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LEGISLATIVE ASSE:YIBLY. 

Tuesday, 10 June, 1879. 

Formal Yotions.-Collection of Electoral Rolls.-Ques
tions.-Navigation of Port Pioneer.-Execution of 
a Climinal.-Electoral Rolls Bill-committee.
Financial Statement-adjourned debate. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at half
past 3 o'clock. 

FOR::.\fAL :MOTIOXS. 

The following formal motions were 
agreed to :- ' 

By Mr. WALSH-: 

That there be laid on the table of this House 
a Return showing-

!. The cost of construction of the three 
Jetties at Cooktown. 

. l879-¥ 

2. The rent received from same to 31st 
March last. 

3. How, and to what fund, has the rent 
beon applied. 

By Mr. N ORTON-

That the following papers, viz.:-
1. Dated Q. N. Railway Survey Oflice, 1st 

~fay, 1877.-Extract from Mr. '\V. Hannam's 
report to JI.Ir. R. Ballard: Central Island to· 
wards Gladstone, Casuarina Creek. 

2. Dated Railway B: an eh, Rockhampton, 
30th October, 1878.-Memo.from the Chief En
gineer, Northern Railway, to the Commissioner 
for Railways, Brisbane : '1.'1·ial surveys, Central 
Island towards Gladstone, and Gracemere to 
Gladstone. 

3. Dated Railway Survey Oflice, N. Rail· 
way, 19th September, 1878.-Letter to R. 
Ballard, Esq., Chief Engineer, Q.N.D., from 
'\Villoughby Hannam,-
which were included in Return to an Order 
made by this House, dated 15th May, relative 
to "Railway Survey from Gladstone," and laid 
upon the table of the House on the 21st 
ultimo-be printed. 

COLLECTION OF ELECTORAL ROLLS. 

Mr. O'SuLLIV AN moved the adjournment 
of the House, in order to refer to a misin
terpretation out of doors of some remarks 
reported in Hansard on the 4th instant. He 
replied to the hon. member for the Logan, 
and in the course of his remarks asked him 
what he thought of a man who was ap
pointed year after year as collector of an 
electoral roll, and who after collecting sat 
on the revision bench. He (Mr. O'Sullivan) 
was contradicted by the hon. member for 
Bundanba on this point;-the hon. member 
was understood to say that-

" He remembered the collector to whom he 
presumed the hon. member for Stanley re· 
ferrecl being objected to taking a seat on the 
revising bench; if the hon. member had ever 
seen him sit on the bench he (Mr. Hendren) 
had not." 

It appeared that this matter had been 
somewhat talked about outside, and he 
(Mr. O'Sullinn) had been in communica
tion with the gentleman referred to, who 
had written to him in consequence of the 
statement made in one of the newspapers. 
He found, however, that he was cor
rectly reported in Hansard, and he 
therefore repeated what he really did 
say, and which was what he had 
intended to say-namely, that a man, a 
magistrate in Ipswich, had been year after 
year appointed by the bench to collect 
the lists of the police district of Ipswich, 
and that that gentleman had sat several 
times on the bench as a magistrate for 
revising the rolls. Of course, p.e could not 
mean the rolls he had collected, because 
he could not sit on ihe bench at that time, 
when he would be requir,•d as a witness. 
In order that justice might be done, he 
(Mr. O'Sullivan) should call for ?~rt?.i!l 
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returns from the Colonial St•cretary which 
would clear up the affair; but his object 
when he first alluded to the subject was not 
to mention naml's, but to cureagreatevil. It 
was very unbecoming for a magistrate to col
lectrolls at all, and still more unb,•coming to 
sit on the revising bench aftpr he had col
lected them. Any magistrate who took all 
that work to himself "·as too greedy, and 
anyone who gave it all to his neighbour was 
'too liberal. Since the publication of his 
remarks he had reerived the following 
letter:-

" Ipswich, June 5, 18'9. 
"P. O'Sullivan, Esq., J.P., M.L.A. 

"DEAR Sra,-In the Ipswich Observer of 
yeeterday's date you are reported to have said, in 
the Legislative Assembly, 'that you knew a r·ase 
at Ipswich in which a J.P. collected a roll and 
then sat on the bench to revise it.' This state
ment is untrue, as far as I am concerned. I 
was a sub-collectol' for the Bundanba electo
rate. Captain Townley and Mr. 0 G·Jrry were 
the only J.P.'s who sat on the ben~h to revise 
the roll. I have sent this explanation in case 
anything more is said about it. 

"Yours respectfully, 
"\V M. VV ABLAXD." 

other hon. m em brr~ had clone so too. Mr. 
\Varland hadnen•r sat at a revision of his 
own roll, but he might have sat at the 
revision of other rolls in none of which he 
was inh•rested. He was ~atisfiecl with the 
proposPd notice of motion. If what the 
hon. member for Stanley implied were 
true, the magistrate was unfit for his posi
tion as a justice of the peace. 

J'\Ir. iYIESTON had also received a com
munication from Mr. vvarland on the sub
ject, in which he stated :-

"I was a sub-collector for the electorate of 
Bundanb,1; Oapiuin Townley and Mr. Gorry 
were the only magistrates who sat on the bench 
to revise the roll." 
And again-

" On the revision day not one local J.P. 
attended the court; the P.M. could not do the 
work himself-one J .P. had to read out the 
names, and another J.P. was wanted to tick 
them off ;-this being the case, I helpcii to 
revise s0me of the l'clll~, but not as a political 
partisan." 
This, then, showccl that 1Hr. \Yarland sat 
on the bench while some of the rolls 
were being rcvisPcL but not dnring the 
rPvi;ion of the roll hP had rollected. 

In reply to this he (Mr. O'Sul!ivan) wrote 
the following :- , QL"ESTIONS. "Ipswich, June 6, 187(1. 
"William vVarlancl, Esq., J.l:'., Ipswich. 

"DEAR SIR,-In reply to your letter of yes
terday's date just received, I can only say that I 
have not seen the report to whieh you refer, and 
that I refuse to hold my~elf responsible for the 
versions the newspapers may choose to give of my 
utteran~es in Parliament. If what I slated on 
the occasion to which vou allude is not correct.Jv 
reported in Hansard, ·I w1ll correct it on Tue;
day next, in my place in the House, from the 
records of the Ipswich revision court. 

''I remain, &c., 
"P. O'Sur.rxvAN." 

In order to give 1\Ir. \V arland every oppor
tunity of fair play, and show that he (:VIr. 
O'Sullivan) had no object but the cure of 
what he considered an evil, he should ask 
the Colonial Secretary to Jay on the tablr 
of the House a return showing, first, how 
often and on what days had \Villiam \V ar
land been appointed colledur of the elec
toral lists for the district of Bun clan ba, 
and how often and on what days had he 
sat on the bench to revise the electoral lists 
for that district. That was all the satis
faction he could give eithPr l'.Ir. \Varland 
or the hon. member who had rontrndicted 
him, and the public could then judge be-
tween them. · 

1\fr. HENDREX said that the impression 
left on the minds of mo~t hon. members, 
when the hon. member for Stanley made 
the statement referred to, was that thP 
magistrate had collected the rolls and 
afterwards sat at the revision court. He 
might have taken the matter wrongly him
Relf, but, whether he had done so or not, 

:Nir. HENDREX asked the Colonial Secre-
1 tary--

1. If the ar!clitional salary of £10 per annum, 
voted last vcar to each of the two senior war
ders at V{oogaroo Lm.atic Asylum, has been 
paid to them ?-and, if not, why not? 

~- Als0, if same addifi,m·•l salary has been 
paid to two junior wardcr.s ?-nncl if so, why 
wa;; it. so paid ? 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY (':\fr. Palmer) 
said £10 was paid to the senior warders
i.e., to the warders whom the surgeon
superintendent has promoted to that posi
tion. 

Mr. HENDREN said that the answer of 
the hon. member was so unsatisfactory that 
he would move the acljournment of the 
House. 

The SPEAKER said the hon. mPmber 
would not be able to put himself right by 
moving the adjournment. 

NAVIGATION OF PORT PIONEER. 
On the motion of Mr . .A.3IHFRST, leave 

was giYen to introduee a Bill for the 
improvenwnt of tlw X aYigation of Port 
Pioneer, situated in the 1\.lackay Electorate. 

EXEOU'l'ION OF A CRIMINAL. 
The Hon. S. \Y. GRIFFITR said he rose to 

call the attention of the House to a matter 
of some importance, and would conclude 
his remark£ with a motion. As hon. mem
bers were no cloubt aware, an execution had 
taken plare within the walls of the Bris
bane Gaol under somewhat extraordinary 
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and distressing <'ircnmstanecs. He pre- Aftrr that he thought the House- might 
sumecl that some inquiries "·ould lJc made have hPen spared the spt>eeh of the hon. 
as to the mode in which the f'entenrc wa~ gentleman O]lposite--
carriecl out, and the accident whieh oe- ::\lr. GHrFFITH : You do not understand it. 
curred, and therefore it was not for that The CoLONIAL SEC'IlE1'AHY said the hon. 
reason that he now rose to move the ad- member spoke as if he (Mr. Palmer) 
jourmnent of the Home. He rose to call "·as the ehid hangman of the colony. 
attention to the fact that no notice At any rak, when he saw the para-
had been given to the public or to graph in the papers, he inquired into 
the Press that the Executin• had derid<'Cl the whole matter, and he had been 
upon carrying out the sentence of the t0ld by the Sheriff that he had car-
Court. It wa"s a most extraordinary thing- rit•cl out everything previously clone on the 
that nothing should have been hrarJ of the oeeu~ion of anv <'Xecution. He had the 
man aftN bl•ing 8entl'ncecl io death until a Sheriff at his ofiict>, thi~ morning, to a~k 
paragraph appeared in thP 11aper ~tating him about this unfortunate affair. and he 
that he had been eXt'Puted. Thiti wm' not had been a:-~urt.>cl that l'vPrything neces-
the first but the second tiu;p sueh a thing sary and u8ual had bl'en clone; and what 
had takl'n plarP since the present GoYcrn- on earth the lwn. gentleman O]lpositewantpcl 
ment came into office, the first lwing in mor,~ lw could not under·~tancl. 
,J an nary or February last, when a ]Jrisoner The Hon. J. Don>LAS said he could not 
was Rentenced to death; but whet11l'r the nndPr,tand what the hon. gl•ntlPman who 
sentenee was carried out or not harl rt>- had just sat down meant. It was quite 
mainecl a srcrPt to all tlw world. \Yith true that tlw h011. nwmber had rt•ad the 
respect to the man executl'cl yestprclay, he letter, ll1l' dead-letter o£ the law, but the 
had bt>en sentPncecl to death only two or hon. member seemed to think that becauSl' 
three weeks previously at the ::'\orthprn he had compliPd with thP strict letter of 
Assizes. It had always been the prac- the law he had clone his duty. He (11r. 
tice that when thP Govcrument dealt Douglas) thought differPnt. as he con-
with such an important matter as the death sidercd that an hon. gentleman in his 
or reprieve of a criminal thP fullt>st pub- high position Rhould take care that the 
lieity ~houlcl br• given to it. The agitation public wpre satisfied that the course of the 
which >Yas now going on in' :Xew t-lonth , law had bPen properly carried out. But 
'\YalPs showed the grave impropriety of ' in the present ease no one knew anything 
capital sentt'nces being eanil'Ll out in this , about it-in faet, HO far as the publie 
secret mamwr, without anything n•,;pectillg ! were concerned, the mau might be now 
the prisoner being made known to the "·or Id in gaol. It was Y<>ry undr'sirable, in-
aftl'r his leaving the dqck. He Rincprely dPcrL that the functions of the Executive 
hoped that this case would not be e~tab- Gon;rnmpnt should be confined to the 
lished as a prccPclent, as a case might be or strict ll'lter of the Jaw in the matter. It 
might not be one in which the public took was the bounden duty of anyone in the 
great interest, and might wish to mon~ high and responsible position of the hon. 
His Excellency to grant a reprieve. \Yith Colonial Srrretary to sec that the public 
regard to the man who was exeeutccl yester- knew that the sentence of death passed on 
day, nothing was previously known to the a criminal was to be carried out-even the 
public beyoncll1is being sentenced to death; elate and hour at which the execution was 
it was not even known whPthPr he had an to take place. It was true that this legis-
opportunity of being atten<lcd by a minister lature, and legislatures in other parts of 
of religion: all they knew was this-that the world, had authorised secret execu-
after the sentence was carried out there tions in order to put an end to the unclesir-
was a paragraph in the papers Raying that able notoriety that was attached to the 
they had received no intimation that tlw execution of criminals, but it was still ne-
execution was to talw place. sirable for the proper administration of the 

The Cow~rAL SECRETARY Raid he should law that the public should be satisfiPd 
havP expected, from the hon. gentleman's that everything was clone that should be 
legal knowledge, some better interpretation clone on such occasions. Surely, the hon. 
of the meaning o£ the law with reference gentleman did not mean to say that his 
to executions.' He would draw the hon. officcn took no stPps to notify to the public 
gentlPman's attention to the 5Hth section o£ through the Press that the exPcution in 
the Criminal Act, which sai,l- question would take place? There was 

"The sheriff under-sheriff or deputy as afore
said shall be present at sucll execution togetlwr 
with the gaoler and proper oifieers of the gaol 
including the physician or surgeon together with 
all magistrates who shall think fit and sueh 
constables military guard and ndult spectators 
as the sheriff under-sheriff or deputy as afore
said may think fit." 

nothing morp important en which the Exc
cuti I'C had to delibPrate than tlte carrying 
out o£ the extreme sentence of the law, and 
he considered that the Government had 
been guilty of a grave departure from the 
usual practice in such cases in not having 
had the derision of the Exerutive rommu
nirated to the Press. 
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The PREMIER (Mr. Mcilwraith) said 
that if the hon. gentleman who moved the 
motion had confined his remarks to the 
fact that some notification should have 
been given to the Press of the execution 
taking place he should have agreed with 
him, but. to say that the Government had 
departed from the usual practice in such 
cases was what he must deny. He should 
like to know in what respect any departure 
had taken place ? As soon as they heard of 
the unfortunate occurrence at the gaol they 
sent for the Sheriff, who assured them that 
he had not departed from the usual course 
in any particular. Knowledge of the in
tended execution had reached the public in 
the same way as before, no official intimation 
being given of any executions. Surely, the 
hon. gentleman did not consider it part of 
the Sheriff's duty to go to the Cvurier or 
Telegmph offices aml inform them ?-and he 
certainly could not think that Ministers, 
whenever they put their signatures to an 
Executive minute, should go and inform 
the Press. If the hon. gentleman did so 
he wandered a long way from the bounds 
of common sense, and was imposing duties 
on them that did not attach to their posi
tions at all. He was aware of one thing
that it was perfectiy well known in town 
that the execution was to take place. 

Mr. GARRICK was of opinion that there 
could not be a more important matter than 
that brought forward by the hon. leader 
of the Opposition. The question of 
dealing with the life of a criminal was 
one of the highest importance, and 
surely they were not going to follow 
the practice in Turkey, where, by the 
simple word of the Sultan, a man might be 
thrown into the Bosphorous and nothing 
more said about him. He had been in
formed that it had always been the practice 
in the Colonial Secretary's Office, when the 
Executive had decided that a capital sen
tence should be carried into effect, that 
the Colonial Secretary or Under Secretary 
caused it to be publicly notified that the 
sentence would be carried out. The reason 
of that was quite clear-namely, that the 
public should, if necessary, have an oppor
tunity of moving in the matter, and peti
tioning, as had been the case inN ew South 
Wales lately, that the sentence should not 
be carried out. They knew that it had 
been the practice hitherto, after sentence 
had been passed on a prisoner, that the 
.Judge's notes should be before the Execu
tive Council, and that the Executive should 
deliberate as to whether the sentence should 
be carried out or not ; and their determina
tion should be made public. But the 
present was not a singular departure from 
the practice, as the same secresy had been 
observed on one other occasion, as stated 
by the leader o£ the Opposition. A.t any 
rate, it had been shown pretty conclusively 

that no execution should take place until 
notice has been given by the Executive, so 
that the public might have an opportunity 
o£ moving in the matter. 

Mr. .MonEHEAD said he had been sur
prised at the hon. member for l\foreton 
talking such rot as they had just heard. 
That lwn. member had referred to a case 
now pending in New South Wales, but 
there was no parallel whatever between 
the two. The hon. member called atten
tion to the fact of this man having been 
done to death without any publicity having 
been given to the exC'cution; but it was 
known to the public weeks ago that the 
man was sentenced to death, and they bad 
taken no action in the matter as the people 
were doing in New South Wales. The 
hon. member had tried to make capital 
about the Press being absent from the 
execution; but he took opposite views from 
the hon. member on that subject, for if he 
had his way the Press should be excluded 
from all executions ; his experience, and 
that of others, being that the Press on 
such occasions glorified the criminal and 
indulged in highly-sensational descriptions 
for the edification of a morbid class of the 
public. The hon. Colonial Secretary had 
proved clearly and fully that everything 
that had been done heretofore had been 
done on the present occasion. 

Mr. GRIFFITH: No. 
Mr. MoREHEAD said the hon. leader of 

the Opposition bad not proved that any
thing had not been done, and he had been 
waiting to hear in what respect there had 
been any omission. The hon. Colonial 
Secretary said that when he saw the notice 
in the papers he sent for the Sheriff, who 
told him that everything had been done in 
the usual way. If there had not been an 
un{ortunate accident there would not have 
been a single word said. 

Mr. REA said the hon. member had cha· 
racterised the speech of the hon. member 
for Moreton as "rot," but what they had 
heard from the hon. member himself might 
very aptly be termed dry-rot., as they had 
heard from him that the Press should be 
excluded from all executions ;-and the re
mark was applauded by the Colonial Secre
tary. 

The CoLOJSIAL SECRETARY: vVhy, I was 
not even in the House at the time. 

Mr. REA said that the hon. gentleman 
was getting such a preponderating influence 
on his side of the .House that naturally 
other hon. members were echoing his voice, 
and that caused him (Mr. Rea) to make 
the mistake. He had been told that such 
a thing had never before occurred in this 
colony as the Press being kept in ignorance 
of an execution. and no doubt some new 
influence was being brought to bear to 
intimidate the Press. He hoped that some 
other hon. members would express an 
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opinion whether the Press was to cease to 
be recognised by the Government of this 
colony or not. 

Mr. \V ALSH thought that if blame at
tached to anyone for the unfortunate 
affair which had taken place it was the 
Sheriff, who had not the appliances in 
proper working order, and certainly not to 
the Government. Everyone must regret 
the occurrence which had taken place; but 
it appeared to him that the course usually 
adopted had not been departed from, and 
it had not been shown that the Government 
wished to conceal the execution from the 
Press. It seemed to him that the Press 
had failed to get information for itself 
which was known to othc>rs. In reference 
to what had occurred inN ew South Wales, 
there was no analogy whatever to the case 
before ·them. This was a case of most 
brutal murder ; it was known to the public, 
and the man had been sentenced to death, 
and very properly executed. There were 
no extenuating rircumstances to lead the 
1mblic to petition for a reprieve. He re
gretted the circumstance as much as any
one, but it had not been shown that there 
had been any omission to do what was 
usually done in such cases. He was sorry 
that the time of the House had been wasted 
on such a matter, instead of being devoted 
to the more important questions before it. 

Mr. AMHURST did not suppose for one 
moment that the Ministry had neglected 
their duty, but he looked upon the matter 
from a different point of view. In recent 
English papers they had heard of a fright
ful murderer, Peace, who suffered the 
extreme penalty of death ;-that punish
ment was sufficient grief to his family and 
friends ; but the way the Press made use 
of the affair, and enlarged in a sensational 
manner on the incidents, made it much 
greater. When a man had to suffer the 
awful penalty of death the Press should 
not make capital and money out of the 
crime, and there by injure the innocent. 

Mr. RurLEDGE said he was very glad to 
observe that the hon. the leader of the 
Opposition excluded all reference to the 
unfortunate accident which had taken place, 
and made not the slightest allusion to 
the character of the execution. He sim
ply alluded to the fact that an exe
cution had taken place; yet hon. 
members had objected to the remarks of 
the leader of the Opposition on the ground 
that he wished to get up something sensa
tional, because the man's .head had been 
torn off. In that, a great injustice 
had been done to the hon. gentleman. He 
(Mr. Rutledge) was sorry the Colonial 
SecrPtary should be so exceedingly anxious 
to abide by the strict letter of the law in 
a matter of this kind, when he himself had 
proclaimed over and over again in the 
House that laws counted for nothing under 
certain circumstances. He had proclaimed 

a principle which was very nearly allied 
to that, for he had told them that there was 
no law in the country they could not 
make a way through if they were so minded. 
It did not follow that because the letter 
of the law laid down who were the offi
cials and other persons who should witness 
an execution that, therefore, witnesses of 
the execution should be confined to the per
sons named. A most serious principle was 
involved in the matter, and it was not 
an affair for the taste of the Colonial Sec
retary or the hon. members of the Govern
ment to decide. It was a subject which 
affected the interests of this colony in the 
highest degree. A man was condemned to 
die, but in the hurry-scurry of every-day 
life it was impossible for persons to bear 
the fact in mind from the time sentence 
was pronounced until the date of execu
tion. The public, therefore, required to be 
informed of the fact through the usual 
channel, the Press. Although it might be 
a very fortunate circumstance for the com
munity that the man who suffered yester
day was deserving of the extreme penalty, 
there might come a time, if the principle 
were admitted that because a man had 
been condemned by the Judge and the 
Executive had confirmed the sentence, 
therefore he was to be smuggled out of the 
world in that way-there might come a 
time when some man not guilty, whom it 
might be exceedingly undesirable to have 
smuggled out of the world, might be required 
to suffer the extreme penalty in the same 
way. If the principle were admitted, the 
fate of a condemned man might be disposed 
of by Executive minute, and the affair kept 
quiet until he hacl passed out of the world. 
If the principle of secret proceedings on the 
part of the Ministry was not to be tolerated, 
now was the time to stop it, before anyone 
suffered by reason of such acts. While 
the evil was brought home to them by the 
recent catastrophe, they should act with a 
view to preventing a repetition of it. The 
Colonial Secretary would not deny that 
there were a great many points on which 
he was not required to communicate de
cisions to the Press, and yet those com
munications were made. When any infor
mation was likely to be palatable to any 
electorate that was to be propitiated, they 
knew how readily the Press was set in 
motion. Although the Government might 
not be called upon by the letter of the 
law to announce their decisions, yet ac
cording to usage, the unwritten law, they 
were expected to do so. Might there not 
have been a desire on the part of the un
fortunate man for some religious instruc
tion? What opportunity was given to 
those who would take an interest in com
municating spiritual consolation to this 
unfortunate man, to ascertain his impend
ing doom? This was a case which could 
not be sneered or laughed down. An im--
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portant principle was involved in tlti~ mat
ter. Supposing the principle had bt>en 
actPd upon in the recent instance in 
New South "\Vales, of leaving all the 
world in ignorance of t lu~ decision until 
sentence had been carried out, thpre 
would have bePn no opportunity for the 
agitation, which had very pro1)erly talwn 
place, on behalf of the two unfortunate 
young men lately condemned to die. If 
right in one instance, it was right in an
other. If it was right in tlw casp of a man 
who was thoroughly guilty and desc·ning of 
suffPring the Pxtreme penalty, it was right 
in the case of a man who dicl not desPrve 
that penalty. He submitted that the 
:-heriff was not to blame in the matter, but 
that the Colonial Secretary, knowing the 
public felt interested in the bte enn of 
criminals, should have instructed the 
Under Colonial Secretary to communicate 
the decision o£ the Executive to the 
Press. The Press had a right to kno>~·, 
and to keep the information back was not 
onlv an insult to the Press, as one of the 
saf~guards of our liberty, but was also an 
injury to the community at largP. The 
introduction of such a practice tended to 
endanger the fundamental principlPs of the 
Constitution itself. 

