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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Thursdccy, 26 A1cgust, 1880. 

::\lotion for Adjonrnment.-retitlon.-Formal Business. 
- rroposetl Railway to X erang. -:Steamer rasses to 
:Thlembcrs.-Adjournmcnt. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 
l\Ir. KELLETT s::tid he desired to move the 

adjournment of the House for the purpose of 
nmking :1 personal explan::ttion-to call attention 
to the misreport of his speech yesterday evening, 
which appeared in the Hansa1·d of this morning_ 
In that report he was made to say words he 
never uttered, and ex::tctly opposite to what he 
did say. He was m::tde to say-

" 'l'herc had been several meetings in his district in 
favonr ofit"-

meaning the mail contmct. He never said any
thing of the kind, and could not have done so, 
because it would have been an utter falsehood. 
·what he did say was that there had been several 
meetings in the Stanley electorate, but that both 
the proposers and seconders at those meetings 
were opponents of his at the last election. He 
never said there was a meeting in favour of the 
mail contract, as there was not one. He was 
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sorry to have to call attention to this fact, for 
since he had been in the House he had been re
markably faithfully reported ; and he had won
dered how the speeches were so well reported. 
But he had noticed a great difference during 
the present session. Some speeches were very 
well reported-nothing could be better, and 
with others nothing could be worse. After 
listening carefully in the House to those speeches 
he found, on reading them next clay in Hansm·d, 
that they were nothing like what the speakers 
really said. He did not know where the fault 
lay-whether in the new men, or what-but 
there was something wrong that required amenrt
ment. While on the subject, he would call 
attention to another fact. After he left the 
House last evening the hon. member for Northern 
Downs (Mr. Thorn)-as was usual with him when 
he (Mr. Kellett) was not present-made a good 
many allusions to him. He was very fond of 
making allusions to the members for Stanley, who 
were both able to take care of themselv-es without 
any assistance from him. The hon. member 
(Mr. Thorn) was pretty well known to the hon. 
members for Stanley, especially to the senior 
member, who was the man who first introduced 
him to the House and fathered him for a lonl£ 
time, and was acquainted with some of the dirty 
little transadions of hi• life. J!'or that reason 
the hon. member (Mr. 'l'horn) did not like him. 
His colleague could tell of all the pieces of 
villainy transacted by him for many years over 
elections, and all his misdoings of every descrip
tion. The great objection the hon. member had 
to himself (Mr. Kellett) was that at the last elec
tion for Fassifern, the hon. member who now re
presented it-Mr. Persse-was absent for a few 
days before the election took place, and, being a 
friend of his, he did what, he was sure, the 
hon. member would have done for him if their 
positions had been reversed-he assisted him 
while absent; and he was not ashamed to say 
that in consequence of his efforts on that occa
sion the hon. member (Mr. Thorn) was defettted. 
That hon. member was very bitter on the sub
ject-so much so that he told him the other day 
that the next electorate he intended to contest 
was Fassifern ; he had now said that if the hon. 
members for Stanley would resign, he would 
resign his seat for Northern Downs and fight the 
election with them. He did not believe any mem
ber of the House would for choice contest :tn elec
tion with the hon. member. If there was any 
little thing the hon. member ever learned or strove 
in, it was the villainy carried on at elections, at 
which he was an adept. It was well known 
to old members of the House-though, perhalJS, 
not to some new members- that there was tt 
house in Ipswich, not very far from the polling
place, where the hon. member kept an old Jew
shop. He had as many old clothes and false 
beards tts any Jew-shop in town, and the hon. 
member was himself the head dresser. It was 
well known, further, that at one notable election 
the hon. member was the means of sending one 
man in to vote sixteen times. Other things of 
the same kind were so notorious that no man 
would from choice fight an election against him, 
because he would not stoop to the smne mettns 
of gaining it. It was well known that the lttte 
l\'Ir. Coxen lost his seat for Western Downs by a 
forged telegram sent from Ipswich. The hon. 
member (Mr. Thorn) hrtd acknowlecl1£ed over am! 
over again that he was instrumental in sending 
that forged telegram. 

The HoN. G. THOHN: No; the senior mem
ber for Stanley knew who sent it. 

Mr. KELLETT said he had heard the hon. 
member (Mr. Thorn) say that he sent it; he took 
the honour of it, ttt all events, and it was well 
known how the election turned out. At the 

next election the hon. member travelled to Dalby 
with a great lottd of old sacks full of clothes, 
wig·s, and beards to manipulate the election ; 
but the people were up to him by tlmt time, mu! 
were too mttny for him, and J\llr. J oslnm l'eter 
Bell was returned. Such was the hon. meml.Jer 
who wante<l everybody to resign hi~ seat <md 
contest an election with him-a man who would 
stoop to anything mean and clisreputable to gain 
his ends. 'rhat was the man who came here to 
obstruct business by making such speeches tts he 
delivered last night. The hon. memlJer talked 
about running down the squtttters. "\Vhy did he 
run them down? Because the first and only 
venture he n1ade in his life in squatting wns as 
great a failure as ever a n1an tnrtcle in the world. 
He could tell him ttbout Gowrie Plains, the 
only station the hon. member eYer held, mHl over 
which he lost considerably. It was lucky for 
the hon. member thttt he had a father hefmc 
him who httd 1mtde money ; if he lmcl m•t 
he would have lJeen a Le~gar on the Htreet" 
to-day : the hon. member never earned an 
honest penny in his life-that wtts well known 
both inside and outside the House. l\lttny ycttrs 
a~o, when :Mr. l'iittcttlister was at the head of 
affairs, the hon. rne1nber \Vent crying to hin1 
to be put into office, oaying tlmt his father 
ttnd mother thretttencd to turn him out of 
the hou;;e ; they would not ttllow him to otop 
with them, ami he lmcl nowhere to go to bite or 
sip. The hon. member's parents told him they 
would not httve tt man in the hou;;e who wtto " 
loafer and never did a day's \vork for a, living, 
while the other members of the family \\"ore 
workin~ for theiro. That was how the hon. 
member became '' l\linister of the Crown and tt 
Premier who was the disgTace of ({ueenshmd ; 
and that was the member who presumed to get 
up and talk to hem. members who had clone 
nothing tlmt they were ttshamecl of. The hou. 
member httcl better lea Ye the members for Stanley 
alone in the future, for they were both ttlJle to 
protect themselves either in the House or out of it. 
vVhile he was absent last night the hon. member 
(l'iir. O'Sullivan), in <Ulswering the hon. member 
for Northern Downs, pointed out much better 
than he could the disgraceful tmnso.ctions of 
which the hon. member had been guilty; but 
not a word of it wtts reported in .Hanw1"<l to-dtty. 
He should like to know by whose authority re
ports of speeches were eliminated from l:lanwrd. 
There ought to be tt fair ttnd impartial report of 
the speeches made in the House. If tt speaker 
said anything wrong his worcls wouldcmne back 
upon him. The hon. member (l\Ir. O'~ulli\'ttn) 
told of transttctions which were even worse than 
he (Mr. Kellett} could tell, and he hoped the hon. 
member would now repeat them so that they 
might be reported in Hans,wd. 

Mr. STJ<;VENSON said that tts the question 
of reporting in Ilansard had croppecl up, he 
should like to say a word or two in connection 
with it. He httcl noticed lately thttt many 
speeches had been entirely omitted, pttrticubrly 
those made l1y hon. members on the J\Tinioterial 
side, while those made by hon. members of the 
Opposition had been very fully reported. He 
did not object to reports being abridg-ed to tt cer
tain extent, but he thought oome fairplay shouhl 
be shown. He did not sec, esr>ecially, why such 
rot as the lwn member (l'iir. Thom) talked last 
night should ]Je reported, and the opcech of the 
hon. member (Mr. O'Sullivttn) left out altogether. 
The other night the learter of the Opposition got 
up and lectured this side of the House, ttml 
talked about their having ]Jrought the proceed· 
ings of the House into contempt. That was 
all cttrefully reportecl, _ami so wtts the remark that 
certain members on the l\1 inistcrial side were lnrri
kins; but not a word of reply wtts put into Ilan
scwd. He, himself (Mr. Stevenson), nmcle a speech 
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on that occasion which was not reported, and he 
would repeat it now in the hope that it would 
find its way into Hansa1·d. He pointed out, and 
he believed conclusively, that the leader of the 
Opposition-or, as the Colonial Secretary said, 
the nominn.l leader of the Opposition-had clone 
more, both as >1. member and as a Minister 
of the Crown, to bring the proceedings of the 
House into contempt ;-that as a leading mem
ber of the House he had used every influence 
he could, both his own and that of secret so
cieties, to turn out some of the most respect
able and honoured members of the House, and 
put in members who had lowered the tone 
of the Assembly and disgraced it-men who 
had disf',Taced themselves before setting foot 
here. He also pointed out that as a l'IIinister of 
the Crown the hon. gentlenmn had prostituted 
his position for his own ends. The hem. member 
instituted suits with regarrl to the "dummy" 
question by which he filled his own pockets with 
fees to which he haelno more right than he (Mr. 
Stevenson) had. He likewise pointed out that 
the hrm. member had brought disgrace upon him
self and the House by bringing forward base 
accusations against the present l'IIinistry, which 
he (C\{r. Stevenson) believed were entirely un
foumled-accusations which coul<l only have been 
prompted by a base aml cowardly mind whose 
aim wa.s not directed towarrls truth. The hem. 
member had on every possible occasion put the 
House into a bad temper, which it was not likely 
to get out of for some time. The hon. member 
might be supportecl l1y a few agitators in Bris
bane, but he was perfectly satisfied that he had 
not public opinion with him. Touching the ques
tion of r[ansru·d reporting, he would not insinuate 
for a moment that the reporters in the gallery 
could be tampered with; at the same time, he 
thought it unfair that drivelling speeches like 
that of the hem. member for Northern Downs, 
last night, should be very fully reported because 
he had once been Premier of the colony, while 
the speech of the hon. member for Stanley, which 
was really relevant to the question, tJhould ]Je 
quite omitted. 

The COLONIAL SECRET~"RY (l\fr. Palmer) 
sairl he liked to be responsible for his own sins, 
and he found that a speech made by him last 
night was put clown to the Premier. The senior 
reporter's soul must be grieved at those mistake,, 
but he felt bound to point out that that was a 
serious mistake. The speech was his, and it was 
put down to the Premier. 

The l'IIINISTJ1;UJ<'OH WOUKS (:\lr. Macros
san) said that when, the other evening, it was 
proposed by some members of the House that 
the Spe>tker should exercise a censorship over 
HrtnManl, hon. members on the other side, more 
especially the hon. member for l'llaryborough 
(Mr. Douglas), objected to it strongly. If any 
censorship at all was desirable it should be exer
cised by the Speaker, who occupied the highest 
position in the House, who was the mouthpiece 
of it, and who was, to a certain extent, respon
silJle for its privileges. But, if the Speaker was 
not allowed to exercise that censorship, was it to 
be permitted that the reporters in the Hcmsa1·d 
g->tllcry should exercise it'? He (Mr. l'llacrossan) 
distinctly protested agttinst any censorship what
ever being exercised by any of the repor-ters, 
whether by the Principal Shorthand ·writer or 
any others in the gallery. If a man spoke 
in the House he was entitled to be reported, 
whether he had been a l\J:inister of the Crown 
or not. It was for the people outside who read 
Hansw·d to judge whether their representatives 
were fit to be in the House. If a censorship 
was to be exercised it should be exercised by 
the Speaker, and not by any person in the 
gttllery. He had never been in the habit of 

finding fault with the reports in Hama1·d, al. 
though he was at first opposed to its being es· 
tablished. He had always given the reporters 
full credit for trying to do their best ; but 
this session he had observed a very remark
able difference in the way in which speeches 
were reported in H<tma1·d to what they had 
been during previous sessions. His own speeches 
had been mixed up with those of other mem· 
bers in such a way that he could not under
stancl them. The other evening the speech of 
the hon. member for Ipswich (Mr. Thompson), 
and his own, were so mixed up that each was 
made to say what the other said. Of course, 
that could not have been done intentionally. 
But what happened last night was a pure exercise 
of censorship. The hon. member for Northern 
Downs occupied the floor for an hour and a-half, 
and during that time he was employed princi
pally in reading speeches from Hansa1·d and lead
ing articles from an Ipswich newspaper. In the 
Hnn"'wdreport those speeches and leading articles 
were left out, with a notification that they were 
read ; but nearly the whole of his speech, with the 
exception of the repetitions, which were numerous, 
was fully reported. The hon. member for Stanley 
answered him well, and his speech was carefully 
excised from Hansard. He wished to know 
upon what authority such a speech had been 
omitted from HansaTd? He took exception in 
this particular instance for a reason he was about 
to state. In the early part of last session some 
allusion was made by himself to certain action 
taken by the hon. member for Northern Downs 
with regard to the letting of the tenders for 
the third and fourth sections of the Western 
Railway, and the question was followed up 
severely by hon. members on the other side of 
the House. The leader of the Opposition 
moved for all the papers in connection with 
it, and when they were published he (Mr. 
Macrossan) drew attention to the fact that the 
tenders sent in by Bashford and Co. differed only 
in one pound and some shillings and pence from 
the Engineer's estimate of the cost of those two 
sections, with the exception of the 5 per cent. 
for contingencies which was usually added. The 
words which he used during one of the debates 
that took place bore very remarkably upon the 
words which fell from the hon. member for 
Stanley last night. His contention was, that 
the hon. member (Mr. Thorn), when Premier and 
Minister for ·works, had asked Mr. Stanley, the 
Chief Engineer of the :::louthern and Western 
Railway, for detailed estimates of the cost of 
the third ancl fourth sections of that railway-a 
thing unprecedented in the colony. On the occa
sion referred to, he (Mr. Macrossan) used these 
words:-

'' The detailed estimate was sent in with that m em or~ 
andum. He wa::; not in a position to prove whether the 
:\Iinister for ·works had actnally these things in his 
pocket; but this memorandum proved distinctly that 
they were asked for, and given to him one week before 
the tenders WCl'C deposited. rrhat was one SLatemeut 
he made, and here was the proof." 
The missing link was supplied last night by the 
hon. member for Stanley, and it was very care
fully left out by the Hcms<t?'d reporters; and 
that wa~ why he objected to allow the reporters 
in the gallery to exercise a censorship over Han· 
sct1·d. The missing link supplied by the hon. 
member was so strongly corroborative of what 
he had stated that it would be taken in a court 
of justice. The hon. member for Stanley said 
that the hon. member for Northern Downs drew 
out of his pocket the estimates of the Engineer
in-Chief upon which the tenders sent in by his 
brother were based. 

l\Ir. THORN: I deny it. 
The MINISTER FOR WORKS said there 

was one thing which the hon. member could not 
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deny, and that was that while he was Minister 
for Works his brother, a successful tenderer, was 
a member of the House when his tender was 
before him as Miniswr for Works. That was 
not a very creditable thing. It was a positive 
fact that when the tender was sent in his brother 
was a member of the House. It was a remark
able thing that he should have said that that was 
the only point missing, and twelve months after
wards to find it supplied by the hon. member for 
Stanley. He hoped that in future the members 
of the Hans,wd staff would do what they were 
paid for doing-report the speeches faithfully, 
and as nearly ~·erbatim, leaving out the verbiage 
and repetitions, as they possibly could. 

