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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
T1tesduy, 24 August, 1880. 

Petitions.-Formal 1\fotions.-Rabbit Bill-third read
ing.-1\Iotion for Acljourmnent.-Petition.-Mail 
Contract-resumption of committee. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

PETITIONS. 
Mr. MILES presented a petition from a 

number of Farmers residing on the Darling 
Downs, urging the necessity of increasing t be 
duty on Imported Malt. 

Petition read and received. 
The MIJ'\ISTER FOR LAJ'\DS (Mr. Perkin ' 

presented a petition from Residents of Rig l.
fields, praying for a reconsideration of the route 
of the proposed Highfields Hail way, 

Petition re!ld and received. 
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FORMAL MOTIONS. 
The following Motions were agreed to :
By the HoN. J. DOUGLAS-
That there be laid upon the table of the House, a 

Copy of all Agreements entered into between Messrs. 
Mcllwraith, McEacharn, and Co. and the Government, 
for the conveyance of Immigrants, between the 1st 
January, 1877, and the present time. 

By Mr. WELD-BLUNDELL-
1. That there be laid on the table of the House, a 

Return of all Moneys paid to any Attorney-General, 
beyond the salary of his office, for legal services ren
dered by him in any action of the Crown ag,;inst the 
subject, from the date of Sepamtion to the present 
time. 

2. A Return of all Moneys paid to any Counsel re· 
tained to assist any Attorney-General. 

3. Said Return to specify the action in which any such 
moneys were paid, and the ultimate result of such 
action as finally determined, whether by judgment of 
the Privy Council or otherwise, and the total costs paid 
by the Government of the colony or that may be now 
due upon any such action, specifying in every case the 
action or cause on which any such moneys were paid or 
have become due. 

RABBIT BILL-THIRD READING. 
On the motion of Mr. STEV:ENS, the Bill was 

read a third time, passed, and ordered to be 
transmitted to the Legislative Council. 

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 
Mr. MESTON said he rose for the purpose of 

moving the adjournment of the House, to refer to 
a subject of somewhat unusual character, which, 
though partaking of a personal nature, in reality 
more or less affected every member of the 
House. That subject was the liability of the 
best men in the community to be slandered by 
the worst, and the liability of all public men 
to be injured by criticisms• which were purely 
the outcome of personal malice. He desired that 
hon. members should divest themselves of any 
belief that he was talking what might be called 
"shop," in the remarks he was about to make. 
The circumstance to which he wished to refer 
was the appearance in the daily Telegmph of a 
letter which, on account of its affecting his 
position as a member of the House, he felt in 
duty bound to refer to. The letter contained an 
accusation to the effect that the journal with 
which he had been connected had been purchased 
by certain members of the House; and the evi
dent intention of the writer was to injure not 
only the paper but also himself as a public man. 
This kind of attack was not confined to himself 
particularly, buthadsimilarlyaffectedothermern
bers from time to time, and might occasionally 
do so again. On one occasion the present leader 
of the Opposition had been accused by a public 
journal of having been intriguing with the Pre
mier-an accusation the truth of which the hon. 
member at once denied. He (Mr. Meston) was 
the more astonished at the appearance of the 
letter because he had been on friendly terms not 
only with the editor but also with the proprie
tors of the Telegraph; and since the publication 
the editor and the proprietors had expressed 
their regret that the letter should have appeared. 
The plain duty of the editor of the Telegraph, 
when he heard a rumour affecting another 
journal, was to send a reporter to the proprietor 
of the other journal asking whether the facts 
stated were true or not. He had ascertained who 
the writer of the letter was, and had also aqcer
tained that the letter was the outcome of a sys
tematic attempt to injure him. The writer at 
the same time sent a telegram to the Gympie 
Times to the effect that Mr. Mellefont, a late 
proprietor of the Observe1·, had disposed of the 
whole of his interest ; that it was rumoured that 
the Ministerial party were indirectly the pur' 

chasers, and that regret was generally expressed. 
The man who sent that telegram was in no 
way. connected with the Press, but the com
munication appeared in the Gyntpie Times under 
the heading of " Our own Correspondent." In 
the first place, the editor had no right to 
receive a telegram from a man not connected 
with the Press ; and, in the second place, he 
made a serious mistake in publishing it as from 
''Our own Correspondent." One of his (Mr. 
Meston's) partners at once telegraphed to 
Gympie to ascertain who the correspondent 
was, and in reply the proprietor of the Gyrnpie 
Times immediately telegraphed to a gentleman 
in Brisbane to the following effect :-"Observer 
manager telegraphs for the name of correspon
dent. See him ; our telegram signed J. C. 
Wylie, correspondent." It would be remembered 
that when the Criminals Expulsion Bill was 
before the House, the leader of the Opposition 
took exception to &Jme part of the Bill on the 
ground that any innocent man might be at the 
mercy of a fellow-passenger by the same ship. 
He (Mr. Meston), in reply to that, pointed out 
that a stranger landing in the colony was in no 
greater danger from such accusations than was 
any man living in the ordinary circumstances of 
society : the liberty and character of every 
man were at the mercy of any unprincipled 
scoundrel who chose to calumniate him. This 
Wylie, who sent the telegram to the Gympie 
Times and wrote the anonymous letter to the 
Teleg1•aph, was a man who came to the colony 
some years ago, and was engaged for a time on 
a survey of the railway from Ipswich to :Fassi
fern. He was discharged for incompetency, but 
remained in the district doing nothing for some 
considerable time. Eventually, he was employed 
by Annear and Co., of Maryborough, from whose 
service he was discharged for drunkenness and 
incapacity, and for abstracting papers from 
their office which he announced for sale in the 
columns of the Co1.mier-one of the most unprin
cipled and rascally acts that could be conceived, 
because it was deliberate treachery to his former 
employers whom he had systematically slandered 
ever since. He had given Wylie employment for 
a little while; but the man became such a nuisance 
at last that he had to turn him out of the office
on one occasion he had to eject him forcibly. 
On a previous occasion Mr. Mellefont, his late 
partner, had to turn him out; and latterly 
he (Mr. Meston) had to forbid him the office. 
Because he had done that, Wylie went to the 1'ele
oraph, wrote the letter to which he had referred, 
and got the editor to insert it. He believed 
that Wylie sent a similar telegram to the one 
which he had wired to the Gyrnpie Times to 
the editor of the Maryborou,qh Chronicle; but 
the editor of the Chr01vicle exercised a little 
more caution. In a paragraph he first referred 
to the telegram sent to the Tin~es, then said it 
was evidently intended to be mischievous, and 
declined to insert it. He (Mr. Meston) also 
attributed its rejection to the circumstance that 
the editor of the Ch1·onicle was probaLly tho
roughly acquainted with Wylie, and knew him 
to be devoid of all moral, political, and social 
principle. He was a man known to be a syste
matic liar, a man of most intemperate habits, a 
man who was thoroughly unreliable, and who was 
as mean a specimen of the human race as it was 
possible to find. To show how hon. members 
were liable to be slandered he would refer to one 
notable instance, and he would remind the leader 
of the Opposition of it, as he was the victim. 
On the occasion that the hon. member introduced 
a deputation to the Colonial Secretary, asking 
the hon. gentleman to postpone the acceptance 
of tenders for trunk lines until after the meeting 
of Parliament, a pressman approached him in 
the most friendly manner after the deputation 
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was over, his purpose being apparently to get 
some informntion; and on the night of the same 
day the same pressman wrote a Brisbane letter 
to a provincial journal, in which he said plainly 
that the hon. member (Mr. Griffith) had evi
dently been playing into the hands of the Gov
ernment, and had sold his party for the second 
time. These slanders went for nothing amongst 
hon. members, for they knew each other. The 
merits of every hon. member and his capacity 
and ability were known to all his brother mem
bers. Every man found his proper place in the 
Assembly, and it would not be altered by out
side slander; but with the public it might be 
different, for they had not the same opportunity 
of knowing the members of the House. No one 
could possibly value public opinion more than 
he did. At any rate, he had a high appreciation 
of the good opinion and esteem of all hon. mem
bers, but the good opinion of blackguards or 
fanatics of any class he did not desire. One of 
the oldest statesmen had said that only a man 
who was thoroughly unscrupulous could affect 
to hold in contempt the opinion of the world. 
This was no doubt true, but at the same time 
members of the House were not going to sacri
fice their self-respect by pandering to any public 
man or pressman in order to win applause. They 
left their actions to be judged by honourable 
journalists, and he thanked God there were many 
suchinthecolony. Themembersofthe Queensland 
Press, taking it as a whole, were as honourable 
as the Press of any part of the world, but there 
were men connected with it who were a disgrace 
to the profession, and so long as this was the 
case the Press must to a certain extent bear the 
odium. He looked forward to the time when 
not only every letter but every leading article 
in a newspaper should have the writer's name 
attached, and he was pleased to see that 
this was a subject which was being dis
cussed in some of the leading journals at 
Home. If the writer's name were given the 
public would know exactly what value to place 
upon the production-whether it came from a 
man of recognised public c:O.aracter and principle, 
or was simply the production of a man who was 
anxious to gratify personal malice, and whose 
opinions would consequently be regarded as 
worthless. He had not the slightest fear of any 
outside slander, nor the slightest dread of any 
act of his being· made public. Hon. members 
had simply to follow the straight path of duty, 
to do what they thought and conscientiously be
lieved was the best for themselves, their con
stituents, and the country, and they could defy 
all slanders. 

Mr. MILES said he believed he had been 
attacked in the same sort of way that the mem
ber for Hosewood had been, but he was not 
going to follow the example of the hon. member 
and denounce the writer of the paragraph in 
which he was attacked. He was told on good 
authority that the writer was the Postmaster
General. He wished to give the statement made 
in the paragraph a blank denial, and might add 
that he would take good care that he would not 
become the proprietor of another newspaper. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he must admit that 
the Press had treated him very kindly ; they 
had never said an unkind word about him, and 
therefore he felt it his duty to defend the Press. 
He hoped they would like his doing so. There 
was no doubt that there were black sheep amongst 
the members of the Press, and that they would 
not have to search outside the gallery of the 
House to find one. 'rhere was an individual 
there who took a great deal of trouble to act as 
correspondent for many papers, and to write 
letters and articles attacking and misrepresent
.ing members of the House ; but because there 

was such an individual- a man of no charac
ter ot reputation, except a bad one - that 
was no reason why the Press should be con
demned wholesale. The man was no doubt 
cheap and nasty, and his services were frobably 
worth what was paid for them. Stil he did 
not think it was rig·ht for hon. members, especi
ally the member for Darling Downs (Mr. Miles), 
to get up and attack the Press. The Press had 
been very kind to that hon. member, and no 
member of the House had been dealt with so 
leniently by them. The hon. member had been 
mixed up with the Press for many years, and 
had been one of the most distinguished proprie
tors of the Courier. He had heard that the hon. 
member used to even inspire the leading articles of 
the Courier-he could not write them himself, so he 
went to the office and inspired them. He believed 
that even now the hon. member was the proprie
tor of two papers, and the mortgagee of a third. 
However, his (Mr. Morehead's) mission was to 
defend the Press. He had a very high opinion 
of the Press, especially of the "leading journal" 
of the colony ; it never changed, but pursued one 
unalterable course of rectitude and justice. All 
knew that, except those who had written leading 
articles for it. He believed the member for 
Maryhorough, with his kaleidoscopic views and 
opinions, wrote for it ; he put himself up one 
day and knocked himself down the next, and 
then rubbed his hands with pleasure, and said, 
"See what a good boy I am. See how I have 
knocked them down," meaning himself. He 
wrote articles on the federation of Australia in a 
magazine, and then wrote articles in the Courier 
reviewing them. He (Mr. Morehead) called 
that a good all-round man-a man who was 
well adapted mentally to write for the leading 
journal. He believed there were other hon. 
members who had dabbled with the Press, 
and thought he had recognised the fine Roman 
hand of the member for Ipswich (Mr. Macfar
lane) in the Evwngelical Standard. When a 
question of fishing on Sundays cropped up, 
or when the member for North Brisbane (Mr. 
Palmer) made a quiet allusion to anything 
Evangelical-and hon. members knew that he 
always did so in a quiet way-the member for 
Ipswich immediately wrote an article to say that 
it was all hypocrisy and humbug, and that the 
hon. member did not believe in the Evangelical 
party. He (:Mr. Morehead), however, had reason 
to believe that the member for North Brisbane 
was one of the staunchest believers in the party. 
So much for the amount of reliance that could 
be placed upon rumours. The member for Dar
ling Downs had said that he did not care a straw 
for the Press. He could quite understand that 
a man who owned two papers and held a 
mortgage over a third should be indifferent. If 
the papers said anything against him he would 
put the screw on. He might be pretty inde
pendent as to what the Press said about him. 
Perhaps they were the only papers that he took 
in, because he got them for nothing. If he (Mr. 
Morehead) should ever have the honour of editing 
a newspaper, he should cfo-ive the hon. member 
something that he woul not like if he would 
only take the paper, but the hon. member must 
not bring actions for libel. However, he rose to 
speak on behalf of the Press. They were very 
fair in their criticism, and they never abused 
anybody-exeept in a ,Pickwickian sense; they 
meant nothing by it. The member for Base
wood had stated that he did not mind a bit 
the abuse that had been given to him, yet 
he got up and admitted that he felt it. He 
ought to have shown that he did not care for 
it, except to expose a man who was worth
less and was a ruffian ;-he was known to a 
good many members. The hon. member for 
'Northern Downs could tell the House a little 
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about him. In exposing the man, and show
ing what kind of persons were sometimes 
connected with the Press, the member for 
Rose wood had done good service, and he would 
point out that even in the precincts of the 
g::tllery they had a pressman who came night 
after night and who was as big a scoundrel as 
could be found. 

Mr. HEKDREN said the House had heard a 
great deal about Mr. Wylie. He did not know 
much about him, but he maintained that the 
House was the wrong place for hon. members to 
denounce him. If the man had clone wrong, let 
thein proceed against him in court ; but they 
should not use the floor of the House to under
mine him and take away his character. The 
member for Rosewoocl had talked a good deal 
about the purity of the Press, but he forgot that 
not so many years ago he hhnself draggeJ into a 
l::owsuit the journal which he was then conduct
ing, and got the proprietors c::ost for damages. 

Mr. MESTON: Not for slander. 
Mr. HENDREN said it was for slander, and 

he could call for documents of the Supreme 
Court to prove the assertion. ·why should 
the member for Rosewood come to the House 
and elevate himself with a long rigmarole 
speech? Let him talk politics, and leave Plato 
and Demosthenes alone. Members came to 
near something for the good of the country, 
not to hear unfortunate people denounced 
who had no remedy at law because the mem
bers who attacked them sheltered themselves 
under their privileges. He stood up to take 
the part of any man who was slandered in 
the House. It was unfair and unmanly. \Vith 
reference to what had been said by the 
member for Mitchell, it was not so long ago 
that the hon. member threatened all manner of 
vengeance against a certain portion of the 
Press, and told the House what he was going 
to do with a certain gentleman who went 
to the Sydney Exhibition as Commissioner 
for Queenslancl-that he was going to ex
pose how many cabs that gentleman em
ployed, and how many bundles of cigars 
he smoked, and all the rest ; but the House 
had heard nothing about it since-there was 
something wrong in the atmosphere. They 
also knew that the hon. member for Mitchell 
had a little to do with the Press, just now. 
It was not fair that the name of any un
fortunate private individual should be brought 
before the House in this way, and he (::VIr. 
Henclren) denounced and set his face against the 
bringing forward of the matter to-day. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN agreed entirely with a 
good deal of what had been said by the last 
speaker. The man Wylie did not belong to any 
department in the State, but was a private 
individual outside trying to earn his living in the 
best way he could. He would go so far as to 
say that if there was to be anything said it 
should be said outside, and the hon. member for 
Rosewood should not drag his shop and his 
paper into the House. There was one statement 
made by the hon. member which he (Mr. 
O'Sullivan) knew to be untrue, and that was that 
the man was dismissed from the Fassifern sur
vey through incompetence. Several surveys of 
the Fassifern line took place afterwards, and 
one survey found \Vylie one inch and a-half or 
two inches and a-half out of the proper measure
ment. \V as that incompetence? There were no 
two greater friends in the colony, some time ago, 
than the hon. member for Rosewood and \Vylie. 

Mr. MESTON : Never. 
Mr. O'SULLIVAN said he knew that Wylie 

was a constant correspondent of the hon. mem
ber's, ~tnt! wrote for the paper with which the 

hon. member was connected, and, he believed, 
did all the office work for some time. \Vith 
respect to libels, even the hands of the hon. mem
ber had not been altogether clean. He (::VIr. 
O'Sullivan) remembered that the hon. member 
was once pulled for libelling. It was really not a 
nice thing to bring the characters of private in
dividuals before the House. Hansai'd was circu
lated all over the colony, and what was the man 
to get a living by but his character? The man 
was not in the public service ; and the 
House ought to set its face against allow
ing a 1nan's name to be brought for\vard aud 
his character discussed on account of personal 
private feelings. The hon. member said he was 
not actuated by priYate feeling in the matter; 
but how were they to know ?-they had only 
the hon. member's word for it. :Every mem
ber should set his face against allowing the 
name of any private individual to be brought 
before the House. If the man was the head 
of a rle]Jartment, or held a position by which 
he was receiving pay from the revenue of the 
colony, or had misconducted himself as a Civil 
servant, there would be a perfect right to bring 
the matter before the House ; but the perwn 
in question was in no way connected with the 
State; am! when the hon. member's common
sense am! temper came hack he woulcl see that 
he hac! acted unfairly and unwisely. Under 
the ]Jrivileges of Parliament an hon. member 
might say a nun was a scoundrel and a black
guard, and, in fact, call him >1ll the names 
he thought proper. All he (:;\!Ir. O'Sulli' an) 
would further say about the matter was this : 
if the hon. member had used towanls him the 
language he used with reference to that private 
individual, the moment the hon. member went 
outside the privileges of Parliament would not 
save him. 

The HoN. J. M. THO:Y1PSON said that the 
man \Vylie was quite a youth, and it appeared 
to him that a youngster such as he, unless under 
very peculiar circumstances, h>1d no right to be 
dragged before the House in the way he had 
been for public execration. The young man be
longed to a class who were commonly knowntts no 
one's enen1ieR but their O\Vll; and it \Vas to be 
hoped that he would soon sow his wild oats and 
become a useful man. It appeared rather a pity 
that at the outset of his life-he did not de
fend him for a minute-his character should be 
aspersecl. But the House should not have any
thing to do with blasting the character of private 
individuals. \Vhen a man spoke in the House 
he spoke for the country, and the hon. member 
for Hosewood had certainly taken an extreme 
course in making the statements he had made 
against the young man. And there was this to 
be said : the hon. member for Rosewood was 
safe-thoroughly, entirely s:tfe-though every
thing he said might be liable to legal pm
ceedings if said outside. Perhaps what the 
hon. member said was perfectly tme, but 
that had nothing to do with the principle. 
He quite agreed with the hon. member who 
last spoke, as to the undesirability of drag
ging private character forward, unless con
nected with public transactions. He tho
roughly agreed that the character of a public 
man might very pertinently be called in 
question in regard to public transactions, fur 
they must take all things into consideration, 
and, in dealing \vith a 1nan and his Ineasure:-;, 
must take into consideration his chamcter. 
Therefore, it was quite right there should be a 
certain amount of latitude in discussing public 
character and the priYate characters of public 
men in the House ; lmt they should certainly 
not drag the private characters of outside indi
viduals before the House for the execration of 
the public, all(! so that the report might appe:.r 
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in Hctnsm·d, where it would have the effect of a 
libel, but perfectly privileged. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Mr. Pulmer) 
agreed with a great deal of what the hon. mem
ber for Ipswich (:Mr. Thompson) had ;mid. ::"fo 
member had a right to drag· the character of 
a private individual before the House in the 
manner the hon. member for Eosewood had 
done; and he thought the Speaker would be 
acting in the interests of fairplay, ancl cn,ny
ing· out the wishes of the majority of the 
House, if he ordered that what had been 
said should not appear in to-morrow's Hctn
sw·d. To all intents and purposes, it would be 
publishing a malicious libel. 'fhe most amusing 
part of the matter to him (::\lr. Palmer) was 
seeing how very thin-skinnell editors were. It 
was delightful to see gentlemen whose almost 
exchmive privilege it \VaH to abuse everybody, 
the moment their own toes were troll upon, turn 
round and resist. They were like the hangn1an 
in BarnaLy lludge, \vho enjoye(l hanging other:', 
but made a sorry exhibition when his own turn 
can1e. There were a good many casep, of that 
sort in the world-of people who were careless as 
to how they slung ink against others, but who 
turned round much injure<! the moment they 
were themselve8 touched. He did not know the 
merits of the case before the House, ctml harl 
never heard of the man \Vylie before that 
he knew of; lmt he did think it was abu,.ing the 
privileges of Parlimnent to bring a ca,se uf the 
Rort before the House in the language used by 
the hon. member for Hosewoml. 

Mr. MESTON, in reply, sttid he was quite 
willing-in fact, he would mther-that the sug
gestion of the Colonial Secretary should be car
ried out, and that the part of the proceedings 
with reference to the man vVylie be omitted from 
Ilmzs"'·d. 

HoNOURABLE l'IIE}IBERS: No, no! 

Mr. MESTON said he, at any rate, httcl not 
the slightest objection to having that part 
omittecl. He had deliberated some considerable 
time before bringing the matter forward. It was 
an exceedingly llifficult position-that dual posi
tion which a man occupied as out:;ide journalist 
and member of the House; and it was a difficult 
matter to dissociate the two positions. He hesi
tated a long time before deciding to take the 
action he had taken, but the question was one 
seriously affecting him cts a public mctn. The 
anonymous letter he had refened to went 
forth to the public and to his constituents 
containing a serious acc1.um,tion- an accuHtL
tion calculated to do him a serious injury. 
He had proved who the writer was, anrl that the 
whole affair was a delibemte, malignant attempt 
to do him an injury. It was certainly rathe1· an 
unmanly thing to bring forward" private incH
vidual's character before the House ; but, as the 
hon. member (Mr. O'Sullivan) knew, he (Mr. 
l'IIeston) was ahout the last man in the House 
who would knowingly do an munanly action, if 
he thought it was such. Touching the person re
ferred to, if he had any defence to make, the 
columns of the paper in which the anonymous 
letter appeared would be open to him. Anything· 
he chose to write in his defence would be 
published. He was not conscious that the 
had ever knowingly done injury to any htnnan 
being, or been guilty of ::tn unrnanly action. The 
present seemed, perhaps, to sttvour somewhat of 
that nature, but he ha<l no intention that it 
should be so. He had no desire to do any injury 
to the individual in question, but he had satisfiecl 
himself beyond all possibility of doubt that he 
had made ctn unprincipled and malignant at
tempt to injure him cts a public mctn and a mem
ber of the House. In that sense he had acted 
perfectly legitimately in doing- as he had <lone, 

It was the first time he had brought anything of 
the kind forward, and he was perfectly certain it 
would be the last. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said that as some remarkR 
had fallen from the Colonial Secretary with 
regard to the excision of certain renuuk~ that 
had been made on the ctuthority of the Sp8c\ker, 
he hoped the Speaker would not undertake 
that responsibility ; because anything like a 
censorship of Hlmscwd could not be but per
nicious. Except with the express instructions 
of the House it was a duty which, he felt certain, 
the Speaker would not willinglynmlertake. Re 
hoped, therefore, that on this occctsion no at
tempt would be macle to exercise anything like 
" constraint upon the reporters. If Ham•a1'<l 
was justifiable at all, a great deal should be left 
to the discretion of the reporters, who had to do 
their dntyfaithfully. They had to report what was 
saicl in the House, and the faithfnl performm1ee 
of their duty might well be left in their hant!H. 
'fheir clnty was to tmnscribe for public llllrlJoses 
'"hat was n,ctnally uttere<l there. He should not 
have taken part in the debate but for one or two 
remarks that had been made, on which he \dshecl 
to say a few words. As politicians, the less 
notice they took of the action of the Press with 
regard to themselves the better. The Press hall 
a very high function to perforrn-higher, even, 
than that of the House itself. The Press 
was the exponent of the conscience of the 
people ; it wa.'. the mouthpiece of the differ
ent opinions thctt prevailed ctmong,t the com
nlunity. Of course, a1nongst 1nenconnected ·with 
the Press there were characters just as degraded 
as a.rnongst any other clatls o£ n1en ; but, 
taken as a whole, they were certainly entitled to 
rank with any other body of professionctl men, and 
they certainly did exercise a very high function. 
His own connection with the Prec'' betel been 
amusingly referred to by the hon. member (1\lr. 
Morehead). He only wished hi'~' connection with 
the Press was much cl<her than was acttmlly 
the cttse. He !Jclieve<l that he exercised '" 
certain amount of influence even here, but he 
felt confident that he could exercise a very 
much wider influence in the Press ; and he 
shouhl be gla<l indeed if he could enjoy those 
privileges which the hon. member (::\fr. 1\Iore
head) hoped might at some time fall to his 
share. He shoulcl be happy to see the 
hon. member exercise his influence in that 
channel; he would find that it was a mrmt 
useful one. There was a time when he (1\lr. 
Douglas) was more intimately connected with 
the Press than at pre.sent. Of late yectrs 
his contributions to the Press had been very 
harmless indeed ; but he had btely to some 
extent been instnnnent<.Ll in securing \vhat 
he believed to be the l"ights of publicity, which 
\Vere essential for the good governn1ent of the 
country. He was lmppy to hear the hon. mem
ber (1\.lr. 1\Iestou) say he hoped the time would 
come when the names of their writers would be 
attached to articles in the newspapers. He, too, 
hoped that that day would come ~·oon. Though 
the advantages of anonyn1ous contributions to 
papers were very great, still he thought the time 
would come when they wouhl see the other 
principle adOlJted, and by that means personal 
responsibility woul<l be secured on the pttrt of 
public men in connection \Yith what they wrote. 
lTnder the present system many articles were 
attributed to public men who had never had 
the slighte8t ha,nd in them; and there were ex
amples in this colony of articles written by 
public men which did not do any credit to the 
Press-spiteful and untruthful as they often 
were. }'or that reason he should rejoice if the 
usages of the Press were such as would jlhtify 
writers in attaching their names to articles 
writtrn by them 
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Mr. L UMLEY HILL said he agreed with the 
hon. member (Mr. llouglas) that it was un<lesir
able to establi,;h any cem;orship over Il"nsanl. 
The IIan a1'd reporters were there to report what 
WaH sa,id in the House, a1Hl every hou. lllelnLer 
was responsible for the words he uttered. If 
there wa~ any hann in a spea.ke1·'.-::: vvord::-:; the 
wrong would rebotlllLl upon hiln. He should 
rejoice to see smne of the unprincipled ·writer . ..; in 
the Pre:-:::; Hho\vn up, ttnd ·when nm.-Yspaper 1nen 
tu~ne<l upon one another they were likely to get 
a httle geneml justice done. The hon. member 
C:\Ir. Iloughcs} had exalted writers in the ]Jress 
to a loftier position than that occupiecl by mem
bers of the House. In his opiuion the Press 
had arrogate<! to itself tlmt right. Instencl. of 
being the fourth esta,te, they \vere endeavour
ing to rank fLH the fin;t, mH'l dictate~I to ho11. 
members what they were to do nml say, and 
how they were to Lelmve. He was a firm 
believer in the step of estalJlishing Ha nsanl <>t 
the expense of the couutry, so that h(m. mem
bers u1ight not have \Vonl~ put into their 111onth8 
which they never nsecl; tt'ld now that the staff 
was fol'll18ll, every word ntterecl by hon. n1eut
bem ought as nearly ac; Jl"''il1le to be reported. 
In the report of the delxcte the other night 
he foun<l tlmt the few remarks he nmcle on 
the snl>ject were wholly omitte<l from Hunsanl. 
That he did s<>y something· was <(Uite evident 
from the reference 1Wttle to it in the leading 
pa]Jer. l~ven on the :-;core of econon1y, it was 
very nndesimble to c11rtail the Hunsnnl reports 
in <tny w:cty, an<l he hoped the speeches of hon. 
members would continue to he as fully reported, 
if not more fully, <>s heretofore. 