Mr. ScoTT said he thought that the time 
of an execution should be well kno>~ n, and 
he was glad to hear the Premirr give a 
Rimilar opinion; and if it wa~ lll'C"~ssary 
that the time should b,~ known, it should be 
the duty of someone to makP thr) anuomu·e
mrnt. In future, the Sheriff might 1Jl' iu
strncted to give information to the local 
.Press. He did uot, in the exi8ting circum
~tancc~, see tlutt blame attached to anyone'. 
The Sheriff carried out his arrangr'menh: as 
heretoforC', aud if through ignorance or 
some want of managPment on the part of 
the .Prl'~S the mattPr had not lwen pu1J
lished, it was at least pretty well knowu all 
over tht• town. , 

The PRE:IUER said. ns a matter of fact, 
the Clerk of thP Ext'cntive Couneil was 
instructed to intimatP to the Gr·rman 
Consul the decision that the appeal hP 
had made on bPhalf of the condemned 
man eouhl not be entertain eLl;- so that 
the pPople who were most interested had 
the information . 

.Mr . .P.HERsox saicl the hon. lllPmbC'r for 
Cook was ihe first man he had met who 
knc\1· anythi11g a1Jont thP l'Xecution. 

i\fr . .:\IcLEAN said the timl' of the Hon~e 
would not have been wasted il' more pub
licity were given in future as to the time 
when executions werL' to takP IJlacP. Sonw 
hon. member~ had laid blame to the door of 
thP l're~~. hut from a careful readingnftherP
ports he c·ame totlw conclusion that the .Prt'SS 
lmew nothing >Yha!Pwr about tlw afhir. 
ThPy seemed to have gathererl their in:l'cr 
mation from some official who was present, 
and stated that they had not received the 

slight!Jst information as to when the execu
tion woulcl bke place. In this colony it 
>~·as Yery necessary that publicity should 
be given in such cases. In the old country 
the pri~oner was ext•cuted t>~·enty-one clays, 
he thought, after the sentence, and the 
VPry hour of the execution was known. 
But, here, no one knew when the extreme 
prnalty of the law would be carried into 
effect ;-in some instances the prisoner did 
not know until a >el'Y short time before. 
As to tlu·re hl'ing no analogy between this 
('a se and the recent one in New South 
"'\Vales, it was just possible that a case 
might arise, here, of men condemned to 
death for offi'nces similar to those of the 
young men in X e"· South "'\V ales, and no 
opportunity might be given to the public 
to bke action if they desired to do so. 
He was glad of the manner in wliich the 
hon. leader of the Government had ex
pressed himself, and he felt sure such a 
case would not Llke place again. 

l\Ir. STEYENSON said that to his know
ledge many hon. members had heard that 
the expcution was about to take place, and 
a frimd of his had heard of it at 'l'oo
woomba. Hr' did not see how the Govern
ment could b,' blamecl at all; and the 
leader of the Opposition could only have 
brought the matter forward to satisfy a 
nnucllin sentimentality. It was a very 
good thing that such matters were not 
made public. It was only the gro8ser part 
of the JL'vph' who gloated over such mat
tPrs when rPportcd in thC' PreR~, aJHl who 
were in hopes that the poor man might be 
incitPd to make a speech. The hon. junior 
mPmber for Enog~era. who SPemed to have 
taken the Col,mial i::lPcretary under his 
~pecial carP, should have known better 
than to say that the man was condPmned to 
tktth hy a.) udge. As a matter of fact, the 
mnn ""as condettmPd by a jury of British 
sHhjPetR, and thP case was very well repor
ted in lhe PresR. Tlnt hon. member, or 
any other spiritual aclvi~er, might have 
known that hP was lying tht're unclPr sentence 
of cleath and have given him spiritual con
solation. Hall thPrP been anything hang
ing to it they would soon have founrl it out. 
Tlw whole aff(tir was a storm in a tea-enp. 
It wa> the duty of the Press to make in
quiries abont such things. Such reports 
were generally got in that way, anclnot by 
the Goyprnm 'nt or their rt'prt'Sr'ntatives 
taking information to the Press. It was 
m>t neccs~ary that so much time should he 
"·ast:od on'r the matter. 

:Vlr. BcUI.llY thought it was a remarkable 
thing that the knowledge of thi~ execution 
was c•,mfint•tl entirely to one side of the 
Honsl'. S Parly every member on the 
Uonrmni•nt ,;it!c of the Houst' seemed to 
know l'Yerything about it, whl'rcas .there 
was not a single hon. memb2r on the 
Oppo,ition benches who heard anything of 
it. It was eYident that the newspapers, 
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the pO>Yer of giving life. No one who had 
not the power to give life should take it 
avray. And he ngreed with the hon. mem· 
ber for \Vide Bay that, when public opinion 
was a little more enlightened, such exhibi
tions would in a very short time cease to 
be. It was a pity that the affair had taken 
place, and he sincerely hoped it would not 
occur again. 

.Mr. Low pointed out that it was a jury 
who were responsible, and not the Colonial 
Secretary. 

Mr. o''SFLLIY.~N said he must acknow
ledge that he knew nothing about the exe
cution until he saw the report in the Press. 
It was evident that there had been some 
mism:magement-a bad tradesman at work, 
and the consequence was the horrible and 
disgusting picture which had been drawn. 
The Colonial Secretary should pay some 
attention to this mntter, and see that when 
peoplP were hung thl' he~td did not remain 
up and the body go to the ground. Some
thing of the same kind was nearly taking 
plaee in the ca~e of the man Collins. 1£ 
the Press were in>ited to be present, they 
would put before the public a correct view 
of such scem•s. In reality the Press repre
sPntecl the public in the matter, and the 
very least thing that could be done would 
be to inYite them to be present. The only 
deficiency he saw in the whole matter was 
the disgli"sting way in -which the execution 
had taken place, and he thought in future 
the ropl' should be carefully examined, and 
the hangman ought to manage his business 

for oncc, had not been in the confidence of 
the Government. In some respects he 
agreed with the hon. member for Mitchell; 
-he was not sure whether it was a good 
thing for the Press to be admitted on such 
occasions, for this rPason, that "'what is 
shameless to be done is shameless to be 
written ·or spoken of." If a man had b('en 
barbarously, cruelly, and disgustingly 
done to death, it was not a matter for the 
Press to gloat o>er or for its readers to be 
delighted with. A notice, howewr, should 
be dispersed through the length and 
breadth of the land, bt>cause the poor man 
might have relations, friends. or witnesses 
of whom he knew nothing. This man had 
come thousands of miles from his 
own nation to the place where he was 
hanged secretly, quil'tl.v, and unknown. 
He (Mr. Bailey) hoped the day was 
fast approaching when such barbarous 
exhibitions woulcl be done away -with. I£ 
such scenes could be ad(•quately depicted 
by the Press there would be hardly a 
juryman in the country who would con· 
demn a murderer to such a fate. Such 
things were >cry much to be deplored, and 
their effect would be that jurymen would 
hardly convict at all unlPss tlwy had seen 
the deed done before t hPir pyes, or unless 
they were wry stupid indeed: Only latply 
they had heard of a rase in England, 
where two poor boy~, by mere chance, 
escaped the Tery fate of this poor man, not 
by their own cunning or defence, but by 
some circumstances which appeared to the 
judge, and to him alone. But for that 
fact they might have remained in prison 
from that day to this instead of bPing now 
free. A similar thing might take plaee 
any day, and juries would beeome nry 
reluctant to condPmn any human creature 
to the fate of the man who snffPrPd YP~ter-

', b,•tter. \'irith the hon. member for \Vide 
1 Bay, he hoped that the day was not far 

distant when such things would be done 
away -with. 

day. · 
Mr. ::\IACFARL.UE (Ipswich) said he was 

another who had not hPard a sir1gle word ', 
of the execution until lw had Pntered the , 
House, this day. The Gon•rnment IllPm- , 
hers, it appeared, must haTe bpen in the 
confidPnce of the Govt>rrtHH'nt in this matter. 
It had been stated bv thP hou. mPmbers for 
Cook, ]'\or man by, arid others, that thL' time 
of the House might b'~ taken up with mat· 
ters of far more importance ; but he (:\.Ir. 
]\Iacfar!ane) thought that this was one of 
the most important mattPrs that coulcl be 
brought before the House, as tlH•re wa~ 
something in it which ~hould be cleared np. 
It was known that the Colonial SP('retarv 
wus a >Pry strougmin(led mal;, vdw did not 
like to consult anybody or gin much in
formation ; but he had taken rather too 
much upon himself in despat(·hing this poor 
unfortunate man without giving any infor
mation to the Pres~. 1 he life of a man 
appeared to be of little more value than the 
life of a sheep in some persons' eyes. They 
talked about life and death as if they had 

The CowxuL SECRETARY said after the 
allmi(lllH of hon. members, he might per
haps br allowed to say a word or two. If 
he had thought, in areepting thr position of 
Colonial Secretary, that he should be con
sidered hangman, he would never ha>e 
taken that office. He did not suppoRe it 
was the duty of the Colonial Secretary to 
havr anything to do with hanging, notwith-
O'tanding the statement of tlw hon. and 
lrarnrd member for Ip:,;wich that the 
Colonial :Secretary lDd cOI:demned this 
man to death. '1 he hon. member himRelf 
kuew better. What had he (the Colonial 
SL'crdary) to do IYith it more than his one 
vote in Hecing the law carried ont, and a 
most eold-blooded murdPrer punished with 
dea.t h? It might he SU]lpo<ed that he was 
going into dPtails, but he would rather not. 
He liacl examined the Sheriff with regard 
to this moRt unhap]l}' accident. The 
wan's head came off; but that did not 
add to his pnnishmPnt-it -was rather 
a happy clesrJateh. '1 hl• t'lwriff assured 
him (the Colonial Scc·retary) that e>ery 
regulation had been carried out as on 
former oceaHions. The Opposition must 
be very hard up indeed for somethir.g 
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to hang on to the Gov-ernment, if they 
had to take up such a case. It was 
a brutal murder, and the man had 
been justly punished. He was very 
sorry that such an accident had happened, 
but if it were supposed that the Colonial 
Secretary had anything to do with such 
things he would leave his office in two 
minutes. 

Mr. STUBLEY said he was another mem
ber who had not heard anything about the 
execution. The Colonial Secretary had 
not done credit to his high character by the 
remarks he had just made. Of course, 
they knew that he was not the hangman ; 
still he had spoken so as to give the im
pression that he would not have been un
willing to art as executioner in this case. 
It was not for the hon. gentleman to say 
that the man who had been hanged was a 
cold-blooded murderer-there was no jus
tification for such an assertion, and there 
should have been the fullest publicity about 
the execution. 

The PREMIER : I would not rise again 
were it not for the remark that the execu
tion was secret to one side of the House 
and not to the other. I am justified in 
stating that the reporter of the Courier had 
the information, but declined to report it 
because the proprietor did not think it right 
hat it should appear in his paper. 

Mr. GRIFFITH said the matter had not 
Jeen brought forward by the Opposition, 
out by himself as an independent member 
of the House who deemed it neeessary to 
call attention to a grave departure from an 
important public principle-a departure 
which had never taken place in any other 
Australian colony, not even in the old con
vict days. Who ever heardo£ a man being 
executed in England without! notification 
to the public Press-if not to the metro
politan Press, certainly to the Press of the 
place where the execution was to take 
place? It had been urged that he had 
not proved that it was usual to give notice; 
but could anyone anticipate that in the 
Parliament of a British community a single 
man would have been found to justify 
secret execution ? He had not attempted 
to prove that it was customary to giYe 
notice simply because he took it for granted 
that it would be conceded it had always 
been the rule. It was one of the safeguards 
attached by the laws of the land to all 
proceedings in courts of justice that they 
should be public. The sentence of death 
was incomplete when passed. The Judge 
sentenced a man to be hanged on a day to 
be fixed by the GoYernor, and when that 
time was fixed it ought to be made 
public. This man was condemned in 
'rownsville, he believed. Who knew that 
he had been removed to Brisbane? When 
did the matter come before the Executive 
Council? It must have been hurried, for 
it could be only a week or two since 

the man was brought down. His motion 
had been met by the purely technical 
answer that all who were appointed by 
the law were present; but the law said 
that all magistrates in the colony could 
attend if they liked. How were they to 
know unless the matter was notified through 
the Press ? 'fhe Colonial Secretary con
demned himself out of his own mouth. 
Who knew of the execution, except some 
hon. members opposite P He believed that 
in every part of the world the practice 
always prevailed of giving notice to the 
Press when capital punishment was carried 
out. Had it eYer been departed from 
in a British community, and rould an in
stance be given, occurring preYiously to 
this, where the Under Colonial tSecret~ry 
had not given information to the Press? 
Then the House had been told that some 
reporter of the Cou.rier· knew of the execu
tion. vV as that an excuse at all? 

The CoLONIAL SEcRETARY: We don't 
want an excuse. 

Mr. GrtiFFITH said the hon. gentleman 
said the Government did not require an 
excuse. He believed the hon. gentleman 
was rather proud of being the author of 
secret execution. \V ell, he might be proud 
of it, as he was of many other things that 
he did. He (Mr. Griflith) was shocked at 
it, and considered it a lamentable occur
rence, which should not be treated with 
levity. What had become, he would ask, 
of the unfortunate man who had been sen
tenced to death in January? Had he 
been executed, or was he still lying in 
prison awaiting his sentence? · Surely, the 
public had a right to know what had 
become of the man. It was shocking 
to contemplate that such a thing could 
occur in a British colony-that a man 
could lie in gaol under sentence of death 
for an indefinite time, and that the public 
might know nothing about him until he 
was dead. The matter was of verv serious 
importance. He was glad to hear the 
Premier admit that it would be a good thing 
that publicity should be given when the ex
treme penalty of the law- was to be carried 
out, but he (Mr. Grif!ith) went further, 
and said that it was part of their unwritten 
law that notice should be given ; every 
magistrate had a right to be present, and 
the law clearly contemplated that publicity 
should be provided. He was glad to think 
that, after the discussion, it was impro
bable such a thing would occur again, and 
he would now ask for leave to withdraw 
his motion for adjournment. 

Motion withdrawn accordingly. 

ELECTORAL ROLLS BILL-00:\.f. 
MITTEE. 

The House went into Committee to fur
ther consider this Bill ; but, on the motion 
of the PREMIER, the Chairman left the 
chair and reported no progress. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT-ADJOURNED 
DEBATE. 

On the PREMIER moving that the Speaker 
leave the chair, and the House resolve 
itself into Committee of Ways and Means, 

Mr. J. R. DrcKSON said: It is my inten
tion to open the discussion upon the 
Financial Statement delivPred on \Vednes
day last; and therefore, before the House 
goes into Committee of \Vays and Means, 
I purpose commenting upon the financial 
policy of the Government as disclosed by 
the Colonial Treasurer. I mean to confine 
myself strictly to the financial aspect of the 
Statemen~, leaving the general policy of the 
Go>ernment to be travt'rs.:d by subsequent 
speakPrs. I do not think a period in our his
tory can be found when a FinancialStatement 
was lookeu forward to with greater expecta
tion. Several circumstancJs have combined 
to cause this : the country has been suffer
ing from severe depression, and there has 
been a large and unparalleled shrinkage in 
our revenue; consequently all persons inte
rested in the colony naturally desired to 
see the Government proposals, and to learn 
our exact financial position. In addition to 
this, we have been invariably told since the 
session opened, whenever information has 
been sought from the Government either 
upon questions of departmental manage
ment, of Ministerial change, or of their 
general policy, that we must wait for the 
Financial t-ltatement, as it would clearly 
embody the p')licy of the Government. 
We have also been told that we hud no 
right to endeavour to extract information 
from the Government until the Statement 
was presented; and it must also be borne 
in mind that the Opening Speech of the 
se~sion gave but a meagre delineation of 
policy-it was a complete enigma of a 
policy, meaning everything or nothing. 
Placing confidence in these utterances of 
the Ministry, hon. members may have felt 
reassured for a time; but I am convinced 
that, if they will candidly express their 
convictions, they will admit that their ex
pectations of a vigorous comprehensive 
policy emanating from the Government 
have outmarched thCJ feeble performance 
shown in the Financial Statement, and if 
they had any hopes that the Statement 
would indicate a financial reform suitable to 
the times they have also been diRpelled. The 
:Financial Statement has the merit of being 
terse and concise; it is also accompanied 
by tablt's which are issued periodically, 
and which, to gentlemen interested in 
obtaining reliable information, afford means 
of securing it not to be found elsewhere. 
On this occasion they present several 
new features well worthy of considera
tion, and they are periodically collated 
on a platform removed entirely from 
the political feelings of the Treasurer. 
I have no contention whatever with 
these figures and tables ; but, on the con-

trary, I shall endeavour to, elucidate my 
arguments with their assistance. This is 
the most that I can say in commendation 
of the Financial Speech, which is replete 
with inconsistencies of statement and 
policy as expressed by many prominent 
members of the Government. To these, 
however, I will more particularly allude as 
I proceed with my remarks ; but one of my 
greatest objections to the speech is that 
it has been made to abdicate the true 
functions of a Financial Statement, which 
are to lay before the country an impartial 
revie1v of the state o£ the Treasury, and to 
give the expectations of the Treasurer con
cerning the future. I hold that the pre
sent Statement has exceeded its legitimate 
functions. It has been issued more as a 
"Ministerial manifesto" with the view of 
stating the great benefits which will accrue 
from the policy of the present occupants 
of the Treasury benches, and, inferentially, 
the jeopardy into which the country 
has been placed by the alleged misdoings 
of the late Government. I have also to 
urge as an indictment against it that it 
leaves untouched many important matters 
which should have been dealt with, and 
descants upon smaller matters which might 
have been omitted. Foremost among its 
sins of omission is the extraordinary ab
sence of all reference to the question of the 
banking account. No reference has been 
introduced in it as to the reasons which 
justified the Government in accepting the 
tender of one of the banks, although there 
is a very interesting table inserted showing 
the comparative charges which would have 
accrued under the respective tenders of the 
two banks which sent in offers for the pub
lic account; but there is no information 
given as to the reasons which guided the 
Treasurer and the Ministry in accepting 
the tender of one of these banks. In addition 
to this there is also a very extraordinary 
omission in the entire absence of any allu
sion to the causes which led to the disturb
ance of the special deposits with the banks 
-a disturbance which was made not for 
the purpose of replenishing the public ac
count, but with a view to placing addi
tional deposits in a bank of which the 
Treasurer is an ex-director, and the 
Colonial Secretary a director. Table 
H reveals to us a very remarkable fact 
in connection with the disposal of the 
public balances. Under the existing 
agreement with the Government bankers, 
the minimum sum of £200,000 ought to be 
retained in their custody before deposits 
are made Plsewhere. This agreement is 
still in existence, and will not expire 
until the lOch of September ; but from 
the table that I have mentioned we find 
that while the amount with the present 
bankers of the colony has been reduced to 
£165,000, the fortunate tenderer for the 
public account, but whose tender has not 
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yet come into force, has been favoured 
with a deposit of a quarter of a million
being nearly £100,000 in excess of the 
amount said to be in the account with the 
Union Bank on the 30th of April. On this 
matter the Colonial Treasurer has main
tained silence. It is not my intention 
to mix up the financial condition of 
the country with the subject of the 
banking account. I wish to confine myself 
strictly to the Treasurer's Speech, and in
tend to reserve for a future opportunity a 
general discussion upon the whole ques
tion of the public banking business. The 
Treasurer commences his review of the 
Consolidated Revenue by pointing to a con
siderable divergence between my estimate 
in last May and the probable receipts for 
the year ending June 30th, and he points 
to the facts in table W, showing an extraor
dinary decline in value of our exports 
during the year 1878, indicating that in 
this matter my estimate was entirely wide 
of the mark. This table is my justification; 
an:l, while I freely admit that there is a 
very great dive'l:'gence from the actual 
Treasury receipts and the amount estimated 
by me-a depression, I confess, that I could 
not in my judgment forecast-still I would 
invite hon. members to look attentively 
at the figures set forth in this table. 
It will there be found that during the years 
1875, 1876, and 1877, our average exports 
per head of population amounted to about 
£19; while, in 1878, a very marked reduc
tion occurred, the amount being only 
£13 10s. per head. The hon. the Treasurer 
must ]mow, and hon. members must also 
be aware of the fact, that my last budget 
was framed in the beginning of 187t1, and 
I could only have the statistics of pre
ceding years for my guidance. The de
clension that has occurred ha~ taken place 
in 1878 ; and I trust the Treasurer himself 
has taken fully into his consideration, in 
framing his estimate for the approaching 
year, the depression which is herein shmvn, 
the effects of which the colony is now 
feeling, and will feel during the ens1!ing 
year. As I have already stated, I freely 
admit that there has been a remarkable 
divergence from the estimate I made in 
May, 1878; but there are many causes 
which might reasonably produce that 
divergence. Not only has there been very 
great and unparalleled depression in our 
own colony, but this state of things has 
been largely brought about by the wretched 
state of trade at home-by the crises which 
have visited some of the larger provincial 
banks in England, leading immediately to 
the paralysing of trade andmanufacture, and 
restricting to a considerable extent trade re
lations with the Australian colonies. vVehere 
have suffered doubly; we have suffered from 
the decrease in our own production, and 
also from the disturbance of trade relations 
with the mother country, brought about 

by the financial and commercial panics to 
which I have referred. The general fea
tures of the Treasurer's l'tatement, accord
ing to his own Yiews in connection with the 
Consolidated HevennP at the present time, 
arP, to cover the deficit in the revenue, to 
some extmt, by transferring from the Hail
way ReserYes Fund the sum of £1:21,759-
for the future he proposes to abolish the 
railway reserves altogetlwr; to decrease 
the general expenditure of the Government; 
and to transfer c0rtain votes for roads and 
bridges from the general Estimates, so as 
to be constructed under local rates. His 
views with regard to the tariff have no 
bearing, I take it, upon the revenue he 
expects to receive during the ensuing year, 
inasmuch as in one portion of his remarks 
he says their object is-

" To amend the tariff with a view to lighten· 
ing the burdens on a p 1rtion of the p~pulation 
on whom that tariff has pressed too heavily, 
and to placing them on others who have 
hitherto escaped their equitable share of taxa· 
tion." 

