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Divisional Boards Bill.

[10 SerrEMBER.] Formal Motion. 1639

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Wednesday, 10 September, 1879.

Divisional Boards Bill—third reading.—Formal Motion®
—Motion for Adjournment.—Mineral Oils Bill—
re-committal.—Supply—committee.

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past
3 o’clock.

DIVISIONAL BOARDS BILL-THIRD
READING.
On the motion of the Premrer (Mr.
MeIlwraith), this Bill was read a third
time, passed, and ordered to be transmitted

to the Legislative Couneil by message in
the usual form.

FORMAL MOTION.

The following formal motion was agreed
to :—
By Mr. Coorer—

1. That the Bill to enable John Hurley and
others to construct a Line of Railway from the
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Burrum Coal Mines to the Mary River be
referred to a Select Committee.

2. That such Committee have power to send
for persons and papers, and to sit during any
adjonrnment of the House, and consist of Mr.
Macrossan, Mr. Griffith, Mr. Bailey, Mr. Beor,
Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Norton, and the Mover.

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT.

Mr. MoreHEEAD moved the adjournment
of the House for the purpose of pointing
out what appeared to be a great mistake
on the part of the Government in their
appointment of the Ixecutive Commis-
gioner to the Sydney Exhibition. He
must say that not only was he himself sur-
prised, but many others also, when they
saw the nomination of Mr. Gresley Lulkin
to fill the position, and from the time it
was gazetted till now he (Mr. Morehead)
had been pursuing his researches in order
to discover where that gentleman’s com-

" petence for the position came in; but he
had not found it. He did not see that
either by ability or position, or in any way
whatever, was Mr. Lukin entitled to the
office he now held. There were many men in
this colony and in New South Wales who
would have filled it with greater honour
and credit than Mr. TLukin. He had
only been able to discover one reason
in his favour, and that was the notorious
success which followed the sending of
Mr. Mackay to Philadelphia. The late
Government having succeeded in getting
such an admirable man from the Courier
office, the present Government concluded
that another suitable man could be got
only from that establishment, and aceord-
ingly selected Mr. Lukin for the position
of Commissioner. He could quite under-
stand why Mr. Lukin had not gone to
America, because a man of so much im-
portance in his own estimation might, if he
had gone there, have caused the world to
revolve in the other direction. Mr. Lukin
would certainly astonish the Commissioners
for the other colonies, and might have
such an effect on them as was said
to be produced by a celebrated vermin-
destroying powder — they would tumble
over aud die on the spot. There was
great danger to the colony from the way in
which the Courier newspaper was petted by
every Government which came into office.
Tet hon. members look at the extraordi-
nary character of the proprietary of the
paper. There were three individuals con-
cerned in it besides Mr. Lukin, all of
whom might be called Civil Servants—two
of them were Civil Servants, and the third,
Mr. Browne, was the partner of a Civil
Servant. And this was the power that was
to rule the colony ! He would like to read
an extract in reference to the Press in
America, which, although it did not apply
so much here asin Ameriea, it did so to
g certain extent, and some of the remarks
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were absolutely applicable to the present
state of affairs. The extraet read as fol-
lows :—

“ Among measures to be adopted, I would
suggest to make as earnest and vigorous an
assault on the Press ashas already been made,
and with effeet, onthe Church. The Church
has much improved within a few years, but the
Press is almost, without exception, corrupt. I
believe that in this country the Press exerts a
greater and more pernicious influence than the
Church did in its worst period in the middle
ages. We are not a religious people, but we
are a nation of politicians. We donot care for
the Bible, but we do care for the newspaper.
At any meeting of politicians—Ilike that at Con-
cord the other evening, for instance—how im-
pertinent it would be to quote from the Bible
—how pertinent to quote from a newspaper,
on the Constitution. The newspaper is a bible
which we read every morning and every after-
noon, standing and sitting, riding and walking.
It is a bible which every man carries in his
pocket, which lies on every tuble and counter, and
which the mail and thousands of missionaries ave
continually dispersing. It 1is, in fact, the only
book which America has printed and which
America reads. So wide is its influence. The
editor is a preacher whom you voluntarily sup-
port. Your tax is commonly one cent. daily,
and it costs you mnothing for pew hire. But
how many of these preachers preach the trath ?
I repeat the testimony of many an intelligent
foreigner, as well as my own convictions, when
I say that probably no country was ever ruled
by so mean a class of tyrants as, with a few
noble exceptions, are the editors of the periodical
Press in this country. And, as they live and
rale only by their servility and appealing to the
worse and not the better nature of man, the
people who read them are in the condition of
the dog that returns to his vomit.”

Every word of this applied to Mr. Lukin,
even if it did not apply to the editors of

- other newspapers in the colony. He was

a man who had taken advantage of every-
thing in his power to malign and blacken
the characters of any persons with whom he
was at personal variance. He had abused
him (Mr. Morchead), and he was at liberty
to do so as much as he liked. That did
not matter; but he was in the habit of
abusing every person who was a friend of
the man he disliked. He (Mr. Morehead)
would repeat—it wasa disgracetothe colony
to be represented atthe Sydney Exhibition
by such a man, who had no title or right
to the appointment. It would have been
a gracetul act if the Government had
offered such an appointment to one who
would have been admirably adapted for it,
who would have done the work conscien-
tiously and well, and who would have been
an honour to the position—viz., the hon.
member for Maryborough (Mr. Douglas).
No one could deny that that hon. gentle-
man would have been a credit to the colony.
With reference to Mr. Lukin’s manage-
ment so far as it had gone, what did they
find?  This great and illusfrions indj.
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vidual could not do without two secre-
taries ;—Mr. Layton was sent down as
one, but that was not enough; it had
been found necessary to appoint another.
And probably Mr. Lukin was so great
that he moved about in two cabs
and lived at two clubs. He (Mr. More-
head) was able to inform the House from
private sources in Sydney, that this Exe-
cutive Commissioner was looked upon as
an object of curiosity and caused no little
amusement. Even the street arabs shrunk
away and turned pale as the great man
walked down the street. The fact was, it
was impossible for any man in the world to
be as wise as Mr. Lukin looked ; and when
he had his umbrells under his arm and stood
with his arms folded and eyes turned side-
ways, he looked as he had seen him when
playing the character of Zago. Mr. Lukin,
however, might possibly make amistale from
his own point of view. Mr. Mackay reeeived
some honour and any amount of titles in
America, but it was because he was not
known ; Mr. Lukin, at Sydney, would find
that he was not far enough away from
home, and that no prophet was without
honour save in his own country. He (Mr.
Morehead) could assure the House that
My. Lukin was not thought very much of in
Sydney ; and when the sister colony was
getting out from all parts of the world
distinguished men, Queensland should
have been represented by one who
would have done her credit, which Mr.
Lukin did not in any way whatever.
He would now point out what a large ex-
penditure and even waste of money there
was in return for very little at this Exhibi-
tion. Already, as was seen by the returns
laid npon the table to-day, £3,250 had been
expended, and he had no doubt the amount
would swell up to £7,000 or £8,000 before
it was over. He believed Mr. Lukin knew
nothing about finances, and it was too much
to hope that the larger sum would not be
realized. Mr. Lukin had gone down to
Sydney to suit his own convenience, and
he came up the other day to pay a flying
visit, having been informed, so it was said,
that the Ministry were in danger. He
stopped twenty-four hours, and, the Oppo-
sition breaking to pieces, Mr. Lukin packed
up his portmanteau and returned to
Sydney with a consciousness that he had
kept his friends in office. e (Mr. More-
head), however, seriously hoped there
would be some expression of opinion from
the House as to the propriety of this ap-
pointment. There were a dozen men in the
Assembly, and outside of the House, and in
New South Wales, who were better quali-
fied to fill it, and he considered the Gov-
ernment had shown great lack of judgment
in selecting the man they had for such a
position. He trusted the whole colony was
not going to be ruled by the Courier, and
that whenever honours and emolnments
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were to be given, people not: connected with
a newspaper might have some chance of
getting 1t.

The PrEMIER said that if the hon. gentle-
man had wished to get an expression of
opinion from members as to the appoint-
ment of Mr. Lukin, he should have adopted
some other course than moving the adjourn-
ment of the House. As to any influence
the Courder might have upon the Govern-
ment, if the hon. gentleman had ever
observed the conduct of the Government
he would have seen that he was wrong.
Nor did he know what influence the
Courier had wupon the appointment of
Mr. Lukin as Executive Commissioner,
but he did believe that it was the
best appointment that could be made.
The hon. member (Mr. Morehead) had
said that the hon. member for Mary-
borough would have done more credit to
the colony. He (Mr. McIlwraith) differed
from him, and as to Mr. Lukin’s being fit
for the appointment he had not the slightest
doubt in the world. Whatever credit was
due to the originator of the great society
in Queensland was certainly due to Mr.
Lukin; for, however hard Mr. Palmer
might have worked, the original work was
done by Mr. Lukin, and it was on account
of his success in starting it that the ap-
pointment was made. As to the details,they
were not in his (Mr. MeIlwraith’s) depart-
ment; but he did not think the amount
expended on the Exhibition would reach
£7,000 or £8,000; in faet, he would take
care that it should not. He believed it
would cost £5,000, and no more. The
Government had sanctioned £3,000, but
the expenses had been more than was
anticipated. As to the eriticisms of the
hon. member for the Mitchell of Mr.
Lukin, nothing that had been said changed
his opinion that the latter gentleman was a fit
and proper person to send to Sydney as
Executive Commissioner.

Mr. Hrin said it struek him as very
odd that Governments could not go out-
side the Courier office for representatives
to these International Exlibitions. It
looked too much like pandering to the
Fourth Estate, and for his part he thought
that the Press was acquiring, not only
in this colony, but in other parts of
the world, too much power, and taking too
much upon themselves. Only yesterday,
in the Courier he read that Lord Chelms-
ford, when he was leaving Cape Town,
said—

““If, gentlemen, party feeling and political
bias are to be allowed in the future to colour
the writings and warp the judgment of those
newspaper correspondents who accompany our
armies when in the field, and if, whilst active
operations are actually going on, persistent
attempts to lower the general in the estimation
of those he is commanding are to be considered
as not exceeding the license granted to the
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Press, T foresee that the gravest consequences
to our arms must ensue, and I fear that the
proper conduct of a campaign will become
almost impossible.”
That was, no doubt, a different matter from
that under discussion, but a fair parallel
could be drawn, because persistent attempts
were made by the Press here to lower certain
members of the Assembly in the eyes of
‘their constituencies. In this respect he
considered the Press was exceeding its
license very much, and he complained of it
the more becanse many of the censures and
scurrillous writings were directed only
against a few individuals on one side of
the House. If one of its own satellites dis-
graced or misconducted himself in any way,
the thing was unblushingly ignored. The
most arrogantandidioticspeechhehad heard
in the House during the session was not
criticised at all in the Courier, but the
actions and words of others on his (Mr.
Hill’s) side of the House had been criticised
in a most unfair and positively untrue
manner. The Government had therefore
shownban undue deferenﬁe ];co that news-
aper by appointing Mr. Lukin as a repre-
gexrl)t-ativ); of the c?)lony, which he in pthe
true semse of the word was not. He did
not see how a newspaper-editor man could
be considered the representative man of a
colony like this, What had Mr. Lukin
done to deserve the distinction? What
had he had to do with forming or making
the colony; and what interests had he
at stake? The Courier newspaper was
a commercial speculation, and it was Mr.
Lukin’s business to make it sweet and sale-
able to the people of Brisbane; but to do
this he was resorting to very unfair and
unjust striectures, and treating publie ques-
tions in a thoroughly one-sided manner.
He (Mr. Hill) would have been better
pleased to have seen either the hon. mem-
ber for Maryborough or the Colonial Seere-
tary appointed. They would have been
truly representative men, and would have
earned the esteem and respect of everyone
in Syduey.

Mr. Baisey said if a complaint with
regard to the Press had come from the
Opposition side of the House there would
have been more excuse for it, forif any
body of men had been thoroughly misrepre-
sented, and both their actions and words
placed wrongly before the people, it was
the Opposition during the present session.
If the Courier had been, as it had, a sub-
servient servant of the Government, why
should hon. gentlemen on the Ministerial
side complain® The Courier had always
condoned theoffences and held upfor admira-
tion the party at present in power. It had
been for years, more or less, the servant of
that party, and these remarks would apply
to other newspapers than the Courier.
‘With very few exceptions, the newspapers
of the colony adopted the same course, so
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that either all the newspapers were wrong or
all the members of the Opposition were
wrong. This, however, was a kind of
thing that cured itself. The Opposition
held their peace, knowing full well that the
people would before long force the editors
of these newspapers to tell them the truth ;
and for their own sakes, as commercial
transactions, to tell the whole truth and
nothing but the truth. He objected very
much to the editor of a newspaper being
brought to book in the House. If an
editor slandered and maligned a man
there were the courts of law for redress,
and they, as members of the As-
sembly, should not abuse their privileges
by discussing the offenders in the House.
The papers might say what they pleased.
False statements brought about their own
remedy ; and if people were told lies one
year they would cease to believe them the
next. He was rather gratified to hear
where some of the revenue of the colony
was_going. With a decreasing revenue,
the House had decided that the people in
the eountry districts should make their own
roads and bridges. Besides doing that,
those people were constantly paying taxes,
and they must be very pleased to hear that
Mr. Gresley Lukin, with two secretaries
and a few odd men, would take some £5,000
or £6,000 of the money they had contri-
buted to the general revenue. In a few
days they might hear of another even
larger sum being uselessly frittered away
by what he must call a very eruel Govern-
ment.

