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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Wednesday, 21 May, 1879. 

Adjournment of the Honse.-Estate of W. B. Tooth
vrivate Bill.-Petition.-AdjOtrrmnent of the House. 
-Supply-cOJilmittee. 

Thl' SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 
3 o'clock. 

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE. 

The Hon. G. THORN moved the ad
journment of the House, in order to have an 
opportunity of refuting the statements and 
insinuations of the honourable Minister for 
vVorks in his speech, last night. He recol
lected when he was in office and sat on thl> 
other side of the House that he had not 
given effect to the recommendation of the 
head of a department, and he had regretted it 

ever since ; but in this case he was accused 
of being connected with the taking of cer
tain contracts on the Southern and vV estern 
}{ail way-a subject on which the leader of 
the Opposition had given notice of motion 
for the production of all papers in connec
tion with the acceptance of those cont'l·acts. 
Re hoped the papers would be laid on the 
table shortly, for when honourable mem
bers had seen them he felt perfectly sure 
that, instead of his action being condemned 
as it had been, they would, when in posses
sion of the facts of the case, unhesitatingly 
commend what he· had done. In order 
that the House might really be made ac
quainted with what had taken place he 
would state the facts, and if the Minister 
for vVorks did not know them he would 
admit that there was no cause for condem
nation in what took place. Everything 
was fair and square and above board 
which had anything to do with the accept
ance of the contracts for sections 3 
and 4 of the Southern and Western 
liailway. vVhen those papers were pro
duced it would be seen that certain 
tenderers sent in tenders for those sections, 
and the tender of a certain firm received 
the recommendation-and a very strong 
recommen<lation it was-of the Engineer
in-Chief, that it should be accepted. Seeing 
that it was not the lowest tender he op
posed the recommendation of the Engineer
in-Chief for some time, it might' be a 
month, for he was anxious that the lowest 
tender should be accepted. It was not as 
if the tenders sent in were all from ten
dPrers in this colony: there were tendt>rs 
from other places, and one from Victoria. 
On inquiry it appeared that l\:Tr. Higgin
botham had condemned the lowest ten
derer, who had done work in Victoria, an<l 
this it was that caused the recommendation 
of another, not the lowest. He CM:r. Thorn) 
would not have been doing his duty 
to the country if he, after learning this, 
had pre~sed the lowest tender, nor would 
the Engineer-in-Chief have been justified 
in recommending it. He believed the 
name of the lowest tenderer was lYicNiel. 
However, the tenders of Messrs. McNiel 
and Bashford came before the Cabinet, 
and, after consideration, it was decided to 
call for fresh tenders ; and if he had not 
done this he would, as Minister for vVorks, 
have been guilty of a gross dereliction of 
duty. One case to which he might refer, 
in which he went against the permanent 
head of the department, was when he was 
in the Post Office, in regard to the ac
ceptance of the lowest tender for the 
construction of the telegraph line from 
Cooktown to Townsville. The lowest 
tender then was objected to by Mr. Crack
nell; but he (J\.Ir. Thorn), seeing that it was 
the lowest tender, accepted it, and the result 
was that the line was some six months 
longer in construction, and at a cost of 30 
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or 40 per cent: more than it would have 
been if they acted on the recommendation 
of Mr. Cracknell. It would be found 
when the papers were on the table that, 
in taking the recommendation of Mr. 
Stanley, he had only done his duty. He 
did not think he was in Brisbane when the 
tenders for those two sections were sPnt 
in-he was travelling in the North. An
other charge, or rather insinuation, made 
against him was that he had the l£ngineer
in-Chief's prices. He could truly say he 
never asked the :Engineer-in-Chief for 
prices ; neither had he asked Mr. 
Herbert. He never saw them either 
before or after the contract. As a mat
ter of form they should be shown, 
but he never recollected seeing them. He 
did not recollect Mr. Herbert's showing 
them to him, or even bringing them to him 
as a matter of form, though for initialling 
they might have been. He never lookPd at 
them, and never knew anything about 
them. Another charge was with regard to 
the ballast used on the Southern and 
\Vestern Railway. The honourable mem
ber for Townsville ought to give him credit 
for his action in that, at any rate. He did 
his duty to the iJountry; but when he got 
Hansa;·d that morning, he saw that it was 
then stated, with regard to Bashford and 
Co., that he had asked .the Engineer-in
Chief to report on the ballast. He made 
the contracter stick to the contract, and in 
doing so did his duty ; and now he 
had it thrown in his teeth that he had 
favoured them in the ,.natter of ballast. 
But he challenged the honourable member 
for Townsville to prove anything against 
him. Since that time he had known many 
tenders called, but he had never bPen 
present when th<Jy were openPd. He had 
always acted so as not to leave room for a 
sign of suspicion to rest on him. In the 
Post Office the practice was that a board 
was appointed to open tenders, consist 
ing of the Auditor-General, the Commis
sioner of Police, and the Under Secretary. 
On these occasions, when tenders were 
opL'ned, he was never present. The board 
having opened the tenders made their 
recommendations to him, and he almost in
vn,riably adopted them and brought them 
before the Cabinet. In theW orks, tenders 
were opened in the presence of the per
manent head and one of the clerks, and in 
the presence of the tendorers ; and in the 
I~ailway Department, in the presence of 
the Commi~sioner for Railways and the 
Engineer-in-Chief. He (:Mr. Thorn) was 
never present at the opening of any tenders 
for the construction of railwn,ys. He chal
lenged the very strictest scrutiny in regard 
to the contracts, and n,nything he had ever 
had to do with them. He never had pres
sure brought upon him with regard to ten
ders ;-it was never attempted during the 
time he was in the Post Office, and he never 

recollected anyone coming to him and at
tempting to interfere with his duty to the 
country. Every action he took was on the 
recommendation of tllP permanent heads of 
the department, except on one occasion, and 
then, making a mistake in regard to the 
telegraphic construction~ he had thought 
twice before going against the permanent 
head. He was most anxious an inquiry 
should take place, and, when it did, 
instead of being blamed he would be com
mended, and the J\iinister for "\Vorks would 
commend him. He only hoped that the 
honourable member for Townsville would 
leave office with the same unsullied repu
tation he (Mr. Thorn) had done. He might 
also say that the main reason why he had 
left the Government of which he was a 
member was because it should not be said 
that any one counected with himself had 
tendered for Government contracts during 
his term of office. 

The MINISTER FOR vVORKS (Mr. Macros
san) said he would answer the last part of 
the honourable member's speech first. He 
had said that, while he was in office, no 
person hacl ever attempted to bring pres
sure to bear upon him. \Vas it not an 
attempt to bring pressure upon him in that 
matter of the ballast, when the honourable 
gentleman was· written to asking for his 
permission to use a differPnt kind of bal
last to that specified in the contract ? 
If that was not pressure, he (Mr. Mac• 
rossan) did not know what else it could 
be c:~lled. About the pressure brought, 
and the strong recommendation of the 
lowest tender to the engineer, he bad no more 
to say. If the engineer did not recommend 
the lowest tender, so much the worse for the 
engineer to have recommended a tender 
when there was one before him which 
offered to do the work for £3,000 loss. 

The Hon. J. DouGLAs: The recom
mendation complained of is not in the 
name of the Minister for Works. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS contended 
that it was plainly in the name of the 
Minister for vVorks-that was, George 
Bashford's tender-and he did not, of 
course, know what might have passed be
tween the engineer and the honourable 
member previously. As to the statement 
that it was a mere matter of form to place 
the engineer's estimates before the Jl.tJ:inister 
for \Vorks, that was a complete mistake, 
for the Minister for Works should not 
have them in his possesswn. The esti
mates were deposited, sealed, in the 
hands of the Commissioner, and neither 
the Commissioner nor the Minister for 
Works knew anything about them: it 
was quite right that they should not. The 
plan he intended to pursue was, that in 
future the engineer should make out his 
estimates with his own hands, and not 
leave them to be drawn up by his clerks, 
which had been the practice hitherto 
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This practice, it could be seen, was a danger
ous one. As for being a mere matter of 
form for the :Minister to have them in his 
possession or see them, he could tell the 
honourable gentleman this much, that the 
engineer had never furnished him with the 
tenders because 'he had never asked for 
them. ·when produced they would speak 

. for themselves, but he knew all the circum
stances connected with the cases quoted by 
the honourable member for Northern 
Dovrns, and had read all the papers through, 
so that he was acquainted with the facts 
of the case so far as the papers went. 
There might be circumstances outside those 
of which he had no knowledge, but he knew 
that when tenders were opened the honour
able gentleman telegraphed to :Melbourne, 
and received a telegram in reply, from the 
Chief Engineer, that MeN eil was disquali
fied in Victoria so far as Government con
tracts were concerned. That he knew of his 
own knowledge, and anybodywho was in the 
House in 1876 knew all about it as well. 
There was a saving on MeN eil's contract of 
£230 a mile, as it was that amount below 
the next tender; but it was no evidence that 
because he had performed his work unsatis
factorily in Victoria he would do so here. 
Why, they could easily have taken care he 
did not, and, by appointing three or four 
additional inspectors, have put on an effec
tual check, and then have saved money 
out of the £5,000. However, whether 
the second lowest tender was taken on 
the recommendation of the Engineer-in
Chief or of the Minister for \V orks, that 
recommendation was wrong. He gave the 
honourable gentleman's colleagues credit 
for wishing to act for the best, and he 
hoped, when the papers were published, 
they would give the credit the honourable 
gentleman claimed for himself. He had not 
drawn any conclusion further than the papers 
went, but when they were published it 
would be found that every word he had 
stated was correct. 

The Hon. J. DouGLAS said that, after 
the frank statement made by the honour
able member for Northern Downs, he 
really did expect to hear something like a 
reciprocal reply from the Minister for 
vVorks. The terms in which his hon
ourable friend had taken notice of this 
matter were so thoroughly conciliatory that 
he had been led to llxpect something of a 
similar nature from the honourable gentle
man opposite, but it was clear he had 
attacked 1\:lr. Thorn when he had said 
that he gave his colleagues credit for 
having rejected a tender recommended by 
the honourable member for Northern 
Downs when he was Minister for Works. 
After what had now been said, it ap
peared that the Minister for Works had 
been aware, all the time, of the circum
stances of the cases in connection with the 
tender of MeN eil. A more ungenerous 

and disingenuous justification than he had 
made after that he had never listened to. It 
would be a good thing, now, if the facts of 
the case were sifted to the very bottom. 
vVhen the honour, reputation, and com
mon honesty of a man who had been in office 
were called in question upon such flimsy 
grounds as those which the Minister for 
vVorks had put forward, it appeared to 
Lim to be a course which no member 
of the House should for a moment 
tolerate. In this justification there was an 
opening for the honourable gentleman to 
have expanded into something like recip
rocal terms. He might have said, "We 
will wait until the papers are produced;" 
but instead of that he shifted his ground 
entirely, and now charged the Engineer
in-Chief with making a 1·ecommendation 
for the acceptance of a tender which was 
not the lowest. He trusted that they 
would see the matter to the last, and dis
cover who was to blame. 

The MINISTER FOR "\V ORKS : It is there. 
Mr. THORN begged to say that there was 

nothing in the papers the honourable 
gentleman could point out-a signature, an 
initial, or anything at all-which justified 
him in making the statement. He now 
proposed to withdraw the motion. He 
might say that, in regard to the tenders, 
there were several from beyond the 
colony ; and he was anxious, there
fore, "in order to give full consideration 
to the matter, not to accept any for a 
month. With regard to the matter connected 
with himself, he might inform the House 
that he fought it for a month with the en
gineer. He was anxious, notwithstanding the 
telegrams that had been received by the 
engineer, that that gentleman should send 
down additional memoranda to the Engineer
in-Chief in Victoria before he (l\fr. Thorn) 
took the matter before the Cabinet. He 
thought to do his duty on the recommen
dation of his engineer, and at the same 
time it would be found, if Mr. Stanley was 
called to the bar of the House, that he (Mr. 
Thorn) was anxious to take the lowest 
tender. He had always liked to work in 
unison with his engineer: and at the same time 
to do his duty to the country. In the present 
instance he had acted on the ad vice of his 
engineer, and he considered he was justified 
in so doing. \Vithregard to contracts in other 
departments : on a late occasion he had gone 
into one of the Brisbane shops, and the first 

, thing shown to him was a contract for stores 
which was complained of, but which he 
knew very well the honourable Colonial 
Secretary had had nothing to do with, but 
had acted on the recommendation of the 
permanent head of the department, as he 
always would do. With the permission of 
the House, he begged to withdraw the 
motion. 

The CoLONIAL SEcRETARY (Mr. Palmer) 
said that, before the motion was with-
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drawn, he would remark that although the 
honourable member for Northern Downs 
wished to pay him a compliment he would 
not accept it, as he made it a rule to look 
into every tender for the departments 
under him. He had never accepted a 
tender blindly and without looking into it, 
and he should never do so. 

Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 

ESTATE OF W. B. TOOTH-PRIVATE 
BILL. 

On the motion of the Hon. S. W. 
GRIFFITH, leave was given to introduce a 
Bill to enable the Trustees, for the time 
being. of the "Will of William Butler Tooth 
to Sell and Dispose of the Trust Property 
comprised therein. 

PETITION. 

Mr. RurLEDGE presented a petition from 
Henry Milner Clarkson, financial agent, 
praying that circumstances by which, owing 
to mistakes on the part of the Real Pro
perty Office, he had suffered great loss 
of property may be investigated by the 
House. 

On the motion of the honourable member, 
the petition was read and received. 

ADJOURN:MENr OF THE HOUSE. 

Mr. BAILEY moved the adjournment of 
the House, for the purpose of giving the 
Government an opportumty of reconsider
ing their decision in refusing to give to the 
House certain information respecting the 
dismissals from the workshops at Ipswich, 
which had been requested by the honour
able member for Ipswich. The reason 
given by the honourable the Premier for 
refusing to lay the papers on the table 
were not sufficient ones, and it was upon 
that ground that he now gave the honour
able gentleman an opportunity of recon
sidering his decision. The reason as
signed by the honourable gentleman was, 
that one of the papers was from. the fore
man of the worb, and he believed that that 
man's life would not be safe in Ipswich 
if they were produced. That honour
able gentleman, only a few nights ago, 
threw out the insinuation that the dis
missed workmen were political loafers, 
but he had since characterized them 
as being somethinginfinitelyworse-namely, 
assassins, and said that, if they knew how 
the foreman of works had done his duty 
to the head of his department-the Minis
ter for Works-they would be guilty of 
murder. This was a shocking thing. It 
was a shocking thing that men, many of 
whom had been in the employment of the 
Government of the colony for years, should 
be considered guilty of such a crime as 
the assassination of an officer for doing his 
duty. For the character of that officer-

nay, more, for the character of the work
men-he called upon the honourable Minis
ter for Works to produce the papers. He 
did not believe for one moment that any 
person under the Government had the 
least objection to any paper written 
by him se£'ing the daylight. Such a 
man had merely done his duty to his 
employer; and if for doing that duty 
he was liable to be assassinated, it was 
time to increase the police force or to take 
some other steps. There was another rea
son why the papers should be produced. 
He had in his hand a letter signed bY,: E. 
W. Hardgraves, who gave quite a differ
ent account of the whole affair from that 
given by the honourable Minister for 
Works. That honourable gentleman 
said-

" The information concerning these men was 
obtained, first, from the local superintendent, 
next from the Commissioner of Railways, and 
next from the clerk in charge." . 

Mr. Hardgraves did not say so, however. 
The PREMIER (Mr. Mcilwraith): Who 

is Mr. Hardgraves P 
Mr. BAILEY supposed lw was an Ipswich 

man, who wrote to the editor of the Queens
land 'J..1irnes. He said in his letter which 
was published in that paper, which he 
believed was a Government organ, as fol
lows:-

"The Minister for 'Vorks sent. up to the head 
of the department, asking him to send down a 
list of the names of those persons who could be 
dispensed with. This list was sent down, con
taining fifty· one names. This official gave onl v 
those names that he could spare and still carry 
on the works with efficiency. This list was not 
returned, but another sent up with ::Lbout half 
of the names taken off and others substituted 
in their placee, together with fifty-two n::Lmes 
added thereto, having not the slightest regard 
to the qualities of the men to be discharged or 
their long standing and service in the yards." 

Thus it would be seen that the statement 
made in that House, and that by Mr. 
Hardgraves-who, of course, was a man 
not to be believed, nor was the Queensland 
'J..1irnes any authority-clashed; one was, 
that if the papers were published the lives 
of those in authority would not be safe ; 
and the other was, that the lists of the 
men to be dismissed were drawn up in 
Brisbane by the Minister for ·works or 
his agents, and were not drawn up by 
the superintendent of works at Ipswich. 
For the saJl:e of those officers who were 
represented as being in danger of their 
llYes, to protect them from the a~sassina
tions which seemed to be hanging over 
them, and to save those unfortunate people 
from the crime of murder, he called upon 
the Government to publish those docu
ments, to vindicate the character of the 
men who were attacked, and prove that we 
lived in a land where law did count for 
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something, even under a conservative Gov
ernment. 