He also says-
" At the present time our tariff presents 

anomalies and inequalities which have long 
called for redress, which, in fact, has been 
repeatedly promised by previous Governments. 
To these anomalies I hope to find time during 
the session to draw the attention of the Hou•e. 
A revised tariff will be submitted, not with the 
object of increasin~ the amount of revenue 
raisetl throu)!h the Customs, but with the hope 
of lessening the anomalies and rectifying the 
incidence of taxatiun." 

Therefore, so far as the hon. gentleman's 
views coune!'ted with the Customs are 
concerned, we are not led to expect that 
there will be any augmentation of revenue 
from that source. The chief feature, there
fore, of his revenue propo~als i~, first, to 
transfer the sum of £1~1,000 from the R:til
way Reserves Fund and place it to the credit 
of the general revenue. The hon. gentle
man might just as well have submitted to 
us at once the total amount of deficiency, 
and the amount nc)cessary on loan estimate 
to have wiped out that deficiency, be
cause we see from table Z 3 that he 
requires, to complete the railways al
ready authorised within the reseHes, a 
sum of £517,000, whidt, of eourse, would 
have been reduced, and less requir~d from 
the public creditor, had the sum of 
£1:21,000 not been transferred to general 
revenue account. I am aware the hon. 
gentleman has persistently ex pressed him
self opposed to the operation and the 
administration of the 1\ailway Heserves 
Act, and therefore he is quite consistent 
at the present time in tal\ing the earliest 
opportunity of advocating their repeal. 
But while he holds the opinion that terri
torial revenues should go into the Consoli
dated Revenue, I would refer him to the 
opinion of the present Postmaster-General, 
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which will be found in a debate on the Rail
way Reserves Bill, in May, 1877, when 
Mr. Buzacott, then the representative of 
Rockhampton, moved as an amendment 
several propositions, the fourth of which 
embodied the prindple·-

" That the public interests imperatively ue
mand the immediate introduetion of a mea,ure 
embodyin11; as its essential principle the setting 
apart of the entire proceeds of rents anu sales 
of Crown lands to a separate account, to be 
called the Territorial Revenue Fund, against 
which expenditure under the following heads 
alone shall be chargeable-namely, 

(a) Interest accruing on the public debt 
already incurred. 

(b) Interest on further loans authorised by 
Parliament for public works and im
migration. 

(c) Votes for roads, bridges, and buildings. 
(d) Sinking fnnd for ultimate liquidation of 

public debt. 

Although the hon. member at that time re
ferred to the circumstance that this motion, 
if carried, would give increased security to 
the public creditor-a view, however. in 
which few members of the House partici
pated-his chief object in dedicating these 
moneys to territorial revenue was to pro
vide that the whole of the Crown lands of 
each district should be kept ap:.trt, so as to 
create a fund to be available for the carry
ing out of rail ways and other public 
works in such districts. The late member 
for Hockhampton was a very strong advo
cate of a territorial fund_ I am free to 
admit that he did not support the prin,·iple 
of the Railway Reserves Bill, because, as 
he said, it was unfair to make a partial 
allocation of territorial revenue to one or 
two district~ ; but he was distinctly in 
favour of the whole territorial revenue, 
including auction sales, pre-emptive pur
ehases, homestead and conditi01ul pur
chase'S, and pastoral rents, being placed to 
a separate fund for the purpost's I have 
indicated. Therefore, there must be a 
conflict of opinion between the Postmaster
General and the Premier concerning the 
absorption into revenue of the moneys accru
ing from a portion of the territorial estate 
and dedicated to railway construction. I 
will not go so far as the late member 
for Jlockhampton did; but I will say 
that the railway res,•rves have produced 
this benefit-they have, at any rate, 
shown us the value o£ our territorial 
estate ; they have also shown us that our 
territorial estate can be made to produce 
considerably to the exigencies of the 
reYenue; and I think, I will show, further 
on in my remarks, that the hon. Treasurer 
himself is not.above taking a leaf out of 
their book by proposing to obtai:c. for fur
ther rail way construction proceeds from 
land sales within special districts. I have 
always contended that our territorial 
sources produce too little to the exigencies 

of the State ; and indeed, if we look at one 
of the tables furnished bv the Treasurer
table M --we will see that our land revenue 
has declined from £2 5s. 3d. per head of 
the population in 1877-8 to £1 15s. 4d. in 
the present year; and on referring to table 
N we see that the total land revenue re
eeived this vear is actually less by about 
£100,000 th~n the amount we received last 
year and previous years. This is an intel
ligible explanation, combined with reduced 
recPipts through the Custom-house, of our 
present position, and of the causes of the 
divergence from my previous estimate. 
But my contention is this-that if we are 
to proceed with the construrtion of large 
public works through sparsely-populated 
districts, we must, at anv rate, obtain from 
such districts revenue of some kind which 
will be sufficient to defray the cost of rail
way~ through those districts, so that 
the charge for interest upon the cost 
of their construction shall not he sad
dled upon the general taxpayer. And 
I will point out to the Treasurer that, 
while there is great divergence, unfortu
nately, between my estimate and the actual 
receipts, he allowed an opportunity to pass 
by him which would have helped very con
siderably to place the Treasury in a better 
position. I refer to recent sales of pastoral 
leases in settled districts. '!.'he way those 
sales were conducted, by being placed in 
the market in surh a manner that all com
petition was shut out, would lead us to 
suppose that the hon. gentleman's regard 
for the interests of the Crown tenants was 
greater than his due regard for the exigen
cies o£ the Treasury. vVhen we comider 
that over 12,000 square miles of land 
were re-offered during the year, I contend 
that sources of immediate revenue were 
pre~ented to the Treasurer that he ought to 
have availed himself of, instl'ad of' en
deavouring to show us what he stated to 
be the disastrous nature of the measure 
which gave him the power to offer those 
runs to public sale. If he had shown 
clue regard to the requirements of the Trea
sury, 1 believe the deficit he has repre
sented as likely to exist on the 30th of June 
would be very considerably diminished. 
vVith r<'gard to the Treasurer's ways and 
means for the year, I shall heartily con
gratnlatl' him i£ he succeeds in obtaining 
the rennuc which he has estimated. But 
we can only judge of the possibility of 
obtaining such revenue by contrasting the 
operations of preceding years, and I think 
I will clearly point out to the House 
that the Ti·easurer has at the present time 
discounted the future much more largely 
than even I did. Jn 1875-6 we received in 
revenue £1,263,268. The estimate framed 
that year for the succeeding year repre
sented £1,:390,0()0, showing an estimated 
increase of £13ti, 732. The actualincreasewas 
£173,313- In 1876-7 we received £1,436,581, 
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and the estimate for 1877-8 was £1,557,000, 
an increase of £120,000 upon the previous 
year. The actual increase was £122,530. 
In 1877-8 we received £1,559,111, and my 
estimate at that time repr.:sented £1,694,000, 
which was an estimate based upon the 
ac.tual receipts in the Treasury _at that time, 
and showing an increase of £134·,889. Now 
we come down to the position of the Trea
sury at the present time. The Treasurer 
himself estimates that we will receive 
£1,460,000 by the 30th of June next, and 
upon that assumption he has estimated for 
the ensuing year that we will receive 
£1,658,000- an increase of £198,000-
considerably more than has been re· 
ceived in the most proHperous year 
of the colony's existence. I cannot see 
that he has any reasonable probability of 
enjoying this amount of revenue, which 
would indicate a condition of unparalleled 
prosperity. His own tables show that 
there was a larger falling off of exports last 
year than during any previous years ; and 
yet in the face of those tables, which are 
for our future guidance-because if our 
exports diminish the effect must necessarily 
react upon the condition of the colony gene
rally-we are told he estimates a larger 
increase than has been obtained by any 
Treasurer during the last five years. 
The hon. gentleman may say that his en
larged estimate is justified because, by the 
abolition of the Railway Reserves .Act, he 
will have an increased revenue from lands, 
and there is a good deal of force, apparently, 
in the argument; but, again, I say we can 
only judge of the future by the operations 
of the past; and, if table " N" be again 
referred to, it will be seen that during the 
present year we have only received £51,000 
from the railway reserves. Now, supposing 
that amount be deducted from the £198,000 
increase the Treasurer expects this year, he 
would still have to find £147,000 for next 
year, which of itself is a much larger esti
mate than has been made by any Treasurer 
for the last four years. I do not care 
to challenge the whole of the estimate. 
Under ordinary circumstances I should 
fee 1 disposed to accept it without hesita
tion; but at the present time, for reasons I 
shall give, I feel inclined to demur to the 
hon. gentleman's expectations of land reve
nue. He expects tp receive from land 
revenue alone an increase upon the present 
year's receipts of £96,000. I lmuld ask hon. 
members, is there any probability of such 
an alteration in the circumstances of the 
people of this colony as would justify us in 
assuming that operations in the purchase 
of land- in the payments for pre-emp
tives or taking up land under home
stead or conditional selection-are likely 
to be so extemive as is here represented? 

say there is not; and I shall show, 
further on, that the policy of the 
Government is of that character that it 

will tend to discourage at the present time, 
and possibly for the next year, any pur
chasers from locking up money in landed 
property. I would also point out that 
while the hon. gentleman's auction revenue 
is estimated at £700,000-in which I presume 
he includes the public sales within the rail
way reserves-he will suffer a diminished 
revenue under a head which is not here at all 
adverted to. The item of "other receipts" 
in miscellaneous 8ervices is set down at 
£99,000. Now, the chief ingredients of 
which that item i~ composed are, interest 
accruing on the public balances in the banks, 
together with interest accruing upon moneys 
which have been at the present time absorbed 
by the construction of railways within the 
railway reserves. Hon. members will see 
from table "Z 3," that there has been 
provision made on account of railways 
within the railway reserves, the actual 
amount being £1,940,000. Now, the interest 
upon this amount is credited to the general 
revenue under the head of "miscellaneous 
receipts," either as accruing upon unex
pended moneys in the banks, or as interest 
charged upon the money which is 
absorbed by the construction of railways ; 
aud, should the hon. gentleman succeed 
in repealing the Hailway Reserves .Act, 
he would place himself in this position 
-that he will not get from the railway 
reserves, periodically, an interest at the 
rate of 5 per cent. under the provisions 
already made for the construction of these 
lines. Of course, the hon. gentleman might 
say that he will have, during the year, 
large sums at fixed deposits in the banks, 
the interest of which will recoup this 
special service to the extent of his expecta
tions ; but he cannot deny that, under the 
agreement entered into with the bank 
whose tender has been accepted, this bank 
is not bound to hold at interest any sum 
exceeding £400,000. Therefore, he would 
have to look elsewhere for some other 
banks to be custodians of the money, so as 
to make it productive. 

The PREMIER: Hear, hear. 
Mr. DrcKSON :Well, I can tell him that, 

under the increased limit fixed with the 
fortunate tenderer, he will experience great 
difficulty in getting local banks to accept 
moneys on deposit unlPss under very 
special and guarded conditions-conditions 
as to the time money may lie, and condi
tions particularly as to the manner in 
which money may bo withdrawn. Under 
thPse circumstances, the hon. gentleman 
will find his miscellaneous receipts will be 
considerably interfered with, and, as I 
said before, he will have to provide not only 
for future interest for loan, but he will lose 
to the Consolidated Revenue the interest he 
would periodically obtain from the opera
tions of the Hailway Reserves Act. The 
Estimates of expenditure are said to have 
been framed so as to decrease the general 
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expenditure of the Government ; but 
when we analyse them what do we 
find P We find the Estimates-in-Chief 
under expenditure represent, apart from 
interest on the public debt, £1,214,484. 
The Estimates now before the House re
present an expenditure of £1,129,696, show
ing an apparent saving of £84.788. I,et 
us now see how this saving has been effec
ted. In doing so I will place before the 
House the amounts voted on the Estimates 
of 1878-9, and those on the Estimates-in
Chief for 1879-80, for roads and bridges in 
the different districts of the colony. In 
East and vV est Moreton the amount on the 
Esti~1ates for 1878-9 was £52,760; for 
1879-80, £20,000, showing a decrease of 
£32,760. Darling D 1wns, 1878-9, £22,850; 
Ul79-80, £13,500; decrease, £9,330. vVes
tern District, 1878-9, £6,300 ; 1879-80, 
£3,500; decrease, £2,800. \Vide Bay and 
Burnett District, 1878-9, £17,085; 1879-80, 
£9,700; decrease, £7,385. Central District, 
1878-9, £16,050; 1879-80, £8,600; decrease, 
£7,450. Northern District, 1878-9, £25,400; 
1879-80, £12,500; decrease, £12,900. The 
total decrease on these items alone is £72,6,15. 
If we deduct from this £72,000 the amount 
of Supplementary Votes last year, so as to 
compare the two Estimates-in-Chief, we 
shall see that those for 1879-80 show an 
actual decrease of £48,395. The Esti
mates for 1879-80 show a decrease in the 
expenditure on buildings of £25,625 ; 
Public Institutions, Schools of Art, etc., 
£4,500; Agricultural and Horticultural 
Societies, £2,750; and Trustees of Ceme
teries, £1,200-making a total decrease 
under these headings as compared with the 
Estimates-in-Chief of the preceding year 
of £S2,470, being within a fraction of the 
reduction shown on the Estimates-in
Chief. Hon. members will see, therefore, 
that this reduction has not been effected 
by retrenchment, as we have been told so 
often, but by transferring from taxation to 
rates this very large amount of service, 
and which I contend that the public at 
present are not in a position to bear. I 
quite agre@ with the principle of local self
government, but it was incumbent upon the 
Government to introduce that measure 
gradually, and in such districts where it 
could be best borne: After the droughts 
of the three last years, and the g~neral de
pression of the agricultural interest of the 
colony, this is certainly not the time to exact 
from the people a sum of £84,000 for provid
ing their own roads and bridges ; and the 
Government have themselves endeavoured 
to discountenance any attempt at local 
self-government by the introduction of the 
most unjust and partial scheme of assess
ment provided in the Divisional Boards 
Bill now on the talJle, and which at a 
future time will excite strong comment, 
I trust, from both sides of the House. 
We should J+atu:r~-tlly i.nfe:r, frorp. the ex. 

pressions made use of by the present Gov
ernment and their supporters, that they 
had set themselves resolutely to introduce 
a scheme for the retrenchment of salaries. 
Let us see what those retrenchments con
sist of. The Estimates-in-Chief show a 
decrease of persons (and I include the 
Police in this) numbering 238, with a cor
responding reduction of salaries amounting 
to £2±,509; and yet on another page of the 
Estimates we find that a sum nearly equal 
to this is to go to the increased maintenance 
of our railway lines and stores--thus at 
once sweeping a "\lay the whole of this appa
rent saving. I do not object t{) the increased 
amount being spent on the maintenance of 
our raihny lines, but I maintain that the 
increase now proposed is made in 
the worst possible form. Undt>r the 
existing system this expenditure is open to 
the scrutinv of hon. members, but the one 
proposed affords opportunity for Ministerial 
prodigality and patronage over which Par
liament can possibly have no check. The 
retrenchment of which we have heard so 
much is simply a re-distribution of expen
diture, and its tendency up to the present 
time has been to drive out of the colony a 
large number of the labouring classes 
who could least afford to bear the loss of 
employment. Then, again, I must point out 
that in some of the subdivisions the amounts 
put down are so small that the necessary 
work cannot be performed within the speci
fied sums. This can only lead to one re
sult-namely, heavy Supplementary Esti
mates. 'fhe Treasurer has not said a ""ord 
about Supplementary Estimates ;-possibly 
he labours under the delusion which besets 
all new occupants of his office, that he 
wiil be able to dhpense with them entirely. 
If the hon. gentleman has that idea he is 
labouring under a great mistake, for it 
is impossible that the services can be ac
curately forecast or performed on the 
amounts set down against them. It will 
not be out of place to point out to hon. 
members that since 1859, when Queensland 
first became an independent colony, up to 
the end of 1878, our Supplementary Esti
mates have amounted to £1,821,414, or 
within a fraction of £100,000 per annum; 
while within the last five years, from 1873 to 
1878, our Supplementary Estimates ave
raged annually £129,610. These are figures 
taken from the tables which the hon. gen
tleman has himself supplied to the House, 
and they indicate unmistakably that he is 
labouring under a delusion if he consoles 
himself with the idea that he will have 
no Supplementary Estimates to produce. 
And what, after all, is the saving which the 
hon. gentleman endeavours to show, be
tween the two sides of his ways and means 
and expenditure? It is only £51,453-a 
sum which will be entirely extinguished if 
any deficiency arises under the heads of 
land :reventw and miscellaneous receipts, 
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to which I l1ave previou~ly referred. Let 
us see what the actual p<•sition of the 
Treasury will be on the 30th June, 1880; 
and this is information which e.-cry 
TreasurPr ought to give to the Committee. 
I accept the Treasurer's own figures with 
the exception of the Supplementary Esti
mates of which he has taken no notice, but 
which I think I am justified in introducing 
for the very substantial reasons I han 
given. 

The PREMIER: Have you examined table 
I? That gives you the state of the Trea
sury at the end of the year. 

Mr. DrcKsON : Accepting the Colonial 
Treasurer's own Estimates both of revenue 
and expenditure, let us see how he stands 
at the end of the financial year. His esti
mate of receipts is £1,658,000, and his 
estimated expPnditure £1,606,547, showing 
an excess of revenue over expenditure of 
£51,453. If lwn. members will tum to 
table I, they will see that on the :~Oth 
June, 1880, in addition to the very heavy 
balance clue to the Consolidatedl~evemw, to 
be reduced by a subsequent tramfer of 
railway reserves money, there is outstand
ing for unexpended votes of previous years 
a sum of £259,387. This is an abnormally 
large amount, and considerably in excess 
of the amounts which have been outstand
ing at corresponding periods of previous 
years. Of this amount the Colonial Trea
surer estimates that £50,000 must lapse, 
bringing down the net liability to £209,387. 
Accepting that position, how do we find the 
hon. gentleman standing? He admits that 
he commences on the 30th June, 1879, with a 
debtor balance of£170,928, and the estimated 
expenditure for 18'79-80 is put clown at 
£1,606,547, while the estimated revenue 
for that year is £1,658,000 ; consequently, 
his position on 30th J unc, 1880, will be as 
follows:-

DR. 

:Balance at debit of Con
solidated Revenue on 
30th June, 1879 

Table I.-Unexpended 
votes of previous years 
-on that date abnor
mally large ... 

Estimated to lapse 

Estimated expenditure, 
1879-80- (these are 
Treasurer's own fig
ures) ... 

Supplementary Esti-
mates (which must be 
heavy, for reasons al
ready stated , . 

£ £ 

259,387 
50,()00 

170,928 

209,::!87 

1,606,54 .. 7 

100,000 

£2,086,862 

CR. 

By Transfer from Rail
way Reserves ... 

Estimated Revenue 
for 1879-80 

Probable amount of 
unexpended -votes 
outstanding on '-lOth 
June, 1880 

£ 

121,759 

1,658,000 

200,000 

£1,979,759 

Thus showing a probable cash deficiency on 
30th June, 18il0, of £170,103. When the 
Colonial Treasurer has the opportunity of 
examining these figures carefully, I do not 
think he will admit that I have drawn them 
with any desire to exaggerate the unfortunate 
position which he will very likely occupy at 
the end of the financial year we are now 
entering upon ;-my reason for introducing 
thorn is to show that the Colonial 'l'reasurer 
should at once face the real difficultiPs of 
the day. I maintain that his policy, which 
merely consist~, so far as revenue 1s con
cerned, in transferring £121,000 from rail
way rPserves, is utterly inadequate to the 
exigencies of the present situation. Several 
avenues were legitimately open to him for 
increasing his resources, without being 
compelled to look to the Custom-house for 
that purpose. He might very fairly look 
for them to other sources which are to be 
found, and for which those who should 
he assessed would be well ·able to pay. 
Hy that means he might have submitted 
some real scheme of financial reform for 
which the colony at no previous period of 
its existence stood in greater need. I 
think it will be obvious to all hon. mem
bers that these perennial exhibitions of a 
deficient revenue do not tend to increase 
confidence in the public creditor. '\Ye are 
now applying continuously to the English 
capitalists for assistance, and surely our 
object should be to show that we ha-ve 
those resources within ourselves which 
will at any rate enable us to meet our 
current expenses before asking them· to 
hand over to us the control of large sums 
of money which they will see is actually 
to fill a deficit in the general revenue. 
Table N, gi,·ing incidence of taxation, 
shows that such incidence was, during 
1877-8, at the rate of £3 Ss. 4d. per head 
of the population, and that during the 
prc~cnt year it is estimated only at 
£3 Os. lOd. per head of the population. 
This reduction is no doubt caused by 
diminished consumption; buc the Colonial 
Treasurer would have beeiJ. quite justified 
in casting about him and restoring the 
tariff to its normal condition as shown in 
preceding years, which would ha-ve afforded 
him relief to extent of £80,000, and Qneens
landers would have had no reason to 
complain had there been increased taxa-
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tion in that direction, inasmuch as such 
taxation would have been no heavier than 
that borne by our fdlow colonists in 
New Zealand. ·what I chiefly contend 
for is, that seeing the necessitous cir
cumstances of the revenue, the Colonial 
Treasurer was bonnd to have adoptPd such 
means as would have guaranteed the 
colony from these annual deficien<-'iPs, with 
a view to Pxtingui~hing them altogether. 
In table Z 4, the Colonial Treasurer has 
furnished us with comparative estimates, 
showing what our consumption would pro
duce, assuming that we had the tariffs of 
New South \Vales, South Australia, or 
New Zealand. This is a very ingenious 
table, but at present we do not want so 
murh to know whether those tariffs would 
suit us, as how we can devise such ways and 
means -not necPssarily through the Cus
tom-house-as will enable us to meet an 
inexorable and ever-augillenting expGndi
ture. I am of opinion that it is desir
able evPn to make the industrial elasses 
of the colony pay a little more for the 
commodities they consume, giving them at 
the same· time perpetual employment, 
rather than supply them with eheap:r 
commodities and deprive thPm of the op
portunity of employment. The two things 
ought to go hand in hand. The Govern
ment, while insisting on retrenchment, do 
not keep in vic>w the straitened eircurn
stances of a large number of our fellow
colonists, whom we hanJ introduced here 
at romiderable expc>nsP. and whom it is 
our duty to assist, by a judicious expendi
ture on ronds and public works, in tiuws of 
depression like the present, when money 
i~ scarce and labour hardly to be ob
tained. Therefore, the vropositions of the 
Colonial Treasurer, so far as revenue is 
concerned, arc altogether inadequate to the 
requirements of the <-'Olony, and are such 
as will most probably result in a very large 
deficiency on the 30th June, 1880. The 
Colonial Treasurer then proceeds to deal 
with the loan acount; and before entering 
on that matter, I should have liked to learn 
the causes which led him to place our 
last loan on the London market at 
such a remarkably low figure -how 
it came about that we could only re
ceive £89 per <-'ent. for our loan, while 
New South \Vale~, within five weeks 
thPr;oafL'r, received within a fraction of £99, 
and that in the face of our previous loans 
having been floated at considerably higher 
figures. If there had been any actual ne~os
sity for obtaining the money earlier than the 
end of the financial year the Colonial Trea
surer might have maintained his position, 
but he cannot show us that the Treasury 
was so depleted in actual rash balances, 
either here or in England, that th2re was 
an absolute necessity io go into the market 
at that time and float a loan at such an 
unprecedentcdly low quotation. I trust 

this will be a warning to the hon. gentle
man, and it is a matter of great importance 
to consider whether he should be entrusted 
with his proposed new loan of three mil
lions without --some assurance that the 
money is to be plaeed at a higher quota
tion than £89. The chief feature of the 
new loan is £1,500,000 to extend trunk 
lines of railway, and also the amount re
quired to be provided to complete the rail
ways already authorised by Parliament; 
and there are required, in addition to this, 
£100,000 for immigration-a subJeCt with 
which I shall leave other hon. members to 
deal-and a sum of £300,000 is alluringly 
disylayed to provide for branch railways in 
one part of the colony. One-half of the 
proposed loan of three millions is to be ex
pended on the extension of main lines of 
railway. The Colonial Treasurer said he in
tended to try the experiment on branch lines 
on the Darling Downs, and, -without com
menting on the locality chosen, I will simply 
express a dPcided opinion that this sum for 
branch railways is an utterly inadequate 
provision, if there is any sincerity in the 
professions of ihe Government to attempt 
the construction of branch lines of railway 
wh,~re most needed. The other items are 
-electric telegraphs, £40,000 ; loans to 
lo<-'al bodies, £200,000; harbours and 
rivers improvement, £200,000; and public 
buildings, £60,000 ;-making altogether 
a sum of about £2,980,000. Before 
proceeding to review the constituent 
parts of this estimate, I shall comment on 
the mannrr in which the hon. gentle
man intends to pro1·ide interest upon 
this large amount of borrowed money. 
The Treasurer wishes to commit the House 
to a prop,)sal to borrow some three millions 
of money by loan, and, while I myself do 
not dissent from a loan of this magnitude 
at the present time, I think I am quite 
justified in criticbing the distribution of 
these loaned moneys, and also in referring 
to the extraordinary expectations by which 
the Treasurer proposes to defray the inte
rest. He says that interest will amount to 
£133,000, and to this amount he will have 
to add a further sum of £87,000 odd to 
provide for the interest o£ those loan 
moneys already borrowed and in course of 
expenditure within the railway reserves 
for the construction of lines already 
authorised by Parliam;:>nt. This will con
stitute a permanent annual charge upon Re
venue for this loan and those previously ob
tained of £220,000. Let ns see how the Trea
surer intends to obtain this amount. In the 
Financial ::3tatement he proceeds to say-