The HoN. J. DOUGLAS said he would say a 
word or two in reference to what had just fallen 
from the Minister for W arks. ·with regard to 
the censorship of Hansnnl, it was apparent that 
the proposition made the other day, that it should 
be exercised by the Speaker, was perfectly im
possible and impracticable. Of course, if the 
House wished to exclude any deLate from its 
proceedings it could give an instruction to that 
effect, and it might be desirable to devise a 
Standing Order by which such a thing could 
be clone. But he was sure that no Speaker 
would take upon himself the responsibility of 
exercising a censorship over Hansconl. The 
difficulties in the way were insuperable. He 
supposed the proofs of H'msard did not come in 
until 2 or 3 o'clock in the morning, and it was 
impossible to ask any Speaker to stay up and 
revise them and say what should be insertetl and 
what omitted. ·with regard to the discretion 
exercised by the reporters, they all desired tlmt 
Hansa>·d should be as correct a report of what 
was said as could be possiuly produced, and on 
the whole a very admiral1le report was pro
duced. But, as all would admit, there were 
occasions when debates must unavoidably be 
epitomised and the censorship must be applied. 
During the stonewalling, which unfortunately 
commenced last night, it would be impossible 
to report everything that was said. A staff 
three or four times as large as the present staff 
would be required to produce a 'L'erbatim report; 
and, under those circumstances, the reporters 
simply produced a summary. 'With regard to 
the speech of the hon. member for Northern 
Downs, he found the hon. member spoke for an 
hour and a-half, during which he read a great 
deal--

An HoNOURABLE M•;~IBER: It was two hours. 
Mr. DOUGLAS said that nevertheless his 

speech had been cut down to a single column. 
Had the hon. member been reported t'eJ·bati 1n 

the report would have occupied at least five 
or six columns, or perhaps two pages of Han
sard. The statement that unfair prominence 
had been given to Mr. Thorn could therefore 
hardly be correct. Then with regard to the 
speech of the hon. member for Stanley (Mr. 
O'Sullivan), it was really a very witty and 
amusing speech, hut there were some parts of 
it which he regretted to ouser\'e on account 
of the strong personal feeling evidenced. If 
speeches were to be cut down when the season of 
stonewalling began, hon. members on both sides 
must be prepared to accept a certain amount of 
abridgment. The speech of the hem. member (Mr. 
O'Sullivan), as reported in this morning's Han
sa>·d, was evidently epitomisetl, but the report was 
a very good abstract of what the hon. member did 
say, and probably contained all that it was essen
tial for the public to know. He considered that a 
wise discretion had been used in the abridgment 
of JYir. Thorn's speech and of the subsequent one. 
So far all time was concerned, he suspected that 
the hon. member for Stanley occupied a larger 
proportion of space than the hon. member for 

Northern l)owns. \Vith regard to the statement 
made by the Minister for ·works, that hon. gen
tleman could hardly expect the House to re
discuss a question which had been discussecl 
on more than one occasion last session. It 
was rather amusing to hear the hon. member 
refer to the rnissing link as having been sup
plied by the hon. member (Mr. O'Sullivan) last 
night, and the statement required some further 
explanation. His recollection of the whole 
transaction of last session was this : A charge 
was made last session by the :Minister for \V orks, 
and was emphatically disposed of at the time. 
As far as he could remember, the recommemla
tion of the Minister for \Vorks {Mr. Thorn) was 
thnt a tender of :Messrs. Bashford and Company, 
which came up for consideration, shonlcl not be 
accepted; and it was not accepted accorclingly. 

The MIKISTER }'Olt WOEKS: One tender 
was accepted. 

Mr. GRIFFITH: Not that one. 
The l\IINISTEI~ FOie WOicKS : Both ten

ders were added together ; the question does 
not apply to one of the tenders, but to both to
gether. 

M:r. DOUGLAS said he must really decline 
to rediscm1s that question at the present moment ; 
but he was rather amu,ed at the ''""'Y in which 
the l\Iinister for \Vorks discover·ed the missing 
link which enahletl him to convict the hon. mem
ber tor Northern Downs. The st>ttement of the 
htm. member (l'IIr. O'Sullivan) w''" rmtde at a 
tirne when the hem. member was rather excited 
on account of something which had uecn said 
about his absent colleague, and the hon. member 
took the cnse up very \\·armly, and perhaps snid 
some things which he afterwards regretted. The 
hem. member and the hun. member for Northern 
Downs had been gooel friends of oltl, and he was 
extremely sorry that those very spicy person
alities were indulged in in the way they were. 
Knowing that the hem. members respected one 
another, he was sorry to hear things saitl which 
would be afterwards regretted. 

Mr. GHIFFI'rH said it was a great pity tlrrtt 
the Minister for vVorks had referred to that 
matter which took place last session. 

The COLOKIAL SJWRETAEY: Why? 
Mr. GRIFFITH said it was a pity, for 

reasons which he was about to give. On the 15th 
May, last yettr, the Minister for \Vorks made 
serious charges against the hon. rnember for 
Northern Downs-he accused him, in fact, of 

·collu"ion with tenderers to enable them to get an 
advantage while occupying the position of Minis
ter for Public \Vorks. At that time there 
was no sufficient materi"l before the House 
to enable hon. members to ascertain the 
facts upon which the charges were based. He 
therefore immediately gave notice of motion for 
the prodnction of ]mpers ; the papers were sub
sequently vroduced; and on the 4th August the 
nmtter was discussed on the motion for the 
House to go into committee of supply. It was 
then pointed out that this imaginary coincidence 
did not exist, even on P"Per-the tenders elid not 
agree with the Engineer-i11-Chief's eHtilnates. It 
appeared from the papers that the :Engineer-in
Chief\ estirmtte for the two sections was £135,442, 
or, with 5 per cent. added, £142,214. 13ashford 
and Company sent in, for the two sections, two 
tender:-;, which together, inclu<ling everything, 
amounted to £13f>,443. 'ro leave out from the 
Eng-ineer-in-Chief's estimates the 5 per cent. for 
contingencies wonlcl be just about as reasonable 
a' to lP~we out his estimate for earth works. The 
item for contingencies was put in by the Engi
neer-in-Chief in rnttking his estimate, just as it 
was by the contractor when framing- his tender, 
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That was all pointed out in the course of the 
debate. It also appeared that the estimates of 
the Engineer-in-Chief for the two sections in
cluded in the contmct were:-:B'or No. 3,£78,966; 
for No. 4, .£G3,247; and that Bashford and Com
pany's tenders were-No. 3, £72,959; No. 4, 
£G2, 483. It was also shown that Bashford 
and Company's prices for the various items 
of the work re<ruired to be done differed 
in nearly every instance frmn those given 
in the I~ngineer's estimates; so that any approxi
m~ttion of the tot~tls could be merely accidental. 
It \Vas shown as clearly as anything could be 
that the charge against the hon. member for 
Northern Downs had entirely broken down. 
Th!tt being the case, why had the hon. member 
chosen this opportunity of reviving the question? 
The affair had taken place so long before that 
the particulars had quite dropped out of his 
(Mr. Uri±fith's) memory, and he had found it 
necessary to look through Hnnsa1'11 for the 
debate, when he found that the whole 
thing had been thoroughly exposed. All that 
took place in the Cabinet on the subject 
was also in the debate for those who wished to 
see it. 'rhe whole thing was thoroug-hly ex
plainer!, and it was shown that the n,ccusation 
of the Minister for Worh had no substantial 
foundation. It was a pity that a thing of thn,t 
kind should be revived. The one serious thing 
in the transaction, according to the :Minister 
for \Vorks, was that a member of the 
firm of Bashford and Co. was a brother to the 
then Minister for \Vorks ; but he should be 
sorry to think that the mere fact of a member 
of a tendering firm being the brother of a Minis
ter should be considered sufficient ground to ac
cuse that Minister of corruption. He said that 
deliberately, and was sorry to hear that the 
Minister for vVorks apparently considered that 
it was a sufficient ground. 

~Ir. O'SuLLIV AN said the leader of the 
Opposition had, as was usual with him, never 
tnncherl the real point. As the hon. member for 
:Maryl"Jrough had said, he (1Ir. O'Sullivan) 
might he sorry for some things he had said, but 
there '"'·"'little bit of method in his sorrow. The 
Speaker had noticed, and the House harluoticed, 
that the hon. member for Northern Downs had 
neglected no opportunity <luring the last three 
months of exhil>iting the two members for Stanley 
before the House. The hon. member had taken 
a splemlitl opportunity last nig·ht of exhibiting 
the junior member for Stanley-though in many 
things the junior member for St11nley was his 
(Mr. O'Snllivan's) senior-hut it was not nece,;scwy 
to repeat the things which the hon. member saitl.. 
If he (Mr. O'Sullivan) harl any fault at all-and 
he had a gre:tt many-it was that he always took 
the part of those that were absent, even if they 
were his enemies. There was a method in the 
hon. member's (:\fr. Thorn's) ramblings, and he 
took care to tell hon. members what that method 
was. The hon. member said that his arrows were 
poisoned; and, when he (Mr. O'Sullivan) heard 
that, he made up his mind that two could play 
at that gmue. He, however, made no pel'· 
sonal attacks-he tried to keep away from that. 
The hon. member said that the hon. member for 
Stanley would lose his deposit money if he ever 
stood for Stanley ag:cin. All thn,t was very cheap. 
The leader of the Opposition, howeYer, forgot to 
mention the important ]Xtrt of what he (J\ lr. 
0'::-\nllivan) saicl. He (Mr. 0'::-lulliYan) never 
nmde up speeches-he did not care what he said, 
so far as wishing to see his name in HanHnrd-
n,nd he was thoroughly satisfied with the re
porters. Ko complaints ever came from him
he had no need for being so particular, as he did 
not intend to l1e n, J\Iinister of the Crown or 
have hi8 n:1me going- clown to posterit;r. J[o 
shoul<l drop into olJlivion as abler men l1efore 

him had, and therefore he said just what he 
thought. He took this opportunity of saying 
that he was sorry the hon. member should have 
provoked the reply he got. ·with regard to the 
tender, he was prepared to give the hon. member 
the finest possible opportunity of contradicting 
what he had said. He should go outside and re
peat what he had said, taking no advantage of 
the privileges of the House. The hon. member 
got these tenders in an improper and unprece
dented way from the Chief :B~ngineer ; he had 
them in his pocket anrl showed them to him 
(Mr. O'Sullivan) ; he (Mr. O'Sullivan) could find 
two other men who saw them ; and he be
lieved he knew the man who made out the 
contract. He (Mr. O'Sullivan) had been the 
greatest possible friends with Mr. Bashford ; 
and nothing he could fairly have done for Mr. 
Bashford he had not done. The late Mr. Thorn 
was also his particular friend. He (Mr. O'Sulli
van) was in the House the whole time the discus
sion was going on ; but it was no part of his 
business to speak. He did not intend to he 
Ministerial scavenger and tell-tales. If anything 
had been done wrong it was for the Minister for 
\V arks to find it out-he was well paid for it. 
That was his (Mr. O'Sullivan's) reason for not 
meddling. This gentleman (Mr. Thorn) should 
not throw stones at him and the other hon. 
member for Stanley; but it was notorious that 
the hon. member talked for over two hours at 
them last night. Did the hon. member think 
that he had no feeling? The very fact of his 
colleetgue being absent exalted that hon. mem
ber in his estimation. He did not know 
whether his statement was a missing link or not; 
but he knew that the hon. member (Mr. Thorn) 
had the tenders in his pocket, and that he (Mr. 
O'Sulli, an) saw them ; and that two other men 
saw them. He knew the hon. member had had 
a brother in the House-they were like vultures 
over a carcase, watching those benches until the 
hon. member got into power. Then the hon. 
meml1er squared matters, and as soon as he got the 
tenders walked quietly out of office. \Vith re
gard to the telegram which the hon. member 
(Mr. Kellett) referred to as having been sent 
to Dalby, with the intention of defeating 
Mr. Coxen in his contest with the late Mr. 
Thorn, he would do the hon. member (Mr. 
Thorn) the justice to say that he did not send it. 
'fhe hon. member knew that it was sent by a 
man from Dalhy, who was then in his (J\fr. 
O'Sullivan's) house, berause the hon. member 
was there. It was sent in the interest of his 
(1Ir. Thorn's) brother, but not by the hon. 
member. The hon. member was not the man 
to concoct snch an affair ; it was done by a 
carpenter in Dalby. If that statement were con
tradicted he was prepared to go into names and 
figures. There was another man, also, in the 
house. The man who sent the telegram was 
within reach, and could be got within an hour. If 
he was vexed with the hnn. member last night 
because of the way that he went on, he would 
not do him an injustice. He also said that the 
hon. member was outwardly in a hurry to have 
the Fassifern line started, bnt the reason of that 
was because there were 32,000 acres of land in 
the vicinity belonging to the Thorn family. The 
estate was being wound up, but the land would 
fetch nothing comparatively until the railway 
was got. Those :i'l,OOO acres of land were the 
father of the :B'assifern line. He was not opposctl 
to the line, but he did not think it was so im
portant as a line to deep water, or thn,t 
it would do Ipswich any good; lmt he dirl 
not know that it would increase the valne of the 
32,000 acres. He could not contradict the stn,te
ment made by his colleagne with regard to the 
false whiskers and old clothes. When the elec
tions to which n,llusion had been made were 
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on, men were hired to vote ; and one voted 
as Doctor so-and-so, and n,nother n,s Captn.in 
so-and-so. They n,ll had their names. Those 
votes cost a deal of money, but he thought they 
were partly n, bilure. However, the hon. mem
ber for Northern Downs n.nd himself were getting 
a little more honest now. The hon member had 
said that what he did not know about political 
matters was not worth knowing. That might 
be true, but it was not languag·e that should be 
used in the House. He could not hold the hon. 
member accountable for the polling places 
to which his colleague had referred, as he 
was on his trip to England at the time. It was 
the hon. member's brothers who were account
able, they having profited by the lessons which 
he had taught them. A very remarkable cir
cumstance occurred with regard to the election 
of the hon. member for Fassifern, and he would 
particularly call the attention of the Colonial 
Secretn.ry to it. It had been the case in this 
colony that polling places had been gazetted at 
the stations of the candidates ; but that should 
not be done, and he would give a reason. In the 
neighbourhood of Normanby there were about 
fifteen voters who were all known. At the elec
tion for Fassifern, Mr. Persse got four or five 
votes at N ormanby, but to his great n.stonishment 
fifty-four votes altogether were polled. As to 
the challenge of the hon. member, before he 
should resign his seat for Stanley and face him he 
would have to prepare for all the contingencies 
to which he had referred, and would require a 
lot of money to cope with him. The only place 
that he would care to meet the hon. member 
would be in his own electorate of Northern 
Downs, and if the hon. member cared to resign, 
and pay his expenses of contesting the sen,t with 
him, he (Mr. O'Sullivan) would hand him his 
resignation. He would apologise to the hon. 
member-if on the previous day he had said 
anything which was hurtful to the hon. mem
ber's feelings he was sorry for it. He was hot
tempered, and did not study what he said ; but 
as to the truth of the statements that he had 
made, he was prepared to challenge him outside 
the House. 

