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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Wednesday, 14 May, 1879.

Financial Districts Bill of 1879.—Mines Regulation
Bill.—Divisional Boatds Bill.—Electoral Rolls Bill.—
Annexation of Islands in Torres Straits.—Publicans
Act Amendment Bill—Criminal Expulsion Bill—
Impounding Act of 1863 Amendent Bill—Sale of
Tood and Drugs Bill—Eleetion of Mewmbers during
Recess Bill.—Stamp Duties Act of 1866 Amendment
Bill. — Petition. — Questions. —Motions.—Estimates.
~-Address in Reply to Opening Speech—adjourned
debate,

The Seeaxer took the chair at half-past
3 o’clock. ‘

FINANCIAL DISTRICTS BILL OF 1879.

The Preamuer (Mr. Mellwraith) moved
that this Bill (forwarded by Message from
His Excellency the Governor this day) be
read a first time.

The Hon. 8. W. GrirrrrH said he was
under the impression that the course pur-
sued by the honourable gentleman was
rather an unusual one, and was out of
order, as the Bill was of the character
which should originate in a resolution of
the House. He believed that in 1876 a
similar course was adopted inadvertently,
and that it was found necessary to correct
the mistake afterwards.

The SpEARER said the better course would
be to refer the Message of His Excellency
to a committee of the House.

The Premisr said he would withdraw
his motion, and move—

That the House at its next sitting resolve
itself into a Committee of the Whole to con-
sider His Excellency’s Message No. 2.

Question put and passed.

MINES REGULATION BILL.

The PrEMIER moved—

That the House at ils next sitting resolve
itself into a Committee of the Whole to con-
sider Message No. 3 from His Ixcellency the
Governor this day (forwarding this Bill).

Question put and passed.

DIVISIONAL BOARDS BILL.

The PREMIER moved—

That the House at its next sitting resolve
itself into a Committee of the Whole to con-
sider His Excellency the Governor’s Message
No. 4 (forwarding this Bill).

Question put and passed.

ELECTORAL ROLLS BILL.

The PrEMIER moved—

That the House at its next sitting resolve
itself into a Committee of the Whole to consider
His Excellency the Governor’s Message No. 5
(forwarding this Bill).

Question put and passed.

ANNEXATION OF ISLANDS IN TORRES
;‘ STRAITS.
" The CoroN1aL SEcRETARY (Mr. Palmer)
moved— ‘

That this Bill (forwarded by message No. 6
from the Governor) be read a first time.

The Hon. 8. W. Grirrrre said that the
course adopted by the honourable member
was altogether an innovation on the usual

" practice.

The CoroniaL SEcrETARY said it was
a course which had originated with the
honourable member himself.

The SeEaxer thought that a precedent
could be found for the course followed in
the present instance.

Question put and passed.

On the motion of the CoroxtaLl SECRE-
TARY, the Bill was ordered to be printed,
and its second reading made an Order of
the Day for Tuesday, the 20th instans.

PUBLICANS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

The Corox1aL SECRETARY moved—

That the House, at its next sitting, resolve
itself into a Committee of the Whole to consider
His Excellency the Governor's Message No. 7
(forwarding the above Bill),

Question pul and passed.

CRIMINAL EXPULSION BILL.

The CoroNIAL SECRETARY moved—

That the House, ab its next sitting, resolve
itself into a Committee of the Whole to con-
sider Message No. 8 of His Excelleney the
Governor (forwarding this Bill).

Question put and passed.

IMPOUNDING ACT OF 1863 AMEND-
MENT BILL.

On the motion of the CornoNian SEcre-
TARY, this Bill (forwarded by message from
the Governor this day) was read a first time,
ordered to be printed, and its second read-
ing made an Order of the Day for Tuesday,
the 20th instant.

SALE OF FOOD AND DRUGS BILI.
The PREMIER moved—

That this House, at its next sitting, resolve
itself into a Committee of the Whole to con-
sider His Excellency the Governor’s Message
No. 9 (forwarding this Bill).

Question put and passed.

ELECTION OF MEMBERS DURING
RECESS BILL.

The PrREMIER moved—

That this Bill (forwarded by Message from
the Governor this day) be now read a first tinze,

The Hon. 8. W. Grrrrrre said that
the Standing Orders provided that any
Bill introduced by message from the
Governor should originate by resolution

. of the Committee of the Whole, and he was

not aware that that rule had ever been
broken, except on ome occasion in 1876,
when it was by inadvertence, and the mis-
take was corrected. The practice had
always been to first pass a resolution
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that a message be addressed to His Excel-
lency, asking him to send down.a, Bill.
He thought 1t would be a great pity that
a Bill which had caused some labourin
drafting should be thrown on one side
through an informality, and he drew at-
tention to the subject, now, in order to
avoid any waste of time eventually.

The CovoNrtaL SECRETARY said that
whenever there was the slightest approach
to interfering with the consolidated reve-
nue, they had moved that the Bill be
referred to a Cormamittee of the Whole, but
in all other cases the Government had a
perfect right to introduce their Bills in
the form they chose.

The SpraxER said that it appeared to him
that the action taken by the Premier wasa
proper one, and that a precedent could be
found for it.

Question put and passed, and the second
reading of the Bill made an order for Tues-
day, the 20th instant.

STAMP DUTIES ACT OF 1866 AMEND-
MENT BILL.

The PreMiER moved—

That the House, at its next sitting, resolve
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to con-
sider Message No. 12 of His Excellency the
Governor (forwarding this Bill).

Mr. Dicrsox said it appeared to him a
most extraordinary way of introducing a
Bill which, to his mind, should originate in
a Committee of Ways and Means. Itwas
a Bill which affected the revenue of the
colony, and ‘therefore ome which should
originate in a Committee of Ways and
Means. He thought it was a departure
from the usual mode of introducing such
measures, and he considered that he had
reason to point out that this Bill, par-
ticularly affecting the revenue, should
originate in a Committee of Ways and
Means.

The SpesxER said that, if he had time to
look up the Votes and Proceedings, he
believed he could find a precedent for the
course adopted.

Question put and passed.

PETITION.

Mr. Nortow presented a petition from
Crown lessees residing in the Gladstone
district, praying that certain clauses in the
Settled Districts Pastoral Leases Act be
amended.

The petition was received and read.

QUESTIONS.

Mr. Bammey asked the Secretary for
Public Works—

Has provision heen made on the Estimates
for a bridge over the Six-mile Creek, near
Gympie ?

1879—>p
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The Min1sTER FOR WoRrEs (Mr. Macros-
san) replied—

No special provision has been made on the
Estimates for this work.

Mr. Batrey asked the Premier—

1. What remuneration was paid, or agreed
to be paid, to Henry Rogers Beor, Esquire, for
the performance of the duties imposed upon
him by proclamation of 20th February, 1879,
contained in Government Gazette of 22nd Feb-
ruary, 1879 ?

2. Was such remuneration authorised to be
paid by the same Executive Minute which
authorised the issue of the proclamation P—If
not, what are the dates of the Minutes author-
ising the proclamation and the payments re-
spectively ?

8. Will the Government lay copies of the
Minute or Minutes upon the table of this
House ? .

The PrEMIER replied—

1. Fee, eighty guineas; travelling expenses,
eighteen guineas.

2. Yes.

3. Yes.

Mr. Barrry asked the Premicr—

1. What remuneration was paid or agreed to
be paid to the Honourable Rateliffe Pring for
the performance of therduties imposed upon
him by the proclamation of 5th February,
1879, contained in the Government Gazette of
the 8th February ?

2. Was such remuneration authorised to be
paid by the same Executive Minute which au-
thorised the issue of the proclamation? If
not, what are the dates of the Minutes autho-
rising the proclamation and the payments re-
spectively P

3. Will the Government lay copies of the
Minute or Minutes upon the table of this
House?

The PrEMIER replied—

1. Fee, one hundred and twenty guineas;
travelling expenses, twenty guineas.

2. Yes.

3. Yes.

On the motion of the PreMIER, the papers
produced in reply to Mr. Bailey’s ques-
tions Nos. 2 and 3 were ordered to be
printed.

Mr. Doveras asked the Colonial Secre-
tary—

If there has been any correspondence in re-
ference to the extradition of escaped convicts
from New Caledonia ?—1If so, will the Colonial
Secretary have any objection to lay the corres-
pondence on the table of this House ?

The Coronian ScreTARY (Mr. Palmer):
This is rather a diffieult question to answer
precisely, for there has been a quantity of
correspondence, but nothing new. I have
no objection to lay anything on the table
which has oceurred since the last publica-
tion of papers, but there is not much, and
it consists, I think, of a legal opinion.
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MOTIONS.

Mzr. Dicxson, by the permission of the
House, moved, without.previous notice—

That there be laid on the table of this House,
the respective tenders forwarded to the honour-
able Colonial Treasurer by the Union Bank of
Australia, and the Queensland National Bank,
in pursuance of Treasury mnotice of 13th
TFebruary, 1877. Also, all correspondence from
1st June, 1878, between the Colonial Treasurer
and the several banks, regarding withdrawal of
special deposits lodged with them, and also
relating to the management of the public
account.

Question put and passed.

The PrEMIER moved—

That, unless otherwise ordered, this House
“will meet for despatch of business at 8 o’clock
p.m. on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday,
and at 10 o’clock a.m. on Friday, in each week,
the sitting on the last-named day to terminate
at 1 p.m.

Question put and passed.
The PREMIER moved—

That on Tuesday and Wednesday in each
week Grovernment business take precedence of
all other business.

Question put and passed.
The PreEMIER moved—

That Standing Order No. 8, relative to busi-
ness under discussion and business not dis-
posed of at time of any adjournment of this
House for want of a quorum, be suspended, so
far as it relates to notices of motion, with a
view to giving effect, until otherwise ordered, to
the following recommendation of the Standing
Orders Committee, adopted by this House on
the 22nd December, 1870, viz.:—“ That
Remanet Motions, instead of being placed at
the bottom of the Notice Paper for the follow-
ing sitting day, shall, with the motions for that
day, take precedence in the order of the dates for
which they were first given ; but that they shall
not be permitted to displace motions originally
given for the day to which such Remanet
Motions go over.”

Question put and passed.

The PrEMIER moved—

That it be an Order of this House during
the present session, that on each Wednesday,
when the House is sitting, the Clerk shall read
out the Titles of all Motions for Returns agreed
to previously by the House and not yet fur-
nished.

Question put and passed.

The PrEMIER moved that it be an Order
of this House for the present session—

1. That every Motion or Ovder of the
Day for the third reading of a Bill to which
(on the question being put jfrom the Chair,
“ Whether there is any objection to its being a
¢ formal’ Motion or Order of the Day”) no ob-
jection shall be taken, shall be deemed to be a
¢ formal ”* Motion or Order of the Day.

2. That, before the ordinary business of each
day shall be entered fupon, the Speaker shall
call over the various Notices of Motion, and the
Orders of the Day for third reading of Bills ;
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and, on any such motion or order being called, it
shall be competert for the member otherwise
entitled to move it, to have the above question
put with reference thereto ; and such “formal ”
Motions or Orders of the Day shall be disposed
of in the relative order in which they stand on
the business paper, taking precedence of all the
other Motions and Orders of the Day.

3. That no debate shall be allowed on any
such “formal” Motions or Orders of the Day,
orupon the further proceedings following the
reading of such orders; but the House may
proeeed to division thereupon, without amend-
ment or debate, as in the case of the motion for
the firs reading of a Bill,

4. That in consequence of any such *formal”
Orders of the Day having been disposed of as
aforesaid, it shall not be held that the House
has proceeded to the Orders of the Day upon
the business paper, so as to exclude thereafter
the asking of questions, the presentation of
petitions, or the reception ‘of notices of
motion.

Question put and passed.

The PREMIER moved—

1. That, in compliance with the Standing
Order 266, a Select Committee be appointed to
assist Mr. Speaker in all matters which relate
to the printing to be executed by order of the
House, and for the purpose of selecting, and
arranging for printing, returns and papers
presented in pursuance of motions made by
members.

2. That such Committee consist of the follow-
ing members, viz.:—Mr. Speaker, The Chair-
man of Committees, Mr, Mackay, Mr. Kingsford,
Mr. Hamilton, Mr. O’Sullivan, and Mr. Tyrel.

Question put and passed.

The PrEMIER moved—

That the Standing Orders Committee for the
present session consist of the following mem-
bers, viz. : —Mr. Speaker, the Chairman of Com-
mittees, Mr. Douglas, Mr. Archer, and the
Mover—with leave to sit during any adjourn-
ment, and authority to confer upon subjects of
mutual concernment with any committee ap-
pointed for similar purposes by the Legislative
Couneil.

Question put and passed.

ESTIMATES.

On Order of the Day No. 1, Government
business—

Estimates of expenditure for the half-year
ending 30th June, 1879: Consideration of His
Excellency the Governor’s Message, of date the
13th instant—
being called,

The PrEMIER moved that the considera-
tion of the matter be postponed until Wed-
nesday next.

Question put and passed.

ADDRESS IN REPLY—ADJOURNED
DEBATE.

Mcr. Grimes said it was not his intention
to occupy the time of the House by making
any lengthy remarks; but before resuming
the debate he might say that he did not
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move the adjournment in order that he
might air his grievances and eloquence.
He had very few grievances to air, and he
did not lay eclaim to such an accumulation
of eloquence as would necessitate its being
turned over lest it should become mouldy.
It was their privilege, and a good opportu-
nity on an occasion like the present, to
express their opinions as to whether they
approved or not of the action of the Govern-
ment during the recess. Actions spoke
louder than words, and they could gather
from the actions of the Government their
real intentions better than they could from
any speech from the Throne. In making
these remarks he should ask that indul-
gence from honourable members which was
usually accorded to new members when
making what was called their maiden
speech. He had entered the House last
session nnder no pledges to his constituents
as to who or what party he should sup-
port. He came into the field neither as a
Ministerial or Opposition candidate, and
being returned, he took his seat as an inde-
pendent Liberal, upon what were then the
cross benches, on the Government side.
He voted with the Government, believing
it was right they should have an opportu-
nity of showing what they could do under
the re-arrangement of the Ministry. If
he were found shifting his seat from the
cross benches, and directly facing the Trea-
sury benches, it would be the result of the
actions of the Government during the recess.
His eriticisms on the action of the Gov-
ernment would not be altogether unfavour-
able. He was pleased with some of the
things they had done, and very much dis-
pleased with others. He was pleased to
see that the Government saw the necessity
of economising and retrenching, and also
that they had made attemptsin those direc-
tions ; but whether the whole of the
attempts would meet with approval was
another thing. He was pleased to see that
they had dispensed with the services of the
supernumeraries in various offices under the
Government, and imposed an extra hourupon
the members of the Civil Service. The mem-
bers of the Civil Service had easy times of it
compared with the rest of the community,
who, in these times of depression, had to
work far harder and received less re-
muneration for their labour. If the extra
hour of work were the full extent to
which the Civil Servants would fecl the
effects of the bad times, they could not
complain. In his opinion, the Government
might have taken a step further, and pro-
posed some reduction in the salaries—re-
ducing, say all salaries over #£250 by
fifteen per cent., and under that amount
by ten per cent. Even then, the mem-
bers of the Civil Service would have
been as well off as in former years,
because the cost of living had been
reduced to fully that extent, Xe did
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not agree with the action of the Gov-
ernment in reference to the workshops at
Ipswich. Had they dispensed with the
services of supernumeraries only, there
would not have been so much room to com-
plain; but men who had been employed by
the Government for six, seven, or even
more years, and who had had no com-
plaints laid against them, either as to their
skill or industry, should not have been
dismissed in that summary way. He quite
agreed with the remarks made by an hon-
ourable member, that it would be far
better to reduce the time of working in the
same way as the cotton manufacturers in
Lancashire had done during the cotton
famine caused by the American Civil War,
thereby reducing the quantity of stuff
turned out from their mills. Instead of
stopping so many looms and dispensing
altogether with the services of a certain
number of operatives, they reduced the
working hours to one-half or one-third
time. Had the Government acted mn a
similar manner there would have been
no complaint, and nothing of the matter
would have been heard during this debate.
It would be seen by the Speech that it was
intended to extend railway communication
further into the interior, in which case
more rolling-stock must necessarily be
required by-and-by, and there might be
some difficulty in getting skilled labourers.
Had the men been put upon half time they
would have earned sufficient to make both
ends meet, and have been on the spot when
their services were required. There were
other departments in which the Govern-
ment might have economised without doing
much harm. For instance, the Police and
Administration of Justice Department en-
tailed an expenditure which was something
enormous when compared with our popula-
tion. Upwards of £214,000 had been spent
on police, gaols, and administration of
justice. In this department the Govern-
ment might have economised to some extent.
There was no need of so many police in our
streets. They were a fine body of men, no
doubs ; but he often thought, when passing
theminthestreets, thatit was a pity such fine
men should be walking about so lazily, and
beinglittle more than ornaments to our street
corners. If their services were dispensed
with as police they would, perhaps, appear
equally fine upon the roads with a pick-axe
or shovel in their hands. In the Adminis-
tration of Justice Department they could
dispense with a few of the paid magistrates,
as he did not see any reason why those who
accepted the honour as justices of the
peace should not also do some work. In
that case some of the police magistrates
might be dispensed with, and the justices
of the peace could take their place. For
his own part, he would not refuse to do his
share of the work in his own neighbourhood,
and by such a course being adopted alarge
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amount of expenditure might be saved.

[ASSEMBLY.]

He had heard it ramoured that the oceu- °

pants of the Treasury benches intended to
reduce their own salaries. Such a course
would no doubt be a step in the right direc-
tion and was no more than might .be ex-
pected of them., Though there were six
Ministers of the Crown, there did not ap-
pear to be anyone to fulfil the funections of
Attorney-General. Instead of increasing
expenditure by paying fees to barristers,

competent to act as Attorney-Gteneral, or
reduced their own salaries a little to pay
. the fees. He would give his hearty sup-

port to all measures that would tend to-

wards a fair and equitable reduction
in the cost of Government, because it
was absolutely necessary for the prosperity
of the colony that taxation should be re-
duced. If they did not take that eourse,
every producing interest in the colony
would soon be crushed out. As an agri-
culturalist and a member representing an
agricultural district, he was in a position
to say that that interest would not bear
any increased burden of taxation. They
had arrived at that stage when it was ne-
cessary to cultivate some production that
would form an export; but while they
were heavily handicapped by the burden
of taxationit was impossible to compete with
other countries whose taxation was perhaps
only half the amount of that of this colony.
At present the taxes amounted to aboub
£3 10s. per head, three-quarters of which
was raised through the Customs, and
chiefly upon the mnecessaries of life.
Under such eireumstances, how could those
who employed labour hope to compete with
other countries, where the working man
could live so much cheaper? The Accli-
matisation Society had made praiseworthy
efforts to encourage the growth of articles
suitable for export, and no doubt honour-

to Opening Speech.

