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--------

LEG ISLATIYE A.SSE:\fBLY. 
Tlrednesday, 8 August, 1877. 

•Questions -Real Property Bill-cOlnmittee.-Supply
'!f~Umption of comrnittee.-Jurors Bill--second 
reading. 

The SPE.I.KER took the chair at half-past 
three o' cloek. 

Q'CESTIOXS. 

1Ir. P.U,)!ER, pursuant to notice, asked 
the Colonial Secretary-

1. Have the Government buildings at Thurs
·day Island been completed and taken over 
from the contractor ? 

2. If so, when? 
3. 'What is the total cost of the buildings? 
4. By what officer were the buildings t01ken 

<JVer, ancl who was left in charge of them ? 
5. Has the Go>ernment est01blislnnent been 

removed from Somerset to Thursday Island ? 
6. If so, when ? 
7. ·what establishment, if any, is stillmain

tainecl at Somerset? 

The CoLO:'\HL SECRETARY (:;\fr. l\filc~) 
said-

1. Yes. 
2. 16th May, 1877. 
3. £(l,614 h. 3d. 

4. The Colonial Arehitect ; a man was sent 
from Somerset to stay, and others were sent to 
clear timber as they could be spared. 

5 ancl 6. K o. 
7. 'l\rr. Bccldome, and two men. 

REAL PROPERTY BILL-Co.:\DIITTEE. 

On the motion o£ the A:rToRXEY-GENE
R.tL (::\fr. Griffith), the House resolved itself 
into a CommittL'e o£ the \Yholc for the 
consideration o£ this Bill in detail. 

Preamble postponed. 
Clauses 1 and 2, as read, agreed to. 
On the question that clause 3-" Interpre

tation o£ terms "-as read, be agreed to, 
:i\fr. Tno)IPsox said that there was a 

new term introduced, nanwly, "proprietor," 
which he saw was io include the mort
gagee. 

The ATTOilXEY-GEXERAL said that by 
the existing Ad the mortgngcc was declarpd 
to have no intere>"t in thl' land, w that the 
word propridor did not include the mort
gagee ; but in the pre~c·ut Bill the term 
proprietor \Yas nsecl to mclndc mortgagPe. 
It was, in £act, merely an extension of the 
word proprietor. 

Mr. Tno)IPsox saicl that if the honour
able member woultl consent to an amend-
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r~1ent in clau~e :ll. ~~-hen it t·amr ou for 
comideration, he \\:ould havr no objection 
to allow the iYord to remain as it was. 

:Mr. JH ntrll Y said that the objec·tion 
1·aised hy the honoura hlP mPmber for the 
:Brcmer had al:;o :<trud:: him. and that he 
rropOSl'Ll to gl't ritl of it iYhl'll c]aU:<C ;3l 
t:flllll' Oil. 

'\luc;:tion ]JUt nnd :vassecl. 
Clan'P ±-"Rept•al''-a:; rt>ad. ngrerd to. 
)fr. TIImr Psox Jll'O}lOsecl the following 

nc•w daw;e, to follm1· clau:;o l :-
The Gon•r1wr in Council may from time to 

time bv connni:;sion under his· hand and the 
ocal of the colon~- appoint a fit am1 proper 
p0n'on to be Registrar of Title:; or Deputy 
Registrar of Titles us the ease may be. The 
Regi;;trar of Tit!!'" shall haw excc·ute and 
p·rform all tlw righto pmYcrs and duties "·bich 
by the principal .-\.et ant1 Acts relating to 
regi,tmtion of uectls aw• eonferrecl aml imposed 
upon the Regi,trar-General. Ancl whenever 
by the princ·ipal A et anything is recruirccl or 
authorized to be done by the llegi,trar-Geneml 
th<' oamc shall and mav hereafter be done by 
tJ,,, Registrnr of Titles i~1stead of the Registrar-, 
(h•m•rnl all(1• the pri11cipal Ae,t shall hereafter' 
he n•ad aml eon.<tnlctl as if ilw '"ords llegistrnr 
oi Titles had bt•t•n substitute<l for the wonls 
Regi.,trar ·General "henen·r the ea me occur 
tlwrcin. '\Yhenen·r h;· t hie A et an~-t hing is 
authorized or recptirecl to bt• done by the 
Regi>trar of TitlPs tlJC &amc may be lawfully 
don:• by any Dt•puty Hegiotrar of Title~. 

The object was to haw a Sl'Jlarah• dPpart· 
ment to be d,•voted to laml busine~s, and he 
mh1erstood that the Gon•rnHH'nt \Ycrc not 
fan•urably dispo~ed to it- -princ·ipally, he 
be!ien~cl, on economical groumls. 1

' He 
could not understand wln·, because that 
dciJUrhliC'nt was more than· sPlf-~nl'JlOrting; 
whiht, if tht• ehange whieh lll' prOJlO~ed 
was adoph•d, tlw effect would be that the 
hca<l of the ne\\- clf'partment WOl!ld be more 
directly re~pon><ihle than the head of the 
branch no\\· wa,. As it was now, the 
rc•:'pcmsibility wa:< frittered away over a 
nnmbC'r of ollict•rs-munPly, tht• Hegistrar
General, the Devuty l{t gistrar, and the 
J'lfa;;tl•r of Title<. HP contendl'cl that the 
dl'lJartment 1ms of ~uilleicnt im:vortance to 
ja;.;tify the appointment of a lu•nd who 
undPrstood law aud practice. \Yho that 
pc•rson should be• he did not pretl'nd to say. 
He diLl not know "ho would be the proper 
man to ap:voint for that oifice, and did not 
offer an opinion in that direction. If the 
objection was made that he wa~ proposing 
an e~l_lensin• 1 rocess, his answer wa~, that 
if they did not ha Ye a rL·~ponsible head
with ]llcnty of o;-ersel'ing power-a great 
meos would be made some day in the 
oi!icC', rrobably ro:<ting the Gowrnment a 
great deal of money, which woultl hare to 
come from tht• imuranee fund. It must 
b~ remembt•rctl that the GorC'rmm•nt were 
now doinrr the whole conn•vanein!! business 

of tllC' country; that it 11·us no longer bPing" 
clone by trainrclln~Yyt•rs. 'l'he form:< of' 
transfer, it wa~ true, were fillell up outside ' 

' but the transmission of titles took place in 
thC' Hrgistrar-General's Oilic-t•. It was,. 
therefore, impossible for thl' Gon•rnmPnt 
to shirk thl' H'sponsibility of having the 
dc1mrtment thol'Oughly efficient, and lw 
argued it ;vonM be wry umYi:<l• to make 
its efficiency tt:&sceondary cou~idt•rat ion. 

The A-rTorl::~mr-GEsEBAL said the Gov-
ernnll'nt wer,, not prc>JMrL·cl to sU])port the-· 
new danse. h:•causc thl'Y bPlil'\'l'll that the 
remedy proposed ;yas i1o n•medy for tlu~
objt•ction, if any, eom:vlaincc1 of. The 
\York of the oilice>, might HO\Y l;e clone by a 
De1mty llcgistrar~General-by hYo if neees-" 
sary; it did not ma~ter by what name they 
were called, for prPeisl'ly the same work 
wonlcl» be done. He could not see the 
adnmtage of, .. giving.Jhe pre:<cnt nominal 
head a m·w title. If the committl'e would 
bem:' in mind what the Htate of the office 
was whl'n one gentleman clid tlll' work of 
Master of Titles and HC"gistrar-Geiieral,. 
and eoHsic1cred that thest• duties i\·C're now 
c1ividcc1 ; and that, in aclllition, the Deputy 
llc•gistrar-General neYcr intt·rfC'rt•d in any 
other business outside of hi~ own dclmrt
ment, tlll'y must come to th,• conl'l us ion that 
thcr,• \Yas no necL•ssit~' for the appointment 
of a npw oiiict•r. He admitted that then· was 
a grl'at amount of \York to do in the office
m;d that it was seH-:mpporting; but, on the 
ot.llC'r hand, it must be reC'ollected that thC' 
Gon•rnml'nt guaranteed all tlw convey
ancing. It was not a snfficic•nt reason, 
because the dcpartmt•nt paid more than its 
own expenses, that the surplus should be
cxpen clc•d in Jlfl.)'ing anotlH·r ofHcer/ii;, lie 
held that the proposed clause ~~-ould simply 
have the effect of giving a new title to the
officer of the department, and proba lJly 
lead to an increase of salary being asked. 
Imnll'diately that a new title was giYen a 
new salary was generally demanded. He 
did not believe that the l'iliciencv of thl· 
departml'nt woultl b~ in any way i_il.creased. 
If anything additional iYas lnmtcd it \\'as 
the appointment of a m•w clt•rk. He
admitted that he had originall.f drawn up 
the clause now submitted, aucl that, p1·ima 
facie, thero had then apvearrcl to him a 
uec~ssity for it; but he did not hold that 
opinion now. On the contrary, it appeared 
to him that there was not suflicicnt ground 
for the proposed ehangl', and he should 
oppose its adoption. 