Mr. THORN said he did not intend to 
notice the personal remarks that had been 
made, but he rose to make a few observations 
regarding the matter of the "missing link." 
After one of Bashford and Company's tenders 
was accepted, the present member for Stanley 
(Mr. O'Sullivan) came to his office to bring 
pressure to bear on him to secure the accepbnce 
of the other tender, but he declined, having pre
viously refused at a meeting of the Cabinet to 
make the recommendation. Had he' made it 
both of Bashford and Company's tenders would 
have been accepted by his colleagues. He would 
repeat, that after he brought the tenders to 
his office the member for Stanley came to him 
and tried to induce him to recommend the ac
ceptance of Bashford's tender, and he (2\fr. 
Thorn) declined, telling him it was dangerous, 
and to be off. The tenders were public then, 
and he would have shown them to anyone. He 
also showed the hon. member the telegrams 
which were received from Victoria against the 
man who was the lowest tenderer, and the hon. 
member was then anxious that he should bring 
on the tenders a second time, with a recommen
dation in favour of Bashford. There wn,s the 
missing link ! There was n, formal recommen
dation of Bashford's tender by Mr. Stanley, 
which he was bound to bring up, but he would 
not initial it, and his initials were not at
tached to the document. He refused to make 
any recommendation to the Cabinet, because a 
relative of his was connected with Bashford. 
Bashford had actually suffered through his 
action, for he had been the means of doing him 

an injury at the time. The hon; member (l\fr. 
O'Sullivan) was the only man, outside of the 
Cn.binet, to whom the telegrams from Victoria 
were shown ; and n.fter seeing them he said, 
"Go on, and bring up a recon11nendation." lie 
declined, and felt vexed that the hon. mem her 
should come into his of!1ce and tell him what he 
should do. 'With respect to the Fassifern elec
tion, he never intended to oppose the hon. mem
ber Mr. Persse, and was astonished, when he 
ret)lrned to the colony, to learn that he had been 
put up ag·ainst him. The hon. member was the 
last man tlmt he should have opposed. He would 
deny that he had sn.id or intended anything per
sonal on the previous evening. It had been said 
that he called the members for Stanley fook 
\Vhat he said on a former occasion was that they 
were fools if they believed the Government were 
sincere about the branch lines ; hut wlmt he said 
bst night was that they were blind followers of 
the Government. He spoke more in praise thn.n 
in dispraise of the junior member for Stanley's 
speech. \Vhat he had said abont him was said 
in fun and by wn,y of chaff, and no harm was 
intended. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN saitl he hoped the House 
would allow him to explain thttt he saw the 
tenders in a public-house. 

Mr. MILES said the exhilJition to which hon 
members were being treated was deplomble, and 
it seemed to him that the Government were fol
lowing the conrse of the Opposition-they 
were going in for stonewalling and blocking the 
business of the country on private members' 
cl~ys. It was very unseemly n.ncl unjustifiable 
tliat members on one side should bandy 
words with members on the other, and accuse 
each other of being bigger robbers, bigger thieves, 
and bigger blackguards. It was high time thn.t 
they turned their attention to the business of the 
country and left private characters alone. The h<m. 
member who cried "hear, hear" sarcasticn,lly had 
never known or hem-cl him (JVIr. :Miles) make any 
accusations, and he would aprJettl to the Speaker 
in confirmation of the statement. He could 
see plainly that the Government and their snp
porters intended obstructing business with their 
howling and shouting, but the House had a 
right to expect something better from them. 
The n,(ocuc;ntion that had been brought n.gainst 
the hon. member (Mr. Thorn) was debated last 
session, and if he w:w not mistaken the Minister 
for vVorks, if he did not apologise, at any rate 
admitted that he made a mistake. 

The MINISTim FOE WORKS : I <li<l 
neither the one nor the other. 

Mr. MILES said, then he ought to have 
done. \Vould the hon. gentleman also deny 
that he did not abuse the leader of the Oppo
sition about his connection with the Towns
ville Eailway, and that he did not acknow
ledge that he ma<le his statements without any 
foundation ? The aim of the Government an<l 
their supporters was evidently to rake np 
charges and slanders ag·ainst members of the 
Opposition. He had been accused hy the 
Coloni.1l Secretn.ry of selling land to himself 
whilst holding office as Minister for Lands. 
The 1\'Iinister for J"n,nds also lorought an ac
cusation against him, asserting that he hatl 
robbed and plundered the country by closing· 
certain roads. The Government tried to <lo all 
they could againc,t him at the last election for 
Darling Downs, and the JVIinister for Lands sup
plied his opponents with maps to indicate what 
he had been guilty of, and these were placn,rded 
everywhere. \Vhatever he had done had been 
done in the usnal way, and in accordance with 
the law. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Hen.r, hen.r. 
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:JYir. 1HLES sn.id the Colonin.l Secretn.ry hn.dn. 
nn.sty and offensive way of interrupting n.speaker. 
The' hem. gentleman 'should remember that he 
w:ts naid to he in the Honse, and th'>t althongh 
he (ilr. ]\files) was not bound to listen to )lim, 
he (the Colonial Secretn.ry) was bound to hsten 
to him. The hon. g-entlemn.n woul<l not deny 
that. 

The COLONIAL SECHETARY: I do deny 
it. 

:'.Ir. J\IILl~S said thn.t he was not bound to 
ren1n.in in the Hou.-.;e 'vhen the hon. gentlmnan 
was SlJenJdng, l1nt if the hon. gentlernan chose to 
go ont of the 1--Iomm whilst he was Rpeaking he 
would bring hiln back. Howeve:·, that \Vas 

besi<le the question. He had no desire to be on 
unfriendly ternm with the hon. gen~leman, b1~t 
he must know that he retanled busmess by lns 
o!fensive sneers at members of the Opposition. 
It w:cs lamento.ble and <leploro.ble that hon. mem
bers conld not find a better occupation than 
bn.nclyincr \Vords acrosK the Honse one againRt 
another bone n1en1ber accusing another of dis~ 
honourt{ble n.ction or of cnn1n1itting robbery. 
"\Vlmt were the outsi<le pnblic to think of it? He 
hem·cl the other clay of two btlys fighting, one "' 
bi"·lad m1d the other a snmller one. A party cmne 
u17 mHl aBked the big boy ·w-hy he was striking 
the little fellow. "\Vhy, sir," replied the boy, 
"he cnJled n1e a, director of the G1a,sg<nv Bank !'' 
If things were not altere<l the memLers of the 
Hmme would be looked upon '""the boy looked 
upon the directors of the G bsg-ow Bank. The 
public outside looked upon members of the H<!use 
as -he h'>nlly liked to make use of the expresswn. 
It should be.the endeavour of the Government to 
keep the House in order; he had en<leavoured to 
do all he could to throw oil on the troubled 
wn,ters, and he ditl not think any hon. m~mber 
could accnse hhn of getting up and bring1ng an 
unjust '>Ccusation against any member of the 
Ilow~e. He had never got up to abuse anyone, 
but, at the sn.me time, had always endeavoured to 
defenrl himself when attacketl; and he wsts per
fectly jnstified in doing that. The Minister for 
Lm1~ls had accnsed him of being guilty of fraud, 
ho.tl sccid thn.t he was o.lways preaching about his 
honesty, and tho.t he was this, that, and the 
other. The hon. gentleman hall charged him 
with having prevented the contractors for the 
"\Vestern Hailwo.y from drawing timber through 
his pn.ddock. 'rhat was not true, and. he ho.d a 
letter he could read to the House denymg every 
single word. However, perhaps it \Vas not \~orth 
while reo.ding the letter; he would upon this, as 
upon everything else

1 
be content to leave the pn blic 

to judge hetween ~nn and tl;e h,o~L member. It 
would not be to Jus (1Ir. 1:hles ) mterest to pre
vent those people nmldng use of his land, o.nd 
he was not o·oinu to to.ke credit to himself for 
what he ho.d done~ He had permitted the tem
porary use of his lan~l, o.ncl when it had be~n 
made use of for tlmt tnne there was an end of It. 
He wonlrl snhmit etll his actions to the judgment 
of the public~if they were right, his conduct 
would be approverl; if they were w~ong he would 
be condemned. The whole cliscusswn had been 
carried on, no doubt from the first, at the in
sto.nce of the Government, who wanted to stone
wall. This wo.s a priYo.te members' clay, and 
the Government were <letermined they should 
not proceed with business ; and the present ad
journnlent wn.s got up to refer: to \vhat ~he mmn
ber for Korthern Down8 saul last mght. He 
(1Ir. Miles) thought himself that hon. member 
went n. little too far when he said he had kept 
the hon. member for Stanley out of the House 
seven years etnd would keep him out seven years 
111ore. 

Mr. THORK: I did not sn.y so. I said the 
hon. member for Stanley said I had done so. 

Mr. MILES said, atetnyratethe hon. member 
said he was blamed for keeping the hon. member 
for Stanley out of the House for seven years, 
and for saying that he would keep him out seven 
yeetrs more ; but he <lid not believe the hon. 
"entleman was the man to keep out anyone. 
With respect to the complaints that had been 
made about H<tnSct?·d, all he could say was that 
since he ho.cl been n. member of the House he had 
never made a complaint as to how he had been 
reported. He knew his own failings-that he 
was a very bad speaker and very hard to report ; 
but he had never complained. He believed the 
reporters alwn,ys did their very best; and he had 
never taken the trouble to correct a single word 
of what he had so.id. He could quite understand 
why the Minister for W arks was so indignant 
n.nfl annoyed about the omissions from 
Hanscwd. This morning he (Mr. Miles) saw 
forty or fifty people busy reading Hans<trd ; 
they were reading it, not only at the Railway 
Station, but also in Queen street. They did 
not reccd the Cou1·ie1', the O!Jse?'"er, or the 
Telegmph; it was H"nll<t1'd they wanted. He 
used to say it was a costly toy, but he had come 
to the conclusion that H"nsard was a great 
power, and his firm belief was that it would kill 
the present Ministry. It was easy to see, there
fore why the Minister for "\Vorks was indignant 
bec~u8e there wa.~ some omission of what was said 
auo.instan hon. member on the other side. H<tnS<t?'d 
:'as no doubt a very expensive toy ; if last year 
the;e had bee~ a motion to abolish it he would 
have supported it, but it was just possible that 
it would eventually recoup its cost to the country 
by the way in which it was exposing the trans.ac
tions of the Government ; and he would thmk 
twice before he woulrl vote for a motion to 
abolish Hrw'3a?'d at present. He hoped the Gov
ernment would for the future refrain from taking 
up the time of the House on private members' 
day. 

::VIr. MESTO:N said he had listened with con
siderable astonishment to the accusation which 
had been brought by one of the hon. members 
with reference to Hcmsnnl. It had become cus
tomary with some hon. members, who had, or 
fancied they had, anv cause of offence to attach 
the blame to the Hctnsard staff. He was well 
acquainted with the exact position of t_he H<tn
sm·d in New South Wales, and from hls know
ledo·e of that and also of the Victorian H<tnsMd, 
he ~ould without fear or hesitation sn.y that the 
H<tnsw·d staff of Queensland were infinitely 
superior to either. He believed that the Han
sctrd reporters of the House were as good a 
class of men as were to be found in Australia. 
The chief was a man of considerable reputation 
as a British journalist, and to his intelligence 
and discretion they might safely leave the editing 
of Hctnsard. It was a preposterous suggestion to 
say that it should be edited by any member of 
the House. No member would exercise more 
discretion, or ability, or capacity, than. the chief 
of the HnnsMYl staff at the present time. He 
(Mr. Meston) sp.oke with .perfect impar
tiality. He had himself sometimes been mlsre
ported, and occo.sionally omitted entirely ; but 
he believed it had always been when he w:;,s 
speo.king of things that were of no ge_neral 
interest to the colony. As far as he could JUdge 
of the staff, and the way it was conducted, and 
the wise diFcretion used by the chief, he was 
quite certain that if the reports were not always 
done to the satisfn.ction of all, by no possible 
arrangement could the publication be managed 
better. He said conscientiously that no better 
chief could be found for the staff, and no better 
set of reporters could be found in the Australian 
colonies. He felt it his duty to state this, and 
he believed that it was the opinion of the 
majority of the House. At the present time, 
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he quite admitted the necessity for faithful re
porting, but there were occasions when a fit of 
temporary madness seemed to pass through the 
House, and then hon. members said things that 
had better not be reported. Only the other 
evening he himself made a speech which he 
sincerely regretted on reflection, not that he 
believed that what he said was not true, but 
he now thought it was an error of judgment. 
Considering, however, it was a matter affecting 
his position as a member, he thought it his duty 
to bring the matter before the House, but upon 
reflection he was of a different opinion. The 
hon. member for the Darling Downs rose and 
expressed at the beginning most proper senti
ments, but at last he drifted into the course 
which he condemned in others. The hon. gentle
man seemed to have been practising facial contor
tions and nasal discord in order to bring ridicule 
on the Colonial Secretary. When hon. members 
said things in the heat of passion the chief of the 
Hansard staff should have discretionary power 
to eliminate if he thought fit. The circulation 
of the Hansa1·d, he might inform hon. members, 
was very extensive; and at present the number 
of copies that were sent out was 6,500 per day; 
and these were read with quite as much interest 
as any newspaper. It was necessary, therefore, 
there should be faithful reports ; but he did not 
think it was wise to admit any expressions of 
opinion that were really disreputable, and which 
they themselves would afterwards be sincerely 
pleased to go omitted. He felt bound to express 
his opinion of the able way Hansa1Yl was con
ducted, and thought he might claim some little 
knowledge of the subject. 

Mr. LUMLEY HILL said the hon. member 
for the Darling Downs had denounced the course 
taken by some hon. members, and then pushed 
it to a greater extent than anyone else. He had 
threatened the Colonial Secretary as to what he 
would do outside the House. That hon. member 
hadinformedagainstthe Colonial Secretary, he be
lieved, but he (Mr. Lumley Hill) did not suppose 
that that hon. gentleman was afraid of his threats. 

The COLONIAL S:ECHETARY said he did 
not take notice of any threats. He did not take 
the vulgar speech of the hon. member as such. 

Mr. LUMLBY HILL said the hon. member 
for Darling Downs spoke so indistinctly that it 
was hard to hear him. He imagined, however, 
that threats were made use of. He then said the 
Government were stonewalling. That was not 
done on the Government side of the House, 
though they saw plenty of it on the other. They 
knew pretty well that whatever business they 
attempted was stonewalled, and a little of such 
treatment applied to the other side would not do 
the least harm. If their constituents could see 
them as they were seen from that side, and knew 
what they really were, it would be a very good 
thing. Some of them would not be returned to 
the House again. He had been listening to the 
speech of the hon. member for Normanby, and 
quite endorsed what he said about the leader of 
the Opposition using his influence to get into the 
House men who had rlisgmcecl themselves in 
private life, and certainly were not fit to be 
members. He had alluded to one of them the 
other night, but what he said was totally omitted 
from Ifnnsard. That member was unfortunately 
not in his seat then, but if he wanted to hear 
what he said he (Mr. Lumley Hill) should be 
happy to give him the information at any time. 

Motion for adjournment put and negatived. 

PETITION. 
Mr. BA YNES presented a petition from Con

ditional Selectors in the Bnrnett District, praying 
for relief from certain grievances. 

Petition received. 

FORMAL BUSINESS. 
On the motion of Mr. FRASER, it was re

solved-
That the House will, at its next sitting, re::.olYe itself 

into a Committee of the 1Yhole, to con~ider the desir~ 
ability of introducing a Bill to encourage the }ianuf'ac
ture of Colonial -wines, and to regulate the sa.lc of the 
same. 