Dairy produce had fallen to the same
extent, and not long since he was offered
butter in Ipswich at sevenpence per pound.
‘While the price of produce was so low, if
the Government took off the road-parties
and allowed the roads to get into a bad
state, the cost of transit to the market
would be more than the value of the goods.
That certainly would be economy in the
wrong direction. It was wrong to suppose

. that because they were steadily increasing
they might have got one among themselves |

able members had noticed the sample of |
rice - in the library. That showed the :

country and climate were suitable for the

growth of rice, but agriculturists knew it |

was no use to endeavour to compete
with other countries under the present cir-
cumstances. The same thing might be said
of hemp, jute, and indigo, which would, no
doubt, grow well in Queensland, but would
not be remunerative under the existing
high rate of taxation. It had been said
that the various road-parties around Bris-
bane had been placed there for political
purposes ; but some of thosemen had been
working on the roads for four or five years,
and how was it possible that they could
have been employed by the present Op-
position party for political purposes
during the elections? Honourable mem-
bers were no doubt aware that the
products of farmers had fallen in
value fully 50 per cent., and that corn was
now selling at two shillings per bushel.

railway communication there was no ne-
cessity for roads. That seemed to be the
impression however, and it had been the
policy of former Governments rather to
spend money to build railroads than to lay
it out for the benefit of the agriculturist
and the settler. It would be found that,
whilst upwards of four and a-half millions
had been expended out of loan for railways,
only just half-a-million had been spenton
roads and bridges in the various districts.
He was sure that honourable members who
had travelled around Brisbane would not
say that road-parties were not needed;
and he was pleased to find that the Minis-
ter for Works had- travelled around the
suburbs, for he must have seen that there
was still necessity for road-parties being
engaged on the roads in the suburbs and
around the farms. It would give honour-
able members some idea of the state of the
roads around the farms when he stated
that the cost of carriage ‘from the farm to
the mill was one-third of the value of the
cane. It cost as much to cart two miles
along the road as to cultivate the ecane.
Such a state of things was not satisfactory,
and was not giving the agricultural interest
that fostering care which it should receive.
If the Government wished to foster agricul-
ture they would not- have taken this
step of disbanding the road-parties. He
had a word to say about immigration,
in reply to the challenge thrown out by the
Colonial Secretary that there was no other
course to adopt than the one followed by
the Government. It might be necessary,
through the depressed state of the labour
market, to control or lessen in some mea-
sure the number of immigrants coming
into the colony; but he (Mr. Grimes)
questioned the wisdom of stopping immi-
gration altogether. These times of de-
pression were, he hoped, only temporary.
It must be remembered that the colony
had been suffering from a severe drought
for two years, affecting agriculturalists
and pastoral lessees alike, and compelling
them to reduce their expenditure. No
works or improvements were going on on
the stations, and the same might be
said of the farms. But he hoped that
better times were now setting 1n. The
interior had been refreshed by plen-
teous rains, and things looked prosperous

- for the graziers as also for the farmers;

doubtless, as prosperous times set in, the
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proprietors would be improving their hold-
ings, and there would be then requirement
for more labour. Again, various sugar
mills would commenee operations soon, and
they would require labour. This would
absorb a large number of the labourers
now walking about the colony idle. He
did not think there was reason for the
Government inferring that by continuing
immigration they would inundate the
colony to such an extent that there would
be any large amount of starvation. If it
was understood that this colony could only
support the number of souls now in it—a
population of some 200,000—they had no
right to send to the home money markets
and borrow money. The colony ecertainly
would not be a good security for the
money-lenders if it was reduced to
that. What was required in the matter
of immigration was, not to stop it
completely, but to use a little more diseri-
mination in the selection of the immigrants.
A great many of the people who came out
had been fit neither for employment on
public works, nor by agriculturists. Lately
there had been far too many artisans and
tradesmen sent out, and they had not been
able to get employment at their own trades,
and had been comparatively useless when
engaged upon farms. This was one reason
why there were so many unemployed in the
colony. He noticed by the report of the
Auditor-General that, at home,local agents
were appointed at salaries of £150 each,
to get emigrants for the various vessels.
He supposed this was a kind of “filling
up,” and he also thought that these local
agents might be called “ street scavengers,”
judging by the quality of the immigrants
sent from home. He might remark, here,
that, from the action of the Government in
regard to continental immigration, he could
not but deduce the inference that they did
not wish to see German immigrants. ' When
they only stopped part of the immigration
from the United Kingdom they had com-
pletely abolished it from Germany. He
could not see why they should have done
this. "With the exception, perhaps, of the
people brought by two vessels, the people
introduced from Germany were a very desir-
able class to bring into anew country; they
were almost all competent farm labourers,
steady and industrious, and made desirable
settlers. He was sure honourable members
would bear him out in the statement, that
when the Germans got little farms of their
own, more thrifty, enterprising colonists
could not be had. If anyone had any doubt
upon this head, he could easily settle it by
visiting the Middle Ridge, Toowoomba, and
the German settlements on the Albert, Lo-
gan, and elsewhere. Itseemed strangetohim
that the Government, when they considered
Ibnecessary to stop immigration altogether,
owing to the depressed state of the labour
market, should not have considered it ex-
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pedient to check in any measure the
introducing of kanakas. If so many men
were walking about idle, and there was
so much distress, how was it that the
Government did not endeavour o check
the introduction of this eclass of labour
also? The late Government saw the
necessity of dealing with kanaka im-
migration, and alluded to it in the
Speech ; but this Government did not men-
tion a word about it in the Speech read
yesterday. He believed that the importa-
tion of kanaka labour was in a greaf mea-
sure the reason why immigrants had nof
found employment. On consulting returns
he found that, during the years 1875, 1876,
and 1877, as many kanakas had been im-
ported as Englishmen and Germans. Dur-
ing these three years 9,000 immigrants over
the age of twelve years had been introduced
from Great Britain and the Continent, as
against 6,355 kanakas. If from the num-
ber of Buropean immigrants they took
those who could hardly be called working
men—namely, persons between the ages of
twelve and seventeen —and those who
were not likely to engage as agricultural
labourers, such as tradesmen, clerks, and
mechanies, it would be conceded that he
was right in asserting that as many agri-
cultural labourers had been introduced
from the Polynesian Islands as from Great
Britain and the Continent. It was said
that these kanakas had been brought for
the purposes of sugar cultivation, and did
not compete with whitelabour. Did theyfind
that this was so on looking abroad ? He had
no hesitation in saying there were sufficient
kanakas in the colony to grow two or three
times the quantity of sugar now being pro-
duced. They had only 15250 acres of
land under sugar-cane, and they had in
the colony 6,669 kanakas—enough to grow
three times the amount of sugar now being
produced. He would go further and say,
that they had as many kanakas as would
do half the unskilled menial work in all the
cultivation in the eolony. There were only
100,000 acres under crop, and if they took
what was the usual rate of labour employed
on farms——namely, one man to eight acres,
it would be seen that his asserfion was
justified. It was well known that kanakas
were competing with white labour. They
were not found in the sugar plantations
alone, as honourable.members well knew,
but they were engaged as shepherds,
stockmen, ploughmen, fencers, farm la-
bourers, * grooms, stablemen, and coach-
men, and, if it were possible to overcome
the prejudice to a black face, they would
also be employed as housemaids and
nurses. Further than this, they were even
becoming masters and taking contracts for
tree-ringing, fencing, clearing, and other
kinds of work ; they could even be seen
coming into towns and taking out licenses
for wood-carting. A ecouple of kanakas
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passed his door nearly every day hauling
wood into town and selling it. Was it
right that kanakas should be allowed to
compete in this way with the labour of
white people? He had no hesitation in
declaring that half the distress at present
in the colony among the labouring classes
was chargeable to the importers and em-
ployers of kanaka labour, and he cer-
tainly wondered that the Government had
been blind to the fact—it was an
important national question, and it un-
doubtedly deserved bringing forward in the
House. Why the Government had not
- done so was because there were among the
chief supporters of the Government the
agents’ representatives and employers of
this kind of labour;—he was glad to be
able to say, also, that they were all
on the opposite side of the House, and
that the hands of all honourable members
on his side were clear in this matter.
He thought, too, that the Colonial Trea-
surer might have seen that the revenue
was being affected also.  There had
been imported into the colony 14,000
kanakas. Had white labour been em-
ployed in place of them, had one-third the
number of these men been imported from
home with their wives and families, the
return that would have been given to
the Treasury through the Customs, at
the rate now paid per head in taxation,
would have given the colony an in-
crease of something like £60,000. The
Government need not be afraid that
the withdrawal of kanaka labour would
injuriously affect the sugar industry, as
that industry did not depend upon black
labour. A great deal had been made of
the work required on sugar plantations.
Tt had been stated that white men could
not possibly do a certain kind of labour
called “trashing™; that no men but
kanakas could stand it in the North. If
that was the case, let * trashing” alone.
He had dispensed with *trashing ” for
six years, and he had no hesitation in say-
ing “that the cane did just as well. If
kanakas were required for *trashing”
only they could remain at home. Perhaps
there was some reason why the Govern-
ment did not like to tackle this ques-
tion. There was reason to believe that
the Government were themselves em-
ployers of kanaka labour. If one might
take any notice of what was reported by
the Ministerial organ, the Courier, they
found that for the surveying craft
¢ Llewellyn,” eight or nine kanakas had
been engaged as seamen, the reason given
being that British seamen could not stand
the heavy work required—pulling oarsin a
hot sun. The hardihood and powers of
endurance of her seamen had been the
hoast of Great Britain; but it seemed that
this boast was vain, and that their pride
was about to be humbled, when the Gov-
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ernment of Queensland found that the
powers of endurance and the skill in using
oars of British seamen was not equal to
that of a savage race. Such a statement
was an insult to British seamen. Turning,
now, to the Speech from the Throne, he
must certainly say that he was dis-
appointed with it. He expected to see
something better, something more bold,
and something a little plainer from
the Government. There seemed to be too
much pulling down instead of building up
in the Speech, and he thought a very homely
proverb might be looked upon as a fair
comment upon the first five or six clauses
in the Speech. He would put it in this
way :—*“ The most untutored and unskilled
labourers walking in our streets could pull
down the most stately edifice in the city,
but it would take a master builder to
erect a better edifice upon the site of the
ruins.”  He thought that the Govern-
ment had something before them to do.
Clause 11 in the Speech told honourable
members that no increase of taxation would
be necessary through the Customs. Well,
if Government could manage to carry out
the policy shadowed forth in the second
clause, he had no doubt that it would not
be necessary to increase the Customs duties.
They found it stated in that clause, after
it had been mentioned that the Local Gov-
ernment Act had been a failure, that hon-
ourable members—

*“ Would be asked to sanction the mnecessary
steps for relieving the Grovernment of the colony
from its responsibilities in connection with
purely local affairs.”

‘Whatneed would there be for increased tax-
ation, if Government were going to relieve
themselves from their * responsibilities in
connection with purely local affairs P"—by
which he presumed roads, bridges, &ec., were
meant. The expenditure for these items
amounted to something like £93,000 a year;
but if this amount was to be raised, was it
notstill aburden uponthe people P—~whowas
itto be upon? Notupon the pastoral tenants
of the Crown-—they did not require money
for roads and bridges, betause they occu-
pied a wide extent of country, and when
one part became cutup they could move
on to another, But in the case of agri-
cultural settlers it was very different.
They had only certain roads to use, they
were hemmed in by fences, and if there
was no money expended on these roads
they would be completely blocked up, so
far as traffic was concerned. These roads
would have to be repaired, and if the
Government did not do it he supposed
that it would have to be done by local
taxation. It therefore seemed to him that
this stalement was very much like trying
to hoodwink the people. With reference
to clause 4 of the Speech, it had been re-
marked that, if there was only £2,350 differ-
ence between the tenders for carrying our
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mails by vessels manned by Europeans and
others manned by kanakas and Chinamen,
that was a very small sum; and he quite
agreed that the Government were not jus-
tified in not accepting that tender. If the
seamen on board those vessels were married
men, and their families resided in the colony,
they would consume dutiable articles that
would more than pay that sum through the
Customs. With regard to clause 12, taking
into consideration the speech of the Premier
on the famous three-million loan vote, he
thought a little alteration in the terms of
that clause would suit their purposes
better. Instead of reading—

“12. My Ministers are of opinion that the

settlement of population and the increase of
land revenue depend upon the speedy exten-
sion of our facilities for internal ecommunica-
tion ¥’—
It should read: “My Ministers are of
opinion that the settlement of sheep and
cattle on the lands of the interior, and the
income of a few pastoral temants of the
Crown, depend wupon the speedy extension
of our facilities for internal communica-
tion.” That was really the drift of it.
He could not understand what other use a
railway out to the far west could be put to
but to encourage the settlement of sheep
and cattle. True, it was stated that there
was fine agricultural land out there—
splendid wheat-growing country ; but how
were they to get wheat down from
there when it was grown?—It would cost
more to bring it down even by railway than
it could be brought from Adelaide for by
ship. With respect to the Bill to reform
the electoral law, if it had the effect of
doing away with the large amount of cor-
ruption and impersonation that was now
practiced at elections, it would be legisla-
tion in the right direction. XEvery honest
straightforward man who now became a
candidate, and who would not descend to
the low tricks and dodges that were
practiced at elections, was placed at a great
disadvantage, and, a measure to remedy
that was well worthy of consideration. As
to the Bill to make better provision for the
granting of publicans’ licenses, he thought
it came from the wrong side of the House
to be of any use.

The Hon. J. Doveras : After what has
been said during the course of the debate
in reference to the discharge of a number
of men in the Works Department, T ex-
pected to hear some statement from the hon-
ourable Minister for Works, and I intended
to wait until he addressed the House; but
as it seems to be his intention not to do so,
I propose to address a few remarks on the
subject of the Speech. In the first place,
I may say in reference to the opening re-
marks of my honourable friend the present
leader of the Opposition, that he has cor-
rectly interpreted my wishes in regard to
the leadership of that side of the House;
and it seemed to me that it did not neces-
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sarily follow that, because I happened
to be at the head of the late Govern-
ment, that therefore I should occupy the
position of leader in the Opposition. ~ I felt
not only that, but also that probably my
bonourable friend would perform those
functions better than I could, and that I
was really consulting the wishes of those
gentlemen who are now acting together as
an Opposition by making way for the lead
of my honourable friend. And more than
that, I felt that I was consulting my own
wishes—that I should thereby enjoy a
liberty of action and freedom of expres-
sion and opinion which I could not have
enjoyed as the leader of a party. That-
right Tintend to exercise, and having been
the exponent of a party in this House, I
feel that under present circumstances I
may also value equally the privilege
I enjoy as an independent liberal, ex-
pressing my own opinion in virtue of the
responsibility conferred upon me by my
constituents. While, therefore, I am very
willing, and shall be proud to give every
assistance to my honourable friend in the
conduct of the business of this side of the
House, I have sufficiently indicated my
determination in certain matters to express
my own opinion, and I believe I am  best
serving the interests of the colony by doing
80, because I do not think itis desirable in
the interests of the country that we should
absolutely divide into two hostile camps.
The movers of opinion, those who really
create opinion, are more likely to be found
amongst that moderate class of men who
are determined not to look at things through
mere party spectacles, and who have made
up their minds that the good of the coun-
try shall Dbe their firsf consideration.
I shall now refer to a few remarks made
by honourable gentlemen opposite during
the debate ; and in the first place I must
take notice of something said by the hon-
ourable genfleman at the head of the Gov-
ernment, in reply to the criticisms of my
honourable friend the leader of the Oppo-
sition, in reference to the econduét of the
election for Townsville. The honourable
gentleman’s reply was a #w gquogque. He
sald if there had been anything wrong
done there, equal wrong was done atthe
election for Mulgrave. The objection of
my honourable friend the member for
North Brisbane was to two polling-places
being appointed within a very short dis-
tance of each other outside the electoral
district, and that at these polling-places
certain acts were performed that were
not in accordance with propriety—that
a large amount of personation had been
effected. I am nobt acquainted with this
matter; I paid no attention to it, bub
I have no doubt it was correctly stated.
In reference to the charge made against
me by the Premier that I, when in office,
appointed a place called Musket Flat a
polling-place for the electorate of Mul«
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grave, I have simply to say that it is a
customary thing to appoint polling-places
outside the bounds of an_electoral districs.
The object is to secure the convenience of
the electors, and I did no more than follow
out that practice in appointing Musket
Flat a polling-place for Mulgrave. Certain
representations were made to me as to the
desirability of appointing it as such, and
I had to judge of that matter and
decide, and I finally decided against it.
‘With regard to Maryborough, that also
was a polling-place for Mulgrave, and
very properly so, for the convenience of
electors. A large number of votes were
polled, and I believe the honourable gen-
tleman prides himself upon having secured
a majority there. I know a great many
electors came in, and that I had to take
exception to the conduet of an ardent sup-
porter of my own, because he afforded
facilities that I hardly expected for the
conveyance of electors to the poll. The
result was that the honourable gentleman
opposite got a considerable majority there,
and T know that a considerable amount of
the expenses of those who came in to vote
on that occasion were paid by the agents of
the honourable gentleman opposite. I am
sorry to say, in connection with the general
election, that there was a great deal more
of this kind of thing going on than was
healthy or desirable. I am satisfied that
it was illustrated to a far greater extent by
honourable gentlemen opposite than it was
by gentlemen on this side of the House,
and I am quite sure that a considerable
amount of money was corruptly expended

- during the elections, and that the result of
that expenditure materially influenced the
returns that were made.

The Prenrer : No doubt of it.

The Coronian Secrerary: Road-par-
ties.

