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LEGISLATIYE COF:\'CIL. 
fT'ednesdrr.lJ, 6 Auqust, 187!1. 

Bill Re~erved.--Pu1Jli<' !Servant~ and the l·~xhibltion.-
Xew ~Handing Order.--.Jlrmsm·d. --Ele<-toral Holls 
Bill. 

BILL RESERYED. 
A message wa~ re1·eived from the Gov

t•rnor informing- tlw Hou~e that His Exeel
lency had reserved, for tl1e signific·ation of 
Her lVJajt•sty'srJ!easure thereon, the \V reeks 
nnd Salvage Bill. 

PUBLIC SERL\XTS AXD THE EXHI
BITIOX. 

Mr. vY.usR said, to E'IIable him to cleat• 
the way for going on with his lllotion, lie 
should like tlw Postmaster-General to 

frankly state to the House, whether !ht• 
Government had appointed an Executive 
Commissioner for the Colony to attend and 
be present at the great Exhibition in 
8ydney P 

Mr. :frfEIN was understood to remark 
that he had been gazetted. 

Mr. W ALSH: W Pll, he would put ,it in 
anothpr form. It appearetl that the Gov
ernment had gazetted a Commissioner. He 
wished to put a question, without notice, to 
the Postmaster-General. l'fearing that the 
GovPrnmPnt had appointed an Executive 

! Commissimwr to represPnt this colony at 
thl' Great Exhibition in Sydney, he asked 
-If tlwy had undertaken to pay his ex
pPnses, or any expt>nses of that Commis
sioner; and, if so, what would be the pro
bable cost to the- country? He might 
mPntion that the matter had some connec
tion with his motion; because he wanted 
to see what the country wa~ likely to have 
to pay for Exhibitions. 

The PosTMASTER- G!i:NERAL : Did he 
understand that the honourable Mr. "VValsh 
was going on with his motion-that he 
wished to move it P 

Mr. \V ALSH: The honourable gentleman 
could understand anything he wished, if he 
plea~ed to answer the question put to him. 

Tlw PosTMASTER-GENERAL : He was not 
iw·liuotl to answpr anything until the ques
tion bPfore the House was tlisposed of . 

. Hr. \V AJ,sH : There were none so deaf 
as tho~e who 'nmld not hear. He wanted 
the information that hP asked for, in con
neetion with his motion. 

The Pm;nrASTER-GENERAL must appeal 
to thE' 1'resident, whether the honourable 
gentleman was in order ? He could not 
answer sul'h a questioll. 

The PRE~IDENT: The honourable gentle
Hum was, of course, not bound to answer 
the que~tion . 

. Hr. IV ALSH then moved-
That a return be laid on the table of t.his 

Hou,e, showing-
1. Under what .A.ct of l:'arliammt Public Ser

vants were exonerated from their duties on the 
29th instant. 

2. Under what Act of Parliament public 
offices in Brisbane were dosed against the 
pu b:ie ou llame date. 

!l. The amount of salaries payable to Servants 
who were preYented from performing duties 
upon that, dny. 

4. The awount of salaries or payments made 
to polieemcn and other payees of the Govern
ment whose seniees were devoted to the open
ing da.v of the Exhibition in Brisbane. 