" To provide interest, for this amount about 
£133,000 per annun will be required, and the 
Government, in selecting the works Qn which 
the loan should be expended, have proceeded 
with a view to provide interest from the land, 
and so aver~ the necessity of additional taxa
tion. Every mile of railway by whH1 the 
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interior of the colony is penetrated makes 
available for pastoral occupation and for condi· 
tional and homestead selection, as well as for 
sale by other means, an additional armt of 
Crown lands previously almost valueless for any 
practical purpose. l'o the augmented land 
revenue thus procurable, and the revenue 
obtained from the increased railway traffic 
resulting from the extension of profitable 
settlement, the Government confidently look 
for ample means to defray the interest on the 
contemplated loau." 

The Trea~urer further says that-
" We believe the prospective hmd r•'venue 

will be adequate to pay the additional interest 
chal"ge involved by the policy here fore· 
shadowed." 

As I have already stated, taking his own 
figures, £220,000 will be required annually 
to provide for the charge upon this new 
loan and previous loan moneys. That is 
to be provided without at all interfering 
with the Treasurer's estimated revenue from 
lands accruing to the Consolidated Re
venue of the colony. \Ve can only judge 
of future possibilities by looking at what 
we have achieved in the past; and on 
referring to table N it will be seen that 
during the whole of the time the Railway 
Reserves policy has been in operation-now 
nearly four years-£430,1:35 has accrued 
from alienation of land within the reserved 
districts. If we add to this the amounts 
received from auction sales during the 
same period, and which went to the general 
revenue of the colony, we find £128,318 
acerued from auction sales, which, added to 
the previous amount, averages, during the 
time of the existence of the railway reserves 
the annual sum of £139,500. Yet, in the face 
of this, the Treasurer tells us he expects to 
obtain a land revenue to the extent of 
£220,000 by abolishing the railway re
serves system, and by looking to land 
solely for the means to provide the interest 
on his new loan. This is a very great 
exaggeration of the policy which was 
pursued by the preceding Administration, 
and must necessarily result in mischievous 
consequences, because I maintain that 
during the next year or two the purchasing 
powers of the colony in freehold pro
perty will be considerably restricted. 
The Treasurer, therefore, is relying upon 
expectations which are likely, to use 
his own words, to be falsified. The 
Treasurer may say,· in reply, that it is 
not the intention to sell lands by auction 
to the extent which I have intimated. Re 
may say that with increased pre-emptives 
and settlement along lines of railway, re
sulting from conditional and homestead 
selections, he will be prepared to make 
good his expectations ; but if he will reflect 
upon what he has received from railway 
reserves during the past four years for 
these special services, he will see that he 
Cl!-mWt so congratulate himself. We have 

received during the past four years in rail
way reserves, from pre-emptives alone, 
£66,000, while from homestead and condi
tional selections only £42,000 - in all 
£108,000, which is equivalent to receipts 
of about £27,000 per annum. I contend 
the Tre·1surer is bound to satisfy us more 
fully than he has condescended to do regard
ing his expectations of a territorial revenue 
sufficient to provide the interest of this large 
sum of money. It is very well for the 
Treasurer to statC' that these amounts will 
be received ; but I conteml that at t,he pre
sent time, in addition to the amounts he 
expects to receive from the territorial estate 
on account of the Consolidated Revenue, 
the expectation of £222,080 per annum ad
ditional from land will be entirely falsified, 
and if he cannot obtain this increased 
revenue from land what is the consequence ? 
It must be that the taxpayer of this colony 
will be saddlPd permanently with the aug
mented taxation nec~ssary to provide in
terest. There is no getting away from this 
position : and the hon. gentleman must 
satisfy the House as to the possibility of 
his obtaining this increased amount of in
terest in the manner indicated, without its 
becoming a permanent charge upon the 
taxpayer, who onght not at the present 
time to be called upon to contribute the 
interest of this loan, especially when we 
regard the features of its distribution. I 
contend that this million and a-half, which 
the hon. Colonial Treasurer proposes to 
borrow for extending railways into the 
interior, will not by any mea!lS produce the 
results anticipated by him-namely, the ac.~ 
commodation of settlement by conditional 
and homestead selection. The railways 
into the interior may be looked upon as 
merely conferring additional value on pas
toral properties held for speculative pur
poses; so that I contend, if the hon. TrPasurer 
wishes railways to be constructed for the 
benefit of one class onlv, he should show 
what prospect he has of obtaining 
from that class the revenue to pay the 
interest on the construction of such rail
ways, either from territory or from occupa
tion, or how he will assure the country 
against the interest on these railways be
coming a permanent c.harge on the general 
taxpayers ofthe colony. If the hon. gentle
man is relying on his present proposals to 
effect this, he is labouring under a 
hallucination which he will very soon dis
cover. Again, the hon. gentkman has not 
told us in what direction these railways are 
to go. He has merely stated that they are 
to penetrate the western country, but has 
given us no idea as to particulars. I will ask 
hon. members to refer to the railway re
ceipts, and say if the figures therein given 
justify us in committing ourselves to the 
construction of 500 miles of railways into 
the interior when the receipts from our 
railways ;tlready made !We d!lil! becoming 
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less in proportion to the extensions opened 
up. The Treasurer proceeds to say-

" For the immediate extensions of our lines 
into the interior, I believe it is essential to make 
provision, as I propose, by loan ; for future 
extensions, I think a strong effort should be 
made to have them cal'l'ied out ou anotherprin
cirle. Five hundred miles added to o_ur then 
main lines will carry each of them mto the 
richest of our country, of value sufficient !o 
tempt capitalists to undertake our future ra1l· 
way-making on the basis of laud grants." 

Now, it will be observed that the hon. 
gentleman, whilst entirely condemning the 
system of railway reserves, on the grounds 
of its allowing capitalists to lock up large 
tracts of land at less than their >alue, 
in advance of settlement, actually ad>o· 
cates further railway making on the basis 
of land grants. I would ask hon. mem
bers to note the inconsistencv of the hon. 
gentleman in .the s.tatement "he h~s pre
viously made m th1s House and m that 
which I have just quoted. Again, I must 
add that in addition to there being no in-· 
formation laid before the House as to the 
exact destination of these lines, we are as
sured, on the assumption of estimates never 
yet realised in this colony, that such rail
ways can be constructed within £3,000 per 
mile. I think, sir, that we should ha>e 
some proofs that they can be constructed 
for some economical sum before we allow 
ourscl>es to be committed to their con
struction. Now, sir, to point out the diver
gence of >iews between the members of 
the present Government, the hon. Trea
surer says-

" I do not think that it would be just to 
burden each district with the entire cost of its 
public works, or that the expenditure upon 
them should be provided solely from local 
taxation. The land revenue is general, and a 
large portion of it should therefore be applied 
to the improvement of the colony." 

When I heard these remarks I could 
hardly understand how the hon. gentleman 
could have assented to the introduction 
into this Chamber of a Financial Districts 
Bill. Certainly, the hon. Minister for 
Works must consider this a very question
able support of the measure on which he has 
set his heart largely, and which he hopes to 
see carried into law during the present 
session. With regard to branch lines of rail
way, I do not intend to go into any de
tails-my remarks are general ; but I con
sider that the provision made for these 
lines-namely, £300,000, will be found in
adequate if the Government really have 
them in contemplation, and that when a 
sttm of £1,500,000 is proposed for the 
extension of main lines into the interior, 
more consideration should be shown to
wards the settlers on the coast lands who 
have, under the present policy of the Gov
ernment, not only no reasonable hope of 
getting railways, but have actually to lose 
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the amount formerly put down for mak· 
ingtheir roads. I think I have sufficiently 
referred to the financial policy of the Gov
ernment, and I must say that I was dis
appointed at such meagre results being 
placed before the House, the mode pro
posed by the hon. Colonial Treasurer of 
meeting the difficulties of the colony being 
only a book-keeping transfer and altogether 
inadequate to our present serious position. 
I do not see that in causing public works 
to be pro>ided for out of local rates, in
stead of out of general taxation, the hon. 
gentleman is doing anything to contribute 
to prosperity. He proposes to borrow 
£3,000,000, half of which is to be applied 
to enhancing the value of pastoral occupa
tion, and I think it is incumbent on this 
House, however much we may wish to see 
such lines constructed for public purposes, 
to scrutinise most closely the mode in 
which it is proposed to pay the interest 
on the cost of such lines, and see that it 
does not become a permanent charge on the 
taxpayers of the colony. The hon. gentle
man has condemned the system of railway 
reserves,and would apply the balance of that 
fund, as it has accrued up to the present 
time, to assist a needy revenue. Yet, hav
ing condemned the reserve system, because 
it has locked up such large areas of land, 
he now consistently proposes to carry on 
future railway making on the basis of land 
grants. He proposes to expend half the 
loan on lines for pastoral lessees into the 
interior, whilst the settlers below the Range 
are to have the privilege of paying the in
terest on such lines whilst they are not to 
have anything done for them in the shape 
of roads, unless each district is specially 
taxed for the purpose. The Divisional 
Boards Bill, which is to come into operation 
as soon as it has passed both Houses, is not 
attended in their Financial Statement with 
any provision for working it. There is no 
provision for giving effect to the endowment 
clauses, there being no votes on the Esti
mates for such expenditure ; whilst the 
£51,000 surplus shown in the Estimates 
will ne>er exist, not only because estimated 
revenue is in excess of probabilities, but 
also because no provision has been made 
for Supplementary Estimates. If it be 
stated that the districts can be carried on 
from the £200,000 on loan, to be borrowed 
and advanced to them at interest, then the 
residents are in this position-they con
tribute the same as ever to the revenue, and 
are to get nothing from the revenue for 
roads, &c. ; while even for the endowment 
to which they become entitled under their 
local rates they have to provide an an
nual interest. The small amounts which 
ha>e been periodieally voted for the benefit 
of residents in towns and suburban dis
tricts, whether for horticultural socie
ties, schools cf art, maintenance of ceme
teries or reserves, are to be withdrawn,. 
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and the whole brunt of the reductions, 
or retrenchment as the Government chooses 
to call it, will press most heavily on 
the labouring classes of the colony. The 
policy of the Government, as disclosed in 
the Financial Statement, indicates rather 
an intention to decry the credit of the 
colony than to make that provision which 
is absolutely required if we wish to recover 
for the colony its temporary loss of pro
sperity. In illustration of this I would 
point to a table newly introduced among 
the Treasurer's tables-namely, Z 2, a re-_ 
turn of the number of sheep in each of the 
pastoral districts of Queensland for the ten 
years from 1869 to 18i8 inclusive. In it 
the Government set forth that there has 
been a diminution in the number of sheep 
to the extent of 3,200,000. This table 11·as 
only introduced, to my mind, to as~ist the 
Treasurer in asking this House to build 
railways to follow up the removal of sheep 
further westward. I think he ought, 
for the credit of the rolony, to have 
accon!panied this table with another show
ing to those outside the colony who 
are interested in Queensland statistics 
that, while we have suffered IL diminution 
of the number of sheep, it has been made 
up by the increase in cattle ;-for, by the 
statistics of the colony, while in 1869 
the number of cattle was 9\JJ,OOO, in 
1878 they had increased to 2,:300,000. 
I m stance this to justify my remarks that 
J consider the Gonrnment, during the 
period of their adn:inistration, have rather 
decried the credit of the colony than main
tttined it in that position whil'h t1tP country 
ha,; a right to assume. \Vhen the Colonial 
Treasurer, 011 vVcdnesday, elected to make 
his :Financial Statement in Committee of 
\Vays and 1\Ieans, I fully Pxpected he 
woultl have diselo~ecl not only the lteCPs~ity 
for providing additional rt'YPillH', but that 
his srlection in making his Finaneial StatP
ment in that Committee was an evidence of 
his intention to do so. UndPr present cir
cumstances, 1 fail to perceive the necessity 
of the Statement being deliYeretl in that i 

Committee. The hon. gentlt'man has not ' 
alluded to a single feature whereby revenue 
can be legitimately increased ;-even the 
Stamp Duties Bill was passed oyer in com
plete silence. At the present time we arP in 
ignorance as to how far we are justifil'd in 
providing legislation in that direction, or 
the assistance it will be to the Trea~ury. I 
contend the hon. gentleman shoultl have 
shown how he intended to llll'et the 
necessities of the reYenue. He must. 
face during the next year a cash de
ficiency of o>er £100,000, and he 
should set himself seriously to eonsider 
in what manner the revenue can be 
provided, so as to prevent the recurring 

. spectacle of an annual deficiency. I was 
rather surprised at a statement made by 
the Treasurer concerning Customs tariff. 

While he alluded to his intention to deal 
hereafter with the Customs tariff to al
leviate irregularities, and not with a view 
to obtaining increased revenue, he did not 
follow up such a declaration by immedi
ately submitting to the Committee pro
posals for such alterations, and instruct 
the Custom-house officPrs to collect under 
the amended list. I know no precedent 
of such an authoritative intimation being 
made, with a view of revising the tariff 
within a few weeks, and I am convinced 
that such an action has bePn highly in
jurious to the commercial interests. 
Holders of stocks, both bonded and free, 
are perplexed as to their future operations. 
Buyers only purchase from hand to mouth, 
in expectation that the amended tariff may 
disclose quotations more favourable to 
them. ThPrefore, I feel justified in saying 
that the Colonial Treasurer committed a 
grave error of judgment when he himself 
admitted that there are irregularities 
in the tariff demanding attention, and did 
not follow up the statement immediately by 
moving the amendments he proposed, and 
acting at once upon them. The Treasurer 
himself admits that, with regard to the 
fiscal condition of the colony, it is apparent 
that for many years the e>er-in"reasing 
cxpenniture has been met by an elastic 
revemw. Those were the years during 
which the eountry was presided over by a 
Liberal All ministration; but what e>idence 
do we see that that state of things is likely 
to be continued? The whole policy of the 
present GoYernment is of the character to 
depriye peoplP within the colonv of the 
employmPnt thPy might reasonably look 
forward to. I cannot see any proposal of 
the Treasurer which will stimulate, next 
year, the elasticity of the reYenue through 
the aelion of his own Administration. 
Then' is no doubt, as he has stated, the 
colony must reco,•er; but I contend that 
tlH; n'ltnral reeovery, ann the prosperity, 
ttttended by elasticity of revenue, ought 
not to be credited to any Government. 
1'h,, colony might just as well be without 
a GovPrnnwnt as have one which only main
tains itself in office not by any nwrits of its 
own, ann does not contribute io promote the 
pro;;perity of the colony, but accepts as 
owing to their own action the improYement 
which must naturally attend the re cowry of 
the colony from severe depression. The Co
lonial Treasurer will haYe to look deeper 
and further ahead, and it will not do for 
him ml rL'ly to congratulate him~el£ and 
the country upon the immt·cliatl' increase of 
prospt'rity. I£ we proceed with the con
struction of the \Y estprn lines-and that is 
the whole burtlen of the speech-we must 
n:Jt expret the immedittte appe:1rance of 
a finantialmillenium. I cannot see that 
the mere l'Ollslruction of those lines-the 
eost of which must be borne by the tax
paycr-"lrill eonducc to that desired result. 
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I contend that the Government have not 
gone the right way in their financial policy 
to promote the prosperity of the colony, 
or diselose such schemes as would in
crease the revenue and assist its recovery. 
It may be held by some that, when tinws 
are dull, it is desirable not to .disturb trade 
by introducing further taxation; but, to 
quote the words of a writer in a late 
article on finance-" Those are the very 
times when a Treasurer should look over 
the weak points in his armour and 
strengthen them." Taxation is at all times 
an unwelcome subject, but an increase not 
necessarily through the Custom-house, but 
through some other avenue, would have 
taught the taxpayer the necessity of eco
nomy on his part if he desired to see the 
colony pull through the existing depres
sion. The Government have not addressed 
themselves to meet the financial exigencies 
of the times; they have not promisPd nor 
attempted to remove or modify a single 
tax for the benefit of trade or to assist 
revenue. The whole scheme is weak and 
unsuited to the nry difficult position of 
financial matters in the colony-it is even 
worse in its mischievous tendeney. It 
tends to cast a glamour over the eyes of 
the people of this colony by the proposal 
to borrow a large amount of public money, 
a proposition at all times palatable to a 
large proportion of this romm unity, and 
purposes to expend a moiety of that large 
sum in the C')J1struction of public works 
for the benefit of one class solely. This 
must add enormously to the already 
heavy responsibilities of the country, and 
must be felt. permanently by the tax
payers. All these proposals which have 
been made by the Colonial Treasurn will 
be weighed and valued at their true worth 
by the majority of hon. members in this 
ChambPr when-and I trust it will be 
before long-of the merits of the policy , 
of the present Government they shall ha Ye 
become disillusioned. 

