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616 Adjournment. [A.SSEMBLY.] Proposed Line to Beaudesert. 

LEGISLATIVE A.SSEMBLY. 
Tku1·sJay, () ScptemiJC1', 1880. 

Formal Bnsinef's.- Railway and Trmrnvav Extensions 
Ril1-t.J1ird reading.-Cen~us Bill-thii-d reading.­
Qnestion.-llroposcd Line to Benndeserl.-Gladstone 
nncl Graecmcre t:-inrYeyed Line.-Legislative .Assembl) 
~\_et or 1S6i -Clo~ed Road~ on Darling Downs.­
Petition of l~dward )'falone.-}1annfnc"ure of Colo­
nial lYillc.-HrmsrtNl.-Tlle "Scottish Hero."­
Allora Post and Telegraph Ofllce.-The Premier'$ 
\~isit to J<:ngland.-Progre.,:; oi' liu:-:ine~l'. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-pa-;t 
3 o'clock. 

FOR:YL~L BUSI~ES8. 

On the motion of :\[r. GHOOJ\I, it was re­
solved-

'l'hnt the Hon.'<e will, at its next .-;itiing, resolve itself 
into a Conunittee of the lYhole to con~ide1· the }Wo:priety 
of introducing a Bill to protect the ·wages of 'Yorkmen 
employed on Raihvay and other Public "-orks:. 

On the motion of Mr. GROOJ\1, it was re­
solved-

l. That the Bill to enable the 'fru .. tees of an allot .. 
mcnt of Lanfl in the 'l'mvn of 'l'oowoomba. granted for 
the pnrpo:-;e of the crectiou thereon of a Church ill 
connection with the German Lttthernn Clmrelt to sell 
the !'.allte anc1 a1J}Jly the proceed~ to the building of a 
Church and P~m--ouage in a more ronveuient situation, 
be referred for the consirlerat.ion and report ot' a SPlect 
Committee. 

2. 'l'hat such Committee have llOwer to ~end for 
persons and papers, and to ~H during any adjournment 
of the House; aud that it rmu::>ist of ~\lr. Davenport, 
l\ir. 'l'lwmpson. :Jlr Horwitz, :Jir. Fecz, ::\1r. Rntlcdge, 
~ir. Amhur.st, and the ::\lover. 

RAILWAY AND TRAMWAY EXTE:-.i · 
.SIONS BILL-THIRD JU~ADlNG. 

On the motion of the :Y1INIST.ER .FOR 
\YORKS (Mr. J\Iacrnssan), this J3ill was read a 
third time, and ordered to be tranomitted to the 
Legislative Council with the usual message. 

CEX.SUS BILL--THilW HEADING. 
On the motion of the COLONIAL SECRE­

TAHY (J\fr. Palmer), this Bill was read a third 
time, and ordereil to be transmitted to the 
Legislative Council with the 1umal1nessage. 

QUJ~STIO~. 

Mr. DAVENPORT asked the Colonial Trea· 
surer-

rrhat in view of the large amount oi' funds uow 
held hy the Govm·nmcnt, \Yhat ste1) is the Colordal 'frea­
~urer taking tmvards appm·tioning auy of the surplus 
funds among:st the monetary instil uti on.-; of the eolouy 
at iuterest? 

The PRKNIIER (J\fr. Mcllwraith) replied­
Steps are being taken to secure for the Government 

the be:o~t. terms for depo:sits. \Vith thnt object the 
various institntion:s ha ye heen asl(C(l to tender rates and 
time. 

PROPOSED LINE TO BEAUDJ<:.SER'l'. 
Mr. PER.SSJ~ moved-
That the Hon~e will. a.t it~ next sitting, resolve itself 

into a Committee or the \Yhole, to eonl:'>ider of an 
Address to the Aclministratm• of the Government, pray m 

ing that His Excellency will be pleased to cause to be 



Proposed Line [9 SEPTEMBER.] to Beaudesert. 617 

]Jlaced on the next Loan Estimate a sum of money to 
construct a line from some point between Brisbane and 
Goodna to Beaudesert. And, also, that His }~xcellency 
will be pleased to cause to be placed on the Snpplernen­
tary Estimates a smn sufficient for the immediate sur­
vey of the said line. 

In speaking to the motion standing in his name, 
he would endeavour to point out to the House, 
and as clearly as he possibly could, the claims 
this portion of his electorate had for a railway, 
and to do so he should endeavour to show the 
many advantages that this district possessed over 
some others that had already been granted or 
promised a railway. In the first place, he wished 
to state that this portion of his electorate 
Wl<S one of the oldest, if not the oldest, settled 
district in the colony of Queensland. As far 
back as 1848 it was on record as being then 
established as a wheat district, for at that time 
it was well known to have grown some of the 
finest wheat that had eve~· been grown in 
Queensland. He referred to 1848 because he 
remembered that when the "Sovereign" was lost 
there was on board several bales of wool from the 
.Logan, and at that time wheat was being brought 
clown to the people of Brisbane. He would also 
endeavour to prove that this district was largely 
settled by as good a farming population as any 
other portion of Queensland, and that they raised 
a greater amount of produce in proportion to the 
number of the inhabitants than was raised in 
any other district. The week before last lYir. 
l\Ic.Lean brought forward a motion for a railway 
for the lower part of the .Logan. This motion of 
his was totally different from that, as it was 
for the upper portion of the I~ogan district, which 
did not possess the advantage which it was known 
that Mr. lYic.Lean's portion had-that was, wuter 
communication. It was in order that this rich 
agricultural district mig-ht be brought into com­
munication with capital that he asked for :1 
line of railway. There were settled in this dis­
trict between 5,000 and G,OOO inhabitants, and 
the amount of cultivation, with their propor­
tion to the rest of the colony, was extremely 
large. The country was well watered and 
rich in the best of land, good timber, large 
coalfields, and minerals of different sorts. The 
district, with all these advantages, had been 
granted less facilities for competing with other 
districts than had been granted to any other 
portion of Queensland. People residing on the 
Darling Downs and elsewhere could bring their 
produce to market at a cheaper rate thun could 
the people only 40 or 45 miles from Brisbane. 
At present it would cost the people in the 
.Logan district to get their produce to market 
from £3 10s. to £4 per ton, whereas on the 
Southern and Western line they could get it to 
market for from 3s. to 4s. per ton for the same 
c listance. \Vhy this district should have been so 
much ignored was a mystery to him. vVhen the 
branch lines were before the House last session 
he was very much disappointed to find that this 
Logan line was not put on the Estimates. The 
only reason by which he could account for it not 
being there was that another branch line had 
been granted to him, and that the Premier con­
sidered that two branch lines to one member 
would be too much. Unfortunately, he was dif­
ferently situated to most members, by represent­
ing an electorate in which there were two 
watersheds of totally distinct natures, one 
huving no connection with the other; and he felt 
perfectly certain that if the Premier could have 
had the matter before him again, with the ac!di­
tional information he {Mr. Persse) could give 
him, the .Logan line would have been placed on 
the Estimates. He trusted that when the Pre­
mier heard what would be said by himself and 
others in favour of this motion, he would endea­
vour to have a sum of money placed on the 
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Estimates to enable this to be one of the first 
lines constructed. He (Mr. Persse) fully ex­
pected last year that some steps would have been 
taken by the Minister for Works to have a sur­
vey made for a railway from some point on the 
Southern and Western Railway between Bris­
bane and Gooclna to Beaudesert, by which he 
might have been enabled to speak more fully 
and explicitly with regard to what the abso­
lute cost of the railway would be. How­
ever, from all he could learn, and from the 
reports of engineers, he believed the line could be 
constructed as cheaply as, if not cheaper, than 
any of the other branch lines. There were no 
engineering difficulties to be overcome, no ranges 
to be got over, and only the .Logan River to be 
crossed; and, as it would have to be crossed high 
up, the expenditure for a bridge over it would be 
very little. As he had said before, the natural 
advantages of this district were very great. The 
land there was second to none in the colony, and 
it was well watered in all seasons. They had 
there good country which had never suffered as 
severely from drought as the land on the Darling 
Downs, which was supposed to be the garden of 
Queensland. There had been some 908,000 acres 
of land alienated by the Crown to different people 
in the district, to men of the very best class­
uonc'i fide farmers-and year by year this district 
increased in settlement. Even in the hard 
times they had seen lately he could show 
that land had steadily been taken up in 
the .Logan district, and last month, after 
the long time they had suffered from depres­
sion, over 5, 000 acres of land were selected 
in the neighbourhood. That spoke volumes. 
He felt confident that if the railway was 
constructed the amount of land that would be 
taken up there would be increased year by 
year. There were at present half-a-million acres 
of land unalienated by the Crown. There were 
over half -a-million of acres of land belonging to 
the Crown, and this land was situated princi­
pally [Lt the heads of the .Logan and Albert 
rivers. On Maroon Run, at the principal head 
of the .Logan, there were over 100 square miles ; 
and at Tamrookum Run, adjoining, there were 
something like 77 square miles. At Tele­
mon Run, also adjoining these, there were 60 
square miles. All this was Government land 
which, if a railway was made to the Upper 
.Logan, would be taken up by people, as it 
was land of the very best nature, principally 
scrub land containing the most valuable tim· 
hers in the colony-cedar, beech, pine, tulip, 
yellow-wood, and other woods, which at pre· 
sent could not be brought clown owing to 
the distance they were from water carriage. 
After all this valuable timber was taken off these 
lands they would be put under crop at once. He 
would ask hon. members what Rosewood was be­
fore the railway passed through it? What had 
made the Rosewood was simply the advantages 
accruing from the construction of the rail way ; 
and he hoped it would not be many years before, 
in the Upper .Logan, they saw His Excellency 
coming up and saying, as he did at Rosewood, 
that he could not believe so many people would 
be settled in so small a place. On the Upper 

•.Logan they had advantages equally good and 
people willing to settle, but the district had not 
gone ahead because the people were debarred 
from sending their produce to market, on 
account of the long distance and unsatis­
factory means of communication. As he had 
said, there were there between 5, 000 and 6, 000 
people, mostly the sort of people who made 
the very bone and sinews of any country, 
and they would cultivate treble the amount of 
land if th~y could get their produce to market. 
It would be cheaper and better for the State to 
construct a railway of an inexpensive character 



618 Proposed Line [ASSEMBLY.] to Beaudesert. 

than to go on everlastingly patching up roads 
year after year. He was certain that the 
Minister for Works would consider all the 
advantages he had pointed out, and that when he 
had done so he would have no opposition to the 
construction of this line. He heard the hon. 
gentleman pointing out, the other night, the 
amount of good that would be done by the mail con­
tract, because amongst other things it would open 
up all the magnificent lands at the back of Card­
well, which would then become settled by people. 
The hon. gentleman said that at the back of 
Cardwell there were lands equal to the Darling 
Downs, and perhaps better watered. He (Mr. 
Persse) contended that at the Upper Logan they 
had plenty of land of that description, and 
they had, in addition, what there was not 
at the back of Cardwell-namely, population. 
Unless this line was constructed these people 
would not be able to compete with others who 
were even farther away from Brisbane. It 
seemed a very strange thing, seeing the amount of 
bad land around Brisbane and with such magni­
ficent land as they had, that the railway had not 
been constructed long ago. It would be the 
means of bringing money into the State, and it 
would be one that would pay well. It had been 
said that the reason railways did not pay was be­
cause there was not enough produce in proportion 
to the people ; but he could say that in his dis­
trict they had both produce and population, and 
that this line, if constructed, would be a feeder 
uf the trunk lines. They, in fact, wanted 
more branch lines. He would be one who would 
support the Premier if he were to go in for 
a loan of five millions in order to increase the 
trunk lines and make more branch lines. The 
State was well able to afford it, and would be 
able to bear a much heavier burden than it had 
at present. They should go in for a greater debt, 
construct more railways, and enable this and 
other districts which were deficient in water 
carriage in every way to bring out their many 
resources. He trusted with the few remarks 
which he had made, and that hon. gentlemen 
who supported him would make, that the GoY­
ernment would not be opposed to the motion. 

The MINISTER J<'OR WORKS said the 
hon. member for Fassifern, in bringing this 
motion forward, had certainly said a great deal 
in favour of it, and he "\Vas not going to con­
tradict him. He believed the Upper Logan was 
what the hrm. gentleman had described it to be 
-a very rich country, and a country that had 
never had an opportunity of bringing its produce 
to market through the absence of water C'arriage 
and bad roads ; lmt he thought that no GoYern­
ment would be justified in giving its adhere11ce 
to a motion of this sort, brought forward by a 
private member. It was purely the work of the 
Government to say where branch lines should be 
made or where they should not be made. They 
should take the responsibility; but before any 
sum could be phtced on the Estimates to make 
this railway, or any other, the Government 
must first know what amount of money would 
be required. There was no survey of this line, 
and that was one of the indispensable preliminaries 
before constructing a railway. If the hon. gen­
tleman had confined himself to asking for a• 
survey he would very probably get it; and he 
(Nir. lVIacros.san) was quite ·willing, as far ::ts he 
could, to find the rnean.s of nutkiug a Rnrvey to 
determine the pmcticability of making a railway 
in th.is direetion and of reserving the lancls aJong 
the lme of route. That was a course that should 
always be adopted where there >yas a railway to 
be made. The land should be reserved along the 
line, so that the State should not be put to the 
expense, afterwards, of buying it back n,gain a.t 
ten times its first cost. The hon. rnemller for 
:Fassifern had said that this line wouhl pay, but 

there had never been a railway advocated in the 
House the adYocates of which did not main­
tain that it would pay ; and they certainly 
had not found the ntilways to pay yet 
in the way that the hon. member stated. 
Directly, they did not pay ; they might pay 
indirectly. Probably this one, if made, would 
be amongst the non-paying ones. The hon. 
gentleman should be satisfierl with having 
ventilated, as far as he possibly could, this sub­
ject in favour of his constituents, and rest con­
tent with the promise he (:Mr. 1'Iacrossan) made 
of having a survey made for the purpose of 
ascertaining the practicability of ma,king a survey 
at some point between Brisbane and Goodmtand 
Beaudesert, and the cost. 

:Mr. McLEAK said he knew pretty well the 
district that the hon. gentleman was aclYocatiug 
the interests of for the construction of a 
railway, and he could bear him out in all 
he had said, and a little more. If there 
had been facilities for lJringing produce to 
market a Yery considerable extent of land in 
that direction would be now under culti,-ation. 
He knew of land that had been under culti­
vation which had been allowed to go down in 
grass in consequence of the excessive cost of 
bringing produce to the nearest point where it 
could be shipped; and he was confident that if 
railway facilities had been afforded to that dis­
trict a much larger area would have been under 
cultivation than at the present time. He would 
point out to the Secretary for Public \Y orks 
that a considerable portion of land through 
which, in allprohability, this railwaywouldrnn, 
was still Crown property. At present there >vas 
a survey from Oxley Creek to the Village of 
Logan \vhich 111ight be brought into connectjon 
with this line, and a very considerable portion 
of the survey ran through Crown lands. A 
great portion of the district through which the 
line advocated by the hon. member for :Fassifern 
would go was Crown land at the present time. 
If the :Minister for \V orks would take action at 
once in providing for a ~urvey the Government 
would be able to reserve the land along the pro­
posed line, and thereby materially reduce the 
cost of its construction. He would here re­
mark that the hon. member for Stanley (Mr. 
O'Sullivan) misunderstood a remark make by 
hiinself and the hon. member for :Enoggera 
during the debate on the Ra,ilway and Tram­
way Bill. That hon. member said they were 
under the impression that those branch lines 
woulrl act as suckers to the main line. The very 
reYerse was the bet, for their opinion was that 
instead of being suckers they would be feeders to 
the main line, and add very materi>tlly to the 
railway receipts. He hoped the :Minister for 
\Vorks would take action in the matter as quickly 
as possible, so that he might be enabled to form 
some estimate of the probable cost of the line 
from some point between Brisl1ane and Goodna 
to Beaudesert. 

Mr. O'SULLIV A~ said the hon. m em her 
(JVIr. JVIcLean) had mistaken his remark. He 
(1\Ir. <YSullivan) was replying to a statement of 
the Minister for ·works that branch lines in 
England did not pay. His remark was that 
such lines were called Rnckers in England, but 
that in this colony it would be different, 1Je­
cause they might start at the right end lJy 
making railways instead of macadamised roads. 
He congratulated the hon. member (:Nh. Persse) 
on rnaking out so good n. case for hi~ line ; 
but, of cour,e, as the :Minister for vV orks harl 
said, works of that kind must originate with 
the Government. The Logan was the first dis­
trict in (~ueen~dand he lived in, ttncl he knew 
every inch of the country in question, and could 
endorse the hon. n1e1nber's rmnark that it con­
t~tined as fine land as there was in the colony. 
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The higher up the Logan the line was taken the 
better. The hon. member ought to be content 
with the promise of the Minister for Works that 
the survey would be made. He, at any rate, 
was satisfied with it. Every member could not 
come down and expect a railway line. The hon. 
member (Mr. Persse) had already got one, and 
it seemed as if he wanted one at every watershed 
he represented. That was a work of time, and 
if the survey was carried out, and the land re­
served along the line, a good beginning wou]cl 
have been made. No doubt, after the promise of 
the Minister for \Vorl<s, the hon. member would 
he glatl to withdraw his motion. 

