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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Tuesdccy, 31 August, 1880. 

Formal Motions. - Question. - Motion for Adjourn
ment.- Petition.-Mail Contract-resumption of 
committee. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

FORMAL MOTIONS. 

The following formal motions were agreed 
to:-

ByMr. AlWHER-
Thnt the Second reading of the Rockhampton Race

course llill stand an Order of the Day for Thursday, 
the 2nd of September next. 

By Mr. LUMLEY HILL-
That there be laid upon the table of the House, a 

Return showing the amounts paid as Fees, Salaties, or 
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otherwise, to the Crown Solicitor, or to the private firm 
of which he is a member, by the Government, for the 
three years ending 30th June, 1880; such return to be 
in detail. 

QUESTION. 
Mr. LUMLEY HILL asked the .Attorney

General~ 
'Vhat is the total amount of Rent received by the 

Government of Queensland from l\Ies8rs. J.Jitt.lc and 
Browne for the use of the Government Premis.es occupied 
hy them in Q.ueen street, from the time of Sep~ration to 
the present date. 

The ATTORNEY-CE~"'"EIL_I\.L (~fr. J3eor) 
replied~ 

31r. Little occupied offices in the old Sn111'cme Court 
11nildings as Crown Solicitor, and his 1mrtner with him, 
up to the 8th (eighth) January, 1880, when the Supreme 
Court Offices were removed to the new buildings. Since 
then the firm of I.Jittle and Browne have paid rent of £2 
per week for their offices in the old buildings. '!'he 
amount paid to date is £38 17s. 2d. 

MOTION FOR ADJOuR~MEXT. 
l\Ir. BAILEY said he wished to bring for· 

ward a matter of considerable public import
ance, and would conclude the brief remarks he 
had to make upon it with the usual motion. 
Last session an Act called the Divisional Boarrls 
Act was passed, very much, he w:.s inclined to 
believe, against the consent of the people of 
the colony, and it was with respect to the 
administration of that Act that he now 
wished to refer. Oppressive as the Act 
might have been as originally passed, the 
administration of it had been made far more 
oppressive than it needed to have been. The 
Act was passerl in spite of numerous petitions 
from the people against the proposed system of 
taxation, but after it was passed the Government 
took upon themselves the administration of it. 
They did not immeditttely make it a measure of 
local government, as it was intended to have 
been ;~they assumed the position of admin
istrators of an Act which they had passed 
nnntina1ly as a measure of local government. 
Shortly after the passing of the Act he had 
reason to know that the divisions were formed 
and proclaimed without the consent or without 
the aclvice of the people who were included in 
those divisions. ~lore than that, after those 
divisions had been formed the people were invitee! 
to ~xpress an opinion as to the boundaries of the 
divisions; but when their petitions came down 
to the Government, who hacl decided that there 
should be no further subdivisions in certain of those 
divisions, these petitions were all contemptuously 
disregarded and set aside, as the previous peti
tions of the people had been. up to that point 
the Government chose to administer the Act 
against the will of the people ;~to go further, the 
boards which were to have been elected by the 
people were not elected by them at all. Xine
teen out of every twenty were composed either of 
Government nominees or ~elf-elected members 
who were desirous to assist the Government in 
carrying out that most opprebsi ve rneasure. 
The consef[uence naturally followed that the 
boards, anxious to imitate the actions of 
those whom they wished to support, carried the 
oppression of the original Act to a far greater 
extent than, perhaps, the Government antici
pated. 

Mr. O'SlJLLIV AN rose to a point of order. 
Did the hon. member intend to move for the 
repeal of the Act? If not, it was irregular to 
talk in that way of an Act of Parliament in 
force. · 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member for 
Stanley is f[uite right on the point of order. The 
hon. member for \Vide Bay should not censure 
an Act of this House unless he intends to move 
for its repeal. 

Mr. BAILEY said he would confine himself, 
then, to the way in which the Act lmcl been 
administered lly the Government. Certttin 
boards appealed to the various Ministers '"' to 
ho\v the assef-:smcnt waR to be rnacle upon fencrH. 
They \vired to the Postmaster-General, who told 
them to assess fences upon 1·uns as if they were 
buildings. The Attorney-General w:.s wired to 
by the sa,me board, and he declined to otfer an 
opinion on the subject. The 1\Iinister for \Vorks 
was also invited to give his opinion on the snh~ 
ject, and he told them that he was perfectly 
.ign.or;rnt 0£ the rn:::~.t.t.t~r and couhlnot ad vit':ie then1 
what to do. 

'rhe l'REJ\IIEH (::\Ir. :Mcllwraith): You are 
stating what is not true. You nre rni~qnoting 
the telegrarn ''rhen you repre:-wnt thnt anHwer a:-; 
having been eeut hy the "i\[inister for vV orks. 

1\fr. BAILEY askec! whether he was not 
stttting the truth when he eaic! tlmt the ::\liniRter 
for \Vorks told the hoard of Charters TmYers 
that he was perfectly ignomnt of how fences 
should be assessed under the Act? 

The 1\IINISTER FOR WORKS (1\fr. Mac
rossan) : You are not stating the truth. 

1\Ir. BAILJ~Y s<tid that, in that case, he harl 
been misinformed. It had latterly been fnun<l 
that the boards were initiating a, new sy:-;tern of 
taxation. They were taking upon themselve,q 
powers which only belonged to Parlimnent l1y 
initiating a new tax called the wheel tax. They 
were not levying that tax genernJly, Lnt 
upon one particular class, who were already 
subjected to very heaYy taxation-he re
ferred to tirnber-getters, ·who at present 1la{l 
a very great difficulty in earning n liYing, "lw 
]">irl license fees and taxed a" selectors; anr\ yet 
that unfortunate class of men were now calJc,d 
upon to pay ttn extra wheel t:.x to carry their 
timber from where the~' got it to the nei.dlhour
in:,\· river. \Vhat he wish er! \ms, to ask the At
tomey-General whether any board hat! a right to 
initiate new tfLxation? He called the wheel tax 
new taxation, becn,u.se in \Tictoria, after the I_.jocal 
Governrnent _._L\ct ha.d been passed ::;on1e tinte, it 
\vas found nccess[lry to pass a. rrireK _Act-in other 
wor<ls, to legalir,e the wheel tnx. Here they bar! 
those boards asstnning tn thentselves the power 
of Pttrli:tnlent to initiate a new tax in ft<l
ditinn to the already very oppressive, very 
unjust, and most villainous sptern of tax:.
tion under the ])h·isional Boards , \et. He 
understood that in some parts of the colony 
the wheel tax was to be confined to car
riers; but in his own district it had as yet 
been confined to the tim her-getters. He wonlrl 
accordingly ask the Attomey-Geneml whether 
nny board had a right to inithtte a ne\V t:tx 
which was not provided for in the J)i;-i~ional 
Boards Act? He conclm!ed by moving the ml
ioumment of the House. 

The COLOXIATJ SECRETAEY (1\Ir. Ptclmer) 
said the remarks to which they had just lbtened, 
on the \Vorking of the Di visinna.l Board~ _Act, 
came with very bad grace from an hon. member 
who was a rejected candidate for theclmirmanship 
of one of those Divisional Board,;. The hon. melu
bcr did not even confine himself to a true statement 
of facts~which made the m>ttter cousidcrahly 
worse. The hon. member told them tlmt all peti
tions from the inhabitants in the <lifferent rlis
tricts had been utterly clisreganled and set aside : 
that was misstatement 1'\ o. 1. So fnr from that 
being the case, every petition which came in 
properly worded, and showing any good reason 
for an altenttion of bonndary, hacl been mo,,t 
carefully :.ttenrlerl to and most carefully cornplietl 
with. 'Then thev were told tlmt hoards were 
self-elected, or ai;pointed by the Government : 
that was misBtatement K o. 2. The electors on 
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the roll for the different divisions were in every 
case asked to appoint the members of those 
lJivisimml Bmmls. 

l\Ir. 11:\.ILEY : Did they do so? 
The COLUXIAL SECHETARY said the 

Government conld not force them to do so. They 
a~~keU. thmn, and advised thmn to agree, if pas
Bible, auwng:)t thernt"iel vef-3, as cnYing to the state 
of the rollo it would be exceedi11gly diffi
cult, in the event of a conte,ted election, to 
{tecitle as to who were the rea.l ra.tept1yers 
in the <listrict entitled to vot0. The inhabi
tant> of the different rlivisions of the colony 
.Yhovved a great deal nwre cmnnwn-Bense than 
ht11l been <lispbyed by the hon. member. 
Tlwy took thi~ advice in n1any instances, a,nd 
(lid af::(ree anwngst thernselves, a.nd in nutny 
c,tses they electe,[ their own members. In most 
other case.s they 1·ecommended certr~in gentle
rnen for the pmlition, vvho were a.ppointed by 
the (}ovenunent; and in casm; where neither 
of these step8 ·was taken the Governn1ent 
r~ppointerl a bom·d; hut tlmt was done in com
p>tratively few instance's. If the Government 
dill not work the Act he should like to know who 
were to <lo it? The system was 'luite new in the 
colony, :tncl it required n .. g-re:1t deal of pains in the 
Uovernntent offices to g-et the .t-\ct into working 
onler. He wr~s gbd to say that r~sssistmtce lmd 
been most cheerfully given by every depr~rtment in 
the public service. 'rhere was not a single f]_nes
tion~and smne extraordinary ones had been 
'"ked-tlmt hml not been cr~refully considered ; 
fLIH1 'vhere a legal opinion 'vas necebsary the 
opinion of the Attorney-Generallmd been taken, 
anrl the Boarcli; ha<l been informed of it. He 
ha<l had no compbiuts from any uf the 
lJoanls that their complaints httd not l1een 
r~ttelHled to ; lmt f]nite the contrary. \Vith 
respect to the tire>' tax, to which the hon. mem
ber hml allmlell, if he wanted a legltl opinion 
upon it he hr~d better pr~y " bwyer to give him 
one: the .. Attorney-C-enera..l was not bound to 
give lt.?gal opinionR in the House sin1ply because 
he wr~s aske<l to <lo so by an hon. member; it 
w::r.s not Jlm't uf hiil business. He was the legr~l 
adviser of the Ciovernment, and not of the mem
bers of the House. 

::\Ir. BAILEY: Nor of the people, it seems. 

The COLOXIAL 8IWIU:TARY said neither 
was he the legal 1cclviser of the people, r~s had 
l1een very wisely interjected by the hon. member 
for \\'icle Bay. 

The Jfox. S. \V. GlUF:FITH: He has to re
port upon the legtclity of the by-laws. 

The COLOXL\L S:ECTIETARY said he was 
qnite awr~re of thr~t fact, and did not neerl to be 
informed of it. The ), tturney-General hml re
ported upon the legality of the by-laws. He 
believed consiclerahlc doubt harl been expresse<l 
as to whether the boards were entitled to levy " 
tires tax ; but the best W'1Y to settle the point 
mml<l Le to appe:cl r~gr~inst the tax. :Perhaps 
the hem. member for North Brisbane would 
volunteer the legal opinion ttsked for~ 

iHr. WUFF ITH : :\ o. 
'l'he COLOJ'\IAL SECRETAEY sr~id the 

hon. u1ern 1 JC'r war.:.;, of course, a. great deal too 
eumling for that. Ko hon. n1en1ber had a 
r·ight to ttsk the Attorney-Cieneml for a leg·al 
opiuion. Tlmt opinion lmrl been fully and 
freely giveu to the bottrcls who had r~sl~ecl for 
it. He (::\[r. Pr~lmer) nmintccined, Hotwith
sta,n<ling· the ahsertions of the hon. n1ernber 
for ~Wide Btty, that the Divisional Bor~r<b Act, 
cousitlering that it wa.r-; an entirely 11ew institu
tion, hatl been, nnd wa:-;, working wonderfully 
well. He wonlcl conclude, r~s he had begun, l'.Y 
saying thttt the renmrks on the working· of the 

Act came with " very bad grace from r~n hon. 
gentleman who hml flliled in his candidature for 
the chairmanship of one of those boards. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN said he was very sorry to 
have hr~d to cr~ll the hon. member for Wide Bay 
to order, but he wr~s glad he had done so, for he 
believed that thr~t hon. member was out of order 
from the first word of his speech to the lllst. It 
might, perlmps, be considered only a trifling· 
offence to be out of order, but the hon. member 
went still further by telling an untruth. He 
{Mr. O'i::lullivan) was 'luite satisfied that the 
Minister for \Vorks hr~d too much knowledge of 
the subject to tell r~ny Divisional Bor~rd thr~t 
fences should be taxed. \Vith regard to the 
wheel tax, he was aware that some of the bor~rds 
hacl decided to put a tr~x on wheels, but in no, in
stance, as bras he knew, hr~d thr~t tax been levied. 
He himself was "member of a Divisional Bor~rd, 
but he had been electecl to it, and not nominated 
as the hon. member stated; r~nd his colleague in 
the representation of i::ltanley (Mr. Kellett) wr~s 
not only r~n elected member, but also the chr~ir
mr~n of• a Divisional Board. Those bor~rrls to 
which he r~ml his coller~gue had the honour of 
belonging were thoroughly contented with the 
Divisional Boards Act, r~s fr~r as it hr~d gone. 
Before the Act was pr~ssed the ratepayers in 
those divisions knew that they were taxed in 
some way or other to mend their roads; but 
they were under the impression that four-fifths 
of the money raised went to mend ror~ds 
and make cr~rriage drives in East , JYioreton, 
pr~rticularly about Brisbane. The result of the 
Act was that every mr~n in his district was r~wr~re 
that whatever amount of taxation was levied by 
the hoard it would he invested in his own neigh
bourhood, r~nd that he himself would hccve the 
lr~ying out of it. There were, no doubt, some 
faults in the Act, but those faults would in time 
cure themselves. The mr~in fault wr~s that the 
divisions were too small. There were three or 
four rlivisions in each district with their staff of 
officers where one would be enough. The people 
themselves were the cause of that fault, by rap
ping r~t the door of the Government every day to 
make the divisions smr~ller. One clerk, one 
foreman of works, and one chr~irman would 
do for two or three divisions. Taking the 
railwr~y line through \V est Moreton, one divi
sion on the right-hand side and another on 
the left would be 'luite enough for that district, 
r~ml that might be er~sily done by-and-bye. The 
hon. member (Mr. Bailey) stated that the 
petitions from Divisional Bor~rcls had been con
temptuously thrown r~side. He had ni>Ver seen 
anything of the kind done in the House. From 
whr~tever 'luarter petitions came, so long as they 
were properly worded, they were alwr~ys well 
received by hem. members on both sides. That 
part of the speech, however, hr~d been better 
r~nswered by the Colonial Secretary than he 
coulrl clo it. There were many parts of the 
world that would be very glad to have the spend
ing of their own money. He wished thr~t the 
unfortunate country he came from had the 
spending of its own money. If there was a fault 
to he found with the colony of Queenslr~nd, it was 
that the people had too much freedom-they had 
been wr~llowing in free<lom. Great exertions had 
been mttde to make the Divisional Boards Act un
popular with the people, and the last move was 
to endeavour to attr~ch it to the mr~il contract. 
The unfortunate people who were not well in
formed on the subject, hut who knew that they 
were to some extent tr~xed by the Act, were told 
thr~t the mail contmct was exactly on a par with 
it, and that it would result in their being tccxe<l 
to such an extent that by-ccncl-bye they would 
have to sell out of their homes. He had men
tioned " fr~ct in connection with this mr~tter the 
other night, At the Pine Mountr~in, recently, a 
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man of the name of Doolan was induced to lend 
the use of his house for a political meeting 
against the Divisional Boards Act; but he 
found when the meeting was held that the real 
purpose for which it had been called was 
to denounce the mail contract, and lost no 
time in hunting the people out of the place. 
He (Mr. O'Sullivan) had occasion, one day, 
to go to Fassifern, and the chairman of the 
meeting, an important little man, who could 
see a good deal through a gimlet hole, told 
the meeting that under the Divisional Boards 
Act a man who owned eighty acres of land would 
be taxed £40 a year. That unfortunate man 
believed it, because he knew no better. That 
was the way those things were done at the 
present moment; he knew the object of it, but 
the people generally didn't. 

Mr. LOW said there were three Divisional 
Boards in operation in the district he represented. 
It was a pretty large one-and he had not heard 
one dissentient voice. From all he had seen, the 
people were well satisfied with the working of the 
measure. 

Mr. DICKSON said he wished to obtain some 
information from the Government with regard to 
their intentions in the matter of assisting the 
various Divisional Boards, pending their assess
ments being submitted to the Treasurer with a 
view to arranging the endowments. Some of the 
boards, he understood, had not been able to com
plete their assessments, and were actually at a 
sta.ndstill for want of funds, the amount pre
viously given by the Government to enable them 
to carry on necessary works having been ex
pended. It had been stated that the Govern· 
ment had not yet decided upon any uniform plan 
by which assistance might be given pending the 
completion of the assessments ; and he should be 
glad to hear from some member of the Govern· 
ment what action was to be taken. A few days 
ago some members of a board near Brisbane in· 
formed him--

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Name the 
board. 

Mr. DICKSON said it was the Ithaca Board 
he alluded to. Their funds being exhausted 
they made application for an advance-or tern· 
porary assistance-on account of endowment, 
and their request had been denied. Perhaps he 
should not be justified in saying that other 
boards had been assisted to a larger extent, but 
he was quite justified in saying that this was a 
very important board, and that it was at pre
sent actually at a standstill for want of funds. 
It was quite possible that other boards might be 
similarly situated. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said it was 
quite impossible to lay down any rule on the sub· 
ject. The Government had assisted those boards 
who had assisted themselves and sent in a list of 
rates they were entitled to levy. Those who had 
made good rates the Government were assisting 
in every possible way. Difficulties had in some 
cases been experienced in getting in the rates, 
but where they had been levied and the boards 
had shown a disposition to help themselves as
sistance had always been given. How long that 
assistance would continue he could not say; but 
it could not continue much longer. An impres
sion had gone abroad in the country that the 
boards were each entitled to a one-seventy-fifth 
part of £100,000; and the sooner that idea was 
dissipated the better. 

Mr. ARCHER said he understood the Govern
ment to state, when the Act was passed last year, 
that they did not expect the rates to be collected 
this year-that they only expected the rates to 
be struck, and that advances would then be 
made. Many of the rates could not be collected 
until next year, when the endowment of double 

the amount of the rates would be paid. Tha 
was undoubtedly the statement made in the 
House last year. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he 
should, perhaps, have used the word "struck.' 
He did not mean that the rates were collected. 
The Government had stated that where a rate 
had been struck advances would be made, it being 
impossible to levy immediately, especially in 
cases where the tax was appealed against. Every 
assistance was given in divisions where the rates 
had been struck. 

Mr. DAVENPORT said he believed the 
principle of the Divisional Boards Act had the 
approval of the people generally, a large majority 
of the members returned to the House having 
stated that the Bill would have their sup
port. The whole country had previously been 
sickened by log-rolling and road-making about 
the metropolis, and the Divisional Boards were 
introduced to secure a more even distribution 
of local taxation. The Act was a little imper
fect at present, but when it got into thorough 
working order nothing would afford the House 
greater pleasure than to give the endowment. A 
great deal of clap-trap had been talked about the 
injustice done to the poor settler and the work
ing man. Only last Saturday a good honest hard
working neighbour of his, among other indict
ments against the Government, charged them 
with having introduced this Act. On inquiring, 
it turned out that the complainer only held four 
acres of land, the assessment upon which 
amounted to one shilling a-year. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN : I could a<lduce plenty of 
instances like that. 

Mr. SIMPSON said he was interested in no 
less than three boards in his district, and he had 
heard very little complaint. ·where the people 
tried to work them well they had every chance 
of succeeding. No doubt a great many mistakes 
were made: for instance, a widow who helcl1,200 
and odd acres was in a great state of mind, 
thinking she would have to pay £70 or £80 
a-year; when it was explained to her that 
the tax would only be sixpence in the 
pound on that sum,· she laughed, and said 
"Oh ! I can pay that out of my egg-money!" 
He did not think that much difficulty would be 
found in collecting the rates. In two of the 
divisions to which he had referred the rates had 
been struck and only two appeals had been 
threatened. In one case he (Mr. Simpson) was 
appealing simply on principle-the amount being 
only two shillings-because he thought the boards 
were not acting right, and that their proceeding 
should be checked until the matter was corrected. 
He had no intention of pushing his appeal, and 
he did not think the other appealer would push 
his. Notice had been given that rates not paid 
in sixty days would be sue<! for, so that 
within two months it was probable that all the 
payments would be completed. No doubt the 
tax would come hard on some people in such 
a season as this, which threatened to be about the 
worst he had ever seen ; but the ratepayers would 
probably not be disheartened by the prospect of 
a bad season. The Act would, no doubt, rectuire 
some amendment, and he had now in his hm1d 
a question on the subject which he intencled 
when he entered the House to ask the Colonial 
Secretary, not expecting such a discussion as 
this to arise. He considered the Act required 
amendment as to assessments on improvements. 
The assessment should be upon the land accord
ing to its quality, and when the boards wanted 
more money they could raise the rate of asses£
ment. Assessments upon improvements he did 
not approve of at all. "When the Act passed he 
was not very bmiliar with these matters, and 
did not see how it would work; but having since 
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taken an active part in one of the subdivisions, 
he could see that it would have been better if 
the assessment had been upon land only. It 
was his intention when the opportunity occurred 
to ask the fjuestion to which he had alluded, 
and if the Government or some leading member 
of the House did not move in the matter, he 
should do so himself before the session ended. 

Mr. BAILJ~Y said he was glad to see that 
the hon. member for Dalby was a member who 
had the courage of his opinions. The Divisional 
Jloanls Act imposed a tax upon the improve
ments which people were striving to make upon 
small selections throug·hout the country, and 
the hon. 1nen1ber's action in assisting to pass 
it w::ts indeed a hlunder ; it w::ts worse than 
a blunder-it was :1 crime. The very point 
of the contention between the two parties 
hst year was, that the one desired a Bill to 
tax hind and the other p::trty a Bill to tax 
sm::tll improvements. He (J\ir. Bailey) was much 
olJliged to the hon. member for Stanley for 
his opinion. He believed the hon. member 
was a member of the lVIutdapilly Board where, 
according to a document in his hand, the amount 
mised by mtes was £17H, of which £58 went 
to the v::tluer, £100 to the ch::tirman, £10 for 
furniture, .£10 for :1 safe, and £1 might possibly 
reach the roads of that district. There was no 
doubt that things could go on very comfortably 
in divisions where the rates were thus amicably 
dividetl. The JHinistry had made this afternoon 
a most astonishing declaration. They were not, 
as they should be, the guardians of the public 
interest and of the taxpayers of the colony, 
when they could calmly stand by seeing what 
might possibly be an illegal tax imposed, and 
simply say to the people, "If you are imposed 
upon by our agent.s, oppressed by our non1inees, 
and wrongly taxed, go to the Suilreme Court and 
prove you are in the right." They told 
the poor selector, farmer, carrier, ::tnd timber
getter, that he must find the remedy in the 
law; that the Attorney-General was not their 
servant but their master-that the Govern
ment were not the servants of the public 
and the guardians of their interests, but their 
masters. That \\as the declaration made 
by the Ministry of the day to the taxpayers. 
He thanked them for it, and hoped the taxpayers 
under the Divisional Boards Bill would espe
cially take notice of what had been said. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN wished to explain th::tt 
what the hon. member h::td said was untrue. 
The chairm::tn of the Mutdapilly Bo::trd did not 
receive a shilling, and nearly £200 had been ex
pemled upon the roads. 

l\Ir. BAILEY : Government money. 
Question of adjournment put and neg::ttived. 

