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2 Election of Speakel'. [ASSEMBLY.]'~' Swearin,q-in of Members. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Wednesday, 15 Jamtary, 1879. 

Presentation of Spef\k_er.-Swearing-in of :.\lembers.
Members Sworn.-The Governor's Opening Speech.
Member Sworn.-Elections and Qualifications Corn ... 
mittee.-Bill pro jormd.-Ministerial Statement.
The Opening Speech.-Address in Reply to opening 
Speech. 

PRESENTATION OF SPEAKER. 

The House met at a quarter past eleven 
o'clock a.m.,. and shortly afterwards the 
Speaker, accompanied by the Acting Clerk 
and several honourable members from both 
sides of the House, proceeded to Govern
ment House. 

On their return, 
The SPEAKER reported that he had, ac

companied by certain members of the House, 
proceeded to Government House, and there 
informed the Governor that the Legislative 
Assembly had, in the exercise of their un
doubted right, elected their Speaker, and 
that he presented himself for His Excel
lency's approbation as the member chosen 
by the Assembly for that high and honour
able office; to which His Excellency was 
pleased to make the following reply-

" Mr. SPEAKER : 

" I approve, on behalf of the Q,ueen, the 
choice which the .Assembly has made in your 
person." 

After which he had, on their behalf, laid 
claim to all the undoubted rights and pri
vileges of the House, and prayed that the 
most favourable construction might, on all 
occasions, be put on their proceedings ; to 
which His E4cellency had been pleased to 
make the following reply:-

"Mr. SPEAKER: 

"I further recognise, on behalf o£ the Queen, 
all the lawfnl rights and privileges claimed by 
the Legislative .Assembly of Queen>lai)d in 
as full and ample a manner as they have been 
heretofore granted or allowed by Her Majesty." 

SWEARING-IN OF MEMBERS. 

The SPEAKER reported that he had re· 
ceived a commission from His Excellency 
the Governor, under the Great Seal of the 
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colony, empowering him to administer the 
oath or affirmation of allegiance to such 
members as may hereafter present them
selves to be sworn. 

MEMBERS SWORN. 

The following members preseJ'lted them-
selves, were sworn, and signed the roll :-

Roger Hall Sheaffe, Burke. 
William Rae, Rockhampton. 
Thomas Price, Wide Bay. 
William Sheffield Paul, Leichhardt. 
J acob Low, Balonne. 
William Gill Bailey, Wide Bay. 

THE GOVERNOR'S OPENING SPEECH. 
Shortly after twelve o'clock, a message 

was conveyed by the Usher of the Black 
Rod that His Excellency the Governor re
quested the attendance of the Speaker and 
honourable members of the Legislative As
sembly in the Council Chamber. 

The SPEAKER, accompanied by honour
able members of the Assembly, proceeded 
to the Legislative Council, and having 
heard the Address of His Excellency the 
Governor, returned to their own Chamber. 

The House resumed at half-past three 
o'clock. 

MEMBER SWORN. 
Mr. DE BuRGH FrTZPATRICK PERSSE 

presented himself, and having been sworn, 
took his seat as member for the Electoral 
District of Fassifern. 

ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS 
COMJI.HTTEE. 

The SPEAKER, in accordance with the 
Legislative Assembly Act, laid on the 
table his warrant appointing the Com
mittee of Elections and Qualifications for 
the present Session. 

BILL PRO FOR1II1 A. 

The PREMIER (Mr. Douglas) introduced 
a Bill to amend the law relating to Trade 
Marks, and moved that it be read a first 
time. 

Question put and passed. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT. 
The PREMIER : I rise, sir, to make a 

brief Ministerial Statement. Since the 
last occasion of meeting the House some 
change has taken place in the composition 
of the Ministry. ·when the present hon
ourable member for Darling Downs, Mr. 
Miles, resigned the position which he held 
as Secretary for Works,--

Mr. MILEs : No. 
The PREMIER: vYhen the honourable 

member resigned, that office was tempo
rarily filled by my honourable friend, the 
present Minister for Works, who was alw 
at the time Attorney-General. He held 
that office temporarily, for a short time, 
and subsequently .he resigned his office 

of Attorney-General, which was accepted 
by the then Minister for Lands, Mr. 
Garrick, and the vacancy thus created was 
filled by the appointment of -the present 
honourable member for the Logan, who 
now holds the office of Minister for Lands. 
I simply make this statement as due to the 
House, and as representing the changes 
which have taken place since the close of 
last session. 

Mr. MILES: I feel it due to the House 
and to honourable members, for me, at all 
events, to state really and distinctly the 
cause of my now sitting on the back 
benches. The honourable gentleman at 
the head of the Government says that I 
resigned. Any one who has read the cor· 
respondence, which was very brief, would 
come to the conclusion that I was dis
missed. Any one who had a seat in this 
House last session knows that the honour
able gentleman at the head of the Govern
ment, at the end of the last session, was 
always going in for reconstruction, and as 
I was of opinion that the Government of 
which the honourable member was the 
head, and I was a member, could not con· 
tinue very long, I thought it was hardly 
worth while to go iu for a change. 
Not only that, but I objected to be made 
a scavenger of-to be sent from one 
office to another to sweep out what filth 
and rubbish might be in it. Even had 
I been willing, I had not the time to do so, 
and I am never willing to undertake what 
I cannot properly carry out. The honour
able member said he had reason to transfer 
me from one department to another. He 
had very good reason, as he stated that the 
Lands Department was not carried on as 
satisfactorily as it should be, and that I 
was the proper party to take charge of it. 
But I did not see that, and although 
the honourable gentleman had a perfect 
right to ask me to change my office, I also 
had a perfect right to refuse. We had 
several interviews on the subject. It is true 
that "OOen this took place the honourable 
gentleman was suffering from a severe cold, 
and had almost lost his voice ; therefore, if I 
state anything wrong thattookplace on those 
occasions, he can correct me, but he led me 
most distinctly ·to understand that the 
Lands Department was not being carried 
on satisfactorily. I myself knew that it 
was not, for I was continually getting 
complaints from my constituents about it, 
and I asked the honourable member to stir 
up that department. I saw by a paragraph 
in the Courier that -the honourable gentle
man denied that that was the reason why 
he wished to transfer me. I£ it was not, 
or whether the Minister for Lands took 
exception to being found fault with, I can
not say ; but, at any rate, that was the rea
son given to me. I believe one reason was 
that I had come to the conclusion, whilst 
in the Works Department, that the system 
on which the N ofthern Railway was car-
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ried on was a costly one, and I had 
come to the conclusion that all such 
works should be carried out by contract. 
The honourable gentleman at the head of 
the Government, for one, disapproved of 
that, and I believe he was rather inclined 
to think not only that the Northern Rail
way should still be constructed on the same 
principle, but that the Townsville and 
Charters Towers line should be carried out 
in the same way. I felt that from what I 
had seen it was a costly system. Now, I 
do not want to say one single word against 
Mr. Ballard, but I felt that if I was at the 
head of the Works Department I ought to 
be in a position to know how the money 
was expended, and for what it was ex
pended. I am very glad to see that the 
honourable gentleman has put a paragraph 
in the Opening Speech to the effect that, 
in future, railways will be carried out on 
the contract system. I believe that that 
was the real reason why the honour
able gentleman got rid of me-that I 
would not sanction a system by which 
no check could be exercised by the head 
of the department. I saw that there would 
be no check on Mr. Ballard, as regards the 
line from Towns·dlle and Charters Towers, 
that there would be no check whatever on 
any vouchers that would be sent in, and 
that consequently all sorts of extravagance 
and abuses might be perpetrated. I do 
not say that those things have existed, but 
they might have, and that is the reason I 
came to this conclusion. The honourable 
gentleman said I resigned. The facts of 
the case are these :-He asked me very 
point blank to give him an answer, and I 
said, "If you want it now you shall know." 
He said, " Oh ! no, consider it till to-mor
row morning." I sent in an answer next 
morning declining, and he sent a message 
from the Colonial Secretary's office, saying 
that he would beobligedi£1 would place my 
resignation in the hands of His Excellency. 
If that was not a dismissal I do not know 
what was. 'fhere is another reason which 
I wish to impress on this House and the 
country to show that I was dismissed. We 
all-at least it was the general impression
believed that this Government was doomed. 
Now, sir, I was connected with them, and 
I did not want to run away from them like 
a rat from a sinking ship. I would not 
have deserted them under such circum
stances. If they had been in a better posi
tion it would have been different, but I 
looked upon it as cowardly in the last 
degree that I should run away from them. 
The honourable gentleman, however, gave 
me an opportunity of leaving them, and I 
took it. 

The PREMIER: I trust, sir, I may be allowed 
to say a few words in reply to what has 
fallen from the honourable member, more 
particularly as he has made reference to my 
honourable colleague, the present Attorney
General, in terms which I cannot allow 

to pass unnoticed. It must not be forgotten 
that on many occasions during the last ses
sion of Parliament the honourable m'ember 
and myself did not, to use a colloquial ex
pression, "hit it " together, and on more 
than one occasion, he almost declared 
his independence of the Ministry in the 
House itself ; and, in fact, he did me 
the honour, on one occasion after so doing, 
to band in his resignation, which, however, 
I did not accept. In regard to his state
ments about being transferred to the Lands 
Department, I think the honourable mem
ber considered himself better fitted to take 
charge of that department than probably 
any other member of this House, or of the 
Ministry ; and perhaps his great experi
ence in land matters would have made it 
advantageous to the public service had he 
done so. I submit that changes of this 
kind may be made without any prejudice to a 
Minister. It is quite probable that the 
Attorney-General may have considered 
himself more suited to his present office 
than to the Lands. It was only when the 
honourable member for Darling Downs 
came to a determination, and informed me 
that he could not change his office-not on 
the grounds he has asserted, but on the 
ground that his own reputation as a Minis
ter would suffer if he at that time changed 
his office for that of Minister for Lands, 
that I asked him to resign. ""With regard 
to his administration of the office I made no 
imputation whatever on him. I might have 
thought at that time that he had not put 
his shoulder to the wheel in the direction I 
thought most desirable. I was very anxious 
that the Towns·ville and Charters Towers 
Railway should be commenced, and it might 
have been commenced some time before it 
was ; and I believed it was in COl) sequence of 
some little misunderstanding between him 
and Mr. Ballard that it was not. 

Mr. MILES: No. 
The PREMIER : I thought that l\fr. 

Ballard had not sufficient to do, and that 
he would be a suitable man to take charge 
of the Towmville and Charters Towers 
line; but month after month passed without 
any commencement being made with that 
line. That was one reason why I had 
some grounds of dissatisfaction with the 
honourable member, and that was one 
reason why I thought such a change as 
that I proposed might be made with advan
tage to ourselves and the public interest. 
I do not know what the honourable mem
ber meant by saying that it was not 
desirable to leave the Ministry because it 
was a sinking ship, and that he wanted to 
stick to it to the last. It must be remem
bered by the honourable member that last 
ses~ion [he differed from the Govern
ment on some points, and may himself 
have contributed towards the state of things 
he described, and that it is above all 
things necessary that the head of a Gov
erni:lent should have the loyal support of 



Th.e Opening Speeclt. [15 JANUARY.) The Opening Speeclt. 5 

his colleagues, as on the whole I am 
bound to say I have had. I think, 
therefore, the honourable gentleman must 
remember that there is another side 
to the question. As to my retaining 
office during the la&t session w;hen there 
had been some indications that tlie Minis· 
try did not possess a working majority, I 
need not go over that again. I felt bound 
to retain office for certain reasons. Being 
the custodian of the opinions of a party 
who were committed to a certain line of 
action, I felt bound to retain office, and up 
to the last I hoped to secure the support of 
my colleagues and those who agreed with 
me. I think that is sufficient reason to 
justify the course I adopted. With regard 
to the honourable member (Mr. Miles), I 
have no unfriendly feeling towards him, 
and I believe he has none towards me. 

~fr. MILES: I have none towards you. 
The PREMIER : I always worked cordi

ally and harmoniously with the honourable 
gentleman, though there is no doubt 
upon some public questions I did not 
agree with him, and under any circum
stances, it is not probable that we should 
have gone on working together for any 
length of time. As to the mode of re
signation, I am satisfied that I adopted 
the proper course. For the head of a Gov
ernment to gazette out a colleague, is, I 
think, a most improper proceeding, until he 
has communicated with his colleague and 
afforded him every opportunity of resign
ing. It must be; apparent that the head of 
a Government must have the confidenee of 
his colleagues, and if he have no longer 
confidence, it is no arbitrary exercise 
of his power to ask the resignation of office. 
That was all I did i11 the case of the hon
ourable gentleman. I end.eavoured to do 
so without any acerbity, and without at
taching to it that bitterness which certainly 
does attach to what is called the dismissal 
of a Minister. I should have no share in 
any such proceeding. I have always en· 
deavoured to work amicably with those 
connected with me in office, and when I can 
no longer do so I shall part with them on 
as friendly terms as possible. 

THE OPENING SPEECH. 
The SPEAKER reported that the House 

had, in the earlier part of the day, attended 
the Governor in the Legislative Council 
Chamber, where His Excellency delivered 
an Opening Speech to both Houses of Par
liament, of which, for greater accuracy, he 
had obtained a copy, and which he would 
now read to the House :-
"HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN OF THE LEGISLA· 

TIVE COUNCIL, AND GENTLEMEN OF THE 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,-

" I am happy once more to have an oppor· 
tunity of addressing you on this the first meet· 
ing of a new Parliament, 

"The Electoral Districts Act of 1878, which 
has now been brought into operation, makes 
provision for a more equitable distribution of 
representation, in accordance with the present 
population. One of the most important con • 
stituencies, however, is still disproportionately 
represented ; and it is, therefore, proposed, as 
soon as possible, to remedy this defect by the 
introduction of a Bill to provide for a second 
member for Fortitude Valley, in accordance 
with the original intention of my Ministers, as 
expressed during last Parliament. 

"It has been deemed expedient to obtain a 
rectification of the present maritime boundary 
of Queensland, so as to include certain islands 
in Torres' Straits, at present beyond the juris
diction of the Colony. Her Majesty the Queen 
has issued Letters Patent for this purpose, and 
you will be asked to make provision for extend
ing the application of onr laws to the islands 
included in the new boundary as now defined. 

"A Royal Commission has been appointed to 
report upon the working of the Real Property 
Office. Certain forgeries lately committed by 
an officer in that department appeared to render 
a sem:ching inquiry necessary. There is no 
reason, however, to suppose that there have 
been any serious defects in the working of the 
system, which has conduced most materially to 
the convenience of the public, and to the 
security of landed property. The report of the 
Commission, when furnished, will be laid before 
you. 

" The Chinese Question has again forced 
itself upon public attention by the action of 
the Australasian Steam Navigation Company, in 
sending to China for seamen to be employed in 
vessels trading in ttese waters. The conse· 
quent strike among the men previously in their 
service has now happily terminated ; but my 
Ministers are of opinion that the Circumstances 
connected with these occurrences point to the 
necessity for having recourse to further pre· 
cautionary measures, with a view to discourage 
Chinese Immigration in any form ; and a Bill 
dealing with this most important subject will 
be submitted for your consideration as soon as 
possible. 

" The necessary notice has been given to the 
Australasian Steam Navigation Company to 
terminate their present Mail contract, and ten· 
ders have been calletl for a new contract under 
different conditions, among which it is provided 
that no Asiatics orPolynesianswill be allowed to 
be employed as seamen or firemen. 

"The rate of speed now attained by the 
steamers engaged in carrying the Mails via 
Torres Straits, under the present contract, ap· 
pears to be insufficient for our requirements. 
The Agent-General b.as been instr~cted to give 
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notice to the contractors, in terms of the con
tract, of the termination of the service at the 
expiration of the seventh year ; and it is pro· 
posed immediately to invite tenders for a fresh 
service, under conditions better adapted to the 
existing circumstances of the colony. 

"The short time that has elapsed since the 
prorogation of Parliament has been insufficient 
to allow of the Local Government Act of 1878 
being brought into active operation. My Minis
ters regard the principles of this measure as of 
great value, and they propose to extend its pro
visions as soon as practicable to all the more 
settled portions of the colony. 

"It has for some time been manifest that it 
will be desirable to revert to some of the prin
ciples recognised in the Civil Service Act of 
1863, which was repealed in 1869. My Minis
ters have endeavoured to encourage the present 
permanent Officers of the service by seeming 
to them promotion wherever it was practicable. 
Nevertheless, provision ought to be made by 
law for regulating the admission and promotion 
of Civil Servants, and a carefully considered 
Bill dealing with this subject will be submitted 
to you at an early date. 

"MR. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN OF THE LEGIS

LATIVE AsSEMBLY,-

" You will be asked to make provision f01· the 
Estimates of the remaining portion of the pre· 
sent financial year, on the scale already author
ised by the late Parliament. 

" The Estimates for the ensuing financial 
year will be framed with due regard to economy 
and to the exigencies of the Public Service. 

" Your sanction will be asked to certain 
alterations in the Tariff, which have been de
signed with a view to adjusting, on a more 
satisfactory basis, the incidence of indirect 
taxation. 

"In order to give effect to the Public Works 
policy which is contemplated, it will also be 
necessary to obtain your authority for the rais
ing of an increased revenue. As the expendi
ture to be incurred will tend materially to 
enhance the value of the public estate and 
other forms of property, the additional revenue 
required should be derived chiefly from those 
sources. My Ministers believe that this may be 
done without any serious inconvenience to our 
producing interests, and without any prejudicial 
effect to our established industries. 

"HoNOURABLE GENTLEMEN OF THE LEGISLA-

TIVE COUNCIL, AND GENTLEMEN OF THE 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,-

" Your early attention will be invited to the 
important subject of Railway construction, 
which has now for many years engaged the 

anxious consideration of the Legislature. Three 
main trunk lines of railway from the coast into 
the interior have already been authorised by 
Parliament, two of which, leading from Bris
bane and Rockhampton, are now open for 
considerable distances, and are being further 
extended, while alTangements have been com
pleted for the immediate commencement and 
speedy prosecution of the third, which will 
eonnect the· Northern interior with Townsville. 
In determining the character of this line advan
tage has been taken of information in the pos
session of my Government which warrants a 
confident expectation of a large reduction in 
the cost of future railways, and a correspond
ing increase in the power of the Colony to push 
forward these necessary means of internal com
munication. 

"My Ministers are of opinion that each of 
these lines should be still further extended into 
the interior, on the most economical system 
compatible with efficiency, and in directions 
su3h as to open up the largest amount of terri
tory without bringing the several lines into 
competition with each other. These three lines 
should be designed and carriecl out with a view 
to their being afterwards connected together, 
at convenient points in the interior, by a line 
which will form part of a complete Australian 
Railway system. 

"In addition to the main lines of railway, 
my Ministers 1•egard it as of the highest im
portance to extend the advantages of Railway 
communication to the more settled agricultural 
and mineral districts of the colony. There is 
no reason to doubt that light railways, suitable 
for this purpose, can be constructed at a cost 
such that the earnir.gs of the lines will be 
sufficient to defray the working expenses and 
provide for the interest upon the cost of con
struction. You will be asked to approve of the 
plans and provide the necessary funds for the 
construction of some of these lines. 

" The extension of the Southern and Western 
Railway to South Brisbane must be carried out 
at no distant date, and you will be invited to 
include in the loan for which your authority 
will be sought a sufficient sum of money for 
that purpose. 

" My Government are of opinion that our 
Public Works can be most economically and 
satisfactorily carried out by means of contracts, 
and they propose that this system should be 
generally adopted in future as far as practicable. 
The construction of a short section of the 
Northern Railway from Townsville, under the 
direct supervision of the officers of the Railway 
Department, has been authorised, but instruc
tions have been given to make the necessary 
preparations for carrying on the remainder of 
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that line, as well as all extensions of the Central 
Railway, upon the contract system; and tende1·s 
will be invited, in accordance with this decision, 
as soon as the necessary plans and specifications 
are completed. 

"Y om attention will also be called to other 
public works of scarcely less importance than 
railways, and you will be asked to make pro
vision for improvements in the principal har· 
hours of the colony, for drain-age, and for the 
supply of water to the chief towns and centres 
of population. 

" It will be necessary to make provision, by 
way of loan, for carrying out the various 
public works already referred to. Full infor
mation will be afforded you as to the cost of 
the several undertakings proposed to be autho
rised; and you will be asked in connection with 
them io provide for continuing the present 
system of European Immigration. 

"The laws relating to Polynesian Immigra· 
tion are at present in an unsatisfactory state. 
Your early attention will be invited to this sub
ject, and you will be asked to make such pro
vision as will prevent the reputation of this 
Colony, as a field for European Immigration, 
from being imperilled by an undue competition 
from a coloured race. 

"Amongst other matters of importance, Bills, 
relating to the compensation of Members of the 
Legislature for their attendance in Parliament, 
the ConserYancy of our Forests, the Care of 
Orphans and Deserted Children, the Impl'Ove
ment of our System of Higher Education, the 
Custody and Treatment of the Insane, the 
Alienation of Land on our Gold Fields, the 
Protection of the Public Health, the Inspection 
of Mines, the Regulation of Travelling Stock, 
and the dealing with lands now held by the 
Crown under exceptional circumstances, will be 
laid before you. 

