sell their property at 
a sacrifice. 

Mr. FEEZ said that if hon. members opposite 
would consider the changes which were caused 
through the extension of the railways, and how 
many townships had sprung up, they woulrl see 
that the Government were amply justified in 
putting down allowances for quarters for police 
magistrates. He thought it was Yery wise indeed 
instead of expecting magistrates to build houses 
all over the country to allow them so much for 
quarters. He had heard an hon. member refer 
to the Police Magistrate at Springsnre as being 
overpaid, bltt he only received £400 a-year, 
whilst he had to travel seventy miles to attend 
another conrt once a month, to act as land agent, 
and to attend eo many other duties. He did not 
think it was t<>o much too allow him a small sum 
for quarters. If any reductions were justifiable 
they would be in the salaries of those police 
magistrates w·11ere there were plenty of unpaid 
magistrates to do the work, and not in those of 
gentlemen who perhaps had large families and 
were at present not very well paid. He thought 
the Government had acted with g-reat judgment 
in the matter of these allowances. 

Mr. GRTFFITH said the qnestion was not 
whether all police magistrates should be put on 
the same footing, or whether there should be 
allowances for quarters, bnt whether this was the 
time for what were really increases. There were 
many of these police magistrates who received a 
great deal more than appeareil at fir,,t sight. 
For instance, the Police Magistrate at Rpring-

sure, instead of getting, as the hon. member for 
Leichhardt said, only £400, received £100 for 
visiting· Emerald and Comet, and £!)0 for quar
ters, and £25 as land agent. Last year, when the 
Estimates were under consirleration, he called 
attention to an allowance to the Police :Magis
trate at Townsville for visiting Dalrymple. That 
was an allowance that was first made to the 
Police Magistrate at Townsville before there 
was a police magistrate at Charters Towers, 
and harl since been continuecl, although Charters 
Towers was much nearer to Dalrymple. 

The COLOXIAL SECRETAEY saicl what 
the hcm. member referred to was a mistake in the 
Estimates, and the money would not be used. 
The Police Magistrate at Townsville dicl not visit 
Dalrymple last year, but the Police Magistrate of 
Charters Towers did so when necessary. He 
found, however, on inquiry, that there 'had not 
been a solitary case at Dalrymple during the 
year. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said he did not begrudge theile 
officers the salaries they received, hut they were 
very fairly paid, and he maintained that the pre
sent-when private incomes were rerluced, \vhen 
men found that in order to live they must reduce 
their expenditure-was not the time to give in
creases-for, practically, these were increases-to 
a set of men who, however wen-thy they might be, 
should not be singled out and distinguished as de
serving these increases above all others in the ser
vice. If they admitted these increases there 
were others in the service e']ually entitled to in
creases. The circumstances of the colony just 
now would, he believed, justify a reduction right 
throug-h the .Estimates. Private expenditure waR 
reduced throughout the colony ; the standard of 
expenditure was necess.arily reduced inmost fami
lies high and low; profits were not what they used 
to be ; and he contended that, under thesP 
circumstances, they were not justified in making 
any increases. In doing what was called justice 
to these men they would be doing injustice to 
others. There were scores of men who would be 
only too happy to perform the duties performed 
by these officers at less salaries than they were 
receiving, and who woul<l perform them jnst as 
well. There was, perharm, no justification for 
such a reduction as that at the present time
he did not advocnte it ; but he thought the 
circumstances of the colony would relieve them 
from any responsibility of reducing all round. 
Yet, anxious as he was to avoid that, he was 
equally anxious to avoid granting what were 
really increases, and he should move a reduction 
of this vote. The total increase, he saw, was 
about £750; he was willing to allow £50 for 
Springsure, as the additional duties at Emeralcl 
and Comet would no doubt necessitate that ex
penditure. He moved the reduction of the vote 
by £50 at each of the following places :-Aramac, 
Blackall, Charleville, Cunnamulla, Goondiwindi, 
Hughenden, Nanango, Springsure, Stanthorpe, 
Surat, St. G-eorge, St. Lawrence, Tanllm, mHl 
Thorgomindah-making in all £700. 

Mr. MOREHEAD hoped the CommitteP 
would not consent to any such motion, injuring 
as it did wholly and solely the police magistrates 
in the outside districts ; men who must incur 
large expenditure, and who must have greater 
capacity than those in large towns. He main
tained that police magistrates in the outside dis
tricts must be men of greater capacity than the 
highly pairl mag-istrates of large towns, who had 
every means of reference at their command. 
To his mind, these outside men were very much 
underpaid, and if any reduction was to be made, 
it should be in the salaries of highly paid magis
trates in large centres of population, and, to 
start at the top, let them commence with tlw 
Police Magistrate of Brisbane. If it was to be 
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done :>t ::tll, let it he geneml; otherwise it would 
be doing injustice to these outside nmgistr:>tes. 
T::tke the Police Magistrate at Amm:>c. He hac! 
. .£300 a-ye:>r :>nd £.'i0 for quarters ; and he 
(Mr. Morehead) had no hesitation in saying 
that it cost that man twice as much to live 
out there tts a man living in Brisbane, or any 
town near the coast ; and at the same time, 
he had much more difficult duties to per
form. If the motion was carried it would inflict 
great hardship on these men. And what, after 
all, waH £3!10 a-year for a poliee nutgistrate in 
one of the outside town;.;? Poliee Inagistrates 
there occupied positions of very great trnst, and 
had to be relied on mnch more than those in 
coa.~tal tnw11s. He wa.~ snre every hon. 1nen1ber 
who had been in the interior would bear him out 
that, if they were to have police magistrates at 
all, £3!)0 a-year was not too mnch for a IW\ll who 
lmd to administer justice in the ontside districts. 
Take the Police l\1agistrate at Aranmc, the first 
on the list; he had been in the service for nry 
many ;rears. 

l\'h. DOUGLAS: He got promotion. 

:Mr. :MOR:EHEAD said he got promotion but 
no increase of salary, and the hon. member ought 
to know that, for it was clone when he was in 
office. If they were to go in for this reduction 
in sahtries of police magistrates, let it l1e done 
upon a percentage-let the £700 be knocked otf 
in that w:>y ; but he decidedly objecte<l to police 
m:>gistrates in Brisbane and other large towns 
receiving £600 and £700 a-yecu' while those at 
Aramac and Tamho were paid only £3:)0. It 
would be grossly unfair, and no one knew it 
better than the h<m. member for Maryboroug·h 
himself. That hem. member knew 'perfectly 
well the difficulty there was in getting suitable 
men to fill 'the position at the present salary. 
Fnfortunately the position of the colony wonl<l 
not admit of paying these men more; unfortu
nately the scattered population of the country 
rendered a large nun1ber of police 1nagi~trates 
an absolute necessity, and if they recluce<l their 
salaries he felt perfectly certain they would not 
get competent men to fill the office. He there
fore hoped the amendment would not be passed. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said there was nothing unf>tir 
in his motion, which would simply have the 
effect of keeping things as they were by knocking 
off these increases, for such practically they 
were. He would point out thccct promotion wtls 
secured and appreciated in this branch of the 
service by officers commencing at a low salary 
of £300 a-year, and gradually working- up to 
£600 or £700. For instance, Mr. Pinnock, the 
senior police magistrate, had served many year;; 
in a subordinate position at Bowen, and ulti
mately he was promoted to Brisbane. Mr. 
Murray, of Warwick, served in the native police 
and was promoted to Clermont, and, being one of 
the oldest police magistrates, was promoted to 
\V::trwick, and in that way he received his clue 
n.rising from long service. He thought they 
were hound, "'s a matter of discipline and 
economy, to ret::tin these outside office' at the 
present rate, certainly at the present time. 
It was true that it might be considerable 
hardship to serve for several years out in the 
hush, but there were other things that com
pensated for that. A man in the bush had 
not to keep such "'n expensive mode of living· 
as in town. His actual expenditure for food 
w:>s no doubt greater·, but there were many 
other additional expenses-call them extrava
gances if they liked-which a man incurred in 
town. His (Mr. Doug-las's) justification for 
his action was this-that the service of police 
rnagistrates \Vas regulated by a systen1 of gra
dation, gradually rising from the lower to the 
higher office, and by granting these increases 

they would be doing :>w:>y with that ancl pl>tcing 
these officers on e<putlity, and at tl1e same time 
they would do mvay with the imlurmnent there 
vv~t:-; for u1en to (lo go{Hl 'un·k-~the prospect of 
heing prouwted in cnn~eque11ce of that good 
work. 

Mr. RUTLEDGE thought it was really unfair 
to suppo,e tlmt men could keep up the dignity 
of police rna,gi~trates on anything less than 
£400 or £:)00 tt-year, especittlly in country towns. 
These rnen ·were expeeted to set n,n exaruple tn 
the rest of the comnmnity in ,11 respects, ttn<l 
unless they had somethiHg like a <lecent salary 
upon "\Yhich to keep up appe~trrtncef.i they 
could not maintain that inclepewlence which 
was absolutely necessary to the dispenslLtion of 
justice or command the respect of their fellow
tmvr"'men. He clicl not consider that the member 
for l\larybornugh ·wns wise in Jn·e:_;.;sing the objec
tion he ha,d rai:-;ed to the increase in the halarieH. 
He quite held with that hon. gentleman that 
the1·e ought to be gnvlations in the service, and 
prize, to which men in the outside district" could 
look forward. It could not be forgotten that 
many year,; had often to be passed in the bush 
before m;,ny of them could hope to lmve pro
motion or incn:ased 8alaries. The larger vortinn 
of them were no doubt destined to rem,in in the 
bush as long as they continued in the sel'l'icP 
-they could not all come to Brisbane, \Varwick, 
~Iaryborongh, or other large towm.;. The:v onght 
to have smnething to encourage then1 to do their 
duty, especiall~, in the far-cli.stant district'. H<' 
should certainly oppose the attempt to lir11it the 
eHtirnate by n, single Hhilling. 

l\lr. STEVEXS said that there was no cmu
pariRon bet\veen the poRition of a police lnagis
trate in the interior and a Civil S{-'rYant in Bris
bane; it cost twice l1S much to liYe in the in
terior. The hon. member who proposed thP 
an1e1uhuent ::;aid this wa:-_; no tilne for l.Jeing extra
vagant. This \\~as not an extravagance; it \Yfh 

si1nply ren1edying an injur;tice. 
Mr. BEATTIE said he did not intend to 

support the nmendment, nml hoped that the 
hon. member woul<l withdraw it. The majority 
of caseH were recent a<lditions, u,nd n great many 
of them were new townshipo. If he was correctly 
infonned, sc_nne of the Iuagistrates were con1-
pellecl to live at public-hmmes, mul he did not 
know of anything more objectionable than that. 
If an extra £ii0 would place them in a position 
to get clear of public-houses in ;;mall country 
places, it would be well spent. If it was a fact 
that through necessity they were compelled to 
do as he had said, it was only doing an act of 
justice to themseh·es and the country to pl::tce 
such gentlemen in a position to get clear of those 
places. Seeing that a large number of police 
magistrates had quarters, it was only fair that 
an allowance should he made to the others. 

Amendment put and negatived. 
Origin::tl question put and passed. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved that 
£30,775 be granted for police s:claries and contin
gencies. The Yote was the same as last year. 

Quer;tion put and passed. 

The COLOXIAL SECHETAllY moved that 
£70,553 be gmnte<l for Executive salaries, &c. 
There had 1Jeen some "'clditions to these items, 
hut the fir"t-cbss inspector;; were the same as 
last year. The second-class sub-inspectors \vere 
reduced by three. The senior-sergeants were 
the same in n1unber, as were the sergea.nts, senior 
constableR, constables, and snpernun1erarieH ; the 
native troopers were reduce<! from 200 to 128. 
'There was a Yote on the Estimates which had ap
peared upon them last year with respect to In
spector Lewis, and he was told th:>t if several 
members who voted against him last year had 
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nnderstoocl the matter they wonlcl not have voted 
aga,im~t hiu1. Atnong~t hi~ ;1therrl.utieK he hurl now 
tofnltil the<luties of Inspector of thelletective De
p~trttnent, whieh in previon:-; ye:tl'H ha,<J had an in
spectorfor itself. The estimate was mther unc1er 
that of last year, and veryconsiclerahl)·nnder that 
of previous years. He had intimatec1last year 
that he intended to reduce the police to this 
><mount, mHl this lm<l been clone; but it was not 
all clone at once, the re<luctinn had to be g-mclual 
'"he .-;tntecl it wnul<l be. Something- would have 
to ],e pnt on the Snpplementary E.,timates to 
tnake np the difference lJetwecH the :-;ahtriet3 Yoted 
for lil,.;t yectr and the number gmdu<tlly reclucec1. 
He believec1 that the police had clone their work 
well, although they were less in nnmber ; l1ut it 
was qnite possible that before the em! of the 
year, from the number of :tpplications he got for 
constables in almost every p:trt of the colony
which he 1nuRt say \Vere son1etitnes 11101-1t unrea
sonable requests for constables \vhere they were 
unt lrttnte(l one bit-he woul<l reqnire a few 
more, bnt they would be very few, he hoped. 