J\fr. MunrnY saicl he consider~d the new 
clause a very useful onl', and he regretted 
to hear the Attorney-Genl'ral say that he 
would o:vposc it. He must say that it did 
seem sompwhat singular that the work of 
the office should han been expedited imme
diatdy that ::\Ir. PetC'rsl'n was put at the 
head of it, when Mr. Scott went home; but 
the result was so beyond doubt. The 
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working head of the Registrar-General's 
office was Mr. Petersen, Mr. Jordan's 
duties being really ministerial, an:ll the 
carrying out of what was brought before 
him by the Deputy Registrar"General and 
the Master of Titles. He maintained that the 
head of the department should be a gentle
man who was qualified, by reason of his ex
perience and knowledge, to deal summarily 
with matters which now had to be referred 
to the Master of Titles. The greatest pos
sible expedition in the working of the Act 
should take place, and that could only be 
attained by appointing a gentleman who 
thoroughly understood it. He said, fur
ther, that no one who thoroughly under
stood the business of the office would refer 
to the Master of Titles many transfers 
which were now unnecessarily, he \)On
tended, passed to that officer ; and that if 
this unnecessary reference were dispensed 
with, the work would be materially expe
dited. Then, as to the supposed extra 
cost which would be involved. Presuming 
that it did cost £400 or £500 additional, 
the money would be well spent. He was 
satisfied that the country at large would 
willingly accede to any expense which 
would render the office more efficient. The 
alteration suggested by the member for 
Bremer was a most important one ; and 
believing that a state of quickness would 
be brought about in the office which was 
now altogether absent, he would support 
the new clause. 

Mr. STEW ART said he failed to see the 
necessity for a new officer. He could well 
understand that the present Deputy Regis
trar-General would like to be the chief of 
the ~epartment ; the arguments which had 
been used told in that direction -that 
because he had the responsibilities he 
should also have the office. He could only 
say that his experience went to show that 
the obstruction to the business of the office 
arose from the Deputy Registrar-General 
himself. He remembered that he once 
wished to expedite the passage through the 
office of certain documents about which he 
had been interviewed by a deputation, of 
which the honourable member for Ban
danba formed one; but he found that the 
Deputy Registrar-General put obstructions 
in the way. Considering that transfers 
could be registered in three or four days, 
as had been stated by the Registrar-Gene
ral, in the memorandum read by the Attor
ney-General, he could not see that the 
public had much to complain about. He 
thought, however, that mortgages might be 
put through faster. No case had been 
made out for a new officer, and less if the 
intention was only to give a new title to the 
present officer. 

Mr. FRASER said the committee had 
nothing to do with any individual in con· 
nection with this matter, and it was a pity 
that the name of one Bhould have been 

introduced. He did n~ call into question 
the statement of the Registrar-General; 
but he was in a position to say that his two 
predecessors were firmly of opinion that 
the time had arrived when the two depart
ments of the Registrar-General should be 
entirely separated. What connection was 
there between the two ? He believed that 
the whole time of the Registrar-General 
was now taken up with one of the depart· 
ments, and that the issuing of deeds took 
place entirely independent of him,-that he 
never saw them, although he was the 
nominal head of that department. It had 
been stated that deeds were now registered 
in two or three days ; but what did it matter 
to the public if they could be registered in 
one hour if they could not be got under four 
or five weeks, as he knew was actually 
the case. That was where the public con
venience was involved. One honourable 
member, speaking to this question the other 
evening, said that additional clerical assist· 
ance only was required ; but he did not 
think so. The fact was, that the time of 
the Deputy Registrar-General was so taken 
up with matters of detail-more than a. 
thousand deeds in a week had to be gone 
through carefully by him-that he had no 
time left to organize the office in such a 
manner as to study the convenience of the 
public. It was not the conferring of a 
new title that was asked, but the severance 
of two offices which had nothing to do 
with each other. He submitted that if the 
department in question were made inde
pendent, such organization and discipline 
would be obtained as would enable simple 
documents-which could not now be got 
under four or five weeks-to be passed 
through expeditiously. As the character 
of the Deputy Registrar-General had been 
animadverted upon, he would say that it 
was notorious that for the last three or 
four years that gentleman's health had 
been breaking down entirely through the 
severe ·work which was put upon him. 

Mr. BEoR said it seemed to him that the 
real question was, whether the person who 
had the responsibility and the work o£ the 
office should not have his position recog
nized by the creation of some different title, 
instead of appearing merely as the subordi
nate of an officer who had nothing to do 
with the office ; but he was doubtful as to 
whether it was necessary to make another 
head, or add another office. The real head 
now was the Master of Titles. He must 
certainly take exception to the statement o£ 
the last speaker, that deeds could not be got 
through the office under four or five weeks. 
He did not know how it came about that 
the honourable gentleman's experience 
differed so widely from his own, but he 
had found no such great delay. Perhaps 
there was some confusion of ideas on the 
subject ; for it must be remembered that 
some time muat necesaarily elapse after a. 
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deed was registered before it could issue 
from the office. In connection with com
plaints of delay, it must be remembered 
that from thirty to fifty deeds came into 
the office every day, all of which had to 
pass through the hands of several officers. 
The argument that because a di>ision of 
the offices of Registrar-General and Master 
of Titles had facilitated business, there
fore a further division would have a more 
beneficial effect, was fallacious. If they 
went on splitting up the offices there was 
no knowing where the process would end. 
As a matter of fact, the Master of Titles 
was not called upon by the Act appointing 
him to examine these deeds, and he under
took the work gratuitously. It was not 
correct to say that the Deputy Registrar 
did the work; it was done by the Master 
of Titles, unless too much pressed by work, 
in which ease the former undertook it. 
He (Mr. Beor) was not quite sure that it 
was proper for the Deputy Registrar to do 
this, as the work ought to come before the 
Master of Titles. The work whioh the 
Master of Titles was called upon to under
take, according to the letter of the Act, 
would not take him an hour in the day
his time was taken up by the inspection of 
these documents. "\Vhat was wanted was 
not a new officer, but a provision by which 
the Master of Titles might be legally 
authorized to do the work which he, as a 
matter of fact, at present perfor]Jl8d. He 
did not wish hcii1ourable members to 
understand that he imputed either negli
gence or incapacity to the Deputy Regis
tn,r-General, who wa~ a most zealous anLt 
efficient officer. He would still have more 
work than he ought to do. He had often 
heard that the Registrar-General's Office 
was the busiest public office in the city, 
and he believed that the report was correct; 
but he certainly agreed with the Attorney
General, that if any new, officer was 
appointed it ought to be a clerk to assist 
the Deputy Registrar, and that he should 
be entirely confined to real property work. 
The Deputy Registrar, also, should no 
longer have his attention divided between 
the different branches of work in the 
office. It would be better if the real pro
perty department were entirely by itself, so 
that there would be no danger of interfer
ence in it by an officer who took a different 
view of his duties from the present Regis
trar-General. 

l\fr. PERKIXS said he believed the object 
of the present measure was· to expedite the 
work under the Act, and it appearPd to him 
that the pl?oposed appointment would amend 
the state of affairs. The anthoritirs of the 
office ~eemed now divided, and the objPc
tion to it was, that they had not one man 
who would be answerable to the public. 
The public objected to the time which 
elap~ecl before the i~sue of a document from 
the office. He ~aw by the report of the 

select committee last year, that the 
Deputy Registrar-General said that if the 
machinery of the office was in proper work
ing order, a deed could be rrgistered in a 
few hours after it had been received. He 
could not fail to see that the office was one 
of the most important in the colony, and 
its importance must surely increase, for 
people were compelled to go to it with their 
business. The present Deputy Registrar 
was acting under the present and also the 
old Act ; and there was no wonder that 
delays occurred. "\Vhat would be the ad van
tage of a new clerk P He would not relieve 
the Registrar of his duties. Why not 
di·vide the office P If it had to be done 
some time it might as well be done now, 
and a l?ermanent responsible head officer 
be appomted. If a blunder was now made 
he did not know who could be held respon
sible. In order to insure reform, and to 
adopt a system in existence in other 
colonies, he was in favour of the appoint
ment of a responsible registering officer 
who would give his undivided attention 
to the working of the A.ct. 

Question-That the new clause stand 
part of the Bill-put. 

The committee divided :-
AYES, 18. 

