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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Friday, 22 August, 1879. 

Pet.it.ions.-Orcler of Business. 

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 10 
o'clock a.m. 

PETITIONS. 

JVf r. SwANwrcK presented a petition from 
the female relativeR of the late illustrious 
Amtralian navigator, Captain Matthew 
Flinder;;, praying that their situation may 
be taken into account by the Government, 
and such relief afforded them as may se0m 
fit. 

l'etition reacl. 
Jl.fr. SwANWIC'K moved that the petition 

be received. 
Mr. DrcKsoN said the petition asked for 

pecuniary assistanee, and th~r?fore ca~11e 
within the category of pehhons wluch 
could not be received by the House. 

The SPilAKER said the petition asked for 
no definite sum of money. A great num­
ber of petitions had been presented in­
volving the expenditure of money, though 
they had not asked for it in definite terms. 
However, the rule had been to receive such 
petitions, so long as no exact sum of money 
was asked. 

Question put and passed. 
The PREMIER (Mr. McihHaith) pre­

sented a petition from residents in the 
Burnl!tt district, praying that tenders be 
called for the ext<>nsion of the Bundaberg­
l\lount Perry Railway to Mount Perry. 

Petition received. 
Mr. HoRWITZ presented a petition from 

the Eastern Dow·ns Horticultural and 
Agricultural Association, and others, 

stating that the withdrawal of.the Govern­
ment subsidy would be a serwus blow to 
the association, and praying for relief. 

Petition read and received. 
JVfr. I10W presented a petition from reRi­

dents of the Balonne District, praying for 
the extension of the Southern ttnd \V esteru 
Railway from Yulebah to St. George. 

Petition received. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

On order No. 1-Bankers' Books Evi­
dence Bill; consideration in Committee­
being called, 

The PRE~IIER moved that it and the 
remaining five Orders o£ the Day be 
postponed until after the consideration 
of the Government Order of the Day. 
In making the motion he wished to 
draw the attention of the Home to the 
state of the Government business at the 
pre~ent time. It was on Tuesday, August 
lllth, that he moved that the House should 
go into Committee of Supply, for the pur­
pose of considering the Loan Estimates. 
They had thus consumed a fortnight, and 
in it were included more than half the 
time devoted to private members, and the 
day on which they had sat twenty-four 
hours as well as the one on which they had 
sat eighteen hours. During the whole of 
that time they had never got further 
than simply carrying the motion that the 
Speaker leave the chair, and the House 
go into Committee of Supply. Not a single 
bit o£ Government business had been donP, 
not a single motion had been carried, for 
the laRt fortnight, with the exception of the 
vote o£ £lOO,OIJO for immigration. The 
leader o£ the Opposition, in referring to 
the state of the Government business la£t 
night, told the House plainly that he con­
sidered fair >1verage progress had been 
made with it, so far as the session had 
gone, and he went through the notice paper 
to prove it; but had he summarised his 
remarks the result would have startled 
him, as it justified his (1\fr. 1\fcilwraith's) 
statement that with respect to the Govern­
ment business at least one-half of the ses­
sion had been taken up in discussing 
the policy of the Government, or matters 
intimately connected with it, and the rPal 
business of the Government-their Bills 
and Estimates- ignored altogether. By 
reference to what was clone on eaeh day 
that was devoted to Government work his 
assertion would be proved. The session 
commenced on 1\fay 13, which clay was 
takr.n up by the debate on the Address in 
Reply. The 14th and 15th May were given 
up to the same subject. On the next Gov­
ernment clay, the 21st, almost the whole 
day, with the exception o£ some formal 
business, was taken up by a discussion 
on the dismissals from the Ipswich work­
shops, brought on by the Opposition. 
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Every particle of the next day was de­
voted to the same subject. The next Gov­
ernment day was the first one allowed 
by the Opposition to be devoted to the real 
business of the Government-the second 
reading of the Mines Regulation Bill. On 
the 28th, half of the day was used for a 
debate got up by the Opposition as to the 
standing of certain members in the House 
who were members of the legal profes­
sion, on account of their having accepted 
fees from the Government. On the next 
Government clay the Electoral Holls Bill 
came on, and the clay was devoted entirely 
to Government business. The next day 
wa~ commenced with the Financial State­
ment. The following week the discussion 
on the Statement began, and instead of 
taking two days, which was about the maxi­
mum time, it took four whole days-two 
Government weeks. On the 24th ,June, the 
second reading of the Divisional Boards 
Bill was passed after a discussion of two 
days. In the next week the half of the 
first day was occupied by a discussion on 
the Ipswich workshops, which subject had 
already taken two days and a-half of Gov­
ernment time. The next day was given to 
the Land Bill, and the disgraceful waste of 
time caused by the Opposition formed a very 
conspicuous episode in the way in which 
work had been done during the session. 
After the first hour the discussion might have 
closed, but the Opposition insisted on its 
being carried on, and this small Bill occu­
pied the attention of the House for two 
days. The next two weeks were devoted 
to Government business entirely. Then 
the Government obtained Monday as an 
additional sitting day, and the half of the 
first Monday was taken up by a discussion 
brought on by the Opposition on the J olm 
Kelly case. The next day was the second 
given to the Land Bill, on which the Oppo­
sition, after having protracted the discussion 
simply for the purpose of talking the Bill 
out, came to a decision which the House 
could have arrived at perfectly well at a 
much earlier period of the evening. The 
matter illustr!l!tecl the waste of time caused 
by the Opposition. One whole day was 
consumed by them in talk:, after they saw 
that a majority of the House was resolved 
to carry the point that they wished. The 
next day was given fairly to Government 
business-to the Estimates. The succeed­
ing Government day was devoted ·to a 
discussion on the Government banking 
account, brought on by the Opposition. The 
next two days were given to the Estimates. 
On Wednesday the Financial Statement 
on the Loan Estimates was made. Mon­
day was devoted to Supply; on the 12th, 
on his motion to go into Committee of 
Supply, the want of confidence motion was 
moved and occupied three Government 
clays of that week. It also occupied prac­
tica,lly the greater part of this week, i:n-

eluding private members' clay. Altogether, 
up to the present time, there had been 
devoted to Government b~Isin(')ss thirty­
seven clays ; out of that nineteen had been 
exclusively to the consideration of the 
policy of the Government, forced upon 
them by the Opposition. All that time had 
actually been taken out of the period de­
voted to Government business, so that the 
Government had hacl only eighteen days ; 
so that more than half the time devoted to 
Government business had been occupied 
by talking generally on the policy of the 
GovPrnment. He thought, from a very 
careful analysis of the business of the ses­
sion, he had proved thoroughly that the 
position of the GovernmPnt busines$ at the 
present time was due entirely to the action 
of the Opposition. That would be ren­
dered perfectly apparent if they looked at 
the composition of the Opposition. No 
matter what business had come l1efore 
the House since the beginning of the ses­
sion, whether Government or private busi­
ness, or business arising incidentally, there 
were fourteen members of the Opposition 
who considered it their duty to themselves 
and their constituunts and the country to 
address themselves at full length to every 
subject brought beforP the House. If that 
was to go on, it would he physically im­
possible to got the business of the session 
through at all. No doubt they all admired 
the eloquence of some hon. members oppo­
site ; but no matter how eloquent they 
might be it was of the greatest importance 
that the public business should be pro­
ceeded with, and they might very well have 
bePn spared three-fourths of the speeches 
that had been made. They threw no ad­
ditional light on the subjects under dis­
cussion, nor had they been characterised by 
any great amount of talent, but rather by the 
want of that quality. The twaddle talked 
by hon. members on the Opposition side had 
gone a very long way to disgrace the pages 
of Hansa1'd this year, and it was well for 
many of those hon. members that the 
greater portion of what they said had not 
been reported in full ; and he himself 
thought that if all they uttered had gone 
forth to the public of Queensland the evil 
would have wrought its own cure. He 
wished the country distinctly to understand 
how the time of the House had been spent 
during the last fortnight b.v the action of 
the Opposition. The whole fortnight, in­
cluding the time that should have been 
devoted to private business, including, also, 
the whole of the time between the or­
dinary sittings of the House from day to 
day, had been taken up by the Opposi­
tion, and during the whole of the last two 
nights they had been met by hon. members 
opposite with a stern refusal on their part 
to discuss the Government business at 
all. The Loan Estimates had been before 
tlw House for discussion a fortnight, and 
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during tlw wlwlc of that time the members 
of ilte Opposition had positively refused 
in the most determined manner to ap­
proach actual business at all. They had, 
in a desultory way, on the motion of 
want of confidence, sometimes touched 
upon some of the items in the Loan 
Estimates, but they had refused to ap­
proacll business in any practical way by 
moving any amendment on those Esti­
mates as submitted to the House. At 
the commencement of the business of 
the last two clays, when an attempt was 
made to proceed with certain it<'ms of the 
_Loan Estimates, the Opposition plainly 
stated that they declined to proceed with 
those votes at all. Nothing could be more 
cowardly than that style of doing business. 
\Vas passive resistance o£ this kind to work 
a Government out P Surely they could say 
something intelligent on the items he had 
submitted in these Loan Estimates, so as 
to influence the juclgm<:nt of the Govern­
ment and their supporters in coming to a 
decision. vV ere they frightened of a deci­
sion? They knew prrfectly well that a 
decision must be faced, and that the Gov­
ernment would never be coerced by pas­
sive resistance which refused to consider 
matters that they placed b<.>fore members 
o£ the House. The resistance to this vote 
was commenced by a distinct avowal by 
the hon. member for Toowoomba to move 
that the amount proposed for trunk lines­
£117,000-should be reduced a shilling at 
a time; but the members of the Opposi­
tion had not attempted to carry that out. 
I£ they had done so, without giving 
themselves the trouble to talk at all, 
or going to the expense of printing 
Jia.nsanl, it would have taken 237 years, 
sitting every clay in the week, by 
simply calling for divisions, each division 
taking five minutes. But they were 
cowardly enough to evade even that mode 
of deciding the question, and refused to 
consider the matter at all. The hon. 
member for Enoggera moved that the vote 
be reduced to ls., but that motion had 
never come before the House for decision 
up to the present time, because hon. mem­
bers op1)0site had simply refused to go to 
aj division, but had ·wasted time by 
talking about all sorts of matters 
outside the question, and dividing the 
IT ouse on motions for adjournment. 
·with the excC'ption of the hon. member for 
Carnarvon (Mr. Tyrcl), who certainly 
spoke to the point by offering what he con­
sid.:recl objections to the Loan Estimates, 
there had not been the slightest attempt 
made by any member of the Opposition, 
during the last two nights, to get on with 
business at all. vVhen the hon. member 
for Enoggera commenced speaking, the 
other night, he (the Premier) listened to 
him attentively, and the first portion of his 
~peech did bear on the Estimates, and he 
. J.870-4 R 

