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ERRATA. 

Page 134, second column, resolution for appointment of committee-1•ead "A. H. Brown," for rr W. D. Box." 

Page 135, eecond column, first line-read "A. II. Brown," for "1V. D. Box." 

Page 187, first column, twenty-second line from bottom-read "incapable," for "capable.'' 

Page 211, second column, last line of the Honourable W. Thornton's speech-omit the word "not." 

Page 261, second column, twenty-fourth and tweuty-fifth lines from top-read "Mr. Fryar was the Minister for 
Lands." 

Page 263, first column, first line-C{(ler u thought," rtad "if it was nPcessary"; commencement of third lin&-for 
u and," read "they should be"; sixtll line-read "public-houses" for n stations"; and, at the eud 

ot the paragraph, read "for the consideration of Government.u 
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LEGISLATIVE COrNCIL. 

Tkursd"y, 30 August, 1877. 

Absence of i\Iember-Resnmption of Land.--Appro­
priation Bill, Xo. 3.-Ap:pointment of the t:"sher.­
Detention of Letters.-Constrnction of Railways. 

ABSENCE OF MEMBER. 

The PRESIDENT informed the House 
that he had received a letterfrom the Hon­
ourable K. I. O'Doherty intimating, under 
the Standing Orders, that the honourable 
member would not be able to attend the 
House for one week. 

RESUMPTION OF LAND. 

The PosTMASTER-GENERAL moved, with­
out previous notice-

" 'That the resolution of the Legislative 
Assembly embodied in the message reeeived 
from that House on tl1e 7th instant be referred 
to a Select Committee, consisting of the follow­
ing members :-The Honourables J. C. Heus­
sler, G. Edmondstone, E. L C. Browne, F. T. 
Gregory, A. H. Brown, and C. S. Mein, in pur­
suance of the Standing Order of 1st September, 
1875." 

He said that the resolution was one res­
pecting the resumption of 15 square miles 
from one run, and 7Dt square mil('s from 
another run, in the Settled District of 
Port Curtis; and of 44 square miles from 
a run in the Settled District of Kennecly. 
By the Standing Order, any proposition 
for the resumption of land by the IJower 
House must lie on the table of the Council 
for one week and then be referred to a 
Select Committee, to sit de d-ie in diem, 
and to collect such evidence as might be 
obtainable and to report to the House upon 
the policy and justice of the resumption. 
It had been the practice hitherto to move 
the appointment of the committee without 
notice; because the Standing Order im­
plied that the thing should be done at once. 
The committee, with the exception of one 
name, were the same as the committees 
that formerly sat. 

Question put and passed. 

' APPROPRIATION BILL, Xo. 2. 

A message was received from the Legis­
lative Assembly, presenting for the con­
currence of the Council, "A Bill to authorize 
the appropriation out of the Consolidated 
l{eyeuue :Fund of Qnel'llsland of the sum of 

£100,000 towards the serYice of the year 
ending on the last clay of June, 1878." 

On the motion of the PosT~rASTER-GENE­
RAL, the Bill was read a first time and 
ordered to be printed. 

There being an absolute majority of the 
whole Council present, 

The PosT~fASTER-GENERAL said, as the 
passing of the Appropriation Bill was a 
matter of importance, the seconclmonth of 
the financial year being just at an end and 
the salaries of the Civil Servants being 
payable within a few clays, and the object 
of the Bill bPing to provide funds for the 
payment of current expenditure, under the 
circumstances, he apprehended no objection 
to aclYancing the Bill through its remaining 
stages, to-clay; and, therefore, he moved, 
without notice, and, as an unopposed 
motion:-

That so much of the Standing Orders be sus­
pended as will admit of the Appropriation Bill 
being passed through all its st.agcs in one day. 

There bPing no objection, the question 
was put ancl passed. 

On the motion of the JlosT3fASTER-GEXE­
RAL, the Bill was read a second time. 

The Hou~e then resolved into Commit­
tee of the vYhole for the consideration 
of the Bill in detail. 

vVhen the Chairman (the Honourable D. 
F. RoBinns) took his scat, 

The PosT:liASTER-GEXERAL said he gladly 
took the opportunity of congratulating the 
Chairman on his being restored to the 
Council in quite rene>~·ed health. 

HoNOURABLE JYIE)IBEI!S : Hear, hear. 
'l'he CHAIR)[AN desired to acknowledge 

the compliment of the honourable gentle­
man representing the Government, and to 
thank the House generally for their con­
sideration, ancl e~pecially to express his 
obligations to the Honourable E. 1. C. 
Browne, who hacl so kindly undertaken the 
duties of Chairman in his absence. 

The Bill went without amendment and 
was so reported to the House, and was then · 
passed through its remaining stages, and 
ordered to be returned to the Assembly 
with the usual message. 

APPOINTl\IENT Ol!' THE USHER. 
The Hon. H. G. SrMPSON not being in 

his place to move the following motion, 
when called on, motion lapsed:-

" That in the opinion of this Connl'il, it- is 
derogatory to its position that the office of the 
Usher of the Black Rocl should be held under 
an inferior tenure t~ that of the corresponding 
office in the Legislative Assembly, viz. :-that 
of the Sergeant-at-Arms." 

'l'hP PosT)[ASTER-GE~ERAL rPmarkecl that 
he did not think the honourable gentleman 
intended to go on ~-ith the motion. He 
knew, as a matter of faet, that the Presi­
dent had made an application that the 
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Ushrr of the Black Rod should be ap­
pointed under seal, and the matter was 
being attended to. 

HoNOURA.J3LE ~fEMBERS : Hear, hear. 

DETENTION OF LETTERS. 
The Hon. \V. D. Box asked:-
"Are the Government taking any action 

which will alter the present mode of detaining 
letters insufficiently stamped that are posted in 
the United Kingdom for Queensland, and vice 
l)ersa ?" 

The PosTMASTER-GENERAL answered : 
They are not. 

The Hon. \V. D. Box moved the ad­
journment of the House, for the purpose 
of pointing out to honourable members the 
practice that seemed to have obtained, and 
that he thought was one to be remedied. 
If a letter was posted in London, insuffi­
ciently stamped, for the 'l'orrcs Straits 
nutil, it was detained, and an advice was 
sent out to the colony, to the person to 
whom it was addressed, stating that the 
letter was lying in St. 1fartin's Le Grand, 
and that upon his paying so much in 
British coin, or authorizing any other 
person to pay the money in British coin, 
or to affix the necessary stamp, the letter 
would be forwarded as addressed. The 
(',onsequencc was, that a letter might be 
detained four months, though it might be 
of the most serious importtmce ;-indeed, 
it was impossible to get it under that 
time. \Vhereas, by the J\felbourne route, 
lrtters insufficiently stamped in London 
came on to their destination, and the defi­
cient postage, with the addition of 6d. fine 
on each letter, was charged upon delivery. 
The most careful person might make a 
mistake occasionally, in stamping letters ; 
and honourable members must agree with 
him (Mr. Box) that the penalty of deten­
tion was too severr, and that it would 
be much better in every way to make the 
deficiency payable, with a fine, on delivery. 
Certainly, he thought that letters by the 
Torres Straits mail route should be placed 
in the same position as letters by the Mel­
bourne route. Those were the reasons 
why he had called the attention of the 
Postmaster-General to the subject; and, 
because he thought it right honourable 
members should know the practice pre­
vailing, he had trespassed on the attention 
of the House. 

The PosTMASTER-GENERAL said he was 
not himself a ware that there was any differ­
ence in the practice of sending the mails 
from the United Kingdom via Melbourne 
and 'L•ia Torres Straits. However, the 
matter was very simple. A certain scale 
of charges was laid down for the carriage 
of letters from the United Kingdom to this 
colony; due notice hacl been given of that; 
and inattention to it entailed certain conse­
quences. The question had been agitated 

at home, whether, in the event of letters 
being insufficiently stamped, the authorities 
in London ought not to do something-to 
despatch the letters. Hitherto the postal 
authorities of Great Britain had thought it 
inexpedient to do anything of the sort. It 
seemed to him (the Postmaster-General) 
that the action taken was quite proper. The 
public had sufficient intimation as to the 
charges made ; there would be a consider­
able amount of uncertainty in the collection 
of the deficiency of postage at this side of 
the world ; and to undertake it would be to 
offer a premium to persons at home to post 
letters insufficiently stamped and to throw 
the burden of the payment of the deficiency 
on those who would receive them in the 
colony. Such was the practice in the 
colonies before the Imperial Government 
insisted upon the pre-payment of all letters 
despatched. If the Government gave way 
to the wish of the honourable member, they 
would be going back to the inconvenient 
practice which was in force some time ago. 
He might state in regard to the ques­
tion that, practically, letters insufficiently 
stam1Jed here were not detained, but were 
forwarded, when the sender's name a p­
pearecl on the outside of the envelope and 
he was a person of substance and known 
respectability ; the officers of the depart­
ment taking it upon themselves occasion­
ally to pay the deficiency of postage out of 
their own pockets, relying u11on the sender 
to make it good upon being informed of his 
mistake ;-but that was a matter ex gratilt 
entirely. It would, he thought, be most in­
convenient to adopt the practice as pointrd 
out by the Honourable Mr. Box, and it 
would be altogether inexpedient. '\Vithout 
furthrr explanation on the point, he should 
feel considerable difficulty in taking action 
in the way indicated. 

The Hon. T. L.MURRAY-PRroR: From his 
experience, what the honourable gentleman 
representing the Government had stated 
was correct. The system in England was 
pre-payment. On a former occasion the 
same matter as was now raised by the 
Honourable Mr. Box was taken up ; the 
office in London was communicated with, 
and the Imperial authorities distinctly 
refused. His (Mr. Murray-Prior's) reason 
for rising, now, was to say that he thought 
the Postmaster-General could easily have 
given the explanation at the outset which 
he had given afterwards; and, really, it 
would have been the more courteous way 
of dealing with the Honourable Mr. Box, 
to have answered him at first. He had 
thought the honourable gentleman hacl not 
understood the question, and that it was a 
pity-the explanation might have been 
given so easily. 

The PRESIDENT : He was afraid that 
none of the honourable gentlemen who 
had addressed the House on the question 
had quite ma6tered it. They were not, 
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apparently, aware that the same question 
arose in the House of Commons not long 
ago. The Postmaster-General was asked 
in the House of Commons-vVhether it was 
the practice to open letters insufficiently 
stamped addressed to the Australian colo­
nies, to read them, and to return them to the 
persons by whom they had been posted ? 
-and the right honourable gentleman ac· 
knowledged that such was the case ;-he 
said the letters were not read as a rule, but 
that they were always opened and returned 
to the writers. He (the President), of his 
own knowledge, was aware that such was 
not the case always, because he had 
received letters insufficiently stamped with 
a demand to pay the amount of deficiency ; 
and he supposed other honourable gentle­
men had the same experience. He almost 
forgot to add that the Postmaster-General 
at home said that an effort had been made 
to bring the Australian postal authorities 
to consent to the transmi:"sion of those 
letters insufficiently stamped and the collec­
tion of the deficiency upon their arrival in 
the colonies. but that the colonial authorities 
declined to ~fford any assistance. It seemed 
to him (the President) desirable, certainly, 
that such an arrangement should be made. 
Two honourable gentlemen having expe­
rience of the office of Postmaster-General 
had addressed the House, both better up 
in the duties of that office than anybody 
t>lse; and they had stated what the practice 
was. As had been remarked by the Hon· 
ourable Mr. Box, the most careful person 
might accidentally post a letter insufficiently 
stamped ; and it seemed Yery hard that it 
should be detained six weeks thcrefor. He 
(the President) thought. that some agree­
ment m1ght be arrived at by the post o~ce 
authorities in England and the Austrahan 
colonies to avoid the h1eonvenience corn· 
plained of, and the more so, inasmuch as 
England was willing to enter into it, whilst 
the colonies were not. 

The Hon. A. H. BRoWN observed that 
what struck him, was, that the honourable 
Mr. Box said he had received, since he 
put the motion on the pa.per, two letters 
with deficient stamps viu Melbourne ; and 
that, if an arrangement for forwarding 
sueh letters existed under one postal 
contract, it should be carried out under 
another. He could not see why the same 
facilities offered by Great Britain to Vic­
toria should not be availed of by this 
colony. A fine could be inflicted on those 
who failed to put the proper stamps on 
letters. But he did not see why this colony 
should be placed in the difficulty pointed 
out by the Honourable Mr. Box, when the 
deficiency could be collected here. He had 
not the slightest doubt that Great Britain 
would listen to a proposal from Queens­
land and make reciprocal arrangements; 
and that, if letters sent hence were insuffi. 
ciently stamped, the l'equh'ed deficiency 

could be collected at home. He trusted 
that the Postmaster-General would see the 
policy of relieving merch~nts and othe~ cor­
respondents from the d1fficulty descnbed. 
It could not be a matter of very serious 
consequence to do so, as regarded the 
departmeptal arrangements. Some notice 
should be taken of the matter. 