:Messrs. G. Thorn, Palmer, Tlwmpson, Fox, 
Kingsford, Hoc kings, :Mdlwraith, Fmser, Haly, 
Groom, 11nrphy, .Marrossan, Grimes, Perkins, 
J. Scott, Foote, Buzacott, and Beattie. 

NoEs, 6. 
Meosr8. Douglas, Griffith, Miles, 1Iar Doualtl, 

lleor, and Stewart. 

Mr. Tno:~rPSON said that he had another 
new clause to provide for the registration 
of in~truments, ·which required that they 
should be attested by some known person. 
Under the existing Act the Registrar had 
no absolute vower to compel such attesta
tion; he could call for it in certain ea ~es, 
but generally he registered a document 
whether witnessed by a person who was 
known or not. The evidence given by the 
Registrar before the select committee went 
to show the existence of the difficulty, and 
he said that, in order to remedy it, it would 
be desirable to giw him authoritative 
instead of permissive pmyer to call for attes
tation. He iHRtancecl the case of Chinese, 
who signed in charach'rs with 1\-hieh he was 
unacqnainted, and their documents were 
often witnessed in a similar manner. -Ho"ll""
ever, as he understood the clause would 
meet with no opposition, he would, after 
making some little alteration that had been 
agreed upon, move it without further com
ment. He 1110ved accordingly, as a m·w 
clause, to follow after clan~e 4 of the Bill 
as printed :-

~-\.11 instruments executed in this colony 
pmeuaut to the pro visions of this A ci unlc;s 
the execution thereof be proved before the 
Registra1· of Titles 11. notary puhlic jmtics cf the 
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peaee or commissioner for taking affidavits as 
provided by section 115 of the principal Act 
shall b · attested by the Registrar of 'ritlcs a 
notary pnblic justice of the peace commissioner 
for taking affidavits barrister or solicitor. 

Mr. MuRPHY said that he quite agreed 
with the object ofthe new rlause, although 
some difficulties might arise in getting the 
persons required to attest a document. 

The ATTOR:l1EY-GENERAL said he had no 
objection to the new clause, which he con
sidered an improvement to the Bill. 

Mr. J!'RASER said that he thought gTeat 
inconvenience would arise from this new pro
vision. A great many small tramactions 
took place under the Act, and it would be a 
great hardship to compel a poor person to 
ride twenty or thirty miles to get a justice 
of the peace to witness a transaction of some 
£:l5. He had never heard of any serious 
complaints being made against the system 
at present pursued. 

Mr. THoliPSON said that the difficulty 
would not arise. He had known gentle
men on the commission of the }Jeaee attest 
documents which they had not even seen 
executed. 

JIIIr. FRASER said that, if so, the new 
clause afforded no protection. 

Question-That the new clause, as read, 
be inserted after clause 4 of the Bill-put 
and passed. · 

J\Ir. JIIIui{PHY said he wished to nwve a 
new clause, of which he had given notice. 
At present, if the slightest elTor occurred 
in the issuing of a Crown grant, it took a 
long time and was most difficult to remedy. 
Under the Real Property Act the Regis
trar-General had power to amend a small 
error in description, and he wished to give 
the same power in the case of Crown 
grants. He moved, therefore, the insertion 
of the following clause :-

Notwithstanding the provisions of the Titles 
to Land Act of 1858 the Registrar of Titles 
may exer<'ise in respect of grants from the 
Crown the powers given to him by sub-section 
four of section eleven of the principal Act 
authorizing him to correct errors in certificates 
of title or in the register book or in entries 
made therein respectively and otherwise as 
therein provided And such sub-section four of 
section eleven of the principal Act shall be read 
and construed in all respects as if it had 
expressly authorized the Registral' of Titles to 
correct errors in grants from the Crown as well 
as in certificates of title. 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL pointed out 
that grants were issued from the Lands 
Office, and that it was impossible that the 
Registrar of Titles could know anything 
about any error made in them. If the 
clause were passed, it would put into the 
hands of the Registrar the power of 
attempting to rectify any error Hupposcd to 
be made by the Government. He did not 

see that the clause, i£ passed, would effect 
any real good, and he hoped the honour
able member would not press it. 

The CoLONIAL TREASURER said that a 
circumstance had come within his know
ledge where a provision of this kind would 
have been of real advantage. An original 
grantee sold his land, and a rertificate of 
title wa~ issued. "\Vhen the land came to 
be subdivided a serious error in the ori
ginal description was cliHeovered, and six 
months had to elapse before it could be 
rectified. He thought the amendment 
would do good in a ease of that kind, as it 
would lead to the saving of a great deal of 
timP. 

Mr. Tno:llPSOX also objeded to tlw 
amendment, that it would not practically 
be of much use. 

:1\Ir. ~fuuPHY said that, while still believ
ing that his amendment would be of prac
tical bl'llefit, yet, as it was objected to by 
the Attorney-General, he would, with the 
permission of the committee, withdraw it. 

Amendment withdrawn accordingly. 
Clause 5-" S,rorn appraiser to be ap

pointed;" and clause 6-" Oath of the 
sworn appraiser" -passed with a verbal 
amendment, altering the word "RPgistrar
General" to "Registrar o£ Titles." 

:i\1r. FnASER proposed the following new 
clause, to follow clause 6 :-

It ~lmll be lawful for any person to fill in 
any form or forms prescribed by the schedules 
of this Act or the principal Act or such altera
tions of the said forms as shall be officially 
recognizell by the Registrar of Titles. 

This, he said, "·as a very simple matter, 
and he had every confidence that the legal 
members of the House would not object to 
it. It was simply intended to give recog
nition to what was every day in practice 
at the present time. 'l'he object of the 
Bill, as had been said before, was to 
facilitate dealings with real property-to 
put it on the level of all other commodities. 
They had heard that Government had pro
vided con veyancPrs under this Act, and 
what he intended to lPgalize could not 
bear the name of conveyancing, as it was 
well known that a very large part of the 
business done in the real property office 
was clone by laymen--a fact which was 
well known ancl' recognized by the legal 
profession. At present business of this 
kind must be carried on sub rosa; and 
"·hether the amendment was carried or 
not the traffic would still be continued all 
the same. 

The ATTOUNEY-GBNERAL said it was 
evident the honourable member wished to 
allow persons to charge for filling up these 
schedules, and, if so, the amendment would 
not meet the object he had in view. 

.Jir. TnmiPSON said in his opinion the 
amendment was totally unnecessary. Any-
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body in this free country could fill in any 
form he pleased, and the only difficulty was 
about charging. If the honourable mem
ber wanted to protect himself against the 
officers of the Supreme Court the amend
ment should read somewhat in this form: 

. "Any body charging for conveyancing under 
the keal Property Act shall not be liable 
to attachment." There had only been one 
prosecution for charging for conveyancing 
by unqualified persons under the Real 
Property Act ; and the means of getting 
ronnel it in various ways were so well 
known as not to be worth troubling about. 

Mr. FRASER then asked permission to 
withdraw the amendment; and the amend
ment was withdrawn accordingly. 

Mr. THO:MPSO:N moved the insertion of 
the following new clause, to follow clause 
6:-

When any person claiming to be entitled 
beneficially to land for an estate of freehold in 
possession shall apply to have such land 
brought under the provisions of this Act it 
shall not be lawfnl for the Registrar of Titles to 
reject snch application by reason only that a 
conveyance by the original grantee of the said 
land forming part of the title appears to have 
been executed by such grantee prior to the issue 
of the grant. 

Question put and passed. 
Clause 7-" Application when third party 

is interested only to be withdraw"n with his 
consent "-was passed with the addition of 
the words " or his solicitor." 

The following new clause was also 
inserted, without discussion, on the motion 
of Mr. THOMPSON :-

When the Registrar of Titles shall be of 
opinion that any application to bring land 
under the principal Act is defective on account 
of want of legal or equitable title in the appli· 
cant he may instead of rejecting the same 
accept the concurrence of the parties entitled 
to any legal or equitable estate therein the 
same to be indorsed on the application or refer· 
ring thereto by number or other sufficient 
description and shall be sufficient if in the fol· 
lowing form or in a form to the like effect:-

I concur in the above [or within] applica· 
t,ion. 

Dated 

Witness 
01'-

A. B. 

I concm in the application of 
to bring land [describing it] under the Real 
Property Act. 

Dated 
A. B. 

Witness 
Clause 8-" Leases not to be affected by 

lands being brought under the Act "-was, 
on the motion of the Attorney-General, 
negatived, in order to allow of the next 
amendment to be proposed by Mr. Thomp· 
son to be substituted for it. 

Mr. THo:llPSON proposed the following 
new clause, to be inserted instead of 
clause 8 :-

Notwithstanding the provisions of section 
44 of the principal Act the estate of a regis· 
tered proprietor shall not be paramount or have 
priority over any tenancy from year to year or 
for any term not exceeding three years created 
either before or afte1• the issue of the certificate 
of title of such registered proprietor. 