The HoN. J. DOUGLAS said he had been 
quite interested in the facts set forth by the 
hem. member (Mr. Persse); and it was just as 
well, perhaps, that attention should be directed 
to the merits of that district. At the same time, 
he was amused at the remark of the hon. member 
that he felt he was quite entitled to two branch 
lines on his own account, but the Premier had 
only seen fit to give him one last session. J'\o 
doubt the hon. member would have a second 
branch line accorded to him some time or other 
for his great abilities, but he would have to remain 
satisfied with one forwme little time longer. He 
was glad the Minister for ~Works had met the pro­
position in the way he had clone, because it was 
quite certain that those questions must emanate 
from the Government if they were to have any 
substantial bottom in them. Motions of this 
kind would, of course, be courteously received 
by the Government, but nothing more could be 
expected. He did not understand the Govern­
ment to exactly oppose the line proposed some 
time ago by the hon. member (l\Ir. McLean) for 
a railway to Beenleigh. The hon. member 
seemed to be well grounded as to the paying 
capacity of the line, for he told them that 
there were half-a-million acres of unalienated 
land in the district, and that the line would 
benefit 5,000 or 6,000 people. It had struck 
him that if such was the case, and if 
those people would put their shoulder to the 
wheel, it might be desirable that a portion of 
those magnificent unalienated scrubs, rich in 
timber and future possibilities of grand crops, 
should be diverted to the purpose of making the 
line. There would then be more immediate pro­
bability of the hon. gentleman securing what 
he so much desired, than if he left it to the 
Govenunent. The U-overnrnent had recognised 
the principle of making railways by land grants 
in the short line from iYiaryborough to Burrum, 
un which it would be premature to express an 
opinion until the Bill was before them. If that 
principle \Vas to be recognised in one case, 
snrely it might be applied to unother; and if the 
facts were as the hon. member had stated-if there 
were i5, 000 people who would he benefited by the 
line, aud half-a-million acres of rich agricnltural 
land unalienf1ted in the district-there were two 
conditions which would justify the expectation 
that a payable line might be macle. Here was an 
opportunity for the hon. member to distinguish 
himself. Amongst those .'5,000 people there must 
be a proportion who would he willing to contri­
bute towards the promotion of the line by sub­
scribing part of the capital-knowing that their 
!mid would be benefited by it-with the pro­
bability of receiving a grant from the Govern­
ment for the purpose of carrying it out. They 
would certainly be able to construct it much 
cheaper, and perhaps they would be i1ble to show 
some eX}Jerin1ents in engineering a,nd the man­
agement of railways of which others were in 
ignorance. Here was the very caee that was 
wanted to illustrate what might be done by 
judicious priv10te enterprise, backed up by a 
grant of land. He hoped, therefore, that the 
principle would be further developed, and that 

they would hear of the hon. gentleman having 
organised some private enterprise by which his 
rail way would be carried out more speedily than 
it would be under ,the auspices of the Govern­
ment. 

Mr. PERSSE said he would willingly accept 
the promise of the Minister for Works. Having 
pointed out, as clearly as he possibly could, the 
claims of the district to a railway, he was glad 
to have satisfied the hon. gentleman's mind in 
certain respects. Although the form of the 
motion was an error, it was the only way in 
which he could have brought the matter forward, 
as he could form no estimate of the cost ofthe line. 
He thought the district would decline to con­
struct the railway in the manner suggested by 
the hon. gentleman (Mr. Douglas). He failed to 
see why the Logan district should be fixed upon 
for an experiment of that kind. For his own 
part, he should be very sorry to take his money 
out of cattle and horses and put it into a business 
he knew nothing about. He might manage to 
make a little money out of his cattle and horses, 
but he would make a tremendous mess of it if he 
went into ,-ailway building. The system could 
better have been tried on the Maryborongh and 
Gym pie line, or the Bunclaberg and Mount Perry 
line, where far less land was alienated. People 
who had bought land would not put their 
money into constructing a railway on the land­
grant system. He was able now to point out 
the exact quantity of unalienated land in the 
district. It was as follows :-Melcombe and 
Palan, G7,200 acres; 'I'elemon, ()5,280; 'l'am­
rookam, 42,240; Beauclesert, 3,840 ; l\funcloon­
bah, 12,800 ; Bromilton, 10,880; Mnndoolan, 
2,5GO; Undullah, 4,500; Jimboomba, 1,600 ; 
Tabrag10lba, 3,300 ; IV oogaroo, towards Logan 
parish, 29,440; Tambourine and Wickham, 
11,.'520; parishes of Cedar, \Vithnrn and Roberts, 
170,880: making a total of 425,740 acres. That 
land, if offered for· sale, would be readily bought 
if a line of rail way was to be constructed, and 
that alone would pay for the cost of construe-' 
tion. He was convinced that the line would 
pay if made on the cheap system recom­
mended by Captain Galton - platforms in­
stead of station buildings, and with as few offi­
cials as possible. That was the principle on 
which the Canadian lines had been constructed, 
and if it was applied to branch lines in Queens­
land they might be made to pay both clu·ectly 
and indirectly. A speed of seven or eight miles 
an hour would be quite enough to bring produce 
to town. On the assurance of the l\Enister for 
\Vorks that the survey would be commenced as 
soon as practicable, he begged to withdraw the 
motion. 

l\1otion withdrawn accordingly. 

GLADSTONE AKD GRACEJ\IEHE SUR­
YE YED LIKE. 

J\fr. NORTO::'f, in moving-
'rhat in tlle opinion of the IIon-"e it it: desirahle that 

all Crown Lands requisite for Railwa.y pnrpo.ses along 
the snrYered line from Gladl'ltone to Gracemere be re­
smTcd froill selection or sale-

si1id that some years ag·o, at the recommendation 
of the Colonial Secretary, who was then the 
member for Port Curtis, a sum was voted for 
the sun'ey of a line from Hockhampton or Grace­
mere to Port Curtis. The survey had been 
carried out, and the surveym's report showed 
that the only engineering difficulty in the way 
wa,, the necessity of placing a bridge over the 
Calliope River. His present object was not to 
urge the conRtruction of the line, but simply 
to name the lands that would be neceHsary for 
the purpose of being reserved in order that 
selection might he prevented. One selection 
he understood had already been taken np which 
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included part of the survey ; and if that was 
to be continued, and the line was ultimately 
made, the land would have to be re-purchased 
at a much higher price than it was actually 
worth. A few evenings since the Minister for 
Works read a memorandum to the House show­
ing the prices that had been paid for re­
sumed land on the different railway lines ; and 
that alone was a strong argument in favour of 
the reservation of all land along lines surveyed 
for rail way purposes. The fact of a survey 
having been made showed that the line might 
be required at some time for a railway, and 
sufficient land for the purpose should be at 
once reserved. He did not think there would 
be any objection to the motion. On a for­
mer occasion he anticipated that it would be 
allowed to pass as a formal motion. The 
leader of the Opposition, who objected, had 
Hince explained to him that his only reason for 
doing so was that the House might be informed 
of the reason why the matter was brought for­
ward. A branch line connecting Rockhampton 
and Gracemere was surveyed. His first idea 
was to include that in the motion, but upon 
inquiry he found that the whole of the land 
along the line was already purchased or reserved 
for some particular purpose. The line from 
Gracemere to Gladstone was seventy-five miles 
in length, only eighteen of which was purchased 
land. All the rest was Crown lands with the 
exception of the selection to which he had re­
ferred. That that land should be reserved for 
the purpose of making the line was the only 
object he had in bringing the motion forward. 

Mr. WELD-BLUNDELL said he fully en­
dorsed what had been said by the hon. member 
(Mr. Norton). It was most important that land 
along which it was probable a line of railway 
would ultimately be formed should be kept 
entirely free from selection. His own opinion 
about Gladstone was that it would ultimately 
become a large port. No matter how much 
money was expended on the Fitzroy, he did not 
think it could be made a navigable river, and a 
sufficient amount of money had been wasted 
upon it already. If it was ultimately found im­
possible to obtain water sufficiently deep at the 
mouth of the river, where large vessels could 
lay alongside the wharves and carry away the 
produce of the interior of the colony, it would 
become necessary to resort to the waters of Glad­
stone. The question was a most important one, 
and he was glad the hon. member had brought 
it forward. 

Mr. ARCHER said it was not his intention to 
oppose the motion, but if the hon. member (Mr. 
Weld-Blundell) had had a little more Parliamen­
tary experience, he would not have mixed up two 
guestions at once on a matter of that kind. 
If there had been the slightest chance of opposi­
tion to the resolution, the speech of the hon. 
member (:Mr. "VVeld-Blundell) would certainly 
have caused it to be opposed. He had not the 
slightest jealousy towards Gladstone, and was 
quite prepared to support the motion. "VVhether 
the Fitzroy was deepened or not, he believed 
that a railway from Rockhampton to Gladstone 
would be made eventually, and that when the 
proper time came there would be no opposition. 
Meantime, it was no use to mix up two different 
subjects together, and he should advise the hon. 
member (Mr. Weld-Blundell), if that hon. mem­
ber ever had a motion of his own to get through 
the House, to confine himself to the subject of it. 
\Vhile dissenting from the remarks of the hon. 
member, he should support the motion, because 
he considered it a very desirable one. 

Mr. GROOM said he thought the hon. mem­
ber for Clermont was perfectly right. As an old 
member of the House, he could say that the 

amount of money which ha<l been spent from 
time to time in deepening the Brisbane and the 
Fitzroy rivers would have sufficed to make not 
only a railway from Gladstone to Hockharnpton, 
but also one from Brisbane to cleep-w:tter. The 
Brisbane River had been a perfect sink of ex­
penditure. Tens of thousands of pounds had 
been spent on it, year after year, during the last 
eighteen years to his knowledge, sometimes at 
the rate of £100,000 a-year. He remembered 
when Sir Robert :Mackenzie went hob-nobbing 
about in the Bay, sounding here, there, and every­
where, the result of which was a recommenda­
tion for the further expenditure of £100,000. 
·what practical good hac! resulted? At the pre­
sent time the Brisbane River was as bad as ever 
it was. 

The COLOKIAL SECRETARY: Xo. 
Mr. GROO::YI repeated that it was. Of what 

use was the Francis Channel? He heard that 
the '' Kate" stuck in thG mud near Cleveland the 
other day. 

The PRE:NIIER : Forty miles away! 

Mr. GROOM said that even in the Francis 
Channel he had heard of steamers being stuck in 
the mud. The time had come, he thought, to 
stop such expenditure. N" othing that could be 
done would make either the Brisbane or the 
l<'itzroy navigable, and the proper plan in each 
case was to take a railway to <leep-water, 
wherever the termini might be. The opinion of 
many men of experience in the southern colonies 
was, that if any port on the Queensland coast 
would ever be able to rival Port J ackson it 
would be Gladstone; and in any case there 
could be no doubt that Gladstone was a place 
which would rise into importance. The hon. mem­
ber for Clermont had taken a sensible and prac­
tical view of the matter. He (Mr. Groom) 
should be prepared when the Estimates came 
on for discussion to assist in Rtriking out every 
vote for deepening those rivers, with a view to 
having the money expended in railways to deep­
water, which would be the means of helping 
every industry in the colony. It was the duty 
of Government, as he hac! always contenclecl, 
to reserve from sale or selection all land along 
a surveyed line of railway. Striking proof 
of the land jobbing carriecl on had Leen given 
by the Minister for "VVor ks in the course of 
the debate on the Hailway Bill, and the hon. 
gentleman might even have gone further. lie 
knew parties who had received £8,000 an acre 
for l:J.nd in addition to the enormous advan­
tages accruing to them froin having a railway 
running near their properties. In the few 
simple words addressed to the Hou,e by the hon. 
member for Clermont the key-note to the solu­
tion of the whole question had been sounded. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he should support the 
resolution as it stood. He thought it was time 
that the House should deal with the question of 
attempting to deepen the J!'itzroy Hiver. The 
attempted deepening was a most dangerous ex­
periment. Enormous snms of money had been 
thrown into that river, with the result of making 
it much shallower than it ever was before. It 
would have been much better if a railway had 
been made to deep-water in the first instance. 
The point to which the railw11Y should be made 
appeared to be a vexed question, and he would 
offer no opinion. The reason why such a railway 
had not been made was not because the House 
would not have granted it, but because the repre­
sentatives of Rockhampton were dead against it, 
thinking that the trade of llockhampton woulrl 
shift to the new township at cleep-water. They 
could not see further than their noses. The same 
thing harl been done in much more important 
places without any damage resulting to the main 
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city. They might as well say that Sandridge 
had rlamaged Melbourne instead of made it, as 
was the case. He did not know of any instance 
where a large city had been dmnaged through 
being· connected by rail with a shipping port. 
No rlamage would have been done to Rockhamp­
ton, and a railway might have been made at a 
comparatively snmll expense. He was rather 
amused at the remal"ks of the hon. member for 
'l'oowoomba, who stated that he believed, and 
always did believe, that Brisbane should have 
been connected with deep-water, and that the 
large sulnK of n1oney spent in deepening the river 
had been wasted. Yet that hon. member was 
one of those who voted for the construction of 
the dock at South Brisbane, whilst he (::Ylr. 
Morehead) a! ways opposed it. Did the hon. 
member now propose that the dock should 
be taken clown to deep-water? The money 
that lutrl been wasted upon that perfectly 
URe!ess work-undertaken for political purposes, 
and no other-would have gone a long way 
towards 1naking a, railway to deep-water. No\v 
the hrm. member got up and told the House that 
he always believed that there should be railway 
connection between Brisbane and deep-water. 
He (Mr. l\lorehead) believed so also, but the 
question was how was it to be obtained? In 
the meantime, the channel in the river should be 
kept clear and made available for sea-going 
vessels. Even the h(m. member himself would 
find it difficult to point out how easy access to 
deep-water could be had. He had had the 
honour of sitting on a wharfage cmnmission 
which dealt to some extent with this question, 
and he remembered that very great difficulties 
were raised as to which was the point of deep­
water nenrest to Brisbane. 

Mr. ARCHER : The nearest available deep 
water is at Gladstone. 

Mr. MOHEHEAD said the question was one 
surrounded by difficulties, and required more 
serious consideration than it would receive from 
this House. The necessary inquiry would in­
clude the opinions of experts, and probably 
many years would be needed to make it com­
plete. Holding those views, he considered that 
for the present the existing means of communi­
cation should be kept clear. The river could be 
deepened, and had been with great succe,s. The 
result of attempted deepening in the J<'itzroy 
had been, according to his information, exactly 
the opposite-navigation being now worse than 
it was many years ago. Mr . .1'\isbet said at the 
outset that the construction of training walls 
was an experiment which had been successful 
in some instances, but with regard to the suc­
cess of which in this case he expressed grave 
doubts. His (~fr. Morehead's) own opinion was 
that if thev went a little further and spent a few 
more tens"' of thousands of pounds they would 
turn what was a river into dry land and be able 
to run a rail way along the original bed. But fm 
the shortsightedness of the inhabitants of Rock­
hampton they might have had a railway down 
to Keppel Bay-a port, he believed, second to 
none on the Australian coast. He had heard 
over and over again from the captains of coasting 
and other vessels that the harbour was not 
second even to G ladstone. At the same time, he 
held with the resolution, believing that lands 
along a survey line should not be alienated. K o 
better proof of that could be adduced than was 
contained in the statements made by the hon. 
member for Toowoomba and by the :Minister for 
'Norks when they showed the enormous sums 
that had been paid for the resumption of land. 
The resolution, at all events, could do no possible 
harm and might do a great deal of good. That 
Gladstone would become a shipping port in the 
future there could be no doubt, and the con­
struction of a branch line from Gracemere or 

vV estwood was not at all improbable. The land 
to be reserved was, he took it, of no very iireat 
intrinsic value · if sold, it would only realise a 
very small suU: now, and might have to be re­
pur"chased at very great cost hereafter. He 
therefore cordially supported.the resolutio~; an? 
believed it would commend Itself to the mtelh­
gence of every hon. m em her of the House. 

Mr. FJ<JEZ said he should support the resolu­
tion, believing that it was a wise plan to reserve 
lands through which railways had been surveyed. 
With regard to the arguments of the hon. mem­
ber for Mitchell the hon. member must for 
once stand corrected on many points. The hon. 
member spoke about a railway from Gracemere 
down to Gladstone ; but if he knew that Grace­
mere was eighty miles dista':'t from Gladstone, 
and that Gracemere was distant from Rock­
hampton only six miles, and from there the 
distance to deep-water was only fifteen miles, he 
would admit that the distance of twenty-one 
miles should be preferred to the dista':'ce of 
eighty miles. The hon. member for the Mitchell 
referred to the shortsightedness of the members 
for Rockhampton, and, in a greater measure, 
of the people themselves ; but he was wrong 
there. vVhen the question of deepening the 
Fitzroy River was before the House, an engineer 
from :En~Iand was obtained to give an opinion; 
and the ~ngineer gave it as his opinion that a 
certain depth, satisfactor:y- to the whole col!ntrJ;, 
could be obtained by his system of groms If 
he were provided with a powe.r~ul dredge as 
his work proceeded. That provisiOn had never 
been carried out. JI/Ir. Nisbet was a scientific 
man and credence should be given to his state­
ments that as soon as such a dredge was provided 
he would be able to make the river navigable 
for vessels drawing 15 or 16 feet of water. 
Hon. members had no right to deny the ability 
of Mr. Nisbet until his condition had been 
complied with. At present they had got 4 feet 
more water near the lightship, but it was 
impossible to keep the channel clear without 
a dredge. For that reason the work up to the 
present time had not been so successful. There 
were two points where deep water could be ob­
tained. One was at Central Island, about 8 
miles from Rockhampton by road, where at very 
small expense water to accommodate vessels 
drawing from 15 to 18 feet of water could be 
obtained · and the other was at Broadmount, 
where after cutting the only obstruction of 
a slat~ rock bottom extending over about 20 
feet, they could come alongside from Keppel Bay 
into the J<'it7.roy River to an anchorage of 25 
feet, which was acknowledged to be equal to 
Port Curtis as a harbour. They would then have 
the great advantage of a deep-waterwharfwithin 
a very short distance of a large popt:lation. ~e 
did not know much about the questwn of Bris­
bane. Apparently a difficu~ty had ari~en in 
finding a good ha.rbour outside. He did n.ot 
think the aro-ument of the hon. member for Mit­
chell about the shortsightedness and folly of the 
Hockhampton people had been sustained. There 
were good reasons for believing that the river 
could be made navigable for large vessels. 