Mr. Doveras: I will come to the
road-parties by-and-by. With regard to
accusations in connection with the Mul-
grave electorate, I hope that I have dis-
posed of them. I endeavoured, in my capa-
city as Colonial Secretary at that time, to
administer the Act as fairly as I possibly
could. It was a new Act, brought into
operation atan inconvenient time and under

ressure, but I tried to ecarry it out

onestly, and I may congratulate myself
that no serious hitch occurred ; and I am
conscious that no influence was used on my
part that was in any way likely to interfere
with the freedom of the electorsin express-
ing their opinions. I will now deal with the
statement respectingroad-parties. The state-
ment made was a very distinet one, although
the Colonial Secretary appeared to try to
modify it to some extent afterwards. The
Premier said—

“The late Government had used their in-
fluence and the funds of the colony in putting
on road gangs in every part of the country
merely for election purposes.”
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Now, I challenge the honourable gentle-
man to the proof of that, and I shall bring
him to prove it in time or to disprove it. It
is a broad statement that I, as head of the
Government, did this with the assistance
of the Minister for Works, I presume, for
the time being. I shall take the hon-
ourable member for Darling Downs first
and include him in the category, for
he administered that office for a consider-
able time; and I will add my honour-
able friend the leader of the Opposition,
who also acted as Minister for Works. If
there was anything of this sort done, it must
have been with my cognizance, and the
cognizance of either one or other of those
honourable members. The chargeis adirect
one—that of corruptly using the power
of the Administration in order to affect the
result of the elections; and if the honour-
able gentleman opposite is an honourable
man, as I know him to be, he will come out
with his proof. T will not say, as the
honourable gentleman said yesterday, in
reply to some statement, that it was false.
I do not indulge in that kind of language,

“but I shall claim that he proves what he

said.

The PrEMIEr: There is plenty of proof.

Mr. Doueras: If there is plenty of
proof it can be produced. It must be
furnished in such a form that the House
can judge of its proof ; and, unless the hon-
ourable gentleman does so, I shall impute
to him the capacity for making reckless
statements which have no foundation. The
next reference I shall make is to the state-
ment made, that the decisions arrived at
by the late Government in regard to the
adoption of lighter rolling-stock and a
lighter permanent-way for the Townsville
railway has been reseinded, and, I presume,
the orders countermanded. I quite admit
that the honourable gentleman, if he, on
entering office, arrived at the conclusion
that our deliberations in this matter were
based on a wrong foundation, was perfectly
justified in rescinding them. I do not dis-
pute his power and right to make use of his
responsibility in that way, but I say that
in so doing he has receded from the path
of progress in which we entered, and by so
much has, I believe, diminished the amount
of railway communication which we are
likely to have in the future.

The Preuier: I do not think so.

Mzr. Dovaras: The honourable gentleman
has been an exponent of cheap railways all
through his carveer. I remember the first
notice I had of him was a statement he
made to the effect that railways might be
made for 2,000 a mile, and, if I recollect
rightly, he followed that up by a statement
that he could get competent gentlemen in
Melbourne to undertake to complete rail-
ways at that price, or a price a little in
advance of it—#£2,500 per mile. I do not
know whether he is now likely to change
his opinion, but my experience of railways,
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Is the country to have nothing because

construction which wehave hithertoadopted, | during one year out of some half-dozen we

leads me to the conclusion that that cannot
be done; and I am also satisfied that, by
the adoption of the principles which I be-
lieve Mr. Ballard is quite competent to
carry out, both as to divising and executing
the work, some approach at any rate to
that might have been arrived at. But the
honourable gentleman has done his best
that that approach shall not be attained,
and I say he has been wrong in revising
the course of conduct which we had
adopted after deliberate consideration.

The PreMiER: It is the best thing we
have done yet.

Mer. Dovaras: I believe the whole secret
of cheap railways depends upon light
rolling-stock, constructed wpon proper
specifications, and I believe the specifica-
tions in this case were maturely arrived at,
and that you willneverarrive at the construe-
tion of cheap railways without light rolling-
stock suitable for light trafic. Now that
time is deferred, and the responsibility is
upon thehonourable gentleman’s shoulders.

The Premier: I never said anything
about rolling-stock, and have done nothing
with regard to it. I gave the particulars
in which the minute was rescinded asto
the gradients and rails.

Mr. Dovgras : I believe it was acknow-
ledged that the rails should be steel. There
was some difference of opinion as to whether
they should be thirty or forty pound
rails, and I am inclined to forty-pound
rails. But the matter upon which I
place my dependence for the construction
of cheap railways is, that until we get light
rolling-stock we shall never have cheap rail-
ways. Inow proceed to a further statement
of the honourable gentleman, that the dismis-
sals of the men at the Ipswich workshops
were at present a necessity. If he con-
siders that those dismissals were an ab-
solute necessity, then he has failed alto-
gether to apprehend what are the real neces-
sities of the country. He has surely some
hepe for this colony, notwithstanding that
during the last few months we have had to
go through bad times. He has surely
some conception that our railway systems
are to be extended. He knows that he
has been to a great extent instrumental in
passing those very railway measures which
are now being carried out. If they are
not exactly in the form he desired, he
knows that he was the great prophet and
apostle of railway extension everywhere,
saying constantly that nothing could be
done without ralways. Surely he does

not think that everything is over with us— |
that we are never going to make any more |

railways because we have had six months
of a dry season, a little difficulty as
to finaneial arrangements, and a probable
deficit at the end of one financial year. Is

he going to lose courage on this account?

are likely to have a deficit? If that isthe
character of the honourable gentleman,
then he has not the courage which he ought
to have to make him capable of being a
ruler and governor of this country. He
says these discharged men were not neces-
sary. Surely he might have held out, at
any rate, until he shadowed forth his
policy—until he had given Parliament an
opportunity of saying whether or not it
considered that those large reduetions in
this form should be made. If it is the
intention of the Government to construct
rolling-stock, on private tenders, by private
firms, that is a distinet poliey, and I shall
be prepared to discuss it when the occasion
arises. A great deal may be said for it,
and I do not mean to say that I should
always feel justified in advocating large
Government shops wherever there is arail-
way, and where rolling-stock could be con-
structed by private firms probably with'
equal advantage to the public. But
surely, if there is going to be a marked
change in the policy of the Government
in this-respect, Parliament should have
been consulted before Executive action
was prematurely taken. The honourable
gentleman said this was a dire necessity,
and that no one more than he felt how hard
it was to come to this decision, adding that
he would be no party to the dismissal of
working men for political considerations.
I hope if, after due investigation and
examination into the mode and manner
of these dismissals, it should happen to be
proved that political considerations have
weighed with the honourable gentleman,
he will stand by his words and be no
party to the dismissal of any single man
for political considerations only. I speak
now with some reserve, the papers not
having yet been laid on the table; but my
information leads me to the conclusion
that direct personal and political con-
siderations have weighed in this matter.
I will give one instance. I have been in-
formed—and doubtless the facts are
pretty generally known—that amongst
those who were dismissed was a man who
had been employed at Ipswich for the
last twelve or thirteen years—a pattern-
maker of the name of Blunt, an ex-
cellent workman, whose work has never
been found fault with, but who is perhaps
better known as a captain of Volunteers
than as a pattern-makerin the workshops.
I am told that this man has always been a
most faithful workman, and that the Gov-
ernment are not likely to get a more
faithful or a more efficient one in his place.
‘Why was this man dismissed? It is said
that he was dismissed because he had taken
a prominent partin elections. This may

\ be wise or not on the part of a working

man in the employ of the Government;
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but has he not a right to do so if he
chooses? We have not disqualified him.
We have not made it a condition that he
should hold his tongue because he was
receiving pay from the Government. If
we had done so he would have known it,
and would have violated that condition
with the penalty of dismissal before his
eyes. But he has violated no condition,
and because he happens to have expressed
his opinion offensively, doubtless, to some
politicians, he has now been cashiered, to
all appearance, for political considerations.
Other facts connected with these dismissals
have come under my notice, but I shall not
detain the House by referring to them now,
for the subject will, T hope, meet with a
most exhaustive discussion, and, if neces-
sary, a thorough examination before a com-
mittee of this House. I will now say a
few words with reference to the Colonial
Secretary’s speech. That honourable gentle-
man is no doubt a perfect adept at the
“shillelagh ” style of argument—at a sort
of robust banter-—when addressing this side
of the House. That style is all very well
in its way ; there is a good deal of sound
in it, although not very much of argument.
The honourable gentleman told the honour-
able member for Enoggera that he had no
right to criticise the financial actions of the
Government. I shouldlike to put it to the
common sense of honourablemembers, ifmy
honourablefriend has nottheright tocriticise
financial statements, who in this House
had? Are we going to be muzzled by the
honourable gentleman? Are we to sit
here like dumb dogs, because nobody
has a right to criticise him? I submit
that if the honourable member for Enog-
gera has not a right to open his mouth
about financial matters, there is no man in
this House who has. And, certainly, I
have never heard matters of finance, es-
pecially the banking transactions of the
Government, handled with more effect than
they were by my honourable friend last
night. The Colonial Secretary in this
matter handled his club with considerable
force, but without much dexterity. In re-
ferring to the sale of leases, the honour-
able gentleman at the head of the
Government said the sale was carried out
in the way it was because it was the
only way in which they could be sold
in accordance with the law; that he
was a rigid legalist, and therefore he had
determined to put the law in force. I
had the honour of waiting with others
upon the honourable geuntleman at the
Treasury on a late occasion, when we en-
treated him to stay his hand in this matter.
He declined to do so, and in reply tous I
was struck with the way in which he ex-
pressed himself, and communicated to those
present the thoughts that were really
passing in his mind. He said, first, that as
a matter of fact he had determined to
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make the law as bad as possible, and he
immediately corrected himself by saying
as “little bad” as possible. I think there
was more truth in the first statement than
in the second. A statement hasbeen made
—a very startling statement—by the Colo-
nial Secretary, that the action of the Gov-
ernment in this matter had prevented a
contemptible ring from getting a loan for
the purchase of those runs.

The Corow1ar SECRETARY: I never said
any such thing. As a matter of personal
explanation, I may say that my speech was
so badly reported that I have positively
refused to correct it. I said nothing about
getting a loan. 'Where were they to get a
loan from?

Mr. Doveras: The honourable gentleman
ought to know more about that than I do;
but I was really startled by the remark
that there was a contemptible ring likely to
be formed in order to buy up those runs,
and that he was thankful to” say that the
action taken by the Government had de-
feated this ring. ‘

The Coroniiar SkcrRETARY: I did say
that, but I said nothing about a loan,

Mr. Doveras: Well, there was a con-
temptible ring formed for the purpose of
running up the present holders of those
runs to a higher figure. That is really a
very startling statement. The honourable
gentleman hearing of the existence of this
ring, and learning that it was going to run
up the price the present holders were pay-
ing, took action accordingly to defeat them.
‘What right has the honourable gentleman
to assume that this was a ring? Ipresume
the origin of it was some information re-
ceived in mercantile circles, by which a
number of capitalists were prepared to go
into the market to buy these runs. But
the honourable gentleman seems to have
had better information. No doubt he had,
for the secrcts of the bank parlour are
open to him ; and he enjoys, now, the posi-
tion of having defeated the designs of this
contemptible ring. I hope the honourable
gentleman will furnish us with the names
of the members of this ring, so that we
shall learn whether they are really a ring
—really dishonest men. They may have
been bond fide competitors.

The Mizister For Lanps: They were
not.

Mcr. Dovernas: How does the honourable

" gentleman know ?

The Minvister For Laxps: I do not
know anything about therc being a ring,
but I do know that they were not bond fide
competitors.

Mr. Doveras: The honourable gentle-
man determined at all events that they
should not have the chance of proving their
bona fides. Would it not have been much
better to have allowed things to take their
course? Does not the test of a man’s
bona fides in a matter of this kind consist



Address in Reply

in his payment of the money? Could not
the honourable gentleman have allowed
the sales to go on in such a form as would
have cnabled these gentlemen {o test the
market? That would have been only fair.

But the honourable gentleman at the head .

of the Government probably knew nothing
about this. He only looked at the law, and
said thatthe lawmusthaveits way, although,
perhaps, he was aided in his interpretation
of the law by the information he received
from his colleagues. The Colonial Secre-
tary is very good sometimes at blurting
out the truth,and he did so on this occasion
on the principle, no doubt, of telling the
truth and shaming the devil "—althongh I
do not wish to associate the honourable
gentleman at the head of the Government
with the personage referred to in that
proverb. It is uncommonly like it, how-
ever, for he has put his chief into a corner
and made him look very foolish. I now
proceed to mnotice what was said by the
Colonial Secretary in reference to the
Edueation Department, leaving aside for
the present the general question, and touch-
ing only a matter in which I am specially
concerned. The honourable gentleman was
pleased to speak of the town of Mary-
borough as a pet constituency of the late
Ministry, and in this sense I must take up
the ecudgels. Maryborough was instanced
as a case in which the Act had been frighs-
fully over-ridden, saying that the people
there had not contributed their fair quota
according to the Act, and that the leader
of the Opposition, in his capacity as
Minister of Education, had shown undue
favour to Maryborough in virtue of its
being a “ pet constituency.” The honour-
able gentleman isin error. Idonot say he
made a false statement, because that is not
in my line, but he was making an incorrect
statement. The full contribution was origi-
nally made by the Maryborough people to
their school under the old Aect, and their
school constituted a very valuable pro-
perty. When the immigration depdt was
finished, it was considered by many that it
would be more suitable for a school, and
that the old school would be quite suit-
able, with some slight repairs, for an immi-
gration depdt. Accordingly, the local com-
mittee advised the Government to exchange
buildings, and, with the good will of the
people of the town finally assured, the
transfer was effected. What harm is
there in that? There is no violation of
the Act. Since, then, certain play-sheds
have been built at this school, and the
Maryborough people have contributed their
quota towards that work to the utter-
most farthing, although there was some
little grumbling about it. Other matters
connected with education I will leave the
late Minister for Education to defend, but
I must say that I am, and always have
been, opposed to the system of contributing
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one-fifth of the cost of school buildings. I
believe it would be better to build schools
entirely from the publicresources, and that,
if additions have to be made, the Govern-
ment should take the responsibility of
them. Although 1 do not believe in the
contribution at all, I still think that the
administration of the Act, as carried out
by my honourable friend, is better, is more
likely to contribute to the effective admi-
nistration of the Aect, than that which
has been lately adopted under the new
rules promulgated by the Government.
Before proceeding to say a few words on
the Address itself, there are just one or
two other matters to which I had better
refer at the presenttime. In the first place,
the honourable gentleman at the hLead of
the Government took occasion to express
great indignation at some remarks made
by the leader of the Opposition in
respect to some ballast on the Western
Railway. I suspect that not much impor-
tance was attached to the remarks of my
honourable friend, but the honourable gen-
tleman who criticised them took up the
matter in a somewhat different way, and
said it was a strictly professional question.
If that be so, I would ask why did the
honourable Minister for Works undertake to
settle it by the light of his non-professional
wisdomP The storyis that the honourable
gentleman went up to inspect the Western
line, and seeing some ballast there which
he did not approve of, instead of referring
the matter to his professional adviser, the
Engineer -in-Chief, he brought down a
sample—I believe a gin-case full, to some
office in town—I heard the Courier office—
where it could be inspected. This was a
very unfair proceeding to the Engineer-in-
Chief—for, surely, if anyone is competent
to judge of the quality of ballast itisa
professional man. I know myself that
when walking along the railway line you
will see heaps of stuff, much of which ap-
pears unfit for ballast ; and if you go to
Ipswich where stone is crushed, or exa-
mine the Corporation stone heaps, you
will find the same. The heavier matter
gravitates, and you will see some metal
large and other very small. It seems
to me that the quality of ballast can
only be judged on the whole. I1f what I
hear is true, a sample of this ballast has
been sent to Melbourne for further judg-
ment by a professional man; and this is
still more ridiculous, as I do not conceive
that, whatever opinion may be expressed
by this gentleman on the sample forwarded
to him, any judgment could be given on the
whole quantity, as you must judge on the
spot, not by a specimen, but by a large
quantity. Some objection was taken to a
remark made by my Lonourable friend the
leader of the Opposition, that the Minister
for Lands and the Minister for Works
happened, at the time of the election for
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Northern Downs—being what I may call
one of the undesigned coincidences that
have happened lately—to be travelling in
that direction, not on the polling-day, but
some two days before; at any rate, by what
I will call an undesigned coincidence, they
were called in that direction. Those hon-
ourable gentlemen are somewhat inexperi-
enced as Ministers, and I hope they will
not take it amiss when I say that what I
have called an undesigned coincidence may
not always be accepted as such by the
public. I give that advice in the best
part possible, because they have not had
that experience which I have had. Pro-
ceeding now to - the Speech, I may re-
mark that it would not have been unbe-
coming to have made some reference in it
to the death of the late President of the
Legislative Council, Sir Maurice O’Con-
nell. He filled a conspicuous position here,
and had acted as Governor, so that I think
that it would only have been a fitting
recognition of his long service to have
taken notice of his decease in the Speech.
It is an ordinary custom to take notice of
the arrival and departure of Governors
and Royal personages; and as the deceased
gentleman held a high position in our
domestic government, it would only have
been becoming to have noticed his deathin
an official way. At the same time, I do
not wish it to be supposed that the Gov-
ernment were not sensible of the very high
services rendered by the late President of
the Council, and I am ouly expressing my
personal regret that the fact of his decease
did not find a place in the Speech at the
opening of Parliament. With regard to
the Speech itself, I do not wish to say
either that there is nothing in it or a great
deal in it. I know that these addresses
are usually constructed for certain purposes,
and T do not myself place great reliance on
opening speeches, knowing that they are a
kind of formal announcement which the
practice of Parliament renders necessary
should be made, and which sometimes does
not give quite so much information as you
would expeet, and sometimes touches on
matters not always anticipated. I do not
think Parliament, as a whole, should place
much importance upon these official pro-
grammes. They are very often puzzles,and,
as I know, there are great difficulties in
construeting them. Sometimes I have had
the greatest difficulty in the world in making
a Governor’s Speech, and I can quite
sympathise with honourable gentlemen in
the difficult task which lay before them in
order to get through this 8pcech. There is
a sort of artlessness in some parts of it,
which has my entire approval and admira-
tion ; but it 18 not quite so definite on some
points as I should like to see, or as
the general public would like to have
it. We who are within the inner circle,
and who know the difficulty of construct-
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ing these official notifications, are willing
to make some excuse on the points
which do mnot appear eclear, but for
the general public there is a want of
definiteness and clearness on some matters
for which they cannot easily account.
Passing, however, to the first paragraph of
the Local Government Bill which is advo-
cated, I hope the Government will be
suceessful in improving the law if they find
it necessary; but I think that for many
purposes the Local Government Bill which
was passed last session is as good a Bill as
you will get, and does not warrant the
accusation brought against the late Gov-
ernment, and impliedly against their sue-
cessors as well. You are only postponing
the difficulty, and for many purposes the
Local Government Bill of last session is a
good one, and you will not get a better;
but I never anticipated that it would come
into effective operation until, at any rate,
a session of Parliament subsequent to its
being passed had been gonme through,
because at present local districts do not see
the necessity of coming under its operation
until Parliament has shown it does not
intend to pursue the former system.
The Act certainly anticipated that the
districts would incorporate themselves
under it, but experience tells us that
they will not do so. It is not until
they feel the shoe pinch that they will come
under its operation, and the shoe pinches
only when this House says it will not vote
money for local works except under certain
conditions. But I mean to say this, that
the Local Government Bill passed last ses-
sion is quite equal to do all the work you
require. We have, however, alwaysasserted
that this Parliament would reserve to itself
the right to vote certain sums for special
works. Forinstance, my honourable triend
has told us that there must be certain main
lines of road constructed, which need not
necessarily come under the operation of
the Local Government Act, and for which
a direct appropriation would have to be
made, and which would st:ll require to be
made even if the Bill spoken of in the
Speech is passed. If you expect to see the
operation of any measure of local self-
government you must wait; and you only
arrive at the real kernel when you have
decided upon the sums of money you will
vote and what you will not vote. Leta dis-
trict see the amount of money you will
vote for it, and it will know what you
mean by local self-government. Pressure
will have to be brought to bear on districts
in the way I have stated, for [ believe
there is no other way of securing their co-
operation than by that means. At the
same time, I may say that I am quite
prepared to discuss such a question as
this on its merits, but I think that it is
not necessary to provide for outside dis-
tricts in any very elaborate manner, for
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they have mnot yet had to meet the
demands of a large population, and there-
fore there is no such desire in those
outside districts for local self-govern-
ment as in the older established dis-
tricts. It is in Moreton, Wide Bay, Rock-
hampton, Townsville, and in the Darling
Downs districts that the inhabitants are
most affected by measures of local govern-
ment.