brought forward certain arguments that 
ought to be answered. He asked for a 
great deal of information that he (the 
Premier) was quite prepared to give at 
that time, but the extreme verbosity of 
the hon. member precluded him from any 
chance of doing so, for he spoke for two 
hours :,tnd a-half, and intimated as plainly 
as possible that his object was to waste 
time, and that he really did not want in­
formation. Therefore he did not add that 
hon. member's name to that of the hon. 
member for Carnarvon as having assisted 
in any way whatever in the discussion of 
this matter. Hon. members opposite had 
simply taken up the dogged position taken 
up by the leader of the Opposition, that 
they would not discuss Government 
business at all. The Government occu­
pied a very plain position and their duty 
was perfeGtly clear. It had been said that 
they had lost their temper, but he was sure 
that no outside spectator looking on the 
proceedings of the last two nights would 
accuse the members of the Government or 
their followers of having lost their temper. 
On the contrary, they had behaved with 
the greatest consideration to the members 
o£ the Opposition, who it was perfectly 
plain had lost their temper, or they would 
not have taken up the position they had 
adopted of refusing to consider or proceed 
with Government business. No approach to 
conciliation had bean made by the Opposi­
tion who would not go on with business now, 
nor had they indicated either by private 
arrangement or publicly whether they 
were prepared to proceed with the Esti­
mates next week. The hon. member for 
Enog~era said that morning that he blamed 
the Government strongly, and especially 
the hot temper of the Colonial Secretary 
and himself (the Premier), for not having 
come to some compromise with the leader 
of the Opposition as to the conduct of 
business. He (the Premier) denied that 
statement completely. He had met the 
leader of the Opposition and urged l1im 
repeatedly to try and find some common 
ground of compromise ; but the position 
that hon. gentleman took up, and from 
which he had never budged, was that he 
could not possibly remove from the posi­
tion he had assumed-that he could not 
consider Government business at all. That 
had been the position taken up by the 
Opposition all through. The Government 
could not possibly recede from their posi­
tion, which was that Government business 
should be gone on with. Their duty was 
perfectly plain -to devote every clay they 
could to Government business, and, as he 
had stated before, not only that, but the 
clays which under ordinary circumstances 
would be given to private business 
must be devoted to Government business 
until the Loan Estimates were in such 
a state as to jmtify private bnsines,~ 



1410 Order of Business. [ASSEMBLY.] Order of Business. 

being proceeded with. That was the 
position the Government took up, and 
he thought the hon. member who now 
seemed to lead the Opposition would this 
morning have been able to say, after the 
amount of physical fighting over these 
Estimates that had been gone through, 
that he was prepared to bring up his party 
in a more conciliatory mood and ready to 
do business. But they had received no 
indication of that character, and he was 
perfectly satisfied that the country was 
watching the conduct of those hon. gentle­
men. They had gone in for obstruction 
pure and simple, unrelieved by any display 
of talent. He had seen obstruction before, 
but then the obstructionists were always 
able to keep the House moderately well 
amused. But on the present occasion the 
dull obstruction of the Opposition simply 
resolved itself into waking hon. members 
from their sleep and making them walk 
from one side of the House to the other, 
and they had actually to appeal to the 
talent of hon. members on the Govern­
ment side of the House to keep them­
selves from falling asleep. Stolid obstruc­
tion of that kind would fail to find ap­
preciation from any of the people of this 
colony. The Opposition had managed, very 
much to the detriment of their tempers, 
and certainly not to the improvement of 
their physical appearance, to keep the 
House together for the last two nights. 
The hon. member for Moreton (Mr. 
Garrick), who had done almost less than 
any other hon. member on that side of the 
House, looked seedier than any of them. 
If this motion were carried they would 
then proceed to the next so as to get down 
to Supply, where they left off when the 
House met this morning; but he had very 
little hope-especially seeing the temper of 
the hon. member for Moreton, who seemed 
to have attained to the position of a sort of 
dictator to the Opposition, and exercised a 
little bit of power-that much business 
would be done before the House, accord­
ing to the sessional orders, must adjourn. 
However, if the hon. member was in 
bad temper this morning, no doubt he 
would come 'IYith better grace to the 
consideration of the Estimates next week. 
He could already see signs of that, because 
the hon. gentleman had been in a funk all 
through with regard to his conduct in con­
nection with these Loan Estimates ; and he 
would find when he spoke to the electors of 
Moreton that he would not have such an 
easy time of it as he had at the last election. 
He would have to do all his electioneering 
himself, and pay the whole of the expenses 
out of his own pocket. He would not find 
the same kind godmother that he found 
in the Government on the last occasion, and 
parties running from one end of the elec­
torate to the other doing his electioneering 
for him. At the next election he would 

have to look to his political character to get 
him into that House, and that he would 
get in for the electorate of Moreton at all 
he (the Premier) very much doubted. They 
had forced him to be quiet, frequently;­
not that that had been any loss to the 
House, because the quieter he was the 
more likely they were to get on with the 
business-but .they had frequently forced 
him to be CJ,Uiet when he would otherwise 
have occup1ed the time of the House. The 
hon. member who was the coadjutor of 
the hon. member for Moreton in leading 
the House that morning was always in an 
amiable temper. He was never put out, 
but still he was a very good obstructionist, 
and as he had not got a railway in his elec­
torate he was in a very much better posi­
tion than the hon. member for Moreton. 
The hon. member for Enoggera had not 
the onerous duties of leader of the Opposi­
tion pressed upon him by the tail of his 
party, who were rather clesperate at the 
present time, and he believed, after the 
lesson the hon. member had been taught 
this week, he would come to the considera­
tion of the Loan Estimates with a much 
better grace on Monday. He might not 
talk so long, but he might talk a great deal 
more sense than he had during the last t'11•o 
obstruction days. He could depend on 
that hon. member if he continued io act as 
leader of the Opposition, which he appeared 
to haYe a fair prospect of doing, because 
if the party were deserted as it had been 
by the leader of the Opposition during the 
last two days, they must certainly look 
out for another leader, but whoever that 
leader might be he certainly hoped it 
would not be the hon. member for 
J}foreton. 

Mr. DrcKsoN said he should Not address 
himself to the remarks of the hon. the Pre­
mier in reference to his friend the member 
for Moreton (Mr. Garrick). The hon. 
gentleman had sown a whirlwind, and he 
would certainly reap a storm from the 
hon. member for Moreton, and he (JVIr. 
Dickson) did not propose to enter upon a 
matter which would be much more ably 
dealt with by his friend (Mr. Garrick). 
He (Mr. Dickson) expected that the Pre­
mier would, upon the Order of the Day 
being called, move that Supply should take 
precedence of private business, and that 
he should have made a motion to that 
effect without any discussion ; but he was 
surprised to see how the hon. gentleman 
loaded his argument with apologies, and 
he could only say that the case must be 
extremely bad when it required such a 
large amount of apology to defend the 
motion he had made. If the hon. gentle­
man had told them what probability there 
was of arriving at a practical consideration 
of his Loan Estimates by going into Sup­
ply on this occasion, he (Mr. Dickson) 
3honld have been glad, as one member of 
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the House, to have acceded to his request. 
His desire was to see the Government 
proceed with their business, and if the 
Government were prepared to do that, 
and to give that amount of information 
which ought to attend the consideration of 
their proposals, he, for one, would be no 
obstructionist whatsoever. He regretted 
that the leader of the Oppositioil was not 
present oil this occasion, because ill the 
midst of the innumerable apologies which 
the Premier introduced into hiH speech 
this morning, he had dissected the speech 
of his hon. friend in such a manner that 
that gentleman alone could give him a 
satisfactory reply. But on looking to 
the Hansard report of last evening he 
observed that the leader of the Oppo­
sition clearly pointed out the position 
in which the Government stood by their 
untimely desire to proceed to the consider­
ation of the Loan Estimate Oil private 
members' days, ancl he also pointed out, 
what had beell entirely left untouched by 
the Premier-namrly, that the reason why 
they had made so little s~bstantial :progress 
with Government busmess dunng the 
session was owing, chiefly, to the very 
imperfect manner in which that business 
was introduced, and that they themselves 
were to blame that so much time had to be 
taken up in the consideration of Govern­
ment measures. The hon.gentleman said-

" If the Government would set themselves to 
the business of the country seriously, and not 
wear quite so much of that air which h~cl given 
rise to the expression ' a bull at a gate,' they 
wonlcl get on more pleasantly and comfortably. 
The Opposition bad assisted more in the con­
duct of the business of the Government than 
the Government themselves, and were entitled 
to better treatment than to be told that the 
only private day members had in the week 
should be taken from them. The Government 
would gain nothing, but might. lose a good 
deal, by persisting in keeping hon. members 
sitting for forty-eight hours at a stretch." 