PROPOSED RAILWAY TO NERANG. 
Mr. McLEAN moved,-
1. That in view of the large settlement that has t.aken 

place in the r_.ogan Electorate, this Uon~e is of opinion 
that a I1ine of Railway should be constrncted to connect 
the Districts of Logan, Coomern, aud Xerang with the 
:\fetropolis. 

2. That the Hon:-:.e will, at its next sitting, resolve 
itself lnto a Committee of the ·whole, to consider of an 
Address to the Administrator of the Government, 
praying that His I~xcelleney will he plea..;;ed to eanse 
to be placed upon the next Loan l~stimates a sum or 
money for the pur]Joso of giviug effect to the above 
Resolution. 

Four years ago he carried a motion, unopposed, 
for a sum of money for the survey of a line be
tween Brisbane and N erang Creek. Three or 
four surveys had since been mar!e, one of which 
passed four or five miles beyond the Coomern, 
Hiver. Shortly after the House sanctioned the 
survey he happened to be in Sydney, when he 
saw the Inanager of the Suga,r Con1pany there, 
and that gentleman agreed with him upon the 
advantages which would accrue from the con
structioJJ of a line, seeing the difficulties which 
attended the navigation of the river. 'When he 
visited the Tweed Hiver, twelve months ago, he 
was informed that a number of settlers were 
leaving the district because they could not get 
their produce sent to market. The land 
in this locality was first-class agricultural land, 
and in considering the construction of a rail
way the House must take into consi<leration 
the probable amount of traffic which the line 
was likely to receive from that source. The 
district of the J.ogan was a very old one, and at 
the present time it contained a,; dense a popula
tion as coul<l be foun<l in any agricultuml por
tion of the colony. He would make that fact 
perfectly clear before he sat down. He had pre
viously pointed out that South port was coming 
into repute as a seaside resort-indeed, he be
lieved that it would become the great sanitorium 
of Queensland. :Four years ago there was 
scarcely a habitation there ; but the place now 
boa,;ted considerable settlement. JYiany people 
were astonished that the Logan district ha<l 
been so long left out in the coh! in the matter 
of railway communication. At the time he 
moved for a smvey of a line the hon. member 
for vVarrego (Mr. vYalsh) expresserl his great 
surprise that the reprecentatives of the district 
had not taken action much sooner. \Vhen the 
first line of coaches was put on between Heen
leigh anrl Brisbane it was generally thought that 
the proprietor had more money than sense. But 
people-himself among the numher~"'ere greatly 
mistaken. Shortly afterwards Cobb and Co. 
started a. second line, and succeeded in running 
off the first. At the outset their coaches ran 
twice a week, but not long afterwar<ls they ha<l 
to rnn then1 three tin1eH. This :tlT::tngClncnt, 
however, ultim>ttely proved insuflicient, a!Hl at 
the present time there were rlaily coaclws 
between Beenleigh and Brishane~in a<l<li
tion to a private coach. ·within a few 
years travelling facilities had been spread 
all over the district. They could all re
member the time when Cohb and Co. accom
modated the whole of the passenger traffic be
tween T pswich and Brisbane ; lmt it wouhl 
require rather a large nn1nber of coaches to 
accommodate that traffic at the present rate. 
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Two or three years ago the Under Secretary for 
Lands, in his report, mentioned the Logan as the 
principal portion of the colony in which agricul
turalpursuits were carried on. The land was 
not taken up for speculative purposes and held 
in large blocks until the value increased ; it had 
been occupied for purposes of settlement. He 
would acquaint the House with a few facts in 
connection with the police district of Logan. 
The estimated population on the 31st Decem
ber, 1879, on the basis of the census of 187G, 
was 5,200 persons. On the 31st December, 1878, 
there were 4, 881 horses, or 3 per cent. of the 
whole of the horses in the colony; 49,050 cattle, 
or 2 pe;· cent. of the whole of the colony's cattle ; 
and 9GO sheep, or 0·018 per cent. of the whole 
of the colony's sheep. The extent of land 
under crop in 1878 was 7,572 acres, or a pro
portion of 7 per cent. of the whole of the 
land under cultivation in the colony. There 
\V ere 3, 9.18 acres of land under Inaize, which 
produced 14G,923 bushels. He should like to 
point out the disadvantage under which the 
producers of maize in the district laboured. The 
distance from Beenleigh to Brisbane was about 
the same as the distance from Ipswich to Bris
bane. The cost of carriage of a ton of maize 
from Ipswich to Brisbane by rail was 2s. Gd., 
whereas the cost of carriage of a similar qnantity 
from ]3eenleigh wn,s 10s. ·with such n, difference 
in the cost of carriage, it must be evident to hon. 
members that the farmers on the Logm1 could 
not compete succegsfully with the farmers of 
vV est Moreton. In the district there were 
277 acres of land pln,nted in potn,toes, which 
produced G30 tons; there were 2, 67f> acres 
under sugar-cane, which produced 1,625 tons 
of sugn,r. Since the date of the return from 
which he was quoting, the acreage of hmd under 
sugar-cane had been largely increased. In 1878, 
68,022 lbs. of arrowroot were produced in the 
district, and a much larger quantity was being 
produced now. It had been used as an argument 
against the construction of n, line, that there 
were ample bcilities for the conveyance of pro
duce by wn,ter. He would state distinctly that 
there was not first-class water communicn,tion, 
but even if there was, as he had already 
pointed out the selectors in the district would 
be placed at a great disadvantn,ge in comparison 
with those in the \V est J\Ioreton district if they 
had not railway communication. Therewasn, ln,rge 
quantity of sugn,r lancblongthe river, and the only 
means of getting the produce to mn,rket was by 
water. If a railway were constructed he was sure 
that a large proportion, if not all the sugn,r grown, 
would be sent by rail. Let hon. members con
sider what n,n arlvantage it would he to the 
sugm·-plnnters if they hac! railway communica
tion. A man having fifty or sixty tons of sugar 
in his store-house might receive intelligence thn,t 
sugar had gone up in price 35s. or £2 a-ton, and 
if he could send his sugar to ]3risbn,ne within 
twenty-fours hours he might be able to secure 
the increased price, hut when he had to wait 
for a week or n, fortnight before he could 
get the sugar to market he lost all chn,nce. 
He hn,d been a resident in the electorate 
for the bst fourteen yen,rs, and knew the 
district n,s well, probably, as any mn,n in it. 
He should hesitn,te n,bout proposing the expendi
ture of public money on the construction of a 
line if he believer! thc-,t the line would not be re
munemtive. He felt confirlent thn,t the line 
which he indicated in his motion would be a re
munemtive one-that it would pay not only the 
interest on the cost of construction, but would 
yield a considerable amount in excess of that, 
which would help to make up the revenue which 
was deficient from the main trunk lines. The 
question of constructing branch lines was one of 
more than local significance; it wn,s of national 

importn,nce. In a len,der in to-day's Da?·ling 
Downs Ga,~ette the writer said:-

" The experiment of branch lines hRs not yet been 
tried, but we have no doubt that in the district referred 
to in )1r 1\IcLcan's resolution, and in all similarly 
populous districts, the branch lines 'vould be not only 
a great pulJlic convenience, but 'vould in the present 
condition of the colony more th.c'tn pay the interest on 
the cost of con:-;truction beside~ working expenses, aucl 
would ultimntely become a valuable sonrcc of revenue. 
Anyone familiar with the district must have been 
struc1..: 'vith its fertility, and must at once concede what 
an impetus woulcl be given to settlement and produc
tion by a branch line running through it. rrhe dlstrict 
is essentially a sugar-producing one, and therefore if 
not 'vt:aJthy at the present, possessing all the elements 
of prosperit~--a pro~perity that would be fostered and 
hastened by the proposed line." 

There were sources of wealth in the district 
other than those resulting from the cultivn,tion of 
the land. Valuable seams of con,l were to be found 
in the banks of the Logan Hiver, and these n,nd 
many other sources of wealth would be opened 
up if facilities were offered. Up to the 
present no encouragement hn,d been given for the 
development of the resources of the district. 
Some of the finest timber in the colony wn,s 
grown in the district ; nen,rly all the shingles 
used in Brisbane cn,me hom that direction. As 
the timber around Brisbane Lecame exhausted 
they would hn,ve to go further back for their sup
plies, and he believed that on the line which he 
proposed there would be a large timber trade-in 
fact, a large quantity of the timber now cut up 
in Brisbane came from the district. The line 
could be constructed at less cost, he believed, 
than any other line in the colony could be ; a 
considerable vortion of the land over which the 
line would pass was still in the possession of the 
Crown, n,ml nen,rly all the timber required could 
be procured in the immediate vicinity of the 
line. In bringing forward the motion, he did not 
wish to embarmss the Government ; he simply 
wished the House to recognise the justice of the 
claims of the district. 

The PHEMIEI"t said he would n,t once acf]uit 
the hon. member of any intention of embarmss
ing the Government by bringing forward the 
motion-in fact, he di<l not see hmv he could 
well eh1barrass the Government. The only em
baiTassment which was likely to result from the 
passing of such motions would be to hon. mem
bers themselves, n,s a great number might be 
pn,ssed, and the Treasurer of the cln,y would be 
compelled to overlook some of them. The 
hlm. member must know that the Govern
ment could not allow such a motion to pass 
prior to their intentions as to a Loan Bill being 
made known or to their bringing forward 
a scheme of branch railways, which the 
Government had not done up to the present. 
However, he would say a few words on the 
merits of the line which the hon. member pro
posed, becn,use the hlm. member had advanced 
n,rguments to show that the line he indicated 
ought to be comtructed in preference to all 
others. He did not think that a line for the 
Logan district ought to be taken 11it'i Coomem, 
I\ erang, and South port. The hon. member 
said such a line would enn,ble the farming pro
duce on the Tweed Hiver to be brought to 
mn,rket. He should like to know why the 
Government of Qneensln,nd should construct a 
line of milwn,y for the purpose of enabling the 
farmers of the adjoining colony to compete 
with their farmers. If he thought that such a line 
would be a profitable one he might entertain a 
different view. Thehon. member (Mr. McLean) 
had sn,icl that water carrbge was more costly 
and slower tlmn railway carriage would be. 
His opinion was that the district wn,s well placed 
in that respect, inasmuch as it wn,s intercepted 
at different places by capitn,l water communica-
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tion-better, he believed, than was to be found 
in any part of the colony. He was sure that a 
milway could not compete with the water 
carringe. If a line \Vere to be con~tructed 
at all he hoped that it would go in another 
direction to that proposed by the hon mem
ber-he hoped it would go through the rich 
agricultural land on the upper part of the 
river. No doubt, as the hon. member hac! said, 
population and settlement were increasing in the 
district, but he cli<l not think that the hon. mem
ber had made out a sufficient case. The hon. 
member gave it as his opinion that the propose<! 
line would return a surplus, which couhl be 
utilised by the Treasurer to make up the defici
ency of the revenue from other lines. If he 
could see any prospect of such a result as that 
he would be. very happy indeed to support the 
pmposal, but the hon. member had not brought 
forward any facts in support of his statement. If 
there were such excellent prospects why had not 
private individmtls offered to construct the line? 
The hon. memberwouhl see that the motion was 
premature at present. He thought the hon. 
member should be contented with having brought 
forw:trd the matter and should not press it any 
further, not because he (the Premier) w>ts nfrai<l 
of the motion, if carried, enibarrafit:.dng the Trea
sury, but because he believed it could be better 
discussed when a loan for railways came before 
the House. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said that as the matter, if 
di~cnssed, \vould open up a large question for 
debate, he thought, after what had fallen from 
the Prernier, that there wu.s no occasion to go 
into a long discussion on it. He should have 
no hesitation in voting for the re;;olution as 
a general proposition, but if it became concrete 
aml they ha<l to vote the money it would be 
a different thing altogether. The Premier had 
just told them that the rm;olution, if carried, 
would not lead to any embarrassment of the 
Treasury. That, certainly, was a very pleasant 
view to take, but it was one he (Mr. Douglas) 
dicl not agree with at the present time. He 
presumed the hon. gentleman di<lnot mean that, 
but merely that a dmft might be passed aml a 
cheque drawn, but it would not be payal>le ju:;t 
at the present time. There was no doubt that 
the district referred to in the resolution was one 
which should be opened up by railway communi
cation, and he trusted it would be before long. 
He wished at present more particularly to reply 
to some remarks marle by the hon. gentleman 
about a proposition that was made by the 
Colonial Sugar Company of Sydney at the time he 
(Mr. Douglas) was a member of the Government, 
that proposition being that the company would 
be prepared to make a railway if they could get 
any inducement from the Queensland Govern
ment to do so. It had been frequently said that 
the Queensland Government refused to hold out 
any encourage1nent to the Sugar Cmnpany, but 
the reply g-iven to the company was really an en
couraging one ; a.t the sa1ne ti1ne, nothing de
finite was said ao to what the Government woul<l 
do until a proJJosition was made by the comrmny, 
or a reasonable expectation was shown of the 
undertaking being entered into by them. ·with 
regard to a rail way to Beenleigh, he considered 
there was more justification for such a line than 
for some of the railways already sanctioned, as 
the tmtfic on the road justified the belief that 
such a line would pay, and the fact that there 
was a considerable and an increasing population 
on the Log11n and Albert justified the opinion that 
it was just one of those railways that would pay 
for its construction. The extension of the 
railway beyond Beenleigh was another matter; 
but it appeared to him that a line to Beenleigh 
was just one of those which recommended itself 
more than many of those which had received the 

favour::tble consideration of the House. It 
seemed to him thnt it was unqnestiona!J!y de
siral>le that when the time arrived for an ex
tension of a line beyond Beenleigh it should 
be extemlecl to the s<mthcrn honler in the 
direction indie.tterl by the re,qo]ution, an<l that 
the object should be to get into close communi
cation with the people on the Twec<l Uiver. It 
had been said that there was good water com
n1uuicntion to K erang Creek, antl .so there was ; 
but when they went .beyonrl Nemng there was 
no goocl water connnnnicELtion between it and 
the Tweed, and therefore it was necessary thnt 
there should be a milway. He helieved there 
was now a raihvay in course of conRtn1ction 
between Grafton and Casino, and when tlmt 
was accomvlished he clict not see why this 
colony should not he connected with Grafton 
by railway in a way that woul<l be mutually ad
vantageous to the s<mthern portion of Queen.s
!aJHl and to the northern portion of Xew South 
\V ales. The people ofthat district o£ X ew South 
\V ales were not at present connected with any 
important centre of commerce, and if this colony 
was only connecte<l with it by rail it would prac
tically become part of Queensland. Thus there 
were to his n1ind great jm:~tificationR for the con
struction of that line. At the same time, he 
coul<l not promise the hon. member that he 
would vote for the resolution, and he did not sup
pose that the hon. member expected it would be 
carried. The Haine argun1ents that vvere nHecl to 
justify this motion might be use<l in justifieatiou 
of others similar to it, although, as he had said, 
he thoug-ht the line proposed hy the hon. m em her 
recommemled itself more than many tlmt ha'l 
heen sanctioned by the House. 