Mr. STUBLl~Y :tsked whether the 52 black 
tracker;-; 1nentioned were part of the 128 troor,er~, 
or if they were :-:eparFLte altogether~ 

The COLOXLAL SECRETA.ltY pointec1 nut 
that the ii:l trackers were put down on the Esti
mates separately. 

Mr. STUHLEY askecl whether they inclnc1ecl 
the bl:tck troopers who ha<l gone down to Vic
toria, :tml were pre;ent at the c:tpture of the 
!(elly gang'? 

l\Ir. G IUI<'FITH thought that the Colonial 
Secretary shouldlmve told the Committee what 
was the natnre of the chan~·e proposer! to be 
intro<luced in connection with the native police. 
The estinmte indicated an evident change in the 
working· of the force. He understood tlutt it hftd 
been decided to attach the fifty-two trackers to the 
service of the white police. It \Yonld be well if 
the Coloni<tl Sen·etary wonld tell the Committee 
the mttnre of the change indic:ttecl in the estimate 
for the police. 

The COLO"'\"IAL Sli;mmTARY said if the 
hem. member h:td looked at the report of the 
Commis·;ioner of Police for the ye:tr, he would 
see tlmt the object was eventtmlly to do away 
with the Native Police Force altogether. It was 
a step in :t <lirection that had been contempl:tted 
for :-;mne tirne, and it was to a.ttach the~e native 
trackers to the white police. l<'or inst,mce, if 
there were two policemen statione<l at an out
side Ktation there would be two or three trackers 
atttLchecl to them. These would be Cjnite dis
tinct from the n<ttive troopers, who would still 
l1e retainetl for senice in the outside districts. 
He hopecl that the black police, as they were 
commnnlv caller!, had ne:trly clone their duty, 
mHl tlmt the GoYernment W<Juld be :tble, gradu
ally, to do a wily with them entirely, and rebin 
native trackers to <Let with the white police, who 
wonld he :thYays in company with them. He 
helie\'ecl they woul<l he a very usefnl force, an< I 
he mts ,.;nppnrte<l in that belief by the Commis
~ioner of Police. 

'Hr. llOFGI,AS: C:tnnot the hon. gentleman 
tE'll ns where these hl:tck police are st<ttioned? 

'rhe COLO::\IAL SECRET ArtY: I think 
the hon. gentlenw.Jl aKks a great deal too much. 
lt iK iiupo;-;.-;ilJle for 1ne to rept•at, fron1 n1emory, 
where these police are stationed. If he wishes 
for a retnrn let him ask for it, <tncl he can h:1ve 
it to-morrow; but it is really too much to suppose 
th:tt I can remember the names of all the black 
police and where they :tre sta.tionecl. 

~Ir. THOHN sairl the h<m. gentlem:tn shoul<l 
be ahle to inform them, and should have all such 
h1fnnua.tinr1 a,t hi:-; fing-~1·s' f"lld~. Tt wafi hi~ 
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duty to he able to tell them the different places 
where the black police were stationed. He 
(J\lr. Thorn) contended that the native police 
were not w<tnted in the Western Districts ; 
they were only wanted on the coast, because 
the bl:tcks elsewhere were pretty well shot clown 
and got rid of. The time had arrived now 
when the services of the black police might 
be "ell dispensed with everywhere in the out
side districts. Long before now the blacks 
onght to have been allowed to go into the 
northern towns. They ought to have been 
let into Cooktown. Two or three years ago 
he did all he could to induce the blacks to 
go in, in or<ler to save bloodshed and expense, 
all the w:ty down the south as far as Townsville, 
where they were let in. There would be no 
horses and blacks killed if the natives were let in 
anrl the officers in charge of the white police did 
their cluty. Besicles, on the ground of humanity 
they should have been let in. Raids were made 
tlaily :tll along the coast, and these would be 
:tvoiclecl if the blacks were let into the towns. If 
the GoYernment had done its duty during the 
last two years the black police would not be 
wanted at the present time. \V ere there no 
black police at VV arrego no\v ? 

Mr. STJ<~VJ<::i'\S: No, not now. 
l\Ir. THOHN said that was because there were 

no blacks there now. At one time, at \V arrego, 
he con!tl not g-et blacks there, and he was in
formed they had all been shot clown by the 
police. The same thing was going on to the 
wc·'t of Hockhampton, where he believed there 
were native blacks still. But the bbck police 
could be got rirl of in the same way as they were 
got rid of in the southern part of the colony. 
He himself was imtrumental in shifting the 
police out of East and West Moreton, and 
the same thing could be clone now in the 
north :tnd north-western part of the colony. 
He hoped the Colonial Secretary would take 
action <tml see that the police officers did their 
duty. It would be a great saving to rec1uce the 
outlay in the northern part of the colony. 

Mr. PERSSE silid he wished the hon. member 
for X orthern Downs would confine himself to 
things he knew something about. The hon. 
member said the native police ought to be done 
away with, ami afterwards said he would only 
ha Ye them in the coast districts; but the hon. 
member h>vl never been in the interior. He 
said he conlc1 not get black boys in the \V arrego ; 
but he (l\lr. Persse) could get plenty there. 
There were hundreds of bovs in that district. 
The hon. member said the black boys ought to 
be done away with in the interior of the colony; 
but to do that would be to do the greatest in
justice ever was done to the blacks. He did not 
say the blacks ought not to be allowed to come 
into Cooktown and Cairns ; but if the black police 
were clone away with in the centre of the colony 
great harm would be the result. The result 
would be the interference of the whites with the 
blacks, which was the cause of :tll the massacres; 
whereas the black police being there would pre
vent the bl:tcks being ill-tre<Lted. The black 
police, properly officerecl, were the best protec
tion to the blacks in the colony. 

l\fr. KIXG said he hoped the Colonial Secre
tary would be prepared to offer compPnsation to 
the settlers in outlying districts for the losses 
they would sustain at the hands of the blacks in 
ca.se theN atiYe Police ~'orce was largely reduced. 
He regretted to hear the Colonial Secretary say 
it w:1s intended to do away with the force, because 
he believed from what he had seen and read that 
the resolution was due in a grea.t measure 
to a spurious agitation ca.used by the pu bli
cation in the Queens/mule>· of some sensational 
;Ht-i.~lf~s ·written hy -<J,highly irn.~ginat.jvB l'epnrter, 
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the greater part of which he (:VIr. King) knew 
to be false. Stories were published which every 
man who had been many years in the colony 
knew to be utterly and entirely false. It was 
very hard that men in outlying districts, who 
even now ran the risk of losing their lives and 
were constantly aware of the necessity of being· 
prepared to defend themselves, were to have the 
small amount of protection the country at pre
sent gave diminished. He held that the duty of 
every man was first to care for his own family 
and race; and it was their duty as a colony first 
of all to protect the whites and afterwards the 
blacks. They should first protect their own 
countrymen who came out at their invitation; 
and they would not be acting fairly if they in
duced people to come to the colony and then 
allowed a few persons~ living safely in Brisbane, 
and exposed to no dangers, and in order to get a 
good name as humanitarians, protectors of the 
blacks, and Exeter Hall adherents generally-to 
surrender them to the blacks instead of protect
ing those immigrants who were occupying out
lying farms in the northern districts. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he 
could assure the hon. member that the ridicu
lous articles in the Queenslander and Cow·im· had 
not had the slightest effect on the preparation of 
the Estimates. It had long been under con
sideration-long before any articles appeared
that the native trackers attached to white police 
would be more useful in many districts of the 
colony than native troopers, as at present ; but 
when he stated that he hoped to do away with 
the black police, he spoke of it as a thing of the 
future. There was no immediate intention of 
doing away with the force, for they could not be 
done without suddenly. If the hon. member for 
Northern Downs had received as many applica
tions as he had for assistance in the way of black 
police he would probably change his opinion; 
and if the hon. member was in one of the outside 
districts, or one of the districts along the northern 
coast, he would be one of the first to make an 
outcry for protection. There was not a mail 
that came from the north or north-west that 
did not bring an application for assistance. In 
some cases the applications were for assistance 
that did not come within the duties of black 
police. It was not their duty to bring in stray 
cattle, for instance. But eYen with legitimate 
applications in view, the force could not be clone 
without at present. The Commissioner of Police, 
however, thought with him that attaching native 
trackers to white police would have a very bene
ficial effect in many portions of the colony. The 
greatest part of the force were now along the 
coast districts, where there were 113 ; in the 
interior there were 73. 

Mr. MORE HEAD said there was some reason 
for alarm, and he held that the hon. member for 
Maryborough (Mr. King) had reason for his 
fears after hearing the Colonial Secretary state 
that not only was he going to reduce the Native 
Police :B'orce, but that he would take care that not 
many more white police were put on. He (:iYir. 
Morehead) maintained that a good many more 
police were wanted. There were townships 
springing up in the interior every month, and 
white police were absolutely necessary ; and 
they would have to be provided. It was all 
very well for the Colonial Secretary to say 
he would be chary, but the police would have 
to be provided. vVith reference to black
fellows, it was all very well to say that they 
should be protected ; but it was a trite saying 
and true, that where the white man appeared 
the black man disappeared. And they all knew 
that the black man had to disappear off the face 
of the earth before the tide of advancing Euro
pean civilisation, if he stood in the way. If the 

black attacked the white man he suffered ten· 
fold, but he wonhl not be molested if he kept 
quiet. It was all very well for quasi-humani
tarians, while they sat a,t ease in their arm-chairs, 
to say it was a shame. They did not consider that 
men had to deal with the blackc; in a rough-and
ready way. There was not an hon. member on 
the other sicle~with the exception, perhttps, of 
the hon. member for JYiaryborough-who knew 
anything about the blacks, and what pioneers had 
to undergo in the first instance. Those hem. mem
bers could afford to philosophise, anrl moralise, 
and be very good. They could be like the Pharisee 
looking up to heaven and thanking God they 
were not as other men were. The men in the 
outlying districts had to fight their way and hold 
their own; and, be<·:1use they did that, they who 
to a great extent made the colony were to be 
held up to contempt and scorn by hon. members 
opposite who were reaping the benefit of their 
trials and sufferings. It was utter rot to talk 
about the outrages on the blacks. Only the 
other day they saw the account of a station 
being stuck np by the blacks, and an unfortu
nate black boy who happened to be friendly 
with the whites was taken out and cut to pieces 
by sa.vages. There was only one 'vay of dealing 
with th,em, and that was hy short, sharp, anrl 
swift reprisals. Leave them alone as long >os 
they left other people alone, hut teach them 
from the outset that they would suffer if they 
committed outrages. No doubt the blacks harl 
suffered great injustice by being hunted down, 
an<l shot, and ill-treated; but in 1mwy cases they 
got only what they richly deserved. The colony 
must have the protection of black police, which 
would be nece'"ary for a considerable number of 
years to come; indeed, he might say that until 
the blacks were brought into thorough subjec
tion so long would the black police be necessary. 
\Vhen that time arrived there would be no 
necessity for them. 

Mr. Rl!TLEDGE said it was possible to in
dulge in a great deal of sentiment while desirous 
of mitigating an eYil, and that by so doing people 
weakened their cause. At the same time, it 
could not be denied that very many strong argu
ments could be employed for the purpose of 
showing good canse \vhy, in a short tirne, the 
native police as an institution should disappear. 
He did not wish to say a word in deprecia
tion of the energy of those men who had gone 
to every point of the compass and subdued 
the wilderness and colonised the interior. All 
honour to those pioneers ! They were deserv
ing of all the protection the Government coulcl 
afford. But it was one thing to say that the 
settlers in the interior should have sufficient 
police protection, and another to say that they 
should have protection of this particular kind. 
The remedy in such a case might be worse than 
the disease. It was a very serious reproach 
to any British community when it could be sai<l 
that, in obedience to the natural law that seemed 
to govern the conduct of invasion, the black man 
must disappear by reason of the violence of the 
white man. 1'\o doubt it was the result of the opera
tion of a natural law that aboriginal races did dis
appear before the advance r,f J~uropean visitation; 
but the secret of that was that the aboriginal 
races were intellectually and in other respects 
inferior. They wet'e ever rt'itdy to imitate the 
vices of the European, and were thus carrier! off 
by diseases and other causes. But he did not 
believe it was a correct way of putting it-that 
they were justified in using violent measures to 
exterminate a.boriginal races in any land. \Yhile 
it was true that the blacks in the interior had 
clone a great deal towards harassing squatters by 
destroying their cattle, and even by taking 
human life, yet a great deal might be said on the 
other side which would make it abundantly clear 
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that those who had gone out and come into con
tact with the blacks had only themselves to 
blame. He found the following paragraph in a 
newspaper the other day, and, as it was short, he 
would read it to hon. members :-

" 'l'he Riverina Herald states that on ~Ionday, 7th 
June, a mob of Queenf;land c~1ttle arrived at I<~chuca for 
trucki1;g to Melbourne. rrrw Urovers in charge of the 
cattle had a diminutive and "\Vonderfnlly agile black 
boy in their compauy, whose presence with them they 
explained. rrhey stated tha.t the~r captured the little 
fcllO\v over the Qneensla.ud border after a long- cha~e. 
His parents followcU the drovers for three da\ s in the 
hope of reg;aining their lost child, and he was tied up at 
night to prevent hi:'! escape. \.Vhen captured he was 
quite destitute of elothi11g-, but a large coat was snpplied 
to him hy the drovers, 1vhieh envclOJled the li.tile fellow 
from head to foot. It C<tnnot he said that he was 
ill-treated, for he was well fed, clothed, anti comfortably 
housed. rrhe youngster was most useful to Uw drover::;, 
mtcl b~v his wonderful aeiivity lie could goo into tlle mob 
of cattle and subdivide them a~ ret1nired, whilst, it' one 
of the wild brute:~ rn~hccl at him, he rtnickly dodged it, 
and \Viih all the agility of an opossnm soon placed 
a substantial obstruction llCtween the lntllo(•k and 
himself. rnw little fellow aceornpanied the stockmen 
to .Jielbon1·ne. He appears to be perfectly happy and 
ltttite reconeiled to his captivity." 