" The monetary and commercial depression 
which has for son:e time existed in the United 
Kingdom, together with the prevailing uneasi
ness in Europe and throughout the East, have 
unquestionably affected business here. These 
causes, operating in connection with a trying 
period of unfavourable seasons, have somewhat 
checked enterprise. Production and consump· 
tion have not increased in the same ratio as in 
previous years. Nevertheless, I see no reason to 
anticipate any sustained depression, and there 
are solid grounds for confidence in the perma. 
nent character of our great natural resources. 

"I confidently anticipate that the measures 
brought 1..ncler your notice will receive your 
most careful consideration, and I trust that 
under Divine P10videncc, they may be dealt 
with in such a way as to concluce to sound 

legislation, good government, and the advance· 
ment and prosperity of this people and terri
tory." 

ADDRESS IN REPLY TO OPENING 

\.SPEECH. 

Mr. MESTON }n_ovect~~ 
That a Select Co~inittee be appointed to 

prepare an Address in Reply to the Speech 
delivered by His Excellency the Governor in 
opening this, the First Session of the Eighth 
Parliament. That such committee consist of 
the following members, viz. :-Messrs. Douglas, 
Paterson, Tyre!, Rutledge, and the mover. 

Mr. PATERSON seconded the motion. 
Question put and passed. 

The committee retired, and, hav.ing re
turned, brought up the following Address, 
which was read by the Acting Clerk:-

"To His Excellency Sir ARTHUR Enw.A.RD 
KENNEDY, Knight Commander o£ the Most 
Distinguished Order o£ St. Michael and St. 
George, Companion of the Most Honour
able Order o£ the Bath, Governor and 
Commander in-Chief of the Colony of 
Q.ueensland aud its Dependencies. 

"MAY IT PLEASE YouR EXCELLENCY,-
" 1. We, Her Majesty's loyal and dutiful sub

jects, the Members of the Legislative Assembly 
of Queensland, in Parliament assembled, desire 
to assure your Excellency of our continuecl 
loyalty and affection towards the Person and 
Government of our Most Gracious Sovereign, 
and to thank your Excellency for the Speech 
with which you have been pleased to open the 
present Session." 

" 2. We shall give our careful and serious 
consideration to the various measures to which 
your Excellency has referred ; and we beg to 
assure your Excellency that it will be our 
earnest endeavour to unite with your Excel
lency and the other branch of the Legislature 
in passing such laws as will tend to the 
advancement and prosperity of all classes of the 
community." 

Mr. MESTON moved that the address, as 
read, be adopted. He said, regarded as a 
formal matter, the adoption of the address 
might be moved without any comment at 
all ; but as it was customary to speak to the 
motion, he should have something to say 
on this occasion. Considering the short 
time the speech had been in his hands, he 
had not had an opportunity of giYing it 
that consideration which would enable him 
to deal fully and fairly with it. The first 
paragraph alluded to the Electoral Dis
tricts Act of 1878, whieh hall been the 
means of adding twelve members to the 
Legislative As8embly; whether it had been 
the means of adding more to the eloquence 
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or to the wisdom of the House was a ques
tion yet to be decided. However, the chief 
defect in that Act appeared to be that For
titude Valley had only one member. That 
might or might not be regarded as a 
national calamity, but at any rate it was 
proposed to remedy that defect, and then 
probably the Act would be as near per
fection as possible. The intention to 
extend the maritime boundary of Queens
land, so as to take in certain islands 
in Torres Straits, was, he thought, a 
wise resolve, considering that those 
islands were so situated that they 
might to a certain extent control the 
passage of Torres Straits. It was, as it 
were, the Bosphorus to the Turkey of 
Queensland, and it was impossible to say 
what service this step would be to the 
colony in years to come. They must look 
a long way a-head-to when the colony 
contained twenty or thirty millions of 
people instead of 200,000, and when per
haps Australia was a united empire. The 
Royal Commission appointed to inquire 
into the working of the Real Property 
Office had been the means of revealing 
what had been done there, and prob
ably they would be able to suggest .a 
remedy so as to prevent a repeti
tion of such proceedings. They could 
not have absolute safety against fraud, 
but they could exercise a vigilant super
vision which would reduce rascality to a 
minimum, and prevent it as far as possible. 
With reference to the Chinese question, to 
the credit of the Government be it said, 
they had always endeavoured to bring 
measures forward to exclude Chinese as 
far as practicable. They had established a 
principle-a principle which had been ad
mitted by the Imperial Government,-and 
he :could see no reason why they should 
not extend that principle by the introduc
tion of a measure which would have the ulti
mate object of excluding Chinese from the 
colony altogether. They had in this a 
national danger-a most serious danger, 
which required the immediate attention of 
all Queensland legislators. In dealing 
with the Chinese question they should also 
endeavour to secure the co-operation of the 
other colonies, because the danger was one 
that affected the whole of Australia as 
much as Queensland. Not only should 
they endeavour to prevent Chinese coming 
here in large numbers, but in small numbers 
also; because, if they were allowed to come 
here in small numbers, they would gradually 
accumulate, and the ultimate result would 
be the same as if they were permitted to 
come in large numbers. It would simply 
be a question of a little longer time. They 
had, within a few miles of the coast of this 
colony, a vast Mongolian country, with an 
mmense number of people-with a surplus 

population of millions, who were on the 
verge of starvation, and who, by their 

peculiar method of living, were able to 
subsist upon what it would be utterly im
possible for Europeans to live upon. Their 
civilization, although much older than ours, 
was such that we could not possibly amal
gamate with them. They were essentially 
an alien race, with which we had nothing 
in common. As to the doctrine of " the 
survival of the :fittest," it did not apply to 
the Chinese. They might just as well say 
that weeds were the :fittest product of the 
ground. This greatMongolianreservoirwas 
threatening to overflow and sweep away all 
modern European, or at least all British 
civilisation in this colony; and he did not 
believe that the Imperial authorities would 
refuse to sanction a measlU'e much more 
stringent than e>en that introduced last 
session,-a measure which had for its ob
ject the safety and preservation of a British 
colony. The step which the Government 
had taken with regard to the A.S.N. Co. 
was, he thought, a wise one, but it was 
only a small portion of what was required 
to be done in reference to the Chinese ; 
but still it was all that could be done in 
that case. The next paragraph referred to 
the Local Government Act of 1878 ; and 
he thought most honourable members would 
agree with him that the principle of local 
government was a thoroughly sound one, 
and the sooner a comprehensive and effec
tive measure of that kind was brought into 
operation the better it would be for the 
colony. It would prevent the lavish waste 
of public money that had been going on 
for some indefinite period in the Works 
Department, where works were carried out 
too often by grossly incompetent officials. 
He thought the people themselves ought 
to have some voice in the expenditure 
of money on public works ; and any 
measure which would have for its object 
the lessening of the cost of administration 
and abolishing the present expensive 
system of managing the Roads Depart
ment, was entitled to the serious considera
tion of every member of the House. With 
reference to the Civil Service Act of 1863, 
he thought it was necessary to take some 
steps to put an end to the pernicious system 
of patronage at present in existence, under 
which members of Parliament were looked 
upon as being in the position of men sup
posed to provide billets for every man in 
the colony who had failed in business for 
himself, and was anxious to obtain em
ployment in the Civil Service, in the fond 
hope that he would have nothing to do. 
He thought the sooner all patronage was 
withdrawn from members of Parliament 
the better it would be, because they would 
occupy a much more independent position, 
and be able to give more attention 
to legislation, and leave administration 
and appointments in the Civil Ser
vice to a system which would provide 
for such appointments being made solely 
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upon merit, and not upon patronage, which 
meant gross favoritism in some cases and 
gross injustice in others. He noticed that 
there was an intention to make an altera
tion in the tariff; and he should lilce to see the 
ad valorem duties abolished and transformed 
into fixed duties. There were many who 
were of opinion that the Border Customs 
ought to be abolished; but, looking at the 
fact that these duties were not only a 
source of revenue, but also a means of 
protection, he thought they should be re
tained, because he believed most honourable 
members would agree with him that it was 
necessary, by means of Customs duties and 
other imposts, to provide protection to a 
certain extent. He noticed that Canada, a 
free-trade country, had discovered that a 
protective policy would be necessary, in a 
modified form, to enable her to compete with 
the United States. He noticed also that 
Germany was entering upon a protective 
policy, and that in Gre11t Britain there was 
now agitation towards the same end. He 
observed that it was the intention to endea
vour to raise an increased revenue, which 
implied additional taxation. This was an 
admission that the revenue had not been 
keeping pace with the expenditure ; but 
they must remember that they had been 
spending money at a considerable rate for 
some years, and during the last two years, 
through the drought, the colony had suf
fered enormously in both stock and pro· 
duce, ani were it not for that we should 
be in a different position to-day. He 
should oppose any increase of the Customs 
duties, because that simply meant that the 
working classes should pay it, and they 
were not in a position to be further taxed. 
He thought the system introduced should 
be fair and equitable, so that it should 
press upon all classes of the community in 
proportion to their capacity to pay. Re
ferring to railways, there was an inten
tion expressed to extend the ihre<> main 
trunk lines into the interior, to be con
nected with a transverse line, which meant, 
he took it, the ultimate establishment of an 
inter-colonial railway federation. No doubt 
at some future period they would have inter
colonial railway federation. If he mistook 
not, the Stanthorpe Railway was under
taken as a step in that direction-that it 
was to connect with the New South vV ales 
line, and would also bring down the New 
England trade to this colony; but New 
South Wales intended to run a line to the 
Clarence to take the New England trade, 
and, in the meantime, there was no inten
tion to extend their Northern line so as to 
meet ours. Consequently this Stanthorpe 
line, which was originally intended, and he 
believed was only justified in the views of 
some honourable members as being a 
national work, would not answer that pur
pose at all. He thought that inter-colonial 
railway federation might very well be talked 

about forty or fifty years hence, when the 
population of Queensland numbered twenty 
or thirty millions, instead of 200,000. 
Allusion was also made to the extension of 
railway communication to the more settled 
agricultural and mineral districts of the 
colony. This he strongly approved of. 
He thought that at present the main trunk 
lines had been extended sufficiently far, 
and they should now turn their attention 
to giving the settled districts facilities for 
getting their produce to market. There 
were one or two districts in particular in 
which there was a large quantity of land 
available for cultivation, and, were the 
people supplied with railway communica
tion, the amount of production would be 
ten or twenty times what it was at 
present ; but, by reason of the distance 
from market, it was utterly impossible 
to carry on agriculture with success 
without railway communication. Branch 
lines ought to be introduced in those 
districts. He would particularly refer to 
one to Fassifern, and one up the Valley 
of the Brisbane River. The extension 
of the Southern and Western Railway 
to deep water was, he considered, a very 
necessary undertaking, if only for the 
sake of the coal trade, which promised to 
be a very important and prosperous one. 
The whole of the 'Vest Moreton was 
evidently a coal formation, and the trade 
in coal was comparatively stagnant, be
cause there was no railway to deep water. 
He quite approv·ed of the policy of con
structing public works by contract. Every 
work which could be done by contract 
should be done on that system in order to 
prevent swindles, from which the country 
had suffered too long. He regretted to 
find in the Speech no mention of a V olun
teer Bill. A thoroughly sound and liberal 
Volunteer Bill was necessary, to give en
couragement to the volunteers of the colony, 
such encouragement having never yet been 
received by them. The people ought to be 
made into a nation of riflemen, because, in 
a country like this, it was useless to talk 
about fortifying our enormous coast line, 
for the true policy would be to receive any 
enemy on shore with their rifles, instead of 
preventing his landing on a coast so 
exposed to hostile invasion. Mention was 
made in the Speech of the water supply to 
the chief towns and centres of popula
tion : but he wished to remind honourable 
mem"bers that there were other places 
equally in need of an efficient water supply, 
and in which the country would be equally 
as much justified in spending money for 
that purpose. The honour&ble member 
for Fassifern could bear him out with 
regard to that district, and in the district 
which he had the honour to represent there 
was no natural supply of water whatever. 
In connection with public works, mention 
was made of the intention of the Govern-
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ment to continue the present system of 
immigration. He (Mr. Meston) believed 
the period had arrived at which the exist
ing system of immigration was no longer 
suitable for the colony. He would, how
ever, pass over this paragraph in the 
Speech chiefly for the reason that he 
was totally opposed to State immigration. 
The laws relating to Polynesian immigra
tion were no doubt in an unsatisfactory 
state, and although the question of the im
migration of Polynesians was not so impor
tant as that of the immigration of Chinese, 
still it was necessary for the future well
fare of this colony, that Polynesian immi
gration should be stopped; and that they 
should gradually get into that condition of 
things, when the greater portion of the 
work of the colony would be done by British 
labour-black and yellow labour being 
excluded from the colony altogether. Their 
object should be to see settled in the 
colony a British population working .for a 
high rate of wages, and that could never 
be while they had for competitors Mon
golians and Polynesians. Amongst the 
minor matters referred to in the Speech, 
mention was made of the conservancy 
of forests. He was particularly pleased 
to see this subject brought out, be
cause it was one to which it was high 
time the attention of the Legislature 
was called; especially considering the 
wholesale destruction of timber that had 
been going on for many years past, and 
that one of the "improvement" clauses 
in the Land Act had special refer
ence to the ring-barking· of trees. The 
whole of our cedar was going to Mel
bourne and Sydney, and in a few years 
it would be all gone and the colony would 
have received nothing whatever in recom
pense. As to the monetary and commercial 
depression to which reference was made in 
the Speech, no doubt the famine in India, the 
war in Europe, and the strikes and bank
ruptcies in Great Britain, had a very 
serious effect upon the monetary and com
mrrcial world. The two past seasons had 
no doubt had a very depres~ing effect 
upon the welfare of this colony, and he 
failed to see wh_y, at this particular junc
ture, when the revenue showed a deficit, 
when the balance was on the wrong side 
of the account, and when they were 
committed to a very extensive system of 
public works-to complete which money 
would have to be obtained from some
where-whyany honourable members out of 
office should be too enthusiastic to come 
into possession of power. The look-out 
ahead was very dark, and it would ulti
mately become a question whether the pre
sent system of expenditure should be con
tinued, or whether the finances of the 
colony should be allowed to rest in order 
to enable the revenue to recover itself. It 
was a question whether the colony would 

not make considerably more progress by 
comparitively letting it alone. Like a 
child, the less interference with its natural 
growth the better. If they took the child 
and put on him the tight bandages of 
trunk railways, and the tight boots of 
groper dredges and dry docks, and the 
tight collar of an over-grown Civil Service, 
they could not but hurry it into a prema
ture grave. He felt inclined to speak at 
considerable length on this subject, but as 
this was his first appearance in the House, 

·he would conclude by moving the adoption 
of the report. 

Mr. PATERSON, after craving the indul
gence of the House in rising to second the 
adoption of the Address in Rt'ply, said that 
on reading Hanswrd, he had noticed that 
in former Parliaments honourable mem
bers who had occupied a similar posi
tion to himself, usually qualified their 
positions as mover and seconder by 
stating whether they were supporters of 
a party or of the Government. Whether 
such was the rule or not, he would 
take the opportunity of saying that 
when he was asked to come forward for 
Rockhampton, the inhabitants of that town 
never asked him to which side of the 
House he should attach himself, and it 
was not until he addressed his first meet
ing, during his candidature, that he notified 
to which side he should adhere. He did 
so because, in the southern part of the 
colony especially, it was stated that he was 
a special Ministerial candidate; and it was 
only clue to himself to state that the plat
form on which he placed his foot was the 
Liberal side of the House. It was not, 
therefore, surprising that he should have 
been chosrn to second the adoption of the 
Address in Reply, seeing that he hoped, 
as long as he remained here, to be a 
member of what had long been known 
as the Liberal party, and he trusted to 
be as strong a "sticker" to that party 
as the honourable member for Darling 
Downs himself, being quite aware at the 
time of his candidature that the prospects 
of that party were by no means in the 
ascendancy. Coming now to the subject of 
of the motion, he would begin wilh the 
matter last referred to by the honourable 
member for Rosewood, who spoke of the 
colony as a child who should be left alone 
to grow of its own accord, and not 
be destroyed by dredge8, trunk railways, 
and other important public works. In his 
opinion great and important public works 
were essentially necessary to the welfare 
of the colon_y, and all true colonists con
templated with pleasure the efforts of the 
Liberal part_y, as represented by the prt'sent 
Cabinet, to carry out a v-igorous railway 
and public works policy. As to the clause 
relating to railways-

" Three main trunk lines of railway from the 
coast into the interior have already been antho-
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riseil by Parliament, two of whieh, leading 
from Brisbane and Rockhampton, are now 
open for considerable distances, and are being 
:further extended, while arrangements have 
been completed for the immediate commence
ment and speedy prosecution of the third, 
which will connect the Northern interior with 
Townsville. . ... My Ministers are of opinion 
that each of these lit,es should be still further 
extended into the interior,"-

He believed that if his constituents them
selves had prepared that part of the Speech 
they would have used words nearly similar. 
It was very pleasant, therefore, to notice, 

· in the interests of both North and South, 
that the Government intended to carry out 
their public works policy in a vigorous 
and methodical manner. Referring to the 
Electoral Districts Act of 1878, he was 
personally very glad to find that it was in
tended to bring in a Bill to give an addi
tional member to Fortitude Valley, for he 
felt sure that few honourable members 
could feel entirely comfortable until the 
injustice to which that constituency had 
been subjected was rectified. The 
action of the Goverr..ment on the Chinese 
question must be gratifying to the entire 
colony. It had been said that the happy 
termination of the strike was owing to the 
efforts of a gentleman of Newcastle, but 
he (Mr. Paterson) believed-although the 
matter had not been noticed in the public 
prints-that the action of the Queensland 
Government, prohibiting the employment 
by the .A..S.N. Company of Chinese or 
Polynesians in Queensland waters, had had 
far more to do in bringing that company to 
that frame of mind which induced them to 
settle the question in such an amicable 
manner. He felt ~atisfied that that 
determination of the Queensland Gov
ernment had had a great deal to do 
with the speedy settlement of the strike; 
and all honour was due to them for it. 
While on the subject of steam navigation 
he might say he was much pleased to note 
that the Torres Straits mail contract was 
about to receive attention. That contract 
certainly required revision, for from his 
own experience in travelling on that line he 
could speak as to the necessity for increased 
speed. The last time he went to Rock
hampton in one of these boats there 
was an intelligent American gentleman 
on boarcl who would willingly have for
feited his passage money and given £50 
or £100 into the bargain to have gone back 
to Sydney, although his intention was to go to 
.T a pan. The whole distance to Keppel Bay 
was traversed at the rate of not more than 
seven or seven and a-half knots per hour. 
It was generally admitted that vessels of 
the stamp of the " Somerset" belonged to an 
extinct type of the fast mail ship. .Every 
business man, therefore, was pleased that 
that contract was about to receive the 
necessary revision. Not much could be 

said about the Local Government Act. 
but they all hoped that its result would 
be to relieve the Works Department 
from a considerable amount of its ad
ministration outside of Brisbane, and at 
the same time teach the people to be self
reliant and accustomed to attend to their 
own local wants, thus preparing them to 
take a higher pos1iion in the government of 
the colony. .A.s to the proposed return to 
the principles of the Civil Service Act of 
1863, repealed in 1869, he could only say 
it was a notorious grievance that whether 
a Liberal or a so-called Sql\atting Adminis
tration was in power, a great deal of back
stairs influence was used to put the wrong 
men in the wrong places-putting round 
men into square holes, and vice 1>ersa. 
If such a Civil Service Act as that 
indicated would remedy the evil, it could not 
but be acrepted with gratitude by every 
honourable member of the House. It was 
a mistake, he held, to transfer officers from 
one department to another of the public 
service, for the practice tended to demora
lise the service to its very core. No man 
in a given department would put forth his 
best efforts if he supposed that at some 
ultimate period some man from another 
department would supplant him in the pro
motion he ought to achieve. lf they 
wished to make the Civil Service the most 
honourable service in the colony, they should 
pass some such measure as that alluded 
to in the Speech, by which it would be 
made attractive to the best men in the 
country, instead of, as was said to be 
sometimes the case, men of a very different 
calibre. .A. good deal had been said re
cently in the public press, about the pre
sent Administration having gone in for 
reckless expenditure, more especially during 
the past six months. If any honourable 
members present were of that opinion, he 
hoped they would justify such statements. 
He did not think the last half-year's expen
diture, either on loan or on revenue account, 
had exceeded the average of that of the pre
ceeding twelve or eighteen months, and 
even if it had done so he should have 
been glad, because it would have been 
strong evidence that the Government were 
alive to the interests of the colony by find
ing, during a period of depression, employ
ment for its people. The recent failure of 
the City of Glasgow Bank created much 
disaster, especially in Lanarkshire and other 
parts of Scotland, as well as in England, 
and relief works had been established by 
the Lord Provost of Glasgow to give em
ployment to those who had been thrown out 
of employment by that lamentable failure. 
He would say to those journalists who had 
written down the Government in conse
quence of their alleged ultra-expenditure, 
that if Government had acted as they ad
viseil, and diminished their expenditure, 
much distress would have resulted. The 
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colony had been suffering severely finan
cially during the past twelve or eighteen 
months. 

Mr. GRoOM: We are only just com
mencing to suffer. 