Mr. McLEAN said that his ol1ject in moving 
the resolution was not to bring the selectors nml 
sug-ar-.f..rrowers of N e"\v South \V aleR into con1peti
tion with those of Queensland, but he had endea
voured to show the Hou,,e that the trade derived 
from the direction of the 'rweed would consider
ab],, nugment the revenue derived from sueh a 
railwny as thnt he propo>e<l. A very large 
quantity of sugar was grown in the T\veed <liK
trict which would form a large item in the rail
way traffic, as, althoug·h there was an import 
duty of £!5 a-ton on sugar, it could he carrie<l 
from the Tweed in bond to Brisbane, from 
whence it could be shipped. The Premier had 
alluded to the <lifficnlty of making railways com
pete with water carriage, and allucle<l to the 
facilitieR for water carriage in thiR particular 
part of the country ; but in America, where 
there was any <Jnantity of water carriage, mil
ways were made to wherever there \\ aH any 
population, and in the old country railways 
ran si,Je hv side with canals-in fact, no person 
wonld ever dream of travelling by water, and 
spentling ten hours on a stean1er, \vhen they 
could go the same <listancc by railway in three 
hours and a-half, at the outside. Last yenr, 
when he asked the Premier what the intention of 
the Governu1ent waH w-ith regnrd to the railway 
to the Logan, he undel'stoo<l the hon. gentlenmn 
to say that there were two railways uncler con
sideration-one to the I.Jogan, and one to South 
Brislmne-nnd that the btter ought to he the 
first to he eonstrnctecl, with the exception of the 
line to the Logan. On reference to Hansa1·rl, he 
found the hon. gentleman made use of these 
words when speaking of the milway to Sonth 
Brisbane; it-
" was the flrst that ought to be com~trnr,Lecl, with t.he 
exception of a line to the Logan. which ought to occupy 
the premier position." 

He did not feel inclined at present to go into the 
question of expense, bnt, seeing that the district 
was not very far removed from the metropolis, 
it would not rer1uire much argument to show 
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that the proposed line would be a remunerative 
work. He trusted the House would see the 
reasonableness of the claim he hml put forward. 
He did not say that the work should be cn,rried 
out this or even next year, but he hopecl they 
would take into their consideration the reason
ableness of the proposition. 

Mr. MESTON said he entirely believed in this 
line as one of the most justifiable that could he 
undertaken. He was considembly amused at 
the beautiful theory of the hon. member for 
Maryborough as to the probability of railway 
communication between Brisb:tne and Grafton. 
He remembered n, Queensland journal some ye,ws 
ago suggesting the constrnction of a line of rail
way from Ipswich to :Maroon, from thence 
across the range down the valley of the llich
moll(], tn bring the whole trade of the Clarence 
and llichn1oncl acrosR the :~Vlacvherson J-ln,nge 
into Queensland ; and that was just as im
probable as the suggestion of the hon. memher 
for Maryborough. It would be perfectly useless 
to extend the line towards the Logan Leyoncl 
N erang Creek, because there was scarcely any cul
tivation between~ emng Creek and Tallebudgera 
and Carum bin. The produce raised alxmt Talle
hudger~u could be carted into N erang Creek and 
brought by the Logan Itailw[ly to Brisbane. 
There was not the slightest probalJility of the 
Colonial Sugar Cmupany bringing sugar to 
Queensland. They hatl their own steamers 
built expressly for the purpose of running· 
on a light draught of water and atbpted for 
the navigation of such difficult rh-ers as the 
Tweed, and they would always take their sugar 
by steamer to Sydney. From N erang to the 
Tweed, about twenty-three miles, would be a 
very expensive line, unlesH _it \vere t~"tken along 
the CO[ISt to the Tweed Heads. Supposing it 
were taken on the upper track to Kynnamhoon 
on the Tweed, which was the only way it could 
be taken with any possibility of going to Gmfton, 
it would have to he taken over some of the 
roughest country in Australia. J<'rom the Tweed 
to the Hichmond was about fifty-four miles, and 
along the coast a line couhl be taken n1nre econo
mically, but he questioner\ whether it coul<l he 
built for less than £8,000 or ,£10,000 per mile. 
The mail between the Tweecl n,ml the Itichmond 
was tn,ken by horse once a week, and there was 
no probability of the communication being in
creased. Such a railway was utterly imp<>Ssiblc 
of realisation. · But supposing they had such :t 
line, they would hnve to take it about 160 miles 
to the Richmond Jliver. That river \\as navi
gable a considerable distance for large ocean-going 
oteamers ; the farmers there had every facility for 
taking their produce to Sydney--in fact, Sydne~' 
was their only market; and the idea of sug
gesting that the farmers on the Itichmond should 
bring their produce lGO miles by railway into a far 
less reliable market instead of scnrling it direct 
to Sydney was absurcl, antl showed that such a 
project Wtts utterly impossible of realisation. 
If they attempted a line of this character they 
must leave New fiouth \Vales out of the C[Ue,,tion 
altogether, because they would never bring' tmflic 
out of that colony over the border. He hatl a 
perfect knowledge of the country from Brisb[lne 
to Sydney along the coast and how it was 
situated. He thought thet·e were strong claims 
for the Logan ltailway, and he r1uite agreed with 
the hon. member for Logan that Southport 
would be the watering-place of the colony 
in the future. He ren1e1nbered cmning along 
the coast to Queensland n,bont eleven years ago, 
and that time there was not a single building at 
Southport, and he was astonished on returning 
to find that so much progress hatl been made 
there, a.nd far greater progress would have been 
made if the people of Brisbane had better facili
ties for getting down there. At present the1·e 
were no regular facilities for getting to South-

port, and if there was a railway running there 
unquestionably [I large number of peuple would 
travel by it. The line from Brisl1ane to Nerang 
would paR-~., through an hn1nense extent of agl'i
enltural country ; but the hon. member must 
not overlook the fact that it woultl l1e a some
what expensive line. It would have to cross 
the ,;-'\llJert, J...Jogan, a,ncl Cootuera riverR, neces
sita.tiug bridges of a n1ore or less expensive 
character. He believed that a line to K erang 
Creek would take the whole of the trade from 
the steamers, l>ccanse the rivers in that district 
offered very little facilities for anything lmt 
very small craft. In fact, the people there harl 
conNiclerable difficulty at present in getting their 
produce to market; and he certainly belieYP<l 
that a line to N erang Creek woultl be profitnble 
-,even if it cost £ii,OOO or £6,000 a-mile he 
believed there wou!tl be snfficient traffic to pay 
working expenses and fair intere;:;t on the cuKt 
of construction. 

Mr. DAVENPOET saicl he had listened 
attentively to the arguments of the hon. mem
ber for Logan in hvour of this motion, and he 
failed to see anything that would tempt him to 
vote for the proposition at the present time. 
He looked upon this as simply an addition to 
the lwanch railway log-rolling, which he was 
afraid, if the House indulged in to any n,ppreci
able extent, would very nearly ruin the country. 
Especially were there little cbims for this rail
way. There was plenty of water communica
tion for all the prorluce the settlers in the district 
could gather, and he should certainly vote against 
it, as he intended to vote n,gainst many other 
ln·anch railwttys, unless it was the South Bris
bane one. 

The MINISTER FOH LANDS (Mr. Per
kins) said he could scarcely have wpposetl that 
the hon. member for the Logan wets serious in 
putting the nwtion on the paper, knowing what 
ho did about the district. He (Mr. Perkins) 
hapvened to n1ake a tour not long ago to N ernng 
and Southport, and a greater disappointment he 
never experienced. He was on the lookout for 
settlement-for smiling homesteads and ftonrish
ing faru1s ; hut \vhen he 1nade inquiries, he 
found that most of the land along the road had 
been tnken up in anticipation of a railway going 
there. He only desired to point out that this 
district had within it three navigable rivers; 
that there was nothing in it to take n,wny 
except sugar and maize ; aml that if a rail
way were nmde there at the present time 
it would not be used except by those who 
had the railway station at their tloors, !Jut 
that all the produce raised in the district 
would be sent by water. He also lear11ed 
that while carriage from there \\'as only 7s. 6cl., 
rnany residents on the riYer, whose tilue ~eenwd 
to be valueless, chose to employ their own horses 
and \; nggmu.; and cnrn the 7H. Gd. thernsel veR. 
He thought these facts, and bearing in min<l 
that other parts of the country were la.nguiHhing 
for railway and roa<l communication, shonld be 
quite sufficient to hunt the motion out of the 
House. He ttlso discovered, to his astoni~h
ment, that there were more bridges between 
Brisbane and Kerang-where there was scarcely 
any traffic whatever, for he only met a few 
Gern1an waggons with solitary occupantR
tlmn there was on the whole of the Darling 
llowns. Thousands and thousands of pounds 
had been wastetl there for the benefit of no one 
except the contractors, who, he hoped, did very 
well out of it. He would be quite prepared to 
support any proposition of the hon. member, no 
matter what it was, if it was fur the benefit of 
the country ; but he denied that there was any 
necessity for this railway. He believed the pre
sent means of transit was sufficient, and would 
be for years to come. 

Question put and negatived. 
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STEAMER P ASSF:S TO 1YIE::YI13ERS. 
Mr. O'SULLIVAN moved-
rrhat the lTonsc will, at its next flitting, 1'0'-0lvc it:;:clf 

into a. Committee of t.lle vnwle, to (~Ousidcr or an A_(l
clress to tile Administrator ot'the <~ovm·mncni, prayiug 
that His l~xeelleuey will be lJlcascd to cause provi:.;ioll 
to be made on the next tSU}Jl-)lemeutary R~tima.te~ H>r 
provilling Prec rasses for :Jlemhers Qi' the Lcgisla.tiYD 
Assembly hy Steamers from Brbhanc to and froru 
the Xort.llern l'orts once in each year, when traYelliug
on vnrcly political busiuc~s. 

He said he had not much to scty on this 
question. The ren.sonal)leuesR of it was HO 

obvious thctt he thought he might rea<l over the 
st:1tement nuctle l1y the Colonial Secrehry, the 
other night, as to the ignora,nce ~outheru rnenl
bers displayed about the northe1·n ports, 
and thnt nlone wou!tl he sufficient speech for 
him to make in fnvour of the motion. If 
the nwtion were aJlo\ved to go into connnittee 
he would nmke :t cou pie <>f alterations in 
it to meet the views expre,;,;ed by the 
leader of the Opposition and the hon. member 
for :i\Ittryborough bst ye:tr. He had those hon. 
members' speeches before him, mu! he entirely 
agreed with them. The leader of the Opp<bitio~l 
voted against the Jnotinn htst year hecanRe it waR 
too limited. That hon, g-entleman appeared to 
be :t thorough believer in the payment of mem
bers' expenses, and be (.:Vlr. O'Sullivan) could 
only tell him that he could very feelingly go 
with him in that matter, and for that reason he 
shoulrlmove in committee that the words "free 
pasf:les" be expunged, with a vie\v of inserting 
'' reasonal1le BXlJen;-;es," and that "n1e1nbers 
of Parliament" be substituted for "members 
of the Legi~lative .A.Rsmnbly." HiH re~tRou 
for saying "on purely political bnsine~s "~ 
which, perhnps, it was mther lutrd to de
fine, but in his mind's eye he could define it 
well enough-was thcct meml1e1'o should not make 
use of these pctbSes merely for pleasure, or in any 
way by which they might put money in their 
own pockets. His own idea, all along, had been 
that southern mem!Jcrs should really visit and 
see the northem parts of the colony, for which 
they were called npon to vote money every year. 
Jfor instn,nce, he HCarcely knew any n1ore a.hou~ 
the Fitzroy Hiver or the jetty at Townsville, 
and other places, although he had been twenty 
years in the colony, than he ditl about C<tn
dahar or Cabul. He simply read about them, 
and that was about '1ll he knew of them. 
Personally, he should like to have :t look at the 
various p!ctces, if only to see what became of the 
money which he was asked yen.r after yenr to 
vote. The proposal was nnt nearly as formidable 
as it seemed, for the money would he saved in
directly. The per.sonal visits of the :Minister for 
Lands and the :Minister for \Vorlcs-especially 
the latter, who never spared himself-hall been 
the n1eans of saving large ~nuns of rnoney to the 
revenue. \Vhen hon. members said thctt such 
and such a work required to he done, the :Minister 
went and saw for himself whether the work was 
really wanted or not. They might possibly have 
the mail contract very shortly, and it might be easy 
to come to some arrangement with the compttny 
by which members of Parliament might visit the 
northern ports on reasonable terms. \Vith the 
consent of the House, he would alter the words 
"free pa:-:~ses" to "reasonable expenses," and n,s 
the journey was limited to once a yenr the cost 
would not be very gTeat. There seem et! to he an 
injustice dealt out to the northern members in 
this matter. They had to come down to Brisbane 
at a heavy e.<pense, and to stay here at their own 
cost, while southern members could travel to 
their homes on the railway lines free of all 
chctrge. It was objected last year that this was 
the ~hin end of the wedge for payment of mem· 
bers. Admitting, for the sake of argument, 
that it was, it was a thing that ,W,ts done 

in all the other colonies. In New Zealand 
there was a Government steamer for the use 
of members, and in New South Wales the 
1\.S.?\. Cmnpa.ny gave free }Xt~J-:les frorr1 the 
Hunter ltiver. They did not extend their 
genero~ity fnrther north, he waH sorry to say. 
The amount the scheme would cost might be cut 
out of many useless expenditures-indeed, he 
need not go outside the House to find one-and 
wouh1 emnc to t't n1ere nothing. He had sug
gestc<l the substitution of the words "reasonallle 
expenseg" for "free pa.sHe·" 1 " in deference to an 
olJjection made <luriug the dehate ]a,;t year by 
the lca<ler of the O]Jl""ition. On that occ:1sion 
the hrm. meml1er 

"A11ologi:-'.ed for follmving the hon. member after he 
bad replied, aud Haicl he was ~t.rongly in favour of pay
ment. or memlJors, H.l' lle believed that that Ilou~e 
would 110\'Cl' he a thoroughly rCIJl'efWntntivc body nntil 
that ~y~tclll prm a.ilcd. He did not mean payment of 
snlaric...; t.o members, but merely payment of theh· 
expen~c~ whil~t from home, mid he should very cordinlly 
~nyporL sncll a mca~ure 'vheuever it wax introduced, 
wldch he llo]H~d wonld be next session. He did not see his 
wny clear to support the preRcnt resolntions, as they 
were too ~mall an in~talmcnt of the system, and because 
he was afraid that thev \YOuld tend rather to interfere 
with the adoption ot' 1Jaymcnt of members than m;!::list 
it." 

He di<l not think there was anything novel in 
this small instalment which allowed members 
to see the ports of the colony they represented. 
The thing witS so simple that he had made no 
attempt at speech-nmking· in its favour, and he 
woultl conclude by asking that the motion might 
be amended as he had asked. 

lYiotion, by leave of the House, amended. 