The PrEMIER wished to explain that the
£3,250 would be mainly employed in the
purchase of exhibits.

Mcr. Rea said that although there might
be room for criticism as to the use which
Mr. Lukin made of his newspaper, yet
there was no doubt the Postmaster-General
was equally open to remark, for he might
be looked upon as the maligner-in-chief
of the Opposition; and it was certain that
no public writer more abused his position
than he did by misrepresenting the in-
formation which he obtained as a Minister
of the Crown. As to Mr. Lukin’s qualifi-
cations as representative of the colony at
Sydney, he need only say that if he were
as successful—which he believed would be
the case—as his predecessor was at Phila-
delphia, the colony would have no reason
to complain.

Mr. MoREHEAD wished, in reply, to say
a word on the Premier’s statement that the
Commission would not cost more than
£5,000. The Colonial Secretary distinetly
informed the House, when the vote for
£3,200 was agreed to, that he would take
care the amount should not be exceeded.
The chances were that it would be doubled
and trebled before the Exhibition was over.
He sincerely trusted the Government
would mot allow Mr. Lukin to buy more
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grosses of green spectacles, as Mr. Mackay
did at Philadelphia. They had no gua-
rantee that such would not be the case; and
when they were told that Mr. Lukin was to
have two secretaries and two or three
clerks, it was surely high time to protest
against such an extravagant waste of the
public funds. With regard to the remarks
of the hon. member for Wide Bay he need
only remark that, though expressed from
an Opposition point of view, they were
identical in meaning with those expressed
by the hon. member for Gregory. The
gist of the remarks of both speakers was
that there was no truth in the Press, and
such, therefore, must be the case. He did
not think the appointment of Mr. Lukin
could be justified when betfter men were
obtainable. There were hon. members on
either side of the House, and in both
Houses, who would have filled the office
with far more credit to the colony.

The Premier: How could they get
away?

Mr. MorEREAD said they could have got
. away in the same manner that Mr. Simp-
son and other hon. members had got away
——in the same way as the members of the
Victorian Legislature, who had been ap-
pointed to represent that colony, had got
away. The services of leading and eminent
men might have been secured, and Mzr.
Lukin was neither aleading nor an eminent
man. That gentleman was simply the
editor of what he was pleased to term
“the leading journal in the colony,” an
opinion which he (Mr. Morehead) did not
share; and that was all. In no way what-
ever could Mr. Lukin be considered a fits
and proper representative of the colony,
but whatever might be the description of
represen atives sent by the other colonies
he would be an admirable foil.

Mr. Scortr wished to point out that
there seemed to be some misapprehensions
as to the expenditure of the money. The
National Association were appointed to
carry out the matter of the representation
of the colony at the Sydney Exhibition,
and they appointed a sub-committee who
had the expenditure of the vote. A great
portion of that money had been spent in
purchasing speeimens which were of in-
trinsic value, and by the re-sale of which
most of the money would be recovered.
For the expenditure of that money the sub-
committee of the National Association, and
not Mr. Lukin, was responsible.

The Hon. G. Trory said he noticed a
statement in the Melbourne Argus of
September 3rd, to the effect that com-
plimentary season tickets for the Exhibi-
tion had been presented to the members of
the Victorian Legislature. He wished to
know from the Speaker, whether similar
invitations had been sent to members of
the Queensland Parliament?

1643

The SreaxEr: In answer to the hon.
member, I have to say that I have received
a telegram—as has also the President of
the Legislative Council—from the Colonial
Secretary of New South Wales, stating
that season tickets will be given to the
members of this Legislature.

Mr, Mesron said he felt bound to say
a few words justifying the high character
of the Queensland Press as compared with
that of the other colonies and of Ameriea.
Had he been aware that the question was
to be brought forward, he would have been
better prepared to speak on so important a
subject. No doubt the aetions of hon.
members were sadly misinterpreted occa-
sionally in the Press; but it was much
better for the Press to err on the side of
rashness than to hide their faults by not
speaking out. In the Press, as in all
other occupations, there were men of
honour and men the reverse of honour-
able, and Pressmen did not claim in-
fallibility more than any other class of
the community; but the nature of their
occupation tended tomake them view publie
affairs calmly, dispassionately, and impar-
tially, Hardlyany hon.memberhadescaped
being slandered, and unjustly slandered,
in some paper or other during the session.
He had not escaped journalistic castiga-
tion, nor did he desire to when it was
deserved, and he fully recognised the just-
ness of it. Certainly, if writers for the
Press took the trouble to investigate facts
a little more eclosely before commenting on
them, the tone of the Press would be raised
considerably ; but misjudgments were not
to be wondered at considering the pressure
under which leading articles on a whole
night’s debate were written. Some papers,
no doubt, took a one-sided view of poli-
ties, and it might be said that it was
the duty of a public writer to regard
impartially both sides of the House,
and administer praise or censure where-
ever either was deserved. He had been
much amused by a recent article in the
Rockhampton Bulletin—and here he would
tell the hon. member (Mr. Rea) that the
Postmaster-General, though the proprietor
of the Bulletin, could not be responsible
for every article that appeared init—which
ceriticised deprecatingly the members of the
Opposition without saying a syllable about
the shortcomings of the Ministry and their
followers. The portion of the article to
which he referred ran as follows :—

“ Mr. Griffith, the leader, is a good draughts.
man, clever debater, and merciless vivisector,
and that is all. Mr. Dickson knows a little
about finance, but he would make & good origi-
nal for Carlyle’s famous °Dryasdust.’” The
House is almost in & state of mental coma after
a'two or three hours’ lesson of this gentleman’s
polysyllabic monotone, varied only by an occa-
sional classic quotation grotesquely mispro-
nounced and often ludicrously misapplied,
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Mpr. Garrick never gets beyond the limits of
personal banter or frothy declamation. Mr.
MecLean ranges about the low-level platitudes
of a Good Templar platform. Mr. Groom is a
mere glib talker, dependent upon Sir Henry
Parkes for ideas and stock Parliamentary
phrases for the means of decently clothing
them. This gentleman never speaks without
forgetting that he is not on the stump ; and his
most potential deliverances travel in a small
circle which does not extend beyond the limits
of Darling Downs. Mr. Rutledge is the most
promising and agreeable speaker of the party,
but he is rather too fresh from the pulpit and
too innocent of practical politics to assist
very materially in giving tone to the debates.
Mr. Miles is nothing when not an obstruc-
tionist. Mr. Paterson’s strength lies in his
commanding attitude, studied diction, and os-
tensible moderation. His weakness arises from
the conviction he carries to the mind of his
aunditors that every speech has been painfully
rehearsed before the looking-glass, and also
from his eccentric use of certain high-sounding
but not always appropriate words. Mr. Rea is
as spiteful as a native cat. Mr. Meston dwells
among heathen gods and Greek roots. Mr.
Grimes reminds one of a mechanical nutmeg-
grater. Mr. Bailey is a pert little jack-in-the-
boz, who might be a good speaker were he in-
dustrious and politically honest. Mr. Stubley
is a conceited bore. The only really capable
political speaker on the Opposition side is Mr.
Douglas, and even he is too unpractical and
erotchety to be of much service in legislation.
Mr. Griffith excepted, there is a remarkable
absence even of destructive talent on the Oppo-
sition benches. The capacity to talk drivel is
very distinctly shown, bubt more than that is
expected from an Opposition of twenty-four
honourables, comprising fourteen aspirants to
high office.”

That was, no doubt, unjustly severe, and
to some extent libellous; but the greatest
offenders in that direction in the Queens-
land Press compared very favourably with
the Melbourne Argus, Age, and Austra-
lasian, a perusal of which could only lead
to the conclusion that there was not an
honest man in the Vietorian Assembly.
Every member of Parliament was er-
officio a gentleman and a man of hon-
our; and the Press ought to deal with
them on that assamption, and, instead
of trying to depreciate, place them in
as favourable a light as possible be-
fore the people of the colony.  This
House would compare favourably with any
Assembly in the Australian colonies, and,
indeed, judging from scenes which had
lately taken place in the House of Com-
mons, with any in the world; and, as he
had said before, the Press of the colony
ought to criticise it impartially, giving
censure and commendation wherever they
were due. With one or two exceptions,
the Press of Queensland was one of which
they might justly be proud. Having
edited a Queensland newspaper for three
years, he was acquainted with 'the pecu-
liavities and capacities of all the journalists

Motion for Adjournment. [ASSEMBLY.]
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in the colony, and could say without
hesitation that they were worthy of their
position_and their position was worthy of
them. It was the privilege of members as
public men to be misrepresented, and even
grossly abused, by the Press oceasionally,
but they should not allow themselves to be
swayed one way or the other by outside
expressions of opinion. Tf the Press and
the public agreed with them, all well and
good ; and if the contrary, so mueh the
worse for the public and the Press. On
the whole, hon. members had very little to
complain of the Press of the colony, and
it was better for the Press to err on the
side of rashness than take no notice of
their faults.

Question of adjournment put and nega-
tived.

MINERAL OILS BILL—RE-COMMITTAL.,

On the motion of the PrEMIER, the Order
of the Day for the third reading of this Bill
was discharged from the paper, and it was
re-committed for the purpose of re-consider-
ing clause 6.

The PreMIER moved that clause 6—
Penalty for selling dangerous oil—as read,
stand part of the Bill.

Mr. Dicrson said the clause was origi-
nally introduced by the hon. member for
North Brisbane (Mr. Griflith) ; and at the
time he (Mr. Dickson) was apprehensive
that such a restrictive measure would tend
to interfere with traders. Subsequent in-
quiries had induced him to represent to the
Premier that the Bill in its present shape
would prevent large numbers of traders
from selling kerosine oil at all, because in
a large parcel there might be some portion
which would bring the vendor under the
heavy penalty provided. Believing that
the Bill would be better without the elause,
he proposed that it should be omitted.

Question put and negatived.

The Bill was reported to the House, read
a third time, and ordered to be transmitted
to the Legislative Council with message in
the usual form.

SUPPLY—COMMITTEE.

On the motion of the PremIEr, the
House went into Committee for the con-
sideration of Supply.

The Minister ror Works (Mr. Mac-
rossan) moved that £2,830 be granted for
Public Works Oflice.

Mxr. Drcxkson said, before going into the
consideration of these Kstimates he should
like to be informed whether the reductions
which appeared were intended to be per-
manent, or whether they were on a par
with those in other Estimates—framed in a
spirit of retrenchment which subsequent
experience had shown to be impracticable ?
Other Estimates—notably, for police and
other services—had been restored to nearly
their original eondition. In thisease there
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was a reduction of ten persons—thirty-
three were provided for, in place of forty-
three last year.

The MryisTeErR ForR WOoRKS said the
Estimates had been framed with a view fo
retrenchment, and for the purpose of
carrying out retrenchment as far as pos-
sible. There were some slight differences
in the number to be employed, which he
would explain as they went along.

Question put and passed.

The Minister For WoRKs moved that
£2,060 be granted for Buildings Branch.

Mr. Dicxson asked how the Minister
for Works would be able to make such a
material reduction in the staff of that par-
ticular branch in view of the proposed
large loan expenditure on public works,
which would necessitate an increase rather
than a reduction? Would the hon. gentle-
man state why he had reduced this branch
by two foremen of works and one drafts-
man, making a total reduction of £637°?

The MinisTER YoR WoORKS said one fore-
man of works had been transferred to the
school department and the other was no
longer required. s to the amount to be
expended from TLoan, nearly three years
would be required to carry oul the pro-
posed works, and there were quite enough
foremen of works to carry them out within
that time.

Mr. Taorn asked which were the fore-
men whose services had Deen dispensed
with? He understood that it had been
found necessary to appoint supernumerary
foremen, and if these were struck off the
Estimales they swould probably be paid
out of some other vote.

The Mixister For Works said Mr.
Ferguson had been transferred to the
school branch, and My, Whitecross was no
longer required.

Mr. McLEax said that if the construetion
of buildings was not eficiently looked
after the country would lose thousands for
the tens saved in the salaries of foremen.
This appeared to be one of the very worst
examples of the retrenchment policy. He
had known Mr. Whitecross for a great
number of years, and could testify that
there was not a better tradesman in the
colony.

Mpr. Trorn said that, unless contrac-
tors were closely watched when the foun-
dations were being laid, the buildings
might have to be taken down again, as was
sometimes the case in the early days of the
colony. This was a very false piece of
economy; instead of decreasing the number
it should be increased, considering the
large amount placed on the Estimates for
the northern part of the colony. ‘It had
been his practice when Minister for Works
to appoint foremen to watch the contractors,
and he did not desire to see the Govern-
ment asking for a large sum of money to
re-erect buildings through the neglect of
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such precautions. He presumed that many
buildings would be started simultaneously
in the North—if it were not so there would
be a great outery—and the foreman couldnot
be ubiquitous. He wished to see the North
go ahead, and he hoped the money voted
would be expended at once. It was worth
remark that all the retrenchments in every
department were effected among the work-
ing classes. There was a strong feeling
out of doors that the working elasses were
not dealt with fairly by the present Gov-
ernment, and in order that that feeling
might be removed he should like to see all
clagses treated alike. This officer had a
great deal to do and grave responsibilities,
and he ought to be reinstated. If the man
were incompetent perhaps the Minister for
Works Wou]id get a competent man in hig
place, but he deprecated the striking off of
a man of that stamyp in the present circums-
stances of the colony, if the Government
were really in earnest with regard to the
works in the northern part of the colony.