The l\liKrs·rER roR \Vorms (Hr. Mac
rossan) :-I think, sir, the hon. gentleman 
who has just sat down will not b8 offended 
by my tt'lling him that I ha Ye frequently 
heard him deliver b,,tter speeches. E.-ery 
hon. member who had a seat in the last 
Parliament must admit that, in compari
son with the hon. gentleman's previous 
speeches, his address was very poor indeed. 
And it is not from want of ability on his 
part, for I will do him the credit of saying 
that I b.:lieve he has great ability-greatPr 
than he has di:<played to-night ; but simply 
because he was unable to make any argu
ment sufficiently strong to injure tlw 
statement made bv the Treaslm:r. I shall, 
however, lean' tlte Colnuial Treasurer to 
deal with the hon. g<'ntlc:m:m' s speed1 so 
far as it relates to Hnancial matters, and 
also his criticiiim of the tables. I shall 
simply deal with one or two matters that 

fell from him with r"gard to the depart· 
ment I represent at the present time. But 
before making any special remarks upon 
any particular point in his speech, I will 
remark that it seemed to be a laboured 
argument against the extension or applica
bility of the principle of local government. 
Coming from the Treasurer of the late Minis
try whose principal card for years and years 
was local government, the statement was 
very ungraceful indeed. He charges us with 
attempting to bring forward local govern
ment at the wrong time, and says people 
will be called upon to tax themselves when 
they are not able to do so. Holders of 
property to be benefited by the improve
ments will not be able, he says, to raise 
any more taxes ; and yet he asks us to do 
what he says people themselves are unable 
to do. I ask, in the name of rommon 
sense, if people themselves are unable to 
be taxed any more, how are we to tax 
them any more? I maintain, so far 
from our action in regard to a few men 
being discharged from employment being 
injurious to the great bod.Y of the work
ing classes, our action has been beneficial; 
and I do not agree with the statement made 
by the hon. gentleman that we are obliged 
to find work for the people--that we are 
obliged to borrow money for the purpose of 
giving employment to people. If people 
are in distress we arc certainly obliged to 
assi~t them, but the hon. gentleman must 
proYe that they are in distress ; it is not 
because some men are idle thnt we should 
fine employment for them, but we have 
found work for three men to every one 
dismissed; and the hon. gentleman seems 
to forget the great body of working men 
who have been obliged to furnish 
the taxes for employing the few who 
were discharged. He commiserates the 
small handful, the 200 or 250 persons, who 
have bPen discharged from work which was 
not profitable to the country, and whose 
services could be easily diHpensed with, 
but he seems to forget the great body of 
taxpayers who were taxed unfairly to 
ket'p these men in employment ;-that 
argument comes badly from a gentle
man professing liberal principles, and 
if it be liberalism I care for none of 
it. If we find employment for people 
iL must .be on profitable reproductive works, 
and we have done this for three times the 
number dismissed. The hon. gentleman 
i~ not the atlvo<·ate of the working man as 
he pretends to be; he has repeatedly taken 
the part of the working man in this House, 
and said that we arc injuring the credit 
of the colony by dismissing men ; but this 
Local Government Bill, to the application 
of which he now objects, is in favour of the 
working man, antl is expressly intended to 
bendit him by relieving him from paying 
taxes for enhancing the nlue of·property, 
as he has done eYer since the colony be-
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came independent. This Local Govern· 
ment Bill will be the means of taxing pro
perty, and relieving the working man of the 
taxes which he has been hitherto paying, 
and which have been spent by Liberal 
Governments and those who preceded 
them for the enhancement of property. 
I say we are the real advocates of 
the working man, and shall benefit 
him by taking from him the taxes 
hitherto paid by him and putting them 
on the holders of the property which 
has been enhanced in value by the expendi
ture of the ten millions that the colony 
has borrowed. It is time we arrived at 
this stage: although employment is scarce 
it is time we had this state of things 
altered, and the burdens placed upon the 
shoulders of those best able to bear them, 
and who ought to bear them. The hon. 
gentleman says that we are proposing to 
take railways into the interior for the 
profit and benefit of holders of pastoral 
country, there. I do not mean to go 
into the debate over the three-million 
loan afresh, for that is the sum and 
substance of the ar gument; but if we 
are going to extend railways into the 
interior it will not be for the benefit of the 
pastoral lessees, but it will be for the pur
pose of enhancing the value of the property 
of the people. The Crown lands of the 
colony are the property of the people, and 
by every farthing that we increase their 
value we increase the value of the people's 
property ;-no amount of argument can dis
place this fact that Crown lands are the 
property of the people of this colony, and 
that if they are allowed to go to waste as 
they are at present in the interior, that 
property will be of no benefit to the great 
body of the people ; but if we spend 
money upon it, the same as any person 
having land which requires improvement, 
and enhance its value, we enhance the value 
of the people's property, and will derive 
more revenue from it by means of the in
creased rental that it will bring, and in 
other ways. It is all very well for the late 
Colonial Treasurer to try to mystify this 
Assembly as regards the policy of the Go
vernment ;-our policy is exactly as was 
stated last year-a vigorous works policy 
combined with strict retrenchment in depart
mental expenditure. N othingis more certain 
than that we have tried as far as we could, 
and intend as far as our ability will per
mit, to carry out the policy advocated by us 
last session-a policy which was adopted 
by the majority of the electors of this 
colony-which placed us in power, and 
which we should be traitors to the people, to 
ourselves, and our principles, not to at
tempt to carry out. It is all very well to 
say that we have only reduced the expen
diture on roads and bridges ; but let hon. 
members look at the Estimates, and they 
will see it extends further; several other 

departments having been cut down, but not 
so much as roads and bridges. I main
tain, however, that by touching roads and 
bridges, and placing the expenditure UJ?On 
property, we shall be relieving the workmg 
man who has paid for their making in the 
past. If the late Colonial Treasurer will look 
at the Estimates, he will find several other 
departments which have been reduced. 
There is, for example, a decrease of 
£3,000 in the Colonial Treasurer's De
partment; of £11,000 in that of Public 
Lands ; and of between £4,000 and £5,000 
in that of Mines ; but I maintain that if 
we had only stood still without increasing 
the cost of working the departments, that 
even that would have been economy. When 
we look at the Estimates, year by year, as 
brought forward by the late Colonial Trea
surer and his predecessors, and see in
creases of £50,000, £100,000, or £150,000 
over the preceding year, and also see that 
our population is increasing, and the cost of 
government is increasing-if we had only 
stood still at the exact amount of the last 
Estimate, even that would be economy and 
retrenchment. We have gone further, 
though. We have dispensed with a great 
number of useless hancls, employed by the 
late Government; we have cut down, as 
far as we could, the different departments, 
and by cutting down the Statement 
to a proper pitch, so as to meet 
the increased cost of the construction of 
railways, which will enhance the value of 
the people's property, we shall be able to 
meet all the demands which will be made 
upon us in the interests of good Govern
ment and of the public revenue also. The 
late Colonial Treasurer also said something 
about the severe financial position of the 
colony now existing. I think he said that 
under the Liberal Government the revenue 
was elastic, and that we had now arrived 
at a severe financial position : if we have 
done so it certainly is not due to the action 
of the present Government ;-whatever 
position the country is in it must have 
been brought about chiefly by the late 
Government, because, when we took office, 
;ye found the country in the severe position 
to which the hon. gentleman alludes, and 
it does not come with a good grace for 
him to allude to what was caused by 
himself and his colleagues. If, how
ever, the revenue has been elastic during 
the years in which the Liberal Government 
held office it was not because of the Gov
ernment. An elastic revenue may come 
from other sources besides Government, 
and I say it came to the country in spite of 
the Government. The elastic revenue was 
caused by circumstances over which no 
Government had any control: it came 
chiefly from the large quantities of land 
taken up by the people, from agricultural 
settlement, the extension of occupation in 
the interior, and the great extension of our 
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Northern goldfields. These were the 
sources of elastic revenue, and no Govern
ment can lay claim to them. Since we 
came into office we have let contracts for 
railway construction by which we shall, at 
the very lowest calculation of the contrac
tors themselves, be able to afford employ
ment to from 700 to 900 men additional ; 
and the number of men who have been 
dismissed from the different Government 
departments of all classes, from staff offi
cers down to the labouring man, will 
not amount to half that number; so that 
the argument which the hon. gentleman 
adduces-that we have depressed the 
labouring class through diminishing em
ployment-falls to the ground, when taken 
into account with the increased employ
ment we have afforded by means of con
tracts for railway construction. I take no 
credit for this, an,y further than that it is 
an answer to the accusation that the 
Government decreased the employment of 
the people by dispensing _with men who 
were employed on work whlCh they should 
not have been, and who are now more 
profitably employed, or can be so on the 
making of railways. The hon. gentleman 
also deprecated appealing to English capi
talists ; but this is a strange accusation 
from one who himself appealed every year 
to them. 

Mr. DwKSON : I did not use the word in 
that sense: I merely deprecated a loan 
without information as to its distribution. 

The MINISTER FOR \V ORKS : If the hon. 
gentleman will only wait until the proper 
time comes, he will be told of the distribu
tion of the loan. He cannot expect to be 
told, now, upon a discussion of this kind, of 
the distribution of a loan of three millions. 
Information will come in its own good time, 
and then the hon. gentleman will have full 
and ample opportunity to criticise the 
matter. I certainly took his remark to 
mean that he deprecated continual appeals 
to the English capita1ists, and thought it 
came very ill from a Colonial Treasurer 
who, year after year, appealed to the Eng
lish capitalists, and was a member of a 
Government who doubled the public debt 
during the time they were in office. I 
may have been mistaken in my application 
of the words as they were used, but I 
could put no other meaning upon th<>m. I 
said, in starting, that I had no intention of 
going into a deliberate criticism of the 
speech of the ex-Colonial 'l'reasurer -that I 
simply intended to remark upon the por
tions referring to public wnrks; and I think 
I have shown him thnt, whatever dismissals 
may have taken place in the \Yorks 
Department, have bl'en fully compensat6ld 
for by the additional employment given in 
other directions by the same department. 
And so far from being in any way deh·
terious -to the interests of the working man, 

I maintain that our policy, carried out so 
far as it has been yet, is for the immediate 
benefit of the working man, and will be 
for his benefit still more in the future. 
The working man of this colony is an inde
pendent man. He does not require to be 
employed by any Government or any cor
poration or any people merely for the pur
pose of finding him employment. I know 
the feelings of the great body of the work
ing men of the country, both north and 
south, and I know this-that they will 
sooner be employed at reproductive works 
than at work which degrades them to, in a 
certain sense, the condition of paupers. I 
maintain that in abolishing, to a certain 
extent, conditions of employment which 
should never have existed, we have tended 
to raise the working man, not only in his 
own estimation, but also in the estimation 
of the people of the colony. And so far 
from bona fide working men appreciating 
the sympathetic remarks made use of from 
time to time by hon. gentlemen opposite, I 
believe it is quite the other way, or else I 
am very much mistaken in my estimate of 
the working men of Queensland. I have 
always found, during my time in the colony 
thnt the working man is the most inde
pendent man in the country ; that he will 
accept no charity of any kind, and that he 
is a man always willing to work, and work 
hard and honestly for what he earns. I 
maintain that the working men of the 
colony placed the present Government in 
the position they now occupy, upon the 
enunciation of the policy we are now 
attempting to carry out, and which I have 
not the slightest doubt a majority of the 
House win assist us in carrying as much 
as a majority of the country put us in our 
present places to carry it out. 

Mr. GRIFFITH: I do not think the work
ing men of this colony, to whom the 
hon. member alludes so much in his speech, 
are likely to accept him ns their exponent. 
\Yhatever claims the hon. gentleman may 
have had to be regarded as one of the 
working men of the colony, I think he has 
entirely forfeited that claim. He sits now 
in this House as a member of a Govern
ment that represents, more fully than any 
other Government we eYer had in this colony 
before, one class of the community; and I 
say the hon. gentleman's claims to be re
garded as a representative of the people are 
completely gone. I shall say no more with 
rPgarcl to that part of his speech. Now, 
sir, this debate, in consequence of the 
action of the Government during the 
present session, partakes to a great extent 
of the character of a debate upon the 
Opening Speech. The Opening Speech 
was so very vague, and conveyed so little 
information, that it was practically im
pos~ible to fasten upon it, or discover in it, 
any policy of the Government at alL vVe 
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wrre informed that the policy of the Go>
ernment would be fully disclosed at a later 
date when the Treasurer came to make his 
Financial Statement ;-and now we have, 
what? "\Ve have a statement which con
tains some information, and connected with 
it are a number of tables supposed to giYe 
more. From these, I presume, we are to 
gather the policy of the Gonrnment; but 
really we are in the position of knowin~ 
very little about their policy. Howenr, 
little as we know, I lJropose to address 
myself to the general aspects of it so far as 
we can discover it from the Treasurer's State
ment, and I propose also to refer to some ob
servations he made in addressing the House 
in Committee of Ways and .J!Ieans, on "\Ved
nesday last-in commenting on the conduct 
of his predecessors. This, I believe, is a 
feature seldom to be found in a Treasurer's 
speech. This speech is supposed generally 
to give the country information as to its 
present financial position and the financial 
policy of the Government for the future. 
Whatever information the statement con
tains as to the present position of the colony 
has been dealt with very clearly by my hon. 
friend, the member for Enog~era, and I 
propose to refer to the Statement from a 
somewhat different point of view. The hon. 
the Treasurer, in the first place, explaineu 
why the colony was in its present depressed 
condition-why the revenue had not ex
hibited its customary buoyancy-and, after 
referring to the decline of 11astoral pursuits 
followed by disastrous seasons and low 
priees in the European markets, he refer
red to the depression in our goldfiPlds, and 
expressed a hope that new alluvial fields 
would be discovered shortly. He then 
went on to refer to what he called the disas
trous effects of the railway reserves legis
lation. That is a matter of principle to 
which this Parliament ha~ been committed 
for some years. In 1875 the l'arliament 
adopted the policy of railway reserves, and 
from that time to the present it has been 
continued. The hon. gentleman affects to at
tribute the depressed condition of the Trea
sury at the present time, in a very !urge 
degree, to the Railway Reserves Act. I 
will refer to two or three of his statements 
to show the nature of his arguments. He 
says-

" The action of these laws on the TreasurY 
has had the effect of a reduction of taxatio,;. 
Such a reduction never takes plac·e in ordinary 
practice unless a clear case has been first made 
out that the revenue is not required ; but that 
was never attempted to be shown here. Since 
these railway reserve laws have been enacted, 
£430,000 has been withdrawn from the Con
solidated Revenue Fund. on their account. A 
portion of this amount accrued fr,>m what may 
be termed abnormal land sales--that is, from
land which would not have been sold other
wise than for t.he purposes of railway construc
tion. These abnormal sales I estimate to have 

1 produced £300,000. Deducting this from the 
gross s,mount, a sum of £130,000 remains, aud 
this would have gone a considera,ble length 
towards coYering the deficit now looming 
before us." 

Further on, he says-
" We have never really yet been able to spare 

from our htnd revenue any sum for railway 
construction, because the entire amount has 
been wanted and used fc>r payment of interest 
on our loans. To appropriate any portion of 
that revenue solely to payment of interest on 
any specific railway is merely to divert the 
Oonsolid>tted Revenue into a separate account 
and make it perform the same work as before, 
but under certain obvious disadvantttges." 
:Now, how on earth does that show that the 
deficiency . in the revenue is owing to the 
Hail way Re.erves Act? The hon. gentle
man says a sum of £300,000 has been 
raised by abnormal land sales, which 
otherwise would not have been raised at 
all, and the remainder would have gone to 
the Consolidated Revenue. But what does 
he propose to do P- to put it into the 
Consolidated Revc>nue, so that things will 
b3 exactly as if that Act had not been 
passed. 'rho £130,000 will reduce the 
supposed deficit by that amount; but how 
are our finances any better off by the 
transaction ? They are exactly as they 
werp, I do not S•'e how we ha Ye lost by 
the transaction any way. The £130,000 
would have been transferred, as the hon. 
member for .Enoggera has shown, from 
time to time, under tlw head of "miscella
neous services," to the General Revenue; 
and it remains exactly as it is. As to the 
£:300,000 rt'ceiYed from abnormal land 
sales, it has gone to the construction 
of railways; and as the hon. gentleman 
says we should not have raised money by 
these abnormal sales of land, I suppose we 
should have borrowed the money and paid 
interest on it-a thing we have not now to 
do. So far as that is concerned, I cannot 
follow the hon. gentleman's argument that 
t11e railway reserves legislation had the 
effect of inereasing the deficit. He says-

" To the railway reserves legislation, then, is 
due much of our present financial embarrass
ment." 

vY e all know that the hon. gentleman 
obj,•ets to the Railvray ResenesAct, but ir;. 
attributing to that Act the present financial 
embarrassment hP is referring to two things 
as cause and effect which have no such 
connection whatever. If he had said that the 
£300,000 raised by abnormal sah•s of land 
was the eause of the depression in' our pro
ducing interests, or of the financial condition 
of the colony-at least his premises might 

1 havP been right, and there would be some
thing to lead to a eonclusion; but so far as 
he haR gone, his premises have no connection 
whatever with his conclusion. The condi
tion o.E the Treasury is now the same, except 
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as to the £300,000, as it would hav<' bepn 
if tlw Hailway Reserves Art had not been 
passed. Then the hon. gentleman went.on 
to refer to the decreased re•enue from the 
Southern and Western Railway, ancl what 
reasons did he give for the dt'crease P IIe 
said-

" One cause of unprogressin•ness stands out 
prominently. Railway extension, to be success
ful, should stimulate settlement Has, then, the 
settlement which we had a reason to expect 
been in·luced by the extension of the Southern 
and '\Vest ern Railway? The answer is. X o. 
Effectual means to drscoumge settlement on 
the richest lands which the railway is approach
ing have been taken by the snle ~t. auction of 
large areas a long way in admnce of the 
legitimate demand." 

Does the hon. member mean to stand up 
in this House and tell us that if the land 
at Homa had not been sold the receipts on 
the Southern and 'Vestern Railway would 
not have diminished ?-does he mean 
that? 

The PRElliER: I mean exactly what I 
say there. 

:M:r. GRIFFITH: He tells us that that 
is one cause of unprogressiveness that 
stands out prominently; but what has the 
salr of £300,01)0 worth of country in the 
Western Railway ResPrve got to do with 
the rliminislwd returns from the Sontht•rn 
and 'Yes tern Railway? The hon. member 
might have said that ten ypars hence there 
would bl' less traffic ; but did he mean to 
say that there was, now P 

The PRE:IHER: I do; I know it to be 
true, too. 

Mr. GRIFFITH: If this £300,000 worth 
of land had not been sold it would be in 
exactly the same hands it is now-that of 
pastoral tenants ; it would carry exactly 
the samP number of sheep, and the traffic 
to the railway from that would have been 
exactly the same as it is now. It was all 
very well to say it, would not --

The PRE:MIER: It 'would ha•e been in 
farms. 

Mr. GRIFFITH: Some day it might be in 
farms. Does the hon. member mean to say 
that the £300,000 worth of land would 
have bet>n in farms already? 

The PnBMIER: I do. 
Mr. GRIFFITH: I do not think the hon. 

gentleman would venture to say that in 
Committee, where we could give him a 
littlP cross-questioning antl get the reasons 
for his statement. The hon. gentleman 
tells us that ~ince 187G-since the Railway 
Reserns Act came into operation-£300,000 
worth of lan,l have been sold, and that if 
that land had not bec·n sold it would now 
be under farms and tha traffic from those 
farms wo~ld have kept up the revrnue of 
the S. and \V. Railway. The proposition 
only requires to be stated to answer itself. 
He then goes on to say-

" The Government, therefore, t.hrough past 
legislatio)l have lost an increa>ed traffic that 

should have followed settlement, and capit.nlis's 
have been cramped in their operations b-y the 
bleeding process they have undergone." 

I think the hon. gentleman must go a little 
further, and find some better reason for the 
diminution of the traffic on the S. and W. 
Railway. He goes on further to say-

" The diminution of traffic on our existing 
lines results, to a considerable extent, from the 
1·ecluced area of country at present under sheep. 
The causes of this reduction, are the general 
failure of the coas1 country as the habitat of 
the shc·ep, the marsupial plague, and the bad 
S('asons we haYe untillately encountered." 

X ow, how much of that applies to the S. and 
W. Hail way? The number of Rheep in East 
and "rest l\Ioreton ·was 68,0GO in 1876, 
32,000 in 1877, and :30,000 in 1878. I do 
not think that has had much to do with it. 
Turning to the Darling Downs, I find that 
the total diminution, there, has been 300,000 ; 
that, also, cannot have had mnch influence 
in that direction. Then there is the mar
supial plague. I do not think that has 
affected that part of the country very 
much, and we may dismiss it from our 
calculations. I come now to a much more 
important mattl'r. The hon. gentleman 
says-

" Our present financial position, however, 
urges on us the necessity of economical reform 
which we prupose to initiate by saddling up01~ 
property the expenditure incurred for ito 
improvement. Our disbursements from the 
IV orks Department go directly to the improY~
ment of property, and a property tax to pro
vide the means for such disbursements becomes 
the natural and inevitable consequence." 

·when the hon. gentleman got as far as that 
I thought I saw light-I thought he was 
coming to his senses ; but it seemed so 

·utterly inconsistent with the views of hon. 
gentlemen sitting bhind him that I con
cluded I was mistaken. In his next sentence 
he says-

" '\Vhile the working man is free to carry his 
lnbour to the best market, taxation solely for 
the improvement of propert.y should not be 
allowed to encroach upon his rneans." 

I am glad to be able to agree with the hon. 
gentleman's sentiments, though I differ 
from his conclusions. He goes on-

" The application of Customs revenue to 
public works would, therefore, be unjust to a 
large body of the taxpayers. How, then, is a 
property-tax to be raised? Cnn the Central 
Government either impose such a tax as equit
ably or profitably, or spend the proceeds of it 
as judiciou~ly or economically, as it could be 
raised or spent by local bodies ? " 

And then he refers us to the Divisional 
Boards Bill. This is an extremely im
portant part of the hon. gentleman's 
scheme. He says the d1sbursements from 
the \V orks Department go directly to the 
irnprov .. ment of propertv. \Yhat is the 
proportion of these disbursements for 
trunk rail-ways and for roads and 
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bridges P He proposes to spend a 
sum of £70,000 on roads and bridges 
throughout the whole colony. That is 
what he calls the expenditure of the Works 
Department for the improvement of pro
perty which ought to be borne by local 
taxation. As against that, he is going to 
spend, in addition to the immense sums 
already authorised, £1,775,000 to complete 
and extend trunk lines. For the improve
ment of property, which these trunk lines 
will produce, he does not think it. fair that 
the means for those disbursements should 
fall on property ; and that is his miserable 
application of an excellent idea. When 
the hon. gentleman comes to deal with 
millions, the cost is to come out of taxation; 
but when it is a paltry sum of £60,000 or 
£70,000 the greater portion is to be paid by 
those persons whose property it improves. 
That is where I most distinctly differ from 
the policy of the hon. gentleman, as to the 
proportion of the cost of those public 
works which is to fall upon the persons 
most benefited. Then he went on to say-

" It is not, however, only by shifting the re
sponsibility of local works from the Central 
Government to the localities directlv interested 
that I look for an amelioration of o~r financial 
condition." 
If the principle is good why not apply it? 
He adds-

" Most of the Government departments are 
over .. manned,'' 
and goes on to state that he is reducing 
them ; but I will refer to that question 
when I come to the Estimates. Then, 
after a little critieism of his predecpssors 
in office, which I think is somewhat out of 
place, he says-

" A small reduction appears in the Depart
ment of Public Instruction, but the object is 
not to limit the operations of that service, but 
to provide only so much as is likely to be ex
pendecl, the department having been unable to 
spend the amounts provided in the Estimates 
for previous years. Sufficient provision should 
be made for every service ; but I contend that 
when an excessive amount is granted, the officers 
of a department are supplied with an induce
ment to extravagance which it is the clear duty 
of the Government to hold in check." 
One would suppose that in previous years 
the department had been allowed to indulge 
in great extravagance; but the fact was 
that the surplus was only £2,000 or £3,000, 
which showed a tolerably close approxima
tion upon an annual expenditure of over 
£100,000. Then we are told- · 

"The Government have been actuated by a 
resolute determination to ask your sanction to 
no appropriation which does not promise to 
augment revenue, either directly by utilising 
Crown lands at present inaccessible and com
paratively valueless, or indirectly by removing 
obstacles from the path of promising industries 
or expanding commerce." 
Again I agree with the hon. gentleman's 
:ptinci:ple~, but in the application of tlwm 

he has entirely departed from the rules he 
has laid down. Then he says-

" By providing for the various services on a 
reduced scale, yet still sufficiently ample to 
secure efficiency ; by carrying out the depart
mental reforms contemplated by the several 
Ministers--" 

\Ve might have been informed what they 
are. The sentence continues-
" By removing a large portion of the func
tions of the vV or ks Department from the 
responsibility of the Central Government ; and 
by crediting the Consolidated Revenue with 
the total amount realised from the lands, I am 
enabled to bring the probable expenditure of 
the forthcoming year, including interest on t''e 
public debt, slightly within the eRtimated 
revenue." 