He ne.•cl harrlly remind honourable gentle
men that this matter was becoming very 
seriou~, ~o far a~ Brisbane was concerned. 
T]t,, previous Government had, at great 
expense tu . the country, appointed an 
Execnti,-e Commissioner to the Centennial 
ExhiLition at Philadelphia, and no party 
in the eolony sPemed to be more anxious t.o 
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castigate the previous Government for that 
error than the prest>nt holders of office 
under the Crown ;-none seemed so deter
mined to bring the late Governmt>nt into 
disrepute for employing a representative of 
Queensland in the United States as the 
presPnt Ministers and those who sat behind 
them in another place. N otwithstand
ing that patent fact, he now found 
the Government doing the very same 
thing as that which they condemned 
-the incurring of such an unwarrantable 
and unjustifiable expenditure, and most 
improper in every way, as vms carried on 
by the late Government when they em
ployed a Mr. Angus Mackay to represent, 
or misrepresent, this colony in America. 
That very same conduct the present Gov
ernment were now pursuing-that was, as 
far as he could see-in the first place, in em
ploying the public means for and at the 
public cost carrying on the Exhibition in 
Brisbane; and, in the second place, as the 
natural outcome of that, incurring a further 
increase of expense and putting furthPr 
burdens on the people, by sending their 
Executive Commissioner' to New South 
Wales. In the face of past lavish ex
penditure, which no one more loudly con
demned or criticised than the present 
holders of office, the Government were 
thems~lves copying faithfully the eonduct 
of the1r predecessors. The House had a 
right to get some information as to the why 
and the wherefore of it, and that was whv 
he moved for the return showing all th~) 
particulars that he specified iu his motion. 
The Public Servants being exonerated from 
their duty on the 29th .Tuly last was a 
grievous loss to the colony and a great 
interruption to business. It was also 'a tax 
upon the people. The mere fiat of the GoY
ernment closed the public offiees. Under 
what Act of Parliament had thev been 
elosecl P An Act was passed formei·ly de
fining what should be public holidays. The 
Government, for the sake of popularity, 
for the sake of getting up a show, set 
aside an Act of Parliament, went dianlE'lri
cally opposite to it, elosecl the public 
offices, and caused great inconYenienee 
to the public generally. Again. the 
times were such as, according to the wav 
the session was begun by the 'Government, 
necessitated the prartice of economy in 
every possible way. Salaries would be 
cut down, and superfluous Public Servants 
were to be dispensed with! Thus, he was 
led to the third part of his motion. It was 
known that the whole of the Ci>il Service 
in Brisbane was thrown out of gPar on the 
day named, and that the public officers 
were not doing their duty. It was known 
that the whole police staff were engaged in 
running after this or that, special or 'fancy 
Commissioner, and not in attending to thefr 
own business on that day. Was economy 
pr~tPt~seq it! th~~>t wa;v fi H was for 

those reasons he asked for informa
tion, and especially for the information 
referred to in the fourth part of his motion. 
He remembered that, years ago, when the 
present ColonialSecretary was asked to allow 
a few policemen to keep order at any pub
lic entertainment going on, the honourable 
gentleman very properly said-Yes; provi
ded their expenses were paid. Heshouldlike 
to know, was the country recouped the ex
penses of the police who were bungling 
about the Exhibition on the occasion in 
question P From information he had re
ceived, after inquiries out of doors, there 
was no eompensation for their services. 
Then, under what Act of Parliament were 
they taken away from their duties P If 
the Parliament Toted their salaries, why 
should they be absolved from their public 
duties for private or special cause? vVhy 
should their cost not be defrayed ? 
With regard to the question which he put 
to the Postmaster-General, as he had put 
it without notice, he apologised to the 
honourable gentleman for having clone so. 
But he would again refer to the appoint
ment which the Government had made, of 
an Executive Commissioner to represent 
this colony in New South Wales. He 
wanted to know under what authority that 
was clone ~ Honourable gentlemen knew 
th:tt the pre~ent occupants of office had 
denounced and ridiculed Mr. Angus 
:Niackay, as the Special Commissioner from 
this colony to Philadelphia; not only 
that, but the Government had produced 
paper after paper, statement after state
ment, showing that his appointment 
was neither valuable in its consequence~, 
nor in any way ~atisfactory. Therefore, 
he (Mr. Walsh) wanted to know under 
what authority the Government had acted, 
to satisfy the publie, in regard to their own 
appointment P They heard, now, of l\:~r. 
Gresley Lukin-he was a great man, m 
his way. a very great man. no doubt ;-and 
that he had been appointed ExeeutiYe Com
missioner from this colony to New South 
¥Vales. If the Government undertook the 
re~ponsibility of going beyond the law to 
make such an appointment, it was very 
serious. At lPast, they should haye a!!· 
pointed some man who was known by h1s posl· 
tion in the colony, who could have worthily 
represented Queensland on mch an import
ant occasion. All Europe was sending some 
of its best men as representatives to New 
South vVales on the approaching great 
and important occasion. '\Voulcl it not 
have b('en a fitting testimony to the inte
rPsts and rights of the people of the colony, 
to ask then{ or their representatives, by a 
yotP of Parliament or by other expression 
of popular opinion, to say who should he 
the representative of Queensland at the 
Great Exhibition in Sydney? But by a 
kind of back-door, bank-parlour arrange
ment, a. :person was sent <!own w4o-
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without desiring to be disrespectful to 
him-he (Mr. Walsh) must say did 
not represent the colony in any suffi
cient sense, considering the occasion. 
He ventured to say that if the people of 
the colony were eanvassed as to his fit
ness, that gentlemnn would not get one 
hundred votes in favour of his appoint
ment.. The Government might haYe got 
a gentleman to undertake the duty who 
would worthily and honourably represent 
the colony. vVhom l1ad they selected? A 
person htcrally not known out of thr 
colony ; only known to the GoYermnent, 
probably for his services to thPm. They 
ought to have selected amongst men of 
eminence-men of standing in the connnu
nity-whose whole -properties were invested 
in the country, whose families had bPen 
brought up in it, whose characters were 
connected with its best interests, who re
sided in it-such as the honourable the
President of the Legislative Council, who 
would represent this colony worthily as 
Executive Commissioner. QucPnsland 
was represented, by whom?--He con
tended that he was perfectly justified 
in putting; the question he did put, be
fore making his motion---it w~s a perti
nPnt question. One o£ the most. respect
able and most cherished of the public 
men of the colony should have been 
appJinted to go to Sydney as the Exe
cutive Conunissioner o£ Quel'nsland. 
He (!.\Ir. \Valsh) did not want to say one 
word in clisparagemPnt of 1\'Ir. Luldn, but 
simply that he was not a representatiye 
m:m. The l~overmnent should haYe sent 
down the President; or, they could have 
found half-a-dozen men in the Council, who 
would represent Queensland and do credit 
to the colony-who would do less discredit 
to the colony than the gentleman who was 
appointed. 