The JVIIKISTER J<'OR LANDS (Mr. Perkins) 
said the innocent and harmless resolution of 
the hon. member was not likely to meet with 
opposition. If the hon. member had made a 
request to the Department, no doubt action 
would have been taken in the direction desired 
by him. It was quite unnecessary to go into a 
comparison between Rockhampton and Glad­
stone or to speculate as to the probable result 
of the deepening of the Fitzroy. Gladstone 
was acknowledged to be the best port on the 
coast, but the chances of a railway going there 
were very remote ; still, he had no doubt that 
the time would come when a railway would 
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be made. He believed that money was being 
justly and wisely expended in deepening the 
river approach to Hockhampton. The enter­
prise of the people of Rockhampton entitled 
them to all they were getting, and a great deal 
more. His opinion was that the people of Rock­
hampton were more enterprising than were the 
people in any other part of Queensland. The 
Government were willing to accede to the 
motion. There was every desire on their part 
to go in for economy, with a view to the exten­
sion of railways in every direction, and unques­
tionably it would be wise economy to reserve 
from alienation lands through which there was 
any likelihood of rail ways passing. 

Mr. STEVENSON said his opinion with re­
gard to the operations being carried on in the 
Fitzroy River was that they would be successful 
so far as that part of the river was concerned, but 
the question which arose in his mind was whether 
they were not shifting a sandbank from one part 
and lodging it further down the river. He 
should not think of advocating that Gladstone 
should be made the shipping outlet if the Fitzroy 
could be made navigable for large ships, or so 
long as they had deep water within fifteen or 
twenty miles of Rockhampton. It was perfectly 
absurd to talk of constructing a railway to Glad­
stone to take the traffic from Rock ham pton, 
when a railway could be made from Rockhamp­
ton to Broadmount, where there was deep water, 
at a small cost. At some future time a railway 
might be required from Gracemere to Gladstone, 
and he had not the slightest objection to land 
being reserved for that purpose. He thoroughly 
believed in the principle of reserving land where 
there was a prospect of rail ways being made. 

Mr. NORTON said that, in proposing his 
motion, he purposely avoided making any refer­
ence to the deepening of the Fitzroy River. 
The motion was one of such a simple nature 
that he thought it just as well to allow it to 
pass and be done with. Hon. members ought 
to know his views with regard to the deepening 
of the Fitzroy River, because, last year, he pro­
posed that the works then in progress should be 
suspended. He got no support then, but he 
thought he might get some now. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN : I supported you. 
Mr. NOR TON said that the hon. member said 

he supported him, but the hon. member said 
nothing about it at the time. As the hon. 
member for Mitchell had said, there were 
great difficulties in the way of getting to the 
deep water. There was only twelve feet of 
water at the mouth of the river, and, by driving 
millions of tons of sand down there, there was 
great danger of filling np the mouth. If the 
sand did not fill up the mouth or shoal it, it might 
form a bank in the bay, which would increase the 
difficulties in the way of the entrance of ships. 
He did not believe in the works for deepening 
the river, although he was not going to say a word 
against Mr. Kisbet. He had discussed the matter 
with Mr. Nisbet, and that gentleman had satis­
fied him that his theory was correct. vVhether 
or not it would be practically successful he 
could not say, as he did not profess to know 
anything about the subject. He was convinced 
that Mr. Nisbet believed thoroug·hly that what 
he was doing would be effectual. He wished to 
take that opportunity to thank Mr. Nisbet for 
the courtesy he had shown him in explaining the 
object of the works. He was pleased to find 
that there was no opposition to the motion. 

Question put and passed. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY ACT OF 18G7. 
Mr. RUTLEDGE moved for leave to intro­

duce a Bill to amend the Legislative AssemLly 
Act of 18G7 in certain particulars. 

Question put and passed. 

CLOSED ROADS ON DAllLIKG DOWKS. 
Mr. MILES moved,-That there be laid on 

the table of the House a return, showing-
1. All applications for the permanent closing of Roads 

within the District of Darling Dmvns, together with all 
correspondence thcreon, 1rorn the 1st January, 187!:5, up 
to present date. 

2. 'fhe names of all applicants for permission to close 
Roads permanently, together with the area. contained in 
such roads, and the price 1-faid per acre by eacll appli­
cant. 

3. Copies of all Reports on the closing of Roads, and 
by \vhom reported. 

4. Copies of all Correspondence and Petitions objecting 
to the closing of Hoads, if any. 

5. Copies of all applic:ntions for permission to purchase 
W"ater Re::~erves during the smne yeriod. 

He would explain that he had been frequently 
accused, both by the Colonial Secretary and 
the Minister for Lands, of having been guilty 
of malpractices in connection with the clrming 
of roads ; and he desired the returns asked for 
to show exactlY what he had done. He claret! 
say that the Colonial Secretary wonld admit 
that in charging him with having sold roads to 
himself he was in error. He was never Minister 
for Lands, and therefore could not sell roads to 
himself. vVhat he had done was to adopt a 
course which was open to any other individual 
in regard to useless closed roads. He had done 
nothing but what he was entitled by law to do. 
The 65th section of the Crown Lands Alienation 
Act of 187G said-

" It shall be lawful for the owner or owners of any pur­
chased lands adjoining a road which ls required for 
acce:;;s to snch l-ands only, and is not otherwi8e reqnin'lcl 
for public use or convenience, to make applicati01r in 
writing to the }iinister that such road may be cloMJd elthcr 
pennanently or temporarily. On the recei]Jt of sueh 
applicatiOn the :\!inister ~hall cause notice thereof to l)e 
inserted in the Gazttte and in such local newspapers (if 
any) as he may think advisable, and also conspicuously 
posted on the road to be closed and at the nearest land 
office, police office. and post office, for a period of not 
less than two nor more than six calendar months conse­
cutively." 

The GGth section said-
n At the expiration of such period the Governor in 

Council may approve of such n.pplication with or 
without modification. If the avplication is for the 
permanent closure of the road and is approved without 
modification, the Governor in Council mny order the 
closure of the road upon payment of such price as he 
may think reasonable." 

Now, he had complied with the Act in every way; 
but, notwithstanding, the charge waB circulate<l 
at the last Darling Downs election that he had 
been guilty of a nwst grievous crirrte agaiust the 
public in closing the roads. 

The l\IINISTER J<'OH LAXDS : So you 
have! 

Mr. l\IILES said tlmt if he had he had acted 
in accordance with law. He presumed the hon. 
gentleman would not dispute that : The Minis­
ter for Lands, in attacking him, also said that he 
had closed his paddocks to the raihmy contrac­
tors. He denied the accuracy of that state­
ment at the time ; Lut he had since written to 
the contractors, and had received the following 
reply:-

"Contractor's Office, Graving Dock, 
"BrislJane, August 5, 1880. 

H 'Wm. 1Iiles, n.;q., :u.L.A., Brisbane. 
"'DE.\.R SIR, 

"\Ye beg to acknowledge receipt of ~·our fa Your of 
the 20th ultimo, which has unavoidably been left 
unattended to until now, mving to the ahsenee or onr 
principals from Tirisbane. In reply, we now have 
pleasure in stating that, from the commeneement of onr 
works at Dahy, we had vermission t'rom you to ·enter 
yom· paddocks for any pnrposes neee~sary for the 
carrying out of same, and throughout received ov~ry 
favonr and consideration at your hands. The only thlllg 
which we now have to regret is that we may have txken 
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too great an advantage of your kindness, and con­
se(lnently yonr property may ha Ye sutl'ered 1norc injury 
than was at ill'::;t contemplated. 

'"\Ye are, dear Sir, 
"Yours very trnly, 

"'J. and A... 0\'EH.EXD and Co., 
"per J. 1V. Stack." 

He tool<" that to be sufficient answer to the 
charges of the Minister for Lands. 

The COLO='JIA L SECHJ~TAllY: I should 
like to see the letter. 

J\Ir. MILES said he had no objection. He 
was nut in the habit of producing incorrect and 
falsified correspondence. The land in question 
was bought at auction, and he did not think it 
would be found that any great favour had been 
shown him. \Vhatever had been done was done 
legally. .Moreover, the Minister for Lands had 
a<lvo<,ated the very thing he ha<l done-namely, 
the dosing of unnecessary roads. The land he 
had purchased was surveyed in small blocks, and 
portions of it were sometimes flooded to a depth 
of two feet. If the returns were furnished it 
would be found that he had applied for the 
closure of the roads in the usual way. 

The COLONIAL SECllETAllY said he did 
not intend to say much upon the subject of the 
motion. The hon. member said he had accused 
him, as :Minister for Lands, of selling land to 
himself. He never did anything of the kind. 

Mr. MILES : You are reported to have done 
RO. 

The COLONIAL SECllETAllY said Hctn· 
sam1 n1ade occasional n1istakes, and the n1istake 
between Minister for \Vorks and Minister for 
Lands was in this case a very simple mistake. 
He knew perfectly well that the hon. member 
refused to be l\Iiuister for Lands because, to use 
his O\Vn words, he refused to do scavenger's work 
in the Government of which the hon. member 
for l\Iaryborough was Premier. But the hon. 
memher could get his work clone through the 
office without being Minister for Lands; and he 
believed the h<m. member had had it done. He 
would not retract one word of what he had 
said, which was that as JV[inister for \Vorks the 
hon. m ern ber did obtain possession of the lands, 
mtd, he helieved, in a very queer way. The cir· 
cmnstance of an ex-l\1inister of the Crown coming 
into the House with a certificate, not even from 
railway contractors, but from a clerk to railway 
contractors, that the hem. member conducted 
himself properly towards them did not say much 
for him. The letter read by the hon. member 
w<ts not signed by Overend and Co., but by J·. 
\V. Stack. This was the first time in his expe· 
rience that an ex-l\[inister of the Crown, in 
<lefence of his character, presented such a certifi. 
cate as that. 

The MINISTEll FOil LANDS said the 
Government would not oppose the motion. 
They did not object to produce the returns the 
hon. member desired. The hon. member now 
said that he had complied with the law, and 
cavilled at the charge that he had done certain 
things as Minister for Lands-whether Minister 
for L>tuds or J\Iinister for \VorkR did not, under 
the circumstances, matter very much. There 
was, at all events, something very suspicious 
ahont the h<m. member's transaction. From the 
report of the Land Commissioner at Toowoomba, 
it appeared that the hem. member for Darling 
Downs, after having secured the roads and got 
them closed, applied to the Lands Department to 
have sold to him six water and camping re­
serves upon the Condamine River. The report 
waH of a. very ambiguous nature. The Conn11is~ 
sinner statecl that, the roads leading to the re­
sel'ves having been closecl, he sa.w no neceHRity for 
the reserves. He hacl not visited the locality; 

but he was informed that great inconvenience 
had resnlted from the closing- of the roads, and 
that some timber-getters had been oblig-ed to 
abandon their pursuit, on account of the long 
distances they were compelled to travel. He 
Wlls perfectly acquainted with the circumstances 
under which the hon member obtained the letter 
he had read to the House. It was not worth 
the paper upon which it was written. True, 
the hon. member had not obstructed the con· 
tractors directly ; but he had obstructed the sub­
contractors, or sleeper-carriers. The contractors, 
of course, did not care what the material cost the 
sub-contractors as long as they obtained it at a 
certain price. \Vhat would not be a crime on 
the part of another member of the House, he 
regarded as a crime upon the part of the hon. 
member for Darling Downs, because that hon. 
member was continually going about bleating 
and professing to have discovered fraud. In the 
west, the hon. member had interviewed people, 
telling them that the Douglas Ponds people 
had been cheated out of their water by this 
Ministry, and stories of that description he, on 
his return from his travels, published in a 
rag at Toowoomba, which the hon. member 
was said to be running for the good of the 
country-at whose expense he did not know. 
The hon. member had never had the man­
liness to come forward and retract these state­
ments, some of which were intended to injure 
him personally. He did not blame the hon. 
member for doing some of the things he had 
done ; he did not ~ay that others would not do 
the same things. \Vhat he blamed the hon. 
member for was that, having got as much as he 
could for himself in the shape of roads, re­
serves, and water frontages, he turned round 
and bawled out that such proceedings were 
a positive crime on the part of other people. 
If the hon. member would only just make com­
parisons and look around him he would find that 
there was as great a desire to protect him as any 
member in that House or any person outside of 
it. Hon. members well knew what changes had 
been going on in the Lands Department, and 
how sudden those changes had been from time to 
time, and, therefore, it was not his (Mr. Perkins') 
intention to express an opinion on what the 
effect of those changes might have been. The 
hun. memher himself knew that, owing to the 
sudden changes that had been made in the ad­
ministration of the Lands Department, the most 
honest man in the country might be appointed to 
that office and be powerless to prevent frauds 
that had been carried on, and of which he knew 
nothing. He thought the less the hon. member 
called attention to this matter the better ; how­
ever, he (Mr. Perkins) would be prepared to lay 
on the table the returns the hon. member seemed 
so anxious to get, and, if necessary, would be 
prepared to supplement them with a little more 
information. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said he thought it would be 
nothing but fair that the papers moved for should 
be produced, and he considered it would have 
been much better on the part of the Minister for 
Lands to have deferred the remarks he had just 
made until after the papers were produced. 
vVith regard to the question of closing roads, the 
hon. l\linister for I"ands must be aware that no 
road could be closed until after such proposed 
closure had been duly advertised. He knew that 
during his tenure of office as l\1inister for Lands 
a large number of these cases came before him, 
and he nude it his duty to carefully inquire into 
each case, and he presumed that what he did 
as a :Minister was done by other Ministers also. 
He believed that closing a road was a matter in 
which a Minister for Lands should be particularly 
careful, and that he should see that a road was 
not closed until he had fully satisfied himself 
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that there was no objection to such closure. So 
far as this particular case was concerned, he had 
no recollection of having had anything to do 
with it, but he had hadagreatdeal to do with other 
cases of a similar nature, and his experience had 
told him that a Minister for Lands must exercise 
extreme caution in dealing with such cases. With 
reference to the letter which had been read bv 
the hon. memberfor Darling Downs (Mr. Miles), 
and which had been referred to by the hon. 
Colonial Secretary, the fact of its having been 
signed by a clerk in the employment of Messrs. 
Overend and Company was in itself nothing to 
justify the objection which had been taken to it 
by the hon. gentleman, as no doubt the confi­
dential clerk to that firm had power to do that 
they would do themselves, and therefore a letter 
bearing his signature had as much weight as if 
signed by the firm personally. It was rather a 
small objection to make on the part of the hon. 
gentleman, especially as it might be reasonably 
presumed that the clerk in question was autho­
rised by Messrs. Overend and Company to sign 
on their behalf. The Minister for Lands had 
referred to the motion of the hon. member for 
Darling Downs in rather an unpleasant way ; 
and if he thought that that was the style he 
should adopt in making a Ministerial statement, 
it was a very great mistake on his part. 

Mr. HORWITZ said he rose merely for the 
purpose of making a short explanation with re­
gard to Mr. Stack, who had been referred to as 
the gentleman signing a letter read by the hon. 
member for Darling Downs. He wished to state 
that Mr. Stack was not only in the habit of sign­
ing letters on behalf of Messrs. Overend and Co., 
but also signed the cheques of that firm. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS thought it 
was a matter of very little interest to that House 
who Mr. Stack was-whether he was the confi­
dential clerk of Messrs. Overend or not; but, as 
had been stated by the hon. Colonial Secretary, 
it was rather an undignified proceeding on the 
part of any hon. member of that House to bring 
forward a certificate signed by any firm as to 
what he had or had not clone. The hon. mem­
ber for Maryborough (Mr. Douglas) had re­
ferred to the duties of a Minister for Lands in 
regard to closing roads ; but he (Mr. Macrossan) 
took exception to the remarks of the hon. 
gentleman in this respect, that he considered it 
was not the duty of any Minister for Lands to 
close a road which led either to water or to a 
camping reserve. If such a request was made 
by the humblest member of the House it should 
not be granted-much less to a member who had 
been a Minister of the Crown ;-in fact, a Minister 
fer Lands could not be too careful in closing any 
road, more especially one leading to a cam ping or 
water reserve. 