Mr. PATERSON said that ifthat were so it 
showed thatthe honourable member for Too
woomba, at any rate, had not suffered during 
the that time. The circumstances of depres· 
si on had nevertheless existed over the period 
he had named, and he believed that i£ the 
Cabinet had taken the advice of the journals 
to which he alluded, there would have been so 
much distress that deputation on deputation 
would have waited on Ministers, and 
meeting on meeting would have been held 
throughout the colony, asking the Govern· 
ment to at once initiate relief workS. He 
was very glad indeed to find that the 
Government had not hesitated to take upon 
themselves the responsibility of carrying 
on the expenditure upon public works 
as vigorously as heretofore. Every 
one would admit that it was the best 
policy to utilise labour in periods of de
pression, for at that time labour was 
cheaper, and the works could be prosecuted 
vigorously comparatively cheaper. The 
Ministry who would stand idly by in 
periods of dullness in the labour market 
and did not provide means for employing 
the labour of the country in the construe· 
tion of works of public utility, failed 
to fulfil the functions for which they 
were appointed. He was glad, there· 
fore, that no great change had been 
made in the expenditure to which he 
referred. As to the formation of an 
Australian federation of trunk lines of rail
way, he, like the honourable member 
who had preceded him, thought it 
was certainly somewhat premature, and if 
the clause referred to the scheme propoun
ded in the report laid before Parliament 
last session or since, it would have his strong 
opposition. Very few members would live 
to see these trunk lines prosecuted to their 
proper points if the construction of them 
went on at the existing rate. As to the 
proposed line by way of N anango, Gym pie, 
and Bundaberg to Gladstone, and thence 
to Rockhampton, he would simply say 
that the idea was ridiculous. The only law 
by which the Executive should be guided 
in such schemes was the commercial 
relation of the termini of those railways. 
The engineer, except under exceptional 
circumstances was not the man to deter
mine the proper points to which the trunk 
or branch lines should go. In these days 
when men were more and more confined to 
special branches of work, it was not an 
engineer, but a man of business, who should 
undertake to settle a question of that deli
cate and important nature. At the same 
time his constituents would be glad to· have 
that survey carried out, which should ulti· 
mately connect their line with the Southern 

and Western Railway. He did not believe 
it was yet too late to consider the matter. 
The best route would probably be a bee 
line from Miles to vYestwood, a distance of 
200 miles, which could be constructed for 
a million or so. Such a line would connect 
the two districts, and completely annihilate 
their idea of separation. He did not 
believe in the proposal to carry the line by 
way of Tambo and l~oma, for such a line 
would run through a sparsely-populated 
country, whereas the other route would tap 
a country inhabited by a large population, 
and open up at a minimum cost, a fine 
country for free selection, and which 
would take years to absorb. It was evi
dently the wisest policy to keep the wes· 
tem land closed until the whole of the 
coast lands were properly settled upon. 
As to immigration, he was glad to 
see so steady a stream of European 
immigrants pouring into the colony, and he 
trusted that such immigration would not 
be merely confined to the big towns. The 
climate of this colony, its resources and 
its good soil, were such as should induce 
them to introduce southern Europeans in a 
fair proportion to the immigrants from the 
British Islands. And he wished to say a 
word or two with regard to what had fallen 
from the Premier in his reply to the hon
ourable member for Darling Downs. As 
there were many new members present, it 
might be desirable that he shotJld remind 
the House that the point which he under· 
stood to be the ground which had led that 
honourable member to retire from office, 
was that Mr. Ballard had a power not con
sistent with his position, and that of the hou· 
ourable gentleman as Minister for Lands. 
Now, the system to which the honourable 
gentleman objected was, so far as he could 
understand, about to be brought to a close; 
at any rate, if it was not completed at the 
time referred to, there were only some 
thirty or forty miles of a very inexpensive 
kind to be done. It should be borne in 
mind that Mr. Ballard' s mode of construc
tion was initiated and systematised under 
the Palmer Administration, when Mr. 
\Y alsh was :Minister for Works. It had 
been carried on for six years in round 
numbers, and no fault had been found 
with it until recently. He was certainly 
sorry that no previous Minister found 
out that it was desirable to put an 
end to it, and he was sorry, also, that the 
honourable gentleman attempted to alter 
it, when they had got to the "heels 
of the system." Although Mr. Ballard 
did not carry out the work on the 
large contract principle, he believed 
that a large majority of the work, if not the 
whole was done by small contracts. At all 
events, whatever might be the merits of 
the system, it was due to the House to 
let it be known that it was established at 
the special suggestion of the Palmer 
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Administration, and so far as he had 
known, it had given unqualified satisfac
tion in the district. With these remarks, 
he had great pleasure in seconding the 
motion for the adoption of the Address 
in .Reply. Whatever might be said of 
the Ministry individually or collectively, 
thPywere atthismoment the representatives 
of the old Liberal party, so far as any mem
ber knew it. He did not see the representa
tives of that Liberal party on the opposite 
benches, and on the Government side of 
the House he saw what one gentleman had 
termed that day the "remnants of the 
Liberal party." He suppJrted the Address 
in Reply, notwithstanding that it came from 
the "remnants of the Liberal party," and 
he believed that the present as well as the 
preceding members of that administration 
had faithfully and efficiently performed 
their functions ever since the party came 
into power. 

Mr. MclLwRAITIT: I compliment the 
honourable gentleman who has just sat 
down on the speech that he has delivered 
to the House ; but at the same time I can
not compliment the Government on the 
kind of support he or the mover of the 
Address have given to the programme upon 
which they have spoken. Both honourable 
gentlemen have gone carefully over some 
matters about which we all decidedly 
agree ; but they dissented from these 
paragraphs in the Speech, which em
body the real policy of the Government. 
For the last month it has been a matter of 
consideration with me why the Ministry 
have not resigned, they having had prece
dents for surh a course. When they saw 
that they had not the confidence of the 
country, it was their business to resign, 
and it was more their business to do 
so, assuming the facts to be as stated by 
me, because the country was not in a 
prosperous condition. Did the Government 
not have the fact revealed to them plainly 
during the last general election, that they 
were not supported by the country? No one 
should more thoroughly know than they, 
that one of the most prominent things to 
which a candidate, no matter how high his 
standing may be, has had to give consider
ation during the election was the ques
tion of local works. For that I put the 
blame upon the Government. Next to 
that the most prominent question that was 
put to candidates was, whether they believed 
in the present Government, and an actual 
majority have declared that they would sup
port a vote of want of confidence in it. 
With that information before them, I hold 
it was their business at once to have given in 
their resignations to His Excellency, so that 
he might secure advisers who have the con
fidence of the country. They did not do so, 
and now that we read the Speech the cause 
is apparent enough; they have remained 
in office for the purpose of putting before 

the country a programme most difficult to 
carry out, which they have failed in 
carrying out themselves, and which 
they have left as a difficult legacy to 
whomsoever might be their successors. 
While their administration for the last 
five years has brought the colony to the 
position it is now in, as shown by the 
last Treasurer's statement, they come 
forward with a programme in which 
we are promised three main trunk lines, 
branch railways in all parts of the colony, 
but not enumerated, the extension of 
the Southern and Western Railway to 
South Brisbane, two branch railways 
which are enumerated, improvements in the 
principal harbours of the colony, drainage, 
water supply, immigration, compensation 
to members of Parliament, and some other 
things, all involving money. The other pro
minent part of the Speech is the reticence of 
the Government as to the probable way in 
which the money is to be raised. No at
tention is given to that subject; the Gov
ernment simply refer to the fact that 
probably additional taxation would be 
required, and in case it should, say that it 
should be put on the landed interests of the 
colony. Some ground ought, however, to be 
given to show why, in the present position. of 
the colony, these interests should be so 
taxed to enable the carrying on of 
public works in the ratio that we are now 
doing. The depressed condition of the 
colony affords a stronger reason why this 
subject should have been made a promi
nent feature in a scheme to provide for 
additional works and other expenditure. As 
I intend to move an amendment on this 
Address, I will refer to the conduct of the 
Ministry during the last few years ; but 
before doing so I will allude to one or two 
of the items which have been commented 
upon by the previous speakers. With re
gard to the Chinese question, I intend to see 
put upon the table of the House the cor
respondence that has passed between the 
Government and the A.S.N. Co. We have 
had Chinese legislation within the last two 
years bearing directly upon the question 
how to defend the colony against Chinese 
immigration. There can be nothing clearer 
to anyone who has watched the course of 
events during the last two months in 
Sydney and Brisbane than that the A.S.N. 
Co. has been induced to take the steps 
it has taken by the weakness of the 
Government in the administration of the 
Chinese Immigrants Regulation Act. Read
ing the accounts of the waY: the directors 
of the company spoke to the1r shareholders 
and to the deputations which interviewed 
them, nothing to me is clearer than that ; 
and I believe when the correspondence 
with the Government is produced, it will 
be seen that the Government did not act in 
the way they are now doing, and that if 
they had acted as business men should 



14 Acldress in "ilepty [ASSEMBLY.] to Opening Speeo!t. 

have done the directors of the A.S.N. 
Company would not have acted in the way 
they did. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : The cor
respondence is on the table of the House. 

Mr. MciLWRAITH: I have not seen the 
correspondence, but I believe it will show 
that the action of the Government will 
substantiate my charge. I will now 
shortly refer to the legislation of the past 
:five years. We kno.w that in 187 4 the Gov· 
ernment of which the present occupants of 
the Treasury benches are the representa
tives, went into office under the most 
favourable circumstances; the revenue had 
been evidently rising, and all the industries 
were in a prosperous state ; so prosperous, 
in fact, had the revenue been, that when 
Parliament met there was a credit balance 
of £240,000. In regard to this balance, 
the Government have always spoken as if 
they had been accused of mis-spending 
the money. That is not my contention. 
There were two ways of treating this rising 
financial position-one was to increase 
public works and spend all the money 
raised by taxes ; the other was to reduce 
taxation. The Ministry at that time went 
carefully into the matter of reducing tax
ation, and it was thought necessary that 
the reduction should not take place all at 
once ; it was determined that the decrease 
of the ad 1'alore1n duties should spread 
over one year. At the same time, in 
order to carry out this reduction, and to 
provide for the amount required for public 
works, in accordance with the progress of 
the colony, it was resolved that local gov
ernment should be introduced throughout 
the colony, and, with that object in view, it 
was considered wise to put all public works 
in as progressive a state as possible. It was 
consequently determined, as the year 1874 
had yielded more revenue than the pre
ceding year. to spend the full amount 
of the money on roads that would not 
have to be attended to in subsequent years 
by Parliament, and make provision at the 
same time for the introduction of local 
government. That theory should have been 
carried out, and if it had been we should 
not be in the position we now are. Accord
ingly, in 187 4, a vast increase of expendi
ture took place, mostly on roads and 
bridges. The Government, next year, should 
have carried out their programme; but 
they forgot that they had reduced taxation, 
and that to make the revenue keep pace 
with the expenditure, they must lop off what 
were really local works. The Government, 
in 1875, refused to go on with the Local 
Government Bill ; they had promised it, 
but declined to fulfil the promise. The 
void thus created required to be filled in 
some way ; it could not be by taxation, for it 
had been lately reduced. The Government 
entered upon a course always held inimical 
to the principles of the Liberal party-of bor-

rowing money for temporary public works. 
In defiance of the expressed opinion of 
the oldest and best Liberals they adopted 
this course. What followed after that P 
As soon as they got Parliament to 
sanction local expenditure out of borrowed 
money, they continued the system. 
It was perfectly plain that members on 
that side of the House were not content to 
be taxed locally, while they had a Go•ern
ment which would give them local supplies 
from the colony. The Government knew 
they would have the support of their party, 
and therefore, in 1876, they ignored a .Local 
Government Bill, al""ays putting it off to 
the end of the session, but still going on in 
the same way at an increasing ratio. That 
is one of the heaviest accusations I bring 
against the Government; it is the real key 
to our present financial position. They 
have brought us into such a condition that 
we cannot, with decency, go on borrowing for 
local and perishable works. They delibera
tely postponed the Local Government Bill, 
and at last, in 1878, having made it the pri
marymeasure of the session, they passed it in 
such a form as to make it thoroughly in
operative. Power, however, to enforce the 
Act in any locality they chose was left to 
the Government. Instead of employing 
that action, I do not believe that up to the 
present time they have made any attempt 
to enforce it. In 1876 the Government 
were in a much better position financially 
then they are now; and, considering them
selves safe in their position, that they 
could satisfy their constituents by the 
amount of money which was borrowed for 
local works, they determined to commence 
the session without putting forth any works 
policy. A policy was, however, forced 
upon them by a strong expression of 
opinion from the House, although I was 
not backed up by a majority when I moved 
a vote of confidence motion in 1876. Instead 
of adopting my policy in its entirety, they 
thought they would make it more popular 
and more in arcordance with their own 
previously expressed opinions and went into 
the ''Railway Reserves system," which has 
been most ruinous to the colony. The ruin 
is to be seen in much stronger colours than 
it has yet been presented. I believe there 
was a great deal of truth in what the 
honourable member for Darling Downs 
said that afternoon,-that there is disor
ganization in the Lands Office. I am satis
fied that a strong head is wanted to pull that 
system through. I do not blame the present 
Attorney-General for the confusion. The 
reason there is a complete confusion is be
cause of the different Acts of Parliament 
dealing with the land. Thereisnotthe slight
est doubt that the office is in a bewildered 
state. Land has to be dealt with under two 
or three different Acts, and how it is to be 
disposed requires consideration which his 
staff cannot give. The next result of that 
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policy was that the House, in the most reck
less way, voted for railways which they d~d 
not believe in. They passed those rail
ways simply because the Government told 
them that under the Railway Reserves 
system it would not be necessary to bor
row money. Their system has gradually 
dwindled down. They have given up every 
principle of the Railway Heserves Act, 
and left the country committed to a large 
amount of railways which the Government 
never thought they should be called upon 
to construct. The Government have com
mitted us to works which we are not in a 
position to go on with. Had the Govern
ment put this scheme in a proper way 
before the House, had they admitted to the 
House that borrowed money would have 
to be required, we would not have given 
our consent to the railways that were pro
posed. Admitting, however, that we had 
given that consent, we wc:uld ~ave made 
provision for the money bemg raised. We 
are committed to these railways, and at 
the present time see a black prospect 
of raising the money. Had the Gov
ernment taken the second best course 
-had they borrowed sufficient money, 
or made arrangements to secure the 
carrying out of the works sanctioned,
we should have seen the colony safe 
:from a catastrophe such as might result 
from the stoppage of public works. The 
Government, however, made no such pro
vision and the consequences must lie at 
their 'doors. It is amusing to notice the 
eool way in which the Government gave up 
every principle of the Railway Reserves 
Act, although the Treasurer s~id last y~ar 
that the Bill was the best whwh, happily, 
had passed for the country, on account of 
the wonderful way in which it conduced to 
the prosperity of the country. Yet we find 
the Premier referring to it in a way which 
could only lead one to the conclusion that 
he must see, as the only means of righting 
our finances by the 30th June, is by repeal
ing the Rail way Reserves Act. I will read 
the words of his speech, and I have confi
dence t.hat thev are correct, because I 
know that they were twice carefully re
visl'd by him. Speaking at Maryborough 
he says:-

" As a financial operation they would be per· 
fectly justified, if i~ were thoug~t necessar,r and 
desirable to recogmse that the mterest Simply 
should be found to write off the differente be
tween the two amounts of £120,000 and 
£322,000, and to pass it to the credit of the 
revenue, and thus create a sm•plus. He men
tioned this because some people were very much 
alarmed at the future prospect of a deficit. 
He alluded to the matter not to say that they 
had decided upon doing this, but merely to 
point out that a lm·ge sum which, under other 
eircumstances might have gone to the revenue, 
had really gone towa1•ds paying off the capital 
amount required for the construction of rail
ways. llufit would be quite possible, and be 

perfectly justifiable as a financial operation, sup
posing a deficit were to arise-which, however, 
was not probable-to reduce it by this means." 

The Premier foresees a deficit, and intends 
to provide for it by taking all the money 
realised by the Railway Reserves Act, except 
that paid for interest, and putting it back 
to the Consolidated Revenue. There is one 
drawback, however, to that course; it is 
against the law which makes special pro
vision that the money raised under the 
Railway lteserves shall be devoted first to 
the payment of the interest, next to the con
struction of the railways, and if any balance 
is left, to paying off the amount bor
rowed up to that time. The only way in 
which the Premier can carry out what he 
calls "a proper financial operation," is to 
repeal the Railway Reserves Act of 1877. 
If he succeeded in doing that, I have little 
doubt the step would help to relieve our 
disaster at the present time. In order to 
relieve the Government from some of 
the disasters that they were bringing 
upon the colony, I brought forward last 
year a three-million vote. It is perfectly 
clear that all our predictions with regard 
to the Railway Reserves Act have come 
true ; but had I carried the motion, we 
should not be placed in the position we 
now appear to be. At the present time it 
is a matter of considerable difficulty, from 
the confused way in which the Treasurer's 
accounts have been presented, to find out 
the state of the Loan Account ; but, so far 
as I can make out, we had on the 1st a 
balance of £710,946. Add to that the nett 
proceeds of the 1878 loan at 87 per cent., 
£1,184,000, and we have a total of 
£1,7 40,922. Now, taking eighteen months' 
expenditure at our present rate of £92,882 per 
month, we should have a total of £1,673,244; 
and at the end of June, 1880, should 
only have a balance left of £67,678. It is 
quite plain to any one that after the pay
ment of the two or three months which are 
usually in arrear, that two months before 
the end of next financial year our loan will 
have been expended and that this Par
liament must provide funds to carry 
us on. I predicted last year that if 
we meant to go on we should have to 
make provision for carrying on these 
works, otherwise we should have to do 
so .as soon as this Parliament met. 
I have no doubt there is a great deal 
in what has been said as to the calamity 
which would have resulted had the Ministry 
suddenly collapsed in the expenditure of 
money on public works ; but there is a 
great difference between the prudence 
which may be exercised in the administra
tion of the Consolidated Revenue· of the 
colony, and the imprudence of launching 
out into great public works without seeing 
the means by which the money for carrying 
them out could be raised. I think the 
Government were imprudent in both ways. 
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When they saw the revenue decreasing as 
it was-10 per cent. in the last six 
months-they might have decreased the 
expenditure, although it was not necessary 
to confine the reduction exclusively to the 
vrorks of the colony. The distress pre
vailing was not a sufficient reason for 
the Government going on increasing the 
expenditure in the ratio they did, when the 
revenue was decreasing at the rate of 5 per 
cent. below the revenue raised last year, 
and 15 per cent. under what they calcu
lated it would be ; nor do I consider it was 
prudent for the Government to make pre
parations, involving the necessity of bor
rowing at once, until they had met the 
House, and that I believe they have done. 
I have shown how the Railway Reserves 
:Sill has led to the present state of things. 
What remedy do the Government propose 
at the present time ? The remedy we see 
lies entirely with them, but they do not 
disclose it in their Speech. They point out 
that taxation is necessary, but I question 
the judgment of the men who make that 
Speech, because the members of the Govern
ment-especially the Treasurer-told us two 
years ago that, by prudent administration, 
taxation would be reduced. When chal
lenged, he said he would bring forward a 
scheme for reduced taxation the next year. 
That was promised no later than eighteen 
months ago. It was useless for us to point 
out that there was not much chance--under 
the depressed circumstances, owing to the 
drought; and other causes-of his being able 
to carry out his promise. He persisted, 
and it took some forcing to induce him to 
admit ultimately the necessity for increased 
taxation. I question their judgment; and 
it is left entirely to our opinion of their 
judgment whether they are competent to 
provide funds, not only to supply the de
ficiency of £220,000, but also for the pay
ment of public works, which must be 
carried on by means of loan. I question 
their judgment because, in their adminis
tration during the last five years, they 
have completely failed in fulfilling their 
own promises, the expectation of their 
followers. Some hope is no doubt in
inte·nded to be given to the House in 
the statement that a great reduction would 
be made in the expenditure by an im
proved method of construction being adopted. 
It is rather curious, that the last time of the 
meetingofthe House, the present honourable 
member for Darling Downs repeatedly con
tradictedme on that one point, that improved 
methods were quite possible, and should 
be adopted. It comes out now that the 
present Minister for Works discovered a 
correspondence on the subject four or five 
years old. I saw several years ago 
the correspondence, the latter portion 
of which has been put on the table 
of the House to-clay. The Speech says 
that in determining the character of 

the N orthcrn line, advantage has been 
taken of information in the possession of the 
Government, which warrants a confident 
expectation of a large reduction in the 
cost of future railways ; but that informa
tion is not to the point if the Minister 
for Works proposes to make cheap and 
nasty lines, as proposed by Mr. :Sal
lard ; and I think the sooner he re
considers the subject the better. I repeat 
that railways, at the price Mr. :Sallard 
speaks of, and as constructed in other colo
nies, we can get constructed and not be 
forced to the necessity of adopting the 
plan suggested by him. I think the 
Minister for Works is rather doubtful of 
the lines being remunerative. He points 
in one paragraph to the necessity for in
creased taxation to pay for public works, 
and in another that light railways will pay 
themselves. I doubt the latter. I think 
our experience has shown that main lines 
of railway have paid better than branch 
lines. The experience in England is the 
same, and how the Minister for Works 
has arrived at his conclusion I do not 
know. If he is right, and branch lines 
will pay, I think main lines will pay 
also, and therefore no taxation will be 
necessary at all. It was, no doubt, 
necessary to put in some bit of hope in the 
.Address, and this is intended for something 
of that kind. It is rather wonderful that 
another paragraph says :-

" My Government are of opinion that our 
public works can be most economically and 
satisfactorily carried out by means of contracts, 
and they propose that this system should be 
generally adopted in future, as far as prac· 
ticable." 
One would suppose this was something of 
a new idea, and not one which has been 
insisted upon by all men of common sense 
all along, and has only been opposed by 
the members of the present Government 
for the last four years. There is not 
the slightest doubt that the continuance 
of the present system during the last 
four years has been . their own action ; 
and if they promise reform now, the 
reform is only in their own practice. 
I believe the paragraph must refer to the 
change carried out by the Minister for 
Works, and be intended to intimate that 
the same system will be pursued in 
the North as before. The opinion of 
the late Minister for Works was that that 
system was a failure. I believe the system 
is essentially bad, and that the conclusion 
come to by Mr. Miles was that it was a 
bad, or at all events a dangerous system. 
We know very well that about a million 
and a-half has been spent upon that line. 
It has been spent most irresponsibly; 
money has been passed without the control 
of the House, and expenditure has been 
passed which we should have condemned 
had we known of it. .As an example, a 
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Minister spent about £300 from Loan 
Fund on a public dinner without our know
ing anything about it. The information 
would never have come to the House at all, 
except through the inquisitiveness of one 
member. Thesystemisa bad system, because 
it depends entirely upon the honesty of 
Mr. Ballard, though I do not impeach 
that. There is not the slightest stain 
upon his character; but the system 
should not depend on the honesty of any 
man. I am perfectly sure that the House 
should not allow the system to be carried 
out, and I should be sorry to see any 
retreat back to it. We believe in the con
tract system. We want to see con· 
tracts let in sections, and know what 
we are going io get for our money. One 
trunk line m the North has been com
menced in the same way as followed by 
Mr. Ballard. In the northern papers 
ad vertiscments appear calling for 30,000 
sleepers, 100 round piles, 100 girders 
and head stocks, 10,000 feet sawn hard
wood, 2,000 feet foot-planking, and other 
materials. We understand the proper way 
to construct railways is to let them in 
lengths, as pursued successfully by the 
southern engineers, and not to allow the 
Government to expend money without 
the control of the House, as is the case on 
the northern line. The amendment I pro
pose to the motion is this-

" That the question be amended by the omis
sion from the Address of all the words follow
ing the word 'Sovereign,' in the first para· 
graph, and the omission of the second para
graph, with a view to the insertion in their 
place of the following words :-'And we beg 
further to inform your Excellency that, while 
recognising the importance of some of the sub
jects submitted in your Excellency's Speech, 
we decline to proceed to their consideration 
until new advisers, possessing the confidence of 
this Hou~e. have been called to your Excel· 
lency's Councils.'" 