PETITION. 
Mr. GRIFFITH presenterl a petition from 

about 190 Residents of the Hodg·ldnson Goldfield, 
mostly miners, praying that the J\Iines Depart
ment might not be abolished nor amalgamated 
with the Lands Department. 

Petition re::td and received. 

MAIL CO::-<THACT-HESUMPTION OF 
COMMITTEE. 

The House having· resolved itself into a Com
mittee of the Whole to further consider the 
proposed through Stemn Service between Lon
don and Brisbane, 

Mr. GJUF:B'ITH said he had hoped to hear 
some statement from the Premier with regard to 
a telegr::tm that had appeared in the papers. The 
Premier had received :1 communication which 
was thought of sufficient importance to make 

known to the public, and which one would h::tve 
thought was of sufficient importance for him to 
communicate to the House. Any communica
tion relating to the mail service should be laid 
before the House, so that it might appear in the 
records of its debates; and he should like to know 
whether the Premier had received or sent any 
other communication? 

The PREMIER said the hon. gentlem::tn knew 
perfectly well that everything had been laid 
before the House ; ::tnd, with reference to the 
telegram in question, he took the earliest oppor
tunity to give the public all the information he 
had with regard to the Briti•h-India Company. 
The hon. gentleman was going too far when he 
asked whether he (the Premier) h::td sent a tele
gram-unless the hon. gentleman insisted on 
being a party to carrying on the Government. 
He would like to draw the attention of the Com
mittee to one or two matters which had not been 
fairly taken into consideration by the Opposition 
before they came to the conclusion arrived at 
last week. In estimating the adv::tnt::tges to the 
colony of the mail service it would be recollected 
that he (the Premier) laid down that during the 
next eight years the average cost of carrying 
mail matter to England and back, by the P. and 
0. Company, would be £25,000 a-year, leavino· 
the British-Indi::t Company's offer to be const 
dered as a mercantile service for £30,000 in 
addition to the postal advantages it would offer. 
Hon. members must not forget that in t::tking 
the sum of £25,000 a-ye::tr he estimated some 
matters at a very low rate, and that he also took 
it for granted that certain very different and very 
possibly antagonistic interests would be working 
smoothly during the whole of that time. For in
stance, theA.S.N. Companyofferedcertainlysome 
considerable time since to carry the colony's mail 
matter to Sydney andb::tck for£4,000a-year. Since 
then, however, he found that the meaning of the 
offer was, that they would carry the mails only 
once a month ; that was, if the colony availed 
themselves of the fortnightly service, there would 
probably be an additional charge made by the 
A.S.N. Company to the extent of £4,000. Th::tt 
altered the condition of matters very consider
ably. In the next pl::tCe, a point to which the 
attention of the Committee had not been suffi
ciently directed was, that the A.S.N. Company 
made it a condition to performing the mail service 
b.etween Queensland and Sydney that the sailing 
times they had had in operation for some time 
and were in operation at present, should not b~ 
altered. If the Government accepted those con
ditions, it would be found that they were highly 
inconvenient for the colony. For instance the 
steamer at the present time left Sydney on F;iday 
and arrived on Sunday ; the steamer going north 
left on Saturday, and consequently the mail 
matter must either wait till the following Satur
day or the Government put on an additional 
service for the mails in the colony, which 
would require a large subsidy, or must alter all 
arrangements for a weekly service to the North. 
Neither of those courses was practicable without 
immense inconvenience. If they altered the 
time of sailing of the weekly vessels they 
would have to alter the arrangements of the 
whole of the internal mails, which would 
cause a great amount of inconvenience. Hon. 
members who had to do with inland dis
tricts must see the immense labour involved 
in such a plan. In the next place, they had 
settled long ago that by far the most advant::tge
ous time for the ste::tmer to start from Brisbane 
to the North was Saturday, when the weekly 
news from the metropolis could be taken up to 
the northern and inland districts. It would be 
highly inconvenient for the Press, in dissemina
ting news, for the mail steamers to be taking up 
papers a week old as would be the case if the 
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arrangements of the A.S.N. Company were to be 
carried out. So far with regard to the amount 
of money required to pay in order to make 
things work smoothly with the A.::3.N. Com
pany. But the point upon which he (the Pre
mier J wished particularly to lay stress was this
that the interests of the colony of Victoria, the 
interests of New South \Vales, and Queensland 
interests, were not at the present time ideutic·al. 
Nor were the interests of New South \Vales identi
cal with those of Victoria. At the present time, no 
doubt, with an obligingness rather praiseworthy, 
the New South Wales Government carried the 
Queensland mails at an exceedingly low price 
overland towards JYielbourne-a price which 
certainly could not be remunerative to them. 
But they must see that the other colonies 
were looking out for their own interests, 
and that the interests of the Government 
of New South ·wales were plainly to divert all 
the postal matter they possibly could by the 
route they themselves paid for-viz., the San 
Francisco. It was not very likely they would 
continue to offer the advantages they now offered 
to take mail matter to Melbourne. 'rhey might 
fairly anticipate the price would be increased. 
No doubt the Victoria11 Government might be 
fixed by this colony accepting an offer for eight 
years to transport the mails for the amount 
raisetl by the Post Office in ]~ngland and here. 
l'\o doubt they would do that, hnt it was very 
questionable whether the Victorian Government 
would be prepared to offer this arrangement if 
Queensland were without means of carrying out 
arrangements on its o\vn account. He ha(l sho,vn 
the Committee plainly enough the risks they 
ran in Inaking a n1ore expensive contract than he 
anticipated-viz., £25,000. He was speiLking of 
the alternative service of the P. and 0. from 
:iYielbourne, which must cost £2fl,OOO, and he 
had shown a strong reason why it might cost 
£10,000 more. But there was a graver difficulty 
still-he had raised the argument before, but he 
did not think the Opposition had given it suffi
cient consideration. The reason was this: to 
work out that service they must have three con
tending interests-not contending interests, but 
parties whose interests were not identical and were 
in many respects antagonistic-that was the 
A.S.N. Company, the colony of l'\ew South 
\Vales, and the colony of Victoria. Each of 
those three parties, if the arrang·ement were 
made with the Queensland Government, must 
do their best for this colony before they coul<l 
carry out the service in the way in which he had 
put it-in fact, by giving up their own service 
they would he left entirely in the hands of 
parties whose interests were not identical with 
the colony's nor with one another. He aloo 
wished again to draw the very special attention 
of the Committee to the g-mve results which were 
likely to follow from the contract not being 
ratified. In view of the legislation which was 
contemplated, it was very probable that a Minis
ter of the Crown, or, at all events, someone 
authorised to represent the Guvernment, would 
have to proceed home to do work similar to 
what he had done-would have to make arrang·e
ments for carrying out ~on1e of their lnrge public 
works on the land-gTant principle. The course 
pursued by the Legislature with regard to the 
mail contract, taken in connection with the facto, 
would make it impossible for anyone appointed by 
the Government to conduct the negotiations to :t 
successful issue. \Vhat were the fact8? The 
Premier of this colony went to ]';ngland aml 
1nade arrangements for rt 1nail service. He 
stated as one of the facts that he •ras supported 
by a majority in the Legislative Assemhly, and 
promised the support of him~elf and his Govern
ment to carry the contract through. But when 
he returned to the colony he was met, not Ly the 

opposition of the House, hut by a determined 
minority who, taking advantage of the fact that 
the contract must he ratified by a certain time, 
defeated it by physical force. J"ooking at these 
fact~<, what position would a "Minister of the Crown 
or anyone authorised to represent the Gm·ern
ment, he in who went home and said to the capi
talitsts there that he was authorised to enter into 
arrangernents for the n1aking of ra,ilways tbrough 
the interior of the colony on the land-grant prin
ciple. The capitalists would simply laugh at 
him. He could not even expect any man of 
position to give up sufficient of his time to nmler
stand the scheme. His answer would Le-" J\Jy 
time would be simply wasted. Your Govern
ment wonld not be able to nttify the contract. 
See what the result of the m[Lil contract was." 
It would be as cert[Lin as day that such an 
ans\ver \Vould be given. X ot only \V ere the 
Opposition taking upon themselves the grave 
respon.sibility of defeating the tiovernn1eut in 
their };xecutive action-actinn which belonged 
peculiarly to the Government-lmt were ln·ing-
ing consequenceR upon the colony ·which he di(l 
not think they had perceived. Knowing the facts 
thoroughly, he would tell the OppORition plainly 
that his position woul<l be quite helple<,s if he tric<l 
to interest c::tpitalists in a sche1ne of rnaking 
railways on the land-g-rant principle after it harl 
been shown that the G o;-ennnent, with all their 
power and their majority in Parliament, with 
every intention that the action of the C:o,·ern
ment should be ratified, were still perfectly 
powerlesR before a snutll n1inority. To get over 
this difficulty they should he ollligerl to entrust 
the Government with powers that he should not 
like to ask for himself, anrl certainly should not 
propose to g-ive to the Opposition. They shoulcl 
actually ask that the Government should luwe 
the right, without aRking for the ratification of 
Parlimnent, to n1ake a contract involving :mch 
large interests as a railway to the Gulf of Ctr
pentaria on the land-grant principle. l'\o Go;-
ernrnent would like to aHk such large powel':-; ; 
hut, unless they had them, no Eng-lbh capi
talists, with the experience that "a; afforclerl 
by the m[Lil contract, wnu!<l look at the 
scheme. He harl drawn the attention of the 
Oppmition quietly, and he hoped effectually, to 
the grave responsibility that they were umler
taking. He n1ight also refer to one other thing. 
After seeing the telegran1 vdth regard to the 
purchase of new ships for the carrying out of the 
service, which he had received quite sponta
neously from the managers of the British-Inrlia 
Company, he did not think that any sensihle 
person in town had any doubt that the contract 
was really made with the British-Imlia Com
pany, and would have all their influence allll 
strength. The worked-up argument that the 
contract was \Vith a nurnber of people who 'vere 
perfectly unknown, who would very probably shirk 
their responsibility by sellingont <lirectlythe con
tmct was ratified, was completely dispelled h,v the 
telegmm. He believed that the effect of the 
telegmm, which spoke for itself, was to show the 
l101W ,tides of the Dritish-India Company--that 
it was their intention to cany out the service. 
He hoped that the Opposition 11[Ld reconsidere<l 
the po.,ition they had taken up. It .,-as "·ith a 
view to get them to do so that he lmd drawn 
attention to the very grave position of nmtters. 
He had been represented as threatening· the 
Hnnse with sorne evil consequence", hen he 
said that if before six moutho were over the con
tract <lid not come into existence there woultl be 
no more sorry man than the learler of the Oppo
oition himself. That remark had been construed 
into n, threat that he intended a,clopting smne Bxtra
ordinary course, snch as iutroLlttcing· the "iron 
hand" resolutionpas:-:edin Victoria. The 111eaning 
of his words were, however, perfectly plain-that 
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in six months no one would be more sorry at the 
rejection of the contract than the leader of the 
Opposition, because by that time the meanest 
capacity in the southern part of the colony would 
see that a gigantic 1nistake was made in not ac
cepting one of the best offers that had been made 
to the colony. 

Mr. GIUFFITH said that by the remark to 
which the Premier had referred he had under
stood him to mean that the time would come 
when pnblic opinion would change regarding the 
contract, that the people at large would be sorry 
that it was not accepted, and hold that the Op
position were much to blame. He did not un
clerstancl the hon. gentleman to holLl out any 
threat of terrible consequences to the House or 
of change in the mode of carrying on businesR. 
The arguments of the hon. gentleman seemed to 
resolve themselves into three: and fimt, with 
respect to the telegram from the British-India 
Comp[my, the Premier must have a very short 
memory ; he had told the House several times 
that the contract was not with the British-India 
Company but with a new company which was 
to take "Queensland" as part of its name. He 
(Mr. Griffith) was beginning to get bewildered 
as to whom they were really dealing with. One 
day it was the British-India Company, another 
day it was the Nether lands Company, and again 
it was a new company. The Premier thought 
that the telegram harl dispelled all doubts as to 
who the contractors were, but that had not been 
the result so far as his experience had gone. On 
the contrary, he had found that the telegmm had 
had the effect of making people more doubtful as 
to who the contractors were. It was noticed as a 
singular thing that the name of JYiackinnon, from 
whorn the forrner con1n1unit'ation had corne, was 
not attached to the telegram, but of Gray, Dawes, 
and Co. ; and it was also noticed as a curious coin
cidence that the telegram >Lrrivecl at a time when 
the Government had got into serious rlifficulties 
about this contract. He heard an hon. member 
opposite ejaculating ''insinuation." Hon. mein
bers opposite seemed to have got a sort of craze, 
and to think that one must not draw inferences 
from facts. ·what were they in the House for?
what did men of ordinary sense do? They did 
not look at one fact and shut their eyes to the 
others. 'l'hey looked at all the surroumling facts. 
When two things were seen happening together, 
might there not be a connection between them? He 
remarked that it was a curious coincidence that 
the telegram should have arrived at a time when 
the Government were in difficulties. \Vould hon. 
members opposite say what inference they drew 
from the facts? He was going to say what he 
should have inferred. He did not mean for a 
moment that the Premier had any communica
tion with the parties. He did not rloubt his 
worrl ; but he was inclined to think that, if these 
gentlemen in England really took >Ln interest in 
the contract, they would be curious enough to 
know what was going on in Queensland; and he 
thought it probable that they had their corres
pondents here. 'l'he la8t communication that they 
received was nearly a month ago, and it certainly 
was not strange to infer that since then they had 
been inquiring from their agents here what course 
had been taken in Parliament; and from that he 
drew what inference he ple:tsed. \Vith respect 
to the other arguments which the hon. gentle
man had used, and to which he said sufficient 
weight had not been given on a previous occa
sion, they were two. One was that the cost of 
carrying the mails-if the contract was not rati
fied--would be more than was generally antici
pated. On the previous occasion the hon. gen
tleman said that the cost of carrying their mails 
by tl)e other routes would probably amount on 
an average to about £"25,000 a-year for the next 
eight years. At present it was certainly less than 

£20,000, but to that had to be added the cost of 
bringing the mails from Sydney, and possibly 
from Victoria. The cost had not been exactly 
ascertained at present, but he would remark that 
the assumption that all this money would be 
saved by ratifying the contract involved the 
proposition that the people would be content to 
let their letters go by the slowest route. If 
Government were going to send all mails by 
the nine-knot steamers, a great many people 
woulcl object, he thought; and if Government did 
not insist upon all mails going by that route, 
they were paying, not for a mail service, but for 
some other; so that for a mail service it involved 
an expenditure of all the money referre<l to in a 
previous pttrt of the debate. Then it had been 
said that there n1ight be a difficulty in arranging 
with the A.S.N. Company; but it must l>e 
recollected that that company had not a 
monopoly. He rlid not know what clay in the 
week the P. and 0. Company's steamer arrived 
at Sydney, but should not think that any 
difficulty arising on that account would be 
insuperttble. And he did not know that there 
would be any great difficulty in arranging with 
the steam companies at present trading in Aus
tralian ·waters to carry the colony's nu.tils arriving 
in Sydney by some other route until they could 
rrwke smne Inore satisfactory arrangenwut. New 
Zealand, Tasmania, and South Anstmlia harl 
made satisfactory arrangements, and he supposed 
Queensland could do the same. \Vhy could they 
not do like the other colonies ? 

The PREMII~R: That is just what we are 
doing. 

Mr. GRIFFITH sairl the hon. gentleman said 
that that was just what they were doing. 
The hon. gentleman said that if they did not 
accept this arrangement another must be made. 
Of course, they all knew that. If this were 
not a g·ood arrangement, let them make a 
better; and if it were th@ best which could 
be rnatle, let them accept it. It was because 
the Opposition believed the arrangement to 
be bad that they opposed it. They thought it 
so bad, in fact, that they believed any other 
arrangement would be better. He failed to see, 
therefore, that this additional argument of 
the Premier, plausible though it seemecl at 
first sight, was entitled to very great weight. 
The other argument which the Premier put 
forward was this-that if the Opposition in 
the present i11stance were allowed to defeat 
the scheme of the Government it wonld damage 
future Governments-but the present Govern
ment more especially- in their negotiations 
with capitalists in large financial transactions. 
Now, for his own part, he did not think it 
desirable that a single Minister should go to 
England and there negotiate enormous transac
tions of the description indicated by the hon. 
gentleman. The proper Ntpitaliflts to bargain 
with for the confltruction of a rail way line from 
the southern part of the colony to the Gulf of 
Carpentaria were men who visited the colony, aJHl 
who would be acquainted with its circumstances 
before they made their offer. If the course the Op
position were now pursuing would have the effect 
of preventing these negoti:ttions being entere<l 
into in England by future Premiers, so far from 
that effect being an objection to the course it was 
rather an arg·ument in its favour. No JYiinister 
should be entrusted with such enormous power. 
He was much inclined to agree with a proposi
tion made to him not long ago by a gentle
man-one of the oldest public men in Australia
at the head of a Government in a neig·hbouring 
colony, in reference to the Premier's visit to 
]~ng"land-the proposition being to the effect 
that the proper )Jlace for the Premier was in the 
colony in which he governed. 
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Mr. MOllRHEAD : What about 1\fr. Mac
alister's visit home? 

Mr. GlUF~'ITH was not called upon to tell 
the hon. member for Mitchell what opinion he 
expressed in Cabinet when the then Premier pro
posed to go to Europe. He was not bound to 
tell the hon. member what his opinion was on 
that occasion. 

Mr. MO HE HEAD :But we rlraw an inference. 
Mr. GRIFFITH said that, having observed 

the results of Premiers' visits to England upon 
various occasions, he was inclined to agree \vith 
hi~ experienced friend in a neighbouring colony 
that it was exceedingly undesirable for the head 
of a Government to be absent for such a long 
time from the seat of government. He did not 
feel at all alarmed at the prospect of difficul
ties being thrown in the way of contracts of 
the description suggested by the Premier. In 
the case of such contracts, made with capi
blists in Englaml, they had to pay a larg·e 
sum by way of insurance or allowance for their 
ignorance of the colony. He observed in the 
recenttelegran1 frmn Gray, ])awes, ::tnd Con1pan:r 
an intimation that they were going to build 
steamers. He coulcl only express his very great snr
prisethatat the present day such a '1rgefirmshould 
builcl ships for a nine-knot service, considering 
that the P. and 0. Company were building ships 
for a fifteen-knot service, and that the steamers 
built for the nine-knot service would have to 
compete with the P. and 0. Company. He 
would mention a few facts with regard to 
the rate of freight by other steamers, and he 
believed that before long steamers would be 
running between Brisbane and England direct. 
If the frozen-meat trade were of any value, 
it would take more than thirteen steamers 
a-year to carry it. If, in fact, the trade were to 
be of any appreciable benefit to stockowners, it 
would be more likely to employ one ste,tmer 
a-week. He hoped sincerely that the trade would 
be successful. He knew that it was in good hands, 
and that there were many gentlemen actively 
interested in the matter who were prepared to 
subscribe a large amount of capital to carry it 
out. If the trade were a success it must be car
ried on by means of steamers, and if they took 
meat home they would come out with goods. 
These steamers would, of course, be made suit
able for our ports ; and he contended that, so 
far from the direct trade to England being dis
couraged if the contract were not agreed to, it 
would be encouraged, because in starting a trade 
it was not desirable to give to any one company 
such an enormous adv:1ntage as they would 
derive from the proposed subsidy. He was in
formed upon very good authority that the average 
freight by the P. and 0. steamers from London 
to Brisbane, through rates, for the month of 
June of the present year, was 70s. with the 
usual 10 per cent. added. That was the rate 
at which merchants in Brisbane had actually 
received goods shipped in London for Bris
bane by the P. and 0. Company. No doubt 
it was a high freight; but he was certain 
that the proposed line of steamers vic1 Torres 
Straits would not charge less freight - they 
would probably charge more. There was 
no reason to be alarmed, therefore, at the conse
quences foreshadowed by the hon. member for 
Maryhorough (Mr. King) in the event of the 
contract not being accepted. The difference 
in the rate of freights between Sydney and 
Brisbane upon goods shipped from London 
was not more than 10s., when~as the ordi
nary rates from Brisbane to Sydney, including 
charges, exceeded 20s. ; so that actually the 
companies were already providing for the direct 
trade. 

Mr. FEEZ : To Brisbane only. 

Mr. GRIFFITH said that trading com
P'Lnies were not imlmed with the extraordi
nary craze about the Korth which some mem
bers seemed to think had taken possession of 
the people of Jlrisbane. They regarded the 
1natter frmn a cmnrnercial point of view, and 
would rnake arrangernentH to carry goods any
where, whether to Brisbane or Ipswich or to 
Cooktown. He would be very sorry to think 
that the course pursued by the Opposition would 
discour:1ge direct cornn1unication with J\ngland. 
He did not profess to be an infallible judge ; but 
he believe<] therejectionof the contract would have 
the effect not of <liverting lmt of increasing the 
direct tmde with Engbml. He believed it 
would be found that none of the gloomy conse
quences prophe,.ie<l by hon. members opposite 
wou!tl come to pa,,s. Che:tpness of freight and 
facilities of communication with other parts of the 
worl<l woul<l be brought about here as elsewhere. 
I-Ie sa.w no reason \YhyQueenshtn<l, nny rnore than 
the rest of the Australian colonies, ,lwuld be put 
to the expense of subsidisiug a merchant service. 
If the consequences prophesied by the J>remier 
were about to ensue there might be some reason 
for it; hut, apart from that, he saw no reason 
why a rejection of the contract should he at
tended with si.JCh terrible consequences. Be it 
distinctly understood that his objection was not 
so much to a mail service for (~ueensland~he 
believed, for many reasons, it would be de
sirable to have it-as to a contract which was 
open to almost every objection which could 
possibly Le urged against a contract-a contract 
bad in every particular-as to stipulations with 
regard to the size of ships, as to the terms 
for carrying uutils, as to subsidy conditions, and 
as to in1n1igration, nnd which contained no stipu
la,tion of any use whatever, considering it aK :1 

merchant service. ChooHing Let\veen no contract 
of the kind for the present and that before the 
Committee, he would prefer to go without any. 
He di<l not profess to be an infallible judge on 
these matters ; hut he spoke upon the authority 
of n'en upon whose jndgment he could rely 
-mercantile men of evel'y condition-men of 
the greatest expel'ience in Queensland. These 
men were distinctly of opinion that the 
proposed contract, instead of benefiting the trade 
of the colony, would he almost ruinous. If the 
proposal henefiterl any part of the colony it 
would benefit Brisbane most; and he did not 
think, therefore, that the merchants or representa
tives of Brisbane coul<l he accused of selfishnb's 
in opposing it. It would not follow, if this con
tract were rejecte<l, that there never ·w<mld be a 
contract if such Were found necessary. But they 
were asked to ratify a contract of the crudest 
character, the objections to which had been 
pointed out over and over again-a contract which 
bound the contractors to do nothing unless they 
liked. The Opposition would not be justified 
in assenting to the ratification of a contract 
of that description, especially when they knew 
perfectly well that in so doing they would be 
exposing themselves to the condemnation of the 
public opinion of the colony. He had endea
voured to reply to the new matter imported into 
the debate by the Premier in the spirit in which 
the hon. member had introduced it. He could 
only repeat, that he was fully awrtre of the re
sponsibilities involved in the position occupied by 
hon. members on his own side of the House, and 
that they did not shrink from those responsi
bilities. 