The PosTMASTEu-GENERAL said, when he 
first saw the motion on the business paper, 
he came to the conclusion that his honour
able ft':iend was endeavouring to perpetrate 
a joke; and alter his speech, just deliYered, 
he did not think that couelusion was incor
rect. The honourable gentleman began 
with some observations about the appoint
ment of the Exel·utivP Commissionerlfrom 
this colony to SydnPy. He (the Pcst
master-lTCJwral) failed to diseovrr any
thing about the Executive Commissioner in 
the motion before the House'. There was 
no more connection between tlw motion and 
the Executive Coi:nmissiouer than there 
was betwern the House and the Ark that 
our ancestors occupied at a remote period 
of history. He could not debate the 
subject ~of the appointment of the Exe
cutive Commissioner, as he was quite 
unprepared for it to-day. The honourable 
gentleman did not give him the slightest 
intimation of his intention to raise a debate 
gn the s1.1-bject of the representative of thi.s 

colony in New South Wales. There£oJ,"e, 
he (the Postmaster-General) hoped the 
House would consider it no discourtesy on 
his part to decline to enter upon that part 
of the remarks of his honourable friend, on 
bringing hi8 motion before the House. He 
must oppose the motion, because he failed 
to see what object could be attained by it. 
He could, however, inform the honourable 
gentleman, that the Act of l'arliament 
undPr whieh the Publie Servants were 
exonerated from their duties on the 29th of 
July was the Bank Holidays Act of 1877. 
Section 5, was:-

It shall be lawful for the Governor by and 
with the advice of the Executive Council frem 
time to time by proclamation in the G-azet(6 
to appoint a special day to be observed as a. 
public holiday either throughout Queensland 
or in any part thereof or in any city town 
borough or district therein &c. 
The holidav was proclaimed in the Ga
zette; and," under the same statute, alsq, 
he presumed, the public offices in Brisbane 
were closed. Seeing that the Public Ser
vants obtained their holiday in accordance 
with law, and that their being exonerated 
from their duties involved no expense 
whatever that would not have been in
curred otherwise; and seeing that the Public 
Servant8 had to do all the work which thev 
would haye had to perform had the public 
office~ not been dosed ; he could not tell 
in what way the amount of their salaries 
laid before the House would be of any ad
Yantage to hon. members or the country. 
A:fter his explailation, he thought the hon
ourablP Mr. \Valsh should withdraw his 
motion for a return or a kind that, if it 
passed, would make the House look ridi
culous. 

