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[ASSEMBLY.] Motion for Adjournment.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Thursday, 21 August, 1879.

Victoria Bridge Tands Sale Bill.—Petition.—Motion for
Adjonrnment.—Warwick Sclhiool of Arts Lands Sale
Bill.—Order of Business,—supply—committee.

The Speakrr took the chair at half-past
3 o’clock.

VICTORIA BRIDGE LANDS SALE BILL.
This Bill was introduced by message
{rom His Excellency the Governor.

PETITION.

Mr. PrrssE presented a petition from
Residents on the Logan and Albert Rivers,
praying that they might obtain railway
eonstruetion from some point between South
Brisbane and Goodna to the Village of
Logan or higher up.

Petition read and received.

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT.

Mr. PerssE moved the adjournment of
the House to direct attention te a paragraph
appearing in the Queensland Times of the
19th instant, in which the hon. member {for
Bundanba (Mr. Hendren) was reported to
have stated at a large public meeting held
at Peak Mountain, on last Saturday night,
that—

“He (Mr. Hendren) had been pretly well
abused at the Harrisville meeting, but he could
afford to leave the party who abused him alone.
He saw through the Press that the meeting
wag to be held and their member expected to
be there. He then referred to the unreason-
ableness of expecting him to be present at so
many meetings while e had to spend such a
great portion of his time in Brisbane, and also
to the unkindness of people in saying that he
was not doing his best for the electorate. He
might tell them that when the question of the
Fassifern Railway was proposed the member
for Fassifern should have been much more in-
terested in it than he (Mr. Hendren) was; yet
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when he asked the member for Fassifern one
day, in the smoking-room, if he would help him
in the matter he simply said—well, he would
nob repeat exactly what he said, but he told
him that the chances were he would never
again be returned for Fassifern, and that he
would go in for the trunk line. Perhaps he
did not mesn it, but that was what he said.
Ilaving pressed for the returns and obtained
them, he did not see what more he could do
till they got some money to be spent on the
public account.”

He (Mr. Persse) distinctly denied that he
had ever had any conversation with the
hon. member relative to a trunk line of
railway, any branch lines, or any subject
whatever, and no member had a right to go
to a public meeting and say not only what
was discreditable, buta lie. He was sorry
the hon. member (Mr. Hendren) was not
present to hear him say so. e gave the
statement a most distinct denial.

After some remarks from Mr. PricE, in
defence of the absent member,

The question was put and negatived.

WARWICE SCHOOL OF ARTS LANDS
SALE BILL.

Mr. Horwrrz brought up the Report of
the Select Committee on this Bill, and
the Bill was ordered to be read a second
time that day week.

ORDER OF BUSINESS.

Mr. Brarrie moved—

“That the Bill to provide for an additional
Member to the Electoral District of Fortitude
Valley be restored to the Paper, and that the
second reading of the Bill stand an Order of
the Day for Thursday, the 81st instant.”

He said that any remarks he had to make
would be made when the Order was restored
to the paper; but he reiterated that Forti-
tude Valley was one of the largest con-
stituencies 1n the colony—if not the largest,
and that as an injustice had been done to
it unintentionally, perhaps, the spirit of jus-
tice of hon. members would not permit
them to single out this constituenecy, be-
cause it was the largest, for an act of in-
justice, which was of serious injury to the
electorate. He looked to hon. members
of both sides of the House for their sup-
port.

The Premter (Mr. Mcllwraith) : I ask
your ruling, Mr. Speaker, whether a
motion of this kind can be put. Itisan
impossible one on the face of it; it has
been on the paper since the 24th of July,
and it is absurd for us on the 21st of
August to pass a resolution saying that a
certain thing shall be done on the 31st of
last month.

The Sreaxer: There is no rule to pre-
vent a member bringing on a motion which
proposes to do a thing that is impossible :

1879—4 @

[21 Avaver.]

Order of Business. 1377

there is no Standing Order against it, even
if the motion be, as the hon. gentleman
says, absurd.

The Preumisr said he, of course, accepted
the Speaker’s ruling ; but if the motion was
carried, it would, from the terms in which
it was couched, come to nothing. He would
therefore content himself with moving, as
an amendment—

That the consideration of this notice of motion,

and all the following notices of motion, and
Creneral Business Orders of the Day, be post-
poned until after the consideration of Orders
of the Day, Government Business, No. 1.
In proposing this amendment it would not
be necessary for him to say mueh. The
position in which the Government stood
was this: They had lost, through the action
of the Opposition, not only this week, but
last week. It was incontestible that, for
no reason that was apparent, they lost the
whole of yesterday, and the Government
were clearly entitled to have some consi-
deration shown to them. Hon. members
on his side of the House having private
business on the paper were quite agreeable
that the Government business should have
precedence to-day, and it would be con-
sistent with the Standing Orders that such
precedence should be given. Hon. mem-
bers on the Opposition side must remember
that, as they were the principal cause of
the delay in Government business, they
had nothing to eomplain of if their private
business was postponed to a future day.
This was his reason for moving the amend-
ment, although there was a general reason
—namely, that while the Government
business was in its present position it was
useless to push forward any private busi-
ness, which was in a more forward state
than Government business, and would not
suffer from being postponed. He begged
to move the amendment.

The Seearer: This being a question
superseding that before the House, it isnot
an amendment. The question is, that
Orders of the Day, Government Business,
be now read.

Myr. Dicxsox said he felt justified in
saying, and he believed hon. members on
both sides of the House would not be able
to contradiet it, that the custom now
sought to be introduced by the Premier
was without precedent in the House. It
was unprecedented that an attempt should
be made to supersede the private busi-
ness on the day allotted to hon. members
for its consideration without their concur-
rence. The precedent now sought to be
established was dangerous, and he re-
gretted that the Government should en-
deavour to depart from the established
custom of the House in this direction.
They should remember that if they were
able to carry this amendment it would
establish a precedent which at some future
time might be used powerfully against
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themselves, and after the long sittings they
had had during this week on Government
business, this day at any rate should be
devoted, if required, to private business.
He should have preferred to have seen the
Government adjourn their business when
‘Wednesday’s sitting terminated, for they
must have seen from the proceedings of
last night that any attempt to proceed
with the Government business this evening
would be a signal waste of time. It would
be productive of no practical result, and
would only tend to increase bitterness of
feeling, while it would not encourage
a dispassionate consideration of the
large subject introduced on the motion
to go into Committee of Supply. It
was much to be regretted that the Gov-
ernment should attempt to override pri-
vate business, for the consideration of
which Thursday was specially dedicated.
And even if they werein a position to carry
out this amendment, they would be estab-
lishing a very dangerous precedent. He
could not tacitly accept the charges made
by the Premier, that the delay in Govern-
ment business was chargeable to the Op-
position side of the House. The Premier
was, himself, distinetly to blame for the
want of conciliation displayed byhim during
the last two days, nor could he accept the
statement that the debate yesterday on going
into Committee of Supply was an intentional
waste of time got up with a view to ob-
struct and retard Government business.
Tt was the outecome of the action of the
Premier himself in refusing to adjourn the
debate on the no-confidence motion, in
order to enable hon. members to speak to
the question, and who therefore took a
reasonable advantage of the opportunity
afforded yesterday to make those speeches
which they were unable to deliver on the
preceding evening. If the Premier had
been content with the vote for immigration,
the exhibition of the last twenty-four
hours would have been saved—a most un-
profitable exhibition, and one which he ex-
ceedingly regretted. The Opposition were
forced into the position they took up by
the stubbornness and want of considera-
tion displayed by the Premier. Parlia-
mentary business could not be conducted
without mutual concessions; and it was the
duty of the leader of the House to consider
objections made from both sides, provided
such objections were not urged with a
view to obstruction, but to obtain such in-
formation as hon. members ought to pos-
sess. He regretted that the Premier in-
tended to supersede with the Loan Estimate
the legitimate business of the day, more
especially as he had hoped that hon. mem-
bers would have consented to postpone
their private business, and the Government
would have moved an adjournment till
Monday. By adopting such a course the
(Government could not expect to make any
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marked progress, and would only encourage
the feeling of resistance towards their
Loan Estimates. He knew that no re-
presentations from this side would affect
the intention of the Government in that
direetion ; but he, individually, protested
against such an innovation as that which
the Premier was seeking to introduce—an
innovation which would form a dangerous
precedent, and one which might afterwards
tend to his own disadvantage.

Mr. O'Svrrrvay said there were plenty
of precedents for the course of action now
proposed. It was an open secret all over
the colony that this obstruction was not
only encouraged, but planned by the hon.
member (Mr. Dickson). The question ap-
peared to be whether Parliament was to be
ruled by a majority or a minority, and he
trusted the Premier would be firm in car-
rying his Loan Estimates through in their
present form. He (Mr. O’Sullivan) was
perfectly satisfied with the information be-
fore the House. If hon. members went on
at the present rate the session wonld last
from January to December, whereas four
or five months ought to be quite long
enough. He was told two months ago, at
‘Warwick, that the Opposition had made
up their minds to prevent these Estimates
from passing, and the little children at
Toowoomba, also, seemed to know all about
it: it seemed, indeed, to be a secret only
to the hon. member who planned it. He
hoped the House would now decide
whether it was to be governed by a
majority or a mirority.

The Hon. J. Dovcras said the Premier
had stated that he had been driven to take
this step in consequence of the amount of
time wasted this week and last week by
the Opposition. With regard to that, 1t
must be admitted even by the hon. gentle-
man that the subject was an important one,
involving not only the fate of the Ministry,
but settling what was probably the most
important question in connection with
public works ever brought under the notice
of the House. The Premier had certainly
arrived at a rather preecipitate conclusion,
for as yet there had been no lengthened
display of obstruction, last night being the
first occasion on which the Loan Estimates
were brought on. Personally, he was not
anxious to delay the granting of a loan
vote, for he believed the circumstances of
the country were such as to render a loan
really necessary. It was necessary that
during this session an amount of money
should be voted to carry on works now in
progress, and there could be no objection
to vote money for that or any other object
fully disclosed in the Loan Estimates.
But they were asked to vote a large sum—
although it was not a third of the amount
which would eventually be required—to
construct railway lines without any infor-
mation as to whither they were going,
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and without surveys and professional
estimates. And when the consideration
of these matters preceded that of other
matters of more pressing importance, it was
nof surprising that they offered consider-
able resistance to the passing of such avote.
He was not an advocate for Government
by minority ; butit was necessary at times,
even to gain time, for a minority to avail
itself of every form of Parliamentary usage.
The present Government were committing
the colony to a reckless course of policy
whieh was not justified by any fact with
which the House was at present acquainted.
More than that, the official business of the
Government was in a backward state. No
provision had been made for the Divisional
Boards Bill, and without it what was the
present financial position of the Govern-
ment? Nothing had yet been heard with
regard to the repeal of a portion of the
Railway Reserves Act, which was a
cardinal part of their policy, and wupon
which this vote also hung. The repeal-
ipg Bill had not been even introduced.
Such being the case, surely they were
justified in taking their stand, and in-
sisting on knowing more about these
railways than had yet been vouchsafed to
them. On the most paltry details of the
ordinary Hstimates it was the privilege of
Parliament to obtain information from the
Executive ; and yet in an affair of this
magnitude, involving double, and, in the
opinion of many competent judges, even
more than double, the amount asked for,
they were not vouchsafed with the seratch
of a pen. Minorities might be driven into
2 position where they must take their
stand, and resist until they got the infor-
mation to which they were entitled. From
the commencement of his official career the
Premier had shown that he intended to
carry everything by the force of his ma-
jority—not by reason, or persuasion, or
conciliation, or even by giving that infor-
mation which Parliament might fairly
demand, and without which it could not
fulfil its functions. It was a form of
compulsion. They were denied informa-
tion to which they were entitled. There
had never been a railway proposed
here about which such little informa-
tion was given, and the modicum of in-
formation given by the hon. gentleman
ran counter to all experience. The Pre-
mier told them the railways could be built
for £2,700 a mile, while all experience
showed that railways of the construction
proposed would cost at least £5,000 a mile,
and might cost more. He did not grumble
at the price, if it could be shown that the
lines were required ; but he did object to a
false pretence like this—a false pretence of
the grossest kind. The hon. gentleman
overrode the opinion of his own Engineer-
in-Chief, and asked the House to accept his
dictum as heing superior in weight to the
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experience of a professional engineer. The
money was asked for without any guarantee
that it would be expended on any definite
project, and that was a most unusual and
unjustifiable eourse—although, certainly,
it was consistent with his actions since
he had assumed the reins of Govern-
ment, When a demand was made for
any small work connected with the Esti-
mates they succeeded generally in obtain-
ing it, even if it resulted in considerable
delay; and surely they ought to be
entitled to something like detailed infor-
mation when it was an amount involving
millions—involving the future welfare
of the people inhabiting Queensland.
The hon. gentleman had also said he did
not intend to make any speecial provi-
sion for the liability he wished to incur.
‘When the representatives of the people
saw staring before them a great increase in
the public burdens, and that there must be
alarge addition to the public revenue to
meet it, they had an inherent right to know
in what way that extra revenue was to be
raised. There was no right more precious,
and yet here was a proposition which inevi-
tably involved inereased taxation in the
settled districts, or else a revision of the
leases under which the Crown lands of the
colony were held, and yet the Premier
violated it. He said, “Tet us have the
money first, and we will show you how -
the taxes are to be levied.” The Opposi-
tion replied, “Let us see our ways and
means of revising the tenure of the Crown
lands.” Tf that were not done it would be
unsound policy to justify any such large
expenditure. Once let the vote be passed,
and it was not a question of this year, or
next year, but of the next ten years; and
it would not involve an expenditure of a
million only, but of three or four millions.
They were asked to extend the lines 130
miles each. Probably that meant 800
miles. Such being the case, the Govern-
ment had nothing to gain in pressing the
matter now ; but if the Government chose
to force them in this reckless way into an
expenditure which the presentcircumstances
of the colony did not justify, upon them
must vest the responsibility. The Govern-
ment might cheerfully accept that respon-
sibility now ; but even if the Premier suc-
ceeded in having his way in this matter, he
(Mr. Douglas) would never consent thal
the inhabitants of the country should bear
theincreased burden which would inevitably
result from the adoption of this poliey.
If there should be any increased burden, it
should be relieved from Crown lands and
rents alone. The resistance which had
been offered was not unreasonable. There
might have been a less serious air pervading
the recent debate at times, but beneath
there was a serious determination to give
full consideration to matters of great im-
portance to the people of the colony. The
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sympathy of a vast majority of the popula-
tion was towards the reasonable opposition
being offered. The sound sense of those
who were in every way the most substantial
and thoughtful men of the colony was
opposed to precipitate action in the matter.
It was the general desire that a matter of
such importance should be well thought out
and thoroughly diseussed; and those hon.
members who now opposed thoseresolutions
were backed by the intelligence and good
sense of the majority of the people of the
colony. Therewasevidently amode ofaction
open to the hon, gentleman. The large vote
might be posfponed, and the House would
be very happy to discuss and pass many
of the smaller items. 'With regard to car-
rying out the extensions of lines already
authorised there could be no reasonable
opposition. The House knew where they
were going to and what might be expected
with regard to them; but with regard to
the new proposals the House knew nothing
of the kind. The Premier suggested that

he should move an amendment to any-

thing he did not like, but his objection
applied equally to the three trunk lines,
as the House had not been told the
destination of any one of them, nor sup-
plied with any defails as to the mode
of construction. He had desired to ask
the Minister for Works serious questions
as to speed and form of permanent-way,
but the whole nature of the preceding
debate had been such as to render all
serious diseussion difficult. If the sub-
ject was to be further discussed the hon.
Minister for Works should give such
information as the House was entitled to
have. The Chief Engineer (Mr. Stanley)
had written a valuable paper on the
economical construction of railways, and
hon. members would like to know whether
it was proposed to adopt that gentleman’s
views or those of Mr. Ballard. In some
respects those two engineers agreed, in
others they differed, and it was desirable
that the House should have information on
all points. If the proposed vote were once
passed the whole question would be
settled. Though he had very little hope
of persuading the Premier, he felt justified
" in expressing the opinion that the proposed
alterations of order of business would
not be productive of much good.