Mr. KIKG said he thought that the hon. 
member for North Brisbane, in some of his 
remarks, seemed to be endeavouring to persuade 
the people of Brisbane that under the arrange
ment between the A.S.K. Company am! the 
Orient Companythewholeofthe imports from the 
South would come to Brisbane. At the present 
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time the A. S. N. Com pnny were nctunlly cnrrying 
goods at cheaper mtes from Sydney to'the 1\orth 
than they charged for c~trriage between Bri:.;b::me 
and the North, aml therefore there wns no reason 
to suppose thnt imports for the North could 
pass through Brisbane. If the two companiec; 
had agreed to bring goocls to Brisbane for 70s. 
n-ton, they might be sure that the rate to 
Sydney wns much less, n,nd there was nothing to 
prevent the A.S.N. Company, if there was no 
competitive line, frmn n1aking arrangements by 
which the whole of the northern tmde would be 
diverted from Jlrisbane. 

The HoN. J. DOUGLAS said thev were not 
discussing the arrangements of the A.'t'LN. Com
pany. He was ns n,nxious as anyone to see the 
utn1ost facilitieK given for transit a]nng the coa~t · 
hut that was a nmtter which was altogether imle~ 
pendent of the question whether they .should 
enter into the mail contract or not. If the A.S.K. 
Company chose to establish differential mtes 
which would hnve the effect stttted by hi,; hon. 
colleague, nothing which they might clo with 
regard to such a contract as that un<ler discus
sion would alter the determination of the com
pany in that respect. The only way to meet 
them was by setting up a rival company to meet 
their local purposes. The formation of such a 
company had been long contemplated, and pro
bably the discus,ion on the mail contract woulrl 
be the means of drawing attention to the necessity 
for it. He did not oay that in any spirit of 
hostility to the A.S.N. Company; but it was 
quite clear that if a comparatively fmeign com
pnny established differential rates which affected 
Brisbane-he was not quite sure that the com
pany had done so-there was a case for setting 
up loc>1l competition against them. \Vith regard 
to the great general question, he must say he 
was very glad to notice the manner in which the 
l'remier had referred to it. The hon. gentle
man seemed to him to have made rather an ad 
mise?'ico,.diwn appeal to the Opposition to al
low it to pass. The hon. gentleman pointed 
out matters which had not been discussed 
which might induce the Opposition to recon
sider the decision which they had arrived 
at. He did not suppme that much could 
now be said on the merits or demerits of 
the proposed contract, as it had been so fully 
discussed .on both sides ; hut he thought it was 
hardly bn· for the Premier to throw the re
sponsibility of the present situation on the 
Opposition. He dicl not accept that, and he 
would show them why. The mgument of the 
hon. gentleman was, that because the Opposition 
had treated the contract as they had done, all 
future contracts would be discouraged and 
damaged ;·-a Pren1ier or a l\Iinister might go 
home, or the Agent-General might be authorised 
to enter into negotiations for contracts, hut they 
would not have much chance of rLrranging 
them satisfactorily in consequence of the action 
of the present Opposition. That was the point 
which he wished to tackle, because the argument 
was not a bir one. Just let them look at the 
ch·cumstances under which the contract was 
brought about. 'rhe Premier was absent from 
the colony for over nine months, and under any 
circumstances he did not think the Premier 
ought to be out of the colony for such a length 
of time ;-the less the Premier was away the 
better. Things might happen in the youth of a 
colony to necessitate the absence of the leader of 
the Government, hut the practice was one which 
ought not to be continued. Premiers had gone 
home and had made bargains, but he had no
ticed that there was always some trouble after
wards. He was quite sure that they would not 
have had all this trouble if the Premier had 
stayed at home to look after the affairs of the 
colony. The Premier was the man who was re-

sponsihle for the good conduct of the affairs of 
the colony ; and they could he much better 
n1anaged in the colony than in J~ngland, no 
matter what pressure of circumstances there 
might be, financial or otherwise. He did not 
mean to say th:tt there were not circumstances 
which would necessitate the absence of the 
Premier. He was aware that before the carry
ing into effect of the great Act which resulted in 
the federation of the British possessions of North 
America-now the Dominion of Canada-it was 
not only necesc,ary for the Premier to go to 
l~nglancl, hut he wns :tccomlJanied hy seveml 
:Ministers, who hnd to have lengthened inter
views with Her Majesty's Ministers before the 
terrlils of the federation could be determined. Vor 
the accomplishment of such great acts as that it 
might be desirable that the leaders of Govern
ment should leave their countries. As the facili
ties for co1nn1unication bet\veen one country a1ul 
another were being increased, so the inconveni~ 
ence of a Pren1ier's absence n1ight he din1iuishetl; 
lmt unless it was for grave reasons of State he 
helrl that no Premier \V>LS justified in being absent 
from his country. for any lengthened period. 
However, after hemg absent for nine months, the 
J>remier returned, and Parliament was called to
gether after the longest recess yet known. \\7hen 
the House met on the Gth July hon. members 
were perfectly ignora,nt of the details of the pro
posed contmct, and when it was l:tirl on 
the tr~hle they learned for the first time 
that it must be ratified by the Gth August. That 
w,ts sharp work ;-as the hem. member (:Mr. 
'l'hompson) said, it was too much to expect 
them to at once tttke the leap without lookino· 
at it. The Premier knew well enough tlmt ~ 
high-coura,gcd horse rnust not Le rushed at a 
fence, as he would not take it; the horse likecl to 
have time to see what he had to clear before he 
jumped. In the same way he declined to be 
rushed, and they were certaiuly being rushed 
when they were told that the contract must he 
ratified .before the 6th August. Naturally it 
struck hrrrr, an cl no doubt the S>tme thing struck 
other hon. members, that it wns advisable, first of 
all, to henr something about the finnnces. The 
Premier said he could not give any explana
tion about the finances until the contract 
was pas8ed, and he went so far as to 
say that he was not going to he dictated to 
by a minority, as the most sacred principle of all 
was the right of the majority to govern. The 
hon. gentleman said tire majority would have 
effect given to their views. He agreed with the 
hon. gentleman that it was the right of the 
majority to g·overn, and they ought to assert that 
right. It was the right of the minority to make 
use of the forms of the House to exhaust the 
subject, and under the circumstances it was ex
ceedingly natural that they shoultl do so. The 
proposed contract was not subject to the whole
some restraint which an Act of Parli:tment 
secured: there were no distinct stages in connec
tion with it ; it coul<l not he re:td a first r~nd 
second time and then he discnssed in com
mittee; it could not be considered by the 
upper House, and it was not necessary that 
the highest estate of the realm should assent 
to it. By one vote they were asked to agree 
to a contract which would be binding· for eight 
years ancl which would involve a large expendi
ture of money. It had been considered a matter 
of surprise that they should spencl as much time 
over the contract as they did over an ordinary 
Act of Parliament. '!'here were many ordinary 
Bills over which they spent as much time as they 
had already spent over the proposed contract, 
and which did uot involve snch grave i;;sues as 
the single one which was involved in the con
tract. All things considered, the Premier ought 
not to cast the responsibility on the Opposi-
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tion. The responsibility ::tttached to the Pre
rnier for having rnade a. tirue bargain of the 
transaction. It was unbir to the Hmme to 
say that the contract must be authorisecl within 
a certain tin1e; it \VfLS an unnece::,sary way to 
put it. The contract \l·oulcl have been quite 
ar: effective if it had not cmne into opeL'otion 
for six or even twelve months hence. They 
could not be a,;ked to t"ke on tnLst all the 
:Preruier said ; they rnnRt have thue to con~ 
si<ler the rnatter, nncl it \\'aM in COlhJe1111ence 
of their !lot having hac] proper time allowed, 
nnd of the i~;-;11es not lJeing put in tbe onli
nary way, that the Op]H"ition had taken steps 
to exhmmt the resources which thev hacl at their 
clispc"al so as to secure clelay. He wonltl "'Y 
that they were thomug-hly jnstifiecl, uncler the 
circnlllHta.nce;'>{) in tal::ing ad vantage of the fonnx 
of the Honse; lmt he wishe<l it to lJe distiuctly 
llllllerstnod that he did not approve of the priu
ciple of govenuuent lJV ntinoritieH. Let the Pl'e
nlier uot ft1l' a. 111mu~nt BllPlHlSU tllat he wonld 
allow hirn to fasten ou to hiru the rm.ponsi1Jility 
of the sitmction. 

An Hoxot:JL\BLE }IE;rmm: You are fastening; 
it on to yourself. 

M1:. DO(; G LAS said he wn,,; not. He had no 
responsibilities except those tlmt the fonus of 
the House re"'rve<l to hilll. He should exlmust 
the snbject to the Lest of his ahility~he felt 
l1m1nd to do ~o; he ~honhl Le foregoing the 
trust reposed in him if he did uot do so. lt 
was ab:;.;nrd. for the J)reruier :1nd hon. g-entle
men oppo,;ite to snppose thnt they hac! not 
the power to override the Opposition if they 
chose; 111H[nestion:cllly thry hac!. He must beg 
tn. di~Pl: f;;ou;, the l\l ini:-~ter f<!r \Yol'l.::-;, who 
sai<l l\ o.' 1 he 'nty Wtl.H plan1 and open to 
them. The GovernuH:>nt conltl not excnse thmn
sel Vl'S on the grmmd that they had not the 
power if they clw:c:e to exerch.;e it. f-;ornething 
had beeu so,icl by the l'rcmier of the exercise of 
the "iron hmHl" which ·was lookell on aH r:;nch ~l.n 
a,troeiontl vieee of tyra.llllV. The Prenliel' had 
asHerted that he wa.:-;' not g.ning to :·mlmiit to the 
despotism of the mimn·ity, ancl he wa,.; qnite 
right. He should not snlnnit to the despotism of 
the miuority. The Premier spoke of the 

"D1~~potism of a minority, whirh "\Yas t.he most ohjec
tionnl:lle of all desllOti~·lllS. and. which he "·onld ne\'er 
be the means of cstalJlislling as a precedent in the 
1-Ionsc.'' 

He was not sure th>tt the Premier was not now 
acting in the right \Vay to establish such a, pre
cedent : it was more than prol.mble that he wonlcl 
do w. It had been saicl th:1t Sir .Tames }LcCul
loch resorted to a desperate remedy when he !me! 
the Standing Orders suspencled. That was not a 
despernte but a very legitimate remedy, ono which 
the hon. gentlemen opposite would be perfectly 
justified in adopting if they thonght the question 
under discussion required it. Sir Jam es }'lcCulloch 
was not a very popular mau when he put in 
force what was somewhat opprobriously called the 
"iron hand." The unpopularity of Sir J ames 
]\{cCulloch at that time :1rose from an entirely<lif
ferent cause. It was not because he exercisecl what 
were the undou btecl rights of "majority that he be
came nnpopular. Those very rights had been exer
cised in South Australia for numy years; they ex
isted there now and in other legislatures~ in the 
American and .French legiobtures ; and if the 
usages of the forms of the House were :1busecl, 
no doubt every legiolature hnd the right to 
pnt such expedientR in force. lt was not 
only a right, but it was quite the legiti
mate course of action - he himself h::tci no 
squeamishneos on the point. He was there 
simply becanse he had the power to obhtrnct, nnd 
make use of the forms of the House as they 
existed, if he considere<l it was necessary 
and deemetl the case suflicientl.y urgent to do so, 

They might be set aside by suspending the St::tnd
ing Orders, mHl it was perfectly competent to do 
so; ancl it must be, if the Government did not 
110\\-che>tlse t<l t·xercise their po\vers and rig-hts, that 
thev clitluot consicler the contract was of sufficient 
im]~ortance to justify them in taking that course. 
If it""" of sufficient importance they clearly had 
the right am! power to do as he lmd pointed out. 
The consec1uences probably would now be that a 
bad prececleJJt \HJU!cl be set, and, as it had been 
justh' enough poiuted out, that there might be 
a difficulty in dealing; with future contmcts in 
conseqnence of the hon. gentlen1a.n's own lnb
mauagement. The Premier had asked the 
House tu look at the nmtter too rapidly; they 
had not had time to sec all the details, and when 
they \\'ere 1Jrought to this point the hon. gentle
man was in all probability going- to let the time 
expire a.11d }Jrevent the contract being carried 
<mt. 'l'!Jey were told, first, that the time woul<l 
expire on the Gth of August, and then upon the 
lith of 1-ieptemhcr, and probably the Premier 
now thon~·ht it more expedient to throw the 
respmh'ibility upon the Opposition than to 
accept it himself. If the contract was of suffi
cient in1portance to 1nake it a Govern1nent ques
tion >tlld rally his followers to carry it~if it 
was of sufficient importance to prompt him to 
say that the Government would ne;•er submit to 
a system of despotism and tyranny~it was of 
sufficient irnportance to \Vf1rrant hirn in setting 
aside the Stauding Orders to give effect to it. 

The COLONIAL SJWJU:TARY said that 
the hem. gcntkman at the head of the Op
p<h>ition lmd made his speech pretty much in 
his usmtl st.yle~nmnely, as a lawyer, and not as 
a politician or meml1er of Parliament. He 
began by cm·J ling at narnes, and that was the 
regular lawyer\; trick. I-Lis hon. friend, the 
Prmnier, in speaking of the contract ruade by a. 
number of J"ng·lish capitalists, spoke of them as 
the British-India Company, and the hon. gen
tleman (}fr. Griffith) knew as well as he dicl 
that the l'rernier had used this term over 
and over again aK a rnatter of convenience 
during the debate. His hon. friend had ex. 
plainecl to the House that the gentlemen 
who signed the coutract with him were ::tll 
either members of the British-India Com
plmy or the Ketherlands Company; and tn 
mup, therefore, at the use of the description thns 
used by the Premier was only of a piece with the 
hon. member's conduct through the entire p1·o
cee1lingH. It was done merely for carping's sake, 
for the leader of the Oppo><ition knew as well as 
he di<l what the Premier meant. Then the hem. 
gentleman said it W<ts very strange that lHr. 
JVIackinnon clid not telegraph, since that gentle
man's was the first name among those who 
signed the contmct : but the hor1. gentleman 
knew very well that Gray, Dmves, and Comp::tny 
were the agents of this gentlemm1, that they lu;d 
appem·ed all through the discussions on the mail 
contmct in that capacity, and that they so ap
peared in the contract itself. The exception 
taken by the hon. gentleman might there
fore be clearly called carpiug, and the hon. 
gentleman must be perfectly well aware that 
his carping had no weight, either with him
self or the Committee. Then came the insinua
tion-for no donbt it w~1s a.n insinuation, antl 
one which h::td a very bac]meaning~as to the ex
traorclinary coincidence of the arrival of the tele
gram yest~nlay. He (Mr. Palmer) could not see 
any extraordiwuy coinciclence at all about it. 
He wondered the hon. gentleman did not use the 
bnguage of the hon. gentleman behind him, and 
call it a fortuitous concatcnation of circum
sta..nce.i. 

l\Ir. DOUGLAS: I never made use of the 
expres.·>ion. 
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The COLO~IAL SECHETAllY sn,id the 
hon. gentlernan did rna,ke use of the expreF>sion 
not many yea,rs ago, and he coul<l show him the 
passa,ge. However, there \Vl1H no fortuitous 
concatenation of circurnstttnceB, :-ts far as he 
could see, about the n,rri val of this telegmm. 
1\{o:-~t buHiness n1en would think it waR an ex
tremely probable thing that gentlemen who had 
put their narnes to a contract of this rnagnitude 
would he ::tnxious to know \Vhat vvas ;.4'0ing on, 
and tu telegraph what they themselves were 
doing, especially, as the telegrmn stated, when 
the price of iron was rising, and there '\\"lml(l be a 
very probable increase in the cost of shipbuilding-. 
He could not, therefore, understn,nd what the 
hon. gentlemn,n meant, unlP,s he meant to utter 
an insimmtion to the effect thn,t some nndue 
means had been taken to induce these gentle" 
men at home to telegraph to t.\neensbncl at this 
particular time. He (J\!Ir. l'ahner) could assure 
the Committee that no means whatever had been 
taken. All these telegrams came throug·h hi.s 
hancls at the Colonial Secretary's office, and he 
could endorse the Premier's assertion that no 
telegrams had been sent to these gentlemen by 
the Government since the bst was laid upon the 
table of the House. 

Mr. GRIFl<'ITH: Kor by anybody on behalf 
of the Government? 

The COLONIAL SECIU:TARY said, here 
was another of the hon. gentlenw.n 's insinua
tions. He now insinuated that someone in the 
confidence of the Government might have tele
graphed; and he (Mr. Palmer) could settle that 
by at once informing the Committee that no 
such communication ha<l taken place. The 
leader of the Opposition then went on to express 
hi:; opinion that the cost of mail:; would not be 
materially increased even in the event of this 
contract not being entered into, and in doing RO 

he took a very narrow view of the subject. Tt 
was only consistent with everything they saw in 
the course of their experience in the world that 
when the neig·hbouring colonies found that the 
colony of Queensland had given up its own 
service, and was entirely in their hands, they 
would raise their terms for the cnnvevance of the 
Queensland mails. Not only wonlcl they mise 
the price of their assistance to this c0lony, but 
the latter would be entil'ely dependent upon any 
arrangeinent they chose to 1nake, and upon a 
1nail stean1 service of some sort bringing the mails 
up from Sydney to Brisbane a.ncl the northern 
ports. The hon. gentleman then went on to 
state that whether the steamers left s,,clney 
on a particular Llay or not was a nmtter of 
very little consequence, and simply a matter 
of arrangement for the Queenslanrl nucils ; but 
it was properly pointed out by the Premier 
that if the steamers did not arrive in Brisbane 
to snit the mails leaving on Saturday, it would 
throw out of gear not only >ell the arrangements 
for the northern ports, but for the entire postal 
service of the interior. It was not only that, 
but the company with which they were now con
cerned not only refused-as he understoocl-to 
alter the clays of sailing of their steamers, but 
positively refused to wait for the mail steamer 
until she came in ; so that a delay of an hour or 
two in the arrival of the mail at Sydney would 
necessitate the detention of the Queensland 
mails in the other colony for a week. The hon. 
gentleman, however, took very good care not to 
allude to that. The tenour of his argument, if 
argument it might be called-if it me1cnt any
thing, however-was that if Queenslantllmcl no 
mail service of her own, and was entirely depen
dent upon the neighbouring colonies, a:qd could 
not reciprocate with them in giving them the 
advantage of her service, it was only to be anti
cipated from the past, that they would make 

their own arrangements, and that Queensland 
would derive no corre~pon<1ing benefit sirnilar to 
that she lmll enjoyed during the l:t:;t seven years. 
Re looked upon it n> " Yery deplomble thing 
indeed for this colony if thi!-i n1a,il service VYa8 
thrown out, after all the trouble taken lJy the Pre
rn~er, not on hir:; own in::c;tanc+\ as wa13 represented 
by the meml>er for Brisbane, but at the re<1uest 
of his collea.gue~. It 'vas hy the positive in!-itrnc
tions of the C ovemor hi Council that the Pre
mier called for ten<lers for the service; and, with 
:·mch iu::-;trnctiont:J ;.;taring hirn in the face, it \YaH 

nlon:-:;tronH in the hon. gentlen1~tn oppm;ite to HfLY 
that it wa,~ the t-dngle netion of one J\1ini~ter in 
England which ha(l brought alJout the nutil con
tr>ect. The Premier was acting upon the instruc
tions of the Governor in Council and on the 
advice of the Clovernment, and he (:\Ir. Palmer) 
believed, from the comumnication he had lmd 
with the best authorities since, that the mercan
tile world at home was astonished nt the very 
low price at which his hon. friend was enablecl to 
settle the contract. The le11der of the Opposi
tion had ,-.:..:tid that in his opinion Premiers ought 
not to g-o to Englanrl, and that their proper 
place was in the colony where their official 
lmsiness lay. \Vhen the hon. gentleman at 
the hettd of the Government informed the 
House last year tha,t he 11vas going to I~ng
land, the leacler of the Opposition, if he ob
jected to it, shoulcl haYe chosen that, which 
was the legithnate opportunity, for stating 
his objection:;. But what did he cx'ty? He 
said-

'' I have no ohje~t ion to offer to the pr jccted vi~it of 
the Premier to J•;nropc. a::: I believe ii i~ very usefnl on 
manv occa~ion.':'i thHt the head ot' the Government of a. 
colml.\r like this shonld vh·at Jo;nropc in that lJO.sition. I 
simply rh-:e to a::.~k a t1Uf·~tion "'ivith re~ard to a matter of 
:;;omc itltPre'-'t-\fho will act as locum tenPns at the 
rrreasnry dnring the nh~cncc ot' the Premier~" 

That was what the hon. gentleman sai<l at the 
time when he ought to have objected. Bnt now 
he appeared to give a very different opinion 
npon the subject of a Premier le:wing his colony. 
\Vhich wa:; to be taken aR hi.o real opinion? 

Mr. GlUFFITH: I have had good advice 
since then. 

'The COI,O~L\L SECRWr AEY sn,i,l it would 
be interesting to know where the advice en,n1e 
from. Had he received it as the hou. member 
for Northern Downs did, from some Prince of 
the Blood; or ha<l it come from Glad.,tonc or 
Lord Beaconsfield '? 

Mr. DOUGLAS: The member for llosewood. 
The COLOKIAL SECllETAEY Hnid the 

htm. gentleman, however, renw1·ked th:tt it was 
extraordinary that a communication should he 
received tlutt this con1pany were building nine
knot steamers when the P. and 0. Comptmy were 
building fifteen-knot stetcmers. But where dicl 
th::tt infonnation con1e frorn, tts there v.·as not one 
worcl of it in the telegmm which had been sent 
to the Premier? It was possible that the P. and 
0. Company were building fifteen-knot steamers 
whilst they intencled to run only nine-knots, 
aR it was not the expense of the engines or 
the w<·ar and tear of them that made the in
crease of sveed such an ilnportant iten1 in a .. 
mail service, but it was the consumption of 
coal. It was true economy to build ships 
that would go at great speed if required, or 
at a slower :;peed if that was necessary. "Whilst 
all the boats now built were built to go at a 
fast speed, it was not because they were in
tended always to go at that speed, but in order 
that they should beabletogo, incase of emergency, 
nearly twice as fast as its contract time, or four
teen knots. The hon. gentleman also snid that 
in order to carry out the contract it was the duty 
of the Premier, instead of making arrangements 
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:tt home, to h:tve induced c:tpit:tlists to m:tke it 
their business to come here and confer with him ; 
but wh:tt an absurd thing that was. J;':tncy a 
company of English capitalists coming to this 
colony, or to :tny of the colonies, with such an 
intention. The thing w:ts absurd! 'l'hen the 
hon. gentleman quoted some figures to show that 
the through freight from London to Brisbane 
w:ts only 70s., but he did not favour the Com
mittee with the :tuthority he had for stating that 
goods hml been brought out at 70s. through 
freil;(ht by the P. and 0. Company. \Vhat was 
the hon. member's authority? 