That might be justified by persons who were 
opposed to all humanitarian sentiment, and who 
might say that because this little fellow enjoye<l 
more indulgences and had more to wear than if 
he had been left with his parents he was better 
off; but could it be wondered when "rch an act 
of violence was done that the unfortunate 
parents, who followed the drover for three days 
without recovering their child, should in their 
blindness and rage try to wreak vengeance on 
the first white man they met? This was only 
a sample of the testimony which could be sup
plied to show that in all cases where violence 
had been offered by the blacks to the persons 
and property of Europeans in sheer wantonness 
it had been by way of retaliation for very 
substantial injuries received at the hands of 
white men who ought to have known better. 
He had gone into the library to look at late 
copies of the Queenslnnder, in order to substan
tiate the convictions he had formed upon the 
HUbJect, and what he had read had made it clear 
to him that whatever act.-; of violence had heen 
done by blacks had been the result of prior 
violence by white men who ought to have known 
better. The Colonial Secretary had said that 
what he intended to do in the matter of the 
reduction of the X ative Police :Force was not in 
the least attributable to the articles of the Queens
Inn del". The hon. gentleman would have been 
right in not being influenced by those articles if 
it could be shown that they were all the pro
duction of one pen ; but when he (Mr. Rutledge) 
found communications from all parts of the 
colony, and bearing the signatures of different 
individuals, and evidently written by men of in
telligence, he must come to the conclusion that 
what all these men said must be correct ; and 
when he found, further, that those who wished to 
make the white man's case appear more favour
able, and who took up his defence, were com
pelled to admit that a great deal of violence was 
done by white settlers and the black police, and 
mourned the fact, he was forced to believe that 
in the tale of cruelties committed by the black 
police there was a substratum of truth. It was 
in July and August that a series of communica
tions appeared in the Qucenslanrle>·. One on the 
3rd July had reference to some jocular expressions 
which were employed by the officers in the native 
police in order to get rid of their troopers who 
did not obey orders strictly. A kind of military 
discipline, stricter than tnodern u~age re.cognised, 
was apparently enforced by the native police 
officers for the mamtenance of order, and they 
found that one of the jocula.r ways in which these 
officers spoke of getting rid of disobedient troopers 

was, that they had died of rheumatism-meaning 
that they lay stiff and rigid somewhere, and were 
unable to move about in the discharge of their 
duties. This statement was made by a writer 
who evidently knew what he was talking about. 
He quite admitted that if he got up in his place 
and talked about black men and the cruelties 
committed upon them by the native police merely 
upon his belief he should lay himself open to 
censure for endeavouring to discuss a subject he 
did not understand. But he should be very sorry 
to lay down any law or opinion for the guidance 
of the Committee merely upon a state of facts 
existing in his imagination. He took the facts 
as he found them. On the lOth July he found 
another letter from a different writer. On the 
17th July another communication. On the 24th 
another letter written by a gentleman who 
dated his letter from Natal Downs. On the 7th 
August a communication from a gentleman 
writing from the Lower Herbert, over the 
initials " J. C." On the 11th September a lette1· 
written by :Mr. Spencer Brown, of Townsville. 
These were only a few of the communica
tinnR appearing in the Queenslnnrle1· from gen
tlemen who had made the subject a study. 
One or two stated that they had over twenty 
years' experience, and another, who supplied 
the most harrowing details of cruelties perpe
trated upon the blacks north of Townsville, 
stated that some of them were committed as late 
as 1879. Hon. members could not say that these 
people were ventilating falsehoods-that these 
clouds of witnesses had banded together for the 
purpose of blasting the reputation of the native 
police by representing a state of things which did 
not exist. These were men who stated what 
they knew, and when hon. members found that 
the vractice of black troopers was to disperse 
their native brethren whenever they came 
upon a camp of them, that they used their 
rifles to show their expertness as marksmen, 
they could understand that this kind of deadly 
sport was quite in accordance with the savage 
nature of the black trooper. All the civilisa
tion that he got was to be dressed in a uni
form with red facings and to be obliged to 
obey the orders of his superior, and it was his 
delight and recreation to go out and disperse his 
black brethren. He did not say that they should 
leave the white settlers without police protection, 
but, on the contrary, maintained that if neces
sary they should incur expense to keep up an 
efficient staff of white police. He did not deny 
that the black police had their uses, and their 
proper use was, as the Commissioner of Police 
had reported, to employ them as black trackers. 
They had not their natural passions under con
trol to judge when it was discreet to shoot 
and when it was not. It was only Europeans 
who could be trusted so far ; but when the 
Committee knew that the officers in command 
sent out small detachments of the native police, 
under the command of black subordinates, to dis
perse natives, and knew also that it was their 
constant practice to shoot down indiscriminately 
all blacks who came in their way, he said that to 
employ such an institution for the suppression of 
crime on the part of the blacks was a national 
disgrace. When was this condition of things to 
terminate? The Colonial Secretary said for the 
present the force must be kept up, by which they 
must conclude that when these poor wretches 
had been put down, and when no more were 
left, the black police would be withdrawn. He 
did not say the hon. gentleman meant to con
vey that, but that was the deduction he was 
warranted in drawing from his remarks. ·when 
he found a gentleman who wrote from the neigh
bourhood of the Gulf of Carpentaria-the gentle
man wrote under a nom de plume-did the hon. 
members who opposed this view wish him or any 
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hon. member to believe that the editor of the 
(J'ueenslamde?' had been guilty of writing these 
letters himself, or that he allowed gentleme~1 in 
Brisbane to write these things under varwus 
signatures? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Yes. 

Mr. RUTL.EDGE said he did not form so low 
an estimate of the Press. The Press had its 
fault8 but he did not believe that the editor of 
any p~per in the colony would admit letters signed 
as the communications were to which he had 
referred, and purporting to come from certain 
localities, and in that way impose upon the cre
dulity of the public. He knew that the Qneens
lundm· and other weekly journals were circulated 
throughout the colony,'and he was justified in be
lievinrr that the statements in the (Jnennlanda 
were the honest productions that they purported 
to be. One statement of the gentleman who wrote 
from the neighbourhood of the Uulf of Carpentaria 
was that for the four years-from 18G4 to lSGS
he had the full benefit of the protection of the 
black police, and during that time he found him
self continually harassed, some robbery was 
always going on, and his loRs of sheep and cattle 
amounted to £200 yearly. There was constant 
turmoil. He applied to the authorities for the 
removal of the black troopers, aJHl at once the 
state of things describetl ceased, and, so far from 
being a sufferer to the extent of £200 a-year, he 
found that he was able to utilise the blacks who 
were formerly a nuisance. Until hon. members 
who disagreed with him could show him that those 
who profe.;sed to be defenders of tbe system of 
black police were guilty of complicity with those 
who made the broadest accusations against it, he 
was perfectly justified in assuming· tlmt these 
statements were made by witnesses of truth. 
:Many of those who defen<lecl the system stated 
the same thing as those who opposed it ; and he 
would ask, leaving on one side all the barbarities, 
the recital of which made one's blood. run cold, 
whether they should not concur in stating that 
thfs was a condition of things which should not 
exist. He rose for the purpose of ]IOinting 
out to the Colonial Secretary the absolute ne
cessity there was for employing a lloyal com
Inission, or cornmission of so1ne kind, for the 
purpose of investigating the whole f[Uestion. 
'£hat was a heavy blot upon the fame of the 
colony, and it should either he disproved or 
atonement should be made for the wrong clone. 
In Sonth Australia efforts were being made to 
alleviate the miserable condition of the )Jlacb, 
and the action of that colony contraste<l \'ery 
forcibly with the method of doing things adopted 
in this colony, where not only cli<l many of the 
settlers use the form of violence which the para
graph in f[Uestion referred to, hut the duly con
stituted authorities went out and slaughtered the 
blacks. It was due to the other colonies that it 
should be shown that these statements were 
libels on the colony. If true, they conl<l be 
proved; if false, let them be disproved to the 
whole colony. The sooner that was done the 
sooner would the country be purged from a very 
foul reproach. The .Minister for v\T arks, last 
year, in very forcible language d,·scanterl on the 
state of things revealed in the report of the Com
missioner of .Police-how the blacks were hunted 
from the coast to the table lands, and from the 
table lands to the coast, and how they were forced 
to prey upon cattle on account of their natural 
means of subsistence having been destroyed, 
and were then ruthlessly shot down. He endorsed 
everv word spoken by the .Minister for '\Vorks on 
that" occasion ; a!Hl he maintained that it was the 
duty of the Government, in the interest of the 
honour of this country, to appoint a commission 
to investigate the whole r1uestion of the nat~ve 
polic~. If thB force W;l.!S to b!3 done f\ '\.V;J,y Wlth 

immediately, there would.. be. no rwcessity !or a 
con1n1iRsion, except to v1nch~ate the nat1m~al 
character; bnt if, nR the Cnlmua] gecretary RaHl, 
it was not to be done away with immediate!:-·, 
such a commission woulcl have a twofold object 
-the vindication of the national character aml 
the prevention of such abuses as w:re ~miver
sally acknowledged to exist, though m chfferent 
degrees. 

Mr. AJ~OHER said in the cliscu,sion of this 
f[Uestion passion had been aroused on both sides, 
and it was prob:tble that the truth lay very rm~ch 
in the middle. Some of the shtternents winch 
had appe'Lred lately about the blacks were false. 
In some cctses it was true that the blacks ha<l 
been badlv treatetl, but the htm, member, in his 
ignorance "and not by design, had stated what 
was without fmmdatinn. He (J'vfr. Archer) knew 
cases in which the blacks "·ithout any provoca
tion had committed unwarranbble harlmrities. 
Sorr1e time n_,u·o a lWUl nan1ed \VillK paK~ed the :-:ta
tion npon w!Jch he (Mr. Archer)thenre.-<idecl, tak 
ino· sheep to a new station heymHl Springsun• 
called Cullinlaringo. He asked \vhether the blacks 
had u-iven much trouble, and was told that there 
had ~ot been much fighting, but it was hard to 
prevent then1 frmn killing. ~tran~ers and. Rheep. 
The l1lacks were then capltal fnends vnth the 
people on his (Mr. Archer's) s~ation, lmt were 
dangerous to strangerK. }"'or 1nstance, a. n:nH 
named Elliott, who camper! abont four nnles 
from the station where no blacks htt<l been seen, 
\VB$ attacked in the night tilne, son1e of hi;.; n1c11 
beino- killed ancl himself injuretl. ·wills l""'"''d 
to the we•;twarcl allll tolci the people on thr· 
station that he was not going to take half tlw 
trouble, because he was f[Hite sure he ~honld he 
able to nmnage the blacks by treatmg .them 
kindlv. His method of treating them km<ll,· 
was t;, allow them to come to the station with 
a-rms, feed then1 \vith flour, tea, a.nd sugar, 
which they had not seen before, and not. allow 
his shepherds to ~strry arms; and he c:cn1ed on 
that method until one fine afternoon the blaclcs 
carne·upon the1n and kil1et1 every n1an, wontau, 
and child-seventeen persons in all. That was 
the resnlt of treating the blacks, not as stranger", 
but as his own chilrlren. He stated this, not 
because he did not believe tlmt a great deal of 
injury had l1een done to the blacks, .but believin,g 
there had beenmistaJzes on both SHles. In th'" 
case no white people had been settled there lw
fore mHl the hlacks bad harl everything they 
wm;ted. The" onlv man who escaped was \Yills" 
son, wbo did not' happen to J,e at hmnf' at tlw 
time. He (Mr. Archer) haclne,-er been exl'osed 
to any personal danger fron1 theru : they never 
attaci<ed the people on his statioll, lmt they had 
often a,ttacked stranger:'-! who had <lo11e thf'ni 110 

hann. It wa~ a great n1istake tn r-:nppnRe that 
no outrages had been cmntnitted exc~pt in reY~.ugt~ 
for other mnrrlers, At the same tm1e, he (.'\h, 
Archer) was perfectly satisfied that there were "· 
great nmny police officer~ ;d1o had been perfect 
brutes, and the Colonial :'\e'cretary knew that 
also. 

