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Formal Motions.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Tuesday, 10 June, 1879.

Formal Motjons.—Collection of Electoral Rolls.—Ques-
tions.—Navigation of Port Pioneer.—Exeeution of
4 Criminal.—Flectoral Rolls Bill—committee.—
Trinanecial Statement—adjourned debate.

The SprEaxer took the chair at half-

past 3 o’clock.
FORMAL MOTIONS.

The following formal motions were
agreed to:—

By Mr. Watsg—

That there be laid on the table of this House
a Return showing—

1. The cost of construction of the three
J etties at Cooktown.

1879—y
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2. The- rent " received from same to 3lst
March last.

8. How, and to what fund, has the rent
be:n applied.

By Mr. NorTOoN-—

That the following papers, viz. :—

1. Dated Q. N. Railway Survey Office, 1st
May, 1877.—Extract from Mr. W, Haunam's
report to Mr. R. Ballard : Central Island to-
wards Gladstone, Casuarina Creek.

2. Dated Railway Branch, Rockhampton,
30th October, 1878.—Memo. from the Chief En-
gineer, Northern Railway, to the Commissioner
ior Railways, Brisbane : Trial surveys, Central
Island towards Gladstone, and Gracemere to
Gladstone.

3. Dated Railway Survey Office, N. Rail-
way, 19th September, 1878.—Letter to R.
Ballard, Esq., Chief Engineer, Q.N.D., from
Willoughby Hannam,—
which were included in Return to an Order
made by this House, dated 15th May, relative
to “ Ruilway Survey from Gladstone,” and laid
upon the table of the House on the 2lst
ultimo—be printed.

COLLECTION OF ELECTORAL ROLLS.

Mr. O’SuLLivaN moved the adjournment
of the House, in order to refer to a misin-
terpretation out of doors of some remarks
reported in Hansard on the 4th instant. He
replied to the hon. member for the Logan,
and in the course of his remarks asked him
what he thought of a man who was ap-
pointed year after year as collector of an
electoral roll, and who after collecting sat
on the revision bench. He (Mr. O’Sullivan)
was contradicted by the hon. member for
Bundanba on this point;—the hon. member
was understood to say that—

“He remembered the collector to whom he
presumed the hon. member for Stanley re-
ferred being objected to taking a seat on the
revising bench; if the hon. member had ever
seen him sit on the bench he (Mr. Hendren)
had not.”

It appeared that this matter had been
somewhat talked about outside, and he
(Mr. O’Sullivan) had been in communica-
tion with the gentleman referred to, who
had written to him in consequence of the
statement made in one of the newspapers.
He found, however, that he was cor-
rectly reported in Hanserd, and he
therefore repeated what he really did
say, and which was what he had
intended to say-—namely, that a man, a
magistrate in Ipswich, had been year after
year appointed by the bench to collect
the lists of the police district of Ipswich,
and that that gentleman had sat several
times on the bench as a magistrate for
revising the rolls. Of course, he could not
mean the rolls he had collected, because
he could not sit on the bench at that time,
when he would be required as a witness.
In order that justice might be done, he
(Mr, O’Sullivan) should call for gertaiu
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returns from the Colonial Secretary which
would clear up the affair; but his object
when he first alluded to the subject was not
to mention names, but to cureagreatevil. It
was very unbecoming for a magistrate to col-
lectrolls at all, and still mere unbecoming to
sit on the revising bench after he had col-
lected them. Any magistrate who took all
that work to himself was too greedy, and
anyone who gave it all to his neighbour was
oo liberal. Sinee the publication of his
remarks he had received the following
letter : —
“Tpswich, June 5, 1879.

“P, O’Sultivan, Esq., J.P., ML.L.A,

“Dear Sir,—In the Ipswieh Observer of
yesterday’s date you are reported to have said, in
the Legislative Assembly, ‘that you knew a case
at Ipswich in which a J.P. collected a roll and
then sat on the bench to revise it.” This state-
ment is untrue, as far as I am concerned. I
was a sub-collector for the Bundanba electo-
rate. Captain Townley and Mr. C Gorry were
the only J.P.’s who sat on the bench to revise
the roll. T have sent this explanation in case
anything more is said about it.

“Yours respectfully,
W, WaBLAND.”
In reply to this he (Mr. O’Sullivan) wrote
the following :—
“Ipswich, June 6, 1879.
“ William Warland, Xsq., J.2., Ipswich.

“Dear Sir,—In reply to your letter of yes-
terday’s date justreceived, I can onlysay that I
have not seen the report to which you refer, and
that I refusc to hold myself responsible for the
versions the newspapers may choose to give of my
utterances in Parliament. If what I stated on
the ocecasion to which you alludeis not correctly
reported in Hansard, I will correct it on Tues-
day next, in my place in the House, from the
records of the Ipswich revision court.

“ 1 remain, &e., .
“P. O’SULLIVAN.

Inorder to give Mr. Warland every oppor-
tunity of fair play, and show that he (M.
O’Sullivan) had no object but the cure of
what he considered an evil, he should ask
the Colonial Secretary to lay on the table
of the House a return showing, first, how
often and on what days had William War-
land been appointed collector of the elec-
toral lists for the district of Bundanba,
and how often and on what days had he
sat on the bench to revise the electorallists
for that district. That was all the satis-
faction he could give either Mr. Warland
or the hon. member who had contradicted
him, and the public could then judge be-
tween them. i’

Mr. HenprEx said that the impression
left on the minds of most hon. members,
when the hon. member for Stanley made
the statement referred to, was that the
magistrate had collected the rolls and
afterwards sat at the revision court. He
might have taken the matter wrongly him-
self, but, whether he had done so or not,
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other hon. members had done so too. Mr.
‘Warland had never sat at a revision of his
own roll, but he might have sat at the
revision of other rolls in none of which he
was interested. He was satisfied with the
proposed mnotice of motion. If what the
hon. member for Stanley implied were
true, the magistrate was unfit for his posi-
tion as a justice of the peace. .

Mr. Mesrox had also received a com-
munication from Mr. Warland on the sub-
jeet, in which he stated :—

“I was a sub-collector for the electorate of
Bundanba ; Captain Townley and Mr. Gorry
were the only magistrates who sat on the bench
to revise the roll.”

And again—

“On the revision day not one local J.P.

attended the court; the P.M. could not do the
work himself—one J.P. had to read out the
names, and another J.P. was wanted to tick
them off ;—this being the case, I helped to
revise some of the rolls, but not as a political
partisan.”
This, then, showed that Mr. Warland sat
on the bench while some of the wrolls
were being revised. but not during the
revision of the roll he had collected.

QUESTIONS.

Mr. HexprEx asked the Colonial Secre-
tary—

1. If the additional salary of £10 per annum,
voted last year to each of the two senior war-
ders at Woogaroo Luuatic Asylum, has been
paid to them ?—and, if not, why not ?

2. Also, if same additionl salary has been
paid to two junior warders?—and if so, why
was it so paid ?

The Corox1AL SEcRETARY (Mr. Palmer)
said £10 was paid to the senior warders—
.., to the warders whom the surgeon-
superintendent has promoted to that posi-
tion.

Mr. Hexnprey said that the answer of
the hon. member was so unsatisfactory that
he would move the adjouwrnment of the
House.

The Spesxer said the hon. member
would not be able to put himself right by
moving the adjournment.

NAVIGATION OF PORT PIONEER.

On the motion of Mr. AMHEURST, leave
was given to introduce a Bill for the
improvement of the Navigation of Port
Pioneer, situated in the Mackay Electorate.

EXECUTION OF A CRIMINAL.

The Hon. S. W. GrirriTa said he rose to
call the atiention of the Ilouse to a matter
of some importance, and would conclude
his remarks with a motion. As hon. mem-
bers were no doubt aware, an execution had
taken place within the walls of the Bris-
bane Gaol under somewhat extraordinary
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- and distressing circumstances. JIe pre-
sumed that some inquiries would be made
as to the mode in which the sentence was
carried out, and the aeceident which oc-
curred, and therefore it was not for that
reason that he now rose to move the ad-
journment of the House. He rose to call
attention to the fact that no notice
had been given to the publiec or to
the Press that the Executive had decided
upon carrying out the scitence of the
Court. It was a most extraordinary thing
that nothing should have been heard of the
man after being sentenced to death until a
paragraph appeared in the paper stating
that he had been exeeuted. This was not
the first but the second time such a thing
had taken place sinee the present Govern-
ment came into office, the first being in
January or February last, when a prisoner
was sentenced to death; but whether the
sentence was carried out or not had re-
mained a secret to all the world. With
respect to the man executed vesterday, he
had been senteneed to death only two or
three weeks previously at the Northern
Assizes. Tt had always becn the prac-
tice that when the Goverument dealt
with such an important matter as the death
or reprieve of a eriminal the fullest pub-
licity should be given to it. The agitation
which was now going on in' New South
Wales showed the grave impropriety of
capital sentences being carried out in this
secret manner, without anything respeeting
the prisoner being made known to the world
after his leaving the dock. Ie sincerely
hoped that this case would not be estab-
lished as a precedent, as a case might be or
might not be one in which the public took
great interest, and might wish to move
His Excellency to grant a reprieve. With
regard to the man who was executed yester-
day, nothing was previously known to the
public beyond his being sentenced to death;
1t was not even known whether he had an
opportunity of being attended by a minister
of religion: all they knew was this—that
after the sentence was carried out there
was a paragraph in the papers saying that
they had reccived no intimation that the
execution was to take place.

The Coroxrtan Srcorerary said he should
have expected, from the hon. gentleman’s
legal knowledge, some better interpretation
of the meaning of the law with reference
to executions. He would draw the hon.
gentleman’s attention to the 59th section of
the Criminal Aect, which said—

““The sheriff under-sheriff or deputy as afore-
said shall be present at such execution together
with the gaoler and proper officers of the gaol
including the physician or surgeon together with
all magistrates who shall think fit and such
constables military guard and adult spectators
as the sheriff under-sheriff or deputy as afore-
said may think fit.”
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After that he thought the House might
have been spared the speech of the hon.
gentleman opposite

Mr.Grrrrrri : You do not understand it.

The CoroxNial SecrETARY said the hon.
member spoke as if he (Mr. Palmer)
was the chief hangman of the colony.
At any rate, when he saw the para-
graph in the papers, he inquired into
the whole matter, and he had been
told by the Sheriff that he bad ecar-
ried out everything previously done on the
occasion of any execution. e had the
Sheriff at his office, this morning, to ask
him about this unfortunate affair, and he
had been assured that everything neces-
sary and usual had been done; and what
on earth the hon. gentleman opposite wanted
more he could not understand.

The Hon. J. Dovaras said he could not
understand what the lion. gentleman who
had just sat down meant. It was quite
true that the hon. member had vead the
letter, the dead-letter of the law, but the
hon. member seemed to think that because
he had complied with the striet letter of
the law he had done his duty. He (Mr.
Douglas) thought different, as Le con-
sidered that an hon. gentleman in his
high position should take care that the
public were satisfied that the course of the
law had been properly carried out. But
in the present case no one knew anything
about it—in fact, so far as the public
were concerned, the man might be now
in gaol. It was very undesirable, in-
deed, that the functions of the Executive
Government should be confined to the
strict letter of the law in the matter. It
was the bounden duty of anyone in the
high and responsible position of the hon.
Colonial Seeretary to see that the public
knew that the sentence of death passed on
a criminal was to be carried out—even the
date and hour at which the execution was
to take place. It was true that this legis-
lature, and legislatures in other parts of
the world, had authorised secret execu-
tions in order to put anend to the undesir-
able notoriety that was attached to the
execution of criminals, bub it was still de-
sirable for the proper administration of the
law that the public should be satisfied
that everything was done that should be
done on such occasions. Surely, the hon.

¢ gentleman did not mean to say that his

officers took no steps to notify to the public
through the Press that the exceution in
question would take place? There was

| nothing more important cn which the Exe-

cutive had to deliberate than the carrying
out of the extreme sentence of the law, and

i he considered that the Government had

been guilty of a grave departure from the
usual practice in such cases in not having
had the decision of the Executive commu-
nicated to the Press.
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The Premrer (Mr. MelIlwraith) said
that if the hon. gentleman who moved the
motion had confined his remarks to the
fact that some notification should have
been given to the Press of the execution
taking place he should have agreed with
him, but to say that the Government had
departed from the usual practice in such
cases was what he must deny. He should
like to know in what respect any departure
bad taken place? Assoonastheyheard of
the unfortunate oceurrence at the gaol they
sent for the Sheriff, who assured them that
he had not departed from the usual course
in any particular. XKnowledge of the in-
tended execution had reached the publiecin
the same way as before, no official intimation
being given of any executions. Surely, the
hon. gentleman did not consider it part of
the Sherifi’s duty to go to the Courier or
Telegrapkh offices and inform them P—and he
certainly could not think that Ministers,
whenever they put their signatures to an
Executive minute, should go and inform
the Press. If the hon. gentleman did so
he wandered a long way from the bounds
of common sense, and was imposing duties
on them that did not attach to their posi-
tions at all. He was aware of one thing—
that it was perfectly well known in town
that the execution was to take place.

Mr. Garriox was of opinion that there
¢ould not be a more important matter than
that brought forward by the hon. leader
of the Opposition. The question of
dealing with the life of a criminal was
one of the highest importance, and
surely they were mnot going to follow
the practice in Turkey, where, by the
simple word of the Sultan, a man might be
thrown into the Bosphorous and nothing
more said about him. He had been in-
formed that it had always been the practice
in the Colonial Secretary’s Office, when the
Executive had decided that a capital sen-
tence should be carried into effect, that
the Colonial Secretary or Under Secretary
caused it to be publicly notified that the
sentence would be carried out. The reason
of that was quite clear—namely, that the
public should, if necessary, have an oppor-
tunity of moving in the matter, and peti-
tioning, as had been the case in New South
‘Wales lately, that the sentence should not
be carried out. They knew that it had
been the practice hitherto, after sentence
had been passed on a prisoner, that the
Judge’s notes should be before the Execu-
tive Council, and that the Executive should
deliberate as to whether the sentence should
be carried out or not; and their determina-
tion should be made public. But the
present was not a singular departure from
the practice, as the same secresy had been
observed on one other occasion, as stated
by the leader of the Opposition. At any
rate, it had been shown pretty conclusively
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that no execution should take place until
notice has been given by the Executive, so
that the public might have an opportunity
of moving in the matter.

Mr. MoreuEAD said he had been sur-
prised at the hon. member for Moreton
talking sueh rot as they had just heard.
That hon. member had referred to a case
now pending in New South Wales, but
there was no parallel whatever between
the two. The hon. member called atten-
tion to the fact of this man having been
done to death without any publicity having
been given to the exccution; but it was
known to the public weeks ago that the
man was sentenced to death, and they had
taken no action in the matter as the people
were doing in New South Wales. The
hon. member had tried to make capital
about the Press being absent from the
execution ; but he took opposite views from
the hon. member on that subject, for if he
had his way the Press should be excluded
from all executions; his experience, and
that of others, being that the Press on
such occasions glorified the criminal and
indulged in highly-sensational descriptions
for the edification of a morbid class of the
public. The hon. Colonial Secretary had
proved clearly and fully that everything
that had been done heretofore had been
done on the present oceasion.

Mr. GrirFiTE : No. .

Mr. MoreEEAD said the hon. leader of
the Opposition had not proved that any-
thing had not been done, and he had been
waiting to hear in what respect there bad
been any omission. The hon. Colonial
Secretary said that when he saw the noiice
in the papers he sent for the Sheriff, who
told him that everything had been done in
the usual way. If there had not been an
unfortunate accident there would not have
been a single word said.

Mr. REa said the hon. member had cha-
racterised the speech of the hon. member
for Moreton as ‘““rot,” but what they had
heard from the hon. member himself might
very aptly be termed dry-rot, as they had
heard from him that the Press should be
excluded from all executions;—and the re-
mark was applauded by the Colonial Secre-
tary.

The CoroNtaL SECRETARY : Why, I was
not even in the House at the time.

Mr. Rea said that the hon. gentleman
was getting such a preponderating influence
on his side of the House that naturally
other hon. members were echoing his voice,
and that caused him (Mr. Rea) to make
the mistake. He had been told that such
a thing had never before occurred in this
colony as the Press being kept inignorance
of an execution, and no doubt some new
influence was being brought to bear to
intimidate the Press. He hoped that some
other hon. members would express an
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opinion whether the Press was to cease to
be recognised by the Government of this
colony or not.

Mr. Warsug thought that if blame at-
tached to anyone for the unfortunate
affair which had taken place it was the
Sheriff, who had not the appliances in
proper working order, and certainly not to
the Government.  Everyone must regret
the occurrence which had taken place; but
it appeared to him that the course usually
adopted had not been departed from, and
it had not been shown that the Government
wished to conceal the execution from the
Press. It seemed to him that the Press
had failed to get information for itself
which was known to others. In reference
to what had oceurred in New South Wales,
there was no analogy whatever to the case
before -them. This was a case of most
brutal murder ; it was known to the publie,
and the man had been sentenced to death,
and very properly executed. There were
no extenuating circumstances to lead the
public to petition for a reprieve. He re-
gretted the circumstance as much as any-
one, but it had not been shown that there
had been any omission to do what was
usually done 1 such cases. He was sorry
that the time of the House had been wasted
on such a matter, instead of being devoted
to the more important questions before it.

Mr. AmHUrsT did not suppose for one
moment that the Ministry had neglected
their duty, but he looked upon the matter
from a different point of view. In recent
English papers they had heard of a fright-
ful murderer, Peace, who suffered the
extreme penalty of death;—that punish-
ment was sufficient grief to his family and
friends; but the way the Press made use
of the affair, and enlarged in a sensational
manner on the incidents, made it much
greater. When a man had to suffer the
awful penalty of death the Press should
not make capital and money out of the
crime, and thereby injure the innocent.

Mr. RurnepcE said he was very glad to
observe that the hon. the leader of the
Opposition excluded all reference to the
unfortunate accident which had taken place,
and made not the slightest allusion to
the character of the execution. He sim-
ply alluded to the fact that an exe-
cution had taken place; yet hon.
members had objected to the remarks of
the leader of the Opposition on the ground
that he wished to get up something sensa-
tional, because the man’s head had been
torn off. In that, a great injustice
had been done to the hon. gentleman. He
(Mr. Rutledge) was sorry the Colonial
Secretary should be so exceedingly anxious
to abide by the strict letter of the law in
a matter of this kind, when he himself had

roclaimed over and over again in the
%ouse that laws counted for nothing under
certain circumstances. He had proclaimed
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a prineiple which was very nearly allied
to that, forhe had told them that there was
no law in the country they could not
make a way through if they were so minded.
It did not follow that because the letter
of the law laid down who were the offi-
cials and other persons who should witness
an execution that, therefore, witnesses of
the execution should be confined to the per-
sons named. A most serious principle was
involved in the matter, and it was not
an affair for the taste of the Colonial Sec-
retary or the hon. members of the Govern-
ment to decide. It was a subject which
affected the intevests of this colony in the
highest degree. A man was condemned to
die, but in the hurry-scurry of every-day
life it was impossible for persons to bear
the fact in mind from the time sentence
was pronounced until the date of execu-
tion. The public, therefore, required to be
informed of the fact through the usual
channel, the Press. Although it might be
a very fortunate circumstance for the com-
munity that the man who suffered yester-
day was deserving of the extreme penalty,
there might come a time, if the principle
were admitted that because a man had
been condemned by the Judge and the
Exccutive had confirmed the sentence,
therefore he was to be smuggled out of the
world in that way—there might come a
time when some man not guilty, whom if
might be exceedingly undesirable to have
smuggled out of the world, mightberequired
to suffer the extreme penalfy in the same
way. If the principle were admitted, the
fate of a condemned man might be disposed
of by Executive minute, and the affair kept
quiet until he had passed out of the world.
If the principle of seeret proceedings on the
part of the Ministry was not to be tolerated,
now was the time to stop it, before anyone
suffered by reason of such acts. While
the evil was brought home to them by the
recent catastrophe, they should act with a
view to preventing a repetition of it. The
Colonial Secretary would not deny that
there were a great many points on which
he was not required to communicate de-
cisions to the Press, and yet those com-
munications were made. When any infor-
mation was likely to be palatable to any
electorate that was to be propitiated, they
knew how readily the Press was set in
motion, Although the Grovernment might
not be called upon by the letter of the
law to announce their decisions, yet ae-
cording to usage, the unwritten law, they
were expected to do so. Might there not
have been a desire on the part of the un-
fortunate man for some religious instrue-
tion? What opportunity was given to
those who would take an interest in com-
municating spiritual consolation to this
unfortunate man, to ascertain his impend-
ing doom? This was a case which could
not be sneered or laughed down, An im-
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portant principle was involved in this mat-
ter. Supposing the principle had been
acted upon in the recent instance in
New South Wales, of leaving all the
world in ignorance of the decision until
sentence had been ecarried out, there
would have been no opportunity for the
agitation, which had very properly taken
place, on behalf of the two unfortunate
young men lately condemned to die. If
right in one instance, it was right in an-
other. If it was right in the case of a man
who was thoroughly guilty and descrving of
suffering the extreme penalty, it was right
in the case of a man who did not deserve
that penalty. He submitted that the
Sheriff was not to blame in the matter, but
that the Colonial Secretary, knowing the
public felt interested in the fate even of
criminals, should bhave instructed the
Under Colonial Secretary to communicate
the decision of the Tixecutive to the
Press. The Press had a right to know,
and to keep the information back was not
only an insult to the Press, as one of the
safeguards of our liberty, but was also an
injury to the community at large. The

introduction of such a practice tended to |

endanger the fundamental principles of the
Constitution itself.