::\Ir. GRIJ;'J;'ITH: 'l'he merch:tnts of Bris
bane. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he 
should like to know who were the merchants of 
B1:isbane referred to l~y the hon. member; they 
nnght be merchant tmlors for all he (J\Ir. Palmer) 
knew. He had never seen anything to that 
effect. Had the Chamber of Commerce spoken 
on the subject? He believed they had not, and 
he certainly was not going to take the opinion of 
two or three small traders. The Government 
might attach ROme importance to the opinion of 
the Chmnber of Commerce, but they had not heard 
from them that the trade and commerce of the 
colony would be ruined by this service; if the 
Chamber of Commerce tliought so they would 
very soon have told the Government-of that he 
w~s quite certain. Hon. members opposite 
nught talk as much tts they liked about subsirliz
ing· this merchant service, as the hon. member 
for North Brisbttne called it, but it wtts not 
subsidizing a merchant service-it \vas nothino· 
of the so~t; it vvas subsidizing a rnail servic~ 
which in all respects was most peculiarly adapted 
to the circumstances of the colony. But the 
qne,;tion, after all, at the present time was 
not so much that of a mail service as whether 
a minority should rule the country. They had 
heard that ttfternoon n lot of claptrap from the 
hun. member for JV[aryborough {1fr. Douglas), 
who had suggested how the Government might 
do certain things by putting on the "iron hand." 
There was an old saying that "the greater 
the radical the g1·eater the tyrant," and cer
tainly, from what they had heard from the 
hon. member, they must conclude that he would 
adopt the tyrannical course if he had the power; 
lm~ .surely the hon. member must allow the 
l\Inusters of the day to be the best judges 
of. their own conduct. It might no doubt 
smt the hon. member very well if he could, by 
adopting the style of argument he had made use 
of, induce the Government to follow a course 
which, if the Opposition pursued their policy of 
obstruction, might be forced upon them; but 
which he-and he believed every member of the 
l\Iinistry would agree with him-did not wish to 
see adopted in this colony. With regttrd to what 
the hon. member (Mr. Douglas) had termed the 
ad misericonlimn appeal of the Premier to 
abandon the contract, he had not heard ttnY
thing that would justify the assertion. He (tile 
Colonial Secretary) would repeat what he had 
said over and over again-that he believed 
the throwing· out of the contract would be pro
ductive of the most serious injury to the colony; 
and he would repeat-and it could not be too 
often repeated-that the action now being-\taken 
by the minority of that Committee would have 
the effect of blocking any ~tttempts-not only of 
the present Ministry, but of any future Govern
ment-to make arrangements with c:tpitalists at 
home on behalf of the colony. \Vhen once it 
hecame known that the Premier of this colony 
went home, and after spending IlH>nths of lal)()Ur, 
made-acting on the advice of the :Executive
what he considered an advantageous arrange
ment with c:tpitalists, and that on his return to 
the colony, notwithstanding his Government had 

a lttrge majority, was, owing to the obstruction 
of a small minority, unable to carry out his 
agreement with those capitalists-whenever 
that became known it would httve the effect of 
preventing capitalists in future from entering 
into any arrangement which was subject to the 
confirmation of Parliament. The only thing 
would be for the Government to be authorised 
by the House to enter into a contract within 
certain limits, as had been done in the case of 
the contract with the K and A. Company. He 
maintained, however, in the present case that, 
the Premier having been authorised by the 
Executive to enter into the best arrangements he 
could, the contract made by him should in all 
justice be ratified, especially when the majority 
of the House had agreed to it. Hon. members 
opposite shoultl remember that although five or 
six members might band themselves together 
and put a stop to all legislati ~n at the present 
time, they themselves might suffer from the same 
sort of thing. They might count too much on the 
honour and honesty of hon. members now sitting 
on his (Mr. Palmer's) side of the Committee; but 
it would be a very sore subject to look back 
upon, if the Government and their supporters 
found that, by the persi:;tent opposition of a 
wmll minority of the House, legislation which 
they believed to be very much for the benefit of 
the colony was blocked by a few men banding 
together and saying, "\V e will not allow this
we will block it." The hon. member for :Mary
borough said that the whole responsibility of the 
rejection of the contract would rest upon the 
Government; but he (Mr. Palmer) denied that 
such was the case. He believed, on the con
trary, that in less than six months from now the 
united voice of the country would be very much 
against the Opposition for the part they had 
taken in the matter. Strange to say, the 
contract was every week growing more and 
more in favour with the whole colony, and 
with Brisbane in particular ; and he was equally 
sure that the Opposition would feel the result of 
their obstruction in a manner they dirl not expect. 
The leader of the Opposition had referred to the 
absence of the Premier from the colony having 
caused unnecessary delay in the meeting of 
Parliament ; yet, although they had been now 
sitting eight 'veeks, nothing had been done 
owing to the obstruction of hem. members op
posite. If they had met three months earlier 
the Opposition might have adopted the same 
tactics, and business would not have been any 
more forward. There was no doubt that they 
might have done the whole business of the 
ses~ion by this time if hon. members had gone 
into it with a will. Hon. members opposite had 
referred to what had h:tppened in other colonies 
in support of the course they were now adopting, 
hut he believed that there was no case on record 
in which the opposition had been carried out in 
such a manner as in the present instance ; and 
as a last word he would remind hLm. members 
opposite that those who sow the wind must ex
pect to reap the whirlwind. 

Mr. DICKSON said they hac! heard two long 
speeches from the Government on the question 
that afternoon, both of which went in this direc
tion, that if the present contract was not mtifiecl 
the colony would be entirely at the mercy of 
New South \Va,Jes and Victoria. He, how
ever, maintained that there was no necessity 
for the Committee to look at the matter in that 
light, but primarily to consider whether the pro
posed contract would be beneficial to the colony. 
He contendecl that the meml,ers of the Ministry 
who had spoken had not shown even a desire to 
try and do ttway with the obvious disadvantag-es 
of this mail contract so frequently referred to in 
the course of the debate. He could not under
stand the feeling of soreness displayed by the 
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Colonial Secretary regarding telegrams which 
might have been forwarded by the Government 
to the contractors or received by the Govern
ment from the contractms. He shoul<l rather 
lmve hoped that the Govcmment had telegraphed 
extensively-that they hat! av>ciled themselve•; of 
the opportunity they had ha.d of submitting to 
the contractors some rnodifit,ations of their pre
sent proposals. The Government themselves 
had not attempted to defend the contract in its 
entirety, :tmllmtl not repl:ed at ttll to the very 
forcihle objections raised as to the one-sided 
character of it. If they were desirons to secure 
for the conntry a really good S8l'Vice, it was their 
duty, seeing the numerous obj ection.s which had 
been raised to the contract, to have conin1uni
ctttecl with the contractors with a view to getting 
those objections re1novc1l, or, at any rate, 
presenter! in a more acceptable form. He 
should have been glad if the Premier had 
been able to inform them that, in addition to the 
telegmm he had recei ve<l concerning the neces
sity of at once accepting the contract in order to 
enahle vessels to 1Je built to ce~rry out the service, 
he had receiver! a reply to" proposition of his 
agreeing to a limittttion of the service to a shorter 
period tha,n eight yea,rs, a,nd rnaking it 1norc 
a<lapted to present demo,nds in the shape of 
increased spcetl. He clitl not ttt all accept the 
opinion exJH'essed by the Coloni~l Secretary that 
there was a strong revulsion of feeling in fa Your 
of this contract. He only wL,;hed tlmt he could 
conHeicntionsly believe that such wa,s the case ; 
hut the more frecpwntly he went through the 
contnwt, and the more frequently he discussed it 
with In en uwviug in connnercia.l circles coinpe
tcnt to judge, the more fnlly was it denounced 
by them in its pre"ent form. Although they 
desired tlmt there shoultl !Je '" Queensbud senice 
commcnsm·ate with the importance and suitable 
to the reC[uirements of the colony in the shape 
of speed and other matters of detail-he g-ave 
way to no one in the clcsire to see this-still, in 
its present form, the contract was as strongly 
denotmcecl as it was when first submitted to 
p,wliament. 

An Hoxot:RABLE 1\IE~IBEI\: Ko. 

Mr. DICKSON said he only wished he was of 
the snme belief as the hon. member, but he 
denied that there was revulsion of feeling in 
fayom· of the contract. He would aok what had 
the fiovernment done during the time the con
tmct ha<l been under consideration to render it 
more acceptable to the country than it was at 
first? They had endeavoured in no way to 
remove the objection to it; in fact, the House 
was called upon to ratif,Y the contract, and for 
all the impre"'ion they had been able to make on 
it, or were likely to he able to make upon it, 
they might as ,,, ell not h;we been asked to ratify 
it at ttll. It was mere itlle form to ask the ratifi
cation of a contmct when its most essential 
cletails were not allowed to he modified in e~ny 
respect. He hoped that the Government would 
be fully impressed with the importnnce of the 
present position. He C[Uite admitted that it was 
not an edifying- spectncle to see a minority 
in the House impede legislation or the conduct 
of public lmsiness, and he was sure that every 
member on the Opposition side was fully im
pressed with the responsibilities of the posi
tion; but, at the same time, he maintained 
that all good government must he n system of 
compromise, and that it was the duty of the 
Government, when serious and vnlid objections 
were made to the contract, to have submitted 
certain modifications which would have hall the 
effect of removing these olJjectiuns, or, at any 
mte, limiting the period of its duration. It 
had been represented by people ont of doors 
that they did not believe that the Govern-

ment were in earnest in their intention to 
force upon the country this contract in its pre
sent form. They contended that the Govern
ment were open to modification, and that they in
tended that such modification would be moved 
on the Government side of the House. He would 
be glad to see that such belief was correct, and 
he was sure that the Opposition would be pleased 
to withdraw their opposition to the Government 
measure if they could honourably do so by a 
modification of the contract being submitted to 
the House by the Government themselves. The 
Opposition had been taunted by the Colonial 
Secretary with delaying public business-that 
the House had been !nearly two months in ses
sion and had done little or nothing ; but the 
real fttct of the case was that the delay in the 
conduct of business had been through the mis
management of the Government-of the Premier 
himself. Had the Premier clone as he ought to 
have clone-seeing that they ha<l entered upon 
the new financial year when the House met
submitted his :Financial Statement at once, tttbled 
the contract, and allowed the debate to proceed 
upon it, he might then have taken into considera
tion the objections urged against it, and endert
voured to get the contractors to agree to necessary 
mn,lifications ;-had he done that they woulrlnow, 
possibly, be a long way through the Estimates, 
and have proceeded a good deal further with the 
legislation of the session. It was not yet too late 
to adopt that prudent course; and he would advise 
the Premier, if he wished the contract to he 
ratified, to proceed with other business on the 
1mper, and in the meantime communicate by 
wire with the contractors ttnd see what morli
fication of the terms could he obtained. He 
contended it was essential that there should 
be an increased rate of speed- that it should 
not be less than a ten or eleven knot service 
-and that the terms of the contract should 
1Je limited to five or six years. The Govern
ment had not shown the slightest desire to at
tempt to obtttin a modifimttion, and hence the 
position that had been taken up by the Opposi
tion wrts one they were quite justified in main
taining. They had been told that the action of 
the Opposition to-day might he the action of a 
future Opposition, and that government J,y 
majorities in that House would be practically 
impossible. The position of affairs was not, as 
he had said before, an edifying spectacle ; hut it 
had been forced upon the Opposition by the 
Government. If the Opposition exhibited a bad 
example, much worse had been exhibited by the 
Government themselves in not endPavouring to 
meet the reasonable objections which had been 
raised against this contract, which he contended 
the Premier might hrwe clone by placing himself 
in full communication with the contractors and 
explaining to them that in its present shape the 
contmct was not likely to be assented to, but 
that certain modifications wonld ensure its pass
ing through the House. That was what any 
prudent man of business who had a large trans
action of his own to accomplish would doubtless 
have done, and if he failed he would have 
the ~atisfaction of knowing that he had done 
e~ll that he could do in his own interests, and 
having done so he might he released of the re
sponsibility of attempting to press it further. 
He die! not intend to dwell upon the fact of the 
Premier's visit home, but he could not allow the 
observation of the Colonial Secretary on that 
point to pass without comment. When the hon. 
member for North Brisbane (:\fr. Griffith) made 
the speech bst session respecting the Premier's 
intended visit home, which the Colonial Secre
tary had just read, he (Mr. Griffith), in common 
with other members of the House, doubtless be
lieved that the Premier's visit home would have 
been productive of far more substantial benefits 
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to the colony than it had been. He would ask 
hon. members if this mail contnct was a matter 
for congratulation, or one in which the Premier 
could pride himself as having displayed that 
business acurnen vvhich. any 1nan carrying on 
a large business should exercise? It was not 
such a contract as any nutn having rc"garcl to 
his own interests woulrl willingly enter into. 
·while he was free to admit that he regarded 
the Premier as an able man, yet he con
tended that this contract in the form in which 
it had been submitted to the country did not 
justify that belief in his ability which other
wise he (Mr. Dickson) would feel, and it cer
tainly was not the s»tisfactory outcome they 
expected from the visit of the hon. gentlemm1 
to the mother-country. He should be sorry to 
think tlmt any :Minister of the Crown should go 
horne and enter into a sin1ilar one-sided bargain 
with the capit>tlists of the mother-cuuntry for 
the construction of the transcontinental rail
way ; and, whatever his views might be with 
regard to the construction of railw»ys out of the 
territorial estate, if the scheme of the Govern
ment as to the transcontinental mil way was of 
the same one-siderl character as the m>til con
tract, >ts long >ts he had the honour of a seat in 
that House he should give it his most uncompro
mising opposition-unless it could be shown that 
it w>ts based upon much more equitable principles 
than were embodied in the contract under discus
sion. He did not intend to travel over the old 
ground. He repeated, th>tt he should be gl>tcl 
to see a mail service est>tblisherl suitable to 
the requirements of the country, but th>tt the con
tmct before them was one that did not recom
mend itself to their acceptance, >tnd one that he 
believed the Premier would be able to get a 
m<Hlification of had he attempted to do so. 
The hon. members who had spoken that evening 
had given a kind of negative adhesion to the 
contract by representing the position they would 
be in if they had to be dependent upon New 
South \V ales for their m»il service ; but th>tt was 
not a correct >tspect of the case. '1'11ey had not 
on that side of the House expressed any desire 
to be beholden to the P. and 0. Company or the 
San Francisco line, but had expressed a doubt as 
to whether the contract W>ts not capable of being 
improved upon. It had been pointed out by his 
hon. friend, the leader of the Opposition, that 
it w>ts unwise to sanction the employment of 
vessels merely to run a nine-knot service for 
eight years, while the P. and 0., the Orient, 
and other lines were building vesssls capable 
of running >tt the mte of fifteen knots. It 
was remarked by the Colonial Secret»ry that, 
notwithstanding the fact that it was only in
tended to run at nine knots, there was nothing 
to prevent the vessels being built so as to accom
plish fifteen knots, the contention being that it 
would be cheaper for a company possessing 
boats to run them >tt nine knots than at the 
higher rate of eleven, twelve, or fifteen knots. 
As far »s the interests of the company were con
cerned that might be correct, but they had 
primarily to consider the requirements, not of 
the company, but of the colony, >tnd whether 
the proposed contract was good for them at 
present, and would be suitable for them until 
the eight years of the contmct lapsed. He 
had no doubt that the gentlemen whose 
names were mentioned in connection with the 
contract were quite >tble to look after their 
own interests, >tncl those of »ny company they 
formed themselves into ; but the duty of the 
legislature w>ts to consider the inte1 ests of the 
country, not the interests of " company, and 
whether they were justified in committing them
selves to such a contract. The contmct was 
entirely one-sided, >tnd on that side of the House 
their objections were to the speed, to the duration 

of the contract, >tnd to the optional chamcter 
of the agreement for the carrying of immi
grants. There were other nmtters th>tt might be 
very s>ttisf>tctorily improved, anrl he very much 
regretted th»t the time which had elapsed since 
the question came on for discussion had not been 
occupie<l by »n endeayour to obtain from the 
contractors some modifications that might h>tve 
been for the interests of the country. 'l'he tele
gmm that appeared in the Covrier on S>ttunlay 
last was " very significant one. It was repre
sented to come from JV[essrs. Gray, Dawes, and 
Co., >tncl to the following effect :-

" vre ha Ye contracted for new steamer~. subject to 
the confirmation of the )Iuil Contract. l'riccs rising. 
Builders require immediate deci:;ion. Arc 've safe in 
contracting·? Please reply." 

\Vhen he read that, he must confess, he smiled 
>tt it. The British-Incli:1 Company were known 
to possess one of the large>;t fleets in the world
perhaps larger than the Cunard or the P. and 0. 
Company ; and, if they were going to carry out 
the contract, he dirl not see why they should be 
in such " hurry merely to build a few vessels to 
put on the Queensland line. They could despatch 
the required number without the necessity of 
building specially. The Premier, when he entered 
into large oper:1tions, seemed surroun<led with 
importunities to get them accepted immediately, 
>tml this only excit-ed "smile in men :1cqlminted 
with commercial proceedings. These representa
tions appeared to be made to cmJSe more precipi
tancy th>tn would otherwise be used, and with 
the view to impress upon the public at brge 
what an excellent opportunity would be missed 
should »ny delay »rise in the mtification of the 
contmct. He considererl th>tt it W>ts " very 
reason>tble request on the part of the leader of 
the Opposition to know wh>tt reply w:1s sent to 
that telegram about rising prices >tnd the pos
sible increased cost of building steamers. He 
would like to know whether the Premier had 
advised them in reply, as he had :1nnounced 
in :1 former telegram, that no further busi
ness would be done in the House until the 
contract had been mtified ? If the hon. gen
tleman wished to have the contmct ratified, 
>ts he lmd repeatedly stated, the course was 
quite clear to do so, >tnd tlmt was by obtain
ing a modific>ttion of it. The thing was too 
good for the contractors to let it slip ; and, 
with a slight modification as to time and other 
conditions, they might secure it. As to the 
opinions of the merchants of Brisbane on the 
subject, if those opinions were in favour of the 
contract he did not think they would be re
garded by the Opposition as coming from gentle
Inen who were not con1petent to pronounce an 
opinion on the matter; although the same fayom·
able reception would not, perhaps, be >tccordecl to 
them by the Government if their verdict was 
»gainst it. It was satisfactory to learn that it 
was intended tiD hold a meeting of the merc>tntile 
community >tt »n early c\>tte, in order to give 
expre8sion to their feelings on the subject. He 
would again state that, seeing the large amount 
of business on the paper-no less than twenty 
separate rneztsures, many of which were no doubt 
of considerable import»nce, and should be passed 
into l>tw with all reasonable expedition-it ought 
to be gone on with while the contract was allowed 
to remain in abeyance for modific>ttion by the 
contractors in some of its most im!Jortant 
details. ·while the Opposition accepted the 
responsibility of declining to ratify the me>tsure 
for re>tsons which their leader had so fully and 
explicitly set forth, the Government might set 
>tn example of moderation, and enable the Oppo
sition to show that their supervision and vigi
lance in the mat.ter w»s not without fruit. 
\Vh>tt was the use of criticising the contract if 
their criticisms were to be objected to in toto, 
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especially that they were not to be met and dis
pelled in fair and open argument? It could not 
be challenged that the weight of argument 
rested with the Opposition, whose objections, 
which were admitted to be valid, had not 
been raised through any party spirit, but with the 
sole desire to secure a contract beneficial to the 
colony at large. There were hon. members on 
the other side who would be the first to support 
those objections if, unfortunately, the Premier 
had not injudiciously made it a party question. 
There was ample time for the contract to be 
brought up in a modified form, and he would 
repeat that, while he would desire to see the 
colony with a steam service of its own, he did 
not think it creditable to the Legislature to 
accept such a service as the one now under dis
cussion, either as to speed, duration of time, 
or the optional power of carrying immigrants. 
The Colonial Secretary had predicted that in 
six months' time the Opposition would be loaded 
with obloquy by the people of the colony for 
having declined to allow the contract to be 
ratified. He felt himself as fully justified in 
making a prediction, and his prediction was that 
in six months' time-whether they succeeded in 
getting the contract replaced by a better one or 
not-the Ministry themselves in their inner con
sciousness would be the first to admit that the 
Opposition had saved them from committing an 
act of the most egregious folly in burdening the 
country with an obligation which was them ore un
satisfactory the more it was examined. He hoped 
the Government would show their sense of the 
present position by proceeding with other and 
urgent business, and in which, no doubt, they 
woulcl receive hearty support from both sides of 
the House; and allow this matter to stand over 
until they had shown the contractors that there 
was no probability of its being ratified unless by 
resort to means of coercion. He trusted the 
Government would see the propriety of taking 
some such line of action ; for if both sides ad
hered to the letter of their views, it could only 
result in a suspension of business which they 
must all deplore. vVhatever responsibility was 
attached to the Opposition in resisting the con
tract as uncompromisingly put forth by the Gov
ernment-the whole contract and nothing but 
the contract-he gladly accepted his individual 
portion of it, both here and hereafter, and was 
prepared to answer to his constituents for any 
assistance he might be able to render his leader 
in rejecting a contract which in its present shape 
was most unsatisfactory, and, he believed, most 
prejudicial to the best interests of the country. 

Mr. Al'!IHURST said he had felt rather sur
prised at the speech of the hon. member (Mr. 
Dickson). The hon. member had told them 
that the contract was a one-sided one. In his 
(Mr. Amhurst's) opinion, it was anything but 
that. The Premier had obtained the best pos
sible terms for the colony, and it was well known 
amongst real commercial men that Brisbane and 
the North would never get such another chance 
as the contract afforded. vVith reference to 
speed, one clause in the contract stated that the 
company should use their utmost endeavours to 
carry the mails as quickly as it could he done 
by any other route. The contractors were not 
men of stmw, but men who could be thoroughly 
trusted, and the telegram received by the Premier 
showed that they were prepared to build boats 
specially for the trade. It did not follow that 
the service would be a nine-knot service all the 
way. The boats would run full speed to Singa
pore, and the P. and 0. Company would give 
them an eleven-knot service thence to Eng
land. It was well known that a vessel 
travelling fourteen or fifteen knots an hour 
burnt twice as much coal as a vessel steaming 
only eleven knots-and a vessel making an 
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average of nine knots must be capable of going 
twelve or thirteen knots on a pinch. The hon. 
member had talked a good deal about what he 
would like to do, and claimed to be the cham
pion of the North. He congratulated both that 
hon. gentleman and his leader on their champion
ship of l'!Iackay. There was a paper at Mackay 
called the Free Press, and he challenged the hon. 
gentleman (Mr. Griffith) to deny that he was a 
shareholder in it. He was very glad, however, 
that the paper had been started, for it was 
to the advantage of everybody that both sides 
of a question should he represented in the public 
Press. The hon. gentleman (Mr. Dickson) might 
call himself the champion of Mackay, and when 
he went up there as a Minister he made many 
promises, not one of which he fulfilled ; yet he 
would find himself mistaken if at the next elec
tion he would go up again to contest the consti
tuency with him (Mr. Amhurst). It was useless 
to talk about changing the contract when there 
were three parties to it-the Ministry, the Oppo
sition, and the original contractors. The contract 
was made subject to ratification by Parliament, 
but that meant the use of fair argument, not 
stonewalling. If the contract was not ratified 
by a certain time the Opposition would have 
gained a great victory-they would have de
prived the North of direct mail communication 
with England. Were they aware that the last 
mail by the Torres Straits route was the one 
starting on October 6th? If this contract was 
not ratified, how were the northern ports to com
municate with England? As to the accusation 
that the Premier had not displayed a concilia
tory spirit, that was a perversion of facts, for he 
could not have be~n more concilitatory, having 
given in to the views of the Opposition in 
making his Financial Statement, which he (Mr. 
Amhurst) fully believed in, and yet the Opposition 
now wanted further time. '!.'hey also wanted 
the Premier, with the majority at his back, 
to alter the contract-as if the contractors would 
stand it-and they had the gross impertinence 
to say they wanted further time to consider it. 
They said the weight of argument was on their 
side : that might he so, for there were few things 
heavier than stone walls and stony brains. Of 
all the Governments in Queensland since he had 
been a member of the House the present one 
most fairly represented theN orth and South, and 
because the Opposition saw a probability that 
other than Queen street interests would be looked 
after they opposed the Government with small
minded obstinacy. There was no argument 
which had not been used over and over again, 
no fact that had not been perverted a dozen 
times, and no statement made that would hold 
water. The hon. member for North Brisbane 
had tried hard to pervert facts, but he was now 
addressing intelligent people, and not a common 
jury such as the hon. member had been used to 
talk to. He (Mr. Amhurst) would do his best to 
assist in carrying the contract this week, as 
there was every reason to suppose that the con
tractors would not allow any further extension 
of time. He had been informed that the 
directors of the E. and A. Company had tele
graphed to say that no further steamer should 
leave Brisbane under the contract after the one 
leaving on the 6th October. If the Opposition 
allowed the North to be left without a mail 
service they should be made to know that with 
them would rest the entire responsibility. Their 
object had been to get place and pay and power. 
They could not go home and make such a con
tract. The Premier, in entering into the contract 
subject to the ratification of Parliament, did not 
arrogate anything to himself, as the Opposi
tion had tried to make out. Knowing the large 
majority he had in the House who countenanced 
his action, he was quite justified in taking the 
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course he did. There might also be many hon. 
members on the Opposition side who in their 
hearts approved of the contract. Hon. members 
had seen how one hon. member had been treated 
who drew back and dared to come over. The 
hon. member for Maryborough might gril! ; 
-he would dare to go anywhere if they paid 
him. 