Mr. GARRICK said the charges made 
against the workpeople were really of a 
very serious character. vVhat had been 
said meant, simply, that if the honourable 
the Minister for vVorks and his chief the 
Premier were to disclose the official infor
mation on which that part of their policy 
had been carried on, men were in danger 
of their lives from the workmen of Ipswich. 
That was a monstrous assertion to be made. 
What had the workmen done ? Were they 
not entitled toknowthereason why they were 
deprived of therr bread? It had constantly 
been asserted against the late Ministry, 
from the opposite side, that they were 
anxious to secure those who had large 
salaries and were in the possession of sine
cures, but would discharge and humi
liate men in humble positions in the 
Civil Service. But would the pre
sent Government now dare to say that the 
hard-working, honest, industrious men 
who, up to the moment of b.:ing dismissed, 
had not had a single w~rd against them, 
were prepared to assassmato any person 
who had given information leading to their 
discharge P It was monstrous ; and every 
workman in the country would be up in 
arms against such an assertion being made, 
while the .:Vlinistry sat in silence and dared 
not rise and excuse themselves, or only gave 
such a reason as that for withholding the in
formation. The country was entitled to 
have that information. A large part of the 
community was made up of what an honour
able member had been pleased to call the 
"lower orders." It had been said on one 
occasion, with reference to giving muni~i
pal local government, that one of the ad
vantages, apart from the financial con
sideration of placing economic burdens 
upon local persons, was that it would be the 
means of educating the lower orders. Those 
men to whom that remark about local-gov
ernment law was intended to apply formed 
a large part of his constituency, and he knew 
from intimate acquaintance with them that, 
if prudence, honesty, and intelligence formed 
any part of a man's character, those men 
were not of the lower order-they were 
as intelligent and prudent as any set of men 
in the whole of this community. He had 
not had an earlier opportunity of vindica
ting them, or he should have done so. 
That honourable member said what had 
been asserted in th<>. House time out of 
mind, and what was said when he (Mr. 
Garrick) occupied a seat there ten years 
ago-that there were no two parties in this 
country. It was asserted by the present 
honourable member fer Blackall, who was 
an old veteran in politics. He said, "Peace, 
peace ;-you may imagine there is war, but 
all is peace. There is no difference betv;'een 
your selectors and you pastoral tenants. 
Men for years have been under a cloud: I 

have come amongst you to dissipate it. 
Take the scales from your eyes and for the 
future be one happy family!" He (Mr. 
Garrick) was willing to believe that, but he 
could not because the evidence against 
it was so strong and so continuously 
before him. vVherever there were large 
areas of Crown lands there would be a 
constant quarrel going on between those 
who must give way and those who would 
take their places-between those always 
presRing on and those unwilling to retreat. 
While there were large tracts of waste 
lands which the pastoral tenants were 
seeking to hold, and the agricultural tenant 
lJressing to occupy, he saw no peace. 
While that state of things lasted there 
always would b0 in the colonv two parties. 
It was said by an honourable member that 
there were parts of the lands held by pas
toral tenants of the Crown which were not 
needed by them, in the low :fiats and on 
the margins of creeks; but he did not srty 
what he (:Ylr. Garrick) would interpret for 
him-where the grass was sour. He 
should have said, where the grass was 
sour and was not wanted by the pastoral 
tenant. It was snid by the honourable 
member for Stanley-whose voice was once 
heard on the popular side, but who was no 
longer there-in endeavouring to screen 
the honourable member for Clermont, that 
it was his first speech in the House, and 
honourable membPrs should not be too 
hard upon him. But did they go to such 
honourable members as the honourable 
members for Blackall and Leichhardt to 
hear about those things ? No !-they 
were too old foxes to be caught. Did they 
go to the honourable head of the Govern
ment, or the most liberal member on that 
side, the honourable the Colonial Secre
tary P :X o; they were all silent, or said 
like the honourable member for Blackall
that it was all imagination. There was 
an old proverb-In vino vm'itas; but 
he would say, "In nervousness comes out 
truth." It was because of the honour
able member for Clermont's newness, 
greenness, nervousness, that he spoke truth, 
They did not go to the old veterans of the 
party for that information, but to the ver
dant amongst them. This instance was 
another proof to him that they were divi
ded into two parties, and that the one party 
would not give way, however pressed, or 
would only give up what was sour. Bnt 
if, in the case of these two parties, the true 
economic principle were applied-thal; the 
industry which got the most out of the 
Crown lands with a given amount of capi~ 
tal should be encouraged-then the agricul
turalist stood far before the pastoral tenant ; 
and it was for the interest of the country, 
not that the agriculturalist should have 
what the pastoral tenant did not want, but 
that he should have what he wanted, even 
though it should be the very best land to 
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be found in the pastoral tenant's holding. 
He would not take advantage of any new 
member, but where there was a point to be 
made by his party he should never hesi
tate to sink individual interest to forward 
the good of the colony. The Govern
ment ought to say why those men 
were discharged, and on whose autho
rity. The honourable members sitting 
on the Treasury benches seemed to think 
they could carry on the Government 
by a policy· of concPalment because they 
had a large party bPhind them. He attri
buted the remarks of the honourable mem
ber for Clermont to whi()h he had referred 
entirely to newness. It had been said 
that the honourable member had got an 
inkling of the policy of the Government 
from attending a caucus meeting-that he 
had been behind the scenes, and knew 
something bL'y~nd the Speech that honour
able members generally wcro not supposed 
to know. The honourable member for 
N ormanby, on that occasion, said that 
nothing had been divulged-that the Pre
mier had read the Speech to the party as
sembled, and then said-" There's no more 
business to be clone." Was that the way 
honourable members were content to ac
cept the policy of their leader? "When he 
(Mr. Garrick) had the honour of a seat on 
the Treasury benches the Ministry was 
never allowed simply to say, "That's the 
Speech," and cliseharge their supporters, 
saying, "There's no more business-we've 
counted your noses, and that's all we want; 
now you can all go." If that was the way 
in which the present Government were 
going to carry on affairs it would be re
gretted. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said the hon
ourable member for J\'[oreton was breaking 
out in a fresh pla.ce. 'The honourable the 
Premier never said there was no more busi
ness. The honourable member had ima
gined it, and, if he got excited in that way, 
might confine his ideas to himself. 

.Mr. GARRICK: I was quoting the hon
ourable member for Normanby. 

The CoLO~IAL i:3ECRETARY said !hat hon
ourable member did not wave his hand in 
that theatrical style. And as to the man
ner in which the new Premier conducted 
business, if the party were satisfied he did 
not ~ee what the honourable member for 
Moreton had got to do with it. He told the 
House that he had made a graat point-as 
he was pleased to term it-of a green mem
ber. He (the Colonial Secretary) could not 
s&Je where the point was. If the honour
able member had used a little of his super
fluous energy when in the Lands Depart
ment, and made some inquiry about land, 
he would know that what the honourable 
member for Clermout had said was abso
lutely true. Much land which was of use 
to agriculturists was of no use to pastoral
ists, and vice versa. 'That was so as a rule, 

and everybody knew it. If an attempt 
were made to cultivate the country of 
which the honourable member for Cler
mont was speaking-namely, the plains 
in the interior on the Peak Downs
it would be found that it was only 
on the banks of creeks and low flat land 
that there was the slightest prospect of 
agriculture being carried on successfully. 
'!.'he honourable member for :M:oreton triecl 
to make his point by attributing what had 
been said by the honourable member for 
Clermont to the Government ; but that 
honourable member distinctly denied that 
he was in any way expressing the Govern
ment policy: he was expressing his own 
opinion, which he had quite as much right 
to do as the honourable member for More
ton had to express his. The icloos of that 
honourable member on the subject, al
though a new member, were a great deal 
clearer than those of the late Minister for 
Lands ;-they were much more to the pur
pose, a great deal clearer, and a great deal 
truer. The honourable member for Dar
ling Downs had already given his opinion 
that the late Minister for Lands did not do 
his duty when in the Lands Office, and 
that that honourable gentleman had been 
blamed by his late colleagues, and by his 
Premier, as a man who would not work. 
Scores of members had heard the honour
able member for Darling Downs say so 
during that grand restfme of proceedings 
after, as he said, he had been kicked ou~ 
of the Ministry. The then Premier also 
gave his opinion of the honourable member 
for More ton when in the Lands Offi. e. As 
far as the policy of the Government was 
concerned, it would be found, if honour
able members would wait until papers 
which had gone to the Executive came 
back, that land selection was not to be con
fined to any lancl or any particular sort of 
land. \Vhen the lands which were pro
posed to be thrown open were known, the 
honourable member would be inclined to 
alter his opinion. The Ministry certainly 
did not intend that selectors should have 
to take land which was either low or 
swampy, but that they should take what 
they liked, and plenty of it. They would 
not be confined to eighty acres either, as they 
were by the late Government. The honour
able member had no doubt stated what he did 
state for the sake of making a point. He 
had also blamed the Government because 
no member had got up to answer the hon
ourable member for \Vide Bay. How did 
the honourable member think the business 
of the House could be conducted if they 
were continually getting up and answering 
every ridiculous speech made on a motion 
for adjournment P The information required 
had alreudy been given, and no amount of 
letters written by anybody to any paper 
would alter the opiniou of the Government. 
The honourable member had been told that 
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the men were discharged because the Gov
ernment could not afford to keep them. 
There was not money to keep them ; and 
it was impossible to get it without running 
head over ears into debt. The men had 
been discharged for economic purposes, 
and on that account only. The Government 
were not to be drawn by motions for ad
journment, and kept talking for hours to
gether about what had been spoken of over 
and over again. 

Mr. MoREHEAD would not detain the 
House more than three minutes. But he 
was 1mxious to point out to the ex-Minister 
for Lands the fact that he had been com
plaining very bitterly, strongly, and stren
uously about an action of the present 
Government-imaginary, he should say
which l1ad not been vindicated by the 
Government themselves. He had inferred 
that they were going to keep the land 
in the hands of the pastoral tenants, and 
that the best lands of the colony were to 
be still hPld in the possession of those who 
were not making the best possible use of 
them. The honourable member should 
rempmber that he was a member of the 
Government which had thrown the best 
agricultural country in the colony into the 
hands of the pastoral tenants, through the 
action of the Railway Reserves Act. They 
had forced pastoral lessees to buy the 
best agricultural land in the colony, 
and now they came forward and abused the 
Government for doing what they had done 
all they possibly could to prevent. The 
late Government had been the creators of 
the large estates and of the large landed 
proprietors in the colony, and they were 
the party who were to be blamed for usurp
ing what had been called the birthright of 
the people. They (the members on the 
Ministerial side) had opposed what the 
present Opposition had carried out. 

Mr. AMHURST said he represented an 
agricultural district, and was perfectly cer
tain that the honourable member for More
ton, in his speech, had made several mis
takes. What the honourable member for 
Clermont meant by swampy land was this : 
The honourable member was accused of 
saying that coarse grass was the best sign 
of agricultural land. What he meant was 
land liable to be flooded. He (Mr. 
Amhurst) knew the description of land 
spoken of, and the honourable member for 
Rosewood, who came from an agricultural 
district, no doubt knew that the lands on 
the Hawkesbury and Hunter were the 
finest agricultural lands in that colony. 
He was sorry that the honourable membel." 
-the late Minister for Lands-had made 
such a mistake as to impute motives. If 
that honourable member had attended more 
to his business as Minister for Lands he 
would have known more about the subject. 

Mr. WELD-BLUNDELL wished to say a 
few words in explanation. He trusted the 

honourable member for Moreton now felt 
much relieved. He had, no doubt, disbur
dened himself of a speech which he had 
prepared for previous delivery, judging 
from his evident self-satisfaction and the im
mense display of temper. ""Without entering 
upon the·que~tion fully, he might be allowed 
to know a little more about the country 
he came from than the honourable member, 
who showed the most complete ignorance 
upon the whole matter. He (Mr. Weld
Bl undell) had been returned in a great 
measure by selectors, and had held several 
conversations with them at Clermont. 
From those conversations he could state 
that it was undoubtedly the opinion of 
almost every selector that the high black
soil clowns existing in that part of the 
country were not favourable, or would 
not be used for some time to come, pro
bably, for agricultmal purposes. It only 
requirE'd that a man should put a plough 
into the ground to convince him that 
the soil was not suitable. He had 
only known one instance in which a 
man had tried it, and that man had said 
that, but for the fact of having a pub
lic-house to assist him, he would have been 
ruined. Similar opinions had also bPen ex
pressed to him by several selectors in that 
part of the country. In endeavouring to 
make a point of the fact of his having 
used the term "swampy," the honourable 
member for Moreton had failed to act in a 
straightforward and honest manner. It 
was thoroughly well known by everyone 
that land spoken of in this country as 
swampy meant land occasionally under 
water-a class of land which was made 
use of for agriculture, and which was at 
the present time the only land so made 
use of. He sincerely trusted that before 
very long they would hear of the black
soil country being thrown open to selectors 
on all parts of the Peak Downs. I£ people 
would cultivate it it would be all the better 
for the landowners, because, thanks to the 
late Government, owners of stations had 
been forced to buy, at a paltry rate, large 
tracts of black-soil land, greatly to the 
disadvantage of the country. That land 
had been altogether taken from the selec
tor and forced upon the present owners. 
If it could be worked for agricultural 
purposes, the owners would be just as 
thankful as any person in the colony. 
A great deal of capital had been made out 
of the term "lower orders." He did not 
remember using it, but whether he had 
med it or not, he supposed it was only in 
consequence of an impending election that 
so much capital was made out of it. The 
honourable member for Moreton knew per
fectly well that, he did not employ the term 
in its literal signification. He ought to 
know from the views he (Mr. Blundell) had 
expressed, that he thoroughly appreciated 
not only the classes who were working but 
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every individual who earned his bread 
properly in the colony; he did not think it 
right that so much should have been made 
of the matter because he happened to 
make use of a term-he did not see 
it reported in Hansard, but, if he did 
use it, it was a slip of the tongue
which was constantly heard in England, 
where he had been brought up; and he 
would frankly admit that it was in no way 
applicable to the position of things here. 

Mr. MACFARLA~E (Ipswich) said he 
would not have spoken but for the remarks 
of the Colonial Secretary. It had been said, 
over and over again, that these men were not 
wanted ;-granting that, would not the ob
ject of the Government, which was stated 
to be economy, have been attained by 
the alternative course which had been 
pointed out in the House P If the men were 
willing to be placed on three-quarter time, 
would it not have answered the purpose of 
the Government equally as well ? The 
Colonial Secretary had said that no amount 
of newspaper writing would alter the de
cision of the Government, and that was 
probable; but was the country come to 
this-that the Government could defy the 
House in a simple matter like this, as they 
were doing by refusing the information P 
The statements that had been made as to 
the way the dismissals were arrived at 
clashed, and the only way that honourable 
members could come to a conclusion was 
by having the correspondence placed be
fore them. There was nothing unreason
able in such a request, if this was 
really a free country. The senior 
member for Wide Bay had referred to·the 
Colonial Treasurer's statement that the 
superintendent would be absolutely in 
danger if the papers were produced. It 
struck him (Mr. Macfarlane), from what 
he knew of that officer, that he would 
be far better pleased to see them laid upon 
the table than to live in a "reign of terror." 
It would clear him and the Minister for 
Works, and satisfy the country. He did 
not believe the country would be satisfied 
until the papers were forthcoming. 

Mr. SrMPSON said that, if they went on 
at the present rate, they would never get 
through the business. The "young foxes" 
of the House were getting tired of this 
eternal harping upon one subject. 

Mr. REA said the Government had de
layed calling honourable members together 
from January to May; and when they did 
bring them together they tried to reduce 
the business to a nutshell. He objected to 
any rushing through of business after such 
delay. 

Mr. M.ACFARLANE (Leichhardt) said 
every dispassionate man must have arrived 
at the same conclusion as himself, that the 
Government workshops at Ipswich were a 
great danger to the country. The prosper
ity of the country had continued for four 
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or five years, and increases had con
tinued until the shops numbered 1,000 
men. He was glad that there was a 
Ministry in power which had the courage 
of its opinions. To his mind, the ex
planation of the Minister for Works had 
been perfectly satisfactory. The hon
ourable gentleman was informed by the 
Colonial Treasurer that the money to keep 
these works going could not be got; and 
he was also told that there was a suner
abundance of rolling-stock, and that tliere 
was no need to construct more. In the 
face of these things he reduced the staff, 
and every right-thinking man would agree 
that he did right. He (Mr. Macfarlane) 
hoped the House would take the lesson to 
heart, and see that the workshops were kept 
on the smallest possible dimensions, and if 
any more rolling-stock was got that it was 
by contract. Ipswich was not the whole 
colony. Reductions had been made right 
through the country, but not so much 
noise had been made as at Ipswich, and it 
said little for that town that it could only 
live by keeping up these overgrown work
shops. As to the idea of laying on the 
table the correspondence, such establish
ments could not be managed by this 
House but by Ministers alone, and in 
whom the responsibility should rest. He 
hoped that business would be allowed to 
proceed. 

Mr. GRIMES said that, as an agricul
turist, he could not allow the statement to 
pass by that low swampy ground was best 
suited to farmers. Honourable members 
did not seem to have drawn a proper dis
tinction between swampy ground and land 
occasionally flooded, such as that in the 
Hawkesbury and Hunter districts in New 
South Wales, and, it might have been 
added, that on the Oxley Creek in this 
colony. The latter, which was occasion
ally flooded, was something like twenty
five feet above the ordinary water level, 
and could not be classed in the same cate
gory as low swampy land. He hoped 
some honourable member opposite would 
try to farm on such land ;-the contents of 
his pocket would shrink, and he would 
soon get utterly disheartened. 

Mr. STUBLEY said that if the Govern
ment were acting such a courageous part in 
going in for all this retrenchment, the best 
thing they could do was to further prove 
their courage by laying the papers on the 
table. 

Mr. GRIFFITH said that honourable 
members opposite had spoken about the 
time of the House being wasted with 
motions of adjournment. It had always 
been the practice of the Opposition to get 
full information about all doubtful trans• 
actions before proceeding with Government 
business, and it was one of the most useful 
functions which they possessed. The neg• 
lect to produce these papers to the House-
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h td been the cause of loss of time, and 
w,mld probably give rise to still more dis
cussion. With regard to the speech of 
the honourable member for Moreton as to 
the conduct of honourable members oppo
site, the honourable gentleman had simply 
quoted from a speech made by the hon
ourable member for N ormanby, who stated 
that the policy of the Government was not 
disclosed at the Ministerial caucus ; that 
the Speech was simply read, and that the 
Premier had then said,-" Gentlemen, 
that is all the business." This statement 
was referred to as giving a reason why the 
honourable member for Clermont could 
not have intentionally disclosed the policy 
of the Government. The Opposition only 
judged by what they heard, and when they 
heard the honourable member for Clermont 
speak of the "lower orders," they con
cluded that he meant it. He was glacl to 
hear the honourable member say he had 
merely used the term because it had been 
familiar to his boyhood, and that it was 
inapplicable to this colony. Coming, now, 
to the dismissal of the workmen at Ipswich, 
that was a very serious matter. They had 
been told that the dismissal was for the 
purpose of retrenchment, there being too 
many men employed in the shops. 'fhat 
might be so, but honourable members 
could not judge, because the Government 
would not give them the nect'ssary in
formation. The next question- how 
were these lOO men sPlected out of 
the 300 employed-was a very serious one. 
The first time he spoke during the present 
session he said they should look anxiously 
to the papers to ascertain whether the men 
had been selected on some principle of fair 
dealing .. They were not given to ,under
stand then that the papPrs would not be 
produced, but were told that the charges 
which had been made against the Govern
ment were utterly unfounded, and would 
be dispelled. The next thing they heard 
was the Minister for ·works telling them 
that there were documents which woulcl 
bear out his statements; and yesterday they 
were told by the Premier that, so long as he 
sat at the head of the Treasury benches, 
the papers should not be produced because 
the life of the men recommending the dis
missals would not be safe. That was the 
grossest libel ever passed upon a body 
of respectable men in this Chamber. Re 
challenged the honourable member to prove 
that statement, by which he slandered a 
body of respectable men, many of whom 
had been in Government employment before 
he came to the colony. He said, in effect, 
that they were such desperate characters 
that the life of the overseer over them 
would be in danger for recommending their 
dismissal. He should like to kno>> who 
really made the recommendation, for he did 
not believe that the dismissal of those 10,) 
men was ever recommended by any officer in 

the department. The statements made last 
night in regard to this matter were not 
consistent with those given last week, and he 
must be forgi >en if upon these materials he 
came to a conclusion adverse to the Govern
ment. There must be some reason for the 
non-production of the papers-for, if the 
dismissal was recommended by an oflicer of 
the department, as had bf.'en suggestecllast 
night, the papers would simply prove 
that circumstance, and the man would be 
in no more clanger than if the people of 
Ipswich believed thathcdidmakotherecom
mendation. The Government, in reference 
to this matter, evidently expected the 
House to take for gospel the statement 
that the men had been dismissed on the 
recommendation of the officer placed over 
them ; and they virtually said, " How 
dare you doubt our words ?" He must 
confess that the statements made by the 
Government did not hang togeth<:r, and he, 
for one, should hold upon the present in
formation that the dismissals were not 
recommended, as !lad been asserted. He 
bPlieved the statement made by Mr. Hard
graves in the Queensland Times; he had 
various sources of information, and from 
what he had heard he did not belieYe that 
the dismissals were recommended, 11nd so 
long as the Government persisted in con
cealing information he should continue to 
hold that opinion. If there had been any 
w:tste of time the Government were to 
blame, and the Colonial Secretary was to 
blame for falling into his old style of 
lecturing. 