Mr. KATES said he willhed to draw attention 
to a reference made by the hon. Minister for 
Lands to what the hon. gentleman callerl a 
"rag," and he thought it would have been 
better for the country if the hon. gentleman 
had paid a little more attention to that 
"rag." It was not so long ago since a certain 
valuable piece of land on the Darling Downs was 
advertised for sale, but, owing to the hon. 
Minister for Lands wishing to gratify his spite 
against the proprietor of the Toowoomua Olwonicle, 
no advertisement of the proposed sale appeared 
in that paper, but only in the Da1•/iny Dmvns 
Gazette. It appeared that two farmers in Too­
woomba were anxiously waiting for the sale of 
this land; one-,Tohn Holmes by name-sub­
scribed to the Tomcoombct Chronicle, and the other 
-John McGhie- subscribed to the Da1·liny 
Dmvns Ga,~ette. McGhie, seeing the advertisement 
in the Gazette, quietly slipped clown and securer! 
the land, whilst John Holmes missed his chance 

through not being a subscriber to that paj:l€r, 
He (Mr. Kates) met Holmes a few days after­
wards, who told him that he had been prepared 
to give double the amount for the piece of land 
that had been paid for it h:1d he known the date 
of the sale ; and the consequence was that the 
country lost a hundred pounds or more by the 
action of the hon. Minister for Lands.' 

1\lr. l\1ILES said he should have taken no 
notice of the remarks of the Minister for Lands 
had the hon. gentleman not accused him of being 
connected with some rag of a paper-he pre­
sumed the hon. gentleman referred to the Too­
woombn Chronide. No-w, he begged to state that 
he had no more to do with that paper than the 
hon. the Speaker had. He did nut suppose that 
his denial or anything he said would have any 
effect upon the hon. :Minister for Lands, who 
went about telling stories everywhere, and like 
an old fish-fag took very good care that no story, 
however bad, should 'lose anything by going; 
through his hands. He did not believe that 
any .Minister who had ever sat on the Treasury 
benches had conducted himself in the gross 
manner the hon. gentleman did, as all he 
did was to abuse and slander anvone who 
differed from him. All the hon. g·entfeman hall 
stated that afternoon with regard to any action 
of himself (Mr. Miles) was utterly false, as the 
Minister for Lands at the time, and the U ndcr 
Secretary also, took care that they had the 
fullest information before they consented to clo 
anything. He thought it was unbecoming of 
the hon. Minister for Lamls to utter gross false­
hoods in that House. He did not believe it was 
any use taking notice of what the hon. gentle­
man said, because he was beyond redemption, and 
there was no hope of his showing any modera­
tion in the statements he made. But he (Mr. 
Miles) w:1s not alone the object of the hon. gen­
tleman's abusive attacks; only a few nig-hts 
ago the hon. member for South Brisbane (J\lr. 
}'raser) was abused by him, because he had 
the effrontery to move for leave to introduce 
'"Bill to regulate the sale of colonial wines. At 
the same time, there was not a member in the 
House who was so sensitive to tmy remark which 
he thought affected him. The hon. gentleman 
was constantly harping and harping on the point 
that he (l\fr. Miles) had clone this or that; but if 
the hon. gentleman would look at home a little 
bit he would not be so ready to make imputa­
tions against others, for there was not a member 
in that House who conducted himself in a more 
gross way than the hon. gentleman had clone. 

Mr. GROOM said it was indelicate for any 
member to introduce the private business of any 
other member to the House, and in all his public 
career he did not believe that he had ever done 
such a thing. He had endeavoured to separate 
a member's public position from his private busi­
ness, because he did not think it right that the 
private business of any member should he re­
ferred to in the House. It was his mode of 
livelihood, and any injurious expression made 
regarding it would be read throug·hont the 
colony, and might do him much injury. He 
should only say, in reference to the remark 
of the Minister for Lands, that neither Mr. 
lYfiles nor anybody else had any control over 
the columns of the 1'oowoombct Oh1·onicle, and 
that the editor was a gentleman by education, by 
mental culture and otherwise, and that he (Mr. 
Groom) had no control over him as editor .. Every­
body knew that a competent editor would not be 
subjected to control and that he would rather 
resign than be a kind of tool or write against his 
honest convictions. The gentleman to whom he 
referred was a student at one of the high schools 
of Scotland, and a graduate of Edinburgh U niver­
sity, and, as far as education was concerned, would 
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bear comparison with anyone inside the House or 
outside it. He conducted himself as a g-entleman, 
and he (iYir. Groom) did not interfere with him 
in his editorial capacity, and would not do so as 
long as he did not commit the paper to any libels. 

The JYIINISTER FOE LANDS: He is doing 
it every day. 

Mr. GROOM said he was not. Plain, candid 
speaking was not libel. He should he very sorry 
indeed if the editor of the Chmnicle uttered such 
libels as the hon. gentleman did, hut the hon. 
gentleman took care that they were uttered 
where a court of law could not reach him; other­
wise he (Mr. Groom) would have had the oppor­
tunity, last session, of prJceeding a,gaint:t hin1 in 
a court of law, and of vindicating hi£ character 
there. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: You had 
the opportunity in the House. 'Why did you not 
nse it·~ 

Mr. GROOM said that if the hon. gentleman 
woulrl not continually harbour suspicions against 
cm·t"'in hon. members-if he would only bring 
himself to believe that they had something else to 
think about than him-it would be better. After 
all was said and clone, they were only mort(cl, 
and life was not so long that they could cherish 
animosities against each other. He wished 
that a change took place, and that m em­
bers on both sides were more sociable. He did 
not know whether, as the Colonial Secretary 
interjected, the millennium would come, but, at 
any mte, there would be more courtesy. 'l'hel'e 
was no necessity for continuing the bad feelings 
which existed ; he had no desire to continue 
them, and he believed there was no need for 
them. Life was not so long that they could be 
cal'ping at each other, and trying to stab e;tch 
other behind the back. He desired to repeat 
that the columns of the ToowaomiHt Ch?·onicle were 
not controlled by l'IIr. Miles or anybody else. He 
was not ashamed of the way in which it was con­
ducted-it was conducted on commercial and strict 
literary principles. He would not have spoken 
if the hem. gentleman had not indicated that the 
member for Darling Downs was connected in 
some way with the Chronicle; that connection 
was a purely business one. \Vhat would be said 
if he told the secrets contained in the Trade 
Protection Lists, in connection with hon mem­
bers opposite? \Vhat would the public say if 
he got up and charged members opposite with 
being the Inortgagors of a certain bank, or 
a certain money-lending institution ? He 
would deserve to be howled down by members 
on either side. All commercial undertakings 
were obliged to get pecuniary assistance, but 
because that was the case was it to be brought 
up as a charge that a man was not independent, 
and tlmt the paper which he owned "as 
not independent? It was not fair, not can­
clicl, anrl not right to interfere with an hon. 
member's private business. He did not wish­
and he was sure his colleagne would bear out 
the statement-to continue any personal ani­
mosity in any shape or form with the Minister 
for Lands, because he believed it was injurious 
to the district which they jointly represented. 
Hon. members who sat on opposite sides might 
agree to differ in opinion, but there was no neces­
sity for any antagonistic feeling to exist. 'L'he 
remarks of the hon. gentleman were calculated 
to injure what was the means of livelihood for 
himself and his family. Being spoken by a mem­
ber of the Ministry his words were more likely 
to have weight outside, and to do injury to him 
and his family ; and therefore he had risen to 
take notice of them. 

Mr. DICKSOX said the bad feeling which 
existed was largely caused by Ministers them-

selves. He had been reading the language 
used on the 22nd ,T uly by the Colonial Secretary, 
with reference to the member for Darling 
Downs, and he found that the hon. gentleman 
then said-

" The a1lnsion to land rings came with an exceed­
ingly bad grace from the hon. member, for if ever there 
wa~ n man in the colony 'vho nsed his po;.;,ition as 
3Iinister of IJ~mds to hel]l hhnscH to land it was that 
hon. member, who, \Vhile he 'vas in that po~ition, 
helped llimsclf to the people's land, and shut up the 
roads tlmt ran through it." 

Coming from a :Minister of the Crown, these 
were very grave charges to make against his 
hon. friend, :Yir. Miles. He must say that he 
deprecated such expressions being made by 
either side unless there was some basis for them. 
The language used in the House this session ~ad 
been commente<l on by the Pl'ess as not bemg 
creditalJle to the members who harl nsed it. The 
House hac! a right to expect moderation in lan­
guage fron1 l\IiniRters, and that grn.ve chargeR 
woulrl not be rashly made by them, especially 
when they affected members who had filled 
responsible positions. He thought his hon. 
friend, l\1r. l\Iiles, was hound in justice to him­
self to make certain remarks in connection with 
these returns, because unjust suspicions would 
undoubtedly hang over him if the statement was 
uncontradicted that he, while in the position of a 
Minister of the Crown, helped himself tu the 
people's land and shut up public roads. He was 
glad that his hon. friend hac! so completely refuted 
the Colonial Secretary's statement. 

The COLONIAL SECHE'l'AHY: No. 
Mr. lHCKSON said, to his mind and to those 

who would read the debate, the remarks of his hon. 
friend, taken in conjunction with the remarks of 
the Minister for Lands, showed that the Colonial 
Secretary's statement was entirely unfounded. 

Question put and passed. 

PETITION OF EDWARD MALONE. 
1\Ir. MILES moved-
1. That the Petition of Edward J'\lalonc, of Swan 

Creek, near ·war\vicl\:, presented to the Honsc on the 
11th Angnst, be referred for the consideration and 
report of a Select Committee. 

2. rrhat such Committee have power to send for per­
s;ons aud papers, and to sit during any adjournment of 
the Honsc, and consist of the :)1inister for 1Yorks, J'Ir. 
O'Snllivan, :Jir. Douglas, J.Ir. Bailey, and the 1\Iover. 

The MTNIS'rER FOR WOHKS said it was 
most astonishing that the hon. member had not 
said something to induce the House to grant the 
inquiry. If he understood the circumstances of 
the case at all he should say something in sup­
port of the motion. As the hon. member had 
not clone so he need not go through the whole 
case, but he could tell the House that the \Vorks 
Department held a receipt from Malone, which 
was signed in full of all demamls made by him 
upon the \Vorks Department. Yet the hon. 
member brought forward the motion without 
saying a word in favour of it. 

Mr. GROOM said it was quite true that the 
Government held a receipt from Malone in full 
of all demands, but there was a counter state­
ment which had to be considered. Speaking 
from information derived some time ago when 
he was requested by Malone to table a similal' 
motion, he could state that ]\{alone said that 
at the time he signed the paper he did 
not know what he was signing. Let that 
statement be taken for what it was worth. 
The man was not an educated man, and he 
said-and his word was worthy of credence­
that he did not know what he was signing. 
The gentleman in charge of the \V orks Depart­
ment at that time was the present hem. member 
for the Northern Downs, the Hon. G. Thorn. 
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The statement that Malone nuvle to him (Mr. 
Groom) personally was, that he <lid not know at 
the time he signed the receipt what he was 
signing for. He had made inrtniries in the ·works 
Department, ami recei veri the smne reply as tlutt 
given by the :VIinisterfor \V orb, viz., that there 
was a receipt in the \Vorks Office for all demands 
in full; but the man said he did not know what 
he was signing; and if a coloni~t \Vas prepared 
to make a statement of that kind, what lmrm 
would there be in inC[uiring into the cac;e 1 lf 
the ~taten1ent had no ~ub~ta,ntial grounds, ttncl it 
could be proved that he knew what he was 
about, the committee could bring up. a report 
accordingly ; but if the :-:;tntmnent wa:.; true­
and very often people '"ere induced to Hign 
docuruents ttbout \Vhich they knew nothing'­
then the pen.;nn in question shonlrl luwe 
an opportunity of expla.ining the circtnnstanceR 
under which he signed the receipt. He knew all 
the circtnn~ta.llCOB connected \Vith the ln·c:1kiug 
dov, n of the fence, the rn:-;hing in of the cattle, 
and the destruction of the \\·heat crops. The 
whole C[uestion turned upon the receipt : 
did the n1an know \vhat he wa;.; ~igniug ·when 
he signed the receipt in full~ His own sbte­
ment was that he did not, but that he was mis­
led in signi11g it. The 1nan wat-1 a reApecta,lJle 
colonist whose word could be taken, ami there 
could be no harm in inquiring into the cir­
cutnstances rtR far as the individnn.l wa~ con­
cerned. He (l'vir. Groom) would luwe had no 
objection to ta,bling a uwtion for an inquiry 
himself, if circumc;tance,; hac! not prcvent~d his 
doing so; but the nuu1 w::tK not in his eleetorate, 
and he thought it better for the hem. gentle­
man who represented him to take the case in 
hand. 

The COLO""L\L fmCEETAHY: Yes; 
nicely he has done it. 

J\Ir. GHOOJ\I sai<l that \\as not for him to 
say. He should not like to ,ee J\falone suffer an 
injustice jmt because the hon. member (Mr. 
Miles) had not stated all the facts of the case. 
He {Mr. Groom) knew the facts, and also knew 
that l'vialone was a man whose word could be 
taken. If the man's shttement was true he had 
a just claim to be conc;iclerecl. If the committee 
reported that he had no claim at all, he w:cs sure 
the House would endorse the report. There was 
no harn1 in granting a cmumittee to see \Yhat 
the st:ttement was worth. On those gTmmcls 
he wnul<l support the motion; at the same time, 
the hon. gentle1nan in ch:1rge of it 1night h~tve 
stated the facti< of the case to the Hnu,;e. Per­
haps the hon. gentleman had a reaoon for not 
doing so; but he {Mr. Groom) was acquainted 
with the facts, and thought it fair to state 
them as far as his knowledge went. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said he was 
very much obliged to the hon. member for calling 
attention to the matter, and he should be glad 
to give his assistance in inquiring into tbe case if 
the circumstances were otherwise than they were ; 
bnt in the face of the receipt in full being held 
by the \Vorks Department, it wa,; idle to set 
afloat an inC[uiry after two yetws had expired. 
A p1·imd fctcie case ought to have been made ont 
before the time of the House was taken up by 
those inquiries. 

Mr. MILES said the fact• of the case were 
just as stated by the hon. member for Too­
woomba. l'vialone had suffered very severely 
through the action taken by the Government in 
opening- a road through his cultivation. IIe was 
induced to sign son1e paper, and was afterv-v~ards 
told that such paper was a receipt in full for all 
the danuge done. He stated that if he had the 
opportunity he would lJring forward evidence to 
pro.ve that what he had stated was a fact. The 
Government opened a roaLl through the man's 

cultivation, and he lost his whole crop through 
the neglect of the Government officers. It was 
a very 'hanl mtse, and the man assured him that 
if he lm<l the opportunity he would bring fon~ard 
evidence which would show that he was ent1tled 
to compensation. He hoped there would be no 
opposition to the motion. With reference. to 
what the ::\Iinister for \Vorks said aboutconsultmg 
him about what belonged to his Department--

The 2\II""ISTER FOE WORKS: I did not 
intimate in ttny way that the hon. gentleman 
should consult me: I never imagined it. 

2\lr. MILES said he was very glad to hear it. He 
<lid not want to go to Government offices at ~ll, 
bec:1uHe people going there were apt to be 111~ 
suited. \V hat he had to say he would say in the 
House. 

The PHEl'viiJ!~H : IV ere you not in the Lands 
Office yesterday morning? 

Mr. ::VIILES said he was, but very much 
ao-ainst his will. He was rtuite sure he had not 
b~en in the \V orks Office for the last six months : 
he had never been in the Treasury, and was not 
likely to g-o there ; and he. wou]d swear ~e wo.uld 
never go to the Colomal Secretary s office. 
\Vhen his constituent,; asked him to move for 
ptLpers he would clo so; hut when people went 
to interview J\Iinisters on public matters they 
were very likely to be insulted. 

J'.Ir. KATES said he knew the man Malone, 
and had been informe<l that he signed the docu­
nlent thin1cing it was a recei:pt for a var.tial clahn. 
There would be no harm m tLppomtmg a com­
mittee, and matters might he brought to light 
which would induce the committee to recmn­
mend that the claim he satisfied. 

The Ho;-;. S. \V. GRTFFITH said he should 
like to hear some better reason why there should 
be no inquiry. It was a very common thing for 
an irrnorant nH'tn to sign a. paper ... withont know­
irw "its contents. Any court of justice would 
]a~ah at the iclea that such a document was 
not" capable of explanation. There were plenty 
of receipts which a court of justice wr.mld ?on­
Rider as so ruuch waste paper. ..:\ rece1pt g1ven 
to a trustee, for instance, a court of justice would 
treat a.K nothing ; and even a release under 
seal given to a trustee would be treated as 
nothing, unless it were proved t.o ha':e been pro­
perly obtained. Surely a. re?e1pt gwen by an 
illiterate man was not so bmdmg as to be beyond 
inC[uiry? He hoped the inquh:y would not be 
refused, for it was not the practice of the House 
to refuse inquiry into grievances. 

Question put. 

The House divided:­

An:s, 16. 

}le~srs. Douglas, Dickson, )'IcLean, Griffith, Fraser, 
GmTick, Perssc, Kates, :Jiiles. 'l'hompson, 1\:lacfarlane, 
Dn1.renport, I-Iorwitz, Groom, Grimes, and Kingsford. 