I have said sufficient to satisfy the House 
at all events that I am in earnest in con
demning the action of the present Govern
ment. I throw on them the onus of our bad 
position at the present time. Though not 
blaming them for the drought or the bad 
times caused by the Indian famine and the 
Chinese, I say they have put us in a posi
tion where we should not have been, to 
meet those bad times. Bad times came 
upon us, and they have been aggravated by 
the action of the Government. They have 
forced themselves into this position-that 
they must go in not only for additional 
taxation, but also for economy, which has 
not previously been exercised. That is not 
a pleasant position, and they have made it 
very unpleasant for whoever may be their 
suc!'essors. It is very clear, in fact, from 
reading the Address, that they did not in
tend to remain in office themselves. 
If I were to eonsider the matter from 
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an entirely party point of view, I should 
certainly not have moved such an 
amendment, because at the present 
time the Government have most unpopular 
work to do. I would much rather 
~ee this Government, if competent, work
ing the colony through the bad times 
they have contributed so much to bring 
about. It would be only right and proper 
that they should be made to feel the ill
effects of their own work. As a party 
leader, I should benefit by refusing to 
take office at the present time ; but I 
see my position, not as a party leader, 
but as a colonist. I have expressed 
thoroughly my want of confidence in the 
present Government; I have condemned it 
over and over again. I do not care whether 
the party is called liberal or not; the time 
has passed when a word could make a party 
strong. It is plain that there will be £200,000 
short at the end of .Tune, and the Govern
ment does not know how to make it up. 
I am satisfied that the men on the Treasury 
benches are not the men for the time, and 
for that reason I have brought the amend
ment forward. As a party leader, I would 
sooner they carried on the Government; 
but as I am quite sure they are unfit, I 
move the amendment in the full hope that 
it will be carried. 

The PRE.MIER : In rising to speak to the 
amendment which has just been moved, I 
have, in the first place, to congratulate the 
honourable members who did me the 
favour to move and second the Address, for 
the manner in which they have performed 
their duties. The expression of their 
opinion has to some extent been criticised 
as being in some slight respect divergent 
on the various topics treated of in the 
Speech. I am quite sure of this, Mr. 
Speaker-that the gentlemen who have ad
dressed us on this occasion as mover and 
seconder have proved themselves likely to 
make useful members of this House. 
Though they have shown a slight diver
gence on one or two topics arising from dif
ferent views in some minor matters, there is 
no reason to suppose from any remarks 
which fell from them that they are not 
prepared in the future to support the 
party committed to the prosecution of 
those liberal measures to which this party 
has previously been committed. I will 
now proceed to make a few remarks on the 
indictment which has been made against 
the Ministry by the honourable . gen· 
tleman opposite. He has first told us 
that, considering the result of the general 
election which has just taken place, he is 
surprised that the resignation of the Minis
ter did not follow from the announcement 
of the result of the elections, and he as
sumes to come to the conclusion that a 
majority has been declared against the 
Ministry from statements made in country 
newspapers. 1 have observed that many 
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other members have been attributed as 
followers of the honourable member-in
cluding the mover of the Address himself
the honourable member for Rosewood. 
The same thing might be said of various 
other members, and I think the only way 
in which we can really convince ourselves 
of the support likely to be accorded to the 
Ministry and to the honourable gentleman 
opposite, is by bringing the matter to the 
test of actual experience. We have not 
here, as in older countries, traditional 
Earties-Whig or Tory, Conservative or 
Liberal-welded together by ties of time 
and experience. I question whether there 
are any parties here deserving of the dis
tinctive terms as applied to Liberals and 
Conservatives. I am quite sure that the con
stitution of this House is entirely different 
from the constitution of the old House, 
and whatever lines of party demarcation 
there might have been in the last 
session of the last Parliament, those party 
lines are now completely obliterated by the 
result of the recent elections. Whatever 
may have been the result of those elections, 
parties in the House have to be reformed. 
The results have in many respects been 
remarkable. This, at all events, is evident
that by some of the largest and most influ
ential communities members of the Minis
try have been returned by commanding 
majorities. I instance myself, in the first 
place, as having been returned by a- com
manding majority ; the case of my hon
ourable friend, the Minister for Works, 
selected by a commanding majority by the 
capital of the colony; my honourable friend 
the Colonial Treasurer, elected by a larger 
majority than any other member now sitting 
in the House; and similar remarks may apply 
to both the Attorney-General and Minister 
for Lands, the latter having been unnecessa
rily subjected to two contests, through a 
thorough spirit of party warfare. 1'hen 
again, I observe the absence of some well
known faces of men who took a prominent 
position last year, and were looked upon as 
leaders of their party. Whcreis the late hon
om·able member for Kennedy? 'Vhere the 
late honourable member for 'V arrego? 
Where the honourable member for Bur
nett? These were, at all events, men 
of some mark, and if the results of 
the general election have been re
markable in the case of the Minis
try, they have been much more re
markable in the case of prominent men 
opposite. 'What is the constitution of 
the present House ? We hardly know 
until it is tried. There is a large propor
tion of new members-a larger proportion 
than it has been our fortune before to meet. 
How can we jump to the conclusion that 
inevitably those members will vote against 
the Ministry and support the Opposition? 
How could we infer that the honourable 
gentleman himself-whom I congratulate 

on the position he occupies-would neces
sarily have still continued to be the leader 
of the Opposition. It was gPnerally circu
lated that the honourable gentleman had 
declined to undertake the onerous duties 
of the position. That remark arose from 
the same source as the remarks to which 
the honourable member has referred. It 
has been said that the junior member for 
Brisbane was designated as the future leader 
of the Opposition in spite of his disclaimer 
ever to take office again. These may prove 
to be idle rumours, but they have been cir
culated ; and, under these circumstances, I 
felt it was only right that the Ministry, 
whatever the1r position, should submit 
themselves to the verdict of Parliament, 
whatever that verdict might be ; for I think 
that Parliament, as now constituted, has 
some right to affirm, if pleased to affirm, 
not only that it has no confidence! in the 
Ministry, but also to affirm in whom it has 
confidence. This is of quite as much import
ance as the negative question of want of 
confidence in the Mimstry. I hope it will 
express an opinion on this subject decisively 
and affirmatively. There should be no 
doubt at the commencement of a new 
session of a new Parliament as to who 
possesses the confidence of the people. 
These are the reasons, Mr. Speaker, which 
I think have justified me in declining to 
resign until the verdict of Parliament 
was pronounced upon us, an•'l I am satisfied 
they will be recognised as sufficient. I 
am sure the honourable member himself, 
when he comes to consider the matter, will 
admit that it is far more desirable that this 
result should be attained after full discus
sion of the present condition of the colony 
than that I should have three or four 
weeks ago tendered my resignation to His 
Excellency. I do not think it fair of the 
honourable gentleman to say we have come 
down with a manifesto as a bar to the pro
cedure of business, and in order to throw 
diiHculties in the way of those who nmy 
pos8ibly succeed us. I say we have done 
nothing more than our duty in here pub
licly, on the first occasion we could, making 
a manifesto and stating the belief we have 
in the future prospects of the country. 
Surely the Parliament may demand from 
us what our opinions are as to the 
future. In the past it has often 
been my portion to contend with the 
honourable gentleman opposite as to the 
policy we have adopted in the Railway 
Reserves Bill. It is a well-known ground, 
and has been well fought over. The hon
ourable gentleman simply alluded to the 
failure of the Bill. I do not know, even 
now, that the Bill can be said to be a fail
ure. I know a very large amount of money 
has been obtained under the authority of 
that Bill, and appropriated to the construc
tion of railways. I know, also, that a very 
much larger amount might have been ob· 
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tained if it had not been necessary to 
secure it by means of the sale of land. But 
the expression of opinion of the late Par
liament during the last session was such as 
to a great extent to debar the Government 
from giving effect to the further illustra
tion of the principles of the Railway Re
serves Bill by increasing the sale of 
land. And it was not only in our 
own particular circumstances, but cir
cumstances had arisen in New South 
vV ales which operated in the same direction. 
We had witnessed there a financial fact 
which might redound to the credit of the 
colony, so far as to produce a surplus. 
New South Wales was then and is now 
supposed to he benefited by an abundant 
surplus, but it is doubtful whether that 
system has been productive of prosperity 
to the colony. They are now suffering, and 
the depression [here at the present time 
may be traced to the fact that the 
pressure upon banking institutions there 
has been caused by the effort to meet 
indebtedness consequent on the sale of 
land, and that the sale of land here at 
the present time is not to be thought of. 
We must judge and deal with the present 
by the facts and experience of the past, 
and we cannot ignore the very important 
fact that the state of pressure put upon us 
now in our commercial circles is mainly to 
be attributed to the pressure put upon the 
banks in New South Wales. Throughout 
the world we see that there has been mone
tary depression-a monetary depression 
unparalleled during the last ten years. 
That is a fact which is apparent, and 
allusion is made to it in the last clause of 
the Address. We do not immediately feel 
the effects of monetary depression in Eng
land ; it comes to us after a time. It 
has come to us now, and there is no 
doubt it must also be taken into our calcu
lations when dealing with the financial 
affairs of the colony, for we cannot be 
wholly independent of what is going on 
around us; and, in addition to a general 
monetary depression, we have had to con
tend here with very unfavourable seasons. 
The result of those seasons has been, in 
many cases, ruinous. Some have .lost a 
large proportion of their stock; others 
have lost the whole; and, taking all 
these matters in consideration, we arc 
perfectly justified in reviewing our posi
tion, and in not forcing things to an imme
diate conclusion. The honourable gentle
man who moved the amendment on the 
Address refened to the ruin that has been 
effected by the Railway Reserves. Now I ask 
him where is there this ruin? But the hon
ourable gentleman does not go so far as to 
say that that the holders of runs have been 
ruined by the action of the Railway Re
serves. In fact, the amount of land sold 
has been very small, and the pastoral 
lessees of Crown lands have not been inter• 

fered with to any serious extent; but it has 
been made possible by the working of the 
Railway Reserves to resume large portions 
of Crown lands, and therein lies the sting 
of the Railway Reserves Bill quite as 
much as in its financial aspect. I must 
confess I feel to some extent confirmed in 
that opinion by the array of honourable 
gentlemen I see opposite. The possibility 
of the future extension of the same system 
possibly may have alarmed some pastoral 
lessees, though I think it does not alarm the 
honourable gentleman himself. I believe 
his opinions on this subject are generally 
pretty well known-that the sale of a cer
tain proportion of land does not materially 
affect the pastoral lessee, and the sale of 
land has been so small that no serious 
injury could take place. But the honour
able gentleman's opposition to our public 
works policy is not that, but that we have 
not borrowed money for the purposes of 
public works. We havedoneitprudentlyand 
carefully, not in the large amounts which 
he proposed, and which it would be impos• 
sible for us to employ profitably, but from 
time to time as necessity arose. Herein 
lies the value of the Railway Reserves Bill. 
The counter proposition of the honourable 
gentleman was to borrow large sums of 
money and invest them here in the banks. 

Mr. MciLWRAITH: No. 
The PREMIER : vVhat else could we do 

with it P Having raised the money in large 
amounts, that money must be invested. It 
must either be invested in our own deben
tures or deposited in the banks, or in the 
debentures of the neighbouring colonies. If 
we could not employ the money at once, it 
must be re-invested. That was the propo
sition which he has made over and over 
again. On the other hand, we have con
tended, let us reserve what Crown lands 
we require, and borrow monev when re
quired, and in moderate amounts. Does the 
honourable gentleman now say that there 
is no justification-that the last Par. 
liament did not believe in the rail
ways it had authorised ? Surely the 
honourable gentleman who has moved 
this resolution does not believe in that? 
There was justification, I believe, and 
I believe it is supported by a vast major
ity of the people, that these railways were 
required. I would ask him to point out 
a single line of railway that is not re
quired. 

Mr. GRooM: The Bundaberg and Mount 
Perry line. 

The PREMIER : That, by most people, is 
considered a railway that is required, and 
we cannot be accused-the honourable 
gentleman cannot accuse us-of want of 
earnestness and want of energy in carrying 
out those public works. We have en
deavoured to give effect to the resolutions 
of the House in this respect. If, at the 
present time, people were not employed on 
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these railways-and here I quite agree 
with the remarks on this subject made by 
the honourable member for Rockhampton 
--for the benefit of the community, we 
should probably have heard of great dis
tress, and complaints of want of employ
ment just now. Where is the distress that 
has been referred to ? 

Mr. MoREHEAD: Everywhere. 
The PREMIER : It may prevail to some 

extent in certain quarters; there is dis
tress in commercial and monetary circles ; 
but I do not think and do not believe that it 
prevails to any appreciable extent among 
the working classes. In spite of every
thing which has been said about over immi
gration, the immigrants who have landed here 
lately have all found work-cheaply it may 
be-upon our public works, and are thus 
largely and profitably employed. But, if 
they were not employed in this way, we 
should hear of them. There are no 
grounds for the remarks made by the 
honourable gentleman. It would appear, 
from what he has just said, that he is 
looking forward to the time when these 
public works may be stopped. At all 
hazards I say these public works must go 
on ; but the honourable gentlemen who was 
so full of anxiety three or four months ago 
to give vigour to our public _works 
policy, and made grave charges agamst us 
that we did not give sufficient vigour and 
progression to our public works, now comes 
forward after a lapse of only three months 
with an entirely different programme so far 
as he has expressed himself. He now says 
nothing about borrowing large sums of 
money, but he points rather to the cessa
tion of those works now in hand. I hope, 
whatever the result of this motion, he will 
not be successful in a policy of that kind. 
The public works must be carried on judi
ciously, as they are now being carried on. 
When the honourable member last· ad
dressed this House, what he complained of 
was that we were not giving proper effect 
to our policy, and here I will ask hou
onourable gentlemen to listen to what he 
then said:-

" Every man acquainted with public works 
knows perfectly well that once works are com
mencedexpendituremust go on. If the workmen 
are allowed to go, expense must still be incurred 
for keeping a staff together. All the clerks, 
engineers, carpenters, drivers, and waggon
repairers, who constitute the staff, have to be 
kept on whether the railway is made quickly 
or not. All these things hove to be paid for, 
and if the staff becomes dispersed it is more 
still, because the expense of forming a new 
staff is very considerable. That iR the danger that 
Government is closer upon than they think. 
On the northern line it will most undoubtedly 
occur within three months, and on the w~stern 
line it will happen within twelve mcnths, if 
steps are not taken to get more money frolll 
England for the purpo!e of carrying on 
our J.'llilway WOJ.'ks. J say it is not credit· 

able to the colony to limit our engineers 
in their operations by the narrow views 
of finance the Government seem to enter
tain. For instance, it is creditable to the 
colony that such a staff of engineers should be 
kept on the Northern ra1lway, making a railway 
over country, about thirty miles of which is 
perfectly level. I am quite sure I could get an 
intelligent carpenter (who as a class are en
gineers enough for a :;hort level line) to do the 
work as well as those engineers; but they are 
ke, t there and wiil be kept there until some 
further progress is forced upon the country. 
I have given, I think, very good reasons why I 
differ from the Ministerial policy--because they 
do not intend to make that progrsss in pubhc 
works that, in my opinion, the country 
demands." 
That was the justification whieh the hon
ourable gentlemen put. forward, and he 
complained at the same time that we were 
not pushing on our railways at the rate we 
should be doing-that the rate of progress 
was far below what it should be; but now 
he comes forward and advocates rather a 
policy of retrogression or suspension. I 
would ask, sir, what cause is there for ad
vocating such a change in his policy? Last 
session we took a loan for carrying on some 
important works ; and now, three months 
after, we come forward with a programme 
of other public works which •Ne consider 
necessary, and for which we state that a 
further loan will be required. The hon
ourable member makes a complaint that 
now we s,re beginning to talk of additional 
taxation to carry on our public works, but 
what did the honourable gentlemen talk of 
last session :-

" No Treasurer will be found very willi11g to 
tax the people of the colony to a greater extent 
than the_v are taxed at the present time. 1'hc 
present Colonial 'l'reasurer suggested it last 
year; but he was more prudent than to mention 
it this year, although there was much more 
occasion to refer to it, because we are much 
nearer the time when additional taxation will 
be required than we were last year." 
Here the honourable gentleman himself 
admits that this question of additional 
taxation may have to be entertained,-

" But he knows as well as I do t.hat the 
people of this eolony do not iutend to be fur· 
ther taxed; and I should like to know iu what 
otl1er way we can pos~ibly look for larger 
revenue without further taxation ? In what 
way can it be clone except through the lands of 
the colony? Our public policy should be to 
foster and cherish that source of in~ome by 
expending two or three milli .ns of money s"o 
as to make a source of revenue to the colonv, 
that which is now bringing in far too little." · 
There is an admission of the honourable 
gentleman himself; he admits that a source 
of revenue, and a very important source 
of revenue, is now bringing in far too 
little. Yet the honourable gentleman 
is now accusing us of desiring to increass 
our reve11,ue from the very source he re-
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ferred to lastvear as bringing in far too little. 
Of course, i( this money for . carrying on 
public works is to be found, it must come 
from territorial revenue. What do we find 
is the case in other colonies, but that an 
inevitable increase of taxation is before 
them, dE'rivable from territorial revenue. 
If these great public works are to be car
ried out cheaply for the benefit of the 
people in the interior, if those works are 
to be carried out to the necessity of which 
the honourable gentleman has so fre
quently rPfE'rred, the means for doing so 
must come fro"ll territorial revenue. I 
venture to say that the statements in the 
Speech are to a great extent the same as 
those contained in the doctrines which have 
been laid down by the honourable mE'mbE'r 
himself; but his remarks now are evidently 
of a VE'ry much more cautious nature than 
they were three months ago. Yet circum
stances have not so very much changed as 
to justify such an alteration in the opinions 
of the honourable gentleman. "'hat 
is the differenre in our position ? It 
is very probable that thPre may be a 
falling off' in our revenue, as tlwre has 
been in previous yearH, when the revenue 
has shown a deficit; but is that sufficient to 
cause us to lose heart, aml to make us 
change our whole scheme of public works P 
Surely the honourable gentleman does not 
mean to say that these are the principles 
by which he would he governPd. What 
have we seen in the other colonies, in the 
whole of the Australian groop, during the 
last six months? Has there not been a dim
inution in the imports and exports r I 
think nobody can deny that. 'l'he same 
may he said both of Yictoria and X PW 
South \Vale~. In New South \Vales the 
revenue has bpen largely augmented by 
the sales of land, and if it had not bPen for 
them there would have been a deficit; hut 
lJecanRe we have not had forced sales of 
land, we are told that we are to retrace our 
whole position. Simply because there is a 
decrease in our revenue we arP to suspend 
our public works policy; hut I doubt very 
much whether the people of this rolony 
view things with the views of alarmists, 
and I think the honourable gentleman 
should be the last to do so, or to try and 
lead us to suppose that during the last 
three months there has been anything in 
thr aspect of affairs to warrant such a 
change in his opinions. The honourable 
member made some remarks about the 
farmation of railways, and also some 
criticisms of Mr. Ballard; and I have 
been rather amused to see what he said in 
the course of the three-million loan debate 
in rPference to these matters. I sec there 
that he Seemed to think that We 'l'ere very 
much hehindhand, that we expended too 
much on engineers ; in fact, that all he 
thought necessary was that we should ge'.; 
an intelligent carpenter to construct our 

lines. "I am quite sure that I could get 
an intelligent carpenter (who, as a class, 
are engineers enough for a short level line) 
to do the work as well as those engineers." 
Now, if the honourable member intends 
to carry out his lines with the assistance 
of intelligent carpenters, and substitute 
them for a staff of engineers, I am afraid 
that hP. will launch the colony into troubl0; 
for, although intelligent carpenters are very 
well in their own positions, they are not 
exactly the men to whom such works should 
he entrusted. He then spoke of making 
railways at half of what they are costing. 