::Y[r. Al\IHUUST said that he should he only 
too happy to support the motion as it originally 
stoml, because be believed that every possible 
facility shou!tl be given to hon. members who 
wished to inspect for themselves the improve
ments which were going on in the North; but he 
should oppose the alteration which the hon. mem
ber proposed to make, becttuse he regarded such 
a proposition as the thin end of the wedge to 
payment of members, and to that he was deadly 
opposed. He saw no rca,;on why the northern 
members shon!tl not be provided with means of 
comnmnimttion with the capital "" easy as those 
provided for the Darling Downs members. The 
establbhment of such facilities of communication 
would do much to create a feeling of good fellow· 
ship between the North and South. At the pre· 
sent mfnnent hfm. nlernlJeTR, generally, did not 
know what the North was; but when they did 
know they wonl<l see how advantageous it was 
that the two portions should be united together 
to make one strong colony. During the five 
years be had been in the House he had ad vacated 
-not sevaration, but an1algarnation, believing 
that while North and South were united the 
colony would be stronger, and the adminis
tration of its affairs could he carried on more 
cheaply. Dut he wa,; not going to vote for any· 
thing approaching payment of members, having 
~een how destructive it hnd proved to the self
respect of members in Victoria, and how difficult 
it was under such a system to get good govern
ment. \Vhat was wanted was the best adminis· 
tration obtainable, and be felt that any man who 
had any stake at all in the community could 
raise sufficient money to enable him to represent 
a constituency. No man should be debnrred 
from representing a constituency solely on account 
of want of money, and no doubt any man who 
was fit to be a representative would always have 
friends to raise for him sufficient money. It 
was a very different matter when the whole of 
the colony was taxecl to supply money to enable 
dodgers to get into different electorates to simply 
fight for plunder. A clever man in whom his 
constituents placed confidence could he placecl 
in a proper position by means of private sub. 
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scription, and such a man might hold up his 
head anywhere, because money did not make 
the man ; but when the money came from the 
State the payment became a species of plunder. 
He should have voted for the original motion, 
bnt he should vote against the motion as pro
posed to be altered by the hon .. member. 

Mr. BAYNES considered it his duty at this 
stage to protest against the introduction of any 
measure in the shape of payment of members. 
He maintained that hon. members had no right 
to vote one shilling into their own pockets ; if 
they did so they would be acting contrary to the 
pledges they had given to their constituents. In 
asking the payment of their expenses to the 
northern part of the colony, they were asking 
the country to feed them. \Vithallrespectto the 
hon. member (]VIr. O'Sullivan), who, much to his 
honour, had been a representative for twenty 
years, he trusted the hon. member woulcl see fit 
to withdraw his motion. The hon. member, 
with his long experience, must be aware of the 
harm which had resulted to countries where paid 
parliaments existed-America, Kew Zealand, 
and especially Victoria. It must be patent to 
every member of the House that in introducing 
snch a system they were degenerating from the 
English House of Commons-their great model. 
Only last night it wtts noted how much superior 
in its moral tone was this Parliament to those of 
the southern colonies ; but if the proposition of 
the hon. member for Stanley were carried into 
effect, hon. members would soon be in the House 
who could not remain there without being paid. 
He trusted that some hon. member, abler but 
not more earnest than· hhmlelf, would take the 
matter up. 

l\Ir. L UMLEY HILL said he intended to 
vote against the motion. If hon. members 
began to aLlopt this principle, he did not see 
where they were to lea1·e off, or why free passes 
along coach lines should not follow. He should 
certainly avail himself of a paKS to ltocklmmp
ton if free passes were given. To reach his place 
of abode, however, he had then to travel on the 
railway line ; and after that he went for a con
siderable distance in Cobb and Co.'s coach. 
\Vhy should he not have a free pass by the 
coach, and why should he not then be paid rea
sonable expenses for accommodation at hotels? 
He did not ask for anything of the sort. He 
considered he had a sort of right, as a member 
of the Parlict.Iut:nt uf the country, tn trwvd free 
upon the railways, which were the property of 
the State. That right was admitted in all the 
Australian colonies. In New Zealand he was 
aware the members had also steamboat passes, 
received £200 a-year, anrl enjoyed other privi
leges-and silnilar advantages were given to hon. 
members in Tasmania. Their Parliaments did 
not, however, appear to be any better on that 
account, and probably the Parliament of 
queensland would not he. He was utterly 
opposed to payment of members in any shape 
or form. It must l1e a very poor consti
tuency, hardly worth representation at all, 
which could not afford to pay their representa
tive a reasonable amount for expenses, if no indi
vidual could be found sufficiently patriotic to 
represent them without such assistance. This 
was the thin end of the wedge, and he should 
oppose it if it were ever so unimportant in itself. 
An ounce of practice was worth a· pound of 
theory, and hon. members had had plenty 
of experience of what had happened in other 
colonies where payment of members was in 
operation. At one time he had been in favour 
of the theory, but time had entirely changed his 
opinions on that point, and he was now utterly 
opposed to the system. If "re:twnable expen
ses" were paid there would be no limitation; the 

position of lt member of Parliament would be
cmne a sort of honorary a,ppointment, and 1nen1~ 
hers woul<l prolmlJly be a greater expense to the 
State than they would be if paid regular salaries. 
Any member who wanted a couple of months' 
holiday in the recess might take a trip to Thurs
day Island and back ; but there was very little 
chance of any n1ail contract being entered into 
by which hem. members would have the privilege 
of travelling by the steamers without expense to 
them,elves or the country. 

:Mr. THOJlK ''aid he should support the 
nwtion Leettuse it 'vonld be the nleans of giving 
hon. 1neudJel'H ttn O})portunity of witnessing the 
extensive \Y(Jrks n<nv being carried on inN orthern 
Queensland-more especially in the Fitr.roy 
Hiver. Hon. ·members woul(I then bP 11ble to 
judge \Vhether the nwney spent on ilnproving 
tlJe Fitzroy lmd been wisely or unwisely spent. 
So far as he could judge from the newspaper re
ports, and his expel'ience of what had taken 
]Jlace Hon1e years ago on the Brisbane and 
Bremer rivers, he wets afraid the money was not 
being wisely expem1ed ; and hon. members should 
have an opportunity of deciding whether the 
work should be stopped or not. 

The HoN. J. M. 'l'HOMPSON said he should 
support the motion for another reason. He 
considered it a step to\vards a. good principle, 
that principle being payment of members. 
He had always held the opinion that the 
principle was a good one, and did not con
sider that the experience of Victoria was any
thing to go ]Jy. He could not conceive that 
payment of meml1ers would luwe any other 
effect than induc_ing a :-;uperior lot of u1en 
to come into the House. It would be w<>rth the 
while of men of tttlent to come to the House if 
they knew that they would receive something 
for their services, and he believed that the services 
of mn,ny men of talent were umwttilable because 
they could not afford to give their time gratui
tously. As to the system having the effect of intro
ducing '"'!venturers, he maintained that it w<>ul<1 
not. Adventurers could not afford to come to the 
House unless they received support from some
where. \Vhere did they receive, or were likely 
to receive, such support? The House knew that 
sometime,, it was from their constituents, and 
that at other times it was from the increased 
business which they got from their position. 
J'.!J:embers of Parliament would be put in a much 
more satisfactorv position if they were paid for 
their services. The only objection that he could 
see to that proposal was, that it would m11ke the 
Government of the day stronger than was 
now generally the case ;-hut, perhaps, that 
would not be an unmixed evil, for as a rule 
their Governments were too weak. A strong 
Government felt its feet, and understood 
thoroughly what it was about. Under the sys
tem of payment of men,bers Government would 
not. be so likely to be turned out by people 
anxwus to get their places, because members 
would be unconsciously influenced by the fact that 
a dissolution might deprive them of a position 
which they valued from the fact that it gave 
them something for their services. This might 
be a gross way of viewing the question, but they 
could not shut their eyes to the fact that they had 
no leisured class, and that unless members of 
Parliament were paid their expenses only certain 
men of sufficient leisure and money could be got 
to attend. 

An HONOURABLE MEli!BER : How did you 
get in? 

Mr. THOMPSON said he had got in by mere 
accident : the accident of having a little surplus 
money to spend at the time he was asked to 
stand. He had got to the House at great ex
pense >tncl happened to be able to afford it, but 
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he did not hesitate to say that better men were 
preventecl from coming for fear of expense anrl the 
loss of business to which they would be subjected. 

Mr. KINGS:FORD said the proper time to 
discuss the subject of payment of members was 
when it came before the House. He could 
scarcely see that any mischief would result from 
g·iving members free passes to the northern 
ports, and it might perhaps tend to some good 
by making members better acquainted with that 
part of the colony. He shoulrllike to have the 
privilege of visiting the North. He <lid not 
think that the motion would facilitate the intro
duction of payment of members, and if that 
question should ever come up while he was a 
member of the House he should oppose it tooth
ancl-nail, because he believed it could he shown 
very clearly that wherever the system of pay
ment of members had been adopted the legisla
ture had degenerated ;-instead of mtusing the 
interests of the country to be better attended to, 
it had resulted in a continual scmmble for power 
mnongst the representatives. 

l\lr. GUH'J<'ITH said he expected that the 
Government would have expressed their views 
before now, hut as they harl not thought fit to 
do so he wishe<l to say a few words. He dis
approYed of the motion in its present form, 
holding that the proposition to give free pnsses 
to the northern ports was too small to be worthy 
of consideration by the House. At the most it 
would amount to a present of £20 per annum to 
each member. Cooktown would be the furthest 
place that n member would l1e likely to visit 
on political business, and the cost of a passage 
there would not amount to more than £20. A 
member might like a trip to Thursday Island, but 
he would scarcely go there on political business. 
Ho heartily endorsed all that had been sai<l 
about the clesimbility of members visiting the 
northern ports. He wished personally that he 
knew as much of the interior of the colony as he 
did of the coast, and that they were all better 
acquainted with the colony as a whole, mHl he 
thought that that contention of the member for 
Stanley was a correct one. He did not believe in 
payme'i1t of members-in paying salaries to mem
bers which would induce them to look upon seats 
in the House as a means of livelihood, or have the 
effect of raising a class of political adventurers, 
or men who depended upon their salaries as a 
means of livelihood ; but he did think it fair that 
members who came from a long distance to atteml 
to their legislative duties should, as far as 
practicable, be placed on equal terms with town 
members: their expenses whilst they were ab
sent from home should be paid. The motion 
should go further, and provide for the pay
ment of the expenses of members when ab~ent 
from their homes attending to their legish,ti ve 
duties in this House or the other. It should 
not be in the nature of a salary, but should go as 
far as he had said. The question of payment of 
members had often been debated, and it was not 
necessary on the present occasion to go into the 
matter fully, particularly as before it could be 
finally disposed of it would have to be brought 
forward in the form of a Bill ; but in order that 
members of the House, who might be inclined to 
go further than the hrm. member for Stanley 
proposed, might have an opportunity of recording 
their opinions, he should move an amendment 
which would place the matter on a basis which 
he conceived to be a true one for the House to 
adopt. He should move the omission of the 
words after the word " to," in the third line 
with a view of inserting the following words :-' 

"Recommend the necessary appropriation for defray
ing the ex11enscs of members of Parliament while absent 
from their usual place of resiclencc iu pcl'formance of 
their legislative duties." 

That did not involve the payment of salaries. 
The amount of the expenses to be allowed would 
have to be considered in committee on the l1ill. 
If the motion as amended was carried, the matter 
was well worthy of being considered. He did 
not know whetl:ier the hon. member (Mr. O'Sul
livan) would accept the ,;mendment, but he 
believed that if he would it would be carried. 

The PREMIEU said that although the debate 
did not commence in that way, it hadlJeen diverted 
to the subject of payment of members. That 
subject had been before Parliament on previous 
occasions, and when it was so he had always been 
a strong supporter of it. He had always strongly 
advocated the theory of payment of members in 
the House, and, he believed, before his constituents 
also; but they all lived and learnt, and although 
theoretically there was no subject for which 
better arguments could be brought forward, on 
looking at the results of the system in the other 
colonies he had been fully justified in completely 
changing his opinion. \Vhen the n1otion "ras 
re>td he at once objected to the words "free 
passes" being omitted with the view of in
serting "reasonable expenses," for the rea/:lon 
that it would amount to an amendment similar 
to that proposed by the leader of the Oppo
sition. The hon. gentleman said he did not 
believe in rmyment of members, but thnt he 
believed in putting the different members on 
><n erjuality .:___that was to say, thnt country 
members should be placed on the same footing 
as town members. The hon. g·entleman for
got, however, that the great lo.,s to which a 
country member subjected himself was not in 
l1eing obliged to pny his expemes whilst he was 
in Brisbane attending to his legislative duties, 
but in being absent from his business; and if the 
hon. gentleman had carried out his own argu
ment he would have come to the question of 
payment of members. The subject was not 
to be hidden or met half-way in the man
ner proposed by the leader of the Opposition. 
He believed, himself, that the hon. member (Mr. 
O'Sullivan's) motion might be carried without 
violating the principle of the non-payment of 
members. It was hard to see why members 
who lived contiguous to the railway lines should 
have the means of access to the Houses of Par
liament over those lines, and tlmt those who 
lived in the districts that had no milways should 
be obliged to pay their own expenses. ·carrying 
that nrgument to its conclusion, however, they 
would be obliged to go further, and provide thnt 
those who lived in the interior should 1Je paid their 
coach fares, or other expenses-paid by whatever 
mode of travelling was possible-to reach the 
Houses of Parliament. It was not proposed to 
carry it out so far as that, but only limit it to 
travelling by stean1er, once a year, on the coa:;t. 
Looking at the matter in that way, he had not 
much objection to the motion. He believed a 
great deal of good would accrue, and money would 
be saved by the knowledge that hon. members 
would gain, hy visiting the northern ports, at 
almost all of which large sums of money voted 
by the House was being opent. If it would act 
in that way he did not see any reason why the 
money should not be spent, at least for one year, 
as an experiment, to see how it would succeed. 
The hon. member for Stanley had given as a 
reason for paRsing this resolution, that down in 
New South \Vales free passes were given to 
members. It was not so. He believed the 
A.S.N. Company presented the members with 
free passes, m1d a more objectionable form 
of payment to members he could not conceive. 
He had been informed that the A.S.N. Com• 
pany sometimes presentedmernbersof Parliament 
in Queensland with free passes along the coast. 
He lmrl heard that said, and knew members who 
had had the privilege of free passes. It was not 
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ri;;·ht. He did not think that any member of the 
House should be nnder a compliment to Gov
ernruent contractors. That n1i,:;ht be a rea::;on 
why the House shunlcl gmnt free pn.s,,e~; : at any 
r<Lte, the G overnntent gra.nting free }HlA:!HC:-5 would 
be a much le,.;~; objectionable form than the one 
in vogue in New South \Vales. He had no in
tention of going into the question of payuwnt c:£ 
members. Did he think for a moment that this 
was the thin end of the wedg·e to the adoption 
of the system of payment of members in this 
colony, 11e wouhl oppose it in the House aml in 
con1n~ittee, tooth and nail. The hon. meruher 
for Ipswich had said that he did not think the 
experience uf \rictoria 'va,~ an at·guinent :ctg::tin~t 
the parment of members, bnt in his (the Pre
mier's) opinion the re•mlt to th<et colony had been 
most disastrons. There had lJeen nothing that 
h<tcllo\vore<l p::trlictntentary g<Jvernntent S<J n1uch 
ax vaytnent of nwn1herl::i. The hon. rnernhcr 
hi1molf sai<l that the only oLjection he saw 
to the payment of members \V;cs clmwn from the 
experience of Yicturia-namely, tlmt the appli
cation of the principle there had led to 
pnttiHg· rnerubers of l)arlian1ent too nn1eh 
in the power of the :Ministry of the 
•Jay. 'rlmt, it,;elf, was a gr:we ?bjeetion. Ko 
clonht it wa., the wcakne,;s of tins country that 
1\Iini:-;tries ·were a,:-; a rnle uot Htrong enough. 
It woul<l be mnch lJetter if 2\Iini~;trie,, were 
:-;trongcr ; hnt it certniuly was not au ad vantage 
to a country if its :\linistry was made strong by 
a number of <edherents who supported a had 
1\Iinistry mther than give np the emoluments to 
which they were entitled. In Victoria they had 
only to look to how the principle worked under 
Sir .. Jamcs 1\lcCulloch and 1\Ir. Grahmn Berry ;
under both p:u'ty le:vler~; wns the evil principle 
manifested. Sir ;r ames McCnlloch kept on in 
spite of the country for a considerable time, 
lwcnnRe his n1en were banded together to 
save their sabries, and they kept on to the 
time when Parliament expired by effiuxion 
of time. Thnt could never have happened 
where there was no payment of members : 
:cnd if there were no other reason, that 
would be suificient to damn the system 
and prevent it heiug initiate<! in thi,; colony. 
He lmd another objection, howeYer, to the 
amenrlment moved by the hon. member for 
Korth Brislmne. The hem. member said he 
could not :cgree with the motion bec,wse its 
limit w:1s too small : it was just been use it was 
small that he (the Premier) gave it his support. 
This \Vas not a tin1e for Ine1ubers of l)arliaanent 
to spend money upon themselves, when they 
found such ditlicnltie' in c:trrying out the <luties 
and responsibilities of the Government as they 
clid e~t the present time. If they incurred further 
liabilities, it should not Le upon themselves. 
They should look for more prosperous times 
before they did anything of the kind, unless 
they could see a distinct aclvantage to the colony. 
There might be an advantv.ge in giving Ineln-
1 Jers free passes, but he could not see any 
giving them their expenses. He did not believe 
the hon. geneleman who proposed the amend
ment knew what it would cost. If he examined 
iuto it he would find that it cost thous:1nds, if 
member~; were allowed the ordinary rate of 
CXl)en:-:;es \vhich would be, perhaps, a guirwa 
a-day. On the list of members he could, at 
the present time, count thirty-nine who would 
],c entitled to have their guinea a day all 
the time they were attending Parliament. 
He olJjected to that expense, which would 
run into thou~ands a year ; and the 'rrea
sury could not afford that at the present time. 
\Vhen they came to a discussion of the gmnt
ing of thous:cmls a year to pay the ex
penses of members uf Parliament, the ques
tion would hr1Ve to be consiLlered a great 
deal more thoroughly than at present. He 