The Minister vror Works (Mr. Mae-
rossan) said the hon. member (Mr. Douglas)
had given as one reason why the recent
business should not be resumed that the
Government business paper was not so
forward as to warrant the Premier in push-
ing on the Loan Estimates. It was cexr-
tainly unfortunate, both for the Govern-
ment and the House, that the Government
business was not so far forward as it should
be, but whose fault was that? The Pre-
mier read a statement last night showing
the number of sitting days which had been
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devoted to Government business, and the
number that had been consumed by the
Opposition in debating the general policy
of the Government, the railway policy
included. Had there ever before been
a session since this colony first had a Par-
liament when, out of thirty-four Govern-
ment business days, sixteen or seventeen
had been taken up.by the Opposition de-
bating the Government policy ? There had
been no such precedent in this colony, nor
did he think elsewhere. So far from his
objection being a good one, it was a strong
objection against the course the hon. gen-
tleman had taken, and in which he was
assisted by other hon. members. The hon.
gentleman also said that this wasa form of
compulsion ; but he (Mr. Macrossan) ap-
pealed to the Speaker, and to every common-
sense man, whether parliamentary govern-
ment itself was not aformof compulsion ex-
isting in every country where parliamentary
government was in force ? Where, during
the whole history of Parliament, had it
been permitted to minorities to dictate to
the Government? When such a state of
affairs was arrived at the minority became
the Government®and the Government be-
came the minority—in fact, it was simply
oune of those nice phrases which the hon.
member (Mr. Douglas) was very much in
the habit of using. The hon. gentleman
also complained that the Government had
not vouchsafed to give sufficient informa-
tion with regard to these lines and the
direction in which they were to go. The
chief objection seemed to be, not so much to
the form of the Estimate as to the fact that
no objective points had beennamed. In all
those railway extensions and branch lines
there was not a single independent rail-
way in the lot—every one Lad some
connection with the present system of
railways; so that, in reality, there was
not a single new line—like the Mary-
borough and Gympie and the Bunda-
berg and Mount Perry projected by the
hon. gentleman—having an independent
system of its own. Each of them joined or
connected lines already in existence. The
hon. gentleman also found fault with the
amount asked for the three extensions;
but he seemed to forget all about the pro-
ject he brought down to the Honsein 1877,
which included three independent lines.
Such lines necessarily entailed a much
greater amount of expenditure, and the sum
to which the country was committed at that
time was nearly double the amount now
asked for extending these three main lines.
The sum then voted was over £2,000,000, and
yet the hon. gentleman now objeets to the
Government bringing forward a scheme of
this kind, because, he said, the time
was inopportune ;—at some other time
he would be prepared to go on with
extensions of that kind, and even now
he would be prepared to continue them
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under different circumstances. The hon.
gentleman had very little to complain
of on the score of want of informa-
tion. He must remember—what hon.
members seemed to forget—that the Gov-
ernment could not make a single mile of
any line before the plans and sections wero
placed on the table of the House and ap-
proved by Parliament. Another objection
was that the country would be committed
to an unknown expenditure per mile, and
the hon. gentleman said the estimates were
not honest ones, because he believed the
Government were not able to make rail-
ways at £3,000 per mile. He (Mr. Mac-
rossan) maintained that they were able to
do so, and he was justified in saying so by
the authority he had quoted on the occa-
sion of the no-confidence motion, and also
by the statement he then made with re-
gard to the last contracts entered into in
Victoria. But there was no necessity to
refer to other colonies to find out the rate
at which railways could be construected
per mile. At the present moment the
Government were constructing a section
on the Central line at a less cost than
£3,000 per mile, and the engineerin charge
of that line stated positively that lie could
make the remainder of the line—the
130 miles extension—at the rate of £3,000
per mile; and he staked his reputa-
tion upon doing so. When a profes-
sional man was willing to stake his reputa-
tion and his emoluments—which was more,
he being a poor man—upon his ability to
construct that line and complete it—putting
it in as good state as the portion alveady
constructed, as far as the Alice River,
for £3,000 per mile, the Government were
justified in their estimate. Further than
that, he might inform the hon. gentleman—
who as a member of the late Ministry must
have known it—that so far from plans not
being in existence they were prepared up to
twenty miles beyond the extent of the pre-
sent contract, whichhad been let since he left

office—and that they were ready to be laid.

upon the table of the House before he left
office himself. He (Mr. Macrossan) had
now the authority of the engincer of that
line to state that at the present moment
plans were on the way from Rockhampton
for an extensionto sixty-three miles beyond
the present contract to the 200-mile peg.
Mz, Ballard had telegraphed to him two
days ago as followed—

“T find that on 20th August last year I de-
spatched to Commissioner parliamentary plans
andsections in duplicate one hundred and ninety-
- seven miles to two hundred and twenty, being
a distance of twenty-three miles Central Rail-
way, which you can at once lay on the table.
By end of August I will furnish you with
another forty miles to the other side the
Belyando River, viz., to two hundred sixty-mile
peg. These, with the works now under con-
sideration, will provide for a distance of ninety-
five miles beyond present terminus at Emerald.”

[21 Avgust.]

Order of Business. 1381

Since receiving that telegram he had got
another one from Mr. Ballard as followed—

20th August, 1879.
“I have despatched this day to Commis-
sioner for Railways, parliamentary plans and
sections, Central Railway, to two hundred and
sixty miles, being five miles beyond Belyando
River, and ninety-five miles beyond present
terminus,”

The other evening the hon. gentleman
denied having heard that even a gap had
been found in the range; but this clearly
showed that plans were prepared to twenty
to twenty-five miles beyond that point.
The Belyando was eighteen to twenty miles
from the western side of the Drummond
Range, and plans were prepared to five
miles beyond the Belyando; and yet the
hon. gentleman said that the Government
had no plans and no gap had been found
in the'range.

Mr. Doveras said he was aware that a
gap had been proposed, but did not under-
stand that it had been proved to be the
best point at which to cross the range.
He simply referred to a statement made by
the Commissioner for Railways, in this
year’s report, in reference to the Central
Railway.

The MinIsTER TOR WoRrxs said the hon.
gentleman was now aware that not only
had a practicable gap been found, but that
a survey had been made over twenty-five
miles on the western side of the range.
The hon. gentleman ought also to know
that the Commissioner’s report, although
published this year, was drawn up for last
year, and only dealt with railway matters
to December, 1878. With regard to the
Southern and Western line, the Govern-
ment were able to lay on the table of the
House plans for fifty-two miles heyond
Roma—that was to say, to Mitchell.

Mr. Doueras: Are you going in that
direction ?

Hox. Memsers : Hear, hear.

The Mrinister For Works: What is
all the hear-hearing about? Those plans
will be laid on the tahle of the House.
Mitehell is due west from Roma. It will
rest with the House to approve the plans.

Mr. Dovaras: Wehave never been told
that the line would be taken to Mitchell.

The MiN1sTER ForR WoRKS said the hon.
gentleman knew well that the survey had
been made to Mitchell, and that it was
made by order of his own Government;
and he also knew that Mitchell was due
west_from Roma. The Government pro-
posed an extension of 130 miles west from
Roma; and the natural’conclusion was
that, going west from Roma, the line would
go to Mitehell. With regard to the cost
of that line, a portion was being made
between Dalby and Roma at a cost of more
than £4,000 per mile ; and the hon. gentle-
man doubted the ability of the Govern-
ment to make any line for £3,000 per mile,
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because the present line was -costing over
£4,000; and, also, because contracts had
been made, according to the quotations of
the hon. gentleman, to construct lines for
more than £4,000 per mile elsewhere. Since
addressing the House the other evening, he
(Mr. Macrossan) had received a telegram
from a contractor who had made many
miles of railway—why he had telegraphed
to him he (Mr. Macrossan) did not know, as,
though he knew the name, he had never
had any communication with the gentleman
on the subject—stating that

“He would be prepared, if Government
would accept offer, to construct 130 miles ex-
tension railway from Roma similar to present
construction, including supply of permanent-
way and material, at £3,000 per mile.”

Mr. Gagrick: Hear, hear. Name?

The MinisTER For WorEs said he should
not give the name, because the gentleman
said, *“You can use this offer without giving
name in Brisbane. In a few days I will
see you.” That gentleman had had ex-
perience enough to warrant him (M.
Macrossan) in saying he thought that
gentleman was capable, and that he himself
believed he was capable of carrying out
his offer. As to the Charters Towers line,
the information of the Government was
certainly less than in the case of the other
two, because the line was in a less ad-
vanced state. He had reason to believe,
from his own knowledge of the country
west of Charters Towers, and from the
opinions of men whose knowledge was
greater than his, that the line could
be made for the same sum per mile
as the extensions from Emerald Downs
and Roma. The hon. gentleman had made
some remarks about Hughenden. Intaking
that line west it must come near to that
town. Although not due west,-but a little
south of west from Charters Towers, it
was, by measurement on the laiest map
issued by the Lands offices, just about 130
miles distant. The hon. gentleman said
something about the line going from
Hughenden to Muttaburra, which would
be making it describe the two sides of a
right-angle triangle.

Mr.-Doveras: I presumed it was to be
made to Hughenden, and wished to know
what direction it would afterwards take—
north, south, or west ?

The MiNisTER FOR WORKS said the Gov-
ernment had never given the lon. gentle-
man any reason to believe that it was their
intention to carry the line either novth or
south from Hughenden. By taking the line
to the Alice River they would be bringing
it to the very point to which the Central
line would run.

Mr. Dovcras said he understood that
was why the hon. member for the Mitehell
wished it to be carried to there.

The MinisTER FOR WORES said Hughen-
den was a little south of west from Charters
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Towers, and was the objective point as
nearly as it could be placed. The hon.
member for Cook had referred to those
little inland towns. They were not ob-
jective points to make railways to. They
generally consisted of a public-house, a
store, and a blacksmith’s shop, and were
not objective points to be fought about in
the House. The plans of the Charters
Towers line would be veady as far as
Charters Towers before the end of this
session. He had been challenged with not
having given full information, but he had
given a sufficient amount of information
on the subject to warrant the Iouse
in voting the money for the making
of those lines until the plans themselves
could be laid on the table of the House.
But the Premier the other evening, in
justifiestion of his action, quoted the con-
duct of the Minister for Works in New
South Wales upon the occasion that 7%
millions were voted for the making of rail-
ways. His statement was then questioned
by several members of the Ilouse, and
since then the Premier had taken the pre-
caution to telegraph to the Minister for
Works in Sydney upon that point. The
following telegram was sent to the Hon.
Joln Lackey, Secretary for Public Works,
Sydney, on the 14th instant:—

“Will you kindly reply to the following
queries :—Have the railway lines from Dubbo
to Bourke, Gunnedah to Narrabri, Wallerawang
to Mudgee, and Narrandera to Hay been sur-
veyed ? 1If so, are surveys preliminary or per-
manent? Were plans and sections of above
lines on table of House when your last Loan
stimates passed, or what official information
as to cost, character, and direction of each
line ?”

The answer reccived from Mr. Tackey
on the next day was as follows :—

“ Preliminary surveys of the railway lines—
Dubbo to Bourke, Gunnedah to Narrabri, and
‘Wallerawang to Mudgee have been made. No
survey has been made of line—Narrandera to
Hay. Plans and sections were not on table ab
the time of passing of Loan Estimates. The
House affirms the principle of certain exten-
sions on Loan Iistimates on approximate esti-
mate of distance and cost per mile, which are
all subject to approval of Parliament when
subsequent resolution is submitted, accom-
panied by final plans, sections, and books of
reference.”

That was conclusive enough, as far as the
action of New South Wales was concerned.
The telegrams that he had read in regard
to the Central line, the offer of a eontrac-
tor to make the Southern and Western ex-
tension for £3,000 per mile, and Mr. Bal-
lard’s affirmation that he could make the
Central line for the same amount, justified
the estimate of the Government, even if
they had no other data—but they had
other data. He (Mr. Macrossan) stated
the other evening that contracts had
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been let in Victoria for £3,000 per mile.
The hon. member for Maryborough de-
nied the statement; the leader of the
Opposition did the same, and challenged
the Government to prove it. The hon.
member for Maryborough quoted certain
contracts, but they were old ones. He
would read from an official publication,
signed by the Vietorian Minister for
Works and the Chief Engineer of Rail-
ways in Victoria, particulars of the con-
tracts let within the last ycar—the latest
contracts that were known in this colony as
having been let in Victoria. The first re-
lated to the line from Stawell to Horsham.
He knew the country personally, and knew
that it was not a bit easier for railway-
making than the western country of
Queensland ; it was similar kind of
country, in fact. A contract had been let
from Stawell to Murton, which was on the
way to Horsham ; the length of line was
36°257 miles; the total contract price was
£77,999, or an average of £2,151 per mile,
and it included everything with the excep-
tion of station buildings, rails, points,
and fastenings for permanent-way. A
telegraph line was also included, and the
line was to be worked for three months
after its completion to the satisfaction
of the Engineer-in-Chief. He had no ob-
jection to puf the particulars on the table,
but hon. members would know the differ-
ence between putting on the table the
schedules of the prices of the contractors
of this colony and of the contractors of
another colony. The whole of the per-
manent-way and material would amount to
£750 per mile on the caleulation of Mr.
Stanley, and the total cost of the railway
would therefore be £2,963 per mile. Here
they had a railway & feet 3 inches gauge,
with 60-1b. rails per yard and a telegraph
line included, built for £2,963 per mile;
yet the hon. member for Maryborough
called their estimafes dishonest because
they professed to make railways for
£3,000 per mile—railways with a 3-feet-6-
inch gauge, and requiring only 41}-1b.
rails per yard. The leader of the Oppo-
sition also challenged them to prove that
contracts had been let in Vietoria for
£3,000 per mile, and he now had the
proof. The cost of the other part of the
line—the part from Murton to Horsham-—
was £3,085 per mile, including everything
but the station buildings, and including,
also, a telegraph line; yet when the Gov-
ernment proposed to make 3-feet-6-inch
gauge railways, requiring only 41z-1b.
rails per yard, in a similar country with
engineers cqually as good as Victoria had,
and with the same means of oblaining
labour and material, their estimate was
challenged as dishonest. He could also
give particulars of another Victorian con-
tract. From Dunolly to St. Arnaud,
country more difficult than the one he had
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been alluding to, a contract had been
lIet for thirty-two miles of railway for
£71,974, or an average of £2,181 per mile;
adding £750 to provide the same additions
as 1in the other lines, the cost would be
£2,931 per mile. The total length of the
three lines was 86 miles 40 chains and 78
links ; the total cost was £190,245, or an
average of £2,945 per mile, being a little
less than the estimate the Government here
professed to make railways of a 3-foot-
6-inch gauge. Were they not justified
in bringing down an estimate for £3,000
per mile when they knew that railways
were being built here for that sum, and
that it was being done elsewhere? No
information could be got from Vietoria later
than what he had given. He would admit
that the hon. member for Maryborough
was quite correet as to the contracts that
he had referred to; but, as he had
told him at the time, they were pro-
gressing in railway matters, and he had
no doubt that they should yet approach
to making railways for the lower sum
stated by the leader of the Opposition.
Then why should the Government be chal-
lenged, and be said to be dishonest because
they believed that railways could be made
for the sum named on the Estimates? As
to the branch lines, he felt quite confident
that when they were able to make trunk
lines at £3,000 per mile, that they were
equally honest when they said they could
malke branch lines through similar country
for at least a little under £3,000. Itwould
be wiser for hon. members opposite, know-
ing as they did that in all the interests
of parliamentary government the minority
must give way, to now cease objecting te
the passing of these Estimates. They had
satisfied their consciences in making their
protests. They had protested loudly for
twenty-four hours, and they had discharged
their duty as far as they believed they
were compelled to, on behalf of the country
and their constituents, and he hoped that
the obstruction would cease. It was full
time that the Government had the power to
go into the market to borrow money. He
regretted thathon. members opposite seemed
to forget the great legacy which they had left
the Government in the shape of maintain.
ing labouring men in employment. That
seemed to have escaped their memories, if
it was ever known to them. He made the
assertion two months ago that they were
maintaining a certain number of men in
the colony through public works. It had
been challenged outside and inside, but the
figures that he then gave were far below
the actual facts. He found from returns
which he had got that there were nearly
10,000 people at present living upon the
expenditure of Government money in this
colony ; and of these 10,000 people about
9,000 were adult males. With the fact
staring them in the face that one-fifth of
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the male adult population of the country
was living upon Government expenditure,
hon. members opposite were acting sui-
cidally in preventing the Grovernment from
borrowing money so as to ease off gradu-
ally this enormous load that was weighing
upon the country and preventing the catas-
trophe that would take place by a sudden
stoppage of public works. Nothing could
be more eriminal than the conduct of hon,
members, when they knew that if, at the
present time or any time within the next
twelve months, public works were stopped,
the colony would have to go through a
crisis to which that of 1866 was nothing.
They must go on with public works. He
did not say that they could always con-
tinue at the same rate; but, if they in-
creased population and governed the coun-
try as economically as they ought, they
might do so safely. They could not
afford, however, to stop public works at
present, or the extensions that were pro-
posed. Suppose that the extensions which
they had asked for did not pass the
House, a certain number of people would
be thrown out of employment. A large
number of men were at present employed
on the western extension as far as Roma,
which works would be finished at the end
of the year, Mr. Bashford having entered
into an agreement to have the line open by
the Ist of January. Upon the Central line
a contract had been let for twenty-seven
miles, which would not take a very long
time to finish, seeing the nature of the
country; and that contract had been
let whilst the small-contract system
was being wound up on the line. If
through the action of the Opposition
a large number of men were thrown
idle it would be the cause of a terrible
calamity both in the south-western and
central parts of the colony. He did not
wish to contemplate anything of the kind,
because he knew how it would react, not
only upon the portions of the country
immediately adjacent to where the men
were working, but upon Brisbane and every
town in the colony. The labour-market
would be glutted and the wages of the
labouring classes would inevitably £all.
As a matter of precaution and preven-
tion, they were bound to go on with
these extensions. He had every con-
fidence in the resources of the colony,
and although they were at present suffer-
ing a depression he was satisfied their
resources were such that if properly hus-
banded, and if the Government of the
country was properly and economically
worked, they could go on constructing lines
so long as they did not construct too many
in one year and have too much money
lying unproductive. They could doit with
perfect safety, and he hoped the hon. mem-
ber for Maryborough would withdraw
whatever objection he had to the passing
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of this vote. He (Mr. Macrossan) must
have satisfied him as to the bona fides of
the Government. He had given him all
the information he possessed, and the rest
of the information, as regarded plans,
would be laid upon the table of the House
for the approval of hon. members, who
would accordingly be placed in a position to
discuss them. :

Mr. Morenead said lLe rose simply
to correct the hon. member for Mary-
borough for the third time. The hon.
member knew perfectly well that his
statement that he (Mr. Morehead) ap-
proved of an extension of the Northern
Railway from Hughenden to Muttaburra
was incorrect, and that he had been twice
told by him it was so. On the previous
occasion that the contradiction was given,
he (Mr. Morehead) appealed to the Chair-
man of Committees as to whether the hon.
member was insane or not. The hon. mem-
ber would repeat what he knew to be
untrue—what he had invented himself.