The PosniASTER-GENBRAL said he would 
inquire into the practice that prevailed 
between Victoria and Great Britain, and 
ascertain whether there was a different 
policy adopted in regard to that colony. 
At the same time, he must add that the 
chief difficulty which suggested its~lf to 
his mind was, that, instead of bemg a 
convenience, the laying down the rule 
desired by the honourable member who 
raised the question would be penalising the 
colonists : if a letter or document was in­
sufficiently stamped in England and .for­
warded out here, the person who rece1ved 
it had to pay not only the deficient postage, 
but he was fined also. The result would 
be that documents ou whieh the postage 
was 5s. would be deposited in the post 
office bearing a penny stamp, and they 
would have to be forwarded, and the people 
of this colony would have to pay the defi­
ciency. Large parcels, samples, and other 
such commodities for the benefit of the 
mercantile community, came out to the 
colony by cvPry mail. It would be offering 
a prt>mium to persons at home, who were 
legion, to send them out in order that 
persons in the colony might have the plea­
sure of getting their samples and paying 
postage and penalty on them. 

At the request of the Hon. \V. D. Box, 
The motion for adjournment was, by 

leave, withdrawn. 

OOXSTRUCTION OF RAILWAYS. 

The PosTMAsTER-GENERAL moved, m 
pursuance of notice, the following :-

(1.) 'fhat this House approve of the following 
plans, sections, and books of reference sent up 
by the Legislative Assembly for the approval 
of the Council, namely :-

1. The plans, sections, and book of reference 
of the e-xtension of the railway from 
vV m·wick to Stanthorpe. 

2. The plans, sections, and book of reference 
of the raihmy from Maryborough to 
Gympie. 

3. The plans, sections, and book of reference 
of the railway from :Bundaberg towards 
Mount Perry. 

4. The plans, sections, and book of reference 
of the extension of the railway from 
Comet to Emerald Downs. 

5. The plans, sections. and book of reference 
of the extension of the railway from 
Dulacca to Roma. 

6. The plans, sections, and bouk of reference 
of the railway from Townsville towards 
Charters Towers. 



Construction of Railways. [30 AUGUST.] Consfrurtion of Railways. 201 

(2.) That such approval be notified to the 
Legislative Assembly, by message in the usual 
form. 
These resolutions, he said, might be re­
garded almost as old friends of the Cham­
ber. They were almost identical in 
terms with resolutions which excited a 
great deal of discussion during last session 
and which narrowly escaped being carried 
through the Council. 'l'he subject of rail­
way extension had been again brought before 
the representatives of the people and had 
again met with their almost unanimous ap­
proval ; and now it presented itself to the 
Council for the second time. He felt pretty 
sanguine that honourable gentlemen having 
had the benefit o£ one year's consideration 
of the subject, and having in view the 
growing feeling of the public out of doors, 
as well as the strong feeling amongst the 
representatives of the people, would be more 
inclined to favour the proposition laid 
before them this session than they were in­
clined to favour it last session. He pre­
sented the proposition dealing with six rail­
ways in one resolution, the first-because 
the resolution had come up from the Legis­
lative Assembly in that shape; not from a 
desire to force all the railways upon the 
acceptance of honourable members; though, 
at the same time, he was extremely anxious 
that they should all meet with their ap­
proval. He announced when the House 
were discussing the Railway Reserves Bill 
what the policy of the Government was 
with regard to rail way construction. \7\'fien 
the Western Railway Act was passed in 
1874, he took it that honourable gentlemen 
by their votes committed themselves to the 
construction of the railway from Da.lby 
towards Roma, at all events; and he took 
it, also, similarly, that when they passed 
the Ra1lway Reserves Act of this session 
they committed themselves to the construc­
tion of the railways which the Government 
then intimated it wa~ their intention to 
undertake, and which were set forth in the 
resolutions now before the House. He went 
fully into the railway question on the second 
reading oE the measure last named, and 
he pointed out that this colony was bohind 
the other colonies in pushing forward such 
important public works; and that the re­
qmrements of modern civilization insisted. 
upon the adoption of the most important 
and certain means of communication, which 
railways afforded, between producing and 
consuming countries. In advocating rail­
ways he was sure that he expressed the 
feeling of all persons of liberal and pro­
gressive tendeneies, that this young 
colony, in order to encourage population to 
come here to develop its resources, and to 
make it attractive to others, must offc>r 
facilities for bringing the prodncer as 
speedily as possible into communication 
with the consumer. If Queensland was to 
keep pace in progress with the other colo-

nies posscs~ing similar attractions, public 
works must be pushed forward here as 
rapidly as they were in the south. Hon­
ourable members by their votes appeared 
decidedly to favour his contention, and 
they appropriated lands in certain districts 
for the purpose of railway construction. 
The only point that required elucidation 
was the mode in which the Government 
intended to construct the railways then 
foreshadowed. The House were of course 
entitled to information showing that the 
Government were not going to be reckless in 
their proposed expenditure. "With regard 
to the railways, he might state that upon 
none of those works had the Go1ernment 
entered without taking great care to have 
the best information as to cost, to secure as 
far as possible economy of construction. 
When the question of construction was 
under discussion in the Cabinet, the Govern­
ment thought it desirable to take into their 
confidence to assist them in their delibera­
tions, the three engineers connected with 
the railways of the colony; and on the 
unanimous testimony of those officers with 
regard to the practicability of carrying out 
the railways effectively and economically, 
the Government decided upon the scheme 
which was now submitted for the approval 
of the House. The first of the railways 
proposed was from Warwick to Stanthorpe. 
He did not know that he need dilate 
upon the desirability of that work, as the 
Council, last year, affirmed its construction, 
not only to Stanthorpe, but intimated that 
the line should go further and approach 
the southern bm;der of the colony. The 
Government did not propose to go beyond 
Stanthorpe, now; their chief reason being 
that the line would be ultimately pushed 
forward to meet the extension of the rail­
way of New South Wales northwards to 
the border. Several schemes of extension 
in this direction had been devised 'by the 
New South Wales authorities, but none 
decided on. However, judging by the 
recommendations of the engineers of the 
Government, they all tended towards some 
point near Tenterfield. As Stanthorpe 
was but a short distance from that place, 
it would be prudent to wait a little, for the 
final opinion of the Government of New 
South Wales as to the direction of their 
extension, so that the decision of the junc­
tion might be arrived at before Queenslann 
completed its southern extension. 'Ihe 
distance from Warwick to StHnthorpe was 
forty and a-half miles. The Government 
had the permanent surveys completed, as 
now submitted to the House. Several 
trial snrveys had been undertaken and 
eomuletod, and the permanent survey had 
been arrived at after very mature delibe­
ration. The line started from the present 
terminal station on the north side of the 
Condamine, skirted along the bank of 
the rin'r a short distance, then along 
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by the back of the pound, and crossed 
the Condamine near the hospital, run­
ning thence parallel with Lyon street to 
a small station near the Post Office ; thence 
going on towards Stanthorpe. An alterna­
tive line had been surveyed going more 
through the centre of the town. It had 
been found that that line, though a little 
shorter than the one adopted, would involve 
a increased expenditure of money, and 
would not possess the same convenience. 
By the parliamentary plan submitted to 
the House, improved means for effectively 
crossing the Condamine and avoiding risks 
from floods were secured at a decreased 
cost ; the curves were less and the gradients 
were more favourable, and fewer streets in 
Warwick had to be crossed and less town 
property to be passed through ; and it was 
estimated that a saving of £3,300 would be 
effected. There were other det'1ils ; but he 
need only state that, in addition to the 
two terminal stations, there would be five 
intermediate stations, one being the small 
station near the Post Office, in Warwick 
itself, to which he had referred, and the 
others, Rosenthal Creek, for watering 
chiefly ; Maryland, Rosenthal paddocks, 
and Cherry Gully. They were all provided 
for in the estimates. The total cost of the 
line, including ten per cent. for contingen­
cies, was £349,411 14s. 6d.; or, at the rate 
of £8,553 per mile. The work was, as, of 
course, honourable gentlemen were aware, 
the extension of one of the main trunk lines 
of railway of Queensland. The average 
eost per mile was in excess of what the 
Government were now getting the Western 
Railway towards Roma constructed for; 
but the increase arose because a consider­
able portion of the country traversed was 
difficult. The bridge over the Conda­
mine would alone cost £12,280 ; and, with 
other bridges, culverts, and drains, would 
involve altogether £61,980. Although the 
cost was comparatively large, yet the gain 
to the country would be equally large. By 
the construction of the railway, the mineral 
resources of Stanthorpe would be developed; 
and they already contributed materially to 
the prosperity of the colony ;-besides it 
would attract for the purpose of transport 
the tin which was produced in large quan­
tities in the northern part of the neighbour­
ing colony, as well as the agricultural pro­
duce of a considerable portion of New 
England. He thought he had heard honour­
able members not as sanguine as he, say that 
the production of tin had deteriorated. By 
scientific authorities he learned only a few 
days since that the tin mines of this colony 
and the neighbouring district of New 
South Wales were deemed so prolific 
that they had shut up the tin mines of 
Cornwall. At the comparatively small 
cost of £350,000, the value of the resources 
of the district would be immensely en­
hanced, and the productions and means of 

the colony greatly increased. Proceeding 
northward, he came to the two lines of rail­
way in the vVide Bay and Burnett district. 
The first was that from Maryborough to 
Gympie. With regard to that work, it 
appeared to him that there could not pos­
sibly be a doubt as to its necessity. The 
claims of the district had been hitherto 
entirely ignored by the Legislature. The 
population of the district was 24,000. No 
public work of importance except the 
Maryborough Bridge, which was abso­
lutely necessary, and which was con­
structed at a very cheap rate, had been 
carried out in the Wide Bay district. 

The Hon. A. H. BRoWN : Hear hear. 
'rhe PosrMASTER-GENERAL: Contrasted 

with what had been done in the Central 
district, which was not more than it was 
entitled to, as it contained a fair population, 
23,000 souls-there had been expended in 
that district, on railways alone, upwards of 
a million of money, and the expenditure 
was to be further increased, properly so, if 
justice was clone to the rest of the colony­
nothing had been done for Wide Bay. The 
railway from Maryborough to Gympie 
would connect two populous and -very im­
portant towns. Any person who had tra-vel­
led o-ver the road between them, as he had, 
must feel satisfied that it was absolutely 
impossible to construct a fair tra-versable 
road and to maintain it at a less cost than 
was necessary for the construction and 
maintenance of a railway of the character 
the Government proposed. By the con­
struction of the railway not only would the 
large agricultural resources of 'the country 
now bei11g opened up for several miles out­
side of Maryborough and along the banks 
of the river be more fully developed than 
was possible otherwise ; but the mineral 
resources,-gold, copper, and others,-of 
Gympre would be made available. to the 
world. He could hardly think that hon­
ourable gentlemen would seriously disre­
gard the claims of the district. The colony 
was deeply indebted to that district for its 
present prosperity. He remembered the 
time, some ten years ago, when Queensland 
was in exceedingly low water indeed ; 
and he remembered most distinctly 
what was the effect on trade, and 
and on every i11terest of the colony, of the 
discovery of the gold field of Gympie. 
Notwithstanding what that district had 
done for the colony, its claims had 
been ignored. He trusted that on the 
present occasion honourable gentlemen 
were, as a body, inclined to do what he 
considered was but justice to the district. 
The distance between Maryborough and 
Gympie was 62 miles 39 chains ; and, 
according to the estimate, which provided 
very fully to meet ever-y contingency, the 
railway could be constructed for £320,478 
7s. 6d., or at the rate of £5,127 per mile. 
For the construction of a raiiway between 
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the two towns, numerous surveys had been 
carried out in the district, and the fullest 
inquiries had boon made by tho Govern­
ment, through their officers. The route 
finally determined on and proposed now 
for the approval of the House, started from 
a place in Maryborough called the Ninety­
acre Reserve, and followed the northern 
bank of the Mary river through the agri­
cultural district to which he had referred, 
via Yengarie and Ramsey's saw-mills to 
Antigua, ; then, crossing the river a short 
distance above the su!lar-mill, the line 
passed on the western" side of Tiaro. ; 
thence by Gootehie and Curra stations, and, 
following up the watershed of the right­
hand branch of the Curra Creek, it traversed 
eight to nine miles of broken country to the 
north of Gympic, and terminated in what 
might be termed the principal business 
part of the town--the centre of Gympie, on 
the ndge by the back of the court-house. 
One of the last surveys made was of a 
more direct line than the one adopted by 
the Government; it crossed the Mary in 
what he might say was the centre of the 
town, below Prince's Ferry, and thence to 
Owanilla, saving five miles in length, but 
involving a bridge tha,t vYould cost £55,000, 
and not opening up agricultural land;­
in fact, the country was bad, so bad 
that the Government would not make 
a railway by that route. There was, also, 
a third route surveyed, by Bailey's Falls; 
it was longer than the lino 1!i a y engarie 
and Antigua; and it was out of the ques­
tion as compared with the line now pro­
posed. The Mary would be crossed by one 
bridge which would involve an expenditure 
of something like £12,000 ; at any rate, 
considerably less than would be required if 
the direct route was chosen. In addition 
to the terminal stations at Maryborough 
and Gympie, there were five stations pro­
vided for :-Yengarie, 9 miles, from Mary­
borough; Antigua, 15~ miles; Tiaro, 21~ 
miles ; Gootchie, 32 miles ; Curra, 53 miles. 
The third line of railway proposed by the 
resolution was that from Bundaberg towards 
Mount Perry. A great many of the obser­
vations he had madE' respecting the desira­
bility of the second line would apply to the 
third. with equal justice. The mineral 
resources of the Mount Perry district were 
undoubted; and similarly the agricultural 
lands along the banks of the Burnett to 
within a few miles of Bundaberg were also 
undoubted. However, it was anticipated 
that the traffic along this railway, for some 
time to come, would not be very large, ancl 
the Government had determined, upon the 
advice of one of their engineers who had 
made the survey, to ap11ly here a cheap 
method of construction. The distance, ac­
cording to the plans now submitted, from 
Bundaberg toN ew Moonta, short of Mount 
Perry, was 49 miles 42 chains. It vms pro­
posed to savP expPnSP in the construction 