JYir. STEWART said the Attorney-General 
proposed to make a verbal lease for three 
years or under binding on a purchaser who 
had no knowledge of the lease when the 
purchase was made. Suppose land was 
taken from a man who had no wish to part 
with it; he could say a verbal lease existed 
at a nominal rent for three years. It would 
also interfere with the sheriff's sales under 
the 22nd clause, and, in some instances, 
render the property unsalable. 

Mr. THO:MPSON said that. as a matter of 
fact, leases over three years must be in 
writing. 

Mr. STEW ART thought that if there was 
a lease for longer than one year it should 
be in writing, as he could not understand 
how people were to go on quarter after 
quarter for three years before they could 
get possession of the property. 

~Ir. MuRPIIY said that the object of the 
clause was to simplify matters, and to bring 
properties now outside the Real Property 
Act within the provisions of that Act. If 
the law made it illegal to deal with leases 
for less than three years, without such 
leases being in writing, then people would 
be led to make inquiries, and be more 
careful what they were doing. If land 
happened to be under the Act, surely a 
man living in the country should be able 
to lease it for a time without going through 
all the formalities over again. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said that the 
clause would simply place on the Statute 
what was already the law, although perhaps 
not generally known, and the enforcement 
of which was now attended with great 
expense, and sometimes with great hard
ship. 

Question put ana' passed. 
On clause 9 -"Priorities of registra

tion"-
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved the 

omission of the word " general " wher
ever it appeared, with the view of insert
ing the words "of Titles." 

Amendment agreed to. 
Mr. STEW ART asked the Attorney-Gene· 

ral whether there was any possibility of 
passing mortgages through more rapidly 
than was now the practice? His object in 
asking that question was, that it had been 
represented to him by a deputation that 
great inconvenience sometimes arose from 
the delay in passing mortgages, ancl he 
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understood that all that was required was 
simply an endorsement on the back of a 
deed. 

The ATTORXEY·Gmnnur, said he con
fessed that what had to be clone might 
sometimes be clone in half-an-hour. The 
question was whether there was a sufficient 
number of people to do it. 

:\fr. THo~IPSON said he had considerable 
doubts about the clause, and should oppose 
it unless the honourable gentleman could 
get over his objections. It appeared to 
him that a lot of doe wnents affecting the 
same estate might be taken to the Registrar 
of Titles, and that they were to be dealt with 
as regarded the priority of date of produc
tion for registration, and not aeconling 
to the dates of registration itself. The 
obj~ct, probably, was to facilitate regis
tratwn ; but he must confess that he did 
not understand the object of it. He thought 
the way to get over the difficulty altogether 
would be to have plenty of hands, so that 
matters might be dealt with quickly. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said that the 
clause was proposed to deal with such a 
case as this. Supposing a deed taken to 
the Registrar of Titles, and in the mean
time, and before registration, some other 
instrument executed by the same owner 
should be produced, the Registrar of 
Titles would first register the instrument 
first produced. 

Clause, as amended, agreed to. 

Mr. THO:\l:PSON proposed the following 
new clause, to follow clause 9:-

A ~eparate register of powers of attorney 
a:ffectmg lands under the provisions of this Act 
or w~ich may be the subject of an application 
to brmg them under such provisions shall be 
kept And whenever a power of attorney shall 
be brought to the Registrur of Titles for the 
first time he shall enter a memorial thereof in 
such register and such entry shall be considered 
a compliance with the provision of section 104 
of the principal Act requiring that a memorial 
of such power of attorney shall be entered in 
the register book and no entry of such memo
rial after the iirst such entry shall be necessary 

. It shall not be necessary for the Registrar of 
T1tles to require proof that at the time of the 
execution of any instrument executed under 
any such power and tendered to him for regis
tration such power was unrevoked. 

The object of that clause was, that a 
separate registry of powers of attorney 
should be kept, and that when once a 
power of attorney was entered it should 
be considered done once and for all. 

Question put and passed. 
On clause 10-" Instrument to take 

effect from date of production for regis
tration"-

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said that in 
moving that clause, on whieh there was 
to be an amendment proposed by the hon
ourable member for Cook, he might take 
the opportunity of mentioning that he 

believed if the amendment was adopted 
it might have the effect of opening the way 
to fraud, as a man who intended to become 
insolvent would put a false date in a deed. 
vVith regard to the clause itself, he moved 
the omission of the word "general," with 
the Tiew of inserting the words "of Titles." 

Amendment agreed to. 
Mr. MuRPHY proposed the following 

clause, to be substituted for the one just 
read:-

Subject to the proviso next hereinafter eon
tainecl all instruments when registered shall 
take effect from the date thereof which elate 
shall be expressed in the certificate of title or 
other instrument issued by the Registrar
General Provided that no such registration 
as last aforesaid which would interfere with 
the right of any person r.Iaiming under any 
instrument previously registered urider this Act 
shall be made except subject thereto. 

He said he could not understand why 
registration should not take effect from the 
date thereof, except on the possibility men
tioned by the Attorney-General,-which, 
however, might arise in connection with 
any transaction; otherwise, taking the case 
of a person living hundreds of miles away, 
it might be six months after sending his 
deeds before he could get them registered. 
He thought that they should assist persons 
as far as they could in ha>ing their titles 
complete from the time of registration. At 
the same time he proposed that such regis
tration should not interfere with the right 
of auy person claiming under any instru
ment. 

Mr. THOl1PSON said he would have to 
go with the Attorney-General and against 
the amendment of the honourable member 
for Cook. The object of the clause was to 
give effect from the date of the instrument 
being registered ; but how would that be 
if the instrument came before the Registrar 
of Titles defective in form P 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said that in
formal instruments were never registered ; 
they went away again and were not regis
tered until complete. The object of the 
clause was that the public should not 
suffer through any accidental delay. 

Mr. BEOR considered it was undesirable 
that the Real Property Act should conflict 
with the law more than possibly could be 
helped. Now the honourable member for 
Cook had proposed a clause which seemed to 
make the law under the Real Property Act 
and the registration of deeds correspond 
with the law as it stands. He thought it 
1\'as most undesirable that people should 
have rights under the law, and that then 
the Real Property Act should step in and 
repeal that law by a side-wind. For that 
reason he should vote for the amendment, 
which he thought was proper and desir• 
able. 

Clause, as amended, agreed to, 
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On the motion of the ATTORNEY-GENE
RAL, the House resumed ; the Chairman 
reported progress, and obtained leave to 
sit again to-morrow. 

SUPPLY-RESU:iHP'riON OF OOM
l\1ITTEE. 

On the motion of the CoLOKIAL TRE.~
SURER, the House went into Committee o£ 
Supply. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY moved that a 
vote of £19,270 be granted on account of 
Colonial Stores. He pointed out that there 
was an increase of £230 for salariPs, of 
which £100 was to the clerk in charge in 
lieu of rent. 

Mr. J. Scon asked for further informa
tion as to the increases of salary. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY replied that 
one clerk got an increase of £50, and 
another one of £30. Mr. Sutherland had 
received a gratuity of £20 OYer and above 
his salary, and it was now proposed to give 
him an increase of £50 and do away with 
the gratuity. 

lVJ r. S·rEYENSOX said he thought the com
mitttee should hear some further reason 
why the increases had been put on the 
Estimates. 

The,CoLONIAL SEcRETARY said that the 
clerk in charge had formerly a house free 
of rent. He was deprived of the house, and 
the Government thought that he should be 
made some allowance in lieu of that. Ano
ther clerk (Mr. Lyons), for whom £30 was 
set clown, had been ten years in the service. 
.!Hr. ~utherland, as he had already ex
plained, received a gratuity of £20 for two 
years, and was now put down for an increase 
of £00. Two storemen, who had been 
twelve years in the service, were to have 
£10 each; and the carter was set clown for 
£20. 

Mr. :NfoREHEAD said this was the first 
t1me the committee had heard of gratuities 
being given to clerks in the public depart
ments. Honourable members should be 
very careful in permitting or allowing such 
payments without their sanction. "\Vhere 
was this practice to stop P The committee 
should have some information as to the 
principle upon which gratuities were 
granted in excPss of the salaries voted by 
the committee. 

The CoLo::s-rAL SECRET.~RY said his object 
in putting the increases on the Estimates 
in this ease was to do away with gratuities 
altogether, and he would pledge his 11·orcl 
that he would pay no money without the 
sanction of the House. 

