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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Wednesdccy, 25 Au,gust, 1880. 

Petitions.- Correction.- Question. -1\IaiJ Contract
resumption of committee. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

PETITIONS. 
Mr. ARCHER presented a petition from 

Graziers and others in the marsupial district of 
Rockhampton, praying that some ch:tnge might 
be made in the Marsupial Act. 

Petition read and received. 
Mr. RUTLEDGE presente<l a petition from 

over 200 Elector~ of Enoggera, praying for :::uch a 
revision of tariff as would result in fostering 
native industries. 

Petition read and received. 
Mr. HORWITZ presented a petition from the 

Inhabitants of vV arwick and the surrounding 
District, in favour of a Protective Policy. 

Petition read and received. 

CORRECTION. 
'l'he HoN. S. "\V. GRLB'FITII rose to make a 

correction in the report of a speech he delivered 
last night, published in this morning's Hans<ml. 
As it was a matter about which there was :1 
o-reat deal of misrepresent:1tion very often, he 
thouo-ht it necessary to correct it. He was re
port:d to have saiL! that "he was certain the 
people of the North, notwithstanding the con
tinual efforts made to induce them to believe 
that there was an antagonism in this pm·t of the 
colony against thmn, were not so unreasonable 
as to desire the colony at large to be taxed for a 
service which would be of little use to hirn 
and of no use whatever to anybody else." 
What he did say was that it would be of 
comparatively little use to "them;" not "him." 
Again, shortly afterwards, he was made to say, 
"It was not likely that Bowen or Townsvi!le 
could ever compete with Brisbane for the traole 
of the interior." "\Vhat he did say was, that 
"it was not likely Bowen or Townsville could 
ever compete with Brisbane for the tmde of the 
interior of the southern part of the colony.'' 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBEI\: No. 

Mr. G RIFFITH said he used the words 
" southern portion of the colony," or " this 
portion of the colony." 

An IloNOUHABLE MEMBEI\: No. 
Mr. GRIFJ<'ITH said he was certain he used 

the words, because he wished to be very correct 
upon the point to which he was addressing him
self. 

The PREMIER {Mr. Mcllwraith) s:tirl he had 
not the slightest objection to the hon. member 
making the correction ; but, in justice to the 
Hansard staff, he was bound to say that the words 
were reported, as nearly as could be, 1!el'ba.tiJn. 
He {Mr. Mcllwmith) noticed at the time that 
the hon. gentleman said exactly what was 
reported, and wondered why he said it. 

QUESTION. 
Mr. DICKSON asked the Secretary for Public 

Lands-
Is the Inspector of Road Surveys at the prm;;ent time 

engaged in having Road Surveys mnrlmd iu aU.vance of 
Settlement? 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS {Mr. Perkins) 
replied-

NQt 11t :present 

MAIL CONTRACT-RESUMPTION OF 
COMMITTER 

The House having resolved itself into a Com
mittee of the ·whole to fnrther eonsicler the 
proposed through Steam Service between Lon
don and Brisbane, 

Mr. GIUFFITH said that when he addressed 
the House, last night, he promised that he 
woulcl, this afternoon, state definitely what the 
Opposition proposed to do with reference to the 
question now before the Committee. He had 
haLl an opportunity of consulting the members 
of his party, and what he had now to say was 
the unanimous opinion of all. The Oppositi.m 
were fully aware of the grettt responsibility in
volved in the course they proposed to take, aml 
were deeply impressed with the sense that 
nothing Lut very extraordinary circnrnstancet-:; 
could justify them, being a minority in the 
House, in opposing themselves to what was sup
posed to be a majority of the House. In con
siderincc the matter in all its bearings, they had 
consid:red the state of public business, much of 
which they knew was very urgent, and should 
be proceeded with as soon as possible. They 
had also considered the matter from the point of 
view which existed before thel<'inanci>tl Statement 
was delivered, when they promised that if, after 
the discussion of the J<'inancial Statement, there 
were groundH for withdrawing oppo~ition, they 
would do so. They had comidered all thhc mat
ters. So far as any alteration in _the position 
had been brought about by the deh very uf the 
J<'inancial Statement, it seemed tu them that, 
if anything, it was for !l~e w_orse. It migl:t 
have been, and the antJc1patwn was that rt 
would have been, tha,t the Treasurer would have 
made some proposals which would, perhaps, have 
enabled the country to bear the additional cost 
of this proposed experiment without entailing 
any serious additional burden upon those people 
of the colony who were least able to bear it ; but 
no such proposal harl been made. The mattet·, 
therefore, was in this position: whereas before 
they did not know what proposals the Uo\'ern
ment intended to 11111ke as to the be:trmg 
of this burden, they now knew thnt the 
Government proposed to make no definite 
m· distinct proposals by way of additional 
taxation, or for raiRing additional revenue. They 
were therefore left to consider the matter 
upon other groundr-;. lTpon an nccaKion l:tst 
yettr, when he hrtd the misfortune to differ from 
a number of his friends in the House mtd anum
ber of gentleman out of it, he took the oppor
tunity to state wh:tt he considered were some _of 
the circumstances which would justify a parlm
mentary 1ninority in h:-tving recourse to a. puli_cy 
of obstruction. Further reflection had not m
duced him to modify those views, and he could 
not do better than repeat them now, because an 
opinion ::trri Yed ~tt when his senthnonts were 
opposed to those who nsn:tlly :>greed with him 
were, perhn,ps, nwre dis]Jassiouate than those 
which he might utter in the heat of controversies, 
like those which had recently taken place. Uu 
the 25th August, exactly twelve months ago
a ;.:;trn..nge coincidence, which he 'vas not n.vva.re 
of till this moment-he was reported in Hansa,-d, 
page 1425, to have sai<l-

" He regarded the right of obstruction-which wns, 
in fact, the right to take advantage of the forms ui' the 
Hollsc~as a mostvaln:tl)le parliamentary weapon. Jt was 
provided by the Standing Orders, an~ had been provid.cll 
by the wisdom of centuries, for eertam pnrpo:-les. rrnctlC'"l 
of that ldnd might properly be applied for the purvos0 
or securing fl'eeclnm or del)ate ancl preventing any 
attempt of the majorit..v to eoerec a minority wit.hout 
full ctiHcn~~ion. .A~ to the circmnstanP-eH \Vhich might 
jn..,;t.ify the exercise or these taeties, that \vas a matter 
of' opinion for whidt those who adopted them must be 
respow~ible. It' they were wrong they would bo con
f)emnei! b)" )ltlblic opinion; ifthcr were right ther would 
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not be. He-expressing his own private opinwn
thought, therefore the tactics of obstrnctwn might 
be applied to answer temporary purposes. He 
dicl uoL wish to he nndcr~tood to ~ny that there 
were not other circum~t.ance,s in which Lhcv mio-ht 
not be applied. lie would give instance~.~ H~p
llO~e. for mstnnee, a project was formed b\' a suntll 
majority in the Jionse to carry out which wmild involve 
the country in irretrievable ruin, ·which there would he 
uo ~ppm'Lunity of correcting ai't.el'\vard~-as, for example, 
votmg :L la.rg-e smn or money the destination or wllich 
conlll not afterwards be coutrollell; or, il' it was pro
vu~?d to suh~iLlise. some particular person, re:-:pecting 
wluch he HllglrL mstanco the cnse or a GoYcrnor in 
Yictoria. Another cn:-::c might be that in ·which the 
Government brongh'L 1'orw~trd revolutionary proposals to 
alwr t.he Uon~Litutiou-or somethiu~ of that kind. 
Another case wonlU be where the Government brouo·}Jt 
t'orward a, matter wllich wa~ elearly against the vlai~ly 
exprc'"":;ed pnhlic opinion or the colony, and which an 
apveal to the constitncucics wonld revc1·~c." 

He found in the C8.se now before the Committee 
two of the circnmst"'nccs which he then thouo·ht 
jnHtitieLl ohstructim1, the firHt being the voting 
of "' large sum of money the de,.;tination of 
which could not 8.fterwards be controlled ; the 
second being t1utt thii:; wa.H pos~;ibly a n1atter 
ngainst the pbinly expressed public opinion of 
the colony, 8.nd which ;m 8.ppe8.l to the constitu
ents would reverse. 'l'h"'t this contmct fell within 
the first was cle8.r, because if this propos<tl 
was c:tnied the country would be committed 
for :t l?eriod of eight year,..,, to n very larg~ 
ex penchLure of money which the House 
woulcl not be <tble, pmctically, to control. 
The country 1vould be pleclged to the perform
mwe of the contmct, however disad vanta~eons 
it 1night be, n,nd however ruinous to our tra.de 
awl commerce. Thctt, however, if it stood alone 
would prob::thly be only a matter upon which the 
opinion of a m::tjority of the House would be 
competent to der.:icle. But there remained the 
other question~whether it was 11gainst the 
plainly expresNed opinion of the majority of 
the people ? The Opposition believed that 
the pbinly expressed opinion of the laro-e 
n;11j?rity of the people of the colony w';;s 
cl"tmctly adverse to the scheme now before 
tl1e Committee. l'ublic meetings hac! been 
held in ne11rly every p"'rt of the colony where 
there were people enough to form a public 
meeting, and they hacl almost un<tnimously con
demned the proposition. True, there had been 
one or two 1neeting::.; here nnd there in favour of 
it ; lmt it was well known that those meetings 
wer.,, originatecl by means of telegrams, with the 
'vnrds "on ller ~lfl,jeRty'R service" rLtta.ched to 
them, sent by priv<~te members who supported 
the Uovernment. That the public opinion of the 
colony wros ag"'inst the proposition could not, he 
thou:;ht, be denied. Then came the question~ 
was there re<tlly a majority of the House in 
favonr of it? It w<ts only un<ler very cxtmor
clinary circmmtances that a minority would be 
justifiecl in imposing its wishes on 11 majority of the 
Hou,.;e ; [l,JHl he felt bonncl, before the Opposition 
cmnmittecl itfjelf to ~tny t;uch course, to give good 
reasons for doing- ,.;o. If he could not do so, they 
had no right to adopt such a course. As to 
public opinion, he had alrel.tdy stated his sincere 
belief that it was brgely opposed to the scheme, 
ancl that if the public had an opportunity of ex
prPNRing- ~tn opinion upon it in the House they 
would rlo so in tt 1nost nnn1iHtrtknl1le nw.nner. 
\Vas there" majority in the House in bvonr of 
it; and if so, how W:1H it con1posed? It n1ight 
l1e nnple:ts::mt to refer to the matter, but they 
coulcl not justify their position without doing 
so. He h<td carefully considered the list of mem
bers, and the greatest number who could be sup
l""'ecl to beinhvnur of the proposition was twenty
seven. He would cnumemte them that there 
might be no mistake. They were the hon. m mu
hers for J.\!Io.cby (Mr. Amhnrst), lllaclmll (J\lr. 
Archer), Bmnett (Mr. l3::vync~), the Attol'ncy• 