of the line by doing without fencing except 
where the line ran through purchased land, 
and by making the earthworks and perma­
nent way less heavy than usual, and by using 
lighter rails and lighter rolling-stock; and 
it was calculated that the cost per mile 
would be £:3,050 per mile, or a saving of 
something like £2,000 per mile on the 
former estimate. Besides the tempo­
rary terminal station at Bnndaberg, the 
following stations were provided for :­
Bingera, 12 miles 40 chains ; Kolan road, 
21 miles 30 chains ; Gin Gin Creek, 29 
miles 10 chains; Moonboolaman Creek, 
41 miles 7 chains ; the fifth, where the 
line diverged from the route which 
would be ultimately followed to Mount 
Perry, distant nearly 46 miles from Mount 
Perry ; and the sixth, the proposed tem­
porary terminus, about 20 chains from 
the works of the New Moonta Company, 
at 49 miles 42 chains 6:3links from Bunda­
berg. There was, it appeared, abundance 
of material for sleepers and other require­
ments of the works throughout the whole 
of the route, and the opportunity would be 
there afforded of practically testing the 
question whether it was possible to con­
struct cheap lines of railway capable of 
doing the work that this country required 
of them. The fourth line of railway pro­
posed was the extension from Comet to 
Emerald Downs. He did not know whe­
ther honourable members would expect 
him to say much about it. It was the 
extension of a main trunk line of 30 miles. 
The works towards the Comet were very 
nearly completed; and, as soon as the 
House had agreed to the further extension, 
or by the time the money should have been 
voted for the new work, the labourers now 
engaged on the line would be ready to go 
on towards Emerald Downs. The distance 
was 30 miles, and the estimated cost was 
£150,000, or £5,000 per mile. That was 
more than might probably have been 
expected, owing to the comparative even­
ness of the country ; but a great expense 
was necessary from the fact that three 
bridges would have to be constructed, 
which, however, were the only important 
works. He might state that the Govern­
ment, in order to keep the workmen 
employed, in anticipation of Parliament 
approving of the line, had sanctioned the 
engineer's taking steps towards the con­
struction of those bridges. The fifth rail­
way was the line from Dulacca to Roma. 
It also was an extension of one of the 
main trunk lines, and one which the House 
decidedly agreed to when they assented to 
the Western Railway Act of 1874. Parlia­
mentary authority had been given already 
for the construction of the line to Dulacca 
at £4,300 per mile; and he had satisfaction 
in saying that it was confidently anticipated 
that the line would be constructed for less 
than that figure. The distance from 
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Dulacca to Roma was 61 miles 66'90 chains. 
The cost was estimated to be a little over 
that of the works now in progress, but that 
was owing to the fact that the line traversed 
more difficult country from an engineering 
point of view ; but the greater cost was 
only about £300 per mile. The total esti­
mate was £286,619, or £4,636 per mile. 
It was said, now, and it was confidently 
believed, too, that the railway would reach 
Dulacca by the 1st of January, 1879; and 
that if authority was given for the con­
struction of the line now proposed, the line 
to Roma would be open for traffic, right 
through, by the 1st of November of the 
same year. The whole distance of 166 
miles, from Dalby to Roma, would thus be 
traversed by railway within three and a­
ha!£ years from the commencement of the 
works; or, the construction would be at the 
rate of 47 miles per annum, which would 
contrast very fa1ourably, he was informed 
by the engineers, with the progress of similar 
works in the southern colonies. Fortunately 
it would not be necessary to go to any consid­
erable expense for land for a terminal sta­
tion, as Mr. Fitzgibbon, a considerable time 
ago, made a large reserve of land, and thus 
provided for a terminal station at Roma. 
The last railway was that from Townsville 
to Charters Towers. The survey was not 
completed up to Charters Towers, but it 
was complete to a point 50 miles 56 chains 
distant fr()m Townsville. The estimated 
cost of the line was £256,119, or an average 
of £5,051 13s. 4d. per mile. Though not a 
main trunk line, yet it was anticipated that 
ultimately the railway from Townsville 
to Charters Towers must be further ex­
ended; and it would, therefore, be con-

structed in a solid and substantial manner, 
capable of doing its work thoroughly and 
properly. It would not only bring down 
to the seaboard the mineral productions of 
the Charters Towers district, but it would, 
also, at a comparatively early date bring 
down the produce of the Barcoo and the 
rich pastoral district of Diamantina. He 
did not know that he need further insist 
upon the construction of the line. Towns­
ville was a very important place, as honour­
able members knew; its imports and exports 
were second only to those of Brisbane. 
Charters Towers and Ravenswood were 
apparently inexhaustible goldfields. He 
had gone over the six railways embodied in 
the resolutions, and he hoped that honour­
able gentlemen would feel inclined to vote 
for them as they stood. It was quite com­
petent, however, he admitted-and as he 
found out to his cost, last year-for any 
honourable member to take exception to 
any particular line. But he hoped the 
House would, on this occasion, give way 
to what was apparently the wish of the 
representatives of the people, manifested 
twice over, that the works proposed should 
be constructed. With regard to cost, he 

had referred somewhat fully to it, and it 
was satisfactory to know that, although in 
the early days of railway construction in 
this colony, we paid rather dearly for rail­
ways, yet now they were constructed within 
the estimates of the Government engineers, 
and the cost per mile was considerably 
less than what our neighbours were getting 
theirrailways constructed for. In Victoria 
the average cost per mile was £19,530, and 
in New South Wales, £16,971; whilst the 
most expensive of the lines now proposed 
for Queensland was estimated at £8,55:3 
per mile ; and one was to be constructed 
at the rate of £3,050 ; and another at the 
rate of £4,636, per mile. Those figures 
showed, at all events to his own mind, 
that the engineers of Queensland were 
alive to the necessity of constructing 
railways economically, consistently with 
the works being done substantially. That 
being so, he trusted honourable gentle­
men would by their votes show that 
the Government were justified in mak­
ing their proposals, and that in making 
them they were doing only what was abso­
lutely necessary for the prosperity of the 
country. 

The Hon. F. T. GREGORY ~aid, as on 
former occasions, when the Postmaster­
General made a long statement in regard to 
any proposition of magnitude, he had to 
congratulate the honourable gentleman on 
the clearness and perspicuity with which he 
presented the subject to the House. There 
were, however, one or two points on which 
he thought the honourable gentleman had 
totally omitted to enlighten the House. 
When the question was before the Council, 
la,st session, the honourable gentleman was 
twitted with his utter failure to produce 
auy statistics tending to support the con­
struction of the railways proposed; it was 
frequently thrown in his teeth thiit he had 
not produced such information as was re­
quired ; and he was quite unable to show 
the amount of traffic, passengers, or goods, 
or the population of the districts through 
which the railways passed-except from 
Maryborough to Gympie-adequate to jus­
tify the large expenditure involved in the 
works. He (Mr. Gregory) was not now 
speaking with regard to the whole group 
of railways, but the two or three lines 
which were most strenuously opposed, and 
which were the cause of the whole being 
withdrawn last session. There were many 
honourable gentlemen who generally voted 
on his side who were quite willing to 
accept two or three of the lines; and it 
was only in consequence of the persistence 
of the Government in refusing to make any 
change in the group that the whole were 
lost. He should not say that on the pre­
sent occasion he was prepared to join with 
other members in throwing out or objecting 
to any of the railways; because he was 
convinced that the onus of constructing or 
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deferring them lay with the Government 
of the day, according to the financial con­
dition of the colony. Still if the Honse 
passed the resolutions, that would be 
tantamount to their acquiescence in the 
construction of the whole of the lines. 
He should confine his remarks to one or 
two points; and, first, with regard to the 
lines which he thought could be con­
structed with advantage to the colony, 
under existing circumstances. as distinct 
from those lines which could not be under­
taken without considerable prejudice to the 
best interests of the colony by embarrass­
ing its finances and very materially disturb­
ing the distribution of labour. With regard 
to the Stanthorpe railway, there was no 
doubt that while the yield of tin continued as 
it was last year, the line would pay a small 
percentage; that was, it would pay suffi­
cient to make the work worth undertaking. 
It was certainly a very expensive line to 
construct ; but, as it was a continuation of 
an existing main trunk railway, it could be 
worked without a large additional plant 
and rolling-stock, such as must be involved 
by any entirely new line. There was a 
vast differenre in starting a line where a 
separate staff of engineers and officials, 
besides new rolling-stock, were necessary 
to \York it. For the vVarw:iek and Stan­
thorpe extension everything in that way 
wa,s already organized and existing; and all 
that would be necessary for its working, 
when constructed, would be the appoint­
ment of a few additional minor servants 
and the providing of some additional 
trucks. The engineers had made a very 
fair estimate of the cost, one which would 
not be so much exceeded as was generally 
the case. Still, fair as it was, he (Mr. 
Gregory) thought the line would not be 
carried out without an additional expen­
diture of 25 per cent. upon the total 
amount. It was very doubtful whether 
Stanthorpe was the right point to which 
to construct the Southern Main Trunk 
Railway approaching the border of this 