Mr. Scorr said he thought that the time
of an exceution should be well known, and
he was glad to hear the Premier give a
similar opinion; and if it was necessary
that the time should be known, it should be
the duty of someonc to make the announce-
ment. In future, the Sheriff might be in-
structed to give information to the local
Press. He did not, in the existing circum-
stances, see that blame attached to anyone.
The Sheriff carried out his arrangements as
heretofore, and if through ignorance or
some want of management on the part of
the Press the matter had not been pub-
lished, it was at least pretty well known all
over the town. B

The PreEMIER said, as a matter of fact,
the Clerk of the Exceutive Council was
instructed to intimate to the German
Consul the decision that the appeal he
had made on behalf of the condemned
man could not Dbe entertained ;—so that
the people who were most interested had
the information.

Mr. Patersoy said the hon, member for
Cook was the first man he had met who
knew anything about the execution.

Mr. McLean said the time of the House
would not have been wasted if more pub-
licity were given in future as to the time
when executions were to take place. Some
hon. members had laid blame to the door of
the Press, hbuttrom a careful reading of there-
ports he came tothe conelusion thatthie Press
knew nothing whatever about the affair,
They secemed to have gathered their infer
mation from some official who was present,
and stated that they had not received the
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slightest information as to when the execu-
tion would take place. In this colony it
was very necessary that publicity should
be given in such cases. In theold country
the prisoner was exccuted twenty-one days,
he thought, after the sentence, and the
very hour of the execution was known.
But, here, no one knew when the exireme
penalty of the law would be carried into
effect ;—in some instances the prisoner did
not know until a very short time before.
As to there being no analogy between this
case and the recent one in New South
Wales, it was just possible that a case
might arise, here, of men condemned to
death for offences similar to those of the
young men in New South Wales, and no
opportunity might be given to the public
to take action if they desired to do so.
He was glad of the manner in wlich the
hon. leader of the Government had ex-
pressed himself, and he felt sure such a
case would not take place again.

Mr. SteveENsox said that to his know-
ledge many hon. members had heard that
the execution was about to take place, and
a friend of his had heard of it at Too-
woomba. He did not see how the Govern-
ment could be blamed at all; and the
leader of the Opposition could only have
brought the matter forward to satisfy a
maudlin sentimentality. It was a very
good thing that such matters were not
made publie. It was only the grosser part
of the people who gloated over such mat-

‘ters when reported in the Press, and who

were in hopes that the poor man might be
incited tomake a speech.  The hon. junior
member for Knoggera. who seemed to have
taken the Colonial Secretary under his
special care, should have known better
than to say thatthe man was condemned to
As a matter of faet, the
man was condemned by a jury of British
subjects, and the case was very well repor-
ted in the Press. That hon. member, or
any other spiritual adviser, might have
knownthathe waslying there undersentence
of death and bhave given him spiritual con-
solation. Had there been anything hang-
ing to it they would soon have found it out.
The whole affair was a_storm in a tea-cup.
It was the duty of the Press to make in-
quiries about such things. Such reports
were generally got in that way, and not by
the Government or their representatives
taking information to the Press. It was
not necessary that so mueh time should be
wasted over the matter.

Mr. Barrney thought it was a remarkable
thing that the knowledge of this execution
was confined entirely to one side of the
House.  Nearly every member on the
(Government stde of the House seemed to
Iknow everyvthing about it, whereas .there
was not a single hon. member on the
Opposition benches who heard anything of
it. It was evident that the newspapers,
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for once, had not been in the confidence of
the -Government. In some respects he
agreed with the hon. member for Mitchell ;
~he was not sure whether it was a good
thing for thie Press to be admitted on such
occasions, for this reason, that “what is
shameless to be done is shameless to be
written or spoken of.” If a man had been
barbarously, cruelly, and disgustingly
done to death, it was not a matter for the
Press to gloat over or for its readers to be
delighted with. A notice, however, should
be dispersed through the Iength and
breadth of the land, because the poor man
might have relations, friends, or witnesses
of whom he knew nothing. This man had
come thousands of miles from his
own nation to the place where he was
hanged secretly, quietly, and unknown.
He (Mr. Bailey) hoped the day was
fast approaching when such barbarous
exhibitions would be done away with., If
such scenes could be adequately depicted
by the Press there would be hardly a
juryman in the country who would econ-
demn a murderer to such a fate. Such
things were very much to be deplored, and
their effect would be that jurymen would
hardly conviet at all unless they had seen
the deed done before their eyes, or unless
they were very stupid indeed. Only lately
they had heard of a case in England,
where two poor boys, by mere chanece,
escaped the very fate of this poor man, not
by their own cunning or defence, but by
some circumstaneces which appeared to the
judge, and to him alone. But for that
fact they might lhave remained in prison
from that day to this instead of being now
free. A similar thing might take place
any day, and juries would become very
reluctant to condemn any human creature
to the fate of the man who suffered yester-
day.

%\/Ir. MacrarnANE (Ipswich) said he was
another who had not heard a single word
of the execution until hie had eutered the
House, this day. The Government mem-
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bers, 1t appeared, must have been in the !

confidence of the Government in this matter.

It had been stated by the hion. members for 5
Cook, Normanby, and others, that the time !
of the House might be taken up with mat- ¢

ters of far more 1mportance ; but he (Mr.
Macfarlane) thought that this was one of
the most important matters that could be
brought before the House, as there was
something in it which should be eleared up.
It was known that the Colonial Secretary
was a very strongminded mar, who did not
like to consult anybody or give much in-
formation ; but he had taken rather too
much upon himself in despatcehing this poor
unfortunate man without giving any infor-
mation to the Press, he life of a man
appearcd to be of little more value than the
life of a sheep in some persons’ eyes. They
talked about life and death as if they had
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the power of giving life. No one who had
not the power to give life should take it
away. And he agreed with the hon. mem-
ber for Wide Bay that, when public opinion
was a little more enlightened, such exhibi-
tions would in a very short time cease to
be. It was a pity that the affair had taken
place, and he sincerely hoped it would not
oceur again.

Mr. Low pointed out that it was a jury
who were responsible, and not the Colonial
Secretary.

Mr. O’Svrnivan said he must acknow-
ledge that lie knew nothing about the exe-
cution until he saw the report in the Press.
It was evident that there had been some
mismanagement—a bad tradesman at work,
and the consequence was the horrible and
disgusting picture which had been drawn.
The Colomal Secretary should pay some
attention to this matter, and see that when
people were hung the head did not remain
up and the body go to the ground. Some-
thing of the same kind was nearly taking
place in the case of the man Collins. If
the Press were invited to be present, they
would put before the public a correct view
of such scenes. In reality the Press repre-
sented the public in the matter, and the
very least thing that could be done would
be to invite them to be present. The only

‘deficiency he saw in the whole matter was

the disgusting way in which the execution
had taken place, and he thought in future
the rope should be carefully examined, and
the hangman ought to manage his business
better.  With the hon. member for Wide
Bay, he hoped that the day was not far
distant when such things would be done
away with.

The Coroxiar SECRETARY said after the
allusions of hon. members, he might per-
haps be allowed to say a word or two. If
he had thought,in accepting the position of
Colonial Secretary, that he should be con-
sidered hangman, e would never have
taken that office. He did not suppose it
was the duty of the Colonial Secretary to
Liave anything to do with hanging, notwith-
standing the statement of the hon. and
learned member for Ipswich that the
Colonial Secretary had condemned this
man to death. The hon. member himself
kuew better. What had he (the Colonial
Seeretary) to do with it more than his one
vote in seeing the law carried out, and a
most cold-blooded murderer punished with
death? It might be supposed that he was
going into details, but he would rather not.
He had examined the Sheriff with regard
to this most unhappy accident. The
man's head came oft; but that did not
add to his punishment—it was rather
a happy despateh.  The Sheriff assured
Lim (the Colonial Secretary) that every
regulation had been ecarricd out as on
former occasions. The Opposition wmust
be very hard up indeed for something
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to hang ‘on to the Government, if they
had to take up such a case. It was
a brutal murder, and the man had
been justly punished. He was very
sorry that such an aceident had happened,
but if it were supposed that the Colonial
Secretary had anything to do with such
things he would leave his office in two
minutes.

Mr. StuBLEY said he was another mem-
ber who had not heard anything about the
execution. The Colonial Secretary had
not done credit to his high character by the
remarks he had just made. Of course,
they knew that he was not the hangman ;
still he had spoken so as to give the im-
pression that he would not have been un-
willing to act as_executioner in this case.
It was not for the hon. gentleman to say
that the man who had been hanged was a
¢old-blooded murderer—there was no jus-
tification for such an assertion, and there
should have been the fullest publicity about
the execution.

The Peremier: I would not rise again
were it not for the remark that the execu-
tion was secret to one side of the House
and not to the other. I am justified in
stating that the reporter of the Courier had
the information, but declined to report it
because the proprietor did not think it right
hat it should appear in his paper.

Mr. GrirrrTH said the matter had not
s¢en brought forward by the Opposition,
out by himself as an independent member
of the House who deemed it necessary to
call attention to a grave departure from an
important public principle—a departure
which had never taken place in any other
Australian colony, not even in the old con-
viet days. Who ever heard of a man being
‘executed in England without] notification
to the public Press—if not to the metro-
politan Press, certainly to the Press of the
place where the execution was to take
place? It had been urged that he had
not proved that it was usual to give notice;
but could anyone anticipate that in the
Parliament of a British community a single
man would have been found to justify
secret execution? He had not attempted
to prove that it was customary to give
notice simply because he took it for granted
that it would be conceded it had always
been the rule. It was one of the safeguards
attached by the laws of the land to all
proceedings in courts of justice that they
should be public. The sentence of death
was incomplete when passed. The Judge
sentenced a man to be hanged on a day to
be fixed by the Governor, and when that
time was fixed it ought to be made
public. This man was condemned in
Townsville, he believed. Who knew that
he had been removed to Brisbane? When
did the matter come before the Executive
Council P It must have been hurried, for
it could be only a week or two since
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the man was brought down. His motion
had been met by the purely technical
answer that all who were appointed by
the law were present; but the law said
that o]l magistrates in the colony could
attend if they liked. How were they to
know unless the matter was notified through
the Press? The Colonial Secretary con-
demned himself out of his own mouth.
‘Who knew of the execution, except some
hon. members opposite P He believed that
in every part of the world the practice
always prevailed of giving notice to the
Press when capital punishment was carried
out. Had it ever been departed from
in a British community, and ecould an in.
stance be given, occurring previously to
this, where the Under Coloniul Secretary
had not given information to the Press?
Then the House had been told that some
reporter of the Courier inew of the execu-
tion. Was that an excuse ab all P

The Coroniar Secrerary: We don’t
want an excuse,

Mr. GrirriTr said the hon. gentleman
said the Government did not require an
excuse. He believed the hon. gentleman
was rather proud of being the author of
secret execution. 'Well, he might be proud
of it, as he was of many other things that
he did. He (Mr. Grifith) was shocked at
it, and considered it a lamentable occur-
rence, which should not be treated with
levity. 'What had become, he would ask,
of the unfortunate man who had been sen-
tenced to death in January? Had he
been executed, or was he still lying in
prison awaiting his sentence? - Surely, the
public had a right to know what had
become of the man. It was shocking
to contemplate that such a thing could
occur 1n a British colony—that a man
could lie in gaol under sentence of death
for an indefinite time, and that the public
might know nothing about him wuntil he
wasdead. The matter was of very serious
importance. He was glad to hear the
Premier admit that it would be a good thing
that publicity should be given when the ex-
treme penalty of the law was to be carried
out, but he (Mr. Griffith) went further,
and said that it was part of their unwritten
law that notice should be given ; every
magistrate had a right to be present, and
the law clearly contemplated that publicity
should be provided. He was glad to think
that, after the discussion, it was impro-
bable such a thing would occur again, and
he would now ask for leave to withdraw
his motion for adjournment.

Motion withdrawn accordingly.

ELECTORAL ROLLS BILL—COM-
MITTEE.

The House went into Committee to fur-
ther consider this Bill; but, on the motion
of the PreEmIER, the Chairman left the
chair and reported no progress,
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT—ADJOURNED
) DEBATE.

On the PrEMIER moving that the Speaker
leave the ehair, and the House resolve
itself into Committee of Ways and Means,

Mr. J. R. Dicxson said : It is my inten-
tion to open the discussion upon the
Financial Statement delivered on Wednes-
day last ; and therefore, before the House
goes into Committee of Ways and Means,
I purpose commenting upon the finaneial
policy of the Government as disclosed by
the Colonial Treasurer. I mean to confine
myself strictly to the financial aspect of the
Statement, leaving the general policy of the
Government to be traversed by subsequent
speakers. I donotthink a period in our his-
tory can be found whena FinancialStatement
was looked forward to with greater expecta-
tion. Several circumstances have combined
to cause this : the country has been suffer-
ing from severe depression, and there has
been a large and unparalleled shrinkage in
our revenue ; consequently all persons inte-
rested in the colony naturally desired to
see the Government proposals, and to learn
our exact financial position. In addition to
this, we have been 1nvariably told since the
session opened, whenever information has
been sought from the Government either
upon questions of departmental manage-
ment, -of Ministerial change, or of their
general policy, that we must wait for the
Financial Statement, as it would clearly
embody the policy of the Government.
‘We have also been told that we had no
right to endeavour to extract information
from the Government until the Statement
was presented ; and it must also be borne
in mind that the Opening Speech of the
session gave but a meagre delineation of
policy—1it was a complete enigma of a
policy, meaning everything or unothing.
Placing confidence in these utterances of
the Ministry, hon. members may have felt
reassured for a time; but I am convinced
that, if they will candidly express their
convictions, they will admit that their ex-
pectations of a vigorous ecomprehensive
policy emanating from the Government
have outmarched the feeble performance
shown in the Financial Statement, and if
they had any bopes that the Statement
would indieate a financial reform suitable to
the times they have also been dispelled. The
Financial Statement has the merit of being
terse and concise; it is also accompanied
by tables which are issued periodically,
and which, to gentlemen interested in
obtaining reliable information, afford means
of securing it not to be found elsewhere.
On this occasion they present several
new features well worthy of considera-
tion, and they are periodically collated
on a platform removed entirely from
the political feelings of the Treasurer.
I have no contention whatever with
these figures and tables; but, on the con-
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trary, I shall endeavour to elucidate my
arguments with their assistance. This is
the most that I can say in commendation
of the Financial Speech, which is replete
with inconsistencies of statement and
policy as expressed by many prominent
members of the Government. To these,
however, I will more particularly allude as
I proceed with my remarks ; but one of my
greatest objections to the speech is that
it has been made to abdicate the true
funetions of a Financial Statement, which
are to lay before the country an impartial
review of the state of the Treasury, and to
give the expectations of the Treasurer con-
cerning the future. I hold that the pre-
sent Statement has exceeded its legitimate
funections. It has been issued more as a
‘ Ministerial manifesto ” with the view of
stating the great benefits which will acerue
from the policy of the present oceupants
of the Treasury benches, and, inferentially,
the jeopardy into which the country
has been placed by the alleged misdoings
of the late Government. I have also to
urge as an indictment against it that it
leaves untouched many important matters
which should have been dealt with, and
descants upon smaller matters which might
have been omitted. Foremost among its
sins of omission is the extraordinary ab-
sence of all reference to the question of the
banking account. No reference has been
introduced in it as to the reasons which
justified the Government in accepting the
tender of one of the ‘banks, although there
is a very interesting table inserted showing
the comparative charges which would have
accerued under the respective tenders of the
two banks which sent in offers for the pub-
lic account; but there is no information
given as to the reasons which guided the
Treasurer and the Ministry in accepting
the tender of one of these banks. In addition
to this there is also a very extraordinary
omission in the entire absence of any allu-
sion to the causes which led to the disturb-
ance of the special deposits with the banks
—a disturbance which was made not for
the purpose of replenishing the public ac-
count, but with a view to placing addi-
tional deposits in a bank of which the
Treasurer is an ex-director, and the
Colonial Secretary a director. Table
H reveals to us a very remarkable fact
in connection with the disposal of the
public balances. Under the existing
agreement with the Government bankers,
the minimum sum of £200,000 ought to be
retained in their custody before deposits
are made elsewhere. This agreement is
still in existence, and will not expire
until the 10th of September; but from
the table that I have mentioned we find
that while the amount with the present
bankers of the colony has been reduced to
£165,000, the fortunate tenderer for the
public account, but whose tender has not
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yet come ‘into force, has been favoured
with a deposit of a quarter of a million—
being nearly £100,000 in excess of the
amount said to be in the account with the
Union Bank on the 30th of April. On this
matter the Colonial Treasurer has main-
tained silence. It is not my intention
to mix up the financial condition of
the country with the subject of the
banking account. I wish to confine myself
strictly to the Treasurer's Speech, and in-
tend to reserve for a future opportunity a
general discussion upon the whole ques-
tion of the public banking business. The
Treasurer commences his review of the
Consolidated Revenue by pointing to a con-
siderable divergence between my estimate
in last May and the probable receipts for
the year ending June 30th, and he points
to the facts intable W, showing an extraor-
dinary decline in value of our exports
during the year 1878, indicating that in
this matter my estimate was entirely wide
of themark. This tableis my justification;
and, while I {reely admit that there is a
very great divergence from the actual
Treasuryreceipts and the amount estimated
by me—a depression, I confess, that T could
not in my judgment forecast—still I would
invite hon. members to look attentively
at the figures set forth in this table.
It will there be found that during the years
1875, 1876, and 1877, our average exports
per head of population amounted to about
£19; while, in 1878, a very marked reduc-
tion occurred, the amount being only
£13 10s. per head. The hon. the Treasurer
must know, and hon. members must also
be aware of the fact, that my last budget
was framed in the beginning of 1878, and
I could only have the statistics of pre-
ceding years for my guidance. The de-
clension that has occurred has taken place
in 1878; and I trust the Treasurer himself
has taken fully into his consideration, in
framing his estimate for the approaching
year, the depression which is herein shown,
the effects of which the colony is now
feeling, and will feel during the ensuing
year. As Ihave already stated, I freely
admit that there has been a remarkable
divergence from tle estimate I made in
May, 1878; but there are many causes
which might reasonably produce that
divergence. Not only has there been very
great and unparalleled depression in our
own colony, %Out this state of things has
been largely brought about by the wretched
state of trade at home—Dby the crises which
have visited some of the larger provincial
banks in England, leading immediately to
the paralysing of trade and manufacture, and
restricting to a considerable extent trade re-
lations with the Australiancolonies. Wehere
havesuffered doubly; wehave suffered from
the decrease in our own production, and
also from the disturbance of trade relations
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by the financial and commerecial panies to
which I have referred. The general fea-
tures of the Treasurer’s Statement, accord-
ing to hisown views in connection with the
Consolidated Revenue at the present time,
are, to cover the deficit in the revenue, to
some extent, by transferring from the Rail-
way Reserves Fund the sum of £121,759—
for the future he proposes to abolish the
railway reserves altogether; to decrease
the general expenditure of the Government;
and to transfer certain votes for roads and
bridges from the general Estimates, so as
to be constructed under local rates. His
views with regard to the tariff have no
bearing, I take it, upon the revenue he
expects to receive during the ensuing year,
inasmuch as in one portion of hisremarks
he says their object is—

“To amend the tariff with a view to lighten-
ing the burdens on a portion of the population
on whom that tariff has pressed too heavily,
and to placing them on others who have
hitherto escaped their equitable share of taxa-
tion.”

He also says—

“ At the present time our tariff presents
anomalies and inequalities which have long
called for redress, which, in fact, has been
repeatedly promised by previous Governments.
To these anomalies I hope to find time during
the session to draw the attention of the House.
A revised tariff will be submitted, not with the
object of increasing the amount of revenue
raised through the Customs, but with the hope
of lessening the anomalies and rectifying the
incidence of taxation.”