Mr. DOUGLAS: I am not grinning. 
Mr. AMHURST said the hon. member for 

Em'~"era talked about the amount of business, 
but h~ was not aware that the hon. member had 
any particular knowledge of shipping business 
and maritime matters. The hon. member was 
not a shipper of goods, although he might be a 
great seller of goods. In his own way of business 
the hon. member might be a great man, but he 
objected to the hon. member arrogating to him
self a knowledge he did not possess. It might 
not matter much to the hrm. member whether 
the contract were concluded, but it mattered 
o-reatly to the colony generally, and that was 
';',hat the House had to do ,"vith. The hon. 
member stood up as the champion of Mackay, 
and complained that Mackay was not named as 
a place of call in the contract, but he forgot that 
there was such a clause as clause 10 in the 
contract. The Premier, he could ttssure the 
hon. member, was quite capable of taking· care 
of Mackay, and so was he (Mr. Amhurst). If 
the mail contract was passed the steamers wou!d 
be only too glad to come to i\J:ackay to ship 
sugar, and there would be no need of bolstering 
that port. Thanks to the House and to the 
sense of the Premier, money would be forth
coming to make a proper breakwater. The 
hon. member (Mr. Dickson) promised all sorts 
of things, but did nothing. Macl~ay had got a 
tangible thing now, and when the Imp~ovement 
was made steamers would have thirty feet 
of water at low tide to enable them to ship 
sugar-better shipping facilities than were pos
sessed by Brisbane. ~What was the use of 
spending £100,000 in cuttings, £150,000 in a dry
dock and votino- £150 000 more, if Brisbane was 
not to be the t~rminu's of the line? 'rhe Orient 
Company would never 2;llow thei:· stea~ners,. if 
they came up, to be repaired or pamted m Ens
bane. If this contract were accepted hundreds 
of people in South Brisbane would be enabled 
to earn good wao-es, and the whole town would 
go a-head. They would have a line constrncted 
to brin" coal and no place in Queensland would 
receive "more' benefit from the mail service. The 
district least benefited would be that which he 
represented, but Mackay was qu!te able to take 
care of its own interest and reqmred no bolster
ing. He presumed the Premier was not going 
to delay the whole business of the colony because 
the Opposition chose to stonewall a measure 
calculated to benefit the whole of the colony. 
Rather than allow the business of the country to 
be delayed, he, as one of the members of the 
North-which would greatly suffer-would say: 
Let the contract be given up, and let the. onus 
of its failure rest with the narrow-mmcled 
southerners who had no stake in the colony be
yond what they got by their wits. 

Mr. SIMPSON said he shoulrl not have spoken 
on the subject at all had it not been for some 
observations which fell from the leader of the 
Opposition last ~Wednesday, when the hon. 
gentleman criticised the members of the Govern
ment who he said, had spoken in fa your of this 
contract. 'He considered it \vas a very great 
piece of impertinence on the part of the hon. 
gentleman to allnde to hon. members in the way 
he did; and he took the opportunity to say so, 
although he was only a priYate member and the 
hon. gentleman was leader of the Opposition. 
The hon. gentleman said he (Mr. Simpson) had 

been one of those who supported this contract, 
and that he had spoken in favour of it. 

Mr. GHH'FITH: No; I did not say that. I 
enumerated all who were supposed to be sup
porters of it. 

Mr. SIMPSON said he should like to know 
how the hem. aentleman came to suppose him to 
be in favour of the contract? It was no business 
of the hon. gentleman to make such a statement. 
This was the first time he had spoken on the 
subject in the course of a debate which had ex
tended over some seven weeb. He was not 
now going to say one word. on the Inerits or 
demerits of the question, as 1t had been argued 
and argued until the thing was perfectly thread
bare. If the contract wns lost it would h:e ~ost 
entirely through the action o~ the Oppositwn, 
and there could not be the slightest doubt that 
they would be fully responsible for ~he co:me
quences. He did not know what the mtentimls 
of the Government might be when the Uth of 
September arrived; hut he hoped they would 
allow the contract to lapse, and throw the. '".'u" 
of responsibility entirely on the me m he~s sittmg
opposite. Seven weeks of valuable tune had 
already been wasted, a great many mea::mre~ of 
ur"ent importance were waiting to be dealt With, 
an~! he trusted, on that account a!<me, th:'t 
no more time would be spent after this week m 
discussing the matter. He was not present last 
week, and consequently had not he>er<l :"?at was 
then said ; but he thought the Oppoiutwn had 
made one very great mistake, and th.at they were 
beginning to find it out. The actiOn they had 
taken in stonewalling this contract was a huge 
mistake and one which would recoil upon them
selves. 'It seemed that they now wished to draw 
back a little, feeling afraid that the contract 
would fall throu"h. No doubt the h<m. memlJer 
for ~Iaryborough, in making his last suggeRtion, 
had done so at the instigation of the hon. 
gentleman sitting before him (i\fr. Griffith). 
The hon. gentleman was putting out a fee.ler 
for his leader, who would no douht hke 
to see the Premier use the iron-hand and carry 
the contract out. Then the Opposition would 
be able to flourish abont in the country as 
the opponents of the contract, while ~njoyi_ng a~! 
the benefits which would result from It. :B or lns 
own part, he considered there had bee_n too much 
obstruction already, and that the busmess of the 
country had been clelayt:;d iu a rr~m~t ontn~geons 
manner. Knowing the mconvemence whJCh he 
experienced-notwithstanding the facilities of 
rail way carriage-in attending the IT ou::;e, he could 
imacrine what it rnust be for hon. nieinberH 'vho 
resided at still greater distances from town ; 
whereas many of the hon. meml>ers who sa~ on 
the Opposition side lived in Brisbane and lp~\nch, 
and by attending in relays could clo so wrthout 
anv inconvenience to themselves. Generally, 
the Opposition side of the Hom;e presented " 
beggarly array of empty benches unt1l a~ter tea, 
when the hon. members who had done then· every
day work came into the House to anmsc them
se! ves. They did not strive to do the work of the 
country, and he hoped the reople wou.ld see how 
their interests were neglected. The mail contract, 
though a rnatter of ilnpnrtan<.:e, 'v.as a rne_re baga
telle in comparison with other thmgs wlnch were 
required to be done in the conntry. The amount 
of nwney required \Va_s not such a :Tery hnf!:e 
matter after all and If the sum winch wonltl 
have to be paid for 'carrying the mails if they 
went by another route were rlednctecl, the l;alance 
would be fonnd to be a very small matter m deed. 
Lookin" at it from that point of view, this was 
not a no':<ttter of such importance that the whole 
business of the country should be debyed, aml 
the extremely dangerous precedent set that a f.ew 
hon. members were entitled to obstruct anythmg 
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they liked. A lamentable state of things h<td 
existed in the House for the last seven weeks, 
1md he hoped it would be ROon terminated. 
}•;verything that could be said lmd been Eaid a 
dozen tilues over, and further delay was a, rnere 
waste of time. 

:i\'Ir. GlUFFITH said he was sorry the hon. 
gentlem:tn objected to being referred to last 
Wednesd:ty by him (Mr. Griffith). He was 
ernnnerating the Inajority said to be in the 
Honse in favour of the contract-or rather who 
were supporting the l-iovenunent in endeavour
ing to force the contract on the country, and 
he inclnded the hon. member as one of them, 
althoug-h he was mncre that he had not inside the 
House expressed any opinion on the subject. 
He observed also this evening that the hon. mem
Ler refr:1inecl frmn expressing any opinion in 
fa..vour of the contract. However, the hon. rnern
ber conld m>t blame him when the Government 
claimeLl :1 rna,jority for enurnerating him a~ one 
of them, because if he were not one they 
woulel not have " majority in favour of the 
contract. He did not reg-ard the question as 
to whether a small minority in the House 
or a few members mig-ht set their will against 
that of the majority as the point at is,ue. 
As he had always said, a small minority 
would be bound to g-ive way, and only under 
very extra,(Jrdinary circurnRtnnces was a rnino
rity, ho\vever large, justified in opposing then1-
sel ves to the will of the majority. 'l'he difference 
between the course uf mere obstruction referred 
to hy the hem. member who last spoke and the 
cnurse pursued by the Opposition was very dis
tinct and marked, aml he was satisfied that all 
the colony could see the distinction. If a small 
kn~)t of lnernbers \\ere to set themselves aga.inst 
the wish of the majority of the Home, all he 
could say was, that if it were his business to 
lead the House he 'houlcl not for a moment 
hesitCtte to put into force those rules which were 
adopted in many parts of the world for the pre
vention of such tactics. But he trusted it would 
be nwny years before any such occasion would 
arise. In Great Britain it hltd never been found 
necessary, nor did he think it would be found 
necessary in this colony. The hon. member 
for Maryborough (Mr. Douglas) had reminded 
the Government that they had a certain power 
in their hamlH ; but he (Mr. Griffith) did not 
altogether agree with his hem. friend on that 
subject. It would be very unfortunate for the 
cmmtry if they were to attempt to use that 
power. It \vas not n1uch use 011 occasions like 
the pre,ent to say ''the responsibility is yours, or 
yonrs, or smnebody else's ;" the course on such 
occllsinns must be tnken deliberately with a full 
sense of the real character of the position, and 
the knowledg-e that whatever was done on both 
sides of the House those who did it were respon
;;ible. If the course the Opposition were adopt
ing wm; wrong· a.nd the country conflemned then1 
they would be the sufferers, and they had to take 
that into consideration. Nothing would justify 
them in their resistance but the belief that they 
were bound to act as they were doing-. They 
might be wrong, and it might turn out that 
the (iovermnent were correct ; aad if that were 
the case the Opposition would be condemned 
for the course they had taken and would 
suffer-suffer far more than the Government 
woulrl in any case. If they defeated the con
tract, the liol'ernment would always be able 
to say that a splendid chance had been lost, and 
talk about the magnificent opportunity that had 
l1een thrown away. Om,ne iynotum p?~o Jnayn({ico. 
The advantages would be mag·nified by hon. 
members on the other side to an extent never 
dreamt of at the present time ; whereas the Op
position "·onld only be able to say ag·ainst the 
contract what mig-ht or might not have been. 
Ou the other hand, if the Government defeated 

them, they (the Opposition) would have to take 
the blame of allowing- the contract to pass. 
Questions of forms of the House the public did 
not care much about; all they looked to was the 
broad merits of a matter. Several members on 
the Government side had carefully refrained 
from expressing- any opinion on the merits of this 
question ; the time was past, they said. When 
the matter was first brought forward, so far from 
there being- any intention on the part of the Op
position to obstruct, they were prepared, if pos
sible, to improve the contract. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: Never! 
Mr. GRIFFITH said that, notwithstanding 

the rude ejaculation of the hon. member, they 
had. intenrled to modify the contract. It was 
now some weeks since the matter was discussed 
on its merits. Before the matter had been forced 
into its present position he (Mr. Griffith) had 
taken the trouble to prepare no less than five 
different provisoes to the resolution with a view 
to the modification of the contract. They were 
prepared before the Premier proposed his amend
ment · but since then it had become useless 
to di;cuss the matter on its merits, because the 
Government insisted on the cm: tract as it was or 
not at all. The Colonial Secretary suggested 
that he (:Mr. Griffith) said the Premier was 
actino· on his ovvn behalf in England in 1naking 
the ~untract. That was not what he said. 
He was calling attention to the differen~e 
between a Minister in England, at a dis
tance from his colleag-ues, entering- into large 
transactions, and a l'llinister in charge of a 
department in Brisbane entering into transac
tions of that kind with the advice and assistance 
of his colleagues. The Colonial Secretary pointed 
out that the Premier acted on the express in
structions of his colleag-ues. He (Mr. Griffith) 
presumed the Colonial Secretary referred to 
the teleg-ram of the 2nd February, 1880, which 
said-

" Ministers consider facilitie'S for emigration, passen
ger, and goods traffic justify large subsidy to through 
steamers." 

That wlls the only authority they knew of at the 
present time. The Premier replied on the fol
lowing clay that he was calling tenders. He had 
intended to call attention to the views of the 
Premier before he was encumbered with the 
terms of the present contract as to what were the 
proper conditions to be observed in such a con
tract. In February he (the Premier) laid down 
certain conditions under which tenders were 
to be invited, and the conditions were so materi
ally different from the terms of the contract that 
he proposed now to call the attention of the Com
mittee to the fact, as it might be the last chance 
he would have of doin~ so. In the advertisement 
in the Times, under d~te the 17th March (it must 
have been the 17th :B'ebruary), it was stated-

'' rrenders will be received by the Agent-General for 
Queensland, at his otfice, No. 3~, Oharing Cross, London, 
until the 16th day of "jfarch next, for a combined postal 
and emigration steam service between the Unite~ 
Kingdom and Queensland, upon the terms and condi
tions hereafter stated.'' 

It was to be a combined postal and immig-rat~on 
service ; but the present contract was not an un
mig-ration service at all. Clause 2 said-

" The service to be a four-\veekly one for the convey
ance of mails between Singapore and Brisbane, :tnd for 
the cmwevance of emigrants between the United King
dom and :Brisbane, in both cases culling at the northern 
ports." 

'!'he mail service was to be a service between 
Sin~apore and Brisbane only, not between Lon
don~ and Brisbane. There was a g-reat deal of 
difference for the better in the advertisement as 
compared with the contract now under considera
tion. Cbuse 3 said-

" The postal service to be confined to the conveyance 
of the mnil~ from Singapore to the Queensland port~, 



524 Mail Oontract. [ASSEMBLY.] Mail Oontract. 

and 'Vice versii, the sailing dates being so arranged as to 
work with the outward and homeward sailing of the 
Peninsular and Oriental Mail Service at Singapore." 

That condition appeared to have been forgotten 
in the present contract ; at any rate, it was not 
there. Clause 4 stated-

,, The distance between Brisbane and Singapore to be 
accomplished at an average speed of ten knots. 
Although the postal service thus terminates at Singa
pore, the steamers employed are to proceed right 
through from and to the United Kingdom." 

Paragraph 5 said-
" The outward steamers during eight months of the 

year will be required to carry emigrants art the fixed rate 
of £15 per head. The Government will fix the number 
by each steamer ae4':0rding to nlles and regulations 
to be mutually agreed on, the emigrants to be delivered 
at any of the Queensland ports as ordered by the Gov
ernment. r.l'he dietary scale and system of manage
ment shall be the same as that employed in the Govern
ment sailing emigrant ships, details of 'vhich can be 
obtained from the Agent-General." 
Paragraph 6 said-

" The steamers employed are to be of the highest 
class, and not less than 1,250 tons nett register." 

The conditions in that advertisement were 
evidently prepared by the Premier after some 
consideration ; and if a contract had been made 
in which those conditions had been sub
stantially agreed to, much less difficulty would 
have arisen in inducing th9 House to ratify 
it. But every single condition had been 
departed from in the present contract. The 
Premier deliberately set forth certain condi
tions, and afterwards made a contract in which 
they were entirely departed from. The merits 
of the question had been discussed so much 
that he would not now go into them more 
fully. Under the circumstances he failed to 
see the force of the cries that had been persis
tently raised opposite. One cry was "Queen 
street," another" the North and northern griev
ances," another '\Vas "insinuation." Those 'vere 
mere parrot cries, and he would recommend hon. 
members who used the latter cry to get a dictionary 
and see the difference between "insinuation" 
and "inference." One would think an hon. mem
ber was not allowed to mention two facts together 
without being accused of doing something terrible. 
He wondered how people were to form their 
opinions except by observing facts and putting 
them together? He had, however, listened to 
that kind of thing so often that he did not intend 
to pay any attention, but it was getting so 
monotonous that if they merely mentioned two 
facts together--

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : Two lies. 

Mr. GRIFFITH said that an hon. member 
ejaculated "two lies." They took the facts as 
supplied by the Government, and if the hon. 
member thought them to be lies he was very 
sorry. The Opposition believed the facts sup
plied by the Government, but if they put two 
things together that was said by members oppo
site to be indulging in insinuation. Arguments 
of that sort, however, were not worthy of any 
British Assembly, and members who used them 
were only beating the air. Under the present 
circumstances, he certainly agreed with the mem
ber for Dalby, for once. He hoped the Govern
ment would allow the other Lusiness of the 
country to be proceeded with. It had been sug
gested that the member for Maryborough's views 
and his on the subject of obstruction were the 
same; but they were not. Would the Govern
ment be justified in stopping obstruction by reso
lutions preventing debate? If the circumstances 
were such that the Government would be justi
fied in adopting that course and would be suc
cessful in it, then probably obstruction would 
be unjustifiable. That might be the test, and 
probably, considering it merely as an abstract 
auestion it was a true one. A minority ex-

ceeded its functions by obstructing when the 
circumstances were such that the majority 
would be justified and would be successful 
in preventing them doing so. So far, how · 
ever, from agreeing with the member for Mary
borough, he would prevent, as long as he could 
get any member to assist him, the Government 
in bringing forward such a resolution on the pre
sent occasion. If such a thing were attempted, 
unless under circumstances which would be 
justifiable, he should be inclined to use the 
forms of the House available for such occa
sions as long as he could stand and get other 
hon. members to help him to prevent any reso
lution of that kin<l being passed. He did not 
wish to suggest that the Government contem· 
plated anything of the kind-he believed they 
did not. He was answering his hon. friend 
behind him, not agreeing with his views. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN said the hon. member 
who had just sat down had the courtesy to 
apply the word ''rude" to an interjection made· 
use of by him (Mr. O'Sullivan). He did not 
expect that kind of '' puppyi~m" from the hon. 
member. He mig·ht tell the hon. member that 
in one day he had taken up more time than he 
(Mr. O'Sullivan) had the whole session, and 
he did not see why the hon. member should 
use such an expression to him. He had 
never used it to the hon. member, and had 
always listened to his speeches with the 
greatest attention. He used the word "never" 
when the hon. member stated that it was not the 
intention of the Opposition, at the beginning, to 
obstruct the contract. And he would now 
assert that it was their intention to obstruct 
before the House opened, and that they had 
carried it out consistently to the present moment. 
What had the House done since the session 
began ? The Premier had said that it had done 
nothing, but he did not agree with him. They 
had done something-the Upper House had 
passed an Insanity, and the Lower House n 
Rabbit, Bill! Was the mouse that was brought 
forth by the mountain in labour to be compared 
with this result? He had noticed that the 
leader of the Opposition assumed that every 
member on the Government side who had not 
spoken on the f[Uestion must necessarily bo 
against it. 

Mr. GRIFFITH: In favour of it, I assumed. 
Mr. O'SULLIV AN said the hon. member had 

no business to assume anything of the kind. 
Speaking for himself, he fref[uently refrained 
from addressing the House because he did not 
wish to intrude upon it and take up its valuable 
time. He spoke seldom, and when he did it was 
a great labour to him, and he did not claim the 
attention of hon. members long. But if the 
leader of the Opposition thoug-ht that because he 
had not spoken on the subject before the Com· 
mittee he hafl not paid the greatest attention to 
the debates upon it and did not see its magni
tude, the hon. member was wonderfully mistaken. 
He had attended the House regularly, and there 
was scarcely a speech made upon the subject tha.t 
he had not considered, and he must be a poor 
hand if by this time he had not formed 
some judgment. His judgment was very differ
ent from the hon. member for Dalby. The hnn. 
member believed that the contract was not of 
wonderful interest to the colony. He, on the 
contrary, believed it to be one of the greatest 
proposals ever brought before the colony since 
separation ; and he would add that, in his 
opinion, the Premier made a mistake that he 
did not sign the contract at once. He would 
rather, than have a good suit of clothes or a 
horse, that a gentleman had been sent home 
who was not now in the House-he referre(l 
to Mr. Lilley, the Chief Justice of the colony .. 
If he had been sent home he would ha~ 
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done as he did{in the matter of the steamers. 
When Queensland wanted steamers, and was 
running everywhere to see how the extor
tions of the New South Wales steamers could 
be avoided, Mr. Lilley went to Sydney and 
'bought them. When he saw the necessity 
of State education being free, he made it, and 
came to the House and said "We have done it." 
That was what the Premier should have clone. 
He could not go into the minute details of the 
contract as the leader of the Opposition had done. 
There was not a flaw as big as a pin's point that 
the hon. member had not seen in every clause ; 
and he was surprised that a gentleman with the 
immense grasp of mind that the member for 
Maryborough (Mr. Douglas) possessed should 
follow after such small peddling. It was well 
known that the hon. member could grasp an 
immense question like this. What was the 
difference between tha cost of the present mail 
contract and the £55,000, the subsidy for the con· 
tract before the Committee? It had been shown, 
and it had not been contradicted, that at present 
the cost was about £25,000, that the freight 
charged by the Sydney steamers came to about 
£4,000, and that it was very likely another 
£10,000 would have to be added, making alto
gether £39,000. What was the difference be
tween this amount and the subsidy to be paid 
for the contract under discussion compared with 
the advantage of having their own service, and of 
being able to export and import direct to and from 
·the old country, and compared with the influx of 
people and men of capital? The colony was 
languishing for the want of people and money. 
Supposing a company did come out in the wake 
of these great capitalists to open up the country 
by making roads on the land-grant principle, 
would they not bring out millions of money and 
thousands of men without costing a shilling 
to the colony? The hon. member (Mr. Dickson) 
had said that if such a thing happened he would 
offer strentwus opposition; but his opposition to 
the undertaking would be like that of a fly to a 
wheel. He was looking at the matter from a 
broad view-at what it would do. The country 
was in a frightful state, there was no work, and 
no price to behadfortheircattle. If the frozen-meat 
scheme were successful-if, in fact, dead or live 
stock were to be exported, every man who owned 
a cow or a calf would be benefited. And what 
were their selectors and farmers ? ·were they 
not all squatters on a small scale? \V as there a 
selector who was not the owner of cattle, and 
when cattle were up a few years ago were they 
not flourishing? \Vhat was the tax-the little 
difference between the two contracts? What 
effect would it have on the small settler if his cow 
which now only brought £2 would fetch £6 ? 
At the time of Napoleon's wars a cow in 
England might have realised £24 ; but at the 
conclusion of the war it would not realise more 
than £4. That comparison in some measure 
represented the present state of things in this 
colony in comparison with the past. What was 
to be clone to relieve the colony from its stag
nation, supposing the mail contract were re
'ected? Would not the introduction of capital 
necessarily give an impetus to every interest in 
the colony ? The hon. member for Enoggera 
said he would offer the most strenuous opposition 
to a company coming here to open up our land 
and construct a continental railway. 