opposed the amendment for this reason, and 
also because it would not do what the hon_ 
gentleman who proposed it said it would do
namely, put all members in the same position. 
It would do nothing of the kind. Town mem
bers had advantages which no artificial regula
tions they chose to make would do away with_ 
Country members, no doubt, laboured under 
great disadvantages while attending Parliament. 
They had to go long distances and be at great 
expense in living away from home, but the 
greatest expense was to pass so much of their 
time away from their places of business. He 
would oppose the principle of the amendment in 
the House and in committee. He had no objec
tion to the motion :cs it stood going into com
mittee, but he should strenuously oppose the 
principle of payment of members, which was so 
forcibly emlJoclied in the amendment of the hon. 
member for Korth Brisbane. 

Mr. DOliGLAS said this was, no donbt, a very 
interesting suLject, and one with which previous 
Uovernments had identified themselves. The 
Govern1nent \vith which he \Vas connected deter~ 
mined to introcluce a Bill to secure this ohject; 
aml so far they identified themselves with the 
principle of payment of memLers. This, he 
presumed, was not a party question in any w<ey, 
:end it should be discu~;sed on its merits. Hefer
ring to previous tlis<;ussions on the question, he 
observed th<et the Minister for \Vorks had sup
ported a similar resolution to that moved by 
the member for Stanley, and he had a lively recol
lection of the sentiments of theJYlinister for Lands_ 
It was constantly a matter of accusation against 
the previous Government that they did not show 
sufficient earnestness in this matter. The JYTin
ister for I"ands had made it a matter against him 
per,.;onally that he professed to l1elieve in the 
principle, but that practically he had done 
nothing to give effect to it. K o doubt there was 
important business at the time which had to be 
disposed of; and, though he had no desire to give 
effect to the principle of payment of members, 
he Lelieved it to be a true one. They gave ex
pression in this colony to a form of democratic 
governn1ent, and it was an .e~sential of that fonn 
of government that members of Parliament 
should be paid. It had been constantly said 
that they were to be deterred from following the 
example of other colonies by their bad example_ 
Victoria was pointed at always as an illustra
tion of the bad effect of payment of members, 
and he objected to the quotation of Victoria as an 
illustmtion of the bad effects likely to accrue 
from the adoption of the principle of payment of 
members. Kew Zealand might be quoted as an 
illustmtion, on the other hand. For many years, 
aml even up to the present time, he had no 
reason to suppose that New Zealand had lost its 
good name, or that the people of New Zealand, 
as a community, were unable to conduct their 
own affairs with decorum and with judgment_ 
Almost from the foundation of the settle
ment of New Zealand payment of members 
had been in force, and he had never heard thnt 
anything very scandalous had arisen in conse· 
quence-in fact, it soon became apparent that 
if the different settlements of New Zealand 
were to be fairly represented, payment of mem
bers was necessary. In Victoria, on the other 
hand, payment of members had unfortu
nately Leen too much mixed up with great 
constitutional fights, and made the battle-ground 
of a faction and of a party. The evils at
tributed to it, therefore, were not fairly to be 
attached to the principle itself. He doubted 
very much whether, even in Victoria, when ptty
ment of members was finally adopted as a p:crt 
uf the flxed practice of public affairs there, it 
would turn out tu have such a radical effect upon 
the constituencies as was generally supposed. 
There was in the present Victorian Parliament a 



504 Steamer Passes [ASSEMBLY.] to Members. 

arger number of members who were committed 
to the principle of the payment of members than 
there were before. Probably there was a larger con
servative element in the Government of Victoria 
than there had been for years, though the mem
bers as a body were more numerous than before. 
He doubted, therefore, very much whether they 
were justified in coming to the conclusion that 
payment of members was inevitably connected 
with what were called advanced opinions in 
politics. Turning to Canada, they there saw 
that for many years-almost from the date of 
the conlmencenlcnt of constitutional governrnent 
there-payment of members had been the prac
tice, and it was not connected with extreme 
opinions in any way. There it was almost 
a necessity, as they could not get men to re
present the constituencies unless they were paid. 
The theory of constitutional government was 
that there should he no limit to the choice of 
representatives ; hut at present there was an 
absolute barrier to a free choice. If desirable 
he could refer to particular instances in which 
this was the case, for it was an indisputable fact 
that some constituencies had a choice so narrow 
that they were not adequately represented. He 
spoke from some experience of the constituency 
which he himself represented. The ·wide Bay 
and Burnett districts comprised a group of elec
torates in which the choice of representatives 
was lin1ited in a n1ost unwholef:;orne rnanner 
from the fact that there were men in thos~ 
localities capable of discharging and willino
to discharge parliamentary duties, but unabl: 
to submit themselves as candidates through 
their inability to bear the additional ex
pense entailed by a five or six months' resi
donee in Brisbane. The OJJeration of the exist
ing system, in fact, tended in the direction 
of disfranchisement. He understood the Premier 
to say that he objected to the amendment of the 
hon. member for North Brisbane because it did 
not meet the merits of the whole question. 
Upon that point he was inclined to agree to 
some extent with the hon. gentleman. If we 
were to deal with the payment of members, let 
us deal with the subject in a more comprehensive 
manner. For his own part, he was willing to 
vote for the amendment as an approach towards 
the adoption of that principle. Upon a previous 
occasion he voted with the hon. member for 
Stanley upon this question, and he would he 
pleased to support him again. At the same time, 
he hoped that the hon. member would accept the 
wider recognition of the principle he advocated 
which was to be found in the amendment of the 
hon. member for North Brlshane. In any fresh 
contract for the coast service he had no doubt that 
the Government would be able, if they chose, to 
provide for the issue of free passes to m em hers 
of Parliament. That would be far better than 
that members should be under an obligation to 
different companies. The Premier had referred 
to the fact that the A.S.N. Company were in the 
habit of granting free passes to some members of 
Parliament in this colony. He was aware that 
the Postma'Ster-General was generally presented 
with a pass ; and he believed that the Minister 
at the head of the Government was treated in a 
similar manner. 'When he was in office himself 
he received a cnmplimentary letter from the 
A.S.N. Company, enclosing a pass in observance 
of the usual custom ; but he only had the 
honour to possess it a few clays, during which 
he never once used it. A similar custom ob
tained with the mail contractors in Victoria. 
The whole of the Government mail contractors 
were compelled to carry members of Parliament 
free of charge ; and seeing that their own con
tractors were very well paid, he did not sec why 
they also should not be compelled to carry mem
bers of Parliament free of expense where they 
ran vehicles. He hoped the House would recog-

nise in some form or other the principles indica
ted by the motion. Last year he believed the 
proposal of the hon. member for Stanley reached 
committee, but was there thrown out by a narrow 
majority. He hoped the hon. member would be 
more successful this year. If he were able he 
would vote both for the motion and the amend
ment; hut he hoped the hon. member would 
accept the amendment. 

The PRl£MIER sn.id the hon. member for 
Mary borough had unintentionally misrepresented 
what he said in referring to the distribution of 
passes by the A.S.N. Company. What he said 
was that he had heard that several members had 
received free passes from the company. He did 
not know what he had mentioned to be a fact. 

The COLONIAL SECHETARY said that if 
the hon. member for Stanley hoped to carry his 
motion he would not accept the amendment of 
the hon. member for North Brisbane. Tlw only 
ground upon which he supported the motion was 
that it was exceedingly desirable that members 
should he educated-that they should have some 
opportunity of seeing the northern portions of the 
colony. As he had recently remarked, the igno
rance of southern members with reference to the 
commerce and trading facilities of their northern 
ports was deplorable, and could not he exceeded 
in any Legislative Assembly. \Vith a view, then, 
of dissemimtting some useful knowledge, how
ever small, as to the capabilities of their north
ern ports, he would vote for the hem. member's 
motion as it now stood. The amendment opened 
up quite a different phase of the question; and 
upon this occasion he was, as usual, in a state of 
fog as to whether the hon. member for lYrary
horough intended to support the amendment, 
the original proposition, both, neither, or some 
other abstract proposition which he had not ex
plained. But he held that the amendment was 
totally out of place. It opened up a question 
which should be argued upon its own merits
the question of payment of members. Bven if 
the amendment were agreed to, it would be 
necessary to introduce a Bill to carry out the 
purpose the hon. member had in view. He did 
not think that in the present temper of the 
House the hon. memher was likely to succeed in 
carrying a Bill which introduced payment of 
members. A great many hon. members who 
supported this proposition before we had the 
frightful example which had been displayed by 
Victoria were now among its most determined 
opponents. In previous years-although he had 
always strongly condemned the principle-he 
had voted for the proposition twice as a mere 
matter of expediency, to enable men who would 
not otherwise possess the means to enter the 
House as the representatives of remote constituen
cies with the wants of which they were well ac
quainted. But, as he had already had occasion 
to observe more tlum once, he had seen reason 
to completely withdraw even the modified sup
port he had previously given to the proposition. 
He believed the evil effects of the principle far 
outnumbered any benefits they might expect to 
derive from it. To any attempt to introduce 
payment of members, therefore, he would offer 
a most strenuous opposition. He believed it had 
done more harm to the colony of Victoria than 
any measure ever introduced there. The object 
of the hon. member for North Brisbane, in mov
ing his amendment, was evidently to block the 
proposition of the hon. member for Stanley. 
He did not think it at all fair of the hon. member 
to move such an amendment, and he hoped that 
it would be negatived, and the proposal of the 
hem. member for Stanley carried. 

Mr. FEEZ said that, as one of the northern 
members, he felt it his duty to say something 
upon this question. He thought the motion of 
the hon. member for Stanley dealt out fairplay. 
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Hon. membere representing the southern dis
tricts were able to avail themselves of free passes 
on the railwfl,y, and he did not think that course 
could lJe objectecl to when they were engaged 
upon the work of the country. If the motion of 
tlw hon. member for Stanley enabled some m em
hers to form a better judgment of the wants of 
the northern part of the colony, it would, upon 
that grouml alone, be of great service; but it 
\\·ouhl also allow northern members to enjoy 
the advantage now enjoy eel by southern members. 
He had hacl considerable dealings with the 
"\..S.N. Company, and he must say that he had 
never founcl them so unfair as he had heard them 
represented to be in the House. He never had 
any offer from the company, in any shape or 
form, of a free pass between llockhampton aml 
tlydney. As for payment of members, he should 
be very sorry, poor as he was, to see the prin
ciple '"\opted here. The injurious results that 
lmc1 follower\ the adoption of the principle in 
Victoria-through which there had been intro
duced into Parliament a band of ol1structionists 
and profe"ional politicians-ought to deter them 
from following the example of that colony. He 
trusted that the proposition of the hon. member 
for Stanley woul(l be agreed to. 

Mr. :\IACDONALD-P ATERSON said he 
thonght that a dismmsion on the question of pay
ment of members ought not to take place on such 
" motion. He concurred in the proposition mar le 
by the hon. member for Stanley ; but, being ad
verse to the principle of payment of member~, he 
should vote against the arueudnwnt. The advis
nbility of affonling members facilities to go to 
the ]\ orth was well exemplifiecl in the speech of 
the hou. member (:\Ir. Thorn), who had shown 
hi~ ig-norance with regard to the workH being 
executed at the Fitzroy Hiver. The hon. mem
lJer lm<l said that the expemliture was wasteful, 
]J((t he (:\Ir. l\tterson) was assurecl on good 
anthority that alre,tcly the works had resulted 
in the obtaining- of seven feet of water \vhere 
there lmcl lJeen i10 wnter l1efore at low-water, and 
that when the work was completed the depth 
wuulcl be increased to niuc or ten feet. 

J\[r. SCOTT said he intended to oppme the 
mne!l(lment of the hon. member for North Bris-
1m.ne for tw'o rert:::on~-the fir1;t being that the 
1 )fiuciple '" tts bad, and the second, becan:se, if 
it were agrcecl to, it could not be applied to 
thii:i se<:.sion. I;..,ree passer; nlight be granted to 
lwu. n1e1nbers, but during thi:-; He~sion they cuuJd 
not grrLnt direct pnryn1ents to thernselvm;, He 
\YaH uot sure \Yhether,- nnder the St::tndi11g 
Order.~, the Yotes of hon. rnernherR who voted in 
favour of the muendment could not be olJjcctecl 
to, on the grmnul tha.t they \\rere voting for 
something in which they had a pcr~onal interest. 