Therefore, so far as the hon. gentleman’s
views counected with the Customs are
concerned, we are not led to expeet that
there will be any augmentation of revenue
from that source. The chief feature, there-
fore, of his revenue proposals is, first, to
transfer the sum of £121,000 from the Rail-
way Reserves Fund and place it to the credit
of the general revenue. The hon. gentle-
man might just as well have submitted to
us at once the total amount of deficiency,
and the amount necessary on loan estimate
to have wiped out that deficieney, be-
cause we see from table Z 3 that he
requires, to complete the railways al-
ready authorised within the reserves, a
sum of £547,000, which, of course, would
have been reduced, and less required from
the public creditor, had the sum of
£121,000 not been transferred to general
revenue account. I am aware the hon.
gentleman has persistently expressed him-
self opposed to the operation and the
administration of the Railway Reserves
Act, and therefore he is quite consistent
at the present time in taking the earliest
opportunity of advocating their repeal.
But while he holds the opinion that terri-
torial revenues should go into the Consoli-
dated Revenue, I would refer him to the
opinion of the present Postmaster-General,
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which will be found in a debate on the Rail-
way Reserves Bill, in May, 1877, when
Mr. Buzacott, then the representative of
Rockhampton, moved as an amendment
several propositions, the fourth of which
embodied the principle —

“That the public interests imperatively de-
mand the immediate introduction of a measure
embodying as its essential principle the setting
apart of the entire proceeds of rents and sales
of Crown lands to a separate account, to be
called the Territorial Revenue Fund, against
which expenditure under the following heads
alone shall be chargeable—namely,

(@) Interest accruing on the public debt

already incurred.

(5) Interest on further loans authorised by
Parliament for public works and im-
migration.

(¢) Votes for roads, bridges, and buildings.

(d) Sinking fund for ultimate liquidation of
public debt.

Although the hon. member at that time re-
ferred to the cireumstance that this motion,
if carried, would give increased security to
the public creditor—a view, however, in
which few members of the House partici-
pated—his chief object in dedicating these
moneys to territorial revenue was to pro-
vide that the whole of the Crown lands of
each distriet should be kept apart, so as to
create a fund to be available for the carry-
ing out of railways and other public
works in such districts. The late member
for Rockhampton was a very strong advo-
cate of a territorial fund. I am free to
admit that he did not support the principle
of the Railway Reserves Bill, because, as
he said, it was unfair to make a partial
alloeation of territorial revenue to one or
two distriets; but he was distinetly in
favour of the whole territorial revenue,
including auction sales, pre-emptive pur-
chases, homestead and conditional pur-
chases, and pastoral rents, being placed to
a separate fund for the purposes I have
indicated. Therefore, there must be a
conflict of opinion between the Postmaster-
General and the Premier concerning the
absorption into revenue of themoneys aceru-
ing from a portion of the territorial estate
and dedicated to railway construction. I
will not go so far as the late member
for Rockhampton did; but I will say
that the railway reserves have produced
this benefit—they have, at any rate,
shown wus the value of our territorial
estate ; they have also shown us that our
territorial estate can be made to produce
considerably to the exigencies of the
revenue ; and Ithink, I will show, further
on in my remarks, that the hon. Treasurer
himself is not’above taking a leal out of
their book by proposing to obtain for fur-
ther railway construction proceeds from
land sales within special distriets. I have
always contended that our territorial
sources produce too little to the exigencies
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of the State; and indeed, if we look at one
of the tables furnished by the Treasurer—
table M-—we will see that our land revenue
has declined from £2 5s. 3d. per head of
the population in 1877-8 to £1 15s. 4d. in
the present year; and on referring to table
N we see that the total land revenue re-
ceived this year is actually less by about
£100,000 than the amount we received last
year and previous years. This is an intel-
ligible explanation, combined with reduced
receipts through the Custom-house, of our
present position, and of the causes of the
divergence from my previous estimate.
But my contention is this—that if we are
to proceed with the construction of large
public works through sparsely-populated
districts, we must, at any rate, obtain from
such districts revenue of some kind which
will be suflicient to defray the cost of rail-
ways through those distriets, so that
the charge for interest upon the cost
of their construction shall not be sad-
dled wupon the general taxpayer. And
I will point out to the Treasurer that,
while there is great divergence, unfortu-
nately, between my estimate and the actual
receipts, he allowed an opportunity to pass
by him which would have helped very con-
siderably to place the Treasury in a better
position. I refer torecent sales of pastoral
leases in settled districts. The way those
sales were condueted, by being placed in
the market in such a manner that all com-
petition was shut out, would lead us to
suppose that the hon. gentleman’s regard
for the interests of the Crown tenants was
greater than his due regard for the exigen-
cies of the Treasury. When we consider
that over 12,000 square miles of land
were re-offered during the year, I contend
that sources of immediate revenue were
presented to the Treasurer that he ought to
have availed himself of, instead of en-
deavouring to show us what he stated to
be the disastrous nature of the measure
which gave him the power to offer those
runs to public sale. If he had shown
due regard to the requirements of the Trea-
sury, 1 believe the deficit he has repre-
sented as likely to exist on the 30th of June
would be very considerably diminished.
With regard to the Treasurer’s ways and
means for the year, I shall heartily con-
gratulate him 1f he succeeds in obtaining
the revenue which he has estimated. But
we can only judge of the possibility of
obtaining such revenue by contrasting the
operations of preceding years, and I think
I will clearly point out to the House
that the Treasurer lhas at the present time
discounted the future much more largely
than even I did. In 1875-6 we received in
revenue £1,263,268. The estimate framed. -
that year for the succeeding year repre-
sented £1,390,000, showing an estimated
increase of £186,732. Theactualinereasewas
£173,818. In1876-7 wereceived £1,436,581,
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and the estimate for 1877-8 was £1,557,000,
an increase of £120,000 upon the previous
year. The actual increase was £122,530.
In 1877-8 we received £1,559,111, and my
estimate at thattime represented £1,694,000,
which was an estimate based upon the
actual receipts in the Treasury atthat time,
and showing an inecrease of £134,889. Now
we come down to the position of the Trea-
sury at the present time. The Treasurer
himself estimates that we will receive
£1,460,000 by the 30th of June next, and
upon that assumption he has estimated for
the ensuing year that we will receive
£1,658,000—an increase of £198,000 —
considerably more than has been re-
ceived in the most prosperous year
of the colony’s existence. I cannot see
that he has any reasonable probability of
enjoying this amount of revenue, which
would indicate a condition of unparalleled
prosperity. His own tables show that
there was a larger falling off of exports last
year than during any previous years; and
yet in the face of those tables, which are
for our future guidance—because if our
exports diminish the effect must necessarily
react upon the condition of the colony gene-
rally—we arve told he estimates a larger
increase than has been obtained by any
Treasurer during the last five years.
The hon. gentleman may say that his en-
larged estimate is justified because, by the
abolition of the Railway Reserves Act, he
will have an inereased revenue from lands,
and there isa good dealof force, apparently,
in the argument; but, again, I say we can
only judge of the future by the operations
of the past; and, if table “N” be again
referred to, it will be seen that during the
present year we have only received £51,000
from the railway reserves. Now, supposing
that amount be deducted from the £198,000
increase the Treasurer expects this year, he
would still have to find £147,000 for next
year, which of itself is a much larger esti-
mate than has been made by any Treasurer
for the last four years. I do not care
to challenge the whole of the estimate.
Under ordinary circumstances I should
feel disposed to accept it without hesita-
tion ; but at the present time, for reasons I
shall give, I feel inclined to demur to the
hon. gentleman’s expectations of land reve-
nue. He expects to receive from land
revenue alone an increase upon the present
year’s receipts of £96,000. I would ask hon.
members, is there any probability of such
an alteration in the circumstances of the
people of this colony as would justify usin
assuming that operations in the purchase
of land —in the payments for pre-cmp-
tives or taking up land under home-
stead or conditional selection—are likely
to be so extensive as is here represented ?

say there is not; and I shall show,
further on, that the policy of the
Government is of that character that it
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will tend to discourage at the present time,
and possibly for the next year, any pur-
chasers from locking up money in landed
property. I would also point out that
while the hon. gentleman’s auction revenue
is estimated at £700,000—in which I presume
he includes the public sales within the rail-
way reserves—he will suffer a diminished
revenue under a head which is not here at all
adverted to. Theitem of * other receipts”
in miscellaneous serviees is set down ab
£99,000. Now, the chief ingredients of
which that item is composed are, interest
aceruing onthe public balances in the banks,
together with interest aceruing wpon moneys
which havebeen at the present timeabsorbed
by the construction of railways within the
railway reserves. Hon. members will see
from table “Z 3,” that there has been
provision made on account of railways
within the railway reserves, the actual
amount being £1,940,000. Now, the interest
upon this amount is credited to the general
revenue under the head of “miscellaneous
receipts,” either as accruing upon unex-
pended moneys in the banks, or as interest
charged upon the money which is
absorbed by the construction of railways;
and, should the hon. gentleman succeed
in repealing the Railway Reserves Act,
he would place himself in this position
—that he will not get from the railway
reserves, periodically, an interest at the
rate of 5 per cent. under the provisions
already made for the construction of these
lines. Of course, the hon. gentleman might
say that he will have, L%uring the year,
large sums at fixed deposits in the banks,
the interest of which will recoup this
special service to the extent of his expecta-
tions ; but he cannot deny that, under the
agreement entered into with the bank
whose tender has been accepted, this bank
is not bound to hold at interest any sum
exeeeding £400,000. Therefore, he would
have to look elsewhere for some other
banks to be custodians of the money, so as
to make it productive.

The PreEMieR : Hear, hear.

Mr. Dicxsox : Well, I can tell him that,
under the increased limit fixed with the
fortunate tenderer, he will experience great
difficulty in getting local banks to accept
moneys on deposit unless under very
special and gnarded conditions—conditions
as to the time money may lie, and condi-
tions particularly as to the manner in
which money may be withdrawn. TUnder
these circumstances, the hon, gentleman
will find his miscellaneous receipts will be
considerably interfered with, and, as I
said before, he will have to provide not only
for future interest for loan, but he will lose
to the Consolidated Revenue the interest he
would periodically obfain from the opera-
tions of the Railway Reserves Act. The
Estimates of expenditure are said to have
been framed so as to decrease the general
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expenditure = of the
when we analyse them what do we
find? = We find the Estimates-in-Chief
under expenditure represent, apart from
interest on the public debt, £1,214,484.
The Estimates now before the House re-
present an expenditure of £1,129,696, show-
ing an apparent saving of £84.788. TLet
us now see how this saving has been effec-
ted. In doing so I will place before the
House the amounts voted on the Estimates
of 1878-9, and those on the Estimates-in-
Chief for 1879-80, for roads and bridges in
the different districts of the colony. In
East and West Moreton the amount on the
Estimates for 1878-9 was £52,760; for
1879-80, £20,000, showing a decrease of
£32,760. Darling Downs, 1878-9, £22,850;
1879-80, £13,500; decrease, £9,350. Wes-
tern District, 1878-9, £6,300; 1879-80,
£3,500; decrease, £2,800. Wide Bay and
Burnett District, 1878-9, £17,085; 1879-80,
£9,700; decrease, £7,385. Central Distriet,
1878-9, £16,050; 1879-80, £8,600; decrease,
£7,450. Northern Distriet, 1878-9, £25,400;
1879-80, £12,500 ; decrease, £12,900. The
total deerease ontheseitemsaloneis £72,645.
If we deduct from this £72,000 the amount
of Supplementary Votes last year, so as to
compare the two XNstimates-in-Chief, we
shall see that those for 1879-80 show an
actual decrease of £48,395. The Ksti-
mates for 1879-80 show a decrease in the
expenditure on buildings of £25,625;
Publie Institutions, Schools of Art, eic.,
£4,500; Agricultural and Horticultural
Societies, £2,750; and Trustees of Ceme-
teries, £1,200—making a total decrease
under these headings as compared with the
Estimates-in-Chief of the preceding year
of £82,470, being within a fraction of the
reduction shown on the Estimates-in-
Chief. Hon. members will see, therefore,
that this reduction has not been effected
by retrenchment, as we have been told so
often, but by transferring from taxation to
rates this very large amount of service,
and which T contend that the public at
present are not in a position to bear. I
quite agree with the principle of local self-
government, but it was inecumbent upon the
Government to introduce that measure
gradually, and in such districts where it
could be best borne. After the droughts
of the three last years, and the general de-
pression of the agricultural interest of the
colony, this is certainly not the time to exact
from the people a sum of £84,000 for provid-
ing their own roads and bridges; and the
Government have themselves endeavoured
to discountenance any attempt ab local
self-government by the introduction of the
most unjust and partial scheme of assess-
ment provided in the Divisional Boards
Bill now on the table, and which at a
future time will exeite strong eomment,
1 trust, from both sides of the House.
We should naturally infer, from the exs
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Government ; bub | pressions made use of by the present Gov-

ernment and their supporters, that they
had set themselves resolutely to introduce
a scheme for the retrenchment of salaries.
Let us see what those retrenchments eon-
sist of. The Estimates-in-Chief show a
decrease of persons (and I include the
Police in this) numbering 238, with a cor-
responding reduction of salaries amounting
to £24,609 ; and yet on another page of the
Estimates we find that a sum nearly equal
to this is to go to the inereased maintenance
of our railway lines and stores-—thus at
once sweeping away the whole of this appa-
rent saving. Idonot object to the increased
amount being spent on the maintenance of
our railway lines, but I maintain that the
increase now proposed is made in
the worst possible form. TUnder the
existing system this expenditure is open to
the serutiny of hon. members, but the one
proposed affords opportunity for Ministerial
jlprodigality and patronage over which Par-
iament can possibly have no check. The
retrenchment of which we have heard so
much is simply a re-distribution of expen-
diture, and its tendency up to the present
time has been to drive out of the colony a
large number of the labouring classes
who could least afford to bear the loss of
employment. Then, again, I must point out
that in some of the subdivisions the amounts
put down are so small that the necessary
work cannot be performed within the speci-
fied sums. This can only lead to one re-
sult—namely, heavy Supplementary Esti-
mates. The Treasurer has not said a word
about Supplementary Estimates ;—possibly
he labours under the delusion which besets
all new occupants of his office, that he
will be able to dispense with them entirely.
If the hon. gentleman has that idea he is
labouring under a great mistake, for it
is impossible that the services can be ac-
curately forecast or performed on the
amounts set down against them. It will
not be out of place to point out to hon.
members that since 1859, when Queensland
first became an independent colony, up to
the end of 1878, our Supplementary Esti-
mates have amounted to £1,821,414, or
within a fraction of £100,000 per annum;
while within the last five years, from 1873 to
1878, our Supplementary Estimates ave-
raged annually £129,610. These are figures
taken from the tables which the hon. gen-
tleman has himself supplied to the House,
and they indicate unmistakably that he is
labouring under a delusion if he consoles
himself with the idea that he will have
no Supplementary Estimates to produce.
And what, after all, is the saving which the
hon. gentleman endeavours to show, be-
tween the two sides of his ways and means
and expenditure? It is only £51,453—a
sum which will be entirely extinguished if
any deficiency arises under the heads of
land revenue and miscellaneons receipts,



350

Financial Statement.

to which I have previously referred. Let
us see what the actual pesition of the
Treasury will be on the 30th June, 1880;
and this is information which every
Treasurer ought to give to the Committee.
I accept the Treasurer’s own figures with
the exception of the Supplementary Fsti-
mates of which he has taken no notice, but
which I think I am justified inintroducing
for the very substantial reasons I have
given.

The PrEsmier: Have you examined table
I? That gives you the state of the Trea-
sury at the end of the year.

Mr. Drckson : Accepting the Colonial
Treasurer’s own Estimates both of revenue
and expenditure, let us see how he stands
at the end of the financial year. His esti-
mate of receipts is £1,658,000, and his
estimated expenditure £1,606,547, showing
an excess of revenue over expenditure of
£51,453. If lLion. members will turn to
table I, they will see that on the 30th
June, 1880, in addition to the very lheavy
balance due to the Consolidated Revenue, to
be reduced by a subsequent transfer of
railway reserves money, there is outstand-
ing for unexpended votes of previous years
a sum of £259,387. This isan abnormally
large amount, and considerably in excess
of the amounts which have been outstand-
ing at corresponding periods of previous
years. Of this amount the Colonial Trea-
surer estimates that £50,000 must Japse,
bringing down the net liability to £209,387.
Accepting that position, how do we find the
hon. gentleman standing? He admits that
he commences on the 30th June, 1879, witha
debtorbalance of£170,928, and theestimated
expenditure for 1879-80 is put down at
£1,606,547, while the estimated revenue
for that year is £1,658,000; consequently,
his position on 30th June, 1880, will be as
follows :—

Dz.

Balance at debit of Con-
solidated Revenue on
30th June, 1879
Table I.— Unexpended
votes of previous years
—on that date abnor-
mally large . 259,387
Estimated to lapse 50,000

170,928

209,387
Estimated expenditure,
1879-80 — (these are
Treasurer’s own fig-
ures) ...
Supplementary  Esti-
mates (which must be
heavy, for reasons al-
ready stated ,,,

1,606,547

100,000
£2,086,862
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By Transfer from Rail-
way Reserves 121,759

,, Bstimated Revenue
for 1879-80 1,658,000

,, Probable amount of

unexpended votes

outstanding on 30th
June, 1880 200,000

£1,979,759

Thus showing a probable cash deficiency on
30th June, 1880, of £170,103. When the
Colonial Treasurer has the opportunity of
examining these figures ecarefully, I do not
think he will admit that I have drawn them
with any desire toexaggeratethe unfortunate
position which he will very likely occupy at
the end of the financial year we are now
entering upon ;—my reason for introdueing
them is to show that the Colonial Treasurer
should at once face the real difficulties of
the day. I maintain that his poliey, which
merely consists, so far as revenue 1s con-
cerned, in transferring £121,0€0 from rail-
way reserves, is utterly inadequate to the
exigencies of the present situation. Several
avenues were legitimately open to him for
increasing his resources, without being
compelled to look to the Custom-house for
that purpose. He might very fairly look
for them to other sources which are to be
found, and for which those who should
be assessed would be well -able to pay.
By that means he might have submitted
some real scheme of financial reform for
which the colony at no previous period of
its existence stood in greater need. I
think it will be obvious to all hon. mem-
bers that these perennial exhibitions of a
deficient revenue do not tend to increase
confidence in the public ereditor. We are
now applying continuously to the English
capitalists for assistance, and surely our
object should be to show that we have
those resources within ourselves which
will at any rate enable us to meet our
current expenses before asking them' to
hand over to us the control of large sums
of money which they will see is actually
to fill a defieit in the general revenue.
Table N, giving incidence of taxation,
shows that such incidence was, during
1877-8, at the rate of £3 8s. 4d. per head
of the population, and that during the
present year it 1s estimated only at
£3 0s. 10d. per head of the population.
This reduction is no doubt caused by
diminished consumption ; but the Colonial
Treasurer would have been quite justified
in easting about Lim and restoring the
tariff to its normal condition as shown in
preceding years, which would have afforded
him relief to extent of £80,000, and Queens-
landers would have had no reason to
complain had there been increased taxa-
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tion in that direction, inasmuch as such
taxation would have been no heavier than
that borne by our fellow colonists in
New Zealand. What I chiefly contend
for is, that seeing the necessitous ecir-
cumstances of the revenue, the (olonial
Treasurer was bound to have adopted such
means as would have guaranteed the
colony from these annual deficiencies, with
a view to extinguishing them altogether.
In table Z 4, the Colonial Treasurer has
furnished us with comparative estimates,
showing what our consumption would pro-
duce, assuming that we had the tariffs of
New South Wales, South Australia, or
New Zealand. This is a very ingenious
table, but at present we do not want so
much to know whether those tariffs would
suit us, as how we can devise such ways and
means —not necessarily through the Cus-
tom-house—as will enable us to meet an
inexorable and ever-augmenting expendi-
ture. I am of opinion that it is desir-
able even to make the industrial classes
of the colony pay a little more for the
commodilies they consume, giving them at
the same time perpetual employment,
rather than supply them with cheaper
commodities and deprive them of the op-
portunity of employment. The two things
ought to go hand in hand. The Govern-
ment, while insisling on retrenchment, do
not keep in view the straitened eircum-
stances of a large number of our fellow-
colonists, whom we have introduced here
at considerable expense, and whom it is
our duty to assist, by a judicious expendi-
ture on roads and publiec works, in times of
depression like the present, when money
i3 scarce and labour hardly to be ob-
tained. Therefore, the propositions of the
Colonial Treasurer, so far as revenue is
coneerned, are altogether inadequate to the
requirements of the colony, and are such
as will most probably result in a very large
deficiency on the 30th June, 1880. The
Colonial Treasurer then proceeds to deal
with the loan acount; and before entering
on that matter, I should have liked to learn
the causes which led him to place our
last loan on the London market at
such a remarkably low figure —how
it came about that we could only re-
ceive £89 per cent. for our loan, while
New South Wales, within five weeks
thercaftor, received within a fraction of £99,
and that in the face of our previous loans
having been floated at considerably higher
figures. If there had been any actual neces-
sity for obtaining the money earlier than the
end of the financial year the Colonial Trea-
surer might have maintained Lis position,
but he cannot show us that the Treasury
was so depleted in actual cash balances,
either here or in England, that there was
an absolute necessity to go into the market
at that time and float a loan at such an
unprecedentedly low quotation.
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this will be a warning to the hon. gentle-
man, and it is a matter of great importance
to consider whether he should be entrusted
with his proposed new loan of three mil-
lions without -some assurance that the
money is to be placed at a higher quota-
tion than £89. The chief feature of the
new loan is £1,500,000 to extend trunk
lines of railway, and also the amount re-
quired to be provided to complete the rail-
ways already authorised by Parliament;
and there are required, in addition to this,
£100,000 for immigration—a subject with
which T shall leave other hon. members to
deal—and a sum of £300,000 is alluringly
disylayed to provide for branch railways in
one part of the colony. One-half of the
proposed loan of three millions is to be ex-
pended on the extension of main lines of
railway. The Colonial Treasurer said he in-
tended to try the experiment on branch lines
on the Darling Downs, and, without com-
menting on the locality chosen, I will simply
express a decided opinion that this sum for
branch railways is an utterly inadequate
provision, if there is any sincerity in the
professions of the Government to attempt
the construction of branch lines of railway
where most needed. The other items are
—electric telegraphs, £40,000; loans to
local bodies, #£200,000; harbours and
rivers improvement, £200,000; and public
buildings, £60,000 ;—making altogether
a sum of about £2,9380,000. Before
proceeding to review the constituent
parts of this estimate, I shall comment on
the manner in which the hon. gentle-
man intends to provide interest wupon
this large amount of borrowed money.
The Treasurer wishes to commit the House
to a propnsal to borrow some three millions
of money by loan, and, while [ myself do
not dissent from a loan of this magnitude
at the present time, I think I am quite
justified in criticising the distribution of
these loaned moneys, and also in referring
to the extraordinary expectations by which
the Treasurer proposes to defray the inte-
rest. He says that interest will amount to
£133,000, and to ihis amount he will have
to add a further sum of £37,000 odd. to
provide for the interest of those loan
moneys already borrowed and in course of
expenditure within the railway reserves
for the construction of lines alrveady
authorised by Parliament. This will con-
stitute a permanent annual charge upon Re-
venue for this loan and those previously ob-
tained of £220,000. Let us see how the Trea-
surer intends to obtain this amount. In the
Financial Statement he proceeds to say—

“To provide interest for this amount about
£133,000 per annun will be required, and the
Government, in selecting the works on which
the loan should be expended, have proceeded
with a view to provide interest from the land,
and so avert the necessity of additional taxa-
tion. Every mile of railway by which the
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interior of the colony is penetrated makes
available for pastoral occupation and for condi-
tional and homestead selection, as well as for
sale by other means, an additional area of
Crown lauds previously almost valueless for any
practical purpose. Lo the augmented land
revenue thus procurable, snd the revenue
obtained from the increased railway {raffic
resulting from the extension of profitable
settlement, the Government confidently look
for ample means to defray the interest on the
contemplated loan.”