Mr. SCOTT s<tirl that, if anything w<>s to be 
done in the w<>y of excision, he hoped it would 
extend to the whole deL<tte. It w<>s n,m<>tter in 
which the outsi<le public took no interest wlmt
ever, mHl the <leb<tte w<>s not one calcubte<l to 
mise the tone of the Clmmber. It w.mld be 
much better if the whole LleL<tte coul<l be deleted 
frmu 1Ian.w .. t1'(1, a.ntl he wa.s prep~Lrud to n1ove n 
motion to that effect. 

Mr. :MACFA1tLA:fE s<tid he should not h<tve 
risen lmt for the re1nadc:::: of the hon. HWllll-)er 
(Mr. Hill) in reference to the reporting of de
bate~. Some hon. JnelnlJers, if they s::tw rerllrtft'u~ 
reports. of their speecheB, w<ml<l be <tBhnmml of 
themBel ves <tnrl of the langn<>.~·e they lmd per
lrtittecl the1nselves to nse. _.:\.:-; ha,(l been sugge~ted 
by the hon. member (:\[r. l>ouglns), the heBt 
thing they could (lo was to le,we the matter in 
the lmnds of the reporters, who generally ex
ercised great care in their reportH ; and it \V::t:-i 

very well that it w<ts so. As to the particular 
1natter under discussion, he 'vas of opinion that 
it ought never to h<tve been brought before the 
House, and th<tt the hon. member (:\1r. J\leston) 
ought to have taken smne other course. 

Question of ndjournment put mtcl negn,tived. 

PJ~TITION. 

Mr. · DICKS0:01 presenter\ " petition from 
George Gookl, connni~sion agent, Brisbane, pray
ing for redn.:\~H of a grievance n.lleged to have be1Bn 
sustained by him in the nmtter of the shn,re of cer
ta.in fines, accruing frmn prosecution:-; 1Jy order of 
the distilleries depttrtrnent anrl detective police, 
not having being pltid to him. 

Petition re<>tl <tnclreceived. 

MAIL CONTRACT- RJ"SU::\IPTION OF 
CO::VIMI'l'TEE. 

The SPBAKER left the chair, <tnd tlw House 
resolved itself into " Committee of the \Vhole 
to further consider the proposed through Steam 
Service between London <tml Brisbane. 

The PREMIER (:Mr. Mcilwraith) said he did 
not inten<l to make another speech upon this snL
ject. 'l'he last time the matter was before the 
Committee he announced tlmt he would postpone 
its conBi<lemtion nntil the Fin<>ncial St<ttement 
lmd he en cleli verecl. That Statement had since 
been m a< le, mHl hem. members who wished it lmd 
ha<l the <tdvant<>ge of nny light which might 
],y th<tt Sbtement, <tncl the discussion which fol
lowe<l, Le thrmn1 upon the matter now before 
the Committee. He Lelieved he lmd removed 
the only pmctical objection formerly urged by 
lwn. 1nenll>e1·:::-; iu oppoHition to a continuance of 
the discussion on the subject. Now th<tt the 
<liscussion wets n,bout to be resumed, he would 
only expre.:.;s a hope, while wishing for the 
fulle.,t discussion of the amendment before the 
Committee, th<>t they would come to a conclusion 
ns :-;oon a~ pos:-:lible. There were other ilnportant 
umtters on the business-paper needing prompt 
consideration-the P<tcific Islands Labourers Bill, 
for inst<>nce, ought to Le proceeded with without 
dehty ; the Loml \V orks Lo<>n Bill was <tnother 
memmre of consiclerable importance ; the \Vater 
Storage and Distribution Bill, too, \Vtts a rneasure 
in which the city was very deeply interested. He 
thou~'ltt, also, tlmt the ltailway aml Tramway 
:Extension Bill should be dealt with at once and 
before they proceecled with the consideration of 
the branch milways now in hand. The money 
borrowed for the construction of these railways 
wrcs now in the hands of the Government, and 
they oug·ht to be proceeded with. The United 
:Municipalities Bill should also demand ·atten
tion. He hoped that, with these important mea
sures to be de<tlt with, hon. members would 
n,ssist the Government to promote a settlement 
of the m<>tter Lefore the Committee. 

The Ho:-~. S. \V. GltU'FITH said he w<>s sure 
the House would be glad to proceed to the im
portant business referred to by the Premier. 
Jj:veryone agreed that the n1easures enun1erated 
by the hrm. gentlermtn constituted important 
business, an<l, persmmlly, he thought the sooner 
they renche<l that business the better. \Vhen the 
House was last in committee on this subject it 
wn,s o],jecte<l that, so far <>s was known, there 
might be a large deficiency upon last year's 
revenue, that there would proLably be a de
ficiency upon the transactions of the present 
ye<>r, nml that it woul<l therefore he impolitic 
to incur Hnch large additional expense aR would 
be cause<l by the propmed contmct, without im
l>osing additiounJ taxation. Hon. n1en1bers on 
the Opposition side of the House also desired to 
know how the Tre~tsurer proposed to raise the 
<td<lition<>l taxation which was thought to be 
necessary. The expenditure which it w<>s at pre
sent proposed to incur under the mail contract was 
JO:Gii,OOO; but that amount would Le increased to <>t 
least £(i0,000, ancl might Le much more, while 
they \vere paying fo1· the existing nutil service 
only £20,000. According to the Treasurer's 
l<'ilmnci<tl Statement they would have " surplus, 
supposing that the whole of his :Estimates 
\vere realised-and there \Vas good reason to 
believe that that would not be the case-of 
not more than £30,000, without making any pro
vision whatever for Supplement<>ry Estimates. 
So that the actunl estinmted surplus would be 
quite inaderjtmte to p<>y the cost of the proposed 
service ; nml instencl, therefore, of their being in 
a better position to dbcuss the proposal now 
than they were before the J<'inancial St<ttement 
w<>s made, they were really in n, worse position. 
J\Ioreover, it was noticeable that in the Tren
surer's Estimates of Expenditure for the year, 
he did not set down the amount proposed to be 
expended on accmmt of the service the Com
mittee were now considering. He observed that 
the <>mount placed upon the Estimates for mail 
service was only the mnount which would be 



Mail Contract. [24 AUGUST.] Mail Contract. 451 

required to pay the E. and A. Company up to the 
end of their contract. If, therefore, the sum to 
be paid under the proposed new contract were 
added to the estimated expenditure, the accounts 
would exhibit a paper deficit instead of a paper 
surplus. He could not underetand how, under 
these circumstances, the 'rreasurer could ask 
hon. members who desired to maintain their repu
tation as a solvent colony-as a colony which 
paid its way as it went ftlong-to enter into such 
a transaction. He anticipated-and he was sure 
that almost everyone indulged a like anticipa
tion, as it was also believed to be the Treasurer's 
intention-that when the Financial Statement 
was made it would be found to contain some 
proposal for raising that additional revenue 
which we all knew to be necessary. He was 
much inclined to believe-indeed, he might say 
that he had not the slig·htest doubt -that 
the Treasurer intended to propose additional 
taxation ; otherwise, the Treasurer's a hsence for 
several days, during which he was said to be 
busilv engaged in the preparation of his Finan
cial Statement, was unaccountable. The State
ment which was eventually delivered might have 
been prepared in a few hours, and surely did 
not need that close attention which the Treasurer 
was reported to have devoted to the subject. 
Had the Treasurer proposed reasonable taxation, 
and thrown the burdens of the proposed ad
ditional expenditure on account of the mail 
contract upon the shoultlers of those who 
alone could be expected to derive any con
siderable benefit from it, there might be legs 
objection to the proposed contract. But every
thing which had transpired since the pro
posal was last discussed tended to increase 
the objections which were originally advanced. 
·when the matter was last before the Committee 
the Treasurer did not state how he proposed to 
provide for the expenditure. He said in effect
" You vote the money, and we will find the 
n1eans of raising it. n But since the hon. inern
her's proposals for raising the money were not 
forthcoming, how could he expect the country to 
incur the expenditure ?-an expenditure not only 
for the present year, bnt for some years to come. 
The 'Treasurer might as well have placed £100,000 
upon the Estimates for some new building, at 
the same time showing on the face of the Esti
mates a large deficit. Had the hon. gentleman 
done that, what course, under ordinary circum
stances, would have been pursued by any 
Legislative Assembly where the practice of dis
Cllssing the Estimates in detail obtained? The 
course would have been to bring the Esti
mates of expenditure within the I<;stimates of 
revenue. He had not had an opportunity of con
sulting the whole of the members on the Oppo•i
tion side of the House since the Financial State
ment, for it was understood that the discussion 
upon the Statement, together with the consequent 
legislation, would be disposed of before the mail 
contract was again considered ; but he thought, 
for his own part, that there was less reason for 
voting for the Premier's proposal, and propor
tionately stronger reason for oppoBing it in 
every way in which opposition could be shown, 
than when the subject was last before the 
Committee. Upon that occasion the Trea
surer said he would midertake to give fair 
opportunity for discussing the :Financial State
ment, and the legislation consequent upon it, 
before the mail contract came on for considera
tion again. Under the circumstances, how
ever, that undertaking was not binding, but 
he concluded from that statement-and he be
lieved everyone else drew the same conclusion
that some financial legislation would follow; hut 
as a matter of fact there would be none, for the 
proposed alterations in the tariff had been passed, 
and the Bill to give effect to them was merely 

formal. But as it seemed that the discussion of 
the mail contract was now to be proceeded with, 
he would like to ask the Premier whether he had 
received any further information with respect to 
the service since the matter was last before the 
Committee-that was to say, whether he had had 
any further communication from the intended 
contractors, and, if so, what was the nature of 
it ? 

The PEEMIER said he had had no fnrther 
comrnunications with l~ngland in reference to 
the contract since it was last und~r the con
sideration of the Committee. 'rhe hnn. mem1er 
for North Brisbane said it was understood that 
the legislation consequent upon the :Financial 
Statement would be concluded before the mail 
contract was considered again. He did not 
think that the hon. member would find in 
Hnnsn1·d any justification for thttt assertion. 
So far from making the statement attributed to 
him, he pointed out to several hon. members
and to the hon. member for the Logan par
ticularly-that it was unnecessary to pass any 
legislation. All he desired was that the House 
should have an opportunity of considering the 
Vinancial Statement before the mail contract 
was proceeded with. What he said was this-

" He believed that, with fn.ir assistance from the 
Opposition, he should be able to get that legislation 
carried through in a few days. He did not say tlmt he 
would do so ; but it was possible, for instance, that he 
might propose an alteration of the tariff; and supposing 
that he did he must immediately after the delivery ot' 
the Financial Statement put the necessary re::;olntions, 
and see some probability of their being carried, before 
he proceeded with any other important busine:-;s. At 
the same time, he did not see why the consideration of 
even these matters might not be del:tyed in order to dis~ 
cuss the mail contract." 

Mr. GRLFFITH: There is no objection to 
that. 

The PEEMIER said that if the hon. member 
did not object to the course which had been pur
sued, it was of no use to refer to the matter and 
to state that an understanding htLd been departed 
from. The leader of the Opposition had a vailecl 
himself of the occasion to repeat what he had 
said when the Financial Statement was under 
discussion. The hem. member's statement of 
which he now complained had also been made 
by several other members on the Opposition 
side of the House, and it was that the 'Treasurer 
had changed his mind, with reference to the sub
ject of taxation, within the p>tst three or four 
weeks. If hon. mern1ers paid a little more atten
tion to his public utterances, and endeavoured less 
to ascertain privately what his actions were, they 
would not make such statements. He believed 
the suppcdtion had arisen from the fact of his 
having repeatedly revised tariffs. He believed he 
had revised as many as half-a-dozen. But did it 
follow because hon. members ascertained from 
private sources that he was contemplating or 
engaged in a work of that character, that he was 
bound to bring forward a tariff revision? No 
hon. member was in a position to say that he had 
changed his mind, or that the Statement he de
livered was not the Statement he contemplated 
at the opening of the session, or even last year. 
Doubtless the leader of the Opposition felt some
what annoyed that he had not the sagacity to 
discover what the Treasurer's policy was. A 
great many others, he believed, had 1een taken 
in; hut the hon. member's conclusion that 
the Treasurer had altered his mind was a 
process of reasoning he could not understand. 
The hon. member for the Korthern Downs 
evidently held a different opinion, for he said 
that had he been in the Treasurer's place he 
would have made a similar Statement. But now 
that the :Financial Statement had been delivered, 
what were the objections to the mail contract? 
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The whole of the objections were, in ren,lity, 
objections to the Finn,ncin,l Stn,tement, upon 
which the hon. member for North Brisbane 
move<l tm n,memlment to the effect that the 
Treasurer's proviHion was in~"tdequate. The o1-
jections now rn,ised to the mail contmct touched 
the same point. The hon. member sn,id the 
estimate of revenue in excess of the estimate 
of expenditure wn,s only £30,000; but the hon. 
memLer knew very well that that n,mount \nmld 
be increased by £40,000, which it was proposed 
to transfer from the Rn,il way Reserves Yuntl, 
so that the Treasurer would stn,rt with n, b<tbnce 
of ttt le<tst £70,000. He h<td not to provide all 
at once for the whole of the £55,000 ch<trge<tble 
to the proposed contract. If the contract was 
ratified from the present time, he did not sup· 
]H)He, judging frmn the telegrarr1s received fron1 
England, that the firm would be in a position to 
carry it out before Kovember, in which case there 
would only be six months' expenditure, or 
£28,000, to he provided for. That was not n, 
very alanning contingency for a Trea~urer to 
contmuplate. The whole argun1ent, however, 
was against the :Financial 8tatement rather 
than the proposed contract, and it was to 
this effect-that it was the Treasurer's duty, 
in a year of this description, to have ]Jl'O

posed a revision of taxation which would have 
put him in JHlSSession of ampler fumh He did 
not think he wa,s in a position to do so. A 
Treasurer was perfectly justified in years of 
extrn,ordinary depression to look to sources of an 
extraordinary character . for his revenue. That 
was his position now. He was snre that had he 
imposed 10 per cent. or 15 per cent. duties, and 
thnt had those duties been proportionately repro
ductive-a 10 per cent. duty yielding twice ns 
much as a ii per cent. duty-they would have been 
deluged with revenue they did not require, which, 
within the next four or five yen,rs, would lead them 
into extravn,gance. He was sure, on the other 
hand, that an increase in the ad •·alonm duties 
would not have the effect of adding to the re
venue. On the contrary, the hig·her the duties 
the less would the revenue become. But he 
was not called upon at an extraordinary time 
like the present-wllen people were in the wo'"t 
of positions to bear taxation-to reorganize the 
taxation in such a wn,y that in more prosperous 
years they would find themselves in JlflSsession 
of a great deal too much revenue. They were 
now in the third bad season, and he hoped 
that there were better things in store; but until 
those better times came he would not be jus
tified, as long as he could possibly nmke the 
revenue of the colony meet the expenditure, in 
going into ordinary chn,nnels of revenue to pro
vide for extraordinary expenditure. Upon that 
principle, he considered that the extraordimtry 
steps he had taken were justifiable. It was 
quite possible-it might he in the opinion of 
many probable, and in the opinion of some 
members of the Opposition a certainty-thn,t 
they would require additional taxation next year. 
If that came about the House must be prepared 
to face it, but his proposition ·wt~s that they ,re:te 
not forced to bee additionn,l taxation this yettr. 
He had answered the only objection the hon. 
gentleman hn,d brought forward, and that was, 
as he hn,d contended, an objection against the 
:Financial Statement as a whole, which had 
been settled already by the amendment moved 
by the hon. gentleman himself, and lost by tt 
division of twenty-seven to eighteen. 

Mr. GRIFFITH sn,id he did not think it neces
sary when he spoke to recapitulate all the aTgu
ments that had been urged against the mail con
tract; neither did he now think it necessary. 
What he hn,d arlverted to was, the additional light 
thrown upon the question since it was last before 
the Committee; aml he desirer\ to point nut that 

nothing which harl taken place since had tended 
to show that the Committee would act more 
wisely now, in .':t]>}Jl'OYing of the }n·oposa.J, than 
on the previous occasion. On the co11trary, every
thing went to show that it wa;:.; eYen a 111ore 
wild aml1·cckless proposition than it previously 
appearetl to be. The Tre>esurer seemed to think 
he could make the expenrlitm·e ami revenue weet 
this year l1y borrowing money. They had had 
for the la~-;t two yf<trs a, large deficiency, and even 
the T1·easurer cucrlLlnot pretend it was likely that 
thev would not hn ve to f:tce an adtlitional tax
:ttir;n next year; anrl yet he asked them, blindly, 
to rush for kevm·nl years to co1ne into n.. contract, 
the only practical me of which, according to 
his own speech, would be to open up the frozen· 
meat trade. He (::VIr. <clriffith) contended that 
if this lm·g-e subsidy \\·as to be paid for the pur
pose of opening up that tmrle, they required 
some lJetter meccn,; of pa:·ing the :mbsidy than 
haLl heen propo:;e<l to the Hou:;e, 

::V1r. Kli\G said that if a division took place 
upon this question he intended to vote for the 
mtiiication of the contmct, aml he wished, there
fore, to place on l'ecord hir; reaRons for taking 
that course, because there was no clou!Jt that 
considerable feeling hat! been excitetl out of 
doorK against the contract; and frmn the variouN 
reports he hatl reccd of the proceedings which had 
taken place, he wtts con vine eel that thi, feeling 
hacl been excitetl by a>·guments altogether beside 
the question. The real merits of the mail con· 
tract had not been discus:;ecl at any of the meet
ings held to denounce it. He con:-;idered, 
therefore, in his pal-ticnlm vosition, he had a 
right to place on recorcl the reasons w~1ich in
duced lnm to support the contract. ]<or very 
many years it heed been the object of the 
party with 'vhich he hacl alwtcys worked to 
facilitate, by every means in their power, 
the introduction of capital and population into 
the colony. He had always held that one of the 
first duties of the Government of this colony was 
to sti1nulate itA 'velfare by encouraging the introR 
·duction of popubtion, and, above all, capital, 
both of which were badly wanted, and would 
continue to !Je wn,nte<l for some time. It had 
been repeatedly pointed out thn,t Australia, in 
this respect, was at great diR::tclvantage as emu
pared with America and other countries nearer 
to the land from \vhich Australia derived her 
population anrl capital. It httd been pointed out 
that if it was a mere question of expense, 
Englishmen more likely would prefer to settle 
in a country where they would be subject to the 
old laws and Sovereign, than transfer their 
allegiance, as they now did, to the United 
States. It hat! also been acknowledged thn,t 
English capitalists would be more ready to 
trust their nwney to a cn1nn1unity governed by 
Rnglish laws, and living under the }:nglish flag, 
than to invest their millionH, aH they did now, in 
foreiccn countries. But the gren,t distance of 
:Engl~nd from the antipodes had militated 
against the latter receiving both population and 
capital. In the first place the immigmnts were 
a, long thnc on the yoyagE\ whieh ''as difficult 
and dangerous; and in the second place, the 
J~nglish capitalist, however desirous he might 
be to invest his money in this colony, felt 
thn,t he was a great distance from his money, 
and found a difficulty in ascertn,ining how 
his investn1entH progressed ; so that it was 
almost impossible for him to undergo the trouble 
of looking after them himself. For these reasons 
(lueensland did not receive the amount of capital 
she was entitled to expect, considering her vast 
wealth, her connection with England, the great 
emigmtion that had taken place during the last 
twenty years, and the enormous investments that 
had been made of English capital abroad. In 
order to facilitate communication the colony 
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had spent large sums in telegraph construc
tion, mul last year he found that on the 
telegraphs of this colony, including the in
tere,t on the lines, there was a loss of £.)0,000, 
aml this might be said to l1e the annual loss 
on telegntphi-c connnunic::ttion, the justifica.tion 
for which wa~, that by facilitating connunni
cation they encouraged bnsine:s.'.i a.ncl fostered 
:-;ettlement in the colony, and, at the smne thne, 
g·;we confidence to tho,;e who were willing to 
invest their money there. It '"''·' only l1ecanse 
the c!C~ims of <~ne0nsland were not properly 
recogni~ed, \vhen the Conference was held in 
::\[elbourne to consider the payment of a subsidy 
for " Europc·an cable with AustraliC~, that 
queensh~Jncl \Vas not paying her portion. The 
reflection, therefore, natumlly m-ose. thitt if it 
\vas worth while to pay large su1n:-:~ for tele
~n1phic cmnrnunic:1tion \\·7 ith En~:;;lmHl, ho\V 1nnch 
rnore would it be \Vorth \Vhile to hrwe a good 
ste<-tlll conlnlnnication "? The <lirect oonunuui
ca,tion \Vith Eng-lantl, if e8ktblished, woul<lrnean 
tlmt the time occupied would be fifty-:;ix 
days frmn London to Jhi:..:;bnne, and of courr-;e 
to the northern ports 80l11ething le:-:N. J!e 
:-mppor;ed that the a\·erag·e voyage by a Httil
ing ve:-;...-el \Vonlcl l1e :-:;mnething like ninety-six 
tlays; sorne ships 1uttl clone it in ·lel'os, an<l Honw 
took rnore tiruc, ln1t the averaf-~:e was :-;ouwthing 
between ninety ''ml one huwlrecl rby~. They 
might, therefore, ""Y tlutt by the prof"'sed 
:-;temner-; n1erchanb; \v·ould be rtblc to get goods 
from England in forty clays less time than 
wns occnpie<l l)y the Jong sea Yoyagc ; but a:-; the 
northern ports wcmlfl gain rnnch more thc1n Tiris
hane, it might be snirl that the journey hetwcen 
England m1d queensbnrl wonl<l he :;hnrtened hy 
one-half if this mail contract were nrlo]Jted. In 
other WOl'tls, (Jueeru;htnd \vould be brought within 
one-half the rlbte~nce from Englanrl tlmt it WC~s 
hy the long :-:.en, voyrtg·e. lJncler these eircurn
sktnces, he consiLlered tlmt thCI·e conlrl be no 
question, unlc·" the whole policy of past Unv
ernrnent::; ha,d been a, 111i:-;takeJ of the irn
portn.nce of introdncing ca.pitnl and popula
tion into (~ncen:;hmd l1y every means in their 
power. There wail no rlonbt but that it wonld 
be highly atl vantageon~ tu {~ueen:-;land, frmn this 
point of yiew, to obtain Hnch a Aervice if it \vas 
offerctl on rea.snna.hle tcrrrlH, ttncl the colony could 
afYorcl to ll<1Y for it. To his mind those were the 
only two fluestimu; which were to be clecided, 
unleHs, incleed, the colony "\Vere to change its 
]ll'evinuo policy entirely. If they s>eid they did 
not want this service, it meC~nt the reversal of 
that policy, 'md tlmt they did not Witnt 
ttny rnore irnrnigrant:-; or capital. If they 
dirl WC~nt the service, the only questions th>et 
rcm>eined to be cnn.oiderecl were tho.~e he had just 
mentioned. To prove what he lmd HC~id C~bout 
the fact tlmt it had been the policy for nmny 
yc[lrs past of the Governments of this colony 
to facilitate the introduction of popubtion 
mHl cctpital, he mig-ht point out that "scheme 
very siudlar to this "\Vtts snggeHtecl six year:cJ ago, 
C~ncl it only fell throug·h becC~usc they could not 
ol>bin " proper cont1·act. In the minutes of the 
"Votes and })roceedings J'of 1874, vol. 2, pag-e !)97, 
he found the following words-" That the Agent
Geneml be instructe<l to nscertC~in on whnt terms 
any of the large }:nglish or AmericC~n steamship 
Cinnpanies\vouldcontnwtto carry 1,000 en1igrants 
monthly rirl, Buez Canal "nd 'rorres Stmits to 
( /ueensbnd." It w;cs C~t thC~t time part of the 
policy of the Goyernment of the colony to have 
C~clopted such "service if it could h"ve been pro
cured on reasmmble terms, hut unfortunately 1\fr. 
·Daintree, who was at the tirne .Agent-G·enentl, 
found thnt a reC~sonC~ble tender coulrl not be ob
t:tiued; 8tettnrers werenntthenasabundnntasno,v, 
and conserjuently the whole thing· fell tln·oug·h. 
~Ir. Daintree onlygotoneoffer by aline of steamers 