The SecrETARY FoR LaNDs (Mr. Perkins):
They are not coming under them.

Mr. Doveras: Then they will not come,
T suppose,under your Bill either. However,
it will be a cardinal principle of any Bill, T
presume, that votes will be made by Parlia-
ment in-an equivalent proportion to sums
raised in any district, and it will be agreed
that Parliament will be willing to find
those means if the local distriets will find
the machinery for carrying out local gov-
ernment. I have not very much doubt,
however, about their then coming in, but
the principles I have indicated will have
to be stringently applied; and I think
I can promise for this side of the House,
we will give full consideration to any mea-
sure on: this subject the Government are
prepared to bring forward. Thereis another
tolerably definite announcement that there
will be a loan, but thereis a certain amount
of haziness about what it is to be applied
to. Then the settlement of population
and internal communication are men-
tioned ; but nothing is said about railways.
The honourable gentleman has taken care
to say nothing about railways at all. I
must say I should like in time to know
what really are his definite proposals. He
may take plenty of time, and I am not
sure it was necessary to say anything more
than this in the Speech. And if this means
there is to be a definite proposal for the
making of certain railways, I shall be pre-
pared to entertain it on 1ts merits; and I
hope it, will not be long before we know
what it is. However, it appears to be
certain that there is to be a loan; and
I presume from what the honourable
gentleman has said before, that it will
be a biggish loan. He has always said
that when we were about to borrow we had
better go in for something heavy. He always
propounds a theory which leads me to sup-
pose that, in the matter of loans, he is in
favour of very heavy ordnance. I hope the
honourable gentleman will also be prepared
to remember that a loar means so many
hundreds of thousands a year of revenue,
if not taxation. I presume, therefore, he
has forecast all this, and that in time,
though there is to be no addition to taxa-
tion derived from the Customs, the means
of paying the interest upon this loan are
somehow or other to be found. And I
dare say the honourable gentleman has
the wit, and, I hope, the willingness,
to discover the means of finding it. He
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knows, and I know, that there is only
one way of finding it. He has already in-
dicated how. He has indicated that it is
on the territorial revenue in some form or
another that it,is to be found. We cannot
have an addition to our revenue of from two
bundred to three hundred thousand pounds
a year unless it is to come from the magni-
ficent landed estate which we have, bound-
less as it is, and unmeasured in its resour-
ces. Thehonourable gentleman has already
expounded to some extent, I believe, his
ideas, and I assume when he announces
his  works and financial policy he
will, at any rate, indicate how we are
to derive this largely increased amount,
which 1is inevitable, from the magni-
ficent territorial revenue we possess.
I must tell the honourable gentleman it
cannot ceme from the industrial classes.
They are already sufficiently burdened,
and I will be no party to increasing the
present burdens of the colony from such
sources of revenue. I believe it is quite
possible to obtain what is required, but it
must be done by a process that has not
been at all referred to in this Speech. His
friend-and colleague the Colonial Secretary
told us that, though it hasbeen intimated
there will be no additional taxation from
the Customs revenue, the Government is
not precluded from arranging an entirely
different tariff. Possibly this may be the
means employed, and perhaps the honour-
able gentleman may announce that we are
tohave an_entirely different tariff. Tt is
possible, also, he may have measures in
reserve in which he will indicate how
he is to acquire the additional revenue
which must necessarily follow from any
large inerease of our loan expenditure.
One other matter which the Speech sets
definitely within the policy of the Govern-
ment is the Pastoral Leases Act of 1876,
which is to be repealed. I do not think
there is any necessity—bad as the admini-
stration of that Act has been, chiefly made
bad by the insufficient means taken to
malke 1t effective~-to pass a new Bill. If
you touch this question, better touch the
whole question of leases in the settled and
unsettled districts alike; and if you wish
to obtain additional revenue there'is a way
for it. If we are to open up country by
extending railways in all directions it must
unquestionably be on the prineiple that the
districts benefited must find the means,
and that must involve the complete re-con-
sideration of the present pastoral tenure.
It is time there was a re-consideration.
The Government are at the present time
powerful by members, and we must pre-
sume powerful by organisation. They have
the best men amongst them in office, and
now is the time to propose such a measure.
If the present is not the time, then T
do mnot think you will find a time
for the proposal of the works policy
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which I suppose the honourable gentle-
man at the head of the Government hugs
to himself as the measure in which he
places the greatest confidence for the
retention of the confidence of the people.
He has always propounded this scheme,
and now he is in a position to carry it out.
The plan may involve responsibility, but
the Government have a strong follow-
ing, and ought not to shrink from it.
I have no hesitation in saying that the
land question requires to be dealt with
here quite as much as in the neighbouring
colony of New South Wales, where it is
indced wanted. With regard to immigra-
tion, the conduet of the Government has
been very different from what I should
have cxpected from the honourable gentle-
man at its head. He, if any man, has
invariably maintained that we should do
all we could to support immigration.
From the very outset he has affirmed that
the best thing to do was not only to induce
people to come out, but to assist them in
coming. He has illustrated over and over
again the value to the colony, above any-
thing, of population—men, women, and
children; and he has always up to the pre-
sent time consistently adhered to those prin-
ciples. I hope thatthis departure from those
principles is only a temporary one. I am
afraid he hasbeenoverborne by theinfluence
whieh the honourable the Colonial Secretary
exercises in this matter. That honourable
gentleman has done exactly what he did in
1870, and has not justified the action he
has taken. He asked, I think, one of my
colleagues what he would have done under
the circumstances : I have no hesitation in
saying what my proposal would have been
under the present circumstances. I do not
think so much of the reduction in the num-
ber of the immigrants, but the way in
which it has been done is most destructive
to the best interest of the country. The
simple and plain thing would have been to
give instruction to the Agent-General that
during the present year he was not to send
out more than a certain number of ships—
it might be half-a-dozen, or only three or
four—anything to keep up the connection.
But you have obliterated for the time
all trace of the past—you have discon-
nected yourself with business—you have
shut up your shop and practically de-
clared your bankruptecy. You have done
this just at the very time when it was
necessary to convince the people of Eng-
land that, though for the present we are not
prepared to take a large number of immi-
grants, we wish to keep up the connection,
in order that when the time comes to take
more immigrants we may be prepared to
do so. What more paltry excuse could
there be than that offered by the honour-
able the Colonial Secretary—that he had
stopped Geerman immigration because there
was no eontract in existence? That hon-
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ourable gentleman must know that a con-
tract could have been got at any time even
for a single ship, and that an advertisement
in The Times would have secured any
number of ships in a fortnight. So that
after all, that was a mere paltry excuse,
and noreason. You have therefore done
the wrong thing by not reducing immigra-
tion to a moderate extent, and taking
greater care of the immigrant. I am wil-
ling to acknowledge the fault of the late
Government that they did not look after
immigrants half enough; but then that
would involve not only legislation, but the
authority of this Parliament to a great ex-
tent. Weought—as Tadvocated as a private
member years ago—to make distinet pro-
vision for the settlement of immigrants in
a special manner by allocating certain
Crown lands for that purpose, and laying
ourselves out to make them available for
that purpose. That has becen done with
advantage in New Zealand, and I en-
deavoured to introduce it here. T was met
with insuperable diffieulties. I was told
that it was an attempt to plant in this vast
wilderness certain ““ Edens’ as satirised by
Dickens in “ Martin Chuzzlewit;” and the
project was objected to by the House. I
was not very sanguine that I should be
able to carry it; but it has been ap-
parent to me ever since that it is the
proper way to encourage immigration. The
argument used against it was, * why give
a preference to the people of England and
Germany against our own people?” That
was a most fallacious principle. By set-
ting aside certain portions of the magnifi-
cent land out west, and authorising an
insignificant amount of money for laying
out the land, I will undertake in a year
or two to find thousands of people to
settle there permanently. There is no
difficulty about it. There is a way to
do it; but the will is wanting. I hope
still to be able to convince Parliament that
this may be done. Moreover, I will never
be a party to the borrowing of money and
increasing the present indebtedness for
public works, unless the expenditure is
associated with the introduction of popula~
tion. What is the reason for making rail-
ways, but to supply convenience for the
people P Tt is simply ridiculous to increase
public works and railways unless the
population of the country is also in-
creased. The ultimate justification for
a works poliey is, that while carrying on
the works you are also introducing people,
making the country habitable, and prepar-
ing 1t for further accretions of population.
‘With regard to the paragraph concerning
the A.S.N. Company, I will just simply
say that, whatever may be urged from the
other side, I believe my Government did a

wise and patriotic thing in giving notice to
the company. It was the right thing to do,
I and I would doit over agamn, Whatever
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honourable members may say, I appeal to
the past to show that our action was not one
of words, but of acts. We acted delibe-
rately, according to the best interests of the
country, and I hope the course we took will
be pursued and maintained, I do not,
therefore, regret anything that has been
done in this matter; and L will support the
Government in carrying out this matter to
its legitimate conclusion. T think they are
right in refusing the terms of the A.S.N. Co.
It is absolutely necessary that we should
have communication with our Northern
ports, and if that cannot be sccured
through the intervention of the company
it must be secured in some other way. I
agree with the honourable gentleman oppo-
site that we must not be held bound hand
and foot by the company, as it is said we
are at the present time. We must find
means to free ourselves, and carry out
whatever may be necessary to maintain our
communication with the Northern ports. I
come now to the bank question—probably
the most serious of all. The honourable
gentleman at the head of the Government
winced rather at the remarks made by the
lLionourable leader of the Opposition.
It is quite possible that he may have been
somewhat justified in that, but he must
remember that this question is very pres-
sing, and one about which people are think-
ing, talking, and writing, more probably,
than upon any other. I find from conver-
sations that I have had that this matter is
looked upon as one of the most serious, and
one upon which we shall be called on to deli-
berate. The honourable gentleman, there-
fore, must not be surprised if his actions
are carefully and, perhaps censoriously eriti-
cised. He hasnot been prudent, though
to some extent we may make allow-
ance for him in this respect. He was
imprudent in entering so hastily upon
the matter and then—without counting
the cost, in drawing back. He ought to
have seen from the first that it was not wise
suddenly to interfere with the existing ar-
rangements, That ought to have settled
the matter, apart from the difficulty about
the legal construction to be placed upon the
existing arrangement. The honourable
gentleman ought to have seen that it was
not desirable to give such a brief notice,
and, therefore, it was desirable that the
agreement with the Union Bank should have
been allowed, by giving notice to that
effect, to run out in’ the ordinary course
of six months. Shareholder as he is,
and director as he was, in the Queens-
land National Bank, and one of the moving
spirits of the bank, he must not be sur-
prised that a certain amount of suspicion
and jealousy was directed to his aets in
connection with this matter, and that they
would be narrowly observed. If, therefore,
more has been said than ought to have
been, I think he is himself to blame to a
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great extent. I say at once that the expla-
nation as to the way the tender was received
is amply sufficient to satisfy me as to the
complete bona fides of the honourable gen-
tleman in that matter. I do mnot suppose
that he would lend himself to any unfair-
ness, but he must not forget that the public
look upon him as an interested person. He
has been instrumental in developing the
policy of the bank, and his friend and
colleague is a leading director.

Mr. Paryer: I amonlya young director.

Mr.. Doveras: The honourable gentle-
man must necessarily be aleading director,
because he is a man of strong will, and I
must give him the credit that, wherever he
may be placed, he will make himself felt.
He is a man of strong marked individu-
ality, and being so, and being a director of
the National Bank, I must submit that the
conclusions he arrives at will have a mate-
rial influence upon the policy of that insti-
tution.  This being the case, both the
Colonial Treasurer and the Colonial Secre-
tary must not be surprised that a certain
amount of suspicion is directed to them in
regard to this transaction. It is thercfore
very necessary that they should scan their
actions very carefully, and avoid even the
appearance of offence in this matter. The
Queensland Bank is a loeal institution, and
everybody, I think, wished that it should
have fair play. I see no reason why it
should not have a part of the Government
aceount, or even the whole, if it can be
shown that it is competent to earry out the
work committed to it; bub arriving at the
point at which the tenders were received,
and passing over the indiscretion and what-
ever suspicious acts may have been com-
mitted previously, I contend, when if
became apparent that there were only two
tenders put in, that, if there was anything
approaching to reason in the terms on
which the banks would do the public
business, both tenders should have been
accepted. One of the objects of having a
Government aceount is to have, not
only an institution in which to de-
posit your floating capital, but to have
security that, if you want money, you are
dealing with a bank competent to give it.
Was it not the object of the Government,
and ought it not now to be their object, tak-
ing a common-sense view of the matter and
leaving out the speeial features that
one tender was said to be somewhat
lower than the other, to get as much
strength as possible out of the bankspP I
say more strength would have been got
by accepting both than by accepting only
one.

Mr. McIowrarra : What strength do
we want P

Mr. Doveras: I tell the honourable
gentleman that this want may come before
he anticipates.
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Mr. McInwrarra : It will be a pity for
us if we should have to depend upon the
banks. .

Mr. Doveras: It may be so, but what
are you doing? It will be a pity, the
honourable gentleman says, if we should
ever have to depend upon the banks, and
yet the Ministry are going to hand over
our large balance of available Government
nioney to one bank. They have various
Government moneys, which are the property
of the people, and are voted for certain pur-
poses. What are the Government going to
do with it? By this agreement they are
going to hand over large proportions of this
sum to one bank. It is possible that,
when this agreement comes into force in
September, the Government balance then
available will exceed a million, and it may
approach two millions. They are going to
hand over that money to a bank or to two
banks—I do not care which, having great
doubts as to whether it should be given
to any. I declarc that I would almost
prefer to invest it in 3 per cent. consols. As
a positive fact, seeing the evil that has
arisen in a neighbouring colony, and here
even, from the application of public funds
to private purposes, we must find some
means of funding our money in a better
way. In one respect the whole banking
system is bad. In every placein the world
there is great competition between the
banks for money ; and they give high rates
for interest, and lend it out at a higher
rate upon security which is not first class.
‘What will be the outcome of this, apart
altogether from the question of the Queens-
land National Bank, or a combination of
associated banks? The outcome will be,
that if we do not provide for the matter as
we ought this session, the public funds
will be handed over to the bank to operate
on them for private purposes. The Colonial
Treasurer is probably much better ac-
quainted with banking business than I am,
but I must say that [ view with great dis-
trust that the National Bank may have
half-a-million of the public money to dis-
count to its customers, and I hold this dis-
trust for this reason, that at the present
time you cannot invest money profitably on
short dates. You may find long-dated in-
vestments. I donotmean to say that thereis
not plenty of property which will admit of
investments of that kind, but there is very
little property that will admit of your in-
vesting any large amount at short dates.

The Minister For Laxps: There is.

Mr. Doueras: I am sorry to hear the
honourable gentleman say so, because it is
an assertion of opinion based upon danger-
ous premises. It is, af least, debateable
ground, and yet the Ministry propose to
afford the means of large discount to one
bank without having any certainty that
when the money will be required it will be
available. They have no right to play
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ducks and drakes with the public money.
It was lent us by home capitalists to im-
prove our property, not for the purpose of
increasing the discounts; such a thing was
never contemplated, and yet that is what
the Grovernment plainly now contemplate. T
point to the neighbouring colonies in illus-
tration of the mischievous nature of this
golicy. I say what is contemplated cannot

e done with safety. It will follow that
you will require more loans. Having given
a large amount of your money to be used
in discounts, it may possibly be dangerous
to withdraw it—you run, possibly, even the
risk of losing the mouney altogether. You
may induce an institution, by handing over
to it large sums of the public money, to
enter into large speculations to such an
extent as to prevent us availing ourselves
of the money when it may be needed. The
very condition of the bank may be ques-
tioned—whether it be in a condition to
place the public funds in it with safety.
People have a right to know that the
public money is safely invested. Interestis
not the consideration, but the real eonsi-
deration is security. I hope I have given
the Colonial Secretary reasons for review-
ing the dual position he nowholds. Ihave
not the slightest doubt that, if he does not
take my opition now, it will some time or
other be forced upon him. I have not the
slightest doubt that I shall be able to prove
that he is holding positions incompatible
with each other. Ii these advances are
made, the bank will inevitably operate
upon them. The honourable gentleman
is the guardian, associated with his col-
leagues, of the public interest, and he
will assuredly never contend that he is
justified in transferring his trust to a private
institution, whatever its eredit may be.
‘We shall hold him accountable if he dares
to speculate with the public funds —if
he dares to give that institution the
means which will enable it to speculate
with the public funds. We have had suf-
ficient warning to deter us from facilitating
such a thing. I am justified in making
these remarks, because the Colonial Trea-
suver has stated that what was wanted was
capital for distribution. The more capital
we can get through the legitimate channels
of commerce—banking and so forth—the
more we can induce capitalists to place their
trust in us—the better ; but notin thisform.
I will never give my consent to the applica-
tion of the public funds for purposes of
private speculation, for that is what it will
come to. 1 say we are on the verge of it.
The honourable gentlemen opposite are
competent to carry out such a principle,
but they shall never have my consent. I
have thus, I trust, given some reasons
why a considerable amount of attention,
and even suspicion, should be attracted
to the action of the Government; —in
this respect my motives arise entirely
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from a desire to serve the real interests
of the country, and I believe I am doing
so in thus giving expression to my opinion.
I desire and am anxious to see all
due facilities given to the establishment
of local banking institutions. They may be
of the utmost benefit to us, and are certainly
much preferable to institutions that have
their directors at some other seat of com-
merce. Kvery encouragement should be
given to the Queensland National Bank,
which I look upon in that sense, or as an
approach to what I hope to see carried out
on a larger scale hereafter, because I do
not think we shall have our commercial
and industrial wants properly looked after
until we have local banks with local share-
holders and managed by local directors.
These I am sure will be of great benefit;
but never imagine for one moment that
I will give my support to bolster
up even a local institution with the
public funds in order to promote even
the very best objects. The objects may
be good, but they ought not to be pro-
. moted in this way, and I count upon the
intelligent support of what I believe to be
s large majority of this House in de-
terminedly putting our foot upon any
attempt of the Government to carry out
any system of this kind. They must be
warned by what has occurred in New
South Wales, where we see the most
suspicious transactions between the Gov-
ernment and the banks. Let us hope we
shall never see any such transactions here,

for I am sure they cannot conduce to the
" good of the community. I have thus dis-
charged my conscience in making this
statement simply for the good of the
colony. I shall endeavour to assist hon-
ourable gentlemen opposite in everything I
can agree with ; and where I cannof agree
with them I will oppose and thwart them
as much as I can, with the endeavour to
carry out what I believe to be, not the
advantage of any political party, but the
necessities and well-being of the country
at large.