The Treasurer further says that—

“We believe the prospective land reverme
will be adequate to pay the additional interest
charge involved by the policy here fore-
shadowed.”

As I have already stated, taking his own
figures, £220,000 will be required annually
to provide for the charge upon this new
loan and previous loan moneys. That is
to be provided without at all interfering
with the Treasurer’s estimated revenue from
lands accruing to the Consolidated Re-
venue of the colony. We can only judge
of future possibilities by looking at what
we have achieved in the past; and on
referring to table N it will be seen that
during the whole of the time the Railway
Reserves policy has beén in operation—now
nearly four years—£430,135 has accrued
from alienation of land within the reserved
distriets. . If we add to this the amounts
received from auction sales during the
same period, and which went to the general
revenue of the colony, we find £128,318
accrued from auetion sales, which, added to
the previous amount, averages, during the
time of the existence of the railway reserves
the annnal sum of £139,500. Yet,in the face
of this, the Treasurer tells us he expects to
obtain a land revenue to the extent of
£220,000 by abolishing the railway re-
serves system, and by looking to land
solely for the means to provide the intevest
on his new loan. This is a very great
exaggeration of the policy which was
pursued “by the preceding Administration,
and must necessarily result in mischievous
consequences, because I maintain that
during the next year or two the purchasing
powers of the colony in freechold pro-

erty ~will be considerably restricted.

he Treasurer, therefore, is relying upon
expectations which are likely, to use
his own words, to be falsified. The
Treasurer may say, in reply, that it is
not the intention to sell lands by auction
to the extent which I have intimated. He
may say that with increased pre-emptives
and settlement along lines of railway, re-
sulting from conditional and homestead
selections, he will be prepared to make
good his expectations ; but if he will reflect
upon what he hag received from railway
reserves during the past four years for
these special services, he will see that he
cannot so congratulate himself. We have
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received during the past four yeats in rail-
way reserves, from pre-emptives alone,
£66,000, while from homestead and condi-
tional selections only £42,000 —in all
£108,000, which is equivalent to receipts
of about £27,000 per annum. I contend
the Treasurer is bound to satisfy us more
fully than he has condescended to do regard-
ing his expectations of a territorial revenue
sufficient to provide the interest of this large
sum of money. It is very well for the
Treasurer to state that these amounts will
be received ; but I contend that at the pre-
sent time, in addition to the amounts he
expects to receive from the territorial-estate
on account of the Consolidated Revenue,
the expectation of £222,000 per annum ad-
ditional from land will be entirely falsified,
and if he cannot obtain this increased

tevenue fromland whatis the consequence ?

It must be that the taxpayer of this eolony
will be saddled permanently with the aug-
mented taxation necessary to provide in-
terest. There is no getting away from this
position : and the hon. gentleman must
satisfy the House as to the possibility of
his obtaining this increased amount of in-
terest in the manner indicated, without its
becoming a permanent charge upon the
taxpayer, who ought not at the present
time to be called upon to contribute the
interest of this loan, especially when we
regard the features of its distribution. ' I
contend that this million and a-half, which
the hon. Colonial Treasurer proposes to
borrow for extending railways into the
interior, will not by any means produce the
results anticipated by him—namely, the ac:
commodation of settlement by conditional
and homestead selection. The railways
into the interior may be looked upon as
merely conferring additional value on pas-
toral properties held for speculative pur-
poses; so that Tcontend, if the hon. Treasurer
wishes railways to be constructed for the -
benefit of one class only, he should show
what prospect he has of obtaining
from that class the revenue to pay the
interest on the construction of such rail-
ways, either from territory or from occupa-
tion, or how he will assure the country
against the interest on these railways be-
coming a permanent charge on the general
taxpayers of the colony. Ifthelon. gentle-
man is relying on his present proposals to
effect this, he 1is labouring under a
hallucination which he will very soon dis-
cover. Again, the hon. gentleman has not
told us in what direction these railways are
to go. He has merely stated that they are
to penetrate the western country, but has
given usnoidea asto particulars. Iwillask
hon. members to refer to the railway re-
ceipts, and say if the figuves therein given
justify us in committing ourselves to the
construetion of 500 miles of railways into
the interior when the receipts from our
railways already made are daily becoming
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less in proportion tothe extensions opened
up. The Treasurer proceeds to say—

« For the immediate extensions of our lines
into the interior, I believe it is essential to make
provision, as I propose, by loan; for future
extensions, I think a strong effort should be
made to have them carried out on another prin-
ciple.  Five hundred miles added to our then
main lines will carry each of them into the
vichest of our country, of value sufficient to
tempt capitalists to undertake our future rail-
way-making on the basis of land grants.”

Now, it will be observed that the hon.
gentleman, whilst entirely condemning the

system of railway reserves, on the grounds -

of its allowing capitalists to lock up large
tracts of land at less than their value,
in advance of settlement, actually advo-
cates further railway making on the basis
of land grants. I would ask hon. mem-
bers to note the inconsistency of the hon.
gentleman in the statement he has pre-
viously made in this House and in that
which I have just quoted. Again, I must

add that in addition to there being no in-’

formation laid before the House as to the
exact destination of these lines, we are as-
sured, on the assumption of estimates never
yet realised in this colony, that such rail-
ways can be constructed within £3.000 per
mile. I think, sir, that we should have
some proofs that they can be constructed
for some economical sum before we allow
ourselves to be committed to-their con-
struction. Now, sir, to point out the diver-
gence of views between the members of
the present Government, the hon. Trea-
surer says—

“I do not think that it would be just to
burden each district with the entire cost of its
public works, or that the expenditure upon
them should be provided solely from local
taxation. The land revenue is general, and a
large portion of it should therefore be applied
to the improvement of the colony.”

‘When I heard these remarks I could
hardly understand how the hon. gentleman
could have assented to the introduction
into this Chamber of a Financial Districts
Bill. Certainly, the hon. Minister for
‘Works must consider this a very question-
able support of the measure on which he has
set his heart largely, and which he hopesto

see carried into law during the present

session. With regard to branch lines of rail-
way, I do not intend to go into any de-
tails—my remarks are general ; but I con-
sider that the provision made for these
lines—namely, £300,000, will be found in-
adequate if the Government really have
them in contemplation, and that when a
sum of £1,500,000 is proposed for the
extension of main lines into the interior,
more consideration should be shown to-
wards the settlers on the coast lands who
have, under the present policy of the Gov-
ernment, not only no reasonable hope of
getting railways, but have actually to lose
1879—=z

(10 Juwe.]

Financial Statement. 353
the amount formerly put down for mak-
ing their roads. I think T have sufficiently
referred to the financial policy of the Gov-
ernment, and I must say that I was dis-
appointed at such meagre results being
placed before the House, the mode’ pro-
posed by the hon. Colonial Treasurer of
meeting the difficulties of the colony being
only a book-keeping transfer and altogether
inadequate to our present serious position.
I do not see that in eausing public works
to be provided for out of local rates, in-
stead of out of general taxation, the hon.
gentleman is doing anything to contribute
to prosperity. He proposes to borrow
£3,000,000, half of which 1s to be applied
to enhancing the value of pastoral occupa-
tion, and I think it is incumbent on this
House, however much we may wish to see
such lines constructed for public purposes,
to scrutinise most closely the mode in
which it is proposed to pay the interest
on the cost of such lines, and see that it
does not become a permanent charge on the
taxpayers of the colony. The hon. gentle-
man has condemned the system of railway
reserves,and would apply the balance of that
fund, as it has accrued up to the present
time, to assist a needy revenue. Yet, hav-
ing condemned the reserve system, because
it has locked up such large areas of land,
he now consistently proposes to carry .on
future railway making on the basis of land
grants. He proposes to expend half the
Ioan on lines for pastoral lessees into the
interior, whilst the settlers below the Range
are to have the privilege of paying the in-
terest on such lines whilst they are not to
have anything done for them in the shape
of roads, unless each distriet is specially
taxed for the purpose. The Divisional
Boards Bill, which is to come into operation
as soon as it has passed both Houses, is not
attended in their Financial Statement with
any provision for working it. There is no
provision for giving effect to the endowment
clauses, there being no votes on the Esti-
mates for such expenditure ; whilst the
£51,000 surplus shown in the Estimates
will never exist, not only because estimated
revenue is in excess of probabilities, but
also because no provision has been made
for Supplementary Estimates. If it be
stated that the districts can be carried on
from the £200,000 on loan, to be borrowed
and advanced to them at interest, then the
residents are in this position—they con-
tribute the same as ever to the revenue, and
are to get nothing from the revenue for
roads, &c.; while even for the endowment
to which they become entitled under their
local rates they have to provide an an-
nual interest. The small amounts which
have been periodically voted for the benefit
of residents in towns and suburban dis-
triets, whether for horticultural socie-
ties, schools cf art, maintenance of ceme-
teries or reserves, are to be withdrawn,.
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and the whole brunt of the reductions,
or retrenchment as the Government chooses
to ecall it, will press most heavily on
the labouring classes of the colony. The
poliey of the Government, as disclosed in
the Financial Statement, indicates rather
an intention to decry the credit of the
colony than to make that provision which
is absolutely required if we wish to recover
for the colony its temporary loss of pro-
sperity. In 1llustration of this I would
point to a table newly introduced among
the Treasurer’s tables—namely, Z 2, a re-
turn of the number of sheep in each of the
pastoral districts of Queensland for the ten
years from 1869 to 1878 inclusive. In it
the Government set forth that there has
been a diminution in the number of sheep
to the extent of 3,200,000. This table was
only introduced, to my mind, to assist the
Treasurer in asking this House to build
railways to follow up the removal of sheep
further westward. I think he ought,
for the ecredit of the colony, to have
accompanied this table with another show-
ing to those outside the colony who
are interested in Queensland statistics
that, while we have suffered a diminution
of the number of sheep, it has been made
up by the increase in eattle ;—for, by the
statistics of the colony, while in 1869
the number of cattle was 994,000, in
1878 they had inereased to 2,300,000.
T instance this to justify my remarks that
I consider the Government, during the
period of their administration, have rather
decried the credit of the colony thannain-
tained it in that position which the country
has a right to assume. When the Colonial
Treasurer, on Wednesday, elected to make
his Financial Statement in Committee of
Ways and Means, I fully expected he
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would have disclosed not only the necessity
for providing additional revenue, but that
his scleetion in making his Financial State- .

ment in that Committee was an evidence of
hisintention to do so. Under present cir-
cumstances, 1 fail to perceive the necessity
of the Statement being delivered in that
Committee. The hon. gentleman has not
alluded to a single feature whereby revenue

can belegitimately increased ;—even the
Stamp Duties Bill was passed over in com-

plete silence. At the presenttime we are in
1gnorance as to how far we are justified in
providing legislation in that direction, or
the assisfance i1 will be to the Treasury. I
contend the hon. gentleman should have
shown how he intended to meet the
nceessities of the revenue.
face during the next year a cash de-
ficieney of over £100,000, and he
should set himself seriously to consider
in what mamner the revenue can be
provided, so as to prevent the recurring
- spectacle of an annual deficiency. 1 was

He must .

rather surprised at a statement made by .

the Treasurcr concerning Customs tariff,

Financial Statement.

‘While he alluded to his intention to deal
hereafter with the Customs tariff to al-
leviate irregularities, and not with a view
to obtaining increased revenue, he did not
follow up such a declaration by immedi-
ately submitting to the Committee pro-
posals for such alterations, and instruct
the Custom-house officers to collect under
the amended list. I know no precedent
of such an authoritative intimation being
made, with a view of revising the tariff
within a few weeks, and I am convinced
that such an action has been highly in-
jurious to the commercial interests.
Holders of stocks, both bonded and free,
are perplexed as to their future operations.
Buyers only purchase from hand to mouth,
in expectation that the amended tariff may
disclose quotations more favourable to
them, Therefore, I feel justified in saying
that the Colonial Treasurer committed a
grave error of judgment when he himself
admitted that there are irregularities
in the tariff demanding attention, and did
not follow up the statement immediately by
moving the amendments he proposed, and
acting at once upon them. The Treasurer
himself admits that, with regard to the
fiseal condition of the colony, it is apparent
that for many years the ever-increasing
expenditure has been met by an elastic
revenue. Those were the years during
which the country was presided over by a
Liberal Administration; but what evidence
do we sce that that state of things is likely
to be continued? The whole policy of the
present Government is of the character to
deprive people within the colony of the
employment they might reasonably look
forward to. I cannot see any proposal of
the Treasurer which will stimulate, next
vear, the elasticity of the revenue through
the action of his own Administration.
There is no doubt, as he has stated, the
colony must recover; but I contend that
the natural vecovery, and the prosperity,
attended by elasticity of revenue, ought
not to Dbe credited to any Government.
The colony might just as well be without
a Government as have one which only main-
tains itself in office not by any merits of its
own, and does not contribute to promote the
prosperity of ihe colony, but accepts as
owing to their own action the improvement
which must naturally attend the recovery of
the colony from severe depression. The Co-
lonial Treasurer will have to look deeper
and further alead, and it will not do for
him merely to congratulate himself and
the country upon the immediate increase of
prosperity. 1f we proceed with the con-
struction of the Western lines—and that is
the whole burden of the speech—we must
not expeet the immediate appearance of
a financial millenium. I cannot see that
the mere conslruction of those lines—the
cost of which must be borne by the tax-
payer—will conduce to that desired result.
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I contend that the Government have not
gone the right way in their financial policy
to promote the prosperity of the colony,
or disclose such schemes as would in-
crease the revenue and assist its recovery.
1t may be held by some that, when times
are dull, it is desirable not to disturb trade
by introducing further taxation; but, to
quote the words of a writer in a late
article on finance—*“Those are the very
times when a Treasurer should look over
the weak points in lis armour and
strengthen them.” Taxationis at all times
an unwelcome subject, but an increase not
necessarily through the Custom-house, but
through some other avenue, would have
taught the taxpayer the necessity of eco-
nomy on his part if he desired to see the
colony pull through the existing depres-
sion. The Government have not addressed
themselves to meet the financial exigencies
of the times; they have not promised nor
attempted to remove or modify a single
tax for the benefit of trade or to assist
revenue. The whole scheme is weak and
unsuited to the very difficult position of
financial matters in the colony—1t is even
worse in its mischievous tendency. Tt
tends to cast a glamour over the eyes of
the people of this colony by the proposal
to borrow a large amount of public money,
a proposition at all times palatable to a
large proportion of this community, and
purposes to expend a moiety of that large
sum in the construetion of public works
for the benefit of one class solely. This
must add enormously to the already
heavy responsibilities of the country, and
must be felt permanently by the tax-

ayers. All these proposals which have
%een made by the Colonial Treasurer will
be weighed and valued at their true worth
by the majority of hon. members in this
Chamber when—and I trust it will be
before long—of the merits of the policy
of the present Government they shall have
become disillusioned.

The Mixisrer ror Works (Mr. Mac-

rossan) :—1I think, sir, the Lon. gentleman
who has just sat down will not be offended
by my telling him that I have frequently
heard him deliver better speeches.  Every
hon. member who had a seat in the last
Parliament must admit that, in compari-
son with the hon. gentleman’s previous
speeches, his address was very poor indeed.
And it is not from want of ability on his
part, for I will do him the eredit of saying
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fell from him with regard to the depart-
ment I represent at the present time. But
before making any special remarks upon
any particular point in his speech, T will
remark that it seemed to be a laboured
argument against the extension or applica-
bility of the principle of local government.
Coming from the Treasurer of thelate Minis-
try whose principal card for years and years
was local government, the statement was
very ungraceful indeed. He charges us with
attempting to bring forward local govern-
ment at the wrong time, and says people
will be called upon to tax themselves when
they are not able to do so. Holders of
property to be benefited by the improve-
ments will not be able, he says, to raise
any more taxes; and yet he asks us to do
what he says people themselves are unable
to do. I ask, in the name of common
sense, if people themselves are unable to
be taxed any more, how are we to tax
them any more? -~ I maintain, so far
from our action in regard to a few men
being discharged from employment being
injurious to the great body of the work-
ing classes, our action has been beneficial;
and I do not agree with the statement made
by the hon. gentleman that we are obliged
to find work for the people-—that we are
obliged to borrow money for the purpose of
giving employment to people. If people
are in distress we are certainly obliged to
assist them, but the hon. gentleman must
prove that they are in distress; it is not
because some men are idle that we should
fine employment for tliem, but we have
found work for three men fo every one
dismissed ; and the hon. gentleman seems
to forget the great body of working men
who have been obliged to furnish
the taxes for employing the few who
were discharged. He commiserates the
small handful, the 200 or 250 persons, who
have been discharged from work which was
not profitable to the country, and whose
services could De easily dispensed with,
but he seems to forget thé great body of
taxpayers who were taxed unfairly to
keep these men in employment ;—that
argument comes badly from a gentle-
man professing liberal principles, and
if it be liberalism I care for none of
it. If we find employment for people

. it must be on profitable reproductive works,

that I believe he has great ability—greater

than he has displayed to-night ; but simply
because he was unable to make any argu-
ment sufficiently strong to injure the
statement made by the Treasurer. I shall,
however, leave the Colonial Treasurer to
deal with the hon. gentleman’s speech so
far as it relates to financial matters, and
also his criticism of the tables.
simply deal with one or two matlers that

and we have done this for three times the
number dismissed. The hon. gentleman
is not the advoeate of the working man as
lie pretends to be; he has repeatedly taken