The COLOKIAL SECRETARY: Hear, 
hem'. 

J\Ir. ARCHER said hon. members were llow 
reo·arding the different sides of the shiehl; hnll. 
m~rnber~ on the Oppositioll sicle believed the 
blacks hacl never clone any hanu, a1ul hou. Ulf'lll

bers on the Government side believed that the 
police officers h>tcl never clone any harm. 

HoNOCRABLE MlmBJms on the 0PPOSIT!OX 
RrnE: Xo, no! 

Mr. AHCHEH "tiel he could deliber>ttel:v state 
that in some cases it was utterly in1po,;sible t<> 
take posseRsion of new country, ho\vever kinLlly 
the blacks miuht be treated, without recourse to 
violenCAi ~rh~re "\V~t~ not the ~light':''~t rlonht tlw.t 
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there were police officer;; that were a disgrace to 
the nation that produced them. l\1ost of the 
stories which had been told were exaggemted
a grea,t many of those which had appeared in the 
(Jncen::;{a,nder were false, and n1auy were not true 
as Rtated. A great ma,ny \Vere inventions, a.nd 
nu.tny rnore were exaggeraterl. He could Hpeak 
with confident knowledge that his nawe wa,; not 
connected with any harsh treatment of the blacks. 
The remedy did not lay in the appointment 
of a ltoyal commis,;ion, nor in the withdrawal of 
police protection from the outside settlers. The 
proper remedy wa,; for the Colonial Secretary to 
keep his ear,; open and di,;miss every officer whom 
he saw wa:; not fit to be entrusted with the com
umncl of Iuen. He had kno\vn n1en who \Vere a 
disgrace to the force, and smne who would be a 
credit to any force-men who would never allow 
their troopers to commit depredations or disperse 
the blacks, and who caused the peace to be kept. 
Some of them would shoot blacks simply becmme 
they were blackfellow,;; aml the Colonial Secretary 
a~ head of the force ought to inquire into such 
cases, and where the officer could not dear himself 
from the clmrge dismbs the offender aml appoint 
<L umn who could be depended upon in his place. 
To suppose tlmt all the frightful stories of black 
tracker1:l were true would be a great rni:..;ta,ke, 
itml it would be >en equally great mist«ke to 
lJelieve that the blacks <lid not kill, not from 
rnotives of revenge, but in order to renrove 
8tntngers who cmne into their places. The lJebt 
plan would be to let the Colonial Secretary make 
the officers understand that if they exceeded 
their duty they would be dismi,;se<l and brought 
to disgrace; hut not to <leprive the outside. set
tler of the ttdvantng·e of police protection. Only 
lmlf-truths had lJeen tolcl on both the defensive 
and the accusative sides of the CJ.Uestion. 

\Ir. KIXC~ wishe<l to state, in an,;wer to the 
hon. member for Bbckall, that he ha<l never 
stated that the black police were entirely in the 
right. Could it be maintained that because out
ra.t;es were cert::tin to be con1n1itted a.fter a \var wax 
lJegun, therefore a just war wa::; not to be foug-ht? 
\\'hen outrages hnd lleen committed, was the 
colony to sncrifice its own people for fettr that if 
war were waged other outragm; u1ight he conl
mitted by tho:;e whom the colony might employ"? 
;-.;uch a thing waH ab:;.;urd. He was sornewhat 
;;nrprised at the hon. member (::VIr. Hutledge), 
who ~tated that, having a certain conviction, he 
went into the library to look up mttterial to 
corrobomte that conviction, and found them. 
Had the hon. member never heard of a penny-a
liner ? He brought forw::ud a paragraph frmu a 
paper published in New South \Vales, in which 
a w<m<lerful story ttbout a black hoy being kid
napped "as very ttrtisticttlly worked up. Did he 
not know tha,t there were men who woul<l be 
happy to write that for five shillings, even if 
there was not a bbckfellow within fifty miles of 
then1 '! 'fhen the hon. 111e1nber hrong-ht np 
about half-a-dozen anonymous letters, and cal!e,l 
them a cluml of witnesses. ;'\ut one of them had 
a Kignatnre. 

:!\lr. DOU(;LAS: One, at least, was signee!. 
'fhe COLO::\IAL SECRETARY: Name the 

writer. 
J\Ir. KIXG said that he ha<l been tohl by a 

friend of the writer that one of them "'"S 
written to hoax the QueendandcJ", and tlutt the 
editor fell into the snare aml inserted it. The 
hon. men1ber, as a la.\"vyer, onght tn know better 
the value of such testimonv. lf the hon. mem
ber wanted to brint; char:ges he ought to have 
gone back to the origin of the black police, when 
H..obin~on Cntsoe and hiK runn l1'ri(hvv went ont 
together tu kill blacks. That story ,;,as quite as 
authentic, and it httr.l the merit of being more in
teresting aml amusing. The argument of the hon. 

member went to show how murderous was the 
disposition of the people outside Brisbane, and 
how kind-hearted were those within. He drew 
a comparison between the brutal settler in the 
country and merciful people in the towns. If 
anything, the people inside were, in his opinion, 
worse than the country people. Those who cttme 
first ttnd opene'l up the country incurred all the 
dangers that were inseparable from first occupa
tion, whereas the others came after like camp
followers, getting nearly ttll the profits and 
benefits resulting from the labours of those who 
had done the work of pioneering. The hon. 
member who talked about those stories-all more 
or less apocryphal-that have appeared in the 
(Jueens/andeJ·, must have heard, if he had been 
ttny length of time in the colony, some sad stories 
of white families massacred ; but not tt single 
word clid the hon. member say about that. In 
the conflict between mces that must take place 
in every newly settled country it was clearly the 
duty of the Government to protect its own 
people. 

:\Ir. DUL"GLAS s:tid he had listened with 
some regret to the speech just made by his hon. 
colleague. He could to some extent sympathise 
with the hon. member, yet he believed that he 
hn<l arrived at ''Tong conclusiont-3. He quite 
agreed with the hon. member that where there 
"a;; a war such as existed between the whites and 
the blacks they must look forward to the even
tual extinction -of the weaker race. That might 
be admitted on all hm1ds without the imputation 
being made ag"inst the towns people that they 
spoke of the country settlers tts brutal. They 
did not speak of them in that way. Tt was not 
nece~t:\a,ry to 111ake any distinction between the 
"lmttal conntry settlers" aml the "mild merci
ful dwellers in town." The hon. member for 
l~noggera did not ruake t1.ny ::;uch diHtinctiun. 

::\lr. \VELD-BLC"::\1JELL: 'rhe whole tone 
of his sveech was in that direction. 

::\[r. DOU(~LAS s<eid that did not strike him 
a:-; being the tone of the hon. Inember's Rpeech. 
:Fortunately, he had never been personally con
cerned in any of the massacres, but he httd been 
in districts where the most awful massacres had 
been committed. The blacks had killed white 
people in the most atrocious and brutttl wtty, and, 
on the other hand, the whites had killed blacks 
in the most brutal, atrocious, and cowardly way 
-they had been even more cowardly than the 
blacks, considering that they were the stronger 
power. 

l\Ir. \VELD-BLUNDELL: And more treach· 
erous? 

l\Ir. DOUC~LAS believe<! that they had been 
more treacherous than the bhteks-they had 
been terribly treacherous. Hec,mt instances had 
been reported which woulc! substantiate tlmt 
statement. His opinion ttbout the Xative Police 
Force \va:; that it was neither one thing nor 
another. They were acting under ch·il law, 
altlwu:-;·h (1uartered in an enerny's country, and 
wlutt could be expected? The original intention 
was that the force should be kept in training 
and be maintained for the purpose of executing 
warrants, ttml in virtue of the execution of those 
"arrants they th;ed to disperse trihEs by firing· 
among-st them. Under martial law that might be 
perfectly justifinble, bnt certainly it was not justi
fial>le under civil lmv. It w>es an unfortunate 
thing that the force occnpied such an anomalous 
l"'sition, hecanse officers and men did things which 
had no :;anction, either in civil or in rnilitary la\v, 
That seemed to lutve been the defect of the force 
thl'oughont. _.'_\ solrlier in connnand of a hocly of 
men \muld treat 'm enemy in a different wtty to 
what a policeman did. The officers of the 
native police were not justified under the 
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civil law in acting as they did, and they did not 
exercise that discretion which military law de
manded. He heard with some satisfaction the 
statement of the Colonial Secretary that the pre
sent reduction in the force indicated its probable 
final extinction before long, but he regretted to 
hear the hon. gentleman explain subsequently 
that the force could only be disbanded gradually, 
and that it must be maintainerl in its present 
condition. That was the point on which he 
closed with the hon. gentleman-he thought the 
force ought not to be continued in its present 
condition. '!.'he time had arrived, and evidence 
had accumulated to such an extent as to warrant 
them in doing so, when they might fairly make 
that demand. He could not view the statements 
made in the public Press in the same light as his 
hon. colleague did. He did not believe that they 
were the productions of penny-a-liners-he be
lieved they were substantially backed up by evi
dence. He knew of his own knowledge that such 
deeds as were spoken of occurred in the old 
times, and he believed there was sufficient evi
dence accumulating to prove that they were 
being perpetrated now. As the hon. member 
(Mr. Rutledge) put it, they could not avoid put
ting the statements to the proof. For the honour 
of the country they must be disproved, and 
if they were not disproved the force must 
be abolished. He quite admitted that they 
must have a force, and probably a force com
posed of whites and blacks would be better 
than one composed almost exclusively of blacks. 
Although there were officers attacherl to the 
black contingent, the cruel butchering work was 
done very often without the knowledge of the 
officers. He believed that there had been some 
admirable officers connected with the force. 
Walker and J.\;Iun·ay, for instance, acted as pro
tectors of the blacks in the districts in which 
they were located, although they were native 
police officers. It seemed a curious thing to say 
that a man who was in the midst of enemies and 
who sometimes had to shoot them down could be 
their protectors, but it had existed, and with a 
strong, decided, just man, it might still he made 
to exist. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN : We know all about 
Walker and Murray. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said perhaps the hon. mem
ber heard only about the worst side of their 
character. Taken altogether he believed they 
were better officers than many who were sub
sequently appointed ; they were much more 
humane than another officer whom he could 
name-a man who was a most inhuman, brutal 
butcher. In the correspondence which his hon. 
colleague thought so little of there had been 
made statements which the Colonial Secretary 
and the Attorney-General ought to take notice 
of. The statements were backed up by evidence 
of a certain kind, and they were deliberately 
made. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: What are 
they? Anonymous letters ? 

Mr. DOUGLAS said they were not, but there 
was plenty of information contained in anony
mous letters which could be made valuable if the 
hon. gentleman chose to make it so. There 
was a letter in the QueenJSlandeJ' of the 26th 
of June, signed ".Tames Cassady," and dated 
'' Ingham, Lower Herbert, June 11." 

Mr. PERSSE : He was about as cruel a man 
as ever had anything to do with the blach. He 
used to flog them with bullock-whips. He has 
been known to flog a poor gin with a bullock
whi]J. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said it would be desirable to 
know if that were true. He knew nothing about 
Mr. Cassady, but he was challenged to produce a 

letter which was not anonymous. l'vir. Cassndy's 
letter was as follows :-

"Your r.ower IIerbert correspondent of the 15th 
ultimo evidentlY ·writes "·it.h a desire to contradict the 
truth when he ::.1:atcs that he has been a resident on t.he 
river for many yem·s and never heard of a bluek gin 
having been shot or burnt in the district I will not 
trespass on your columns by going i11to detail ; bnt with 
your permi~'3iun will inform yonr correspondent that ~L 
fm.v yea1·s af!:O a. sub-inspector ot' native police was dis
missed from the service i'or the shooting and burning of 
a gin named Kassey on J.Ir. Cudmore's selection near the 
public road. Lower IIerlJcrt-not the IIcrbert RiYer out 
·west. A few daYs after this outrage occurred the 
I}remier of this co'iony visited. the I.mver Herbert, and 
the matter was brought before that hon gentleman's 
notice. I could mention other cases of this kind if 
your corresiJOndent is not satisfied wlth the above." 

Another letter, dated "Lower Herbert, ,July 
23," which appeared in the Queenslande1· of 
August 7, was signed ",J. C.," which he took to 
be the initials of J\1 r. C';1osady, and there were 
statements in that which called for the Colonial 
Secretary's direct interference. He did not 
know who was the Premier referred to in Il1r. 
Cassady's letter, but nevertheless there was the 
fact that the place was vioited by tt Premier at 
some time, and that he took cognizance of some 
charge which Cassady reporterl, the result being 
that a native police officer was dismissed. 

The COLO~IAL S.ECEETAHY: James 
Cassady never reported one r•ase. 