Mr. Doveras rose to a point of order.
The hon. member had stated that he
(Mr. Douglas) had made a statement which
he knew to be not true. Such language
should not be permitted, and he begged to
call the Speaker’s attention to it.

The Sreaxer said he did not lLear the
remarks complained of; but if the hon.
member made use of the words “not
true,” he was bound to recall them.

My. MoreHEAD said he should withdraw
them at once, in compliance with the
Speaker’s ruling; but he would point out
to the House that he could not sce how
hon. members could proteet themselyes
against slanders unless by contradicting
them in the House. The hon. member
knew that his statement had been twice
contradicted, and nothing had heen brought
forward by him in confirmation of it. He
most emphatically denied that e held such
an absurd opinion as had been attributed
to him. He was astonished that the hon.
member should have repeated it, for he
must have known that an allusion was
made to his sanity on the occasion of one
conradiction. He should be inclined to
repeat that allusion now, and, if it were
parhiamentary, to say that the hon. member
was not sane. The statement was an ab-
surdity, which could only have originated
in the hon. member’s imagination.

Mr. Doveras said he had no wish lo
misrepresent any hon. member. A groat
many things were said during the heat of
debate last night which were nothing more
than chaff; and, if he had unconsciously
stated anything that offended the hon.
gentleman, he was quite willing to with-
draw it.

Mr. Warsm said he was present in
the House when the hon. member (Mr.
Douglas) made the remarks referred to,
and he could say that they were made
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jocularly, and he thought the hon. member
for Mitchell had misconstrued their mean-
ing. He hoped, after the speech of the
Minister for Works, they would proceed
with the Loan Estimates, and do some sub-
stantial work. It was to be hoped they
would see mo more of the miserable exhi-
bitions that they had seen during the
last four-and-twenty hours, and that they
would now proceed with the business of the
country. The facts stated by the Minister
for Works, which he took it could not be
disputed, supplied hon. members opposite
with the information they wanted, and,
having obtained that, he hoped they would
proceed with the passing of these Estimates.

Mr. Srtevessox sald notwithstanding
the desire of the hon. member to pour oil
on the troubled waters, he could not see
how the hon. member for Mitchell had
misconstrued the statement of the hon.
member for Maryborough at an early hour
that morning. The hon. member for
Mitchell then denied that statement, and
why should the hon. member for Mary-
borough repeat it?  As to whether it was
jocular or not the hon. member for Mitchell
had nothing to do, and he did not see that
the hon. member for Mitchell could do
otherwise than'he had done.

Mpr. Garrick supposed it was of no avail
to ask the occupants of the Treasury
benches to abstain from depriving private
members of their business day and devoling
it to Government business ¥ This course
was an extremely exceptional one, entirely
without precedent in the annals of our
Parliament, and therefore it was for the
Ministry to show that there were unprece-
dented reasons for it. But the only reason
the Premier had advanced for adopting this
course was that the Opposition wasted last
week and last night. He would ask hon.
members whether that was correct or not?

Mr. Wassuz: Yes.

Mr. Garrick said hon. members like the
hon. member for Cook, who assumed to be
so very fair, were the very best partisans,
and oue of their best cloaks was their
apparent fairness. The Premier stated
that the Opposition wasted last week, but
he would point out that last week the most
important business of the session was
brought before them. They were asked to
authorise the construction of a large num-
ber of railways, and to authorise aloan of
three millions, and at the same time it was
admitted that this was for the continuation,
and not by any means the completion, of
these main trunk lines ;—that, as stated by
the hon. member for Ipswich (Mr. Thomp-
son), having got into the wilderness they
must continue there until they reached a
paying point. He maintained that under
these circumstances the Opposition were per-
fectly justified by the course they adopted
last week, and they were also justified by
the number of votes they had on division.
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He denied that the Opposition wasted last
night, and maintained that it was spent in
a proper and manly protest against being
subdued by physical force; and Le hoped
that, whenever that effort was repeated, it
would be met by the same course that was
adopted last night. On Tuesday night the
Government and their supporters endea-
voured to stifle debate by foreing a divi-
sion, although there were members on the
Opposition side of the Iouse who desired
and were entitled to speak, and those mem-
bers were perfectly justified in availing
themselves of the first legitimate opportu-
nity to address the House, and speaking
last night. The Opposition had been
blamed for the delay in public business,
but he maintained that whatever business
had been done fthis session had been
practically done by the Opposition. The
Government brought down Bills in such a
hashed condition that it became the duty
of the Opposition to try and amend those
Bills, and they did that duty fairly and
manfully.

Attention called to the state of the House
—quorum formed.

Mr. Garrick said the Minister for
‘Works had read some telegrans reccived
from the Minister for Works in New South
Wales; and he (Mr. Garrick) would ask
that hon. gentleman why he had not placed
that information in the possession of the
House before this afternoon? It was infor-
mation they were entitled to receive; and
what was the difference between the case
here and the case in New South Wales?
It did not appear that the Minister for
Works, in New South Wales, had working
plans of parts of the line he intended to
propose to the House; but still the Govern-
ment asked the House to authorise a loan.
But what was the position of the Minister
for 'Works here ¥ He had now told the
House that he had plans of the Southern
and Western line to Mitchell; and also
working plans of sixty-three miles beyond
Retreat, on the Central line; and he (Mr.
Garrick) asked, was it not the duty of that
hon. gentleman, before asking the House
to consent to a loan for the construction of
those lines, to place the plans upon the
table of the House ? He maintained that
it was, and that he should have given every
possible information with respect to those
lines.

Attention called to the state of the House
—quorum formed.

Mr. Garrick, continuing, said that the
Minister for Works appeared to him to
have gone backwards in his proposal, by
asking the House to grant a loan for the
making of these lines when he should have
laid the plans upon the table.

Attention called to the state of the House
—quorum formed

Mr. Garricx said the Secretary for
Works had made a very great deal about
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the number of workmen engaged -upon
these lines, who he said would be thrown
out of employment if the course adopted
by the Opposition were carried ouf,but the
hon. gentleman knew well that that was a
perfect fallacy.

Attention called to the state of the
House—quorum formed.

Mr. Garricx said the hon. gentleman,
no doubt, wished that statement fo go
throughout the length and breadth of the
land in order to prejudice the Opposition in
the eyes of the people; but he knew, when
making that statement, that there was
no foundation whatever for it. The Gov-
ernment knew perfectly well that there
were many items in the Loan Hstimates
that the Opposition were ready and pre-
pared to accede to. They had admitted that
they were prepared to go in for a loan
sufficient to enable the Government to
carry on public works at the present rate
of expenditure for, at any rate, two years, so
that there was no necessity, even in the view
the Opposition took, for discharging a single
man at present in the employment of the
Government. He repeated that the policy
of the Opposition was known upon that
point. They would not acceed to a loan
for three millions, or to all the lines
that the Government proposed; but they
were prepared to construct certain lines,
and what they were prepared to give,
added to the money already in hand stand-
ing to the credit of loan, would be suffi-
cient to carry on public works for two
years, and keep every hand at present in
the employment of the Government still in
that employment. So that the intimation
of the Mimster for Works, that the action
of the Opposition would result in the dis-
charge of these workmen, was a complete
fallacy. But the hon. gentleman, when
talling in that way, had forgotten alto-
gether the general taxpayer. He had
stated that enough rent was got from the
pastoral lessees to pay the interest upon
the money that had been expended on the
construction of railways, but it had been
well pointed out the equivalent those
lessees received. He noticed on the busi-
ness paper a motion by the hon. member
for Blackall (Mr. Archer) to grant inde-
feasible leases to lessees in the unsettled
districts. He thought they had had
cnough of indefeasible leases.

Mr. Aumuzrst rose to a point-of order.
The hon. member was discussing a motion
on the paper for a future day, and lLe
(Mr. Amhurst) would ask if he werein
order ?

The Seraxer said he did not think the
hon. member was out of order. He did
not understand him to be discussing the
merits of the motion of the hon. member
for Blackall. The debate had turned very
largely upon financial matters, and a greas
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many subjects might be taken into con-
sideration in discussing questions of
finance.

Mzr. Ayavrst asked if the hon. member
was at liberty to go into the motion of
the hon. member for Blackall in all its
details ?

The Serarer said the hon. member could
not discuss the merits of the motion, but
he might refer to the subject.

Mzr. Garrick said that when he was in.
terrupted by the hon. member, he was say-
ing that the Opposition were not opposed
to a loan, but that they were entitled jto
demand from the hon. Treasurer a guaran-
tee that no part of the interest of such a
loan would be likely to fall on the already
over-taxed ratepayers of the colony. In
the tables attached to the hon. Treasurer’s
Financial Statement there was a compara-
tive statement of the taxation of the various
Australian colonies; and, on reference to
those tables, hon. members would see
that, taking taxation through the Cus-
toms, the most heavily taxed people
were the working men of Queensland.
He could show at once by the statement
made by the Colonial Treasurer, that the
people of the colony were not so heavily
taxed mow as they were in 1874. And
who, he would ask, were in office from the
end of 1874 up to the beginning of the
present year butthe Liberal Ministry ? I
was after some such a fight as they were
now threatened with—one which, he hoped,
would eventuate in the same way—that
there was an appeal to the country, in reply
to which there was an overwhelming mani-
festation of almost abhorrence of the squat-
ting party then in power. The result of
that appeal was this, that after the present
Colonial Secretary met the House he
remained only in office some four or five
days. The country to which the hon.
gentleman then appealed showed no un-
certainty in the result, and the hon. gentle-
man and his colleagues had o pack up their
carpet-bags and trot across to the Oppo-
sition side of the House.

The CornoNIAL SECRETARY:
you do the other day?

Mr. Garzick said that no such general
expression of opinion had been given on
that occasion. They had been told lately
by members of the Government that the
country was in favour of their policy; bub
those hon. gentlemen knew betfer than to
give the Opposition a chance of trying that
question, notwithstanding all that the Gova
ernment had done on a previous occasion,
and notwithstanding the Colonial Secre-
tary’s familiarity with the manipulation of
elections and with the proper way of dealing
with popular constituencies and their
weaknesses. The hon. gentleman, in his
younger days, as he (Mr. Garrick) well
remembered, was renowned for his can-

What did
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dour, but there was hardly so much of
that candour now, owing to the company
the hon. gentleman had been keeping.
He was afraid he was too simple for the
ways of the hon. gentleman. The hon.
Minister for Lands had just made some
remark, but when the time came for the
hon. gentleman to take up his carpet-bag
and irot over to the Opposition benches
he would not be overweighted with his
honesty in that respect. He knew that hon.
gentleman’s powers, and, although he had
been very quiet of late, that calm might
betoken a storm. He could not imagine a
prettier contlict than one between the Colo-
nial Seeretary and that hon. gentleman ;
and how those two lon. members had so
long kept together on terms, apparently, of
peace must be a mystery to everyone.
Coming back to the policy of the Govern-
ment, he would again repeat that the
Opposition were prepared to meet them
m all fairness. They had never shown, in
fact, any other spirit; and if there had
been any spirit of unfairness it had been
provoked by the action of the Government
towards them. The last division on the
amendment moved by the hon. and learned
member for North Brisbane showed at onee
that the Opposition were a very powerful
minority, as they were within three of the
Governwment numbers, and it was very well
known how few of the Government sup-
porters who voted on that particular
question vepresented the feelings of their
constituents. The twenty-three who voted
for the Opposition on that occasion
represented the largest part of the popu-
lation of the colony and the most popu-
lous constituencies within it; and it was
very well known that many of the members
who voted with the Government on that
oceasion, who were the representatives of
populous constituencies, did not thenrepre-
sent the wishes of those constituencies.
If the Government would only give the
Opposition a chance of going to the country
—as he wished they would do instead of
sitting laughing at the interests of the
country and the wishes of the people—
there was no doubt whatever that the
Opposition would come back with a
majority to that House. He would not go
tlivough the different constituencies, or
refer to hon, members opposife, or say a
single word about Brisbane or how wonder-
fully well it was represented by the Colonial
Secretary at the present time. He was
sure there was a perfeet accord between the
hon. gentleman and that constituency ; at
the same time, if the hon. gentleman sought
the votes of that constituency again he
would not be veturned. He believed that
if the whole of that constituency were to
petition the hon. gentleman to give them
another opportunity of expressing their
opinions of him as a representative the hon.
gentleman would tell them that he would do
nothing of the kind.
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The Coros1an Szcrrrary: I will con.
test it with you at any time.

Mr. Garrick said he had never influ-
enced a single voter or elector to express
any opinion about his representative, and
he did not intend to do so, as constituents
were generally pretty acute in finding out
those things for themselves; and they did
not want to be educated to find fault with
their representatives. However, returning
to the question, he would once more inquire
whether there was any use in asking the
Government to reconsider their intentions,
and whether they would withdraw the
amendment and let hon. members pro-
ceed with business in the ordinary man-
ner? He considered hon. members were
justified in refusing to talk about anything
else but private business that evening, as the
Government had deprived private members
of what was especially their day. Then,
again, there was some very important busi-
ness to be done. The hon. member for
Stanley, for instance, had a very important
Bill on the paper—one in which great in-
terest was taken by members of the House,
and also by people outside of it. He
referred to the Bill for the disqualification
of Civil Servants. Heregrefted extremely,
on that ground, to hear that the hon. mem-
ber was willing to give way to the Govern-
ment by postponing the second reading of
that Bill. There was, also, another matter
on the paper which was of great importance,
as it had reference to the comfort of alarge
number of people—that was, a motion of the
hon. member for running morning and
evening trains on Sundays. He (Mr.
Garrick) was favourably impressed with
that motion, and he regretted that the
consideration of it should be postponed for
even a single day, and that the hon. mem-
ber was not assisting the Opposition in
asserting the rights of private members to
proceed only with their business. The
Government were establishing what might
become a precedent; they were doing that
day what the Opposition at no very distant
date might do when they were in tho ma-
jority ; and he considered that a resort to
physical force was a very bad precedent
mndeed. As it was, the Opposition were
withstanding, as well and as bravely as
they could, the almost overwhelming forces
that were being brought against them.
It would not be well to enter into a dis-
cussion on the railway policy of the Gov-
ernment on the motion before the House,
and he would therefore reserve what he
had to say till a later period of the night,
when they lad got into Committee. It
would, no doubt, be uscless to ask Gov-
ernment to reconsider the position in
which the House was placed—that would
be out of the question, as Government
evidently intended to force them into
Committee of Supply. ;

Mr. Grrrrire said that the gquestion
before the House being that Orders of the
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Day, Government Business, be now read,
he wished the Speaker’s ruling as to
whether the motion was regular. Ie
was aware that there were three ways
provided by the Standing Orders for super-
ceding business—either by a motion for ad-
journment of the House, or the previous
question, or that the Orders of the Day be
read ; but in the latter case no particular
Orders of the Day could be referred to.

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY said that the
motion had been moved in accordance with
the nsual practice, and that the notices
were generally postponed until after con-
sideration of the Orders of the Day,
Government Business, “No. 1.”