. the part of the working man in this House,

T shall

and said that we arc injuring the credit
of the colony by dismissing men ; but this
Loeal Government. Bill, to the application
of which he now objeets, isin favour of the
working man, and is expressly intended to
benefit him by relieving him from paying
taxes for enhancing the value of-property,
as he has done ever sincc the colony be-
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came independent. - This Loeal Govern-
ment Bill will be the means of taxing pro-
perty, and relieving the working man of the
taxes which he has been hitherto paying,
and which have been spent by Liberal
Governments and those who preceded
them for the enhancement of property.
I say we are the real advocates of
the working man, and shall benefit
him by taking from him the taxes
hitherto paid by him and putting them
on the holders of the property which
has been enhanced in value by the expendi-
ture of the ten millions that the colony
has borrowed. It is time we arrived at
this stage: although employment is scarce
it is time we had this state of things
altered, and the burdens placed upon the
shoulders of those best able to bear them,
and who ought to bear them. The hon.
gentleman says that we are proposing to
take railways into the interior for the
profit and benefit of holders of pastoral
country, there. I do nol mean to go
into the debate over the three-million
loan afresh, for that is the sum and
substance of the ar gument; but if we
are going to extend railways into the
interior it will not be for the benefit of the
pastoral lessees, but it will be for the pur-
pose of enhancing the value of the property
of the people. The Crown lands of the
colony are the property of the people, and
by every farthing that we increase their
value we increase the value of the people’s
property ;—no amount of argument can dis-
place this fact that Crown lands are the
property of the people of this colony, and
that if they are allowed to go to waste as
they are at present in the interior, that
property will be of no benefit to the great
body of the people; but if we spend
money upon if, the same as any person
having land which requires improvement,
and enhance its value, we enhance the value
of the people’s property, and will derive
more revenue from it by means of the in-
creased rental that it will bring, and in
other ways. It is all very well for the late
Colonial Treasurer to try to mystify this
Assembly as regards the policy of the Go-
vernment ;—our policy is exactly as was
stated last year—a vigorous works policy
combined with strict retrenchmentin depart-
mental expenditure. Nothingismorecertain
than that we have tried as far as we could,
and intend as far as our ability will per-
mit, to carry outthe policy advocated by us
last session—a policy which was adopted
by the majority of the electors of this
colony-—which placed us in power, and
which we should be traitors to the people, to
ourselves, and our principles, not to at-
tempt to carry out. Itis all very well to
say that we have only reduced the expen-
diture on roads and bridges; but let hon.
members look at the Estimates, and they
will see it extends further; several other
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departments having been cut down; but not
so. much as roads and bridges. I main-
tain, however, that by touching roads and
bridges, and placing the expenditure upon
property, we shall be relieving the working
man who has paid for their making in the
past. Ifthe late Colonial Treasurer will look
at the Estimates, he will find several other
departments which have been reduced.
There is, for example, a decrease of
£3,000 in the Colonial Treasurer’s De-
partment; of £11,000 in that of Publie
Lands ; and of between £4,000 and £5,000
in that of Mines; but I maintain that if
we had only stood still without inereasing
the cost of working the departments, that
even that would have been economy. When
we look at the Estimates, year by year, as
brought forward by the late Colonial Trea-
surer and his predecessors, and see in-
creases of £50,000, £100,000, or £150,000
over the preceding year, and also see that
our population is increasing, and the cost of
government is increasing—if we had only
stood still at the exact amount of the last
Estimate, even that wounld be economy and
retrenchment. We have gone further,
though. We have dispensed with a great
number of useless hands, employed by the
late Government; we have cut down, as
far as we could, the different departments,
and by cutting down the Statement
to a proper pitch, so as to meet
the increased cost of the construetion -of
railways, which will enhance the value of
the people’s property, we shall be able to
meet all the demands which will be made
upon us in the interests of good Govern-
ment and of the public revenue also. The
late Colonial Treasurer also said something
about the severe financial position of the
colony now existing. I think he said that
under the Liberal Government the revenue
was elastic, and that we had now arrived
at a severe financial position : if we have
done so it certainly is not due to the action
of the present Government ;—whatever
position the country is in it must have
been brought about chiefly by the late
Government, because, when we took office,
we found the country in the severe position
to which the hon. gentleman alludes, and
it does not come with a good grace for
him to allude to what was caused by
himself and his colleagues. If, how-
ever, the revenue has been elastic during
the years in which the Liberal Government
held office it was not because of the Gov-
ernment. An elastic revenue may come
from other sources besides Government,
and I say it came to the country in spite of
the Government. The elastic revenue was
caused by circumstances over which no
Government had any control: it came
chiefly from the large quantities of land
taken up by the people, from agricultural
settlement, the extension of occupation in
the interior, and the great extension of our
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Northern —goldfields. . These  were the
sources of elastic revenue, and no Govern-
ment can lay claim to them. Since we
came into office we have let contracts for
railway construction by which we shall, at
the very lowest caleulation of the contrae-
tors themselves, be able to afford employ-
ment to from 700 to 900 men additional;
and the number of men who have been
dismissed from the different Government
departments of all classes, from staff offi-
cers down to the labouring man, will
not amount to half that number; so that
the argument which the hon. gentleman
adduces—that we have depressed the
labouring eclass through diminishing em-
ployment—falls to the ground, when taken
into account with the increased employ-
ment we have afforded by means of con-
traets for railway construction. I take no
credit for this, any further than that it is
an answer to the accusation that the
Government decreased the employment of
the people by dispensing with men who
were employed on work which they should
not have been, and who are now more
profitably employed, or can be so on the
making of railways. The hon. gentleman
also deprecated appealing to English capi-
talists ; but this is a strange accusation
from one who himself appealed every year
to them.

Mzr. Dicrson: I did not use the word in
that sense: I merely deprecated a loan
without information as to its distribution.

The MinIsTER FOR WoORES: If the hon.
gentleman will only wait until the proper
time comes, he will be told of the distribu-
tion of the loan. He cannot expect to be
told, now, upon a discussion of this kind, of
the distribution of a loan of three millions.
Information will come in its own good time,
and then the hon. gentleman will have full
and ample opportunity to eriticise the
matter. I certainly took his remark to
mean that he deprecayled continual appeals
to the English capitalists, and thought it
came very ill from a Colonial Treasurer
who, year after year, appealed to the Eng-
lish capitalists, and was a member of a
Government who doubled the public debt
during the time they were in office. I
may have been mistaken in my applieation
of the words as they were used, but I
could put no other meaning upon them. I
said, in starting, that I had no intention of
going into a deliberate criticism of the
speech of the ex-Colonial Treasurer —that I
simply intended to remark upon the por-
tions referring to public works; and I think
I have shown him that, whatever dismissals
may have taken place in the Works
Department, have been fully compensated
for by the additional employment given in
other directions by the same department.
And so far from being in any way dele-
terious 4o the interests of the working man,
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I maintain that our policy, carried out so
far as it has been yet, is for the immediate
benefit of the working man, and will be
for his benefit still more in the future.
The working man of this colony is an inde-
pendent man. He does not require to be
employed by any Government or any cor-
poration or any people merely for the pur-
pose of finding him employment. I know
the feelings of the great body of the work-
ing men of the country, both north and
south, and I know this—that they will
sooner be employed at reproductive works
than at work which degrades them to, in a
certain sense, the condition of paupers. I
maintain that in abolishing, to a certain
extent, conditions of employment which
should never have existed, we have tended
to raise the working man, not only in his
own estimation, but also in the estimation
of the people of the colony. And so far
from bond fide working men appreciating
the sympathetic remarks made use of from
time to time by hon. gentlemen opposite, I
believe it is quite the other way, or else I
am very much mistaken in my estimate of
the working men of Queensland. I have
always found, during my time in the colony
that the working man is the most inde-
pendent man in the country; that he will
accept no charity of any kind, and that he
is a man always willing to work, and work
hard and honestly for what he earns. T
maintain that the working men of the
colony placed the present Government in
the position they now oceupy, upon the
enunciation of the policy we are now
attempting to carry out, and which I have
not the slightest doubt a majority of the
House will assist us in carrying as much
as a majority of the country put us in our
present places to carry it out.

Mpr. GrirriTE: I do not think the work-
ing men of this colony, to whom the
hon. member alludes somuch in his speech,
are likely to accept him as their exponent.
‘Whatever claims the hon. gentleman may
have had to be regarded as one of the
working men of the colony, I think he has
entirely forfeited that claim. He sits now
in this House as a member of a Govern-
ment that represents, more fully than any
other Government we ever had in this colony
before, one class of the community; and I
say the hon. gentleman’s claims to be re-
garded as a representative of the people are
completely gone. I shall say nomore with
regard to that part of his speech. Now,
sir, this debate, in consequence of the
action of the Governmeut during the
present session, partakes to a great extent
of the character of a debate upon the
Opening Speech. The Opening Speech
was so very vague, and conveyed so little
information, that it was practically im-
possible to fasten upon it, or discover in it,
any policy of the Government at all, We
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were informed that the policy of the Gov-
ernment would be fully disclosed at a later
date when the Treasurer came to make his
Financial Statement;—and now we have,
what? We have a statement which con-
tains some information, and econnected with
it are a number of tables supposed to give
more. From these, I presume, we are to
gather the policy of the Government; but
really we are in the position of knowing
very little about their policy. However,
little as we know, I propose to address
myself {o the general aspects of it so far as
we can discoverit fromthe Treasurer’s State-
ment, and I propose alsotorefer to some ob-
servations he made in addressing the House
in Committec of Ways and Means, on Wed-
nesday last—in commenting on the conduct
of his predecessors. This, T believe, is a
feature seldom to be found in a Treasurer’s
speech. This speech is supposed generally
to give the country information as to its
present financial position and the financial
policy of the Government for the future.
Whatever information the statement con-
tains as to the present position of the colony
has been dealt with very clearly by my hon.
friend, the member for Enoggera, and I
propose to refer to the Statement from a
somewhat different point of view. The lon.
the Treasurer, in the first place, explained
why the colony wasin its present depressed
condition—why the revenue had not ex-
hibited its customary buoyaney—and, affer
referring to the decline of pastoral pursuits
followed by disastrous seasons and low
prices in the European markets, he refer-
red to the depression in our goldfields, and
expressed a hope that new alluvial fields
would be discovered shortly. He then
went on to refer to what he called the disas-
trous effects of the railway reserves legis-
lation. That is a matter of principle to
which this Parliament has been committed
for some years. In 1875 the Parliament
adopted the policy of railway reserves, and
from that time to the present it has been
continued. The hon. gentleman affects to at-
tribute the depressed condition of the Trea-
sury at the present time, in a very lurge
degree, to the Railway Reserves Act. I
will refer to two or three of his statements
to show the nature of his arguments. He
says—

“The action of these laws on the Treasury
has had the effect of a reduction of taxation.
Such g reduction never takes place in ordinary
practice unless a clear case has been first made
out that the revenue is not required ; but that
was never attempted to be shown here. Since
these railway veserve laws have been enacted,
£430,000 has been withdrawn from the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund on their account. A
portion of this amount acerued from what may
be termed abnormal land sales-—that is, from-
Jand which would not have been sold other-
wise than for the purposes of railway construc-
tion. These abnormal sales I estimate to have
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produced £300,000. Deducting this from the
gross smount,’a sum of £130,000 remains, and
this would have gone a considerable length
towards covering the deficit now looming
before us.”

Further on, he says—

“ We have never really yet been able to spare
from our land revenue any sum for railway
construction, because the entire amount has
been wanted and used for payment of interest
on our loans. To appropriate any portion of
that revenue solely to payment of interest on
any specific railway is merely to divert the
Consolidated Revenue into a separate account
and make it perform the same work as before,
but under certain obvious disadvantages.”

Now, how on earth does that show that the
deficiency in the revenue is owing to the
Railway Reserves Act? The hon. gentle-
man says a sum of £300,000 has been
raised by abnormal land sales, which
otherwise would not have been raised at
all, and the remainder would have gone to
the Consolidated Revenue. But what does
he propose to do?—to put it into the
Consolidated Revenue, so that things will
be exactly as if that Act had not been
passed. The £130,000 will reduce the
supposed deficit by that amount; but how
are our finances any better off by the
transaction 7 They are exactly as they
were, I do not see how we have lost by
the transaction any way. The #£130,000
would have been transferred, as the hon.
member for Knoggera has shown, from
time to time, under the head of “miscella-
neous services,”’ to the General Revenue;
and it remains exactly as it is. As to the
£300,000 received from abnormal land
sales, it has gome to the construction
of railways; and as the hon. gentleman
says we should not have raised money by
these abnormal sales of land, I suppose we
should have borrowed the money and paid
interest on it—a thing we have not now to
do. So far as that is coneerned, I cannot
follow the hon. gentleman’s argument that
the railway reserves legislation had the
effect of increasing the deficit. He says—

“To the railway reserves legislation, then, is
due much of our present financial embarrass-
ment.”

We all know that the hon. gentleman
objects to the Railway Reserves Aect, but in
attributing to that Act the present financial
embarrassment he is referring to two things
as cause and effect which have no such
connection whatever. If he hadsaid that the
£300,000 raised by abnormal sales of land
was the cause of the depression in"our pro-
ducing interests, or of the financial condition
of the colony—at least hig premises might
have been right, and there would be some-
thing to lead to a coneclusion ; but so faras
he has gone, his premises have no connection
whatever with his conelusion.. The condi-
tion of the Treasury is now the same, except
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as to the £300,000, as it would have been
if the Railway Reserves Aet had not been
passed. Then the hon. gentleman went.on
to refer to the decreased revenue from the
Southern and Western Railway, and what
reasons did he give for the decrease? He
said—

“One canse of unprogressiveness stands out
prominently. Railway extension, to be success-
ful, should stimulate settlement. Has, then, the
settlement which we had a reason to expect
been induced by the extension of the Southern
and Western Railway? The answer is. No.
Effectual means to discourage settlement on
the richest lands which the railway is approach-
ing have been taken by the sale at auction of
large areas a long way in advance of the
legitimate demand.”

Does the hion. member mean to stand up
in this House and tell us that if the land
at Roma had not been sold the receipts on
the Southern and Western Railway would

not have diminished P—does he mean
that ?

The PrEsMrEr: I mean exactly what I
say there.

Mr. GrirrirE: He tells us that that
is ome cause of unprogressiveness that
stands out prominently; but what has the
sale of £300,000 worth of country in the
‘Western Railway Reserve got to do with
the diminished returns from the Southern
and Western Railway? The hon. member
might have said that ten vears hence there
would be less traffie; but did he mean to
say that there was, now?

The PreMizr: I do; I know it to be
true, too.

Myr. GrrrriTe : If this £300,000 worth
of land had not been sold it would be in
exactly the same hands it is now-—that of
pastoral tenants; it would carry exactly
the same number of sheep, and the traffic
to the railway from that would have been
exactly the same asitis now., It wasall
very well to say it would not

The Prruier: It would have been in
farms.

Mr. GrirritHE: Some day it might be in
farms. Does the hon. member mean to say
that the £300,000 worth of land would
have been in farms already?

The Premier: I do.

Mr. Grirrire: I do not think the hon.
gentleman would venture to say that in
Committee, where we could give him a
little cross-questioning and get the reasons
for his statement. ‘The hon. gentleman
tells us that since 1876—since the Railway
Reserves Act cameinto operation—£300,000
worth of land have been sold, and that if
that land had not been sold it would now
be under farms and the traffic from those
farms would have kept up the revenue of
the 8. and W. Railway. The proposition
only requires to be stated to answer itself.
He then goes on to say—

“The Government, therefore, through past
legislation have lost an increased traffic thag
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should have followed settlement, and capitalists
have been cramped in their operations by the
bleeding process they have undergone.”

I think the hon. gentleman must go a little
further, and find some better reason for the
diminution of the traffic on the S. and W,
Railway. He goes on further to say—
“The diminution of traffic on our existing
lines results, to a considerable extent, from the
recluced area of country at present under sheep.
The causes of this reduction are the gemeral
failure of the coast country as the habitat of
the sheep, the marsupial plague, and the bad
seasons we have untillately encountered.”

Now, how much of that applies to the S. and
W. Railway? The number of sheep in East
and West Moreton was 68,000 in 1876,
32,000 in 1877, and 30,000 in 1878. I do
not think that has had mueh to do with it.
Turning to the Darling Downs, I find that
thetotal diminution, there, has been 300,000 ;
that, also, cannot have had much influence
in that direction. Then there is the mar-
supial plague. I do not think that has
affected that part of the country very
much, and we may dismiss it from our

caleulations. I come now to a much more
important matter. The hon. gentleman
says—

“Qur present financial position, however,
urges on us the necessity of economical reform,
which we propose to imtiate by saddling upon
property the expenditure incurred for its
improvement. Our disbursements from the
Works Department go directly to the improve-
ment of property, and a property tax to pro-
vide the means for such disbursements becomes
the natural and inevitable consequence.”

‘When the hon. gentleman got as far as that
I thought I saw light—I thought he was
coming to his senses; but it seemed so

-utterly inconsistent with the views of hon.

gentlemen sitting behind him that I con-
cluded I was mistaken. In his next sentence
he says—

“While the working man is free to carry his
labour to the best market, taxation solely for
the improvement of property should not be
allowed to encroach upon his means.”

I am glad to be able to agree with the hon.
gentleman’s sentiments, though I differ
from his conclusions. He goes on—

“The application of Customs revenus tlo
public works would, therefore, be unjust toa
large body of the taxpayers. How, then, is a
property-tax to be raised ? Can the Central
Government either impose such o tax as eqnit-
ably or profitably, or spend the proceeds of it
as judiciously or economically, as it could be
raised or spent by local bodies ?

And then he refers us to the Divisional
Boards Bill. This is an extremely im-
portant part of the hon. gentleman’s
scheme. He says the disbursements from
the Works Department go directly to the
improvement of property. What is the
proportion of these disbursements for
trunk railways and for roads and
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bridges? . He proposes - to spend .a
sum of £70,000 on roads and  bridges
throughout the whole colony. That is
what he calls the expenditure of the Works
Department for the improvement of pro-
perty which ought to be borne by local
taxation. As against that, he is going to
spend, in addition to the immense sums
already authorised, £1,775,000 to complete
and extend trunk lines. For the improve-
ment of property, which these trunk lines
will produce, he does not think it fair that
the means for those disbursements should
fall on property; and that is his miserable
application of an excellent idea. When
the hon. gentleman comes to deal with
millions, the cost is to come out of taxation;
but when it is a paltry sum of £60,000 or
£70,000 the greater portion is to be paid by
those persons whose property it improves.
That is where I most distinetly differ from
the policy of the hon. gentleman, as to the
proportion of the cost of those public
works which is to fall upon the persons
most benefited. Thenhe wenton to say—

Tt is not, however, only by shifting the re-
sponsibility of local works from the Central

- Government to the localities directly interested
that I look for an amelioration of our financial
condition.”

If the principle is good why not apply it ?
He adds—

“ Most of the Government departments are
over-manned,”
and goes on to state that he is reducing
them; but I will refer to that question
when I come to the Kstimates. Then,
after a little eriticism of his predecessors
in office, which I think is somewhat out of
place, he says—

A small reduction appears in the Depart-
ment of Public Instruction, but the object is
not to limit the operations of that service, but
to provide only so much as is likely to be ex-
pended, the department having been unable to
spend the amounts provided in the Estimates
for previous years. Sufficient provision should
be made for every service ; but I contend that
when an excessive amount is granted, the officers
of a department are supplied with an induce-
ment o extravagance which it is the clear duty
of the Government to hold in check.”

One would suppose that in previous years
the department had been allowed to indulge
in great extravagance; but the fact was
that the surplus was only £2,000 or £3,000,
which showed a tolerably close approxima-
tion upon an annual expenditure of over
£100,000. Then we are told— -

“The Grovernment have been actuated by a
resolute determination to ask your sanection to
no appropriation which does not promise to
augment revenue, either directly by utbilising
Crown lands at present inaccessible and com-
paratively valueless, or indirectly by removing
obstacles from the path of promising industries
or expanding commerce.”

Again T agree with the hon. gentleman’s
prineiples, but in the applieation of them
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he has entirely departed from the rules he
has laid down. Then he says—

“By providing for the various services on s
reduced scale, yet still sufficiently ample to
secure efficiency ; by carrying out the depart-
mental reforms contemplated by the several
Ministers——

‘We might have been informed what they
are. The sentence continues—

“By removing a large portion of the func-
tions of the Works Department from the
responsibility of the Central Government ; and
by crediting the Consolidated Revenue with
the total amount realised from the lands, I am
enabled to bring the probable expenditure of
the forthcoming year, including interest on the
public debt, slightly within the estimated
revenue.”

But this is a mere matter of book-
keeping. Such are the modes by which
the Government say they are going to
equalise the expenditure with the income.
‘What are the reforms indicated by the
Government, so far as we can discover
them? We were told they were to be
something great. But the hon. gentle-
man’s speech, like that put into the mouth
of His Excellency, the other day, reminds
me of the prospectus of a company floated
in the days of the South Sea bubble,
which stated that it was an undertaking
of immense advantage, but no one was
to know what it was. On that basis
subscriptions were sought and received;
and of course none of the subscribers
ever did know what the unknown objeet
was. The policy of the hon. gentle-
man seems one of that kind. What are
the departmental reductions? TIn the
Colonial Secretary’s Departments there is a
reduction of £3,500 in the cost of the
Immigration Department, but I will say
more about that when I come to the loan
vote. Then there is a saving of £15,000
for police. As to that, we ought to have
had some ex]})ﬂanation from the Colonial
Treasurer. Does the hon. gentleman con-
template a reduction in the population of
the colony? In his speech he speaks of
inereased revenue, but there is no provi-
sion made for increased population. But
increased revenue and inereased population
are tomy mind synonymous, and you can-
not have the one without the other. I do
not think the Police Department is over-
manned. although it may perhaps be over-
officered, and a reduection of 25 per cent. in
its ranks is a very serious item. I do not
know where this reduction is to take place
-—an hon. member suggests Ipswich, but I
fancy, from what we have seen and heard,
that 'a reduction there would not meet
the ideas of the Minister for Works. We
may pay too dear for a saving of this
nature, for although we pay a high price
for our police it 1s an insurance on the
property of the country. How are new
towns to be opened up in the interior,
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or fresh arcas taken up in selections, if
police protection is to be withdrawn? I
doubt very much whether the large reduc-
tion contemplated is one that can safely be
made. Another departmental reduction is
a saving of £4,500 on the vote for the
Volunteers ; and they commence very well
by giving £750 a-year to a colonel.