The OoLOXIAL SECRETARY: ~Vho began 
lecturing? 

Mr. GmFFITH said his friend the hon
ourable member for Maryborough had not 
lectured, but had made an exceedingly 
appropriate speech. He hoped they should 
get on with the business, but the more 
readily information was given the quicker 
they should get on. "When the Colonial 
Secretary and the Premier were in opposi
tion they scouted the idea of any infor , a
tion being wi thhelcl from honourable mem
bers; but their opinions had wonderfully 
changed since they had got into office. 
The Premier now declared he would go 
out of ollice sooner than give up the papPrs 
in regard to this matter. The only in
ference he could draw from their refusal 
to comply with what had been the 
universal }lracLicc was, that after the pro
cluetion of the papers they would not dare 
to retain oflice. 

The PRE:\HER said the honourable gen
tleman who had just sat down had made an 
extraordinary statement when he asserted 
that the Gowrnment were bound to pro
duce pap:'rs at the request of the Opposi
tion. No one stuck out more resolutely 
against the production of papers than the 
honourable member himself whl;n in office, 
for when the honourable member for Bur-
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nett made a motion for the production of 
a return of deeds granted during the hon
ourable gentleman's reg1:me as Attorney
General, he prevented the information being 
given for a whole session, although it 
would. have materially assisted the House 
to have had it in dealing with a question 
then bPfore it. This was an instance in 
point to show that the honourable gentle
man did not practise what he preached. 
There were a great many cases in which 
it would be the duty of the Govern
ment not to furnish information, and 
the present was one in which it would 
be cowardly for them to comply with 
the request of the Opposition. They 
were here to be responsible for their admin
istrative acts, and to protect the Govern
ment officers; and if they considered any 
information got from them as information 
that should not be presented to Parliament, 
ihcy showed. by refusing to produce it, 
that they had the courage of their opinions. 
The honourable gentleman said he wanted 
the mformation about the dismissal of the 
men. lf there was any correspondence 
between the Superintendent and the other 
officers with reference to the reasons why the 
men should be dismissed, or the object or ne
cessity of their dismissal, he believed that 
the House would be entitled to have it. If 
there was any correspondence recommend
ing that the services of a certain number 
of~ men should be dispensed with, the 
House should get it; but he understood 
from his colleague that the only infor
mation was a simple list sent down 
by the foreman of names of men who 
could be dismissed, but no information as 
to how the work should be carried on. It 
was the duty of the Government to pro
tect the foreman, whether that officer was 
agreeable or not to the list being disclosed. 
It was quite possible that he might not 
object to thr> disclosure, but in any case it 
was the duty of the Government not 
to allow any such information to become 
public. The Government were placed in 
exactly the same position as the owner of 
a large foundry in England, who made up 
his mind to dismiss a certain number of 
men in consequence of the slackness of 
trade ;-he consulted his foreman, and 
asked him to give the names of the 
men that he could best spare, and 
whom he considered least efficiPnt. 
The foreman acted on that request. 
\V ould the owner of the foundry be acting 
prudently and fair to the foreman if he 
stuck up that list with the information that 
" these were the recommendations for dis
missals?" Such information was all-confi
dential between the foreman and the owner 
of the works. So far from the refusal of 
the Government being cowardly, he main
tained that the information was such as 
Parliament had no right to ask for, and he 
did not bdieve that it wanted it. With 

regard to the suggestion made by the hon
om·able member for Ipswich, and on a pre
vious occasion by the junior member for 
South Brisbane, that the men should be 
put on half-time, he did not believe a 
more ruinous step could be taken. There 
was a difference in the quality of the work
men in the I11swich workshops, and if all 
the men were put on half-time, the effect 
would be that the best men, who could al
ways find work, would leave, and the inferior 
ones remain; so that the workmen would 
be actually culled, to the detriment of the 
shops. The dismissals had been made by 
the Government for a very definite object. 
The work of the men was not wanted at 
the present time, and the Government had 
therefore to consider what was the easiest 
way of getting rid of them. The only way 
open was by dismissal, for no more money 
could be raised by taxation; a great many 
more dismissals must follow, not only in 
the workshops but throughout the colony, 
before he would consent to more taxation 
being put on the country than the Govern
ment proposed. The question, therefore, 
was between the working men in Ipswich 
and throughout the colony. It was the 
duty of the Government not to keep 
men in employment for whom there was 
no work, because the burden would then fall 
upon men placed in similar circumstances. 
\Yhy should the Government employes 
receive different consideration to what was 
given the men in private employment? 
\Vhy should all their ~ympathies be con
fined to men who had been getting the 
best wages, and had been in comfortable 
billets for years? The men who were ac
tually out of employment and suffering 
from the bad times were the very men who 
would have to contribute to pay these 
Government men, if the Government kept 
them employed. The Government did not 
want the labour, and they refused to tax 
the colony for its continuance when men 
were walking about idle. He did not 
think that any Government would be justi
fied in asking for additional taxation, sim
ply for the purpose of keeping men in 
employment. It was a slander against the 
colony to insinuate that it could only be 
kept in existence by employing the work
ing men here on Government funds 
--the country was not in that dis
tressed condition, and to make such 
a hubbub about the dismissal of lOO 
working men did the colony more 
harm than the stoppage of emigration. 

Mr. DouGLAS said they were graduallv 
getting a little more light upon the subject, 
and the circumstances of the case justified 
the discussion that had taken place. Ori. 
ginally the statement was made, and it was 
just now re-stated, that there was no work 
for these men; that there was a superabun
dance of rolling-stock, and, therefore, a 
reduction should be made. He had eudea-
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voured to impress upon the Government 
that, before taking action in this matter, 
they should have waited until Parliament 
met, because they were anxious to discuss 
the question of economy, which was an 
important one, and one thatmightreasonably 
be entertained by Parliament-that it was 
anticipating events to take the action that 
had been taken, and taken in a precipitate 
way, without consulting Parliament on the 
subject. Upon that a general discussion 
arose, in the course of which the Minister 
for Works justified his action on the ground 
that he had simply made up his mind that 
reductions were required in order to econo
mise, and that he knew nothing whatever 
of the men who had been dismissed, but 
had merely referred to his subordinates for 
advice, and left the carrying out of the 
details to them, which was the natural 
and proper way. He (Mr. Douglas) 
then stated that he was not prepared 
to discuss the matter at that time, and 
would wait patiently until the papers 
were produced, but that certain facts had 
been brought under his notice which led 
him to arrive at the conclusion that poli
tical considerations had had weight in con
nection with the matter. He mentioned 
particularly one man named Blunt, who, 
he knew, could not have been dismissed 
upon professional grounds, because he was 
an able workman, who had always done 
his work faithfully and well. The hon
ourable gentleman at the head of the Gov
ernment repudiated the idea of political 
considerations having had any weight, and 
maintained that the Government were 
guided solely by motives of economy; but 
he (Mr. D0uglas) still considered that there 
was a political taint in the matter. They 
waited patiently for the production of the 
papers connected with· the case until last 
night, when they were distinctly told that 
they would not be produced. If they were 
refused, all he could say was that it would 
be upon the responsibility of Ministers ; 
and if they succeeded in preventing the 
House from getting those papers, honour
able members would at once come to the 
conclusion that there were some grounds 
for the accusation that the Government 
had made use of their powers for 
political purposes. Last night they were 
told they should not get the papers, 
but now the Premier appeared to have 
retraced his steps, and said that if 
there were any papers referring to cer
tain matters they might have them, 
but others would not be produced. The 
honourable gentleman was now beginning 
to see that he had got into the wrong box
thatunderthe principles upon which theGov
ernment was conducted the country would 
not stand his keeping back those papers. 
That he had the right not to produce 
them he (Mr. Douglas) admitted, but it 
was not following out the principle by 

which they had been previously guided, 
which was that it was desirable to 
carry on the business of tho country 
in the fullest blaze of light that could 
be brought to bear upon it. He was 
sure there was no Star-Chamber business 
carried on bv the late Government 
-there was • nothing they were not 
willing to produce in the proper time and 
in the proper way, and lay before Par
liament. Every paper was av::tilable for 
that purpose. In some Governments, and 
especially those having transactions with 
foreign nations, it might be desirable, or 
even necessary, for the peace and safety of 
nations, that papers should not be produced; 
but seldom indeed had the circumstance 
arisen that papers referring to a mere 
domestic concern would be refused by any 
Government. The excuse that this course 
was adopted to protect the overseers was a 
very paltry one. There was no justi
fication for it. They had heard of no 
rattening, of no unionism; and yet the hon
ourable gentleman at the head of the 
Government seemed to have arrived at 
the conclusion that this course was neces
sary to protect the officers of the De
partment. One of the reasons given, 
yesterday, was that the Ipswich people had 
a monopoly of power in these workshops, 
and it was desirable that that power should 
be taken away. He admitted that it might 
be desirable to stop the ovcrgrowth of 
large workshops under the Government, 
and that it might be desirable to have all 
this work done by tender. In that respect 
he agreed with the honourable member for 
Springsure; but he did not think that at 
the present time they were so hard up that 
they could not find means of paying 
those men until the end of the half 
year. And why distinguish these men 
from the whole Civil SPrvice and 
other men in the employment of the Gov
ernment? In a few days the House would 
be asked to consider the Estimates for the 
past six months of 1879 ; up to the present 
time, beyond the removal of a few over
time Customs officers, there had been no 
retrenchment, on the understanding ad
mitted by the House and acted upon by 
the Government-that retrenchment should 
hardly commence until the Estimates for 
the year were before the House, and that 
until Parliament was consulted they 
might carry on upon the old scale. 
Why, he repeated, single out these 
Ipswich men, as indicating the policy 
of the Government in this respect, and 
anticipate the opinion of Parliament P 
He suspected that they were singled out 
for some political vengeance that had 
assumed this form. He did not wish to 
anticipate the verdict upon this point. He 
desired to have the matter thoroughly in· 
quired into. There was no matter upon 
w hi eh they could better devote time than 
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inquiring fully into the Ipswich workshops. 
Surely, it would be desirable to know the 
amount of rolling-stock in hand, the 
amount that could be made, and the 
amount that ought to have been made by 
the staff as it had been and the staff as at 
present retained. Surely, the Premier was 
not going to say that he would refuse the 
right to inquire into these important mat
ters! The horrourable gentleman's actions 
would probably have received the sanction 
of Parliament if it had been done in an 
orderly manner, and in accordance with 
the usual practice ; but he had acted pre
cipitately in this matter, as he did in 
regard to the bank agreement, and pro
bably, when he was longer in office, he 
would find it to his advantage to have the 
consent of Parliament rather than antici
pating its ll.ction in the way he had done. 

Mr. LIJMLEY-HILL said that a great 
deal of unnecessary fuss had been 
made respecting the dismissal of tho~e 
men. He had known several cases m 
which men were dismissed under similar 
circumstances. Take the Peak Downs 
copper mine, for instance, where 300 
miners, many of them good and valuable 
men who had been imported to the colony 
at great expense, and had worked there for 
a number of years, were dismissed simply 
because it was found that the mine would 
not pay. \Vhy did not the Government 
take up the Peak Downs copper mine and 
carry on the work in order to retain the 
services of these valuable men, who must 
go out of the country because, forsooth, it 
would not pay to raise copper at a certain 
rate of wages ? It was the fact of that 
mine being unworkable at a profitable rate, 
and of all our industries having shrunk
the price of copper, wool, and tallow having 
fallen--that forced this retrenchment upon 
the Government. They, as large employers of 
labour, found it necessary to dispense 
with some of it in order to relieve the tax
payers from unnecessary burdens. He 
deprecated the disclosure of information 
given by an overseer to his employer, 
because, as an employer of labour, he could 
say that he looked upon such communica
tions as confidential. He did not always 
tell the men he discharged what they were 
discharged for, and he did not think such a 
rule would be carried out in any mercantile 
or manufacturing establishment. Such 
disclosures could do no good, and were 
only likely to cause ill-blood. He thought, 
under the circumstances, the Government 
had acted very fairly in regard to this 
matter; and if he did not think so he 
should not support them. I'he honourable 
the Minister for Works had stated that he 
was not in favour of reducing wages, but he 
(Mr. Hill) did not believe in that theory 
when bad times compelled it to be done. As 
an employer he always rejoiced when wages 
were highest and labour was scarce, because 

at those times he could always make a 
profit ; but when they were low he had to 
get on as best he could until good times 
came round again. 

Mr. GRooM said he observed that during 
the debate, last night, the honourable the 
Minister for Lands was good enough to say 
that he (Mr. Groom) had been constantly 
dinning into his ears something about the 
rascality connected with bhe Ipswich 
workshops. Now he desired to say that 
that statement was not consistent with fact. 
He was never at the Ipswich workshops in 
hiR life, and knew nothing about them. He 
did, however, ask that honourable gentle
man to assist him in trying to get the 
workshops at Toowoomba utilised, because 
he believed that if that were done a good 
many men from Ipswich would be trans
ferred there, and, being a much better 
climate, a good deal more work would be 
done. To that he pleaded guilty ; but as 
for saying that he spoke of the rascality 
connected with the Ipswich workshops, he 
did nothing of the kind, and the honourable 
gentleman had certainly misconstrued his 
words. He wished to say this :-That if the 
honourable gentleman now at the headofthe 
Government, when he applied, as leader of 
the Opposition, to the House to authorise 
a loan of three millions sterling, £200,000 
of which was to carry on immigration 
on a more ample scale than previously; 
£350,000 of which was for branch railway 
lines ; and £1,920,000 to carry railways 
into the interior-if he had then told the 
House that he intended to do what he was 
now doing, he would never have got to the 
Treasury benches ; and Mr. Davenport 
would never have been returned as his 
(Mr. Groom's) colleague if the people 
of Toowoomba thought for a moment 
that he would do anything of the kind. 
He believed the honourable the Pre
mier was sincere in the speech he made 
on that three-million vote-so sincere that 
he took the trouble to print it upon an 
ampler scale than it had been given, in 
order to give the public an idea of what 
his policy was. But what had he done? 
In place of doing what the honourable 
member for Port Curtis did on a former 
occasion,. when the colony was in diffi
culties-in place of decreasing the salaries 
of Ministers by £200 a year, and deducting 
ten per cent. from highly paid public 
officers, and increasing the tariff in such a 
way as to assist struggling agriculturists, he 
attacked the industrial classes of the colony. 
He (Mr. Groom) was not talking about the 
Ipswich workshops ; but there was one case 
he would mention-it was the ease of an 
engine-dri-ver who was imported by Mr. 
Brassey, at the request of Mr. Fitzgibbon, 
and who had been on one of ihe best rail
ways in England-a man who was known 
for: his sobriety and perfect dependence in 
all times of danger-that man would be 