The Minister vor Works (Mr. Mae-
rossan) : I think, sir, after the long speech
we have just heard, the honourable mem-
ber need net complain of not having spoken
before. He has tried the patience of the
House, and I am sure the patience of his
late colleagues, in the speech he has just
delivered. However, as far as I am con-
cerned, I shall leave his speech to a later
portion of my own, and confine myself as
much as possible to what was spoken by
the leader of the Opposition yesterday
evening, and especially to his attack upon
myself. He began his speech, as I thought,
in a very pleasant and benign manner, tell-
ing the House that he would assist the
Government in carrying on the business of
the country as far as he possibly could. I
certainly expected from that, and from
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other circumstances that came to my know-
ledge during the recess, that the honour.
able gentleman had changed his conduct—
that, like the snake that hybernates and
comes out and changes its skin, he had also
changed his skin and was going to appear
in the House in a different position, and
use different language to what he had
been in the habit of using formerly;
but I find that the Ethiopian is still
the Ethiopian, and I believe it is impos-
sible for the honourable gentleman to be
anything else than he really is. Yester-
day evening he began by accusing myself,
first, for being here; and secondly, as to
the manner in which I came here; but I
believe the whole head and front of my
offence, so far as he is concerned, is that I
am here at all—that I am here to confront
him and his late colleague who has just
sat down. I remember well upon the last
occasion, when this House was debating a
speech similar in nature but not in matter

to the present, the gentleman who
has just sat down, with somewhat
feminine spite, called out exultingly,

“ Where is the member for Kennedy?—
where’s the member for Rockhampton P
I now answer that honourable gentleman
that the honourable member for Kennedy
is here, and the honourable member for
Rockhampton is where he oughttobe. He
took exception to the placing of the late
member for Rockhampton in the Upper
House because he was a defeated candi-
date, but I ask if fault is to be found with
the Government for placing in the Upper
House that gentleman, who, when he was a
member of this Assembly, commanded the
respect, of all honourable members, and
who proved by his ability that he was
capable of being a Minister of the Crown—
what fault, I ask, should not be found with
the placing of his predecessorthere? That
gentleman was placed there without having
evinced any evidence of his ability or
desire to enter into politics. No doubt
bhe afterwards proved himself to be an
able leader in the other House—I give
him every credit for having conducted the
public business properly, but I say the
act of placing him there was one which
received the reprobation of the House and
the country; but has there been a single
whisper against the placing of the late
member for Rockhampton in the Upper
House? None whatever, except from the
honourable gentleman himself and two or
three of his supporters. With vegard to
what he said respecting the late member for
Townsville resigning his seat to allow me to
take his place in this House, he is very kind
for granting that gentleman, myself, and the
people of Townsville what he could nob
refuse us. Coming now tothe gist of his
accusation against me, which is that I came
here, and came here by a majority larger
than was received by perhaps any membez -
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of the House, considering the opposition
I had to encounter, an opposition brought
about by that gentleman himself, and by
the secret workings which he controls
through his family and political connec-
tions. He insinuates that that majority
was gob in an unfair and improper way.
That I utterly deny. In faect, his whole
speech, as far as regards myself as Minigter
for Works, was one long tissue of imputa-
tions, with the exception of one assertion,
which, unfortunately for him, is utterly
untrue. I think, the gentleman who occu-
pies the position of leader of the Opposi-
tion, which is only second to that of
th leader of the Government, should
take up a different #6le from being
the insinuator, and one who tries to
take away the character of any member of
the House. T think nothing can be baser
than to insinuate, and to try to filch away
a man’s character by insinuations, when he
has not the manliness or the courage to
make the accusation boldly. He says the
Government was guilty of a most extra-
ordinary act in appointing two polling-
places outside the electorate of Townsville,
and within three-quarters of a mile of each
other. But they were two miles and a-half
from each other; I know the distance
well, having ridden, and walked, and
driven over it, and he knows it as well as
other members of the House. Then he
is surprised at the enormous majority
that was obtained there, and asks
triumphantly, did anybody believe that
there were any electors within twenty
miles of those polling-places? Uunfortu-
nately for the people of Towusville, on
former occasions they had never had jus-
tice done to them in the appointment of
polling-places in that portion of the country.
There is a large population living in Towns-
ville who live by carrying: it is estimated
that there are about 250 carriers in Towns-
ville, and they employ men to accompany
them on their journeys, so that altogether
there are about 350 living by carrying in the
electorate of Townsville. The majority
of them are carrying on the Charters
Towers road, and one of these polling-
places—Fanning Downs—was appointed
for their convenience. At the other pol-
ling place, at the Burdekin Bridge, there
is a population of from 60 to 80. Besides
all this, I can tell the honourable gentle-
man what he does not know, and what,
perhaps, the late head of the Government
does not know, although he ought to know
something about it, that when the collection
of the electoral rolls took place for Towns-
ville, the collectors, either from want of
instructions by the bench or from want of
knowledge of the country, actually col-
lected the roll for Townsvilleup to the banks
of the Burdekinand beyond ib. There were
men put into the electorate of Townsville
actually living at the Charters Towers side
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of the Burdekin, as the honourable gentle-
man can satisfy himself by looking at the
roll. Now, we know that the mining popu-
lation of the North, and in fact of the
whole colony, is rather given to changing
places of residence; also that a very large
public work is being carried out at Towns-
ville~-namely, the jetty—where about 180
men are employed; but when the rolls
were collected every one of them was put
on the roll, but at the time the election
took place there were only 76 remaining
there : where were the remainder of the
1807 They were at Charters Towers—
that was where the majority came from.
The travellers upon the road were com-
pelled to camp there, as was said last night,
because the Burdekin was in flood. The men
at the Burdekin Bridge, the absent electors
from Townsville and at Charters Towers,
combined with the men living upon stations
between fiffy and sixty miles from these
two polling-places, make up the majority.
The honourable gentleman said he had re-
ceived certain information ; whence did he
getit? From one of two sources—from
his own paid agent, the gentleman who
opposed me in Townsville.

Mr. GrrrriTe : Nonsense.

The Minister For Works: The gentle-
man does not say it is nonsense. If it was
not from him it was from another gentle-
man at Charters Towers whose word is
worth nothing whatever. Anyone who
knows the person I allude to knows that any
statement he makes is not fit to be trusted.
Everyone who knows the man I allude to
knows that not a word he utters can be
trusted, more especially anything that con-
cerns me. I think T have given the hon-
ourable member a sufficient reason for the
majority I polled at those two places. And
the reason why those two polling-places
were so close together was this, that what
would suit the carriers would not suit the
men at the bridge, and what would suit the
men at the bridge would not suit the car-
riers. The polling-place for the carriers
was on the main road at the ferry across
the river, at the house he spoke of as a
“shanty;”” and the polling-place for the men
at the bridge was at the bridge itself. They
could not afford to lose a day’s work to give
a vote, and they voted in the mostconvenient
place for themselves. I know there were
men who rode sixty miles on that day.to
give their vote. But if the honourable
gentleman will analyse the votes given
elsewhere, he will find that the majorities
in my favour were equally as large propor-
tionately; and I think I have sufficiently
explained why so large a number voted at
the Burdekin Bridge and Fanning Downs.
The honourable member also asserted that,
when the scrutineers of my opponent came
down to do their duty, they crossed the
bridge and were mobbed. That is un-
true. Those gentlemen never crossed
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the river at all. They located them-
selves at a public-house on the Charters
Towers side of the river, and stayed there
until they got half drunk, when they were
joined by the scrutineers who came to act
for me, and, being all hot partisans, a
quarrel arose and blows were exchanged.
But there was no mobbing. Therewereonly
three men on one side and two on the other;
and my information on this pointis equally
as correct, and, I believe, more so, as that
of the honourable gentleman. The honour-
able gentleman says—

“The whole transaction may have been quite
innocent, but it certainly looks as if ‘a remark-
able inference could be drawn on behalf of ‘the
Minister for Works.”

I think T have shown what that *remark-
able inference ”’ is. 'When the honourable
gentleman charged me with using my posi-
tion as Minister for Works to act unfairly
in the election, he was simply looking at
himself in a mirror. When he"went North
as Minister for Works, ostensibly on an
official visit, but really on an electioneering
tour, his conduet was certainly very unlike
mine. When I was contesting the election
at Townsville I never went near the work-
ing men employed on the public works, and
I particularly refrained from addressing
them lest it might be charged against me
that I was misusing my position as Minister
for Works in order to influence the votes
of the men employed. The chief diffi-
culty I found in Townsville arose from
the great number of idle men whom the
promises of the previous Minister for
Works had drawn thither. We were
actually compelled to commence the con-
struction of the railway to Charters Towers
before we were ready, in order to give
employment to 260 men who were brought
there on the promise of the late Minister
for Works, no doubt for electoral purposes.
The honourable gentleman also charged me
with using my position as Minister for
Works to influence the election for the
Northern Downs, and the onourable mem-
ber for Maryborough spoke in the same con-
nection about an undesigned coincidence.
‘What an “undesigned coincidence” may
be I cannot tell, but there was no coin-
cidence designed or undesigned in the
matter. The leader of the Opposition says
distinetly that the Minister for Lands and
myself were at the Northern Downs on the
day of the election. The Premier said last
night that that was untrue, and the honour-
able member for Maryborough, letting his
leader down as easily as possible, said that
probably it was only an  undesigned
coincidence ”” that we travelled together,
and he gave us his advice as a veteran
politician—advice which I certainly shall
not take, because, although not so old a
politician as he is, I think T am quite as
wise. I tell him and the leader of the
Opposition that the Minister for Lands and
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myself never travelled one mile by railway
together since we became Ministers of the
Crown ; and that so far from being on the
Northern Downs on the day of the election,
I was in the Works Office in Brisbane.

The Hon. Mr. Grrrrire: How long
before the day of election ?

The MinisTer FoR Wozks: I have often
been obliged to bring the honourable gentle-
man to book to prove his untruthfulness, and
if we remain in the House long together I
shall often have to do it again.” There is a
certain twist in his moral character which
prevents him from stating the truth, but of
course he is not responsible for it any
more than he is for the colour of his hair.
‘What really happened was this: On Easter
Monday I received information that the
ballast that was being used on the Western
line was not according to contraet, and on
that day I made arrangements with the
Commissioner for Railways to visit the line
and inspect the ballast. The gentlemen
who accompanied me and the Commissioner
for Railways were the Chief Engineer and
the Resident Engineer of the Southern
and Western line. Not a word of politics
was spoken between us or any other in-
dividual from the moment we left Bris-
bane till our return, with the excep-
tion of a conversation I had with Mr.
H. Thorn and Mr. Hugh Nelson on
the platform at Miles. They wished me to
afford facilities to the men working on the
line to go and record their votes. After
consultation with the Resident Engineer,
who assured me it was usually done, I
accorded that permission. My entire ab-
sence from Brisbane lasted only twenty-
four hours, during which time I travelled
5C0 miles, and I should like to know what
opportunities I had for going about elec-
tioneering ? I went up for the specific pur-
pose of seeing the ballast, and T brought
back a sample of it which is now in the
Works office. A week afterwards I went
up again and brought back larger sam-
ples, one portion of which was sent
to Melbourne and another to Adelaide.
The honourable gentleman says I should
not presume to interfere in a professional
matter. Butif I am not to judge in a
matter of this kind, who is? I think I
have as much right to judge of the quality
of the ballast as the honourable member
for Maryborough. Am I not responsible
to the House and the country for the due

-performance of the contract entered into

between the contractor for the Western
line and the Government? I ought to
know what good clean gravel means as well
agthe honourable member for Maryborough
or the senior member for Brishane—
I have handled enough of it in my
time. But the ballast wused was
not good clean gravel according to the
terms of the contract, and it was never
said to be. It was simply said that it
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would make a good road. Butif we are
to pay the price of good clean gravel and
get an inferior gravel for the money, I, as
Minister for Works, am bound to see that
the terms of the contract are carried out,
or else to see that a lower price is paid for
the inferior article. There iz a history
connected with these contracts, a history
which is not very creditable to the gen-
tlemen composing the late Government., I
have lately gone through all the documents
pertaining to the history of this transac-
tion, and if I laid them on the table of the
House, they would surprise some honour-
able members who speak highly of the late
Government’s method of entering into con-
tracts. With regard to my visit to Towns-
ville, and that of the leader of the Opposi-
tion—both electioneering, I for myself and
he for others—I have this to say, that he
not only caused embarrassment to his sue-
cessor by bringing unemployed men there
from all parts of the North, but he also
embarrassed me as Minister for Works
and member for Townsville in a way which
I think is not very creditable. A very
large proportion of that town is still Crown
land—indeed, with the exception of a few
small allotments. sold long ago, the whole
of one side of the main street 1s Crown land.
Tt happens that upon these Crown lands a
great many people have squatted, and
they have built houses along the creek—in
fact, all along one side of the main street.
The Government are receiving no rent or
benefit from them whatever, and the Cor-
poration are only receiving a sort of quit-
rent, and that not much. A site on this
land was selected for building a telegraph
office, but the person. who lived upon it,
and who had used it for years—in fact, it
is the very best site in Townsville, as many
honourable members may be aware, and a
site that would sell well —that person
refused to go without being compensated
for moving off—for moving off Crown land.
Now, what did the honourable gentleman
opposite do? Why, sir, he actually
awarded this man £50 for compensation,
at the same time saying he had no legal
right. It happened very unfortunately for
the honourablie member that Mr. William
Davie, the man to whom the compensation
was awarded, was the candidate who op-
Posed Mr. John Deane, the late member for
Townsville. The consequence of the action
taken by the honourable gentleman has
resulted in this way:—Alongside this site
for the telegraph office there is another
person at present living named Wilson,
and the piece of land on which he lives is
also required for the office, but he refuses
to go because Mr. Davie had compensation.
The place will be required most probably
within the next six months—at least, I hope
so—for the purpose of making the railway,
and the consequence will be that we shall
have to eject these people, and I, as Minis-
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ter for Works, shall have to bear the blame;
but T shall, notwithstanding, do my duty as
Minister for Works, even if it costs me my
seat. Yet the honourable gentleman oppo-
site, who is the cause of if, stands up in
this House and accuses me of doing that
which I have not done in Townsville. In
connection with this railway which I have
said I hope to see made, I have something
to say. The honourable gentleman has
stated that the new Minister for Works,
“like a new broom, not only sweeps clean,
but sweeps away all that his predecessors
had done;” but, as has been stated by the
honourable Premier, we have made no
alteration in the rolling-stock, but only in
the gradients and in the weight of the
rails. We did that in the interest of the
country, and we should not have been
doing our duty had we not done so; I
think, also, I may say that we have a
preponderance of professional opinion in
our favour. - We must recollect that the
Northern railway is what is called a trunk
line ; it is one which I believe ultimately
will have as large a traffic to bear as
either the Central or the Western line, and
with that future before it we must take
care not to make a mistake in the con-
struction of it. I maintain that the honor-
able gentleman made a very serious mis-
take. He asked Mr. Stanley and Mr.
Ballard for their opinions on the question
of cheap railways

My, Grirrire: I have not seen them.

The MiN1sTER For WoRks: I have the
papers here ; they have been printed for
some time past, but if the honourable
gentleman has not seen them, I believe he
is at.any rate fully aware that Mr.
Stanley condemned light rails. Mr, Bal-
lard proposed 251b. rails, but Mr. Stanley

- would not agree to laying down lighter

rails for that deseription of line than 35lb.
steel rails, although he said, under some
circumstances, he would consent to 30lb.
rails; but the honourable gentleman—
being, I suppose, an engineer himself—
took the mediutn and got an Executive
minute passed authorising 30lb. rails. I
will just read Mr. Stanley’s memorandum,
and I think every honourable member will
say that we acted rightly in rescinding that
portion of the minute. Mr. Stanley says—

“Experience has shown that our rail of 40
1bs. to the yard—weighing 41% lbs. in steel—is
rather light to be economical for the traffic it
has to bear, especially on those portions of the
line where sharp curves and steep gradients are
prevalent, although the weights on the drivers
of the locomotives, with a few exceptions, are
well proportioned to it.”

Further on he says—

* Even for the light lines now contemplated,
I should mot recommend the adoption of a
lighter section of rail than 85lbs. to the yard
in steel, as I am confident that no economy
would result in the long run from doing so.
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The actual reduction in first cost, effected by
substituting a 301b. rail, would only amount, at
present rates, to about £83 per mile, the saving
in annual interest upon which would certainly
not compensate for the increased cost of main-
tenance due to an inferior class of permanent-
way. It would be preferable,in my opinion, to
lay the road, inthe first place, with a minimum
quantity of ballast, and lessen the speed, rather
than reduce the weight of the rail below what
I have recommended ; for in the former cage
the permanent-way could at any time be im-
proved by putting on an additional quantity of
ballast, whilst to relay with a heavier rail,
should the development of traffic necessitate
it, would prove an expensive matter and
occasion more or less inconvenience to the
working of the line.”