going roun<l the CC~pe of Good Hope, and the 
price asked wC~s very high. For 6,000 emigmnts 
C~nnually £10 a-head was asked, and, thC~t being· too 
much, of course nothing further was done. He (l\1r. 
King) came now, therefore, to consider whether 
the terms offered were moderate, and first he 
would point out thC~t the price they had to pay 
for this service was a good deC~l exaggemted. 
Under any circumstances the colony would 
hC~ve to pay £20,000 it-year for the conveni
ence of hC~ving the mails carried vid l\lel
lHmrne. The adoption of the proposed mC~il 
serYice entailed on the colony, therefore, 
only the additional cost of £35,000, C~nd for 
thC~t there would be a direct steam com
municC~tion with England. The company were 
to have permission to use the harbours and ports 
of Queensland without paying the regular dues, 
and it mig·ht be true that that would reprf,sent a 
sum of £3,000 in the cmu·se of "yeM. H should, 
however, be remembered that if the steamers did 
not come to the Queensland ports the harbour 
dues to thC~t amount would not be paid, so that 
practically the colony did not lose the amount 
if the agreement was mC~de. The question, 
then, whether the terms upon which the contract 
was offered were moderate or not could best be 
C~scertC~ined by referring to whe~t they hnd been 
paying for similar services and the terms offered 
by other companies. The distance from Singa
pore to Brisbane WCIS 4,000 odd miles, and from 
Sing·stpore to London 8,300. Speaking in round 
numbers, therefore, from BrisbC~ne to SingC~pore 
was one-third of the distance. 'rhe colony had 
been paying £20,000 for Cl service from Bingapore 
to Brisbane, which service clirl not stop at Bris
bane-a very n1aterial circu1nstance in consider
ing the new contract-but went on to Sydney. At 
the ""ne rC~te they would be paying £60,000 a-year 
to continue the service to London. In view of the 
expimtion of the present contract, the :K and A. 
Company were invited to "end in tenders for a 
mail service, C~nd what were their prices? For a 
nine-knot service from SingnporetoBrisbC~newith 
the right to go on to Sydney they askecl£32, 000, for 
a ten-knot service £40,000, and for a ten and a-half 
knot service £50,000 a-yeC~r. TC~king the nine
knot service, which was the snme as the proposed 
mnil contract, and multiplying thC~t by three to 
nllow for the distance between Brisbmre and 
J<:ngland, the serTice from London to Brisbane, 
if charged at the same mte as that asked 
by the K and A. Company, would be £06,000 
Cl-year. He might sC~y he had not heard" single 
itSSertion out of doors, from pmctical men who 
understood the subject, thC~t the subsidy of 
£f>5,000 C~-yenr nsked for a direct steam service 
between Brisbane C~nd London was not a very 
moderate one indeed, and he believed it WC~s one 
they could only hnve obtained from a company 
already e:;tablished, or connected with an estC~b
lishecl company, C~ncl which was prepm·ed to 
exvencl smne of its earnings fron1 other serYices 
on the new undertC~king. He did not believe 
that the colony could have got " new 
cnm]J>~ny, nnconnected with any other service, 
to titke such a contmct C~s was now before 
them for anything· like £55,000 it-year. He 
h"cl heard it argued that as there was " pro
vision in the proposed contract to the effect that 
a bonus of £50 per day was to be paid to the 
company in the event of the steC~mer an;iving 
before contract time, the company would put on 
fast steamers so as to take advantage of that 
provision whereby they would Parn many thou
sands a-year-he had heard people talking about 
their making- £30,000 a-yeC~r extra. He thought 
he should be able to show that there was no 
reason in thC~t argument. The difference in the 
time of arrival between an eleven-knot service 
and a nine-knot service between Brisbane and Sin
gapore would be only three days in favour of the 
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faster service. There would be thirteen trips each 
way in the course of a year, and the company would 
receive b'muses on the inward and outward voy
ages. Suppose they ran eleven knots cOJmtantly:__ 
making no ttllowance for accidents-they would 
get a bonus of £150 for each trip, or £3,900 in 
the year. The que'ltion which naturally sug
gested itself, then, was-what would be the extra 
cost which would be entailed on the company by 
the increase of speed? The steamers of the 
1<.:. and A. Company had on many occasions come 
to Brisbane in advance of the contract time, and 
the company endeavoured to get an increased 
subsidy from the Government to run a ten-knot 
service. On the refusttl of the Government to 
increase the subsidy, instructions were given to 
the officers of the company that they were not to 
anticipate the contract time-it was a well-known 
fact that they received absolute orders not to 
exceed a speed of nine knots. Of course there 
was a reason for that, and the reason which 
struck him was that the extra cost for coal 
and working expenses of the higher-speed service 
was greater than the amount that they would 
receive as bonus - £50 per day. The tender 
sent in of the K and A. Company-namely, 
for a nine-knot service, £32,000: a ten-knot ser
vice, £40,000 ; and a ten and a-half knot service, 
£50,000-were alternative tenders-the Govern
ment could have accepted any one of them. The 
increase frmn a nine to a ten knot service was 
£8,000, but from nine to a ten and a-half knot 
service the increas~ wn,s £18,000, and no doubt 
the difference in the amounts wtts made because 
of the increased expenditure which the higher
speed service would involve. Thus, according to 
the calculations of the company, it would cost 
them £18,000 more to run a ten and a· hnlf knot 
service than it would cost to run a nine-knot ; 
wherea5, if they ran eleven knots from Singapore 
to Brisbane, they would receive only £3,900 in 
bonuses. The same ttrguments would apply if 
the service were extended to London. }from a 
comparison of the tenders which were sent in 
by the E. and A. Company he thought it abso
lutely certain that a bonus of £50 a-day would 
not be equal to the amount which the increttsed 
speed would cost the company. He took it that 
the extra expenditure which would be imposed 
on the colony by the adoption of the proposed 
contract would be £35,000 a year, and for that 
they would have direct steam communication 
with England. His opinion was that, for the 
advantages which would be derived by the 
colony, the payment of £55,000 a-year for the 
proposed service was very moderate indeed. The 
question then arose-whether they could afford it? 
Presently he should advance some argument to 
show that they could not afford to do without it. 
In his opinion the service was an important one, 
and it was likely to return so much, that it 
would be to the loss of the colony if they did 
without it. According to the Estimates-in-Chief 
this yenr's nnticipated expenditure, exclusive of 
interest on the debts of the colony, was set down 
at £1,133,131; and if it were necessary to reduce 
the expenditure by £35,000. so as to bring it 
within the income, it would be much better to 
dispense with other servic~s than the mail service, 
which would bring them in direct steam communi
cation with England. As far as he was concerned, he 
was perfectly prepared to save £35,000 in other 
directions rather th"n that the proposed contract 
should not be completed. The time which would 
be occupied by the steamers under the new con
tmct-the mails being transferred from the P. 
nnd 0. Company's boats at Singapore-would be 
forty-six days twenty-one hours, or two clays less 
than the time which Wt'LS occupied during last 
year. That saving of time would be effected 
through the arrangements which lmd heen made 
for the transmission of mails ·vict l3rindisi. As 

there had been no serious complaint during the 
last twelve months respecting the forty -nine days' 
service ~·in Torres Straits, he could see no prospect 
of any serious grievance arising under the new 
contract. It must also be remembered that 
Brisbane was the most southerly port of the 
colony, and that, although Brisbane would lose 
two or three dnys ns compared with the service 
viS, Galle and Melbourne, the northern ports 
would gain that time. The northern ports 
commanded the largest area, and there was a 
considerable population which would be bene
fited by the proposed new service. He should 
now point out some of the commercial advan
tages which would be likely to arise by the 
adoption of the new line. He must confess 
that he was surprised-and more surprised than 
at anything-on hearing it argued that by the 
adoption of the proposed contract they would 
be creating n, monopoly. At the present time 
there existed in connection with the coast
ing trade a monopoly of the most grinding 
nature. It had been said that probably the 
Orient Company might send their steamers here, 
and he believed the Sydney agents of the com
pany had held that prospect out as a bait 
whereby to defeat the contract under considera
tion. It hnppened that an arrangement had 
been entered into between the Orient and the 
A. S. N. Companies, under which all goods for 
Brisbane sent by the Orient steamers were to 
be transhipped to Brisbane by the A. S. N. 
Company's steamers. As showing how im
porters here were handicapped through the 
colony not having an independent service, he 
would read an extmct from a letter which he 
had received from Mr. K. Tooth, the Mayor of 
Maryborough. Mr. Tooth said-

" Per Orient line my firm imported two parcels of 
goods. J?irst-Orient Company charged £14 17s.; 
A.S.X. Company charged £32 14s. to bring the goods 
front Sydne.Y here. Second-Orient Company charged 
£69, and A.S.N. Company £157 to bring thcn1 on." 

Since he had received the letter containing that 
statement he had gained information which was 
still more startling. He happened to mention 
the statements contained in 1\'lr. Tooth's letter to 
one of the agents of the A.S.N. Company in the 
North. The agent remarked thnt the perwn re
ceiving the goods was entirely to blame, as if 
he had entered into a contract with the A.S.N. 
Company for three years he would have had 
his goods carried at half the price charged. 
The agent further explained that the importer 
in qnestion usually sent his goods by the Mel
bourne Steamship Company's boats, and therefore 
he had to pay ordinary rates. The circumstances 
pointed, to his mind, to an attempt to re-establish 
a monopoly of the coasting trade of the colony by 
the A.S.N. Company. They all knew that the 
A.S.N. Company were determined, if possible, 
to run the Melbourne Steamship Company out 
of the tmde. The latter company's vessels 
tra<led with only a few ports north of Brisbane, 
but they did a considerable deal of good in keep
ing down freights. Ko doubt, if the A.S.N. 
Company succeeded in running the JVIelbourne 
Steamship Company off the line they would 
raise the nttes all round, and people would have to 
pay double what they paid at present. Long be
fore the new contract was spoken of-before the 
session commenced-his attention was cttlled to 
the serious effect which the unfair practices and 
unfair management of the A.S.N. Company 
were having on the consting trade of the colony. 
It was represented to him that the directors of 
thnt company were not only carrying goods to 
northern ports from Sydney at lower rates than 
they charged for goods sent from Brisbane, but 
that :Messrs. John Fraser and Company, of 
Sydney, who had considerable interest in the 
compml}', throug·h their ttgent in Townsville 
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arranged with storekeepers and others cle"'ling 
with thmn guaranteeing that good~ purcha:.;cd by 
them should be carried by the A.S.N. Com
pnny's boats, at special mtes. VVhen he henrd 
these statements, it struck him tlmt it w"'s 
extremely desirable that the truth should be 
aHcertained, because if it \Vere true, the coasting 
trade was being subjected to influences which 
were not for the good of the colony. He spoke 
tu several members of the Hmme about the lll[l,t
ter, and expressed "'wish that "' Parliamentary 
Committee should be appointed to inquire into 
the state of the coasting· tra<le. He endeavoured 
to get the subject tnken up by wrne hon. mem
ber having sufficient influence in the House 
to carTy a motion of the kind. He spoke to 
the hon. member for Ipswich (M·r. Tholllpson), 
but that hon. member did not see hi,; vmy clear 
to take the matter up. There was another way 
in which the management of the A.S.N. Com
pany affected the colony. Several hon. mem
bers, particularly upon the Opposition side of 
the House, had, during the present ses,ion, 
spoken largely about agricultural produce being 
imported which ought to he produced in the 
colony. A gTeat deal of produce, such ns flour, 
was no doubt consumed in the South, but "very 
large amount of other agricultural produce was 
imported at the northern ports from Sydney. 
He was nssured by a produce dealer in Brisbane 
that, if he got a small order from the ~ orth for 
chaff or some other produce, it would prohahly 
he shut out for two or three weeks. \Vhilst 
the farmers' produce was unsaleable at the 
railway sale-yards here, they were cut off from 
those "who ought to he their natuml customers 
in the North, and Sydney produce went there 
instead of theirs. There was not the slightest 
doubt that the manngement of the A.tl.N. 
Company was doing great injury to the farm
ing industry in the South, and ahm injuring 
the consumers in the North. l:nder existing 
arrangements, if the Orient Company were to <lo 
the whole of the carriage from Sydney to .Eng
land, and the A.S.N. Company were to mono
polise the trade between Queensland and Sydney, 
it appeared to him th"'t the trade of Queensland 
would be perfectly extinguished, as far as any 
profit to be derived by Queensland was concerned. 
It would be entirely in the hands of absentees. 
He had been informed since the nmtter had been 
before the House that instructions had been re
ceived by Brisbane merchants who had been in 
the habit of shipping wool direct to Engbnd, to 
ship a large quantity to Sydney for convey
ance by the Orient line by agreement ; the con
sequence of that would be that the quantity of 
wool shipped from Brisbane or any other port of 
Queensland this year would be small compared 
with the quantity shipped last year or the 
year before. He thought it was scarcely worth 
while to proceed to prove his argument that 
it would not he for the interest of the colony 
that its exports should he in the hands of 
absentees, for that was what it came to. 'l'hey 
had a great number of absentees connected with 
the colony. A very large quantity of land was 
held as runs by absentee squatters ; a lnrge 
quantity of the hest lands of the colony were 
held in fee-simple by nbsentee proprietors ; con
siderable interest in our banks was held by 
absentee shareholders ; and if the principle 
business of the colony was to be done by 
absentee merchants residing in Sydney, he 
failed to see how Queensland was to succeed 
in accumulating the capital which was re
quired to carry on the improvements of the 
country. One argument he had heard against 
the proposed contract was, that the day of su!J
sidies had gone by-that the Orient Company 
were trading to Sydney without a subsidy, and 
was likely to continue to do so. As far as they 

knew, that was the only large steamship com
}lLtny running with regnhtri!y such a distance 
without receiving a snbsirly; an<l he 1nust 
confe,;s tlmt he was doubtfr1l whether it would 
continue to do so very long. It n1ight or 
it might not; they couhl not be cN·tnin 
until it was proved by G'ijlerience. But if 
it was possible to h;wc a line of stemnshirm 
running \Vithout a ~·mhRicly, in the way that the 
Orient line was running, it could only lJC to a 
port like Sydney when' there was a large trade 
concentrated, hecan:;e it was es~;ential that large 
veM~eb runniug withont a HHbsidy should not be 
deb.1·ed in loatling or unlmvling- thnt they 
should l>e able to unload and load rruickly, nnd 
-ail as soon as pos.sible after ~trrival in port. If 
large steamer·s snch as those of the Orient line 
had to lie in i\Ioreton Bay or Keppel Bay in the 
smne wa,y as YeKHels no\v t le~ patched front those 
ports had to be for weeks loa< ling and unloading, 
it would he impos,;ihle to make it pay. It was 
only at a port where a very lnrge trade was 
concentrated that such :t thing could be possible. 
It might be 11ossible in Sydney ; and certainly it 
would he more possible there if the whole of the 
(~ueensland tmcle wits concentrated there. But 
in a colony like queenslnml, with small ports, 
where veseels could not come in and ol1tain 
quick dm;patch with fnll cargo, it wm; evident 
that they could never expect a line of steamers 
to he establi><hed which woultl carry on such a 
trn,rle as the Orient Company did with Sydney 
without n, s1!l"idy ; an cl if they said that he
cnuse the Orient Company traded to Syd
ney without a subsidy they should give none 
to ve~:sehi trading to ({neen~land, it would be 
equivalent to saying they should never h;we a 
line of Htearuen; running direct frmu Queensland 
to .Engbnd, because he did not lJelieve they 
coulcl po,;,;ihly get one without a subsi,ly. A 
great a1nount of feeling in oppo~ition to this con
tract hacl been excited on the ground that it 
would be of especial assisbnce to the pnstoral 
tenant, by enabling him to send home frozen 
me"'t. 

An HoNOURABLE 1YI1mmm: No. 
1\Jr. KIKG said that was nn argument lmmght 

against it. He did not know that he was any 
more in favour of the pastoral interest than a 
great many other members of the House; but 
he did not believe in "cutting off his nose to 
spite his face." As long as the pastoral lessees 
were in possession of the laml they held, he con
sidererl thn,t it was better for the colony that 
they should make as much out of it as possil1le. 
The o hj ect of those who were opposed to them 
should not be to leave them in possession and 
prevent them from making anything out of their 
holdings; hut to take the land from them and 
turn it to better account. \Vhat would be the 
result to other classes in the colony than squatters 
if the export of frozen ment should take place 
from Sydney nnclnot from Queenslnnd? He was 
supposing that there was a large export of frozen 
meat from Australia. Of course the frozen meat 
btminess had not yet been absolutely proved to 
be a success, but he had no doubt that the 
success of the shipment by the "Strathleven" 
had a great deal to do with the formation of the 
company which now offered to take this contr>wt, 
because it held out expectations to the con
tractors that they would be able to g·et cargo at 
Queensland ports. If there had been no pro
bability of their ships getting full cargo at those 
ports without delay, he did not believe that the 
contract would have been made for £fi5,000 
a-year, because he was informed, and believed, 
that that amount was only about one-fourth of the 
cost of the service, and the contractors must, 
therefore, look to getting a large revenue from 
Honw other ~ource. N o\v knowing, aH he did, 
the quantity of produce they were able to ex-
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port from Queensland at the present time, and 
the manner in which it came down to port, he 
was perfectly well aware that large steamers, 
such as would be reqnired iu the service, could 
not calculate upon getting full cargo without de~ 
lay unless there \\as some such establishment as 
that for the export of frozen meat to fall hack 
on. But, supposing that this frozen meat idea 
should turn out all right, if this contract were 
not made there would simply be an export trade 
from Sydney; Qneensland cattle would be driven 
clown to Sydney. They could be rlriven rlown 
there at, he supposed, about a-pound per head. 

An HO!-;OGRABLE :i'.IEii!BER : Ten shillings. 

Mr. KING said that 10s. per head would be so 
much lost to Queensland; but, on the other hand, 
if they had the industry established in the colony 
all the work would be clone in it. They would have 
a great many men employed slaughtering cattle, 
attending the different establishments where meat 
would have to be kept frozen, and in shipping· and 
unshipping it. He woulcl ask anybody which 
would be best for the working man of Queensland
to have all that work done in the colony, or to 
have it clone outside? There was not a doubt on 
his mind that if they were al1le to export the 
large quantity of meat which had been talked 
about-something like 200,000 beasts a-year
it would employ a considerable population. 
At ttll events, it would be better for them 
that they should have a considerable or in
considerable population employed in that way 
than that they .shouhl be employed in Sydney; 
and, therefore, he said it was highly desirable, 
if they were to have an export tracie of frozen 
meat, that it should l1e carried from Queom;
land ports rather than New South \Vales ports; 
and for that rrason he 'va~ in fa,vour of accepting 
the contract now before the House. He had men
tioned that a g·ood deal had been said out of 
doors about this contract being in the interest of 
the sq1mtters, but although he must confess that 
should the export of frozen meat prove a succe'~ 
those who would in the first place derive most 
benefit from it would he those who held the 
;;-reatest number of cattle, still he maintained 
that it was far more important that selectors and 
other small owners of cattle should get good 
prices for their stock than large owners. There 
were plenty of large owners in the colony who 
were not making anything like the profits they 
made when cattle were £(j and £7 a head, but 
yet their rents were so low that they conlrl afford to 
live on prices which would starve out selectors; 
and, as a matter of fact, he knew a great many 
selectors in the coast districts who had taken up 
land during the la.st five or six years for cattle
snmll g-razing farms, in fact-and they had been 
obliged to sell, and the property passed into the 
hands of large men. By keeping down the price 
of cattle at a low rate they played into the 
lutnds of men whose capibl was so large that 
they could be 'atisfied with a small return, 
enabled them to increase their property and to 
make a large profit out of it [tt some future time 
when a rise in prices took place. The view taken 
hy the Liberal party, when he was a member of 
it some years ago, was that stagnation was the 
very thing of all others that suited that section 
of the squatting party supposed to be in fcwour 
of land monopoly. As long as there was stagna
tion, as long as people did not come to the colony, 
and there was no money in circulation, the squat
ters would hold the land as long as they liked ; 
if they chose to buy there was no one to com
pete with them. The only thing that savecl 
Australia from being monopolised in thttt way 
was the discovery of gold, which hrought thou
s,mds of men nml a good deal of money into the 
colonies, and other chtc';es were able to compete 
with the squatters for the purchttse of land. He 

therefore said that if the colony was to retro· 
grade-and he regretted very much that it had 
the appettrance of retrograding, for although 
they had had a favourable season during the last 
year, yet the prospects of the trade of the colony 
did not look as prosperous as they ought to-he 
.said if anything in the world could facilitate 
the monopolisation of land in Queensland by the 
pastoral tenants of the Crown, it would be the 
creation of such a state of stagnation and retro
gression as would prevent all other classes from 
competing with them, as would not attract popu
lation, but would probably lead to population 
leaving the colony, as they had been doing during 
last year, and he believed were doing at the 
present moment. On the other hand, he be
lieved there was nothing which could be con
sidered more hostile to a monopoly of the 
landc; of the colony than such a policy of 
progress as \voulcl, by bringing in population, 
by creating business and circulating» money, 
raise up a number of other interests competing 
with the pastoral interest for the purchase of 
land; and for that reason he supported the ac
ceptance of this contract, involving as he believed 
it would, a great trade both foreign and coast
ing, their deliverance from a monopoly which 
was likely to press very hanl upon them, and 
the bringing then1 into closer and n1ore intin1ate 
relation with Englbh capitalists. He believed 
it was <'alculated to do the very opposite of 
fostering a monopoly. 

11r. THOMPSON said he rose at great dis
ttclvantage after the able way in which the sub
ject had been treated by the last speaker. He 
had, however, a few words to say on the subject. 
He had not concealed his hostility to the project, 
and he clid not intend to do so on this occasion. 
Before going into the general fllle,'-ition he wished 
to refer to the mention that had been made by 
the hon. the Speaker as to his having askerl him 
(::\h. Thompson) to move for a committee of in
quiry into their coasting trade. That statement 
was quite correct, but he (Mr. Thompson) did 
not feel at liberty to take the matter in hand. 
It was many many years since they first began 
grumbling about the A.S.N. Company. At first 
he could not see the force of the objection. He 
thought they were very much indebted to the 
A.S.N. Colllpany for sending their ships here 
and giving them the arlvantage of the con
venience thus afforded. That the company made 
money out of it was their business, but the 
colonists had no more reason to be obliged to 
them than to any other company that came here 
and helped to carry on the trade of the colony. 
On the other hand, they had no right to take a 
hostile attitude towards that compctny and 
say they should do things cheaper or in a 
certain way. The business of that company 
was guided by commercial rrinciples, and they 
had no rig·ht to consider whether the company 
made money out of it or established a monopoly 
or not. They might as well object to a Queen
street merchant establishing a monopoly. If the 
enterprise of the company and their money 
enabled them to command a certain amount of 
trade, that was their business and not the busi
ness of the public ; and he therefore said stress 
should be laid upon the argument about the 
monopoly of the A.S.N. Company. At the same 
time he might say that he had not the slightest 
fear of any monopoly being established by that 
company. Facts had proved that the Mel. 
bomne Shipping Company had been able to 
compete with them in their own field. He 
could never understand the objection there 
was to the A.S.N. Company. At one time the 
colony went so far as to build a steamer to oppose 
them, and at another they interfered with the 
class of lahour which the company employed. 
It was not, however, public bminess or public 
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policy to interfere in matters of that sort. He 
conceived that if a service was proposed which 
would give greater facilities than were offerer! by 
that company it mig·ht be 11 very g·oocl thing 
indeed ; but his objection was to mch a 
question as that of a proposed new mail ser
vice being n1ade on the pre,,eut occ~sion a 
party r1uestion. The Government, he con
tended, had no right to take such a posi
tion as regarderl the JH·oposed service. On 
questions of public policy which had agitated 
the puLlic miml outsi<le, a party might be 
returned to advocate a cerbin policy, and might 
be expected to adhere to that policy and to put 
<lown their foot if any opposition was offered; 
but in the present instance the matter was made 
a po,rty question before it received any opposi
tion. The proposecl contmct was not admitted 
to be a goocl lJO}icy for the CalTiag·e of lettert\, a:-;, 
if they looked upon it as a postal service, the 
only gmtification there would be attached to it 
would be in 8>tying tlmt they ho,d a po,;tal service 
of their own, and th>tt they had their letters 
carried at a greater cost than they could otherwise 
ha,ve then1. If the new service w::_ts not good as a 
postal service what w::t.B it good for-,vas it good 
for nn innnigra.tion 8erdce? It was well known 
wh>tt his opinions were with respect to that part 
of the question. He had always opposed the in
tro< luction of innnigra.nts at the vublic expense, 
and he remembered tht~t when he first enunciated 
the opinion that the? lmd no right to introrluce 
people to oppose the labour market, he was 
derider! and could get no one to o,gree with 
him. He was, however, glacl to find that the 
idea was gaining- ground tha.t if they had no 
right to protect loc«l manubcturers they had 
no right to hnport ~nunigntnts to oppose the local 
l:tbour market. He entirely denied the right 
of «nv Government to introrluce at the public 
expeu~se «ny lnbour to compete with labour 
already in the colony. He mentioned that 
merely to show one of the grounds on which he 
did not view the proposed service as one of 
pulJlic policy. \Vhat, he would ask, were the 
g·rounds on which it was put forwo,rd? They 
were, that they should have a direct mail service, 
an hnproved irnmigration service, and bave their 
goods carried direct. The hon. member for 
Maryborough (:Mr. King) said that if the service 
was not adopted the result would be tho,t all 
their goods would be cnrried by absentee ship
owners; hut what of that? 

::\fr. KING: If the hem. member will allow 
me to explain : what 1 mid was o,bsentee mer
chants, not ab:.;entee ship(nvnerf-1. 

:Mr. THOMPSOX sairl he thought the hon. 
lne1nber'H argu1nent took a 'vi<ler scope, and that 
he referred to al1scntee shipowners, and not only 
to merchants. JJut he could not see what objec
tion there should be to having their business 
done by o,bscntee merchants. It was sai<l that 
the sole object the Government had in view was 
to lmve it clone better than it was now; but he 
(Mr. Thompson) di<l not think that object would 
be atto,ined by the propose<! service, «ne! that 
they might get it done much cheaper otherwise. 
He would now nsk hem. members to look at 
the question from the lig·ht of the J<'inancial 
Statement, and to formulate the policy of 
the Premier by that Statement. The policy 
of the Premier, ns enunciate<! by that State
lnent, wa.R one of rest and caution at the pre
sent time, aml he (Mr. 'l'hornpson) 'luite agreed 
with that policy-it was one reason why 
he did not oppose the financial policy of the 
Government. He believed the present was 
not the time to pnt arl<litional taxation on any 
chss, and therefore he agreed with the policy 
embodied in the ]<'inancial Statement. But to 
<;:arry out that policy in its entirety, the hon, 
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member must not enter into any doubtful specu
lo,tion which was likely to become a burden on 
the people : yet this proposed mail service was 
a speculation. It was admitted that it was not 
wanted as a postal line, whilst, as to its advan
tages as a business line, he considered that was a 
matter with which the country had nothing to do. 
It had been said tho,t the frozen-meat enterprise 
would be promoted by it, and if he had been 
asked to give £50,000 to promote that industry, 
he should have said yes; but to hind themselves 
down to a contract for eight years for such a 
purpose was another .thing altogether. Then, 
again, it had been stated tho,t the proposed con
trnctors were a syndico,te-a lot of men who pro
posed by selling the contract to another company 
to make a profit out of it ; and the Premier had 
told them that if that was the case it had no
thing to do with them, but he (Mr. Thompson) 
considered that they had no right to go into a 
matter for the purpose of giving a company 
an opportunity of making money out of the 
colony. But he would look at the matter from 
another o,nd not a pleaso,nt point of view, 
and that wo,s the present position of the 
Government. He would take it for granted 
that every member of the Government was 
totally blameless in the matter of Mr, Hem
mant's petition, whether there was anything· to 
be proved or not; hut it was impossible for hon. 
members to conceo,l from themselves that the 
Government had acknowledged by their own 
action tho,t there was a case for inquiry in 
allc>wing a committee to he appointed. As he 
had said before, it did not matter to him 
whether there was anything to he proved or 
not, but he contended that the very existence of 
that committee rendered it undesirable that the 
Government should go into matters of such an 
extraordinary nature as this proposed mail ser
vice. 'rhe theory of all constitutional govern
ment was tho,t it represented the public outside, 
and it was therefore the duty of the Govern
ment, [tnd they would always find it to their 
advo,ntage, to see that their measures accorded 
with public opinion. In the present instance 
there could be no doubt whatever that public 
opinion \Val'\ against this mail service. 

An HONO"GRABLE MEMBER : That is the opinion 
of Brisbane. 