The SpeAkER was not aware that they
had had a question precisely similar to this
one before, but it would be better to put
the question in its proper form and make a
further motion afterwards.

The CoronIAL SECRETARY said that it
was too late to correct the method of pro-
cedure. The Speaker had put the Premier’s
motion as a substantive motion, not as an
amendment, on the previous question
before the House.

The SpEARER said that the suggestion of
the Colonial Secretary was hardly in ac-
cordance with Standing Order No. 48. If
there were any inaccuracy in the method of
putting ihe question it was not too late to
correct it. It was a question of form only,
the 48th Standing Order giving the form
as ““that the Orders of the Day be now
read.”

Mr. GrirritH understood that the
reason given by Government for taking
the private day was that they had not
made any progress with Government
business yesterday ; and that was the only
reason. The proceedings of Government
just now were very extraordinary. It was
the first time in the history of the colony
that Government had endeavoured on two
consecutive days to force on a reluctant
minority the consideration of subjects
they were determined not to consider.
He did not remember any instance in
which a majority, however large, was able
to coerce a minority in this manner. He
did not believe in tactics of obstruction,
because they were inconsistent with the
principles of parliamentary government,
and equally inconsistent were tactics of
coereion. The debate on the no-confidence
motion was, as he had said before, owing
to the action of the Government, an un-
finished debate, and hon. members who
were deprived of an opportunity of speak-
ing on that occasion were not to be blamed
for having exercised their undoubted right,
on the motion to go into Committee of
Supply, to express their opinions on
so 1mportant a matter. The Govern-
ment had made that an excuse to
attempt to compel the House to consider
after midnight one of the most important
matters that had ever come beforeit. It
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was not consistent with the due delibera-
tion of matters of that kind to begin them
after midnight, and last night hon. mem-
bers were physically unfit to do so, owing
to their having been kept up till a late
hour on the previous night. It must be
remembered that in passing that vote they
were not only authorising the expenditure
of a million and a-quarter on the extension
of three trunk lines of railway, but were
pledging the colony to a far larger expen-
diture before the distance mentioned in the
Estimates was covered. If thoselinesturned
out unproductive they would be a burden
to the colony for many years, and their
construction required the most careful and
anxious consideration. A large section
of the community was entirely opposed to
these extensions; others thought they
might safely be made with proper pre-
cautions; and others that they might be
made without any precautions at all. The
importance of the question was admitted on
all hands, and the consideration of it should
be approached calmly and deliberately.
The House was certainly not in a fit con-
dition now to discuss so important a matter.
Even amongst the Government supporters,
with their majority of three, were some who
gave this particular part of their policy only
a half-hearted approval, and on this side
several hon. members were absent, so that
any division taken to-night would be no fair
test as to the number of the members who
approved or disapproved of these particular
proposals of the Government. Under such
circumstances they, as a deliberative as-
sembly, were bound to wait until the matter
could be fairly and dispassionately con-
sidered. He was quite aware the Govern-
ment thought they had been waiting long
enougl, but many reasons could be given
for the delay that had taken place ; and he
could say sincerely, and was prepared to
vindicate his statement if necessary, that
this side could not fairly be charged with
having obstructed business. They were as
anxious as the other side to despatech the
Government business. Time had been
wasted from quite other causes; and even
supposing one or two days had been wasted,
that was no reason for the adoption of such
extraordinary tactics as those now proposed.
If the question came forward on Monday Le
intended to discuss it in the manner it de-
served, and should then ask for certain
information which he hoped would be
given. There was no levity in the matter,
as far as this side of the House was con-
cerned. The question now was, whether
they should occupy their time between
now and one o’clock to-morrow talking
against time and doing nothing—a course
of action not conducive Lo the credit of the
House or the welfare of the colony—or
whether the Government would aecept
what was not a defeat to them. It was
not desirable that a strong Government
should be defeated on matters of detail,
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and the whole question resolved itself into
one of convenience. It was perfectly idle
to force a question of this kind under present
circumstances, and he could see no sufli-
cient justification for the Premier’s motion.
Tt would be far better to go on with
private business, and give hon. members,
and the Premier as well, a little more time
for reflection. e was quite aware of the
determined character of the Premier, and
that when he said a thing he would do it.
But there were hon. members on this side
who had said it too, and it would be simply
a question of determination against deter-
mination. The Government would sustain
no humiliation in giving way to the inevit-
able.

Mr. WaLsH rose to speak to the question,
but was ruled out of order by the SpEAKER
on the ground that he had already ad-
dressed the House upon it.

The CoroNian SucRETARY said he was
sorry to differ from the Speaker. The
question put early in the afternoon was,
that “Order of the Day, Government
Business, No. 1, be now read,” and the
question now was, that “the Orders of
the Day, General Business, be now read.”
Surely that was a distinet question.

The Speaxer said the alteration lad
DLeen made simply in order to bring the
matter within the scope of the 48th Stand-
ing Order. The question was the same.

The Minstsr ror Works said if the
first question were passed the House would
go into Committee of Supply; but if the
second one were put and passed the House
would go on with the Private Business,
Orders of the Day. The results in the two
cases would be very different, and he was
of opinion the questions were very different,
and everyone who had spoken to the former
eould speak again.

The Sreaxer said it appeared to him
that objection had been taken to two sepa-
rate motions being put together. The
alteration was made to bring the question
within the scope of the 48th Standing
Order, and to remove irregularities. In
his opinion the question was the same,
although the words had been altered.

The Mixtster ror Lanps (Mr. Perkins)
said he thought, at first, the leader of
the Opposition was going to disclaim the
tactics of the Opposition yesterday evening ;
but instead of doing so he seemed rather
to justify the course they had taken, and
sald in a plaintive tone that his party
were too fatigued to go on with business
at that hour of the night. Whatever
might be the usual practice elsewhere,
he (Mr. Perkins) did not believe the
business of Government had ever been
delayed before with such small reason.
Upon every trivial question each member
felt it to be his duty to speak—{irst, on
the main question, and a second time
if there should be a motion for adjourn-
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ment. If the leader of the Opposition had
been sincere in his professed desire to
transact the business of the counfry, he
might yesterday evening have disowned the
tacties of his followers and left them to
shift for themselves ; but instead of doing
so he went away and took a comfortable
night in bed. Did the hon. gentleman
expect that hon. members coming from
other parts of this extensive country could
afford to spend seven or eight months
in Brisbhane night after night witnessing
such scenes as those of last night?
The hon. gentleman should bear in mind
that he took up a fortnight over that
dreary want-of-confidence debate. That
question was talked round about and in
every way, and every possible fresh mat-
ter was imported into it, yet it could not
be said that the Government showed any
inclination to cut it short. When the
debate was adjourned last Wednesday
week, there was a general understanding
that it would be closed on the following
Tuesday ; but, because a few hon. mem-
bers either did not feel ineclined to speak,
or had not made up their minds what to
say, hon. members on the Government
side were to be punished with another
night’s debate, and because that was re-
tused the whole ground was travelled over
again. He would ask the hon. gentleman
and his followers to be resigned to their
fate. They might as well take the matter
in good part, and it was well understood
what was meant. e had not been com-
municative on the subject; but any child
in the street, in inland towns particularly,
and especially in a town which he visited
occasionally, could tell what was going to
be done. The tactics and intentions of the
hon. gentleman were very well known two
months ago, and now he came and in a
plausible way invited the House to believe
that on Monday next he and his party
would be prepared to go on with business.
He hoped the hon. gentleman was sincere
and telling the truth, as it was quite time
that something was done. It was only a
burlesque on legislation to ask sensible men
to witness the scenes that took place last
night and this morning. He objected to that
sort of thing; but, if the work was to be
done, he could endure fatigue both mental
and physical as well as any other hon.
member. During the session too many con-
cessions had been made, and it was found
that for every concession there were two
or three fresh encroachments, so that he
had come to the conclusion that that was
not the way to carry on business. If hon.
members set to business, the Premier had
intimated that the session might be elosed
in about a month; and lon. members
might just as well address themselves to
business, and not indulge in dreary ram-
blings that the House were sick and tired
of hearing. The principal excuse put fors

B
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ward for not going on with business was
the absence of plans, books of reference,
and specifications for the various lines; but
surely any tyro in business matters would
see the hollowness of it. If the plans for
those works were produced the House
might disapprove of them, a fresh survey
might have to be made, and the money
would be wasted. The House had the right
to affirm the desirableness of certain lines
and to vote money for their construction ;
but not one yard could be constructed until
the House had determined upon the route.
It was all nonsense to attempt to delude
new members with the idea that they were
being deceived or misled. The leader of
the Opposition had a fair trial; he chose
his own time and weapons, and was beaten ;
now let him accept his defeat, and proceed
earnestly to business. ;

Mr. Kivasrorp said the Minister for
Lands seemed to look upon members of the
Opposition as paupers when he talked about
concessions, and said they had no right to
speak as they thought proper. It appeared
that they were to talk just as they were
permitted to talk, and say what they were
permitted to say. He could tell the hon.
members that they were quite as indepen-
dent as hon. members on the Government
side, and would neither be restricted nor
told what they were to say. It had been
persistently and constantly said that they
were trespassing and poaching upon some
ground on which they had no business;
but they were there as members, and he
should maintain his right and use it when-
ever he thought proper, the Minister for
Lands notwithstanding. Their object was
not to obstruct, but if they differed
from the Ministry they had a right to
fairly and honourably oppose them. If
by misfortune the Opposition and the Gov-
ernment should come into collision he
could not help it; but they would not sit
and eat humble pie and talk as they were
told. The Ministry, in their opinion, were
wrong, had put forward a wrong policy,
and did not understand their work; and
the Opposition had a perfect right, which
they would exercise, to check them as far as
they could and assist them in getting into
the right path.

Question—That the Orders of the Day
be now read—put.

The House divided :—

Axzs, 23.

Messrs. A. H. Palmer, McIlwraith, Perkins,
Macrossan, l.ow, Norton, Stevenson, Hill,
Swanwick, H. W. Palmer, Lalor, Amhurst,
Persse, Walsh, Stevens, Archer, O’Sullivan,
Simpson, Beor, Morehead, Sheaffe, Cooper,
and Hamilton.

- NOEs, 15.

Messrs. Griffith, Dickson, Douglas, Miles,
Rea, Bailey, Beattie, Macfarlane (Ipswich),
Horwitz, Tyrel, Groom, Kates, Kingsford,
Garrick, and Grimes.
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Question, therefore, resolved in the
i aflirmative.

On the Order of the Day being called,

Mr. GrirFITE moved that the Speaker
leave the chair, and the House resolve
itself into a Committee of the Whole to
consider the Bankers’ Books Evidence Bill.

The PrEMIER moved, as an amendment,
that this and the following five Orders of
the Day be postponed until after the con-
sideration of Government business. He
had the opportunity, now, of replying to
some remarks made by the leader of the
Opposition.  The hon. gentleman had
spoken in what, no doubt, he considered a
conciliatory speech, and one which would
tend towards bringing the House to
business; but the conciliation only lay
in the tone of the speech. There was
no concession offered; on the contrary,
he actually asked the Government to
recede from the position that they took
up at that hour last night, acknowledge
that they had done wrong, let the House
go, and commence afresh on Monday. If
the hon. gentlemen had the slightest notion
of making a concession he would have
given some reason for the course pursued
by the Opposition during the last twenty-
four hours, and eommunicated what the
intentions of the Opposition were wlen
the House met again. If he had pledged
his word as leader of the Opposition that
he would do everything to see the Govern-
ment business forwarded, he (Mr. Mecll-
wraith) should have looked upon it asg
some coneession; it was the least that
he expected, and the least he would
accept ; but the hon. gentleman said
not one word to that effect. Let hon.
members look at the position of things.
He (Mr. MecIlwraith) moved about 4
o'clock yester-afternoon that the Speaker
should leave the chair with the object of
going into Supply. Then commenced a
long rambling discussion on mnearly every
conceivable subject, and it lasted nntil
11 o’clock, when the House got into
Supply. Did the business he brought on
come unexpectedly upon the Opposition ?
On the night before the hon. gentleman
asked plainly what business would come
before the House the next day, and the
reply was the Loan Tstimates. The Gov-
ernment met the House on Wednesday to
discuss those Estimates; but, owing to
the action of the hon. gentleman and his
party, the whole evening was spent with-
out getting into Supply, and the Opposition
commenced to obstruct about 11 o’clock,
when the first motion was made. The hon.
gentleman shortly after that went, but left
not the slightest doubt upon the minds
of hon. members as to what the inten-
tions of the Opposition were—in fact, the
hon, gentleman hLimself said plainly that
he meant to obstruet any business bein

taken that night, He (Mr. Mcllwraith)
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was determined that business should be
done, or that he should discover some
very good reason why it should be post-
oned. The obstruction went on, and
on, members opposite talked until the
House resumed that afternoon for a fresh
day’s work. They spoke very little to the
business before the Comumittee, except the
hon. member for Enoggera, who asked for
certain information on the vote placed be-
fore the Committee. The greater part of
it had been given, but he (Mr. MeIlwraith)
was prepared to repeat it and to give the
remainder, had the hon. member not, by
his long speech, prevented him having
the opportunity to do so. The hon.
member spoke for two hours, and it was
patent his object was not so much to elieit
information as to make a speech to pass
the time away. The Government had been
willing to give the Opposition all the in-
formation that they desired, and all the
information that had been asked had been
given at that sitting Dy the Minister for
‘Works. If the Opposition wished to make
an amendment on the Ministerial proposals,
they had failed to indicate it in any of the
speeches that they had delivered. Surely
the Opposition must have some definite
plan on the vote that had been proposed.
If they meant to attack the whole of the
main trunk line items, let them indicate it;
it was quite possible that in their reasons
the Government might see some cause
for adjourning; but they would not
admit, as had been virtually asked by
the leader of the Opposition, that they
had been wrong. In order to carry on
business the Government had taken the
only course open to them, and until they
saw some definite plan on the part of the
Opposition to forward the business they
were determined to attempt to make . some
progress with the Fstimates. The hon.
gentleman had said there was no precedent
in the history of this Parliament for their
action for the last four days. When he
was Attorney-General his colleague, the
member for Enoggera, who was Treasurer
at the time, moved at 3 o'elock in the
morning that a vote of £720,000 should be
granted, being the instalment on certain
railways, the first three being the lines
for the extension of which a vote was now
asked. The Opposition had claimed that
they conceded something on that oceca-
sion, but they conceded nothing; they
went on until 3 o’clock, when the business
lapsed ; they went no further, butthe Gov-
ernment were determined to go further
until they saw what mode of business the
Opposition proposed in the place of what
the Government proposed. A great many
hon. members opposite had talked as if
this was a perfectly new vote—as if they
had no responsibility in it; it was simply
for the extension of three railways proposed
by themselves, and the extension of which.
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‘he (Mr. MecIlwraith) had no doubt they

themselves thought perfeetly inevitable.
He had two or three sound reasons to jus-
tify the bringing on of the vote last night,
each of which was in itself sufficient. In
the first place, three nights had been
spent discussing the no-confidence vote,
and it was only reasonable, after the
Government had given due notice of
what they intended doing on the fourth
night, that some progress should be made.
During all the discussion no argument had
been given against the item itself ; the ob-
jection had simply been that it should not
be brought forward at the hour that it was
—which was not a sufficient ground. The
nextreason was that hon. membersknew per-
feetly well that it took considerable time to
do the mechanical work connected with the
printing and forwarding of debentures,
and to get the Loan Bill passed. He could
not see how it was possible to get the
debentures ready in two months or fen
weeks after the vote had passed ; reckoning
that, and the time it took to send debentures
home, the Government would be hard
enough pushed to get the money back in
time to carry on the railways. It was
this which induced him to bring on the
Loan Estimates at this time. It would
have been a great deal easier for him to
have passed them at a later part of the
session, especially after the admission of
hon. members opposite that a loan was
necessary ; but he purposely inverted the
order of business in order that the proceeds
of the loan might be received in time for the
public works, and the Opposition were guilty
of unpatriotic and obstructive conduct in
the line of action that they had pursued.
‘What was the third reason why he insisted
that they should proceed with business?
The reason had been referred to by the
leader of the Opposition, who expressed
his opinion that if this vote for £1,170,000
were submitted to a full House it would
not be carried. Well, he (the Premier)
would be perfectly satisfied to take the
decision of the House, and if he were
defeated it would be a defeat of the Minis-
try, and he would be perfectly content with
the result. In what position were they last
night to dothis? He would guarantee that
during the remainder of the session there
would not be a single night when there
would be more members present than when
he moved the vote of £1,170,000. It
would be quite impossible to get a full
House present during the remainder of the
session. They had all the elements to-
gether last night for the purpose of getting
a sound coneclusion on the subject, and
still the hon. gentleman shirked the ver-
dict of the House. He would say little as
to the position in which the hon. gentle-
man left the House lastnight. He had the
greatest sympathy for the hon, gentleman,
because he knew that he had g hard day’s
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work before him that fully justified
his leaving the Chamber at an early
hour last night ; but he should remember
that there were other hon. members who

had work to do as well as himself—who |

had their bread to make every day, and
although the hon. gentleman found it
necessary to leave the Chamber last night,
that was no justification for him leaving
his party with the determination to obstruct
business. But his position was a great
deal worse if they looked at the constituent
elements of the House. They had got to-
gether members from the utmost limits of
the colony to vote on the present occasion,
and the hon. member must acknowledge
that it was a good thing to get a full ex-
pression of opinion from the constituents
on the question. That the Government
had endeavoured to do, and did the hon.
member consider that he made a sacrifice
in devoting one day to this business, when
they considered the weeks and months
some hon. members sacrificed in order to be
present in the House? He sympathised
with the hon. member in the position in
which he was placed, but he certainly
thought he (Mr. Griffith) should have some
sympathy for members who came a long
distance to perform their duties for their
constituencies. Again, he had to repeat
that in the apparently conciliatory speech
of the hon. gentleman the conciliation was
entirely in the tone of his address. In
substance there was no conciliation what-
ever—not the slightest form of concession ;
and if he were to concede what the hon.
gentleman asked, he should simply acknow-
ledge that the action of the Government
for the last four-and-twenty hours had been
entirely wrong, while, on the contrary, he
held that they took up the right position
last night, and unless good reasons were
given to show that they should recede from
that position he had no intention of depart-
ing from it.