NOES, 21. 

l\Iessrs. 'Yeld-Blnndcll, A. H. Palmer, Mclhvraith, 
:Jfaerossan, Perkins, Beor. Lmv, Scott, Archer. }1ee~. 
Hamilton. Cooper, Swanw1ck, H. Palmer, 1\Iorelle-nd, 
Lalor, Baynes, Stevcuson, Amhurst, Stevens, and 
Km·ton. 

Question, therefore, resolved in the negative. 

~fANUF ACTUEE OF COLONIAL WINE. 

:Mr. FRASER presented a Bill to encourage 
the manufacture of wine in Queensland, and to 
regulate the sale thereof ; 1md moved that it be 
read a first time. 

Question put anrl passed, and the second read­
ing made an Order of the Day fur the 23rd 
instn,nt. 



Hansard. [9 SEPTEMBER.] Hansard. 627 

HANSARD. 
Mr. SCOTT-in moving 
That the report of the Conference re daily Hansard 

be adopted by the House-

said it would be in the recollection of hon. mem­
bers that about the beginning of the session some 
alteration was made in the issue of the daily 
Hansco·d. That alteration did not seem to give 
satisfaction to the members of the Assembly, and 
on the 13th July he (Mr. Scott) moved-

,, That the lJUblication of 1-Iansard during the re­
mainder of this S0..,~don be carried ' out,' so i'ar as the 
debates of this House are concerned, as was done dnring 
last Session." 

That motion wn,s carried. Subsequently, on the 
15th July, the Legislative Council came to the 
following resolutions :-

" 1. That the !>residing Chairman, ].fr. :J.Iein, and Mr. 
Bnzacott. be appolnted to confer with the Honourable 
the Speaker and the memhers of the Printing Committee 
of the IJegislative Assembly in reference to the issne of 
Hansard. 

"2. That this resolution be forwarded to the Legis­
lative Assembly by message iil the usual form, request­
ing them to fix a time and place for such Conference." 

When those resolutions were brought down to 
the Assembly, it was resolved, on the motion of 
the Colonial Secretary-

" l. That this House approves of the proposal made by 
the Legislati"l'e Council, in their message of date the 
15th July last, tllat certain l\Iernbers of that House 
should confer with the Printing Committee of the 
Legislative Assembly in reference to the ii"<;Ue of 
Hansard; but leaves the time and place of meeting for 
mutual arrangement among the :Members concerned. 

" 2. ·rhat the foregoing resolution be embodied in a 
message and transmitted to the Legislative Council.'' 

A meeting of the Printing Committeg and of 
the members of the Legislative Council above­
named took place, and a report was agreed to 
which had for some time been in the hands of 
hon. members. Mr. Senior, the Principal Short­
hand Writer, was called before the Conference, 
and stated that it would be no additional trouble 
to issue Hansa>·d in the form proposed ; that, in 
fact, it would be better both for the reporters 
and for the printers. The Conference agreed 

"That the 1-Iansard be issued as a joint publication, 
the report of the Debates of the Legislative Assembly 
appearing first upon the sheet; with the understanding 
that the Debates in both IlouseR be reported a.s fully as 
they now are upon separate sheets." 

That was the principal part of the resolution, the 
adoption of which he now moved. 

Mr. DOUGLAS snid that no doubt the Con 
ference thought the form proposed was the best 
that could be suggested under the circumstances. 
"With regard to the clause of the report read by 
the hon. member, his own feeling was that on the 
principle of senim·es p>·im·es, the Legislative Coun­
cil's reports ought to stand first. It might be 
considered merely a matter of form, but he (Mr. 
Douglas) attached considerable value to forms; 
and as there were important occasions when the 
Legislative Council did rank first in the eyes 
of the public, it ought to take precedence 
in the pages of Hansctrd. It might seem a 
simple matter, but it would have been better if 
the Legislative Council had stood upon their 
rights-and forms were probably of more value 
there than here. If he had been in the Legisla­
tive Council at the time he should have been 
rather ir;dined to stick up for his rights even in a 
mere matter of form. On the other hand, he 
had been told that there would have been some 
difficulty in the publication of Hansc<J·d if it had 
not been so arranged-difficulties in the Printing 
department-which might have led to some 
delay in the issue of Hansard in the morning. 
The Conference doubtless thought that a suffi­
cient reason for coming to the conclusion they did, 
and he could only accept the report as the recom-

mendation of men who had carefully considered 
the matter. He presumed, therefore, that they 
were justified in adopting it. He took this 
opportunity, however, of expressing his regret 
that even in a matter of form they should have 
departed from precedent in that way. 

Mr. GHIFFITH said he regretted that the 
hon. member (Mr. Scott) did not give some in­
formation with regard to the other clauses of the 
report. "With respect to the 1st clause he con­
curred in the observations of the hon. member 
for Maryboroug-h. Considering that the report 
of the Legislative Council's proceedings would, in 
nine cases out of ten, be concluded before that of 
the proceedings in this Chamber, he saw no rea­
son why it should not appear first on the sheet. 
With respect to the third recommendation, he 
thought the sale of Hansanl should be encour­
aged as much as possible, and he could not see 
why the committee should propose to discourage 
occasional purchasers of Hnno~a1·d by charging 
them double the price charged to ordinary sub­
scribers. He regretted that the hon. member had 
not given the reasons which actuated the com­
mittee in coming to that conclusion, for they were 
not obvious to his mind. Every facility should, 
in his opinion, be given to the public who desired 
to purchase it. Re was very glad, however, that 
the joint committee had been able to come to a 
conclusion by which Hansa>·d might be published 
containing reports of the proceedings of both 
Houses, without any of the conflict which at one 
time seemed likely to arise. 

The ATTORNEY-GENEHALsaid the course 
which had been adopted was calculated, in his 
opinion, to increase the circulation of Hansa1·d, 
because it would induce those who might other­
wise buy one number containing the report of 
some specially interesting or exciting debate to 
become regular subscribers. vVhen called upon 
to pay the extra price, they might consider it 
worth their while to take in the report regularly. 

Mr. GROOM said he should have liked to hear 
the opinion of the Attorney-General as to the 
liability of newspaper proprietors who sold Hctn­
sard. 

Mr. MOHEHEAD : You will have to pay for 
that if you want it. 

Mr. GROO::Yf said he did not think he ought 
to be called upon to pay for that. Since one of 
the journals of the city had declined to issue a 
certain number of Hansco·d on account of some­
thing presumed to be libellous contained in it, 
he had taken the trouble to read some of the 
proceedings of the Imperial Parliament, and the 
judgments of the courts at home in reference to 
the subject ; and he should be very glad to take 
this opportunity of stating, for the information 
of the Press generally, that newspaper pro­
prietors had no need to be under the slightest 
apprehension of being indicted or prosecuted for 
any libel contained in the Parliamentary pro­
ceedings reported in Hansctrd. In the Times of 
July 15th or 16th, there appeared the report of 
a case tried before the Chief Justice of England, 
in which the Timeo~ was prosecuted for having 
given a report of certain judicial proceedings in 
a court of justice. The Times report, in this 
case, had stated that a witness refused to attend 
when summoned, and that the court had issued 
a warrant for his arrest. This was construed 
to be a libel, by which the character of the 
defendant had been injured. The Chief Justice, 
in his judgment, stated clearly that a fair 
report was not a libel-not only in respect to the 
proceedings in courts of justice, but also to 
debates in Parliament. So long as a journal 
gave the true facts of the ease the report was 
privileged, and the proprietors of the journal pad 
no need to be under any apprehension. The 
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number of Hnn.~a1'd containing the speech of the 
Minister for vVorks, which was said to be 
libellous, had been published by him, and he 
had not had any intimation that he was to be 
prosecuted in consequence; and in future, what­
ever might take place in Parliament, he should 
not have the slightest hesitation in publishing 
Hctns"?'d on account of possible ulterior con­
sequences. These facts required to be made 
puhlic to show newspaper proprietors that they 
had no reason to be so very sensitive about 
publishing reports of what took place in Parlia­
ment or in courts of justice. It had been said 
that the imprint "J. C. Beal" relieved the 
Government Printer from responsibility but did 
not protect the newspaper proprietor; and that 
persons had bought H"nscwds over the counter 
in newspaper offices with a view to having the 
proprietors of the newspapers prosecuted. He 
thought those persons would be literally throw­
ing a\vay their n1oney by taking proceedings 
against such ne\\~spaper proprietors. 

Mr. GRIFFITH: Hear, hear. 
Mr. GROOM said, notwithstanding that, the 

Attorney-General might have given some inti­
mation that such was the state of the law. 
However much hon. members might disparage 
the action of the journal referred to, its opinion 
was of considerable weight, and its refusal to 
issue a certain number of Hansard might induce 
the proprietors of other newspapers to refuse to 
issue it hereafter. In consequence of that he had 
fortified himself with the best opinions which the 
courts of England could furnish, and he again 
repeated that no newspaper proprietor publish­
ing Hansa1·d need be under any apprehension. 
Hon. members might sometimes get angry and 
say ill-natured things, but no newspaper pro­
prietor could be punished for furnishing a fair 
report. \Vith regard to what had been said by 
the hon. member for Maryborough about the 
reports of the proceedings in the Legislative 
Council, he had no wish to say anything that 
might be considered disrespectful towards the co­
ordinate branch of the Legislature ; but he must 
say that some of the public outside had asked 
him not to send them the reports of the. Legis­
lative Council debates. They said they only 
wanted the proceedings of the House in which 
were the members who were responsible to them. 

Mr. MO REREAD said he was rather amused 
at the remarks of the hon. member (Mr. Groom), 
because he thought that the proprietor and 
editor of a leading journal would have known the 
whole secret of the Courie1· business. \V as the 
hon. member not aware that the Cou1"ie1' was in 
the pay of the Government? From beginning to 
end the Courie1· had worked in the interest of the 
Government, and, through them, in the interest 
of the country. Did he not know how, in the 
first instance, the Cou1·ier evoked an interest in 
Hansard, which would not otherwise have been 
felt, by refusing to issue it at all? The first 
means of attracting public attention to Hnnsa1·d 
was a notification on the part of the CoU?·in· tha,t 
they would not serve out this rubbish to their 
customers. Did not hon. members afterwards 
find out that the Courier did serve out this 
rubbish? Did they not find out afterwards­
these were all links in the chain-that when a 
matter of exceptional public interest occurred 
the Com·ie?' said they would not issue that num­
ber ?-and did not the CoU?·in·largely increase the 
publication of that number by their action? 
'rhe hon. member did not grasp the position 
which the Con>·ier had taken up on thi9 matter. 
They had been advocating Hansa1·d ab initio; 
they were the best friend it ever had ; and he 
could not understand how the hon. member-a 
pressman-could have missed seeing that at once. 
He (Mr. Morehead) and other hon. members 

had seen all along that the Cottrie?' only intended 
to increase the circulation of .Hansanl. Even 
when they pretended to hesitate about publish­
in:; it they took their whole quota, and he had 
no doubt they sold the whole 1, G2i5 copies at a 
considerable profit. He had every rettson to be­
lieve-though he did not state it as a fact-that 
certain hon. members here and elsewhere made 
certain speeches so that they might be able to 
suppre~s Hansm·d, in order to give a fictitious 
value to the issue of that elate. It was very nil­
kind of the hon. m em her, a fellow- journalist, to 
say that the gentleman who cowlucted that 
journal had been led to suppress .Hansm·d 
through fear of having a libel action brought 
ag·ainst the paper. The hon. member must have 
seen that was too thin-too obvious. Tlmt 
gentlernan wanted to rnake a very good specula­
tion-to help H"rmisard along, and in doing so to 
help himself. Hon. members 1tlso knew how the 
public interest was intensified by the notification 
that according to high legal opinion the i~Ruing of 
a certain number of Hansanl ould be hhellous. 
The Gourie1· was wise enough not to state what 
that legal opinion was ; but they took care to egg· 
the people on, thereby doing a good service to 
the State, and no doubt securing for themselves 
the sale of their I-lansrwds at more than double 
the price now proposed to be charged. He re­
gretted that the hon. member (J\Ir. Groom) 
should have made the remarks he dirl about tlw 
Legislative Council report-that some of the 
subscribers to his paper had objected to receiving 
the report of what took place in another place. 
He should have imagined that people who read 
the eloquent speeches made in this Chamber­
when their brains were exhausted in trying to 
follow the arguments of the hon. members oppo­
site-especially the hon. members for Korth 
Brisbane and ;\fal"yborough-would have turned 
for relaxation to the remarks made by an hon. 
member who was for many years an honoured 
member of this House and who was now a 
member of another place. He (:!vir. l'llorehead) 
always picked up the Legishttive Council's report 
first to see what they had been saying there. He 
took some interest in the debates in that House, 
and he was sorry that the hon. member should 
have taken the opportunity to attempt to 
stab in the back what the hon. member 
called the co-ordinate branch of the Legis­
lature. He was surprised that the Speaker or 
the hon. member for Blackall did not interrupt 
the hon. member when he applied such epithets 
to another place. He (Mr. Morehead) could 
hardly suppress his indignation, and he hoped the 
hon. member, in future, would be more guarded in 
what he said. \V ere Hansw·d issued without the 
report of the Legislative Council's proceedings it 
would prove an utter failure financially and in 
every other way. He maintained that there was 
rr1ore keen humour, rnore exciting debate, n1ore 
wit bandied from side to side in that Chamber 
than in this one; and he left it for every reader 
of Hanscw·d and everyone privileged to hear those 
debates to decide whether that was not absolutely 
correct. The 1nost caustic, sarcastic, and arnusing 
speeches were made in that House, and the fact 
of the subscribers to the hem. member's paper not 
desiring the report showed a degeneracy on the part 
of the inhabitants of the Darling Downs that he 
had not expected. He had always heard that an 
agricultural people were dull-witte<l, but such wit 
and wisdom as were contained in those speeches 
should penetrate the dullest agricultural scalp. 
He really was astonished that the hon. member 
should have made such remarks, and he trusted 
that the hon. member would take the earliest 
opportunity of withdrawing them, and also to 
use that valuable medium-his newspaper-to 
educate the readers up to " point to enable them 
to understand the jokes of which he had spoken. 
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J\Ir. AI'CH:ER said he was puzzled at the 
speech of the hon. member (Mr. Douglas). If 
Hallom·d wns to be puhlished he did not see why 
it should not be done as recommended in the 
report. The hon. member found fault with the 
report because it recommended that the debates 
in the ARSembly should take precedence of those 
in the Council. The hon. member said that was 
a violation of the forms of Parliament ; but if 
the hon. member \\"as such a lover of forms, and 
1--io con.'-:lel'Vl.Ltive with regard to the1n, how '\vas it 
that he rode rongh-shod through the Standing 
Orders of the House, recently? The htm. mem­
ber was the greatest puzzle he had e\·er encoun­
tered; he was shocked at a trifling matter, but 
he was not shocked at a breach of the discipline 
proYided for in the rnles of the House. The 
hon: member became a greater puzzle every 
time he spoke. 

The COLOXIALSECHETARY said that the 
recmn1nendntiun of the cmnrnittee, that occasional 
subscribers to Hcmsanl should be charg-ed doul1le 
the price that regulal' :;:;ubscriberN were, waR easily 
explained. \Yith regular subscribers the Gov­
ernn1ent Printer knew exactly how nutny copies 
would have to lJc printed, but when an impor­
t>mt debate took pbce there was a g-reat rueh, 
:md the Printing Office was put to great in­
connnience. If anything- would tend to the 
circulation of .Hnns1vd regularly he thought the 
adoption of the plan recommended by the com­
mittee would. It was exceedingly unfair that 
1nen \Vho were not subscribers should get the 
~trticle at the i:imne price as rf'gula-r subscribers. 
Hon. member" must remember that the price of 
Hrmoard returned nry little over the cost of the 
paper and printing, and that there was no profit 
'Jll it, but, on the contrary, a loss. It was quite 
ont of the que"tion to expect that the Print­
ing Office could meet unexpected demands such 
aD were now Inail.e when any ilnportant debate 
took place in the House. He believed the 
report was a very good one, and the plan pro­
posed presented a good way of settling the mat­
ter. \Vithout wishing to speak of the members 
of the Upper House with the slig·htest dis­
respect, he would say that they were very fortu­
nate in having their debates printed in connec­
tion with the delmtcs of the Assembly at all, for 
no doubt that was the only posc;ible way in which 
their speeche8 would g-et into circulation. He 
»gree<l with the hon. member for 'l'oowoomba 
that the great mass of the people did not 
care to hear anything about speechetl fron1 n1en 
who had no responsibility. The hon. member 
for Xorth Brislntne cheerecl the hon. member for 
'roowoornbn when he said that no newspaper pub­
lishing- the delJates as printed in Bamard would 
he liable to an action for damages. He might 
tell the hon. gentleman that it was currently re­
pm·ted and believed that he himself was the 
counsel learned in the law who gave the Cow·ie1· 
that opinion. 

::\Ir. GHLFl,'ITH: No. 
The COLONL'..L SECHJ,~TAHY was very 

glad to hear the hon. gentleman say so. \Vith 
his knowledge of the hon. gentleman's legal 
ability, he never thoug-ht that he could stultify 
himself by giving snch an opinion, The Co·UJ'ie?' 
proprietors conld please themselves as to the pub­
lication of Hansanl, but he would say that, as 
the result of their not publishing it, there had 
heen a greater number of readers of it in the city 
than had been heard of before. On these par­
ticular occasions Hcwsard could not he pur­
chat:iecl at any price in town, and a very large 
number of copies were solrl over the counter 
of the Government Printing Office during the 
clay. 

l\Ir. SOOTT 8aid that no cliscourtesy was 
shown to the Upper House, inasmuch as the pro-

position that the debate~ of the Assembly should 
have precedence <'ame from the Postmaster­
(~eneml. He also understood that the report of 
the committee had been agreed to by the Upper 
House. 