General, the hon. members for Cook (Mr. Cooper), 
Leichhardt (Mr. Feez), Gympie (Mr. Hamilton), 
Gregory (Mr. Hill), South Brisbane {Mr. Kings
ford), Mamnoa (Mr. Lalor), Balonne (Mr. Low), 
the Minister for Works, the Minister for Lands, 
the Premier, the hon. members for Mitchell 
(Mr. Morehead), Port Curtis (Mr. Norton), 
Stanley (Mr. O'Sullivan), Kennedy (Mr. H. 
Palmer), Fassifern {Mr. Persse), the Colonial 
Secretary, and either the Chairman of Commit
tees or the Speaker~one, but not both~the hon. 
members for Burke (Mr. Sheaffe), Dalby (Mr. 
Simpson), \Varreg-o (Mr. Stevens), Normanby 
(:i\Tr. Stevenson), Cook (Mr. \Valsh), and Cler
mont (Mr. \V eld-Blundell). Those were all the 
members who could be supposed to be in favour 
of the contmct~and they numhered exactly one
h11lf of the House. Two hon. members who sat 
on the Government side of the House he had not 
mentioned~the hon. members for Toowoomba 
(Mr. Davenport), aml for Stanley (Mr. Kellett). 
One of those gentlemen had spoken against the 
proposition, and the other had not spoken upon 
it at all ; and they could not be properly 
reckoned as supporters of it. It was no secret 
th"'t several of those twenty-seven members 
were not in favour of the proposition, except as 
a party question ; the only obligation they felt to 
vote for it was to support the Government on a 
party question. Under those circumstances, the 
proposition did not come before the House as one 
comnmnding the unbiassed, deliberate support of 
the majority of the House. All the other mem
bers, he had a right to <tssume, were opposed to 
it. He had omitted from his enumeration the 
hon. member for llulimba CMr. Swanwick), who 
made the total number presumably in favour of 
the proposition twenty-eight. There were four 
hon. members who had been absent from the 
House during the session~the hon. members for 
Hockh11mpton (Mr. Hea), Burke (Mr. Sheaffe), 
Kennedy {Mr. Stuhley), and Cook (Mr. \Valsh); 
and he had assumed that the hon. members for 
Burke and Cook were in favour of the scheme~ 
though he did not think they were, and there 
w:ts no reason for supposing that they were ; but 
he was willing to give the Government the benefit 
of the doubt. As to the other absent members, 
Mr. Rea and Mr. Stubley, he had every reason to 
s"'y th11t they were opposed to it. It was neces
sary to go a step further, and consider how the 
majority was made up. Was it a majority 
which really expressed the opinion of the country? 
J-Ie would not for a moment contend that hon. 
members oug·ht to be delegates, or that they 
ought to ohey every word of pulJlic opinion ; but 
there were remarkable circumstances in con
nection with the present Parliament which he 
would refer to in justification of the course the 
Opposition proposed to take. There were at least 
three hon. mmnbers who clirl not represent their 
constituencies on this subject. His colleague, the 
Colonial Secret8.ry, did not represent his con
stituency. 

The COLONIAL SECHETARY : IIe does 
not represent your party. 

Mr. GRIFFITH said he meant that the hon. 
gentleman would not have any chance of re
election. The hon. member for South Brisbane 
(l\Ir. Kingsford), as plainly as things could be 
pmvoc I, rlid not represent his constituents, and 
the hem. member for Bulimba (Mr. Swanwick) 
di<l not represent his. There were three mem
bers who, if their constituencies were 11p
pealecl to, would turn the majority into a 
minority. As to doubtful seats, he would simply 
refer to the hon. members for Kennedy (Mr. 
H. P11lmer), Stanley (Mr. O'Sullivan), and 
Gympie (1Ir. Ihmilton). It was doubtful, 
indeed, whether those were hon. members 
who reprosonted theil· constituencies. That 
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on this point they were opposed to their con
stituents there was no doubt- assuming that 
they were in favour of the contract. As to the 
other two hon. members, Messrs. Davenport and 
Kellett, either they did not represent their con
stituents on this point, or they ought not to be 
reckoned supporters of the scheme. So that the 
majority, against whom the minority was oppos
ing itself, was one constituted under very pecu
liar circumstances-circumstances which justi
fied the minority in opposing itself to the 
wishes of the majority. Considering all the 
circumstances, it was perfectly clear that a 
course of action which would have the effect 
of sending the scheme to oblivion would be 
generally acceptable to the country. Considering 
how the majority of the House was made up, 
and that the plainly expressed public opinion of 
the colony was against the scheme, the Opposi
tion felt that, great as the responsibility was, 
they ought not to shirk their duty of opposing 
it by every means in their power. It was a 
grave responsibility, which they accepted with 
the greatest reluctance; but they felt they would 
be wanting in their duty to the colony if they 
were not to take up that position. Of course, 
they had not forgotten that it was a scheme 
of considerable importance. If it were only 
a trifling matter they would not be justified 
in putting so great a strain on the parliamen
tary machinery. Instead of benefiting the colony 
and developing its resources, he believed the 
contract would seriously interfere with its 
prosperity. So important were the ch·cum
stances that there was left to them no alter
native but to oppose the scheme by every means 
in their power. There was one thing more he 
wished to say, and that was that in this matter 
the Opposition had no desire whatever to achieve 
a party victory ; they had no desire whatever to 
embarrass the Government by defeating the pro
position ; they had no wish that, if successful, it 
should be considered a Ministerial defeat. On 
the contrary, they would much prefer that the 
Chairman should be moved out of the chair 
by some hon. member who was in the con
fidence of the Government, without making any 
report, so that the effect of an adverse 
resolution from the Opposition side being carried 
might be avoided. The Opposition did not wish 
to achieve a party triumph, and they had no 
desire to take possession of the Treasury benches 
at the present time. They considered, however, 
that it was their plain duty, under the circum
stances, to accept the responsibility of endea
vouring, by such means as the usages of the 
House would allow, to prevent the contract being 
ratified. 

The PREMIER said the hon. member (i\Ir. 
Griflith) had lost sight of the words he used when 
the consideration of the contract was last before 
the Committee. On the 4th August, while trying 
to negotiate terms with the Government on the 
subject, the hon. member (Mr. Dickson) sn,id :-
"If the Premier would-as he had beeu requested to 

do from this side, and as several hon. members on the 
other side sincerely desired-postpone the consideration 
of the contract until after the Financial Statement had 
hern p,ntered npon, he ·would H.fford additional oppor
tnuitic" for ctiscussing it impnrLially and dispassion
ately, nntl wonhl withdraw from the Opposition the 
ba.si...; ot'tlleit·r<~a:-:on t'or declining to consider the con
tract lJOW. l t' ever there was a ucr~c~:-ity for the finan
cial att'airs of the eolon~r to 1Jl'8CCac al( otl1cr ~nbjects 
of debate. H wa~ at the prc::-:e11t pcrio(l: and if' tll{' lum. 
gentleman would adopl the conr+c he iwlie:ttert la:-:t 
evening, and postpone for a short tilnc the eonsiclora
tion of the mail sel'vice, and p1·occe<1 to con.-.;lder the 
most urgent matter of removin~ the emlmrras:-omcnt 
which at present hung over their finance.", he woHld 
greatly t'adlitate the consideration of the mail sel'Vif'e 
contract, and would enalJle them to do so without t lleir 
having recourse to those tactics \vhich they hnd hitherto 
been reluctantly compelled to adopt He had no desire 

to prolong the discussion, but confidently hoped that 
the Premier wonld, in the interests of the colony, see 
that it was unwise to insist upon the present considera
tion of the subject. By introducing the Financial State
ment first the mail service would he considered in an 
impartial spirit, and without the sUghtest wish on the 
part of the Opposition to obstruct the further delibera
tions of the House in connection with that matter." 

And the leader of the Opposition went on to 
say:-

" He wished to say another word before the matter 
was finally settled. Although he could not give an un
conditional pledge on the part of the Opposition, he 
could go so far as to say that anything that might 
occur afterwards wonld arise from an entirely different 
point of view from anything that had taken place up to 
the present time. It was, of course, impos.sible to say 
what might happen, and they might be free to discuss 
everything in tlle proper way. He was not anticipating 
that anything would arise; on the contrary, he saw no 
reason to anticipate any difficulty ; but if any did arise 
it would arise from an entirely new point of departure. 
Further than that he could not say. 

He (the Premier) took those statements in good 
bith, and did not think the Opposition delibe
rately intended to lead the Government into a 
trn,p to prevent their hn,ving time to discuss the 
subject. The hon. gentleman had now disclosed, 
though in very guarded words, that he intended 
to obstruct the motion in every possible way. 
He (the Premier) would appeal to hon. members 
whether all the reasons now given for thn,t course 
-with one exception to which he would speci
ally refer-were not exactly the same as those 
which existed on the previous occasion. It was 
no new matter in the Financial Statement which 
had led the hon. gentleman to give his list of 
objections against it, but that he was justified in 
his action by public opinion. As to the compo
sition of the House, of which the hon. gentleman 
had given an analysis, that was known long 
before the Financbl Statement was deliverer!; 
and he (the Premier) had good grounds for accus
ing the Opposition of a breach of fn,ith when they 
cn,me forward now to carry on obstruction with 
exn,ctly the same reason as they had given before. 
Whn,t was the only argument that he had said 
was an exception? He contended that all the 
arguments just used by the hon. gentleman were 
equn,lly applicable before the Financial State
ment was delivered, and that the hon. member 
had not broug·ht forward anything new to sup
port the opposition to the contract. The hon. 
gentleman was fair enough when he said thn,t 
there should be good grounds shown from the 
Financial Statement why this contract should not 
be stonewalled; but what was the only objection 
given by him? That the hon. gentleman had 
heard the Fin>1ncial Statement, and that he did 
not consider that proper provision was made for 
the payment of the cost of the proposed service. 
Surely that was not an argument for stone
walling any part of the policy of the Govern
ment, as the Government took the whole respon
sibility of finding the revenue to meet the 
expenditure they recommemlecl. It wns not for 
the Opposition to take upon themselves that 
responsibility. If they dirl take it upon them
selves it would be simply a nominal responsi
bility, as it could never be fixerl upon them. 
If there was any attempt to do that they would 
be the first to shift it off at once. He would 
ask the Committee to consider the hon. gentle
man's position. The hon. gentleman took up 
the position that he would be responsible for 
the consequences of this mail contract not pas
sing, but he (the Premier) contended that the 
responsil1ility woulcl rest with the Government, 
if they did not do n,]] in their power to see that 
their lmsiness was actuallv carried out. As to 
proper provision not havil1g- lJeen made for the 
proposetl service, the hon. gentlemn,n had devoted 
no time whn,tever tc1 the consiclemtion of that 
part of the question, He hat] referrerl to it, cer• 
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tainly, on the previous evening, and he (the 
Premier) then showed that there was ample pro
vision made for it in the revenue, and thus that 
ground of objection had been taken from under 
the hon. member altogether, and could not be 
used as an argument for obstructing the con
tract. The question of revenue had already been 
decided when, after the Financial Statement was 
made, the hon. member moved an amendment in 
these words :-

"That in the opinion of this Committee it is necessary 
to make further and better provision for equalising the 
public revenne and expenditure by additional taxation, 
and that no proposition for that purpose will be satis
factory to the country which does not provide for 
raising an increased revenue from Crown lands held 
under pastoral lease by an assessment on stock or other
wise." 