Mr., McLean said -the Minister for
‘Works had not told them who the drafts-
man was that was to be got rid of ?

The MiNisteEr For Works: Mr. Ram-
say.

Mr. Rea asked the Minister for Works
whether he had any objection tolay on the
table of the House Mr. Ferguson’s report
of last January. He was one of the best
officers that had ever been in the North, in
watching closely the interests of the Gov-
ernment.

The MinistEr ror Works said that
Robert Ferguson had been transferred to
the school branch, and his brother, John
Ferguson, had been removed from the
North to Brisbane, which was promotion.

Mr. Dicxsox said that if a competent
officer were appointed to make a periodieal
inspection of buildings—especially those
constructed of timber—a large amount
would annually be saved to the country in
repairs. Many valuable buildings, through
the ravages of white-ant, and from other
causes, became uninhabitable, and a large
amount had to be put on the Estimates for
restoring them to a proper condition. The
appointment of such an officer would have
been an act of economy in the true sense,
and he should have been glad to have scen
an amount on the Estimates for that pur-
pose. The present method of gefiing
repairs effected in the country distriets
was cumbersome in the extreme, and he
would suggest that the Government repre-
sentatives—sub-collectors of Customs or
police magistrates—should be authorised
to proceed with small expenditure when
required for the purpose of keeping Gov-
ernment buildings in a proper state of
preservation.  The Minister for Works
would be exercising due economy and re-
gard for the public interests by appointing
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a special officer to periodically inspect
and report upon buildings of unsubstantial
material.

Myr. O’Surrivan said they did not want
inspectors to look after wooden buildings,
but to see that the stone or concrete
foundations of the higher-class public
buildings were properly laid. There was
something in what the last speaker had
said about too much ‘“red-tape” being
attached to the carrying out of small
improvements, but if the hon. member’s
suggestion were followed it would leave
the door open to imposition.

Mr. RE4 held that it would be a great
mistake to do without supervision of wooden
buildings, although they were not soim-
portant as stone ones.

Mr. McLran said that he and the mem-
ber for Enoggera maintained that it was
necessary to have an officer with whom the
responsibility should lie of ascertaining,
not only what was required to be done to
the colony’s public buildings, but of having
it done ; and that instead of dismissing any
inspectors at present, there was rather a
necessity for increasing them. The Minis-
ter for Works would find before long that
he had made a mistake in the action he had
taken. He (Mr. MeLean) knew buildings
which were suffering, not only from insuffi-
cient inspection at the time of erection, but
at the present time. They were simply being
left to rot. If an inspector of public build-
ings were appointed to go round, with
power to get what repairs were found neces-
sary cffected, it would save the couniry
hundreds of pounds.

The Min1sTER FoR WoRKs said that Mr.
Stanley made a kind of inspection of build-
ings every year, and at the present mo-
ment was on his annual tour. As for the
suggestion about the Customs officer or
police magistrate being empowered to get
repairs done, any officer in charge of a port
and any police magistrate had only to send
a requisition to get the work done; but
they must not authorise it on their own
responsibility. There were sufficient 1n-
spectors for all the public buildings going
on, or likely to go on for some time.

Mr. TrORN was understood to say there
were too few foremen of works for the
buildings branch.

Mr. RuriepeE asked whether it was the
custom still for the Colonial Architect to
take private work ? If so, it was desirable
that it should be stopped.

The MinisTER FoR Wogrks: The prac-
tice has been discontinued.

Mr. Dicxson said that when publie
buildings of a cheaper class were con-
structed, requiring constant inspection,
some proper person should be appointed
to inspect them. The Colonial Architect
had large and important works to look
after, and these must so fully occupy
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sible the various public offices throughout
the colony could receive the amount of
attention from him which they would secure
from a special officer.

Mz. BraTTiE presumed that when a pub-
lic building was being erected in any town
some person was temporarily appointed to
see that the work was properly carried out.
He did not know, however, that it was
necessary to have a permanent officer ap-
pointed purposely to look after every little
contract entered into by the Government.
An officer might periodically inspect all the
public buildings throughout the various
parts of the colony.

The Hon. S. W. Grirrite said he was
convinced, from his experience of the
Works Office, that the Colonial Architect
had more work on his hands than he eould
manage ; and that by the appointment of
a competent assistant the country would
save a great deal more than his salary
would come to. It was quite impossible
for one officer to do all the work that the
Colonial Architect had to attend to, and he
was satisfled that the present arrangement
resulted in a great loss to the State.

The MinisTer rvoR Works said the
hon. gentleman no doubt spoke from expe-
rience, but he must remember that the
mostimportant buildings were now finished.
Mr. Stanley was quite satisfied himself
that he had plenty of time to do all that
was required.

Mr. Mestox asked whether the court-
house at Toowoomba was constructed after
the design of the Colonial Architect?

The MinistEr For Works: Yes.

Mr. MEstox said it was the most dis-
gracefully designed building he ever saw
in his life, and no amateur architect could
possibly have prepared a worse design: a
building mote unfitted for the purpose
intended could not be imagined. To reach
what was intended as a gallery one had to
go up a spiral staircase, for which not the
slightest particle of light was provided,
and when the gallery was reaclied it was
impossible to see anybody or anything. If
that building was a speeimen of the archi-
tectural genius of the Colonial Architect,
the colony had made a bad bargain in
paying such a large salary.

Question put and passed.

The MixtsTer For Works moved that
£6,041 be granted for Roads and Bridges,
Road Surveys, and Contingencies.

Mr. Barcey asked whether the officers
in the Estimate would be continued under
the divisional boards, or whether the
hoards would have the option of employing
their own road officers at any salary which
they might think fit?

The MixisTER For WoREs said he should
imagine that the divisional boards would
have the right to employ their own officers

the whole of his time that it was impos- | if they thought fit.
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My. McLeaw asked why the road inspeec-
tor in the Logan district was transferred
to Maryborough, and the Maryborough
officer transferred to the Togan?

The MintstER FoR Wozrks said it was
found that the district road inspector at
Maryborough had not been acting as he
ought to have done, but there was not suffi-
cient against him to dismiss him; conse-~
quently, he was removed to Beenleigh to
be more under the eye of the head of the
department. Another, who was a good
officer, was transferred to Maryborough,
which was promotion for him. Sinee the
Maryborough road inspector had been
sent to Beenleigh he had been dismissed, it
having been found that his conduct was too
bad. There was no definite charge made,
but a great many rumours came to the head
of the department, and Captain Whish was
sent to Maryborough to report, and it was
upon his report that the officer was trans-
ferred to Beenleigh. The intention of the
Government was to bring down an officer
from the North for the Logan.

Mr. THoRN said the Southern distriet
was without an engineer of roads, and he
had heard complaints about it. He would
like to know why Mr. Jones had been got
rid of ; he was an excellent officer, and one
of the cleverest men in the colony. He
should also like to know why the foreman
of works in the Maranoa district had been
got rid of P

The Minister ¥or Works said Mr.
Jones was down on the Estimate as an
assistant engineer, but he was in reality a
draftsman. = Mr. Byerley was still in
charge of the Southern district, though Le
was superintending the erection of the
Hitzroy bridge ; he would return as soon
as that work was finished. The foreman’s
services were dispensed with on the score
of economy.

Mr. McLean disapproved of the action
of the Government in dispensing with the
services of the assistant engineer, who
was a most efficient officer, and rendered
great assistance to Mr. Byerley in the pre-
paration of plans. As usual, the officer who
did nearly all the work got least salary.

Mr. Groou said he understood from the
Minister for Works that Mr. Clinton, the
officer in charge of the Darling Down dis-
triet, had also been placed in charge of the
Maranoa district, and received no increase
of salary. Mr. Clinton was one of the
most efficient officers in the department,
and, considering the immense distriet he
had to attend to and the arduous duties he
had to perform, he certainly deserved a
larger salary ; and he hoped the Minister
for Works would see his way toincrease it,
if not this year, at any rate next year.

The Minister ror Woxrgs said Mr.
Clinton had a very good man to assist
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as Roma, and he received higher travelling
allowance than any other officer.

Mr. Kares also bore testimony to the
efficiency of Mr. Clinton, and expressed a
hope that his salary would be increased.

My. Bearrie thought the Minister for
Works deserved eredit for his action re-
specting the officer in charge of the Been-
leigh district, if all he heard was correct.
‘With regard to the assistant engineer, he
did not see how the engineer of roads
in the Southern Division was to get on
without the assistance of an officer of that
description ; and it was to be regretted
that the services of such an efficient officer
should have been dispensed with. Was it
the intention of the Government to place
any officer in charge of the roads round
about Brishane, in place of the officer
lately in charge who had retired after long
service ?

Mzr. GrrrriTH said the Committee were
entitled to some explanation of the policy
of the Government in the future with
regard to roads and bridges. When the
Davisional Boards Bill came into operation
what would all these officers have to do?
The officer in charge of the Southern dis-
trict was at present up North, and what
would he have to do when he came back?

The MinmrER FOR WORKS said that the.
officer referred to was sent up to the Central
district by the late Government of which the
hon. gentleman was a member, and they
did very well without him ; and he believed
the present (Government could do very well
without him until he returned. Mr. Walne
was in charge of the roads about Brisbane.
‘When the Divisional Boards Bill came into
operation these officers would have simply
main roads to look after.

My, Grirrire said when the officer in
charge of the Southern division was absent
during the time the late Government were
in office there was an assistant engineer,
who did the work very well. Surely it was
not necessary to keep a large staff like this
for main roads, especially if these roads
were to be kept by contract as contemplated
by the Minister for Works ?

The MinisTER vor Works said there
would be sufficient work for these officers
until next year. It was time enough to
deal with the officers on the staff when the
Divisional Boards Bill was actually in
operation. :

Mr. McLEax pointed out that the whole
amount to be expended throughout the
colony for this purpose was only about
£70,000, and there were the same officers
to do the work aslast year, when there
was double the amount to be expended.
‘When was it the intention of the Govern-
ment to bring the Divisional Boards Bill
into operation in the more settled parts of
the colony ?-

The MinisTER ror Works said the

bim ; he had the use of the railway as far | Government would bring the Bill into
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operation as soon as possible, but they
could not say when;—it would take some
time.

Mr. Taorn wished to know whether the
inspector of road surveys had any assis-
tance. It would be impossible for him to
do his work without. !

The MixisTER ForR WORES said that
road surveys were carried out by the Lands
Department, and Captain Whish’s duty
was to mark out the line of road in the first
place. He was assisted by a road-ranger
and two men, who were paid out of the
vote for opening new roads.

Mer. Dicxson wished to know where the
vote for opening new roads was to be found
in the Estimates ?

The MinisTeR ForR WoRks said he
should have said “ Contingencies.”

Mr. GrirriTE understood that the Com-
mittee had always set its face against pay-
ing salaries out of contingencies. Theproper
laying oub of roads was a matter of very
considerable importance, and by having
road-rangers to mark out the best route for
roads before survey an immense amount of
trouble and expense connected with the
future resumption of land for roads would
be avoided. He hoped the Government
were nob going to do away with the reform
in that respect instituted by the late
Government.

Mr. Rea asked whether it was the inten-
tion of the Government to appoint an
officer in the Central and Northern districts
to the same position as Captain Whish
held in the Southern district?

Mr. McLean advocated the appointment
of road-rangers as a means of saving great
unnecessary expense; and contended that
salaries for such officers should appear on
the Estimates as heretofore, and not be
paid out of contingencies.

Mr. RurrepcE thought it would be a
great pity to do away with road-rangers.
He could instance the case of the Upper
Kedron road, in his own electorate, where,
had there been a road-ranger to have prece-
ded the surveyor, a great deal of money
and ineonvenience would have been saved.
A large amount would have to be expended
to make the road available for traffic.
The unfortunate people in the locality had
been obliged to turn out and work for ten
days on the road to make it passable, and,
therefore, he hoped that when they made
an application to the Minister for Works
for assistance, the hon. gentleman would
take into consideration that those who
helped themselves were worthy of lLelp,
and would give them something for their
roads.

The MinisTER ror WORKES said that the
reason why a road-ranger was not ap-
pointed 1n the Northern and Central dis-
tricts was beeause there was not the same
amount of selection going on in those disz-
tricts that there was in the South.
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Mr. Rea said that before the Land Act
of 1868 came into operation he did his
utmost to induce the Government of the
day to lay out the roads before survey,
and he believed that if that had been done
a large amount of money would have been
saved. .

Mr. McLean was of copinion that the
salary of the road-ranger should appear on
a supplementary estimate, in order that it
might be seen that that officer was in the
employment of the Government.

The Mivister ror WoREs said he be-
lieved the officer in question to be a very
good officer indeed. As regarded the men,
they most likely would be employed in
localities where their local - knowledge
would enable them to point out the hest
routes for roads. He believed that the
salaries of the surveyor and the road-
ranger would not be required after the
Divisional Boards Bill came into operation.