That was the reason why no progress had 
been made in the consideration of these rail­
way estimates. The Premier had said that 
the Opposition had declined to give any con­
~ideration whatever to the Loan Estimates­
that they intended to obstruct them in toto; 
but that statement had l!LO foundation what­
ever, except in the imagination of the hon. 
gentleman. The vote for immigration, 
upon which they got a reasonable amount 
of information, was passed without any 
large amount of discussion, and he did not 
hesitate to say that if the hon. gentleman 
had consented to postpone the consideration , 
of the railway vote, on which a large 
amount of information must necessarily be 
asked, and had proceeded with other items 
on the Estimates, he believed substantial 
progress would have been made with a 
certain portion of the Estimates, the neces­
Rity for which was thoroughly understood. 

The primary objection to proceeding with 
these Estimates was the action of the Gov­
ernment in insisting on that business being 
considered on private members' days, and, 
also, because the Government proposed to 
proceed to the consideration of that matter 
when they had business on the paper 
which should have been proceeded with 
equally with their Loan Estimates. The 
Government entirely ignored the fur­
ther consideration in Committee of the 
Divisional Boards Bill, which was the basis 
of their scheme of finance, and if it were 
not carried through, they would certainly 
have to alter the position of their revenue 
estimates. It was certainly their duty to 
have obtained the opinion of the House as 
to the acceptance or rejection of that 
measure, upon the propriety of which the 
public mind was at present considerably 
exercised. But they endeavoured to pro­
ceed with matters which might interest the 
Government, but which did not interest to 
the same extent a large number of people 
in the more populous districts in the 
colony-namely, the extension of the main 
trunk lines of railway. The Government 
had themselves, therefore, to blame for the 
unsatisfactory progress that had been made 
with the Loan Estimates. He challenged 
them to say that they had made any satis­
factory progress with their revenue esti­
mates. The Colonial Secretary had re­
ceived a very large amount of elloourage­
ment and assistance in the progress which 
he made with his Estimates-in-Chief-in 
fact, there had never been a Colonial 
Secretary during the last four years who 
had received the same amount of assistance, 
or whose Estimates went through in a 
shorter time than the present Colonial 
Secretary. 

The PREUIER : Why? 
Mr. DrcKSON said he would anticipate 

what the hon. gentleman would say, and 
that was that the Colonial Secretary had 
displayed more acquaintance with the 
Estimates of his departmellt-having been 
previously in office-than any other Colonial 
Secretary had been able to show; but what­
ever proficiency or knowledge that hon. 
gentleman might possess in his own de­
partment, he was met by the Opposition 
side of the House with a better-natured 
reception than was usually accorded to a 
Colonial Secretary. He was not subjected 
to the catechism which was sometimes 
attempted by hon. members in reference to 
that department. On the question o£ colo­
nial stores alone, he (Mr. Dickson) had 
seen one of his colleagues, who wa5 Colonial 
Secretary, prevented from carrying through 
£18,000 or £20,000 until he furnished 
particulars of the most minute details 
of goods supplied to that department. 
A system of obstruction was initiated by 
the then Opposition, which subjected the 
Minister at the head of that depart. 
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ment to a conr~e of cro~s-examination tlmt 
had not been the case during the present 
session. Instead of the Opposition being 
resolved, as they were told by the l'remier, 
to obstruct his J.,oan Estimates, they really 
had shown no disposition to do so until the 
Premier attempted with an iron-hand to 
insist upon a large amount for railway 
services being voted without giYing the 
House any information on them whatever. 
The hon. leader of the Opposition stated 
that he declined to consider those · Esti­
mates, not so much on the ground of any 
fault he found with the Estimates, but in 
consequence of the Premier insisting on the 
discussion of them on a private business 
day. It was the duty of the leader of the 
Opposition to protect the privileges of 
private members 01_1 his ~iclE', and to sec 
that fhey had thmr bnsmess proceeded 
with on their own sitting day; and he (]}fr. 
Dick son) had been exceedingly sorry to hear 
the Colonial Secretary, last night, say that 
the Government would not allow any kind 
of business to proceed unless Government 
business was allowed to proceed in equal 
proportions. He (l'!Ir. Dickson) did not sec 
why priYatc members should be visited 
with the sins of the Government. Had 
the Government shown any capabilities 
for carrying on business they would lw>e 
recei>ed the assistance of the Opposition ; 
but thev had not done so; and why, then, 
should "hon. members be made to partici­
pate in the inconveniences which resulted 
from the disabilities of the GoYernment. 
Had they shown that courtesy to private 
members w·hich the.y should have shown; 
had they asked them to consent to the 
postponPment of their private business as 
they ought to have clone, and had they ob­
tained that sanction, then the Premier 
might ha>e come to the House and ha>e 
shown that there was some pn•J>riety in 
proceeding with Government business on 
a pri>ate members' day. It was well 
known that hon. members opposite had, 
from party feelings, been quite willing 
to forego the transaction of thPir pri­
>ate busine~s, but that should not haYe 
been allowed to interfere with the wishes 
of those on his (Mr. Dickson's) side of 
the House. It would be seen. that private 
members were introducing measures of 
more importance, e>en, than those of the 
Government. For instance, the Govern­
ment stated that they intended to proceed 
with a Bill for the better regulation of the 
Civil Senice; but they had done nothing 
of the kind; and now the hon. member for 
Stanley had introduced a Bill for the 
disqualification of Civil Servants-a Bill 
which should have been introduced by the 
GoYernment, and which should have been 
embodied in a 'measure for the better 
regulation of the wholE> Senice. That was 
only one of the matters he could mention. 
. ~ ex:t 13ame the hon, member for Blach!l 

with one of the most im11ortant motions 
ever introduced into that House since 
the year lSGU, in reference to the squat­
ting tenure ; and what was the object 
of that motion which the hon. gentleman 
had put on the paper in such a quiet, un­
obtrusi>e way? It was a motion for 
granting indefeasible leases to the pastoral 
tenants as against obtaining from them an 
increased rental. It was not his (Mr. 
Dickson's) intention to discuss that motion 
at the present time, but it was one of 
V()ry great importance, coming as it did 
from an hon. gentleman who was known to 
greatly assist the Go>ernment, who might 
be regarded as a Minister without a port­
folio, and who was so largely honoured 
with the confidence of the Go>ernm~nt 
with which he was allied. That being 
the case, hon. members could only come 
to the conchu;ion that the motion was in­
troduced after it had received the assent of 
the Cabinet. 

JYir. ARcHER rose for the purpose of mak­
ing an explanation. He denied that the 
motion had been considered by the Cabinet 
at all. He had drawn it out a day or two 
before he introduced it to the House, and 
he had told the GoYernment what he had 
done ; but he had never so much as askerl 
them to consider it for ~ moment. R c had 
shown it to the hon. member for Lcich­
hardt (Mr. Macfarlane), and no one else 
knew that he was going to bring it forward. 

:iHr. DrcKsox said that he dicl not charge 
the hon. member with bringing forward a 
motion by direction of the Go>ernmcnt ; 
but what he did say was that from the im­
portance of the subject embodied in the 
motion, the inference on his mind, and on 
that of scyeral other members, was that the 
hon. member for Blackall had mentioned 
to the Government the desirability of 
bringing forward such a motion and that 
the Go>ernment were not willing to accept 
the responsibility of it. He considered 
that a motion of this vast importanctJ 
should haYe proceech·d solely from the 
Government, and ought to have preceded 
the consideration of the extension of the 
trunk lines. The GoYernmcnt ought not 
to have hesitated to enter into some consi­
deration of this question, as by so doing 
they would have shown that their object 
was to obtain an increased rental from' the 
runs for the construction of the trunk lines. 
Although he (Mr. Dickson) shoulrl always 
enter his protest against indefeasible leases 
being given, he should have considered 
that there was some extenuation for such 
a proposition if it was shown by the 
Treasurer that it was for the purpose of 
getting increased rents for making railways. 
Hut the Premier had not shown how it was 
proposed to provide the necessary rc>enue 
for the extension of those lines. He had 
been plea.sed to hear the hon. gent.lem. an sa:y . 
that when he (Mr. Dickson) commenced 
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his arguments two nights ago he considered 
he had addressed himself seriously to the 
subject and that he was 1weparecl to 
answer his arguments. He (JHr. Dickson) 
did address himself most seriously to the 
subject, but he felt that he laboured under 
the disadvantage of having to address 
members who were not inclined to listen to 
any request made from his side of the 
House. But the hon. gentleman omitted 
to state this, that after he (Mr. Dickson) 
had spoken for half-an-hour he had put 
certain questions to the hon. gentleman 
and had resumed his seat in order to 
give that hon. gentleman an opportunity 
of replying to these questions, whieh, 
however, the hon. gentleman did not do. 
1'he hon. gentleman had, however, now 
told them that he was inclined to reply to 
any questions from the Opposition, pro­
vided they had some relevancy to the 
qneslion under discussion. That "·as one 
concession whieh the hon. grntlmnan had 
seen the propriety of intimating his desire 
to make. Considering the condition of 
chaos to which the House had been brought 
by the obstinate pcrsistenee of the Govern­
ment on that point, the hon. gentleman 
should follow up his expressed desire to 
give that information by adjourning the 
House until J\fonclay, when, as had been 
already intimated by the hon. leader of 
the Opposition, he 11·ould bo prepared 
4o discuss the matter seriously. :For his 
(l\fr. Diekson's) part he should be pro­
parcel to go into the whole matter fully 
and fairly if the Premier was prepared 
to give such satisfactory information as 
would enable the House to discuss the · 
question on its merits. At present the 
question had not been discussed at all. It 
had been statccl that the Opposition were 
afraid to take a division: hut it was nothing 
of the kind. All they desired was to have 
some information given to them by the 
Government first, which information had 
never been attempted to be disclosed. 
Had the Premier stated previously what he 
lmcl done that morning the whole case 
would have been different, but the fault of 
the Government was that they insisted on 
forcing through, on a private business clay, 
a system of railway extension larger and 
more comprehensive than any system 
which had ever been submiitcd to the 
Parliament. He trusted the Government 
would adjourn the consideration of their Loan 
Estimates until the first Government day. 
His hon. friend, the leader of the Opposition, 
had never objected to consider the question 
of the Loan _Estimates on their merit~, but 
he had objected to discuss them solely 
because they were introduced by the Gov­
ernment to supersede the lmsiness of 
private members, and the hon. member 
had t.lms shown a consideration for private 
members whieh he (Mr. Dickson) sub­
mitted it was iucumbeut ou the Govem-