That was just the point put to the Committee 
by the hon. member, and it was decided by a 
majority of 27 to 18 against him. How, then, 
could the hon. member now come forward and 
say that the absence of proper provision being 
made was a reason why the contract should be 
stonewalled? Still, the hon. member, knowing 
that that had been decided by the Committee, 
now came forward and said that he did not 
believe it himself-that the matter was in a 
worse position than before, and that there was a 
justification for stonewalling. The only argu
ment, out of all those used by the hon. member, 
that he was entitled to use was that the Finan
cial Statement was inadequate ; but he (the 
Premier) had shown that that question, after 
long discussion on a motion amounting to one 
of want of confidence, had been decided against 
the Opposition, so that the only argument fell 
to the ground. Then the hon. member referred 
to public opinion, and said that it was gener
ally against the contract ; bnt how did the 
hon. member know what public opinion was ? 
He believed the hon. gentleman had had more 
to do in an underhanded way to form what 
he called public opinion during the last month 
than any other man in the colony. He (the 
Premier) cared very little for public opinion 
in a time of excitement worked up as it had 
been by the Opposition. He believed that the 
colony would by-and-bye come to its senses and 
recognize honesty of purpose in its public men 
when it existed, notwithstanding any schemes of 
designing men in that House ; and, however dis
agreeable it might be, and however hard it might 
be for a man to maintain his temper and sit 
under the calumnies so industriously spread, he 
should not shrink from his duty but stand by his 
post as leader of the House while he had a ma
jority. He had a contempt for the way in which 
the present warfare had been conducted, and he 
believed that before long the people of Queens
land who now opposed the contract would come 
to their senses, and would arrive at the con
clusion that they could not expect their public 
men to conduct their affairs faithfully unless 
they were properly and fairly treated. The hon. 
member had referred to a dissolution ; but he 
(the Premier) would not advise one, although if 
a dissolution was to take place now, he ques
tioned very much whether the position of mem
bers of the House would be much altered 
from what it was, notwithstanding what the 
hon. gentleman had said to the contrary. 
The hon. gentleman adduced as a proof that 
the contract was not in accordance with public 
opinion the number of public meetings that 
had been held in connection with it, and stated 
that with the exception of two or three in the 
north there had been none in favour of the con. 
tract. He would ask if the hon. member had 
been reading the papers lately, because if he 
had he must have seen that within the last 
three weeka there was scarcely a northern paper 

which did not contain reports of meetings at 
which resolutions were passed in favour of the 
contract. He did not know a single town north 
of Maryborough where the general feeling was 
not in favour of it, and he believed that in the 
South, ifthe question was divested of all the foul 
slander that had been circulated concerning it, 
the majority of the people would be found 
in favour of the contract. In analysing the 
position of hon. members on the Government 
side of the Committee, the hon. member, after 
going over all the names, made out that twenty
seven would vote for the contract. He picked 
out two hon. members-namely, :Mr. Davenport 
and Mr. Kellett-who, he said, were doubtful, as 
the first-named had not expressed any opinion, 
and as the other had expressed his disapproval 
of one of the clauses of the contract, but said 
that owing to its having been made a party 
question the Government would no doubt get 
twenty-seven. And then the hon. gentleman 
went on to say that members on his own side of 
the Committee were all of one opinion, which 
was against the contract. If that was the case, 
had there not been strong coercion used or party 
feeling excited to obtain such an unanimous 
expression of opinion ? It was absurd to pre
tend that there was not a strong feeling 
in favour of the contract, and he (the Premier) 
believed that on his side of the Committee there 
was not a member who would vote for it who 
did not really believe that it was the best thing 
which could be clone for the country at the 
present time. He should have no objection 
whatever to having the question put on its 
merits, and he could tell what the result would 
be-namely, that every member opposite would 
be against it, whilst members on his side would 
be pretty much as they now were-he did not 
believe that one would go over to the other side. 
He had sound reasons for making the question a 
party question. It had certainly given the 
Opposition a handle to cavil at, but he cun
sidered the question was one of the most im
portant which had been brought before Parlia
ment, and he thought it would have been a per
sonal reflection on himself if, after having spent 
so much time and trouble in England in connec
tion with this mail service, he had on his return 
allowed the work to be thrown in his face as use
less. Had he not made it a party question, he 
had not the slightest doubt that members of the 
Opposition would have rallied at once, got as 
many recruits as possible, and have tried to 
throw the whole thing overboard and claimed 
a party triumph. 'l'he leader of the Opposition 
had twitted the hon. Colonial Secretary time 
after time with having said that when a man 
was hard up he should speculate in order to 
retrieve his position, and the hon. member and 
others had twisted that remark in every possible 
way. He (the Premier), however, believed that 
when a man found himself getting low in the 
world he should try and g·et together as much 
available capital as he could command, with the 
object of using it judiciously and improving his 
position : that he believed to be the duty of every 
business man in times of depression. When a 
Inan sa\v that reverses were con1ing on hin1 it 
was his duty to try and retrieve his position ; and 
that was just what the Government were trying 
to do in this colony. The hon. member might 
think it was a popular thing to oppose this con
tract at the present time as there were so many 
newspapers opposing it, but if before six months 
were over the contract did not come into exis
tence there would be no more sorry man in Bris
bane than the hon. member himself. If the hon. 
member did not accept this contract, should he 
ever be in a position to make another he would 
find out the mistake he had made. He was 
as sure as that he stood on the floor of that 
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Chamber that there would be no more popular 
policy in Brislmne six months hence than thiH con
tract. He knew that there was a number of 
greedy men in Brisbane who, because they ditl 
not get a, good thing themselves, \Vonlcl like the 
Orient steamers to come to ]\'Ioreton Bay so as to 
give employment to small steamers, and he 
quite believed that a lot of selfish people in 
Brisbane would like to see the Orient ste::tmers 
corne here Ro as to make Brishane a hig centre 
::tnd thus spite the North ; but so long ::ts he was 
a member of the House he should oppose such 
a thing, ::tud he Llid not believe tlmt it woul<l 
be in <tccordance with the wishes of the sen
::JibJe people of BriHh::tne. Rvery rerLson given 
by the hon. leader of the Opposition l::tst 
year in justification of obstruction, the hon. 
gentleman said he was prepareLl to support this 
year. It waR, of course, no uHe cmnba.tting 
thm~e opinions, as it was ahvays very eaRy to give 
reasonH for olmtructing \vhen lJeople luu.l rnade 
up their minds to obstruct, and he (the Premier) 
did not intend to go into them. But he did not 
believe the hon. mernber was sincere in sa,ying 
tha.t his party \l'efe unanimous in the determina
tion to obstruct, bec::tuse the hon. member must 
be aware tlmt obstruction was a weapon he 
rnight hhnsclf suffer fr<nn if ever he cnn1H into 
power. \Vhen the h<m. gentleman ::tml the 
n1mnber for Enoggera were in power there were 
no two men who looked so uncomfortnhle if 
there was ::tny obstruction, but with the tacticd 
the hnn. g·cntleman h::td now adopted he wonld 
feel his seat more uncomfortable still. 'fhe Op
position had exactly the same rig-ht to oh
stnwt any other Order of the D::ty, ::tn<l if the 
Government submitted to such tyranny they 
would be unworthy to conduct the business 
of the House ::tnd the country. He W<'s perfectly 
aware that there was no party opposite able to 
conduct the public business ::tt the present time. 
The hon. gentleman was quite right when he said 
he was not anxious for office, and he 1night rest 
assmed that he was not likely to get it. The 
Government had not the slightest intention of 
giving to the Oppmlition that chance ; H::tying 
this, he would leave hon. member.s opposite to 
develop their opposition in any manner they 
chose. 

Mr. KELLETT said that as the leader of the 
Opposition had .thought fit to mention his name 
cspeci::t!ly as one whose vote might he doubtful, 
he wished to m::tke a few remarks in reply. 
\Vhen this question was before the Committee 
on a former ,)ccasion he expressed the ol1jection he 
lmd to a portion of the prop<me<l contract, lmt 
there was no need for the insinuation of the hLm. 
gentlenmn that if he (Mr. Kellett) voter! for the 
contract he would ::tct contrary to the wishes of 
his constituents am! against the opinions he had 
exprc,sed. So far as he knew, his constituents 
di<l not object to the proposed mail service. 
There had been several meetings in his dis
trict, ::tnd on looking ::tt the names of the 
movers and seconders of the resolutions ::tt those 
meetings he found there was not one who was 
not an opponent of his ::tt the last election. 
He could answer for his district th::tt there 
WitS generally a feeling in favour of the pre
sent Governinent. There was no Governn1ent, 
however good it might be, but exception Inight 
be taken to some of their ::tcts, and excep
tion had been taken to some of the present 
Government ; but he had no he.sitation in saying
that they possessed the confidence of the country, 
::tncl had the voice of the countrY with them. 
He was s::ttisfie<l that the longer t11e Government 
liwd the more they would have the conntry 
with them. There was a measure brought in 
bst session-the Divisional Boarcls Bill-which 
wits a very llnpopular measnn' for any 1\Tini;.;try 
to bke in hand. It w:w fount! nece~s::try to 