Question put and passed. 

THE "SCOTTISH HERO." 
Mr. DOUGLAS moved-
rrhat there be laid on the table of the House, 6opies 

of all Correspondence, letters, and telegrams, which 
have pasf::ed between the Surgeon-Superintendent of the 
"Scottish Hero" and the Government, or any member 
of the Government, respecting the failure of the captain 
of that ship to provide side-lights, together with a copy 
of the certificate of the number of passengers under 
which the contractors are paid. 

He said that he pl>tced the motion on the paper 
assuming that it would have been passed as >t 
formal one. The grounds for his submitting the 
motion were that he had been credibly informed 
that the Surgeon-Superintendent of this ship, 
which arrived lately at Townsville, had reported 
against the captain for not having side-lights­
a serious failure of duty through which the pas­
sengers' lives might have been lost. He was 
further informed that the Surgeon-Superinten­
dent, after having reported the negligence of the 
c»ptain, declined to sign the usual certificate of 
the number of passengers, without which the 
charterers, as a matter of ordinary procedure, 
would not be paid their second moiety. He was 
also informed that application was made to the 
Surgeon-Superintendent by the 'rreasurer asking 
him to sign the certificate. 

The PRE:MIEU: By the Treasurer? 
Mr. DOUGLAS said he was so informed. He 

dicl not wish to make comments on the case 
without first seeing the papers, and he thoug-ht 
he had shown good g-rounds for asking for their 
production. He put some questions on the sub­
ject to the Colonial Secretary, but unfortunately 
they were hardly fairly met. It seemed to him 
that the Colonial Secretary did not state the 
facts of the case explicitly, and he was confirmed 
in that impression by the suh.;equent admission 
of the Colonial Secretary that there was >t re­
port from the Surgeon-Superintendent which the 
hon. gentleman did not consider as correspon­
dence. If that report was the only document in 
existence, he should be quite content to have it. 
He presumed, though, that on the receipt of a 
report charging a captain with negligence, in~ 
quiries would have been made, and that some 
correspondence would have resulted. He could 
not see why there should be any objection to the 
production of the papers, 

The COLONIAL SECRET AllY thought the 
hon, member would h>tve dealt more fairly with 
the question if he had stated the whole of the 
circumstances. The hon. member forgot to 
mention that on the 12th August last he put 
the following questions with respect to the 
matter:-

·• l. If the Surgeon-Superintendent of the 'Scottish 
Hero' refused to sign the cel'tificate under the charter­
varty? 

"2. If he was requested to do so? 
" a. If he declined to do so?" 

To these questions he (Mr. Palm er) replied--
" 1. The only document which the Surgeon-Superinten­

dent is required to sign under the charter-party is 
merely a certificate of the number of passengers landed 
alive; but attached to the list of ship's stores, I find a 
certificate signed by the Surgeon, that he has examined 
them and fonnd them of good quality. 

"2. The Government is not aware that the Surgeon 
has been requested to sign any certificate in connection 
\vith the • Scottish Hero.' 'l'hey have certainly never 
asked him to do so." 

One would have thought that that would h>tve 
been quite sufficient for the hon. member. It was 
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exactly the truth, and should have been suffi­
cient for any hon. member of that House. But 
the hon. gentleman immediately afterwards put 
a notice of motion upon the paper calling for 
correspondence, notwithstanding that he had 
been distinctly told that there were no docu­
ments. The hon. member's notice of motion 
was tantamount to an inuendo that the reply to 
his question was fal"e; it was, in fact, a direct 
imputation of falsehood. Not only this, but, 
after the hon. member had been told that there 
were no documents, he complained of discourtesy 
on the part of the Government by their refusal 
to allow the motion to be taken as formal. He 
now repe:tted, that no certificate was wanted from 
the Surgeon-Superintendent of the " Scottish 
Hero." The certificate upon which the second 
moiety of the passage-money was paid was as 
follows:-
''COPY OF A.GENT-G~~~ERAL'S 0!.-:It'l'IFTCATI•; J•'OR PAYiUKJ';T OF 

THE 2ND JY!OIE'l'Y OF THE PASSAGJ<~ I\IOJ.,J!;Y Ol•' THE 
'SCOTTISH I-IERO.' 

"No. 24. Queensland Government Offices, 
"32, Charing Cross, London, 

"17 march, 1880. 

"To the Honourable the Colonial Secretary, Queensland. 

"1'his certifies that ::Yiessrs. Mcilwraith, l\IcEacharn, 
and Co., or their authorised agents in the colony, are en­
titled to receive from the Queensland Government the 
sum of £2,354 lOs. on account of passengers embarked 
in the ship ' Scottish Hero' for Townsville, under my 
direction, at Plymouth, on the lHh day of March, 1880, 
such passengers being landed alive in the colony at 
the port directed, being at the rate of £17 pl'r statute 
adult, the said amount being the second moiety of 11llY­
meut for 277 as.,.;ist.ed, free, and remittance passengers 
proceeding in the said ship, and subject to the conditions 
relating to the payment of the second moiety in clause 
24 of charter-party. 

Half the number of 
these classes of pas­
sengers. 

"Tnos. HAMII.To~, 
'' Secretary. 

{~~~ 1:1~j a~~i:~t~) 
tance passengers J 

£2,354 10s. Od. 

at £17 
per head 
(adult). 

"Entered, 17th March, 1880. 

"S. L. 1Voor,NER, 
H Accountant. 

" Copy of endorsements on certificate-
" Pay £2,350 5s. on 276i (adults) landed." 

"RanT. GRAY, 
" 16th July, 1880. 

"ST. G. RALPH Gonr:, 
'' Immigration Agent. 

"16-8-80. 

" Pay to the order of the Queensland S ational Bank 
(Limited) 

''):IclLWRAJ'l'lt, i\IcEACHARX, and Co. 
"For the Queensland Xational Bank (Limited). 

"JOHN H. RYLA::>l"D, 
"Assistant l\ianagcr." 

That was the only certificate. At the time he 
replied to the hon. member's question there was 
no correspondence whatever ; but since then the 
Premier had received a private letter from the 
Surgeon-Superintendent, in which he said that 
the report with reference to the side-lights was 
not intended to injure the captain, and that he 
had since learnt that ships in latitudes to which 
the report applied never used side-lights because 
they were all coming in the same direction, and 
that when ships were in sight the captain <lid use 
them. This letter was received within the paso 
week, and he had since recei vecl from one 
of the charterers of the ship a memorandum 
stating that the ship only sailed on two moon­
light nights without side-lights. That was the 
whole of the correspondence. No telegram had 
been sent to the Surgeon-Superintendent of the 
"Scottish Hero" by any member of the Gov­
ernment. Had the hon. member asked for what 
he now appeared to desire-namely, the report 
of the Surgeon-Superintendent, he could have 

had it at a moment's notice. The hon. gentle­
man was perfectly welcome to it now. 

Mr. GRIFFITH said that, as the report 
which the hon. member for Maryborough desired 
appeared to be in existence, it would be well to 
have it laid upon the table. As the Government 
appeared willing to produce the report, he would 
move-

That the motion he amended by the omission of the 
words "all correspondence, letters, or telegrams which 
lULYe passed between," with the view to tile insertion in 
lieu thereof of the "'(vords "reports from," aud by the 
omission of the words '' and the Government or any 
members of the Government.'' 

The PREMIER said the hon. member for 
Maryborough alleged, as a reason for bringing 
forward the motion, that it had come to his 
knowledge that the Colonial Treasurer had sent 
a telegram to the Surgeon-Superintendent of the 
" Scottish Hero," requesting him to sign a certi­
ficate by which the contracoors would be entitled 
to be paid the second moiety of the passage­
money. He could only say that he had never 
received from, or sent to, that gentleman any 
letter or telegram, until the past day, when he 
had recei.-ed a letter marked "private " from 
him. He had never seen the gentleman, nor 
did he know anything about him. If the hon. 
member desired to place a right view of the case 
before the House, he would request the Surgeon­
Superintendent to withdraw the words "private 
and confidential " from his letter. He would 
very much like to lay it before the House, but 
he could not do so while it was marked 
"private." 

Mr. DOUGLAS: It now appears that there 
is a report. 

The COLONIAL SECHETARY : There has 
always been a report, and the hon. gentleman, 
as an ex-Colonial Secretary, ought to know it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said he could only say that 
the hon. gentleman, in reply to a question, had 
formerly told him that there was no report. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No such 
thing : I said there was no correspondence. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said he had drawn his own 
inference from the hon. gentleman's reply, and 
it was possible that he might have been mis­
taken ; but he certainly understood the hon. 
gentleman to say that there was no report. For 
his own part he took the report to be corres­
pondence, for it could not be denied that it was 
a letter addressed to some official under the 
Colonial Secretary. He was bound-and he was 
glad-to accept the disclaimer of the hon. gentle­
man at the head of the Government. He might 
say that he also knew nothing of the Surgeon­
Superintendent of the " Scottish Hero"- he 
did not even know his name. He was only 
anxious to obtain as full information as possible. 
He understood that the motion as amended 
would be accepted by the hon. Colonial Secre­
tary. 

The MINISTER J<'OR WORKS said that 
they had now a sample of the manner in which 
members of the Government, and more especially 
the Premier, had been slandered during the 
present session. The hon. member got up and 
said that he had been informed that the Premier 
sent a telegram to the Surgeon-Superintendent 
of the ship " Scottish Hero," requesting him to 
withdraw a statement he had made, and sign a 
certificate in order that the firm of Mcii wraith, 
McEacharn, and Co. might get the moiety of the 
passage-money due to them; and now the h?n. 
gentleman, after that statement had been demed 
by the Premier, said he hac! been "informed." 
That was an example of the manner in which 
slanders had been circulated against the Govern­
ment during the present session ; the only differ-
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ence in the present instance being that the hem. 
member for Maryhorough had the manliness to 
say thttt he had been told so-and-so. But how 
many hon. members opposite, .and people outside 
the House, had slandered the Govet·nment by 
asserting that certain things had actnally taken 
place, without first taking the trouble to make 
inquiries. How was it that the hon. gentleman, 
having gone so far, could not tell the House who 
his informant was"/ He was bound to do w; he 
was bound to say on whose information he had 
moved for corresponclence, letters, and telegrams 
which it w::ts now proved h::td no existence. He 
hoped the hon. gentleman would give the name 
of his informant-he might mld, of his base in­
formant. 

Mr. AMHURSTsaid that in his opinion either 
the information was given to the hon. gentleman, 
in which case he was bound to give the name of 
the informant, or else it must have been an in­
vention of the hon. gentleman's own fertile brain, 
which was more likely. The charge made 
against the Premier was the most disgraceful 
thing he had ever known : but anybody could 
make "' base insinuation. 

The PREMIER said there was not the slightest 
•loubt that the hon. member for Maryborough 
had been the medium through which a lot of 
slander had been propagated ::tgainst himself. 
He could only say this, that he wouhl give the 
hon. gentleman an order upon the Telegraph 
Office, and an opportunity of seeing every tele­
gram he had sent or received within the last three 
month,, and he would then have a chance of see­
ing what foundation there was for the informa­
tion which had caused all these slanders. He 
would afford the hon. gentleman every oppor­
tunity, by giving him an order to the Telegmph 
Department to let him see every telegram he (the 
Premier) had sent during the last three months, 
and then if the hon. gentleman had the slightest 
feelings of a gentleman he would give the name 
of his informant. 

Mr. MOI~EHEAD thought the hon. memlJer 
for Mackay was right in saying that either the 
information was given to the hon. member for 
l\1aryborough by some person, or that otherwise 
the House must arrive at the conclusion that the 
hon. gentlemen invented it himself. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said that, after what had 
fallen from the Premier, he most emphatically 
accepted the hon. gentleman's statement, and he 
should not require, and he certainly would not 
think of exercising, any such espionage as that 
offered by the hon. gentleman. With reg::trd to 
the statement made by the hon. member for the 
Mitchell, he need not notice it. He was quite 
content to brave the imputations which that 
hon. member had made. If the hon. member 
thought he had invented the information he was 
quite welcome to do so. 

'l'he ATTORNEY-GENEHAL said he could 
remember that about three years ago, or soon 
after he entered the House, the hon. member for 
Maryborough (Mr. Douglas) reproached a very 
old member of the House for frequently making 
charg-es on information without giving the names 
of his informants, and said that instead of the hon. 
member doing that he should first make inquiries 
for himself or give the name of his informant. 
He would challenge the hon. member for l\:Iary­
borough to do now the very thing he had chal­
lenged the hon. member to do then. 

Mr. GRIFFI'l'H said that the zeal shown by 
the hon. and learned Attorney-General, and by 
one or two hon. members opposite, in asking the 
hon. member for Maryborough to give the name 
of his informa.nt was really refreshing. It was 
only a few clays ago that the Colonial Secretary 
said he had been told certain things of him (Mr. 

Griffith), and when asked to give the name of 
the informant the hon. gentleman refused to do 
so. He thought it was the duty of any hon. 
mernber who had inforn1ation given him pri~ 
vcttely on a matter of public importance, or 
relating to the public service, to take the neces­
sary steps in the House to investigate the matter, 
::tnd he himself should not hesitate in moving for 
an inquiry on any inforrnation so given. 1\.s to 
hon. 111ernberH opposite thinkiug that by alnme 
and the nse of had lang-uage they could com­
pel member., of the Opposition to do as they 
likerl, they were very much mistaken. Tf 
a cha,rge wa::; nutde which wa::; untrue it should 
be proved to be untrue ; hnt there was no 
worse '\va.y, so far as his experience went, 
of meeting an accusation or charge than by 
abusing the acc1mer. It was the old story of 
the litigant who, having no catle, instructed his 
counsel to this effect, "I have no case, abuse the 
plaintiff." 

HoNoCHABLlc l\1E~tmms on the GovEHN~IENT 
BENCHEH : Hear, he,cr. 

Mr. GRIFFITH said he was glad the illus­
tration struck home. \Vhat had been the answer 
to accusations n1ade against thQ Governrnent 
hoth thi., session and last? \Vhy, abuse of the 
Opposition, and of himself in particular. He 
contended that such tactics, instead of resulting 
in the exculp::ttion of the person accused, only 
resnlted in his inculpation-at least, in the eyes 
of all thinking men. Surely, if a charge was 
unfounded it should be disproved, as then the 
accnser would be covered with confusion; but, 
instead of doing that, hon. members opposite 
evidently thonght there must be something in it, 
or they would not fall back upon abuse of the 
person making the charge. He hoped that 
whatever duty hon. members on bis side of the 
House might ·have to perform, they would per­
form it independent of any action of hon. mem­
bers opposite. He should not be deterrerl from 
doing so, notwithst::tnding all the abuse heaped 
upon him by hon. members opposite--in fact, he 
was so used to that abuse now that he only 
laughed at it. 

The COLONIAL Sl~CHETAll Y thought they 
had had very good instances of the instructions 
to abuse the hon. gentleman referred to, as he 
had commenced the session in that way, and he 
(l\Ir. l'almer) had no doubt that such were the 
instructions given to him. He certainly had 
carried them out with a will, as, although he had 
no real charges whatever against the l'rernier, 
he had continued to make charges ever since 
without any foundation hoing shown for them. 
The hon. member for l\Iaryborough, in his desire 
to back up the leader of the Opposition, backed 
him up by putting base charges in the form of 
resolutions on the paper. Some weeks back that 
hon. member asked certain questions about the 
"Scottish Hero" which were then answered, and 
yet he had the impudence, the other night, to 
complain of what he called the discourtesy ofthe 
GO\~ernment because they refused to produce 
documents which never existed except in the hon. 
n1mnber's crwn imagination. He agreed vdth 
the hon. member for Mackay, as he did 
not think the hon. member ever got any 
information. Any person on reading the resolu­
tion would think the hon. gentleman had received 
information, and that from the Surgeon-Superin­
tendent of the ship ; but the hon. gentleman 
refused to say from whom he got it. There was 
no comparison between the present case and the 
one referred to by the hon. member, the leader 
of the Ovposition-namely, the assertion he 
(Mr. Palmer) made that he had heard that the 
hem. gentleman told a friend that he was concoct­
ing a scheme to blow Mcllwraith and Palmer 
out of office ::tnd ruin their political reputations, 
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because that had been borne out by the conduct 
of the hon. gentleman since, aml he did not 
think that when the people of the colony came 
to their senses-and they were fast doing so 
every clay-they would think any better of 
the hon. gentleman for what he had clone. 
He concluded that a mctn who was constantly 
making false charges was worse than a paid 
assassin, and the hon. gentleman in this sense 
was more of a paid as,assin of private charac­
ter than he was a statesman. The hon. mem­
ber for lYiaryborough must haYe known that 
the Government had no such information as 
that he askEd for, and having been a Colonial 
Secretary he must have known thtl,t every sur­
geon-superintendent of an immigrant ship was 
bound to furnish a report on his arrival, and 
that if he had wanted to see such a report he 
could have done so by merely asking for it. 