Mr. GrirriTE (2 portion of whose re-
marks were indistinctly heard in the gal-
lery) was understood to say that the hon.
the Premier had given no justification
whatever for attempting to force the House
into the eonsideration of the most impor-
tant business of the session at midnight.
There was a great deal of information that
.should be supplied to the House with re-
gard to these railways. One thing they
wanted to know was, in what direetion they
were going. They were told that there
were plans ready as far as the Mitehell, but
they did not know whether the Government
proposed tomake the Westernrailwayinthat
direction or not. If they gave even that
information it would be something. They
were also entitled to know what was the
nature of the country, what the line was
likely to cost, and what were the reasons
for making the extension. With respect
to the Northern line they had not even
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commenced to make the survey, and
there was much important information
in connection with those lines that must be
elicited, and which the Government were
bound to give before they asked the House
to consent to this loan. ~ All they had sue-
ceeded in doing since yesterday afternoon
was to waste time. They were now in ex-
actly the same position they were then ;
and this motion to postpone private busi-
ness in order to proceed with Government
business was entirely unprecedented, and
in violation of the rules of fair-play always
recognised in Parliament. They might
say that an extreme case justified extreme
measures, but he did not think the circum-
stances of the case justified such a course
of proceeding. He could fancy he heard
the speeches of hon. members on the Gov-
ernment side of the House, if such a propo-
sition had been made when they were in
Opposition—denouncing any such attempt
as taking from private members, against
their will, the conduct of private business.
The Premier had stated that there were
members from different parts of the eolony
in the House, and he should be sorry to
keep them there longer than was absolutely
necessary ; but he would ask was the
Treasurer facilitating their getting away by
the course he was adopting? * He said he
was not, and that they would not get away
asingle hour earlier if they wasted the whole
of to-night as they did last night. If the
Treasurer could gain even a barren triumph
by forecing on this question he could under-
stand lis doing so; but he would not gain
even that, and it was simply wasting time.
He was sorry to see the gentleman in
charge of the Government of this great
country insisting upon wasting time and
injuring the health of hon. members, simply
because the Government would not give in
—because he had put his foot down and
said there he would stop. There was a
great prineiple at stake on the Opposition
side of the House because the Treasarer
said he would compel the minority to
submit to the proposals of the Government
without future discussion for no other
reason than that on a particular division
he had a majority of three—a majority
which he (Mr. Griffith) maintained in
a full House would be reduced to one
at most;—in fact, the hon. gentleman
invited the Opposition to concede this, that
several of their number having gone away,
they should take a division when he
was sure of a large majority. Although
the hon. gentleman said he was pre-
pared to take a fair division, he tried
to force them into a division, when all
their members were not present. Those
were mnot fair tacties, apart altogether
from being unprecedented and in viola-
tion of the orders of the House that
private business should take - precedence
on Thursday:
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Howx. Mruprrs on the Government
benches : There is no such order.

Mr. Grrrrrrm said there was no such
order, it was true, in those words, and
the assertion of the hon. members was
simply miserable quibbling again. They
knew that all hon. members of the House
had equal privileges, and that the Orders
of the Day took precedence according to
their order on the paper, but it was ordered
that on eertain days Government business
should take precedence; so that, practically,
there was an Order of the Day that on
Thursday private business should take
precedence. He repeated that under those
circumstances the Treasurer was seeking
to take a most unfair advantage, knowing
that several hon. members of the Oppo-
sition were absent, and therefore any
division now taken on the merits of the
question would not be a fair test. Last
week, when the Opposition had a majority
in the House, they did not attempt to
force the Government to a division be-
canse they considered it would be simply
disgraceful. If he had attempted to do
anything of the kind he should have for-
ever disgraced himself as leader of a party ;
and he said that the present circumstances
were exactly analogous. The hon. the
Premier was now seeking because he had a
majority—he (Mr. Grifiith) did not say he
would not have a majority—but because
he was now certain of a large majority he
invited the Opposition to *walk into his
parlour,” as the spider said to the ily.
The desire of hon. members on that side of
the House was to find out what the real
opinion of the House was on this matter,
and it was absurd to talk about it not
being likely that they would have a fuller
House than theyhad last night. He hoped
that they should have a sufficient number
of members present that this proposal
would not be carried by anythingless than
an absolute majority of the House, espe-
cially as a large section of the community
did not agree with it. They were
told upon good authority that, if an
appeal were made to the constituencies,
the present majority in the House would
not be able to carry on at all. He
did not know whether that was so or not;
all they knew was, that a majority of
the new Parliament were in favour of
the present Government. He did not
wish at that early hour of the evening to
say anything about being conciliatory—he
now simply said what was common-sense.
The Government appeared to have made
up their minds—they had put their foot
down, and it seemed to be their obstinate
determination to carry out what at the
most would be a most barren victory.
He would not take any notice of what the
hon. gentleman had said about his (Mr.
Griffith’s) going away last night, as that
was a matter between himself and mem-
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bers on his side of the House. He had
duties to perform, and when he undertook
them he was bound in all honour to per-
form them. 'When he undertook duties in

that House he performed them, and the

same with regard to other duties elsewhere ;
and when he ceased to be able to do that,
he would refuse to undertake them. The
conduct of the Government was entirvely
unprecedented—that, when hon. members
came to discuss private business, an
attempt should be made by the Govern-
ment to force them to go on with the con-
sideration of Government business.

The CoroNtAr SECRETARY said there was
no analogy whatever between the case
stated by the hon. member, as to his nof
trying to steal a division last Thursday
night and the question being put to the
vote last evening. The hon. member en-
tirely forgot that since Thursday last there
had been a division of the whole House,
which was then clearly in favour of the
Government. The Opposition were then
beaten by three votes, without the Govern-
ment bringing down their reserve forces;
and the hon. member should be satisfied with
that, as there was not likely to be a fuller
House during the present session. That
division was on the whole policy of the Gov-
ernment, and the Loan KEstimates were as
much before the House on that occasion,and
members voted as much for them as on the
motion of the hon, gentleman opposite. He
would ask how the present Grovernment,
when in Opposition, had acted last yearwhen
the present Premier brought forward what
was termed a vote of want of confidence
in the then Ministry by proposing a
£3,000,000 loan P The Government on that
occasion had only a majority of one; but
the Opposition, instead of pursuing the
tactics of hon. members opposite, a few
minutes afterwards passed a Loan Bill for
£100,000, and did not offer any further
obstruction. It was a very good thing,
indeed, to know when one was beaten, and
to give in to a majority of the whole House;
and that was the duty, not only of a Gov-
ernment, but of an Opposition also. With
regard to the latter part of the hon. mem-
ber’s speech, in which he said that the
Government had nothing whatever to do
with his (Mr. Griflith’s) business last night,
he must differ from the hon. gentleman, as
the hon. gentleman was not only the
member for North Brisbane, but leader of
the Opposition. He might have shirked
his duties as a private member, but he
ought not to have shirked his duties as
leader of a party, as he had done. Instead of
leading his party, he left it in the greatest
state of disorder he (Mr. Palmer) had ever
known a party to be leftin. The condition
of the party was graphically deseribed
by the hon. member for Bowen as consist-
ing of four sections—namely, the followers
of the member for North Brisbane, the
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followers of the member for Maryborough,
the obstructionists, and the tipsy econtin-
gent. That was what the Lon. gentleman
left last night—and a pretty medley, too, it
was, and a very nice night hon. members
had of it. He contended that it was the
duty of the hon. member to have remained
at his post and to have endeavoured to
keep his followers in order. If the hon.
member did not keep to his post he would
warn him that the hon. gentleman sitting
on his right (Mr. Douglas), if he could do
so by any means in his power, would get
back to his old post, and he would not
leave the party to cope with the Ministry
without a leader. At the same time, he
(Mr. Palmer) did not think the hon. mem-
ber for Maryborough would be the best
man, as he had always considered the mem-
ber for North Brisbanemade the best leader.
But if the hon. gentleman left his post as
he did on the previous evening, there was
no good having him as a leader. The hon.
gentleman, in his speech just now, had
given no argument againstthe Government
going on with the Loan Estimates that
evening ; he had merely used an argument
that would have been equally as good last
Tuesday or Wednesday as that evening—
in faet, he used no argument, but said in
the most distinct manner thab he refused
to go on with the railway question at all
that night. What right, then, had the hon.
gentleman to find fault with the hon.
gentleman at the head of the Government,
and to accuse him of obstinacy? A great
deal had been said about the Opposition not
having stopped the business of the session,
whereas they had done but little else.
There had been two votes of want of con-
fidence brought against the Government?
The first was brought in in a very irregular
manner by the hon. member for Mary-
Dorough, and, although the leader of the
Opposition disclaimed having taken any
part in it at first, he took very good care to
have all his forces to vote for it. Then
they had the motion of the leader of the
Opposition, of which notice was given in
such a manner as to threaten the annihila-
tion of the Government. But that ended,
after three days’ talking, in a victory for
the Government, and yet they had the
whole thing not debated, but dribbled over
again last night. They had been treated to
the rambling rhapsodies of one hon. member
for two hours, although that member had
actually spoken on the previous evening;
and to long speeches from other members ;
and he (Mr. Palmer) would like to know
what there was in the whole lot to add to
the arguments they had already heard?
There was not one solitary new idea given
by any one speaker. Hon. members oppo-
site had also accused the Government with
not getting on with their business; but the
reason of that was well known, as the
Opposition had not only by inferenee ob-
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structed the Government, but some hon.
members had actually openly avowed their
intention of obstrueting, and had done so.
Did hon. members, in the face of that,
suppose that the Premier was going to
carry on private business when he was not
allowed to carry on public business? He
might just as well tell hon. members oppo-
site that as the Government had commenced
so they intended to go on. They were
determined, if necessary, and even at the
sacrifice of health, to sit wp night after
night, and thus show the country that
whether on private business days or other
days they were determined to go on and do
the public business, and not allow private
business to go on unless the public business
went on in an equal proportion. Hon.
members might just as well understand
that at once. It was plain language, for
it was of no use humbugging the country.
He believed the Government had the
country with them, notwithstanding what
had been said by hon. members opposite.
Some most magnanimous proposals had
been made to the Government by the oppo-
site side—that a Ministry with a large
majority at their back should go to the
country to test public opinion. Why, if
they did such a thing, hon. members opposite
would be the first to treat them as a set of
fools. They wanted the Government to go to
the country, and for what reason—simply
because they might have a chance of slip-
ping on to the Treasury benches. They
were told that if they went to the country
they would not be returned again; but they
had been to the country, and, with one ex-
ception, they had been returned by the voice
of the country: he had yet to learn that
that voice had deserted them in any pos-
sible way. On the contrary, they might
judge from the respectable portion of the
Press that, so far from having lost the confi-
dence of the country, they enjoyed il to a still
greater extent than before. It was absurd
to suppose that with the leading trumps
in their hands they would throw down
the cards, yet that was what the Opposi-
tion wanted them to do. KEven supposing
the Governor gave them a dissolation—
which he was not very likely to do when
they had a wmajority—and they went to
the country, hon. members opposite would
be the first to say * what fools those fellows
are.” But they would not do so, but
would endeavour to carry on the business
of the country.

Mzr. Rea said the hon. gentleman had
quoted some remarks of the hon. member
for Bowen to show that the Opposition was
divided into four sections, and then by im-
plication said that the party on the Gov-
ernment side of the ouse was a compact
party. But what was really the composi-
tion of that party? There was first the
Nebuchadnezzar party ; next to that the
Denominational dupes of 1880—the party
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the Government would sell after having
used them; and after that came the
Glasgow Bank party. These were the
members governing the country, and
they need not talk of a tipsy con-
tingent. They had got their official tipsy
contingent also on that side of the House,
but on his (Mr. Rea’s) side it was composed
of new members, while on the other side it
was composed of the old seasoned hands—
Her Majesty’s Ministers ;—that was the
parallel between the two sides of the
House. Were they to be told by the Trea-
surer that they were wasting the time of
the country #  What did the other side do
lust night but make greater jackasses of
themselves than ever they did before?
These were the patterns of public patriots ;
but when the Premier cast a slur on the
leader of the Opposition because he had
to go away, and said that he ought to
have stayed in the House, what right had
he to do so? The leader of the Opposi-
tion was a fitter man than the Minis-
ters of the day. The Ministers could
spend their time in the smoking-room, and
next day come and get a chief clerk to do
all thewr work; but the leader of the
Opposition had to do his own work ; and be-
cause he and other hon. members did so,
these Botany DBay patriots got up and
villified the nationalities of better men
than themselves. If all the legal members
on the other side of the House were pounded
together in a mortar they would not be
good enough to face the leader of the
Opposition in any court.  The Premier, in
Iiis remarks about surveys, asked what was
the use of bringing down surveys, because
they might not be agreed to, and the work
would then have to be done over agam.
That was an argument why they ought to
have plans and specifications laid before
them. The Minister for Works had pointed
to New South Wales as having voted
money for railway extension without the
plans being before them; but the distinc-
tion in that case was that the New South
‘Wales Parliament wasnot a Parliament in
which the Ministerial party consisted of
twenty squatters out of twenty-four mem-
Ders. They could trust the New South
‘Wales Parliament, but no other colony but

Queensland would submit to the degrada- |

tion now staring them in the face. Why
did the Premier want the money out here
before the works werebegun?  The people
knew of the operations of the banlk gamblers,
and they knew that their money would all
pass into the hands of the limited liability
bank to be let out again. The Minister
for Lands let that secret ont, and that was
why he (Mr. Rea) would not disgrace him-
self by voting this money without some
guarantee of what uses it would be put to.
The Premier also compared the demands
of the present with that of the late Ministry,
saying that they also had another railway

policy
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Hox. MevBERs of the Ministerial side:
Hear, hear ;—sing, dance !

Ho~x. Mgzuesrs of the
Chair, chair ;—order!

The Srrakrr: I must point out that it
has been held that eries of * Hear, hear,”
have been ruled to be disorderly, and that
an hon. member addressing the House
ought not to be so interrupted by them.

Mr. REa said the Colonial Secretary had
claimed that the voice of the country—m

Mr. MorEHEAD rose to a point of order.
He did not intend in any improper way to
take objection to the Speaker’s ruling;
but in the House of Commons the expres-
sion ** Hear, Lhear” was very common; and
when an hon. member made use of expres-
sions objectionable to any member of the
House, he was either cheered down or
roared down or shouted down. He re-
gretted the ruling the Speaker had given,
but did not intend to do more than protest
against it. He took it the ruling was not
one that would be established by the
Speaker of the House of Commons.

The Spraxzr: These decisions have
been given by the Speaker of the House of
Commons in cases when such expressions
are made in a disorderly manner for the
purpose of interrupting the member speak-
ing.

Mr. MorEHEAD wished to know at what
period an interruption of that kind might
be considered out of order, because he
could not understand how the Speaker of
the Youse of Commons could be a sort of
barometer or thermometer to determine the
point at which the cheers ceased to be
cheers as generally accepted to become in-
terruptions. Were they to be gagged and
not allowed free expression to their feelings
and be tied up?

The Spraxer: The Standing Orders and
the practice of Parliament do not recog-
nise any right to put down a speaker, but
the good sense of hon. members ought to be
their own guide that they should not make
use of sueh expressions as would interrupt
the debate or interrupt the member addres-
sing the House.