Mr. Low said that although he had been
a great many years in the colony, he should
be glad to have a definition of the duties of
a road-ranger. If they were the same in
other districts as in his there was very
little to thank those officers for, as they
were never able to select a road that would
be of benefit in wet weather, or to do work
of that kind.

Mr. BearTiE pointed out that even after
the Divisional Boards Bill was passed, it
would be necessary to have a surveyor in
districts where there was a large amount of
unalienated land. He agreed that the
salary of the road-ranger should be placed
on the Supplementary Estimates.

Mer. THory said it was a great mistake
to pay such an officer out of contingencies.*
Both the present Premier and the Colonial
Secretary, when sitting in opposition, al-
ways expressed their disapproval of officers
in a department being paid out of contin-
gencies, as all the money voted by the
House for contingencies might be paid in
salaries. If an officer were employed by
the Giovernment his salary ought certainly
to appear on the Estimates.

Question put and passed.

The MinisTEr ForR WoRKS moved that
the sum of £46,700 be voted for Roads and
Bridges in the Southern Division.

Mr. McLzsx sald some explanation
should be given as to the principle on
which the lump sums were placed on the
Estimates.

The MiN1sTER FOR WORKS said that the
money would be spent in accordance with
the recommendations of the officers in
charge of the districts. He could not say
more than that; but the officers of the
districts would be held responsible.

Mr. Tuorn considered that the item
should be postponed until more informa-
tion was given respecting it. In previous
years the vote had always appeared in the
form of a schedule showing the different
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roads on which money was to be expended,
and the amounts to each. Aeccording to
the present plan one district might get a
greater share of the money, and other
localities which were in more need might
get next to nothing. If he was a Minister
he should not like to be entrusted with the
expenditure of such a large sum without
its being shown on the Estimates how the
money was to be spent, as otherwise he
might be charged with unfairness. He
would like to know how much of the money
was to be spent on the electorate of
Northern Downs—although he must say
that the Darling Downs district was dealt
with very liberally P

The MinisteR For WoRKs said that the
hon. member when in officc scheduled the
roads, and yet that did not save him from
suspicion at all times. It did not matter
how a Minister put down the vote for

roads, because, whether the money was re- -

quired or not, there was always pressure
Drought to bear by the people of the
distriet to have the money voted for it ex-
pended ; whereas under the system he now
proposed money that was not required in
one locality might be well spent in another
which could not get money otherwise. He
was not at all afraid of being accused of
dealing out the money partially.

Mz, THORN explained that when he was
in office he always called for reports of the
condition of the various roads before he
framed his estimate. That was the prac-
tice in New South Wales, and he believed
it was the best one. He did not believe
the Minister for Works would be guilty of
acting with partiality, but still the public
outside might accuse him of doing so, and
he was anxious that the hon. gentleman
should preserve his good name.

Mr. Dicrsox asked on what basis the
Minister for Works had made his appox-
tionment of the vote, and whether he had
acted on reports received from the various
road inspectors before he framed his esti-
mate, and had taken into consideration the
requirements of each district? He must
say that the new principle did not com-
mend itself to him, for, whilst giving the
Minister credit for dealing impartially, he
could not disguise the fact that the hon.
gentleman might be succeeded by some-
one who would be open to the suspicion
that the vote might be applied for political
purposes. He saw no good reason to de-
part from the principle hitherto adopted,
and he believed that the people were better
pleasedif they saw what provision was made
for the various roads, &c., in their districts.
There were great disadvantages in putting
& lumyp sum on the Estimates for roads and
bridges instead of giving the details as in
previous years. Had the Minister for
‘Works based his calculations on the re-
ports of the district road inspectors, be-
cause at present the distribution seemed to
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be unfair? The manner in which the
Estimates were brought down was no im-
provement on previous years, and would
not give such satisfaction or confidence to
the different districts. Notwithstanding
that the Minister for Works might have the
mostlaudable intentions to spend the money
fairly and equitably, the different districts
would rather have seen even diminished
amounts placed to their eredif, so long as
they were sure they would be available for
a particular work, than trust to the state-
ment of a Minister that he would see
the expenditure was made impartially.
He was placed at a great disadvan-
tage as regarded his own electorate ;—
the roads were numerous and required
but a small expenditure for each, and
his constituents would have been satisfied
with it. ‘While he believed the Minister
for Works would attend to the require-
ments of this district, he could assure him
that a sum of even £50 for a specific
purpose would have given more satisfac-
tion than a promise that double or treble
that sum weuld be expended. In saying
this he was expressing the opinions of
settlers in all parts of the colony, who were
desirous of seeing the amounts especially
appropriated for their local wants. The
HEstimates were framed, no doubt, with a
view to the Divisional Boards Bill speedily
passing into law ; but as that measure would
not come into operation in the first half of
the financial year, the hon. gentleman ought
to submit a schedule of the different roads
showing the contemplated expenditure on
each. At present he could not see on what
basis the distribution was to be made.

Mr. Groox said the Minister for Works
would have done better to furnish a
schedule as far as these votes were con-
cerned, showing where the money was to
be placed. He had taken the trouble to
look over the Estimates for New South
Wales, and there was a marked contrast
between the way in which those Esti-
mates were drawn up for the informa-
tion of members and the method carried
out here. There the roads were divided
into two classes—main roads and minor
roads, and from the way in which the
Estimates were prepared hon. members
could see at a glance how much they
were going to vote for each road. Page
after page dealt with the roads, and not
only did these roads appear separately
in the Estimates-in-Chief, but there was
another document prepared which showed
in one column the amount required, in
another the amount expended last year, and
in another the rate per mile, and this enabled
hon. members to see the amount of justice
each district received. That system re-
lieved the Minister for Works of the slight-
est imputation of favouritism or unfair-
ness, for there was the fullest information
before the House, even to the rates per mile,
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The amount varied from £10 to £75 per
mile. The latter sum was put down for
the road from Stanthorpe to Glen Innes,
and there was an item near it of aroad 165
miles to Maryland, at £50 per mile, making
a total of £8,250. By that plan far more
information was supplied than to ask for
lump sums of £20,000 for East and West
Moreton, £13,500 for the Darling Downs,
and so on. The Committee had no infor-
mation as to where the money was to be
spent, or how much was to be spent per
mile, on the different roads. The present
system was an undesirable innovation.
Hitherto a schedule of the various items
had been supplied, and hon. members knew
exactly what they were voting. To take the
Darling Downs, how could the Minister for
‘Works make an equitable distribution of
the £13,500, especially after the damage
that had been done to the roads and
bridges by the floods of the past fortnight,
and with the likelihood, judging from the
telegrams received from Sydney, of a repe-
tition of them within a few hours? For the
hon, gentleman himself it would be better
had the item been scheduled, for without
it he would have deputation after deputa-
tion waiting upon him to know if money
could be spent on this, that, or the other
road; whereas, if the Committee voted
specific sums for specific purposes, the
hon. gentleman could tell them they must
be satisfied with the share that Parlia-
ment had voted for them. No one could
tell how many bridges had been swept
away by the floods, and those would have
to be replaced. A former Minister asked
for a special vote of £100,000 to make good
the damage done by floods; and he should
not be surprised if the present Minister for
‘Works had to ask for a special vote of
£30,000 or £50,000 for the same purpose.
He would, in conclusion, draw the atten-
tion of the hon. gentleman to the southern
portion of the electorate of Toowoomba,
just outside the municipality, which was
peopled by a large settlement of uncom-
plaining Germans, and who had received
very little attention from the Government.
He would not mention any roads in parti-
cular which stood in need of repairs; they
were known to Mr. Clinton, and he trusted
that in the apportionment of the vote they
would not be forgotten.

Mr. Auuvrst said he was not surprised
at the complaints of the hon. member (Mr.
Groom), nor should he be surprised if the
hon. member for Moreton followed suit.
Both their distriets had hitherto been
nursed in the lap of luxury at the expense
of the rest of the colony. He believed it
was the intention of the Government to do
equal justice throughout the colony; and
if any proof were needed of their wisdom
in pressing forward the Divisional Boards
Bill, it was the speech which the hon.
member (Mr. Groom) had just delivered.
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It was the old idea—there had been a
flood, and the Government must give
£100,000 to repair the roads and bridges.
Let them all take a share in the work.
Pioneers as they all were they could not
have everything smooth, and they must do
the best they could for themselves, with
judicious Government aid, under all circum-
stances.

The MiNisTER FOR WoORKS said that if it
was impossible for a Minister to distribute
the vote in an equitable manner, when he
had every information at his hands, and
could visit each district personally if he
chose, how could it be expected that the
Committee could do it better? The old
system had resulted in nothing but log-
rolling on both sides, and if the items
were scheduled now the same kind of thing
would be repeated. It would be far bet-
ter and easier to vote a lump sum on the
knowledge the Minister had of the wants,
and allow him to appropriate it as required.
The argument of the hon. member (Mz.
Groom) cut the ground from under his own
feet. The hon. member referred to the
damage done by floods to the roads. Sup-
posing each item had been scheduled, how
could the Minister appropriate more for
any particular distriet than had been voted
forit? It might be an easy matter to get
a vote for unforeseen expenses, but it was
a different thing to get the money after-
wards. As far as Darling Downs was con-
cerned—leaving the bad weather out of the
question—the vote would meet all the
requirements of the district as far as main-
tenance was concerned. Besides, the Divi-
sional Boards Bill would, he hoped, be in
working operation throughout the colony
next year, and it would be within the power
of the differentdivisions toobtain their share
of the loan vote of £100,000, which, with
the sums on the Estimates, would be more
than sufficient to make the roads of the
colonyas good as theyever were. Asto East
and West Moreton, the same remark might
be made, and there was already a larger
extent of good roads and more bridges and
culverts in those districts than in any other
distriet in the colony. As to the district
of Enoggera, it would without a doubt get
its fair share so long as the hon. member
(Mzr. Dickson) could raise a weekly or
fortnightly deputation—at which he was
an adept—to press the Minister to make a
particular road here and a particular bridge
there. That hon. member would see that
his district got its fairshare of the £20,000.
Although the new system might have some
disadvantages, it would do away with the
system of log-rolling which had prevailed
here—at least, since he had been in the
House.

Mr. Henprex wished he could say the
same of the roads about Ipswich as the
Minister for Works had said of those about
Brisbane. For instance, the road from the
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town boundary to the coal mines was quite
impassable. It wasa perfectly level road
two and a-half miles in length, and it was
travelled over every day by twenty or
thirty six-horse coal drays, carrying a ton
and a-half each. Hehoped the Minister for
‘Works would authorise the repairing of
that road, as until something was done the
coal industry would be almost stopped and
great inconvenience caused to a large farm-
mg district which was tapped by the same
road.

Mr. Kixgsrorp said if the Minister for
‘Works would go with him he could point
out a few spots in the distriet which he
had not visited. If something were not
done soon all communication would be shut
off and each person imprisoned in his own
domicile. A cursory glance at the Esti-
mates in New South Wales would convinee
any hon. member that the elaborate and
comprehensive way in which they were
placed before that Assembly was much
better than the form adopted here. Plac-
ing such large lump sums on the Estimates
would increase the evil of deputationising
a thousand fold. He should not be back-
ward while others were scrambling to
secure their share of expenditure ; whereas,
had the places been named at which the
money would be spent, he should have been
compelled to be satisfied. There was
another reason why details should be given.
He should not cast any reflection on the
present Minister for Works—he believed a
more honourable gentleman had never filled
that office—but a large sum of money like
that in hand for disposal gave the Minister
an undue power, which, if unserupulous, he
might use for improper purposes. The
influence which the late Government were
said to have used by means of road gangs
would be nothing compared with the in-
fluence that might be exerted by Ministers
of the Crown having such large sums in
their hands for disposal.

Mr. Karzs said there was a difference of
more than £9,000 in the Darling Downs
vote—it was little more than half the
amountvotedlast year. Thehon. memberfor
Northern Downs had said he had no reason
to complain of the way in which his dis-
triet had been treated by the Minister for
Works. He (Mr. Kates) hoped, therefore,
as Northern Downs seemed to be included
in the Darling Downs vote, that the whole of
the small amount proposed would be
expended in the southern portion of the
district. He could assure the hon. gentle-
man that the roads in that distriet—in two
localities especially—stood in great need
of attention. It was a pity that some
other departments had not been selected for
retrenchment to meet the deficiency.

Mr. Rea said the Minister for Works had
told the Committee that his previous know-
ledge of theioadsinthe Eastand West More-
tonand Darling Downs districts was nothing
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compared to what he had acquired since
from personal experience; and he should
like to know how much his knowledge had
benefited with regard to the Rockhampton
district? Had he personally examined the
roads in that district ?