Question put and passed. 

ALLORA POST AND TELEGRAPH 
OFFICE. 

Mr. KATES said that hon. members who had 
seats in the last Parliament would recollect that 
the then member for \Varwick-the !ttte re­
spected lYir. :i\iiorgan-sueceeded in carrying a 
resolution that £600 should be placed on the 
Loan Estimates for the erection of a post and 
telegraph office at All ora. l'\ one of the money 
hacl, however, been expended as yet. The Gov­
ernment had paid rental for the last two years 
for a building which was more like a box than 
an office, and in it their officer had to perform the 
duties of telegraph-master, postmaster, saYings 
bank and money-order officer. He was, more­
over, in a position to state that the office was 
not safe. X ot long since, whilst the operator 
was attending church, it was broken into bv 
burglars, who abstracted 200 sovereigns, 0£ 
which no trace had yet been found. The 
building was not a bit safer now than it 
was then. He was also al1le to show that 
Allora was entitled to fair consideration. 
J~ver since it had been proclaimed a town­
ship a large sum of money had been sent 
to the Treasury for the sale of land. He 
believed that not less than £40,000 had been 
returned to the Treasury for land sold within a 
radiu" of five or six miles of Allora, and at 
present a large income 'vas being derived annu­
ally by the Government from the selectors in the 
vicinity. Out of 21,000 acres which had heen 
exchanged, only 3,000 had been thrown open; 
2,400 acres had been selected, and £10,000 had 
been paid for the land. This gave an [tmmal 
return of £1,000 for ten years. If the remaining 
18,000 acres were sold at the same price per acre, 
there would be an annual income of £5,000 or 
£6,000 for ten years. The Treasury had already 
obtained £40,000 from sales of land in the neigh­
bourhood of Allora, anrl, as he had shown, was 
likely to receive £150,000 more. What return 
had Allora receiver!? Fifteen years ago a court­
house was erected, which was now in a dilapi­
dated state ; there was also a slab lockup. The 
population was undoubtedly increasing, and 
agricultural settlement was extending rapidly­
in fact, quite a metamorphosis was perceptible. 
Recently a colonial bank evidenced their faith 
in the stability of the place by erecting a 
branch establishment at an expenditure of £2,000. 
The salary paid to the present Government 
officer for discharging the four different duties 
which he had named was only about £105 per 
annum, which was a very small sum. He should 
not have asked for the £600 had it not been 
voted two years ago for the erection of a post 
and telegraph office. He trusted the good sense 
and the feeling of justice of hon. members on both 
sides would enable the motion to be carried. The 

junior member for Toowoomba could testify to 
the great progress made by Allora in spite of the 
bad seasons. There was not an agricultural dis­
trict in the colony which had such grand pro­
spects and such a future before it. He begged to 
Inove-

That in the opinion of the House the £600 placed by 
the vote of Parliament on the Loan Estimates for 1878-
18/9, for the erection of Post and rrelegraph Office at 
Allora, should be expended on the works for which it 
was voted. 

The MII\IST}~B FOR WORKS said he did 
not intend to say much upon the motion, as it 
was discussed one day in the early part of the 
session on a motion for adjournment moved by 
the hon. member. If Allora was the important 
place that had been represented, and was pro­
gressing so rapidly, how was it that only an 
average of two messag·es per day were sent from 
the telegraph office? A place of the importance 
that it was described to be should certainly 
represent five or six telegTams per day. The 
hon. member had also told the House that 
a great quantity of land had been sold there. 
\Veil, he presumed the people who had bought 
the land got value fortheir money. That was not 
an argument at all. Land had been sold in the 
colony in places where there was not a telegraph 
office within forty miles. The report of the 
SuperintendentofTelegraphs for last year showed 
that the cash receipts at Allora for the year 
came to £44 19s., and the expenditure of the 
office to £177 4s. 9d. And the information that 
he obtained from the Postmaster-General, at the 
time the hon. member mov-ed the adjournment 
of the House, was that the present year showed 
a worse return, which fact did not correspond 
with the hon. member's statement that Allora 
was progressing. He was glad to hear that it 
was progressing, but he could only take facts as 
he found them and as they were presented to 
him by his honourable colleague. HaYing re­
sisted the motion before, and having stronger 
grounds now for doing so, he could not consent 
to it. 

Mr. DOL!GLAS thought the hon. gentleman 
had come to a remarkable decision. He was re­
fusing to expend money voted by Parliament for 
a certain object. The money wt:ts in the hands 
of the Government, and was apparently an un­
expended balance. If this principle was to be 
recognised, it involved the revision of the whole 
loan votes and the reappropriation of the un­
expended balance. He hoped that the hon. gen­
tleman would see fit to revise his opinion, and 
not come hastily to tt conclusion of that kind; 
but, aprtrt altogether from that, what were the 
facts? The telegraph busine.,s clone at All ora 
was small, he knew, but, as a matter of fact, 
many people preferred to send their mes­
sages from Hendon. It was distant two or 
three miles from Allora, and its messages 
were known to take priority; therefore, many 
people preferred to send their messages from 
Hendon. But this did not alter the fact that 
it was necessary to have a post office at Allora. 
There was a considerable amount of postal busi­
ness done, and there was alf:o a n1oney-order and 
savings bank. There was a building which was 
rented by Government who were actually paying 
annually as much or more even than the interest 
upon the capital amount voted by Parliament 
for the erection of proper offices. The post office, 
savings bank, and money-order office could not 
be done away with. There was good justification 
for having these institutions at a country township 
like Allora, and, whatever amount of business 
might be done at the telegraph office, a consider­
:ohle amount of business was done in connection 
with the other branches of the office ; therefore, 
he hoped the Minister for Works WOl\ld recon­
sider his decision. He gathered that the hon. 
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gentleman was bound to expend the money, un­
less the Treasurer was prepared to come to the 
House ana propose a reappropriation of the un­
exp~mrred babnces. The money was by law 
ava~lable for the purpose of erecting a post and 
telegraph office at Allora, and he did not think 
the Government would be justified in laying 
it out upon any other object, unless they ob­
tained the authority of Parliament. He doubted 
whether P,u]iament would willingly revise the 
legislation of the past. He hoped the hon. 
gentleman would reconsider his decision. AnY­
thing would be better than a distinct stateme;;t 
to the effect that amounts that had been voted 
should not be expended in the way they were 
intended to be expended when appropriated. 
The hon. member might decide when he would 
have the building constructed; and, in his (Mr. 
Douglas') opinion, the sooner the better, for the 
~overnment would save money by so doing­
mstead of the ramshackle place for which they 
were paying a high rent in proportion to the 
accommodation afforded, they would get a good 
building where the property of the Government 
could be properly secured, and where business 
could be properly transacted. Business was of 
some importance in a place like Allora. It was 
in such places that they looked for deposits in 
the savings bank, and they might, in that re­
'pect, look upon the post office as a place where 
a certain amount of business would be done. 
He hoped, therefore, that the hon. gentleman 
would reconsider his decision. 

l\lr. SCOTT said the motion was ill-jud:;ed, 
because if it were lost the vote would be lost 
altogether. If the hem. member had inserted the 
\vord "now"' nr "\vi thin six Inonths" he would 
have Bvecl himself ; but, as the motion was 
now worded, if it were negatived the money 
would be lost altogether for that particular 
purpose. 

:Jfr. GRilfFITH: It is authorised by Act of 
Parliament. 

l\Ir. SCOTT said it was precisely so ; but it 
was by a vote of the House that the money was 
voted for that building; and if the House nega-· 
tiverl the motion the effect would be most deci­
dedly that the money would not be expended. 
If the hon. member had said "within six 
months," and the motion was loot, he would have 
been at the end of that time in his present posi­
tion ; but if the motion were lost he would not 
get the money at all. 

::\Ir. DA VR;'\POHT said he slwulcl have much 
pleasure in voting for the motion. He had lived 
in the neighbonrhood of Allora for many years, 
mHl for some time he looked upon the town as a 
sort of Sleepy Hollow. But he was happy 
to say that since the late Government had 
effected the Allora land exchanges the place had 
decidedly woke up. He looked upon those ex­
changes as one of the be8t acts of the late Gov­
ernruent. Anyone 110w going to the village of 
Allora ><nd looking round would be struck with 
the appreciable progress in settlement. Another 
l'f':1son he had for yoting for the rrwtion 'vas 
that some of the GoYermnent were still large 
holders of the best agricultural lands on the 
Downs in the neighbourhood of Allora; and no 
doubt the Minister for Lauds was only wait­
ing a favourable opportunity for throwing open 
portions of them so that an increased farming 
population might settle there. Not only was 
there an improvement in the township itself, 
where there was a commodious bank erected 
lately, but they could see houses all over the 
surrounding country. Besides, the money had 
been voted and ought to be applied to that special 
building, and that knowledge gave n double con­
firmation to his argument when they knew 
that the Government were now tenants of a very 
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incommodious and unsuitable building. He 
should have much pleasure in vo•ing for the 
n1otion. 

Mr. DICKSON said if the Minister for Works 
did not intend to expend the money on the 
building for which it was voted, he should 
be interested to know how it would be ex­
pended. He agreed with the hon. member for 
:Ylaryborough that money voted ought to be 
expended as enrly as possible. In a matter of 
this sort it was in the interests of the country 
that the work should be proceeded with, 
because the Government at the present time were 
paying more than the interest of the sum re­
quired to erect a suitable building, the rent 
being £25 or £30 per annum. It was not 
absolutely necessary that the whole of the 
money should be spent if a suitable building 
was erected; hut it was not straightforward, 
when a sum of money had been voted 
for a district, to say that it should not be 
expend'.'d as early as possible. Unless Allora 
was gomg to be swept off the face of the earth 
he anticipated there would always be some 
necessity· for a post and telegraph office, a 
savings bank, and other offices; and the expen­
diture being very moderate, and the interest 
representing only what the Government at 
present paid for very insufficient accommoda­
tion, it would be wise, in the matter of public 
economy alone, to proceed with the work. If 
the Government did not intend to proceed with 
the construction of the building, he should like 
to learn to what purpose they intended to devote 
the money. He supposed it would be another 
example of money unexpended from the loan 
balances. Notwithstanding the efforts of certain 
hon. members to obtain votes necessary for their 
districts, the Government now intended to adopt 
the practice of allowing such moneys-even when 
voted-to be unexpended. He trusted the 
:Minister for Works would reconsider the matter 
and proceed with the construction of a building 
adequate to the requirements of the district. 
He did not take it that the hon. member (Mr. 
Kates) insisted on the expenditure of the full 
amount if " smaller sum would give sufficient 
accommodation. At any rate, a building for 
which money had been voted in the Estimates 
for 1878-9 should be expended as early as 
possible. 

The l\HNISTE1t FOR LAKDS said the 
hon. member for Enoggera had made use of a. 
remark to the effect that money should be ex­
pemled as early as possible. It wonld be well 
for the hon. member and the Government of 
which he was so distinguished a member if they 
had not expended so much money. They saw 
monuments of their folly wherever they turned ; 
they need not search for them. As a mat­
ter of fact, a very great deal of what had been 
said about the post and telegraph office at 
Allora only went to show the necessity there was 
for abolishing- it altogether. He was in rather an 
invidious position, and should like to support the 
motion. Did the hon. member believe he would 
be one inch nearer the object he had in view, sup­
posing he got a majority of the House to vote 
with him to-night? What progress would he 
have made? The money appeared to have been 
borrowed, and voted by the Assembly to build 
a post office at All ora. Now, the hon. member 
informed the House that the post and telegraph 
offices had been worked in what he called a hole 
or box. ·whose fault wa~; that? He had no de­
sire to remind the House and the hon. member 
of the past; but an industrious, hard-working 
woman who worked the post office was deprived 
of that means of subsistence through the contriv­
ance of the hon. member. What were the facts ? 
The more the matter was inquired into the worse 
it appeared. It appeared that Allora was within 
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three miles of a railway station called Hendon. 
The receipts at the Allora telegraph office were 
£44 19s. for the year, and at the railway station 
£3113s. 2d., making a total of £76 12s. 2d. The 
expenditure for those two places was £32110s. 4d., 
leaving a deficiency of £244 lSs. 2d. on the work­
ing of those two offices. \V as that system to go 
on? The hon. gentleman invited the House to 
believe that settlement was going on rapidly at 
Allora. He (Mr. Perkins) was glad to hear it. He 
was quite aware of what was going on; and he be­
lieved that but for the contrivance of some persons 
in the neighbourhood settlement would have gone 
on much faster, and all the exchanged lands in 
the district would have been taken up. They 
would have been settled at the present time but 
for the intervention of gentlemen whom he 
would not name. However, the Allora people, 
he had no doubt, would find it out to their cost, 
if indeed they had not already awakened up to 
the fact. As to the 200 sovereigns stolen, he 
thought it was a stigma the hon. member should 
not have cast on the people of Allora. So far as 
he knew, there was no necessity for a lockup 
there ; but there must be rogues in the place, 
though he never knew it before. The hon. gen­
tleman stated that to be a fact, or it would have 
remained a secret. There must evidently be some 
bad characters knocking· about Allora. He 
would a.dvise the hon. member to bear in mind 
that, if the work W>tS to go on, he was not to 
teach the Government the necessities of Allora 
or of any other place-it was too near home. 
:Members of the Government were just as alive 
and keen to clo what w'"s necessary to promote 
the prosperity and welfare of the people of 
Allora as was the hem. member. They were 
acquainted with the necessities of the place from 
\Veek to \Veek ; they kne\V what ,,~as going ou ; 
and when the proper time arrived, which might 
not be far off, it would not be nece"'Sary to have 
the promptings of the hon. member, or the 
coercion which he sought to bring to bear, to 
repass a vote already voted. That \\·ould not 
bring the hon. member nearer to the end he was 
aiming at. If he would leave the matter as it 
was he could only promise as a member of the 
Government-and he believed he was speaking the 
sentiments of his colleagues-that All ora would 
receive fail·play. But the more attention the 
hon. member called to the matter-the more it 
was investigated-the more would be made 
patent the necessity for doing away with this 
office; because, H the money for the reasons given 
to-night were expended, he knew twenty-seven 
odd places in the colony that had as good a right 
to the expenditure of £500 or £GOO as Allora. 
Every man could not have a railway or a tele­
graph office at his door; and the people of Allora 
might be very well content. It was not because 
3,000or4,000 acres of land had been taken up that 
everything was to be taken for granted. The 
hon. gentleman was in error when he said 
the land brought in £10,000. As a matter 
of fact, it had only brought in £1,200 ; and 
he might have been accurate in quoting his 
figures instead of misleading the House. The 
hon. member might rest assured that the 
more the matter was investigated the further he 
would be from the end he aimed at. Both he 
and his colleagues were aware of the progress 
going on at Allora, and they had as much desire 
as the hon. member himself to help the strug­
gling people there and everywhere else in the 
colonv. 

J'th-: MILES said he was glad to hear that the 
Government haLl the interests of the people of 
Allora at heart and were inclinecl tn do them 
justice· ~they were certainly croiuo· a very 
peculia~ way about it. This "que';;tion hac! 
no reference whatever to the sale of land 
and the progress of settlement. The Gov-

ernn1ent \V ere paying n1ore rent for a hove 
than would cover the interest on the £600 voted 
on the loan estimates. They were paying £25 or 
£26 for the rent of a building which was 
wretchedly adapted for a post and telegraph 
office. \Vhy should that £(i00 be lying· idle, 
while the Government had to pay 5 per cent. of 
it away in the shape of rent every year'? The 
question was, \Va:-> it necessary to have a post and 
telegraph office at Allora? He presnmecl it was, 
becatme the Govenuuent ·were lJaying rent for a 
building for those pmposes. He did not intend 
to argue from the point of how much land had 
been sold, or what was under cultivation ;-his 
point was that the Government were paying £26 
a-year for a hovel, while £GOO voted for a 
new building was allowed to lie idle in, he 
presumed, the Queensland National Bank. vV as 
it done with the idea of ''nabbing" a few hun­
dreds to meet. the next deficit that took place 
in the finances? They had ah·eady "nabbed" 
all the money realised under the Hailway He­
serves Act, and now it seemed they were going 
to make " nest-egg of the £u00 which had been 
voted for a public office at Allora. The question 
was very simple-either the office was required 
or it was not. 'rhat it \Yas required ·was Hho\vn 
by the fact that the Government were paying 
rent for a hovel. As to the present charge 
levelled against his colleague, he believed the 
hon. rnen11Jer did hi:-; best to get coinpem·mtion 
for the widow when she was deprived of h r 
living. \Yith regard to the f]Uestion in dispute, 
it was the duty of the Government to call foer 
tenders, and appropriate the money to the pur­
pose for which it was borrowed. 