Mr. DOt:GLAS kaid in the letter signed 
'' J. C." crhnes ·were rnentioncd "\vhich he con
sidered nothing more nor less than cold-Hoorled 
murders, committed in the presence of white 
people. In common justice the statements de
manded attention. It was nece'•sary that the 
question shoulcl he settler] one way or another. 
It was all very well to talk of the extinction of 
the black race-whether they deserved to be ex
tinguished or not was another question; but it 
seemed to him that they would have a good hold 
of the country up north for more than another 
generation. On the western and north-western 
coasts of the Continent a very different treatment 
of the blacks was adopted. Both in \V estem and 
South Australia they were utilised. In \Vestem 
Australia they looked to the employment of the 
blacks as a means of developing their induo
tries ; and if anyone doubted what he said 
he would ask them to refer to an article by 
lYir. Charles Harper in the Victorian Rtciew. 
IIIr. Harper contrasted the condition of the 
natives of \V estern Australia with that of the 
natives of Eastern Australia, and pointed out, 
as an inducement for people to go to vV estern 
Australia, that the blacks were there employed 
as shepherds and pearl-fishers, and in every 
industry to which European enterprise was ap
]Jlied. Here was an altogether new factor in 
the relations between black and white. If, in
stead of shooting the blacks down, they could 
make them industrious, and show them that 
they gained something by submitting to them 
--if they applied such a system resolutely and 
determinedly-they could not fail to reap great 
benefit. Look even at the results of attempted 
civilisation at Mackav. The efforts made there 
by the late Government in the direction of 
teaching and civilising the blacks-not from 
an extra superfine humanitarian point of view, 
such as that spoken of by some hon. members op
posite, bnt from a sensible, practical point of view 
-had been instrumental in making the blacks 
available, to a great extent, for labour purposes. 
Through the exertions of J.\;lr. Bridgman, a reserve 
was made and a school was built. lYir. Bridgman 
entered upon a work which not only entitled him 
to the thanks of the blacks, hut to the thanks 
also of his fellow-colonists for whom he en
deavoured to make black labour available. 
But what did the present Government do? They 
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upset all that had been done. They abolished 
the Commission and sold the reserve; ttnd 
these steps, it must be admitted, were some
what disheartening, when a con1mencen1ent 
had been made in a movement which would 
in all probability have extended its beneficial 
influence throughout the whole of the north
ern district. But in spite of these retrogres
sive measures the aboriginals in the Mackay 
district had been found of great service to set
tlers. If anyone doubted what he said upon 
that point he would ask them to refer to an 
article which appeared in the Queenslctnde1· of 
June 5th, the writer of which related that, 
although the nction of the Colonial Secretary 
had practically dispersed the blacks, some of 
them had been collected together, and em
ployment among the settlers had been pro
Clued for them. They coul<l not go on in this 
brutal way-shooting down blacks wherever 
they met them. That must be stopped at all 
hazards. It must be stopped by passing such 
bws as would bring the aboriginal within 
the sphere of something like transitional civilisa
tion. That could and ought to he clone. The 
abolition and reconstitution upon an entirely 
different basis of the Native Police Force must 
form part of any scheme by which the blacks 
would be placed in a position similar to that of 
the blacks of \Ve,tern Australia. It was a mis
take to suppose that the blacks upon the 
no:-thern and north-eastern cm'"ts were not 
still numerous. Some time must elapse before 
they would be completely obliterated. In the 
meantime, let them make the hest possible use of 
them, and, :1s far as possible, ameliorate their 
present misemble condition. 'fheir present 
mode of dealing with the blacks could not 
he justified in open warfare. vVhat was more 
abominable than the practice of allowing pri. 
soners to escape, and then shooting them 
down? This was a common practice in the 
treatment of the blacks. It could be proved by 
evidence, if a Royal commission were appointed. 
Not only ought a commission to be appointed, 
but the Commissioners should be em powered to 
grant an indernnity to witnesses, as in the case of 
the Royal commission upon the Sheffield Cut
leries. They should either prove that they 
were wronged by the statements which had 
been made, or fully expose a state of things 
which ougbt immediately to be stopped. He 
hoped the Colonial Secretary would give the 
Committee an assurance that something of that 
kind would be done. They not only rerruired 
to gradually abolish the Native Police :Force, 
but to consider in what \\ay they could deal 
with the blacks so as to render them of 
use to settlers. They ought to . found their 
administration in this direction upon principles 
of humanity more in accordance with modern 
civilisation than those which they at present 
applied. He believed their present system was 
as inhuman and uncivilised as any similar system 
in any other part of the world. Doubtless they 
could completely obliterate the aboriginals if they 
chose to do so ; but it was not to their interest 
to do so. Let them protect the outside settlers 
by the best means in their power-by a black 
force, by a white force, or by a black and white 
force combined. He did not advocate tbe aboli
tion of the Nati\·e Police :Force upon economical 
grounds. He would not object to the spending 
of more money if it were necessary; but let the 
force upon which the money was expended 
be a force of which the colony would not he 
ashamed. 

l\'Ir. HAMILTON did not think any exception 
could be taken to the native troopers on the score 
of efficiency or econmny ; nor did he agree, 
seeing that their outside settlers stood in need of 
protection, in the proposals for a diminution of 

the force. The objectionable feature in the ser
vice was the manner in which it was o:fficered. 
He did not mean to say that there we"J€ not good 
officers, but some men who were a disgrace to 
the service-who had brought discredit upon 
Queensland-had crept into the force. There 
were men in the force whose careers were long 
records of crime sanctioned by the Government, 
and virtually by the people of the colony. 
These men had committed murders which were 
unparalleled in the records of the Bulgarian atro
cities, at which tbey had then held up their hands 
in such borror. They were pa1·ticeps c1·iminis to 
crimes quite as revolting as the Bulgarian atroci
ties; and they could not plead ignorance of the 
fact, because the frightful narratives had been 
placerl before them, not only in tbe Press, hut in 
the House, and in other ways. It was incumbent 
upon them for honour's sake to take some action 
in the matter. In many cases where steps were 
taken for protection of their countrymen the ob
ject was defeated by the appointment of men 
unfit fur the service-totally unfit to be invested 
with the power of life or death. He knew of 
such men who went patrolling through the 
country shooting the unfortunate blacks where
ever they met them. It was perfectly immaterial 
to them whether or not those whom they shot 
were guilty of crime. Was it surprising, under 
these circumstances, that the blacks, in sheer des
peration, should retaliate? The hon. member for 
Blaclmll described the statements of the hon. 
member for Enoggera (Mr. Rutledge) ns false. 

2\Ir. ARCHEH: I did not. 
:Mr. HAMILTOX : I took down the word at 

the time, because I was surprised at its use. 
The COLONIAL SECRETARY : He said 

the statements in the newspapers were false. 
Mr. HAMILTON said that he could, at any 

rate, giYe one or two instances in support of his 
contention. He knew of an officer who was 
appointed to make a track from an inland place 
to a port. He came across blackfellows and shot 
two of them down without the slightest provo
cation. 

AN HoNOUHABLE lYIE>IBJm : Did you see it? 
Mr. HAMILTON said he did not; but he 

could bring forward witnesses in support of any 
statement he had made. No wbite man had been 
to the place he had mentioned; but shortly after
wards, when white men went there, the blacks 
washed out the debt of vengeance in the blood of 
unoffending men. The men who committed the 
atrocity went free, and the innocent suffered-or, 
in other words, the very men who were sent out 
to protect the white men were the cause of their 
murder. Again, on the advent of a party of 
white prospectors to a part of the country far 
removed from settlement, they came across some 
blacks who made hostile demonstrations. Some 
of the whites levelled their rifles, hut better 
counsels prevailed, nncl they made signs of 
amity, which were at once reciprocated by the 
blacks. The whites remained there several 
months, during which time they were never 
molested. They lost not a hoof, although the 
traces of the blacks were discovered side 
by side with those of the horses. After 
a time the officer of whom he had already 
spoken came to the place, ostensibly to protect 
the white men, and shortly after his advent 
horses were speared, reprisals took place, and 
blackfellows were shot. After one outrage by 
the blacks that officer went on their tracks, re• 
mained away two days, and on returning brought 
back a number of spears, and said he had taught 
them a severe lesson. He (Mr. Hamilton) knew 
everyone connected with the affair. A person 
whom he knew well wished to increase the 
severity of the lesson, and, knowing that the 
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blacks would return on their tracks to dis
pose of their dead, he followed the well de
fined tracks of the officer until he reached 
the camp, and found that the only retribution 
the officer had exacted for the outrage wus the 
dead bodies of two gins who had been murdered ; 
and there was the testimony of the officer's foot
steps that he himself had committed the murders. 
No other white man had been in the camp, and 
there was a certain peculiarity about the foot
steps that was unmistakable. Tlmt was the 
way the blacks were civilised and the police 
officers protected the whites. It was unneces
sary to mention more cases. He had said suffi
cient to show that the black troopers were less 
culpable than the men under whom they acted. 
He was willing to take upon himself the onus of 
any statements he had made, and could bring 
witnesses bo prove them. If the statements were 
not borne out they would recoil upon himself. 
The hon. member (Mr. "~r·cher) made a remark 
about "\Vills and seventeen white men ]Jeing 
killed by blacks; but the !Jlacks acted us whites 
would do under similur circumstances. "\Vhen 
white men were shot, and troopers went out to 
make reprisals, they did not look for the people 
who committed the deed, but shot the first black
fellows they saw. Some time before the last 
case about thirty-six men were shot in a water
hole. One of the men concerned in the massacre 
showed him iifteen notches on the butt of his 
1·ifle which he said was the number of men he 
had shot on the occasion. There was a man 
called "King Twopenny" living in the Bay, 'vho 
wore a medal for having saved the lives of white 
shipwrecked sailors at the risk of his own. 
\Vhere was that man's son? Shot by one of the 
inopectors of police. He believed with the lwn. 
member (i\lr. Douglas) that a Royal co1mni'"ion 
should be appointed and immunity given to wit
nesses; rnany would he glad to gi Ye eviLlence, but 
were restrained by their knowledge tlmt if they 
were even to give infonnation to civilian~ at the 
present time it would he the knell of their dis
missal. 

Mr. SIM:PSON said that on this question 
there were no doubt faults on both sides. \V hen 
such extraordinary statements were made '" 
those uttered by the last spettker, he could not 
but ask himself why did not the hon. memher 
give information which would lead to the punish
ment of those murderers? If he (Mr. Simp,on) 
knew a man to be a murderer, he should cer
tainly give information to the police as soon as 
possible. If one-half what the hon. member said 
was true~and he said he could prove it~he 
ought to go before the Colonial Secretary aud 
prove it at once, so that the perpetrator,; might 
he hanged ; in fact, the hon. member ought to 
be made to prove it insten,cl of coming forward 
with vague tulle In the outside districts the 
black troopers were a necessary evil. They 
could not be clone without ; but it \vas the tlutv 
of the Colonial Secretary, as far us possihle, t(, 
see that the evil was reduced to the smallest 
dimensions possible. If the man who nnmlered 
fifteen blacks and boasted of it could be funnel, 
and the charge brought home to him, he ought to 
hang as high as Hamun. 

Mr. HAMILTON said he should be ,·ery 
happy to give evidence before u Hoyal commis
sion, if indemnity was given to the other wit
nesses. 

:Mr. SI:VlPSON said that if the hon. member 
knew that the murders had been cmnmittecl, he 
ought not to wait for u ltoyal cmmnissiou, but 
volunteer his evidence. 

1\Ir. THOMPSOX said this was a perfectly 
new departure. They had previously been rail
ing at anonymous statements in the Pres><. 1'\ow 
they had the word, which they were bouml to 

respect, of an hem. member. It wus a matter of 
such importance as to justify the most serious 
consideration. "\Vheu he had spoken on thi,; 
subject before he had alw:tys been met b.v the 
same argument that lHtd been used to-night, 
that the townspeople were as much to blame 
as those in the country. He fully admitted 
it~the nution was to blame. From the first 
time he sat in the House till the present he had 
never he,ituted to express his conviction that the 
whites, being the stronger race, t-ihould lJe lllerci
ful towanb the blacks. His first experience of 
atrocitiet:l to\\rarcb the hlack~ wets very soon afte1· 
his arrivul in the colony, \1 hen tt lot of Llackn 
were shot in the neig·hbourhood of Ipswich with
out uny reasonable justification. At that late 
hour, he would sug-gest that the Chairman be 
atiked to report progret~.':l, and oUtuin lNtYe to sit 
again. 