But this is a mere matter of book
keeping. Such are the modes by which 
the Government say they are going to 
equalise the expenditure with the income. 
What are the reforms indicated by the 
Governmt'nt, so far as we can discover 
the:in P We were told they were to be 
something great. But the hon. gentle
man's speech, like that put into the mouth 
of His Excellency, the other day, reminds 
me of the prospectus of a com11any floated 
in the days of the South Sea bubble, 
which stated that it was an undertaking 
of immense advantage, but no one was 
to know what it was. On that basis 
subscriptions were sought and received; 
and of course none of the subscribers 
ever did know what the unknown object 
was. The policy of the hon. gentle
man seems one of that kind. \Vhat are 
the departmental reductions? In the 
Colonial Secretary's Departments there is a 
reduction of £3,500 in the cost of the 
Immigration Department, but I will say 
more about that when I come to the loan 
vote. Then there is a saving of £15,000 
for police. As to that, we ought to have 
had some explanation from the Colonial 
Treasurer. Does the hon. gentleman con
template a reduction in the population of 
~he colony? In his speech he speaks of 
mcreased revenue, but there is no provi
sion made for increased population. But 
increased revenue and increased population 
are to my mind synonymous, and you can
not have the one without the other. I do 
not think the Police Department is over
manned. although it may perhaps be over
officered, and a reduction of 25 per cent. in 
its ranks is a Yery serious item. I clo not 
know where this reduction is to take place 
--an hon. member suggests Ipswich, but I 
fancy, from what we have seen and heard, 
that a reduction there would not meet 
the ideas of the Minister for Works. We 
may pay too dear for a saving of this 
nature, for although we pay a high price 
for our police it is an insurance on the 
property of ihe country. How are new 
towns to be opened up in the interior~, 
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or fresh areas taken up in selections, if 
police protection is to be withdrawn P I 
doubt very much whether the large reduc
tion ccmtemplated is one that can safely be 
made. Another departmental reduction is 
a saving of £4,500 on the vote for the 
Volunteers ; and they commence very well 
by giving £750 a-year to a colonel. 

The PREMIER : Why, that is your own 
estimate. 

Mr. GRIFFITH : Oh, no ! The hon. gentle
man perhaps does not know it is there al
though the Estimate is signed by his name. 
About this reduction I shall say nothing; 
the force being in a transition state. The re
duced amount of cost for elections is not a 
reduction for which the Government can 
claim credit, an extra sum being required, 
last year, on account of the general elec
tion. Then there is a saving of £8,000 on 
schools of art, cemeteries, and agricul
tural and horticultural societies-institu
tions which have always hitherto been recog
nised as having a legitimate title to State aid. 
Such were the great departmPntal reforms 
in the Colonial Secretary's Department. 
In the Administration of .Justice there was 
no change; in the Department of Public 
Instruction there is no change, except a 
small amount of cheeseparing, amounting 
to £200 or £300, which is knocked off in 
a case where the work done was worth 
ten times the amount. In the Colonial 
Treasurer's Department itself there is a 
saving of £3,000, consisting chiefly of con
tingencies; in the Lands Department the 
saving is £10,000, of which £5,000-an 
item under the head "miscellaneous," and 
consisting of a sum for costs-appeared on 
the last Supplementary Estimates, while 
the rest is entirely taken off the survey of 
land. lf there is to be the increased 
revenue from land which the Treasurer 
anticipated during the next twelve 
months, how is the extent of the sur
veys to be diminished, for, if the trans
actions in land are to be extended, 
surely more money must be spent on sur
veys? It eannot, therefore, be any real 
diminution of the expenditure of the de
partment, for the surveys must go on and 
their expense must be placed on the Sup
plementary Estimates. Then, take the 
Department of Public vVorks and Mines
what great departmental reform is there 
there? The diminution of expenditure in 
the department itself amounts to £3,500, 
made up almost entirely by the dismissal 
of officers employed on the roads, including 
that most useful class of officer, the Road 
Rangers. If there were two or three more 
of them instead of their being done away 
with it would be more to the purpose, for 
every hundred pounds spent in that way 
would save the country thousands of 
pounds afterwards in the resumption of 
land for roads. In the roads and bridges 
in the southern part of the colony therl) 

is a dhtinution of £52,000 ;-in the cen· 
tral division it is £8,000 and in the 
northern division £14,000, and in build
ings £34,000-buildings, of course, being 
the very first thing a Government would 
look to if they desired to do any
thing in the way of retrenchment. Then, 
in the Mines Department, there is a 
diminution of £4,000, consisting princi
pally in the reduction of the number 
of wardens on the northern goldfields, 
so that altogether the great diminu
tion in the Works Department consists 
in carrying out what the Colonial 
Treasurer refers to as throwing the bur
den of the improvement of property on 
the property itself. Does anybody sup
pose this £70,000 taken off the roads and 
bridges is to be really saved P Does not 
everybody know that all the money will 
have to be spent, only it is to come from 
another source? That is the idea, I pre
sume. Instead of coming from the General 
Revenue, it is to come out of the pockets 
of the people in the municipalities that are 
to be affected by what the Government 
call their Divisional Boards Bill. The 
General Revenue is to be relieved of 
£70,000 at the expense of the people in the 
different parts of the colony, who are 
to contribute by direct taxation for these 
works of construction. For what are 
these taxpayers to contribute tlus money, 
unless it be to pay interest for this loan of 
£2,000,000 to construct railways into the 
interior? And how much of this £70.000 
is to come out of the pockets of the pastoral 
tenants, for whose special benefit these 
railways are to be made ? I shall not dis
cuss the Divisional Boards Bill now, but I 
will simply say that it is a digest of the 
Local Government Bill of last session, with 
two objectionable exceptions, and I cannot 
say that it is a very clever digest either. 
One of the two exceptions to which I refer 
is that the voting is to be done by post, and 
the other is the mode of rating the pastoral 
tenants. The pastoral tenants, under the 
Local Government Bill of 1878, were to be 
rated according to the annual value of their 
property-no more and no less; but under 
this Bill, just such a Bill as we might ex
pect from a Government supported by a 
number of pastoral tenants, they are to 
pay rates upon the annual rental-that is 
to say, upon the 10s. a mile they pay to the 
Government, and they are to be rated on 
that alone. 'l'his is to be taken as the full 
annual value of their property, and in this 
way they are to pay rates upon their rents. 
I find by the table showing the amount of 
pastoral rents received that the total reve
nue from that source is £168,000. And 
supposing every pastoral lessee in the coun
try is taxed-and they will not be under 
the Divisional Boards Bill, for that will 
not affect the interior-and supposing every 
:pastoral rtln j.n the country is r~tted at it~ 
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full amount, we will see how mueh will be 
contributed by them to this £72,000, of 
which the General Revenue is to be relieved 
for the purpose of paying interest on this 
loan. The maximum amount of taxation 
is 8 per cent., and the interest will there
fore be £13,000. It comes, therefore, to 
this : They relieve the General Revenue of 
£70,000towards paying the interest, but that 
amount has to be made up by direct taxa· 
tion, because the work is necessary and has 
to be done, and of that a great deal less 
than one-fifth is to be contributed by those 
parts of the colony which are to be directly 
developed by the railways in question. That 
is the way in which this Government, of 
which the Ministerfor Works is a member, 
proposes to benefit populous districts of the 
colony. That is the way in which propPrty 
is to pay for the benefit upon it. I venture to 
go further, andsaytheproportion which will 
be paid under the Divisional Boards Bill 
will not be more than four or five thousand 
pounds on the property so enormously in
creased in value by these trunk railways; 
and I say, again, this is the way the hon. 
gentleman carries out his principles. \Ye 
are not told whether there are any more 
great departmental reductions here; but I 
notice one of the officers in the Mines De
partment-one of the oldest and most de· 
serving in the colony-is to be sent about 
his business. 

The PREMIER: \Vho is that? 
Mr. GmFFITH : It is J\fr. Gregory, and 

I do not observe that he appears among~t 
the pensioners, although other officers are 
there. Then we come to the railways;
that is another department where there are 
to be great departmental reforms, but 
what are they? \Ve were told, the other day, 
that the Government found it necessary to 
reduce the Ipswich workshops by 103 men, 
and we were told so much about these men, 
and so often, that scarcely anything was 
stated by the Government that cannot be 
contradicted by reference to their own state
ments ; but the result of it all was-first, 
they were dismissed because they were not 
wanted; theR they were dismissed on the re
commendation of the officers of the depart
ment; and then many other things. I will 
not, however, repeat all the statements 
made, but the general result was that the 
men were not dismissed on the recom
mendation of the officers. The .Minister 
for Works thought himself justified 
in getting information from any and 
every source, putting it together and 
dismissing the men upon it, but for 
other reasons than retrenchment. If 
there were no other reasons, it may 
safely be said the selec·tion of the men was 
conducted on different prinriples. \V e 
were told that the pruning-knife was to go 
still deeper-that many more men would 
have to go. vVe were told at one time they 
were sent away because they were in-

compPtent; then that thP Government made 
arrangement for their c mp'oyment by pri
vate contract, because they were of such 
value to the colony. Then, to-night, the 
Minister for Works, still harping on the 
same subject, could not help trying to give 
still anothPr excuse. But what does this 
reduction in the railway workshops amount 
to on the Estimates? 103 men, we know, 
were dismissed at once, with a promise 
of many more to follow ; but the total 
reductions, as they appear upon the Esti
mates, are 47. \Vhat is to be done with 
the other 56? I suppose 56 new men are 
to be put on in their places. Only four 
weeks ago we were told that 103 men were 
useless at Ipswich, and that the pruning
knife must go in deeper. The Estimates 
show only 't7. Now, how are we to take 
this P Does the hon. the Premier dissent P 

The PRE:\IIER: Yes. You don't mean to 
say that you are not aware that all the men 
are not on that page P 

Mr. GRIFFITH: I am looking at Esti
mates which speak for themselves, and I 
can see no more in addition to the forty
seven I have mentioned. There are, cer
tainly, four guards ; but that is the only 
other reduction in the whole Estimates of 
men who can be said in any way to be 
employed on the Southern and Western 
l~ailway. 

The PRE~IIER : One-half the men dis
missed were not on the Estimates, and you 
know it. 

~fr. GRIFFITH : I not only do not know 
it, but I do not believe it ;-from my 
knowledge of the \Vorks Department I 
think it highly improbable. Here we have 
anothr·r piece of information. The hon. 
gentleman should not be too rash in giving 
his information, for already he has given so 
much that he has had to apologise. Now 
we aro.J told that there are fifty-six men 
employed in the railway workshops not 
on the Estimates. Perhaps we shall see if 
this is so when the Government are good 
enough to lay the returns which have been 
ordered upon the table P On the Central 
Railway, where we were told the retrench
ment was to go on in the same 
way, there appears only a reduction of 
twenty out of the thirty who had really 
been discharged. These arc the only 
great departmental reforms to be found 
there, or of which there are any particulars 
upon the Estimates. Where are the e>i
dences, then, of the removal of the func· 
lions of the Works Department from the 
Central Government? The retrenchments 
in the Civil Service amount to nothing 
at all, and so far as the saving on the 
Revenue account is concerned we have little 
more than words. Then we come to the 
Loan account. When the late Government 
was in power, whenever they brought for
ward a proposition for a loan they were 
always asked for details-always accused 
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o£ dangling something or otlwr before the 
eyes o£ the constituencies and of endeavour
ing to divert them and lead them astray, 
What details are thPre here? "\Ve have 
one of the most transparent attempts to 
influence a constituency ever heard of, 
when we are told there are going to be 
branch lines, \Vhen the late Government, 
two or thre<" years ago, proposed a systPm 
of branch lines on the Loan Estimates, the 
hon. gentlemen scouted the idea of talking 
of such a thing unless there were full de
tails of the lines. Have we details now? 
£300,000 are to be spent over branch lines. 
But, sir, when he spoke, an election for 
Darling Downs was contemplated, and we 
were told that a very useful place to begin 
would be the Darling Downs. Let me tell 
the hon. gentleman that dangling things 
before the electors, so far as he has gone at 
present, has not been by any means a suc
cess. The attempt made to influence the 
election at Fortitude Valley by promises 
was not a success ; and let me tell him that 
if he had not resorted to such transparent 
dodges there, the majority against his col
league might have been less. I may tell 
him, a] so, that those transparent dodges are 
unworthy of a Treasurer when making his 
Fintwcial titatement. Now, with regard to 
these branch railways, let me tell the House 
the condition of the surveys of them. 
1\:Iany of them have been going on for 
some years, and some would have been 
very nearly completed if the Government 
had not summarily dismissed all the sur
veyors. The Government come here and 
say, "VVe intend to make branch lines," 
and in the meantime they have stopped all 
surveys of them. If they make this 
branch line on the Darling Downs, they 
will have to make a new survey, which 
cannot be ready for a long time, so that 
the people will not gt:t their line for years. 
I should like to know from the hon. gentle
man what branch lines are to be made? 
We are going to have a loan of £B,OOO,OOO, 
of which £1,500,00) is to be expended on 
the extension of trunk line~, and an 
additional sum, nearly £276,000, is required 
for the completion of trunk lines so far 
as they are already authorised ;-so that 
out of a loan of £:3,000,000, £1,750,000 
is to be set apart for trunk lines, against 
which is £;31)0,0!)0 for branch lines. Is 
that a fair proportion? I believe that 
trunk lines should be extended as fast as 
the resourecs of the colony will allo\V, and 
I have always said so, but I do not believe 
in their b2ing extended faster than the 
resources of the country will allow, or 
being extender! at the expense cf all the 
colony. \Yhen the late Government 
brought in their s~heme for carrying on a 
system of public works, they said plainly 
enough what their intention was, and did 
not speak in the ambiguous language 
adopted in this speech of the hon. Trea-

stuer, which may mean one thing to-day 
and another thing to-morrow. \Ve said-

" In order to give effect to the public works 
policy which is contemplated, it will also be 
necessary to obtain your authority for the 
raising of an inoreased revenue. As the expen
diture to be incurred will tend materially to 
enhance the value of the public estate and 
other forms of property, the additional revenue 
required should be derived chiefly from those 
sources." 

\V e faced the difficulty manfully, but 
the hon. gentleman proposes to borrow 
£3,000,000 ; and how is he going to pay 
the interest? He says he will not in
crease his revenu€l by taxation, and how, 
then, is it to be met ? He says out of 
land; yet the hon. member deprecated the 
policy of the late Government in selling 
so much land, and termed it a ruinous 
policy. He says he will be able to pro
vide means to meet the additional interest 
out of the territorial revenue. But is it to 
be supposed that all this will come at once? 
He says that every mile by which the 
interior of the colony is penetrated in
creases the area of Crown lands available 
for pastoral purposes and homestead selec
tion ; and then, again, that the western 
country is the only part of the country fit 
for close settlement, or words to that 
effect. But I will use the hon. gentleman's 
own word~, which are so very much better 
for any purpose of mine that I should be 
sorry to paraphrase them-

" It must be well known to the Committee 
that the richest lands in the colony, as well as 
those most available for close settlement, lie 
far to the westward, and have not as yet been 
touched by any of our railways." 

Where are they ? Where are these lands 
that we are going to have for close settle
nwnt? \Vhat does the hon gentleman 
mean by close settlement ? Does he mean 
land so hedged in by squatters' runs as to 
be impossible to get at? Certainly, I have 
never travelled in the far \Vest, but from 
what I have heard and read there is no 
more land available there for close settle
ml'nt than there is on the Darling Downs. 
But; supposing there is-supposing that 
there are such lands on the Diamantina
what g-ood will they be? I do not suppose 
500 miles away from a market would be a 
very profitable place for growing maize. 
Or is it that those gentlemen who have 
these large pastoral properties in the 
far \V est are all of a sudden possessed 
with a wish to setJ their large plains con
verted into homesteads for selectors? 
Where are these lands so fitted for close 
settlement which our railways have not 
touched? Surely, the hon. gentleman does 
not mean near Roma, for the rail ll"ay 
is already nearly completed there? When 
we get beyond that, and nearer the Mit
chell, it will be many years before we can 
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get to any land fit for close settlement. On 
the Central line we shall have to pass 
through a deser~ before we can come to 
any country fit for settlement at all, and 
on the Northern line, beyond Char~ers 
Towers, it will be some time before VIe 
can come to such lands. How many 
years will it be before we can get to these 
lands ? It is nonsense. \V e must look 
the thing in the face. We know that if 
these railways are made the interest must 
be paid, and we know that unless some 
splendid provision is made it will ultimately 
have to be paid out of the Customs When, 
last year, we proposed to pay a small 
amount of additional interest out of tax
ation, the hon. gentleman ridiculed such 
a proposition, and yet now he tells us-· 
with a decreasing revenue, mind-that we 
are to pay the interest out of ter
ritorial revenue. Why, sir, everyone in 
the country knew that whatever Govern
ment was in power, this year, they must 
be prepared to face the question of 
additional taxation. But how are we 
to get this increased rPvenue Vlithout 
increased population, and how are we to 
get the population? I see that there is 
only £100,000 put down for immigration. 
This must be for four years, for the loan 
cannot be spent in less time, and the 
amount is not more than we have spent 
in one year for many year~. This year we 
have spent up to the present time £135,000. 
Last year we spent £116,534; in 1876-7, 
£123,189; in 1875-6, £102,363. Sinre 1872 
we have never spent less than £100,000 a 
year; and yet the hon. gentleman proposes 
to reduce immigration by three-fourths, and 
at the same time expects to increase our 
territorial revenue to the enormous extent 
he has mentioned. With regard to branch 
railways-and I have said that I agree 
with the extension of main trunk lines as 
the resources of the colony will permit
the hon. gentleman throws down a sop of 
£300,000, and tells us in a general way 
that railways can be made for £3,000 a 
mile. I think so, too ; but when I ex
pressed that opinion before, the hon. mem
ber ridiculed it, and said I did not under
stand the matter. But, about these branch 
railways : I should like to know winch rail
way the hon. member is going in for. He 
could not make more than lOO miles with 
£300,000; and I would ask, is he going 
to make a line from Cometville to Cler
mont P-i£ so, that would absorb more 
than half; or is he going to make a line in 
West Moreton; or, as he has said, is he going 
to make railways on the Darling Downs? 
for, if so, we could not put down a less dis
tance than 50 miles, and that would be 
one-half of the entire distance at once. 
Does the hon. gentleman really believe 
that these propositions will be satisfactory 
to the country? They may simply be 
llllilHJ1eg up !'l>S !I proposition to borrow a 
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large sum of money for the benefit of the 
squatters in the western interior. That is 
the ·policy of the Government-we have 
always expected it, and now we know it. 
The hon. gentleman said this was the 
policy on which an appeal was made to the 
constituencies during the last general elec
tion, and that this .Parliament had been 
returned to carry it out. I say that this 
Parliament was returned to carry out no 
such policy. If the hon. gentleman suc
ceeds it will be by the votes of hon. mem
bers returned to oppose that policy and to 
carry out the opposite one. If he succeeds 
let him not say that it was the policy whirh 
Parliament was pledged to carry out. vVe 
know that hon. members are sitting on the 
Government side of the House who were 
returned expressly to oppose that policy; 
and when the time co21es I trust tht>y 
will vote according to the principle upon 
which their constituents returned them. 
The hon. gentleman's policy means the 
stagnation of the populous parts of the 
colony-railways into the interior for the 
benefit of the squatter, and the stoppage 
of immigration to prevent the increase of 
population. To say that Parliament was 
returned to support such a policy is really 
too much. It will be a long time before 
the hon. gentleman is able to ca1:ry out 
such a policy: perhaps by-and-bye we 
shall find the hon. gentleman has no policy 
whatever. He has the advantage of being 
so ambiguous, that what he says may mean 
something to-day and something else in a 
few days or next week. From reading 
the speech and comparing it with the Esti
mates, the only conclusion I can come to is 
that what I have stated is the policy of the 
Government; and I say it is a policy entirely 
unsatisfactory. I regret we did not have an 
opportunity of discussing this subject on 
the opening of Parliament; but it is satis
factory that we have now the opportunity 
of expressing freely our opinions on the 
policy of the Govemment. 

Mr. MAcFARLANE (Leichhardt) said he 
could not allow a grievous error which had 
been made to pass uncorrected. If any 
matter was brought forward there was 
sure to be some fault attributed to the 
squatters ;-in fact, they were the heretics 
of the political world, and whatever they 
did was wrong. The hon.leader of the Oppo
sition, who referred to the Divisional Boards 
Bill, must have read that Bill in a different 
way from what he (Mr. Macfarlane) did, be
causehecviclt·ntly considered that the squat
ters would only pay on the 10s. per square 
mile of the country for which he paid rent. 
As he (Mr. Macfarlane) read it, the squatter 
paid, not only on his rent, but he also paid 
an assessment on the value of his improve
ments. I£ the hon. gentleman would look 
at the 57th clause, he would find it provided 
that any person occupying Cro":n lands for 
pasto1'al purpos()S onl;r shonk!. be rated an 
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amount not exceeding 8 per cent. of the 
annual rent thereof, with the proviso that 
it should not extend to buildings or other 
improvements on such lands. He knew 
a great many stations out west that 
would, under that law, have a very heavy 
assessment to pay. The hon. gmtleman 
also talked as though the railway was 
going to be carried to every pastoral 
tenant's door; but what were the facts? 
Take the Central line, which at present 
went 170 miles into the interior. If the pro
gramme of the Government was carried 
out the line would extend to Barcaldine 
Downs, where the good country would be 
reached. But if this District Bill was 
carried the pastoral tenants would be taxed 
to pay a vast amount for roads into that 
terminus. Hon. members talked as though 
the pastoral tenant got the railway for 
nothing, whereas he had to pay carriage at 
a very high rate for everything he sent. 
Instead of the railways being a dead bur
den to the country, as was represented, the 
returns showed that the line through pas
toral country paid not only working ex
penses, but 2~ per cent. interest on the cost 
of construction. It was also a well-known 
fact that the longer the line the less per
centage the working expenses. Granting 
that for the next generation those lands 
were only occupied by sheep and cattle, 
there was no doubt that long before 
the railway reached good country, not 
only the working expenses, but the 
whole of the interest would be paid by 
receipts. They were told that the Provi
sional Boards Bill would be an unbearable 
burden on the agriculturalist ;-if it were 
so he would be very sorry to support it. 
Such, however, would not be fonnd to be the 
case. Everyone who had travelled in the 
country knew the great waste that went on 
under the present system of making roads 
and bridges. In the Central district the 
general inspector had a district 600 miles 
in length by 300 in width to look after, 
and it was impossible he could attend 
properly to such an enormous district. 
Oonseqaently, money did not go the length 
it ought to go. Under a proper system of local 
government £3 would be made to go as far 
as £5 went now. Another advantage would 
be that not only would the works be super
vised by men who, knowing they had to pay 
part of the cost, would see them properly 
carried out, but the work would be 
done by men residing in the district. He 
did not bPlieve that any hon. member 
on the GovPrnment side expected to 
see close agricultural settlement in the 
West - such an expectation would be 
perfectly futile. But there could be a 
close settlement with sheep, and that 
would certainly be not only of advantage 
to the district, but highly in the interests of 
the towns and districts around them. Every 
person conversant with the country knew 