Mr. DICKSON said the hon. member was 
misrepresenting him. What he said was that if 
the agreement in reference to the continental 
.railway were as one-sided as the contract before 
the Committee, he would oppose it. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN said that, in other words, 
the hon. member would carry on the Government 
himself. For his own part, he would not oppose 

the' issue of land-grants to capitalists upon almost 
any terms the Government might propose, be
cause he was convinced that that arrangement 
would lead to the investment of money upon the 
land, and money being sunk in the land the 
capitalists could not afford to let it lie idle. If 
only one man were settled upon the land he 
would contribute through the Custom House to 
the cost of governing the country. His great 
object since he first entered the House 
had been to facilitate the opening up of 
the country. The hon. member for Blackall 
would remember the stand he took in reference 
to the free selection and homestead clauses of the 
Act of 1868. These clauses had tended in a very 
great degree to the opening up of the country. 
The construction of railways by means of land 
grants would tend in the same direction, and if 
that policy were adopted he had hopes that the 
greater part of the colony would be settled before 
he went elsewhere to give an account of his pro
ceedings in this world. By the rejection of the 
mail contract the selectors and working classes 
would receive a far more severe blow than that 
dealt them by the bad harvests of the past four 
years. Hon. gentlemen opposite all professed 
to advocate direct communication with Eng
land ; but, when the opportunity for attaining 
that desirable end presented itself, what 
did they do? They went back upon their 
professed opinions. In the same way, they ob
structed business while most vehemently pro
fessing to object to any obstruction. \Vhen they 
were charged with obstructing, they said that the 
Government were accountable for what they 
were doing because it would not fall into their 
way of thinking. But upon this point they were 
inconsistent, because they found another member 
of the Opposition saying that they were pre
pared to accept the full weight of the responsi
bility. He believed the Premier's visit to Eng
land would be productive of very beneficial re
sults; and that if the programme which the hon. 
gentleman had sketched for the employment of 
capital were adopted, the colony, twelve months 
hence, would be in as flourishing a condition as 
ever it was. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said hon. members would 
remember that upon the last occasion when a 
minority in that House adopted stonewalling 
tactic", it was, although numerically weak, re
presentative of a majority of the electors. It 
was upon that ground that they petitioned the 
Governor for a dissolution of the House. It 
would be well for hon. members to know 
what were the facts now. He had somewhat 
hurriedly, but he believed correctly, prepared 
a list showing the number of electors repre· 
sented by members on -either side of the 
House, excepting the dual constituencies of 
North Brisbane, South Brisbane, Toowoomba, 
Kennedy, and Maryborough; and, taking it for 
granted that the members of those constituencies 
would vote one on the Government and the 
second on the Opposition side of the House, hE! 
found that members on the Government side 
representecl20,637 electors, whilst hon. members 
sitting in Opposition represented only 16,702. 
This gave the Government a majority of some 
4,000. It might-and probably would be-urged 
that, although strong in numbers, members on the 
Government side did not represent as large an 
average as members on the Opposition side. 
Still, viewing the matter in that light, the 
Government were not very far behind, the 
Government averaging close upon 800 per head, 
while the Opposition averaged 879. He might 
mention that he had the honour to represent the 
largest single electorate in the colony-in other 
words, he represented 2,039 electors, or a greater 
number than that of some of the dual elec
torates. He found, for instance, that Enoggera 
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returned two of the 110isest members of 'the 
House for 1,837 electors. Ipswich, too, which 
went in for a peculiar style of representation, 
showed only 1,244 electors for two members. 
Rockhampton hadl,224 for two members; while 
\Vide Bay, which also affected a nondescript 
style of representation, returned two members 
for 1,486 electors. The Government side, there
fore, was not only numerically strong in the 
House, but also in the country-they actually 
represented a large majority of the electors of 
this colony. He did not believe there was a 
single member sitting on the Government side 
who would not be returned to the House upon 
this particular question. In company with 
several other members, he had within the past 
few clays visited the district of Maranoa, a11<l he 
had taken particular pains to ascertain the state 
of public opinion there with reference to the 
mail contract. He found that the district wtts 
unanimously in its favour, and that no people 
were more favourable to it than the residents of 
Roma. Not a single man to whom he spoke
and he spoke to many men of every class-was 
opposed to it. Now, he desired to know upon 
what ground, and by what right the Opposition 
persisted in their course of obstruction? He had 
shown that they could not claim the public sym
pathy, upon which the Opposition that forced on 
the dead-lock some years ago grounded its action. 
Then, he desired to know from hon. members 
opposite why they took this step at all? llid 
they desire in hampering the Government to 
inflict an injury upon Brisbane, and to a certain 
extent upon the entire colony? He could 
scarcely think they would lend themselves to 
such a course of action. The hon. member for 
Enoggera desired the Government to telegraph 
home again. He hoped the Government would 
do nothing of the sort. He regretted that the 
Government had telegraphed at all, and that the 
contract was not allowed to drop on the 6th 
August. He was sure that had that course been 
adopted indignation meetings would have been 
held from one end of Brisbane to the other to pro
test against the contract being abandone<L The 
contract would do more good to Brisbane than to 
almost any other portion of the colony ; and he 
felt sure that some hon. members representing 
Brisbane and the suburbs would regret, not 
very long hence, the course they had taken upon 
the present occasion. }for his own part, he pro
tested ag·ainst any insinuation that if he were 
sitting in Opposition he would for party lHir
poses frustrate any good and useful measures 
which might be brought forward by the Govern
ment. Hon. members opposite knew very well 
that the colony would have a direct service, and 
the service proposed was the best obtainable at 
the present time. The Premier had received but 
scant justice, to say the least of it, for the trouble 
he had undergone in his endeavours to pro
cure a mail service suitable to the colony. 
All that the hon. member had receive<l in re
turn was abuse, and the accusation that he had 
been influenced by motives of personal gain. 
But although hon. members opposite endea
voured to impress the public with the fact that 
the Premier was personally and privately in
terested in what he had done, they did not in 
their hearts believe that there was any founrla
tion for the charge. Now that they saw the 
change public opinion 'vas undergoing, they 
began to be frightene<l. They could not fail to 
notice that the opinion of Brisbane-the centre 
of the Opposition-was somewhat shaken. \Vhat 
wonder that they were beginning to feel afrairl ? 
He trusted that they would persevere in their tac
tics. He trusted that the mail contract woulrl not 
be granted, at anyrate not at the present time, awl 
that the hon. gentlemen opposite might rettp the 
whirlwind as they had sown the storm. 

:I\Ir. STMPSON thought the hon. member for 
Stanley had misunderstood him when he repre
sented him as having said that he did not think 
the mail contract an important matter. He 
certainly thought it "·as an important !natter
very important indeed to the whole interests of 
the' colony. \Vhat he said was, that more 
important matters were being delayed almost 
indefinitely. l<'or instance, he thought the 
adoption of the principle of making railways hy 
l::tnd granb; wa:-; a far more irnportant qneHtion. 
The difference between the cost of the proposed 
contract and the · cm;t of briuging the 111aih; hy 
the south was so slight, that nnless sorne over
whelrning adv:-tntage \vas to he derived by the 
latter route they would be better off if they het<l 
a direct mail. The contract might not Le of 
the best possible nature, hut it seemed to 
him to he the best they were likely to g-et 
for years to come. It seeme<l to be pretty well"' 
foregone conclusion that the contract would he 
lost-that would be inevitable. There was only 
one Government day between that time am{ the 
6th of September, and if nothing was done in the 
meantin1e he presurned the negotiations would 
he ended, and poP·ibly they would not have 
direct n1ail cornrnunication with England for 
years. He had not taken the trouble to express 
his opinion~ respecting the contract, ns the 
question harl been so amply discussed on both 
sides. He should content hinH;elf by expres•·ing 
his belief that if the contract was lost memller,; 
on the Govemment side of the House would not 
share in the blame. 

Mr. D.c'cTLEY said he thought the Opposition 
were quite prepared to take their sh<ere of any 
blame "·hich might result from the loss of the 
contract. Sonw hon. rnernl1ers seen1ecl to httYe 
been indulginll in a voyage to dremnland \Yhen 
talking ahout the contract. The:~' had heard 
about the country being flooded with capitalist.;, 
labourers, and all sorts of good thing.s. Let any 
diHpaRsionate 1nan exan1inc the contraCt, and say 
that that was not figurative talk-a lot of non
sense entirely beside the question. \\'hat wm; 
the contract? :First of all, they were told that it 
was not a mail contract-thev had been tolcl that 
over and over again. They had l1een tolcl 
that it was not a frozen-meat contract, and 
they were really puzzlecl to know what it 
was. All that he could see in it was a pro· 
moters' contpany's contract~ a contract l1y 
which certain gentle1nen could float colnpa,nie:-; 
and thereby enrich themselves. He could 
see no Hign of any good ·which would re~ult 
from it. As a mail service it would be the 
slowest and "·orst in the Australian colonie", 
:Mere figures of speech and anticipations of im
mense results from a miserable paltry contract 
of the kind would. not mislead the country, an<l 
certainly would not mislead the members of the 
Opposition. They were quite willing to agree to 
a direct mail service, but let the contract he 
properly framed ; let it not be one-sided, so that 
a band of contractors of whom they had no 
knowledge might reap the whole of the henefits. 
The whole proposition was so alJSurd that he was 
astonished at so much time being taken up in 
discussing it. 

Mr. ARCHER said he should like to make 
some remarks in reply to what had fallen from 
the hon. member (l\lr. Douglas). That hem. 
member had wonderful powers-he had a com
mand of words which enabled him to go round 
an;;' subject. The hon. member had been trying 
to persuade the people that the Opposition would 
not be responsible for the result of the discussion ; 
he repudiated the idea that they were to he held 
to be blameable hecmrse thev had resorted to 
stonewalling tactics. The hm1. member's prote•t 
would, he thought, be of little use when the 
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people came to look at the matter calmly, us they 
undoubtedly would do. The hon. member's 
advice to the Government to use the iron-hand 
was probably one of the most revolutionary sug
gestions made in any p:1rliament. Let them 
consider wh:1t the English Constitution Wi18 ! 
vVas it not its great glory that under it no such 
expedient had ever been resorted to? Did not 
the Government of last year experience the 
greatest rlifficulty, when they were obstructed 
'md reobstructecl by several Irish members, to 
pass a new rule which in a slight degree 
put 011 restraint? The hon. member talked a 
great <leal about liberty-and fancy his actually 
proposing to the Government that they should 
adopt a system whereby discussion in the House 
would be stopped ! The hon. member for North 
Brisbane partly admitted his agreement with the 
adoption of such a plan, as he said it might be 
applied when the obstruction was of a kind 
which was not justifiable. vVho was to judge 
whether or not obstruction was justifiable? His 
idea was that obstruction was not justifiable 
when the majority of the people and the 
majority of representatives were in favour of 
any proposal which they desirerl to give effect 
tn. 'l'here might be occasion when the adoption 
of the plan proposed by the hon. member would 
l1e justifiable-on great constitutional questions, 
especially : for instance, if it were proposed to 
alter the rules so as to stop debate there wight 
be some reaRon in stone\valling. But on a qw:l,,,~ 
tion which involved the expenditure of £20,000 
or £2.'),000 more than they were paying for the 
carriage of rna,i1s, it \Vas a n1ere perversion of 
htnguage to ~ay th:1t stonewalling \Vas ju~tifiable. 
Stonewalling threw a grent responsibility on 
those who resorted to it; and why did it do so? 
f:lilnply because it brought constitutional gov
ernment into 0ontempt. In the country whence 
their forn1 of constitutional governrnent Rprang
all the countries having representative Ch:~mbers 
h:1ving copied from l<~ngland-obstruction for the 
sake of preventing the expenditure of a fe\v 
pounds had never been hearcl of. The proposed 
contmct was perhaps a mighty one for the colony 
to undertake ; bnt there w~1H no ground for stone
walling it. The action of the Opposition would 
assnredly rebound on their own heads. He had 
never assisted in stonewalling, CLnd hoped that he 
should never be obliged to do so; still, he must 
sily that he was being well taught how to do 
it. If history repeated itself, and they hitd 
lllore stonewalling by n1inorities, violent 
means would have to be adopted to stop it
he suspected that by-and-bye it would come to 
fisticuffs. By the action of the Opposition, he 
believed the country would lose ten times as 
much as the proposed mail servir"e would 
cost. The hon. member for North Brishane 
talked it bout stonewalling being allowttblc only 
in extraordinary circ1nn:-5tances ; but the hon. 
member did not attempt to show thilt there 
waR anything- extraordinary in connection 
with the pmposed contract. Suppose that 
a better arrangmnent n1ight have been n1ade
was tha.t such an extraordinary thing? He \Yas 
one of tho,,e who thought that Gm·ernments 
never made the best of hargains~they uslmlly 
got less for their money than private individuals 
did. He did not agree with the hon. member 
for J~nogge1·a that the contract was a bacl 
one; on the contrary, he thought it "'as the 
best which could he got considering the con
ditions. If they wanted a service two knots 
faster they would have to pay double for it. A 
great deal hall been s:1id about the feeling of the 
country-alJout who were in fa,vour of the con
tract rmd who were C~gainst it. The hon. member 
for North Brisbane -hrvl endeavoured to show 
the constituencies which approved of the 
contract n.nd those which disapproved of it. 

He could inform the leader of the Opposition 
that if he carried out his inquiries further that he 
would discover there were gentlemen sitting on 
the Opposition side of the House whose consti
tuents were in favour of the mail contract. He 
hac! just received a telegram from the Mayor of 
Rockhampton, informing him that former elec
tors who voted for Mr. Paterson at the last elec
tion were now calling upon him to cease his 
obstruction and give his assistance to the Govern
ment; so that these matters, when examined into, 
showed that the statement that many members 
were prepared to vote for the contract whose 
constituents did not wish them to do so was not 
creditable. The fact remained that all who 
were working with the hon. gentleman were no 
more in favour of his present course of action than 
they were of the mail contract. Considering the 
position that the leader of the Opposition held in 
Queensland, and considering that it was a matter 
of probability that he would some clay occupy the 
position which was now held by the Colonial 
Treasurer, and seeing, at all events, that it 
would be to his interest that there should be no 
decided chilnges in the way in which parliamen· 
tary government was carried on ; seeing all this, 
he (:\-fr. Archer) was utterly surprised that the 
hem. gentleman should, on a question which 
involved the expenditure of such a small sum of 
money, hCLve run the risk of such a change. The 
hon. gentleman would some clay suffer from the 
lesson he hac! himself tC~ught ; and it would be of 
infinite advantage to the leader of the Opposition, 
and to the colony at large, if even now, at the 
eleventh hour, he were to confess that he had 
mCLde a mistake, and let the matter go through 
without further obstruction. 

Mr. FEEZ said that it was quite useless to talk· 
about the mail contract any longer, for the sub
ject hac! been worn threadbare. The question 
which had now arisen was a constitutional one
whether a minority, however well organised, 
was to stand in the road of a powerful and com
pact majority. It was quite clear to him that 
the puhlie opinion which had been so much 
quoted by hem. members on the other side 
of the House justifying their action was no
thing like so strong as it was saitl to be by 
the members of the Opposition against the mail 
contract. The representative of K orth Bris
bane no doubt felt flattered at the homage paid 
to him by a large portion of the population 
of Brisbane, but he had been utterly misled in 
supposing that their opinions were the same as 
his own upon this subject. It was impossible 
that hon. members opposite would believe for a 
moment that the majority which was so unani
mous upon this question did not believe in the mail 
contract, or thilt they would advocate a course 
which they were not fully convinced was for the 
benefit of the country. The sincerity of hon. 
members on the Ministerial side was beyond 
question, C~ncl they believed in the contmct be
cause they felt it would be for the benefit of 
the country at large and not a contract for the 
southern section of the colony only. The fact 
wa'l the Opposition were placed in a diffi
culty, and wanted to shift the responsibility 
from their own shoulders and say that the 
Ministry should be responsible for obstruction ; 
but that would not do. It had been "aiel that 
the nu1il contract was one that would have fatal 
consequences to the colony ; but where the 
fatal consequences were he quite failed to 
see. As to the subsidy, if the whole thing 
were an&lysed, the amount of money was 
£30,000, and that was really a trifle when 
they considered the hundreds that were thrown 
away right and left on things tlmt were of no 
earthly benefit to mqhOlly. Besides, the colony 
had been spending money year after year for 
mail contracts. \Vhat was now asked was simply 
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a small addition to the amount previously paid; 
and a very small amount it was when they 
considered the prospective improvement to the 
commerce and general welfare of the colony, 
especially with regard to immigrants-for it stood 
to reason that if immigrants came out to this 
country at all they would rather come in steam
ers than sailing vessels. If the contract failed 
because of the present obstruction, the Opposi
tion only could be made rEsponsible for the con
sequences. The Opposition had contended that 
they were the representatives of the majority of 
the people. They might represent the majority 
of the community of Brisbane, but that did not 
justify them in saying that they represented the 
majority of the whole of the colony. It had 
been proved by the hon. member for the Mitchell 
that on the Ministerial side, not only was there 
anactualmajorityofmembers, but that they repre
sented the numerical majority of the country. 
Under those circumstances, it would be only 
right for the minority gracefully to give in. He 
believed that if an angel from heaven came down 
and drew up a contract, and proposed it from 
that side of the House, it would be opposed by 
the other side. It was now no longer a question 
of right or conviction, it was simply a ques
tion of obstruction. Because it had been 
proposed by the present Ministry, and the 
present majority in power, therefore the con
tract was to be set aside. On that side, they 
who had been called the Conservative party 
had been always the representatives of the 
people of the whole country, while the Oppo
sition had only been the representatives of 
the metropolis and its suburbs. The present 
Ministry was composed of men who represented 
every class of the community, and that in itself 
justified them in insisting upon resisting obstruc
tion, seeing that they believed the contract would 
be for the good of the country. It was also their 
duty to resist the present tactics of the Opposi
tion-to prevent such a frightful and uncon
ditional example as would take place of a mino
rity obstructing a powerful majority on such a 
question as this. For himself, he believed 
the Opposition had made up their minds to ob
struct everything, so long as it originated from 
the Ministerial side. Since the hon. member for 
Blackall had alluded to a telegram from Rock
hampton, he (Mr. Feez} might also allude to it, 
and express his astonishment that the repre
sentative of Rockhampton, who had also received 
it, had not thought proper to lay it before the 
House, because a telegram of that kind showing 
that the people of Rockhampton were not repre
sented by their member was of considerable 
importance. He (Mr. Feez) trusted the Opposi
tion would see the serious consequences that 
would arise by their refusing to accept the con
tract-a contract which had been proved by the 
majority to be for the good of the country. 

Mr. MACDONALD-PATERSON said that, 
with regard to what had fallen from the last 
speaker, he was no doubt in possession of a tele
gram which the hon. member thought he should 
have disclosed to the House. He did receive a 
telegram as he was going clown to tea, but since 
that he had received another, and, strange to say, 
the second telegram completely and absolutely 
neutralized the first. These telegrams were 
addressed to himself, and contained no request 
to make known their contents to the House, and 
he had yet to learn that any telegram he re
ceived from any of his constituents was to be 
brought before the members of the House in 
order that they might be made acquainted with 
its contents. Such a request was, to say the 
least, very improper. Members on the other 
side seemed to know all that was passing; 
at all events, it appeared so in this case, as 
members on the other side knew of these tele· 

grams, and something of their contents, before 
they had come into his own hands. It was 
strange that at !e::tst one hon. member opposite 
knew of them, ::tncl mentioned to him that 
certain telegrams had been desp::ttchecl to him 
which were actually not received, and had not 
been expected by him at that moment. He 
understood that during the few minutes he was 
absent from the House in the library, the hem. 
member for Blackall stated, in effect, that he 
{Mr. Paterson) was not representing his con
stituents by his action on the question of this 
mail service? 

Mr. AHCHER: Just so. 

Mr. P ATERSON said th::tt to that he could 
only reply that he had the utmost assurance that 
he did represent the great body of the electors 
of Rockhampton on this question. He repeated 
that this was his sincere belief, and that he had 
a most tangible assurance of it ever since the 
matter was mooted in the House by the Pre
mier. He did not like at any time to trouble 
the House with the operation of any question 
upon his own mind anterior to its being brought 
before the House; but he felt bound on this 
occasion to say, what could be proved by his 
written communications with Hockhampton, 
that he was adverse to this mail service be
fore the matter was brought forward for dis
cussion, and that he now saw no reason to 
alter his opinion. At that time he was 
of opinion that his constituents generally wouhl 
be in favour of this contract, and he thought 
it right to intimate his views on the <lucs
tion to them anterior to discussion in Parlia
ment. That was on record ; he gave the m a ttter 
his most serious thought, and the resolutions he 
arrived at then he had seen no reason to clieturh 
or alter after the discussion on the subject that 
had taken place. He had only to refer to what 
he had said on the matter on a previous occasion. 
His first objection was that it was an antiquatetl 
contract as to time. It did not commend itself 
to his common-senHe as a nine- knot service. 
Anything he had said about the contract he hac! 
always endeavoured to state in the most res~Ject
ful terms: he thought that members on e~ther 
side of the House, as well as members of the 
Government, would surely admit the right 
of members on both sides to form opinions of 
their own. He claimed the right equally with 
every member of the Assembly to think and 
judo·e for himself, and if he exercised his discre
tio; in a way antagonistic to the interests of the 
colony, and the interests of his own constituency 
in particular, he alone was answerable, and 
he was prepared to take the responsibility 
of his action, and receive either the approval 
or condemnation of the electors of EockhamlJ· 
ton at the proper time. He thought the 
Premier had made a great mistake in leav
ing Great Britain with only one proposal. 
The hon. gentleman should have brought alter
native proposals with him-he should have 
brouo·ht a proposal for a nine-knot service at one 
sum," for a ten-knot service at another, and for 
an eleven-knot service at another, and so on. 
Had the hon. gentleman clone that, it would have 
enabled hon. members to exercise a discretion 
and adopt that which they considered best for 
the colony. He thought it had been an error of 
judgment on the part of the hon. g~ntle_man to only 
bring a hard-and-fast contract wh1ch, 1t appeared, 
could not be altered at all. When hon. mem
bers on his side of the Committee first acldres"ed 
themselves to the question, he could assure the 
Government, in corroboration of what had been 
already stated by himself before, that very few 
of them approached the subject without believ
ing that some modification of the terms of the 
contract would be allowed. That was his feel-
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ing, :tt any rate, and he was sorry to learn that 
the contract was built upon such very hard-and
faKt lines <oS to admit of no possibility of any 
modification. He would, whilst on his feet, 
like to make one or two remarb in reference to 
a statement made by the Premier as to the ]JmC
tice of the British Government in relation to 
steam subsidies. The reason he had not done so 
before was that he could not obtain the mate
rial with which to work out the objections he 
had to that statement. In order that hon. 
members might understand what he referred 
to, it would be necessary for him to read from 
Hansanl of the 28th July, in which the Premier 
was revorted to speak as follows :-

"Hon. members should bear in mind that in the case 
of some countries l1~ngland has found it prolitablc to 
give up the practice of maintaining special mail packets. 
rrhc SlJCCd and frC(jllClley Of other lines Of steamers had 
become such that England found t:>hc could flo her bmd
llC"S on better terms, and now mails were 1mt on board 
a.ny steamer at Ijiverpool and the other ports and '"ere 
earried at a certnin rate. Steamers belonging to various 
lines were thereby employed, and they were all subsi
dised at the same rate. By reference to the report of 
Lhe Brii.ish Postma.:;:ter-General for 1879, it would be 
found that, 'vhile the carriage or mails to the lJnited 
State~ had cost .c£61,873, the amount received for postage 
hail been only £30,000, leaving a lo~~ to the British Go
vernment of over £21,000. 'l'hc~:;e were nmils which the 
Briti~h Government got carried under the be-:;t possible 
conditions. In the case of coulltries somewhat simi
larly sitnated to onr <nvn the Rame results were found. 
rro the East Indics, China, and Japan, mails were carried 
from England by the British-India and the 1). and 0. 
Companies for subi-iidic" of £430,000. The amount re
ceived in po::;tagcs was £90,000, and the Indian Uovcrn
monL contributed £107,500, leaving a loss of £2:5i,500 to 
the I<~nglish Government. An examination of the whole 
list of Contracts"- · 

He wished hon. mempers to pe~y particule~r 
attention to this part of the lwn. gentleman's 
speech-
" entered into by the B1itish Go\'Cnnnent would show 
that in all ease~. with the exception of those \Vhich he 
had mentioned, the postal service~ were earried on at a 
<'onsidera.ble lo<>-s to the Government. \Yhat renson was 
there, therefore, for the btatemcnt that there wa~ uo 
I~~ng-liKh precedent fort his form of subsidy? rrhere \VUS 
no line ot' steamers eoming to the Australian colonies 
that carried mails without subsidy, with the CXl'Cption 
ot' the OriPnt line, and that company, as soon as it had 
macle its scrricc a want to the people of the colony, 
would get-as they de::oorved to get-a ~nhsidy. He had 
no doubt that the speed and regularity of their steamers 
\vould eventually he recoguised by the Colonial and tbe 
Briti~h Government, and that they would get wha.t they 
were now working for-a subsidy. \Vith that exception, 
no instance had been shown of a, mail service betw-een 
any country and England being carried on without a 
subsidy.'' 