Mr. PEltSSJ<~ said he hccrl hac! as lJJHch 
eXIJerieuce, perhaps, an1oug black/:) a~ the hun. 
rne1nber for U-yrnpie. He lutd lJeen seYenteen 
yeurs in the colony, lmd heen as far west a>< 
any man in the House, and had never shot 
at a blackfellow or had a hlackfelluw shot 
for him. :!'< o blackfellow had ever beeJJ shot 
on his station, >tlthoug·h he lmd been seven 
years between the Diamantina an<! the Thomp
son Hivers, simply lJecanse he ha<l tal<en the 
precaution not to ullow blacks and whites to 
rningle too freely. There ,,-ere hou. nwruber.s 
present who had been in the House almost since 
t-lep<Lration; they had ;.,een tho~e outrnges cmu
mittetl, am! yet they had not tuken the slightest 
trouble to find a remedy until the blacl<s wers 
clestroye<l, auclnow they called font Hoyal com
rni:-;.-;ion, \Yhich would )Je of no Utie whatever. 
\Vhat was wanted was a disciplined force of 
whites and blacks, headed I 'Y properly ]laid 
officers. There shonhl l)e a.n inspector, ~nb
inspector, r;ergea,nt, nntl cnm.;table, and ten or 
eleven trooper~ in each <letachment. \Vith wch 
u force it would l1e to the interest of the 
officer;; to ;;ee that jn:-:tice \va;-; done to the 
blacb. At present far from the best men were 
employed in the force, and he did not know 
where they were to iind men who would see fair
play to the bhtclcs oH £125 a-year. Let the 
force be properly disciplined und the puy good, 
and then even-handed justice would he deult 
nut. During hil-i long experience he had never 
hea1·d of such charges as those :;tatecl by the hon. 
1118111ber for Gy1npie, and he did not give the 
smallest credence to them. Did the hon. member 
know those things 11f his own kno·wledge? ..(_:\_s 
to the articles in the Quenzdunde?·, he iinnly 
believed, and could almost state it as u fact, that 
the man who wrote them \Yas paid £3 an nrticle, 
and did not c:u·e \;;hat he ~aid. rrhe onlY HH11l 

who attacked the native police and signed hi' 
nanw to hicl letters \Yas 1\[r. CasHady, \Vho, as 
wa,s well known, lived with gins, and shot down 
hlucks unmercifully. 

Mr. THO.:YIPSOX cleniecl that he had ne,·er 
done anything for the blucks. The first of the 
atrocities that he kuew of wa.s the Fassifern 
murder. The ),,,, tried to interfere, but clidnot 
succeed. That he hud clone nothing for the 
blacks, as st,tted by the hon. member, he denier!. 

Mr. PEHSSE said that what he stated was 
that the h!m. member had done nothing to bring 
a.bout an alteration of thing;; as regarded the 
lJlack police. 

Mr. HA:i\llLTOX said that whut the hon. 
111e1nLer for :Fa;:;~ifern h~td ;;tated in regard to 
the writer of the articles in the Queenolander was 
in .son1e respect:-; untrue--he said that the ruen 
"·ho \Vrote tho:-:;e article..; were pa,ic1 £3 a-piece for 
thelll, >ewl that he knew that ''" it fact. 

::\lr. PEESSE "'id that \\·hat he stated was 
that he knew one wan had received thttt amount. 
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Mr. HAMILTOX said that, as regarded the 
remarks of the hon. member for llalby, that hon. 
member muot know that it was very difficult to 
get hold of m>Hes which could be proved in a 
court of law. He knew that in the caBe to which 
the hon. n1ernber took exeeption~where two gir1D 
were shot by an inspector-there were three 
white men present, one of whom was his (:\Ir. 
Hamilton's) authority, hut he said that if a word 
was mentioned of the matter to a civilian there 
would be immediately a black mark against his 
nan1e. 

::\Ir. }'J;;EZ said he should like to know whether 
the hem. member heard of tlmt case slwrtly. 
after it occurred, or when. He had heard of it 
as far back as 1851, and he knew many of the 
persons mentioned by the hon. member, and did 
not believe they woulrl ]Je guilty of such a crime. 
He knew gentlernen ou the Cla,reuce IUver, son1e 
of whmn were now holding position.s of trust in 
this colony, who treated the blacks with every 
eonHicleration, and yet on one occasion when the 
men rh·ove the cattle into a yard they found a 
number with spears in them. He and ~r r. 
Edward :iVIorrisett and some trooper,; went in 
search of the blacks and demamled from them 
the men who had speared the cattle, but they 
refused to give them, and the troopers followed 
them up and rushed them into a shed on the 
sheep station, and not only killed the hlacks who 
were guilty but also others. He had seen in 
later years, when he came on to the Darling 
lJowns, a great many depredations connnitted lJy 
the blacks, and abo punishments inflicted by 
the police. In 1858 he went out on foot to 
G racmnere, a sta.tion near nocklu.tnlpton, rtnd 
met ::'vir. Archer, a ln·nther of the hon. mem
ber for Blackall, \Vith a large e:;cort; and, on 
asking then1 where they were going, wa~ told 
that they were going to pnnish the blacks 
for depredations they had committed; and 
he (l\lr. FePz) had no clonbt that they gave the 
blacks a very severe Ieoson. He remembered 
meeting J\cir. \Yills, whmn he knew in Victoria, at 
\V estwood, about thirty mile,; from Hockhamp· 
ton, and he told him that the blacks were very 
troublesome, and that he must be very careful 
to keep them at a distance ; hut the blacks 
followed him, and although Jllr. \Yill,; treated 
them most kindly, they turned round on the 
hand that fed them and murdered him. There 
were numbers of other cases, but nll attempts to 
><rrive at the truth of tmy of the charges made 
against the native police w(mld always be use
less until a blackfellow's evi<lence was 1mtde 
legal. Xo white officer e\ er confessed to shoot
ing a black, and always took care neve1· to shoot 
one in the presence of a 'vhite rnau; therefore, 
until it was arranged thtct a number of "·hite 
men must be with the black police it would be 
impossible to prove anything. 

Mr. KIKG said that all the evils of the 
present system arose out of the injustice of the 
law in this respect-that the law assumed the 
l1lacks to be British subjects, and consequently 
they could not be punished until after trinl, 
whilst in point of fact thE'y were not British 
subjects but their enemies. They would murder 
rnen, women, an( I children, and yet it \\ ~tR not 
legal to go on their track and shoot them. He 
knew of a case where a blackfellow was thrice 
convicted on a charge of murder, and when at 
last he was hanged, at Brisbane, it was known 
that he had killed thirteen white men. Taking 
the case of a man found killed at a waterhole 
with his inside taken out, the English law 
was perfectly powerless in such a cnse to find 
and punish the actual murderers, and the only 
thing to he done was to follow the tribal 
law of the blacks and hnnt them down am! shoot 
them. To bring n lot of bbcb into trial in such 

n case wonld be a perfect f:trce, as there could 
not he got sufficient evidence against them to 
warrnnt a ruagistrate in ev-en counnitting thmn 
for trial. 

::\lr. HA::\liLTOK said that the hon. member 
for the Leichhardt (lUr. Feez) hnd attempted to 
throw discredit on his statements, and said that 
an ofticcr never shot a black in the vresence of a 
white mnn ; but he (Mr. Hamilton) had seen it 
done himself in a ca,;e where a white man harl 
been JllUl'derucl. The hon. ruendJer al::;o sairl 
that his statement nbuut the two blacks being 
~:;hot was untrue, bec<-tu.se he W<LH in the diHtrict 
and never beard of it; but th,• hon. member 
could not have been in the district at the time. 

)Ir. GHU'FITH hoped the Goverument 
would agree to the .snggc::;tiuu of th€~ hon. menl
ber for Ipswich (~Ir. Thmn]"rm)-that the debate 
be adjourned, as it was a 1uattcr uf very great 
in11Jortance, and cli(l nut cmne on for rliscnssion 
until !J o'clock. He (1\[r. Griffith) had him. 
self sornething to ~ay on the questjon. 

The COLUXLJ,L SECHETAHY 'aid that 
the hon. men1berfor I]J::;wich ruade noHuggestion, 
but moved that the Chairm:m should leave the 
chair and report progre.'3S. T~1ere ·was no occasion 
for adj"urning the debate. He had listened to a 
debate like the present for every session during 
the last fifteen ,rears, an cl it had always come to 
nothing. Hon. rnernbers could l::i<-tY no rnore 
now than they could fifteen years ago. It 
was true that there had been a lot of old 
stories mked up by the hon. member fur :i\Ial'Y
horouc;h (:i\Ir. Douglas) from the columns of 
the (Jnecrdrwda newspaper, and on hi,; (l\Ir. 
Palrner) cha.Ilenging the ::1uthor nf smne of 
tho:-;e stories, he hacl been given the narue of 
('gssaclv. He was Premier at the time the cir
CUJUHta'ilce n1entioned bv the hon. gentlernan was 
Ruppo:-;e(l to have occllrred, and nn going on <:1. 

trip to the X orth with Lorrl ::'\ormanb,v, the then 
G-overnor of the colony, he ~a,\~ Ca-'""'ady, who 
never gn,ve any such infonnation ::L~ that stated 
by the hon. gentleman. It was true that infor
nmtion 'vas given lly a lady on the Lower 
Hcrbert that a gin had been shot by the native 
polic", and he (::\Ir. l'nlmer) immediately ordered 
the police magistrate, :i\I r. Sherirlan, to make the 
strictest im1uiries into the case. That gentleman 
did oo, but there was no proof whatever that the 
g·in had been shot as stated ; at the same time 
there was the bo<ly of a gin found half burnt. 
That was one instance of how reports got alJOut of 
atrocitieo committed by the native police. He 
quite agreed with the hon. member for Blackall 
that there was a great deal to he said on both 
sides. There w'" no doubt that there had been 
a great many bad native police officers-perhaps 
worse men could not be found under the snn ; but 
things were different now, and what in the world 
was the nse of raking up old matters when the 
men connected with them had gone ? This he 
would say-that if auy hon. member would 
give him the name of any police officer who harl 
shot, or orderer! to be shot, any blacks except 
when they were caught red-handed after some 
murder, he would promise that every inquiry 
should be made to the bitter end. It was very od<l 
that statements of atrocities committer! by the 
native police (of which he had never heard) shoulrl 
be handier! about by newspapers. How was it 
that the meu who knew of those cases, or pro
fessed to !mow of them at the time, did not re
port them to the nearest police magistrate. 
After all, there had really been no more informa. 
tion given by hon. mernbers that evening than 
had appeared in the columns of the Queenslande1• 
iu articles by anonymous writers, which were of 
no practical u,;e whatever. It had been sug
gested that a Hoyal commission shonld be ap
pointed to iJlfjUire into the whole question ; but 
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\hat he looked upon as a perfect farce, because, 
although ten or twenty thousand pounds might 
be spent on a Hoyal commission, they would be 
no nearer the truth ; but if any hon. member 
would tell him the time and place of any murder 
of blacks that had been committed by the native 
police, he would, whilst observing the greate,t 
secrecy until the offender was brought before 
a court of justice, have the inquiry pursued 
and c»rried out to the bitter end. He had 
lived a long time in the colony ; he had been 
a great part of that time on the frontiers, and 
h>td mixed with every cl>tss of men who knew 
thoroughly what was going on in the bush, and 
during the whole of that time he never h(•,nrl 
one-tenth of the stories he had seen published 
in the Q1wensla.nder. He believed that manv of 
these stories were the same that he h>td heard'in a 
different guise many years ago, »nd merely cooked 
up for the purpose of making a sensation. He had 
lived for a great many years in X ew South \Vales, 
on stations on the borders of Queensland long 
before it was a colony, and he knew a great deal 
about the blacks, but he never in >tll his life heard 
of any of these frightful atrocities except through 
the columns of newspapers by anonymous corres
pondents. He had heard stories by camp fires 
very much more horrible perhaps than any in the 
newspapers, but of cour;;e they all knew they 
were pure invention. He had mentioned in 
the House years ago the story about the thirty
six blacks shot in a waterhole, and the man 
with fifteen notches on his rifle as repre
senting the number he had shot; but he was 
sure no lawyer would for one moment suppose 
that-even if a man were so foolish as to do such 
a thing as to put fifteen notchc'S on his rifle-it 
would be any proof that he shot those blacks. 
He remembered a good many years ago hearing a 
man who had been a native police officer boast, 
in a tap-room in Hockhampton, that he was sur
prised by the blacks when he was totally unarmed, 
and with a stirrup-iron he-something like Sam p
son with the jaw-bone of an ass-slew twenty
five blacks. That was a yarn people were ex
pected to believe. A great many of these re
ports of atrocities originated from the blacks 
themselves. Anybody who knew anything at 
all about the blacks of this colony knew that 
a greater set of liars, with the most vivid imagina
tion possible, did not exist in the world. They were 
exceedingly quick to gather the kind of answer a 
white man wanted, and they would, in common 
parlance, just string a white man as quickly-a 
great deal quicker, in fact, than any banister 
of his (the Colonial Secretary's) acquaintance. 
Another sample of how these yarns got about 
was in connection with the murder of \Vills, 
which had been alluded to. He (the Colonial 
Secretary) happened to go through that part of 
the country immediately after that murder, and 
he heard wonderful accounts of the retribution 
that had taken place by the parties of men who 
had gone after the murderers. According to 
these accounts the numbers of blacks killed out
numbered all the blacks in that and the neigh
bouring district ; but he had had a letter from a 
gentleman who had headed one of the parties, 
who stated that from his own knowledge they 
only got three blacks the whole time they 
were out, while if the number were com
puted from hearsay there woulrl have been 
hundreds. Another assertion that had been 
made by the hon. member for Gympie, and 
which he (Mr. Hamilton) no doubt believed 
to be perfectly true, was that a son of old 
Tumpenny-the blackfellow who got a boat now 
and again as a reward for having saved lives at 
the wreck of the ''Sovereign" many years ago
joined the native police, and was shot by one of 
the officers. The fact of the matter was that this 
young fellow and some others deserted from the 