Mpr. Barney said that the people in his
district were not able to deputationise the
Minister, and had to trust entirely to his
honour, integrity, and goodwill” to the
district supposed to be benefited. The
amount of £9,700 was put down for the
Wide Bay and Burnett district, and that,
he was told, included the Mulgrave dis-
trict. In the combined district therve were
five very long main roads—Maryborough
to Bundaberg ; Maryborough to Gayndah;
Maryborough to Gympie; Gympie to
Noosa; and Gympie to Brisbane. Some
of the culverts had been washed away in
the recent floods, and a week or two ago
the roads were simply impassable. Would
a certain sum be fixed for expenditure on
those main roads, or would there be a
danger of a large portion of the money
being given to one favoured distriet while
others were neglected ? :

The Minister ror Works said if the
hon. member’s constituents could not de-
putationise, they sent a great many peti-
tions. Nearly all the roads in the colony
at the present time were impassable, bub
that was the fault of the rain and not of
the Minister for Works. After a few days’
hot sun the roads would be passable if no
culverts had been washed away. The
various sums would be apportioned, on the
recommendation of the road inspectors, in
accordance with requirements and from
his own personal inspection; and he should
endeavour to carry out the work so as to
give satisfaction. In reply to the hon.
member for Rockhampton, he might say
that, before taking office, he was person-
ally acquainted with many of the roads in
the Central district, and nearly all in the
North. He intended, moreover, to sup-
plement that knowledge as soon as he pos-
sibly could.

Mr. Garrick said the sum of £52,000
voted last year had not been enough to
keep the roads in the Hast and West
Moreton distriet in a proper state, and he
failed to see how the work was to be done
for £20,000. The Minister for Works had
been, he believed, as far as Caboolture,
but had he been to the heads of the rivers
—North Pine, South Pine, Caboolture,
Maroochie, and Mooloolah—he would
have found that the farmers there were
unable to get their produce to market.
He did not know to what extent the
£20,000 would be supplemented. He did
not know whether any part of the £100,000
loan for road boards and shire councils
would be given to the Moreton districts,
but. seeing the state the roads must be in
after the recent wet weather, £20,000 must
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be perfectly useless fo keep the roads here
in traversable order during the present
year; and as the Divisional Boards could
not come in force Dbefore the end of.the
year he could not see that much could be
got by rates. The vote before the Com-
mittee was a departure from what had
been the practice since 1872. Ever since
then the appropriations had been defined,
and the present was the first occasion
upon which Ministers had taken upon
themselves to appropriate the whole vote.
The Government might use it with judg-
ment and impartiality ; but, on the other
hand, they might not do so. It was
placing a huge power in their hands to
allow them to appropriate the whole of
the vote. They knew that most Govern-
ments were apt to show more consideration
to those who supported them than to those
who opposed them ; and as within East
and West Moreton, which distriets were
lumped in the Estimate, there were staunch
supporters and opponents of the Govern-
ment, he sincerely hoped that when next
year came, and they should have to inquire
as to how the money had been expended,
they would learn that political considera-
tions had not entered into it.

Mr. Griues said it appeared to him they
were legislating in the dark with reference
to this vote. They were given to under-
stand that if the Divisional Boards Bill
passed only main roads would be keptin
order by the Government, and they should
therefore have some schedule of what the
Government called main roads. The Esti-
mates should also be brought down in a
form showing how the amount asked for
was to be spent. The Committee could
not tell whether the amount would be
sufficient or not, and which roads the
Government intended to make or Lkeep
in repair. Did the Government consider
those main roads over which the mails
were carried P

Mzr. GarBicx said he should really like
to get some information from the Minister
for Works as to whether the road votes
generally would be supplemented out of
the £100,000 loan. He was quite confident
that the £20,000 put down for the Moreton
distriets would not give the settlers in his
district roads to their markets.

The MinisTER FoR WOREs said the
$£46,000 vote for roads and bridges for the
Southern Division would be supplemented
from the £100,000 loan. The Government
would have to do it by careful diseretion,
and whatever the supplementary amount
might be it would be spent under the
authority of the Divisional Boards, and
not the Government. Had it not been for
the exceptional weather they had had and
were likely to have, he was sorry to add,
the £20,000 would have been quite suffi-
cient for the requirements of East and
‘West Moreton. :
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Mr. Garrick would like to know upon
what prineiple the £100,000 would be allo-
cated? Ministers were asking a large
power, not only with regard to these yearly
sums for roads and bridges, but to the loan
appropriation also.

The MixisteEr For Worrks said the
hon. gentleman need not be afraid about
the power of the Government as far as
the £100,000 was concerned. The money
would be apportioned in proportion to the
rating of the district, and there would be
no undue power in the hands of the Gov-
ernment. The divisional board, as soon as
it was elected, could set to work to ascer-
tain the value of the rateable property in
the district. It might be twelve, fifteen,
or eighteen months before a district might
be brought under the Act; but, as soon as
the rating was done and each district knew
the amount for which it ecould demand an
endowment, the Government would know
the proportion of the loan vote which had
to be given to the district.

Mr. Garrick said the hon. gentleman
put down twelve months as the earliest
time within which the Divisional Boards
Bill could be brought into operation; and
it was clear, therefore, that the country
would want something over and above the
votes on the Estimafes before that time.
It was quite elear that the £20,000 would
not be sufficient for the Moreton distriets,
and that, in the face of the admission of
the Minister for Works that nothing was
to be expected from rating for the next
twelve months, an additional expenditure
would be required before that time, so that
the £100,000 on loan would be required
irrespective of the allotments under the
Divisional Boards Bill. The House was
induced to pass that Bill on the understand-
ing that this sum of £100,000 would he
available during the current year. Any
sum that the Government intended to give
to the divisional boards should be sub-
mitted in a specified form.

Mr. Brarriz would have been glad if a
schedule of the manner in which Govern-
ment intended to spend the vote before the
Committee had been placed before hon.
members ; it would have been much more
satisfactory to know the particular roads
upon which it was proposed to spend the
money, and it would have prevented a great
deal of the complaints that had been heard
of Ministers being ‘deputationised” by
members and their constituents. Looking
at the reductions proposed in this year's
vote over last year’s, e found that certain
reductions had been made in the Roads
and DBridges Department, and that the
amount of the expenditure for superin-
tendence and office work in connection with
the £46,000 set down for the Southern
Division came to something like £7,000.
It was only a few hundreds less than last
year when the expenditure was £98,000,
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He thought that was too much. Was it
the intention to keep up this expensive staff
to simply to look after the main roads of
the colony, presuming that the different
populous districts would be brought under
the operation of the Divisional Boards Bill,
and that they would be taxed to pay these
salaries in addition to their other taxes?
That would be most unfair. He hoped the
Minister for Works would agree to the
suggestion of the hon. member (Mr. Dick-
son), and furnish a schedule showing the
expenditure in each district, because it
would be much more satisfactory in every
way.

1\}/3:1'. Drcxson said another inconvenience
arising from the system adopted by the
Minister for Works was that there would
be no record in the Auditor-General’s
report of the expenditure upon the dif.
ferent roads of the colony. The Auditor-
General was guided in his accounts by the
distinet appropriations made by Parliament
for the different services, and in his report
for the year ending on the 30th June, 1880,
they would find the expenditure in ylobo—
so mueh for each of these districts, Eastand
West Moreton, Darling Downs, Western
district, and 'Wide Bay and Burnett dis-
tricts—without any of the details they
were accustomed to receive from that
officer, showing the expenditure upon each
road, and what had lapsed or remained to
be carried forward to the ensuing year.
This was a serious fault. It was at all
times desirable that the accounts of the
colony should be placed before the public
as clearly as possible. He hoped the
Minister for Works would promise to
bring down a schedule of the expen-
diture on these roads, which would be a
guide to the Auditor-General in showing
the expenditure that had been authorised
under respective Parliamentary appropria-
tions. He also hoped the Works Depart-
ment would adhere to the present system
of keeping a separate account of the ex-
penditure on each road, because if the
House passed these estimatesasnowframed,
and no separate accounts were kept in that
department, they would be quite unable to
trace how much money had been spent
upon the individual roads of the colony.
If the schedule he asked for were not forth-
coming, one of the first things he should do
next session would be to move for a return
of the expenditure on the different roads
of the colony; but that would be only a
departmental return, and would not carry
with it the same weight as the report of the
Auditor-General. The omission of such
information from the report of that officer
was, to his mind, a fatal objection to the
system now introduced by the Minister for
Works.

The Mixister rFor Works said the
Anditor-General need not alter his report
in the slightest, because every sum of
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money spent upon a road would be made a
special appropriation, and that would be at
the disposal of the Auditor-General for
report just the same as at present. Every
penny expended would be accounted for
the same as before.

Mr. Dickson said the Auditor-General
was guided by parliamentary appropria-
tions, and the money was expended ac-
cordingly. If expenditure for any service
exceeded that, an Executive minute must
be obtained for further expenditure, to be
subsequently sanctioned by Parliament;
and the hon. gentleman should not con-
fuse a distinet parliamentary appropriation,
which was accepted by the Auditor-Gene-
ral in framing his report, with expenditure
upon HExecutive authority which must be
obtained from time to time in anticipation
of parliamentary appropriation.

The Preurer said the. objection raised
by the hon. member had no practical effect
whatever. The Auditor-General reported
upon the accounts put before him by the
Treasury Department, and it was in the
power of the Treasury to put in detail as
fully as they pleased the individual items
that made up the tolal amounts put down
on the Estimates. He further questioned
very much whether the information in the
Auditor-General’s report should be given
so much in detail. The hon. gentle-
man (Mr. Dickson) ignored altogether the
reason the Ministry had for bringing for-
ward these Estimates this year less in
detail. It had been an acknowledged
evil ever since he had been in the
House that when ifems were given
in detail—so much on one road and so
much on another—it was impossible for
members to arrive at any just eonclusion
as to the mnecessity of the vote. But as
the Hstimates were now prepared they
were able to form a judgment as to whether
the amount put down was sufficient for
each district;—they eould say, for instance,
from their general knowledge of the
country, whether £46,000 was sufficient for
the Southern Division, but they eould not
arrive at a conclusion if the 1tems were
given in detail. 'With regard to the depu-
tationising of the Minister for Works, he
did not look upon it as such a very great
evil. No doubt the Minister might be in-
fluenced by the representations made to
him, but e was not likely to be turned
aside from what he believed to be the
proper course to pursue. The Hstimates
were fairly apportioned to the different
divisions of the colony. The hon. member
for Rast Moreton complained very much of
the amounts put down, but the Government
could not put down larger amounts without
facing additional taxation, which they de-
clined to do. If any party in the House
was prepared to take 1t in hand to increase
the main estimate for the Public Works
Department, let them do so; but the Gov.
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ernment did not see their way to do it, or
to increase the vote for the Southern divi-
sion. He explained all about the £100,000
referred to when the Divisional Boards
Bill was passing through. The main point
the hon. member wished to know was
whether during the current year the Gov-
ernment would expend any portion of that
£100,000; and, as stated by the Minister
for Works, with discretion they would.
No prudent Treasurer would spend too
much of a loan vote in anticipation. To
ask how much of that £100,000 would
be spent this year was a question which
neither the Minister for Works nor the
Treasurer could answer.

Mr. Dicksox said that the hon. gentle-
man showed that, by the system proposed
by the Government, not only did they evade
parliamentary control on the mode in which
the money was to be spent, but it was
possible, also, by it to mislead the Auditor-
General. By appropriating these large
sums the hon. gentleman set at defiance all
inquiry by the Auditor-General, and could
spend them in whatever direction the
Minister for Works chose, and so long
as the sum put down for the Southern
Division was not excceded the Auditor-
General could make no objection what-
ever. That was altogether a different
system from that which had been in force
hitherto. The hon. gentleman knew that
the Estimates passed by Parliament were a
guide to the Auditor-Greneral in checking
the expenditure, but under the proposed
system not only was no information vouch-
safed to the Committee and the Committee
itself debarred from expressing any opinion
upon the various roads, but so long as the
total vote was not exceeded the Auditor-
General had no opportunity to report on the
manner in which these services were treated.
He was sorry to see that so large an ex-
penditure was to be at the mercy of the
Government of the day, and that not even
the Auditor-General was to have any check
overit. Although the present Government
might not abuse the confidence that the
Committee reposed in them, still they were
introducing a vicious and dangerous prin-
ciple into our financial system. For those
reasons he should like to see them abandon
it, and allow the expenditure for roads to
be considered in the same way it had
always been.

The PreMIER said it was evident there
was some confusion in the mind of the hon.
member as to the duties of the Auditor-
General. Surely the hon. member did not
mean to tell the Committee that part of the
duties of an Auditor-General was to give
an opinion as to the right of a Minister
to expend money on a particular road in
a district? The Government asked for
£20,000 for the East and West Moreton
distriets. If they speént that money
they would furnish vouchers of expen-
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diture to the Auditor-General, who would
examine them to see that the money
had been spent on the roads in the More-
ton districts and on nothing else, but
whether it had been spent on one road
or on another was nothing to the Auditor-
That gentleman would receive
vouchers in the usual way, and his duties
would not be circumscribed in any one
respect. All the Government said was,
that they would not give in detail the
expenditure on the various districts, as, if
such details were printed in a schedule, the
Committee was incompetent to say whether
it was a proper schedule or not. They
merely asked for a power that they already
possessed and which Ministers always exer-
cised. It wasthe system of passing paltry
little sums of £100 or so every year thathad
forced the evil of deputations, and it was
through it that extravagance was éncour-
aged. The mere fact of £100 having been
placed on the Estimates for a bit of road
one year led people to think that the same
amount should be voted year by year, and
it was a most difficult thing to get an item
off the Estimates when 1t had once ap-
peared on them. That was another proof
that the system proposed was the most
sensible way of dealing with the question.
He did not suppose his hon. colleague
would have the slightest objection to lay
on the table any information by which he
had arrived at the requirements of the
various distriets.