Mr. THOMPSON said there could be no 
doubt whatever a• to the correctness of what he 
had said. He was told that it was only the 
opinion of Brisbane : if so, it was the opinion of 
the commercial centre of the colony, and that 
was a strong argument in favour of what he had 
said; but he believed that public opinion gene
mlly was against the proposed contract. It had 
been laid down [ts an axiom by a great states
man that it was useless for any Government to 
nttempt to carry on against public opinion, and 
he (Mr. Thompson) believed that was invariably 
the case. Supposing the question before them 
was of vito,l importance and essential to the 
well-being and good of the colony, then the 
Government might he right in saying that it 
must be carried now, as they had no time to 
appeal to the public; but they had not put it 
before the public on any such ground as tho,t, 
They had admitted that the proposed service 
was not a very good postal service, and that it 
nlight not be a very g-ood i1nmigration service, 
but tho,t they believed it would he a good busi
ness service ; but what rig·ht, he would ask, had 
any Government to step outside their province 
and attempt to divert the course of trade by 
going into an entirely new line of business ? 
Reverting, again, to the question of the position 
of the Government in reference to the extra
ordinary committee now sitting, it had sprung 
up to be a constitutional rule, in these cola. 
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nies especially, and he thought it must have 
arisen in the Imperial Parliament, that whilst 
a question of want of confidence in a Gov
ernment \Vas pending, no iinportant business 
should be clone. He did not pretend to say 
that any vote of want of confidence in the 
Government was pending, but they had them
selves admitted that the inf[uiry now being 
made into charges against them should be made, 
and therefore he contended that they had no 
right to go into anything such as was proposed 
by this mail contract. He thoroughly admitted 
that the Government had a majority at their 
back, and that they had power to carry the con
tract through if there was not any stonewalling, 
and that they could get a vote of confidence in 
them passed to-morrow if they chose-in fact, 
the very circumstance of their having treated 
the question as a party C[Uestion, and having so 
many followers at their back, showed that they 
had confidence in being able to carry it. He 
admitted all that. [The House adjourned for 
tea.] By sending their letters vid San Fran
cisco and Melbourne they could get them car
ried for a mere trifle-so much for the letters, 
or weight, as the case might be. His object 
was to show that they could get them carried 
for a trifle. They found from the Postmaster
General's report that for letters sent vid San 
Francisco, last year, the colony paid £1,124 
1s. 4d.; and for letters sent 1·i<t Melbourne, 
£1,601 Os. 1d. He admitted, of course, that 
if the correspondence via Torres Straits ceased, 
the amount would be increased, but it was not a 
considerable item, and it would be a tremendous 
saving to the colony if they adopted those two 
routes. They now paid for the Tcn·res Straits mail 
a considerable sum. It might be said, for the sake 
of argument, that the proposed contract should not 
be set down as an additional burden on the colony 
to the amount that it represents, but only the 
difference between it and the present Torres 
Straits service. But, as he had said before, and as 
the Premier had repeatedly told them, this was a 
period of "rest and caution." If they could save 
£20,000 a-year, more or less, why should they 
not do it? There would be so much towards th.e 
deficit. He had not intended speaking at. such 
length when he rose, but interruptions and one 
thing and another had led him to make a more 
discursive speech than he intended. He should 
like more to have formulated what he had 
to say in the shape of short propositions. In the 
first place, he objected to this contract because 
it was in opposition to the present financial policy 
of the Government-that policy of "rest and 
caution." He objected to it because it was not 
necessary as a postal service, because they could 
get their letters carried in a much better way, 
and for a mere trifle. He did not approve of it 
as an immigration service, because they had no 
right to expend public money in bringing com
petitors for the labouring classes of the colony. 
He conceived that in the present p(mition of 
the colony the Government had no right to 
depart from the ordinary duties of Government 
to try and direct the course of trade-to bring 
trade which should be e~ entially free into the 
channel which they desired. Ag-ain, he took ex
ception to the position of the Government, not 
that he for a moment implied that there was 
anything wrong with any member of the Go
vernment, but that they had themselve,; con
sented to a committee of inquiry into certain 
matters which were agitating the public mind. 
It was quite useless to say that these matters 
were not agitating the public mind. 'rhere wr~s 
no use shutting their eyes to that fr~ct. He 
should like to shut his eyes to it, but 
it was quite useless, and they must view 
these things in the light of present circum
stances. It \Va.R no USA fancying there waf.i no-

thing. There was something, and, whether the 
public were justified in thinking so or not, there 
was a strong spirit abroad which would only be 
allayed when those inquiries were at an end. 
That he did not sympathise with them was 
nothing- to the argument. :B'or the purposes of 
the argument he thoroughly admitted that the 
Government as to ability, integrity, and in every 
way might be perfectly clear ; still, the very f>wt 
that the matter was open to inquiry, and open 
·with their consent, was a Rtrong argtnnent, by 
analogy, against their entering into n.nything new 
outside the ordinary functions of Government. 
He sr~icl, by analogy, because it had been admitted 
in the colonies that when anything like a vote of 
want of confidence was pending, or even talkecl 
about, there should be as little business done as 
possible. He admitted that the Government 
had an overwhelming majority, and that the 
rule, if it were a rule, that therefore nothing· 
should be clone unless they had the confidence of 
the country, should not apply. He thoroughly 
admitted that; but there was an analogy be
tween their position and the position of a Govern
ment when a vote of want of confidence was 
pending; it was si m ply an analog·y-he would cr~rry 
it no further. He repeated that he did not appre
hend his speech might have any great effect 
either on the Government or anybody else, but 
it was a matter for them to take into sel'ious con
sideration whether, taking all those matters 
together, it would n.ot be a wise thing, seeing 
that they could go on without that service, to 
let it go by for the present. Let them go on 
with the ordinary business, of which they had 
plenty to attend to, and let the matter of a 
mail service, which was not a post1tl service only, 
go, and see whether they could do without it 
entirely without detriment to the public service. 
The Government should be willing to let it go for 
a time-but that, unfortunately, they had made it 
almost impossible to do by making it a party 
question. He repeated, they had no right to make 
it a party question. In the first place, the subject 
should not be one for party warfare at all; in the 
second place, nothing- should be made the subject 
of party warfare until it was fully known that 
there was to be a party opposition to it. The 
effect of making it a party question was to shut 
out all controversy. To bring- forward a matter, 
and say that it was admittedly a party f[Ues
tion, and then invite controversy, was an 
inconsistent thing, although he knew it was 
often done. As to his personal feeling,; on 
the matter, they were, probably, little to the 
House ; but he did uot disguise that it had 
cost him an effort to make that speech. 
It possibly came badly from him, . as an inde
pendent member, to make what rmg·ht be con
sidered a rather severe speech ; but somebody 
had to say what he sr~id, and, therefore, if he 
thought it, it wa.s quite right to say it. Dis
agreeable things must be clone smnetimes, and it 
was a disagreeable thing· to suppose for one mo
ment that one's friends might possiblv come out 
of an inquiry with some damage. He said he 
did not believe in that for one moment, and he 
guarded himself again from its being supposed 
that he did. 

The COLONIAL SECRETATIY said he rose 
with consiclera]Jle diffidence to answer the speech 
of the hon. member for Ipswich. He di<l so 
the more on this account, that for many years 
past the hon. member and himself had acted 
together in the House; but if it mml<l in any 
·way absolve the hon. 1nen1ber's con8cience, he 
could assure him that he did not make a severe 
speech-on the contrary, it was the "·eakest speech 
he had ever heucl from that hon. gentleman, 
and he thought that before he sat down he would 
be able to convince the Committee that it was 
anything lmt :1 severe speec.h -in fact, there 
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was nothing in it except a little by way 
of implication, which he (Mr. Palmer) disliked 
exceedingly, rnore especially :1s cmning from [Lll 

hon. gentleman who tol<l them that he did not 
believe in those implications. The first part of 
the hon. gentleman's speech was devoted to a 
defence of the ~\.8.:!'\. Company. As far as he 
(Mr. Palmer) could understand him, he informed 
them that they had a perfect right to establish a 
monopoly of trade upon the ttueensland coast. 
He (~lr. PnJmer) agree<! with this, and said the 
company hac\ a perfect right to do w if they 
could; but if the peovle of Queensland allowed 
them to do so when they hacbnopportnnityofpre
venting them, they were greater fool~ than he took 
them to be. As a private trading company they 
had a perfect right to do the best for themselves ; 
but if the people am! Government of (lueenslaml 
allowed the A.S.N. Company, through a short
sighted policy, to estalllish a monoply, to estab
lish a differential rate of freight-ad he had been 
informed in one of the best speeches he had 
heard this session, or for a considerable time 
before, from the hon. member for :Niary
borong·h, :\Ir. King·-if they allowed them to do 
that, they must he very shortsighted indee<l. 
It was not the establishment of a monopoly that 
was so objectionable, lmt the establishment of a 
differential rate of freights, hy means of which 
merchantB, 'hippers, and RCjuatters in Queens
land, dealing with particular houses in Sydney, 
who had great influence over the affairs of the 
A.S.K. Company, might be enabled to get their 
goods "'t lower fr·eights than were charged to the 
customers of other houses. That argument at 
least was entirely in favour of the establishment 
of a direct mail service. If hon. members would 
look at the Cjuestion in all its bearings, they 
wonltl agree with hin1 in thinking thu,t a con1-
pany of British shipowners who had to look for 
their profit solely to the freight returns of their 
ship,,, would he much more likely to establish a 
uniform rate of freight, bearing equally on all 
their customers, than a company backed up by a 
number of Sydney merchants, with whom the 
succe:;s of the A.S.N. Company was a secondary 
considen>tion to their own success in trade. The 
company who had no interest to look after 
beyond m::tking their ships pay would be more 
likely to deal fairly, truly, and honestly by the 
colony than a company such as he was sorry to 
say the A.S.:t\. Company had degenerated into. 
The second objection taken by the hon. member 
was that the Goyernment had no right to 
make this a party question ; but he contended 
they harl a perfect right to do so. Believ
ing as they did that this contract tended 
to promote the material interests of the whole 
of the colony, and that if rejected a similar chance 
would not be likely to ariRe for some years, the 
Government had a right to make a party ques
tion of this if they had of any subject under the 
Sll!l. \Vhat matter would the hon. member 
allow that the Government were entitled to 
mftke a pctrty qneRtion of, if not of this? Surely 
the interests of queensland were worthy of 
beiug made the subject of a 1mrty question, and 
if the Government felt they had a majority in 
the House at their hacks they were entitled to 
make it a part~· <juestion. To deny their right 
was absurd. The Parliament of the colony was 
not intendeU to be a n1ere n1nnicipal council, 
interesting itself in small questions of the clay, 
and allowing one of the largef.:it questions that 
had ever come before the House to be treated as 
a mere incidental matter which did not affect 
the interest of the colony as a whole. He had 
never been more astonished thctn he was by the 
tenom· of the hon. member's SlJeech. The hon. 
member for years belonged to a .Ministry whose 
leaclinl( principle it was to <Io equal justice 
to the whole of the colony : and yet on this 

occasion he treated an important matter as a 
question which merely concerned the interests 
of Brisbane and Ipswich. He never went a, 
foot beyond that, treating the matter from en
tirely a Brisbane point of view. Having be
long·ed to a par·ty which had claimed to repre•ent 
every part of the colony without distinction, it 
was really surprising to hear the hon. member 
now argue from such a point of view. The hon. 
member had also stated that the Premier in his 
speech did not treat the service as a mail service. 
That he (Mr. Palm er) denied. The Premier did 
not treat the service as being solely a mail service, 
and in that he was quite right. The hon. gentle
man admitted, as far as he could remember, that 
in regard to mails the southern portions of the 
colony might perhaps he served quicker by the 
P. and 0., Orient, or San Francisco services, 
as long as they htstecl. But it was well known
and several hon. members who had •poken had 
laid great stress on the fact-that the Orient 
Company were running their steamers without 
subsidy. Admitting that they were doing so at 
the present time, it must be patent to everyone 
who gave any thought to the subject, that they 
'vere only running the service as an experiment, 
and that if they found the service did not pay 
they would either withdraw altogether or bring 
such pressure to bear upon the home Government 
and the Governments of the Australian colonies 
as would enable them to demand a mail 
subsidy. The whole course of their proceed
ings had indicated such an intention. They 
had refused to carry letters, although they 
knew that under the existing laws they were 
obliged to carry them, simply in order to bring 
prominently before the public the fact that they 
were carrying out without subsidy, for merely 
the sea postage-and presumably at a consider
able loss to themselves-a mail service such as 
that for which other companies were being 
heavily subsidised. How long that would last 
no one could tell. The San Francisco service was 
at the present time heavily subsidised by the 
K ew South ·wales Government-it could only be 
called temporary, and no one could foretell how 
long it would last. As far as could be judged 
from the benefits resulting from the service, it 
appeared to be kept up now simply through a 
spirit of rivalry between :t\ew South \Vales and 
Victoria ; and there was no guarantee that it 
would be continued after the present contract 
expired. The hon. member advanced what 
could only be regarded as a very unsound argu
ment when he said that the Queensland mails 
could be carried ~·id Melbourne, simply for the 
ordinary postage ; because he entirely left 
out of consideration the fact that this colony 
would have to pay for bringing the letters 
by rail to Sydney, and for bringing them 
by A. S.N. Company's steamers to Brisbane. 
He al"o forgot to calculate the amount paid to 
the A.8.N. Company for carrying the mails up 
the coast-a very heavy item indeed. If the 
hon. member would take the trouble to add to 
the ocean postage the large amounts which the 
Governments of Victoria and 1\ew South Wales 
would he entitled to demand from the colony he 
would find that the total would be a considerably 
larger amount than he had calculated upon. It 
wa,t; not his intention, however, to go into figureR 
upon the subject. He had never attempted to 
r1ualify himself for the position of a Treasurer or 
a Postmaster-General, but taking the amounts in 
the gross it was clear to him that et very large 
sum for the cost of carrying mails to the North 
would have to be added to the hon. member's 
estimate ; and he presnmed it would be admitted 
that the people of the northern parts of the 
colony had as much right to get their mails 
quickly and regularly as those of the southern 
parts. \Vith regard to the hon. member's re-
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marks about immigration-which were a good 
many years old-he would like to :ctsk the oppo
nents of immigration what the Australian colo
nies would have been without immigration? It 
would make one almo"t shudder tu think of 
it. He maintained that a country without in
habitants might as well be a desolate island; and 
that had it noo been for the system of immigra
tion the colonies would probably now not h:we 
the tenth of their present population. He could 
hardly imagine that in this nineteenth century 
an inhabitant of such a colony as this could 
seriously object to immigration. The system 
might be abused and overdone-it had been very 
considerably overdone during the recollection 
of hon. members-but without a system of im
migration, judiciously carried out, the colony was 
never likely to be of any account in the world. 
The distance from the mother-country was such 
that it was almost impossible for one of the most 
desirable classes of immigrants to pay their own 
passages, and therefore it was absolutely neces
sary to the existence and prosperity of the colony 
that a system of immigration judiciously con
ducted should be carried on. The hon. member 
next went on to ask : vVhat did it matter to us 
whether Sydney merchants or London merchants 
supplied us with the goods we required ? He 
(Mr. Palmer) considered it was a matter of 
very considerable moment. Goods direct from 
London merchants were obtained, or were sup
posed to be obtained, at first cost; but if ob
tained from Sydney merchants a certain per cent
age, more or less, must naturally be added to their 
English cost. The hon. member for Maryborough 
(Mr. King) showed very conclusively that 
under the present system ltneensland merchants 
were likely to pay a very much increased subsidy, 
not only in advance on the first cost of tl1e 
articles, but also in increased rates of freight. 
The figures quoted by that hon. member showed 
that the cost of bringing goods from Sydney to 
Maryborough had been double that of bringing 
them from London to Sydney. But even :Mary
borough was not the capital of the colony, and the 
ports north of that city deserved also to be con
sidered. With such a service as that under 
consideration Queensland importers would get 
their goods at first cost, and at direct freight 
rates-a matter of very considerable import
ance to the merchants of Brisbane, as well 
as those of the rest of the colony. In nearly all 
the speeches made, and especially those from the 
Opposition side, the northern districts had been 
completely thrown overboard-not "' word had 
been said on their behalf, and a great deal had 
been said against them. In looking over Rcmsanl 
he had been very much amazed at some of the 
arguments used by hon. members, whose speeches 
he had not had an opportunity of hearing·, about 
the trade of the north. 'The hon. member for 
Fortitude Valley was reported to have said that 
at no port north of Hockhampton had :five tons 
of English goods been imported direct. It was 
hard to believe that so much ignorance could 
have been displayed. Merchants at Townsville 
had been importing whole cargoes of goods direct 
from England, and the facilities there for land
ing by steam-lighter were greater than at the 
port of Brisbane, the steam-lighter owned by 
Messrs. Clifton, Aplin, and Company being 
larger than any lighter belonging to Brisbane. 
That showed the utter ignorance which prevailed 
amongst a o-reat many members as to the quan
tity of goocls that were imported into the ]'\ orth, 
and as to the facilities there were for landing 
them. He had no doubt that the member for 
Stanley (Mr. O'Sullivan) would, as he said, endea
vour to get a pass for members to visit the 
North. He believed money could not be better 
spent than to send members up north to see 
what the COllntry was like, what its tra<le was, 

what its imports were, an<l what facilities there 
\Vere even now for landing cargo. There could 
be no doubt that a steam company like this 
would find its own facilities for landing cargo. 
It had been said-and he hacl to refer to the 
matter once before - that the Government 
would have to supply facilities for landing· 
cargo. Nothing coul<l be so absurd. It would 
be the business of the company to find their 
own facilities, and there could be no doubt 
that a company of merchants going into a specu
lation of the kind would supply the facilities; but 
even under the present state of thing,; there were 
the n1eans for landing cargo in smne of the 
northern ports, and he had no doul>t they woul<l 
be considerably increased. Then the hon. gentle
man went on to inform them of what he (J\Ir. 
Palmer) was not aware of, that the policy of the 
Government \Vas '' re~t and be cauticnm." l-[e 
denied that their policy was that, or that they 
had ever shown it to be that. Their policy was 
economy in the public service as far as possible, but 
by the plans that they had laid before the House 
at different times they had shown pretty well that 
their policy was not one of " rest and sit clown 
aml do nothing." He considered that one of the 
worst policies which could be adopted by any 
G-overnn1ent. Take the ca . ...;e of an individual in 
difficulties. If he went in for such a policy, and 
did not go in for some S]Jeculation, he would be 
grounded in the mud and stay there for the re"t 
of his days-and it was the best place for him. 
He would repeat that the policy of the Govern
ment was not "rest and be cautious." They be
lieved that the subsidy paid for a service of this 
~ort \Vould be a Inere bagatelle in corrlparition 
with the benefits which would be conferred, and 
they therefore felt quite justified in proposing- to 
spend £53,000 per annum upon it. In speaking, 
however, about the service, hun. members opposite 
forgot the £20,000 that the colony had beenspeml
ing for years for a 1uail service, bringing the cost 
to £35,000, or at the outside to £40,000, for the 
proposed service, \Vhich, he n1aint:1ined, was, in 
con1parison \vith the branch service frorn Singa,~ 
pore, xuperior in every pos:siLle '"'ay. The Lring
ing· of immigrants out by it was a matter of 
secondary consideration, which might either turn 
out very well or be found not to answer. Pro
vision was made for that contingency. The 
Govern1nent were not bound to send innnigrant:-:: 
by the company, and he must admit the com
pany were not bound to bring them ; but the 
probabilities were that in practice it woul<l 
be found immeasurably superior to bring immi
grants by a senice which would perform the pas
sage in 4G days, than by a route which would 
occupy 97 or 100 clays, and that a great many 
more of the sort of people that they wanted 
would be found to volunteer for a pa;,,,age of 
46 days, because many people looked upon a 
passage of D7 or 100 days as worse than ex
patriation. The hon. gentleman was pleased 
to inform them that he thoroughly agreed with 
the financial policy of the Government. He 
was glad to hear him admit that, but the hon. 
gentlenmn also told them that if they added 
burdens they were bound to find extr:ct t1txation. 
The Government maintained that they were not 
adding extra taxation, and that the £40,000 
would he a mere bagatelle in comparison with 
the benefits that would be conferred npnn 
the whole community by currying out the 
service. He conld only say that he most 
thoroughly believecl in the service. Then 
the hon. gentleman went on to frighten them 
as to what mig·ht happen if the symlicate
he did not know the meaning of the term, but 
it seemed to be fashionable to employ it when a 
number of g-entlemen undertook to clo certain 
things on certain terms-the hon. gentleman 
tol<1 them that when the company got the con. 
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tract they might sell it. That was a very 
dreadful idea: supposing that they did, what 
harm would happen to the colony? Whoever 
bought would have to carry out the contract; 
but if the company were ever so much inclined 
to sell they were not in the least likely to find 
buyers until they had thoroughly established the 
service and shown what it was. :B'rom his own 
knowledge, though, of a few of the gentle1neu 
who had signed the contract, and from what he 
had heard, he was certain that the contractors 
had not gone into the scheme with any idea of 
selling, but that they meant to carry out and 
make it a success, as they did everything that 
they undertook. Another reason given by the 
hon. gentleman-which he confessed he could 
not reconcile with the expressions of his great 
confidence in the ability and integrity of the 
JHinistry-was that, having granted a committee 
of inquiry a~ regarded the iinputations ntade upon 
some of their acts, they were not in a position to 
go on with the contract. He had never heard 
anything· so utterly absurd. If the Government 
felt they were guilty of any qurstionable acts, 
then they would not be justified in carrying on ; 
but what had they done? Knowing that they were 
completely innocent of any of the crimes imputed 
to them, and afterwards denied by the leader of the 
Opposition-knowing that the more the matter 
was inquired into the more would their innocence 
be proved, were they not justified in treating any 
ouch base insinuations with contempt? He had 
never heard anything equal to the dictum laid 
down by the member for Ipswich, that because the 
inquiry \Vas hanging over theu1 they were not 
justified in going on with the contract. 

Mr. GlUF:B'ITH : Hear, hear. 
The COLONIAL SEClU~TAltY ,mid he 

alwttys expected the leader of the Opposition's 
"Hear, hear" when he hit him hard. The Gov
ernment courted inquiry; but they would not give 
it in the way attempted to be dictate<l by the 
leader of the Opposition and his followers. They 
challenged inquiry, hut the hem. gentleman had 
already contra<licted himself, and had with
drawn his base insinuation. 

Mr. GRU'FITH: I have withdrawn nothing. 
The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the 

hem. gentleman had withdrawn his base insinua
tion. The hon. gentleman said he had with
drawn nothing. A synopsis of his speeches on 
the subject would be Yery amusing. He should 
like to know what the hon. member really did 
mean? Then the hon. member for Ipswich 
went on to allude to public opinion. He had 
a great respect for public opinion, particularly 
when it agreed with his own; but he denied 
that the public opinion of a great majority 
of the colony was against the Ministry. 
It was not by ''hole and corner" meetings that 
public opinion was expressed; and the "hole and 
corner" 1neetings 'vhich so 1nuch stirred up the 
fire of the hon. gentleman did not indicate 
public opinion. A large section of the com. 
mnnity, even in the southern part of the colony, 
agreed with the action of the Government, and 
a much larger section would agree with it when· 
the dust that the leader of the Opposition and 
his supporters had blown into their eyes had 
been wiped out and they could understand the 
bearings of the case. Next, they had been 
told by the hon. membe1· for Ipswich that Bris
bane was the centre of commerce for Queens
land. He had very considerable doubts about 
that statement. He believed that Brisbane ought 
to be the centre of commerce, but he was quite 
sure that it was not at present, and he believed 
that the action of the hon. members who were 
opposing the contract would cause it to be still 
less. The centre of commerce for '" great pol·
tion of the colony was Sydney, and it was use-

less hon. members shutting their eyes to the 
fact. And the objection taken by hon. mem
bers opposite would tend more and more to 
make Sydney and Melbourne the centre of com
merce than to benefit Brisbane in any way. If 
they persisted in the action they were taking 
and baulked the mail contract, he fully be
lieved that they would leave Brisbane without 
any commerce, except commerce with the 
neighbouring colonies, through which the trade 
from Great Britain and America and other 
portions of the world would dribble. The 
hon. member next went on to tell them that it 
was no part of the duty of the Government to 
direct the course of trade. He believed, on the 
other hand, that it was particularly the duty of 
the Government to direct the course of trade, so 
far as they possibly could, without putting any 
vexatious imposition. It was especially the pro
vince of the Government when they found that 
the trade of the colony was being diverted to the 
neighbouring colony, and that the colony was 
fast losing its direct trade, to endeavour to 
bring that trade back to its proper course. 
In pressing the contract on the House and on 
the country, the Government were but barely 
doing their duty. They believed and felt that 
if the present opportunity were neglected, it 
might take years and years to bring the trade 
which was now rapidly being diverted to the 
neighbouring colonies back to its proper place. 
He was very much amused, indeed, at the 
conclusion of the speech of the hon. member, 
in which he told them that there was a vote of 
Wfmt of confidence hanging over the Govern
ment. He (11r. Palmer) must confess that he 
did not know there wtts any such thing. The 
amendment of the hon. member for North Bris
bane on the financial S[Jeech of the Premier, they 
were told plainly, was meant to be a vote of want 
of confidence; hut he (Mr. Palmer} understood 
that was disposed of last week, and very satis
factorily disposed of. He (Mr. Palmer) was very 
well satisfied, at auy rate ; but how the hon. 
member for Ipswich could conjure up a vote of 
want of confidence out of the present position 
he (Mr. Palmer) could not imagine. At all 
events, the Government did not feel that there 
was a vote of want of confidence hanging over 
them, but if the hon. member thought there was 
any doubt on the subject he would invite him, in 
the name of the Government, to bring forward a 
direct vote of want of confidence. That would 
be the shortest way to dispose of the matter. 
Perhaps the hon. member for Maryborough 
would bring such a vote forward? 

Mr. DOUGLAS : No. 
The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he was 

glad to hear it. The hon. gentleman was gene• 
rally flying very high, and trying to do a great 
many impossible things, hut the hon. gentleman 
had common-sense enough to know that a majo· 
rity of twenty-seven to eighteen was rather a 
hopeless case upon which to bring forward a vote 
of want of confidence. It was not, at least, very 
kind of the hon. member for Ipswich to indulge 
in such a taunt. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said he had listened with a 
great deal of attention and pleasure to the argu
mentative speeches made by his hon. friend and 
colleague, the member for Maryborough (Mr. 
King), and to the speech of the hon. member for 
Ipswich (Mr. Thompson); but he could not say 
that he agreed with either of them. He felt it 
his duty to refer to some of their arguments; 
at the same time, it would be infinitely better if 
they could follow up the consideration of the sub
ject in the admirable temper which both of those 
gentlemen brought to the discussion of the 
C[Uestion. He only wished the Colonial Secre
tary had followed in their wake. Instead of that, 
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the hon. gentleman chose to apply terms which 
were very undesirable to adopt in their proceed
ings, and certainly were not calculated to prompt 
good feeling between them. To jeer in the way 
he did at some interjections from the Opposition 
side of the House was quite unnecessary. 

An HONOURABLE ME1IBJm : "Vhy were inter
jections made? 