J\fr. PAL~IER: He has always done so. 
The PRE:I!IER : That is nothing more than 

my honourable friend the Minister for 
Works had said. There is no doubt that, 
whatever honourable members opposite 
may think of him, he has brought a great 
deal of vigour and energy into his depart
ment. I have no doubt that if at some 
time the House may think fit to entrust the 
public works to him he will impart an 
amount of vigour into those matters which 
has been wanting hitherto. I am quitP 
sure that the announcement made by my 
honourable colleague in the paragraph 
of the Speech referring to public works 
will he endorsed by the country. They 
partake, no doubt, of the same principle~ 
that were at one time announcc~d by the 
honourable gentlemen opposite, but there 
is this difference-that whilst on the one 
hand my honourable collegue is prepared 
to give effect to them, the honourable 
gPntleman opJlosite is evidently shrinking 
from them. \V ell, sir, it has been an im
put[\tion against us that it was quite un
necessary for us, as a moribund Ministry, to 
make any declaration of our policy at all. 
But I ask are we not entitled to make a 
declaration of it? This party with which] 
have been identifiC'd have carried out a 
policy for the pasb five years, and 
surely I should he entitled to say sonw
thing of the policy they have pro
posed for the next five years. There 
is nothing in that programme which has 
been addressed to us by His Excellency 
which may not well be carried out during 
the time of this Parliament. I do not know 
whether it may hemyfortunetohaveashare 
in carrying it out. I hope that if the 
honourable gentlemen opposite assumes the 
responsibility of that programme, he will 
gather round him men of ability and 
power who will assist him to do so. If he 
can find a set of men who will carry out 
that policy, he will gladly have my sup
port; but it must he upon some principlP 
intelligible to the people of this colony. If 
we are to raise revenue for this purpose, we 
must raise it from the only source we have, 
-we must raise it from the vast territorial 
area in our posse~sion. The resouret>s in 
that large territorial area are ample to 
carry out all the works that may he sane-



22 Address in Reply [ASSEMBLY.] to Opening Speeok. 

tioned by the House. It is quite clear 
that we cannot go on the principle that 
has been advocated by the honourable 
gentleman-that the growth of population 
in this colony will of itself supply the 
means for meeting this indebtedness. We 
must look for it from other sources, and 
those sources are abundant to our hands. 
I hope they will be applied. I care not if 
it is the will of the House to dispense with 
the services of myself and my honourable 
colleagues. I care not how soon they an
nounce that to me; but I do hope that our 
successors will be a set of men competent 
to guide the destinies of this colony for 
years to come. We cannot afford to 
bandy charges against each other; if 
we are to carry out the policy embodied 
in this programme, we must have a 
Government composed of able men to do it. 
But before that time arrives probably the 
honourable gentleman will have to take 
upon himself the responsibilities-if he 
succeed in carrying this motion-of forming 
from the men around him a sufficiently 
strong Ministry to carry on the government 
of the country. I am quite confident that 
it will never do to leave the administration 
of the affairs of this colony in the hands of 
a weak Ministry. We require above all at 
the present time a Ministry of some strength, 
and there is no question upon which we 
should pronounce more emphatically than 
the present land question, both as regards 
the settled and the unsettled districts, ancl 
as regards Crown land and alienated land. 
On this point I confess that I have not the 
prospect at the present time of :feeling able 
to deal with that question in the manner 
that it deserves to be dealt with; but it 
must be dealt with, and that it is ultimately 
connected with the future financial 
operations o:f this colony I think there 
can be no doubt. I have said, Mr. 
Speaker, all that I wished to say; but 
I must say that I should have wished 
to hear :from the honourable gentleman 
opposite something more tangible, some
thing more open, something more declared, 
as to his future policy. The intimations 
of policy we have heard from him now are 
very different :from what we heard from 
him three months ago. He is now possibly 
on the verge o:f the responsibilities o:f office, 
and yet he shrinks :from adopting those 
very principles by which he has sought to 
turn us out o:f office. He has consistently 
advocated the extension of railways wher
ever they are required; he has advocated 
to some extent the :formation o:f branch 
lines in the settled districts ; and I conjure 
him, as he values his reputation as a poli
tician and a statesman not to shrink :from 
the conclusions that he had previously 
arrived at ; and i:f he should not find sup
port from the honourable gentlemen who 
are now arrayed behind him in such num
bers, I hope he will look elsewhere :for 

support-that if he cannot find it amongst 
his immediate :followers, he will find it 
amongst those men who are really and 
truly committed to the policy of progress 
in this colony. 

Mr. A.. H. PALMER: I shall not attempt 
to :follow the honourable the Premier 
through the whole o:f his speech, but shall 
confine myself as :far as I can to the ~peeeh 
which has been :furnished to us to-day, 
and to some remarks which he has been 
pleased to make upon it. However anxious 
I may be to look upon it with the greatest 
possible consideration, still we cannot but 
look upon it as the last dying speech and 
confession of the Ministry, as :far as I can 
judge; and I say it is highly cul11able, 
almost indecent, on the part of a Ministry, 
who must know that they have not met the 
House or the country with a majority in 
their :favour, to come down with such a 
speech. It is impossible :for me to char
acterise it as anything else than the most 
impertinent speech I ever listened to. 
They must know they have not the slightest 
prospect o:f carrying out the many ques
tions now submitted to our consideration; 
and yet they put a speech in the mouth o:f 
His Excellency which would lead us to 
suppose that they were going to govern the 
country :for the next five years. Impudence 
could not go :further. They have tried
I believe this to be their object-to leave 
such a legacy to their successors, whoever 
they may be, that I, :for one, do not envy 
the position in which they will be placed in 
trying to meet the many shortcomings of 
the present Ministry and their immediate 
predecessors. In :fact, it has been the 
same Ministry :for the last five years. 
There has been some shifting of dresses 
and places ; and, as we heard so graphi
cally described to-night by the late Minis
ter :for Works, the present Premier has a 
mania :for reconstruction. No matter how 
the dresses and places have been changed 
during the last five vears, we have always 
found the same men popping up again 
when least expected. I was glad to hear 
the honourable member :for the Darling 
Downs say he would not submit to be 
placed in such an invidious position as 
that proposed by the Premier. There is no 
doubt that, if he had submitted to it, the 
country would have believed it was :for 
some :fault o:f his own he was put out 
of the Works Department. In the Pre
mier's reply to the statement o:f the 
late Minister :for Works, I particularly 
noticed that he left out the main charge 
brought by his late colleague-the mem
ber for Darling Downs - against his 
administration, in whieh he complained 
of the absolute inefficiency o:f the Minis
ter for Lands, or the department then ad
ministered by the present Attorney-Gene
ral. He carefully avoided any allusion to 
that, which I consider the most serious and 
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damaging charge made against the Govern
ment, and that, too, ~y a late colleague. 
vVe have not had a word from the Premier 
defending the administration of the Lands 
department; and, if we can judge from the 
complaints we are constantly hearing on 
all sides, no department could be worse ad
ministered than it has been, and I may say 
is, with all due deference to the present 
Secretary for Lands. I do not blame him, 
for he has not had time to apply the broom 
with any effect in such a department as that. 
In the first paragraph of the Speech we are 
told:-

" The Electoral Districts Act of 1878, which 
has now bcPn brought into operation, makes 
provision for a more equitable distribution of 
representation, in accordance with the present 
population. One of the most important con
stituencies, however, is still disproportionately 
represented ; and it is therefore proposed, as 
soon as possible, to remedy this defect by the 
introduction of a Bill to provide for a second 
member for Fortitude YallPy, in accordance 
with the original intention of my Ministers, as 
expressecl during last Parliament." 

\V ell, sir, I should like to know whose 
fault it was that Fortitude Valley was not 
properly represented? \Vhy, it was the 
fault of the Ministry themselves, who 
brought in the Bill and had not the courage 
to carry it through in its integrity. I say 
it is an insult to the House to put 
such a paragraph before us. They were 
hound, if they considered themselves 
a Ministry at all fit to represent the 
intelligence of the colony, to stick to 
what thPy themselves helievC'cl to be a 
main part of their Bill. But they did not 
do it. They shuffled out of it, and allowed 
themselves to be defeated on that very 
question; and they still went on, as they 
will go on to the end of the chapter, until 
they are shown by a large majority of this 
House that we want them no longer. They 
actually introduce, as the first paragraph in 
a new speech, a statement to the effect that 
they are going to give another member to 
a constituency which they most disgrace
fully deserted ; and the main reason why 
honourable members on this side of the 
House refused a member to that consti
tuPncy was, as was stated over and over 
again, not because they did not think 
the constituency was entitled to another 
member, but because they were de
termined to put the Government on 
their trial to see whether they would 
stick to their Bill. And they did not 
stick to it. They allowed themselves to 
be beaten upon it, and yet they stuck to 
office, and they now bring in this clause in 
the Speech. \Veil, sir, I shall leave the 
pnhlie to he the judge of that. The next 
paragraph is really bene11th contempt. 
What on earLh have little beggarly rocks 
of islands in Torres Straits to do with this 
colony? What influence can they possibly 

have on the destiny of this colony I am 
at a loss to imagine ; and to bring forward 
these paltry little matters into the Speech 
is rather too good. Then we have the Real 
Property Office ; and we knew all that is 
stated on that subject before from the 
newspapers. Then the Chinese question 
crops up again ; and I ·have not the 
slightest hestitation in reiterating ,the 
statement of my honourable friend,, the 
leader of the Opposition, that we/have 
to thank the imbecility of the Govern
ment for all the trouble we have had in 
connection with the Chinese question as 
far as the A.S.N. Co. is concerned. 
If they had had only the moral courage to 
have enforced the law as it now stands, and as 
brought in by themselves, the A.S.N. Co. 
would not have dared to send Chinese 
sailors to this colony. But instead of put
ting that law in force, and levying the £10 
on each Chinamen, what did they do? 
They took an acknowledgment from the 
Company that if they did not return in a 
certain time they would pay the £10. I 
should like to know what this is worth. I 
call it trifling with the law, and going 
beyond the powers of any Ministry. I re
pea,t that we have to than:[;: the imbecility 
of the Government for the greater portion 
of this Chinese trouble. Of course, if the 
A.S.N. Co. found that they could play with 
the great Liberal Government of Queens· 
land who had passed an Act expressly for 
the exclusion of Chinamen, and were afraid 
to enforce it, they thought, as there 
was no law in New South Wales against 
Chinese, they could employ as many as 
they liked and make a good thing out of it. 
The whole affair arose from the Govern
ment being afraid to put their own Act in 
force; for, had they done so, we should 
have heard nothing of this Chinese ques
tion. The Torres Straits mail route is, of 
course, a matter of moment; but I think 
we might have been spared quite so much 
upon it at the present time. We all know 
thttt the Government are going to call for 
tenders, and I hope they may get good ones. 
I should like to know whether they intend 
to insert a condition in the tenders similar 
to that for the coastal service,-that no Poly
nesians or Asiatics are to be employed; 
because, if they do, I feel quite sure 
they will not have a chance of getting a con· 
tractatanythinglikepresentrates. Thenext 
clause refers to the Local Government .Act 
of 1878 being brought into operation, and 
all I can say in regard to that matter is 
that the Government have shown most 
masterly inactivity. I believe they have 
taken no action whatever under the Bill, 
except to give notice to the Gympie people 
that unless objections were lodged within 
three months showing cause against it they 
would feel it their duty to establish a 
municipality. That is all they have done 
in connection with this Local Government 
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Bill, which was to do so much for the 
colony, and which we told them at the time 
it was pas~ed was only a municipal Bill, 
and would never answer the purpose for 
which it was introduced, and which the 
Government had not the courage of their 
opinions to put in force. In fact, I re
member when the Bill wasgoingthroughthe 
House, I said the Government would not be 
game to put it into force-that they could 
not afford to lose a member for any district 
where the inhabitants were averse to the 
measure coming into operation ; and my 
observation has been fully carried out by 
the result. Then we have the Civil Ser
vice Act of 1863 ; and I am sick of he'lr
ing of that Act in speeches. vVe have been 
promised, I do not know how many sessions, 
a Bill to amend it ; but we have never 
seen it. The next question is that of rail
way construction; and I have no hesitation 
in saying that a Government like the pre
sent, who knew the position in which they 
were placed-I go further, and say that 
no Ministry were justified in introducing 
into a main trunk line of railway the 
important alterations which they proposed 
under the Executive minute we have seen 
to.day in conn~ction with the Townsville 
and Charters Towers line. The question 
of cheap railways is only on its trial in 
this colony ; and before such sweeping 
alterations were made by any Govern
ment, it was their duty to submit the 
plans to Parliament, and have the sanc
tion of Parliament for carrying them out. 
No person would be better pleased than 
myself to see the question of cheap lines 
of railway tried; but it should be tried on 
a short line of railway, and then we should 
be able to judge what its effects would be 
on the permanent railway construction of 
the colony-instead of setting at naught by 
a sweep of the pen, by a mere ipse di:r1~t of 
a heaven-born Minister for Works, as we 
were told by the Premier this evening, all 
the railway traditions of the colonies, and 
all the previous rail way constructions of 
the gentleman in charge. There has been 
introduced a sweeping introduction in the 
gradients, the curves, the weight of the 
rails, in fact, in almost every possible way, 
on the sole scratch of the pen of a newly 
appointed Minister for Works whom his 
chief chooses to call heaven-born. I do 
not know anybody who believes in the hon
ourable member's ability as Minister for 
vVorks. He is an able barrister, and as 
such we may respect him ; but as a 
Minister for Works we know nothing of 
his abilities. Yet, before he was a 
month in office, he departs from all the 
railway traditions of the different colo
nies and introduces a new system on a 
main trunk line which, i:f it fails on the 
first fifteen miles, will all have to be re
newed. This is an innovation which no 
Minister has a right to make without the 

consent of Parliament being first obtained. 
I have the highest opinion of Mr. Ballard 
as an engineer, and I believe he has done 
his duty to the colony thoroughly and well 
as far as he has gone; but before he had 
another appointment on that line, the ques
tion as to the compensation to which he is 
entitled under his agreement should have 
been decided by this House. So much 
having been said in previous sessions 
as to the dislike of honourable members 
to the small contract system, it was the 
duty of the Government to take the opinion 
of Parliament before going into such a very 
new style of construction. It is a question 
which ought to have been decided before 
now. The line has been open for somr. 
time, and yet the question as to Mr. Bal
lard's compensation for the saving which he 
says he has effected-and I do not mean to 
contradict him-has not been brought to 
the test. The Government had no right to 
go into another agreement for a different 
line, particularly when the previous Min
ister for Works had stated very fully 
and very obstinately, as is his man
ner, his objection to that course btjng 
carried out. I sincerely hope the honour
able members for those districts will show 
the Government that their feeling on the 
subject is the same as mine. If any en
gineers in the colony can earry out the line 
of railway well, Mr. Ballard is one of 
them. I will not say the only one, by a 
long chalk; but I reiterate my statement 
that the Minister for vVorks had no right, 
without the consent of Parliament, to 
initiate a new style of railway altogether. 
I need hardly add that the particulars 
must have been in the possession of the 
Government for years, for I, as well as the 
honourable member for ~Iulgrave, saw 
such a project at least four years ago. The 
Premier's· remark stru!!k me as curious, in 
reply to the leader of the Opposition, who, 
more in fun than anything else, suggested 
that an intelligent carpenter could carry out 
the line, because he tried to turn it into 
ridicule. But the Premier had gone 
still further-he had entrusted the line to 
an intelligent barrister. The honourable 
member who seconded the Address told us 
that in these times it was quite enough 
for a yery good man to haYe one 
speciality. I quite agree with him, and 
I do not think the speciality of a 
practising barrister is likely to enable him 
to make a good Minister for Works ; and 
nothing that has been done under that hon
ourable gentleman's management has been 
done in such a way as to convince me that I 
am not right inmyid-:a. The Premier, in the 
early part of his Address, was good enough 
to inform us that what the House and the 
country want very badly is a definition of 
party. I will not contradict him entirely 
on that point. \V e do want a better defi
nition of party ; but, judging from the re-
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sults of the elections, what the country 
wants still more is a definition of what a 
Ministry should be ; and the country, 
judging from the speeches of candidates, 
most unmistakably declared against th • 
present Ministry. There was nothing said 
about party; the pPople only condc>mned 
the Ministry of the day. I was very sorry 
to hear the Premier touch, in what I con
sider exceedingly bad taste, on the subject 
of the members he misses from this side of 
the House. He absolutely gloated over 
the absence of certain prominent m8m
bL>rs of the Opposition. If he will 
only ask the the honourable gentleman 
on his right, he can easily account 
:for the absence of some of the leading 
members of the Opposition. That trip to 
Rockhampton will account for some of 
them. If ever bribery and corruption 
were put in force by a .Jfinister, that trip 
to Rockhampton by the Attorney-General 
of the day brought him out in his most 
shining colours. It was the· first time I 
ever heard of a Minister of the Crown 
using the influence of the Crown to induce 
the labourer~ in the employ of the Crown 
to vote for a particular candidate. 