Further on he says something which is
more conclusive still—

“With respect to the adoption of a gradient
of 11in 25, as suggested by the honourable the
Secretary for Public Works, it will be found
upon investigation that, under ordinary circum-
stances, the saving effected in the first cost is
inconsiderable, whilst the carrying capacity of
the line would be reduced fully one-half, and
the cost of equipment and working expenses
largely increased, as more than double the
number of trains would be required to convey
the same weight of goods.”

Now, I ask - any honourable member
whether we should have been justified in
continuing a line of this character, with a
gradient of 1 in 25, and with rails of 301b.
weight, knowing that that line would be
doubly handicapped afterwards as regards
the traffic on it ? I think not; and, seeing
that the engineer of the Southern
and Western district so strongly re-
commended a gradient of 1 in 50,
and 40lb. rails, we were quite justified
in rescinding the minute. There is another
point in connedtion with this line which
will bear a strange proportion to the cost
of it, and that is the way in which it is
carried out. The line, on starting from
Towngville, starts on an island on the op-
posite side of the e¢reek from where the
township is built; it is carried along on
what is called anisland, whichis, in fact, an
island formed by the separation of the
river and a creek. Upon this island the
railway starts, and it is carried across it
and then crosses the river, and so into the
interior. The whole of the portion called
the Island is a swamp, and in heavy
rainy weather is subjected to inunda-
tion —in fact, to heavy floods. It is
known to the residents of Townsville,
and they are not very old ones, that
horses and cattle have been swept away
in not very heavy floods. When I was
there I rode, in company with some other
gentlemen, across the island, but we ecould
notgo where it is proposed to take the line—
it was too soft. This portion of the line
would not -only cost a very heavy sum for
maintenance, but it goes through private
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properby for six and a half miles. Well,
sir, when a blunder of this sort is made in
railway engineering, one would naturally
ask, as a policeman asks in the commission
of a crime, who is to receive any profit
from it? Is there any individual in this
House who has any interest or profit in the
carrying out of this blunderP = Yes, there
is; and that gentleman who is so well able
to make insinuations against Ministers,
who is so well able to make insinua-
tions of dishonesty against them—that
gentleman is the man who has an interest
and profit in this line. He is part owner
of the land through which the line runs,
through which at %east it is surveyed, but
not, as I hope, through which it will be
carried. He is a partner with the late Mana-
ger of the Joint Stock Bank, at Townsville,
and they purchased the land as a specu-
lation, as I know that the late Manager of
the Joint Stock Bank boasted that he ex-
pects to get £70 or £80 an acre from the
Government for it. That is why the hon-
ourable gentleman was so interested in
keeping me from being a member of the
House for this very town in which the
blunder was perpetrated. It is no wonder
he did so; and the honourable gentleman
should be the very last member in this
House to make a charge, either direct or
indirect, against me as Minister for Works.
During the last session of Parliament,
when he displaced the present honourable
member for Darling Downs, and became
Minister for Works, Mr. Stanley was engi-
neer for the Northern line; the appoint-
ment was made by his predecessor, who
refused it to Mr. Ballard, as that
gentleman insisted on certain terms.
He and Mr. Douglas assured Mr. Stanley
that he would have the making of that line.
Immediately the late Minister for Works
went to the Works Office, he asked Mr.
Stanley how far the plans for the construec-
tion of the Townsville and Charters Towers
line were advanced; and Mr. Stanley
referred him to a memorandum stating thab
he was carrying out certain deviations.
The line was taken from Mr. Stanley and
given to Mr. Ballard, whether to prevent
this deviation or not I cannot say. The
deviation, at any rate, would have been a
dangerous thing for this speculation. Now,
I am determined to carry out a devia-
tion, and as Minister for Works I
should be wunworthy of my place if
I did not do so. It will carry the
railway, every inch of it, through Crown
lands. Not a yard of land will be
purchased of any individual, and it will
enhance the value of the Crown property
through whichit will pass. Another Toowong
or Milton can be established within two
miles of Townsville, by taking the course
along the line, which T intend to pursue if
the House will give me permission. If the
other plan be adopted, every inch of land
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for six or seven miles will have to be pur-
chased, and the route would be in other
respects a most expensive one. On the
other hand, the deviation I propose is upon
firm hard ground, upon a road which has
never been known to%e impassable, which
is easy of construction, and almost as level
as this floor. Is it not wonderful that this
was never found out before? The inhabi-
tants of Townsville certainly did try their
best during the late Administration to have
a line taken into the town; but engineers
and Ministers were both againstit. Ihope
the honourable gentleman will in future,
when he is dealing with me as Minister for
‘Works, insinuate nothing, but make a
charge if he has one, and if T am not able
to meet it let me go to the other side of the
House. When we come to think of the
enormous robberies—for I can call them
nothing else—which have been perpetrated
in this colony from the making of
railways over private property—when
we come to know the extraordinary value
which has been placed upon parcels of land
taken by the Railway Department for rail-
way construction, we should be careful in
an extreme degree in carrying railways
through land which is the property of
rivate individuals. If there is a possi-
{ility of taking a line through Crown lands,
it should always be done where the con-
struetion will admit of it. "We have heard
a good deal about immigration and the
dismissals from the public works. I think
the way in which these two questions
have been discussed prove that the gentle-
men who have been considering them have
not studied the two questions together as
they ought to have done. Before entering
into these questions I will comment upon
a remark made by the leader of the
late Government, respecting my dismissal
of men .from the Ipswich workshops.
He asks us if we have not the courage to
‘look before us and hope and believe on the
resources of the great colony. I tell him
I have the courage to believe in those re-
sources, and have spoken in defence of
them against themselves when they sat on
this side of the House. We had the courage
to do that which almost every member of
this House knows ought to have been done,
and which the Opposition when they were
here had not the courage to do. The late
Minister for Works (the member for Dar-
ling Downs) said that he was able to dis-
pense with one-third of the men in his De-
artment, Why did he not do itP Tet
Eim say why, and whether it was mnot
because his colleagues lacked the courage.
This cry of stopping immigration amounts
to this : we did stop immigration; we have
* dismissed men from the roads; we shall
dismiss a certain number from the work-
shops where they are not required ;—-and
I ask whether it is not better to have
stopped immigration and leave places
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open, which immigrants would have
taken, for those who are dismissed.
Now, the Opposition wouldtry to make the
working man believe that they are his
friend. They are not; they arve his foe.
They would bring immigrants to the coasts -
of Queensland without caring what became
of them, and T say that we are acting in the
interests of the working man in stopping
immigration and in reducing the expendi-
ture on public works. Who pays the
greatest bulk of the taxation derived from
the Customs but the working man ;—is not
this the mouey which maintains chiefly
those idlers on the public roads and in the
workshops? I did not take upon my-
self to dismiss any man from the roads
and workshops without due delibera-
tion. I have been a working man-—
why should I injure the working man;
but where the working man has to put his
hand in his pocket to sustain incompetent
men in keeping them in work which were
far better not done, then, ‘sir, I will not be
a party to such a thing. When I took
office as Minister for Works I found an
army of no less than 2,500 men in the
Department, paid entirely from the revenue
of the country—not from loan revenue, but
from the consolidated revenue—an army of
2,500 men in one Departmentwith our limi-
ted population. Ifourresourcesinthefuture
are ever s0 great, yet they require to be
developed, and with an army of this sort
weighing us down, as this has done
in the past, how is it to be expected
to carry on the construction of railways
in the interior and on the coast as it
ought to be carried out? I have dealt
out these dismissals indifferently. I have
not done it in the north or the south, the
east or the west, alone; eaeh has received
the same meed of justice. But where was
the cry of unjust dismissals raised ? Why,
only in Ipswich. And why? We have not
dismissed men because they were political
partisans, or because they belonged to any
creed, but we have dismissed only those
who were not wanted, though they might
have been placed in their positions because
they were political partisans. Before I
took nupon myself to dismiss any men, I took
very good care to ascertain to what length
I could go, and I may tell honourable
members that I can go even still further.
I have a recommendation now lying in the
Works Office which enables me to dis-
charge an even larger number of subordi-
nates than is proposed, and which recom-
mendation I have not yet acted on. And
now what is all their ery about the dis.
missals? When I took office the first
thing I did was to ascertain the number of
men in the Department; the next thing was
whether they were wanted or not. T ascer-
tained the amount of rolling-stock in hand
and under construction, and found the
amount that was required, and I then dis.
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covered that we were making rolling-stock
at least twelve months a-head of our re-
quirements. T will not be one of a party
to sit in this House to maintain men on such
terms as these at large wages simply for the
sake of keeping them in employment. Such
a course as this the working men of this
colony neither expect nor require. They
are able and willing to work for them-
selves, and the colony should not bhind
itself to maintain idlers. For myself, I
have simply applied the broom spoken of
by the honourable leader of the Opposition
to the antechamber of corruption ;—that
broom will be applied elsewhere. So long
as I remain Minister for Works I shall
endeavour to carry out the arrangements
of the Works Office as I conceive they
should be carried out—not on political but
upon commercial principles. If I can, I
will endeavour to go beyond the construc-
tion of railways—I will make railways
pay, and if I do so I shall surely earn
the gratitude of every head of the Works
Department who may come after me, and
who will say—*“ Thank God that there was
one Minister for Works who had the
courage to sweep away the corruption which
existed in this department of the public
service.” The leader of the late Govern-
ment has said a good deal about the bor-
rowing of money for the construction of
railways. Now, I ask him what is the use
of borrowing money or, constructing rail-
ways if we do not make them pay. We do
not, surely, construct them for the pleasure
of making them, but for an ulterior purpose
—the purpose of opening up the country
and developing its resources. The more
revenue that we have to dispose of in
paying for money borrowed, the more
railways we shall be able to construct, but
we must first reduce unnecessary expendi.
ture. That principle has never been applied,
because we have never had a Minister for
‘Works with sufficient courage. Even you,
sir, though you had courage, had not suffi-
cient courage for that. The honourable
member for Darling Downs, who has cour-
age enough to do many things that another
would not do, had not sufficient courage for
that. He knew that the Works Depart-
ment was not what it should be—that the
house vequired to be swept by the new
broom which has been referred to. If he
had attempted to do what I am trying to
do, I would have given him a hearty assis-
tance, and I expect him fo assist me in
doing what he should have done. As to
the politics of these men, I do not know
the creed or country of a single man in the
workshops; but this I do know, that I
have had many complaints made to me by
gentlemen not holding the polities of that
side of the House, that I had not given
them fair play. Day after day, men
have come to the Works Office—not men
of the religion and polities some mem-
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bers may think--complaining that I have
not acted fairly. So that when I find
both sides complaining I know that I have
done right. As to the capacity of these
men, I believe I have also acted in that
regard with discretion. I may have made
mistakes, but, if so, they are such mis-
takes as every Minister of Works or any
Minister of the Crown is liable to make.
I believe that if not all, nearly all, were
bad men, and more or less incompetent for
the work they were employed at. Whether
or no, of this much I am certain—their
work at the present time is not required;
and I shall never be a party to reducing
wages, as suggested by the honourable
member for Wide Bay, for it is a principle
I never did believe in. I say if a manis
able o do a fair day’s work he should get
a fair day’s pay. Another proposition—
made by the honourable member for
Ipswich—that we should dispense with
a fourth of the men, and take them
back in a month’s time, was a most ridi-
culous proposition. Those men should
be dispensed with, and if I remain Minister
for Works they will be dispensed with,
and others besides. As a sample of the in-
competence of the men, the honourable the
leader of the late Government could hardly
have made a more unfortunate choice
of an individual case thanhe did. I know,
from information received, he is not worth:

of the money he has been receiving; and,
that, if we want a pattern-maker, fiffy equal
to him can be found in the colony. As
another example, I may mention that we
have been paying tradesmen’s wages to
thirteen earriage-painters; and, out of the
thirteen, three only were tradesmen. These
were the competent men spoken of by the
honourable member for lpswich. I may
also tell that honourable member that the
information he gave the House yesterday
evening, concerning a man being taken on,
is not correct. I took the opportunity to
telegraph to Ipswich—* Has any man been
taken on since authority was given to
dispense with men on the €th instant,” and
the answer I received was—“ No one taken
on since in this department—G. F. Moore,
per Superintendent.” No charge has been
made by the honourable gentlemen who
have spoken on the other side of the
House, either in connection with road
parties, regarding my election, or my con-
duct as Minister of Works, which is
not utterly untrue. I have never acted
otherwise than conscientiously; - but
since I have sat as Minister for Works I
have been stricter with myself than usual,
and shall continue to be so while in that
department. All the insinuations of the
honourable leader of the Opposition are
utterly without foundation. I have never
in my lifetime been guilty of an act which
I would not acknowledge before the whole
world, and my acts in the Railway Depart-
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ment stand in the same position, I do not
know the religion of a single man in the
workshops. I do not know a single
man of them by sight. I have never
been in the workshops of Ipswich until
I went, about three weeks ago, accom-
panied by the present leader of the
Government and some other honourable
members; so it is impossible that I
could have had any bias in the matter.
The information eoncerning these men was
obtained, first from the local superinten-
dent, next from the Commissioner of Rail-
ways, and next from the clerk in charge.
I am quite confident, as sure as that I am
standing here, that the action I have
taken Is right, and that the selection
also is right. The same thing has been
said in connection with the Roads De-

artment. The junior honourable mem-

er for Enoggera complained to me one day
that some men were going to be dismissed
from a road party, and the honourable
member can tell what answer I gave.
Those men wanted to have reduced wages
instead of being dismissed. The fact of
the matter was this: different road parties
who had done their work round East and
‘West Moreton were being discharged, and I
found that the road overseer, instead of
discharging the gangers along with the
men, put two or three gangers into a party
and discharged the men. These men were
then receiving gangers’ wages, and I said
that should not be so ; no distinetion should
be made between gangers and men. The
honourable member desired that the men
should be allowed to remain in the place
of the men discharged at lower wages. I
said that the men displaced should go
back to work and the gangers take their
chance with the others. Every act of
mine has been of a similar complexion to
that; and I challenge any man in the
House, or out of it, to prove otherwise.
Dismissals have taken place in every

ortion of the colony,-and will go on until
I_E have reduced the number of men on the
railways so that they can be carried on on
true commercial principles. I do not in-
tend to have one idle man, or one man too
many, in the Railway or Roads Depart-
ment. In fubure, ags far as possible, I
shall abolish the old road system, and,
instead of allowing men to do the “Govern-
ment stroke ™ for 6s. a day, I shall try to
call for tenders for what 1s to be done. If
any former Minister for Works had tried
to do this he would have received the
applause of members on the other side of
the House; and it is simply because I am
not their Minister for Works that I am
blamed. If I were their Minister for
‘Works my conduet would be praised by
them, and: by the press that represents
them ; but, because 1 am of the party with
which I have been connected during the
last three years—the party which I believe
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to be the right partyand the national party—
Iammaligned and calumniated by thosehon-
ourable members and the press representing
them. I would finally ask those honour-
able members who have found fault with
the action of the Gtovernment, whether the
Government have not done the proper thing P
Have they not done what every individual
in private life would do, if he succeeded to
an estate overburdened with debt through
the extravagance of a former possessor—
have they not done what any honest man
would have done P—reduce expenditure in
order to bring it within his means—which,
so far from injuring the credit of the
individual, would be the course most likely
to induce the creditors to lend still more
money. The same thing applies publicly
as privately ; and I believe the action we
have taken, when it becomes known to the
public creditors in England, so far from
eausing them to regard our demand for a
loan— should we want one —with eye .
askance, ‘will make them more willing to
lend, because they will see we have the
courage to carry out the policy of economy
which should be carried out by every honest
man.

Mr. Kinasrorp said he did not intend
to speak to the main question, but moved
the adjournment of the debate, in order
that an honourable member against whom
some charges had been made in the power-
ful speech of the honourable Minister for
‘Works might have an opportunity of
replying.