Mr. W ALSR : No doubt, a return made 
in the spirit displayed by the Postmaster
General would be ridiculous, and its ridi
culousness would only consist in its show
ing that the Gonrnment had gone out Qf 
their way to proclaim a public holiday 
which affected only a small section of the 
people. Not ninety -nine out of every hun
dred colonists beyond Brisbane were inte
rested in it. What had the rest of the 
colony to do with the waste o£ money and 
time that had been expended? He doubted 
if other public offices were dosed on the 
29th ; the so-called public holiday was 
only local. He maintained that there was 
nothing ridiculous in the motion. It was 
well that he brought it forward in order to 
prevent the GoYernment from making 
foolish and ridiculous public holidays for 
local vanity. The country had a right to 
know what it cost. 

'I he PosTMASTER-GENERAL : It cost no
thing. 

Mr. W ALSR : There had been a carnival 
held in Brisbane, under the circumstances 
he described. Out of that arose the nece~
~ity for s<n~ding an Ex:e~Jutl-ve Oommis~ioner 
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to attend a great meeting of people in 
another colony; and a gentleman was ap
pointed who did not repres<>nt this colony. 
If the House sLLbmitted to the formPr, tlwy 
would have to submit to thP latter; and if 
they submittPd to thP latter, they would 
have to submit to somp other gew-gaw de
rided on by the Government. HowPver, 
he thought he had obtained what he wanted. 
He should adopt the suggestion of tile hon
ourable gentleman, and make a ~Ppnrate 
moti0n about the appointment. \Yit 1i tht· 
permission of the House, he would with
draw his motion. 

.Mr. MuRRAY-PRioR: \Vhen he saw the 
motion, he felt sorry that his honourable 
friend should bring sueh a motion forwnrrl. 
'From what had bepn said, it must be Pvi
dent to thP House that the honourable 
Mr. \Valsh' s one objPct was to bring in the 
Executive Commissioner. Until hP tH'
came a member of the Council. they sPldom 
saw such a motion brought forwurrl. 
Doubtl0ss, it was made more to harass 
the honourable gentleman who rPpresenh·cl 
the Government in the Hono<c• tl1an for 
any other purpose. Hononra blP gen
tlemen who represented the Gon·rn
ment in the L'ouneil had heretofore 
been treated with the greatest consi
deration ; thPy had nE'ver been placed in 
what was called a "fix," merely for the 
sake of doing so. He (Mr. Murray-Prior) 
must allow that the hon. gentleman brought 
forward some matters that were relevant 
to the welfare of the colony, in which hP 
agreed with him; but, as an old member, 
he could not help giving utterance to l1is 
feelings; and he would say, now, that 
while he did not dispute the right of any 
honourable member to bring forward any 
motion he thought fit, still thl' motion,; 
often brought forward and withdrawn hv 
the honourable gentleman were not in cm;
sonance with the feelings of the Hons<', 
and tended to injure and to lowl'r him who 
made them. He trusted sincPrely that his 
honourable friend would take 11·hat he ~aid 
in a good spirit. It was not for what he, 
himself, felt that he spoke ; but for tlw 
country. · 

Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 

NEW STANDIXG ORDER. 
~fr. IIART Inoved--
'l'hnt the ReporL of the Standing Orders Com· 

mittee be now adopted. 
The report, which he read to the Houo<e, 
was as follows :-

Your Committee having duly deliberated 
upon the matter, have agreerl that Htanding 
Order No. 58, be expunged frJm the Htanding 
Order• of your honourable House, and t.he fol
lowing new Standing Order be sub,titute,l in 
lieu thereof-

\Vhen a Bill is so reported, the adoption of 
the report may be immediately moved, or a 
future day appointed for t.hat purpose. 

Under ihe l'Xisting ordl'r, now to be done 
away with, when a Bill was reported from 
Committee of the ·whole without an 
amendment, the adoption of the report 
might be immediately moved; but if tht> 
Bill was reported with any amendnwnt, 
however slight it might be, a futnre clay 
must be appointed for the adO]Jtion of the 
report ;-probably a cl<'b .1- of a wePk would 
ensue bdorP the Bill ,·unld be aclvanc<•d 
furthN m it,; progreRs through the Hcms1•. 
TIH• ach-antagp of the new Rtan<ling drclt>r 
"·as obvious. Thf' Rtandiug Orders Com
mittee had rarefully considt'red the whole 
subject, and had adopted the new mode of 
procedure from the titancling Orders-X o. 
lBO-of the LPgislatin• Cnunril of X <>W 

t:louth \\' a!Ps. where it sepnll•rl to have 
worked wry \\'I'll for a l'OJJo<iclera ble tin11' 
rast. 