The PrEMIEr: Why, that is your own
estimate.

Mzr. Grirrire : Oh,no! Thehon. gentle-
man perhaps does not know it is there al-
though the Estimate is signed by his name.
About this reduction I shall say nothing;
the force being in a transition state. The re-
duced amount of cost for elections is not a
reduction for which the Government can
claim credit, an extra sum_being required,
last year, on account of the general elec-
tion. Then thereis a saving of £8,000 on
schools of art, cemeteries, and agricul-
taral and horticultural societies—institu-
tions which have always hitherto beenrecog-
nised as having a legitimate titleto State aid.
Such were the great departmental reforms
in the Colonial Secretary’s Department.
In the Administration of Justice there was
no change; in the Department of Public
Instruction there is no change, except a
small amount of cheeseparing, amounting
to £200 or £300, which is knocked off in
a case where the work done was worth
ten times the amount. In the Colonial
Treasurer’s Department itself there is a
. saving of £3,000, consisting chiefly of con-
tingencies; in the Lands Department the
saving is #£10,000, of which £5,000—an
item under the head ‘ miseellaneous,” and
consisting of a sum for costs—appeared on
the last Supplementary Estimates, while
the rest is entirely taken off the survey of
land. 1f there is to be the increased
revenue from land which the Treasurer
anticipated during the mnext twelve
months, how is the extent of the sur-
veys to be diminished, for, if the trans-
actions in land are to be extended,
surely more money must be spent on sur-
veys? It cannot, therefore, be any real
diminution of the expenditure of the de-
partment, for the surveys must go on and
their expense must be placed on the Sup-
plementary Estimates. Then, take the
Department of Public Works and Mines—
what great departmental reform is there
there ? The diminution of expenditure in
the department itself amounts to £3,500,
made up almost entirely by the dismissal
of officers employed on the roads, including
that most useful class of officer, the Road
Rangers. If there were two or three more
of them instead of their being done away
with it would be more to the purpose, for
every hundred pounds spent in that way
would save the country thousands of
pounds afterwards in the resumption of
land for roads. In the roads and bridges
in the southern part of the colony there
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is . a diminution of £52,000;—in the cen-
tral division it is £8,000 and in the
northern division £14,000, and in build-
ings #£34,000—buildings, of course, being
the very first thing & Government would
look to if they desired to do any-
thing in the way of retrenchment. Then,
in the Mines Department, there is a
diminution of £4,000, consisting prinei-
pally in the reduction of the number
of wardens on the northern goldfields,
so that altogether the great diminu-
tion in the Works Department -consists
in carrying out what the Colonial
Treasurer refers to as throwing the bur-
den of the improvement of property on
the property itself. Does anybody sup-
pose this £70,000 taken off the roads and
bridges is to be really saved ? Does not
everybody know that all the money will
have to be spent, only it is to come from
another source? Thatis the idea, I pre-
sume. Instead of coming from the General
Revenue, it is to come out of the pockets
of the people in the municipalities that are
to be affected by what the Government
call their Divisional Boards Bill. The
General Revenue is to be relieved of
£70,000 at the expense of the people in the
different parts of the colony, who are
to contribute by direct taxation for these
works of construction. For what are
these taxpayers to contribute this money,
unless it be to pay interest for this loan of
£2,000,000 to construct railways into the
interior? And how much of this £70.000
is to come out of the pockets of the pastoral
tenants, for whose special benefit these
railways are to be made ? I shall not dis-
cuss the Divisional Boards Bill now, but I
will simply say that it is a digest of the
TLocal Government Bill of last session, with
two objectionable exceptions, and I cannot
say that it is a very clever digest either.
One of the two exceptions to which I refer
is that the voting is to be done by post, and
the other is the mode of rating the pastoral
tenants. The pastoral tenants, under the
Local Government Bill of 1878, were to be
rated according to the annual value of their
property—no more and no less; but under
this Bill, just such a Bill as we might ex-
pect from a Government supported by a
number of pastoral tenants, they are to
pay rates upon the annual rental—that is
to say,upon the 10s. a mile they pay to the
Government, and they are to be rated on
that alone. This is to be taken as the full
annual value of their property, and in this
way they are to pay rates upon their rents,
I find by the table showing the amount of
pastoral rents received that the total reve-
nue from that source is £168,000. And
supposing every pastoral lessee in the coun-
try is taxed—and they will not be under
the Divisional Boards Bill, for that will
not affect the interior—and supposing every
pastoral run in the country is rated at its
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full amount, we will see how much will be
contributed by them to this £72,000, of
which the General Revenue is to be relieved
for the purpose of paying interest on this
loan. The maximum amount of taxation
is 8 per cent., and the interest will there-
fore be £13,000. It comes, therefore, to
this: They relieve the Geeneral Revenue of
£70,000towards paying the interest, but that
amount has to be made up by direct taxa-
tion, because the work is necessary and has
to be done, and of that a great deal less
than one-fifth is to be contributed by those
parts of the colony which are to be directly
developed by the railways in question. That
is the way in which this Government, of
which the Minister for Works is a member,
proposes to benefit populous districts of the
colony. That is the way in which property
is to pay for the benefit upon it. I venture to
go further, and say the proportion which will
be paid under the Divisional Boards Bill
will not be more than four or five thousand
pounds on the property so enormously in-
creased in value by these trunk railways;
and I say, again, this is the way the hon.
gentleman carries out his principles. We
are not told whether there are any more
great departmental reductions here; but I
notice one of the officers in the Mines De-
partment—one of the oldest and inost de-
serving in the colony—is to be sent about
his business.

The Premier : Who is that?

Mpr. Grrrrita : It is Mr. Gregory, and
I do not observe that he appears amongst
the pensioners, although other officers are
there. Then we come to the railways;—
that is another department where there are
to be great departmental reforms, but
what are they? We were told, the otherday,
that the Government found it necessary to
reduce the Ipswich workshops by 103 men,
and we were told so much about these men,
and so often, that scarcely anything was
stated by the Government that eannot be
contradicted by reference to their own state-
ments ; but the result of it all was—first,
they were dismissed because they were not
wanted ; then they were dismissed on the re-
commendation of the officers of the depart-
ment ; and then many other things. I will
not, however, repeat all the statements
made, but the general result was that the
men were not dismissed on the recom-
mendation of the officers. The Minister
for Works thought himself justified
in getting information from any and
every source, putting it together and

dismissing the men upon 1t, but for !

other reasons than retrenchment. If
there were mno other reasons, it may
safely be said the selection of the men was
conducted on different principles. We
were told that the pruning-knife was to go
still deeper—that many more men would
have to go. We were told at one time they
were sent away because they were in.
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competent ; then that the Government made
arrangement for their (mp'oyment by pri-
vate contract, because they were of such
value to the colony. Then, to-night, the
Minister for Works, still harping on the
same subjeet, could not help trying to give
still another excuse. But what does this
reduction in the railway workshops amount
to on the Estimates? 103 men, we know,
were dismissed at once, with a promise
of many more to follow; but the total
reductions, as they appear upon the Esti-
mates, are 47. What is to be done with
the other 56? I suppose 56 new men are
to be put on in their places. Only four
weeks ago we were told that 103 men were
useless at Ipswich, and that the pruning-
knife must goin deeper. The Hstimates
show only 47. Now, how are we to take
this? Does the hon. the Premier dissent ?

The PreyMier: Yes. You don’t mean to
say that you are not aware that all the men
are not on that page?

Mr. Grirrita: I am looking at Esti-
mates which speak for themselves, and I
can see no more in addition to the forty-
seven I have mentioned. There are, cer-
tainly, four guards; but that is the only
other reduction in the whole Estimates of
men who can be said in any way to be
employed on the Southern and Western
Railway.

The Preumier: One-half the men dis-
missed were not on the Estimates, and you
know it.

Mr. Grirrita : I not only do not know
it, but I do not believe 1t;—from my
knowledge of the Works Department [
think it highly improbable. Here we have
another piece of information. The hon.
gentleman should not be too rash in giving
his information, for already he has given so
much that he has had to apologise. Now
we are told that there are fifty-six men
employed in the railway workshops not
on the Estimates. Perhaps we shall see if
this is so when the Government are good
enough to lay the returns which have been
ordered upon the table? On the Central
Railway, where we were told the retrench-
ment was to go on in the same
way, there appears only a reduction of
twenty out of the thirty who had really
been discharged. These are the only
great departmental reforms to be found
there, or of which there are any particulars
upon the Estimates. Where are the evi-
dences, then, of the removal of the fune-
tions of the Works Department from the
Central Government? The retrenchments
in the Civil Service amount to mnothing
at all, and so far as the saving on the
Revenue account is concerned we have little
more than words. Then we come to the
Loan account. When the late Government
was in power, whenever they brought for-
ward a proposition for a loan they were
always asked for details—always accused
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of dangling something or other before the
eyes of the constituencies and of endeavour-
ing to divert them and lead them astray.
‘What details are there here? We have
one of the most transparent attempts to
influence a constituency ever heard of,
when we are told there are going to be
branch lines. When the late Government,
two or three years ago, proposed a system
of branch lines on the Loan Estimates, the
hon. gentlemen scouted the idea of talking
of such a thing unless there were full de-
tails of the lines. Have we details now?
£300,000 are to be spent over branch lines.
But, sir, when he spoke, an election for
Darling Downs was contemplated, and we
were told that a very useful place to begin
would be the Darling Downs. TLet me tell
the hon. gentleman that dangling things
before the electors, so far as he has gone at
present, has not been by any means a suc-
cess. The attempt made to influence the
election at Fortitude Valley by promises
was not a success ; and let me tell him that
if he had not resorted to such transparent
dodges there, the majority against his col-
league might have been less. I may tell
him, also, that those transparent dodges are
unworthy of a Treasurer when making his
Finarcial Statement. Now, with regard to
these branch railways, let me tell the House
the condition of the surveys of them.
Many of them have been going on for
some years, and some would have been
very nearly completed if the Government
had not summarily dismissed all the sur-
veyors. The Government come here and
say, “ We intend to make branch lines,”
and in the meantime they have stopped all
surveys of them. If they make this
branch line on the Darling Downs, they
will have to make a new survey, which
cannot be ready for a long time, so that
the people will not get their line for years.

T should like to know from the hon. gentle-

man what branch lines are to be made?
‘We are going to have a loan of £3,000,000,
of which £1,500,00) is to be expended on
the extension of trunk lines, and an
additional sum, nearly £276,000, is required
for the completion of trunk lines so far
as they are already authorised ;—so that
out of a loan of £3,000,000, £1,750,000
is to be set apart for trunk lines, against
which is £300,000 for branch lines. Is
that a fair proportion? I belicve that
trunk lines should be extended as fast as
the resources of the colony will allow, and
1 have always said so, but T do not believe
in their boing extended faster than the
resources of the courntry will allow, or
being extended at the expense ¢f all the
colony. When the late Government
brought in their scheme for carrying on a
system of public works, they said plainly
enough what their intention was, and did
not speak in the ambiguous language
adopted in this speech of the hon. Trea-
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surer, which may mean one thing to-day
and another thing to-morrow. We said—

“In order to give effect to the public works
policy which is contemplated, it will also be
necessary to obtain your authority for the
raising of an increased revenue. Asthe expen-
diture to be incurred will tend materially to
enhance the value of the public estate and
other forms of property, the additional revenue
required should be derived chiefly from those
sources.”

We faced the difficulty manfully, but
the hon. gentleman proposes to borrow
£3,000,000; and how is he going to pay
the interest P He says he will not in-
crease his revenue by taxation, and how,
then, is it to be met? He says oubt of
land ; yet the hon. member deprecated the
policy of the late Government in selling
so much land, and termed it a ruinous
policy. He says he will be able to pro-
vide means to meet the additional interest
out of the territorial revenué. But is it to
be supposed that all this will come at once?
He says that every mile by which the
interior of the colony is penetrated in-
creases the area of Crown lands available
for pastoral Eurposes and homestead selec-
tion; and then, again, that the western
country is the only part of the country fit
for close settlement, or words to that
effect. But I will use the Lon. gentleman’s
own words, which are so very much better
for any purpose of mine that I should be
sorry to paraphrase thein—

“It must be well known to the Comnittee
that the richest lands in the colony, as well as
those most available for close settlement, lie
far to the westward, and have not as yet been
touched by any of our railways.”

‘Where are they? Where are these lands
that we are going to have for close settle-
ment? What does the hon gentleman
mean by close settlement? Does he mean
land so hedged in by squatters’ runs as to
be impossible to get at P Certainly, Thave
never travelled in the far West, but from
what I have heard and read there is no
more land available there for close settle-
ment than there is on the Darling Downs.
But, supposing there is—supposing that
there are such lands on the Diamantina—
what good will they be? I donot suppose
500 miles away from a market would be a
very profitable place for growing maize.
Or is it that those gentlemen who have
these large pastoral properties in the
far West are all of a sudden possessed
with a wish to see their large plains con-
verted into homesteads for selectors?
Where are these lands so fitted for close
settlement which our railways have not
touched P Surely, the hon. gentleman does
not mean near Roma, for the railway
is already nearly completed there? When
we get beyond that, and nearer the Mit-
chell, it will be many years before we can
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get to any land fit for close settlement. On
the Central line we shall have to pass
through a desert before we can come to
any country fit for settlement at all, and
on the Northern line, beyond Charters
Towers, it will be some time before we
can come to such lands. How mahy
ears will it be before we can get to these
ands? It is nonsense. We must look
the thing in the face. We know that if
these railways are made the interest must
be paid, and we know that unless some
splendid provision is made it will ultimately
have to be paid out of the Customs. When,
last year, we proposed to pay a small
amount of additional interest out of tax-
ation, the hon. gentleman ridiculed such

a proposition, and yet now he tells us—’

with a decreasing revenue, mind—that we
are to pay the interest out of ter-
ritorial revenue. Why, sir, everyone in
the country knew that whatever Govern-
ment was in power, this year, they must
be prepared to face the question of
additional taxation. But how are we
to get this increased revenue without
increased population, and how are we to
get the population? I see that there is
only £100,000 put down for immigration.
This must be for four years, for the loan
cannot be spent in less time, and the
amount is not more than we have spent
in one year for many years. This year we
have spent up to the present time £135,000.
Last year we spent £116,5634; in 1876-7,
£123,189 ; in 1875.-6, £102,363. Since 1872
we have never spent less than £100,000 a
year; and yet the hon. gentleman proposes
toreduce immigration by three-fourths, and
at the same time expects to increase our
territorial revenue to the enormous extent
he has mentioned. 'With regard to branch
raillways—and I have said that I agree
with the extension of main trunk lines as
the resources of the colony will permit—
the hon. gentleman throws down a sop of
£300,000, and tells us in a general way
that railways can be made for £3,000 a
mile. I think so, too; but when I ex-
pressed that opinion before, the hon. mem-
ber ridiculed it, and said I did not under-
stand the matter. But, about these branch
railways : I should like to know which rail-
way the hon. member is going in for. He
could not make more than 100 miles with
£300,000; and T would ask, is he going
to make a line from Cometville to Cler-
mont P—if so, that would absorb more
than half; or is he going to make a line in
West Moreton ; or, as he has said, ishe going
to'make railways on the Darling Downs?
for, if so, we could not put down a less dis-
tance than 50 miles, and that would be
one-half of the entite distance at once.
Does the hon. gentleman really believe
that these propositions will be satisfactory
to the country? They may simply be
summed up as a proposition te borrow a
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large sum of money for the benefit of the
squatters in the western interior. That is
the "policy of the Government—we have
always expected it, and now we know it.
The hon. gentleman said this was the
policy on which an appeal was made to the
constituencies during the last general elec-
tion, and that this Parliament had been
returned to carry it out. I say that this
Parliament was returned to carry out no
such policy. If the hon. gentleman suc-
ceeds it will be by the votes of hon. mem-
bers returned to oppose that policy and to
carry out the opposite one. If he succeeds
let him not say that it was the poliey which
Parliament was pledged to carry out. We
know that hon. members are sitting on the
Government side of the House who were
returned expressly to oppose that policy;
and when the time comes I trust they
will vote according to the principle upon
which their constituents returned them.
The hon. gentleman’s policy means the
stagnation of the populous parts of the
colony—railways into the interior for the
benefit of the squatter, and the stoppage
of immigration to prevent the increase of
population. To say that Parliament was
returned to support such a poliey is really
too much. It will be a long time before
the hon. gentleman is able to carry out
such a policy: perhaps by-and-bye we
shall find the hon. gentleman has no policy
whatever. e has the advantage of being
so ambiguous, that what he says may mean
something to-day and something elseina
few days or next week. TFrom reading
the speech and comparing it with the Esti-
mates, the only conclusion I ean come to is
that what I have stated is the policy of the
Government ; and I say itis a policy entirely
unsatisfactory. Iregretwe didnothave an
opportunity of discussing this subject on
the opening of Parliament; but it is satis-
factory that we have now the opportunity
of expressing freely our opinions on the
policy of the Government.

Mr. MacrartaNE (Leichhardt) said he
could not allow a grievous error which had
beenn made to pass uncorrected. If any
matter was brought forward there was
sure to be some fault attributed to the
squatters ;—in fact, they were the hereties
of the political world, and whatever they
did was wrong. The hon. leader of the Oppo-
sition, who referred to the Divisional Boards
Bill, must have read that Bill in a different
way from what he (Mr. Macfarlane) did, be-
causehecvidently considered that the squat-
ters would only pay on the 10s. per square
mile of the country for which he paid rent.
As he (Mr. Macfarlane) read it, the squatter
paid, not only on his rent, but he also paid
an assessment on the value of his improve-
ments. If the hon. gentleman would look
at the 57th clause, he would find it provided
that any person occupying Crown lands for
pastoral purposes only should be rated an
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amount not exceeding 8 per cent. of the
annual rent thereof, with the proviso that
it should not extend to buildings or other
improvements on such lands. He knew
a great many stations out west that
would, under that law, have a very heavy
assessment to pay. The hon. gentleman
also talked as though the railway was
going to be carried to every pastoral
tenant’s door; but what were the facts?
Take the Central line, which at present
went 170 miles into the interior. If the pro-
gramme of the Government was carried
out the line would extend to Barcaldine
Downs, where the good country would be
reached. But if this District Bill was
carried the pastoral tenants would be taxed
to pay a vast amount for roads into that
terminus. Hon.members talked as though
the pastoral tenant got the railway for
nothing, whereas he had to pay carriage at
a very high rate for everything he sent.
Instead of the railways being a dead bur-
den to the country, as was represented, the
returns showed that the line through pas-
toral country paid not only working ex-
penses, but 23 per cent. interest on the cost
of construction. It was also a well-known
fact that the longer the line the less per-
centage the working expenses. Granting
that for the next generation those lands
were only occupied by sheep and cattle,
there was 1o doubt that long before
the railway reached good country, not
only the working expenses, but the
whole of the interest would be paid by
receipts. They were told that the Provi-
sional Boards Bill would be an unbearable
burden on the agriculturalist ;—if it were
50 he would be very sorry to support it.
Sueh, however, would not be found to be the
case. Everyone who had travelled in the
country knew the great waste that wenton
under the present system of making roads
and bridges. In the Central distriet the
general inspector had a district 600 miles
in length by 300 in width to look after,
and it was impossible he could aftend
properly to such an enormous district.
Consequently, money did not go the length
it oughttogo. Underapropersystemoflocal
government £3 would be made to go as far
as £5 went now. Anotheradvantage would
be that not only would the works be super-
vised by men who, knowing they had to pay
part of the cost, would see them properly
carried out, but the work would be
done by men residing in the district. He
did not believe that any hon. member
on the Government side expected to
see close agricultural settlement in the
‘West — such an expectation would be
perfectly futile. DBut there could be a
close seftlement with sheep, and that
would certainly be not only of advantage
to the distriet, but highly in the interests of
the towns and districts around them. Every
person conversant with the country knew
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that it was not available until a vast expen-
diture had been made upon it. INot one
station in twenty paid, but the occupiers ex-
pected to be reimbursed by future profits
for their expenditure. The money invested
was laid out in labour, carriage, and in the
purchase of stores, wire, and other fencing
materials. That expenditure was therefore
a benefit to the people living in the towns
and those who found a market in the
towns. This Ministry were met in the face
with an enormous deficit of £220,000, and
how were they to meetit? The Opposition
said—more taxation; but that would dono
good now that improvements in the colony
were cut down to the lowest possible dimen-
sions. Five per cent. added to the Customs
duties would not tend to help matters.
The course pursued of departmental re-
trenchment was a wise one; and the
Minister for Lands had very eclearly
shown that, if the KEstimates for the
coming year had been like those of