. colony and New South vV ales. From 
additional information afforded to the 
public, it became still more doubtful 
whether Queensland was adopting a 
wise courst' in this undertaking ; and 
w hetlter the Government should not first 
settle with the neighbouring colony at 
which· point on the boundary the inter­
colonial railway~ should join. If the Honse 
could feel confident that the present Gov­
ernment would not rush at once into expense 
-that, having obtained the sense of Parlia­
ment in favour of the southern exten­
sion they would not go on with the works 
until they had arranged with New South 
Wales to meet the northern extension of 
that colony-there would be little to object 
to in the proposition under consideration ; 
for the settlement of that point would 
seriously affect the work undertaken, and 

the benefit to be derived from it. The 
Maryborough and Gympie railway cer­
tainly seemed to be one which, as regarded 
population, might fairly be undertaken; 
that was if population alone was a suffi­
cient basis on which to commence the 
construction of a railway in any new dis­
trict. But against that there was the very 
serious drawback that nothing was shown 
by the engineers, or from any other source 
of information available to the public, as to 
the present amount or the future prospects 
of traffic on the line being in any way 
commensurate to the enormous cost en­
tailed. The rail way would not open up any 
new district for agriculture, and that inter­
est was not large. No doubt, minerals o£ 
considerable value were raised; but, being 
chiefly gold, the whole amount for the 
year could be conveyed to the seaboard 
by the ordinary means at a very small 
cost. It seemed absurd that an expensive 
railway should be constructed to carry 
gold, no matter what its value might be. 
Gold could be carried for a price so ab­
surdly low as to tonnage, that the cost 
could not enter into the question at all of 
the construction of railways. A small 
amount of minerals had, no doubt, come 
down from the Gympie district ; but there 
was no evidence that the quantity would 
increase. As to the ~ugar industry, the 
produce came down by the Mary River; 
so that a railway was not wanted for it. 
Consequently, he could not discover what 
interest, or what elass of produce, or what 
passenger traffic, called for the construc­
tion of the railway. The same ar{)'uments 
as were advanced against the line fast year 
applied now. No alteration had taken 
place in the circumstances of the country 
under which honourable members voted 
against the line last year. The railway 
from Bundaberg to Mount Perry appeared 
to have been introduced really as a sop to the 
district. The closure of the mines that it 
was supposed to give access to showed 
that the only excuse for making the rail­
way-he thought he was not using an 
improper term-no longer existed; the only 
excuse was, that the railway would carry 
minerals from Moonta to the seaboard; 
and now no minerals were raised in the 
district that would pay for half-a-dozen 
miles cf railway. There was nothing to 
carry now, so that a railway was not 
wanted. However, he should leave the 
subject to honourable members who knew 
a little more about the district than he did. 
Pas~ing to the fourth railway, from Comet 
to :Emerald Downs, it was one with which 
he concurred wholly. It was the extension 
of an existing line in operation ; and it 
would not entail the expense to which he 
before alluded in eonnection with a totally 
new line ; while it would enhance the 
profits of the existing line, and confer 
great benefits on the whole territory which 
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would be brought into connection with the 
railway. He looked upon it as second only, 
if second, to the railway to Roma. Both 
lines tapped most valuable districts of 
Queensland, and they would promote the 
profitable occupation of the far interior and 
the general prosperity of the colony. His 
remarks were equally applicable to the fifth 
railway of the group. The line to Roma 
would can-y traffic through the most inhos­
pitable part of the colony lying between 
the settled and valuable district of Darling 
Downs and the important and rich pastures 
which commenced in the vicinity of Rm:iu 
and extended thence for hundreds of miles. 
The arguments advanced in support of that 
line by the Postmaster-General were not 
only just, but a great deal more might he 
said in support of the extension to Roma. 
He (Mr. Gregory) should not, however, 
detain the House in making further com­
ments upon it, but only say that he fully 
endorsed what the honourable gentleman 
had said, and that his advocacy would be 
fully endorsed by everyone who understood 
the subject. There was no need for fur­
ther discussion. Coming to the sixth rail­
way, from Townsville to Charters Towers, 
there was no doubt that at no distant period 
that line would he one whieh the country 
would be fully justified in constructing; 
but it was a matter of very serious doubt 
whether the Government should attempt 
more than the three lines to which he had 
favourably referred, for fear of the em­
barrassment of the labour question. So 
many large public works going on sinml­
taneously would involve the importation 
directly, either by the Government or 
the contrartors, of a large quantitv of 
labour; and, in the latter case, the· con­
tractors would be compelled to tender at 
rates so much above what they ought to be, 
as to enhance the cost of the railways beyond 
what the colony would be justified in 
incurring at present. The line from Towns­
ville to Charters Towers was one that the 
Government might keep in reserve for the 
employment of labour when it should be in 
excess, or after the requirements of the 
other lines had been met. Indeed, the 
principle to be adopted by this young 
country in regard to public works, was to 
keep them goin~ at an even rate, and not to 
do anything wh1ch would disturb the labour 
market either by attracting labour from 
other interests, or by a sudden stoppage, 
throwing a large number of persons out of 
employment; for this might occur from a 
financial crisis, like that of 186n, or other 
difficulty over which the Government could 
exercise no control, such as an European 
war. He counselled that the colony should 
not be embarrassecl by any attempt of the 
governing body to run before it could walk. 
Dealing generally with the question of rail­
ways, he should give some statistics from 
the report of Mr. Higinbotham, the Engi-

neer-in-Chief of Railways in Yictoria, who 
had bPt>n authorised by the Government of 
that colony to make a tour, which extendNl 
over two yettrs, to gather information con­
nected with rail wa,ys in Europe, America, 
and Asia. He regretted that the report 
was not in the hands of every honourable 
member; it was a very valuable document. 
It was written in no 11arty S]1irit, but 
purely with profes~ional knowledge of the 
railways described, of their construction, 
of their requirements, of their efficiency 
and economy, and showing what was best 
in them. Mr. Higinbotham had gone very 
far into the subject, and into other matters 
which it was nut nece:,:sary at thP prc,sent 
moment to di~cuss. The report was most 
exhaustive, and the information given was 
very valuable. In the first place, with 
regard to the United States of America, 
:M:r. Higinbotham gave the following par­
ticulars as to the cost of railways :-In 
six New England States, the cost per mile 
exdusive of rolling-stock was £8,0UO. He 
(:Mr. Gregory) might here 11ause to say, that 
in bringing forward those statistics he did 
~t for the p~rposc of showing how highly 
Improbable 1t was that this colony shonlll 
construct its ~·ailways for the prices that 
had been estimated by the Gowrnment 
engineers. In the six l\'ticldle States, taking 
New York and othrrs, which were very 
populom, and in which the co~t of rail­
ways was enhanced by the value of land 
purchased for the works, the railways cost 
an average of ,£12,870 per mile. In the 
tl1irteen \Vest ern States the co~t was £8,940 
per mile ; and in the twelve Southern 
States, it was £7,320 per mile ; while in 
California the average cost per mile of the 
railways was £18,000. He had grouped the 
States in that way to show the expenditure 
in the populous districts, which was im­
mense as compaTed with others but thinly 
settled. The figures must seem rather 
strange in the face of the number of arti­
cles that had bren thrmt clown the throats 
of the public during the last two or three 
years in re~pl'Ct to the low-cost railways of 
America. 

The PosnrAsTER-Gm<ERAL: Hear, hear. 
The Hon. :F. T. GrrEGORY: Those posi­

tive and oolid facts that be gave were Yery 
much bettrr than mere expressions of opi­
nion which some persons put forward : they 
were ihe result of the observation of a man 
of solid knowledge and understanding, the 
Engineer-in-Chief of Railways in Victoria, 
a man of standing in his profession. He (Mr. 
Grcgory) now came to the population basis, 
which he had been anxious that the Post­
master-General should have giwn to the 
House as a justification for the works pro­
posed by him. In the United States the 
population varied: in some, it was as low 
as 115 inhabitants to the mile of railway; 
in others, it ran as high as 1,420 inhabi­
tants to the mile of railway. In Queens-
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land, he thought the popnlation would be 
very much nearer the lower .Proportion 
than the higher one o£ Amenca. The 
average o£ America was 580 inhabitants to 
the mile o£ railway. Taking the propor­
tion o£ working expenses to the receipts o£ 
railways, they varied from 41 to 78 per 
cent., the average being about 63~ per 
cent. ; showing that though the American 
engineers had, £or years, endeavoured. to 
carry out the construction o£ railways upon 
the most economical principles, yet they hacl 
failed to make them by any means a finan­
cial success. The railways were involved 
in very heavy debts; and i£ it was not that, 
in some instances, preferential stock was 
issued, by which some o£ the States were 
burdened with a very heavy annual pay­
ment to make up the deficiency o£ the 5 per 
cent. guarantee to the companies that con­
structed the railways, the lines could not 
be maintained in operation. He should 
now read a few passages from Mr. Higin­
botham's report, bearing upon the statistics 
which he had just furnished. In page 27, 
referring to the alleged low cost o£ railways 
in America, those remarks occurred :-

" The following information is taken from 
Poor's Manual of the Railroads of the United 
States, 1874--5, which is the recognized authority 
on the subject. It may be interesting to those 
who have not an opportunity of referring to the 
:Manual itself, and will serve to show how incor­
rect the statements are which have been made 
with great confidence, both hm•e and elsewhere, 
as to the small cost at which railroads in the 
United States have been constructed. 

"The total length of railroads in the U nit.ed 
States at the end of 1873 was 70,651 miles, dis­
tributed as follows :-

New England States ... 
Middle States .. . 
Western States .. . 
Southern States .. . 
Pacific States 

Total miles ... 

5,314 miles. 
14,019 
33,772 
15,353 
2,193 " 

70,651 

"The length of the railroads which were in 
operation throughout the year 1873, and of 
which statistical information is given in the 
Manual for 1874-5, was 66,237 miles ; and the 
aggregate cost of these roads was 3,784,5<13,034 
dollars, giving an average cost per mile of 
57,134 dollars. In 1872, the average cost was 
55,116 dollars, and in 1871, 59,726 dollars. 
Taking 4'86 dollars to be equal to £1 sterling, 
the average cost of the railroads which were in 
operation in the United States throughout the 
year li-73 was £11,756 sterling per mile. Of 
the whole 66,237 miles, not much more than 
one-fourth are to be found in the New England 
and Middle States, where the lines are well 
constructed. The railroads which make up the 
rest of the mileage are all single lines : they 
are, for the most part, without fences, ballast, 
and signals ; the stations are few and far 
between ; and the price paid for land, when it 
J:as been necessary to buy any, has been in con­
s1derable. The physical features of the States 

are deciclecUy favourable to economy in con­
struction. The railroads are almost every­
where on the surface, the only great works 
being bridges over the large rivers, and on 
three-fourths of the whole mileage these are of 
wood.'' 
The writer then went on to give the cost o£ 
the different lines. It was not necessary 
to quote it, as he (Mr. Gregory) had brought 
it out in the figures he had given to the 
House already. Mr. Higinbotham then 
drew a comparison with Victoria ; and it 
was here that he (Mr. Gregory) hoped the 
information given would come immediately 
home to Queensland:-

" In this country there are now in operation 
618 miles of railway, or one mile o£ railway for 
every 1,335 inhabitants"---. 
Tha"t was rather an important point that 
the House should bear in mind. Any hon­
ourable member who should take the 
trouble to find what was the population o£ 
any district of Queensland where railways 
were proposed would be struck to see how 
far behind this colony was in that fair 
proportion :-

"And there are 338 miles in course of con­
struction, which will make the ratio of mileage 
to population 1 to 863. Again, about 900 miles 
have been surveyed, ancl the Government is 
urged to construct the whole of this additional 
mileage ; if this were clone within the next five 
years, the ratio would become 1 mile to every 
502 inhabitant~, allowing for the increase of 
population during the same periocl. Compar­
ing these figures with those which I have 
extracted from Poor's Manual, I think they 
will suggest the conclusion that the demands 
for such a large additional mileage in this small 
and compact province, with a slowly increasing 
population, are excessive, and would probably 
lead to serious embarrassments." 
In some respects that might not be applica­
ble to this colony; but, still, it held good 
in many that were obvious. 

The PosTMASTER-GENERAL : Hear, hear. 
The Hon. :F. T. GREGORY: In page 39 

o£ the Report, J\Ir. Higinbotham drew 
attention to another important feature of 
the construction o£ railways:-

"It is now universally acknowledged that 
a light permanent way for railways in a hilly 
count.ry, where steep gradients must be used in 
order to keep clown the cost of con•truction, is 
a mistake, from an economical point of view. 
It was plausibly argued at one time that the 
interest of the money saved by constructing 
light instead of substantial works wouB. be 
sufficient to renew them when they required 
it, and this may possibly be true of certain 
works, as, for instance, bridges, which, under 
certain circumstances, it may be economical to 
build of wood instead of stone or iron ; but 
with the permanent way the case is different, 
for, if this be of light construction, light engines 
must necessarily be employed, and on steep 
gradients they can only draw light loads; con­
sequently a greater number of trains must be 
run, ancl hence a great increase in the cost of 
working and maintenance." 
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He (Mr. Gregory) drew attention to thiR 
passage more particularly on account of 
wh~t had been advanced by one of the 
engmeers who had reported on the con­
struction of railways which were now be­
fore the House, and strongly urged the 
reduction of the gauge with light rails ; be­
cause they were utterly condemned as false 
economy. 