force up north and endeavoured to make their 
way down overland ; some of them succeeded in 
doing so, but this lnd \vns reported as having 
been killed by some of the coast blacks. That 
was another sample of how these stories got 
about. He agreed with the hon. member for 
J\Iaryborough that they themselves were to blame 
for the whole of it-that they had no right to 
come here-that they ought to have stayed away 
and left the blacks their own country ; but it 
was talking utter nonsense to say that after hav
ing come here and tried to win the desert they 
should allow their people and themselves to 
be murdered by blacks without resisting it in 
the best manner they could. That atrocities 
had taken place he was the last to deny ; 
but the instructions now given to native police 
officers, and that had been given for years, were 
that they were not on any account to shoot 
blacks unless it was absolutely necessary. Their 
orders were to patrol their districts, to get the 
confidence of the blacks, and to make them 
understand that as long as they did not interfere 
with white fellows, white fellows would not be 
allowed to interfere with them. He knew from 
his own knowledge that that system had been 
very successfully carried out in portions of the 
colony where blacks were at one time very bad. 
He knew that in the case of one officer, of whom 
he could speak from personal knowledge, he had 
got such influence over the blacks that if any 
depredation were committed by the blacks he 
had only to tell them that he insisted upon the 
offenders being delivered up to him, and they 
would be deliYered up immediately. He be
lieved that a great m»ny officers encleavoured to 
perform their duties in the smne manner ; and a 
more wanton abuse of a very useful, patient, and 
intelligent class of men than had been showered 
upon the native police in the columns of the 
Queeu~landc1· he had neYer seen in any news
paper. He had been ashamed to see the remarks 
nmde. That there had been some brutes in the 
Native Police :Force he did not deny, but he now 
challenged any member to give the name of any 
officer of the native police who did not behave 
himself like a man and a gentleman, and if he 
could get it accomp>mied by proof, he would 
make an example of tlmt officer for the benefit of 
the rest. 

Mr. GHIFFITH said everyone would be 
very glad if the statements they had heard 
could be disposed of so easily as the Colo
nial Secretary seemed to think The hon. 
gentleman said that if representations were 
made to him he would institute a '"earching 
inquiry, bnt that would be idle. \Vhat would 
be the use of such an inquiry? In the first place, 
no man could give evidence on oath, and every 
witness would probably decline to answer ques
tion::;, because according to our la\v a witness 
would not he bound to answer if he would 
criminate himself; and he (Mr. Griffith) pre
sumed that in all these cases the witnesses 
would be persons who had been participators 
in the offence. Therefore, the only possible way 
of getting at the whole truth of the matter W>lS 

by appointing a Hoyal commis;;ion and giving 
them the authority of a statute by which witnesses 
would be prevented from e'ccusing themselves 
from answering on the ground that by so doing 
they would criminate themselves, and under 
which they would be indemnified against the con• 
sequences. He believed it would be far better to 
find out the whole truth than to have all 
these stories in circulation. X o doubt many of 
them would turn out to be very largely ex
n,ggeratecl, but at the sa1ne time a great n1any 
things might come to light which would show 
that the management of the native police was 
not satisfactory. He knew that in the past 
there had been some very bad officers em played 
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i n the m>th·e police. There was one against 
whom he had presented an indictment for 
murder ; he was released on bail, by some ex
traordimt<-y means, and got away. He (::\lr. 
Griffith) then got a bench-warrant for him, but 
he was never funnel, \dn·, he (JHr. Criffith) did 
not know. lie heard, a Hhort tilne ago-since he 
ceased to be Attorney-General---that one of his 
successors in tk>t oftice entered a uol/e prosequi 
against hin1, although, frmn the evidence, it was 
as clear a case of rnurder as ever cnn1e unc1er 
his (::\Ir. Griffith' .• ) notice. He often won
dered why the nolle p1·oseqni was entered ; 
he thought an indicement of that sort should 
have stood until the man was ctmght, e,;pecially 
as the witne"es were all available. :For his 
o\vn part he thought, whether a rnan '"-~as 
in the rmti,·e police or out of it, that if a 
murder \vas committed, in the interests of com
mon humanity the offemlers should be treated 
as murderers. Of course he did not say that all 
cases of reprhmls should be trc:1ted as murders, 
because there were rnany caF.e~ in which 
reconrse could only he had to the tribal law, 
and in which it woulcl be absurd to allow 
the offence to h·o nnaveng·ecl. But otherwi~e he 
thought they should ]Je guided h:c the dictates of 
co1nn1on lnnnanity: n.nd he believed a lloyal 
con11nis::;ion \vould be of great advantage. It 
would set many of these stories at rest if they 
had no fourulation, ancl do more to clear the 
reputation of the colony than the making and 
denial of stories which would alw;1y:-; go on until 
the whole thing was thoroughly iwjuirecl into, 
which could only be under the authority of a 
statute. 

Mr. SW ANIVICK said the hon. gentleman 
was mistaken in his reference to the case of 
·wheeler. He (::\lr. :::hmm,-ick) entered the 
nolle p1·osequi on behalf of ::\lr. l'ring, and the 
reason why that step was taken was lJecause the 
only white witne's available at the time of the 
murder had left the colony about the same time 
that \Vheeler left, and there was therefore no 
evidence available in the colony, or, as far as he 
could understand, out of the colony to convict 
\Vheeler. 

Mr. LO\V said he had been forty-one years in 
the colony, the greater part of which he had 
spent in the bush, and on the frontier, and he 
believed it was a complete libel to say that in 
these cases white men \Yf're the aggrest~ors. He 
had travelled over most of the southern part of 
the colony, and, as far as hi' knowledge went, 
the whites had always been anxicnm to cultivate 
the good feeling of the blncks. He believed 
that a great deal of the evidence taken before a 
Royal commission would be on the side of the 
whites, and the sooner it was appointed the 
better. 

Mr. STUBLEY thought the proper course to 
adopt would be to declare the blacks in certain 
districts outlaws, so that any man could shoot 
every black he saw. They had outlawed white 
men such as the Kelly gang, and the Gardiner, 
and Ben Hall, and Gilbert gangs, and surely if 
they outlawed white people they should outlaw 
blacks and let them be shot. 

Mr. O'S'GLLIVAN said that, in his opinion, 
the present had been a long and useless debate. 
About a year or something less after Separation 
they had just such another, and no year had passerl 
since without their having their annual attack 
upon this subject. The hon. member for North 
Brisbane wonlcl find in the report of the select 
committee all that he could get from a Royal com
mission. He (:Mr. O'Sullivan) had been as long 
in the colony as any of the hon. gentlemen who 
had spoken. ancl he had heard more of the mas
sacre of blacks during the last two years than he 
ever did in his life before. He had been among 
the blacks, and contended with them, too, some-

times, upon the Hunter and elsewhere. The truth 
probably lay between the two extremes. If the 
debate had any effect at all, it was that of paying 
a compliment to the Colonial Secretary for his 
courage in bringing forward in the manner he 
had a topic w hi eh been unsettled ever since 1861, 
since the first select committee of the House 
to inquire into the state of the blacks. The idea 
\\'as mooted then, and had not lost ground ever 
since, that white police should be placed among 
the native troopers. The idea was quite an old 
one, aml it was always said that the white men 
were kept away to encourage the massacre of the 
blacks ; and, of course, when there was no white 
man to give evidence, any penny-a-liner who 
felt inclined to write sensational stories could do 
so without contradiction. If things were carried 
out as proposed-namely, have white men with 
the blacks as trackers, the force would he as 
effective as ever on the borders of the colony. 
He never looked upon the blacks as being so 
wonderfully innocent. He had seen many mas
sacres, and knew that the natives were very 
treacherous. \Vhen he was member for the 
Burke his greatest trouble was to find native 
police protection for the miners. He was always 
receiving letters, but there was one particular 
one l1y a very respectable storekeeper at Gilber
ton, i1amed Steele. He (Mr. O'Sullivan) never 
saw the gentleman, but he thought, as far as his 
judgment went, that he was one of the finest 
correspondents he ever had. He was so de
lighted with the letter that he showed it to the 
present Colonial Secretary, who asked him to 
publish it. In this letter he was asked for a 
detachment of native police for Gilberton, and 
it was stated that it required in that neighbour
hood t\vo n1en to do one rnan's work, because 
one had to stand on the bank of the creek to 
protect the other when working. He was sure the 
Colonial Secretary would bear him out when 
he said that he (Mr. O'Sullivan) was as trouble
some as the member for the Burke-as any 
member of the House-for he had to be every 
week looking for police protection for his con
stituents. At Georgetown the blacks absolutely 
attacked the camp and speared the police horses. 
\Vhat was to be done in such a case as that? The 
plan suggested by the Colonial Secretary would 
prevent such crimes, or reduce them to a 
minimum. The reports they had heard would 
be contradicted with authority from every 
camp where complaints were made if white 
police were there. He believed there was a 
good deal of truth in the statements made by 
the hon. member for Gympie. Some officers 
had been great scoundrels, wild young devils, 
sent out here to gain colonial experience, who 
perhaps could trace their families beyond the 
flood, and had carpet bags full of testimonials, 
and who were sent away in charge of these 
police. The statement made by the hon. mem
ber for Ipswich with regard to the Fassifern 
affair was certainly a terrible disgrace. It 
occurred a long time ago, and was due to a wild 
young villain, just such a one as he had 
clescribed ; but things of that sort should never 
be charged to the whole colony, for neither the 
House nor the country ever recognised anything 
of the kind. The whole debate redounded to the 
credit of the Ministry, who had courageously 
brought forward the recommendation of the first 
select committee which was held in 1860. That 
was twenty years ago, and he hoped that before 
another twenty years were over, or half of it, there 
would be no necessity for black police at all. If 
they only got the roads to the Gulf of Carpen
taria and other matters of that kind carried out, 
the whole country would soon become civilised, 
and they would not require them. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said it was quite astonish
ing that the hon. member for Maryborough had 
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been three years in" power and never discovered 
the nature of the black police. \V as it anything 
new? Was he being educated by the i;]'ucens
lcmde1"? He did nothing to institute an inquiry 
or interfere with the management of them, and 
he (Mr. Morehead) now held in his hand a copy 
of some estimate brought forward by the hon. 
gentleman at the head of the Government, and 
he found that there were 200 black police pro
vided for. The hon. member for Ipswich had 
<Llso been in power, and it was all very well 
now to get up on the other side and 
<tppear sentimental. Why did he not when 
he was in power do something to check 
the tremendous injustice, and not wait until 
he was in opposition ? Surely what was 
wrong now was wrong then. Probably- it was 
rnore wrong then, for now most of the stories 
brought up were old stories. \Vhen they were 
in power they were silent, but now they were 
awfully indignant, tremendously just, and fear
fully wise. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he was quite willing to 
bear any blame that was attachable to him. 
There were many occasions in his career when 
he was ashamed to say he had not shown 
sufficient courage. He nevertheless felt very 
deeply on the matter, and asserted that it was a 
disgrace to the age that they should have in 
their metropolis a society for the protection 
of animab, yet that they should go shooting 
their fellow-men. He was ashamed of his own 
kith and kin who had shot them. But 
the time had come when public feeling was 
thoroughly aroused, and when something must 
he clone. He httd no idea that his action in the 
matter was an item in the consideration of the 
subject, and he did not care whether in that 
respect he was consistent or inconsistent. 
The question wtts~had the nation done rig-ht? 
He did not intend to go into the matter 
at length now, for the bringing forward of 
the oubject had taken him by surprise. He 
had seen the articles in the Queenslcu!deJ', and 
if the Queenslnnde1· was wrong it had been 
guilty of a great crime to the colony ; if it was 
right it had taken a great responsibility upon 
itself, and had laid a distinct charge. The 
Colonial 8ecretary, he thought, ha<l asked when 
those things occurred why they were not 
reportecl to the magistrate, so that the men 
might be prosecuted. In the No1"then! -~fine?· 
there was a detailed account of a wholesale 
murder of women and children by a man named 
Hamilton, but there wae nothing done. Any
body could see the account by turning up the 
files. The charge was laid, the details given, the 
1nan's name \Vas mentioned, and yet nothing wa,s 
done. They could not always choose their own 
witnesses ~ besides, the paper "\vas not a \vitnehs ; 
it was simply the informer; it simply told 
that the murder was committed, that women 
and children were driven into the sea, and 
whilst swimming were quietly potted by a man 
whose name was given. There was a distinct 
caHe. 

The MINISTER FOH WOHKS: Was it not 
<}twted from some other paper? 