Mr. DOUGLAS said he would willing·ly fore
go all interjections if he felt that the discussion, 
on an occasion like the present, would be ]Jro
ceecled with in the same manner as at an earlier 
period of the clay by the two hon. members, who 
threw a good deal of light on the subject, and 
who expressed their opinions in an independent 
way. He should, indeed, be glad if he saw in 
the House the growth of an independent party, 
of which two such gentlemen as his colleague 
and the hon. member for Ipswich could form a 
part, for he was sick and tired of the constant 
reiteration backward and forward from one side 
to the other. He would forego a great deal of 
the prominence which had necessarily been thrust 
on some members of the Opposition, if he could 
see the real growth of an independent opinion 
characterised by such ability as had been dis
played to-night in the discussion on the question 
before them, by members who might be charac
terised as independent. He wished to say a few 
words in reference to some matters raised by his 
hon. friend and colleague (Mr. King), because he 
evidently approached the subject with a desire 
to argue it out fairly. He had taken a view of 
the matter different from that which he (Mr. 
Douglas) maintained; and therefore he owed 
it both to his colleague and to his constituents 
to say something, at any rate, in ju,tification 
of a different course, for he could not come 
to the same conclusion the hon. gentleman 
had arrived at. In the first place, he .re
fen·ed to the necessity of keeping up commu
nication with the United Kingrlom by means 
of telegraphic communication and some form of 
steam postal contract ; and in doing so referred 
to the present position of the telegraphic com
munication, pointing out that it was not a mere 
question of expense, and that in the present ca.,e 
it ought not to be a question of expense. He 
could not exactly follow the argument of the 
hon. gentleman with regard to telegraphic cmn
munication, or the grounds on which he thought 
the colony was justified in paying £55,000 for the 
benefits he described. "Vith regard to the cable 
conference, (clueensland did not drop out of the 
arrangement because the cable was not landed on 
the shores of Queensland ;-the chief argument 
against the cable was that it did not secure 
duplicate commlmication, which was considered 
desirable; and contpetition, which was essential 
in order to secure a real reduction in rates. The 
hon. member (Mr. King·) illustrated the subject, 
further, by stating that if they were to keep up 
immigration they must be prepared to pay such 
a price for it as was indicated by the difference 
between the price of the present contract and the 
contract proposed ;-that was to say, if they 
wanted to keep up immigration, and have direct 
steam postal communication with Englaml, they 
must be prepared to pay £35,000 more; or, as 
the Colonial Secretary said, £40,000 more ; or, 
as some others said, .£50,000; or £60,000 more 
than they were now paying. He (Mr. Douglas)did 
not exactly follow the hon. gentleman's argument, 
but he agreed that if the colony was to keep up 
immigration they must be prepared to pay for it. 
But at present they were getting immigrants by 
the long sea route ; and he had already pointed 
out that the season when people left Engl•md 
was the very one in which they conic\ not safely 
be brought through the Reel Sea. That was 
admitted on all hands. Even the troops going 

out to India on Her Majesty's service, and thE! 
French and Dutch troops, were sent through the 
Hed Sea cluring what was considered the healthy 
season, so that there shonld not be any risk of 
life. There was much mortality in some instances 
among the Dutch and :French in the Red Sea. 
It was clear, therefore, that during the emigration 
season from :March to June or July, immigTants 
would he subject to very serious risk indeed if 
sent through the Red Sea. It would be there
fore simply an experiment, from the point of 
view he took If they were to have a combined 
mail, innnigration, and freight service, it WH>H 

not impossible there might be a different route 
from that which was proposerl. \Vhy not have 
::t11 ocean service direct frorn Enghtnd round the 
Cape, and going home by the Heel Sea? 'Tlmt 
would serve all purposes, and bring in1nlig-rantH 
in the way they were now brought, only the 
service would be very much shortened-instead 
of taking seventy, eighty, or ninety days, they 
would be brought certainly in forty-five days, 
and probably even in less. The Orient liners 
now made passages in from forty to thirty-five 
days, and he had not the slightest doubt that 
before many years even that time would be 
shortened. · It was said the Orient Company 
contemplated building new ships which would 
accomplish the voyage in thirty days ; and 
that seemed to him no distant probability. Re 
believe<! one was now being built which, it was 
anticipated, would run the Yoyage in not mnch 
more than thirty days. If they could not induce 
the Orient Company to come to Queenslancl
and there was a good deal to be said against 
entPring into an agreen<ent with that Company, 
because they must inevitably go to Sydney or 
Melbourne-why should not the colony, if it 
was determined to spend money upon a direct 
line, try to induce a company owning ships of 
a similar character-though perhaps not quite 
so large--to bring out immigmnts by the direct 
long sea route, arranging that if they would 
gi 1·e a guarantee for a period of years of a 
certain number of ships, the colony would giYe 
a gunrantee for a certain nun) her of innnigntnt~. 
If they made up their minds to bring out 2,000, 
3,000, or4,000imrnigrantsa-ye,uforthe next five or 
six years shipowners "\vould be very glad to bring
them by the Cape and g·o home hy the Red Sea. 
That armngernent might possibly work in with 
a lHJHtal service, though it was hardly likely to 
be accomplished so rapidly as at present ],y the 
Orient ships. As there was an objection to 
bringing innnigranb~ in ships touching at Sydney, 
l\ielbourne, or Adelaide, let them come direct to 
Queensland ; and if their object was to bring out 
immigrants, by all means bring them by the 
Cape and let the ships take freight and cargo 
back by the Heel Sea. Both objects might he 
met in that way. All the arguments they had 
heard tended to show that the proposed route 
would be inferior to the one at present in use, 
and not a very satisfactory route for the northern 
ports-certainly not much better than the pre
sent. Letters would not go home much sooner 
than at the present time ; and such being
the case the contract required revision in many 
respecte. But it did not follow that hecause 
the proposed line was objectionable he and 
others objected altogether to the proposal. He 
took it that the argument of the member for 
Ipswich would be in favour of some line, but 
that he did not wish to do away with the con
tract altogether; and if the 1trguments of his 
colleague (Mr. King) were good, they applied 
equally and even lJetter to snch a line as 
he (Mr. ]longlas) had tt<lvocated, which would 
Hecnre both innnigrantH and hmneward trade. 
The preoent opposition to the contract could not 
be iclentified with that clutnge of polic1: which 
the hon. member (::\fr. King) had indicated--that 



Mail Contract. [24 AUGUST.] Mail Contract. 463 

if they did not ussent to the contract they would 
be going back on their po,st legislation, o,ncl would 
be suying that immigmtion should ceo,se. His 
contention was, that he simply set aside the con
tmct becatme he believed a very much better 
one rnight be 1nade to suit our cornn1erce, our 
in11nigration, and even possibly our 1nail service. 
The Colonio,l Secretary dwelt" good deal on the 
fact that the Government took credit to them
selves that they were doing this for the benefit 
of the northern districts. He (Mr. Douglas) 
doubted very much whether tho,t would be 
the cnse. A service might be established which 
would benefit them infinitely more. He did not 
quite approYe of the way in which the hon. 
gentleman thrust upon thein the northern portion 
of the territory, as if they knew nothing at all 
>tbout it. To say the least of it, two-thirds of the 
people of the country had" right to be consulted. 
Kobody di~;puted the f>tct tlmt there was a large 
territory in the north, bnt nobody, also, disputed 
the fact that " great majority of the people were 
settled in the south; and hon. members were 
here to consult for the welfare of the entire popu
lation. Territory was nothing in itself until it 
was populated, and the vast expanse of unoccupied 
land in the north was really valueless at the 
present time. It wa~; simply in the potenti
alities of the future that it hml a value to the 
colony. Then, again, a great deal of stress was 
laid on the fact that a certain gentleman, the 
:Mayor of JYio,ryborough, had imported certain 
gooc!H from England 'l'i<Z Sydney, the freight of 
which from Sydney to Maryborough cost him 
more than the freight from London to Sydney 
by the Orient Company. That was a sound 
argument against the alleged monopoly of the 
"\..S.N. Company, but it srtid nothing about the 
future arrangements of this projected company, 
and wtts no justifico,tion of it. Those goods 
might haye been imported as a source of emer
gency, out of the ordinary kind of trade, and 
might have had to pay more because the order was 
probably executed under pressure to meet some 
engagement. But he should like to know a good 
deftlmore about those prices before coming to a 
definite conclusion about them. If the A.S.N. 
Company Wfts really monopolising tmde along 
the coast-ttnd there was rea~;on to believe that it 
showed ade,ire to drive the trade of the whole 
of the cmtst to Sydney, ami sometimes, also, to 
divert the trade from Brisbane-it was a Yery 
good argument for the establishment of a local 
company to do our coa~;tal trade. He hml sup
ported a proposition of that kind, ftnd if the facts 
were a~; stated by the hem. member there were 
very good grounds for 8upposingthat a thne 1night 
come for the estalJlishment of such a company. 
:1\Ionopoly was bad, ami the prices which had 
been quoted were bml, and if they enterecl into a 
large nutnber of speculatimu; they n1ight seriously 
affect the trarle of the colony. But that argu
ment did not affect the proposed contmct. The 
hon. member al~;o referred to the ;cgricultural 
produce which might g'O up to the north but for 
the difficulties placed in the way by the A.S.N. 
Company. Even if that fact were satisfactorily 
established, it did not follow that the projected 
company would take up agricultural produce to 
the northern settlements. It surely would not 
t>tke potatoes, corn, and other produce, ftnd de
liver them at Bowen, Gladstone, Townsville, and 
Cooktown. The company would not lay itself 
out for th"'t sort of business, and therefore it 
seemed that the argument was quite out of 
place. The hon. member also stated that, 
from the peculiar conditions of the trade of 
Sydney, only large vesseh could pay their 
way, o,nd that, therefore, they need not look 
to a connection with that trade on '" satis
factory paying basis. But though they could 
hardly expect to raise such large ships as the 
Orient liners, surely they might anticipate being 

able to secure a smaller class of vessels, perhaps 
of the same tonnage as those proposed under the 
contract. Why should not such vessels come 
here direct and return direct? He did not wish 
to imp>trt any bitterness-of which there had 
been already too much-into the discussion, but 
there could be no doubt that the hon. mem
ber (Mr. Thompson) w>ts perfectly right when 
he stated that although the Government had a 
majority there was " feeling of want of confi
dence in them abroad, in spite of their majority. 
As he had already stated, the majority were held 
together by very strong party and personul ties ; 
but he believed the h<m. member was perfectly 
justified in what he said by implication-as the 
Colonial Secretary remarked. The Colonial 
Secretary did not like the imputation, but that 
simply arose from the bet that the Government 
had placed themselves in a very objectionable 
position by their actions, which were generally 
considerecl, and which undoubtedly were, most 
unsatisfactory. The question arising out of 
the Hemmftnt petition was, no doubt, at the 
bottom of the whole feeling at the present 
time, throughout the community, with regard 
to the Government. The hon. member (Mr. 
Thompson) hinted at it. He (Mr. Douglas) 
did not hint at it, but would tell hon. gentlemen 
opposite that that wa~; the chief reason why, 
not only members of the Opposition, but the 
vast m>tjority of the people outside, were dis
satisfied with the present position of the Go
vernment ; and, on that ground, he believed that, 
if the Government appealed from the majority 
who now sat ptttiently behind them to the very 
large nutjority outside, they would find that they 
were in a vast minority-there could be no 
c1uestion about that. The Government might 
say that they did not intend to pander to popu
lar opinion, and submit their case to the people 
for a verdict ; but he could tell them most as
suredly that if they did they would not return 
to their seats as a Government, for. the 
verdict would be unquestionably against them. 
They might have made up their minds to hold 
their places, and rely on their numeric>tl strength 
in the House, but that did not >tlter the facts of 
the case as set out by the hon. m em her (Mr. 
Thompson); and the want of confidence referred 
to was largely attributable to the facts that had 
transpired in connection with that inquiry. And 
here he would remark how exceedingly undesir
able it was that that inquiry should be postponed 
from day to day. The whole thing, so far as tha 
facts of the case were concerned, could be disposed 
of in "' week. It would be better that the House 
should adjourn until the alleged facts in connec
tion with the case were either proved or disproved, 
so that the Government might be fully acquitted 
or condemned. The accusations made unque~;
tionably involved the honour of the Government 
-there were no two ways about that-and they 
had been to a great extent supported by evidence. 
Yet the inquiry W>tS allowed to hang over from 
week to week, and hon. members met here to 
discuss matters, while all the time they knew 
that there was a sort of skeleton in the cupboard 
that was really the cause of all their trouble. A 
committee of that kind ought to sit from clay to 
clay, and exhaust all the evidence that could be 
obtained here, so that they might know what 
really were the facts of the case. Those were 
thoughts that perplexed not only hon. members 
on that side, but on the Government side as 
well. He had no doubt the Colonial Secretary 
himself was not very comfortable. 

The COLONIAL S1Wl1ETAEY: If you had 
as little sin on your soul as the Colonial Secre
tary you would be a much happier man. 

:".Ir. DOUGLAS said that, considering all those 
things, it was not to be wondered ut that they 
must feel anxious about the position to which 
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they had allowed themselves to drift. He did 
not impute dishonesty to the Government, but 
he did say that in every place, and by most 
people, those were the thoughts that came upper
most. It was not the l<'inancial Statement ; it 
was not even the Polynesian question, or others 
which would have to be discussed shortly ; but 
it was that inquiry, which involved more serious 
matters than any other affecting the present posi
tion of the Governn.ent. The hon. member (Mr. 
King) also referred to the frozen-meat trade, and 
assumed that if the contract was not accepted 
they would have no means of getting ships to 
carry away their frozen meat. He agreed with 
the hon. member that it was more desirable that 
that trade should be conducted direct from the ports 
of Queensland than indirectly through Sydney 
and Melbourne, whatever effect the exportation 
from those places might have on prices : and of 
course the price of stock here would be affected 
when it was shown that meat could be exported 
in any quantity from Sydney and Melbourne. 
He believed, quite apart from the contract, that 
if it were shown that it would pay to export meat, 
there would be no difficulty in getting ships to 
devote themselves to the trade, whether from 
Brisbane, Townsville, or Keppel Bay. If it 
were once demonstrated that money could be 
made out of the trade, a service might be estab
lished which would combine immigration with 
the export of frozen meat. There was no 
reason why even such a service as that should 
not be cheaper than the one proposed. It must 
not be inferred that he or members on that side 
of the House were opposed to a contract of 
that kind. Their objection to the contract 
was, supposing it were desirable to com
bine the mail service with immigration, that 
the matter coulrl better be arranged in the 
manner he had described than in the manner 
proposed by the Premier. Tile hon. member for 
Maryborough (Mr. King) laid great stress upon 
the necessity for immigration. So did he ; but 
he thought the hon. member would be placing a 
barrrier in the way of immigration if he helped 
to establish a line vi<l the Heel Sea. Of late 
years their policy had indicated a separation from 
the North and a union with the South. Time 
was when people looked forward to the intro
duction of Chine"e and Indian coolies ; but at 
the present time even settlers in the north did 
not contemplate a Chinese colonisation of 
northern Queensland or the introduction of 
labour from British-India. Their aim was 
rather to introduce a class of immigrants which 
would attract people from the south. The recent 
course of events pointed to improved communica
tion with the older countries by some other route 
than Torres Straits. In their early history, the 
development of the Torres Straits, Chinese, and 
Malay Settlements traffic was looked forward to 
as the means by which Queensland was to grow 
great. He believed they had given up that idea. 
He might be wrong ; but, judging from the signs 
of the times, the northern colonists-am! unques
tionably the southern colonists-had not mnch 
desire to improve the commercial communica
tions with the East. Their anxiety was to ob
tain improved communication with the older
established colonies in the South. It would un
questionably be proved that their best market lay 
in these colonies. It would undoubtedly be their 
interest to connect themselves even more closely 
with their sister colonies than with the mother
country. England wasl5,000milesaway, and why 
should not their intercolonial relations be more 
intimate than they had been? He did not say a 
word against the continuance of the closest of 
ties with the mother-country, but it was infinitely 
more desirable from a commercial point of view, 
and from political considerations, that they should 
improve their relations with the sister colonies. 
It seemed to him that by adopting thio contract 

they would be going in the opposite direction 
Instead of improving their relations with the older 
colonies they would be exploring new fields, nncl 
pioneering a purely experhnenta..l route for iunlli
grants. lt would only be H::tfe to bring innui
grants out vl:d the Red 8ea in the winter ll10nth;..;, 
and those were the months in which people 
would not leave J<;nglaml. His experience 
convinced him that immigrants did not leave 
home between the months of ::\'ovember :1nd 
l\I:1rch, and it wa.o hopeless to endeavour 
to introduce immigmnts through the Heel Sea 
during the hot seasm1. The Colonial Secretary 
said that when an individual got into difficulties 
he should speculate. That w:1s a remarkable 
statement. He supposed the hon. member wished 
it to be inferred that the colony was in diffienl
ties ; that therefore it should speculate ; mui that 
the proposed mail contract was a suitable form of 
specubtion. In the first place, he was nut pre
pared to admit that they were in such serious diffi
cultieB; and then, again, the colony \\Tas not in 
the position of an incli,-idual-it was not entitlctl 
to incur the risks which an inclh~idualmight think 
himself justified in incurring. It would be an 
exceedingly unfortunate thing, then, if the colony 
were to adopt the contract upon the ground urge<! 
by the Colonial Secretary ; and he certainly 
thought he waH right in clrawing the conclnHion 
he had drawn fron1 the hon. gentlenmn'x rernark. 

The COLOKIAL SECRET AllY: I certainly 
think you are not. 

l\Ir. DOUGLAS said that with regard to the 
power of transfer which the contract conceded, 
the Colonial Secretary said they could not tell 
whether the line would P"'Y· He presumed they 
would hnve to wttit some time before that could 
be determiner!;· nn<l if there were any value 
attaching to the nan1eK of the gentleruen cou
eerned, \VaH it not desirable that the eolnny 
should retain its hold upon them? Tf they were 
all that they were said to be, was it not unde
sirable that they should substitute for them 
people of whom they knew nothing at all? Per
sonally, he had no objection to come to a 
decision on this matter. He believed the Go
vernment had a majority ; and that they cnulrl, 
therefore, if they chose, give effect to the con
tract. At the "'tme time, he felt that he would 
be compelled to resist it by every means in his 
power. He was satisfied that they were paying an 
unnecess<1ry sun1 for an indifferent service~ hut, 
upon the other hand, if they waited patiently till 
next year and gave <lue notice-which h:1d not 
been given in the past-they would improve their 
ideas very much, and would probably obtain a 
service ''Thich would bring out the imn1igranb; 
ri<1 the Cape, and make the homeward voyage 
through the Red Sen. ·when the Premier 
entered into the contract under consideration he 
appeared to be iuflnenced by the foreg-one con
clusion that they would not have anything to do 
with the Orient Com)xmy, because they were rleal
ing·with Sydney and lYielbourne. He observed, 
in some papers upon the subject of mttil communi
cation recently laid upon the table, "' lengthy 
telegram from JI!Ir. l\Iacalister. The tele£Tam 
ran-

"Orient J .. ine never tendered to this oflice bnt I be
lieve Premier had an interview with ::\lanag-ers Law and 
Company tendered fifteenth ::\larch a.s follmvs Firstly 
sub~idy to he ~ixty thonsand per a.nnum :Secondly Go
vermnent to guarantee at least half the moa~nreruent 
capacity for emigrants eight mouth:-; in the year rrhirdly 
po:-;tal serviee to be for ten year~ and the immigra1 ion 
service four years If propol"a.l entertained to let theu1 
know earlv Answer dated Re~·enteenth )larch ~tatcs 
that tendei· aud conditions snch as could uot be enter
tained." 

Upon the 2fith ,July the Coloni>tl Secret:1ry sent 
the following telegram to the "";;ent-Geneml :-

" Anderson Anderson tendored Immigration Postal 
Service Obtain cop;~ and telegraph oummary." 
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TJ pon the following dtty the Agent-General 
replied:-

,' Obt.ained eopy of Anflcr . ..;on't:( lJl'Opo~ition dat eel ~ix
trcnth :!.\Iarph which state~ rct'erring to aclyertisemeut 
for tender:'i t'0r 8temnship Sen'ice lJCt\veen the United 
KingdOIIL aml Qncenslanc1 via !i:::ncz Singapore rronc:-~ 
Mraits we open to treat wHh yon with <L Yimv to ~up
plying by ~LeamcrR of t.llc Orint Line the mean~ of con
veyance of ma.ils ancl pns:-~cugcrs requisite for the eolony 
The :-~tcamt:l'S or the OriCllL Line :-~ail at reg-ular interntls 
of a t'ortuighL llctwecn .England and ~in:-ttralia both ways 
and tltey lease a::~ a rnle with ample llllOC'Clllliert_ ~paee 
for third cla~s pa:-:seng-ers carded to Adelaide Jfelbonrne 
allll ~ydney at fonrtccn g-ninoa.s mL<'h awl H]JWat·tls 
Think as A(lclaidc is lir~t port of anival and Ia..;t of 
fl.cpartnre in Anstralin that Q.neen:-:land mails would in 
the CYcnt of enteriug into arnw;.;cmcnt naturally be 
tran1-;fer1·ef1 at that. uort Lo and from a branch steam 
t:'CrYice connecting the JIOrts i11 Qnecn~lmul :such branch 
~r,rYicc coHlct. probably be be:-:t arrangctlfor in ~\._n;-;tralia 
with a locnl cnmpan,,· a11r1 it i~ not mtlikely would lJC 
maint.nincd almost if not quite on trade revenue alone 
lL occurs to ns to :-:ay that po~:::ihly tile GoYern
ment of J\cw ~oHtll ·wale~ might he Jll'ClJ<ll'L'\l to join in 
snch a sct'Yicc on eondit ion of ~teanwrs tonehing- at 
Sydney to rcedvc a.nrl d{~liYcr mails ·we do not in an.'' 
{';-t.se stipnlatc for a ~nlJ::-ifly for ~Cl'Yicc between ~\.delaide 
and thi:-: country bnt we would be content witll po!'l-t
ages at rate:-: t.o he a~rcc<l on The mail mattf'r carried 
11repared to entt:r h1to a dctinHe a;.rreement on subject 
of aceouunoflation for third das:; pa~sengers by ::c;tcamcr~ 
ot' one lino to and from Your colon\ .\.nd -we wonldre
lllind you thaL the rontC;.; f'ollrrwed by onr :-tc:.uners arc 
sneh as 11crmit pa:-::-:Cllget·s being- l'mTied both out and 
home in perfcvt health and eomt'ort throughout. the 
entire ,·ear l,etter i11 aus,ver da.t.ed:--"-~venteenth::\Iarch 
shLtPs i.llat the Premier is in l<~ngland hut ab~ent frmn 
J,ondon t'or a fmv clay~ that he wlll call upon thmn 
during llext. week and talk with them on Uw subject 
or their letter After this Premier dirl call alld ha,·e 
cnnym·sation and according to Ander~!111's statement he 
1vas again to call and sec them bnt neYer did so. 

He did not (]nestion the urmrt ,lid us of the tran,,
actionR het\'i~een the Prmnier and the gentle1nen 
cmmected with the proposecl service. The hon. 
gentleman prolmhly hac[ a decirled opinion tlutt 
he could rleal better with them tlmn with the 
( lrient Company ; bnt from the telegrams he 
had read it was eviclcnt that the Orient Con11mny 
expecterl that the hon. gentleman wonld c;>l!, 
ttnd that when he b,,t called upnn them tmns
::tctions were not clo:-:;ecl. rrhese fact:;, and a 
great many more, led him to the conclusion that 
at a. tirne 'vhen ~teatn conununication bet\veen 
England and Australia was clettrly entering 
upon a new and entirely different phase, they 
would be unwise to commit themselves to this 
contract; thttt a better contract might be nnde ; 
ttnd that, in the me,tntime, the present me:tns 
of communication, suitable as it was for the 
northern ports, might be kept open. He pre
sntnecl that the cornpany now engaged 1vould 
C[Lrry on their service for a tin1e ; and he had no 
doubt that next year they would be in a position 
to secure a much better service. The results of 
the fro7.en-mcat experiments would then be 
knmvn; n.nd if it 'vere once shown-:1R he sin
cerely hoped would be the case-that frozen 
meat could be profitably exported from Sydney 
and 1\Ielhonrne, they would h'we any amount of 
competitors for snch a service. 

:\fr. MOREREAD said he lmd at one time 
hoped dnring the last hour thttt he might at wrne 
future time have the honour of being- a 1\linister 
of the Crown, and if at that time he should 
wear such venerable snow as decorated the hefld 
nf the hon. member (:!Yfr. Douglas) he hoped it 
wonlrl he worn with honour. He maintained 
that that gentletnttn\:; sveech was a disgrace to 
him in the position he occupied as a former 
leader of the House and Agent-General at 
home. He harl dealt for a certttin time with 
the question under rli~cus:-3ion, as far, no douLt, a8 

his light,; went moderately, but when he reached 
a certain point, although he said he rlid not want 
to impart pcrsmmlities, what rlirl he rlo? He 
stticl that the Ministry were disgraced before the 

Committee ttnd before the country, by an in'1uiry 
now proceeding before a select committee of the 
Hom;e. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said he rose to correct the 
hon. gentleman. He did not say that the Min
istry were disgraced. 

Mr. :\fOREHEAD said he declined to take 
the correction. 

The CHAIRMAX said the hon. member mnst 
accept the correction. 

::\Ir. MORl~HEAD said if he must he would 
take the denial, bnt the fact' remained the same. 
The hon. gentleman launched a tremendous 
ttttack on the Ministry, and said they were held 
in dil-3e,':iteetn, if not something n1ore, in conse~ 
qnence of evidence given before a Helect con1-
mittee, evidence that was not yet completed. 
He would have thoug-ht that the hon. gentle
man woulrl have kept very quiet with reference 
to that evidence, for they knew how, in collusion 
with some member of that committee, he httd 
obtttined that evidence, and published a garbled 
summary of it, though he had been brought 
before the House, and was held to be in con
tempt for it, ttnd how it was only through " 
Standing Order that he was not now in the po;;i
tion, if not of a convicted felon, of a man to be 
punished. He (J'vlr. Morehead) was not a blind 
supporter of the Government; no hon. mernl>er 
could say that of him. He was there to see that 
until men were found guilty they should be held 
to be innocent, and if they were found guilty he 
would be the first to pass sentence upon 
them. It was a disgrace, not only to the 
Committee but to the hon. gentleman, occupying 
the position he did, to make such a state
ment. He knew very well that the hon. member 
was exaspemted and sore because he had seen 
younger men assume the l~adership of the party 
-men who were mere boys in comparison with the 
hon. gentleman. Xo doubt that was a humilia
tion, but was it a reason why he should snarl 
and growl at the memlwm on the Government 
side of the House ? Vvhy not attack the hon. 
member who led his own party? No doubt he 
would like to see the present leader of the Oppo
sition anywhere but where he was. The hon. 
member (l\Ir. Doug-ltts) had tried his hand at 
many thing-s in his life, but he failed at them 
all. He (Mr. l\1orehead) denied that there was 
anything in the worlcl that the hon. member 
had not failed in. There he was, an old and 
effete mttn thrown into the shade of the back 
benche,. Certainly he had an ex-Premier on his 
right lumd, whom he had once led, and he hoped 
he was proud of that companionship. 

'' But yesterday his word might have stood again~t 
the \YOrld; now lies he there, and none so poor to do him 
reverence.'' 