An Ho~OURABLE MEMBER: Hear hear. 
The Hon. F. T. GREGORY: The last 

extract which he proposed to read was a 
very short one, but it was one which should 
certainly not be forgotten in dealing with 
the question before the House ; it bore on 
the question whether the lines to be 
undertaken should be branch or feed­
ing lines or extensions of the main trunk 
lines through the colony. At page 71 of 
his report, Mr. Higinbotham made a quo­
tation from the Times of the 3rd of April, 
1876, on Indian Finance, as followed :-

"The construction of branch lines which do 
not pay is a mislake; but what is to be said of 
the construction of branches which not only do 
not pny, but are also made of a different gauge 
from the main lines, so that there is a necessary 
transhipment at the connections? The effect in 
one striking case has been that alnwst as soon 
as the extension was opened, a new line on the 
broader guage was commenced by the side of it 
and is now in active progress, the intention 
being to abandon the existing narrow line as 
soon as the other is completed. We belie,·e 
that this is but a sample of the experience 
which lies before us with respect to the rest. 
They are in process of construction, at a great 
expense, to be superseded when the incon­
venience of working them comes to be felt. It 
is to meet the cost of such projects that the 
Finance Minister of India is called on to pro­
vide so many millions annually, which he raises 
by loans, the burden of which is thrown on 
posterity." 
He (Mr. Gregory) hopPd sincerely that 
this colony would not run into that mis­
take. Of course, with regard to the POn­
strurtion of narrow-gauge lines as feeders 
at first, they appeared to be economi­
cal ; but their failure had been proved 
elsewhere, and Queensland must avoid 
being caught in a similar snare. A remark 
fell from the Postmaster-General as to the 
construction of light lines, as recommended 
by the Government engineers. \V ell, he 
(Mr. Gregory) should like to draw the 
honourable gentleman's attention to one 
passage in the report of Mr. Ballard, which 
was hardly consistent with the statement 
put forward-at any rate, there was an in­
consistency somewhere. In the reports 
from Mr. Ballard on Branch Railways, he 
stated:-

" Now, I have no hesitation in declaring, as 
an engineer of considerable Australian experi­
ence (and in this declaration I feel certain that 
I shall be supported by the great majority of 
my profession), that although it may be quite 
possible under certain advantages to construct 

in fa>oured localities isolated railways on the 
three feet six inch gauge at a cost of from £3,000 
to £4,000 per mile, still, at the same time, that 
it is quite certain that over an average country, 
taking rough and smooth, three or four thou­
sand miles of good substantial railway on the 
three feet six inch gauge could not be con­
structed and furnished with rolling-stock at a 
cost of less than £6,000 per mile. I shall sup· 
port these figures by conclusive proof, based 
upon the cost of the railway now under con­
struction here, in which you will see that while 
I myself am able to construct certain sections 
of my work at a cost of less than £4,000 per 
mile, there are other sections not a mile in 
length which cannot be surmounted, except at 
nearly ten times the cost." 

Thus, on the report of the Government 
engineer, £6,000 was not excessive as the 
average cost of railways throughout the 
colony. Again, a very significant rem~rk 
was made with regard to the Townsv1lle 
and Maryborough lines:-

"The railway from Townsville and !he 
Gympie and Maryborough line are railways 
upon which it; would be folly to expend the 
money necesBary to construct a 3 feet 6 inches 
gauge, until the traffic requirements impera­
tively demanded such additional expenditure." 

That was from one of the most prac­
tical engineer of the colony, who had 
been given liberty to construct a railway 
as a contractor under the· Government 
without the Government ha>ing to pay the 
largt' profit which contractors reaped. In 
favour of such condemnatory obsenations, 
he (Mr. Gregory) was puzzled to know 
how honourable gentlemen fancied that 
the Go>ernment engineers were in favour 
of all the lines. But he should nQt detain 
the House any further beyond expressing 
his hope that what he should pnt into the 
form of a substantive motion before the 
House, would be carried-that the rail­
ways be now dealt with seriatim. If 
the attempt was made to pass them ht globo, 
he and other honourable members who 
syrnpathizrcl with the important and use­
ful lines proposed might have doubts in 
their minds whether they could consist­
ently support so vast a mass of public 
works as was proposed by the Govern­
ment. Therefore, he moved, by way of 
amendment:-

That the resolutions on the plans, sections, 
and book of reference of each railway be con· 
siclered separately. 

The PosT1IASTER-GENERAL : There were 
only two resolutions. One of them con­
tained the statement of the plans and sec­
tions of the different railways to be adop­
ted, and, the other referred to the notifica­
tion of the approval of them to the other 
House. The honourable member's views 
would be met by his moving, as an amend­
ment, that subdivision 1, or 2, or 3 of the' 
first resolution be omitted. If the House 
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wished to excise any particular railway, it· 
could easily do so upon such a motion. 

'rhe Hon. F. T. GREGORY: His motion 
was to consider separately each railway 
embodied in the motion. 

The Hon. T. L. MuRRAY-PRIOR said he 
did not think the Postmaster-General could 
make any objection to the amendment. He 
could hardly wish to force the House upon 
the consideration of the whole of the rail­
ways at the same time. At all events, he 
(Mr. Murray-Prior) trusted that the House 
would see the necessity of taking them 
seriatim, and discussing each in order. 

The PosT~IASTER-GENERAL: The Hon­
ourable Mr. Gregory had discussed the 
whole of the lines in his speech. His 
object would be gained by following the 
most regular form of procedure ; that was, 
by moving an amendment on the paragraph 
referring to any particular line to which 
he had an objection. Thus he would get 

• practically what he wanted, and the House 
would avoid giving unnecessary votes ori 
those lines to which all honourable mem­
bers agreed. 

The Hon. F. T. GREGORY, in explana­
tion, pointed out that if the course he pro­
posed was taken, some of the railways 
would be passed at once without discus­
sion, and that only those to which honour­
able members had objection would be 
debated. The House would get on mueh 
easier. 

The Hon . . J. GUlBOX: In a matter of 
such immense importance, invoh·ing t.he 
expenditure of an enormous sum of money, 
the House should proceed very carefully. 
Although some of the railways might be 
very desirable, yet there were others which 
it would be very unwise to authorize the 
Government to proceed with. On the 
whole, they would be more fully discussed, 
if they were put separately, than by being 
put in globo. He did not object to any 
particular rail way, but he wished to see them 
discussed as their importance de~erved ; 
therefore, he hoped the Postmaster-General 
would not object to see the subsections of 
his resolutions dealt with on their merits. 

The PosTMASTER-GENERAL : He did not 
want to burk the discussion of anypartieu­
lar railway, he repeated, for the third 
time; but he did wish to see the business 
of the House conducted in an orderly man­
ner. He did not want a repetition of the 
speech of the Honourable Mr. Gregory on 
every subdivision of the first resolution. 
That honourable gentleman had made his 
speech on the whole of the resolutions-he 
had dealt with the question generally. He 
now wanted the rail ways to be put seriatim. 
That would involve a separate speech on 
each of the six railways from the honour­
able member, opening up the whole subject 
that he had already dilated upon for three­
quarters of an hour. Did the House want 
that? The whole object in view would be 

met by moving an amendment for the 
omission of any particular railway from the 
resolution ; endless discussion would be 
avoided, and the same practical result 
would bP ensured. 

The Hon. E. I. C. BRoWNE considered 
that the Honourable Mr. Gregory would 
be entitled to speak again, if the course of 
the l'ostmastcr-General was taken rather 
than that suggested by the amendment. 
Instead of bl'ing sorry for the detention of 
the Home by the Honourable Mr. Gregory, 
the House should be very much obliged to 
him for the knowledge that the honour­
able member had brought to bear on the 
question. 

'l'he Hon. J. C. HEt"SSLER : As he under­
stood the question, he did not see any 
material difference in the courses proposed 
to be taken; but, no doubt, a good deal of 
time would be saved by proceeding as the 
Postmaster-General suggested. 

The Hon. A. H. BRoWN could not con­
ceive what diiierence it would make which 
course was taken, and it was of little 
importance. 

The PRESIDENT said it had been pointed 
out to him as an objection to the course 
suggested by the PostmastPr-Geueral, and 
he thought it wan a tenable one, that it 
would not be competent to any member 
but one who had not spoken in the debate 
to move the rejection of any particular 
railway named in the first resolution. 
That S<'Pmed to be the only practical diffi­
culty in the way of deciding the question 
as the Postmaster-General suggPsted. 

The PosnrAs'rER-GENERAL : Honourable 
gPntlemen had been speaking to the amend­
ment. If another amendment was pro­
posed, they could speak to it ; but the 
honourable gentleman who had moved the 
first could not move another amendment, 
though he could speak to it when proposed. 

After some further discussion, the dinner 
hour being near, 

The Hon. T. L. J\fuRRAY-PRioR rose to 
mo>e the adjournment of the House. 

The PosT~IASTER - GENERAL objected : 
the honourable member had spoken, and 
could not make the motion. 

The question was then put on the amend­
ment; and the House divided:-

CoxTENTS, 7. 
The Honourables T. L. Murray-Prior, A. H. 

Brown, ·w. D. Box, J. Gibbon, F. T. Gregory, 
W. F. Lambert, and E. I. C. Browne. 

NoT-CoNTENTs, 9. 
The Honourables \V. Thornton, W.Pettigrew, 

J . .Mullen, J. C. Foote, G. Edmonclstone, 
W. Hobbs, J. C. Heussler, D. F. Roberts, and 
C. S. Mein. 

The original question, being the resolu­
tions, therefore stood. 

The Hon. T. L. MuRRAY-PRioR said the 
Postmaster-General would have done well 
to have listened to the wishes expressed by 
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honourable members, and he ought to have 
taken a lesson from what had occurred in 
the House on former oce:1sions when simi­
lar questions to the present were under 
consideration. He had come to the House 
thinking the railways would pass with very 
little discussion ; but the Postmaster-Gene­
ral had provoked a good deal, and, now, the 
common-sense of many honourable mem­
b~rs would show them that some of the 
lines were simply the outcome of political 
log-rolling, which very likely the Govern­
~nent had no present intention of carrying 
mto effect. 'l'he good lines were mixed up 
with the bad, so that they might all be 
carried through the House. But he was not 
quite so certain now as when he came into 
the House that the Postmaster-General 
would be able to pass his resolutions. The 
Postmaster-General evidently wished to 
shut the mouths of honourable members· 
and keep them to one question. Fortunately, 
however, only one honourable member hacl 
spoken on the general question, and the 
discussion of each line could proceed 
separately. Therefore, to bring that about, 
he mo>ed:-

That the words, " The plans, sections, and 
book of reference of the raihmy from W m·wick 
to l:ltanthorpe," be omitted. 
If, as hacl been said, the line via Stanthorpe 
would ultimately connect this colony at 
thr border with theN e\1- South "\Vales rail­
way, he should be the last to propose such 
an amendment ; but there was no certainty 
at all about it. In fact the northern line 
of New South Wales would probably go in 
a different direction; and he, for one, did 
not think that, under the circumstances, 
thi~ colony should be committed to an ex­
penditure for the purpose of bolstering up 
a nearly worked-out place. A considerable 
amount of good would be done to Stanthorpe 
~y the construction of the railway, and the 
hne would attract considerable additional 
traffic from New South vV ales ; but he 
could not think that only for those pur­
poses the House were justified in making 
the line. 

The Hon. A. H. BROWN said he could 
sp0ak with more confidence on the present 
occasion than he did last year when the rail­
way resolutions were bl'fore the House. He 
then spoke and voted against the Stan­
thorpe line, not because he did not appro>e 
of the southern extension of the railway, 
which was the one abo>e all others that he 
should support if selected judiciously, but 
because it was the most ill-chosen line. 
He hacl examined the plans and sections 
very critically, and the conclusion he had 
come to was that the line would cost very 
much more than was contemplated by the 
Chief Engineer. It might be a line of 
tolerable selection as far as Stanthorpe; 
but he considered: it would be wiser to 
have kept in view the great object of this 
colony in connecting its railways with 

those of N cw South \V ales and the 
southern colonies, and to have made the 
railway to Stanthorpe a branch line and 
not the main trunk line. The Postmaster­
General, in favour of the line, pointed out 
that it was necessary on account of the 
mineral wealth of the district. So far as 
h~ (lYlr: Brown) could. make out, the tin­
nunmg mterest was ummportant, compara­
tively speaking; and it would be far more 
important to make a railway into an agri­
cultural district, where settlement could 
be formed along the line, b0ing one of the 
most important considerations to be kept 
in view in connection with public works. 
The railway to Stanthorpe passed through 
what was, comparatively speaking, barren 
country, decomposed granite, which could 
not be cultivated, and which for pastoral 
purposes vms very inferior. Anyone look­
ing at the sections would be astonished at 
the heavy euttings and fillings of the 
earthworks compared with those on the 
other lines proposed. He wished there was 
some alternative between accepting and 
rejecting the line, and that the Govern­
ment had power to deviate ; as he was 
sure that if it was passed they would in 
time find that they had hastily adopted 
the present proposal, and he should like 
them to have some loop-hole of escape 
pro>idcd. 