mcnt to have equally observed. The Pre­
mier stated, also, that there had been too 
much speaking on the Opposition benches; 
but he (l\1r. Dickson) could not agree with 
the hon. gentleman, as he had been glad 
to sec that such a large amount of intelli­
gence had been imported into the House 
by the introduction of hon. members 
who, although new to the House, were 
not afraid to address themselves to the 
important questions of the clay. It was 
not desirable to have in the House gen­
tlemen who merely advocated questions 
from party views, and therefore it was 
a mistake for the hon. gentleman to have 
said that too much talking had been 
clone by members of the Opposition. He 
would repent that the hon. gentleman 
had no ground wlmtevcr for making the 
sttttcment that the Opposition were not in­
clined to meet him in the comidcmiion of 
his rail way estimates. The lL•aclcr of the 
Opposition had over a,nd over again stated 
that he was prepared to proceed with the 
discussion of them on the first GoYcrmnent 
day, and that if the Opposition thou took 
a course of obstruction it would be quite 
time for the Premier to charge them with 
any delay that might exist in the settle­
meut of that important question. If he (Mr. 
Dickson) could sec that any benefit was 
likely to accrue that morning from the 
House going into Committee of Supply, he 
should not object to such a course being 
followet1, cycu although it was a priyate 
members' clay; but if they were to resolve 
themselves into a Committee of the vVhole 
merely for the purpose of continuing pro­
ceedings which would not do any credit to 
them, he should certainly oppose such a 
]Jroposition, anu he should throw upon the 
Goyernment the responsibility of forcing 
the Opposition to such a course of pro­
cedure. It was not at all likely that in 
the next two hours, at the end of which 
they must adjourn, they could make much 
progress, as, after the acrimonious discus­
sion of the last two clays and the want of 
rest from which they were all suffering, 
hon. members would not he in a frame of 
mind to consider the Estimates, unless 
they were prepared to accept the Govern­
ment proposals without any investigation 
whateyer. He objected to go into Com­
mittee for these reasons-first, on account 
of the invasion on the rights of private 
members; and, secondly, because they could 
not go into the consideration of the subject 
in that calm and deliberative mood he 
should like to see. 

Mr. REA was understood to say that 
there were two or three assertions made by 
the Premier which had escaped the atten· 
tion of the hon. mcmber,for Enoggera. One 
was that the Premier had accused the 
Opposition >vith obstruction, where as it 
was the Colonial Secretary who started the 
ob;>tructiou when he said that he could 2it 
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out the Opposition. that he could talk it 
out, and could drink it out. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said that as a 
similar statement had been made by the 
hon. member for the Logan, he felt bound 
to contradict it. He never said anything 
about drinking the Opposition out. 

Mr. McLEAN said that if he had wronged 
the hon. gentleman he was quite willing 
to apologise ; but he had certainly under­
stood him to say that the Government were 
prepared to drink the Opposition out, to 
talk them out, to sit them out, or even to 
kick them out. 

!fr. REA said it was from a Minister of 
the Crown that such a challenge came : 
had it been from a printte member he 
should not have noticed it. After such a 
challenge, where would be the manliness 
of the Opposition if they had not ac­
cepted it ? Therefore, the Premie~ forl?ot 
half his case when he forgot what g1ve nse 
to the obstruction. The hon. gentleman 
forgot, when making his statement of the 
business the Government had done day 
after day, that that statement cGntradicted 
the complaints he had made of the ob­
structive tactics of his (Mr. Rea's) side of 
the House. The hon. gentleman complained 
of the time that had been occupied in the 
discussion of the Financial Statement, but 
if there had not been that diRcussion the 
hon. gentleman would have had just cause 
for complaint; and the Opposition would 
have been wanting in courtesy to the 
Government had they not deliberated fully 
the extraordinary things contained in that 
statement. Then the hon. gentleman 
talked about the time which had been 
occupied in passing a single Bill, but he 
forgot the number of Bills which 1vere read 
a second time in one day-because they 
happened to be properly introduced. If 
the hon. gentleman was referring to the 
Electoral Rolls Bill, it was well known 
that even the GoTernment themselves were 
ashamed of it, as they had equal reason to 
be ashamed of their so called Land Bill, 
which was brought in under false and 
fraudulent representations. Then there 
was the Divisional Boards Bill : they had 
admitted their incompetence to draw up 
that Bill, and it was well known that they 
had no intention of facing the country with 
it. Those were considerations which should 
be noticed when such charges were made 
acrainst the Opposition side of the House 
a~ that of obstruction. 

Mr. GROOM said that there was one 
remark made by the Premier which he was 
desirous of correcting. The hon. gentleman 
said that members of the Opposition had 
proposed amendments at the dictation of 
himself (Mr. Groom), but nothing of the 
kind had been done. So far as he was 
concerned, he had attended one meeting 
called by the leader of the Opposition, 
when it was proposed to bring the vote 

of want-of-confidence motion forward, but 
since then the leader of the Opposition had 
through professional engagements been 
unable to attend any meeting, and any 
action on the part of hon. members had 
been entirely spontaneous. As to his own 
conduct in regard to these proposed trunk 
lines he had acted quite independently, as 
his opinion was that if the lines were to be 
extended out west the runs should be as­
sessed in order to pay interest on the l'nst 
of construction. He believed that mu; the 
opinion of his colleague, Mr. Davenport, 
with this difference that that hon. member 
was in favour of either selling the lands or 
assessingthem. He (Mr. Groom) objected 
to selling the lands, and had always clone so. 
He gave his strongest opposition to the Rail­
way Reserves Act of the late Government 
after he had seen the working of the first 
Reserves Act and the b!td effects of it in 
the neighbourhood of Roma. However, he 
had merely risen to Pxplain that the leader 
of the Opposition had not yet had an op11or­
tunity of calling them togpt.Jwr to dis­
cuss their mode of proceeding. Hon. 
members on the Opposition benclH'S held 
different views on the question of 
these lines, but he had no doubt that 
when the leader of the Opposition called 
them together those little differences of 
opinion would be very easily settled. 
To say that any hon. member had proposed 
anything at his dictation was not consistent 
with the facts. 

The Cor.oNIAL SEcRETARY saiu it was 
hardly necessary for the hon. member for 
Toowoomba to inform the House of the 
difference of opinion which existed on the 
Opposition side, because it was }Jatent to 
every member that the greatest differences 
of opinion existed amongst them. There 
appeared to be no leader of the Opposition 
at present. One hon. member (Mr. Stub­
ley) had entirely thrown off his allegiance 
to the leader of the Opposition, and had 
informed the House that he would do as he 
pleased ; and that declaration had been 
cheered by other members on that side of 
the House. 'The hon. member for North 
Brisbane was ostensibly the leader of the 
Opposition, but who the de jarto leadPr 
was nobody could tell. The hon. member 
for Enoggera (Mr. Dickson) had apparently 
assumed that position to-clay, for he had of­
fered to guarantee that if the Premier would 
adjourn the House now the Opposition would 
take the question into serious consideration 
on Monday. He did not know on what 
grounds they could accept such a guaran­
tee, even if the Premier were willing to 
adjourn the House until Monday. He 
would do the hon. member for 'Toovroomba 
th6l justice to say that he ne>er got up to 
speak without having something to say ; 
and his remark, that if the railways did 
not pay the interest on their construction 
the assesments of land should be increased, 
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was worthy of consideration, and it had 
been considered by the Government. The 
Minister for ""\Vorks last night, although, 
of course, he was not in a position to 
pledge the Government, pledged himself 
individually-and his remark had the con­
currence of the whole of his colleagues­
that provided the whole of the railways 
were put into the same category, there 
could be no possible objection to assess the 
lands benefited by the railways to make 
up for any deficiency which might exist. 
The members of the Government were 
unanimous, as indeed th<'y had been in 
every instance on questions of public 
policy, that there could be no objection 
whatever to such a course of action; and if 
that was the only obstacle preventing the 
railway votes from going through, he 
trusted that by Monday the Government 
would be able to clear away all clouds from 
the political atmosphere in that direction ; 
but it must be understood that the rule 
should apply to the whole of the railways. 
It was well known that some of the lines at 
present in progress, initiated by the late 
Government, never would pay for the 
grease of the wheels. How on earth could 
they expect the Bundaberg and Mount 
Perry line, and the Maryborough and 
Gym pie line, to pay? Talk about wanting 
information !-they had been wanting this 
information, not only for weeks, but for 
years, and had never got it yet. What 
~nterest was the Stanthorpe and ""\Varwick 
line likely to pay? They had no informa­
tion on that subject, although they had been 
asking for it so long. If that line were 
extended over the border, which would be 
a matter of many years, it might, perhaps, 
pay, but at present there was nothing 
whatever to show that the traffic on that line 
was likely to pay. The production of tin in 
the district had fallen off very consider­
ably indeed, and any revenue calculated to 
be derived from that source would go down 
to zero. Nothing could be fairer than the 
proposal to which he had answered, for his 
own part, that lines benefited by railways 
should, in the event of a deficiency, be 
taxed for that purpose, provided the assess­
ment be made general; at the same time, 
he hardly knew on what grounds hon. 
members could ask that trunk lines leading 
into the interior where there was no free­
hold property, and ·where the pastoral 
lessees were only in possession of the grass, 
should be taxed, while the freeholders 
were allowed to escape free. According 
to reasoning it ought to be the other way, 
for the man who held land in fee-simple 
was pr;rmanently benefited by the railway; 
and he should be the man to be taxed, 
and not the other. But apart from that, he 
was perfectly willing to admit that the 
lessee, who was only nominally in posses­
sion of Crown lands, and who only had a 
six months' tenure, should, if it could be 