Mr. MoreHEAD referred the Speaker to
“ May,” where it was stated in reference to
the Standing Order, that—

“ This rule is too often disregarded. In the
House of Commons the most disorderly noises
are sometimes made, which from the fulness
of the House, and the general uproar main-
tained when 500 or GO0 members are im-
patiently waiting for a division, it is scarcely
possible to express. On the 19th March,
1872, whilst strangers were excluded, notice
was taken of the crowing of cocks and other
disorderly noises proceeding from wmenbers,
prineipally behind the chair; and the Speaker
condemned them as gross violations of the
orders of the House; and could not refrain
from expressing the pain with which he had
heard them.”

Opposition :
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They counld also exclude the strangers
here, and he drew attention to the faet
that there were strangers in the gallery.

How. MeusErs : No, no.

My. MorerEsD withdrew his remarks in
reference to the presence of strangers in
the gallery.

The SpesxEr : The hon. member should
read the paragraph following the one he
read. It is as follows :—

« Without any such noises, however, there
are words of interruption which, if used in
moderation, are mnot unparliamentary ; but
when frequent and loud, cause serious disorder.
The cry of ¢ Question’ has already been noticed,
and its improper use condemned. Another is
that of ¢ Hear, hear,” which has been sanctioned
by long parliamentary usage in both Houses.
It is generally intended to demote approbation
of the sentiments expressed, and in that form
is a flattering encouragement to a member who
is speaking : it is not uttered till the end of a
sentence, and offers no interruption to the
speech. But the same words may be used for
very different purposes, and pronounced with
various intonations. Instead of implying
approbation, they may distinctly express dis-
sent, derision, or contempt; and if exclaimed
with a loud voice and before the completion of
a sentence, no mode of interruption can be
more distracting or offensive to the member
who is speaking. Whenever exclamations of
this kind are obviously intended to interrupt a
speech, the Speaker calls to ¢ Order,” and if
persisted in would be obliged to name the dis-
orderly members and leave them to be cen-
sured by the House.”

Mr. REas, continuing, said that the Colo-
nial Secretary had claimed that the voice
of the country was with the Ministry. Was
the voice of the country with the Ministry
at the last Valley election P—and that was
one of the latest evidences of public opinion.
Then let that hon. member look at the elec-
tion in the Logan when that seat was con-
tested by Mr. Walsh. Was the decision in
that case evidence of the voice of the coun-
try being with this Ministry? Took, also,
at the occasion when the Postmaster-
General put up for Rockhampton—was
that another evidence of how the country
trusted in the Ministry? Where had the
hon. gentleman, then, found his majority ?
‘Why out in the wilderness where nothing
but a squatter would have an opportunity
of being elected—or if not a squatter a
squatter’s agent? That was evidence
of what the majority was which kept
the Ministry in power, and yet with
that evidence before them the Colonial
Secretary claimed that the Ministry held
their seats by the voice of the country.
"Was there ever anything more monstrous ?
The hon. gentleman himself dared not face
his own constitueney; and yet he boasted
that his party represented the opinion of
the country. Would they be justified in
voting three millions of money to men who
had not the confidence of the country?
He (Mr. Bea) had made a modest sugges~
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tion that the Crown tenants should be
asked to pay for the amount of benefit they
received from these railways; and even
that was scouted. And, now, there was a
notice of motion on the notice paper, for
the 2nd September, to give the squatters
indefeasible leases. That was what those
hon. members wanted who supported the
present Government. Would anyone dare
to bring forward such a motion in any of the
neighbouring colonies or in New Zealand ?
The Crown tenants of this colony were more
favoured than those in any of the other
colonies. One-sixth of their runs nobody
could touch but themselves, excepting in
the railway reserves, where they must buy
them up at once before anybody else came
in; and that was the reason why they were
going to get rid of the Railway Reserves
Act. They had also railway, postal, and
telegraph communiecation such as were un-
known elsewhere, and yet they would not
contribute anything to the Treasury in pay-
ment for the benefits they derived from
such accommodation. With the evidence
before them, hon. members would be sell-
ing their constituencies if they passed this
vote. The Minister for Works hiad come
in to-night with a flourish as to the infor-
mation which was on its way and the plans
that were in his office. 'Why was that in-
formation and those plans studiously kept
out of sight for so long ? This ought to
have been produced months ago.. Those
considerations justified the proceedings of
last night and the night before. The
Premier had taunted them on this side with
senseless talk; but, in reality, most of the
senseless talk came from the Government
benches, and he would appeal even to them
if the ex-Treasurer, during his five hours’
speech, deviated from the point under dis-
cussion by one iota? Itwas also an impu-
tation against them that they had ob-
structed Government business; but could
any one of them point to a single instance
where three millions of money were asked
for, and the parties who were to vote it
were Dblindfolded as to what they were
doing P If a single instance could be shown
—and after many researches he had been
unable to find one—he would gladly vote
with the Government.

Mr. ArcHER said he was not very greatly
delighted with what was going on. It was
the first time he had taken part in a dis-
cussion of this kind, or had been present
when one side tried to prevent the other
from carrying on business. Some of the
reasons given for the obstruction were not
strictly correct. Several hon. members
had made a mistake asto the time when
the discussion on the Loan Hstimates
began last night. e (Mr. Archer), after
listening to the debate on the vote for
£100,000 for immigration, left the House
at twenty minutes to 11, along with
some other hon. members, anxious to cateh
the Ipswich train; and at that fime the
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debate - had ‘been going on for twenty
minutes; so that it was not 12 o’clock
when the business was brought forward,
but only twenty minutes past 10. One of
the gentlemen with him, the hon. member
for Northern Downs, told him he might
expeet to see the House still sitting at 10
o’clock next morning. It was evident,
therefore, that before that hon, member left
the House, it had been determined to ob-
struet business for the whole night. The
reasons given by the different speakers for
refusing to grant the vote reminded him of
the reasons given by scveral gentlemen for
taking a glass of grog. One took it beeause
it was hot, another because it was cold, but
none of them because they liked it. The
hon. member for Maryborough objected in
toto to the extension of the trunk lines; the
leader of the Opposition was strongly in fa-
vourof them, butobjected that they wercnot
in possession of sufficient details; and the
hon. memberfor Moretonhad some theory of
his own on the subject. Not one of them
had given the true reason, and that was to
deprive the Central district of the due ex-
tension of its line. He had carefully
watched all that had been said on the sub-
ject, and his belief was that hon. members
of the Opposition saw that their only chance
to obstruct the prosecution of the Central
Railway to the west was to stop the exten-
sion of the whole of the trunk lines. It
would never do to say they would stop the
Central Railway and turn the Southern
and Western Railway up to the north,
so they tried to stop the whole of the
lines, and when the favourable moment
came they would steal a march and at-
tempt to carry the Southern and West-
ern Railway where it had no right to
go. It was mot fair to use all the re-
sources of the colony for the purpose
of aggrandising the capital. No doubt
a capital would always get its fair share of
the trade of a country; but trade was not
so much a matter of legislation as of posi-
tion, and when England had to rely more
upon duties for revenue than now,
Laverpool, owing to its more favourable
position for carrying the foreign trade of
the eountry, was a far larger contributor
to it than London. Inthe same way Rock-
hampton had ecertain advantages of posi-
tion which Brisbane did not possess; but
they knew from what had fallen from hon.
members, from the Press, and in the
Chamber of Commerce that it was looked
upon as of the greatest importance that the
Central line should be obstructed and the
Southern and Western line carried north.
That had a good deal to do with the ob-
struction to-night. He was aware that in
Brisbane, as in other places, there were a
great many men whose minds were too fair
to look upon such a thing; but fairness
was not always considered. There were
others who considered it was perfectly
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fair for the capital, with its commanding
influence, to take advantage of that influ-
ence to deprive other places of their legiti-
mate trafic. A great deal of the obstrue-
tion simply arose from a desire to shut up
the three trunk lines for a time until a
favourable moment could be hit upon
to carry out the southern line to the
place where some parties wanted i6
to go. The majority of hon. membeis
were, he believed, too fair to listen
to such a proposal. They recognised
that it was not right to combat against
nature, and that nature had given Rock-
hampton the advantage in that respect.
Rockhampton was situated to the westward
of Dalby, and was 180 to 200 miles nearer
to the good lands of the west than Bris-
bane was, and, therefore, had a natural
advantage. The merchants there had the
enterprise and courage to open up trade
with the west, and it was in justice due to
the country and the district that the trade
should continue to go to them. A good
deal of the feeling manifested against the
loan votes arose from a desire to set the mat-
ter asleep and then take a favourable oppor-
tunity to steal a march upon Roekhampton.
It had been stated that the obstruction
was caused by the Estimates having been
brought on at 12 o’clock last night; but he
denicd that such was the case. He was
going towards Ipswich at that time, and he
knew thatthe fight wasgoingto begin. Ifthe
matter had not been pre-arranged it might
have seemed that the hour was too late to
make such proposals. The fact was, how-
cver, that the Estimates were introduced
at twenty minutes past 10, and the time
was wasted over the immigration vote
which nobody objected to, but which was
made a foil to waste time, in order that if
might be said that the proposals were
brought forward after 12 o’clock at night.
Everyone knew that hon. members on both
sides would vote for the immigration item,
but it was made use of to waste time.
What would the hon. member for Mary-
borough (Mr. Douglas) have said had there
been any objection to that vote, on the
ground that, as in old times, there was not
money enough for it? The hon. member
for Enoggera (Mr. Dickson) made a very
long specch, and several members asked
different questions, but the time spent in
diseussing that item was only intended to
throw back the introduction of the railway
vote, and furnish grounds for the excuse
that had been put forward. It was no use,
however, speaking to the motion; everyone
had made up his mind for another night,
and nothing he could say would induce
hon. members to change their minds on
that subject. He had simply stated the
fact that the action of the Opposition
had been pre-determined in such a way
that he (Mr. Archer) knew beforehand
what the Commiitec was going to doj;
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and, having performed that duty, he would
sit down.

Mr. Dicksoy said he very much
regretted the hon. member for Blackall had
uttered the speech just delivered. He had
always recognised in that lon. member a
gentleman desirous of dealing with every
subject presented for Lis consideration
with extreme impartiality, and regarded him
as the last member in the House who
would have entered into a speech abound-
ing with insinuations and imputed motives.

Mr. ArcuER said he had not insinuated
anything ; but simply stated a fact.

My, Dicksox said if the hon. gentleman
disclaimed dealing in insinuations, he had
certainly assumed wrong inferences. It
would have been more judicious had the
hon. member, in referring to what appeared
to have been a private communieation with
the hon. member for Northern Downs,
waited till the hon. member was present,
so that the House might have heard his
version of the affair. It was casy to
understand that the hon. member (Mr.
Thorn)—foreseeing that the obstinacy of the
leader of the Government, which had led
him to state that he would make no con-
cession to the views of the Opposition
would cause the Opposition to take up the
attitude they did last night—might have
made to the hon. member for Blackall, while
sitting opposite to him in the railway car-
riage, the remarks which led him to sup-
Eose that the action of the Opposition had

cen pre-determined. Sucl a conversation
on an occasion like that was no justification
for the inferences the hon. member had
drawn. He was convinced—though the
statement was quite new to him—that if
the hon. member were in his place his
statement would Dbe somewhat similar to
that. It was clearly to be seen at a com-
paratively early period of the evening that
the action of the Government would foree
upon the Opposition the position which
they had taken up and still maintained.
It was mnot to be inferred therefrom
that they had premeditated a policy of
obstruction against the Loan Estimates; but
they contended, and still maintained, that
a sufficient amount of information should
be given before passing those votes. With
regard to what the hon. member said as to
the views of a large number of the com-
munity. of Brisbane, he disclaimed those
views, as being held by any consider-
able portion of the community, alto-
gether. The people of Brisbane recog-
nised the importance of Rockhampton and
its decided claims to Dbe considered the
natural outlet for the Central district. e
could confidently point to the actions of
thie late Administration, and ask that hon.
member what Administration that ever
held the reins of power had done as much
for the Central district, and Rockhamp-
ton in particular, as the Administration
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that commenced in 1874? To state that
any large number of members opposed the
Estimates because they desired to prevent
the extension of the Central Railway was
entirely inaccurate. The leader of the
Opposition when in Rockhampton distinetly
stated that all three lines were to be ex-
tended in such a manncr as not to interfere
with cach other, or become rivals for the
carrying trade. He had always persisted
with the majority of hon. members on the
necessity of providing for the extension of
the Central line to an equal extent with the
Southern, and that was a principle from
which, during this debate, hon. members
had not in any way receded. The conten-
tion of the Opposition had been entirely
that proper means should be provided
for carrying on both the lines. If he had
shown warmth in defending the hon. meni-
ber for Northern Downs andthe community,
a section of which he had the honour {o
represent, from most unfounded charges,
he hopedthe " hon. member for Blackall
would not feel offended. He had been rather
surprised to hear such unguarded expres-
sions of opinion from a gentleman who was
always so apparently impartial and straight-
forward in all he undertook. Perhaps
it was an indication of the state of chavs
into which the whole of the members of
the Assembly were said to have fallen last
evening. Possibly the Iate sitting had
affected the hon. member; his nerves were
unstrung, and he wight have indulged in
unguarded expressions whieh in his cooler
moments he would regret. He (Mr. Dick-
son) had risen chiefly to reiterate what
he had previously said in explanation of a
statement made by the Premier and the
Colonial Secretary. The Premier, in jus-
tification of the attitude Le now as-
sumed, said he was precisely following
the line of action taken by the ex-
Treasurer on a similar occasion in 1877.
After the clear explanation that he had
already made he was surprised the Premier
should still persist in his statement. There
was no analogy in the cases, and he was
constrained 1 self-defence to point out
the prineipal differences. In 1877, {he
Loan Iistimates were submitted on the
12th Oectober. After a long debale, the
first item—£150,000 for immigration—
was brought on at 12 o'clock and was
passed. Thereupon the Ioan Kstimate
having been by the acceptance of that item
initiated, the chairman was moved out of
the chair.  Four days afterwards the
railway votes, which were the objectionable

; items on the Estimates, were mtroduced

and gave rise to a long debate. The
Minister for Works introduced the dis-
cussion on financial separation, which
led to the consideration of the railway vote,
at a late period of the evening, but there
was a difference between their position now
and then. The Loan Estimate of 1877
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had, four days before the railways were
debated, been received by the Committee,
and there had been an interval of four clear
days during which hon. members could
satisfy themselves regarding the propriety
of the lines of railway. Now, however,
they had had a debate upon the general
policy of the Government, and curtailed by
the Government in a manner that he very
much regretted, and, after a long discus-
sion, at 12 o’clock at night, the immi-
gration vote was proposed and acceded to.
Upon that vote being passed, the Govern-
ment ought to have moved the chairman
out of the chair, and allowed an interval of
two or three days for the consideration of
the loan votes.

Attention called to the state of the
House—quorum formed.

Mr. Dicesox said the Colonial Secre-
tary had justified the action of the Govern-
ment upon the position assumed by the
late Administration in 1878, when a motion
for a loan of three millions was proposed
by the hon. member (Mr. McIlwraith). It
was represented that on that occasion, after
the vote of want of confidence had been
disposed of, the Opposition magnanimously
allowed the Government of the day to pro-
ceed with the consideration of the Loan Hsti-
mate, and that a vote was taken the same
evening ; but that statement, also, was not
strictly correct, and, cvenifit were correct,
the ecirecumstances of the case did not
apply. The discussion on the no-confidence
vote extended over three days, and the
House then consisted of forty-two mem-
bers; and after members had been
allowed to have their full say, no pres-
sure having been exercised to close the
debate, an Appropriation Bill of £100,000
was granted : no loan vote was taken, it being
simply a formal matter. On the present
occasion the House consisted of fifty-five
members, and they had been told by the
Government that they must be restricted
to three days on the consideration of the
want-of-confidence motion. Many hon.
members had not spoken when the de-
cision upon the motion was demanded by
the Government, and it was the action of
the Government in not allowing an extra
day for the debate that made yesterday
to be appropriated by hon. members
who had mnot previously spoken. After
they had expressed their views, the House
went into Committec of Supply, and the
Gevernment obtained £100,000 for im-
migration. They ought to have rested
there—they had made substantial pro-
gress, the necessity of the loan had been
admitted, and had the Government then had
the courtesy to accede to the reasonable de-
mands of the Opposition to postpone the
consideration of the Loan Lstimates to a
future day, hon. members would not have
scen the unscemly spectacle of last night’s
debate, and what might possibly arise
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before the House adjourned to-morrow.
The Government had taken up a defiant
position, and were deaf to all remon-
strances. They said they had copied from
New South Wales their new system—a
prejudicial one he considered—of de-
manding a large amount of loan votes
without the necessary plans and specifica-
tions. He wished they had introduced it
in some other form than by attempting
to localise the Victorian form of legis-
lation —namely, the “iron-hand,” as
had been clearly shown in the manner
in which the loan proposals had been
placed before the House. The Colonial
Secretary had paraded his usual state-
ment that the policy of the Government
was completely before the House. Where
had it been shown clearly and counsistently
during the session? He could not find 1t
in any document or statement, it was not to
befound in the speeches of Ministersor inthe
financial statements—possibly it was written
between the lines. Ifthe Government had
placed an intelligent, clear and defined
policy before the country, and had accom-
panied it with information such as the House
had a right to demand, there would have
been satisfactory progress inade with the
Loan Estimate. The Premier had accused
the leader of the Opposition with leaving the
Assembly last night, and allowing the dis-
cussion to degenerate into a state of
chaos; but if the hon. gentleman would per-
sist in his unreasonable demands, he
(Mr. Dickson) feared during this evening
that he would find * chaos had come
again.” The Government were entirely
to blame for their present position. When
the vote was submitted last night he
pointed out that a certain amount of in-
formation was essential, and hLe would
repeat now that, dealing with such large
railway proposals, they ought to have the
Engineer-in-Chief at the bar of the House;
hon. members ought to have submitted to
them the best professional opinion in the
colony coneerning the manner of construe-
tion of these railways and all matters of
detail which might suggest themselves to
their minds. The action of the Govern-
ment was placing hon. members in a
false position. If the proposals were
satisfactory to the country they .would
bear the test of thorough investiga-
tion; if they could not bear that test,
and could not stand the criticisim which
the Opposition were entitled to give,
their rejection would be in the true inte-
rests of the State, but the responsibility
would rest upon the Government for
having introduced their proposals at an
inopportune time and in declining to give
the House the information it was entitled
to demand.