134 Adjournment of the House. [ASSEMBLY.] Adjournment of the House. 

sent about his business to-morrow morning, 
and he (Mr. Groom) was informed that a 
fireman with no experience whatever was 
to take charge of the engine. He would ask 
who would travel by our railways if this 
were the case ? If that was the sort of 
economy that was to be exercised, he felt that 
it was economy of a kind that would be 
ruinous to the country. If there was any 
department in the whole of the public ser
vice in which sober steady men should be 
employed it was the Railway Department, 
and those engaged as engine-drivers 
should be specially qualified in that 
way. He remembered the case of a 
locomotive superintendent, who, when 
coming down the Range on one occasion, 
said to the engine-driver, "Let me take 
the engine ; I will show you how to go 
down the Range." And he did go down 
the Range, and nearly sent himself and the 
honourable Arthur Macalister to some
where else. The fact was the man was 
drunk. They did not want men of that 
stamp, and he thought Mr. Fitzgibbon 
exercised a wise discretion when he ad
vised Sir Charles Fox and Mr. Brassey, 
in England, to send out only men known 
for downright sobriety, and he be
lieved that Queensland, in that respect, 
had been blessed by immunity from ac
cidents. vVhatever lives had been lost, 
and there were very few, had not been lost 
through the conduct of the engine-drivers, 
but had arisen from circumstances entirely 
beyond their control. They were indebted 
to Mr. Fitzgibbon for the class of men 
that were sent out to this colony as engine
drivers, and many of those very men would, 
to-morrow morning, receive carte blanclw to 
go somewhere else. It had been said that 
these men could go elsewhere in the colony 
and get employment; but he would ask 
where could they go P Even when the 
Government wanted a dredge built th.ey 
did not get the work done in the 
colony. Notwithstanding the enormous 
cost of the " Groper" -and it was a 
"groper" in more senses than one, for it 
had cost the colony something like £40,000 
-they were going to get another dredge 
built out of the colony. He did not wish 
to impugn the professional character of the 
firm who had undertaken to carry out this 
work, but still there was nothing to show 
that it would not be a repetition of the 
"Groper;" whereas, if the work had been 
carried out by Smellie and Co., of Bris
bane, or Walker and Co., of Maryborough, 
the officers of the Government would have 
been able to inspect it as it progressed, and 
any defects could have been remedied. Even 
if the work cost a few thousand pounds more, 
it would have been far better to have it done 
in the colony, because not only would they 
have a guarantee as to its character, but it 
would afford employment to a large num
ber of men. He regretted that during the 

course of the debate something had been 
said about sects. He did not care what the 
men werP, but he said there was a principle 
which all public men should recognise 
as far as possible, and that was jus
tice to all classes and sects of the 
community. Rumours had been circu
lated in connection with this subject 
but he could not undertake to say whether' 
they "-ere true or not until documents 
which ought to be produced were laid 
upon the table. He believed it had been 
said that if some of those men went to 
Toowoomba they could obtain employ
ment, but he did not know where the 
services of a single engineer were required 
in the neighbourhood of Toowoombn,. True, 
they had the iron foundry there, but the 
proprietor of it was almost at his wits' end 
to try and get a living and keep his men 
together, and the cause of it was this
that many of the pastoral tenants, when 
they had any work of that character 
to be done, sent it clown to Sydney 
or elsewhere ; they did not believe in 
encouraging colonial industry. He be
lieved they did not do so because it was 
cheaper, bnt because they believed the 
best professional men were employed tht>re; 
and this colony laboured under that dis
advantage at the present time. It was there
forE> a farce to say that these men could get 
employment at Toowoomba. The fact 
was that they would be ostracised and 
sent out of the country because there 
was no employment for them. It was 
all very well to say that our rail
ways did not pay, but there were many 
reasons for that, and perhaps the present 
Minister for vVorks, to whom he gave 
every credit for endeavouring to conduct 
the department prop:erly, had not cl1scovered 
the true cause of it. But he did not 
think that the dismissal of the men who 
were now driving our engines and other
wise employed upon the railway worb, 
and replacing them by other men who were 
unskilled in the work, would improve the 
position of affairs. He was sure that 
when the fact became known that inferior 
men were pla.ced in charge of our railway 
trains that fewer people would travel-and 
no blame to them for it, because no man, 
especially if he had a wife and family, 
would care to trust his life in the hands of 
inferior men. He did not mean to say 
that the picture with regard to the de
ficiency in our revenue had been exag
gerated, but the fact that there was a 
deficiency was no reason why they should 
fall back upon the dismissal of these work
men. He contended that the deficiency in 
the revenue should be met by the men 
who had ample means to fall back upon 
-the men who had estates of sixty, 
seventy, and a hundred thousand acres 
of freehold land. These were the men 
who should contribute something to the 
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revenue of the country. The people on the 
Darling Downs had been repeatedly told 
that they had a railway, and no doubt it 
was of immense benefit to them, and he 
wished every other district had a railway 
as well; but who were the parties who 
derived the greatest benefit from it? The 
pastoral les,;ees, who had turned their 
runs into freehold, and were now able 
to get their wool in the London mar
ket in March, when previously it had 
not even left the station at that time. 
These were the men who were reap
ing the greatest benefit from that rail
way, and they should share the taxation 
which the construction of those railways 
had placed upon the country. 'l'ake Eton 
Vale Station, and he would ask what 
Messrs. Hodgson and Rn,msay, -with 
their 69,000 acres of bnd, and with the 
railwn,y brought up to their very door, con
tributed to the revenue of Queensland? 
They contributed little .or nothing, and, in 
pi are of spending their income in the colony, 
they spent it in the mother country. And 
why should they, at the present time, visit 
the sins of such men as these, who held 
large squatterages in this country, upon the 
industrial classPs by making them pay the 
rtwenue which these men ought to pay? 
\Vith respect to the remarks of the honour
able member for Olermont, he understood 
that gentleman to say that on the black
soil plains of the Peak Downs selectors 
found that farming was simply ruinous, 
and, therefore, it was useless to embark on 
agriculture. He (.Hr. Groom) could well 
understand that, and they need not go to 
the Peak Downs for proof of such state of 
things - they had only to go to a far 
richer district, one that had been proved 
admirably suited. for agrieulture. They 
were told by the electric telegraph, the 
other day, that at Jnverell quantitiPs of 
wheat were grown, but there was no 
market because there was no outlet. 
People in Brisbane were paying £15 a ton 
for Adelaide flour, when it could be bought 
in .New England for £9 : the reason was 
that the farmers in ::'\ ew England had no 
outlet fur their produce. There was not 
a very large local consumption, and there 
wer0 no means of taking it where large 
populations were located. Everyone ac
quainted with the history of railways 
well knew that even some of the best 
districts of England would have languished 
but for the continued extension of rail
ways there. A late member of the 
House (Mr. De Satge) once gave an 
eloquent description of what Peak Downs 
would become if the House gave it a rail
way; but, without local consumption, and 
without means of getting produce to centres 
of population, he (Mr. Groom) did not 
wonder at the decline of agriculture in such 
districts. The whole of the votes polled on 
both sides during the recent election for 

Clermont was only something like 310, and 
there were more people residmg in any one 
street in Brisbane. To talk about locating 
people on areas of black soil in that neigh
bourhood was nonsense. He was amused, 
yeslerday, in taking up an English paper, 
to find an advertisement evidently inserted 
b 1 some one interested in Queensland, al
though dated from Melbourne, to the effect 
that there were some very "neat little 
farms " in the Maranoa district now for 
sale, and one of them was described as 
containing 350,000 acres of land with 16,000 
hcad of cattle; and the advertiser added 
that, if that acreage was not enough, the 
purchaser could take up other large areas 
in the neighbourhood at the price fixed by 
the Government. Such were some of the 
"neat little farms" in the Maranoa dis
trict. On the strength of railway exten
sion, those "neat little farms " had been 
advertised in the English market, although 
whether they would get a purchaser or not 
was an open question. These were not the 
20, 'tO, or 60 acre farms spoken of by the 
honourable member for Clermont, but a 
block of three hundred and fifty thousand 
acres was referred to in this advertisement 
as a "neat little farm." Having said so 
much in reply to certain imputations that 
had been thrown out, he would repeat that 
he did not care one iota to what creed a 
man belongcd, in connection with his 
labour. Ever ~ince he had been a public 
man he had been returned to the House 
by all classes and sects; and although his 
private sympathies might be with one class 
or sect more than with another, that 
fact would not prevent him from doing 
an act of justice to any class of his fellow
colonists, no matter by what means they 
chose to go to heaven. The great question 
at issue was, is the dismissal of those 
Ipswich mechanics justifiable? Looking 
at the Estimates, he noticed that the whole 
of the salaries of those men were voted up 
to the 30th .June; and it was a question 
whether a Minister of the Crown was 
justified in dismissing one hundred and 
three men without first obtaining the sanc
tion of the House. \Vhat were they here 
for? 

The PRE~IER: What are -we here for? 
Mr. GRoo~r said, if Ministers wished to 

know what their responsibilities were, he 
would refer them to the debate which had 
recently taken place in the Imperial Par
liament, on the motion of Sir Charles 
Dilke censuring the Government for not 
recalling Sir Bartle Frere, the Governor 
of the Cape of Good Hope, in declaring 
war against the Zulus without first con
sulting the home authorities. In that 
case every single paper in connection 
with the matter under discussion, even 
confidential letters between Sir Bartle
Frere and the Duke of Cambridge 
and Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, were pro-
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duced. A similar practice ought to prevail 
in this colony. With regard to the story 
about the overseer ofthe Ipswich workshops 
being in danger of his life from the dismissed 
men, he did not believe a word of it. The 
whole affair reminded him of what happened 
some time ago at Toowoomba, where a man, 
for purposes of his own, circulated a story 
that he had been attacked by a person while 
walking out at night, had stabbed him, and 
had left the knife sticking in his body. 
The police, although at once put in motion, 
failed to discover that any man in Too
woomba had been stabbed on that parti
cular night, and the whole affair was discov
ered to have been a fabrication. This story 
about the Ipswich overseer being in danger 
of his life was evidently a similar bogus 
story. He (Mr. Groom) had too high an 
opinion of the working classes to think 
that they would endanger any man's life 
because he had done his duty to his 
employers. It was the duty of the 
House to protect such a man in the 
honest discharge of his duty, and in 
justice to that man the papers ought to be 
laid upon the table. He did not mean to 
insinuate that the Premier had said what 
was not true, but he was of opinion that 
none of those men would be insane enough 
to endanger any officer's life because he 
had sent in an honest report to the Govern
ment. 

Mr. NOR TON said the honourable member 
for Toowoomba was entirely mistaken as 
to the causes that had produced the low 
price of flour in the Inverell district. 
Some three months ago he (Mr. N orton) 
passed through New England, and had an 
opportunity of hearing something with 
regard to the circumstance mentioned by 
the honourable member. There was no 
train running to Armidale, and yet it was 
true that, last February, contracts for the 
supply of flour for the whole of the year 
were made by the millers in Armidale at 
£8 per ton. In the previous year, when 
the line had not reached as far as Tarn
worth, the price of flour was exactly dou
ble, or £16 per ton. But now the Maitland 
millers were able to send their flour 
by rail to Tamworth, thence to Armidale 
by drays, and it paid them to sell it 
there at £8 a ton. Thus it would be seen 
that the extension of railway communica
tion was the cause of the low price of flour 
in New England. He obtained this infor
mation from a gentleman who had lived in 
that locality for many years, and who was 
thoroughly acquainted with the facts of 
which he spoke. He (Mr. Norton) was 
exceedingly sorry to hear the honourable 
member for Moreton attempt to distort cer
tain remarks made by the honourable 
member for Blackall, the other evening. 
His opinion was that the speech of the 
honourable member for Blackall was quite 
straightforward and honest, and he felt he 

could hardly say the same of the speech 
just delivered by the honourable member 
for Moreton ;-indeed, although he was 
but a new member, he felt disposed to 
think that it was an exceedingly crooked and 
dishonest speech. The honourable member 
for Moreton ought certainly to know that 
all the runs in the settled districts were 
open for sefection. The selectors could 
take up land on any run in the settled dis
tricts, and if that was not sufficient it was 
always within the power of the Govern
ment to throw open land in the unsettled 
districts when it was required. Such being 
the case, he thought it was very unfair of 
the honourable member for Moreton to take 
advantage of a remark made by the hon
ourable member for Clermont, that he was 
willing that certain land should be taken 
from him for purpose~ of settlement ; 
for the honourable member knew perfectly 
well that those lands could be taken from 
the honourable m~>mber for Clermont 
whether he was willing or not ;-in fact, 
the honourable member for Moreton re
minded him of a line from the poet Cow
per--

"A noisy man is always in the right." 

Mr. McLEAN said he had listened pa
tiently to the reasons adduced for the dis
missal of the men from the Ipswich work
shops, and for the refusal to produce the 
papers in connection with that question. 
The reason assigned for the latter was that 
the production of the papers might be inju
rious to the interests of the officers in 
charge of the different departments of those 
shops ; but, in his opinion, that was the 
very reason why those papers should be 
laid on the table. A statement had 
gone abroad, and was generally believed, 
that the lists supplic>d by those heads 
of departments contained only fifty-o11e 
names, whereas the number dismissed was 
one hundred and three. The men knew 
well enough that they had to go, and that 
the dismissal of at least one-half of them 
was owing to the recommendation of the 
heads of departments, and he failed to see 
why Government should not table the 
whole of the papers. There was no analogy 
whatever between this case and the dis
missal of men by the master of a private 
concern in England. However sincere the 
Government might be in their assertions, 
it was necessary to disabuse the public 
mind of the idea that there was something 
underhand in connection with these dis
missals ; and in order to do that, and to 
vindicate the officers themselves, the 
papers ought to be laid before the House. 
Even if that were done, how could the life 
of the overseer be more in danger than it 
was at presentP-what more could the men 
know than they knew already P Re be
lieved the Government were right to a 
certain extent, and that there was a 
necessity for dismi~sing a oertain number 
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of men from the Ipswich workshops; but, 
in vindication both of themselves and of 
their officers, it would be only right to 
place all papers in connection with the 
affair on the table of the House. 

Mr. BEoR said he should be sorry indeed 
to see the Government give way, and lay 
on the table the list of men recommended 
for dismissal by any of their officers. No 
doubt, in the minds of some of the dis
missed men, there existed a certain sore
ness with regard to their having been 
turned off, and some slight ill-feeling against 
the man or men who recommended their 
being so dealt with; but it would be most 
unfair and unjust to those officers to expose 
them to the effects of that soreness and 
ill-feeling. He was sorry to see that the de· 
bate had not been conducted so ingenuously 
as it might have been, and that hard words 
had been bandied about, chiefly from the 
Opposition side of the House. There could 
not he a greater want of candour than had 
been exhibited in the terms applied to the 
reason given by the Premier as to his re
luctance to place these papers on the table. 
The inference which the lPader of the Op
position appeared to draw was that, accord
ing to the Premier, a large number of the 
dismissed men were of such a character 
that they would take the law into their 
own hands and wreak their vengeance on 
the man who had recommended their 
dismissal. But the Premier's remark 
meant nothing of the kind, and no candid 
man would take it to carry that meaning. 
It simply meant that amongst those 103 
men there might be one or two of th~tt 
character, and it was most disingenuous to 
say that the Premier's assertion applied to 
the greater number of the dismissed men. 
A.n officer's life would not be safe if even 
one of those men were to take such a 
course. A.t the worst, the remark was only 
a rather strong way of saying that it would 
be unfair and unjust to the overseers to 
put. the papers on the table. The object 
of the speeches delivered at this particular 
time by honourable members of the Oppo
sition was clear, and it would be just as 
well if they would conduct their elec· 
tioneering outside the House instead of 
importing it within the walls of the 
Assembly. No doubt those speeches had 
been made with the view of producing an 
impression on persons outside the House, 
in view of a certain election which was now 
impending. 

Mr. O'SuLLIVAN had had no intention of 
speaking, but had been forced into it, and 
therefore must say something, and he was 
sorry that what he might say might be 
read because he had made no preparations 
for a speech. The honourable member for 
Moreton had referred to him, and mar
velled how it was that he had become so 
silent of late. He could easily explain 
why: his rough law. was generally de. 

livered in a way that would certainly be 
very ann?ying to the ears of a special
pleader hke the honourable member for 
.Moreton, who occasionally would rouse 
himself from his lethargy to make a great 
effort. He gave him credit for having, 
at any rate, talked very loud-he had 
talked as ably and said as little as ever 
he had before-in faGt, when it was looked 
at, it would be seen that it was a very fine 
electionel'ring speech. He (Mr. O'Sullivan) 
had another reason for keeping quiet-he 
did not care to see his name in print, and 
thought it would be a pity to deprive the 
country of the efforts of such able men as 
they had in the House. In addition, the 
brilliant speeches delivered by the younger 
members had entirely put him in the shade, 
as he was too old now to acquire habits 
of fluent speaking. If there were 
any fault to be found with the new 
House, it was that there was too much 
talking power in it. There had been six 
clays taken up with the railway business; 
they had had two motions for adjournments 
yesterday, and two that day, and one hon
ourable member had already spoken three 
times. When an honourable member ad
dressed the House for an hour and thirty
five minutes, he (Mr. O'Sullivan) was 
unable to get in a word edgeways. On 
one occasion he had said "No;" and once 
he used the phrase, ''It is a gross libel," 
and he had been lectured even for that. 
He had no objection that new and young 
members should monopolise the greater 
part of the talking-for the present, at any 
rate, but the whole of what had been said 
for the last five clays might have been 
considerably reduced. He, however, appre
ciated some of the speeches made, one being 
delivered on the A.ddress in Reply, by the 
leader of the Opposition, another by the 
honourable member for Maryborough, and 
a third by the honourable member for 
Rockhampton (Mr. Paterson). Those he 
considered the leading speeches of the 
debate on the other side; but he might 
mention another honourable member very 
eloquent and able, and he (Mr. 0';-lullivan) 
would be pardoned if he said that that 
honourable member would cut a better 
figure by carrying a little more ballast. He 
liked the speech of the honourable member 
for Rockhampton (Mr. Paterson) because 
he took no sidf', spoke like a statesman, 
and put forward ideas that he (J'vir. O'Sul
livan) had been advocating for the past 
twenty years. For himself, he sat on what
ever ~ide of the House he chose, for he was 
bound to no party. He must say that if 
certain honourable members had talked 
less and thought more during the past six 
days, they would have done more busi
ness than they had up to the present time. 
He had rArained purposely from mrddling 
at all with the debate which had taken 
place on the railway dismissals. He Q.id 
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not know what had actuated him in so 
doing, but perhaps it was that impulse of 
nature that repelled people from speaking if 
they had nothing favourable to say. "'What 
little property he had was situated in I ps
wich; and he had himself resided in that 
town for nearly thirty years, so that he had 
some interest in it. I£Ipswiddellhc should 
fall with it, and, in fact, its prosperity or its 
decline affected him as much as anybody. 
He could give an opinion about the yards 
as well as any honourable m(•mber in that 
House, except, perhaps, the honourable 
member for Ipswich (Mr. Macfarlane), and 
he should not be actuated by any moti>es 
in gi>ing that opinion. He did not know 
that the honourable member for Ipswich 
could say as much, as th1t gentleman was 
a large· store keeper and carried on a large 
business there-indeed, the honourable 
member had told the House tlutt he was 
very much interested in the dismissals; but 
he knew as well as he (Mr. 0'8ullivan) 
did that the real state of the case had not 
been put bAore the House or the country. 
'l'he great cry had b~·en-how was it that 
fine mechanics were dismissed now, when 
they would ha>e to be replaced hereafter? 
And at this point of his remarks, he must 
say that to his knowledge there were some 
as fine workmen in the Ipswich yards as 
in any part of the colony ; at the ~ame 
time, he had no hesitation in saying that 
there was as great a lot of Go>ernment 
drones as in any other part of the country. 
He knew of one instance where a man 
was getting l2s. a day for doing half-an
hour's work, and was assisted by another 
man who should ha>e been at Dunwieh 
fifteen years ago. He had said that there 
werp·as fine men in the yards as any who 
had left the United Kingdom; but really 
good men could not work in it-and he had 
found them all over the lines in I\ ew 
South vV ales-they could not put up with 
the private rules in those yards. The fact 
was that there was a society of amalga
mated engineers, a branch of the society 
at home, and they carried about with thrm 
rules, and no good man, either Scotch or 
English, could live in the yards unless he 
signed those rules ;-the result was that 
good men could not work with this 
society, and left the colony. In reality, 
the Ipswich yard was a Go>ernment within 
a Government. It was just like a little 
colony of Mormons, inside the gate of 
which one could not get unless he embraced 
Mormonism. He used that expression for 
want of a better to illustrate what he meant 
-that it was a colony within itself, and one 
which had dictated for the last six years to 
the Government, and this year they had 
actually mastered the Government. It was 
to put a stop to such a state of things that 
he had, two years ago, brought f01·ward a 
motion to disfranchise them, and he intended 
to bring it forward again during the present 

session. He had himself no personal object 
to ser>e, but he would repeat that unless a 
man signed the book of these amalga
mated engineers he could not get imide 
their gate. It had been stated several 
times in that House that the dismissed 
men would have to leave the colony 
and look for work elsewhere, and it was a 
curious thing that such statements should 