force the measure on the country, or else the 
Act wonl<l never have been carried out. Any 
hoarrls which had taken the trouble to unrlerstan<l 
their position were satisfied that the measure 
was for the interests of their tlistriets. There 
\vere so1ne nuttterN, howe; er, \vhieh it would be 
ncces.sary to nn1end, beca.use there \Vere too 
many boards, aml there was great difficulty in 
getting- the proper 111811 to net. l~nt \Vherever 
the work w:ts clone l1y seJJ>;ible men the Act wa,; 
working well. H c woul<l say that the leader of 
the Opposition need not troulJie himself <tlJcmt 
the junior member for Stanley. If he looked 
a little ne::trer home he would find enough to 
talk about. It would be better to stick to 
what he saicl he woulcl do, viz., that if 
the financial question were taken he would gi \'e 

up olJstruction to the mail contract. Th::tt 
waH the hon. 1nen1 bor\; sta.tmnent, lmt his action 
was dimnetricnlly opposed to it. \ Vhenever he 
found him (}ir. Kellett) acting- in the s::tme way, 
he might call his conduct in question. He lmd 
m:vle up hi.s mind long· <tgo th:tt if the question 
c::tme to a vote he would vote a;;·::tinst it ; but 
when he found the Opposition determined to 
adopt stonewalling tacticR, he ll1[tt1e np his 
mind to take no part in such ::tctions. He 
hml his own ideas on the question-he diLl not 
say they were right-and he harl intendeLl to 
vote ag-ainst the contmct; hut when he found 
the Opposition ohstructing, he would not assist 
them in any way. He need not give his 
roa,lons for hi:s Yiew of the question, bec::tuse 
the arguments used had been worn threacl
lmre; lmt he would state that no majority 
of his constituents h:L<l ever asked him to vote 
against the eontmct, nor ha<l they in ::tny w:cy 
tolcl him that they di<l not believe in the men in 
power at the Jlresent time. He w::ts perfectly 
satisfied that if Stanley were polled to-mmrow 
a majority would lJe found in bvour of the pre
sent Government. They had h::td enough of 
the late Ministry, ::tnd he w:ts fnlly satisfied that 
it would tnke some ymtrs before they forgot 
them. 

Mr. HA!\IILTO=" s::tid the member for North 
Brisbane (Mr. Griffith), in arlLlncing various ro:t
Hlll1S to justify the course he intended to pm·s1w, 
gave a.R one rc[l,son that vnriom' con~titneneieR 
were not properly re] •resenterl in the House, and, 
a1nong others, n1entioncd Gy1npie. Thi8 WflR un
true ; and, if he could show this to be so, it 
would en<~ble members to appreciate the value of 
the statements m:ttle by 1\lr. Griftith reg::trding 
other constituencies. The only expression of feel
ing· regarding the n1utter 'vhich ha.d t;Lken p1a.ce i11 

Gym pie was at a meeting which was called umler 
the ::tuspices of the Liberal Association there. 
ThiR as~mciation WfLS not very strong in f}yn1pie, 
if the following tale were true :-\Vhen the 
Lil1e1'al .A~sociation in Brisbane were hawking· a 
subscription list about the town to collect funds 
to assist 1\Jr. O'Kane against the Attorney
Goneml for the Bowen election-a list to which 
the n::tme of the present leader of the Oppo
sition was att::tched to the mnount of £10-
action was ::tlso taken by the association 
at Gym pie; and they also as,<isted Mr. O'Kane. 
The ::tmmmt of their contrihution consisted of a 
telegran1 n,:--:~mring hirn o£ their syn1 pa thy ttnd 
support; this telegrmn \vas rnnrke<l "collect.'' 
The r:;;tnle a.ssociation instiga,ted n n1eeting at 
Gy1npie regarding the uw,il contrnct. The chn.ir
Inn.n of thn.t Itlecting waH n rnan who hall lJeen 
politically opposed to him ever since his election. 
'fhe princip::tl spe::tker was J\lr. Ki<lgell, who 
mn ::tg<tinst him in the interests of the present 
Opposition ::tt the last general election, and was 
receive<! ::tt the meeting with hooting "ml jeers. 
The second speaker, he believe<!, was a dismissed 
Oovernmcnt servant, ::tml was so clrunk that he 
could hardly articul1.1to, and fol'lned a great 
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source of amusement to those present. Then 
followed two men rejoicing in the ancient 
names of Ahraham and Isaac ; bnt they clitl not 
belong to his constituency ; they harl heen 
scared up frmr1 the adjoining one, which was re
preoJented by a memher who oct':tsionally at
tempted to tinker with his electrorate. The 
meeting 'vas a fiasco; it was held on a night 
when it was known the miners conlrl not he pre
sent--for Satnnlay w:ts the only rhy a goorl nwet
ing of 1niners conl(l be g-ot on a goltlfiel({-n,n(l it 
was held at the to,il end of the field where lnmine',s 
1nen were plentiful hut 1ninerR scn.rco, an<l a,t a 
spot where thonsanrlfl of pounds were sqnanrlererl 
nway by the previouR (-}overnnlEmt, not in the 
interest of the 1iliners; but l\Ir. Kidg-ell, the late 
represento,tive of Gym pie, and a supporter of the 
Opposition, lived o,t that spot, which might acconnt 
for it. During last sehsion, by 1neansof the C/.l)mpie 
'l'im.cs, itwnsattcmptetlto show, :tsithadnowbeen 
attempted, that he dirlnotrepresentthefeelings of 
his constituency in supporting the Government. 
He went to Gym pie clm·in:;· the sew<ion and stated 
that, though he wonld not go ag;tinRt his convic
tions and support the Opposition, he would 
re,;ign if they wished him to rlo so nnd let them 
put another in his place. \Vhat was the verrlict nf 
the 1niners? 1\t a b,rg-e 111eeting on the 1nost 
popular part of the field they not only npproved 
of his conduct, but nn:cnimously thanked him for 
having supported the Covernn1ent, on]y one 
hand being held np against a resolution to that 
effect. He believed the miners in his rlistrict 
had the sa1ne confidence in the Governnwnt no-w 
that they lmrl then; anrl he felt sure that the 
d<1stardly <end cowardly manner in which the 
present Government had been attacker! hy the 
Opposition, alone, would tellll to make them side 
with the Governn10nt; for hi::; expel'ience of 
miners was that they were distinguished as a 
class, above all others, with a love of fah·play. 

l\Tr. G1UFJ<'ITH begged to move tho,t the 
Chairman leave the chair for the reo,sons hC'harl 
already given. He did not think it necessary to 
reply to the speech of the hon. gentleman at the 
hear! of the Uovermnent. The Opposition had 
fully considered the nmttor, and were r[nite nwarc 
of the responsibility they incurred. If pnhlic 
opinion should clmnge and consider the Opposi
tion were taking the \vrong conrRe, it \Vonld prove 
that they were not justified in their determina
tion; nothing woulrl justify the course they were 
taking except pn!Jlic approv:tl. The hon. mem
ber for Stanley appeared to he somewhat ng
gt·ieved by something he (Mr. Grifiith) had sai•l. 
Bnt he had not intenclerl to aggrieve that 
hon. member: he he:u·d him speak ag:tinst the 
mail contmct, and therefore a,,_snmed that he 
was opposed to it. If the hon. member had 
changed hi;-; opinionf.l, tha.t was another In:l..tter. 
He did not know thn.t there was anything more 
tn he said on the question, and he would therefore 
move that the Chairman leave the chair. 

The COLONIAL 8ECimTA RY (Mr. Palm or) 
said he wonlrl say a very few words on the 
speech made by the hon. member for North 
Brisbane. In the course of his remarks-he 
cnnlrl hardly call them arguments-he advanced 
the statement thctt, althongh memher.~ on the 
Opposition side did not represent the majority of 
the House, they representr;r] the majority of the 
people. He (Mr. l'almer) entirely denied. that 
the Opposition side of the Honse represented 
the majority of the people, and the hon. member 
bronght forward no proof whatever to show that 
they did represent the majority of the people. 
That hon. gentlen1an waR plertf.:ed to Lring for
ward his (J\Tr. Palmer's) name along with the 
names of other hon. n1enihcrs 'vho, he :.:::tiel, difl 
not represent their constitnencieH. For the hon. 
gentlem:>n's opinion on tlmt subject he die] not 

care the infinitesimal part of a brass farthing> 
which was, he believed, typico,l of the most 
im.;ignificant of coins. The hon. gentle1nan's 
opinion about him (l\lr. l':tlmer) when he con
te.,ted the electorate of Brisbnne-for which the 
hon. member was alw a candidate-ought to 
have lcrl him to believe that he knew very 
little about the feelings of the :,•-reat majority 
of that constituency. J f e believed nothing ever 
struck the hon. gentlernn,n with 1nore astonish
ment than to fincl that he was second on the 
poll on that occasion, and anybody who saw 
him on that memorable occasion, nnd "''w the 
sttLte of lJlnc funk he was in >ts 4 o'clock ap
pro::tchell, would never forg-et the figure he cnt 
a1Hl the anxiety he evinced for fear he should be 
bst on the pull. He (l\11'. J'nhnor) !Jelieved now, 
as he believer] then, that if he had chosen to trim 
slightly one or two of the opinions he then ex
pressed he would have hcarlerl the poll a cmi
sirlerable number ahead of the hon. gentleman ; 
he had been told so over and over. And 
he might have trimmed without any sacri
fice whatever of principle; but he h:trl alwo,ys 
rnled his conduct so that he spoke out what 
he thought and did not care for the con
seqncncH. He thought the hon. member would 
be very likely to he deceived again when the time 
came for a t1·ial ; at all events, he could assure 
the hem. member of this- that what his 
DJnrnou was, or the opinion of the clique 
he belonged to and principally rcpreRented, he 
(l\Ir. l'almer) did not care twopence. But, 
snpposc they granted that the Opposition repre
sented a majority of the people, wlmt th<·ll? 
\Vhat was the arg-ument good fm? Less tho,n 
nothing ! Tlutt a.rgmnent hall been w-;ed before 
by :1 statesnutn of very cuw.;iderttUle experience 
of a minority of the members of the House in 
Queensbml. In a memorable address presented 
to the lilarquis of Nornmnby in 1812, that argu
lnent 'Y::ts brought forward as the 2Gth rea~on 
why the Governor should comply with the 
arldrcc- ., of the pm·ties who signed it. He was 
sorry to see that his hon. friend the Premier 
figured in the addre~:-;, but then he was a young 
politicim1 at that time and he would forgive him, 
for he w:cs sure he had seen the error of his wavs 
long before now. That 2;)th re;tson asserted- .. 

"That the Oppo~ition are supported by the gTeat 
rnnjority of the people, and lmve re.-.ol\'cd to a~sert their 
right to continne their deliberations, :tnd to refuse the 
supply to yonr Excellency's lH'eAent advisers." 