Mr. KixesrorD said that a Minister had
something moretodo thanmerely to ask that
Committee for a sum of money, as it was his
duty to tell the Committee where and how
such money was to be expended. He con-
sidered that if any information was re-
quired as to how money should be expended
the representatives of the districls were the
best persons to give it, and it was not right
for the Government to ignore them alto-
gether in the matter. The whole speech of
the hon. gentleman teemed with this idea—
that all the Committee had to do was to
pass the money and leave the Government
to spend it how and where they liked.

The PrEvIer said the hon. member
had misunderstood him, as he had stated
over and over again what the Government
intended to do with the money—namely,
to expend £20,000 on the roads in the
Moreton districts. If the Committee asked
him to give detailed information of every
little road, all he could say was that the
Government were not prepared to do it;
the Committee was not a suitable tribunal
to submit such information to. The Minis-
ter for Works was a far more suitable
tribunal, and it would be his duty to see
that the money was properly expended.
The system of schedules had only found
favour in the Southern districts, as the
Northern and Central districts had always
had their money for roads voted in lump
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sums. The Southern districts were always
wanting to put in an additional item, until
the schedule got so gigantic that some
new system was necessary to overcome the
difficulty.

Mr. THoRN said that the Minister for
‘Works made a great mistake in not coming
down with a schedule of roads required;
but shortly there would be several elec-
tions taking place in the southern part of
the colony, and, let the Minister for Works
be ever so immaculate, people out of doors
would accuse him of corruption.

The Premier said the Minister for
‘Works and himself sat down to study the
schedule of last year, and found that the
only information that could be given upon
the items was from the road overseer for
the district.

Mr. Garricx said that in putting down
a lump sum the first thing to be ascer-
tained was the details. How, then, could
the Minister for Works have arrived at this
£20,000 if he had not full information?
The Premier had said that they would not
be troubled withthe littleroads, but was not
that 'in opposition to the very thing they
had been striving for—the settlement of
the colony? It was settlement which made
the little roads necessary, and when there
was a demand for them it was a good
indication that settlement was going on.
As there had been more settlement in the
southern part of the colony than anywhere
else, it was there the most roads were re-
quired, and there was no necessity for speak-
ing of the litle roads in a contemptuous
way. The Premier had said the £20,000 was
in the discretion of the Ministry; but, if
they had complained of the want of infor-
mation about that, how much more need
had they to ask in vreference to the
£100,000° After what had been done
in the past in electioneering matters,
although the Ministry was a strong-minded
one they were not so strong-minded as
not to be made to give away something—
that had been made evident already.
He would also wish to know next year how
the money had been expended P—would
the Minister for Works keep the same sets
of books in the Works Office as were now
kept—a ledger account being opened for
each road, or would there be but one account
for the Moretons opened with this credit of
£20,000? It was necessary that thé books
in the Works Department should be kept
in such a way that when returns were
called for they would show how the money
had been expended. The Moretons com-
prised nine electorates, their representa-
tives occupying various positions in the
House, some on the Government benches
and cross-benches, and others on the Oppo-
sition benches and cross-benches—and hon.
members could draw their own inference
from the fact that it was only the repre-
sentatives of the Moretons sitting with the
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Opposition who troubled themselves about
how the money was to be spent.

The Ministsr ror Works hoped the
members for the electorates of the More-
tons would not be ‘drawn” by the hon.
member. It was not much to be wondered
at that members on the Government side
did not speak, for they had sufiicient confi-
dence in the Government to anticipate that
they would allocate the money fairly and
impartially, and were tired of long speeches
repeated over and over again. Probably,
hon. members on the other side had as
much eonfidence, but preferred to speak to
their constituents to remaining silent. He
had already answered the questions of the
hon. member when he told the hon. mem-
ber for Enoggera that the books in the
Works Office would be kept in the way
they had been, in such a manner that every
item could be shown, and what road or
bridge or culvert had had money spent on it.
The hon. member was only raising a useless
discussion when he asked for more infor-
mation about the votes, because he had been
told already thatthe £100,000 would be spent
with discretion in anticipation of the levying
of the rate. The hon. member forgot it
might be struck many months before it
was levied, but when it was struck Gov-
ernment would be in a position to appor-
tion the money and give it to the divisional
boards to s%end. He, himself, did not
want to spend the £100,000, and wished the
divisional boards would spend the £20,000
as well as the other sum and relieve him
of the responsibility. Hitherto, when the
road votes came on for discussion, they had
acted more like a parish meeting than an
Assembly of legislators, and the system
introduced here was the only one which
could relieve them of that work, besides
being the fairest and most honest way of
expending the money forroads and bridges.
If Goverment were not fit to be entrusted
with this expenditure they were not fit to
be a Ministry.

Mr., Garrick said that in a little while
it would be impossible to speak in the
House since everything was to be called
useless discussion, and every time they
said anything they were to ?e accused of
making a speech to their constituents.
He had diserimination between the striking
and the levying of the rate; he had said
the striking of the rate could not be made
for nine months of the financial year, but
the divisional boards would in the mean-
time want something to-go on with, and
what he wanted to arrive at was, would
any part of this £100,000 be given before
the rate was struck, not before it was
levied.

Mr. Res said that all Government ap-
peared to have done was to take the last
year’s votes of the late Ministry and divide
by half. That was all the trouble they

i had taken to get at what was necessary for
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roads and bridges. Therewas a vagueness
about this which was only part and parcel
of everything they had done since May.
As to the votes, they would be allocated by
Miunisters, in their discretion, where their
supporters lay, and that was their reason
for objecting to specific roads being men-
tioned, It would tie them down too
much. Their railways were just the same.
They would spend the money to favour
their friends, and leave those out in the
cold who were likely to vote against them.

Mr. Dicksox said that the Govern-
ment had given an extraordinary amount
of information to the Committee.  The
only thing he was surprised at was
that they had brought down Estimates at
all, and had not asked for a lump sum of
£1,129,696 to defray the expenses of the
colony. He could lLave quite understood
the grandeur of such a conception, and it
would have shown their appreciation of
the criticisms directed against the Esti-
mates by the Opposition. Hon. members
on the other side did not seem to distress
themselves very much about the matter.
Had the Minister for Works been in
Opposition he would have been one of the
first to resist the attempt by any Govern-
ment to obtain the eommand of £46,000 on
such vague and indefinite terms.

Mr., McLuan said that if the Minister
for Works had informed the Committee,
when the question was asked him at &
o’clock, that he had arrived at his conclu-
sions from a schedule in his possession
based on the reports of the engineers, one-

~half the discussion would have been
avoided. The knowledge of that fact would
have been s satisfaction to the Committee.

Mr. Barey did not look upon the old
system with any degree of favour. Themoney
was allotted to the several districts, but the
making of the roads was only a secondary
consideration. But he wanted alittle more
information with regard to the Wide Bay
and Burnett. A sum of £20,000 was voted
for roads to goldfields. Would the Min-
ister for Works say whether any portion of
that sum would be expended on a road to the
newgoldfieldlately discovered near Giympie?
There were sixty or eighty miners working
there under fearful disadvantages; they
had proved the field to be a permanent one;
and he (Mr. Bailey) believed it would be
even better than Gympie.

The MinisteR For WORKs said the hon.
member (Mr. Bailey) was very sanguine in
saying that the new goldfield would be as
good as Gympie. It was a bold assertion
to malke, for nothing was more deceptive
than the first appearance of a new goldfield.
However, if it turned out a really good
field, he would certainly make a road to it.
In reply to the assertion of the hon. member
(Mzr. Rea), that he would spend this money
solely upon his supporters, he could only
appeal to the members for Darling Downs
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and Rosewood * to say whether he had
made any distinction in their electorates,
with the money voted for them, with that
of any represented by members sitting on
this side. ~ The Government had spent
money all over the Darling Downs as
voted, although a former Minister for
Works said he would not spend a penny of
it. ‘When at Rosewood he saw that the
farmers had roads which he was ashamed
of, and at once spent between £700 and
£800 upon them. A sufficient answer to
the allegations of the hon. member was an
appeal to his actions in the past. ‘

Mr. Rea said he found a sufficient justi-
fication for what he had said in the fact
that it was not until a certain election was
about to take place that they had any in-
timation that the Darling Downs was fo
have branch lines of railway.

Mr. Baynes said he hoped the Minister
for Works would visit the much-neglected
district of the Burnett, for he, as a “sup-
porter ” of the hon. gentleman, could say
that as yet no concession had been made
to him. The late Government placed
£2,000 on the Estimates for the Burnett
district, and half of it had not been spent.
The ex-Treasurer was a great hand at de-
tailed statements, buthe didnotleave behind
him any money to carry out those details.
There was an elaborate set of details,
but no money. Under the new »édgime,
although the amount was small, he had
no doubt the Government were sincere
in their intention to spend it. He was
surprised to hear the way in which the
hon. member for North Brisbane spoke
of the pastoral lessees the other evening.
He could inform the Committee that the
proprietors of Auburn Station had paid
£1,000 a-year rent for the last eight years,
during which time only £300 had been
spent on their roads. His constituents had
been shamefully treated by past Govern-
ments, and very much mneglected by the
present one.  The Mackenzie bridge, near
(Gayndah, was now absolutely unsafe, and
unless something were done to it there
would be loss of life or property. The
discussion that had just taken place was a
strong argument in favour of the Divisional
Boards Bill, for it secemed as though the
House was degenerating into a vestry.
The small sum of £9,700 was to be divided
between the Wide Bay and Burnett dis-
trict and the electorate of the Premier, and
there would probably be very little left for
the Burnett, especially the upper portion.
He was sure, however, that his electorate
would not be any longer neglected.

Mr. Groox said if the House had de-
generated into a vestry, the hon. member
(Mr. Baynes) had made the most parochial
speech, and apparently a successful one.
The present state of things looked very like
“bumbledom.” Ifthepresent Ministry were
not in power the vote would not be allowed
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to pass to-night. - 'When a vote for £2,000
for telegraphing and miscellaneous ser-
vices was before the House the present
Ministry, then in Opposition, refused to
let it pass until a detailed statement was
laid on the table; and, now that a vote of
£46,000 was proposed, not the slightest in-
formation was vouchsafed. Hon. members’
constituents were suppesed not to know
their own requirements so well as a Gov-
ernment sitting in Queen street. This
was the first time a vote had been brought
down in that form. The Premier should
not forget that hon. members had a lively
recollection of him in Opposition—a more
bitter Oppositionno Governmentcould have.
‘When a follower of Mr. Palmer he always
ingisted upon haying full information upon
all Estimates. Now he was bringing down
an entirely new scheme ; and, although he
might think it a correct one, hon. members
generally would consider that the different
districts had a right to know what amount
of money they would be entitled to from
those votes. When at the tail-end of last
session the hon. gentleman assisted his
followers to obtain votes his argument was,
“'Who is so well able to judge of the re-
quirements of a district as the member?”
but now they were told they knew nothing
whatever about the matter. It was the
first time he had heard such an argument
used, and it seemed strange to hear the
hon. gentleman uttering such sentiments.
The dictatorial speech of the Premier had
almost inclined -him to indulge in a little
obstruction ; but, in deference to hon.
members on that side, he would not do so;
but he would say that he had never before
heard a Premier adopt such a dictatorial
tone.

Mr. Horwirz said the sum put down for
the Darling Downs distriet was very small,
and, when divided, the amount for his
distriet would be hardly worth speaking
about. The district was a very large one,
and the sum proposed would be %ardly
sufficient to put one or two of the prineipal
roads in a proper state of repair.

Mr. Tyrer said he did not agree with
the Premier that the Minister for Works
was a better judge of the wants of the
various districts than the members them-
selves. He knew something about his
distriet, and he could assure the Committee
that the road between Warwick and Stan-
thorpe was in a fearful state. He wished
to draw the attention of the Committee to
a curious method which had been adopted
in Warwick towards repairing the road
between there and Stanthorpe. A fee of
£2 had been levied upon cvery dray travel-
ling between those towns. On Friday last
twelve waggons went into Stanthorpe; on
Saturday five, on Monday seven, showing
there was a considerable amount of traffic on
theroad. The drays had been from ten days
to three weeks on the journey from the
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railway station to Stanthorpe, owing tothe
fearfully bad state of the roads; and he
thought that something should be placed
on the Supplementary Estimates for the
purpose of putting it in a passable state.

Mr. GrirriTH said that in 1876 a sum
of £100,000 was proposed on the Loan
Estimates for roads and bridges, but
the Opposition declined to discuss the
matter until particulars were given of the
works upon which it was intended to ex-
pend the money. Now the other view was
taken. The present Governmentwere sopure
and virtuous that it really was an insult to
suspect them of not spending the money in
the most straightforward manner. What
precautions had the Committee that this
sum of money would not be administered to
serve political purposes? He remembered
the time when the road votes were said
to be administered for electioneering pur-
poses. In the face of the means employed
by them to secure the Fortitude Valley
and Darling Downs elections, it was use-
less for the Government to pretend to be
more virtuous than any Ministry which
had preceded them. There would be elec-
tions between now and next session, and
the Government asked them to vote a
sum of money which they might spend in
any way they liked. The reasons given
for discontinuing the wholesome practice
adopted for the last seven years had been
quite inadequate. He admitted there were
inconveniences in both plans—those of the
one now adopted were very obvious; the
inconveniences of the other were, that the
powers of the Ministry to expend money
for political purposes were reduced to a
minimum.