The hon. member, simply because he had bllen 
from his high estate, had no business to attack 
hon. members on that side until he could prove 
his case, and, so far, he had not proved it ex· 
cept by evidence in a garbled state procured 
from a select committee. No doubt he was 
proud of that action, for it was one after his own 
heart. "What he (J'vlr. Morehead) had to say of 
the hon. member for Ipswich would be more in 
sorrow than in anger. He was ttstonished to 
hear what that hon. member said, and he should 
have thought, knowing his kindness of heart, 
which they all acknowledge<!, and remembering 
that he had broke bread and partaken of the 
salt of many members of the present ::\finistry, 
that he would have been the last man to have 
thrown a stone at his old frienrls, ttnd co-ope
mted with their enemies against them. He 
\mnld luwe done much better if he had remained 
silent ; for himself he would rather lmve resigned 
his seat and gone altogether out of Parlia
ment than have taken such a course. He (:\Ir. 
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'l'hornpson) had better have remained silent and 
not attacked men whose colleague he had been. 
:Even if his seat were in danger it would be better 
to lose it, than to lose the high respect in which 
he was held by hon. members of the House. 
A seat in that House was an honour justly 
coveted by all men, yet it might be held too 
dearly if a man lost his self-respect. ·with re
gard to the mail contract he (Mr. Morehead) 
wanted to point out, among other things, that 
in the year 1872 the question of the Torres 
Straits service first cropped up. A gentleman 
who was then aleading member of the party 
opposite, called Hemmant-a gentleman not un
known in the annals of Queensland politics, and 
one who was no doubt held in the highest eoteem 
by the hon. member for Maryborough, then 
said-

" He had been glad to hear the hon. Premier 8pcal\: as 
he had done in reference to the neighbonring colonies, 
a" he was of opinion that this colony had suffered too 
much from its reliance upon them. He hoped that the 
pre:'l.ent might be looked upon as a change of policy in 
that respect, and tha.t as there had been volitical separa
tion from New South ,,,..ales for ten years, it would very 
shortly be followed by commercial separation. If there 
was any one point 1vhieh de\eided him in reference to 
the two routes, it would be the question of his fellow
colonists in the northern portion ot' Queensland. They 
could derive no advantage whatever from a Californian 
mail service, whilst by the rrorres Stra.its route they 
would be able to enjoy the same advantages that were 
at present enjoyed by Brisbane-of replying to t11eir 
letters by return mail. He sincerely hoped that New 
South \i\''"ales would decline to have anything to do with 
the route, and that this colony would no'ens vohms ha\e 
the route to itself, by which Brisbane would be the ter
Ininus.'' 

That was the line of action that gentleman had 
taken, and they followed exactly the lins of 
action. It was first dealt with as a commercial 
project ; and now, perhaps, they would like to 
hear the same gentleman's views as to the emi
gration part of the question :-

" In regard to the Torres Straits line not being a good 
passenger route, all he could say was that any person 
who 'vas at all a bad sailor would prefer to go by it, as 
it was nearly all smooth water. Altogether, he con
sidered that the question of route was one on 1vhich 
there could be but one opinion, and that was in favour 
of the proposed resolutions before the House. Eren 
if there was a direct line to .Auckland, as was proposed 
bv the Government, there 1vould be none of the numer
oUs advantages offered by the rrorrcs Straits route." 

He (Mr. Morehead) thought they could find some 
more striking opinions expressed by hon. members 
opposite; for instance, one by the hon. member 
for Darling Downs, who said-

" He did not like to oppose the proposed great under
taking, because he believed it was a, step in the right 
direction, and if the Government would only accompany 
it by a propositiou to extend the railway line 1vest1vard, 
he would give it his support. He thought the expense 
of the Telegraph and Postal lines would be about 
£55,000, and that the members of the Opposition, who 
had been so often accused of rcckleHs expenditure, 
would not have thought of rushing into such ~~n ex
pense as that. He believed mnch more benefit would 
be derived by opening up the interior of the country." 

At that time he wanted a railway into the in
terior, and now that hon. member objected to the 
mail rou~e. That was most extraordinary. He 
had no doubt that he could find other expressions 
by other hon. members at that time if he chose 
to look for them, but he had said enough to show 
that the very policy enunciated in those remarks 
was the one that was being adhered to now by 
hon. members on the Treasury benches. They con
tended for commercial separation from K ew South 
\Vales, and if other hon. gentlemen were of opinion 
that they should be dependent on K ew South 
\V ales, let them state their case and meet the 
matter fairly. That was the queHtion at issue, 
whether the port of Sydney should take the bulk 
of the local commerce of Queensland and export it 
direct, or whether it should be exported from 

Brisbane. That was a question for everyone to 
decide for himself. He did not care very much 
personally, and he 'hould like to see Brishane 
got a smart lesson-let the contract be refused, 
and Brisbane brought on its knees. There was 
an intolerable arnount of arrogance about Bris
bane, a self-sufficiency and a desire to rule 
the colony, that was insufferable, and the woner 
it was put a stop to the better. The squatters 
would not be affected much, but if the wool 
went through Sydney the Brisbane merchants 
ancl tradesmen would be affected ; and, really, he 
8hould like to see their fingers burnt and their 
toes trodden upon. He did not know why their 
nerves were all in their feet, but it was no use 
trying to get knowledge into their heads. The 
present opposition out of door,; was got up by 
well-known agitators who knew nothing of what 
they were talking, but were guided by errors 
that had been promulgated and circulated in the 
public Press until they mixed up the £5.\000 for 
one thing with the £60,000 of another, and at 
last declared the colony was rohbed of £160,000. 
As he had said before, he would not mind if the 
contract were not entered into, because then the 
people of the southern portion of the colony would 
be brought to their bearings, but still he could 
not overlook the fact that if the contract were 
not concluded great injustice would be done to 
the northern portion of the colony. That portion 
of the colony had some rights : surely the whole 
colony was not centred in Brisbane or lYiary
borough? The hon. member for Maryborough 
said that it would be easy to bring out immigrants 
vid the Cape of Good Hope ; but there was one 
weak point in the hon. member'H argument-the 
hon. member did not consider the chances of 
the immigrants landing at Adelaide, Melbourne, 
or Sydney. If the immigrants were brought by 
the other route they would be spread from north 
to south throughout the colony-wherever they 
were wanted there they would be landed. He 
heard it stated in town, yesterday, that if the 
Government would enter into a contract for four 
years at £100,000 the Brisbane people would a p
prove of it. He hn,d heard it said that the hon. 
member (Mr. Dickson) had said that he would 
support such a contract. 

Mr. DICKSON : I did not mention any sum. 
Mr. MOREHEADsaidit was, then, simply a 

feeling proposition. Did the hon. member admit 
that he would approve of a four-years' contract 
at a sum to be named ? 

Mr. DICKSON: Yes. 
Mr. MOREI-H~AD said he hoped that the 

question would be discussed on its merits, and 
that there would not be imported into the debate 
n,ny sidewinds, such as had been introduced into 
it by the hon. member for Maryborough. No 
doubt, that hon. member had a perfect right to 
discuss the question all round ; but he had no 
right to go out of his way to attack the Ministry, 
an<l those supporting them, as he had done. He 
held himself to be as honourable a man as the 
hon. member for Maryborough. He held that he 
knew whether or not he believed those whom 
he was supporting to be hone5t. If he believed 
the members of the Ministry to be what the hon. 
member had described them as-or rather, what 
geneml opinion, on which the hon. member 
relied so much, described them as-he would not 
sit on their side of the House a moment longer. 
He <1id not believe that there was one of them
he did not care which one was selected-who 
could be said to be a rogue, a robber, or a 
sc<mndrel, any more than the hon. member for 
Maryborough or he (Mr. Morehead) was. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said he rose to say a few 
words in reply to the hon. member for l\iitchell. 
He felt strongly on the matter-he did not dis
guise that-but he had endeavoured not to im-
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port personal feeling into the delmte. He con
sidererl that the renmrks of the hon. member 
for JliJitchell on this and on other occaeious 
were wholly unjustifi<tble. :From the first time 
he had met the hon. member in the House, the 
hon. member h<td been in the habit of applying 
very in:;nlting rernarks to hint. lie had a private 
frien,JKhip with the hon. member, but he must 
:-;ay that he thought the hon. n1e1uher waH going 
too far when he refened to wlmt he called hi,; 
(Mr. Douglas') antecerlents, <tncl spoke in " dis
respectful way on the fact that he had grey 
hairs. 

1\Ir. MOUEHEAD : Thn,t is no disgrace. 
Jliir. DOUGLAS said it was not a dishonour; 

it was rather an honour than otherwise. He 
could not understand why the hon. mernlJer 
should apply such bitter, cruel, and lmrd words 
to him when speaking of his career. He did 
not judge the hon. member by his career; he 
dealt with facts as they arose. \Yhatever mig·ht 
be the opinion of the hon. member respecting 
his past or present position, he dirl not care. 
\Vho was to say whether he was a success
ful man or not? \Vho was to compare his 
success with that of the hon. member? He 
would compare his success with that of the 
hon. member at the head of the Government. 
In his pulJlic capacity he had never done any
thing of which he was ashamed. He had endea
voured to speak the truth at> far at> he could, and 
to taJce an honest independent view of circum
stances as they arose. He had not willingly 
parted from the standard of honour in that 
respect. It W<ts very hard, indeed, for a man 
of his years to be constantly 'liRparaged as he 
was by the hon. member for Mitchell. \Vh<tt 
was it to the hon. member becauoe he chose to 
sit on the back benches? There W>cs no other 
place to suit him at pr0sent, and he was 'Iuite 
satisfied with his position. He was quite con
tent with the humblest spheres, in every way, 
so long ae he was respected by those who knew 
him. The remarks of the hon. member for 
l\Iitchell were more than abusiYe ; they Were 
wickerl, cruel, and rnaleYolent. He had no ob
jection to the hon. member atto,cking him 
politically ; but he objected to personal attacks 
which were unworthy of <tmember of the House 
and unworthy of a gentleman. 

Mr. THOMPSON ;c<ticl it would not be fair 
of him, as he did not represent any section of 
the Houc;e-the only party he represented there 
being himself, to make a second speech, but if 
he allowed the remarks of the hon. member for 
l\Iitchell to po,ss without comment it might be 
assumed that he assented to them. He failed to 
see how he had been unkind. The Ministry did 
not adopt tho,t tone ; they simply said, " Do 
your hest." He protested against the illea of his 
sitting there as a dnrnb clog, as had been sug
gested. Although he might desire to retiign, 
there were circumstances connected with his 
constituency which would prevent him from 
doing so. He had not the slightest ,]oubt tho,t 
he should get a seat in the House again-but not 
for Ipswich. He did not intend to contest " 
large constituency again for rnany reasons. 
\Vhilst he was in the House he should do his 
duty, without any regard for kindness of heart 
or anything of that kind, because that had 
nothing to do with politics. He would not 
<tnswer the remarks of the Colonial Secretary, 
though his arguments could be answered, as 
there was nothing to complain of in the hon. 
member's speech-it was more complimentary 
than otherwise. The hon. member, however, 
said his (Mr. Thompson's) was the weakest 
speech he ever heard. 

The COLONIAL SECHETAEY : :B'rom you. 
l\Ir. THOMPSON said that was more compli

mentary still. He did not object to such things; 

they were incidents in debate which one must 
put up with: but to suppose that he was going 
to rcrnain silent wa.~ (1nite another thing. 

l\Ir. J!'EEZ said he wished to express the great 
satisfaction which he had experienced in hearing 
the able. speech of the h(m. the Speo,ker. The 
hon. gentlenu1n had argued the qnef:;tion frorn a 
broad point of view, ami it was pleasing to notice 
the deep "ttention which hon. members oppo
·sitc paid to the speech. He could see from the 
expressi ms of their bees that they were con
vince<] by the force of the hon. gentleman's 
argun1ent:-;. }{e was surpri:-:;ed to see the hon. 
n1ernbcr for Ipswich narrovr'ing down his views 
on such a gTeat que;tion. The hon. member 
seemed to be of opinion that all things should 
be left as they were-tlmt they should not in
troduce more people here, as they would interfere 
\dth the living of those already in the country. 
l'opulntion was es><ential to the prosperity of the 
colony, and how we could get people here with
out prnvicHng increa~ed facilitieH he could not 
see. The expenditure which would be incnrred 
for the new mail service would lJe nothing cmn
Jl"red to the g·ain which would accrue to the 
colony. He could pro\'e that the freights from 
l\Ielhourne and Sydney to Brisbane and the 
northem ports were dearer than the freights 
from England by the Scotti:;h line. The freight 
to Hockhampton o,n<l other northern ports by 
that line ranged from 35s. to 40s. per ton, 
whereas the ordin<try freight from Melbourne 
to Rockhampton was 45s. per ton. \Vith such 
facts before them, hon. members could er~sily 
see what ad vantage the colony would have 
by having a direct service. He denied that 
a;; a rnail service the proposed service was of 
no use. A. recent return :-:;howing the nurnber of 
letters sent hv the different routes indicated that 
the people \Vere not so particultu about their 
letter,; being· a day or two earlier or bter as the 
case might be; because the greatest number of let
ters had beeu sent from Brisbane by the longest 
route. I"ven ifthemaile were delivered two or three 
clays later at Brisbane, it must be remembered th<tt 
the northern ports would derive immense advan
tages ; but if the service did not touch the 
northern ports, the whole colony, with the excep
tion of Brisbane, would stand in just the same 
position as l1efore. If these things were taken 
into consideration, he thought it would be seen 
tlmt this contract g"ve enormous benefits. Some 
hon. gentlemen opposite objected to it on the 
grounds that the subsirly was too large, and that 
the time was too long; but he woulll ask 
was it likely that a large company at home 
would enter into a contmct for a subsidy of 
£55,000 a-year to bring vessels here for two or 
three year,;, and after they had laid out immense 
capital perhaps lose it all? He lookerl upon the 
price as very small indeed, because it would cost 
the whole of the snbsidy-neculy£G0,000for only 
three trips-one out, another back, tmd another 
out-aJl(l there would be twenty-three trips left, 
for which the company got nothing at all, <tncl for 
which they must reimburse themselves by afford
ing every possible facility for trade. They would 
luwe to find lighters and steamers and go to im
mense expense ; and was it likely that they would 
do that for a contract for two or three ye>us? He 
considered the terms of the contract most reason
"ble, and was cert<tin that any hon. gentleman 
who looked it in the face, and who was not 
influenced by prejudice, must come to the con
clusion that the contract would be of enormous 
benefit to the colony. He was satisfied that, as 
the hlm. member for Mitchell had said, if they 
failed to carry this contract they would see much 
heo,rthreaking over it ; and that they would be 
looked upon <ts very foolish to let such a splendid 
chance slip by. They must make themselves 
independent in this mo,tter. The debates in the 
House years ago showed that that was the idea 
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promulgated by hem. gentlemen who were con
sidered liberal men and men of ability and fore
sight. For his own p:nt, he was not only carry
ing out the wishes of his constituents, but his 
own unmistakable convictions, in supporting the 
contract, as he should do to the very end. 

Mr. MAC:B'ARLAKE said, listening to the 
hon. member for JVIitchell, one would almost 
have thought that he (Mr. Morehead) was not a 
citizen of Brisbane or a merchant of Brisbane. 
That hem. member also said some things not very 
gmteful to the ear of a sensitive per,;on, and he 
(::'!Ir. J\facfarlane) hoped it would be a long time 
before they heard such language applied to a 
member of the House who had been in it so many 
years, a.nd against whon1 no one had ever heen 
able to point the finger of reproach. The Go
vernn1ent to-night had received very strong sup
port from the hon. meml1er for l\Iaryborough 
{Mr. King); that support, however, oniy related 
to a mail service. It appeared from the speeches 
of hon. members in various parts of the House, 
and especially on the Government side, that they 
were tied to this particular service, and that 
if they did not take it they could not get another. 
He looked upon the question as '" commercial 
transaction, and held th:>t the Government were 
bound, before entering into an a,gremnent vvith 
any company, to find out what would be the best 
and 1no~t advantageous, route and all concerning 
it. He maintained that the route by the Orient 
line to Sydney, and thence by steamship to 
Brisbane, though not a direct steam service, was 
quite as much a direct service as the one now 
before the House. vVhat difference woul<l it he 
for a merchant in Brisbane to get goods by the 
Orient line 1·id Sydney or by the othe~· route ;urect 
to the Bay and have them then tr;mshipperl to 
Brisbane? There would be tmnshipment in either 
case; but he believed that by the Orient line 
there would he a saving of ten days, and ten 
days to a rnerchnnt was smnething. Therefore 
he said that the Orient service 1·id Sydney would 
be a much superior service to the one proposed 
by the Government. The hon. member for 
:\Iaryborough (Mr. King) said what they were 
concerned about was-was it '" reawnable price, 
and was the colony able to pay that price? He 
(:VIr. Macfarlane) did not think that was the 
point in dispute. He did not believe any mem
ber of the House was opposed to a direct 
mail service. He was not opposed to such a 
service, but he was opposed to a service for eight 
years at nine or nine and a-half knots an hour. 
It would be a great benefit if they coulrl 
get a direct service at a reasonable price and 
for a reasonable time. If they could get 
that, he believed hon. members on the Oppo
sition side of the House would support it; but 
to ask them to support a nine-knot service 
for eight years, seeing the great hnprovmnents 
that were being made in Rtea1u connnunication, 
was most unreasonable on the part of the Gov
ernment. The hon. member for J'darylJorongh 
referred, and the Premier had clone so befo~e, 
to the great amount of goods 'vhich carne to 
Brisbane, not direct, but vi<Z Sydney ; but he 
(:\Ir. ::'!facfarlane) wished hon. members to re
member that all the goods that came to Brisbane 
from Sydney did not come from Sydney mer
chants. They actually came direct from Greilt 
Britain, and were only transhipped at Sydnev 
from the Orient and ·other steamers into th'e 
A.S.X. Company's or the :Melbourne StPamship 
Company's steamers for Brisbane. That was 
almost direct steam communication, and Sydney 
merchants received very little benefit from it 
indeed-simply a small commission for forward
ing the goods from Sydney to Brisbane. The 
~on. member for J\1arylJOrough (J\fr. King), 
m support of the elirect line, mentione,l as a fact 
that the Orient Company and the A. S. N. Com
pany had entered into an agreement for the pur· 

pose of forwarding good.s from Sydney to Bris
bane. Now, supposing this contract were ratified 
and came into effect, would the contractors be 
able to compote with a powerful company like 
the Orient"? They might or might not he, hut 
the fact that the Orient Company had deter
mined to run in opposition to the line pro
posed by the Government struck him as 
being one of the strongest argnn1ent~ against 
entering into this contract. He believed the 
Orient Company would carry goods cheaper, 
and that a very large quantity would be carried 
by them to Sydney and then by the A.S.N. 
Company to Brisbane; and the fact that that 
route would be quicker was one reason why it 
should be supported in preference to the line 
proposed by the Government. The hon. 
gentleman {Mr. King) also stated that the 
freight from Sydney to J\faryborough on 
some goods that had been sent out by the 
Orient line, and transhipped in Sydney, was 
double the freight from London to Sydney. 
The hon. member had got that information 
second-hand, but he (Mr. Macfarlane) would 
give it first-hand. His firm imported goods from 
London by the Orient line, and on the average, 
as nearly as he could say without going into 
figures, the expense from Sydney to Brisbane 
was about one-fourth of the whole cost. 'rhe 
hon. member made it double, but perhaps 
the goods he spoke of were very heavy, un
wieldy articles, requiring a good deal of 
work in transhipment. The hon. member {:Mr. 
King) also referred to the fact that the A.S.l'\. 
Company carrierl goods from Sydney to the 
northern ports of the colony a great deal cheaper 
thm1 from Brisbane to the 1'\ orth ; but if the 
fiovernn1ent had a,ny "savee" in thern at all, 
they would soon prevent that. :Nothing was 
easier than to ruake thern carry goods frorn Bris
bane in preference to carrying them from 
Sydney, or to compel merchants in the north 
to buy heavy goods from Brisbane merchants 
instead of Sydney merchants, and at the 
same time benefit the farmers of the colony. 
How was this to be done? If the Government 
simply increased the duty on hay, potatoes, 
butter, and corn a little heavier than what it 
was, it would act in this way-that merchants 
up north could buy heavy goods, such as those 
he had mentioned, cheaper in Brisbane than in 
Sydney, and consequently they would be shipped 
from Brisbane instead of Sydney. He maintained 
that pottttoes, and hay, and chaff, and other 
heavy goods were far too lightly taxed, and that 
if the taxes on those goods were doubled they 
would soon find the means of employing their 
own ships and bidding defiance to the A.S.N. 
Company, or any other company. He did not 
think there wtts anything more he need refer 
to "t present, but looking· at the matter from a 
business point of view he held that the Opposition 
lmd proved that they had equity on their side, 
and that the country was at their back in stanrl
ing out against the ratification of this rnail 
service. 

Mr. FRASElt said he had listened with a 
great deal of attention to the very able speech 
of the hon. member for Maryborough {Mr. 
King), but he could not agree with the reasons 
or the conclusions of that hon. gentleman. For 
instance, he (JVIr. King) accused hon. members 
on the Opposition side of the House of objecting 
to this mail service because it would benefit the 
pastoral interest. Now, he (Mr. Fraser) believed 
he was justified in saying, on behalf of every 
member of the Opposition, that no such state
ment had been given utterance to since the com
mencement of the rliscussion on this question. 
The Oppo.sition were <juite willing to >1fford 
every facility anrl every help in order, if pos
sible, to establish the much desired object of 
making the frozen-meat business a success ; and 
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he (Mr. Fraser) quite concurred with the re
marks of the hon. member for Ipswich, that if 
£30,000 or £100,000 were required from the 
colony in order to establish the fact whether 
it was :1 succei:!S or not, he \Ya~ prepared, 
as one member, to support that vot.;,. But 
that was a different thing to saddling the 
country with a contract of the kind they were 
now asked to S<mction for a period, not of three 
or five, but of eight years. That wa~ one point 
to which hon. members on his sirle of the Com
mittee must decidedly object. The hon. member 
also drew attention to the fact that, whilst it was 
contended by the Opp<mition that the propo.sed 
contract would be a monopoly, the colony was at 
the present time suffering· from the still greater 
monopoly enjoyed by the A.S.X. Company. 
He (:\lr. Fraser) was not g·oing to dispute that 
fact, but he would ask the hem. member how 
the acceptance of the proposetl contract would 
in the slightest degree affect the monopoly which 
the A.S.N. Company held of our coasting trade. 
The hon. member brought before the Committee, 
in confirmation of his objection to the A.S.N. 
Cmnpany and the present arrangernent:--;, an in
stance furnished to him by one of his own con
stituents in which the charges between Sydney 
and l'vlaryborongh were twice as much a;; between 
London '""d Sydney. There was no ,]oubt that 
that w,;<os a very uncle:;irable r.;tate of things, and 
they should do all in their power to put a stop to 
it; but he (:Mr. Fraser) could bring forward a 
case which would show a conclusion in fayom· of 
shipping goods by the Orient Company-n~mely, 
that a 1nernber of a firrn vvho \Vere large hn
porters of heavy goods, principally iron, told 
him the other day that they had imported 
direct from T,omlon to Brisbane, by the Orient 
Company, 150 tons of gomls which were landed 
in Brisbane at something considerably less than 
the freight now paid by the Government for steel 
rails. That fact showed of what very little 
value, unless they were in possession of all the 
facts connected with it, such an illustration as 
that presented to the Committee that evening by 
the hon. member for :\Iaryborough (Mr. King) 
really was. Another matter to which the hou. 
member referred was the frozen-meat trade, and 
he said that something like 200,000 head of cattle 
woulLl be converted into frozen meat in the course 
of twelve months. On mttking inquiry, he (::\lr. 
Fraser) found that it would be a fair calculation 
to allow three beasts to the ton, and on that cal
culation there would be wmething like GO,OOO 
tons of frozen meat for shipment. i\ow, sup
posing they httd thirteen vessels in the year 
departing frmn the coast, and supposing each 
of those vessels carried 2,000 tons-which 
they would not, as a vessel of 2,500 tons, ant! 
carrying coal, could not; but supposing, for the 
sake of argument, that each vessel took 2,000 tons 
of frozen meat-that would amount only to 
26,000 tons, leaving 3G,OOO tons to be provided for 
by other companies that were not subsidised. It 
was well known that the Orient Company was 
about to largely increase their capital for the pur
pose of extending their operations ; and it 'vas a, 
well-known fact that they were doing the service 
from London to :Melbourne in four days less than 
the P. and 0. Company were doing- it; in fact, 
judging from '" statement lately made l1y lYir. 
l!'awcett in the Houoe of Commons, the Imperial 
(}overunlent regretted having entered into a 
mail contmct with the P. aml 0. Company. 
From the correspondence read by the hon. mem
ber, :i\ir. Dougla,s, tha.t evening: it vvasevident that 
the Premier, when in London, did not do all he 
could to come to an arrangement with the Orient 
Company, and that, hy ]xtying a far less subsidy 
than it was propo~ed to give to thi~ new Hervice, 
the Orient Company might have been incluced to 
send their ships to J\Ioreton Bay. He himself 