The MINISTER FOR \V oRKS (Mr. Griffith) : 
\Vhat do you mean P 

Mr. PALliER: Mr. Speaker, I am afraid 
of personal violence from the Minister for 
\Vorks. If the honourable gentleman will 
allow me, I will very soon explain what I 
mean. His own lettPrs in the public 
papers will explain what I mean. Did he 
not tell us how he had been in correspond
ence with people at Rockhampton whom we 
knew little of, and that a strong party was 
being formed there in fa>our of the Gov
ernment? Are people so blind as not to 
see that the servants in the employment of 
the Government voted for the Government 
candidates en m as se? \V c are no£ quite so 
blind as not to be able to draw our own 
conclusions from what we see, and I say 
that this is the first time I ever heard 
of a Minister of the Crown organising a 
strong party of Government employees for 
the purpose of defeating a political opponent. 
Nothing could have been worse than the 
manner in which the Premier gloated over 
the absence of prominent members of the 
Opposition, some of whom he was proud 
to call his personal friends. It came with 
a particularly bad grace from an honour
able gentleman who, for so many years, 
played the part of a Peri waiting at the 
gate, and trying numerous constituencies in 
his endeavours to get into the House ; and 
I venture to prophesy that these prominent 
members will not try as many constitu
encies before they are in the House again, 
as he did when he was out of it. About 
the question of railway reserves, the 
Premier has said nothing new on the 
subject. He knows it is a failure, and he 
has admitted it by his actions. He gave 

it as one of his reasons for having aban
doned it, that the feeling of the House was 
against it. As I have said over and over 
again, he would aba'ndon any measure, or 
pursue any course of action, as long as it 
would keep him in office. He has admitted 
to-night that he gave up carrying into 
effect his darling dear little love-the 
Railway Reserves Bill-because the expres
sion of feeling in this House was against it. 
The only expression here was the speeches 
of different members. No vote was given 
on the subject, and it is the duty of the 
Ministry not to take action on a mere 
expression of opinion, but on the vote of 
the House. But they knew :from the first 
that the Bill was bad, and if they did not 
they ought to have brains enough to 
learn it from memb~'I'S of the Opposition. 
As to the sting which the Bill presented 
to us, I should like to know where it is. 
As I have often said, the Government had 
full power to resume land without that Bill 
at all. They had it under the old Lands 
Act of 1869, and their subsequent measure 
only sPemed to make a muddle of the whole 
thing. The Railway Reserves Bill did not 
give them a tittle of extra power for the 
resumption of land, for that power they 
had al wnys possessed; and yet to carry 
out some ide:t-which, I believe, first en
tered your prolific brain, Mr. Speaker, for 
they could not invent it themselves, and 
e>ery bit of their policy has been stolen 
from somebody else-they brought in thP 
Railway Jleserves Bill, which we told them 
frequently would only place them in diffi
culty. That seems to have been the 
opinion of the ex-Attorney-General who 
very soon found a way to ride through 
the clauses of the measure and take away a 
lot of money which ought to have gone to 
the credit of the Railway He serves; and yet 
we are now told that the sting ofthe Act is 
in the power it gave to the Government to 
resume land-a power which we havE' 
always possessed, and to which this Act does 
not add one iota. Another mis-statement of 
the Premier's is that my friend the honour
able membPr for Mulgrave-the leader of 
the Opposition-proposed to borrow three 
millions of money to invest in the banks. I 
challenge him to find any place in Hansm•d, 
or to point to any honourable member who 
will say he ever heard the honourable mem
ber for Mulgrave say in what way he 
wanted to invest that money. My impres
sion is that he said he had no intention of 
investing it in the banks at all. That hon
ourable member's policy was to go openly 
before the capitalist and let him know that 
we wanted three millions of money, not all 
at once, but as we required it. That was his 
policy, and that marked the difference be
tween the policy of the Oppo&ition and that 
of the Government, who proposed to take 
their loans in drips and drabs-asking, in 
short, for a succession of small loans; and I 
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think ours is the far better policy o£ the two. 
We are told again a good deal about New 
South Wales which d9es not very much 
concern us in this colony, except RO far as 
to judge by their failure where we should 
avoid failure too; and I have no hesitation 
in saying that the crisis in New South 
Wales has been caused by the policy 
of forcing lands into the market-and that 
was the policy of the Railway Reserves 
Bill-which policy was defeated only by 
inability on the part of purchasers to 
absorb large quantities of land, and by an 
expression of opinion in this House that 
the Government did not wish to press the 
lands into the market. :No doubt the 
enormous amount of land bought within 
the last few years has brought about the 
financial crisis in New South "\"\'ales. The 
Government there made the mistake of 
borrowing large sums of money and lodg
ing them in the banks at fixed deposits. 
At the same time the Government forced a 
large quantity of land into the market, 
which speculators bought up. They went to 
the banks to borrow money to pay for 
this land, and paid for it absolutely in 
Government money, and the Government 
cannot call in their deposits at the bank 
without ruining the country. That is 
exactly the position in which the Railway 
Reserves Act would have forced this 
colony had it been carried out, for there 
are very few men in it with so much capital 
that they can afford to devote it to the pur
chase of land. The Premier made a great 
deal of the land question, and said the 
country wanted legislation upon it. I have 
looked carefully over the Governor's Speech, 
and I can find nothing in it which alludes 
to the absolute necessity for legislation 
on the land question. I£ the land ques
tion was of such enormous impor
tance, why did not the Premier put it in 
this precious document? Apparently, 
however, it never struck him until he got 
excited, and then he referred to it, thinking 
it was another thrust at the Opposition. 
The honourable Premier, I must say, 
misrepresented in toto the statement of my 
honourable colleague the member for Mul
grave on the subject of cheap railways. 
The honourable member mentioned over 
and over again that railways of a substan
tial character, and on a broad gauge, were 
being made in Victoria for £3,000 per 
mile. That was the cheap railway he 
advocated. He advocated that good 
substantial railways should be made at 
the same low cost as in Victoria, and 
maintained it could be done here. 
In addition to what I have already said as 
to the Government having no right to initi
ate a new system on the Northern main 
trunk line, I am also reminded that they 
have no right to do it, because the plans have 
been passed by Parliament for the work; 
they have absolutely flown in the face of 

this authority by the Executive minute 
brought forward by the Minister for Works. 
I have very little further to say on this 
wbject. I shall have the very greatest. 
pleasure in voting for the amendment, and 
I am sure the Government will not be 
taken by surprise by my telling them so. 
I have no personal objection to them, but I 
believe them to be thoroughly unfit for 
their positions. I believe they have had 
such a long period of succPss-particularly 
the Attorney-General, who has never had 
a cross-that if they had gone into ~ffice 
good men they would have bl'cn demorahsl'd. 
I believe it would be for the benefit of the 
country that they should be displaced. A 
Ministry that has held oflice so long-enn 
if they had the best intentions to control 
the expenditure-could not make the 
alterations which they are bound in honour 
to do, through being tied down by the 
appointments they have made, and have 
often had forced upon them; it wants new 
brooms to make a clean sweep. I believe 
it is a mistake for any Ministry to remain 
in offiee lollg; three Ol' four years is ample, 
and if they remain longer they degenerate. 

The ~irNISTER FOR vVoRKS: This is the 
fourth time that I have had to defend the 
Government against motions which were 
in form and substance want of confidence 
motions. On previous occasions, with one 
exception, some objection was made to the 
policy of the Government, and some rPa
son was given why it was not suited to the 
circumstances of the colony. On one occa
sion, when the honourable member for 
JYiulgrave was also the mover, 110 reason 
was given; but the House was asked to 
affirm that they did not like the members 
of the Government. I have been listening 
attentively to the honourable member for 
Mulgrave and to his colleague, as he 
called himself, the honourable member for 
North Brisbane, to discover the reasons 
for bringing forward the amendment now 
before the House. The only one given by 
the former was that the Railway Heserves 
Act has not been a success owing to certain 
circumstances, such as the bad weather 
and other things ; the other reason was 
advanced by the honourable member for 
North Brisbane, and it was that the Gov
ernment had remained in office long enough. 
No other reasons were given than these 
two. I shall show presently why they did 
not condescend, or did not dare to give 
other ones. "\V e have been told that we 
had no business to meet the House, and 
that the Government had no business to 
ask His Excellency to deliver a speech to 
the House ; the speech has been charac
terised as an indecent one, and it has 
been said that it was delivered to 
hamper our successors. I do not think 
the charge comes with very good grace from 
an honourable member who was himself 
once defeated, and had made up his mind to 
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tender his resignation, but nevertheless 
allowed the Governor to come down with 
a speech to the House. The honourable 
member for North Brisbane was that 
member. 

Mr. P ALMER : I deny it in toto. 
The MINISTER FOR WoRKS: I say that 

in 187 4 the· honourable member was de
feated on the election of Speaker; that on 
the following day the Governor deli
vered the usual speech, and that the hon
ourable member announced that he and 
his colleagues had resigned, but that he 
had nevertheless thought it desirable that 
the Speech should be delivered. That is 
recorded in Hansa1·il. The honourable 
member might then with decency have an
nounced that the circumstances of the 
colony called for the Governor's Speech to 
be delivered at another time. On the pre
sent occasion the circumstances are very 
diffierent ; and that leads me to the charge 
that we ought to have resigned. Here I 
beg leave to differ on a mn,tter of detail 
from my colleague the Premier. vVith 
reference to his remarks as to the state of 
parties, I would observe that in my opinion 
therearetwoparties, and there may be more. 
During the whole period of the last Parlia
ment the Liberal party had a majority. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : No. 
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They had, 

and carried their measures. It is true 
that owing to the defection of certain mem
bers who left the party with whom they 
had always been allied, under circum
stances which can and may yet be stated, 
the party became diminished, and we had 
only a majority of one during the last 
session. vVe went to the country, and 
honourable members tell us the result 
will be that we shall be beaten; but 
did we go to the country as two dis
tinct parties-Liberal and Conservative? 
If the honourable member for Mulgrave 
had been recognised as the leader of 
the one party, and if honourable mem
bers sitting opposite had been returned 
pledged to support him, 1 admit that 
the Government might perhaps have fol
lowed the course which Mr. Gladstone, at 
home, and Sir J ames McCulloch, in Vic
toria, adopted, and tendered their resigna
tion. But what was our position-what was 
the majority P It was, according to mem
bers opposite, a majority against the Gov
ernment-not for the honourable member 
for Mulgrave-and I venture to say the two 
things are not convertible terms. I have 
said elsewhere that there is a party in this 
House which used to be called the Squat
ting party, and which is not dead, but on the 
contrary is stronger than ever. I am con
firmed in this opinion when I see the hon
ourable members who are sitting in a row 
opposite. There are the honourable mem
ber for Northern Downs, the honourable 
member for Fassifern, the two honourable 

members for Leichhardt, the honourable 
member for Balonne, the honourable 
member for Burke, the honourable members 
for Mulgrave, for North Brisbane-I am 
sorry to say, for Port Curtis, for Dalby, for 
Normanby, for Warrego, for Gregory, and 
for Maranoa. I also see one honourable 
member who represents what has been and 
will again be a Liberal constituency, though 
perhaps he can hardly say that he repre
sents himself, the honourable member for 
Sianley; is there any doubt that these hon
ourable members will vote solidly together, 
like a machine, for the old traditions of the 
squatting party? I say that their true leader 
is not the honourable member for Mulgrave, 
but that at present it suits their purposes 
-I say this without intending any dis
respect to my old friend-to follow the lead 
of the honourable member for Mnlgrave, 
Yet it is said that the squatting party is 
dead. I know it is dead and no longer to 
be feared in one sense, but we also know 
that it is prepared to coalesce with any 
other party in the colony to assist it to the 
Treasury benches. There has lately been an 
atteml't made in this colony to form an ex
treme Northern party and to trade upon the 
supposed grievances of the North. I am 
happy to think that some at least of the 
Northern constituencies hnve pricked that 
bubble, and to know that it is exploded. 
They know it, and will not be fooled any 
longer into setting themselves up into a 
distinct party, which must necessarily lead 
to their own disaster. They may for a 
short time and for a temporary purpose 
coalesce with the old squatting party, 
but before long they will be found 
coalescing and working with members 
representing constituencies whose interests 
are identical with their own. I am glad to 
think that probably, before long, there will 
be fewer of them to sit and support that old 
Squatting party, for the present is only a 
temporary coalition. I see there also mem
bers who used to be amongst the foremost 
supporters of the Liberal party, and who 
have been hovering in the air, or sitting on a 
rail fora very long period, and at last have 
made up their minds to alight on that side. 
Perhaps they think the pastures on that 
side are richer than on this; they may be 
sure we shall not do our best to provide 
rich pastures for those gentlemen who have 
left this side of the House and joined 
their fortunes, 'and endeavoured to join the 
fortunes of their constituencies, to those 
who have been their natural enemies. I see 
further, honourable gentlemen who owe their 
seats in this House to declaring that, if elec
ted, they would sit on this side of the House, 
and who would, otherwise, have had no 
more chance of being returned than I 
should have had a chance in opposing the 
honourable member for Mulgrave in that 
constituency. 1Iembers having been re
turned under these circumstances, I think 
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that even if the majority of members are 
opposed to us, it was quite sufficient reason 
for our action to compel those gentlemen to 
show whether they hare the courage of their 
opinions, and whether others have the 
courage to go against their expressed 
opinions. 'Ne shall see whether they 
will have the courage to vote against the 
principles they have advocated. I£ we 
have not the confidence of this House, by 
all means let them say so, and if it is our 
fate to retire, after a somewhat long tenure, 
it will not grieve us to any material extent. 
We are satisfied in declaring a Liber~l 
programme which we believe in, and are 
prepared to carry out. Honourable mem
bers opposite, when put to the test, have 
been contented to criticise and object, but 
have not said whether or not they are pre
pared to carry out that programme them
s~lves. They have failell to accept the 
challenge now-but they will have to 
a crept it before long. \Vhatever the result 
of this discussion, and whatever (:;overn
ment may be in office, I am satisfied, as 
certainly as if it had been already fulfilled, 
that the programme set forth in the Speech 
c1Plivered by His Excellency will be car· 
ried out in the next three or four years. 
I think I have said sufficient to show why 
we should have taken. the course we have. 
From a party point of view, I believe my
self that we should have consulted our 
own interest by retiring before ; but I 
believe it was our duty to meet the 
House and let the country hear what our 
programme was, and let the members they 
have returned decide upon the clearly ex
pressed programmes of the leaders of the 
Liberal party a;1d the Squatting party, and 
take the verdwt of the country on the 
result. The reasons given by the hon
ourable membl'rs who have spoken in 
favour of the amendment have consisted 
mainly in an attack on the Govern
ment ; but they have not dared to m·iti
cise the programme offered. Have they 
nothing to say, or are they afraid to criti
cise it? They have spoken of the past, 
but httve not criticis!'d what we are pre
pared to do in the future. Honourable mem
bers know that before they can sit on this 
side of the House they· must face their 
constituents, and the result may tell very 
heavily against them. They cannot get 
into that position without having to submit 
to a catechism before btJing elected. Hoth 
the honourable members who have spoken 
have said that the recent employment of 
CdnJse by the A.S.N. Co., and the c>nse
quent strike and troubll', "ec·c caused by 
the imbecility of the Govt>rnment. The 
charge is the more amusing in that the 
present Governml'nt of all others have 
tahm the foremost part in preventing the 
immigration of Chinese. The charge, in 
fact, is too grotesque to be anything more 
than laughable. 

Mr. A. H. PAL MER : It is quite true. 
The MINISTER FOR WoRKs : I only wish 

the honour.able member had spoken plainly 
on the subJect when contesting the elector
ate of North Brisbane. That was a subject 
upon which the honourable member d!'
clined to speak at all. The fact is the 
Government had no more to do with the 
employment of Chinese than the honourable 
member for North Brisbane had. If the 
charge were made that the election of thP 
honourable member had led the A S.N. 
Co. to the conclusion that public opin
ion on the subject had changed, it would 
be only not quite so grotesque as the onP 
the honourable member has made against 
the Government. 

Mr. A. H. PALUER : Do you mean to 
deny that you took the Company's bond 
instead of their money? 

The MINISTER FOR WoRKS: The fact 
was that the local manager of the A.S.N. 
Co. came to me one day and said that onp 
of the steamers trading to China was com
ing down "~>ith partly a Chinese crew, and 
would probably call at Cookiown; and he 
asked whether th,' Government would haVP 
any objection to the men coming on sharP 
for not more than a day or two, and whethPr 
they would accept a bond for the money 
wluch would haYe to be returned on their 
leaving. I told him I could give no opinion: 
he must consult the Colonial Trl'asurer, and 
if there were any objection, he would no 
doubt refer to me as Attorney-General. 
The next communication was from the 
'I'reasurer, asking if, in the event of the 
crew landing for a day or two, it wonld bP 
absolutely necessary to collect the money. 
The reply I made "~>as that in such a cas'e, 
as the money would have to be returned, 
I apprehended that the undertaking of 
such a company would be sufficient gnar. 
an tee. That ad vice was quite consistent with 
the spirit of the Act and perfectly justifiable. 
No Attorney -General giving an opinion 
according to law and his oath to administer 
his office honestly and fairly could give any 
other. If that is the imbecility of the 
Government that le.i to the employment of 
the Chinese, we are in the wrong; if not so, 
we are right. If that old phalanx of 
members who affect to ridicule us on 
Chinese immigration are now coming for
ward, and thinking to delude and gull the 
people of this colony into the belief that 
they are the champions of the objectors 
to Chinese immigration, they have made a 
mistake. I say that the conduct of the 
Government is not only strictly consistent 
with the old system of discouragement, but 
that they have acted without precipitaney, 
and without unduly influencing the strike. 
The Government could not interfere actively 
in the first instance without obstructing 
a possible settlement between the company 
and the men, but they communicated with 
the A. S.N. Co. in a private and proper manner 
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what their opinion was. More than that, I be
lieve the ultimate settlement of the matter 
was due to the action of the Government, 
even more largely than the honourable 
members who moved and seconded the Ad
dress were aware. I believe the Govern
ment did their duty well in sticking by 
principle throughout, and giving the com
pany fair warning that they would not 
submit to have the coast steamers manned 
by Chinese sailors and firemen. They 
would not have done their duty had they 
acted so as to prejudice a settlement of the 
strike; but when the company refused to give 
a proper answer, then formal notice was given 
and new tenders called for upon altered 
conditions. My honourable colleague-the 
member for North Brisbane-let the cat 
out of the bag when he wondered if any 
condition had been attached to the tender 
for the Torres Straits service, and said he 
was quite sure that the contract would not 
Le taken under such circumstances. 

Mr. A. H. PALMER: At the price. 
The MINISTER FOR V\r ORKS : I did not 

hear that qualification. Of course, the 
contract would not be taken at the 
same price. An extra £;) would alter the 
price. At all events, the matter did not 
escape attention, and a special provision 
has been made in that contract, as well as in 
the A.S.N. Co.'s. The honourable membl'r 
for M ulgrave professed to review the history 
of the last five years, beginning in1874, and 
told us of the admirable programme of the 
Liberal GoYernment of that year. He d1d 
not appear to agree on that point with the 
honourable member for North Brisbane, 
who said that it had been the same Gov
ernment during the five years, evidently 
forgetting that the honourable member for 
Mulgrave was a member of the Govern
ment all through 1874. The honourable 
member for Mulgrave told us what an ad
mirable programme it was then. I agree 
that it was, and what is more, I say that it 
has been consistently carried out since. The 
honourable member, when he first sat on 
the opposite bench, told us that he was 
not a member of the Opposition. He has 
told us that it was in that year that we first 
went astray-that the practice of borrowing 
money for the construction of roads and 
bridges commenced. The statement struck 
me as being very singular, and I referred 
to the Estimates. I find that in 1875 we 
borrowed £10,000 to make roads in the 
Cook district under very special circum
stances, there being a large influx of dig
gers in the district, and the roads being 
almost impassable. Under those circum. 
stance~, hardly any honourable member 
could object to the expenditure, and I 
am quite certain that neither the hon
ourable member for Mulgrave nor the 
honourable member for Jl\ orth Brisbane 
objected or pointed to the circumstances 
as the beginning of a career of ruin and , 

destruction. or anything of the kind. 
It is quite true that in a subsequent 
year, and under exceptional cirL:um
stances, £100,000 was borrowed for roads; 
but I only mention that fact because, when 
an honourable member of his standing and 
experience in the House proposes to give 
the history of the last five years, many 
members may think that what they hear 
are the facts, and may be led away by 
them. 'l'hat is all I have to say about 
1876. Then he repeated that in 1876 the 
vVorks policy was forced upon the Govern
ment. He said this in 1877, and twice in 1878, 
and every time he said it the allegation was 
disproved and answered. He has made 
these statements so frequently-and it is 
known that whoever says a thing often 
enough will get someone to believe 
it-that I verily believe he has got 
to believe it himself. vVe have replied 
to the charge over and over again until 
it is wearying to reply to it. Then 
he says that last year, to relieve the diffi
culties the Government had got into, he 
brought in a motion for a loan of three 
millions to assist them out of their difficul
ties; but honourable members will recollect 
that that was not exactly what he said on 
bringing in the motion, so that it appears 
strange that this warning he has gi,·en us 
should come now. I rather think the lee
ture on our sins which he has given us was 
chiefly proposed for the benefit of those 
gentlemen who take their seats for the firsL 
time in this House. His suggestion may 
be very well and perfectly true, but it is 
strange that ne never thought of it be
fore. Then he said that he brought in the 
proposition for a loan because the Govern
ment had run to the end of their funds, 
and were not able to deal with the affairs 
of the country. vV e, in reply to this, 
said that the last expiring moments of an 
old Parliament was not the proper time for 
the country to take upon itself any addi
tional burden by way of loan, and for a 
large expenditure on trunk lines. It was 
known throughout the country that we 
should be prepared to carry those trunk 
lines on, and to carry them on as fast as 
possibl~:~ from the commencement of this 
session, when a deliberate opinion of the 
people had been arrived at; but we were 
not prepared to carry those works on 
until, at a proper time, the country 
had had a fair opportunity of express
ing its opinions on the subject. And 
now the honourable gentleman says that 
we shall have to get a loan this year. 
Very possibly we may; but I may point 
out that if we do, we now have a House 
composed of representatives of constituen
cies "'hich will fairly exprt'ss the opinion 
of the colony, and which an expiring 
Parliament could scarcely have done. 
Now, the honourable member for North 
Brisbane says that a reference-which he 
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qualified with some particular adjective, 
"indecent," I think it was-to Fortitude 
Valley should not have been made in the 
Governor's Speech. He tells honourable 
members that it was the Government's 
fault that Fortitude V alley obtained 
only one member, and that being so, it 
is "indecent" of them to allude to it. 
When the representation of Fortitude 
V allley was contended for by honour
able members on this side of the House, 
the honourable member for Toowoomba 
moved a motion which would have the 
effect of taking away one of the mem
bers it was proposed to give the electorate. 
That motion was supported, to a man, by 
what is called the Squatting party, and 
their reasons were that the metropolitan 
constituences were not in need of any large 
representation. They therefore took one 
member away from Fortitude Valley, 
and gave that member to a constituency 
called the Gregory, where, as a matter of 
fa et, it proved very difficult to find a place 
of nomination, and almost as difficult to 
find a returning officer; while, if the hon
ourable gentleman who now represents the 
constituency had been opposed, it would 
have been next to impossible to take a poll. 