J\T r. }lF:Jx believed that hP was the 
initiator of the ehange proposed. HP 
fou111l. during three Sessions that h,: oec·u
pied the poo<ition of reprPsentatin of the 
GoYernmpnt in thP Counc·iL that Rtanding 
OrdPr :X o. 85, <·specially towards the end 
of a :-ession, was the cause of delay to the 
progress of busirwss ; bePause a future day 
had to b.' named, aftpr a Bill had pas:<ed 
throngh Committee, though only the moo< I 
trifling am<'nclnwut ha1l bPen mu de, lwfort• 
the report upon it could bt• aLloptecl by tlw 
Hon·H'. It \l·as the pl'<ll'ti'''' of tlw oiiH•r 
House. and, as }Jointed out, of branches of 
thP Legislatnre corrPo<poncling to the Comwil 
in otlwr coloni,,s, for thl' rt•port from th<' 
Committee of the "'hole on a Bill to lH• 
adoptetl on the same 1lay that it was 
brought up. Prartieally, the existing Stand
ing Order compelled till' suspl'nsion of the 
Standing OrclE'ro<, in or<ler to keep paee 
with the lL•gi~lation of the As:;embly, 
towards the t>nd of eyery 'e~siou. :'\ o harm 
could be done by adopting the report of 
t.he Standing Orders Committel'; beraus!', 
if important amendments should he made 
in a Bill going through CommitteP, aml an 
houourahle l!lembpr wante1l fnrthPr time 
for tlH'ir eomideration, thP rPport need not; 
be immediately adopted, but, a future day 

! could be appointed for that purpose, and 
! he eould then, if nec·r•ssary, lllOYE' the re

committal of the Bill for 'reconsicll'ration, 
or even on tlw motion for the third 
reading. The changP would not encourage 
hasty legislation. He did not encourage 
hasty legislation, hut facilitatrd good legi,;
lation: and die! not eart• to surround the 
procee.tling~ of thP House with a multi
plicity of forms whic·h had not aclvan
tagrons result~. 

.Mr. Mrll.RAY·PRIOR, as lJl'fore, disagree,! 
with the last speaker. t:ltanding Order 

1 X o. 58 had hitherto worked nry well in
deL'd. There was not so much business 
done by the Council that they required to 
hurry measures through the Chamber. As 
had bE'L'll said, tO\..ards the end of the Ses-
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sion they often suspended their Standing 
Orders altogdher. That was as necessary 
as trul'. Any honourable gentleman who had 
to manage the Government business in the 
Council knew that' was a matt,'r of course. 
Generally spPaking, Bills had been well 
considered in another placP before they 
came up to the Council; and only trifling 
amendments were made in thrn1. Some
timPs, however, runsirlerable amendments 
were madP by the Council, and it was an 
advantage that hy the forms of thP House, 
honourable members had tiuw to consider 
their dfect one upon anothPr. If that 
could be done quietly. 'Yhm alone, inst~ad 
of in the Chamber, often Y<'ry hastily, it 
was an advantage to be apprt>eiatPd. He 
should be ver_l' sorry to seP any innovation ; 
and he did not thin1, tlw proposed chang-e 
would work well. llowPver, time would 
shovr. The present rule was adopted from 
the practice of the Hons.' of Lords, and he 
had satisfactory expPrience of it cl uring 
five years that he had acted as rt'presenta
tive of the GoYernnwnt. He should oppo~e 
the motion ; therp was no necessity for it ; 
and if he could see a majority in the House, 
he should divide a gain,;t it. 

}fr. \V.nsH confessed that until hP heard 
the honourable gentleman'~ lecture to him, 
just no11', he had the idea that he must be 
right in being in cousonanee with him on 
the present question ; hut, smarting under 
the castigation he had recei,·ed, he felt that 
he must have been wrong, and that the 
honourable gentleman was 1'-rong. He was 
very sorry that he must go against thP 
honourable .Mr. Murray-l'rior, and follow 
the advice of his honourault' frit•ud on his 
right (Mr . .Mein). 