, come from an honourable member who 
knew better. "\Vhy, all the men wertJ 
house-owners ;-many of them had rent
rolls coming in to tht:'m, and one man in 
particular had his station. It was rather 
strange that an honourable member should 
say in one brc>ath that the men would 
have to leave the colony; and, in the next, 
that sixty of them had houses of their 
own-especially when the honourable 
member was aware that he (:\ir. O'Sullivan) 
knew all about it. A statement was made 
by the honourable Minister for Lands that 
there were only four people, storekeepers, 
who were benefited by all the la>ish expen
diture of money in these yardH, and he gave 
the honourable memb2r for Ipswich credit 
for receiving that statement as lightly as 
water fell off a goose's back. Those men 
neYer would Jeal with anyone in the town but 
those four storekeepers. The honourable 
member for Ipswich has lately established 
a very fine store since the unfortunate 
burning of the old building. He had a 
splendid establishment, and had stated in 
that House that he felt very keenly the dis
m~ssals of those men. He thoroughly ngreed 
w1th the honourable member, as there was 
no man in Ipswich wouldfeelitmorekeenly, 
because those men would only go to four 
stores and nowhere else. The presence 
of those men in the workshops was always 
a drawback to the majority of the people 
of Ipswich, who were for that reason against 
them. Those four storekeepers went to 
the yards at the end of every month, and 
some of them sent in bills for thousands of 
pounds, and by doing such a large trade 
they could undersell e>eryone else, for the 
very discount they allowed for ready cash 
would amount to as much in a year as 
would keep another storekeeper whose 
doors these men neYer darkened. This 
monopoly was carried to such a degr~e that 
the Jews had to leave Ipswich; and from 
that fact alone it would be inferred that he 
had not exaggerated in speaking of those 
storokecpers, in competition with whom no 
one could live. That was onl' great reason why 
the people of Ipswich were against loafers 
being in that yard. He used the word 
loafer not because he liked it, but because 
he wanted to make himself under~tood. 
If those railway yards were thoroughly 
cleared out, as they should ha Ye bt~en 
during the last ten years, everyone could 
live, and Ipswich would be much irnpt·oved; 
and the more that went away the better 
Ipswich would be. Although he believed 
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the yard contained a. good many more than 
were wanted, and that more would have to 
go, he had no doubt that a few mistakes 
had been made in this number of 103; 
but it was only natural that some mistakes 
should be made. Among those 103 men 
there were many good men, but there were 
none who could not be replaced, with one 
or two exceptions. Great stress had been 
laid by the honourable member for Ipswich 
on the fact of some good carpenters being 
sent away; but they could not live in the 
yards for the reason he had stated. He 
quite agreed with the honourable member 
for Enoggera (~fr. Rutleclge) that creed 
should not be introduced into the debate, 
ancl those who had known him long knew 
that he (:\fr. U'Sullivan) never mentioned 
such a thing in that House; but it had 
been referred to a few times by honour
able members, and therefore it was well 
to be candid. He believed there were 
about 330 men employed in the yards. 
In consequence of a cry having got about 
he hacl made inquiries, and he found that 
in those yards there were twenty-five 
Catholics ; and, following up the matter, 
he learnt that they were employed in the 
meanest and lowest capacities. JYiost of 
them were only earning 6s. Gd. a clay, but, 
as a few were getting 7s. 6cl., the averag0 
was brought up to not quite 7s. a day
which would make a sum of £35 a month 
for those twenty-five men. Now, he could 
point out two men in that yard who were 
get1 ing, between them, more salary than 
those twenty-five men. He found, also, on 
examination, that in all departments of the 
colony of Queensland the Catholics were 
placed in the same position- where the 
bread was thickly buttered they never got 
a taste of it, but wherever there was a dirty 
bit of pick-and-shovel work they were busy 
at it. He had no;v done with that subject 
for ever, but was prepared to prove every 
word he had uttered. The whole mattcr 
of the custom in that workshop was put 
into a nutshell by the able and eloquent 
Hpeeeh of the honourable .Minister for 
vVorks when he said that out of thirteen 
painte:s three only were tracl~smen : th~t 
asserhon had not been contraclwted, and 1t 
was an example of the whole state of the 
yard. He knew one instance in which a 
man, who already had about eight and 
twenty relations in the workshops, had 
kept a situation open while he scnt home 
to England for a friend to fill it. The 
vacancy was kept dark from the Ministry 
of the day until four days after the man 
arrived, when it was found that a man for 
that }Josition could not be done without. 
"\V as it not strange that the working-men 
of the colony should be called upon to pay 
for those loafers? It had been clearly 
shown that there were men there who 
should be at Dunwich-men seventy or 
eighty years o£ age-who might be seen 

going about the yard with a little hammer 
knocking here and there. "\Yhen a favoured 
man came he was not sent to work for 
6s. ud. a day, like the unfortunates were, 
but was given a lump of cotton to oil the 
works or a little brush to dust them. His 
price was Ss. or 10s. a day, while the man 
who worked as hard as a labourer got only 
6s. Gel. \Vith regard to the road-parties, 
the men were in the same position. It was 
well known in Ipswich that the overseer 
would not employ a man who did 
not go to a particular store, and 
that no shovel purchased anywhPre else 
was any gooll for picking up a shovelful 
of gravel. It was notorious that eighty
seven or eighty-five applications had been 
found from a gl'ntleman, who had been 
a member of the House, to the overseer. 
"\Vhen the word came back that there was 
no room, the answer was, "You must 
make room." Was it not a notorious fact 
that some men could not get employed 
until they got £20 or £30 into the store
keeper's debt? Then the storekeeper would 
say, "Come .Jack, I'll try you another way. 
It's no use my bringing you to the court, 
ancl I don't like appearing against my cus
tomers. "\V e'll enter into an agreement-I'll 
get you a situation, and you shall pay me £1 
a-week and go on dealing with me." The 
agreement was made, and the loafer went 
into the yard. Such men should not be 
encouraged at the cost of the working-man. 
'Vho was so independent as the working. 
man ?-he never went to the Government 
for a billet, but earned his living by the 
sweat of his brow. He (Mr. O'Sullivan) 
would never let any children of his go into 
the Government service, because it woulcl 
knock all energy out of them and destroy 
their self-reliance: he would tell them, 
rather, that they were not to be pensioners 
and lazy humbugs, but were to go into 
the country and earn their living. This 
was a new colony, and the object of Parlia
ment had always been to promote settle
ment by throwing open the lands of the 
colony. Now, he believed that that yard 
at Ipswich had clone more injury to settle
ment in 'Vest Moreton than anything else 
in the colony, because it had paid men 
better to give up their farms and live as 
pensioners inside the yard. It had pro
duced another bad effect. The standard of 
wages had been raised by the Government 
there and at other places-though he would 
never wish nor consent to the reducti<>n of 
wages below the leYel at which a man could 
live comfortably-and the effect was to 
draw settlers from their farms in order to 
get the 16s. and l9s. a-clay which was in 
many cases paid. This paralyzed all other 
workshops in the colony. For instance, a 
blacksmith in the yard would get 12s. for 
eight hours' work; outside, a man who had 
to get his living could only afford to give 
10s. for ten hours' work ;-so that it would 
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be found the Government were paying 50 
per cent. more than the tradesman out
side. Men in Ipswich, therefore, com
plained bitterly that they could not com
pete with the Government ; and he had 
heard that Mr. Smellie had made a similar 
complaint. As a general rule, he (Mr. 
O'Sullivan) would not wish to see 
a lower rate of wages in the colony; but 
he considered the Go>ernment standard 
should be lower than that of anyone else 
in the colony, so that the prospect of a 
Government billet should not be an inducP
ment as it now was. People should be 
taught to earn their own living indepPndent 
of the Government. The true principle 
was that of the contractors- namely, that 
wages should be proportionally lower as 
the work was sure and continuous. A 
stonemason or blacksmith got more wages 
than (L carpenter, and outside men invari
ably got more than inside men, because 
tradesmen who worked outside could only 
work in dry weather, whereas those inside 
could work always. A stonemason might 
get 12s. a day, and a carpenter only 10s.; 
but at the end of the year it would be 
found that one had earned as much as the 
other. The less inducement there was 
to look for Government billets the 
more foundries and manufactories would 
be established; but how could a specula
tive man begin here while the Government 
were keeping up such a high rate of wages? 
That was not the way to lay the foun
dation of the colony. The young boy 
now, in the fashion of the times, 
could not handle a plough, and consi
dered it a disgrace to be seen, whip 
in hand, driving a team of bullocks. His 
education was too high ; he was a bigger 
man than his father, and thought " that old 
devil of a father, what's he? "-in fact, he 
was too big for his boots. On the Hawkes
bury and the Hunter there was not a man 
whose children could not milk a cow, 
thresh, dig potatoes, wash their father's 
clothes · but there was nothing of that in 
the colo'ny, wher.e the children were growing 
up a colony of swells in consequence of the 
inducements held out by the Government 
in keeping up a high standard of wages. 
He thought he had said enough to let the 
House understand what he meant, at any 
rate; whether he was able to let the 
country know was another thing. He had 
given his opinion candidly. He was as 
deeply interested in this matter as anyone 
else, and before he fini~hed he would say 
this-that, if the present Government did 
nothing else before they resigned their 
seats than the clearing out of the Ipswich 
yard, their action would never ·be for
gotten-they had conferred a higher 
favour on the actual working men of the 
colony than any of their predecessor~. 
Several Governments had seen the ne
cessity of doing what they had done, but 

had not the courage. It was patent all 
over the Australian colonies that the 
Civil Service was overburdened- in 
fact, the members of it had the com
mand in thei~ hands. He was reading 
some correspondence on the matter, and 
had con>ersations with honourable mem
bers. There was scarcely a member on 
either side that did not agree with him 
that the Civil Service should be disfran
chised; but they said " vVho will take the 
bull by the horns." He was determined to 
carry on the proceedings of the colony 
without fear or favour, and a seat in 
Parliament was of slight consideration to 
him when he believed he was doing right. 
When he heard these inquiries he said 
he would take the bull by the horns, and 
if he v.·as spared again he would bring the 
matter of the disfranchisement of the 
Ch·il Senice before the House this session. 
At his election for Stanley, amongst the 
most prominent questions put to him 
was this one, "Now, will you vote 
against the Ci>il Servants?" and he 
said, "Be J as us, I will, the moment I get 
into the House." \Vhat was the con
sequence? Was it likely the farmers 
and growPrs of \Vest Moreton could not 
see the force of his answer, and thltt it was 
wrong to put them outside the pale of the 
Ipswich workshops, to grow Cltbbages and 
eschalots for the garrison within, like Chi
namen? They were the men who contributed 
mainly to pay the taxes, and the consequence 
was hg was returned by a majority of 250, 
which was the largest, perhaps, with the 
exception of that obtained by the Minister 
for vVorks. He would conclude by saying 
that what he had now stated was in 
good faith. He deeply sympathised with 
these men. Anythin~ that had taken 
place was not owing to their fault. 
'l'hey had been put in the workshops by 
bad management and bad administration, 
and Governments had been influenced by 
outside members. He knew a member of 
Parliament in Ipswich, and had known the 
time when that member could get a broom 
elected by putting a hat on it; and when
ever he had a job to look after he went into 
Parliament, retiring v.·hen the work was 
done. The best administration of the 
Government were the steps which they had 
taken to clear the "Ipswich stable." He 
did not wish to say anything harsh to the 
honourable member for Toowoomba, as 
they were on good terms ; but he had for
gotten himself when he stated that he harl 
never said anything against the Ipswich 
yards. He had had many conversations 
with him about these yards, and if they had 
a thorough enemy the honourable member 
had been one for the last six years. 

Mr. MESTON said he could scarcely 
avoid beginning his speech with an anec
dote of what happened in America at the 
time of the small-pox. One of the Ameri-
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eai1 papers then stated that any person 
taking it for twelve months would secure 
immunity from the epidemic. Several wrote 
to say they would prefer the small-pox 
to the paper. He believed that, if the 
small-pox were the alternative they had 
to accept to the continuance or the 
debate, they would vote for the epi
demic. He would, in the first place, 
l'Orrect a remarkable arithmetical problem 
which had been propounded by the honour
able member who had just sat down, "ho 
told them that, in the Ipswich workshops, 
twenty-five men were employed at 7s. per 
clay; that altogether they were getting £35 • 
per month, and that two men were in the 
same shop who were getting the same salary. 
According to the arithmetic he had been 
taught, t\Venty-five men at 7s. per day would 
receive £52 10s. pJr week; consequently 
there were two men in the workshops who 
were receiving £1,200 per year : if this was 
the case, he certainly thought their salaries 
should be at once reduced. In reference 
to the remarks of the honourable members 
for Clermont and l\Iackay, that there was 
land which was not fitted for pasture which 
was suitable for cultivation, he had to say 
that scrub land was the only land which 
would come under this description. He 
bdievecl that the land which the honour
able member for Clermont meant was that 
which was occasionally liable to be flooded. 
He woulu not refer to his speech further, 
believing that the honourable member 
would prove himself to be one of the most 
gt>ntlemanly and successful speakers in 
the House, after he had gained a little 
more experience. He wished to call 
attention to the high-toned and dignified 
answers that he had received from the 
.Minister for Lands, in reply to questions 
which he had put to him that day. The 
honourable gentleman said-

" In answer to questions Nos. 1 and 2, I 
have to refer the honourable member to the 
EsLima tes far 1879 ." 

The honourable gentlem'an might just as 
well have referred him to the archives of 
his office. He trusted that this divinely
gifted modernAristidcs would return a simi
larly dignified and polite answer when he 
was next asked any question. These 
answers, however, were but on a par with 
the secresy which the Government had 
observed in the furnishing the Opposition 
with information regardmg the dismis
sals of the men in the Ipswich work
shops. He could scarcely find a parallel 
for their conduct, except in the Council of 
Ten at Venice, who permitted nothing to 
be known of their deliberations, and 
carried on communication with the out
side world by means of a tube. If 
Ministers W· re not prepared to give 
information when asked in their places in 
the House, he would recommend that the 

best thing they could do was to fit up a tele
phonic apparatus between that Chamber 
and their otlices, so that they might com
municate their replies to honourable mem
bers without having to come to the House. 
·with regard to the policy of retrenchment 
or the Government, he had already recog
nised how hopeless it was to attempt to turn 
the Government from their purpose in the 
direction of railway construction; but, 
with regard to their policy of retrench
ment, he would not, in alluding to the 
dismissals from the workshops,. touch upon 
"creeds," not caring what a man's creed 
was-whether as a Pantheist he worshipped 
the universe, or as a Calabar warrior he 
said his prayers to a calabash. He 
would ask, were these wholesale dismis
sals of the men the first step in that 
grand scheme of retrenchment that would 
make the people look with wrapt admiration 
upon the dazzling intellect possessed by the 
gentlemen who occupied the Treasury 
benches, who usurped them, he might say
for, if the country were polled to-morrow, 
the result would be to place these five gen
tlemen on the Opposition benches ? If the 
Government were thoroughly in earnest, 
why did they swoop like an eagle upon 
these workshops and dismiss 130 workmen? 
-why did they not begin with the £500, 
£600, and £700 a-year men, who were 
receiving payment to while away their time 
in the Brisbane clubs, and who, when they 
were -required in their offices, had to be 
sent for by messengers? If the Govern
ment went in for retrenchment there, they 
should have his firmest support; but he 
held that the dismissal of the working-men 
at the present time was a public calamity, 
whenl,200 immigrants were on their way out, 
and hunureds of men were walking about 
the country without the prospect o£ ob
taining employment. What did .John Bright 
do during the cotton famine ?-he put the 
whole of his operatives on half pay: and he 
believed that all the men in the Ipswich 
workshops, including the locomotive super
intendent, would agree to half-time em
ployment until the prospects were better. 
But with the misguided action of the Gov
ernment 'he could scarcely refrain from 
thinking that never did Rome oE the Re
public look back to the days of the N eros, 
nor the people of England to the days 
of Castlereagh or Praise-God Barebones 
and the Rump Parliament, with a more 
profound gratitude that those days were 
over, than would the people of Queensland 
of the future look back upon 1879 and 
.Praise-God Perkins and the Secret 
Ministry. 