Mr. MoREHEAD: No. 
The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC WORKS : 

Well, I believe it would. That side of the 
House went unanimously together to take 
away a member from Fortitude Valley. 
The honourable member says that Gov
ernment should have withdrawn their 
:Bill when they were defeated on that 
point. Of course, they might have done so ; 
but we considered that we should not 
be justified in doing this, which would 
inflict an injustice on the rest of the colony. 
The best comment on the position the hon
ourable member has taken is the speech he 
delivered on this question in his candidature 
for the representation of this city in replying 
to some remarks of mine to the effer.t that, 
under the scheme originally proposed by Go
vernment, there would have been a distinct 
gain of Liberal constituencies. The honour
able member gave that as one reason why, 
if for no other, his party should have endea
voured to try and throw out the Bill. 
They wished to make Fortitude V alley the 
scapegoat. The Government, however, did 
not see that they should do this, and they 
therefore preferred to allow a solitary in
justice to be done rather than that a general 
injustice should be done to the whole colony 
by withdrawing the Bill. We shall best 
see what the sentiments of the honourable 
gentleman are when a Bill to give Fortitude 
Valley another member is introduced, as 
introduced it will be, whether from this 
side of the House or by a private member 
on the other. The honourable member for 
North Brisbane then went on to ridicule 
the propositions of the Government in the 
Governor's Speech for the annexation of 

certain islands in the Torres Straits. Now, 
we in this colony are ehargecl with the 
protection of life and humanity and civi
lisation in the various waters bounding 
our northern coasts. These islands are 
inhabited by lawless men of various races 
who commit the grossest acts of violence, 
and even kidnap our aboriginals, who are 
not amenable to any civilised power, 
and defy all law and justice. Why, 
when I was Attorney-General, I was 
horrified at cases that came under my 
notice, but I was m;mble to do anything in 
the matter because 1t took place beyond our 
jurisdiction. The Premier deserves the 
thanks of every civilised community in the 
world for having taken the subject up ; and, 
when the attention of the Home Government 
was called to what was occurring, they 
naturally took immediate steps to bring those 
islands under our power. It is, therefore, 
well and proper that the matter should be 
mentioned in the Governor's Speech. The 
honourable member next referred to the 
Local Government Act, and he says 
nothing has been done under it. I do not 
see how, with a general election on hand, 
and a general election which has been 
brought to a conclusion in such a remark
ably short time as this has been, and under 
the difficult circumstances which sur
rounded it, how we could be expected to 
put into general operation that which we 
understood would be received in some 
parts of the colony with reluctance, but 
which Government were determined to put 
in operation wherever they could. I might 
instance one very important district 
which referred to me whether it would 
be necessary to come under the Act, and 
the answer I gave was perfectly straight
forward and definite-the Act must be put 
in operation and they could no longer 
expect to get assistance from the revenue 
unless they came under it. I trust that 
every Government which may come .into 
power will adhere to that determination. 
'£he honourable member for the Mulgrave, 
in referring to cheap railways, spoke of 
them as if what he meant now by cheap 
rail ways was something quite different to 
what he had previously insist!ld on. He 
wanted exactly the same kind of railways 
we have now, but they were not to cost so 
much money. With regard to what is called 
Mr. Ballard's system, he says it was 
approved o£ by the Government and dis
approved of by the OppositiOn, whereas the 
facts are that Mr. Ballard was appointed 
by Mr. Walsh when he was Minister for 
vVorks. 

Mr. P ALMER: We know all that. 
The MINISTER FOR PuBLIC WoRKS : 

Yes ; I know he knows it, but other mem
bers do not, and it is for that reason that I 
am reminding him of it again. 

Mr. MciLwRAITH: I£ the honourable 
gentleman will allow me, it was I who 
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made the assertion that, almost from the 
time I have had a seat in this House, I 
have been a consistent opponent of Mr. 
Ballanl's system. 

The MINISTER FOR PuBLIC vV ORKS : 

The honourable member for l\Iulgrave, 
when he said that system was approved of 
by Government, knew that Mr. Ballard 
was appointed by the Government of which 
the honourable member for North Brisbane 
was leader-knew that it was under a 
contract which did not expire until the 
rail way to the Comet was completed, which 
was last year. If the honourable member 
for Mule;rave did not like this system when 
he was Minister for Works, why did he not 
then do away with it P Simply because the 
contract was made, and he could not do it. 
vVe had a chance, for the first time, when 
the extension from the Comet to Emerald 
Downs was authorised, but we did not 
adopt it for certain reasons. The honour.
a ble member says that that system should 
not have been adopted on the Townsville 
line, and I will tell him how it was that it 
was adopted. My colleagues and I have 
always been of opinion that the most econo
mical system of constructing railways is by 
contract, and that the other sy•tem depends 
too much on the honesty and ability of one 
man. Now, with regard to the adoption of 
lVIr. Ballard' s system in the construction of 
the Townsville line, I will state the reasons 
why that was done. The Townsville line 
was sanctionecl by Parliament more than 
twelve months ago, and there was a con
tinual cry kept up and spread almost 
all over the colony - a cry got up by 
northern members opposite-that the Gov
ernment were not sincere in the con
struction of that line. I believe that np 
to a very short time ago people were 
led away by that false report, whereas 
the real faets of the case were just the 
rt~verse. When I went to the Railway 
Department, I found that months would 
elapse before contracts could be accepted 
for this line, for this reason : that this 
and all the southern lines were under 
the charge of Mr. Stanley, and his staff 
were alreaJy overworked.. That being 
the case, under the then arrangements 
the Townsville line would not have been 
commenced for a long period, and even 
then it would have been more expensive, 
and there would not have been that change 
of system in the construction of railways, 
to accomplish which was the one thing 
which induced me to take the office 
of Minister for vVorks, which I had 
always said I would not accept. Under 
the circumstances, it seemed to me to 
be desirable to continue for a short sec
tion the system carried on on the Central 
line, seeing that the staff here were 
overworked, and that the Maryborough 
line was hanging fire. We considered 
that we were bound, in the interests 

of the North, and in our own in
terests, to contradict the slanders of 
the opposite side of the House, and to 
show that we were in earnest to see that 
the line was commenced at once and under 
a more economical system ; and finding 
that there were some heavy works to be 
done in the first section, it was thought 
best that they should be proceeded with by 
Mr. Ballard, whilst drawings were being 
made for the other portions of the line for 
which contracts could be called; that is 
one reason why Mr. Ballard was appointed. 
The honourable member for JVIulgrave ob
jected that a change in the design ought not to 
be made without the sanction of Parliament. 
Now honourable members have been talk
ing for years about different systems by 
which railways may be constructed more 
economically; but the only way in which 
that can be begun is by some Minister 
having the courage to make the experiment, 
and, if he does wrong, let Parliament cen
sure him. I should be very sorry if such 
should be my case; but I am quite sure 
that if I did wrong, I should be willing 
to submit myself to be censured. I 
believe that a system of economy must 
be adopted not only on the Townsville 
line, but in any extensions of the 
Southern and Central lines. The cost of a 
railway must be regulated by the rolling
stock that is employed; and that being 
determined, other things follow. On that 
line I proposed to adopt 30-pound rails, 
and that is the condition upon which de
pends the hope that that line and the ex
tension of others could be made at a lower 
cost. At any rate, that is my opinion, and that 
of the engineers whomihaveconsulted. The 
honourable member has talked about intelli
gent carpenters being better than an intelli
gent barrister; but I might be better than an 
intelligent squatter, and I do not know that 
a liberal education is likely to be any dis
qualification to a man in forming an opinion 
on such matters. I have always taken a 
great intert>st in railways, and I am not 
afraid to justify myself before Parlia
ment, or any tribunal of this country, 
on any judgment that I may form. 
'.!.'he honourable member for North l:lris bane 
complained of what the Premier said as to the 
defeat of some members of the Opposition. 
The honourable member for Mulgrave 
had said that the results of the elections 
showed that the Government were in 
the minority. My honourable colleague, 
answering that, pointed out that the 
members of the Government had large 
majorities in their own constituencies, and 
showed that some prominent members of 
the Opposition had not the confidence 
of their constituents, for they were 

defeated. I do not call that "gloating" 
over defeat. It has also been said that I 
influenced railway servants to vote for sup~ 
porters of the Government; but if the lion. 
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ourable member says so on authority, it can 
only be on the same authority on which the 
slanderous remarks were made about me 
at Rockhampton-that it was my intention 
to desert my party and my colleagues. I£ 
he has any authority, it is perhaps from the 
same persons who made these charges; and, 
perhaps, if they had contented themselves 
with adhering to the truth, their faces might 
now have been seen on the opposite side of 
the House. As to influencing railway ser· 1 

vants, I have never influenced any CiYil 
servant in my life. The only act in 
any way connected with influence oceurred 
just after I ente1:ed the Public "\Vorks De
partment. An officer who had a family of 
whom I had some knowledge applied for a 
rise of salary, and stated that a relative of 
his had a vote for a certain constituency 
which he could get for the Government. 
Upon this being made known to me, I sent 
for him, and told him that, but for my re
spect for his family, I should have dis
missed him instantly. That is the only 
"influencing" I have had with any Civil ser
vants, and I doubt if the honourable mem
ber for North Brisbane could say as much. 
I think he must be thinking of the time 
when he and his Government had the con
trol of their general elections. I notice 
that there are some matters about which 
honourable members have thought it best 
to keep silence. Last year the honourable 
member for .Mulgrave said something about 
making branch lines out of the three million 
loan. He said nothing about them now. 

Mr. MciLwRAITH: No. 
The MnnsTER J<'OR \\' ORKS : The hon

ourable member is right; he did mention 
them but said they would not pay; 
but I think that branch lines will 
pay quite as well as trunk lines, and 
that they can also be constructed more 
eheaply. I believe they can be made 
sufficient to meet all the requirements 
of these districts at a cost of two-thirds 
of the price of trunk lines. I believe that 
they can and will be made at that; and if hon
ourable members opposite are not prepared 
to carry out that policy, they will find that 
they will have to make way for those who 
are. I have now endeavoured to answer 
some of the charges made against the Gov
ernment. Summed up, the Opposition say 
we do not like the Government, and they 
are incompetent. That is what their 
charges amount to. Now, although any
thing is a sufficient rea~on which will satisfy 
honourable members, I do not think you will 
find in the annal~ of Parliament that the 
leader of an Opposition has attempted 
to put out a Government on no better 
ground than a charge of incompetency. 
They generally condescencl to give some 
better reason than the honourable gentle
man has given. The honourable gentleman 
has 8aid we are incompetent to manage the 
affairs o£ the colony. In what respect are 

we incompetent? "\Vhich of us is incom· 
petent to manage his department? The 
only particular objection the honourable 
gentlemen has made is that a :Mini~ter 
had the boldness to do certain things 
without first consulting Parliament. · If 
that is the only blame to be attributed to 
the Government, I think they still deserve 
the confidence of the country; and I believe, 
whatever may be the result of the vote on 
this question, that we do possess the con
fidence of the country. and that the policy 
which we have now proclaimed will, as I 
said before, be yet adopted and carried out 
in its entirety. 

:Mr. GROOM said he spoke to-night for 
the first time during the last five years from 
the Opposition side of the House. He did 
not know whether he was one of the gentle
m~n referred to by the honourable the 
Minister for '\Vorks as being a member 
who had been sitting on a rail, and 
at last jumped to that side of the 
House ; but he had a lively recol
lection of five years ago, seeing in the 
House an honourable member who at that 
time was undoubtedly sitting on a rail. He 
also observed in the House a young and en
terprising colonist, who had risen from the 
rank of a school teacher, graduated as a 
barrister, and became Attorney-General of 
this colony. He observed that honourable 
member worried to death almost by another 
honourable gentleman- so worried that at 
last he resigned his position as Attorney
General-vacated the HousP, and he (Mr. 
Groom) saw the gentleman who had been 
riding on the rail jump into his shoes at 
once. K ow, although he (Mr. Groom) had 
removed to the Opposition side of the 
House, he was not going to worry any one 
to death; but he would say this to honour
able gentlemen sitting on the Treasury 
benches : That his constituents had sent 
him back to the House this session to take 
his seat where he was now sitting. He had 
been charged by honourable gentlemen 
opposite with being a squatter, but he had 
no landed estate-he had not even a paddock 
that he could call his own-ht had not even 
a Ross's paddock in the Xorth, where a rail
way station could be put; he had not even a 
sheep or bullock that he could call his 
own; and therefore how he could be called 
a squatter, or how his constituents could 
be branded as squattPrs for having re
turned him, he was at a loss to understand. 
The honourable the mover of the Address 
in Reply, in the paper of which he >~-as 
editor, was also pleased to put him (Mr. 
Groom) down in the list of squatters; and 
he wondered to himself .why, if he were a 
squatter, he had not an estate of 40,000 
acres of land, with 80,000 sheep, and a 
large balance to his credit at the bank, and 
did not take his seat amongst the honour
able members to whom the honourable 
gentleman referred in the course of his 
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address. He had taken the seat he now 
occupied conscientiously, believing that 
the course he adopted was one founded 
upon right and justice. The Premier 
had himself given the text as to why he 
(Mr. Groom) had removed his seat to that 
side of the House. When he first entered 
the House this session, he took his old 
seat, because he fully believed that the 
result of the elections would have satisfied 
the honourable gentleman at the head of 
the Government that there was some 
necessity for land legislation-that from 
facts within that gentleman's own know
ledge, and also within the knowledge of the 
gentleman who had recently taken charge of 
the Lands Department, there was necessity 
for reform in the administration of the pub
lic lands. The honourable gentleman admit 
ted that there was necessity for land legis
lation, and why in the name of fortune had 
he not put it in the Governor's Speech P 
Why had he not done so to satisfy the 
Darling Downs members? TwelYe months 
ago an exchange .was effected with Jl.'[r. 
\Vienholt, by which the Gonrnment got 
20,000 acres of land at Allora for 40,000 
acres at J ondaryan ; and why had not that 
land been thrown open to selection, so that 
it might be taken up by farmers and by 
this time have produced a crop of wheat? 
The late Minister for\'{ orks had gi Yen the 
true reason. Because they had had at the 
head of the Lands Department a gentleman 
who did not care a straw about settlement 
or anything else. It was true that within 
the last fourteen clays-and it appeared as 
if it were done to influence Yotes-certain 
lands on the Darling Downs had been 
thrown open to selection, but upon what 
conditions? It almost seemed as if the 
ghost of the Premier still hovered oYer the 
I.1ands Department, for his highest cash price 
theory was still adhered to; and while 
gentlemen on the Darling Downs were 
prepared to sell the choicest portions of 
their runs at £3 per acre on deferred pay
ments, the Government insisted that a man 
who took up 80 acres of useless stony 
land should pay £2 per acre for it. There 
was not the slightest indication of reform, 
and he (Mr. Groom) maintained that he 
would be unworthy of the position he held 
if he did not take his seat "·here he did 
that evening. The honourable the JI.Iinister 
for Works and the Premier had spoken of 
the commanding majorities by which mem
bers SUJ.!porting the Government had been 
returned; but what had been the conduct 
of the Premier in reference to his (Mr. 
Groom's) electorate? It was said that the 
honourable gentleman came to Toowoomba 
to select a site fur the lunatic asylum, and 
he thought the subject and the visitor were 
worthy of each other, for he believed the 
honourable gentleman must have been tem
porarily insane to have taken the course 
he did on that occasion, and that the 
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gentlemen he met were also insane. 
The honourable gentleman then met a 
deputation, and the chief of that deputa
tion he (Mr. Groom) believed he was right 
in saying, was the high-priest of a sect 
called " spiritists," who held nightly 
seances with the mighty dead, and if they 
wanted to know Lord Palmerston's opinion 
of the present Government, they had only 
to get a medium, who would immediately 
be able to tell them whatever they desired. 
This was the particular gentleman selec
ted by the Premier to tell the electors of 
Drayton and Toowoomba and Aubigny 
what they should, and what they should 
not do. The honourable gentleman met 
the deputation at the Royal Hotel, and 
with all the gravity and solemnity be
coming the Premier of the colony on that 
occasion, he, told them that whatever they 
did, not to vote for Groom or Perkins-that 
those two gentlemen had voted against the 
Government on critical occasions in the 
past, and might do so again in the future ; 
and if it were necessary for him· to go to 
Toowoomba to aiel the cause of the Liberal 
members, he would most gladly do so. He 
was also good enough to inform the deputa
tion that he (Mr. Groom) was not a Liberal. 
After that terrible denunciation, and after 
the spiritists departed, and, he supposed, 
held another seance with the mighty dead 
to find out a candidate upon whom they 
could rely to support the honourable 
gentleman, he (Mr. Groom) met his con
stituents, and he would ask the honourable 
gentleman to look at the result of the poll. 
In the face of that election could he say 
that ~Enisters and their supporters had 
been returned by commanding majorities
eYen after he had gone up and warned and 
cautioned the electors as to what course 
they should adopt ? The honourable gen
tleman clroYe in a cab to the house of 
a candidate, whom on another occasion 
he supposed he would hardly deign to 
notice ; and he would ask him where was 
that candidate when the election took 
place? In a minority of 500. Was that, 
he would ask, a commanding majority? 
\Vas that an indication that the public had 
confidence in the honourable member ? 
And ·he would ask him to look at 
all the elections on the Darling Downs, 
no matter whether the candidate was 
a squattl'r or a townsman, and see what 
the verdict of the constituencies had been. 
It was distinctly that they had no confi
dence in the honourable gentlemen's ad
ministration of the Lands Department, and 
that they had no confidence in himself ; 
and the members returned were desired to 
take their seats in that House, and what
oyer they did, not to support a Government 
of which that honourable gentleman was a 
membC'r. That was the verdict of the 
constituencies; and he thought it was ex
tremely bad taste of the Premier to refer 
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to gentlemen who had previously occupied 
seats in that House, and who had not 
been returned during the last elections. 
The honourable gentleman was in the 
habit of referring to precedents, both 
colonial and Imperial, but he could 
not find an instance in which such a 
course had been adopted. Was it not 
within their own recollection that some of 
the brightest ornaments of the House of 
Commons had been defeated, but the finger 
of scorn had never been raised against 
Richard Cobden and John Bright, who 
differed from Lord Palmerston with refer
ence to the Chinese war ; the Ministry 
were defeated, and on the general election, 
those two gentlemen were rejected by their 
constituents. But when Lord Palmerston 
met the House, did he turn round and say, 
"Where is John Bright, or where is 
Richard Cobden ?" No; but what was his 
conduct? When Cobden was re-elected by 
the electors of Rochdale, and Lord Palmers
ton was again called upon· to form a 
Cabinet, he gave the position of President 
of the Board of Works to the man who 
had previously moved the motion which led 
to his defeat. He maintained it was ex
ceedingly bad taste for the Premier to 
refer in the way he did to those gentlemen. 
Where were some of the members who pre
viouslysupported the Government? Where 
was the reverend bench of bishops ? They 
were where he thought they ought to be. 
He had heard the honourable the Premier 
state in that House that he was entirely at 
the mercy of the Opposition. And who 
were his friends ? Men sitting behind him 
who invariably, as soon as the clock pointed 
to eight, took their departure from the House 
to engage in evening prayer. He did not 
make use of that observation in any irre
verent spirit, and he should not have 
alluded to it at all had not the Premier 
gone out of his way to refer to gentlemen 
who formerly sat on that side of the House 
who were now absent, but who might come 
back much more quickly than the honour
able gentleman imagined they would. 
The honourable the Minister for Works 
also went out of his way to refer to 
honourable members on that side of 
the House, and made use of expressions 
which, to his (Mr. Groom's) mind, were 
quite insulting. He referred to the hon
ourable member for Stanley (Mr. Kellett) 
as scarcely representing himsglf. Why, 
that honourable gentleman represented one 
of the largest constituencies in the colony ; 
and he (Mr. Groom) would go so far 
as to say this : that if Ministerial influ
ence-and he would go further, and say, 
without fear of contradiction, that if Min
isterial money could have put the gentle
man's opponent into the House, it was ex
pended. 

MEMBERS oN THE GovERNMENT 
;BENCHEs : No, no. 

Mr. GROOM said some members called 
out "No, no," and all he could say in 
rejoinder was "Yes, yes." 