proved that he was in any way benefited 
by the railway advancing in his direction, 
be taxed to pay for it, and would wil­
lingly bear any assessment for that pur­
pose. As far as his own experience 
went, with regard to the Central rail­
way line, which he knew most about, 
he could say that, with the exception 
of one or two seasons of drought, since 
that railway had been extended from West­
wood, the further it had gone the more 
the squatters had had to pay for carriage 
from the railway terminus than was origi­
nally demanded by the carriers to Rock­
hampton. That was an extraordinary fact, 
but he would pledge himself to the truth of 
it. Notwithstanding that, he did not assert 
that the squatters in that district had not 
benefited by the railway, for they had 
benefited in time. Their goods went 
quicker than by dray, and their wool went 
clown to the port of shipment in a similarly 
shorter time. To imagine that because a 
railway ran 200 miles towards squatting 
properties every squatter must benefit in 
proportion from it was a mistake. Another 
reason for that was, that the railways 
charged more than the carriers did for 
the same distance, and the tariff for 
many articles was very heavy indeed. 
The hon. member for Enoggera was pleased 
to insinuate in his usual style that the 
notice of motion given by the hon. member 
for Blackall had been done at the instiga­
tion of the Government. That hon. mem­
ber (Mr. Archer) had already distinctly 
denied that he had had any communication 
with the Government on the subject ; and 
he (Mr. Palmer) could say for himself that 
until within five minutes of the notice 
being given, when the hon.member showed 
it to him in the Chamber, he had never 
even heard of it. But the hon. member 
(Mr. Dickson) might rest assured that if 
the Government were convinced that it 
':as their duty to support any motion of 
the sort they would take the responsi­
bility on their own shoulders. They had, 
at all events, the courage of their own 
opinions, and if they came to the con­
clusion that the country would be bene­
fited by letting out Crown Lands for a 
term of years at an increased rent, they 
would support such a proposal. He hardly 
knew what was meant by an indefeasible 
lease. If it meant that a man should have 
an extended tenure of a portion of his run 
at an increased rent, and should not be 
disturbed in his occupation for seven, 
ten, fifteen, or twenty years, paying in 
proportion, he could understand it. He 
should like to have the opinion of the 
only la10yer on the Opposition benches 
as to what was an indefeasible lease. 
There was not a lawyer in the country 
who could tell him what an "indefeasible 
lease" 10as. It was something like defining 
"residence," which no lawyer had ever yet 
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been able to do. The proceedings of the 
Opposition during the last two nights 
showed that they had not even the courage 
to take a division on that motion of theirs­
that one shilling only be granted for the 
trunk lines ; although it was nob a test 
question, and would not affect the sum to 
be granted in any way. If they had ma:de 
their amendment " that one shilling be 
granted," and had carried it, they might 
have blocked the larger sum, but they had 
not been quite clever enough for that. 
They had not dared to go to a division on 
their own harmless amendment. 

Mr. DrcKSON: We want more informa­
tion. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said the hon. 
gentleman wanted "to see wheels go 
round ;"-he was never satisfied. The hon. 
gentleman (Mr. Dickson) hl.td again favoured 
the House with his opinion that he was 
proud of the young speakers on the Oppo­
sition s-ide. He wished the hon. gentleman 
would point out the young speakers of 
whom he was so proud. With the excep­
tion of the hon. member for Rosewood, 
who on the rare occasions he had addressed 
the House had always given them his own 
ideas and information, which, although on 
subjects on which they did not need to be 
enlightened, showed that he had informa­
tion and knew how to impart it-with that 
exception all the other young speakers of 
the Opposition had talked like parrots. 
The young members of whom the hon. 
gentleman was so proud had done nothing 
but repeat the speeches made in the earlier 
part of the discusion ; and, as they all 
knew, talking was not reasoning. Not one 
of them had, during the last two nights, 
made a speech, but had simply talked like 
so many poll-parrots, repeating only the 
worst parts of the speeches that had been 
delivere"d, and without havmg enunciated 
one single new idea. The hon. member had 
given as an additional reason for the ad­
journment of the House that they were all 
sadly in need of rest. Looking round he 
could see that the Ministerial supporters 
were all as fresh as paint ; and the Op­
position, working as they did in rehiys, 
ought not so soon to show signs of the 
breaking up of the constitution. The hon. 
member (Mr. Dickson) did certainly look 
very ill, and he had noticed that fact to a 
friend when the hon. member came into 
the House this morning. The hon. mem­
ber had not the bloom of health on his cheeks, 
and looked ·utterly worn out-something like 
a penn'orth of soap after a hard day's 
washing. He was afraid that if they had 
to go on sitting up all night there would 
not be much of the Opposition left. The 
hon. member for the Logan seemed to bear 
it best ; but even he looked utterly sick of 
the dribble he was hearing from his own 
side of the House, and was only kept in 
spirits by the hon. member for Mitchell' s 

amusing lecture on asses. But for the 
efforts of this side the Opposition would 
never have survived till morning. 'l'he 
complaint of want of rest was nothing, and 
was not a sufficient reason for adjourning 
the House. The Government side were 
quite prepared to go on till to-morrow 
night, but they would not force it on this 
occasion. They would try what effect a 
Sabbath's rest had upon the members of 
the Opposition. Certainly, if some of those 
hon. members IJreachcd as they talked, he 
could not understand how they could get 
congregations to go and listen to them. He 
should like to have the opinion of the hon. 
member for Mureton about "indefeasible 
leases ;" and if he could make it hal£ as 
amusing as the hon. member for Mitehcll's 
lecture on asses he would carry the House 
with him. 

The Hon. J. DouGLAS said he felt so 
fresh after the two nights' debate that he 
was quite prepared, if the Colonial Secre­
tary wished, to ·go on for another day or 
two. The hon. gentleman himself set an 
admirable example of talking against time. 
He (Mr. Douglas) kept awake the whole of 
last night when the hon. member for Mit­
ehell was in a deep and heavy sleep, and 
had to call the attention of the Chairman 
to the fearful disturbances the hon. member 
was making. The Chairman having failed 
to invoke the int<'rventionof the Sergeant-at­
Arms, h? (Mr. Douglas) was obliged, in the 
cause of order, to exercise some allaying 
influence on hon.' gentlemen on the opposite 
side, and had several times to arume his 
hon. aml ancient friend, the membcrforthe 
Balonne, to a sense of his duty with regard 
to the disturbance he was creating in the 
Chamber. He (Mr. Douglas) would refer 
but slightly to the hon. member for 1\Iit­
chell' s lecture on the wild ass of the wilder­
ness-and in this matter he had really sur­
passed himself. Humourous as were the 
hon. member's illustrations, he felt at the 
time that there were certain properties of 
the wild ass of the desert in which the hon. 
member himself to a great extent partici­
pated. The wild ass was known to be a 
perfectly untamrable animal; no man had 
ever compelled the wild ass of the desert 
to subjection, and he was quite sure that 
no man would ever compel the hon. mem­
ber for Mitchell into that due sense of 
compulsion whir~h he would ultimately feel 
if he 1vere well saddled and bridled. 

Mr. J\foREIIEAD said he could not un­
derstancl how an hon. gentleman, who had 
once called him a servile follower of the 
GoYcmment, should now call him an nn­
tanwable animal. 

:Mr. DouGLAs said he would do the hon. 
gentleman the justice to say that he had 
no senility in him, and that he was, and 
would always remain, the untamed ass oE 
the desert. Jf once he (Mr. Douglas) 
could succeed in saddling and bridling him 



Order qf Business. [22 AuousT.] Order of Business. 

he rould ride him round the world and 
challenge all competitors. .No animal on 
the face of the earth would go better than 
the hon. member for 1\litchell when fairly 
mounted by himself (Mr. Douglas) ; and 
if the hon. member would submit-which 
he £carPel he would not do-he would 
undertake to exhibit him at the Sydney 
Exhibition. l'assing to a perhaps more 
serious aspect of the question, he was 
convinced that the Colonial Secretary 
rose simply to talk against time, as the 
supporters of the Govemment had clone all 
night when the hon. member for J\fitchell 
amused them for two or three hours, and 
was then followed by the hon. member for 
Dalby, who occupied the time till the ad­
journment for breakfast, _insisting upon ~lis 
right to addrco<s the Chan'. The mormng 
dawned on such a sight as he had never 
witnessed before. Only about three mem­
bers-the lwn. members for the Logan and 
Dalby and himself-were mYake; all the 
rest being wrappecl in profound ;:lumber. 
The farce had tolcl Yery hea>ily indeed on 
the Colonial Secretary, 1vlw had finally 
succumbed to the overpowering influence 
of sleep; and he (Mr. Douglas) was glad 
to see him so comfortably establi~hecl. 

The CoLoXU.L SEcHET.mY denied that 
he was enr asleep in the House last night. 