As to the latter remark of the hon. gentleman, 
he showed that in all cases there was a subsidy ; 
so that the latter part of his remarks was not 
borne out by those whiqh preceded them. 'rhe 
gist of all tl1ose remarks of the hon. gentleman 
was to this effect, and it was one which misled 
him (Mr. Paterson) and other hon. members-that 
the British Government lost money in respect to 
all their postal contracts, the loss in one instm1ce 
being £232,500 odd. Now hon. members were led 
to think that it was the policy of the British 
Government to make certain losses on certain 
mail contracts, and that, therefore, the Com
mittee should consent to the proposed con
tract, notwithstanding it would cause a loss 
as between the cost of the contract and the 
cost of carrying letters by other mutes. He, 
however, would point out the difference be
tween the practice at home and that here. The 
estimated receipts for 1880-81 from the Post Office 
Department here were £50,000 and from the 
Telegraph Department £36,000, or a total gross 
revenue from both of £86,000. The probable 
expenditure of both departments wets £175,000; 
therefore, at the present time the operations of 
the postal-cum-telegraph department resulted in 
a loss of 100 per cent. of the whole revenue : that 

was to say, that the gross estimated revenue 
was £86,000, and the expenditure was £175,000. 
The total revenue of the Post Office was only 
£50,000, every penny of which, strange to s'ty, 
was absorbed by carrying the inland mails : 
thus everything outside of the inland mails was 
conducted at the public expense and out of 
taxation. But what were the circumstances of 
the British Post Office? In the year 1840, which 
was the first year of the penny-postage system, 
the gross revenue of the Post Office was 
£1,359,466-the net revenue and absolute profit 
to the Crown being £500,789; and ever since 
then, so far as he could gather from official 
records, there had always been a surplus; in 
fact, the policy of the British Government had 
always been to render the postal department 
a source of revenue-subject, of course, to giving 
the most ample facilities for postal communica
tion with all parts of the world. They had 
never allowecl that, however, to interfere with 
making the department a source of revenue. 
Last year, ending March 31st, the gross postal 
revenue of Great Britain was £6,274,450, and 
the cost of management £3,840,000, leaving 
a net revenue of £2,434,374, or more than two 
and a-quarter millions. Such heing the case, he 
would ask whether it was fair that the colony 
should be placed in the position of paying large 
postal subsidies, the working of which could not 
he made good from their postal and telegraph 
revenues? The British Government were justi
fied in making losses in certain cases, because 
they had a postal revenue on which to found 
tlmt expenditure, and because, after all the 
losses they made on certain contracts, there 
was still left a total net revenue of two 
and a-quarter millions last year. He men
tioned those facts as being ample grounds for 
supporting the stand he had taken with regard 
to the proposed mail service. There were several 
grounds for objection-the speed was not 
sufficient, the time was too long, and the 
contract contained within itself the elements of 
failure. The great bulk of the trade of the 
colony was at the southern end of it; and, as he 
had said on a former occasion, the commerce 
of the colony might be represented by a tri
ang·le, the apex of which. was at the Gulf 
of Crcrpentaria, and it was therefore neces
sary that they should have vessels of good speed. 
If it was possible that the colony could afford 
£70,000 a- year for a nine- knot service, they 
should go a little further and start at ten knots; 
going a little further two or three years 
hence, and so on, as they were able to avail 
themselves of the improvements that were 
being yearly made in steam communication. 
Economy of fuel had been achieved to an enor
mous extent, and, as he saw that at Newcastle 
coals were only Ss. a-ton free on board steam
ships, the consumption of a few tons extra per 
day could not make much difference. Surely, in 
a colony like this, they should not encourage 
such tt-he would say donkey-cart service. It 
was not even a one-horse service. It was not the 
speed of modern colliers that were being launched 
and worked in the old country ! What he wished 
to see was a first-class service for the colony
that was the term the Premier had used in his 
telegram from England to the Cabinet-a first
class service. But he would ask how could the 
hon. g-entleman expect any man of common
sense to accept as a first-class service, the service 
now under discussion ? A first-class service 
meant fifteen or sixteen knots an hour. Surely 
it should at least be the policy of this colony to 
start at the point of speed which other colonies 
were forsaking ! Surely they could take the 
cast-off garments of the other colonies, and let 
them start at, say, eleven knots. The reason he 
should like to see something of this kind done 
was because he was exceedingly anxious to see 
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a first-chtRs mail service from the United King
dom to Queensland. He would ask hon. mem
bers to follow up the course of trade-these were 
matters of detail which had not been put before 
the House in the way they might have been. 
They had had no tabulated statement of the pro
spective exports and imports by the proposed 
line, and no information as to the probable rates 
of freight that would be charged, or whether it 
was likely this line would run at as low rates as 
other companies. But, as he said, let them 
follow out the course of trade : Supposing one of 
these mail steamers left Brisbane this morning, 
and wool began arriving to-n1orrow in large quan
tities, would squatters consent to allow their wool 
to lie in Brisbane or Hockhampton twenty-five or 
twenty-six days, until the next steamer left, while 
they could send it down to Sydney in two or three 
cla.ys, and it would be half-way to England in the 
time it would be detained in Brisbane? Nothing 
they could possibly conceive could take place in 
the working of this contract which would induce 
men to reserve their shipments in that way from 
one month to another, more especially as it was 
a fifty-six days' service, as he understood from 
the Premier. This was one idea that occurred 
from following up the workings of the trade of this 
colony inwards and outwards ; and many others 
like it would crop up. He had referred to the 
point of speed as being very unsatisfactory, 
but financially the contract was a great deal 
worse. They had not yet been shown how this 
service was to be paid for, or in a concrete form 
what were the advantages they were to derive 
from it ; ttnd he said if they were to have a 
speculation-if speculative thoughts were to 
incite them to go into this matter~ and he was 
not saying that they should not to a certain 
extent go in that direction-then let them apply 
all the conditions that would be likely to bring 
about a satisfactory result to their speculation. 
Those conditions must be higher speed than 
was mentioned in the contract, in order to place 
the line as nearly as possible in a position to 
compete with lines which were now existing, and 
would shortly also exist. He was certain 
that within the next few years the Orient 
Company would despatch a weekly boat from 
Plymouth to the colonies. They began not long 
oince with a boat every three months; not long 
after they ran one every six weeks, subsequently 
they ran one every month, and now they were 
running fortnightly. All that had been clone 
within a few years, and he had no doubt that 
within a similar period in the future that com
pany would be running a steamer weekly be
tween Plymouthandjthe colonies. As to the cost of 
the service, his constituents would more readily 
understand it when he stated that it would take 
the whole of the Customs receipts at Rock
hampton to pay the annual subsidy, direct and 
indirect. They were told at the beginning of the 
session that it would be the policy of the Min
istry to rapidly carry on improvements in the 
har hours and rivers on the coast of Queensland. 
He was very glad to hear that information, but 
he Wtts at a loss to understand how it would 
benefit B.ockhampton to make these expensive 
improvements in the river, if these vessels were 
to absorb the whole trade of the port, which 
would be shipped in Keppel Bay-because no 
company would allow such large vessels to go 
up the rivers on the coast, the loss of time 
would be too great. There was therefore an 
inconsistency in that-the policy of the improve
ment of harbours and rivers was not in conson
ance with the hope that this line would absorb 
all the trade of our ports. Now, as to speed, he 
would conclude by reading an extract from a late 
paper, which said-

" J .. QuicK PA:o:;SAGK-The Peninsular and Oriental Com
pany's new steamship Ra'~>renna arrived in the Thames 
on Sunday, h~Lving made the passage from the Clyde in 

4·9~ hours, giving a speed of 14:6 knots per hour. This 
is by far the qnicke~t passage on record, being about 
three hours less that that made by the Rotomahana last 
year. Both vessels are built and cngined by the same 
firm, Messrs. Denny, of Dumbnrton. The dimensions 
of the Ravenna are~length, 380 ft. ; breadth, ,t() ft. ; 
and depth 29ft. Tonnage, 3,310 gross; nominal horse
power, 700." 

He could not, of course, hope that Queensland 
could, at present, think of subsidising a service 
which had such splendid vessels as the one he 
had just mentioned ; but he thought they ought 
to begin, if they began at all, with a service 
that would attract to it a large export and import 
trade on the merits of the service itself. This 
service he considered had not that merit, and, 
therefore, he thought it was most advantageous 
to the interests of the whole of Queensland that 
it should not be adopted, and if they had a 
service at all it should be a better one than that 
proposed. 

Mr. STEVENSON said the hon. member who 
had just sat clown claimed the right of having his 
own opinion, and evidently wished to concede to 
other members the right to form their opinion 
upon the merits of any question; but he (Mr. 
Stevenson) did not see how the hon. member 
could reconcile that with the position he had 
taken up of assisting in the stonewalling tac
tics adopted by the Opposition, and practi
cally saying that the minority should rule 
the majority in regard to this question. The two 
things were entirely inconsistent. Then the hon. 
gentleman said he represented his constituents in 
taking the course he ha'l adopted in regard to 
the question ; and he (Mr. Stevenson) joined 
issue with him on that point. As far as he (Mr. 
StevenHon) knew public opinion in Rockhamp
ton-ancl he knew Pcockhampton pretty well and 
had a good deal of communication with that part 
of the country-he could say he was perfectly satis
fied that the hon. member did not represent his 
constituents at the present moment. By the mail 
which came in that morning he (Mr. Stevenson) 
had received several letters from Rockhampton 
from gentlemen who had always supported that 
side of the House, and of course their opinion was 
in favour of the Premier pushing the contract 
through and condemning the conduct of the 
Opposition in trying to oppose it. He did not 
attach very much importance to that; but he 
had also received a business letter from a mem
ber of an influential firm in Hockhampton, who 
had always supported the Opposition side of the 
House, and clone all he could to try and put the 
Liberal party in power, and he wound up his 
letter by saying he could not possibly see what 
justificn,tion the Opposition had for opposing this 
contract-that he could not see how any sensible 
man in Brisbane, and more especially in the 
northern portion of the colony, could oppose it. 
So much for the hon. member's statement that 
he represented his constituents. He might 
represent a few followers of his, but he did not 
represent public feeling in B.ockharnpton at the 
present time. The hon. gentleman had talked a 
great deal about his experience in Rockhampton, 
and as to whether squatters would allow their 
wool to lie there twenty-five or twenty-six days, 
and so forth. The hfm. member was not at all 
inexperienced about Rockhampton trade ; a 
good many people knew a good deal about his 
experience in Hockhampton trade, and he knew 
perfectly well that when he talked about wool 
lying there twenty-five or twenty-six days he 
talked utter nonsense. What had been the case 
during the last two or three years with regard to 
the shipment of wool from Hockhampton? Those 
who had the real interests of the North at heart, 
and who had tried to benefit it by encouraging 
direct shipments of wool from Hockhampton, 
had found that they had to abandon it simply 
because there was no certainty when ships would 
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start. He was not singular in regard to this ; 
he knew others who had had the same ex
perience as himself. He had had wool lying 
on board ships at Rockhampton for as long 
as five months, and he often had it two, three, 
and four months. He had commen~ed shipping 
his wool direct some years ago, and he never 
shipped a bale through Sydney until last year. 
After trying Brisbane aml finding it no better, 
he was compelled with great reluctance to send 
his wool to Sydney. That was the experience of 
shippers in the North; and yet the hon. gentle
man talked about squatters allowing their wool 
to remain there fortwenty-five or twenty-six clays. 
The hon. member knew much lJetter than that. 
if he chose to tell it to the House. Any 
northern or central squatter, with the interests 
of the districts at heart, would be glad to 
allow his wool to remain two months for direct 
shipment rather than send it to Sydney. All 
that went to prove what had been said over mtd 
over again, and by the hon. member (Mr. King) 
the other night-that the trade of the colony 
was drifting into southern channels, simply be
cause there was no guarantee that they could get 
their wool away within a reasonable time. He 
did not intend to assist the Opposition in their 
stonewalling tactics by going into the tnerits and 
demerits of the question. His object was simply 
to show the nonsense talked by the hon. member 
(Mr. Paterson) when he talker! about the colony 
going in for a fifteen or sixteen knot service. 
The colony was not in a financial position to do 
anything of the kind, and the hon. member 
ought to know that such a service did not exist 
anywhere. The hon. member's object seemed to 
be to justify himself to his constituents by making 
a long ran1bling speech for the sake of having 
it reported in Ilansm·ri; but he was gla<l to think 
that it would not go down with the Rockhamp
ton electors, and that the hon. member and 
his colleague (Mr. l{ea) would be brought down 
to their proper level at the next election. The 
C]Uestion had been discussed largely, and nothing 
could be said further with regard to its real 
merits ; but he wished to say that if the southern 
part of the colony could only see things in their 
true light they would support the mail contract. 
::\fany in the South really believed that the con
tract would benefit the colony, but simply because 
it had been brought forward by that side of the 
House, and had been stigmatised as a frozen
meat service, they looked upon that as a suffi
cient justification to stonewall it. He believed 
that in six months' time the Opposition would 
regret the stand they had taken. 

1\Ir. P ATEHSON said he never suggested a 
fifteen-knot mail service for Queensland ; and so 
far as he was personally concerned, he might state 
that even if the contract had been brought for
ward by the Liberal party it would have met 
with his equally strong opposition. 

Mr. SIMPSON said he sympathised with the 
hon. member for Rockhampton in his objection 
to telegrams, and held that it was an undesirable 
thing that every telegram from every constituent 
should be read in the House ; but if telegrams 
were objectionable, so also were one-sided public 
meetings, of which there had been so many trying 
to intimidate the House and pretending to repre
sent the pnblic opinion of the colony. Neither the 
telegrams nor the one-sided meetings ought to be 
brought forward in the House. vVhen a man 
was elected he represented his constituency until 
in the natural course of events Parliament was 
dissolved or expired by effiuxion of time; and it 
was quite outside the question to bring influence 
to bear upon hon. members after they were once 
elected. \Vhen the hon. member (Mr. Paterson) 
said that because the post and telegraph depart
ments did not pay, therefore they should have 
no mail service to England, it was most absurd. 

It 111ight be n, sound argurnent for increasing 
the rate of inland postages-one means of doing 
which would be, as he had said previously, 
to nutke newBpa.per/5 pay postag·e. Far rnore 
than a moiety of the n,mount referrerl to ]_,y 
the hon. rnern ber \Vas the cnRt of ca,rrying news
paperH, and if the nw ils consisted of letters 
only they could be carried for perhaps one
thin! the monev. He should not be sorry to 
see the inland "postage incrPaserl. vVhen. the 
hrm. memller compared the receipts of a small, 
paltry colony like Queensland with the receipts 
of (irent Britain he could not tell what he was 
thinking alJout. But if the hon. member had 
gone a· little further with his figures he would 
hnYe found that £5il,OOO of receipts for Queens
land woulrl represent nine and a-half millions, 
instead of the six millions collected for England ; 
so that really the receipts in Queensland were 
half as much again per head of population as the 
receipts of England. 

Mr. :FRASEJ:t said he had alwavs understood 
that public meetings were open" to all sides. 
They wc·re not restricted to one party, and 
certainly persons holding different opinions had 
an opportunity of putting them forward. He 
could not understand what wns meant by one
sided public meetings, especially when they were 
held in the open air and were open to all. The 
argument from the other side seemed to be that, 
provided the :;)1inistry of the clay had decirled 
upon a certain thing as being ]Jest for the country, 
the Opposition were bound to accept it, what
ever their own opinions might be. But by doing 
so they would be abandoning one of their prin
cipal functions. He was not prepared to justify on 
all occasions the course the Opposition were now 
pursuing, but 8uch oc(~nsionR would arise, and 
were even anticipated by the rules of the House. 
From their own point of view, the Opposition 
were amply justified in the stand they were 
taking. Hon. members on the other side ex
pressed two irreconcilable opinions on the sub
ject of the contract. One hon. member told 
them that it was one of the most important 
questions that had occupied the attention of the 
legiHlature since Separation, and another de
scribed it as a very insignificant one. Which was 
the correct view? The Opposition maintained 
that it was very important, and they acted accord
ingly. To show that the Opposition were not 
singulaT in their objections, he would ask what the 
Colonial Secretary himself thought of the matter? 
Not further ba,ck than January last, when the 
hrm. gentlenu'tn wished to renew the rnail con
tract with the present company, he prescribed 
that the contract should be for five years. 'That 
was exactly what the Opposition desired-their 
chief objection being to the length of the term of 
the contract. The Colonial Secretary next pre
scribed that the speed should be ten knots an 
hour, which also coincided with the views of the 
Opposition. :i'\othing could have transpired 
since January last to alter the hon. gentleman's 
opinion, and it showed that he wn,s fully alive 
to the importance of the very points which 
the Opposition were now urging. As to the 
obstruction, he felt convinced that they weTe 
justified in doing so as far as they possibly 
could ; the responsibility for doing so had been 
forced upon them by the Government. He 
sympathised with the views taken by the hon. 
m em her for Stanley, and believed in nearly all 
he had said on the question. The colony was in 
a very depressed condition, and they ought to do 
all they could to revive its prosperity. He 
admitted, also, with the hon. member, that ifthey 
could get a stream of immigrants and capital 
into the country it was desirable to do so. 
He failed to see how the passing of the contract 
would effect that. According to the version of 
some hon. members, this was a panacea which 
would cure and correct all the ills from which 
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the country w:1s :1t present suffering; but he 
could not see any connection between the two 
things. Then it was ad vacated as an assistance 
to our system of immigration; but the same 
menus of immigration which had been success
fully employed were still within reach. No Go
vernment that had held office in the colony had 
ev~r .before had such golden opportunities of 
brmgmg so many people to the colony as this 
Government had. It was a notorious fact that 
during the last two or three years hundreds and 
thousands of men with capital had been anxious 
to know where to emigrate to; but not the slight
est effort appeared to have been made to tempt 
them by offering easy access to those illi1hitable 
areas of what hon. members were told was 
the most magnificent land under the sun. 
And all the time they had been sending a 
quarter of a million of money out of the 
colony for breaclstuffs. That did not evi
dence any great degree of earnestness on the 
part of the Government to promote the best and 
most permanent interests of the country. Again, 
the Opposition were told that in opposing this 
they were st~nding very ~uch in their own light 
so far as the mterests of Bnsbane were concerned. 
He imagined that the merchants and shippers of 
Brisbane understood their interests, and he was 
persuaded that the great majority of them were 
decidedly opposed to this contract; nor could 
their opposition be wondered at when the effect 
which had followed from entering into a contract 
for the carriage of steel rails was taken into con
sideration. Any importer would testify that in
stead of getting goods by sailing vessel delivered 
for 2ils. per ton as before he hacl now to pay 35s., 
because of the heavy ballast trade being all in 
the hands of one party who thereby obtained a 
monopoly. That hacl been the effect of one con
tract, and the House was justified in hesitatin" 
before entering into another. A great deal had 
been said about the importance of the shipping of 
the north, hut it appeared to him that more 
ii?portance had been attached to it than its mag
mtucle warranted. According to the statistics 
for 1878 he founcl that the whole imports to the 
colony during that year had been £3,20G,S22 in 
value: from Rockhampton southwards the value 
was £2, 737,65(j, leaving for the whole of the ports 
north of Rockhampton a value of only £469,Hi6, 
or about one seventh of the total imports to the 
colony. It therefore seemed that undue import
ance had been attached to this service on account 
of the trade with the northern ports. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN said the hon. member 
(Mr. Fraser) stated that the people of Brisbctne 
kn~w .their own affairs very well, and that the 
maJority of them were in favour of rejecting this 
contract. Perhaps they might also be in favour 
of the policy of obstruction which was being 
adopted by the Opposition. He had never seen 
any s~lCh intelligence on the part of the people 
of Brisb.ane. He had always opposed the making 
of a railway from Rockhampton as a piece of 
log-rolling which would do-as he believed it had 
clone-greater injury to Brisbane than any other 
thing that had been done in the colony. It 
would be remembered that plans had been laid 
on the table, and tenders called, for extending 
two of the main trunk lines-from Townsville 
from Rockhampton-and that tenders had bee~ 
called for the extension of the southern trunk
line also. The extension of the southern line 
would have had the effect of brin•>in" a reason
able portion of the up-country traffi~ to" Brisbane· 
but what did the Brisbane members do? They 
did not insist upon that line being· extendeci, 
although anyone could see that the business of 
Brisbane was leaving that port and going to the 
North through the fault of the people. ·what 
was the trade of Brisbane now compared with 
what it was before that log-rolling railway was 
made from Rockhampton? The trade of the 

northern ports had increased, and if it went on 
increasing at the same rate he should not be sur
prised to hear of the capital of the colony being 
removerl to a more central position-in fact, 
he could tell hon. members that it was on the 
cards. 