-the last year, the fact would have been

tantamount to a very large reduction. It
was known how expenditure had been
growing year by year by leaps and bounds,
and great thanks were due to the Govern-
ment if they could keep the Estimates
down to what they were last year. He
heartily approved of the policy about the
workshops, and hoped the reforms would
be carried out, and the workshops kept
entirely for repairs, all other work being
carried out by contract. “There were quite
enough men in the employment of the
Government without adding to them ; and
the present enormous number was likely to
be a very great danger to the country. If
the service were allowed to go on inereasing
for the next two, three, or four years, no
Ministry would be able to touch it. Now
the commencement had been made, he
hoped the example would be followed, and
he should be very glad to give his assist-
ance to it.  In speaking of reduction of
railway receipts, the hon. the leader of the
Government was evidently at a loss how to
account for the falling off. The explanation
of the Colonial Treasurer was very clear on
that point. On the trunk lines, which were
chiefly occupied with carrying pastoral
produce, a reduction had taken place in the
number of the sheep in the coast and
intermediate distriet which was very great
indeed. The table showed very clearly
where the reduction had been. In the
Burnett district—which if not a coast dis-
trict was nearly so—the number of sheep
in 1874 was 364,000, against 208,000 this
year; in the Darling Downs, in 1874,
2,544,000, against 1,407,000 this year. That
meant the withdrawal from the railway of
the carriage of the wool of 1,100,000 sheep
and of the necessary stores to the sta-
tions. In the Leichhardt district, which
he had the honour to represent, there
was a very large decrease indeed. In
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1875 the number of sheep was 1,696,000;

this year, he was sorry to say, there were
only 810,000 ; but he did not despair of the
districts of Darling Downs and Leichhardt,
believing that under proper conditions they
might recover, not only their old prosperity,
but a great dealmore. In the Leichhardt
district the cause of the great reduction
was very apparent ;—both the Springsure
and Peak Downs districts were a large
oasis, surrounded by scrubs, and inter-
sected by serubs, and from these came a
very great increase of marsupials which
devastated the country. Under a proper
system this pest could be exterminated,
and far more sheep than there were ever
depastured on these districts could be kept
on them ; but to do that a better tenure—
which was a very unpopular thing to advo-
cate in that House—should be given. The
runholders merely asked, and the many
liberal-minded settlers in the district agreed
that the request was fair, that a better tenure
should be given over part of the runs, so that
the lessees might safely put up proper fences
and take proper means for the extermina-
tion of marsupials, and the rest of the runs
could be thrown open to free selection.
The leader of the Opposition sneered at the
idea of making the trunk railways lead to
a large revenue, but he believed it would
have that effect: anything which added to
the prosperity of their towns would cer-
tainly inerease the radius of selected and
purchased land outside. " He was astonished
that the hon. member for North Brisbane,
who was always talking as if he were
the champion of the freeselector, had
not noticed a clause in his Local Go-
vernment Act, last year, which was any-
thing but fair to the freeselector. If he
(Mr. Macfarlane) read it aright, a selector
who had paid five or ten shillings per acre
for his land might be assessed at any value;
the value of his land might be put up to
five or ten pounds per acre, but under the
District Roads Bill the amount was limited
to the value at the time of selection. As
he had merely risen to correct an error
into which the hon. gentleman had fallen,
and not to eriticise the Financial State-
ment, he would now conclude his speech.
Mr. Macray (whose opening remarks
were inaudible) said that while he could
compliment the Colonial Treasurer upon
the plain, straightforward manner in which
he had indicated his ideas in his Financial
Speech, he could not refrain from observing
that the speech itself was quite illogical,
one part contradicting another in almost
every other column. The hon. gentleman
in writing out the speech evidently did not
weigh the effecl of his sentences, or com-
pare the figures of the speech with the Esti-
mates placed in the hands of hon. members.
The designs and policy of the Government
and the Premier were, however, plain, if
one would take the trouble to look a little
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underneath the crust. The speech plainly
meant that the whole policy of the Gov-
ernment was to get up a gigantic system of
railways into the western interior, and
everything else proposed by them was to
converge to that point. There was an en-
larged sop or blind, after the kind offered
to the electors of Fortitude Valley ;—but
the dredge contract was generaily admitted
to be desirable; in this ease he could not
say that the sop held out was desirable, for
it simply amounted to this—that the pro-
gramme laid down by the Government
would complete the destructive process
commenced some years ago, when the
country was tied by the neck by being
committed to the construection of an enor-
mous extent of railways, which ecould
not and would mnot prove reproductive
during the lifetime of the present genera-
tion, and were the cause of the present de-
pression, By the policy now enunciated,
1t was proposed to tie the country by the
heels, by raising another three-million loan
to extend an error whiech had already
proved injurious all over the colony; and
the effect would be that the colony would
be sunk beyond recovery. The sop og
£300,000 for branch railways was alto-
gether too thin not to be seen through, and
he did not think any man had a doubt as
to what it meant, especially when it was
known how many surveys had been
effected and how many districts were look-
ing forward to branch lines. It was stated
in the speech that the Darling Downs was
a likely district to attempt the experi-
ment ; but the sop was too transparent, and
the country would see as clearly through it
as the electors of Fortitude Valley did
through the promises held out to them.
The House had been told by the
hon. Colonial Treasurer that one reason
why our railways did ‘not pay was
because the tariff was too.low; but if
hon. members were to ask any man who
had used them, the reply they would get
would be that the rates weretoohigh., He
expected that the Colonial Treasurer would
have brought in a system which would have
reduced the cost of railroad making one-
third, and had he done that he (Mr.
Mackay) would have been found sitting at
his back ; but during the time the Govern-
ment had been in office they had utterly
failed to introduce any improvement what-
ever in our railway system, either as
regards the construction of railways or
the cost of working them; and in the
whole policy laid down by the Govern-
ment since taking office not a tittle of
statesmanship had been shown. Whathad
their policy meant but to take and seatter
to the four winds the efforts already made
by the colony to progress? Any ass could
scatter, but it took a good statesman to
gather ; and it was expected of the Premier
that he would step out, like a good Cameron
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man, he -might say, and bring the colony”

out of the difficulty into which it had got.
The Premier had a powerful majority
at his back, as he (Mr. Mackay) had
an illustration the other evening, and
thought it would carry him through
everything. The action of the Govern-
ment had paralysed the country;—when
men did not know which way to turn;
when working men did not know when
they would be discharged ; when Civil Ser-
vants did not know when they would be
ousted, and business men did not know
what to do, it was not the time to bring
in further reductions; but it could be
safely asserted that, although the Govern-
ment had a majority at their back at the
present time, if they were to appeal to the
country on the policy now propounded
they would not come back with the ma-
jority. He would now run through the
Premier’s Financial Speech and comment
upon it. He agreed with the first sentence
that 1t was their duty to carefully investi-
gate the causes of their straitened cir-
cumstances, to distinguish those for which
they were responsible from those over
which they had no control. In the
next sentence the hon. gentlemen said
that the lesson adversity had so roughly
taught them during the last two years
should make them more cautious for
the future—and especially cautious he (Mr.
Mackay) would add, before committing
themselves to a loan of three millions
which could not bring in any return to the
present generation. Then the Premier said
the late Treasurer estimated the revenue
at £1,694,500, and added that in eight of
the items there would be a decrease, one
of which was the Southern and Western
Railway, the receipts from which would be
£40,000 short. The next was a telling
sentence—

“ Few persons acquainted with the condition
of the colony endorsed the sanguine anticipa-
tions of the late Treasurer when he made his
last estimate ;—it was, in fact, generally con-
ceded to be an over-estimate ; and the effect
of the great falling off then apparent in our
exports has shown itself in the diminished
amount of import duties since collected.”

He was sure the Premier was in earnest
when he wrote that, and believed that to
represent the state of the colony. In the
depressed state of the colony the country
expected a bold, manly action from the
Government ; but what had happened from
the time of the scattering of the Ipswich
men to the present? One shot followed
another, until the country was more
demoralised than ever it was;—the pro-
posed three-million loan would not
bring it back to the condition it was six
months ago—would not remedy the mis-
chief caused by the Government, and would
not restore the sound pluck of the people.
He was glad to see the sugar industry
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mentioned. This was the first time hehad
ever seen it in a Treasurer’s Statement,
and he believed it was very unlikely there
would be any falling off this year; on the
contrary, if the frost kept off there would
be a decided increase. The next item the
hon. gentleman referred to was gold-
fields—

“Qur principal quartz goldfields have kept
up their character. The general decrease m the
yield is due to the exodus of Chinese and the
exhaustion of our richer alluvial deposits.” .

He must own that this sentence puzzled
him a great deal, and unless the Treasurer
was indulging in a lamentation because
the Chinese were leaving the colony he did
not know what to make of it. As for the
Chinese, from his knowledge of them, he
did not think they were of any special
benefit to the colony to induce them to
lament over their absence, and he would be
glad to get rid of them. The next para-
graph was about as complete a piece of
political bunkum as ever he heard in his
life—

“ The decline in our land revenue is attri-
butable to other potent influences. The pur-
chasing power of the colony has been much
limited by unpropitious seasons, the effects of
which we should naturally expect to see mani-
fested in the land revenue, especially in regard
to lands sold at auction. I am justified in
assuming that, in making his last year’s esti-
mate, my predecessor gave every counsideration
to this influence on revenue. We must there-
fore look deeper for the reasons which have so
falsified that estimate, and so materially les-
sened the returns realised from land on Conso-
lidated Rev.nue account.”

‘Why did not the Treasurer state frankly,
without all this rigmarole and clap-trap,
that the selectors had paid up a greab
deal better than was expected? —he be-
licved that was the plain translation of
it. 'With regard to their having to come
down to the House begging, he was sorry
to see another class of the community, for
whom he had high esteem previously,
doing something of the same kind. Of all
the miserable, beggarly arguments ever he
heard in his life it was during the course
of the debate on the Travelling Sheep
Bill, the other night. He had heard hon.
gentlemen standing up in that House, ask-
ing for small votes for roads, sneered at
and treated as roughly as they very well
could be without using unparliamentary
language ; but of all the beggarly, hungry,
miserable arguments ever he heard itwas on
that Sheep Bill, and amongst the gentlemen
most interested in it. As a matter of
curiosity, he had kept a record of the
debate for his own edification, and for
reference as occasion might require. If

. anything could shake his confidence in the

squatting interest in this colony and lead
him to the belief that it was a huge failure,
it was the miserable pleading of those
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gentlemen. They were not satisfied with
getting the grass at u half-penny an acre;
but they could not afford to pay twopence
per hundred on sheep travelling for grass.
One proposed that a penny was enough; and
that was thought very good, until another
suggested that the roads should be a mile
wide—and the whole party agreed that
that was the best ideayet. The thought that
occurred to his mind was, that they
gshould throw the whole of that country
open for these poor gentlemen, and make
roads twenty miles, so that they should
have plenty of grass. Perhaps then
they would ask the Government to fence
them in, stump and elear them, and plant
them with good grasses, after refusing to
ive the Board of Inquiry a paltry sum to
show which really were good grasses. His
estimate of the farming classes had gone up
tremendously sinceie had beeninthe House.
He thought, not only were they a tho-
roughly manly body, but they were also
better off than others who some were
inclined to look upon as the magnates and
lords of the soil—the aristocracy of Queens-
land. He was beginning to think that the
dukes and marquises of the colony were
not such great dignitaries as they were
supposed to be, and that if the farming
classes only continued to go on in the
direction they were going they would soon
take the lead in the eolony. One hon.
member who made himself pretty lively at
times—he (Mr. Mackay) did not know
what sheep station he represented, or how
many “muttons” he had got, but this much
he did know-—that there was no mistake
about the quantity of mutton he had got
in his head. This hon. gentleman stated
that as long as he got enough grass for his
cattle he did not care a button for the
sheep men. That was about the meaning
of it. The next sentence in the statement
—and it was a truthful sentence—read—

“We have never really yet been able to spare
from our land revenue any sum for railway
construetion, because the entire amount has
been wanted and used for payment of interest
on our loans.”

And this was the country they were now
asked to vote £1,500,000 sterling—and no
doubt it would take another £1,000,000—
to send railways into, although the Trea-
surer told them that one reason why they
had not been able to get along was because
our railways had been such a tremendous
burden upon the country. Absurdity, he
did not think, could go much further. The
next paragraph read—

“ One of the most discouraging decreases of
public revenue is seen in the receipts from the
Southern and Western Railway, which will be
£40,000 short of the estimate, and £5,717
short of the actual receipts of the previous
year ; and this notwithstanding an additional
length of 57 miles of line recently opened to
public traffic.”
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Just imagine that! Fifty-seven miles of
additional line had been opened for traffic,
the whole of which was towards the sheep
country, and yet they were told that that
fifty miles had added something like
£40,000 to the deficit, and they were asked
to make further additions to railways of
that kind. He for one could not see it.

“The same cause which injuriously affected
our Customs duties also affected our railway
traffie—namely, the contracted yield of mineral,
agricultural, and pastoral products.”

‘Well, there were no mineral or agri-
cultural products on that fifty milés of
line; and, if there had been, there would
not have been such a great loss. One
noticeable thing in connection with our rail-
ways was, that they did not pay until they
came down near the maligned townships,
and parts of the country where seftlers
were located.  The line between Brisbane
and Ipswich paid very well, considering
the fearful load of expenditure it had to
bear; the line from Brisbane to Too-
woomba paid reasonably well; but directly
they got beyond that, to the squatting side
of the country, it did not pay at all. ~ The
Treasurer went on to say—

“ But notwithstanding this, the additional
mileage of line should have counterbalanced the
loss from diminished traffic. It has not done
80, however, and one cause of unprogressiveness
stands out prominently. Railway extension, to
be successful, should stimulate settlement. Has,
then, the settlement which we had a reason to
expect been induced by the extension of the
Southern and Western Railway ?”

The answer was an emphatic “No.” He
(Mr. Mackay) entirely agreed with that,
and it made one wonder when they heard
gentlemen debating about this ‘Western
country, how they could forget what had
happened on the Darling Downs. After
all these years’ experience, what had rail-
ways done for settlement on the Darling
Downs—ocountry as good, to all aceounts,
as the other? What did the gentlemen
who owned the vast estates on the Darling
Downs contribute to the railways? And
how was it that these estates were not
turned into farms? They heard the Trea-
surer state to-night that if the lands in the
‘Western Railway Reserve had not been
sold they would now be settled with farm-
ing communities and their produce would
have increased the traffic on the line; but
how was it that the lands on the Darling
Downs had not been turned into farms by
this time? Tet them have this matter
settled before they followed a system
that had been notoriously a failure
from beginning to end-—the ecarrying
of railways through the pastoral coun-
try. The Treasurer told them, also,
* capitalists had been cramped in their
operations by the bleeding process they had
; undergone;” but he contended that if any
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one had been cramped it was the settlers
throughout the country who had to pay
the penalty.

“No doubt, however, these huge estates, having
been purchased by influential corporations and
wealthy persons, will be improved when their
owners have been allowed time to acguire fresh
capital, and this will ultimately have the effect
of bringing additional traffic on the line.”

Now, the hon. the Treasurer was a shrewd
sensible man, and he would ask him—why
had no improvements been made upon the
huge estates on the Darling Downs, such as
FEton Vale, Westbrook, and Clifton ?—what
reason was there to justify them in spend-
ing further heavy sums in carrying railways
into pastoral country when they could see
close at their doors railways that had been
alongside large pastoral estates and so little
improvementgoing onin thoseestates? They
heard a good deal about capital, but it struek
him that the same had happened in Queens-
land that had happened in Scotland and
Treland and other parts of the world—that
directly men made capital from sheep
they would go to England to spend it.
How much did the revenue of this colony
benefit by sheep squatters ? Certainly not a
sufficient modicum to justify them in
indulging in more railways to bring in
more sheep country. There was nothing to
justify anything of the kind. The next
paragraph in the Treasurer’s Statement
was sarcastic, and he would call the atten-
tion of the House to it—

“So much for the revenue of the colohy.
Let us now examine the expenditure, I doubt
if there is any country in the world in which
the Central Government undertakes and per-
forms so many and so varied duties as lhere.
Just glance, sir, down the headings of the
Extimates of public expenditure placed before
you, and you will find sufficient evidence of its
multifarious functions.

«The Government has provided, free of cost,
passages from Europe to our shores for 106,000
people—more than one-half the present popu-
lation of the colony ; it subsidises our charitable
institutions on a scale of liberality rarely
equalled in older countries; it drills, clothes,
and pays the Volunteers—"

Then eame a sore point, that they would
hear of again before long he (Mr. Mackay)
was afraid—

“it bears the entire cost of the education of the
young.”

He was astonished to hear that from the
Colonial Treasurer, of all men. Onec of
the chief boasts of that hon. gentleman’s
own country, tcotland, was its excellent
system of national education ; and Queens-

land ought to be proud of a system of

education which was likely to have similar

beneficial effects, for our system, like that

of Scotland, was specially caleulated to
1879—2 a
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turn out an educated people ; and it ought
not to be snecred at. The sentence pro-
ceeded —

“It maintains reserves and parks for public
recreation in the principal towns of the colony ;
it provides roads and bridges everywhere.”

But the Government were not going to
provide roads and bridges any longer,
and the unfortunates who required them
would have to make them for themselves.
Governments seemed to constantly forget
that it was they who were the sellers of
the land. Were he the owner of a large
estate, and intended to sell it in selections,
he would put it into the best shape possible
in erder to induce buyers to purchase and
to prosper. Those who bought land from
the Government had no other resource to
look to for improvements in their means of
communication ; and he never could under-
stand why, after the contract was made,
those people should be constantly taunted
about their roads and bridges. It wasa
great mistake, and the country would never
prosper until this bugbear was put out of
the way, and good roads and bridges were
maintained. The sentence went on to
say—

“Tt supplies railway communication to some
distriets at a price which does not pay the work-
ing expenses of the lines.”

That brought lim back to the point he
started from. Why had not this Govern-
ment, beyond any of their predecessors,
done something to adjust this matter of
railway communication, inducihg more
tratic along the lines? The tariff was not
too low, as the Colonial Treasurer stated ;
on the contrary, it was so high as to prevent
that communication there ought to be. The
paragraph ended with these words—

“ And it even relieves the Queenslander of one
molety of the cost of killing his own mar-
supials.” .

On first reading that sentence he thought
there was deep joke in it somewhere, and
after turning it about in all directions he
had come to the conclusion that it was one
of those specimens of Secotch “wut”
generally supposed to be so difficult to
understand, and, when wunderstood, so
very wide of the mark. The marsupials
did not belong to the people of the colony ;
if they belonged to anybody they belonged
to the Government. The speech then re-
ferred to the proposed tax on property. In
his opinion, land was the proper basis of
taxation. Why should a man who made
improvements be taxed more than one who
did not? It had been a great curse to this
colony, allowing men to take up land in
large blocks and hold it until other people
improved it for them, and benefited them
while the process was going on. It would
have been better for all parties if there had
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been a tax on land from the very first day
it was alienated from the Crown. The
next sentence was one which no doubt ap-
plied to the “lower orders”—

“While the working man is free to carry his
labour to the best market, taxation solely for
the improvement of property should not be
allowed to encroach upon his means.”

They must be tramps who were here refer-
red to, for respectable mechanics and
artisans had homes of their own. We
pitied the poor fellows who carried their
swags about the country. A good deal
had been said about the squatter and the
farmer, and it had been asserted that the
squatter was the farmer’s best friend.
But they had only to look around to see
that the direct contrary of this was the
fact, and that wherever the farmer came
into connection with the squatter the farmer
went to the wall. They were then told
that suitable endowments would be made
to local bodies; and it had been said that
a number of etceteras were to be given to
certain of those local bodies which would
not fall to the lot of others. If it was in-
tended to favour those local bodies whose
representatives here sided with the Gov-
ernment, all he could say was that the
system would not work : it would not be
good for the Government, and he would be
the last man to think that the Colonial
Treasurer and the Minister for Works
would ° countenance such a plan, and
although rumours to that effect were rife
he did not believe a word of them. Fur-
ther on, the Colonial Treasurer said—

“ Most of the Government departments are
over-manned, yet it would be a task, as I have
been taught by experience, far beyond the
strength of any Mimsiry to suddenly reduce all
the official establishments.”

That was certainly not the case with re-
gard to the Ipswich workshops. He knew
a good deal more about that aiiair than had
been told the House, and some day he
might feel inclined to tell the whole story.
He was sorry the Government had not
taken his advice about giving the super-
intendents longer time, so that they
might reduce their staffs as they would
in any ordinary large business establish-
ment. Neither did it seem a particularly
difficulttask toreduce the ninety-five police-
men. The Premier had informed them that
the inerease in the Railway and Postmaster-
Greneral’s Department was necessitated by
the extended lines and services, but would
be at least partially recouped by increased
returns for works performed. Previously
in the Speech the I'remier had stated over
and over again that the greatest losses had
been incurred where new works were con-
cerned ; and yet they were told, here, that
larger profits were expected from those
very places, and he failed to see how the
two statements could be reeconciled, Re-
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ferring, again, to the police dismissals, it
was strange that no reductions had been
made in the native police. White men
could do their work equally as well, and
he did not think it creditable that in this
nineteenth century Queensland should em-
ploy men who were notoriously savages to
do 1its police work. Then the Premier gave
his “melancholy example ”—

“In my own department, for instance, a
Customs officer was appointed three years ago
to a place where he has never had the oppor-
tunity of collecting Customs revenue, and where
his departmental head does not consider his
presence has prevented Customs frands ; yet his
removal, now, would necessitate the abandon-
ment of a considerable amount of Government
property provided for his convenience, while it
would also discommode the public through cer-
tain small official duties having been thrust
upon him to his discharge of which the resi-
dents have now become accustomed.”