Question put and passed.

On the motion of the MiNISTER FOR
‘Worxks, £10,410 was granted for salaries,
contingencies, and roads and bridges,
Central Division.

The Minister For Works moved that
£14,300 be granted for salaries, contingen-
cies, roads and bridges, Northern Division.

Mr. GrirrirH said as the road inspectors
at Townsville and Mackay had been dis-
pensed with, he would like to ask whether
the remaining inspector would be able to
manage for the North, and, if so, where his
head-quarters would be? )

The Miv1sTER FOR WORKS said theinspeca
tor’s head-quarters were at Cooktown at pre-
sent; but, in his opinion, they should be
moved to Port Douglas, as heing the more
central portion of the Cook district. With
one road inspector and the engineer of roads,
who would have more time at his disposal,
they should be able to carry on the North-
ern work equally as well as before.

Mer. Dicxsor said before the vote passed
it would be as well if the Minister for
‘Works would state that no influence from
the Opposition had induced him to make
such a small provision for roads and bridges
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for the Northern district. He was some-
what surprised at the hon. gentleman’s
temerity in considering that £12,400 was
sufficient for the road requirements of that
important division of the colony, as he was
inclined to think that the whole sum could
be expended in the Cook district alone.
He would also like to ask whether the road
inspectors, for whom no provision was
made on the Estimates, were absolutely
dismissed, or whether it was intended to
employ them in some other department ?

The Mixister vor WoRrEs replied that
the road inspector in the Southern Division
retired on his allowance. The other in-
spectors were dismissed. If the Govern-
ment could employ them in any other capa-
city with profit to the country they would
have the preference.

In reply to Mr. BEaTIIE,

The MinisTerR FoR Worxs said the road
inspector who would be brought to the
Logan from the North was Mr. Bergin,
who wasg on a former Estimate, and was
omitted by the late Government, but was
kept employed at special work.

Mr. Drcxsox said they had been told
the Cooktown road inspector was to be the
sole inspector for the Northern district,
and yet his travelling allowance was less
than one - third of the total travelling
allowances given to the three Northern
inspectors last year.

The MinisTer ¥oR WoORKS said that
each of the three Northern road inspectors
got £150 ; although £200 was down for the
Cooktown officer, he only received £150.
Practically the district would be little en-
larged, for if the Cooktown inspector was
stafioned at Port Douglas, and Mr. Mac-
millan, the Northern engineer of roads, at
Bowen, the North would be divided in two.
My, Macmillan, as he had already said,
would have more time on his hands when
the Divisional Boards Bill got into opera-
tion.

Mr. GrrrriTH said it was understood
that main roads were to be kept in order
by the Government, Would the hon.
gentleman tell the Committee what roads
there were in the Northern district except
main roads ?

The MiNisTeEr ¥oB WORKS was under-
stood to say that there were a great many
roads about Mackay, Bowen, Townsville,
Port Douglas, and Cooktown which were
not main ones. When the railway to
Charters Towers was finished it would be
the main road for a large part of the
distriet.

Question put and passed.

The M1n1STER FoR WORKS moved £9,360
for buildings and general votes—Sub-
division.

Mr. Dickson asked why no provision
was made on the Hstimates for water-rates
on Government buildings in Rockhampton
and Brisbane P
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The PrEMIER said that there was a sum
put on the Supplementary Hstimates last
year for this purpose, but it had not been
asked for by the department this year.

Question put and passed.

The Minister ror Mines (Mr. Macros-
san) moved £17,806 for the Department of
Mines—Goldfields, Geological Survey, Gov-
ernment Analytical Chemist, and Museum.

Mr. SEArrE was understood to say
that in moving the reduction of this item
by £700, the salary of the present Under
Secretary for Mines, he wished it to be
clearly understood that he made no veflec-
tion upon the way in which that officer
had conducted the department, but he
thought the amount of work done in the
department was so very small that the
country did not require a highly-paid
officer like the Under Secretary for Mines
to discharge the duties. Prior to 1874 the
work was done in the Works Department
by Mr. A. O. Herbert, who was also Com-
missioner for Railways and Under Secre-
tary for Works, so that that officer did
what it now took three Under Secretaries
to do; and he might also point out that
since the collapse of mining, after the
mania of 1871 and 1872, the great press of
work in this department had considerably
decreased. The creation of that new depart-
ment was unnecessary, but the action of the
present Government in carrying on the
department was very excusable, because
when they came into office they were sad-
dled, as it were, with a legacy of the late
Government, and until some action was
taken in the matter it was their duty to
perpetuate it : but he hoped to be able to
show that such a highly-paid officer as the
Under Secretary for Mines was not re-
quired. The other Under Secretaries had
a great deal more work to do. The Under
Secretary for Lands had the expenditure
of £57,554; the Under Secretary for
‘Works had to look after the expenditure of
£93,343 ; of Public Instruetion, £113,823;
of the Treasury, £107,918; the Commis-
sioner for Railways, £165,784; the Under
Secretary for the Post Office, £108,130;
and the Under Colonial Secretary had
£279,000 to look after; while the Under
Secretary for Mines had the gigantic sum
of £17,896 to expend. He said to pay any
officer £700 a year to look after the expen-
diture of £17,000 was an extravagance that
they were hardly justified in perpetuating.
1he revenue derived from the Mines De-
partment was only about £17,000; and as
the expenditure was £17,890, the country
lost something like £1,000, so that it was
their imperative, though painful, duty to
cut down the department, arid they should
do so as far as possible, in fairness. He
would also point out that the Mines De-
partment had not been conducted as it
ought to have been under the circum-
stances. The present Under Secretary was
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appointed in July, 1874, as Inspector of
Mines, at a salary of £500, which had been
increased to £700. Since 1874 the work of
the department had been very inefficiently
done. From that year until 1878 there
was no report of the department laid before
the House, althougl, while they had such
a highly-paid officer in charge of it, the
country had aright to expect,and to demand,
a report. It was rather strange that, prior
to the report of 1878 being published, Mr.
Warden Gill was brought down to Bris-
bane for two or three months, and there
was a strong suspicion that he was prepar-
ing the report that was laid on the table
last year. He had noreason for supposing
that the Under Secretary for Mines was
not eapable of drawing up a report of that
sort; but, still, there was the fact that for
three or four years no report was prepared,
and as soon as Mr. Gill came down out
came the report. That was bad enough,
but he found in the next year that Mr.
Gill was again requested or instructed
to attend in Brisbane for two or three
months, and shortly afterwards out came
another report. These might be two
“undesigned coincidences’” with reference
to this report and Mr. Gill, but hon. mem-
bers could draw their own conclusions.
There was another fact to which he would
call attention—namely, that during the
last few years two mew wardenships had
been created in the Palmer district, and two
wardens, Messrs. Towner and Farrelly, had
been appointed over the heads of those who
had been in the department for years, and
who had proved themselves well adapted
for their duties in every way. He could
not altogether acquit the present Under
Secretary of the department of a certain
amount of favouritism in reference to those
. appointments, and he thought that anyone
on reading the papers which had been laid
on the table would come to the same con-
clusion. He moved that the item of £700
be omitted.

The Minister ror Mines said the hon.
member, in moving the omission of the
item, must intend to abolish the Mines
Department altogether. The reason given
by the hon. member was that the permanent
head of the department must have very
little to do, as he had so little money to
administer ; but he might inform the hon.
member that there were many departments
which had no money whatever to ad-
minister. He was quite willing to admit
that there was not so much work to do in
the Mines Department as there ought fo
be, but that was not the fault of the
department, but arose from a want of
legislation, and’ he could assure the hon.
member that if the Bill before the
House was passed the gentleman at the
head of the department would have quite
enough to do. It was his intention,
should he succeed in ecarrying the Bill,
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to make the Under Secretary Chief Inspec-
tor of Mines also, and to give him plenty
of work to do in addition to what he already
had. He was quite sure that if he was
able to carry out Lis idea of effecting a
whole re-administration of the department,
and of handing over to the Under Secretary
all the copper, tin, coal, and other mines,
that gentleman would have quite enough
to do. With regard to the amendment, it
would be rather an extraordinary thing to
tell the other colonies that this colony had
abolished its Mines Department. It was
the attraction of the goldfields which had
brought thousands of men to this colony
from the neighbouring colonies without
putting the colony to one shilling of expense;
and if the Committee were to advertise, as
they would do by abolishingthe department,
that the mines had fallentothe low condition
referred to by the hon. member for Burke,
they might bid adieu to any fresh acces-
sions of miners from either Vietoria or
New South Wales. With regard to the
appointments alluded to by the hon. mem-
ber, the Under Secretary was not respon-
sible for any appointment, but only the
Minister who made it. It was true that a
Minister might act on the advice of his
Under Secretary, but still he was respon-
sible, and therefore it was unfair to
attempt to shift the responsibility from the
shoulders of the Minister on to the head
of the permanent head of the department.
In reference to the appointments them-
selves, of Messrs. Towner and Farrelly, the
last-named gentleman was far from a new
chum, as he had had considerable experience
in the Mines Department. The other officer,
Mr. Towner, had not had the same experi-
ence in the department, but he had been a
very active and energetic police officer, and
he possessed qualities which the other did
not. Being active and energetic, and hav-
ing a large district to look after, he had
been a most valuable officer in hunting up
thousands of Chinamen to see that they
did not defraud the State. Allusion had
also been made to Mr. Gill, and to
his having had to make way for those
appointments ; but Mr. Gill had not left
the department, and was ouly on leave
of absence for six months. He was
not out of employment through the ap-
pointment of either Mr. Towner or
Mr. Farrelly. He (Mr. Macrossan) had
offered Mr. Gill two appointments, which
that gentleman had refused for, no doubt,
good reasons to himself. He hoped the
amendment would be withdrawn, as no
worse misfortune could happen to Queens-
land than the abolition of the Mines De-
partment. No doubt, the mines were dull
just now, but goldfields were always sub-
Ject to periods of depression, and there was
no reason to suppose that there would not
be a change for the better. As he had
already said, he looked upon it as most
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unwise to do anything that would tend to
cause the abolition of the Mines Depart-
ment.

Mr. MorexesD asked if the Minister
for Mines could inform him whether Mr.
Towner was a relative of the Under Secre-
tary of Mines?

The MivisTer ToR MinEs: Of my own
knowledge, I do not know.

Mr. MoreEEAD said he had reason to
believe that he was his nephew. He quite
agreed with the Minister for Mines that
the Mining Department was a very im-
portant one; but it might be very effi-
ciently managed by the present chief clerk,
and perhaps quite as well as by the Under
Secretary, who seemed to have little else
to do but to walk up and down Queen
street.

Mzr. Truorx said that he appointed both
the wardens who had been referred to, and
he believed both gentlemen had proved
themselves to be most efficient officers before
he gave them those appointments. His
prineipal object in appointing Mr. Towner
was because he wanted him to hunt up
the Chinamen who tried to defraud the
revenue; and in a very short time, owing
to that officer’s exertions, the sum received
from the Chinese was nearly quadrupled.
‘With regard to Mr. Lukin, who was also an
efficient officer, he might inform hon, mem-
bers that that gentleman did a great deal
more work than was supposed, and when the
copper, tin, and other mines were placed
under his charge, he would have more work
to do than any other two Under Secretaries.
Mr. Lukin even now did more work than
the Under Secretary to the Treasury, and
if Government added other duties to what
he now did he would hold a very important
position. At one time it was contemplated
to appoint a Minister for Mines, and as
there were only four Ministers in the
House now they might fill up their number
in that way. If the department were
abolished he would look on it as a stab at
" one of the greatest industries in the colony.

Mr. Arceer would vote against the
reduction on different grounds.” He had
neither appointed these officers, nor was it
necessary t0 have a salaried Minister for
Mines ; but if the Under Secretary was not
wanted it was not for the House to knock
him off—that was the duty of the Minister
atthe head of the department: the Assembly
was a legislative, not an executive body.
Ministers ought to have the moral courage
to discharge every man who was not
wanted; and if they found they had a
Minister not capable of doing his duty in
that respect they could teach him a lesson ;
but if he said an officer was necessary for
the carrying on of a department they ought
to take his word. The fact that there was
not mueh doing in gold-mining just now
was no reason that the department should
be abolished all at once. As the Minister
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{ for Works said, they hoped to see mining

in a flourishing condition before long, and
if the Mines Regulation Bill passed the
Under Secretary would have plenty of
work to do ;—but, independently of that, if
it was necessary to strike out this vote, it
was also necessary to strike out that of the
Minister for Works. But the Minister for
‘Works was not culpable in retaining the
services of an officer he considered neces-
sary.

Mr. SmEsrrr said that if he had said
anything in his previous remarks which had
led hon. members to imagine he thought
lightly of the mining industry it was a
migstake. Nobody could have a higher
opinion of the potential wealth of the
colony derived from mines than he had,
and it was not extravagant to say that he
considered the future of Queensland would
be largely made by her mines. He could
not see that the services of this officer
tended to increase the productive power of
the colony; and, had he not understood
that both copper and tin mining were at
present under the control of that oflicer, he
should have been still more anxious to carry
his amendment. He did not wish hon.
members to think that he wanted the Mines
Office done away with; he wished to re-
duce the salary of the Under Secretary,
who was unnecessary. He knew there was
plenty to do in the department; Dbut, as
he believed it took a man of experience
to do it, it eould not be put under better
superintendence than that of the hon.
Minister for Works himself. In reference
to appointments, he knew they were made
by the then Minister; but he also had a
strong impression that when an under
secretary recommended an appointment it
was very frequently wmade. Warden
Farrelly had no right to have been placed
in the department, and his appointment
from goldfields orderly to goldfields warden
was a grave miscarriage of justiee.