The J\ILl\IST};g FOR '\VORKS (who was 
inclistinctly heard) said that he shoulcl have 
gi vcn a silent vote h>tcl the hon. member (:\Ir. 
1 loughs) not challenged him. \Vhen the hon. 
1nernl1(-;:r for Stn,uley bronght forward a :-drnilar 
motion htst ye'w he opposed it, becanse he 
thought it wonlcl be introducing the thin end of the 
\Veclge to\varcl~ payn1ent of 111eJnberK, but :-:ince 
then he had seen reason to ch~'~nge his opinion. l-Ie 
thonght it ''ras desirable to gn1nt free p<-1Sses to 
hon. rnernberK, HO that the igno1·anc~ which they 
rlisplayed with regard to the northern ports 
might be dii<pelled. For that reason, and that 
alone, he shonld vote for the motion ; but he 
thought it should l>e amenrled by the omihion of 
the words ''political business," so that hon. n1eln
bers from the South might be a,t liberty to travel 
ouce a ye<.Lr for the purpo;:-;e of acc1nlring that 
education which lmcl l>een spoken of. The leacler 
of the Opposition hml stated tlmt his amendment 
die! not mean payment of members. Jie (J\Ir. 
JUacrossan) thought it was payment of members 
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just as much as if it were proposed to vote direct 
salaries. They might have payment of members in 
different forms-it was simply a question of degree 
or character. If theyrmid the expenses of members 
coming to Brisbane, they would be voting the 
equivalent to a salary-there was no earthly 
difference, as far as he could see. The hon. 
member (:\Ir. Douglas) contended that they could 
not take the present Parliament of Victoria as 
an exmnple of the re,ult of payment of members, 
because it was more conservative than any par~ 
lir~ment which had been in existence in that 
colony for many ye,.,rs. The hon. member seemed 
to overlook the fact that the increase of the Con
servative party was brought about altogether 
apart from payment of members. It W[IS 
said that to carry democracy to its legitimate 
outcome they should limit as little as pos
sible the free choice of the people. That 
was very true, but he denied that pay
ment of members put all men on [In equality 
to become representatives. If men were paid 
the inequality of wealth would still exist, 
and everyone knew that wealth W[IS a great 
power towards success at an election. 'I'hey had 
examples of the result of payment of members 
other than that afforded by Victoria. There 
was a worse example, but they were in the h"bit 
of quoting Victoria because they were neigh
bours, and because they lived under the same 
lam< and were rulml by the same Sovereign. In 
the United States they lmd the most democratic 
form of government in existence. Payment of 
members there had certainh' not resulted in 
improving the re,pectability" of members; it 
had tended to deteriorate the representatives, 
and to introduce into the legislature a class 
of mere ad ventnrem. If the motion were 
carried, and a clause W[IS inserted in future con
tntct:-; \vith the stean1 IH1Yigation cornpanies to 
the effect that members of Parliament were to 
have free l'"ssages, he had no doubt that the 
companies vmuld increase the amount of their 
tenders. '\Vhen he entered the House first he 
was an advocate of payment of members, and 
spoke in favour of it before he became a member. 
He voted in favour of a Bill to provide for l'"-Y· 
ment of members, but before he had been in 
Pttrlimncnt three yrarH he changed his views and 
announced the change of his opinions on the same 
platform on which he had previously expressed 
himself in favour of the principle. 

:\Ir. :i\IACF ATILAl\E said that as the amend
ment was in keeping with opinions which he had 
always entertained he should vote for it. He 
did not think that this was the time to go into 
the question of payment of meml>ers, hut he did 
think that the »rguments on the side of payment 
of n1ernbers were nwre nurnerous and n1uch 
stronger than they were on the other side. 
He knew many places in the colony where there 
was great rlifficulty in finding men who had the 
time [lnc\means to del'ote to public business, "ncl 
therefore he was of opinion that if members were 
remunerated for their time during the actual 
sitting of the House, it would be the means of 
getting a superior lot of men. He should there
fore support the amendment. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AX said he had nothing at all 
to complain of in the debate which had taken 
place, but he must protest at once that he had not 
had the slightest idea of provoking a discussion 
on pn.yrnent of rnernbers 'vhen he n1ovecl his reso
lution. His proposition was the simplest thing 
possible, "ncl he hacl lmmght it forward on the 
high grounds mentioned by the hon. :\linister for 
vVorks, as he had always felt a great re
luctance in voting money for the X orth when he 
knew nothing about the places for which it was 
voted. He did not suppose there W[IS a member 
who entered that House who did not only sacri-
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lice a great deal of his time, but also spent a 
great deal of his own money in attending to his 
duties, not only in travelling, but in telegrams 
and other things. He had himself paid as much 
as 25s. in one week for telegrams which he 
had not gone to the Government for, and 
he did not see why it was not enough to 
give his labour to the country without giv
ing his money also. People did not take into 
consideration the amount of correspondence 
members of Parliament had to get through and 
the cost of elections they had to contest; and why, 
then, there should be so much made of a pass to 
the North he could not understand. If the Gov
ernment robbed a man of a deposit he had paid 
on a piece of land, they said they could not give 
it back and nothing more was done; in fact, he 
had himself been robbed several times by the 
Government in that way. However, that had 
nothing to do with his argument that, year after 
year, members had to vote on matters of which 
they knew nothing simply because they were 
ignorant of that part of the colony to which they 
referred. As to the idea of travelling for pleasure, 
or going to Thursday Island for;recreation, that was 
outofthequestion, asCooktown was the last north
ern port to which the steamers went. If the hon. 
member for North Brisbane (Mr. Griffith) would 
bring forward a Bill for payment of members he 
should be very happy, if in the House at the 
time, to discuss it ; but at present that was not 
the question. He would acknowledge at once 
that he was in favour of the hon. member's 
amendment, as it was a broader question than he 
(Mr. O'Sullivan) brought forward, but his idea 
had been to put his resolution in such a form as 
to be beyond any debate on payment of members; 
should that question be brought forward he 
should be very willing to go in for such a proposi
tion as that contained in the amendment. The 
hon. member would see that in the present 
temper of the House, if he withdrew his amend
ment, he (Mr. O'Sullivan) would be able to carry 
his resolution-whilst, if they carried a motion 
for payment of members, notwithstanding what 
had been said to the contrary, they would have 
to go to the country before they could reap any 
benefit from it. 

Mr. MILES said he should not have risen to 
address the House had it not been for what h~td 
fallen from the hon. leader of the Opposition. If 
he caught properly what the hon. member said, it 
was that he would not confine payment of mem
bers to the Legislative Assembly, but extend 
it to members of the other Chamber. If that 
was what was meant, he (Mr. Miles) would 
oppose such a proposition by all the means 
in his power. If the hon. member thought 
he was going to get him to assist in pension
ing off members of the Upper House he 
was very much mistaken, as it would make a 
seat in the other Chamber a mere sinecure. In 
the elective branch of the Legislature they had 
to go before their constituents, and if they did 
not do their duty those constituents could turn 
them out; hut when once a man was in the 
Upper House there was no getting him out. He 
thought the hon. member had better qualify his 
amendment, and if it was withdrawn he should 
vote for the resolution, as he believed, and 
always had, in the payment of members. He 
Would ask hon. members opposite, if a man was 
to go to any of them and offer to manage a station 
for them on the Flinders, or elsewhere, for nothing, 
whether they would accept such a man's services
Would they not say that he could he no good? 
He was quite sure that if a man offered 
to serve him for nothing he should know that he 
intended to pay himself somehow or other and 
must he a rogue ; and as he considered that every 
man should be paid for his work, he thought it 
Would be far better if the House went in for pay· 

ment of members at once. He could remember 
when the present :Minister for Lands was a strong 
advocate of payment for members, aud when he 
used to ask the hon. member for Niaryborough 
when he intended to introduce a Bill for that 
purpose. He believed at one time such a Dill 
even formed part of the prog-ramme in the 
Governor's Speech, hut somehow it got to the 
bottom of the business paper. He did not know 
that this was the proper time for such a measure, 
as there was so much work on hand; but he 
hoped that if the Government did not intra<lucc 
such a Bill, either the hon. member for Stanley 
or the hon. member for North Brisbane would 
do so. 

Mr. KATES said he was so thoroughly opposed 
to the payment of members, or anything- ap
proaching to it, that he should oppose both the 
resolution and the amendment. If an hou. 
member wished to educate himself by going 
north to see the public works there, the least 
he could do was to pay his own passage money. 

Mr. THOMPSON said that, perhaps, the 
best way to narrow the question would be to 
vote for the resolution of the hon. member 
for Stanley, as the House did not seem in the 
humour to entertain the idea of payment of mem
bers. Though it was a long time since he had been 
north, yet if the resolution was carried he might 
not take adYantage of it; but still it might he 
a good thing to give hon. members who had 
voted money for the north an opportunity of 
going up to see how that money had been ex
pended. It had been said by the Premier that 
it would he a very great expense, and that 
thirty-nine members would take advantage of 
it ; hut his own opinion was that instead of 
thirty-nine there would not be more than nine 
who would do so. 

'l'he PHEMIEH : What I sai<l was that 
thirty-nine members would come under the 
motion. 

Mr. THO:MPSON said he did not suppose 
that very many members would take advantage 
of the passes-probably none at all this year, ancl, 
anyhow, nobody would be inclined to go north 
in the summer time-not to see the public works, 
at any rate. 

Mr. MOREHEAD sai<l that the argument 
used by the hon. member who had just sat clown 
was the most extraording,ry he had e\-er known 
brought before the House-even by a lawyer. 
He said he could see great advantages in the pro
position, because it would enable hon. members 
to see how the large amounts of money that were 
being expended in the north were being laid 
out; and then he said that probably, unles' it 
was in the winter season, they would not go at 
all. The sole reason given for voting for the 
resolution was that possibly out of thirty-nine 
members nine might take advantage of the 
passes. The hon. member for North Brisbane 
had succeeded in knocking a little fun out 
of the senior member for Stanley, and he 
(1\Ir. Morehead) gave him great credit for 
it, for that hon. member was generally 
equal to three ordinary members of the House. 
In his (Mr. ]\forehead's) opinion no hon. member 
in his senses would vote for either the ameml
ment or the original motion. If the question of 
payment of members was to be brought forward, 
let it be brought before the House and tested in 
a proper way. The very terms of the amendment 
were absurd. 'Vho was to decide what "purely 
political business" was? It was simply a waste 
of time and playing with legislation. Even if the 
motion was carried, the House, when it resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, would 
never allow the resolution to get out alive again. 
Not only was it an absurd resolution as it stood, 
but it was miserably crude. They were to pay the 
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way of hon. members up and down the coast once 
a year. According to this they might make that 
once always, and never get off the ship at all. It 
might mean the whole year, for they might say 
they were not satisfied with the first turn round, 
but were going on the same olil travel. The 
argument that it would be a good thing for hon. 
members to see how the money was being ex
pended was also a perfect farce. How could they ? 
He said without hesitation that nine-tenths of 
them were not competent to judge ; they had not 
knowledge enough to see whether money was 
being properly expended or not. And even if 
they had the knowledge, they had not the time 
to stop and see. Supposing they wenttoTowns
ville and saw a great public work going on, they 
would stop for two or three hours ani! then 
they would come down to say either that it 
was all right or all wrong. Much in that case 
would depend upon the person who showed them 
round. If it was a g·ood affable Scotchman they 
would be induced to believe that everything 
was admirable, but if it was a blundering 
Irishman they would be persuaded it was a 
bungle, although the Irishman might be rig·ht 
and the Scotclnnan wrong. He gave the hon. 
member for North Brisbane great credit for the 
ingenious way in which he had moved the 
amendment. He was always moving amend
ments ; it was his mission, and he did not be
lieve he could live without doing so. One 
thing had been gained, at any rate, for notice 
had been given that the hon. members for North 
Brisbane and Darling Downs were in co-partner
ship, and that would be a very nice and interest
ing thing. He was glad to see that the latter hon. 
gentleman had come out of his shell. He (Mr. 
1\>Iorehead) was afraid he had become cramped, 
or had got into somebody else's shell and would 
never come out. He had come out on two occa
sions, and although, perhaps, he did not do much 
\V hen he dicl C()llle, yet it wa,::; ISVlHeLhing to get 
him out ; and if they got him him out far 
enough they might cut off his retreat. He 
(Mr. Morehead) was glad to see that there was 
life in-he would not say the old hound, be
cause it was not parliamentary, although it was 
classical-but in the most aged member of the 
House : and that if he could not bite he could 
make a sort of growl-an indistinct kind of bark. 
The hon. member for JYioreton had also been 
injudiciously silent for some time past, and he 
hoped it was not from any injury to his lungs in 
consequence of the amount of roaring he had 
clone in the early part of the session. To come 
back to the subject, he sincerely trusted the 
motion would not be carried at the present time, 
and he should vote against it. 

Mr. GRIIrFITH said he had no objection to 
withdraw his motion, but would take an early 
opportunity to bring it forwttrd in another way 

The SPEAKEI~ : Does the House consent t~ 
the withdrawal of the amendment? 

HONOUHABLE Mlco!BERsl: No ! 
Amendment put and negatived. 

Mr. MILES said he wished to call attention 
to a letter in to-clay's paper referring to the 
hon. member for the Mitchell as a privileged 
slanderer. 

The SPEAKER said the hon. member must 
speak to the question before the House. 

Mr. MILI~S said he was saying· thttt the hon. 
member for Mitchell was described as a privi
leged slanderer. 

Mr. MOREHEAD : Supposing I called you a 
privileged liar? 

Mr. MILES said everybody knew thttt the 
hon. member used his privileges as a member of 
the House to slander, abuse, and scandalise not 

only members of the House, but individuals out
side of it, and he felt that he must express his 
abhorrence of it in the strongest terms he could 
command. The hon. member had referred to 
members of the Opposition as renegades, and 
had used against them all the offensive epithets 
he could find. The hon. member was now getting 
up in years, and would be very well if he were to 
abandon his foolish, boyish habits, and endeavour 
to direct his great abilities to the good of the 
country. The hon. member might abuse him 
{Mr. Miles) as much as he liked; he did not care 
a straw about it, for it would only recoil upon 
his own head. Everybody knew what the hon. 
member was, and that he endeavoured to make 
tomfoolery of everything that was brought 
before the House. If he had not been ruled out 
of order, he would have read the letter to 
which he had referred, because it said the hon. 
member sheltered himself under the privileges 
of Parliament, and that was exactly what he 
was in the habit of doing. 

Original question put, and the House di 
vided :-

AY:~<~s, 25. 
Messrs. Palmer, ~rcnwraith, Macrossan, Perkins 

lleor, Persse, ::.\:lcLean, Scott, Norton, Low, Garrick 
Douglas, Fcez, 1\'Iacfarlane, Miles, H.""-~. Palmer, Bailey, 
Thompson, Beat tie, Thorn, Kingsford, Swan wick, Cooper, 
Davenport, and O'Sullivan. 

NoEs, 18. 
:n:t:essrs. Griffi.th, Dickson, Stevens, Morehead, Baynes, 

Amhurst, Lalor, Hill, Kates, Weld-Blundell, Stevenson, 
Fraser, Hendren, Rutledge, Meston, Paterson, Archer, 
and Horwitz. 

'While the divi5ion was proceeding, 
Mr. O'SULLIV AN challenged Mr. Amhurst's 

vote, on the ground that he had seconded the 
motion. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said it was of no use now ; 
the hon. member had been appointed teller for 
the "Noes." 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN said he was not asking 
the opinion of the hon. member for Mitchell, who 
was not Speaker yet. 

The SPEAKER : An hon. member who 
seconds a motion is at perfect liberty to vote 
against it. He may second it for the purpose 
of h:1ving it put to the House, as it could not be 
put without a seconder. 

Question, therefore, resolved in the affirma
tive. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
The House adjourned at ten minutes past 9-

after a protest from Mr. MILES, on the ground 
that there was important business on the paper, 
which might be cleared off before rising-till 
Tuesday next. 