believed that so soon as the frozen meat wtts 
found to be a success that company would be 
prepared to come to l\Ioreton Bay without any 
subsidy. He shonlcl be very glad to assist in any 
scheme that would tend to bring to the'e shore,; 
n, large nu1nber of that chtf:,:; of innnigrants with
out which they could not expect the colony to 
prosper. But what encouragement had the Gov
ernment given to that sort of immigTation? They 
had not heard that whilst the Premier was in :Eng
land he had Llone ttnythingto accomplish that much 
to be desired object, and it was to be regretted 
that such shonld have been the case. Hon. 
members had been told that if the contract was 
not a,greed to the colony would becmne nwre and 
more depentlent npon New South \Vales every 
clay, that it would in a short time become 
merely an appendttge of Sycluey, and that its 
n1ercantile connection \YaR ft.tst len.vi11g it ; and 
when the question of the contract was first 
introduced the Premier brought forward statis
tics to show tlmt such was the case. He (::\h. 
YraHer) would, hov;rever, bring forward a few 
figures to show the contrary, and had he known 
that the debate would lmve come on that even
ing he would have been prepared with nwre. 
He found that in Ui7!l, the decrease in imports 
from the L:nited King<lom, as compared with 
the previous year, was £3G,j,273, whilst from 
New South \Vnles there was :m increase of 
£84,342, lmt the total decrease on the shipments 
during 1879, as compared with the previous 
year, was £280,931. It might be supposed that 
Kew South ·wales derived all that benefit, 
whereas all she gained was £80,000. Taking the 
year 1872, thev imported from Sydney £1,424,82!!, 
whilst in 1878 they imported from Kew South 
Wales £1,530,033, or an increase in the imports 
from ::'\ ew South \Vales during a period of six: 
years amounting to £10G,224. Taking the 1J nitet! 
Kingdom, in 1878 they imported £1,181,241); 
whilst in 1872 they imported direct from Great 
Britain £47 4,848, showing an inc1·ea.se of in1ports 
from Great 1:\ritain in six years of £700,401, as 
against an increase frorn N B\V South \V ales of 
.£100,234. Surely, those fig·ures did not show 
that the colony was becoming daily more de
pendent on New South \Vales. They showe,l 
that should the resources of the colony be de
veloped, as there \Vas every reaxon to suppose 
they would, the colony woulLl by its own strength 
become more am! more independent of New 
Sonth \V ales. without any such help as they 
were taught to expect from the proposed service. 
\Vhat he harl referred to was a ntttural inde
pendence, and they wonltl never be independent 
if they had to depend year by year on the advan
tages derived from giving a subsidy such as that 
proposed. He would quote a few more fignres 
in connection with thiH matter. In 11-117 the 
imports froml'\ew South \Vales were £1,0ii0,084, 
and in 1878 £1,031,0:)3, showing a decrease on 
the year's trans>tctions of £449,031; whilst during 
the smne yea,r there vvas an increnHe in the hn
]JOrts from the United Kingdom of £lli,869 ; 
so that there could be no occasion for forcing 
upon the colony " contract like that now 
proposed. Looking at their exports, in 1877 they 
exported to the United KingLlmn £1,201,528, and 
in 1B78 £922,32G, showing tt decrease for the year 
of £27!!,202, bnt in the exports from the colony 
of 1'\ ew South \Y ales there was, for tbe same 
periotl, a Llecrease of £913,784. In cttrrying out 
any arrauge1nent:-; like th(Jf.:ie contained in the 
contract before the Committee, they must llis
continue ail intercolonial con1n1ercin.J intercourse 
and trade ; but that was most undeoirable, 
as however desirable it might be that they 
should export Llirect to Great Britain, it must 
Le remembered that for some of their protluce 
1'\ ew South \V ales and Victoria might bE' their 
]Jest customers, as thev conlcl get a higher 
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price from them for their sugn,rs and other 
produce than in the LolHlon market. vVhy, 
then, shoulrl they desire to semi such pro
ducts to the Lonrlon nmrket, and vYhy slwnlcl 
they regret to fillll that their exports to the 
neighbouring colonie:-; were on the incn-m,se ·: 
\Vhen the debate was last adjournerl, it was pro
posed that the question shrmld ],e rleci<led upon 
its 1nerits, :1nd he lmd no olJjection to that course 
l1eing taken. In the few re1nark8 he had HHMle, 
he had shown tlmt a considemJ,]e ]ll'"]H>rtion of 
the nrgurnentH uRed in fa nmr of the contr[Lct 
would nut !Jear inve,;tis·ation rn· jtmtify the 
C(Jllrse tlwt the _Hon:-;e was now a;-;ke!l to 
pursue. Before sitting down he wi:..;hecl to 
observe that it was no wse telling hon. lllCluber:-> 
from the other si<le "f the Hmme tktt they were 
opposeLl to :1 <lirect 1nail or nlCl'C~Lntile Hervice 
with the '(; nite<l Kingdom. He was satisfied 
that all hon. members on the Opposition 
side of the How-.;e were \'ery <lt:.'"'irouK of see
ing such a service carrie<l oi1, llut they held 
that the Government were not jn:.;tified at the 
pre~ent ti1ne, cmu::.idering the circn1n:->tauces of 
the colony, in hurrying -the contl'act forward. 
Taking into conr-;ideration the iutprovelneutR 
which "'ere taking place in connection \Vith 
stemn Hervices, it wouhl he unwi.~e on the 
part of Padiament to Line\ tlwm:.;cl vcs for 
eight year~ to :1 Rervice such aH thn.t proposC'<l. 
There ww; a thue vdH'n it was Rnf(gested that the 
Orient Company coni<! not C'arry on :.;ucce:.;sfully 
without a subRidy, a1Hl that if a Rubsidy conl<l 
not be obtained their present enterprise would 
fail. Hon. memhcrR, however, had no ri~·ht to 
snppoHe for one nwnwnt thnt the ~ervice of that 
company would l1e di:.;cnntinned. lt would be 
contrary to the epirit of the age, and to the pro
gress and Llevelop1neut of 1nudern thne~, that 
with the improved ap]Jliances the company 
should not be able to successfully and profit
ably carry out the enterprise upon which 
they had entered. In the cour:.;e of :.c few year:.; 
subsidies wonldno douht he <lone away with, or, 
at any rate, very materially reduced in amount. 
\Vhen the hon. the l'remier, the other evening, 
was ~lwwing 'vhat large Rnbsidier; Great Britain 
was giving for her foreign Hervice::;, he waR UHing 
argtunents that coulcl have nu force in this 
coluny. Hon. members would see that if these 
Rubsidies \Vere giYen in the exact ratio which 
the population, tmde, and commerce of <ire:tt 
Britain bore to the population, trade, aml 
commerce of Queenslancl, they would amount 
to millions. On the other hand, it had been 
shown that the Imperial Government were 
contracting their :.;ubsiclisecl services, anrl yet 
hon. members were askerl in the face of all 
that to bind themse!Yes for eight years to a nine
knot service. He hardly thought there would 
be one hon. member in that House who would 
contend, for a moment, that a nine-knot serv-ice 
was not decidedly behind the age. Once l>mmd 
to it the colony could not g·et itself free, but 
would probably have to give an increased Rubsidy 
year after year. Those were the groun<ls upon 
which he would not support this contract. vVith 
all his desire that the colony should be free 
from the influence of Sydney, RO far as its com
mercial connection with the colony was con
cerned, and notwithstanding hiR deRire to 
see a direct serYicc with the Fnitecl King
dom initiated, he felt constrainecl, taking the 
broadest view of the question, in the inte
rests of his constituents, and the colony at 
large, to object to the present contract. Con
siderable capital had been admittedly made out 
of the fact that anything coming from the 
Opposition side of the House was from a Bris
bane point of view. They were chargee[ with 
ignoring the interests of the North entirely. 
He denied that completely. There was not a 

member on his side of the House who did not 
sincerely desire to see equal justice meted out to 
::\' orth and Routh. But was it reasonable that 
two-thinls, if not three-fourths, of the whole of 
the cmHmunity :.;honlcl allow themsel ve, to be 
oveniclrlen l1y one-third or one-fourth'! It 
\YaH not ; and Htwh accusations and charge;:; 
frmn hon. n1mnben; representing northern con
stituencies came with a v-ery bad grace. They 
were continuuJly having xeparation held np 
to thmu to frighten theu1 whenever Rnch qnes
tinu:-; rLs the prer;eut one were being discuRsecl. 
But if such a course of procedure were adop
ted, or attempt" made to do an injustice bo 
the great majority of the popubtion, in the 
intere,;t,; of the smaller portion he ventured to 
:.;ay tlmt the cry for commercial separation was 
nmch more likely to come from the Routh than 
from the North. \V e should not like to see 
it; but it wonlcl he forced upon them. It 
wns a great vity that this que:.;tion should be 
tnn1ecl into :c contention between clifferent parts 
of the colony. It woulcl be much better for the 
whole colony if they acted in harmony and con
cord, and the interests of all classes etudied alike. 
He "as sure they were all anxious to see the 
clifferent interest:.; of the colony working in har
mony. As he harl sai<l before, dealing with the 
<pleRtion upon its 1nerits, and after having con~ 
si<lerell it in the most careful umnner, he could not 
see that the scheme <ts laid before them was such 
as to cmn1nn.ncl hiH ::;upport ; and he would Ray 
ag·ain tlmt this was not the time to by such a 
scheme before them. The contract, as stated, 
was a very onc-siclecl affair. It was a pity that 
the Uovernu1ent had not seen their ,,ra,y to co1ne 
to arraugen1ents with the Orient Cornpany, 
becauHe, according to the telegra1n laid before 
them, there was n. ba:.;is upon which a satisfac
tory ::trrangen1ent coulLl have been con1e to. 
They should not bind themsel ve:.; to a nine-knot 
service for eight years, which, l>y that time, 
would be decidedly hehind the spirit of the age 
and what the circumstance:.; of the colony would 
require. 

Mr. DICKSO~ said he should like to haYe 
heard some an"wer from the Premier in reply to 
the telegram from the Agent-General, which 
had been pulJlished since the last discussion on 
the merits nf the contract, and which had just 
been read by his hon. friend (Mr. Douglas). 
The Orient Conqntny having made an overture 
of that character, it might have been supposed 
that the Premier would have endeavoured to ob
tain an improved offer before dealing with the 
contract which formed the Rnbject of the present 
debate. It looked as though hon. members on 
the :Ministerial side had been actuated during the 
<lehate more by a desire to see a through steam 
service established than by any considerations 
founded upon the actual merits of this particular 
Rervice. He himself held that such a service, if 
one could be obtained adapted to the require
ments of the colony at a reasonable price, would 
be very desirable ; but on analysing this service 
its one-sided character became more and more 
apparent, and none of the objections brought for
ward by members on both sides of the House had 
been replied to. The Opposition had contended 
that this contract which the H onse was asked to 
ratify as an innnigrant service contract was one to 
which that term could not l1e ttpplied, there being 
no :.;tipnlations cmnpelling the contractors to carry 
a single immigrant. On the other hand, the colony 
wal:l bonnd hand and foot, whenever hnmigrants 
were brought out, to give the company the 
first refusal at £16 a-head. There was nothing 
mutual in the arrangement. Had the agreement 
been less one-sided, one of the objections so fre
quently reiterated against the contract would 
have been removed. He believed that it would 
be found desirable to bring out immigrants by a 
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shorter route than was adopted by ordinttry ves· 
sels; but that was no reason, nor had the Pre
mier adduced any reason, why the House should 
assent to such a one-sided clause. The House 
was equally in the dark with reg·ard to the con
tracting parties. They had not ascertained to 
whom the contract was to be assigned. If to the 
British-India Company, the House would feel 
inspired with a certain amount of confidence that 
the conditions of the service would be efficiently 
and punctually carried out. But the House had 
n0 such assurance, nor had they any guarantee 
that after all the discussion that had taken place 
the contract, if agreed to, 1night not rernain a 
dead letter. The contractors would not be bound 
to send a single vessel, because the penalty 
that could be inflicted in case of default could 
never, according to the terms of the con
tract, exceed the portion of the subsidy which 
would be due upon the performance of that 
trip. Such objections as those had not been 
raised for the purpose of prolonging a debate 
-they had arisen from deliberate consider
ation of the contract itself, and they would arise 
in the mind of any reasonable man. They 
ought, therefore, to be fairly met, and if possible 
answered, so that the country would see that the 
objections had been overruled through an ad
ditional amount of information. But now hem. 
members were in exactlY the same position as 
they were when the contr;;,ct was first laid on the 
table; and the only attempt to answer the 
objections urged had been that of the Colonial 
Secretary, when he said that Townsville pos
sessed a steam-lighter which enabled the steamers 
con1ing to that port to discharge with greut 
rapidity. That was probably a fact, hut he con
tended that there were no Government vessels 
there at the present time by means of which the 
in1n1igrants and cargo of an incoming steamer 
could be landed in reasonable time ; and there 
were certainly no such means of transport at 
Cooktown, and the other ports at which the 
steamers of the new proposed line would call. 
The Opposition seemed to be regarded, at all 
events by the Premier, as having no knowledge 
of the subject, and as offering remarks which 
were so unworthy of attention as to need no 
reply. No reply had been made to the just stric
tures of hon. members on the Opposition side, 
and no evidence had been given of the bona fides 
of the Government in dealing with the matter. 
The feeling of dissatisfaction which at present 
existed would never he cleared away until the Gov
ernment showed who were the people with whom 
they were dealing. Quotations from speeches on 
the Torres Straits mail service by Mr. Hemmant 
and other members on the Liberal side of the 
House had been launched at the heads of hon. 
members to-night. He ranked himself amongst 
those members who had approved of the Torres 
Straits service. He believed that in many re
spects such a service was suited to the geo
graphical position of the colony ; and if one with 
a speed equal to that of the competing lines to 
the southern colonies were submitted in such a 
manner that the charge would not be too heavy 
for the means of the colony, and the term limited 
to four or five years, with such other conditions 
as would allow of a fair comparison being insti
tuted between it and the lines subsidised by the 
Rister colonies, then he would withdraw his 
objection, in order that during the period over 
which the contract would extend the service 
might be practically tested. Although he con
sidered that the commercial benefit expected to 
accrue had been over-E'stimated, he would he will
ing that a contract should be entered into as a 
tentative measure, in order to see whether it 
would restore that commercial prosperity which 
had lately been waning, but always provided 
that the colony was not asked to pay too much 

for its whistle. He could only come to the con
clusion that this contract hac! been entered into 
for the benefit of one class only--the pastoral 
interest ; and that its chief merit was the en
couragement which it would give to the estab
lishment of a frozen-meat trade. The pastoral 
leb;;ees, however, said that the service was not 
for their benefit, and no doubt there were hon. 
members on the Ministerial side of the House 
who were sufficiently imlependent to decline 
to assent tu such a scheme merely for the 
purpose of assisting that industry. The service, 
in his opinion, had been introduced by the Gov
ernment with a. view to benefiting and encourag
ing that industry, and he contended, whilst 
ranking himself amongst those who desired to 
see a large frozen-meat trade initiated and carried 
out successfully, that if the service was only 
necessary for that purpose it should be paid for 
by the class who would be most benefited. The 
Jlrernier, when making- his }1-,inancial Btaten1ent, 
had a great opportunity of ren1oving a good deal 
of the objection adYanced against the contract. 
A very small tax on sheep and cattle would have 
raised the sum of £50,000, which he might fairly 
ha Ye devoted to the purpose of carrying out this 
mail contract. Possibly, many hon. memhers 
would then have not found so much to admire in 
it; but, at all events, they would have had the 
credit of sincerity in endeavouring to introduce 
a mail service with a view to benefiting them
selves without inflicting extra taxation upon those 
who would not participate in the benefits arising 
from it. As a postal service he contended it was now 
utterly behind the age, and would be more so in 
the future. As a mercantile service it would not 
benefit any one part of the colony in the manner 
that had been arguetl. As an in1migration ser~ 
vice it was liable to the objection that it Wtts en· 
tirely optional with the contractors to bring out 
immigrants. Then, in what light was it to be re
garded? The only light in which it could Le 
viewed was that it was a scheme to introduce and 
encourage the frozen-meat export trade. They 
had not yet seen that such a trade was even fea
sible. He hoped that it was, but one swallow 
did not make a summer. Before they sub
sidised to the extent of £5fi,OOO per annum for 
a period of eight years a through service which 
was admittedly insufficient for three of their 
main requirements, and only inferentially suffi
cient as a safety-valve for tha frozen-meat 
trade, they ought to be well assured that 
the particular object for which the line was 
to be subsidised was a success, and that their 
circumstances justifier! them in entering into 
the contract. He contended th,;t their cir
cumstances did not warrant them in doing so, 
and that if it was desirable to subsidise the ser
vice, it was incumbent upon the Premier to 
make special provision, by an assesBment on the 
class who would he benefited by it, for the 
cost of maintaining a service which, regarded 
in any other view, was entirely unnecesary. 
He chiefly, however, contended that the Gov
ernment had not removed the very valid 
objections which the Opposition had urged 
against the proposed service, and that the House 
was entitled to know who the parties were who 
would ultimately have to administer the contract. 
He was also of opinion, as he had said before, 
that in view of the largeness of the contract and 
of the importance attached to it by some com
munities, it was only reasonable to have the 
Engineer of Harbours ancl Rivers examined at 
the bar of the House, so that hem. memberH 
might know with some certainty when the 
contractors' steamers would he able to come up 
the Brisbane and Fitzroy Hivers. He hoped 
that before they went to a division the Premier 
would be induced to explain why the carrying of 
immigrants was made optional, and also be able 
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to say that he had fully ascertained who would 
be the parties who would carry out the contract 
during its currency. 

Mr. ATWHEU said he shouhl fancy that 
hardly anythmg had been discussetl more fully 
than the unfortunate mail contract. Still he was 
not going to allo\v Rmne staternents Inad~ by the 
last speaker to pass uncontradicted. The la't 
speaker and his colleague, the learned member 
for Enoggem, had both harped on the same 
string that the contract was simply a squatter;;' 
affair. The learned rnernber for J~noggera had 
said that nobody could deny that. But he (Mr. 
Archer) did deny that it was in any case a sqmtt
ters' question, and he would add that the squatters 
w_ere prep::cred to carry on the freezing and ship
pmg of meat at their own expense. If they 
were going to carry on an extensive frozen-1neat 
trade, the tweh·e steamers which would leave 
every ye:tr would be a mere fleabite. There" as 
one 1nan at Rockha.n1pton whoRe operationR 
were sufficiently extensive, if he \Vent in largely 
for shippinrn to employ that number of vesseh 
himself. 'J.'he frozen-meat trade was not to 
be carried on in twelve vessels a year, but in 
vessels leaving weekly or perhaps daily, so 
that it was a perfect absnrdity to suppme 
that the contract was a matter chiefly con-
cerning the squatters. Supposing, however, 
that it did enrich them very much, what would 
the effect be upon the general community, and 
more especially the class which they were anxious 
to establish-the selectors. It would immetli
ately double the value of stock in the colonv. 
X ot long ago a selector aslced him to buy J:i'is 
young store cattle, and he declined. The man 
said-" It is very hard. I can't sell to anybody. 
Two years ag·o your brother bought all my young 
stores and gave me the largest cheque that I ever 
got." He (Mr. Archer) replied that his brother 
conld do so because he could sell his fats at the 
time, but at present he could not get rid of his fats, 
and, therefore, could not be a purchaser of store 
cattle. Did any man mean to tell him that 
what would double the value of cattle would 
not be a benefit to every part of the colony ? 
.But if the frozen-meat trade was to be confined 
to twelve vessels a-year, they hat! better put the 
notion out of the way than have anything to do 
with ip. The learned 1nen1ber for Enoggera, in 
pumpmg from the bottom of his inner consciuus
ne;ss reasons to nrge against the contract, had 
smd that the northern ports were favourable to 
the service principally because it would be the 
1neans of bringing a lot of Chinamen frotn Sin(•'aM 
pore and Batavia. For a moment he was ast~n
ished by the argument, and thought to himself, 
vVhat idea has the hon. member of those places? 
-does he think they are places where China
men grow, and from which they are ex
ported ? The colony had direct communication 
with China now, but their repressive legislation 
had been quite sufficient to stop Chinese immi
gration-in fact, the Chinese population in the 
colony was diminishing; and yet hon. members 
were asked to suppose that the service would 
supply the colony with an enormous amount of 
new Chinese. The idea was absurd, but not a 
bit more so than the argument of the senior 
member for :Enoggera that twelve steamers 
a-year could be of material advantage to the 
frozen-meat trade. It had been also urged 
that by entering into the contract they 
would be forming a monovoly. Did anyone 
suppose that the steam trade to Sydney 
would have attained the dimensions that it 
had. if __ New South \Vale,, had not begun by 
subs1d!smg steamers, and was it not a fact that 
the subsidy paid to the P. and 0. Company ha<l 
opened up a trade which had induced other 
comvanies to enter into competition with them? 
He was not going to m~:~ke a long speech at that 

late hour, but wished simply to say that the 
many figures adduced by the member for South 
Brisbane proved to him the very opposite idett 
that the hon. member ha<l attempterl to estab
li,h. If the hon. memller had carried his in
quiries further he wonlcl have found that the 
quantity of wool shipped from Queenslanrl 
to Sydney had risen enormously <luring· the 
last two years, and that, in fact, the direct 
shipping trade of Queensland with England was 
dintinishiug. lf their ruerchanb; were to be 
the 1uerclmnts of the colony they must do 
the trade lJy steamer, and until it was proYed by 
theutsel veR that steanter:::> ruight cmue to thei'r 
har!>ours, get loaded, and be quickly despatched, 
no rndepen<lent cmnpany "·oul(l send it::; stearnel"'l 
to trade \dth the colony. It was no use talkiw·· 
about the Orient Co. They did not want such ~ 
service aH the c<nnpany could give ;-if the 
steamers were to call at Sydney aml the othe1· 
interruediate places llefore cmning to (l11eensland, 
the service would be unfit for every purpose that 
they wished to secure. 'rhe maib would simply 
be l1rought to Bl'isbane, and every northern pm:t 
would be left untouched. They wanted to 
establish a direct trade from every town in the 
colony, and to employ the'mcrchants in Queens
land as importers of the goods that they re
quired. But so long aH the ves~els can1e to 
Brisbane am] stopped there this would not be 
possible; and besides, he could not understamlhow 
any Rrislmne rnan could urge such a proposition. 
At all events, they must see that any line of 
steamers sulmiclised must er,ll at every port of 
the colony. It w'"" a great misfortune that Bris
bane was situated, as it were, on the borders of 
K ew South \V ales, which made it necessary that 
Brisbane should not be the only place visited. 
A good deal hml been s"id by the hrm. 
rnernber for 1Iaryborough as to its being injll~ 
diciouh for a young country to u::;e its own capital 
in establishing shipping when a wealthy country 
like :Englaml could do it. But in asking that 
the contract should be ratified they were asking 
English capital to establish the trade. Anyone 
who had been down the Retl Sea, aml followe<l 
the route through Torres Straits, would admit 
that the proposed route was certainly the route 
for Queenslaml. :From Thursday Island down 
to Brisbane was a part of the world that in a 
few years would be visited by an amount 
of shipping that would astonish hon. members. 
Before tlmt time came they must divert the trade 
from Sydney and establish it in the colony. 
With regard to the route through the Red Sea, 
the hon. member (:i\Ir. Douglas) said that a good 
rnany troopH died going through the Red Sea. 
He admitted that was the case with invalitled 
troops returning from India, but dicl not think 
the hon. member could hring forward statistic" 
to prove that deaths occurred in the crowded 
troopships going out. 

Mr. DOUGLAS: The :French am] the Dutch 
have lost a gootlmany. 

Mr. AHCHEE said the French and the 
Dutch crammed their vessels in such a way that 
their troops were bouml to die ; but he had not 
heard of ]~nglish troops dying on their vvay out, 
though there were 100 I~nglish going through 
the Heel Sea for every Dutchman or Frenchman. 
The deaths generally occnrrecl among invalided 
troops and sick women aml childen, who had 
left India because they could no longer Jive 
there. He believed the route, proper·ly managed, 
would be found better th'm any other existing 
route. Before sitting down, he 'voulcl give a 
hit of advice to those who opposed the contract. 
He would arlvise them immediatdy to stop 
all harbour amlriver imlJrovements, to vote that 
the dry dock be tilled with water, and that a 
,stop be put to ever,ything that would tend to 
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make Brisbane a great commercial port. Why 
should they bother themselves with those things 
when they would not bring vessels to the colony? 
Everyone would agree that unless innucements 
were first held out ships wouln not come. 
Very _likely, when the Orient line was fairly 
established and had made themselves actually 
necessary to the neighbouring colony, they, too, 
would be subsidised; ann Queensland should not, 
any more than Sydney, expect to get trade with
out paying for it. They would be bound to 
Sydney, and less and less likely to free them
selves from the bonds unless they made the pro
posed contract ; for all they sent to Sydney for 
transhipment entailed a direct loss on the Queens
land merchants. He hoped that the establish
ment of a direct trade with England would be 
the means of reviving the trade of Brisbane. If 
hon. members were really anxious to make Bris
bane a port which might at some future cla.y rival, 
or appear to rival, Sydney, they wouln certainly 
encourage the mail contract which made Brisbane 
the terminus. 

Mr. GRH'FITH said that when the hon. 
member for ~lackall ~ose they generally got 
some valuable mformatwn on the subject before 
the House, and they had now discovered that the 
proposed line would be perfectly valueless for the 
meat trade. He hoped the Government were 
thankful for the light the hon. member had 
thrown on the subject. \Vhat remaining excuse 
was there for voting the contract, seeing that it 
would not develop the frozen-meat trade ? As a 
postal service it was not attempted to be defended 
because it would only accelerate the mails of th~ 
ports of the colony north of Rockhampton, the 
postal communication of which was less than 
one-seventh that of the whole colony, according 
to the statistics laid on the table by the Govern
ment a week or two ago. It was not an immi
gration service; for there was nothing in the 
contract which bound the contractors to take 
immigrants. Then wlutt was it? If it was not 
a. postal service, not an immigration SPrvice, not 
a frozen-meat service, what remained? The 
hon. member for Blackall said that no direct 
trade of the kind would be of any use unless the 
steamers were to call at all the ports along the 
coast. If the ships were going to call at all 
the ports it would not be a mail service, and they 
must start on a new basis. \V ere they justified 
in trying the experiment of subsidising a merchant 
line of steamers? That was all that remained : 
and it was quite clear the thing must come to 
that. The more the matter was discussed the 
more fallacious were the arguments in its favour 
found to be. The hon. gentleman (Mr. Archer) 
was kind enough to intimate that the people of 
Brisbane did not know their own business. 
The solicitude of the members for Leichhardt and 
Blackall regarding the welfare of Brisbane was 
most gratifying ; and if they could believe it 
was all sincere, what a lot of fools the people 
in the South must be to protest against the 
benefits the Government were trying to lavish 
on them! They must be the blinclest of all men ! 
How was it they were all such fools that they 
could not see the immense benefits that would 
accrue from subsidising the line of steamers ! 
He was inclined to think they did not see what 
advantage would be derived from the proposed 
monopoly, and would probably prefer to be al
lowed to mind their own business in their own 
way. He should like to hear the answer to the 
question that was asked at an earlier period 
of the debate, viz., "Can 2,000-ton steamers 
get into the dry-clocl{ ?" If they could not, he 
failed to see the use of deepening the river and 
finishing the dry-clock if this contract was ap
proved. 'l'he Government really owecl the Com
mittee a fresh departure. They ought to jus
tify entering into a contract subsidising a line of 
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merchant steamers, and they ought to give 
any information in their power. The Premier 
seemed to be in the secrets of the promoters 
of the company, because he suggested that 
Queensland was going to be part of its name. 
They might infer from that that the company 
was to called the "Queensland Company," or it 
might be "The Eastern and Queensland Frozen 
Meat Carrying Company," or the "Queensland 
and Great Britain Steam Navigation Com
pany," or any other name. If the Premier knew 
that Queensland was to be part ofthetitlehe might 
tell the Committee the whole of its name ; and, 
having told the name, he might tell where he 
got his information and how he knew so much 
about the company. If he would give that in
formation it would assist hon. members to form 
an opinion as to who the new contractors were 
likely to be. It was no use now to sa,y that the 
contract was to be carried out by the British
India Company or by the Netherlands Company, 
because they knew it was not. A new company 
wa" to be formed, and there was a stipulation 
binding the Government to transfer the contract 
to it. Hon. members opposite had no doubt 
been told it was not so, but if they looked at 
the contract they would find that it was so. It 
was true that the present contractors were bound 
to take a substantial share in the new company. 
He need not point out that five minutes after
warns they might assign their shares. He hoped 
the Premier would tell what he knew about the 
company, as he was very anxious to know who 
they were. They had heard a great deal lately 
that should make them scrutinize contracts 
very closely, and this was why the Committee 
and the country would be very glad to know 
who were the contractors. There were many 
other arguments used during the evening, but 
he would take his stand upon the fact that 
the service was now confessedly a merchant ser
vice. Before he sat clown he would call atten
tion to the statistics laid on the table the other 
clay, relative to the number of letters carried from 
the different parts of the colony. During twelve 
months, emling 30th June last, the total number 
of foreign letters carried from the colony by mail 
steamers by all the lines was 142,354; that was ex
clusive of the letters from Thursday Island, which 
numbered about 200. Of that total the number 
carried from all ports north of Cape Palmerston 
was 19,228, orless than one-seventh of the whole. 
That was from ports north of Cape Palmerston. 
He had chosen that point, because it was clear 
that for all places south of Rockhampton any 
other line of steamers would be better as a matl 
route, and for Rockhampton itself any other line 
would be quite as good and a little better. For 
the first six months of this year the total number 
of foreign letters from the colony was 68,615, of 
which the total number from ports north of Cape 
Palrnerston was 10,018, or just over one-seventh. 
That was the proportion of the correspondence 
of the colony to which that line would be of 
any use as a postal service. It was no doubt 
desirable, if practicable, to keep open the Torres 
Straits route, but he was certain that the people 
of the north, notwithstanding the continual 
efforts made to induce them to believe that 
there was an antagonism in this part of the 
colony against them, were not so unreasonable as 
to desire the colony at large to be taxed for a 
service which would be of comparatively little 
use to them, and of no use whatever to anybody 
else. There was no earthly reason why the 
South should be jealous of the North. The South 
was glad to have the northern parts of the 
colony attached to it ; it derived a considerable 
revenue from them, and why there "hould be 
any jmtlousy on the part of the south he 
could not understand. It was not likely 
that Bowen or Townsville could ever compete 
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with Brisbane for the trade of the interior, and 
certainly Brisbane had no wish to interfere with 
the trade of those places. The attempt to set 
north against south was a falln.cy which must 
soon be exposed, and when the people in the 
north found thn.t they hn.d been deluded they 
would not be too well plen.sed with those who 
had deluded them. He had omitted to mention 
that the number of letters from Rockhampton 
was somewhat less than that from the northern 
ports, being for last year 17,357 as against 
19,228, and for the first six months of the pre
sent year 9,277 n.s against 10,018. As a jJostal 
route the line would be of no use to six-sevenths 
of the colony ; and it was not an immigration 
service; and as a frozen-meat service it would be 
useless. What justification, then, was there for 
it? If they left the trade n.lone plenty of ships 
would come here suited to the harbours of the 
colony. The statistics given by the hon. mem
ber (Mr. Fraser} showed that our trade had been 
developing during several yen.rs pn.st, and that 
the falling off last year was mainly in conse
quence of the general depression that prevailed 
all over the world. As the tmde of the colony 
increased so would its direct shipping, and if 
they went on improving their harbour and rivers 
they would soon have plenty of ships to cn.rry their 
produce home. When the froY-en-meat trade was 
established, it would not be by means of a 
subsiclised line of steamers, but by sten.mers 
that came here because it paid them to do so ; 
and they would return to Engbnd by whichever 
route they found most pmcticn.ble-and he ques
tioned very much whether that would be L'ico 
'rorres Straits. But the question was, whether 
in the present circumstn.nces of the colony they 
were justified in binding themselves to subsidise 
a line of stemners for a period of eight years ; 
and the only argument addressed to that point 
was that unless they did so the colony would lose 
its direct trade with England. It would cer
tainly ref[uire better arguments than those used 
hitherto to induce a colony which wn.s certainly 
not well off to enter upon whn.t the Colonial Secre
tary called n. speculation. Thehon. gentleman em
ployed the n.nalogy of a man who, when he was 
hard up, must enter into a speculn.tion to retrieve 
himself. He (Mr. Griffith) had his own opinion 
about the morality of speculations of thn.t kind, 
for it was speculating with other people's money, 
and, under the old insolvency hnvs, if a specula
tion of that kind did not succeed the specubtor 
was punished for dishonesty. He did not like 
the idea of a country in difficulties speculating in 
that way. When they undertook expenditure 
they ought to be· in a position to meet it, but in 
the present case no proposition hml been made 
as to how the cost of the service was to be met. 
'rhe objections to the contract seemed to increase 
every day the discussion lasted-the more it was 
considered the more rotten it seemed. Before 
going further they were entitled to be placed in 
possession of all the infnrmn.tion the Government 
had on the subject. 