that it was not available until a vast expen
diture had been made upon it. Not one 
station in twenty paid, but the occupiers ex
pected to be reimbursed by future profits 
for their expenditure. The money invested 
was laid out in labour, carriage, and in the 
purchase of stores, wire, and other fencing 
materials. That expenditure was therefore 
a benefit to the people living in the towns 
and those who found a market in the 
towns. This Ministry were met in the face 
with an enormous deficit of £220,000, and 
how were they to meet it? The Opposition 
said -more taxation; but that would do no 
good now that improvements in the colony 
were cut down to the lowest possible dimen
sions. Five per cent. added to the Customs 
duties would not tend to help matters. 
The course pursued of departmental re
trenchment was a wise one ; and the 
Minister for Lands had very clearly 
shown that, if the Estimates for the 
coming year had been like those of 
the last year, the fact would have been 
tantamount to a very large reduction. It 
was known how expenditure had been 
growing year by year by leaps and bounds, 
and great thanks were due to the Govern
ment if they could keep the Estimates 
down to what they were last year. He 
heartily approved of the policy about the 
workshops, and hoped the reforms would 
be carried out, and the workshops kept 
entirely for repairs, all other work being 
carried out by contract. There were quite 
enough men in the employment of the 
Government without adding to them ; and 
the present enormous number was likely to 
be a very great danger to the country. If 
the service were allowed to go on increasing 
for the next two, three, or four years, no 
Ministry would be able to touch it. Now 
the commencement had been made, he 
hoped the example would be followed, and 
he should be very glad to give his assist
ance to it. In speaking of reduction of 
railway receipts, the hon. the leader of the 
Government was evidently at a loss how to 
account for the falling off. The explanation 
of the Colonial Treasurer was very clear on 
that point. On the trunk lines, which were 
chiefly occupied with carrying pastoral 
produce, a reduction had taken place in the 
number of the sheep in the coast and 
intermediate district whirh was very great 
indeed. The table showed very clearly 
where the reduction had been. In the 
Burnett district-which if not a coast dis
trict was nearly so-the number of sheep 
in 187·:1 was 36i,OOO, against 208,000 this 
year ; in the Darling Downs, in 187 4, 
2,54t,OOO, against 1,407,000 this year. That 
meant the withdrawal from the railway of 
the carriage of the wool of 1,100,000 sheep 
and of the necessary stores to the sta
tions. In the Leichhardt district, which 
he had the honour to represent, there 
was a very large decrease indeed. In 
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1875 the number of sheep was 1,696,000; 
this year, he was sorry to say, there were 
only 810,000 ; but he did not despair of the 
districts of Darling Downs and Leichhardt, 
believing that under proper conditions they 
might recover, not only their old prosp~rity, 
but a great deal more. In the Leichhardt 
district the cause of the great reduction 
was very apparent ;-both the Springsure 
and Peak Downs districts were a large 
oasis, surrounded by scrubs, and inter
sected by scrubs, and from these came a 
very great increase of marsupials which 
devastated the country. Under a proper 
system this pest could be exterminated, 
and far more sheep than there were ever 
depastured on these districts could be kept 
on them; but to do that a better tenure
which was a very unpopular thing to advo
cate in that House-should be given. The 
runholders merely asked, and the many 
liberal-minded settl!'rs in the district agreed 
that the request was fair, that a better tenure 
should be given over part of the runs, so that 
the lessees might safely put up proper fences 
and take proper means for the extermina
tion of marsupials, and the rest· of the runs 
could be thrown open to free selection. 
The leader of the Opposition sneered at the 
idea of making the trunk railways lead to 
a large revenue, but he believed it would 
have that effect: anything which added to 
the prosperity of their towns would Cc'r
tainly increase the radius of selected and 
purchased laud outside. ·He was astonished 
that the hon. member for .Xorth Brisbane, 
who was always talking as if he were 
the champion of the freeselector, had 
not noticed a clause in his Local Go
vernment Act, last year, which was any
thing but fair to the freeselcctor. If he 
(Mr. Macfarlane) read it aright, a selector 
who had paid five or ten shillings per acre 
for his land might be assessed at any value; 
the value of his land might be put up to 
five or ten pounds per acre, but under the 
District Roads Bill the amount was limited 
to the value at the time of selection. As 
he had merely risen to correct an error 
into which the hon. gentleman had fallen, 
and not to criticise the Financial State
ment, he would now conclude his speech. 

Mr. MACKAY (whose opening remarks 
were inaudible) said that while he could 
-eompliment the Colonial Treasurer upon 
the pl:;~in, straightforward manner in which 
he had indicated his ideas in his Financial 
Speech, he could not refrain from observing 
that the speech itself was quite illogical, 
one part contradicting another in almost 
every other column. The hon. gentleman 
in writing out the speech evidently did not 
weigh the effect of his sentences, or com
pare the figures of the speech with the Esti
mates placed in the hands of hon. members. 
The designs and policy of the Government 
and the Premier were, however, plain, if 
one would take the trouble to look a little 

underneath the crust. The speech plainly 
meant that the whole policy of the Gov
ernment was to get up a gigantic system of 
railways into the western interior, and 
everything else proposed by them was to 
converge to that point. There was an en
larged sop or blind, after the kind offered 
to the electors of Fortitude Valley ;:....but 
the dredge contract was generally admitted 
to be de~irable; in this case he could not 
say that the sop held out was desirable, for 
it simply amounted to this-that the pro
gramme laid clown by the Government 
would complete the destructive process 
commenced some years ago, when the 
country was tied bv the neck by being 
committed to the cml'struction of an enor
mous extent of railways, which could 
not and would not prove reproductive 
during the lifetime of the present genera
tion, and were the cause of the present de
pression. By the policy now enunciated, 
it was proposed to tie the country by the 
heels, by raising another three-million loan 
to extend an error which had already 
proved injurious all over the colony; and 
the effect would be that the colony would 
be sunk bc·yond recovery. The sop Of 
£300,000 for branch railwavs was alto
gether too thin not to be seen through, and 
he did not think any man had a doubt as 
to what it meant, especially when it was 
known how many surveys had been 
effected and how many districts were look
ing forward to branch lines. It was stated 
in the speech that the Darling Downs was 
a likely district to attempt the experi
ment ; but the sop was too transparent, and 
the country would see as clearly through it 
as the electors of Fortitude Valley did 
through the promises held out to them. 
The House had been told by the 
hon. Colonial Treasurer that one reason 
why our railways did 'not pay was 
because the tariff was too low; but if 
hon. members were to ask any man who 
had used them, the reply they would get 
would be that the rates were too high. He 
expected that the Colonial Treasurer would 
have brought in a system whieh would have 
reduced the cost of railroad making one
third, and had he done that he (Mr. 
Mackay) would haYe been found sitting at 
his back; but during the time the Govern
ment had been in office they had utterly 
failed to introduce any improvement what
ever in our railway system, either as 
regards the construction of railways or 
the cost of working them ; and in the 
whole policy laid down by the Govern
ment since taking office not a tittle of 
statesmanship had been shown. What had 
their policy meant but to take and scatter 
to the four winds the efforts already made 
by the colony to progress P Any ass could 
seatter, but it took a good statesman to 
gather ; and it was expected of the Premier 
that he would step out, like a good Cameron 
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man, he might say, and bring the colony' 
out of the difficulty into which it had got. 
The Premier had a powerful majority 
at his back, as he (Mr. Mackay) had 
an illustration the other evening, and 
thought it would carry him through 
everything. The action of the Govern
ment had paralysed the country ;-when 
men did not know which way to turn; 
when working men did not know when 
they \\"ould be dischargPcl; when Civil Ser
vants did not know when they would be 
ousted, and business men did not know 
what to do, it was not the time to bring 
in further reductions; but it could be 
sa.Eely asserted that, although the Govern
ment had a majority at their back at the 
present time, if they were to appeal to the 
country on the policy now propounded 
they would not come back with the ma
jority. He would now run through the 
Premier's Financial Speech and comment 
upon it. He agreed with the first sentence 
that 1t was their duty to carefully investi
gate the causes of their straitened cir
cumstances, to distinguish those for which 
they were responsible from those over 
which they had no control. In the 
next sentence the hon. gentlemen said 
that the lesson adversity had so roughly 
taught them during the last two years 
should make them more cautious for 
the future-and espPcially cautious he (Mr. 
Mackay) would add, before committing 
themselves to a loan of three milhons 
which could not bring in any return to the 
present generation. 'l'hen the Premier said 
the late Treasurer estimated the revenue 
at £1,694,500, and added that in eight of 
the items there would be a decrease, one 
of which was the Southern and vVestern 
Railway, the receipts from which would be 
£40,000 short. The next was a telling 
sentence-

" Few persons acquainted with the condition 
of the colony enclorsed the sanguine antieipa
tions of the late Treasurer when he made 11is 
last <Jstimate ;-it was, in fact, generally con
ceded to be an over-estimate ; and the effect 
of the great falling off then apparent in our 
exports has shown itself in the diminished 
amount of import duties since collected." 
He was sure the Premier was in earnest 
when he wrote that, and believed that to 
represent the state of the colony. In the 
depressed state of the colony the country 
expected a bold, manly action from the 
Government; but what had happened from 
the time of the scattering of the Ipswich 
men to the present P One shot followed 
another, until the country was more 
demoralised than ever it was ;-the pro
posed three-million loan would not 
bring it back to the condition it was six 
months ago- would not remedy the mis
chief caused by the Government, and would 
uot restore the sound pluck of the people. 
He was glad to see the sugar industry 

mentioned. This was the first time he had 
ever seen it in a Treasurer's Statement, 
and he believed it was very unlikely there 
would "be any falling off this year ; on the 
contrary, if the frost kept off there would 
be a decided increase. The next item the 
hon. w·ntleman referred to was gold
fields-

" Our principal quartz goldfields have kept 
up their character. The general decrease m the 
yield is due to the exodus of Chinese and the 
exhaustion of our richer alluvial deposits." 
He must own that this sentence puzzled 
him a great deal, and unless the Treasurer 
was indulging in a lamentation because 
the Chine~e were leaving the colony he did 
not know what to make of it. As for the 
Chinese, from his knowledge of them, he 
did not think they were of any special 
benefit to the colony to induce them to 
lament over their absence, and he would be 
glad to get rid of them. The next para
graph was about as complete a piece of 
political bunkum as ever he heard in his 
life-

" The decline in our land revenue is attri
butable to other potent influences. The pur
chasing power of the colony has been much 
limited by unpropitious seasons, the effects of 
which we should naturally expect to see mani
fested in the land revenue, especially in regard 
to lands sold at auc•tion. I am justified in 
assuming that, in making his last year's esti
mate, my predecessm· gave every consideration 
to this influence on revenue. We must there
fore look deeper for the reasons which have so 
falsified that estimate, and so materially les
sened ~he ret-urns realised from land on Conso
lidated Rev,nue account." 

\Vhy did not the Treasurer state frankly, 
without all this rigmarole and clap-trap, 
that the selectors had paid up a great 
deal better than was expected? -he be
lieved that was the plain tr"nslation of 
it. "With regard to their having to come 
clown to the House begging, he was sorry 
to see another class of the community, for 
whom he had high esteem previously, 
cluing something of the same kind. Of all 
the miserable, beggarly arguments ever he 
heard in his life it was during the course 
of the debate on the Travelling Sheep 
Bill, the other night. He had heard hon. 
gentlemen standing up in that House, ask
ing for small votes for roads, sneered at 
and treated as roughly as they very well 
could be without using unparliamentary 
language; but of all the beggarly, hungry, 
miserable arguments ever he heard it was on 
that Sheep JJill, and amongst the gentlemen 
most interested in it. As a matter of 
curiosity, he had kept a record of the 
debate for his own edification, and for 
reference as occasion might require. If 
anything could shake his confidence in the 
squatting interest in this colony and lead 
him to the belief that it was a huge failure, 
it was the miserable 1)leading of those 
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gentlemen. They were not satisfied with 
getting the grass at a half-penny an acre ; 
but they could not afford to pay twopence 
per hundred on sheep travelling for grass. 
One proposed that a penny was enough; and 
that was thought very good, until another 
suggested that the roads should be a mile 
wide-and the whole party agreed that 
that was the best idea yet. The thought that 
occurred to his mind was, that they 
should throw the whole of that country 
open for these poor gentlemen, and make 
roads twenty miles, so that they should 
have plenty of grass. Perhaps then 
they would ask the Government to fence 
them in, stump and clear them, and plant 
them with good grasses, after refusing to 
give the Board of Inquiry a paltry sum to 
show which really were good grasses. His 
estimate of the farming classes had gone up 
tremendously since he had been in the House. 
He thought, not only were they a tho
roughly manly body, but they were also 
better off than others who some were 
inclined to look upon as the magnates and 
lords of the soil-the aristocracy of Queens
land. He was beginning to think that the 
dukes and marquises of the colony were 
not such great dignitaries as they were 
supposed to be, and that if the farming 
classes only continued to go on in the 
direction they were going they would soon 
take the lead in the colony. One hon. 
member who made himself pretty lively at 
times-he (Mr. Mackay) did not know 
what sheep station he represented, or how 
many "muttons" he had got, but this much 
he did know-that there was no mistake 
about the quantity of mutton he had got 
in his head. This hon. gentleman stated 
that as long as he got enough grass for his 
cattle he did not care a button for the 
sheep men. That was about the meaning 
of it. The next sentence in the statement 
-and it was a truthful sentence-read-

" We have never really yet been able to spare 
from our land revenue any sum for railway 
construction, be~ause the entire amount has 
been wanted and used for payment of interest 
on our loans." 
And this was the country they were now 
asked to vote £1,500,000 sterling-and no 
doubt it would take another £1,000,000-
to send railways into, although the Trea
surer told them that one reason why they 
had not. been able to get along was because 
our railways had been such a tremendous 
burden upon the country. Absurdity, he 
did not think, could go much further. The 
next paragraph read-

" One of the most discouraging decreases of 
public revenue is seen in the receipts from the 
Southern and Western Railway, which will be 
£40,000 short of the estimate, and £5,717 
short of the actual receipts of the previous 
year ; and this notwithstanding an additional 
length of 57 miles of line recently opened to 
public traffic." 

Just imagine that! Fifty-seven miles of 
additional line had been opened for traffic, 
the whole of whiGh was towards the sheep 
country, and yet they were told that that 
fifty miles had added something like 
£,1,0,000 to the deficit, and they were asked 
to make further additions to railways of 
that kind. He for one could not see it. 

"The same cause which injuriously affected 
our Customs duties also affected our railway 
traffic-namely, the contracted yield of mineral, 
agricultural, and pastoral products." 

vV ell, there were no mineral or agri
cultural products on that fifty miles of 
line ; and, if there had been, there would 
not have been such a great loss. One 
noticeable thing in connection with our rail
ways was, that they did not pay until they 
came down near the maligned townships, 
and parts of the country where settlers 
were located. The line between Brisbane 
and Ipswich paid very well, considering 
the fearful load of expenditure it had to 
bear; the line from Brisbane to Too
woomba paid reasonably well; but directly 
they got beyond that, to the squatting side 
of the country, it did not pay at all. The 
Treasurer went on to say-

" But notwithstanding this, the additional 
mileage of line should have counterbalanced the 
loss from diminished traffic. It has not done 
so, however, and one cause of unprogressiveness 
stands out prominently. Railway extension, to 
be successful, should stimulate settll3ment. Has, 
then, the settlement which we had a reason to 
expect been induced by the extension of the 
Sou them and Western Railway ?" 

The answer was an emphatic "No." He 
(Mr. lVIackay) entirely agreed with that, 
and it made one wonder when they heard 
gentlemen debating about this -western 
country, how they could forget what had 
happened on the Darling Downs. After 
all these years' experience, what had rail
ways done for settlement on the Darling 
Downs-country as good, to all accounts, 
as the other P What did the gentlemen 
who owned the vast estates on the Darling 
Downs contribute to the railways P And 
how was it that these estates were not 
turned into farms P They heard the Trea
surer state to-night that if the lands in the 
vVestern Railway Reserve had not been 
sold they would now be settled with farm
ing communities and their produce would 
have increased the traffic on the line ; but 
how was it that the lands on the Darling 
Downs had not been turned into farms by 
this time P Let them have this matter 
settled before they followed a system 
that had been notoriously a failure 
from beginning to end-the carrying 
of railways through the pastoral coun
try. The Treasurer told them, also, 
" capitalists had been cramped in their 
operations by the bleeding prol>ess they had 
undergone;" but he contended that if any 
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one had been cramped it wa~ the settlers 
throughout the country who had to p~y 
the penalty. 
"No doubt, however, these huge e~l ates, having 
been purchased by influential corporations and 
wealthy p,,rsom, will be improved when their 
owners have been allowed time to a~quire fr,'sh 
capital, and thi~ will ultimately have the effect 
of bringing additional traffic on the line." 

Now, the hon. the Treasurer was a shrewd 
sensible man, and he would ask him-why 
had no improvements been marle upon the 
huge. estt1tes on the Darling Dowr•s, such as 
Eton V nle, vV est brook, and Clifton ?-what 
reason was there to justify them in srend
ing further heavy sums in carrying railways 
into pastoral country when they could see 
close at their doors railways that had been 
alongside large pastoral e~tates and so little 
improvement going on in those <'states? They 
heard a good deal about ca]Jital, but it struck 
him that the same had happ<'ncd in Queens
land that had happenPd in Scotland and 
Ireland and other parts of the world-that 
directly men made capital from sheep 
they would go to England to spend it. 
How much did the revenue of this colony 
benefit by sheep squatters ? Certainly not a 
sufficient modicum to justify them in 
indulging in more railways to bring in 
more sheep country. Thrre was nothing t·1 
justify anything of the kind. The next 
paragraph in the Treasurer's Statement 
was s~trcastie, and he would call the atten
tion o£ the House to it-

" flo much for the revenue of the colohy, 
Let us now examine the expenditure. I doubt 
if there is anv country in the world in which 
the Central "Government undertakes and per
forms so many and so varied duties as llere. 
Just glance, ·sir, down the headings of tlw 
E"timates of public expenditure placed before 
you, and you will find sufficient evidence of its 
multilarious functions. 

" The Government has provided, free of cost, 
passages from Europe to our shores for 106,000 
people-more than one-half the prcsc'nt popu
lation of the colony; it subsichses our char~ table 
institutions on a scale of liberality rarely 
equalled in older countries ; it drills, clothes, 
and p:tys the Volunteers--" 

Then came a sore point, that they would 
hear of again before long he (1\fr. 1\iackay) 
was afraid-

" it bears the entire cost of the education of the 
young." 

He was astonished to hear that from the 
Colonial Treasurer, of all men. One of 
the chief boasts of that hon. gentlt,man's 
own country, i:::cotland, was its excellent 
systPm of national education; and Queens
land ought to be proud of a system of 
education which was hkdy to have similar 
beneficial effects, for our system, like that 
of Scotland, was specially calculated to 
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turn out an educated people ; and it ought 
not to be sneered at. The sentence pro
ceeded-
" It maintains reserves and parks for public 
recreation in the principal town" of the col .. my; 
it provides roaJs and bridges everywhere." 

But the Government were not going to 
provide roads and bridges any longer, 
and the unfortunates who required them 
would have to make them for themselves. 
GoYernments seemed to constantly forget 
that it was they who were the sellers of 
the land. \V ere he the owner of a large 
estate, and intended to sell it in selectionR, 
he would put it into the beRt shape possible 
in order to induce buyers to purchase and 
to prosper. Those who bought land from 
the Government had no other resource to 
look to for improvements in their means of 
communication; and he never could under
stand why, after the contract was made, 
those people should be constantly taunted 
about their roads and bridges. It was a 
great mistake, and the country would never 
prosper until this bugbear was put out of 
the way, and good roads and bridges were 
maintained. The sentence went on to 
say-
" H supplies railway communiPation to some 
distric~s at a price which does not pay the work
ing expenses of the lines." 

That brought him back to the point he 
started from. \Vhy had not this Govern
ment, beyond any of their predeeessors, 
done something to adjust this matter of 
rail11·ay communication, inducing more 
traific along the lines? The tariff was not 
too low, as the Colonial Tre:1surer stated ; 
on the contrary, it was so high as to prevent 
that communication there ought to be. The 
paragraph ended with these word;;-
" And it eYen relieves the Queenslander of one 
moiety of the cost of killing his own mar
supials." 