The qne<tion at the present time was not exactly 
one of granting- HHI)Plies, hnt Vi as Htill :1 qum:;tionof 
the sa.n1c iu1portnnce-the question of going on 
with the business of the country. He saw among 
those who signed the address the names of 
l\Ir. \Yillimn l\lilcs and l\1r. Gro"m ; anrl it was 
very stmnge, bnt nearly ;vithont cxcevtion they 
\Vere all gone; they were uot in the I-louRe, ::tntl 
"ome of them were not in the world. The answer 
they got fron1 Lord Nor:ruanhy, \Vhn \Vas a ~t::ttes
nutn of very great experience, on the point, wa:-> 
this-

"I trnst that after an experience extending over a 
period of nearly eighteen years in the I~ritbh Parlia
ment, and six years as t.lw Governor of a eolony, I sllatl 
ever he f'onnn ready to uphold t.he dignity and privilege~ 
or Parllament, and to admit to the fullest extent the 
right of Uw ]Joovle of this colon~· to direet the goyern
ment or the connt.ry arcording to their own wishe!'l, as 
inclieatcd by their representatives in Parliament. I 
must, hmvevcr. at the ~tLmc t·ime, point ont Umt the 
nndonbt ed right ot' the repre"'entatiYc~ of the people to 
direet the manner in whic\h the atfairs of the eonntry 
shall be conducted a.vpertai.n$ to them, not in tl1eir 
iudi\'idual, but in their eollcetiYe errpacity: and I mnst, 
therefore, deelino to aecept t.lw opinion of twelve mem
bers a~ the dcci...,ion of a Honsc constituted ofthirty-two 
re1n·o~enta.tives of the people of tlli.s colony.'' 

He need not read the whole nf the reply, be
C?.l.lSfJ ~tny hun, membot' cou!cl re~o~<l it who li!;~cl ; 
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but the reply to the ::trgument he h::td quoted to 
the members who stuted that they represented 
the nmjority of the people outside was disposed 
of as follows :-

"The argument, therefore, that the Opposition repre
sents a majority of the popnlation does not nvpear to 
me to henr any force, especially a.s the nmnlJer given 
includes 'vomen and children \vho have no votes, and 
who are ahvavs more nnmcro1u:; in this connLrv in the 
town constittlencics than the_\ are in the comitry db
tricts. '' 

That was ::1 good ::tnrl. sufficient answer, and one 
worthy of more respect than the assertion of the 
hon. member for North Brisbane was likely to 
meet with. He denied entirely that the Opposi
tion represented the nmjority of the people of 
the colony. No proof h::trl. been given that such 
was the case. There had been hole-and-corner 
meetings, but hon. members knew who got them 
up. No one had come forwrcrd at them who 
were not opponents of the present Ministry from 
the jump, disrcppointed applicants for place, or 
dismissed public servants. Those were the men 
who got the rneetings together, and the great 
majority of those who attended did not care a rap 
about the matter. He had seen meetings take 
place ::tt which the opinion of the people was 
really and enthusiastically expressed, and any
thing more unlike them than the meetings endea
vourecl to be got up here by the hrm. g·entleman 
who was at the head-at leaet, nominally-ol the 
Opposition benches, it was utterly impossible to 
imagine. He was quite certain that the more 
the people understood the que,tion now under 
consiclemtion the more decided would be their 
opinion in bvour of the Government. As to the 
opinions of the lcadcrofthcOpposition with regard 
to which hem. members would he returned and 
which would not, they were not worth the breath 
he wasted in uttering them ; but he announced his 
belief not as a matter of opinion but as a matter of 
fact. The facts were very like his usual facts, and 
hon. members knew whnt they were. The hon. 
member did not even represent the party which 
he was supposed to lead. If the hon. member 
had used his own judgment and had his own 
way to-day, he (Mr. Palmer) was as cert:tin that 
the hon. member woulcl not have g-one into 
stonewalling as he was that he was standing in 
the House. 'fhe hon. member was not leading ; 
he was forced nn by the tnil of that party. The 
Government knew pretty well what was going 
on, and it was useless for the hon. member (1Ir. 
Miles) to shake his gory locks. That hon. mem
ber was the real leader at present, an<l the hlm. 
member for Northern Downs was his lieutenant. 
The nominalleacler was not even a good mouth
piece to his party, for it was quite patent to 
every member of the House that he was saying 
one thing and thinking another. It must be 
quite evident to the hon. member that govern
ment in these colonies could only be carried on 
by majorities; hut he presnmerl the hon. mem
ber and other hon. members of the Opposition 
had taken into consideration the responsibilities 
they assumed in blocking- the whole course of 
business in the colony. It was a very serious 
matter, and worthy of the gravest considera
tion. In his (Mr. l:'almer's) opinion, the adop
tion of the course of action proposed stopped 
all husiness in the House ancl the whole business 
of the colony. With a minority stonewalling in 
the manner which the leader of the Opposition 
had expressed his intention of adopting, he did 
not see how the Government could carry on busi
ness. How differently did the present Govern
ment behave when in opposition on a question of 
very much greater importance ! They decided 
deliberately against an attempt on the part of 
the Government of the rlay ·to bunch six rail
ways, but when they found that they were out
numbered and thut u moderate obstruction would 

not answer their purpose, the Government being 
determined to use the majority at their back, 
they said-" \Ve don't believe this will be for 
the goo<l of the country; we believe it will be 
very much against its interests; but rather than 
stop the whole of the business, we will allow you 
to take your own way and incur the consequences 
of your action." That was t::tking a constitu
tional view of the question, and it was the view 
which he should recommend to the acceptance 
of a party in so hopeless a minority as the pre
sent Opposition were. They had, however, 
taken upon themselves to block the whole busi
ness of the country-the country would no doubt 
have to suffer for it-and the Opposition would 
soon find that the majority of the country was 
not with them on this or any other subject. 

:VIr. J;'El~Z said he did not intend to speak on 
the merits or demerits of the mail contract, as 
that subject was already quite exhausted, but he 
wished to impress upon the leader of the Opposi
tion aml his followers that the tactics which the 
hon. member had expressed his intention of 
adopting were very plainly seen. That hon. 
gentleman's plan evidently was to wear out those 
hrm. members who came from a long distance, 
sacrificing- their time for their cluty to their consti
tuencies, and then, when they had gone home, 
secure a majority and carry out his intention. But 
he believed that the members on the Ministerial 
side would show just as much determination and 
stability as the Opposition. There could be no 
stronger argument brought forward against a sys
tem of centralisation than the tactics of stone
walling, and that fact would be brought before 
the attention of the constituencies of hon. 
members whose time was being wasted. It 
was an easy matter for hon. members on 
the Opposition side, whose businesses were in 
town, to attend the House. Generally, the 
benches on that side were almost empty until a 
late hour in the evening, this being the first occa
sion upon which he had seen a fair attendance 
in the afternoon. Gentlemen living in Brisbane, 
Ipswich, and the Darling Downs could live com
fortably at home and come to the House when 
it suited them. They coulcl attend to their courts, 
mercantile or legal business, whilst the House 
was sitting, and be placed under no disadvan
tage. The present course of obstruction must 
tend to deprive the country constituencies of 
being fairly represented in the House, and such 
a tendency would bring about its natural results. 
But the Opposition might find that they had 
been counting their chickens too soon, and that 
the attempt to stonewall a measure which the 
minority considerecl would be good for the 
country would be attended with different con
sequences from those anticipated. If he could 
get the support of hon. members on the Minis
terial side, he should propose that the House 
should meet every clay at 10 o'clock, and it would 
then be seen how the Opposition would like that 
arrangement. It was not fairplay that a small 
minority, whose business, meantime, went on 
undisturbed, should be able to stonewall. Esti
mates and valuable measures which the country 
demanded were being obstructed, ::tnd the country 
would perhaps lose by the stoppage of public 
business more than the amount of the contract 
which was being opposed. The railway to Roma 
would he finished directly, and legislative action 
woulcl be necessary before the line could he fur
ther extended. He very much doubted the 
popularity which the Opposition claimed to have. 
There wei·e two parties in the place, and a strong 
movement could be got np in favour of the Gov
ernment. He firmly believed that the popula
rity of the Opposition was a delusion and a snare, 
and that the character and stability of the 
Government had gained for them the respect of 
the whole country. The policy of retrenchment 
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which they had been compelled to adopt caused 
a falling off among their followers at first, but 
that wa,s remedied as soon as the country saw 
that the policy pursued was for the best. Before 
six months ha,d passed he believed the Ministry 
would be more popuhr than before, aiHl he pro
tested most strongly against the inconsiderate 
way in which the representatives of outside con
stituencies were treated. Not only the mail 
contract but also railway and other mettoures 
might be stonewttlled, becttuse it wtts evidently 
the policy of the Opposition to wear out hon. 
members and send them home and form a Gov
ernment from their side of the House. He hoped 
hon. members would join with him in a deter
mined resistance to such an act of injustice. 

Mr. GIUFFITH said he wished to make a re
mark in reference to the st"'tement of the Colo
nial Secretary, that in his opinion he (Mr. Grif
fith) di<l not agree with the Opposition members 
of the House in the course which they were now 
adopting. The hon. gentleman, in making that 
statement, knew very well that if he could in
duce the country to believe it, he would suc
ceed in doing him a great deal of harm. The 
fact was that he thoroughly concurred in the 
course which had been agreed upon, and, more 
than that, he could tell the hon. gentleman that 
the Opposition had taken that course on his 
(Mr. Griffith's) advice. He had tendered that ad
vice to them and they had corclirtlly accepted it. 