Mr. STEVENSON said he should like to 
Jmow who authorized the payment of tlwse 
gratuities ? "\Vhat was the use of bringing 
down the Estimates if Ministers were per· 
mitted to give gratuities to whom they 
thought fit? The committee ought to 
know who authorized the gratuity for 
laat year. He a!Bo desired to know how it 

was that the free house was taken away 
from the chief clerk P 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said he be
lieYed that the house was required for ano
ther purpose. He also beliend that during 
the time the honourable member for Port 
Curt1s was in office the clerk was given per
mission to occupy the house, with the under
standing that whenever it was required he 
was to leave. He had been deprived of it, 
and the Government thought he was enti
tled to an increase in lieu of the rent 
which he had previously saved. He was 
alRo given to understand that the honour
able member for Port Curtis refused to 
increase the officer's salary on the ground 
that he had a house free. 

J\Ir. P.U)IER said that before the Colo
nial Secretary took his name in vain he 
ought to make himself fully acquainted 
with the circumstances. J\Ir. Hassell, the 
clerk in charge, was, at his otvn request, 
allo;,·ed to occupy an empty house for 
which there was no use at the time; but he 
was distinctly told that he was giycn no 
claim whatever, and that he must leave the 
house when it was wanted. 

lHr. STEWART said that tvhen he was in 
office he authorized the payment of the 
gratuity of £20 last year. It was explained 
to him that the salary of the clerk to whom 
it was given was insuificient, and had he 
known the circumstances before the Esti
mates were prepared he (JHr. Stewart) 
would haYe put the amount of the gratuity 
in the Hha11e of an inrrease of salary. 
"\Vith regard to the claim of the chief clerk, 
h0 thought it did not arise because he got 
permission to occupy a house of which he 
had since been deprived. He (1\Ir. Stewart) 
understood that when the general increases 
were set down this officer's incrC'ase was 
struck off because of a foot-note that he 
had a house free; he w~ts de11rived of the 
house soon after, and consequently lost both 
it and the increase intended for him. 

Mr. J\IoREHEAD said he objected to the 
honourable member for Brisbane continu
ally "step-fathering" the Colonial Sec·re
tary. The committee did not want to be 
continually reminded that that honoura
ble member was once Colonial Secretary. 
"\Yith reference to Mr. Has sell, it had been 
clearly shown that that officer had no 
Yestecl right to the builcling, and that he 
perfectly understood that he was to remove 
from the house whenever it '\\'aS required. 
He could not, therefore, see how ::\Ir. 
Hassell had any claim for an increase'. 

The CoLOXIAL SECRETARY said t' ,e hon
ourable member for Brisbane had pointed 
out that Mr. Hasselllost his increase when 
the general increase o£ salaries took place, 
because he had a house free. He thought 
Mr. Hassell was fairly entitled to the 
addition proposed to his sahry, seeing that 
he was immediately after clc•prived o£ hi~ 
hou;;e. 
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Mr. STEVENSON said it SE'emE'cl to him 
most extraordinary that the clerk in charge 
should get a salary of £150 more than the 
chief clerk in the Colonial Secretary's 
Office. He proposed that the item of £100 
-allow-ance to the elerk in charge in lieu 
of rent-should be omitted. 

J\Ir. PAL)IER said he did not sav that 
Mr. Hassell was not occupying ~ very 
respomible office, and that he should 
not be paid better than he was ; but he 
maintained that this was not the way the 
increase should be brought forward. He 
would advise the Colonial Secretary to 
withdraw the item, because there was no 
ground for it in this shapE', and to bring it 
forward on the Supplementary Estimates, 
when he would support it. The clerk in 
charge filled a very responsible office, and 
was open to temptation, and had resisted 
it. \V hen he (Mr. Palmer) was in office, he 
knew that ::Yir. Has sell was offered a com
mission on everything that he ordered and 
refused to accept it. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY re1Jlied that 
he would willingly adopt the suggPstion of 
the honourable member for Port Curtis. 

Question-That the allowance of £100 
to the rlcrk in rhargP be omitted-put and 
p11.~sed. 

Mr. \V. ScoTT asked upon what system 
blankets were distributed to the aborigi
nals P 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY replied that 
they were forwarded to the police magis
trates, and distributed by them. 

J\fr. \V. ScoTT asked whethrr they were 
sent to other parties for distribution P . 

The PrrE~IIER said that in some few 
cases they were, and they had been adYan
tageonsly distribute<l. During the last 
year they were distributed in the neigh
bourhood of Brisbane imtead of in the city, 
it being conRidered undesirable that the 
blacks should congrrgate in town. Some 
were issued on the Pine RiYer, others at 
Durnndur, and some at the Logan. 

1\fr. vV. ScoTT said he merely asked the 
question on account of a case which had 
occurred at K anango. Blacks, to the num
ber of 200 or :lOO, congregated there, and 
rrmained several weeks, expecting their 
blankets ; but only fifty were sent up, 
which were given to old gins. He thought 
provision should be made by the Colonial 
Secretary to prevent anything like this 
occurring again. In this case nearly all 
the bla_cks went away without blankets. 
ThPy were asked to g1ve three elwers for 
the Queen, which they did heartily
without blankets. 

Mr. MoREHEAD thought that the com
mittee should have some fuller explanation 
regarding the item of £18,000, put down for 
co,1tingencies. It should be shown how 
this money was proposed to be expended. 
He wanted to know what items were in-

eluded in the sum asked for? It was a 
large amount, and very little information 
was giYen about it. 

Mr. GRAHDI said he had been pleased 
with the remark of the Colonial Secretary, 
when he said that he proposed an increase 
to a salary in order to stop the system o:f 
gh-ing gratuities. Honourable gentlemen 
should remember that the House looked 
upon him as the incarnation of economy, 
and he now hardly rose to the occasion. 
The honourable gentleman should remem
ber, also, that he had belonged to their 
side of the House, and that when they 
ga•e him over, without a sigh, they ex
pected something in return from him. He 
(Mr. Graham) should very carefully scru
tinize every item in which there was a 
proposed increase, and thought that the 
Colonial Secretary would find it more easy 
to pass his Estimates through the com
mittee i:f he gave them the fullest and most 
explicit information on every item o:f them. 

1\Ir. MoRE HEAD said that he sympathized 
with the Colonial Secretary under the 
insidious attack made upon him by the 
honou-rable member for Darling Downs. 

Mr. PETTIGREW said that he would like 
to call the attention of the Colonial Secre
tary to the blankets >:upplied to the abori
gines, which were nothing but shoddy o:f 
the worst description. This was all that 
was given them in return :for taking their 
lands. The proposed increase to the clerk 
in charge of the Colonial Stores was more 
than the cost of the blankets supplied to 
all the aborigines in the colony. They 
grew wool in the country ; and now they 
were haying a factory started where 
blankets could be easily manufactured of 
pure wool, and so distinguished that the 
blacks would not be tempted to sell them 
for rum or a mere trifle in money. 

Mr. H.uY said that the cost of the 
blankets should be put separately on the 
Estimates. Not only were the blankets of 
bad quality, but insufficient in number. 
He had seen the blacks hanging about 
the police offices, waiting for weeks, and 
then more than half o:f them going away 
without blankets ; yet they were asked to 
give three cheers for the Queen. He 
thought, for the honour of Parliament, 
that the blankets should be of better 
quality and sufficient in number ; and he 
hoped that the Colonial Secretary would 
see to the matter. 

Mr. I YORY said there was also a good 
deal of sense in the remark of the honour
able member for the J\1itchell, that the 
item on the }<};ti ~nates was a very large one 
without pruper details. The Premier was 
no doubt very serious, now that he had the 
responsibility of all the railways on his 
shoulders ; but it would be better i£, instead 
of leduring honourable members, he saw 
that they had the in-formation required. 
The item under consideration was either 
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too small this year, or it must have been 
too large last year; for in spite of the 
increase in population and in the number 
of the police force it remained the same. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said that the 
items were put on the Estimates in exactly 
the same manner as they had appeared in 
previous years. \Vith regard to blankets 
for the aborigines, he might say that he 
had already given orders that they should 
be manufactured with some distinguishing 
marks. 

Mr. MoREHEAD said that the honourable 
member would not meet the charges made 
against him :fairly. He was told- that the 
blankets were of bad quality, and distri
buted in insufficient numbers ; but he had 
not told the committee that he would see 
the fault amended. He told them that 
they should accept the item, as it was put 
on the Estimates in the same way as on 
previous occasions. They lived and learned, 
and he thought that, instead of being 
blamed, honourable members of the Oppo
sition should be praised for their acumen 
in discovering a deficiency which had 
escaped even the keen vigilance of the 
Colonial Secretary when in Opposition. 