J\fr. DoUGL.~s ~aiel it was not worth while 
to contradict the lwn. gentleman. As to the 
Opposition being afr;titl to diYicle, there 
1Yere ~cveral oeca~ions last night when 
they cliYidcd with, owing to thl'ir bl'ing in 
a small minority, the Ct~rtaint_,, of defeat, 
lmt they did not shrink on that account 
from testing the opinion o£ the Committee. 
The hon. g:~nileman had indicated the way 
in which the Opposition must proeeed in 
the future if they really "\Yished to obstruct. 
He had now a few words to say concerning 
matters that demanded sm·ions consiclera­
tion. He fdt that there had never been 
more sPrious questions to be• discussed than 
those which they were now treating. The 
Government would find that the Opposi­
tion were very willing to discuss them in 
their length, breadth, height, and depth. 
The Premier, as in many matters with re­
gard to the administration of affairs, had 
not taken a wise course when on \Vednes­
day morning last he insisted on going to a 
division on the vote for tt three-million 
loan. He could not have expected, under 
those cin:umstances, that hon. members 
would be "ll'illing to go on with the 
discussion, and his action naturally 
gave rise to that instinctive feeling of 
resistance to what hon. members felt was 
not a proper and fair course. It was quite 
possible that the members of the Govern­
ment might have desired to create that feel­
ing in order to induce ihe Opposition to 
block the busine~s. The hon. gentleman 
referred to the fact that. the Opposition was 
disorgauised; but he would tell the hou. 

gentleman that beneath the apparent dis­
order, if there were any, there was a good 
deal of discipline. The Opposition, at pre­
sent, were fighting in open order, and while 
he (Mr. Douglas) was willing and desirous 
to recognise the leadership of the hon. 
member for North Brisbane as the most 
competent man in the House without ex­
ception, and the most conversant with Par­
liamentary matters, there were some other 
members who had not made any agreement 
on all subjects. They did not expect per­
fect agreement, and it was not demanded 
by the organization of the party. No 
doubt many of the hon. members on the 
Government side differed in their opinions 
just as hon. members of the Opposition clid. 
The hon. gentleman claimed that the hon. 
member for Enoggera had given a pledge 
which was not given by the head of the 
Opposition; but the hon. gentleman (Mr. 
Griflith) said yesterday that he hoped the 
House would really get seriously to busi­
ness next week, and that was just as much 
an ex1JrGssion of opinion in the direction of 
conciliation as any made by the hon. mem­
ber for Enoggcra. It might mean a great 
deal, or it might mean nothing. The term 
"serious consideration," which the hon. 
gentleman accepted as a statement of policy, 
could admit of a variety of meanings. It 
was merely the expression of a cautious 
man who felt he could not commit himself 
to a final decision on this subject in the 
form which it l1acl now assumed, He 
would now say a few words with regard to 
his 0\Yn opinions. In doing so he did not 
}Jrofess to express the opinion of the com. 
binecl Op}JOsition. He had the strongest 
objection to the proposition in the form 
it was made, and he had pointed out that 
there was no necessity for forcing on the 
consideration of the item while there were 
othrr matters more immediately pressing 
and very much more important. If he could 
induce the Goyermnent to postpone that 
item until others had been considered he 
should be very well satisfied. As there 
were such great objections on the part o£ 
an important minority in the House, and 
he believed a large majority outside, to 
this item, why should not the Premier 
make a separate subject of it altogether P 
That item would then be disposed of for 
the time ancl other business could be pro­
ceeclt•d with ? 1'hey were told that the 
~ession was now far ac1vancec1, and that 
unleRs pressure were brought to bear the 
termination would b(i) indefinitely post­
poned. In 1877 when a large amount of 
very important business was done the 
session lasted from May till November; 
and he did not see why they might not sit 
until November no1v. There were much 
more important questions for consideration. 
'l'he lJOsiLion of the colony was now more 
eritiral. Then it was in the heyday of 
prosperity ; but cir('umstances were differ. 
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ent now. The position of affairs demanded 
the calmest and most careful consideration, 
and this was a time when the interests of 
party or prejudice should be subordinated 
to those high considerations of the influences 
which should guide the destinies of the 
colony. The proper course for the Gov­
ernment was to appeal to reason and all 
those methods of persuasion which could 
be brought to bear on hon. members, and 
which the hon. gentlemen opposite were 
perfectly capable of bringing to bear. 
'rhey had experience and could command 
all the sources of official information, and 
they should avail themselves or those 
means to persuade hon. members. If 
those hon. members were reluctant to sit 
after days and nights of tedious debate, 
the Government should yield to what 
they might consider the follies even of 
hon. members. Did they not know that the 
weak invariably became strong when driven 
into a corner and brought under the heel of 
authority, and that the desperate under 
such forms of compulsion would find 
remedies P Why did not hon. members 
look at the matter in that light? In that 
direction they might make far more credit­
able conqul'sts than they could under the 
compulsion of force. If it were necessary to 
spend even two months more it would be 
better to do so rather than apply a system 
of compulsion which was opposed to all 
the best conditions of Parliamentary 
practice. Yet the Premier, influenced, 
no doubt, by the Colonial Secretary, 
invariably enforced those methods when 
he could not get his O\Yn way by any 
other means. The system of Parlia­
mentary Government must always be 
one of compromise. The hon. gentle­
man would make no terms. He said 
in effect that the vote must be passed 
between 12 and 1 o'clock at night and 12 the 
next day, or he would enforce by com­
pulsion that which was the mere dictate 
of his will. But that was not the best way 
to persuade unwilling men. It was much 
better at times to give way a little and to 
give good reasons, rather than rPsort to 
force. Argument would always be recog­
nised by the people the House represented 
as more effective than the grosser forms of 
material compulsion the Premier was 
having recourse to. He wished to say a 
few words with regard to the land question 
in connection with the proposition to run 
lines into the far interior. 'l'he Houst> had 
been told that if the lines were granted the 
Government might come down at some 
future time and ask power to revise the con­
ditions under which the pastoral tenures were 
held. The Colonial Secretary, while object­
ing to expressions used in the terms of the 
motion introduced by the hon. member for 
Blackall, leading hon. members to suppose 
that it had not his sympathies, said he was 
quite prepared to reconsider the present 

rents paid by pastoral leaseholders when it 
was proved that the results of the railway 
policy made such a courso of action neces­
sary. But when would that be P When 
the present extensions were completed it 
might be found that the lines had not yet 
been driven far enough out; and the good 
time when an additional income would be 
derived from that source would be put off 
indefinitely. The plain, honest, straight­
forward course was, as in private affairs, to 
show the public creditor an increase of 
resources at command, in order to be in 
position to obtain as good terms as hither­
to. It was only simple justice to ask the 
leaseholders to assist the colony by a 
revised tenure, seeing that they were 
helping, by the support they gave to 
the party at present in the majority, to 
force upon the House this policy of rail­
way extension. How rea~onable and just 
it would be, as they were so desirous of 
carrying that railway policy, to say at the 
same time, " "\V e arc willing to revise the 
conditions on which we hold our proper­
ties in virtue of the greater convenience 
we shall enjoy, and the greater facilities of 
carriage that will be at our command." 
They did nothing of i he kind, however; 
-that part was to be dPferrecl to a future 
day. The House was now to borrow, on 
the security of the people at large, an 
amount of money for their benefit; and 
when a deficit in re1enue came, and the 
necessity for increased taxation, then the 
pastoral lessees ·would be prepared to con­
sider the claims the peO}Jle might have 
upon' them. In this matter the Opposi­
tion side of the House represented the 
intelligent and expPriencecl people inhabit­
atinp this territ?ry; who might justly say, 
"\v e refuse to m crease our public burdens 
until we see our way to revising the condi­
tions on which vast areas of the public 
estate are held." Those opinions had not 
been taken up by him recently, or for the 
purposP of this debate: he had expressed 
them very strongly in addressing his con­
stituents when occupying the position of 
leading Jl.i[inister in the late Govermuent. 
On that occasion he had distinctly pointed 
out that the Pxtension of those railways 
must involve a revision of the whole fiscal 
system and of the tenure upon which 
Crown lands were held. He had also en-, 
deavourecl to giYe expression to the same 
opinions by moving, on his own pPrsonal 
responsibility, an amendment on the Finan­
cial Statement; and he should endeavour to 
secure such a revision before giving his con­
sent to such tt large outlay as was contem­
plated. The Colonial Secretary had shown 
to-clay how little he appreciated the real po­
sition of affairs when he contrasted the posi­
tions of the leaseholder and the lanclholder. 
Why, he asked, should you revise the 
tenure of the leaseholdL'r without revising 
the condition upon which the freeholder 
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held his land P The freeholder had given 
real value for his land, and the leaseholder 
had not-that was the answer. The free­
holder was a permanent occupant of the 
land, who had given hostages for the future 
that he was a partner in the condition on 
which the prosperity of the country >ms 
based; the leaseholder merely occupied 
land at a rack-rent, gan~ insufficient 
value for the land, was a mere temporary 
occupant of the property he used, having 
no permanent or lasting iutprest in it, and 
in many cases was a mere speculator. The 
Colonial Secretary plainly showed he had 
not gauged the difference. There was 
another matter of very great importance, to 
which he must refer. On a late oceasion 
he had asked the Colonial Secretary- . 

"If it is his intention to continue to act as a 
director on the Board of the Q.Heensland 
National Bank (Limited), after the date when 
the agreement between that bank and the Gov­
ernment comes into force?" 

The hon. gentleman replied in terms not 
quite befHing the occasion-

" If the hon. member ''"ill ask me any qncs· 
tion with respect to the Government depart­
ments unde1· my control, or matters conneded 
with public policy, I shall be happy to answer 
to the best of my ability. ·with my primte 
arrangements he has nothing ,,-hatever to do." 

.And he added, sotto voce, something about 
his (.Mr. Douglas') private arrangements. 
He wiHhed to have nothing to do with the 
hon. gentleman's private arrangements, 
but he should not be prevented from refer­
ring to the present matter on any ~uch 
plea. He would point out that when the 
agreement with the Queensland National 
Bank came into force, as it would on the 
lOth September, that bank would become 
the contracting bank for doing the business 
of the colony on certain terms, and would 
be in that respect a public and not a 
private institution. Under no circum­
stances could a bank issuing notes and 
rPceiving deposits be viewed as a pri­
vate one. The whole tendency of legis­
lation on the subject went to show that 
those institutions- useful, important, and 
essential as they were for carrying on 
business-could not be looked upon as pri­
vate institutions. The welfare of the 
people was in many respects iutimately 
connected with thematters dealt with by 
those institutions ; and he would tell the 
hon. gentleman that at the bottom of the 
real and earnest opposition at present ex­
isting to the Government was this question 
in connection with the bank. He hoped the 
lwn. gentleman, on a fit opportunity, would 
take serious counsel with his colleagues in 
connection with this matter. He had no 
wish to make any personal references, but 
he intended to treat the subject as a great 
public question demanding the attention 
of the House ; and he was quite sure the 

hon. gentleman would consult his own 
interest and the best interests of his col­
Jeagues, his party, and the colony, by being 
very careful as to his relations with this 
bank. 