Mr. KELLETT said that at the beginning 
of the debate he had not intended to speak, 
but as it was likely to last another even
ing his words would not prolong it much. 
The debate had been given rise to by the 
reading of part of a letter written by a M1·, 
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Hardgravcs. .A.n honourable member was 
anxious to know who this gentleman was, 
and he could tell him: Mr. Hardgraves 
was another of those Ipswich store
keepers who had been so well illustrated 
b_y the senior member for Stanky. 
He was another of those gentlemen who, 
for speeial reas0m, took a great interest in 
the railway workshops--one of th<' four or 
five storekeepers who had been ruling the 
roast in Ipswich for many years past, and 
who, as vms well known to many honour
able members, had caused a great deal 
of trouble in that House before. '!.'hey 
f0und, now, that their day was nearly gone 
by. It had been conclusively proved by 
the late elections in that district that their 
sun was nearly set, but they were men who 
liked to have a dying kick. '!.'hey thought, 
no doubt, that they might get on their 
legs again, but he could tell them, 
and his constituents could tell the House 
and the country, that they would have 
those men no longer. There were a lot of 
men in Ipswich who combined storekeeping 
with preaching ; they were great men at 
that sort of work. and made use of this re
ligion as a cloak to cover a great many 
misdeeds; and he could say that some of them 
could not be relied on for any statement they 
made-he could positively assert that. He 
had asserted it before in other public 
places, and those men could not deny it. 
'l'hese were the reasons why these men 
took so much interest in the railway work
shops. He could state for a fact that men 
could not get employment in those works 
unless they dealt in the stores of those 
men. That was the real grievance-it hurt 
their feelings to think that those railway 
men should be dismissed, and brought them 
into action because they would suffer in 
their pockets. There was no other reason. 
Both himself and his colleague (Mr. O'Sul
livan) were as much grieved as any one 
could be for the dismissal of any good 
workmen. Ever since his honourable col
league had been in the House he had advo
cated th l interests of the working- nen, and 
he was satisfied that he would continue to 
do so, and that he would not sit on any side 
of the House unless he was convinced that 
their interests would be well looked after. 
That honourable gentleman and himself 
were returned by the labouring men of the 
district for a specific purpose, and that 
was to put out the late Ministry. That was 
the general feeling of the country, and 
especially of the districts they represented, 
and he was happy to say they succeeded 
in accomplishing it. Of course,. honour
able gentlemen opposite did not like it, be
cause they had been in office for many 
years and had had a nice time of it, and 
wished to keep therealittlelonger. He could 
say that, apart from thPsc few storekeepers 
and the workmen dismissed, there was no 
feeling in Ipswich except that it was right 

and proper that the services of these men 
should be dispensed with. Yesterday he 
was talking to an intelligent tradesman in 
Ipswich, an employer of labour, and this 
man asked him whether these men would 
be dismissed, LPcause he had heard !hat 
they would not P HG> (:\fr. Kellett) assured · 
him that they would, because the pre
sent Government werP not men who said 
one thing to-day and did another thing to
morrow; and this man rPplied that he 
was very glad to hear it, because 
tradesmPn in Ips>Vich had been hardly able 
to get a liYing, as the rate of wages paid in 
those workshops was so high that it pre
Yented them from getting work done at a 
fair rate. He was sorry for any man who 
was dismissed who could not get work, but 
he was satisfied that the greater part of these 
men would get wurk. Jl.fany of them were 
independent of the workshops, and it would 
be much better for them to work upon their 
properties about Ipswich that were lying 
waste,and more profitable to the country than 
idling their time away in those workshops. 
It was evident that the speeches to-night 
were not so much for these men as for elec
tioneering purposes. Ho had never heard 
stated more purely ek~;t.ioneering speeches 
on any hustings than he had heard on this 
occasion, and lwnoura ble gentlemen opposite 
could not deny it. '!.'hey had also heard it 
stated that £1,000 had been subscribed to 
carry on the contest agaimt the late member 
for :Fortitude Valley, and that., taken in con
junction with these speeches, showed 
clearly what was the object in talking 
about the poor working-man. Rut what 
did the late Government do whPn they wore 
in office, and when they could have assisted 
the poor man by putting him upon the 
lands of the colony? They did not attempt 
to do anythir.g of the sort; but, on the 
contrary, they reduced his holdings and 
threw open the yery worst description of 
land in the colony for farmers to go upon. 
'!.'hey stopped the cultivation of the land, 
and the prospects of the country, in evpry 
way they possibly could. They did that for 
which, if it had been done by this side of 
the HousP, they would not haYe remained 
in offic;) for twenty-four hours-they put 
up for s>tle by auetion, in large blocks, 
some of the very best lands in the colony, 
and sold them to the pastoral tenants. In 
fact, they forced those gentlemen to buy 
the land that they would rather have left 
alone; and when they heard about the fine 
crops that were grown about Roma, he 
could say that this agriculture was con
fined to a few little spots, because the 
large holders hacl got all the valuable 
land. The late Government, by their 
action in this respect, had completely 
destroyed the rising town of Roma. 
The country there, which was excellent 
agricultural country, should have been 
thrown open in small lots, so that it might 
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be taken up by bond fide agriculturists; 
but now either one of two things must be 
done-either the town of Homa must 
move out towards Mitchell or somewhere 
else, or these large holders must be in
duced to cut their holdings up into small 
blocks and sell them at a profit to the work
ing-men of the country. He tHought, if it 
were possible, that some exchange should 
be made in the interests of selectors and 
the working-men about Roma, in order to 
try and get back that land and throw it 
open; or, if necessary, even make a present 
of it to bond fide farmers, sooner than have 
it lying comparatively waste, as it was at 
present. He believed the men of Forti
tude Valley were quite intelligent enough 
to see what all these speeches meant, and 
what was the reason of this tirade to-night. 
\Vith regard to his honourable colleague 
(Mr. 0' ::lullivan), he could say that 
every working man believed in him, be
cause he was a bona fide working man 
himself-one who had raised himself by 
the work of his hands to the position 
he now held, who had been able to rear up 
his family and give them the b2st educa
tion attainable, and that at his own expense 
and not at the expense of the country ; 
and he hoped other mPn would follow his 
example. He (Mr. Kellett) was in the 
hope that the word "liberal" would not be 
started again because he thought it stunk 
in the nostrils of the whole country. 
Honourable members opposite had bPen 
liberal in nothing but buying supporters 
in order to keep themselves in the position 
they occupied for five years. .In ordPr to 
Jo that they had run the country into debt, 
and they now quarrdled with other men 
who had courage to come forward and do 
that which was necessary to relieve the 
country from its present distress. The 
affairs of the country were such that they 
required in the Government sterling 
men-men who were not afraid to risk 
their seats in that House, but men of 
position and standing, who had been sent 
there by the unanimous vote of the 
conntrv; and he hoped for the sake of 
the country they would long remain thert?. 
At the same time, he was glad to see on 
the Opposition benches gentlemen of con
siderable ability and experience, and he 
hoped that they would allow the business 
of the couutry to go on, pas~ing fair 
c1iticisms upon all the actions of the Gov
ernment. He thought tht•re could be no 
greater danger than to have a GovC'rnment 
too strong, or an Opposition too weak, be
ea use even the best men in the country, if 
they were too long in power, would every 
day get a little more corrupt. He hoped 
honourable gentlemen opposite would not 
indulge in any~hing but fair criticism, and 
allow the busmess of the country to be 
proceeded with. 

Mr. DICKSON said he thought the Minis
try by this time must be convinced that 

they were not taking the right course to 
facilitate the business of that Chamber. 
The debate to-night had taken a very 
discursive turn. It arose primarily on the 
disinclination of the Government to lay 
certain llapPrs upon the table, anJ he need 
not say tlmt, if the Premier had allowcll 
thoge pap~rs to be produced, the debate 
during the last two nights would have been 
prevented. He trusted that honourable 
gentlemen would now see the propriety of 
adopting moderate counsels. He (:\lr. 
Dickson) did not wish to occupy the time 
of the House, and would be hn11py to 
n•sume his seat if the honourable gentle
man would say that he was pre1mrcd to 
accede to the wishes of the majority of the 
Chamber; because he was satisfied that, if 
all honourable members of the Honsewould 
leave party feelings aside, they would say 
that it was right that these papers should 
be laid upon the table. He regretted 
that the honourable gentleman still did 
not see his way to do what he (\lr. 
Dickson) thought a gentleman occupying 
such a high position should at once accede to. 
He must know very well that the with
holding of the papers could only be at
tributed to a desire to maintain secresy 
for fear of exposing their con tents to the 
public gaze. He regretted having to make 
these remarks--he did not like to intro
clnce anything like vituperation in his 
observations, but at the same time he felt 
very strongly that the privilPgcs of that 
Chamber were being SPt at nought to a 
great extent by the refusal of the Premier 
to prolluee those papers. He could assure 
that gentleman that that was not the way 
in which the business of the llountry 
would be facilitated, because he was satis
fied, from the determint"d tone of hon
ourable members on his side of the 
House, that unless the papers were 
produced this would not by any 
means be the last night of the debate. 
'l'he Ministry themselvrs were entirely to 
blame for maintaining a position which was 
wholly indefensible. It must be admitted 
that there were very peculiar circumstances 
in eonnection with these papers, and the 
position assumed by the Ministry would 
len,d persons to consider that there must be 
some vPr,y strong reasons for the inconsis
tencyoftheirspeech and actions. This debate 
arose through the honourable member for 
Ipswich tabling a motion for the production 
of these papers-a very propPr and reason
able proceeding on the part of that honour
able member as the representative of the 
town where the dismissal ofthe workmen had 
bee11 notified. In the debate on the night 
following, the l\1 inister for \Vorks alluded 
to the existence of certain reports forwarded 
to him by the superint<'ndent of works, 
saying, amongst other things-

" I have a recommendation now lying in the 
'.V arks Office which enables me to discharge an 
even larger number of subordinates than is pro· 
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posed, and which recommendation I have not 
yet acted on. And now what is all their cry 
about the dismissals ? " 

And further on the hononrable gentleman 
said-

" The information concerning these men was 
obtained, first, from the local superintendent, 
n~xt from the Commissioner of Railways, and 
next from the clerk in charge." 

The Minister for vVorks was perfectly cog
nizant of the notice of motion given by the 
honourable member for Ipswich, and yet 
he did not say that he would not phce the 
papers on the table. If the Government 
had at that time entertained any doubts as 
to the propriety of tabling those papers, 
the Minister for \Vorks ought to have inti
mated that such was the case, on the ground 
that the production of the papers would be 
injurious to the public interests. That was 
not done, and the motion was allowed to 
remain on the notice paper, the impression 
being that it would be allowed to go as 
formal; but when the motion was called 
on it was objected to by the Ministry 
themselves. \Yhen the subject was re
introducecl on the following day, by the 
honourable member for Maryborough, the 
Premier interjected, "You shall not 
have the papers," or words to that 
effect; and the Colonial Secretary endea
voured to make the House believe that there 
were no papers on the subject in existence 
worth laying on the table. The honour
able gentleman did not distinctly say so, 
but that was the substance of his remarks. 
He (Mr. Dickson) would also refer to a 
pointed question put, last night, by the hon
ourable member for Rockhampton to the 
Minister for \Vorks, and which yet re
mained unanswered. That question ap
peared in Hansard as follows, although it 
was not exactly in the form put by the 
honourable member-

" He would like to ask the Minister for 
Works whether he was in a position to deny 
that he himself had asked a superintendent or 
superintendents of the workshops at Ipswich to 
8end papers recommending these dismismls, or 
many of them, and that the superintenclent had 
to do it ? Could the honourable member ex
plain that ?" 
The exact form of the question, as he had 
been informed by the honourable member, 
was this:-

"He would like to ask the Minister for 
Works whether he was in a position to deny 
that he had asked the superintendent, or super· 
intendents, of the workshops at Ipswich to send 
in papers recommending these or other dis
missals, and that the superintendents relnsed to 
sign them." 

The MINISTER FOR WoRKS: Does the 
honourable member wish for a reply to that 
question P 

Mr. DrcKsoN : Certainly. 
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I deny it. 

1fr. DrcKsoN said he was satisfied with 
the denial, and his satisfaction would 
be complete if the Premier would adopt 
a similar course, and at once say he 
had no objection to place these papers on 
the table. That would end the discussion, 
and enable the House to proceed with the 
Government business. But the Premier 
had made matters worse by giving as a 
reason for his refusal to table the papers, 
a statement which might imply that those 
Ipswich workmen were so demoralised that 
if they were dismissed from their situations 
the lives of their superior officers were un
safe. If such were really the case, he 
(Mr. Dickson) should recommend the dis
missal of the. whole lot of them. It was 
a very unjust imputation to be cast on 
the men by the Premier of the colony-an 
imputation which, to his mind, added insult 
to injury. Such a statement, coming from 
the Premier, must necessarily be looked 
upon as one of great importance, and he 
certainly ought to make the amende honor
able, and explain that he did not mean to 
convey the impression that those men were 
of such a bloodthirsty character. This was 
not a question of the Ipswich workshops 
merely, but whether Ministers should or 
should not withhold from Parliament infor
mation which it deemed desirable to have. 
If they considered that State reasons com
pelled them to withhold the papers, they 
had certainly not made good that very 
extreme position ; and without making it 
good their action was most unjustifiable. 
A good deal of extraneous matter had been 
introdured during the debate, and the 
responsibility for much of this rested with 
the Premier, who, instead of confining his 
remarks to the comments of the honour
able member who introduced the motion 
for adjournment, insisted on giving reasons 
for the dismissal of the men. He could 
not allow the Premier's remarks on that 
subject to pass without commevt. The 
old cry had been reiterated, " There 
is no more money in the Treasury, and 
the country is not in a position to 
stand taxation." Although the circum
stances of the colony were straitened 
at present, he did not think they were re
duced to that low position that they could 
not increasP their revenue; or that their 
credit was so diminished in the money 
market that they could not, if necessary, 
obtain means to proceed with railway con· 
struction. When the Premier proposed 
his grand schBme for a three-million loan, 
he dwelt upon the construction of branch 
railways, for which he intended to provide 
£350,000. Had the honourable gentleman 
been true to himself, he could not then 
have been false to any other man. Had he 
been true to his professions, he would have 
found it necessary to maintain in office the 
very men he was now dismissing for the con
struction of these branch lines ; and there· 
fore he was visiting upon his workmen 
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throughout the colony the effects of his 
receding from the position he took up when, 
at the end of last sefision, he intimated 
that the circumstances of the colony were 
then such as to justify another loan of 
three millions. Instead of doing so, the 
Premier was merely endeavouring to make 
both ends meet by dismissing a number of 
men from Government employment. Was 
it the proper way to remove the present 
severe depression by increasing the ranks of 
the unemployed, a,nd so increasing th~ gene
ral distrGss throughout the colony? The 
dismissal of 150 men was at the present 
time a very serious matter, not merely 
from a local bnt from a general point of 
view. The end of the financial year was 
approaching, and the Colonial Treasurer 
would shortly have to make his financial 
statement: would it not have been better 
for the Premier to have awaite'd that occa
sion, and then have given reasons for the 
reduction of the number of people em
ployed in the diffc'rent Government es
tablishments, and thereupon introduce-d 
the whole question of reducing the 
ranks, not only of these operatives 
but of the Civil Service itself ? After 
the financial statement and the indication 
of his g"neral policy, ther0 could have been 
no possibl0 objection, if the House had 
none, to the honourable gentleman's carry
ing out his reforms ; but when he was on 
the eve of making that financial statement, 
he might very prudently have abstained 
from this immediate reform, and from 
committing himself to such expressions as 
that the pruning-knife would have to go 
deeper yet, and thereby depriving a large 
number of people in the Government 
employ, probably, of their subsistel)ce. 
However, he (:.Vir. Dickson) did not wish 
to dilate more than was necessary 
upon this matter, but he would 
again urge upon the Premier a 
policy of moderation. It was an in
auspicious commencement of his ad
ministration and this Parliament for the 
Premier to take up a defiant attitude 
against the other side of the House when 
they asked for reasonable information and 
he withheld it. A policy of retaliation 
might commence. Ho would be sorry to 
see it; but so long as he was a member of 
the House he would, without any wish to 
embarrass the Government, join other 
members in insisting on the privileges 
of the Chamber being observt>d, and 
in obtaining from the Government that 
amount of information the Home ought to 
possess. He did not make these re
marks as a throat, and would be indeed 
sorry to see any p11rty c11rry out a policy of 
that sort. At the same time, he deprecated 
the Government placing tlwmselves in the 
position they had and rt>fusing reasonable 
information which had been asked for. lie 
would again repeat that, in the dismissal of 
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the workmen throughout the colony with
out the production of the papers that had 
been asked for, the probity of the Govern
ment remained very questionable. Under 
these circumstances ,he should like to see 
the Ministry reconsider the propriety of 
complying with the request of the House. 
The member for Stanley made a few 
remarks, and he (Mr. Dickson) would 
say briefly that his disclosures, while they 
obtained a considerable amount of atten
tion, were remarkable in one respect-it 
did seem singular that the honourable 
member should not have made these dis
closures earlier. The workshops were not 
the creation of yesterday or to-day ; 
yet he had been several sessions in 
Parliament, and it was only this even
ing the honourable member made known 
the dreadful enormities and abuses which 
he said had prevailed in Ipswich. Al
though the honourable member for Stan
ley might have the courage to tell his 
electors he would not vote for a particular 
policy, he evidently had not the courage to 
tell tlH' House and the country formerly that 
these a buses existed. How could the honour
able member reconcile this with the duty he 
owed to the House and the country? If 
all the charges he had made were true, he 
had certainly not discharged the duty 
which was expected of him, by not making 
what had taken place known to the Govern
ment of the day. 'fhe Government, how
ever, were obdurate; and, while a deter
mined position was at all times to be 
admired and commended, an obstinate 
position, where men like the Ministry re
fused to justify themselves either by their 
speeches or the production of documents 
asked for, was an equivocal and undignified 
position for any Ministry to maintain. 

Question for adjournment put and nega
tived. 

SUPPLY-COMMITTEE. 
On the motion of the PREMIER, the 

House went into Committee of Supply. 
The PREMIER said that under ordinary 

circumstances he could not have asked the 
committee to go on with the business he 
proposed to take at this time, had it not 
been that the circumstances of this case 
were something extraordinary. At any 
rate, he had not heard of anything which 
had formed a precedent in the Parliament 
of England or the colonies. At the end of 
last year-a bout N ovember-the Estimates 
were voted for the whole year by the House, 
but afterwards an appropriation was taken 
for only one-half the amount voted. The 
House when it met again in January were 
therefore presented with half the Esti
mates, which, although they had passed the 
House, were not appropriated. Those same 
Estimates he now again brought down. 
They were the same as passed in N ovem
ber last for the whole year, and the same as 
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were presented by the late Government in 
January. Discussion could scarcely arise 
on them, bPcause the understanding was so 
clear that the Government were authorised 
to carry on, at all events, on terms equal 
to those understood in November lasG. 
The financial year was pretty close up, and 
he presumed that, instead of prolonging the 
session by any discussion on these Esti
matE's, honourable mPmbers would wait 
until the Estimates for the coming year 
were before them. He de;,ired-which was 
consistent with the actions of the House
to ask honourable members to pass the 
Estimates as a matter of form, as every 
item in them had been already considered 
and passed, and every item would also be 
considered in the Estimates for the coming 
year, which would be presented to the 
House in a few days. He had only just 
made the motion that the Estimates be 
printed, which was necessary before they 
could be put into the hands of honourable 
members ; but, as a matter of fact, they had 
been in the hands of honourable memb.'rs 
of that and the other Chamber for the last 
six months. He did not know what the 
honourable leader of the Opposition would 
say to the course he proposed to follow-, 
perhaps he would agree to the gross sum of 
£572,987 being voted? 