Mr. Parerson thought that the direetion
of the debate that evening had been of an
undefined character. He had noticed that
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several members sitting on the Governiment
side had insinuated that the tactics of the
Opposition arose from their objection to
the trunk-line policy. As one who-acted
with the Opposition generally on large and
broad questions, he might be entitled to
say on their behalf that that was not the
reason at all upon which the tactics of last
night were grounded; and at the same
time he might take the opportunity of say-
ing that personally he had nothing to do
with those tacties, and that he refused
distinetly, after the intimation of the
Premier that he intended taking the votes
for the trunk-line extensions that night,
to speak one word in favour of the ob-
struction, of business. He rose more par-
ticularly now to vefer to the utterances
of the hon. member for Blackall. That
hon. member stated, and no doubt he
had grounds for his statement, that the
Brisbane people were in favour of carry-
ing the Roma line to the country of
which Rockhampton was the natural port,
but he (Mr. Paterson) denied that the
newspapers the hon. member had referred
to were correct by representing the views
of the mercantile men of Brisbane in that
matter. It was not true that the majority
of the commercial men of Brisbane werein
favour of carrying the Roma Railway to
the westward of the Rockhampton line.
So satisfied was he of that that he had the
fullest faith that the leading members of
the Liberal party were of the same mind,
and indeed of stronger mind to-day than
they were years ago, in regard to that
matter. In proof of that he might point to
the fact that the Liberal party had insti-
tuted and carried outa public works policy
in the Central distriet much more vigor-
ously than any Administration that pre-
ceeded them. As he stated the other night,
the first mile of railway the Rockhampton
people ever got was from the Liberal
party, and likewise the last section was
also from that party. Taking themileage,
ninety miles were authorised in the
Central distriet, and by Liberal Govern-
ments, and the proportion of expenditure
had been over £800,000 for railways by
that party, and £480,000 by what might
be termed squatting Governments. These
facts coupled with the large sums of
money that had been voted by the Liberal
party—who had been termed southern or
Queen-street men—ifor the bridges over the
Fitzroy River and Alligator Creek, for im-
proving the Fitzroy River, and the fact that
they had established two lines of coacles
from the railway to Blackall and Aramac,
clearly indicated that the Brisbane people
were not inimical to the interests of that
distriet, or averse to reasonable progress
being made with the trunk line there in
that section of the colony. Yet they were
told by the hon. member for Blackall that
there was an organised party at the present
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time who were endeavouring to defeat the
prosecution of the Central line to gratify
commercial jealousy said fo exist here. In
substantiation of what he stated as to the
true feeling of the mereantile communify
in Brisbane, he believed there was, in the
‘Works Department, a circular letter ad-
dressed fo one of the Ministers and signed
by all the mercantile men in Brisbane with
very few exceptions, expressing their desire
that the Government should prosecute the
constructlon of the Central trunk line in
order to keep the men employed on the
branch between Emerald Downs and the
Comet from being disbanded. That did not
show that the Brisbane people were jealous
of the entrance of the Central railway into
the western interior ; and he could say that
nothing had led so much to the death of
the old spirit of jealousy and ill-feeling be-
tween Brisbane and Rockhampton as the
practical justice of what he might term
the Liberal Administrations of the colony.
But while the people of Rockhampton felt
that they had nothing to fear from those
whom they formerly econsidered their
southern enemy, a new enemy had cropped
up in the mnorth, in the very southerly
course of the line from Townsville to the
western interior. He held that what was
sauce for the goose was sauce for the
gander, and that if it was expedient that
three trunk lines should go into this great
western territory, it was equally expedient
that some general rule should control their
progress to the west—namely, a due-west
course as nearly as practicable subject to
special engineering difficulties that might
arise in endeavouring to pursue that
course. That rule, he believed, would not
apply to the line to Charters Towers, be-
cause it was necessary to touch that im-
portant gold-mining district; but, from
Charters Towers the line should go due
west, and, if there was to be any divergence
from that course, it should rather be
in a northerly direction, and thus avoid
competition adverse to the Central rail-
way. He quite concurred with hon.
members that the past fortnight had
been most profitless. Perhaps the discus-
sion had been advantageous in some re-
spects, but still there had been a great
deal of chaff for very little grain; and if
he, as an humble member of the House,
might be allowed to make a suggestion in
order to enable them to get to their homes
to-night, and come next week in what
might be called all-round good temper, to
the consideration of these Loan Estimates,
it would be something the same suggestion
that he made the other evening. The
great majority of members on both sides
were in favour of a trunk-line poliey, with
necessary precautions against ultimate in-
vasion upon the general revenue so far as
the taxpayers of the colony were concerned ;
and he would suggest that the Treasurer,
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on behalf, not merely of his own party, but
of the country, should give an assurance
that if on the completion of these trunk
lines there was, after payment of working
expenses, a deficiency of interest, the pas-
toral tenants should be asked to pay an
additional rental which would produece
two-thirds of that deficiency. He did not
think that was unreasonable or asking too
much. What would the pastoral tenants
get in cxchange ? A squatter well known
to many hon. members had informed him
that on one occasion lie sent his wool down
to Brisbane, and it was six months on the
road, and that when his supplies were
being brought back, together with a number
of immigrants, they were so long om the
road that the immigrants consumed all the
rations before they reached the station.
Those werc exaggerated circumstances
which fortunately did not occur often ; but it
showed what squatters might be subjected
to in the operation of their calling,
Taking the cvery-day circumstances of
their calling, surely it was an advantage to
have certain and speedy carriage—not only
for supplies to be brought from, but also
for wool to be sent to the coast. There
would also be the interest saved by such
cxpeditious transit, to say nothing of
what the Minister for Works had spoken
of as the civilizing influence of railway
communication. That hon. gentleman,
the other night, when speaking of the
grass of the colony having paid the interest
on the money borrowed for railway pur-
poses and leaving a balance of £280,000,
said that he hoped to make the grass pay
for the further interest they were aboub
to incur. This was the position in which
they stood. The original contract with
these western squatters was to pay rent
for grass minus railway privileges; now
it should be payment for grass plus rail-
way privileges. He (Mr. Paterson) had
shown that one-third additional rental
from the grass in the Mitchell district
would cover two-thirds of any deficiency
that could possibly occurin the estimates of
the hon. Minister for Works, and he wanted
this assurance from the Premier that he
had at any rate no objection to endorse the
hopes of his Cabinet—namely, in expecting
increased revenue from these districts, by
saying that should there be a deficiency in
the returns from these railways he would
call upon the pastorallessees in the district
to contribute a portion of such deficiency.
He believed he had said sufficient to show
that the old prejudice that might have ex-
isted between Rockhampton and Brisbane
had so far decayed that it could not in
these days be fanned into a flame again,
and also sufficient to require some assur-
ance that in the event of the railway
earnings being against the general tax-
payer the westoern graziers would be asked
to contribute towards making up the defi-
ciency.
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The Minisrer ror 'Works said he rose
for the purpose of answering some remarks
of the late Treasurer (Mr. Dickson) in re-
gard to an analogy that existed between
his mode of bringing forward the Loan
Estimates in 1877 and that adopted by the
resent Government. In 1877 a Loan

stimate was brought forward on the 12th
October, and after a long discussion a vote
of £150,000 for immigration was passed at
a late hour of the night. The House then
adjourned and the matter was again brought
up for discussion on the 16th Oectober.
When the chairman was moved ous
of the chair a discussion was raised
by him (Mr. Macrossan) on the general
question, which was kept up until midnight.
Then the Colonial Treasurer proceeded
with his Loan HEstimates, and some time
between midnight and three in the morning
the hon. gentleman proposed a sum of
£720,000 for a batch of railways. So far
the hon. member’s statement was correct;
but what had been the case in regard to the
present Loan Estimates ? After three days’
discussion on a vote of want of confidence
—and he might mention that no objection
had been made by the Government to pro-
long the discussion, so long as hon. members
opposite were present to speak—when it was
nearly 2 in the morning they came to a
division, and the Opposition were defeated,
the same asin1877. The Premier thenmoved
a sum of £100,000 for immigration, which
should have been passed in the same way
as the vote of the late Treasurer in 1877,
but at the solicitation of hon. members op-
posite the chairman was moved out of the
chair and the vote was left over until the
next day. Next day, after a long discus-
sion, the same as in 1877, the vote for im-
migraiion was introduced at half-past 10,
and two hours afterwards it was passed,
and then the vote for railways was pro-
posed ; so that in all respects, so far,
there was an analogy between the two
cases. But now he came to the difference
between them. In 1877, when the present
Government were sitting in Opposition, he
(Mr. Macrossan) objected as strongly to
the bunch of railways then proposed as
the hon. member now did to these rail-
ways. The debate was then prolonged
in committee until 3 o’clock on the next
afternoon when the Speaker took the chair,
and between 3 and half-past 6 o’clock
the money was voted. To-day the Speaker
had resumed the chair at 3 o’clock—but
what had been done? The great differ-
ence was this, that the late Opposition
on being beaten after doing what they
considered their duty, succumbed, and
let the vote pass; whereas, the present
Opposition did not do that, but were de-
termined to impose their policy on the
That was the contention of
the leader of the Opposition, of the hon.
member for Enoggera, and of other hon.
members. They were quite willing that
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the Government should concede every-
thing, and that they should take the policy
of the minority ; but they were not willing
to aceept the policy of the Government.
He put 1t to the hon. member for Enoggera
whether that was the way in which
parliamentary government should be con-
ducted? The hon. member for Enoggera
directed attention to what he termed the
introduction of the “iron-hand” by the pre-
sent Government, and accused them of
introducing the Victorian system of poli-
tics; bubt that was what the hon. mem-
ber himself was doing. The system of
obstruction now pursued is borrowed from
Victoria, and is the same kind that pre-
ceded and caused the adoption there of the
cloture or “iron-hand.” We have no inten-
tion of introducing the “iron-hand’’ or any-
thing like it, but the Government business
and the Loan Estimate must be considered,
and we shall persist in carrying it on.
The hon. member suggested that the
Tngineer-in-Chief should be called to the
bar of the House to be examined in re-
gard to these lines; but in 1877 the
same proposition was not made, yet then
they were all new lines that were pro-
posed, whereas now they were only exten-
sions. The Loan Estimate had been on the
table now for three weeks, and yet the hon.
gentleman said that more time was required
to consider it—and no doubt, if it was on
the table for three months the same thing
would be said. As to the speech of the
hon. member for Rockhampton, he would
confine himself to noticing the proposi-
tion that hon. member made just before
sitting down—namely, that the pastoral
properties should be made to pay for any
deficiency in the accounts of a railway
passing through those properties. That
was preciscly what he (Mr. DMacros-
san) had proposed in 1877 to the very
gentlemen that the hon. member was
now supporting. He then had it put to the
vote, and he was defeated. He would
now tell the hon. member that, although
he did not expect to be a member of the
Government when these railways were
finished, he, for one, would be quite willing
to propose a property-tax on all properties
through which railways passed, when these
railways did not pay interest on the cost of
construection ; at the same time, he did not
know why the western line should be
singled out, as that was part of a line
already constructed. Property was as
much benefited by branch lines as trunk
lines; for instance, in the case of the
Maryborough and Gympie, and the Bunda-
berg and Mount Perry lines, should they
be running at a loss to the country a
property-tax ought to be imposed on the
persons through whose property they
ran.

would excuse him for interrupting him,
but the question befcre the Committee now
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was only the vote for trunk lines, and his
remarks were therefore directed to them.

The M1N1sTER FOrR WoORKS said that if
the hon. member was willing that all pro-
perty benefited by railways should be
taxed he was with him; he had expressed
the same opinion before, and would repeat
it, and believed his colleagues endorsed it.

Mr. WarsH said he felt some diffidence
in speaking after the able speech delivered
by the Minister for Works. A system of
obstruction had been indulged in which
certainly was worthy only of the persons who
were carrying it on ; and the most contemp-
tible part of it was, that hon. gentlemen who
were only lately members of a Minisiry
made use of certain members who were not
compos mentis to carry on the discussion..
If the business of the House was to be con-
ducted in that way, he hoped he might not
be a member of the House very long. An
Lon. member had said it would be wasting
time and money to have an appeal to the
country, but if an appeal to the country
would have the eftect of preventing the
return to the House of a few wretched,
miserable members

The Spesaker: The Lon. member must
not make use of such expressions in rvefer-
ence to members of the House.

Mr. Waznsm did not intend to use objec-
tionable language, but he felt very warm
on this subject, and he could not help say-
ing that it would be a matter of congratu-
lation all round if some hon. members of
the other side of the House should, on an
appeal to the country, find their way back
to the House no more. Hitherto they had
had the reputation of having a Parliament
with a character in all respects superior to
thatof theneighbouring colonies. Referring
to the speech of the hon. member for Rock-
hampton (Mr. Paterson), who declared that
there was now no jealousy existing between
Rockhamptonand Brisbane, he (Mr. Walsh)
knew much better, and, as an instance, the
Brisbane Chamber of Commerce the other
day objected to the TFinencial Districts
Bill because the people of Rockhampton
and Townsville, now being ina position to
import direet, would pay to the reveuue
direct, and the amount would be put to the
credit of the district where it was raised.
That showed there was jealousy, and that
the Brisbane people wanted the North-
ern people to buy all their goods,
duty paid, in Brisbane. If Brisbane
was unable to supply the North now,
how much more will it be the case
when the opening up of the interior by
these railways had taken place? A great
deal had been said about the policy of the
Government being objectionable, and the
fact of the importance of the goldfields
being for the first time recognised was one
reason why the Loan Estimates were con-
demned as they have been by hon. members
on the other side, excepling one or two.
They desired to prevent the prosperity
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of the North. Was not the Government
policy the same now as nine months ago?
They wanted to borrow three millions
there and then, wanted it now, and on
that policy he (Mr. Walsh) had been
returned. Of the three millions there was
but one objectionable feature—£52,000 for
the Sandgate Railway —and that was
shameful.  As to the railway policy of the
present as compared with that of the last
Government, there was this difference—that
the present Government did not ask the
House to swallow half-a-dozen railways in
a lump as the late Government had, fear-
ing that they could not carry some of them
unless in that way. But the present Gov-
ernment were willing to take every line on
its merits, and for that reason they were
condemned in unmeasured terms all
over the colony. When the hon. mem-
ber (Mr. Paterson) referred to the Char-
ters Towers Railway he advocated its
extension north-westerly ; butif the railway
were carried as it was intended at present
it would be 500 miles apart from the Rock-
hampton exiension and would not inter-
fere with the traflic of the Central line at
anytime. The railwayshad been sufliciently
dealt with by the Minister for Works wlo
had proved what the cost would be, and no
one had attempted to answer him. The con-
duct of the Opposition was only a pretext
to protract the debate. They said they
wanted information, but they did not
their objeet was just to weary out
lion. members who came from a distance,
and though they might gain a temporary
advantage it was a short-sighted policy,
for when they came into power, as they
probably would some day, the very same
tactics they had employed might be em-
ployed against themselves. They might
have come into oflice with good grace, but
their conduct would now meet the dis-
approval of every right-thinking man in
the community.

Question—That the words proposed to be
omitted stand part of the question—put
and negatived.

Question—That thie words proposed to be
inserted, be so inserted—put and passed.