The Hon. H. G. Sn1rsox said he was 
sorry he was not able to be in the House 
at an earlier }Jart of the day, or he should, 
perhaps, be a littlP more cnt fait as to what 
had been done. vVhile he could not agree 
with the proposal of the Government as a 
whole, and while he should have voted for 
the amendment of the Honourable Mr. 
Gregory, if present at the division; he 
could not oppose the railway to Stanthorpe. 
He disagreed entirely with the honourable 
gentleman who just sat down. He had 
been very much oftener up the line to 
Stanthorpe than the honourable gentleman; 
and he was perfectly convinced that if a 
railway was made between that town and 
\Varwick it would take the whole of the 
traffic of the northern part of New Eng­
land and divert it to Brisbane, to the 
exclusion of the present difficult route over 
the mountains to the Clarence River. 
Queensland would benefit greatly by the 
trade of the neighbouring colony. As to 
the connection of the main lines of rail­
way at the boundary between New South 
\Vales and Queensland, he felt perfectly 
certain that the point of communication 
would be somewhere about Goondiwindi. 
He did not look upon the Stanthorpe line 
as the main intercolonial line at all; but 
it would open up a considerable extent of 
pretty good country, and would attract 
the traffic of New England, as he had 
mentioned. 

The Hon. vV. D. Box said that since he 
discmsed the railway to Stanthorpe, last 
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year, he had the opportunity of passing 
over the country. Beyond fourteen miles 
from \V arwick there was no land at all fit 
:for agri0ulturc. The Postmaster-General 
had not attempted to argue that the traffic 
of passengers or the Parriage of tin would 
pay for the rail way ; nud it never could. 
The traflie from agriculture would be 
attracted to the \Varwick station. At 
Tenterfield, he saw some verygoocl country; 
but the farmers settled there told him that 
they had to pty £2 a ton to get their 
produce to StanthorpP, and that there was 
no country in Sew England that could 
grow produce to pay at that rat1•. The 
GoYernment of N l'W South \Vales ·would 
have a railway to that country, and would 
carry the produce down to the southward, 
and send supplies thence. The railway to 
Btunthorpe, he held, would neYer pay 
expenses; it would bJ a tax on the com­
munity; and it was unad,-isablo to proceed 
with it at present. If the rail way scheme 
11·as carried, and no doubt it would bP, it 
would b~ obligatory on the Government to 
proceed with all the worb at once. Honour­
able memb,•rs in another place whose rail­
ways were voted would compel the Go,-ern­
mont to pro,·eed with them. "\V ould the hon­
ourable memb0r for Buudaberg be content 
to sit still and see the GoYornment do 
nothing r '\Vou!d the reprc>8entative of 
Townsvillc be satisfied to sec all the other 
rail ways progressing allll his own stamling 
still? If the labour of the colony should 
be absorbed by GoYernment works, the in­
dustrial interests of Queensland would be 
upset in a way that would not be desirablt~. 
He should support the aml'ndmeut and 
vote against the Stanthorpe railway. 

The Hon. IV. l'norti>"TOX said he saw in 
the present proceedings a retL•tition of 
what occurred in the House last session, 
11·hcn the project to make the railways was 
before the House. It appeared that cer­
tain honourable gentlemen were opposed 
to making railways at all. 

Ho_:~~oL'rt.I.BLE JI!ItniBERs: No, no. 
The Hon. IV. TnoRKTOK : They knew 

n•ry ,,·ell that if one lin<• was thrown out, 
the same fate awaited all the railways that 
befel them last session. \V ere they content 
to go on with the old roads that needc•d 
r<'pair always, as against railways P Th,• 
line to t:ltanthorpewas one that would pay, he 
was sure. The Honourable lVIr. Box was 
a mercantile man, and ought to know that 
the t:ltanthorp3 railway would stimulate 
business more than any other line proposE'd. 
It was most surprising that he should 
object to that railway. If the railway was 
agreed to, there must be a bonded-store 
established at Stanthorpe, as the whole of 
the business people would han their goods 
conveyed thither in bond and warl•housed 
there. All the ,;u ppli0~ for north<•rn New 
South vVales would be carriotl bv the rail­
way from Bri:sbane to Stauthorpe: The pro-

duce o:f theN ew England district-not less 
than a thousand bales of wool a season could 
bJ had now-would be sent via Stanthorpe 
to the port o:f Brisbane. If that was the 
caBe, now, it was easy to calcula~e how 
much the trade would increase in a few 
years with increaRed settlement and the 
b,:'st means of conveyance established. A 
large part of the country that the railway 
would pass through might be barren, 
but there were p01·tion.s near which were 
very Yaluable. But, aboYe all, the Stan­
thorpc railway was the line which took the 
right direction ; it was the connecting link 
with theN ew South vVales rail"ll'ay system. 
Yet it did not matter whether it joined that 
system; it would lead to the employment 
of additional ships, and additional people, 
and it would open an extended market :for 
the consumption o:f dutiable goods and in­
crease the revenue of this colony. The 
Honourable A. H. Brown said that the rail­
way would cost more than the estimate. 
\Yell, the House had been informed by the 
Postmaster-General and the professional 
officers of the Government, that the rail­
ways were now being constrnclecl for less 
than their estimated cost. 

The Hon. W. F. L.nUJERT: One. 
The Hon. \V. TnortNTON : If that was 

the case, it was wise to go on with the 
worb. If the Stanthorpe line should cost 
considerably more than was paid for other 
railways, it would be wise to make it; and 
most certainly he should not support it. 

'l'he PosT:\IASTER-GENER.u : He shoultl 
say a few words in answer to the objection 
raisl'd by the Honourable Mr. Brown. The 
honourable gentleman did not object to a 
line being constructed toN ew South vV ales; 
but he objected to the Stanthorpe line, 
because he thought the route was an inex­
pPdient one, "11-hich would not be connected 
ultimately with theN ew South vVales ·rail­
wayextending to the border. \Yhen opening 
the discussion. he (the Postmaster-General) 
stated that the report of the Chief Engineer 
of Rail ways of New South "\V ales, for last 
year, indicated that a large proportion of 
the proposed extensions to the border of 
New Bouth \V ales and Queensland tended 
towards Tenterfield, and that the railway 
to Stanthorpe was in the direction of the 
termination of those lines. t:lincc that 
time he had come across the report, and he 
now laid it on the table for the information 
of honourable members. They would ob­
SClTe that four railways were proposed 
northwards to the border ; that three of 
them came up to Tenterfield ; and that the 
fourth one went down to Bnrke, with a 
branch towards Moree, which might ulti­
mately come on to Goondiwindi. No grounds 
existed for the Honourable Mr. Brown's 
objection. 

The Hon. T. L. lUuRR.A.Y-PRroR said, the 
;,ubjeet haYing been ventilated, and his 
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side having no chance of carrying the 
amendment, he asked leave to withdraw it. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
The Hon. H. G. Snusos moved by way 

of amendment-
That the words, "The plans, sections, and 

book of reference of the railway from :Mary­
borough to Gympie," be omitted. 

It would be, no doubt, in the memory of 
honourable members that there was a con­
siderable discussion over the same subject 
last session. He confessed that he had not 
changed his opinion. Although the Mary­
borough ancl Gym pie line might be a very 
good and useful railway, yet he did not 
think it was one that the Government were 
called upon to make, when there were so 
many other more important railways 
urgently required throughout the country. 
His impression always was, that the line 
was nothing more nor less than the first 
section of a railway between ]}'Iaryborough 
and Bri~bane; and that honourable mem­
bers would soon find out if its construction 
was authorised. Although that would b0 
a good thing for Brisbane, yet he did not 
think it would be fair to the rolony at large 
to make it; and he thought the expenditure 
might be better directed to other works. 

The Hon. ·w. PETTIGREW objected to 
the amendment. Compared with other 
railways proposed, the J\Iaryborough and 
Gympie line stood as good a chance as any 
of being passed if tcsteJ on its merits. 
The Honourable J\Ir. Gregory mentioned 
that there was no traffic on the line exrept 
what was required by the carriage of gold 
from Gympie to Maryborough. Gold, no 
doubt, made the district support a much 
larger population than it would ever have 
contained for the sole production of wool. 
It was in the remembrance of most honour­
able members that, ten years ago, the 
colony was in a state of collapsE', from the 
Government making too many rail ways and 
having to stop too suddenly, which threw 
a large portion of the population out of 
employment ; when, fortunately, gold was 
discovered at Gympie. Since tl:tat time, 
gold was discovered in various parts of 
the colony, until gold-mining was 1he lead­
ing interest of Queensland for the value of 
its production. Through the gold dis­
covery at Gympie, the colony reeovered, 
and Gympie was one of the places that 
maintained its standing and importance as 
a centre of population, and industry, and 
wealth. There were more people engaged 
in gold-mining, and they produced more 
wealth, than in any other interPst in 
Queensland. Judged by bulk, the export 
of gold was a small affair. In that the 
Honourable Mr. GrPgory "\Yas right, no 
doubt. But the honourable gentleman 
should have remembered that in other ways 
the requirements of those who raised and 
spent the gold led to a large traffic. The 

diggers must live. All their supplies were 
received from Maryborough; flour, tea, 
sugar, and all other necessaries and luxu­
ries of life, were no small affair. The 
traffic in those rommodities was worth 
taking into consideration in connection 
with the proposed railway. But, inde­
pendently of that, there were about 
Gympie a large number of furnaces which 
rPquired great quantities of fuel, which 
at present was almost wholly timb<'r. 
Coal was found in the district. If 
the railway was made, the traffic in coal 
would be something great. The neigh­
bouring and surrounding country was 
largely and heavily timbereJ, much more 
than any other part of Queensland that he 
kne>~·. Some time ago, it was proposPd 
that the whole country from the Glass 
House J\fonntains to Gympie should be re­
served for sake of the splendid timber 
which it contained. But the Government 
had clone nothing. They would recognise 
the advantage of doing something to prP­
serve the native forests some day. In tim­
bt>r there would be a large traffic on the 
railway; a larg,, amount would go down to 
the sPaborJ, and it woulcl form a consider­
able item in the profits to be derived from 
the line. _For years and years, the supply 
of the finest timber in that district would 
be unlimited; and if the forests were pro­
perly nmnagecl, it woultl be growing as fast 
as it was comumed. Those were some of 
the items of tmflie from the railway. 
\Vhile coal would go upwards to the 
Gym}Jie minet<, it would go downwards 
also to the s1eamers at ]}'faryborough 
wharves; and the steam traffic ev0n now 
was something considerable. The steamers 
did not go to :JYiaryborough for nothing! 
They took cargo there, and landed large 
quantities. \Vhere did it go P Some of it, 
no doubt, went to Gympie and the neigh­
bourhood. There were other mines besides 
gold to the westward of Gym pie, and other~ 
to the eastward; and theirproduc:e would add 
to the earnings ofthe rail way. The antimony 
mines, and other mining industries, would 
be developed by the railway. The honour­
able J\Ir. Gregory had quoted from one of 
Mr. Ballard's reports; and it would have 
been well if he had quoted a little more, so 
that the House might have that professional 
gentleman's exact opinion. In a report 
dated the 25th of January, 1876, J\fr. Bal­
lard advocated the making of railways at 
half the cost at which they were now made ; 
and he (Mr. Pl'ttigrew) entirely agreed with 
him, as he had advocated ~imilar idea~ for 
many years past. He presumed thal most 
honourable members had read Mr. Bal­
lard' s reports for themselves, and he should 
not detain them by reading from them, but 
that he thought quotations ought to be 
given fairly to the House:-

" ~ow, I have no hesitation in declaring, ae 
an engineer of considerable Australian experi· 
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ence (and in this declaration I feel certain that 
I shall be supported by t.he great majority of 
my profession), that although it may be quite 
possible under certain advantages to construct 
in favoured localities isolated railways on the 
t.hree feet six inch gauge at a cost of from 
£3,000 to £4,000 per mile, still, at the same 
time, that it is quite certain that over an 
average country, taking rough and smooth, 
three or four thousand miles of good and sub­
stantial railway on the three feet six inch gauge 
could not be constructed and furnished with 
rolling-stock at a cost of less than £fi,OOO per 
mile. I shall support these figures by con· 
elusive proof, based upon the cost of the rail­
way now under construotion here, in which you 
will see that while I myself am able to con­
struct certain sections of my work at a cost of 
less than £4.,000 per mile, that there are other 
sections not a mile in length which cannot be 
surmounted, except at nearly ten times the 
cost. I shall prove that a railway upon the 
2 feet gauge, upon average country, can be con­
structed and fitied with rolling-stock at half 
the cost of a 3·6 gauge, and the same would of 
course hold good under the most favourable 
circumEtances, where such a line need not exceed 
£2,000 a-mile." 

* * * ll< * * * * 
"A saving of £3,000 per mile in the con-

struction of 3,600 miles of railway represents 
a matter of nearly eleven millions of money, 
and if each railway that you should construct 
upon the 2 feet gauge would answer your pur· 
pose for the first thirteen or fourteen years of 
its existence, you will observe that it will have 
paid for itself entirely by the interest of money 
saved, taking such interest at five per cent. 
only, and all the wo1•ks existing upon it made, 
and available to be improved into a broader 
gauge for heavier traffic at the expiration of 
that time, would be so much clear pro:fit. 