Mr. L UMLEY HILL said the last solemn 
asseveration of the leader of the Opposition had 
very much surprised him. Of course, he could 
not say that he disbelieved the statement of the 
hon. member, but it was certainly contrary to 
his idea of the meaning of what had ktken place. 
He had been rather amused at the way in which 
the hon. member C[Uotecl from his speech on the 
25th August, 1879, as though he were a second 
edition of "May;" and he should have liked to 
see how, with his legal acumen, the hon. gentle
man might, hacil he chosen, have criticised his 
own remarks. In this matter of the mail con
tract, he was not at first one of the most fervent 
supporters of the Government, but since the 
C[Uestion had been discussed in its integrity he 
had come to believe in the project. He fully 
believed that if an arrangement of the financial 
divisions of the colony could be made so that the 
service could be run at the expense of the 
northern and central parts of the colony, having 
the port of Rockhampton or even Maryborough 
for a terminus, the people of the Northern 
and Central parts of the colony would be 
glad to adopt it, leaving Brisbane to make 
any other arrangements it chose. The people 
of Brisbane would probably then come to their 
senses. If the course proposed to be adopted by 
the leader of the Opposition were successful, 
constitutional government as at present under
stood might as well be done away with. That 
hon. gentleman had shown how he was prepared 
to hack up his former leader (Mr. Douglas), in 
contempt for the Standing Orders ef the House, 
by setting the majority of the House at defiance. 
The force of argument had been entirely with 
the Government on the main question, and the 
action of the Opposition was an exhibition of 
mere stolid obstinacy. The present Government 
thoroughly represented the length and breadth 
of the land ; they were connected with all the 
reproductive interests of the colony ; and it was 
for the people to judge whether they were not 
better able to carry on the government of the 
country than any other party. Exception had 
been taken against them on the ground that the 
Government party was largely composed of 
srjlmtters ; but if the squatters had no right to 
take Jmrt in the legishttion of the colony he 
should like to know who had a right? ·what 

had the lawyers clone for the colony that they 
should have a monopoly? Squatters and miners 
should go hand-in-hand; they were the only re
productive industries in the colony, andcmnbined, 
they should have more voice in the general business 
of the country than Queen street and the lawyers· 
combined. He gave all clue importance to the 
farmers, but he looked upon the fm·ming interest 
as being at present a merely subsidiary interest 
~one living upon the pastoral and mining 
intere:;ts, which brought to the colony the money 
which was so much needed. He looked upon the 
farmers as a very worthy claKR indeed, whose 
interests should be advanced in every way pos
sible, but they could no more live without the 
squatters and miners to live upon than (~ueen 
street could exist without them. ·when hon. 
member,; talked about the squatters not paying 
a fair share of taxes, they should remember that 
the whole of the townspeople, and the farmers as 
well, lived upon the pastoral and mining interests. 
He agreed with the hon. melllber for Leichhn.rclt 
that this was a question of towns versus the 
country-1nernl>ers representing towns were en
deavouring to wear out rne1nbers representing 
the country districts, with the hope that when 
the avocations of those hon. members took them 
away from Bri:;bane the Opposition would be 
able to snatch a victory. He al:;o agreed \Vith 
the hon. member for Leichhardt that members on 
the Government side uf the House should show a 
determined front. For his own pn.rt they would 
always find him at his po,;t when he was wanted; 
and rather than give way he would continue 
sitting till the next Parliament. The action of 
the leader of the Opposition in this matter had 
not only failed to do his party any good, but it 
hac! riveted together more firmly than ever the 
following of the Premier. They would see 
whether they could not subject the members 
for Brisl>ane to some inconvenience in attending 
to their parliamentary duties. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he would 
say a few words in reference to the last exciting 
speech of the hon. member for North Brisbane. If 
he were to take what the hon. member had just 
aoserteclas being strictly anclliterallytrue~and he 
was bound, in a parliamentary sense, to adopt that 
course, however much his own ideas might differ 
~he had deliberately and of malice aforethought 
misled the House and the country. The whole 
of the hon. member's recent speeches on this sub
ject had shown a decided feeling upon his part 
that obstruction had gone quite far enough. If, 
then, the hon. member had made up his mind to 
pursue that course which he now said he had 
recommended his party to pursue to-clay, and if 
he were really the leader of the party, why 
did he not take action last night? What 
had he to consult his party about? Why 
did he not say to them, last night, "My advice is 
to go on to the bitter end and see it out?" But 
the hon. member did not choose to pursue that 
course; and, putting it any wtty one liked, he was 
on the horns of a clilemma~he had either de
liberately misled the Committee as to his views, 
or he had run counter to the opinions he ex
pressed no later than last night as well as upon 
previous occasions, for he certainly led the House 
to believe that he thought obstruction had gone 
quite far enough. He was exceedingly sorry 
that the hon. member'~ better thoughts had not 
prevailed; but, viewing his conduct in either light, 
he was entirely in the wrong. 

Mr. GRIFFITH said he did not think the 
question under discussion was his condnct or the 
manner in which the Colonial Secretary chose to 
interpret his actions. He had asserted what was 
perfectly accurate; and the Coloni1tl Secretary, 
in effect, contradicted him without being pos
sessecl of the necessary information. The hon. 
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member w'cts far too certain of thin;;e which had 
never happened. The hon. member professed to 
know how 1neetings were got up, ancl lnid chLint 
to a knowledge of the tempers of :tudiences he 
had never seen. For hiH own part, he spoke of 
these things because he had seen them. If the 
hon. 1nen1 ber only knew it, the rncuting recently 
held in the Briohane Town Hall was one of the 
most enthusiastic of any which harl ever been 
held in Brisbane; and there were nmny hundreds 
of persons preeent who knew perfectly well what 
they were doing. The hon. mcmLer sai<l that 
what he harl asserted that afternoon was incon
''istent with what he had said on'" previous occa
sion. 

The COLONIAL SECRET ArtY: On several 
oecasions. 

1\Ir. GHIJi'J<'ITH rlid not think he was incon
sistent. He had always harl e>:actly the s:tme 
opinion upon this subject, and had always ex
tn·cssed it. All he would ask the Colonial 
i:iecret<1ry to do was to place what he was repol'Led 
to h,we said in juxtaposition with wlmt the 
lwn. member sairl he s>Lid. Th;ct course \\"tmld 
answer the whole of the ;ott,cks of this kind 
which had been nmrle during the present seosion. 
\Vhen he r-.1id, "'fortnight ;1,go, tlmt he hoped 
there would J,e no further ulJotruction, he cer
tainly hope<l tlmt that would be the case. But 
he did not drearn- auy nwre than nnyone 
else in the community drem11t-that the l<'immcial 
i:it:>temeut wonld lJe what it was. If he had such 
an ide:t he did not think he would have been 
fooli~h enough even to care to knuw wlu1t it was. 
People believed there would have been extra
ordinary proptlsitionti. 

'!'he COLONIAL SBCltE'l'AHY: But they 
were disappointed. 

Mr. GHIJ<'J<'ITH would not "'"Y the Premier 
led people to believe that tlmt would be the caoe; 
but everyone anticipated it. 'rhc Premier :-.aid 
last night tlmt hon. members appeared to hccve 
founrled their expectatinns upon the rmuour that 
he ha< I been employetl in t;~riff revisions. Per
sonally he had hearrlno rumour of the kind, ,mr] 
was snrprjsed to hear the hon. gcntlenutn say 
wlmt he <lid. But that matter, together with 
the inferences the Colonial Secret,ry was pleased 
to draw from what he h;cd said, were he:oide the 
question. He was 'luite willing to a hide hy wh;~t 
he had s:tid, and to allow the general public to 
rlraw their own inference. 

The Hox. G. THOJl~ s;~id he would l1e per
fectly willing to withdraw his motion in refer
ence to public works, which was on the ]»cper 
for the following rby, if the Government would 
come down without further dehty and ask the 
House to approve of the plans for the branch 
railways. 

The COLONIAL SEClU:1'AllY: '!'he Gov
ernment will nut promise you one solit:cry thin~·. 

l\fr. THORN said tluct in that cccsc the (1 ov
ernment could not accuse the Opposition of 
obstructing public works. The money for the 
hranch railw::tys Wtts voted last sc.o;r .. ;ion; :.Lnfl he 
helievecl the House would <tpprove of the plans 
to-1nnrrow if the Governn1ent were to a,.-;k it. 
If the Government would not tlo so the rcspon,;i
bility of obstructing public works woulrl lny 
with themselves, and not with the OppoHition. 
}'or his own part, he would be perfectly willing 
to give the Goverrnnent three nwnth::;' Rnpply 
and nllow them to g·o to the cmmtry. Nothing 
woulrl ple;tse him better than n declamtion of 
the opinion of the country. The hon. member 
for Stanley would be sure to lose his seat-the 
betting was £1,000 to one farthing against his 
return. 

1\Ir. AliiHUltST ihou~ht the clecton; of }'as
sifern showed good taste when they preferred 

:Mr. Persse to i\Ir. Thorn. It was only through 
hribery and corruption that tlmt gentleman was 
afterwanls returned for the Northern Down,, 
He w,ts incline<! to doubt whether the hon. 
merubcr really rlid go to Europe after all, seeing 
the conglomeration of rublJish he had talketl 
upon his return to the colony. The hon. member 
would have been 't greater succeso at l\ladame 
Tussand's, where he would l1e a silent waxen 
in1age, than nt the Pa,riH J~xhibition, where he 
had a field for bringing some of his mean dodges 
into phty ;wd disgrace the colony. 

l\lr. ltU'rLEVGE said it w;~s new to him 
tu hem· the gentlemen who had taken part in 
public meetin;;·s heltl in the metropolis in re