:Th-1r. GRIFFITH: No, no. 
The PRE~IER would, then, take them in 

lump sums. He begged to move-That 
there be granted for the service of the 
latter half -of the vear 1878-79 the sum of 
£7,291 10s. for the Executive and Legis
lative Departments. 

Mr. GRIFFITH concurred with the hon
ourable gentleman that it was not desirable 
to have a discussion on these Estimates, 
which were passed in detail by the late 
House and would under ordinary circum
stances have been covered by an Appro
priation Act; at the same time, he did not 
see why they should be taken in a lump 
sum, as honourable members might wish 
for information concerning some of the de
partments. He might remark that the 
Estimates were those of the late Govern
ment, and bore the signature of the hon
ourable member for Enoggera (Mr. Dick
son) ;-the honourable Treasurer might, at 
least, have put his name to them. 

The PREMIER said that on the copy sent 
to His Excellency the Governor his name 
appeared, but it was unnecessary to have 
all the Estimates reprinted for the sake of 
having his name appt'nded to them. 

Mr. DrcKSON asked whether it was the 
honourable gentleman's intention to cover 
thPse Estimates with an Appropriation 
Bill, so as to bring the account down to the 
end of the year. or to leave it till the 
Appropriation Bill for the coming financial 
year? 

The PRE~IER said he had not given the 
matter very mature consideration, but, so 

far as he had considered it, he had eome to 
the conclusion to ask for an Appropriation 
Bill for the amount of the Estimates he 
held in his hand that day. 

Question put and passed. 
On the motion that a sum of £146,103 be 

granted for the Colonial Secretary's De
partment, 

Mr. GHIFFITH said it was rumoured that 
grl'at changcs were to take place in the 
Agent-General's Office, and that a great 
many officers had been dismissed. He 
should like to have some information on the 
subject. 

Tlie CoLONIAL SECRETARY said that 
none of the officers on the Estimates before 
the Committee had been dismissed. Some 
of the offil·ers at home had bPen dispensed 
with, but they did not appear on these Esti
mates. 

The PREMIER thought it would be more 
convenient not to adjust the Estimates 
now, but to pass them as printed, as the 
money would not be spent if it was not re
quired for the purpose for which it was 
voted. 

Mr. GRIFFITH explained that he did not 
ask the question with the view of reducing 
the Estimates, but mPrely for information. 

Question put and passed. 
Question-That a sum of £11,138 be 

granted for the Department of the Ad
ministration of Justice-put and passed. 

On the motion that a sum of £57,087 10s. 
be granted for the Department of Public 
Instruction, 

Mr. GmFFITH said that a question had 
arisen before he left the Education De
partment· about an orphanage at '1 owns
ville, and he should like to know how it 
was settlPd. As far as he could rPmem
ber there was some misunderstanding, 
through correspondence conductt'd by 
telegraph. A sum of £5UO had been 
voted, but a misunderstanding arose, 
and he was curious to know whether it had 
been settled and the orphanage had been 
started? 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said the 
orphanage had been started, but there 
had been some miwnderstanding as to a 
vote having been for building purposes or 
maintenance. 

Question put and passed. 
On the motion-That a sum of £53,611 

10s. be voted for the Department of the 
Colonial Treasurer-

l\Ir. DICKSON asked the Premier if there 
had been any reductions made in th<J Trea
surer's Department to a large extent, as if 
so he thought the Estimates should be 
brought down in the form of actual expen
diture. Rumour said that there had been 
great reductions in the Customs, but per
haps they were only supernumeraries. 

The PRE~HER said that they were mostly 
supernumeraries, and it would scarcely 
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have been desirable to embody them in the 
Estimates. 

:i'.Ir. D;mGLAS sqid he concnrri'd with the 
honourable member, but it was rumoured 
that shortly after the acceptance of oii1ce 
by the present GoYernment comiderable 
reductions were made. Perhaps the hon
ourable gentleman would say to what ex
tent those reductions had been eff,•cted. 

The PREmEH 8ai l there were eight or 
nin,' rl'cluctions in the cu~toms. 

Qu •stion put and paRst><l. 
The PRE3UER moved-That thP sum of 

£4~,6~U lOs. bJ granted for serYil'es in 
connection with the DL·partment of Public 
J_,ands and :\lines. 

Mr. GARRICK thought this was a good 
Ol)portunity for the honourable the :Minis
ter for Lands to giYe the information with 
rpgar i to the Undc•r Secretary, 1\Ir. Tully, 
beL'O.Jling Sur1·eyor-General, whit!h he had 
promised to giY~ at some com·enicnt time. 

The ::VIrNrsnm FOH LA~ms : He has 
been Suneyor-G,•neral all along. 

1\lr. G.umrcK was quite aware of that, 
but wished to know whdher the rumour 
that somebody elRe was to be Under St'cre
br,y wa~ correct P Hitherto, :i\lr. Tully 
had fill,•d the two ofiiees at a salary of 
£1'\00 a-yPar. It h~1d b,•en said that an 
arrang,•ment by which .Mr. Tully would 
cease to be Under SPcretary for Lands, if 
not made, was in contemplation. The hon
ourable member for Rosewood, therefore, 
a~ked the question, and got an indirect 
answer. 

The :l\frsrsTER FOR L.~NDS could inform 
the honourable member that there was no 
foundation for the rumour. The subject 
h~1el not yet come under the notice of the 
Gon·rnmont. 

1\lr. :\lEsTo~ aRkrd the 1'ecretary for 
Public Lands to inform him how many 
Commissioner~ there werP in the Lands 
Oilice? 

The ::VIr~ISTER :FOR LANDS 8aid, if the 
honourable member rl'f,·l-red to pag,•s •10 
and ·tl of the Estimates he would find 
the information he was so desirous of 
obtaining. 

l\lr. GmFFTTH said the honourable mem
ber was entitled to a little more court<'sy. 
It was not usual on the part of a :i\linister 
to tPll an honourable member, especially a 
yom'g one, seeking information to find it 
out for himself. 

The MINISTER FOR LANDS said he was 
not aware that the Estimates were coming 
on for discussion. He rould not answer 
with accuracy, but the number was some
where about tllirty or forty. 

_l\Ir. GARRICK wonder• cl what would have 
been said if the late }Iinist,·rs had come 
clol'l n "ith Estimates and >aid they did not 
know they wPre coming on for consiLlera
tion? It was the business of the .Minister 
for Lands to know when his Estimates 
would be brought on. If such an answer 

had been made by a member of the late 
:Ministry when the houourable gentleman 
sat by their side, though r,,ally working 
against them, they would have had a howl 
for an hour and a-half at least. He now 
said, in a roundabout way, that there 
were somewhere about thirtv or forty. 

J\Jr. A)IHCCRST said honourable members 
ought to know perfectly well 1hat the way 
the clt>bates ha-l bc•en carried on by the 
Opposition was caleulated to dt>lay the 
businc~s of the colony, and no one <·ould 
foretell that the Estimates would come on 
now. 'Ihere was no ocea,ion for s .eh a 
burst of virtuous indignation. 

Mr. :YI:c LEA :of pointed out that the ques
tion uf the honourable member for Rose
wood was asked after clue notice had been 
giYen, so that the Secretary of Public 
Lands had plenty of time to prepare an 
answer. 

The MINISTER FOR LASDS would remind 
the hmiourable gentleman that, if he had 
shown as much industry in his late office 
as he had shown in the House during the 
session, he would know how many commis
sioners there were. All the commissioners, 
whether useful or not, that he had left 
there were there still. 

Mr. GARRICK said it \\'as not his place, 
on the Opposition side of the House, to say 
how many there were ; and he looked to 
the busy bees on the other side to give the 
information. 

The CoLOSIAL SECRETARY said the Esti
mates were those of the late Mini8try, and 
an im;•lil'd promise was giYen, when the 
vo e on account was taken, that tht>y would 
b,, passed. Probably the honourable gen
tleman who had just spoken did not know 
whether there were any commissioners 
when he was in office. If any had come to 
him he would haYe snapped their noses 
and told them to leave him alone and let 
him slt•ep in peace. \Vhcn the .i'IIinistrr 
for Lands' own Estimates came on he (the 
Colonial Secretary) \Yould be the first to 
say that he ought to know all about them. 
But it was quite undprstood that these 
E~timates would be passed in globo as a 
matter of form. 

::\Ir. DoL"GLAS said the honourable the 
:Minister for Lands did not giYe quite so 
polite an answer as he might have done. 
It was easy to fence with any question, 
but in this case it would ha Ye been better 
to haye given thn information and have 
san•d a little exhibition. 

Question put and passPcl. 
The PRE~HER moved-That the sum of 

£85,808 be granted for service in connec
tion with the D.•partment of l'ublic 
\Yorks. 

Mr. DrcKSON said there was a difference 
between the position of the late Govern· 
ment and that of the present one, HO far 
as related to vote$ for roads and bridges, 
as the former Government had brought in 
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the Estimates with the intention of spend
ing the whole of the amounts, whereas it 
appeared, from the reports of deputations 
to the Minister for vVorks, that it was not 
the intention of the present Government to 
spend the whole sum. That honourable 
gentleman had said he intended to lapse 
as much money voted for roads and bridges 
as he could. If that were his intention, 
such a large vote of money for roads and 
bridges should not be demanded, or 
the House should have a promise from the 
honourable member that he would not 
lapse any of the money voted for these 
special services. If he could not spend it by 
the 30th June, he should, at all events, pro
mise to carry on the works out of the in
creased revenue which it was to be hoped 
the Treasurer would receive during the 
ensuing year. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS said the last 
deputation that waited on him was one 
headed by the honourable gentleman him
self, this morning: and that honourable 
gentleman could inform the House that the 
Under Secretary was called in and stated 
that all the money unexpended on the roads 
he referred to was £55, which at the re
quest of the honourable gentleman himself 
was now in course of being expended. As 
to the lapsing of votes, it must be left to 
the Government to carry out the votes in 
the best way they possibly could. 

Mr. DicKsON said so far as the answer 
went it wa~ satisfactory, but there was 
a large amount voted for bridges and 
other purposes which had not been ex
pended. It was an invariable rule that 
money asked for and obtained by members 
for their respectivt> constituencies should 
not be allowed to lapse; and honourable 
members were quite justified in insisting 
on obtaining a promise that neither large 
nor small votes for these services should 
be allowed to lapse. He did not wish 
to place the Treasurer in an incon
venient po~ition, but he asked that the 
votes which remained unexpended on the 
30th September should be carried over for 
expenditure during the ensuing year ;
that was a reasonable request, and most 
honourable members would agree with him 
in making it. · 

Mr. MoREHFAD said that one of the late 
Ministers for vVorks (Mr. Miles) stated, 
when a sum of £5,000 had been voted for 
roads and other purposes in the W arn•go 
district, that he would take good care that 
not one penny should be spent; and yet the 
senior member for Enoggera now delivPred 
a tirade against the present Government 
because they would not promise that no 
votes should be allowed to lapse. 

Mr. O'SuLLIVAN said that, notwithstand
ing what had fallen from the honourable 
member for Mitchell, he agreed with the 
late Colonial Treasurer tllat the votes 
should not be allowed to lapse. It would 

be in the recollection of the House that, at 
the last moment last year, he carried a vote 
for £3,000 for the Stanley district, on a 
motion standing in the name of the late 
Mr. Pettigrew; and a distinct promise was 
then made to him, by the heacl of the then 
Government, that if he woulci allow the 
Appropriation Act to p>1ss, the. monPy 
would be expended, although not mcludt'd 
in the Act. He did not see it in the Esti
mates before the Committee, ·;,.lt he must 
insist upon the money being ::pended ;
of course, if the monev waF ;~.Jt available 
he could not expect this, but ir it was he 
should be the last man to for<:go its expen
diture. 

Mr. REA said if Government would give 
the same a defimte answer honourable 
members would be satisfied. There had 
been the same Ministerial r. ;:-stery with 
regard to this request as had 1J ·en apparent 
during the past week in resrcet to nearly 
all other matters. 

Mr. RuTLEDGE said that what was re
quired from the Minister for Works was a 
candid assurance that the money granted 
would be expended as far as y, as possible. 
In his electorate there werL' many works 
which required to be executeJ to facilitate 
communication with the metropolis. Every
body knew of the immense amount of 
traffic passingo>Pr the district of Enoggera. 
The road lPading to Nudgce, for examille, 
was excellent as a whole, but the bridge on 
it was in a dilapidated condition and was 
almost dangerous to cross in vehicles. 
This was a particular case j,, which the 
money voted by the Hous(· for repairs 
might be expended in the v. inte~ded. 
They ought not to leave the ,,,,,tier enhrely 
to the lVIinister for \Vorks, for however 
inexorably just he might be disposed to be, 
he was only human, and the pressure 
brought to bear upon him might prove 
irrrsistible. 

The PREMIER said the senior member 
for Enoggera, when he asked the Minister 
for Works to make the eonec•ssion, had 
quite overlooked the objection that it was 
not in his colleague's power to grant 
it, being illegal. '1 he 18th clause of the 
Audit Act provided-

" That all sums which sl1all b. 'lppropriated 
to the public service for any ;. !ar shall be 
legally available, provided th.r•t payment on 
account be made during the said y••ar er the 
first three momhs of the succeeding year." 

And then the elause went on to say that 
all votc>s which had not been ~o expl'nded 
should lapse, 
" and shall not be issued or applied in any 
future year, unless a contraet or engagement 
shall have been made and enter0cl inLo before 
the expiration of such year, by which a liability 
so to issue and apply shall ha>e been incurred." 

If the honourable member had asked the 
Minister for Works to make such a con-
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tract that would have been putting the 
matter in a different way, but to ask him 
to guarantee that the votes should not lapse 
was simply asking what was not in his col· 
league's powt'r; the request was impractic
able, and could not be carried out without 
a great deal of munamvring. He (Mr. Mc
Ilwraith) also obj,•cted to it on the ground 
that he did not think such an applieation 
had ever been made before. The Audit 
Act 8peeially provided how lapsed votes 
were to b:~ dealt with. He had never 
known a Minister to be asked to do more 
than place a 8chedule on the table of the 
House givi;1g· the unexpPnded votes, and 
that would . ' done this sesson. He would 
not, howev ·:·, give such a pledge as was 
asked: he "IYOuld place the usual list of 
unexpendPd votes b,,fore the Committee 
in time for honourable members to take 
action. 

Mr. Jl,frLES said, in reference to the re
marks of the honourable member for Mit
chell, that he had refused to make any ap
propriation of a vote passed by the House, 
the true explanation was that the money 
was voted during the previous session, but 
had not been placed on the Estimate~, and 
he refused to expend it until it had been 
again pas:o,ed He took the opportunity of 
referring i· itat he had seen reported in 
the papers. ,Iis colleague, the member for 
Darling Do"~Yns, waited upon the Mini~ter 
for \Vorks, requesting him to appropriate 
some of the n>tes passed for his electorate, 
and the Minister for \Vorks was reported 
to have said that there was no money in 
the TrPasury, but that he would see what 
could be d·me. From the return that had 
been furni,;hvd the Committee, that state
ment could hardly be correct: there was a 
considerabl<' balance available yet. The 
honourable w:ntleman was also reported to 
have stated that he would allow as much 
of these votes to lapse as was possible
in fact, that he did not intend to expend 
the money. It would be remembered that 
votes for £\l,OOO were brought forward for 
the distriet by various members, and 
supported the then Opposition. He 
trusted that, now that the Opposition were 
in a po,ition to expend the money, they 
would do so. If, as was stated at the 
time, the roads in the Darling Downs were 
inaecessible in 1878 after the long-con
tinued dry iY,;ather, they were a grPat deal 
more so, ne ,-, after the recent rains ; and 
he there£, ~ hoped the Minister 'for 
·works wol,:,t deal out even-handed jus
tice, make the roads passable, and enable 
the farmers to get their produce to market
He had tabled a motion in regard to the 
votes, and had found it was iuformal: he 
intended withdrawing it and substituting 
another. 

l\1r . .i.VfoRERilAD said the honourable 
mem bcr for Darling Downs, when Minister 
for Works, stated distinctly he would take 

good care that the £5,000 voted for the 
W arrego, and also the total votes of £8,000 
moved for Darling Downs by different 
members, were never expended, and he 
(Mr. Morehead) believed they never were. 
It was passed by a vote of that House, and 
it became the duty of the Minister who 
had charge of those sums of money to dedi
cate them to the purposes directed by the 
House ; but the honourable member for 
Darling Downs, before he left the Ministry, 
stated in the House, and to members out
side of the House, that those sums should 
never be expended for the purposes for 
which they were voted. The honourable 
member ought to explain the matter if he 
.could do so. . 

Mr. t3IMPSON said he did not think it 
was fair to new members that votes for 
roads and bridges all over the colony that 
wera passed by the last House should be 
forced down their throats. He did not 
think the House should be asked to en
dorse the Estimates of the old House. 

.Mr. HoRWITZ did not agree with the 
previous speaker. Several honourable 
members opposite had endorsed the expen
diture of the5e amounts, and the Govern
ment should expend the sums already 
voted by the House. 

Mr. M.A.cKAY said there was a sum of 
money voted for carrying on the operations 
of a Board of Inquiry, but owing to some 
difficulty the duties of that board were 
practically suspended. There would be a 
meeting of the board to-morrow, and he 
would like to know for their information 
whether the balance of the vote was to be 
placed at their disposal P 

Mr. ARCHER said that, as there was a 
dcficienry in the revenue, he did not think 
it would be any loss to the country if these 
votes were allowed to lapse, because, at 
present, there was no money to expend. 
Next year the expenditure could be appor
tioned in aceurdance with the requirements 
of the several districts of the colony. 

Mr. SrMPSON said he could understand 
why the honourable member for Darling 
Downs (Mr. Miles) wished these Estimates 
to pass. As an old member of the House 
he had managed to favour some districts, 
and always voted against others. The 
district he (Mr. Simpson) represented was 
in the unfortunate position of being always 
deliberately voted against by that honour
able member; and if the balances were 
carried over and only expended in the dis
tr·irts in which they were voted, he feared 
that his district would come very badly off, 
and all through the action of the honour-· 
able member for Darling Downs. 