The PREMIER : No, no. 
Mr. GROOM said there were different 

ways of spending money, both directly and 
indirectly ; and he was perfectly sure that 
every possible influence was brought to 
bear on railway officials and school
teachers and others to return the Govern
ment candidate for Stanley. It was that 
only that induced him (Mr. Groom) 
to take an active part in that elec
tion ; and he was rejoiced at the result. 
He himself was a freeholder of Stanley, 
one of the large~t and most intelligent con
stituencies in the colony, and the honour
able member represented him (Mr. Groom), 
and it was an insult to the 500 and odd 
electors who voted for the junior member 
for Stanley to say that he simply repre
sented himself. He would not go so far as 
to say that the Minister for vVorks simply 
represented himself, because he was here 
in his legislative capacity, and it was an 
insult to tell the honourable member for 
Stanleythat he scarcely represented himself. 
That was not the way to obtain friends ; in 
fact, it was rather calculated to estrange those 
who might otherwise be inclined to go over 
to the other side of the House. He must 
confess his surprise at the conduct of the 
honourable member for Rosewood. He 
was sorry to have to refer to that honour
able gentleman, because they both belonged 
to the same fraternity-to the guild of 
literature-and in accordance with the 
esprit de corps which existed among jour
nalists, he would speak kindly of him. 
From his knowledge of that honourable 
gentleman ancl his constituents, he fully ex
pected that one of his .first motions would be 
to enable them to obtain artificial water, as 
they had no means of obtaining natural 
water. In place of that, the honourable 
member's first motion was to deprive hon
our,tble members of their beer. That was 
very unkind of the honourable gentleman. 
If he could not appreciate luxury, he should 
not attempt to deprive the rest of them of 
what they considered a necessity. Indeed, 
the speech of the honourable member 
showed that he himself requir~d a stimu
lant sometimes. The honourable member 
talked about a child, and about bandages, 
which, as some of them knew, had a 
connection with stimulants. He hoped 
that after the motion. had been duly 
talked over, the honourable member 
would either gracefully withdraw it, or 
else make it apply not to this House 
but to his own constituents, that they should 
drink artificial water and not natural water. 
With regard to the Chinese question, he 
was strongly opposed to the Chinese coming 
to the colony, and he was prepared to en
dorse the opinion of the honourable mem
ber for North Brisbane, that a great deal of 
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the trouble that had arisen from the strike 
was owing to the Ministers themselves. 
He (Mr. Groom) was surprised at finding 
Ministers dilly-dallying with the question, 
because he considered that the Act 
gave them ample power to deal with 
the question in tlie fullest and most 
comprehensive manner; and if they had 
done so, they would have been backed up 
both by this House and by public opinion 
outside. He should like to know how the 
Government were going to carry out the 
notice they had given to the A.S.N. Com
pany about their not employing Polynesians 
or Chinese as seamen or firemen. They 
had already had a forecast of the opinion 
of the Imperial Government on this subject, 
and it was not likely they would allow 
their treaty obligations with China to be 
broken through. Surely, the Premier's own 
Act was sufficient for every purpose, and 
if he wanted anything better he should 
follow the example of Sir Henry Parkes, 
in New 8outh Wales, and introduce a Bill 
limiting the number of Chinese in propor
tion to the number of Europeans. He held, 
however, that in the present Act there 
was ample provision for keeping the Chinese 
out of the colony; and if he (Mr. Groom) 
could have his way, neither a Chinaman nor 
a Kanaka should enter the colony. Coming 
now to the Local Govemment Act, he felt 
constrained to say that the Government had 
been remiss in carrying out its provisions. 
Up to this moment nothing whatever in re
lation to it had been done, and no doubt 
when the Estimates again came on for dis
cussion, almost every country member 
would, as in past years, ask for money for 
his district, and thus add to the amount of 
the country's burdens. The Local Govern
ment Act was passed for the purpose of 
preventing such a state of affairs. But 
why, for instance, had the Bill not been 
brought into operation on the Darling 
Downs. He was recently asked by one 
of the electors there whether the Govern
ment were keeping the A et back until 
after the general election, and he referred the 
inquirer to the Colonial Secretary, as 
he was a brother Scotchman and a 
strong supporter of that honourable 
gentleman. That district and the two 
Moretons were the very places of all 
others where the Act ought to be put 
into operation, and the result would no 
doubt be that the House would again be 
asked to vote £20,000 or £30,000 for East 
and West Moreton. The fact was, the 
Bill was not put into operation simply be
cause the Government were afraid, in view 
of a general election, to apply the provisions 
of the Act, as they ought to have done. 
He did not envy any Government who 
succeeded the present Administration, for 
they would have a most unpleasant duty 
to undertake. Looking at the revenue 
returns for the quarter ended December 

·31st, he trembled for the results of the 
March quarter. A very large amount of 
revenue was expected to be derived from 
the selectors, but he would warn honour
able ;members that there would be a large 
defimt as far as those persons were con
cerned. Many of the selectors in the 
district where he lived had to mortgage 
almost everything they had to enable them 
to pay last year's rent. The answer given 
by the Government was so unsatisfactory 
that they were afraid some action would 
be taken that would deprive them of their 
homes. This very day he had received a 
letter from one of those men making a 
semewhat novel application. He would 
read a portion of it, and although honour
able members might smile at the simplicity 
of the writer, they might take it as an 
earnest of what was coming. The letter 
was dated "Avoca Vale, Darling Downs, 
January 12, 1879," and the writer said:-

" I want to send a petition to the Legislative 
Assembly to try and get a sum of £176 on 
account of my losses during the drought. I 
have lost altogether, not counting increases, 
1,000 and odd ewes, besides two draught horses, 
and have during the past two years lost all my 
crops. I have far more than the money I 
want laid out for improvements on my selec· 
tion. Cannot you kindly advise me in the 
matter. I observe that Mr. Baynes, the mem• 
ber for the Burnett, has pledged himself to tr;f 
and have a different Selectors' Relief Bill 
passed. The best relief Bill that could be passed 
is for the Crown to be lender to the bond fide 
selector. Say a man had losses to the amount 
of £300, and had improvements to the amount 
of £250, let the Crown lend him £200 at from 
six to eight per cent. interest per annum. I 
myself am paying interest as high as from 
fifteen to thirty per cent. for money now, and 
you know it is impossible for us poor selectors 
to be able to stand that sort of thing." 
That was a sample of many letters which 
he was sure honourable members would 
receive from the class of selectors to whom 
he referred. This was the case of a 200· 
acre man on stony ridges, who had to 
cart his water three miles each way every 
morning, and who had to pay from 15 to 30 
per cent. for money in order to/ay his 
Government rent. His sheep an liorses 
had gone, and he was compelled to mort
gage his property to pay his rent. The in
coming Government would no doubt have 
to deal with hundreds of cases like that, 
and it was the uncertain conduct of the 
Government that compelled those men 
to resort to such extreme measures. He 
would refer honourable members to the 
speech of the highest gentleman in the land 
at the opening of the Show yesterday to 
bear out his statements. His Excel• 
lency had seen what was going on 
amongst the selectors on the Dar• 
ling Downs ; he had seen the selectors' 
children with their tattered clothing and 
their shoeless feet, and had seen that they 
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were willing to sacrifice everything to re
tain their homes. As a member of the 
hospital committee of his own electorate, 
he knew the amount of distress that pre
>ailed amongst a large circle of the com
munity, and the talk about solid and per
manent prosperity was simply nonsPnse. 
The colony was in a more difficult position 
than the Government imagined; and the 
Colonial Treasurer was quite miRtaken if he 
judged of the prosperity of Queensland 
from what he saw in the vicinity of Bris
bane. If he wished to know the real state 
of the colony the honourable gentleman 
must go into the interior, and if he did, he 
would not indulge the House with such gran
diose remarks, especially when there were 
thousands of our fellow-colonists in 1101erty 
and distress. He (Mr. Groom) was in 
favour of a vigorous public works policy so 
long as it was in consonance with the finan
cial position of the colony; but, at the same 
time, he believed that the forcing of the sale 
of Crown lands had been one of the great
est evils which the Premier had brought 
upon the country. The Rail>ray HeserYcs 
Bill had been a perfect failurl', and had 
filled the country with works which woulJ 
be a burden on the pl'ople for years to 
l'Ome. If any honourable member would 
bring in a motion to cancel the Bundaberg 
and Mount Perry Hailway, and giYe the 
contractor compensation, he would Yotc for 
it, so as to save to the country the mom'y 
which would otherwise be thrown away. 
And if it were possible for the :Maryborough 
and Gympie Raihny to be stopped, it 
would be to the interest of the country 
to stop it. Those were undertakings 
which they ought never to haYe gone into, 
and be (Mr. Groom) ·would ncnr ha1e 
voted for them had he not been grc>atly 
mistaken as to the amount whieh it 
was said those lines WHO to cost. They 
were told the cost would be £2,000 pt'r 
mile, instead of which it would be £10,000. 
On that ground, when so much money was 
involved, and where additional taxation 
was necessary, it was evidently wrong to 
force on the people useless works like 
those he had named. No matter what 
Government came into power, there must 
be additional taxation, although he (Mr. 
Groom) would say nothing as to the 
direction which that taxation should take. 
The Government had inllirectly hinted 
the direction taxation should take ; they 
might mean one thing, and he might 
construe the Speech to mE'an another; but 
whatever direction it might be intended to 
take, he would assure the present or any 
future Government. that so far as the in· 
dustrial classes wer.c concerned there must 
be no additional burdens. He bclievecl the 
true remedy was to make a judidous 
compromise with th.e contractors and s~o11 
these useless rmlways, and cxerc1~e 
economy in the different departments; by 

doing thi~, the additional taxation and diffi· 
culties staring them in the face might be 
partially avoided. 

An HoNOURABLE 1fR:UBER : And sell 
the dry dock. 

Mr. Grroo•r said that he did not know 
about that. The dock wa~ also a useless 
work, anJ had been launchccl into when 
the party now holding office came in to 
power. They had a credit balance of 
£240,000, and thought they c•oulcl spend 
£120,000 of it upon a dry dock. He did 
not think, howe10r, the work had done the 
people of South Brisbane any good. He 
had been alluded to as a sqnnHer, but he 
took his position as an independent mem
ber who considered it his duty to vote for 
the amendment of the-honourable member 
for lVIulgrayc, He would record this 10t.e 
in accordance with the Jlll'dgc that he gave 
to his constitnents after the honourable 
the Premier visited Too>Yoom ba, and ad
lised the electors not to vote for him 
(l\fr Groom). He believed that it 
would be an act of justice to put 
iv a new set of men. Even if they held 
office for a month only he believed it would 
do good. He belicyed that if the three 
million motion of la~ t session had been 
carried, and a new Thiinistry haLl come into 
power, the Petersen frauds would ha1e 
been discoyercd, and there would have 
been no necessity for a Hoyal Commission. 
The proper remedy to apply to the HPal 
Property Ofliee was to clean it out, not 
make one clerk the scapegoat, as might be 
the result of the l{oyal Commission. He 
believed the whole of!ice from top to bot
tom was in a most irregular and incflieien t 
condition, for >~hich perhaps the head of 
the department was to blame, and that the 
beHt rcnwcly wns to root out all the oflieials. 
He did not mean the junior clerks, but the 
higher class of of!iecrs, the men who went 
home occasionally on ~ix and twelve 
months' leave of absence, living on the fat 
of the land all tlw time. In giving his 
vote for the amcndnent he should not only 
ad in accordance with his convictiom, but 
with the vie\1 s of a majority of the large 
and important comtitucncy he hall the 
honour to represent in this House. 

11:r. KELLETT said he >~ould not have 
spoken that e1ening had it not been for 
the uncalled-for remarks of the honourable 
member for North Brisbane (Mr. Griflith), 
who stated that he ( ~l r. Kellett) hardly 
rPpresented himself. He ]mew that he 
repr~sentcd as large and influential a district 
as any in the colony, and that nine-tenths 
of its inhabitants were the bone and sinew 
of the land. He was returned by a Yery 
large majority, because he distinctly told 
the electors of Stanlcy that he would vote 
against the prest'nt Ministry, ancl Rupport 
sneh men as the honourable member for 
Mulgrave, whom he eonsidered to be the 
proper man to be at the head of affairs. 
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He also stated clistinctly-and that was 
why the late Attorney-General had alluJed 
to him-that he dis believell in him, more 
than any other member of the 1\finistr.r; an cl 
his rPason for holr!ing this view was that he 
knew the honourable gPntlPman was cli~loyal 
to his party and to the Premier. He also 
told t.hem that the honourable gentleman 
had done a great deal of in]my by forcing 
the land cases home, thereby putting the 
country to a great deal of expense, and 
that his only reason for doing so was to 
put money in his own pocket and that of 
his brothPr barristers. He furthPr told 
them that he yms perfectly satisfied the 
honourable gl'ntlemen knew, from his legal 
know ledge, that the cases must be lost. 
'l'hese were his reasons for stating that he 
would not support the Attorney-General 
until, at any ratE', he har! had a fpw 
years' experiPnce on the b:1ek benches, 
and had profitt•d by it. Ho woulrl not 
have mentioned this had the honourable 
gentleman not spoken in a rude and 
mwivil manner to a young mPmber. It 
was a habit, however, these young barris
tt•rs had of intimirlating mPmber:;, think
ing th:tt tltey hnd thPm in the witness
box; but the honourable gPntlPman had the 
wrong pig by the rm·, and would find it out. 

Mr. B.nLEY said tlwt, on an occasion 
like this, he thought that it would be hi:; 
duty, whilst recognising ther<~ was some
times a large' distin(•tion betwePn a party and 
the Ministry which clainwd to rPpre:>rnt 
it., to by aside all smallt>r points. He ft>lt 
bonnr!, seeing to-night tlv Opposition 
benches filled as he had never sePn them he
fore, and chiefly by ono particular dass o£ 
men, that the tiPs of party should asst'rt 
themselves, and. that, whatPver the short
comings of its sup1Josed leaders might be, 
that he was bound to vote for the Liberal 
party, and the principles its leaders wne 
presumed to carry out. The Governor's 
Spet>ch read that day would command re
spect from both parties when it went 
before the country. It promised a good 
dc•al- more, he was sorry to say, than 
the Government would put into practice; 
but honourable members had to deal 
with the Speech, ancl the question was 
whether they should pass the reply to it. 
He rould not see that the sl'ttlcd dish·iets 
were to bs totnlly ignoreLl. whilst the 
inland one>.s were to be pampered and 
pC'tted. He could not sec why a large' 
expenditure for the metropolis should be 
called a national work, and for a country 
district a local work. He looked up('11 all 
works as public whPrever they might be. 
He did not recognise the right of the 
squatters in the far interior to have not only 
roads, but railways, whilst the settled dis
tricts were not to h:tve eYen ordinary roads. 
He maintainrd that the tendency of the 
other side, if it got into power, would be to 
spend nearly the whole of the public 
money in the direction of the far interior. 

He did not know whether the Government 
would carry out the policy enumerated in 
the Governor's Speech, but he agreed with 
it, and he should vote with them. 

JUr. IlEA said he should not have risen 
to speak had he not been charged, together 
with his colleague, with having secured his 
election by nwans of Government bribery. 
He would admit that there was bribery, 
but it came from the Opposition side of 
the 1-fousr, in the way of using hired 
writers of the Press to abuse those who did 
not believe in the Opp0sition. Never 
before in his experience did a Govern
lllPnt take so little part in an elect ion 
as the present Government did in the 
last Rockhampton one, or give so little 
lwlp evt>n in supplying information. vVith 
rl'ference to the state of the money 
markt•t following upon the motion for a 
loan of thrPC' millions, the leader of the 
Opposition had no ground for the state
ment that the loss of his motion had au 
injurious effect upon the colony's securities. 
ImmPLliately after he lost his motion, the 
question was tested in London by a sur
prising coincidl'nre in a way that he had 
upver known bt>fore, because VPry shortly 
aftPr the event rcfnrer! to, the Queens
lancl securities stood better than those 
of any of' the other Australian colonies. 
On that oecasion, when the Russian question 
was wpposed to have bPcn settled, and there 
was a rush to obtain Turkish securities, a 
quPstion arose as to which of the colonial 
securities the brokers could recommend 
their principal to sell out of. The advic·e 
they ga,·e to the holders of colonial securi
ties was to sdl all others and hold on to 
those of Qneemland, because the Ministry 
there would not be forced into borrowing 
more money than was wanted. The other 
question which had been rl'fcrred to to
night, and on whieh he would say a few 
words, was the Railway Reserves Bill. 
He held ihat that Bill had done more to 
preserve the credit of the colony in London 
than any other Act which had b2en passrd 
by the Parliament of this colony. The 
brokers who gained their living by watehing 
closely all that took place in the colonies, the 
securities of which they dealt in, were bound 
to spend a large amount of money in 
getting correct 'lnd reliable information by 
tPlegram, and they pointed.to the Railway 
Itescrves Bill as affording a better security 
to lenclers than any other colony had 
given to bond-holders; and, nothwitstand
ing the supposed large surplus of money 
lying in New South \Vales, the preference 
was givPn to Queensland on account of 
the confidence inspired by the provisions 
of the llailway Reserves Bill. Remarks 
on the subject had bPen made on 
both sides of the House ; but it was not 
very difiicnlt to find out what was the matter 
\nth them about the Railway Reserves 
Bill, and why it met with such opposition. 
1'ho fact was that the dislike was owing to 
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the action of the bank managers and direc
tors who had been troubled with a sort of 
nightmare since the last drought. They 
would look at their wallaby-eaten securities, 
and exclaim, "Good God, what have we 
here; where are those pre-emptive 
rights P We shall have to buy them up 
at once instead of twenty years hence." 
That was the kind of leverage honourable 
members opposite were afraid of in this 
:Bill ; the eyes of the runs they had spotted 
for their pre-emptive rights were likely to 
be selected by others. The real reason 
why honourable members had such a de
testation of that Bill was that they saw 
they must give better securities to the 
banks. He hoped bona fide squatters 
would see the mistake they would 
make in giving way to pressure aris
ing from speculation in connection with 
any of the banks of the colony, for 
he believed that before long some of the 
local banks would some fine morning be 
found speaking out with a very loud 
Glasgow accent. He asked the House to 
be very cautious indeed in looking after 
bank charters after the experience they 
had lately had in London and Scotland, 
because in this colony, when those securities 
began to be looked upon as doubtful, the 
position of affairs would be serious. With 
regard to other questions of party, he 
would leave them to be dealt with by older 
members of the House. 

Mr. M.A.cF.A.RL.A.NE moved the adjournment 
of the debate. 

Mr. HENDREN seconded the motion. 
Mr. MclLWR.A.ITR hoped the motion was 

not made with the consent of the Ministry, 
as there was time to go on for another hour 
or two, and other honourable members 
would have an opportunity to speak. He 
would not consent to such a motion unless 
the Government would give a guarantee 
that the debate would finish to-morrow. 
Such a motion should not have been made 
without the consent of the Ministry ; and 
the fact of the honourable member for 
Ipswich wishing to speak to-morrow was no 
reason for the House adjourning. 

The PREMIER said that at such an hour, 
when it was known that some honourable 
members wished to address themselves to 
the debate, it was not much use going on. 
It was only fair that the privilege which 
had been conceded to some honourable 
members should be extended to others, and 
more especially to new members. Consid
ering the importance of the debate, it would 
be better to allow the adjournment to take 
place. The debate was hardly likely to 
terminate to-night, and such being the case, 
it was only fair to have another night's dis
cussion. He was prepared to say that the 
debate should close to-morrow if honour
able members agreed to adjourn now. 

Mr. RuTLEDGE said, as a new member, 
he hoped the discussion would not close 
that evening. With the modesty which 

became a new member, he had not intended 
to take any part in the debate at that stage, 
considering that the older members should 
enlighten new members- to the utmost 
possible extent. He did not, therefore, 
come prepared, but should not like to let 
the opportunity pass without expressing 
a few of the opinions he held upon the 
subject under discussion. In courtesy to 
honourable members in a similar position 
with himself, the honourable gentlemen 
opposite should agree to adjourn the debate 
till to-morrow. 

Mr. ARCHER said, after the opinion 
given by the Premier, the leader of the 
Opposition would, no doubt, agree to the 
adjournment of the debate. Courtesy to 
new members was never thrown away, and 
they would be afforded an opportunity of 
thinking what to say before the debate 
closed. 

Mr. MoRERE.A.D said the honourable the 
junior member for Enoggera might have 
known that there would have been a debate, 
and could have come prepared with what 
he wished to say. He did not look upon 
the honourable .member as altogether a 
new member. He had contested the city 
on a former occasion, and had uttered 
threats that he would be prepared to meet 
the honourable member for Fortitude Val
ley on the floor of the House at any time. 
He did not agree either with the honour
able member for Blackall that the debate 
should be adjourned. The discussion was 
complete; the Government were defeated, 
and in a minority, and should accept their 
position. Nearly all the members were 
present, the Government knew that their 
defeat on division was inevitable, and that 
they were at present only a Government on 
sufferance. He, therp,fore, hoped that the 
division would be taken to-night. 

Mr. MolL wRAITH wished to explain that 
the honourable member for Enoggera had 
quite misapprehended the tenor of his re
marks. He was anxious to see the debate 
going on, and had not the slightest inten
tion of pushing a division upon the matter. 
Every honourable member ought to have 
an opportunity to speak; but as the session 
must be a very short one, he was against 
wasting time by adjourning at so early an 
hour. He was quite content, however, to 
take the pledge offered by the Premier, 
that the debate would be closed to-morrow. 

Mr. BAILEY said time should be given 
for honourable members to decide which 
party they would support. Some Liberal 
members sitting on the other side of the 
House might, on further consideration, be 
inclined to support their party. It was a 
battle of party to-night, and if the Govern
ment were defeated, it would be by old and 
trusted members of the Liberal party. One 
was the honourable member for Toowoomba, 
another the honourable m em berfor Gym pie. 
Those gentlemen should have at least 
twenty-four hours to consider what had 
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been said this evening, and to see their 
way clear before deserting their party. 

Mr. O'SuLLrVAN entirely went with the 
very sensible remark made by the honour
able member for Blackall. After the re
marks which had been made by the honour
able member for Enoggera, the House ought 
to adjourn in compliment to the new mem
bers. A little concession of that kind was 
wry good. The only thing that appeared 
strange to him was that the adjournment was 
not proposed by a new member. Had such 
been the case, not a single word would have 
been said about it, but it was proposed by 
a very old and a very knowing member. 

Mr. :ThtlESTON said he had been accused 
by the honourable member for Toowoomba 
of nPglecting the interests of his constituents 
in not tabling a motion in reference to a 
water supply. 

The SPEAKER : The question before the 
House is the adjournment of the debate. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC WORKs 
suggested that an honourable member 
might take the opportunity on a motion for 
adjournment of answering an attack upon 
him. 

The SPEAKER : That is usually done on 
a motion for adjournment of the House. 
This being a motion for adjournment of the 
debate, the question should be adhered to. 

Mr. MciLwRAITH thought it was exceed
ingly bad taste on the part of the Premier 
to advise any honourable member to speak. 
The honourable member for Rosewood 
would have an opportunity of replying. 

The PREMIER: I do not think I advised, 
but I simply pointed out what I conceive 
to be the rights members possess. I under
stand the honourable gentlemen at the head 
of the Opposition has signified that he 
consents that this debate will be closed to
morrow and that he consents to the ad
journment now. 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at five minutes 

past 10 o'clock. 

to Opening Speeak. 89. 