The l'osnrA ~TBR.GEKElUL said that at 
the time he brought th,, matter originally 
befuu the House, tu refc1r it to the Stand
ing Orders Committee. he experienced 
some opposition, more particularly from 
honourable gentlt'nwn 'Yho ordinarily gan' 
him their support, ; and he tllPrefore pro
mised that i£ after the qJH•stiou had been 
reported on by the l'ommitte''• if favour
ably, should there remain any strong feel
ing in the House against it, he would not 
press for it,; adoption. He adhered to that 
understanding If ther<' WPre other hon
ourable memb,•rs who, like the honourable 
J\Ir. 11urray-Prior, were anxious to eon
tinue the old Standing Order. he rer
tainly was dispo~ed to allow it to rtl
main in force. Xs, howt'VPr, his honour
able friend was the only dissc>ntient from 
the prPsent question, the Houst> would r<'
lieve him (the Po:;tmaster-General) from hi~ 
l'ngagement. He tlwught it wa~ desirable 
to repPal the old Stanc!ing Order, and to 
adopt the new one. l t would enable the 
House to proeeed with business without 
the necessity so often of suspendin)l' tlw 
Standing Orders. He might, remark, on 
this point, that in the Legislative Assembly, 

comprising fifty-five members, a quorum 
of fourtePn could suspPnd the Standing 
Orders; in the LPgislative Council, com
prising thirty-one members, an absolute 
majority of the whole number, sixteen 
members, must be present to suspend the 
Standing Orders. So that the proceedings 
of the Council were surrounded by forms 
which prevented any Bill from being has
til \' t·onsidered or passed in the manner 
suggt>stPd by the honourable Mr. Murray
Prior. Tlwrefore, he supported th<' adop
tion of the report. 

Question put and passt>d. 

HANSARD. 

A messag•' from the Legislati ''e Assembly 
was re rei ved to thP effect that instructions 
had been given to Mr. Senior, an officer of 
that House, to .attend to be rxaminecl be
fore the Select Committee of the Legisla
tii'P Conneil on IIansard. 

ELECTORAL ROLLS BII:,L. 
A message was rPcei vPd from the Legis

latiye Assembly, informing the Council 
that 

'J he Legislati>e Assembly having had under 
consideration thp Legislative Council's amend
ments in the Eb•toral Rolls Bill,-disa,qree to 
the Council's amendment in Clause 7, because 
it is beyond !he purport of the Act,, and im
poses funetion; upon p Jstmasters which are 
quite inconsistent with their duties; and agree 
to the remnining amendments in other parts of 
the l3ill. 

The PosT:UASTER-GEKERAL moved that 
the President leave the eh,tir, and the 
Housp r.•solve into CommitteP of the \V hole 
for the conHideration of the message. He 
said he did not anticipate any opposition to 
tht• motion. The matter was a Yery simple 
onP, or he should bt> willing to defer it for 
another day. 

.Mr. \Y.tLSH sug~estPd that, as the 
honourable gentleman who moved the 
amendment disagreed to by the Assembly 
was not present, the Postmaster-General 
should out of deference to him postpone the 
considPration of the message until the next 
sitting of the House. 

The l'osT.\lASTER-GJ.JNERAL, with the per
mission of the House, stated that he had 
had a eonversation with the honourable 
Dr. O'Doherty, the mover of the amend
ment. who perfertly understood why the 
other House had refus,•tl to agrpe to it. He 
was sure that honourablP gentleman would 
not he tahn by surprise if the Council 
dealt with it at onee. There was an urgent 
necessity for the Bill to come into oper;t· 
tion, ancl further delay was not at all desir
able as it might Pntail expense on the 
rountry for tlw rollection of the elt>etoral 
rolls under th<' existing law. 