On first reading that sentence l1e thought 
there· was deep joke in it somewhere, and 
aftt>r turning it about in all dirL'ctions he 
had come to the conclusion that it was one 
of those specimens of Scotch "wut" 
generally supposed to be so difficult to 
understand, and, when underHtood, so 
very wide of the mark. The marsupials 
did not b,,long to the people of the colony; 
if th<'Y belonged to anybody they belonged 
to the Government. The speech then re
ferred to the proposed tax on prop~rty. In 
his opinion, land was the proper basis of 
taxation. \Vhy should a man who made 
improvements be taxed more than one who 
did not? It had been a great curse to this 
colony, allowing men to take up land in 
large blocks and hold it until other people 
improvt>d it for them, and benefitf'd thC'm 
while the process was going on. It would 
ha Ye been better for all parties if them had 



370 Financial Statement. [ASSEMBLY.] Financial Statement. 

been a tax on land from the very first day 
it was alienated from the Crown. The 
next sentence was one which no doubt ap
plied to the " lower orders"-
"While the working man is free to carry his 
labour to the best market, taxation solely for 
the improvement of property should not be 
allowed to encroach upon his means." 
They must be tramps who were here refer
red to, for respectable mechanics and 
artisans had homes of their own. We 
pitied the poor fellows who carried their 
swags about the country. A good deal 
had been said about the squatter and the 
farmer, and it had been asserted that the 
squatter was the farmer's best friend. 
But they had only to look around to see 
that the direct contrary of this was the 
fact, and that wherever the farmer came 
into connection with the squatter the farmer 
went to the wall. They were then told 
that suitable endowments would be made 
to local bodies ; and it had been said that 
a number of etceteras were to be given to 
certain of those local bodies which would 
not fall to the lot of others. If it was in
tended to favour those local bodies whose 
representatives here sided with the Gov
ernment, all he could say was that the 
system would not work : it would not be 
good for the Government, and he would be 
the last man to think that the Colonial 
Treasurer and the Minister for "\Vorks 
would countenance such a plan, and 
although rumours to that effect were rife 
he did not believe a word of them. Fur
ther on, the Colonial Treasurer said-

" Most of the Government departments are 
over-manned, yet it would be a task, as I have 
been taught by experience, far beyond the 
strength of any Mimstry to suddenly reduce all 
the official establishments." 
That was certainly not the case with re
gard to the Ipswich workshops. He knew 
a good deal more about that aii air than had 
been told the House, and some day he 
might feel inclined to tell the whole story. 
He was sorry the Government had not 
taken his advice about giving the super
intendents longer time, so that they 
might reduce their staffs as they would 
in any ordinary large business establish
ment. Neither did it seem a particularly 
difficult task to reduce the ninety -five police
men. The Premier had informed them that 
the increase in the Railway and Postmaster
General's Department was necessitated by 
the extended linPs and services, but would 
be at least partially recouped by in<'reasecl 
returns for works performed. Previously 
in the Speech the l'remier had stated over 
and over again that the greatest losses had 
been incurred where new works were con
cerned; and yet they were told, here, that 
larger profits were expected from those 
very places, and he failed to see how the 
two statements could be reco:nptlfld. Re. 

ferring, again, to the police dismissals, it 
was strange that no reductions had been 
made in the native police. White men 
could clo their work equally as well, and 
he did not think it creditable that in this 
nineteenth century Queensland should em
ploy men. who were notoriously savages to 
do 1ts pohce work. Then the .Premier gave 
his " melancholy example "-

" In my own department, for instance, a 
Customs officer was appointed three years ago 
to a place where he has never had the oppor
tunity of collecting Customs re¥enue, and where 
his departmental head does uot consider his 
presence has pre¥ented Customs frauds ; yet his 
remo-val, now, would necessitate the abandon
ment of a considerable amount of Government 
property provided for his con¥enience, while it 
would also diRcommode the public through cer
tain small official duties having been thrust 
upon him to his discharge of which the resi
dents have now become accustomed." 
This official who had been discharged seemed 
to be a useful, civil, and obliging man-and 
civility was not a too abundant quality in 
the Government service ; and he was some
what surprised that the Premier should 
have made a "melancholy example" of a 
servant because he happened to bll civil. 
Time would not permit him to analyse the 
Speech thoroughly, but he would just refer 
to another item or two in it. The Colonial 
Treasurer had told them, what they were 
all very sorry to hear, that the decrease in 
the number of sheep had been something 
fearful, but he failed to see that that was 
an argument why they should be induced 
to spend vast sums on extending railways 
into still more distant sheep country. The 
next sentence read-

" But pastoral occupation with sheep has 
been pushed furt.her west through various 
causes, and it is satisfactory to know that the 
westerly advance of our railways will soon 
enable them to recover the traffio which they 
have temporarily lost." 
A statement had been made by the hon. 
member for Leichhardt which seemed to 
him (Mr. Mackay) to show that fully two
thirds of the shePp sent clown were con
sumed by the pL'ople in the colony. Was, 
then, the country justified in making 
hundreds of lines of railroacls to bring 
down the sheep for the consumption of the 
people of the colony? The thing seemed 
utterly absurd. Next they came to another 
item, and it was at a part where he had 
expected to see some statesmanship dis
played-

" Instead of cutting down the expense of 
Government and curtailing the costly estab
lishments, which involved an outlay quite out 
of proportion to the available resources and 
population of the colony, it would have been a 
much easier and less invidious task to allow the 
expemliture to proceed on the same scale as 
before, and to propose additional taxation. 
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No easier method of augmenting revenue sug
gests itself to a Treasurer than to increase the 
Customs duties." 
Their Colonial Treasurer had found out 
a much easier method, for he came clown 
to the House and asked it to grant him a 
loan of three millions. In the Colonial 
Secretary's Department he observed a de
crease of £31,000, which, with the other 
departmental diminutions, totted up to 
£163,000, and that £130,000 of the money 
came out of the roads, bridges, and men 
knocked off Railway Works. But for 
the latter there did not seem quite so much 
reason on the part of GovPrnment as they 
had been told about. The following, from the 
Bunclaberg paper, would say something 
about that in referring to the construction 
of the Bundaberg railway-

" Gowrnment has quite a staff here in full pay 
already, and this, be it remembered, on a 44-
mile railway line being built by contract. 
There is a resident inspecting engineer, a draft
ing clerk, and two Government impectors, who 
travel up and down the line wherever work is 
proceeding. \.Vhat with the contractors' staff 
of engineers, inspectors, overseers, and those of 
the Government, the line is thick with them." 

Now, the Colonial Treasurer had stated 
that Queensland was the most heavily 
taxed colony in Australia. If it was, what 
had been done by the Government to pre
vent it? It certainly was not a good plan to 
hunt so many people out of the country as 
they had, for since the present Government 
came into office between three and four 
hundred carpenters had left the colony. 
These were the men who were the real 
taxpayers, and the very stamp of men that 
the Colonial Treasurer anticipatPd deriving 
his revenue from. The Colonial Treasurer 
then went on to say-

" After what has been already stated, the 
Committee will not be surprised to see that 
the largest item in the proposed Loan Estimate 
is that of £1,500,000 for the extension of our 
railways into the western interior. This sum 
provides for extensions to the extent of 500 
miles at £3,000 per mile." 

The House, before it gave a single penny of 
this money, should have full details before 
it-the engineer's plans and estimates, and 
everything to be obtained about this line. 
It was, to his mind, the same story which 
had been brought before the House over 
and over again any time during the past 
sixteen years, when Government cried, 
"Oh! give us the money, and we will 
make cheap railways." What justification 
was there for a Government to say, as ap
peared a little further on in the Statement, 
that they would be able to avoid additional 
taxation by means of these extensions, 
when there was no improvement shown to 
justify it. To give £1,500,000 for railway 
(:Jxten.sious to be constructed at £3,000 

a-mile where they could see no profitable 
result was out of the question, and although 
the engineers deserved credit for their re
duction in the price per mile and in the 
working expenses, that was no reason why 
they should commit themselves to a heavy 
expenditure of which they could not see 
the encl. The statement said that £3,000 a
mile for the further extension westward of 
the lines would be sufficient. For the last 
eight or nine years he had been in 
such a position that he was well ac
quainted with gentlemen resident out in 
theW est, and he (Mr. Maekay) could say 
he never believed it was the country for 
settlement that had been claimed for it. 
There was, it was true, a rich soil and rich 
grasse~; but if, on the other side, hon. 
members had investigated with the Board 
of Inquiry into the disease~ in plants and 
animals, and which had taken considerable 
trouble to investigate the grasses growing 
in the vVest, they would have se~n that 
the grasses were of the kinds that did not 
get better but worse by grazing. 

The PRE~IIER: Hinc illce lachrimce. 
Mr. J}fAcKAY continued that he had 

nothing against the fattaning properties of 
the grasses. But what did they read in 
the Courier that morning from a gentle
man who was thoroughly well able to 
speak on thlil subject, and who plainly 
showed that it was absurd to come and 
tell them that people could go and settle in 
a climate such as that. Having a good 
climate on the coast, as well suited for pur
poses of settlement as the interior, they 
did not need to go into the wilds of 
Queensland for farming country. Let him 
remind the hon. the Premier of what had 
happened in the Highlands of Scotland 
during this century, when the farmers
the blood and sinew of the country-had 
been hunted out and had gone to Canada, 
their farms being next tenanted by sheep; 
and a similar thing had occurred in Ire
land. The experience they had since 
gained had led them to banish sheep out 
of the country, and the men were again 
taking their places as before. It could be 
no justification, thereforP, to the House to 
suggest that railways to the interior would 
add to the development o.E sheep farming. 
It would be one of the greatest mistakes 
the country ever made, if they were led 
into the expenditure of hundreds of thou
sands of pounds for such a purpose. 
There was no instance of such a railway in 
Scotland, Ireland, America, or Canada, 
and but one in Australia, where the line 
was made by private enterprise to a 
pastoral district. If railways were to pay 
at all they must be constructed in the 
agricultural districts, and therefore he was 
surprised that Government had not come 
clown with a proposal to construct suit
able railways in the districts where t~\l 
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people were to be found. In the latter 
part of the Treasurer's Speech he said-

" FivP hundred miles adc1ec1 to our then main 
lines will carry each of them into the richest 
of our country, of value su!!lcient to tempt 
capitalists to unclcrtake our future railway
making on the ba~is of land grants." 
It was a direct insult to put such a state
ment as that before the capitalists they 
expected to be attracted here from the old 
country. Did the Treasurer say that were 
this country e>er so good it would justify 
them in making raibmys? Supposl' such 
a thing were possible, that the whole of the 
500 miles were constructed out to this 
western country, and that any company 
then came and gathered up the trai£c, the 
whole of the money which Government 
recei>ed would be wanted to pay the 
charges out in the West. There . was 
plenty of capital in England for invest
ment, and that being so he was glad to 
observe that the Colonial Treasurer had 
made one suggestion he concurred in-that 
there might be a svstem ·of guarantee. If 
the Treasurer did. propose that, he would 
have him (Mr. Mackay) with him. 

The PRE:lliER: I never proposed any 
thing of the sort. 

Mr. MACKAY said that he had received 
letters from firms in the old country asking 
for particulars of a railway with which his 
(Mr. Mackay's) name had bem mixed up 
-the South Brisbane line-and wishing to 
know if it would be guaranteed by Gov
ernment, on the plans of their own engi
neer, to pay 4 per cent. on the capital. 
There would be plenty of capital forth
coming if the Parliament wPre to gua
rantee even a small percentage, and he 
desired to see the system introduced. Be-

. fore he concluded he desired-feeling 
compelled against his will- to make a 
per~onal rl'fer2nce : he wished it clearly to 
be understood that he represented one of 
the wealthiest, most numerously populated, 
and, he might add, best abused of 
the electorates of the colony, and that 
being so he had a right to speak on 
behal£ of that eleCtorate. Had it not 
been for political spleen, something more 
like justice would have been done to that 
electorate before this. He did not stand 
before them a hard-up man. He had 
heavy interests in the colony. It was true 
he might not cut a great figure in public; 
he did not keep a carriage and drive about, 
but he could keep his feet all the timP, and 
there were none of his bills going about. 
He belonged to the class of workers in the 
colonv-to the class of men who workPd 
hard and paid their way. He had heard, 
since he had been in the House, a good 
deal about mechanics. He was a mechanic 
himself, and was proud of it. He well 
recollected when he earned his 12s. a day, 
and now he might sign a cheque with some 

of them on the other side of the House 
who pretended to be great magnates. 
t'everal times he had been very glad to 
avail himself of being a mechanic, and had 
found it a very useful thing to be one. 
He had workPd at the Government Print
ing Office, and he could tell them that 
when he left he did so with an assurance 
that lw could come back whenever he liked. 
He had since earned as many pounds a-day 
as he then earned shillings, and was 
equally pleased, as was natural. However, 
that was not the question. He could say 
that there were many c-onstituencies which 
were not getting their due share of expen
diture ; and he contended that it was the 
first duty of every hon. member of that 
House to look to those portions of the 
colony which were populated chiefly by the 
settler classPs. Let them have a central 
railway to go, as engineers would say, to 
some objective point-to either Clermont or 
Springsure, or both ; let other lines go to 
Roma, or to Charters Towers, and there 
let them remain until they had shown 
by the traffic on them that extensions were 
justified. Their great object should be 
to look to what was likely to be for the 
prosperity of the whole colony, and 
not mc•rely study the interests of one 
class. And, as regarded that class, the 
pastoral tenants, he would tell them that 
the >ery best market they could have for 
th~ir meat was Qu,'ensland itself. The 
member for Roekhampton made a very true 
remark, when he said that squatters were 
getting quitP enough for their cattle at £5 
a-head ; and he agreed with that hon. 
member, that it was humbug to compare the 
beef and mutton of this colony with that of 
the mother-country. He had seen Aus
tralian tinned bPef and mutton openpd at 
home, and found it to be ragged--all fibre, 
in fact; but what otherwise could be ex
pc>cted when cattle were driven hundreds of 
miles, over pc•rha11s bad country, before 
they were killNl? If they wanted to pro
mote the prosperity of all classes, they 
must look at their actual position and 
act accordingly. Onr position was this
that we had a certain amount of men and 
money ; and it was their duty as members 
to see that they did not stretch their efforts 
too far- that what they did was for the 
benefit of the populous parts of the 
country. Tf that was done he was certain 
it would be better both for those who re
sided in the populous parts of the country, 
and for those who;;e interests were in the 
more distant and sparsely-populated dis
tricts. 

Mr. \V ALSH said that of all the nonsense 
that had ever fallen from the lips of any hon. 
member of that House he knew nothing 
that had come up to that thc>y had been 
listening to from the h<'n. member who had 
just sat down. They had heard the policy 
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of the Government described in various 
forms, and all he could say in regard to 
their railway policy was, that he trusted it 
would prove to be more beneficial to the 
colony than the visit of the hon. nwmber to 
Philadelphia had been. ·with reference to 
the Financial Statement he looked upon it as 
being the most explicit, and certainly the 
most able, e\·er -delivered in that House. 
Had the criticism of it b0en in the hands 
of any other than the late Colonial Trea
surer it would have met with severer treat
ment than it had donP, perhaps; but al
though he had listened very attentively to 
that hon. member's comments upon it he 
failed to see that many faults had been 
found with it. It was the statement of a 
Treasurer who evidently knew what he 
had to deal with. They had been told 
that they would have £1,000,000 less to 
expend this year, owing to the falling 
off in wool, tin, and copper; but they all 
knew that in such things there was 
a constant rise and fall of prices, and 
that when things got to their worst they 
were sure to mend, so that there was every 
reason to hope for a better state of affairs 
in regard to those pro,lucts. The hon. 
memba for South Brisbane had told them 
that the best market for their bepf and 
mutton was to be found in QucPnsland; 
but that was not his (Nir. "\Yalsh's) 
opinion, as he could not underst:md why, 
with Singapore, with its six or seven 
steamers coming in and going out daily, 
so near to us, we could not find a market 
there, not for tinned meats such as had 
been sent to England, but for our cattle. 
He thought too much attention had been 
paid to supplying the people of England 
with fresh meat, although that might be 
done some clay; and that there was no 
reason why we could not export salt 
beef to the Cape, for instanct•. He did not 
view the matter as a squatter, but as 
a business man, as anythinJ which in
creased the trade of the colony must tend 
to promote its general prosperity. He had 
ent(lred that House prepared to support the 
present Gov0rnment, when in Opposition, 
on the policy they had enunciated, and he 
was glad to find that now tht•y were in 
power they were determined to give effc·ct 
to that policy. He quite agreed with the 
late Treasurer that some limit should be 
placed to the cost of our railways-that it 
should be less than hitherto; anclhehad been 
glad to find that a contract on the Central 
Railway had bt'enlet at less than £2,000 a
mile. There were, unfortunakly for the 
colony, two wretched railways ,,-hieh \\-ould 
never pay-namely, the Bundaberg and 
JUount Perry, and the :M aryborough and 
Gympielines. :-'ofarfrom bc•nefitingllwpeo
ple of .Maryborough, hP belic>wcl that ;;iJ<ce 
the formation of those liucs l1ad commenced 
two-thirds of the business men had gone 
insolvent. He thought that raihays should 

only be constructed where there was proof 
that they would pay interest on the cost of 
construction, and if the hon. member for 
South Brisbane could prove that his 
favourite line there would do that, and be 
for the benefit of the settlers, he would 
support it. There was one point in connec
tion with trunk rail ways, which was this: 
that in this colony we had no navigable 
rivers into the interior, and that if ever we 
want to settle the country we must have 
railways. For some time the "\Vestern 
railway passed over only what was wret
ched bad country, but now it was get
ting on to the good land, and the same 
would be the case with the Central line. 
At the same time, he thought that the 
large runs could be very profitably cut up 
into smaller estates, as the country was so 
riehly grassed as to permit of !hat being 
done with advantage. For instance, one 
gentleman, Mr. Tyson, had 200 miles water 
frontage on the \:Varrego, which could be 
far more advantageously used by having a 
large population settled on it. In con
nection with railways was the question of 
land laws, and he must say for his own 
part that he should be glad to see the day 
when the land question was not made a 
party question, but both sides would join 
in making a good Bill, which they certainly 
had not at present. He thought, for in
stance, that a better tenure should be 
given to pastoral tenants, so that they 
might be induced to invest their capital. 
The hon. Colonial Treasurer had in his 
s pcech gone in for retrenchment, and from 
his (Mr. "\Valsh's) opinion it was necessary, 
as he knew places where far more Civil Ser
vants were employed than was really neces
sary. "\Vithregard to the dismissals from the 
Ipswich workshops, he looked upon I ps
wich as ha\·ing been the curse of the 
country ever since its foundation, and he 
hoped the workshops would be brought 
down to the metropolis, whel."e they ought 
to be. It was unjust to the city, 
and a thing unheard of, that materials 
should be landed here from England 
and then carriecl twenty- five miles to 
Ipswich. The poor man's cry had been 
very useful to some, but no man was a 
greatpr enemy to the poor man than those 
who raised the cry. It was an insult to 
the working classes, who were quite able to 
find employment, and did not want to be 
kept as paupers. A,s to the police force, 
if any reduction was made it should be in 
the native police force. In his district the 
blacks were now just as bad as ever they 
\Yere, and he maintained that people ought 
to proteet themselns. Only two days ago a 
telvgram had been received, stating that 
two hor~Ps Lelonging to the GoYernment, 
and costing £86, had been sp-_ ared 
and eaten by the bla~ks within seven 
miles from Port Douglas. He was 
very much pleased to hear that the 
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horses belonged to the Governm~nt, as it 
was better so than that they should belong 
to a poor carrier. He had known carriers 
to have their whole team taken, speared, 
and eaten. The white police were a credit 
to the colony and an improvement upon 
the native police, for whom there was no 
need. They were simply a staff to polish 
the boots of the inspector, keep his spurs 
and stirrup-irons bright, and see that the 
gold band on his cap was in thorough 
repair. He thoroughly approved of the 
action of the Government with regard to 
the sale of runs. Though he should have 
been glad to see competition from the other 
colonies, it was well known in this case 
that there would be no competition because 
the tenure was too short, and there was no 
inducement for outside people to inspect. 
An instance had been related to him as a 
fact in which a man came to Bowen and 
levied black-mail on two or three persons 
by threatening to bid against them. vV as 
it desirable, in the interests of the colony 
or in the interests of society, to allow 
a number of such people to attend 
the land sale in Brisbane and then levy 
black-mail all round at the land sales 
throughout the colony P They would, 
if they allowed that, be encouraging a 
class of swindlers who ought to be in gaol 
instead of at large. A good deal had been 
said in the debate about the falling off of 
the revenue, but he considered that neither 
the Colonial Treasurer nor the Colonial 
Secretary had sufficient moral courage to 
tell one great reason why the revenue had 
fallen off, or else they thought it would be 
impolitic to do so. Through the miserable 
action which had been taken in respect to 
the Cook district, there had been a loss to 
the revenue of £30,000 to £40,000 for the 
last year, as he could prove by figures. It 
was a fact that in 1874, when there was a 
rush of Chinese to the Palmer district, 
the hon. the Speaker, and the present 
Minister for Works, knowing the danger 
and hardships that would result, called the 
attention of the House to the fact of the 
Chinese having come. The Government, 
however, did not interfere then, nor in 
1875 ; but they interfered in 1H76, when 
there were 20,000 Chinamen on the field, 
and all the places fit for Europeans to 
work had been swamped by Chinese. They 
had, in fact, to quote a proverb, " shut 
the stable door after the horse was 
Htolen." They allowed the Chinese to 
come when they might have prevented 
them, and they prevented them when 
there was nothing left but Chinese digging. 
Every right-thinking man protested while 
the goldfields were good that it was wrong 
io allow the Chinese to come and reap the 
profit of the work of the European. That 
view was represented to the Government, 
but nothing was done until 1876, when 
action was taken. The result was that the 

Chinese had sirice been decreasing, until 
there were now not more than 4,000 or 
5,000; and the European population on the 
alluvial goldfields had also been decreas
ing. Commercial ruin had been brought 
upon a large number of carriers, store
keepers, and others, and the returns from 
Cooktown, from £80,000 a year, had fallen 
to something like £30,000 or £40,000. Had 
the European population been in any way 
benefited he would have been the last man 
to object, but the Government had failed 
to benefit a single European, and were not 
likely to benefit one. By shutting out the 
means of working the goldfields they had 
simply deprived the colony of its ordinary 
revenue, which was now very much 
needed; and the late Treasurer and the 
present one knew it very well,.but they were 
afraid to face the subject. He had his 
own opinion on the subject, and as long as 
he sat in the House he should express his 
views as clearly and explicitly as he could. 
He meant to say that the action taken had 
done harm in more ways than one. Had 
the Chinese not come on to the goldfield 
in the early clays a greater amount of 
capital would have been taken out of the 
alluvial fields, and that capital would have 
been devoted to the development of the 
very rich reefs that existed in the district. 
He pointed this out to show that legisla
tion, when it came, came too late, and at a 
time when it was impolitic. The great 
anti-Chinese storekeepers were now all 
going insolvent, and wanted the Chinese 
back. The goldfields were virtually aban
doned and left to the Chinese, because the 
f<Verage earnings of a Chinaman were 15s. 
to 20s. a week, and, as every one knew, it 
was impossible for a European to live in 
that district unless he got £3, £4, or £5 
worth of gold in the week. Hon. members 
did not generally consider that there were 
400 square miles in the Palmer district with 
alluvial gold all over it, and rich reefs which 
all the bad Acts that could be passed 
would not prevent from being worked. 
A death-blow had, however, been adminis
tered to the white residents, from which 
very few would recover. No hon. member 
was less anti-Chinese than he was, but he 
held that they were an inferior race whose 
labour should be utilised by .Europeans, 
who should get the benefit. He would ask 
any hon. member whether the lands on the 
J ohnson, Mossman, and Daintree Rivers
the richest sugar lands in the world-were 
to be utilised by white labour? No lands 
in the colony were equal to those for rice, 
coffee, tea, sugar, and all tropical products; 
but white men could not take up the coun
try unless they got some labour to utilise 
it. They had virtually shut out of the 
colony the class of labour which some day 
or other they would have to admit. Sooner 
or later, separate and distinct legislation 
would have to be brought forward for that 
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portion of the colony. With reference to 
the export~ and revenue from Cooktown, 
he found the results were as follows:
The export of gold in 1H7 4 was £492,660 ; 
in 1875, £664,466; in 1876, £691,272; in 
1877, £641,327 ; in 1878, £456,965; and up 
to the 30th April in this year, £95,552. 
With regard to the revenue, he would point 
out that in the early days goods were re
ceived duty paid from Brisbane, and there
fore the a.mounts appeared smaller than 
they otherwise would. The revenue de
rived from Cooktown in 1874 was £22,951 
16s. 7d.; in 1875 £49,524 lOs.; in 1876 
£67,273 9s. ; in 1877 £83,567 6s. 10d.; in 
1878, £56,015 7s. 3d. ; and in 1879 up to 
the 30th April, £14,201 5s. 5d. It had 
been said of the late member for Cook that 
he was always in favour of spending public 
money in the Cook district. He (Mr. 
W alsh) could assure the House that there 
was no district had a better right to look 
for such expenditure. Admitting all that 
had already been spent a large balance still 
remained to the credit of the Cook district; 
so that, when reasonable "Votes 'to make good 
roads to the goldfields came before the 
House, they were entitled to, and would, 
he felt sure, receive the support of hon. 
members on both sides, e~pecially as the 
reaction for the better must come from the 
Cook district. They had passed through 
the worst ordeal, and for the future the 
Cook would be the most important district 
in the colony. 

Mr. MACFARLANE (Ipswich) moved the 
adjournment o£ the debate. 

Question put and passed. 
On the motion of the PREMIER, the re

sumption of the debate was made an 
Order of the Day for to-morrow; and the 
House adjourned at a-quarter to 11 o'clock. 