The CoLONIAL SEcRETAI!Y: Do you 
think it fair, Mr. Speaker, when the hon. 
gentleman knows that I have no right of 
reply, thnt he should go on in this style? 
I treat his opinion with the greatest pos­
sible contempt, and had I the right of 
reply I should not object to his remarks. 
He knows that the House will adjourn 
in half-an-hour, and he wants to get his 
opinions into lia nsarrl. I care no more 
about them than the fifth wheel of a coach. 
.As far as business matters are concerned, 
an opinion which I despise more than his 
it would be impossible to find. 

Mr. DouGLAS said if tha hon. membE'r 
held that opinion of him he was sorry, but 
he was not to be treated with contempt on 
these matters. The hon. gentleman would 
have ample opportunities of discussing the 
question. He hoped, however, the Gov­
ernment would take the matter into their 
serious consideration, because the position 
of the hon. gentleii<au as a member of the 
Executive, and his position as a director 
of the institution which, in a short time, 
would become the Government bank, were, 
in his opinion, quite incompatible. Public 
opinion on the subject would make itself 
felt and demonstrate that he was right. 
The hon. gentleman had hardly gauged 
the extent to which those influences 
might be brought into conflict with 
one another. As a member of the Exe­
cutive he was placed, together with 
his colleagues, in the highest possible 
position as trustee to the people of this 
country-the most confidential position that 
any man could be placed in in this corn­
nmnity. They were trustees to the people 
ancl the advisers of the Governor, and to 
them was committed the management of 
the administration-in fact, in them were 
combined all the powers which the colony 
exercised as a State. .As trustees to the 
people of the colony for public purposes 
the most profound trust should be placed 
in them, and any derogation of that trust 
should be looked upon as an offence 
against the confidence of the people. 
He was not about to assert that there 
had been any breach of that trust; 
but he would stty that, if the hon. gentle­
mttn continued to maintain the position he 
now held after the period when the Gov­
ernment and the bank had become inti­
mately connected, he would then occupy 
an equivocal position which a member of 
the Executive ought not to occupy. .A 
member of the Executive should be above 
suspicion, and every endeavour should be 
nmde to place all high officials above sus­
picion. 'l'hat could not be done so much by 
law as by public opinion, and the conscious 
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sense of discharging duties appertaining to 
high position of responsibility such as 
those occupied by the Executive. I£ 
the hon. gentleman continued to occupy 
the dual position, he (Mr. Palmer) should 
consider that, as trustee of the public 
funds authorised to be raised by the 
Loan Act which would probably result 
from the present discussion, he would be 
called upon to take the best steps to 
keep that amount of money beyond any 
chance of loss, as money which had 
been voted by the country and lent by 
those who confided in the country. "What 
might be the possible result of the oper­
ation of this policy of raising a large 
loan in respect to the hon. gentleman's 
connection with the Government banking 
institution? He might be called upon to 
provide for the proper custody o£the public 
funds, and in his private ea11acity he would 
be called upon to exercise juc1gment and dis· 
cretion with those funds which might ulti· 
matcly find investment in private channels. 
He had previously referred to this as the 
great clanger they had to encounter at the 
present time. If there was a recommenda­
tion with the other side of the House 
for this vote, it was that a large amount 
of money would be made available for 
investment in this country, and that wch 
investment could be made of greater utility 
than by iUYesting it in public works. It 
was quite possible it might be, and yet 
they should consider the danger which 
would be invol.-cLl, and all the ri~ks 
that would be run, and the suspicion 
which would be atittched, if these large 
sums of public money were disbursed 
through a private agency-that was the 
strongest objection to the proposal now 
made. Underneath the proposition lay the 
question of what they were going to do 
with the public moneys. It might be the 
salvation, pecuniarily speaking, of many 
of their most enterprising colonists that 
they should be afforded facilities for obtain­
ing advances from that bank. It was a 
contingency which might arise, and, as it was 
probable it would, the hon. gentleman might 
find himself occupying a position which he 
could not feel to be consistent with his 
position as a member of the Ministry. 
He (Mr. Douglas) had not ono word to say 
against the hon. gentleman's per~onal and 
private character; he had always believed 
him to be an honourable and straight­
forward man, and he thought so now. 
He (Mr. Douglas) had only come in contact 
with him, and also into antagonism with 
him, as a politician, but he had never come 
into contact with him in his private capa­
city. He asked the hon. gentleman to 
consider most seriously, for the sake of 
himself, for that of the party to which he 
belonged, and for his public reputation--

lVIr. P.HJIIER: Leave my reputation alone, 
and look after your own. 

Mr. DouGLAS, continuing, said he was 
willing that anyone should look into his 
private character. If the hon. gentleman 
had any accusation to make against him 
let him do so if he felt it to be his duty, 
but he (Mr. Douglas) would not hesitate 
now and hereafter-if a course of conduct 
was not pursued by the Government to 
place them above suspicion-to direct 
attention to it when there was a possibility 
that dangerous complicatioNs might result, 
and to which that course o£ conduct might 
commit them. It was not essential that 
the hon. gentleman should be a director of 
the National Bank. He (Mr. Douglas) 
presumed that, the 11roprietary being an 
influential one, the hon. gentlcman--

1Ir. AMrrunsT, rising to a point of order, 
asked if the hon. member could debate the 
private a1Iairs of the bank P 

J\fr. DouGLAS : I am now discussing the 
position which one of the Ministers holds 
in relation to it. 

The SPEAKER: I am not aware that there 
is any regulation to prevent an hon. mem­
ber discussing the private affairs of corpor­
ations or of people outside the House. 

nfr. DouGLAS said that it was from 
a sense of public duty he asked the 
Government to review their position in this 
matter. That duty he was going to dis­
charge, amlhe would accept any obloquy or 
any results whieh might arise from his ob­
duracy in this respect rather than forego 
what he conceived was, as a public duty, 
imperative on him. It was most desirable 
that before iJ10 new contract came into 
effect the relations of the Ooloni al Secre­
tary with the National Bank should be 
altered. · 

An HoN. MEMBER : You will not alter 
them, at any rate. 

Mr. DouGLAS did not suppose he should, 
but he was there as an exponent of public 
opinion-a public opinion which prevailed 
far beyond his circle, and which was widely 
entertained throughout the length and 
breadth of the country. ·whether he was 
successful or not in his efforttoplacetheposi­
tion before the Government, that opinion 
would prevail in the future unless the Gov­
ernment consented to revise their position. 
The hon. ~cntleman must see what woulll 
be the difficulties of his position as a director 
of the bank, being also a shareholder and 
participator in the profits of the institution 
contracting to do the work of the Govern­
ment, when the contract came into force. 
There were matters which demanded his 
consideration bdore he persistecl in main­
taining a position which could not be 
justified. He (Mr. Douglas) believed that 
the hon. gentleman was constitutionally 
debarred from silting in the Hou~c, in 
consequence of his being a participator 
in the management of the institution. 
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Possessing as the Iwn. gentleman did a 
majority o£ the House, a majority crmentrcl 
together as they were by strong ties and 
alliances, he (Mr. Douglas) might not be 
able to pass a resolution to that effect; 
but their convictions would not the less 
remain that the position the hon. gen­
tleman occupied was unsatisfactory and 
positively unconstitutional, and i£ the hon. 
gentleman persisted in maintaining his 
position he would, in legality, have for­
feited his seat in the liouse. ·when the 
question was discussed, as no doubt it would 
be on another occasion, he hoped it would 
be divested o£ all personal aspect. His 
(Mr. Dougla~') personal motives were 
nothing. Such interests as he had. were 
in another direction, but when he saw that 
which might lead to great evils and that a 
1Jad example was likely to be set them, he 
was bound in the duty he owed to the 
country to do his best to allay and abate 
what would evidently prove to be a serious 
public evil. To this matter, having drawn 
the attention o£ Gm·ernment to it, he would 
not now further refer except to say that 
he Imd reasonable grounds for asking a 
reconsiclrration of the question, and he 
trustrd that Government might be induced 
to make some alteration before the contract 
came into effect. The Colonial Secretary 
had been pleased to refer to the Mary­
borough-Gympie Hailway, contrasting the 
policy 1rhich led to the construction of 
that line with the policy of the schemes 
ad vocatecl hy Government. Gympir had 
bern one of the colony's best goldfielc1s, 
and, at· any rate, the conditions of trafiic 
existed in that case, as there was popu­
lation at the ext:remities of the line, and 
that trafiic before long would develop 
more traffic, as the line passfld for a 
great portion of its length through fer­
tile country. Ho pointed out, at the 
time, that the j nstification for the J\Iary­
borough-Gyrnpic line was very much more 
than the justification for the Ipswich 
line when that was first commenced. The 
traffic on that line was at first very small 
indeed, and the Gympie line pre~onted far 
superior inducements than some of those 
now advocated. A reference had also been 
made to the Stanthorpe line ttnd doubts 
expressed as to the policy of constructing 
it, but that line would e,·cntnally become 
a trunk line between :New South vV ales 
and Quoenslttnd; while here they were 
asked to authorise railways of "·hich 
they had no experience whatever, such 
as the Charters Towers extension. How­
ever important, too, the branch lines 
might be, they were not to be put in 
contrast with the l:ltanthorpe line, which 
was the main line of communication 
between this colony and New South \Vales, 
and connected us with a portion of terri­
tory which was even now anxious to ally 
~t~('lf with Q.ueensland, Thoro had onl;v 