.J\lr. 1\'[En; saicl this would be a eou
venient point for discussing a matter whirh 
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had often suggested itself to him, and 
which to his mind had not been satisfactorily 
solved-that was, the mode in which the 
Council discussed messages from the Legis
lative Assembly. He knew that it was the 
practice when he entered the House to con
sider all messages in Committee of the 
Whole. But, as a matter of fact, messages 
sent up from theAssemblywere not themes
saw·s of the committee, but the messages of 
the House. The Council in resolving into 
Committee of the Whole had to go through 
a multiplicity of forms, and, ~fterwards, 
when they sent a message in return, it was 
not the message of the Committee, but 
the message of the H on se. It struck 
him that it would be convenient, if 
they disr.ussed the message .in the House. 
There would be only one disadvantage
honourable members, instead of speaking 
srveral times, would be ronfined to one 
speech on one particular subject. His 
attention had been directed to Standing 
Order No. 65 :-

'VhPn anv Bill is returned to this House 
with amPndiuents, such amendments shall be 
~onsidered in Committee. 

But he was only speaking generally on thP 
whole subject of mPssages from the Legis
lative Assembly. For instance, when a 
message was sent up from the As~embly 
requesting the approval of the Council to 
certain lines of railway, it was the in
variable practice to consider such message 
in Committee of the "'Whole. He might 
say that he suffered very severely, once, 
in consequence of that arrm1gement. 
The business was blocked, though he had 
a majority at his back, by the honourable 
Mr. :M:urray-Prior, who generally stood up 
for observing all the forms of the House. 
and who, assisted by a numerous body of 
friends, kept him up until four o'clock in 
the morning, resisting his motion, in order 
to gPt recruits down from thE' country. 
Taking the most rational plan, if the mes
Rage had bren considered in the House, 
that state of things to which he allutlecl 
could not have occurred. As there was 
not likely to be a difference of opinion, 
that plan might be followptl now. He 
thought it was the most logical and the 
fairest way of dt>aling with the message. 

The PR:ESlDENT: It would be doing 
away with one of those means of obstruc
tion which were held to in each ChambPr, 
as a necessity. The fact of the honourable 
gentleman being kept in check when he re
presented the Government in the Council 
showed that salutary means to cheek haste 
or to stop legislation which the House 
could use whenever they thought proper; 
and on that occasion they did think proper 
to avail themselves of it. He thought it 
would be highly inconvenient if the details 
of messages should be discussed in the full 
Hons!l, Wh!ll'!l only one spe!lch could be 

made by any honourable member on one 
subject; it would be doi11g away with the 
advantage secured by a rliscussion in Com
mittee of the \Vholc, where the details 
of a measure would he repeatedly spoken 
upon by e>ery member. He was sorry 
to differ as he din from the honourable 
gentleman. 

J\fr. M"GRRAY-Pnroll, referring to the oc
casion alluded to by the honourable Mr. 
Mein, sa1d he knew he harl a majorit.v 
agamsi the honourable g~ntl eman, and 
haYing a:'ked him to po~tpone the measure 
and his request having been refused, he 
availcd himself of the forms of the House 
to obstnwt. its progress; anrl he actually 
carried his object. He trusted that there 
would not be another alteration of the 
Standing OrrlHs, to-day; but that hon-

, ourable gentlemen would he content to 
follow what thP Pr,•sident said. 

Mr. vVALSH said he must confess that 
he could not see that the Committee of the 
'Whole had anything to do with the me3-
sage. ThP other House harl sent up a 
message saying that they could not agree 
to an amendment in the Bill that was 
made by the Council. The Council had 
simply to return an answer, whrther they 
adhered to their amendment or gave it 
up. If the Assembly had made an 
amendment on an anwndment oftheCoun
cil, then it would be m .. c,,~sary to go into 
Committee to ponsiclPr it. But there was 
nothing of that sort disclosed in thf' mes
sage. He felt that it was not the practice 
of the otlwr Chamber to consider messages 
in Committee. 

The l'nEsiDEXT directed att,•ntion to the 
65th Standing Order, which the honourable 
Mr. }'Iein had quoted. 

J\'Ir. Vv ALsii : There was no amendment; 
therefore the House were not in the posi
tion to r<>mit its consideration to the Oom
mittl'e. The mes;mgc said the Assembly 
had agrP!'d to the amendments of the 
Council with the exc •ption of one in clause 
7. It was not now for thP Committee but 
the Council t~ say whether they >vould hold 
to that or let lt go. 