"What I have to recommend, tlwreforc, is 
that you should, without delay, satisfy your­
selves, by actual experiment, of the perfect 
utility of the 2 feet gauge, and having clone so, 
that you should at once apply it to the immedi· 
ate development of your colony." 
Now, that was a nice little railway, as he 
(Mr. Pettigrew) had good reason to know. 
He did not say that a line from l\fary­
borough to Brisbane would ever be made. 
Indeed, he did not think it would be any­
thing else than downright folly to make 
such a line ; as there was no traffic but that 
to the Pine River, and for that and for such 
a short distance, he did not think it >ms 
necessary to make a railway. He should 
quote a little more from Mr. Ballard's 
report:-

" It is a great mistake to think that gauge 
rules capacity for traffic; it is not so. Gradi­
ents rule it, curves rule it, many things rule it 
more than gauge. Thus a level line ten miles 
long on the 2 feet gauge would have a carrying 
capacity infinitely superior to a 3 feet G inch 
gauge on a gradient of 1 in 100, and there 
11-re ot~~er rea.sons why, with squal curves and 
graqes, 1J> narrow line may be equal, if not 
puperior to a broad one. Fairlie, in his paper 
read before the British Associ11otion at Liver· 

1877-v 

pool in 1870, deliberately asserts and shows in 
regard to the London and North-West ern Rail­
way, that if its gauge were 3 feet instead of 
4 feet 8! inch, its goods traffic could be hauled 
at half the present cost, with half the present 
motive power, and in such a way as to reduce 
the present tonnage over the road by one-half, 
and to remove the necessity for the heavy 
expenses that are now being incurred in the 
construction of a third line of rails. He goes 
on to say, 'The same or a greater speed could 
be maintained, say up to 35 OI' 40 miles an 
hour.' He arrives at his at :first sight para­
doxical result by reducing the dead or non­
paying weights-lighter rolling-stock. 

"I will make one more quotation from Mr. 
Fairlie's paper:-' It ought to be engraved on 
the minds of every engineer, that every inch 
added to the width of a gauge beyond what is 
absolutely necessary for the traffic adds to the 
cost of construction, increases the proportion 
of dead·weight, increases the cost of working, 
and in consequence increases the tariff to the 
public, and by so much reduces the useful 
effect of the railway.' 

"Another quotation from tlris great auth­
ority, and one that I think should be written 
in letters of gold :-' Railways can be made 
cheaply, and at the same time be thoroughly 
efficient ; and those who aver to the contrary 
are, in fact, enemies to progress and civiliza­
tion. There is no country too poor to have 
railways sufficient for its requirements, and 
railways furnish the cheapest possible mode of 
transport when they are not borne down by the 
results of that incompetence and extravagancll 
which we so often sec associated together,'" 

He went on, further :-

" A 2 ft. line, with light loads and rolling­
stock, could easily be worked at a pace of 
twenty mile$ per hour. It is a rule in the 
art of moving goods 'tln railways, that light 
loads run quickly are equal, and sometimes 
more convenient, than heavy loads run slowly. 
In most cases, the speed need not exceed ten 
miles per hour for goods, and from :fifteen to 
twenty for passeng&rs; and under these con­
ditions, with frequent sidings and a well­
organised system of working, such a line would 
be quite up to the traffic requirements for 
many years to come." 

Now, that report was by a very efficient 
engineer, and it spoke volumes in favour of 
what he (l\fr. Pettigrew) called cheap rail­
ways. He should go on, but he should be 
told, as he had often b~e11 told, 01er and 
over again, that he went for what was cheap 
and nasty. 

HoNOFRABLE J\fE)IBERS: Hear, hear. 
The Hon. W. PETTIGREW: "\V ell, thr 

principle by which he would test thPm was, 
would they pay? If a line conld Le ui:HlL• 
that would answer his pnrpJ,;e fJr f::WIJ Ol' 
£800 a-mile, he did not s, e why lw slwn:d 
pay £3,000 a-mile for it. He haJ mad,' a 
line at Tin Can, and it had be,~n working 
for three years; a~ cl he dnrst say adequate 
traffic passt>cl over 1t. 

IIoNOVRABLE Mll)IBERS: Hear, hear. 
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The Hon. W. PETTIGREW: The average 
speed of the trains over his railway was 
about four miles an hour. That was not 
fast; but still it was a great deal faster 
than bullock teams travelled, which took 
the traffic of the interior of the colony. 
Horse teams were on the road between 
Mary borough and Gym pie ; but they could 
not travel more than four miles an hour. 
He had gone over his own railway at more 
than ten miles an hour. Well, the cost of 
that line did not amount to £1,000 a-mile. 
The steepest gradient was 1 in 18. He 
had surveyed about half-a-mile with a rise 
of 1 in 16~, but that proposed line was 
abandoned. He contended that the gra· 
clients of cheap railways for this colony 
might be made favourably 1 in 22, instead 
of 1 in 50. To the west of the N epean 
River, in New South vVales, there was 
one gradient, 1 in 33. 

The Hon. H. G. SDiPSON: He had seen 
one, 1 in 30. 

The Hon. W. PETTIGREW : He said a 
train could go up 1 in 20. He had done it 
for three years ; ancl what had been done 
for three years on his line could be done on 
any other line. If the inclines were made 
steep, no doubt the line would be cheaper; 
and he thought it could be made cheaper 
and better. He did not, however, intend to 
move any amendment on the J\,'[aryborough 
and Gympie line. 

The Hon. A. H. BROWN said he was 
very glad that the honourable member did 
not intend to make an amendment. The 
railway suggested by him was a very 
cheap and nasty one, and he did not 
wish to have anything of the kind in 
Wide Bay. It migl'rt answer the pur­
pose of the honourable member, but 
he thought it was entirely unsuited for 
public traffic. He was sorry the Hon­
ourable Captain Simpson had offered no 
better reason for his amendment than that 
advanced in his speech. The House had 
a right to expect something dignified and 
statesmanlike from him for taking such 
action. Large reserves of land had been 
made for railways, and the railways should 
be made. There was not in the colony 
another district with mineral resources 
equal to those of the vVide Bay district; 
nor with agricultural resources equal to 
those of the valley of the Mary and its 
tnbutaries. Those resources were very 
great and could not be at present realised. 
The means of water traffic afforded by the 
river were availed of as far as practicable, 
at present; but greater facilities for traffic 
were required. As the Honourable Mr. 
Pettigrew had said, the timber of the 
district, including cedar, was unlimited, 
and its value must be something enormous. 
There were five or six timber mills in 
:i\Jaryborough, and when he (Mr. Brown) 
was there a short time since they were all 

stopped absolutely for want of material, 
which could not be brought from the forests 
to market with sufficient expedition. Of 
course, that stoppage interfered greatly 
with the trade of the port. A railway up 
into the scrubs would make the timber 
trade much more important than it was 
now. The reason for making a railway to 
Stanthorpe was the existence of the tin­
mines; bl<t he considered that tin deposits 
were as nothing to the mineral wealth of 
every variety which slumbered in the earth 
at the heads of the M:ary. As the Honour­
able Mr. Gregory had said, the transit of 
gold was inconsiderable ; but the labour 

.. of getting the gold was considerable, 
and the expenditure on account of it was 
considerable. An invention lately intro­
duced to notice which was to be adopted in 
this colony, the diamond rock -drill, would 
create an extraordinary revolution in min­
ing, and the speed was astonishing with 
which it put down holes to enable miners 
to ascertain what was below the surface of 
the earth. It would be of immense value 
to those who embarked in mining enter· 
prises. It was not only Gympie that was 
wealthy, but there were other townships in 
the district, such as Kilkivan, rich not only 
in gold but in copper and other minerals. 
Honourable members might know them 
from having joined in choice speculations: 
some might remember them with regret. 
The railway would promote the develop­
ment of the great wealth of the district. 
For himself, he should be sorry to see any 
railway made that was not likely to be 
permanent. He quite admired the Hon· 
ourable Mr. Pettigrew's pluck in having 
got over the old bullock-track, and made a 
railway to do his work ; but his line was 
not of the character that was required for 
the public use. He had seen Mr. Ballard' s 
report, and there was not anything in it. 
The report of Mr. Higinbotham, as quoted 
by the Honourable Mr. Gregory, contained 
something different; and that honourable 
gentleman had discussed the question with 
great ability and with benefit to the House. 
If the Government could construct a per· 
manent line for the amount estimated, he 
thought it would be unwise to make a rail· 
way of a cheaper description. 'l'he Hon­
ourable Mr. Gregory was discussing the 
population basis for railways. He (Mr. 
Brown) did not think that it would answer. 
If the railway was extended into the fine 
country of the far west, population would 
follow ; but if population was waited for 
before access was given to the country, it 
might be looked for in vain. The same 
argument would apply to the line from 
Maryborough to Gympie. That country 
must be opened up. The railway woulcl 
give mining industry a great stimulus and 
develop the resources of the country, and 
the Government were acting wisely in con­
structing it. 
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The Hon. T. L. MuRRAY-PRIOR could 
not at all agree with the arguments o:f his 
honourable friend, Mr. Brown, though they 
gL'ncrally acted together. It appearPd the 
railway would go :from Mar,rborough to 
Gympie but no :farther. Gympie might 
be a rich place; but he did not see why 
the country should be charged. with the 
cost of constructing a railway to it. The 
Honourable Mr. Pettigrew, although jeered 
nt :for what he had clone, had :for many 
years past shown what a cheap railway 
was. He (J.Vlr. JYlurray-Prior) did not 
suificiently understand the subject to speak 
clecisin•ly, but if railways could be con­
siructed for such a small sum as had been 
statc'cl, that would remove a great deal o:f 
the objection that he had to the under­
taking now under consideration. He urged 
On the Honourable lYlr. Pettigrew that by 
voting against the propositions of the 
Government and waiting a little longer, he 
might have ~ome chance of seeing hi'> own 
sdwme carried into effect. The cost of 
the honourable gentleman's railway was 
vt>ry little more than would be required :for 
making an ordinary road; but, really he 
(1lr. Murray-Prior) did not see how he 
could vote for it as a main trunk line with­
out a little more time :for consideration; 
and, besides. he thought the proposal ought 
to be before the country. The Govern­
ment had, o:f course, taken the opportunity 
to 1mt gentlemen into the House who 
would very likely carry out their ideas; 
nevertheless, he should vote against them 
and in favour of the amendment, trusting 
that the Honoumble 1\:I:r. Pettigrew would 
join him. 

The Hon. J. C. HEUSSLER: The honour­
able J\Ir. Bro>~'a hnd made out a good case 
for a railway in his district which, it had 
been admitted, was the most neglected in 
the colony. -The railway would be a very 
judicious work, accommodating at once 
23,000 people. "\Yith regard to the narrow­
gauge railways ttdvocated by the Honour­
able Mr. Pettigrew, they would answer as 
:feeders, but would hardly be a fit substitute 
:for any of the lines proposed by the Gov­
ernment, and certainly would not answer :for 
the trailic on the line bctween.lHaryborough 
and Gympie. During tt late tour he (J.Vlr. 
Hcussler) had made in the district, he :formed 
the acquaintnnee o:f a resident o:f many 
years who corroborated all that the Honour­
abies Mr. Brown and Mr. Pettigrew had 
said about the resources o:f the district, 
especially its magnificent timber, which 
alone justified the making o:f the railway. 
He heartily supported the original motion. 

The Hon. G. En:l1:0XDSTONE said he 
should certainly not support the amend­
ment, but should vote for the original 
motion :for the reasons gi vPn by the Post­
master-General, that the cli~trict had not 
recc·iwd it~ just share of the expenditure 
out of l"t'\Tlllll'. .Furt h<'r, lw was et>r­
tain that no IJortion of Qtwensland. was 

thriving at a quicker rate than the 
"Wide Bay district, especially that part 
lying between Maryborough and Gympie. 
He coincided in the remarks o:f the 
Honourable A. H. Brown as to the rich­
ness of the country in minerals, and 
with the observations o:f the Honourable 
\V. Pcttigrew as to its abundant wealth of 
timber for mercantile purposes. There was 
exeellent agricultural land. in the district, 
and the outlet for its produce to the world 
was the port o:f Maryborough. As to the 
different opinions o:f engineers, Mr. Higin­
J;lotham did not recommend cheap railways 
while Mr. Ballard did. As doctors differed. 
so did other professional men. \Vho was to 
decide between them ? As the Government 
had had the best advice they could obtain, 
they mrght be left to do the best they could 
:for the country ; and the lines they recom­
mmded might safely be adopted by the 
House. The line to Gym pie would be in a 
short time one o:f the best paying railways 
in the country. He was tt believer in the 
dictum-" Make a railw~y and the railway 
willmak0 traffic." The present railways 
had realised its truth and :force. It had 
been said that if a rail way was made to 
Toowoomba it would not pay in a century. 
\V ell, it now not only paicl its working 
expensPs, but something towards interest on 
the outlay :for its construction. 