recently lwon agitations in favour of 
annexation to Queensland, simply on the 
ground that, as much communication had 
been broug·ht al>out by our railways, they 
foresaw greater advantages in the future in 
connection with Queensland than with 
N cw South \<Vales. The Stanthorpe line 
was probably one of the most im1Jortant 
ever sanctioned ; it brought us into com­
munication with a neighbouring colony, 
and it provided a market for our im­
ports and op}Jortunities for the exchange 
of commodities between New England 
and their colony. He questioned much 
the sincerity Government claimed in this 
vote for railway extension, and he could 
only fall back on the theory which his hon. 
friend (Mr. Grifl.ith) had propounded-that 
this loan was not required for the formation 
of railways, but principally to rai~e money 
for investment here, to a large extent, in 
the banking institutions of ·the colony. 
He was entitled to £all back on that 
statement, and which was one he believed 
to be correct, that the great motive 
which influenced hon. gentlemen opposite 
was to be found in the clC'sire there was to 
obtain public money for the purpose of 
building np private credit. That was the 
great aim ;-that was what underlay the 
whole contention at the present, the posi­
tion being that a demand was made for 
money: "Your money or your lifc-giYe 
us your money, and if you won't we will 
sit here till we get it." Then, when 
they had got the money, the authority for 
constructing the lines would not be asked; 
it would be postponed indefinitely. After 
they had passed the loan they would noYer 
be asked for authority to construct the 
lines; and, in a fortnight or three weeks 
from the time of its passing, the business of 
the House would be brought to a close and 
no further effort made to advance the work. 
What he recommended now was to ask 
only for the money which was necessary 
for next year. He had no objection to grant 
that without hesitation, and even more ; 
but do not let the Government ask under 
present circumstances, in the present con· 
juncture of events, at a season and at a 
time when the affairs of the colony were in 
a critical position, wiwn they had a very 
failing revenue which showed no signs of 
recovering-under these circumstances it 
was their bonnden duty to be cautious not 
to authori'!e the raising of large sums of 
money beyond what were reasonably re· 
quired for the construction of existing 
works, and such other minor undertak­
ings a£ might be approved of by the 
House. He should be sorrv to coniine 
the Government solely to the amount of 
money necessary to • carry on existing 
public works ; there were others which 
might be fairly considered, but they should 
not commit themselves irretrievably to 
a large system of raiJ.way extensions t>~ 



1422 Ordm• of B1tsiness. [ASSEMBLY.] Order of Business. 

to which they had very defective informa­
tion and no engineering Estimates. He 
agreed with his hon. friend, the member 
for Enoggera, that the Engineer-in-Chief 
ought to be examined at the bar of the 
House. It was roughly propos,ed to con­
struct 590 miles of railway, and the pro­
posed expenditure was £2,700 a mile ; 
but there were no estimates, and he 
entertained a firm conviction that those 
lines would not be made for anything 
like the money. The Premier and Min 
ister for \V orb, no doubt, held dif­
ferent views, and he hoped they would 
succeed in showing that they could do 
what they promised; but he (Mr. Dougla~) 
was not prepared to accept their bare asser­
tions against all experience of the past, and 
he should like to ascertain from the 
Engineer-in-Chief what were the probabili­
ties of these estimates being realised for 
the amounts set clown against them. Even 
if the House spent a few days in ascertain­
ing this matter, they would be discharg­
ing their duty more effectually, and be, 
at any rate, subjecting themselves to the 
opinions of reason and experience rather 
than of mere compulsion and assertion. 
Every legislature that was conscious of its 
own dignity should endeavour to discharge 
its duties in the most effective manner, and 
unless it did so it failed to fulfil the func­
tions for which it existed. In making these 
remarks he had expressed his own opinion : 
he would much rather see the Assembly go 
into a friendly conference upon these mat­
ters of public importance, than that they 
should at the present time be dealt with by 
two distinctly defined parties rigidly bound 
to one line of policy. He did not think atthe 
present time the people whom they repre­
sented would benefit by any such rigid lines 
of demarcation. He saw no prospect, except 
under extreme circumstances, of a change 
for the better, by any change of ad­
ministration, but he did see reasonable 
grounds for a change of policy on the part 
of hon. gentlemen opposite. Tl1e way was 
open to them. What they had to do was 
to defer this particular vote to a future 
period-make it a subject of special enact­
ment if they chose, but let them defer the 
consideration of these matters until other 
things were disposed of, and other matters 
on the Loan Estimates, as to which there 
was practically no dispute, were disposed 
of. Let them make thing~ safe, and let 
them see that what was unsafe and risky 
or speculative, as the prPsent vote was, 
should be deferred-not necessarily beyond 
the time sufficient for consideration this 
session, for there was ample time eYen to 
develop a change even in the land policy 
in con:aection with the leaseholder of the 
vast interior of the country. 

AN HoN. MEMBER: By auction? 
Mr. DouGLAS said he was not wholly an 

apostle of sales by auction. He was an 

advocate of obtaining real value-some­
times by auction, sometimes by real settle­
ment, and a very considerable additional 
proportion might be obtained from the great 
public estate, which was now rendering an 
insufficient value, without any detriment to 
the interests of the leaseholders in the 
colony. Until they obtained a sufficient 
value for this public estate they would not 
1Je justified in incurring a large expenditure 
for doubtful objects. Some hori. gentle­
men opposite were el'iclently not much con­
cerned about the extension of these rail­
ways. The members for Normanby and 
Gregory had led the House to understand 
that tlic pastoral lessees did not care much 
about them. \Yhy, then, should the Gov­
ernment urge upon the House a cnursr 
of conduct to which they objected? 
He had come to the conclusion that 
the members representing the outside 
constituencies were representing tlwm 
best when they urged that these rail­
ways were not necessary to the interests of 
the pastoral lessees. He would say more­
they were not essential for the settlrd dis­
tricts, nor desirable, without further con­
sideration of the whole leasehold tenure of 
the unsettled districts. He had been en­
couraged to make these remarks by the 
opening given him by the Colonial Secre­
tary. He had no intention of speaking 
when he entered the House, but observing 
the hon. gentleman was anxious to excite 
discussion he felt he was justified in avail­
ing himself of the opportunity offpred. 

The CoLoNIAL SEcRBTARY thought after 
the personal allusions made by the hon. 
gentleman he would take the opportunity 
of saying a few words, although the hon. 
gentleman, doubtless to prevent him reply­
ing to him, had taken care to speak to 
within three minutes of the time he knew 
the Speaker would vacate the chair. This 
was in itself a mean course of action-let 
that for the present pass. For the opinion 
of that hon. gentleman on business matters 
he (Mr. Palmer), in common with the 
greater part of the community, had the 
most sovereign contempt. The hon. mem­
brr had never shown in any one transaction 
of his life that he possessed business caparity. 
From the first transaction in business on 
his own account to the last with which 
he was connected on account of the Govern­
ment, he had proved himself thoroughly 
and uttrrly incompE'tent. Was there ever 
a Colonial Secretary in this or in any other 
colony who would have been such a fool­
so utterly ignorant of the first rudiments 
of business-so ignorant of the value of 
land, as to buy, at Toowoomba, for the 
lunatic asylum, land at £18 an acre, which 
might have been purchased for £5 ? That 
was an instance of corruption, if they 
pleased, palpably brought brfore the House 
on conclusive evidence. It was shown 
that land was sold the year before at 
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£4 an acre that would have answered 
the purpose ; and yet the hon. gentleman 
flung away the Government money on a 
patent job, to give a personal friend 
£18 an acre for land not worth £5. 
\Vas there ever incompetency like this 
heard of in the whole world P Yet the 
lwn. gentleman dared to lecture him on the 
position he chose to hold as a director of 
a bank and a member of the Government. 
If the country was not satisfied with him 
(Mr. Palmer) as a member of the Govern­
ment they might put the Ministry out. As 
to his position as a bank dirE<ctor the hon. 
gentleman had nothing to do with it. He 
told him before that it was a matter for 
the shareholders to consider, and as the 
shareholders had re-elected him they had 
shown that he possessed their entire con­
fidence. He (Mr. Palmer) would say again 
that thrrc "'as not a member of the House 
who, under the guise of a gentlemanly 
demeanour and pretensions of hurting no­
body's feelings, said more impertinent and 
unfair things than the hon. member for 
Maryborough. .T mt to show the House 
the ideas of fair-play by which that hon. 
grntleman was actuated, he would read 
an extract from a speech he made some 
days ago just before the rising of the 
House, when he followed out the same 
tactics as he used on the present oc­
casion. He tried to make an attack, 
at the same time depri1ing the prrson at­
tacked of an opportunity of defence. This 
showed the hon. gentleman's downright 
cowardice, and that he was not game to 
stand fairly up and defend the position 
he assumed. The hon. member said of him 
(Mr. Palmer)-

" He would secure a large amount of the 
public funds, perhaps half a million, and that 
money would be discounted by the bank on the 
ad1ice of the hon. gentleman. Having secured 
the public funds, he might cle1ote them to his 
private account, although he (Mr. Douglas) did 
not mean to say that he would do so, because 
he belie1ed he would be precluded by the regu­
lations of the bank. . It was quite possible, 
however, and he did not t.hink the hon. gentle­
man would be above put(cing facilities in the 
way of discounts to his supporters. It was, at. 
any rate, a possibility, and, being human, ancl a 
strong party man, the hon. gentleman might 
find his "lmy to do that. The position was 
such as to justify him (Mr. Douglas) in saving 
what he had." • 

None but a man whose sentiments were 
thoroughly bad could ever entertain such 
an opinion of another. It was what the 
hon. gentleman himself would have done, 
and it was what he had done in connection 
with this scandalous job at Toowoomba. 
The hon. gentleman was a downright 
coward, and if he--

The SPEAKER : Pursuant to the sessional 
orders of the House, the House now stands 
adjourned until Monday next. 
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