The PRESIDENT: The honourable gentle
man would see, from thP fact of the Council 
inserting that amendment in the J,iJl, be
fore they sent the J3ill down to the Assem
bly. that it was an amendment. Now the 
Bill came back with it, it was still an amend
ment. The Standing Order made no dis
tinction as to amcndmonts. It did not 
follow tha.t, because there was little for 
considPration, now, very important mat
ters for consideration might not arise on 
other occasions for the Committee of the 
\Vhole. 

1\Ir. W.usn: Of course. he would not 
arg'le the matter further. 

:VIr. JYhrx pointed out that as the Presi· 
dent ruled in regard to th~J Staudiug 
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Order No. 65, it must be read in connection ' 
with No. 95:-

Unle;s otherwise directed, amendments made 
by the Assembly to public Bills shall not be 
considered in Committee on the same day on 
which such amendments may be brought up to 
the Council. 

So that if the House should go into Com
mittee now, they would suspend that 
Standing Order. The Standing Orders 
could not be suspended without notice, 
unless there was an absolute majority of 
the House present. 

The PRESIDENT: He understood that the 
Postmaster-General had put the motion to 
the House with their consent, as there was 
nothing important for long further con
sideration, and as he was anxious to get 
the Bill through. If there was any ob
jection to llis motion, of course, he should 
have to rule that it was contrary to order. 

Mr. MEIN : As there was really no 
amendment by the Assembly to come be
fore the House, but only one that the 
Council had made in the Bill, it was per
fectly competent for the Hous_e to deal 
with the matter at once or to go mto Corn. 
mittee on another day. He admitted the 
convenience of considering details in Com
mittee of the Whole, as laid down by the 
President. 

Mr. WALSH could now state authorita
tively that the Committee could not alter 
or amend their own amendments in any 
way, after they had been reported to the 
House. 

Mr. McDouGALL considered it would be 
undesirable and unjustifiable to depart 
from the practice of the House which had 
been followed hitherto. 

The PosTl1ASTER-GENERAL : There was 
nothin()' in the Standing Orders to prohibit 
the H~use going into Committee. The 
Council could either dispose of the mes
sage at once, or go into Committee of the 
Whole upon it. On the whole, he preferred 
the latter course. 

Mr. MuRRAY-PRroR: Postpone the ques
tion until to-morrow. 

Mr. vV ALSH : The simplC'st way would 
be for the honourable gentleman to move 
that the House do not insist upon their 
amendment, and the motion would be 
agreed to. If he obstinately insisted upon 
going into Committee, he could be met by 
a question put to the Chairman. 

In answer to J\fr. J\{ErN, 
The PRESIDENT read to the House the 

95th Standing Order, and said he was 
distinctly of opinion, now, ihat the amend
ment was not an amendment "made by 
the Assembly." 

Question put, for the House to go into 
Committee:-

CoNTENTs, 4. 
The Postmaster-General, Messra, ffa,rt, Tur· 

per, a,ud. McDougall, 

Nor-CoNTENTS, 7. 
Messrs. Walsh, Prior, Swan, Foote, Dr. 

O'Doherty, Messrs. Heussler, and Mein. 

Resolved in the negative. 
The PosTMASTER-GENERAL then moved-· 
That this House do not insist on their amend-

ment in clause 7. 
He said he was inclined to think that the 
honourable Mr. vValsh's suggestion was the 
correct one. 

Mr. M EIN observed that if the honour
able gentleman had not been so dPtermined, 
the country would ha\'e been saved a little 
expense, and honourable me~bers wo:nld 
have saved their time. He did not ObJeCt 
to the motion at all. 'I'he amendment 
would only have offered inducements, ~s 
he stated before, in Committee, for pubhc 
officers to become elC'ctioneering hacks. 
However, he hoped the Government would, 
by a liberal distribution of printed forms 
throughout the country:. enable eve~y o:t~e 
entitled to the francluse to send ~n lus 
claim to registration, ~ncl t? plll;ce himself 
in a position to exercise Ius nghts as an 
elrctor. 

J\Ir. ::vr:unRAY-PRIOR said the resuH of 
the division was not what he looked for 
when he calh•d for the votes to be taken. 
He wanted. to prevrnt what ':''aS now. s_afe of 
accomplishment, the immC'chate deciswn of 
the question. · 

Question put and affirmed. 
The Bill was ordered to be returned to 

the Legislative Assembly, with a me~sage 
informing that House that the Council do 
not insist on th~ir amendment. 