The PREMIER said the ground taken up by 
the hon. member (:Mr. Griffith) had heen tra
versed over and over again. The hon. gentle
man had repeatedly chamcterised it as a frozen
meat service, and had appealed n.gainst it to the 
people outside on the ground that the Govern
ment side were pressing it for their own interests. 
To-night the hon. gentleman hn.d sneered at it 
as a frozen-meat service. But the h<m. member 
(:Mr. Archer) had given him a complete answer 
by showing that one ]Jutcher exported as much 
meat as all the twelve steamers could take away 
in a year. They could not, therefore, be pressing 
it for their own interests. There could not be 
n. more conclusive n.rgument. And then the 
hon. gentlenmn cut the ground from under his 
own feet by saying that it was not a frozen-meat 

service, nor a postn.l service. As to its not being 
a postal service he (the Premier) hat! shown 
throughout that it was not only a postal senico, 
but the most ctlicient that, umler the circum
stanceo, they could have. lt was equal to the 
San }1-,ranciseo route or the J:l. and 0. route for 
Brislmne n.lonc. By the terms of the contract 
the ditference in time wtts only two days, am! he 
hn.d no doubt the service wuuld be performed in 
e:mctly the same time. K ot only would it be as 
speedy, but the fre<juent transhipments would 
Le <-tvoicled, and the chances of contingencies 
would nut.ke it a rnore certain nwrt.nH of connnu
nication. ~Further north, as a 1nail service, it 
was better than cwy other route. The hon. 
gentleman then said it was not ttn immigrn.tion 
service, because the contractors were not bound to 
carry immigrants. It was impossible to tell, six 
months beforehand, whether the colony would 
want iunnigrants. The firHt thing the present 
:Ministry did on coming into ollice was to stop 
immigration completely, simply because times 
lmd changed n.nd they did not know what 
to do with the innuigmpts. The bargain made 
was, that if there were innnigra.nt~ the 
company lmd to take them, and if the sen·ice 
did not :-:;nit a,s ::t.n iunuigr:1tion service the 
GoYermnent hn.d the power tu dispense with it 
n.ltogethcr. He believed that as an iunnigt·tttion 
service it woulLl lle a succc:;s, am!, if the route die! 
not suit, the agreenwut in that particular eunld 
be broken off. As to the vossibility of the com
pcmy decliuing to ttekc iunni;;Tants >tt £ l6 per 
hen.cl, he hmlno doubt they were prepared to take 
asnmnya" the CovermnentlikeLl; ctml the bet tk1t 
they were 1naldng arrangmneut:-; for inunigrauts 
in the ships they proposed to build wn.s sufficient 
to g-uarantee their good faith in that resvect. 
1-[aviug, in this quiet \V.J,y, \vipcd out the 111ail 
ccntraet as a. pm;tal or iun11igratiun ~erviee, the 
hon. member st1id that nothing rentaincd but the 
contention tlutt the contmct amounted tu a sub
sidy of £5:),000 a-year for a mercantile service. 
l{e would hnve no hesitation in defending even 
such a service as tlmt, for it wou!tl pay the colony 
well to subsidise it even though we derived uo 
advn.ntage from it t\S t\ postal route. But he h:1cl 
put the matter clec1rly ]Jcfore the Hom,c. He 
assured the House that the postc1l l]):ttter, 
in its present bulk, wuu!Ll cost us ±;] G,OOO if 
sent by the l'. mtd 0. Oompn.ny now. '1\ddng 
the same ratio of increase in the next eight 
years n.s they had hn.t! in the vast eight years, 
then the avemge cost of the whole wou!tl 
be £2G,OOO, and, deducting· that amount from 
£55,000, they were left £30,000. The question 
which remained was whether a mercantile ser
vice was worth that mnount per annum. He 
held that it was, and innumeraLle arguments 
could be brought forward front tlutt side of the 
House to prove that he was right. The hon. 
nlCrnber see1ned to regard it as a very light 
matter. He said, " Let trade increase here, 
mul we shall get ships to come." If once tratle 
left Brisbane, it wonhl not return in a hurry. 
rrhe hon, lll8lll1Jer a] so said he Kn,\V 110 Hign of de
cadence in the shipping tra<lc of Brislmne. Had 
the hon. member been blind for the past twelve 
months? Did he not see their empty wharves? 
Die! he nnt perceive that their trade was going to 
Sydney? He knew perfectly well that it was. 
'l'he stn.tistics he quotecl a few nights ago proved 
that the direct export trade to England was de
creasing. The more clirect exports decreased 
the more clifficult it wets to load ships. · It 
followe<l that the longer ships wn.ited to he 
filled the more wonltl be chm·ged for their 
freights ; and that more tntde would be diverted 
wherever quick clespatch was offered. 'l'his 
<liversion nf tmde from Brisbane had been 
going on for some time, ,md he vcnturecl to pre
dict that if it were allowed to continue there 
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would be in the course of the next two years 
as little home shipping from this port as there 
was from Eockhampton or Townsville. The 
propoc;ed c;teu,m service would counteract this 
diversion, because those who wished their ex
ports to reach Enghmrl. quickly would have all 
facilities for export~ttion by fttst stemners, ttnd 
would give instl'uctions for their goods to be 
shipped from Brisbane tu the home countl'y 
<lirect. The bet of Bl'i,sbane being " centml 
depot for shipment tu the home country would be 
n great adv,mtage nut only to steamers, but to 
sailing f:ihips, because squatters would give 
general instructions for direct shipment. \Vhat 
would be the immediate effect ? :So far from the 
proposed service being a monopoly, one of his 
main reasons for proposing it was that it would 
stimulate due nnd healthy competition in direct 
trade between the Austmlbn colonies <end Gl'eat 
Britain. If once their trade were cli verted to 
Sydney there would be no competition <>t all. 
\Vhat he sttid was proved lJy the fact that since 
trade had been diverted from different ports to 
:Sydney steam freights lmd risen over 25 per cent. 
lncn",tse of freight to Sydney ships meant so 
much out of the pockets of the exportol's of this 
colony. The hon. member harped upon the old 
string, and desired to know who Wcl'e the people 
with whom the contract had been made. There 
w::t.s not the ,slightest doubt tlmt the contract 
was with the whole power and anthority of the 
British-India Coml"'ny. The hon. member know 
that it would be impossible during the short 
tilne he kpent in ]i~ngLtnLl to organi~e a conl
pa.ny. The whole of hiR arntng·mnents were 
earried on with the British-India Comp<my-in 
the India of!ice, with all the of!lcials of the com
p<tny and of the Netherlands-India Company. 
He took ns signatories, not the whole, but as many 
ad he considorc<l necessary, of the iuiiuential1uen 
in the comp~mies as security to the queensland 
Government, that they wm!ld carry ont the con
tract. He had the nmnes of the chairmen of the 
two companies; every name in the list, in fact, 
represented either a chairrnan, :JJ director, or a, 

rnana.ger. 
l\Ir. GRIJfJ<'ITH: Gray, Dmves, :md Com

pany. 
The PREJ\IIEll said they were the managers 

of the British-Tndb Cmnpmw in London. He 
had explained that to the House ; but, like the 
hon. memher for Enoggera, he thought it useless 
to reiterate what he had said over :md over 
again. The only fresh argument he had hc:u·d 
wns that used by the hon. memlJer for l\Im-y
borough (1\Ir. Doughs) in reference to the 
telegrmn of the i\.gent-Gcneral, exr)laining the 
nature of the negotiations with the Orient 
Compnny. 'l'he arg-nrncnt amounted to this
that the Premier promised to call again, but 
did not. The inference wns, that if the :Premier 
lmd caller! again he might lmve l>een alJle 
to enter into a satisftcctory ~urangement with 
the company. He had alre<trl.y given a 
th1 1I'ough (Yxphtnn,iion of these negotiations, and 
hon. members could perceive that there was 
not the slightest hope of such arrangement, 
because the only basis upon which the company 
would negotiate was this-th~ct they were to 
bring out immigrants, :mrl. tluct the terminus was 
to be Sydney, connected with Brislmne hy a 
local line. They woul<l not vromise to put on a 
connecting line thmnsel \'8,..,, but l)l'Oiuised rnenn
while to work with the A.:S.l'r. Compa,ny. He, 
of course, could not consent to those proposals. 
\Vhy should he, when it woulddefe<>t the objects 
he had in view? He considered it of essential 
importance that they should have le direct line 
between Brisbane aml the home country. The 
proposal of the company with regard to postal 
matter was this that they-and especially if this 
colony could make some arrangement with the 

New South 'Vales Government-were willing 
to enter into an agreement to run the mails. 
He had <tlready explained to the House, at 
some length, that there was little hope of an 
ttrmngcment of that sort. He considered that 
there was small necessity for him to go into 
that matter, because they could <tt the present 
time pass their letters through the Orient line <tnd 
derive the whole advantage of it at a lower rate 
than he could secure by contmct. l\ioreover, 
the small subsidy they would give the company 
for postal matter would not be sufficient to 
induce them to bind themselves to regularity. 
Seeing that there was no likelihood of a satis
factory arrangement, he did not call and see 
the company again; but as far as the com
pany was concerned the negotiation was at 
an end because they would not entertain the 
propositions he advanced. The proposals of 
the company were substantially embodied in 
the telegram which had been read by the 
hon. member for l\laryborough (Mr. Doughs), 
and hon. members would see that he would 
not have been justified in entering· into a con
tract of that sort. Throughout the whole of 
his speech the hon. member for North Brisbane 
left it to be inferred that there was something 
beneath the surfnce which he would like to get 
at. The hon. member wanted to know who was 
going to make the profit out of the contract. He 
Jmd ltlrendy sai<l thttt he thoroughly believed the 
contract to he entered into with the whole 
strength and influence of the two companies 
named. No rl.oubt they would make the line a 
lJranch and call it by a different mtme. :Everyone 
knew the steps he httd t~1ken to secure suitable 
offers. The ide~t of selling to anyone at" profit was 
ttn "bstmlity. He "dvertised in all the important 
pnpers in Eng·land, :Scotland, and :France, and 
the 1Jest offer he had was from Law nncl Com
pany. Their tender was for 1,200-ton ships <tt 
£fi0,000 per annum, with conditions <>s to immi
grants which it was iiillJOssilJle for hin1 to guaran .. 
tee. If he did not believe that the contract was 
as good as a contract with the British-India 
Compm1y themselves-and he took three names 
to be as good as the names of the whole com
pu,ny-he would never have brought it before 
the Honse. 'J'he proposition of the hon. member 
for 1\Iaryborong-h was a n1ost astonishing one. 
The hon. member advocated a service vi<Z the 
Cape of Good Hope-a long sea voynge-with 
Brisbane for the terminus, and the home route 
vid 'l'orres Straits. If the people to the north of 
Brisbmte were not to tlerive any ttdvantage from 
the proposed line, as far as importation was con
cerned, it was hal"d to see the advantage which 
would accrue to them under the hon. member's 
proposal. 'l'he whole proposition, too, was based 
upon a fallacy which the hon. member, with his 
knowledge of immigration, should httvc dis· 
covered. Before they could induce a company 
to put on steamers they nnmt guarantee immi· 
grants, aurl. that was precisely what they could not 
do. They coulcl not make an arrangement 
in this particular with eithe1· steam or sailing 
ships, because they did not know, from week to 
week, or month to month, what their wants would 
be. It was possible that they might be in such " 
prosperous condition a few years hence as to be 
ahle to guarantee a steady stream of immigra
tion ; but that was not the position of the colony 
when he was in London, and they were not in 
a much better position at the present time. 
He had now been over most of the main points 
that had been left open by the hon. member. 
l\fost of them had been referred to before, <tnd 
had been answered by himself, and answered in 
addition to thnt by at least two other members 
of the Ministry; so that he could now safely say 
that there was not a single thing that had not 
been answered at length before. He had no in-



476 Mail Contract. [ASSEMBLY.] Mail Contract. 

formation further to give, and he was quite sure 
that hon. members did not ask for it ; for he had 
been in the House for the past five weeks 
prepared to give it, and no one had requested 
it. 

Mr. RUTLEDGE said he did not intend 
to say much on the present occasion. So 
much had been said, and such exhaustive argu
ments had been used, that he did not think he 
was called upon to say anything more than 
had been said. He rose, however, to call atten
tion to a statement he made in a speech deli
vered by himself when the subject was before the 
House a few weeks ago, to the effect that he 
believed the Government had ignored the fact 
that the present was an age of progress, and 
that before the expiration of eight years such 
a high rate of speed might be attained by 
large ocean-going vessels that a service like 
that now proposed would be altogether in
adequate and useless. He found in the 
Sydney Moming Hemld of the 7th August a 
paragraph headed "Monarchs of the Sea," which 
described some large steamers in course of 
construction-one, the "City of Rome," by the 
Inman line, being constructed at Barrow-in
J:<'urness, and another by the Cunard line, at 
Glasgow, both of which were expected to attain 
the great speed of 18;! knots. He had no doubt 
that those vessels were the forerunners of a fleet 
of similar vessels which would be afloat before 
much time had elapsed ; at any rate, in all pro
bability, long before the proposed contract could 
expire there would be steamers on the ocean 
running at a speed from 18 to 20 knots an hour. 
·with such a prospect as that, was the 
colony going to bind itself hard and fast to 
a 9-knot service for eight years ? It had 
been stated that they were anxious to develop 
the commercial interests of the colony, but he 
could not see how that would be promoted by 
entering into a contract for a through service 
that was to furnish such a speed. If the con
tract were a merely tentative provision for two 
or three years they might not object, but it 
would be prejudicial to the interests of the colony 
in all particulars if they were bound to a service 
with so slow a maximum rate of speed. The 
member for Blackall had misunderstood him 
when he referred to him (Mr. Rutledge) as using 
the argument that the line ought to be protested 
against because it would encourage the Chinese 
to come here in still greater numbers. His 
argument was that when the present E. and A. 
Company now performing the mail service 
dropped, as it would if the subsidy were discon
tinued, there would not be the same prospect 
of continuing the trade with China which was 
provided for under the contract. One of the 
provisions was that such facilities should be 
given, and he therefore maintained that one of 
the necessary results of entering into the con
tract would be to maintain and develop the 
trade with China, and would secure a continuous 
stream of Chinese to the shores of the colony. 
Members were pretty well agreed that the ser
vice would be promotive of the well-being of 
pastoral tenants, who would be primarily bene
fited-not, perhaps, by the quantity of meat that 
would be exported so much as by the fact that 
the experiment would be tried at the expense of 
the colony. His objection was that the contract 
would be used as a test as to whether the frozen
meat trade could be made a practicable one. The 
Premier in his opening speech had said that one 
of the beneficial results would be that'the frozen
meat trade would be developed. According to 
the hon. member for Blackall, it now appeared 
that the trade would be in active operation before 
the service was in existence, ,-,.nd therefore that 
ground disappeared. The plea of facilities afforded 
as a postal service had disappeared also, and, as 

he could not now see any ground that was ten
able, uothing remained to be said in its favour. 
The opposition shown by many members was 
sincere, and indeed some objected to the scheme 
on the Government benches. He hoped that the 
contract would before now have been withdrawn 
altogether, and tlmt even now the Government 
would see that it was their duty to withdraw it, 
and not press it on the Opposition, which on that 
matter was more united titan he had ever known 
it since he had been in the House. 

The HoN. G. THORN said he was not going 
to take up much time. A great Lleal had been 
said by the hon. member for Blackall, and also 
by the member for the Mitchell, who had hit 
out all round that night about the contract. He 
should like to hear the views of many hon. 
members on the contract; otherwise he should 
be compelled to move the Chairman out of the 
chair. He was determined to oppose the con
tract and the granting of the £35,000 to the 
very death. The Premier had not condescended 
to answer the rtnestion asked by him several 
times, as to whether he prevented tenders from 
being called by stating at home that none 
would be accepted, and until it was answered 
he was not prepared to allow busineso to be 
done. 

'l'he PREMIER said he was quite prepared to 
go to a division now. 

Mr. AMHUEST said he should like to know 
whether the Opposition were stonewalling or 
not. If they had a little more patience they 
rnight con1e to a divii::iion no\v, for it 'var:; quite 
possible that the Opposition otherwise would to
morrow in the most barefaced way accuse them 
of preventing the division. 

Mr. THOEN pressed for an answer to his 
question-whether a member of a certain firm in 
London had, from information given by the 
Premier, promulgated in certain circles that it 
was not the intention to accept any of the 
tenders, as they were only called as a blind. 

Mr. GRIJ:<'FITH: I wish to say again that I 
am not prepared to go to a cli vision. 

The PREMIEH : If the hon. member wishes 
the business to be carried on he had better say 
how far he is prepared to carry on the discussion, 
and intimate when it is likely that he will be 
ready to go to a division. 

Mr. GEIFFITH: I will give the hon. gentle
man a definite answer to-morrow after I have 
had an opportunity of consulting my party. 

Mr. MOHEHEAD said that the hon. member 
has his party behind him now, and why not 
consult them at once? Surely he had all the riff
raff about him at present. 

l\fr. P A TEES ON said that there were several 
hon. members who were surprised at the discus
sion arising on this evening. He should like to 
speak on the question, but he would not attempt 
to do so at such an advanced hour of the night. 
He was anxious to see the business going on, but 
in all fairness he would ask the Premier to con
sent to the postponement of the debate till to
Inorrow. 

Mr. L U:MLEY HILL said th€ Opposition 
represented that they did not want to stonewall, 
but they were doing it. They had not ad
vanced a fresh argument to-night ; they saw 
how decidedly the opinion of the majority 
was against them, and they ought to be con
tent to record their opinion against it. The 
subject had been fairly and openly discussed, but 
if the leader of the Opposition would give the 
House an assurance tluct his party would be 
willing to go to a, division to-nwrrow night, he 
(Mr. Hill) would recommend the Premier to 
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consent to an adjournment, because the chances 
were that a division would be taken early. 

l'ilr. MORJ~READ thought it was absurd 
for the hon. member for Itockhampton to ask 
for an adjournment. He ought to have come 
earlier, so that he could have made his speech 
at a r<"ilsonable hour. The question had been 
debated in the House, and had been dmtlt with 
by the Press, until it was threadbare, and 
there ought to be no further delay in coming 
to a decision. 

Mr. AMHURST said he thought the hon. 
member for Rockhampton was not doing his 
duty to his constituency in endeavouring to 
delay a determination of the question-in fact, he 
wa• a traitor to the North. 

The PREMIER said that the hon. member 
for Eockhttmpton had no reason for saying that 
he had been taken by surprise, because, in 
answer to the leader of the Opposition, he (the 
Premier) said that he intended to go on with the 
mail service to-night. As to the leader of the 
Opposition, he would warn the hon. gentleman 
that he would get into difficulties by referring 
the question to caucus. As leader of the Oppo
sition, the hon. gentleman ought to at once 
ascertain the minds of his followers. The hon. 
gentleman must know that his caucuses were ruled 
by the most violent spirits-by such men as the 
hon. members for the Northern Downs. and the 
Darling Downs (Mr. Miles), who had no more 
judgment than a child. If the hon. member for 
Darling Downs had enough whisky in, the leader 
of the Opposition would find out what he said 
was true. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said if it 
pleased the leader of the Opposition to go in for 
stonewalling he should say so openly. There 
were two ways of stonewalling, and if the 
Opposition resorted to· such tactics he should 
advise the Premier to throw the whole responsi
bility on the Opposition. If the Premier would 
take his advice he would not ask for another 
shilling on account ; he would not pay the salaries 
of the Civil servants until the question was settled ; 
he would allow the business of the country to 
remained at a standstill. If stonewalling were 
resorted to, he sincerely hoped that the Premier 
would accept his advice. If stonewalling was 
meant let them have it, but let it not be all one 
side. Let supplies be stopped, and then the 
pe<1ple would soon see who were obstructing the 
business of the country. 

Mr. HENDREN argued that hon. members 
on that side of the Hou.-;e required further infor
mation on this question, which it was only 
reasonable they should receive, but they were no 
more advanced with respect to it than they were 
at first. The Colonial Secretary talked about 
stonewalling, but if that practice were carried 
out he (J\'lr. Hendren) was afraid that the 
onus would lie on the shoulders of the Govern
ment. 

Mr. DICKSON pointed out that the discus
sion on this question this evening had taken 
several members by surprise, and urged upon 
the Premier the reasonal>leness of acceding to 
the request of the leader of the Opposition. 

l\Ir. MOREHKA.D said it was preposterous 
to state that hon. memlJers were taken by 
surprise by this discussion coming on to-night. 
The Opposition were simply actuated by a desire 
for place and pay and power, and because they 
were not in office they determined that no busi
ness should be done. He (Mr. Morehead) sin
cerely trusted the Government would not give 
way one iota in the matter. They were there to 
discuss and settle the question, whether in the 
affirmative or negative. It had been worn thread-

bare, and he hoped some settlement would be 
arrived at to-night. 

1 

Mr. GRIFFITH said when he spoke in the 
earlier part of the evening he referred to the 
words the Premier had mentioned. He then 
said that he had not had an opportunity of con
sulting his party, and anything he said would 
be only his own opinion. He knew that the 
matter was coming on that afternoon, as the 
Premier had promised that he would put at the 
head of the paper the business to be taken first; 
and if he could have consulted his party he would 
have done so, but a great many of them could 
not arrive in Brisbane in time. He had given 
the Premier all the information he was able to 
give that evening. 

The PREMIER said he did not believe very 
much in caucuses, and he thought the present 
was the first time that any question had been 
made the subject of so many caucus meetings. 
If, however, the hon. gentleman thought it was 
necessary to hold a caucus of his supporters he 
had better hold one now, and the Government 
and their supporters would retire for a time to 
supper. The hon. gentleman hltd previously 
given his own opinion regarding the points at 
issue, and had said that the proposition of the 
Government was a fair and reasonable one, and 
that he would consult his supporters in regard to 
it; consequently what had taken ,Place that even
ing simply amounted to obstructwn. He should 
like the hon. gentleman, after consulting his 
party, to say what he intended to do-whether 
he intended to obstruct the mail contract or 
not? 

Mr. GRIFFITH: I shall be prepared to tell 
the hon. gentleman definitely to-morrow. 

The PREMIER said he had only to warn the 
hon. gentleman that if he continued a course of 
obstruction he must be prepared to take upon 
himself all the responsibilities, and that he 
would assume large responsibilities if he 
answered the question in the affirmative, 
the Government having made up their mind 
that the course they had decided upon as being 
the best should be carried. It had been their 
desire all through to give the matter the fullest 
discussion, and he only hoped the hon. gentle
man would come to th<il House to-morrow and 
say that the matter had been fairly argued out, 
so that the opposition to it would cease. That 
would enable the Government to go on with 
many important Bills on the paper which were 
necessary for the administration of the business 
of the colony. At the present time, it was 
most desirable that such action should be 
taken as would enable the Government to 
hand over to municipalities money now in 
the hands of the Government, and of which 
the municipalities were in need. All those 
things the hon. gentleman must take into 
account before he arrived at a decision. He 
was not in the habit of giving the other side 
advice; but, as they often took upon themselves 
to advise him what to do, he would again warn 
the hon. gentleman of the responsibility that 
would rest upon his decision, and warn him not 
to be guided by the hot-headed ones of his 
party. 

Mr. GRIFFITH said he was fully aware of 
the responsibilities referred to by the hon. gentle
man, and he would take the opportunity he had 
mentioned of discussing the whole question with 
his supporters. 

On the motion of the PREMIER, the House 
resumed; the Chairman reported no progress, 
and obtained leave to sit again to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at seven minute~ to 12 
o'clock. 