. ference to thQ mail contract stigmatioecl as they 
had been in that House. \V e were told in one 
speech that they were loafers; in another, tluctt 
the n1eetingH c<nnpri"ed person:; of no influence ; 
aml in ;mother, ih;tt the people who attended 
the meetings were chiefly disappointed pbce
hunters, and persons who had been dismissed 
from the Civil service ,wd other occupations. 
'rhe names of the gentlemen who moved the 
resolutions at the reeent enthusiastic meeting 
at the Town l [all were known to and esteemed 
l1y himself. He ]Jelievecl the Colonial Secre
tary 'tlso knew and esteemed some of them. 
One of ihc gentlcrncn in <1uc~tion vnu:; a. lead~ 
in;;· merchant of the city-.iYir. Unmack. lt 
could not be said th'"t JVlr. lT nmack was a 
disappointed pbce-lmnter or n loafer. Then 
there was 1\lr. Paul, of the firm of Scott, 
l)n,v;,)on, and Stewart- a gentle1nan of the 
highest ch<cracter and ability -could he be 
de.sigrmted a loafer? \Vh,tt of l\Ir. J<:dwards, of 
the firm of J<;(hmrds and Clutpman, one uf the 
large;t firm,; of dmpers ia the city ?-could he 
be C>tlled a lmtfer '/ Then there was l\lr. 
Pietzcker, a.n ~Lgent fur one of the in~urance 
eo m pauies-,]id any of theicie abusive epithets 
;~pply tu him? \V e had heard, too, that the 
]!.}l)(til1}dictd Btonny petrel \Yas skinnniug frmn 
w'tve to wave ; and it ha<l >tlso been s;~id that 
the so-called Em11[!d ieal party were >tt the 
top, bottom, and middle of the mail cuntmct 
a;.:·it<ttion. l'erk1ps it would surprise the Colo
nial Secrct;try tu learn tlmt some of those 
who had lJeen most vehement in their de
mmeiations of the mail contract-some of 
those who har! taken prominent parts at some 
of the meetings to which allusion hatl been 
nmde-who had, in bet, got up the meetings
were at the very opposite pole to that occupier] 
by the ev:mgelicals-geutlemen who profeosed to 
J.,e leaders of free-thought in thio city. These 
were facts within his own knowledge. It was 
not fair, then, to say tlmt the meetings were got 
up by stupid, illitemte, :mtl intereeted agibtors. 
The 1nen who took part in the 1neetings 'vere re
presentative men, ;~nd it was a pity that the 
Colonial i:iccret,ry dicl not p;~y closer attention 
to what \\·,ts said at the meetiug-.s ;md to the 
lJCl'HOnd who t.;poke. I-Ie waH ahm fortunate 
euottt)t to enjoy the ~wqnaintance of son1e of 
those who lmcl t:1ken pttrt in the workmen's 
rlemun,iration ; aml if the na111es of some of those 
who had helped to get U]l the demonstration, 
aml who had spoken to the resolutions, were not 
known tu the Colonial Secret;~ry, he could ;~ssnre 
him they were in cverythiug but the power of 
the purse perfect gentlemen, and of ch<1racter 
ttH high as that of >tny member of the House, 
It was going rather too f:tr to class these men
who oLtainerl their living· hone.stly, at whom the 
finger of scoru could not be pointer!, and who 
were respectalJle in every •ense of the word
with loafers aml disappointed place-hunters. 
He was sorry th:tt the necessity fur olJstrnc
tion had been forced upon him in conjunc
tion with other members of the Oppcmition. 
He might mention that he had been waited upon 
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that cby by men who had c,:;sisted to secure his 
cleGtion-nwn whm;c opinion he va.Iued ; and 
\Vithont any tJolicit:.Ltion or request for ~tn expres
sion of opiuion (Jll their pa.rt, they urgerl lJiia to 
do his dL1Lv in this lllatter·, and intimated thctt if 
the Oppu.siLion bilecl they wuulrl render them
Kel VIJ:-5 nnwu1·Lhy the confi(leuce of tho:-;e \vlw ha.tl 
electecl them. He was 11ot tlwrc tu "'ive elfect to 
l1i~ infliviLlunl opiuion, ancl to set it above that 
of his Cllllc'Lituelrts. J le hclcl that a reprcsenta
ti ve had no right to l>e a In ere ddeg:-Lte, or 
tn ],e at the beck ctml c11ll of a clique in 
hi:-; C•Hl~titueney, lJLtt he ~ave the gontlenwn 
who ha .. fl wa.itcL1 tq)()n hitn c.:redit for ~:;u-H:ieient 
CtJllltnon-:-;en,:,e to kuow the ~-Lmcral feeling of 
his constitn(mcy. l-[e belicvccl ~t8 conf-icieution~ly 
as he belie; eel anythin;;· in the worhl tlmt, in 
endo;_tvourin~· to prevent tlw nt.loption of the 
HHLil contr~wt, he was actinb' iu haruwny with 
the opiniuns of thu:-;e w1w ~:ent hint thct·c, anll 
who had a ri:;·l1t to l'C<]nire that \\~heu he C-''""'1 
to rcpru~ent t1wm upon :L qnc.·;tion of pnl>lic 
policy he :;hunhl re .ign the trust with which 
they haLl lwnourell hiu1. 

The COLO::\TIAL f:\ECllETATIY said the 
lwn. member (Mr. JtnLled~·e) had pnt wonls into 
his tnuuth wltich he h~ttl llevur ntled. Thi'i was 
:t eoHlllliJU trid{ of the hem. HlelulJel'. lie had 
nev~..:t· used the word '"lon.fer;-;~' in refercnc:c to~ 

1\lr. E UTLElJC E : I ncvc1· scti<l you did. 

The COLO:'\IAL SEClUCTAICY sai1l the 
hou. u1eutlH:~l' h:vl not only 111<-tclc the ::LSfiert.ion, 
lmt had l'epeatecl it mer ami ov~er a;.;ain. He 
(.:'>Ir. l\clmcr) lmd •livide<l the "'entlemcu who 
cmup(JHcd the nwetin;..;·s into tlu·ce part~ every 
time he h:cd s pokeu uf them. He s'ticl the first 
lJat·ty were uwn \Yho h~td a.hvayH oppo.;ell 
the {}ovennnent in voliticH; th~tt the sccu11Ll 
party were disappointed applic,mt:; for placed ; 
and that the third party wc·re di"uissed 
Cl vi1 Nen·:111tti. ll e \Va6 res pom:;ilJle fur wha,t 
he ·,aid, ~tiHl 110t for wha,t the hon. lllCilll)or 
f\H· Enog~·cl'<-1 dwDe to thiuk he hall ::.:aid. 
I le was very lmppy to lin1l that his allusion to 
thu Htut'nly pl_.trd of the J:)rrulyt!:('(t[ Standanl 
hacl .roue hmue. The a1ln.sion wa,:-; perfectly 
true. b T'hey knew the Hign:-; of the tiuws very 
11ell; they knew th:ct lJacl weather w,ts coming 
when the otorury petrel w''" occn up aml 1lown 
on the wing. The hm1. member (l\lr. Hutledge) 
ucednut iumgine that he alluded to him as the 
stormy petrel, for the hon. member hml not 
ewmgh activity or euergy for that. 

J\lr. MO!UoHEAD said it was ;,;Tntifyin;:: to 
he,w tlmt the lwn. member (1\rr. llutlcd~·c) lmd 
been asked by his constitueuts to clo his duty. 
He rlid not know whether the hem. member ktd 
been urged to do his duty in another profes
sion--at mJY mtc, if he had been he had not 
been properly urged because he did not stick to 
it. He did not care two stmws for public meet
illg' ., ~o long as he ( li( 1 w ha,t he consider8( 1 \VaR 
his clnty. lt was aLsm·d to .suppose tltat l'arlia
ment shoultl be governed by :;uch an element--it 
\vnnlll be re<lncing p~trliarncntary govel'nnlCnt to 
a farce if they were to be ruled by meeting·:; ~;nt 
up by noi~y derllagog-ues who h~td not n si~qJence 
in their pockets. The meetings to which so 
much reference had been nuvle had been held in 
nrh;bane an(l in the pocket boroughR :snrrounrling. 
He denie<l that there httd been c,ny in1lignation 
Kho1vn against the ( iovernment e]sewhere. \VaR 
the whole colony to he ruled by Brisbane ::md 
the satellite electorates working tmmnd it? 
Enoggera, no doubt, was a great electora,te. 

Mr. ltUTLEDGE: You c,rc a constituent of 
1nine. 

J\ir. J\IOU:P;HEAL> oaicl he would nut vote for 
the hon. member if a blackfellow were opposing 

him. He would rather cut off his right hand 
than vote for a nmn who had been a renegade, 
and who--

Mr. DOUGLAS: Order! order! 
1\h. 1\lOlmHEAD said the hon. member 

cnnld bellow "Order!" as long as he liked, but 
that \\ould not prevent him, as one of the hon. 
lllCilllJer'K cou.'ltituentH, front ::;a.ying what he 
thonght of him. Too nmch hac! been said 
by the Opposition ttbout wlmt they repre
sentee!. They represented Brisbc,ne, ~East ttnd 
\V est 1\loreton, aml a certain sectiou of the 
1),uliug· Dowus .. They were r;upported by the 
two members for ltockhmupton-who would not 
he re-elected for that constituency ; by one of 
the memberR for 1\Iaryborough, m1d by the re
pre,;entatives of Ipswich, and one or two sur
rounding clectomtes. These few men claimed to 
lrc representatives of the majority of the people. 
JliR opinion wtts that the mass of the people 
were representee] by membcro on the 1\Iinisterinl 
side of the 1-Imme-they represented uot only the 
nmjority of the people, but the brge:;t extent of 
territory ; they represented the colony from 
north to south, with the exceptiou of an insiguifi
Ctmt faction in the south-east ; and they repre
sentee] the great producing interests of the colony. 
The Op]Hlsition had decided on the adoption of a 
pulicy of obstruction; but time would bring 
ronnd a perioll of revenge. The hon. n1e1n ber 
for 1\ orth Bri::;bane \Vas now ado1Jting a poliey 
which htvl never been c,dopted by any Opposi
tion since rxcrlimnentary institutions hall existed 
in this colouy or in mw other colony. J (e would 
have credited the hon. member with lleing sn!H
cientlv astute t<> see the evil which woulcl result 
fru1u ;neh a line of action. He should say nothing 
alHmt the gross repudiation of the hem. member. 
'rh ere w~LH not a prornh·;e \vhich the hon. rnen1ber 
lmd made cluring the present wssion which he 
h'"lnot broken; but that was"' matter of every
day occmTencc". 'l'he boy of the Opposition 
party wns leatlin;;· the grey-headed men, ttnd he 
(1\Ir. Moreheacl) thought to clestruction. 'The 
lwn. tnernber tnight get into power ~.;orne dny, [tnd 
if he did he would fintl that, like the boomeraug, 
the action he was taking would rel10und on him
self. In the future the hon. member might lind 
that such action was not conducive to good par
liamentary govcrmucnt_ He believed tlmt the 
hon. member had heen urged on by his fol
lowers; he was perfectly certain that the position 
which the hon. member now occupied was not 
one of his own seeking. Stonewalling rnust 
come to au end eventually, and the re."1lt must 
be in favour of the majority. Suppose the 
rninority g~tined an apparent victory, and the 
mail contract were not rcttificd, Brisbane would 
suffer more than any other town in the colony. 
He should like to see Queen street get a 
touch. Although he wns a resident of Brisbane 
he lm1l no love for the way in which the people 
of Brisbane mn politics. The men of Brisbane 
were so utterly selfish that they could not see 
heyoiHl to-eby. If the contract were not mtified 
they would find in a year or two thc,t the men 
who now protested against it would come to the 
l-[ouse wa,iling and begging for a direct service 
with England, otherwise the whole tmde of 
"Brisbane would be diverted to Sydney. He had 
a consiclemble knowledge about the export trade 
of Jll'is]Jane, and he would stty that the most 
of it would go to Sydney this year, ttnd the 
whole of it would go there next yettr if 
they had not a direct service. Without claim
ing the prophetic powe;-s of Cassandra, he 
would say that before e1ghteen months were 
pas:;ed his words would be found to be absolutely 
true. As a consequence of the diversion of the 
export trade to Sydney, the import trade would 
go there. lt stood to reason that ships would 
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not come to Queensland if they could not get 
return freights. If the contract were not rati
fied, he hoped the electors for North Brisbane 
would remember the actions of the leader of the 
Opposition, and, by their decision at the ballot
box, send him elsewhere in quest of a seat. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said he had never felt himself 
placed in a position of more serious responsibility 
than that which he was about to take. He was 
there to do his duty-to do what he considered 
the best for the interests of his constituency 
and for the colony generally. He objecteu to 
their being called upon by a single vote to com
mit the country to a large outlay extending over 
several years. They were asked to commit 
themselves to the contract before the Financial 
Statement was made, and he thought that that 
was hardly fair. The Financial Statement had 
been made, and seeing the position in which they 
stood he could not consent to the proposal 
under consideration. He acknowledged that 
it was a disagreeable thing to do; but he 
thought, in the circumstances of the case, the 
Opposition were justified in resisting the 
proposal as far as the forms of the House 
would allow. The subject had been dis
cussed until it was threadbare, and as the Op
position had distinctly stated what they intended 
to do he thought it would be well for the Pre
mier to move the adjournment of the House and 
call his party together to consider what ought to 
be done. It was very undesirable that they 
should spend clays and nights talking nonsense. 
'rhe Opposition would not abandon the course 
they had indicated, because they conscientiously 
believed that they were doing their duty. The 
majority should consider what measures they 
ought to adopt to secure their undoubted 
rights, and avoid trying to secure them by 
tiring their opponents out. He should not sur
render until he was compelled to do so, and it 
was not likely that he should give way because 
of his bein~ kept there day and night. He had 
expected that the Treasurer would have grappled 
with the difficulties of the financial position, but 
he had failed to do so. He (Mr. Douglas) felt 
that he would not be justified in submitting to a 
proposal to further burden the people for the 
next eight years in the face of the certainty that 
they would have to meet large deficits for which 
no provision was proposed to be made. 