The Hon. 8. W. Grrirrita: After the
charges which have been made against me
by the Minister for Works in his speech,
I desire that my answer shall appear in
the same newspapers which contained the
charges. Those statements have been circu-
lated as slanders against me for the last
six months; they were circulated indus-
triously during the North Brisbane elec-
tion by the committee who promoted the re-
turn of my colleague in the representation.
I challenged them to come forward and
say publicly what they had to say, and not
one of them dared. I have given this
challenge publicly, and this is the first
time that any man in the colony has dared
publicly to make the aceusation the Minister
tor Works has made. He has not made it
direetly it is true, but T will put on his words
the only meaning that they can have. The
honourable gentleman has been complain-
ing a great deal about the way he had been
caluminated, but he should have been the
last to do the same thing himself. He
seems this evening to have forgotten
the responsible position in which he
is  placed, and that his duty is to
administer the affairs of the country,
defend himself when attacked, and
not make slandercus attacks upon others.
The attack that he has made wupon
me was, that when he went to Towns-
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ville, he saw that the first mile or so of ! late Captain Towns, part of which was

the railway from there proceeds over low
swampy ground, which is private property
and is utterly unfit for railway making,
and that close by there is amother route
available running over Crown lands per-
fectly high and dry. He asked who had
the motive in seeing the line take this
course, and he said that T had. He _dared
not say, however, that I had anything to
do with the selection of the route, but
leaves the public to infer that it was
chosen at my instigation and by my means.
The honourable gentleman knows very
well that he is asserting a malicious
slander against me. I will tell the House
the facts. The honourable gentleman says
that during the time the late Government
were in oﬂgfce a deviation of the line was
suggested : that I believe to be perfectly
true. He also says that when I took
charge of the Works Department Mr.
Stanley’s engineers were surveying a
deviation, and he suggested that it
was just out of Townsville, but in
reality, as he ought to have known, it was
situated some fifteen or sixteen miles from
Townsville. It was continued and com-
leted before I left the Works Office.
% ow I will say something about the other
deviations. The deviation suggested in
August last, when the honourable member
for Darling Downs (Mr. Miles) was Minis-
ter for Works, was one that would have
brought the railway across a piece of man-
grove, and would have involved I do not
know how much in the purchase of a large
amount of valuable private property. I
believe it was unanimously condemned by
everyone, and I tell the honourable gentle-
man this—it would have been a great
advantage to myself if carried out. With
respect to the other, he suggests—and
if "he does not suggest what I say
there is no point in his charge—that
I had something to do with fixing the
route of the line. The facts are, the
line was surveyed in 1876, or earlier,
but in 1876 the plans were laid upon
the table of this House; no question was
ever raised about the route. I never had
been in Townsville up to that time. The
route was passed by this House, but the
plans were rejected by the Council. In
1877 the same plans were brought before
the House, and approved without objec-
tion. They were also approved by the
Council, the money was borrowed, and in-
structions were given to carry out the
railway on the plans. That was how the
matter stood in 1877. I had never heard
of this land in which it is said I have an
interest until the railway line had been
surveyed and twice approved by this House.
I heard of it first when some months
afterwards I was at Townsville. A gentle-
man there, Mr. Sachs, informed me that
he had bought some land belonging to the

called the Island, and asked me to join him
in the purchase. I paid no attention to the
subject at the time. Then he wrote to me at
Brisbane, and asked me if I was prepared
to join him in his purchase; and in August
last, for the first time, I agreed to do so.
‘What I had to do with bringing the
line along that route is absolutely nothing.
Upon the guestion whether it is the best
route, I presume we shall have professional
reports. I do not express any opinion
upon that further than this, that it is
the first time I have heard that the land it
passes over is low swampy ground. With
respect to the deviation now proposed,
when was it first suggested, and by whom ?
It was first suggested when the Minister
for Works was canvassing for Townsville,
by a man who had been dismissed from
the Government service, and who in his
letter avowedly suggested that he was
bringing the idea forward as a means of
doing me an injury. Whether the route is
desirable from a public point of view I do
not know, but he suggested that the railway
should be taken through the most valuable
private propertyin Townsville. Sofarasthe
deviation is concerned,I should personally be -
glad to see it carried out. It would be wfi-
nitely more profitable to me than the linein
which it is insinuated I had an interest.
The honourable gentleman is at perfect
liberty to take it either way. But, for my
part, I trust the railway will be carried
along the route most condueive to the publie
interest. Now, as to the extent of the
motive which it is insinuated I had. I
think seven acres is the quantity of land
that is proposed to be resumed. Is it
likely that a public man who has borne
a tolerably fair reputation, as I think
I may say I have, would ruin his pros-
pects for the sake of a share of the
proceeds of seven acres of land ? Tt is
only the paltry mind of the Minister for
Works which could suggest such a thing.
I am obliged to the him for two reasons—
for giving me the opportunity of refuting
the slander in this Chamber, and secondly,
for showing himself in his true colours.
The MivisTeR For WoRrks: The hon-
ourable gentleman has taken the precau-
tion to induce one of his supporters to
move the adjournment of the debate for
the purpose of enabling him to retute the
slanders that he complains of, so that the
charge and the refutation may come out
together. e knew well, better than any
man, the danger of allowing any slander to
go one hour in advance of the refutation.
It has been well said by a great writer that
if an hour’s start was given to a lic it
could not be overtaken, but the slanders
that were uttered against me last night
have had twenty-four hours’ start. The refu-
tation which he has made T aceept. I simply
stated what was common rumour in Towns-
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ville. The ex-Colonial Treasurer hastold us
thatthereare certain rumours about the bank,
but I tell him thatif half the rumours afloat
about him and the leader of the Opposition
were stated in the House, they would re-
quire to be constantly moving the adjourn-
ment of the House. I aceept the honour-
able gentleman’s explanation, but T tell him
that every word I have said is common
property in Townsville.

Mr. Grirrire: Who circulated them ?

The Minister For Worgs: Mr. Sachs,
your partner, circulated them.

Mr. GerirriteE : He publicly denied

them.
The MinisteER FoR Works: I had
nothing to do with the deviation. It was

gpoken of long before my candidature for
Townsville, but I believe it came out in this
way :—The gentleman who was dismissed
the public service was under the pressure
of the bank managed by Mr. Sachs. He dare
not speak of this proposed deviation, but as
soon as the pressure was removed he spoke
of it. As to the honourable gentleman’s
statement that it passes through much
valuable private property, if he will come
to the Works Office to-morrow, I will show
him the map which indicates that not one
inch of private property is required for
it—that it goes through public property.
‘Whether it benefits the leader of the Opposi-
tion is a matter which will not be taken
into eonsideration, and neither this House
nor myself need thank him for the gratui-
tous offer that he made to take it where
we like.

The motion for adjournment being with-
drawn, by leave, the debate was resumed.

Mr. Rutueper said the Minister for
‘Works could not have been in his usual
form, or else he must have been labouring
under agitation arising from a belief that
certain rumours had been circulated about
his management of his Department, with a
malicious design to do him injury, for he
had not done justice to his reputation for
eloquence that evening. He was sorry if
the honourable gentleman had been labour-
ing under this impression, for, as far as he
(Mr. Rutledge) knew anything about any
rumours, it was entirely erroneous. The
general feeling about the dismissal of the
men from the Works Department was that
the Minister for Works, under a mistaken
idea of retrenchment, had allowed himself to
assume perhaps 00 much the position of a
martinet. It seemed tohim that the gentle-
men sitting on the Treasury benches were
moved by a spirit of despotism to lay the
iron hand upon certain departments. He
thought, however, theirsupporters must yet
come to the conclusion that a little more
elasticity would be requisite in the pres-
sure of that hand. With regard to
the speech of the honourable the leader
of the Opposition, although the honour-
able the Premier did not consider it
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satisfactory, in consequence of the strie-
tures passed upon hisactionsand themodein
which he and his colleagues had conducted
the public business during the recess, he
thought that gentleman ought to be thank.
ful for those rumours and so-called insinu-
ations being brought forward by the leader
of the Opposition, because it gave him an
opportunity of refuting them. He (the
Premier) had succeeded in disposing satis-
factorily of the rumonrs circulated respect-
ing the manner in which he opened the
tenders for the Government banking ac-
count; but while that was satisfactory, his
reply as to the way in which the Govern-
ment acecount was handed over to the
Queensland National Bank was far from
satisfactory. The Treasurer said that only
two tenders were received, and therefore
the tender of the Queensland National
Bank was selected, it being apparent that
the acceptance of it would result in some
slight saving. But was that a sufficient
reply to the strictures of the honourable
the leader of the Opposition? In the first
place, why were only two tenders sent in ?
For the simple reason that every one from
north to south believed firmly that the
thing was settled beforehand; that no
matter how many tenders were sent in, the
Queensland National Bank, by some pro-
cess of a mysterious character unknown
to outsiders would obtain the preference.
And had bank managers and their clerks
nothing else to do but to prepare whole
folios of figures and carefully constructed
statements merely to go through the
farce of laying them before the Treasurer P
The reason, he repeated, was, that it was
looked upon by managers and other bank
authorities, as well as the general pub-
lic, as a foregone conclusion. Did the
Treasurer repudiate this statement as he
repudiated other statements ? No, for out
of his own mouth, he (Mr. Rutledge) would
conviet him. The Treasurer, in comment-
ing on the mannerin which the tendersof the
A.8.N. Co. were dealt with, stated that the
late Government were wrong in giving the
A.S.N. Co. notice of the termination of their
contract until they had made other arrange-
ments for carrying out that contract. Now,
he would ask 1f these remarks might not be
used as the key by which to understand
the action of the Government, in giving
notice to the Union Bank of the termina-
tion of their contract for the Government
account? Apply the honourable the Trea-
surer’s own way of dealing with a matter
of this kind to the case. Was it likely
that these prudent gentlemen, with so much
forethought, who would not allow the con-
tract with the A.S.N. Co. to be terminated
until some other arrangements were made
—was it likely that, in this matter of tran-
scendant importance, they would have given
notice to the Union Bank of the termination
of their contract until they had made



Address in Reply

satisfactory arrangements elsewhere? In
the face of this they could all understand
the solemn farce of calling for public
tenders through the Press. The Treasurer
accused the honourable the leader of the
Opposition of using many insinuations, but
the leader of the Opposition had only given
expression in the House to what was the
almost universal sentiment out of doors.
The outside public were not admitted to
secrets of august banking institutions, and
in dealing with a case of this kind all they
could do was what was done by judges and
juries, and others concerned in courts of
Justice at times when men, accused of things
not altogether satisfactory, were put upon
their trial and convicted — they were
obliged to put this fact and that fact
together, and from these undeniable facts
draw areasonableinference. That was pre-
cisely what was done by the leader of the
Opposition, when he was called to aceount
for indulging in unseemly insinuations.
Now, what were the facts? The honour-
able the Treasurer, at the time of his
acceptance of office, was a director of the
Queensland National Bank, and every-
body knew very well that his moving aside
to admit the Colonial Secretary to the
directorship amounted to this—that the
Colonial Secretary was the Treasurer’s alter
ego—it was just the same as though he
were sitting there himself. Then, who was
another director of the bank? Oune of the
most servile followers of the Government ;
one of the most obsequious supporters that
ever bowed to the dictation of his superior
officer, and who would not be less likely to
obey his superior officer in the bank
parlour than he was in that public
chamber. Another director was a gentle-
man who was bound by the strongest
political ties to the present Government,
and was their supporter in another place.
He maintained that the only legitimate
inference they could draw from this was,
that the Queensland National Bank was a
political institution which was controlled
by the Government in its official capacity ;
and, as the honourable member for
Maryborough said, to hand over the
Government account, and to do so with
the unseemly haste with which it was
done to an institution governed in this
way was, to say the least of it .a
proceeding open to the gravest suspicion.
Now, another strange fact was that under
the same roof as the Queensland National
Bank there was anothermystic institution—
the Land Mortgage and Investment Com-
pany. Common rumour had it—and he
gave the opportunity of denying it—that
the honourable the Treasurer, whose sub-
stitute sat at the board of directors of the
Bank of Queensland, was himself chair-
man of this Land Mortgage and Invest-
ment Company, and it did not require
that a man should be a banker or a
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financier to understand that the whole
thing could be veryeasilymanaged. When
the Qucensland National Bank obtained,
say half a million or more of money to
invest, it was very easy to make a gri-
vate arrangement for the dirvectors of that
bank to lend or place at the disposal
of the Land Mortgage and Investment
Company a large amount of that money ;
and that company, in its turn, could let out
that money at a profit to squatters, land-
owners, and-others, who might be in need
of assistance ; so that the honourable the
Treasurer and the Colonial Secretary, and
their obedient supporter, the other member
on the board of directors, could reap one
set of profits out of the transaction
between the Government and the bank
and the Land Mortgage and Investment
Company another set of profits out of trans-
actions with its constituents. He believed
if they were in any other Assembly than
that of Queensland, which had always
been characterised by a decorum amounting
almost to severity, and which he hoped it
would always maintain, it would have been
stigmatised in anything but complimentary
terms. He was well aware that the hon-
ourable the Colonial Secretary imagined
that he could justify his position in the
dual capacity of bank manager and Minis-
ter of the Crown by reference to a pre-
cedent in New South Wales, but they all
knew what an outery there was about that
very thing in New South Wales. Sir
Henry Parkes, in his political exigencies,
was driven to employ the services of the
present Treasurer of New South Wales,
proceeding was most
strongly denounced in the same ses-
sion 1n the Parliament of that colony.
But although it might be justifiable in the
case of New South Wales that the Colonial
Treasurer should be a director of the City
Bank-—a bank which had nothing to do
with the Government account, it was quite
different in Queensland, where the Colonial
Secretary was a director of the very
bank which had charge of the Govern-
ment account. He was far from cast-
ing imputations on those gentlemen.. He
should consider it presumptuous to charge
them with being actuated by dishonest
motives ; bub they must remember that no
man, no matter how immaculate he
might be, could afford to have a contempt
for appearances; and although those gentle-
men might be as free from blame as it was
possible for men to be, yet by setting at
defiance the rules of propriety and render-
ing themselves hostile to public opinion,
they were placing themselves in a position
which, to say the least, laid them open to
grave suspicion, and would have only
themselves to blame if persons who did
not know them arrived at econclusions
the reverse of gratifying. Were he a
shareholder in the Queensland National
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Bank—which fortunately he was not—he
should look with great alarm at those little
private arrangeinents by which one direc-
tor went out of office, and another was
put in his place who was not elected
by the shareholders. If parallels and
precedents were wanted they were ready
at hand. The directors of the City of
Glasgow Bank were implicitly trusted.
They were not gentlemen of yesterday, as
some of those who kept interrupting him on
the other side were ; they had some of them
an ancestry and a claim to public confidence
on that account, which could not be said of
all those who opened their mouths here.
But these little arrangements were con-
stantly going on, and although those men
were thoroughly honest at first, yet the
very liberty they enjoyed to do these things
produced that speculative tendency of
which the honourable member for Mary-
borough spoke, and so, without knowing
it, they became dishonest. And there
was just a chance that, in entrusting
the functionaries here with the direc-
tion of such large sums of public money,
they were placing them, to say the
least of it, in a position of great tempta-
tion. The Colonial Treasurer last night, in
speaking about the appointment of a Minis-
ter for Justice, said he had only done what
the measure introduced and passed by the
leader of the Opposition enabled him to
do. But the Colonial Treasurer overlooked
the fact that, when that Act was passed,
the leader of the Opposition was almost the
only barrister in the House. How was he to
know that this new Parliament would bring
into the Housenot less than five barristers
who should take their seats behind the
Premier? But because the Colonial Trea-
rurer had not the moral courage to select one
of those gentlemen and make him Attorney-

General, he went out of his way and ap- -

pointed as Minister for Justice a gentleman
about whom nothing but what was respect-
ful should be said, but who would have
done very well in the position occupied by
one of his colleagues; and he tried to
satisfy the claims of the barristers behind
him by giving them sops all round. The
consequence was that, while the Minister
for Justice drew his full salary for the
discharge of his particular duty, there was
an amount equal to the salary of another
Minister being distributed in the shape of
honorariums. He wondered the five barris-
tersat the back of the Premier were sotame as
tosubmittoit. Eithertheyhadbeenslighted
by the Premier, or the Premier did not
consider any of them fit to administer the
Department of Justice. Could a greater
parody on justice be imagined than to have,
during less than four months, no less than
six Attornies-General in this colony?
Could anything be imagined more likely
to create a feeling of distrust in the
public mind? One of the functions of
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an Attorney-General in this colony was
that of a grand jury, and they had
arrived at this pass—that there was not
a gentleman throughout the length and
breadth of the land at the present time
capable of discharging the functions of
a grand jury. Apy man in the in-
terior might be committed to-day on a
charge triable in the Supreme Court of the
colony, and yet he must languish in gaol
for the next four, five, or six months, al-
though perhaps innocent of the charge,
because there was not an Attorney-General
in the colony who could read the depositions
and see whether he ought to be put on his
trial or not. This mode of doing things
threw open the door to a host of abuses.
The Minister for Justice, as the head of a
firm of solicitors in this city, took cases for
defending men charged with a breach of
the criminal law. The head of the Depart-
ment of Justice, in his private capacity,
employed gentlemen of the legal profession
to defend men charged with violating
those laws which his office had been
created to maintain.  He would now
say a few words regarding the speech
of the Colonial Secretary. A country
pedagogue could not have addressed a little
ragged urchin ten minutes late at school in
a more contemptuous manner than the
Colonial Secretary addressed his colleague
in the representation of Enoggera last
night. The greater part of that gentleman’s
life had been spent in connection with
banking institutions and eommereial affairs
of importance, and, if he was not qualified
to speak on the subject of finance, he

wished to know who in this House was? It .

was a bad example to the younger mem-
bers, when they found the veterans of
Parliament, as soon as they assumed the
reins of power, beginning to hurl words of
defiance at those who had the mis-
fortune to sit on this side of the House.
They had a right to look for some better
example, and the honourable gentleman
ought really, out of consideration for those
who were so anxious to study the best
models in the House, to come. down from
that lofty pedestal of infallibility on which

he took his stand, and try to be more con--

ciliatory towards those who might happen
to differ from him. The twelfth paragraph
of His Excellency’s Speech stated that the
House would be asked “ to make provision
by loan for carrying on public undertak-
ings with vigour.” If *“with vigour” it
really implied that it would be with
greater energy and at a more rapid rate
from mnow than it had heretofore been,
the words implied that they had been
carried on in a languishing, dilatory way
hitherto, and that now the Government
were going to carry on public works dif-
ferently. But what was the kind of vigour
they had displayed? They had got rid of
the very elements which would constitute

«
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that vigour—the very means by which
public works could be carried out. Their
very first step on taking office was to cast
adrift some hundreds of men, because for-
sooth they had material for twelve months
already in stock. That was an unanswer-
able argument, that what they had promised
they did not intend to perform. For his
part, although perhaps not qualified to ex-
press an opinion, he did not think twelve
months” material in stock was too
much if they were going on with public
works ; and if the Government really in-
tended to carry on works with vigour, they
must know that only a few weeks or
months could elapse before men would be
required, and it would not have ruined the
country if their services had been con-
tinued. But there were some public works
which required vigour. Anyone had only
to walk down the principal street of
this ecity to see where the vigour
was required. Amnyone seeing the hideous
posts which had been lately erected
in Brisbane for carrying the telegraph
wires could not do otherwise than con-
nect those disfiguremnnts with the scorn-
ful epithets which used to be hurled
against the late Government by the pre-
sent honourable Colonial Secretary, when
he was wont to wind up his remarksin a
climax denouncing them as a Queen street
ministry, and now it seemed that that
honourable gentleman took advantage
of his opportunity of wreaking his
vengeance on Queen street. Brisbane
was the only ecity throughout the length and
breadth of Australia where such a hideous
method of carrying the telegraph wires ex-
isted. When it was stated that public
works would be carried on with vigour,
there might probably be some reference to
an undertaking of which they had read in
the public prints. Theyhad seen a railway
scheme of gigantie proportions mentioned in
the columns of theleading journal, and with
regard to that trans-continental railway
he was not prepared to say anything hostile.
He believed that it could be carried out
advantageously to all parties and a scheme
for carrying it out might be submitted to
the House which they might be able
to sanction. But if the Government
were in favour of such a scheme, why
had they not had the manliness to say so?
But not a word had been said about i, or
about providing the necessary means for
connecting the railways on the coastwith
the metropolis. Not a word had been said
about branch railways, and this he consi-
dered a fatal omission. There were many
parts of the Speech to which he should have
liked to refer, and also many remarks which
had been made by honourable members
opposite ; but he had trespassed sufficiently
long on the time of the House. Whatever
might be the outcome of the present debate,
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he believed that all honourable members
on his side were prepared to go with the
Government on all questions of public
utility, quite independently of party.