Mr, Aumvrsr said that at present the
head of that department had two under
secretaries—one for the Works and the
other for the Mines—and as the former had
by the Divisional Boards Bill been relieved
of a good deal of work, one under secretary
would in future be enough. There might
be extra duties to perform in the Mines
Office, but henceforward they would be
better done by the Under Secretary for
‘Works. He should vote for the amend-
ment.

Mr. Kinc said that, in the remarks
which had been made about the Under
Secretary for Mines, consideration had not
been given to the fact thatat the time when
the goldfields were going ahead there had
frequently been complaints and dissatisfac-
tion with regard to the different wardens;
and it was within his (Mr. King's) own
knowledge that the Under Secretary had
repeatedly had occasion to visit the different
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goldfields of the colony for the purpose of
inquiring into those matters. It was neces-
sary there should be a superior officer to
visit the goldfields and conduct whatever
investigations were necessary. The Under
Secretary hadin this manner visited Gym-
pic and the Palmer and Charters Towers,
and had thereby saved the Government a
considerable amount of trouble from time
to time. In New South Wales it used to
be considered necessary to have oflicers
on the goldficlds for the purpose of
supervising the work of the wardens
generally, and he believed such an ap-
pointment was necessary in Queensland.
It might be true that at the present time,
owing to the falling-off in the yield of gold,
the Under Secretary had not sufficient
work to occupy him; but he was glad to
hear from the Minister for Works that the
intention was to entrust the administration
of the Mines Regulation Bill to this officer,
and when that Bill was passed there would
be no doubt he would have plenty of work.
As to the appointment of Mr. Farrelly, his
promotion had not been correctly de-
seribed. This officer was, first of all, on
the vouchers as goldfields orderly to him-
self (Mr. King) at Gympie; but during
the whole of the time he was there he did
duty as clerk in the Warden's office.
When the court at Gympie was abolished,
Mr. Farrelly had the work so completely
at his fingers’ ends that he was recom-
mended by the whole of the people on the
goldfield for the appointment of mining
registrar. In this position he performed
Lis duties very satisfactorily indeed, and
under these circumstances the Government
were not only justified, but much to be com-
mended, in giving him promotion when it oc-
curred. As to Mr. Towner, the appointment
thatbad beengiven to him wasone which was
very hard to fill up properly. No doubt,
men might be got in Brisbane who would
undertake to go up to the goldfields and do
the work of junior wardens, but when they
got; there it would be found that they could
not do it. Mr. Farrelly was himself glad
the other day to get the opportunity of
returning to his former appointment at
Gympie and resigning the wardenship, and
he believed that the appointment Mr.
Towner now held was offered to a warden
higher in the service, but declined. There
was no reason to helieve that Mr.
Towner did not perform his duties satis-
factorily, while there was reason to be-
lieve that he possessed the special quali-
fications necessary for the office.
had a man who performed the duties
pertaining to his office salisfactorily, it
was not easy to see how any blame could
be thrown upon cither the Under Secretary
or the Minister who made the appointment.
Finally, he (Mr. King) agreed with the
member for Blackall that this was an im-
portant appointment which the Government
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proposed to retain, and it certainly was not
the duty of the Committee to administer
the government, but rather to make the
Ministry administer it properly. In a
matter like this they had no business to
talke the matter out of the hands of the
Ministry unless they were prepared to dis-
pense with their services.

Mr. RurLEDcE said that some time ago
he heard there was a disposition on the
part of several hon. members to abolish
this department, and from what had been
said to him he was inelined to the opinion
that it might be advantageous to do so.
As the matter was important, he took
the trouble to investigate the facts, and
in order to form a correct conclusion
he obtained some figures relating to the
expenditure on the Mining Departments
in New South Wales and Victoria. He
would lay the results of his investiga-
tions before the Committee, and it would
then, he thought, be generally admitted
that it would be a most injudicious thing
to abolish the Department of Mines.
Taking, first, the expenditure atthe Metro-
politan office, he found that this in Mel-
bourne, during the year 1878, amounted
to £11,414; in Sydney, £8,011; and in
Brisbane, £1,155. The number of miners
employed in Victoria was 36,636, and the
total revenue from the gold-mining industry
last year was £14,814. The cost of collect-
ing it was £72,195; or, in other words,
the expenditure exceeded the revenue
by more than #£57,000. In New South
Wales, 6,974 miners were employed on the
goldfields, and the total revenue derived
from them was £11,622;—the other figures
he had been unable to ascertain. In
Queensland, the number of miners was
14,490 ; the total revenue from the mines
was £20,155; and the total expenditure
on the collection of it was £17,000, the
amount of revenue over expenditure being
£3,000. Those were figures the signifi-
cance of which could not be overlooked,
and tended to show the impropriety of
abolishing the Department of Mines, which
the amendment virtually aimed at doing.
The yield of gold in Victoria last year
was 768,040 ounces, or £82 12s. per man;
and the value of machinery on the gold-
fields was £1,903,475. In Queensland
the yield of gold was 309,612 ounces, the
average earnings of the Kuropean miners
being £201 9s. 9d., or including Chinese,
£74 per man; and the total value of the
machinery on the fields was £269,930.
This large industry was supervised by a
department in the metropolis which cost
only £1,100 a-year, or ten times less
than that of Victoria, while the yield
was only one-half less. Finding that
it was contemplated to virtually abolish
this department he had felt it lus duty to
see upon what grounds such a desire was
founded, and he had come to the conclusion
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already stated. It would be a gross in-
justice to miners as a body to abolish that
which gave their occupation distinctive
recognition in the colony as a separate
industry.  Surely the miners had been
labouring under disabilities enough, and
it ought not to be forgotten that when
Gympie was discovered they came to the
rescue of the colony and raised it from the
depths of bankruptey to the heights of
prosperity. The State did not do much
for miners; it did not provide a water-
supply as in Victoria. More than this, a
very large sum was debited to the Mines
Department expenditure in this colony
which in Victoria was debited to the
administration of justice. There they paid
police magistrates to do the duty of war-
dens, while here they paid wardens to
do the duty of police magistrates, and
mining registrars to do the work of clerks
of petty sessions. With these facts before
him, he thought it would be unwise to
carry the amendment. ]

Mr. Barrey said miners were not fools
or children. They did not care whether
there was a gentleman in Brisbane receiv-
ing £700 or £800 a-year and calling himself
a Mines Department. What they wanted
was roads to their goldfields, and did not
care twopence if the Brisbane department
was abolished altogether. By retrenching
this salary—and it was evident the official
had nothing to do for Lis money—the
amount might go towards those roads
which they so wurgently needed. The
adoption of the amendment would not
abolish the Mines Department, for the
department existed before the Under
Secretary came into office. Give the
miners good roads—that was all they
wanted—and then the industry would
prosper in Queensland as it had done in
other colonies.

Mr. HenDREN hoped the Mines Regula-
tion Bill would be pressed te a conclusion
this session, for it would be thankfully
received by a very large community. He
should not vote for the amendment be-
cause, under the Mines Regulation Bill,
general inspection of mines would be re-
quired, and the Under Secretary would
find enough to do in seeing that the provi-
sions of the Actwere properly carried out.

Mr. Hamirron said it was an absurdity
to think that the passing of the amendment
meant the virtual abolition of the Mines
Department. One man could do all the
necessary work of the department, and be
well paid for it at £400 a-year. The
work to be done was mainly clerical.
One of the objections put forward against
siriking off the amount was that the Under
Secretary was useful in deciding upon com-
plaints as to the conduct of wardens in the
goldfields ; but it might just as well be
said that an inspector of magistrates was
necessary. The Under Secretary, since his
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appointment in 1874, had made one trip to
Gympie and two to the North. In the
first case the trip was made, not to inquire
into a complaint, but on business in con-
nection with the Sydney Exhibition; and
then, instead of travelling direct to Gym-
pie and back, as he might have done for
£6, he went »id Maryborough, the journey
occupying fifteen days—during which he
was paid £1 1s, a-day—and costing twice as
much for travelling expenses. The Minis-
ter for Works said this officer had nothing to
donow, but when the Mines Regulation Bill
passed he would be appointed chief inspec-
tor: but that Bill would be a perfect fraud
if an incompetent man were appointed to
that position — such was the opinion ex-
pressed by all mining men. Seeing that
every inspector was to be a practical man,
and would not be eligible unless he could
pass an examination, what a farce it would
be if the chief inspector did not understand
the difference between a hole and a drive!
For these reasons he should support the
amendment.

Mr. Grirrire said the Minister for
‘Works had bestowed a faint praise on the
appointiment when he said that there was
nothing to do now, but some day there
might be. The hon. gentleman said that
when the Mines Regulation Bill passed the
Under Secretary would be chief inspector,
but surely he was not serious in arguing
like that—it looked like an invitation to
the Committee to reject the vote. The
Chief Inspector of Mines would neces-
sarily have to be a praectical, and not
merely a theoretical, man. The Govern-
ment were now getting nearly to the end
of the Kstimates, and if they had any
intention of passing that Bill they would
withdraw them for the present to go
on with it. No one seriously believed,
from the way the Government had ar-
ranged their business, that they had
any hope of being able to pass the Bill.
The hon. member for Blackall said that it
was not for the Committee to relieve the
Government of their responsibility of con-
tinuing or discontinuing an office; but, if
that were the case, there would be no neces-
sity to submit the Hstimates at all. He
(Mr. Griffith) believed the Under Secre-
tary was a very competent officer who had
done good service to the country ; but, if he
had nothing to do, they would scarcely find
any item on the Estimates that could be
omitted with less disadvantage. This was
not a question of doing away with the
department, but simply a question of
whether £700 could be saved.

Question—That the item £700 be omitted
—put.

The Committee divided :—

Axzs, 10.

Messrs. Meston, Sheaife, Hill, Morehead,
Bailey, H. W. Palmer, Hamilton, Amhurst,
Groom, and Griffith.



Supply.

Nogs, 21.

Messrs. Garrick, Dickson, Rea, McLean,
MeIlwraith, Thorn, King, O’Sullivan, Kates,
Kellett, Stevens, Perkins, Macrossan, Rutledge,
Paterson, Hendren, Tyrel, Archer, Ilorwitz,
Kingsford, and Beattie.

Question, therefore, resolved in the nega-
tive.

Mr. Axuurst asked whether any allow-
ances were paid ?

The MinNister ForR MiNes said the
Under Secretary had nothing beyond his
salary.

Mr. MoreaEAD asked for information
about the trip to Gympie.

The Minister rFor MINEs said the
Under Secretary travelled to Gympie
entirely upon his authority. The trip was
undertaken at the request of the committee
of the National Association for the purpose
of furthering the Sydney Exhibition, and
was certainly a public service.

Mz, MoreEEAD : Did he not get travel-
ling expenses ?

The MinisTer For Mines said the
Under Secrstary was on the same footing
with other Under Secretaries—they all
receive £1 1s. a-day and their fares when
travelling.

Mr. GrirriTH said a large sum of money
had been spent on the Muscum, but he
saw nothing put down for a curator.
Some hon. member suggested thaf the
Under Secretary for Mines should have
charge, and he was not at all sure that the
suggestion might not be a very good one.
If the Museum were to be anything more
than a lumber-room, there must be in it a
living man who would undertake the duty of
collecting objects of instruction and in-
terest in these colonies, and who would be
capable of corresponding with similar in-
stibutions in other parts of the world.
He was sorry to see nothing on the Esti-
mates.

The PreMIER said there was an amount
put on the Supplementary Estimates last
year, but it was knocked off, the House
considering that the country was notin a
position to afford it. The position of
analytical chemist and curator of the
Museum should be filled by one man.
They could not afford the salary that used
to be voted for a keeper of the Museum,
but which now appeared as for an analy-
tical chemist.

Mr. MoremEAD said that when the leader
of the Opposition suggested that the Under
Secretary for Mines should be put in the
Museum the hon. gentleman must have
meant as an exhibit, and he hoped that the
Government would do that. Hoew long
had Warden Towner been in the Govern-
ment Service P—what had he been in the
Service P—and was he any relative of Mr.
Lukin P

[11 SzeremsEs.] Motion for Adjournment.
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The MrN1srER ror Mrnes said he had
ascertained that Mr. Towner was anephew
of Mr. Lukin, and was four years sub-in-
spector of native police out in one of the
western districts. He had been warden
two-and-a-half years.

_ Mr. Rutrepes thought that some atten-

tion ought to be paid to the question of
getting a curator for the Museum. It
would be possible to make an arrangement
whereby the services of some first-class
analytical chemist, having the necessary
literary attainments to fill the position also
of curator, could be obtained. As to the
gentleman who now filled the position of
analytical chemist, he did not wish to say
anything in disparagement of him, but
doubtless some other duties could be found
for him to perform.

Question put and passed.

On the motion of the MINISTER For
Mings, the Chairman left the chair, re-
ported progress, and obtained leave to sit
again to-morrow.

The House adjourned at five minutes to
11 o’clock.