Mr. GnooM said that although the item 
was put clo·wn on these in the same manner 
as in previous Estimates, that was not 
the answer which the Colonial Secretary 
himself would have taken when in Opposi
tion. \Vith regard to the blankets supplied 
to the aborigines, the committee were 
entitled to know what system was pursued 
in procuring them. Were they purchased 
or supplied by tender ? There was no 
doubt that honourable members had a per
fect right to demand full particulars of this 
item; and he was surprised, on referring 
to the Estimates of New South Wales, to 
find the same item put clown as a lump 
sum of £70,000. He might remark, inci
dentally, that the clerk in charge of the 
Colonial Stores there had a smaller salary 
than the one in Queensland-to whom it 
was proposed to give an increase. Answers 
should be given to all these questions; and 
although the Colonial Secretary was new 
in office, he should have had his Uncler
~ecretary to supply him with the required 
mformation. 

Mr. Fox said that he endorsed the 
remarks made by honourable members 
about the blankets given to the aborigines. 
The committee should know what those 
blankets cost ; for he believed they paid 
a very high price for an inferior article, not 
only in quality but in size. He could also 
endorse the remarks that the supply was 
short of the demand. In his own district 
hardly one-third of the blacks got blankets, 
which were only sent in sufficient quantities 
for the gins and children. Some inquiry 
should be made in each district as to the 
quantity which should be sent to the blacks. 
He did not think that these people should 

be neglected because they were black. It 
was the duty of the Colonial Secretary to 
see that they all got their blankets. 

Mr. J". ScoTT said it was no defence of 
the present system to say that it had been 
the practice heretofore. They had been 
told over and over again that this was a 
progressive Government, and certainly they 
ought to progress in the direction alluded 
to. ~Then the Colonial Secretary sat on 
the Opposition side of the House he always 
took exception to this item, and asked for 
the information which he now, when in 
office, refused to give. This vote ought 
not to be allowed to pass until they were 
supplied with particulars about these five 
distinct items. The honourable member 
for Toowoomba had referred to the distri
bution of blankets to the aboriginals in 
New South vY ales ; but the blankets in 
that colony were not distributed in the 
miserable way in which the Government 
doled them out here. The Government of 
that colony took the trouble to ascertain 
the number of blacks, and then served out 
a sufficient number of blankets to supply 
them. 

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY said this item 
of £18,000 covered all the stores required 
in his department. \Vith reference to the 
blankets, he might say that the storekeeper 
got a sample of blankets from New South 
Wales, as they had been issued to the 
aboriginals in that colony, and then called 
for tenders for similar ones. A tender was 
accepted in Brisbane; and the contractor, 
finding that he had tendered too low, asked 
to be allowed 2s. 6cl. per blanket over and 
above the price tendered for. He refused 
to allow it, but gave him the opportunity 
of cancelling his tender. That, however, 
did not suit the contractor, and he lost 
some £200 or £300 on the contract. 

Mr. \V. ScoTT asked whether the sad
dlery for the police was not manufactured 
in the gaol? 

The PRE~IIER said he had seen something 
of these blankets, and could give an opinion 
upon them ; and he denied the statement 
which had been made as to the quality of 
the blankets issued this year. Their quality 
was excellent, and no one could wish to see 
better ; and a much larger number had 
been distributed than in any previous year. 
Of course, a larger number might be served 
out, but it would increase the expenditure 
very much. It must also be remembered 
that in the several Government offices a 
large amount of stationery was required, 
and that the inmates of the gaols and the 
lunatic and benevolent asylums, as well as 
the police, had to be clothed. The raw 
m!1terial was furnished to the gaols, as 
also leather :for saddlery, and they were 
worked up by the prisoners. K o doubt his 
honourable friend the Colonial Secretary 
would willingly comply with the wishes of 
honourable gentlemen opposite by causing a 
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return to be made of the goods required in 
his department last year. An annual 
return of that kind would no doubt prove 
very useful. 

Mr. MciLwRAITH said the membt>rs of 
the Opposition did not complain o£ the 
extravagance o£ the vote, but that there 
was nothing before them to enable them to 
judge whether it was extravagant or not. 
No doubt the item appeared on the E~ti
matcs as it had clone year after year; but 
the Colonial Secretary should be the last 
man to urge that as an argument £or not 
affording the information asked £or. On 
reference to the Gazette he found that the 
cost o£ this department last year was 
£19,845, and it would be a satisfaction to 
the committee had the Colonial Secretary 
been prepared to tell them how that money 
had been spent. It was all very well £or 
the Premier to talk about preparing a 
return; but that ought to have been done 
long ago, as this was the only opportunity 
the committee would have of cle bating the 
matter. The statement o£ the honourable 
member for Toowoomba with regard to 
the New South Wales Legislature passing 
a similar item to this, with even less infor
mation to lay before that Parliament, was 
not exactly correct, for a proper sub
division was made in those Estimates, 
which gave at least some sort o£ informa
tion. The committee wished to know what 
they were passing this money for, and the 
Colonial Secretary ought to have been pre
pared with the necessary information. 
This was the first time in his experience 
that a Minister haclnot been backed up by 
his Under Secretary with all the informa
tion which the committee wanted; and it 
was the first time that he had seen infor
mation refused to the House on this item. 
Until they got the information they wanted, 
they ought not to allow the vote to make 
any further progress. 

Mr. PALMER said he had just been look
ing at the Votes and Proceedings £or 18i3, 
and the Colonial Secretary was not correct 
in saying that the present system had 
always been followed. He noticed that 
in that year the item o£ goods supplied 
£or the police was put down separately, 
although the others were certainly lumped 
together. \Yhat particularly struck him 
was, that while in 1873 the total o£ this 
vote was only £9,150 £or the whole depart
ment, this year it was £19,270. The 
population o£ the colony had not nearly 
doubled during the last £our years, while 
the expenditure in the Colonial Stores had 
more than doubled. That was a circum
stance which ought to make honourable 
members ask a great many questions. It 
was a very serious matter indeed, and the 
Colonial Secretary ought to be prepared 
with information upon it. It had been 
said that the Colonial Secretary had 
always questioned him (l\fr. Palmer) 

when he occupied that office. He admit
ted it; but when he asked his questions 
that honourable gentleman always got his 
answers. He knew the difficulty there was 
in making these subdivisions ; but the 
Colonial Secretary seemed to think that he 
had come here to pass his votes without 
giving any information whatever. But he 
could assure that honourable gentleman 
that he would not pass many more votes 
unless he compliPd with the reasonable 
wishes o£ the Opposition. He entirely 
disagreed with the plan which had been 
followed last year o£ distributing blankets 
to the blacks through private hands. When 
he was in office many applications were 
made to him by gentlemen holding stations 
ancl owning private properties to give them 
blankets £or their blacks ; but they were 
invariably refused. He did not think that 
gentlemen who had blacks in their service 
should be allowed blankets at the expense 
o£ the public to pay their own servants 
with. That was what had been done by 
the Premier last year. He himself had 
made personal enemies by refusing to 
allow blankets to be issued in that way. 
\Vhen he was in office there were some 
police stations where there were bales of 
blankets that had never been opened, 
while other stations were short o£ them. 
The department ought to be responsible for 
the inquiry as to the number o£ blankets 
required in the different police districts, 
and more blankets ought to be sent. He 
c0uld say nothing as to the quality o£ the 
blankets this year; but he believed that 
those i~sued last year were very good. The 
vote £or blankets £or aborigines should be 
very much increased. The quantity that 
had been lately served out was rather 
absurd ; and he believed that in some o£ the 
outside districts they had been used by 
persons about stations whither they were 
sent, ancl that the blacb never got one o£ 
them. It was absurd to send blankets to 
the Northern districts where the blankets 
were never used, and the closest approach 
to them was a strip o£ bark. 

The CoLo::'<IAL SECRETARY said that 
although the sum put down on the Esti
mates £or 1873 £or this item was only 
£9,000, yet in the Supplementary Esti
mates £or that year there was an additional 
item o£ some £5,000 for that department, 
which would nearly bring up the figure to 
its present amount. 

Mr. PALMER: Let us see what the item 
on this account in the Supplementary Esti
mates this year will be. 

Mr. GRoOM said that he wished to say, 
in reply to the Premier, that when he 
spoke o£ the inferior quality o£ the blankets 
he was not referring to those issued this 
year, which he hacl not seen, but to those 
issued last year, some of which were o£ 
very inferior quality indeed. It was absurd 
to tell the blacks that blankets were to be 
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given to them by Her Majesty the Queen, 
and then to supply them with one each, 
which was only worth half-a-crown. 