Question-That the Chairman leave the chair 
-put. 

The Committee divided :-Ayes, 15; noes, 23. 
Question, therefore, resolved in the negative. 
Mr. MILES said the course taken by the Op-

position in obstructing business was a serious 
one, but, in the present financial position of the 
colony, he thought they had right on their side. 
The colony could do very well without the mail 
contract for the present, and it was not in a con
dition to undertake further responsibilities. :For 
some time past the Government had been carry
ing on on money obtained for another purpose, 
and they had now got to the end of their tether, 
and could not fall back on any further sums from 
that quarter. Before ratifying the contract they 
ought to be informed where the money was 
to come from to meet the increased expenditure. 
The course taken by the Premier, in appropri
ating money which had already been expended 
on public works and putting it to the Con
solidated Revenue, would have the effect of pre
venting capitalists from lending the colony more 
money in the future. In the pre8ent financial 
position of the colony, to saddle the country 
with an additional burden was uncalled for. 
\Vhatever the consequences of obstruction might 
be, he was prepared to tttke his share of the 
responsibility ; and he had not adopted the 
course without serious consideration. At the 

caucus meeting of the party to-day all the mem
bers were unanimous, and he believed their 
action would be backed up by the country. It 
was all very well for the Government to disre
gard public opinion, for if they appealed to the 
country upon it their seats would not be worth 
mttny days' purchase. He hoped the Govern
ment would see their way to withdraw the con
tract. He moved that the Chairman leave the 
chair, and report no prol';ress. 

Question put, and the Committee divided :
Ayes, 15 ; K oes, 22. 

Question, therefore, resolved in the negative. 
Mr. THORN said he would give the Com

mittee some little information with regard to an 
expression of opinion on the subject which had 
taken place lately in the Stanley electorate. 
From one end to the other of that electorate the 
members were publicly asked to support the 
Opposition. The hon. member then read, from 
the Queensland Times, a report of a public meet
ing which had been held at the house of a 
Mr. Michael Doolan, a well-known supporter 
of the members for the district, and convened 
by supporters of the present Government. That 
report plainly showed that the two members 
for Stanley did not possess the confidence of 
that constituency, and, if the hon. members dis
puted that, he would be prepared to resign his 
seat for Northern Downs to-morrow provided 
those two hon. members would resign their seats 
and contest the electorate of Stanley with him. 
At the meeting he referred to a resolution was 
passed calling on the hon. members for Stanley 
to re,ign their seats ; yet those hon. members 
sat there in defiance of the voice of the people. 
But they had not yet received an answer to the 
questions put to the Government. If hon. mem
bers liked to ask him, he (Mr. Thorn) would 
answer any question they liked to ask - he 
could throw lots of light on the subject. [The 
hon. gentleman read a number of extracts and 
a leading article from the Q1<eensland Times 
condemnatory of the policy of the Government.] 
He should lilm to see the Minister for Works 
come down and ask the House to approve the 
plans for the construction of the various branch 
lines proposed. The junior member for Stanley 
had been fooled by the Minister for \Vorks last 
session, and he would be fooled again this session. 
[The hon. member then read the speech made 
by the hon. member (Mr. Kellett) at the end of 
last session, expressing his disapproval of the 
breach of faith on the part of the Minister for 
\Vorks in not going on with the branch lines pro
mised.] He (Mr. Thorn) knew very well the Gov
ernment never in tended to go on with those lines. 
JY.Ien were coming down from Roma in droves ; 
they could obtain no employment from the Divi
sional Boards, and, consequently, left the colony. 
He was informed that ninety or a hundred men 
left the colony in a batch a short time ago; 
although a morning paper stated that only thirty 
men had left. It was rather hard that men 
should be allowed to leave the colony in such 
numbers when they paid so many thousands to 
bring them here. When he dealt with the 
motion in reference to public works of which 
he had given notice, he would expose at great~r 
length the unsatisfactory character of the pubhc 
works policy of the Government, and endeavour 
to rouse the Minister for Works from his inaction. 
He did not bring his motion forward as a vote 
of want of confidence, nor did he desire that it 
should be treated as such. Last session, the 
Government alleg·ed as a reason for delaying the 
branch railways that the loan had not been 
floated; but did want of funds debar the Gov
ernment from investing in steel rails when the 
pockets of certain people were concerned ? It 
had been said that the Government were favour· 
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ing the North, but he" believed the North was 
sick of them, and would be only too glad to 
rever~e its former verdict to-morrow if it had the 
chance. He, for one, would not be afraid to 
meet the Minister for \Vorks at Townsville. 
The Attorney-General, too, had obtained his 
seat upon the distinct understanding that the 
Government would proceed with the branch 
railway between Bowen and Haughton; but it 
so happened that the Government had no 
more intention of constructing that line than 
they cuntemplaterl flying to the moon. 
Last session the l\linister for Works said that 
the plans for the Sandgate line were ready, but 
the work could not he proceeded with as there 
were no funds in the Treasury. The l\linister 
had not the same excu"e this session, and the 
only reason he could see for the Government not 
bringing the plans forward for approval was that 
the hon. member for the district sat in opposi
tion to them. He required £100,000 for his dis
trict. 'rhere was in his electorate first-cla'" land, 
which was unalienated simply because there were 
no m<:ctns for bringing produce to market. Last 
session the :Minister for \Vorks said that works 
should he kept in progress so as to keep the people 
employed; but this session the hon. member 
was adopting a policy quite in antagonism to 
that expression of opinion. People outside were 
so irate at the actions of the Government that 
they went so far as to say that it was the desire 
of the Government to drive the people out of the 
colony so that the vessels of a certain firm might 
be en1ployed to bring them back again. 'rhe 
Minister for \Vorks intended to construct the 
Oxley and South BrislJane line along the 
main road. His opinion was, that it wonld 
cost twice as much to con5truct the line along 
the main road as it would to take it through 
private property. There would he very heavy 
cttrthworks if the main road were made the 
route, whereas to hi8 knowledge two surveys 
had been made through private property 
on which the earthworks would be light. 
lteverting to the proposed mail service, he 
should like to know of what value it woulrl be 
from a commercial point of view? It would not 
command the wool trade, because the great hulk 
of the wool was brought to the seaboard within 
two months. It was not likely that the pro
ducers would be willing to store their wool for 
three or four months waiting for vessels to leave 
Queensland ports. They would send their wool 
to Sydney, whence it would he transhipped to 
vetlsels carrying at cheap freights and running 
over routes which were much safer than the 
route which would be taken by the vessels 
letwing Queensland under the proposed contract. 
He moved that the Chairman leave the chair, 
and report no progress. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN said that he had neve;r 
listened to such a blustering speech as that which 
had been made by the hon. member, since he had 
been a member of the House ; and he had only 
picked up a few points in the hou. member's 
speech, and had not followed him in all his 
wanderings. The hon. rne1nher had never been 
replied to by anybody in the House, as they all 
looked upon him as a good-natured buffoon; but 
he occr~sionally said a few good things-a grain of 
whcflt in a bushel of chaff. The hem. member 
hrLd attempted to make a grettt Lleal of cttpiktl 
out of the hon. member for Stanley (Mr. 
Kellett), who was not now in the House, and haLl 
tcccused him of being a blind follower of the 
Government ; hut the hon. member httcl neYer 
been guilty of such jobbery as the hon. member 
himself had been. He had no objection to the 
hon. member being the spy of the Opposition, so 
long as he did not hold up him (Mr. O'Sullivan) 
tend his colleague, Mr. Kellett, to public con
tempt by speaking of them in such a mannerless 
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way. The facts in connection with one of the 
meetings referred to by the hon. member were, 
that five of the people who got it up were hired 
to do so. Many people had gone to that meeting 
thinking it was about the Divisional Board, and 
they were actually turned out by Mr. Doolan
and he objected to six men from the Pine 
Mountain meeting, like the three tailors of 
Tooley Street, with the sole object of doing 
all they could to counteract the action of 
the Government. He should not follow the ex
ample of the hon. member by detaining the 
House with a long speech, and should not have 
risen had it not been for the attack made on him 
and his colleague by the hon. member. All he 
could say was, that if talking against time 
was to be the rule henceforth, he should prefer 
beginning at 9 or 10 in the morning. There were 
many hon. members who found it extremely in
convenient to attend night after night, especially 
when there was no prospect of doing any busi
ness or of reaping any benefit He knew that 
for the twenty years during which he had been a 
member there was not one day on which attend
ing to his duties had not cost him money out of 
his own pocket. He thought that all members 
of the House should he on a level, and with that 
view they ought to meet at, say, 10 in the morn
ing, and leave off at sundown as all working men 
did. 

Mr. THORN, after replying to some remarks 
of the hon. member (Mr. O'Sullivan), warned 
him that if he (Mr. Thorn) was about he would 
never be returned for that constituency again. 
The hon. member had told his friends that he 
had kept him out for seven years, and he would 
do the same again. 

l\Ir. O'SULLIV AN said he had been the means 
of getting the hon. member into the House on the 
first occttsion, and in doing so incurred an ex
pense of £30, which the hon. member had never 
repaid him. 

On the motion of the PREMIER, the House 
resumed, the Chairman reported no progress, 
and obtained leave to sit again to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at twenty-nine minutes 
past 9 o'clock. 