This official who had been discharged seemed
to be a useful, eivil, and obliging man—and
civility was not a too abundant quality in
the Government service ; and he was some-
what surprised that the Premier should
have made a ‘melancholy example” of a
servant because he happened to be civil.
Time would not permit him to analyse the
Speech thoroughly, but he would just refer
to another item or two in it. The Colonial
Treasurer had told them, what they were
all very sorry to hear, that the decrease in
the number of sheep had been something
fearful, but he failed to see that that was
an argument why they should be induced
to spend vast sums on extending railways
into still more distant sheep country. The
next sentence read—

“But pastoral occupation with sheep bas
been pushed further west through wvarious
causes, and it is satisfactory to know that the
westerly advance of our railways will soon
enable them to recover the traffic which they
have temporarily lost.”

A statement had been made by the hon.
member for Leichhardt which seemed to
him (Mr. Mackay) to show that fully two-
thirds of the sheep sent down were con-
sumed by the people in the colony. Was,
then, the country justified in making
bhundreds of lines of railroads to bring
down the sheep for the consumption of the
people of the colony? The thing seemed
utterly absurd. Nextthey came to another
item, and it was at a part where he had
expected to see some statesmanship dis-
played—

“Instead of cutting down the expense of
Government and curtailing the costly estab-
lishments, which involved an outlay quite out
of proportion to the available resources and
population of the colony, it would have been a
much easier and less invidious task to allow the
expenditure to proceed on the same scale as
hefore, and to propose additional taxation.
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No easier method of augmenting revenue sug-
gests itself to a Treasurer than to increase the
Customs duties.”

Their Colonial Treasurer had found out
‘a much easier method, for he came down
to the House and asked it to grant him a
loan of three millions. In the Colonial
Secretary’s Department he observed a de-
crease of £31,000, which, with the other
departmental diminutions, totted up to
£163,000, and that £130,000 of the money
came out of the roads, bridges, and men
knocked off Railway Works. But for
the latter there did not seem quite so much
reason on the part of Government as they
had beentold about. Thefollowing, from the
Bundaberg paper, would say something
about that in referring to the construction
of the Bundaberg railway—

“ Grovernment has quite a staff here in full pay
already, and this, be it remembered, on a 44-
mile railway line being built by contract.
There is a resident inspecting engineer, a draft-
ing clerk, and two Gtovernment inspectors, who
travel up and down the line wherever work is
proceeding. What with the contractors’ staff
of engineers, inspectors, overseers, and those of
the Government, the line is thick with them.”

Now, the Colonial Treasurer had stated
that Queensland was the most heavily
taxed colony in Australia. If it was, what
had been done by the Government to pre-
ventit? It certainly wasnot a good plan to
hunt so many people out of the country as
they had, for since the present Government
came into office between three and four
hundred carpenters had left the colony.
These were the men who were the real
taxpayers, and the very stamp of men that
the Colonial Treasurer anticipated deriving
his revenue from. The Colonial Treasurer
then went on to say—

“ After what has been already stated, the
Committee will not be surprised to see that
the largest item in the proposed Loan Estimate
is that of £1,500,000 for the extension of our
railways into the western interior. This sum
provides for extensions to the extent of 500
miles at £3,000 per mile.”

The House, before it gave a single penny of
this money, should have full details before
it—the engineer’s plans and estimates, and
everything to be obtained about this line.
It was, to his mind, the same story which
had been brought before the House over
and over again any time during the past
sixteen years, when Government eried,
“QOh! give us the money, and we will
make cheap railways.” What justification
was there for a Government to say, as ap-
peared a little further on in the Statement,
that they would be able to avoid additional
taxation by means of these extensions,
when there was no improvement shown to
justify it. To give £1,500,000 for railway
extensions to be constructed at £3,000
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a-mile where they could see no profitable
result was out of the question, and although
the engineers deserved credit for their re-
duction in the price per mile and in the
working expenses, that was no reason why
they should commit themselves to a heavy
expenditure of which they could not see
the end. The statement said that £3,000 a-
mile for the further extension westward of
the lines would be sufficient. For the last
eight or nine years he had been in
such a position that he was well ac-
quainted with gentlemen resident out in
the West, and he (Mr. Mackay) could say
he never believed it was the country for
settlement that had been elaimed for it.
There was, it was true, a rich soil and rich
grasses; but if, on the other side, hon.
members had investigated with the Board
of Inquiry into the diseases in plants and
animals, and which had taken considerable
trouble to investigate the grasses growing
in the West, they would have seen that
the grasses were of the kinds that did not
get better but worse by grazing.

The PrEMIER : Hinc ille lackhrime.

Mr. Macray continued that he had
nothing against the fattening properties of
the grasses. But what did they read in
the Courier that morning from a gentle-
man who was thoroughly well able to
speak on the subjeect, and who plainly
showed that it was absurd to come and
tell them that people could go and settle in
a climate such as that. Having a good
climate on the coast, as well suited for pur-
poses of settlement as the interior, they
did not need to go into the wilds of
Queensland for farming country. Let him
remind the hon. the Premier of what had
happened in the Highlands of Scotland
during this century, when the farmers—
the blood and sinew of the country—had
been hunted out and had gone to Canada,
their farms being next tenanted by sheep;
and a similar thing had occurred in Ire-
land. The experience they had since
gained had led them to banish sheep out
of the country, and the men were again
taking their places as before. It could be
no justification, therefore, to the House to
suggest that railways to the interior would
add to the development of sheep farming.
It would be one of the greatest mistakes
the country ever made, if they were led
into the expenditure of hundreds of thou-
sands of pounds for such a purpose.
There was no instance of such a railway in
Scotland, Ireland, America, or Canada,
and but one in Australia, where the line
was made by private enterprise to a
pastoral district. If railways were to pay
at all they must be constructed in the
agricultural districts, and therefore he was
surprised that Government had not come
down with a proposal to construct suit-
able railways in the districts where the
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people were to be found. In the latter
part of the Treasurer’s Speech he said—

“ Five hundred miles added to onr then main

lines will carry each of them into the richest
of our country, of value sufficient to tempt
capitalists to undertake our future railway-
making on the basis of land grants.”
It was s dwrect insult to put such a state-
ment as that before the capitalists they
expected to be attracted here from the old
country. Did the Treasurer say that were
this country ever so good it would justify
them in making railways? Suppose such
a thing were possible, that the whole of the
500 miles were constructed out to this
western country, and that any company
then came and gathered up the traflic, the
whole of the money which Government
received would be wanted to pay the
charges out in the West. There was
plenty of capital in England for invest-
ment, and that being so he was glad to
observe that the Colonial Treasurer had
made one suggestion he concurred in—that
there might be a system -of guarantee. If
the Treasurer did propose that, he would
have him (Mr. Mackay) with him.

The Prmmisr: I never proposed any
thing of the sort.

Mr. Mackay said that he had received
letters from firms in the old country asking
for particulars of a railway with which his
(Mr. Mackay’s) name had- been mixed up
—the South Brisbane line—and wishing to
know if it would be guaranteed by Gov-
ernment, on the plans of their own engi-
neer, to pay 4 per cent. on the capital.
There would be plenty of capital forth-
coming if the Parliament were to gua-
rantee even a small percentage, and he
desired to see the system introduced. Be-
.fore he concluded he desired — feeling
compelled against his will—to make a
personal reference : he wished it clearly to
be understood that he represented one of
the wealthiest, most numerously populated,
and, he might add, best abused of
the electorates of the colony, and that
being so he had a right to speak on
behalf of that electorate. Had it not
been for political spleen, something more
like justice would have been done to that
eleetorate before this. He did not stand
before them a hard-up man. He had
heavy interests in the colony. It was true
he might not cut a great figure in public;
he did not keep a carriage and drive about,
but he could keep his fect all the time, and
there were none of his bills going about.
He belonged to the class of workers in the
colony—to the class of men who worked
hard and paid their way. He had heard,
since he had been in the House, a good
deal about mechanics. He was a mechanie
himself, and was proud of it. He well
recollected when he earned his 12s. a day,
and now he might sign a cheque with some
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of them on the other side of the House
who pretended to be great magnates.
“everal times he had been very glad to
avail himself of being a mechanie, and had
found it a very useful thing to be one.
He had worked at the Government Print-
ing Office, and he could tell them that
when he left he did so with an assurance
that he could come back whenever he liked.
He had since earned as many pounds a-day
as he then ecarned shillings, and was
equally pleased, as was natural. However,
that was not the question. He could say
that there were many constituencies which
were not getting their due share of expen-
diture ; and he contended that it was the
first duty of every hon. member of that
House to look to those portions of the
colony which were populated chiefly by the
settler classes. Let them have a central
railway to go, as engineers would say, to
some objective point—to either Clermont or
Springsure, or both ; let other lines go to
Roma, or to Charters Towers, and there
let them remain until they had shown
by the traffic on them that extensions were
justified. Their great object should be
to look to what was likely to be for the
prosperity of the whole colony, and
not merely study the interests of one
class. And, as regarded that class, the
pastoral tenants, he would tell them that
the very best market they could have for
their meat was Quecensland itself. The
member for Rockhampton made a very true
remark, when he said that squatters were
getting quite enough for their cattle at £5
a-head ; and he agreed with that hon.
member, that it was humbug to compare the
beef and mutton of this ecolony with that of
the mother-country. He had seen Aus-
tralian tinned beef and mutton opened at
home, and found it to be ragged-—all fibre,
in fact; but what otherwise could be ex-
pected when cattle were driven hundreds of
miles, over perhaps bad country, before
they were killed? If they wanted to pro-
mote the prosperity of all classes, they
must ook at their actual position and
act accordingly.  Our position was this——
that we had a certain amount of men and
money ; and it was their duty as members
to see that they did not streteh their efforts
too far—that what they did was for the
benefit of the populons parts of the
country. Tf that was done he was certain
it would be better both for those who re-
sided in the populous parts of the country,

~and for those whose interests were in the

more distant and sparsely-populated dis-
tricts.

Mr. WarsH said that of all the nonsense
that had ever fallen from thelips of anyhon.
member of that House he knew nothing
that had come up to that they had been
listening to from the hen, member who had
just sat down. They had heard the policy
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of the Government described in various
forms, and all he could say in regard fo
their railway policy was, that he trusted it
would proveto be more beneficial to the
colony than the visit of the hon. member to
Philadelphia had been. With reference to
the Financial Statement he looked upon it as
being the most explicit, and certainly the
most able, ever -delivered in that House.
Had the criticism of it been in the hands
of any other than the late Colonial Trea-
surer it would have met with severer treat-
ment than it had done, perhaps; but al-
though he had listened very attentively to
that hon. member’s comments upon it he
failed to see that many faults had been
found withit. It was the statement of a
Treasurer who evidently knew what he
had to deal with. They had been told
that they would have £1,000,000 less to
expend this year, owing to the falling
off in wool, tin, and copper; but they all
knew that in such things there was
a constant rise and fall of prices, and
that when things got to their worst they
were sure to mend, so that there was every
reason to hope for a better state of affairs
in regard to those products. The lon.
member for South Brisbane had told them
that the best markes for their beef and
mutton was to be found in Qucensland;
but that was mnot his (Mr. Walsh's)
opinion, as he could not understand why,
with Singapore, with its six or seven
steamers coming in and going out daily,
so near to us, we could not find a market
there, not for tinned meats such as had
been sent to England, but for our cattle.
He thought too much attention had been
paid to supplying the people of kngland
with fresh meat, although that might be
done some day; and that there was no
reason why we could not cxport salt
beef to the Cape, for instance. He didnot
view the matter as a squatter, but as
a business man, as anything which in-
creased the trade of the colony must tend
to promote its general prosperity. He had
entered that House prepared to support the
present Government, when in Opposition,
on the policy they had enunciated, and he
was glad to find that now they were in
power they were determined to give effcet
to that policy. He quite agreed with the
late Treasurer that some limit should be
placed to the cost of our railways—that it
should belessthan hitherto ; and hehad been
glad to find that a contract on the Central
Railway had beenlet at less than £2,000 a-
mile. There were, unfortunately for the
colony, two wretehed railways which would
never pay—namely, the Bundaberg and
Mount Perry, and the Maryborough and
Gympielines. o far from benefiting the peo-
ple of Maryborough, he believed that sinee
the formation of those lines had commenced
two-thirds of the business men had gone
insolvent. He thought that rail vays should
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only be constructed where there was proof
that they would pay interest on the cost of
construction, and if the hon. member for
South Brisbane could prove that his
favourite line there would do that, and be
for the benefit of the settlers, he would
supportit. There was one pointin connec-
tion with trunk railways, which was this:
that in this colony we had no navigable
rivers into the interior, and that if ever we
want to settle the country we must have
railways. For some time the Western
railway passed over only what was wret-
ched bad country, but now it was get-
ting on to the good land, and the same
would be the case with the Central line.
At the same time, he thought that the
large runs could be very profitably cut up
into smaller estates, as the country was so
richly grassed as to permit of that being
done with advantage. For instance, one
gentleman, Mr. Tyson, had 200 miles water

 frontage on the Warrego, which could be

far more advantageously used by having a
large population settled on it. In econ-
nection with railways was the question of
land laws, and he must say for his own
part that he should be glad to see the day
when the land question was not made a
party question, but both sides would join
m making a good Bill, which they certainly
had not at present. He thought, for in-
stanee, that a better tenure should be
given to pastoral tenants, so that they
might be induced to invest their capital.
The hon. Colonial Treasurer had in his
speech gone in for retrenchment, and from
his (Mr. Walsh’s) opinion it was necessary,
as he knew places where far more Civil Ser-
vants were employed than was really neces-
sary. Withregard to the dismissals fromthe
Ipswich workshops, he looked upon Ips-
wich as having been the curse of the
country ever since its foundation, and he
hoped the workshops would be brought
down to the metropolis, where they ought
to be. It was unjust to the oeity,
and a thing unheard of, that materials
should be landed here from KEngland
and then carried twenty-five miles to
Ipswich. The poor man’s cry had been
very uscful to some, but no man wasa
greater enemy to the poor man than those
who raised the ery. It was an insultto
the working classes, who were quite able to
find employment, and did not want to be
kept as paupers. As to the police force,
it any reduction was made it should be in
the native police force. In his district the
blacks were now just as bad as ever they
were, and he maintained that people ought
to protect themselves. Only two days agoa
telegram had been received, stating that
two horses belonging to the Government,
and costing £35, had Dbeen sprared
and eaten by the blacks wilhin seven
miles from Port Douglas. He was
very much pleased “to hear that the
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lLorses belonged to the Government, as if
was better so than that they should belong
to a poor carrier. He had known carriers
to have their whole team taken, speared,
and eaten. The white police were a credit
to the colony and an improvement upon
the native police, for whom there was no
need. They were simply a_staff to polish
the boots of the inspector, keep his spurs
and stirrup-irons bright, and see that the
gold band on his cap was in thorough
repair. He thoroughly approved of the
action of the Government with regard to
the sale of runs. Though he should have
been glad to see competition from the other
colonies, it was well known in this case
that there would be no competition because
the tenure was too short, and there was no
inducement for outside people to inspect.
An instance had been velated to him as a
fact in which & man came to Bowen and
levied black-mail on two or three persons
by threatening to bid against them. Was
it desirable, in the interests of the colony
or in the interests of society, to allow
a number of such people to attend
the land sale in Brisbane and then levy
black-mail all round at the land sales
throughout the colony? They would,
if they allowed that, be encouraging a
class of swindlers who ought to be in gaol
instead of at large. A good deal had been
said in the debate about the falling off of
the revenue, but he considered that neither
the Colonial Treasurer nor the Colonial
Secretary had sufficient moral eourage to
tell one great reason why the revenue had
fallen off, or else they thought it would be
impolitie to do so. Through the miserable
action which had been taken in respeet to
the Cook distriet, there had been a loss to
the revenue of £30,000 to £40,000 for the
last year, as he eould prove by figures. It
was a fact that in 1874, when there was a
rush of Chinese to the Palmer district,
the hon. the Speaker, and the present
Minister for Works, knowing the danger
and hardships that would result, called the
attention of the House to the fact of the
Chinese having come. The Government,
however, did not interfere then, nor in
1875 ; but they interfered in 1876, when
there were 20,000 Chinamen on the field,
and all the places fit for Kuropeans to
work had been swamped by Chinese. They
had, in fact, to quote a proverb, *shut
the stable door after the horse was
stolen.” They allowed the Chinese to
come when they might have prevented
them, and they prevented them when
there was nothing left but Chinese digging.
Every right-thinking man protested while
the goldfields were good that it was wrong
1o allow the Chinese to come and reap the
profit of the work of the European. That
view was represented to the Government,
but nothing was done until 1876, when
action was taken. The result was that the
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Chinese had sirice been decreasing, until
there were now not more than 4,000 or
5,000; and the European population on the
alluvial goldfields had also been decreas-
ing. Commercial ruin had been brought
upon a large number of carriers, store-
keepers, and others, and the returns from
Cooktown, from £80,000 a year, had fallen
to something like £30,000 or £40,000. Had
the European population been in any way
benefited he would have been the last man
to object, but the Government had failed
to benefit a single Buropean, and were not
likely to benefit one. By shutting out the
means of working the goldfields they had
simply deprived the colony of its ordinary
revenue, which was now very much
needed; and the late Treasurer and the
present one knew it very well, but they were
afraid to face the subject. He had his
own opinion on the subject, and as long as
he sat in the House he should express his
views as clearly and explicitly as he could.
He meant to say that the action taken had
done harm in more ways than one. Had
the Chinese not comeon to the goldfield
in the early days a greater amount of
capital would have been taken out of the
alluvial fields, and that capital would have
been devoted to the development of the
very rich reefs that existed in the district.
He pointed this out to show that legisla-
tion, when it came, came too late, and at a
time when it was impolitic. The great
anti-Chinese storekeepers were mnow all
going insolvent, and wanted the Chinese
back. 'The goldfields were virtually aban-
doned and left to the Chinese, because the
average earnings of a Chinaman were 15s.
to 20s. a week, and, as every one knew, it
was impossible for a European to live in
that distriect unless he got £3, £4, or £5
worth of gold in the week. Hon. members
did not generally consider that there were
400 square miles in the Palmer district with
alluvial gold all overit, and rich reefs which
all the bad Acts that could be passed
would not prevent from being worked.
A death-blow had, however, been adminis-
tered to the white residents, from which
very few would recover. No hon. member
was less anti-Chinese than he was, but he
held that they were an inferior race whose
labour should be utilised by Kuropeans,
who should get the benefit. He would ask
any hon. member whether the lands on the
Johnson, Mossman, and Daintree Rivers—
the richest sugar lands in the world—were
to be utilised by white labour? No lands
in the colony were equal to those for rice,
coffee, tea, sugar, and all tropical products;
but white men eould not take up the coun-
try unless they got some labour to utilise
it.  They had virtually shut out of the
colony the class of labour which some day
or other they would have to admit. Sooner
or later, separate and distinet legislation
would have to be brought forward for that
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portion of the eolony. With reference to
the exports and revenue from Cooktown,
he found the results were as follows:—
The export of gold in 1874 was £492,660 ;
in 1875, £664,466; in 1876, £691,272; in
1877, £641,327 ; in 1878, £456,965 ; and up
to the 30th April in this year, £95,552.
‘With regard to the revenue, he would point
out that in the early days goods were re-
ceived duty paid from Brisbane, and there-
fore the amounts appeared smaller than
they otherwise would. The revenue de-
rived from Cooktown in 1874 was £22,951
16s. 7d.; in 1875 £49,524 10s.; in 1876
£67,273 9s.; in 1877 £83,567 6s. 10d.; in
1878, £56,015 7s. 3d.; and in 1879 up to
the 30th April, £14,201 5s. 5d. It had
been said of the late member for Cook that
he was always in favour of spending public
money in the Cook distriet. He (Mr.
‘Walsh) cdould assure the House that there
was no district had a better right to look
for such expenditure. Admitting all that
had already been spent a large balance still
remained to the eredit of the Cook distriet;
so that, when reasonable-votes to make good
roads to the goldfields came before the
House, they were entitled to, and would,
he felt sure, receive the support of hon.
members on both sides, especially as the
reaction for the better must come from the
Cook district. They had passed through
the worst ordeal, and for the future the
Cook would be the most important district
in the colony.

Mr. MacrartaNE (Ipswich) moved the
adjournment of the debate.

Question put and passed.

On the motion of the PrREMIER, the re-
sumption of the debate was made an
Order of the Day for to-morrow; and the
House adjourned at a-quarler to 11 o’clock.
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