The PuE:IIIEU said the blankets cost from 
Ss. to 10s. each, and were supposed to be 
very cheap. "\Vith regard to the statement 
of the honourable member for Port Curtis, 
that he did not approw of blankets being 
distributed through private hands, he might 
say that he quitE> agreed with him; but 
there were cases in which it was desirable 
to depart from that rule. There was no 
police office, for instance, bet"\1-een here 
and Gympic, and it was not desirable 
always to bring the blacks into the large 
towns, but to distribute the blankets near 
their own habitations. As a rule, it was 
much better that the blankets should be 
distributed by some officer of the Go>ern
ment, and that was in all ordinary instances 
adopted; but, like all rules, it might some
times be advantageously departed from. 
As to the increase in this >ote since 1873, 
he might say that in that year £5,000 were 
put upon the Supplementary Estimates to 
make up the deficit, and that fact, to some 
extent, met the objections of the honourable 
member for Port Curtis. Since then, also, 
there had bPen a large augmentation in the 
amount of work done in the gaols for gene
ral purposes, and all the raw materials sent 
to the gaols were charged to this account. 

The CoLONIAL TREASUUEU said that the 
system of subdivision had been especially 
insisted on in the Audit Act of 1874, for 
the con>enience of the Audit department, 
in order that the unE'xpendE'd balance under 
one subdi>ision might, if necessary, be 
transferred to another. He agreed with 
the Premier that it might be desirable that 
information should be given to the House 
as to past expenditure on this vote, and a 
return showing that could be prepared 
within twenty-four hours. Any attempt to 
gi>e information as to the prospecti>e out
lay would only tend to mislead. 

Mr. MuuPHY said he beliend thL' House 
would never hesitate to vote sufficient 
money to pro>ide an ample supply of 
blankets for the aboriginals. They were 
rapidly dying out, and those honourable 
members who were liviug fifteen years 
hence would probably very rarely see one 
of them. While the blacks were still here 
the House should afford them all the pro
tection possible in their misHable and 
impoverished condition. 

Mr. MAcuossAN asked how it was that 
the rule with regard to subdivisions, as 
stated by the honourable the Colonial 
Secretary, had not been observed in the very 
next vote-where, undE'r the contingent 
subdivision, each item was put down by 
itself, while in this one they were all 
lumped together. I£ passed in its present 
form all this money might be expendPd 
upon one of the subdivisions to the detri
ment of the rest, 

::\fr. l\fc Ir.wRAITH said there were no 
amounts }JUt clown to each of the subdi
visions of the present vote, and the com
mittee wanted to know how the £19,000 was 
spent last year. If they were to pass the 
item without that information the commit
tPe would be stultifying itself by >oting 
the sum of £18,000 without having the 
slightest idea as to how it was to be spent. 
He objected to the item being voted until 
the required information was gi>en. 

Mr. PALliER said he thought the item 
had better be postponed until the Colonial 
Secretary was prepared with the informa
tion asked for. 

J\fr. 'l'HOMPSON said that if no informa
tion were given he should move the reduc
tion of the vote. 

Mr. MciLwuAITH said all they wanted 
were actual facts, and the information 
required might have been given by the 
Under-Secretary in ten mir.utes. How the 
Colonial Secretary could have come to the 
House without the information he could not 
tell. 

Mr. IvoRY said it should be the first 
duty of the secretary of any department 
coming to the House to ask for large sums 
of money, to make himself acquaintecl with 
all facts connected with the Estimates. 
The Colonial Secretary must have known 
he would have been put through his facings, 
and should have made himself au fait with 
e>ery item. 

}fr. MAC'ROSSAN said that, with respect 
to the item being larger this year than last, 
he wonlcl also point out the large increase 
in the vote for police. It was a great mis
take of the Colonial Secretary's to come 
without ha>ing his Under-Secretary to 
assist him. It was not to be expected that 
the honourable gentleman's own head was 
an index ; but he might have procured the 
assistance of the next officer in charge. 

Mr. PALMEU said the Colonial Secretary 
could not complain, for the last time the 
committee sat he was plainly told that the 
information would be rrquirPd. It seemed 
the honourable gentleman was setting the 
committee at defiance. They were bound 
to have the information. He would be 
sorry to offer any personal obstruction, but 
the information he must have. 

.lYir. TnoMPSON said he would cut the 
matter short by moving the reduction of 
the item by £17,000. 

JYir. JYiciLwuAITH suggested that, as the 
Government had nothing to say, the vote 
should be postponed and other business 
proceeded with. 

The PuE:IIIEU said he did not know if it 
was any use making a proposition to the 
honourable gentlemen opposite, but he 
would pledge himself that the most detailed 
information with regard to the expenditme 
of the pa~t year 8honlrl be prepared. If it 
were deHired, it could be made a practice 
in t.lw future that the expenditure on this 
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particular item should be given to the 
House. He rould not see any practical 
merit in obstructing the passage of the 
Estimates bCJcause it was asserted that 
sufficient information had not been given 
on one particular matter. 

Mr. MciLwRAITH said that this pledge 
amounted to nothing, because any honour
able member of the House, by giving 
notice, might have the information placed 
upon the table. \Vhat they wanted was, 
that full information should be given to 
the committee. The only time they had 
for discussing it was upon the Estimates. 

::VIr. IVORY said the Colonial Secretary 
must have known that the information 
would be required to-night, because at the 
last sitting the honourable member for 
Port Curtis said he had a great deal to say 
upon this item. 

Mr. :J. ScoTT said that the blame 
belonged to the Colonial Secretary, and the 
best way would be to negative the £17,000. 

Mr. PAL:liER: The more simple plan will 
be to move that you now do leave the 
chair and report progress ; and that I beg 
to move. 

Question put. 
The committee divided :

AYES, 15. 
Messrs. Palmer, Thompson, Graham, Haly, 

Macrossan, Ste>enson, MciJean, Mci!wraith, 
Garrick, Groom, Morehead, Beor, l>ory, Buza
cott, and J. S cott. 

. NoEs, 17. 
Messrs. Stewart, Kingsford, Hockings, Low, 

Perkins, Murphy, Grimes, Foote, Griffith, 
Fraser, Kidgell, Tyre!, MacDonald, Douglas, 
Miles, G. Thorn, and Dickson. 

. Question, therefore, resolved in the nega
tive. 

Question put -That £1,000 only be 
granted. 

In a discussion which followed, on the 
course of procedure, the ATTORNEY-GENE
RAL said he could see no reason for object
ing to the postponement of the item. 

Mr. PAL:liER said the vote was put in a 
lump sum, and having been amended could 
not be postponed, but might be withdrawn. 
He had no doubt the vote would pass as 
soon as information was given, and it 
would have passed long ago, but it looked 
as if the committee were defied by the 
Colonial Secretary. He for one would 
not allow the estimate of any Minister to 
go through on such terms ; but how a 
majority of the committee could submit to 
pass £18,000 in a lump sum, without any 
information was past his conception. If 
the Ministry were satisfied to take a vote 
for £1,000-or, more strictly speaking, 
£1,170-he should not object. 

Mr. THmiPSON : Then I withdraw my 
amendment. 

1877-3 c 

The PRE:liiER : Do I understand that the 
£1,170 will be put, and the other with
drawn P I ha>e no objection to propose 
that. 

After some discussion, 
The CHAIRMAN said that, according to 

his reading of the Standing Orders, the 
only item he could put to the committee 
was the lump sum of £18,000. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said the items 
could be taken seriatim. 

Mr. GROOM said he agreed with the 
Chairman that it was impossible to postpone 
or withdraw the item, as the original Psti
mate had been amended. 

The PREMIER wanted to know whether 
the Chairman really meant that the item, 
having been amended, could not be put in 
any other form than that of a lump sum. 
It was his (the Premier's) desire to post
pone the consideration of the vote for 
£18,00J, and he still thought that that 
was the most convenient way to deal with 
the question. Honourable gentlemen oppo
site, he must say, were rather unreasonable 
in refusing to deal with the question itself. 
The committee had practically affirmed 
that the Government were to proceed ; but 
he was aware of the power honourable 
gentlemen possessed of obstructing pro
ceedings if they chose. In order to meet 
the difficulty he was willing to propose 
that the vote of £18,000, still remaining to 
be discussed, should be postponed. 

After some further discussion, 
Mr. MACROSSAN said he believed, with 

the honourable member for Toowoomba, 
that the Chairman was perfectly right ; the 
Standing Orders were plain and distinct, 
and he did not think there was much use 
to discuss the point further. Before the 
committee could proceed they must first 
suspend the Standing Orders. With 
regard to the Premier's accusation against 
the Opposition, he would point out that the 
item had been debated for the last two 
hours, during which time the Government 
had at their elbow the means of obtaining 
the information which was required by the 
committee, for the gentleman in charge of 
the stores had been in the gallery. \Vho 
were the real obstructionists? \V ere the 
Government not defying the committee ? 