The amendment was put and negatived. 
The Hon. \V. D. Box moved the omis­

sion ofthe sub-section referring to the rail­
way :from Bundaberg towards Mount 
Perry. It seemed to him, he said, that the 
Government, as representatives of the 
people, were parting with a great cleal of 
their· power by thp course they were now 
taking. A Bill :for dealing with an old 
member of the Civil Service, the Auditor­
General, was read a first, second, and third 
time respectively, and proceeded with 
from stage to stage with deliberation and 
after clue discussion. But the railway 
scheme was pushed forward, involving an 
enormous expenditure, without any such 
deliberation; indeed, with great haste. 
There would be engineers, a staff of officials, 
workshops, terminal stations, &c., to be 
provided :for at Bundaberg; but every­
thing was hurriPd on. Mr. Ballard said 
that probably 1,400 or 1,500 people would 
settle down along the two railway lines in 
\Yiclc Bay. The stoppage o:f one contract 
would. throw hundreds o:f people out o:f 
employment. As he (Mr. Box) wanted 
:further information to justify the construc­
tion o:f the work, he thought some delay 
was desirable. 

The question-That the words proposed 
to be omitted stand part of the question­
was put, and the House divided:­

CoNTENTS, 9. 
The Honourahles J. C. Foote, W. Pettigrew, 

J. C. llew;s]or, D. F. Rober(s, G. Edmonilstone, 
J. 1\lulll'n, vV. Thornton, A.. H. Brown, and 
l'. ::l. ~le in (Teller). 
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NoT-CONTENTS, 5. 
The Honourables T. L. Murray-Prior, F. T. 

Gregory, W. D. Box, H. G. Simpson, ancl W. 
F. Lambert (Teller). 

The amendment was, therefore, nega­
tived. 

The Hon. 'iV. D. Box rose to address 
the House ; but, 

The PRESIDENT ruled the honourable 
member out of order, as he had already 
spoken on the general question. 

The Hon. vV. F. LA:UBERT said there 
could be very little objection to the three 
lines now before the House. They ought to 
have headed the list. The extensions of 
the Great Northcm Railvray and the Great 
vV estern Rail way were the great work~ of 
the colony; while the line from Townsnlle 
to Charters Tow0rs was one that he thought 
"ll~ould most likely pay. The ~.ouse l~ad 
passed some lines of doubtful uhhty, which 
he would hope would pay their expenses. 
The last one passed was such a one. 
Dundaberg was going back, and it did not 
even pay the enterprising A.S.N. Co. to 
send their steamers there. Maryborough 
and Gympie, he beliewd, were entitled to 
a railway. Last year he opposed the 
Stanthorpe line, but it was carried then as 
now against him. Very little had ever 
been done for the J\faryborough and Gym­
pie district, though it contained a very 
large population for years. 

The Hon. A. H. BROWN asked the 
Postmaster-General if it was intended 
to commence the railways simultaneously, 
or, if only two would be proceeded w~th 
at once? If the latter course was m­
tended by the Government, then he could 
only express his astonishment at the pro­
poRals put before the House. He had 
voted for the preceding railways in defe­
rence to the wishes of the people, whose 
representatives had passed them twice. 
But, as he had heard, the proposals n~w 
before the House were not all the rarl­
ways which the Govemment intended to 
undertake. There were some half-dozen 
other short local lines or branches spoken 
of; but he did not anticipate th~t the 
Government would enter upon thmr con­
struction simultaneously, to the disturb­
ance of the labour market. 

The PRESIDEXT pointed out that the 
Postmaster-General, having spoken, could 
not answer questions. 'l'he Honourable 
Mr. Brown must give notice for next clay, 
!lccording to the rules of the HDuse. 

The Hon. A. H. BROWN said he had not 
finished his address, and he should move 
the oniission of the last subdivision, to give 
the honourable member an opportunity of 
answering. 

The PHESIDENT: There was the motion 
about the Highfields railway coming on. 

The question was put, and the resolu­
tions were agreed to, as moved. 

The PosTMASTER-GENERAL then moved-
1. That this House approve of the plan, 

•ection ancl books of reference of the branch 
;ailway line from Highfields station to. Hi!)'h­
fields Summit, sent up by the Leg;slatrve 
Assembly for the approval or the Councrl. 

2. That such approval be notified 1o the 
Legislative Assembly, by Message in the usual 
form. 

He might state ~hat . the money for the 
construction of this rarlway was voted last 
session · but the plans not being complete 
he had 'not had the opportunity of asking 
the House to approve the line. The line 
was seventy-one chains long, and com­
menced at a point near to the present 
Highfields statio~; it the~ r~se a s~ort 
distance on a gradient ?f 1 m .10 for e~ght 
chains · after that It rose forty-mght 
chains,' on gradients varying from 1 in 5% 
to 1 in 6~. At the summit there were 
twelve chains of comparatively level 
ground. The object was-as Hig~fiel.ds 
was the centre of ~n agricul~ural chstrwt 
which was a considerable distance from 
Toowoomba, and as the only way of get­
ting down below the Main Range was by 
way of Toowoomba, a distance of fourteen 
miles-to enable the farmers, by a steep 
railway of three-qua1:ters. of a mi.le, to 
get access to the mam lme of rmlway. 
The new line would be constructed on . a 
principle in use on only three railways m 
the world--Mount 'iVashington, in the 
United States; lligi, in Switzerland; and 
Kahlcnberg, near Vienna. The gauge was 
something over 4 feet, and a centre toothed­
rail, on which a cog-wheel ran, prevented 
the train from going back whe~ the ascent 
was being made, and from gomg too fast 
when descending. The cost would be 
about £G,OOO. 

The Hon. \V. F. L.nrBERT: The Hot:se 
had just voted railways that would m­
valve a very large expenditure, a;nd 
now they were asked to do somethmg 
furthl'r. It would be only reasonable 
and fair of the Postmaster-General to 
tell the House how the . Governme~t 
intended to carry out the railways; or, ~f 
they intended to commence the whole SIX 
at once or only three, or two. He hoped 
the honourable gentleman would answer, 
so that some idea might be gained of how 
the labour market of the country was to be 
guided. If the Government should com­
mence the six railways simultaneously, then 
the labour market would be upset. 

The PnESIDEXT: The question now before 
the Home would lead honourable members 
to consider matters which had evicle:r:tly 
been on their minds during the evemng. 
As he judged from t~eir expressio:r:s, they all 
felt that though votmg for the rmlwa.ys put 
before the House they knew nothing ab?ut 
them, as far as the wisdom of constructm,g 
the particular lint'S was concer~1ed. To his 
mind the great difficulty was m the mode 
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in which the consent of Parliament was 
asked towards the different lines and the 
very large expenditure they involved. 
Taking the whole of the railways as they 
had been proposed, he had concurred in 
them, believing the question before the 
House was, whether they should consent or 
not to the policy of the Government for the 
time being. The question before the House, 
this night, was, as to the main lines which 
had been approved of, first by the represen­
tatives of the people, and then by the Coun­
cil. But when the Government asked the 
approval of the House to a branch line, an 
additional expense to the present line that 
had been made at a great outlay, he thought 
it was necessary that they should have the 
fullest information as to the reason for the 
change and the cost. If he should go on 
to another session, he should certainly pro­
pose to the House that all branch lines be 
referred to a select committee, before the 
House consented to them. It was quite 
right, in the present state of things, that the 
Government should propose new lines, as 
policy, and that the responsibility of the con­
duct of the construction of the lines should 
rest upon the department charged with them. 
That he did not object to; but if the House 
were asked to supplement lines already 
constructed by making branch lines, such 
as the one at Highfields, which was for 
local advantage, before the House agreed 
to it they should have the fullest informa­
tion upon it. From what the PoHtmaster­
General had said, the present was a case in 
which for a very small expenditure people 
would be saved travelling a distance of 
twenty-eight miles; and he had no doubt 
it was quite right that it should be con­
structed. But he (the President) rose to 
protect himself, by saying that in future 
he should require branch lines to be re· 
£erred to a select committee for inquiry 
and report, before the House were asked to 
sanction their construction. 

The PosT:\IASTER-GENERAL was under­
stood to say that the Government had laid 
on the table the fullest reports from their 
officers upon the works which the House 
had been asked to sanction. Honourable 
members were supposed to know the geogra­
phy of the colony and the requirements of 
the districts through which the railways 
were proposed to run ; if they did not, they 
ought to know that much; and they ought 
to have learned from the reports of the engi­
neers in charge of the works the nature of 
the works. vVith regard to the question of 
the Honourable Mr. Lambert as to the in­
tentions of the Government, he (the Post­
master-General) might say that it was not 
the intention of the Government to rush the 
larbour market in a·ny way. They had the 
permanent surveys of the line to Stanthorpe 
ready, and also of thirty-six miles of the 
Maryborough and Gympie line. The con­
struction of those works would be proceeded 

with as rapidly as possible consistent with 
the amount of labour at command. The 
extemion of those rail ways would go on with 
due regard to the labour requirements of 
the colony. The other works would be 
entered upon as opportunity enabled the 
Government to proceed. 

The Hon. F. T. GREGORY: The question 
was now drawing to a close. The Govern­
ment had the power numerically to carry 
their resolutions. He must sympathize 
with the Postmaster-General and his col­
leagues in the position they had placed 
themselves in ; they were on the horm of a 
dilemma. 

The PosT3fASTER- GENERAL, rising to 
order, reminded the honourable gentleman 
that the question was the approval of the 
Highfields railway. 

The Hon. F. T. GREGORY: The question 
at issue in connection with the Highfields 
line was of so triYial a nature after the voting 
of the six railways in the preceding resolu­
tions, involving an expenditure of three or 
four millions sterling, that it was not worth 
while to make much of a 1\"ork that wruld 
cost only £6,000. He could only express 
how deeply he sympathised with the unfor­
tunate dilemma in which the GoYernment 
were placed bet;veen their constituents and 
the country, with the authority giYen to 
them for the expenditure of money which 
the country could by no means afford. 

The Hon. A. H. BROWN said he might 
be permitted to repeat his question, whether 
it was the intention of the Government to 
carry on the whole of the railways at once? 
Something more than rumour \\"aS current 
to the efl'ect that the Bundaherg railway 
was to be gone on with immediately. A resi­
dent of Bundaberg had been in the city, and 
had had an interVIew with the Minister for 
·works, who told his interviewer that the 
work was to be commenced next month. 
He (.Mr. Brown) would read a telegram 
which had been sent to Bundaberg and 
made public :-

"Brisbane, August 2. 
"Sixty Snider rifles for"---. 

The PosTMASTER-GENERAL rose to order. 
He interrupted a short lecture from the 
Honourable Mr. Gregory, because he did not 
sit in the House to be lectured by that hon­
ourable member. Now, the Honourable 
Mr. Brown was going into the question of 
Snider rifles. What had that to do with 
the question before the House? 

The PRESIDENT ruled that the Hon. Mr. 
Brown was out of order. 

The Hon. A. H. BnowN admitted that 
he was wrong in referring to the Snider 
rifles, but he thought the .i:'ostmaster-Gene­
ral had unnecessarily interrupted his hon­
ourable friend. The telegram went on :-

"The Hon. Georgc Thorn hopes that ten· 
ders for a short section of Bundaberg railway 
will be called for in four months' time." 
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Now, he (Mr. Thorn) hardly knew upon 
which statement to place reliance: he did 
not know how much reliance could be 
placed on the statement of the Minister 
for \Yorks. That was why he put the 
question to the Postmaster-General, who 
was the only authority in the Council. 
'l'he honourable gentleman had implied 
that no such work would be carried on. 
Thei·dore he (Mr. Brown) was placed in 
a difficulty. Would the Minister for 
\Yorks enable the Bundaberg railway to 
be commenced in four months ; or was it 
to be postponed indefinitely? \Yith refer­
ence to the suggestion of the President, 
that branch lines should be refprred to a 
select committee, he imagined that could 
be proposed at any time when the mattrr 
came before the House, as an ordinary 
proceeding. 

Question put and passed. 
Messages were transmitted to the Legis­

lative Assembly to the effect that the rail­
way resolutions had been concurred in by 
the Council. 