Mr. MorguEsD said the honourable
member who had just sat down was a
many-sided man, and he felt that he la-
boured under a disadvantage in replying to
him. The honourable member had had ex-
perience first of the pulpit and then of the
courts of law, and he (Mr. Morehead) felt
he could not compete with him. He
thought, however, that if the honourable
member had served his God faithfully, as
he was now going to serve his King, He
would not have deserted him in his adver-
sity. The honourable gentleman had been
kind enough to describe him as a slavish
follower of the honourable Colonial Secre-
tary, but he had not supposed that he -
should ever be called the slavish follower
of anyone. He cerfainly had becn called
an Ishmael by some honourable members
opposite, but how the two terms agreed he
was at a loss to know. The honourable
and lately reverend, but now learned, junior
member for Enoggera had made an attack
upon him for being not only a slavish
follower of the honourable Colonial Secre-
tary, but for being worse than that—
ke had accused him of what no honourable
man would stand being accused of—of
having acted improperly in his position as
a bank director. What right the honour-
able member had to question his character
as a bank director was a puzzle to him.
He was responsible to those persons who
made him a director, but certainly not to
the junior member for Enoggera. If the
honourable member eould charge him with
doing anything unjust or improper as a
member of that House, he should be ready
to meet such a charge; but the honour-
able member had no right to charge him
with misconduct as a director of a bank,
and he thought the honourable member’s
own good sense should lead him to
retract what he had said. To go away
from that honourable and guasi learned
gentleman, and to come to the policy
of the Government, he would say that
he was there to support the Govern-
ment in ecarrying out their policy,
and to justify every word which had been
uttered in the very eloquent speech by the
honourable Minister for Works, The
members of the Glovernment were placed
in a position which the majority of men
would have shrunk from accepting. They
had been called upon during a time of
great commercial depression to make re-
ductions in the Government departments;
and were they, he would ask, to be blamed,
as they had been by honourable members
opposite, because they had undertaken the
work of retrenching the public expendi-
ture ? At the same fime, in answer to the
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honourable member for Ipswich, he would
remind the House that Ipswich was not
the whole colony, and that it had been
shown that it was not the only place which
had suffered; it had been shown by the
Lonourable Minister for Works that there
had been no partiality on his part, but that
he had simply done his duty. It was the
duty of honourable members, as cus-
todians of the public purse, to sup-
port the Ministry in their efforts
to retrench, instead of abusing them.
A policy of retrenchment had never been
one that he opposed, and he had never gone
in for advocating the employment of people
who could be done without. He had sat
in the cold shade of Opposition for five
years, and therefore felt himself in rather
. a peculiar and difficult position now in not
having anything to criticise, but he thought
the debate on the Speech would have taken
a very different tone if it had not been for
the remarks made by the honourable the
senlor member for Maryborough. Had
that honourable member restricted himself
to a fair criticism of the matter contained
in the Speech, and not gone outside of
it, further progress would probably have
been made; but he had narrowed it down
to a series of personal attacks on indi-
vidual members of the Ministry. That
honourable member had not discussed
the condition of the colony on the broad
lines of apolicy, but he had simply attacked
the honourable Colonial Treasurer and the
honourable Colonial Secretary on the bank
question, and aftacked the Minister for
Works—as his leader, the leader of the
Opposition, had done—on electioneering
topics. He must say he felt great regret
that the senior member for Maryborough
should have been deposed from the leader-
ship of the Opposition—though whether it
was necessary or not he did not know—he
supposed it was. He felt truly sorry that
the eourse of the debate should have been
turned by the other side—who had no
amendment to propose—to a combined
attack simply and solely on individual
members of the Ministry. They had not
attacked the policy of the Speech, and
he might remind them that when the senior
member for Maryborough was leader of
the House he had deprecated that course—
a course which he (Mr. Morechead) as a
guerilla sitting on the other side would
not have fallenin with. If such an attack
on the Government had come from a mem-
ber sitting on his flank he could have
understood it, but, coming from the leader
of the Ministry which promulgated the
doctrine of broad principles and wnot
attacking individual members, it did come
very badly. He spoke, however, now
more particularly to justify the action he
was taking in supporting an wunpopular
proposition, for it was invariably unpopular
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for any Ministry to reduce the employ-
ment of labour. It was not only an- un-
popular thing to do, but it was very unfortu-
nate for the Ministry that they were put
in the position of having to doit; neverthe-
less, it was the duty of every independent
member of either side of the House—and he
was an independent member himself—to
assist the Government in so doing. Many
difficulties surrounded the colony—daylight
had not yet come, and for that reason it
came very badly from the other side that
they should cavil at—when they had no
strong point to take up—and seek to
hamper- the Government in doing what they
themselves admitted it was absolutely
necessary to do. He trusted that the
independent members on both sides of the
House would do their duty, and assist the
Government to get through these bad
times.

The Hon. R. Prine said he had notin-
tended to address the House, and would
not have done sohad it not been for certain
expressions of opinion from an honourable
member (Mr. Rutledge) in:reference to the
position of the bar in the House. He had
not the slightest desire to criticise adversely
any part of his remarks but this, for he
could assure him that he (Mr. Pring) was
quite as well able to take care of himself
on his own opinion as he would be likely
to do from advice to be received from any
one of them. Although he respected them
all as members of the profession, he had
not always received that amount of consi-
deration which might have been shown
him from the honourable the senior mem-
ber for North Brishane. There wasa good
deal to be said about the position of the
bar inside and outside the House. He
thought it ill became any junior member of

" that bar to make unpleasant remarks about

members of the bar sitting on that (the
Government) side of the House, and who
ought to have refrained at the same time
from insinuating improper motives. He
would like to know whether that honour-
able member would not have jumped at a
Crown Prosecutorship himself, if he had
had the chance. He would have jumped at
it like a eat at a mouse. However, that
honourable member had fallen into an error
in blaming the Government for taking ad-
vantage of an Act of Parliament; and he
had not stated the case correctly. The
honourable member (Mr. Griffith) brought
in that Act—a most injurious one to the
profession —and it was done for a pur-
pose. The facts were that he (Mr. Pring)
had been asked by the honourable member
he referred to if he would accept the office
of Solicitor-General without portfolio, the
senior member for North Brisbane being
Atterney-Greneral. :
Mr. GrirritE: The honourable mem-
ber is quite wrong. I never had any com-
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munication with him on such a subject in
my life.

Mr. Prive said that that only convinced
him that the statements he had heard in
the House that night could not be as truth-
ful as he had supposed. He repeated that
the senior member for North Brisbane had
offered him (Mr. Pring) the Solicitor-
Generalship, without portfolio, at £700
a-year, with private practice; but he was in
the meantime offered a Distriet Court Judg-
ship, and accepted it. He went on his cireuit
rejoicing, and when the Bill was introduced
all the clauses providing for a Solicitor-
General were swept away, but that for the
creation of a Minister for Justice was left
in. Why was the Bill not allowed to go
when its principal provisions were cut out?
‘Why, the Bill was retained because the
honourable member was the only barrister
in the House, and he pointed out that any-
body could be Minister for Justice, but
anyﬁody could not be Attorney-General.
That was why the third clause of that
statute was retained, which enabled the
appointment of a Minister for Justice.
If the other clause had remajined it would
be far different. Me felt surprised that a
member of his own profession should charge
the Government with taking advantage of
one of hisown side’s deliberate acts. Why
should members of the bar set up their
backs against an appointment which an
Act of Parliament sanctioned ? The junior
member for Enoggera had spoken about
members of the bar on his (Mr. Pring’s)
side of the House getting a “sop.” Who
gave that sop? Was it not the late
Attorney-General and Minister for Works,
when he originated the course of employing
members of the bar to do Crown work—a
course he (Mr. Pring) had studiously
avoided himself during the whole of the
period he was Attorney-General? Buthe
tound that the honourable member he
referred to, when he came into office, never
did the work—he had too much to do, so
he commenced the system of paying bar-
risters. He (Mr. Pring) had acted for
him and under his conditions, and others
had done so, and it appeared, thercfore,
most extraordinary that any one member
of the other side of the House should be
found to try and upset his (Mr. Pring’s)
seat and that of Mr. Beor for doing that
whichhad been donein the past. The question
had always been decided in the affirmative.
He supposed that by calling him and his
learned friend by a misnomer they were
going to base an argument; but as there
was no Attorney-General it was perfectly
absurd to use the expression ** Acting-
Attorney-General,” and equally absurd to
attempt to dislodge himself and his
learned friend.

Mr. GrirrirE: I rise to a point of
order. It is nol competent for the honour-
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able member upon this motion to discuss
the subject of another motion upon the
paper.

The SpeaxEr : A notice given fo-night
touching this question has been sent to the
printer, but as it is not in the House I
cannot refer to it. The honourable mem-
ber is well aware that he will have an
opportunity of discussing the question
subsequently, and T trust he will not evade
the rules of the House.

Mr. Prine said he had not the slightest
intention to evade the rules of the House,
but he could not hear such an expression
as “taking a sop” directed against him
without rising to defend himself. He felt
in such a case he was justified by the rules
of debate, common sense, and attack and
defence, in replying. If an honourable
member could put such a motion on the
paper, why did he not add * during
pleasure ” or “for a term of years?” He
could not do that. But he would ask, who
first commenced giving sops? Was it not
the late Attorney-General who employed
Crown Prosecutors to prosecute while he
himself held briefs in the other court? He
should have thought that the * sub " should
have been in the civil cases, and the bigwig
taking the Grovernment duty for which he
was so well qualified and so extraordi-
narily well paid. With regard to the
Minister for Justice, the honourable mem-
ber (Mr. Griffith) must have been perfectly
certain that the Act under which that
appointment was made was a good mea-
sure, and that it gave the Government
power to appoint anyone. The appoint-
ment was the best that could be made,
and was not made for the purpose
of giving “sops” to the members of the
bar. If he thought that, he would not
sit on that side of the House, nor would
he have accepted a commission. It should
be recollected that the present Minister
of Justice had been a long time in the
colony with great credit to himself, and
that no one doubted the purity of his
conduet. If there was any oflice more
than another where there should be pure
and honest conduct it was the office of
Minister of Justice. So far as his ability
was conecerned, if the amalgamation of the
profession had been brought about, there
would have been no question aboutit. He
could not see why the Government should
not carry out the spirit and letter of the
statute introduced by the late Attorney-
General, appoint the Minister for Justice,
and dole out the briefs. The only differ-
ence was that in one case the thing was
done by commission under the great secal,
and in the other by simple proclamation.
In reference to the debate which had taken
place on the general question, he would
say that if ever in his li%e he was satisfied
with the line of wpolitical action he
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had taken, it was to-night. He was con-
vineed that the Government was in more
able hands than it had been before since the
colony had been a colony. The members
were actuated by good motives and aimed
at the prosperity and welfare of the
colony. That the Government was in the
hands of able men was quite clear to him
from the tone of the debate and the re-
marks which had been made by the seve-
ral speakers on the Government side. of
the House. Where the truth was told
there could be no mistake, for it always
prevailed against subterfuge or any amount
of wriggling. The position of the Govern-
ment and their intentions had been very
truthfully laid before the House and the
public—and it was a difficult duty to face
the colony and tell the truth. He had
heard the word *diplomacy” used, but
had ever connected it with a very small
word, “fraud;” and he preferred straight-
forward conduct whether it pleased or not.
He was thankful that there was now at
the head of the Works Department a man
who thoroughly understood the work. No
one could doubt from that honourable
gentleman’s manly, honest, and steadfast
speech to night, that he knew exactly what
lie was doing, had done, and was going to
do. He had had the courage to do what
was right, and through his action many
men in this colony would ultimately
Yeap a very great benefit and advantage.
There could be no doubt that it was a very
disastrous thing for any Government to
keep a number of persons in employment
when there was no adequate work to sup-

port them. No doubt it was hard upon the

men themselves, but between two hard-
ships the least should be chosen. While
one course might be hard upon the men
who had been dismissed, the other course
would be harder still upon the whole com-
munity because they would be taxed to
keep up a quota of men, and the Govern-
ment and the country would be doing them
no service whatever, so far as he could see;
such action might give temporary relief,
but it would not be beneficial to the work-
ing class as a whole. He questioned
whether the working classes would, after
hearing the explanation of the Minister for
‘Works, view the honourable gentleman’s
action with dissatisfaction.

Mr. StuBLEY said he had a few remarks
to make in reference to the present Gov-
ernment, since they had been eulogised by
the honourable gentleman who had just
spoken. With regard to the gold mining
industry, they had got in their programme
the “eternal song” about regulations in-
cluding the inspection of mines; but no in-
spection was wanted until, in the first place,
some assistance was given towards develop-
ing the goldfields of the colony—towards
helping an industry which had been the
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chief means of settling the Australian
colonies and California. The Government
might have inserted a promise in the
Speech of a bonus for the development of
the industry, especially when it was remem-
bered that when Queensland was ata very
low ebb, a few years ago, it was the dis-
covery of the goldfields which gave it a
stimulus that had been maintained until
last year. The Government might have
made some promise for the purchase
of diamond rock drills, for instance. Ie
did not see why these drills should not be
purchased for the development of the gold-
fields as well as for the purpose of obtain-
ing water in the far west. The gold miners
had not been assisted by the Governments
of Queensland, but, on the contrary, had
been retarded. The principal part of the
gold which had been obtained from the
Palmer goldfields had been taken to China
by the abominable ecreatures into whose
hands it had been allowed to fall. The
money taken away by the Chinese was not
available for the development of the Nor-
thern fields, as well as Gympie, as would
have been the case had it been obtained by
Europeans. A climax had been reached
in the reefing industry ; there were a few
claims doing well, but the assistance
of the Government was wanted in the
shape of a few thousand pounds to prove that
goldfields existed at a greater depth, either
by rock-drills or by some other means.
This was the least the Government could
do, seeing that the Chinese had been per-
mitted to “ serape” together most of the
alluvial gold of the North and carry it
away with them to the detriment of the
mining industry. As a body, miners were
as intelligent as any class which could be
found; they were industrious, energetic,
and persevering men, not afraid to expose
themselves to any privations in searching
for gold. Squatters followed after them
and reaped the benefits of their enterprise.
This was especially the case in the North,
where the squatters had been solely main-
tained by the diggers, all the fat stock of
the Kennedy and other districts having
been sold at the goldfields at high
prices. The objection that he had to
the Ministerial programme was—because
it contained no indication of an in-
tention to assist the gold-mining in-
dustry. To show the importance of gold-
mining, he might mention that in ten
years Victoria and New South Wales had
delivered to England ninety-six millions
worth of gold, and it was probable that
during the same period the value of the
total amount of gold produced by these two
colonies was one hundred and twenty mil-
lions. The mining industry had always
been neglected in all the colonies; it was
only within the last few years that it had
come to the front in Vietoria, where
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£10,000 had not long sinee been offered to
parties who would first reach a given great
depth. It would be a fallacy to atford
assistance to Queensland goldfields in that
form, for it would be always within the
power of a few claims to secure the reward.
He himself would be able to secure it
with his Charters Towers mines, for
they were always being worked at a
greater depth than the generality of
claims on that field. Every goldfield in
the colony was suffering from the want of
Government assistance to the extent of a
few thousands. Had the Chinese, however,
been kept away from the Northern alluvial
fields, this want, as he had already re-
marked, would probably not have existed.
The present Government professed to be
animated with a desire to foster settlement
upon the lands of the colony, and they
should be animated with the same desire
with regard to goldfields, which were of
more importance. Ten thousand pounds,
judiciously spent within the year in deve-
loping the gold-mining industry, would
return several hundreds per cent. upon
the outlay. Coming next to the land
question, he mnoticed that the Govern-
ment had not intimated that they in-
tended introducing a land Bill.  The
next important question was a land Bill,
and he was disappointed in finding no
reference to a measure of that kind in the
Speech. He hoped, however, that the
Government would introduce a land Bill,
because he was satisfied that, by passing a
measure dealing properly with the public
lands, they would not only revive the
colony from its present depression, but send
it farin advance of what it was likely to be
for the next twenty years without such a
measure. He contended that in legislating
on this subject they should do so in
such a way as to enable any man
to take wup any quantity of land
he liked, from 500 to 20,000, or even
100,000 acres, if it was very poor land,
according to his means and the character
of the country, at the same price that the
squatters now paid for it, and with the
right of purchase at the expiration of, say
twenty years. By that means they would
secure an influx of capital, and men posess-
ing a few thousand pounds would be able
to take up as much land as they required,
and stock it aceording to their means. That
could not be done under the present condi-
tional purchase system, because hehad proof
of it. The whole of a small man’s means
was swallowed up in improvements, and he
would attach no conditions of improvement,
but let the money be expended in some-
thing remunerative. e held that the
great industry of Queensland and all the
Australian colonies was grazing, and that
they should endeavour to encourage that
industry. If Bills on these subjects caleu-
1879—r
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lated to advance the interests of the colony
were brought in, he should vote for them.
He was an independent member, and
should vote with whichever side brought
in measures that suited him best. The
Minister for Works had challenged any-
one to say that there had been any such
thing as a row at the polling-places
already referred to in connection with the
Townsville election, but he could say that
there had been, and that at least one of
the two men was struck. The version of
the affair that he had received in writing
from one of the men, whose word he would
believe as soon as that of the Minister for
Works, was, that on going to the polling-
places they were challenged by a mob who
demanded to know their business. They
replied that they were scrutineers for Mr.
Morgan, and they were then told that they
had done enough mischief in canvassing for
him (Mr. Stubley) when he opposed the
Minister for Works, and they were to go
away and dono further mischief. They then
went back for police protection, but being
only able to get two constables they did not
return. With regard to personation, he
knew, from his own experience, that at the
previous election for Townsville there were
ten or twelve cases of personation, and he
believed there were twenty. With refer-
ence to the discrepancy in the statement
that there were 170 men employed on the
Townsville jetty, and within a few weeks
100 of them were dismissed, he would
ask by whom were they dismissed ? for it
must have been done between the general
election and the election of the Minister
for Works. This was a very extraordinary
proceeding. He could not understand how
265 votes could come out of fifty-seven,
and as to the polling-booths, there was
clearly no necessity for two so close to
each other.

Mr. McLeaw moved the adjournment of
the debate.

Mzr. Groom seconded the motion, and
expressed a hope that the House would
adjourn till Tuesday next, so as to enable
His Excellency, and such members of the
House as chose to do so, to visit the Too-
woomba races to-morrow.

The Premier said he was willing to
agree to the motion, but he could not think
of adjourning the House till Tuesday.

Mr. GrrirriTE asked the honourable
member for Fortitude Valley whether he
had any objection to showing him the
letters he had referred to.

The Hon. R. Prine: I have not the
slightest objection.

Question—That this debate be now ad-
journed—vput and passed.

The House adjourned at twenty-five
minutes past 11 o'clock, '