Mr. PALMER said he believed the Chair
man was quite right, and that the only 
way open to the Government to get out of 
the difficulty was to mo>e him out of the 
chair. 

The PREMIER said/he should be happy 
to take the Chairman's ruling in the first 
place. 

The CHAIRliA::< said the object of Stand
ing Order 281 was clear and distinct. The 
sum of £19,270 had been first placed before 
the committee, and, having been amended, 
he must confine himself to putting the 

, question regarding the £18,000, 
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The PREMIER said it would be impos
sible to give the details that evening in 
such a way as to satisfy honourable 
members. Such being the case, he had no 
alternative but to move that the Chairman 
leave the chair and report to the House. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. 

JURORS BILL-SECOND READING. 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL, m monng the 

second reading of this Bill, said there were 
two matters in the present jury law which 
seemed particularly objectionable. The 
first was with reference to the qualifica
tion of jurors. At the present time only 
freeholders were qualified, and in conse
quence the selection was extremely limited. 
In Brisbane and the larger towns there 
might be no difficulty ; but there were 
many towns in which there were scarcely 
any per£ons qualified,, In Milchester and 
St. Gcorge, for example, it was almost 
impossible to get a freeholder. He saw 
no reason why the holders of business 
licenses on goldfields, or the lessees of 
Crown lands, should not be qualified, and 
the second clause of the Bill proposed 
to malm these liable to serve. He might 
say that this was a matter to which atten
tion had been called before his time and 
his predecessor's time. The other matter 
was as respected the rate of remuneration. 
At present it was 2s. 6d. a-day for a com
mon juryman. When the jury rate was 
first fixed the rate of wages was probably 
much lower than it was now. At all events 
the remuneration was ridiculous and totally 
inadequate. For special jurors the rate 
was 5s., which was also absurd. It was 
now proposed to allow them 10s. a-day, if 
resident within five miles of the court, and 
12s. 6d. if resident more than five miles, 
with a trn,velling allowance of 1s. for every 
mile beyond the five. Common jurors resi
dent within three miles were to receive 5s. 
per clay; if above three miles, 6s. Gel.; and 
if above five miles, 7s. 6d.; with a travelling 
allowance of Scl. per mile. He was aware 
that some honourable members thought that 
this remuneration was still insufficient, but 
they must admit that it was something con
siderably in advance of anything before 
}Jaid. There was no doubt that men who 
were called upon to serve for the good of 
their country must give up some of their 
time, but that was no reason why they 
shoulclnot be paicl the cost of living, and, 
in the case of those who came from a dis
tance, the cost of keeping their horses on 
the road. The rate of remuneration was 
still low; but he was satiBfied it would be 
<found a great relief, and would be no great 
burden on the country. He would point 
out that under clause 3, when the journey 
could be made by railway or steam vessel, 
the travelling expenses nmst not exceed the 

first or second class fares of that mode of 
conveyance, according as to whether the 
juror was summoned under a common or 
special precept. If there was any further 
information required he should be very 
glad to give it. He begged to move the 
seconclreading. 

Jl.fr. JI.'I:AcnossAN said he would ask the 
Attorney-General whether he considered 
5s. a-day sufficient remuneration for a 
juror upon a goldfield, where the ordinary 
labour wages were 10s. per day? 

Mr. PETTIGREW saicl he would like to 
know whether 5s. a-day was considered 
sufficient for residents in town, where the 
wages for labourers were 6s. 6d. ancl 7s. 6d. 
per day. He considered the allowance 
monstrous. 

Mr. MclLWRAITTI said he considered 
this a very good Bill as regarded the scconcl 
clause ; but the proposed increase, if it 
was to be looked upon as compensation for 
the juror's time, was against all common 
sense. The same reasons could be urged 
against it that had been llut forward 
against the allowance of 2s. Gd. A fair 
compensation for a working man was 10s. 
per day; but it was no compensation for a 
professional man. Compensation was a 
principle that could not be made applica-' 
ble to all classes, and, therefore, he held 
that the old-established allowance ought to 
remain under these circumstances. 

J\'Ir. PALliER said the allowance should 
not be put down as actual compensation 
for the work done, because serving as a 
juror was a duty which every man owed 
to his country. It was not a great hard
ship, as a rule, to serve on the jury. He 
did not object to a sufficient allowance to 
pay the cost of living, but he objected to 
it being made as compensation. 

Mr. McLEAN said something should 
also be done regarding the accommodation 
generally supplied when the jury had to 
retire to consider their verdict. He hacl 
served several times on juries, and hacl 
been shut up in a room which had nothing 
in it but a table and a sheet of paper to 
write on. It always occurred to his mincl 
that this was something like coercing 
the jury to bring in a verdict as soon 
as possible, without ref~rence to the merits 
of the case. 

Mr. MtrRPTIY saicl he hoped the objec
tion of the honourable member for Logan 
would be cured by the new Supreme Court 
buildings now being erected in Brisbane. 
·with rPgarcl to the question raised by the 
honourable member for Kennedy, as to 
the insufficiency of the remuneration, he 
might point out that the judges of the 
Supreme Court had the right to increase 
the allowance for jurors when the case 
extended over several days, and was of 
such a nature that an increased fee ought 
to be allowed. In such an event the parties 
to the suit woulcl have to bear the increase. 
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The ratc: of remuneration mentioned in the 
sc ed.ule might be low; but, as the hon· 
onrttble membur for Port Curtis had pro
perly remarked, every man had u duty to 
1wrform to his country, and jurors ought 
to giYe np !1 certain portion of time with
out pay, in the same way that members 
of J>arlimnent gaye up their time to 
the countrv. It would haYe been more 
judicious, "he thought, to haYe put the 
jurors under one heading; and he also 
held that it was an anornalous state of 
affairs that a special jury should be sum
moned to try a ciYil case, where perhaps 
only £100 was in issue, whilst a criminal 
ease, where a man's life was at stake, 
should be determined by a common jury. 
It was true that criminal cases couicl be 
tried by a special jury, but there must first 
be a special application. If the GoYern
ment would introduce a clause to meet this 
objection he would support it. 

1\fr. JYioREIIEAD said he merely rose to 
point out how thoroughly the honourable 
mPmber for Cook represented Brisbane. 
The honourable gentleman, in replying to 
un objection very properly made by the 
honourable member for Logan, with refer
ence to the bad accommodation for jurors, 
said it would be remedied by the increased 
accommodation which was to he giYen in 
Brisbane! This was of a piece with his 
conduct all through. He was not a mem
ber for a Northern eonstituenry at all, but 
was u member for Brisbane. 

J\fr. J\flJRPHY, in oxplunation, said the 
honourable member for .M:itchell had rather 
oversteppecl--

~Ir. JYionEIIEAD said the honourable 
member w~s going beyond the bounds of 
an explanatwn. 

The SPEAKER ruled that the honourable 
member for Cook hacl a ri$"ht to explain, 
and put himself right with the House. 

Mr. 1\IDRPHY said he wished to explain 
that the honourable member had misinter
preted his remarks. In answer to the 
objection of the honourable member for 
Logan, he had pointed out that the new 
Supreme Court buildings in Brisbane--

Mr. GRAIIAiYI said that he rose to a point 
of order. The honourable mtJmber was 
not confining himself to an explanation. 
He had distinctly made the statement 
imputed to him by the honourable member 
for JYiitchell, that the complaint of the 
honourable member for Logan would be 
remedied by the erection of Supreme Court 
buildings in Brisbane. Nothing that the 
honourable member could say would 
explain that stutement away. 

Mr. MuRPHY said he thought he was m 
possession of the chair. 

The SPEAKER said that the honourable 
member for Cook seemed to be answering 
the speech of the honourable member for 
Mitchell, and not explaining his own state
ment. 

1\fr. MunrrrY: Do you rule me out of 
order? 

The SrEAKER : Yes. 
Mr. GnAHAM said that, with regard to 

the fees proposed by the Bill, he quite 
agreed with what the honourable member 
for Port Curtis hacl said. They were cer
tainly small as compared with the prenil
ing rate of wages ; but he agreed with the 
remark that ewryone was supposed to do 
something for the country. The honour
able member for Stanley had complained 
of the hardship of 1Jeing only paid 5s. 
for listening to a long speech made by a 
lawyer, who receiYed £25 for making it; 
but he mt.st remember that in that House, 
thev had to listen to the honourable mem
bel;; s long tirades and get nothing at all for 
doing so. He thought that the proposecl 
fees were wry reasonable; they were suf
ficient to support a working man's fumily 
during the time he was serving on a jury, 
but they wore not intended to compensate 
him for so cloing. 

Question-That the Bill be now read a 
second time-put and pussed, und its com
mittal macle an Order of the Day for to
morrow. 

The House adjourned at twenty-fiye 
minutes to ten. 