Mr. l!'HASER : It has been so for a long 
time. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN said he was a southern 
man, and the interests of Brisbane were as clear 
to him as those of Ipswich. He did not see why 
Ipswich should not in time become the west end 
of Brisbane, as Paramatta was to Sydney. The 
traffic which Brisbane was now losing would go 
to Rockhampton, and there was a probability, 
from the way that port was increasing, that 
within a few years it would be the capital of the 
colony. He attached great importance to the 
ratification of this contract on account of the 
farmers and small settlers of the colony. When 
his colleague (JVIr. Kellett) brought forward a 
motion to encourage the meat-curing trade he 
supported that proposition on the principle that 
it would assist the poor farmers. During the 
past season they had not been able to grow any 
crops, and if the few head of cattle they possessed 
were much reduced in price they would be placed 
in a very awkward position. If the contract 
were agreed to the frozen-meat trade would he 
assisted, the price of cattle would be raised, and 
the prospects of the small settler would be greatly 
improved. The squatters could stand the bad 
season much better than the small settlers could, 
and therefore they were not so greatly interested. 
At a most critical time the legislation of the 
country was being delayed. The last contract 
for the construction of the rail way to Roma 
would be completed in a short time, and 
Mr. Bashford had stated to him that he 
had on his hand about 250 men who would be 
ont of work about the 6th of next month. vVhat 
was to become of those men? Parliament had 
been in session eight weeks and nothing had 
been done. Some of the branch lines might 
have been at work now-plans, specifications, 
am! books of reference of which had been laid 
on the table-but instead of allowing something 
to be done to relieve the starving people, who 
were leaving the colony whenever they could 
find the passage money, the Opposition spent 
night after night in stonewalling a measure 
which would involve an extn expenditure in 
excess of the present amount of mail subsidy of 
£20,000 to £25,000. One said the mail service 
was too slow, and another made some other ob
jections. Talking like that was all rubbish : 
if a man had not the price of a mansion he 
would be very glad of a cottage ; and if he 
had not the price of a horse he had to walk. On 
the same principle, a slow contract had been 
accepted because the colony could not afford to 
pay for a faster one. But the speed of the 
service was not, in his eyes, so important a 
matter as the advantages which would result 
from the increased price of stock. He had 
given his opinion in his own rough way. 
Seeing that to-monow would be the last day 
upon which he should be able to speak on the 
subject, he would not allow the occasion to pass 
without placing on record the fact that he was 
so much in favour of the contract as to believe 
that it was the best proposition that had ever 
been brought before the House. He would also 
say that he had thorough confidence in the 
ability, sincerity, and wisdom of the present Min
istry to carry out the contract. He had said all 
he could in favour of it, and should give hi8 vote 
also, if the hon. members on the obstruction side 
of the House would be kind enough to allow it 
to go to a division. 

Mr. GRIFJ!'ITH said he wished to say a word 
in consequence of certain observations made by 
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the hon. member for Stanley more than once 
during the evening. The hon. member pointed 
out the distress existing among the selectors, and 
the great advantage that would result to them 
from securing a market for their stock in conse
quence of the e3tablishment of a frozen-meat 
trade; and the hon. member asked what alterna
tive the Opposition proposed? If the esta.blish
ment of this line of steamers would be the means 
of establishing a frozen-meat trade he (Mr. Grif. 
fith) did not believe anyone would object to it, 
but he saw no connection between the proposed 
service and the frozen-meat trade. The hon. mem
ber for Black all clearly pointed out the other night 
that this contract had nothing to do with the 
frozen-meat trade, which, the hon. member said, 
would be established quite independently of this 
project. The hon. member for Blackall pointed 
out so clearly that the service would not benefit 
the frozen-meat industry, that he was sorry the 
hon. member did not hear his speech. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN : I did hear it.' The hon. 
member said nothing of the kind. 

Mr. GRIFFITH said the hon. member could 
not have followed the hon. gentleman (Mr. 
Archer), or if he did he could not have compre
hended him. After he had spoken he (Mr. 
Griffith) followed, and he remembered congratu· 
lating the hon. member on ha,·ing· pointed out 
that the mail service would not affect the frozen
meat trade. It was those misapprehensions they 
were anxious to dispel. If the hem. member 
could get it believed abroad that they were try
ing to prevent a contract passing which would 
benefit the selector--

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: You are 
doing your best to stop it. 

Mr. GRIFFITH said that if the statement 
got abroad that they wished to prevent the selec
tors disposing of their stock, an injurious and 
unjust impression would be produced against the 
Opposition. 

The PREMIER said that when he moved the 
House into committee to consi<ler the contract, 
he remembered perfectly well that he was con
gratulated upon the simplicity of the question as he 
put it forward. He considered the contract would 
be advantageous to the colony, and he spoke 
with the candour he was bound to use on such 
an occasion. In what he said he was met 
by the leader of the Opposition, and espe
cially by the hon. member for Enoggera. 
They raised the cry, not only in the House but 
t~ronghout the colony, of "The frozen-meat ser
vrce," and that was constantly for three weeks 
the cry raised against the Government. The 
Opposition first tried to raise the working classes 
against the possessors of flocks anc< herds in the 
colony, and having succeeded in that they were 
content. And now, how were they brought 
round? The member for Blackall pointed out 
that if the twelve or thirteen ships that wonld 
sail under the contract took frozen meat they 
conld not take more than one butcher in Rock
hampton was working off at the present time, 
and he asked, therefore, how it could be that the 
members on the Government side of the House 
could be induced to band themselves in the closest 
bonds of self-interest for such a small object. 
'fhis being said, the hon. gentleman, the leader 
of the Opposition, turned round and said, " I 
told you so all along; it is not a frozen-meat 
service at all !" This was the kind of argu
mentation the hon. gentleman had used from the 
first, but he had not succeeded in putting the 
member for Stanley in the wrong. That hon. 
member knew perfectly well what a sound argu
ment was, and the people of the colony were 
now seeing what, but for the leader of the 
Opposition, they would have seen many weeks 
ago-namely, that nobody would benefit more 

by this mail contract than the selectors of East 
and West Moreton. He (the Premier) had 
proved all this when he first brought the matter 
forward, and should not weary the Committee 
by repeating it. He had, indeed, repeated all 
those arguments again and again, and he vvaR 
sorry to see that the member for Rockhampton, 
although he had sat in the House every night, 
had not even yet realised the common- sense 
aspect of the thing. He (the Premier) was sorry 
that hon. member was not at present in the 
House, because he would like to tell him of the 
position in which he stood with his constituents. 
The hon. member for J{ockhampton commenced 
by saying that the contract was an antiquated 
service. This was an argument that had been 
used again and again-namely, that it was only 
a service for nine knots-an hour, and that had he 
(the Premier) clone his business properly while 
he was in London, he would have taken alter
n::ttive tenders for eleven and nine knots. He 
did attend to his business properly while he 
was in J<:ngland, and he did get alternative 
tenders, hut he knew too much what was clue to 
his position as Treasurer of the colony to con
sider the eleven-knot tender that was proposed. 
He found that he could not get a contract for an 
eleven-knot service for less than £95,000 a-year. 
Was he to come out with an alternative tender of 
that kind in his pocket merely to suit the 
scruples of the hon. member for Rockhampton? 
Let the Committee understand plainly what this 
service was. It was a mail service which 
delivered letters in Brisbane two days after 
the quickest time by which they could be 
delivered hy the P. and 0. Company. That 
was supposing everything worked smoothly 
in the overland service in Victoria and New 
South \Vales, and supposing the A.S.N. Com
pany would be ready the moment the letters 
arrived to tranship them, and bring them 
on. Suppose he had gone to the additional 
e.xpense of getting an eleven M knot service at an 
expense of £95,000, he should have landed those 
mails in Brisbane just exactly three days sooner, 
so that he would have spent twice the money to 
get a service that would confer an advantage so 
slight that it would be inappreciable to any prac
tical man. Some hon. members had persistently 
kept in the background the fact that this was a 
mail service which secured eleven knots an hour 
between London and Singapore, with a minimum 
of 220 miles a day after that. It would be ex
ceeded, he believed. There was every pro
]·mbility that it \Vcmld be exceeded, but, at 
any rate, they secured eleven knots from l<:ng
land to Singapore and back, the slow portion of 
the route being between Singapore ami Brisbane. 
In order to get a quick service between Singapore 
and Brisbane which was to secure to Queensland 
three days more time (the steamers running· 
through), they were bound to have the speed on 
the steamers between London and Singapore the 
same as between Singapore and Brisbane. In 
order, therefore, to secure this advantage he would 
have had to make an arrangement for the ships 
to run at the rate of eleven knots an hour ; 
but the advantage to the colony was not so 
great that it would be worth the additional 
subsidy for either mails or cargo. It was 
of great importance to the colony-and this 
was a great point of the mail service-that 
the same ship that left London should come to 
Brisbane, but he could not get it as a nine-knot 
service except at a most exorbitant figure. He 
was bound, therefore, to the maximum speed of 
nine or nine and a-half knots an hour, in order to 
get such a subsidy as he thought the colony could 
afford. The result was that he got the nine-knot 
service. The only disadvantage, seeing that they 
had the advantage of an eleven-knot service be
tween London and Singapore, was that there was 
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a slow portion between Singapore and Brisbane, 
which, as he had shown, would only runnunt to 
three days between London ttml llrisbttne. 
\Vould any h'"'· member, therefore, staml up 
and say that he ought to have sacrificed the 
great amount of money r·"quired to make LlJl the 
subsidy for an eleven-knot service'! It certainly 
could not have been done for le.'" thanfrnm tilii, 000 
to £100,000. 'l'he leader of the Oppooition said 
thiR evening that '.vhen he fin;t beg}Lll to con~it1er 
the contract there \Vas ~tn evident di:-;po~ition on 
his si< le of the House to impnwe it; but he (the 
Premier) appealed to any hon. member who liked 
to tell the truth, whether the slightest nmnifesta
tion to study the contract ou its real merits \ms 
ever exhibited on the other side of the Ronse ' 
EverLody knew the hon. member's al1ility to 
nutke improvements in .llills ; they knew that 
hit~ ability in uuLnufactnring anlenthnents was 
greater than tlmt of any other member in the 
I-louse. lii:-; der-:ire to rna,ke antl-'lHhnents "\\','lf-.; 

sn strong that he (JI.Ir. ::\[cllwmith) bclievecl 
that there had never been a Bill brought be
fore the House, however small, tlmt did 
not provoke the hon. nlernller into n1n..ldng 
son1e, either tn mflke or rua.r. l[e haclseen hiln 
bring in as nlally aH 150 ameu(lruents to one 
Bill. The hon. gentleman now S<ticl that he Wlls 
prepared to show lJy his notes that he was actually 
prepared to nwve ::nnendrnents to this contract 
when it cmue before the House. He (the Premier) 
quite believed him. They had gone very little 
into the contract before the hon. gentlernan gave 
himself up, l)(J<ly and soul, to the most mhid 
srJiritr-:: on hi:-; own ~ide, and he had lH~en their tool 
ever since. The hon. geutle1nan knewnowperfectly 
well what he had been doing·. an cl tlmt his punish
ment was coming on as surely as he stood before him. 
PerhapH the nwst aNtounding doctrine ever pnt 
before the House was that propounded by the 
member for i'vf aryborough, who confessed that it 
was unaccountable that the obstruction ,,~as 
allowed to be carried OIL He himself disclaimed 
any responsibility, and said the Government 
oug·ht to be responsible for the position of affairs, 
becm1se they had the power to nse the iron-hand. 
In effect he said, '' \V e are miserable sinners
you are strong men ; do get us back to the 
paths of virtue ! " The hem. gentlenmn said 
that the Government had '" strong majority, 
and suggested that whenever he (the Premier) 
got the Speaker into the chair he might put down 
the iron-hand aml prevent the recurrence of such 
scenes of obstruction as had been witnessed 
during the pm;t fe\v weeks. Haviug that power 
the hon. gentleman said it was the Premier's duty, 
as leader of the House, to put it into operation. 
'l'his argument was one of the most miserable 
he ever heard introduced on the floor of the 
House ;-to say nothing of the hc1n. gentlen1an 
completely ig·noring the funclamental principles 
of parlian1entary governn1ent, to apply an arg11-
ment of that kinrl to the intelligence of hon. 
meinbers \vas an insult to their con11non-sense. 
\Vhat the hon. gentleman said was, "We admit 
that we are doing wrong, but it iK your 
business to restrain us and prevent us." Mr. 
Edward Kelly might come forward with ex
actly the sttme argument, and say to the 
Governn1ent of Victoria, "You are a strong 
Government ; you can employ lots of police ; 
you have a majority ; why have you not 
kept me in the paths of virtue, and prevented 
1ne from becon1ing a crin1inal ?" It \Vas certainly 
strange thttt a member with the experience of 
the hon. member for J\fttryboroug-h should beg 
the Government to put an end to this obstruction 
by using the irmi-hand. He (the Premier) hoped 
it w>cs not tt symptom of what they were going
to have \V hen the hon. gentlentan got into power. 
But he did not think there was much fear of 
that, fnr the man who clicl not know his 

own mind half-an-hour together would al. 
ways make the mildest of l\iinisters. He 
ha<l tt few words to say about the cry which 
had been repe,1tecl over and over, that he had 
made the ratific:.tion of the contract a party 
<]nestion. How did he make it? \Vhen he in
troducer! the mail contract on July 15, he said-

'' t-;o far a~ he was concerned, he considel'ed this a 
GovP-l'l1lllCllt mensnre ot' tlJC greatest i.lnportauce; and, 
if the IIon~e had not t'aith euongh in the Government 
to follow their policy in tl1i::< important contract, it was 
time tl!;tt it took ste]JS to got other men to till their 
placev.. 

Through that announcement it had been said 
that he h~d prevented discussion on the mail con
tract on its merits, that he had taken illegitimate 
means of forcing· the contract through the House, 
and that he had misappliecl the power that he 
po::;se8Hed a<.J Prmnier to force on his O\Vn party 
and the House a contract in which they did not 
believe. \Vhether the words quoted amounted to 
making the question a party one he would not 
dispute, but he would tell the House the exact 
position in which he was placed. Having taken 
a very a.ctive part in rnaking the contract, in 
which their ability as business men was shown 
as fttr as it could be, he felt, and the l\Iinistry 
felt, that were a majority of the House to refuse 
the ratification of the contract he would be unfit 
to leacl the Government, because if the House had 
not the confidence to trust them to make the con
tract they (the Government) were not fit men to 
lead. He would not accept a degrading position 
-he would not continue at the head of the 
J\linistry haLl a majority refused to mtify the 
contract. These being his opinions, would he 
not have lJeen doing tt dishonest thing had he 
not told the House how he regarded the contract? 
If a majority had refused the ratification, and he 
had resigned, would not members of his party 
have said, "You have taken a serious respon
sibility by resigning·. You should have told us 
beforelmnd, so that we mig-ht know the alter
native." It wtts a fact that, had a majority 
refused to mtify the contract, he would have 
resigned-then why should he not tell the 
House? The announcement had been twisted 
by the Opposition to support the argument 
that he had " gagged " the debates ttnd 
prevented the matter being· fairly discussed. He 
believed the matter had been discussed ad 
nrmseam. He would never like to see a matter 
debated or torn in pieces so much in the Rouse 
again. They had behaved like children, when 
they ought to have been tloing other work far in 
advance of that before the Committee. The 
reawn tlmt the Opposition had assigned, that his 
making- it a party <]Uestion had led to the ac
rinwnious discussion and 'vaste of time which 
had resulted, would not stand investigation for a 
minute. The member for Rockhampton was not 
present, but he must say what he intended to 
say regarding him, whether the hon. member 
W<ts pre,ent or not. He ought to be in his place. 
The member for North Brisbane (Mr. (}riffith) 
used, the other evening, what he considerecl a 
very telling argument. He took the mem
bers on the Government side who had not 
spoken, and reasoned that he should take for 
granted that they did not believe in the con
tract, although most likely they would vote for it. 
If the argument were good for his side, it was 
certainly only fair that the hon. member for 
Blackall should apply the same argument to the 
hon. member for Rockhampton, and it would 
apply to that hon. member with great force. 
The hon. member for Hockhampton was entirely 
against the opinion of all classes of his con· 
stituents on the subject of the contract and on 
many others. The hem. mem1Jer had told the 
Rouse tlmt he conscientiously believed that he 
waR in "ccord with the opinion of his constitu• 
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ents-how had the hon. member found that out? 
He (the Premier) had seen a telegram from the 
President of the Chamber of Commerce at Hock
hampton, intimating that a resolution had been 
carried by the Chamber, that in its opinion the 
proposerl mail contract would be generally ad van 
tageous to the colony. 

Mr. GHIFFITH : Six members were present. 
The PREMIER said the hon. gentleman need 

not laugh at only six members being· present. 
He did not know how many were rccnJly 
present, but he had seen meetings of the 
Chamber of Commerce in Brisbane when not 
more than six members were present, and 
very good business was transacted. He was 
quite satisfied that the gentlemen who were 
present at the Rockhampton meeting repre
sented the opinions of the merchants of Hock
hampton. He had also seen another telegram 
from the Mayor of He>ckhampton, expressing a 
strong opinion exactly the same way. He had 
also seen a telegram to the effect that some of 
the principal supporters of the hon. member for 
Hockhampton the last time he was elected had 
telegraphed to and written to him requesting him 
to vote for the contract. If his late supporters 
-the men who contributed to put him into Par
liament-the Mayor of the town and the Presi
dent of the Chamber of Commerce did not re
present, to some extent, the opinion of Hock
hampton he should like to know where it 
could be gathered? All those people the 
hem. member had against him, and unless he 
"hedged " he had no chance of being again re
turned for Rockhampton in another Parliament. 
He hoped that now hon. members had had time 
to discuss the question upon all its points the 
Opposition would come to a decision on some 
point connected with the matter, to show, at all 
events, the strength of parties. He believed 
himself that if the Opposition could only see a 
decent way out of the difficulty they would he 
only too glad to concede the whole matter. He 
was perfectly sure that the leader of the Opposi
tion must feel uncomfortable under the responsi
bilities which were imposed on him, because he 
was even forced to condemn the high-handed way 
in which the hon. member (Mr. Douglas) in
sisted on advising the Government to make 
members feel the iron-hand resolution. He was 
satisfied that there were as many members oppo
site in favour of the contract as there were 
against it. Could the matter have been con
sidered by the Opposition, irrespective of party, 
he believed it would have passed by a larger 
majority than it was likely to get. 

Mr. GRIFFITH said the arguments usecl by 
the Government that evening were not sufficient 
to alter the conclusions previously arrived at. 
He did not want to go over the whole matter 
again, not thinking it fair to answer the same 
arguments afresh. If the Premierliked to have the 
last word he was welcome to it. The hon. gentle
man wanted to have a division now, to show 
the strength of parties, knowing that six mem
bers of the Opposition were absent. They would 
be all present to-morrow and be prepared to vote, 
if there was any necessity. He was not prepared 
to take a division that evening, in order to get a 
record of the numbers. 

The PHEMIER said the hon. gentleman 
knew very well that he was not afraid of a 
division being taken at any time, and that if six 
of his supporters were absent as many Govern
ment supporters were also away. He hoped the 
hon. gentleman was not asking for another week 
to consider the speech that he (Mr. Mcllwraith) 
had just delivered, and frame a reply to it. He 
trusted the hon. gentlemen did not intend fol
lowing the example of the hem. member for 
Rockhampton, who took a speech delivered by 

him (Mr. l\Tcllwraith) five weeks ago, and to
night made a blundering reply to it. The hon. 
gentleman should be prepared to answer his 
speech that evening. 

Mr: GRIFFITH said he did not ask for delay 
in order to prepare a reply to the Premier's 
speech. He could reply to it at once, but did 
not think it was fair at that time of the evening 
to repeat old arguments. 

Mr. MACDOXALD-PAT.ERSON said, with 
regard to what had fallen about the Hockhamp
ton Chamber of Commerce, it was only fair to 
mention that the Chamber comprised seYenty 
members, and that only six were present nt a 
meeting which was most hurriedly called, and 
was, for that reason, designated "special." He 
understood that a memorial was going round 
Hockhampton, which had been prepared by 
Ministerial Hu pporters, requesting hixn to with
tl,raw opposition to the mail contract. The 
l~ockhampton people must be indifferently in
formed of what was going on if they supposed 
his withdrawal would affect the question. The 
Government had the power to carry it, and the 
Rockhampton people knew it. These manipula
tions by wire and post were done for the purpose 
of distracting the attention of the people of 
Hockhampton from the real issue. He would not 
follow the example of reading telegrams that he 
had received neutralising those to which refer
ence had been made. As the member for Dalby 
had said-were m em hers to read the communica
tions that they received they would have enough 
to do. vV as there no member on the Govern
ment side who had received communications 
adverse to his action, and who yet sat silent? 

Mr. SIMPSON : I don't believe there is one. 
:Mr. MACDOKALD-PATJ~RSON said that 

he would not make any invidious distinctions. 
vVith respect to the matter before the Commit
tee, he would say that he was quite prepared 
that any three or six seats on the Opposition 
side, including Hockhampton, should be selected 
to test the question with the same num
ber of seats on the Government side. He 
would be glad to go before his constituents 
to-morrow, because he felt satisfied that he 
would be returned to his present position. He 
admitted that it was an exalted position, and 
hence he took care to act conscientiously. He was 
by no means devoid of a proper appreciation of 
the responsibilities attaching to his action in this 
matter, and to say that he did not represent Hock
hampton was to give a slap in the face to the hun
dreds of men who voted for him. It had been said 
on the other side, with respect to meetings in cer
tain electorates, that they were organized by the 
opponents of supporters of the Government. It 
was quite fair, then, for him to retort that the 
meetings held in his own electorate were or
ganized by persons opposed to himself. He did 
not think it consistent with the Lluty of a repre
sentative that he should float his flag to every 
breeze that blew. 

Mr. MOHEHEAD agreed with the hon. 
member for Rockhampton in his conception of 
the duty of a representative ; but he was, never
theless, perfectly sure that the hon. member did 
not represent his constituents in this matter. 
The hon. member knew perfectly well that a 
majority of the inhabitants of Hockhampton 
were in favour of the mail contract, as pro
posed by the Government. The hon. mem
ber's suggestion that four or five members 
upon the Opposition side should resign and meet 
the same number of members from the Govern
ment side was beside the question. He had 
already pointed out that members on the Gov
ernment side had a numericnl majority not only 
in that House but also in the country. There 
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was not a man who was acquainted with Hock
hampton who would not bear him out in what he 
said with reference to the action of Mr. Paterson. 
Most hon. members opposite knew nothing 
beyond the requirements of their own ·small 
electorates. What, for instance, did Mr. Mac
far lane, the hon. member for Ipswich, know 
about Rockhampton? What did the hon. 
members for Oxley and South Brisbane know 
about it? But there were men on the Govern
ment side who knew the colony from one end 
to the other ; and the opinion of these 
men was entitled to more consideration at the 
hands of the Committee than the opinions of 
hon. members opposite. No one, for instance, 
knew more of the colony and its wants than the 
hon. member for Blackall; and he sat on the 
Government side of the How,e and supported 
the present proposal of the Government. The 
hon. member for Maryborough, l'IIr. Douglas, 
was also thoroughly a~quainted with the 
colony, and he was not at all sure that he was 
not making a mistake in voting with the Oppo
sition in this matter. No one doubted the great 
abilities of the leader of the Opposition ; but 
would anyone say that he had a better know
ledge of the wants of the colony than the 
Premier? ·what did the hon. member for 
Enoggera (Mr. Dickson) know of the wants of the 
colony except what he had acquired by reading? 
'The hon. member for Balonne (:Mr. Low) was 
perhaps the oldest colonist in the House; and 
yet he asked for the mail contract proposals of 
the Government. \Vould anyone dispute the 
assertion that the hon. member for Moreton 
opposed the contract from a narrow point 
of view- from a desire to either embarrass 
or eject from office the present occupants 
of the Treasury benches? Personally he did 
not care very much which side of the House 
was in office as long as he had honest ad
ministration; and he maintained that the ad
ministration of the present Government was 
honest. He thought the Government had 
yielded too much to the Opposition, and that 
they should have dealt with them with a firmer 
hand. He hoped there would be some finality to 
this question, and that in the course of a day or 
two it would be settled in one way or the other. 

On the motion of the Premier, the House re
sumed, and the Chairman reported no progress, 
and obtained leave to sit again to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at twenty minutes to 
11 o'clock. 
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