Mr. GARRICK said one of the most tren
chant parts, if there could be said to be· 
anything trenchant in the Governor's. 
Speech, was the statement to the effect that 
in the financial adjustment that was to take· 
place a great part of the deficiency in this 
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financial year would be put upon the shoul
ders of the agricultural settlers of this 
colony, and if that was to take place, instead 
of putting the burden upon the shoulders 
of those who were best able to make up the 
deficiency, the very least they could do was 
to expe:;d the money voted in thu past for 
their benefit. 

1\lr. A:~iHURST complained that, whl'n the 
honourable member for Darling Downs 
(Mr. Milcs) was Minister for ~Works, a 
vote of £3,000, passed on the motion of the 
then honourable membL'r for Bowen, was 
afterwards ddeated by a catch-vote by the 
then Government, and the people of Howcn 
were swindled out of it. 

J'.'[r. MILES said the honourable member 
for Dalby !mew very little about the duties 
of a i\1inister. \Vllen the Esti.nales were 
brought down to the House, it was the 
duty of :Ministers to oppose all votes not 
included in those Estimates. He warned 
the honourable member against making 
charges against him that he could not sus
tain. He defied him to point to a single 
instance where he voted against any sum 
on the Estimates for the interests of Dalby. 
Re had voted against the construction of 
roads and briclges within the municipality 
of Dalby at the public expense, and he 
should always do so in every instance. 

Mr. MoREHEAD said the charge he made 
against the honourable member for Darling 
Downs was, that he de liberal ely refused to 
expend £8,000 or £1!,000 vot,•d by the House 
for expenditure in the Darling Downs 
district, and did not expend it. 

J\1 r. :'linEs sairl the statement was not in 
accordance with fact. He never refused to 
exp.:nd money votPd by l'arliament, and · 
the records of the \York' OHice would show 
that every shilling voted for the Darling 
Downs was expend.:d. 

Mr. MonEHEAD said he would repeat 
that the honourable member for Darling 
Downs (iYlr. "" iles) had prevented th.e cx
}Jenditurll of money on the Darling Downs 
which the House had delib,•rately voted. 

Mr. MILES would again deny the state
ment of the honourable meB,ber. The only 
yotes he had opposed were tho<e introduced 
'by private members in view of the coming 
general el.:etion, and which were forced 
upon the then Government. 

Mr. RuTLEDGB said the refusal of the 
rrquL·st made eume with a very b.td grace 
from the Ministry, more especirtlly "h,•n 
the Premier, at. Bund.tberg, had boasted 
that he had insisted on thP Government of 
the day increasing their Estimates by 
£40,0<10. It was manifestly unfair to de
prive distriets of the ro tds and bridges to 
which they had a just claim. 

The• PllE}IIER said he had ncv,•r made 
any such· boast at Bundaberg as that al
luded to by the honourable member for 
Eno:.;gera. \Vhen a certain accusation was 
made against him he defeuded himself, but 

he certainly never made any such state
ment as that attributed to him. The re
quest now made to the Government was 
that thc'y would break th·• law. Yotes 
cou;d only lapse in accordance with law, 
and no Minister, in the present state of the 
finances of the colony, would undertake 
the expenditure of mom'y on contracts 
without knowing what the amount wonld 
be, and when thc>rtJ was a great deal less 
than nothing in the Treasury. He would 
take go(\d eare that he would enter into no 
contracts until he saw ·where the rnonry 
was to co:ue from; and instead of this re
fusal coming with a bad graee from him, it 
certainly came with a very bad graee from 
the Opposition, after reiterating that the 
present Ministry, when on the other side 
of the Hou~e, had encumb2red the Estmutes 
with a number of useless voteH, to ask to 
p.'rpetuate those votes by not allowing 
them to lapse. 

Mr. GRIFFITH said this was a very 
serious matter. The Government were not 
asked to break the law, but merelv to see 
that the money now asked "to b"e voted 
should be expended, and not be a mere idle 
vote. I£ the money "as not to be spent, 
why ask the Committee to vote it? Surely, 
Ministers had been l01i'g enough in office to 
know what they were about. If Govern
ment were going suddenly to throw all 
thesll districts upon their own resonr,•es
to leave tht>m without roads and bridges 
for a year, and then ask thL'Ill to make them 
themselves- it would have a disastrous 
effect. The large sums asked for last year 
were nee 'ssary, 01Yingtoits b,•inga transition 
period betwel'n ct•ntral and local goYernnwnt. 
\Vhat was the• use of giYing a man a piece 
of fertile land if he could not !!et out of it. 
I£ the making of bridgt>s and roads were to 
fall sudd~nly on the unfortunate selectors 
the effect would be disastrous; and VL't the 
present Government called them se h~es the 
friends of the seleetors. Surely, the colony 
had suff,•red enough at the hands of the 
Ministry during the short time it~ had be~n 
in powr·r. 

The PnE:IHER thought it was some grati
fication to find out what had b,•en the inten
tions of the late GovL~rnment in pntting a 
large amount of money on the Estimates, 
last year, for roads and bridg,'s. That 
reason was, that tlwy wouhl ha\'C the Loeal 
Gov<'!'nment Act in op~ration this year, 
and that no further money would be rc
qnired. .1'\ o otlP·r logical eonclusion could 
b~ arril'ed at. But the honourable mPm
ber for Enoggera demanued that the Gov
ernment should guarantee the expenditure 
of the money in order that the votes might 
not lapse. Governnh·nts rou!J give no 
guarantee of that sort; for how could they 
possibly do so whL'n they did nut en'n know 
whether thPy woulrl have the money to ex
p.:nd? It was asking them to do a great 
deal too much. Last year an amount of 



Supply. [21 Mn.] Supply. 151 

£62,254 had lapsed; and supposing a similar 
amount were to lapse this year, it amounted 
to asking Gov<:>rnment to gua-rantee the ex
panditure of that amount in addition to any 
amount they might propose to bring for
ward. Was that fair to the Colonial Trea
surer, when he had hardly had time to see 
how the finances of the colony stood, and 
before h<' had made his financial state
ment? He had heard of nothing so un
rc'asonable as to ask it. 

JYir. GRIF.FITH said there were plenty of 
precedents on the table of the House to 
show how money votes could be prevented 
from lapsing. . 

The CoLONIAL SEcRETARY said the fact 
of the matter was, that the honourable 
member for North Brisbane wanted to 
pledge the Government to spending the 
money whethPr they had it or not; but if 
he wore so anxious the money should be 
spt>nt he should have commenced a little 
earlier, and ash'd for a pledge to spend all 
the money Toted for public instruction. 
There would b2 a large surplu~ to lapse 
undt>r that head, and why, then, did not the 
honourab:e member, or the honourable 
member for Enoggera, ask Go,'ernment, 
equally as well, to sp·'nd that money ? 
l{obbed of all verbiage, what the honour
ablt> member (Mr. Dick,on) wanted was to 
obtain a pledge to spend money which was 
not in the Tn•asury. They might as well 
try to gf't blood from a turnip. 

A1r. GrnF.FITH said that the Colonial 
Secretary knew that, as rPgarded the votes 
for public instruction, the Estimates in 
whil·h they were fnunded wt>re arrived at 
in the office on the Le<t data procurable, by 
estimating the probable numbt>r of tPachers 
employed in the service of the different 
gra1lcs. Their salariPs were fixed by law, 
and the only difficulty lay in estimating 
the probable number of the tmchers. If 
the amount voted were larger than was re
quirL'd he was very glad to hear it. . 

Mr. DrcKso~ thought the Premier had 
made a Tery large statement whl'll he 
talked about the lapsing of £li2,000. On 
referring to the Auditor-General's report, 
he would find the total amount lapsed for 
roads and briclg"s, including a number of 
salaries and incidental expenses considered 
as properly terminable at the end of the 
year, was only £l.J..,OQO for the yPar 1877-8. 
Surely, then, the provision made by the last 
Parliament for roads and bridge's might 
be maint 1im'd: th0y were not so green as 
to accept the statement of the Colonial 
Trca<urcr, that he must violate the law in 
complying with this reqnt'st. The leader 
of the Opposition had shewn the fallacy 
of this assertion. \Vhen it "Was said 
that the ensuing Estimates were not 
likely to haYe nearly so large an amount 
for roads and briLlgcs, it m1s a furlher 
reason why the provision already made and 
which was now asked should be maintained. 

The Colonial Treasurer need not tell them 
that he intendPd to submit a statemt>nt of 
votes to lapse, and then obtain authority for 
such as he proposed to retain or for fresh 
votes. The position taken up by the Colo
nial Secretary in regard to the Education 
Office was entirely different to this case 
of the roads and bridges. The unexpended 
votes, there, represented salaries chiefly, 
which were always held to lapse at the 
end of the financial year, being a continu
ing service to be proTided year by year. 
It had been the practice of the late 
Government to carry over all unexpended 
balances for roads and bridges. 

The PRE:11IER said he had made a 
laps1ts lingum. Instead of saying "lapsed 
votes," he should have said unexpended 
balances. 

The MINISTER .FOR WORKS said that if 
the Colonial Treasurt>r were to have in
sisted on the votes for lands and mines, 
he (::\1r. Macrossan) would have been 
under the necessity of employing more 
wardens on the goldfields than were re
qnirt>d for the work, because there was 
money Toted on the Estimates for more 
wardPns than there were actually em
ployt>d. As to the talk of the hon
ourable member for Brisbane about the 
poor settlers, since he had bern in 
office he had been round the roads of East
Moreton-in fact, he made it a practice to 
go round to some of them every Friday 
and Saturday, and without an exception 
they were in good condition. Indeed, he 
knew of no single road so bad as Gregory 
Terrace, within the municipality. So far 
from any money lapsing in this district, it 
would be found that most of the money had 
bt>en expended, and there would not be a 
penny to lapse. Referring to the discussion 
which had taken place between the honour
able mt>mber for the Mitchell and the 
honourable member for Darling Downs, 
he thought that if the last-named honour
ble member were to sevt>rely tax his mem
ory he would find that not one pPnny of 
the votes for Darling Downs had been 
spent. 

Mr. REA said the Committee were 
anxious to know whether Govt>rnment were 
going to give the guarantee or not? 
It was because he "Was a new member that 
he required the information. The whole 
evening had b,•en spent in trying to get 
information, and it was necessary th11t, 
when there was a nt>w Hou:<e and a new 
Government, the fullest information on 
every matter should be given by the Gov
ernment . 

.Mr. t:lnrPso~ said the honourable mem
brr for Darling Downs (Mr. Miles) chal
lengPd the statement that he had opposed 
a vote for the Dalby Hospital, but he 
would prove that the honourahle member 
had done so. On referring to Hiulsard, he 
found that Mr. Bell moved that a sum of 
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£1,000 be granted in aid of the funds of 
that hospital, and that the honourable 
member for Darling Downs, who was at 
the time Minister for Works, said that if 
his colleague (the Premier) was going to 
give a sum per head for a number of nav
vies he would have to give a very large 
sum indeed, and he hoped he would not 
carry out such an arrangement any further. 

Mr. GRnms thought it would be unfair 
to withhold the expenditure of votes which 
had been passed for roads in various dis
tricts by the last House, and therefore 
honourable members were perfectly justi
fied in seeking for information from the 
Government on the subject. 

Mr. MILES admitted that he had not 
expended the money which had been voted 
for the Darling Downs, but it was because 
he had not had an opportunity of doing so. 
With regard to what had fallen from the 
honourable member for Dalby, he could 
assure him that he should always oppose 
any jobberies, and would promise him that 
if he came forward with any he would 
oppose them. 

Mr. SIMPSON : Does the honourable 
member say that the application for funds 
for the Dalby Hospital was jobbery P 

Mr. MILES : Yes; and I have said it 
over and over again. 

Mr. DouGLAS said it had been stated by 
the honourable Minister for ·works that a 
larger amount had been asked fer goldfields 
wardens than was required. If that was 
so, it was because it was necessary in the 
event of new goldfields being opened. But 
there was a distinction between the salaries 
put down for officers and the vott>s for 
roads. The argument that if they had not 
the money they could not S}Jend it hardly 
held good, because if they were to be asked 
to make up a deficit they would also be asked 
to make up the additional amount which 
might be required, with the money already 
expended. He thought they had a right to 
demand from the Premier the information 
which had been sought; but perhaps the 
better plan would be to come to a division. 
All that honourable members on his side of 
the Committee asked for was that their 
opinion should be placed on record, that the 
moneys voted for the year 1878-79 and not 
expended should in future be placed to the 
credit of the various districts for which 
they were voted. 

The MnnsTER FOR WORKS said that, 
whilst agreeing with what had fallen from 
the honourable member, he thought it was 
not the duty of a Ministry to ask for money 
which was not required. As regarded the 
explanation of the honourable member for 
Darling Downs, he had not only not ex
pended the money voted, but had said he 
would take good care it was not spent. He 
(the Minister for \Vorks) had commenced 
to spend it, and already more than £800 
had been expended. 

· Mr. GROOM thought it was unfair for 
honourable members opposite to make such 
a dead set on the honourable member 
for Darling Downs (:1\Ir. l\liles), as it 
was to that gentleman that many of 
their constituencies were indebted for 
their water supply; surely, therefore, one 
good word should be said for the honour
able member. As to the vote for the 
roads, he believed that the House had not 
been prorogued two months before it was 
discovered that it was for election purposes 
that the money was granted, and therefore 
the honourable member could not be 
blamed. If anyone was to be blamed fm.· 
not spending it it was the late Minister for 
vVorks, and yet he understood that that 
gentleman recommended the expenditure 
of £1,500 on the Darling Do;\·ns. He 
wished to say, on behalf of the honourable 
member for Darling Downs (:\Ir . .1\:Iiles), 
that during the whole time he sat near 
him in the last House he never refused 
anything for the roads on the Darling 
Downs. 

!Ir. GRIFFITH said that, as far as the 
vote of £3,000 for the Darling Downs was 
concerned, he thought the honourable 
Minister for vVorks must have found some 
papers left in his dispatch-box relating to 
it. A return had been laid on the table 
showing the expenditure on roads in the 
various districts, but, unfortunatrly, just 
when it was wanted it could not be obtained. 
When this information wtts produced they 
would be able to see to what extent the 
promise as!• ed for would affect the Treasury. 
The Government, however, had not yet 
said whether they had put anything on the 
Estimates for next year for roads, exrept 
what woul~l be expended under division:d 
boards. Honourable members might infer 
that they had put nothing on. The colony, 
therefore, was in this position : there was 
a new Bill, which, if passed, must be some, 
time getting into operation, so that boards 
under it could nGt meet before the end of 
the year. Before thr assessments of lands 
could be made, and the first moiety of the 
rates paid, nearly a year from now would 
elapse. How were the roads to be, carried on 
meanwhile ?-wPre the Government going 
to stop road-making? ThaL was a matter 
which required explanation. The Govern
ment had not put in force the Act already 
passed, but had introduced a Bill which 
could not come into operation for nearly a 
year. In the meantime, honourn ble nwm
bcrs had a right to see that money already 
voted by the House was expended. 

The PREMIER said it was no use con
tinuing the discussion if it was to take the 
form into which honourable members had 
forced it. The best way would be to first 
get a complete list of the unexpended votes 
on the table: the one asked for only applied 
to votes for the Darling Downs. He had 
asked that all those votes might be allowed 
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to go as formal, and the discussion left for 
its legitimate place when the E~timates-in
Chi,•f were introduced, or at any other time 
when honourable members might find an 
opportunity. "\Vith rc·g~n·d to the remarks 
abuut anxiety as to the condition of the 
roads, and the putting into operation of the 
Local Government Act, they were quite 
uncalled for. Honourable members surely 
did not expect to have the Estimates now, 
or that a financial statc~ment should be 
made: and -.vhy should they supposa that 
the ro.lds of th0 colony would be affected? 
The Government had made no such state
ment. 

Mr. DouGLAS understood that the Gov
ernment proposed to make a certain saving 
on these voteo, and the contention on the 
Opposition side of the Hous;J was that all 
the votes should b._o expended-perhaps not 
at once, but at some time. 

Mr. DrcKSON said that to make a record 
of the debate he would move that the 
Chairman leave the chair-not that he 
wished to delay business, but in ·order to 
get an expression of opinion as to how far 
he was justifi,.cd in a,;king the Government 
to make a very rrasonable promise. His 
contention was that, as this was the last op
portunity they would have of expressing 
nn opinion on those particular votes for 
roads and briuges, they should signify 
that, though not desiring to embarrass the 
Treasury, they wished the votes for these 
spe:·ial serviees to be spent as voted for the 
n•specti>e districts. He moved that the 
Chairman leave the chair. 

Que~tion put, and the Committee 
divided-

AYES, 18. 
1'\Iessrs. Douglas, Dickson, Miles, :M:cLcan, 

Griffith, Rea, Pr:ce, Rut!edge, JHeston, Tyre], 
Stubley, Hendren, Grimes, Maci&rlime (I ps
wich), Kates, llorwitz, l\lackay, Groom. 

NOES, 22. 
Messrs. Palmer, 1'\Icilwrailh, Persse, MDc

rossan, Per!dns, Baynes, Shealf'e, Lumley-Hill, 
Skvens, J\Iaefarlane (Leichharilt), Morehead, 
O'Sullivan, Kellett, Beor, H. vV. Palmer, 
N m·ton, \Veld· Blundell, Amhurst, Simpson, 
Hamilton, Swanwic'<; Archer. 

Question resolved in the nPgative; and 
-Original question put and passed. 

The PREMIER movPd-That the sum of 
£7'7,507 be voted for Rerviccs in connection 
with the De})a.rtment forl{ailways. 

Question put and pas~ed. 
The PRE:UIER moved-That the sum of 

£89,432 lOs. be votecl for seniccs in con
nection with the Postmaster-General's De
partment. 

Question put and passed. 
The PRE3IIER moved-That the sum of 

£2,387 10s. be voted for services in con
nection with the Auditor-General's Depart
ment. 

Question put and passed. 

On the motion of the PREMIER, a supple
mentar_y sum of £27.118 12s. 3d. was 
granted, for the year 1879, for the Depart
ments of Colonial Setretary, Administra
tion of Justice, Colonial Treasurer, Public 
Lands, and Public Works. 

On the motion of the PREMIER, the 
Chairman le£~ the chair, reported to the 
House that the Committee had come to 
certain resolutions, and obtained leave to 
sit again. 

The PREMIER moved-That the report be 
received at the next sitting of the House, 
and that the resumption of the Committee 
stand an Order of the Day for Tuesday 
next. 

Question put and passed. 

The House adjourned at twelve minutes 
to 11 o'clock. 