Question—That this and the following
Orders of the Day be postponed until after
the consideration of Government Business,
Orders of the Day—put and passed.

SUPPLY—COMMITTEE.

On the motion of the PrEMIER, the House
went into Committee of Supply.

Question—That oneshilling be granted—
put. . .

Mr. Grivrite said that as it had been
said that the greater part of the session
ltad Dbeen taken up by useless discus-
<ion, he should examine the allegation.
He would refer tothe  Votes and Procecd-

ings” to see who had wasted the time of the |
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House, and he would say at once that the
blame lay with the Government, who had
shown themselves utterly incompelent to
manage the business of the House. The
hon. gentleman then went through each
day’s “ Votes and Proceedings™ seriatim,
showing that whatever time had been
wasted must be laid to the account of the
Government, and not of the Opposition.
During the whole session there had been
only two or three days upon which a fair
amount of business had not been done.
When a Government endeavoured to go on
with Supply before their Bills had received
consideration, the discussions were always
more or less protracted. If the Govern-
ment had devoted three Mondays, say, io
the consideration of their Bills with the
real intention of getting on with them, they
might have passed them through at the rate
of two a-night. There had been no ob-
struction at all to the real business of the
session. Whenever the Government had
fairly addressed themselves to the business
of legislation they had received the hearty
assistance of the Opposition ; but they had
not received such assistance when they
proposed to introduce objectionable prin-
ciples as they had in the case of the Tand
Bill. The extracts he liad read from “Votes
and Proceedings”™ gave the history of the
present session, and it was a history of in-
competence and not of obstruetion. The
only cause of the present difficulty was
that the Government had lost therr tem-
pers, and said they would keep the Com-
mittee until 1 o'clock to-morrow. They
had failed to find any pretext, cxeept bad
temper, for the course of the debate this
evening. Throughout the session, any
delay that had arisen bad Deen caused
direetly or indirectly by the Government,
and not by the Opposition. On two or
three oceasions, though the time had not
been wasted, the business had been de-
layed, but those circumstances were no
excuse for the conduet of the Government
on the present occasion. He hoped the
House would really get scriously to busi-
ness next week. If the Government
would set themselves to the business of
the country scriously, and nol wear quite
so much of that air which had given rise to
theexpression*a bull at a gate,” they would
get on more pleasantly and comfortably.
The Opposition had assisted more in
the conduct of the business of the Gov-
ernment than the Government them-
selves, and were entitled to better treat-
ment than to Dbe told that the only
private day members had in the ,week
should De taken from them. The Govern-
ment would gain nothing, but might lose a
good deal, by persisting in keeping Lon.
members sitting for forty-eight hours at a
stretch. He did not call upon them to give
way, and did not think they would show
any weakness in adjourning. They all
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knew the history of the session of 1872,
and that for two months there was con-
tinual obstruction. The first time that
obstructive tactics were used was in the
session before, when the Premier was
a prominent member of the Opposition,
and opposed to his present colleague,
the Colonial Secretary. He had endea-
voured to prevent a rupture taking place
between both sides such as might interfere
with the business going on amicably for
the rest of the session, and he was still
willing to assist in carrying on the public
business; but he must confess it was not
encouraging when any attempt was made
by him in that direction to find that
it was regarded as further obstruction
by the Government. The temptation to
feel disgusted at the conduct of public
affairs was very strong when members
were treated by the Government as the
Opposition had been. He should not again
ask the Government to show the common-
sense previous Governments had dis-
played.

Mr. Kivesrorpsaidthe floorof the House
was becoming the avena of buffoonery;
and he would suggest that on the Supple-
mentary Estimates a sum should be placed
for caps and bells. The present method of
conducting business was gaining a name
for the Assembly which would stick to it
for years. The House had hitherto had
the reputation of being superior to any
other Legislature in Australia. Heshould
like to see that character retained.

Mr. Bror was very glad that some hon.
members opposite had awoke to a sense of
what went on upon the Opposition benches.
Hon. members on the Government side
fully agreed with what the last speaker had
said, but it was not for them to first express
their opinion. They felt that a repudiation
of sympathy with the disgraceful conduct
which "had been seen on the Opposition
benches would better come from Opposi-
tion members, and he was glad that 1t had
come at last, although tardily.

Mr. Auvpurst said that about six weeks
sinece the leader of the Opposition said he
would do his best to put down such scenes
as had occurred and had been a disgrace
to the Assembly. The vote of want of
confidence having been disposed of, was
the hon. gentleman going to carry out his
pledges ?

Mr. Tvrer said he did not rise to ad-
dress the House with a view to killing
time, but to point out his reason for voting
against the sum now before the Committee.
That reason was supplied by the business
paper of the House, for he found that
while they were asked to vote £390,000 for
the extension of the Northern line from
Charters Towers somewhere out west, there
was a motion on the business paper by the
Minister for Works which distinetly showed
that the Government had not yet decided
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where this Northern railway was to start
from. Under these circumstances he didnot
see how they could possibly ask the House
to vote this money at the present time.
The line to Charters Towers could not be
construeted under two or three years, and
this money could not be made use of for
that period ; and yet they would have to
pay interest on this £390,000, which with
depreciation of debentures and other ex-
penses would amount to about 5 per cent.
That would amount to about £20,000 per
annum, or £60,000 for three years ; and on
behalf of his constituents he could not con-
sent to throwing away £60,000 in that way.
That was one reason why he opposed this
vote ; but there might be others with
which le would not detain the House at
present.

Mr. MorEnEAD was astonished at the
hardihood of the hon. member who had
justsat down, for if ever there was arailway
that ought never to have been constructed 1t
was the line from Warwick to Stanthorpe.
The hon. member inveighed against the
Charters Towers line, which would open
up and tap the richest pastoral, mining,
and possibly, in the future, agricultural
district in the colony ; while the extension
to Stanthorpe went practically nowhere.
To say that it would be the connecting
link between this colony and New South
Wales was a farce, because New South
‘Wales would never connect with this colony
near that point; and, even if they did, the
difference of gauge would be a serious ob-
stacle. The hon. member was judiciously
silent when the vote was taken for that
line, which was the biggest swindle ever
perpeirated in the eolony. There was no
trade whatever at Stantliorpe ; tin was ex-
hausted, and the place was worked out. If
the hon. member knew anythingrabout the
couniry the Charters Towers line would tap,
or that Townsville was likely to become a
port second to none in Queensland, with a
larger trade, possibly, than this much-
petted and spoiled city of Brisbane, he
would not have made the remarks he did.

Mz, TyrerL explained that he did not
object to the Northern extension, but to the
money being borrowed for that extension
two or three years before it could be carried
out.

Mr. Moreusap contended that the
Northern and Central railways would really
tend to develop the resources of the colony
far more than the extension beyond Roma,
but that idea would not suit Brisbane.
‘What was the object of this great conti-
nental railway scheme of the Courier? It
was simply a trick, for he considered
anything a trick that was intended
to deceive. According to the Brisbane
point of view, the extension beyond
Roma should go mnorth towards the
north, and one scheme that had been care-
fully promulgated by the Courier was to
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leave Tambo a little to the north and go
by way of what was well known in the
Mitchell district as the back track towards
Isis Downs. That scheme was rotten to
the core, because persons would not send
their wool to Brisbane when they could
send it to Roekhampton at less freight and
with quicker despatch. He held that
there was too much tendency to concen-
trate everything in Brisbane, and that, if
continued, it would ultimately lead to
separation. He hoped equal justice would
be done to all portions of the colony.
The North had been long-suffering and
patient; they had received very little at
the hands of the State although they con-
tributed a great deal to the revenue, and
this line to Charters Towers they were
fully entitled to. He held with the railway
policy of the Government, although he
could not say he would support all the
lines spurting out of Brisbane, such as the
line to Sandgate, but he would not say he
would oppose cven that. He considered
that the Government had shown a generous
desire to give equal-handed justice to all
portions of the colony in the distribution of
this money for railway extensions. He
believed they were as honest as any men
who could be found in the colony, and,
having trusted them to administer the Go-
vernment of the country, the least lon.
members could do was to consider their
Loan Kstimates instead of obstrueting
business.

Mr. Tyrer objected to the remarks of the
hon., member. He did notsay the Govern-
ment were not homest men, or that any-
thing was a swindle; and as for the state-
ment that the tin mines at Stanthorpe were
worked out, he could say that during last
month within two or three tons of 200 tons
of tin were sent down. He did not think
that looked like that place being worked
out.

Mr. MoreEHEAD said the hon. member
could not deny that the yield of tin had
greatly fallen off from whatit used to be.
He had not connected the hon. member
with any swindle, but it must be confessed
that the Stanthorpe line was likely to be
one of the most unremunerative of railways,
—more so, perhaps, than the Bundabergand
Mount Perry line. Itwas one of the batch
of railways that was carried by the late
Government for purely political purposes.

Mr.RurLEDGE said thatalthough it might
be deemed that prolonging the debate was
only a work of supererogation, when there
was a simple way of getting out of the difi-
culty by passing the vote before them, still
it was necessary as a duty that the mem-
bers of the Opposition owed to their con-
stituents and the country that they shounld
do all in their power to resist the vote.
During the debate several hon. members
had charged the Opposition with having
adopted a system of stonewalling and of
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trying 1o use the iron-hand, but if ever
there was an instance of an attempt to rule
with an iron-hand if was in a threat which
he was informed had been made by the
Colonial Secretary—that if the vote was
not passed by to-morrow he would keep
the House sitting on Saturday and Sunday
and until it was passed. That, however,
was more than the hon. member could do.
The hon. member for the Mitchell had in-
dulged in a good deal of abuse of Brisbane,
and it was almost impossible, after hearing
that hon. member’s remarks, to avoid com-
ing to the conclusion that there was a fol-
lowing after the Colonial Secretary which
was veryinimicalto the interests of that hon.
gentleman’s constituency. Then, again, the
hon. Minister for Works had spoken about
the tactics of the Opposition as if they
were something very unusual, but the hon.
gentleman was too old a politician not to
know that such tactics were common in all
countries where there were parliamentary
institutions, and even in the Imperial Par-
liament ; and surely the Opposition could
not be blamed for adopting a course which
would, under somewﬁat similar eircum-
stances, be followed by the House of Com-
mons, where many a tremendous battle
had been fought out. It was said by hon.
members opposite that they were merely
doing whatprevious Governments had done.
If that was the case he would retort by
sayingthatthe present Opposition were only
doing what the late Opposition had done.
After having met and heard a good many
people on the tactics of the Opposition,
they all seemed to say that if ever there
was a time when these tactics were justified
it was now. Besides, if these tactics were
objectionable, the Press would be the first
to sound the note of disapproval, and it
would be re-echoed from one end of the
colony to the other.” The only sentiment
he had met with was that of concurrence
in the Opposition having resorted to these
extreme measures to prevent a gigantic
evil being perpetrated in the community.
The member for Cook (Mr. Walsh) regarded
with very great disfavour, no doubt, a
sudden summons to come down and vote
with his party, and he sympathised with
him under the circumstances.

A long discussion here ensued on points
of order.

Mr. RurLEDGE, continuing, said that with
reference to some remarks made by the
hon. member for Cook on the railway
scheme of the Giovernment, he would point
out that the House had been told, in effect,
that they must aceept the three trunk-line
extensions or none. WWhere, then, was the
liberty which it was alleged hon. members
had of deciding which line they would have
and which they would not? As fo the
allusions that had been made about dis-
graceful scenes, he believed it was a fact -
that the Parliament of this eolony had
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always stood high amongst Colonial Parlia-
ments as to the manner in which it per-
formed its funetions, and he said that the
attempt to degrade it and to deprive it of
its exalted position had not come from the
Opposition but from gentlemen who had
not the ability to introduce a useful mea-
sure—whose sole capacity lay in prevent-
ing others doing work which would be
beneficial to the eountry.

After further discussion,

The Committee adjourned from 1'30 to
2 am.

Mr. Grimes moved that the Chairman
leave the Chair, and report no progress;
and after a discussion, during which Mur.
Morehead delivered a humorous lecture on
‘Wild Asses,

The Committee divided—Ayes, 9 ; Noes,
20.

Messrs. Grimes, Stevens, Morehead, and
Simpson having continued the discussion,

Mr. Kinesrorp moved that the Chair-
man leave the Chair.

The Committee divided—Ayes, 9 ; Noes,
21.

After a short interval, the Committee
again divided, with similar results.

At 4.35 am. the Committee adjourned
for half-an-hour.

The discussion was resumed by Mr.
Simpson (who read extracts from English
history, and commented on them), Mr.
Douglas, Mr. Grimes, and Mr. McLean.

The Committee adjourned from 7 a.m. to
9 a.m.

Mr. Norrox expressed regret that his
name should have appeared as voting with
the Opposition.  He had been caught nap-
ping, and did not feel at all honoured by
the cireumstance.

Mr. Dicksox called the attention of the
Colonial Secretary to a newspaper telegram
from Melbourne, stating that semior-con-
stable King, of Queensland, had been locked
up, suffering from delirium tremens. e
hoped the Colonial Secretary would in-
stitnte inquiries, and, if the officer was
found guilty of drunkenness, see that he
met with condign punishment.

The Coroxtan Spcrerary said if the
officer had been guilty of anything wreng
the matter would be dealt with by the
Police Department. The hon. gentleman
would be better employed in endeavouring
to keep members on his own side from
causing disgraceful scenes in the House
when in a state of intoxication.

Mr. O’Suruivax said there was nothing
to show whether the telegram was true.
Another telegram might contradict the first
in the same way that Sir John Hay’s death
was contradicted. The hon. member (Mr.
Dickson), who had acted as stage manager
during the recent debate, should have
directed his attention to the scenes which
had taken place in the House. The officer
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referred to had to his knowledge borne a
high charaeter in the force.

Mr. Hamizrox had known King for many
years as an efficient officer and a eredit to
the police foree. It was cowardly to attack
a man on the strength of an anonymous
paragraph, as being guilty of econduct
which, if true, would compare favourably
with that of some of those gentlemen with
whom tlhe hon. member (Mr. Dickson) con-
tinually associated in the House. If the

* hon. member spoke in the cause of morality

he would have been better employed in at-
tending to matters nearer home.

Mr. MorrnEgaD called attention to a para-
graph also appearing in the Courier, refer-
ring to the conduct of the member for Wide
Bay (Mr. Price) and the member for Bun-
danba (Mr. Hendren); and said that the
hon. member would be better employed in
looking after his own followers than in
going to the southern colonies to launch a
covert charge against the Colonial Secre-
tary.

Mr. Price said that although hLe might
sometimes take the cup that cheers, he eould
appeal to the Speaker to say whether he had
ever behaved in a disgraceful manner in the
House, or obstructed the business. If he
could stand as mueh drink as some mem-
bers opposite he should be a better man
than they. He was sorry for what had
occurred.

Mr. MorEREAD said he referred to the
paragraph in the Courier as it stood, but
he did not think the name of the member
for Wide Bay should have been coupled in
the manner 1t was with that of the hon.
member for Bundanba. The former had
never been offensive to anyone, nor inter-
fered in any way with other people’s con-
cerns. The name of another hon. member,
who took a prominent part in Wednesday’s
proceedings, should have been inserted in
%’lace of that of the member for Wide

ay

Mr. Persse said he had known con-
stable King for sixteen yecars, and there
was not a better officer in the force.
While tracking the Kellys he might have
been subjected to hardship, and under
certain circumstances a single glass of
grog would make a man intoxicated. Men
had been known to suffer from delirium
tremens from drinking strong tea, which,
in some cases, was just as bad as grog.

Mr. Bearrie said some allowance
should be made for individuals in ecertain
cases. The Committee should remember
the case of the postmaster, John Kelly,
who after having been eighteen years in the
service, and always bearing a good charac-
ter, was re-tried on a charge of drunken-
ness that had been disproved.

Mr. ArcuER said there was no parallel
between the cases. If as much was proved
against King as against Kelly he ought to
be dismissed. .
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Mr. Dicrsox said he had not attacked
the officer, but had only ealled the Colonial
Secretary’s attention fo the circumstance.
He asked the Government to give way on
the resolution before the Committee.

Mr. MoregeaD said that even if the
Government were inclined to give way
their supporters would not let them.

The CoroNIAL SECRETARY said they had
no intention of giving way one inch. As to
the charge against senior-constable King,
it was brought by the hon. member for
Enoggera as a covert attack upon the Gov-

“ernment. The hon. gentleman’s conduct
was wholly inexcusable and unfair. 1t was
cowardly and unmanly. He had no busi-
ness, on the grounds of a telegram in a
newspaper, to gibbet a man’s name through
the whole colony.

Mr. SreveEnsoNn was addressing the
Commiittee on the position of public busi-
ness when,

The Spearer took the chair, and the
sitting lapsed at 10 o’clock a.m.

Order of Business.
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