J\Ir. KIXG said that if the advice of the hon. 
member for Ipswich was tttken, and every time 
a person was denounced in the Nm·theTn Jlf'ine?" 
the person denounced was prosecuted, so many 
Attorneys-General would be required that there 
would not be enough legal gentlemen in the 
House to fulfil the office, and the first person con
cerned would be the Minister for \Vorlcs. The 
hon. member for Ipswich could not be serious in 
what he said. If a man was actually cognisant 
of a crime it was his duty to give information 
to justice, and the man who failed to perform 
that duty, when he himself was a witness, by 

holding back information he was bound to give, 
would be discredited in any story he might after
wards tell. 

Mr. STUBLEY said he was still of the same 
opmwn. His sentiments might be very hard to 
digest, but he thought that if white people were 
speared or murdered by the blacb the blacks 
should be outlawed and shot down til; there was 
not one left. That was the way to settle all dis
putes. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said there was a great deal 
more to be said. It was one of thu gravest sub
jects they had to deal with. Con"i<lerable pro
gress had been made, and he had ne objection to 
vote the general amount if the hon. member 
would withdraw the item "Native Police." 

The COLOKIAL SECRETAH,Y : I will not. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said if the hon. gentleman 
would postpone the amount for 128 troopers he 
had no objection to voting the amount for 52 
trackers. The whole question ought to be fully 
debated. 

The COLOKIAL SECRET~-\.RY said any 
further debate on this question could be of no 
practical use. If any hon. member opposite 
thought a Royal commission ought to be ap
pointed let him put a notice on the paper re
que::;ting His ExQellency to appoint a conunis
sion. They could then argue out the whole 
case. The idea of asking him to withdraw or 
postpone a vote of this sort because hon. mem
bers had been talking all night, and W<Lnted still 
further to air their hobbies, was ridiculous. He 
had no intention whatever of postponing this 
vote or moving the Ch:tirman out of the chair. 
If, as he had said before, hon. members thought 
<L Hoyal commission ought to be appointed, they 
might give notice of motion <Lnd argue the 
question over again as they chose. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said he hoped the hon. gen
tleman would respond to reason. There had 
been substantial complaints made to high autho
rities elsewhere which would not reflect credit 
upon the colony. It was undoubtedly better 
that they should deal with their own difficulties 
by themselves and thoroughly sift out this 
matter. He himself believed that a cttse had 
been made out, and all that he asked now was 
that time should be given for consideration on 
the part of the Government as to what they 
re"lly proposed to do. The proposal made by the 
Colonial i::lecretary was not a good one, and he 
(.Mr. Douglas) was not content to go on from year 
to year doing nothing. Public feeling had been 
sufficiently roused by statements made in the 
public Press and elsewhere, which he believed to 
be substantially correct. Within the last year or 
two, he believed, brutalities and murclers~de
liberate and cold-blooded murders, unjustified by 
any retaliating act~had been over and over 
again committed in the north, and these had 
become so common that the Europe<Ln nature 
was in danger of demoralisation. It had 
heen pointed out that on the western coast 
of Australia the Government there were making 
a very different use of the nativeo. It was 
quite possible to do so ; and having these 
facts before them, and public attention being 
directed to them, it was indeed time to 
deal with them. The most effectual way of 
ensuring this being carried out \-as not to 
vote the money until it was dealt with. 
He hoped the Colonial Secretary would not in
sist on passing the vote at that late time of 
night. There was a great deal even in the cor
respondence under discussion that should yet be 
considered. The statement made by one hon. 
member to-night was so deliberate, and was sub
stantiated by--

Mr. FEEZ: Kat substantiated by anything. 
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Mr. DOUGJ,AS said it was substantiated as 
far as it could he by one man's testimony. 

Mr. KING : He only said that somebody told 
him something he heard somewhere. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said the hon. member (Mr. 
King) had had considerable experience; but he 
would point out that in this r:ctse there were wit
nesses, and that the narrator believed that if 
those witne,,Aes were indemnified they could 
give facts which would establish the e.~se. They 
stood on the threshold, as it were, of an inquiry 
which woul<l result, he hoped; in something 
being done ; in a change being effected ; in the 
radical cure of a disease which had long pervaded 
the system, otncl which now outraged decency. 
He hoped, therefore, he should be allowed an 
opportunity of stating what he had to state 
deliberately. The hon. member for Ipswich 
(Mr. Thompson) had stated that he had not an 
opportunity of saying what he wished to say; 
and others no doubt were desirous to speak on 
the subject. It was a subject that was im
portant enough to justitfy the postponement of 
the debate. 

Mr. MOrCEHEAD said he should like to 
know which hon. member on the Opposition side 
could state what he knew about the subject from 
his own experience? Even the hon. member for 
Gympie said he could bring witnesses to prove 
something they had seen. If good cause could 
be brought forward for grantin~ a ltoyal cmn
lllission, the Committee or the House would not 
refuse it. However, that \Vas no re~tson for re
fusing to pass the vote to-night. The thing was 
absurd; it was an act unworthy of the hon. 
member for :i\Iaryborough, and that was saying 
a good deal. 

Mr. THOl\IPSON said when the rattening 
case was brought before the House of Commons 
there was probably no member who had any per
sonal experience in the matter. 

Mr. MOREHEAD asked if the hon. member 
would state how many years he had been in the 
Ministry when this vote was passed and he 
made no protest. The hon. member was too old 
to learn now. 

Mr. TH01IPSON said he was not so old as 
he appeared to be, but that had nothing to do 
with it. He did do something for the blacks, 
but was sorry to say it had been undone; and he 
was prepared to do it again if he got the chance. 
lf he had been supported as he should have been 
by those who,;e profession called on them to do 
so, viz., the various n1inisters of religion, he 
should have stccceeded better than he did. The 
only man who really had the thing at heart was 
Father .MeN ab, who had clone good, and had 
induced him (Mr. Thompson) and the hon. 
member for Maryborough to do good. He 
believed the whole thing had been upset now. 
He had also assisted Mr. Bridgeman, who harl 
done a great deal of good in preventing rnurder 
and in utilising the labour of the blacks. 

Mr. SIMPSON said he would like to ask the 
hon. member what he did. As far as he knew 
nothing h11d been done since 18Gl. 

Mr. THO::\IPSON said if nothing had been 
done it was tin1e to begin now. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN said, with reference to 
the remarks of the hon. member for Dalby, he 
did not say that nothing h1td been done; he had 
seen several things done. vVhat took place in 
1861 was only J~he beginning. 

Mr. SIMPSO:'{ said he believed a good many 
crimes had been committed since, but when the 
hon. member for Ipswich claimed distinctly that 
he had done something for the benefit of the 
b\aQks, h~ wm1kl ask the bon, gentlemv,n wh~>t ? 

Mr. THOMPSON said he would m:<ke up a 
list on a futnre occasion of the various times in 
which he harl attempted to do something. He 
had not been almighty, and had not done as 
much as he wished. 

The PllE:\UER said, if the hon. member for 
Maryborough \Vas sincere in trying to get the 
Hou'se to cr;me to some practical conclusion with 
regard to the way an investigation should be 
made, he might be satisfied that this was :'ot the 
proper way to get it-namely, by clelaymg the 
Government business of the Estim1ttes. He 
knew this vote must pass, and that he had it i11 
his power to have the question thoroughly de
bated on another occasion. It might theu 
occupv the whole day, and the House could 
come "to some conclusion without party feeling 
and without blocking Government business. 
The hon. member could even get the Thursday 
after next 1tnd could then freely test the feeling 
of the House as to the proper remedy to apply. 
The hon. member knew perfectly well that no 
remedy could be applied upon the vote, ?ut 
something might be clone if he tabled a motwn 
for a Royal commi88ion. He surely did not 
expect to get the Government to make a conces
sion by delaying their business. It was quite 
possible that if the hon. member showed suffi
cient reason at the proper time the Uovernmen t 
might concede something; they had no objection 
to hear the matter argued. 

Jiir. DOUGLAS said he was anxious to secure 
a further discussion in a full House, and obtain a 
decision which could not be obtained that even
ing. There were many members who were not 
present but who were anxious to express their 
opinions and record their votes, and it was only 
fair that they should have a privilege which was 
accorded in every important debate. There had 
hardly been a question raised which affected the 
character of the colony so much. 

The PRKI\tiBR said that after spending a 
\Vhole night in discussing one item, and wasting 
two hours before tea listening to twaddle from 
some hon. members opposite, they were asked to 
adjourn because there were some members of the 
Opposition who would like to speak. \Vhy were 
they not present? 

Mr. SIMPSON should like to know whether 
the member for J\{aryborough or the member for 
North Brisbane was leading the Opposition? 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the lwn. 
member for J\Iaryborough was only demanding 
that, in order to air his hobby, the whole Gov
ernrnent business should cease. Adjourning the 
debate would have no effect upnn the appoint
ment of a Hoyal commission. Did the hon. 
member suppose that a division that evening 
upon the item would make an:v difference. Even 
the members sitting alongside him, and the 
member for Kennedy in particular, would not 
vote for him. The Government would not have 
their business stopped simply for the hon. mem
ber to air his hobby. 

The .MINTSTER FOR WORKS said the 
question of the blacks had cropper! up regularly 
every session since Separation, and the remedy 
pointed out by most hon. members who had 
spoken upon it since he bad been a member of 
the House was to either abolish the force or 
gradually reduce it. The process of reduction 
was going on. The force formerly consisted of 
200 troopers, but under the present system it was 
to be only 128 ; and yet, when the Government 
attempted to carry out what had actually been 
contended for by the hon. member and others, 
they were being "stonewalled." The vote must 
pass, and the force he kept up until it was 
abolished in some legal way. He hoped the hon, 
!ne:rnbsr would !HYt b~ obot~nf\!te tl~nd fnoli~h\ 



678 Supply. [ASSEMBLY.] Correction. 

merely for the purpose of airing a sentiment 
which could be much better aired by appointing 
a field day for the purpose. 

The PRE:YIIEll: No. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said it was not an uncommon 
thing in the House of Commons when an ad
mittedly important matter had been raised to 
grant a Government day to a privn,te member for 
the purpose of hn,ving the question discussed. He 
would ask the Premier to consider the mn,tter ia 
another light-what was there to preveut him 
(Mr. Douglas) and others taking a Goverement 
clay? At the present stage of the lmsines,; paper 
he could not secnre a fair discussion of this im
portant question within a reasonable period. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN really thought that if the 
Governrnent gave up a Governr11ent day to the 
hon. member he would not take a quarter of the 
time to discuss the question that he would other
wise do. 

The COLOKIAL SECRETAHY said that no 
tloubt the hon. member could interrupt public 
business as he had done during the session, but 
he could not make the Government debate the 
question. The Government would debate it 
fairly on a private members' clay, but if the hrm. 
member chose to interrupt on a Government clay 
they would not debate. 

Mr. GRIF:B'ITH said it appeared to him that 
speaking and stonewalling were synonyn1olm 
words in the opinion of the Government. 
According to the views held apparently by 
the Government, the business of the Oppo
sition was to hold their tongues, and when 
they spoke of matters of urgent public im
portance they "'ere accused of stonewalling. 
That was not the way to carry on important 
Parliamentary business. He did not wish for 
his part that a Eoyal commission should be 
sent out from England, as in the case of 
Jamaica; he should much prefer that they 
should find out for themsel vec<, and settle the 
matter the best way they could. He hoped 
that the Premier would see that the matter was 
thoroughly discussed shortly. The House, to 
come to some practical conclusion in the nmtter, 
must take steps early. Should a Hoyal com
mission he determined on, it must be followed 
by a special Act for the purpose of compelling 
witnesses, and protecting them against the con
seqnences of their evidence, as was customary 
in Eng'land in the case of bribery commis
Aions. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said that after what had 
been stated by the hon. members for Ipswich 
and :North Brisbane, he thought he had better 
submit himself to the high hand of the Govern
ment, though it would probably have been a 
wiser act on the part of the Government to allow 
further discussion of a question which was now 
occupying the public mind to a very great 
extent. The House had in some cases spent 
two or three nights in discussing questions 
of far less importance, and the Govern
ment might with a very good grace have 
assented to an adjournment at an earlier period 
of the evening. As he was not snpported in 
that opinion, and there were members in the 
House who were anxious to divest this question 
of anything like a party aspect, he should with
draw any further opposition to the passing of the 
vote in this form. It must be understood, how
ever, that he in no way pledged himself to the 
perpetuation of the force as now constituted. He 
should take the earliest possible opportunity of 
introducing such a measure as would secure an 
impartial sifting of the statements made both in 
the Press and in the House, and to a very large 
extent accepted by the public outside. He pledged 
himself to undertake that somewhat unpleasant 

duty, and he should endeavour to perform it. 
Therefore, he should at this stage, withdraw his 
opposition to the passing of the vote. 

Question put and pas.,ed. 
On the motion of the PREMIEH, the Chair

man reported progress. 

The House adjourned at five minutes past 
12 o'clock. 