:Mr. GIWOM said he admitted at once the 
force of the remark of the iYlinister for Lands, 
that the receipts at the telegraphic office at Allom 
amounted to £45, while the expenditure was £177. 
But on lately looking over the receipts of the 
telegraph offices throughout the colony, and 
comparing them with the expenditure, he found 
there were verv few offices which could be de­
clared self-sup];orting ;-indeed, he much ques­
tioned whether there was one. He was particu­
larly struck with the large amount of expendi­
ture compared with the small amount of receipts. 
It became a question-was a telegntph office 
at Allom a necessity ? In his opinion it wa,. 
There was not only the people themselves to 
be considered, but the large stations in the 
neighbourhood, and the agricultural population 
at I(ing's Creek and Spring Creek, to 'vhich 
that office was the only one that was of any use. 
It was possible there might be only one or two 
messages a clay, but it was invaluable as being 
the means of obtaining a medical man in the 
neighbourhood. A case in point occurred the 
other day, when a little child was bitten by a 
death->tdder and it was a matter of life or death 
to telegraph for the doctor. The convenience of 
the public had a right to be considered. On 
that ground alone, a telegraph office at Allora 
was an absolute necessity. Another fact 'vaR, 
that at present there was a considerable num­
her of ,;killed mechanics on the Down,; wanting 
employment ; and if Govemment were to call 
for tenders for erecting the building now, com­
petition would he so keen, and the building mate­
rial,; were so chea.p, that he believed they could 
get a substantial 8tructure erected for about 
£400. If tho"e skilled workmen did not get 
employment very shortly they and their families 
would leave the colony, and the building could 
not, perha1J', be erected for less than £700. On 
the score of econmny, then, it was; advantageous 
to call for tenders at once. The present post and 
telegraph office at Allnra, for which the Govern­
nlent were pa.ying- £20 a-year rent, waH a wretched 
hovel, and utterly nnfit for the purposes for 
which it \va,; nsed. Tf the Gnvernnwnt wiBhed 



Allm·a Post and [9 SEPTEMBER.] Telegrapl< Office_ 635 

to economise he would suggest that the old court­
house, which belongect to a former age, and 
utterly unfit for the administration of justice, 
might be pulled down and incorporated with the 
post and telegraph offices and savings bank in 
one building for the money set apart for it. But 
there was also a principle involved in the ques­
tion-namely, whether a sum of money which had 
been voted by one Parliament and placed on a 
Loan Bill was not bound to be expended, what­
ever Govern1uent ·was in power. If that prin­
ciple could be set aside in oue case it mig·ht in 
other:;, and would fonn a n1o.st dangerous pre­
cedent. He had no wish to copy the example 
set by ::Hr. Berry, but preferred appealing to the 
old-established precedents of England, and in 
England, when sums were appropriated by Act of 
Parliament, they were expended even if the Go­
vernment did not approve of it. The principle 
involved was an important one; it might not 
only affect that vote but future votes, and even 
the (J.overnment themselves, for it might happen 
that they placed sums on a loan vote and their 
successoi·s refused to carry it out. 

The PR EJ\li:EH sai<l there was no occasion 
for the hon. member (lUr. Gmom) to talk about 
precedent. The precedent was set in 1875 when, 
with the assistance of that hon. member's vote, 
about £40,000 of unexpended loan Yotes on the 
EHtin1ate::; were diverted to a purpose altogether 
diffet·ent from that to which they had been 
allotted by Parliament. The Act authorising 
the borrowing of that money detailed in its sche­
dule ti1e whole of the works, and yet, on the 
motion of the present Speaker, and with the 
sanction of the hon. member for Toowoomba, 
that money was appropriated to quite a different 
1 mrpose. On that occasion, he believed, J'arlia­
Juent ':nls in the wrong: but the precedent wa:-; 
set then. The present case was very simple. In 
the loan vote £600 was put down for a post tmd tele­
graph office at Allora. Hubsequent investigation 
httd shown that it would he injudicious and inexpe­
<lient to expend the money for that purpose. That 
lH:::ing so, <_.;-tlvern1nent had n1ade up their 1uind:-; 
not to spend the money. Parliament had said it 
slwuld be spent, hut the Government took upon 
themseh·e.s the responsibility of saying that such 
pxpenditure was at present unjustifiable. The 
Department which had investigated the matter 
ought to be better informed on the subject 
thltn the hon. members who had spoken in 
support of the motion. The hon. member for 
Toowoomba would vote for any expenditure on 
the Darling Downs, no matter what it was­
whether a gaol, a lunatic a::;yhun, or anything 
else, so long as it did not hurt Toowoomba. The 
I lepartment were fully satisfied that the building 
was not wanted. The hritl. member (Mr . .Miles) 
was talking nonsense when he saict that £25 
a-year represented 5 per cent. on the £500 which 
the building was estima.ted to cost. The build­
ing· would be out of existence in twenty-five 
years, anct i) per cent. was certainly not the pro­
i>er interest to be put on an outlay of that kind. 
The hon. member might be quite right in trying 
to get as much money as he could for his district, 
hut ,myone connected with the department must 
see that it would be perfect nonsense to provide a 
building for a place already well provided for, and 
where tl1e whole :<mount of business done was £44 
a-year, carried on at an expenditure of £180. It 
was quite ahmrd for the h<m. member (:Yir. :Miles) 
to say the money had been voted and therefore 
it must be spent. That was also the doctrine of 
the hon. member for :\Iaryborough; but when he 
(.\[r. Douglas) was Premier, and the hon. 
member for Darling llowns was Minister for 
\Vorks, whenever a vote was carried again~:;t 
the Government the Minister for \Vorks howled 
a.cro::;s the room, "I'll Hee you, So-and-so, before 
the money is spent," and it never was spent. 
l'nssibly, there might he a little reta,liation. 

Although the hon. member in a thin House did 
happen to get a majority he was not any nearer 
to his post office. 

:Yfr. RUTLEDGE said he had heard no satis­
factory reason given why this £()00 should not be 
expended. There was certainly a little force in 
the objections raised by the .Minister for \Vorks, 
that inasmuch as the business done was very 
limited it was inexpedient to go in for an increased 
expenditure; but he couhl not accept the doctrine 
laid down by the Minister for Lands, that the 
more the member for a district busied himself to 
secure some object upon which his constituents 
had set their heart, the le'8 likely he was to 
obtain that object. 

The :YII::>riSTER FOR LANDS : I never said 
any snch thing. 

The PREMIER : The h<m. gentleman meant 
to imply that the proper way t(, economise was 
not to build a new post office, but to do away 
with the post office altogether. 

Mr. RU'l'L:EDGE· said in matters of this kind 
it was hardly fair to proceed on a strictly com­
mercial basis-stopping expenditure where there 
was no prospect of immediate return. If that 
policy had been adopted from the first there 
woulcl never have been any public works at all in 
the colonv. :Enough injustice had been done 
to Allora [tlreacty. Through the machinations of 
someone the railway which should have touched 
Allora on its way to Warwick had given Allora 
a wide berth ; and any consideration that could 
be shown to Allora, which had been so heavily 
h,wclicappecl in many ways, should be g]lOwn 
-especially where, as in the present case, the 
mnount involved was trifling. This sudden 
economy comported very ill with the facility 
with which an hon. member who "''l')lorted the 
(J.overnment had recentlv been able tu obtain a 
sum of £200 for the estal)lishment of a volunteer 
corps at one of the northern towns. It was very 
well known that they could not be of any practical 
use, mtd the Colonial Secretary himself had 
stated that he saw 110 necessity for volunteers, 
the badness of the harbour being the greatest 
safeguard of that port. Yet no demur was made 
in that cat~e, and it \V~ts very ungraciouH to raise 
an objection to the expenditure of £li00 for a 
work which \VLIS to a certain extent necessary­
apparently because the hon. member who moved 
for it was a consistent opponent of the Govern­
ment. A large amount of land had been sold 
around Allora for homesteads, and the Govern­
ment would be only providing for the future by 
erecting a proper post and telegraph office. It 
was hardly right for the :Yiinister for V{ orks to 
say that, whatever decision Parliament had come 
to, the money should not be expended for the 
purpose for which it was voted. 

Mr. HOR\VITZ said he could state from 
his own experience that the post office at Allora 
was at present in a very unsuitable place, and 
that it was neces,;ary that the money voted two 
years ago should be expended. A suitable 
building could now be obtained for about £300, 
and he wished the Minister for Works would see 
his way clear to expend that sum. If the hon. 
gentleman would not do that, he should advise 
the h<m. member for Darling Downs to with­
draw his motion for a time in order to give the 
h<m. gentleman time to consider the matter. 
If the hon. member (Mr. Kates} pressed his 
motion he should feel bound to support him. 

:Ylr. KATES said the :VIinister for Works had 
statetl that the expense of keeping up that tele­
graph office was £177 last year, and that the 
receipts from it were £44 ~s. ; but if the hon. 
gentleman referred to the Postmaster-General's 
report he would find that the expense this year 
was only £105, and to the £44 (}B. for telegrams 
sent from that office <tnother £44 Vs. should b~ 
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added for telegrams received there, which would 
not have heen sent if the office were not estab­
lished. But that was not the principal business 
conducted there. A farming community did not 
receive or send so many telegraphic messages as 
a commercial community, and it was as a post 
office, savings bank, and money-order office that 
he advocated its claims. The Minister for Lands 
stated that the late postmistress had been re­
moved through his (Mr. Kates') action ; but he 
denied that. About six months ago the Post­
master-General said it would be necessary to 
shut up the telegraph office at Allora, and he 
(::'vfr. Kates), to save the inhabitants from in­
convenience, suggested that the post office and 
telegraph work should be amalgamated. That 
was done, and, as the postmistress could not do 
the telegraph work, a postmaster was appointed 
to do all the work of the office. It had been 
stated that the late telegraph master had been 
guilty of divulging to him (Mr. Kates) the con­
tents of telegrams ; but that was false. He de­
fied the Jlifinister for Lands to find a single spot 
on his character, and the more he tried to injure 
him the more he should rise in the estimation of 
his constituents. He spoke more in the interest 
of the telegraph master who had been slandered. 
That gentleman was a most efficient officer, and 
had been in the service for fourteen or fifteen 
years. Such a statement was most uncalled for. 
It was the duty of the Minister for Lands, if 
he thought any offence had been ~ommitted, to 
communicate with the Postmaster-General, and 
have an inquiry instituted at once. He had 
since been informed that the officer in question 
had applied for an inquiry, and he hoped he 
would get one. With regard to Allora he might 
say that the population was not a migratory 
one. People who went there settled, the popu­
lation was daily increasing, and the school­
house had to be enlarged every year. He hoped 
the Minister for \V orks would reconsider his 
decision. At the present price of building 
material a suitable place could be built for £500, 
and then the rent of the present office-£25-
could be saved. 

Mr. GROOM said that the incident in 1875, 
referred to by the Premier, was a very different 
case from the present one. On that occasion 
the Speaker said that votes provided by Act 
of Parliament to be spent in a certain way could 
not be spent otherwise without setting aside an 
Act of Parliament ; and it was then pointed 
out that the votes in question were not included 
in an Act of Parliament, but were simply votes 
passed on the Estimates in the usual form. In 
consequence of the population having shifted, 
the money which had been voted for certain 
districts was spent in a different clirection ; hut 
the Speaker then considered that the Govern­
ment should not tly in the face of an Act of 
Parlianwnt. 

Question put, and the House divided :­
ArEs, 13. 

)Iessrs Dickson, Douglas, Griffith, Rutledge, Ka.tes, 
Garrick, :i\iiles, Groom, l\Iacfarlaue, Grimes, Davenport, 
Fraser, and Horwitz. 

NOES, 21. 
)1essrs. Hamilton, :IIci!wraith. !I. l'>tlmer, Lalor, 

Palmer, Perkins, :M:acrossan, Beor, ~Iorehcad, l~'ee;,, 
Uendren, Archer, Scott, Persse, Swanwick, Amhurst, 
Stevenson, Low, Blundell, Stcvens, and ~ort.on. 

Question, therefore, resolved in the negative. 

THE PREMIER'S VISIT TO EKGLAND. 
::VIr. DOUGLAS moved-
That an Address be pre:;enterl to the Adminh;trator 

of the Government, praying that Hi::; J.::xcellency will be 
pleased to cause to be laid upon the table or the House, 
a copy of Instructions or l~xecutive 1\Iinutes in virtue 
of which the Treasurer was authorised to act in 
England on behalf of the Executive. 

He said that some light had lJeen thrown on the 
motion by the fact that the Premier had stated, 
in reply to a question, that there was an Executive 
minute referring to the matter, and that if good 
reasons were advanced for its production there 
would be no objection to that being done. The 
reason which he had to advance in favour of the 
production of the minute was, that it was a mat­
ter of considerable importance and of great 
public interest that they should know the form 
in which the Premier was instructed to perform 
his duties whilst absent on authority. The fact 
that he left the colony for a specific purpose was 
an important one, and by oome persons it wa-; 
considered that the causes which led to it were 
justified. The rea:;on why he jJUt the question, 
yesterday, was that he was not certain that his 
motion would come on. The motion had been 
made not formal, although he anticijxtted that it 
would have been passed as a formal one. In 
putting the question he thought that the paper 
might have been produced without any further 
delay. 

The COLOKIAL SECHETARY ><aid he did 
not think that the hon. g'entleman had thrown 
much light on the subject, or given any good 
reasons why he wanted a copy of the Executive 
minute. The ao,;urance of the Premier that he 
acted under Executive authority ought to be 
sufficient for the hon. member. He die\ not 
know that there was any 1~xecntive rninnte in 
existence authorising the Pre1nier "to act on 
behalf of the Executive." He had never heard 
of such a document. He supposed the hon. 
member referred to authority to "act on behalf 
of the Government." T t ~vas a pity that the 
hon. gentleman could not state in English what 
he wanted. \Vhat dicl the hon. member want 
with the minute? \Vas he going to move a 
motion of want of confidence, or to censure the 
Treasurer for going home, or for coruing back ? 
\Vhat was the object of it? The Government 
would be very happy to furnish a copy of any 
Executive ndnute authorising the Treasurer to 
act for the Government. It was a great pity 
that the hon. member did not state clearly 
what he meant, and a still greater pity 
that when he put a motion on the pape,. 
he should anticipate it by fJUestions. \Vhat 
wa~ the object in asking the que:.;tion, the 
other night'? It \Va.':\ anot"her insinuation of a 
piece with what had been happening all through 
the session. He did not l1elieve tlmt the hon. 
member shoulcl have been allowed to put the 
question at all. He would assure the hon. mem· 
her that for the rest of the session he would 
watch his proceedings closely, and when he put 
a motion on the paper would not allo"' him to 
anticipate it by questions. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said that his object in put­
ting the question was to elicit information in 
consequence of the motion having been made not 
formal. 1t was just a matter of chance that the 
motion had come on that night. He lutd no desire 
to make reprisals, but, if motions were made not 
formal unnecessarily, then reprisals must be ex­
pected. He did not say that he should make them. 
He did not object to substitute the word 
"G-overnment " for the word "Executive," if 
the Colonial Secretary thought it desirable; but 
he did not think it mattered which word was 
used. 

Question put and passed. 

PROGRESS OF BFSIKES:-l. 
The PREMIEH, in moving the adjournment 

of the House, said the House woulcl sit to-morrow, 
and Government proposed to sit upon ::"1-Ionclay 
ttnd Tuesday only in the next week. On \V ed­
nesday a special train would convey members of 
Parliament and others to the Agricultural Show 
at Toowoomba, and on Thursday a special train, 
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particulars as to which would be given later, 
vvould leave Toowomnba for Jimna, to convey 
spectators to the opening· of the railway there. 
The train wonld leave Ronut for Brisbane on 
Fridny uight. The next sitting-Lhty, therefore, 
would IJe :.VIomlay. To-morrow morning the 
l~overnment proposed to proceed with the E"ti­
mates. 

~lr. GJUFFITH thought the announcement 
that the Government intencled to proceed with 
the E;timates upon the following morning would 
take many hon. members by surprise. There 
were items of considerable importance in the 
Colonial Secretary's Department, which would 
naturally excite discussion. ·when he heard 
that afternoon that the Government intended 
to take the Estimate.s next day, he con­
fe,r·:ed that he was very mnch surprised ; awl 
he had no doubt that many hem. members who 
wel'e abRent that evening wonl<l entertain the 
same feeling, and would feel that they had a 
grievance. lt would be a great convenience if 
the Government could see their wav not to 
ta:ke the Estinw.tes to-1norrow. · 

The PREMIER said there was no subject 
deCL]t with in the :Estimates which hon. members 
could not bring forward in another way at some 
period of the session. There could not be much 
:.:urprise at the course the Government proposed 
ta,king, because it was generally the custmn to 
take the Estimates on Friday mornings. There 
\Vas particular reason, too, 'Why progTe:-;~ should 
be made with the Estimates at the present 
time, beca11se supply was wanted. Opportunity 
would be given to discu'' every matter upon the 
J~stimates. 

Mr. DICKSON admitted that it was cus­
tomary to take the };stimates on l<'riday morn­
ings; but it would not be contended that it was 
usual to commence the :Estimates upon that day, 
which, in the present case, wouhl be the first ex­
traordinary sitting of the session. There was 
generally a preliminary debate upon the magni­
tude and form of the :Estimates. 

The COLONIAL 8:ECR:ETARY said he might 
also remark that it was not usual for the Op]Josi­
tion to obstruct for nine weeks of the session. 
The hon. n1e1nher for Enoggera, had surely for­
gotten that trifling circumstance on the present 
occa~;ion. 

The PREJI;II:ER said he thought he was con­
sulting the convenience of hon. members oppo­
site, as well as upon the Government side of the 
House, when he proposed to take the Estimates 
to-morrow. He had no notion that that arrange­
ment would not meet the convenience of hon. 
members· on the other side, nor did he now see 
that that would be the case. 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at twenty-seven minutes 

to 10 o'clock. 
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